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SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE
AND THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

APPOINTED TO CONTINUE AND COMPLETE THE
EXAMINATION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE

INDIAN ACT

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND EVIDENCE
No. 25

THURSDAY, MAY 22, 1947

WITNESSE?:

Mr. Reginald Hill, representing Six Nations Council, Brantford, Ontario.

Mr. Joseph C. Hill, representing Six Nations Council, Bfiantford, Ontario.

Chief Sam Lickers, representing Hereditary Chiefs, Six Nations, Brantford,
Ontario. » ;

Mr. Asa Hill, Indian Defense League of America, Niagara Falls, N.Y.

Mr, William Smith, Six Nations “Iroquois” Confederacy, Ohsweken, Cnt.

Mr. Thomas Roy, - President, Grand Council, Treaty No. 3 (Northwest
Angle), Sioux Narrows, Ontario.

Chief William Meawasige, representing Manitoulin Island Indians.

Mr. Henry Jackson, Union of Ontario Indians, Midland, Ontario.

Chief C. L. Big Canoe, Georgina Island Reserve, Ontario.

F Mr. Telford Adams, representing Indians of Southwestern Ontario.

OTTAWA
EDMOND CLOUTIER, C.M.G., B.A., L.Ph.
PRINTER TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
CONTROLLER OF STATIONERY
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
THURsDAY, 22nd May, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
appointed to continue and complete the examination and consideration of the
Indian Act (Chapter 98, R.8.C., 1927), and all such other matters as have been
referred to the said Committee, met this day at 11 o’clock a.m.

Presiding: Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P., (Joint Chairman).

Present:
The Senate: In recess.

The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Blackmore, Case,
Castleden, Charlton, Farquhar, Gariepy, Gibson (Comox-Albernt), Harkness,
Little, MacNicol, Matthews (Brandon), (Vice Chairman), Reid, Richard
(Gloucester)—15.

In attendance: (From Indian Affairs Branch): Messrs. R. A. Hoey, Dir-
ector; W. S. Arniel, Inspector for Ontario; Lt-Col. E. P. Randle, Superintendent,
Six Nations Reserve, Brantford, Ontario; B. F. Neary, MBE., Superintendent,
Welfare and Training; H. M. Jones, Supervisor, Family Allowances; G. Patrick,
V.I.A.; B. Russell; also, Rev. Father Brachet, OMI., Fort Alexander, Manitoba;
also, Mr. Norman E. Llckel Barrister, Counsel for the Committee and Llalson
-Officer.

There were many Indians present from various Reserves in Ontario, includ-
ing: J. Clinch; Allan Martin; Gordon Martin; (Six Nations) ; Laurence Peltier,
Mamtouhn Island RSBy TOOtOOQlS, President, Union of Saskatchewan Indians;
J. A. Burnham, Indian Defense League; Chlef Walter Sands, Walpole Island
E. D. Tabobondung, Parry Sound; Lewis Jackson, Christian Island; John
Twain, Bear Island; Alec. Paul, Temagami; D. McKenzie, Temagami; P.
MecDougall, Temagami; Fred Pine, Mark Pine, William Shingwauk, Dan
Shingwauk, all from Garden River; Chief J. A. Martin, Ohsweken; John Hen-
hawk, Ohsweken; Herbert Jamieson, Ohsweken; James H. Martin, Ohsweken;
Enos Maracle, Chief Councillor, Six Nations.

Mr, Charlton, introduced the members of the delegation representing the
Six Nations Indians from Brant County.

Mr. Enos Maracle, Chief Councillor, Six Nations Reserve, expressed the
appreciation of his Council for the hearing to be accorded the delegation.

Mr. Reginald Hill, teacher, Indian School, Six Nations Reserve, Brantford,
Ontario, official delegate of Six Nations, was called, heard and questioned. He
presented a brief the text of which appears in the Minutes of Evidence.

Mr. Joseph Hill, Supervising Principal, Six Nations Reserve, was called,
4 made a statement and withdrew.

Chief Sam Lickers, representing the Hereditary Chiefs of the Six Nations
was called, read in the 1ecord a brief, and withdrew.

Mr. Asa Hill, was called, placed on record the constitution of the Indian
Defense League of America, also the brief of that League.

The Committee adjourned at 1.07 p.m., to meet again at 4.00 p.m., this day.

1265
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1266 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE
AFTERNOON SESSION

The Committee resumed at 4.00 o’clock p.m. Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P., Joinf
Chairman, presided. .

Present:

The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Brunelle, Bryce, Blackmore, Case,
Charlton, Farquhar, Little, Matthews (Brandon), and Raymond (Wright).

In attendance: Mr. R. A. Hoey, Director of Indian Affairs, Ottawa. Als'
Mr. N. E. Lickers, Barrister, Counsel for the Committee and Liaison Officer.

and North Shore Indians, called. He read a brief. Mr. Lawrence Peltier;
Wikwemikong, Ontario, was in attendance during the presentation. The witness
also presented the following briefs to be printed in the records of the
Committee:— -
(a) Brief (undated) of the Veterans’ Association of Wikwemikong, Onta
(b) Brief dated 12 May, 1947, of the Whitefish River Reserve, Ontari
(¢) Brief (undated) of the Serpent River Band, Ontario;
(d) Brief (undated) of the Spanish River Band, Ontario;
(e) Brief (undated) of the Wahnapitae Band, Ontario; )
(f) Brief, dated 18 May, 1947, of the Sheshegwaning Band, Ontario;
(g) Brlef (undated) of the Sucker Creek Reserve Band, Ontarlo i3
(h) Two letters, dated 12 and 16 May, 1947, signed by Mrs. Doroth
MecLeod, Sucker Creek, Ontario, addressed to Canon Haines, Little
Current, Ontario; &
() Brief, dated 11 May, 1947, of the West Bay Indian Band of »»{
’\/Iamtowamng Agency, Ontarlo E:
(j) Three statements (undated) in support of representations in briefs from
Wikwemikong. :
(k) Brief, dated 16 July, 1946, of the Mississauga Indian Reserve. (Pri
as appendix ‘AQ’ on page 866 of Minutes of Proceedings and Evidenc
No. 21, 1946.)
(For text of items (a) to (j) see appendices (EZ) to (FI) attach
Mr. Henry Jackson, Christian Island, Ontario, representing the Unio
Ontario Indians, called. He read a brief. In attendance during the presentat:
Chief John Twain, Temagami, Ontario; Mr. Alex Paul, Temagami, Ontari
and Mr. Lewis Jackson, Christian Island, Ontario. (Appendix FJ). :

Chief Tom Roy, Sioux Narrows, Ontario, representing the Northwest A
Indians, called, He read a brief and retired.

Chief C. L. Big Canoe, Georgina Island, Ontario, representing the Geo'rg"r
Island Indian Reserve, called. He read a brief and stood aside.

The Committee adjourned at 6.00 o’clock p.m. to meet again this day &
8.30 p.m. &

EVENING SESSION

The Committee resumed at 8.30 o’clock p.m. The Joint Chairmat
Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P,, presided.

Present:

The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bry;:e, Blackmore, Case, Charl
Farquhar, Harkness, Little, MacNicol, and Reid.
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In attendance: Mr. T. R. L. MaclInnes, Secretary, Indian Affairs Branch,
Ottawa. Also Mr. N. E. Lickers, Barrister.

Mr. Telford Adams, Sarnia, Ontario, representing Southwestern Ontarie
Indians called. He read a brief and retired.

Mr. Lickers filed a brief dated 3rd May, 1947, on behalf of the Grand General
Indian Council of Ontario, signed by Mr. H. B. Williams, President and
Mr. Wallace Soney, Secretary. (For text see -appendix FJ.)

Mr. William Smith, Hagersville, Ontario, Assistant Secretary, Six Nations
“Iroquois” Confederacy, called. He made a statement and retired.

Chief William Pine, Garden River Indian Reserve, Ontario, was not in
attendance when called.

Delegates of the Elected Council of the Six Nations Reserve called and
questioned. The following were in attendance: Mr. Joseph C. Hill, Ohsweken,
Ontario; Mr. Reginald Hill, Ohsweken, Ontario; Mr. Enos Maracle, Ohsweken,
Ontario; Mr. James Martin, Ohsweken, Ontario; Mr. Herbert Jamieson,
Ohsweken, Ontario; and Mr. Hilton Hill, Middleport, Ontario.

The Committee adjourned at 10.05 p.m. to meet again Friday, 23rd May,
1947, at 11.00 o’clock a.m.

T. L. McEVOY,
Clerk of the Commattee.






MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

House or CoMMONS,
May 22, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, met this day at 11.00 a.m.
Mzr. D. F. Brown, M.P., (Joint Chairman), presided.

The CuAmrmaN: This morning we are to hear from the delegates represent-
ing the Indian population in the various parts of Ontario. There is a large
number of delegates in attendance. There are six official delegates and we have,
in addition thereto, a large number of delegates who have come either to present
briefs or to be in attendance as spectators. On behalf of this committee, I wish
to extend to all a most cordial welcome and assure them we will do our utmost
to give as full and complete a hearing as is possible so that they may be given
an opportunity of presenting what they consider to be the material they would
like to have brought before this committee and “put on the record, leading, of
course, to the revision of the Indian Act. ¥

The subcommittee did meet last night but there is no formal report at the
moment. We have an agenda set out, and in addition to the witnesses who will
be called, an opportunity will be given later to those who are not on this list
and of whom we have not presently knowledge, but who may want to be
heard briefly at the completion of this list, if that is your pleasure. This will
raise, of course, the question of how many sessions we are to have to-day.

I might inform the visitors that the procedure of the committee, if we pro-
ceeded strictly according to plan, would be to have one hearing to-day and
one hearing to-morrow. The hearing to-day would terminate at one o’clock and
the hearing to-morrow would be from eleven until one o’clock.

However, we have adopted the practice of permitting the delegations to
make further presentations, and we have extended the time by having addi-
tional sessions during the day. Is it your pleasure, gentlemen, that we should
meet again to-day? I see there are quite a number here in attendance and I think
they have come from considerable distances and therefore we would like to hear
them as fully as possible:

Mr. Rem: My own view, Mr. Chairman, is this; even though we are work-
ing under pressure and there may be an important vote in the House to-day, I
think in fairness to the Indians from Ontario, or from any other province for
that matter, in view of the fact that we have given additional hearings to other
delegates, I would certainly be in favour of giving as much time as we reason-
ably can to these delegates from Ontario. That is my own view.

The Cuamrman: Well, then, suppose we see how we get along up until one

o’clock.
Mr, CastrepeEN: That’s a good idea, let’s get going.

The CuamrMAN: Then we may be able to meet at four o’clock, subject, of
course, to other events which may develop during the day.

1269
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And now, gentlemen, I will read to you the list of delegates which I ha

before me, then there may be others who want to say something after those on
this list have appeared. ;

Mr. Reginald Hill Chief William Meawasige
Mr. Joseph Hill Mr, Henry Jackson
Chief Sam Lickers Mr. Telford Adams

Mr. William Smith Chief C. L. Big Canoe
Chief Tom Roy Chief William Pine

Will Mr. Reginald Hill please come forward?

Mr. Craruron: Mr. Chairman, members of the Senate and the House of
Commons, I would like to have the opportunity of introducing the delegation
to the committee. Starting to your left you have Chief Councillor Enos Maraclej
then Mr. Reginald Hill and Mr. Joseph Hill, both of them school teachers
MY, Hilton Hill, Mr. James Martin and Mr. Jamleson ‘

The Crmairman: Thank you very much, Mr. Charlton.

Mr. Reginald Hill, take the table at the centre, if you will please. Th'
reason for that is so that all the members may be able to hear you and so that’
the reporters may be able to get the statements which you make on the record.

Mr. Cuaruron: Mr. Chairman, I believe that Mr. Maracle, the Chief®
Councillor, would hke to say a few words before the presentation starts.

wise, I am afraid we may run short of tlme We w1ll try to make every opporr‘
tunlty for Mr. Maracle to be heard after we get through with this list.

Mr. CuArvtoN: It is just a matter of introducing these people,
Chairman.

The CrArMAN: Do you want to introduce the speakers, Mr. Maracle?
Mr. Exos MaracLe (Chief Councillor, Six Nations Indians, Brantford) 5
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, first I should like, as chief councillor of the
Nations Indians, to express on behalf of the council and of my people oul
appreciation to this committee for hearing this delegation, and we hope t
your committee, through their labours, will bring success and prosperity to

all; and above all contentment to the Indian people as a whole. May I introdu
our chief speaker, Mr. Regmald Hill?

Reginald Hill, Six Nations Indians, called:
By the Chairman:

Q. Mr. Hill, it may be that the members of the committee would like
ask you a few preliminary questions. First of all you are a member of
Six Nations reserve?—A. That is correct, sir.

Q. And you are a member of that band?—A. Yes.

Q. What is your position?—A. At the present time I am a teacher at the
Indian school on the Six Nations reserve.

Q. And you are representing the council of the Slx Nations reserve? f
A. T first worked w1th the committee— '

on the Six Nations reserve. I was specxﬁcally appomted to come down here as
delegate. i
Q. And you were appointed by the Six Nations council?—A. That is corre

The CHammax: Are there any other questions which members wish t€
ask of this witness?
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By Mr. MacNicol:
Q. To which particular tribe do you belong?—A. The Seneca tribe.
By Mr. Castleden:

Q. I understand you represent the elective council?—A. Correct.

Q. Is there another organization known as the Confederacy?—A. I believe
it does exist. I believe they have delegates here.

Q. How many Indians have you on the Six Nations area whom you
represent?—A. There are a total of about 5,500 on the list.

Q. That is of the Six Nations altogether?—A. Yes. Of which you could
possibly say 50 per cent would be women. That would leave, of course, a balance
of 2,750 males. 'From that list you could subtract about 400 as the total
number of boys. Though that group belong to the school age there have been
about 800 in attendance at our day schools. That would leave us about 2,350.
If you take another 250 to represent the boys of the pre-school age group you
would have left 2,100. In addition to that you could safely subtract an additional
200 to allow for the boys between the ages of 16 and 21 who are not voters.
That leaves approximately 1,900 eligible voters. I think you will agree with me
that at no election does the entire body of eligible voters express an opinion.
In Brantford recently we found that only 45 per cent turned out to the election.
Consequently, I think we could safely assume that only about one-half of
the 1,900 would register their vote. That would mean approximately 950 active
voters. Of that group in the 1946 elections for the present elected couneil
there were 571 votes cast, and that was with two districts not participating.
There were acclamations in two groups. Consequently, we got 571 votes cast
in the remaining four districts. I think, sir, that will give you a picture of the
group and the elective council.

Q. Yes. Had the Indians the privilege of one vote or two?—A. They voted
for two councillors.

Q. And the total number of votes cast for the two councillors was?—A. 571.

Q. I do not know whether you represent the 5,000 Indians in the Six Nations
reserve.

The CramrMAN: There are other representatives here.

Mr.» CastuepEN: There are representatives here from the Confederate
group?

The CuARMAN: Yes.

By Mr. Castleden:
Q. How were your delegates selected?—A. They were appointed by the

council in session.

Q. The councillors met— —A. The councillors met and selected the
spokesmen. ~ .

Q. How many councillors are there?—A. Joseph Hill and I were selected.

Q. How many councillors were there when the selection was going on?—
A. T have no way of saying, sir, as it was done in committee, but I presume
the entire council was represented.

Q. How many councillors would there be?—A. There are normally twelve,
but I think there are only eleven active this year.

Q. Tt would be at a meeting of those eleven councillors?—A. Yes.

By Mr. MacNicol:

Q. Are all your tribes represented: the Mohawks, Onondagas, Oneidas,
Cayugas, Senecas and the Tuscaroras; are they represented here?—A. In the
elective council it is a geographical selection with no consideration of the different
tribes. Under the hereditary system I think you will find that the representation
was by tribe. :
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Mr. MacNicoL: Do some of the representatives represent the Muncies
and the Delewares?

The Wrrness: They belong to a different reservation. .

The CHArMAN: I think, gentlemen, we should get along with the b}‘mf.

Mr. Rem: Mr. Chairman, I am not raising a point of order, yet it 1s a
point of order. When this man made his presentation we had him give a
breakdown which no other Indian delegate was asked for at the start and we
have been given the actual number of voters. d i

Now, this later may be held against the band. It is something new In
this committee. We have had delegation after delegation and they have told
us the number of the band and the number in the association, but we have
never asked them for a breakdown of the actual number of voters. Now, he
told us at the start that they represent 5,500. This man has been good enough
to tell us right down to the last detail how many votes were cast, which is
something remarkable; but I do not want that held against this man and I do not
think it should be done, not at this stage. If we were going to do that in one
case we should have interrogated every witness and said, “Let us have the
entire number of Indians and the number of voters.”” We have not done that
before.

Mr. CastLEDEN: Oh, yes, we have.

Mr. Rem: Will you show me where we did that? I do mot like the
situation to be raised at this stage of the proceedings. :

The CuamrMAN: I do not think it means very much because this witness,
whether he is a member of the band or whether he is not, was appointed by the
council of his reserve.

Mr. Rem: That should be sufficient for this committee,

The CuamrMmaN: That is right.

Mr. MacN1corL: Let us get on with the submission.

Mr. Rem: I am not apologizing for bringing this matter up and having
it put on the record. §

Mr. CastLepeEN: What we are interested in is to get a proper representa-
tion from all the Indians, and I think this witness should give us information
as to whom he represents and that opportunity will be given to other delegates.

Mr. Rem: It should have been done before, if we are going to do it now.

The CHARMAN: This gentleman has been appointed by the council of the
Six Nations reserve and I do not care who he is or what he is. He has been
appointed to come here, and that is sufficient for our purpose.

Mr. Rem: Yes. It is all on the record now, and I am content.

The Wirness: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, as a non-member of the
council, as an individual, I would like to express my appreciation for the
privilege of appearing before this body and state that I believe it is the general
feeling of the average individual on the reserve—a feeling of gratitude that
we should at long last have been consulted at a time when the laws which
govern us are about to be revised. With your permission I will proceed with
the brief, copies of which you all have. 15

The Council of the Six Nations Indians of the Grand River, on behalf of
their people, make the following recommendations for the eonsideration of the

Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons, appointed
to examine and consider the Indian Act. i !

1. THE STATUS OF THE SIX NATIONS i

(a) Your committee is requested to clarify the status of the Six Nations
for the following reasons. W bk
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(b) The position of the Six Nations is unique in that, in the wording of
the Haldimand Deed they were clearly named as “allies” of the British, rather
than subjects. A portion of the Haldimand Deed reads as follows:—

Whereas His Majesty having been pleased to direct that in con-
sideration of the early attachment to His cause manifested by the
Mohawk .Indians and of the loss of their settlement which they thereby
sustained that a convenient tract of land under His protection should
be chosen as a safe and comfortable retreat for them and others of the
Six Nations who have either lost their settlements within the Territory of
the American States or wish to retire from them to the British. I have
at the earnest desire of many of these His Majesty’s faithful allies
purchased a tract of land from the Indians situated between- the Lakes
Ontario, Erie and Huron, and I do hereby in His Majesty’s name
authorize and permit the said Mohawk Nation and such others of the
Six Nations Indians as wish to settle in that quarter to take possession
and settle upon the banks of the river commonly called Ouse or Grand
River, running into Lake Erie, allotting to them for that purpose six
miles deep from each side of the river, beginning at Lake Erie and
extending in that proportion to the head of the said river, which them and
their posterity are to enjoy for ever.

Dated 25th October, 1784.

(¢) It is of the utmost importance that this point be cleared up by the
Committee, as by being named as allies, would grant the said Six Nations
certain rights and privileges which may not be granted to subjects, some of
which may be outlined as follows:—

(1) Full control of the lands allotted to them.

(2) The exemption from taxation, for all time, on said lands because of the

unique manner in which these lands were inherited.

(3) While we approve of our funds being held in trust by the government,
it is considered that the counecil should have full powers over any single
expenditure or grant not exceeding $1,000.00—but that the superin-
tendent-general should have no power to expend our funds without
consent from the couneil.

(4) It is considered that to allow the said lands and revenue therefrom to
remain tax free would be a reasonable manner in which to compensate
the said Six Nations for the sacrifice of flesh and blood and territory,
and be some reward for their unfailing loyalty to the British cause
at all times, a loyalty which has continued up and to the end of the
second great world war.

(5) The Six Nations seek a degree of self government based, as already
stated, on the unique manner in which they inherited the said lands,
and wish only to substantiate such self government in so far as it may
be reasonable and just to the people of the Six Nations and to the
dominion government, who, by the British North America Act, have

~ been entrusted by the Imperial government to look after the interests
of the Six Nations people.

(6) The affairs of the Six Nations of the present generation are far removed
from the time that they first settled on the said1ands and have become
completely interwoven with the affairs of the dominion in general.
The Six Nations now obtain a living in the same manner as the average
white citizen, meet the same obligations and are subject to all forms
of taxation except that of direct land taxation and a few other minor
taxes which may not apply to an Indian reservation because of the
wording of the present Indian Act.” Because of all this, and certain
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other factors, it is realized that absolute self government would be an

unsound request, and impractical both to the Six Nations and to the
dominion government,

2. Laxps

Due to the manner in which the Six Nations inherited their property (see
Status of Six Nations) the decisions of the council in all land transactions, and
transfers between members of the Six Nations, shall be final and conclusive,
subject only to an appeal to the Justice Department.

However, there shall be no surrender of any Six Nations lands unless
two-thirds (2/3) of the total number of votes cast, favours such surrender.
(See Sec. 51-1. Indian Act).

3. AGRICULTURE

Since many Indians of Canada are occupying land suitable for agricultural
purposes, it is recommended that the revised Indian Act should make provision
for the establishment of a “Division of Agriculture”, provided with sufficient
funds to considerably increase the development and progress of agriculture on
the said reserves and cooperate with the provincial departments of agriculture
in which such Indians may reside so that they may share equally with other

residents of such provinces in the agricultural educational programs conducted
from time to time.

4. Epvcation

The joint committee is urged to consider the following recommendations

covering the educational needs on the Six Nations reserve:— :

(a) Teachers be placed on civil service with previsions for retirement.

(b) A salary scale be set up with provision for a minimum and & maximum

: salary.

(¢) That present school grants to pupils be continued, but that all students
so desiring, be allowed to attend high, continuation or collegiate
institutes, and that bus transportation be supplied and tuition fees be
paid.

(d) That required standings be reduced.

(e) A school nurse be supplied, who will check all reported illnesses. The
doctor to supervise vaccinations at regular intervals, and that milk be
supplied to the pupils at school.

(f) Sanitation supplies to be provided and water to be tested regularly.

(9) Adequate supplies of books to be provided.

(h) Dental services to be provided.

(1) The council suggests that Indian residential schools be made unde-
 nominational and placed under control of the department rather than
under church eontrol as in some cases at present.

5. SocIAL SERVICES

It is felt that a soeial service division should be established, with trained
personnel, to supervise and improve living and health conditions on the reserva-
tion. Tt is felt that such a division would do much to alleviate cases of suffering
on the reserve. This division could make provision for old age pensions, widows’
allowances and other benefits now available to those outside of reservations:

6. PosiTioNs IN INDIAN ADMINISTRATION AND Epvcation

In the matter of appointments to positions in Indian administration apd
education, Indians where qualified, should be given a preference, with Indian
veterans receiving first preference, then any Indian. and if no Indian can be

found qualified to fill the position, then the regular provision of the Civil
Service Commission should apply.
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7. ApPOINTMENT AND POWERS OF INDIAN AGENTS

The Six Nations Council endorses and supports the recommendations made
by the Okanagan Society for the Revival of Indian Arts and Crafts as outlined
in the special joint committee’s report No. 14, dated Thursday, July 18, 1946,
page 615, regarding the appointment, training, and definition of the powers of
the Indian Agents.

8. Tue Ricar T0 VOTE

We recommend that the revised Act should provide citizenship without loss
of lands or rights as at present. Such was given without question in the United
States. At the present there is the anomaly of the government conscripting for
military service, demanding income tax, collecting certain other taxes, and yet
saying that Indians cannot be citizens, cannot have old age pensions, and other
matters of social security and benefits. The vote should be given to all Indians
on the same basis as at present provided for Indian veterans.

9. Vores ror WoMEN

The women of the Six Nations are fully qualified to vote intelligently,
and it is the wish of this council that some provision be made at this time to
give them this right. In this connection we unanimously support the recom-
mendations made on page 632, section 4, of Report Number 14, 1946, to which
we have previously made reference.

10. Re-INSTATEMENT OF ENFRANCHISED MINORS

It is our opinion that some provision should be made so that any Indian,
who was enfranchised by his or her parents, as a minor, and who is now
prepared to reside on the Six Nations reserve, and providing that he or she is
prepared to repay their share of Six Nations funds, should be allowed to return,
and after a probationary period of two years, may be accepted and restored
to membership by the Six Nations counecil.

11. Inpian Act

Section 2 (i) should be deleted and where “person” is mentioned in the
Act, it should be made to read “anyone other than an Indian”. Although this
definition is only in the interpretation section and is used only as a definition in
the Act itself, it has been misunderstood in so far as the Indians are concerned,
and they have taken it to mean that they are not a “person” and have been
placed in the same category as minors and lunaties.

Section 3 should be amended so that it would read “The Governor-in-
Council, upon the application of the Indians, or non-treatry Indians, or any
of them, or any band or irregular band of them, or the reserves or special
reserves, or any portion of them, in any province or in the territories, or in any
of them, may be proclamation exempt such from the operation of this part”.

Section 13 should be amended by deleting the words “with the approval
* of the Superintendent General” and substituting therefor “Band or Council of
the Band”.

Section 14 should be amended by adding thereto “and any property held
by such Indian woman shall be sold by her within one year from her marriage
and if not sold, to be purchased by the Band or Council of the Band to which
she belongs at a price to be determined in such a manner as the Band or Couneil
of the Band may direct based on reasonable prevailing values”.

Section 17, subsection 2, should be amended so as to read “The Superin-
tendent General may, with the consent of the Band or Council of the Band,
cause to be deducted from the capital of the Band of which- such Indian was
formerly a member . . . ” ;

Section 18 should all be deleted and these new subsections sustituted
therefor.
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Subsection 1—The band or council of the band may from time to time
determine who is or who is not a member of such band entitled to share in the
property and annuities of the band. :

Subsection 2—The decision of the band or council of the band shall be
final and conclusive, subject o an appeal to the superintendent general.

Section 25 should be amended by deleting therein “Superintendent General”
and substituting therefor, “Band or Council of the Band”.

Section 26 should be amended by adding after”. . . shall descend” in
the fourth line, “according to the laws of descent on any intestacy in the
province in which such property is situated” and deleting the balance of the
section.

Section 26, subsection 2, should be amended by deleting “Superintendent
General” and substituting therefor “Band or Council of the Band”.

Sections 27 and 28 should be amended by deleting “Superintendent
General” and substituting therefor, “The Band or Council of the Band”.

Section 29 should be deleted in view of amendment to Section 26.

Section 31 should be amended by adding after “. . . obtained a location
gckzt", “or deed therefor upon the approval of the Band or Council of the

and”.

Section 32 should be amended by deleting “Superintendent General” and
substituting therefor, “Band or Council of the Band”, and adding to the sub-
section “subject to an appeal to the Superintendent General”.

Section 32, subsection 2, should be amended by deleting “Superintendent
General” and substituting therefor “Band or Couneil of the Band”.

Section 33 should be amended by adding after “. .. Superintendent
General” in the third line, “upon the recommendation of the Band or Council
of the Band” and deleting “Superintendent General” in the ninth line and
substituting therefor “Band or Council of the Band”.

Sections 34, 35, 36 and 38 should be amended by substituting “Band or
Council of the Band” for “Superintendent General” throughout.

Section 39 should be amended by adding subsection 4 as follows: “The
Band or Council of the Band may institute any action for and on behalf of the
Band for any claim or demand whatsoever, in any court having jurisdiction,
when His Majesty on behalf of the Band or Council of the Band neglects or
refuses to institute such action”.

Section 39, subsection 4, shall become subsection 5.

Section 43 should be amended by deleting “Governor-in-Council” and
substituting therefor, “Band or Council of the Band”. ,

Section 48 should be amended limiting expropriation only for public works,
and subsection 3 should be amended giving the band or council of the band
the right to choose their own arbitrator.

Section 51, subsection 2, should be deleted.

Section 52, and all subsections, should be deleted. We cannot urge too
strongly that this section and subsections of the Indian Act relative to the
removal of Indian reservations from urban centres be obliterated, as it is wholly
contrary to British democratic principles and opposed to those ideals for whieh
our young men fought and died.

Section 93, subsections 2, 3 and 4:—In the matter of expenditures from
the capital or interest accounts of the Six Nations, it is our opinion that no
expenditures of any sort should be made without the knowledge and consent
of the council, and that, in view of this opinion, that Section 93, subsection 2,
of the present Indian Act should be repealed as regards the powers granted
the superintendent general in this connection,—and in subsections 3 and 4
“Band or Council of the Band” should be substituted for “Superintendent
General”. Further we are of the opinion that in order that our people may
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have confidence and trust in the department, that the annual statement of all
expenditures and receipts, and the general statement of our trust accounts, should
be published for distribution annually to our people.

Section 94(a) should be amended by adding after the words “ . . . may
operate farms on Indian Reserves” in the second line—“with the consent of
the Band or Council of the Band”.

Section 95 should be deleted and the superintendent general should only
be given supervisory powers unless otherwise stipulated.

Sections 110 to 114 should be deleted.

Sections 126 to 137 should be deleted and the Indians should be governed
by the liquor laws and regulations in each province and they should have the
same rights and privileges of buying and consuming as the ordinary resident
of the province in which each band is situated.

Section 140(a), and section 140(a) subsection 2, should be deleted.

Sections 141 and 142 should be deleted.

Section 163 (a) should be amended by deleting the word “male”.

Section 176 should be amended, and provision made whereby the people
of the Six Nations may elect the chief councillor.

Section 178 should be amended to read “At such meeting of the Council
the Chief Councillor or his deputy appointed for the purpose, shall

(a) preside, and record the proceedings;

* (b) control and regulate all matters of procedure and form and adjourn
the meeting to a time named or sine die;

2. The agent for the reserve will be present and shall

(a) report and certify all by-laws and other acts and proceedings of the

Council to the Superintendent General.

(b) address the Council and explain and advise the members thereof upon

their powers and duties. : :

Section 185 should be amended by giving the band or council of the band
the same authority and jurisdiction over their own affairs as any municipal
authority has in the provinee in which the band is situated.

Finally—apart from the preceding brief which deals almost entirely with
matters affecting the revision of the Indian Act,—we would draw your attention
to certain remarks of various witnesses who have appeared before you, whose
statements we have read with considerable interest and with astonished
amazement.

. To refer to one in particular—your witness was speaking of the Reserve
at Brantford,—our own Six Nations,—quote “I think we must look forward
to their gradual assimilation”.

We very much resent those remarks, as we are proud of being Six Nations
Ipdians. We are thankful we have sons and daughters, and we hope that they—
like ourselves—will grow up with pride in the fact that they are, first—Six
Nations Indians, and secondly—good Canadians. :

The late Sir John Willison, speaking to a young Indian boy attending
Upper Canada College, gave this advice; “My son, remember always that it
takes a poor Canadian to make a good American. A man should have pride
in his race and the land of his birth.” We as a people are very conscious of his
meaning in the light of what is happening to-day.

We as a people bitterly resent these suggestions of assimilation or absorption,
and cannot accept such as inevitable.

We remember well the words which appear on Chief Red-Jacket’s monument
in Buffalo:—“When I am gone and my voice is no longer heard, the avarice
and guile of the white man will prevail. My heart fails me when I think of my
people, so soon to be scattered and forgotten.”
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What possible justification can there be for it to be so frequently urged that
Indian reserves must be broken up before the Indian can attain his rightful
place in equal partnership with his fellow Canadians.

The CHAIRMAN: Thank‘you. The next witness will be Mr. Joseph Hill.

Joseph Hill, called.

Mr. MacNicoL: Are there copies of the next submission?
The CuAmRMAN: I do not know.

By the Chairman:

Q. Have you any prepared submission?—A. Pardon?

Q. Have you any prepared submission?—A. Only on education. I have
nothing on the first part.

Q. Have you copies of it?—A. No, I have not.

Q. You are appointed by the Six Nations Council to represent your band?—
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is your occupation?—A. I am supervising principal.
Q. School teacher?—A. Yes. :
Q. Would you like to proceed?—A. May I sit?

Q. Yes, as long as you speak loud enough so that the committee reporters -

may hear you.

The Wirness: Gentlemen of the committee; I am dealing with education
and associated problems and related legislation, and I do not propose to speak
for any other group or any other reserve. If any of our recommendations may
be applied to other reserves and be of help to them, so much the better.

Education is the basis of progress of any people or group of people and the
cultural and even economic standards of any people or group of people may
often be measured by the education which such people or group of people have
attained. In dealing with education it must be understood that the Six Nations
have only recently emerged from a primitive stage in human development. Only
then can the results of such contact with highly organized civilization be under-
stood. The whole problem of the Six Nations will resolve itself into finding
a system of education which will help bridge the gap between their economic
and cultural levels and the. cultural and economic levels reached by their white
neilg}(libours, and to put this system into practice with such speed as is economically
sound.

During the last year I have noticed many things and I would like to
enumerate them to you.

First, the relationship of the number of pupils to the number of teachers
in grades. The teachers’ load should be reduced. Teachers should have better
salaries. At the present time the average salary is $1,500; the lowest being
$1,200 and the highest $1,800. I understand that next fall they will receive a
minimum of $1,500 and a maximum of $2,100, and with additions in the form
of annual increases of $100 each for six years. ;

Secondly, the lighting of the schools should be improved and provision
should be made for manual training, home economics and agriculture for Grades
VII and VIII and possibly Grade VI.

Everyone should have an opportunity to go to high school. Every year
of extra education a pupil receives counts for something you cannot measure
in dollars and cents, and the money spent is not lost. ;

The way you deal with an Indian family is different from a white family;
therefore, I believe that all those connected with Indian education should have
a good knowledge of Indian psychology. By having Indian teachers you will

‘i
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get closer harmony between the instructor and the pupil. I believe we have
the best rural education set-up in the provinee, but a purely academic course
falls short of preparing the vast rajority of our Six Nations’ youth for the
life which they must face. That is why I said provision should be made for
manual training. :

Some plan should be devised whereby school supplies could reach the
reserves more quickly. We have teachers in the crafts, and they should be
allowed to buy supplies as required. In the spring the teacher does not know
the requirement for the next fall; for instance, she does not know the number
of pupils or the number of projects that she may undertake. The teacher of
No. 6 school this year made a fine display of handicrafts and she bought the
supplies with her own money. : :

Last fall the children were given an 1.Q. test and we found they placed
on the same level as the children in Brant county. :

I should also like to suggest that scholarships be offered. Offers of scholar-
ships in the direction you want the student to go are always helpful; for
example, a normal school scholarship.

I would like to emphasize to the n-th degree that the Six Nations are
following the- curriculum as prescribed by the province of Ontario because
the background of the Six Nations’ pupils is comparable to the background
of the average rural pupil and they are able to assimilate the instruction given;
and those who wish to obtain a higher education must meet the requirements
of the province.

A word about history books. History books grossly exaggerate the violence
of our forefathers and present the Indians in a bad light.

I believe that our health education should be improved. Health- education
is given by nurses. We have that now; but I believe they should serve extra
nourishment, they should have hot lunches and pasteurized milk., And I
believe pasteurized milk is the greatest need.

Next is the matter of sanitation; washbasing, tubs, soap, paper towels;
and pails, water containers and we need better toilet facilities.

To the best of my knowledge at the present time there are no communi-
cable diseases and few deficiency diseases. Most of the pupils appear to be
well-nourished but there are a good many who are in urgent need of dental care.

There should also be some provision for the education of the parents in
the home. I think the answer to most of our problems lies in education, not
only of the children but also of the adult. Home conditions have a great
influence on our children. R

The Cumamrman: Thank you very much, Mr. Hill. - We appreciate that.
Now, if you gentlemen will kindly retire, we will call Mr. Sam Lickers.

Chief Sam Lickers, representing the hereditary chiefs of the Six
Nations, called:

The CuamrmaN: Mr. Lickers, I believe you represent the hereditary chiefs
of the Six Nations?

: The Wrtness: Yes, I do. Of course, we are not too badly off. The official
representative for Six Nations has brought out most of the points in which we
are concerned, but he speaks for this new counecil which we do not accept.:
There is one thing, however, which I would like to make clear, and it is this;
that if it had not been for our forefathers much which you have and enjoy
to-day would have been lost. : :

90034—2
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I have to ask you to make allowances for my limited ed'ucation. I have ;
some material here which T would like to read but I am afraid my English is
not equal to it.

The CuamMAN: Do T understand that yeu have a brief which you would
like to present?

The WirNess: Yes. This deals particularly with the question of the status
of our people. I thought we were to appear here to have a general talk.

The CHaRMAN: Well, Chief Lickers, what would you like to do? Would
you like to make your presentation, and then afterwards when we get through
hearing the other witnesses we can call you back and ask you questions?

The Wirness: Oh, I see.

The Cramrman: Would you like to read this brief for the chief, Mr. Lickers?

The Wirness: I am afraid my English would run out. ;

~ The Cuamman: We will ask our counsel, Mr. Norman Lickers, to read it
for you.

The Wirness: All right.

Mr. Lickers: The submission is as fallows:

“Srx NATIONS,
Grand River Country,
May 22, 1947.

To the Parliamentary Sub-Committee on Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Canada.

HoxouraeLE Sirs, We, the Six Nations of Grand River country under the
protection of the Haldimand Deed made between Sir Frederick Haldimand in
His Majesty’s name, King George III and Captain Joseph Brant, demand that
you abolish the Indian Act.

It was never accepted by the Six Nations’ Confederacy and was never
_ registered. In 1869 the Indian Act was enacted by the dominion government.
Before carrying it into effect the dominion government tried to get the Indians
to agree to it. An assembly was held at Sarnia in 1871. The Six Nations sent
delegates but when they understood why the meeting had been called, they
left at once. In 1890, the Canadian government tried to maintain that the Six
Nations were governed by the Simcoe Deéd of 1793 and by the Indian Act.
The Six Nations sent a delegate to London, who reported that the Colonial
Office did not consider the Simcoe Act as valid.

On the 25th of October 1784 the Treaty between the Six Nations people
and the British Crown was made which confirmed the Six Nations people an
independent nation. The Charter of King George III which can be found in
the House of Lords, the text of which reads as follows:— -

‘A Charter by King George III of England to the Five Nations Indians in

* North America.

1st Condition
The Five Nations Indians territorial government. Permanent independency.

2nd Condition

Conditionate permanent land of 12 miles wide on the Grand River from
its mouth to its source, to the Five Nations Indians.
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. 3rd Condition
Conditionate as long as the sun shall be moving in the heavens and grass
growing and the waters flowing in the rivers, the Indians shall draw presents,
blankets and other goods, etc.

4th Condition
Conditionate exemption of statute labour, toll bridges and toll ferries.

5th Condition
Conditionate that wherever land occupied by the white settler outside of
the 12 miles wide of the land grant to Indians, it shall only be the depth of
the plough that he has the privilege to use the land and the settler if he wants
to build a cellar or to dig a well must first obtain permission from the Six
Nations’ Council.

6th Condition

Conditionate that certain trees standing anywhere in occupation by white
settlers, holding fee simple, outside of the 12 miles wide land grant to the Five
Nations, namely Basswood, Black Ash and Hickory Trees, shall be the property
of the Six Nations Indians.

Games of all kinds, fish ete—The Indians shall not be molested at any time
to hunt, ete., ete.’

In 1867, eighty-three years after King George III had confirmed the Six

ations independency, Canada was created a dominion.

Honourable Sirs, has Canada to-day any authority to make such laws as
_ ‘The Indian Act’ for the Six Nations people? In chapter 98, under the title
‘Interpretation’ in the alphabet I of the Indian Act, you will find the definition
given of a ‘person’ of which the Six Nations people fail to understand. It reads
as follows— :

‘Person means an individual other than an Indian.’

The year 1924, the Indian Act was enforced by the changing of our govern-
ment by force of arms, abolishing our Confederacy and substituting councillors
elected for stated terms, ‘who are here today illegally representing the Six
Nations people. In spite of the enforcement of the new clective system under
the Indian Act, we, the people of the Grand River country have the majority
under the Six Nations Confederacy. We would ask a question, gentlemen. In
your democratic government where justice and honesty should prevail, when
has a minority over-ruled a majority?

This, Honourable Sirs, is the Red Man’s appeal for Justice.

Thank you.”

The Wirngss: There is another piece there that I have to read.

Mzr. Lickers: This is a copy of sessional paper No. 151, dated Thursday,
April 5, 1945.

The Cuamman: What is that, again? It is a document of the Dominion of -
Canada. That is not your brief.

o The Wirness: That was more or less appended to the brief to confirm our
idea.

The Cuamrman: Then I think it would be in order, to save time, if we had
the sessional paper filed so that it could appear in our printed record. You will
be prepared to answer questions in connection with it. I think that would be the
will of the committee.

~ Mr. Case: If it-is not read we will not have it before us.
Mr. Brackmore: He may want to diseuss it. We had better have it read.
90034—23
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The CramrrMAN: It is a rather lengthy document; however, it is entuely up
to the committee.
Mr. Brackmore: I'would rather hear it read.

The CHamMAN: It reads:

SESSIONAL PAPER NO. 151
THURsDAY, April 5, 1945.
CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 1

Return to an Order of the House of Commons, dated 22nd March, 1945, §
showing:— '
1. What is the text of the Haldimand Treaty under the terms of
which the people of the Six Nations Indians were settled on territory on
each side of the Grand River in Ontario.

2. What are the terms of the lease by which part of the territory, &
granted to the people of the Six Nations Indians under the Haldimand |
Treaty, was rented by Captain Joseph Brant and what were the rentals. -

3. What is the total amount of money—the property of the people
of the Six Nations Indians—now in possession of the Department of
Indian Affairs and how is it used and administered. ;
The attached information has been received by the Secretary of State
of Canada from the Department of Mines and Resources.

(S.) N. MecLarty,
Secretary of State of Canada

Reference No. 10
Mover: Mrs. Nielsen
Dated: April 5, 1945.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES

Answer:—

1. The Haldimand Treaty referred to is a grant and not a treaty.
A copy of the text of the grant is attached. ,

2. Joseph Brant, under authority of a power of attorney, from the
Six Nations Indlans dated November 2, 1796, made a number -of
leases to whites who settled on the Grand River. The leases were issued
for a term of 999 years at a nominal consideration. :

In 1830, Sir John Colborne, Lieut. Governor of Upper Canada, §
appointed three trustees on behalf of the Six Nations Indians to investigate
and report on the claims under the Brant leases. A report subsequently
was issued to which was attached a schedule of these leases indicating
those recommended for approval and others which were disallowed.

3. There is an account in the Consolidated Revenue Trust Fund of
Canada known as the ‘Indian Trust Fund’ and in that account there §{
is shown as at February 28, 1945, to the credit of the Six Nations Indian
Band at Brantford, amounts as follows: ;

Capital account, $708,452.32
Revenue account, $45,891.69 R |
The account is administered by the Department of Mines and Resources §
in accordance with the pr0v1s1ons of the Indian Act.
Note:—Interest at 5 per cent is credited to the account on the 31st of Ma,rch 1
in each year. i
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HALDIMAND GRANT

Freoerick Haupimanp, Captain General and Governor in Chief of the provinee
of Quebec and territories depending thereon, ete., ete., etc., General and
Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s forces in said province and the
frontiers thereof, ete., ete., ete.,

Whereas His Majesty having been pleased to direct that in consideration
of ‘the early attachment to his cause manifested by the Mohawk Indians and
of the loss of their settlement which they thereby sustained that a convenient

| tract of land under his protection should be chosen as a safe and comfortable

retreat for them and others of the Six Nations who have either lost their
. Settlements within the territory of the American states or wish to retire from
- them to the British. I have at the earnest desire of many of these His Majesty’s
faithful allies purchased a tract of land from the Indians situated between
the Lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron, and I do hereby in His Majesty’s name
authorize and permit the said Mohawk nation and such others of the Six
Nation Indians as wish to settle in that quarter to take possession of and
settle upon the banks of the river commonly called Ouse or Grand River,
running into Lake Erie, alloting to them for that purpose six miles deep from
each side of the river, beginning at Lake Erie and extending in that proportion
to the head of the said river, which them and their posterity are to enjoy forever.

Given under my hand and seal at arms at the castle of St. Lewis, at
Quebec, this twenty-fifth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and

" . eighty-four, and in the twenty-fifth year of the reign of Our Sovereign

‘Lord George the Third by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith and so forth.

FREDERICK HALDIMAND

By His Excellency’s command.
R. MATHEWS.

Registered 20th March, 1795
W Jarvis

Does that complete your submission?
The Wirness: I have others to read.

The CrAmrMAN: Is it your brief or is it not your brief.
The Wirness: It is more or less my brief.

Mr, HargNess: It is part of it, let us say.

| The WirNess: You must bear in mind that we have no education in the
Wway of bringing up questions to you gentlemen. You must remember that
there are two factions on the reserve. ;

The Cramrmax: Without getting into any controversy at the moment, what

 we would like you to do is to make your presentation any way you see fit and

to submit such material as you may desire to hring before the committee.
The Wirness: This is somewhat different.
The CuarrMAN: You have your brief here?
The Wirngss: Yes.
The Cmamman: Is this your complete brief?
The Wrtness: Just as I say, we have more material.
Mr. Case: That is not his complete presentation. ¢
The Cuarrman: Well, then, am I to take it that you have completed the

. Dresentation of your memoranda and that you now desire to make some

- extemporaneous remarks?
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The Wirnmss: Yes.

The CmARMAN: All right now, if you will just proceed we would
appreciate it.

The Wrrness: Will that be 0.XK.?
The CHAIRMAN: Yés.

The Wirness: I will try to give you the facts as they relate to the
Haldimand grant that was made to us by the Crown. That was around the
time of the war of the revolution. As you know, we have taken part in many
wars on your side. The first war, I think you will recall, was the Seven Years’ §
war. No doubt the committee know all about that war. Your people went in
and solicited help from my forefathers and they promised it to them. I do not
know whether they fulfilled it or not, but you got the consent of our people at |
that time to help you, and we formed the balance of power. And without that §
balance of power I may say, according to history, you would not have had
Canada. Great Britain would not have had Canada if it were not for the §-
balance of power. Even when they fought the French it was the same thing.
We became the balance of power again. When the United States rebelled it was
the same thing. That was the time when King George III instructed Sir Guy
Carleton, who was afterward Lord Dorchester, to induce the Six Nations to be
allies to the Crown, to stay with them at any cost. Sir Guy Carleton presented
his case literally on his knees, and promise upon promise was made. I do not §
know ‘that they have ever been redeemed or anything like that, but he had
promised that for anything they would lose they would be recouped on the §
same tenure.

The history of the Six Nations is interesting no matter where and when
told. When these promises were made by the representative of the King our §
forefathers had faith in the King because they thought that for every promise |§ .
that he makes he keeps his powder dry for that purpose. They had faith. The §
Indians fought and died, shed streams of blood and tears, and there were many |
empty chairs. What did we get when the whole thing was over? They were §
going to make us allies. What happened? Take the letters of Lord Dufferin, §
which are plain as daylight. He visited our reserve in 1872, and he went back §
in the fall—

By Mr. MacNicol:

Q. 18827—A. 1872 or 1882. Ten years would not make much difference. §
Lord Dufferin was here with Lady Dufferin. He wrote letters to our people, the §
Six Nations. I do not believe I have them with me at the present time, but it §
is not far from me. I can bring that up again. He said that the Six Nations §
were allies to the Crown, and that the friendship between Great Britain and §
our people, the Six Nations, is cemented with the blood of the good cause they §
were fighting for. 1

As T said a while ago there are many men who have put themselves on §
Hansard or on record that this is true, that the Six Nations hold a unique §
position in Canada, having a special treaty with the Crown. On pages 3646
and 3647 of Hansard of March 24, 1933, Mr. Elliott and Mr. Murphy as to §
the Six Nations of Brantford and Tyendinaga took the same position as that ¥
taken by the hon. member for Quebec south, namely that they were allies. All ¥
reserves in Canada have not the same status. All other Indians have a different §
status altogether.

At page 5181 of Hansard of June 26, 1925, the Hon. Arthur Meighen says:— §

This tribe—the Six Nations—I think ‘deserves better of us than any §
other in Canada having a special treaty with the Crown which this House §
should serupulously honour and protect. 1
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That is what he said. That is all we know. Of course, all that any of us know
is what we have borrowed, begged and stolen. That is all any one of us knows.

At page 5180 of Hansard of 1925 Mark Senn says:—

The Six Nations are in a rather unique position.

He refers to the fact they were given their lands by the British Crown.

At page 1152 of Hansard of 31 March, 1930, Mr. Frank Smoke, M.P.,
says:—

It is only the Six Nations that occupy that peculiar position.

Land was ceded to them by King George III through Governor Haldimand.

I will not be long. I will not tire you. At page 2605 of Hansard of
April 20, 1934 Mr. Frank Smoke, M.P., says:—

The Six Nations are allies of the British Crown.

The Hon. Frank Oliver, who was at one time superintendent general of Indian
Affairs, says in Hansard of April 5, 1909:—

The Six Nations are on a different footing than any other reserve
in Canada. They have a special treaty with the Crown and this House
should always have that fact in view.

. Then at page 4146 of Hansard of June 23, 1920, Mr. Meighen referred to the
fact that the treaty rights affect property. It would take a long time to give
all this because it is a very old matter, and these questions should be determined
while we are living in the time when the wrong can be made right. Surely you
gentlemen will work to that end because you can make our people happy. When
your backs were to the wall we helped.

I might say here that Hansard, of course, is not the law, but at the same
time it has been used to make the law, and it is the ideas of different men,
different, attitudes.

Mr. Frank Smoke has brought this question up more than once before the
House of Commons. Mr. Bennett at that time thought that he knew this ques-
tion pretty well. We may say here that the question has not been settled. The
Haldimand question, or the status of our tribe has never been settled. Before
1t 15 settled why make amendments to the laws that concern other Indians in
Canada? Why? Let us have an understanding first. Then we can make
a long term agreement. Let us have an understanding first because the question
has never been determined.

Take the Indian Act. It refers to bands. It is like a boy who has caught
a coon twice. He says, “The coon must be mine because I caught it twice.”
We have two deeds. One is the Haldimand deed and the other is the Simcoe
- deed. The Haldimand treaty says “Under His Majesty’s protection.” The
Simcoe deed says “Under our protection”, referring to the Canadian govern-
ment. You gentlemen were not so independent about that time, 1793. You
are more independent now than you were at that time, but our people at that
gge would rather have taken protection from the Crown. The Indian Act

8 — 4

~ “Band” means any tribe, band or body of Indians who own or are
interested in a reserve, and so on.

he two grants that were given to us do not say that. It was given to a nation,

goiederated nation, so the definition of “band” does not concern my people. It

8 on:—

—or in Indian lands in common, of which the legal title is vested in
the Crown.

How in the heck can a man surrender his property and still be John Brown?

b cannot be done, but that is your Indian Act. It is only when the land is
‘X?Stpd in the Crown that the Indian department or government has any juris-

letion, and under no other circumstances. This grant was given to the Six

ations Indians, a federated nation.
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As T said a while ago history is interesting. There are many times that
your mother country has relied upon our arms, many, many times. Today it
is all washed away. Since you have got fat and big you want to help to feed
us and help us and tramp on our neek because you are helping us. I say do
not do that because we are all human. One of the delegates said something
about being a person. My mind goes back a little way on that question. We
will call you gentlemen Gentiles. Before you came here we thought we were
human, but when you used that word “discovery” that made us what? When
any land or any country is occupied by human beings you cannot use that word
“discovery”, can you? It is not reasonable. The Simcoe deed—

By Mr. Reid:

Q. What is the Simeoe deed?—A. The Simcoe deed is the “giving and
granting by these presents to the said chiefs, warriors, women and people of the
Six Nations and their heirs, their full and entire possession of territory to be
held and enjoyed by them in the most free and ample manner.” That is the
Simcoe deed.

By Mr. Castleden:

Q. What was the date of that?—A. That is 1793. There are two things
which cause division on our reserves. It is these two deeds. It is a question
on which a division of opinion exists. Some say it is only the Simcoe deed which
gives them the right to make laws, but others say the Haldimand deed is an out
and out deed. Some of my learned friends will say, “Oh, no, that means some-
thing else.” It cannot mean anything else.

I was going to say this about the definition of the word “band.” How can
you use that, how can you make that thing applicable to our people? The
Indian says it cannot be done.

