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- the Committee.

MINULES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING.

Tononro, February 11th, 1835.

Tae Axnvan MeeTine of the Urper Canapa Revnicious Tracr anp
Boox Soocixty, was held in 8t. Andrew’s Church, at 7 o’clock, P,

The Presioent having been‘called to the Chuir,~

The Meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Wx. Rinrovt.

The Report was then redd; after which—

The following Resolutions were unanimously carried :

I. Moved by Rev. E. R“mn. seconded by Rev. W. Rxnovx.,—
That the Report now read be udoptd, and printed under the direction of

-

II. Moved by Rev. A, Srewanr, seconded by Jussz Keronux, Eeq.,—~

That this Society tenders its- grateful acknowledgments to the' London
Religious Tract Society for its second liberal donation of Tmu. runt.imd
in the Report,

1. Moved by Wx. Hersuan, Esq., seconded by Rev. Jas. Hannis,—

That this Meeting'learns with pleasure that the issues of the Society have
increased during the past year; and, whilst it regrets the falling off in sub.
scriptions, humbly trusts and prays that God will, by his Bpirit,‘move the
friends of the Society to such increased exertions and liberality s may be

. eonmmunu with the growing religious ‘wants,bf the community.

IV. Moved by Rev. J, Riomasnson, ssconded by Rev. Mr. Mune1visso,—

That this Meeting humbly rejoices in the extended operations of Tract
Societies through various parts of the world, and especially in the success
which hab attended the exertiona of the Loridon Religious Tract Society
since its formation.:

V. Moved by Mr. T. Pansos; sséonded by Mr. Ksvron l'onoun.a-\
That the thanks of this Mesting be given to the Officé-bearers. and Com-

mittee for their services during the past year, and that the following Gen.
;“lom u“:}.)mm and Committee for the ensuing year. (Wee the
t over leaf. , .

The Meeting was then closed with prayer.
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REGULATIONS.

L Taar this Society shall be denominated Trr Uppza Canapa Reis.
aious Tracr anp Boox Socrery.

IL. That this Society approves of the principles on which the, London
Religious Tract Bociety is founded, as set forth in the Official Statement
and declaration of that Society ; and that it shall only ciseulate the Publica.
tions of that Society, or other publications of a similar character.

IHT. That Anoual Subgcribers paying Five Shillings, Curreney, or more,
shall be Members of the Society, .

IV. That Subscribers of Five Pounds, Currency, and Ministers remitting

Congregational C'olhcﬁonl to the extent of Five Pounds, Currency, shall be
Members for life. \

V. 'That a Committee of ten Members, exclusive of the Officers of the

Society, shall be annually chosen, to conduct the business of that Society j—

J thatsix who have most constantly attended the meetings of Committee

throughout the year, may be. re.elected for the ensuing year: and that the

< Committee-for the time being shall be empowered to fill up any vacancies
“that may occur. . : N ; ¢

VI That the (;ﬁcerl of the Society shall be—a President, Vice.Presi.
dents, Treasurer, Secretaries, and Depositary.

VIL That Ministers of the Gospel being Members of the Society, shall
be entitled to attend and vote at all Meetings of the Committge.

VIIL That all Subscribers shall be entitled to have Tracts to the value of

half their Subscriptions ; and that Ministers or others remitting a Collection,

_shall be entitled to Tracts to the value of half the Collection—on behalf of

* the Congregation that may have made the Collection—the same being called
for any time within three months of payment of Subscription, :

Ix. 'rmthac?gmn}unhnnmforh-huu least once a quarter.

X. ‘That this Society skall, to the utmost extent of its resources, encou-
- fago the formation of Ausiliary Societies throughbat the Province, -

XI. That the Annual General Mosting of this Socioty stallbe held daring
the week appointed for the Mesting of the City of Toronto Bible Society.

XIL. That all Meetingd of this Society, and of the Commitiee, shall be
opened and olardvitb’n 3 : :
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REPORT.

