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ANDREW BRID, Secretary.
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The Chairman AND BAND OF Management.
WINDSOR PURLC LIBRARY.

Gentlemen: I beg to present herewith the Fifth Annual Report of the Secre 
tary, from which it will be seen that the finances of the Library are in excellent 
shape.

The recent circular from the Superintendent of Public Libraries, making the 
financial year for reporting to the Department end with the 31st of December, in- 
steadof the 30th of April, as heretofore, will prove very satisfactory, as such reports 
will co-incide with the figures submitted to the municipal auditors at the end of the

During the past year judicious and ample expenditures have been made in 
the purchase of books, magazines and newspapers, and we have kept abreast of new 
publications. Possibly it might be well to add to our files daily or weekly papers 
from Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec and Kingston.

1 beg to suggest that work be at once commenced on a new catalogue. To 
Catalogue No. 1, issued in June, 1895, we now have three supplements; and the 
examination of all of these is somewhat unsatisfactory to those who are in search of 
a particular book, or studying a specific subject. Perhaps a regular alphabetical 
catalogue, to show the volumes under both book titles and authors, might prove 
more useful to the public than the present classification method, the classifying 
system, however, of course being continued in shelving the books as added to the 
Library.

1 would remind the Board that our lease of the present building will expire 
the 1st day of September, this year. It will be observed from the accompanying 
financial statement that during 1899 we made no expenditures on the building or for
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The Board OF MANAGEMENT OF THE Windsor PUnLie Library:
Gentknun:— You will have laid before you the Fifth Annual Report of the 

Secretary, and of the Librarian, upon the finances and general condition of the work- 
ing of the Library. At the beginning of the year just ended, the Board were 
obliged to replace on the shelves books that had lost their usefulness, also about 
200 books had to be rebound, which is a proof that our library is well patronized by 
the general public. The books that had to be renewed were principally lighter works 
of fiction. It is to be regretted our young readers do not avail themselves of a 
better class of literature. During the past year we have added to our library 
many valuable works, also the best works on fiction by authors of the day, and 
have duplicated same when the demand warranted such action.

I would urgently impress upon the in-coming board the absolute necessity 
of procuring another building for our Library, we are crowded for room, more shelv* 
ing being required for new books. Our landlord positively refuses to put the nec- 
essary conveniences in the building.

Thanking you for the honor conferred in electing me your Chairman, and 
for your hearty cooperation throughout the year.

) With many wishes for the prosperity of the library,, beg to submit this, 
my report.

I
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FERRY STREET.

Windsor, Ontario, Canada.
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MEMORANDA FOR 1899.
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Public Library opened December 6, 1894.

Total Number of Volumes in Library on December 31, 1899—9,268.

Volumes issued during the Year—44,709. A daily average of 143.

Borrowers’ Cards in Force, 1,285.

Number of papers and periodicals for use in reading room—56.
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Philosophy................................... 
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Sociology .................................... 

Philology 
..................................... 
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of fiction purchased during 1899.....................  
of general works purchased during 1899 .......  
of bound magazines added during 1899..........  
of juvenile literature purchased during 1899 
donated..................... .. .................................... ..

. Quite a number of these works, however, are duplicates of works—nearly all 
works of fiction and juvenile books which we already had in the catalogue bin 
which had been withdrawn from cireulation as books worn ont. With every year in 
fact, it is becoming increasingly diflienlt to keep account of the books actually in 
the library. This being the case, and as no doubt a few books have been lost allo 
gether in unaccountable ways, it might be well during the coming summer, choosing 
some dull season, to close the library for a few days and take stock of the books in I 
our possession..

li

Books...........
Periodicals 
Furniture.. 

< Catalogues 
Bindings. ,.

(a) Volumes in library at the beginning of 1899................... 7369
(b) ' " ' ' ‘ ' ' ......
(-1 
vh
(e) 
() 

(!1) 
(A)

THE LIBRARY.

The books in the • library arc in good condition. Many have been rebound 
during the year. These are nearly all works o fiction and juvenile books. Since 
the library started, five years ago, only about half a dozen books belonging to the 
general works department have become so worn with use as to require rebinding. 
Small repairs on works, i. c., such as do not require the skill of an expert, have been 
constantly attended to. Bound volumes of magazines, especially have been ex- 
amine and loose leaves fastened in their places. So that it may be affirmed that 
the books are in good condition.

