
SACRAMENTAL THOUGHTS.
NO. II.

Behold, I come quickly.’’—Rev. xxii. IS.

Wilt thou return,
Thou great, thou distant One ;

On clouds of heaven 
Triumphant lighting down ?

Shall 1 see thee,
Thou loved now unseen '

Thy manhood clothed 
1 n Deity serene ?

See thee, my God,
My Saviour, Brother, Friend '

And be with thee 
Where visits never end ‘

Or here, or there.
Be It at thy decree,

I know no heaven 
Except the sight of thee !

If I e’er try
To think what heaven is,—

Its pearly gates,
Its golden seats of bliss ;

Nor form, nor mould 
To fancy’s search is given,

And answer none,
But, “ Jesus is thy heaven.”

Blessed Saviour :
Thou art my heaven now , 

Fountain of joy.
Whence all its currents llow

Musing thy word.
1 hear thy voice the while ;

On nature's front 
1 see thy loving smile ;

t’pon my knees 
I seem to know thee near ;

Thy table spread.
1 feel that thou art there

And when 1 share 
Its hallowed mystery, 

to tasted love 
My spirit feeds oh thee.

So known, so seen.
In sweet communion near, 

In sympathy 
So holy and so dear :

Jesus, 1 think.
Thus communing with thee,

Yes, I can think 
What heaven perhaps may be.

My bosom swells 
To give thy presence room ;

Come, Lord Jesus,
O quickly, quickly come :

Tb« above u selected from a publication, entitled 
Table of the Lord.”

From the Wesleyan Magazine for May.
MR. WESLEY’S CONVERSION.

F ROM the Minutes of the last Wesleyan Conference, it 
appears that it is intended in the year 1839 to cele­
brate the Centenary of the formation of the Metho­
dist societies :-an arrangement from which great good 
may be anticipated. Communities ns well as individ­
uals are liable to degenerate ; and hence the necessity 
of a frequent recurrence to the principles upon which 
they were originally founded, and to the objects which 
they were intended to accomplish. There is one fact 
connected with the rise of that form of Christianity 
which is denominated Methodism, to which I think 
attention might at present be profitably directed. 1 
allude to Mr. Wesley’s conversion, the centenary of 
which will fall upon the 24th of May next. It was 
on the 24th of May, in the year 1738, that the Rev. 
John Wesley obtained the inward witness of God’s 
pardoning mercy, with that new and holy nature 
which was manifest in his active zeal and blameless 
conduct during the remainder of his very useful life. 
Of this great and momentous change he has given o cir­
cumstantial account in his Journal, which I beg leave 
to transcribe and to which I shall take the liberty of 
appending a few remarks. The following is bis own 
account : —

“ Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, I had conti­
nual sorrow and heaviness in my heart ; something 
of which I described, in the broken manner I was able, 
in the following letter to a friend :—

“ 1 O why is it, that so great, so wise, so holy a 
God will use such an instrument as me Lord, let 
the dead bury their dead ! But wilt thou send the 
dead to raise the dead ? Yea, thou sendest whom 
thou wilt send, and showest mercy by whom thou 
wilt show mercy ! Amen ! Be it then according to thy 
will ! If thou speak the word, Judas shall cast out

it The

devils.
“ ‘ 1 feel what you say, (though not enough) for I 

am under the same condemnation. 1 see that the 
whole law of God is holy, just, and good. I know 
every thought, every temper of my soul, ought to l>ear 
God’s image and superscription. But how am I fal­
len from the glory of God ? I feel that 1 am told un­
der tin. 1 know that 1, too, deserve nothing but 
wrath, being full of abominations ; and having no 
good thing in me, to atone for them, or to remove the 
wrath of God. All my works, my righteousness, my 
prayers, need an atonement for themselves. So that 
my mouth is stopped. I have nothing to plead. God 
is holy ; I am unholy. God is a consuming fire ; I 
am altogether a sinner, meet to be consumed,
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“ ‘ Yet I hear a voice (and is it not the voice ot 
Ciod ?) saying, Believe, and thou shalt be saved. He 
that bflieveth it patted from death unto life. God to 
loved the icorld that he gave hit only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perith, but 
have everlasting life.’’

1 • O let no one deceive us l»y vain words, as if we 
had already obtained this faith ! By its fruits we 
shall know. Do we already feel peace with God, and 

'joy in the Holy GKost ? Does hit Spirit bear witness 
with our spirit that we are the children of God 1 Alas ! 
with mine he does not. Nor, I fear, with yours. O, 
thou Saviour of men, save us from trusting in any 
thing but thee ? Draw us after thee ! Let us be emp­
tied of ourselves, and then fill us with all peace and 
joy in believing, and let nothing separate us from thy 
love, in time or in eternity !’

XV bat occurred on Wednesday the 24th, I think 
lu st to relate at large, after premising what may make 
it to be the letter understood. Let him that cannot 

«receive it, ask of the Father of Lights, that he would 
give more light to him and me.

“ 1. 1 believe, till^I was about ten years old, 1 had

was seated in the heart, and that God’s law ckteafcd 
to all our thoughts, as well as words and |
was, however, very angry at Kempis, for betag te» 
strict, though 1 read him only in Dean Stanbope’stn». 
lation. Yet I had frequently much sensible comfeità 
reading him, such as I was an utter stranger to befaw • 
and meeting likewise with a religious friend, wfcttl 
never had till now . I began to alter the whole formsf 
my conversation, and to set in earnest upoin 
life. 1 set apart an hour or two a day for 
retirement. 1 communicated every week. 1 watched 
against all sin, whether in word or deed. 1 began * 
aim at, and pray for, inward holiness. So the 
now, ‘ doing so much, and living so good a lift,11 
doubted not but I was a good Christian.

5. Removing soon after to another college, 1 at- 
cuted a resolution, which 1 was before convinced, was 
of the utmost importance, shaking off at once aBajr 
trifling acquaintance. I began to see more and n* 
the value of time. I applied myself closer to tttij.r, 
I watched more carefully against actual sins. 1*^, 
vised others to be religious, according to that schees 
of religion by which I modelled my own life. BÉ

not sinned away that ‘ washing of the Holy Ghost* meeting now with Mr. Law’s ‘ Christian Perfection,’
which was given me in baptism, having been strictly 
educated, and carefully taught that I could only be 
saved 1 by universal obedience, by keeping all the 
commandments of God;’ in the meaning of which 1 
was diligently instructed. And those instructions, so 
far as they respected outward duties and sins, 1 glad-

and ‘ Serious Call,’ (although 1 was much oüèndei 
at many parts ef both, yet) they convinced me non 
than ever of the exceeding height, and breadth,
depth of the law of God. The light flowed Ml ss

ly received, and often thought of. But all that was
said to me of inward obedience or holiness 1 neither 
understood nor remembered. So that I was, indeed, 
as ignorant of the true meaning of the law, as I was 
of the Gospel of Christ.

“ The next six or seven years were spent at 
school ; where, outward restraints being removed, I 
w as much more negligent than before, even of outward 
duties, and almost continually guilty of outward sins, 
which I knew to be such, though they were not scan­
dalous in the eye of the world. However, I still read 
the Scriptures, and said my prayers, morning and 
evening. And what 1 now hojæd to be saved by, was, 
1. Not being so bad as other people. 2. Having still 
a kindness for religion. And, S. Rending the Bible, 
going to church, and saying my prayers.

“3. Being removed to the University, for five years, 
I still said my prayers, both in public and private, 
and read, with the Scriptures, several other books of 
religion, especially comments on the New Testament. 
Yet I had not all this while so much as a notion of in­
ward holiness ; nay, went on habitually and, for the 
most part, very contentedly, in some or other known 
sin ; indeed, with some intermission and short strug­
gles, especially before and after the holy communion, 
which I was obliged to receive thrice a year. I can­
not well tell what I hoped to be saved by now. when 
I w as continually sinning against that little light I had, 
unless by those transient fits of what many Divines 
taught me to call ‘ repentance.’

“ 4. When 1 was about twenty-two, iny father 
pressed me to enter into holy orders. At the same 
time the providence of God directing me to Kêmpis’s 
1 Christian Pattern,’ I began to see, that true religion

mightily upon my soul, that every thing appeani ■ 
a new view. 1 cried to God fpr help, and luauinfl 
not to prolong the time of obeying him as I neverhai 
done before. And by my continued ‘ endeavoer la 
keep his whole law,’ inward and outward, ‘tofl» 
utmost of my power,’ I was persuaded that I 
be accepted of him, and that I was even then in 
of salvation.

“ 6. In 1730 I began visiting the prisons, 
the poor and sick in tow n, and doing what other goad 
I could, by my presence or my little fortune, to the 
bodies and souls of all men. To this end I abridged 
myself of all superfluities, and many that are called 
necessaries of life. I soon became a by-word for ee 
doing, and I rejoiced that ‘ my name was cast out ee 
evil.’ The next spring I began observing the Wed­
nesday and Friday fasts, commonly observed in the 
ancient church ; tasting no foot! till three in the after 
noon. And now I knew not how to go any further. 
1 diligently strove against all sin. 1 omitted no sort 
of self-denial which I thought lawful ; I carefully 
used, both in puhLc and in private, all the means of 
grace at all oppoNmiities. I omitted no occasion ft* 
doing good : 1 for that reason suffered evil. And ell 
this 1 knew to be nothing, unless as it was directed 
toward inward holiness. Accordingly this, the image 
of God, was what I aimed at in all, by doing his will, 
not my own. Yet when, after continuing some yea» 
in this course, I apprehended myself to be near death, 
I could not find that nil this gave me any comfort, or 
any assurance of acceptance with God. At this I was 
then not a little surprised, not imagining I had been 
all this time building on the sand, nor considering that 
other foundation can no man lay, than that which 

is laid by God, even Christ Jesus.’
“ 7. Soon after, a contemplative man convinced
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wtt still more thafl I was convinced before, that out- 
! works are n ing, being alone ; and in several 

! goeversations instructed me how to pursue inward ho- 
HnC[m or a union of the soul with God. But even of 
fcè instructions, (though 1 then received them as the 
weeds of God,) I cannot but now observe, 1. That 
Iwapoke so incautiously against trusting (MMitward 

i works, that he discouraged me from doing Ont at all. 
1 That he recommended (as it w:ere, to supply what 
was wanting in them) mental prayer, and the like ex­
ercises, as the most effectual means of purifying the 
goal, and uniting it with God. Now these were, in 
mith, as much my own works as visiting the sick or 
clothing the naked ; and the union with God thus pur­
sued was as really my own righteousness, as any I 
had before pursued under another name.
“8. In this refined way of trusting to my own 

works, and my own righteousness, (so zealously ih- 
ralcated by the mystic writers,) I dragged on heavily, 
feding no comfort or help therein, till the time of my 
leaving England. On shipboard, however, I was 
■gain active in outward works ; where it pleased God, 
of his free mercy, to give me twenty-six of the Mora­
vian Brethren for companions, who endeavoured to 
dhow me a more excellent way. But I understood it 
■ot at first. I was too learned and too wise. So that 
it seemed foolishness unto me. And I continued 
preaching and following after and trusting in that 
righteousness, whereby no flesh can be justified.

“9. All the time I was at Savannah I was thus 
beating the air. Being ignorant of the righteousness 
of Christ, which by a living faith in him bringeth sal­
vation ‘ to every one that believeth,’ I sought to es­
tablish my own righteousness, and so laboured in the 
lire all my days. I was now properly under the law ; 
I knew that the law of God was spiritual ; I consent­
ed to it, that it was good. Yea, I delighted in it, af­
ter the inner man. Yet was I carnal, sold under, sin. 
Every day was I constrained to cry out, 1 What I do, 
I allow not ; for what 4 would, I do not ; but what I 
hate, that I do. To will is indeed present with me ; 
but how to perform that which is good, I find not. 
For the good which I would, I do not, but the evil 
which I would not, that 1 do. I find a tow, that when 
I would do good, evil is present with me ; even the 
law in my members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and still bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin.’

“ 10. In this vile, abject state of bondage in sin, I 
was indeed fighting continually, but not conquering. 
Before, I had willingly served sin ; now, it was un­
willingly ; but still I served it. I fell and rose, and. 
fell again. Sometimes I was overcome, and in hea­
viness ; sometimes I overcame, and was in joy. For 
as in the former state, I had some foretaste of the ter­
rors of the law, so had 1 in this, of the comforts of 
the Gospel. During this whole struggle between na­
ture and grace, (which had now continued above ten 
years,) I had many remarkable returns to prayers ; 
especially when I was in trouble. I bad many sensi­
ble comforts, which are indeed no other than abort 
anticipations of the life of faith. But I was still under 
the law, not under grace : the state most who are call­
ed Christians are content to live and die in. For I

was only striving with, not freed from, sin ; neither 
had I the witnèss of the Spirit with my spirit ; ami 
indeed could not ; for 1 sought it not by faith, but (us 
it were) by the works of the law.

“11. In my return to England, January. 1738, be­
ing in imminent danger of death, and very uneasy on 
that account, I was strongly convinced that the cause 
of that uneasiness was unbelief, and that the gaining :i 
tree, living faith, was the one thing needful for hm\ 
But still I fixed not this faith on its right object : I 
meant only faith in God, not faith in or through Christ. 
Again, I knew not that I was wholly void of this faith; 
but only thought I had not enough of it. So that w hen 
Peter Bohler, whom God prepared for me as soon a< 
I came to London, affirmed of true faith in Christ, 
(which, is but one,) that it had those two fruits insepa­
rably attending it, • dominion over sin, ami constant 
peace from a sense of forgiveness,’ I was quite amaz­
ed, and looked upon it as a new Gospet. If this w as 

so, it was clear I had not faith. But I was not w il­
ling to be convinced of this. Therefore I disputed 
with all my might, and laboured to prove, that faith 
might lie, where these were not ; especially w here the 
sense of forgiveness was not : for all the scriptures 
relating to this, f had lieen long since taught to con­
strue away, and to call all Presbyterians who spoke 
otherwise. Besides, I well saw, po one could (in 
the nature of things) have such a sense of forgive­
ness, and not fegl it. But I felt it not. If then there 
was do faith without this, all my pretensions to faith 
dropped at once,

“ 12. When I met Peter Bohler again, he consent­
ed to put the dispute upon the issue which I desired, 
viz., Scripture and experience. I first consulted the 
Scripture. But w hen I set aside the glosses of men. 
and simply considered the words of God, comparing 
them together, endeavouring to illustrate the obscure 
by the plainer passages, I found they all made against 
me, and was forced to retreat to my last hold, ‘ That 
experience would never agree with the literal inter­
pretation of those scriptures. Nor could I, therefore, 
allow it to he true, till I found some living witness» > 
of it.’ He replied, 1 He could show me such at any 
time ; if 1 desifed it, the next day.’ And according­
ly, the next dqy, he came with three others, all of 
whom testified of their own personal experience, thar 
a true living faith in Christ is inseparable from a sense 
of pardon for all past, and freedom from all present, 
sins. They added with one mouth, that this faith was 
the gift, the free gift of God, and that He would sure­
ly bestow it upon every soul who earnestly and pefse- 
veringiy sought it. I was now thoroughly convinced ; 
and, by the grace of God, I resolved to seek it unto 
the end : 1. By absolutely renouncing all dependence, 
in w hole or in part, upon my own works or righteous­
ness, on which I had really grounded my hope of sal­
vation, though I knew it not, from my youth up. il. 
By adding to the constant use of all the other means 
of grace, continual prayer for this very thing,—jus­
tifying, saving faith ; a full reliance on the blood of 
Christ shed for me; a trust in him as my Christ, as my 
sole justification, sanctification, and redemption.

