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PROCEEDINGS,

-

—

'('The Bixth Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory . .

- -of Canada of the United Religious, and 'Military Ordérs of = |
‘the Temple, and of St, John of Jerusalém, Palestine, Rhodes,” -
and Malts, was held in the Masonio Hall, in the city of -
Hamilton, on Tuesday, the 12th July; 1881, A, M., 5885, .
A. 0.768. : Rt g

’

. 'PRESENT.

. M. B. 8ir. Kt. W. J. MacLzop Moosx, Grand Cross of the Temple; |
i Great Prior of the Dominion of Canada e A
On the Throne, ; M

~ RE:Sir Knight 3, A-Hordlarson, . 0, Great Sub-Prior.”
el S N ! i
s, . Broviucixl riors,

R. Em. 8ir Kniglit } D. Burleigh Buroh, ... +:Ontario (West), '

R

. oo

¢ R, « “

: Grent Otticers,
B. Em. 8ir Knight | Rev, Vincent Clementi,B.A., Grand Chaplain.
R« i i

t
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V. E. 8ir Kt. { Jamies B, Nixon
u o tThos.C.anabb,Ohathnm,as "

E.
E.*
E
E

R.
R.
R.
R.
R.
R.
V.

E.
E.

M.E. 8ir Kt, } W. J. B. MoL. Moore,

R.E.
R.E.
R.E.

' R.E.

R.E.
R.E. '
R.E.
R.E.,

E. 8ir Kt. } Hugh A. Mackay,

AT

“

“

NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

.« Oftticers,

$ W. D. Gordon) Kingston,

} Thoxdas Sargant Toronto . . ag
} H. A. Baxter, London . .....as
™. G. Adam, Montreal .....as :
{ W. Ohatfiald, 8. Catharinés;as

} T. Coyle, Brockville as
{ W. C. Morrison, Toronto.. .ag
{ H. A. Grannis, St. Thomas, as
+

W. T. Bray, Wingham, ++:+.88Gt. Prior's Banner Bearer-

"

4 Toronto. . a8 Grand Vice Chancellor.

Sub-Marshal.

* Asst, Sub-Marshal. = -

Almoner.

Assistant Almoner.
First Herald,
Becond Herald.
Warden of ﬂngdin...
1st Btandard Bearer
2d Standard Bearer

t R. Rateliffe, Goderich. vee. .88 Gr'dFirstAidc-da-Camp..

t 8. Martel Davies, Ottawa, as «
} John Kennedy, Hamilton,, .as «
{ Isaac F. Toms, Goderich, . .as L
t John B. Bishop, Hamilton, ag ¢
+E.H.D. Hall) Peterboro’., .as
+W. W. Summers, Hamilton.,, - «

2ugt Goand Offiery,

} James Seymeur "
} Henry Robertson,. ., .,
} Geo. H. F. Dartnell....
1 John Moore, ,
{'W. C. Morrison ... .,
"} James B. Nixon
{ L. P. Wilson, ... o
+ H. A, Baxter......., i

1st Cap. of Guards.
2nd Oap. of Guards..
Sword Bearer.
Organist,
Pursuivant.

Guard.

Past Grand Provineial Prior.

Provinoial Prior.
Provincial Prior.
Provineial Prior,
Registrar,
Marshal,
Vice Chancellor,
First Captain,
Sword Bearer.

A

Last Gminent ‘g’rmptw. :

} J. A. Henderson,
}{ James Seymour,

} Donald Ross,

{ Henry Robertson,
{ Isanc H. Stearns, R.E.
1 D. Burleigh Burch, R.E.
1 Rev.VinoentClementi, V.E
} Charles Magill, V.E.
{ L. H, Henderson,

RE, . «
R.E.
R.E.
R.E.

R.E. Sir Kt 1 H. A, Mackay,

{ G. H. F. Dartnell,
{ Daniel Spry,

{ Wm., C. Morrison, -
1 David McLellan,

{ John Moore,

{ Thos. C. Macnabb..
{ W. D. Gordon,

{ John Nettleton,

1 1. P, Wilson,




SIXTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, HAMILTON, 1881. 58

V.E. Bir Kt. { H. A? Baxter, V.E.BirKt. t W. Chatfleld,
V.E. “ {JamesB, Nixon, VE. “« tAG. Smyth,
V.E. ¢« }RiochdJ, Hovenden, E. 4 {IssacPF. Toms,
V.E. . tJohn Kennedy, V.E. ¢« 1 Robert McKay.

The Bir Knights having arranged themselves under their
respective banners, and formed the Areh of Bteel, the Great
Prior, preceded by the National Great Officers and Officers,
entered in procession under the direction of the Grand
Marshal. The Great Prior, having taken hig seat upon the
Throne, opened the National Great Priory in Bmpte Lorm
at 10 8. m.

" The Grand Chancellor oslled" the mustf roll, and the
‘Committee of Credentials reported from the Attendance
Register that the following officers and ‘Representatives of
duly warranted Preceptories ‘were present, and entitled to

~ seats in the Great Priory:—

-
No. 1. HUGH DE PAYENS, KINGSTON, ONTARIO.

V. E. 8ir Enight { W. D, Gordon......... “«...Past Em, Preceptor.
M.E‘ 4 { W. J. B. McLeod Moore '+ Em. Preceptor.
1 James A, Hendorson .\.. ... bk 88
{ Donald Ross \

No. 2. : OEOFFREY DR 8T, ALDEMAR, ionono. ONTARIO.
V. E. 8ir Knight } Richard J, Hovenden.......Em, Preceptor.
V.E.

h

" } James B, Nixon...., ¢+4+0..Past Em. Preceptor.

«
No: 8, GEOFFREY DE BOUILLON, HAMNLTON, ONTARIO,

E. Sir Knight + James B, Bishop
1 t John Henry Stone ..
i fA.G.Jhmes...’........,. < ;
-E. 8ir Knight {- W, J. B. Macleod Moore...,Past B, Preceptor.
B, « } David McLellan............. " s
} Oharles Magill
{ William C. Morrison,
{ Hugh A, Mackay. ,
} John Kennedy. ...,
t Allan McLean
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M0 4.—RICHARD CEUB DE LION, LONDON, ONTARIO,

V. E. 8ir Knight { H. A. Baxter...... ++evsse .. Eminent Preceptor.
# t John B, Smyth...............Marshal,

RE « { D. Burleigh Burch Past Em Prmytor.

R.E ¢« } Albert D, Smyth.,........... : i)

{ L
NO 5.—NoVA 8COTIA, HALIFAX, NOVA BCOTIA.

No Representative.

7
NO. 6.—KING BALDWIN, BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO,
R. E. 8ir Enight { L. H. Henderson .Past Em. Preceptor..

wo. 7.——RICIABD CEUR DR LION, MONTREAL, QUEBAC.

R. E. Bir Knight t Isaac H. Stearns............Provincial Prior.
E =« fAG. Adams. . ..........x.. .Eminent Preceptor..

% -
No. 8.—PmTABANI'I', 8T. CATHARINES, ONTARIO,

R E thnghtzJamesqumonr.... ++sess. . Eminent Preceptor,
# { L P, Wilson.......ovenen.. +Past Em, Preooptor.
V.E. i $ W. Chatfleld.... ..c.uueees
(

NO, 9.—SUSSEX, BTANSTEAD, QUEBEO.
R. E. 8ir Knight { Isaac H. Stearns. ......... +«Proxy,

¥o, 10.—RURBONTARIO, co‘umowoon, ONTARIO.

R. E. 8ir Knight } Henry Robertson, . v Past Em Pn-eptor.
YR n ! John Nettleton

No. ll.—vmon DE MOLAL, 8T. JOHN, NEW DRUNSWICK.

. R. E. Bir Knight { Daniel Bpry.ohisi i +...Proxy

NO. 12.—youxt cu,vuu', BARRIE, ONTARIO.
R. E. 8irKnight { Daniel 8pry. ++++ 0. Past Em, Preceptor..

%0. 18,—xo0RE, PETERBORO’, ONTARIO.

V. E.SirEnight { E. H, D, Hall .. +++ seneanes . Eminent Preceptor.
RE « { Rev. Vincent Clementi, B.A., Past Em. Preceptor..
RE. « + Henry Robewson', ... ......., eI

¥o. 14.—mAnINGTON, TRENTON.
Warrant surrendered.
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NO, 15.—pT. JORN THE ALMONER, WHITBY, ONTARIO.
R. E, 8ir Enight } G. H. F, Dartnell «+Past E. Preceptor.

NO. 16.—GONDEMAR, MAITLAND, ONTARIO.
E. Bir Knight § Turner Coyle................Em, Preceptor.
L) t 8. Martel Davies Constable. i
3 W. J. B. Macleod Moore. ... Past E. Preceptor.
$ John Moore. ., a8 €

NO. 17.—O0DE DE 8T. AMAXD, TORONTO, ONTARIO.
R. E. 8ir Enight $ David McLellan. ........ v. .. Past E. Preceptor.
RE ¢ + W. Christopher Morrison.... L ;
R.E s $ James Bower Nixon

X0, 18.—PALESTINE, PORT HOPE, ONTARIO.
R. E. Bir Knight  Daniel 8pry................ Proxy.

NO. 19.—BT. BERNARD DE cmmr%x. DUNNVILLE, ONTARIO,

Not Represented. v

NO. 20.—KENT, CHATHAM, ONTARIO.
V. E. Bir Knight { Thomas C. Macnabb.........E. Preceptor.

No, 21.—BURLEIGH, BT, THOMAS, ONTARIO.
E. Sir Knight { H. A, Grannis....;.....) v B, Preooptor
V.E, t Robert Mackay Past Em. Preceptor.
RE & ' + D. Burleigh Burch, a0 8

NO, 22.—HURON, GODERICH, ONTARIO.
V. E, Bir Knight } Isaac F. Toms Past E. Preoapf,or
' g4 1 W.T. Bray‘ ++++.Constable.
o t R. Ratoliffe

NO, 23,—RAY, PRINCE ARTHUR'S LANDING, ONTARIO.

R. E. Bir Knight { Daniel 8pry..... Past E. Preceptor,
Vol n { James Bower Nixon 4 A

‘ NO. 24,—ALBERT EDWARD, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,

. Not Represented.

’ No. 25. ~—WILLIAM DE LA MORE, THE MARTYR, QUEBEC.
sn- Kbidht Thomu Grifiith Constable.

Signed, A. G. ADAMS, }commxm.on
J. B. BISHOP, | Credentials,

b




61 NQ\X‘IONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

Moved by E. Sir Knight tA. G %dams, saconded by E.
- Bir Knight  J. B, Bishop, and ° :

Resolved,—That the report of the Committee on Credentials
be received and adopted.

The Most Eminent the Great Prior granted permission to

mit all Knights Templar in good standing during the
Assembly of Great Priory, as visitors,

. The Grand Chancellor read the rules and regulations for
the government- of Great Priory during business.

The Grand Chancellor commenced ieading the Recorded

Minutes of the Proceedings . of the last Annual Assembly,
when it was

Moved by R. Eminent Bir Knight { Rev. Vincent Cle-

and

Resolved,—That the Minutes of the Proceedings of Great
Priory, at its fifth Annual Assembly, held in ‘the City of
Guelph, on the 18th day of July, 1880, having been printed,
and copies thereof forwarded to each Preceptory and Fratre

entitled to receive them, the same may be considered ag read,
and be now confirmed,

The Grand Chancellor read letters from the following -
members of Great Priory, nawely :—R, Eminent Sir Ktg.
1 8. B. Harman, and 1 T. Douglas Harington, Past Great
Sub-Priors; t ¢, D, Macdonald, Provineial Prior, Ontario
Centre; { Robert Marshall, Provineial Prior, New Brunswiok;
1 Benjamin Curren, Provincial Prior, Nova Bcotia; and D,
R. Munro, Past Grand Constable; expressing regret that

unavoidable ciroumstances Prevented their attendance at the
Annual Assembly,

The most Eminep the Greup Prior then read the fol-
lowing

menti, seconded by R. Eminent Sir Knight § Jas. Seymour,
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" ADbRESS:

Fratres of the National Great Priory of Canada,—

By the meroy of Divine Providence we are again permitted to meet
in annual conclave on this the sixth (6th) agniversary of our Templar
Nationality, and twenty-seventh (27th) of the introduction by me of
the Order from England into Canada. . I may now congratulate you
that your long-cherished wish for’ “ Home Rule” has become fully
realized, * Convent General a8 & representative body having for all
practical purposes ceased to oxist ; at the same time it is inipossible
not Fo regret that the admirable scheme of & “Convent General,” to
organize & Templar Order worthy of the name, did not meet with

that the time and labor
quld have been alfnogt
will never probably again
present itself, i

Our connection with England, which it was hoped since the memo. .
rial sent to “Grand Conclave” in 1873, would at least have been *
maintained in theory, at all events, appears to be well-nigh gt an end,
:and Bir Patrick Colquhoun's efforts to establish a United Orde,
in ‘the three Kingdoms seems to Possess as little reality, This,
however, is no fault of ours, ‘“Convent General” mos having agsem.
bled once a year, as required by the Btatutes, has ‘Yipso facto” dig-
‘solved ' itself, thus

always independent,
having the tull powers of a Federal body, subject only'to the com. -
+ bined action that bound the whole Union, ;

It now appears questionable Whether a “ Convent General should

over have been formed, even with the prestige of H. R, H. the Prince
of Wales, It was composed of too conflicti g el ts, and matt
Wwere not ripe for the radical changes contemplated by the new
Btatutes. The idea of one cosmopolitan Order as of old, with a
Supreme Grand Master, was a grand ption of the origina 5 Bir’
Patrick Colquhoun, but the ma We
“0an now look back more calmly i than Perhaps we
could at the time, to his ennobli rder, and we may
‘well add our sympathy for what to him must have been a great dis-
‘“appointment. 3

The secession of Bcotland at an early period of the negotiations,
rendered it doubtful whether the .ugion of the English’ and Irish
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Branches, with ‘the subsequent adhesion of Canada, should have béén
oarried out.

It was manifest that our Brethren in the United States, for politi-
cal reasons, would not acknowledge the supremacy of the Prince of
Wales, and their totally different system of Templary would have pre-
vented any amalgamation. The final collapse of the Union was the
result of the infelicitous step of calling the special and last meeting
of * Convent General” on the 8th Dec., 1876, when with the surren-
der then made, by its undoubted illegal proceedings, (which called
forth our protest), and the opposition shown to the Irish members,
broke the frail thread that kept it together. :

A

Any one acquainted with the discussion that took place at the
time, must admire the remarkably discreet and correct Masonic feel-
ing of the Irish mémbers throughout, during the determined opposi-
tion shown against their views. ' From these circumstances, it can-
not but be admitted that the disruption of “Convent General” is
mainly owing to the prejudices of a section of the English mem?
bers; and, perhaps, not improbably, to some oconflioting interests,
associated with the more popular and exclusive high grade system in
England. ’

Apart from all other considerations, * Convent General” has
achieved one great object by promulgating a gorrect knowledge of the
Order, and introducing 8 strict historical rendering of the Ritual, from
which nearly all objectionable features have been expunged. We are
principally indebted for this to the untiring zeal and exertions of one
of the Irish members of the Ritual Commission, The eminent Bro,
! Richard Barker de Burgh,” Grand: Cross of the Temple, and Past
Grand Changellor of the Great Priory of Ireland, who had been from
the commencement of the negotiations for the consolidation of the
Order, appointed representativd of the Irish section of the Com-
mittee, with full power to act for them, and make arrangements with
that of England, to whom he submitted a draft ritual, which, being
subsequently amended in some parts, was adopted, and the report
drawn up and signed by the Committee, whose names are a sufficient
guarantee of its being well and thoroughly considered by men of
judgment and education.

-

REORGANIZATION OF ** CONVENT GENERAL,”

Isee no reason why ‘‘Convent General” cannot be revived as &
' separate and distinot body, at any time, with amended regulations,

more suitable to the originalstatus and character of the Order; stilt |
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ald have been to be exclusively forméd from the Masonic fraternity, but in no way
to interfere with the government of the National Great Priories, none -
es, for politi- of whose members could clgim as a Riear the privilege of belonging :
‘he' Princa of to it. Affiliation, by confgtring the honorary distinctions of Com.-
uld have pre- manders and Grand C; 8, resting: solely with the Grand Master,
nion was the thus placing the Order o; Something of the same footing as that in
last meeting “Sweden,” and making it ‘a ting link between F! nry
' the Aurfin: and the State Orders of the realm, By this means its ancient
which callad chivalric and autocratic character would be preserved without inter-
h members, fering withsits smopolitan and independent position in ection .
¢ with Freemasonry, which does not admit of the restrictions neces-
sary in the social requirements of civil life
Place .at ihy The failure of  Convent General” may in some measure have-
&.immo f“!' arisen from this ciroumst a8 a similar attempt to unite the
int oppow: chivalric and Masonic elements of Templary had been made some
Dogs, 1k ong Years prior to that of Sir Patrick Colquhoun, by the late distinguished
Ge_ne < H Brother Major-General Chatterton, of Cork, Ireland, which com-
glish mefty pletely failed,"
g interests,
e system in VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS AND STATUTES.
¢ The general regulations of the Order and oar Btatutes clearly lay
% down precise rules for the guidance of members, to which unqualified -
neral” has obedience is required. You best know how they have hitherto been
::f:loirzl: observed. If I might judge from personal observation, particularly

in the matter of equipment, no rule seems to be adherod to but that

:1 W: - which pleases the fancy, or suits the convenience of members; all this:
are : l;’r? may be looked upon as trivial and of small importance, but is never.
m“::; Paa; theless a direct deviation from our rules, and should not be. If it
;,been Seoia was only for the sake of uniformity and consistency, or even as a
tion of the matter of courtesy when attending the annual assemblies of the
.l Coni Great Priory, while it it is anything but complimentary to the presid- .
ﬁ:ents with ing officer to appear without the prescribed costume, or to dispensa
‘hich, being with the usual formalities and etiquette that would not be tolerated
.l

the report *At the same time it appoars feasible to form & “Convent General”-
& sufficient into a legitimate branch of the Order, with a Knightly descent that could -
b ] not be gainsayed. The Order of * st,” being a {enmne branch of the
y men of Old Templar Order, (in faoct, may be considered the only one that has
nurvived}]and 18 now an order of the State in Portugal, if H. R. H. the

Prince of Wales (or any of the nobles connected with our Order to repre-

t him), was to express a wish to recelve The Order of * Christ,” no.

sent hi;
doubt the Portugnese Sovereign would :be willing to gratify him. Once
itted, it would insure an undugu{ad ld:mnt from the originators of
nt rule

: the Order,  According to the ancl of Knighthood, on
wvived as & 1d create or dub ther; and H. R, H., or his
i 00d of the Temple and b p in the
egulations, Orde h ,and they in turn again trapsmit it to others,.
)rder ; stilk nder certain défined restriotions, This may look visionary, but like

Tmany visions, s practicable.
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in the other Masonic Grand Bodies of the Dominion, Although our
independent position permits us as a Body to make such ohanges in
the regulations as may be deemed advisable for the good and pros-
perity of the Order, it does not follow that individual members, or
+even the greater majority, can the responsibility of er sing
any of the * General Statutes,” or ch ging the feat and ch
teristics, or landmarks of the Order, as enacted by old prescription in
the British Dominions. Such innovations would be a violation of the
promises made and vows voluntarily taken, wher you accepted the
patent of H.R. H. the Prince of Wales to establish this National
Great Priory, and my ingtallation as Great Prior to represent him,
and be but a mere mockery of all law and order, if Fratres were at
liberty to change the Constitution and do just as they like.

I read lately in dome periodical that it was a curious fact in Physo-
cology, the facility with which men took oaths they had not the
remotest intention of keeping, recording some instances of obgo-
lete customs requiring the sanctity of an oath, administered as a
mere form,”T really cannot help faying, we might add to the num-
ber many of the clauses in our Masonic O. B.+ which are soon lost
sight of, and considered of so little consequence that it is quite un-
nedessary'to bestow a thought upon them aftewards, otherwise, how
is it stringent rulesﬂasaented to are 80 often unheeded? Fratres of
the Temple, it will be well for us all to remember the Monitor of the

“Order, in our beautiful Ritual, with the caution never to give cause
b0 fear its warnings, as the periodical memento of broken vows.

UNIFORM, MILITARY DRILL AND PROCESSIONS.

When asked last year by & leading member of & Preceptory in To-
ronto, if I would sanction military drilling and parades by Precep-
tories, I could scarcely believe the question to be seriously intended,
such practices being quite foreign to the meaning and intention of the
Templar system under whioh we are organized. It was argued that
a8 the custom prevailed with the United States Templars, the gen-
eral wish of the Order in Ontario was in favor of it. I can only repeat
(what has been 50 often already explained) in the words of leading
Templars of the United Btates,  That they can scarcely be called

tIn *Mackay's Masonic Lexicon,” 542, he says:—“The Masonic
obligation is that moral one which, although it cannot be enforced by the
~Courts of Law, 18 bf g on the party who makes it in conscience and
18 very explicit; it does not leave

nic obligation can be ided or overlooked,
ney or tempora ce. Having been’
h a full knowledge of the meaning, it must in

strictly observed.
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the same order ;" Unlike the American system in origin, in religions.
pre-requisites, in costume, lature and . identity.” Such being
the case, it is almost impossibl to amalg te the two systems, or
even adopt & partial imitation, without destroying the distinctive
organization of both. Our neighb ing Breth indulge in moge
outward display and pageantry than ever was popular with us, and
what with them is looked upon as a leading feature and matter of
oourse in their institutions, would in the British Dominions, from the
social system differing so widely, draw forth the ridicule of the public

at large.

There can be no possible objection to any Bociety amusing them-
selves, if it suits their fancy, by adopting a military uniform and
ystem of drill; therefore, if P ptories who may wish in thig.
manner to represent the military character of the old Templar Order,
decide upon such a Qoourse, they are, of course, at h:berby to do so.

Some enthusiastic Templars, who must fancy themselves: at least
“Jacques de Molais,” say, that as ** Soldiers of the Cross,” our duty
is as much in the battle-fild as the taary. The questi is,
what battle-field? The days when the Order and that of 8t. John of
Jerusalem were called upon to fight against the Infidel hordes, has
passed away forever.

Our Templary is not a military body in the literal acceptation of
the term; it merely borrows the name from the Ancient Chivalrio
Order of the Crusades, whose principles and rules we should endeavor
to imitate,* engaging in a spiritual warfare for the Pprotection and pro-
pagation of the dootrines of the Christian religion, which it is not
reasonable to suppose could be accomplished if we reverted to its
original military character, As a purely Christian Soci ty, attached
to Freemasonry, military evolutions and public shows to represent
the Ancient Order, seem to me quite out of place, of no benefit, and
questionable both in policy and utility.

Iam sure our Great Sub-Prior, the Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, will agree with me that such practices, and large
public gatherings of Masons, latterly so much in vogue, are not suit-
able, according to our ideas, for the %isonio Body of Canada in any

*A recent writer thus alludes to the\nclent r:ful&tlons of ihe Old
T

Templar Order : ** Whether within the walls of ‘thelr Preceptories, or i,
their journeys, or en; d in war, the Rules for the observance of the
Fraternity were excellent. The plars were to be e nmgleu of wisdom,
and to be fruitful { 8guod and work. Trut honor,

fear, charity, sobri y and hnutlty-—t.qese were to be the xu‘fdln;
principles of' their lives and actions.” \
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of its branches. May Masonry with us ever be the centre of union
between good men and true, and never deg te into 1
show and parade, which the desire to exhibit the glitter of the para-
phernalia of the degrees, aud a semi-military uniform has led some
inconsiderate Brothren to wish should be adopted, and become the
great attraction of our Templar Order, ¢

{

THE UNITED STATES AND C.\NA‘DIAS TEMPLARY,

The occasional sarcastic remarks indulged in by some writers in
the Foreign Correspondence, of the Grand Commanderies of the United
Btates, on our customs and usages, display so little knowledge of
social life in Europe and the United Kingdoms, together with the
-Republican dislike to hereditary rank and titles, as well as the morbid
antipathy towards Royalty, seems to quite warp their better nature
and judgment, leading them into most erroneous deductions, only
caleulated to provoke & smile, and which had better be passed over in
silence.

What our recognition of but one Grand Master for the whole Order
+(as of old), in the person of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, has to do
with the complete independence of the National Great Priory of

* Canada is difficult to understand. The Supreme Grand Master does
not intefere with the Representative Government of the National
‘Great Priories in any particular, but has it exolusively in his power
to confer honors which members might be proud of possessing ; and
in his exalted station of life, his acceptation of the office adds mate-
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rially to the status and dignity of the Order, at once ping its
+character by plucing it amongst the recognized honored societies of
‘the Empire. L : ;
It certainly appears to us strangely iuconsistent that our American
Brethren, who pride themselves on their levelling principles and
democratic constitutions, should assume a title of English arist ti
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civil life, by addressing each other as “ Sir,” prefixed to their names,
frequently making the great mistake of leaving out the Baptismal
name altogether, as the title of * 8ir” can only properly be applied in
© conjunction with both Christian and Surname. Whatever ideas they
may entertain about our independent positi t in the least affect
us, a totally different organization, This is fully admitted: in their
Foreign Correspondence,* which also: distinotly shows the Templary

*The Eminent Brother Theodore T. Gurne! . of Chicago, Ill., worthil;
"known to Masonic literature in the United S tes, in his last yon"

vreport to Grand Commandry :—* It is not sup) that we remow‘li
resemble anything either in'equipments or rituals, except the fancies
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of the United States to be a modern, fanciful, militarv degree 6't
Masonry that does not represent, either in ritual, doctrine, or its
acknowledged attributes, the old Chivalric Templar Order which we
profess to do, knowing it to be historically a fact. When * Convent
General,” on its organization, recognized the American Templar sys.
tem as being the same Order as that of .the British Dominions, and
the Arch Chancellor, Sir Patrick Colquhonn, recommended the
“Grand Cross” being conferred on their Grand Master, he did and<t
did more injury he- Order in Oanada than anything else ooulx/
have done, by putting it into the power of the admirers of the Ameri-
can system, to_give trouble. The mistake arose from ignorance at
the time, of fhe dissimilarity existing between the two system. It
has been asserted that I hold extreme views as to the doctrines of the
Order. I may ask in what way? I merely endeavor to prove that
the Templar Order we represent, from its iﬁception, has been always
Orthodox in Christianity; and in showing how totally different the
system of the United States is from ours, I must not be misunder-
stood as wishing to throw any obstacles in the way of our fi-aternizing.,
Buch is not the case. At my suggestion to Great Priory—we can
relegate the Holy Trinity test, with Foreign Jurisdictions. As Tem-
plary is not Religion, it really, as a matter of principle, does not
interfere with our friendly intercourse,

THE CONNECTION OF TEMPLARY WITH FREEMASONRY,

It is refreshing to be able to turn to and note the outspoken and
carefully-studied researches on Templary as connected with Free-

nored societies of

1at our American
g principles an
nglish aristocrati

Y, in the report of last year’s correspondence of the Grand
Commandery of Ohjo by the chairman of the committee, the Eminent
Bro. Thos; E. Carson, of Cincinnati, a Past Gradd Commander, which
should be carefully perused by every M&son,)and are worthy the
marked attention of the whole Templar bo‘dy{ ‘Here, I cannot help
digressing, to contrast and admire, the advanthge our United States

d to their names,
t the Baptismal

brethren have over us, and that is, the thoroq.gh didcipline insisted
upon in their well-organized system., They, do manage to work-up an

erly be applied in
atever ideas they
in the least affect
dmitted in their
ws the Templary

I1L, worthil
10 s Tast yontk
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ity of zeal, energy and interest, Their reports, annual addresses,

men who introduced our system. We have followed these up with some
changes, and only those that were likely to popularise the institution,
and ihake its externals attractive to the young. Itis true that we wear
pon our banners, but permit it
Parker, and Renon, as occasi
demands. This {s not Tem| lnrf. If we insist upon bei;
Christian Knlill:thnod. we should be consistent and not elfminate every
Semblance of the Order from both e nlmenh and rituals. We wonld
advige our Dominion Fratres not, to bein haste for uhmfe. Our system
8 very attractive, but it t bear 1 too closely. We claim to
be Knights of the Temple, but it is only a claim; neither equipmenu
nor rituale glving us any apology to insist upon such distinction,”

a section of
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snd 80 on, whntevo:: in our eyes their faults and intrinsio value may
be, diplay an amount of thity which in itself is pleasing and satis-.
fastory, and puts to shame.the sleepy condition of the government of
the Order in the * United Kingdom,” with the mill-stone round its.
neck, in the form of so.many prejudiced and consequently obstinate
and self-opinionated members, who resent anything approaching to:
improvement, which. they term innovations, never looking beyond the
Ppresent time, or giving a thought to the fact that prior tothe so-called
revival of 1717, Freemasonry, as derived from the Christianized
Guilds, had been & society of the most Orthodox Ohristianity, patron.
ized by the Church, whatever may have been its oriental, mystic
origin and cosmopolitan religious doctrines,

INTRODPOTION OF TEMPLARY INTO FREEMASONRY.

Our talented Brother Carson extracts from twenty-one of the old
Constitutions of Fr Y, their dates extending over more than
two hundred and thirty years, down to 1728, which contain unequivo-
oal proof of & belief in the Holy Trinity as a part of the Christian
creed of the old Craft. On the 29th September, 1721, the Grand
Lodge of England authorized Bro. the Rev. James Anderson, M. A,
to revise and complete the history and regulations of the existing old
Constitutions, F! y having fallen into such decay it was com-.
paratively easy to make radical changes in its organization. It would
appear that Bro. Anderson, in fulfilling the duty confided to him,
went beyond his authority and made new charges quite unknown be:
fore, re-organizing the institution, which after some amendments,
was formally approved and adopted in 1728, and became known as the
New Constitutions, This subsequently gave rise to much dissatisfac-
tion amongat some of the Brethren, the principal cause appearing to
be that the rigidly Christian character of the Fraternity had been
abandoned, and a Unitarian élement introduced.* ' Consequently,
those members who were ckurchmen, -wishing to preserve its early
Christian features, without sovering themselves from the Craft, form-
ed societies secretly attached to the Lodges in which the ceremonies:
of the obsolete Order of the Knights Templar was conferred 1 on all

* *It 18 well known that several of the earlier and most prominent Ma-
Hons were men of learning and prone to push forward abstract theories
a8 well as to mix themselves up in matters philosophical. It is easy to
8uppose that in such minds the dogmas of the Church ‘would
ful, 'Their imitators in the presen day of the heterodox d%ctrmeu of the
Unitarian school, it is gratifying to know, are in a very
noisy] minority.” i

t In Burnes's sketch of the history of the Knl{hta' Templars, page
published in MIH, 1837, Edinburgh, he states—“T have the gésurance o
well informed Masons that thirty or forty years ago they knew old Ma-

sons who had been members of it [the Templar degree] for sixty years.,”

be distaste-
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Masons desirous of'receiving ity thus preserving that belief amongst
them, which had been previously taught in all the old Craft Lodges,
#0 fully expressed in the pening sent of the old O )
viz.:—* The might of the Father in Heaven, with the Wisdom of His
glorious Bon, and goodness of the Holy Spirit, three Persons in one
Godhesd.” '

Such, then, is the conclusion arrived at, drawn from historical facts,
rejecting entirely the popular belief 6f the origin of Templar Masonry
with the Chevalier Ramsay, the talented author of *Cyrug,»

PRy Ty

This view by Bro. Carson, of its introduction into Masonry appears
to be tlie most reasonable theory yet advanced, showing why the Tem.
plar Order was added to universal Freemuoqry (which otherwise ap-
Ppears an anamoly), and has much to recommend it to the candid Ma-
sonio student, unless, indeed, he is one of those iconoolastic Bpirits,

**who would snatch away the bread of imagination and not even sub-
stitute a stone.” : i

The establisk t of the Templur Order in the Masonic Body at
the time suggested, does not necessarily mean that it was absolutely
invented at that period for a specific purpose, and had no connection
with the old Chivalric Body. Ou the contrary, it convinces me inore
strongly than ever that there was some legendary connection at that
time, which these Trinitarian Masons knew of and adapted for their
OWn purposes.

The present. British Templar Order professes +o be in & modified
form a perpetuation of the Axncient Chivalry of the Crusades, which
the Craft had always claimed affinity to, unknown to the world at
large. This may have arfsen during their early intercourse, from a
similarity of ideas’ on ‘metaphysion.l questions, and the more enlight.
ened religious opinions, entertained in common by the experienced
leadérs and learned clerks or ecolesiastical Brothren of the Templars,
and the scientific rulers of the Becret Architecttral Bocieties, —the
spirit of the Rules and Regulations of the Military Order closely re.
sembling that which'pervades the Masonic system. From whatever

The late Bro. Alex. Deuchar, who was Grand Master of the ﬁeom-h Tem-
lars in the first decade of the bresent century, asserted that he could
'4';.‘@ back the Templar de

by means of living members to the ‘year
43.” 'We know by the records of 8t. Andrews' Royal Arch (8] T
of Bostgg, United Ktewl,nlln 1760, that the Templar Ordor was oonm,':r.o%‘l.n
in it as an honorary degree, Introduced by C 8 attached to Brit-
ish regiments quarte; ere before: the declar of in A
Who had brought it from England, having reoelvgl,m,order m older
Masons who were also Te ars, and fh%ﬁ'om othes before them, until
Ouna e oo Tone dems mayiached lo the Craf | e provens M
ER. has been long supe; e '] Present Ma-
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‘cause, Templary now completes a perfect system of Speculative Free
Masonry, teaching in the “Craft” and * Royal Arch” the universal
doctrine of the Fatherhood of the Most High, and common Brother-
hood of the children of the dust, without reference to religious gects
or creeds, whilst the ‘“United Orders of the Temple and Malta” assure
the Chrigtian Mason, the completion of his Masonic career by publicly
proclaiming his belief in that faith, comprised in the Apostles’ creed
which formerly constituted the basis of the Masonic character.

THE ORDER OF MALTA.

The organization and rules of the Hospitalers of St, John of Jern-

salem (Malta) were similar to those of the Templars, but as they ex-
| isted long after the Templar Order was suppressed a number of addi-
tional rules were added. i

.~ The modern Templar system, as nected with Fr 'y in
; Great Britain and Ireland during the last century, being the combined
“Orders of the Temple and Malta,” it appears to me strictly correct to'
continue this system, by attaching a * C dery” or ¢ Priory” of
Malta to the Templar Preceptories, to te the absorption

of & portion of the deposed Templars (after the suppression), with the
Order of 8t. John. Our revised Ritual of Malta is merely intended as
& short explanatory, historical addition to the Order of St. J. ohn, con-
sequent on their accession to the Island of Malta in 1580, and is of
modern and Masonic compilation.* The object of both Orders being
alike, viz: the defence of the Christian faith, the union with that of
“ Malta,” cannot be prejudicial to the status of the Templar Order as
now constitated by us, or be considered as sssuming any claim to be
an offshoot of the existing civil branches of the Chivalrio Order of 8t.
John of Jerusalem. The jeslous rivalry, ﬁermins.ting in violence,
bloodshed and bitter animosity,” which unfortunately prévailed be-
tween them during the Crusades, although both were the bulworks of
the Christian host, together with the fact the Order of 8t. John sl
<xists, never having been totally supp d a8 were the Templars, has
been brought forward as an objection to its being continued in connec-
tion with Templary. I'do not agree with this objection, neither can
I see the necessity or propriety of eliminating it from our Templar
syetem with which it has always been o closely connected.