Waerever the religion of the Gospel is received sinoerely and
savingly into the heart, it becomes an expansive principle, leading its
possessor to desire, and to strive, that its comforting and quickening
influences may be extended to others besides himself; and that is'no
genuine profession of Christianity which selfishly, or indolently con.
fines its concern to one breast, or.onie house, or one city. 'Whén
Jehovah declared that the time should come thit * all the eatth
should be filled with the knowledge of the Lord,” e no doiiby
designed to make use of this disposition of his people to commiini.
cate of their good things to others, as the 'means of fulfilling thar
prophiecy. 'The efforts however of individuals, effective’ s they
ofton are in producing much good, must yet of necessity be confined
within narrow limiits, Hence, in pursuance of his desigus of mercy,
God, in whose “hands are the hearts of all men,” has, from time to
time, put it into the hearts of his’faithful servants to combine their
efforts; and by associgting themselves together; not oaly'to assist '
each other by mutual co-operation, ‘but to -excite, and provoke one
another to higher achievements of good works, by mutual exampleg
of “zeal for the Lord,” and * good will towardy men.” ;- - ek
- Hence originated Societies for promoting, by various means, the
knowledge of God and our Saviour' through the ‘world ;'hence dFi.
ginated the Bible Bociely ; hence Societies for | rting Misuiore,
both at Home, and dbroad; hetice, in shor, ‘m::‘i‘h’ erlobis
gious Societies adorn our’ mother'tountry; thé wnidet of
" oy that edangers her, still pheied with God for hor aafory;"'= /'

The great mqoﬂ,ﬂ'ﬁbﬂwwx formed, dnd have
risen to energetic maturity, within the list: ‘yours; ‘shbdding a
lustre over the ‘Gemmericement 'of the nineteenth’ century, brighter
and purer than the -\iknd*ot%mﬂmryfof ‘even than 'thé -ﬂnﬂ
light of thet' gendral' knowledge which distinguivties tha ‘tinfex

which wé i, 151 €10 S04 it ey SM0F
One Society, however, the Mm*‘*m of the British

and Foreign Bible Society, commenced its unprétending course in
. tho last your of the proceding cestary.  The' “Eiulon Religious .
Tract Bociety,” instituted in 1799, was indeed hilibla st its Som.
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REPORT. .

strength to strength, till it has grown to a magnitude and importancg.
which entitle it to rank among the most efficient instruments employed
in scattering the seed of divine truth, not only throughout England,
but over a large portion of the globe. '

On the principle of that unassuming but valuable Society, was
organized three years ago the Society whese proceedings for the
last twelve months your Committee are about to report. It was
considered that the circumstances of this Province, with its numerous

~ population, widely scattered over an extensive surface, and with very
disproportionate means of religious instruction, presented a field
peculiarly caleulated to profit by the establishment of a Religious
Tract Society ; and this opinion having been sanctioned by a nume.
rous meeting which was present at the formation of the Society, it
forthwith began its operations; and has since continued them, with a
measure of success, which has not altogether disappointed, if it has
not fully realized, the hopes and expectations of its projectors.

This reference to the formation of the Society affords an appropri.
ate occasion to your Committee of uoticing the resignation of its late
Reverend Secretary, to whom, as its primary suggester, it in a great
measure owes its origin; and they cannot suffer this opportunity to
‘pass without recording their sense of the advantage, derived by the
Society, from that gentleman’s official services, and' the spirit of
Christian, henevolence in which they were rendered. Your Com.
mitted might feel a disposition to regret the loss of such a fellow.
labourer; did they not:remember that it was ordered by Him who
“daeth all things well;” and who, whilst He can raise up other

+ servants o do his work here, may make the removal of ‘your. late . .

Secretary from this neighbourhood: the means of extending -the
Society’s usefulness to other parts of the Province. ,

Your Committee will now proceed:to detail the operations of the
Society during  the past year. It appears.from the returné. of the
Depositor that there have been issued, by all chaanels, from the
Depository, between the. 31st Jan’y. and the 31st Dec. 1834w

g 12,548 Tracts, containing 123,932 pages,

4,566 H!!Id-,billl,
2,660 Books, - )
7,959 Christiad Almanacs. Making a total of

| S—

21,632 publicalions.

| BEas
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The Tracts have been distributed as follows-: o
37,500 pages taken out for half subscriptions,
1,500 given gratis,
10,320 distributed by Associations in the City,
74,612 sold.

