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THE MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE.

INTRODUCTION.

It seems appropriate in presenting the fiftieth
annual report of the Montreal Board of Trade, that
the Council should make some departure from the
wsual routine in order to take a glance over the
past history of the city and a comprehensive view
of its present position. This task is indeed in it-
self most interesting, for Montreal is at once so
new and so old—its history recalls memories of so
many distinguished men, not in commerce only
but in politics and in religion—it recalls so many
remarkable events in the annals of our country,
that it is difficult to compress the narrative with-
in the limits of the space allotted. The Council,
in carrying out this design, has prefaced its usual
annual report with some short sketches of the
commercial life and history of Montreal and illus-
trated them with a few explanatory maps and
plates.

The Montreal Board of Trade is the outgrowth Ji' Committee
of an earlier institution—the Committee of Trade
—which was organized in 1822. Work on the
Lachine Canal had been commenced only the year
before. The first sod was turned by the Honour-
able John Richardson on July 17th, 1821, and the
same able and public-spirited merchant presided
on April 11th, 1822, at the preliminary meeting
which gave birth to the Committee of Trade

His is a bright name in the annals of the city. The
A




Peacelof 1815,

Richardson wing of the General Hospital com-
memorates his civie virtues. At that time the
population of the city was 18,767. Three years
later, in 1825, the work of the Committee began to
show, for a strong effort was made to induce the
Government to deepen the channel in Lake St.

Peter so that “vessels of 250 tons burthen (!)
“might reach Montreal fully laden during the

“ whole season.”

The records of the Committee of Trade have, to
a great extent, been preserved and the following
is the first entry :—

MoxtreAL, 11th April, 1822

\t a meeting of merchants and others interested in the com-
merce of the c¢ity, held this day at the Exchange in St. Joseph
street, to take into consideration the propriety and the means of
establishing a Committee of Trade,

The Honourable John Richardson having been called to the
chair, the following resolutions were first read and afterwards
sep wrately proposed and carried :

Resolved, That the ruinous consequences now apprehended
from the growing embarrassments of Canadian commerce can
no longer be averted or even delayed by the solitary exertions
of individuals or by the occasional hasty and inadequate delib-
erations of public meetings, and that the present alarming
crisis demands the establishment of a standing Committee of
Merchants, to be authorized by their constituents to watch over
the general interests of the trade of the country.

Resolved, That to conciliate public favour and confidence, and
to obtain such a combination of experience, energy and per-
severance as existing circumstances require, the said Committee
shall be established on liberal principles and be annually elected
by ballot by such resident merchants of this city as shall con-
tribute annually to the funds of the proposed institution the
sum of three guineas, the first payment to be made at the time
of subseription.

It was not Canadian commerce only which was
embarrassed at that time, for the return of peace
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in 1815 and the resumption of specie payments in
England in 1819 necessarily caused re-adjustments
in all branches of trade. There were, however,
conditions peculiar to Canada which affected trade,
arising out of the separation of Upper from Lower
Canada.  The revenue was raised chiefly from
customs duties which were imposed, partly by
imperial and partly by provincial statutes and
were collected by officers of the imperial customs.
The present generation can h:ml]_\' imagine the fric-
tion incessantly arising in consequence of the well
intentioned but sometimes injudicious measures
of the home authorities. Upper Canada had no
port and the revenue was apportioned between
the two provinces under conventions carried out

by a board of commissioners. In 1839 the pro-
portion was fixed at two-fifths for Upper Canada
and three-fifths for Lower Canada. This was a

fruitful source of trouble, for Upper Canada was
in debt and urged the increase of dutjes while the
revenue of Lower Canada was overflowing. Then
the collectors of customs acted under orders from
London and were independent of any local author-
ity. At the time the Committee of Trade was or-
ganized, political feeling ran very hich. The mer-
chants favoured a union of the provinces which
seemed to them the only means of putting an end
to most of the existing evils; but that was
vehemently opposed by the majority of the people
of Lower Canada. The alarming crisis referred to
was probably the dead-lock in the legislature
which resulted in a stoppage of the supplies by
the lower chamber and much unreasonable agita-
tion very detrimental to trade. Incessant appeals
were being made to the home government by both

Conditions of
I'rade in
Canada,
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parties in politics, neither of which were chiefly
interested about commercial questions. The need
of a Committee of Trade at that special time seems
therefore very apparent. After careful debate and
adoption of the resolutions, a committee of organi-
zation was appointed consisting of Horatio Gates,
George Auldjo, George Moffatt, John Hemming,
Henry McKenzie, Campbell Sweeney and W. M.
Porter ; Mr. George Moffatt was elected chairman
and the rules as reported were adopted at a public
meeting held at the Exchange on April 20th, 1822.

The following summary is extracted from the
Board of Trade edition of the Globe published in
June, 1889.

The rules provided that every merchant in Montreal sub-
scribing three guineas should be entitled to vote in electing the
Committee of Trade and eligible as a member of that com-
mittee, provided that no co-partners in trade should serve on

the committee at the same time. The number of members of

the committee was fixed at thirteen. The annual election was
fixed for Friday—the first Friday in June, any member being
absent from the Province for six months or neglectful of his
duties for three, to forfeit his seat, the place to be filled until
next election, by vote of a special meeting of the subscribers.
The committee had power to elect its own chairman and three
of the members were to form a quorum, meetings to be held
every second Friday at 1 o’clock. The records were to be open
to members of the committee at all reasonable hours and to
subscribers on committee days. The rules also authorized and
required the committee to make to His Majesty’s Government, to
the legiglature of the United Kingdom and others in authority,
such representations on trade subjects as might be deemed ad-
visable, to consider matters brought up by subscribers and take
such action as might be decided, to aid subscribers in such
measures and to such extent as might be deemed advisable in
the defence of such suits as involved questions affecting the
general trade of the country, to decide disputes between sub-
scribers, to put down illicit trade, and “ to inquire under what
authority are levied the fees now exacted by the several officers
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Horatio Gates, John Sprag
George Auldjo,

T. Bouthillier,
William Spragg. William Frears.

HoraTio Gates,
GEORGE AULpJo, F. A
(BORGR MoFFATT,
Hexry McKpyzig,
CAMPBELL SWEENEY,
JorN Forsyrn,

23rd April, at the office of Me
Mr.

Customs in this district, and to report thereon for the ine
formation of the mercantile body.”

fifty-four in number, as follows :—

o
=)

’

Thomas Torrance,
Chas. L. Ogden,
Norman Bethune,

Peter Freeland,

Joseph Donegany,

Jas. Cuthbertson, Thos. Delvecchio,

Joseph Chapman,  Jacob Dewitt,

Abijah Bigelow, Charles Brooke,
George Proctor,

The following thirteen gentlemen w
as the first Committee of Trade :—

JAMES LpsLig,

Jas. Duncan Gibb,
Henry McKenzie, Peter Mackintosh
George Moffatt, John Torrance,
Campbell Sweeney, William Smith,
D. Robertson,
John Forsyth,
W. M. Porter,
John Brown, R. Harwood,
Peter Me(Gill,
John Gray, Abner Bagg,
Frs. Ant. Larocque, John Mackenzie,
John Fleming,

The first subscribers were

C. Dalrymple,

S. Gerrard,

Fe W. Ermatinger,
D. David,

John Porteous,
Thos. Blackwood,
J. Masson,

Jas. Young,
Michael Scott,
Turton Penn,

J. Leslie,

William Peddie,
James Millar,
John T. Sims,
Adam L. Macnider,
Wm. T. Holt,
David Handyside,
Robert Nesbitt.

Perer McGirr,

. l‘\l:n(wuw.,
Jou~ FLeminG,
SAMUEL GERRARD,
TroMas Brackwoon,
CuarLes L. Ocpey,

The first meeting of the Committee of Trade was held on the
ssrs. Gerrard, Gillespie, Moffatt &
John Forsyth was elected President, but, he
sent from the province at that time, Mr.
was elected chairman pro tem. The Committee beg
ations in a humble way, for, at the second mee
Mr. Auldjo was
accommodation of
and attendance, at the rate of

being ab-
Thomas Blackwood
gan its oper-
ting on 3rd May,
authorized “to finish the proposed agreement
with Mr. A. L. Macnider for a room for the
the Committee, including fuel
thirty pounds per annum.

The First

Subseribers,

ere elected The First
Committee,
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Although the Committee of Trade commenced
their labours in this modest way their influence
was soon felt. The first step was taken in the
long series narrated in the following pages.
Forthwith the river channel was carefully sur-
veyed, and estimates were obtained for removing
the obstructions ; so that, in 1826, Mr. (afterwards
Hon.) James Leslie, one of their number, from his
place in the legislature presented a petition pray-
ing for aid in undertaking to deepen the channel
to sixteen feet. In 1830 the Act constituting the
Harbour Board was passed and another member
of the committee, the Hon. George Moffatt, was
the first chaifman. Capt. Piper, R. E.,, was also
appointed on the Board and, after his designs, the
present handsome stone quay was built and the
muddy river bank covered in. In 1831 the
town was incorporated and was made a port
of entry. In 1831 the Royal William was towed
up from Quebee in order to receive her engines at
Montreal and complete her cabin fittings. She
made a voyage to Halifax and Boston, and was the
first ocean steamship to enter the latter port. The
Cunards of Halifax were concerned in the com-
pany which owned her, and, in 1833, she made
a voyage from Quebec to London, which was the
first voyage under steam across the Atlantic. This
vessel was the pioneer of ocean steamship naviga-
tion and the question of establishing a regular line
was before the Committee when it was merged into
the Board of Trade. The population of the city in

1831 was only 27,297, and the time for line of

steamships would not come for many years.
In 1832 and 1834 two visitations of cholera
destroyed trade, and in 1837 and 1838 came the
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rebellion,which heated the minds of citizens with
political questions, and remained for many years a
cause of excitement ; for during the long winters
there was abundance of leisure, and the business
to be done was altogether insufficient to work off
the surplus energy of so active a community. The
last meeting of the Committee was held on June
24th, 1839, after which the association ceased to
exist and the more active members took steps to
re-organize as the present Board of Trade.

The first meeting to organize the new Board jhe New, ..
was held on April 6th, 1840, and the Honourable
Peter McGill was elected chairman.

The following committee was appointed to take
the required steps for incorporation :—

J. T. BroNpGeEsT, J. E. MiLLs,
HARrRISON STEPHENS, TroMAs CRINGAN,

J. G. McKgnzn, WiLLiam Rrrcmie,

H. L. Rourn, WiLLiam EpMonsrone,
ApaM FERRIB, 0. Bosrwick,
Davip ToRRANCE, AustIN CUVILLIER,

J. LBAYCRAFT.

Mr. Austin Cuvillier was elected chairman. and

Mr. James Holmes was appointed secretary at a

salary of £100 for * services, room, fire and licht.”
The Act of incorporation was procured in 1841 jieipe
and proclaimed on March 19th. 1842, The Act"™
with its amendments, together with the by-laws,
was published in a separate pamphlet in 1887
uniform with the series of annual reports. The
names of the original incorporators number 106,
and are of much interest to old residents of
the city. The following summary of the pro-
ceedings at the first meeting is from the special
Board of Trade edition of the Globe,

orporas-




The First
Meeting.

Officers of the
Board during
fifty years,
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The first meeting of the incorporated Board of Trade was held
on 4th April, 1842, the following members being present :

J. T. Brondgeest in the chair; Thomas Cringan, John E.
Mills, H. L. Routh, D. Macpherson, J. Esdaile, Harrison
Stephens, J. G. McKenzie, Edward Maitland, John Glass, J. M.
Tobin, Wm, Edmonstone, James Henderson, Joseph Shuter,
Frederick A. Willson, Secretary.

The only business transacted was that of electing officers, the
election resulting as follows :—President, J. T. Brondgeest :
Vice-President, Thomas Cringan ; Treasurer, J. W. Dunscomb.
Council—0. Bostwick, William Edmonstone, James Henderson,
H. L. Routh, John E. Mills, J. M. Tobin,J. G. McKenzie and
Harrison Stephens.

The following were elected a Board of Arbitration :—James
Henderson, H. L. Routh, John E. Mills, David Torrance, Robert
Armour, John Glass, Harrison Stephens, Orlin Bostwick, J. G.
McKenzie, James Logan, J. B. Greenshields, John Dougall.

At the next following meeting on 22nd June, the President
submitted a draft of a set of by-laws for the Board, which were
adopted. At this meeting Mr. (afterwards Sir) Hugh Allan was
elected a member of the Board. There was a very large list of
propositions for membership numbering no less than ninety-six.

A synopsis of the minutes is given in another
chapter and from that an idea of the aims and ac-
tivity of the Board may be gathered. From 1863
until his death in 1886, the secretary, Mr. Wm. J.
Patterson, compiled a series of very complete re-
ports upon the trade of the city and of Canada
generally, from which many of the figures in the
tables appended to this volume have been taken.
The last of this valuable series was completed hy
Mr. Geo. Hadrill, the present secretary.

The following table will be of interest in the
commercial history of Montreal.