Yo
The Order of Malta as a chivalric institation had ever been obedient
o the church, which was opposed to modern F: 'Y, & gecret

the anolent ceremonies of a reception into the Order of St. John
rand Comm: Ty of

-
or ﬁ:"{m of Malta), see Agfendﬁx to “ Carson’s Foreign Correspondence,”
Ohio, 1880,
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*society that had withdrawn themselves from its influence and protec-
tion, and the later Grand Masters of the Order, who were obliged to
give way to Papal influence, issued edicts forbidding the meetings of
the fraternity on the Island; but, notwithstanding these restrictions,
Freemasonry existed and was patronized by the Knights, and con.
tinues to flourish in Malta to t e present day. For a full account of
these transactions, I refer you to a most interesting history of Free.
masgonry in the District of Malta by Bro. Alex. M. Broadley, , Barrister-
at-Law, eto,, of Tunis, North Africa, lately published by Bro. George
Kenning, of the London Freemason,
THE EXISTING CIVIL BRANCHES OF THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN,
Having shown the connection that exists between Freemasonry, the
“Templar Order and that of Bt. John, it APpears necessary to make
-some reference to the existing oivil branches of the latter Order,

Pope Leo XTII., in 1879, revived the dignity of Grand Master in

Italy, with the rank of a Sovereign Prince, placing the Order under
$he exclusive authority of the Papal See.

The other branches in Europe, since the expulsion of the éovereign
‘Order from the Island of Malta in 1798, are independent bodies.

“Those of Brandenburgh in Prussia and the English Langue, in Lon-
don, Protestant,

"Ths legitimate revival of the Bixth or English Langue, has been

proved in the mogt satisfactory and convineing manner,* although the

Roman Cotholic branch refuses recognition, but thig i8 not to be won-

dered at, as the Papal claims to everything seem to become more in-
tolerant and rigid every day. The English Protestant branch is pre-
-sided over by His Grace the Duke of Manchester a8 Lord Prior,
holding its Chancery at the old Galehouse of St. John's Hospital,
“Clerkenwell, London, and +striotly carries out the original intention of
the founders of the Order, by administering relief to human suffering
and help to the sick and wounded in war, to whicl'is added rewards
or acts of bravery in saving life, objeots that are 08t commendable,
When we contrast these motives and acts with unfortunately, al-
most useless ‘‘United Orders of the Temple and Malta,” I do not feel our
boasted Templary is of the slightest uge, utilitate Homimun.”

MISSION OF THRE UNITED o
The question bl. been frequently asked-—

. I sketoh of the d presext

S e BT e e
‘com] 8 CO] v London 4
“and Son, Houghton street, Strand, London, 1880 o~
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Templary seem to have in VMWith great regret I must answer,
none, and still we profess to be a revival or a continuation of the old
historic Orders. Unless we enter into some path of extended usetul-

ness, it is almost in vain to expect it will ever become of any practioal
benefit to mankind. Templary is so impregnated on this continent.
with the idea that it is only a mere ornamental appendage to F'ree-
masonry, as an imitation military body, that I doubt if it will ever be
anything else, until there is a new departure, embracing the cause of
suffering humanity or in some other tangible shape of practical bene-
fit to society, and ocoupying (in Masonry) a high and useful position
such as that of the English Langue of St. John, so unpretending ‘in
its Christian charity, devoid of all display to attract the sympathy
and admiration of the public.

As we call omelvea and claim to be a rehgxous Order, it becomes.
our duty to promulgate the orthodox dootrines of Cliristianity, and
repel the insidions attacks of the ** Free-thinker,” who, regarding the-
Holy Spirit as a mere myth, would reduce Christianity to his own
level, and overthrow the great characteristios of Templary—belief in.
the Divinity of Christ, and the Holy Trinity, Fratres, without this.
belief there can be no representation of the old religious Order of the

Temple. A universal Masonic degree of Templary is not the “Templar -
Order,” being but the assumption of a name it has no claim or title to..
whatever. The * United Orders,” teach the doctrines of the Holy: -

Trinity, but the nature of the Trinity is not defined; it is the simple
description of the ‘ Apostle’s” creed,' and g0 long as the Orders are
founded upon the cardinal doctrines of the Christian religion, the

dogma of the Trinity must be accepted.* It has been well said, * It

that is left out, there is nothing in the whole system of Christianity
that may riot be omitted and still be considered Christian.” Beware,
then, of the. wily sophistry of the sceptic. Once admit the small
end of the wedge of doubt, and the Christian fabric is m danger of
being shiaken to the foundation.

* I cannot agree with the learned Grand Commander of Maine, who
‘would imply in his lut. port to the Grand Commandery, that there are
two kinds of Christianity, the * 0ld” and * New,” with other d be-
sides the Trinity 1ne1uded in the Christian belief, that are now d
There have been at times certain transient nlonl held, it may be

by large sections of the Christian Church, but which have: never found &
“place in her formularies. There have been also individuals holdlncﬂl:on- 1

ored placel amongst Ohrlsnu.nsswho held views of thelr own; but

views haye no by the ort. ch o m_i—thez have re.
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THE ‘' ENGLISH RITE " OF FREEMASONRY AND TEMPLARY.

I would wigh to draw the attention of the Order generally in all
Provi of the Dominion having a Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter,
tothe advisability of completing $heir * English Rite " of Freemasonry
by the formation of Provincial Grand Priories, when a sufficient
number of Preceptories have been established, to be independent
bodies, but still holding allegi to the National Great Priory of
Oanada; for it should be kept in mind that in the year 1780 the

* ‘Grand Lodge of all England held at York, officially declared that the

Order of Knights Templar constituted the fitth degree in Freemasonry.
This completed the  English Rite,” commonly, but erroneously (as
shown by Bro. W. J. Hughan, of Truro) called the * York Rite,” vig:
The practice of the three Craft degrees, followed by the Royal Arch,
while Templary covers the whole, but altogether as a separate matter,
These contain all that is required in the teachings of the old system
of Freemasonry, for whatever merit the numerous other degrees and
rites that now flood the Masonio world undoubt dly p to-interest
and instruct the Masonic student, whose pursuits lead him in that
direction, they are not of sufficient practical utility or importance
generally to the members of the Craft, to repay the time, great ex-
pense and research necessarily involved in scquiring a knowledge of
them.,

There is one circumstance worthy of notice, trifling as it may appear,
but in trifles we are often indebted to the kn ledge of matters of
.greater importance, It has been observed that at laying the founda-
'tion stone of Truro Oathedral, H, R. H. the Grand Master wore the
Grand Crogs of the Temple, and his Templar Jewel, showing how
much ke still continues to exhibit a warm interest in the Order; i$
aldo implied that he considers the Templar Order the climax ef the
“+ English Rite of Freemasonry,” its badge being the only one worn
by him as\a. Mason, in addition to that of the Craft.

Fratres, with all reverence and respect, let us heartily unite in tke
prayer that,\ * May God bless the Prince of ‘Wales,” our Royal Grand
Master. j \

l& PRESERVATION OF‘PROCEEDINGS.

It is my opinion and advice that Great Priory and every Preceptory
be called upon bt once to prooure complete sets of our i
from the establishment of the Order in Canada, and have them bound
{or reference. e want of them in time to come will be most seri-
‘ously felt and rey etted, It is also most desirable, in fact, enjoined
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$hat presiding Px‘\eceptom take the earliest opportunity after the Pro,
ceedings of Great 'Priory are published, to cause them to be read in,
open Preceptory, and made’ known to all members. Copies can be
procured from the office of the Grand Chancellor, I considerit the
duty of the Head of an Order to give all the information in his power,
and, if possible, correct existing errors, which can only be accom-
plished by a departure from mere formal details, adopting a system:
which will be found most useful to historians in collecting everything

into one work; rather as a chronicle than a mere report of trans-
aotions.

For the Proceedings of this year I have added an appendix explan-
atory of many of the customs and usages of the Orders we represont,
with a revised schedule of budge designs and paraphernalia for your:
consideration and approval. I may here state that in * Convent.

General Statutes relating to Insignia, two very great errors appear. -

The * Cross of the Older” is called a ‘¢ Oross Patent.” No suchterm
is known in heraldry, the mistake being \evidently, a misprint for
* Patee ”—the heraldio term for open or spread ont, This Cross ia

generally depicted as formed of four equilatoral triangles joining in LY
small centre point, into which form it has been corrupted by those

_ ignorant of its true shape and character, viz—an equal-limbed red cross,
wider at the extremities, to symbolize the Christian religion extend-
ing towards and embracing the four quarters of the Globe. Another
mistake is in calling the Grand Master’s Baton of Office,” an *“Abac-
ous,” & name applied to objects of quite & different nature to that of a
Baton ; the correct name is * Baculus,” from “Baculum "—a Staff,
Baton, a Sceptre. Y

CONCLUBION.

iIn conclusion, I would recommend Great Priory to decide definitely:
ab this meeting the question of introducing an out-door uniform as an.
addition to the established costume of the Order, in such Preceptories.
a8 may amongst themselves be in ‘favor of adopting it, without itg
being a compulsory measure, or interfering with the prescribed regu-
lations. 8o far as I am concerned, it is not, my intention to influence
the Fratres, or throw further obstacles in the way of what may be.
considered & harmless innovation of our oustoms, and wish it ta be,
understood that Preceptories are at liberty to make their own rules as
to the time and places in which this uniform is to be worn, without any
restrictions whatever as to the right of doing so. I am always glad
%o be able to conform to your wishes, and assist in affecting suoh
changes as may be considered desirable, when they are not in direct.
1 iviolation of the constitutions, and my vows of allegiance to H. R, H.
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the Supreme Grand Master, who has honored me by the appointment
of Great Prior to represent him in this nationality, a distinction I
appreciate and value more highly than any other that could possibly
be conferred upon me in the Masonic Fraternity, We are all equally
bound not to infringe or permit to be infringed the general regulations
on which the Order isfounded and governed ; and be assured, Fratres,
my. sole object has ever been to uphold the dignity of the Order, and
preserve it from innovations contrary to its true meaning, without any
desire to interfere with your prerogatives. I am now the only link
that connects us with the Mother Country as one of the Independent
branches of Templary in the British Dominions, and as long as T am
spared by Divine Meroy I shall at all times be ready to do'my utmost
for the advancement and proéperity of Canadian Templary, and main-
tain its declared complete independence, whilst preserving the old

titutions from violation, confid tly looking forward to a continu-
ance of that loyalty, harmony, unity and good feeling which has
hitherto prevailed characteristio of the Masonic Fraternity in the
British Empire, more particularly the Christian United Orders of the
* Temple and Malta.” Let our aspirations then be, Fratres, for * The
Glory of God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards

men,” “
V.D. % 8. A.

1W. J. B. MACLEOD MOORE, G. C. T,
Great Prior Dominion of Canada.

APPENDIX TO ADDRESS.

Before submitting for the ideration of Great Priory a schedule
of designs for the insignia to be worn by the officers-and mem-
bers of the ** United Orders ” in Canada, it may be advisable to give
& brief description of some of the cust and parapl lia of the
early chivalric Orders to ensble us to avoid inconsistency, and pre-

‘serve the most proper and appropriate badges to be Worn ; 80 many

errors have crept in either from ignorance of the correct forms, or the
desire of regalia manufacturers to enhance their work by fanciful
ornamentation, without due regard to historic acouracy.

TEMPLARS.

The Templars followed the Rule of the Benedictine Order of Monks,
founded by 8t. Bernard in 586, the Military Order taking its rise in
1118:19. The White Mantle was adopted as the habit of the Order to
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distinguish it from the Black Robe of the Hospitallers ; and in the
second crusade (1167) the Knights assumed the blood red Oross as a
symbol of Martyrdom,

The Mantle (with surcoat or sleeveless tunic) was worn over armour
of chain-mail, and could be looped up to leave the sword arm bare.
On his head the Templar wore a white linen coif ; over this a small,
round cap made of red cloth, and when on service in the field an iron
skull-cap of chain-mail, without plumes or crest.

THE HOBPITALLERS,

The Knights of 8t. John the Baptist, called of Jerusalem, instituted
in 1072, were of the 8t. Austin rule of Monks, their habit being black
with eight-pointed white cross, worn over their armour, They after-
wards, between 1278 and 1289, when engaged in military service, adopt-
ed a red tunio, with a'plain (straight) equal-limbed white cross over the
ocentre of the breast, which continued as the uniform of the Knights
of Malta to a late period.

CROBSES.

The Cross, as the emblem of Christi ity, was adopted by the
Crusaders—worn on the left shoulder of their garments, and made of

cloth or linen (in imitation of Christ carrying the cross); as also on
the breast; and some of the most austere and enthusiaktio imprinted
the Holy Sign on the flesh—usually the left arm, as neurest the heart.

Ecclesiastical crosses are two in number, used a8 & medium of hiey-
atical distinction. The Pope alone is entitled to the triple-barred,
or cross of “RSalem,” to denote him to be the Sov. Priest, Bup.
Judge and Sole Legislator. It*has in recent times been a pted as
the badge of the Grand Master of the Modern Templars, and also that
of the Chief Officer in the A, & A. S, Rite, &c. Cardinals and Arch-
bishops are honored by the Patriafchal or two-barred cross, signifying
‘¢ Balvation to the Jow and Gentile.” The * Pagsion " or single-barred
oross, representing the one on which the ‘¢ Saviour " suffered, is com-
mon to all ranks, both were ancient badges of the Templars—and
used as a mark for their signat ‘When d near, and at
the ends, they are called cross ‘¢ crosslets,” and crosses ‘ potent;”
sometimes forked at the points,

The Templar Cross is the Cross Patee, and has been already.de-
scribed. The Cross of Malta, the device of the Order of 8t. John of
Jerusalem, has frequently been confounded with the Cross Patee of
the Templare, although there is a greut difference between them.
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d in the ‘This cross is white, of eight points, having its four arms joined in a
ross 88 & small centre-point, and "its extremities notched or /indented, resem-
bling fishes’ tails, an allegorical allusion to the Savi ; the fish being
one of the early Christian symbols, emblematical of Christ generally,
Matt: iv., 19. The device should be always placed upon a black field
-or worn on the left shoulder of the Black Mantle or breast of the

Tunio. -

The *Jewel " of the Order of 8t, John or Malta is of white enamel,
having the distinguishing emblems of each langue in gold, placed in the
four angles centre of the cross; for England, the “Lion and Unicorn"
alternately ; for France, the * Fleur de lis,” &o., &o., worn suspended
from & black, watered ribbon.

THE ENIGHTLY FLAGS.

The * Pennoncel ” was a small triangular flag carried by Squires.
The Knights bore a * Pennon " forked at the end, being extended into
two points, and when powerful enough to furnish to the State or their
Bovereign a certain number of armed men to be retained at his ex-
pense, he was accorded the title of * ﬁanneret."-—littlo ‘ Baron,”
which gave him the ‘right to oarry a Square Banner at the top of his
Iance on which his armorial devices were depicted. When * Ban-
nerets” were made on the field of battle by the Sovereign in person,
a8 a reward of valor, he cut off with his sword the forked  tails of
their Pennons, changing them into Square Banners,

TEMPLAR BANNERS,

The Ancient Templars had two Banners—the Beauceant” and
“ Red Cross.”

The “Benuceant,” in Norman French, meaning ‘ Piebald,” was
the original armorial device of the Templars, half black and white,
" whatever may huve been the direction of the partition lines ; some.
times it was repregented per pale or divided perpendicularly in alter-
nate narrow stripes, but more frequently perfesse or horizontally, the
upper half black, the lower white. A red passion cross appears occa-
sionally on the white ground when this was the case, and the division
horizontal ; the black was reduced to a heraldio cheif or upper third
part of the field to admit of this cross being on the white ground only, -
for to place the red cross on the black, color upon  color, would be
false heraldry. The banner was supposed to denote * Death, Inno-
cense and Martyrdom ;” it also had the inscription, ‘* Non nobis domie,
non nobis sed nomine tua da gloriam,” the opening sentence of the 115th
Pealm,  The name * Beauceant ” has various explanatory meanings

t '
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suggested, buj: none very satisfactory. By the * Rosecrucians " it was.
looked upion as a religious symbol of the principle of ‘‘good and evil.”

The word was used by the Templars as their battle ery—* Au Beau-
ceant, for the Temple,” &o., because the banner was black and white,
to signify : Black and terrible to the Infidel ; fair and favorable to the
Christian. ‘ ! I

The second Standard subsequently adopted was the ** Vexillum
Belli; or, Red Oross battle-flag,”—a white banner charged with the
Cross of the Order (Patee), already described, and the same cross

which ornamented the shields and mantles of the Order.

The Lamb carrying a cross banner, surmounted or placed upon the

ocentre of a red cross, was another armorial device of the Templars,

signifying the union of the qualities of gentleness and courage. The
lamb being the emblem of the Saviour and the banner of Victory,
symbolises the {* Resurrection.”

ORDER OF ST. JOHN.

The standard and armorial bearing of the Knights of St. John of
Jerusalem (Malta) is & white, plain, equal-limbed cross, upon a red
field.

Banners, when made to hang perpendicularly from the poles, are
called ‘ Gorfannons,” or Ecclesiastical Banners—used in Pprocessions.:
and placed in halls; they are generally tripartite or triple-cloven at
the bottom.

. THE CROSS-HILTED KNIGHTLY SWORD.

The sword was made in the form of a cross, an emblem of thé cause
in which it was to be used. The blade straight and cutting on both
sides, typical of its being always employed in the defence of justice.

When the Crusaders were on the march to the Holy City, they were
in the daily custom of plncius their long, two-handed swords upright
before them, forming a cross, and before these they performed their
morning devotions, and on all military occasions they kissed the hilt
of their swords in token of devotion to the Cross, From this we de-
rive our ** Salute” and * Standing to Order.”

The girding on the sword was essentially the ceremony that usually -
constituted a Knight, hence the common expression a ‘ Belted.
Knight,” as identifying the Knight and girding on the Sword.

THE SPURS. .

Spurs of gold were the distinguishing badge of a Knight and an.

8

indispen:
honorabl

The ri)
and unio)
place of t
Knights 1
with the
marriage
hand, an
xxii, v. 2

The sil
modern s

The 1
replaced ]
Baldrick.

The H
Comman
Wales, as
them, anc
Order.,

THE HABIT

The Ch
©ross on t|
assume t}
Preceptor,

The *f
of two ol
brown tun
Order was

- In accon
always be
living men

‘We find
by a ¢ Ma



A.

cians ” it was.
»od and evil.”

— Au Beau-
k and white,
vorable to the

8 *‘ Vexillum
ged with the
3 8aMe Cross

ced upon the

he Templars,

ourage. The
r of Victory,

St. John of
, upon & red

he poles, are

| processions:

ple-cloven at

of thé cause
ting on both
of justice.

y, they were
ords upright
ormed their
sed the hilt
this we de-

that usually -
a ‘Belted.
ord.

ght and an.

SIXTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, HAMILTON, 1881, 80

indispensable "adjunct of Knighthood, to signify diligence in every
honorable design ; the rowels symbolized promptitude of action,

\ THE RING, BTAR, ETC., ETC.

The ring worn by Ecolesiastios is a sign of indissoluble connection
and union with the Church, In the Templar Order it is adopted in
place of the * Girdle,” worn round the waist, with which the Ancient
Knights were invested, and is a symbol of the covenant entéred into
with the Order, as the wedding-ring is the symbol of the covenant of
marriage. The ancient signet rings were worn always on the right
hand, and. generally on the index finger, see the passage in Jeremiah,
xxii, v. 24,

The silver ¢ Templar Star,” a most appropriate emblem, is of
modern adoption.

The * Baldrick,” or Shoulder Sword Bels,” formerly worn, is now-
replaced by a waist belt, and a ribbon or sash substituted for the -
Baldrick.

The Honomﬁ distinctions of ¢ Kts. Grand Crosses,” and * Kts.
Commanders Crosses,” were introduced by H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales, as badges of honor, who ‘alone has the power of conferring

them, and as such are recognized as marks of peculiar honor in the
Order.

THE HABIT OF ‘‘ CHAPLAINS” AND “ SERVING BRETHREN" OF THY THMPLARS. -

The Chaplains wore & white, olose-fitting tunio, with a red passion
oross on the left breast, and none under the dignity of a Bishop conld

assume the white mantle; Chaplains were eligible for the office of
Preceptor,

The * Berving Brethren” served as light-armed cavalry, and were
of two classes employed in various offices, They wore a black or
brown tunic with the red cross, Their form of reception into the
Order was the same as that of the Knights.

NAMES OF PRECEPTORIES,

- In accordance with ancient usages, thenames of Preteptories should

always be that of local or historical significance ; never the names of
living men,

THR ‘l'.ll'!H GRAND AND GREAT.

‘We find in the histories of the Templar Order that it was governed
by & “Master,” so termed acoordi g to the language employed, viz.,
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‘‘ Maistre,” * Magister,” but *¢ Magnus Magister” or “ Great Master *
was used at an early perio?. The author of & Concise History,"
8ays, page 41 :—** In France ‘th.e equivalent ‘ Grand’ was used, but in
English it is as absurd to use the term, which conveys the impression
of a magnificence, eschewed by the Statutes of the Order, as to call
English Ministers of State the Grand instead of the Great officers of
‘State. ‘Grand Master’ has been imported into English without
translation, and as that word exists, though with different meaning,
it, tends to mislead.” In the Statutes the expression used is si
“ Magister ” and * Maistre,” '

DAY

With these remarks, I consider the corrected Insignia, &c , as ap-
propriate, and recommend its adoption for the “United Orders” in the
Dominion of Canada, to be enacted in a new Btatute as 111, by the
National Great Priory.

]

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight { I. H. Stearns, seconded by
R. E. 8ir Knight { J. A, Henderson, and

Resolved,—That the Address of the M., Em. the Great
Prior be referred to the Grand Counecil to report thereon
during the present Annual Asgsembly.

The Reports of the following Provineial Priors were
presented :—

DISTRICT OF ONTARIO WEST.

REPORT.

To the Most E. the Great Prior, and the Great Officers and Fratres a} the
Great Priory of Canada : ~

meﬁs,—ln presenting my annual report as Provincial Prior of
Western Ontario, it affords me much pleasure to be able to state that
our beloved Order is in a Pprosperous condition, and that the majority
of the Preceptories in the jurisdiction over which I preside are work-
ing according to the ritual prescribed by Great Priory, and with very
gratifying harmony.

I have visited all the Preceptories in my divigion where there was
work to be done, explained to the Fratres where an imiprovement

, Was required and closer adherence to the ritual demanded, and have:
- great satisfaction in asserting that there is a marked improvement in
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the work since my previous vigit. The seven Preceptories in my Dis-
trict are located at ﬁamilton. London, 8t. Catharines, St. Thomas,
Goderich, Chatham, and Dunnville, The membership roll of each
show that the Order is gaining in numbers, and that ere long a large
influx of “good men and true” may be expected to join the ranks of
Christian Knighthood. I am led to this conclusion from the general
awakening which has beeh exhibited in Masonio circles since the
holding of the Twenty-first Triennial Conolave of the Grand Encamp-
ment of Knights Templar of the United Btates, which was convened
at Chicago during the second week of August of last year. I had the
good fortune, along with many Fratres from London, Hamilton, St.

- Thomas, Goderich, Port Hope, Toronto, and elsewhere, to attend the

Conclave, and was much impressed with the Preparations made for
the reception and entertainment of the Sir Knights from all sections
of the continent. To say that the Canadian Knights were accorded
a royal welcome but feebly expresses the greeting, which was one of
unbounded courtesy and undoubted cordiality and hospitality. I am
sure every Sir Knight and soldier of the Cross who was present on the
occasion to which I have reference, will acknowledge that the parade
was one of the grandest and most brilliant Pageants ever witnessed,
either in the Old World or the New. Between 25,000 and 40,000
Knights Templar were in line. The Napoleon hats, gold facings, and
swords flashing in the sunlight had a pleasing appearance; and were
worn by as fine a body of men as could be gathered, together, This
large mumber of men marched with all the order, precision and

ldierly bearing of vet; of war, and formed one of the most en-
ohanting sights ever witnessed by either Templar or novice, OQur
stay in the Queen City of the West, which was one grand ovation,
was continued almost without intemption for four days and as many
nights. The friendships formed by many of the Knights Templar
will last as long as memory remaing unimpaired. I have no hesita.
tion in stating that, notwithst ding the oppressive heat and un-
avoidable annoyances experienced in consequence of the crowded con-
dition of hotels and other public conveniences, the Capadian Knights
Templar will look back with unfeigned pleasure to their visit to
Chicago in August, 1880.

I feel that I have but feebly expressed the general regret of all the
8ir Knights from my division at the unavoidable absence from' the
Triennial Conclave at Chioago of the Most Eminent the Great Prior
of Canada. Many fraternal enquiries were made for Col. W. J. B.
MoLeod Moore, and very great disappointment was manifested by the
leaders of the Order there when it was announced that he could not
attend. Past Right Eminent Provinoial Prior James Seymour, of St,
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Catharines, although seriously indisposed, took the Great Prior's
place, and was accorded a royal welcome at the hands of the Most
Eminent Grand Commander Hulbert and the Eminent Sir Knights
of the Grand Encampment of the United States. Our distinguished
Frater represented Canada with signal ability, and the thanks of all
Canadian Knights Templar are due to him.

I am persuaded that the mingling together of the Fratres of Canada
and the United States at Chicago will have a beneficial effect upon
the Order in our beloved Dominion,—not alone from the information
received and insight obtuined into the working of the different’Com-
manderies, but from the desire which is inherent in man’s moral
nature-to compare results and endeavor, if at all possible, to keep
pace with the Fratres of the United States in advancing the interests
and extending the influence of our Chivalric Order.

While an apology is due to the Great Priory for taking up so much
‘time in referring to this gathering, I am persuaded all will bear with
me if the results to our noble Order should Prove as promising as
anticipations promise. The Registrars of the different Preceptories
throughout my division will, ere this, have submitted to the Grand
-Chancellor the statistics uéua.lly given, and I need not make further
reference to them. I degire, however, to give the Great Priory a few
figures, which illustrate the progress of Templar-Masonry in: the
‘United States and Canada since 1816, the same having been compiled
by Bir Kt. Stephgexaierry, of Maine, and ordered to be included in
‘the R. Em. the Grand Recorder’s Annual Report:—

+++.80,351

1879..
1880..

Or 8} per cent Templars'to Master Masons,

In concluding this lengthy report, I desire to express my warmest
thanks to the officers and members of the several Preceptories in
Western Ontario for the uniform courtesy, attention and kindneds
shown me during my term of office, and I desire especially to thank
Em. 8ir Kt. J. B. Bishop, of Hamilton, for his activity and energy
‘in Templar matters, and also for his success in Pproouring the equip-

+ ments necessary and properly furnishing a Templar hall in Hamilton.
His enthusiasm and love for the Order of the Temple might.be pro-
-fitably emulated by Fratres in other parts of the Dominion, to the
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great and lasting benefit of the institution whose spread and success
we all have so much at heart.

I desire also to express my thanks for the assistance I received at _
the different installations throughout my District from R. Em. 8ir
Enight A. G. Smyth, of London; V. Em. Sir Knights W. Hawthorn,
L F. Toms, of Goderich; R. McKay, of St. Thomas, and T, H. Tracy,
of London. Their services were highly appreciated by me, and I
doubt not equally so by the Fratres of the various Preceptories.

Respectfully submitted.
Fraternally,

+D. B. BURCH,
Provincial Prior Ontario West.

w

Lambeth, July 12, 1881.

DISTRICT OF ONTARIO EAST.

& REPORT.

To the Most Eminent the Great Prior, Officers and Fratres of the Great
Priory of Canada ; :

In accordance with the requirements of the Statutes, I have to
submit the following brief report on Templarism in the Distriot of
Ontario East,

The Preceptories under my supervision remain the same, viz., Hugh
de Payens, Kingston; Kitg Baldwin, Belleville; and Gondemar, Mait-
land; and as far as I learn are under the care‘of. able and efficient
officers. ¢

: During the past year I made strong efforts to est;tbliah a Preceptory
at the City of Ottawa, knowing that there were a number of able
Fratres at the Capital of the Dominion of Canada, but I regret to say
that my efforts failed, I hope that my successor will be more fortunate.

No complaints have been made to me during my term of office.

And in conolusion, I tender my thanks to the Fratres for their

kindness in my official intercourse with them.

I remain, in the bonds of the Order,
{ DONALD ROSS,
h Provinoial Prior,
"\ Picton, July 9th, 1881, Ontario East.
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DISTRICT OF QUEBEC.

REPORT.
To the M. E. the Great Prior, Officers and Fratres of the National Great
Priory of Canada : 5
In accordance with the Stn%utes of Great Priory, I beg to submit
the following brief report. A
There are now three Preceptories working in this Distriot, viz:
Richard Coeur de Lion, No. 7 ¢+ sseeses. Montreal.

Bussex, No.O.uuias i i i +vs 0. . Stanstead.
William de la More the Martyr, No. 25.......... +Quebec.

It affords me much pl e to report tinued prosp ity of the

Order in this Disfrict, and that the Preceptories are all in a healthy
and satisfactory condition,

R. E. Frater Johnson, Eminent Pr ptor of S , inf me
that they have no records of their Preceptory from the time of its
leaving Stanstead until its return, that they have made ew;ery effort
to recover the minutes and records, but to no purpose, that conse’
quently they are unable to make their complete returns to the Grand
Changellor, in accordance with the Statutes and Constitution of the
Order, and that the Fratres are therefore very desirous that the
Great Priory will take such action may seem desirable, to relieve
them from this embarrassing position.

All of which is respectfully and fraternally submitted.

{ I. H. STEARNS,
Provineial Prior, Quebec.

Montreal, 12th July, 1881,

. ity
DISTRICT. OF NEW BRUNSWICK.

For tHE PrOVINGE OF NEW Brunswick,
8r. Jomw, JuLy, A. D\ 1881,

To Col. W. J. B, MacLeod Moore, G. C., Great Prior of the Great Priory
of Canada ;

OrricE oF THE ProviNown Priow, }

Mosr Exunent S1r,—In making thls sixth annual report, it is to |

me a matter of deep régret t I cannot refer to a larger de-
gree of prosperity than that which it obtains within this Distriot,
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There are in this Province of New Brunswick,
mentioned Preceptory and Priory, the Encampment of Baint John,
located in the Qity of Saint John, and the Encampment of Saint
Stephen, located in the Town of Saint Stephen; both working under
warrants of the Chapter Genera] of Scotland, Confirming the re.

marks which I had the honor to make in my report of 1878, and pub-
lished in the Proceedings of that year

s besides the above

I am, Most Eminent Sir,
Faithfully in the Bonds of pur Order,
{ ROBERT MARSHALL,
Provincial Prior,
 New Brunswick.

DISTRIOT OF NovA 8COTIA,

Although no official report has been submitted by R. Em, gir

Knight } Benjamin Curren, of Halifax, Provincia] Prior of Nova Scotia,
a letter has been received from him, in Which he fully éxplaing the
state of the Order of the Temple in that Province, and shows what
efforts our worthy and esteemed Frater and other Knights Templar
have made to advance the interest of the Great Priory and maintain
the high character of EEomplarism in his jurisdiction,

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight t Donald Ross,

+

R. E. Bir Knight 1 David McLellan, and

Resolved,
referred to

seconded by

—That the Reports of the Provincial Priors be
the Grand Council for consideration and report,

R. E. 8ir Knight + G. H. F. Dartnell pre

sented the report
of the Committee on Foreign Corresponden

ce.

Moved by R. E. 8ir Knight { J. A. Hender,

80n, seconded
by B. E. 8ir Knight 1 L H. Henderson, and
4
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Resolved,—That the able and instructive Report of the
Committee on Foreign Correspondence be received, and pub-
lished as an Appendix to the Proceedings. (See Appendix.)

The Grand Chancellor subm‘iﬁted the annual statement of
monies received during the pasi year, together with the
books; for examination and audit. (8ee page 99.)

The Grand Treasurer presented the annual statement of
receipts and_ disbursements, with, the proper books and
vouchers. (See page 100.)

Moved by R.,E. Sir Knight { John Moore, seconded by
R. E. Sir Knight { James B. Nixon, and

Resolved,—That the annual statements of the Grand Chan-
cellor and Grand Treasurer be received and referred to the
Grand Council, with instructions to audit the same, and re-

port to Great Priory.

The Grand Chancellor presented the credentials of R. E,
Sir Knight * David R. Munro, representative of the Grand
Commandery of California, which the Great Prior, on behalf
of Great Priory, was pleased to accept in the most courteous

terms.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GRAND COUNCIL ON THE GREAT PRIOR'S ADDRESS.

The Grand Council, to whom has been referred the Address of the
Most Eminent the Great Prior, beg to submit the following Report:

Before addressing t} lves to a ideration of the various
topics included in the very able and interesting Address, the Grand
Council have much pleasure in congratulating Great Priory on once
more bling under the presidency of their Great Prior, and find-
ing him in the enjoyment of his usual health and energy.

The Grand Council are pleased to learn from the Great Prior that
the complete severance of all connection with Convent General has

"had so gratifying an effect, as they are satisfled Templar ** Home
Rule” is the correot and only satisfactory . method of governing the |
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Order of the Temple in Canada, Although the future action and
legislation of Convent General can have no direct bearing upon the

course of this supreme and independent Great Priory, Grand Council

coincide with the Great Prior in a feeling of regret that circumstances,
doubtless beyond control, have Prevented any meeting of that Body
since the last Annual Assembly of this Great Priory, as all Canadian
Templars will continue to take an interest in Convent General, al-
though no longer connected with the Templar Union formed in Great
Britain,

ge of costume to be worn by the
Fratres as an out-door parade dress, ag they cannot see that any in-
jury can be done to Canadian Templarism, even should some of the
Preceptories adopt a costume identical with that worn by Knights
Templar in the United States. 'I‘hey desire, at the same time, to
express a dec¢ided opinion that public parades of Knights Templar, or
indeed of any other grade of Freemasons, is not to be encouraged to
too great an extent; but when it becomes necessary that Knights
Templar should appear outside the walls of their Preceptories it ig
well that they should be clothed in & costume that will reflect credit
on the Templar Order, and not bring ridicule upon the wearers.

The Council-fully recognize and highly appreciate the amount of
regearch brought to bear upon the historical portions of the Address,
an which, owing to the limited time at their disposal, they are
unable'o allude more at large. L

\

AUDIT AND FINANCE,

The Grand Counecil have carefully examined and audited the
books and accounts of the Grand Chancellor, and certify to thatr
correctness. The cash received by him has been paid over to the
Grand Treasurer, and acknowledged by that officer,

Treasurer's accounts have also been ‘carefully

correct, All monies received have been promptly deposited to the
credit of Great Priory in the authorized Bank, and vouchers have
been produced for all Payments made, The following abstract
show the receipts and expenditure for the past; year, viz;— N
Balance on hand, 10th July, 1880# 114 40
'Cashreoeipl_zs................................. vesee 1,089 00

$1,208 40
Expendltute............................................ 1,042 87

Balance on hand. ,......., ... seresneeniinin., $160 88

&
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are ded for payment during ‘the

The following ¢
year:—

Rolph, 8mith & Co., printing Certificates.....c....cievve.. $112 50 -

Chairman of Committee Foreign Correspondence.......... 75 00

8. Wesley, printing..... T e e

Mrs, T. B. Harris, annual grant Shiihatliticaiiitiine. DD

Great Prior, incidentals and expenses attending Annual®
Assembly.......... resaene

Grand Chancellor, salary 1881-2.....cc0evviivennssncninss. 150 00

$582 50

In view of the increased expenses incurred by the Great Prior in
attending the meetings of Great Priory, your Grand Council would
recommend that the sum of $175.00 be placed to his credit for inci-
dentals and travelling expenses for the ensuing year. And that the
Grand Chancellor be allowed $150.00 per annum. Grand Counocil
compliment the Chancqllor on the manner of keeping his books,
which are clear and explicit. ¥

Your Grand Council cannot help alluding to the very satisfactory
state of the Fiinances of Great Priory as compared with the past few

years, and are pleased to announce that nearly all our debts are wiped '

out, and trust that when we meet again in Annual Assembly
there will be a respectable balance to our credit and no liabilities,
This healthy state of affairs has been brought about by the untiring
efforts of your Grand Chancellor to collect all the outstanding arrears
due by Preceptories. While Grand Council does not wish to recom-
mend harsh proceedings towards the remaining Preceptories in default
this year, they are of opinion that steps must be taken at an early day
to enforce their compliance with the Statutes of Great Priory. As
recommended by your Grand Counoil last year, the Grand Chancellor
has had submitted tenders for pnntmg Proceedings, and we have ex.
amined same and recommend that the. tender of Sir Kt. J. B. Trayes
be accepted, it being the lowest.
{ 3. A. HENDERSON,
President.

