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7o NON.PRODUCTIVE THEO-
RISTS. ]

The Civil List and the Union of the Colo-
nies are questions that will acquire some
celebrity in the future history of Vancouver

ecocomy would have remained unadded to
Hamilton or Mill—many a new “wriokle” in
diplomgoy would bave been logt to Palmers- |
1on or *Grortschitkofi—many a mefhed of con-
verting” stohe or -water into gold would. have
remaioed a puzale to the modern alchemist
—had not these important questions come up

io Vanoouver Island in this year of Grace |

1864. It is to them we ~are.indebted for our
Lend Committee, and it is to this body we

owe our scientific knowledge of the golden |

qualities of “rock and swawp.” To the offi
oials and their friends, however, musi we
give the credit of the diseevery, aftei’ sges
of waeless experiment, of ~the “‘philetgpiier’s,
stone”’ Given an uolimited quaatily of rogk
and swamp sod gm:o_n-g

of the name of Mides, ‘who 'possessed this
gold couverting facuity to an alarming ex- |
tent ; but'his. avarice proved 'too expendive
at last, and be prayed to Bave his extra-
ordinary power taken away 8o, that he might
become like other men. We do not expect
that our “rock and swampers ” will imitate
the Phrygian King io this respect, howerver
much they may resemble his subsequent
character. Tut we are afraid that in future
they will have to pay a little dearer for their
whistle. Mr. Watson, on the Civil List
resolutions states truly “ that there are large
tracts of unproductive land in the hands of
capitalists rated at a value much under the
market value, which, when in the hands of
bona fide settlers, will rise in value aod yield
a corresponding increase of revente.” The
unproductive lands of the colony have been
year after year increasing in a mar=
vellous ratio, through the industry of the
mechanic, the farmer, and the tradesman, but
the holders have hitheito escaped payiog
more than a merely nominal tax. The whole
order of political economy seems in this re-
spect reversed. Instead of encouraging the
induetrial elements of the country, we hold
out every inducement to the non-producer,
and compel 2 man 1o pay to the Government
just in proportion to the amount of prosperity
he contributes to the colony. The theory of
our taxation seems to be, the less good onc
does, the less taxes he is called to pay. ‘A
man invests $500 ir land which he newver inx
tends to cultivate, and pays $5 a year. An-
other invests the same amount in business
and,whether he makes enough to sustaia life,
or gets into debt,is obliged to payatitheilow-
est computation $10 a year. The person whe
lavests in the unproductive land finds that,
owing to his more industrious neighbor, his
property has risen the following year to per=
haps double its former value; he, therefore,
by paying one per cent. clears eighty-five; but
a8 the land is idle, and no person paying
him rent, be has the duplicity and impudence
to tell his trading friend that as the taxes
are eating up the proceeds from his land, he
will be under the necessity of calling upon
him to contribute a larger proportion to the
Government, and thus enable him (the unx

fortunate land owner) to escape impending
ruin,

“fore & ‘grand - stroke of ‘policy if' they gould

® | world 0}‘%9; ipvel in &
- l.d‘, "they ' good-natdred 16t of
 Foowds »wotking burd 0o Vaacouver dsland
= " | 4o pay their taxes, and inorease the value of
| their erty. -

A deligbtful -dream truly,|
o Mo SRRy il Ve £ SRS
be awakened, some of these ""te'@" mage, | - et

groveling avatice—and make oar affuirs
abroad as despicable g8 animal greed with-
out intellectyal grasp can make them. The
great misfortune is that the colony is likely
to- ‘be. ridden by these incubi until some
stroke of fortume, like tbat which
relieved Siobad of his throtiling load,
comes 1o -our aid. The men in their
private capacity are a beavy enough borthen
op any strugglieg commaaity, but their pres-
ence in a Legielative Council is an actual
curse that wnst sooner or later bring disaster
on the couatry. Nething but a Cromwellian
tredtment will seoure us agsiost the evil day.
The Lowar House we have alwaysshown hins
this non-productive element too largely com-
mingled in its composition. . Quy remecks on