~ Total, 123,932 ;

The increase in the issue of Tracts during the year just expired,
over that during the preceding year, is 18,546 pages, of which 10,320
were distributed through the City by members of Associations formed
for that purpose. The increase in the number of Books issued last
year was 1,135.

The total receipts by the Treasurer up to the 31st Dec. 1834, were,
£153 5 114, of which £118 5 11} was from sales at the Depository,
and £35 from subscriptions. The total of debts due to the Society
was £110 13 14. The liabilities of the Society, including £46 7
114, being the balance of a sum advanced two years ago by the kind.
ness of a Vice.President, amount to £196 15 83,—whilst the stock
at the Depository is valued at £106 13 64, and there was & balance -
in the Treasurer’s hands of £65 19 114.* :

It will be observed that there is a material diminutidn in the amount
of subscriptions for the last year. Whence this diminished support
to the Society has arisen, it is not for your Committee to attempt to
account; it rather belongs to them to urge the humbling fact upon
the consideration of Christians, in the hope that it will rouge_each
individual zealously to exert himself, and to interest others in the
cause, that the deficiency may be compensated during the ensuing
Year,

Notwithstanding however this seeming indication of declining inte.
rest in the operations of the Society,—and although, on reviewing the

- above statements, your Committee eannot but feel that what has been

done bears a very inadequate propertion to what remains to be done,

i ./} andto what might have been done, among the many souls that in this

flourishing country are “perishing for lack of knowledgs,”—there
* Bince the making up of the Treasarer's accoutts, the ‘prosseds of further

sales, added to this balance, mmmmya-—mnmcfﬂ

currency to the Lordon Socisty with a large order fof » farther supply.
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10 » REPORT.

are neverthel:ns not wanting considerations of a sufficiently encou.
raging nature to make them bless God for the measure of success
which has attended the Society since its formation, and for the pros-
pect of iis yet becoming the honored instrument of introducing the
knowledge of evangelical truth into many remote districts which are
beyond the means of other religious instruction, and of thus keeping
alive some sense of religion where otherwise it would perhaps alto-
gether expire. §

A hundred and tweaty.four thousand pages, each bearing some
“ testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus,” cannot, it is believed, be
dispersed from one end of the Province to the other without producing
some ‘‘ convictions of sin, aud of righteousness, and of judgment,”—
2,500 volumes, addressing themselves in so many varied tones of
persuasion, and warning, and example, to the souls of men, cannot all
fail of awakening a concern about *the one thing needful ;” and if
but one soul be saved through the instrumentality of this Society, its
formation will have caused * Joy in heaven, more than over ninety
and pine just persons that need no repentance.” .

It is also gncouraging to observe that many of the publications of
the Society are very generally sought for, and that a taste for such
works seems to be extending itself even among those who do not
support the Society by their subscriptions ; and it may reasonably be.
hoped that as the Society’s nature and objects become more widog"
koown, it will gradually conciliate to itself more general ‘supp'orti i

Had the Society the means of furnishing distant agents with small
stocks of Tacts and Books without looking for immediate r‘é-‘p@yme‘:l‘l't,
its operations might be indefinitely extended ; but as this would require
a very material' increase in its resources, such a plan cannot be
attempted at present. In the mpemtime it is hoped that individual
exertion, taking advantage of eyery favorable opportunity for dispos.-
ing, of the. Saciety’s publications, will continue in’ some degree to
supply the defeet of stated agencies. This has already been done
by some few. friends, and particularly by two, formerly. office.bearers
of the Society in this City, whose removal to Brockyille and Cobourg
has thus been the means of furthering the desigus of the: Society in
those neighborhoods.