RESOLUTIONS, &c.
Moved by R. E. Sir Kt. 1 J. A, Henderson, seconded by
R. E. 8ir Kt. { Donald Ross, and

Resolved,—That the Report of the Grand Council be re-
oceived and adopted.
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R. E. Bir Knight t Daniel Spry surrendered to Great
Priory the Warrant of Hurontario Preceptory, Collingwood.

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight ¢ Henry Robertson, seconded
by R. E. Sir Knight 1 John Moore, and :

Resolved,—That the Wm'ra.nt’ surrendered by Hurontario
Preceptory, Collingwood, be acoepted and cancelled,

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight { J. A. Henderson, seeonded
by R. E. Sir Knight { Hugh A, Mackay, and

Resolved,—That & Committee be appointed, consisting of
R. E. Sir Knights 1 J. A. Henderson, the Great Sub-Prior,
} James Seymour, { Hugh A, Mackay, and } Daniel Spry,
to correspond with the Chapter General of Scotland, with
a view to bring under the jurisdiction of this National Great
Priory, the Priories in' New Brunswiok hailing from the
Grand Chapter General, and to carry out final arrangements.

Moved by R. E. Bir Knight t David MoLellan, seconded
by V. E. 8ir Knight t J. B, Nixon, and

Resolved,—That the Grand Chancellor be and’ ig hereby
instructed to have consolidated and printed, a new edition of
the Statutes with all the correotions and alterations made
by the Great Priory of Canada.

Moved by R. E. 8ir Knight { J, A, Henderson, seconded
by V. E. 8ir Knight { J. B. Nixon, and

Resolved,—That Great Priory heartily thank R, F. Sir
Knight § Daniel Spry, Grand Chancellor, for his successfal

exertions in placing Great Priory in 80 satisfactory a finan-
cial condition, '

R.E. Sir Knight t Daniel Spry expressed to Great Priory
his warm appreciation of the vote which had been passed. -

Moved by E. Sir Knight { J. B, Bishop, seconded by V.
E.s8ir Knight t L. P. Wilsom, and
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Kesolved,—That the M. B. the Great Prior appoint a Com-
mittee to prepare an Address expressing sympathy with ouf
distinguished Brother, J. A. Garfield, President of the United
States, in suffering from the effects of the dastardly attempt
made upon his life.

The Great Prior appointed R. B. Sir Knights ¢+ G. H. F.

Dartnell and t Henry Robertson a Committee for the pur-
pose named.

STATUTES AMENDED.

Moved by R. E. 8ir Knight ¥ Henry Robertson, seconded
by R. E. Sir Knight § John Moore, and

Resolvad,——Tha.l:vSection 1 of the Statutes be repealed and
that the following be enacted in place thereof: ,

1. The public interest of the Orders in the Dominion of
Canada shall be regulated by a General Assembly of all the
Preceptoriés on record in Canada, represented by their Pre-
ceptors, Constables, and Marshals, or by their duly appoint-
ed Proxies, with the Knights ‘Grand Cross, Knights Com-
mander, the Great and Past Great Officers, the Officers and
Past Officers, including the Past Officers of the former Grand
Conclave of Canada, under the style and title of the National
Great Priory of Canada, of.the Religious and Military Orders
of the Temple and of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes
and Malta, and said ‘Great Priory shall have the supreme and
exolusive jurisdiction over all Preceptories and Knights
Templar, and Knights of Malta in and for the Dominion of
Oanada. ‘

Moved by R. E. 8ir Knight t Isaac H. Stearns, seconded
by R. E. Sir Knight { Donald Ross, and

Regolved,—That Statute 68 be amended by’ adding after
"the word “ authority " in the first line the words * to adopt.
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On a ballot being demanded, the motion to amend the
Statute was carried, there being 65 votes for and 22 agaiust
the proposition.

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight $ Daniel Spry, seconded by
R. E. Sir Knight } Henry Robertson, and

Resolved,—That tl;e words ¢ Convent General”” wherever
they may appear in the Statutes -and Appendices attached
thereto, be expunged.

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight 1 Daniel Spry, seconded by R.

E. Bir Knight + Hugh A. Mackay, and

Resolved,—That the following now Statnte be enacted ag
No. 111:—

The following clothing and insignia may be worn by all
Sir Knights of the Order of the Temple:—

At Assemblies of Preceptorics the Insignia to be worn and
used are:—

“A black silk Riband, four inches wide, with a%lack silk
fringe, to be worn over tlie right shoulder, for all Knights
under the rank of Preceptor; and a gold fringe for Preceptors
and all above that rank.

“A seven-pointed Siﬂ/er Star, with a Passion Cross in a
cirle in the centre, with the motto ¢ In hoe signo vinces’
round the circle. The jewsl worn by Preceptors to be the
Red Patriarchal Cross; all other Knights to wear the Cross
of the Order, viz: the Red Oross Patee. These jewels to be
suspended by the ribbon of the Order: red with white edges
13 inches wide. '

¢ The other Insignia, badges, jewels, or decorations, shall
be those only which are limited and assigred to each re-
spective office, rank, or degree, hereinafter defined.
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‘‘ THE HABIT,

* The Habit to be worn by Templars shall be a white stuff
or woollen Mantle, with the equal limbed Red Cross of the
Order, nine inches ju length, on the left shoulder, and with
& Hood lined with white serge or flannel.  All who have at.

tained the rank of Preceptor, shall wear a Hood lined with
red serge, silk, or flannel,

“A white Cassock or Tanie, with a Red Cross of the Order
on the breast, may be worn in addition by all Kuights.

“In a Priory of the Order of 8t. John of Jerusalem,
Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta, Knights may use a black

Mantle. with & white eight-pointed Cross on the left shoulder,
and a Hood lined vqith white.

“A black or red Oassook or Tunic may be worn in addition,
with the Cross on the breast, viz : The white 8-pointed Cross

on black tunic, and Plain white Cross of St. John on red
tuniec.

“The Chaplains shall wear Habits or Copes.

*“ Berving Knights shall wear russet-brown stuff or woollen
Mantles, with the Cross'of the Order on the left shoulder.
No Serving Knight shall wear any Insignia or jewel whatever.

‘“ ARMS,

¢ Each Knight, under the rank of Preceptor, may wear a
straight cross-hilted Sword with & black scabbard, and black
leather belt, with bronze ohain and slings. The hilt and
mountings may be of gold, silver, iron, steel, or bronze,

Preceptors may wear a sword with a plated steel scabbard,
silver plated with appropriate mountings.

‘‘ BANNERS,

* The Beauceant is a parallelogrammio banner, parted per
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foss, sable and argent with red Passion Cross on the white
ground. .

“The Vexillam Belli is & Red Cross pattee, charged with
the eight-pointed Oross on a white field.

“ Preceptors and all above that rank may use banners |of
their arms or other devices of a parallelogrammio foxm.
«Other Knights may only use swallow-tailed pennons,” '

\
Moved by R. E. Bir Knight 1 John Moore, seconded by R.
E. Sir Knight L. H. Henderson, and

Reaolved,—’]‘hat; Section 100 of the Statutes be amended
by adding after the word ‘“except,” on the second line, ‘g
-certifioate of withdrawal or,” ., .

Moved by R. E. Sir Knight 1 Henry Robertson, seconded
iby B. E. 8ir Knight { John Moore, and -

Resolved,—That Sections 2 and 26, and all other por-
‘tions of the Statutes relating thereto, be amended by ex-
punging the word ** Prelate " and insert ¢ Chaplain;” and to
strike out the following words: the Assistant Grand Almoner;
the Grand, First Herald; the Grand Sacond Herald; the
Grand Warden of Regalia; the two Grand Aides-de-Camp;
the Grand Chamberlain; the Grand -Assistant Chamberlain;
and the Grand Second Captain of the Guards; and that the
Grand Chancellor do re-number and re-arrange the Statutes in
accordance with such amgndments.

/

(
ELECTION OF OFFICERS,

The election of officers was then proceeded with. . The M.
E. the Great Prior appointed R. E. Sir Knights + L., H.
Henderson, { David McLellan and } Daniel Spry, Sorutineers
of the Ballot. The nominations handed $o the Grand Chan-

~cellor were announced and the ballots collected; when the
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Somuﬁneers reported that the following Great Officers were.
duly elected:—

M. E. 8ir Knight + W. J. B. McLeod Moore, La-
prairie (by acclamation)....Great Prior, '

R. E. 1 Jas. A. Henderson, Kingston..Great Sub-Prior.
} Daniel Spry, Barrie, Grand Chancellor
} Rev. V. Clementi, Peterboro’. . Grand Chaplain.
{ John Kennedy, Hamilton......Grand Constable.!
| Alex. G. Adams, Montreal.....Grand Marshal,
! David McLellan, Hamilton.... . Grand Treasurer,
} Thos. €. Macnabb, Chatham...Grand Registrar,

The following R. E. Bir Knights were elected by the Re-
presentatives of the Preceptories in their respective districts
and approved and confirmed by the Great Prior as

PROVINCIAL PRIORS.

R. E. Sir Knight } D, Burleigh Burch, Lambeth....Ontario West.
§ s { Richard J. Hovenden, Tcronto.. Ontario Centre!
1 { William D. Gordon, Kingston. . ..Ontario East.
{ Isanc H. Stearns, Montreal.. .. ..Quebec.
} David R. Munro, 8. John.......New Brunswick.
4} Lorenzo F. Darling, Halifax Nova Secotia,
{ Elias G. Conkling, Winnipeg. ... . Manitoba.

The M. E, the Great Prior appointed the following Sir
Knights members of thfs Grand Cguncil:—

R. E. Bir Kt { Samuel B, Harman, Toronto, Past Great Sub-Prior,
{ T. Douglas Harington, Prescott, Past Great Sub-Prior,
} HughA. MacKay,Hamilton, Past Grand Provincial Prior

Y.u = } George 0. Longley, Maitland, Past Grand Sub-Marshial.
4 ¢

And the Great Priory elected:—

R. E. 8ir Kt } Henry Robertson, Collingwood, Past Grand Provincial
Prior,
{ Donald Ross, Picton, Past Grand Provincial Prior,
} John Moore, Ottawa, Past Grand Registrar, -
} James Moffatt, Liondon, Past Grand Vice-Chancellor.
{ James B. Nixon, Toronto, L “

8
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The Great Prior subsequently appointed the following
officers for the ensuing year:—

'
V.E. 8ir Kt } J. Ross Robertson, Toronto, Grand Vice-Chancellor.
¢ % 1 James B, Bishop, Hamilton, Grand Sub-Marshal.
{ John H. Bell, Winnipeg, Grand Assistant-Marshal,
} Miner J. Foster, Halifax, Grand Almoner.
{ 8. B. Lazier, Belleville, Grand 1st Standard Bearer.
{ Wm. Lount, Q.C., Barrie, Grand 2nd Standard Bearer,
+ Donald M. Malloch, Clinton, Great Prior’s Standard
Bearer,
{ Turner Koyle, Brockville, Grand 1st Captain of Guards.
1 Robert Nichols, Port Hope, Grand Organist.
1t Bamuel Waltho, Dunville, Grand Sword Bearer.
I H. G. Grannis, St. Thomas, Grand Pursuivant.
¥ George D. Reid, Montreal, Grand Guard.

The Most Eminent the Great Prior, the Great Sub Prior,
Provincial Priors, Great Officers and Officers elected, ap-
pointed and nominaled, as aforesaid who were present, were
installed and proclaimed in acgordance with the Statutes,
and ‘those absent were directed  to'ho isstalled in their re-

spective Preceptories. .

It was moved by R. E. Sir Knight + L. H. Henderson,
seconded by V. E. Sir Knight 1 W. D, Gordon, and

Resolved,—That the thanks of this Great Priory are due,
and are hereby tendered to the Godfrey de Bouillon Preoep-
tory of the city of Hamilton, for the excellent arrangements
made for holding this Annual Assembly, and also for the
Banquet and other courtesies extended to the Representatives
during their stay in the oity.

It was moved by R. E. Sir Knight 1 Donald Ross, second-
od by B. E. 8ir Knight 1 Isaac H. Btearns, and

Resolved,—That the Great Sub-Prior be authorized to
direct that an order be drawn on the Grand Treasurer in
Payment of the expenses attending the holding of this An-
nual Assembly.
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Moved by R. E. Sir Kuight 1 Daniel Spry, seconded by
R. B. Bir Knight t David MoLellan, and \

Resolved,—That the ﬁext Annual Assembly of the Great
Priory of Canada be held in the city of Montreal, on the
‘second Tuesday in October, 1882, .

NOTICES OF AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTES.‘

The fbllowing notices of motion to amend the Statutes at
next Annual Assembly were given:—

(.) That the Statutes as re-arranged and consolidated
‘by the Grand Chancellor, in obedience to the instructions of
Great Priory beire-enacted and confirmed,

(6.) That Btatutes numbered 16, 17, 18, 84, and 96, of the
‘edition of 1877 be repealed.

(c.) Thut the words the M. E. the Past Prior” be inserted
before the words ¢ the Great Sub-Prior” in Statute No. 25,
-and Btatutes No. 24 and 27 be amended so as to provide for
the annual election of all Great Officers of Great Priory.

(d.) That Btatate No. 68 be amended and that the words
‘“of at least six month’s standing in addition to being a
Master Mason of two years,” be erased, and that the word
“*good " be inserted before the word ¢ standing.”

(e.) That Statute No. 95.be amended by striking out the
wotds “one dollar,” from the second line, and that the
words « fifty cents for each member on the roll‘at the date
of the last annual or previous return,” be inserted.

() That Statute No. 22 be amended by erasing the words
" Grand Master ” from the first line, o

(9.) That Btatute No. 28 be amended by erasing the words ‘
*“ appointed by the Great Prior on the nomination of,” and |
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insert the words  elected by,” and after the word ¢ Priory”
on the fifth line ineert ¢ and if approved by the Great Prior.”

& The Great Priory of Knightg
Templar of the Dominjon of
Canada, was closed in @[mﬂt
Lorm at 2 p.m.

Graxp CHANGELLOR.
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ANNUAL CASH STATEMENT, 1881.
R. E. Sir Knight t Danmer Srry, Grand Chancellor, in

account with the Great Priory of Canada,
1st July, 1881:—

Dr.
To Cash received from Preceptories: —

1 Hugh de Payens, Kingston, Ont......... ... ‘

2 Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto, Ont.
3 Godfrey de Bonillon, Hamilton, Ont.
4 Richard Coeur de Lion, London, On

5 Nova Seotia, Halifax, N. § 30

6 King Baldwin, Belleville, Ont

7 Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal, Que. .

8 Plantagenet, St. Catharines, Ont.. ...
9 Bussex, Stanstead, Que i

10 Hurontario, Collingwood, Ont. ...

11 Union de"Molu.i, St. John, N. B...

12 Mount Calvary, Barrie, Ont B

18 Moore, Peterborough, Ont., (no returns),

14 Harington, Trenton, Ont., (suspended). .

for the year ended

-
~EoRBFREsa 8

gs8s88838883s

15 Bt. John the Almoner, ‘Whitby, Ont., (no returns

16 Gondemar, Maitland, Ont ;
17.0do de 8t. Amand, Toronto, Ont. ...
18 Palestine, Port Hope, Ont

19 8t. Bernard de Clairveaux, Dnnnvﬂle,' bn

20 Kent, Chatham, Ont., (no returns). .
21 Burleigh, 8t. Thomas, Ont. .,

22 Huron, Goderich, Ont. . ... ¢

23 Ray, Prince Arthur’s Landing, Ont, , ..
24 Albert Edward, Winnipeg, Manitoba,. .

25 William de la More, the Mutyr,-Quebelt;, Que
Sundries. . ...... e T s SR

Ck.

By paid Grand Tressurer........,........

~

RECAPITULATION.

1880, 1881,

Warrants......c... voiiuunnnn, ooy 8150 00

Fees. ......, o e .

Certificates. . ..
Ceremonies, &o............

Increm.......,. e
-Anudited and found correct.
Hamilton, July, 1881.

.. 850 47  §682 50 |
. 8400 8800

66 04 58 50

resaean
.

$650 51 Oliggg 0

t DONALD ROSS,
Chairman;

1 DAVID MCLELLAN, GRAND TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT WITH GREAT PRIORY.

Cr.

1880.
A N g ).
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.- |John Taylor.

--|Samuel Walth

SIXTH ANNUAL, ABSEMBLY, HAMILTOR, 1851, 102

ROLL OF OFFICERS OF THE NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY
OF CANADA, 1881-82,
— M. E. 8irKt. t W.J, B, Macleod Moore, Laprairie, Great Priqr.
i} R. E. Sir Kt, 1 Jas. A, Henderson, Q.0,D, 0. L.,
Kingston, Ont.0, . eseee.Great Bub-Prior,
o
& PROVINOIAL PRIORS.
R. E. Bir Et, i1D.B. Burch, Lambeth, Distriot of Ontario, Wegt,
“ “ }R. J. Hovenden, Toronto, ¢ Ontario, Centre,
“ TW.D Gordon, Kingston, Ontario, East,
{L A Btearns, Montreal, Quebec,
iD. R, Munro, St. John, New Brunswick,
1 L. F. Darling, Halifax, Nova Sootia,
48 1 E. G. Oonkling, Winnipeg, «  Manitoba,
Es gh- :
gig THE GREAT OFFICERS,
bgask
e

R E. 8ir Et. } Daniel Spry, Barrie, Ont........ +«Grand Chancellor,
“ % {Rev.V. Clementi, Peterboro’, Ont, “  Qhgplaiy,
} John Kennedy, Hamilton, Ont, 5 Constable,
{ A, G. Adams, Montreal, Que...... Marshal,
1 David McLellan, Hamilton, Ont,., Treasurer,
{ Thos. C, Maknabb, Chatham, Ont, Registrar,

'uesda,
" 1880/ 18t Tuesda;

8 h Mar.
Mar.

., 1873/2nd T

OFFICERS.

V. E.8ir Kt. $ J.R; Robertson, Toronto.,Gr, Vice-Chanoellor,
“ " 1J.B, Bishop, Hamilton,, « Bub-Marghal,
*“  }J.H. Bell, Winnipeg,,., « Assistant-Marsha],
*  ¥M.J. Foster, Halifax.... * Grand Almoner,
“  }8/8. Lagier, Belleville,, , # st Standard Bearer,
{ W. Lount, Q. 0., Barrie,, 2nd Standard Begrer,
{ D. M, Mallooh, Ol!nton..Gt.I’ﬁm:'s-BtmdndB&er.
T. Koyle, Brockville,....Gr. 1st, Oaptain of Guards,
R. Nicholls, Port Hope.. “* Organist,
8. Waltho, Dunvyille,,.,,, « Sword Bearer,
H. G.Grannis, 8. Thomas “Pursunivant,
G- D. Read, Montveal.,.. * Guard,

, O|11th Oct

8t. Thomas,
Goderich, O ..

:
3
s
il




108 ' NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

THE GRAND COUNCIL OF GREAT PRIORY.
1881-82.
THE GREAT PRIOR. °
M. E. Bir Knight, { W. J. B. Macleod Moore, G-. C. T., Laprairie.
THE GREAT SUB-PRIOR, PRESIDENT.
R. E. 8ir Knight } J. A. Henderson; Q. 0., D. C. L., Kingston.

THE PROVINCIAL PRIORS.
B. Burch....District of Ontario, West, Lambeth,
J. Hovenden.District of Ontario, Oentre, Toronto.

R. E. 8ir Et. { D.
R.
W. D. Gordon. .District of Ontario, East, Kingston.
L
D.
L.
E.

H. Stearns...District of Quebec, Montreal.

R. Munro....District of New: Brunswick; 8t. John.
F. Darling. ..District of Nova Scotia, Halifax.

G. Conkling..District of Manitoba, Winnipeg.

i
¥
}
1
1
4
t

THE GREAT OFFICERS.

1 Daniel Bpry.. .. ....Grand Chancellor, Barrie.

1 V. Clementi,B. A.... * Chaplain, Peterboro’.
1 John Kennedy.. .... ‘' Constable, Hamilton,
{ A. G. Adams........ * Marshal, Montreal.
{ David MoLellan.. .. “ Treasurer, Hamilton,
¥ T. 0. Macnabb... ,... * Regist Chatham.

-4 1)

APPOINTED BY THE GREAT PRIOR.

R. E. 8ir Kt. 1 8. B. Harman,,,Past Great Sub-Prior....Toronto.
“ @  +T.D Harington. ¢ “ <« ++Prescott. .
“ “  {H. A MacKay.,Past Gr. Provincial Prior..Hamilton.

V.E. “ 1$G6.0 Longley..> *  Bub-Marshal....Maitland.

ELEGTEDv BY GREAT PRIORY.
R.E. 8ir Et. I H. Robertson, Past Grand Prov. Prior, Collingwood.
4 “ x Donald Bou, “ “ Picton.
¢} John Moore, Past Grand Registrar, Ottawa.
«. 1 J. Moffatt, Past Grand Vice-Chancellor, London.
%  }J.B.Nixon, * . Toronto,

/ FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE COMMITTEE.
' R B, Bir Kt. § G, H. F. Dartnell, Whithy..seee e« o 04 s o «Ohairman,

B
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SIXTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, HAMILTON, 1951, 106

HONORARY MEMBRES OF GREAT PRIORY.

R. E. 8ir Knight $ Robert Morris, La Grangs, Kentucky, U. 5, Pagt
Provineial Grand Sub-Prior of the former Provincial Grand
Conclave of Canada,

R. E. 8ir Knight } Alfred Creigh, LL.D., Waghi
Past Provincial Grand Sub-Prior of the former
Conclave of Oanada,

R. E, 8ir Knight } Albert Pike, Bovereign Grand Commander A, & A,
) 8.R., 839, &, do., &o., Southern Jurisdiotion of America,

Washington, D, 0., Honorary Provineia] Prior of the Great
Priory of Oanada,

Rite 88° for Ireland,
Prior of Great Priory of Ireland, 30 Upper FitzWilligm Street,
Dublin, Honorary Past Great Sub-Prior of Great Priory of
Canada, :

R.E. Bir Knight Shadwell H, Clerke, Great Bub-Prior of the Great
Priory of England, London, England,

R. E. Bir Knight 1 Emra Holmes, K. C. T, Provingial Grand Provost,
England, Fowey, Cornwall, Honorary Provincial Priop of Great
Priory of Canada. (

R. B. Bir Knight $ T. B, Whytehead, Provincial Grand W. of B, N, &
E\| York, Grand Oaptain of Guards, England, South Parade,
York, Honorary Provineial Grand Prior of Great Priory of
Canada.

R E. 8ir Knight 1 George Otis Tyler, Pagt Eminent Umnnunder,
Burlington, No, 8 Oommandery, Burlington, Vermont, T, 8.,
Honorary Provincial Geand Prior of Great Priory of Oanada,

v




105 ' NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF OANADA,
REPRESENTATIVES,
AT THE GREAT PRIOBY OF OAADA,

R. E. Sir Knight { T. Deuglas Harington, from the Grest Priory of
England and Wales.

R. E, Bir Knight 8. Bickerton Harman, from the Great Priory of
" Ireland. - A

R. E. Bir Enight £ D. R. Monro from the Grand Commandery of
! California.

FROM THE GREAT PRIORY OF OANADA,
R. E. Bir Knight { Emra Holmes, at the Great Priory of England and
Wales.

R. E. 8ir Enight/{ Hon. Judge Townshend, at the Great Priory of
Ireland,

B. E. Bir Knight } Thomas H, Caswell at the Grand Commandery of
California,




SIXTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, HAMILTON, 1851.

;ijn ﬁ[zmmnam.

BIR KNIGH'I’

WILLIAM H. WELLER

PAST PRELATE OF

PALESTINE PREGEPTORY

No. 18, PORT HOPE.

DIED MARCH 28, A. D. 1881

“‘_\'
deb ()L"'ULUUT "
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NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

SUSPENSION B—NON-PAYMENT OF DUES

No. 1. HUGH DE PAYENS, KINGETON.

8. M. Conger. Thomas A. Powell,
W. H. Orohasd, l \ Samuel Wood,

* No. 8. GODFREY DR BOUILLON, HAMILTON.

0. E. 8. Black. Charles Pawtert.
L. H, Ellison, W. W. Stewart.
‘S}ial:s ngver. }I C. Upper.

e James, ames Young,
J. Bl:gPeel. o

RICHARD C®UR DX LION, MONTRREAL,

George A. Baynes. ‘Wm. Levi Mackenazie,
George P. Brewster. Samuel McQlung,
Wm, Bathgate. Samuel MoLea.

W. E. Caquelette. Chas. A. Storer.
Gilbert P. Girdwood. J. D. Thurston,
Robert D, Cuthbert. X John O. Thurston,
Alfred G. . Richard Rowe.
William MeAuley, 3 Jeseph Rees.

No. 11. UNION DE MOLAY, ST. JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK.

: mumﬁmqtmng. . g:z g. Patridge.
0] calg, . H. Whitn o
John Melick. "

DEATHS.
No. 1. Hugh de I',’ayens, Kingston—J. C. Chamberlain, Aug. 81, 1880.
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- FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

1881,

NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

REPORT

—O0N— . ‘

Fore1GN CORRESPONDENCE,

BEING AN APPENDIX TO THE PROCEEDINGS

FOR 18s1.
G, H., F. DARTNELL, CHARMAN,

The “poverty and not the will” of Great Priory, prevent-
‘ed the usual exchange of Templars' courtesies which are
-embodied in these Reports,

The vigorous fisoal administration of Bir Kt. Daniel Spry,
our zealous Grand Chanoellor, has placed the finances of.
Great Priory in so satisfactory a condition as to warrant the
renewal of our pleasant relations with sister jurisdiotions.

We wonld kindly request Grand Recorders, as Proseedings
are published, to forward one copy to the address of the
‘undersigned, as he will then at his leisure have opportunity
o make an early report. P .

Thirty Grand Bodies have forwarded their Proceedings,
ud we herewith submit an abstract thereof, covering forty-
nine Assemblies, as follows:— ; . ]

i |



11 NATIO;{AL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.
England ‘lud Wales.

Vermont.
“

Massachusetts, . ., ,...
“
Michigan....., .........

ENGLAND AND WALES, 1879.

The Great Priory met in London, on 9th May, 1879, the
Right Honorable Lord Skelmersdale, G.0.T., on the Throne,
and the principal Great Officers also present,.

The Council reported a break in the Roll of Knights in the d

Beyor
no fartl

were ad

Great
the Grea
Qreat Of
diffionlty
reports:~

The Wa
Preceptory
the Punja
Eminent ]
Prinsep, or
tory could

number of

The Gires
Royal Higt
Constable i
have been |
lar time, on
Prior) hope:

of Provinees by the decease, since the meeting of the Great Priory in

Decamber last, of the following Provinoial Priors, viz., for Hertford-

; shire, Sir Knight George Francis, in December, 1878; for Nottingham.
shire, His Grace the Duke of Newoastle, on the 22nd February, 1879;
and for Staffordshire and Warwickshire, Sir Knight Sampson Lioyd
Foster, K.0.T., on the 1st of Afril, 1879.

A Warrant dated the 4th of Apri, 1679, authorized the formation
of a new Pmepﬁry at~Lincoln, to be called the Temple Bruer Pre-
ceptory. a5,

Great Priory was informed that the Grest Priory of Canad,
on the 11th of October, 1878, elected Sir Knight Erars Holmes, P

‘Grand Provost, and K,C.T., Representative from the Great Priory of |

Canada to the Great Priory of England and Wales, with- the rank
Provincial Prior of Oanada, vice Bir Knight Richard Woof, deceased.

eting in |
An equg
the Order ‘
Great P

The Gres
Lathom, ha
detained in f
Present,

That His
Priory, was
stanoes,

The Com



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, ng:’

Beyond election, appointment, and installation of officers;
no farther business was transacted, Eleven postulants:
were admitted into ttie Order of Malta, .

1880,

Great Priory convened on the 14th of May of this year,
the Great Prior on the Throne, and a fall representation of"
Great Officers and members, The Great Officers settled a
diffionlty arising in the Province of Bombay. The Council
reports:— : =

The Warrant, dated the 20th ‘November, 1877, of the Mount Carmel’
Preceptory, intended to be held at the Kangra Valley, Palumpar, in
the Punjab, in the Province of Bengal, was returned by the Very
Eminent Prior of that Province, Sir Enight the Honorable H, T,
Prinsep, on the 18th December, 1879, for the reason that the Precep-
tory could not be opened owing to the inability to asgemble a sufficient
number of Knights for that purpose.

'

The Great Prior said that he had great pleasure in stating that Hig.
Royal Highness, Prince Leopold, had consented to accept the office of
Constable in  Great Priory. His Royal Highness would, doubtless,
have been present on that occasion if he had not been, at that Ppartiou-
lar time, on the high seas on his journey to Canada. He (the Great
Prior) hoped that the Prince would be able to attend the Great Priory

eting in D, ber next.

, 1879, the
he Throne,

1e command
it Priory in
r Hertford-
Nottingham. |
ruary, 1879; |
ipson Lloyd |

An equal number as of last year were created Knights of -
the Order of Malta. . ;

Great Priory again convened on 10th December, 1880;—

The Great Sub-Prior stated that the Great Prior, the Earl of-
Lathom, had written & letter expresaing his groat regret that he was.

detained in the North of England, and therefore unable to be
Ppresent, % ; :’m s ‘

That His Royal Highness Prince Leopold, Constable of Great.

Priory, was also prevented from attending by unavoidable ofroum. .
stances,

e formation |
Bruer Pre.

of Canads,
Imes, Past

0.

The Qounoil had to repor the death, on the 2nd of Bep-.




48 NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA,

tember last, of the Provincial Prior of the City and County
of  Bristol, aud of Gloucestershire, Sir Knight Samuel
Bryant, M.D., K.0.T., who was deeply and deservedly re.
spected in his Province. The Order held a high place in
his esteem and veneration, and, by his desire, he was habit-
ed after death and buried in the clothing of a Knight:
Templar. The death, on the 18th of Ootober last, of the
Reverend John Huyshe, M.A., G.0.T., who for many years
held the office of Provincial Grand Commander of the Pro-
vince of Devon, and also that of Deputy Grand Master: The
interestahe took in the welfare and prosperity of the Order
was well known and appreeiated, and the Council desired
to place on record its sense of the value of the services he
for many years rendered to the Order, and of the loss it has
sustained in the'death of one of its oldest and most promin-
ent members, Also on the 21st of November instant, of the
Provincial Prior of Cornwall, Sir Knight Colonel John
Whitehead Peard, and on the 11th of October last, in Bar-
badoes, that of Captain Peter Herbert Delamere, Past Pro-

vincial Grand Commander of the West Indies.

Bir Enight J. W. Peard was world-wide known as
“ Garibaldi’s Englishman,” and accompanied the Liberator
of Italy as his Aide-de-Camp on all his expeditions, . He
'Was an unerring rifle shot.

Directions were given for the issue of Warrants for the
holding of the following Preceptories, viz., The Jamaica, to
be stationed at Kingston, Jamaica, in the Provinee of the
West Indies; The Natalia, to be holden at Pietormaritzburg, |
Natal, in the Province of South Africa; and the Royds, to :
meet in Manchester, in the Province of Lancashire. :

The Great Sub-Prior said:—

g ‘ b 4

He thought the Great, Priory should not pass over in silence ong
death that had ocourred. Ho referred to that ef the late |
Reverend John Huyshe, Past Provincial Grand Commander of the 1
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POREIGN CORREBPONDENOE. 4
Province of Devon, and Past Deptty Grand Master. Very many of
those present would remember him well, For many years he took an
uﬁvepﬂhmom.mdmmblynwﬂthdrmenlm
Ings, and in the absenoe of the Graud Master he presided. They had
nsunhﬂmuthondmh‘gedhlubhluhhme,mdﬂl'wmd
his courtesy and kindness, He, the Great Sub-Prior, was desirous,
and therefore moved, that the Great Priory should agree to an 6X00D-.
tional record of its sense of the loss the Order had sustained by his.
decease,

8ir Enight J. B. Curteis said he willingly séconded the motion, He
was very glad to find such a motion emanate from the obair; @s being,
the highest authority. He had known the late Rev. John Huydhe
well, and had worked with hitn, . "To know him was to love him; ahd.
he was, in Dovonshire, looked up to ‘as'a father in oconnection with
Freemasonry,

1881. §

Great Priory assemblod on 18th May, 1881, Qol. Shadwell -
H. Qlarke, Great Bub-Prior, on the Threne,

The Great Sub-Prior said that he ‘wished, before the Muster Roll
was called, to state the reason for the absence that day of the Great
Prior, the Earl of Lathom. Some of the members present were
doubtless aware that his Lordship had recently suffered a family
bereavement in the death of his sister, and this sad event precluded.
him for the present from attending public meetings.

There is nothing of note in the report of the Couneil,

‘The Order of Malta was ‘dotiferred upon’ six cahdidates.

Bir Knight W. Tinkler, Vice-Ohanoellor, 93, Chancery
““Lane; London, W. 0.
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 ALABAMA, 1850,

The Graid Commandery of the State of Alsbama ‘son.
vened its Twentieth Annual Conclave, at Cyrene Command.

19th day of May, 1880, E. Sir Kt. William '8, Foster,
Grand Commander. 4

i

QA The address of thy Grand Commander speaks of the bright
= prospects of the Orfer in his Jurisdiotion, and a pleasing im-
provement in public affairs in ‘his State. (The rest i8 de-
voted to topies of local interest. Of the ity of Birming.
ham it ig said that it is surrounded by enough iron and eoal
to make it, eventually, one of the largest ities in the sonth,
It has grown up within the decade from a cotton and com
field, to be a city of from six to eight thousand inhabitants,
It has a large and elogant court-house, churches of all the
different denominations, a large and commodions lodge-room,
water-works, and handsome storehonges, i

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is brief, but to the
> point. Canada, as usual, receives kindly mention, and the

is expressed that your Committee’s reply to Mississippi’s ob-
jootions to titles of honor, in addition to Masonie adjunets,
entitles the writer *to go up head.”

<1881,

“The Grand Commandery of the ‘Btate of Alabama son.
"vened its Twenty-first Annual Conolave in the City of Mo-
bile, on Wednesdsy, the 18th day of May, 1881, E. Sir K¢, |
-Btephen Henry Beasley, Grand Oommander. ]

Grand Offioers and Representatives of six out of eleven
‘Commanderies. b

. The Grand Commsnder's Address is brief, but pointed.

«ery, No. 10, in the City of Birmingham, on Wednesday, the

Groat Prior's Address is carefully epitomized. The opinion |

Bir Kt. Daniel Sayre, Grand Recorder, Monigomery, Ala, |
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Ho reports general prosperity in his- jurisdiotion, and of the
last Triennial says:—

“It was the great event of this age. None of those present will
ever forget the genial interchange of courtesies and hospitalitiés, the
hearty, genuine, and cordial greeting among the members of our
Order.” ; ;

The official proceedings were entirely routine, but

“The members of the Grand Commandery were most hospitably
entertained by the two Commanderies in Mobile. o

* The trip down the bay, on the good Steamer ¢ Mary Morgan,’ was
everything that. could be wished for. Firat, they visited the iron
teaxship ¢ Regent,’ commanded by Companion D glas, which was
rigged ont in all her gala day attire. Then they crossed the bar, and
proceeded past Sand Island light, and into the Gulf of Mexico.

