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HEN we consider the events which have
oceurred in the art world of this continent
during the year which, by our custom,

closes to-night, it must be regarded as a secason of note,

and one in which progress might be looked for. The
great colleetion of the world’s art which at its beginning was
oathered almost at our doors was, of course, the principle
feature, and seemed to absorb the chief interest of members
of our profession, as was but natural, taking into account our
rather isolated position in ordinary times. That such an
opportunity was not negleeted, and that it has at least horne
some fruit I think our present exhibition gives fair evidence
in great improvements in the work of some of our members.

We also may fairly congratulate ourselves on the award of

two World’s Fair medals to members in the persons of Mr.

George Reid and Mr. F. C. V. Ede, while the bulk of the sales

effected in the Canadian Gallery were of works by members

of the Ontario Society of’ Artists.

It is, too, ground for the highest satisfaction, to recognize
that Mr. Reid’s great work ¢ The Foreclosure of the Mortgage,’
was received with such marked distinetion while in competi-
tion with the world, a fact which should go far towards lifting
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the suspicion, if such there be, that not evenour best Canadian
work could be looked on with patience whenin the company
of pietures from older lands.

Our Mountain Landseape too received high praise from
the most competent authority of foreign lands and  was
recognized as a new and original school. 1 do not allude to
these indieations of success in a boastful spirit, but think they
at least justify the effort and expense incurred in making the
exhibit at Chicago. Our works were also solieited for the

Mid-winter Fair at San Franeisco

The Toronto Industrial Exhibition wa-

condueted in the usnal manner, the Fine Arts Department
being undertaken by us with some little misgiving, knowing
as we did, that so great a draft had been made on oul
resources.  We did not, however, meet with any difficulty in
placing before that rather formidable gathering, a colleetion
which proved generally satisfactory and attractive, in fact
the five hundred pietures erowded the walls, and caused us
to apply to the directorate for increased accommodation in
order to avoid such close hanging as well as skying the
exhibits. 1 would suggest still greater strictness of seleetion
in the next exhibition, also greater caution in borrowing
works for the loan collection, particularly as we suffered a
pecuniary loss of one hundred and cighty-five dollars for
damage to Mr. Myers’s pieture md narrowly  eseaped an

expensive law suit in the ease

A Sketch Exhibition was held during  the

Christmas holidays and
was visited by a fair number of people, but it is the opinion
of several of the members that a seleet winter exhibition of
pietures would be appreciated muceh more by the publie.

Messrs. James Griftiths and L. I, Wilkinson were again
appointed delegates to represent us on the Board at the

Western Fair.
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Our Twenty=second /v i progress preseits
5 some new features or at

Anﬁual Exhibition

least, such as are novel to

« our walls. A new mode of seleetion, namely the use of the
f ballot 'l\ the whole SOCIetY, was  tested and, on the
i whole appears to be an improvement on the old method of

leaving both the power and onus in the hands and on the
heads of the hanging Committee. It will be for the Society
to determine in the future whether to adopt the new plan o1
any other. To our great regret the date of opening conflieted
with that of the Art Association of Montreal, to which fact we

may attribute a slight reduetion in the number ot works sent

in. and this. combined with the greater severity ot select
(it being by seeret ballot) rather curtailed the catalogue but

by inference must have elevated the standard ot quality

those which passed the ordeal. This scems to be generally

admitted, while the odium of vejeetion is divided among all
- the members who voted, and may in a measure attach ey

to such as negleeted to use their franchise and pertor thein

duty.

‘ The Opening Was attended by« large and appre

ciative gathering  of our friends
\ and those interested in Art matters in Toronto, his Honor, the
Lieutenant Governor, pronouncing a short address on the
occasion. Mis Exeellency, the Governor General, who has
graciously consented to become a  Patron of our Society
expressing his great regret at being unable to be present
both on his own account and that of the Countess of Aberdeen.
Considering the exceptionally fine weather prevailing wi
» cannot flatter ourselves upon much inerease in the numbers
visiting the gallery. The extreme dullness of commerce this
vear may in a measure account for this And another and
perhaps more potent cause may be found in the fact of our
having allowed the Art Union to rest. Its plan was one
successfully presented during the first twenty vears of the
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Society’s life, and doubtless assisted greatly in enlisting public
interest. It will be for the members to consider the desir
ableness of reviving this in the same or some other form. [t
is also found to be very difticult to earry out the present
customn now in use as regards the Hst of those persons to be
invited to the opening of the Annual Exhibition.