A third pumber of the U. C. Christian Almanac, for the present
year, has been published by the Committee ;' and they have' the satis.
faction -of stating; that there is no reason to-doubt that its sale will

P ey e e R S i A SN
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at least cover its expenses, if it do not add something to the general
funds. “Your Committee is of opinion that if this work should only
repay the cost of its publication, it is desirable that the Bociety should
continue it; since the circulation of eight or nine thousand fracts of
this description, which perhaps invite the perusal of many who would
not look at a merely religious Tract, is no slight addition to the means
of effecting the Society’s objects. - The additional number of pages
of religious matter thus put into circulation, independently of the
“Daily Texts,” amounts to not less than 50,000,

Your Committee have again to record the liberality of the London
Religious Tract Society, evinced in a further donation of Traets ‘to
the value of £10 sterling, which accompanied the last shipment
ordered by this Society. e e

With regard to the proceedings of the London Bociety, your
Committee rejoice to have it in their power to state that it is still
advancing in its career of usefulness, gaining new friends, and sending
forth increasing numbers of its silent preachers, During the year
preceding its last anniversary, 146 new publications had been printed,
The total number of publications circulated was 14,339,107, Iuill.
an increase of 1,743,956 beyond the issues of the preceding year ;
making a total of religious publications sent forth by the Bociety since
its formation, amounting to nearly 197 mirrions, in'75 different lan.
guages. ‘These, by means of the Society’s agents, had found:their
way to China; to India, to Persia, to New South Wales, to Africs, to
the Continent of Europe, and the Mediterranean, to the West Indies,
and to British North America. - The total receipts of the Bociety for
the year had been £48,299, which was £8,298 above those of the
year previous. £42,197 of this was the’ produce of sales, being
£7,700 above the proceeds of the year before, ) vy

Thus it would appear that the friends of religion and truth are not
inattentive, in England, to the increasing demands for Christian actis
vity to sow the wheat, whilst the enemy is sa busily engaged in scat.
tering tares ; and the remark made by the. London Committee in their
Report twa years ago seems no less applicable at present, viz: ¢ That
although the Religious Tract Society, and kindred institutions, have
circulatad a large number of religious publications for many yesrs,
they seem only now to be commencing their\labors. ; In these times
many are boasting of the march of i
to direct its progress towards the Cross;

and though mere buman
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reason nfuy smile at the means employed to attain that object, yet let
us rejoice that God has shewn that he will bless them. It is still true
that he “has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise, and the weak things of the world to confound the things that
are mighty.’”
¢ In the neighboring States the American Tract Society is still vigo.
rously prosecuting its work. Its Committee, having last year suc.
ceeded in raising a sum of $20,000 for exclusive appropriation to
Tract operations in Foreign and Pagan lands, have resolved on the
attempt to raise $80,000 for a similar purpose this year. One great
incitement to which endeavor, they represent to have been the suc.
cess which had already attended the distribution of Tracts in the vast
Empire of China. The instrumentality of Tracts has indeed been
wonderfully manifested in the opening they have made in this hitherto
impregnable strong-hold of superstition and paganism. In the hands
of a British Missionary, Tracts first proved the weapon to overcome
an opposition to the entrance of Gospel light, which has been long
considered insurmountable ; and the zeal of American Christians has
since most strenuously joined in promoting the work among the mil.
lions of Chinese idolators. =

In France too a Tract Society, encouraged by the assistance of the
English and American Societies, is prosperin'g, having been instru.
mental in distributing at the rate of 900 Tracts a day among the peb.
ple.of that land of spiritual dark{:ess. The blessing of God seems
also to rest on the active exertions of Tract Societies in India, in
Germany, in Russia, and various parts of the world.

Such are the ineiting examples in Europe, Asia and America,—

* shall British America be left behind in the work ?

If there be found so much room for the profitable’ circulation: of
Tracts in the land of our fathers, where there are so many facilities
for the acquirement of religious knowledge, how much more here,
where, through many and many a mile of thinly settled country, it
may truly be said, from the scarcity of ordinances, that the *word of
God is/precious ” ' We profess to be followers of'that Master who
enjoined his disciples to approve their profession to the world by their
love to one another. Let us obey the injunction; and wherever we
see our brother have need of the bread of life, let us not shut up our
bowels of compassion towards him, but give freely what we have so
freely received.
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Dz. The Upper Canada Religious Tract and Book Society in account with Mr. James Nai&oa.qg._ “Ca.