LIST OFZOFFICERS OF THE MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE.

VicE-PRESIDENT. TREASURER. SECRETARY.

PRESIDENT.
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branch associations now forming part of it, in a sort of trade federation, will be found in another

place.
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In the year 1886 the Corn Exchange Associa-’
tion was federated with the Board of Trade. This
very important body is an association of produce
merchants organized in 1862, and incorporated
the following year. From the first it was ar-
ranged that there should be a joint-secretaryship
between it and the Board of Trade, and a most
fortunate selection was made in the appointment
of Mr. Wm. J. Patterson. He was an enthusiast
in trade statistics, a ready writer and a careful
compiler.

I'he Corn

Exchange,

Prior to 1873 the President of the Board ofThe Harbour
(

Trade was ex-officio a member of the Harbour Com-
mission, but, in that year, the Act governing the
Commission was amended so that the Board of
Trade elected two representatives and the Corn
Exchange Association one representative—a fur-
ther amendment in 1874 reduced the Board of
Trade to one representative only. The term of
office is for four years.

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE HARBOUR COMMISSION.

187374 | Hugh MecLennan.
MES ¢ . . ¢ ’ { Hon. John Young.
Hugh McLennan.

do

I874-78
1878-82
1882-86 do
1886-80

1890-93

do

1|‘l

The year 1892 is not only the semi-centennialt
year of the Board of Trade, it is also the two hun-
dred and fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of
the city by Paul de Chomedey, sicur de Maison-
neuve ; a man very remarkable in his way, whose
thoughts were drawn more towards heavenly
things than to the affairs of this world. It is fit-

Jommissioners,

842-1892,
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ting then to commence the historical sketch of
the city with the year 1642 for, if we commemo-
rate the achievements of those who have made
our city commercially great, we ought not to for-
get the steadfast and brave though humble-minded
man who also worked an enduring work, continu-
ing to the present day.
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS,.

MONTREAL, 1642-1842,

The traveller in Canada two hundred years Travel.

ago had but little choice in his mode of convey-
ance ; if journeying from Quebec to Montreal in
summer, his way must be by water, and by water
only, for horses were scarce in the colony and
but little used for Journeys through a country
without roads and in which the frequent and often
unfordable rivers were unprovided with bridges
or even ferries.

If he were careless of expenditure and careful
of ease he avoided the large boats which were
sometimes weeks in making the journey from
Quebec to Montreal and sought to make himself
as comfortable as possible within the limited
quarters of a bark canoe. Even here he must ex-
perience cramped limbs, exposure to wind and
sun by day, mosquitos and possibly wet quarters
by night, the vagaries of half or wholly savage
boatmen, and always the dreary monotony of lonely
stretches of water with scarcely a sign of habita-
tion on the generally level shores as the ordinary
elements of this journey of one hundred and eighty
miles.

If it were winter, dogs might be obtained and
on toboggans or light sledges the journey per-
formed in reasonably fast time, or, one could join
some party of hunters or soldiers leaving Quebec
for one of the upper posts and thus undergo an
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apprenticeship in the art of managing the snow-
shoe in so thorough a manner that by the time
the hospitable garrison of Three Rivers was reach-
ed the traveller was a past master in the accom-
plishment for the remainder of his days.

The fortunate traveller only encountered incon-
venience and only suffered from cold and fatigue ;
for his less fortunate brother there might be

wolves in winter and, still worse, the Iroquois, at

any season of the year.

But now it is summer, and the wearied traveller
—as he passes /es iles Percées (opposite Boucherville)
and sees in the distance before him, between the
green slopes of Mount Royal and the wooded
height of St. Helen’s Island, indications of his desti-

nation,—feels that the difficulties and dangers of

the journey are only a memory to be laughingiy
recalled.

Now the boatmen dip their paddles with a
firmer, deeper stroke, swinging them in unison

to the song that breaks forth like a shout of

triumph from all, as the canoe shoots forward
to breast the current sweeping downward from
the little town.

As he nears the northern shore the modest
church of Notre Dame de Bonsecours comes out
distinctly and above it he sees the fortified mill
perched on the mound, known successively as
* Le Cotean,” *“ Fort Calliére,” “la Batterie Royale’
and “la Citadelle;” it never was a very formid-
able defence and was removed early in this cen-
tury, when the material was used to extend the
Champ-de-Mars and to fill up a large pond where
Viger Garden now is—its site is known to us as
Dalhousie Square.
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Slowly mounting the swift St. Mary’s Current,
and gaining foot by foot along the river bank.
our traveller at last reaches his Jjourney’s end in
front of the present Custom House Square and en-
tering by the Harbour Gate, is safely within the
town of Montreal as it was two hundred years

aco,

Fifty years before, on the eighteenth of May,
1642, alittle company of eighteen joined in the first
public celebration of the mass on or near the spot
where the Custom House now stands and heard the
Jesuit father Vimont liken their enterprise to a
grain of mustard seed which he prophesied would
one day develop into a tree so great that the birds
of the air would lodge in the branches thereof

The first building erected was ““the Fort” about
the temporary chapel in which the first mass was
sung, and within its narrow limits the little com-
pany lived and faced their difficulties towether.
Two years later the Hotel Dieu at the corner of the
present St. Sulpice and St. Paul Streets was ready
for occupation.

In 1653 actual colonization began, erants were
made and a chain of houses built between the
Fort and the Hétel Dieu forming a strong line of
defence against Indian attacks and a stout wind-
mill, standing unti] our day at “ Windmill Point,”
served as a redoubt to the westward,

In 1667 there was a population of seven hundred
and sixty-six ; a police force was organized at the
head of which were five of the principal inhabi-
tants ; many new houses were erected notably
the large stone warehouse, “Le Hangard,” built

The Beginnings




Market

16

by the inhabitants at their own expense at the
North Western corner of St. Paul Street and the
Custom House Square, to serve as a public trading
place with the Indians, who were provided with
lodgings alongside.

As this formed the centre of the little town it
naturally followed that here the first public square
was formed, officially known as la Place du Marché
or la Place Publique, but, as it was also used as a
parade ground and a large guard house afterwards
stood beside the Harbour Gate it was very com-
monly known /a Place d’ Armes until the formation
of the present one at the end of the seventeenth
century.

Here the public market was established, the
days being Tuesdays and Fridays which have
remained unaltered ever since; farmers were for-
bidden to sell their produce from door to door
without having first exposed it in the market
place between the hours of eight and eleven in
summer and nine and eleven in winter, which
were sounded by the bell of the Parish Church,
then the Chapel of the Hétel Dieu.

Prices were constantly fixed by the Governor
or Intendant, and speculation, particularly in
wheat, was absolutely forbidden. When the In-
tendant learned in 1670 that certain unscrupulous
persons had bought up the crop with a view
of cornering the scanty market an ordonnance
was forthwith issued that no one should buy
wheat save for his own consumption and the price
was fixed at three livres, two sous the minot.

In order to further the importance of Quebec
an attempt was made by de Lauzon the Governor,
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and repeated later by de Mezy, to prevent Mon-
treal trading directly with France and to confine
her trade to the channel of Quebec, but in each
case it was successfully opposed. All trade and
even intercourse with foreigners was stric tly pro-
hibited, but it was impossible to carry out the or-
donnances and Dutch and Enelish goods were com-
mon throughout Canada where they were highly
prized by both French and Indians

In 1672 the streets of Montreal were regularly
laid out and named as they are to- day, the only
change being St. Joseph which is now St. \ul]m,
and St. Francois Xavier was sometimes known as
St. Michel. The widest street was Notre Dame,
“la grande rue,” which had a width of thirty feet
while few of the side streets had more than
eighteen.

A few years later the town was surrounded by

a wooden palisade fifteen feet in heiohi pierced by
four gates.

This new defence enclosed an area extending
from about the line of MecGill Street on the west
to the eastern side of Jacques Cartier Square,
and from a little below St. Paul Street on the
south to about the northern limit of St. James
Street. It was a poor affair probably in thv eyes
of the military of that time, but M. de Calliére.
then Governor of Montre al, was a man of singu-
larly wide and far-se eing views. As a soldier he
thoroughly appreciated the \'ulm- of even the
slightest barrier in the event of an attack, and, as
the chief municipal officer, he saw the Immense
benefit a feeling of security would give towards
the development of his little charge, which stood
B
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in the van of the march of civilization towards
the unknown West.

These defences were erected in 1685, and iu
1689 the population had increased to two thouand
souls, and Montreal had become an important
factor in the colony.

Let us glance for a moment at the material
condition of the dwellers within this stockade
of cedar now recognized as Montreal.

Nociety, as it then existed, was divided in-

to tolerably distinct classes; the Gentlemen of
the Seminary of St. Sulpice, Seignieurs of
the Island, had the actual interest of their
charge at heart, and thanks to the remarkable
personal qualities of some of their carly superiors,
such as the Abbés, Queylus, Souart and Dollier de
Casson, all three gentlemen and the last a soldier
as well, they laboured earnestly for the advance-
ment of their trust, and their interest was one
with the settler without distinction of class;:
they, with the serious colonists, their protegés,
formed the most important element. On the
other hand there were the officials, civil and mili-
tary. Then the floating population of soldiers
and coureurs de bois, and, lastly, the servants,
who were either voluntary servants, or white
captives taken in the unceasing raids into the
English colonies; there were also a few Indian
slaves brought back from some specially daring
inroads into the distant South or West, and
lowest of all were the bound servants, condemned
for various offences, often for salt smuggling,

(faulz saulniers), and redeemed by the payment of
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their fines and gaoler’s charges for which they
were bound to their redemptors for a term of
years at nominal wages.

The outward appearance of the town at this The Town, !
time was such that it must have required all the
courage of the new settler to adopt it as his pied
@ terre in New France: once inside the stockade, J
however, he saw a comfortable enouch settlement, |
with most of the houses built of rubble to the
height of the first story, and above that heavy
timber work and plaster, a style of building of
which one can hardly find a trace to-day. .

The dwellings of the wealthier classes were
entirely of stone, as were those of the public insti-

: ‘ s ; . s
tutions, such as the Seminary, the Hotel Dieu and 4% |

. m . . AT
the Congregation. There still remains an almost

perfect example of the house of a rich merchant

of the time, and that is the Hubert-Lacroix house

in St. Jean Baptiste Street, now occupied by !
Messrs. Kerry Watson & Co. as a warehouse. On

the right of the large gate-way may still be seen

the little iron-doored, iron-windowed office where

business was carried on, and overhead the large

vaulted chamber where stores and furs were kept.

The rest of the house is almost perfect, four hand-

some fire places, with their graceful wood work, 1
attest the excellent taste of the proprietor or his |
architect, and the spacious hearth in the kitchen,

where the massive crane still hangs, tells of a

generous larder and of old-fashioned hospitality. '!T‘i’
From examination of documents of the time we
know that there would be numerous out-build-
ings, including the luxury of a well-filled ice-
house and a carefully tended garden and orch-
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ard, were the usual adjuncts of a house of such
standing in those days.

This is the only house which has come down
to us in such perfect form, but in its day there
were many others, such as those of Charles Le-
moyne, where the warehouse of J. G. Mackenzie
& Co. now stands; of Jacques Le Ber alongside
to the westward, of Carion, afterwards of Le-
moyne de St. Helene, on St. Sulpice Street, now
covered by the new extension of the Parish Church
and of Dulhat, the Explorer of the West, at the
bottom of Jacques Cartier Square.

Now for a glimpse at the interior of such
houses ; the principal rooms would be covered
with hangings of Italian or Flemish stuff, and
the floors carpeted. On account of the cost of
carriage, furniture was but seldom imported, so
that, even in the best houses, it was of the sim-
plest and barest description, usually made of
pine or cherry—but its poverty was hidden by
coverings which generally matched the hangings
of the walls

The great bed was the principal object and on
it and its fittings and furnishings much money
was expended, silken hangings with coloured
fringes draped its ample proportions and the fold-
ing seats about the room were covered with like
material.

Although the ordinary table-ware was pewter,
plain or carved, on state occasions the unpolished

dining table would be covered by the finest of

worked linen and glittering with silver and china,
of which every well-appointed house had its

store, and the fare would embrace the luxuries of
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a country abounding in game, flanked by good
store of wine, brandy and liqueurs.

We find in the old inventories mention of pic-
tures, not only of religious subjects, but also por-
traits, some of which were evidently painted in
Canada, very probably by Pierre Le Ber, our first
native artist. Books were not confined to the
clergy or the learned professions, for in some
houses we find fair collections of volumes. which,
if somewhat solid as to quality, were by no means
so restricted in their scope as we might imagine.

As a man’s social or official rank was then inv:
riably marked by rich or distinctive vlmhm;:—nl a
new country, where men of energy had opportuni-
ties of gaining position denied them at home, where
the differencs of class could not be so strongly
insisted upon—there was a peculiar temptation to
don the outward distinctions of rank. We find
merchants, their wives and daughters, townsfolk
of every description and particularly those turbu-
lent rufflers, the coureurs de bois, induleing in an
extravagance of dress and ornament that frequently

calls down the condemnation of the authorities
and is remarked on by nearly every observant
writer. Laces, ribbons, silks and satins of brill-
iant colours were largely worn ; buttons, buckles
and weapons were highly ornamented and often
made of precious metal, while cords, tassels. hat-
bands and trimmings of gold and silver stuffs
were almost universal, and all this despite the
fact that the cost of such materials in the colony
was at least twice as much as in France.