Then we see that section 2(j) of the Indian Act reads:—

* “Reserve” means any tract or tracts of land set apart by treaty or §

otherwise for the use or benefit of or granted to a particular band of
Indians, of which the legal title is in the Crown,
and so on. That is your Act. Taking the Haldimand deed I cannot see how
you can apply the Indian Act to our people before the question is determined.
That question should be determined for us. Who are we? Give us a break. I
do not say you have never done it before.
I suppose I could stay here for a week to dwell on these things. I would
say that we are divided on our reserve pretty badly because of these things. I
do not know why that is. I was glad to see my learned friend, Lieutenant
Colonel Randle. He has helped to dig a deeper ravine between our people. I

do not know what that means. Is it to divide and rule? Some have taken that

attitude, have they not, in times gone by? The first chance you get I should

like you to call me back. I should like to have you question me on this matter &

because any argument that cannot stand eriticism is no damn good. .
The CuaRMAN: Thank you very much, Mr. 8. Lickers. We appreciate your

presentation. If you will retire for a moment we will hear some other witnesses. -
The Wrrness: I wish we could have another round table conference.

The CHAIRMAN: Wg will have that later on. The next witness is Mr.
William Smith representing the defense council.

Mr. Harrness: What is the defense council?

The CrammaN: The defense council has some Indian representation here.
They are not official delegates from the Six Nations reserve.

Mr. HarrnEess: The Six Nations’ defense council.

Mr. NorMAN Lickers: That is not only from this reserve but from all the
Iroquois both in Canada and the United States.
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e Mr. HarkNgss: Does it include the St. Regis reserve and the Caughnawaga,
and so forth?

Mr. Lickers: Partly, yes.

The Cuamman: We will now hear Mr. William Smith.

Mr. Syrra: Mr. Asa Hill is the spokesman for the defense league.

The Cramrman: You are William Smith?

p Mr. SmitH: Yes.

Mr. Asa Hill, called:

By the Chairman:
g Q. Have you a brief, Mr. Hill, and can you circulate it among the members?
- —A. Yes, sir, I have,. :
Q. Can you let us have it?—A. First of all do you want to understand
the constitution of this league? Do you want me to read the constitution?
Q. Have you a brief prepared? If you have we will circulate that among
- the members—A. I am very sorry that we left our brief at the hotel. We were
Supposed to come at the end so we did not bother bringing the brief with us.
Q. You can let us have it later. Will you proceed now? How long is the
constitution? Have you the whole constitution there?—A. It is a couple of pages.
Q. Can you tell us what it is without reading it?>—A. My -friend is more
3 familiar with the constitution than I am.
B The Craamrmax: Can you tell us, Mr. Lickers, what the defense league is?
3 Mr. Lickers: They have the constitution there.

£ The Cuamrman: Can you tell us from your knowledge what the defense
~ league is?
Rl Mr. Lickers: The defense league was an organization set up in 1925 under
9 ﬂ.le leadership of Chief Clinton Rickard. Prior to that time there was some
o -dlfﬁculty about Indians in Canada crossing to the United States, a right which
~ Was given them in the Jay treaty of 1794. To restore those rights to the Indians
- this defense league was set up. As a result of their work they were able to
~ DPrevail upon the United States government to give Indians free passage as
etween the two countries. This league is merely for the purpose of seeing that
'Ph&_t right is properly protected now and in the future; and also to protect any
Jndividual of the Six Nations Confederacy on either side in the event that they
T afoul of customs regulations or that any hindrance is placed on them in
Crossing the border from one side to the other. They are an organization which
~ e assisting the Indians in that regard. ;
The Cramrman: Thank you, Mr. Smith. We would like to have this-put
On record. Is this your full contribution?

The Wirngss: That is the full constitution.
The Cmamman: I think that should be in the record.

N TR T
4 % W 4 o b |

| {4
Parr T op Tue ConstiTuTioN OF THE INDIAN DEFENSE LEAGUE OF AMERICA:

. Tue PrREFACE

- . The constitution of the Indian Defense League of America has hereby been
B drawn up and approved by representative groups of Indians from the United
‘ tai:,es and Canada and is designed and constituted for the memberships of the
Odians of America only.” Therefore it seeks to offend none of our people but
O Work for the welfare of us, the Red Man, the aborigines of America; and to
Preserve to us and our posterity the good established for us by the leaders of
Our many tribes; and to honour the humanitarian and philosophic prineiples of
Many noble sages from among our people regardless of tribe.
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We, therefore, in this league pledge to continue these fundamental principles
in government and conduct the life of its members, that we in this present and 3§
modern age may never forget the nobler ideals of our ancient people and to
glean from modern civilization all that is good and of interest to the needs of |
our people. g
It is designed to unify all tribes or any members thereof for in unity of
purpose, the welfare, rights, treaty guarantees and privileges once awarded to 3
our various tribes may never perish and the blood of a great race might continue %
to run in the veins of a people that vet can live anew in a land of tolerance,
justice and freedom, a land wherein we have a just elaim to live unmolested
and of which we are innately the first citizens. £
In formulating the final rulings of this league from the minutes of previous
meetings, we must in retrospect honour Chief Clinten Rickard who founded this
league in 1925 on the democratic principles of our forefathers. As the great
Sachem of this league Chief Rickard has taught its members the values of justice 3
and equality to all,"the principle of democracy, the virtues of our race and 3
- character which has long been misrepresented and perverted. Upder his leader- 3§
ship this league achieved for the Indians of America the restoration of the unique &
pivilege of free border crossing between Canada and the United States granted 3
by the Jay treaty of 1794, which privilege was constantly challenged and finally
jeopardized by congress in a bill designed to guard the United States from
certain aliens. k|
This league therefore celebrates this event on the third Saturday of July
commemorating the restoration of these treaty rights and may it perpetually be -
symbolic that all treaties and laws pertaining thereto for whatever tribe or
member within the league will be upheld and sought out by this league. '
_ The Indians of America have and are reésponding in greater numbers to the 3
ideals of the league and a continual demand by all classes in America for a §
better understanding of the present and ancient Indian race sanctions the 1
opinion, heretofore upheld, that this league shall be based on the governmental §
principles of the republic known to the ancient American as founded by -
Dekanahwideh and Hiawatha and to weave into its ritual those never forgotten §
ceremonies to the Great Spirit for thanksgiving and condolence. 1
Christianity in its full is sacredly recognized and upheld by this league. «~ §
Dekanahwideh, the law giver appeared unto certain tribes teaching peace, §
power and equality to all. With Hiawatha, Dekanahwideh founded on these §
. eternal prineiples the great confederacy of peace known as the Six Nations under §
the sacred covenant before the Great Spirit and under His seal. This confederacy §
was purposely constituted with the view, that all tribes might be at some time an P
important nation within this league and its democratic ideals; “The Great White
Tree'of Peace” was planted. Its roots reach out in every direction that every
tribe whatsover, regardless of creed or language might follow to the bowl of the -
Geat Tree of Peace, and there bury all weapons of war and sit at the couneil
fire thereof, that the Red races might never rise against each other in deadly
enmity and banish forever the evils and horrors of war, dissension and petty
strife, that these tribes might honorably call themselves the Red Children of §
the Great Spirit. ‘
. This league therefore pledges to continue this League of Peace and promote 1
this high purpose that its members may in unity and accord work for the welfare §
of the Indian and that all tribes may gather under the spreading Tree of Peace §
that the Red Man of America might be a blazing beacon for peace and a glowing §
escutcheon to the glory of our race, for in the power of peace is courage, faith §
- and humamty‘, and the all conquering force of justice. :
A great light came to our people when Handsome Lake taught our people
to live pure and noble lives that our race might grow in stature physically and §
spiritually. He taught us our duty to the Great Spirit, the just Giver of Life i
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and to honour Him not only with most colorful rites and ceremonies with thanks-
giving, but with our very lives. He taught charity among all, justice and honesty.
He taught us to be kind to the aged and to our children, and prophesied that
from this purity of living a mighty race will grow. . '
This league honours this teaching, not disparaging the word of God but holds

fast to these ideals as a compliment to the fulfilment thereof. This league

therefore honours the ancient religion of our forefathers and demands of all
members a tolerant view and urges a pledge to follow this teaching, that our

- race might grow in statute physically and spiritually,”

. Mr. Rem: Mr. Chairman, I want to ask Mr. Lickers (Counsel) for some
mformation.  Speaking for myself, I do not know anything about these gentle-
men or who they are representing, and I would like to know. Is this group
representing the Six Nations, are they official delegates representing the Six
Nations Indians.

The CrammMmaNn: No, they are not representing the Six Nations.

. Mr. Rem: I would like to have explained to us just who they are. I would
like to know.

The CuARMAN: All right.

Mr. Rem: I want the picture clear in my mind. I think it should be
explained who these gentlemen are if they are not connected with the Six
Nations; if they are separate and apart from them we want to know who they
are and who they represent. I must confess that I find myself somewhat in the

dark on this matter and I want to get a clear picture of it now.
The Cramrman: All right, go ahead, Mr. Lickers.

Mr. Lickers: The first delegation that you heard was the delegation—
The CrAlRMAN: We are concerned with this delegation. ; :
Mr. Lickers: I thought perhaps I could explain the whole picture to you.
Mr. Rem: Yes, give us the whole thing.

The CrAmMAN: Your time is my time, gentlemen. You have a long list

. and little time; so, go to it.

. Mr. Lickers: The second delegation was from the hereditary chiefs of the
Six Nations, as Chief Lickers pointed out. When the Indian Act came into
force and also when the hereditary council was abolished on the Six Nations
reserves and the elected council was set up there was very great division of

* Opinion as to what authority the government had to do that, so that you have

at the present time a sharp cleavage between them; the elected council and the
beople of the Six Nations reserves who believe that the government had no
authority to impose the Tndian Act on them sfill carry on under the old here-
ditary chief system. They hold council meetings and everything else like that.
he next delegation that vou had was the hereditary council; and now you have
before you the Indian Defense IT.eagne of America which comprises people
from both the hereditary council and the elected council who are interested in
Seeing that the Indians are properly .protected in connection with border
g‘of_sings from Canada to the United States and vice versa. They are all Six
ations.

Mr. Bryce: They are all Six Nations Indians?
Mr. Lickers: Yes.
Mr. Brycr: But they are not all from the one reserve?

Mr. Tickers: No. They are all Six Nations Indians, but the first two
delegations that vou heard come in full from the Six Nations reserve.

The Crarman: Yes, but to become a member of the defense league you
do not have to be a member of the band; it does not matter where you live.
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Mr. Lickers: No, no.

The CaarrMAN: You mean it is only for the Six Nations?

Mr. Lickers: Only for the Six Nations.

The Cramman: I understood there are members from St. Regis on it, and
others.

Mr. Lickers: They are all Iroquois, Six Nations.

The CuamrMan: But they do not have to live on a Six Nations reserve?

Mr. Lickers: No, but you have to be a member of the Six Nations Indians,
or the Iroquois Confederacy, whichever you want to call it.

The Cuarman: But not of necessity a Six Nations reserve Indian?

Mr. Lickers: No, not of necessity. This is an- international organization
covering all the Iroquois confederacy, as it was at one time.

The Caarman: All right now gentlemen; if you will proceed, please.

The Wirness: Mr. Chairman, may I say at the outset that we of the Indian
Defense League of America are supporting the old system of the Council and
Confederacy of the Six Nations.

The Craairman: Let us get along with the brief.

The WrtNEss:

INDIAN DEFENSE LEAGUE OF AMERICA

Post Office Box 305
Niagara Falls, N.Y.

To the Members of the Joint Committee
House of Commons, Ottawa, Canada

Ho~oraBLE S1R,—As an international Indian organization we are asked to
submit the general decisions of its members and after many meetings, the
following was passed and adopted as the knowledge of the Indian Defense
League of America and general among the Indians especially of the Six Nations
as hereunder endorsed.

We hereby present this brief summation in the good faith of a democratic
Indian organization avowed to the principles of democracy and in denunciation
of any form of “ism” or dictatorship. In the present confused world condition
democracy is in need of every bulwark dedicated to the preservation of freedom
in every form. We hope that the outcome of this brief letter will serve our
white brothers to better understand our people and that the God-given principles
of freedom and justice for which so much was given and for whlch S0 many
died, including our own youth, will be manifest in the future dealings with our
people not only in Canada but throughout America in full accordance with the ;
Atlantic Charter. ;

We assume that the committee dealing with the Indian question are well

versed in ail Indian treaties especially of the Six Nations who have been a
treaty-making people since 1530. In the Cayuga Arbitration of 1912 (Vol. I
Memorial to His Britannic Majesty’s Government) the status of the Six Nations
was again emphasized and the Cayuga funds now held in trust at Ottawa is
testimony to the validity of the many treaties involved. The generation that
concluded these treaties respected the Six Nations and sincerely felt that their
forbears would forever hallow these treaties and we hope that this generation of
Canadians too will take the same consideration in the respect and we surely
know that morality and sense of iustice has increased and not deteriorated with

passing generations and that this is the beginning of a broader outlook for our §

people.
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The Indian Aect which is herein under consideration and to be revised or °
already revised has been criticized not only by the Indian people but any one
privileged to read it.

The purpose of the Act has been in the eyes of the Indian, not one of
protection as stipulated by treaty but one of domination and coercive, inasmuch

- as it centralized authority in the Superintendent General.” Its purpose seemed
to be to coerce self-respecting natives into acecepting enfranchisement which
act many Indians repented, for they still found themselves Indians and
third-rate citizens at best, off the reservation regardless of the vaunted privilege
to vote. A man’s children of minor age were victims of this unjust law as
they were taken off the band without their individual free will which is the
corner-stone of democratic justice. ;

i The progressive Six Nations people who have counted themselves among

| the most free and most democratic minded people found the Indian Act

k accompanied by seemingly civil police the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to
~ Wwhom it was an end to treaty obligations and the right of a superior power

- to dominate minor people without respect for the elementry professes of

. democracy. It was a covert act about which the Canadian people knew nothing.

- Before the advent of the Indian Act the Six Nations were well on the way to
~ better education and improvement but the act brought forth leaders who had

. Do respect for their own history, traditions and self-respect and national pride;

- leaders who if they were not true to their own people can surely be true to no

i ~ principle but graft and false vanity that this Act instituted. Our self-respecting

E Indians have remained adamant against the Act, the majority silently resisting

~ by having no traffic with the law that would destroy their self-respect. Many
left their farms to better conditions even without the borders of Canada with
faith and hope that we could still remain Indians. The minority favoured by
the Indian Act have long posed for the Indian Dept, tutored by the Indian
agent. We hope that this minority will not solicit more favoritism by outright
forfeiture of their own people.

The Indian Act does not protect the lands of the Indians or attempt to
provide for the recovery of lands belonging to the Indians either by primordial
fee simple or lands held by treaty, nor does it attempt to persecute just claims

~ against companies or organizations who have taken advantage of the generous
e Indians unmercenary philosophy. It seems to the Indian that this is the first
~ duty of a government and a people to justly protect, what little remains to the
. Indians by treaty, and to the people they call wards. It is a small duty when
: compared to the vast resources now called crown property by conjured naive
./ Dhrases such as by right of colonization. We hope that public statements of
g this tenor do not inspire such foreign power to assume this right and start
colonizing in parts of our uninhabited dominion.
The Indian department, has in no way encouraged our qualified Indians.
any of our better educated Indians have fled the country to hetter positions
Whe}n they should be holding responsible positions as agents or guardians of -
eir peoples’ welfare throughout the dominion instead of those with pull
qualification only. A disagreement with the Indian Act is tantamount to
disqualification to any civil position and counted a civil misdemeanour. If the
€partment practises this discrimination in eivil lberty what chance has any
Andian if he became enfranchised in competiton with. whites off the reserve
Where the same diserimination would be practised. A few paragons among our
People have succeeded, the adverse is far more evident, they are those who
Would gladly enjoy the refuge of the Indian lands in adversity. :
r Indian women enjoyed for centuries political equality with men and
-day outnumber men in arts and education, but have no place in the Indian Act.
- D our present organization, our women enjoy this privilege and many are the
real leaders in the community.
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The argument that the Indians are backward because of being left-on
reserved lands is false and more rational objection to justify conﬁscatlon of
Indian property. It is natural for peoples of common ancestry or race to want
to live in communion with,each other, hence you have your Chinatowns, Italian
sections in your cities ete. There are Doukhobor settlements, German and
Russian settlements, and even whole towns are national; in World War I a town
called Berlin was renamed Kitchener; also vast slum districts, and back hill
countries prove that the worst does not exist on Indian reservations. It is
not this natural segregation that kills enterprise, it is the ever present shackling
of the individual that hinders progress and crushes the morale of any people.

From the vast natural resources of this country a substantial allotment
could better the condition of the Indian in health and education. A restoration
of his national spirit of freedom would give a new impetus to progress. This
new idea of involuntary enfranchisment which is contrary to the principles of
democracy means little to the Indian as it does to a vast number of citizens,
inasmuch as his citizenship to this country is one that cannot be purchased or
prescnbed on paper. This new idea of enfranchisement to become a full pledged
citizen is superficial to a man native to the country especially when his taxes
are paid for generations to come by the loss of his vast domain. This is difficult
for our white brothers and immigrants to understand and we cannot believe
that they are envious of the Indians unique status. We, in other words want
to be Indians, self-respecting, self-governing Indians whom the Canadian people
can justly be. proud of as their Indians; Indians are as natural to this country

as its physical features. We cannot believe that just Canadians with a sense

of historical values would tolerate an overnight education of the Indian people
(The Marois of New Zealand enjoy their prlrmdorlcal rights and have their own
representative in parliament.)

We believe in the gradual fusion of races, a gradual erosion of borders,

broadening spirit of freedom that was written into the Jay Treaty, that for

them there is no border between Canada and the United States. An ideal is
futuristic as the “One World” prescribed by Wendell Wilkie.

Under the leadership of the chiefs we were willing to sipk or swim with
the British, we stood our ground at Moraviantown when Proctor fled. We stood
at Vimy Ridge and were even at Iwo Jima and Dunkerque. We have fulfilled
in every way our obligations as Allies and brothers, yet on the floor of Geneva
we were called “Savages”. We would have our white brothers remember that
through the course of our history we have never been savage enough to dlsown
our treaties and obligations.

We hope that if there must be an “Indian Aect” that it will be called by the
“Indian Bill of Rights” and will be the rebirth of the old freedom once enJoyed
by Indian people throughout America. :

Respectfully Submitted,

MELVIN M. JOHNSON,
Grand Secretary.

The Cuamrman: Thank you very mueh. Gentlemen, is' it your pleasure h

that we meet at 4 o’clock? :
Mr. MacNicoL: I cannot be here at 4 o’clock. I am very much interested

in this delegation. For twenty-five years I have been a student of Iroquois

history. I cannot come at 4 o’clock because we have another very important

committee meeting at 4 o’clock. I wonder if we could sit in the evening

once in a while.

The CratRmMan: We have met on several Friday evenings. We have met
on some Tuesday evenings. : :

=
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Mr. MacNicorL:© What does that mean?

The Cuamrman: We will have to give it thought. We might meet again
this afternoon. There is a large delegation still to be heard and we may have
to-sit, to-night.

~ Mr. BuackMmore: I wonder if we could not find it convenient to sit this
evening.

Mr. FarquaAR: It was agreed that we would sit again this afternoon at
four o’clock.

The CuamrMAN: All right, then, gentlemen; we will meet this afternoon

at four o’clock, and if necessary, again this evening, if it is convenient.

The committee adjourned at 1.07 p.m. to meet again this day at 4.00 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION

—The committee resumed at 4.00 o’clock p.m.

The Cmammman: We will proceed with our business. The next witness
We will have will be chief William Meawasige. Will you come forward, please.
. . Mr. Farquuar: Mr. Chairman, if you will allow me I should like to say
I Introducing the chief to-day that he is representing some ten different bands

- On Manitoulin Island and vieinity which includes the “Soo” line. There is also

“ & b

B

Mr. Peltier here who would probably like to sit beside the chief.
The Cuammman: I think that would be quite all right if he would.

. Mr. Farquaar: Mr: Peltier represents one of the largest reserves on Mani-
toulin Island, the reserve of Wikwemikong. While we are only allowed one
Teépresentative by the committee he has been sent here by the other bands in

at section.

The Cuamrman: Other bands or reserves?

Mr. Farquuar: I suppose we would call it reserves, but they have different
ba_:nds. I have much pleasure in introducing these two gentlemen to the com-
mittee to-day. Beside the briefs on which they have all agreed they have
Separate briefs from some of the different reserves on the Manitoulin Island
and along the “Soo” line.

The Cramrman: Thank you very much, Mr. Farquhar.

Chief William Meawasige, called:

By the Chairman.:

Q. Chief, you are & resident of Manitoulin Island and you are chief of what
Yeserve?—A. T am not a resident of Manitoulin Island. I am from the Serpent
iver band on the north shore.

e, lc\lffr. Farquuar: He lives at Cutler just off the main line running to the

nd.
By the Chairman: | :

. You are chief of one of the reserves?—A. The Serpent river reserve.

. How long have you been chief?—A. Six years.

- Were you elected?—A. I was elected.

. Six years ago?—A. Six years ago.

You were re-elected when?—A. I do not know about re-election. I

€ been chief for six years next September to be exact.

- Do you have an annual election or a bi-annual election?—A. In three-
Year termg. )

OLOOD
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Q. You were re-elected three years ago?—A. Yes
Q. How old are you?—A. I will be 50 next month. »
The CHARMAN: Are there any other preliminary questions that the members 1
of the committee would®like to put to this witness? Will you proceed, chief. 3§
The Wrryess: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: First of all I wish to thank “§
the committee in the name of all the Indians of the northern territories whom ¢
I am here to represent. I feel that it is an honour to appear before you on their
behalf and sincerely hope I may be of some assistance to the committee in the
d]fcilicu]t }Iash of consulermg what are the best changes that may be made in the i |
Indian Act -

To the parliamentary committee for the examination of the Indian Act,

HoxoraBLE GENTLEMEN,—In response to an invitation extended to us to
send a delegate to Ottawa to speak before your committee on our behalf, we,
some thirty-two chiefs and delegates from ten bands of the Manitoulin Island
and North Shore District, held a meeting in Little Current, Ontario on May 19.

As ours is a very large territory and the problems to be discussed are many
and intricate, it is well-nigh impossible for one man alone to do justice to our
cause, wherefore we have duly eleeted two delegates to go to Ottawa for us—
Chief William Meawasige of the Serpent River Band on the North Shore:
and Lawrence Peltier of the big Wikwemikong band on the Manitoulin Island. §
The expenses of the latter are being defrayed by ourselves. B G

These men carry with them a general brief which we have all drawn up:
together in assembly, and which we hope they will read and discuss with you. "
They will also take to you various briefs from individual bands and associations, “§
namely: Mississauga, Serpent River, Sheshegwaning, Sucker Creek, Spanish
River, West, Bay, Whitefish River, Wahnapxtae Bands, and Wlkwemlkong War
Veterans’ Association. Sheguiandah reserve although represented at the meeting
had no individual brief. These briefs we would like to see printed as appendices
to your minutes of proceedings and ev1dence )

In regard to the procedure at our' meeting, we read through all the briefs "
a section at.a time, commented on them sometimes in Indlan, sometimes in
English, and then had motions regularly moved and seconded and voted upon
as to what we thought should be put in the general brief. Much of the matter:
of the individual briefs will, therefore, be found in this general brief, but there"
were other ideas, too, which were brought in by the different speakers and they
will be recorded here. As our time was limited, we didn’t dwell long upon some
problems which concerned, perhaps, one band alone that’s one reason why we
want all the briefs published so that you could read them afterward and take
suitable action. b

1. Treaty Rights and Obligations ¢
It was the opinion of all that there had been far too many failures on the
part of the Indian department to abide by the treaties aolemnly entered into
with the Indians, and the Indian department is notoriously lax in protecting the
Indians’ rights guaranteed by solemn treaty. If they are short of money, they
seek ways to escape the annual payment of the Robinson Treaty money by
striking off the list all classes of people, e.g., women who had received 1t all'g
their lives until they married an Indiar who didn’t receive it. The mere fact &
of their marriage could never alter this fact, namely, that they still were ¥
descendants of the original signers of the Robmson Treaty, to which signers and
to their descendants the annual payments were promised. 3
Whether it was well organized tourist organizations that wanted to deprive
the Indians of their treatv-guarantped hunting and fishing rights, whether it w
game-wardens and small-town magistrates ’ohat wanted to browbeat the Indians;
whether it was provincial governments that desired to wrest from the Indlans
rights set up by treaties made before the provinces themselves came into exist-
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ence; whenever, in short, it was a case of white man against Indian, in practically
~all cases the Indian department was spineless enough to flout the treaties, sell
* the Indian down the river, play ball with the white man. They neglected their

trust.
gy We wish to see these treaties restored to their former vigour, we want long-
. established abuses corrected, and we pray for a more courageous and honest
- Indian department in the future.

Let our Robinson Treaty, especially, be abided by hereafter in all its
clauses. Let commerecial fisherman and white trappers move off our hereditary
breserves pledged to us by solemn treaty, let “sportsmen” seek their sport
elsewhere than on our reserves, let our people get their daily food of game and
.ﬁs'h without being arrested, fined, imprisoned at the whim of every petty official
n the country.

2. Band Membership.

It was felt by everybody that the band councils themselves should have
much more say in the matter of who is to be taken or excluded from the band.
The Indian department usurps too much power to itself, and tackles more
work than it can properly handle, hence endless irritating delays in transacting
business. The policies in regard to band membership don’t necessarily have
to be the same across the entire width and length of Canada. Let each band
‘make up its own mind on the subject, or at least have more authority in the
matter than it has at present.

3. Tazation.
 Everybody present-appeared to be against the payment of income taxes
‘and indeed taxes of any kind. The Sheshegwaning reserve were not in favour
of such indirect taxes as radio licences, and the Sucker Creek reserve thought
that all money derived from licences sold to Indians, e.g. to hunt and fish
should go to the Indian department rather than to the province.

< 4. Enfranchisment of Indians both voluntary and involuntary.

All were opposed to any idea of compulsory enfranchisement. We are
. Il}dians and wish to remain so. ‘But it was generally felt that if an individual
~ Wished voluntarily to enfranchise that it was his own affair and he should
be permitted to do so. However, some thought that children should not he
taken out of the band by their father when he enfranchised but that they
.should lbe left as members of the band until they reached an age to decide for

emselves.

5. Voting.

Most of those assembled were in favor of voting at least in the Federal

s ele_ct'aons, and some, too, in the provincial, as long as all their present rights and

= (I));'lvﬂgges were fully protected and nothing had to be traded in for the privilege
Voting.

The Sucker Creek Reserve and North Shore reserves developed the idea

5 of working up gradually to the position where the Indians would have their

OWn member(s) in parliament to protect their interests.

' The Whitefish River delegation did not want to touch the vote in any way,
ape or form. They feared it as the opening wedge of a process whose results

€y could not foresee, but thought it wise to have nothing to do with. The

~ “Ississauga band agreed with them in not wanting to vote.

6. Old Age Penstons, Relief ete. "

e The delegates agreed that our old people were not being sufficiently well
e ken care of. The Indian is often destitute in old age. While he might have
S ghfaper housing than the whites, that was balanced by the fact that he had often

90034—3
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to pay much more for his food, since he lived in remoter areas and transportation 4
increased the cost. All agreed we should have old age pensions, mothers’
allowances, relief, on an exact par with the whites and not be dhcummated
against.

7. Encroachment of Whités on Indian Reserves.
This was a matter in which several ideas were blought out. Present

regulations in regard to non-Indians coming into the reserve to fish and hunt %

should be strictly enforced. They have been getting away with murder,
especially in the shooting of deer. They coax the Indian also far too often to
kill deer and supply them with cheap meat. Indian agents should be asked to
check up closely on this, and game wardens could well devote some of their time
and energy to this, and leave the Indians alone. It’s the whites get the Indians °
into trouble, by tempting them to kill game for them ete.

White people shouldn’t be allowed to set up as squatters on Indian reserves.

An important point is that when white men, business firms and so on come ~S§

-to do business on Indian reserves, the Indians should be fully protected. Some- *
times firewood, cattle, timber are sold by the Indians at excessively low prices.

Since the Indians are really being victimized by some dealers, for instance W

in barkwood, it might be well for the Indian department to investigate the 3§
marketing of these commodities. ‘

Care should be taken that the natural resources of a reserve aren’t sold too
cheaply without thinking of future generations. Some reserves give up pulp and
timber rights too easily.

8. Education.

The views of the delegates were very decided about the continued necessity :
of denominational schools and residential schools. These bands are made of

Christian Indians who well realize the importance of religion in all phases of

everyday life, and especially in education. They definitely don’t want public
schools.

are oftentimes a poor lot, just leftovers from the whites. The Indian schools -

But much more has to be done to make our schools better. The teachers - j"

should pay as much in the way of salaries as the white schools, or even more,

if necessary, so as to get the best in the way of good, qualified teachers. The
equipment of the schools should be improved in every way, and the schools well
supplied with all they need. A

The West Bay delegation emphasized a good point; namely, that in primary
schools where the children in the lower grades speak Indian only, then oftentimes
an Indian-speaking teacher would be more successful and accomplish more than
an English teacher who might have a better certificate. ]

Greater efforts should be made by the Indian department to push on Indian

children for higher education; the girls to become teachers, nurses and so on, :

and the boys to go through high school and even further. There is no reason why
we should not have Indian doctors, lawyers, skilled craftsmen and so on. The

department has been very backward in this matter, and has kept back the pro-  §

gress of the Indians.

Our residential schools should be developed in every way, and plenty of

money spent on them to make up for the money that wasn’t spent on them in the

past years, and to make them modern in every way. They should be able to |

teach high school, on an equal footing with white schools.
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As regards studies, books and so on, the day schools on Indian reserves
should follow the course of the Ontario schools, so that children transferring
rom an Indian school to a white one, as often happens, won’t lose a year or two.

9. Medical Care, etc.

Some doctors are very devoted and really self-sacrificing in their attendance
on the sick, but others because of old age or natural laziness don’t give the
I{ldians very good service. The Indian department should be quick to change or
d}'scharge a doctor when continued protests of the Indians show he isn’t doing
his job. The Indian agent, also, should check up on the way his Indians are
being treated, and see that they get the care and attention they need.

Public health nurses should visit Indian schools. They are needed there

more even than they are in white schools, and they should visit round th reserves
more,

i Dentists and eye-specialists should be supplied by the Indian department
* 88 a regular service.
Old age homes should be established wherever possible. They should be
Small so that the Indians won’t have to leave their own reserves and their friends
20 out among strangers.

On large reserves with much live-stoek, some provision should be made for
Securing the services of a veterinary.

10. Relations With the Indian Department.

Some agents are very good and are genuinely trying to do a good job. Many

of the difficulties existing at present are due to the fact that some of these men

ave far more work than they can handle. They should have plenty of office

- assistance, so that important documents and letters won’t lie on their desks for
. Weeks unattended. :

: They should be free to a certain extent from too much office work, so that

o hey can visit round the different reserves in their agency and see things for

l% ,, ;}kl)emselves and remedy matters, giving advice where needed and correcting

- dDuses.

' It would help matters'a great deal, if the council itself could do more work
? of Its own accord and make its decisions in ordinary matters. Far' too much
3 b}lsmess is handled in Ottawa, that could be handled by the local council. Often-
& ‘ttme.s the local council would make a better job of it. Sometimes in matters of
* Dpublic decorum and morality they have a clearer insight into things than

ttawa seems to have. Many clear abuses could easily be corrected by the
B chief and couneils, that Ottawa seems never to be able to correct or even want
- to correct.
I . The two agents we have to deal with—Mr. Ross Johnson of the Manitowan-
~ Ing Agency and Mr. D. Lawrencg of the Sault Ste. Marie Agency—seem to be
 Yery honest, hard-working, fair-minded men. If the department would help

hem out o bit, they could really do a good job. ~
i It is felt that when the time comes to actually draft the new Indian Act,
?- that the Tndians themselves should assist in the drafting of it.

SRR - PR o N
s 3

' More and more Indians should be prepared to take an actual part in the
Work of the Indian department. It shouldn’t be composed so much of white
Men. Tndians could be trained for this work. ‘

May we say in conclusion, honourable gentlemen, that we are very happy

E to have had the privilege and honour of appearing here before you, and to have

%3& Obtained so sympathetic a hearing. Already in the minds of the Indians, your

5

=l

ommittee has obtained a great reputation for fairness and square dealing. There

o)

900343




1298 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

is a noticeable uplifting in the mental attitude of the Indians in general, and a
decided improvement in- -morale, because at long last it does begin to look as if ©
they are going to be treated as human beings, as men. We thank you. %

Signed by

Chief Chas. Obossaway,

Chief Wm. McGregor,

Chief Dom. Migwans,

Chief Simon (name not clear),
Councillor Jacob Bondy,

Chief Arthur Jones,

William (name not clear),

Wm. (name not elear).

The CuamrMaN: Thank you very much, Chief. We would ask you to ﬁle
the brief so that it may be incorporated into our records. Have you briefs from
- other reserves that you want to submit? ;

The Wrrness: We have individual briefs here. E
The Crairman: Would you like to just file them and they will be incor-
porated into the records of our meeting? E
The Witness: I think that would be best. b
The Cuamvan: That will be fine. We will have them incorporated into -
the Minutes of Proceedings of this committee. We acknowledge them and we
will have them incorporated into our record. : 4
Mr. Case: Mr. Chairman, would you like to put this on the record: “He
also presented the following briefs?” b
The CuamrMAN: Yes, that would be as well. For the purpose of the record
it, will be noted that the following briefs were presented by Chief Meawasega:—
Brief of the War Veterans” Association of Wikwemikong Reserve,'
Manitoulin Island, Ontario. i
Brief of the Whitefish River Reserve.
Brief of the Serpent River Band, Ontario.
Brief of the Wahnapitae Band, Ontario.
Brief of the Spanish River Band, Ontario.
Brief of the Sheshegwaning Reserve, Manitoulin Island, Ontario.
Brief of the West Bay Reserve, Manitoulin Island, Ontario.
Brief of the Sucker Creek Reserv Manitoulin Island Ontario. -
Brief of the Mississauga Indian Reserve Ontario, (already sent in and
published in 1946). :
Added proofs of statements made in briefs from Wikwemikong.
The brief of the Mississauga Indian reserve has already been published in
our record, 0 I do not think there is any purpose to be served by having it
duplicated. ;
Now, we thank you very much, Chief, for the presentation. We will call
upon you later for questions.
The witness will retire.
We will now call Mr. Henry Jackson.

Mzr. Henry Jackson, representmg Robinson Treaty and James Bay‘
Indians, called: .

The Cuamman: Have you someone you would like to have sit with youf
The Wrirness: Yes, my son. d
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= Mr. Case: I might say by way of introduction that I visited the reserve
~ on which Mr. Henry Jackson is and saw him while there. He is a member of
= g)le council.  Their chief is Robert Mander, but he is not able to be present
~ to-day.

By the Chairman:
Q. Who are the members of your delegation, Mr. Jackson?—A. Well, I

Q. Who are the members here with you to-day?—A. Chief Twain; and
~ there is my son, Louis, here.
Q. Where is he from?—A. Christian Island.
Q. You represent the Union of Ontario Indians?—A. Yes.
Q. When was that organization formed?—A. It was formed last August.
Q. August 1946?—A. Yes.
: Q. How many members have you?—A. We have about 6,000 members. Do
~ You want the number of reserves represented at the meeting?
- Q. Your membership, is it an individual membership or a band member-
- ship?—A. Tt is a band membership. ‘
- Q. How does a band become a member of this union?—A. They pass their
- Own resolutions and send a delegation to the convention.
Q. What initiation fee do they have to pay?—A. They have no initiation fee.
’ m) Q. What annual membership fee do they have to pay?—A. They have
ne. ‘

By Mr. Case:
Q. It is an Indian organization?—A. Yes.
- Q. What official position have you in the organization?—A. I am the
- President.
- Q. What reserves are members of your organization?>—A. I can give you
- 8 list of them. :
Q. Will you do that, pleasg?—-—A. Yes. The list is as follows:—

- List of the bands who are members of the Union of Ontario Indians.

EhaplesuTndigng - San il s or s el 47
Chippewa-Band o im iSedan G s 40
Rama RESRIVE S50 e i et e e s s 349
ChmaiianIslandr’ r anns e SE e 342
Nipleginge-Tslandee o e i neticaniv i it e 432
emisigamn e e m e R L ek s e 107
e R Y R R R R S T S 175
Bhawanapa - Eusviui i a0 TSRty Satl 123
INIOORE B s o i S i e e S 51
A T e RS e e TR 238
A lnIele TR R i e e e e 209
I 1 Pl B s A e S e SR o e o ) 333
SpamsheRiver ot - o o Ria sl o 308
Spanish i River 2w ol S Se S i e 55
Walpoleslalnnds +shtla Sl et S e e iy o 837
DD EWaE Ol SRR NTa S s e vyl i 337
Chippewas of Kettle Point .......vieivivins 371
Hendy Inlet ........ e B e s S 108
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Mr. Farquuar: What is the name of your organization?
The Wirness: The Union of Ontario Indians.

By the Chairman: '
Q. Do you say you tepresent all the Indians of Walpole Island?—A. Yes,
we have two gentlemen here who are appearing with us. 1
Q. I think what you mean is that you have a man from Walpole Island,
but you are not representing all of the Indians on that island?—A. He was

supposed to represent them.
Q. He was not appointed. I do not think he was appointed. Mr. Adams

could probably tell us.

Mr. Case: Are the Indians of Walpole Island members of your organization? -

The Wirness: Yes.

The CuamrrMAN: Some of them are, but not all.

The Wirness: I do not know about that.

The CaarMaN: This 837 represents all the Indians on Walpole Island.

Mr. Farquuar: What makes you think they are not?

Mr. CaairmaN: The reason I say that is that I have had many represen- ©
tations made to me to the cffect that they are not represented by the
orgamzatlon ]

The Wrrxess: I believe you had better have Mr. Sands here.

1

By the Chairman.: |

Q. He is not the chief there, is he?—A. He is not the chief, but he was sent
here by the band. 3
Q. By the council, was he?—A. Yes.

The CuamrmaN: Were you sent here by the band, Chief Sands? Did the.
council at Walpole Island send you here?

Chief Saxps: Me?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Chief Saxps: No. I am on the executive committee of the North Amerwan '
Indian Brotherhood. I had a meeting to attend and T went. ‘

The CHalRMAN: That confirms what I have said. When you say that you
have 5,320 as a total that really is not quite right, is it? g

Mr. Case: However, that is his statement.

The CrarMAN: Yes. You are a delegate and a representative of the northern
Indians. Now, we would like to hear you. Will you go ahead with your brief, |
Mr. Jackson, please? N |

The WITNESS:

BRIEF OF THE UNION OF ONTARIO INDIANS' ORGANIZATIONS IN
THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

5

+
i

SuBMITS :—
To the Chairman, honourable members of the joint committee, Senate and
members of the House of Commons, especially appointed to 1nvest1gate treaty €
rights and to consider the revision of the Indian Act. 1
Before I go on I must say one thing. T want to thank the chairman and 3
the members of this committee for recommending and passing the old age
pension bill for the old Indian people. That has been appreciated all over the
country, and the decision was a noble one. Thank you. : 3
The CaarrMaN: I must say that we have recommended it, but that has not
yet become law, as you know. ‘
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The Wrrness: Of course. I did not say that.

The CrarrMAN: I know. I want you to know that while it may be passed
we do not like to get too enthusiastic.

The Wirness: Yes, I know.
By and under the direction and recommendation of the Resolutions Com-

“mittee of the Union of Ontario Indians, an organization of Ontario Indians

assembled in conventions at Parry Island on August 19 and 20, 1946; Rama
Indian reserve, October 20, 1946, and at Sudbury, Ontario, February 24, 1947;
accredited delegates from various parts of the province attending and took
part in the deliberations on the issues vital to the welfare of the Indian race.
These conventions were being held in an effort to organize the entire population
into one body, and in order to speak with one voice. As suggested by the
Honourable Mr. Glen on December 14, 1945, speaking in the House of Commons:
I am satisfied that unless we get some united representation of the
Indians throughout this country we shall not be very successful. I believe
that isolated expression of opinion coming from individual bands or
groups of Indians will not meet the situation.

Therefore, on the strength of that statement we made an attempt to organize
and, under great handicap, as the territory is large and to cover the scattered
Indian communities has been difficult and one of the main drawbacks is the
financial situation amongst the Indians generally.

We have made a good start. The Union of Ontario Indians is the only
organization that represents a large percentage of Indian population of Ontario
southwest, the central and the middle north comprising the Robinson Huron
and Superior treaties are largely represented, and treaty No. 9 among the Crees
In the James Bay region having representation in this union; in order to carry
on effective work the government must give some assistance and grant each
band sufficient funds for travelling expenses from the band funds, and to give

. authorization to the banks to pay such expenses to a band representative, or its

delegates attending provincial conventions. Similar to the old Grand Council
of Ontario which was recognized as an institution of Indian official organ, or
body, whereby Indians of Ontario approached the government for redress.
Under Dr. MecGill .this financial arrangement of the Grand Council of
Ontario was entirely cut off. Consequently this organization immediately
dissolved. .
The Union of Ontario Indians demands the recognition of this organization

* on the same basis as it was before MeGill’s stoppage of grant. You find that

the Indians will co-operate in every way possible. © We grant guidance and
Sane aid.

We had no money. You cannot go on with an organization without money.

The Cuamrman: It is difficult.

The Wirness: This is a short brief. I do not want to take up too much
of your time with a long brief, but I want to make clear the position of the
Indians and the Indian department.

CONCLUDING STATEMENT WITH THE PRESENT STATUS OF
THE INDIANS ]

By authority given it by the “Indian Act” the Department of Mines and
Resources, Indian Affairs Branch, governs the Indians of Canada.
Section 2, Subsection (b) defines the responsibility of the “Government
and the Indians in that Section. Tt also defines the position of Indian
Council when action is being taken by the Band as such means the Band
in Council. Yet in Section 99-A the power of the Indian Agent over-
rides Indian Counecil.” :
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Section (1) defines the meaning of a person. “It appears under the present
Act, Indian is not a person. Therefore in this respect the civil and
military laws of the country are not applicable to Indians; in Peace, *
Indians do not possess the qualifications of a person or man—See
Dominion Elections Aect.” :

The Indians are subject to the ruling of the Department of Indian Affairs,
presided over by the political head, the honourable Minister of Mines and
Resources, and from his decision there is no appeal. The department acts on
all matters on the report of the Indian agent, under section 99A of the Indian
Act. An agent is appointed through the recommendation of the Department of =
Indian Affairs and he presides over all meetings of Indian councils and controls =
all proceedings. He has sovereignty power to govern as he sees fit. The Indians
are not at liberty to deliberate over and discuss their own domestic problems.
They are tied down to a helpless condition and cannot move unless and until
the Indian agent so direets. The fact is, under the present law, the Indians of
Canada are unable to legally speak for themselves. They are a subjected race,
held down and made helpless by the very Act which is supposed to help and =
protect them. The Indians cannot go direct to the Department of Indian Affairs
for redress of any grievance. All communications must go through the Indian ¢
agent, who, in many cases is the direct cause of a grievance. The agent has power =
to veto any resolutions of the Indian council, and any effort on their part to
go over his head will be totally ignored by the Department of Indian Affairs. =
Expenditures on public health, education and police cannot be made unless =
recommended by the Indian agent. Under the present administration, couneil =
are under the exclusive control of the Indian agent, and the Indian councils are

no longer considered as the controlling body of any Indian community. The

Indian agent’s duties are becoming more and more like a commander of an intern- =
ment camp of a defeated enemy. That was not meant to be and was not the
intention of the British government.
Now, I wish to quote from an old document of April 28, 1792.
The CuamMaN: What document is that?
The Witness: It was sent to me in this shape. I do not know where they
got it from. : .
The Cuamman: What is written on the outside of the document?

The: Wrrness: This is the report of the executive conference of the North ;

American Indian Brotherhood.
The Cmamrman: This was printed recently, was it?
The Wirtness: Yes. May I go on?
The CuamrMaN: Oh, yes.
The WirNess: I am not an experienced speaker. If you will allow me to

go on I think we will get on better. I am not a politician and 1 cannot speak §

when I am interrupted. I want to have my own way about it, if you do not mind.
The CrarMmaN: We want you to feel free to present whatever you want

to present; feel that you can do it freely and easy; but what I am asking is what ' :

you are reading from. I thought you said you were reading from a document
dated 1790. ;

The Wirness: It must have been taken from a document.
The CaammAN: I was trying to identify what you are reading from. -

The WrirNess: It says:— : E |
April 28, 1792. To the Lords of Trade, re Indians: Britain and §

France have always considered the Indians as free nations. I further

state that the Indians can in no way be deprived of their rights. Their
territory and their hunting shall be fully protected.
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There is another part on July 9, 1799.

Downing Street, London, England. Requisition for presents to keep
the Indians in a happy state of mind: 600 silver arm bands, 400 silver
broaches. To Sir George Arthur from Lord Glenelg: With this in view
I should propose that at the first meeting of the Indians an assurance
should be conveyed to them, in a most formal manner, that Her
Majesty’s Goverment will protect their interest and respect their rights
in regard to the lands on which they settled.

You know it appears to me that the government at that time and the
© parties in power had as their only object and concern to pacify the minds of
~ the Indians.
. In early days the Indians were very suspicious of the injustice which
was their lot, and not knowing the value of silver arm bands and broaches,

were an easy prey of the ever cunning white man.

The country and all its untold wealth in natural resources were the
heritage of the Indians and before the white man came the Indian was
free and happy. The white man came with his religion and relieved the
Indian of his means of living, and left in its stead trinkets, firewater,
diseases of every description, poverty and no future. Education and
cultural advancements are almost stationary at the starting point. We
are centuries in the rear.

I might say who is responsible for the sad plight of the Indians to-day?
‘That is the question. We want a better system of education and adjustment
of treaty obligations to meet present-day conditions.

: Many a brave lies buried on foreign soil and many an Indian
! mother’s heart has been broken for the freedom the white man has. They
B returned as heroes but were soon forgotten. In the second great war
: many again have joined the fight for the same cause their fathers fought

for in 1914-18. They were with Canada’s forces at every scene of action
fighting for freedom and justice, for the very thing they've never had
themselves.
I want to present a memorandum that was adopted at the Sudbury
- Convention.

Moved by Elijah Tabobondong of Parry Sound and seconded by
Douglas Sissinah, Spanish River. :

Be it resolved that Union of Ontario Indians duly assembled in the
City of Sudbury, Ontario, this 24th day of February, 1947.

That by virtue of treaty rights and obligations of the responsible
government, we the Union of Ontario Indians do hereby respectfully
demand under clause of the following paragraphs.

The said William Benjamin Robinson on behalf of Her Majesty,
who desires to deal liberally and justly with all her subjects further
promised and agrees that should the territory ceded by the parties
of second part (Indians) at any future period produce such an
amount as will enable the government of this province without
incurring loss to increase the annuity hereby secured to them and in
that case it should be augmented from time to time and further to
allow the said Chiefs and their tribes the full and free privilege to
hunt over the territory now ceded by them and to fish in the waters
thereof as they have heretofore in the habit of doing.

No. 61. September 9, 1850, at Sault Ste. Marie. That the conveyances
of the natural resources of the province did not include hunting, fishing,
trapping and water rights. These were reserved for the sustenance and
livelihood of the Indian nations and the provincial game laws is not
effective on the Indians whatsoever. And furthermore the federal nor
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the provincial governments have no jurisdiction to legislate any treaty

out of existence unless the representatives of the signatories to the treaty

so desires and give consent thereto. In view of the stipulations under 3§
the Treaty of 1850, we demand that Indians’ exclusive rights to trapping,
hunting and fishihg be returned to them and that no white man be
allowed to trap fur-bearing animals in the territory covered by the Treaty
and that all streams, rivers and lakes be made available and accesible
to the Indians exclusively to provide them with a livelihood in accordance &
to the written provisions of the responsible government as set out in the W
Treaty. . 8

That all licences paid by the Indians and fines on conviction for =
infraction of game laws be refunded to them as being in contravention of
the rights reserved to the Indians under the terms of the Robinson
Huron Treaty and the restoration of the aboriginal rights is hereby
demanded in the light and terms of the Royal Proclamation of King W
George II1 on which the foundation of all treaties are based.

We further demand that the benefits agreed upon under the
Robinson Treaty be nmow raised to a level high enough to meet present-
day conditions viz.,

The proper care of the indigent Indians,
The proper care of the aged Indians
The proper medical ecare of the sick
The supplying of proper hospital facilities
Assistance  to Indian agriculturalists 1
An immediate housing program be inaugurated to generally W
_ improve Indian communities which are sadly neglected. '
Assistance to be given to eommercial Indians in fishing and in §

industry. .

Special consideration be given Indian veterans. Furthermore, we
demand that all islands being and lying on inland lakes covered by the
Robinson Huron Treaty and in the Georgian Bay not reserved by the
Indians for use as reserves be sold forthwith for the benefit of the §
Indians and the accounting of the Department of Indian Affairs of all 3§
moneys derived from the sale of said islands. ]

Carried unanimously

Avrrep TABOBONDONG, FErrran TABOBONDONG,
Vice Pres. and Chairman Assistant Secretary

Hexry JACKSON,

General Secretary Union Ontario
Indians and Secretary of N.A.I.B.

Education

Since education is one of the prime needs of the Indians immediate steps
should be taken for a full survey of the needs of the Indians as to the available §
schools now used and steps taken to see that additional schools are provided as §
soon as possible so that every Indian child would have an opportunity of acquir- ¥
ing an education according to his capabilities. Assistance should be given to
those who are capable of acquiring higher education. Vocational guidance and §
training should be made available to those children who are unable to attend -
secondary schools. A system of adult education should be instituted and this §
may well be accomplished in conjunction with the schools by evening classes §
or other projects and this would tend to make a more harmonious relationship §
between the parents and the teachers which would lead to better attendance §
by children. :
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Increased per capita grants should be made to the residential schools.
here there is any farming land in connection with residential school near a
reserve, provision should be made in connection therewith for instructing the
Indians both attending school and those on the reserve in farming, dairying,
poultry raising and other farm pursuits. -
- The curricula in the schools should be the same as those in the province
With special instructions in the handicrafts originally carried on by the Indians
attending that school.

All teachers should be duly qualified teachers and on the same standard as
teachers teaching in the public schools of the province and at a salary at least
equal if not larger than those ordinarily paid to provineial teachers. All teachers
should be civil servants. Indian teachers should be hired wherever qualified.

Crowding in the schools should be done away with and be prevented in
the future. ;

Hot meals with milk should be provided at all the day schools at noon.
Such could be done as a practical basis to teach the pupils household duties, ete.

Health and Welfare
Proper medical facilities should be available to the Indians. In the more

~ Temote districts central public health units should be set up within a reasonable

distance of the reserves so as to be available to the Indians in that distriet.
Dental clinies should be also made available to the Indians. Central hospitals
should be made available for Indians who need hospitalization.

The Indians should be given guidance in setting up their own sport and
athletic associations for the young people.

Public health nurses should be supplied to the reserves.

Powers of Band or Council of the Band

The band or council of the band on every reserve should have full authority
over their own local affairs. The Indian Act should be amended so that the
b_and or council of the band would have the same authority as has any muni-
¢ipality in the province in which the band or reserve is situated.

Trust Funds

The Department of Indian Affairs should immediately give an accounting
to each band, the position of their trust funds and each year should place to
the credit of band or council of the band, the 5 per cent interest on such trust

funds with authority to the band or council of the band to expend same as

they saw fit.

There should be no compulsory enfranchisement of the any Indian but it
should be entirely vouluntary by any individual Indian. However, greater
safeguards should be taken as to the qualifications of the applicant and .the
Same should not be granted indiscriminately. Minimum qualifications should
be established and the applicant should have assets owned by him to an amount
of say $1,000.00. :

. As far as we know a lot of Indians went off the reserves, and they would
like to get, back.

Tazation

Under the provisions of the Indian Act, Indians were not to be liable to be
taxed for any real or personal property and this should cover all the property
Including income earned by Indians and the Act should be amended and clarified
to carry out that intention. This should also be made to include custom tax on
any property bought for the Indian’s personal use by an Indian and brought

I from the United States.
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The next section is social security and pensions. I do not think I need to 3
read that. It has already been passed as to old age pensions. I will pass that.

Agriculture and other Industries

Competent_instructions by competent instructors should be made available &
to the bands engaged predominantly in agriculture so that the Indians may be
taught the best methods to utilize their own lands and thus help them to =
become self supporting throughout the year. 7

Due to the Indians’ inability to borrow money to start any projects in an =
industrial way, loans at a nominal interest rate should be made available to them =
to get them started with farming, for sawmills for the northern Indians and any
other industries suitable for the loecality in which the reserve is situated. 3

Administration and Personnel 3

The persons administering Indian affairs should be competent men, and only -
those with a sympathetic understanding of the Indian mentality and who are °
“willing to co-operate with the Indians should be appointed and especially if an ¢
Indian is qualified he should be appointed to the positions available. They °
should all be made civil servants but the Civil Service Act should be amended -
so that competition for such positions would be on a provincial basis rather than =
on a local basis as at present. Ministerial appointments should be abolished.

Greater care must be taken in the appointment of Indian agents because of the & E

important and influential positions held by them.