“ Returning, they stormed Fort Morgan, of which they took pos-
session without firing & gun. But of course the garrison knew there
was no use contending against such a force as that on the ¢ Mary
Morgan.’ -

* Then, the expedition proceeded to Point Clear, which they found
evacnated.

‘“And then, there being no more ' laurels to be won, the steamer
headed for Mobile, which the Sir Knights reached in time to enjoy an
elegant supper at the Battle House.”

8ir Kt. Daniel Sayre contributes oxfe of his always soholarly
and conrteous reports. Oanada for 1880 received & brief
notios, dismisging tis with & short resume of our Conglave,
and an equally brief extract from the Great Prior’s Address,
prefaced by these words:— i

"Thersismnchlnﬁhuel’mbudinguwe would like to lay before

the Bir Knighta of Alabama, but we should have to republish the

whole address of the Great Prior, which is impossible.”
Ho gives the origin of the name of his State:—
* The Creek Indians, 8o the story runs, were in quest of a home.
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mmmw‘m,mamﬂmmmu-mh&m
Atlongah.wenyduoot-m.thaynﬂvodonmbmhotmbqn-
tiful river that traverses our State, The Prospect was delightful,
Botomthem,inthewm,thammjnwgoingdm. On the
right, beyond the river, was & rich and verdant plain, On the lefs

Rere we rest!”

The Ohairman of this Oommim_e ooneurs in the follow. |
» ingi—

"Tharemtwoﬁhingatobeoonﬂderoahwﬂﬂngultepoztonw
respondence—first, what will prove aoceptable and useful information
‘to the members of the Grand Commandery for which it is written;
second, what will show off the dexterity, and sharpness, and wit; of

the writer. Thaﬂ.rstlsparﬁonlirlytobéltﬁendedh; the latter ia to
be avoided.”

And again;—

P "—\ : E
“ And thus we bring our labors to% alose. We have written under
many disadvantages; but we have held communication with some of |
the best spirits of the Order. With the views of all we have not |
always agreed. Bnti!wehd,weahouldbavehdvcrylitﬂotouy.
It is diversity of opinion that makes intercourse pleasant. Whare'ws |
have differed from others, we trust we have differed conscientiously,
It is the confliot of opinion that makes light. The steel and the flint

motoppoﬂeewnm.bntwm.mynﬁke.m is the result, and
fire is light.”

8ir Kt. Daniel Sayre, Montgomery, Grand Recorder and
Ohairman F. C. ;

ARKANSAS, 1879-80, ;

The Proceedings of this Grand Body for three years, bonnd |
in one small volume, are before us, . by :

They were ohieﬂf routine, and there is no’ Report on
. "Foreign Oorresponidence, ; .
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Bir Enight J. A, Henry, Grand Recorder, Little Rook,
k

CALIFORNIA, 1880,

The Grand Commandery of Knights Tomplar of the State
of California commenced its twenty-second Annug] Conolave
at the Masonio Temple, in the city of San Francisco, on
Friday, the 16th day of April, A, D. 1880, R. E. Sir K¢,
Alfred Aug, Redington, Grand Commander,

Fifteen Commanderies were represented,
The Grand Commander states:—

Although the community in which we live has been disturbed by
the deep mutterings of discoatent, among the membors of our Order
there is heard no sound of discord, envy, or strife; peace and harmony
reign within our Asylum, as it ever should amorg the members of this
valiant, magnanimous, and Christian Order.

The Report on Foreign Con;espondénce is & more than
usually extensive and able one, 1t states :—

In examining the Pproceedings of our sister Grand Bodies, we have
een gratified to note the perfest harmony which exista from Canada
to Texas, and from the shores of the Atlantio to where the
fic bathes the golden strand.

And farther; —

The proceedings from Canada do not appear to have bheen
received for g period of two years. The revieweg therefore
adopted with approval the resume thereof made by the Com.
mittes from Conmestiout, The comments on Canada from
the pen of other reviewers are alss Iargely made use of,

5
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In commenting on & proposed Templar Relief Association
the writer interjbots his views in these words:—

We shall expect to hear next of a Knights Templar'’s Fire Insur-
ance Company, or Jockey Club, or some other kindred absurdity. We
think the Order should keep its skirts clear of all such schemes, as
they are generally inaugurated to give profitable employment to d\f
individuals who are too indolent to procure it in a legitimate man
and frequently such enterprises have proved to be swindles, whii
afforded relief to none but their projectors,

Bir Kt. Thomas Henry Hubbard, Grand Recorder, San
Francisco.

1881.

The. Gmnd Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Cahforma commenced its twenty.third Annual Conclave
in the city of San Francisco, on Friday, the fifteenth day of
April, A. D. 1881, present: Grand Officers and Representa-
tives from all the Commanderies, being seventeen in number.

The Grand Commander sesms to have visited all the
Subordinate Bodies owing him allegiance.  As to No. 1, and
its uniform, he says:—

If this Commandery would only doff their unkmghtly and unsol-
dierly uniform, I think the chance for their becoming true soldiers of
the Temple would be considerably enhanced. The Templars, from
their organization in 1118, to the day of their suppression in 18183,
wore the garb of a soldier of the period in which they lived. Their
dress was then, and must be to-day, soldierly in its character and ap-
pearance, If mantle or cloak be'Worn, it must be white; black was
delegated entirely to the serving brethren. It is one of the grand
mysteries where California Commandery, No. 1, derived the ides of
clothing a Modern Knight Templay in the costume ot & Spanish Cav-
alxer or court; favorite under Charles the II.

And again on the subject of nniform:—

~To my mind it is time that it was written all over Templardom,
and branded into the i of every Templar in this’ fair land,

that it is the building up and creating of a higher, nobler, purer and.
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mere exalted manhood that we labor for, and not merely the perfect.
ing'of a military drill and the formation of a showy military company,

Y, .
pete with our Yolunt fire-brigades and war.like State militia,
for the applause of the rabble or the dation of the multj de.

Interesting details are given as to.the Triennia] Conclave
to be held in San Franoisco in 1888. The address is one of
far more than ordinary ability, and in point of thought
and research is the Dpeer of any,

Canada both for 1878 and 1879 received due prominence,
In the Report on Foreign Correspondence of 1879, the
reviewer says:— :

The address of the Great Prior, like all other dooumentg emanating
from that accomplished Freemason and Knight Templar, which have
come to our notice, is replete with matters of general interest ang
sound common sense, Its perusal has afforded us a literary feast not
often enjoyed in papers of this character, and, had we 8pace, we would
gladly copy it entird, that every Knight Templar in this Jurisdiction
might read and be benefited thereby. !

Although the “Convent Geoneral,” ag the Great Prior observes

existence de jure; and, while

may be abolished de JSacto, it still has an
this the fact, we do not see how the G

the Great Priory of Canada, or either of its co-subordinates of Eng.
land and Ireland, as independent Bovereign Grand Bodies, Ppartion,
larly as negotiations are pending between the Grand Encampment
and Convent General for 8 treaty, by/which our intercourse with the
Templar bodies under its jurisdiotion sh 1ld be regulated Until offi.
cially informed that Convent General has, ceased to exist, it appears
to us that, in common courtesy to “bhat august body, the Grang En.

campment must decline to treat either of its congtituents as inde-
Pendent and Eovereign Bodies, i

Our Canadian Fratres must not feel annoyed if our Grand Encamp-
ment declines to acknowledge their sovereignity, when even their
Great Prior is the appointee of the Prince of Wales, and holds hig

‘office at his will and pleasure,

Can any body be independent and govereign whose head ig liable to
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Templarism in the United States is an anomaly, We emblazon
the Cross upon our Banners. Our ritual teaches that the Order was
founded upon the religion of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; yet
we admit to our membership those who deny the divinity of Christ,
which is the very foundation of the Christian religi

'

It we admit that our Order is founded upon the Christian religion
—as all our lessons and lectures teach—how can we avoid the con-
olusion that a belief in the dootrine of the Trinity is indispensable to
membership?

‘We do not know what alterations may have been made in the ritual

of some of the Eastern jurisdictions for the purpose of admitting Uni. -

tarians, but we do not hesitate to say that, according to the ritual as
practiced in California, a Unitarian could no more conscientiously
receive the Order of the Temple, than could a Jew or a Mahomedan

We mentally shiike hands with the Great Prior. He evidently
desires to keep up an outward show of courtesy and cordiality
towards the Templars of the United States, but inwardly he
doubtless cherishes a hearty contempt for an Order which, profess.
ing to be Knights Templar, repudiates the cardinal principles of Tem-
plarism, and relies for its chief attractions upon brass, tinsel, fuss and
feathers, .

And under 1880:—

. The Address of the Great Prior is as usual an interesting and valu-
able paper. He is sensitive upon the point of the absolute independ-
enoe of his Great Priory, and explains its position with regard to the
union with the Great Priories of England and Ireland. Upon this
point we do not desire to waste ink in argument; but we cannot make

it clear to our understanding how a body which acknowledges a supe-

rior head, and whose chief officer holds hid position at the will and
pleasure of that head, can consider itself absolutely independent.

. To those interested in the study of Templar history, this able ad-
dress, and the accompanying papers will be read with avidity. The
relationship of the Order to Frqsmn,sonry in general i clearly defined,
and the diff bet: the Bystem as practiced in Great Britain
and the Colonies, and that of the United States, are distinctly set
forth.

The belief in the divinity of Christ is the corner-stone of the Order,

+' Take that away, and our vows are keries, our cer sense- . |
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less mummeries, and the lessons which our ritual teaches are delu-
wions and lies. We do not think with our esteemed frater, that * the
opinions and argumentation of Colonel Moore on this subject will
have but little weight here among Templars who espouse the belief-
in the Trinity.” On the oontrary, we believe that his well-grounded
and felicitously exprossed views will lead many fo ponder deeply
‘upon & subject to which they have hitherto given but little reflection.

The report is voluminous both in extrasts and original mat-
ter. It is from the able and learned pen of Bir Knight
Thomas H. Caswell, of San Francisco, who is both Chair-
man of Foreign Correspondence and Grand Recorder.

COLORADO, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Colorado
met in Annual Conclave at Colorado Commandery, No, 1,
in Denver, on Friday, Septomber 24th, A, D. 1880. Sir K.
James M. Btrickler, D. G. Q.

Three Commanderies represented.

Proceedings, routine.
No Report on Foreign Correspondence.

CONNECTICUTT, 1880,

The regular Annual Conclave of this Commandery con-
vened at Waterbury, on Tuesday, March 16th, 1880,

R. E. Bir Charles 'W. Carter, of Norwich, Grand Com-
mander, :

.. Ten Commanderies ropresented.
There is nothing to notice in the proceedings,
Canada received due mention, as this will attest:—

*“In his learned address to the anmual assembly the Great Prior,
Moore, returns to the;subject-of uniting the Canadian grand body to
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: e

that of the United States, and sums up the whole matter by deciding
that it cannot/be one, in consequence of the dissimilarity of the two-
gystems. Templarism in Canada is based upon the doctrine of the-

“Holy Trinity,” as Masonry is on a belief in God. A Unitarian can.
B0 more he Templar than an Atheist can be.a Mason.”
»

And again:—

*A wide difference of opinion exists also.in regard to costume and:
military drill. Our Canadian friends do not believe in processions,
Bor ‘in the cocked hat and feathers.” These are d d as modern.
ocontrivances, and unworthy the accepted characteristios of the order,
So, we suppose, both sides must agree to disagree, and each go on in
its own way to work out such results as may seem good, and of good
report,”

i

¢ Political and national events have nothing to do with Masonry,
but when ¢the Supreme Grand Master of the Order’ is selected be-
cause of his artificial rank and royal birth; we could not willingly
woknowledge allegiance to such a selection, If the Prince of Wales
were -chosen for such a position because of his. superior Masonio
wisdom and virtues, as no one pretends.that he is, there could be no
more objection to serving under him than under & wise and accom-.
Pplished blacksmith, operative masen or carpenter. Is it not strain-
ing a point for our Canadian friends to ask us to participate in
violating, as they do in this, one of the foundation principles "ot
Masonry, while they are holding up their hands in horror at our
harmless and pretty ¢cocked hat and feathers,’ and pinning us to
doctrinal tests which have no relation to the practical duties of a
Ohristian life?”

This is fairly and courteously put, and no doubt suficient- ,

ly expresses the American Templar's views from his stand-
point. : ;

Sir Knight John H. Stedman, Grand Recorder; Norwich.r

1881. :
The fifty-fourth Annual Conelave of this Grand Com-

mandery convened at Meriden, on Tuesday, March 15th, .

A. D., 1881, :
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R. E. Bir Charles W. 8kif5, of Now Haven, Grand Com- |
mander.

.

Ten Commanderies again answered the roll call,

These are the remarks of the G. C. on the demonstration
at Chicago last August:—

“ That the Grand Parade of the Templars assembled was magnifi-
cent and colossal in numbers, none can or will attempt to deny. Of
course the elegance of design and richness of decorations, emblems,
uniforms, fine music, with the accompanying pomp and martial array
of the occasion, reminded those who were permitted to participate
and behold it in all its glory, of the splendors pourtrayed in Oriental
tales. Of the accommodations for the great crowd, the least said the
better, for Grand Officers, as well as members of subordinate Com-
manderies, were packed six or eight in rooms none too large or well
ventilated for two persons. But when it came to getting meals, the
crowd was g0 great, that it was fonnd necessary to have the servants
feed, in order to be sure of getting our own feed. The Triennial Com-
mittee had led every one to supposs, by their advance circulars sent out:
months before, that at least those who complied with their directions
would be well provided for. I presume that the Committes did as
well as they could under the ciren , but their invitations were
80 cordial, snd promises so brilliant, that the arrangements were all
broken up by the acceptance in overwhelming numbers of, the hespi-
talities extended, Of the doings of the Grand Encampment, owing
to the unfavorable location of the building in the camp ground, and
but a short distance from a railvoad, upon which were constantly
oving trains, and the, superabundance of music from the bands
located in the camp ground, where was erected the building for the
Conclaves of the Grand Encampment, it was a very difficult under-
taking to be heard. Of the transactions of the Grand Encampment,
Irogret to say I can give you but little, if any abstract, as the printed
proceedings have not yet been distributed, It did two things, we are
sure of, viz: to elect officers and adjourn, of which the last was the ;
best thing.”

The writer having been present on the oceasion feels it
just to say that he was neither over-charged, over crowded,
or under-fed. ¥ : By

In reviewing Canada the Committee say:—
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! Great Prior Modre attempts to settle the relations between the
Templars of the United States and those of Canada,”

*We suppose things must remain as they are until Canada becomes
a part of our political system, when Templarism will be recogniged
not; as a system for the cloister and the closet, but as an active agency

for good among the social and material influences that surround us in
the journey of!life.” :

ILLINOIS, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Illinois
assembled at their Twenty-fourth Annual Conclave, in the
city of Chicago, on Tuesday, the 26th day of October, 1880.

R. E, 8ir Kt. Charles Moody Morse, Grand Commander,

Grand officers andirepresentatives of 49 Commanderies,
The Grand Commander observes:—

The past has been an eventful year in the history of our order,
showing a larger increase in our ranks than ever before, and probably
larger than ever ocourred in any State in one year. It was easily
seen that the Conclave of the Grand Encampment to be held in our
Btate would bring together a larger number of Templars than were
ever before assembled. A desire to participate in the pleasures of
that occasion stimulated many to seek admission who had long con-
templated such a step. Some have feared that such a rapid growth
Wwas unhealthy, and that many would be admitted who would do us-
no credit. This fear may apply to any other year as well; it is a dan-
ger in all years; but from information in reply to numerous inquin’es,
I doubt if the proportion of unworthy admitted has been greater than
in any previous year.

The proceedings are largo’y eXtended by the reports of the
Triennial Committee, - ‘

Two new Commanderies were chartered, one in Chicago,

making five in all in that city. We note that Apollo, No.
1, numbers over 700 members,

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the Iparned
pen of 8ir Kt. Theodore T. Gurney, Canada for 1879 Teceiv-
, ing full mention, The reviewer 8ays:—
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The address of the Great Prior opens with a brief allusion to the
practical independence of, the Grand Priory of Convent General; but
we canngt understand its independent Bovereignty, so long as the

His Royal Highness the Grand Mas-

of the impression that the Canadian

relation to Convent General as does a

country to our Grand Encampment.

Last year we were inclined to think otherwise: but the address under
review, confirms our former understanding of the matter.

We fail to comprehend the logic of resolutions adopted declaring
the Great Priory the * Peer of any and all independent Greas Prior-
ies, Grand Encampments, etc,” We do not for a moment question the
right or propriety of continuing in a subordinate position for the sake
«of having His Royal Highness, the Prince of ‘Wales, at the head of the
Order. Yet it is difficult under such a condition of existence, to un-
derstand the foregoing claims of our sister jurisdiction, Webster de-
fines & peer *‘an equal, one of the same rank.” We think with Pro-
vinoial Prior, Sir Knight Robert Marghall, * that the frue interests of
the Order would be materially promoted, not only in this Province,
but throughout Canada, if our Great Priory, in reality, eénjoyed all
the functions of a supreme and independent governing body of the
‘Order of the Temple.” If it is not invested with Such independent
prerogative, it cannot be classed as a peer, 80 it seems to us,

On the subject of *Out-door Costume and Military Drill,” the
‘Great Prior is somewhat confused. The pressure js strong for a
change; but he Properly insists upon retaining the vestments of a
Templar (except upon particular occasions), so long.as it is pretended
that we represent the knighthood of the past. On, this side of the
tiver it is not supposed that we remote resemble anything, either in
equipment or ritual, except the fancigg of men who introduced our
gystem. - We have followed these up, with some changes, and only
those that were likely to popularize the institution and make its
externals more attractive to the young.

It is true that we wear the cross and emblazon it upon our stand-
ards, but permit it to represent the Christ of the Apostles, Parker, or
Renan as ocoasion or interest demands, This is not Templary. It
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h Our ystem is very attractive, but it cannot beat inspection;
too olosely ‘We claim to be nght;s of the Temple, but it is only s
clasim—neither equipments or rituals giving us any apology to insist
upon sach distinction, = Our hearts are in the right direction, but an:
early education has destroyed our good looks.

The report on correspondence is by V. E. Sir Knight George H. |
Da.rtnell is a faithful review of the preceedings of Grand G

eries, but as usual he is not much disposed to introduce assents or
dissents. Illinois is courteously noticed, and our remarks of lask
Yyear largely and approvingly quoted.

We hope soon to see him and many others from Canada.

Of Englang (1880) it is said:—

Great Priory publishes its muster roll of officers for the year com.
mencing the 14th day of May. The only interest the average Ameri-
oan reader would take in this roll, is in knowing the various- parts of
the globe occupied by the valiant knights of the mother-country,
Preceptories are found in Bengal,-Bombay, West Indies, Chins,
Ceylon, South Africa, Australia, Burmah and \Mndms.

In discussing the Trinitarian test with St Kt. Drummond,
of Maine, the writer says:—

We believe, with Sir Enight Drummond, that a principle is in-
volved, and of more consequence than is generally apprehended. It
is trup that the word Trinity is not used in our rituals, but itis
equally true that they recognize the divinity of Christ from beginning
toend. The first impression of every initiate will demonstrate the |
fact, that it is Christ the Redeemer, Son of God, that is presented for
his contemrlation. Now, we will not insist that anti-trinit
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the subject. We should have a foundation upon which to rest, and
) let this foundation be the test of membership. ‘

In this, as well as upon other important questions the Grand Bod: |
has been unwarrantably remiss, and as a consequence our ranks em: |
brace men who have been willing to stultify their manhood to secure
tho eclat that attaches the official relations with the fraternity, Oat::
fundamental law should express, in plain terms, all the conditions of
membership. We are quite as willing as is Sir Knight Drummond |
that a person’s peculiar theological views of Christ should be respect
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ed; but we do protest that no man should be acoepted who rejects the-.
Christian religion in eny aud all of its forms. Let him be Trinitarian
or Unitarian, as we ordinarily understand these terms, and we will
not complain, but we will complain if rank infidelity is to be tolerated
in our Asylums, *

Discomforts in connection with the “* Triennial are thus
exonsed:—

The reader will please bear in mind that the sudden injection of
200,000 people into the largest city of our continent would induce, .
under the most favorable ciroumstances, confusion and disappoint-
ment, We anticipated a large number of Knights and visitors; these
were provided for; but when on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, many
Commanderies made their appearance in the absence of any notice o
the Committee, and when rosters of Commanderies were not farnish-
ed the Committee (till their arrival), and when in a large majority of
oases Commanderies exceeded their rosters, it does not require a large
t of mental capaci y to comprehend the disturbance that must
bave followed. If the Commandery had been a military organization,
governed and controlled by army discipline, thig surplus, thrown upon
the Committee without a note of warning, would have been driven
from their quarters, already assigned to others, and made to provide
for themselves as best they could; but being brethren, and our duty
being to do the best thing possible under the circumst; , the Com.
mittee were censured for the inconvenience, that this effort to accom-

1als, but it is
om beginning
onstrate the
presented for:
i-trinit

te all entailed upon those who had perfected tl}eir arrangements.

And finally arrives at this conclusion: —

As o demonstration, we think the gathering and all the exercises

Incampment |
cussion upon |

to rest, and |

Grand Body
ir ranks em- ¢
od to seonre |
ernity, Our

ttending it was a notable 8ucoess; not only in numbers, but in every-
thing that was anti ipated in ting the th ds that r P d
every oivilized nity of this continent. We could submit to
much inconvenience—we conld see our plans disturbed and our tents
appropristed—we could endure heat, perspiration and fatigne, and
feel a thousand times thankful for the inestimable boon of meeting.
with the multitude that greeted us by their presence. Ithas been.

. the event of a life time, Who of us will again witness such an out- .

Pouring?
Sir Kt. Gilbert W, Barnard, Chicago, Grand Recorder,
Sir Kt. Theodore T. Gurney, Chicago, Chairman F. (.
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INDIANA, 1880.

The twenty-sixth Annual Conclave of the Grand Com-
*mandery'of Knights Templar of the State of Indiana, was
held in the Masonic Temple, in the City of Indianapolis, on
Tuesday, the twenty-seventh day of April, A.D. 1880, Grand
- Officers and Representatives from 26 out of 27 Commanderies.
R, E. Bir Kt. Salathiel T Williams, Gra1d Commander.

The Address of the Grand Commander is chiefly a record
of his official acts and decisions, and the Proceedings call for
~no remark,

Sir Kt. Charles Cruft contributes a carefully digested and
well arranged Report on Foreign Correspondence. Canada
“for 1879 receiving mention in its tarn, The Report says:—

The courtesy of Daniel Spry, of Barrie, Ontario, prompted him to
turnish to this Grand Body the Address of the Great Prior, and ‘the

agenda (advance programme) of Proceedings with some notes thereto, '

" The Address of Colonel MacLeod Moore was, as'usual, very instrue.
tive and entertaining, The portion devoted to the local affairs of the
* Great Priory was well presented.

And in comment:—
y
Of course there is a radical difference between the Templar systems

- of Great Britain and the United States on the matter of belief in the
Trinity. The former:gystem is Trinitarian. The American system

is silent on this subject, and not only permits Unitarians to enter the |

“Orders, but welcomes them. In faot, the latter system makes no test
* of dogmas of religious belief, whatever. Herein it is better adapted to
“the average American mind.’ The opinions and argumentations of

‘Colonel Moore, on this subject, will havfbut little weight here, among |
Templars who espouse the belief in the Trinity, The general driftof |

opinion in this country is to ignore the requirement of any such tests
and to leave free the mind of each individual Knight in all such
matters, )

Colonel Moore, as is well known, is an opponent of out-door costume
and military drill, and devotes some 8paoe, again, to & discussion of

“this subject, which is interesting; but lack of space prevents its re.

publication.

And a
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And again:—
The learned Great Pyior hag devoted great labor and research, and

has had excellent opportunities so to do, to tracing out the history of
the chivalrous (%ders of Knighthood and endeavoring to ascertain

the origin of the

nnection between them nd Freemasonry, and get
at the reason of t|

e matter,

The distinguished Great Prior very justly deprecates all further
tempts to add to the present list of the high sounding titles of the
Orders. They are already sufficiently pompous, and even ridical
to the common mind; There is much needed reform in this..
direction.

8ir Knight John M. Bramwell, Indianapolis, Grand Re-
corder. i

Bir Knight Charles Cruft, Terrehaute, Chairman F. C.

1881.

The twenty-seventh Annual Conolave of the Grand Com-..
mandery of Knights Templar of the State of Indiana was.
held in the City of Indianapolis, on Tuesday, the twenty-.
sixth day of April, A, D. 1881. Grand Officers and Repre-
sentatives from 28 out of 29 Cummanderies were present.
R. E. Sir Kt. Henry G. Thayer, Grand Commander.,

The\Grand Commander reports:—

1t is with great satisfaction that I report that prosperity and ham
mony prevail among the Subordinate Commanderies; courtesy has
uniformly characterized the intercourse of the Fratres, and earnest.
ness and zeal have been manifested in the work, Two hundred and
forty-three 8ir Knights have been added to our roster, and there are
now in Indiana nineteen hundred and seventy-eight affiliated
Templars,

And gives his experience of our last Triennial in these
words:— ;

Notwithstanding the Western Metropolis had on all previous great
ocoasions proved herself fully equal to'the task of furnishing ample ..
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~accommodation for the peaceful armies that had from time: to ti'mo
and although the com.
mittees had called into requisition every available meang for the en-
“tertainment of their Templar guests and visiting friends, they were on
this ocoasion overwhelmed by the mere force of numbers, the appar.
~ently countless host that came to participate in, or witness the grand.

invaded her hdmes and tested her hospitality,

est pageant of the century,

-complaint,

come.

events of those August days which filled the newspaper press of the
country, and adorned the pages of our Masonic Pperiodicals,
sembling of men in the pride of their strength, the knightly

hospitali.
ties extended and received, the renewal of old friendships

and forma.

tion of new ones, the army of Sir Knights in their elegant uniforms
and insignia, waving banners that bespoke sweet peaco instead of

cruel war, and knightly courteby instead of mutual strife, the inspira-
tion of music coming from near and far, the gorgeous picture Ppresent.
ed by the night scene on the lake beneath the silent stars, all this,

and very much more, will live in memory, * a thing of beauty and &

. joy forever.”

-~

And concludes; —

Reverting to the history of the past year, and its effect on the think.
ing men of the age, the Order of Knights Templar kias made grand
progress in the estimation of those ‘who create and mould publie

* opinion. The press and the pulpit have paid honorable testimony to
the influence of an Order that still upholds the Cross it once so vali-
-antly defended. . 2

There is nothing farther to note in the Proceadings.
The Report on Foreign Oorrespondence for this year is

It would have been a miracle indeed if, among so vast a concourse
‘of human beings, each demanding shelter, sustenance and social en-
joyment, there had not been instances of discomfort, and cause for

But not even the mest prejudiced will deny that the Sir Knights of
Apollo, 8t. Bernard and Chicago Commanderies, after months of busy
Ppreparation, were still untiring in their efforts to entertain the Fratres
and strangers within their gates, and to make the occasion one to live
in memory and challenge competition thnoughout the land in years to

It would be idle for me to supplement the glowing accounts of the
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from the scholarly pen of Sir Enight Charles Cruft, review-
ing all cognate Proceedings for 1880, except Massachusetts
and West Virginia, of which it is said:—

The Preceedings of Massachusetts and Rhode Island have ngt, as
yet, been published. West Virginia held no Conclave in 1880. .

In regard to Sir Knight John W. Simons’ views on the
‘Trinitarian question, it is said;:—

Most- Templars will agree with these views—even the very rigid
‘Trinitarians. It may be a fact that the original Templars held to the
dogma, as Col. Moore, of Canada, and many other eminent Fratres of
England and #¥is country argue, and try to demonstrate; still, the
fact is that it never held place in the American Templary system,
and it is now too late to incorporate it therein as a Pre-requisite either
to entrance or membership. Let us have Ppeace on this as well as all
other controversies.

Canada for 1880 is not omitted. The Great Prior’s Ad-
dress is thus summarized;—— : t

The Address of Great Prior Colonel Moore discussed general Temp-
lar topics. He describes the status and union of National Great
Priories, under the British system of Templary, at some length. He
then passes to the discussion of the ** direct descent theory,” as it is
cilled to distinguish it from the theory of the * Masonic origin of
Templary,” He avows his adherence to the former theory, and pre-
septs his argument,

Colonel Moore holds extreme opinions in regard to the proper
doctrines of the Orders. He regards the Templar Order, from its in-
oeption, a8 strictly Trinitarian, and that none should take it unless
they fully accept the doctrine of the Trinity. He ridicules the idea
of speaking of the Templar Order as g Masonic Order of Knjjght
hood.”

On the subji bt of *“The Cer ies and Doctrine of the United
Orders,” his views, of course, are in direct opposition to those held by
the Templars of the United States as a class. The Orders in this
sountry were “framed without recoguition of the “dogma of the
Trinity,” and it does not enter into the American system as a pre-re-
Quisite to membership in any shape, nor does it appear in. any of its
Seremonials. . i
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With all such doctrinal difference, however, the relations between
the Templar bodies of Canada and the United States are very neigh.
borly and pl t, so far as visitation, ete., are concerned.

Colonel Moore thinks the differences between the Templars of
Canada and the United Btates, not only on the “ Trinitarian test,”
but because of the different views entertained by each of Templary,
would not render any union advisable.

It is stated:—

Efforts making, ir some quarters, to insist upon profession of ¢ the
dogma of the Trinity,” as a Ppre-requisite to Templar membership, are
creating discussion. It is not probable, however, that the views of
our English Fratres will be adopted in this country, or that the
present liberal features of tho * American system ” will be narrowed
down to any méte creed, however ancient or time-honored it may bhe
The late Grand Master placed this matter on rational grounds, and it
is probable that no learned di ions of the subjectwill change
them. -

And suggested that:—

The use of the word * Orders ” is preferable to  Order,” as applied
to the body of Knights Templar.

There are no such things as * degrees " in Templary. To speak of
the degree of “ Malta,” or ** Red Cross,” or the “ Temple,” is improper
and inexact. It should be Order of Malta, etc. The word * Masonie,"
as applied to Templar affairs, is; probably, improperly used. A learn.
ed Fratre speaks of the Templar Order as * this department of Ma-

sonry,” which is incorrect, as well as “ Masonic Knights Templar,” |

ete. The systems are separate and distinct as gvell a8 their nomen-
clature. y i

IOWA, 1879,

The Grand Commandery of the State of Towa 'met in its
Sixteenth Annual Conclave in the asylum of Ascalon Com- ‘

mandery, Waterloo, Oct. 28rd, 1879,
8ir Knight Frank Neeloy, R, E. Grand Commander,

Grand Officers and Representativos from 88 ont of 86 Com-
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manderies. The proceedings were routine, and eall’ for no
special remark. The Grand Recorder reports:

; ‘
* This year, for the first time since our existence as & Grand Com-
mandery, we omit the Preparation ahd publication of a report on cor-
respondence. In looking over the reviews of sister jurisdictions
noticing our action, I have noted a very general expression of regret;
at our action, as breaking a link in the chain of fraternal correspon-
dence among the bodies, and, judging from my own experience, our
Pproceedings will loose outside our own jurisdiction, and to many with-
in it, almost its only interesting feature, A report of the Pproceedings
of a Grand Body with only the barren routine of business done, be-
comes very jejune, and of only local interest, and to g great extent
ceases to maintain the standing of the body in the Masonio world,”

Sir Knight W. B. Langridge, Musecatine, Grand Recorder,

1880.

‘The Grand Commandery of the State of Towa met in ijtg .
Seventeenth Annual Conclave, in the city of Des Moines,
Oct. 6th, 1880. - =

Grand Officers and Representatives of 80 out of 86 Com.
manderies,

The address of the Grand Cbmmander is chiefly' a record

of official acts. He refers to the Triennial in the following
words:

“The parade, so far as the numbers engaged in it, elegance in design
and richness of emblems and uniforis, fine music, and all the accom.
panying pomp and circumstance and martial array is concerned, was
& complete success. Indeed, it was simply gorgeous, rivalling our
highest conceptions of the splendors portrayed in Osiental tales.
Waving plumes, flashing swords, golden banners, the short, sharp
word of command, braying brass, the steady tramp of the mai-ohi.ug
thousands of Templars, miles of strests packed with delighted spec-
tators—this was a picture to behold, the opportunity of a life-time, and
must have been seen to be fully appreciated,

* On the whole, this was a most important gathering, ag much, or
more 80, than has ever before assembled under the auspices of the
Masonio Order, and it will go down in history as one of the notable .
eveuts of this year and age.”

6 ‘
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The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of would
the Grand Revorder, Sir Knight Wm. B, Langridge. His ] Master
experience of the Grand Encampment was much the same shonld

j ; while {
a8 our'own. He says: of thos

high di
undres
carved,
among
king.’

“We attended the Triennial gathering in Chicago, hoping to be
able to attend the sessions’ of the Grand Encampment. It is not
P necessary to speak of the ‘sub tantive vastness’ of that o ion; it is
’ sufficiently well-known to all. One of the great objects which moved
us to attend was a desire to meet with many whom we have known
for years, but have never met face to face; the other, to attend the
sessions of the Grand Encampment and report in this paper its' prin-
cipal action. In both these plans we were in the main disappointed.
We attended two sessions and we saw a number of friends; but the
heat of the weather, the great distances to be travelled to get any-
where, the immense crowd, and want of system and means of know.
ing where to find any one, rendered the visit to us in the main objects
a failure. Btill, while it was a grand pageant—the greatest of its
kind the world ever gaw, and we never expect to behold such another
—we hardly think thdt'‘ the fun pays for the candle,’

“Th
clave of
ing Pri
profess
be resci
campm
good pr
very sel
it also g
that Te;
seen B0 |

Canada’s proceedings for 1879. are discussed in a very

friendly spirit. He thinks our nomenclature is rather gran. He s
diose, and remarks on this head: :
S 3
* Our own republican plainness looks very ‘common-place alongside reports
such ore rotundo utterances. And we do not wonder that they claim ' ing * not
that their Great Priory is the peer of any and all ‘national’ bodies mander,
anywhere; and therefore, of course, the superior of our ‘mere muni- country
cipal organizations,’ the State Grand Commanderies.

“ This question of status is, on our side of the line, a little difficult i
to appreciate. 'We are ha.bitnn.teq to our system of bodies, one above “Our .
and ruling the other, corresponding to the idea of our American sys- All matt
tem of state and national governments, regarding our Grand Master i3 thorough
as we do our President, merely as the\bbad-servant of the partnership which ag
of citizens who have appointed him to'administer the laws they have ning to o
adopted, and do the duties they have assigned to him. In England ‘tees, only
and Canada the opposite is the case. It is not, therefore, strange
that our Canadian fratres are disappointed when some of our repub- 1
lican reporters mildly ridioule the idea of American Templars being ‘ This
swift to unite in elevating their Prince to the ‘headship of all English { :
speaking Templars,” and rather pettishly explain that ¢ the allegiance We do :

and does
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'would be due, not to.the Prince of Wales, but to the Supreme Grand
Master of the Order.’ Alas! that our education this side of the line
should have been 80 modern, making us unable to worship the officer
while forgetting the man, The world is retrograding. By the help
of those magicians, the 'Papers, we are getting so intimate with
high dignitaries that their lives are no longer to us sublime. A king
undressed is but a ‘forked radish with head most fantastioally
carved,’ and we have so many undressed sovereigns running at large

among us that we get to lose sight of the * sanctity that doth hedge a
king.’