There was no compayison between ordin: ary
middle-class living here and in France: for in-
stance the table was infinitely better both in its
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P

fare and appointments, for forks were in ordinary
use in Canada at least a hundred years before
they were in France. There can be no question
but that all these material advantages offered
strong inducements to emigration.

Perhaps at no time in its earlier history was
Montreal in a more prosperous condition than just
two centuries ago. It had successfully passed
through its early terrors and alarms with the
Indians, it was too far removed to dread attack
from the hostile English colonies ; its seignieurs,
the Gentlemen of St. Sulpice, had the interest of
the community thoroughly at heart and distine-
tions of caste were not strongly marked in the
little town where that fine old soldier, Hector de
Calliére, its Governor, and afterwards of the whole

colony, second only to his great predecessor Fron-
tenac, was almost the only man of family.
There were good taverns which seem to have

been well patronized, for there were at least
twenty of them at this date ; but this must not be
taken as an insinuation against the morals or hab-
its of the colonists, for in a day when all public
meetings were frowned upon or forbidden by the
authorities, the tavern was the recognized place of
meeting for the transaction of business as well as
the passing of a merry houn.

There were schools too, for girls the Congrega-
tion which still exists in Notre Dame Street, for
boys a public school in the same street just oppo-
site the Seminary, and a private one kept by M.
de la Prairie at the corner of Notre Dame and St.
Sulpice Streets, and we find that in 1683 the cost
of boarding, lodging and instruction, * in so far as
he has the capacity to receive the same,” for one
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and thirty dollars for the year ; for Indians there
was a school taught by Mme. Bourgeois within
the four walls of the Fort de la Montagne, known

to English people under the more prosaic name of

“The Priests’ Farm,”

[t must not of course be taken for granted that
the picture first drawn was universal - within the
stockade of Montreal were disappointed people,
unsuccessful people and poor people enough, and
stretched along in a thin, straggling line towards
Quebec were afow seignieurs and their censitaires
making a weary and often desperate fight to keep
body and soul together.

But the prosperity of Montreal at this time
fortunately did not depend upon the success of
the scattered peasants toiling for home and food
with an unwilling soil. Her prosperity came
directly from the great wealth of Canada, the fur
trade, a wealth undreamed of by the early dis-
coverers, and their protectors, ureed on by dreams
of the golden harvests “of Ormuz and of Ind”
whither the Great River of Canada was fondly
hoped to be the highway.

The far trade began at Tadoussac, then re-
treated to Quebec, and then higher still to Mon-
treal where at this time it was centered.

The great Annual Fair was then established.
and among other measures taken to ensure a fair
competition and exclude foreign interference we
find the inhabitrnts passing the following resolu-
tions in 1675 :~-

I. That all foreign merchants are prohibited
from trading in Montreal.

small boy cost just about the sum of one hundred

Fur Trade.
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2. That during the fair no one should barter
with the Indians save in open market, nor should
any one understanding their language speak to
them save through an interpreter, nor attcmpt to
draw any Indian aside for the purpose of trading
under pain of punishment.

In the same spirit of fairness it was the inten-

tion of the King, for a strictly paternal form of

covernment was intended, that no one should go
above Montreal to intercept the Indians, and
trading in the woods “dans les fonds du bois”
was prohibited under the severest penalties, at
times even death. But of what use were men-

aces and penalties when Perrot, the Governor of

Montreal, had his Lieutenant Brucy stationed on
his island, Ile Perrot, to stop the Ottawa Indians
on their way down ; and other traders, often it
was whispered, backed by the highest protection,
were scattered up ax far as Frontenac and Niagara
to choose the best of the skins supposed to be
offered only at the Fair of Montreal.

When the spring fleet of canoes came down
about the end of May, laden to the waters edge
with their precious bales of beaver skins, worth
a hundred good crowns apiece, the little Market
Place was filled to its utmost capacity and the
fur trade was at its height.

The reckless coureurs de bois made the place a
pandemonium while money lasted, and every
one, high and low, joined in rivalry for the
valuable skins. Beaver was king !

Beaver formed a standard, and goods were
reckoned at such times, not by their value in
money, but by their worth in skins. French,
English and Dutch joined in the chase for wealth ;
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beaver were scarce in the south, so that the prices
were higher in Orange (Albany) than in Mon-
treal, accordingly the French sold them there, in
spite of all the ordonnances and penalties: ing-
lish goods were popular amongst the French and

Canadian Indians, so the English smuggled them
in. England sent her Company of Adventurers
trading into Hudsons Bay, and soon after their
establishment the French expeditions by land
and sea drove them out, only to be driven forth in
turn. Companies were formed with exclusive
monopolies, but hampered by fixed prices and
u])“u‘illiulls to receive all the beaver ()H;']'('(l, :lll(l
one after another ended in bankruptcy. Immense
stocks of skins were burned in order to enhance
the price, hatters were forced to use only pure
beaver—in fact everything, except legitimate free
competition in the trade, was tried, with the same
ruinous results in the long run, and what should
have been the source of Canada’s greatest wealth
in that day was fatal to any general continuous
growth or expansion.

Meanwhile the peasant had not ceased his
efforts, and the line of little white cottaces along
the northern shore of the river (the nullhmn
shore, because the river was somewhat of a bar-
rier against hostile attacks which were always
made from the south) between Montreal and
Quebec, began to fill up, until it appeared to the
traveller of the early part of last century like a
long street. Cultivation was beginning to make
headway, but it was hazardous to attempt inno-

vations ; thus, in 1700, when grapes were grown
about Montreal, and a wine produced of such
tolerable quality, that it was fast t becoming popu-

The Farmer.
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lar, and it was feared the export from the Mother
Country might be interfered with, orders were at
once issued by the King to root up the vines. Wheat
was successfully grown and sent over to France
in small quantities.

About this time an attempt was made by cer-
tain merchants in the West Indies to open up a
trade with Canada, smidin;_l; sugar, brandy, spices,
ete., in return for timber, fish and salt beef, pro-
vided the King would allow them to touch at
Boston in order to exchange their products for
horses, of which there was a great need in the
islands ; but, although the King was quite willing
that their trade should be carried on with New
France, he could not approve of any intercourse
with the English plantations, and so the matter
was dropped.

A trade with the West Indies was, however,
slowly carried on, and in 1736 about 80,000 minots
of wheat were exported.

In 1717 an important concession was made by
the King in the establishment of a Bourse, or
Iixchange, both in Quebec and Montreal, a favour
long desired by the inhabitants and prayed for
with an earnestness which evidences their appre-
ciation of so great a concession. Under the strong
rule of Colbert all meetings of the people had been
strongly put down. His rule meant centralization,

and the only concession made was in favor of
monopolies, which depended directly on the King
—not only for their existence, but for their very

credit and support. Here was another curse of

the patriarchal system ; if a man wished to start
a fishery he petitioned the King that fish should

command such a price, and it was granted ; if
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another started a saw-mill and found he had too
much dressed timber on hand, he begaeed for. and
was sent, a ship ; fur companies prayed that hat-

ters should be forced to use a certain quality of

beaver in the manufacture of their hats. and the
King commanded the hatters forthwith to comply.
Thus in every way which he conceived possible
the King endeavored to help, but only succeeded
in enervating and emasculatine his splendid
colony.

Now, to return to local matters ; soon after the
establishment of the public Exchange we find a
regular postal service was formed between Quebec

and Montreal (1721)—a monopoly, as a matter of

course, and that for twenty years, but in this
instance there is hardly room for complaint, seeing
the llltbll(l})()“\l was u|)li11‘w] to 1'.\':!|ili\]l post-
offices and carriers, and make the run with only
one stoppage at Three Rivers.

The population of Montreal had now increased x.

to about three thousand souls; and, in order to
accommodate the present and provide for future
inhabitants, the defences of wood were about this
time replaced by a stone wall, the eastern limit of
which was just beyond our present Dalhousie
Square, the tradition of which is still preserved in
the popular name of “The Quebec Gate.” The
extent is well shown in the map of Mouillart
Sanson, generally known as that of Catalogne.
which is here reproduced, showing the proposed
and partly finished fortifications, towards the
cost of which the Gentlemen of St. Sulpice con-
tributed one-third and the inhabitants the
remainder, and these walls practically defined the
town until their removal in 1803.
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The mention of the name Catalogne, our first

Lachine Canal. engineer, naturally recalls his efforts towards the

Card Money.

improvement of what was afterwards developed

into the Lachine Canal.

Years before, the Seignieurs had deepened the
branch of the * Little River” (St. Pierre), which
fell into the St. Lawrence near the present Custom
House, and had attempted to cut a canal from the
western end of “ Lac St. Pierre,” a long, shallow
pond lying in an almost direct line between the
town and Lachine, but were prevented by the
solid rock. This work was taken in hand by M. de
Catalogne and successfully completed, so that a
sufficient water supply was obtained for milling
purposes and a practicable water-way for the
canoes hound for the Upper Ottawa and the Fa

West.

In spite of poverty, constant Indian wars, and a
fatal system of royal protection, which was dis-
continued when most needed, Canada struggled
on, holding herown against foes without and mis-
government within, until the constant repudiation
of the various issues ol card money brought her to
the brink of the gulf into which the apalling cor-
ruption of Bigot and his confederates soon plunged
her.

Canada was poor and deeply indebted to the
French merchants who sent the yearly supplies,
so that what little money there was in the colony
was speedily returned to the Mother Country.
The Government atiempted to stop this by making
the coinage for Canada one-fourth less in value
than that of France, but such a barrier was easily
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overcome. About the end of the seventeenth 1]
century the then Governor conceived the brilliant
idea of cutting a playing card in four pieces,
stamping each quarter with a fleur-de-lys, and, by
the addition of his signature, converting this
scrap of the “ devil’s bible” into money, redeem-
able by bills of exchange, card for paper—which
might or might not represent money. There was
no difficulty in keeping this currency within the
colony. It was repudiated over and over again,
but new issues were constantly made and forced

upon the people, backed by fallacious promises of #

redemption. M

On top of this came the crimes of Bigot and Bicot « « 1
those leagued with him. No town or even post
from Louisbourg to Michilimacinac escaped their s :

industrious knavery ; Montreal as well as Quebec
had its “Friponne,” and the most distant posts
were not neglected. Their devices for robbing
both King and people were unending. Cadet
reported that the inhabitants were storing their
grain, obtained an order forcing them to sell at a
low figure, bought up the entire crop, caused a
famine and then resold it to the King and the !
original owners at an enormous profit. But the !
story is too well known to go over the detail of |

|

|

their notorious career and final punishment.
The Seven Years’ War found the resources of the 5 British s

Colony. |

country consumed by these wretches, and after a
long and gallant struggle the Treaty of Paris
definitely placed the colony under the flag of Grreat
Britain (1763.)
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Following the train of the victorious troops came
a flock of adventurers, who proved so grasping
and troublesome that the Governor at one time
threatened to pack them all back to England, but
they were soon replaced by legitimate merchants,
many of whose descendants still support the inte-
grity of their names.

During nearly the whole of the French regime
the balance of trade had uniformly been against
the colony, but with the change of Government
came a healthier tone and matters at once im-
proved. The increase in shipping is noticed later
on ; the fur trade in spite of rival companies rose
to a flourishing condition until almost ruined by
the folly of the contestants; in 17152 ten ships of
forty to one hundred tons were built, in 1841 there
were sixty-four aggregating 23,122 tons; in 1784
there were fifty-two saw mills east of the Ottawa,
in 1827 there were five hundred and sixty-five ;
the lumber trade became a specialty and increased
to an extent undreamt of under French rule; in
1741 export of wheat was practically unknown,
in 1841 it had risen to over 2,000,000 bushels; the
country was being rapidly opened up, and an era
of peace and prosperity hitherto unknown was
opening before the new colony.

The currency of Canada at this time was of
puzzling intricacy ; English guineas, Portuguese
Joannes, moidores, Spanish doubloons, French,
Louis d’'Ors and pistoles formed the gold—and
Spanish piastres, pistoreens, French crowns of
various values and pieces of twenty-four and
thirty-six sols Tournois and English coins—the
silver, the values of which were finally established
by law.
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The two sketches by Richard Dillon, the ultra- l}'«'?rgijl’?sm.
loyal host of Dillon’s Coffee House which stood

where the offices of the Liverpool and London and |
Globe Insurance Company now are, show the city |
as it was at the opening of the century.

In the view from St. Helen’s Island we remark
the absence of any wharf accommodations and the
slight nature of the fortifications which were in &
very bad condition ; the other sketch is from the
grounds of “Beaver Hall,” and although both
are defective in perspective, they are exact as to
the extent of the town and show how the walls
kept the town confined within their narrow
limits.