There is a complaint from the Spanish River reserve. The chief, who was =

at the Sudbury meeting with his associate, brought this complaint. ‘I hope the
officers of the Indian department will listen to this.

The council of the band have passed resolutions asking for an appointment
of an Indian constable to police the reserve as well as a truant officer for the S
reserve and such requests have been ignored by the Department of Indian ¥

Affairs.
The children are out of eontrol and many will not attend school. .
Bootlegging operation on the reserve is at its height. Indians are drunk

on the reserve nearly every night, fighting and disorderly with no respect for law
and order. Conditions are growing worse. The mounted police cannot handle §

the situation as the nearest mounted police station is at the Soo, nearly 100 miles

away, and when they are summoned to come, everything is over when they %

arrive. i
The only solution is by an appointment of a local Indian constable with
powers to-arrest offenders of the law and to protect the interest of the °
inhabitants. 1
Inspector Arneil was on our reserve and he was informed of the SItuatlon
The Indian agent is not taking steps to remedy the conditions.
The ladies’ organization on the reserve are also joining in this protest for
remedial action. S
This is the situation as presented to the convention with a request for
representation.
Moved by Elijah Tabobondong and seconded by Leonard Monogue that

whereas the representatives of Number Nine Treaty Indidns are aggrieved by §
the treatment under the provincial game laws by not being allowed to fish for ¥

food for their own use and most of the trapping territory now is being occupied
by foreign trappers under licence, the Indians hereby complain that their interest

has been neglected and hardships have arisen, we the Union of Ontario Indians §

demand that the living conditions of those Indians be investigated within the
limits of the said treaty and some remedial action be taken immediately as it is
urgently needed.




INDIAN ACT 1307

Mr. Chairman, I have one or two more items to present to the committee
if T have the time. There is the question of the Timagami band at Lake
Timagami. That band has no reserve. When the treaty of 1850 was signed_at
the Sault they were not informed of that convention. They were 1vn01ant of
the treaty that was being signed. From time immemorial they haw oceupied
Lake Timagami and the su'noundmg district. I could not say from what part
of the country they came, but ever since they can tell they have been there.
‘When the treaty was made in 1850 they included that territory. They ceded
their territory including their own aboriginal home. The ancestral home was
ceded by the parties who did not know they were there. I suppose if they had
nown these people were there they might have sent an invitation, but these
people were ignorant of the fact that this was done. These people have lost
their reserve, ‘the place selected for their permanent home. The consequences
are that some years afterwards they found out they had no home.

By Mr. Lickers:
Q. What tribe do they belong to?—A. The Chippewatribe. This is what
Alec Paul says:—

I, Alec Paul, a member of the Timagami Indian reserve, aged 74,
was born the 22nd day of December, 1873. My father, whose name was
"Big Paul, and his ancestors occupied the land around Austin Bay as their
permanent home. We occupied the whole area and the surrounding
lands of Lake Timagami. We have from time immemorial derived our .
livelihood in this territory. No other Indian, so far as Indian history
goes, has ever occupied this area. My father and his family and other
members of the band selected the said Austin Bay reserve as their per-
manent place of abode. When the treaty of 1850, September 9, was signed
at Sault Ste. Marie our chief and band were not notified and were ignorant
of the treaty making convention as stated before, and therefore we are
not a party in any shape or form to the surrender made that covered our
. territory as well and also included in that surrender our ancestral home.
We have always considered up to the present that not at any time have
we made treaties with the Crown to relinquish our reserve. The territory -
: covering the rivers, lakes, forests, streams and outlets in the district of

4 Tlmawaml was never surrendered by our people.

He goes on to say:— :
i Some years after the treaty of 1850 an official of the government
R arrived in that distriet and began to take names and pay them treaty
E money. The following year after that an Indian agent by the name of
i i Walton of the Parry Sound district visited the reserve and paid treaty
i money at the Hudson’s Bay post at Bare Island for the convenience of
all parties concerned, and the question arose at that time as to our
permanent home. It was then discovered by the Indians that there was
no provision made for their reserve. Dr. Walton asked the Indians to
make out a map of their reservation. The chief made a draft of a reserve
selected and then at that time occupied by our people. At Austin Bay
several houses and clearings had already been made and homes estab-
lished, and the boundary line east and west across the lake is shown in
the enclosed sketch.

He had a sketch of the reserve they had really selected. They made a map of it.

Dr. Walton had taken down to show the department what they
wanted, and since that they never heard anything about it until recently
when the Indian department tried to purchase or did purchase the Bare
Island point.




1308 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

I visited Bare Island point personally twice, and I know from what I saw

that there is nothing but.rock, thistles and a few willows on that point. If the

Indian department has an interest in the welfare of the Indians they should see
to 1t they have their own choice of their home. Bare Island is really the true
namé—Db-a-r-e—nothing but rock. Mr. Arneil has been there. He would bear me
out on that. I think that is the end of my presentation on behalf of the
Timagami band. There is one more thing here. They have been prosecuted for

the infraction of game laws, and something must be done, to remedy the 4

situation.

Some of this chief’s nephews pay fines as high as $30, $40, $50, for taking
animals for their own livelihood. It was not so in the treaty. Their rights must
be protected and I appeal to you hon. gentlemen for serious consideration of
this matter. I have one or two other briefs but I will file them to-morrow if it
will be satisfactory to you. !

The CuamrMaN: There is no objection to that. I do not think the com-
mittee will object to you filing those briefs to-morrow. That will be quite all
‘right. Thank you very much for your presentation to-day. If you will now
retire Chief Tom Roy is here. ‘

called:

By the Chairman: :
Q. Are there any others with you in your delegation?—A. No, I am all
alone, presenting the brief. ) 94
Q. First, Chief; you reside, where?
Q. Where is that?—A. That is between Kenora and Fort Frances.
Q. How long have you been chief?—A. T am not the chief of any band.
Q

A. On Whitefish Bay reserve.

Mr. Tom Roy, representmg the Northwest Angle Treaty Indians, §

. You are not a chief?—A. I am not a chief. I have been referred to as E

chief, but I have to qualify that.

Q. How old are you?—A. Twenty-seven. E B

Q. Did you attend an Indian school?—A. Yes. I attended the Whitefish
Bay day school on the reserve. e

Q. How far did you go?—A. Fifth grade, and then I went to the samtanum i
in Fort William and while there for two years I took a bookkeeping and
correspondence school course and learned a little history. -

Q. That is interesting. How long were you there?—A. Two years.

Q. What do you work at now?—A. Prospecting.

Q. Are you getting any good leads? Are there any other preliminary
questions members of the committee would like to ask? If not, would you
proceed with your brief. ‘

The WirNess: Yes.
Mr. Chairman, honourable members of the committee: It is an honour

for me to be given this opportunity to present to you some of the grievances W,

that are most urgently in need of correction by this committee. I can only

speak in general terms to cover all of Treaty No. 3. I had called a meeting !
of my Indians for the 26th of this month when we were going to prepare our

brief, but since I got your invitation and the date of my appearance here was

set, I cancelled the meeting and T am not able to give you a full report, such as

I had wished to present. I was unaware that I would be appointed to represent
Treaty No. 3. According to the minutes of your proceedings, there were to be
six from Ontario, but their names were not known. 4
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Being a prospector, I know a little about agreements. If a mining company
and I had signed an agreement, we both would have to consult each other if
we should amend or cancel some terms of our agreement. I could not at my

- own free will change my contract; the other party would have to give his

consent. A treaty is the most solemn contract. A law is an entirely different
thing because legislators are over the law and can amend or abolish it at their

own free will, but cannot change a treaty without consulting the said party on
. the agreement.

I shall deal first with the treaty and guarantees on avocations of hunting,

“trapping and fishing.

This Treaty was signed by representatives of Her Majesty the Queen on
one part and representatives for the Indians on the other, in which both parties
were bound together by their own signatures. This treaty is known as N. W.

- Angle Treaty No. 3 and was made on the 3rd day of October A.D. 1873, and

the tract surrendered comprised some 55,000 square miles as described in the

“treaty. I want to remind you that a treaty is a most solemn contract between

two parties. No one party can from his authority alter or cancel the said
g:ntract unless both parties should at their own free will cancel or abolish the
eaty.

We, the N. W. Angle Treaty Indians, contend that the terms of this treaty
Were violated or abrogated by the Federal Government on or about April 16
1894, when, without notifying the Indians, the federal government transferred
the natural resources to the provinces, with whose laws we have to comply since
then. ' The Indians have tried to protest against this; they have made trips here
}3‘0 Ottawa asking the Indian department for protection. The answer has been:

This comes entirely under the provincial governments, and there is no authority

' Whatever vested in our department to change their laws”. That of course is

true. T appeared in court once for two Indians as interpreter some two years ago

- at Kenora, who were charged with violation of the game laws of the province.

hey were caught commercial fishing outside of their licensed territory, and
While lifting their nets a game overseer arrested them and seized their
equipment—nets, boats and motors. These nets were set alongside Indian

- Teserve, Whitefish Bay, where 1 reside. These Indians of the Whitefish Bay

@

band have had a commercial fishing licence for several years and there are
36 heads of families fishing on this licence, members of this band. The lake for
V}'h_lch the licence is given is small for the number of Indians trying to make a
ving on it. Now when a white man has a licence, his fishing waters are the
Same size as given to a band of 36 Indians. Some of the Indians sneak outside
18 lake to fish, as it is so ecrowded; and when they are caught they are arrested
and found guilty in court; some are thrown in jail if they cannot pay their fines.
ese two men I referred to were found guilty and were fined. I contended they
Were fishing alongside the reserve and, according to the terms of our treaty, they,
the said accused, claimed it was their right to fish anywhere outside any reserve,
88 promised in the avocation guarantee contained in our treaty. The presiding
Magistrate found the boys guilty under violation of the Game and Fisheries Act,
and that the treaty no longer existed or was recognized by provincial authorities.
“ue to the sympathy of this magistrate, through my efforts; the boys in question
Were given back their equipment and were allowed to continue their fishing. T
-1‘_1§t mention this as an instance to show the effect of the changes of the one-
Sided alteration of Treaty No. 3. Several of our nets have been confiscated time
an.d {lggin by the provincial game wardens. I do not need to go into full details;
28 18 just to let the committee know and ask that some protection be given to
¢se Indians of their aboriginal rights which were guaranteed to them by Her
ajesty the Queen.
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It is the same with trapping and hunting: we have to comply with thes
provincial game laws. We are not law breakers and we are not against con-:
servation of game, fur and fish, but since it is, as we claim, our right as guaranteed
to us in a treaty, we ask you that you correct this wrong as it is a violation of the:
white man’s word. Also that when you come to a conclusion, you notify us. We.
ask that some settlement or agreement be made which will be binding. We want
to have a voice in this matter and not be represented by the Indian department,
but to have their help and co-operation. We ask that we be given adequate com-
pensation, with royalties or percentage interest of the natural resources given
to us by treaty, and that we the Indians surrender these rights only on mutual 3
agreement, and we will reserve some areas where we will hold our trap lines and*
fishing grounds. For the time being, before this settlement be made, we ask
that some protection be made for these Indians to fish nearby their reserves.

You will note in the submission sent in from the Treaty No. 3 Wabigoon |
band, dated the 10th of July, 1946, that their main problem is hunting and fishing.
I support their statement where they say in the last line of the first paragraph: =
" “It is plain to see that nearly all of our treaty agreements have been violated.”

(Page 857—No. 21 (1946) appendices.) And this letter from our former Indian
agent will also verify my statement:—

Kenora, Ontario,
March 4, 1940.

Chief Bob Roy,
Whitefish Bay, Ontario.

Dear Cuier,—I have received a letter from our inspector in
Winnipeg, regarding the question of violation of the provisions of the:
Game and Fisheries Act, and in some cases the special fishing regulations, §
Act, and in some cases the special fishing regulations, and I have been §
instructed to advise all Indians that they must comply with the law S
relating to either game or fishing matters and under no circumstances must
they obstruet a game or fishery officer in the execution of his duties. :

Misconduet by our Indians will only tend to tighten the regulations”
and make living conditions more difficult. Kindly instruct all your:
Indians to do what is right.

Yours truly,

FRANK EDWARDS, "
Indian Agent.

Liquor . 3
In the matter of liquor for the Indians, we suggest that we be given the
same privilege as the white people. The same laws should be applied. In this S
way a lot of trouble would be prevented. An Indian will get his liquor regardless,
but from a bootlegger, or he will get poisonous stuff such as lemon extract,
rubbing alecohol and a number of other things, for which he will pay a con-"§
siderable price. Depriving anyone of anything only makes one worse. During #¥
the time liquor was rationed, the liquor stores were full all the time; now when |
the rationing is off there is hardly anyone in these stores. Even the white people
are that way too. So, since we are debarred altogether, it only makes the
Indians worse. When they get hold of a bottle, they drink the liquor down as
fast as they possibly can, in fear that the police will catch them with a bottle on
them. Some may try to keep away from towns, being afraid they might get
picked up; they wander off, probably fall asleep on a railroad track and get run 3§
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over, Some may go in a canoe, which probably will capsize and they will be
drowned: that has happened time and again. Just before I left Kenora I went to
see the police regarding this matter and they agreed that it was a good suggestion
to make, that we be given this privilege. In the town of Kenora alone last year,
the Indian fines on liquor were $1,500, which all went to the federal government.
The town solicitor is preparing a brief to ask that half of these fines go to the
Municipalities. In my opinion, this will make conditions worse for the poor
Indians because the local police will be after them more. Not only when they
do anything wrong, but if the police even smell anyone who has been drinking,
he will be arrested. I have noticed several times the police talking to an Indian
80 closely that I thought he was trying to find out if he had been drinking.

In the matter of some of the Kenora citizens discriminating against the
_Ind_lans, I took it up with the police and they said that it was out of their
Jurisdiction and could not do anything. The Indians are not allowed to océupy
Tooms in any of the hotels. I cannot even get a room myself. The information
I got from the police was that the Indians are filthy, and some would get a
Toom and would raise some trouble drinking. But why should I get blamed

Just because my fellow-Indian did something wrong? I have seen white lumber-
Jacks filthy and raising a lot of trouble in rooms, more than I ever do or ever
will do. So filthiness is not the reason. It’s because we are Indians. Some of
the restaurants would not serve Indians for the same reason. I was told once
t0 get out; they told me that, being an Indian, they would not serve me. At
the Palace theatre the Indians are given the farthest section of the theatre to
Watch the show. We are not allowed to sit with the white people or pick out
our own seats. At the Bijou theatre we are not allowed to go in at all. Now

- 0ur money is just as good as yours. This has been practised too long and I

ask you that you put a stop to it.

Education

. We ask we be given the same education you white people get. It is our
Opinion that we should get state education or a public school system. This is
another of our treaty promises. I will read the paragraph from the original
document, which is 74 years old.

) And further, Her Majesty agrees to maintain schools for instruction
in such reserves hereby made as her government of her Dominion of
. Canada may deem advisable when the Indians of that reserve so desire.
Q. What document, is that?—A. This is the Northwest Angle Treaty No. 3.
Q. Is that the original treaty?—A. This is a copy of the original which
Was signed by the then Chief. .
Q. You have it there?—A. Yes.

... School teachers’ salaries should be raised so that good or qualified teachers
Will be attracted. Modern day schools should be built on at least three reserva-
1003 that I represent. I have received a lot of complaints against the residential
Schools but I cannot bring them up without sufficient evidence. I wanted to
nvestigate further but could not find time after I received your invitation.

S{nce the Lake of the Woods Joint International Water Control Commission
Came into the picture, the water levels in the Lake of the Woods have caused
qa'{nage to the wild rice fields by flooding them. The Indians used to make good
VIng on harvesting this rice. If there was rice now, some of the Indians could
Make a ton of rice, and the price is at least $1.25 per pound.

Medicql Care

b There should be a full-time doctor for each agency so that he could give all
1S time to attend to the Indians. A part-time doctor is just a waste of time

a.r; money, although I am not complaining against our doctor, who is a very
€ man, ;

90034—4
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Islands between Indian Reserve om Dinorwic Lake, Wabigoon reserve No. 27

This matter should be considered whether these islands belong to t
Indian reserve or not. 3
That is the end of my brief. I do not think that I could add anything more:
because I am not prepared. 3
The CaarmMAN: Thank you very much, Mr. Roy We appreciate it ve ¥
much and we will hear from you again a llttle later, if that is agreeable to yom /

Witness retired.

Chief C. L. Big Canoe, Georgina Island Reserve, called:

The Cramrman: Gentlemen, before Chief Big Canoe proceeds, I presume
will be necessary for us to meet this evening. To-morrow afternoon we mu
. vaeate this room by one o’clock. As you know, the sittings of the commith
are usually from eleven o’clock to one o’clock, two hours, and usually there
only one two-hour session in a day. We have extended that to-day. So far
have had two sessions, and if it is your pleasure we will meet ‘again th
evening and then sit to-morrow morning, but we will have to be through b
one o’clock.

Mr. Farquuar: I think we should see how we get along to-night
to-morrow morning before we decide whether or not to sit to-morrow afternoo:

By the Chairman:

Q. You are a chief, are you?—A. Yes, I am.

Q. When were you elected?—A. In February of this year.

Q. For what reserve?—A. Lake Simcoe.

Q. How old are you?—A. Forty-three.

Q. Did you go to an Indian school?—A. I went to the school on the rese
and then to a continuation school at Lmdsay and got my matriculation
Albert college. '

The Cuamrman: That is fine.

Mr. FarquaAr: How many Indians do you represent?

The Wirness: A hundred and fifty-three. g

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any other questlons, gentlemen? All right, Chief.

The Wirngss: This brief was addressed to Mr. Lickers, but if it is y
wish I will address it to you.

The CuamrMaN: Fine.

The WirNess: It reads as follows:

Georgma Island, Ont.
April 28, 1947.

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: The circular letter sent to us in June, 1
has been discussed (belatedly) in council and the following commen
submitted, in a general way. However, we would appreciate the privileg
sending a delegate or delegates to attend one of the committee’s meetings
any time you may deem convenient, so that our economic plans and suggestio
for better health, better education, a higher standard of living, ete., as regar
our own partlcular reserve may be more specifically outhned

~We are submitting hereunder comments under the wvarious headings
suggested by your circular.
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1. Treaty rights and obligations—We suggest that all treaties be reviewed
- 88 to terms and obligations of parties concerned and new interpretations devised
to coincide with present-day conditions.

2. Band membership—That band concerned be notified of any applications
for membership so that they (the band) too, may have some authority as to
who should or should not be admitted.

3. Luability of Indians to pay taxes—That taxes on income or on real and
personal property be not at the present time introduced, excepting those recom-
mended by council as bylaws in accordance with the Indian Act.

. 4. Enfranchisement of Indians.—That voluntary enfranchisement be the
tule as heretofore, but that band concerned be given some authority in recom-
mending applicant for enfranchisement.

We strongly urge that some provision be included, in any changing of the
Act, whereby a newly-admitted member cannot in the course of a short time
enfranchise and take out his share of capital funds. To prevent the transaction
becoming a ‘“racket” we suggest that one must be a member for a stipulated
umber of years so that he shall have had time and the privilege of becoming
- an asset to the reserve which has admitted him.

5. Eligibility of Indians to vote at dominion elections—That the members
~ of our band are eligible to vote because we feel that we have sufficient education
' and understanding of questions of the day to vote intelligently. We also feel
- that due to the splendid war record, and sacrifices of our soldiers, and to the fact
hat we do pay indirect taxes in our daily transactions outside the reserve, we are
entitled to a voice in our country’s affairs.

6. The encroachment of white persons on Indian reserves—That any en-
~ CGroachment of a demoralizing nature be not tolerated. We have considerable
- 3mount of labour on our reserves. On these jobs we ask that only Indian labour

€ employed wherever such can be handled by Indians.

- . 7. The operation of Indian day schools—That the system of using mis-
Slonary teachers be abolished. We would like to see our day school system
Supervised by a school board, as in white communities, so that a properly
Qualified teacher will always get the appointment. We suggest we elect one
Member from the reserve to sit in with the school board of one of our adjacent
~ White communities and supervision to issue therefrom. We would appreciate too,
- S0me financial aid in advancing some of our children through high or technical
- 8chool, when certain ones are deserving of such. We cannot urge too strongly the
- Deed for better education for the new generation. We believe it is the key to the

- Ultimate solution of the so-called Indian problem.

: 8. Education will, of course, show its results in the next generation, but
v for the present generation any ways or means that can be arranged to increase
] € Individual income of our people will automatically raise our standard of
- Ving, that is, under proper supervision. To that purpose we submit the follow-
g suggestions with regard to our own particular reserve.
(1) The introduction of old age pensions and mothers’ allowances.
& (2) The construction of two suitable docks, one on our island and one on
'the_ mainland. A large part of our reserve is well situated, mot far from the
- Mainland for summer cottages. Transportation is our problem. If we had suit-
able wharves and a government boat, as supplied for some reserves, we believe
at we can greatly increase our individual as well as our collective income,
- When we consider the revenue derived from a'summer tourist business.
-~ (3) A telephone connecting the island with the mainland would be a great
. COnvenience. It is a necessity at times of the year when we are isolated.
90034—43
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(4) We would like to see a medical dispensary or small hospital built on

our reserve. We have a splendid trained nurse, and there are times when one
patient in a family needs isolation to prevent the spread of some contagious
dlsease It would be a place, too, for one during convalescence when one needs
nurse’s care. It would alsq be used for the doetor’s clinic.

It must be said that it is a eredit both to our people and to the people of
the white communities round about us that we suffer no race discrimination,
except in one or two isolated circumstances. We meet with and discuss news of
the day with our white neighbours, it seems, on an equal footing. There are
times, however, when we feel a sense of inferiority complex due to the fact that
we do not enjoy some of the privileges enjoyed by our white brothers.

In the last two great wars our reserve holds a splendid record of voluntary
enlistments per capita and we are proud of the part our men played for the
Dominion of Canada.

We greatly appreciate the efforts of the government in appointing a com-

mittee to review the position, and to recommend a new deal for the Indian race.

We see at last a hope that many of the injustices suffered by our race will be

corrected. That equality with other Canadians will become a reality, and that
the fight for freedom and justice for which our men so proudly fought will not
have been in vain.

This short memorandum has been ertten by unanimous approval of our %

council and is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) C. L. BIG CANOE, Chief.
(Signed) WELLINGTON CHARLES, Councillor.
(Signed) LESLIE McCUE, Councillor.

The CrArMAN: Thank you very much, chief.

"This evening we will hear Mr. Telford Adams, and Chief William Pine

of the Garden River reserve. Tn addition to that this evening we will continue

with the questioning of Mr. Reginald Hill and the representatives of the other 1
delegations who have appeared before us to-day. We will adjourn until 830 |

o’clock this evening and sit until 10 o’clock p.m.

8.30 p.m.

* EVENING SESSION

The Cramman: We will now come to order. The next witness is Mr. Telford
Adams. Mr. Adams will you come forward? Have you anybody else with you? §

Mr. Apams: No, T have not.
The CuHamrMaN: All right, will you just come forward.

Telford Adams, called:

By the Chairman:
Q. You are I believe from the Indian reserve at Sarnla?—-A Yes, sir.

Q. And you are a chief of that reserve?—A. I was a chief until last June 1

when my term expired.
Q. Near the Sarnia reserve there is Walpole Tsland?—A. Yes.

The committee adjourned at 6.05 o'clock p.m. to meet again this day at |

p=
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Q. And then in the other direction there is Muncie and there is Kettle
Point, so around you there are four reserves?—A. Kettle Point and Stony Point
are one. There were two reserves but there is only one there now.
Q. Now you have a brief to present before us here. Would you like to
present, that brief now?
& Mr. Casg: Mr. Chairman, just before he commences, I would like to ask
") Mr. Adams on what authority he speaks for the Indians.
o The CuamrMAN: He was appointed.

The Wirness: I speak because of being a member of the Union of Ontario
Indians.

Mr. Case: A member of the Union of Ontario Indians, thank you.

By the Chairman:

Q. Would you like to proceed Mr. Adams?—A. Yes.
~ Q. You may sit down if you care—A. Honourable members of the special
Joint committee of the Senate and the House of Commons. We are exceedingly
thankful to the members of this parliament who made it possible for the Indians
of Canada to be able to introduce their wishes to the investigating members of

- parliament. I am sorry that I have not got the brief here that I was supposed to
.Present to the committee but the party who was doing it is sick. He claims it
Wwill be ready in a few days and he will send it down for the file.

The Southwestern Indians of Ontario have the honour to present for your
‘earnest consideration the within brief. The subject matter thereof considers
Indian administration in general, and in particular the matters specified and
Qumbered one to eight in the Orders of ‘Reference of both the Senate and the
House of Commons made on Thursday the 13th day of May, 1946, at Ottawa.

The representations, respectfully submitted of the Southwestern Indians of
Ontario are as follows:—

1. Treaty Rights and Obligations

It is the wish of the Indians that Treaty rights and obligations be honoured
- and respected by the Canadian Government. :

2. Band Membership

Regarding band membership, it is the sincere wish of various bands that the
Powers of the Department of Indian Affairs in respect to admission and expulsion
“be aholished, and that the right of membership, both as to admission and expul-
S8lon be placed under the jurisdiction of the bands, who are the undersigned
Owners of the land and money, which the admitted would participate.

3. Liability of Taxes :

The contention of the Southwestern Ontario Indians regarding income and
Custom tax is that they should be exempted by virtue of their treaty rights, but
if the government has the right to impose taxation on the Indians, then such
Social henefits that are-enjoyed by other than Indians, should be granted to the

~ Indians, such as:
? (1) Old age pensions
(2). Mothers’ allowance
(3) Home for the aged and blind
(4) Social welfare

4 Enjranchisement of Indians

| Regarding enfranchisement, it seems unfair when an Indian becomes
enfranchised, he must relinquish his birthright merely for a vote.
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We recommend that they retain their birthright, and if any children, they . :f
remain as members of that band until they become of age and decide for them- 3
selves regarding enfranchisement.

5. Question of Voting is Undecided

6. Encroachment

Indian reserves were reserved for Indians only, according to our Treaty
Rights and sueh should be respected. There are cases where the Indian agent
upholds white people residing on reserves, and carrying on commercial business,
which leads to a lot of trouble.

7. Re Schools
Answered in (Sec. 9) of Indian Act.

8. Other Matters Pertaining to Social Welfare of Indians and their Advancement

We have poor conditions in housing, so we are requesting assistance for the
unfortunate. The medical attention and hospitalization is very unsatisfactory
We request a particular attention on Housing and Health, dental examination
and care for children, such as vaceination and inoculations. -

The health care of the Indians has recently been taken over by the National
Department of Health and Welfare, and as it is explained to us by our agent.
Mr. MecCracken, that since February, a new ruling has been issued by the Healt
and Welfare deparbment and is very unsatisfactory.

That all existing health facilities be available to the Indians.

9. Roads B
This year there were $250 allotted to cover some 13 miles and others than
Indian are travelling on this road. =
Mr. Case: What page is that on?
The Wrrness: I just inserted that. Now here is the article that I got ‘from
the Kettle Point band of Indians. ;

1. Treaty Rights and Obligations
Have we any treaty rights left, and are there any obligations?
In recent years Mr. Mindy Chrlstlanbon Inspector from the Dept. of =
Indian Affairs Branch at Ottawa stated at Walpole Island Reserve that our old
Treaties were not worth the snap of a finger any more. Was he a competent
authority on Indian Treaties made by the Crown with the Indians? Perhaps
he was, otherwise he wouldn’t be hired by the Government to interpret the
present day feeling of the Canadian Government’s policy towards its native
population. Mr. Mindy Christianson also stated that the only Treatlea’
recognized by the Canadian Government were the “Treaties of Surrender.” &
We the inhabitants of Kettle Point Band of Indians suffered as great &
humiliation as any country in Europe which was oceupied by the enemy insofa ;‘
as Sovereign Rights are concerned. We thought that our “treaties of surrender”
were still good as stated by the official sent by the Dept. of Indian Affai s
to Walpole Island and our Reservation in recent years. When the Dept.
of National Defence wanted our former Reservation which was known a
Stoney Point for a Military Camp in 1941, they came to us as gentlemen a
asked us to vote on the proposition in the good old democratic way by ballot.
The majority which was 57 said no, the minority which was 13 said yes. What
a relief it was as we felt that our little handful of land some 2,600 acres reserved.
by our forefathers would remain intact. What a sorry and humiliated group we
were to think that our great White father had let us down. They removed the
pitiful remnants of our Reservation from Stoney Point Reserve along with their
belongings, then the Military Machine moved in. :
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They claimed that the War Measures Act was invoked against us. No one
lgnows better than us that it was. Canada was at war. We moved with very
little resistance yet with broken hearts from the place we knew as home for
centuries. Some of the very boys that resided thereon volunteered previously to
defend our Country, our little portion of land which we often boasted was our

~ portion of Canada, Stoney Point. -

: . While they yet shouldered arms and fought on the bloody battlefields of
:) urope for freedom for liberty for the belief that “right makes might” they
g learned that our little Reservation was lost not to the enemy but to our great

White Father.

Two of our lads paid the supreme sacrifice. Again you ask us to-day to
ascertain the views of our band of Indians in regard to treaty rights and
obligations.

_As chief of Kettle Point Band of Indians, my reply to question (1) Treaty
Rights and Obligations is this: 5

We still feel that our treaties are still good as the day they were made.
If the word of the Crown has been any good in the past in dealing with other
People and other countries, then just as sure as the Government is pulling the
Wool over our eyes to-day, “I maintain they are still good.”

Give me the support of the majority of the Canadian Indians with the
finances necessary plus an International Court of Justice and I will prove that
the Crown’s treaties with the Indians are still good. Sure you know they are
80od. They have never been abrogated by the Indians in majority. Perhaps
Portions of certain Reservations have been sold by trickery of shall we say a
Stuperior mind, a mind which knows the fundamentals of finance?

We the people of Kettle and Stoney Point Band of Indians demand that

- our former Reservation which is now Camp Ipperwash be restored to us, pay us
€ rent which is due to us along with damages for same.

Yours truly,

: : CHIEF FRANK BRESSETTE
y for Kettle Point Band of Indians.

I now come to the Walpole Island brief which I will read.
' In response to the request of the Joint Committee and having in mind that
there are general problems pertaining to all reserves and that to each particular
Teserve there may be special problems all the members of the band of Chippewas
and P-ottawattomies on Walpole Island, St. Anne’s Island, Bassett’s Island and
€ islands adjacent thereto with rivers, crecks, marshes and low lands
- SWwrounding and including our reserve submit:
That this band of Chippewas and Pottawattomies say this reserve in all
IS boundaries has not been surrendered to the Crown and that therefore there
8¢ no crown lands on this reserve. That this band has full confidence in His
\ ajesty, our King and in our government at Ottawa.

By the Chairman:
Q. Would you like me to read for a while?—A. Yes.

d . The Cuamman: That it welcomes the investigation now being held and
88Ires to in our own way present the things that bother us, the things that
(;ld us back, and the things that we think in all fairness are due to us.

: Whe J011_115 committee has, it seems, wide powers. We believe it wants to know
- What this contry wants to do with us and should do for us. In the opinion of
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this band the committee seem to ask us frankly what we think of the present 'S
administration of us and our affairs. With great respect to the Crown and =
government in Ottawa we state our case: |

Walpole Island was set aside as a reserve according to treaty 6 dated =
September 7, 1796. 1

: The treaty surrendering Lambton County was completed on July 10, 1827 |
by Treaty No. 29 made with the bands of Sarnia Reserve, Kettle Point and
Walpole Island reserve. This surrender did not include Walpole Island and it
was not then nor has it since been surrendered to His Majesty Our King nor
to our government of Canada. This band has never received any payment or
token from the Crown for the surrender to the Crown of its original ownership -
or control of these lands as provided in the treaties.

We do not consider this as in any way that our government has broken faith
with us. . . but we consider it important as affecting our own relationship on =
this reserve, and our dealings with other people, and the welfare of the members
of our own band. |

In 1882 our people consented to the lease of St. Anne’s Island. . . The §
Indian dept. called it a surrender of all our rights on this island... A lease was
drawn up and we were given $750 a year. . . the lessees had a ten year lease and
they still have that lease. . . Our chief and council have never been consulted §
about any terms of renewal. Each renewal has been more harmful to us and more §
beneficial to these people who call themselves the St. Anne’s shooting club.
Every condition of this original lease has been broken. Each additional lease
has taken from us more of our rights.. The department has engaged to deal with }
this part of our reserve as if we had no ownership... and with or without their
consent the lessee or someone under them has used the territory covered by the =
lease for the purpose of commercial fishing and has received many thousands of |
dollars for fish sold illegally and contrary to the provisions of our original
lease. The members of our band were entitled under the terms of the original |}
lease to fish, hunt and trap on the territory included in the lease. This right has
been denied to them and in later renewals the Department has forgotten those
terms and helped the lessee rather than us. .

Mr. Edward Pinnance a member of our band was charged by this club with
trespassing and shooting on the St. Anne’s lease held territory and only after §
great expense was he able to prove that he was not shooting on lease held land.... ¥
whereas by terms of original lease every band member had that right. b

We ask that all leases held for this reserve be cancelled and all future leases
be for four years only and that no renewals be given by the department without
the consent, in general council of the band. We ask that compensation be given to
this band for the improvident renewals of leases given without our consent. We
ask for a survey of our entire reserve and request that Orville Rolfson, Dominion
Land Surveyor and Ontario Land Surveyor be directed to do this because Mr.
Rolfson in connection with the aforementioned case of Edward Pinnance spent
some time on the reserve and obtained the statements of many of our old and
chief men which statements would greatly assist in determining the bounds of
our reserve. We ask a complete revision of the Indian Act. We also ask that
when our band agree to giving a lease their rights be safeguarded. We ask that
granting a lease for ten years or any term of years be not construed as meaning
that the Indian department can continue renewing this lease for fifty years at §
the same rental . . . and upon each renewal, changing the original terms. We ask |
a more democratic allowance in handling our own affairs and the things done by
chief and council be not subject to revision, rejection or recommendation of the §
Indian agent. We ask why having made treaties as men with our rulers now dead §
and with past governments...we are now regarded as wards... Did these
treaties make us wards, and irresponsible persons and if so why in time of war are §
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we British subjects? Why when we wear a uniform can we be permitted to drink
whiteman’s ale and when war in over and uniforms off are we Indians and
children of the government? It seems to us that the British ambassadors who
negotiated the treaties with our people and paid us in the way set out in the
treaty . ..then decided to eliminate us as a race. Would it be too much to ask
that we be allowed to live and for that purpose to have

(a) An equitable and just Act governing our affairs and our relations within
ourselves and towards other citizens of Canada.

(b) Government aid in establishing fishing, trapping, farming industry
within the limits of our reservation. More liberal education and some assistance
80 that our own people can become competent in the things which will promote
comfort and well being in developing our own natural resources on this reserve.

(¢) To that end we ask some limitation be put upon provineial privileges so
that persons having a licence to hunt or fish from the province of Ontario may
not be permitted to hunt and fish upon our reserve as our department has stated
certain waters entirely within our reserves are called navigable waters.

(d) When in 1882 our fathers voted for the St. Anne’s lease we submit they
had no intention of forever surrendering their and our rights . . . as this document
shows only a ten-year lease. We wish a just and equitable interpretation be
put upon these Acts. It is submitted that his reserve being near the international

order cannot be governed by the terms of the present Act. We request financial
619, care and hospitalization for the members of our band so as to give them the
equivalent of all social legislation. The members of our band in general council
ave answered the questions contained in the letter of instructions in this way

2. Band membership should be in the sole control of this band and counecil.

3. Taxes—no.

4. Enfranchisement—Voluntary.

5. Voting rights—no.
The band has added the following covenants as a result of the general council
Meeting, PES

As we pay taxes indirectly on all community purchases we feel we should be
granted old age pensions.

We feel for the benefit of our children that a larger central school should
be built on the reserve and transportation provided. We feel with a population

.0f over nine hundred a resident nurse should be employed by the department.

he following treaties have relation to this and adjoining reserves—

Moore Township ............ Page 128 Vol T

IlanEEs e e e e Page 278 Vol I

4000 ACTeRs Ao s s Page 221 Vol II

Upper: Canada ... sl ....Page 19 Vol I

Canadian (Cluly et 20 s T Page 7 Vol IT

Weallaceburg: & o s s T 2 acres of land on mainland
A b 2 e A R T e Page 880 (No 21)

Treaty of Peace ...5... ... Book No. 9 Page 428

The Cramman: Would you like to read the next page?
The WirnEss: Yes.

Capital and interest funds

.We are thankful to the government for the five per cent interest we are
Teceiving on our capital funds, but we request that we be given the right to spend
Our interest money, where we consider it a credit to any individual or band.

7/
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River frontage

be permitted to purchase river fronta,ge to beautlfv and build breakwaters to j‘
keep our banks from washing away. This resolution was turned down by the
Indian department, the resalts being that the banks of our valuable land are no
washing away, so we request the right for individuals, members of the band to
purchase the river frontage. Y |
Matters specified and numbered one fo eight, in the orders of reference of “{
both the Senate and the House of Commons made on Thursday, 13th day of °
May A.D. 1946 gt Ottawa. ;
A question was, do your band wish to pay delegates’ expenses?
On August 9th 1946, Sarnia Band held a meeting to consider and answer the =
above mentioned, therefore it was moved by James B. Williams, seconded by =
Lloyd Williams that this band of Sarnia reserve pay expense of the delegate out =
of band funds for the purpose of attending the meeting at Ottawa; also moved-:l
by Leonard Plain and seconded by Lloyd Williams that the band set aside the
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.) from band funds to pay delegates";
expenses. Carried unanimously. )

INDIAN ACT

Section 4 Part 1—to be abolished.
Reason—Indians being deprived of their rights.

Section 9—Part 1—(a), (b), 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6 unsatisfactory. ,
Education of Indians at present is the sole responsibility of the federal
government; education, health, and welfare have been in the hands of the
Indian department at Ottawa. ;
(z) It is our contention that the results of this policy has been that tahef. 3
Indian population of southwestern Ontario has received a far lower standard
of education, health, and welfare service, than the other citizens of southwestern
Ontario, and that much of the deplora;ble conditions under which the Indxan.‘
are hvmg to-day can be traced to these low standards.

(b) Greater facilities and opportunity for education opportunity to obtain
high school, and university education should be available more generally for
the Indian youth 4

(¢) Since the present school system has been a failure, we recommend thm‘:_-
education of Indians be committed to regional boards, upon which Indians
in the district shall be represented by Indians. "

(d) That the responsibility of administering the education for the south
western Ontario Indians be placed in the hands of the provincial government
and that the dominion reimburse the provincial government for all expens
incurred in the provision of an educational standard, which shall be equal to ﬂha
of the other citizens of southwestern Ontarlo

Section 13—regarding loss of me'mlbershxp through residing in a foreign =
country without leave. 3
We recommend the jurisdiction be left entirely to the band, chief an,
council. B

Section 48—(2), (3) and (4).

We oppose to this section by virtue of our treaty nghts, where large te
ritories have been surrendered and the small portions of lands which we no
possess or was reserved according to our treaty rights, for our own exclusiv
right and enjoyment, and our posterity. We wish this section to be abolish
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Section 50 (S.S. 2) (A-B).

~ Lease and licenses to prospect for minerals, which reads that the Governor
n Council may make regulations enabling the Superintendent General in respect
of any reserve, (a) & (b) as follows:

We recommend the band, chief and council be given the authority to lease
Property for minerals, providing the band, chief, and counecil consider necessary.

;} Section 52—S8.8. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.
e Expropriation Act. :

Inquiry and report by Exchequer Court as to removal of Indians.

For years back, the southwestern Ontario Indians have appealed to the
Department, of Indian Affairs to abolish section 52. We request the honourable
members of this joint committee to recommend at once this section 52 be

~ abolished. We regret very much to acknowledge that such law as section 52

~ Was issued to be applied to the natives of this country, more so after the natives
Surrendered large territories and reserved small portions of land for their own

; exclusive use and enjoyment, and their posterity, as the government agreed to
ki by treaty, and a pity for the Indians to realize that there are laws made whereby
- the Indian is deprived of his birthright, so we feel we are justified in requesting
the members of the joint committee to recommend this section 52 be abolished.

Section 91—Reduction of purchase money due on sale of Indian lands.

. We consider this section unjust, unfair, to the Indians to have his bargaining
Price cut down to suit the purchaser, we recommend this section be abolished.

Section 93.

We request this section be abolished reason being we are the undersigned
Owners of land and money referred to in this section, so we therefore request to
govern the lands and money referred to in this section.

Section 99 (A).

Duties of agent at meetings of council rather than the Indian agent having
‘f‘}lll control of council meeting, as at times the agents do not recommend resolu-
Jons passed by chief and council, yet these resolutions passed are a credit to an
lndn{ldual or band, so we request that the chief and council have full control of
Mmeetings and send resolutions direct to the Indian department.

egarding the revision of Indian Act.

The Maoris of New Zealand are generally spoken of by Indians throughout
O:Haga. It is wondered why the same laws can’t be made for the Indians of
vanadag,

. We feel justified to recommend there be Indian representation to assist in
TeVision of the Indian Act, and also legal counsel be employed as well to
epresent the Indians.

The Cmamman: Do you want me to read the next seetion?
The Wirness: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN:

k@‘ Re—Surrender to the Dominion Alloy Steel Co. by the Sarnia Band of
F , Indians on December 13, 1919.

) b I will read in full, if requested by the honorable members of this committee,

Ut T wish to call your attention to a particular portion of the agreement which
Teads as follows:

5 .. The company agreed to move our public buildings, or put up ones as good on

- Asite selected by the band.

. Here T am explaining the situation eleven years after, some of the Indians

paitlence got exhausted on account of the company not fulfilling their agreement,

Some Indians approached the company officials stating they would move the
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church for a certain sum of money ($1,000) which the company agreed to. g
resolution passed to the Indian department by a small number of Indians.:.
requesting the same be approved, followed by other resolutions, which was
finally approved by the department, yet contrary to the original agreement a.nd
the Indian Act which calls for majority before approved. Up to date we have no
church, as we were requested to tear it down by the company. Finally there was a §
resolutlon passed voting the sum of $20,000 from our band funds to build a
church, majority not present, so a petition was passed around receiving 56 names
in favour followed by a protest petition which the Indian department favored.
I wish to refer you to section 93 of the Indian Act, which reads in portion—
The Governor in Council may direct the expenditure of any capital money
standing at the credit of such band in the construction of permanent improve-
ments upon the reserve. J
(8.8.) 2—In the event of the band refusing to consent to the expenditure
of such capital moneys as the superintendent general minister may consider |
~advisable for any of the purposes mentioned in S.8. (1) of this section and it
appearing to the superintendent general minister that such refusal is detrimental  §
to the progress or welfare of the band, the Governor in Council may without the
consent, of the band, authorize and direct the expenditure of such capital for suph b
of the said purposes, as may be considered reasonable and proper. L 8
I estimate there wouldn’t be a more permanent improvement than a church
in any community. b |

Re Agreement—Alloy Steel Co. regarding Council House
A special meeting was held at the Indian office, with the Indian agent, |
Mr. McCracken present and Chief T. Adams, and counmllors Russell Bird, §
Jas. B. Williams, and a committee Clarence Plain and Kenneth Plain present. ,
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the moving of the Council House. §
Mr. B. H. McCreath on behalf of the Dominion Steel Co. was present at the f
meeting.
The deadline for the removal of the Council House be Sept. 1st 1945,
that the entire balance owing for all lands which was surrendered by the Indian
Band, be paid by February 15, 1945.
One hundred and fifteen acres of land including at least 1200 feet of river |
frontage and including land in which Dominion Alloy Steel buildings and f
equipment are situated shall be held by the Department as a guarantee that the f
Council House will be built by Sept. 1st 1945, and that if the said Council
House is not completed by that time on the new site, the above mentioned §
property, namely 115 acres, plus the Alloy Steel Bmldmms shall be returned to
the Indian band and shall be their property. '
The Dominion Steel Corp. agree that any alterations in the plan of the new §
Council House will be made at the request of the band, also that the Alloy §
Steel Co. comply with the terms of the original surrender dated Dec. 10, 1919, §
that the Alloy Steel Co. pay $500.00 to the band to be used in rebuilding the
Fair Grounds. Carried. i,
At a band meeting held April 11th 1947, a resolution passed that the Sarnia
band of Indians foreclose on Mr. MeCreath Who represented the Dominion Alloy.
Steel Corporation, failing to fulfil the agreement of Dec. 13, 1944. E
Carried unanimously. After the Indian depa,rtment refrused to foreclose
on the company this same property which was given to us for security was sold
for $232,500, we consider we are justified in getting an explanation on this. '
After this property was sold the Indian department ordered the company
to ecomplete the Council House within 60 days, if not completed in the spemﬁedr
time they would be penalized $100. per day.
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The Council House was not completed within the specified time, Inspector
Arneil okayed the hall so the company wouldn’t be penalized. The Sarnia band
had to wait 28 years to have the Council House completed.

Does that complete your presentation?

The Wirness: Yes.

The Cmamman: Thank you very much, Mr, Adams, you will be here for
Questioning a little later. I am sure many of the members of the committee

esire to ask you questions.

~ Mr. Lickers: I should like to point out that, at the beginning of his presen-
tatlon, Mr. Adams said he had another presentation to make which will be
fo}lowing later. At that time, I suppose he could make it an appendix to the
minutes.

The CramrMAN: Have you another presentation you desire to make now?

The Wirness: No, I have not.

The Cuamman: You have one coming?

. The Wirnmss: I have one coming, but T will probably have an opportunity
of telling you about it to-morrow.

The CramMaN: Yes.

Mr. Lickers: I have a brief here from the Grand Indian Council of Walpole
Island signed by H. B. Williams and Wallace Soney which I should like to file as
appendix FJ..

The CuamrMaN: Is it agreeable to the committee that this brief be filed and
made a part of our record?

Mr. Case: Agreed. :

. Mr. Remp: How many more witnesses are to be heard? Will we have some
time left to-morrow to question those who have spoken?

The Cmamman: Yes, it is proposed to have a question period not only

t to-morrow, but this evening. We have to be out of here by one o’clock to-morrow.

e have one or two more of whom I know who have presentations, and there may
€ others. Then, we will proceed with the questioning immediately. Is that

B agreeable?

Mr. Case: You are going to try to have all the briefs presented to-night?
. The Cuamman: Yes. Chief William Pine of the Garden River Reserve?
Is there anyone here from the Garden River Reserve?
Mr. Bryce: Was he here to-day?
The Cuamrman: Yes, he has been here to-day. I spoke to him. Our counsel
tells me he checked in at the hotel this morning.
Mr. Case: Have we anyone else from whom we can hear?
W The CramrMaN: Yes, William Smith is here. Before Mr. Smith commences
18 presentation, is there anyone else amongst the Indian delegation present who
Ires to present a brief? If there is no one else who desires to present a brief

to the committee then, after Mr. Smith has completed his presentation, we will
Proceed with the questioning of the witnesses.

' William Smith, representing the Hereditary Council,

Six Nations, called:

By the Chairman.: :

Q. Who are you representing?—A. The Hereditary Council of the Six
Nations,
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Q. Mr. Sam Lickers, whom does he represent?—A. He was spokesman f
the organization called the Red Men. i

Q. You have a brief, have you?—A. Not for presentation. We will have it
ready in the near future.

Q. You just want to'make a few remarks?—A. Yes. '

Q. Roughly how long will it take you?—A. I would have liked to have an_
hour, but perhaps I can condense it into half of that time.

Q. We have to be through here to-night by ten o’clock. It is now a quart
after nine and we have all these witnesses to question. Would it be convenient, -
as I suggested to you before dinner, if you let our counsel ask a few questions,
then you could answer them. You see, if it is going to take you as you say, half
an hour or at least an hour, it would use up all our time?—A. Perhaps, Mrs
Chairman, the questions would not coincide with what I desire to say. i
5 Mr. Bryce: I think he asked for half an hour and he said he could cut 11i‘

own. 2

Mr. Brackmorg: I think we should let him make his remarks.

The CuamMaN: You gentlemen know what you are doing. We have to
be out of here to-morrow by one o’clock and, therefore, you know the amount of
time we-have left. If we have not enough time, it will be your responsibility.

Mr. Case: It seems to me the examination of witnesses is secondary. We
want to hear the Indian’s side of the story. If we have not time to complete
our examination, then it is too bad for us. What position do you occupy in
connection with the Hereditary Chiefs?

The WirNEss: Assistant secretary.

By Mr. Case:

Q. Then, it is an organization, is 1t?—A. It is the legal government of the
Six Nations.

Q. It is so designated by the reserve? What authority do they have i
calling themselves that?—A. I should like to explain that in my talk, but I ma
say this: they are the descendants of the Confederate Council whlch orlgmat~
in the state of New York about four centuries ago. ’

The CrarMmaN: All right, proceed, Mr. Smith.

The Wirness: Mr. Chairman and members of the committee; I wish -=T
express my pleasure in having the opportunity of saying a few words here. I8
had the intention of covering a good deal of ground in the Six Nations history,
gut I will try to condense what I had to say within the short period of half an

our.

The Six Nations Confederacy was the outcome of a welding into one con-.
federacy of these different war-like nations—Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas.
Tuscaroras, Cayugas, Senecas and Delawares. This confederacy, created lon
before the white man arrived in this country, was one of the noblest organizations
the world has ever seen. There are several things that I would like to go into
more fully, but I will stress one main point: they were chiefs from the different
nations who created this confederacy, and in the creation of these chiefdoms the |
women held the power to have the final say as to who was to be chief. Tha g
was a noble rule, and I do not think that this world will ever really see peace:
until we follow the principles of this Iroquois confederacy. E

At the outset I would like to go into some of the evidence that was presented
to the committee a year ago by the officials of the Indian department. First, I
will start with the title to the soil. Now, I shall quote some extracts from th_
evidence presented by Mr. MacInnes, of the Indian department. He read mto
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the record the proclamation of 1763. What I shall read will be found at page 54
of the minutes of evidence of the committee, No. 2, 1946. 1 shall read this
Statement : — o

So, what has been recognized as Indian aboriginal interests in the
soil is not 'ownership of the land in its entirety but usufructuary and
roving rights over it.

3 He also wrote into the record the proclamation of 1763. I think you gentlemen
& are well enough versed in law to realize that a proclamation issued by a
: Sovereign can only have authority within the confines of the dominions of that
Sovereign and covers only the people who are subjects of that sovereign. The
IX Nations being an independent people on their own land owned the title to
the soil, the fee simple or allodial title, which is actually higher than the fee
Simple to the soil. There was an explanation that this had a tendency to make
the Indians subjects of Great Britain. The Six Nations refute that argument
Strongly. Possession rests with the first occupant. Grotius asserts that corporeal
Possession entails title; Vattel tells us that possession rests with the first oceu-
pant; Puffendorf states that title rests in him first to occupy, not first to see it.
Blaqkstone, the British authority on internaional law, explains that allodial title
18 higher than fee simple and it is that which a man owns in his own right
Without owing any rent or service for it, wholly independent being held to no
Superior at all. So I would like to make it clear that the Indians were ownets of
the land and they held the fee simple and allodial title. That is important
€cause all Indian treaties are based on the prineiples of 1763. =
Now, the Six Nations Confederacy became involved in the wars between
the different contestants in early colonial days. First there was difficulty with
the Dutch, later with the French and still later with Great Britain and the
Tevolting colonies. As a result of the Six Nations allying themselves with the
ritish in the American revolution they migrated to lands on the Grand river
under the Haldimand Treaty. This was in fulfilment of Sir Guy Carleton’s
; Pledge. Under the establishment of the Six Nations along the Grand river on
. lands allotted to them under the Haldimand Treaty which was a direct cession
rom the Crown, the Crown at that time attempted to make replacement with a
Simple deed. The Six Nations under the leadership of Captain Joseph Brant
Tefused to accept the exchange and refused to confirm the Simcoe deed. The
Slnr.lcoe deed was made in 1793. As a result of that the Haldimand deed was
registered in 1795.
R Now, the basis of all the land deals between the Six Nations and outsiders
h_&d been based on the Simcoe deed. The basis of the Indian Act is laid on the
| Simeoe deed, followed up by the British North America Act. In 1867 there was,
| th’I:O'ugfh the joining of the four provinces here, the Union of Canada. Under the
British North America Act Queen Victoria through Her Majesty’s government
transferred to the Canadian government authority to legislate for Indians.
he Imperial government at that time exercised no authority over the Six
a_tions. Therefore it was impossible to transfer to another party obligations
B Which they never had. Only last August the Imperial government in preparing
‘ & memorandum on India dealing with paramountcy there made this startling
ik df}CIa.ration, that it is impossible to transfer treaty obligations to a third party
? Wlth‘ou't the full consent and knowledge of the second party. Now, that is the
Position of the Six Nations. They had no knowledge and never consented to this
transfer, Shortly after confederation there was a bill passed in the House of
Commons called the Indian Act. I believe at the beginning this Act contained
B Only.eigh’o sections. The eight seetions did not harm the Indians very much,
E Ut it was the amendments and additions and other later introductions that
i €came harmful to the Six Nations and other Indians in Canada. The Six
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Nations withdrew from the conference at Sarnia in 1871 when the government i
called the Indian conference for the adoption of the Indian Act. Consequently
they never became a party which gave their approval to this law. e H

Then later on, in 1924 the Canadian government, with the use of force of =
arms, dissolved the Six Nation government. That was one of the blackest acts =
in Canadian history. That was a type of government foreign to us, which was =
called the elective council. Our people have never supported this change and I
do not think they ever will. And now, when coming down to this present
committee and the dissolution of the chiefs and the appointment of the elective =
council I have to say this. It was the result of an investigation by the Canadian =
government through Colonel Andrew Thompson, and his report to the =
government. He was authorized to inquire and investigate into the affairs of
the Six Nations Indians, including matters of education, health, morality,
election of chiefs, powers assumed by the council. Administration, and soldier
settlement were also included. .