The Central Ontario School of Art and
l)csi}.';n has occupied the premises adjoining our gallery
to the West, the same having been secured in order to
inerease their accommodation, also to enable us to afford the
use of our galleries to the Royal Canadian Academy for their
exhibition this spring, an application being received from the
Seeretary of that Institution to that effeet. Through a sudden
change in their arrangements we were disappointed of thei
proposed visit.  This eircumstance, combined with the loss
sustained in the ease of Mr. Myers, prevents the statement of
this year'’s finance from being even more satisfactory. W
have also to remember that a portion of the expenses of the
urrent exhibition being ineurred in April is neeessarily
ineluded in this year's statement

A number of debts of members due to the Society, and
whieh, from various ecauses, it is impossible to ecolleet, have
had to be written oft

The Report of the Central Ontario
School of Art will be presented to the Society, though
unfortunately, it has not been received so far as relates to

work done sinee December last

The Weekly Life Class has increased in
R i — number owing to
the admission of students who are non-members of either the
Ontario Society of Artists or the Royal Canadian Academy,
but who satisfied our representatives of their qualifications

B e
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The Society has to mourn the death of its first
" President and founder, the late W. 11
Howland, to whose memory it is quite impossible for me to
add the faintest lustre or in the slightest degree to express

the sorrow of those of us who remember his Kindly and

o AP

cenerous enthusiasm in our eause in those carlv davs of owm

organization

The New Members Elected this Year
L' Messrs I J [.icence Painter il R. J Hovenden
Desieneln Mr. Donald MeNab also being eleeted, but has not

vet qualitied for full me mbership

The Alterations to the Constitution

1

made during the yvean ve been tew At our last annua
mecting it was announced that the oftice of Honorary Pres
dent had been created, and the Honorable Ge W. Allm
whose  unavoidable thsenee  we so regret  to-night, was

ananimously  cleeted to that office.  This was followed by

m alteration of Artiele 1, which regulates the duties of Vie
President
\rticle 1 has also been amended so as to restriet the
oleetion of new members to the time of the Annual Meeting
md requires that they be proposed at least one month before
|

that date. and that thev exhibit work at the Annual

Exhibition

Our Thanks arc due to the various committees

who have served us during the veal
Uso to the members of the Press of Toronto who have
kindly mnoticed our endeavours to sustain  progress in o Art

work throuch a very discouraging vear

The Accounts for the past year with the Auditor’s
report are here laid before vou
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Revenue and Expend
FOR

Year Ending April 30th, '94,

REVENUE
1893
4 R R 0 TE T R S
1894
Apl. 30, ¢ Government grant.........
R B R R T
Art School, rent of rooms ..
S IERPERY 1S v e E e
“ Commission on Picture sales..
INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION.
« Exhibition Ass'n..$1,000 00
“ Amateur Dept..... 30 00
« (Catalogues, ete.... 125 45
21,155 45
Lessexpenditure............ 859 25

) AR ... $296 20

ARTISTS.

iture

=1.860 5HY

=500 00

391 00
200 00
02 24

107 46

$296 20

1,686 90

83,447 49
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(VENERAL EXPENSES :

1Ll R AR
Law expenses

Balance. .

EXPENDITURE

ARTISTS.

1894
Apl. 30 By Rent, J. E. Thompson...... 2850 00
¢ ¢ Secretary’s Salary.........

«“ Printing, Stationery and Ad
vertising.......

Ixpress charges, ete

1. “ “« Auditor’s Fees .. ...

200 00

20 00
....... 11 05
35 00

oH 83
185 00

4 « Entertainment expenses....
Art Gallery expenses.......
Annual Exhibition season 93

“ ‘“ ‘“

81,3567 88
24 30
160 H8
71 39
97 13

1,731
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ASSETS

Cast oN DeposiT AND IN HAND:
Home Savings and Loan Co..........
Dominion Bank. « cve v vasnosvvniios s
B D R P
Members, for fees..........

Central Ontario School of Art
LA PO st v e

LIABILITIES

ERED -0 MBI IODE s o« o ob & phha hash sluth 4dis '
TR 00k ) ANt ey M SRR

Art Union Prizes......

Assets in Excess of Liabilities.........

I, and 0. L.
\udited and found correet

ARTISTS.

!
293 00
b 6D
8 07
81,087 77
591 05
200 00
1 96
&2 386 78 4

5 163 98
351 21
140 38

1,731 21

#2386 78

JAMES SMITH, Auditor.

Toronto, May 10th, 1894.