“wé hae distriets” Bomsinally represented
but that everyone: kdews that. the interests
of the representatives of the districts, so far|
from being identieal with those of their cos-}
stitaents are. gimply a hoilow profession.”’
Isit.any wonder, therefore, with this non-
representative! €lement ruling both Houses,
that men should be found bringiog forward
“theories of taxation repugnant to reason and
to the interests of nineteen-twentieths of the
whole population. We do not place a very
high estimate on the mental calibre of these
political economists, but we think, with all
their ebfuscation, they are scarcely blind
enough ‘to'the faet that to remove taxation
from real estate and put it on profits; or the
resulg ofgeneral industry, would be simply to
reduce rents inproportion. If an equivalent
i the éne ‘per cent.. real estate tax were
forced upon the tradesmen, we are convinged
that the real estate ' owner would he ‘com-~

pelled * to'. lower ' his rent much more,
even than this-one’ per cent. Theé grasp-
ing selfishuess of these men, therefore, does not
jot in this:direction, as a gendra] principle.
ut they have Ipased their available property
for & nomber of years, and. they have got
large tracts of wild land ; it would be wbere-

only get rid of paying taxes. ob: the_former
without any reduction-in the rént, snd som-
-pel the-inhabitsnts to take ail the ciy ;ﬁfqha
atter; ‘while they, living in’ gy part’ of the

popld apvel in the know-

per an rude as it will bé/iedenyite
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ARNIVAL OF TR ENTERPRISE
The steamer Enterprise arrived on Satar-
day from New Wesiminster with a few
passengers, amongst whom was Mr. James
Loring of the Loring, Diller & Co., (Hard
Carry) claim, who left Williams Creek oo
the 21st. ult. Mr. Loring reports favorably
of prospects at the mines.

Miners were arriving fast and the Creek
was beginning to assume a busy aspect. The
Welsh Co. obtained excellent prospects out
of their pay dirt, and the Cariboo Co. had
also struck pay dirt prospesting 85 to the
pan,

Goods were plentiful and prices moderate.

(Frem the Columbian.)

Tae Queex’s Birrapay.— We understand
the good people of Nanaimo propose spend-~
ing the approaching anniversary of the birth
of our beloved Queen with us, provided they
can succeed in chartering a steamer for the
occasion. In case they should carry their
intentien into effect we hope fitting prepara-
tions will be made here, not only to-give our
peighbors a hearty reception but to get up a
programme worthy of such a gathering.

Tue Britise CoLumBiaN BiBLe Socrery.
—" he Gteneral Committee of this Society held
a special meeting in the Town Hall on
Thursday evening for the trapsaction of
business, chiefly connected with the laber of
Mr. Hall, the joint Colporteur for the Van-
couver Society and the one above named.
Amongst other matters the Rev. H. Reeve
was appoiated Acting Joint Secretary, during
the absence of Rev. J. Sheepshanks. A
resolution was passed directing the Secre-
taries to correspond with His Excellency
Governor Seymour, agking him to become
Patron to the Society.

Exports.—The schooner Industry, from
Vicloria, took in a cargo of dressed flooring
at Webster & Co’s mill yesterday.

Tar Pic-Nxic.—We understand the arrange-
ments for the pic-nic excursion on Tuesday
are progressing satisfactorily. A large num-
ber of tickets have already bcen sold.

Cusroms Receiers for week ending 23rd
April, 1864 : Daties, £1091 1 2; harbor
dues, £20 2; head money, £41 12; tonnage

=

Hon, J2A. R. Homer sbasdened 3. 1880
lution for taxing wild land in faver of one by
Hoo, J. Orr upon the same subjset. 5o

Hon. H. Holbrook, seconded by hog'J. A.
R. Homer, moved, That lis Excetlagby the{
Goevernor be respeotfully requested: i bring
in a bill for the regulition of the Telagraph, |
aod to secure secrecy and fidelity in thiftrans
mission of message. s
" Moved by tbe bon. J. Orr, secouled by
_Hon. C. Brew, that the ‘Goveztitnés
regunestid o bring in a bill'fer
the rights of etock raisers and 2dyen
g:tun_ their stock on wnivclossd:

t. & AR F

“By the same, a bill to reguletetife:nwning
#t large of entire boun—m

By mmﬁé' téllto impose & sk upon
danim seither boughtorpre ted
—-Lo:t'.. 4 M P
i By 4hi¢