By the Chairmaﬁ:

Q. What are you reading from now?—A. Colonel Thompson’s report on the
investigation of the Six Nations.
Q. What is the date of that?—A. 1923. E
Q. Does it state the department who issued it, so that we can have it for
record purposes?—A. It was issued by the Department of Indian Affairs. '
Q. All right.—A. He was authorized to investigate the Six Nations on seven
points but the most important point was omitted, that is the status of the Six
Nations, who they are and what they are. He had no authority to investigate
the most important point and he makes this remark on page 13. :

For some considerable time past there has been strong agitation to
have the Six Nations constituted as a separate sovereign people. Those |
supporting this course allege that in the wording of several earlier |
treaties the Six Nations are not subjects but are allies of the British
Crown. The investigation of the merits of this condition was not one |
of the duties assumed by me and I merely mention it in connection with
the powers assumed by the council. R

As the result of this investigation with limited powers we had a change in

government of our people without the consent or the feeling of the people. Now &

the Six Nation Indians, as I have said, have refused and have always maintained
that they never legally came under the Indian Act. And I further cannot say
whether they will accept the revision of the Indian Act. You will ask me why,
gentlemen. Let me put it this way. Supposing we were allowed to appoint
thirty or thirty-five Indians to a committee, would any of you gentlemen be

willing to place the future destiny of your people in the hands of a committee of = §

thirty Indians? Now I have tried to make clear the position of the Six Nations. |}
I think what I have said here speaks for itself. I have many other articles here
of how the Six Nations have been used. Take for instance, the national
registration. These are the instructions issued by the national registration

department, issued to all deputy registrars. 3

Mr. Case: What is the date of that?
The Wrrness: 1940, the 15th of July.

By the Chairman:
Q. What document is it again?—A. Pardon? i
Q. What document is it?—A. Instructions issued to deputy national
registrars.
Q. Under what act?
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Mr, Casg: I suppose it is under the National Registration Act.

The Wirness: Yes. On page 7 it has this to say. “Registration officers will
abstain from attempting to advise or settle whether registrants are or are not
British subjects. The registrant must decide that question for himself”. No
Indian had that privilege under this national registration. They were forcibly
registered as British subjects. Now I hate to take up your time in other small
matters but I would like to bring to the attention of this committee one other
glaring instance. I have here a summons issued to one Raymond Leslie Johnson.

Mzr. Case: Is he an Indian?

The Wirness: Yes, a Six Nations Indian from Six Nations’ territory. It is
dated February 8, 1947. This young man of about thirty years of age has
worked out for several years and saved his money. He came back home to a
deserted and dilapidated farm and tried to build it up. He built a tremendous
new barn about the size of this hall. He bought a tractor and implements and
egan to farm. This winter, desiring to erect another building, he got some
logs off the territory and took them up to a sawmill with the intention of

bringing back the lumber to errect this building. The Mounted Police in

Consultation with the Indian superintendent issued this summons. As a result
of that he was fined $100 and costs, a total of $155. This man had done more to
mprove our Indian reservation than our Indian agent and all the Mounted
olice put together, yet he was fined on the Indian reserve. He was, of course,
brought, under the Indian Act. :

Mr. MacNicon: In what way?

The Wrrness: He drew logs off the reserve to a sawmill in order to bring
em back as lumber.

By Mr. Little:
Q. Had he the right to take the logs in the first place?—A. He was not
selhng them.
Q. Had he the right to take them in the first place?—A. Not according to

 the Indian Act.

A short time ago this House was very magnanimous to a British war-bride
Who was fined $25 under the Indian Act. That fine was reduced to $1. Gentle-
en, this is a much more worthy cause than the second one that I have cited.

I would have liked to take more of your time, gentlemen, but I said I
Would try to be through in half an hour. I would have liked to have gone into

More of what the Indian department officials have said and it is my desire to

®hange our brief and add a lot more to what I had intended to say. In the
Dear future we will make a presentation of the brief

The Caarrman: Thank you very much Mr. Smith, I appreciate the effort
You have made.
th Now, is Chief William Pine here? Chief William Pine not being here,

en I presume we will proceed with the questioning of the witnesses. Is it

Your wish, gentlemen, to take them in the order that they have been heard?
S that agreeable?

Agreed. :

Mr. Reginald Hill, would you come forward please.

Mr. Reginawp Hirn: If it is in order I should also like to have the questions

- Pt to the other delegates who have come with me.

th The Crmammax: I was going to suggest that you and your delegates go to
€ centre table and be seated there. The reason for that is we want everybody
= €ar, and especially the official reporter. Shall we limit the time of the
embers in asking these questions? Is it agreeable to say ten minutes? We
My have twenty minutes left.
90034—5
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: ?\/Ir BLACKMORE: Would it be in order to suggest Mr. Lickers ask quesbxons !
rst? 3
The CaamrMmaN: I think probably we will let Mr. Lickers have the res!b B
of the time. We have twenty minutes. To-morrow morning the members can =
continue. ’

Mr. Case: He is familiar with them. Let him proceed.

The CaarrmaN: Mr. Lickers, would you carry on? &

Mr. Lickers: How many schools have you on the Six Nations reserve? b

Mr. JosepH HiLn: There are eleven schools with sixteen rooms.

Mr. Lickers: How many pupils are attending those schools?

Mr. JosepH Hinn: For the last quarter there were 679.

Mr. Lickers: And how many pupils are there to each teacher?

Mr. JosepH Hiun: There is an average of 43.

Mr. Lickers: Do you think that is an adequate staff?

Mr. Josepr Hinn: By no means.

Mr. Lickers: How many more schools do you require?

Mr. Josgpa Hirn: Offhand I would say two or three. ¢

The CuammaN: How many classes are there under each of these teachers?

Mr. Lickers: Are all these just single-room schools? g

Mr. Josepr Hiun: No, there are at present four two-room schools.

Mr. Lickers: So that you actually have sixteen classrooms?

Mr. JosepH Hmun: Yes, sir.

Mr. Lickers: And what about the teachers? Are they all qualified?

Mr. JoserH Hmi: We have fourteen qualified teachers. Two are quahﬁed 1
in the sense that they have the academic standing. ‘q

Mr. Lickers: They are qualified but not certified? Can we put it that Way? :

Mr. Josgpr Hin: Correct. :

Mr. Lickers: Are they Indians? ¥

Mr. JosepH HiLi: All of them. s e

Mr. Lickers: How long has the teacher with the longest service been ]
teaching there? 1

Mr. Josepr Hin: I would say to the best of my knowledge this is her J ‘
thirty-eighth year. -+

Mr. Lickers: Is there any antagonism on the part of the residents or parents 1
to their children being taught by Indian teachers? &

Mr. JosepH Hiun: No, sir.

Mr. Lickers: Do they have any school boards?

Mr. Josepr Himun: No, sir. ]

Mr. Lickers: What jurisdiction has the council over the operation of these '
schools?

Mr. Josepr Hii: None. g

Mr. Lickers: Do they contnbute towards the support or expenses of the {
operation of those schools? :

Mr. Josepr Hiin: No. Prior to 19—-—

The Cuamman: You can answer if you like Mr. Reginald Hill.

Mr. Lickers: Whoever has the information. ;
: Mr. ReciNap Hiun: Prior to 1927 until the matter was brought up here |
in parliament by Mr. Franklin Smoke, M.P., I think the expenses were borné §
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entirely by the Six Nations and to the best of my knowledge they built the
existing schools. Since that time I believe the department has taken over the
operation and the upkeep.

Mr. Lickers: Those are all day schools, are they?

Mr. Josepr HiLn: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: Can you break down the number of pupils in each grade?

Mr. Josepr Hiin: Yes, I have that information.

Mr. Lickers: Would you mind giving it to us?

Mr. Josepr Hiin: In grade I, there are 135; grade II, 131; grade III, 71;
grade IV, 94; grade V, 84.

Mr. MacNicon: How many?

Mr. JosepH Hiuv: 84; grade VI, 57; grade VII, 51; grade VIII, 52, and
there are 4 in grade IX.

Mr. Lickers: Is grade IX being taught in any of the schools?

Mr. Josepr Hiun: These four pupils are attending to more or less keep
Up In their work that they may go on next year. They were financially unable
to attend this year.

Mr. Lickers: You say they were financially unable to attend?

Mr. Josepr HinL: That was the excuse the parents gave me.

Mr. Lickers: Grade IX is the first year collegiate, is it not?

Mr. Josppr Hiun: That is correct. :

Mr, Lickers: Can you give me any figures as to the numbers of graduates
Who graduated last year from grade VIII?

Mr. Joserr Hinn: I cannot answer that right now.

Mr. Lickers: Do you know how many pupils from the reservation are
attending collegiate or some secondary school?

Mr. Josepr Hiun: Yes. At present there are 43 receiving a grant from the
federal government. Then there are several for whom the council is paying
e tuition. Then there are a few for whom the parents are paying, plus those
10 the United States of whom we have no record.

Mr. MacNicoL: You say “plus those in the United States”. What do you
Mean by that?

.. Mr. Josgpr Hinw: There are a great many of our people living in Buffalo,
Nlagara Falls and Rochester, who are going on with their education.

Mr. Lickers: All those you mentioned were on the reservation?

B Mr. Josepr Hinn: In the three high schools surrounding the reservation, the
fantford collegiate, Caledonia high school and Hagersville high school.

. Mr. Recivawp Hinn: The numbers that were just quoted represent the pupils

}:}llaﬂ}en:dance at the day schools on the reservation. The breakdown shovying

SCeofgllis’ferent grades represents the pupils in attendance at our own Six Nations

afte Mr. Lickers: And can you give the committee any idea as to how the pupils

T they attend secondary school compare with the whites?

Mr. Josepr Hiun: In what way?

Mr. Lickers: As far as their academic standing.

Mr. Josgpr Hitn: They compare very favourably.

i MI:. Lickers: Do all the graduates from public school have the opportunity
continue on to secondary education?

Mr. Josgpr Hiin: Not all.

90034_55
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Mr. Lickers: Why would some of them not have that om')ortunit-y?
Mr. Josepr Hinn: Those attending high sechool now receive a grant on th
approval of the provinecial inspector.

Mr. Lickers: Are all your schools down there inspected by the provinci
school inspector?

Mr. Josepr Hiur: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: What curriculum do you use?

Mr. Josepr HiLL: We follow the Ontario curriculum.
Mr. Lickers: Is that working out satisfactorily?
Mr. JosepH HiLL: Quite satisfactorily.

Mr. Lickers: What about handicrafts and things like- that being taughﬁ{' i
in the schools? =

Mr. Josepr HiuL: There are a few schools which carry on work of that kin
where the teacher is particularly interested.

Mr. Lickers: Is that a part of the curriculum of the schools?
Mr. JoserH Hn: Yes.
Mr. Lickers: It is part of the curriculum?

Mr. Josepr Hiun: Well, our curriculum is very broad and they ma)&‘ f-_'
include anything of that nature

Mr. Lickers: You are the supervising principal on the reserve?
Mr. Josepr Hinvn: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: Is there anything in connection with the curriculum yo
would suggest should be approved? .

Mr. Josepa HiLL: Yes. The history books; there also might be an improvi :
ment in English literature.

Mr. Lickers: In what way?

Mr. JosepH Hinn: I believe that our pupils are more interested in stories
Indian lore and the accomplishments of Indians in years gone by.

" Mr. Lickers: Are these schools non-denominational?
Mr. Josepr HirL: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: Have you knowledge of the results from any of the residen-
tial schools in the neighbourhood? b

Mr. JosepH Hinn: No, I haven’t that information.

Mr. Lickers: Are there any others of the delegation who have any know-
ledge as to the residential schools? ]

Mr. Reaivawp Hin: I take it that the information that you are reques
ing is as to the number attending, the number graduating and the per ce
of efficiency?

Mr. Lickers: Is there a number of children who are attending the res -
dential school on that reserve?

Mr. Josepr Hin: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: What residential school is it?

Mr. Recinatp Hrun: The Mohawk Institute.

Mr. Lickers: Do you know what the enrolment there is?

Mr. Josepr Hirn: Offhand, I would say between 150 and 160.

Mr. Lickers: There is provision in the Indian Act for the Couneil to inspe
residential schools. Perhaps Chief Councillor Maracle can give me this inform

tion; have council ever inspected the residential school in Brantford, the Mohaw
Institute?

Mr. MagacrLe: They have in previous years.
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Mr. Lickers: They have not recently?
Mr. MaracLe: No, they have not recently.

Mr. LickEers: Then you do not know what the relationship as to the
academic results of a child going to the public school on the reserve is as com-

- Pbared ito one attending a residential school?

Mr. Josepn HiuL: No, we do not.
Mr. Lickers: Can anybody get me some information on that from their

© Oown knowledge? You see, there has been evidence given here as to the merits
» and demerits of a residential school as compared to public schools.

Mr. Josepn Hinn: They attend the residential school for only half a day
at a time and that means that they are about eighteen or nineteen before they
Pass into high school. They should be through high school before that time.

Mr. Lickers: I think, Mr. Hilton Hill, that you were the clerk at the Indian
office in Brantford, how long?

Mr. HiuroN Hiin: For forty years.

Mr. Lickers: When did you retire?

Mr. Hiuron Hinn: It will be two years this coming January.

Mr. Lickers: Would not the applications for grants come through the

gg}cliiail?ofﬁce there as to grants for pupils both in public school and in residential
00l

Mr. Hizron Hinn: Yes.
Mr. Lickers: Did you at any time see those?
Mr. Hiuron Hiin: Oh, yes.

Mr. Lickers: Perhaps then you can give us some information as to the
results of the pupils attending the day schools as compared to those attending
residential schools? '

Mr. Hivron Hinn: As far as I know there is none going to high school.
Mr. Lickers: I mean, after graduating from the residential school.

Mr. Hivron Hin: I do not think it is allowed for them to stay at the
Mohawk Institute to go to high school.

Mr. Lickers: How do the children on the reserve get to school?
Mr. Josepr Hin: They walk.
Mr. Lickers: Do you think that is a satisfactory method of going to where

1 'the schools are situated?

Mr. JosepH Hinn: Are you referring to day schools or high schools?
Mr. Lickers: To day schools. '
Mr. Josepr Hiun: They walk, or go on bicyeles.
Mr. Lickers: How far are these schools apart? ]
3 Mr. Hivron Hiun: Brantford is about ten miles from fthe centre of the
eserve.
Mr. Lickers: I am asking about the reserve itself.
Mr. Josepr Hinn: The schools average two concessions apart.
Mr. MacNicon: That would be two miles or two miles and a half.
o %\t{[r. Josepa Hiun: The concessions are a mile and a quarter to a mile and
alf.
The Cmamman: That would mean no child would have to walk more than
4 mile and a half to get to school.
Mr. MacNicor: School children are doing that all over the province.
Mr. RecinaLp Hiin: Taking it diagonally across to the school it may be
uch further.
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The CuamrMaN: If there are two schools, one school on one concession and
the other two concessions further over that would mean that they would have
two and a half miles to walk. :

Mr. ReciNarp Hiwn: Speaking now particularly of No. 10 school, of wh1ch~ b
I am the teacher; I do know that pupils definitely do cut across the reserve to .
the school, there bemg no school north of No. 10 school; No. 10 school being one =
concession in from the northern limit. B

The CaamMAN: What I am talking about is as the crow flies.

Mr. Craruron: That would be?

certain points. Two and three-quarter miles would be a maximum distance.
Mr. Lickers: On page 3 of your brief, under education, 4(b), you say:—
(b) A salary scale be set up with provision for a minimum and maximum =
salary. <

‘to put into effect as of September ﬁrct of this year? .
Mr. Josepr Hinn: I have. ",

Mr. Lickers: Is that a satisfactory schedule in your estimation; or, does g
it compare favourably with, say, the salary scale of Brant county? '

Mr. Josepr Hiun: It does not compare favourably with what is paid in
that county. I understood it did.

Mr. Lickers: Is it lower, or higher?

Mr. Joserr Hiun: The schedule is lower than that of Brant County.

Mr. Lickers: Are any of the teachers on the reserve civil servants at the
present time?

Mr. JosepHa Hin: None.

Mr. Lickers: Then, under the heading education 4 (d) you say this:

“That required standings be reduced.”
What do you mean by that, what standings? b §

Mr. Josepr Hiun: Up until a few years ago the pupils were required to |
make an average of 65 per cent on their entrance examination before they were
eligible for the grant. In recent years the authorities have been more lenient,
and the pupils have been able to qualify on the recommendation of the provincial
inspector. What we desire is that all children, so long as they pass, be allowed
to go to high school. u

Mr. Lickers: You mean by, “being allowed to go”, being assisted financially |
by the department? .

Mr. Joseps Hiun: That is right.
. }?\/Ir Lickers: You have a school nurse, I believe, you said at the presenﬁ 5
ime

Mr. JosepH Hriun: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: Is she a graduate nurse?

Mr. JosepH HiLL: Well qualified.

Mr. Lickers: You have a hospital too, have you not?

Mr. JosepH Hin: Yes.

Mr. Lickers: Just one more question in connection with education. On page
3, item 4 (g) of the brief, you say,

“Adequate supplies of books to be provided.” .
Would you just explain that to the committee? g ' 4
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Mr. Recinawp Hirn: I think the answer to that would be this; the teachers
- are required -to send in a requisition for books as of March 31st to cover the

~ following year. It is difficult, at times, to forecast the attendance at the school,
or the number in any particular grade. As a result, you may find yourself short
of certain books. Some of the teachers complained that it was difficult in
September to secure additional books because, apparently, only the requisitioned
number was supplied.

Deliveries were made by the truant officer once each term. In one case

~ Mentioned, he came with approximately 5 dozen scribblers of a certain grade,
i type A, and 5 dozen of type B and that was to cover the teacher’s needs for one
. Complete term with an enrolment of 45 pupils.
} You can readily see that one issue completely exhausted the available supply.
‘ Ve will say a new supply of exercise books would be required in from four to
i SIX weeks in mormal usage. The teacher would then find herself without any
4 further supplies. The man who takes the books out is paid by the department
iﬁ' for.only one trip. Consequently, if he makes any additional trips they will be
| eéntirely at his own expense and he is rather loath to do it on too frequent
Occasions. You cannot blame him. I think that was the main complaint which
Was lodged at one of the meetings.

F The CuamrMaAN: Now, gentlemen, it is after ten o’clock. The committee

Wwill convene to-morrow at eleven in this room. If you will be in attendance in
- U1€ same positions to-morrow morning we will continue our discussion.

The committee adjourned at 10.10 p.m. to meet again on Friday, May 23,
1947, at 11.00 am. : :
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APPENDIX (EZ)

BRIEF OF THE VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION OF WIKWEMIKONG,
MANITOULIN ISLAND, ONT.

To the Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons,
appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, House of Commons,

Ottawa, Ont., Canada.

HonouraBLE GeNTLEMEN,—The War Veterans’ Association of Wikwemi-
kOpg consists of over one hundred members. We are all Indians living on the
ikwemikong Reserve where the Band membership is now about 1,600, one
hundred per cent Catholic. In two full and lengthy sessions of deep discussion
we have prepared this Brief for your careful consideration and action. As we
threw open these sessions to all members of the Band and allowed them to vote

" on everything we discussed; this Brief, while presented in our name, really

reflects the opinion of the entire Band.

L. Treaty Rights and Obligations.

We feel most strongly that all these treaties should be observed by all
Parties to them, and that the Indian Department has no right whatsoever to
break them both in letter and in spirit of its own initiative and on its own
responsibility.

We refer specifically to the fact that Indian women deriving benefits from

the Robinson Treaty have been deprived of those rights upon marrying members
of our Band who refused to accept that Treaty. The Indian Department is
altogether too arbitrary in depriving us of our just privileges.
_ Since the black day July 24, 1863 when Mr. Gibbard, a commissioner of
ﬁSheries, landed at Wikweminkong with 22 constables to take away our fishing
Privileges, we have suffered greatly from whites coming onto our reserve to fish
and hunt; and we wish that the laws in this regard be stringently enforced.

We desire that all the hunting and fishing privileges given to us by the
Robinson Treaty be retained by us, no matter how much pressure is brought to
bear by the various tourist associations.

‘ 2. Band Membership.

It is our general opinion that if any Indian woman legally married a white
Man, and was subsequently deserted by him, then she and her children should
be re-admitted to her original band.

3. Tazxation of Indians.
4 We feel that all Indians should be exempted from the payment of income
ax.

4. Enfranchisement. -

We are against any enforced enfranchisement of any band of Indians as
& whole unit; but we will permit any Indian to enfranchise individually if he
80 desires. In case he does enfranchise, however, we desire that the children of
the said Indian should not be enfranchised until they come of age and can
choose for themselves.

5. Right to vote.

. It is our considered opinion that all Indians should have the right to vote
In Federal elections; but on no account should they be forced to surrender any
of their present rights and privileges in order to be able to vote.
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6. Old Age Pensions, Relief, etc. .
We believe and we desire that all Indians should be placed on an equal =
footing with white people in regard to Old Age Pensions, Mothers’ Allowances,
ete., without at the same time losing any of their present rights or privileges.
We believe that in these years when Canada is giving billions of dollars
scotfree to foreign countries, it is criminal and disgraceful to starve and
malnutrition the original inhabitants of this country by giving them only &
few dollars of relief each month.
8. Education. .
We Indians are naturally very religious. It was as far back as 1648 thab
the Jesuit Poncet came to this island and spent seven months with us teaching
us the Catholie religion. We love our religion and mean to resist any attempts
by minority groups to deprive us of it. For this reason we are very much opposed
to the public school system of education being foisted upon us. We want to
keep our Catholic denominational schools and we wish to keep religion in our
schools as we have always had it from the beginning. b
However, we desire that the standard of education in our schools be improved
as much as is possible by greater efforts being made by the Indian Department
to secure first elass teachers, with a higher salary paid to them if necessary.
In the spring of 1946 a strong complaint was lodged on our behalf verbally -
with Mr. Doucette of the Indian Department about the lack of training given
to our children in the Kaboni day school. This complaint was backed up by
statistics e.g. not a single boy in school was pass Grade III. Mr. Doucette made
a gesture of taking notes about the matter, but no action was ever taken. or
anything done to remedy matters as far as we have been able to learn. This
is typical of the indifference the Indian Department shows when we try to
advance ourselves. :
Their excuse for this inactivity is that they can’t get teachers. The tru
reason for the lack of teachers is that they wouldn’t educate our own girls to
be teachers. About ten years ago two girls put through school by the depart-
ment (Mary Wabigijik and Mary Kinoshemek) taught only one year, and
then got married. The department used this as an excuse not to send any more
on for training. Actually four married Indian girls are teaching on our
reserve right now, and two married girls from here are teaching on nearby
reserves, so it is clear that marriage didn’t stop their teaching. In fact one of f
the two girls the complaint was made about is teaching on a reserve on the -
So0 line. The Indian girls from this reserve have always shown great aptitude
for teaching. The school records for the past ninety years show that they have
always been teaching. On July 28, 1857, two Indian teachers from here (Mary
Mishibinejima and Margaret Itawegijik) went to the convent of the Sacred
Heart, Montreal, to complete their education at their own expense. :
. Some sixty or seventy children from this reserve are separated from thei
families every year to go off to a residential school. There is,no need for this,
whatsoever, as sufficient of them live close enough together that day schools
could be erected for them with at least 25 children in each. That there i
lumber available for this is evident from the fact that a large tourist establish-
ment on the edge of our reserve has been able to find plenty of lumber to
increase their accommodations both last spring and this spring—and ironically
enough have .been employing Indian carpenters and labour, while our own
schools go unbuilt. We earnestly ask the members of the Committee to
investigate this situation.
In order that our children might get equal education with white children
-we ask for a full Ontario school course, such as is had in the Separate Schools,
to be introduced into our schools.
We prefer day schools, when we can get them from the Indian Department
but we realize that the residential school has a definite place in our schoo
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ﬁ“ . system and can’t be eliminated. We think highly of the two residential schools
ke we have at Spanish, Ontario, and wish that they could be given all possible
- help in the way of good teachers and equipment. A high school and vocational
L training school should be established there with all possible speed. Eight
, children from this reserve are finishing Grade IX this year, and they should be
b ‘encouraged to continue their studies.

¥ 9. Medical care
i, We appreciate the service being rendered to us by Doctor Simpson, our
& medical officer, and are fully satisfied with him and with the T.B. hospital at
k‘ ~ Manitowaning.

The dental care of our people has been sadly neglected in the past. We

respectfully request that immediate dental care be furnished them through the

* visit of a dental clinic, and that provision be made for regular visits to the
Reserve proper by a qualified dentist. We ask that the present practice of
pulling out all ailing teeth indiscriminately without trying to save some by
means of fillings be abandoned.

In 1933 at Wikwemikong, of the first twelve deaths, no less than eight were
children of one year and less; in other years the proportion is always unreason-
ably high. We have two hospitals within a radius of 35 miles of this reserve,
and we ask that all expectant mothers be taken to a hospital for safe delivery
of the child and post natal care of both mother and child. We lose too many
mothers and babies.

{ We further ask that Doctor Simpson be authorized to secure the services of
B a qualified eye-specialist as the need arises.
In view of the relatively large number of old people living alone on this
eserve without proper attention, we ask that a modest old peoples home be
established as soon as possible.
Fi We would like to have our main roads snowplowed in winter, because:—
( (1) We are a very large community and it is an unnecessary hardship to
B be cut off from the outside world during winter by snowblocked roads;
E‘ . (2) We have forty cars and trucks which cannot be operated unless roads
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are cleared of snow; :
(3) Five stores need a constant stream of supplies and unplowed roads
% hold these up too much;
F,w (4) Our daily mail service is constantly being thrown off schedule by snow
e storms leaving the roads impassable;
' (5) Our many sick are deprived of proper attention, due to difficult travel.
Last winter we had to put a dying man, bed and all on a sleigh, build

L a tent around everything, and thus transport him eleven miles till we*
got out to the white man’s land where we could secure a car and
i plowed roads to get him to the hospital. He recovered despite it all.

Re building anew of dock destroyed by ice years ago.

E _ Formerly we always had a good dock. In 1861 a dock was built to supply

E;‘ Passing steamboats with wood; in 1865 a dock was built for the oil companies;

,3 later, a dock was built for steamboats.

k; Now, however, we have no dock of any description and one is badly
; needed:—

(1) For the importing of farm machinery and feed for our 125 farms in

B actual operation, our 280 working horses, hundreds of cows, pigs, sheep,

poultry;

(2) For the bringing in of supplies to our stores and people;

(3) For the development of the tourist trade;

(4) For, the convenience of our fishermen.
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Re use of liquor. i
It is felt that Indians should be put on a par with Whites in regard to the
use or abuse of liquor, that the same laws should apply equally to all, and that 1
the Indian Act be amended to that effect. A
We thank you for the courteous attention you have given to this brlef
and hope that you will see fit to publish it as an appendix to your Minutes of 3
Proceedings and Evidence. ,
JOHN J. WAKEGIJIG,

Pres.
ANDREW TRUDEAU,
Signed on behalf of the Veterans’ Vice-Pres.
Association: ONEZIME BEBAMEKAIE,
Second Vice-Pres.
JOHN T. OSSIWIER,
Secty.
[ JACOB BONDY,
B. W. ANDY,
: Councillors.
In the absence of the Chief and DAVID MANITAWAK, ]
some councillors away working, signed Con. {88

on behalf of the Wikwemikong DOMINIC OLLZIG,

Unceded Indian Band by: Con.
MATTHEW PETWANKWAL,
L Secty. M.1.U. Band.
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APPENDIX FA

WHITEFISH RIVER RESERVE
May 12, 1947.

THoMmAs FArQUHAR, M.P.
House of Commons,
Ottawa.

DE}AR Sir,—The following is in reply to a questionnaire which deals to the eight
points dealt with in the questionnaire.

1. Treaty Rights and Obligations.

That our treaty rights and obligations be recognized and respected by both
the federal and provincial governments.
2. Band Membership.

That the chief and council be given the power to adopt or not to adopt any
Person into the band.
3. Liability of Indians to Pay Taxes.

That Indians should not be liable to pay taxes.

4. Enfranchisement of Indians both Voluntary and Involuntary.
That Indians should not be enfranchised unless he so desires.

5. Eligibility of Indians to Vote at Dominion Elections.
Indians should not vote at Dominion elections.

6. The Encroachment of White Persons on Indian Reserves.
That encroachment of white persons on Indian reserved lands be prohibited.

- 1. The Operation of Indian Day and Residential Schools.

That operation of Indian day schools be continued and that qualified teachers
be employed who are capable to teach at least second form high school or higher
80 that Indian children can obtain higher education.

8. Other Pertaining to Social and Economic Status of Indians.

That we require more assistance in the way of financial assistance by
Way of grants to Indians in establishing business enterprises or in farming;
8«15.0_{3ha,i; a certain area around off the reserves be allotted to Indians for the
Privileges of hunting and fishing.

Jonas Shawanda.
Mike Pegoneasang.
Daniel McGregor.
Wm. Migwaneki.
Franklyn Paibomesia.
Gus McGregor.

Chief Wm. MecGregor.
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APPENDIX FB
;Lg BRIEF OF THE SERPENT RIVER BAND, ONTARIO

The Indians of the Serpent River band(s) have the honour and pleasure
present the within brief for the consideration of the Joint Committee on
Indian Affairs. The subject matter follows the headings and numeration as set
iig‘zgin in the Orders of Reference of the House of Commons, Monday, May 13,

The representations, respectfully submitted, of the band(s), are as follows:

L Treaty Rights and Obligations
Wherever there are treaty rights and obligations, these should be strictly
adhered to by all parties of the treaty. These rights and obligations should bind
and be respected by both Federal and Provincial Governments, nor should
t €y be abrogated without the consent of both parties. Moreover, where any
Ifringement upon these rights has occurred, such infringement should now
€ corrected and the treaty restored to its original force.
One case in point is the loss of trapping and hunting rights as provided
by the Robinson Treaty. Whereas this treaty provided that all Indians of the
. Seventeen bands along the north shore of Georgian Bay should have exclusive
access to the fur resources of that section of Ontario lying south of height of
and between Penatanguishene and Batchewana, it is the sad fact that now
| all Indians are required to obtain permits for hunting and trapping in this
| S€ction, and it is even true that recently many Indians have lost their traplines
and townships in favour of white trappers. There will be some suggestions on
18 point, in Section 8, under “Industry”.

2. Band Membership
i Illgg.itimate children should be admitted to or excluded from the band at
fie decision of the Band Council.

3. L’iabi_lity of Indians to Pay Taxes .
Indians should be exempt from taxation whether Provinecial or Federal.

& Enfranchisement of Indians

In this agency enfranchisement has been very fairly handled. However,

‘fWhen a woman is enfranchised she should be given a fair share of the band
und. On-the other hand if she returns to the band she should not have any

hllg}fl:;ﬁso the capital fund until the money drawn from the band has been repaid

5. Bligibility of Indians to Vote in Dominion Elections

h Indians should have someone in Parliament to represent their interests.

i erefore Indians should have the right to vote in Dominion elections. How-
: me}‘ to vote intelligently there is great need of better education among the
’!/spalorlty of Indians. We accordingly: urge that education be advanced as

: eedil)_r as possible so that Indians may take up their responsibilities as soon
S Possible.

8. Encroachment on Indian Reserves
Steps_ should be taken to prevent the squatting of whites on Indian reserves.
Tovision should be made that the resources of the reserves be not drained
i filrﬁll're generations by the too free concession of pulp and timber rights to
-Indians.

90034—¢
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7. Day and Residential Schools

Edueation is of prime importance in the development of Indians as mor
responsible citizens. It should therefor be raised to the highest poss
standard. To achieve this end we submit the following:—

(1) Indian schools both day and residential, should be denomi
tional. Eduecation is not worthy of the name of education if it does ne
extend to the moral training of the person to be educated. Moreove
true moral training apart from religious training is impossible. This fa
has at last been recognized in Ontario in the ordination that religion she
be taught in all schools of the Province, whether publiec or separate.
is furthermore a fundamental tenet in the constitution of our country the
everyone shall be free to practise his own religion. Therefore, sine
there is no such thing as non-denominational religious instruction, oppol
tunity should be given to all to attend schools, whether day or residentia
of their own particular faith.

Moreover, it is not enough that religion be allowed to be taught i
the schools, but the teachers themselves should be of the particular fai
of the pupils, since the practice of religion enters into every field
education and instruetion, consciously or unconsciously.

(2) The courses to be followed in all schools should be in every
equal to the courses taught in non-Indian schools. In Ontario t
should follow the full Ontario curriculum, so that marks and credit
obtained in our schools should be recognized in any school in the Provinee.
There is no reason to do otherwise since Indian students have proved
time and again whenever they have been given a fair chance, that the
are fully capable of competing on an even footing with any child
anywhere.

(3) In order to bring the Indian schools up to the standard of
public and separate schools of the Province, we must have fully quali
teachers. In order to ensure qualified teachers our schools must o
salaries and living quarters fit to attract the best. This means that tl
grants to residential schools be large enough to allow for higher salar
Because of the special difficulty of teaching Indian children in the lo
grades because of the fundamental difference of language and even ¢
thought formation, our schools should be in a position to choose .the
teachers with care, rather than be forced to accept whatever is left ov
from the Ontario schools.

(4) There should be provision to compel attendance at day schoolsy
especially of children between the ages of twelve and sixteen. The fami il
allowance is effective for younger children but too often parents
withdraw their children from school as soon as they are able to earl 0
more than the amount of the family allowance.

(5) There should be adequate opportunity and encouragement
children to go on for higher education. Where possible, the day school8
should be developed to provide for the first two years of high sch
Besides “this, certain central residential schools should be equipped 1
provide opportunities for all who are not near day high schools. T
opportunities should be open to all without discrimination no ma
what their location or background.

These high schools should also be equipped for vocational training equiva
to any schools in the province.

If a student shows aptitude and inclination for studies beyond the scope
the day or residential schools, he should be given opportunity to pursue th
not excluding preparation for the most intellectual professions.
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8. Other Matters Pertaining to the Social and Economic Status of the Indians
and Thewr Advancement
. (@) WeLraARE:
B‘ (1) Medical care: On some reserves it is rather difficult to obtain the
- 8ervices of a doctor, sometimes because the doctor is simply tremendously over-
. Worked, but sometimes also because he simply does not care to come.
. (2) Dental care: Under the present arrangement there is no adequate pro-
~ Vision for dental care. When an Indian has a toothache the doctor pulls out the
“teeth. When the Indian has no more teeth he may go to a dentist for a set. That
;L_ could hardly be called care. There should be regular dental clinics on each
= Teserve.
' (3) Old age pensions: These should be the same for Indians as for whites.
The same can also be said for mothers’ pension and relief. An Indian eats just
a8 much as a white man and his food costs him just as much if not more since he
generally lives in a more isolated district where store supplies are more difficult
to obtain.
- (4) Home for the aged: There should be established homes for Indian aged
i - Where they can be given proper regular care. A person who has a large family
tan generally find a place among his or her children. But old people who have
10 children are passed around from one family to another, well cared for by some
and abused by others, and made to suffer a continual series of humiliations. If
o t;Ey are finally put in a home they may find themselves among total strangers
" With whom they cannot even converse. On the other hand a small home could
\ Provide them with trained attention and congenial companionship.

(b) APPOINTMENTS TO THE INDIAN DDEPARTMENT:

E These should be open to properly qualified Indian candidates.

f (¢) Inprax DrparrTMENT:

; There should be a separate Department of Indian Affairs in Ottawa with its
© 9%n minister in charge. To this department Indian agents should be directly
 Tesponsible. :

L (d) Seur Government:

. Self government in directing the affairs of the village should be more fully
I the hands of the councils. Where it is the unanimous opinion of the village or

and concerned to spend money out of the band funds for the improvement of
}’1 lage life, the Indian agent should not exercise his veto power,

Las ™ e nid-

(€) Commirrer 1o REvSE THE INDIAN AcT: .
There should be Indian representation to assist in framing and drafting the
‘ac_tual amendments deemed necessary.

r
f
L () Invusrry:

One of the main industries of the Indians in this area is trapping. Due ta
the Shelving of the provisions of the Robinson Treaty, the Indians are in danger
bEI_ng excluded from this industry entirely. It may be said that if the Indians
are given free scope to hunt and trap as they wish, game would soon be
- ®Xhausted. Under the present arrangement that may be true because of the
Celing of antagonism and injustice which exists. But if exclusive rights were
8Iven back to the Indians as outlined in Section 1, the preservation of the indus-
Iﬁ Wwould be their own responsibility and could be provided for through the
dian department and its officers. Moreover, if the Indians see that they are
Preserving the fur and game for themselves and their posterity, and not for the
elég trappers whom they necessarily regard as poachers, the game laws will
served.

All of which we respectfully submit.
- 90034—g3
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To be added to the Brief from the Serpent River Reserve.

Under Industries—Fishing—That the Indians of this reserve have rights to
fish on the inland lakes on Crown lands—It seems to us that the rights to fish on
the inland lakes has been reserved to tourists since we understand that it is not.
possible to have a licencé to fish there. We understand that one of our reserve
lost his nets as a penalty for fishing on such lakes. We believe that this is
against the agreements whereby an Indian may fish anywhere, if such an agree-
ment is not clearly defined and respected then steps should be taken that such
an agreement be made and respected, the amount of fish taken from these lakes
by an individual Indian for his family certainly could do no harm.

2. That the Indians of this reserve have water rights to protect them from
the encroachment of the whites. Serpent River and Cutler Bay front on our =
reserve. We have no protection from the white fishermen who set their gill and =
pond nets not more than fifty feet from the shore of the lake or bay. This spoils =
- any chance of our getting fish from these sources. We ask the committee respect-4
fully to have this matter investigated and that means be given to the Indians on
the reserve to set up their own fishing equipment and make the water rights such
that the Indians will be sure of having these fishing locations strictly theirs.
Some amount of fishing industry could be carried on, by the Indians themselves.
We ask that a definite limit be set so that a trespasser may be specifically
prosecuted for coming beyond that limit. If an area is not decided on then wé =
shall have no definite means of legal prosecution. ‘

3. Trap lines—That eighteen townships back of this reserve be reservedf'
for the use of the people of the Serpent River Band. This is not too much for
a reserve of at least forty-five families. The young men of our reserve are more
than willing to learn to trap, they have no grounds (trapping grounds) on which
they can learn. This reserve has men who are very experienced in trapping and
this reserve needs trapping as there is no full time industry on the reserve. W
ask that trapping rights and grounds therefore be given to us so that we m
make a better living and not be dependent on odd jobs in the near towns. It
seems shameful to us that we have no. grounds and that so many whites from
the nearby town of Spanish and from other places are surpassing us at trappm%'
which could be and should be our special industry here.

Brief presented to the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs by the Indians of;‘ |
Serpent River Band.

Addition to Section 6.

(b) It should be understood no reserve boundaries can be changed or con-
cessions of land for highways or telephone or power lines can be made witho
the agreement of the band council.

In particular: On the Serpent River Reserve the present highway number
has taken a strip of land 120 feet wide and some five miles long from the inhabi
section of the reserve. It cannot now be found that there has been any settleme
made to the band fund, or any agreement of any kind made with the ba
council either directly or through the Indian agent. We therefore respectfully
submit the petition that this matter be investigated and, if it be found that there
has been no agreement reached or due compensation made that the error be
corrected and provisions made that a similar mistake may not occur in future. |
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APPENDIX FC

The Indians of the Spanish River band have the honour and pleasure to
Present the within brief for the consideration of the joint committee on Indian
Affairs. The subject matter follows the headings and numeration as set down
I the Orders of Reference of the House of Commons, Monday, May 13, 1946.
R The representations, respectfully submitted, of the Spanish River band are as
ollows: —

1. Treaty Rights and Obligations: Wherever there are treaty rights and
O_bligations, these should be strictly adhered to by all parties of the treaty. These
tghts and obligations should bind and be respected by both Federal and
Provincial Governments, nor should they be abrogated without the consent of
oth parties. Moreover, where any infringement upon these rights has occurred,
Such infringement should now be corrected and the treaty restored to its
original force.

One case in point is the loss of trapping and hunting rights as provided by
the Robinson Treaty. Whereas this treaty provided that all Indians of the
Seventeen bands along the North Shore of Georgian Bay should have exclusive
access to the fur resources of that section of Ontario lying south of height of
and between Penatanguishene and Batchewana, it is the sad fact that now all
ndians are required to obtain permits for hunting and trapping in this section,
and it is even true that recently many Indians have lost their traplines and town-
ships in favour of white trappers. There will be some suggestions on this point
In Section 8, under “Industry”.

2. Band Membership: Illegitimate children should be admitted to or
excluded from the band at the decision of the Band Council.

3. Liability of Indians to Pay Taxes: Indians should be exempt from
taxation whether Provineial or Federal.

4. Enfranchisement of Indians: In this agency enfranchisement has been
very fairly handled. However, when a women is enfranchised she should be
8lven a fair share of the band fund. On the other hand if she returns to the

and she should not have any right to the capital fund until the money drawn

‘f‘TOm the band has been repaid in full.

5. Eligibility of Indians to Vote in Dominion Elections: Indians should
have someone in Parliament to represent their interests. Therefore Indians
should have the right to vote in Dominion elections. However to vote intelli-
gently there is great need of better education among the majority of Indians. We
accordingly urge that education be advanced as speedily as possible so that
Ndians may take up their responsibilities as soon as possible.

6. Encroachment on Indian Reserves: Steps should be taken to prevent the
Squatting of Whites on Indian reserves. 2
; Provision should be made that the resources of the reserves be not drained
for future generations by the too free concession of pulp and timber rights to
non-Tndians.

7. Day and Residential Schools: Education is of prime importance in the
de}relopment of Indians as morally responsible citizens. It should therefore be
Talsed to the highest possible standard. To achieve this end we submit the
Ollowing;_

1. Indians schools, both day and residential, should be denomina-
tional. Education is not worthy of the name of education if it does not
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(a) WELFARE

; (1) Mediecal care: On some reserves it is rather difficult to obtain the s
vices of a doctor, sometimes because the doctor is simply tremendously ov
worked, but sometimes also because he simply does not care to come.

8. Other Matters Pertaining to the Social and Economic Status of the -
Indians and their Advancement.

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

extend to the moral training of the person to be educated. Moreover, tr
moral training apart from religious training is impossible. This fact h
at last been recognized in Ontario in the ordination that religion shall be
taught in all schools of the Province, whether public or separate. It i8
furthermore a fundamental tenet in the constitution of our count
that everyone shall be free to practise his own religion. Therefore, sini
there is no such thing as nondenominational religious instruction, oppor===g
tunity should be given to all to attend schools, whether Day or Res1dent1
of their own particular faith.

Moreover, it is not enough that religion be allowed to be taught in t
schools, but the teachers themselves should be of the particular faith
the pupils, since the practice of religion enters into every field of educati
and instruction, consciously or unconsciously.

2. The courses to be followed in all schools should be in every w
equal to the courses taught in non-Indian schools. In Ontario they shou
follow the full Ontario curriculum, so that marks and credits obtain
in our schools should be recognized in any school in the Province. The
is no reason to do otherwise since Indian students have proved time a
again whenever they have been given a fair chance, that they are fully
capable of competing on an even footing with any children anywhere.

3. In order to bring the Indian schools up to the standard of
public and separate schools of the Province, we must have fully qualifi
teachers. In order to ensure qualified teachers our schools must off
salaries and living quarters fit to attract the best. This means that t
grants to residential schools be large enough to allow for higher salari
Because of the special difficulty of teaching Indian children in the low!
grades because of the fundamental difference of language and even
thought formation, our schools should be in a position to choose th
teachers with care, rather than be-forced to accept whatever is left over
from the Ontario schools.

4. There should be provision to compel attendance at day schoo
especially of children between the ages of twelve and sixteen. The fami
allowance is effective for younger children but too often parents wi
withdraw their children from school as soon as they are able to ea
more than the amount of the family allowance.

5. There should be adequate opportunity and encouragement for |
children to go on for higher education. Where possible, the day schools
should be developed to provide for the first two years of hlgh scho
Besides this, certain central residential schools should be equipped
provide opportunities for all who are not near day high schoo
These opportunities should be open to all without discrimination
matter what their location or background.

These high schools should also be equipped for vocational training
equivalent to any schools in the Province.

If a student shows aptitude and inclination for studies beyond t
scope of the Day or Residential schools, he should be given opportuni
to pursue them, not excluding preparation for the most intellectu:
professions.
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=i (2) Dental care: Under the present arrangement there is no adequate
~ provision for dental care. When an Indian has a toothache the doctor pulls out
% the tooth, When the Indian has no more teeth he may go to a dentist for a set.
That could hardly be called care. There should be regular dental clinics on
each reserve.

(3) Old Age Pensions: These should be the same for Indians as for whites.
- The same can also be said for Mothers’ Pension and Relief. An Indian eats just
~ 8 much as a white man and his food costs him just as much if not more since

e generally lives in a more isolated district where store supplies are more
difficult to obtain.

(4) Home for the Aged: There should be established homes for Indian aged
Where they can be given proper regular eare. A person who has a large family
can generally find a place among his or her children. But old people who have
N0 children are passed around from one family to another, well cared for by
Some and abused by others, and made to suffer a continual series of humilia-
tions. If they are finally put in a home they may find themselves among total
Strangers with whom they cannot even converse. On the other hand a small
home could provide them with trained attention and congenial companionship.

: (b) AppornTMENTS TO THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT
These should be open to properly qualified Indian candidates.

(¢) INDIAN DEPARTMENT
- There should be a separate Department of Indian Affairs in Ottawa with
s own Minister in charge. To this Department Indian Agents should be
Irectly responsible.

-

(¢) SeLr GovERNMENT

. Self government in directing the affairs of the village should be more fully
I the hands of the council. Where it is the unanimous opinion of the village
- Or band concerned to spend money out of the band funds for the improvement of
Village life, the Indian Agent should not exercise his veto power.

| 1=
I
|

v (e) CommirreE T0o REVISE THE INDIAN AT
There should be Indian representation to assist in framing and drafting the
~ Actual amendments deemed necessary. - -

x%? (f) Inpustry
‘ One of the main industries of the Indians of this area is trapping. Due to
. the shelving of the provisions of the Robinson Treaty, the Indians are in danger
o being excluded from this industry entirely. It may be said that if the
Indians are given free scope to hunt and trap as they wish, game would soon
e exhausted. Under the present arrangement that may be true because of
e feeling of antagonism and injustice which exists. But if exclusive rights
~ Were given back to the Indians as outlined in Section 1, the preservation of the
Industry would be their own responsibility and could be provided for through
the Indian Department and its officers. Moreover if the Indians see that they
are preserving the fur and game for themselves and their posterity, and not
fo_r the white trappers whom they necessarily regard as poachers, the game laws
Will be observed. :

All of which we respectfully submit.

G e AT IR [T TRy

B
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APPENDIX (FD)

BRIEF OF THE WAHNAPITAE BAND

To the Special Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Commons, appointed
to examine and consider the Indian Act, House of Commons, Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada.

HonouraBLE GENTLEMEN—In two special meetings held on this 19th day of
April, 1947, we the members of the Wahanpitae Band, gathered in council under
the leadership of our chief William Tahagawenene and councillors Andrew

ahagawenene, Alex Joe Recollet and Norman Recollet drew up this brief which
Wwe are happy to submit to you for your consideration.

1. Treaties and Obligations

We wish to be allowed to keep our rights of going anywhere we please even
outside the Reserve to hunt and fish, like the Robinson Treaty promised us,
without being put in jail or fined.

We think that the Indian Department should be made to keep strictly all
the treaties it made with Indians, and shouldn’t send men round every year
breaking them, taking people off the Robinson Treaty list and things like that.

2. Band M embership

At present most of us are living on different Reserves from our own, and now
many would like to move back to our own Reserve at Wahnapitae. We wish
that the Department will help us to move back and get settled there, without
however foreing any one to go back who didn’t like to go. We want the Depart-
ment to help us build houses and start farms again at Wahnapitae.
3. Tazation

We are opposed to the payment of income taxes.

4. Enfranchisement
We want to remain as Indians, keeping all our rights intact. We don’t want

~ %o be forced to become white people, but we feel if any member of our band wants

enfranchise individually, he can do so.
5. Vote
We aren’t anxious at all about voting, as we might lose some of our privileges.

6. Old Age Pensions, etc.

Our old people are too poor altogether and are starving to death through
lack of proper care and nourishment. We don’t get enough fish and meat any
More, and canned food is very expensive, so we need more money for our old
People and those on relief. This is a serious matter.

8. Education

We are a Band that is completely Catholic and our religion means a good
deal to us, We are glad to be Catholics like over half the Indians in Canada are,
and we want to stay that way. '

That’s why we don’t want to have the slightest thing to do with any kind
:{ :ﬁleé\p public school. We insist on denomination schools and Catholic ones

at.
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But we want our school children to get the best kind of an education,
we want the classes to be'run like the Separate Schoeols in Ontario as far as book
and things studied are concerned. 7

We are proud of our nice Residential Schools at Spanish, Ontario, and want =
that the Indian Department be told to make them as good as can be got. Tel
them not to be afraid to spend money. .Our children deserve the very best. We
want” high schools and training schools at Spanish as quick as can be. Our
children shouldn’t stop school at grade four or five, and the Indian Departmen
should be made to get us good teachers. Lots of Indian girls would be r
good, if only they had a chance to learn. And our boys, too, should be given
every chance to go ahead. 4

9. Medicine -

The Doctor Simpson that we have at Wikwemikong is real good, and w
glad to have him, but the Doctor Young at Birch Island is too old to do g
work and we would like a young man soon. The two hospitals at Manitowan
{T.B.) and Little Current do good work, and our people should be sent there
whenever they are sick, and not have to stay in the homes where sometime:
they don’t get good care. ;

We want a dentist and an eye-doctor to look after us, and another doc
for our horses and cows. Too many die with no doetor.

If any of our women going to have babies want to go to the hospxtal ‘
have them, well then let them go. Sometimes they are too sick and die in ot
houses. Too many kids die, too. Should be something done about it. ‘

Thanking you very sincerely for attending to this, we hope you'll prin
in your book like you did those from the other Reserves.

Yours truly,

Wm. Tahagawenene,
Chief Wahnapitae Band

Alex Joe Recollet,
Councillor Wahnapitae Band

Norman Recollet,
Councillor Wahnapitae Band

Andrew Jacko (Tahagawenene),
Councillor Wahnapitae Band.
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APPENDIX (FE)

SHESHEGWANING, Ontario,
May 18, 1947.

The Joint Committee of Indian Affairs, _

: _ HoNourABLE GENTLEMEN,—A¢t this meeting of the Sheshegwaning Band at

. Which a little better than two-thirds of the members are represented we have

the honour to present to the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs the following

{ Comments and suggestions:—

1. As far as we at Sheshegwaning are concerned, we have no complaints
about Treaty Rights. We were promised a Doctor, School and a road

and we have all those and the boundaries of the Reserve have been
kept.

. We do not like Indirect Taxation such as Radio License on the Reserve.

3. As for enfranchisement we wish individuals to be left free to accept full
citizenship when ready to do so.

4. We would like the right to vote in Provincial, as well as Federal Elections.
5. We ask for Old Age Pension, the same as accorded the Whites.

6. We are Anglicans and Catholics at Sheshegwaning, and we wish to keep
our Denominational Schools.

. We would like Residential schools to have a High School Course as well
as their present course.

RS e
(]

b AR Sl Hal M A e
-3

~ 8. We have no complaint against Medical care given us.

(s
L

9. We think we should not have to pay for a license to trap on or off the
Reserve. We object also to pay for a fishing license.

On behalf of the Members of the Sheshegwaning Baﬁd:

Signed:

CHIEF SAM -SIMON,
ALBERT NEGONAWINA,
PATRICK TURKEY,
ADAM EMDANAWAS,
LEVI WABEGIJID,
JOSEPH NIGANIWINA,
JOSEPH CADA,
ALFRED CADA,
THEODORE SIMON,
NOEL DOMENIC.

,-f,‘q.w.ﬁ







16 A

e E———————

G o A
., < 5| et

INDIAN ACT - 1355

APPENDIX (FF)

8 BRIEF OF THE SUCKER CREEK RESERVE, MANITOULIN ISLAND,

ONTARIO
1. Freedom of Indians to be allowed to live and “mix with” the white
People. So that in time there will be no class distinction ete.
2. Old Age Pension wanted for the Indian the same as for white people.