“13. I continued thus to seek it, (though with, 
strange indifference, dulness, and coldness, «id unu-
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“ ‘ Yet I hear a voice (and is it not the voice ot 
(rod ?) saying, Believe, and thou shall be saved. He 
that believeth is passed from death unto life. God so 
loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.'

i: * O let no one deceive us by vain words, as if we 
had already obtained this faith ! Bv its fruits we 
shall know. Do we already feel peace with God, and 

* joy in the Holy- Ghost ? Does his Spirit bear witness 
.with our spirit that we are the children of God ? Alas ! 
with mine he does not. Nor, I fear, with yours. O, 
thou Saviour of men, save us from trusting in any 
thing 4>ut thee ? Draw us after thee Î Let us be emp­
tied of ourselves, and then fill us with all peace and 
joy in believing, and let nothing separate us from thy 
love, in time or in eternity !’

‘•What occurred on Wednesday the 24th, I think 
best to relate at large, after premising what may make 
it to be the I letter understood. Let him that cannot 
receive it, ask of the Father of Lights, that he would 
give more light to him and me.

“1. I believe, till I was about ten years old, I.had 
not sinned away that ‘ washing of the Holy Ghost’ 
which was given me in baptism, having beeif strictly 
educated, and carefully taught that I could only be 
saved ‘ by universal obedience, by keeping all the 
commandments of God;’ in the meaning of which I 
was diligently instructed. And those instructions, so 
far as they respected outward duties and sins, 1 glad­
ly received, and often thought of. But all that was 
said to me of inward obedience or holiness I neither 
understood nor remembered. So that I was, indeed, 
as ignorant of the true meaning of the law, as I was 
of the Gospel of Christ.

“ 2. The next six or seven years were spent at 
school ; where, outward restraints being removed, I 
was much more negligent than before, even of outward 
duties, and almost continually guilty of outward sins, 
which 1 knew to be such, though they were not scan­
dalous in the eye of the wtirld. However, 1 still read 
the Scriptures, and said my prayers, morning and 
evening. And w hat I now hoped to be saved by, was, 
1. Not being so bad as other people. 2. Having still 
a kindness for religion. And, 3. Heading the Bible, 
going to church, and saying my prayers.

“ 8. Being removed to the University, for five years,
1 still said my prayers, both in public and private, 
aud read, with tho Scriptures, several other lxioks of 
religion, especially comments on the New Testament. 
Vet I had not all this while so much os a notion of in­
ward holiness ; nay, went on habitually and, for the 
most part, very contentedly, in some or other known 
sin ; indeed, with some intermission and short strug­
gles, especially before and aller the holy communion, 
which 1 was obliged to receive thrice a year. 1 can­
not well tell what I hoped to be saved by now, when 
1 was continually sinning against that little light I had, 
unless by those transient fits of what many Divines 
taught me to call ‘ repentance.’

“ 4. When I was about twenty-two, my father 
pressed me to enter into holy orders. At the same 
time the providence of God directing me to Kempis’s 
1 Christian Pattern,’ I began to see, that true religion

was seated in the heart, and that God’s law < 
to all our thoughts, as well as words and ania* | 
was, however, very angry at Kèmpis, for behg in 
strict, though I read him only in Dean Stanbope’litRR» 
lation. Y et I had frequently much sensible ceedhitii 
reading him, such as I was an utter stranger to hdee • 
and meeting likewise with a religious friend, which! 
never had till now, I began to alter the whole fmmtt 
my conversation, and to set in earnest up* a lew 
life. 1 set apart an hour or two a day for reBgj*§ 
retirement. 1 communicated every week. Iwatehd
against all sin, whether in Word or deed. I beg* ft

r

aim at, and pray for, inward holiness. Se th* 
now, ‘ doing so much, and living so good a life,» | 
doubted not but I was a good Christian.

“ 5. Removing soon after to another college, I «se» 
cuted a resolution, which 1 was before convinced, 
of the utmost importance, shaking off at once aBfigjr 
trifling acquaintance. I began to see more gad msec 
the value of time. 1 applied myself closer to staff.
I watched more carefully against actual sins. lal 
vised others to be religious, according to that eehei 
of religion by which I modelled my own life. |* 
meeting now with Mr. Law’s ‘ Christian Perfection’ 
and * Serious Call,’ (although 1 was much oflcaM 
at many parts of both, yet) they convinced ms MR, 
than ever of the exceeding height, and breadth, at 
depth of t^e law of God. The light flowed il R> 
mightily upon my soul, that every thing appealed il 
a new view. I cried to God for help, and raaabeil 
not to prolong the time of obeying him as I neverIrI 
done before. And by my continued ‘endeavourla 
keep his whole law,’ inward and outward, ‘ to (he 
utmost of my power,’ I was persuaded that I should 
be accepted of him, and that I was even then inartrte 
of salvation.

6. In 1730 I began visiting the prisons, asairtiag 
the poor and sick in town, and doing what other good 
I could, by my presence or my little fortune, to the 
bodies and souls of all men. To this end I abridged 
myself of all superfluities, and many that are called1 
necessaries of life. I soon became a by-word for R 
doing, and I rejoiced that1 my name was cast out R 
evil.’ The next spring I began observing the Wed­
nesday and Friday fasts, commonly observed il the 
ancient church ; tasting no food till three in the aft*' 
noon. And now I knew not how to go any further. 
I diligently strove against all sin. 1 omitted no sort 
of self-denial which I thought lawful ; I carefully 
used, both in puhkc and in private, all the means of 
grace at all oppdN&nities. I omitted no occasion ftf 
doing good : I for that reason suffered evil. And all 
this 1 knew to be nothing, unless as it was directed 
toward inward holiness. Accordingly this, tbeidRg® 
of God, was what I aimed at in all, by doing his will» 
not my own. Yet when, after continuing some yeai» 
in this course, I apprehended myself to be near death, 
I could not find that «11 this gave me any comfort, 
any assurance of acceptance with God. At this I was 
then not a little surprised, not imagining I had bee* 
all this time building on the sand, nor considering th** 
other foundation can no man lay, than that whieb 

is laid by God, even Christ Jesus.
“7. Soon after, a contemplative man coo'vineed
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still more than I was convinced before, that out- 
works are dhbing, being alone ; and in several 

eeeversations instrncte<l me how to pursue inward ho- 
l^ess, or a union of the soul with God. But even of 

instructions, (though 1 then received them as the 
wotds of God,) I cannot but now observe, 1. That 
he spoke so incautiously against trusting tenu t ward 
works, that he discouraged me from doin^flftt at all. 
I That he recommended (as it were, to supply what 
wu wanting in them) mental prayer, and the like ex­
iges, as the most effectual means of purifying the 
sool, and uniting it with God. Now these were, in 
mtb, as much my own works as visiting the sick or 
clothing the naked ; and the union with God thus pur- 
Hwd was as really my own righteousness, as auy I 
bad before pursued under another name.

“8. In this refined way of trusting to my own 
works, and my own righteousness, (so zealously in­
dicated by the mystic writers,) I dragged on heavily, 
finding no comfort or help therein, till the time of my 
leaving England. On shipboard, however, I was 
again active in outward works ; where it pleased God, 
of his free mercy, to give me twenty-six of the Mora­
vian Brethren for companions, who endeavoured to 
show me a more excellent way. But I understood it 
not at first. I was too learned and too wise. So that 

1 it seemed foolishness unto me. And I continued 
preaching and following after and trusting in that 
righteousness, whereby no flesh can be justified.

“9. All the time I was at Savannah I was thus 
heating the air. Being ignorant of the righteousness 
of Christ, which by a living faith in him bringeth sal­
vation ‘ to every one that believeth,’ I sought to es­
tablish my own righteousness, and so laboured in the 
fire all my days. I was now properly under the law ; 
I knew that the law of God was spiritual ; I consent­
ed to it, that it was good. Yea, I delighted in it, af­
ter the inner man. Yet was I carnal, sold under sin. 
Every day was 1 constrained to cry out, ‘ What I do, 
I allow not ; for what J would, I do not ; but what I 
hate, that I do. To will is indeed present with me ; 
but how to perform that which is good, I find not.

, For the good which I would, I do not, but the evil 
which I would not, that 1 do. I find a law, that when 
1 would do good, evil is present with me; even'the 
law in my members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and still bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin.1

“ !0. In this vile, abject state of bondage in sin, I 
was indeed fighting continually, but not conquering. 
Before, I had willingly served sin ; now, it was un­
willingly ; but still I served it. I fell and rose, and 
fell again. Sometimes I was overcome, and in hea­
viness ; sometimes I overcame, and was in joy. For 
as in the former state, I had some foretaste of the ter­
rera of the law, so had 1 in this, of the comforts of 
the Gospel. During this whole struggle between na­
ture and grace, (which had now continued above ten 
yean,) J had many remarkable returns to prayers ; 
••iwcially when I was in trouble. I had many sensi­
ble comforts, which are indeed no other than short 
anticipations of the life of faith. But I was still under 
the law, not under grace : the state most who, are call­
ed Christians are content to live and die in. For I

was only striving with, not freed from, sin ; neither 
had I the witness of the Spirit with.my spirit ; ami 
indeed could not ; for I sought it not by faith, but (as 
it were) by the works of the law.

“11. In.my return to England, January, 1738, U- 
ing in imminent danger of death, and very uneasy on 
that account, 1 was strongly convinced that the cause 
of that uneasiness was unbelief, and that the gaining a 
true, living faith, was the one thing needful for me. 
But still I fixed not thig faith bn its right object : I 
meant only faith in God, not faith in or through Christ. 
Again, I knew not that I was wholly void of this faith: 
but only thought I had not enough of it. So that when 
Peter Bohler, whom God prepared for me as soon a* 
I came to London, affirmed of true faith in Christ, 
(which is but one,) that it had those two fruits insepa­
rably attending it, ‘ dominion over sip, and constant 
peace from a sense of forgiveness,’ I was quite amaz­
ed, and looked upon it as a new Gospel. H* this was 
so, it was clear I had not fhith. But I was not wil­
ling to be convinced of this. Therefore 1 disputed 
with all my.might, and laboured to prove, that faith 
might be, where these were not ; especially where the 
sense of forgiveness was not : for all the scriptures 
relating to this, I had been long since taught to com 
strue away, and to call all Presbyterians who spoke 
otherwise. Besides, I well saw, po one could (in 
the nature of things) have such a sense of forgive­
ness, and not feel it. But I felt it not. If then there 
was no faith without this, all my pretensions to faith 
dropped at once.

“ 12. When I met Peter Bohler again, he consent­
ed to put the dispute upon the issue which I desired, 
viz., Scripture and experience. I first consulted the 
Scripture. But w hen I set aside the glosses of men, 
and simply considered the words of God, comparing 
them together, endeavouring to illustrate the obscure 
by the plainer passages, I found they all made against 
me, and was forced to retreat to my last hold, ‘ That 
experience woukl never agrqe with the literal inter­
pretation of those scriptures. Nor could I, therefore, 
aHow it to be true, till I found some living witness* > 
of it.’ He replied, 1 He could show me such at an> 
time ; if I desjred it, the next day. ’ And according­
ly, the next day, be came with three others, all of 
whom testified of their own personal experience, thin 
a true living fhith in Christ is inseparable from a sens*- 
of pardon for all post, and freedom from all present, 
sins. They added with one mouth, that this faith was 
the gift, the free gift of God, and that He would sure­
ly bestow it upon every soul who earnestly and perse- 
veri ngly sought it. I was now thoroughly convinced ; 
and, by the grace of God, I resolved to seek it unto 
the end : 1. By absolutely renouncing all dependenre, 
in whole or in part, upon my own works or righteous­
ness, on w hich I had really grounded my hope of sal­
vation, though I knew it not, from my youth up. 2. 
By adding to the constant use of all the other means 
of grace, continual prayer for this very thing,—jus­
tifying, saving faith ; a full reliance on the blood ol 
Christ shed for me ; a trust in him as my Christ, as my 
sole justification, sanctification, and redemption.

“ 13. I continued thus to seek it, (though with, 
strange indifference, dulness, and coldness, and unu-
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Hually frequent yelapses into sin,) till Wednesday, 
May 24th. I tliink it was about five this morning that 
Ï opened my Testament on those words :—‘ There are 
given unto us exceeding great and precious promises, 
even that ye should be partakers of the divine nature.’ 
[2 Pet. i. 4.] Just as I went out, I opened it again 
on those words :—‘ Thou art not far from the king­
dom of God.’ In the afternoon I was asked to go to 
St. Paul’s. The anthem was, ‘ Out of the deep have 

- I called unto thee, O Lord : Lord hear my voice. O 
let thine ears consider well the voice of my complaint 
If thou, Lord, t*ilt be extreme to mark what is done 
amiss, O Lord, who may abide it ? But there Is mer­
cy with thee ; therefore thou shall be feared. O Is­
rael, trust in the Lord : for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. And 
he shall redeem Israel from all his sins.’

“14. In the evening I went very unwillingly to a 
society in Aldersgate-street, where one was reading 
Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About 
a quarter before nine, while he was describing the 
change which God works in the heart through faith 
in Christ, I felt my heart strangely wanned. I felt 1 
did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation ; and 
an assurance was given me, that he had taken away 
my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin 
and death.

“15. I began to pray with all my might for those 
who had in a more especial manner despitefully used 
me and persecuted me. I then testified openly to all 
there what I now first felt in my heart. But it was 
not long before the enemy suggested, ‘ This cannot be 
faith ; for where is thy joy r’ Then was I taught, 
that peace and victory over sins arc essential to faith 
in the Captain of our salvation ; but that, as to the 
transports of joy that usually attend the beginning of 
it, especially in those who have mourned deeply, God 
sometimes giveth, sometimes withholdeth them, ac­
cording to the counsels of his own will.

“16. After my return home, I was much buffeted 
with temptations ; but cried out, and they tied away. 
They returned.again and again. I as often lifted up 
my eyes, and He sent me help from his holy place. 
And herein I found the difference I «'tween this and 
my former state chiefly consisted. I was striving, yea, 
fighting with all my might under the law, qls well as 
under grace, but then I was sometimes, if not often, 
conquered : now, I was always conqueror.

17. Thursday, May 25th.—The moment I awak­
ed, ‘ Jesus, Master,’ was in my heart and in my 
mouth.; and 1 found all my strength lav in keeping 
my eye fixed upon him, and my soul waiting on him 
continually. Being again at St. Paul’s hi the after­
noon, I could taste the good word of God in the an­
them. which liegan, ‘ My song shall lie always of the 
loving-kindness of the Lord : with my mouth will I 
ever be showing forth thy truth from one generation 
to another.’ Yet the enemy injected a fear, 1 If thou 
dost believe, why is there not a more sensible change ?’
1 answered, (yet not I,) ‘ That I know not. But this 
1 know, I have now peace with God. And I sin not 
to-day, and Jesus my Master has forbid me to take 
thought for the morrow.’