The map of Charland, which was expressly
prepared for the Commssioners, is, perhaps, jfirand's
the only exact plan of the fortifications exist
ing and is specially interesting as it shows the
first beginnings of the town without the walls, to
the east the Quebec Suburbs, to the north the St.
Lawrence and the St. Louis Suburbs, and to the
west the Recollet Suburbs ; by the removal of the
fortifications the town gained two handsome
streets, McGill and St. James, and the expansion :
of the town, if slow, was immediate and con- 1
tinuous.

It will be noticed that there were five cemete-
ries within the narrow limits of the city at this
date.

The new fur trade in the hands of the North- N. W. Com-
west Company was centred in Montreal and the
presence of the principal partners added greatly to
the social element of the city.

A new addition was made to the business POPU- The American®
lation by a number of American merchants who “°"
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came in about the beginning of the century and
settled in Montreal. They were almost uniformly
successful in their ventures and their descendants
to-day hold prominent positionsin the community.

John Molson arrived in Canada in 1782, and
after successfully founding the brewing business
which is still carried on by the family turned his
attention to the novelty of steam navigation which
had been proved a possibility on the Hudson, by
Robert Fulton in 1807. Two years later, on the
3rd November, 1809, the second steamboat in
America built at Montreal by Mr. Molson and
named the ‘‘Accommodation,” started on her
maiden voyage to Quebec. The venture was en-
tirely successfui, the run being made in thirty-six
hours. She measured eighty-five feet over all, had
sixteen feet beam and an engine of six-horse
power. The fare to Quebec was £2 10 0; for
children under eleven, £1 5 0; for servant with
birth (sic) £1 13 4 ; for servant without birth (sic)
£1 5 0. Sixty pounds of luggage were allowed to
passengers, and they were requested to pur-
chase their tickets early in order to allow of suffi-
cient provisions being laid in.

In the following year (1810) Mr. Molson ap-
plied for a monopoly for fifteen years, and in 1811
began the consrtuction of the “Swiftsure” for the
same service.

The following extract taken verbatim from the
Montreal Herald of 8 May, 1813, will give a good
idea of the time and incidents of the upward trip.
On this occasion Sir George Prevost, his staff’ and
servants were on board :—

“ Journal of the steam boat from Quebec, Tues-
day, May 4th, } past 4 left Quebec—} past 11 p.m.
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came to Port Neuf. May 5th, 1 past 5 p.m. (a.m. ?)
got under weigh—at } past 5 p.m. past Three
Rivers—at 9 p.m. anchored opposite Riviére du
Loup--May 6, at } past 4 am. got under weigh
and made sail--at 8 a.m. hove too off Wm. Henry.
landed three passengers and sent the bhoat ashore
for milk. At 9 a.m. made sail—at 4 p.m. arrived
at Montreal. Remarks, past every vessel under
sail.”

Inland navigation was long an :u'(‘mnl)lis]h'd‘\'““";'l“;“'z";”"
AN g on.

fact before an attempt was made to cross the
Atlantic and here Canada took the lead. On the
27th April, 1831, Lord and Lady Aylmer accom-
panied by their suit and a brilliant following,
were present at Black’s ship yard in Quebec to
witness the launching of a vessel destined to open
up anew departure in steam navigation. Amid
the strains of the band of the 32nd Regiment, the
“ Halifax Steamboat” slid off the ways and was
christened the “ Royal William” by Lady Aylmer.

She was then towed to Montreal received her
engines and on the 17 August, 1833, sailed from
Quebec, was detained at Pictou and made the
voyage to Gravesend in seventeen days; she was
commanded by Captain McDougall, was 363 tons
burthen and carried a crew of twenty-one, burned
Nova Scotia coal and was the first vessel to make
the entire voyage wholly under steam.

The following year she was purchased by the
Spanish Government, re-named the * Ysabel
Segunda,” their first steam war vessel,

It is interesting to note the increase in the ship- Shippine.

ping trade since the English occupation : in 1764.
sixty-seven vessels arrived at Quebec from sea
¢
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with a tonnage of about 5,500, in 1841, twelve
hundred and twenty-one sailing vessels aggregat-
ing 425,118 tons, (and the report adds thirteen
steamers, 5,057 tons, but they must have been en-
gaged in the coasting trade as the first inward
steamer from sea was the “ Genova’” on the 10th

May, 1853.)

Ever since 1792 Montreal has been vainly en-
deavouring to obtain permission to open up the
Lachine Canal, and after many delays and disap-
pointments work was at length begun in 1821,
and completed in 1825 at a cost of $440,000 : but
it was inadequate for the wants of the trade as
may be gathered from the following notice from
the Quebec Gazette of the 3rd November, 1831 :—

“ Public Notice is hereby given that the Under-
signed, and others, will apply to the Legislature
of this Province at its ensuing session for the Pri-

vilege to form a Joint Stock Company for the pur-

pose of making a Canal, Locks and Basins, in such
places as they may find necessary for a useful
Navigation from the Lake of the Two Mountains
to the waters of Lachine, and from thence to the
foot of the Current St. Mary, with a branch to the
Port of Montreal should they think fit, of dimensions
not less than will admit the Passage of such Ves-
sels as can pass through the Locks of the Rideau
(Canal, and to acquire lands for Basins and water
privileges as may be wanted by the said Company
for the Navigation and the use of the waters
thereof

HORATIO GATES, JoserH MASSON,

Dr. ARNOLDI, JULES QUESNEL,
THOMAS PHILLIPS, J. BOUTHILLIER,
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ANDREW WHITE,
PETER McG1LL, Jos. LoGAN.
MoNTREATL, 1 October, 1831.”
The enlargement was not, however. undertaken
until 1843.

In 1832 the city was incorporated, with Jacques

Viger as its first Mayor, and in this year work was
begun on the first line of docks which ornament
our river front

The success of the railway was only admitted

in 1830 and 1881, certain Montrealers took stops "™ Rallwy.

to obtain a charter for a railway between Laprai-
rio and St. Johns, the Champlain and St. Law-
rence Railroad, was opened in 1836 and success-
fully worked by steam in the following year.

And now let us glance at the city as it appeared
fifty years ago; in the Place d’Armes the old
Parish Church had disappeared and was replaced
by the present structure, designed by Mr. O'Don-
nell, which although not complete according to
the original design as regards the towers, has
only since been changed in the interior as regards
the decoration.

St. Paul Street was still the principal business

Principal

centre and here the Hotel Dien of Mlle Mance, Buildings,

originally founded in 1654, still stood. with its
modest chapel and long line of buildings.

In St. Sulpice Street, then known as St. Joseph,
and just in rear of the Parish Church was the Ix-
change and News Room, established in 1821 in the
lower story of a building, erected in 1809 as a
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, where an abundant
supply of home and foreign periodicals could
always be found.

FRrs. ANT. La Rocque,

Incorporation
of the City,

Fifty Years

Ago.
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Above this the Montreal Mercantile Library
Association, a society established a few years
before by the mercantile clerks of the city, held
their meetings.

The Custom House, our present “Inland Re-
venue,” in St. Paul Street, had cost the Provin-
cial Government £4,500.

The troublous years of 1837 and ’38 had told on
the commerce of the port; in 1833 one hundred
and thirty-seven vessels had entered, registering
30,864 tons, while in 1838 there were only sixty-
three, with 15,750 tons

The principal hotels which then flourished
were Rascd’s, on the northern side of St.
Paul Street, part of which still exists; this was
the principal house in the town, well furnished
and comfortable, with accommodation for one hun-
dred and fifty guests. Then came the Exchange
Hotel, in a court off the same side of St. Paul
Street, near St. Peter; this had been established
and kept by Americans since the beginning of
the century, and could receive about seventy to
eighty guests. The Ottawa Hotel, next the Upper
Canada Stage Office, on the easterly side of McGill
Street, with room for about forty guests, and
there were two or three others of the same
standing.

The Bank of Montreal was tounded in 1817 and
began business in that year in a house rented from
the Estate Robert Armour in St. Paul Street. In
1818 a lot at the corner of St Francois Xavier and
St. James Streets was purchased and a building
erected which was long shown on the copper coin-
age issued by the Bank ; the bas-reliefs decorating
its facade are now preserved in the portico of the
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Post Office which stands on the same site.
In St. Paul Street, in. the building now occu-
pied by Messrs. Greene & Sons Co., was the
City Bank, founded in 1833; in St. Francois
Xavier Street was La Banque du Peuple, founded
about two years later. In the year of the Rebel-

lion, 1837, the Montreal Branch of the Bank of

British North America was opened in St. James
Street, and the following year the Bank of Upper
Canada opened an agency in the same street.
Water works were begun in a tentative manner
in 1801 by means of wooden pipes carrying the
water from springs about the Mountain, but the
experiment proved a failure and in 1816 the share-
holders admitted that their money was lost and
abandoned the enterprise. It was taken up by
Mr. Thomas Porteous and a reservoir made on
Citadel Hill, engines were built, four inch iron
pipes laid and the water taken from the river.
The height and capacity of the reservoir were,
however, insufficient, and new cisterns were
erected in the upper flat of the Company’s build-
ings in Notre Dame Street, new engines were also
erected on the river side, just below the Quebec
Gate Barracks, which were utilized to work a
grist mill as well as to supply the City Baths
established in a manner highly creditable to the
interest of the citizens in that quality which stands
next to godliness. The death of Mr. Porteous
combined with these heavy expenditures brought
the Company into difficulties, and in 1832 it passed
into other hands. The supply was now more
than three times that required for the city and the
total cost of the works from their inception was
estimated at about £70,000. The inhabitants

Water Works.
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were not obliged to take water and the Company
had several taps throughout the city where water
was sold; the Company was moreover obliged to
furnish several hydrants for use in case of fire.

(Gras works were started in 1836 at “the Cross,”
but the'introduction was slow and for many years
the city was only partially lighted.

The fire brigade was a volunteer service, some
of whose members are still alive.

The churches were quite as numerous in pro-
portion to the population as they are to-day; of
the seven churches and chapels used by Roman
Catholics, the Recollect Church, the chapel of Les
Soeurs G'rises and that of the Hotel Dieu have
disappeared; of the eleven Protestant Churches but
one, “ St. Gabriel’s,” still remains, and that was
closed for public worship on the last Sunday of
September, 1886.

For amusements there was the Theatre Royal,
built by John Molson on St. Paul Street, near the
present Bonsecours Market, and beside it stood the
Masonic Hall and Hotel, destroyed by fire in 1838,
just as it was filling for an entertainment; the
Raquet Court was at the corner of St. Peter and
Craig Streets, and for balls, Rasco’s Hotel, and
sometimes the Oddfellows Hall, were used.

A police force of one hundred and two privates,
four mounted patrols, six serjeants and six corpor-
als under the command of four officers and a
superintendent was founded in 1838, and the ex-
pense, about £6000 per annum, was borne by the
Civil Home Government. The jurisdiction of the
police extended from Ile Perrot to Repentigny and
over Laprairie, Longueuil, Boucherville, Var-
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rennes, Lachine, St. Vincent de Paul and St. Mar-
tin, but this was one of Lord Durham’s reforms.
and just about fifty years ago it was replaced by
an attempt at a City Police.

Literature did not flourish in the young colony, Learning.
the Royal Institution for the Advancement of
Learning was not in a very efficient condition for
its work of higher education, -but there were
several good private schools.

In 1822 the Scribbler was published, a magazine Magazines.
which touched largely on social topics and ex-
isted for at least six years: then in 1823 The
Canadian Magazine, a monthly, was started.
but only lived for a couple of years. The Cana-
dian Review next appeared in 1824, but after
two years struggle exhausted its resources.

The Literary Garland it was hoped would in turn

meet public success; it enjoyed a certain popu-
larity for a time, but eventually went the way of
its predecessors and was forootten.

There were four morning papers in English ; xewspapers.

of these the “ Herald,” a strong Tory organ, ap-
peared daily from the first of May until the first
of November. The “Gazette,” regarded as the
Government mouth-piece, appeared three times a
week, as did the “ Transcript” and the Morning
Courier,” and in French there was “ La Minerve
and “ I’”Ami du Peuple.”

This is simply an attempt to sketch an outline
of the material progress of our cily through its
first two hundred years.

There are numberless pictures of historic in-
terest which might have been reproduced : there
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are many statistics which might have been tabu-
lated ; but, suffice it to say, that of the little band
of Colonists of 1642 who entered on their work in
all faith, some of them lived to see it give fair
promise, their descendants laboured for its growth
and many of them see the result to-day. It
struggled against jealous rivalry, poverty, plague
and corruption, twice was forced to admit con-
querors within its feeble walls and yet so
flourished that within one hundred and fifty
vears from its birth it contained nine thousand
souls, and fifty years later, in 1842, the number
was swelled to over fifty thousand. So that the
citizen of that day looking over the scene of their

struggles and conquests might without stretch of

faith assuredly believe that “ the grain of mustard
seed " of Father Vimont’s Sermon has not only
taken root, but might ere long be ranked among
the mighty trees.

WILLIAM McLENNAN.
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MONTREAL, 1842-92,

THE PassiNG oF THE O1.D ORDER—1842-1850.