/
“The Great Prior recommended that the rule adopted at the con-
clave of 1878, requiring that all Knights from the United Btates visit-
ing Priories in Canada, as a condition of admission, be required to
profess a belief in the ‘dootrine of the Holy and Undivided Trinity,’
be rescinded, on the ground'that it is discourteous to our Grand En.
campment. * * » g, adoption of such a resolution ig
good proof of the entire orthodoxy of our Dominion brethren, as we
very seldom find pure orthodoxy and toleration in the same bed, and
it also gives a very strong confirmation of the Great Prior's dootrine
that Templarism is not in any sense Masonry—an idea we have never
seen go clearly proven ag by this action,”

He says of your Committes’s report:

it Knight G. H. F: Dartnell Presents another of his well-prepared
reports on correspondence. His notice of Towa is very brief, he find.
ing ‘ nothing to call for comment in the address of the Grand Com-
mander, nor in the proceedings,” Which is well, a8 ‘happy is that
‘country which has no annals,” 5

Under the head of England " will be found the following:

* Our English cousing have an excellent plan of doing business.
All matters coming up during recess go to the General Committee, who
thoroughly examine and digest it and report to the Grand Conclave
which adopts or rejects its aotion, It is similar to the course begin-
ning to obtain in our larger bodies, of referring everything to commit-

‘tees, only the General Committee containg and comprises them all,
-and does about the whole legislation of the Grand Body.”

This extract affords food ‘for reflection:— '

We do not desire to be flippant, or irreligious, but we do not admire
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playing at religion, this having * & thing they call worship of God to.
enaot,” this going to church with a brass band, in the dvess of a
Templar, which differs so entirely from our daily *rough habit” as
to prevent us from giving real attention to the usual ritualistio cere-
monial. ‘Worship of God is t00. sacred a thing to be profaned by being
“played at ” as soldiering is. For an army to kneel down just before
going into battle, where 50 many must meet sudden and violént
death, to ask the protection of God in their great danger, and with
hymn and prayer to exalt patriotic fervor, is one thing; while for the
unaccustomed citizen in time of peace, to whom the wearing of &
sword is a constant entanglement, to go to church in uniform, is quite
another. We have seen soldiers march to church to participate in
divine service, but they went without arms, and as nearly like private
oitizens as possible. 8till, if true worship of God can be promoted by
this or any other public display, let us have it. But if the services of
A ion Day or Easter, or any other special occasion, are merely
for vain display—an advertisement—a means of conciliating popular
pinion, by repeating orthodox religious litanies, not felt in the inmost
soul by those uttering them, and therefore mere lip-service—then tho-
sooner and the more rigidly we confine them to our tyled asylums,
the better for ourselves, our religious culture, and for Templarism,

Sir Knight Wm. B. Langridge, Muscatine, Grand Record-
er and Chairman F, C,

KENTUCKY, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Kentucky, commenced its thirty-third Annual Coneclave
in the city of Louisville, on Wednesday morning, May 12,

1880, present: Sir Kt. Wm. Ryan, Grand Commander;

QGrand Officers and Representatives from 20 subordinate
Commanderies. 5 :

The Proceedings are in}:erzotibg, and the Grand Com-

mandery appeats to have bee

e recipient of much of the
proverbial Kentuckian hospitality "

There is an able Report Foreign Correspondence.
Canada for 1879 receives due attention in eight pages there-
of. Prefaced to lengthy extracts will be found the fol-
lowing:— !
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The Annual Addregs of the Great Prior, which as usual is learned
and impressive, extends through twelve pages, and treats of several
important subjects in that able and lucid manner characteristio of all
his writings. - The position of the National Great Priory is explained,
and its independence insisted upon, as the Annual Asgemblies of the
great governing body (the Convent General) are virtnall\y discontinuned.

* * . * * * * * »

The subject-matter of the extracts will serve to show the drift of
English Templarism and exhibits authoritative information of mueh. ,
interest. !

The report thus kindly alludes to our own labors:—

CoRRESPONDENCE.—An excellent report in this department is pub-
lished without any signature, but the practiced hand of Sir Knight
G. H. F. Dartnell is shown throughont the entire document. Ken-
tucky receives extended and fraternal attention.

And thus concludes in well chosen words:—

A very striking improvement in the tone of Templar addresses,
reports, &o., is manifest every year; and these documents, selected
indisoriminately from the various Proceedings, will compare favor-
ably in & literary point of view with any similar productions. The
selections that our limited space would permit to insert are but
samples of & complete whole, and are worthy of preservation for the
elégant diction alone—to say nothing of the elevated, manly and
comprehensive conoeption, or of the disinterested love of the Order
and its teachings that is so el quently depicted in every line. It ig
one of the most delightful duties of a Reporter to gather these intel-
lectual flowers into a symmetrical bouquet; and we have the felicity
of presenting such a one this year to our readers as we hope cannot :
1ail to gratify and to please.

Bir Knight Lorenzo C. COroninger, Covington, Grand Re-
oorder. g

Sir Kt. Charles D. Woodruff, Louisville, Chairman F. C. (

LOUISIANA, 1880. \

The R. E. Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the
Btate of Louisiana assembled at Grand Lodge Hall, City of
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New Orleans, on Friday, February 18th, A.D. 1880, Repre-
sentatives from four Commanderies put in an appearance.
8ir Knight Ed. Baker, R. E. Grand Comraander.

The Address of the G. C. is brief, as is also the Record of
the Proceedings had.

?

There is no Report on Foreign. Correspondence, but the

Grand Recorder acknowledges: the receipt of various Pro.
oeedings for 1879, and of Canada for 1878.

1881.

‘The R. E. Grand Commandery of Knights Templlir of the
Btate of Louisiana assembled at Grand Lodge Hall, Ci¥y of:
New Orleans, on Friday, February 18th, 1881. Sir A,
W. Hyatt, R. E. Grand Commander,

)
The Grand Commander in his brief Address states:—

When it is known that, in many instances, thousands of dollars
Wware expended by Grand Commanderies of other States to defray the
expenses of their pilgrimage to Chicago, I feel sure that you will con-
sider it a matter of congratulation that the journey of the Grand
C dery of Louisiana cost its tr y nothing. All the expenses
of our trip to Chicago and return were defrayed pro rata by the Sir

Knights who engaged in it: and the hire of a band of musio, servants, .

.eto., was paid for out of a fand subscribed voluntarily for that pur-
© pose by members of our Order.

An example worthy of imitation.

Again, no Report on Foreign Correspondence, althongh.
there appears to be a Committee.

The nineteenth Annual Conclave will be held at Masonio:
Hall, City of New Orleans, on Friday, February 17; 1882, at.
12 o’clock, M. :

Bir Kt. Richard Lambert, New Orleans, Grand Recorder.
Sir Kuight Joseph P, Hornor, Chairman F, (.
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i MAINE, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar for the State
of Maine met in Annual Conclave at Magonic Hall in Port-
land, on Wednesday, the 5th day of May, A. D. 1880,

R. E. Sir Kt. Josiah H. i)rummond, Grand Commander.

Together with\Represenmtives from thirteen Subordinate

- Commanderies, permanent Members and visitors.~

As to the delioate question of religious belief, the opinions
of the Grand Commander are entitled to much weight, and
are expressed in 8o thoughtful &' way, that we gladly insert
them as & pendant, if not a reply, to the well-known and
expressed opinions of our Great Prior. . They are also of his-~
torical interest, and are these:—

“I was a ber of the ittee which (in 1874) drafted the
Code of the Grand Encampment. It was proposed in committee to
deoclare in that Code that belief in the Trinity was a necessary quali-
fication of & candidate for the Orders. I opposed it, using this line of
argument: ‘ That ritual requires a belief in the Christian religion as
the test: if this necessarily includes belief in the Trinity, it is suffi-
cient as it stands; if it does not include it, we have no right to add an
additional requirement; in either view the addition should not be
made: I am opposed to ohanging the old ritnal’ These views pre-
vailed and the matter was dropped.

* Bince that time it has been asserted by high authority, that the
American Templars have ‘changed the ritual ‘in order to admit Uni-
tarians.”. I called for praof of this, and learned that the meaning of
the writer was that the change had been made in the English ritual;
and the implied assertion, that it was made in the American ritual
after that was originally adopted, was practically abandoned. The
American Templar system was organized by Thomas Smith Webb,
Our ritual is his work. Hence no argument can be drawn from a
comparigon of his ritual with the English ritual. , In fact, the Eng-
lish system is so different from ours, that it can scarcely be called the
same Order. - The real question to be decided is, what was the ritual
which Webb practiced and taught? He was for many years at the
head of 8t. John's Commandery in Providence, and his ritual is still
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Preserved in that Body. It contains,
ference to the Trinity: belief in the (|
admission. The oldest Templars wh;
heard the word ¢ Trinity’ uséd in 4

as I am assured, no specific re-
hristian religion is the test of
om I have consulted, have never
he Asylum; and I cannot learn

narrow, but it certainly is true tha
Webb’s own Commandery,

* It seems to me sufficient to say:

* We will abide by our old ritual,
without change by addition «

'r subtraction. We are opposed to any
changes which affect the meaning of that.” And it seems to me that
We must say that, if changes are made to suit the views of one,

. changes will be required to meet the views of others, and confusion
will be the inevitable result.

* There is another consideratiol

n: under our present ritual, we have
grown in alprost undisturbe

d harmony from a mere handful to 50,000
strong. Ig'it wise, after nearly a century of such growth and Ppros-
perity, to introduce a disturbing element of so serious 'a' character?
We actually comprige the great body of Templars in the world: out-
side of the jurisdiction of the Grand E neampment, there are scarcely
88 many Templars as you represent here to-night. It comes with an

ill grace from the foew, to demand of the many to abandon their ritual
for a new one.

“But I Wil not disguise the fact that a principle of the most serj-
‘ous importance ma;

y be involved, We require belief in the Christian
Religion; is it that religion as expounded by the early fathers of the
Church, or as expounded by the Christian world for the time being?
To illustrate: assume that in time of the Ancient Templars, the term
¢ Christian Religion’ necessarily included a belief in the Trinity, but
that now the term does not necessadily imply that belief; in which
one of these two, are we, a3 Templars, required to profess belief?

“I understand there wero dogmas included in the Christian belief
in those days, that are now wholly discarded by all Christians. Do
our Canada friends claim that belief in all these dogmas is still a
necessary qualification for a Templar? Tf not, where shall the line be
drawn? Must not the test be the Christian Religion, as expounded
by the Christian world for the time being?

“Iam aware that this is a very
T hold that a man’s religious belief
if honestly entertained, however m

delicate question for discussion.
should never be forced or ridiculed,
uch it may differ from my own.
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Claiming the right to my'own belief to be sacred, I accord the same
to others.. With these views, I most earnestly favor the retention of
the test in the general terms in which we now have it, and leaving
to the conscience of the on.ndidntq’the determination of the questi
whether he can honestly take it.”

Little was done beyond the reception of the usual reports
and the election of officers,

The report on Foreign Correspondence is, as usual, from
the able pen of Sir Knight Stephen Berry, Thirty-four
Grand Bodies pass in review, including Canada for 1879,
and England for the same year: and there is also information
given as to th® Order of the, Temple in Ireland and Scotland.

As to a proposed change of the name 0\%& Commandery in
Alsbama from “Apollo to « Palestine,™ ir Knight Berry
expresses his approval (in which we concur) saying:

o “That eminent Christian poet, Milton, classes him with the powers
of hell, and the priests of Apollo fought against Christianity to the
lnst. We incline to Christian names for Commanderies as against
Pagan.”

Thgjg@reat Prior's address is thus characterized:

“The ddress of that distingnished Knight, Great Prior Moore, is,
88 usual, the most interesting part of the book, and covers, with ac.
companying documents, eighteen pages, He expresses quite strongly
the feeling against the assumption of the Convent General to control
the Gireat Priories, and says the Convent General ig virtually broken
up.” $

And to hig arguments ag to the ‘ test of the Holy Trinity”
these are the reviewer's replies: ;

" The American Ordey has never qualified its original stand-point
aniota. Tt required simply a belief in the Christian religion when it
Was firsh organized in this country, and the ritual has never been
changed, If we are to go back to the belief of the original Order, 600
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Most heartily will American Templars join hands with hith on
this, if he will *increase his charity’ and not insist on our driving out
from among us that half of our number who do not agree with him,
on a subject so abstruse that nobody ever understood it, and upon
which Christians have fought whenever they have persistently argued,
it, even from those early days when the Amphitheatre at Constanti-
nople ran with the blood of the contending disciples of Cirist. Inthe

History of King Arthur, which is a faithful picture of Chivalry in the™ "~

twelfth century, its palmiest days, we find the Infidel Knight
Palomides instantly accepted by Sir Tristram and Sir Galleron, when
he oc ted to be christened. In those days the Infidel pressed
them strongly, and they did not question too closely the willing heart
and strong arm which were ready to fight for the Cross. If Bro,
Knight Moore could realize how dangerous to our faith is the Infidel
host which, he#lded bygnen of science; is now hemming us in, a foe-
which has already conquered the Masonry of France, which neatly
ocontrols the Masonry of Germany, Spain, Italy, Cuba, Mexico and
Bouth America, and meets us at every point, he would welcome every:
volunteer and pray that his good sword might be blessad and his faith.
increased.”

It is also said:

* Bro, Knight Moore has been misinformed about the American.

uniform. He has seen the costume of Portland Commandery, as he: |

received a delegation from that Commandery in 1872. That uniform
has been worn in Maine since 1821, and in Massachusetts and Rhods

his aversion, has come straight down to us from 4 time when every
gentleman wore one. Even in Portland, one or tWo old residents:
oontinued to wear it within the time when our Templars firgt uni-
formed with it.”

Island since 1805; and, rather curiously, the cockiﬁ;, which excites |

-~

The objection is thus takeﬁ .against the Prince of Walegg

becoming Supreme Grand Master:

The Dominion of Canada from the Atlantic to the Pacifio:)

and the Kingdoms of England, Ireland and Scotland, with the Em:
pire of India and the Colonies, all together have less than 5000

Templars, while the United States has 50,000. It is impracticabls. |

for the tail to attempt to wag the dog until it gets bigger.

He refuses to dissent, in noticing Indiana, from the pro- 1
position that the York Rite is in’ whole or in part essentish

to Templarism.
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IRELAND, 1880:

8ir Knight Berry affords us the following valuable infor-
mation:— A

A friend in Ireland gives us the statistios we have so long sought..
There 44 Priories, and, probably, 1,100 Templars, but, like the
English and, Scotch Priories, they are negligent in ret and less.

i than G deries in this country. Our-fifend says there
are only 600 members, but we allow an average of 25 to a Preceptory,.
80 83 not to understate it. Under the command of the Duke of Con-

naught, we may confidently expeot a great advance in Templar Ma-
sonry in that jurisdiction.

At page 41 it is justly remarked:—

There are many slight inconsistencies in Templar Proceedtgs
which will be seized upon and magnified by our opponents to ‘our
great injury, if not checked by mutual criticism. But eriticism upon
trifles is apt to sound unkindly, and good humored banter will show

_ the error without hurting the feelings.

8COTLAND, 1879.

At pages 67 and 68 will be found the following under this.
head:—

We have been unable to estiablish correspond witi the Chapt,
General of Scotland, but, Jearn from the address of Great Prior Moore,
of Canada, that there are nine subordinates upon its roll, four in
Bootland, one in India, one in New South Wales, one in New Zealand
and two in New Brunswick, A liberal allowance would be thirty
members to each, or 270 Scottish Templars in all, which is a very-
ourious thing when we reflect that the Order, 8o far as we know it,
originated there. “A prophet is not without honor, but 'in his own
oountry, and among his own kin, and in his own house.” In. fact,.
more than a third of these belong properly to the Great Priory of
Oanads, and the four in Scotland probably have not so many mem-
bers as one of our strong Commanderies. Sir Knight Moore says that
the Chapter Gieneral makes no advances to cultivate fraternal inter-
oourse, which ig accounted for by its weak condition,

Pethaps the Calvinistio element in Sootland has somewhat:




145 NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.
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to do with the semi-dormant state of the Order in the
“¢ Land o’ Onkes.”

In the conclusion of an able and exhaustive report, we
~are informed.—

The Templars have increased 757, or 1} per cent., the Royal Arch
Masons have fallen off 1,171, or almost 1 per cent., and the Master
Masons 9,269, or 13 per cent. This simply indicates that the Temp-
lar degrees are popular with the Craft, and that the olass who are
coming into Masonry are those who justly appreciate its aims and
approve its history, and do not seek it as a health insurance company.
‘We must take Masonry as iti is, for better or for worse. It is of no
use to attempt togurn it into a relief association, as some of our
brethren who have had experience in other associations would do, or
tomake a debating society of it, as they do in France.

‘It is gratifying to know, when materialism is mdking such strides
among the Masons of the Continent of Europe, that Anglo-Saxon
Masonry has in its bosom an army pledged to support the Christian
"religion, and strong enough to hold the citadel of Masonry.

Bir Kt. Ira Berry, Grand Recorder, Portland.

‘ MARYLAND, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templaf of the State
‘of Maryland, commenced its tenth Annual Conclave in the
City of Baltimore, on Wednesday, May 12th, A.D. 1880,
Representatives from eight Commanderies . were present.
Bir Knight Ferdinand James 8. Gorgas, R. E. Grand Com-
mander.

The Grand Commander's Address ocoupies seventeen
pages. Appendqd are a few extraots:-— ¢

There was a period in the history of nations when the laurel and
the olive were emblems of victory and triumph, peace_and fruition,
and were dedicated to sacred deities. - But the advent of Ohristianity |
furnished a holier emblem than those of the ancient nations—the re- :
vered and hallowed “ Oross ” stained with the blood of Him who of-
fered up*His life that we might live—an emblem which was adopted
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by the Enights of the Templo as the sacred symbol of their Holy -
Order, and under the inspiration of which they conquered,.or died in
thie hope of a glorious immortality as the reward of valiant and mag-
nanimous deeds. When we, as Templars, gaze upon this hallowed
emblem of our Order,—the * Oross,”—which Jesus of Nazareth bore,
fainting, up the Hill of Calvary, when he exclaimed * Not my will, O~
Father! but#Thine be done,”—its refulgent rays should remind us of
those divine teachings and sublime precepts which He has left to .
guide and direct us in the paths of truth and holiness,

It the Bir Knights would only remember that the Order of the .
Temple is an exclusive one; that its objects and aims are in the high-
est degree noble and elevating, tending to make all within'its influ-
ence purer and better, and inculoating principles which should never
be forgotten; if they would also bear in mind the relations each Bir
-Knight sustains towards his Fratres, and that separate organizations .
do not in any degree weaken or abrogate such relations, nor the obli-
gations which all in common have voluntarily assumed toward every
Enight Templar in the world, also, that itisa great privilege to be
permitted to become a Knight Templar, and that every eligible candi-,
date instead of being approached with unbecoming solicitations,
should be impressed with the conviction that a favor is conferred
when he receives the Orders of Knighthood, and that, by becoming &
Templar, he is not adding one iota to the honor. of an, institution, .
which in itself has honored the highest dignitaries of Ohureh and
Btate by its co operation in vital and renowned enterprises, and afford-.
ed some of the brightest Ppages in the chivalric history of the world,—
then your Grand Gommanders would have no more occasion to refer
to a subject which imperils the harmony existing between the Sub-.
ordinate Commanderies. ; i

Twenty-four Grand Bodies are reviewed, including Canada.
for 1879. We also find Distriot of Columbia® for the same-
year. - No Proceedings of that body have reached us.

The Addreas of our Great Prior is largely extracted from,.
buf without comment.

The Report_on Foreign Correspondence is the 'ﬁrst from
the pen of Sir Kt. William Tell Andreon, and does him.
oredit as a scholar and courteous Knight.

Bir Kt. Chas. T. Bisco, Baltimore, Grand Recorder.
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. 1881. .

The Grand-Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
-of Maryland, commenced its eleventh Annual Conclave in
the City of Baltimore, Wednesday, May 11th, A. D. 1881,
Grand Officers and Representatives from seven out of eight

‘Commanderies. 'Sir Knight George Ross Coffroth, R. E.

Grand Commander.

The Grand Commander’s address is interesting as well ag
able. He truly says:—

Charity has been wisely inculcated in Masonry, but its true defini.
tion is often misunderstood, and its application ‘confined to objects
which are, frequently, secondary in the practice of this virtue.

. ;

Let -us remember that kind words, graceful courtesies, mnd'good
advice, and sincere sympathy are often as effective as pecuniary as.
sistance and relief.

Bir Knight W. T. Andreon contributes a capital Report .

on Foreign Correspondence. The Proceedings of 84 Grand
Bodies receive due attention, including Canada for 1880,

In common with him we have received no report from the.

Distriet of Columbia. The writer does not recollect that
any such kas b?en ever forwarded to this jurisdiction.

The Great Prior's Addressis givenin full, and withont
comment, beyond the following:—

The ‘Address of this very distinguished Mason can be better appre-
ciated and digested by giving his own words and ideas, than could be
afforded by & mere passing comment on .our part, It bears on it
face the evidence of careful thought and laborious research.

He thus describes the parade at Chicago:—

The Grand Parade was an immense affair, miles of marching men
moving like veterans, amid the whirl of banners, flags, people, huzsss,

mausioc and sunlight, that made the great city to feel as though if |
rocked and surged under the feet of the moving mads. The memory,
- of it even now goes trooping through our brain, like a glorious roll of
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«drums, By virtue of the high power in us vested, wo were assigned
a station upon the reviewing stand, and we waited and waited, for
the coming of the famous 17th Division, for we knew that Maryland
marched there, and like Jessie Brown at Lucknow, we could, in
fancy, distinguish amid the uproar the route steps of Baltimore's gal-
lant boys, pressing their way through the hot and surging mass.

And the){ did come, and even now we feel the same old struin of
tenderness coming ‘over us as ‘we write—that we felt on that day, as
the head of the Maryland column came in sight,

The Banner of old Maryland No. 1, borne proudly and gallantly in
the van, and undernesth its silken folds the splendid Knighthood
that bore it on, with ranks as evenly dressed as though each man
were & machine, was followed by Beauseant, No. 8, who having dis-
tingnished themselves by hospitality in the field, and at the banquet,
were here to show, that they were no carpet Knights.

Bo trim,
But in close fight, were
Warriors grim.

And then the celebra.ted left wing of Maryland, our_own bays—
Baltimore Commandery, No. 2, the blue and the gray, touching
elbows, as her veteran ranks, like a solid wedge, moved toward the
arch, every flanker in her platoons a soldier that had fought for the
good cause or the logt one, she. passed like a stone wall, and ag the

plumes of her rear guard faded into distance, we had seen all that we
Wanted to see of the great parade,

Sir Knight C. T. Sisco, Baltimore, Grand Recorder.
Sir Knight W. T. Andreon, Baltimore, Chairman F. Q.

NEASSAGHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 1879,

The seventy-fourth Annual Coticlave of the Grand Com-
mandery of Knights Templar of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island, was held in the City of Boston, Mass., on Friday,
October 81st, A. D, 187p. 8ir Kt. John Dean, R. E. Grand
‘Commander, and 184 representatives having votes,

Thirty-five out of thirty-nine Subordinate’ Commanderies
xeported. ‘ el '

1

¢
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" The Grand Commander thus concludes his inte;'esting»
address:— . :

May this harmony ever abide, and may the influence for good of our |

noble Order enlarge oontmun.lly ns time goes on! Associated with

the Christi ligion, owing its exist and inspiration to the lifs
and sorrows of our Baviour, our imstitution will flourish just as it

cherishes the motives of its origin. The manger in Bethlehem, the
crown of thorns upon the bleeding brow, the cross of Calvary, suggest
no earthly greatness, but godlike submission. Purity of purpose, un
selfishness, self-denial, sacrifice, are the divine, attributes that we
must strive to make in some degree our own.

Zenl and forbearance, righteous ambition and devotion to the cause,
will intensify friendships and ensure prosperity and peace. Let the
thought of the Cross and its awful burden be ever before us; our
pillar of cloud by day, of fire by night. Who can foretell the lofty
destiny, amid the Ja.mng\elements of civil life, that yet awaits our
Order!

With a ruling of the Grand Commander given below we
concur as being common sense and sound Masonic Law, and
such as would be enforced in any Court of Equity. The
ruling was upheld by the Grand Commandery.

The By-laws of a Commandery provided for the establishment ofs
relief fund to the amount of five thousand dollars. Under this, the
sum of $1,300 had accumulated, The jncome of the Commandery
failing to meet expenses, and the appropriation due this fund under
the By-laws; the Command ry had voted to discontinue such appro-
priation. Vg

It was then proposed on the part of & numbér of the members of
the Commandery, to turn the Relief Fund itself already accumulatel
from its intended use, into the general treasury, to pay the debts of
the Commandery, *

To this course a strong opposition was manifested by the conservs |

tive element of the body. i

The question submitted for my opinion was this:, ‘*“Is the action
proposed at variance with Templar usages?” §

I replied as follows: Th;_ tenets of our Order require usto dit
tribute alms, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and bind up fhe
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wounds of the afflicted. The adoption of the By-law, by your Com.

mandery, muking provision for the Relief Fundyxwas in fulfillment, of
these tenets, and was, 8 pledge to devote the

8.’
“A Commandery might be in a financial conditio

justify it in appi pj;ia.ting its charity fund; but I
this to be the condition of your Commandery,"”

n thet would fully
do not understand
by

Thére is no Report on Foreign Correspondence,

Sir /Kt. Alfred F. Chapman, Boston, Grand Recorder,

:1880.

The seventy-fifth Annual Conclave of the Grand Com{
mandery of Knights Templars of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island was held in the Magonio Temple, in the City of Bos-

_ton, Mass., on Friday, October 29, A. D, 1880.

Bir Kt. Nelson W. Aldrich, R, E Grand Commander, .

* 'One hundred and forty-five voters i

n Grand Gomfnlinde!'y
and 81 Commanderies represented.

Thire is .nothing in the Procéedings bo;ond mﬁtter;;' of :
local interest. . - e :

Again there is no Report on Foreign Coﬁ-egp&ndence.

Grand Recorder as above,

MICHIGAN, 1880,

The twenty-fourth Annunal Conelave of the Grand Com-
mandery Knights Templar of the State of Michigan was held

. at Detroit Commandery, No, 1, in the City. of Detroit, on
Tuesday, May 11, A. D. 1880, .
’ 7 L
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R. E. Sir Knight Frank Henderson, Grand Commander,
and other Grand Officers a.nd Representstlves of 80 Com-
manderies, 1 80, :

The Grand Cox:ama‘.gdex'7 -warns his hearers:—

To carefully guard the avenues to our Sacred Asylums, that we
may be able to sustain the high character of our professions before
the world, Admit no person, whose only commendation is that he is
a ‘‘clever fellow,” or if he lacks any of the instincts of a true man-
hood. The Templar should be moral in character and refined in
all his habits: and, above all, no one should be received in friendship
here, who does not stand unspotted before the outer world.

The voluminous report on Foreign Correspondence is from
the able pen of Sir Knight W. P. Innes and covers 187
closely printed pages, almost entirely confined to extracts,
interspersed with brief but lively comments, very appropri-
-ate in their pldoe,” but not quotable with justice to the
author.

In like manner the address of our Great Prior is given al-
most in its entirety and without exﬁressmns of Assent or
dissent. )

It appears that no name was attached to the report of
Canada’s proceedings for 1879, A reference. to the minutes
‘would have shown the chairman to have been V. E. Sir Kt.

Jndge G. H. Dartnell, of Whltby, Ont., whois also ehairman

“for 1881. .
Sir Knight Innes expresses thanks for kind mention: of
Michigan and concludes with an eloquent peroration.
1881.

The twenty-fifth Annual Conclave of the Grand Com-
mandery Knights Templar of the State of Michigan was
held in the City of Detroit, on Tuesday, May 10, A. D, 1881,

. 8ir Kt. Wm. B, Wilson, R. E. Grand Commander.
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Grand Officers and Representatives from 80 Comman-
‘deries. g

‘The Grand Master of the United States visited the Grand
‘Commandery and was received with all the honors due his

-exalted rank, eloquent addresses of weloome and reply being
delivered.

The Grand Commander delivered a lengthy address, con-
siderable space being devoted'to a deseription of the Trien-
nial at Chicago. Michigan Wag there reprosentéd by 1,240
Knights in uniform. It also appears 541 ladies accompanied
the various delegations. The Grand Commande:; 8Ry8:—

It is with muoh pride and satisfaction that I refor to the gallang
and knightly bearing of our Michigan divisions, reflecting, as they
did, distinguished honor upon the State they represented, as well ag
upon the whole body of Templars of this jurisdiction; none receiving
more honors or more enthusiastio applause during that long line of
march, than did the Sir Knights of Michigan,

And thus describes the Grand Parade:—

To say the grand pageant Ppresented by the fifteen thousand Bir
Knights with their long lines of white waving plumes, and their
bright swords glittering in the light; the col timated to ex-

“tend seven miles in length, by section and platoen # tions, con-
suming several hotrs in passing the Grand' (reviewing) ftand; each
Commandery followed by its succeeding one, and like the ocean waves
-groWing broader and grander with every pulsation of the mighty deep,
would be & tame desoription. Tt was grandly sublime to a degree that
words can hardly express, and to be tully appreciated must have been
witnessed, and even then, no earthly vision could compass it; and
with perhaps one or two exoceptions no city in the Union save Chicago
could have presented such a pectacle; ite central positi , its mag-
sive net-work of railroads, the enterprise and liberalty of itg citizens,
all contributed to the tpouring of the people from all sections of
“our country, that, commingling gether as & mighty avalanch swept
down and through the great thoroughtares of that Ppeerless inland
city, - through which the knightly pageant passed, Présenting as a
“whole a demonstration never perlmpul equalled in this or any other
land; and during the long tiresome march through densely crowded
streets, undorthehotglmofabroﬂing.&ncnshu.ihammm ;
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order and decoyum prevailed; naught ocourred to-mar thé complete
h y of the parade, pting the long and tedious delay in mov-
ing the lines, which with proper management seemingly might have

\ been obviated, and the Bir Knights who may have the management
of future Triennial Conclaves may well profit by the experience in
that direction.

and thou
the intef
we have
enough—
pillar in ¢

That some were more or less subjected to annoyances.and disoom- The §
forts must be admitted, all which may be partly chargeable to the . Commar
mighty influx of people that so severely taxed the almost illimitable . specimer
resources of Chicago, and not to the inefficiency of Chicago Bir
Knights, the citizens of Chicago or their representatives who had - Sir K
special charge of the arrangements for the entertainmeént of their | Becor;dgx
Templar guests, indeed—in the midst of such a vast multitude of i
people, the wonder is, that the affair passed off so harmoniously and
well. . z

On the subjeots of parades: 2~

The G
‘ of Minne

‘While I am notin favor of parading simply for show and public clave at
display, yet there are times when it is actually necessary for (Jom- * Officers
manderies to appear in public, and on such occasions it is at least .present
gratifying to be able to acquit ourselves in a manner that wil] reflect P *
honor dnd dignity on the S)rder. : Th e‘ G

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is again from the 1t is ver:
pen of Sir Kt. W. P. Innes, and covers 189 pages, 82 Pro- tendance b
eeedings veceiving full attention, including Canada for 1880. - Bunday, w
Under this héad it is said of the Great Prior's Address: — .~ ouly appro

i Order, prof

M. E. Bir Kt. Moore is deserving of much commendation from the | practice of
Fratres of the United Btates for the very able and full history he to those te:
gives of the position of his Great Priory towards the union with the ' hope—that
Great Priories of England apd Ireland, is the foung

! author and

And it is given almost in astenso and without further com- of-his prof

ment, and the writer conoludes: — : prayers an

- el ing themsel

Many happy hours have been spent poring over the debates i m‘

and doings of our sister Grand Jurisdictions, and we find ourselves ways contin
very reluctant to relinquish the task and consign to the “no more” B And h

records. # o

. I this Or

From each tablet we have endeavored to'select the choicest. deeds. a8 .
y organiz
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and thoughts, and quoteand comment only upon what would promote
the intefrity, unity and ‘strength of the Order; and if in our attempt:
we have failed, we plead guilty and beg for leniency, for truly material
enough—strong and lasting—has been P ted to rear a inl
pillar in the triumphal arch of Templarism,

‘Elm!mpz;:ent and of the Grand
appehded. The volume is a beautiful :
specimen of typography. . '

Bir Kpight W. P. Innes, Grand Rapids, is both Grand
Reeorder and Chairman F. Q. -

&

MINNESOTA, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights. Templar of the Btate
of Minnesota, convened in the fifteenth Grand Annual Con- ’
clave at Faribault, on Thursday, June 24, 1880. Grand

* Officers and Representatives of eleven Commanderies

-present.
The Grand Commander in his Addresé states:—

It is very gratifying to'me to announceto this body that the at-
tendance by the Sir Knights as such, upon divine worship on Easter

- Bunday, was quite general throughout this jurisdiction. It is not

only appropriate, but, is it not a duty which every member of this
Order, professing to be founded upon the Christian religion, and the
practice of the Christi irtues, owes to himself, to the Order, and -
to those teachings and truths, in which he professes a belief, faith and
hope—that he should npon the feast of the resurrection of Him who
is the founder of that religion—the examplar of those virtues, and the
author and finisher of that faith, testify to the honesty and sincerity
of-his professions, by devoting it to His service, by joining in the
prayers and praises on that day made and offered th Him by all call-
ing themselves by the name of Christian. I trust you will all join
with me in the earnest hope, that this practice onos begun'may al-
ways continue, X

And he adds:— ¢ : /

1 this Order is to take, among tle institutioris and societies of the
day organized for improving the condition and’ Ppromoting the ‘happi-:
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noss of mankind, that eu.lhd‘mnk, station—position ard influence tor
which its professions entitle it—that station and influence can be
attained and maintained ouly by its members, in and’ by their daily
life and conduot, keeping before those not admitted to our mysteries,
substantial convincing proof, that we honestly beliéve and faithfully
endeavor to practice the dootrines, precepts and teachings’ which we
profess and which are so constantly set before us in all of our cere-
monies—we either believe in that which we profess, or we do not—
this Christian Order of Knighthood is to us something more than
plumes, baldrics and gilt trappings, or, those things are its essentials.
If the former, and we show our faith by our works, this. Order can
and will live through all ‘time, and, by the blessing of Him whose
rising brought health and salvation to mankind, be made one of the
agencies which shall hasten the coming of the Prince of Peace. If it
is to us nothing more than the latter, like all devices based solely
upon the wisdom or cunning of man,.it will play-its little part in the.
ara.ma of the world and then die and be lorgotbem

The Sir Knights attended Divine Service, and on the re-
furn the procession halted in front of the residence of Sir
Knight Crossett, and while the bands in turn were executing
exquisite musio, the Grand Officers entered the residence
and were introduced to-the bed-ridden Sir Knight, aged
eighty-three years, dn the fiftieth 'anniversary of his ‘being:
made a Knight Templar, having been dubbed at Berkshire,
Vermont, on 8. John's day, June 24th, 1880,

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is voluminous and
carefully collates the various Proceedings. Canada for 1879
reo¢ives due prominence, the Address of the Great Prior
being duly quoted, but without comment..

This ia the emit;ent correspondent’s notion of his duties:—

Our reports are prepared for the Oraft in Minnesota. We have
been connected with all the Masonic organizations in the State from
their inception, present at every annual meeting, and our individual
opinions are well known; hence, for the benefit of the, Craft in this.
jurisdiction, we give extracts from -the opinions of others confirma-
tory of and adverse to ours, to the end that they may be compared
«~and conclusions arrived at from ing.
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It would be well if this practice were followed by some of
our confreres, and less individuality, and more information,
the result of their lubrications. ‘

Bir Knight A. T. C. Pierson, St. Pauni, Grand Recorder
and Correspondent,. *

MISSISSIPPI, 1880.

The Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, of the State
of Mississippi, commenced its twentieth Annual Conclave at
Natohez, on Wednesday, the 15th day of April, A. D. 1880.

Sir Kt. Chas. M. Erwin, RB. E. Grand Commander.

Faurteen out of fifteen Preceptories were represented.

The Grand Commander states:— i \

I am happy, Bir Knights, to report that peace, harmony and pros-
perity reigns within our borders.” We are in acoord with ourselves
and with all neighboring jurisdictions. If a single jar or discord has
arigen in this jurisdiotion during my term of office, I have not bden
made aware of it.

The following curious ingident is narrated:—

At the conclusion of Sir Knight Ellis’ address, the C dery
agsisted in the baptism of Sir John R. McCarroll's infant son, to the
extent of standing at a present during the ceremony, by the minister.
I had been previously requested by Bir Knight McCarroll to baptize
the babe with Templar ceremonies, but as we have no bagtismal ser-
vice peculiar to the Order, I could not comply turther than as stated -
above; with the following introductory re W\myself:.\}

“ReveReNp Sm: We appear befors you at the request of the -
parents of this babe, and in their behalt ask for it at your hands, the
rites of Christian baptism. We, Bir, as Knights Templar, acknow-
ledge Jesus Christ as our great Captain and Guide; and our noble
Order is founded upon the Christian religion and a practice of
the Christian virtues. It is meet and proper, therefore, that we
should ask you, a Christian minster and fellow soldier under the same
glorious banner of the Cross, to bless this little one and consecrate
him to the cause of our Master.”
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It will be seen that we appeared only in behalf of the parents of the
child and took but little part in the ceremonies. Yet the small part
we did take rendered them very beantiful and impressive, and I am
convinced tended to the good of the Order by exciting an interest not
before felt.

As to public displays this is the Grand Commander's
opinion:—

This whole idea of its ‘being improper for Knights Templar to ap-
pear in public in uniform, is a borrowed one, coming _from the
Templars of Europe, whose whole system is different from ours, and
whose uniform is entirely unsuited for out-door exercises. In their or-
ganization they have inclined more to the religious, and we more t6the
military feature of the Order. As soldiers of the Cross, our duty is
a8 much upon the battle field as in the sanctuary, and the fear that
by appearing too often in public we will chedpen our Order, is, in my
opinion, groundless. On the contrary, I am persuaded that nothing

would contribute more to fill our ranks by attracting the attention of

thinking men to the beauties of our system. Should the frivolous
and unworthy 1 ed of our hand uniforms, and ap-
ply for admission they need not obtain it. The ballot is in our own
hands, and no unsound timber can ever be worked into the Temple
without dereliction of duty on our part.

In anotker place he thus expressed himgelf:—

While I am no advocate for soliciti g profi to b Masons,
yet I can see no impropriety in calling the attention of worthy Com-
panions to the beauties and excellencies of Knighthood. The Com-

panion is-already within the pale of Masonry, and it is but assisting

him to take another step higher. ~Burely, after- having weighed him
in the Lodge and Chapter, we are competent to judge of his fitness
to enter the chermed circle of Knighthood, and if we know him to be
worthy there can no harm result from mentioning the subject to him,
This much is preliminary to saying that if each Sir Knight would in-
terest himself a little our beloved Order might be doubled in a fow.
years, and that with a better class of men than would be likely to
4pply voluntarily.”

This' address is more than usually able and impressive,
.and bears every evidence of being the production of a high
minded, courteous, Christian Knight and gentleman.
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Here is another ingident:—

A pleasing and touching incident ted with the visit of the
Enights Templar to the Orphan Asylum yesterday, was the baptism
-of a beautiful and interesting little orphan child whose parents have
recently died. One of the visiting Knights, Companion Frank Bur-
Kitt, of Okolona, had his attention st; gly drawn to the little inno-
cent, from its strong resemblance to & loved and lost boy of his own.
8o much was he struck with the resemblance that he proposed to
the lady managers to contribute fitty dollars a year for its support.
The child was baptised within a triangle of Templars, by Rev. Alex.
Marks, andthe name of Burkitt was added to its baptismal cogno-
men. The ceremony was a very impressive one,

The report on Foreign Correspondence, instead of reviews
ing the proceedings of the various Grand Bodies seriatim, en-
deavors, and with good success, to give a bird's-eye view of
them all, dividing the subject. matter under various heads,
and illustrating the general views thereon as expressed by
the bodies as & whole. We are ‘not. sure that this plan is
not worthy of imitation, the method indicated being:— <

To give the p dings, * t; tions” some call them, a more or
less careful attention, ascertaining which and what questions were
most ocoupying the attention of the Fraternity, and present these
questions for the consideration of this Grand Jurisdiction. The as.
sumption being a fair one, that each or any question that presented
itself for the consideration of any Grand Body was likely at one time
or another to present itself in our own, and by this means we could
be guided by their action or profit by their mistakes.

Although afterwards it is said:—

If the work were to be done over again, we should follow the usual
plan and review the States in detail, believing from our brief experi-

-énce that the easier way, and that more of in#gjration comes from

the direct; contact with the Corps than from selection of subjects and

‘the effort to treat thern from an impersonal stand-point.

Cangda receives no mention.
Bir Kt. J, L. Power,_Jnekson, Grand Recorder.
Bir Kt. Geo. DeLap, Natéhez, Ohairman F. C.
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MISSOURI, 1880,

The nineteenth Annual Conclave of the Grand Commund-
ery, K. T., of the State of Missouri, was held in Freemasons®
Hall, Tuesday, May 4th, A.D. 1880,

R.E. Sir Kt. C. J. Atkins,iGrand Commander.
Twenty-seven out of thirty-one Commanderies represented.
Proceedings of local interest only.

Thirty-two Grand 'Jurisdictions are reviewed, including |
Canada for 1878, and England for 1878-79.

Of Canada it is said:—

V. H. & E. Bir Kt. Col. W. J. B. Mcleod Moore, Grand Cross of the.
Temple, Great Prior of the Dominion of Canada, as usual, presents a
very lengthy and scholarly Address, and, as are all of his writings, of
great interest to Templars of the United St&tes.

And the Address is largely extracted from, but without
comment. -,

Sii: Knight Wm. H. Mayo, 8t. Louis, Grand Recorder and
Correspondent.

1881.

The twentieth Annunl Conclave of the Grand Command-
ery, K. T., of the State of Missouri, was held at St. Louis,
on Tuesday, May 8rd, A. D. 1881.

R. E. Sir Kt. Sol. E. Waggoner, Grand Commander.

Grand Officers and Representahves from 25 out of a total |
of 82 Commanderies.

The Grand-Commander reports:—

The various Commanderies throughout the State are in a good, ‘
healthy financial condition, and I am pleased to report that, while
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some have but a small amount on hand, there is not one Command-
ery that isin debt, and 'the largest per cent. of same have amounts.
that do credit to themselves and this Grand Jurisdiction.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence appears over the
signature of Sir Kt. W. H. Mayo. Canada for 1880 receives
kindly notice in these worde:—

The Great Prior, Most Em. Sir Knight W. J. B. Macleod Moore,
G. O. T., on the Throne, who, as usual, delivered one of his interest-
ing and instructive add , showing h, great care and pains-
taking in its preparation; in fact we think Col. Moore one of the most
profound thinkers and interesting writers of the present day. His.
Address ocoupies fifteen pages of closely printed matter, and as we
cannot (for want of space) reproduce it, we heartily recommend it to-
those who are desirous of information.

; A

In his summary he says:—

One of the most gratifying results -of our labors has been to note
the great diminution in the number of Official Decisions, and almost
entire ab of Bpecial Dispensations to allow Commanderies to
turn out in full uniform to assist in Fourth of July, Decoration Day,.
Clambake Celebrations, and all such tomfoolery and ical non-
8ense as that. ) In the place of which comes the most satistactory and
highly appropriate general observance and proper celebration of Good
Friday, Easter Sunday, Asoensiongﬁny, receiving and escorting visit- |
ing Commanderies, Masonic Lodges and Grand Lodges, at the laying -
of corner-stones, dedication of Masonio Temples, Halls, eto., all of
which are highly appropriate, being striotly Masonic and Templar -
ocoasions, and quite enongh for the display of our Templars in full
dress uniform, as we have contended for several years.

Grand Recorder and Chairman F. C, ns\ above.

NEBRABKEA, 1879,

The seventh Annual Conclave of the Graﬁd' Commandery,
Knights Templar, of Nebraska, was held at Lincoln, Ne-
braska, on Tuesday, April 22, A. D, 1879. -

R. E. Bir Knight Daniel Hotohkiss Wheeler, Grand Com--
mander. ¢ : !
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Grand Offteers and Representatives of eight Commandeties,

The Grand Master of the Templars of the United States
was also present and received with due honors.

The proceedings were routine.

1880,
The eighth Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery,

Knights Templar, of Nebraska, was held in Omaha, Ne- 4

braska, on Tuesday, April 6, A. D. 1880.

R. E. 8ir Knight Geo. Hamilton Thummel, Grand Cotn.
mander, .

Grand Officers and Representatives of seven Commanderies,
The Proceedings are mainly routine.

The finances of this Grand Body do not seem to be in &
very flourishing condition, which perhaps acoounts for the
~continued absence of a Report on Foreign Correspondence.

8ir Enight Wm. R. Bowen, Grand Réoorder.

No address given.

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1880,

’ The Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of
Knights Templar of the State of New Hampshire, was held
in the City of Concord, Wednesday, Sept. 28, A, D. 1880.

Bir Kt. J oséph W. Hildreth, R. E. Grand Commander.

Grand Officers and Representatives of seven Subordinate
«Commanderies.

The Grand Commander's Address is a record only of offi-
~cial acts and visitations,

The Proceedings were rontine.
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The Proceedings of thirty-one Grand Bodies receive notice
in the Report on Fdreign Correspéndence, including Capsfila
and England for 1880.

In noticing the former it is said:—
The address of the Great Prior is & most excellent and able paper,
and containg muoh historical inf tion; for that reason we quote

largely from it, although we do not agree with all he says.
And kindly adds:—

We miss the usual interesting and courteous Report on 0 spond
ence by R. E. 8ir Kt. Daniel Spry, the Grand Chancellor, but he
promises a report for next year; with two years in which to prepare it
we shall expect an extra good one. s

8ir Kt. Geo. P. Cleaves, Concord, Grand Recorder.
Bir Kt. N. P. Hunt, Chairman F. Q.

NEW JERSEY, 1880.

The twenty-second Annual Conelave of the Grand Com.
mandery of Knights Templar of the State of New Jersey,
was held in the City of Trenton, on Tuesday, September
Tth, A. D, 1880.

R. E. Bir Kt. I Layton Register, Grand Commander.
Twelve out of fourteen Commanderies represented. ,)

As to’drill the Grand Commander observes:— !

The military part of our Order, which no doubt had much to do in

- aftracting candidates, has been in a measure lessened since the metal

buttons were diﬂoud«l and the drill neglected. We have fewer pub-
‘lio parades than when first organized, and this may account for the

. lack of interest in the drill exercisos. Dryden says that we are all

children of a larger growth, and hence, if the things that please our
fancies are taken away, it is to be expected that interest ceases con-
oerning them. I am. satisfied that our subordinages donot need in-
struction 80 muoh as they do reminders of their great duties and.
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privileges, and. in these official visits we have the true medium fu
accomplishing it.

We also extrn.ct the fo)lowing as of interest:— .

The Commanderies of this jurisdiction have adopted names in strie
accord with the historical records of the Order, beginning with Hugh
de Payens, No. 1, named after the first Grand Master of the ancient
Templars. Then we have St. Bernard (an extinet Commandery) who
gave the Knights their religious statutes and rules of conduct. Next
we have Helena, named from the Queen-mother, whose devotion to
Christianity has made her most famous among women. P&lestme,

our fourth C dery, o orates the land from whence |

g our religi D inds us of the magnificent city of
Syna., that withstood the siege of the Templars, to their great dis-
comfiture. Dd Molay was the twenty-second Grand Master, and died
a martyr. Cyrene is remembered for the glory bestowed upon one of
its people for having borne the cross. ‘Ceeur de Lion is well named
for the lion-hearted king, whose zeal for the Order was great to a
fault. As our Institution would not be complete without thel Order
of St. John's, of Jerusalem, so we find that sweet name among our
subordinates. The name of Olivet stirs up tenderest emotions for
Him whose agony showed that human sorrow and sympathy could be
-felt by divinity. Ivanhoe, I confess, is more poetic than real, but Sir
Walter Scott has made it memorable with knightly deeds. Odo de
St. Amand: was the seventh Grand Master, and died in captivity,
rather than gain his liberty by yielding to the ignoble demands 'of the
Saracens. Melita reminds us of that portion of our ceremonies of
which we have & glimpse in the neglected Order of Knights of Malta.
St. Elmo was our last but not the least upon our roll, and is well
named for an event that saved the Templars from extinction.

‘With due respect wé demur to the statement as to the
Lion-hearted King. History shows that he was not only not
& K. T. but jealous of the power and influence of the Order.

The parade at Chieago is fully deseribed, and the deserip- |

tion may here be put on record for the information of the

~Canadian Fratres as being a fair account of what transpired |

“upon that interesting ocoasion:—

Although there may have been good ground for some fault-finding,
~we should not forget to mention that the individual Sir Knights of
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the Chicago Commanderies were untiring in their efforts to add to our
pleasure. And now all is over, we can exonse many things, because
of the mammoth proportions of the affair rendering it too unwieldy to
handle. . )

But there was a bright side to all' this in the genial interchange of
Jnightly courtesies and hospitalities among members of the Order.
The cordial greeting was hearty and genuine, and no other introdue-
tion needed than the uniform. of a Templar. It was pleadant thus to
meet a8 friends, from all parts of this united land, and to feel that
there has ever been a strong bond of fellowship. When fell dissage
struck portions of the sunny South not long ago, and left a trail of
sorrow about many hearth-stones, the sympathy of the whole Fra-
ternity throughout the nation was stirred to its deepest: depths, and
with open hands and cheerful hearts they gave proof that the tie that
binds us, is as durable'as the mountains that stretch their arms over
our common country, whose crests reach toward the brighter world
beyond, where we hope to meet the loved ones that have gone from
our gides. -

It wag said there were seven miles of sweltering Templars and brass
bands in one continuous line, forming the grandest pageant ever seen
on this gide of the Atlantic, and this grand display was witnessed by -
more than 250,000 people. ‘Many-of the Sir Knights were prostrated
by the extreme heat during the march, and in the evening there was
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an jam at the reception at the Exposition Building.

Early in the morning’the Commanderies began to take their posi-
tions, The streets and houses were decked in holiday attire, and
Templar banners and devices hung from every window and blazed
against the morning sky as lustrously, if not as significantly, as when
Constantine was beckoned to victory, with the promise of miraculous
potency. ‘When Byron wrote of Alburea, * the glorious field of grief,”
he said the magnificent front of the embattled hosts must have been
a thrilling gight to see, for him who had no son or brother there.
Ot the spectacle in Chicago the papers tell us that the sight was, if

. Dot thrilling, ab least saperb enough fo make the average man or

Woman feelioud of having a son or a brother in those staltwart and
stately ranks, for physically a finer body of men than the' Knights
Templar of this modern day never marched in any land.

Our Knights, without armor, and unused to long mnmlies. found
the heat in Chicago a sufficient trial for their endurance, even though
sttended By water-oarriers, and frequent interruptions on their line of

'
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march.  The banners, the plumes, the thronging cohorts of Com.
manderies, marching mostly twelve abreast, made a stirring picture.
of modern chivalry. The swords glittered in the struggling sunbeams,
and the pennons seemed to pe in ecstacy. The ostrich feathers
and white baldrics looked like splashing foam cresting the dark,
swollen stream of black coats. Looking down from a place of Vvantage
on the surging masses, it seemed that such a spectacle and such an
hour well belittled the temporal heritors of the warrior-monks of the
orusades.

The delay in starting was very annoying and dispiriting to the
weary ranks.' Promptly at eight o'clock, the New Jersey Knights
were at their appointed rendezvous. From that hour until abo;
noon, the minutes were but periods of expeoctation and di ppoint
ment.| The Sir Knights would frequently fall in, prepared to move,

* upon some supposed signal to start, only to find that it was a false ]
alarm, Time and again was this performance renewed, and when the
oolumn finally moved the men were as tired as if they had gone over
the same route twice,

The music was profuse. New Jersey wisely saved her money by

- not taking any bands along, as she was advised that all the bandsin

the West had been engaged. A reporter said that if King Baldwin

had in Jerusalem as many bands as King Norman had in Chicago

, last month, the Saracens would have paid roundly in ready moneyfo

get in to hear:the musio, and Saladin would have drawn a check suffi-

ciently large to put the bank at Bagdad in liquidation rather than
sack the Holy City.

The proceedings of 82 Grand Bodies pass under review,
including Oanada for 1878.9 and England for 1878980,
Our Great Prior's address for 1878 is much commended and
largely quoted from. Of it, it is said that it is:—

Of great length, evincing immense research and brilliant ability,
stamping the Great Prior as a chivalric student.

A staunch disciple of the European system, he does not favor that
which is current in the United States, and is indisposed to covet
either the Cryptic degrees or the Order of the Red Cross. ]

Of that for 1879, the reviewer says:—

An effort appears in several parts of the proceedings, to manifest
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the independence of this great body of Templary, and to show that it
is the peer of all other governing Templar organizations, yet it js de-
seribed as owning allegiance to the Prince of Wales as Grand Master

in the address. The Grand Couneil, in two reports which were
adopted, set forth its Sovereignty and Peerage, and explain ¢ that in
accepting H. R. H. the Prince of Wales as its Grand Master, it does
80 out of love and loyalty to the royal family of England, but does

not thereby surrender any of its rights and privileges as a National
Grand Priory.” !

And oommenbing upon the controversy {bout costume,
adds:— /

. / B

Out-deor rlreés was a subject of agitation; the costume of the
Fratres of the Dominion being 8o correctly in unison with true Temp-
lary that it is entirely out of propriety asa public exhibit. We re.
member & Templar parade some years ago, in which a Canadian
Knight participated, and, in his loyalty to tradition, appeared in the
habit of his Order—the cynosure of thousands. The colored Ppopulace
were 8o excited that the Frater; to relieve himself from the attention
he attracted, pressed a carriage into his service, Bpeculation as to
identity was rampant, but soon resolved itgelf into form, in which
sex and dignity disappeared, and the tale flow from mouth to ear
that it was an old woman who was & witch that the Templars had
brought with them to burn alive. Every one of the colored brothers
and sisters were bound to gee the performance and ' not to loge sight
of the victim in the meanwhile. He had a happy time, but it was
after the show, and after the doffing of his classical raiment, :

The writer has to oonfengfar experience.

He had the honor, a fow years ago, at an Assembly of the
Grand Commandery of the State of New York, of having
assigned to him an honcrable and conspienous position in
the line of march. A ghort time previously the Pope had
conferred upon an Ameriean dignitary of the Roman Catholic
Church, the hat which designates the rank of a Prince of
that church. The white robes, emblazoned crosses and
soarlet head dress, attracted the attention of an Irishman in
the orowd, who was heard to exelaim in accents of astonish-
ment: *Holy Moses! Its the Oardinal himself!”

8
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The following are sensible remarks and worthy the con-
gideration of some zealots:—

Templarism, and the devotion to total abstinence, may centre in
the same individual, and each of these, in its legitimate sphere, assist
in consistency of life to the development of good. There are minds
that can only be controlled by the most urgent and rigid regime.
Where such weakness of character exists, the individual having this
defect does well to associate with those whose influence is a restraint
upon his morbid propensities, and such alliance is to be commended;
but he is not justified in offensively intruding it apon a whole Fra-
ternity, nor in wrapping his noisome failings in habiliments that.have
other significance, to present them to notoriety, by prostitufion of the
Templar uniform.

When a zealot attempts to thrust the rules of a society (however
moral its ethics) upon a Masonic body, he perpetrates a crime against
the Institution and the members thereof, just as much as he who
directs against it the shafts of an immoral association for the pur-
pose of demoralization. In either case it is sought to divert the or-
ganization into channels that destroy its originality of intent, and
compels a derogation from its standard.

The Templar Order is essentially Christian without dogma, and the
Christian virtues of the law of Christ are to be exalted in tho lives of
its votaries—to degrade Templarism to the level of any social society,
whether total abstinence or total depravity, is an attempt upon the
integrity of an Order which is far above the ‘pretensions of eitHer.
Such a mission could only emanate from a mind imbued with fanati-
cism, and that has failed to grasp the exalted purposes of Christian
chivalry. T

Intemperance g Templ ™ is, in itself, an argument that the

code-6t morality taught at the very threshold of the Templi (obliga-

, tory upon all who have trodden the outer courts), has been violated,

and that those who have departed from it are not worthy of advance-
ment, or, having become members, are unworthy of continuance.

The temperance of Masonry is the due restraint of all the passi
not merely gne; freedom from all vice, not from one that may become
habitual. The Templar (and we accord to him a perfect right, so far
as his individuality is d) who b a ber of a total

-abstinence society, for personal benefit, by the act acknowledges that,
in his case, his Masonio obligations are lightly worn. If for the
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wvowed intention of Being an example 4o his fellow mian, he stultifies
himself, and, probably, adds to it the crime of self-righteousness,
meeking to usurp the place of Him who is the Bun of righteonsness,

We extract the following, without comment, but as food
for reflection:—

That the Order of the Temple is founded gpon theé Christian reli-
gion and the ‘practice of its virtues, is self-evident, but is not the
spirit at present manifested to adjust the Order to the parallelism of
denominational religion as much to be feared as an element of de-
straction to its individuality as is that her:—¢ To overthrow all that
is pure and good of our Institution?” ‘emplarism is not The Church
nor any Church. At her altars all hristians can worship, for her
faith is-redemption by the crucifiedSaviour Jesus Christ. Alliance
with any church would destroy her ynity and grandeur of integrity.
The broadér, unadalterated faith is heys, that faith that flashed from
Golgotha & light to lighten the world. ‘Whe among us ghall judge of
the degree of belief necessary to salvation, or set a'standard whereby
Knights Templar shall be ed) Confined by no creed, either
Apostolio, Athanasian or Nicene, of by any dogma or opinion of man,
the Christian religion of the Order is the pure and undefiled religion
from the fountain-head, the religion of Christ himself, of His teach-
ing, of His life, of His death, of His resurrection and ion, the
religion of the figure on the oross, not that of the earth-grown wood
upon which he died—Immanuel! Seek not to draw to a lower level
Templarism or the catholi ity of ite religion. It is humanity’s harbor
of Christian toleration—** On, earth Ppeace, good will towards men,”

The review is more than usually comprehensive, able and"

scholarly, and the writer is a ‘worthy successor to the late
lamented Sir Kt. Corson. :

8ir Knight Charles Beohtel, Grand Recorder.
Bir Knight George B. Edwards; Chairman F. 0.

NEW YORK, 1879,

The Grand ‘Commandery, Knights Templar, of the State
of New York, commenced ite sixty-sixth Annual Conelave in
the city of Plattsbargh, on Taesday, October 14th, A, D;
1879, ¢
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Sir Kt. Ohu”-les H. Holden, R. E. Grand Commander.

Grand Officers and Representatives of 53 out of 59 Com-
manderies.

No new Commanderies received dispensations. There
was an able and interesting address from the Grand Com-
mander. The proceedings, though of some length, were
routine in character.

. The veteran Sir Kt. J. W. Simons submits his report.
Canada receives no mention, which, by the way, is usually
the case. It seems stranige that intercourse seems so diffi-
oult with our nearest neighbor. The absence of our pro-
ceedings is not even regretted, as in the case of some other
jurisdiotions,

8Sir Knight Robert Macoy, Brooklyn, Grand Recorder.
8ir Knight John W. S8imons, New York, Chairman F. C.

1880,

The Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, of the State
of New York, held its sixty-seventh Annual Conclave, in the.
village of Ithaca, Tuesday, Oct. 5th, A. D. 1880,

Sir Knight Thomas O. Chittenden, Grand Commander.
Grand and Past Grand Officers.

Fifty-three Commanderies were represented.

This is the Grand Commander's opinion as to the Trien-
nial Conclave of the Grand Encampment:—

Of the mere pageant, I have nothing to say, further than the ex-
pression of a hope that we have seen the last of this kind of display.
Growing in magnitude with the increase of the Order, they over-
' shadow the business, and leave, as in the present instance, 80 little
time for the consideration of important questions that they are laid
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‘over to be again taken tip three years hence, and probably again ad-
journed, ’ :

And Bir Knight John W. Simons, in his able and instrue-
tive report on F. C., emphasizes this allocution in these
words:—

The advantages to be derived from these mass meetings im-
bly fail in hing any supposed advantage to the Order in
general’ that may have been expected. We trust, therefore, that
while in the very nature of things we may not hope, in this genera-
tion at least, for the quiet old-fashioned meetings of ,the Grand En.
campment of twenty-five years ago, there may, at all events, be
infinitely less disposition to make the Triennial Gongl an
for parade and exuberant hospitality than for attention to the busi-
ness of an over-widening jurisdiction. ;

As to the Order of Malta it is observed:—

If we could get rid of the Order of the Red Cross, we imagine that
the Order of Malta would be cheerfully accepted; but until that can
be accomplished, the resulf, of our reading is that the brethren would
rather be excused.

And to the Trinitarian test:—

The discussion anent the required belief in the “Holy Trinity™
comes to us from the Great Priory of Canada, and, with all suitable
deference, seems to us one of those requirements * more honored in
the breach than in the observance.” For ourself, we can say that we
accept; the dogma most religiously and sincerely. We see nothing in
it requiring any special exercise of faith; for the moment we believe
in God the Father, omniscient, ipotent and ip t, i
about details, it is to us inadmissible; but, at the same time, Temp-
dars in this country are only required to defend the Christian religion
in its general sense, and as long as & man does that konestly and sin-
cerely, God forbid that we should inquire into his paxtioular mode of
daith.  If in his conscience he can not understand mor acoept the
-dogma. of the Trinity, we do not see that he is any the léss a Chris-
tian, or that his sword would be any the less heartily wielded in de-
fence of the Christian religion. Again, it ocourrs to us that if we
open this door, the draft thus créated will soon open others, and ‘we
shall finally get to such niceties of opinion that only experts in
tdigimhdﬂngudbem‘mgm admission among us. . -
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The better idea seems to stand on the present way, and leave:to
each man’s conscience such details as may best suit his mental con.
stitution.

Thege are the thoughtful words of a Christian Knight, and
evince liberal-minded charity.

The subject is again alluded to in reviewing Maine:— .

¢ Having been created:a Knight Templar, we are bound to sustain

the Christian religion, but not its various sects, nor their peculiar
ideas.

More than this, we: hold that any man apoepting the Christian
religion, must, of nécessity, aoept all its requirements, and o, if the
Ohristian religion requires us to believe jn the Trinity, well and good,
We acoept the conolusion without inquiring into the mearis by which
such conclusion is reached. i

! §
This does not hinder ns from saying that if it should be declared
from headquarters that we must be a Trinitarian, wé should at onge
Teoalcitrate, and insist upon our right of private judgment.

Our conclusion is that thess niceties of dootrine had better be lefy
Yo private judgment, and that, many men who really believe in Trini.
tarian doctrine would be driven from the Order if they were required
by law to believe in that dogma,

Canada for 1880 reveives due consideration:—

Phe annual address of the Great Prior is characterized as a valua-
ble contribution to the literature of the Order.

And as to the differences i our system it is remarkeden—
T is well that our fratres should understand that unless the views

on either side of the line undergo considerable modification, the two
systems must be considered as entirely different, having no pointa of

appraach except in the similarity of neme, and under Ppresent circum-

standes all that can be hoped for is such friendly relations as may be
promoted by & common origin. y ’

8ir Knight Robert Macoy,. Brooklyn, Gmn& Recorder.
Sir Knight John W, Simone, New York, Chairman F, .
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NORTH CAROLINA, 1881.

Just as these sheets were being forwarded to the printer’s
hands, we received the Proceedings of this, the youngest
Sister, among Templar Bodies. We welcome them with
pleasure, and record that:— ’

At a Convention of the Knights Templar representing the
Commanderies of the, State of North Carolina, convened in
the city of Wilmington, N. C., on the 10th day of May, A.
D. 1881, in obedience to orders from Eminent Benj. Dean,
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Tem.
plar of the United States of America, the following Com-
manderies were duly represented:— o

Wilmington C dery, No. 1, stationed nt\Wihningtou. |

Charlotte Commandery, No. 2, stationed at Charlotte.
Durham C dery, No. 8, stati d at Durham.

. 4 :? &
The requisite number of Commanderies being duly repre-
sented, the Convention was organized.

Eminent Sir Alfred Martin then presented the Warrant
and proxy of the M. E. Grand Master of the Grand En-
campment of the United States, anthorizing him to organize
a Grand Commandery for the State of North Carolina, and
to instaljthe officers thereof.

The Convention then proseeded to ballot for nine Sir
Knights to serve as officers of the said Grand Commandery.

The officers were installed, and the Grand Master of the
United States addressed the new Grand Bodies in eloquent
terms, saying:— :

You are undertaking to rear a Temple of your own. It may be
called & dual temple—a Spiritual Temple, and Temporal Temple—
the Pemporal Temple being the abode of the Spiritual Temple. The
designs of the Bpiritual Temple are given you. They are ‘described
in a few, a very fow words. From foundation stone to the highest.
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P le it ists of “ The Christian R ligion and the practice of
Christian Virtues.” What a noble Temple! How noble to “love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitéfully use you and Ppersecute you!”
The materials of your Spiritual Building are unchangesble and
everlasting, * The Temporal Temple, the abode of the Spiritual Tem-
Ple, is changeable and mortal. Tt is composed of men, and “man

cometh forth as a flower and continueth not.” The materials of thig '

Temple are constantly falling away, and must be constantly renewed,
Never let the new materials fall below the standard of the old ma.
terials, Let the members of this Temporal Temple Practice, as they
preach—the Christian virtues; then, and then only, will it be the
dwelling place of that Spiritual Temple, “ that house not made with
hands, eternal in the Heavens.”

To 'preserve this Témple as a fit abode for that  House not madg
with hands,” will require your constant care and watchfulness, If
you are negligent of your duties, you indeed may have a structure, a
Grand Commandery, subordinate Commanderies, and a greater or
less number of members, but * that house not made with h: ds
will flee from your Asylum’s aid and your ceremonies become ag
‘‘sounding - brass and a tinkling cymbal.” But if you are active,
brave, vigilant, if you put on the * whole armor of God,” this Grand

Commandery, its subordinates and its members will prosper; and the .

God of your fathers, who loves to dwell in the hearts of men, will
visit, encourage, comfort and protect your undertaking, You will
then indeed become a blessing to yourselves and to your State and
country,

/

Sir Kts. of North Carolina, may you ‘go on and prosper.”

8ir Kt. H. H. Munson, Wilmington, Grand Commander,
8ir Kt. James C. Munds, Wilmington, Grand Recorder,

OHIO, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Ohio assembled in its thirty-eighth Annual Conclave at
the oity of Mansfield.

 Bir J. Kelly O'Neall, R, E. Grand Commander,

\
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Grand Officérs and Representatives from all the Com-
manderies, 84 in number,

A new Commandery at Marion was-established.

The Grand Commander and others exchanged visits with
8ir Knights from Tennessee and Georgia. The Grand Com.-
mander says:—

Such interchanges of courtesies are not idle, but have a bemeficial
and lasting influence upon our Order and our country. They bring
into intimate personal relati citi ) members of our Order, from
widely separated parts of our country. They enable us to know and
appreciate each other, They obliterate any prejudices that may
exist, and make us a united and homogeneons people, and enable ug
to feel, when we grasp the hand of a Frater, come from what jurig.
diotion he may, that it is not a’ union of hands only, but & union of
hearts, of sentiments and of purposes.

The report on F., C. is from the learned pen of the well-
known Bir Knight E. T, Carson. Canada for 1879 and 1880
aro ineluded in the notices, - Of {he Montreal Assembly of
1879 it is said:—

The annual address of the Great Prior is a voluminous and most
teresting and valuable contribution to Templar literature. We
trust our friends will not be displeased because of the extended selec-
tions we have made from it. The test of the Holy Trinity, adopted
af the lagt meeting of the Great Priory, is one in which American
'Templars are deeply interested.

And lengthy extracts are made. Our Guelph Asgembly
for 1880 is discussed in half g page, it being noted simply
that:— : .

Again the venerable Great Prior delivered one of his admirable ad-
dresses, filled with mogt interesting historioal matter. We should
like to ' give copious extracts from this able document; inasmuch,
however, as we have already devoted so much space to Canada, we
uust omit it and pass on.

Propositions to adopt a Templar out-door parade uniform were sub-
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mitted and are pending. The Great Prior' don't fanoy our pretty:
military dress, principally because it has no kind of affinity with any-
thing pertaining to the ancient Templars.

This will be found under the head of Connecticut, 1880:—

The committee takes exceptions to the Canada suggestions of “ one
Bupreme Grand Master of the Order,” selested because of his arti-
ficial rank and royal birth. .

Why, this is a “Landmark.”” The office of Grand Master of
Masons of England, the  Mother Grand Lodge of the World,” has
been suceessively filled since 1721 by a nobleman, or one of royat
blood; While most of these Grand Masters have been men of high
moral worth and,ability, no one can doubt, they were *selected bev
ocause of their artificial rank or royal birth.”

Mark, we don't advocate the adopting of the Canada suggestion:
‘We deem it our duty, however, to call attention to the ** Landmarks,”
the darling pet of the poll-parrot stay in the rut Masons!

And these are his comments on' Sir Knight Drummond's
views:—

For ourselves, making no pretentions to any depth_of theological
knowledge, we have this to say, that if absolute, unqualified belief in
the ** Holy Trinity ” is not a part of the Christian religion, then ye
may leave out the divinity of Christ, in short there is nothing in the
whole system of Christianity we may not omit, and still be Christians!

The latitudinarianism of every-day thought, flippantly introduced in:

to the Oreed of the Christian religion, is shocking and disgusting,

If we don’t want to believe in the incarnation of Christ, his divinity,
and the Holy Trinity, we are not obliged to, but then let us be honest
and manly about it, like Mr, Ingersoll, and not steal the mame of
Christian. T

There is a most valuable addendum upon the Trinitarian
test, which we condense as follows:—

DOES BELIEF IN THIS DOGMA CONSTITUTE A PART OF A TEMPLAR'S CREED?

The bold stand Canada has taken on this question has attracted
oonsiderable attention, and has awakened much discussion pro and.
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con. The question is inipommt, and one that is likely to demand
more consideratien than hag et been bestowed upon it. ;

We do not propose to indulge in & theologioal discussion of the sub-
joot, as that is not our vocation, We shall simply consider the Hhis.
torical facts, Does belief in the Holy Trinity constitute a part of
orthodox Christianity, or, in other words, i8 it to'be regarded as a part
of the Christian religion which all Templars have vowed to defend?

That belief in the Holy Trinity was acoepted as a cardinal dogma.
of the Christian religion throughout the Christian world, when the.
Order of the Temple was instituted (1118), is a historical fact sus..
oeptible of undoubted proof. The order was sanctioned by the.
Church, and unqualified belief in the Holy Trinity was then, and is o
1ow, & fixed dogma, of that body. N

We can not find that there is any change in this doctrine by any of
the recognized orthodox church

Nearly all of the even so.callsd Ohristian denominations adhers to
it a8 & fundamental dogma, the very small number who do not are
regarded as heterodox!

The present Order of the Templars, whioh professes to be a per-
Ppetuation, in a modified. form, to be sure, of the Ancient Order of the.
Temple, had its origin in England about the middle of the last cen-
tury. There the Prevailing religion was then, as it is now, that of
the Church of England. The very first of the articles of religion of
that Church is a distinot enunciation of the dootrine of belief in the
Holy Trinity.