free of Exc¢ise duty,—Carried. o<l LR T

By the eawe, 'a bill %o regulsts the
Gishewigs of the rivers and coast of this'gelony
- Hod' 'R. T. 8mith asked the Colonial
Secrétary whetlier 'af not any action had
been talédn with' réference to the petition
from ‘1A peaple ‘oF © Hope praying that
the additiobil téx ‘6f ‘on@ half per cent. per
pound at present collected on all goods
leaving that place via Similkameen be taken
off. The hon. Colonial Secretary replied
that it was under the consideratiog of the
Government, and would receive immediate
attention.

Moved by hon. H. Holbrook, seconded by
bon. Attoroey-General, That a Select Com-
mittee of this House b& formed to consider
how' an assisted emigration from Great
Britain, either by paying part of passage
money or giving grants of land, can be made
availgifle -for this @blony. Cuarried. The
following ‘comhittée "'g‘ wathed by the
mover : Hons. Colonial Seévétary, Attorney
General, Gollector of Customs; B Nind, J.A.
R.'Homet, H. Holbrook, gnd:iJ{ Orr.

The -hon: Attorney: Generil geked: leave to
introduce’'a Bill for the relief-of ‘certain mil-
itary and paval settlers. Lea¥ granted,sud
‘Bill read'a first time.

The Postal Bill was introduced by thehon
Attorneéy General, and 'read a first time.

The House went into Qdthmittee of the
Whole upon the Inland Navightion Bill, hon,
H. Holbrook in“the Chair, 'deveral clauses
‘were amended ‘and passed, when the Com-
mittee ‘tose, reported progress, and asked
legve to sit again.

: th'w Jofut Stock' Companies Bill was read
a third time%nd passed. :
The Land Registry Amendment Bill was’

asking His ellpncy 1o appoiot or re@om-
mend. for appointment Notaries Publio for
this oglepy. .

Hon.”’R. T. Smith gave notice that he
would ask leave to lay béfore this Hotse a
statemens from a number of inhabitants of
Yale in relation to ¢ertain grievances eddur—
ed by them in consequence of parties being
allowed to erect buildings on the grodnd
situate between the town site and the river,
and to ask that the Government grant no
more leases of said ground. :

THURSDAY’8 SITTING.

Mewbers present: Hons. Colomal Sec~
retary, Atorney Generg), Collccior gt Cus-
tors, C. Brew, P. O’Rei“;& . Ball, J. 4.
R. Homer, H. Holbrook, J, Or¥; k&. 3lagk,
and R. T. Smith. £

Mioutes of previous mieeting were read
and approved. :

A communication was read from his Ex-
cellency Governor Seymour informing the
House that be approved of the régcommenda-
tion to appoint honorary Justices of the
Peace in certain localities, and the matter
would receive his attention as soon as he
should be in a position to inform himself
more fully as to the requirements of the coun-
try in that respect.

Another communication from his Excel~
lency was read informing the House that he
had found upon his table a recommeondation
from the Council asking for a serious altera-
tion in the Tariff, but that owing to his very
recent arrival in the colény, and his eon-
sequent limited koowledge of’its require-
ments, he felt it his duty to decline to sanc-
tion it during the present session, which had
now so nearly expired, éspecially as he was
aware that his predecessor would not have
sanctioned it.

I'he committee appointed to arrange the
matter respecting the transfer of Mr. Trutch’s
interest in certain works to the government
reported that, inasmueh as Mr. Trutch re-
fused to furnish any data as to the cost of the
oridge, they were unable to arrive at any con-
clusion, and, therefore, referred the matter
back to his Excellency.

The committee on the address reported.
The address was adopted, and presentegfon
Friday at 1 o’clock.

Moved by hoo. H..Holorook, seconded by
hon. J. A. R. Homer, that his Excellency be
respectfully requested to appoint, or recom-

dues, £106 11. Total, £1259 6 2; or
£6107 5.6 Number of passengers entering
at this port daily during same period, 208.