No one saw it at the time, no one could have for
seen it, that the “ old order ” was fast hastening
to a close, when in 1841, a number of the mer-
chants of Montreal procured a bill from the first
legislature of United Canada, then sitting at
Kingston, to incorporate the “ Montreal Board of
Trade.” In those days all important bills were
" reserved,” and it was not until March 19th. 1842,
that the royal assent was signified by proclama-
tion, and the present llouri.\hinumx'pm';nliun came
into existence. Its birth marks the cominence-
ment of the movement towards the union of the
Jritish colonies in North America which remained
loyal to the crown of England—a dominion now
stretching from the Atlantic to the shores of the
Pacific ocean in the west. It was not until the
following year that, in that far offland, the founda-
tions of a city were laid, named after our present
most gracious sovereign; and now. where ex-
tended in 1842—

“The continuous woods
Where rolls the Oregon and hears no sound
Save his own dashings,”

she may stand among her own subjects and
look beyond the limits of the West to her flag
flying over lands where the East is new born.

€= Incorporation

» AR




Tradein 1842,

42

Nor need her footsteps ever pass over foreign soil :
for, by the commercial skill and daring of men
whose faces are known and whose accents are
familiar in the Montreal Board of Trade. and by
the political foresight of men, most of whom are
still living, a continuous band of steel has. despite
of enemies without and within, bound together
the inter-oceanic Empire, and the most direct west-
ern path to the farthest east lies broad and open
through the fair city of Montreal.

All trade
had to follow the waterways and all the water of
the west flows past Montreal.

Business was prosperous in 1842,

The area of wheat
production had moved westward to the Grenessee
valley in New York and to Upper Canada, which
was then advancing rapidly, as the new Northwest
1s now, and here at the head of ocean navigation,
the exchange of its products for imported goods
was made. The merchants of Quebec concen-
trated their efforts upon the timber trade, and the
rafts floated down to them: but the enterprise of
Montreal merchants even then controlled the im-
port trade, for the fastest ships were secured for
Montreal ;
there and it was nearer the centre of consumption.
Then also there was a brisk trade up the Champ-
lain valley to Burlington and Whitehall over the
railway—the only railway in Canada—that from
Laprairie to St. John's. This trade centred at
Montreal. The railroad, it is true, shut down in
the winter, for there was no advantage in connect-
ing the ice of the Richelieu with the ice of the St.
Lawrence ; but no one then thought of doing any
serious business in winter, and, anyway, loaded

stocks of goods were opened out earlier
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teams might as well continue on fifteen miles fur-
ther on the winter roads. The people of Montreal
with all their overflowing energy had abundant
' leisure then for amusement and reflection.
The imperial idea still held sway in England. the nuperia

For a few years longer it was thought good policy o

to bind by material bonds of preferential trade

those who were united hy the bonds of one alle-

giance. Lord Stanley, the colonial secretary in ”

Sir Robt. Peel’s cabinet (of which also Mr. Glad- e

. Vi
stone was a member) in 1843, broucht in the ¢
“Canada Corn Act.” This measure, while it i
cheapened corn in England, wonderfully stimu- Wi

lated business in Canada, for it lowered the duty
on Canadian wheat and flour to one shilline a

quarter upon the condition that Canada should )
impose a duty of three shillings upon United 1' '
States wheat. The duty upon Canadian wheat it
and {lour was thus only nominal and, as the aggre- e 8
gate duty of four shillines by way of Canada was e
much lower than that upon direct imports from 1 15
the United States the wheat of the whole Lake ;j“’,
Ontario basin, intended for export to Encland. 3l V]
:

was ground into flour in Canada and exported
from Montreal, for Lord Stanley maintained that
flour ground in Canada was “a manufacture of

Canada,” and would not inquire into its origin. 1 5
All the disposable capital of Montreal was thus b

drawn to Western Canada and locked up in mills
and mill sites, and business of all kinds expanded
rapidly during the three following years of pro-
mise and plenty

Still, however, Montreal retained its medizeyval The Town.
aspect. Few vestiges are now left of the old town,
but many existed then. A visit to St. Vincent
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Street and to 8t. Amable Lane will give an idea
of the narrow streets and sombre appearance of
our present bright city. The streets were crowded,
for it did not require much trade to crowd them,
and the merchants lived over their warehouses
and their clerks oft-times lived with them. The
few residences above St. Catherine Ntreet were
like manor houses among the fields which
stretched down to Dorchester Street. The old
town was solidly packed, and it was only on the
new streets like St. James Street, Craig Street and
McGill Street, that there were many gaps. If the
city seemed sombre the people were gay and
sociable. There was, besides the western trade, an
important retail trade, and the city was enlivened
for many years after by a large garrison of English
troops, whose presence kept the town in touch
with English thought and manners and fashions.
Their bugle calls for the “ assembly ” and other
routine duties of a soldier’s life are now replaced
by steam whistles which summon or dismiss an
army of thronging work people. The relations
between the garrison and the city were always
friendly, and the paradeat 11 a.m., or the trooping
of the colours, attracted many citizens to the
Champ-de-Mars, then the centre of the town, while
the brilliant uniforms of the officers enlivened the
ball rooms and the evening parties.

The life of a Montreal merchant fifty years ago
alternated between excess of leisure and excess of
labour. It did not take long to balance the books
after the approach of winter had driven the last ship
tosea and laid up all the steamboats and barges.
Then the office hours were shortened, and the
clerks had little to do but amuse themselves, and
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the heads of the great firms came down to busi-
ness for a little while each day. As a rule the
principals were dignified and serious persons, re-
verently consulted by the seniors and tolerating
no familiarities from the junior clerks. The com-
mercial traveller had not been revealed. Iis
methods of business would have frozen the mer-
chant of those days with astonishment. After the
New Year's festivities were over, the chief houses
would send a confidential clerk or junior partner
up to the West to see how the customers were
doing or to arrange any specially intricate matters
of account; but not to carry samples—for they
had to drive all the way by sleigh or stage, and
anyway it would have been beneath the dignity
of an important house had it been possible. In
the meantime, pending the advent of spring,
there was abundance of leisure in Montreal for
out-door amusements, social enjoyment or serious
reading.

As the days grew longer the snow, shot from

the roofs of houses or thrown up from the side-
walks, piled up in the centre of the narrow streets,
and, in the bright sun of March and April, rivers
of melting snow poured down the hills or made
little lakes upon the levels. Speculation then be-
came keen as to when the ice would move, and
the citizens, day by day, went down to the river
to watch for the wished for “shove ” which would
open up once more the outer world. Suddenly,
at some unlooked for hour, the mighty river
would wake up and throw off its icy covering,
piling up great blocks upon the wharves and
sometimes against the houses and sweeping away
to the ocean the debris of the winter roads. Then

The Seasons.
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the river craft, the steamboats, and barges, and
tugs, came out from their hiding places, and
speculation became keener as to which would be
the first ship in, whether the “ Albion” or the
“Caledonia” or *St. Lawrence,” or some other
fast ship with a skilful captain who understood
the way to get through the ice in the Gulf From
1840 to 1850 the “Great Britain” was six times
the first ship in, and happy was the merchant
who secured his supplies by her; for the mer-
chants from Upper Canada were arriving to select
their stocks and the independent ones among
them would purchase from the first stock laid out.
Noon the ships thronged the limited wharf space
and lay two or three deep along the wharves,
their gangways thrust out in every gap, and the
packages were turned out to waiting carters on
the lookout for the marks of the firm which em-
ployed them. Quickly the town sprang 1o a life
more intense as the quiet of winter had been rest-
ful.

Business had not then been divided up. It was
in the hands of comparatively few houses. There
were large dry goods houses and drug houses and
hardware houses; but large firms like Gillespie,
Moffatt & Co., had a grocery department, a dry
goods department, a hardware department, and a
shipping department for the purchase and export
of produce. The new methods were beginning
to displace that system and the older houses were
soon to be compelled to choose which department
they would confine their attention to. The pres-
sure in the spring and fall to oet off the goods to
the west was intense, and the junior clerks made
up for their winter's enjoyment by working
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nearly all night and often, quietly, on Sunday,
for the work had to be done and the heads of the
firm would ask no questions on Monday. These
were the days of the great forwarding firms
such as Hooker, Holton & C(o. Macpherson,
Crane & Co., H. Jones & Co.. whose warehouses
were on the canal basin and who owned the
river craft which swarmed there. Theold Lachine
barge canal had been open since 1825 - the Wel-
land canal since 1833, the Rideau since 1832. The
St. Lawrence system was completed during this
period—the Cornwall canal in 1842, the Beau-
harnois in 1845, the Williamsburgh canals in
1847, the Chambly canal in 1843 and the en-
larged Lachine canal in 1848. The Legislature, in
1841, made an appropriation for deepening the

channel in Lake St. Peter. and in 1844 the seat of

government was transferred to Montreal and the
work was begun, but was suspended in 1846 and
abandoned the tollowing year. The whole mag-

nificent system of water communication was fully
opened up in this decade, and it was well it was
so, for troubles were in store for Montreal un-
dreamed of until 1846. and the railway age would
soon commence to threaten. The period of
the forties opened with hope, but ended with dis-
aster which would have crushed g community

less resolute and a city less favoured by nature
Just here, and only here, it will be necessary to
refer to political matters ; for Montreal in the
“forties” was absorbed in politics to a degree
now inconceivable. In 1841 Sir Robert Peel be-
came premier of a government put into power
for the object of continuing a policy of protection,
and the plan before alluded to met the outery for

Canals,

Years

Promise
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cheap corn in England by drawing through the
Canadian canals, just completed, the export of th
whole St. Lawrence basin, while yet the theory
of protection remained unaffected. It seemed in
those days as if the colonies were a real extension
of Britain. The merchants of Montreal saw the
illimitable promise of the West and, although the
canal system was scarcely finished, began to
meditate new schemes for developing this prom-
ising trade. Lord Ashburton’s treaty in 1842
closed the hope of a winter outlet on British ter-
ritory, but in 1844, at a meeting held in the base-
ment of the Congregational Church (now a fae-
tory), at the ecast end of the Champ-de-Mars, the
project of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic railway
was started. The meeting was small, but some of
those leading minds who, from time to time, have
guided the destinies of Montreal were present, and
the lecture delivered in that gloomy little room
by Judge Preble, of Portland, bore fruit in a
matured plan for a railway to that city. By the
exertions of a small group of men, among whom
were the Hon. George Moffatt, Sir Alex. Galt,
the Hon. A. N. Morin and the Hon. John Young,
this road was opened in 1848 from Longueuil
to St. Hyacinthe, and it was afterwards pressed
on until it was absorbed into the Grand Trunk
system. The enlargement of the Lachine canal
was not fully completed until 1849. It was
until then only a barge canal, but the rail-
way to Lachine was opened in 1847, and in
1846 a railway was projected to Kingston,
so that by means of the deepening of Lake St.
Peter, and these railways to Kingston and Port-
land taken in connection with the great system
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of water communication, the people of Montreal
were hoping to supply the British market with
Mr. Ira
Gould settled here about that time and leased the
first water power conceded on the new canal for
his flouring mill, which is an important one even

grain in winter as well as in summer,

yet. It was indeed a time of hope—hope to be
realised eventually ; but who could have then fore-
seen the struggles which would first have to be
gone through.

No doubt the trade of England was hampered
with restrictions—no doubt the tariff was as full
of absurdities as the present tarifl’ of the United

States—but luu]{illu‘ back Ih)‘uuull the events of

the past fifty years, one may well question
whether it was wise all of a sudden in 1846 to
contradict every
politics maintained during the rapid growth of
the Empire’s greatness. With headlong precipi-
tation the work of the statesmen of previous gen-
erations was undone.,

to reduce the

To simplify the tariff and
duties on raw materials
changes incidental to the varying

were
currents of
commerce ; but deliberately to adopt the principle
that no preferential trade should exist within the
Empire was to submit questions of the higher
politics to the sway of maxims of the lower order
of trade economics. These theories put forth so
confidently in 1846 have made no converts among
the nations in the course of fifty years, a fact
which tells against their universal applicability.
Ifin 1846 there had existed in Encland any special
commercial distress there would have been more
reason for such a revolution ; but trade was 2ood,
although there had been a series of bad years up

D

principle of trade and axiom of

ree Trade
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to 1842, In 1842 trade revived, and from 1843 to
1845 were prosperous years. For the first time in
the century consols rose above par—to 101! ; the
hlulmt of 1844 showed a surplus of £2.700.000.
and in 1846 the export trade had increased by

£10,000,000. The famine in Ireland would have
corapelled a temporary remission of duties on
foreign corn, but not necessarily the abandonment
of the idea of the unity of the Empire,

In 1846 Sir Robert Peel changed his views. .nnl
by the aid of his political opponents, passed {
bill which brought ruin to Canada. Lord lal'_fm‘
in writing to a friend shortly after, said  Peel’s
‘bill of 1846 drives the whole of the produce
“down the New York channels of communica-
“tion, destroying the revenue which Canada ex-
‘pected to derive from canal dues, and ruining af
“once mill-owners, forwarders and merchants.