“ ‘But is not any sort of fear,' continued the

believe* 14
7r‘

Withee,^

tempter, ‘ a proof that thou doetjj 
sired my Master to answer fo 
book upon those words of St. 
fightings, within were fears.’ Then, inferred I, 
may fears be within me ; but I must go < 
them under my feet.”

AcoÉtÉÊDg to Mr. Wesley’s statement, the 1 

which ■•describes took place at what he calls 
cicty in Aldersgate-street.” This was doublia* a* 
of the “ religious societies” of which Or. Weodwanl 
published an account in the beginning of the hnte*. 
tury. They are often referred to in Mr. Weig^ 
Journal ; and he appears frequently to have attsefed 
their meetings at this period of bis life.

Dr. Woodward states that they originated aha* 
thirty-two years before he wrote ; and that they ÉR 
consisted principally of young men belonging |o La* 
don and Westminster, who were brought under d*jp 
religious convictions, and met together to 
each other’s spiritual improvement. They at I 
became numerous in London and . its neighbowksed, 
where they were patronized by the more zealot* mI 
devout of the Ctergy, by several of the Bishops, anii 
even by royalty. At their meetings they 1 

money, which was expended in the education 1 

children, and in the relief of the afflicted. They w*i ; 
discountenanced during the Popish reign of Jam**!. , 
Second ; and many of the members withdrew Art 
time, under an apprehension of danger. They rafl|| | 
again after the Revolution ; and several were fcwi 
in different parts of the country, where they **•• 
means of promoting an increased attendance upon*» 
religious services of the Church, and of suppressfc* 
vice and immorality. Out of them also arose 1 

Societies for the Reformation of Manners, which < 
ed in the assistance of the Magistracy, and 1 

fully put the law in force against Sabbath-breakng, 
profane swearing, prostitution, and various other etSfc 
It is highly honourable to them, that the schools whit* 
they established and supported in and about Load* 
amounted to one hundred. To show more fully the 
character of these societies, and the principles upon 
which they were conducted, the following Rules *t 
the society at Poplar are adduced

[ To be continued.] 

GEOGRAPHICAL.

THE GAMBIA, WESTERN AFRICA.
Tux geography of Africa is of a very marked charac­
ter. and exhibits the features of nature on a grand 
scale, by being divided into certain regions or xooesi 
which arc clearly distinguished from each other by 
the nature of the country and the character of its in­
habitants. This is especially the case with the north­
ern half of the continent. Its barren parts are sterile 
in the utmost degree, whilst its fruitful spots tec® 
with life and vegetation even to a pernicious extent 
The States of Barbary on the northern coast are 
peopled by half-savage Moors or Arabs ; at the back 
ot which the Allas mountains lift their snow-capped 
heads to the clouds. To the south of these, the Great 
Desert, with its ocean of sand, seems to place an n* 
su parable barrier between these fierce inhabitant.® 
the north, and the milder occupants of the Nign®* 
The Moors, however, cross the desert by means •* 
their camels, especially in the route from Fe***§ JP

Y
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lie lake Tchad, where a number of oases are sprink- 
ledi like islands in this sandy ocean, nearly in a

Sight line, and thus form places of refreshment to 
travelling caravans. Unhappily for the negroes, 
ike Moors have obtained either the actual possession, 

oral least an arbitrary influence, over that belt of 
the country which forms the southern border of the 
Desert. They also bold the western coast from 
Merocco to the river Senegal. These men are ns 
cruel as they are fierce, and as treacherous as they 
are enterprising. Being bigoted Mussulmans, they 
take advantage of their sanguinary creed to pillage 
sod enslave the negroes, and all who are not of the 
same religion ; and by keeping the country in a con- 
stent state of war and distraction, they have utterly 
hapeded the improvement of Central Africa, and 
have been the oppressors and murderers of some of 
the most enterprising travellers.

From the latitude of the Senegal to the mountains 
of Kong and of the Moon, is a vast region of fertile 
eenntry, watered by noble rivers, intersected by 
large forests, and capable of producing any of the 
frails of a tropical climate. In the midst of this flows 
tlw princely Niger ; and on the western coast are the 
Seoegol, Gambia, Rio Grande, ficc. The coast of 
Guinea lies to the south of the above-named moun­
tains. It will thus appear that the Gambia is situa­
ted nearly in the middle of what may be called “ the 
aorth-vvestern plain» of Africa.” It is a noble river, 
being navigated by small ships of war as high os Me 
Carty’s Island, about two hundred and fifty miles 
ftwm its mouth ; whilst merchant vessels proceed 
nearly to the falls or rapids of Barraconda, a distance 
of about two hundred and fifty miles farther. The 
tide rises three feet at these falls ; a circumstance 
which shows the very level nature of the country 
which is full of the most luxuriant vegetation. The 
water of the Gambia partakes of the saltness of the 
eeeen for about one hundred and eighty miles from 
the sea ; and thus far the hanks of the river are lined 
with mangrove forests. These trees only grow 
where they are reached by brackish water, in which 
situation they afford a constant aspect of rich foliage 
f»r their roots and branches intermingle with each

V other ; and some of the latter, bending down, take 
root in the marshy soij, and produce new trees and 
branches, so as to form at^ impenetrable and lasting 
grove of wood. From various parts of the river, 
large branches, called creeks, penetrate into the coun­
try. Some of these natural canals arc of great width, 
and are said to extend a hundred miles in length 
and as the tide rises in all of them, means are thus 
aflorded of a considerable inland navigation, by 
Which mahogany and other produce are brought down 
to the sea. Many of these creeks are also lined with 
mangrove trees ; and it is in these that so many 
European seamen have lost their lives during the 
unhealthy season. The insufferable beat of a verti­
cal sun by day, succeeded by a profuse exhalation 
of mar»h miatma in the evening, cause raging fevers 
to prevail. This fatal disorder is aggravated by the 
want of profKir ventilation, owing to the surround­
ing woods, the attacks of countless myriads of mus- 
fluitoes and the absence of proper care and remedies. 
Humanity would suggest and demand the'passing ofj 
a local law to prevent British sailors beihg sent up 
the river in the raiuy season.

The mouth of the Gambia is crowded with sharks, 
whilst higher up it is infested by the alligator and 
hippopotamus. The alligators tnay be seen lying in 
great numbers on the bank during the heat of the 
day. The river-horses (or rather elephants) show 
themselves by night, snorting and rearing their mons­
trous heads above the water. These animals are 
fttoat ferocious when attacked, and will break a boat 
m pieces with one bite of .their enormous jaws. The 
forests are infested by wild animals of different spe­
cies, amongst which are the lion, tiger, elephant, 
Wolf, and hvma. The latter are very ferocious, and

pass over the water by night to dig up the buried bo­
dies of the dead. Many of the villages and towns 
are literally beset at night by the voracious monsters 
of the forest, which prowl about for their prey, and 
can scarfcely be restrained from making an assault 
by the rude stockade raised up for a defence. Many 
kinds of serpents, some of which are very venomous, 
lurk about the environs, or infest the out-houses and 
neglected, dwellings of the inhabitants.

But the deadliest foes of the negro are those of his 
own species. The accursed slave trade is seen in 
Africa in nil its desolating horrors. The evils caused 
by slavery in the West Indies and other places to 
which the unhkppy Africans have been transported, 
are enlall compared with those wholesale murders 
and national ealamitiSa which it produces in the pa­
rent country, where it has unhinged the whole state 
of seciety, inched kingdom to rise up against king­
dom, village against village, and man against man. 
Urged by the prize which Europeans hold out to the 
man-stealer, toe uncivilized African becomes a ruth­
less savage, apd the enemy of his own kindred. The 
inhabitants of a village have retired to rest, perhaps 
after enjoying themselves with music and dancing, 
which have been prolonged to a late hour, and they 
slumber in fancied security. But suddenly the shouts 
ofenemies are heard as they rush through the stock­
ade, and set fire to the thatched roofing of the negro 
huts. Awakened by the noise and the flames, the 
men seize their weapons to encounter the foe, but 
only meet with instant death, which is the portion of 
all who resist Every one that appears either sus­
piciously strong or uselessly weak "is also murdered. 
The women and children are collected into groups, 
shared amongst the spoilers, and then driven off with 
the cattle to the nearest market for sale. And next 
day, nothing remains of the former town hat a few 
burnt or demolished ruins. The march of the slaves 
to market is often very tedious and severe ; and 
many of the weak faint and perish, the prey of the 
wild beasts which follow in their track. Towards 
the south ofOalabar, there are tribes of cannibals, 
whose unnatural feasts add to the horrors of such 
marauding scenes. A boy who was captured in the 
above manner described how he saw his father killed, 
and his mother murdered and devoured, with attend­
ing circumstances ofan appalling description. This 
account was corroborated by a companion, whoso fa­
ther was Chief of the same town, (Breeam,) and 
was made a slave. Such scenes of violence are of 
daily occurrence in Africa, and one lately took place 
within a few miles of McCarthy’s Island.

On these occasions all the neighbouring towns and 
villages are deserted, the people flying in all direc­
tions from the marauding foe. Some Chiefs ami their 
followers life entirely on the gains of such violent 
robberies. As the natural consequence of this unset­
tled state ofsociety, the lauds one not cultivated far­
ther than is requisite for the immediate sustenance of 
the population, who are also comparatively indiffer­
ent to the acquisition of property which may be thus 
suddenly snatched from them. There is also a con­
sequent estrangement of affection among themselves. 
Kings sometimes sell their subjects, husbands tbeir 
wives, brothers their sisters, and even parents their 
children, if pressed by necessity. The most effectual 
way of abolishing the accursed slave-trade is by Chris­
tianizing the coast of Western'Africa, so that the 
slave-mart may exist no longer, and neither Euro­
peans nor Americans be able to purchase any more 
slaves. *

But to return to the Gambia. St. Mary’s lies near 
the mouth, being formed into an island by the river, 
which washes it on two sides, and by creeks which 
separate it from the Combo country on the other 
parts. It ie about five miles in length, and less than 

mile in breadth. The lower of the creeks which 
divides it from Cape St. Mary is called Oyster- 
Creek, from* the great quantity of shell-fish (here
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called oyaters) which are found «ticking to the branch­
es of the trees when left by the tide ; so that they 
are vulgarly called 11 oyster-trees.’’ These are 
gathered by the negroes, and burned to make lime, 
which answers well for the stone houses of the Euro­
peans. The stone is chiefly brought from Dog- 
Island, a few miles up the river. There are many 
good houses in Batburst-Town, which is the name 
nf the principal settlement of St. Mary’s. Here are 
.t Government-house for the Lieutenant-Governor 
<>f Gambia, barracks, a military hospital, court-house, 
&.c. The premises of the Wesleyan Mission lie to 
the back or Batburst-Town, in rather a low situa­
tion ; but they tire thus in a more retired and cen­
tral position. They consist of a very good dwelling- 
house, which has lately been improved, and rendered 
more commodious, and a neat chapel, built by the 
Rev. W. Fox ; for Missionaries must often be archi­
tects and master-masons, as well as Preachers. Be­
sides the Europeans, there are many tnulattoes, who 
.ore a base mongrel breed, composed of English, 
French, and negroes ; and whose minds frequently 
unite all the evils of each. race. But the mass of the 
population is composed of liberated negroes and Jol- 
lofs, called also Jalloofs.

!n St. Mary’s we find also Soldier’s-Town, Melville- 
Town and two ortbreeothersmall villages,which have 
the pompous epithet of towns. The negroes dwell in 
huts of Strong wattled cane, covered with long grass. 
These are generally circular, and the roof consequent 
ly forms a cone. They are built without any reference 
to order, of which the Africans have no idea, except 
that the lots of ground apportioned by the Govern­
ment are intersected by regular streets of considera­
ble width, as a protection against the spread of fire 
When the latter occurs, there is little hope of saving 
the hut in which it originates ; for the dry grass is 
almost as inflammable as gunpowder. The negroes, 
therefore, proceed to level all the^ontiguous fences, 
xvhich are made of wattled cane, tied to upright 
posts ; and thus the flames are quickly checked, un­
less in case of a high wind, when great havoc has 
sometimes taken place. The river is three miles 
across from St. Mary’s ; though immediately above 
the Island, it widens to twice that breadth. Directly 
opposite is a small British Fort, called Fort-Bullen. 
This is situated in the Barra country, on a part of 
the land ceded by the King and Chiefs of Barra to 
Great Britain, af the close of the Barra war. This 
ceded territory consists of a mile inland along the 
river, through the whole extent of the Barra domi­
nions. At Fort-Bullen there is also a small town of 
liberated negroes ; and a stone house belonging to 
the Wesleyan Mission, which serves as a residence 
fur an Assistant Missionary, and also for a chapel 
and School-house. The operations of the Wesleyan 
Mission at St. Mary’s settlement have been eminent­
ly successful, and might have been still more so, bad 
it not been for the oppressive system pursued by the 
Government with respect to the negroes, as shall be 
hereafter mentioned. The number of those at pre­
sent united in Christian fellowship is four hundred ; 
whilst those who attend upon religious worship 
amount to some hundreds more. The Assistant 
Missionaries and Local Preachers hold divine ser­
vice in the villages of the settlement, and preach to 
their own countrymen in the Jollof language. The 
Mission schools arc the onlv places of instruction in 
the settlement ; so that all the negroes who can read 
"i- write (and there nre hundreds who can do so) owe 
it entirely to the exertions of the Wesleyan Missions. 
The girls’ school contained about seventy scholars, 
vi ho were superintended and taught by the wife of 
the Missionary. This is likely to prove one of the 
greatest blessings to the Colony ; for the.negro wo­
men ore generally more debased and untractable 
even than the men. But in school the girls ac­
quire habits of order and regularity, besides learning 
the principles of Christianity, and the elements, at

least, of education ; and some of the elder ones have 
been truly converted to God. Most of these eW*sa 
are clothed by the Missionaries, by presents sent fcr 
that purpose from their own friends and friends of tie 
Missions. The Missionaries have also no little una­
ble in arranging petty quarrels amongst the natives • 
for “ Minister” is the person to whom they have re! 
course on such occasions, and they place impBeit 
confidence in his decision.