Tae ScHOONER “ ALpua,” of Nanaimo.
elevred from this port on Thursday with a
cargo of lumber ~and ‘shingles from Mr.
Homer’s mill. i

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BRIT-

Such ig the position and such the argu-
ments of the land jobbers of hcul Upper and
Lower Houses. Not cr at with retarding
the growth of . the country by .seling the.
dog in the wanger, in peither eultivating
the land.nor enabling others to cultivate it—
they must needs indulge in these vermiculat-

ing vagaries—these twistizge and turnings of

1SH COLUMBIA.

(From the Columbian.]
MonpaY April 25, 1864.
.Members present—Hons. Colenial Secre-
tary, Attorney-General, C. Brew, P..O'Reilly,
H. M. Bail,J. A. R. Homer, H. Holbrook, J.
Orr, W. 8. Biack and R. T. Smith.

coofirmed, -

Minutes of previous meetiog was read and

mend for appointment, notaries public for
thig colony.—Carried.

Hon. R. T. Smith presented a petition
from iohabitants of Yale respecting the oce
capation of ground on the river edge. After
considerable dizcussion the matter was re-

cellency the Governoor to increase the sum of
£250° recommended by the Council to the

Juantity of wheat to be ground per day t. be
increased to 150 bushels.

Council.
all inland letters and newspapers, without

rate ‘of sizpence sterling for each letter
and newspaper throughout the colony.

service: between San Francisco and New

colony paying a boous therefor.
wihount of subsidy is pot hinted or even
stated in the resolution; but it is understood
out-of-doers thas $235,000 is the maximum
agreed on.

agricuitura) purposes .ot quaris mills into
the colony duty free.

vlose on-*Tuesday <or :Wednesday vexi.
up eountry.

gome of the legal fraternity left on Satur-
day for Cariboo.

COMMITTEE ON CROWN LANDS.

present— he Chairman, and Messrs. De-

NOTICES OF MOTION, | Pemberton was resumed :

Hon. Attorney General gave notice that he In answer to u question put at last meeting,
would on Friday bring iu a Bill to protect | Witness atated that Mr. Dallas’ name was
patents. not in the pre-emption book. Witness said
“"Hon. J. Orr gave notice that he would on 1 after Mr. Dallas bad selected the land, he of
Friday ask for the appointment of a Deputy | eourse looked on him ae the owner. Mr.
Registrar for Catiboo East. \ Dallas poioted out the land he proposed te
Hon. J. A. R. Homer gave notice that he | purchase in presence of Mr. McKenzie.
would on Friday iotroduce a resolution re- Ques.—Did you look on Mr. Dallas as the
commending His Excellency the Governor to owner of that land up to the time you gave
make an appropriation of £5,000 for the pur- ( him tbe instaiment paper; Aps.—Certainly,
pose of subsidizing a line of ocean steamers to | I would not have sold the land to anybody

convey the mails between San Francisco and | else during that period.
the port of New Westminster, said steam«| By Mr. DeCosmos—Did I not understand
ships to be not less than 1.000 tons register. | you on a former occasion to say that Mr.
Also a resolution recommending his Exeel- | Dallas refused to take the land because a
lency the Governor to insert in the tariff bill | part of it bad been sold? Aps.—Certainly.
récommended by this Council. a clanse re- | Ques.—What portion of land seleeted by Mr.
pealing that portion of the Customs Act dated | Dallas was sold by you in the interim, and to
June 2u0d, 1859, which allows eusioma duties | whom ?  Ans.—It was a matter of a few
9 of British Colambis (0 be ] my recol-

Y880 0B comm ‘ﬁ m
cellency the Goveruor to advise the Iraperial
government to grant to this colony a Legisla«
tive Asgembly.

Also, that he would ask the hon. Colonial
Secretary for information 1elative to the ap-
propriations for colonial buildings and roads
in the district of New Westminster.

Also, a resolution asking the Council to
take into consideration the reply of his Excel~
lency relative to the tariff bill.

Also, a resolution recommending his Ex-

Hme.” (

By Major Foster—Do  you believe that
Mr. Dallas gut the land he selected ‘as near
as could be by a general sarvey of a district
which was not made until a later period ?
Ans.—I do.