“The mn\--quum ¢ is that private property is un-
“saleable in Canada, and not a shillino can be
‘raised on the credit of the province.” The
bright prospects which were opening out for
Montreal were succeeded by bitter disappoint-
ment and general disaster. In 1847 came the
Irish exodus, and multitudes of destitute and
fever stricken immigrants were poured upon our
shores. The quays were crowded, not with bus y
commercial life, but with the poor, and sick and
dying, who, unassisted by the government of
ingland, were thrown upon the charit y of the
colonists. The people of Montreal were not
wanting in their efforts to alleviate this flood of
misery. Many of the citizens, clergy and laity,
the mayor, Mr. John E. Mills among them, died
from the fever contracted in their charitable
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labours. There was not room in the cemeteries
to bury those fever-stricken victims, and a huge
boulder, raised on 2 pedestal of masonry near the
approach to the Victoria bridge, marks the spot
where over 6,000 Irish immigrants were buried
in that fatal year. DBusiness in 1848 was. if pos-

Depression and

sible, more depressed, and in 1849 political party discord.

strife distracted the ~‘i1_\', durine which the par-
liament building was burned by rioters, and as a
consequence the seat of government wvas .\'ll(il‘l]}'
after removed. The Board of Trade. smarting
under what they felt to be unjust and undeserved
treatment, angrily demanded the repeal of the
navigation laws, and in 1849 the trade of the St.
Lawrence was opened to foreion ships, the last im-
perial customs officers were withdrawn shortly
after, and the “ old order passed away gloomily,
with exasperation, bitter feeline. and ruinous
losses.

[t is not wantonly that these ancient griefs Jord Elsin’s
have been renewed ; their very memory has
almost passed away and their bitterness has long
been forgotten, but it is necessary to recall them
to explain how and whence the 1mperial idea re-
celved its first blow, and how it happened that,
i a flush of momentary resentment, a number of
leading citizens of Montreal signed what is called
the annexation manifesto of 1849. Lord Elgin,
then Governor General, truly expressed the feel-
mgs of the Canadians when he wrote, “ What
‘makes it more serious is that all the property of
“ which Canada is thus robbed is transplanted to
“the other side of the lines, as if to make (Cana-
“dians feel more bitterly how much kinder Eng-
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“land is to the children who desert her than to

“those who remain faithful.”

1850 to 1860 —THE NEW MONTREAT

Cliarantar ol Montreal is not indebted for her present pros-
Citizens of . . .
Montreal. perity solely to the unique advantages of her

geographical position ; she owes it as much to the

character and courage of her citizens. As. in the

changes of the last fifty years, new emergencies

arose, men were always found who were able to

adapt the business methods of the city to meet

the new demands—men who were able leaders

born merchants, true captains of industry and

commerce. It would be invidious to sinele out

any among the living—there are many now, mem- !

bers of the Board of Trade, who are worthy of

their predecessors, and who are writing their

names indelibly in the annals of their city. Mont-

real has always been * justified of her children ;’

but the story of the last fifty years cannot be told

without mention of two men, the Honourable John
Young and Sir Hugh Allan, both of them remark-
able for foresight, boldness, resoluteness and

ability. The ability of the latter was of a more
practical and successful kind, but the former dur-
ing the period underreview was at the full height
of his activity. It had been occasionally mooted
in letters to newspapers, but no one seriously ad-
vocated bridging the St. Lawrence until John
Youngurgeditinthe “ Economist in 1846 ; ”” and he
was the moving spirit urging on the surveys made
by Mr. Gay in 1846, Mr. Morton in 1847, Mr
Gzowski in 1849, and Mr. Keefer in 1851. He
was Harbour Commissioner in 1849, member for
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Montreal in the legislature in 1850, and in 1851
he was Minister of Public Works. Tt
stated previously that the work of deepening
Lake St. Peter had been abandoned. Mr. Young
had always warmly advocated following the

has been

natural channel of the river and now was the
he did

with characteristic vigour, warmly seconded by

opportunity to press his views; which
the Board of Trade. The depth of the ship channel
to Quebec was then only 11 feet ; and all the trade
of Montreal was carried on by vessels of 400 tons
or less. [n the year 1850 the work was ;l.\\i'_"llwl
to the Harbour Commissioners ; it was commenced
in 1851, and before the close of the season the
channel was <{M'|wllwl to 13 feet, at the cost, not
of the general revenue of the country, but of the
trade of the port

Montreal had not in 1850 fully recovered its

lost ground. The imports were one million of
dollars less than in 1842, and the exports only
slightly exceeded that year in value. Business
had not been ¢ood anywhere since 1846 and, so
far, free trade had not been of much service to
ingland. A disastrous revulsion occurred there

in 1847, and the revolutionary outbreaks of 1848

throughout Europe were followed by a period of

deep depression. Relief was near; but it was not
from theories of trade it came, nor from the aban-
donment of the traditions of the Empire. Itcame
from the accidental discovery of gold in California
in 1849, and in Australia in 1851. Immediately,
business revived everywhere ; under protection, in
the United States and France, and under free
trade in England, but England had the start in
ships and factories, and the gold countries were

Depressic

I'rade.

Revival.
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Enu‘]ish-slw:lking' countries into which the surplus
and stagnating population and products of Eng-
land poured. Trade in Montreal soon felt the
tide; but 1850 was a dark year.  Political ani-
mosities were still virulent and great fires swept
off large portions of St. Ann’s. St Lawrence and
St. Mary’s suburbs ; but the people had recovered
their faith in their city and were
selves to the new conditions.

adapting them-
In 1850, for the first
time, foreign vessels came up to Montreal to take
in cargo, and, although they still had to clear from
Quebec, this marked a new departure in our trade
In 1851, a census year, prosperity set in under the
new order, and from that year modern Montreal
may date its birth. A reference to the tables will
show the imports increased one-third, the exports
one-fourth, the ocean tonnage one-fourth, the in-
land tonnage nearly one-half. In
the trade and navigation
The census of 1851 shows the
<'i|y as

1850 commences
serles  of reports.
population of the
57,715, and the revenue of the city $160,226.

A commencement had been made to utilise the
water power on the canal. Mr. Gould had built
his mill, and mention is made of engine works,
tobacco factories and a boot and shoe factory;
there were brewers and a distillery ; but the
total number of work people is given as only
609. 1In fact, very little account is made in the
census ol any manufacturing at all. The year
1851 marks also the completion of the Cham-
plain and St. Lawrence
and of

railway to Rouses Point,
the St. Lawrence and Atlantic to Rich-
mond. Two great fires occurred in the following
year. One destroyed the chief business part of

St. Paul Street, and the other swept away the
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whole remaining part of the Quebec suburbs,
Business continued good in 1852. A railroad was
opened to Mooer’s Junction on the Ogdensbhurg
road, and the St. Lawrence and Atlantic road
reached Sherbrooke. The possibility of a bridge
was demonstrated by Mr. Thomas C. Keefer in a
report to Mr. Young as president of the projected
Montreal and Kineston railway, but, in this year,
both that and the Portland railway were absorbed
in the Grand Trunk railway, for which Messrs.
Peto, Brassey and Betts obtained the contract, and
thus the railway era began to dawn.

The year 1853 marks the culmination of the era
of the waterways. It was a year of advance in
every respect. Imports, exports, ocean and inland
tonnage increased fifty per cent., the railway was
opened through to Portland, the ship channel was
deepened to 15 feet 2 in., and, most noteworthy of
all, the Genova arrived, the first ocean steamer to
reach our city.  She was followed by the Sarah
Sands, and twice by the Lady Eglinton, four
steamships in all ; but they were small vessels
and the ocean trade was calling for larger ships.
Trade was rapidly changing its methods, and the
old winter leisure was beginning to disappear, for
goods were arriving all winter at Longueuil and
St. Lambert’s, and the carters had a harvest in
drawing the ooods over the river roads: but in
fall and spring, when the ice was forming or
breaking up, there were many inconveniences for
merchants, whose business might suffer for a {ort-
across the
river. No railway to the west was yet open and
the Lachine canal had to take all the western
freight.

night while their goods were waiting

[ts banks were crowded with ooods and

Gireat Fires,

I'he Grand
I'runk Railway

lira’of the
Waterways.
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its basins thronged with craft. It looked busier
then than now, although, in fact. the figures of
1891 show more than double the inland tonnag
of 1853, for the vessels then were smaller., The
forwarders were busy and happy, and all the
owners of river craft flourished, for the great west
was at last opened up, and as the water flowed so
it seemed certain that the produce must flow. Few
then supposed that railways could ever compete
with water-ways for heavy freight. This had yet
to be learned. The years 1854 and 1855 were years

of disillusion. Imports increased but exports fell
ofl' greatly and, if the Grand Trunk Railway had
not been drawing bills for its expenditure, the
banks would have had difficulty in supplying ex-
change to the merchants. Inland traffic on the
canals fell off and a severe visitation of cholera
destroyed retail trade. But there were some cir-
cumstances of encouragement. On July 20, 1854,
Viotoria Brides the first stone of the Victoria Bridge was laid,

and, in the same year, the railway was opened to

Point Levis. The reciprocity treaty was sioned
in June, 1854, and went into effect in Canada in
October, although it was March of the following
year before it was proclaimed in the United States.
Montreal necessarily prospers or suffers with the
rest of Canada, and reaped incidental advantages
from the reciprocity treaty ; but the treaty did
not specially benefit the city. The year 1854 also
marks the true commencement of the movement
Manufactures. which has made this city a great manufacturing
centre, for then Mr. John Redpath established his
great sugar refinery, the effect of which on the
commerce of the port may be seen in the sudden
and permanent rise in the quantity of raw sugar
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imported, thus affordine occasion for an increase
of direct trade with the sugar-growing countries,
Up to this time the city was solely a commercial
city, but a reference to the census table will show
how rapidly manufactures grew into importance.
Mr. Redpath was the real pioneer of the industrial
movement,

The commercial prospects of the city might Railways.

well cause anxiety, for now the fact came into
startling light that the railw ays, and not the
water-ways,were to be the chief channels of trade.
As soon as the preferential duties on corn were
abolished in England the produce of the west fol-
lowed, in steadily increasing volume. the Erie
canal to the point of shipment on the seaboard ;
but in 1854 the New York railway system had
been completed and. af numerous points on the
lake and river shores, the trade of the western
states, and even of Ontario, was drawn away from
Montreal. It is true the river channel had been
dt'(‘[)t'nt‘(l to 163 feet ; but the ocean steamers had
been growing lareer and had outstripped that
depth. It is true the St Lawrence canals were,
and still are, the grandest system of water routes
in the world, and the Erie canal is a mere ditch in
comparison, but New York is open all the year
round, and there are 27 feet at low water on the bar
of the harbour. Soin 1854 and 1855 no ocean steam-
ers visited onur city, and the tables show how
alarmingly trade fell off in all directions. The
New York railways reaped the full benefit of the
reciprocity treaty in the increase of trade from
western Canada while the Grand Trunk railway
had reached only to Brockville, It was now that
the indomitable energy of the people showed it-
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self. They determined to deepen the channel to 20
feet, and the Allan Brothers, always in the van of
goean Naviei- gcean navigation, established the Montreal Ocean
Steamship Company, which commenced, in 1856,
a fortnightly service with four steamers. The city

tion.

sprang to life again. Once more the tide of trade

First Train began to set into its former channels. The first
train from Montreal to Toronto left on October 27,
and in November, 1856, the Grand Trunk line was
opened to Stratford. The occasion was celebrated
by a féte, into which the citizens put all their
energies ; they sent invitations to leading people
in all the cities of Canada, and balls, illuminations
and rejoicings expressed their hopes and aspira-
tions. In this year also the present water-works
were completed with the exception of the upper
I'eservoir.