But we must now ascend the Gambia. It contains 
several islands besides St. Mary ; the principal of 
which are Elephant-Isle, Deer-Island, Babooa or 
Deane’s-Isle, Knyaye, and McCarthy’s Island. 
These have been purchased from the native Priâtes 
by the British Government or merchants. The last- 
mentioned is called by the natives Jinjinberry, ead 
was bought from the King of Calabar by the unfor­
tunate Sir Charles McCarthy, who perished in the 
Ashantee war, and from whom it has derived its Earn- 
pean name. It is about six miles long, and a mileaeda 
half wide in its broadest part. The greater ponign 
of it is a very rich soil, in which respect it dHfcrs 
from St. Mary’s, which is sandy and almost barrea. 
Like the latter, however, a considerable part of tka 
island is under water during the rains ; but this cir­
cumstance, though injurious to health, is favourable, 
to the growth of rice. This brings us to notice die 
different seasons of the year at the Gambia, and die 
difference of climate between the coast and the laie» 
rior. At McCarthy’s Island, the first shower oseak 
ly falls in the last week of May, but it is frequwrijy 
two or three weeks later at St. Mary’s. The nfcy 
season is ushered in by a month of tornadoes. TfctlaL 
invariably come from the east, or a little to the oaf*, 
east. Notice of their approach is given by the ri*| 
of the black clouds in that quarter of tbebaavCfe. 
and the sound of distant thunder, and the faint la* 
ing of the electric fluid. From half an hour IMS 
hour’s warning is thus constantly afforded, ec* 
consequences might be very disastrous, eapadcl- 
ly on the water. For the air is perfectly calm, Sid 
every breath is hushed, till u rustling sound is heard, 
or two or three drops of rain begin to fall, and laa 
moment a tremendous blast rushes along witli’M- 
governable fury, levelling the fences, uprootingOW 
blowing down or unroofing any huts into wniefc it 
can enter, and mixing èeaven and earth in a thick 
cloud. The latter quickly discharges a torrent of raie, 
which literally streams from above ; whilst the peak 
of thunder are sufficient to appal the stoutest heart, 
and the vivid flashes of lightning illuminate * 
country, so as to make every object visible at a con­
siderable distance during the darkest night. The 
low parts of the country are quickly covered with 
water, which is soon absorbed by the thirsty giuw 
or evaporated hy the heat of the atmosphere. TfcW 
tornadoes are usually of short duration, and tbt* 
quickly regains its clearness. They are sometimeeAfj 
tornadoes ; that is, without rain, and the first MW* 
are the most violent. At the close of a shower,* 
air frequently becomes still, but it is almost taedp* 
portably close and heavy. Langour and listleesW* 
seize the frame, till the atmosphere is purified 
breeze of wind. In two or three weeks after the* 
ling of the first rain, the whole country ia covered 
with verdure ; and the most parched streets and CO* 
closures, xvhich appeared to be nothing but dry eW*i 
afforded abundant pasturage for cattle. And Of* 
the sickly season has arrived. The vegetaM* 
matter which had fallen during the dry season, 
had been merely dried up by the heat of a vert** 
sun, begins to decompose and send forth thoseoo** 
ious effluvia, which produce fierce fevers wbererer 
they reach. The stench proceeding from theatre*- 
pours is sothetimes almost insupportable. As tie 
tornadoes increase in number and length of dura**» 
they decreaee in violence, and gradually merge 
regular rains. These usually last for upwards cf j* 
months, (longer at McCartlgr’s Island,) aed



THE WESLEYAN. 159

feisb with another month of tornadoes. All the low
tod* are meanwhile turned into a marsh or formed 
into temporary lakes. Then comes the drying sea- 
inn which is the most dangerous part of the year. 
The oldest residents well seasoned to the climate, 
eipeet to belaid down nt this time ; no European bo­
ni nxfc>r an escape. In November,the sea-breezes once 
more restore life to the atmosphere of St Mary’s, 
wbeo the ground is dried up. But these cooling 
breezes do not reach McCarthy’s Island. Their

See is supplied by the land-breeze, which blows 
m the north-east for several months. This is a 
hot wind, gradually increasing in beat and strength, 

till in March and April (when the sun is vertical) it 
resembles the fumes issuing from a furnace. Every 
,hmg is dried up and cracks with the beat ; for desks, 
tables, doors, floors, &e. split or open. This wind 
becomes strong during the day, with frequent eddies 
and whirlwinds, Columns of sand float through the 
air, and in a moment fill every crevice of the house, 
should they happen to cross it. The nights are usual­
ly calm, though a faint breeze is sometimes felt from 
the sea. In the coolest part of the house, the tber- 
moiuetor rose to 120° Farenheit every day for two 
nK>mh« ; whilst it was several degrees higher In the 
bats. At 9 or 10 x, it reached 92° or 94°, and then 
gradually rose to the above-mentioned point ; where 
it continued to 7 or 8 p. m., and sunk to between 90° 
and 80° during the night. At St. Mary’s, on the con­
trary, the sea-breeze prevails during the day, though 
the land-breeze frequently takes the precedency at 
this season of the year ; in which case the thermome ■ 
tor immediately rises. It is estimated that there is thus 
a difference of nearly ten degrees in the tempera­
ture of St. Mary’s and McCarthy’s Islands : though it 
is sometimes much more, and during the rains much 
less. St. Mary’s is the mildest and least unhealthy 
of all the British settlements in Western Africa. 
This results from its being an island of a sandy soil, 
and contiguous to the ocean. But :f measures were 
taken to clear away the mangroves, and to drain or 
embank the low grounds, it might be still much im­
proved. As McCarthy’s Island is larger, of a very 
rich soil, and nearly covered with wood, the same 
facilities are not at present afforded. Besides, the 
river is here much narrower, and the banks are low, 
and therefore very marshy in the rainy season.

Fort-George is the principal town on McCarthy’s 
Island. It is situated about half way up, on the 
northern bank. Till lately, it consisted entirely of 
native houses and store-rooms. The first stone.resi­
dence was the Wesleyan Mission-house, containing 
a chapel below, and apartments for the Missionary 
above. This has recently been enlarged ; and the 
Sabbath congregations consist of about four hundred 
persons. More than half that number have enrolled 
themselves as members or candidates for member­
ship in Christian communion. A good stone house 
h*e lately been built for some of the Government of­
ficers and a fort, barracks, &e., were in contempla­
tion. One of the merchants has also.erected a stone 
house and store. The latter is of no little importance 

account of the dreadful conflagrations which have 
taken place ; and as rum and gunpowder are con­
stantly articles of traffic with the natives, the firing 
a store endangers the whole town. Much of the traf­
fic formerly carried on here is now pursued higher up 
the river, whither the merchants’ vessel» proceed 
for thto purpose. A Mandingo town, named Noro- 
cunda, lies contiguous to Fort-George ; but this has 
dwindled to an inconsiderable size. For, although 
it was stipulated in the articles of purchase, that 
the natives should not be molested, yet they bave 
been frightened away by the unfriendly conduct 
of some of the officers. We abstain here from re­
marking upon the treatment of the liberated negroes 
hy the British authorities, farther than to state, that 
h is characterized by the most grievous oppreision 
Md cruelty, being contrary to all principles of hu­

manity and justice ; and little likely to fulfil the be­
nevolent intentions of the British Legislature.

We now copie to treat of the aborigines of the 
Gambia and its neighbourhood. These may be divi­
ded into three general classes or nations, according to 
the languages which they employ ; though there are 
various subdivisions of tribe and dialect. They are 
the Jollof, (or Jalloof,) the Foola, (or Foulah,) and 
the Mandingo, The Jollof is the most inconsider­
able of these nations, and does not properly belong 
to the Gambia, but to the southern banks of the 
Senegal. However, there are many of this people 
found at the Gambia. They are a hardy race of 
men, industripus in their habits, sociable in their 
manners, and one of the most intelligent of the ne­
gro tribes. Their form and countenance are diversi­
fied ; some of them having the regular characteris­
tics of negro feature, and others approaching to the 
Mandingo or Foola, which is a European cast of 
countenance. These latter Jollofs are probably of 
a mixed origin ; such mixtures frequently taking 
place through the predominance of the slave system. 
From the power formerly exercised by the Portu­
guese, and I alter I v by the French, in the Senegal, 
many of the Jollofs have been held in a state of bon­
dage. At thé same time they have acquired some of 
the arts of civilized life; and tne best mechanics of the 
Gambia are of this tribe. Those in immediate con­
tact with the French are tinctured with the forms of 
Popery ; though we cannot understand that they 
have learned any thing of the doctrines or precepts 
of Christianity. Again, from the vicinity of the Jol­
lofs to the oors on the north of the Senegal, the 
greater part have embraced Mahometanism. Tbeav 
people are warlike, brave, and generous ; they have 
a great attachment to each other ; and are proverbial 
for their gratitude and fidelity, features of character 
not easily found amongst their neighbours. They 
are very superstitious, and are much afraid of spec­
tres and spirits, against which they have various 
means of defence. Thus, when a corpse is to lie 
buried, the mourners walk in solemn silence, or only 
chant a funeral dirge ; and at their return, they wash 
their hands or feet in a vessel of water placed on the 
outside of tips deceased’s house. If it be the head of 
the house thèt has died, a large fire is kindled, and 
the hut filled with smoke ; so that, should the spirit 
of the departed come back to take away his wife, his 
eyes may be blinded ; and, unable to distinguish the 
object of bis search, he will go away disappointed 
and not return again. The widow, also, for some 
time, constantly carries in her band a knife tied by a 
thong to her wrist, so as to frighten away her hus­
band’s spirit, should he wish to attack her out of 
doors, &.C., *o. The Jollof language is guttural in 
itself, but is now so much mixed up with French and 
Arabic words, that it is half lost in these foreign dia­
lects. It is copious and very expressive, but rough 
and vulgar, as might be expected from its contact 
with low Frenchmen and Arabs. It would be hard 
to determine the origin of this race of Africans. It 
appears to be either the remnant of a once powerful 
nation, or else a colony which haa taken possession 
of part of the Foola country. The order in which 
the present possessors of Western Africa are located, 
is as follow# The Moors have Barbary and the 
Desert ; the Jollofs and Foolaa are on the south 
bank of the Senegal. Next to these are Mandingoes 
on both aidés of the Gambia ; and then the Foolaa 
of the mountainous regions near Sierra-Leone, fcc. ; 
and beyond the Kong mountains are the negro tribes 
of the Gulf of Guinea. The Foolaa and Mandingoes 
are the most powerful nations, and are established in 
sevgral distinct states and kingdoms, using different 
dialects of the same.languages. The islands on the 
coast are |peopled by a number of small tribes, of dif­
ferent languages and manners.

[To b* comtiitaed.]



160 THE WESLEYAN.

ORIGINAL POETRY.

M1ZPAH.
Therefore the name of II we» celled Mizpah, for he said, “ The Lord 

watch between me and thee, when we are absent one from another.
'' —Ggaeeia xxxi. 49.

Wilts the two patriarchs parted on the mount,
They reared a pillar fbr a mutual token t

Of Lore—and called It Mizpab—to account,
That this agreement never should be broken ;

« And Jacob prayed,
Jehovah"» aid,

To ratify the solemn compact they had made-

This was their watch-tower, here eat jealous Love,
Watching the varied course of each one’s life ;

Careful each fond alRction to approve,
Anxious to check the first out-break ofstrifr;

A common guard 
By Love prepared

Whose sympathetic influence each household shared.

Thu» two fond hearts united,—mark the spot 
Where In life’s journey they are forced to part,

This pledge In after scenes Is ne'er forgot,
Though parted they—they still are one in heart,

In nets of prayer,
Their spirit! share

The mutual assurance of ■ Saviour's care.

This spot is consecrated to their Lord,
One faith, one hope, one common grace they claim ;

There, memory lingers oft time to record 
His mercy—who has formed their Joys the same.

Thus lost to time,
Their spirit» climb

The Mizpa . of their hopes, and soar to things sublime.

Wc raise our Mizpah—on this watch-tower sits 
An holy keeper, with his eyes of fire,

Whose watchfulness no weariness admit»,
Whose overshadowing pinions never tire.

Continually,
The Lord shall be

A watch between our souls when I am far from thee.
A

i THE CHRISTIAN CABINET.
*--------------------------------------------------------------------- -

FAITH.
I haw. sometimes watched the progressive work­
ings "«>1’ n mind, which dealt uprightly with itself, 
whose changes were almost visible, and which, after 
nil its false reasonings, had seen the necessity and du­
ty of un immediate and implicit reliance on the word 
and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ : and I have 
thought of the resemblance of such a case to that of 
the petitioner who said, 1 1 believe ; help my unbe­
lief.’ Mark ix. ‘23, -24. Acceptable prayer implies 
real faith, though it may be weak,-and though the ol>- 
ject sought by that prater be faith itself. In this in­
stance, the applicant indicates a sincere belief in the 
power and sufficiency of Christ, while he implores as­
sistance against his unbelief. He did what the disci- 
eiplcs had done before him when they said, ‘ Lord, 
increase our faith !’>

It is thus that the awakened sinner, in sight of his 
lost condition, in view of the sufficiency of Christ, and 
with the conviction of his own natural infidelity, cries,
1 Help my unbelief ” This is the cry of a burdened 
soul, attempting to rest the w eight of its cares on the 
Saviour, seeking assistance to do so, and complaining 
of that hardness of heart which weakens confidence. 
The light of heaven now poured into the mind, discov­
ers more fully the depravity which it laments ; while 
it reveals, so much more extensively, the inducements 
in an unconditional surrender of all its affections. 
There is, probably, not a single prayer adopted by 
successful inquirers more general tnan this ; nor one, 
if this arise from the heart, which is more frequently

the immediate precursor of the all-important 
—Dr. T. C. Henry's Letter.

If we have been made sensible of our lost 
by nature, of our misery by sin, of our unbelief; 
have been made weary and heavy laden with si 
as to be truly willing to part with all sin : if we 
been convinced of our absolute need of Christ, 
his incomparable excellency, of his all-suffii ’ 
willingness to save us ; if Christ lie most 
us ; if those con victions have been powi 
drive us from ourselves, and the creature, »mi jg. 
if we have hereupon been persuaded and enabled ahh 
ccrely to come unto Christ upon his call in the Gee» 
pel, to accept of him upon his terms, and to r ‘ 

jnim, as he is offered to us in the Gospel ; if our 
j hearts have opened to him, and closed with him, 
we have given up our whole selves entirely to 
and taken him for our only Lord and Saviour,! 
only way to God, and do most sincerely resign _ 
selves to his government, trusting in him alone, aad 
relying upon nim for life and righteousness, for giaee 
and glory ; then we do believe in him, then hâve .We! 
this true faith. This genuine belief is further to h* 
known thus,.that it works in us true, sincere love Ù 
him, and to all that is his," his word, and his pee|le; 
our hearts will run out after him, all our aOfeeu 
will centre in him. This true faith draws virtue f ! “ 
Christ to purify the heart, and works 
and holiness ; it crucifies our affections to the ' 
it works true repentance ; it enables us to ove 
the world, to realize the glory of heaven,. and to 
us up under all the troubles in our way thither.—A*»; 
yea’s Heart's Ease.

DIVINE POWER AND MERCY.
If the Divine forbearance were owing to imjm&aee,. 

or n want of means for the infliction of pumshmesL 
our admiration would cease. But all the elementserl 
nature are under the control of the Almighty ; andin 
a thousand modes, incompréhensible by us, he could 
make them the instruments of his mercy to chastise a 
guilty world. “ For in his hand is the soul of every 
living thing, and tjie breath of all mankind.” Let » 
consider, fbr a little, some of the agents which lie 
within the sphere of our knowledge, in the system of 
nature.