1834. ;
Feb. 13, To cash paid Rev. W. Rintoul, for postage,
April 2, To Home Society, per bill, £25, Sterling,
a5 postage on do. iR e
Sep. 11, To Guardian Office, for printing Reports,
¢ 11, To Mr. Feighan, transport of Books, &o.
Oct. 31, To Guardian Office, for printing placards.|
Dec. 29, To Guardian Office, for printing 10,000
copies of Upper Canada Almanac, 1835,
¢ 31, To eleven month’s wages to the Depositor,
** 31, To sundry charges,..
¢ 31, To Depositor’s expences on Alman
1835. To Collectors’ R
Feb. 10, To Balanes,_........ ... .

1834. rd ‘£ 8. D
Feb. 13, By balance from last YR euuirirrnnrennnnna] 2716 4
¢ 13, By cash received in collection at the Anni.| o
VOrsary meeting,.................cccceuuessesi . 119 93
.%¢ 183, By cash rec’d. from St.. Andrew’s Church| .
. Sabbath School, for books, ...............| . 0" 9 0
April1l, By cash received from M. Corruthers, for| -
- Almanacs, .................. b sesinmiecd 018 O
May 25, By cash from Mr. Chep, Ancaster, fordo.] -0 5 6
Aug.19, By balance of Mr. Lesstie’s account, for| -
: - Almanacs, 1833, ... -9 1 33
Dec. 31, By cash from D positor, y
°1835. for sale of Tracts and Books, last year,| 105 15 43
Feb. 10, By cash, total amount of sabscriptions, ...| 43 10 7

B8 cmweleb
-

[l e e
VWO DO oCDORaND

oCoHnhe omowool

-3
Dveo

L : £ 18912 103
Feb. 11, 1835, By balance to next account, ......... £72 8 6

£| 189 12 103

N. B. After the closing of this account a Bill was remitted to the London Society, for £77 11 2, St’g.
with a large order for a fresh supply of publications. :

Audited and approved.

JOHN M. gﬂoﬂumcz.m Andiiors:




SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

Nauzs or Susscrisgrs ayp DoNors.

. A

Abbey, Jonathan—of Yonge.street,......
& Friend to the spread ‘of the Gospel (en.
. closed to R. Cathcart,)seoviecenrsans
Armstrong, James R.—Esquire,.........
R L e R
Atkinson, William...eeeceieisrannoenss

Fﬁend,......u....................

: . B.
Bidwell, M. 8.—Esquire, Speaker of the
. House of Assembly, ¢ evvovveveenens.
BAtY, JHIBO. doiceiiineeiioreenanass
‘, Mrs. ®eccscevevssssesensossesse
DOV FOliE o aiiiieiesieiniaee
lladjgro, John—to Treasurer,...£0 5 0
Dr. Baldwin; to CdOa iees 0 B O

Colberne, His Excellency Sir John-K.C.B.
Colbdrne, Lady voevveiensiinvosennias
Cathéart; Robert «vsceeeeecssraronnnse
@linkunbroomer, Chas. .:ccieeiiieceses
RTOD, Je M. A: v vocscoecioniccones
€rookshanks, Hon. G, ..cccevenveenasn
zarfrae, Thomas—Esquire,sseiiverns..
A" n'*", W'Hlm....‘...-......--....‘.
'beu, illilm Btoo-oc'u.o---ond-

Dund, Ho'q.‘J.H.—-V.'P. seeseisasnnnie
rammond, Colin soevieocecarsonsesis

w E. i

nw‘“, John-PEquiIl:‘G, 6ocecséocnssssnse

Freeland, Peter—Esquire;...v..evsesss
: G

Gapper, Mrs.—of Yol;ge-street,. boiiii k
: Mr.—of Yonge.street,, ¢.u o0

ordon, John E. ..ccoveviviniionnnees

B R A coiiiiinitisiciuins

Gamb , John W.—Esquire, V.P. .......
gm G&orgc—‘*—Esquire,.............
s
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0’Grady, ljoctor....:......‘......;....