By Mr. DeCosmos—Do you remember
whether Mr. Dallas had prairie or timber
land in view in making his selection? Ans.
—Open land, to the best of my recollection.

By the Chair—What about the two see-
tions bought by you in Lake distriet for a
triend? Ang —A cousin of my own, unknown
to me, bought land from the Hud<on Bay
company in London, intending to emigrate
with his family, but changiog his miud, T
took the lands off his bands. His name was
Henry Swmith, and the lands now stand in
his name on the books.

With regard to the Governor’s reserve :

By Mr. De¢Cosmos—Was there such a
reserve as the Governor’s reserve, and what
was itssize? Ans.—There was such a re~
serve, in size 1,000 acres in round numbers.

Witness read a copy of a letter from the
Secretary of the colinies, dated May 3, 1856,
to the Governor of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany expressing his approval of the propusi~
tion of Governor Douglas to sell the land
known as the Governor's reserve.

Witness resumed—The sections compris-
ing the reserve were sections 68,1 D, 74, 75,

person who will erect the firat grist mill in
the colony, to the sum of £500, and the

e

ADDITIONAL.
[BY AN OCCASION AL CONTRIBUTOR|

On Friday the Postal Bill passed its
third and final reading in the Legislative
By this measure the postage on

reference to distance; is-fixed at the uniform

A resolution passed unanimously authoriz:
ing the Governor to negotiate for a mail

Westminster, to be performed by steam ves~

8 less than 1000 tons burthen, the | ©°:

vela.of gt leps thau 1044 h "The| By the Chair—Who are the owners of
these now? Ans.—I am the owner of sec~
tions 68 and 74. Ques.—When did you par-
chase these sections ? Anps.—>ection 68 in
April 19,1859. Ques.—When did you oe-
cupy them * Ans.—I thiuk in 1856. Ques.—
Ou what conditions ? Ans.—There were no
conditions. Ques.—How did you get pesses-
sion of it? Ans.—I took possession from
the. Hudson Bay Company by their permission,
and looked on it as my own property ; I will
ascertain the date,
. By Mr. DeCosmos—When did you pur-
chase section 74? Auns—May 8, 1857.
Ques.—Who owns 75% Ans.—B. W.
Pearse; he bought it May 8, 1857. Ques.
Who owns 767 Ans.—B., W. Pearse; he
bought it May 25,1858. Ques.—Who pur-
chased section 1 D? Ans. Governor Doug«
las. Ques.—How many acres does it con-
tain? Aps.—68 acres; it was bought Aug:
1856.

By the Chair—Were you in possession of
these sections prior to the reception of these
despatches? Auns—Cortainly not.

By Mr. DeCosmos—Will you explain why
there are 230 73 100ths acres of rock allowed in
suction 68, purchased on April 19, 1850, when
allowance for rock ceased in June, 18787?
Ans.—You will find that ty be the case in
every instance in which the land was bona
fide held previous to date of instalment
paper. Ques.—What is James Yates’ pro-
perty in Victoria District? Ans.—Section
11, containing 87 acres ; and section 12, eon-
taining 117 acres, both bought in August,
1852 ; section 20 was bought in 1858 ; he
was allowed 3 72-100ths acres of rock and
swamp on section 20 : his next purchase was
section 21. bought May 26, 1851, the allow~
ance in which is 5 acres.

By Dr. Powell—Was there ever a reser-
vation made for Canadisns in the ravine,
Johnson street? Ans.—No; Johnson street
was originally occupied by Freach Cana-
dians, and the Governor desired me to let
them have the ravine for garden purposes,
but as they never fenced it nor took pos~
session of it, the Governor directed 1t to be
sold along with-the town site.

By the Chair—Was there a reserve for a
cemetery on Johnson street? Ans.—There
was a graveyard there before [ came ; I sur~
veyed 1t ; do not remember the precise num-
ber of acresin it; it was fenced, but badly ;
it was subsequently soid by me.

Mr. Pemberton was here dismissed.