The year 1857 will ever be memorable for the
extraordinary commercial crisis which shook the
United States business centresto their foundations
and shattered the strongest houses in the great
cities. It was a credit panic and passed swiftly over
the commercial world like a tornado : but its chief
weight fell upon the United States. Every bank
in the Union, but one, suspended payment, and in
Canada, especially in the west, where there had
been a great expansion, its effects were severely
felt. Fortunately the Bank of Montreal has always
been under the management of a board of resident
merchants bound up with the fortunes of the city,
and Mr. David Davidson, its cashier at that time,
was one of those unusually able and resolute men
who in a time of crisis are the salvation of a com-
munity. He practically carried the merchants of
Montreal through that panic, not only the cus-
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tomers of his own bank but many from other
banks, and at that period the Bank of Montreal
reached the proud pre-eminence which it has ever
since maintained. Mr. Davidson founded a school
of banking in Canada, in which many of the able
bankers who have since pre }
institutions of the country were formed, but the i
Bank of Montreal is the especial pride of its own
city, and the group of a Ol |
time have wielded its enormous capital with such e
surprising skill have been most potent factors in
the rapid advancement of Montreal.
If, as has been shown. the * forties”
<li.\:|.~l«'r, the

sided over the monied

ble men who since his i

ended \\'itllffp»{'»ut the ;
“lifties ” ended with prosperity and -
hope. On December 17, 1859, the
was completed, the Grand Trunk railway was A0
open to Lake Huron on the west and to Portland 1

on the Atlantic—the

ocean steamers,

- . : 114 e
1ctoria Bridge 1 |

Allans had a weekly line of ]
and anumber of important factories :
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1860 T0 1870—CoMPLETION OF THE GGRAND 3 .gf
TRUNK SysTeMm. arie |
And now, in 1860, commenced another decade _
of progress, in which the past sorrows and ,

struggles of our cit

Yy were well nigh forgotten b
and, as if to mark the commencement of an
auspicious era, the Prince of Wales, Init,of LR/
the majesty of the Empire, came out to Canada Wales.

to open the Victoria Bridge and to see what man-

ner of people were his gracious mother’s liege

subjects in North America. The festivities of

that occasion

]‘(']”'(‘Nl']” i“ﬂ' Y\"l‘” of H.R.H.

can have no place in these dry
annals of commerce, but the following vyear
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(1861), being a census year, must detain our

attention. The population was 90,323, an in-
crease of 64 per cent ; the city revenue had, from
$160,226, reached $468961; and the assessed
ralue of real estate was $28976,270. The ship
channel had been deepened to 18 feet, an ocean
steamship line had been established, the import
trade was double and the export trade was five
fold that of 1851. On the canal the Redpaths’
refinery was in full working activity, and the
customs returns show that while 13,573,044 1bs.
of raw sugar were brought into the city in 1858,
only 461,112 lbs. were imported refined. This
census is the first which seems to have cared to
take trouble with statistics of manufactures:
for it gives the number of establishments as 141,
and the value of the total product as $5,189,881.
Axe and tool factories, soap factories, nail fac-
tories, rubber factories, rolling mills, and many
other factories are mentioned, and from this time
the manufacturing era may be said to have com-
menced.

Montreal had, in 1861, fairly started on almost
all the lines of its succeeding progress. And the
figures in the table for this decade will not need

Wars and_Ru-MUch comment. In 1861 the southern rebellion
W out, and the civil war lasted four years,
during which it seemed more than once possible
that war might break out between Great Britain
and the United States. The Trent affair once
more brought a strong garrison to Montreal ; for,
as it is the strategic point of Canada, the strength
of any hostile attack would no doubt have been
spent there. The -heerful versatility of the citi-
zens was for a while exercised by the possibility
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of having to contend with the completely new set
of circumstances likely to arise during a winter
campaign ; for, as the number of British troops
could not be large, it was clear that a good deal
of novel work would fall upon the militia. For-
tunately the danger soon passed, but a large num-
ber of people from the Southern States came to
Montreal, and the United States covernment was
in a constant fret about their sayings, although,
as to their doings, our own government took care
that no violation of the laws of international
comity should occur. A little more reciprocity
in that direction would have been agreeable ;
but in despite of Fenian invasions, although the
“ sixties ” had their own anxieties, there were no
business troubles, and the figures in the table for
this decade show a steadily increasing and pros-

perous trade. In 1863 a large tea business com- Foreien Trade.

menced, which was carried on by direct ship-
ments from China and the east until the opening
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Raw sugars
also, from Java and Brazil, contributed to in-
crease the volume of trade with the sugar-grow-
ing countries. In 1864 the steam tonnage was
36 per cent of the total ocean tonnage, and,
before the end of the decade, it increased to 50
per cent. The ship channel, by the year 1865,
had been deepened to the proposed 20 feet, and
by 1866 the wharfage accommodation had been
quadrupled and had attained a length of 817
miles. In 1864 the fiscal year of Canada was
made to terminate on June 80, instead of Decem-
ber 31st, and this must be borne in mind in reading
the appended tables of imports and exports, for
they are given from the official returns, while the
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Board of Trade figures usually cover the calendar
year. Reference to these tables will show that,
comparing the figures of 1861 with those of 1870,
there was an increase of 50 per cent in the com-
merce of the city, and this in spite of the : abroga-
tion of the reciprocity treaty with the Umted
States, which occurred in 1866. On July 1st,
1867, the confederation of the provinces wa
consummated, and the Dominion of Canada as a
continental political state dates from that day.
The reciprocity treaty, as before remarked. was
of little special interest to Montreal. Its ten-
dency was to draw trade aw: ay across the border
to the south} and whatever advantage accrued to
Montreal was indirect, through such benefits as
it may have conferred upon the people of Canada
taken generally. Much stress was laid at first
apon the supposed balance of trade in arguing
that Canada derived more benefit from it than
the United States, but it was demonstrated at the
time that the balance was largely against Canada.
The reason put forward for its abrogation was
that the burden of taxation incident to the war un-
duly weighted the United States farmer while
giving to the Canadian farmer a corresponding
.ldvantdm' Reasons in the political order also,
no doubt, had weight in the decision of the
United States government, and local influences
opposed to the treaty contributed to the result.
The “sixties” passed away without any farther
events of importance. In consequence of the
abrogation of the treaty a direct trade in lumber
was opened with South America; this decade
also saw the beginning of the cheese export trade,
which has now assumed such great proportions.
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The Grand Trunk railway during this period !
attained its full development, and beyond ques-
tion much of the steady increase in the trade of
Montreal was due to its influence. In Ontario
several systems of railways were completed, and
the Great Western road assisted largely in the
rapid growth of many western cities. Many of
the smaller roads were absorbed by the Grand
Trunk, and the Victoria Bridge was the only
bridge on the St. Lawrence east of Niagara. Win-
ter and summer the warehouses of the merchants
were busy. The Montreal ocean steamers sailed
from Portland in the winter, and business went
on after the close of navigation without inter-
ruption. It was a period of quiet prosperity in
business, with only Fenian invasions to relieve
the monotony of progress.

1870 To 1880—THE ERA OF VicissiTupEs,

The year 1871 was a census year, and therefore (
v . ’

Railway Sys-
em.

Jensus

s i 3 - . Statistics.
it becomes possible to obtain some details of pro-

gress which cannot be got out of the trade and
navigation reports. The population had increased
to 107,225 and the city revenue to $848,880. The
assessed value of real estate had reached $583,992 -
000, nearly double that of 1861. Business was
very good during the first four years of this de-
cade.  Ocean steamers were rapidly supplanting
sailing vessels, and year by year the proportion of
steam tonnage increased, until in 1879 jt reached
75 per cent of the whole. The work of deepen-
ing the channel went on; for, when the proposed
limit of 20 feet had been attained, it was decided
that the increasing draught of ocean shipping re-
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quired 25 feet. The prosperity of the commerce
of the city appears in the table for the decade to
have extended almost up to 1875, but a new ele-
ment is shown in the census figures—the manu-
facturing interest—which received special care in
the enumeration. The total product in 1871
amounted in value to $32,727,946, almost as much
as the total imports. The capital invested was
$11,101,131; the value of the raw materials was
$19,037,962; the amount of annual wages was
$5,195,668, and the number of working people
21,817. From this time forward the manufacturing
interest played an important part in the commer-
cial history of Montreal.

One of the conditions of the accession of British
Columbia to the confederation was that, within
ten years, a railway should be constructed to the
Pacific and, in 1871, the preliminary surveys were
commenced ; in 1872 the Pacific Railway Act was
passed and the point of departure on the east was
fixed at Lake Nipissing, thus leaving to the vari-
ous cities concerned the task of making their own
connections. This was a very critical period in
the history of Montreal, and the action of its
citizens can only be explained by a survey of its
position as a railway centre.

In 1871 the Grand Trunk railway possessed, in

winter, every inlet and every outlet of the city of

Montreal. It had, as before stated, absorbed the
railway to Portland and, since then, had pur-
chased the railway to Rouse’s Point; even the
railways to Lachine and from Caughnawaga to
Mooer’s Junction were held by this company, and,
moreover, the direction of the company was not
in Canada but in England, and was therefore out
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cities of western Canada, and especially Toronto,
had, however, by means of the Great Western
railway, an independent connection with the
New York system at Niagara, and therefore Tor-
onto was « competing point while Montreal was
not, and the merchints of the latter city had to
pay during winter double the freight on their im-
ports from England which was demanded from
the merchants of Toronto 300 miles further west.
In this way the trade of the city as a distributine
point was being undermined. The export trade
was suffering in a worse way,for the Grand Trunk
railway had extended its connections to Chicago,
and in fall and winter would engace through
freight from Chicago and Cincinnati to Portland,
with which it filled the steamers of the Allan line,
while the exporters of Montreal, who had no
other outlet, had to wait for cars upon which to
load the produce which was accumulating in
their warehouses. Many complaints had pre-
viously been made, but, in December, 1873, what
was called the “annual lock-out ” was unusually
acute, and a formal correspondence with protests
and counter-protests took place between the
Steamship Company, the Railway Company and
the Corn Exchange. The facts were embodied in
a report made by a committee and adopted unani-
mously by the assembled merchants: they may
be summarized as follows:—1st. That the accu-
mulated stock of grain held for want of railway
facilities on December 15th in the public ware-
houses at Montreal was 1,031,359 bushels of grain
and 89,651 barrels of flour. 2nd. That while the
rate of through {reight for provisions to Liver-
E

of touch with the Canadian people. Some of the Business
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pool from Cincinnati, 1,128 miles from the sea,
was 80 cents, and from Chicago, 1,145 miles, was
90 cents, it was 93 conts per 100 1bs. from Mon-
treal; only 297 miles from the sea, 3rd. That while
trains were rolling over the Victoria Bridge filled
with United States products the Canadian ship-
pers could not get cars to carry away their pro-
duce for shipment.  After all their struggles and

sacrifices it had come to this, that the trade of

Montreal stood in danger of slow stranculation.
While matters stood in this position a railway,
called the Northern Colonization railway, from
Montreal to Ottawa, was actively advocated, with
a branch line of about 14 miles to St. Jerome, 1
village on the North River. This road had been
originally projected in 1868 by Father Labelle, a
patriotic French Canadian priest, the curé of St.
Jerome, as & wooden railway from Montreal to
his own village, in order to open up the north
country to colonization (hence its name), but now
Nir Hugh Allan took it up and made Ottawa its
objective point. At Ottawa it was to connect with
a road in progress to Toronto to meet the Great
Western road and anotherin progress to Georgian
Bay, which latter would moreover join the pro-

jected main Pacific line at its eastern terminus on
J

Lake Nipissing The enthusiastic curé moved his
compatriots as one man and, as Sir Hugh Allan
had the capital and the ability, the scheme of this
little road became the pivot upon which the con-
nection of Montreal with the Pacific turned, for
the citizens of Montreal, few of whom had ever
seen or cared for St. Jerome, but all of whom saw
the peril of their city, voted a subsidy of a million
dollars by an overwhelming majority on a by-
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law specially proposed to the mass of the citizens,
Everything moved quickly then. There was no
time to mature another scheme and, absurd as it
appeared on the surface to make such a grant to
so small a railway, the people perceived the real
issue involved and eranted the money. A few
weeks afterwards Sir Hugh obtained the ¢ ontract
to build the Canadian Pacific road, and for that
purpose organized a company of which he became
president.

[t is no part of the object of this paper to (“\']l"'llr<-~»|unuf
874,
cuss, or even relate, the events which shortly

afterwards occurred, inasmuch as they lie mainly
in the political order; it is sufficient to say that
the contract fell Hmmwh in consequence of
change of ministry, and for five years the new
government went on with the Pacific railway
as a government work in sections remote from
Montreal. These connecting roads Just referred
to went on, though more slowly because of the
bad times which commenced in 1874, and con-
struction was continued for five years until 1879,
The table for the decade will indicate the dura-
tion of the period of depression ; but still, though
. these were years of great commercial disaster—
though it seemed that good times would never
return—a totally new business sprang up, in the
exportation of cattle, which by 1879 had assumed
large proportions. The export cheese trade alsoNew Business,
expanded greatly, and during the years of political
quiet in South America there was a good trade in
exporting lumber thither. Large cotton mills were
established at Hochelaga in 1872 and the silk
manufacture was introduced in 1876. In 1875 the
Intercolonial Railway was opened, and afforded a

S =S S ———
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new outlet to the ocean independent of bonding
privileges through the United States. The com-
mercial outlook was very gloomy however during
the latter half of the decade ; the collapse of trade
which occurred in 1873 in the United States
reached Canada in the latter part of 1874. Manu-
factures ceased to be remunerative, and in 1876
the Redpaths closed down their sugar refinery
and paid off their hands. The export values were
fairly kept up, however, though profits were very
unsatisfactory. The depression was not peculiar
to Canada, but extended throughout the world.
There was no sudden panic, soon passing over as
1857, but 4 steady shrinkage in values of all
kinds. In 1880, as the figures in the table will
show, there was very marked improvement in all
branches of trade and a new item of export
began to assume importance, that of phosphates
or mineral manure.

1880 to 1890—THE REALIZATION OF A DREAM.