3. They want the Department to improve the Agriculture for the Indian.
That is give him some help in buying farm machinery ete.

. 4. The Indian Department to look after all Indian Property. That is all
licenses for fishing and hunting should be paid into the Indian Department
instead of the Provincial government,.

5. The Indians want the right to vote.

6. Teachers urge that supplies being sent to the school should be at the
School in September. The school supplies are so slow in coming that the work
18 held up a good deal.

. 7. Salaries paid to teachers of Indian schools should be on an equal stand-
mg with that of white schools.

8. Also the salaries for caretaking of the school be definitely increased.

0od work will not be done at such a low salary as fifteen dollars ($15) per
Quarter,

9. Residential schools considered satisfactory.
10. Chief Chas. Abotossaway has been chief here at Sucker Creek for sixty

-~ years and had done a great deal of good work among the Indians. He feels

that now he is too old (age 87) to work that the Indian Department should give
Im a monthly allowance to live on, equal to that of the old age pension received
¥ the white people.

Signed,
CHIEF CHAS. ABOTOSSAWAY.
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i Sucker Creek, Ont., Little Current,
& 1 May 16, 1947.

Dear Canon Harngs,—1. The Indans want the right to vote.

: 2. Chief Chas. Abotossaway has been chief here at Sucker Creek for sixty

- Yyears and had done a great deal of good work among the Indians. He feels that
now he is too old (aged 87) to work that the Indian Department should give
him a monthly allowance to live on, equal to that of the old age pension received
by the white people.

: 3. Teachers urge that supplies being sent to schools should be at the
8chool in September. The school supplies are so slow in coming that the work -
- 18 held up a great deal.

- 4. Salaries paid to teachers of Indian schools should be on an equal stand-
~Ing with that of white school.

5. Also the salaries for caretaking of the school be definitely increased. Good
Wwork will not be done at such a low salary as fifteen dollars ($15.00) per quarter.

6. Residental schools considered satisfactory.

MRS. DOROTHY McLEOD..

Signed: ‘Chief Chas. Abotossaway.

: May 12, 1947.

: Dear Caxox Hamnes,—The people here want a representative from each

Teserve to meet at a council on Manitoulin Island and pick out the one delegate

~ togoto Ottawa. This will have to be held sometime this week. You and Father
Wwyer would have to be present at it.

The people here have chosen the Chief to represent them at the general
Meeting on Manitoulin. This meeting would have to be held at some central
Place for all reserves. :

Here are the things they want mentioned from this reserve:

1. Freedom of Indians to be allowed to live and “mix with” the white
People, so that in time there will be no class distinction, etc.

2. Old age pension wanted for the Indian, the same as for white people.

T 3. They want the Department to improve the agriculture for the Indian.
; hat is give him some help in buying farm machinery, ete.
. 4. The Indian Department to look after all Indian property. That is all
Jcences for fishing and hunting should be paid into the Indian Department
- ostead of the Provincial Government.

DOROTHY McLEOD.
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APPENDIX FH

West Bay, Excelsior P.O., Ont.
May 11, 1047.
The Joint Committee on Indian Affairs:

HonouraBLe GENTLEMEN:—The West Bay Band of the Manitowaning
Agency, at a well-attended meeting, having freely discussed for three and a half
hours, points suggested by the Honourable J. A. Glen, and other matters concern-
Ing this reserve in particular have the honour to present their opinions and
Suggestions to the Joint Committe on Indian Affairs.

(1) We wish to keep the membership of the band as it stands at present.

" (2) As to the right to vote, some desire it and others are afraid to request
1t lest they lose some treaty rights.

(3) Some favour enfranchisement some will not ask for it until they have
& better understanding of the responsibilities entailed.

(4) All present at the meeting urge their request for old age pensions such
as whites enjoy.

(5) We wish to keep the Ontario Catholic School system, but request that
Separate school inspectors see to it that teachers follow the schedule carefully

80 as to teach the full course.

~ (6) While we favour fully qualified teachers we would like teachers of
Primary grades to speak Indian even though they hold a lower certificate. We
think that such a teacher succeeds better with children who know no English
When they begin school.

~ (7) We would like to have authority to change a doctor if he does not do
his duty. ‘

(8) A private phone line to the doctor’s office would be desirable as at
Present long delays occur in getting through, even in emergencies.

(9) We would welcome some small industries such as boat-building,
Machine-shop, garage, ete.

. (10) In a short time there will not be enough arable land to support our
mereasing population. We ask aid in buying land off the reserve from farmers

‘Who wish to sell. An extension of the reserve boundaries would not serve the

Purpose as it would include too much rock and useless territory.

(11) We would rather the Indian Agent had less power to interfere, and
Would like to be able to act for ourselves in some matters where the agent’s
Iterference is more a hindrance than a help. :

Chief Dominic Migwans
Councillors: Ambrose Pleasant
Ivan Paul

900347
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STATEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF REPRESENTATIONS IN
WIKWEMIKONG BRIEFS .
General Brief
Section 1. Treaties
In the early days all the islands around the Wikwemikong Reserve (Lonely
sland, Fitzwilliam Island and so on) belonged to the reserve. They had been
glven by treaty to the Indians before there ever was a province of Ontario, and

Were in actual fact lived upon and used by the Indians. Then they were taken
away from the Indians and given to the province. Your Indian department

| - officials can supply the dates and so on.

Priests’ Diary—Jesuit Journal

In 1836 begins the day by day record by the priests of all the events of each
ay. From reading it we get an inside story of the Head treaty, MeDougall
trea,ty, Robinson treaty itself.

From various entries we see a constant fight on the part of the Indians to

_Protect their fishing rights and so on, and a gradually losing of those rights.

Commercial pond nets set up by Killarney fishermen in Wikwemikong Bay
and James Bay (Wikwemikonsing).

~ Pishing Rights, July 20, 1859

. A Mr. Gibbard, Commissioner of Fisheries requests Father Hanipaux to
mfo_l‘m the Indians that henceforth they will have to secure by auction whatever
shing grounds they would wish to keep. The chiefs protest against this infringe-

‘ment on their rights, but superintendent will not listen to them.

Arrest of John Cooper for picking up dead deer.
Women losing Robinson treaty money. -
Catherine Flamand wife of Matthew Pitawanakwat, Sarah Shawana, wife

0f Jacob Bwandy, and many others.

Batchewana Band

~ Treaty in treaty book shows that they surrendered their lands in a two-fold
Proposition: (1) a lump sum of money; and also (2) land elsewhere.
(Find treaty in book about 1849).
The money was given.
The land was never given—Davis, senior lawyer of department, frankly
admitted this to Father O’Flaherty in a conversation in 194?, at Ottawa.
The Batchewana Band went to Garden River Band as squatters sort of.
In late 1930’s the Garden River Indians wanted to get rid of them as they
grown too numerous. The Batchewana Band needed a new reserve. The
anlein location between Garden River and the Soo was available, price about
17,500 (check on this). The department wouldn’t or couldn’t get this money
(rom the government, bluntly said “there’s a war on and we need it elsewhere”
avis), although they should have done so to fulfill part two of the treaty.
(T The Batchewana Band had to buy the new reserve out of their band funds.
his should all be easy to check on).
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Section Six—Relief
Relief about $4.60 a head. (Jacob Bwandy councillor. Homes most mis
able, no money for clothés, ete., secondhand handouts. s
dCummings prices for birch bark, ete—Cronin’s, Cummings’ payment of =
guides. : :

Veterans’ Brief

Section Eight—Education

About the Kaboni day school.

It was Father O’Flaherty in charge of Kaboni that spoke to Mr. Douce
in the presence of the Indian agent at the time that Mr. Doucette visited
reserve to talk to the veterans, spring of 1946. ’

Actually teaching now: my sister in West bay, my wife in Baswa, Mrs.
.Adam Corbiere in Wikwemikong, Mrs. Joe Trudeau in Wik, Mrs. John Wakegiji
in Rabbit Island, Mrs. Henry Fox (Rose King) in Birch Island, Mrs. Napon
(Mary Kinoshemeg) Mississauga, Mary Wabigijik ? Whitefish Lake, Christin
Wakegijik up the T.N.O.
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GRAND GENERAL INDIAN COUNCIL

Walpole Island, Ont.
May 3, 1947.

: Mr. Norman E. LicKERrs
Liasion Officer,

~ Joint Committee of the i R adl ()
i Senate and House of Commons o atdd 1o giasom odi TWAUPE L
B Ottawa, Ontario. Jotttanobisag to 25 hasyer sakerist e
(1% MR ool o epdd OO0 29
g DEear Sir,—A Grand General Indian ©ouneik of Onta: eeting was-held
: on Walpole Island Reserve on April 30, May 1, and 2, 19 e purpose of

- Urawing up briefs as desired by the Joint fttee Senate and House
- of Commons, which are as follows:

ﬁ . No. 1. Treaty Rights and Obligations.

f They be maintained; the Indian Reservation lands be exempt from the
Crown as stipulated in the original treaties and also the Gunshot Treaty, No. 96
Anno 1792 in regard to water shore rights which are to hold good as long as the
grass grows and as long as the water flows.

No. 2. Band Membership:
. Any illegitimate child with Indian blood be admitted into the band which
* his or her father and mother is a member.
‘ (@) Any Indian woman shall have the same status as provided for a male
Member of any reserve with the exception her land will be retained as band land
after she is through with it or dies.

No. 3. Liability of Indians to pay taxes:
Indians be exempt from paying taxes and income taxes when working out-
~Side of an Indian reservation.
(a) Whites having summer cottages on Indian reservations, paying taxes
90 said cottages be paid to an Indian Agent for public purposes on the reserva-
10n rather than, as at the present, to the adjacent Townships.

No. 4, Enfranchisement of Indians, both voluntary and involuntary:

: We do not want enfranchisement, but this matter be left to each Indian to
Use his discretion.

No. 5. Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion Elections:

- We do not care for the right to vote, but if the Government wishes to grant

- Us thig privilege it should not become a reason to encroach upon our treaty

Tights,

~ No.g, Encroachment of White Persons on Indian Reserves:

’ : We believe that Indian Reserves are strictly the property of Indian Bands,
O?d thgt no white person should be tolerated on any of them; The Department
O Indian Affairs should also expel immediately all white persons who have
Omes on Indian Reserves and who are conduecting business thereon
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No. 7. Operation of Day and Residential Schools:

That the curriculum_on Indian Schools be the same as that of the Pub
Schools, and that teachers on Indian Schools be paid a salary on a par with
salaries of teachers who are teaching in Public Schools anywhere.

No. 8. Any other matter pertaining to the social and economic status
Indians and their advancement which in the opinion of such committee should
be incorporated in the revised Act.

(a) ‘Indian women be given the right to vote at Indian elections and an
public matters of their reserves.

(b) Hospitals be erected within convenient reach of Indians in the isola ed
reserves.

ko) Ag

ed Indlans be given pensions.

v’ be put out of use from the English languag
ord is of a private nature and applies

Heas of skl alib
( e) Sectmnw il )

considerable dxscussxon but no conc n was arrived at. It was finally dec

to leave this matter to the assistant secretary, James Fox to use his discreti

as to the way it should be brought to the attention of the Joint Committee of t.

Senate and House of Commons which is as follows:

The above said section 91, subsection 24 of the B.N.A.A. shouId
abolished as I believe this is the root of the Indians’ downfall.

(Sgd.) JAMES FOX

A motion was carried that President H. B. Williams, Walpole Island,
Ontario, and Chief Joseph Wahbegeshik, Wikwemikong, Ontario were appoin
to present the above briefs to the Joint Committee of the Senate and Hous
Commons at Ottawa, Ontario.

(f) Indian Act 126. ... Intoxicants:
Motion was passed that liquor restrictions in the Indian Act be revised.
(g) That we request the Parliamentary Committee recognize the Gra

General Indian Council of Ontario as a body of Indians from Ontario deali
with the Indian Act questions and other matters pertaining to Reserves.

(h) In regards other briefs drawn by individual bands and were repor
by delegates by their respective bands were not discussed, but affirmed by
Grand General Indian Council for their respective briefs to be presented to t
Joint Committee, Ottawa.

We therefore beg and submit to your honourable Sirs, our general outli
and in sort, briefs as stated. i
- (Sgd.)

H. B. WILLIAMS
President

WALLACE LONEY
Secretary

Walpole Island, Ontario.
RiR. No: 8.

/
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SESSION 1947

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE
AND THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

APPOINTED TO CONTINUE AND COMPLETE THE EXAMINATION
AND CONSIDERATION OF THE

INDIAN ACT

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND EVIDENCE
No. 26

FRIDAY, MAY 23, 1947

WITNESSES:

Mr. Reginald Hill, representing Six Nations’ Council, Brantford, Ont.;
Mr. Joseph C. Hill, representing Six Nations’ Council, Brantford, Ont.;
Chiecf) Sam Lickers, representing Hereditary Chiefs, Six Nations, Brantford,
LS '
Mr. William Smith, Six Nations “Iroquois” Confederacy, Brantford, Ont.;
Mr. Asa Hill, Indian Defence League of America, Niagara Falls, N.Y.;
Chief Tom Roy, for Northwest Angle Treaty Indians, Ontario.
Chief William Meawasige, representing Indians of Manitoulin Island;
r. Lawrence Peltier, Wikwemikong Reserve, Manitoulin Island;
r. Henry Jackson, Midland, Ontario, representing Robinson Treaty and
James Bay Indians, and spokesman for Temagimi Reserve;
Mr. Telford Adams, Sarnia, Ont., representing Indians of Southwestern
Ontario;
Chief William Pine (Shingwauk), Garden River Reserve, Ont.;
r. Mark Pine, (Shingwauk), Garden River Reserve, Ont.;
I. Frederick Pine (Shingwauk), Garden River Reserve, Ont.

OTTAWA
EDMOND CLOUTIER, C.M.G., B.A., L.Ph.,
PRINTER TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
CONTROLLER OF STATIONERY
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

House or CoMMONS,
Friday 23rd May, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
appointed to continue and complete the examination and consideration of the
Indian Act (Chapter 98, R.S.C., 1927), and all such other matters as have been
reffbr.red to the said Committee, met this day at 11 o’clock a.m.

Presiding: Mr. D. F. Brown, M.P., Joint Chairman.

Present :

The Senate: The Honourable Senator Blais. 1.

il The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Bryce, Blackmore, Case, Castleden,
! Cha.rl’opn, Farquhar, Little, Matthews (Brandon) (Viece Chairman) Macl.ean,
MacNicol, Reid, Richard (Gloucester)—13.

In attendance: (From Indian Affairs Branch): Messrs. R. A. Hoey, Director;
'R L. MacInnew, Secretary; B. F. Neary, MBE., Superintendent, Welfare
and Training; H. M. Jones, Supervisor, Family Allowances; W. S. Arniel,
Inspector for Ontario; Lt.-Col. E. P. Randle, Superintendant, Six Nations;
G. Patrick, V.I.A.; also, The Rev. Canon H. A. Alderwood, D.D., Supt., Indian
chool Administration, Missionary Society, Church of England in Canada; Rev.
ather J. A. Brachet, O.M.I, Principal, Indian Residential School, Fort
AleXander, Manitoba; Rev. Fr. G. Laviolette, O.M.I., Editor, Missionary Record,
ebret, Sas.; J. C. Forward, MSCC; also, Mr. Norman E. Lickers, Barrister,
: Ounsel for the Committee and Liaison Officer; also, the witnesses to be
- Juestioned this day (See Minutes of Evidence) and the following other Indians:
- alter Sands, Walpole Island; J. B. Tootoosis, President, Union of Saskat-
“ewan Indians; John Twain, Temagami, Ont.; William E. Pine (Shingwauk),
Earden River; Daniel Pine; Mark Pine, Fred. Pine, all from Garden River;
Lé D Tabobondung, Parry Sound; Chief C. L. Big Canoe, Georgina Island;
Wis Jackson, Christian Island; D. MacKenzie, Temagami; Alex. Paull,
Mema.g&mi; Phillip McDougall, Temagami; J. A. Burnham, Six Nations; Gordon
Naljtm, Six Nations; Chief J. A. Martin, Six Nations; David Thomas, Six
ations; John Henhawk, Six Nations;

The Chairman read into the record a letter authorizing Mr. Lawrence

gi:éer to appear before the Committee as a representative of the Wikwemikong
Tve.

, Questioning resumed of witnesses representing Indians of Ontario.
3 % Messrs. Reginald Hill and Joseph C. Hill, from Six Nations; Chief Sam
N‘leers, representing Hereditary Chiefs, Six Nations; Mr. William Smith, of Six
atlops ‘Iroquois’ Confederacy; Mr. Asa Hill, from Indian Defence League of
‘Mericy,

rr, o dThe Committee adjourned at 1 o’clock p.m., to meet again at 4 o’clock p.m.
P O-day,

[ 90036—-13
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AFTERNOON SESSION

The Committee resumed at 4 o’clock p.m.
Presiding: Mr. D. F. B.rown, M.P. Joint. Chairman.

Present:
The House of Commons: Messrs. Brown, Brunelle, Bryce, Blackmo!
Case, Castleden, Farquhar, Little, Matthews (Brandon) (Vice Chairman)—

In attendance: as at morning session.

Questioning resumed of witnesses.
Messrs. Tom Roy, for Northwest Angle Treaty Indians;
Chief William Meawasige, representing Manitoulin Island;

Lawrence Peltier, Wikwemikong Reserve, Manitoulin Island;

Henry Jackson, representing Robinson Treaty and James Bay Indians &
also as spokesman for Temagami Indians;

Mr. Telford Adams, Sarnia, Ontario, representing Indians of Southwestern
Ontario;

Chief William Pine (Shingwauk); Garden River Reserve, .
Mr. Mark Pine, Daniel Pine and Fred. Pine, all from Garden River Reseﬂ*

The Chairman thanked the delegates for the valuable assistance they h g
rendered to the Committee and advised them that if there were any oth
matters which they would like to put before the Committee and which they h
overlooked, or had not the time to present, that they should send written bri
covering such matters to the Clerk of the Committee “within the next few d

All witnesses were excused from further attendance and withdrew.

The Committee adjourned at 6.05 pm to meet again on Tuesday ne
27th May, at 11 o’clock a.m.

T. L. McEVOY,
Clerk of the Joint Committee



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

House or CoMMONS,
May 23, 1947.

The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons
appointed to examine and consider the Indian Act, met this day at 11.00 a.m.
r. D. F. Brown, (Joint Chairman) presided.
The Cramrman: Before we proceed with the minutes of the meeting, I want
to present first a brief from the Wikemikongs of Ontario.
If you would permit this to be filed it can be added to the minutes of the
Proceedings of this committee.
Agreed.

WIKWEMIKONG, ONTARIO
May 20, 1947.

Mr. R. A. HoEy,
Director Indian Affairs Branch,
Ottawa.

Dear Sir: Mr. Lawrence Peltier of this Reserve was duly elected
at an assembly of Manitoulin Island chiefs and other delegates held last
night to represent us at Ottawa together with Chief Meawasige at the
hearings of the Special Joint Commission.

We wish Mr. Peltier while he is in Ottawa to do all that he is able
to further the best interests of this Reserve, and we would be most appre-
ciative of any assistance that you yourself and the Department could give
gim in the way of furnishing any information, records ete. that he might

esire.

A brief was forwarded to Ottawa by our Agent Mr. Johnson that had
been made up last year. We have lost track of its whereabouts and don’t
know if it has yet been brought to the attention of the Special Joint Com-
mittee. If you are aware of its present whereabouts, we would be grateful
if you could arrange that Mr. Peltier be given an opportunity to read the
said brief, in order that he might be in a position to bring before the
Committee any thing from it that he might want to discuss with them.
¢ We thank you very much for your courtesy in this matter, and in
the absence of our Chief and several councillors out loading pulpwood,
we sign ourselves :
Yours truly,

JACOB BWANDY, Councillor.
MATTHEW PITAWANAKWAT, Secretary.

Now yesterday we were questioning representatives of the Six Nations
and the first two witnesses were Mr. Reginald Hill and Mr. Joseph Hill. Now
» 16 is your pleasure we will continue with the examination. Mr. Lickers was
Xamining the witness.

I might draw to the attention of the committee, before we proceed further,
t this room must be vacated early to-day. Yesterday I told you that it
uld have to be vacated by 1.00 o’clock but the meeting can go through until

o’clock. We have an extension until 5.00 o’clock this afternoon but it
Must be vacated at that time.

1365
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Mr. Rem: May I ask why it must be vacated, for what reason?

The CramMaN: Recause there is a larger meeting to take place here.

Mr. Bryce: What kind of a meeting?

The CrammaN: I believe it is a caucus.

Mr. Bryce: Are you positive that it is a caucus or is it a social gathermg?
The CrarMmAN: It is not a social gathering. ;
Mr. Farquaar: If we have until 5.00 o’clock that gives us a good extension.
Mr. Bryce: Well let us get on with it then.

The Cuamman: Well is it agreeable to the committee?
Agreed.

Now, Mr. Lickers will you go ahead?

Mr. Lickers: I have just one further question on education and I belleve
Mr. Hilton Hill, that you obtained a copy of the report of the local council of
women at Brantford in connection with the Mohawk residential school.

Mr. Hiuron Hinn: Yes, I have it in my hand.

Mr. Lickers: Rather than read it, would you mind just filing it as an
appendix to the report. (Appendix FK)

The CraarMAN: Thank you very much Mr. Hill.

Mr. Lickers: Who was that copy prepared by, do you know?

Mr. Hiwron Hinn: Miss Willoughby, the secretary of the local council Of
women.

Mr. Lickers: And you obtained that from her?

Mr. Hiwron Hivn: That is right.

Mr. Lickers: Now, Mr. Reginald Hill, in connection with the powers of the
council, what actual authority have they on the Six Nations reserve? i

The CuARMAN: May I ask if it agreeable to the committee that the report
of the local council of women of the city of Brantford be appended to the
minutes of this meeting? -

Agreed.

Mr. RecivaLp Hinn: What was that question again, Mr. Lickers?

Mr. Lickers: I would just like to know what the authority of the SiX
Nations council is on the reserve? '

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: Their authority is comparable to that of a mumclpﬂ-1
council off the reserve, with the exception however, that their decisions 81¢ B |
subject to approval of the Indian Affairs Branch. g

Mr. Lickers: All of their decisions? :

Mr. ReciNnaLp Hinn: Yes, I think I can safely say all of their decisions.

Mr. Lickers: Then if they hold a meeting we will say, and pass a resoluti
to-day in connection with local affairs, would that resolution have to be seﬂ
down to the department here before any action could be taken?

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: That is correct.

Mr. Lickers: And how prompt is that approval?

Mr. Recivawp Hin: We generally get approval before the following coun¢
meeting. | ’
Mr. Lickers: And how long is that?

Mr. Reeinap Hinn: That is not always correct, there are hold-ups, becauﬁ&-
the council meets monthly.

Mr. Lickers: Is that a satisfactory way, as far as you are concerned, "L
governing the Six Nations? I am speaking of local affairs.
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Mr. Recinarp Hizn: In our brief in various places, on page 6 for example,
subsection 2; we say: ‘“The decision of the band or council of the band shall be
final and coneclusive, subject to an appeal to the superintendent general”. That
would undoubtedly eliminate this delay and vest real power in the councils
located on our reserves.

Mr. Lickers: Does the council carry on any schemes for improvement on
the reserve?

Mr. ReacinaLp Hion: The upkeep of roads, for one thing, is directly under
their control. They have a roads committee. The local agriculture society
conducts farming improvement schemes and also conducts a swine club. They
receive grants from the council to assist in the carrying out of the project.

Mr. Lickers: Is there any project on the Six Nations reserve to help the
young people after they have left school? I am talking of those between sixteen
and twenty-two or twenty-five?

_ Mr. ReciNaLp Hin: There is a young people’s organization which meets
twice a week and my colleague here, Mr. Joseph Hill is in charge of that and I
Wwould much prefer that he give you the details.

Mr. Lickers: Would you care to do that Mr. Joseph Hill?

Mr. Josepr HiLn: The young people meet twice weekly. Do you want me
to give a report of their activities?

Mr. Lickers: Just briefly please.

~ Mr. Josepr HiLn: We carry on with such activities as tumbling, pyramid
building, group games, stunt games, basketball, volleyball or hockey, and we
are publishing & newspaper known as the Pine Tree Chief. There are other
minor things that we are carrying on but those are the major activities.

Mr.!Lickers: How are they financed?

Mr. Josepr HiLn: The council supply the hall, the heating, and the lighting.

Mr. Lickers: And what about the purchase of equipment?

Mr. Josepu Hin: To begin with, the young people themselves undertook
to purchase the equipment that we have. We did receive some aid two years
ago and we were able to get parallel bars and a horse.

Mr. Lickers: But at the present time the young people are financing that
themselves, are they, with the exception of the rental of the hall?

Mr. Josepu Hiin: Yes.

Mr. Lickers: Now then, I notice also in your brief that you mentioned that
You would like to have authority to spend up to $1,000; absolute authority in
the council to spend up to $1,000 at any one time. Now does that include not only

e interest on your trust funds but also the principal itself.

. Mr. ReciNaLp Hiun: The interest from our trust funds was what they had
In mind. They had no intention of touching the actual principal.

Mr. Lickers: Then would it be safe to say this? Do you want full control

of the interest on your trust funds?

Mr. RecinaLp Hizn: We do not want to withdraw it from its present
deposit but we do want to have the final say and complete say as to how it
shall be spent. . '

Mr. Lickers: That is on the interest, but what about the capital?

MI.‘. Recinap Hrn: I think we mention in our brief on page 2, subsection 3,
Something which would answer that. “While we approve of our funds being
held in trust by the government”—I think that answers your question.

Mr. Lickers: You do not want to have control of the capital?
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Mr. Recivanp Hiwn: Only to the extent that no moneys will be expended
without our knowledge and consent as mentioned further along.

Mr. Lickers: Do you not think it would be a simpler procedure if, each
year, the interest on your trust funds were transferred to the bank account at
Brantford to the eredit of the band so that the band by its representatives could
draw cheques on that for the running of your local affairs?

Mr. Recivawp Hinn: That was discussed at some considerable length and
it was felt by leaving it with the government here in Ottawa we would realize
more interest on it than could be gained were it withdrawn and placed in a
chequing account in Brantford.

Mr. Lickers: So you would rather leave it here in Ottawa?

Mr. ReciyaLp Hin: That was the final decision and it was for that reason.

Mr. Lickers: I think that is all I have to ask, Mr. Chairman.

The CuairmaN: Now that Mr. Lickers has finished his examination whab

_is your pleasure with respect to examination by the committee? Shall I limit it
to a definite time?

Mr. Brackmore: Mr. Chairman, I would be very well pleased, personally,
to see Mr. Lickers carry on with the other gentlemen and then after that we
could divide up the time.

The CramrMaN: What is the pleasure of the committee?

Mr. Rem: I think there should be continuity of examination.

The CuArMAN: Is it the pleasure of the committee to permit examination
by members at this stage?

Mr. Bryce: The questions will be much similar whether one man asks them
or another. If one of us asks them there is no need to have them asked over
again. 4

Mr. Rem: You would have continuity with respect to the witnesses who
are now here.

The Cuarman: All I want to do is to find out the pleasure of the committee.
Is it your pleasure now for members of the committee to submit questions to the
witness? :

Carried.

Q. Is it your wish to limit the examination by any one member of the com-
mittee to ten minutes? :

Carried.

Mr. Crarvron: Mr. Chairman, I have just a few questions I would like

to ask. Mr. Hill, you intimated in your statement yesterday that teaching on
the reserve did not follow the same curriculum as that taught in the county
schools. That may have been a misunderstanding on my part and I just wanted
to ask you if that was true? :

Mr. Joserr Hmwu: I believe you must have m1=understood because we do
follow the provineial curriculum.

Mr. CuarLTON: And the Brant county inspector inspects your schools?
Mr. Josepr Hivn: That is correct.

Mr. CraaruTON: And you are acting in an advisory capacity to him?

Mr. Joserr Hinn: Yes. »
Mr. CuaruToN: I believe that you applied for an appointment to the

Mohawk Institute at one time?
Mr. Josepr Hiun: That is right.

Mr. CaarLTON: For the position of principal, or Indlan agent, or something
like that?
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Mr. Joseprn Hiun: That is right.

Mr. CuarutoN: And did your application have the support of the agent?
Mr. Josepr Hiun: That is right.

Mr. Cuaruron: What about the council?

Mr. Josepn Hinn: They also supported my application.

Mr. Cuaruron: For what reason did you not get the job, do you know?
Mr. Josepr HiLn: I cannot answer that.

Mr. Caaruron: Is there any other member of the delegation who would
be able to give an answer to that question? There is no obvious reason, it was
Just that you did not get the position?

Mr. Josepr Hinn: The only reason that I can give would be that the
¢hurch concerned wanted to retain their right to the appointment of officials.

~Mr. Cuaruron: Well, I understand that the department is paying the
entire cost of the operation of that school now.

Mr. Josepu Hiun: To the best of my knowledge.

Mr. Cuaruron: And the church has not contributed anything to that
School for some time and does not contribute at the present time?

Mr. Josepr Hiun: I do not know.
Mr. CuarutoN: Probably Mr. Hoey could answer that question.

Mr. Hoey: I do not know of any contribution on the part of the church
3t the present time or at any time since I came to the department.

it 'f‘l;e CramrMAN: That institute is maintained by the Anglican church, is
not?

Mr. Cuaguron: Tt was previously, Mr. Chairman; but apparently in the

last fey years it has been taken over by the department entirely.

Mr. Homy: Mr. Chairman, it is a quite involved story. It is one of the
Oldest, residential schools in North America and the property of the New
Ngland company. ‘

The CrarmaN: Your ten minutes is fleeting, Mr. Charlton.
Mr. Hoey: Briefly, the Anglican archbishop of the diocese insisted on .

- Abpointing the prineipal. That is really the crux of the whole matter; and the

®partment took the stand that a trained educationist, a layman, might well be
DUt in charge; and the archbishop was extended the right to appoint a chaplain
ru he was not satisfied with that and negotiations went on for years with the
OSult, that, the principal is an Anglican clergyman. The buildings are owned
Y the New England company while the farm land is owned by the Six Nations.
th € school is financed by the department and the principal is appointed on
2 ¢ recommendation of the archbishop. That is one of the most confused
Ministrative set-ups I have ever run into in a long experience.

e Mr‘_ CuaruroN: Referring to page 5 of your brief, “reinstatement of
riranchised minors”; T understand there have been cases where minors have
®en enfranchised by their parents.

Mr. Recinawp Hizn: That is right.
Mr. Craruron: Do you know of many cases of that kind?
Mr. Recrnanp HinL: We have discussed these two cases on the Six Nations.

Mr. Cuaruron: And these minors now having become of age it is your

re that they be restored to active membership in the band? I understand
€Y have made applications to that end.

tath Mr. Recinatp Hivn: In one case they actually placed the money on the
le, their share of the band funds.

Mr. Craruron: And they were refused?

desj
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Mr. ReciNarp Hinn: Because there was no provision in the Act; they could
not. be accepted and reinstated. It was for that reason that we made t:he
recommendation which we did there in section 10 because we felt an injustice
had been done and that the best way to rectify it would be to give them the
privilege of regaining their membership if the council saw fit.

Mr. CuARLTON: Mr. Maracle, last night I understood you to say that the
Indian council had not been to the Mohawk Institute for some years, I believe.

Mr. Maracre: 1 didn’t say that. I think I said “two years”; I said they
had not visited it last year.

Mr. Caaruron: Why did they not vsiit it last year, could you tell me that?

Mr. MaracLe: Well, it was laxity on the part of the council.

Mr. CaarutoN: Laxity on the part of the council; they could have visited
it had they wanted to?

Mr. MaracLe: Yes.

Mr. Cuaruton: Now, on page 3 of the brief, section 3, you have &
reference to agriculture. You now have an agricultural supervisor on the.
reserve, have you not?

Mr. Josepr HiLL: An inspector, yes.

Mr. Craruron: Is he an Indian or a white man?

Mr, ReciNnaLp Hir: He is a white man.

Mr. Cuaruron: Has there ever been an Indian apply for that position?

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: There has been.

Mr. Cuaruron: Have you any reason for his not getting the position?

Mr. ReciNatp HiLn: We know of np reason for him not to. I may sa¥
that he is a graduate of O.A.C. and the present holder of the position is not &
graduate. |

Mr. CuArRLTON: Are his services satisfactory as far as the Indian reserve
is concerned? ‘ y-

Mr. ReciNnaLp Hinn: Not being a farmer perhaps I should not answer that.
Probably someone else could. Mr. Maracle informs me that his services have
_not been entirely satisfactory. :

Mr. CaArLTON: You have stated in your brief that you wanted an agriclll’ M
tural agent there provided with sufficient funds to increase considerably U
development of progress of agriculture on the reserve and to cooperate Wi
the provineial department of agriculture; do you mean to say that he should wors |
directly under the provincial department of agriculture, or under the Indial !
agent? ‘ |

Mr. RecivaLp Hin: In the discussion, when this matter was brought up:
we had in mind making a recommendation. Up to the present time the Ox}tarlla
department of agriculture has been most generous with us and made availablé
all the various courses in this particular program. , For instance, at the prese?
time we are receiving a grant from the Ontario department of agriculture fmf'
we felt that we were dependent entirely on the goodwill of the provinee OF
Ontario, that there should be provision made for aid coming from the feder#
department as well and then we would be more in a position to ask for this
rather than to beg for it. ; i

Mr. Cuaruton: In other words, in a cooperative capacity rather thaf:
having the Ontario department actually in charge. o

Mr. Recinap Hii: That could be settled after the set-up is arranged*‘
That would be fine. i

Mr. Cuaruron: Do you not think it would be a satisfactory _arrangemeﬂéi
to have the agricultural agent on the reserve more or less an assistant to th¢.
agent, or an assistant agent? :
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Mr.: RecivaLp Hiin: Do you mean, to the agricultural representative?

Mr. Cuaruron: No, to the Indian agent, assistant to the Indian agent.

Mr. Recinawp Hinn: To a great extent I believe that that is the case now.

Mr. CuaruToN: And more or less be raised to the position of Indian agent
on the reserve as Indian agents are retired or superannuated.

Mr. ReciNnarp Hiin: That might be fine, particularly after he had gained
considerable experience.
it N(I?r. CHARLTON: But it would be a good training for an Indian agent, would
1t not?

Mr. Recinatp HiLi: I do not know any reason why it should no: be
excellent.

_The Cuamman: Sorry, Mr. Charlton, your ten minutes have long since
expired. :

Mr. Rem: So much attention has already been given to the subjects of
education and schools that I am going to pass that over for the moment and
proceed to other topics. My first question is this; from the answers given yes-
terday there was one, I think, in which it was said that there are 1,195 abori-

gmals on your reserve. My question—what about the Indian religion, is it
still practised? 2

Mr. Recivawp Hiun: Very definitely, yes.

Mr. Rem: Have any questions been asked regarding farming?

The CuAIRMAN: A number of questions have been asked on that.

Mr. Rem: All right, then; how about dependents’ allowances, are they of
beneﬁt, has it resulted in the better attendance of the children?

Mr. Josepm Hrwn: It has increased our attendance ten per cent.

s The Cumamman: What is the question?
. Mr. Rem: Have dependents’ allowances been of benefit and has it resulted
In better attendance? -

Mr, Case: Dependents’ allowance; what do you mean by that?

i Mr. Rem: I am sorry, I meant family allowances; take out the word
dependents’ ” and put in the word “family”, please.

What type of farming is done?

Mr. Recinarp Hinn: Mr. Joseph Hill could answer that better than I could.

Mr. Josepr HinL: At the past census there were practically 1,000 acres of
wheat ; 5,000 acres of oats; 500 acres of barley; 3,100 acres of hay and 450 acres
of garden.

. Mr. Rem: Then, turn to social services; would you suggest that health and
Social service, including the administration of old age pensions, be under one
dep%rtment of government instead of, as at the present time, having health
adm}n}stered by one department and the other affairs connected with Indian
administration administered by the Indian Affairs Branch? I am asking you,
Would you suggest one department all under one head?

Mr. RecivaLp Hrun: It would have advantages.

Mr. Rem: You do not find any difficulties yet, or any interference or any
conflict between the various officials of the one department and the other; at
grsse‘nt health is being looked after by one department and Indian Affairs looks
d er the rest of it. We have had some complaints of conflict and interference

Ue to lack of cooperation between officials of one department and the other.

Mr. Josgpr Hirv: There has been none, to my knowledge.

q Mr. Rem: Then turn to page 3 of your brief, subsection (¢) on education;
sohyou mean there that the present pupil grant should be continued to assist high
¢hool pupils at any of the day schools? y
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Mr. Josgpr Hiun: That is correct.

Mr. Rem: What do you mean by subsection (d); that required standings
be reduced? What does that mean?

Mr. Josepr Hin: Mr. Chairman, that question was asked last night.

The Cuamrman: I did not get the question.

Mr. Rem: I asked a question regarding subsection (d); that required
standings be reduced, and then, (b) (g) an adequate supply of books be
provided.

Mr. JosepH Hinn: Yes.

Mr. Rem: Then, on page 6; just what have you in mind in your recom-
mendation in section 14:

Section 14 should be amended by adding thereto “and any property
held by such Indian woman shall be sold by her within one year from her
marriage and if not sold, to be purchased by the band or council of the

band to which she belongs at a price to be determined in such manner as

the band or council of the band may direct, based on reasonable
prevailing values.”

Mr. Recizatp Hiwn: The difficulty is this. There are one or two cases I
have in mind where an Indian woman was married to a person outside of the
Six Nations and still holds land and is making improvements on it although
she actually has no legal right to remain on the property. Her only right is
the right to the annuities or interest paid each year; and this suggested amend-
ment would provide for her removal. Otherwise, you would get considerable
encroachment by people who are no longer Six Nations remaining on the reserve.

Mr. CastLEDEN: Do I understand from your brief that a good deal of the
educational work on the reserve is carried on by Indian teachers? ,

Mr. Josepa Hiun: That is correct. : :

Mr. CastLEDEN: How many Indian teachers have you?

The Crammax: That has really been answered, Mr. Castleden; if you
don’t mind.
Mr. CastrepeN: Have you got a breakdown of the teachers in the various
grades?
- The CuamrMman: That has been answered.
Mr. CastLEDEN: Have you technical schools on the reserve?
" The Cuamrman: That has been answered. 3
Mr. CastiepeN: I think that is all I wanted, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. Bryce: Have you any livestock on the reserve; you told us in your
brief about the crops, could you tell us about the livestock, about how many

head of cattle you would have; do you do principally cattle-raising, or is it
mixed farming? ‘

Mr. Recivanp Hiwu: I would say it is mixed farming. The figures fluctuate
so rapidly that it would be difficult for me to give you anything reliable on
that. '

Mr. Bryce: I just want an average figure, you know.

Mr. RecivaLp Hiun: Of course, we have horses, cattle, swine and poultry. ’

Mr. Bryce: Do you produce much cream, or is it all beef cattle?

Mr. RecixaLp Hmn: We are largely dairy, and sell our cream almosb
entirely.

Mr. Bryce: Have they said anything about trapping or fishing rights about
which we have heard so much from other reserves?

The Caamman: I don’t know.
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Mr. Bryce: Have you any problems regarding trapping and fishing; do you
run up against licences by the provineial government?

Mr. ReciNnaLp Hivn: Fortunately we are not in a position where we are
dependent on such for our maintenance.

Mr. Bryce: You do not have any grievance that way?

. Mr. Recinawp Hiin: A few have been chased from fishing on the Grand
river.

Mr. Rem: Can you tell us why they were chased; were they being chased
by the police or, do you think they were chased because they should not have
been there; or, do you think they should not have been chased?

~ Mr. Recinap Hrin: That is strictly a legal problem and possibly Mr.
Lickers would be better qualified to answer that.

: Mr. Bryce: I don’t care about his views. I can get them any time. I want
your views as representing the reserve.

Mr. ReciNaLD Hirn: Actually there have been no complaints lodged with
us or brought to our attention and our discussion.

_ Mr. Farquuar: Mr. Chairman, most of the questions that I was going to
ask have been answered, but there are one or two that I would like to ask.

ou referred to voluntary enfranchisement. Do you know of any cases other
than minors which you have mentioned where it has not been voluntary?

Mr. Recivawp Hinn: I do not think there have been any compulsory
enfranchisements on our reserve, but we resent feeling that the provision still
éxists there, and we are in the position of having something hanging over ‘our
heads by a thread, like the sword of Damocles, without knowing how long the
thread is going to hold.

Mr. Farquuar: To what provisions do you refer?

Mr. RecinaLp Hiun: To the provisions of the existing Indian Act which
Were mentioned in our brief; that would be on page 9 of the brief, and refers to
sections 110 to 114 of the Act.

Mr. Rem: Section 110 deals with enfranchisement and the other sections
deal with the disposal of land and Indian cemeteries.

Mr. Farquuar: I would like to have that cleared up.

~Mr. Lickers: Do you want to read subsection 14; that is the subsection
which has reference to enfranchisement.

I am reading from subsection 14 of 110:

‘14. In respect of an Indian or Indians of any band who has not or
have not made application for enfranchisement under this section or
under section one hundred and fourteen of this Act, the Superintendent
General (Minister) may appoint a board to consist of any judge of any
superior court or any judge of any circuit, district or county court, an.
officer of the department and a member of the band to be selected by the
band to which the Indian or Indians under investigation belongs or belong;
or, failing the selection of such member for a period of thirty days after
the date of notice having been given to the Council, the member shall be
appointed by the Superintendent General (Minister), to make enquiry
and report as to the fitness of any Indian or Indians to be enfranchised.

Mr. FarquuAr: Does not that apply'where they have made application?

Mr. Lickers: No. :

i 1\‘/?11". Farquaar: You do not know of any'cases where that has been put into
elfect? :

Mr. Recivarp Hiin: Not as far as the Six Nations are concerned.
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Mr. FarquHAR: You say that the ministerial appointment should be
abolished in connection with appointing the agents. Do you know of any cases
where agents have been appointed to your reserve by the department other than
through the Civil Service Commission?

Mr. Recivarp Hin: No.

Mr. Farquuar: I wonder why you put that in your brief.

Mr. ReciNnaLp Hiuv: Just what section are you referring to?

Mr. FarqQuuAR: It says here that ministerial appointments should be
abolished.

Mr. Lickers: That applies to farm instruectors.

Mr. Farquuar: Oh, does that apply to farm instructors? I thought in your

remarks that you referred to the agents. You have not any knowledge where any .
agent has been appointed to your reserve in any other way than through the:

Civil Serviece Commission?

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: We only have one, and that appointment, I think came

through the Civil Service Commission.

Mr. Casg: Could I ask who prepared your brief? )

Mr. Recivanp Hiun: Yes, sir, a committee was named by the council, and
we met weekly for some considerable length of time and formulated the brief
that has been presented. :

Mr. Case: And when the brief was finally ready for presentation, whom did
you consult? Did your consult members of the band or just have the council
pass upon it?

Mr. JosepH HiLL: We consulted just the counecil.

Mr. Case: Now, are you gentlemen elected members on the reserve?

Mr. Recinanp Hrmn: With the exception of three of us who were merely

appointed to come down here; the remaining three are members.

Mr. Case: And when you gentlemen were appointed to come down here,
who appointed you?

Mr. Recinawp Hin: The elective council.

Mr. Case: So, your delegation at the moment does not recognize the heredi-
tary chiefs’ council?

Mr. RecinaLp Hin: That is correct.

Mr. Case: And would you say that that has led to considerable discord on
the reserve?

Mr. ReciNawp Hinn: At the outset, I would say back in 1934, there was con-
siderable discord when the new system was introduced.

Mr. Case: But you think that situation has improved now, do you?

Mr. Recivarp Hinn: We sincerely hope so.

Mr. Case: That you are really accepted now, and you believe that as time
goes on this will be accepted as the best democratic process?

Mr. RecinaLp Hiin: I sincerely hope that we will some day achieve
unanimity.

Mr. Case: Now, do you pay income tax on the money you earn on your
reserve?

Mr. Recinatp Hmn: No, we are exempt there. We pay income tax on
money earned off the reserve.

Mr. Case: When you ship your farm products or your dairy products—

eream or milk—to an outside dairy you are dealing then between the reserve =
and the outside community; will you have to pay income tax on that money,

or is that considered money earned on the reserve?
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Mr. Recinarp Hiun: That is considered money earned on the reserve.

Mr. Case: Do you believe that the feeling is general that the whites enjoy
advantages that you do not enjoy?

Mr. Recivanp Hinn: I would say that feeling is quite general.

Mr. Case: There is also a feeling that the Indians enjoy advantages that
the white people do not enjoy.

Mr. Ricinarp Hiun: In other words, you envy us to some extent also?

Mr. Case: We are in this position that we could not join in your process
because someone would have to pay the taxes whereas you are in the happy
Position that your land is not subject to taxation and you are not subject to
taxation on money you earn on your reserve, for income tax purposes. So that
Zo_u can always step onto your farm and enjoy all the privileges you feel we
njoy. :

Mr. Recinawp Hinn: Let me answer that, sir. The taxes you pay are to a
large extent entirely municipal taxes and are spent for the improvement of your
Own locality. We do not find it necessary to pay such taxes because by the
sale of our lands we were fortunate enough to accumulate sufficient funds to pay
or the running of our reserve. Outside of that one point we do pay the taxes that
Jou pay, but we do not enjoy all of the advantages that you enjoy.

Mr. Case: What advantages do you not enjoy, for instance?

Mr. ReciNvaLp Hinn: Old age pension.

Mr. Casg: That is one.

. Mr. Recr~vanp Hiun: The right to enjoy as a citizen the privilege to purchase
ll‘11101‘; mothers’ allowances; securing of loans in banks. That last item makes it
well nigh impossible for a young man to get started in any program. To get
Money he must work and by the time he accumulates sufficient money to start on
4ny venture he is then too old to make a success of it.

Mr. Case: Now, of course, you understand that the whites suffer from the
Same disability: a man cannot borrow money unless he can pledge securities.

OW, in the main your securities cannot be attached. If your land could be
attached or if your goods or chattels could be attached then there would be no
Teason why your credit would not be as good as the credit of a white man. You
re immune from seizure.

Mr. Recinawp Hinw: I appreciate that fact, and I feel that with the aid of
t};?ddegartment plus the wise usage of the funds that we have that gap could be
1dged.

Mr. Casg: If you are able to accumulate a bank account?
Mr. Recinawp Hinu: Yes, that is correct.

Mr, Case: And if you purchase a victory bond, as many have done, you
°9l11d_ pledge that to borrow money on without question. In the main that is a
18ability which gives you a certain protection. The whites who have the advan-
age also pledge security, and their goods, etc., are subject to seizure and they
are subject to being sued, and so on. Now, I am going to conclude by asking a
Question about liquor. You say that “Sections 126 to 137 should be deleted and
€ Indians should be governed by the liquor laws and regulations in each
Provinee and they should have the same rights and privileges of buying and
‘Onsuming as the ordinary resident of the provinece in which each band is
Situated”,” Now’ do you think it would be a good idea—and this suggestion was
Jade by the Indian delegation from Saskatchewan—that a vote might be
v: €n somewhat in a local option sense on the reserve? In other words, if there
! ere t.hljee-ﬁfths of the people on the reserve who thought that you should enjoy
€ privilege of purchasing liquor, it might be determined in that way rather than



1376 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

determined in an arbitrary way if this committee were to say that you should.’
have this right when maybe scores of your people might feel you should not
have the right.

Mr. ReciNaLp HiLy: That, I think, would be fair enough; but at the present
moment there would be no pomt in conductmg such a referendum because it
would have no result; the privilege must come from this government, You could
make that provision.

Mr. Case: If that provision were made, not necessarily to estabhsh sales
outlets on the reserve but rather giving you the privilege of having llqum permits,
permlttmg you to enjoy the advantage that your white brothers enjoy, how woul
that do?

Mr. RecinaLp Hmvn: May I ask this questlon? There are certain areas
that are under the control of the old Ontario Temperance Act. Now, are the
residents living in those municipalities barred from purchasing liquor outside of
the immediate locality by the decision of the majority of that community, OF
are they free to go outside of that community and purchase liquor? In other
words, for the sake of argument say I wanted to purchase liquor, but the Six
Nations had voted against giving me that right, would that automatically bar
me from purchasing liquor outside the reserve? ;

Mr. Case: On the reserve? In other words, would it be considered an
advantage if when you are off the reserve there was no disability; that is 0
say, you could go to a beverage room or a cocktail lounge and enjoy a drink,.

but the voté would be whether you would have the privilege of taking liquor

back on to the reserve or not?

Mr. RecinaLp Hiun: 1 can see a weakness if you could not take it back on i
the reserve. If you purchase a bottle of liquor you would have to consume lt‘ #l
there and then. ‘
Mr. Farquuar: How do the religious leaders feel about the remowing of thesé
liquor restrictions? o
Mr. Recixarp Hicn: I think you would get a division of opinion there a8
you would in any community, but I think the majority would think that pro=
hibition failed in Ontario and in the United States, and I think it has 11'/9»\
disadvantages among our own people. ‘
Mr. Farquaar: You have not discussed that question with leaders of yO‘JT i
churches?
Mr. Recinarp Hiun: They were not on the committee.
Mr. Farquuar: I understand most of them are opposed to removing thesé
restrictions?
Mr. ReciNaLp Hiun: T think the leaders of your church in Ontario are like:
wise opposed to the establishment of bars and cocktail lounges. y
Mr. Case: I suppose what brought this matter to the fore was the fact that :
the Indian boys had that privilege while they served in the army. Do yoU
suppose that was the reason? ]
Mr. Recinawp Hinn: There is that feeling that there was a sharp line drawﬂ*
Our people were sent to serve overseas; in other words, to assume the respon”
sibilities of citizens but in return they were not given all the privileges 0
~ citizenship. It seemed to us decidedly unfair. If we had the right to purchasé
liquor there is no guarantee we would; but we would like to feel that we cou ,
if we so desired. e
Mr. Farquuar: You mentioned that the churches among the whites 9:1503,;
think the same way. Is there any pos51b111ty that they might be right?
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Mr. RecivaLp Hitv: There is always the possibility that the other side is
correct.

Mr. Rem: I have this question to ask: Is the asking for the removal of this
bar due to the fact that the Indians themselves feel that they are placed in a
rather inferior position, rather than that they are being denied liquor?

Mr. RecinaLp Hivn: I would say very definitely, no. There are ample
supplies of liquor. It is not a question of obtaining liquor. Rather it is the
Inferior position in which thig law places the Indian.

Mr. MarTaews: You mentioned the case of a young Indian wanting to start
up in business for himself and that he could not go to the bank and get a line of
eredit as a white man ean do. I want to ask you whether he could go to the band
and get credit from the band, get certain advances of money, to start up in

usiness? <

Mr. Recinap Hirn: There was some provision made for loans, I believe,
but I believe it is inadequate. Perhaps Mr. Hilton Hill could answer that
question,

Mr. Hivron Hinn: The old council of chiefs, some fifty years ago—

The Cuamman: Will you just speak a little louder?

Mr. Hivron Hivn: The old council of chiefs, some fifty years ago established
a loan system on the Six Nations reserve whereby an Indian could borrow from
b_and funds to an amount of $500. That was entirely under the control of the
Six Nations council. They had a standing committee of six chiefs from each
tribe and they passed on those loans and I think the loan system worked very
well. T do not think the council of the Six Nations lost very much money on -
that old system. Some years ago that privilege, for some reason, was taken
away from them. I have known cases where the Six Nations would make
application for a loan of $500 and in ten days they would have the money in the
office to pay their bills. Conditions have changed, and they can only get a loan
of $150, and the Six Nations council have nothing whatever to say. They have
No committee to pass on the loan. They used to pass on it in the first instance
and then I understand there is a set-up in the department of some kind and it
May take from one to five years to pass on a loan. I know of one case in particular
of a man who, when this loan was re-established, made application for a loan
of $150 and he said he wanted to reshingle his barn. That was in April. He
Wanted to have it ready to put his hay in. This is all under the new system.
I understand the loan has not gone through yet and it is nearly five years ago
and the barn stands uncovered to-day. The barn is rotting, with no roof on it.

Mr. Martaews: This then was discontinued by the department and not by
the band itself.

Mzr. Hivron Hitv: That is right.

Mr. Marraews: About how long ago?

Mr. Hiuron Hinw: About five years ago.

Mr. MarTaews: Can you give any idea of the amount of the loans that were
Made and the amount of the losses resulting from those loans? Could you give
1t approximately ?

; 12141". Hivron Hizr: Well I could not tell you that without going to the
ecords.

Mr. Marruews: Do you feel that the record was good?

Mr. Hivton Hinn: Yes, absolutely. There was considerable improvement
made on the Six Nations reserve with regard to buildings, fences, wells and so on.

here were numerous wells sunk, fences built; barns and houses were also
epaired. As you know, $150 will not go very far to-day.
90036—2 Ry
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Mr. MarrHEWS: I want to ask the other witness some questions?
The CrarmAaN: Mr. Reginald Hill.
Mr. MarraHEWS: Have you a post-office on your reserve?