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

Naxzs or Sumscrisgks axp Doxons.

; H.
Harris, Rev. Joseph—D.D. President,. ...
Hardy, John—of Oro, by Isaac Fell,.....
Hindman, Mrs, &eviioesesoninssoncons,
Hamilton, Alexander ......0ueuunns....
Horne, Doctor Bisuvivinninceniniinnic
Harris, Rev. James Shesianeissessennss
Hamilton, James—Treasurer, .o voee.....
Howard, J, 8.—Esquire,sese0c0.n......
Hepburn, Wm.—Secretary,............
Hamilton, Capt.—to the Treas’r. £0 10 0
Hamilton, Mrs.—to do.e.s.. 010 0

Ketchum, Jelse—Esq.uire, A o

King, Mr. shosbidoiansacnissonssnnssns

Keating, Michael «vu.ovvusrnnnnnnnn..
L

Lesslie, James Welesh claniiisncivivia
Lesslie, Joseph «cveuveensoinessnnss..
Lesslie, William ..e.cvvvvivnnnnnnnn.,
Lesslie, T T IR e R
Logger, B Re v ioiieinisoinnsannnns

Matthews, Rev. Charles—V.P., .........
Mosley, Johteeieeiesoneennsnssnnnsss
McMaster, William s secvvpnrensn,ny,..
Maxwell, J. E.~—~8Y. ¢0et0vennnnnanss
Mureass €0 il
L MOI, Séevborvssccsnssrencesences
Monrpe, Géorge—ESqr. soeeerennsonss.
McArthur, Peter eoceves covrnenvones.
McDonald, John «vivecosssrrnnsnnssn,
Mercer, Andrew ..:.... Crvesrns
Murchison, John M. .. Shbatis
McGlashen, Andrew «....e0o0vuvunen...
McCauley, Hon. J. B. +vivvivnuecennss

Merrifield, Rev. Wm. ivecvvnnrnnnnn... .

Mortimer, Mrs.—of Thornhill,..........

McLelland, Malcolm «suveesesennenonss ;

, P
Phillpotts, Capt.—V. P. ....coc0vune.s.

Phillips, Rev. DoCtor «sveesvveresesnnns
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.,

Naxxs or Sussoriszrs axp Doxors.

8l

Subseriptions.

Lo

*Barsons, Mrs.—of Thornhill, ceeeeesree
Srice, James H.—Esquire, s+ sveveevss..
“Parsons, Timothy «s«ceeiivneneceeinnns
Paterson, P.—sen’r., Esq. «..c.c0vennses
By DIWEN .. . i
Powell, Mrs. John «veeveivenscnnncsnes

Rowan, Lieut. Colone-l
Richardson, Mrs. R. «c.ivevereneneeens

* Radenhurst, J.—Esquire, «.ecveveennss.

L

Rintoul, Rev. Willinm «.vu.0vevevsonass
Ridout, Samuel—Esquire, . ¢ ecov0eeen.
e s Rkt
Ross, William «oeevvevevrienscenceses
Ridout, John—Esquire,....0ovveeenss..
Rogers, Joseph—Esqr. «cooveeveniieanns

ODN ssocencsscosssnssnssvsssss
Ryer’son, | R G R R

do. to the Treasurer, £0 5 0
Richa_.rduon, Rev. Jas.—for two years,..%.

8mall, C. C~Esq., V.P. vvvvuvniinees b

Spencer, William « o s cevevisnviencnnens
Short, TJSé.E...
Spragge, J. G.—Esq. ccvvvieienrnseens
Still;.b‘;, i{r. R R e
Sl MM L e i
Stewart, Rev. Alex. «.....vo.0uvin
Pl Bl i
Tolfree, Joseph «oeiveorerarrnnennnens
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