The number o holders of borrowing cards, I am sorry to say, has decreased 
considerably during the past year. The year closed with 1285 on our register as 
against 1421 of the previous year. 1 cannot suggest any reason for this. This is some- 
what singular, however, in view of the fact that the circulation of books and period- 
icals in all depart mentssshows a slight increase over that of the previous year. A par- 
tial explanation of this may be found in the circumstance of the greatly increased cir- 
culation of magazines and periodicals. I have noticed that the demand for the latest 
works of fiction is greatly on the increase. Many books have an active life for 
a month or two, and then are relegated to long terms of repose on the back shelves.

THE READING ROOM.

The reading room continues to be well patronized. Children of public-school 
age are frequently to he found in the building during school hours. I would sug­
gest that the truant officer be instructed to pay occasional visits to the reading 
room. With a few exceptions the conduct of readers is very good.

1899.
.an. I Bal 
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On 
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WINDSOR, JANUAm) 8, 1900.
Tin; BoAit of MANAGEMENT, WINDSOR Pn-ur LIARY:

Gentlemen- I have the honor to present to you, for the fifth time, my annual 
report, being that for the year ending December 31st, 1899.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The number of volumes in the library at the beginning of the year just closed 
was 8223. To this number during the year were added altogether 1113 volumes. 
108S by purchase, etc., and 25 by donation from various sources, or to be more 
specific :

The Librarian’s Fifth Annual Report.
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FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31ST, 1899.1
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EXPENDITURES.

Furniture.

Balance to carry forward. .

STATEMENT OF ASSETS.
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+ Added for binding of magazines during 1899.
* Receipts from sales of catalogues during 1899.

Rooks..............................
Periodicals......................
Binding........................
Building and Repairs

Rent and Insurance...........................................
Light and Heat.......................................
Salaries...............................
Catalogues, Printing and Advertising . ..
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Debenture and Interest...................................
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$ 1222 61

.an. I Balance brought forward from 1898..........
Dec. 31 From City Council..........................................

Ontario Government grant..................... 
Walkerville grant................................ .......................... ..
Fines, Fees.Sale of Catalogues, Books lost and paid for 

by patrons............................................................
Interest received on Bank Balance.....................................
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WINDsOI, Osr. ....
I

Tonosro,

HAS/Tos,

BRASTFORD, ............\ncient Foresters. 1 periodical.

New WESTNINSTEK, B. C. Board of Trade. I pamphlet.

FROM UNITEU) STATES.

I

BRITAIN.

NEW YORK..

ON MIIA ..........

LoNpoN, " ..............
KINGSTON, " ....................

ST. CATHARINES, ONT. .

ST. THOMAS, “

Wentworth Historical Society. I pamphlet, 
l’ublic Library. 1 pamphlet.

. Swedenborg Society.- 6 vols.
.... P. Cudmore, Es ., 2 pamphlets.
.... Trans- Mississippi and Intern’l Ex position. 1 pamphlet

.... Public Library. I pamphlet.
T. Bowden. 1 periodical.

Military Institute. —I pamphlet.
. Public Library. I pamphlet.
... “Malcolm" -1 vol.

LIST OF DONATIONS.

. . Capt. A. McCrae—1 vol.

Rev. Mr. Hinds, St. .John’s Church, Sandwich. 2 vols 

........ A. Braid, Esq. 4 vols.

O. Eastman, Esq.- I vol.
Dominion Government.—3 vols., 61 pamphlets and 1 

periodical.
Royal Colonial Society of Canada. I vol.
Ontario Government.- -4 vols., 44 pamphlets and 1 

periodical.
Ontario Dept, of Education. 2 vols.

Public Library. 6 pamphlets.
.... l’ublic Library. I pamphlet.

LospoN, ENG........................ Royal Colonial Institute. 8 pamphiets.

‘ " ...................... E. Marshall. 2 pamphlets.
ASITOs UNDEN LVNE. H eginbottom Free Library. 1 pamphlet.

FROM CANADA.