Of all the elements of nature, there is none more 
delightful in its effects than Light. “ Truly thelifht 
is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to Be­
hold tie sun.” It diffuses a thousand shades of colour­
ing over the hills, the vales, the rivers and the bound­
less deep, and opens to our view the glorious host of^ 
heav en. Yet this delightful visitant, by a slight mo­
dification from the hand of Omnipotence, is capable 
of being transformed into the most tremendous ana 
destructive element in nature. Light flies from the 
sun at the rate of 200,000 miles in a second of time; 
ami it is owing to its particles being almost infinitely 
small, that wc feel no inconvenience from its velocity. 
But were the Creator to condense several millions of 
these particles into one, or impel them with a slid 
irreater velocity, the solid crust of our globe would 
be perforated mid shattered in every point by this ce­
lestial artillery, and its inhabitants would soon be bet­
tered to atoms.

Again, the atmosphere which surrounds us, and u* 
which we live and breathe, which contains the princi­
pals of life, which fans us with its gentle gales, 88» 
wafts to our cars the harmonies of music, is capable 
of being converted into an instrument of terror aau 
destruction. It is composed chiefly of two difti*** 
ingredients : one of them is the principal of lame ; 
and were the other ingredient left to exert its n*j1T* 
energy without control, instantly the forests w< 
in a Llaze ; the hardest metals and the most 
rocks would melt like wax ; the waters of the ocean 
would add fuel to the raging element ; and in a ft* 
minutes, the whole expanse of our globe would be**- 
veloped in one devouring flame.
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Again, the globe on which we reside is whirlinr 
need iu axis every twenty-four hours, and is carried 
wmd tbe sun with a still greater velocity. Should 
Aat Almighty arm which first impelled it in its ca­
reer, cause these motions suddenly to stop, mountains 
weuld be tumbled into the sea, forests torn up by 
their roots, cities overthrown and demolished all 
aatare would be thrown into confusion, and terror 
and destruction would overwhelm the inhabitants of 
■he world. Not only the stopping of the earth’s mo- dew» but even a new direction given to its axis of! 
rotation, would be productive of the most fatal ef 
facts.

“THE DAIRYMAN’S DAUGHTER.”
Te the Edit* of Ik* Wiltfm*.

Dtsa Sib,—It was with no small degree of sur­
prise that I read over the extract from the Wesleyan 
Magazine, contained in your last numbers, relative to 
that pious female, whose dying circumstances are so 
strikingly displayed in that justly celebrated tract, 
“ The Dairyman’s Daughter.” The facts there dis­
closed were entirely new to me—as I always thought 
that her conversion was effected through the instru­

ct in a very small degree ; but were the hind of | mentality of, and her Christian life passed iu commu-

The earth's axis at present is directed to certain 
paints of the heavens, from which it never deviates,
- • -------- »----------------------------- - i___________________ .l i ^ 1

Omnipotence to bend it so as to make it point in a 
«liferent direction, the ocean would abandon its prê­
tent lied, and overflow the land ; and a second uni­
versal deluge would overwhelm all the monuments 
of human grandeur, and sweep the earth’s inhabi­
tants into a watery grave.

Not only the elements which immediately surround 
BB, but celestial bodies which are now invisible and 
removed to the distance of a thousand million of 
miles, might be employed as ministers of venge- 
etce. There are, at least, a hundred comets con­
nected with the solar system, which are moving in all 
directions, and crossing the orbits of the earth and 
the other planets. Were the orbit of one of these 
bodies, in its approach to the sun, to lie bent in a <ti- 
metion to that of the earth, the most alarming pheno-

nion with, one of the other sections of the Christian 
Church. But I am satisfied by the evidence produced 
that she was indebted under God, to the Methodists, 
for her conversion from sin to holiness—and I must 
say that I felt considerably rejoiced on that account 
—not I trust through a feeling of party spirit, that on 
account of the scarcity of such memoirs, we should 
be glad to get hold of this, to add to our little stock. 
No, blessed be God, thousauds of stars, as brilliant, 
have arisen, and shone with bright lustre, and at last 
have set in glory—in the hemisphere of Methodism. 
But I hail it because I think this explanation is calcu-

... ........................ _ , , lated to put down prejudice. * Can any good thing
1 "°u,d.be exhibited m the heavens. A ruddy come out of Nezareth >, was lbe ■ of a good, but
, larger in appearance than the moon, would . .. , ¥ __ H ■ ’............... - ■ ! prejudiced Jew, 1800 years ago ; and the spirit of the

inquiry has been manifested many times since that 
period. It Was with difficulty that the Jews could 
believe the Gentiles to be in possession of the same 
privileges as they had, of being fellow-heirs to all the 
blessings of the Gospel—and when Jehovah, in his 
abundant mercy, raised up those men, who, in the 
power of his might, began the glorious work of puri­
fying the church from the awful superstition into which 
it had fallen, many who doubtless were sincere before 
God, viewed the design with horror and amazement ; 
and exclaimed, what gotid can possibly result from 
this dreadful schism i—and when our own Wesleys, 
and their coadjutors, began under God the work 
which has so astonishingly spread, and prevails in des­
pite of the opposition it bad to encounter,—how few 
there are that believed it to be the work of God, be­
sides those tbpt felt its powers. As it was in the begin- 
ningso it was then ; the sect was every where spoken 
against ; of little avail was it then to publish the lives 
of those, who were converted to God by their instru­
mentality, except for the use of their own body. But 
now mark the providence of God, and adore his wis­
dom in accomplishing his gracious design. A young 
woman, gay, vain, and thoughtless, is persuaded to 
go and hear a stranger preach—is convinced of sin, 
—and presently converted to God—the change is strik­
ing, the effects produced of the most convincing na­
ture, that the change is real—she continues steadfast 
in the grace of God—after a time she is compelled by 
disease, to return to her paternal home—feeling that 

• * /•--» i--- il,« Viornal World, she sends

t announce terror to the inhabitants of the earth 
•very diy this terrific object would increase iu size, 
till it appeared to fill the celestial hemisphere with 
its tremendous disk ; the light of the sun would be 
eclipsed ; the stars would disappear ; the ocean 
would be thrown into violent agitation, and toss its ! 
billows to the clouds ; the earth would reel to and fro, 
like a drunkard ; and universal alarm and confusion 
woeld seize upon the tribes of the living world. At 
length this tremendous orb would approach with 
accelerated velocity, and striking the earth with n 
trash, ns if heaven and earth bad burst asunder, 
would shiver the globe into fragments, and for ever 
exterminate the race of man.

Any one of these effects or all of them combined, 
ire within the compass of Omnipotence ; and not 
only so, but they might all be accomplished with ter­
rific energy in the course of a few moments. If puny 
roeh^hy his mechanical dexterity, can suddenly stop 
» stupendous machine which he has put in motion ; 
if be can impel red hot balls at the rate of 500 miles 
«UI hour ; if be cun extract oxygen from a small por­
tion of the atmosphere, and cause it to set on fire the 
hardest of metallic substances; we cannot doubt for a 
•Moment, that with infinitely greater ease, the Al­
mighty could stop the earth in its career, separate 
•be component parts of the atmosphere, set on fire the 
foundations of the mountains, or impel the blazing 
comet towards the earth to crush it to atoms.

That God has been a constant spectator of the 
wickedness of man for upwards of four thousand 
years ; that he has, during all that period, wielded 
•o many terrific ministers of vengeance ; and that he 
has hitherto refrained from executing deserved pun­
ishment on the workers of iniquity, is therefore a 
striking evidence that his mercy is infinite, and that be 

“ long-suffering and slow to anger, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”—Dick't Philotophy of Religion.

Tiials.—Pure metals shine the brighter the harder 
they are rubbed. The Lord alone can P^P*™ our 
hearts to receive the splendour of light, -whereby we 
■reenabled to shine forth to his glory. If abarp trials 
are necessary for the accomplishment of this glorious 
nod, what a mercy from God when he sends them

shef is fast hastening to the Eternal World, she sends 
for the parish clergyman to help her in her journey to 
the heaven of glory—this minister of God attend* her 
—becomes highly interested in her—and is fully as- 
sored of her having passed from death unto life—he at­
tends her onto the grave, in sure,sad certain hope of her
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rising to a glorious immortality, and then publishes all 
he knew about her life and death, in one of the most 
beautifully written works of the kind that has ever ap­
peared, probably not knowing who were the honoured 
instruments of her salvation. The tract becomes ex­
ceedingly popular—is translated into many languages, 
and is the means of the conversion of hundreds, it is 
received by every department of the Christian Church 
as the history of a sound conversion, and truly glo­
rious death ; of one who was, as all by nature are, 
bom in sin, and shapen in iniquity ; and now the pro­
vidence of God removes that screen, and shews clear- 
|y4 she was converted under the instrumentality of a 
Methodist preacher, and was a member of the society. 
“ And what of all this ?” may some inquire. Why I 
firmly lælieve that the greater part of the good effected 
through the publication of “ The Dairyman’s Daugb- 

■ ter”, would not have taken place, had it been general­
ly known that she was a Methodist, and I think I 
have solid reasons for what I say. Have we not the 
lives on record, of many who have been as soundly 
converted—have exhibited the life and power of god­
liness—have been extensively useful in their day and 
generation, and have at the close of life, gloriously 
triumphed in death ; and yet for all this, where do we 
see their lives published beyond the circle of the 
Methodist body ? rarely indeed does it occur ; and 
may we not hope, yea, may we not be certain, that it 
is the design of God7to cause these circumstances to 
work together, as far as their sound has gone, or yet 
may go, in pulling down the wall of prejudice, that has 
so long stood between us and those of other denomi­
nations who worship God in the spirit, rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 
And is not the Lord using means in this our day, 
powerfully to convince the religious world, that he is 
with us. Look at the Isles that have waited for his 
law, in the Pacific Ocean, as well as in the Mexican 
Gulf ) and behold what God has wrought there ; ne­
ver since the Apostolic age, has success in so great 
a degree attended any effort to spread the Redeemer’s 
name, and the blessings of the Gospel ; as has been ef­
fected through those Missionaries of the Cross, who 
hear the name of the Methodists ? It is matter of 
triumph and rejoicing, when we hear of a single indi­
vidual, brought over from dumb idols to the living 
God ; but when it is known that thousands have at 
once, as it were, put away their idols, to the moles and 
to the bats, and, given convincing evidence that their 
hearts are renewed by the power of the grace of God ; 
who that fear Him among men, but what must be 
constrained to exclaim, “ Surely God is with you of a 
truth.”

Division of sentiment, is certainly to be regretted ; 
it is not calculated to produce good, as some have er­
roneously conjectured, it is one of the effects of the 
fall—had man not fallen, all would have been perfect 
harmony, as well in religion as every thing else. 
But to look for perfect union of opinion now, would 
indeed be visionary. It does not appear likely to 
take place : but I believe it is possible, and it ought 
surely to be acted upon, by every Christian, of every 
name, not only, not to impede each other in the least 
degree, but to yield every assistance in their power

with prayers, and offerings to every institution1__ n
has for its object the salvation of pien. Then should hs 
accomplished the prophetic declaration,—Judah ifcg 
not vex Ephraim, nor Ephraiih vex Judah, (hit 
would the comparatively small streams that ate new 
flowing through the earth, scattering spiritual tie, sad 
fertility wherever they flow, unite in one grand me, 
which, rolling its majestic waves over the wildcmf nf 
this fallen world, would soon cause the trildenmH
blossom as the rose. I remain Sir, Yours tndy,

July 4th, 1888. A METHODIST,

LITERARY.

To tht Editor of the WttleyoM.
Sir—Pursuant to promise I send you another *e« 

lection, similar to that which appeared in the ^ 
number of your miscellany. Yours t/uly,

G «no.
ENGLISH ETYMOLOGIES.

Gospel.—The word Gospel, is from the Same, 
Go dtp el, or Godespel : which ia a compound of Gad, 
the Supreme Being, also good or goodnett ; ” aede­
ference being discernable in writing, of these Me 
words, unless when taken for God, it has an eaftar 
ft • The word tpel signifies History ; and nbe*s 
charm ; which was certain words either spoken er 
written, and hung about one’s neck, to drive swap 
disease.”1 Other Etymologists inform us, the wiid 
•pel, meant also, narrative, doctrine, mystery or «► 
erst : and was applied by our ancestors to signify As 
revelation of that glorious system of truth, which had 
been in a great measure hidden or kept secret front 
the foundation of the world.

From the above etymology, two meanings ham 
been given—God, the Supreme Being, mi 
tory, has been explained as, “ The mystic-*'
God ; the History of God.” From the word Gti, 
as signifying good, and ipel, as signifying a thorn; 
the Gospel was called the good charm, in opposition 
to the spelt, the bad charma, or superstitious and dia­
bolical practices of the heathen,

“ It is possible,” says Dr. A. Clarke,” that oar an­
cestors gave this title to the preaching of Christ era- 
cified.from observing the astonishing eflbctapredwed 
by it, in changing the hearts nnd lives of siMaat. 
And very innocently might they denominate the pet 
powerful preaching of the death and resurrection sf 
Christ, God’s charm, that wonderful word, whkfc, 
accompanied by the demonstration and power of tie 
Holy Ghost, produced such miraculous effects among 
men.”-

Gossip.—This term is of similar etymology with 
the above. It was anciently written Godtib, or Gtat- 
sib : ami is compounded of Godi the Supreme Beiagj 
and Sib which means together, of km, or choses* 
Hence Gostip, or Godtib, has been explained is, • 
kin through God,” or “ chosenbefore God.” Forest 
Christian ancestors understanding a spiritual affieijl 
to grow between the Parent, and such as under!®» 
for the child at baptism, called each other Qodm\ 
afterwards Gostip ; and the child in like manner call­
ed sqcb, his Godfathers, or God-mothen.3

Church—Is derived from the Greek words fawss 
oikot, the house of the Lord ; which words in proeew 
of time became contracted into kurioik and ieriwt»" 
and hence, kirk of our northern neighbours, and *srw 
of our Saxon ancestors, from which, by corrupt**» 
changing k or the hard e into ch, we have made fa* 
word church. This term, though it be generally •** 
to signify the people worshipping in a particular 
place, yet by a metonymy, the container being Put 
for tjhe contained, we apply, as it was originally 
the building which contains the worshipping

1 See <iInssographia by T. Blount. 2 Dr. A. Clarke’* te®*- 
dnetion to Matt., p. iii. S Gkwographia by T. Bleent. <ur’ 
A . Clarke on Matt. ivi.
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■o. VI.

JOE the cause or THE celestial motions.
i*ces»iife to the established laws of nature, bodies 
trii remain in a state of rest till moved by some ex- 
wrsai cause ; and when once put in motion, will con­
tins te move with a uniform velocity until son» ob- 
nacle oppose their progress. If when a body is pro­
jected in a straight line, it he acted upon by another 
tines, drawing it toward a centre (and hence called 
tps centripetal force] it will describe a curve, which 
sriH be either a circle or an ellipsis, according to the 
proportion between the projectile and the centripetal 
(am,

A body revolving in an orbit, endeavours to fly off 
from the centre (this is called the centrifugal force ; 
•ad the greater its distance, the greater will be the 
tines. Its velocity will be increased in proportion as 
it is nearer the centre. Thus, if a ball fastened to 
seed be whirled round, and the cord suddenly let go 
the ball will fly off; but if the string be drawn up so 
M to bring the ball nearer the centre, it will revofve 
■ere rapidly.