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: Yes, the post-office, two rural routes issue from there,

and another place over at'Hagersville.

Mr. MarrHEWS: Are these advertisments which are issued by the civil service
commission posted in the post-office?

Mr. ReciNnaLp Hiun: Yecu mean for a general competition? = I have not
noticed them.

Mr. MarTHEWS: You have not?

Mr. RecivaLp Hinn: Not in the post office.

Mr. MarraEws: Who is your postmaster?

Mr. Recinawp Hmn: Major C. E. Styers.

Mr. Bryce: Is he an Indian?

Mr. ReciNnarp Hinn: Yes.

Mr. Marraews: He s an Indian?

Mr. ReeinvaLp Hin: Yes, sir.

Mr. MartHEWS: I think those notices are sent to all other postmasters and
I think I am correct in saying that they are supposed to be accepted and posted
on the walls of the post-office so that all can see them. Now assuming that
were done I want to ask this question. Have you any knowledge of qualified
Indians who made application to the civil service for a position, or to write
an examination in a competition for a position, who have been refused permis-
sion to enter the competition? I would like to get that straight.

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: T know of no case where they were refused. I would
like to qualify the answer and say that the majority of educated people, who
would be interested, except for the teachers, have all been taken away from the
reserve as there is no livelihood, no means of livelihood with the exception of
farming. We have two graduates from O.A.C. on the reserve, and a third took
a post in New Zealand. Our doctors are scattered throughout the United States.
At the present time it is to their advantage to move there.

Mr. CastLepLN: Do you know of any cases where doctors have tried to
get appointments on the réserve and were not allowed to do so?

Mr. RecinaLp Hivn: There was Doctor Jamieson, I believe.

The CuAlrRMAN: I am sorry we cannot hear a thing.

Mr. CastuepeN: I was following up the question of whether he knew some
doctor on the reserve who was unable to get appointed by the department to a
position.

Mr. Recivawp Hiwn: My recollection was that a Doector Jamieson made
such an application.

Mr. MartHEWS: You spoke of having two graduates of O.A.C. on the
reserve, 1 presume they are Indians?

Mr. Recinawp Hirn: Correct.

Mr. Case: How many of your teachers are Indians?

Mr. Recinarp Hrnn: Pardon me, may I make. a correction? Mr. Hill has
just pointed out there are three graduates, one is a girl.

Mr. MacNicon: Even better.

_ The CaamrmaN: Mr. MacNicol, you came in late. Now you may have ten
minutes.
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Mr. MacNicon: That will be all I need. My questions will be answered by
Yes or no. Is your agent an Indian?

The Cramman: We did not get your question.

Mr. MacN1con: My first question is, is your present agent an Indian or a
white man, on the Six Nations reserve?

Mr. RecinaLp Hiun: My answer was that he was not an Indian.

Mr. MacNicoL: Your answer was no. Has an Indian ever been an agent on
the reserve? '

Mr. Recinarp HiLn: My answer again is in the negative.

Mr. MacNicoL: Would you recommend or favour that the agent be an
Indian?

Mr. Recivanp Hirn: I think there would be considerable satisfaction if such

- an appointment were made.

Mr. MacNicon: I agree. And you would have many men who would be

competent. I have one in mind, Mr. Martin, the magistrate in Toronto, and
ere may be a number of others, perhaps our counsel here, Mr. Lickers. He

Would be qualified to act as an Indian agent.

The CuarMAN: Perhaps he would not be anxious.

Mr. MacNicon: Have you any fire protection on the agency?

Mr. ReciNaLp Hinn: Fire fighting equipment?

Mr. MacNicoL: Yes.

Mr. RecinaLp Hinn: None whatever.

Mr. MacNicoL: And what about water supply, have you a water supply?

Mr. Recinarp Hinv: There is no water supply whatever. There are numerous
wells and that is the only available source.
- Mr. MacNicon: This reservation, Mr. Chairman, is perhaps the leading
Teserve in Canada and they should have both of these services I have asked
about, that is fire protection and water-supply. j

What is the present set-up in reference to education? I am not quite clear.

ou say you have a dozen schools, and is there one superintendent over the

Whole dozen schools?

Mr. Recinarp Hinw: Mr. Joseph Hill is the supervising principal.

Mr. MacNicon: Over all the schools? Someone said something yesterday
about the council should have the power to expend without being beholden to
anyone, funds up to $1,000. What could they do with funds as small as $1,000?

. Mr. Recinawp Hinn: The council, of their own accord placed that restric-
tlon. Tt is felt that if a larger sum were expended it perhaps might be wise to 20
Ito consultation with the department and possibly have a vote of the band or

¢ department as to whether any large amount was being rightly expended.
Mr. MacNicor: I agree, Mr. Chairman. I think this band should have that,
and_ that a start should be made to give them the privilege of spending some of
their own funds without restriction up to $1,000 and we can see what happens.

Omebody asked yesterday about a few minor taxes that you were not paying.

hat are those minor taxes?
Mr. Recinap Hmw: Well one is income tax. Where an individual is
fmployed on the reserve and the income derived from such work.

Mr. MacNicor: Income tax is the most vicious tax which T have to pay.
Mr. Castrepen: I would be glad to join you in that.

Mr. MacNicor: Another question in reference to education. Your brief
been fairly emphatic in favour of undenominational schools. Why is that?
90036—23 :
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Mr. RecinaLp Hirn: Well I think I will answer jointly. I will take one
phase of it. We specified undenominational residential schools largely for the
protection of those children whose parents still believe in the original teachings
of our people. We feel that it is entirely unfair to take these children and expose
them to a different religious training from that which their own parents followed:
I do not think any of you who are Roman Catholics would consent to have your =
children sent to a Protestant school and likewise I think the Protestant parents =
would object to having their children sent to a Roman Catholic school. I there- ‘
fore feel that it is only fair that those who believe in the so-called Long House
religion should likewise have that same privilege. :

Mr. MacNicor: In other words you are in favour of the ordinary public
schools? 5

Mr. RecinaLp Hiun: No, not entirely. T think there is still a place for the
residential school providing it is divided from the church.

Mr. MacNicor: Are there any Indians employed in the Indian agent’s
office at Brantford? :

Mr. REciNnaLp Hiir: At the present time there is only one.

Mr. MacNicoL: What is his service there?

Mr. Recinawp Hinn: 1 believe he looks after land and estates. |

Mr. MacNicoL: How many government employees are there in the Indian
agent’s office or thefdepartment of Indian Affairs for the whole reservation out-
side of teachers? I am speaking of stenographers and bookkeepers and so on-

Mr. Lickers: There are six.

Mr. MacNicoL: Six.

Mr. ReciNaLp HirL: I am informed that it is six but Mr. Moses’ appoint- “
ment is not permanent. 1

Mr. MacNicor: Is there any reason why all of those positions should not .
be occupied by the Indians? ' )

Mr. ReaciNaLp Hinn: We feel that there is no reason.

Mr. MacNicoL: I agree. A number of times reference has been made in
your brief to the expression “band or council”. Are the two identical?

Mr. ReciNaLp Hinu: There would be a difference. The band would imply
the entire membership, in our case, the entire Six Nations people. The council
would be the governing body.

Mr. MacNicor: I will just read one of the clauses. Page 6, “Section 13
should be amended by deleting the words ‘with the approval of the superintend-
ent general’ and substituting therefore ‘band or council of the band’.” My .
question is about the expression “band or council of the band”. Do those mean
the same thing, the band or council of the band?

iy
Mr. Recinap Hinn: [ would say that they do not mean the same thing. If !
the question was sufficiently weighty we would call upon the entire group for &
decision. If it was not so serious then I think the elective eouncil or the governing }l
body of the reserve could make the decision.
Mr. MacNicoL: Well then at present apparently the superintendent general
makes the decision but the brief suggests substituting for “superintendent
general” the “band or council of the band”. :
Mr. ReciNaLp Hizv: The words “with the approval of the superintendent
general” would be deleted so that it would read “with the approval of the pand
or council of the band”. ! e -
The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry, Mr. MacNicol, your ten minutes have expired-

Mr. MacNicoL: Well I have one or two more questions.
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The CuammaN: I have cut off the other members of the committee at the
end of their ten minutes and I must be consistent.

Now, gentlemen, you may be excused. We appreciate your evidence very
much but we will have to call on the other witnesses.

Mzr. Regivarp Hinn: I think I am safe in saying that I would be expressing
the view of the delegates if I thanked you for the delightful manner in which
You have dealt with our delegation.

The Cuamman: On behalf of the members of the committee I want to
express our appreciation to your delegation for the way you have handled
your presentation. You have been very helpful to us and very cooperative.

€ appreciate it very much.

The next witnesses will be: Mr. Sam Lickers, Mr. William Smith, and
Mr. Asa Hill. Will you gentlemen come forward please?

~ Mr. Buackmore: I suggest, Mr, Chairman, that we have our counsel, Mr.
Lickers, question these gentlemen first and after that we can divide up the time.

The Cuamman: The suggestion that we have is that Mr. Lickers examine
the witnesses first and then the committee members will be allowed perhaps
five minutes. Otherwise, as you know, we will not be able to get through. We

ave several others who must be examined. Is it agreed that, the members -
shall have five minutes?

Agreed.

Mr. Lickers: Now perhaps first T could get a clarification on the question
of what the elective council are asking for in connection with improvements

on the reserve?

Mr. Sam Lickers: They are in accord with that.
The Cuamman: You will have to speak a little bit louder.
~ Mr. Lickers: Are you in accord with what they are asking for in connection
With improvements to be made on the reserve?
i Mr. Sam Lickers: Yes, more or less. In the first part of our brief it reads
The status of the Six Nations; (a) Your committee is requested to clarify the
statl}s of the Six Nations for the following reasons. (b) The position of the Six
ations is unique in that, in the wording of the Haldimand Deed they were
clearly named as ‘allies’ of the British, rather than subjects.”

Then it says “(¢) It is of the utmost importance that this point be cleared
Up by the committee, as being named as allies, would grant the said Six Nations
certain rights and privileges which may not be granted to subjects, some of which
may be outlined as follows:”

« . Mr. Lickers: Would you agree then to stop at the end of the word
subjects” and agree with them as far as they go there giving only different
reasons?

Mr. Sam Lickers: Yes, to “allies”. They have asked this committee to
clarify the status of our people and that you do that before you go on to . . .
What would I call it— 3

Mr. Case: A review of the Act.

Mr. Sam Lickers: On to a review of the Act. I believe I better give it
another name because the fact is this, we are really dealing with the result.

efore we can do that we have to determine the status of our people which you

‘ave not done and that is what the councillors have asked. How can you

deal with the rest of their brief until you decide their status? That is the
Question they are asking and that is what we are asking. How can you do that?
ou really have got the cart before the horse. :
Mr. Lickprs: You mean what this committee should try to do is to have
the cart and the horse together.
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Mr. Sam Lickers: That is what they will have to do. They want this

committee to make the point clear who these people are; who are we? That i8

what they are asking and you have not done that and unless you do that
I cannot see how we can go on.

Mr. Case: That is fair. We might as well dismiss this witness. He cannot

go on until we clarify the Act and we cannot clarify the position to-day.

The Cramrmax: Is that agreeable to you? Could I have the consensus
of opinion?

Mr. Syata: The Six Nations “Iroquois” Confederacy have objected.to the
introduction of the Indian Act, using as a basis the strength of the Haldimand
Deed and their unique position in Canada.

The CuAaRMAN: Sorry, we cannot hear you.

Mr. Smuta: The Six Nations confederacy have always objected to the ) .

imposition of the Indian Act upon the Six Nations due to their unique position as
allies of the British crown. Their relationship is with the British crown and

- it is an international issue and cannot be a domestic issue at this time. Therefore

it is not our desire to discuss any portion of the Indian Aect, but we would be =

willing to answer any questions in relation to this matter or contention of the
Six Nations on that ~ub]ect

Mr. CastrLeEpEN: Our purpose is to revise the Indian Act.
Mr. SmitH: Yes.

The CrHamrvan: That is our purpose, so T don’t see where we will get to 1f
that is your position.

Mr. CastLEpEN: They do not recognize the Indian Act.

Mr. Casg: I think we have reached a stalemate in regard to this particular

delegation. They are not going to recognize the Act, nor will they recognize our _7

revision of the Act, because they say it is'a matter which is international and
cannot be settled domestlcally

Mr. CastrLepen: I would like to point out, I thmk these gentlemen have &
grievance with regard to their treaty. They feel that their treaties have not been
lived up to and that the imposition of the Indian Act as a governing criterion, as
a manner of governing the Six Nations, is not right because they claim under their
treaties, the Haldimand treaty and the Simcoe treaty, they were granted the
right to govern themselves and that those treaties have been set aside. I think this
committee should hear their representations with regard to their partlcular
situation.

The CuamrMmaN: We have heard their brief,

Mr. Castiepex: I heard that yesterday, but they can still be questioned

on it. ;
The Crarrman: As I said, we have heard their brief, and now if we confine

questioning to a period of five minutes for each member, if any members of the
committee wish to ask questions on this particular matter that privilege will now.

be extended. :
Mr. S. Lickers: First of all, I would like to say—

~ The CHARMAN: Just a minute now. We have only an hour and twenty-five

minutes left at. our disposal provided there are enough here for a quorum this

afternoon.
Mr. CastuepEN: How do you figure that, Mr. Chairman?

The CuarMaN: We have twenty-five minutes now until one o’clock, and

then this afternoon we have between four and five. As you know, we must be

out of this room by five o’clock.
Mr. Farquuar: And we have other delegations.
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The CuamrMAN: That is why I am suggesting we should get along and not
have any speeches.

Mr. MacNicoL: One question, Mr. Chairman.

The CuAamMAN: Just a minute, now, Mr. MacNicol. Shall we give Mr.
Lickers from now to quarter to one. Mr. Lickers is going to ask some questions
from now to quarter to one and then the members will be given five minutes each.

Mr. S. Lickers: With regard to the status of the Six Nations reserve—

The CrarMAN: Let us settle this point once for all. Mr. Norman Lickers

ere 1s our counsel and he is the liaison officer between us and the Indians. The
committee still govern who is going to ask questions. It isnot up to the chairman.
It_Was agreed that Mr. Lickers would ask questions first. That was agreed to
this morning. It is now your intention to change that? If not, Mr. Lickers will
proceed with his questions. It is not the chairman who is making these rules,
1t 1s the committee itself. It was agreed this morning that Mr. Lickers would ask

. Questions first .and that he would be given ample time in which to do so, but

that the committee members would be limited.
The Cmamman: All right, Mr. Lickers.

Mr. Lickers: You want the status of the Six Nations clarified, is that
correct ?

Mr. S. Lickers: That is it, and the council have that in their brief.

Mr. Lickers: Would you also want a treaty?

Mr. 8. Lickers: Yes.

Mr. Lickers: So then, in conneetion with the governing of the Six Nations
reserve you want the hereditary council to be the governing body?

Mr. 8. Lickers: Let the people rule.

Mr. Lickers: Yes, all right, you want the people to rule; and now, to clarify
the situation as far as the Six Nations is concerned, would you be prepared to

stand by a vote at the present time as to whether the reserve of the Six Nations

—would you agree to a referendum on the Six Nations of all the people over
twenty-one, to decide whether or not the elective council or the hereditary chiefs
Wwould rule? ;

© Mr. Smrra: This Haldimand document (the Haldimand treaty) does not
require either a referendum, or a minority or a majority.

The Cramrman: Could you answer that question, yes or no?

Mr. Smrra: T would say, go by the Haldimand treaty.

The CuAmrmAN: Is that yes or no?

Mr. Smrta: It does not require either a minority or a majority.

Mr. Lickers: You are not willing to risk a vote to determine what the
people want?

Mr. Smira: We know what the people want.

The Cramman: Would you answer the question yes or no. In the United
States they have the same problem as we have here. Could you answer Mr.
Lickers’ question as to whether you would be willing to abide by the decision
of a majority in a vote to be taken among the people on your reserve? Would
You answer that question, yes or no. Did you say, yes you would; or no, you
Would not. .

Mr. Smrra: I have not power to say that.

The Cmamrman: Would your partner (Mr, S. Lickers) say yes or no; with-
out any responsibility to anybody else.

Mer. Smita: Well, I would say no:

‘The CmamMman: All right, that is final.
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Have you any .questions, Mr. Blackmore?

Mr. Brackmore: I would rather hear the Ontario members.

Mr. CuarvroN: Were any members of your delegation ever connected with
the elected council?

Mr. SmitH: Yes.

Mr. CuarvroN: Which ones?

Mr. Smite: Mr. Sam Lickers and myself.

Mr. CuarLton: Well then, at one time apparently you were agreeable to
the elective council, were you not?

Mr. Syurs: I went into the elected council when I was twenty-nine and I
began at that time to study Indian affairs and I threw myself into Indian work
as a service to our people. When I found I was on the wrong road I turned
around and took the other path.

Mr. CuaruroN: You resigned from the counml‘?

Mr. Smrra: No, I withdrew.

Mr. CuarrLrox: You withdrew from the council?

Mr. SmitH: Yes, withdrew for seven years.

Mr. CHarRLTON: You apparently feel there is much the same feeling now
as there was at the time in 1924 when the council was set up; obviously so, or
you would not have said “No” to the question asked you a few minutes ago.

Mr. Syura: The gentleman said that I would be binding my people, and I
stated that I had no authorxty to do that, then he asked me to give my per~onal
answer, and going by the Haldimand treaty I say that it does not require a
majority or a minority.

Mr. Cuarutox: Let me ask the question this way: do you feel that there
are as many people in favour of the hereditary council now as there were back
in 1924?

Mr. Smita: A good deal more now. In fact, the great majority of our
people are backing the hereditary council of the Six Nations.

* Mr. Cuaruron: And still you would not care to say whether you would
stand a vote on the Six Nations?

Mr. Smire: That is not our type of government, by vote.

Mr. MacNicon: I was going to ask, Mr. Chairman, what the result would
be supposing the Six Nations Indians go back to the old system?

Mr. SmrtH: It would remove a lot of discontent among our people, that
would be one result; and with dissatisfaction we will never make any progress.
Our reserve during the last twenty-five years has gone backward rather than
forward.

Mr. MacNicor: What result would that have on the government here?

Mr. Smite: None. I might say, with the exception of improved roads.

Mr. Craarvron: If you went back to the old way of doing it and you are
opposed to the Indian Act, then what association would the Six Nations have
with the government here at Ottawa?

Mr. Smita: It never had any.

The Crammax: Will you address the chair, please? We cannot hear you.

Mr. Smira: It never has had any legal association, there never has been
any legal association between the Six Nations and the government of Canada
The whole thing is based on assumption.

Mr. CuarLton: Well, then, in what way would you carry on the affairs
of the reserves if you were not associated with the government here?

Mr. Smire: We have our own government which ought to be quite capable
of carrying on its aﬁalrs
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The CrairmaN: Mr. Bryce.

. Mr. Bryce: I do not know what to say or what to ask. This is quite a new
Sltuation for me, but I, in my humble way, have tried to do something for the
Indians and if the Indians won’t agree among themselves, what more can I do?

do not know even what to ask them. You have these gentlemen here and
they are not prepared even to meet and have a vote. In a modern world like
this people should be able to determine for themselves what they want to do, and
€ only way I know of doing that in a democratic set-up is by voting; and if
your people will not agree to have a vote to agree among themselves I do not
now whether I can help you.

Mr. S. Lickers: Might I say this?

Mr. Bryce: Yes.

Mr. 8. Lickers: Why didn’t you take that attitude when the old hereditary
System was put out for the elective system? Why didn’t you take that attitude
th?n? There wasn’t a vote taken. Do you call that a democratic way of doing
things? There was no vote taken. They were selected.

. Mr. Bryoe: I am only one of those men, Scotsmen, who came here as an
Mmigrant a number of years ago. The only things I ever knew about the
indians were the things I had read in the story books, and it is only in recent
Jyears that I have been connected with the Indians through the reserves in my
Constituency. So my knowledge of Indians goes back only a few years; so I had
Rothing to do with that. !

Mr. S. Lickers: That is what I say; if it didn’t happen at that time, why
should i happen now? A little history helps. i

The Crmamrman: Mr. Farquhar.

Mr, Farquuar: I think these gentlemen understand that our function is to

~ evise the Indian Act. They do not recognize the Act.

th Mr. 8. Lickers: You have on vour agenda about treaty Indians and all
at stuff, haven’t you?
Mr. Farquuar: Yes, but you do not recognize the work we are doing. I am

4 JUst going to ask you this question; how many Indians do you represent?

Mr. 8. Lickers: I will be different from Smith, I would not be afraid to
tll 4 referendum. That is my opinion. To do that would be falling in line.
Just like my taking your hat or you taking mine—you might find mine a bit

1gger for you. But, supposing that happened and I came to you about it and

YU came to me about it and we said; here, let’s have an arbitration about your

at. You agree. I get some of my friends to sit on the arbitration board—I
Would get your hat, wouldn’t I? You bet your life.

Mr. Smrrs: T would like to say that I am not afraid myself of a referendum
9 a vote, I can vouch for what the result will be; it will be definitely greatly
™ favour of the hereditary couneil.

The Cuamman: You want to vary your previous answer? Your previous
ansv}’el‘ was, when I asked you—not speaking for those you represent here
Oﬁicmlly, but just speaking personally—I asked you would you personally
Avour g referendum or the taking of a vote and letting the majority rule; and
your angwer was, no. Do you want to change that now?
af My, Smire: No. T still stick to my answer; but I am stating that I am not

Taid of the result. It is deviating from our prineiple of government.
Mr. Bryce: Well, Mr. Smith, you can understand the position of the mem-
of this committee.
Mr. Smira: Yes.

o Mr. Bryce: We listen to you and we listen to the other fellow and we are
Ying to decide in the main how to make the Act better than it is, better than

berg
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it ever has been before. This is the writing of a new Magna Charta for the
Indians, and we do want to do a good job; something that will excel anythlng ,
that has ever been before; because T think most of the honourable gentlemen on - "
this committee agree that thc Indian has not had a square deal. We ‘are neutral
on it and we are all trying to do the best we can for everybody.

Mr. Case: I just want to ask Mr. Smith a few questions. He appears to
have some knowledge of the reserve and its progress. You say it has gone back =
during the last twenty-five years? Can you tell me what your population was =
twenty-five years ago? .

Mr. Smrta: I was not referring to it in the matter of population. I think
twenty-five years ago there would have been about 5,000 members approx-
imately.

Mr. Case: It has a relation to my question. I am not looking at it that =
way, either. I am looking at it from the standpoint of real progress. Twenty= |
five years ago how many schools did you have? el

Mr. SmitH: I would say about eleven or twelve. -

Mr. Casg: Not the same number as you have now? 8

Mr. SmrrH: ‘No, we have about sixteen now. Quite a few of them are dOUbleu ;
schools. The <1ngle -room schools were made into double school rooms.

Mr. Case: A few moments ago your friend from the elective council gave
us a review of the productxon on the reserve. You heard the information he
gave?

Mr. SmitH: Yes.

Mr. Case: How would that compare with twenty-five years ago? Did you
produce more grain, livestock and all that sort of thing twenty-five years ago? ]

Mr. Smrra: I could not give you a definite answer in figures, but 1 cat
illustrate the section in which I live. My late father often \ald that when the !
threshing machine came into our section on any quarter lot, it took about twe =
months to complete the threshing operation in the area. No“ adays it takes ]
about two days.

The CuamrMaN: Improved machmcr)

Mr. Case: That may be aecounted for by the use of modern machinery, 8% #
far as that goes. I just want to get some idea of your appreciation of progress:
You said that you lived on the reserve twenty-five years ago, didn’t you
Would you say things have not 1mproved‘?

Mr. Smita: Well, that has definitely improved.

Mr. Case: That has- definitely improved; and, twenty-five years ago were a
“your people receiving family allowances? Vi

Mr. Smita: I do not think family allowances were in then. 3

Mr. Case: So that after all you must admit there has been some progr655
made in twenty-five years. The Six Nations is a noted reserve. We look to your -
people to give us a sense of leadership. In answer to Mr. MacNicol's questio?
you said that there was no common bond between yourselves and the dominio? -
government. You have said to us that you want separate autonomy. How are
you going to tie in with some governing body? You are asking us to set up a -
separate state.

Mr. Smrta: I am not in a position to answer that question. Only thé
council of chiefs can answer that. History alone will answer that for you. :

Mr. Casg: I know, but progress is a different thing; that is to say, it seems
to me that you must be tied up with some central authority or some governlﬂﬁ&
body. We would not think of a municipality setting itself up as a svparaw;
entity within the state. Vo

e P T e
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Mr. Smrta: I might explain that this way; Canada itself has only approxi-
mately 11,000,000 people—

The Cuammman: Twelve million.

Mr. Smira: —which is considered a small nation in relation to population.

Mr. Case: Yes.

Mr. Smrra: Would they tie themselves up with the United States or some
other country like that just because it was larger? ,

. Mr. Case: No, we don’t tie up, but we associate ourselves with them econom-
leally and so on and so forth. You made a statement here yesterday; you said,
Would we be willing to leave our affairs in the hands of thirty-five people—

Mr. Smrra: I refer to our future destiny.

Mr. Case: —and reference was also made to the thirty-five members of this
Committee representing the people of Canada. True we do not all enjoy a
majority of voters in the constituencies from which we come, but we were elected

Y a majority of the votes cast in our respective constituencies and we have the
Support of 300,000 people, or more, who voted for us. Not only are we the elected
Iepresentatives of our constituencies, but on this committee are included members
Who come from as far west as Vancouver and Vancouver Island, and from as far
fast as the maritimes. What I am getting at is this; if you go back to the

ereditary system, how would you pick out the one or two who are to form your

Council? “Would they be selected on the basis of heredity, blood ties, irrespective

of qualifications or educational standards?
Mr. Smrra: If the Six Nations desire to change that is up to them.

_ Mr. Case: You heard your colleagues of the elective council say that they
believe it is more acceptable to-day than it was in 1924, that there has been
& change of feeling about it; you don’t agree with that?

Mr. Smira: No. In the figures-that they presented yesterday they stated
there were 571 votes cast.

Mr. Case: Yes.

Mr. Smira: Each voter had two votes, therefore that figure has to be cut in
half to determine the number of voters.

Mr. Farquuar: I think we would be well advised to reconsider this question
of ¢oming under the revised Act. ‘
Mr. Case: You will have to have some governing authority. I don’t want to
ersonal, but are you, Mr. Smith, yourself an Indian?
Mr. Smita: My mother was Cayugan, and my father was a Mohawk.
Mr. Case: You are then a full-blooded Indian?
Mr. SmiTa: Yes.
Mr. Cuaruron: You are not a full-blooded Indian, are you?

Mr. Smrra: Well, T take it there is a lot of blood mixed in. In the other
days when the Indians took prisoners and the Indian captives were released many
Ofdt_hem refused to return to their own people and they intermarried with the
Ddians,

Mr. Case: So that when you were on the elected council you retired, you

~ Were not defeated?

Mr. Smira: Oh, no. I withdrew.
- The Cmamrman: Mr. Lickers.

Mr. Lickers: Supposing, I do not know what the committee is going to do,
SUpposing they place your status as an ally of the British Crown, will you then be
Satisfied if the council or whatever the governing authority there was on the Six

atloqs reserve had, say, full powers the same as any other municipality in
80verning their local affairs; would you be agreeable to that? y

1
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Mr. Smita: I think your question is complicated there in some manner.

Did you say, if the council—?

Mr. Lickers: Whatever council there was.

Mr. Brackmorg: Let us assume it is the hereditary council.

Mr. Lickers: If they were given full authority in connection with the
governing of their own affairs. Supposing the committee says, it is all right,
we will place you in position as allies and you set up your hereditary chiefs as
the governing authority; would they then agree, say, to a referendum as to what
the form of government should be; or would the hereditary chiefs say, here now,
we have power and we will not grant a referendum?

Mr. Smite: That would not be within my power to decide.

Mr. Lickers: I am just trying to get your idea on it. We want to get this
whole thing clarified because it is something which has resulted in a cleavage

which has continued for some twenty-five years or so. I am just trying to get

some basis on which we can work so that we can get both sides together again.
Just give us your own frank opinion as to just what you think could be done.

Mr. S. Lickers: If you restore us to our former state we could give you an
answer, but now we cannot say very much about it. I was going to talk about
mixed blood and all that stuff, there are not very many of us who are fully
pure-blooded, and that goes for the whites too.

Mr. Lickers: Haven’t you worked out some plan by which you—I mean

you are asking for your status to be clarified: then, supposing your status_is
clarified, what plan have you evolved by which you would get away from dis-
agreement on the reserve? A

Mr. Smrrs: I think the thing could be worked out to the satisfaction of
most parties.

Mr. Lickers: How? Could you give us some idea as to how it can be

worked out?

Mr. Smrra: I have not very much freedom to suggest, but I personall}’;

would favour an arbitration between them.
Mr. Lickers: Would you not have a cleavage then as to those who wanted
to come under the hereditary chiefs and those who wanted an elective eouncil?
Mr. Smita: You would have that in any country where you have minority.
parties.

board but he wanted to have it so that judges would be appointed. We wot}ld
have to appoint a judge and the department and the government would appoint

the other judge and then those two would appoint a third judge but that would

not be arbitration, you know that.

Mr. Case: You can decide on arbitration but you cannot decide on such 8

thing as this.

The Cramrman: Would you be content if you named one judge, the elective

council named a judge, and the Canadian government named one, would that
be- agreeable?

Mr. Smmra: No.

The Cuairman: Well what is your form of arbitration?

Mr. Smite: The Six Nations could name one and one could be made 8

representative of the Canadian and the Imperial government.
The Caamman: Who would nominate that man?
Mr. Smite: That would be between those two parties.

The Cuamman: You are talking about the Imperial government and the

Canadian government? :
] p

b

Mr. S. Lickers: 1 may say that has been tried. Charles Stewart in the w_‘eSf'
tried that thirty years ago. He suggested to the council having an arbitration
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Mr. Smita: Yes.

The Cuamrman: The Six Nations would nominate one, the Canadian and
Imperial. governments would nominate one, and who is the third?

Mr. Smira: Those two would have the privilege of appointing the third.

The Caamman: All right, the Six Nations would appoint one, the govern-
ment of Great Britain and Canada would appoint another, and those two would
appoint a third. Now is that agreeable?

Mr. Smira: Well, as I have stated, I have no authority to say.

The CuamrMAN: No, but we are discussing this around the table. Would
that be agreeable to you personally?

Mr. Smrra: I think it would be fair.

The Caarman: Well you have made the suggestion so I presume that it is
agreeable. Now that arbitration board would make its findings. Would you be
content with those findings?

Mr. Smira: I have not authority to answer that.

The CuamrmAN: I am asking you personally, would you or would you not:
be content with that finding? :

Mr. Smira: I have not authority any more than you have.

The Cuamrman: I have absolute authority to say what I think.

: tJhMr. Bryce: As a member of the band would you be personally agreeable
0 that?

Mr. Smrra: No, I would prefer not to answer that.

Mr. Case: As an individual, just giving your personal opinion, and not as a.
Member of the band would you be satisfied? Let us suppose you are one of the
Individuals on the Six Nations reserve. This goes to arbitration. Will you, as
anindividual, be satisfied with the award and accept it?

Mr. Smita: That would depend on how the thing went. Not the report, but
I mean the committee. i

The Cuamman: I am afraid, Mr. Smith, we would have grave difficulty
I coming to any satisfactory conclusions so far as you are concerned.

Mr. S. Lickers: Before we are through, let me say one word. In a sense, as
& committee of the parliament of Canada, is not your power limited by the
British North America Act? Are not your powers curtailed by the British

orth America Act? Can you deal with foreign questions? You have a

Overnor General here. I would say if you have the authority which you are
Iying to show here—we are all asking only for that one thing, to have the
Status of our people determined. That is all we want, and that is all you
Would want, in our place.

. The Cuamman: My dear man, when you have already said you will not
abide by the finding of the arbitration board unless that finding is favourable
0 yourselves—and that is what you have said—

Mr. Smrra: No one said that.

The CuamMan: You said it depends entirely on how it goes.

Mr. Smrra: I said it depends on how the arbitration committee is formed.

The Cuamman: I asked you specifically—members of the committee will
bear me out and the official notes will also bear me out—whether you would

€ content to comply with what was decided upon.

Mr. Smira: T said I could not give an -answer to that.
The CramrMan: That is not what you said.

Mr. Smira: Oh yes, it is.

The CrarmMAN: Then, will you answer the question now?
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Mr. Syira: No, that is something upon which I cannot give an answer.

The Cuarman: Why can’t you give an answer? |

Mr. Smrra: I said it would depend on how this arbitration board is formed:

The Cuairman: I am asking you, supposing it is formed, supposing it hears
evidence and supposing it comes to a conclusion and makes findings; what
would you do then?

Mr. SmarH: If I agreed to it, I would have to abide by it.

The CHARMAN: In other words, if the award met with your approval
you would agree to it. If it did not meet with your approval, you would not
abide by it.

Mr. SmiTH: Not in the results. :

The Cramrman: I am talking solely about the results.

Mr. S. Lickers: You must not forget this. Since the status of our people
is as it is, what right have you got to appoint an arbitration committee? |
The CHAlRMAN: My dear man, I am not appointing an arbitration com=

mittee. It was your suggestion, not my suggestion at all. _

Mr. S. Lickers: Arbitration could be undertaken by the interested parties.

The CuarmaN: There are none so blind as those who will not see. i

Mr. S. Lickers: If your powers are limited by the British North America
Act, you cannot deal with the question; that is all there is to it.

The CuamrMaN: We will meet at four o’clock providing there is nothing
" that interferes with that arrangement. We will sit until five o’clock and the '
next witness will be Chief Tom Roy. He will be followed by the other chiefs =
who are on the list.

The committee adjourned at 1.10 p.m. to meet again at 4.00 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION 2
The committee resumed at 4.00 p.m. 3

The CrarMAN: Gentlemen, we shall open the meeting. The first witness will
be Chief Tom Roy. I am sorry to be late, but I thought the meeting would
commence, in any event. : ' ¥

Mr. Farquhar, will you take the chair; I have been called out of the meet-
ing for a moment,

At this point Mr. Farquhar took the chair.

The Acting CHARMAN: Will you go ahead, Mr. Lickers?

Mr. Lickers: Mr. Chairman, at this time, Mr. Roy would like to add to his
submission clause 4 of the agreement between the province of Ontario and the
Dominion Government which was dated April 16, 1894. It was an agreement con=
cerning the natural resources and covers the land in the northwest angle. Mr.
Roy desires to read this clause into the record. !

The Acring CuaalrRMaN: Will you read that into the record, Mr. Roy? = j

Chief Tom Roy, Northwest Angle Indians, recalled:

The Wirness: Yes. This will be in support of the clause I put in the record
last year, in June. This is from Indian Treaties and Surrenders, Volume 3.
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No. 4. That in case of all Indian Reserves go to be confirmed or here-
after selected. The waters within the lands laid out or to be laid out as
Indian Reserves in the said territory, including the land covered with
water lying between the projecting headlands of any lake or sheets of
water, not wholly surrounded by an Indian Reserve or Reserves, shall
be deemed to form part of such Reserve including islands wholly within
such headlands and shall not be subject to the public common right of
fishery by others than Indians of the Band to which the land belongs.

The Acring Cuamrman: That is all you wish to read into the record?
The Wirness: Yes.

By Mr. Lickers:
Q. Mr. Roy, you represent the Indians who are covered by the Northwest

Angle Treaty?—A. Yes.

Q. What is the main occupation of the Indians in that territory ?—A. Mostly
ﬁSh}ng, hunting and trapping. In the summer, they act as guides. Not all of the
ndians are guides, only those who have experience handle that job. They work
or the tourist camps.

Q. What about hunting and fishing rights. Do they do that under licence

fr.'om_ the provincial government?—A. Yes, they procure a licence from the pro-

Vlnm_a! government to fish. I stated in my presentation yesterday just what the

onditions are and the difficulties they have in their occupation of fishing. There

are strict regulations against the Indians.

At this point Mr. Brown resumed the chair.

Q. Are those regulations enforced on the reserve?—A. On the reserve, yes.

They are not, enforced on the land, of course, but nearby the reserves we are not

€ven allowed to set a net for our own use. These are the provincial regulations

Or restrictions.

I Q. Do they have licences which cover a definite area for a particular
Ddian?—A. That is for the band, not an individual. On my reserve, it would
€ for a band of 36. It is the same thing for the two or three bands under treaty

I 0. 3. The two bands of Shoal Lake Indians have one commercial fishing
1nce under the provincial game licence regulations. I do not know the actual

Qumber of members in those bands, but there would be about 40 members fishing

on this one licence. The Assabaska band also have a commerecial fishing licence.

€re would be about 30 families fishing on that licence. In my own band there
are 36 families on the one licence.

& Q. Is there a sufficient area covered by the licence so the Indians can make

0 alr return from the produce of the hunt?—A. No, there is nothing whatever
I the reserve from which to make their living so far as hunting and fishing

are concerned.

'Q. I mean, the area covered by the commercial licence, is that large
‘hough?_A. No, the acreage in the fishing grounds given to these bands of

n‘_ili}ns is not sufficient to make a living. There are 36 families trying to make

& llving from it and it is the same size as the area given to one white man.

iy Do you mean to say one white man will get an area the same size as that

otted to 33 Indians?—A. Yes, the same amount of water as a band of 36

Udians, 36 to 40. «

2 Q. What would be the average income per Indian from the produce sold

S & result, of the commercial fishing?—A. Last year the whole band of 36—I
Ust forget, now, but it was around $3,000.

2 Q. Around $3,000 for the whole of the 33?—A. Not for all, some made an
Verage of $300 and some just barely made a living from it.

i Q. Would you say that would be a fair average?—A. The fishing grounds
' not sufficient to make a decent living from it.
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Q. Would you say that $300 is a fair income for a family from fishing?=" =
A. Yes, that would be the answer to that. 3

Q. What about hunting?—A. In the reserves, you mean? :

Q. Yes—A. Of course, there is no income from hunting on the reserves.
That is for the Indians’ own use, for food. ]

Q. Do the Indians receive any income at all from trapping and selling
furs?>—A. Very little. 3

Q. How much?—A. I would not be able to say.

Q. You could not give us an estimate of that?—A. No, I do not know: q

Q). What about.schools? Have you got sufficient schools out there?—A. We
have only one Indian day school under treaty No. 3; that is, on our reserve.

Q. Are all the rest residential schools?—A. There are three residential
schools, two Catholie schools and one Protestant school. &

Q. What is your opinion as to whether you get better results from the day
school or from the residential schools?—A. I think we would have better results
from the day schools if we had good teachers.

Q. What about hospitalization? Have you got any hospitals?—A. Yes,
not on the reserve. We have a part-time doctor, as I mentioned in the submissiott
I made. He comes only once a year unless we call for him for emergencies. |

Mr. Lickers: That is all the questions I have.

The CuamrMAN: Thank you very much. Gentlemen, we have 35 minutes
left and we have five more witnesses. If it is your pleasure I am going to 2
that this witness retire and that we permit the questioning to be done by Mr.
Lickers and allow five minutes each. '

Mr. Case: Five minutes for each witness?
The CuHAIRMAN: Yes.
Mr. Case: I think that is a good idea.

By Mr. Bryce: RE |
Q. I should like to ask this witness as to the fishing licence that he mentioned:
Do you get that fishing licence from the government of the province 0%
Ontario?—A. Yes. g
Q. What do you pay for it?—A. $40 a year. &
Q. And any number of Indians can participate?—A. Yes. ;
Q. On that licence?—A. Yes, sir. .
Q. But you are limited to a certain area?—A. The same amount of area &

one white man. y

Q. Can you tell me if you have applied for additional licences?—A. Yesr
we have.

Q. And have you been refused?—A. We haye been.

Q. Did the department give you any reason for refusing you?—A. Yo |
mean Indian Affairs? ‘

Q. No.—A. The Department of Fisheries? i

Q. The Department of Fisheries of Ontario—A. There is a lot of toul.'l?f.
business around there, and they clamped down on these commercial fishing
licences. They put a stop to it. o
g Q. So you have no opportunity >—A. No opportunity to procure additional
icences.

Q. T do not want to get mixed up with the tourists coming in there. A€
these white men who have these licenses tourists who are visiting the area on #
fishing trip?—A. Yes, that is what I mean. 2
2 Q. You do not mean outfits fishing?—A. Not commercially, no; they are ju

shing. : : ;

g




" INDIAN ACT 1393

Q. I am glad I asked you that because I was not clear on that. Are there
many children on the reserves you represent who are not getting an education
) and who should be getting one? We will say between the age of 7 and 15,
;‘ Something like that?—A. I do not think there are any.
The Cmamman: Thank you very much, Mr. Roy. We appreciate your
~ ¢vidence very much. The next witness is Chief William Meawasige of the
Ll Manitoulin Island. If you have any others with you who would like to come
: orward we would appreciate it if they would take the stand now.

Mr. FarQuuar: Gentlemen of the committee, I might introduce these gentle-
men, Chief Meawasige is from Cutler in my constituency and Mr. Pelitier is
from Wikwemikong reserve on Manitoulin Island, one of the largest reserves in

>

E Wy riding. They lla\c already presented their brief. They are coming back for
questioning.
Mr. Lickers: On the Manitoulin Island what is the main occupation of the
: Indians?
| Mr. Peurrier: On our reserve it is mostly farming.
ﬁ-‘ v Mr. Lickers: Have they a farm instructor?
Mr. Peritier: Now and again he w ill come around. There is not one there

i all the time but now and again he will come around. There have been several
§ times we have had a man come around.

Mr. Lickers: Can you tell me the average income the Indians earn from
their farming?

Mr. Peurier: No. I avould have to make a rough guess on that.
- Mr. Case: Would you say they make a good living?
T Mr. Pourier: They make a good living, yes, sir.
; Mr. Lickers: They make a good living?
v Mr. Perrier: They make a fairly good living.

’ Mr. Lickers: Is there any provision made by the band or by the depart-
ment by which young people can get a piece of land and set up farming?

Mr. Perrier: Not that I know of.

Mr. Lickers: Has yvour band got any trust funds?

Mr. Prurier: Band funds?

Mr. Lickers: Yes.

Mr. Peurier: Yes, they have.

: Mr. Lickers: Do they use the interest from the band funds to improve their
1 Teserve?

Mr. Peurier: They do get loans from the band occasionally.

Mr. Lickers: Do you know of any deserving Indians who have not been
able to get loans? f

Mr. Prurier: No, sir.

Mr. Lickers: Suppose an Indian wanted to borrow some money how would
“he go about doing it?
r') ) Mr. Prurier: He would make an application to the band council for the

%an. Then he has to put up his property for security for the loan.

Mr. Lickers: Have they got sufficient land for everybody?
! laner' Perrier: Yes, I think so. It is a big reserve. I think there is sufficient
! The Vicn-CuamMman: (Mr. Matthews): A little louder, please.

- Mr. Lickers: Who gives final approval for the loans, the band or the
department here at Ottawa?
90036—3
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Mr. Perurier: The Indian Affairs Branch,
Mr. Lickers: Does it take very long to put these loans through?
Mr. Pevumier: Not very long.

Mr. Lickers: Are there any children on your reserve of school age who have: =

not an opportunity to go to school?

Mr. Peurier: I did not eateh that,

Mr. Lickers: Are there any children of school age who have no school
to go to?

Mr. PeLtier: Yes, quite a few of them. I would say around 75.

Mr. Lickers: About 75 children out of how many? How many children

have you there of school age?
Mr. Perrier: I would say there are about 75 who cannot go to any school
on account of living too far away.
Mr. Lickers: How many do go to school?
Mr. Peurier: Pardon?
Mr. Lickers: Do you know how many . do go to school?
Mr. Pertier: No, I could not say.

Mr. Lickers: What sort of schools do you have? Do you have residential
schools or day schools? ‘

» Mr. Peurier: Day schools.

Mr. Lickers: Are they denominational? Are they run by the church?

Mr. Peutier: No, I do not think so.

Mr. Lickers: And how far do these children who have no schools to g0
to live from the nearest school?

Mr. Peurier: There is one portion of the reserve known as South Bay

village. That would be about 16 miles from the village of Wikwemikong, There
is no school down there at all. T would figure there are 25 children in that section

of the reserve and they have no school.
Mr. Lickers: Where they have schools are the schools over-erowded.

Mr. Pevurier: They are all day schools, not residential schools.
Mr. Lickers: Are any of them over-erowded?
Mr. Pevutier: No.

Mr. Lickers: So that these 25 children you speak of could be taken to the

schools say by bus?
Mr. PeLmier: Yes, sir.
Mr. Lickers: Sixteen miles?
Mr. Peutier: Yes, sir.
Mr. Lickers: Are there roads to be able to go by bus?
Mr. Peurier: Yes, there is a fairly good road into South Bay.

Mr. Lickers: Have the council asked the department to provide a bus or
assist in providing a bus so that these children can go to school?

Mr. Peurier: No, sir.

Mr. Lirrie: Do you not consider sixteen miles is too far even if they did

have a bus?
Mr. Peurier: Yes, it is too far.

Mr. Case: Do any of your children go to the regular white schools?
Mr. Pevtier: No, they do not.

R i
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Mr. Brunenie: You spoke of a farm instructor. Does he come to your
reserve when you invite him or does he come only when he sees fit?

Mr. Pevrier: It is quite a few years since he has been there, and I think he
was called there by the Indian council.

Mr. BruneLLe: He was invited.

Mr. Pertier: Yes.

Mr. BrunenLe: Does he usually come only when he is invited?

Mr. Peurier: As far as T know.

Mr. Farquuar: T should like to ask Chief Meawasige if their trapping
licences at Cutler are interfered with much?

Mr. MeawasiGe: Yes.

Mr. Farquuar: By the provineial authorities?

Mr. MpawasiGe: Yes.

Mr. Farquuar: Have any of the whites been given any of the traplines
O0wned by the Indians in that section?

Mr. Meawasice: Yes.

Mr. FarQuHAR: Any in recent years?

Mr. MEAwASIGE: Yes. ;

The CuamrMAN: Sorry, gentlemen, the time has expired for these witnesses.
Do you mind, Mr. Farquhar?

The next witness is Henry Jackson.

Thank you very much, gentlemen; we appreciate your coming here. We
Will have more to say about that later.

Mr. Henry Jackson, recalled:

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. You presented a rather full brief yesterday, Mr. Jackson. I have just -
4 couple of questions to ask you. Are you in favour of having denominational
Schools or public schools?—A. Public schools.

Q. That is what you have now?—A. Yes.

Q. Have you got any residential schools in your reserve?—A. On Christian
Island we have two schools, yes.

Q. Are they both church schools?—A. Yes. The teacher of the Protestant

- School is actually a preacher of the United Church.

Q. Have you any residential schools in that area at all?>—A. No.
Q. I think you said the only Protestant school was a children’s school?—
es.
" Q. Are there any children on your reserve who have no school to which
) g0?—A. Well, you see the village is so situated that we haven’t very far
to go, about half a mile or a mile. ‘ ;
Q. And they all have an opportunity of going to school?—A. Yes.
Q. Have any of them been able to go to high school there?—A. Yes.
Q. Do they get assistance from the department?—A. I believe they do.
Q. Now then, I do not think that you covered the question of the sale
of liquor; are you in favour of the Indian being able to buy liquor?—A. From
90036—33
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my investigations into that subjeet in Ontario, and I have visited pretty near =
every reserve in the pravinee of Ontario, except the small ones, it scems to me
that the people would like to have liquor. \ .
Mr. Case: Did you say they would like to have liquor; or would they =
like to have the privilege of purchasing it the same as anyone else?
The Wirness: The same as any other class of citizen. g

By Mr. Lickers: -

Q. Are there any farms on your reserve?—A. There are a few farms. A

Q. Have you a farming instructor?—A. No.

Q. What about timber rights?—A. We have two islands opposite Christian
Island which have timber on them and most of our livelihood is in the cutting =
of timber. b

Q. Have you vour own mill?>—A. We have a sawmill, I should say we had =
a sawmill, but it was an out-of-date affair and we haven’t got very good ==
. lumber, so we have not been getting the market price for our product. :

Q. How much timber did you sell last year?—A. I would say about
nearly a million feet. i

Q. How much did you get for it?—A. I think we are getting $25 for the =
maple, beech, birch and that type of timber; and then I believe that for the =
rest of it we got around $10.

Q. Was that divided up among the people on the reserve?—A. No. Sup-
posing I have'a permit—I had a permit—and I go and get one or two to
work with me and whatever we make that is our money.

Q. That is your own money?—A. Yes.

By Mr. Farquhar:

Q. Who sells your lumber?—A. We have to operate on the island in the
winter time and we have to get a permit from the Indian department and on that
form we put in the name of the buyer. '

Mr. Case: In other words, you sell by contract?

The Wrrngess: Oh, yes. :

The CuamrMAN: I am very sorry, but that is all the time we have. Thank
you very much.

Mr. Telford Adams, will you come forward please. Have you anyone with
you, Mr. Adams; and I understand you represent the Indians from Walpole
Island and Kettle Island. : 34

Mr. Bryce: Pardon me, Mr. Chairman; I think Mr. Little was under a little
misapprehension about the questioning. He is partieularly interested in this
delegation and I think he wanted to ask some questions. i

The CuamrMan: I am sorry, but that was the agreement concurred in by
the committee, whether you like it or not.

Mr. Bryce: We didn’t start until after quarter past four.

The CuatRMAN: I am sorry. I would be glad to give you five hours, if any-
one wants to take it, and we can find a room in which we can carry on; but you
all know that we must be out of this room by five o’clock. A ]

Mr. MarraEws: I would suggest that Mr. Little be allowed to ask his
questions. EOE L

- Mr. BrackMmore: We might hear Mr. Adams, and félen if there is time after -
that you can recall Mr. Jackson. ' i

The Caamman: Will Mr. Adams come fotward, please.
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Mr. Telford Adams, recalled:

Mr, Bryce: The whole arrangement is rather unsatisfactory, Mr. Chairman.

The Crmamrman: I agree with you about its being absolutely unsatisfactory;
but, what are we going to do about it? I have made it plain all the way through
that we are on a time limit and we have already extended it by one hour.

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. Mr. Adams, you were to present a further brief?—A. I haven’t got
it at hand.

Q. I think you told us you were going to get out another one, a supple-
mentary ?—A. We will send it to you, if that is satisfactory.

Q. And you want it put on the record?—A Yes.

Q. You have had some difficulty there in connection with the amalgamation
of the reserves?—A. Yes, at Stoney Point.

Q. Has that not been satisfactorily fixed up yet?—A. Not to my knowledge.
That is one of our complaints and we have been trying to get it settled.

Q. Do you want to tell us about that at the present time?—A. I gave an
outline of that to you yesterday. - Stoney Point, Kettle Island and Walpole are
toncerned. We take in twenty-five reserves there altogether, embracing some
2,200,000 acres of land held for our exclusive use and enjoyment. As far as

toney Point is concerned, I read to you yesterday' that they were asked to

Surrender that piece of ground and the government went in an undemocratic
Wway about it. .

Q. So what you want at the present time is a safeguard so that the council
Will have the full say in connection with the sale of their lands and the keeping
of ﬁlleil' lands?—A. Tt is the wish of these people of Kettle Point and of Stoney

oint to demand the return of this reservation and to have the rent which is due

Paid to us, along with damages.

Q. Are there any children on your reserve or any reserves in southwestern
Ontario for which you are speaking that have no school to go to?—A. Well in
- Kettle Point the senior class has not had a teacher since last June and I think
1t was only this last week that a teacher came.

, lQ. That is all the schooling that they have had during this term?—A. That
18 all.

" The Cmamman: There is a letter here from the Walpole Island Indians,
Signed by Wallace Soney, H. B. Williams, and Frank Blackburn. It states
that Mr. Adams apparently was appointed by this committee to represent that
reserve. I want to correct that. Mr. Adams was chosen because of his geographic
location. We do not appoint any person to represent any group of persons.
Groups of persons appoint their own representatives but what we had to do was

name somebody who could help us in our deliberations by explaining as
accurately as possible the conditions in that area. With your permission I would

.hke to file this letter from these people. I do not think it is necessary to put
1 the clipping of the Windsor Star. Is that agreed?

Agreed.
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Hon. Don F. Brown, M.P.
Chairman of the Joint Committee,
Senate and House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Hon. Sir: T am enclosing a clipping from the Windsor Star which
was taken from an issue dated May 15, 1947. This clipping is self
explanatory in so much that it states that Telford Adams an ex-chief of
Sarnia Reserve has been named to represent several Reserves before
the Parliamentary Committee at Ottawa.

One of the reserves mentioned is Walpole Island, and it is about
this matter that I am writing; I as one of the elected councillors of the
reserve, my other councillors have approached me, to state this matter
before your honourable body, that the above mentioned does not represent
Walpole Island, but merely represents that portion of the Reserve,
affiliated with the North American Brotherhood, and making this state-
ment as a member of the Walpole Island Amalgamated Band, that no-
General Council ever was called to deal with the matter of a representative
to your Committee, and that therefore the claims set forth in the enclosed
clipping are not true.