Mr. DeCosmos wished to maie a state-
ment about the report. He uaderstood that
Mr. Duacan and himself were appointed te
draw up a report; Mr. Duncan was unable
to attend on Friday and Saturday, and this
morning he (Mr. DeC) had drawn up a re-
port, aud bad he kaown Mr. Duncan would
he unable to assist him, he would have had
it ready. He would now ask the Chairman
to allow him to draw up the report himself,
and he would undertake to present it on
Wednesday or Thursday, completed.

Dr. Powell said the object of the report
was to embedy all the evidence which had
appeared before the Committee, and it did
not matter whether it was drawn up by one
member or more; any one man who would
do it would deserve the thanks of the Com-

It is under comsideration to admit ship
building material, machinery for vessels,

The preseunt session it is expected will

Several of the members have already gone

Judge Begbie, Commissioner O'Reilly,and

MoNDAY, May 2d, 1864.
Committee met at 11 a. m. Members

Cosmos, Tolgie, Duncan, Dennes, Powell,
Foster.

In the minutes of last meeting Mr. Pem-
berton wished to correct the date at which
he first took up his land ; it should be 1856
instead of 1854 The minutes also stated
that the Chairman had presented a report at
jast meeting which was rejected, Messrs.
Duccan and Dennes voting for its adoption,
and Messrs. DeCosmos, Powell and Foster
voting against it.

The Chairman asked Mr. DeCosmos it he
voted agsinst the report ?

Mr. DeCosmos said certainly he did.

Dr. Powell. on being asked by the Chair-
man, said he had voted for its postponement,
uot for its rejection.

Mr. Duucan asked Mr. DeCosmos whether
he would say distinctly that he voted against
the report.

Mr. DeCosmos said the Chairman had not
formally put the question ; be had put the
the “ Ayes"” but uot the * Noes.”

Dr. Powell said no blame whatever was
to be imputed to the Clerk in the matter.
Dr. Tolmie said when he had left before
the conclusion of last meeting, he never for a
moment supposed so important a queslion
would be brought up ; he thought it was not
parliamentary practice to bring up a vote
without potice.

His protest was entered in the minntes.
Maj. Foster said there was no negative
vote taken on the question ; he himself had
pot voted at all on the question.

The Chairman said the “ Noes” had not
been taken beeause the three gentlemen
wished to postpone tbe matter.

" Mr. DeCosmos asked for the production of
the Chronicle newspaper, where it was stated
that Messrs. Duncan and Denoes had voted
for, and Messrs. Powell, DeCosmos and Fos-
ter against the report.

Mr. Duncan indignantly objected to his
time being taken up by discussing newspaper
reports, and dushbed out of the room in a rage,
disregarding the entreaties of several of the
members to remain.

Mr. DeCosmos asked the Chairman to
order the Clerk to produce the report laid
before the committee at last meeting.

The Chairman said that it would be diffi-
cult for the Clerk to produce what he had
pot got. The document was purely private.

terred to his Excellency.
The House again went into commiitee of
the whole on the Inland Navigation Bill.
After several amendmeonts it was finally
adopted. :
The House went into committee of the
whole upon the Legal Interest Bill, hon. H.
Holbrook in the chair. The bill was read a
third time and passed.
The House went inte Committes. gf the
Whoale on the Lacd Registrymm*?mem
Bill, hon. P. O'Reilly in the oh&' o»*Th
4 pas

-

mittee.

Dr. Tolmie cordially agreed with the pro-
position of Mr. DeCosmos. The Committee
should be very much obliged to any member
who would undertake the task.

Ur. Powell moved that in order to facilitate
the completion of the business before thn
Committee, Mr. DeCosmos be empow«. | &
draft a report, to be submitted to 1\ Com~
mittee on Thursday at 11 o’clock, a.m.;

The Clerk was bere despatched for **May’s
Parliamentary Practice,” to decide the kuotty
poiant.

Mr. DeCosmos would ask whether the re-
port, when once submitted to the Committee,
was public ur private.

The minutes of last meeting were adopted.

Iir. Powell wished to bave it recorded that
tié had not voted positively on the Chairman’s
Repart, but only asked for its postponement, day ¢
anmat it should be brought up at the next seconded by Dr. Tolmie and passed.

' meetin ' The Committee adjourned till Thursday at

was adopted, read a third timg

.:‘gm

The "examination of Surveyor-General | 11 8.m.
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