Two bodies connected together, revolve round the 
eommon centre of gravity. If two balls of equal or 
■equal size be connected by a wire, there is a certain 
point in the wire where they will balance each other : 
this point is the centre of gravity, round which they 
wfll revolve, if put in motion. It is on these princi­
pes that the motion of the heavenly bodies is account­
ed for. A principle of attraction between the differ­
ent bodies that compose it, pervades the whole sys­
tem, varying according to the magnitude and nearness 
of the attracting body.

All the planets attract each other, and are all at­
tested by the sun, to which they would all tend, were 
it not for the centrifugal force generated by their mo- 
tiohs in their orbits, which exactly balances their 
tendency to the centre, and thus preserves them in 
their places. Were this force greater, they would fly 
offinto space, like the ivory ball when the cord is let 
go : were it less, they would rush toward the sun. 
AH die planets, as well as the sun, must revolve 
ronnd the common centre of gravity ; but because 
of the sun’s magnitude, the centre of our system is 
that luminary.

Hence we sec the reason why those planets which 
•re nearest the sun move with the greatest rapidity, 
because they are nearer the centre of gravity. From 
•he same cause it is, that as the planets move in an cl- 
lipsis, they increase in velocity ns they approach the 
■un, and move slower as they recede from it. The 
■••ne principles that regulate the motions pf the pri- 
omiy planets round the sun, govern the secondaries 
io their revolutions round their respective primaries.

It is impossible to say what is the cause of that at­
traction which thus holds the planets in their places ; 
the laws which regulate it are known and understood : 
further than this, the researches of Newton could not 

; he could only say, that He who created the plan- 
eta, and gave them their motion, impressed upon them 
*b« tendency towards the centre round which they re­
volve.

If there be in the works of nature, that which 
the greatest industry, and overwhelms the largest 
minds, need we wonder that in the works of grace and 
the operations of the Spirit of God, we should per­
ceive mysteries not to be unraveled ? We see the out­
ward fruits that are brought forth in the life and con­
versation of the regenerate ; and we know, from the 
Scriptures, that it is the Holy Ghost “ who worketh 
in them both to will and to do but Aott be works 
we know not. The symptoms of the spiritual life are 
manifest, but Its springs are hidden. “ The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but caast not tell, whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth : so is every one that is bom of tbs 
Spirit. "

We may justly admire the wisdom and power of 
God in causing two opposite principles, like those of 
the centripetal and centrifugal forces, so to operate 
as to effect his purpose and preserve the order of na­
ture. The same wisdom is displayed in bringing good 
out of evil, and in causing the opposite passions of 
men to counteract each other, How many men are 
there who would be monsters of avarice, cruelty, or 
lust, if pride did not interfere and lead them to stfek 
the good opinion of their fellow-creatures, which they 
are conscious they should forfeit by giving way to pro­
pensities that all would condemn ?

And even the oppositions of men to the interests of 
Christ, and all the persecutions and trials the Chris­
tian meets with, are over-ruled to promote the very 
cause they are meant to injure. Thus the persecution 
of Daniel, the three Hebrew Children, the first Chris­
tians, only served to advance the glory of God, the 
interests of true piety and the cause of the Redeemer.

MISSIONARY REGISTER.

GflAl'T MURDERS.
The exposure of the sick on the banks of the Gan­
ces has been termed Ghaut Murder. A Ghaut ia a 
flight of steps to u river, and at those places the ncta 
of cruelty to the sick are generally perpetrated. 
The origin of ibis-practice is probably to be traced 
to the absurd notion that the River Ganges is a god­
dess, and thft to die in sight of it is beneficial, 
ienee also has arisen that idolatrous worship which 

bas been paid to this river.
The Hindu character in many essential points, is 

so defective, and so much under the influence of deep- 
rooted prejudices and barbarous customs, that tbs 
greatest crimes are committed without remoras, and 

ften under the sanction of their religious teachers, 
ho aged Hindu parent is considered an incum- 

irance, and an unnecessary expense to the family, 
and is removed to this banks of the aacred Cangea. 

lo is taken to the margin of the river on a bed, and 
Brahman attends, to perform the religious ceremo­

nies.—There can be no doubt that many who might 
recover are thus consigned to a premature death. 
Tbs damp borders of the stream, with a burning 
sun, however favourable the season may be, rarely 
fail to put a speedy termination to the sick per­
son’s sufferings ; but it often happens that tbs at­
tendants become tired of the delay, and, perhaps with 
the intention of finishing hie pain, place the bed at 
low w ater mark, if the spot be within flow of the 
tide, or smear nbs dying man with the efime of the 
holy waters and fill bis mouth with mud. When a 
person has been taken to the side of the Ganges, or 
other substituted waters, under lbs supposition that 
be is dying, he is, in the eywof tbs Hindu law, dead $
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his property passes to his heir, dr according to his 
bequest ; and in the event of his recovery, the poor 
man becomes an outcast. Not one even of bis own 
children, will eat with him, or afford him the least 
accommodation ; and if by chance they come in con­
tact with him, ablution must follow. The wretched 
survivor from that time is held in abhorrence, anil 
has no other resource than to associate himself with 
outcasts under similar circumstances.

The following details of this murderous custom 
are from the testimony, and in the words of eye-wit­
nesses.

The Rev. II. Toumley.—l have conversed with a 
dying Hindu on the bunks of the Ganges, and the 
substance of his confession was, “ I have no hope of 
heaven from the circumstance that i am dying near 
the sacred Ganges ; nor do I expect future happiness 
from the worship of the gods. 1 know of no mode 
whereby I cun be saved ; and I believe that after 
death I must be cast into hell for the punishment of 
my many sins.” To the same effect is the following 
affecting passage from the Rev. W. Ward : “ Look 
at the heathen by the side of the Ganges, calling 
upon their relatives to repeat the names of Norayun, 
of Gunga, of Rain ; and n host of other idols ; pour­
ing the waters of the river down the throats of the 
dying, exposing them in the agonies of death to the 
chilling damps by night and the scorching beams of 
the sun by day ; and listen to the cries of the dying :
• Tell me not of works of merit ; 1 have been com­
mitting nothing but sin. And now, where am I go­
ing ? What is there beyond this wretched existence ? 
Am I going into some reptile or animal body, or shall 
1 at once plunge into some dreadful place of tor­
ment ? 1 sec the messengers of Yuma coming to 
seize me. O ! save me—save me ! How dark and 
heavy the cloud which* icnvclopcs me ! Is there no 
tertainty, no ray of light, to guide and comfort me in 
•ny departure ? Must l take this plunge to be seen 
no more ?’ ”

Rev. IV. Kqle».—At the Ghaut were great num 
hers of personsThatbing, and performing their morn­
ing ceremonies ; and among them a poor woman 
laid on a low bed,- raised only a few inches above the 
ground, in dying circumstances, left exposed to the 
blazing sun totally unheeded by all around her, wait 
ing, to appearance destitute jof all anxiety, to see 
her breathe her last.

Rev. \V. Ward.—At nine o’clock in the morning 
a sick man was brought by his relatives to the river 
side, and was bin on the wet sand, in expectation of 
soon expiring. In this situation he remained, expo­
sed to the scorching rays of the sun, till four olclock 
in the afternoon, when be was immersed up |o the 
breast in the river, and in this position one of his re­
lative* vociferated in his ears, “ Hurree ! Ram I 
Krishna ! Ram !” After some time, finding that 
death was not so near as had been amici paled, he 
was again replaced on the wet sand. The next morn­
ing the same ceremony was commenced, of immersing 
and repeating the names of their deities, until 5
o’clock p. m., when the man expired, having been 
literally murdered by his own relations.

Rev. S. Sutton—l lived on the hanks of the Gan­
ges for six years. During the whole of that period 
scarcely n day passed without some circumstance oc­
curring which strikingly reminded me of the language 
of the psalmist, “ The dark places of the earth are 
full of the habitations of cruelty.” I have seen some 
held up in the water by two persons, while a third 
has incessantly kept pouring water down the throat 
until life has become extinct. I have seen others 
laid on the wet sand, with their feet in the water 
when in the act of dying ; and 1 have seen others 
who have been suffered to lie upon mats at a little 
distance from the water for several days before they 
have expired ; but during that time no means had 
been empleyed for their recovery. In short, it is a 
rare occurrence for any sick person to be brought

back to hie honte after he has once been carried fta* 
it to die.

“ One evening," says the wife of a misaienan 
“ as l was walking with my husband by thertw 
side, we saw two respectable looking natives earn, 
ing a woman in their arms. We asked them 
they were going to do with her. They very eeek 
answered, ' Wo are going to pujt her in the mttu
that her soul may go to heaven, folrshe is ear
ther !’ I asked them if she was ill. Thgj^said‘ Shs 
it not very ill ; but she is old, and bas no teeth, tad 
whatistho use of her living ?’ I felt a great d»d 
on hearing this, and said, ‘ What ! have you èi-, 
compassion on your mother ? Will you drone 
her because she is old ?’ They said, ‘ Never naiad,' 
and proceeded towards the river. Mr. R. then re 
down the hank, and taking hold of the woman, iesi*. 
cd on their taking her home. They did so ; h* 
brought her ngaiiktiie next evening, anil Mr. T. Csij 
saw them throw her into the water, without perform, 
ing the usual ceremony of giving her water in Iks 
name of their gods.”

Some years afterwards the same lady wrote as fat 
lows : While I am writing I feel all the horrors I 
formerly felt respecting the sick in India. I see 
witnessed one of the scenes in all its aggravations. 
The sick person was a young woman, who was Ml 
willing to go to the river.—As they approached t|» 
Ghaut her screams were intolerable ; crying ‘«let, 
morey, jay, nay’—I ain not dying. But the men who 
had taken her were firm to their purpose, and woeld 
not hear any thing that was said to them. Thflt 
laughed at my entreaties; turned a deaf ear t*| 
threats ; and rushed forward into the water 
lhe*r victim. Tho poor creature had often i 
am'ftot dying,' but now she found herself ini 
circumstances : a few cups of water pouredi 
her throat, in the name of their gods, soon stop 
her breath. I inquired whether it xvas comment 
take them to the river against their will. They i 
‘ Yes, or else a great many would disgrace their fin 
lies by dying in their houses.’ Sometimes they lean 
them to jierish by the river. I found u poor old m»i 
one morning by the river side, who had been theredl 
night. Those who had taken him had rubbed h» ; 
body with mud, and had left him quite naked,exposed 
to the ants, so that he was completely covered whfc 
these insects ! When ! saw him move bis besdf 
went to him but was thrilled with horror to see a 61» 
low-creature, in his dying momenta, in such dream* 
stances of misery. 1 ran for assistance, hut the sa­
lives refused to do any thing for him, unless I wesM 
allow them to put him a little nearer the water, ej* 
inp he was too liar off for the tide to reach him.Jl 
said, ‘Perhaps he may get better if taken ears oC* 
They shook their heads, and -said he was put them 
to die, and die he must. My husband soon eases 
with some wine ; we put a little into his meat!, 
which be swallowed, and said, ‘ It is very good.* » 
then thought he would revive ; but be tad lain •«
night on the damp ground, and it was now ele><* 
o’clock, and the sun shining on him very hot. Wes* 
we endeavoured to move him be said be was vetJ 
faint, and wished to remain where he was 
minutes. Alas ! it was but a few minutes indeed, e« 
he soon expired.

The Sure Foundation.—Mr. Briart, a Christie* 
minister, when on his death-bed, being asked bowW 
was, replied, “ I have no fear of death.” Being mj’ 
ed what was his hope, he said, “ The finished WSD 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is the only ground of »op%
I wish not to retract one sentiment 1 have held 
ference to the truths of God. Thave preached*-* 
have ransacked the word of God, and 
equal to this,—1 The blood of Jesus Christ ce 
from all sin.’ ”

____ Ï
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HALIFAX, JULY 30, 1838.

THE WEEKLY SERVICES OF THE CHURCH. 
Amo5G the various denominations of professing Chris­
tians, there are few sections of the church more highly 
favoured than the Wesleynns, in the number of ap­
pointed services held during the evenings of the week, 
for the avowed object of social intercourse and spiritu­
al worship—amongst these we rank high in our esti­
mation os a source of spiritual benefit, and an import­
ant part of our economy—The Public Prateb- 
Mbating.

Knowing—as all well do—that our responsibilities 
increase with our opportunities, it is matter both of 
surprise and regret, that these means of grace are not 
more generally attended. We arc not to be un­
derstood ns blaming those who do attend, for the 
faults of those who do not ; but, looking abroad upon 
the aggregation of a numerous society, we cannot 
avoid being struck with the fact,—that there are num­
bers of those who are received as sincere professors, 
who seldom or ever attend the prayer-meeting. Such 
individuals involve themselves in a charge of serious 
neglect. It is true that some arc unavoidably ami le­
gally detained ; but there arc many who might attend, 
aud yet are found in the number of absentees.

Feeling it our duty and our privilege to uphold eve­
ry part of the great system of means among ourselves, 
which God has so signally blest in the salvation of 
souls, and extension of the Redeemer’s Kingdom ; we 
copy the following appeal on this subject, from one of 
the States paper.* —

Reader, do you liclong to this number ?—Do you 
stay away from the prayer meeting ? How is it pos­
sible that you can willingly do this ? How is it possi­
ble (nr you to remain at home, when your brethren 
meet to offer united prayer to God for a revi val of re­
ligion in your Church ? Attending this meeting is one 
of the ways in which you can stay up the hands of your 
minister. That it is your duty to do all in vouf power 
to assist and encourage your minister, is wHatyou will 
probably admit. This is a duty made evident from 
Scripture. Says the sacred writer to the Hebrews, 
“ Remember them which have the rule over you, who 
have spoken unto you the word of God, whose faith 
follow ; considering the end of their conversation.” 
Again, in the same chapter, he says, “ Obey them that 
have the rule over you, and submit yourselves, for 
they watch for your souls, as they that must give ac­
count, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, 
for that is unprofitable for you.” And to the Thessa- 
lonians the apostle says.—“ And we beseech you. 
brethren, to know them which labour among you, and 
are over you, in the Lord, and admonish you, anil to 
esteem them very highly in love, for their work’s sake.

grief and his eyes with tears. Independent of this, he 
nan enough upon his mind to almost crush an angel in 
the duet. But a* though he was not sufficiently tried, 
you add to that weight, by disregarding his invitations 
and hie urgent requests, and stay away from the place 
where be and other members of your church meet to 
invoke the blessings of heaven, and to converse upou 
the all-important subject of religion. This practice 
of yours often cuts him to the very heart. He mourns 
over the low state of religion in his Church, and not 
unfrequently, while you are ciuietly sleeping in your 
bed, he, with a heart ready to break with grief, is pro- 
fusely shedding hie tears, on account of your neglect 
of the prayer-meeting. Yet you continue to stay aw ay. 
In this manner you have been grieving him for a great 
length of time, and it seems you are willing to grieve 
him still longer. Why is this ? Have you a right thus 
to injure the feelings of your minister, thus to throw 
an obstacle in the way of his usefulness. Ought you 
not to be willing to spend one hour in each week, in 
praying for a revival of religion, merely to encourage 
him, if it were for nothing else ? Ought you not to be 
to your minister what Aaron and Hur w ere to Moses ? 
Ought you not to do all in your"power to encourage 
his heart, and strengthen his hands, and aid him m 
promoting the cause of Christ among you ? But you 
cannot do this, and needlessly stay away from the 
Church prayer-meeting. Is it not your duty then, to 
immediately reform in this respect ? Aud will you 
not do your duty ? Will you not gladden the heart of 
your minister, by letting him see you at the next 
prayer-meeting of the Church f Time is short. Eter­
nity is approaching. Your opportunities for attend­
ing this meeting will soon lie gone. Very soon, yon. 
and your minister, will meet each other at the bar of 
God. If you continue to neglect the prayer-meeting, 
w ill he not there prove a swift witness against you ? 
Prayerfully cohsider the courSbof conduct you are 
pursuing, ilnd act with the judgment day, amt all its 
awful and interesting scenes full in view. Remember 
your responsibility, and the Lord incline you to "the 
path of duly.—Hartford Watchman.