Dated May 20, 1947.
Signed,

Wallace SONEY
Councillor

H. B. WILLIAMS
s Councillor

Frank BLACKBIRD
: Councillor

Mr. Case: You heard Mr. Henry Jackson speak yesterday about the
organization of the Indians of Ontario and he handed in a list of those members.

Are you people members of the Union of Ontario Indians?
The WiTNEss: Yes.

By the Chairman:

Q. What is the name of the man who is with you?—A. Walter Sands.

Q. Is he a member of the Union of Ontario Indians?—A. Yes he is.

Q. Thank you very much Mr. Adams, we will now have Chief Big Canoe.
Mr. CastLEpEN: Is there not to be any questioning of these gentlemen?

The CuamrMan: What we had agreed on before you came in, Mr, Castleden,

was that Mr. Lickers would put all the questions on behalf of the committee,
in view of the fact that we have to be out of this room by 5.00 o’clock. We
wanted a certain-amount of questioning of all the remaining witnesses.

Mr. Bryce: Is it really necessary that.we be out of this room here at 5.00

o’clock?

The CuARMAN: It is necessary that we leave this room at 5.00 o'clock.
Mr. Bryce: The next meeting that takes place in thig room is at 6.10 p.m. &

The CramrMAN: I am informed it is about 6.00 p.m.

Mr. Bryce: 6.10 pm. We could give these representatives the time t0
which they are entitled if we stayed until 5.30 p.m.

The CuArMAN: I am sorry but 1 have given my solemn undertaking that
this committee will vacate this room at 5.00 p.m.
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Mz. Bryce: I move the motion that you go and tell them that we will not
be out of here until 5.30 p.m.

The CrARMAN: I am sorry I cannot do that.

Mzr. Bryce: These witnesses cannot come here every day.

The CuamrMAN: We should have thought of that when we were putting
those useless questions. I am not referring to you, Mr. Bryce or to any individual,
but there has been a lot of repetition and a lot of useless questioning.

tMr. Bryce: You have to sift it down to find out whether you have any
meat,.

Mr. Buackmore: Could we not go on with the plan that we have undertaken
and if there is some time left afterwards we can devote it to questioning.

Mr. Castuepen: I only want to say this. There are 36,000 Indians in the
brovince of Ontario and it is unfortunate that we cannot give them the time.

The CrarmaN: We have given them the equivalent of five days now.

Mr. Castuepen: Pardon?

The CuarmaN: This is the fifth meeting we have had with these Indians
from Ontario.

. Mr. Castuepen: In dealing with the other meetings which we have had,
If you will allow me to continue, one of the principles was that all the Indians
Wwould be given a full opportunity to present their case to the committee, and the
Committee in turn was to be given full opportunity of questioning the Indians.
I would like to suggest, Mr. Chairman, if possible at all, that we extend the
'hearings to some other time if we cannot get through today. We could extend
1t over until tomorrow or next week in order to see that the voice of the Indians
from Ontario be heard properly by this committee. :

. Mr. Case: T think that is all very fine and we are getting in a lot of
evidence but I think Mr. Castleden we must all agree that we could stay here
until doomsday and never have it all. All we can get is an outline. A 1ot of
the reserves in Ontario have been visited and we are trying to do our best to give
them an opportunity of saying what they wish but there is no limit to this. We
could hear every Indian in Ontario.

Mr. Brackmore: Could we not get on with what we have already decided?
We are wasting time here with talk.

The Cuamman: The committee is the governor of its own actions.
Mr. Bracrmore: I wish that Mr. Lickers would go on.

Telford Adams, called:

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. Mr. Adams, you told me yesterday you would like to make some further
Temarks. Would you like to do that now or would you like to have me ask
Questions instead?—A. T would rather invite questions but there is a particular
Matter on treaty number 18 of volume 1. :

Q. All right, go ahead and tell us about it—A. I have no facts and I would

- like to make reference to the treaty to which we were a party on the 17th of

ctober 1818. It is found in volume 1 of the “Treaties.” There is a clause there
Under which our people were supposed to have been given £1,200 of currency in
800ds at'the Montreal prices forever. We are not very clear on that and we
Ope to get it cleared up. :
Q. What number treaty was that?—A. Volume 1, number 18.
Q. T suppose we could make a note of that and go into it.



1400 SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

The Cuamrmax: The subcommittee on treaties could look into that. :

Mr. CastrLEpEN: I think there is a copy of that in the library and I think
he should be given an opportunity to read the clause in that tr eaty to which he
refers. What is the number again?

The Wirxess: Volume 1, number 18.

Mr. Farquuar: Have you that on the record?

The CuamrMan: No. Have you any other statement you would like to g
make, Chief Big Canoe?
The Wrr~ess: There is another treaty that we would like to have reviewed.
It was in 1923, with regard to fishing rights in the waters adjacent to our =
reserve. There has been a little trouble at times with the provincial game -
warden going in and taking a net, say within a mile or half a mile of the reserve. =
We are not very clear on whether we have any rights, or whether at the time
of the treaty the waters adjacent to the reserve were surrendered. We want to
know whether when the lands around the reserve were surrendered it 1ncluded
~ the waters adjacent to the reserve.
Mr. Brackmore: Could we have that treaty read now?

The Wrirness: Do you want me to read the whole thing?

By the Chairman:

Q. If you will address the chair we will know what is going on, otherwise =
it will be of no value—A. It is at the bottom of the page. ’

Q. What are you reading from?—A. Treaty number 18, page 47.

Q. What volume?—A. Volume 1.

Q. Of what?

Mr. Lickers: “Indian Treaties and Surrenders.”

The CuamrMaN: “Indian Treaties and Surrenders.”

And the said William Claus, in behalf of His Majesty, does hereby
promise and agree to pay to the said Nation of Indians inhabiting as
above mentioned, yearly and every year for ever, the said sum of twelve
hundred pounds currency in goods at the Montreal price, which sum the
said Chiefs and Principal People parties hereunto acknowledge as a full
consideration for the Lands hereby sold and conveyed to His Majesty.

Q. What you want is an accounting of that?—A. Yes.

Mr. Hoey: I may save a little discussion if I make this statement that that 7:
was capitalized later on by agreement and formed the present basis of the trust
fund of your band. It is all on record.

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. When was that other treaty made?—A. I believe it is October and I
believe it is 1923.
Q. And whom was that made between?—A. The Chippewas of the
Georgian, Snake Island, Christian Island and Rama reserves.
Q. You want that matter looked into?—A. Yes.

By Mr. Case:
Q. Are you Indians members of the Ontario Union of Indians?—A. No, we
are not.

By Mr. Blackmore:

Q. That was a dominion treaty to which reference was made in 1923?—
A. Yes,
Q. An Indian department treaty?—A. Yes.

The CuarMAN: Thank you. Now, who is the next delegatlon‘?
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Mark Pine (Shingwauk) called:

. _The Wrrness: I am accompanied by Chief William Pine. The tribal name
18 Shingwauk. And we are accompanied by Daniel Shingwauk and Fred
Shingwauk.

By the Chaiwrman:

. Q. Apparently you were not here yesterday?—A. Yes, we were here
Yesterday.

Q. When I called your name you were not here—A. That was last night.
We did not know there was a meeting last night.

Q. Were you not here when the meeting adjourned at 6 o’clock?—A. We
Wwere here at 11 o’clock.

Q. Were you here at 4 o’clock in the afternoon?—A. No.

Q. Were you here at 1 o’clock when we adjourned?—A. Yes, today.

Q. No, yesterday at 1 o’clock?—A. No.

Q. Where did you go to; because we called you last night and would have
been glad to give you an opportunity to present any material you wanted to
Present. You are not one of the delegates who have been named to attend this

Comnglittee‘ Have you a brief to present?—A. I will place these things on the
record.

The Cramrman: I have sent a messenger to find out if there is some other
Toom we can get in which to continue our meeting.

Mr. Case: The chief has handed me some medals, and I would like to have

Htril explain these medals because I am sure he does not want to leave them
With us.

The Wrrness: I will pass the medals around to the members so they can
. See them. -

~ The Cuamman: The medals are all described on this sheet of paper here
Which will become part of our record. The chief has presented for inspeetion
medals that are described here and we also have the credentials of these men and
We have a brief from the Garden River band of the Ojibway tribe situated in
the Garden River reserve, which is presented by the chief and council.

THREE MEDALS IN POSSESSION OF CHIEF WILLIAM E. SHINGWAUK
AND HIS BROTHER DANIEL SHINGWAUK OF THE GARDEN
RIVER BAND OF OJIBWAY INDIANS, SAULT STE. MARIE.

1. Issued by King George III to Chief Shingwauk. This represents the
Tecognition by the Crown of services rendered to the English cause in the war
0f 1812, Chief Shingwauk’s name is included in the list of “Renowned Chippewa

hiefs” who served in this war. The Indians have rested their confidence in the
Iepresentation of an Indian head on the King’s breast, which promises them
hat he has taken them under his protection and will provide for their needs.

2. Queen Victoria. This medal was struck in 1848 and issued to those mem-

b.ers of the British Army who served in the long war of 1793-1814. The inscrip-

on on the rim of the medal shows that this medal was awarded to Chief

mgwaukonce for his military aid. The Indians have regarded this medal as

& 8ign of the gratitude of the Great White Mother to her Indian children and
€r promise of protection and care.

R 3. This medal was issued to the Chief in 1860 after the signing of the
A obinson Huron Treaty in 1850. It is a symbol of the promise of the Crown
0 fulfil the conditions of the Treaty. .
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GARpEN RIvER, ONT.
May 21st, 1947.

To whom it may concern:

This is to certify that William E. Shingwauk (Chief), Mark Shingwauk, =
Daniel Shingwauk, Frederick Shingwauk have been appointed delegates by the s
Chief and (Jouncﬂ of the Garden River Reserve in session to appear before the:
Special Joint Committee on Indian Affairs,

Signed, WILLIAM E. SHINGWAUK,

C hief.

MARK SHINGWAUK ani
FRED SHINWAUK o
BOB BELLEAU 1

THE INCORPORATED SYNOD OF THE DIOCESE OF ALGOMA R
SYNOD OFFICE ¥

Rev Canon F. W. Colloton, B.A., BD.,
Secretary-Treasurer

Savur StE. MARIE, ONTARIO,
19th May, 1947.
To Whom it may Concern:

The bearers of this letter, Daniel Pine and Mark Pine, brother and son =
respectively of Chief Wllham Pine of Garden River Indian Reserve, are
visiting Ottawa in connection with the meeting of the Joint Committee of the
Senate and the House of Commons appointed to consider the Indian Act. 't

They are direct descendants of Chief Shingwaukoons (“Little Pine”), who
was Chief of the Ojibways early in the last century, and served with distinction
in the defence of Canada in the War of 1812-14. !

Any courtesies extended to them will be deeply appreciated by them and
by the authorities of the Diocese of Algoma. ?

Fred W. Colloton,
Secretary-Treasurer.
(4, 5, 6 pasted)

If it is your pleasure we will adjourn to room 497 immediately and continue . -
our investigation.

The committee resumed in room 497.

The Cuamrman: Would it be in order to take this brief as presented, since
these delegates are not official delegates? Then, we could let Mr. Lickers questlon b5
the delegates. Is that agreeable?

Mr. Casge: Agreed.

BRIEFS OF THE GARDEN RIVER BAND OF THE OJIBWAY
TRIBE SITUATED ON THE GARDEN RIVER RESERVE,
ONTARIO.

PreseNTED BY THE CHIEF AND CoOUNCIL 3
Delegates: William E. Shingwauk, Chief; Mark Shingwauk, Daniel

Shingwauk, Frederick Shingwauk, direct descendants of Chief Shingwau-
/ koons, who signed the Robinson Treaty in 1850. o
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We the treaty members of the Garden River band of the Ojibway
tribe having made a study of the Indian act together with the different
treaties made with our forefathers, especially the Robinson treaty, do
hereby present our findings.

We do not ask for the impossible. We ask only that truth and
justice be accorded us in keeping with the feelings of God and humanity.
In the words of the greatest Teacher who ever lived we ask that our
white brothers will “Render unto Ceasar the things that are Ceasar’s
and unto God the things that are God’s” and unto the Indian the things
that are the rights and properties of the Indian.

Part One. Treaties and Leases.

There exists a feeling amongst us that our treaties are not being dis-
charged by the government in the way they were meant to be. Our
treaties ‘were made in good faith but in various ways our privileges and
rights have been encroached upon or set aside completely. Along with
the treaty the case history should be studied. The purpose of the treaty
was to promote progress. We should have full assurance by word and
deed that our full rights will not be molested. :
~ We would ask, therefore, that you consider the following points and
Incorporate them in your findings.

Extracts from the Robinson Huron Treaty September 9, 1850.

The parties of the second part also agree, that in the case the Gov-
ernment of this Province should before the date of this agreement have
sold, or bargained to sell, any mining locations, or other property on the
portions of the territory hereby reserved for their use; then and in that
case, such sale, or promise of sale shall be perfected by the Government
if the parties claiming it shall have fulfilled all the conditions upon which
locations were made, and the amoéunt aceruing therefrom shall be -paid
to the tribe to whom the Reservation belongs.

The reservation at Garden River is the largest and perhaps of most
value, but as it is occupied by the most numerous band of Indians, and
from its locality (nine miles from the Sault) is likely to attract others
to it, I think it was right to grant what they expressed a desire to retain.
There are two mining locations at this place, which should not be finally
disposed of unless by the full consent of Shinguacouse and his band; they
are in the heart of the village and show no indications of mineral wealth,
they are numbered 14 and 15 on the small map appended to Messrs.
Anderson and Vidal’s report. I pledged my word on the part of the
Government, that the sale of these locations should not be completed, and
as the locatees have not, I believe, complied with the conditions of the
Crowns Lands Department there can be no difficulty in cancelling the
transaction. ;

(1) That there be a full investigation of leases on this reserve.
Especially the Rankin location which was to be a tract of 196 acres and
sold for 40 cents an acre in 1865 which was fifteen years after the sign-
ing of the Robinson treaty. This tract now embraces 4,000 acres which
is being settled by white people. Why were we not paid for it? We feel
that this extra acreage should revert to our reserve. At what time was
Squirrel Island sold and to whom and for how much? Locations were
leased to certain parties on conditions which specified the employment
of Indians and therefore improvement of conditions on the reserve. In
several instances the promises made by the lessee have never been ful-
filled. Lands have been stripped of timber and left. Mills were burnt
and abandoned. In this connection we have in mind the Marble Quarry,
Victoria Mine and the Fry location.
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(2) That the Gunshot treaty be recognized and a copy of it sent-"'
to each provincial game warden.

(3) That the Jay treaty be recognized and authorized copies be
sent to immigration officials at border points. 2|

(3) That there be enforcement of No. 34 of the Indian Act. Thez o
reserve was set aside for the use of the treaty Indian of the Garden -
River band. Here we have non-treaty and non-transmissible Indians
and white people all availing themselves of the same privilege as to
hunting, fishing, lumbering, small farma as should be allowed only to &
treaty Indian.

4. We maintain that the only white people who should be allowed
to reside on the reserve are the missionary or teacher and his family.

Part Two. Education, Health and Welfare. 1

(1) That there be an investigation of school buildings. Some aré
poorly lighted, heated and ventilated. Every school should have & =
basement where children could play on rainy days. It should have
indoor toilets of the semi-flush type such as we see in the country 1
schools around. ‘

|
|

oot

En

(2) Teachers should be fully qualified and should be required to
submit themselves for periodic medical examination.
(3) The home conditions of the children should be studied so that =
children will be better fed, clothed and housed than at present. This
is the foundation of educa,non =
4. That vaccination and inoculation be made compulsory for =
every school child and all doctors should be forced, by law if necessary, =
to see that this is carried out. '-51
5. No child should be allowed to attend school or mingle with other-_‘ i
children if he has any communicable disease and more especially =
tuberculosis. A
6. Hospitalization of tubercular patmnt& should be compulsory and

it should be the duty of the doctor and agent to enforce the law. i
7. Indians should be allowed to choose their own doctor. We are in

a position here where the doctor will not come when he is called. He =
holds his job and draws his salary whether he works or not. He haS‘“ft{
too many city patients who pay better therefore he has no time 0 =
3

patience for those of us who are sick.
8. There should be increased rations for aged or sick Indians. The
weekly amount now given we find is quite inadequate to supply a ment

for a failing or capricious appetite. {

9. The teachers who dispense drugs should be given a course in first

d

l

aid, medicine and home nursing. When we are sick we have to depend:,'._:
on the dispenser as the doctor will not visit. o

10. Projects should be encouraged on the reserve. Tourist campsr
snack bars, market gardening, small fruits, small factory, or sawmill
This reserve is admirably situated for any or all of these projects.

11. The land is suitable for farming only in small strips and areas.
This would have to be done on a small scale and we would need helP o
in the purchase of machinery, horses and some grade stock. b

12. Encouragement should be given in the growing of a gardeﬂ‘
by each family. Grants to cover cost of seeds, and wire for fencing
should be granted each family annually especially to a family wheré
there are children. A community root cellar should be built where thosé
who have no cellars could store their root crops. -

13. Race prejudice must be eliminated. This would have to be doneé
by the teachers and missionaries. In very few instances the tezawhel‘s

-~
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and missionaries do not show any superiority over us. It is usual for
them to encourage us to cultivate an inferiority complex in -childhood
which is hard to eradicate when we are older. More publicity should
be given to the work being done on the reserves and the people should
be encouraged to show a Christian attitude toward the Indian.

Part Three. General. :

(1) 'T'here should be a changed status and attitude of the Indian
agent. We know that the business between the Indians and the Crown
must be transacted through an agent. We feel, however, that the position
of agent hereis more of a dictatorship rather than the agent of a depart-
ment of a democratic government. At different times resolutions passed
by our council have never reached Ottawa. Our chief and councillors
should conduct the government of the reserve. They should have the
say as to who should get relief, grants, loans instead of the agent. At
the time of the making of the treaties our forefathers were considered
capable of self-government. There should be more reason now, owing
to years of education, why they should be capable of handling their own
affairs.

The Indian agent should be a man who can prove that he knows the
rudiments of farming. He should have a pleasing helpful personality
and know how to get along with people. Above all he should be sympa-
thetic to the Indian in his aims and aspirations to a place in life such
as is enjoyed by his white brethren.

(2) We should have some way of presenting our grievances direct
to Ottawa. When they are forwarded through the agent, which is now
the law, they are not dealt with. If we do not get a square deal from
the agent how can we report it if we have no recourse except to the
agent himself. The system borders on tyranny of the middle ages.

(3) The department should make an annual financial report to
our chief and council. We have no report or record of moneys collected
in land dues, timber dues, or rent. And no report of money expended by
the band; therefore we have no idea how we stand financially. The
modern Indian is no longer a child. He knows that large companies and
organizations have an auditing or an accounting once a year.

(4) Dues are being charged here where no government scaler is
in evidence. Company secalers operate and no report is ever received as
to the amount of dues collected by the Indian department. We believe
we are entitled to know the results of this part of our business.

(5) Indian veterans should have the same privileges as white
veterans. They were ready and willing to give their lives side by side
with the white men therefore they should be.given the same gratuities
and favours as the white veteran with no strings attached as to loss of
treaty rights, ete. :

(6) The amount now paid to chief and councillors should be raised.
If they were paid a little more it would be an incentive for them to
spend more time attending to the affairs of the reserve.

(7) We would ask that the chief and councillors be allowed to
choose their own reserve constable. At the present time the constable
is a junior officer of the. mounted police and appointed by the Civil
Service. We have nothing to say as to his actions after he is appointed.
We would ask for your consideration.

By My. Lickers:
Q. You come under the Robinston and Huron Treaties, do you?—A. Yes.
Q. T notice on page 2 of your brief you are asking for a full investigation of

the leases on your reserve. How many leases have been signed without your
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consent?—A. With regard to this particular loeation, shortly after the treaty was =
made in 1850, it seems there were 196 acres out of these 4,000 acres sold. Theny =
the balance of that, we have to-day. We own that particular portion. :

Q. You want that particular question investigated?—A. Yes. /

Q. What about the Gunshot treaty? When was that made?—A. Just 8=
minute. There is another one connected with this, particularly the Fry location.
The Fry location has been surrendered years ago, but on this particular point
there is a white man has built a cottage, and we believe it is on the Indian
reservation.

Q. Do you know this white man’s name?—A. Mr. Chambers.

Q. You want that question looked into as well?—A. Yes.

Q). What about the Gunshot treaty? When was that?

Mr. Davien SHINGWAUK: We bring this up because we want our fullS
rights. We are original treaty Indians. We want our rights and privileges =
according to our treaties.

Mr. Lickers: That is your hunting and fishing privileges?

Mr. DanieL SHINGWAUK: Yes. We have so many different members who
were admitted into the band that it takes these privileges away from us.

Mr. Lickers: Who admitted them into the band?

Mr. Danien SHINGWAUK: 1 do not know.

Mr. Case: Are they Indians? :

Mr. DanieL SHINGWAUK: Half breeds. They are being brought in there
not through the chief and council and members. I do not know how they are
being brought in there. We want to find out.

Mr. Lickers: Have you any trust funds with the government here? |

Mr. DANIEL SHINGWAUK: Yes. : 3

Mr. Lickers: Do they share in them? i

Mr. DanieL SHINGWAUK: Yes, they are taking the largest share of that.
The treaty Indian is being pretty nearly left out. :

Mr. Lickers: Have you a list of all the Indians who belonged to your band at
the time the treaty was signed? X

Mr. DaxieL SHINGWAUK: The original treaty was burned Those medals
went through the fire. They were burned, too. The home burned and our treaty
was destroyed. We have those original members who belonged to the band at
the time the treaties were made.

Mr. Lickers: I am trying to find out how long ago it was that these people
who have been put on the band membership were first put on?

Mr. Danten SHINGWAUK: That is since ten years.

Mr. Lickers: The last ten years.

Mr. DanieL SHINGWAUK : -The last ten years.

Mr. Lickers: Did any of those members at any time apply to the chief and
council to be admitted? , ;

Mr. DANIEL SHINGWAUK: No. -

Mr. Lickers: Who notified the chief and council they were members of the
band? Who told you that? Vi

Mr. DANIEL SHINGWAUK: Affer they got in the band we found out they were
in the band. P,

Mr. Lickers: Who told you that?

Mr. Danier SHINGWAUK: They had treaty cards. That is how we came
to know that. Vo

i o g
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Mr. Lickers: From where were the treaty cards issued?
Mr. DanieL SHINGWAUK: The Indian office in Sault Ste. Marie.
Mr. Lickers: The Indian office at Sault Ste. Marie?
Mr. DANIEL SHINGWAUK: Yes.
Mr. Lickers: You have not yet given me the date of the Gunshot treaty.
You say on page 2 of your brief:
“That the Gunshot treaty be recognized and a copy of it sent to each
provineial game warden.”
I want the date of that so that we can check it.

The Caamrmanx: Can Mr. Maclnnes help us there?

Mr. MacInnis: We will have a copy of the book of Indian treaties and
surrenders. It is volume one. As a matter of fact, I might say to the best of
my knowledge the Gunshot treaty does not relate to this group. There is
nothing on this hunting question in the Gunshot treaty. I think it is the
Robinson treaty of which they are speaking. I think it is not the Gunshot
treaty they have in mind.
~ Mr. Lickers: They referred to it here and I am trying to get that
mformation.

By Mr. Lickers:
Q. Have you the privilege of crossing over to the United States?—A. Yes,

- We have that privilege of going across and working there say at Ford’s. Some-

times we have a little trouble going across or getting work over there. We have
the full right to go back and forth and work over there.

A Q. You claim that right under the Jay treaty, do you?—A. Yes, the Jay
reaty. : :

Q. I guess you had better ask the defence league if you cannot get into their

Organization. Are there any children on your reserve who have no school to

80 to?—A. Not to my knowledge. We have two schools on the reserve, one
an Anglican school and one a Catholic school. T could not give you the figures
4 to how many children are going to school, but what I was going to say is
Where we live it is six miles from the reserve. It is a reservation, but it is six
Wiles away. There are only three or four famlies there and there are only four
childen that go to school. They have to walk three miles to a white school.
hat is all T know about the children. I believe the children all go to school.
€ schools are in the central part of the reservation.
. Q. Are there many people on your reserve who still adhere to the old
Original heliefs?—A. Religion? :
R Q. Yes?—A. Yes, we all do. In fact, there are two groups of us there,
Oman Catholic and Anglican, so we all believe in that faith that was taught us.

By Mr. Case:
Q. Your original faith?—A. Yes.

By Mr. Lickers: ' :

M Q. Do the parents object to sending their children to either one of the two
Qc 00ls?>—A. To my understanding each denomination has its own day school
S0 the two parties will not be mixed up. That is why there are two schools there.

Q. Would you rather have your schools under the church?—A. What I

vzoauLd like to see is school trustees and higher paid teachers, high class qualified
chers, ‘
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Q. How about taking the schools away from the church; do you want that? P
—A. I would not go into that very strong. .1 think the chureh is doing very
good work, so far as my knowledge goes.

Q. You still want to have the “chureh run them but you want higher qua.llty
teachers?—A. Yes. I would like for us to have better education for the children.s
I am right behind that one hundred per cent. Gl

Q. “Once they get out of the public school deces the department help them =8
to go to high school?—A. Not to my knowledge. This last summer I noticed - cl
that one of our boys started to go to high scheol. That was just this last
summer, That is all I know that is going. ' .

Q. Is the department helping him?—A. I do not know. by

Q. So ther is only the one person on your reserve going to secondary ~chool i
high school?—A. To my knowledge. :

Q. How many chil [dren have you got attending at the school?—A. That i8
pretty hard to say. There quite a few children, twenty-five or thirty.

Mr. Case: How many families are there on your reserve? - e
The Writness: Oh, it is a big reserve.
Mr. Buackmore: Mr. Chairman, I am not sure that these people understood

to what Mr. Lickers referred when he asked them about thur native 1ehglon,
whether they tinderstood what he meant by the term he used, “aboriginal beliefs”.

o
o
|
The Witness: You meant Indian religion? ’
Mr. Lickers: Yes. J

=4
|
|
4

The Witness: No, we don’t follow that.

Mr. Lickers: Have you any people who belong to the Indian religion?
The Wirness: No, we all belong to churches.

The Cramrman: In other words, you are all Christians? o
The Wirness: Yes, we are all either Protestants or Catholies. 7

By Mr. Lickers:
Q. What about family allowance on your reserve? Is everybody getting
that?—A. To the best of my knowledge they are. 4
Q. Does that help the attendance at school, do you know?—A. It helps i
a great deal in getting clothing, provisions and that sort of thing. That is pretty
hard to get. l\
Q. Have you any doctors up there?—A. Yes, we are supposed to have %
a doctor but he doesn’t come very often; we don’t see him very much. We have
a lot of trouble with our doctor. I had a case the day before T left. I tried to
get a doctor for an old lady who is very sick and she didn’t want to go to hospital.
Between the three of us we tried to get the doctor to come up to Garden, and wé
brought him up to where I live—
The CuarMaN: Where do you live? ' 1]
The Wrrness: Echo river, that is on the Indian reserve. o
The CuarmaN: How far is it to the hospital? -
The Wirness: It is nine miles from Garden, and fifteen miles from where &
I live.
The CHAIRMAN: 1 mean, from where she was. a4
The Witness: Nine miles. The doctor did not respond and come down. He W
told us to take her to the hospital so that is where she landed, in hospital. 4

By Mr. Farquhar: )
Q. You have no hospital on the reserve? That is the Soo hospital you Would
go to? What is the name of the doctor?—A. I don’t know. _
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Q. Is he a full-time doctor for the Indians or a part-time doctor?
Mr. Danien Suinewavk: He is full time, as far as I know.

The CuaamrmaN: You only had 384 altogether, according to the 1944 census,
On your reserve.

Mr. Lickers: He is only a part-time doctor isn’t he? On page 9 of your
brief you say “he has too many city patients who pay better therefore he has not
much time or patience for those of us who are sick.” 1 assume he must be a
part-time doctor.

The Wirngss: I can explain that. It costs a good bit of money for a poor
Indian to take a bus and go down to the Soo to see the doctor; and if they have
to stay there four or five hours to try and see the doctor—sometimes you have
to go home without seeing him. I have had that experience myself. I went there
a couple of times to see the doctor,—and you have so many white people who
have appointments ahead of you that you have no time; and you have to pay
for the bus; and if you miss the bus it costs you $2.50 for a taxi to take you
back home. That is the trouble we have with our doctor. The only time you
can see a doctor is when you are in hospital and you have to take a bed there and
stay there and you see a doctor in the morning, I suppose.

By Mr. Laickers: ,

Q. What do you do on your reserve to make a living?—A. Our living is
mostly mixed; a little bit of farming, labour and lumbering.

Q. Have you got some timber on your reserve?—A. Yes.

Q. Does the band sell it?—A. We cut it individually. Each member gets
& permit to cut so many logs. The number that we are allowed to cut is indicated
on our permit and then we sell it to a buyer.

Q. And the individual gets the money for it?—A. Yes. .

Mr. CasTueEDpEN: I see on page 7 you have a reference to the fees being
charged where no government scaler is in evidence: “Company scalers operate
and no report is ever received as to the amount of dues collected by the Indian
department. We believe we are entitled to know the results of this part of our

usiness.” Just what do you mean by that?

The Wirness: It is quite true, if there are several buyers.

The CrAlRMAN: Buyers, or what?

The Wirness: Buyers of our timber and lumber and so on. They come
there on thier own and we believe that where we are paying dues we should have
4 government scaler in connection with that, so that he would make a direct
report to the agent. *

By Mr. Castleden.:
Q. You say that is not reported to the band?—A. No.
Q. What happens to the money, as far as you are concerned?—A. I don’t
know. I do not know anything about the report or anything.
Mr. Casp: Do you make a pretty good living?
The Wirness: Well, just ordinary labour, you know.

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. Are any of you members of the council?>—A. Yes, I am a councilman.

Q. How long have you been on the council?—A. Sixteen years.

Q. Has the department ever sent an annual report to the council showing
the amount of moneys that you have and the amount which is expended?—
A. No, never to my kowledge.

90036—4
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Q. Have you ever asked for a financial statement of that kind?—A. Yes,
we have, :

Q. When was the last time you asked for it?—A. The first time I wenb
into the council I tried to get one. We tried to get it when we first went there.

Q. When you say “we” whom do you mean?—A. Dan Shingwauk here and
myself. He was also elected at that same time sixteen years ago. We were very:
young men at that time and, you might say, ambitious, so we thought we would
investigate this question of finances and see how they stood, the band funds.
We didn’t get any results and we never found out right until to-day. I do nob
know how much we are getting, We don’t know whether we have got $1 or
15 cents. We don’t know how much is being spent on such matters as relief or
anything like that. We have no knowledge of that. 4

Q. And you say that you have been after that for the last sixteen years?— @
A. Yes.

By Mr. Case:

Q. Is your chief and council elected?—A. Yes. 1
Q. Are you members of the Ontario Union of Indians?—A. No. a8
Mr. CastLEDEN: The Ontario union was only started last year. e |
Mr. Case: I know. I just wanted to check the list handed in. On page 6  'f
of your brief, clause 3, you say:— !
There should be a changed status and attitude of the Indian agent.

Are you a member of the council, Dan?

DaNierL SHINGWAUK: No. I mean that the Indian agent should have a =
little more relationship with the band. He is neglecting us. We do not see him
and he does not forward the briefs and resolutions made by the council and
he does not come down to see what we are doing. In the first place when he
was first being appointed as Indian agent, Mr. Christienson was the man who
was representing him.

Mr. Bryce: May I ask how far away the agent lives from your reserve?
DaNiEL SHINGWAUK: Nine miles.

Mr. Bryce: And how often does he visit you in a year?

Dantern SHINGWAUK: Once a year.

Mr. Bryce: You do not see him every week?

DanieL SHINGWAUK: There is a lot of people who would say they had never
seen him except when he is walking along on the reserve.

Mr. Bryce: I do not want you to think that he should visit you personally,
but on your reserve do you see him every week?

DanmEL SHINGWAUK: No.

The CuammAN: Of course he could be on your reserve and you would not
see him, is that not a fact?

DaNien SHINGWAUK: Yes.
Mr. Lickers: Does he ever attend a council meeting?
Danier SHINGWAUK: Very seldom.

~ Mr. Lickers: Have you ever complained to the department about that and
if so what result did you get?

__ Danier SHiNewAUuk: That is another thing. When you try to communicate
with the department you do not get any answer when you go through the agent
because I suppose that is as far as it goes. a

The CraamrmAN: Who is your member of parliament?
- DaniEL SHINGWAUK: George Nixon. ' ‘
The CHAIRMAN: Why do you not get hold of your member of parliament?
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Mr. Brackmore: Did you ever try to get hold of your member of
parliament? ‘

Danten Samvewauvk: I do not know.

The Cmamman: Why I ask is because Mr. Farquhar, who is in the next
constituency, and right next to your reserve has given evidence or at least made
Statements that he has had many representations from the reserves in his
constituency and he has been able to get reasonable and fair response and action
from the department.

Mr. Farquuar: I have always found the department very cooperative and
L have worked with them a great deal. My Indians come to me very often and

think many of you gentlemen make a mistake that you do not contact your
OWn member of parliament. He always has access to the department and

think you will find he will be cooperative so that you do not have to depend
upon the agent to get information from the department.

The Cuamman: Would you just speak in my-direction so that the reporter
¢an hear when you are making an answer. It will then be put on the record.

The Wrrxess: I got a little mixed up which way I should talk.

The Cramman: We are discussing members of parliament.

The Wirness: We did not know that. We always had to deal direct
through the agent as is stated in the Indian Act. It says there in that section

at we will have to deal through the agent and it never mentioned anything
about the member of parliament, but I am glad to know that.

Mr. Castrepen: They should have put it in the Act.

The Cmamman: We are not trying to create any more work than the
Members now have but I am sure that if you will get in touch with your member
0 these things you will get action.

Mr. Farquuar: I think the agent will be very glad to cooperate as well.

By Mr. Castleden:

i Q. I noticed you said you believe the chiefs and councillors should conduct

government of the reservation. That is you feel you should have more say
in.the governing of the affairs of the reserve. Can you outline some of the
hlngs that you think the band could deal with for the betterment of the reserve?
—A. We think we are capable of handling our own business in our own reserve
Anong ourselves. We can transact our own business. We know the conditions
O the people and what should be done and who we should have and so forth
€ that. I believe there would not be any mistake if chiefs and councillors’
ave that much privilege of doing their own business and governing on the

Teserve. T think that would be one of the best things that ever happened.

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. Would you go so far as to say they should look after their own money
5 well?>—A. We should get a report anyway and I would suggest that they
V:]‘Ve the privilege of looking after their own money by voting so much out.
the Would leave it up to the department so far but we would ask $1,000 through

© chief and the council and that could be used for any project.
all Q. Would you want any safeguard on it so that they could not spend

h of the money?—A. That would be up to the chief and the council and

€Y would have to look after that.

A Q. Would you want to put some check on them so that they could not

Pend a}l of the money in a short period of time?—A. We would leave that

€ government.
th Q. That is what T say, you would want some check as to how much money
€y could spend?—A. Yes.

90036—4}
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—A. Yes.
Q. And they have not, got that now? Would you say that should be given g

to them each year‘?—A No, no. Sometimes, take for instance road building—
Mr. Case: If you had planned a project and passed it in the council yo L

think the Indian Affairs Department should back you up?
The Wirness: Yes.

By Mr. Lickers:

Q. I notice that here on page 7 “The Indian veterans should have f»h&’
same privileges as the white veterans”. Have they not got the same pr1v1leg63 3

there?
FrEDERICK SHINGWAUK: It does not seem so. I put in for a grant nﬂ‘f'
so very long ago. My business is very badly run down.
The CrarmaN: What business are you in? .
FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: I am in farming. My fences are down. I hav!
been away five years in the service and I had to pick up a little money and
I put in for a grant and the Indian department turned it down.

Mr. FARQUHAR: Are you a returned man?

FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: Yes.

Mr. CastrLEpEN: Of two wars.

The CuamrMaN: Were you overseas in this war?

FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: I was not overseas this time, I was in the veterans
guard.

The CaAIRMAN: You were overseas in the first war?

FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: Yes. <

The CuaRMAN: You were in the veterans’ guard during the last war?

. FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: Yes. ;.

Mr. Lickers: Have you applied for your re-establishment credit? HEach
veteran is allowed so much money, have you applied for that? Have you 110 B
got any money at all?

FrEDERICK SHINGWAUK: Not a cent.

Mr. Lickers: And you applied for some money to the department for
fences and they turned you down on it?

FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: Yes.

Mr. Lickers: And how long ago did you do that? gt i

Freperick SHINGWAUK: In April I think it was. I wanted to use .;f‘
money to buy seed and stuff. k1

Mr. Lickers: Did you apply to the Indian department or the Departnfleﬂy64 3 [
of Veterans Affairs? B

Freperick SHINGWAUK: The Indian department. When you go to
Legions they say go to the agent. 3

Mr. Bryce: Did you apply to your agent?

FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: Yes.

Mr. Bryce: Exactly what reason did the agent give you?

. FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: He said “you are too much of a man, you
able to earn your own money”.

The CuamrMAN: I think the matter could be well left and 1nvest1gat. ,

Mr. Case: You have had your gratuities, your dlscharge eratuities? Yi & i
say you have not got a cent but you have had some money? e

FREDERICK SHINGWAUK: Yes, but I bought stock with that.
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Mr. Lickers: How much money did you get?

Freperick SHINGWAUK: $490. I got close to $1,000 altogether but I bought
stock with that.

Mzr. Lickers: How much land do you own?

FrEDERICK SHINGWAUK: At the present time I have almost twenty acres
but where I am I could get all the land I want. 2

~ The CumamMan: I think the matter could well be investigated. If you
will, IfInake a note of it, Mr. McEvoy; and perhaps you could do so as well,
I. Hoey.

Mr. CastLeEpEN: On page 3 you say “We maintain that white people should
ot be allowed to reside on the reserve with the exception of the missionary,
the teacher and his family”. Do I understand from that that other white
People are living on the reserve?

DanierL Sminewauk: Yes, there are some white people.

Mr. Case: How did the white people get on the reserve?

DanieL Sminewauk: They just came in and they stayed.

Mr. Castiepen: Without permission of the band?

Danien Suinewauk: Without permission of the band.

Mr. CastLEpEN: What are they doing on there?

Mr. Danien SmiNGwAUK: They are living there and they have a piece of

land ang they put in a garden. I suppose they are there to dodge around the

taxes which they would have to pay outside.
Mr. Bryce: How long have they been there?
Mr. Daxien Sminewauk: Twenty-five years.

.. Mr. Case: The witness speaks of dodging taxes. Now, may I tell you that
I a white person is living on an Indian reserve and has land he has to-pay
taxes to the muniecipality. The Indians up our way rent their land but the

‘Municipality there seldom collects taxes, but they know that the land is rented

0 a white person.
Mr. Lickgrs: Providing the reserve is in the municipality.

MI.'. Brackmore: In order to get some idea of how we are going to use the
Temaining fifteen minutes, may I ask if we are going to spend it examining this
gentleman ? ‘

th The CuamrmaN: Mr. Henry Jackson is here and Mr. Little, not recognizing
at he was representing the Timagami reserve, wishes now to ask him some
Questions. Tf it is your pleasure I shall ask Mr. Jackson to come up now.-

Mr. Lirrie: I might explain that Mr. Jackson has been chosen by the

,Timagami Indians to represent them here.

The CmamrmMan: Are there any other Timagami Indians here?
Mr. Lirtie: Yes, but he is going to speak for them.

_The Crarrmax: That being the case may I say to Chief Pine and his dele-
8ation that we appreciate their attending this committee and assisting us in this
Matter of the revision of the Indian Act. We want to make you feel sure that
e will do everything in our power to relieve the situation so far as legislation
18 concerned. In due course we will come to the revision of the Act.

. The Wrrxess: T thank you and the members of the committee for the
anllege of permitting us to present our views, and we hope and trust that the
ord will hear our plea.

H The Cmamman: Thank you very much, Mr. Pine. We will now call on Mr.
enry Jackson.

\
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Henry Jackson, recalled:

The CuAmrMAN: There was a presentation made by Mr. Jackson in connec=
tion with the Timagami reserve. That was made yesterday. Now, is there any- =
thing you would like to add to that, Mr. Jackson?

The Wirxess: Yes. In reference to game and trapping it has been very
much curtailed on the Indians up in that region by the Ontario game laws. =
Now, I have here a letter that was written to our direetor, Mr. Hoey, from our =
legal adviser, Mr. Murdock. I believe that is already on file. I am l‘eferriﬂg
to these people who have been arrested and fined, and one of them was fin
$54.50 and the other $23.50 for being in possession of meat killed upon their own
reservation. And they have asked me to put on record that they are very mueh
aggrieved by the way they have been treated. The Indians up in that particular
region are deriving their livelihood from game and fish, and any curtailment
on their livelihood is a hardship and a distress to them. So we want to ask the
committee for a recommendation to lift those restrictions against these Indians. -

By the Chairman:

Q. Are they provineial regulations?—A. Yes.

Q. You have had advice from your lawyer Mr. Murdock?—A. Yes.

Q. Is he the same Mr. Murdock who has something to do with the North
American Indian Brotherhood?—A. Yes.

Q. Are you all affiliated with the North American Indian Brotherhood?—
A. Yes, the Ontario organization is affiliated. q

(). That is, the Union of Ontario Indians is affiliated with the Nor’t;hg
American Brotherhood?—A. Yes. We have the same aim and purpose. That 18
one of the points that I wish to bring out. I have already presented my brief
on behalf of these people in regard to Austin Bay settlement. I was very brief A
in my presentation, and T would like to make a further explanation on the subject
if I may be permitted to do so.

Mr. BrackMmogre: I should like to hear him speak further on this matter.

The CratRMAN: We have just five minutes left.

Mr. Farquuar: Mr. Little would like to ask some questions.

By Mr. Little:

Q. Mr. Jackson, do you have to have a provincial licence before you can
trap on your own reserve?—A. Yes.
Q. T might explain that this Austin Bay, as I understand it, was owned by

the Indians a number of years ago and they were moved from there to Bear
Island ?—A. Yes. ™
Q. I know I have written several letters in connection with this and I have
been told that the department cannot deal with the provincial government. The
dominion cannot make any arrangement with the provincial government to allow
them to go back to Austin Bay. That has been the answer. They would like t0
go back to Austin Bay, their original ground. Is that your idea?—A. Yes, thi}t
is the attitude of the people there. Bear Island point is occupied by the Ontario
forestry people—the best part of the point; and at the other end of that reserve
is a settlement—I do not call it a reserve—has been occupied by the Hudson
Bay Company, and in all those years they occupied that point they have cut all
the firewood and everything that is worth while cutting. As I said yesterday,
there is nothing but willows and thistles grown in that portion of the reserve,
and there is only one little piece of ground where they can bury their deagl-
There is nothing there to grow. So they ask your serious consideration that this
matter be fully investigated and if possible that they be given back their .origina.lr
“ reservation. ‘
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By the Chairman:

Q. Now, Mr. Jackson, you understand that as far as this committee is
concerned we have no authority to do anything; all we can do is recommend
to the department that certain things be done, or recommend to the government
that certain things be done?—A. Exactly.

Q. Now, we will take your recommendation into consideration when we come
to the revision of the Act. If there is anything we can do in connection with the
revision of the Act which may relieve that situation we shall be glad to do it.

n any event, the director of the Indian Affairs branch ig here and probably he
could make a note of that matter and have some action taken.

By Mr. Little:

Q. What are the conditions, as far as you know, as to how the people are
looked after—the old people?—A. The old people out in that settlement are not
looked after as they should be because the Indian agent lives in Sturgeon Falls,
I believe, and that is pretty nearly 100 miles away from that reserve and it is
very difficult for these people to get into communication with the agent should
anything happen in the way of sickness. Of course, I believe there i1s a doctor
residing' in that community. I understand he went up there on his own hook and

do not think he has any pay, as I understand. He goes out to help the Indians.
understand he has recommended that a small hospital be erected in the
community.

Q. It is true that the Indians there have never relinquished their right to
Austin Bay?—A. It is true. There never was a treaty.

By Mr. Lickers:
Q. Just while you are on that point. Alec Paul is a member of that band?

Gl Yes: ;
Mr. Lickers: This is a letter signed by Mr. Paul and I should like to file that
a8 an appendix to the minutes.

... The CuamrmaAN: If that is agreeable to the members of the committee, it
Will form a part of the minutes. (Appendix FL.)

By Mr. Little:

Q. Can you tell me how long it is since the Indians occupied Austin Bay?—
Af- Mr. Paul is around 80 years of age, and his father and his grandfather before
him had occupied Austin Bay.

Q. That is my understanding, too. .

The Cuamman: If that is all, Mr. Jackson,—

Mr. Lrrrie: I think this committee should recommend to the government
ﬁhat something be done for these Indians.
 Mr. BLackMoRE: Are we to understand that the Ontario government removed
these Indians from Austin Bay?

Mr, Patrick: The Ontario government refused to grant a reserve after the
Survey was made because there was no provision for it in the treaty.

Mr. Buackmore: They refused to grant what reserve?

Mr. Parrick: The Timagami reserve, not the Bear Island.

Mr. BuackMORE: Because there is no provision in what treaty?
Mr. Patrick: In the Robinson and Huron Treaties.

Mr. Brackmore: When were they signed?
Mr. Pargrick: 1850. :
Mr. Lickers: That is because this particular band were not—
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Mr. Patrick: Were not represented. There were 17 reserves set apart under
the Robinson and Huron treaties, and the Timagami band is not on the schedule
of reserves. The reserve we proposed to set up for them was numbered 18 in
the negotiations with the Ontario government, but we were unable to get title to~
the reserve for the Timagamis.

Mr. Lickers: - Yet the land which they occupied was land within the treaty?

Mr. PaTrick: Yes.

Mr. CastiepeEn: Has the department tried to move these Indians or give
them another reserve?

Mr. Parrick: There was not another reserve to be had in that part of the
country. %

The CHAIRMAN: Are they not now on a reserve?

Mr. Patrick: They are on Bear Island.

The CramrMAN: It would not be considered to be a reserve?

Mr. Parrick: Not that to which they are entitled under the treaty.

Mr. Brackmore: Has the department attempted to buy a stretch of land?

Mr. Patrick: There has been much correspondence about this matter over
a long period of years.

Mr. BrackMore: How many Indians are affected by this condition?
The WirNEess: About 120. ;
The CrarMAN: Mr. Jackson, we appreciate very much your coming here. -

The Wirness: Thank you very much for giving me that privilege because I
know there are things that need to be done.

The CHAIRMAN: As to those who have come from Ontario on behalf of this
committee I want to say we appreciate very much not only the delegates bub
all of those who have come to listen and take part in the deliberations of this
committee. As you probably know Ontario has the largest Indian population of
any province in the Dominion of Canada. It is regrettable that we have not
all the time necessary to hear everybody. As you can realize probably every
Indian in the province of Ontario, and for that matter in the Dominion of
Canada, would like to appear before this committee to give evidence and present
his views. ’ :

What we are trying to do is to revise the Indian Act in such a way
that it may help the Indians to help themselves, if that can be done by legislation.
It is regrettable that we have not all the time that might seem to be needed to
hear everybody as fully as he would like to be heard, but that is one of the
things with which we must contend. It is impossible. Members of parliament
have many other duties besides the work of this committee, and we do not have
the time to hear everybody who would like to be heard.

From the delegates who come here we can only get the main thoughts and ]

ideas they may have to contribute to this committee. We have done the best we
could with the time at our disposal. As a matter of fact, usually the committee
devotes two hours in any one day to any one subject. That, of
course, is considered to be one session. We have devoted five sessions

to the Indians of Ontario which is the equivalent to five days’ work.

Unfortunately that is all the time we have left. I think that is about the
maximum that we have allowed to any one province. I am informed that
Saskatchewan also had five sessions. - :
If there are other briefs that you think would be of help to us in our delibera-
‘tions leading to the revision of the Act I think you would be quite at liberty
to file those with our elerk within the next few days. If there is nothing further
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meeting will be adjourned. ‘The‘ committee will convene again on Tuésd#y,
th of May at 11 a.m. in room 277. The Roman Catholic Church delegation
e here to present a brief and make its presentation.

The committee adjourned at 6.05 p.m. to meet again on Tuesday, May 27,
»at 11 o’clock a.m. g ; =2
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Appendix FK—Report re Mohawk Institute, given at Local Counecil of Women,
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Appendix FIL—Letter from Alex. Paul, Temagami Indian Reserve.
Appendix FM—Submission from Unceded Band, Manitoulin Island.

Appendix FN—Brief from Big Trout Lake Band, Ontario. !
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Appendix FP—Submission by Lac Seul Band, Ontario.

Appendix FQ—Brief from members of Couchiching Reserve, Rainy Lakey
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Appendix FR—Brief from The Progressive Association of the Chippewas, direct";{:_ ‘]
descendants of the Chiefs and Principal Men who signed Treaty of 1827. ;
Appendix FS—Brief from Chippewas of Sarnia, dated January 13, 1947.

Appendix FT—Brief from Chief and Councillors, Chippewa Indians, of the
Thames, Caradoe Reserve, Ontario.

Appendix FU—Brief from Chief, Councillors and members of Nippissing Band
Ontario. o

Appendix FV—Brief from Chief and Councillors, Georgina Island, Ontario.

APPENDIX FK

Mrs. G. R. WILLOUGHBY
173 Sheridan St.,
Brantford.

Reports re Mohawk Institute given at Local Council of Women meetmg in
Brantford January-February 1946. \

Explanation:

After a thorough examination by myself and other officers of the Local
Council of Women a full and comprehensive report of conditions existing at
the Mohawk Institute was made to the Council Jan, 25/46. ;

Following this meeting, Miss Milne, Convenor of Health, and myself a8
Convenor of Education, were asked to meet Mrs. Zimmerman and determine the
specific and immediate needs of the children.

Reports on these needs were read by Miss Milne and me at a meeting 0f
the Council Feb. 15/46. i

A special meeting was called Feb 21 in order that Ross MacDonald, M. Pn, ]
might hear these reports.

As a direct result of this meeting another special meeting was called f01'
Feb. 26/46 at which Mr. Phelan attended.

The following condensed report of the original report is the one read at the
meeting attended by Mr. Phelan.

Findings:

1. Any Indian child may attend the Institute, though of late years only the
more destitute have gone. 4

4



INDIAN ACT 1419

2. There is accommodation for 140 children. At present there is in the
neighborhood of 120. If there is need the children may be taken when 3 or 4
years old and kept until they are 16-18.

3. When the children leave the school they go back to relatives; or employ-
ment is found for them, if possible.

4. There are 2 teachers of elementary subjects. Recently a young man has
been added to the staff as boys master. As far as I could ascertain he does no
teaching, but acts as boys supervisor. He lives out.

5. There are 2 classrooms.

6. The teachers salaries compare favourably with rural teachers salaries.
They have the proper certificates and are inspected by the rural School
Inspector.

7. The children attend school one-half day. -

8. High school work is not taught.

9. There is no sports master or mistress.

10. There is no Household Science teacher.

11. There s no Manual Training teacher.

12. There is no proper library nor steady flow of good reading material.

13.. There is no study room.

14. There is no warm, equipped recreation room.

15. The eclassroom equipment is poor.

16. There is very little—if any—music taught.

_17. Very few go on to High School because they are not well enough
trained to enter when they should.

18. Indians are not appointed as teachers, in spite of the fact that there

- are many from the Reserve well trained and suited for such positions.

Recommendations:

1. The addition of highly trained domestic science teacher to the staff so
that young girls might receive training in home making, child training, home
nursing and kindred subjects. In other words, the girls to be fitted for good

Omemakers and in the case of those not going on to High School would be
much in demand as home aides, or domestic workers.

2. The addition of highly trained instructors for the boys so that they might

€ taught woodwork, handicrafts, good farming methods and the basic principles
of trades—again with the thought in mind of fitting the boys to make a living.

3. The addition of music and art teachers to the staff.

4. The installation of physical education facilities, a recreation room and
Droper supervision of such.

5. The addition of a well equipped library.

6. The addition of a quiet supervised study room.

7. The addition of proper classroom equipment. NOTE: A large staff
Would provide the proper supervision which is sadly lacking at work, play,

Uring meals and in the dormitories.
P NOTE: Because of certain statements and implications made by Mr.
helan in a most insulting manner at the conclusion of this report, I and others,
Teported verbally much more that had been learned about the Institute. Mr.
088 MacDonald asked me to put some of these verbal statements in writing.

LETTER TO MR. ROSS MacDONALD, M.P.
Feb. 26/46.