A Templar writer on this subject says:—

‘Ohristian religion’
that now the term

To raise the query: ‘ Whioh religion, the old or the new, have the.
Templars vowed to beliave and defend?” in view of incontrovertible
statistios, is simply astounding! We were surprised onmelvea-whe_n
We came o examine these statistios at- the very small number. of pro»
fessed Ohristians who 8ve anti-Trinitarians,
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We doubt' whether the Christian world was ever more nearly
unanimous in this great mystery and dogma of Christianity than at
the p t time. A heterodox minority of less than one per cent. is
getting very near the infinitesimal.

Our research on this subject leads us to the conclusion that the
“Apostles’ Creed,” at least so far as we quote, was the creed of, the
Christian world at the time of the founding of the Order of Templars,
and that it remains substantially intact as the belief of the Christian
world to-day.

It would appear that our distinguished knight, Sir Macleod-Moore,
has been misled by the sound of brass instruments into the belief that
anti-Trinitarianism has become very powerful, and is growing in the
United States.

The Unitarians number 155,471, in the United States, a fraction
over § per cent. of the orthodox Christian denominations. The state-
-ment about the spread of the Unitarian system is an error, as the
figures show, but the Unitarian Templars have controlled matters
largely to suit themselves. And yet their numerical percentage to the
whole body of the Order would, in our opinion, be found to be little,
if any, larger than it:is to the other Protestant Christian sects. We
know this to be 80 in the West and South.

" And after many extracts from ancient Masonic documents,
sums up in these conclusions:—

‘We have given extracts from twenty-one of these old Masonic con
stitutions, their dates extending over a period of more than two
hundred and thirty years (1490-1720.) All of them except, only
Krause’s, ‘and that of doubtful authority, contain unequivocal ac.
knowledgment of belief in Holy Trinity. It would appear to us that
Anderson in fulfilling the duty confided to him of * correcting and
digesting into g new and better method the history, charges, and re-
gulations front beyond sess,” etc., wemt beyond his authority, and
made new charges and constitutions quite unknown before, The
Order at the time of the *revival” of 1717, had fallen into great
decay, and was in'a condition when it was comparatively easy fo
make radioal changes in the organization, still the new constitutions
and charges as .produced by Anderson; and approved by the Grand
Lodge in 1723, gave much dissatisfaction to some of the members of
the Order. We believe the principal cause of this dissatisfaction
.grew and became formidable, working however in secret. Some
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time between 1728-1745, the exact time will probably never be known,
the movement going on by * evolution,” gome of the Brethren who:
wished to preserve the Christian features of the old Order, formed.
themselves into societies, adjuncts however to the Lodges, and con-
ferved the Christian Order of the Temple upon such members of the
Lodges as were worthy, and desived_ to receive it. Thereby perpet-
uating, preserving, and teaching in the Order of the Temple, what
had formerly been taught in all Masonic Lodges from time immemo.
rial, belief in Holy Mother Church, ;. e, the Christian religion,
including belief in the Holy Trinity, fully expressed in the opening
sentence of all the old Masonic Constitutions, as we have shown by
the numerous quotations we have given.

By adopting this course they avoided open rupture with the free-
thinkers or cosmopolitan Masons, and held their position in the Sym-
bolic Lodges, and practiced and taught the old Christian doctrine
under cover of Black-Masonry, the name, by which the early Masonio
Templars were known. They had this name from the fact that they
assumed a black uniform or clothy g in contradistinction to the white
and blue of the Lodge.

We reject the popular belief that Templar Masonry had its origin
with the Chevalier Ramsay, or on the continent; at all; the genius of
the Order is not in harmony with that latitudinarian, if not anti-
Christian, spirit, which hag characterized the minds of the Continen-
tal Masons even from its first introduction there from England in
1725. We have no doubt of its English origin; there is too much

dulterated orthodox Christian dootrine in the Order for it to have
originated across the English Chantiel. The conclusion at which we
arrive, and we have given our reasons therefor, is that belief in the
Christian religion, including the Hol) Trinity, was a dogma of the
early Masons; that the early Templars were simply Masons who unit-
ed themselves together. for the purpose of preserving to Masonry,
though in an added grade, what they regarded as one of its land-
marks. Evolution did its work, and from the embryo Masonio Tem-
ble Order of 1723-45, we have the great English and American Tem-
plar system of the present day. The grand characteristios of the
Order being now as they were in the beginning:—

“Belief in God, the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ, His
only begotten Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,” eto.

. We expect to be handled roughly by critics for the foregoing. We-
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have this to say in our defence: we have only quoted hlstory, and ite
logic has brought us to the conclusion we have expressed. Contro.
vert it who will.

Thése views are of high value nnd nearly accord with
those of our Great Prior.

A learned and interesting appendix contains a history of
the Order of Malta and some account of its ritual.

‘We part with Bir Knight Carson with reluctance, and re-
echo his concluding words:—

“In taking leave of our co-laborers of the reportorial corps, we ex-
tend to them, one and all, our kind fraternal salutations, hoping that
we may have avoided giving personal offense to any, assuring them
we have only thfa kindest, courteous feeling for all.

Sir Knight/ Ji ames Nesbitt, Troy, Grand Commander,

Sir Knight Enoch T. Carson, Cincinnati, Chairman F. C.

PENNSYLVANIA, 1880.

The R. E. Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania held its
twenty-seventh Annual Conolave in Williamsport, on Tues:
day evening, May 25th, 1880,

V. E. 8ir Kt. John P, 8. Gobin, Grand Commander.

Grand officers, und repre’sentutxves of 44 out of 57 Com-
manderies,

The Grand Commander’s address is chiefly a record of
official acts. He expresges his disappointment with the new
Ritual of Malta.

The Report on F. C. is from the pen of Sir Kt. Samuel
Harper, of Pittsburg, and includes the Proceedings of (s
nada for 1879, which receives but brief mention. We pret
sent the reviewer's argument as to the status of Greab
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. As Great Prior he receives his appointment, from H. R. H. the
‘Grand Master, whose representative and “aller ego” he says he is.
The last quotation is evid tly inténded for the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States, and althongh we do not intend to discuss
the matter, we do feel interested to have the logic of it straightened
out. The Grand Master of the United Btates is unquestionably the
Ypeer of H. R. H. If the National Great Priory is the peer of the
Grand Encampment, the Great Priory is of necessity the peer of the
Grand Master, and, if so, the peer of H. R. H., whose creature he is;
or, in other words, the creature is the equal of the creator. This
may possibly be so, but we really do not comprehend it.

He complains that our report omits the names of the
chairmen. Asg the writer omitted his own, there can be no
complaint on the.score of partiality. We have supplied the
omission in the present report.

The reviewer is in accord with the Great Prior's opiniong
48 to public displays and uniform. One would almost fancy,
the Great Prior’s words were echoed in these words:—

! As an indivldual member of the Order we are opposed to all public
displays. We admit that they allure many who are not of us in
more ways than one to seek o associate themselves with us; but they .
are generally. of the class who are rarely to be seen within the agy-
lum, but are nearly always to be found ready to air their cocked hats
and feathers before an admiring publio. They add no\substantial
strength to the Order. We are confident that if public displays were
abolished, oux uniform changed to one that could be more comfort-
ably worn in the agylum, and our energies more thoroughly devoted
to the esoterio_principles and Practites . of the Order, our growth
would be more real, substential, and enduring. Thase who would
seek to unite with us would do so out of love for the ihstitntion, and
would bring with them a zeal and devotion eminently calculated to
produce homogeneity of feeling and action among the entire member-
ship.  As it is now, love of display actuates entirely too many, as is
clearly proven by the increased number of applications on the eve of
Some grand demonstration, such ag Philadelphia in 1876, Oleveland
in 1877, and Chicago in 1880.

We realize the fact; however, that by the adoption of & uniform
and & drill snitable only for publio use, public. displays are a feature
of the institution and must be Tedognized; and we desire that: any-
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thing we have said in either this or our former report i favor of such
displays may be read in connection with this fact, ad not be con.
sidered as expressions of any personal favor we havg for publio de.
monstrations. ‘We prefer the quiet and secluded work of our asylums,
and will hail the day when everything else shall be eliminated from
the.Order. Our fervent prayer is that the day may soon come when
the outside world shall have no inducement to seek fellowship with
us, but the pure desire to aid in the widespreading and practical ful.
filment of the sublime principles of our institution, and when a publio
display of Knights Templar shall be as rare as that of Blue Lodgs,
Masons.

Sir Kt. Chas. E. Meyers, Grand Recorder, Phﬂadelphm
Sir Kt. Samugl Harper, Chmrma.n F. C., Pittsburgh.

TENNESSEE, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Tennessee, held its eighteenth Annual Conclave in Co-
lumbia, on Thursday, May 6, 1880.

R. E. Sir Kt. George Cooper Connor,: Grand Commander.

Grand Officers and Representatives of 12 out of 16 Com-
manderies. The Grand Commander does not give a hopeful
account of the condition of the Order in his jurisdiotion.
He says:—

The great scarcity of money, during the past few years, has serious.
ly interfered with the growth of the Order. I have noticed, with deep
regret, the annual decrease in the pumber of those on whom the
honors of Knighthood have been conferred. In 1873 there were 102
Knights oreated, but the additions since have been 72, 66, 53, 52, 48,
24, successively. There must be some cause, besides stringency of
the times, for this declension.

It is true Brownaville, with its 43 members, and Gilbert with its 80
members, have ceased to exist, and ancient Yorkville, now Trenton,

No. 2, has dwindled from a membership of 183 down to one of only |

88; but even these serious losses do not explain a clear loss in gix
years, of 144, 1In 1878 we numbered 879, in 1879 we numbered only

785. Certainly the extinction of these two Commanderios does not
account for the decreasing number of pilgrims who enter our Asylums.
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And we extract with unfeigned pleasure the following
kindly words:—

Memories of my youth draw out my sympathies toward that Do-
minion in which my early years were spent, and T would gladly wel.
oome recognition, by our Grand Encampment, of the Great Priory of
Canada, so that joint representation would result,

I would not attempt a critioism of the approved deofsion of the M.
E. the Grand Master, nor th& counter opinion of the learned Great
Prior of Canada, but I hope such counsels will prevail at Chicago, as
will enable Tennessee to oast its influences and votes on the side of
recognition and representation,

This recognition will not involve any change in our relative Pposition
as to costume, ritual or organization. Neither will it tend to the
* acknowledgment of but one Grand Master,” and he the heir appar-
ent to England’s crown, for such an acknowledgment could never be
made by American Templars. But it will give color to the claim of
brotherhood, and will make us one as an Order, though eternally
separate in civil governments and nationality, Why should Templar-
ism be less  Universal” than Anocient Craft Masonry?

The Report on ForeignCorrespondence is appended, and,
though brief, olearly epitomizes the doings of the Grand
Bodies it passes under review, including Canada for 1878.
In largely quoting from the Great Prior’s address, the Com.
mittee speak:—

The address of the Great Prior, Bir William J. B. Macleod Moore,
is full of interest and information.,

There is no farther comment upon our Proceedings be-
yond this:— .

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is by Bir Geo. H. F. Dart.
nell. He notes, in his conclusion, the difference between the English
and American Templar systems in this, that the former uses Masonty
only as the portal of admission to the Order, framing its laws accord-
ing to its own ancient rules, while the latter has engrafted upon it
the whole body of the Masonio law.

Bir Kt. Martin B, Howell, Grand Recorder and Chairman
omF, C.
9
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The proceedings do not disclose the address.of our oxocels
lent Frater. ¥

1881,

The Grand Commandery of Kuights Templar of the State
of Tennessee, held its nineteenth Annual Conclave in the
City of Knoxzville, on Thursday, June 9th, 1881,

R. E. Sir Kt. Joseph Henry Fussell, Grand Commander.

Grand officers, and representatives of 18 out of 16 Com-
manderies.

i
The Grand Commander at considerable length rehearses
the story of many official acts.

He appears to be satisfied with Yhe proceedings at Chicago,
and says:—

A display more grand than has before upon any occasion of this
character been known to the world, I am not prepared to dBnominate
a mere pageant. To the enlightened eye and heart, not & sword that
reflected a sun ray, but gave back a tale of Calvary, not a Templar
banner that floated upon the lake air's bosom, that did not tell of the
hour of agonies when man’s salvation was purchased.

-

And of his own jurisdiction:—

Harmony has prevailed throughout the Templar ranks, in the State :

- of Tennessee, during the past year. We should ascribe praises and
thanks to the Father Almighty, who in his ever enduring mercy has
shed such rich blessings upon our beloved Order during the year now
closing, we trust, under His Divine smiles, As these months have
passed some fifty have taken up the sword and buckler, and boldly
stand in the ranks, as the champions of the Christian Religion; and
near eight hundred true and trusty Knights enlisted in the Army of
Emmanuel arp to-day a power in the State of Tennessee, the extent
of which is iﬁonlonlablig, :

' Much hospitality appéara to have been* extended to the
members of Grand Commanderies, some of the hosts not
being themselves Sir: Knights.
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The Report on Foreign Correspondence is without signa-
ture. Canada for 1879 and 1880 has a place’in its pages,
and the Great Prior’s addresses are largely extracted from,
without comment, beyond stating:—

The Address of the Great Prior, Col. W. J. B. Macleod-Moore, is,
a8 always, full of interest and value. :

And again:—

The Great Prior again presented an Address so interesting that we
make no apology for giving to our Fratres of this jurisdiction extracts.

We are informed:—

In this jurisdiction, so far as we know, there is no symptom of
Unitarianism. We have always supposed that belief in the divinity
of Christ was the very foundation of the religion of which He Himself
was the chief corner stone. Without it the Christian religion is a

“mi , our cer ies are without meaning, and our faith is vain,
Take Christ a8 God-man from the New Testament, and the whole
tabric is a mere system of morals, not superior to Buddhism, and not
more obligatory than the requirements of the code of Confucius, The
fact that Christ was divine, and through his divinity brought immor-
tality to light, and that by Him, and only by Him, man may attain
%o the blessedness of the just made pertect, is the pillar of the system,

8ir Kt. Marﬁn P. Howell, Nashville, Grand Recorder.

TEXAS, 1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Texas assembled in Annual Conclave in the City of Pales-
‘tine, on Wednesday, February 11th, A. D. 1880,

R. E. 8ir Kt. Henry Scherffius, Grand Commander,

Grand officers and. representatives of nine out of fourteen
‘Commanderies.

The proceedings were of a routine character. A digest of
U, 8. Templar Law is appended.

-
o
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There is an excellent Report on F. C. from the pen of Sir
Kt. John J. Good. Canada for 1878 finds a space.

Referring to the Great Prior’s expressed disapprovsl of
making the Red Cross and Cryptic degrees as pre-requisite
to the Order of the Temple, the writer says:—

‘We have examined with care all the authorities accessible to us,
and sought light from Templars of long standing and reputed Tem.
plar knowledge. Notwithstanding it is contrary to the teachings and
practice in the United States, we are prepared to give to the opinion
thus expressed by this honored Templar, who has made so many
valuable contributions to Masonic literature, our hearty approval, for
the following reasons:—

First—No Red Cross Knight ever fought in the memorable struggle
between the Cross and the Crescent. -

Becond—Tradition informs us that this Order was of Persian origin,
and this country had been under Moslem rule from the death of
Yezdegerd, A, D. 651.

Third—Tradition informs us the Order was conferred by Darius,
King of Persia, on the ocoasion of Zerubbabel’s visit, within a period
of two years after Darius ascended the throne. Biblisal chronologists
inform us that this was 520 years before Christ.

Fourth—The Templar Order was organized 1,118 years after Christ,
or about 1,638 years after Darius first conferred the Red Cross, and
467 years after Persia had become a Moslem Caliphate.

Fifth—The Templar Order is founded entirely upon the New Tes-
tament, and hence, neither Jew or Moslem can become a Templar.

And concludes the extracts from the address by adding:—

Well méy our Fratres of Canda feel proud of the zeal and learning
of their Great Prior.

Sir Kt. Robert Brewster, Houston, Grand Recorder:

Sir Kt. John J. Good, Dallas, €hairman F. C.
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1881.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Texas assembled in Annual Conclave, in the Oity of Sher-
man, on Wednesday, February 9th, A, D. 1881,

R. Eo Sir Kt. H, B. Stoddard, Grand Commander.

Grand officers and representatives of nine out of fourteen
‘Commanderies,

This is the Grand Commander's opinion of the Triennial
at Chicago:—

The procession was * confusion confounded,” and was apparently
gotten up as & “ big show.” Deliver us from a repetition. And for
the failure, no more blame should in my humble opinion be attached
to Chairman Gassett, than to a hundred others, ;

The proceedings were entirely routine.

Canada finds a place in the Report on F. C., and our Pro-
oeedings for 1879 are briefly abstracted without comment;
and of 1880 it is said:—

M. E. Great Prior Moore's address, with the appendix A and B,
tover ﬁfteex\pages of highly interesting qu which we have not
8pace to give notice, and fear the effort to condensge,

And we are again abstracted in petto, and concludes kindly
in this fashion:—

ConrEsPONDENCE.—None, We regret that R. E. Sir Kt_. G. H.F.
Dartnell has quit writing. His and the Great Prior'’s views are an
annual treat to us.

In reviewing Ohio the * Trinitarian " question is thus dig.
‘oussed:—

It is our opinion that the religion of the old Templars was Roman
‘Catholic, and it was for this they fought, bled and died. 2

When Henry the VIIT. set himself up a8 “ Defender of the Faith, .

i
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etc.” and the Church of England became a fixed fact, independent of
the Holy See, Masons there, like other English, gave in their adhesion
to the doctrines of Christianity as taught by this Church, and have
sintce maintained them.

These doctrines were engrafted upon the early Masonic Bodies of
Amerioa, and so remained until the founders of the Templar. Order
in the United States adopted the broad Catholic doctrine of belief in
the Christian religion as a pre-requisite to admission. This embraces
the whole Christian world, and eliminates those seeta.ria.n views
which multiply so-called Christian d inations without r til
lustre upon the name of Christ, or credit upon those who pretend to
be his followers.

Reasons for this belief may be as numerous as the sands upon the
sea shore. With these the Order has nothing to do.. In this, the
Orders here are progressive, and in our humble Judgmenb have shown
sound sense.

‘We agree with the following:—

.We regret that every Templar cannot peruse the Proceedings of our
Grand Bodies for himself. It is a pleasure, and one that would in.
spire hopes, infuse energies and cause all Templars to take a deep in:
terest in the welfare of the Order.

The Reports on Correspond are ing & wider and more
liberal scope, becoming more attractive, and are in fact valuable con
tributions to the literature of the Order, while a spirit of good-feeling

and laudable emulation seems to inspire the entire corps.

Sir Kt. Robert Brewster, ~Houston, Grand Recorder.

Sir Kt. Jas. Masterson, Houston, Chairman F. C..

VERMONT, 1879,

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Vermont met in its thirty-seventh Annual Grand Con-
olave in the city of Burlington, on Tuesday, June 10, A.D.

1879,

R. E. Sir Knight Edward 8. Dana, Grand Commanden.
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Grand Officers and Representatives from all the Sab-
ordinate Commanderies, nine in number.

The Grand Commander's address is one of some length,
and we make the following extracts:—

I issued a Dispensation in August last authorizing Palestine Com-
mandery, No. 5, to visit Montreal, P. Q., in full uniform, permission
having first been obtained of R. E. 8ir W. J. B. Macleod-Moore, the
Great Pior of Canada. The Com dery was hand ly receéived
and courteously treated and welcomed by the Templars of Canada,
and I trust this visit will do much to more strongly cement the
friendship already existing between the Templurs of Vermont and
those of the Queen’s Dominion,

It is with much pleasure that I {(ﬂorm you that at the third Annual
Assembly of the Great Priory of Canada, at Montreal, P. Q., Oct, 11,
1878, at the suggestion of the Great Prior, our worthy Grand Tres-,
surer, Bir Knight George Otis Tyler, was elected an Honorary Pro-
vincial Bub-Prior of the Great Priory of Canada. This compliment to
8ir Knight Tyler appears on their printed records, and a notice of it
was communicated to me in a pleasant and courteous phrase by Sir
Enight Macleod-Moore, the Great Prior.

And from the report of the Committee on the Doings. of
Grand Officers:—

It is with feelings of-unfeigned pleasure.that we hear the expres-
sion of fraternal feeling of love and esteem from the courteous Sir:
Knights of Canada, but, in an especial manner are we gratified at the
high honor conferred upon our esteemed Sir Knight George O. Tyler,
by the Great Priory of Canada, and in grateful acknowledgment of
of the same, we would recommend that our worthy and esteemed
Fratre, W. J. B. Macleod-Moore, Great Prior of Canada, be constituted
an honorary member of this Grand Commandery.

The Report was adopted.

All the Great Bodies, except five, are reviewed in the

. report on Foreign Correspondence, Canada for 1878 is one

of the fortunate ones. The report is, as usual, terse and
straightforward. Canada is thus pithily noticed:—
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Very High and Eminent Sir Enight the Great Prior read an ad-
dress, in which ke discusses the various questions which he deemed
of interest to the Order, in a clear, intelligent and business-like Way.

The Appendices to the Great Prior's Address are papers of great
interest to the Craft and Order generally,

Our Grand Body was honored in the following manner: ‘On motion
of the Great Prior, E. Sir Knight George Otis Tyler, of Burlington,
Vermont, was elected Honorary Provincial Prior of the Great Priory.

* 8ir Knight Tyler now holds the position of Grand T er in our
Grand Commandery, and is well-known as one of the brightest orna-
ments of Magonry in this jurisdiction.

The Committee on Correspondence courteously review the proceed-
ings of all the Grand Bodies in the United States, except Georgia,
whose Proceedings did mot reach them, and compliment your com-
mittee by saying that our report is a model of terse condensation,
worthy of imitation in other jurisdictions, where wordy and windy
* padding” take the place of solid information.

Sir Kt. J. Munro Poland, Montpelier, Grand Recorder.,

f Sir Kt. Russell 8. Taft, Burlington, Chairman . C.
J .

1880.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Vermont met in its thirty-eighth Annual Grand Conclave
in the city of Burlington, on Tuesday, June 8, A. D. 1880,

Sir Edward 8. Dana, New Hayen, R. E. G. Commander.
4

Grand Officers and Representatives of nine Comman-
deries. There is nothing of special interest in the proceed-
ings, unless it be that $15 was appropriated for the report
on F. C. which occupies 2} pages, Canada not being men-
tioned.

Sir Knight Taft says:—

The character of this report will perhaps indicate our views as to

the nature of reports on correspondence. They are at times variable,
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‘Whatever a man does, he is richly compensated. 'We get fifteen
dollars for this report; we should have had the same sum if it had
taken us a year to write it, and it had been as long as & volume of
the Congressional record,

Bir Knight G. W. Wing, Montpelier, Grand Recorder,
Bir Knight ¥\ L. Fisher, Vergennes, Chairman F. ,

1881.

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State
of Vermont met in its thirty-ninth Annual Grand Conclave
in the City of Burlington, on Tuesday, June 14th, 1881,

R. E. Bir Kt. Edward 8. Dana, Grand Commander.

Grand officers and Representatives from eight out of nine
Qommanderies, S

V. E. Sir Kt. Chatles Roome, of New York, was received
84 & visitor with due honor. In reply to his welcomo, among
other things he said:—

As a Mason I know no difference among nations, sects or creeds,
% long as they meet around one common altar to- worship one God,
but as & Christian and a Knight I am ready to do my duty at all
times, and in all places, and under all circumstances, to maintain
and defend our holy religion and our faith, to defend which I am
ready to die at the stake, I proolaim here and’ elsewhere my belief
in the God who made me, the Saviour who redeemed me, and the
Holy 8pirit who sanctified me, and whom I trust will guide you and
me, R, B. Grard Commander, and every Frater of this Grand Body,
in all our rites that tend to the advancement of our noble and mag-
tanimous Order, to the glory of God and benefit of mankind.

The Grand Commander thus allndes to the Chicago
gathering;— :

. The Grand Commanderies of thirty-one States, and their subor-
dinate C deries, three hundred in numb y were in the line,
with their bands of musio, bearing proudly aloft banner and beau-
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seant, and marching with the precision of veterans. The imposing
spectacle was witnessed by at least half a million of people, two hun.
dred thousand strangers having visited the city to view the marshal.
‘ing of the Téemplar Host.

The weather was torrid, the crowds immense, owing to the fact
that Chicago had supposed itself large enough to quarter the whole
United States, and had issued urgent invitations accordingly. This
put many visitors and Templars to much discomfort, and occasioned
some impatient criticism. .

The business of the Conclave was transacted in a handsome Gothio
building erected in Lake Park, but with a forgetfulness on the part of
the builders that the constant rumbling of railroad trains, and ‘the
soreeching of locomotives, just in rear of the building, would prevent
any proper transaction of business. But so it proved.

The Committee on Grievances reportedi—

That they have made diligent search throughout this jurisdiction
and find no one who appears to be grieved, and congratulate this
Grand Body on the harmony that everywhere prevails.

Twenty-four Grand Bodies, including. Canada for 1880,.
were passed in review.

Ag to prefix to the ﬁames of Fratres, the writer thus dis-
courses, in considering New Jersey.

‘When the surname only is used, the prefixes Sir Knight should be:
added, and not wrongly and inelegantly Sir alone, as is growing to be
8 general custom in our proceedings, but never seen elsewhere, save
in the writings of foreigners, who do not understand the English
title. No doubt the Grand Master had been offended at being styled
80 often in records Sir Hurlbut. In one of the best printed journals
this misuse disfigures the pages. The Grand Commander announces
the names of all committees in this way, and the Grand Recorder
follows the same plan. The rule is that the title Sir is prefixed fo
the Chrigtian name alone, with or without the title Knight—never to
the surname without the title Knight, and the title Knight never fo-
the Christian name without the title Sir with it. We hope the Great
Prior of Canada will sustain our decision, notwithstandi g his protest

.
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Knights, and the Great Prior recommends substituting Brother-
Knight for Sir Knight, his reason being probably to avoid using the
English Baronet’s title Sir. This reason has no force with us, and
we claim that the term Brother does not belong to Knighthood, but
that the proper term is companion, not for the Masonio reason; by
such ruling we de not admit that we are Companion R. A. Masons,
but because this has been and is the custom of Knighthood. We do
not read that a man is created a Knight Brother of Bath, but we do.
read that a man is made Knight Companion of the Garter. The
words Frater and Fratres coming so generally in use, cover both
points.

The writer is wrong. The Companions of these Orders
are not Knights at all, or entitled to the prefix of * Bir.””
It is a lower rank of the respective Orders. The designations
of the higher ranks are respeotively, Knight of the Garter,
and Knight Commander of the Bath, abbreviated to K. G.,.
and K. C. B,

In reviewing Obhio, it is asked:—

Does belief in this dogma constitute a part of the Templars’ creed?
We answer unhesitatingly that in our opinion it does, and did before.
Canada opened the questi: Else ing the summons, “Come:
see the place where the Lord lay,” and foolish the message, * Go.
quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead.” Why
are we led out to Bethany, unless it is to behold the Ascension of the.
Lord, who is the Son, the Second Person of the Glorious Trinity? If
we believe His words, He says—It is needful that I go to my Father,
that the Comforter may come, who is the Holy Ghost, the Third -
Person of the Holy Trinity. Yet we are sorry Canada made this.
test, but if made we would have intained it, for it questioned that

+ which all our lessons teach, and ghowed an ignorance of our ritual,
a8 well as the symbols, we wear in common with the Templars of
Canada, For unless we believe in the Trinity we do not believe in
the Bon of God, and banished then the Cross, the emblem of our
Order, and put to silence folyéer the whisper, *“ Emanuel, God with

us.” Yet again with our ritugl as it is, we see no need of a further
test. From the throne of Héiven—-on the sky—of his sacrifice and
redemption, doctrines of the Trinity,—~wrote our Lord, “By this sign
oonquer.”

And in this connection we must say, that we think more justice:
would be done our Order in the United States, if Canada saw more:
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+of us and our work in the Asylum, and based its opinion less of us,
perhaps, by parade, in the streets of Montreal,

Canada receives more than passing notice, and we gladly
make the following extracts:—

The Most Eminent the Great Prior read his address, which to all
acquainted with his writings, it is needless to say,is learned and per-
suasive, yet we must add, and dore, on the subject of the United
States Templarism: At the opening he denounces the action of our
Grand Encampment in denying the Great Priory to be its peer. He
declares their independence, and explains that their connection with
the Eminent General of England was a union, and not & subordina-
tion, therefore the Great Priory was peer of all other Templar Insti-
tutions. And again that now this union was not dissolved but com-
promised, which means that Canada is no longer taxed for the Con-
vent General, and the words “Convent General” are expunged wher-
ever they appear in the statutes. Yet it may not be dead, but sleep-
ing, for ‘‘the meetings for the future of Convent General rest upon
the ipse dizit of our Royal Grand Master alone.” All of which seems
to us to prove that the independence of the Dominion itself, which is
not ranked as one of the nations of the world, or the Great Priory
seems to stand, as would our State Commandery if the Grand Encamp-
ment should cease for a time, though the Grand Master continued in

office, because no successor had been elected. ¢

We do not believe that it is clearly nnderstood that we do not
reject the Trinitarian doctrine, else our ritual is unwmeaning sound
and all our special services vain words, referring s they do to the
propitiation of the Father and the sacrifice of the Son.

It was the test and not the doctrine of the Holy Trinity which was
rejected. 'We believe and know to-tfa.y that the great majority of our
Templars are Trinitarian, and would not allow the doctrine to be re.
jected, though perhaps the same majority—we say it as Trinitarians,
confesgors of the creed—would wisely refuse to have this doctrine
made & test, or rather to deﬂpe and extend the present test, ‘Wemay
now algo conclude that the Templars of Canada are non-Trinitarians,
for they made a test of that doctrine and then repealed it, thereby
either yielding to those they call unbeli s, or b ing Unitarian
themselves. As they receive and wel heretics, they wel
heresy. Qui facet per alium facet per se. Again, if Templary is not
tanght in the United Btates, there is little teaching of it in the world,
for the whole number of Templars in the world is 54,751, of which

‘number there are in the United States 50,048, A little leaven may
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indeed leaven the whole mass, but not by arrogance and declaring -
unclean. We feel the tong of this address, clever as it is, and were
we called on to state the end and object of Templary in Canada,
' should feel like saying, that it lived to fear and denounce what is.

oalled the heresy of American Templarism,

‘We have copied these expressi of our neighbor on the Throne
of Canads, that our Fratres may know how they are regarded, as
they invade the Dominion in their plumes.

There is little in common between us, still such plain words may
do us good, tame our pride, and bid us look within for the true union.
*And have we not some good which they may see and receive ? ‘Their
courtesy we have received, and we know that their Great and High
officers do not disdain our Pprocessions, for we have seen them in our
ranks,’'and on days neither Templar nor Masonic.

Canada does more. Perhaps the evil influence of her New York
neighbor is too strong. Although the Great Prior said in 1879, « My
own impression is that more harm has already been done to Masonry
by parading it before the world, and by senseless show and parade
and reckless expenditure of money, than ever can be remedied,” pro-
Positions are now pending to adopt a Templar outside parade uni-
form, with sword and belt, gauntlets, helmet-shaped black hat, eto.

We have, of course, no representative system with Canada, unless
our own Grand Commandery may regard as a Representative our V.
E. Deputy Grand Commander, Sir George Otis Tyler, he having been
elected at the suggestion of the Great Prior, an Honorary Provincial
Prior of the Great Priory of Canada. Sir George is always keenly
snd courtously alive to questions concerning the National Great
Priory, and will pardon our remarks we trust, assuring our neighbors
of the fraternal regards of Vermont. Pax vobiscum.

The writer is mistaken. The test is not ‘““repenled "’ ex- .
oept in so far as regards visiting Fratres,

Sir Kt.lGeorge W. Wing, Montpelier, Grand Recorder.
8ir Kt. Frederick 8. Fisher, Vergennes, Chairman F. Q.

VIRGINIA, 1874,

The fifty-seventh Grand Annual Assembly of the Grand:
Commandery of Knights Templar for the Btate of Virginia,.




195 NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA.

.was held in the City of Richmond, on Wednesday, the 13th
«day of November, A. D. 1879.

R. E. Bir Kt. James Gaskin Bain, Grand Commander.

Grand Officers and Representatives of 14 out of 16 Com-
‘manderies.

The proceedings were chiefly routine.” An Address from
the Grand Prelate is worthy of extended extract, did our
space permit, in which, after expounding the history and
objects of Oraft and Capitular Masonry, Templar history is
thus presented:—

Oraft Masonry arose from-the natural weakness of man and his
need of fraternity to encourage him to go on in the right way, to sus-
tain him therein, and to make him a blesging while being blessed.
But the holy desire of good Chzistian men to protect the weak, re-
lieve the oppressed and enable them to serve God in Christ according
to their own views of right, was the origin of Templar Knighthood.
It arose in Palestine 761 years ago, being organized by nine Knights
of Chivalry who had been distinguished at the siege of Jerusalom,
Its first special object was the proteotion of weary pilgrims travelling
from afar to offer up their devotions at the Holy Sepulchre of the
Saviour, from the infidel and hated Saracen, who infested the high-
ways and insulted and despoiled the unprotected Christians. The
Order snon after added thereto the protection of the Christian Church,
and after thie downfall of the Hospitallers it inherited -their secrets,
principles and duties, and assumed their dress.

To carry out their intention, none were admitted into the Order
who were not believers in Christ, of spotless purity, just and brave,
and who would not unite with them in putting down vice, encourag-
ing virtue, protecting the feeble and relieving the burdened. Thus,
originating in sympathy for the feeble and the oppressed, the Order
becdme a guardian of the innocence and purity of woman, the pro-
tector of the maiden, the widow and the orphan, the defender of the
Christian faith, and, after its Maltese connection, the nurse of the
sick and wounded and of the distressed. Being trained gentlemen,
the bers were , h ble and brave. And the true
-and noble principles of the Order can be maintained in their integrity

-only by having the pure blood of the honest and dourteous Christian
sgentlemen to course through the veins of every member,
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e 12th The cause of the Templars, being that ‘of h anity and religion,

was £0 highly esteemed and, the Order was so ho red by the Pope,
and so celebrated for its charity and beneficenceyxthat kings and

der. princes not only sought admittance, but, alas, enriched ‘it by valuable
gifts. Thus, when the members left Palestine, it was With wealth
5 Com- and honor. Many who were totally unfit for the place soyght and
gained admittance in the earlier, as well as the later days, through
that same false sympathy, which during the late war®fused the un-
38 from worthy to be taken into our Lodges. It‘ was thought that they would
lid our be trained to be worthy, but they had gained all that they sought and
had no heart for being built mp in the Templars faith and work
ry an.d These, untrained in the simple habits and honest principles of the
tory is poor soldiers of Jesus Christ, fell into bad habits, and thus, everitual-
ly, gave occasion to a covetous Pope and a King to put to death the
prominent members, seize their treasures ahd break up the Ory
and his Three Priories alone remained; and from these we are descended.
, to sus- Unworthy members degraded their chara,cteﬂ\ and thus brought ruin
blessed. on all. i \
eak, re- o )
scording Some light is thrown by the following-words on the causes
Ihﬂ}%ﬂ- of Templar prosperity among our: brethren on the further
ke side of the great Liakes:— .
usalem,
avelling Af er the close of the war, the best of the Masonic fraternity sought
> of the Knighthood, not only on account of its Christian principles and high
0 high- character, for noble deeds and good works in the past, but also that
5. The by union with those of similar principles, they might either rid the
Churoh, Lodges of the many unworthy who had gained admittance during the
secreta, war, or reform them. The unworthy also, drawn by the name, his-
tory and uniform, favored by the desire for numbers and the neglect
of the officers, found an entrance into the Temple, and assumed vows
: I? rdee which they could not honestly take, professed principles which they
ki could not comprehend, and entered on a professed life whose duties
00NN they had no heart to'practice. The Order thus became numerioaily
Thus, Prosperous; but the seeds of death were in the breath that gave so
;1:)1;1“:- large a life.
r of the The Report on Foreign Correspondence places Canada for
;1:;:’: 1878 at the head of its list, and commences thus:— -
he: true The Great Prior delivered a very lengthy, able and exceedingly in-
;::‘iix deresting address, which, for the sake of the information it contains,

We would be glad to transfer bodily to this report, but we must con-
fent ourselves with & fow selections.
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And after making liberal extraets, comments thereon in
these words:—

We do not mean to endorse all of the views contained in these ex.
traots, for some of them are at variance with opinions expressed fr.
quently in these pages, but he is so sensible in much that he says,
that we claim him as an able advocate of what we regard as the spirit
of our Order, and as such we commend these extracts to the oarefy]

ideration of all T plars, We do not feel able to ‘cope with him
in argnment, having neither the information nor the skill, but this
does not deter us from admiring what he says and the way he says it,

And further on says:—

The Report on Correspondence is a very pleasing and courteous
review of the proceedings of thirty-one Grand Bodies. Of us he 88Y8,
referring to our 'report of last year, It is chatty and gossipy, and
might well bear condensation.” From so distinguished a Templar ag
¢ Provineial Prior Sir George H. F. Dartnell,” this is rather & severs
blow to our conceit, and these “hierogliphics before his name will
startle us in our nightly repose, but, Sir George, by way of a little
talk, permit us very meekly to observe, that we love ohat; it is 8o nice
to write just as you feel, to be on easy terms with your Templar
friends, and if you are not as learned as soma of the * big ones,” avail
yourselves of your privileges as a member of the M. A. B. and say
what you please, always provided, you are courteous. As to being
** gossipy,” if you mean to say we resemble an old maid, you are mig.
taken; or that we like to make mischief, you are wrong; but if you
mean to say we delight in imparting information, then, Sir Greorge,
you are right.