The next No. of the Wesleyan will complete the first half 
year, and will be entire in itself, so that new subscribers 
will be under no disadvantage in commencing in the middle 
of the volume.

The Agents for the Wesleyan are particularly requested to 
forward the list of subscribers, where they have not been sent 
before. The amount of subscriptions, likewise, most be col­
lected, snd sent in advance for the next half-year, to the ge­
neral Agent,—-Mr. J. II. Anderson, Halifsx. Where parties 
have not paid for the first half-year, agents will oblige by re­
questing the full amount now, and forwarding it immedi­
ately.

N. B.—The entire profits of the paper, will be devoted to 
religious purposes.

All letters enclosing remittances from a fewer number than 
10 subscribers, must be post-paid.

Exchange Papers.—Wc have, since the commence­
ment of our periodical, sent numbers to three religious peri-

• ■ Ml un in Ml V HIRIliy III IUYU, lUI UICII WUIN SSUIVA, .... r, , . „ ... _ i

And lie at peace among yourselves.” In these texts °diesIs published at Boston, L. 9., solid mg so e 3 g
___• , ' . n - . . ... ... I__  . ... i ? ___i_____.1___:___----- -- ..are involved many important duties, which arc hind 
in» upon you ; duties which you owe your minister, 
and which you cannot well perforin, and neglect the 
prayer-meeting. Your minister has many trials, w hich 
none !>ut a minister, can fully realize. And the fact 
that you stay aw'ay from the weekly prayer-meeting 
ot the Church is by no means among the least of his 
trials. He attends this meeting whether it is conve­
nient for him or not : but he sees not you there. He 
invites you, he exhorts you, and urges you to attend. 
But week after week passes away, and you are not 
*w*n at the house of prayer. This constitutes one of 
his heaviest trials ; one that often fills his heart with

We have neither received io exchange their papers, or, in 
justice, the return of our own. In future we discontinue them. 
The Christian Advocate from N. York, Montreal Baptist Ma­
gazine, and Christian Guardian from Toronto,with others, are 
received, and thankfully acknowledged. We were glad to 
diecover in the latter, a reprint of one portion of the excel­
lent review of “ Mammon” published in the Wesleyan. 
We rejoiced in: Use favourable notice inserted a abort tun# 
since in the Lunenburg Colonial Chorchman, (see page 186) 
we forwarded the nembete reqeested, sad have never seen 
the face of the Churchmen since. Verbum sat.
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Exchange papers to be addressed,—“ Wesleytn,” Hali­
fax, N. 8.

••• will eee that hie saggoslion hae been attended to. We 
bave devoted more «pace to the department of general and 
local intelligence.

A abort Memoir of Mrs. Smith, wife of Rev. W. Smith, 
late of Liverpool, may be expected in oar next

A heavy Thunder Storm pasaed over the town, on Thors- 
dey last, accompanied with incessant rain.

Ilia Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, by and with the 
advice of her Majesty’s Council, has offered a reward of£100 
for the apprehension of Osmond, who recently murdered a 
Mr. Mclsaae, in Sydney, Cape Breton.—We have heard that 
he waa seen in this town last week, and, a day or two 
since, on the road to Windsor. We meet anxiously hope 
he may not escape from justice.—Gazette.

The examination ef the Royal Acadian School, 
which took place on Thursday, afforded much gratification to 
iu numerous Patrons, and many others friendly to Education. 
—Among the company present were Hie Excellency Sir Co­
lin Campbell, several Members of Her Majesty’s Execu­
tive and Legislative Councils, the Solicitor-General, the 
Ministers of the Presbyterian Churches in Halifax, and .a 

' large number of Ladies.
There were about 200 Children in the School, who went 

through their examinations in a highly creditable manner, 
end gave good evidence of the attention devoted by the 
Reverend Teacher and his able Assistant to their instruction.

Hie Excellency and the other visitors expressed them­
selves much pleased with the progress made by the Children 
in their studies, and particularly so with their neat appearance 
and excellent behaviour. Reward# were distributed to very 
many of the Scholars for their meritorious conduct—lb.

The Andromache frigate, after disposing of Sir John Har­
vey on board the Cape Breton steamer, as mentioned in our 
laat, proceeded to Newfoundland, from whence she is to loke 
Capt. Prescott, Governor of that Island, to Quebec. On her 
return from Newfoundland, aho will call at P. K. Island for 
the l.ieut. Governor, Sir Charles Fitzroy, who will also pro­
ceed to meet Lord Durham. Sir Colin Campbell, has, we 
understand, orders to proceed to Quebec also, and will em­
bark this week, for that port.—Times.

F*om Jamaica.—The Colonial Legislature of Jamaica, 
have resolved that the system of negro apprenticeship shall 
terminate, and emancipation be rendered complete on the 1st 
of August, 1838, instead of 1840. The vote was unanimous. 
Number of Slaves, 3.30,000.

Encouraging to Abolitionists.—West India pa­
pers say, that the Legislatures of St. Vioient, Baibadoes.and 
Grenada, have pissed bills for the entire abolition of the Ne­
gro Apprenticeship system ; the system to close on the first 
of August next, in Antigua, it appears, where the slaves 
were unqualifiedly emancipated, the most gratifying results, 
in every respect, have beeu experienced.—St. John, N. B. 
paper.

British Cocntenance or Idolatry in India.— 
It gives us gre.:t pleasure to intimate that we have learned 
that a despatch has been just received at the India House 
from Sir Peregr ne Maitland, the Commander-in-Chief at Ma­
dras. either res going his situation in consequence of being : 
called on to enfi rce the regulations of the Company on the j 
officers under hi.- command, in relation to their attendance on ! 
the idolatrous worship of the natives, or expressing his inten- j 
lion of doing so, unless an immediate change is directed.— I 
London Record.

Parliament. Sir Robert Peel and 'Lord Johe 1 
as to the amount of the franchise in the Corporation 1 
divided the House, which left Sir Robert in u mit
the vote having been—for Lord John RbusoII and s,_
lification 187 ; for Sir Robert and a £10 qealideulwwl 
The Conservative leader thought this a breach oft 
the part of his opponent, and intimated that ini 
other portions of the Bill would require to be ^ 
differences, however, will be ultimately reeeeeded, aad"C 
Bill pasaed. y

Daring the whole of Wednesday vast crowds of ramatla- 
ble persons were attracted to the jioueeof Mr. Edward {lews, 
a silk-weaver in Castle street, near Shoreditch cheieà, n 
view the splendid robes to be worn by Her Majesty, n 
approach leg coronation, and which were jest time bed aadeas 
from the loom on that morning. The robe, which ia en 
superb piece of manafketure, is ten yards in length, sad «f 
the same pattern as that worn by George IV. it hie i 
lion. The ground or warp is of the most rich 
•ilk, and the shoot, consists of gold aed silver twiet, and mb 
silks of Varions shades. Some idea may be formed ef d* 
variety, when twenty shuttles were obliged to be in weih at 
the same time. The principal surface appears to be arihms 
gold, and the figures which are bold, and considerably raised, 
are of the most magnificent description. Those ef the Nfd 
crown, the rose, the shamrock, and the thistle eie Inly 
beautiful. The eagles, the fionr-de-lis, and other Imÿi 
national emblems are also very prominent, and knislifiltj 
executed. The fact of the order for these splendid artichs 
having been sent to Spittalfields has given the greatest utia 
faction to the whole of the industrious operatives ef the 
district. —— •,

Steam-Ship for New York.—It will be sees frees 
«dverli-ement in another column, that the fine steal 
the Royal William, belonging to the City of Dubtie i 
packet Company, will leave Liverpool on Tburadgyl 
of July, for New York. She will be come 
townsman, Lient Swaineon, R. N. It is intended I 
Royal William shall remain at New York ten days, t 
allow time for travellers to visit some of the beentHalsUMO- 
ry of that coentry, and her return from New York is 1*1 
for the 28th of July.

The Royal William is 617 tons burthen.—She is wasMh 
ed on thd new •• safety plan,” which hae been foead by BS» 
toal experiment to render the sinking of a vessel aestte im­
possible, unless she were to be battered to )>ieeia. Ill 
plaft U the division of the bull into several compi 
by water-tight bulk beads, so that tboegh one pert ef 
vessel be stove so as to allow the water to rash iu, 
the rest of the ship will remain dry and buoyant This It 
undoubtedly a great improvement, and one which, whuui* 
merits become known, will beget extreme confidence. The 
Royal William will be fitted up in the most elegant wd Mo­
vement style, sod from her well-known reputation 1er 
•he will doubtless make a quick passage. This move» 
intended as the prelnde to the establishment of a rrguh 
of steamers between this port and New York. For the 
we have no fear. The speculation must be successful, W 
the reasons which we have before mentioned, aed •• 
expect ere long, to see Liverpool holding the same high pew- 
tlon with respect to transatlantic steam navigation as ri» 
has hitherto done in general commercial intercourse wflB 
America — Liverpool Courier. Jvne 13.

The above vessel was off Sandy Hook July 21, lfiduyew*’

Chief Baron Joy, of the Irish Bench, is dead. The pap** 
talk of Mr. O’Connell a# his successor.

At a Privy Council held on the 8th June by Her MsjsriJ» 
the Earl of tiosford was again sworn as a member oftbnCjJP- 
cil, having been a member daring the reign of Wills— !*•

Captain Roberts, of the Sirius, was presented to 
Queen at her levee on the 8th.

GREAT BRITAIN:
at St. John,The arrival of the Mersey from Liverpool^ 

has broaght London dates to the 12th, five deys later than 
ear files by the Packet.

The Irish questions are making considerable progress in

NEW BRUNSWICK.
ST. JOHN.—LAYING THE FOUNDATION O t THE »** 

WESLEYAN CHAFEL.
Divinf. Service wee held on Sabbath riW**»^ 

upon the floor of the new Wesleyan Chapel 
being erected in Si. George’s Street iu this City. Tbs 
Enoch Wood addressed a concourse of people, iu tbs spue 
air, supposed to amount to 2600, from I Cur. let chop- ™
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y , ...i, ..riel This interesting exercée was concluded 
âÜ^Rev Messrs. Bos by and M’Nut.—On Monday, at 
n «clock ■ large and respectable assembly convened at 

* piece, to witness the ceremony usually observed by 
weslevans in laying the corner or foundation etone of 

îtîüir House* for sacred worship.'* The service was begun 
kTths Rev Richard Shepherd, and the people addressed by 
ilRev Messrs Busby and WÔod. In . the stone were in- 

‘"V, various documents, fcc., so guarded as to secure their 
°“riti— The venerable John Ferguson, Esq., who has 

UT, member of the Wesleyan Society for forty-seven 
laid the corner stone in a most devout and impressive 

Iwno’er giving, before the conclusion of the ceremony an 
[«coont* of the first winter he spent in the country, during 
-hich not a single sermon was preached in the town, if a 
mwn it might then be called. The building will be 60 feet 
L, 90 feel, from a very chaste design by Mr. Cunningham ; 
ilLe will bo a large school room and vestry underneath 
r chapel, and a furnace for heating the building with hot 
sir Provision will be made for 400 sittings to be free. Ad­
vantage will be taken of the most modern improvements in 
finishing the interior so os to Secure ease end comfort, with 
s strict regard to prudence and economy. The foundation, 
•ilk and first floor are all ready to receive the frame, which 
is ie’eech a state offorwardness that in a few days the raising 
of it will be commenced. The situation is a very suitable one, 
standing upon high ground, and in a part of the city which is 
enlarging very fast. If proper attention be paid to the finish­
ing of it" not only will it be creditable to the numeroos body 
of Christiana under whose immediate auspices and exertions 
H is sdvancing, and a powerful auxiliary in the great cause 
of religion, but it will be an ornament to our flourishing City.
—Observer. .

In an aperture in the stone was placed a bottle containing 
aa account of the date when it was deposited there, in whose 
Reign—the Governor of the Province—Mayor of the city— 
who was President of the British Wesleyan Conference- 
tbe Secretaries for the Foreign Missions—Chairman of the 
New Brunswick District.—Preachers on the Station—names 
#f the Trustees for the Germain-etreet Chapel—Building 
Committee for the new one—the number of Members in the 
Wesleyan Society in the City and Portland and throughout 
the District, fcc. fcc. fcc.

CANADA.
QUEBEC, JULY 6.

The following gentlemen have been sommonedby Sis Ex- 
seilenc, the Governor-General, to the Executive CouncilI 
the Chief Justice of the Province, the Chief Justice of Mon­
treal. Mr. Justice Panel, Mr. Justice Rolland, Mr. Justice 
Vellieres de St. Real, Mr. Arthur Builer, Barrister at Law.

The Populaire of the 6th instant containsin #Uil of the 
losses sustained by the rebels since the 25th November last, 
in churches and houses burned and pillaged by t « roops 
and volunteers. The total amount i* estimated at *.84,two. 
la the county of the Lake of Two Mountains it appears that 
there were two cherches, two preebyteries, one convent, one 
windmill, 111 inhabited houses, 12 bams, and 1681 «beds 
burned, and 675 families pillaged, the claim for which is va­
lued at £57.566. At St Charles there were IS houses des­
troyed, valued at £1950, and the grain and merchandize 
burnt and pillaged is valued at $5330. At St Denis 
troops and volunteers under the command of Col. hore, e 
days after the repulse on the 23d November, burned lorty- 
five houses, which, with other property consumed, w vs n 
st £19,800.

From Upper Canada we learn nothing decisive as to the 
aew outbreak on the Detroit frontier. The alarm was great, 
but the danger, we believe, was over-rated—at all events 
sufficient force was speedily on the spot, and nothing may 
he apprehended. We find the following in the Niagara Re- 
porter of the 6th instant : D .