4 Dgar Sir: You asked me to make in writing the same clarifying statements ;
€garding the clothing requirements for the Mohawk Institute as I gave verbally
the meeting of the Loeal Council of Women at the Red Cross Headquarters

-0 Tuesday, Feb. 26.
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This statement would have appeared in my first report, but at that time I
did not wish to implicate Mrs. Zimmerman, as I thought it might react unfavour-
ably to her and this I hesitated to do. In the light of recent revelations I think
I need not worry. Has as much honesty been used when speaking to Mr. =
Phelan as was used to fhe L.C.W. when financial help was expected from us, I =
think much misunderstanding would have been avoided. |

As the President of the L.C.W., Mrs, George T. Cockshutt stated, we only
went to the Institute after we heard that help was needed. We had in mind the =
furnishing of a recreational room from furniture returned to us from service
rooms that we had furnished at No. 20 I.B.T. &

However, among our members were several highly trained women who
could see at a glance, or by very little questioning, what a layman might never
see, and what has evidently escaped the notice of the Department investigator
for the past several years.

On the first visit, and a following visit were:

(a) Three former teachers, one of whom had specialized in domestic science

and one in child psychology.

(b) A trained nurse who is also matron of a childrens’ institution.

(¢) The Chairman of the Board of the Victorian Order of Nurses.

(d) A member for over 20 years of the House Committee of the local

Childrens Aid Society.

(e) Two graduates of MacDonald Institute.

(f) Several former business women.

(g) Three child and family Welfare workers.

From these visits and subsequent reports it was obvious that the immediate
nlee(}tl, and the one in which the L. C. W. could give the most aid was Children’s
clothing.

writer—Mrs. George F. Willoughby, Convenor of Education, were appointed at

With this in mind, Miss Margaret Milne, Convenor of Health, and the E

a Council meeting on Jan. 25/46 to go out to the Institute and confer with = :

Mrs. Zimmerman. We went out by appointment on Jan. 31 and were graciously
received by Mrs. Zimmerman. Mr. Zimmerman was not present at this
meeting as he was convalescing from an illness. We saw him in the hallway
and I feel sure he was fully aware of the purpose of our visit.

We told Mrs. Zimmerman that we had come out to find how best we could
help them in the matter of clothing. She answered that she was glad that we
had come about clothing—that both she and Mr. Zimmerman had hoped thab
we could offer to help in that way. Explaining that we had no idea yet how
much help we could obtain, nor whether it would come in the form of work or
* money, we asked her what the children needed. The following is the complete
list as given to us that day by Mrs. Zimmerman.

For 57 boys:

Hand knit heavy long socks
Dress trousers

- Oxfords
Shirts (for good wear)

House slippers (when the boys remove their heavy boots at night :
downstairs they go upstairs in their bare feet and remain thus =

until bedtime)
Night shirts (2 apiece)
Wash trousers for summer
Overcoats (for both boys and girls).
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For 63 girls:

2 tunics

3 blouses

2 slips apiece

2 bloomers

2 skirts

Night gown (one each—the girls generally come with one night
gown from home)

Dresses for summer "

Shoes

Socks

Blazer

Sweater

Bedding (urgent)

Sheets

Pillow slips

Quilts

Blankets (preferable to quilts)

Bedspreads (not urgent)

Mattress ticking (to be filled with fresh straw which could be burned
when necessary).

Miscellaneous:

Towels

Wash cloths

Table cloths '

Tea towels.

On that same visit we asked if the girls were taught sewing and knitting,
having in mind the great need for these accomplishments for the future and
the present need for them in the school in the re-making of old clothing and
the making of new. Mrs. Zimmerman told us that the girls could mend and
darn beautifully but could do no knitting or fine sewing. In fact, she said, “they
could not even turn up a hem on their own skirts.”

We asked that if we could get some qualified person to volunteer to give
classes in sewing and knitting would such a person be welcomed.

The idea was apparently new to Mrs. Zimmerman, but after thinking it
over she said “Yes” and we discussed a room for such teaching. However,
she would make no final decision on this matter until she had spoken with

r. Zimmerman. _ ;
The morning of our next Council Meeting, which was Feb. 15th, I called
8. Zimmerman to find out what decision had been reached regarding a sewing
and knitting instructress. She said that she and Mr. Zimmerman thought it
Would be quite feasible, and to go ahead with it; but as he was right there in
the room she would speak to him again about it. She turned from the telephone
and talked with him, then returned to say that such a teacher would be
welcomed—that papers had just been found sent out by the Department for use
in Indian Schools setting forth twenty-two swing steps to be taught, for which
adges would be given.

I asked for volunteers at that Council meeting and Mrs. L. Lievers, Presi-
dent of the Kith and Kin, and Mrs. Frank Milligan, Rep. of the L.C.W. on the
Advisory Board of the Can. Nat. Inst. for the Blind, offered their services.

You have heard how they made an appointment to go to the institute on

Fri. Feb. 22nd, to meet Mrs. Zimmerman, and how when they arrived there

they were met by Mr. Zimmerman who told them there was no need for a sew-
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ing teacher. To prove his point he showed them girls in a sewing class and ===

work that had been done. At the same time he showed them a small class being '
taught a cooking lesson with a young woman in charge.
Hoping that this letter gives you the information you need, I am,

Yours truly,

: Appendix FL
Copy

I, Alex Paul, Member of Temagami Indian Reserve. Age 74 years. Born:
22nd day of Dec. 1873.
My father name was Big Paull and his ancestors occupied the land of

Austin Bay as their permanent home. We occupied the whole area and sur- 1

rounding lands of Lake Temagami.

We had from time immemorial derived our livelihood in this territory. R

No other Indians, as far as Indian history goes, has ever occupied this area.
My father and family and other members of the Band selected the said Austin
Bay Reserve as a permanent place of abode.

By treaty 1850-9th of Sept. signed at Sault Ste Marie, our chiefs and
Band were not notified and ignorant of the treaty making convention. As stated
sbove, and therefore we were not a party in any shape or form to this surrender
made that covered as well our territory which also included in that surrender
our ancestral home. We always considered up to the present and we never
at any time made treaty with the Crown to relinquish our home Reserve,
neither the territory we occupy. Rivers, lakes and forest contributaries and
outlet in the district of Temagami.

Several years after the treaty of 1850 my parents told me that an official
of the Government came and paid the annuity to the Indians of Temagami.
Year after that Dr. Walton, Indian Agent of Parry Sound distriet visited our
Band and paid the treaty money at the Hudson Bay Post at Bear Island
for the convenience of all parties concerned and then the question arose at that
time as to our permanent home. It was then discovered by the Indians there
was no provisions made for their Reserve. Dr. Walton asked the Indians to
map out their reservation. Chief Tonini made a draft of a Reserve selected
was then at that time occupied by our people the Austin Bay with several
houses and clearances had already been made and established homes the line
commencing boundary line East and West to Cross Lake. As shown in the
enclosed sketch, Mr. Walton I am informed took the sketch of the Reserve
to the Headquarters with his signature on it.

We have never claimed no other lands as our Reserve other than Austin
Bay. We never authorize Indian Department or other Branch of the Govern-
ment to purchase Bear Island.

Bear Island has no future for our people. Most of the timber has been
cut for firewood and for other purposes by the Hudson Bay Company and
others that occupied the point, which is full of rock willows, thistles. There
is a bit of soil, enough to bury the dead. We are demanding that our Reserve
at Austin be recognized. :

Signed,
ALEX PAUL.
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WIKWEMIKONG, ONTARIO,
July 3, 1946.

Mr. Norman A. LICKERS,
laison Officer,

Joint Committee on Indian Affairs,
ttawa.

Dear Sir: At a special meeting of the Indians of Manitoulin Island Unceded
Band held this third day of July, the following brief was drafted to be submitted
Or representation to the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs.

Health.

That efforts should be made to promote the education of Indian doctors
and nurses; that adequate medical staffs with equipment should be established
o0 the reserve. Electricity would be needed but this is quite possible, since the

¥dro comes now to Manitowaning at the edge of the reserve; we should have
el%tricity anyway.
Agriculture.

. That we should appreciate having an agricultural instructor to conduct
Mght classes and premote modern methods of farming; That we request a
SWtable threshing machine for a reserve of this size (100,000 ficres). At present
Our threshing is done by whitemen from the surrounding countryside and natur-

Y our turn must come after all the white farmers have been served, hence, our.
I0ps are often impaired through exposure to late fall rains, ete.; The council
tould control this outfit and collect fees for work done, hire a man to run the
Yesher and pay him by the day, the balance of the proceeds from fees to be
:;‘;?ﬁtnded toward the upkeep and repair of the outfit which is a separator and

ctor.
That a visiting veterinary man be had to visit and look after the health of
the livestock, these visits may be arranged conveniently for all concerned.

¢ That we consider the amount of money at present allotted for loans to
amers as inadequate and the requirements as regards security for loans to be
90 strict, so that the small farmer is unable to procure a loan; We therefore
1®quest, an additional five thousand dollars of our Band funds to be set aside
0 be loaned to men desiring to start farming, to enable them to procure horses,
&m implements, livestock, housing and clearing land with easier terms of
Seeurity,

. That our fine Agricultural Society be encouraged in its work by having an
ricultura] representative to look after their activities as formerly.

Education

W We have day schools at Buswa, Kaboni, Rabbit Island and Wikwemikong:
€ are requesting the erection of schools at South Bay and Maiangowi Settle-
nie_nt and an additional classroom at Wikwemikong where there are over sixty
“hildren in the primary class; We request a continuation school to be located
) our reserve for advanced pupils; The council should have powers to dismiss
'om the schools any teacher failing to teach well in these schools.
Ndian Act, \
That Sec. 126, ete., pertaining to intoxicants be repealed and let the Indians
¥ the use of liquor on a par with other Canadians; under the present system
Y make a brand of home brew very prejudicial to their health; also far too
uch money is paid in fines which could be used for their families instead.

tnjo
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That the regulations for suceession of farms under Sec. 26 should be cha.nged‘.'j.i‘_
so as to prevent the splitting up of farms into such small portions among the ==

heirs, that no one has a share big enough to farm properly.

Treaties.

That a treaty woman marrying a member of the Unceded Band should noé
lose her right to Robinson Treaty money or other annuities, as at present is the
custom; these women should continue to receive this treaty money during their
lives even though their husbands don’t, because the treaty obligations say thé —§
money should be paid perpetually, not only until such time as they marry a man |
who doesn’t get this money. This applies particularly to Kikwemikong an
should be cleared up now and arrears paid to these women who have been
defrauded of their just claim all these years, for the reason the Unceded Ban
members are of different status than the Indians who receive governmen
annuities and this Band do not draw any annuities.

Survey.
That by virtue of clauses 7 and 8 of the Manitoulin Treaty No. 94, which
exempt us from survey and which also exempt us from deriving any benefits from =
the surrender of the said Island, but which gives us the right to decide fof =
ourselves whether or not we should in some future time accede to the terms of
the said surrender, and which we have not yet done, and because it was the
wishes of our forefathers that this territory be set aside for their children o |
occupy, use and live peacefully thereon, enjoying the freedom of the exemptions
accorded them in the treaty, THEREFORE, we respectfully submit to the =
committee that wé and they (the Indian Department) adhere faithfully to treatd
stipulations and we request the cessation of the present survey in our territory
which is being conducted in violation of treaty obligations and we furthef
request that Sec. 20 of the Indian Act be revised so that no surveys may b¢ 4§
made unless the Indians concerned be willing. e

.

Fishing. ‘

That there be restored to us the exclusive rights to fish in the waters -
adjacent to our territory and that the practice of commercial fishing by settins
pound nets in bays on our reserve be discontinued. That if the fishing righ o
of our waters were wrongfully turned over to the provincial government, W": N
request that the revenue derived from them in the past be given to us and that
the question of adjacent islands, whether they were originally included in the s

unceded portion.
0il Wells. 3

That because the present holders of oil well leases on our reserve have doté
nothing to bring these wells into production, that these leases be cancelled an¢
opportunity given to other companies to come in and operate these wells. |

Hunting. - i
That our treaty privileges to hunt and fish for food at all times of the
year be respected by all authorities and that no government, provincial or other
wise, be permitted to deprive us of our just rights, merely because they can m& L ;
money from tourists by so doing. o

Old Age Pensions. Bt
That the dominion government be reminded of what their officials said 862
great council at Drummond Island in 1846, when they put themselves on recor‘i’;{
that no Indian should ever be in want, as a recognition of their services with t* =
British against the Americans in 1812 and that this keeping of our aged Indl&lil,sﬁ *
from want and suffering can best be accomplished by granting them old Bﬁe‘j |
pensions; Remember also the aid granted by the Indians to the Crown in 2 i
first and second great wars; this reserve had some one hundred soldiers. o
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i Islands.

As aforesaid we claim a right to the adjacent Islands of our territory, those
Within the boundary of the fishing grounds allotted to us at the time of the
surrender of 1862. At which time a sketch of the area of the afgre_sald ﬁshery
was given us, which our chiefs deposited with the resident Missionaries for

- safe keeping.

. So far the said Missionaries have refused to give up the said sketch, saying
It may have been transfered to their headquarters in Toronto, or to their other
establishments at Spanish, Ontario. We strongly urge that the Government
ke measures to restore to us this sketch.
Revenue.
Should any of these islands have been sold or leased for timber cutting,
which we claim they were, then, if the Government is of the opinion that the

revenue derived therefrom, was wrongfully given to the wrong party, it should
be restored to us, along with the right to claim the islands.

~ Tourist Trade.

For the purpose of acquiring a little income for our individual needs that

We be given the right and privilege to operate an institution or institutions for

e accommodation of tourists, in our unceded lands during the tourist season
cach year.

Status of Unceded portion of Manitoulin Island.
That the Government establish our status by which we shall be recognized

-8 owners in future. The Government by virtue of clause seven of the Mani-

toulin Treaty No. 94, deprives us of our right to a share of the proceeds of
and sales which our forefathers had a right to claim. Whatever funds we have
are the result of our earnings. Governments pay us no annuities nor money of
any kind. Nevertheless he puts us under the Indian Act, which undermines
our rights. We think we are entitled to Government annuities same as other
Indians by rights of our heritage as first occupants of North America.

CHIEF JOSEPH WAHEGJIG
DOMINIC ODJIG

DAVID MANITOWAB

SAM OSAWAMICK

JACOB BONDY

APPENDIX FN

Bic Trour LAKE,
C/0 C. P. Airlines,
Sioux Lookout, Ont.,
July 29, 1946.
Ml‘._ Norman E. Lickers,
1aison Officer,
ot Committee on Indian Affairs,
0x 63,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Sir: Our Indian Agent, (Sioux Lookout Agency) explained to us your
r of June 17th a few days ago inviting suggestions for the amendment of the
0dian administration in general.

We have discussed this matter at a Council meeting. The Indians of this

- district, are primitive and not very familiar with the constitution of adminis-

Tation except where it affects them personally. They therefore do not feel
90036—5
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prepared to make bold recommendations for the constitution as a whole but':“‘; il
desire to x_nake a few suggestions which we feel would very much improve ==
conditions in our own district and possibly might apply to some others. o

Regarding your eight points of inquiry,—
. L. We are most anxious to continue in the present status of Treaty Indians,
i.e., wards of the Government under the direct supervision of your appointed =
Indian Agent.

2. We are also content with the present system of Band membership. ‘

3. We do not wish to come liable to pay taxes. e

4. As yet none of our members have expressed a desire to be enfranchised,
nor has the Government requested enfranchisement of any members. :

5. We do not expect the privilege of voting at Dominion elections.

6. “Encroachment of white persons on Indian Reserves” hardly applies as
we have not got our Reserves in this district yet, but we are very glad that an
effort is being made to keep white men from encroaching on our trapping and
hunting grounds. 5

We would remind the Government regarding the Reserves proposed for us. =
While they will be adequate for our buildings and gardens, they will not provide
the trapping and fishing and hunting which have up to now been our mode oI |
livelihood. This not being an agricultural district, we wonder where we shall
find support for our families if the hunting and fishing grounds are to be
surrendered. » .

7. We are very urgently in need of the erection of Day Schools; one at =
each of the prineipal villages of the Trout Lake Band. So far not one has been = |
granted although promised in the signing of Treaty 9. We are also very much
in favour of boarding schools where the more promising pupils could be sent.

8. We require a hospital where serious cases can get adequate medical
treatment; also a trained nurse or matron at each Trading Post or principal |
village on account of the great distance from a doctor. :

Game as well as fur is not so plentiful as it used to be, and it has beem
very noticeable how the decline in health and stamina comes after prolonged
meatless periods, and this could be prevented because meat can be raised in this =
district if properly supervised. The Indians should be taught how and made
to prepare the wild hay for winter consumption. ~ 5

The raising of cattle, musk-ox, mountain sheep, reindeer, etc., should be
studied for this district, also the conservation of Beaver and all other wild life. =
and fish should be superintended by some responsible officer resident in the
distriet. b
The above would be our idea of helping the Indians help themselves with s
what they have. B

CHIEF DAVID MORRIS

Councillors:
SIMEON McKAY
GEORDIE WANAPETONG
SAMSON BEARDY
ALEX PARKMAN
JOHN BIGHEAD

Per Rev. LESLIE GARRETT
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SARNIA INDIAN RESERVE,
August 9, 1946.

A general Band meeting was held on the Sarnia Reserve for the purpose of
Iscussing revision of the Indian Act.

The meeting was opened by Chief Kenneth Plain who requested the sec-
retary to read the minutes of the previous committee meetings and also part of
Treaty No. 29 dated July 10, 1827.

The first subject was concerning this Treaty and it was approved by the

- Band that this Treaty be recognized by the Government of Canada and be

upheld and also request the Government if the Sarnia Band has been paid
according to the agreement of the Treaty.

The next item discussed was Band membership and it was approved by the
Band that the powers of the Department of Indian Affairs in respect to admis-
Sion and expulsion be abolish®@d and that the right of membership both as to
admission and expulsion be placed under the jurisdiction of the Band.

The next item was about liability of Indians to pay taxes. It was voted by
the Band that the Indians be exempted from paying inecome tax and custom tax
by virtue of their Treaty rights. i

The item of enfranchisement of Indians voluntarily and involuntarily. It
Was voted by the Band that they approve of the resolution prepared by the
tommittee whereby they disapprove of Indians being enfranchised. If the
enfranchisement of Indians be upheld by the Government, it was rocemmended
that the Indian children be left in as members of the Band from which their
Parents were enfranchised, until such children become of age and decide for

emselves what to be, also to retain their Treaty rights.

It was moved by James Plain and seconded by Fred Rogers that members
of this band of Indians be given a vote both in Dominion and Provincial elec-
tions and still retain their Treaty rights. This was approved by the Band.

The item of encroachment of white persons on Indian Reserves was a
lengthy discussion. It was moved by Alfred Rodd and seconded by James
Pla:in that section 118 of the Indian Act be exercised on the. encroachment of

- White persons or other than members of the Band and this was approved by

the Band.

The operation of Indian Day and Residential Schools. It was voted by
the Band that they accept the resolution prepared by the committee on this
Subject whereby denominational schools be abolished and the education of
ndians be committed to Regional Boards, upon which Indians in the district
Sball be represented by Indians and that the school teachers and doctors be
glven a higher salary. :

It was moved by James B. Williams and seconded by Aylmer Plain that

- the word “Persons” in section 94A in the Indian Act be eliminated and changed

1o eligible Indians. ‘
That the Sarnia Band desire that the administration of Indian Affairs be
decentralized and administered by Provincial Regional Boards under a Federal
Overnment, or Board responsible to Parliament.
(@) That the administration of Indian affairs should be such that qualified
,Indl?JnS should be employed in all departments in the administration of Indian
airs,
~ (b) That the local Indian Council and Band be given full authority in the
Management of their local affairs.
(¢) That the Band be given full authority in policing their own Reserve.
(d) That our aged Indians receive the Dominion Old Age Pension.
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It was moved by James B. Williams and seconded by Fred Rogers that = =
section 52 of the Indian Act be abolished. i Terlerl
All these briefs in item No. 8 were approved by the Band by vote. fels i
Moved by James B. Williams and seconded by Russell Bird that the Sarm& =
Indian Reserve Band ‘be granted a larger subsidy for the upkeep of the roads
on the Reserve. L i
It was moved by Russell Bird and seconded by Fred Rogers that the Sarnia d
Indian Agriculture Society be given a larger grant.
Moved by Russell Bird and seconded by Lawrence Williams that the
Council and Chief along with ex-Chief T. Adams act on behalf of the Band a8
our representatives to the Members of Parliament who may come to inspect our

Reserve. (
It was moved by James B. Williams and seconded by Lloyd Williams that
this Band of the Sarnia Indian Reserve pay the expenses of the delegate out 0f |

Band funds for the purpose of attending thé meeting in Ottawa.

It was moved by Leonard Plain and seconded by Lloyd Williams that the
Band set aside the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150) from Band
funds to pay delegate’s expenses. . i

It was moved by Aylmer Plain seconded by James Plain that a delegate
will be appointed by the Band when notice is received by the Chief and &
general Band meeting will be called by the Chief at that time. . acsang

CHIEF KENNETH PLAIN 7l
COUNCILLOR ALFRED RODD

- COUNCILLOR JAMES B. WILLIAMS =
COUNCILLOR RUSSELL BIRD i
COUNCILLOR ALBERT OLIVER :

Lac Seur, Ontario,
September 16, 1946.

Mr. NormaNn E. Lickers,

Liaison Officer,

Joint Committee on Indian Affairs,
Box 63,

House of Commons, fig g
Ottawa. T

Dear Sir, Our Indian Agent recently called a meeting to explain the purposes
of the joint Committee and as a result, hereunder are our recommendations;
suggestions-and observations which would help our Band. Sl

1. The Lac Seul Band is in Treaty No. 3, which was made in 1873 and
also known as the Northwest Angle Treaty. We are satisfied with ouf
conception of the original agreement and want it to continue; the terms to b€
carried out as promised and as it was first explained to our representatives wh0
signed the Treaty for the Indians. » i

At the time of the signing of the Treaty there were many things that 0Ul
Indian representatives were unable to foresee as they were not educated ant®
had known very little of the white man’s ways. There are certain things whicd -
have affected our mode of life and we believe that the Indian Act should b€
changed to take care of these. We understand that the first Treaty did not

mention hospitals or medical attention for Indians. We wish to have t,h;'S-

written into the Treaty or covered fully by the Indian Act.

Our understanding of the original Treaty was that we could hunt an
fish without hindrance in the territory ceded by us. The Indians who signé®
the Treaty could not possibly anticipate any future Government regulation®
which would change this, as Game and Fish laws were unknown to our foré
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fathers. It seems reasonable to suppose that the white man who arranged the
Treaty must have known something about Game and Fishery regulaticns
€ven in those days of long ago. We believe if this had been fully explained to
the Indians the Treaty either would not have been signed or would have

‘Contained a positive statement giving the Indians full right to hunt and fish

Without restrictions. Since we made the Treaty with the Government of
Canada we believe we should not be forced to have any dealings with the
Province of Ontario.

. The Chiefs were promised uniforms every three years and medals, at the
Signing of the first Treaty. The uniforms are not received regularly and we
Wwould recommend that the Chief and Councillors be supplied with a badge
showing rank and name of Band instead of a medal that is so heavy it would
tire any but a strong man to wear it for a day.

2. Many of our people have left the Reserve and never intend to return.
We do not wish these people to share in our Interest (Timber) money. It is
recommended that these people be transferred to other Bands with which they
are now living. On the other hand we are willing to transfer Indians who
are now living in our vicinity to the Lac Seul Reserve. We do not want
anyone transferred to our Reserve unless approved by the Chief and Councillors.

3. According to our understanding when the first Treaty was signed, we
Were not liable for Taxes and we feel that we still should not have to pay
taxes of any kind. Most of our people do not understand the reason or purpose
for all the Taxes except that they go toward paying for the expense of operating
he Government in peace time and toward the expense of war when the
Country is at war. Our Band does not receive any of the benefits of Public

ervices such as roads, Old Age Pensions, etc., yet we are expected to pay
axes the same as those who are receiving all the benefits.

4. We are of the opinion that all our Indians should remain in Treaty
and that they should not become enfranchised which would deprive them of
the benefits "of the Treaty. We believe that the regulations concerning
enfranchisement should remain as they are at present.

5. We feel that any of our educated Indians should have the right to
Vote at the Dominion elections if they wish, but do not want this to be
Compulsory in any way.

6. The encroachment of Whitemen and non-treaty Indians on our Reserve
has not been a problem to us and as long as the present laws continue in this
tegard it will be quite satisfactory to the Lac Seul Band.

7. We do not wish to discontinue the present Resindential Schools in this

gency but we should like to have a Day School on the Reserve where we
tould send our younger children say for two years in order that they might
remain at, home for a while longer before going away to Residential Schools.

is arrangement might enable the Residential Schools to have a high
Sthool class for the older pupils as they would not be so crowded with
Young children. We have been considering the idea of the Government
taking over the Residential Schools instead of the Churches. Before making
any definite recommendations in this matter we wish to discuss this more

fully among ourselves and will make a definite recommendation at a later date.

eneral.

It is suggested that more attention should be paid to the health of our
People. Here at Lac Seul we are situated about thirty miles from the
Nearest doctor and when sickness strikes it is almost impossible to get a doctor
to the Reserve. Tt is strongly recommended that we have a nurse in residence
on the Reserve who could care for those who are not sick enough to go away
t0"h-ospi-\‘,al. The nurse could also advise us on matters of health and how to
Prevent the spread of disease at all times. It is also advocated that we be
Provided with an up-to-date hospital at Sioux Lookout where we could send

90036—6
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our sick and where those suffering from T. B. could be taken care of without
having to send them to far away places in Manitoba and Eastern and Southern
Ontario.

We strongly urge that our children in school should be taught more tech-
nical or vocational subjects such as mechanics and carpentry for the boys—
and for the girls such things as nursing, first aid, cooking and household manage-
ment. We would like provision made to send any of our competent students to
high school or college where they could qualify for a profession if they are
capable. We recommend that the children at Residential school be properly
fed and clothed at all times and that the Agent should accompany a Committee
from our Band, consisting of the Chief and at least two Councillors, to inspect
the Residential school where most of our children attend. This should be done
twice each year.

We urge the Department to give us more help with our housing problems.
If the Department will supply the windows, lumber, roofing and hardware we
will do our part by putting up the logs and attending to the clearing. This help
should be extended to the young married couples as well as to the older people.

We are not farming Indians. We have only small gardens and potato
patches. Our main livelihood is from trapping and fishing. During the fishing
season we have to move around the Lake to the various fishing grounds which
might partly explain why we are not gardeners. All our trapping has been
done around Lac Seul—some of us are now trapping in the territory where our
great grandfathers trapped and hunted, mostly within fifth miles of the Lake
(Lac Seul). We wish to take this opportunity to lodge a protest as strong as
we can make it concerning the white trappers coming into our trapping grounas
and crowding us out. These trappers are licensed by the Ontario Government.
after they swear that no one is already trapping in the area they apply for
After they get their License they chase us out of their area, sometimes threaten-
ing to shoot us if we remain. As mentioned before we have no agreement Wi
the Province of Ontario. Therefore we feel it is the duty of our Department t0
correct this deplorable situation. From the viewpoint of our future economiC
status and that of our children not yet born, we present this as one of our most
serious problems.

Another thing which causes us considerable concern is the situation ab
Hudson, our nearest town, on the main line of the Canadian National Railway:
To this place, many of our young people and all the fishermen go to visit and
sell their fish. At Hudson there are many bootleggers and undesirable characters
who seem to prey on our people and take advantage of their weakness for
strong drink. This also applies to our women. It is recommended that the
Government station a R.C.M.P. officer at Hudson who could look after the
Indians while in town and also police the Lac Seul Reserve including Frenchman’s
Head. From Hudson the R.C.M.P. could also take care of Red Lake where wé
understand there are also many bootleggers preying on the Indians.

During the war years, as a patriotic gesture and as a humble contributio? ‘

from the Lac Seul Band for the cause of Democracy, arrangements were mad¢
through our Agent with the Department to reduce the amount of our Annué
Interest (Timber) payment to two dollars per head. It was our understanding
that this was in the nature of a loan to the Government and the Interest wou
continue. Now, the majority of our Band would like to have Interest paymen
in full and it is believed that the Interest built up during the war years shoul
pay us four dollars per head. Tt is recommended that we be paid at this rate
if it will not reduce the capital fund, also that arrangements be made to have #
separate Interest (Timber) payment in the Fall.

We would like to send two delegates to meet the Committee in Ottawd®
at a later date or when called upon. We would be prepared to pay our oWP
“expenses if no provision was made by the Government to do so. : :
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The foregoing is our idea and our recommendations as to how conditions
could be improved also how the standards of living, health and happiness can
be raised for the Indians of our Reserve, all of which is respectfully submitted.

Your very truly,
Chief :
JOHN ROSS.

Councillors:
JOHN LITTLEDEER,
CHARLES THOMAS,
SIMON THOMAS,
RICHARD BUNTING.

Witness and Interpreter,
ROBERT WESLEY.

APPENDIX FQ

December 16, 1946
Rainy LAkE, Ontario
To NormaN E. Lickers,
laison Officer,
ouse of Commons,
ttawa, Ontario.

. DeEar Siz: We members of Couchiching Reserve, held several meetings to
dlscpss the subject of your letter of June 13 last and following are our con-
tentions of this matter. :

We the Member of Couchiching Band resolve that we retain our treaty

_Fights as stated and promised in the North West Angle Treaty of 1873.

. We members of this band further resolve that we should w2 given the
liberty and rights to control in regards to enfranchisement is concerned of any
of our members and that section 18, paragraph 2, of the Indian Act be amended.
. And we further recommend that our avocation of fishing and hunting
tights be retained so that we may fish and hunt at any time without the
Purchasing of licences and the interference of any white man.
. We further resolve that said band hold their rights as has been practised
In the past in regards to other treaty Indians wishing to transfer from one band
to another and that we have full control over whether said Indian be accepted
Or not without first having to obtain the approval of the Superintendent as
stated in the Indian Act.
. Free liberty to be given to the band to elect their chief or councillors at any
time, it is deemed necessary to the band. It is further recommended that the
chief be paid a salary of $300 and councillors $200 annually. ,
We further ask that taxation on treaty Indians should be abolished and
0;11‘ f_eneral feeling to this matter is, that no Indian should be liable to any
Xation.
~ In regards to voting, the opinion of this band is that no treaty Indian
should have any interest whatever in any Dominion or Provincial election.
Encroachment of white men on Indian reserve should be more rigidly
anorced such as carrying of guns and hunting, in such cases, full penalty should
€ meted to all trespassers. ,
And be it further resolved that no white man or township should be able
0 collect, taxes on reserve, be it leased land for purpose of power line, a summer
resort or otherwise. '
90036—63
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The opinion of this band concerning our present school is that our children
receive proper education but lack manual training, and, for the said reason, the
band ask the Department to increase the school grants to a more appropriate
sum, so that said school will be more able to provide qualified teachers in
manual and vocational training and better school facilities.

It is further resolved that liberty be given to us to elect a school board
to see into the maintenance of our school.

It is further resolved that all children attending residential school, should *
be given full rights and privileges regarding family allowance. It is strongly
recommended by this band that said children receive their full family allowance
the same as children attending day school.

Regarding day or residential school, it is our opinion that a semi-residential
school would be approved by all concerned so that our children could go home
from school on week-ends and in regards to all Indian children wishing t0
obtain a higher education should be given the opportunity to do so, and all
tuition, and transportation fees be paid by the Department.

It is also further recommended by this band that a old folks home be
built on our reserve. Old age pensions and mothers’ allowances should be given
to our old folk and widows the same as given to the white people. I

It is further recommended by this band, considering the fact that our
reserve is situated near a town also a border town, tends to lead our boys and
girls, more or less astray, therefore, the opinion is that the Department erect
a recreational hall on our reserve with all modern equipment, and to be managed
by the Indians with the view of creating more of a family spirit, and have our
own recreational centre.

Tt is further resolved by the band, and they also wish to stress the fact
to the Department, that in their opinion, the Indian agent has too much,
authority in administering his information and refusals to his Indian subjects
demands which he more often times uses his own personal opinions in matters
pertaining to the welfare of Indians.

A further request is being submitted by the band towards their personal
health and that a full-time doctor be given to them. And, also, in case 0
sickness of the male member of a family, therefore depriving his family of &
proper living, the Department to instruet the Indian agent to see that said
member receive adequate provisions covering his illness and proper, care.
Whereas in such cases now he is allowed something to the amount of $10 or
thereabouts. We know that this is not enough for one alone to exist on for
month, let alone a family as it is meant for. :

Liberty to be given to all parents wishing to send their children to any day
school without it being compulsory to enter them in a residential school.

" We would also recommend that we be provided with modern lighting
system. In other words we would like to see electric lights provided on ouf
reserve.

It is also the opinion of the band to suggest to the Department of Indiad
Affairs that we be provided with modern farming implements so that we may
be able to encourage our members to take an interest in farming. §

Owing to the fact that one of our main livelihood, which is a sawmill
operated by I. A. Mathie, Ltd, will cease to operate in a not far distant futuré
in faet just one more year, we wish to express our opinion that a 'portabl'e,
sawmill with driving equipment and planer would be a very convenient projec
on our reserve as the majority of the men are experienced loggers and sawmill
workers and therefore would be well qualified to operate the mill. Timber 18
still plentiful on our reserve which we are sure will supply the mill for many
years. This would also help out the housing problem on our reserve and also
provide useful work for many.




INDIAN ACT 1433

Owing to the fact that we are the original North American Indians, and,
according to the Robinson Treaty, there is no boundary line for the Indians and
and we are at liberty to go and come across the boundary between the United
States and Canada at any time, this same liberty should apply to any Indian
purchasing any merchandise of any sort and should be free from paying any
duty, be it the United States or Canada where the purchases are made. As it
18 to-day a tourist from the States comes to Canada and stays 48 hours or more
18 allowed to go back to the States with merchandise to the value of $100.00
duty free. This should more apply to the North American Indian—duty free
at all times.

We would also like to draw the attention of the Indian Department to the
fact that we lost a large portion of our reserve land through floods caused by

* & dam built by the paper company at Fort Francis where, as we have notified

our Jocal Indian agent from time to time, that we swere losing a lot of our
land by washing away. But realizing no results through him, there has been
Some rip rap work done on this shore line some years ago. But this is gradually
Sinking, therefore is no more good. We are asking the Department to look
Into the matter, and have the paper company do the rip rap work over again
Which we are in need of to protect us from any further loss of our land and
also that this work be done at the expense of the Company.

It is also the opinion of the band to suggest to the Department that there
should be some sort of a beneficial fund provided for the Indians in case of a
depression such as the one experienced after the first World War. Some system
that would be given as relief in such times. At the conclusion of our meeting
With the committee, one of the members brought up a subject which is very
hard to settle—the question that was brought up deals with a clause in the

ndian Act which is being very strongly enforced and to our opinion is being
too strongly enforced for the Indians’ welfare. The question deals with liquor.
lot of comment was made on this matter amongst the Indians, not that the
Indians feel that they are being deprived of an necessity, but the general feeling
of all is that there is good and bad in all races. Therefore, when an Indian
feels like indulging in liquor, he will get his liquor regardless of the law
tontained in the Indian Act. The Indian is not permitted to enter into a public
Par-room to purchase any drinks especially in our town, but nevertheless he gets
1t and has to take it to some back alley to drink and he must dispose of it as
Quickly as possible for he dare not carry it in his pocket or in a parcel for fear
of an R.C.M. Police seing it which to our opinion they are always doing. As,
aforesaid, the Indian has to consume his liquor as quickly as possible, and,
therefore, results in the poor Indian being drunk quickly. And in many cases
he tries to go home in this state probably enters his canoe, capsizes and is
drowned. And in other cases where he tries to walk home he may fall down
on the road and falls asleep there. Probably a motor vehicle or locomotive
hits him and he is killed. This happened many times in the past. As we
have stated the Indian will always obtain his liquor when he wants it—
€ has to get it from @ bootlegger and often times has to pay 10 to 15 times the
original price. Yet he’ll buy it—mot even knowing what he buys. Bootleg
Iquor in many cases is poison to the system of any person. This may often
be the cause of the dreaded disease prevailing in many of the Indians to-day—
e desease known as ‘T.B.. Whereas, were an Indian to be given a quota or
& permit to make his purchase in a liquor store, and allowed to take it home

and use it as he should, a lot of these untimely deaths and “T.B. cases would be
eliminated.
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Our opinion in this matter is that great thought and consideration should
be given both by the Indians and the Department for the welfare of all Indians.
Briefs and recommendations submitted by the Couchiching Indian Reserve

Band of the Fort Frances Agency with the wish that each individual subjeet

thus submitted receive’ due respect dnd consideration by the Joint Committee
appointed for this purpose.

Signed and sealed with approval by chief and councillors of this band

(Chief) Thomas JOURDAIN
(Councillor) Rod BUNQUE
& Paul JOURDAIN
2 Joe MAINVILLE

APPENDIX FR

SARNIA, ONTARIO,
January 13, 1947.

To The Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the House of Commons,

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate and the House—The direct descend-
ents of the Indian Chiefs and principal men who signed the Treaty of 1827,
between the British Crown and the Chippewa Indian Nation, respectfully submit
for careful consideration and study, the attached brief which has been prepared
at the meetings of a recently formed organization on this Indian Reserve whose
objectives were suggested by Hon. J. A. Glen, Minister of Mines and Resources,
in a speech made by him to the House, in which he said in part, “The Indian, a$
I see it, should retain and develop many of his native characteristics and shoul
ultimately assume the full rights and responsibilities of democratic citizenship”.

Studying our history, we find that our people were happiest along about the
time the Indian Act was brought out to protect them in their simple life and to
guide them in their advancement towards the modern way of life. Their
attitude to the governing authorities was marked by a very high respect which
is revealed by the term “Great White Fathers” for the Supt. General and

his agents. The Chiefs, Councilmen and aged Indians also received the respect ]

due them; their presence in any gathering being considered a favour. The
Department of Indian Affairs had no trouble looking after the Chippewa
Nation of Indians because of the mutual co-operation of the Indian leaders.

We find then, in this study, that, with the rapid progress of civilization on
this continent and the attempt of our race to keep pace with the white brothers
that our people in this generation have become increasingly unhappy. Therefore
we, the Chippewas of Sarnia have made as objectives in this organization the
following:— )

1. To aequaint ourselves in the duties of citizenship.

2. To perpetuate the Indian race and their language.

3. To study the provisions of our Treaty which was drawn up in the light .

of other days.

4. To promote agricultural development, industrial life, and encouragé =

Indian handicraft on our reserves.

As we go further in our studies, the realization comes that the present
“Indian Act” is, in a manner of speaking, like childhood clothes put on an adopted
child for his protection from the elements (Indians as wards of the Government),
and as the child grew into adolescence, the clothes that first fitted him may have

been altered and let out to suit his size (amendments to the Indian Act), the timeé
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has now come that the foster parent suggests new clothes for the adopted child
who has now grown to manhood; (a new revised Indian Act). This time, he is
asked what he would like about his new clothes (the invitations to bands,
organized groups and individual Indians to submit briefs outlining recommenda-
tions). The foster parent suggests a consultation also (the Joint Committee
mstructed to visit different Indian Reserves).

As this group delves further into this matter, they find cause for rejoicing
that, the Indian is at long last considered as having reached maturity and that
his judgment to have merit in the preparation of a “Magna Charta”, and hope
arises in their breasts that a sufficient number of the recommendations sub-
mitted by progressive-minded Indian groups throughout the Dominion shall be
Included in the new Indian Act that the Indian nations shall be satisfied and
the same measure of co-operation shall exist between them and the Government
of Canada that existed formerly, guaranteeing a new era of happiness, prosperity
and contentment for a nation that has been too long down-trodden. With this

ope, this organization respectfully submits a few suggestions pursuant to the
Suggested plan sent out by the Liaison Officer of the Joint Committee, signed:—

“The Progressive Association of the Chippewas, descend-
ants of the Principal Men and Indian Chiefs who signed the
Treaty of 1827.”

NICHOLAS PLAIN, President,

ALBERT OLIVER, 1st Vice-President, :
CHIEF KENNETH F. PLAIN, 2nd Vice-President, -
AYLMER N. PLAIN, Secretary.

APPENDIX FS

Copy SARNTA, ONTARIO,
13th January, 1947.

We, the Chippewas of Sarnia; members of the newly formed organization
do hereby humbly suggest a few amendments to be incorporated in the revised
Indian Act,—

(1) Treaty rights and obligations

We find, that our Treaty, as well as many others like it, provides for an
annual payment, in goods, of a certain sum, as recompense for a surrender of
Over two million acres; and after careful and thoughtful consideration, have
tome to the conclusion, that, in lieu of the specific provisions of the treaty made
With our forefathers, our tribe has received in services and gratuities, many
benefits in our home and reserve life. Therefore, we suggest that provision be
made in the revised Act for a continuation of these services and gratuities, in
Perpetuity, following the words of our Treaty.

(2) Band membership

We suggest, specific provision be made in the new Act, for exclusion from
membership, of illegitimate children when one parent is proved to be white,

but_allowed to become members if both father and mother are full-blooded

Indians. The common experience in all Indian Reserves is that half-breed
illigitimates are generally trouble-makers. ;

(3) Liability of Indians to pay taxes

_Suggestion: That sections 102, 103, 104 of the present Act be retained in the
Tevised Act.
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(4) Enfranchisement of Indians, both voluntary and involuntary

We suggest, that an amendment be made in section 110 to read: “Upon
the application of an Indian of any band, or upon the application of a band on
a vote of seventy-five per cent of the male members of such band of the full
age of twenty-one years”.

(5) Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion elections

Suggestion: The Indian having attained the status of civilized persons,
carying a Dominion registration card, liable to the payment of income taxes and
military service, should have the right to vote.

(6) The concroachment of white persons on Indian reserves

We find, after careful inquiry, that, where Indians possessing white blood
in their veins have been permitted to hold public office on any reserve, they
have not contributed much to the good-government of that reserve, but rather,
their tenure of office has shown a deterioration; therefore, we suggest that &
definite provision be made in the new Act that, “Any half-breed to be classed
in that category, as encroachment of a white person, therefore, not eligible for
public office”.

(7) The operation of Indian day and residential schools

After exhaustive study, the conclusion has been reached that the residential

school has lost its effectiveness in this modern day. Therefore, we recommend
that the plans of the Joint Committee include the provision for erection of more
modern day schools which shall include quarters for the teachers. We very
earnestly recommend the inclusion of a plan to employ a married man as oné
of the teachers in each schoo! whose wife shall share the responsibilities for
community activities. We feel that the first essentials is the development.of
an adequate water supply. Around this water supply should be developed a
school structure which supplies:

(1) Thq necessary number of class-rooms to ecare for children in groups °

of approximately 30;

(2) A kitchen for the preparation of a noon meal to supplement the
often inadequate lunch that the children carry to school;

(3) The installation of Hydro electric power in all class-rooms and
more especially, in a work-room which should be well equipped with sewing
machines and other facilities for home-making instruction, and used by
both children and adults of the community;

(4) Community shower baths; for, on many reserves, facilities for
regular bathing of children are very limited;

(5) A community laundry to which the women may come to launder
the family clothing;

(6) A community work shop where general repair work may be doné .

by the men of the community and for instruction of boys in the use of

power tools. ;

Around the school should be developed a school garden, for it is felt thab
where children learn to compete with one another in their individual school
plot, the program trains them for responsibilities around their homes.

(8) Any other matter or thing pertaining to the social and economic status of

Indians and advancement

We have several suggestions to make, for study and careful consideration by
the Committee with regard to several matters which we feel should be
incorporated in the revision of the Act.

s
)
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(1) As a guarantee for certain rights and privileges of home rule to the
Indian people, a charter should be granted to any group or organization for
municipal government with no vested rights, to be under governmental agency
and convenience and that charter may be altered or repealed at any time by
act of Parliament. We are very earnest in our belief that reserve home rule
Would do much to control its own destines in matters of the reserve or local
In significance. Such a charter would provide for election of overseers of the
poor, a school committee, trustees of the reserve library, constables, road masters,

énce viewers, milk inspectors, field-drivers of power implements and other
officers in the management of public affairs. This general participation in the
Dusiness of government of the reserve will contribute greatly in the development
of the younger generation of Indians into wide-awake and progressive citizens.
. (2) We request the Committee to include in its recommendations, a pro-
Vision to include Indians in old age pension laws, blind persons allowances
and mother’s allowances. As first citizens of Canada, liable to the payments
of income taxes and military service, we feel that such social security measures
a8 apply to other Canadians should also apply to the Indians.

(3) As members of a band whose reserve holds great possibilities for agri-
cultural development, we deeply appreciate the efforts of the governing powers
to instruct our children and young men in agricultural pursuits. We are agreed,

Owever, that the wording of sub-section 3 of section 93 and also of section
which effectually bars the employment of competent Indians as farm
Managers or instructors is a definite hindrance to progress in any reserve. We
he'refore recommend an amendment to the aforementioned sections to read
us

Section 93, subsection 3:—

“or may employ such persons and or competent Indians”.

Section 94A:—

“employing such persons and competent Indians”.

_The reason for such a recommendation will be found in definition (i) in
Section 1 of the present Act. "

We are confident that the approval of such an amendment will open up
Dew possibilities for advancement to the younger generation of Indians who
ave received special training, and to older Indians who are, by experience,

Cmpetent, to fulfil the duties of instructors and farm managers.

And finally, Gentlemen, we humbly request that a thorough investigation
be recommended by your committee into a matter concerning only our reserve,
Mamely;—the refusal of the Dominion Alloy Steel Corporation to fulfil a part
of the bargain entered into between the Department of Indian Affairs and
the Corporation to rebuild new churches for our reserve. Conditions which
Will he found in the surrender of over eleven hundred acres of our heritage
k%‘the year 1919. The facts about the whole matter are in the hands of Hon.
« H. Bryce.

We feel that the unauthorized use of our band funds to pay for the demolish-
Jent of our last place of public worship of our Creator surely bears inves-
tigation, We are, :

Respectfully yours,

THE PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION
OF THE CHIPPEWAS

SARNIA, ONTARIO.
January 13, 1947.
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Copy
CHIPPEWAS oF THAMES

CArRADOC RESERVE,

Feb. 21, 1947 Al
Mr. Norman E. Lickers, s !
Liaison Officer, ‘
Joint Committee on Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sir,—We, the undersigned, elected Chief and Councillors of the
Chippewa Indians of the Thames, Caradoc Reserve, present hereunder a prief “
for submission to the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs. |
1. Treaty Rights and Obligations ;

That the Committee look into the treaty of March 9, 1819 and the treaty
of July 8, 1822, or any other treaty that might have been entered into concerning
the Chippewa Indians of the Thames, Caradoc Reserve, and to have the
obligations fulfilled.

2. Band membership 3

No illegitimate child to become a member of the band without first getting
the consent of the Band in Council.

3. Liability of Indians to pay taves ,

That no tax be paid by this Band because to pay taxes would be contrary = =
to our treaty rights. ‘
4. Enfranchisement of Indians both voluntary and involuntary

Any Indian male or female owning land in a reserve must first dispose
of his or her land in the reserve to a treaty member of his or her band or to the
band he or she belongs before being enfranchised either voluntary or involuntary-
5. Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion Elections :

That this band do not desire to vote at Dominion elections. '
5. The encroachment of white persons on Indian reserves ‘
; Any government lease for pasture or for other purposes in the reserves,
applied for by a white person such tender or application must first get the 44
approval and consent of the Council of the band, and that notices for. tender = =

for lease be made public at least two weeks before the sitting of the counci
in any month. e
7. The operation of Indian day and residential schools ot
Schools should all have good drinking water, wells and pumps. Paré-
phernalia for the different sports. Finished students should be placed in post=
tions, and providing students are capable of filling clerical and other positions
in the Department of Indian Affairs, they should be placed in these positions:
8. Social and Economic status 4 A
(a) In view of the taxes on the commodities of life and merchandise pal® |
by the Indians, sick and aged monthly relief of $4.50 be raised to A
standard to those existing among the white race. PN
(b) A fair share of car license and gas tax be made available for rod® =
improvement on the reserve apart from roads taken over by t
government, ; ; i
(¢) Concerning agriculture on the reserve we want better co-operation from -
the Indian Agent. \
(d) For better housing, farming implements and stock that funds be
available by special appropriation furnished by the Government.
(¢) Two delegates from this Band be appointed to attend the Joint Com
mittee meeting, and that their expenses to be paid from the fund
this Band.
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PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
NiIPIsSING RESERVE

4 April 7, 1947.

Mr. NormaN E. LICKERS,
Liaison Officer,
Joint Committee on Indian Affairs.

We undersigned Indians, member of the Nipissing Reservation in the
. rovince of Ontario, we herein submit our suggestions and viewpoints on the
following matters in accordance to your letter of June 17, 1946.

Questions

. Treaty rights and obligations.

Band membership.

Liability of Indians to pay taxes.

. Enfranchisement of Indians both voluntary and involuntary.
Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion Elections.

The encroachment of white persons on Indians Reserves.

The operation of Indian Day and Residential Schools.

) And any other matter or thing pertaining to the social and economic
status of Indians and their advancement, which, in the opinion of such a com-
Mittee, should be incorporated in the revised Act.

ST R T R

50

Answers
L. The rights and privileges of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and all the
Treaties which concern the Indians we want to see them respected.
2. Indians only must be member of the Band.
3. We must be free from all kind of taxation impost in this Country.
4. No Indian must be enfranchise against his own will.
5. The Indians must not be allowed to vote at the White man Elections.

I 6. We don't want to see white persons reside on Indian Reserves and no
Ddian Territory sold away.

7. The education of the Indian children must be taught in their own school
On their Reservation to safeguard their Indian mode of life and the teaching
Must be given in their own language. '

8. For the social and economic Status of the Indian Nation advancement
Ve must have our freedom by being Govern by a National Indian Government
With his own Constitution Law; this is the only way that the Indian Nation will

B € sure that their rights and privileges will be protected and respected.

. This request is signed by Head Chief, councillors and the members of the
Nlpplssing Band. ]

| BERNARD COMMANDA, Chief, Band No. 1/6.
e ; ALEX GOULAIS, Councillor Band No. 95.

B , DAVID COMMANDA, Councillor Band No. 136.
i And 23 members of the Band.
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GeorGINA IsLAaxD, Ont.,
April 28, 1947.
Mr. NormAN E. LicKERS,
Liaison Officer,
Joint Committee on Indian Affairs, : f
Ottawa, Ont. ‘

DEear Sir—The circular letter sent to us in June, 1946, has been discussed
(belatedly) in Council and the following comments submitted, in a general way.
However we would appreciate the privilege of sending a delegate or delegates to
attend one of the committee’s meetings at any time you may deem convenient,’
so that our economic plans and suggestions for better health, better education, & |
higher standard of living, ete., as regards our own particular reserve may be-
more specifically outlined. f ! |

We are submitting hereunder comments under the various headings as
suggested by your circular.

1. Treaty rights and obligations—We suggest that all treaties be reviewed
as to terms and obligations of parties concerned and new interpretations devise
to coincide with present-day conditions. w

2. Band Membership—That Band concerned be notified of any applications !
for membership so that they (the Band) too, may have some authority as to = =
who should or should not be admitted.

3. Liability of Indians to pay tares—That taxes on income or on real
and personal property be not at the present time introduced excepting those
recommended by Council as by-laws in accordance with the Indian Act. :

4. Enfranchisement of Indians—That voluntary enfranchisement be the
rule as heretofore, but that Band concerned be given some authority in recom- j

'mending applicant for enfranchisement. : i

We strongly urge that some provision be included, in any changing of _the
Act, whereby a newly admitted member cannot in the course of a short time
enfranchise and take out his share of capital funds. To prevent the transaction =
becoming a “racket” we suggest that one must be a member for a sti;)ula'ped J
number of years so that he shall have had time and the privilege of becoming
an asset to the Reserve, which has admitted him. )

5. Eligibility of Indians to vote at Dominion elections—Tha tthe members
of our band are eligible to vote because we feel that we have sufficient education
and understanding of questions of the day to vote intelligently. We also feel
that due to the splendid war record, and sacrifices of our soldiers, and to the
fact that we do pay indirect taxes in our daily transactions outside the reserve,
we are entitled to a voice in our country’s affairs. : :

6. The encroachment of white persons on Indian reserves—That any
encroachment of a demoralizing nature be not tolerated. We have considerable
amount of labour on our reserves. On these jobs we ask that only Indian labout
be employed wherever such can be handled by Indians. : f

7. The operation of Indian day schools—That the system of using mission=
ary teachers be abolished. We would like to see our day school system supers
vised by a school board, as in white communities, so that a properly quallﬁed
teacher will always get the appointment. We suggest we elect one member from
the reserve to sit in with the school board of one of our adjacent white com-
munities and supervision to issue therefrom. We would appreciate too, somé
financial aid in advancing some of our children through high or technical scho0%
when certain ones are deserving of such. We cannot urge too strongly the nee
for better education for the new generation. We believe it is the key to the
ultimate solution of the so called “Indian problem”.




INDIAN ACT 1441

8. Education will of course show its results in the next generation, but for
!:he present generation any ways or means that can be arranged to increase the
mdividual income of our people will automatically raise our standard of living,
that is under proper supervision. To that purpose we submit the following
Suggestions with regard to our own particular reserve.

(1) The introduction of old age pensions and mothers’ allowances.

(2) The construction of two suitable docks, one on our island and one on
the mainland. A large part of our res