No, Bir George, we' never forget Canada, but our views were so
much better expressed than we were able to do (althougli Innes does
sometimes chat), that we preferred to make use of his ideas.

Frater Scott will accept our thanks. The word gossip is
& corruption of “ God-sib,”"—Akin to God, or what is good.
Kindly take it in this sense. And * this is the conclusion of
the whole matter:”"—

There is in these “Annual Proceedings,” so much matter, so good,
80 valuable, 8o interesting, that it is a very nice thing to make proper
selections. We do' most heartily wish that every Templar could ot
would read ?2; for we are confident that he would rise from the

Pperusal proud of his connection with the Order,
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A.
. v 8ir Kt. W. B. Evans, Richmond, Grand Recorder.
thereon in .
8ir Kt. James A Scott, Richmond, Chairman F. (.
in these ex.
proimed i _ ; VIRGINIA, 1880,
1at ho says, The fifty-eighth Assembly of the Right Eminent Grand
‘:;“he spiri Commandery of Knights Templar for the State of Virginia,
i ;i:;r]ﬂ convened at Old Point, on Thursday, 25th day of November,
11, but this A. D. 1880.
o R. E. James Gaskin Bain, Grand Commander, and
Representatives from 10 out of 16 Commanderies, The pro-

L i oceedings call for no comment,

us ho “Y:i ¢ The report on F. C. is contained in these words:—

DBBle, an

Cemplar ag For reasons in which the Grand Commandery will take no interest,

P!

I & severs We are unable to make our usual report to the present Grand Annual
name will Conclave, sl

‘toifs a.soht'ﬂa ‘We have received the proceedings of our Sister Gfand Bodies, and
'r TemnI]:: are most happy to observe the uniform improye t and tinued
i gl Brosperity oftho Order, both at homo and glrdad,

S. and say Bir Knight W. B. Isaacs, Righriond, Grand Recorder.

8 to being

u are mis- Sir Knight James A. 8 , Richmond, Chairman F. C.
but if you

¥ Coug WEAT VIRGINIA, 18789,

Wl The fifth Annufil Assembly of Knights Templar of the
nnes dogs Btate of West Virginia was held in the city of Martinsburg,
b on Wednesday, September 18th, A. D. 1878.

gossip ;ﬂ V. E. 8ir J. 8. Haldeman, as Grand Commander.

is good.

lusion of Graud Officers and Representatives from five Subordinate

Commanderies, permanent nfembers and vigitors, '

) 80 8005( The Grand Master’s address was read for him, he being
_k;m unavoidably absent. It is a record simply of official work.
from the

The Grand Recorder, among other things, reports: ...
10
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It gives me great pleasure to report an exchange of proceedings be-
tween this Grand Cbinmandery and the Great Priory of England and
Wales. '

1879.

The sixth Annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery of
Knights Templar was held in the city of Parkersburg, on
Wednesday, September 17th, A, D. 1879,

R. E. 8ir Frank Rex, as Grand Commander.

The Grand Commander for this year being also absent he
delivered his address by proxy. As to public parades this is
his opinion:—

There is a difference of opinion among eur Sir Knights concerning
the propriety of our public parades; there should be no variance on
this subject. There is a propriety of action in all that we do in life,
and whilst it would be wrong and injurious to appear in public on
every trivial occasion, it is equally wrong, injurious and destructive
to the best interest of Templarism to live like superannuated monks.

The proceeding%;f twenty Grand Bodies, including Can-

ada for 1878, are duly noticed in the report on Foreign Cor-
respondence, which is an excellent one, notwithstanding
that the writer modestly states that he is:—

Fully conscious of its'defects and * with all its imperfections on its
head,” it has been prepared in such odds and ends of leisure as the
writer could command during the past few weeks, and is the result
of hasty work, and although it is not complete there is probably
« plenty of it—such as it is.” :

Canada receives scant though courteous notice in these
words:—

The annual addressof the Great Prior, 8ir Kt.W.J. B. McLeod Moore,
is full of interesting matter, Sir Kt. Macleod Moore is one of the recog
nized * authorities” upon questions of Templar history and obser-
vance, and several interesting and instructive articles contributed by
him to the Canadian Craftsman anent the history of the modern order
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Templar Priest, are appended to his address. The articles referred

-to are full of information not easily ible to the Masonic student

and we would be glad to cdpy them here in full did the limits of this
report allow. :

Frater George H. F. Dartnell, Provincial Prior, appends his name
to a very interesting and careful report on Foreign Correspondence.

England is also reviewed, and the reader is told:—

The Great Priory holds regular y ly and half-yearly meetings in
London in May and (December, and ‘it has Subordinate Preceptoties
in all of the British Rrovinces, until,flike the ‘‘drum-beat ” spoken of
by Webster, the trumpet of the Warder is heard around the world.

The Vice-Chancellor seems to ocoupy the position and perform the
duties of the Grand Recorder in American Commanderies,

There are many differences in mode of gg&njz&tion and govern.
ment, in title and rank, in costume and drill, in ceremonials and even
in the tenets of the Order and the creeds insisted upon, between the
English Knights Templar and those adhering to the American SyB-
tem, but there are also sufficient points of resemblance to show that
if the American Knights Templar are exactly full brothers of the
blood with our English relatives, theyk at ledst full cousins.

The conclusion is too excellent to be omifted:—

The central idea in all of the reports we have reviewed and the
Templar addresses we have read, is the maintainance of the Christian
religion. Through many errors in practice, and seventy times
seven” needs for forgiveness, the Templar Order turns fo Christ a8
its corner stone, the rock upon which all its ceremonies, all its pre-
cepts, all its good influences are founded. In this latter day there is
10 necessity for the believers in the Christian faith to wage bloody
war against Paynim hosts, if indeed such warfare were ever sanc-
tioned by the Prince of Peace, and the weapons and military trap-
pings of the modern Templar are useless except ‘as symbols of that
moral warfare in which all true Knights Templar are enlisted under
solemn vow. Never before was it more necessary for the guardians
of the faith to be more watohful and more vigorous than now. The
fierce charge of the § six hundred years ago boded no such dig-
aster to the Christian hosts as does the spirit of modern infidelity in

-its endeavor to uproot the faith whioh our fathers and mothers exem-
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plified in holy ‘and devoted ‘livés. There is abroad a spirit of
materialism, a theory of utter extinétion by.death, a denial of the im.
mortality of the soul and of ‘all the hopes of future happiness which
are sweet to him whose whole life has been spent in ceaseloss' strug.
gles for the right and who looks for a blisstul hereafter as the only
just recompeti¥e of present pain. Against the insidious spread of
this foe to our peace, Knights Templar must labor if they be true'to
their vows. What part or parcel of the Masonic heritage can any
man have who denies the future existence and the immortality of the
soul? How can any man take the vows of a Templar or remain a

And th
‘Order:—

It is clain
tion; that s
place and m
&e., &e., all

member of the Order of the Temple, whose faith in the fund tal
dootrines of the society has been shaken? Against materialism,
against new forms of paganism, against all that would rob Christ of
his honor as & Divine Teacher and. would dim the brightness of His
lustrous example, and undermine faith in His merits as the Re-
deemer of the World, it behooves all Knights Templar to wage con-
stant, steady and resolute war.

8ir Knight George F. Irvine, Wheeling, Grand . Recorder
and Chairman F. C.

’

WISCONBIN, 1879.

The twenty-first Annual Conelave of -the Grand Com-
mandery of Wisconsin convened in the City of Eau Claire,
on Tuesday, September 2nd, at 1 o’clock p.m., A.D. 1879:

Grand officers and Representatives from all 14 of the sub-

ordinate Commanderies.

The Grand Commander reports:—

Notwithstanding the depreseion in busi our C derfa
have experienced a healthy growth during the past year. Neither
has malignant scqurge afflicted us, not calamity overtaken us; but
instead, health and a fair degree of prosperity have been our portion.

The first Easter Service ever held by Knights Templar in this
Btate occurred in 1878. “In 1879 six of our Commandefies entered
upon the discharge of this duty, and successfully celebrated this
Christian Anniversary; and 'to-day we have publicly, and I believe
sincerely, thanked our Heavenly ‘Father for His manifo]d blessings,

and humbly prayed for His guid gist and protection’for

""time to come.
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And these are his views of the aim and scope of the
Order;—

It is claimed by some that our Order is not a reformatory institu-
tion; that sermonizing by Grand: Commanders and others is out of
place and uncalled for; that the teachings of the Order are sufficient,
&o., &o., all of which would be well enough if it were true, but not

i Loy
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Churist of
38 of His
the Re-
vage con-

Yecorder

d Com-
Claire,
1879:

he sub-

anderfes

Neither
 us; but
- portion.

rin this
entered
ted this
[ believe
lessings,
otion’ for

) ing thig tial feature, I am obliged to deny the statement.
A reformatory institution is one which has within its Constitution
the means of making men better; of oorrecting evil habits, of increas.
ing morality and decreasing sinfulness, of ourbing the passions and
making them subservient to sound judgment. And mankind need to
be reminded of thege things, and as we have before stated, our moral
powers must be brought into action or they become unhealthy. Our
Order does this. Tts tendency is to elevate men, to remind them
often of these things‘ which make the standard by which Christian
mmen are to be measured—in short, to develop manhood. This is
what our Order does, and is therefore a reformatory institution.

As to sermonizing by Grand Commanders, I do not think we have
balf enough of it. A little good preaching, and o great amount of -
sincere praying are necessary for all of us, Few, if any, have reached
80 high a plane that they are not able to endure a little reformation.
Men do not stand still morally, they go one way or the other; and one
great object of our Order and of our preaching is to keep men moving
upward and onward, developing more and more that noble manhood
with which our Father in Heaven has endowed us,

Then, Sir Knights, be. patient with me while I once more urge you
to rise above all petity jealousies, all bickerings and quarrelings, all
prejudices, and work for the glorious cause in which we as Knights
Templar profess to be engaged. Allow nothing to hinder a faithfal
following of the Great Captain of our Balvation, whose life, character,
example and teachings are as a clond by day, and a pillar of fire by
night, to guide us in the only pathway which leads to success for our

Order and everlasting salvation for ourselves.

The R. E. Sir Kt. was re-eleoted, this being his fourth
term of office,

Bir. Kt. A, W, Carpenter again takes up the pen as Chair-
man of Foreign Correspondence, and in his report Canada
for 1877 and 1878 finds a prominent place,
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Here are thoughtful words:—

This is one of the great crises of the world. Every institution under
heaven is * under fire,” being the transition period from the iron clad
regie of dogma, to thé benign empire of reason, in spiritual affairs,
Many fall by the way and lapse into imbecile unbelief touching the
great questions of time and eternity, while others jump clear. over-.
board into the unseaworthy craft of disbelief, anid drift about like &
vessel without rudder, chart or pass, in thick weather, and on
an unknown'sea. It is an unfortunate infirmity of mankind to go by
extremes, without much regard to rhyme or reason-—that is, the shal-
low pated or hollow hearted. The sons of ministers of the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ, lapse into blatant: atheists. Infidelity is
like rabies—when it 18 epidemic, too much care cannot be exercised
to guard the young, the weak-minded, those who are .in any way
easily led astray, from the contagion.

Of the loving and noble daughter of the late Sir Knight
Thomas J. Corson, he feelingly observes:—

God bless ;;hee, noble danghter of one of the noblest men the Order
of Knights Templar ever reckoned among its hosts; and may you
never have occasion to regret his devotion to Knightly work and asso-
ciations. T

Bir Knights of New Jersey! You have a sacred charge, to make light
and easy the pathway of life for her whose filial love and devotion so
ministered to the comfort and happiness, and smoothed the dying
pillow .of him who so laved you. all, and who labored so long and
well in your behalf, and made Yhe title of Knight Templar in your
midst, the synonym for honor, beneficence, purity and love.

This is what is said of Canada:—

Our neighbor of the Dominion failed to put in an appearance in
season for the last report, so as there are two years proceedings to re-
view, your Committee gives this Grand Body the * post-of honor” in
the Knightly procession.

The Address of the Great Prior, and the proceedings of 4
1877 are summarized in charaoteristio style, and he openshis |
batteries towards the north in this fashion:—
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8ir Dartnell is & good ‘Writer—an able critio and judicious quoter.
He reyiews Wisconsin for 1876,—quotes from the address and report,
and then adds: ‘The report, which is otherwise a most able and

bion under interesting one, is marred by many of those trivialities and wordy
L 10L C}"d *horse play’‘which disfigures several of the reports under review.”
“"l""ﬁ"“rﬂ' And then gives his idea of what & report should be, viz.: *In all
ching the kindness and courtesy, we submit that these useful communications
lear f)ver-- are intended for instruction, and not for amusement; and that the
out like & individuality of the reporter should not be too apparent.” All right
r, and on Sir Dartnell, but there rises within us just a trifle of the feeling
d to go by which tempered the complaint of the native American Irish lad, about:
, the shal- being ¢ whaled by the beggarly furriner.” And now, Sir D., we for-
she E?BP‘?l give you, and as an evidence of i, give to our * Regublican Fratres,”
fidelity is the benefit of your noble, just and eloguent peroration.
exercised
R Thanks Sir Kt.! 'We accept the penance, the absolution
and the benediction! On our proceedings for 1878 the re-
» Knight viewer comments:—- :
The Great Prior p ted his address, a document in keeping with
the great ability and attainments of its author, in the philosophy and
the Order history of the Order. He takes the Grand Encampment to task for
| may you not accepting the ‘ Great Priory as its peer in the representative sys-
 and auioy tem.” Your Committee has not taken the trouble to examine into
the matter, but at an off-hand glance it is difficult to see wherein the
i peerage consists; the Great Priory recognizes fealty of some sort to
make light < i
B another Grand Body, and has moreover a very mixed sort qf member-
. ship, differing in degree from our Grand ** Head Centre” institution.
$he Ayitg Sir Moore is & genuins, broad, high-minded man, treating all matt
) Jong and ! : genuine, broad, fg .n?n.] ! 'man, 'rea ing . mal .ers.
ar i your of difference in the * true catholic spirit,” viz.: “in essentials unity,
in non-essentials diversity, in all things charity.” It would be well
for gome of our mushroom growth of Templars to get hold of Sir
Moore'’s writings, read, them, try and understand them, and then be
moved by the inspiration of the same spirit which pervades them
through and through, and there is no Sir Knight this Committee has
earance in ever met who might not derive great good from studying Sir Moore's
lings to re- works in appreciative mood, and then chime in with the great oratorio,
honor” in wherein dissonance may rot come, of which they are prophetic.

: He asserts:—
edings of .
opens his

The Grand Encampment of the United Etates of America recog-
nizes no superior mundane ghthority, more than the government of

“ |
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the United States recognizes any superior earthly power to whose
behests it owes allegi The government of this country is on

anicable terms with the nations of the earth. Our people recognize

the * Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of man,” but both ‘govern«
ment and people claim to be * independent of all save the meroies of
God.” It is eady for anybody to claim to be supreme; it is another
thing to substantiate that claim de Jfacto, when the government, or
people of the United States constitute the party of the other part.
'Our Fratres of Canada may as well recognize the fact that the United
Btates, in the aggregate, is not a province, or, in detail, are not’ pro-
vinces of England, and are therefore not in eodem staty with Canada
in any particular. This is said in all kindness and fraternity.

All that we said in praise of the nobility, justice, truth, benevol-
ence, beneficence, intelligdnce and culture of our Canadian Fratres of
all grades, we here repeat, and assure them that our compliments are
no idle sealing of verbal artillery,

Of course we don’t all see all things alike, and the attrition of

friendly criticism keeps up & healthy glow of the mental and moral
system. :

‘When Sir Dartnell comes to hig * conclusions,” every true reporter,
who is endowed with capacity enough to be allowed away from home
without a guardian, should be prepared with space to give them in
extenso. No abbreviation can do them justice, so here is to you all
with his splendid, sensible and kind last words of the very able report
which has so interested us.

In relation to the information contained in the concluding para-
graph, we can only say that we think it would have been wiser, in
these times of infidelity and atheism, To have required an unqualified
declaration of belief in any God, than to assent to any dogmatio
analysis of Him. However, that does not trouble us, we are orthodox
enough to be trinitarian for those whoé need that doctride to estab-

, lish and maintain a true Christian character, and unitarian for those
who need Deity concentrated to keep them in the way of the truth
and the life of Christ,

And, now, to all with whom this correspondence matter has any
relation: The experiences and associations of our three years'of ser-
wvice in this role, have benefitted us, if no one else. We have come
to a broadér, deeper, higher, juster conception of the mission of the
Order and of its possibilities, than ever before. 'We have come to
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respect the intelligence of out contemporaries, revere their virtues,
“and love them because we can’t help it.” That is, every word, as
sincere &8 if the * coinage” were our own, and is from our inmost
goul.

Bir Kt. Carpenter Vale/ our difficulty has been to refrain
from the temptation to make more extended quotations.

8ir Kt. Charles P. Utley, Milwaukee, Grand Recorder.
Bir Kt. Albert V. H. Oarpenter, Chairman F. (.

1880.

The adjourned Annual Conclave of this Grand Body was
Leld in Milwaukee, on 20th October, 1880; present: R. E. Sir
Kt. John W. Woodhull, Grand Commander; Grand Officers
and Representatives from 14 Commanderies.

The Grand Master thus alludes to the Triennial of the
Grand Encampment:—

The business transacted by this Grand Body was very meager, and
I hardly. believe will 'result in much benefit to the Order. Many
things contributed to this state of affairs. First—The building in
which the.meetings of the Grand Encampment was held was beau-
tifal in design and grand in execution, but the worst place in which
to transact business I ever had the honor to sit. Second—The im-
mense number of Sir Knights present, the grand entertainments pro-
vided for them by our Chicago Brothren, all tended to detract from
the business properly before the Grand Encampment, Third—The
extreme hot weather, for which no one was personally responsible,
rendered the room in which we met almost unbearable, and all seem-
od to entertain the opinion that the best thing to do was to retire to

' some other latitude and quietly await & change of weather.

For these reasons, and some others which might be mentioned, the
work of the Grand Encampment was not what it might have been
under other and more propitious ciroumst An attempt was
made to talk ritual, but it becoming known that those outside the
building could distinguish what was said full as well as those inside,
it was abandoned.
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The Grand Encampment is a Body composed of some of the best:
intellects in the United States. It has within it the power for grea -
good, and if it was not for the Grand Parades and Entertainments.

accompanying its sessions would accomplish all that the most exact.
ing could ask for. But so long as it is hampered by these sorrowful
spectacles, so long will its usefulness be an imaginative quality rather
than a reality. I believe the sentiment is gaining ground that grand
displays and the Grand Encampment must separate. ‘Judgidg from
my own experience at New Orleans, Cleveland and Chicago, it would
be far better to hold the Conclaves of the Grand Encampment at
‘Washington, or Portland, Mdine, and the displays in San Francisco
or on the Sandwich Islands. It is claimed by some that there is a
‘‘middle ground” to which these displays should and can be limited,
I am frank to say that I do not believe it. ; When Sir Knights start

- out to make a display they will do it, and there is no power in the
Grand Encampment to prevent it. It is nonsense to pass & resolu.
tion that the Grand Encampment will submit to no escort exoept
that of being escorted to the Asylum. This escort may go by the
way of the Gulf of Mexico if they choose; and as at Chicago, they
may start at 8,30 a.m., and travel under a burning sun until 2 o’clock
p.m., endangering the lives of thousands of men, and even killing

' some, and yet the Grand Encampment cannot, if it wished, prevent
it. There is but one way to ge this matter, to enable the Grand
Encamipment; to properly discharge its duties, and that is to stop all
parades and cumbersome éntertainments at the place where the
Grand E pment is in sessi Horace Greeley said, * the way
to resume specie payment, is to resume.” The way for the Grand
Encampment to stop this foolishness, is to stop it. And until it is
stopped we cannot expect the business of the Body to be properly
transacted.

o
Proceedings routine.

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of
Bir Kt. Albert Carpenter. Although chatty and rather dis-
coursive it is full of sound common sense as well as trenchant
criticism. These are a specimen of his style, Sir Kt. John
Stedman

Hits our Canadian Fratres handsomely for their “asking us to
participate in violating ¢ one of the foundation principles of Masonry”
by acknowledging the Prince of Wales as the Supreme Grand Master
of the Order, * because of his artificial rank and royal birth,” and n}t
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on account of any degree ot fitness for such a positién, while they,
(our Canadian Fratres,) are * holding up their hands in horror at our
harmless and pretty ‘cocked hat and feathers;’ and pinning us to doe-
trinal tests which have no relation to the practical duties of a Chris-
tian life.” Our wonder is whether our Canadian Fratres ever read
about the fellows whom one of the Trinity * sat down on,” heavy too,
for metaphorically, of course, straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel without winking.
- * * * * 4 * * * *

The Templarism of to-day approaches the stern Christian ¥irtues
of Jacques de Molay and compeers in about the same ratio as the

brass buttoned “frock coats of society,” and the French chapeaus:

and ostrich feathers resemble the armor and trappings of the Templar
Crusaders. There is no call for a return to the manners, customs,
dress or language of those days; nor is there any eall for adhering to
& mass of nonsense because of any fancied resemblance to antiguated

forms, as essential to the preservation of the generic principles or-

regulations of our Order. Such folly dwarfs the significance of the
Order.as a benefivent force applicable to current life—makes far re-

mote its probabilities of usefulness, and with the unthinking, hides.

its possibilities in the promotion of human welfare.

Our Canadian brethren have, as we last year noted, adopted a
hyper-dogmatio requirement in the matter of belief in the Trinity, as
& condition of admission, as visitors to their Preceptories, of the Tem-
plars of the United States. This don’t trouble us any, as we are
willing our neighbors should handle Deity in fractions if they don’t
fecl able to do so as an integer, but we think Brother Berry as near
the kingdom of heaven as our exclusive fratres across the border.

For our part, we never could appreciate the istency of any body
of men naming any organization recognizing the Christian Religion,
after any Heathen Deity, whatever his character may be.

There is no institution under the sun, within our scope of informag
tion, whose literature is so cursed with shilly-shally, namby-pamby,

hundrum stuff as the Magonic, and it is like an * oasis in the desert’”

or a bonanza in & region not apparently worth hell room, to find a
man of brains and culture combined with originality, and not afraid
to talk good horse-sense, if it don’t square with all that some ass has:
denominated “ landmarks.” We have not lost one iota of veneration
for any generio principle of Masonry or Knighthood, but there is an

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 208
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almighty lot of bosh connected with the work and leotures that never
ought to be countenanced outside an asylum of idiots.

Canada for 1879 is reviewed in the same characteristie
style. Hg says:— !

The address of Great Prior Moore ocoupies ten pages, and is, aa
usual, a valuable and interesting paper. He uses no circumlocution
in stating either premises or conclusions.

quaintness; sounding an answering note to the Great Priorfa

And then gives an abstra;:t thereof, grotesque in 1:[(
utterances, thus:—

We are pleased to see that we are not_alone in entertaining the\

idea that we, as Knights Templar, should not be hampered too
much by the traditions and usages of the Lodge and Chapter, but
have our Government independent thereof, requiring only good stand-
-ing therein as conditions of admission to out ranks, but holding our
members amenable only to our own regulations for their continuance
withrus, and not liable to the mistakes or caprices of other Bodies
for their standing as Knights.

And kindly concludes his notice of Canada in these
pleasant words:—

The Report on Correspondence is by our esteemed friend, Sir Geo.
H. F. Dartnell, reviewing the Proceedings of twenty-four U, 8. juris-
dictions, ocoupying thirty-eight pages, and is in his usual concise
and clear method of statement and. criticism.

Wisconsin receives its full measure of courteous notice-by the able
and impartial reporter, three pages. He says:—‘‘ The Grand Com-
mander’s address is lofty in force, chrigtian in spirit, and able in die-
tion.”  Bir Dartnell has come to understand us better than he did at
first, and finding there is no mischief in our composition, good natur-
edly puts up with our way of putting things; for which, thanks, We
Prize very highly his sensible opinions, and would sooner cut off our
right hand than have it write a word whioh should cause him pain,
Were we to continue in this role, we should derive great benefit from
communication with,a gentleman of such pure thought and elegant
diction, and we bid him good bye, with a heart fall of good-will and
sincere regret at parting.
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On thé subjeot of Ritual he says:—

There is need enough of a thorough revision of the work of the-

, Commandery in both Red Cross and Templar grades; they both need*

‘placing on & historio basis, the inconsistencies in argument and ‘un.
grammatioal twaddle reformed, and the unchristian sentiments elim.
inated from the latter. There is no room for the Malta Ritual this
side the general resurrection; ‘we have more than enough matter
without that for any man fit to have aught to do with the affairs of
the Order, to cram hig brain with.

And this is his valedictory:—

And now for all of you, and for those of the guild with whom we
have had such pleasant communication, we invoke the choicest
blessings; and may our Heavenly Father reward all friends of hu-

manity, and forgive all others, and give them repentance and better
iminds. .

Sir Kt. John W, Woodhull, Milwaukee, Grand Recorder -

and Chairman F. (.

CONCLUSION.

Our pleasant labors are ended, and we are glad to be able
to lay before the Fratres of the Temple in 'Canada the say-
ings and doings of Sir Knights in all sister jurisdictions up to
the latest moment; and further, that the blank left by the
omission of this report in 1880 is now filled in,

It is & matter of gratification, as’well as congratulation,
that all matters in controversy between ourselves and 'the
Templar Body in the Wnited States have been discussed and
commented on with such uniform courtesy and consideration,

The topics chiefly so considered are:—

1. The claim of the Great Priory of Canada to bé Gon-
sidered the peer of the Grand Encampment of the United
Btates. Tke views, comments and arguments’' put forward.
by our Brethren of the’ Order upon this subject, as well as
others, are given ample space in. tl’a’sé pages, believing, as.’
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we do, that until the other side is heard it would be impos-
sible to arrive at a right judgment.

2. The Trinitarian test. Tl}is, a8 will be seen by the ex.
tracts given, has been carefully considered and logically
treated by our Fratres. From each and all who have for-
mulated theif opinions, nothing but words of Christian,
kindly feeling have fallen. The sum of the whole matter
*appears to be this: that although no one aspiring to become
a Knight of the Order in the United States can, without the
charge of Hypocrisy, take upon himself the vows of Knight-
hood while denying the Divinity of Christ, he cannot be called
upon to avow such belief in words, either spoken or written,
With us the assent to this doctrine is a pre-requisite to ad-
mission to the Order. But, be it understood, that every
" Knight in good standing from other jurisdictions will receive
a hearty welcome to our Preceptories without the require-
ment of this test.

8. The question of Uniform. Our Fratres will see that the
Great Priory is inclined to adopt a happy medium in solving
this difficulty. While adhering to the ancient and historio
costume of the Order as inseparable from its ritual, and, ear-
rying significance in each and every portion, it is now dis-
posed to permit such an out-door uniform as may be best
fitted for display and accord with the spirit of the times,

‘Whether this compromise will work favorably and safisfac-

torily or no, time will show.

4, The Triennial at Chicago, In the preceding pages we
have endeavored to give our readers some idea of this Grand
Pageant. Whether such displays are for the good of the
Order or not is a moot question, and the fact that San Fran-
cisco has been selected for the gathering of 1888 appears sn

indication that work and not show will be the characteristio

of that meeting, ° : |
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@ impos- PERSONAL. ‘ / )
The writer's last fepott was that of 1879. It has been
' notided that it was inserted in our proceedings without a
- the ex- signature. The fact is that the sheets went through the
logically press without his revision, and several annoying misprints
18ve for- thus crept in. In addition, the concluding pages and sig-
hristian, nature were omitted, the * tailless "’ report going forth with-
o matter out them. ‘
0 become
hout the Your Chairman had the privilege of attending the Trien- \
Knight- - nial at Chicago. What was done there has heen set forth in
be called the preceding pages in more fitting language than can flow
written. from his pen. In the hurry and.crowd ke failed to make
te to ad- the acquaintance of many of those whose nmames and
ab every thoughts have alike become familiar to him. For many acts
1l receive of personal kindness he has to express his thanks, and in
require- particular to those Sir Knights from Rochester, Baltimore,
Detroit, Kentucky and California, he feels deeply indebted
for the Knightly courtesy and consideration shown to him
 that the and his friends. ;
n solviag . e
| historio It will be seen by the proxieding‘a of the Great Priory that
and, ar- the undersigned was appointed chairman of a committee to |
now dis- draft an address to His Excellency the President of the |
y be best United States, Sir Knight James Abram Garfield, ‘

10 times,
satisfac-

This address is appended hereto, and, in view of the de-
plorable event, possesses & sad significance, The wtiter
penned it with a sad and heavy heart, hoping against hope.
1t has been deemed proper by Grand Officers that it should
appear as an appendix to this Report.
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An event go full of moment to the Great Republic as the
death of their President, their * Unocrowned King,” is not
one fo be lightly passed over; bu it is, in an especial man-
ner, befitting that the Templars of this and every other
 jurigdiotion should join in the universal grief attending the
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¢ deep damnation of l;is taking off,” and take to heart and
conscience the significance of the noble life and heroic death
of one who had assumed, in common with them, the vows of
a Christian warrior, and, what is better far, lived all his lifo
in accordance with those vows and the teachings of the
Order,

Sir Knight J ames%bram Garfield has passed away to his
eternal rest, and entered into the joy of his risen Liord, amid
exprossions of heartfelt emotion from every nation of the
globe. Not only from those peoples who name the name of
Jesus and acknowledge Him as their Heavenly King, buf
from ¢ Jews, Turks, Infidels and Heretics " come words of
sympathy and¢onsolation for the nation and his bereaved
family.

Of Puritan descent on the one side,' and Huguenot on the
othet, there appears to have blended in him the splendid
virtues of his ancestry. A man of -the people, he sprang
from the people, and with steadfast purpose and Christian
principles to guide him, attained the highest positions in the
nation, but above all, an exalted place in their deepest affeo.
tion and reverence. In the words of that English poet, whom
he loved so well, he was, indeed—

As some divinely gifted man
‘Whose life in low estate began,
And on a siinple village green;

‘Who breaks higbirth’s invidious bar,
And grasps the skirts of happy chance,
And breasts the blows of circumstarce,

And grapples with his evil star.

When the beloved Prince, the husband of our Gracious
Queen, passed away from us, the same poet wrote of him that

In the fierce light which beats upon & Throne,
He wore the white rose of a blameless life.

So it was with Sir Knight Garfield: and, as he lived, 80 I
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died. What is known, and to be marked as a lesson o us
all, was his consistant and noble Christian life and conduct,
unstained by any vice and not once besmirehed with the filth
of party warfare; and, above all, that blameless purity and

)domestic virtue not often found among public men of the
day.

To us, as well as to his own people, his cruel death may serve
to point out with emphasis the base results of 'partizanship;
and should the death of James A, Garfield bring about a
cessation of the unseemly struggle for ““spoils” his death
shall not be in vain.

His voice is silent in your Council Hall

For ever; and, whatever tempests lower,
For ever silent; even if they broke

In thunder, silent; yet remember all

He spoke among you, and the man who spoke;
‘Who never sold the truth to serve the hour,
Nor paltered with Eternal God for power;
Who let the turbid streams of humor flow
Thro' either babbling world of high and low;
Whose lifé was work, whose language rife .
With rugged maxims hewn from life,

The lowered flag, the tolling bells, the funeral services,
throughout the wide Dominion testified to the grief of a
kindred people at the passing away of & great and good -
man.

God rest thee, valiant Knight! The Fratres of the land
acrces the Lakes lay upon thy bier ¢ this spray of Northern
Pine.” ‘ :

On behalf of the Committee. '

{ G. H. FREWEN DARTNELL,
Past Provincial Sub-Prior, Chairman,

[}

Whitby, 1881,

ADDENDA.

Page 97.—Should read, Great Priory will meet on *third,” instead
of “second” Tuesday in October, 1889,

Page 98.—Proposed amendment to the Statutes:—(%. ) That Statute
79 be umended by erasing the words “ next prior to the month of
Murch,” on the fourth line, and to insert “in the month of December;”
and to erase ** March, in perpetual memory of the death and martyr-
dom, on the 13th of that month, ‘of our Illustrious Grand Master,
Jacques de Molai,” and insert the word * January.”
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U MEMORANDUM.

It will be seen by the proceedings (page 91) that an ad-
dress to the President was voted by Great Priory. The fol-
lowing was prepared in accordance with the resolution, but

" before its presentation the President succumbed to the
effects of the assassin’s ball, It has been thought proper to
insert it in this place:—

' To Sir Knight James Abram Qarfield, Frater of the Order of the Temple,
President of the United States of America.

Drar 8ir K. AND FraTER,—The Great Priory of the Order of the
Temple in Canada, in Annual Conclave assembled, desire to express
to you their deepest sympathy. Their hearts have been filled with
horror and detestationof the crime which has laid upon the bed of
danger and pain one who has rendered such patriotic service to his
country, and whose manly virtues and Christian principles have
endeared his name among all civilized communities.

The law-abiding cifizens of this the Dominien of Canada, co-termin-
ous for thousands of miles with that great Republic over which you
have been called to rule, and, in a more especial degree, your Fratres
of the Order of the Temple within this Jurisdiotion, will watch with
anxious interest and prayerful hope your progress town.rds a speedy
and happy recovery. :

May the Great Captain of our 8alvation, whose sworn Servant and
Soldier you are, endue you with such fortitude that in this your hour
of trial you fail not,'and may He in His own good time restore
you to health and happiness; so that your great talents and high prin-
ciples may be retained here on earth for the service of God and the
advantage of the Nation for many years to come.

The Lord Jehovah, through Christ our Saviour, send the Comforter
upon you, and give you and yours Their Heavenly Peace!

911 behalf of the Great Priory of Canada, A

$W.J. B. MAGLEOD MOORE, G. C. .,
Great Prior.
{ DANIEL SPRY,
Grand Chancellor,
i Barrie, August 156th, 1881,