“ We have just seen a gentleman whe left Point en re e 
•n Wednesday last.—He states that Liefct Elmeley, R. N,, 
who is cruising on Lake Erie, told him that he had taken six 
•f the Beer Creek pirates. The same gentleman came down 
the lake on board the Erie and Ontario schooner, the Captain 
*f which went ashore at Amberstbnrg, where he learned 
free authority on which he placed implicit reliance, that tee 
Indians had brought in 30 prisoners, among whom were

Spencer and another person wbo bad been released at To­
ronto ; our informant say* he has no doubt that Spencer is 
taken This is a good practical comment on the amnesty po­
licy. Tbe Indians hsd jest left to make s further search in 
the woods. ------

The New York Commercial Advertiser asserts that all tbe 
late reports about invasions into Canada from Michigan and 
elsewhere, disturbances in tbe London District, &c, are to­
tally destitute of foundation.

BACKETS HARBOUR, JULY 12.
About 10 o'clock this morning, the steamer Telegraph, in 

the service of tbe United Sûtes, arrived from e cruise among , 
ihe Thousand laies, and brought with her 2 prisoners of 
Johnson’a gang of desperadoes, and Johnson’s famous 13 
oared boat, so much extolled for its ewifmese.

On the morning of the 11th, Cnpt Gwying. of the first regi­
ment of the infantry, commanding tbe Telegraph, obtained 
information of the haunt of Johnson, and with the British 
party made arrangements for surprising and capturing the 
gang, but owing to the dilfirnlty of approaching the bowse, 
on account of the roughness of the country, and the density of 
t^e woods end thickets, the psrties did not approach the holes 
•imulUneoeily, as was intended, the British party getting to 
the ground s little sooner then the other, and spproaching 
on the same side. The whole of Johnson’s gang, w;lb the 
exception of two men made their escape. The two men 
uken were asleep. There was found iu the house belonging 
to John Firrow, onGrindstone Island, a quantity of arrow— 
pistols, rifles and muskets. The names of the prisoners ta­
ken are Riely Toney and Jonathan Tornaclifle.

Those wbo made their escape werb William Johnson, 
John Farrow, Robert Smith, William Robbins. John Vsn 
Onto, and Allen Eerly. They were fired on, but with wbst 
effect is r.ot known.

The host of Johnson is 28 feel long, and 44 feet wide 
clinker built painted black »t the bottom, while above, with 
e yellow streak shout 6 inches wide, jest under the gunwale, 
ornamented with a red stripe shove apnf below.1 he inaideof 
the boat ia red. She Dai one set of sweep*, and one set of 
short oars so as to row either single or double handed.

This boat is so light that two men csn,cany her with ease, 
and she is capable of transporting twenty men with theirsrms. 
She had on board when taken, besides some arms, an Ame­
rican flag, which no doubt was intended to be need when 
passing British vessels es a deception. The Telegraph retiras 
to the vicinity oflbe Thousand Islands to-morrow morning.

MARRIED.
On Tuesday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Churchill, Mr. Jeep 

Miss Weeks, to Elisabeth Slàyter, both of this town.
On Saturday last, at Sackville Church, by tbe Rev. Archibald 

Gray, Septimus Ellis Scaifc, Esq. of Liverpool, England, to Ann, 
daughter of the Into John Henry , Esq. . .k.

At St. John’s Church, Sackv.lk, on the 12ih mit. by the Rev. 
H. Gray, Mr. John Peters, to Miss Agnes tyaria Roukes, both of

UlAtPNe,w York, 80tbJune, Mr. William Bolton, formerly of this 
town, to Miss Mary Ann, eldest daughter of Stephen King, Lsq.of
,h™iysd.y evening, hv the Rev. W. C<*.w,ll, Mr Christopher 
Boltooto Miss Elizabeth Gram ilk, daughter of Mr. Henry XVright, 
of this town. ______________________ —

DIED. ,, u
On Saturday afternoon, in the 73rd year oflier age, Mrs. 1 raa- 

cis Whiston. _________ _________
=S=== SHIPPING intelligence.

arrivals.
Tuesdav 24lh—brirt. London Packet, Harvey, Demerara and

is ««wne/’lS days rum and sugar to Frith, Smith fcCo. ; Scht. Maya goes, 1» aara, rum «* „ moo to W. J.
Nik. Vaughan, àl John, “‘‘nd Ne. York,8 day,
SUrr; mD fcËlsur, fc Co; Triton, Heap,
—mi”, molasses, cu:. to I' k-ky on the 29th ult, ei-
Quebec, 18 day£ bound ,ske a|H) w„ obliged to threw
Per,e,!C^ rfjttor^-.-brigt. Adventure, Jeraev. 42 days

clays, nom, -r-
Montreal, to 9. Binney. Hatcbard Trinidad, 19 days, sugar
Friday, uSSta, St. Andrews, H days.cuïeltlst. J-h- N. B. 6d.y. ;

. i i_ prospect ; Enterprise, Barnngtoe. „ , -Beh?- L.,vellL;„^j^phee> Young, Porto Rico, 16 days, to Sail*Honda,.Brtgt
£ Weinwright.

#
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F. S 8 A Y ON U fill 1 8 T I A N MISSIONS.

PRIZE OF TWO HUNDRED GUINEAS, Ac.

DURING ilm last flirty years, many excellent Ser­
mon». Tract», nml Pamphlets, have appeared on the subject of 

Mission» in the Heathen ; but the want of a comprehensive work, em­
bracing all the topics directly and collaterally invdlved in the general 
theme, has long been fell and very generally acknowledged. It has 
occurred to n few friend» ol the .Missionary enterprise in Scotland that 
this diMuieraturn in o '- Christian literature might be supplied by 
nu-un» of friendly competition, were the theme of Mission» proposed 
as the subject of a Prize Essay. Dispensing, for the present, with the 
consideration of Ihe causes that may instrumental!)! have retarded the 
progress of Christianity throughout the world, and w ith the Investiga­
tion of the most approved methods of practically conducting Missions 
abroad, a I'uizb of Two lit sue en Gi ink»» Is hereby offered for Ihe 
best Essay, and another l’niza of Fifty Gi i sus for tlir second best 
Essay on •• Thr Italy, l‘riu/r"r, and Encaurazrmrnt nf ( hrittinn* 
l') send thr I/ii i/o / o/ Sahnt in n ta thr un/n/iyhlrtird A alions of thr 
Earth. The grand object ol Missions, viz., Ihe regeneration of a lost 
world through the nll-sulllriciit atonement of the lord our Righteous­
ness and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, niu»t lie distinctly unfolded 
and vindicated from ihe Sacred Scriptures. The Duty, Privilege, Ac 
must be illustrated as enjoined or sanctioned by Divine commands. 
Evangelical motives, and ctplicit prophecies, at well as recommended 
by a review of the lieneficial effects of Christianity on the civilization 
of the world, and the reflex Influence of the Missionary enterprise In 
improving the spiritual lone and condition of the Reformed Churches. 
Under the head of Duty, must lie comprehended the obligation to ad­
vance tiie kingdom of I lie Redeemer by means ol prayer, counsel, pe­
cuniary contribution, and personal services. Answers must also be 
furnished to all the most plausible objections that have from time to 
time been urged against the rouse of Missions.

In order at once to demonstrate the Catholicity of the present de­
sign, ami inspire universal confidence in the rectitude of the decision, 
the lollowuig°Gvoilemen have been requested, and have kindly con­
sented, to become adjudicators, viz. : —
The Rev. David Welsh, D.D., Professor of Church History in the Uni­

versity of Edinburgh.
The Rev. 'Ralph Wardlaw, D.D., Glasgow.
The Rev. Henry Melville, II.O., Camberwell, late Fellow and Tutor 

of St. I’eter’s College, Cambridge.
The Rev Jnbcz Hunting, U.D., President of the Wesleyan Conference,

London.
The Rev. Thomas 9. Crisp, President of the Baptist College, Bristol.

The Essays will be received on or before 1st June, 1839, by the Se­
cretaries ot the Church of England, London, Baptist, and Wesleyan 
Missionary Societies, at the respective Mission Houses in l-ondoo, and 
by the Rev. Ur. liriintoti. Convener, or Rev. Ur. Gordon, Secretary of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland’s Committee tor Fo­
reign Missions, Edinburgh- Each must he accompanied with a seal­
ed It iter, enclosing the name and address of Ike author—the Letter 
and Essay bearing some motto or superscription common to both. No 
Ess-tv need be forwarded which U not written or copied In a clear, 
distinct, legible hand. The Adjudicators are expected to make their 
decision known on or lirfore 1st June, 1H1U, r.ficr which dale the Es- 
saxs will be returned, on proper application at lliu several Offices 
where they were originally left, viih the l.effers unopened except 
those accompanying the successful Treatise». Half of the profit» ari­
sing from the sideof the Copywright of Ihe F»»nx, to which the Prize 
of Two Hundred Guineas slmll he awarded, to lie given to the Author, 
the other half to be applied to sueli object, promotive ol ihe great 
cause of Missions, as Ihe Contributors to the present Piize may deem 
most ex pedielit.

In the name nf the Contributor»,
STEVENSON M G1I.L. D.D.,

Professor of Divinity In the University of Glasgow. 
THOMAS CIKI.MF.R3, !>.!>.. L.L.D.,

Professor ol Divinity in the University of Edinburgh. 
ALEXANDER DUFF, HI).,

Church of Sent land Mission, Calcutta.
CHRISTIAN l.llillARV.

A SMALL CHRISTIAN LIBRARY Ins been
for n short time e«t ihU-hc.!, under the superiatendensc of mem­

ber» of the Church i t England, with Ihe design of promoting religious 
reading by providing Hie principal religions publications nf the dav, on 
as onsy^term» is possible. K,nre a rcient importation, ihe number of. 
Hook» on tin-CH'ap çue, amounts to about - Vi, among which are nil 
the work» ol I lie ltev-il. IMiilit. the Rev. Dr. K rummer her, author of, 

U “ '"lij ,h the. Tishhilp,” Ihe Rev. C. Bridges, author of “ Exposition of 
r IV" i Ib-al'i..” the Rev. R. Philip, r.iithor ol" •• Experimental Guides.’’
V *' * be Clary's,’’ ,1-c. and those ot" Charloite Elizabeth ; and the Life

I < i:i re. find Journal» and Sermons of Henry Martin, lives of Thoma- 
». . Itrul.erd. .Ac, The small subscription of i». a year, entitles the
so'>«-riber to receive a book n week. 't he Library is at present placed 
•i • i- o.dee o| II. Pryor. Esq., lit !li«-»in el, where books can be had 
I my I'uesdav. from - to 4 o'clock-rial b» xxlioni subset-1 pi ions and 
doi.uommlln r of books or money xvdl be thanklblly received.

THE < IilLD’S DEPARTMENT.

W VTU.K.
“ f*crsaid Robert to hi* fattier one day,'" what a beauti- 
rat doud x onder is in the sky 1 1 wonder what it is made

“My dear boy,"" replied his father, “it is nothing but
hcatc’ ’’

*’ Why, pa, you astonish me !” cried Robert. “ What ! 
is that irater which lies on a heap op high in the air, and has 
such beautiful colours and curious shapes ?’*

“ It is even water, my son. Do you not know that rtieia 
water, and that rain falls oat of the eloads ? ”

“ But, pa, if rain does faU out of the eloads, doss tWt 
prove that clouds are water ; 1 have seen rain fall oat el the 
tree-tops ; but that never led roe to think that frees are wa­
ter. Do explain this to roe.”

•• It pleases me, Robert,” said his father, " to see you is 
desirous of knowing the truth of things, as not to be satisfied 
with bare appearances. 1 will endeavour to clear up this dif­
ficulty to your satisfaction. You have seen water boil is g 
pot, and you have seen steam conic out of it. Now the wa­
ter will all boil away ; and when it is gone, the steam will 
stop rising ; so the water all goes out in steam, or very mwH 
particles of water raised by the heat, which float in lha air 
and become invisible.”

“Yes,” said Robert, “ I remember putting a piece af 
cold iron in the steam of a pot, and it was soon covered whh 
large diops of water. I suppose that it was the steam m| 
tling on the iron.”

“ Yes, Robert ; and now I will tell you more aboat the 
operations of water. Y’ou know that when things are wet, 
they will become dry, and you cannot see the water res Ml 
of them. The reason is, it goes off in steam or vapoar, which 
is invisible to the eye. In this way water rises into ihgair 
continually, which is always full of it Set a bottle ortald 
water in a warm room, and it will soon be covered wkh 
drops of water, which collect on it out of the air. The lit­
tle invisible particles of steam are attracted by the cold g law: 
—they touch one another till they become large enough to 
be Men, and by that means collect by degrees into drops, la 
this way the rain is formed. A cloud is nothing but fog or 
steam become visible in small drops of water, but not heavy 
enough to sink down in the air. By some means, which 
God has provided for that purpose, those little bits of water 
which float round in the air like dust, touch one another by 
the force of attraction, and when they become large encage 
they fall down. While they are falling, they continue to ia- 
crease in size till they become a heavy rain.”

“ 1 thank you, pa.” said Robert ; “ now I understand it 
Bot what gives the clouds so many colours ?

“ The colours, Robert, are the reflection of the light ef 
the run. There are colours in the sun's light ; and the 
things on which he shines have the power of throwing kick 
the light to our eyes, and showing colours, ltul let us re­
turn to the clouds and water. You see what a fine contri­
vance the clouds are for watering the fields when they be­
come dry. The heat of the sun or air dries up the water 
from the sea ; the air carries it over the land and throws il 
down on Ihe fields to make the grass and other things grew. 
And then again the son dries out the water after the grain 
grows, and causes it to ripen and become hard, fit to keep in 
the barn, and be made into bread; which water goes off 
again in tie air, to fall in rain in another place. This is the 
way thdPall green things grow ; by which it appears that 
steam supports the life of men, beasts, trees, and plants, 
i'leam does more : it makes all rivers and streams of wster, 
and springs. For these all are the offspring of vapour aid 
rain, which falls on the land and runs off in rivers. Did yoa 
never Itear people complain of too math rain ?”

“ Yes, papa, 1 Have often. I heard neighbour Brown say 
the other day, that he wished it would always stop raining 
when the ground became wet enough to make his crops 
grow. But noxv I see if the silly man could have his wish, 
we never should have rivers for steam-boats to run ou ; aa» 
nor grist mills to grind our xx heat. This makes me think of 
what you once told me, that God is a much better contriver 
than man, and knows best in every thing.”

TERMS, &C.
The \\ f-ffrvan (rneh number containing it; pages Imperial octavo,) js 

P’il'li.»ht'il « very other Monday (evening) by Wni. Cunuabell, alh*
JMl.rc, South end Bedford Row, Halifax, N. 9. Terms : Sevee »U- 
l"i-» and Sixpence per annum; bv mail. Eight Shilling» and NkW 
pence (including postage) one half always in advance. All noov 
meations must be addressed to the Agent of the Wesleyan, HaB- 
lav V s.

NOTICE TO AOEATS.
'Vtffnts for A#Mc*le \an, are requested to observe the lollop* 

me regulation : i* every instance the *ub#cription money 
paid in advance,—one half when the Paper is subscribed for, the sOW 
hair at the end of six months: they will, in the first instance, 
the names ol none who comply not with the first part of this 
filiation, and in ihe next instance, they will please forward at IBS 
end of the half year, the names of all who toil in observing the tatwv 
pnrt of the regulation, and the Paper, as to pitch persons. Will w 
immediately discontinued.—They will please make a speedy retww 
of Subscribes’ nettles to the Agent.