The decade 1880-90 was a most important one
in the history of Montreal. The improvement in
business continued. Sugar refining had been re-
sumed in 1879 and a second large sugar refinery
was established. A railway to Quebec on the
north shore of the St. Lawrence was completed
in the same year. The ocean channel was deepen-
ed to the proposed depth of 25 feet in 1882, but,
in view of the still increasing size of ocean steam-
ships, it was decided to increase the depth to 27}
feet, which was accomplished in 1888. The depth
of the channel at low water from the ocean to
Montreal is now as great as that at low tide on
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the bar of New York harbour. The table shows{;mandinz
ade,

that the imports and exports and ocean tonnage
largely increased and the proportion of steamships
varied between 83 per cent and 91 per cent of the
whole. The inland tonnage exceeded, twice during
the decade, one million tons, The harbour was ex-
tended to accommodate this expanding trade, and
by 1882 the length of wharf accommodation had
attained 4'7 miles. Railroad tracks were laid along
the wharves and the work of loading and unload-
ing went on night and day for, first of all cities,
Montreal adopted electric lighting for its harbour
The export of phosphates increased to 24,290 tons
in 1885. The cattle trade maintained a rapid ad-
vance all through the decade, reaching an export
figure of 123,186 head in 1890, and the cheese trade
more than doubled in the ten years. The farmers
seemed to have turned their attention mainly to
cheese ; for the butter trade declined toa very low
point.

In 1881 the decennial census was taken and the Census of 1831,

population was found to be 155,237. The assessed
value of real estate that year was $66,483,810, and
the revenue of the city had grown to $1,634,413.
But the increase in the manufacturing interests
shown by the census was surprising. The capital
invested was found to be $32,185,691 ; the value
of the raw material was $32,484,005, and the value
of the manufactures produced was $52,509,710.

There were 1,467 manufacturing establishments,'

employing 33,355 people and paying out annually
$8,925,865 in wages.

Considering that this immense interest was the Montreala Free

growth of barely 25 years, this result is very re-
markable, and it should be noted that ijt wag ac-
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companied by the very large increase above noted
in the commerce of the port. The year 1888 is
remarkable for the fact that the government as-
sumed the debt the Harbour Commissioners had
contracted for deepening the ship channel, and
thus the shipping trade of Montreal was relieved
from very heavy dues for interest. Montreal be-
came then practically a free port for oceanshipping,
the tonnage dues formerly levied being abolished.

But the most important change occurred during
this decade in the position of Montreal as a rail-
way centre, The critical position of the trade of
the city in;1873 has been pointed out. Every ac-
cess by rail was then in the control of one cor-
poration, the head office of which was in Eng-
land. Before ten years had passed Montreal had
become as important a railway centre as it is of
inland navigation, and yet the water-borne trade
largely increased its tonnage, as the figures in the
tables clearly show.

Attention has before been called to the fact that
Montreal has been exceptionally endowed with a
succession of very able citizens who have from
time to time left the impress of their strong per-
sonality upon her commercial fortunes. Only
two or three have been mentioned among those
who have passed away, but now in the period
presently under review a group of men appeared
of remarkable ability and courage who, gathering
round them men of great executive force and sus-
tained by the national spirit of the country, or-
ganized that wonderful system of railways the
Canadian Pacific Railway. They could not have
succeeded if the government had not supported
them, and the government would not have dared
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to extend such a measure of support if the people
of Canada had not wished it, but with all the
support they received, nothing but a most unusnal
combination of courage, skill, Jjudgment and good
fortune could have achieved such a success. The
first settlement on the British territory of the
Pacific coast is a year younger than the Montreal
Board of Trade. It was Sir Alex. Mackenzie, a
Montrealer, who, first of white men, crossed the
Rocky Mountains and reached. from the interior,
the shores of the Northera Pacific Ocean, and it
was fitting that men like him identified with
Montreal should, in less than one hundred years
after, have made so broad and open a hi'_rh\\':ly
over the trail which his tootsteps first had traced.

After the abandonment of the contract with
Sir Hugh Allan the government carried on the
construction of the Pacific Railway under its own
management, but a change of ministry occuarred
in 1878, and the incoming Government resumed
the policy of building the road under contract
with private individuals. On October 21, 1880, a
contract was concluded with the present Cana-
dian Pacific Railway Company, of which the
moving spirits were Montrealers. Mr. George
Stephen (now Lord Mount-Stephen) became pre-
sident, Mr. Donald A. Smith (now Sir Donald)
vice-president. Among the directors were Messrs,
R. B. Angus, Duncan McIntyre and C. D. Rose, all
of whom were Montrealers, though Mr. Rose was
resident in England. The company took over
the work which had been done by the govern-
ment and undertook to complete the whole road
by May 1st, 1891. On the 28th of June, 1886,
the first through train to the Pacific coast left

The Canadian
Pacific Railway
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Montreal for the newly created city of Vancouver,
the Pacific terminus of the road. :

An achievement like this cannot be adequately
related in a short essay. It is unequalled by any-
thing which has been done anywhere during the
century, and Montreal in 1890, through the suc-
cess of the Canadian Pacific Railway, became in
six years one of the most important railway
centres on the continent, for the operations of
the company were not confined to the road to the
Pacific, immense as was that undertaking. The
headquarters of the whole system are at Mont-
real and the main route to the Pacific passes
through if; but, in addition, Montreal has now
another route to Boston, to New York, to Toronto,
and to the west and north of Ontario, to Quebec,
to St. John, N. B, and to Halifax, N. S. On that
beautiful summer evening of the 28th of June,
1886, when the first train for Vancouver quietly
glided out of the Dalhousie Square station those
who loved Montreal, and who does not love it
who has ever lived there, felt, that though in
future years the vicissitudes incident to all
human affairs might from time to time oppress
individuals and even classes of business men ; yet
that, after many trials, the future of their fair city
was at last as secure, under the new dispensation
of railways, as when she sat in the old days alone,
queen of the water-ways, holding the keys of the
gateway of the stately St. Lawrence.

Montreal a
Railway
Centre.

S. E. DAWSON.
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MONTREAL OF TO-DA

Before closing this sketch it seems appropriate
to add a short summary of the present state and
prospects of Montreal as shown by the census of
1891 and the latest trade returns, The tables
given elsewhere bring the figures down to the year
1890 inclusive : the following table embodies a
few leading facts of later date :—

LEADING FACTS CONCERNING MONTREAL IN 1891.
Imports, 12 months to July 1st

Pereees e, $45,492, 957

Exports ¥ s e i e e 32,284,055 Trade in 1891,

Sea-going vessels, number during the season...... . 25

i " tonnage ¢ L et

Inland vessels, number during the season... serrecen .. 5,268
s g tonnage Ny U Lt ey 1,119,484

Imports, Raw Sugar, lbs..... seeeressnie cianenaae.. 159,672,035
” Tea, 1bs. (fiscal year).... ...... ............. 6,887,677

Exports, Butter, Ibs.... .... . ..... tereree i ieeaea 6,725 520
% Cheese, boxes............. seseseiiennne. 1,349,993
i Breadstuffs, bushels............ .. ceee e 18,651,409
T, h e R ..108,947

“

............................. . 2,159,872

Proportion of Ocean Steamships

..... teessesciiieae. 9l poc
Wharfage accommodation................... . .+.5.02 miles.
Depth of Channel...... .... LT T DO « 27} feet.
Aren of City (exclusive of park)...... SHOARIS eont ++5,362 acres.
Aggregate length of streets. ... sesesreties tiiiee ... 183 miles,
Mount Royal Park, area...... 4 0% sabis s veseve.... 464 acres,
Total area of Parks...... .. S8 tan sean *eseeenn tuuaa 617} acres.

SOME ITEMS FROM INLAND REVENUE AND CENSUS RETURNS
—ANNUAL PRODUCT.

Tobacco manufactured—Ibs. (fiscal YOO o iss vvees 6,614,168 Mumfggotures,
Cigars ¥ T e g e s B 50,203,600 %
Cigarettes " “ “ crreenniena. 41,412,420

Malt Liquors, gallons, (fiscal year).....o....ueu.ven. .. 3,729,466




Area of the
City.
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Boots and Shoes, product (census) valve...... .. o0 34,738,209
Cotton LOD, VRIS oy, i ivnisy oahis LSS RN b e 1,850,010
Nut and Bolt Factories, value...eee vvvs vunnn. AT . 271,000
Nail and Tack H &R T WA M e o 864,500
Rolling Stock, value..... L Oy R SR e 3,770,975
Rolling Mills « ,..,... cesserneneieeaes 1,000,000
Rubber Factories, value..o..... coovvevenennrn cnvnns 1,395,000
Silk Factories, value....... XA AN AT T 460,000
Shirt, Collar and Tie Fact 1108, VRO v cons i s ves 1,505,500

Clothing Factories, value.......... ... P Ly 3,687,313

The reader has now traced the growth of the
town of 44,000 people to the present city of 215,650.
The area of buildings which, in 1844, was cramped
in between Dorchester street and the river, and
between McGill street and Dalhousie square, has
extended over 5,362 acres, or nearly nine sguare
miles. The narrow lanes, with their dull medizeval
aspect, have made way for broad streets, which
reach an aggregate length of 133 miles. The chief
thoroughfares are well paved ; the average of the
street architecture, without losing the solidity of
old Montreal, is better in style than that of any
other city of its size. The total area set aside for
parks and squares is 6174 acres; in addition to
which the citizens have the present use of St.
Helen’s Island as a summer resort. Mount Royal
Park is by general assent conceded to be, in re-
spect to its natural advantages, one of the most
beautiful parks in the world, and it is year by
year being improved. In it the citizens of Mon-
treal have a breathing space of 464 acres, laid out
with drives of noble prospect and rambles of
charming variety. The city is orderly, well
policed and exceptionally free from serious crime.
The sanitary condition of the city is supervised by
a special staff of medical men and inspectors, and,
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since the epidemic of small-pox in 1885, the publie
"accinators have met with the fullest co-operation
by the people, so that not a single death by that
disease is recorded after the year 1886, Improve-
ments in sanitation are no doubt yet to be de-
sired, but not more than in other cities, and the
progress in this direction has been rapid, and is
steadily advancing.

The growth of the trade of the city is best seen
by the tables. The manufacturing output in 1891
reached nearly seventy-three millions of dollars,
and the imports and exports amounted in the
aggregate to nearly seventy-eight millions, The
table for 1891 will show details of some of the
items which form these amounts, but other
branches of trade are continually being opened up.
The fruit trade has reached large proportions, and
a line of steamers trading with the Mediterranean
ports has made the city a most important market
for fruit. In 1892 a direct steamship line for the
fruit trade with the West Indies was inaugurated.
A Montreal firm lately purchased a banana planta-
tion in Jamaica of 990 acres, and last summer, for
the first time, four direct cargoes of bananas arrived
in the port. Another new steamer specially con-
structed for the trade will be added next summer.
These steamers trade to four ports in Jamaica,
carrying out lumber, oats, flour, cheese, butter,
etc., for which they get good freights, and bring
back bananas, cocoa-nuts, oranges and other tropi-
cal fruits. This trade may be expected to grow
steadily.

Growth of
I'rade.
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Some figures showing the business of 1892 are
to hand as this passes through the press, viz, :-—

Exports, year ending June D ABBRani i ivansniaas -$42,918,100

Imports " “ e L i e s . .. 349,666,238

Sea-going Vessels during the season of 1892, number.....,.. 735

L PR e R e 1,036,707

Inland vessels, number.... .... PO RN s N ke i e sad 5200

tonnage ...... teessrttiansnes .. enneesl,049,600

It should be noted that, for the first time in the
history of the city, the ocean tonnage passes into

“ “

the millions. The increase over last year was
nv:n‘]y 100,000 tons, but only ten more vessels
arrived, indicating the effect of the deepened chan-
nel upon the size of vessels frequenting the port.
[t has been shown how the little port of Mon-
treal, with its spring and fall fleet of sailing ves-
sels of 400 tons, gradually grew into a port with
over five miles of wharfage and accommodating
ocean steamships of the largest size. At the lowest
water, vessels drawing 27} feet can steam up from
sea and lie at our wharves. During the spring
and summer, when the water is high, there is a
depth of 30 feet in the channel, and on December
1, 1892, the depth of water in the harbour was 28
feet 3 inches. A few more details are necessary,
however, regarding

THE HARBOUR.

Few questions have so divided public opinion
in Montreal as that of the best method of enlarging
and improving the harbour. The schemes pro-
posed may be classed under two heads :

1st. Those which proposed to afford the requisite
accommodation by a system of docks ; and 2nd,
those which provided deep-water piers and
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wharves along the river front. The matter, as

early as 1828, became the subject of an Act of

Parliament in connection with the Lachine Canal,
and under it a commission was appointed to
ascertain the value of the land required to bring
the canal, along the ralley now known as Craig
street, in rear of the town and out at Hochelaga,
below the current St Mary. The value of the
property to be acquired was found to be $65,472,
which was thought excessive at that time, but the
scheme has been revived several times since, in
connection with docks at Viger Square and a deep-
water basin at Hochelaga. This plan had much
to recommend it, and, at that early day, was fea-
sible; for the little stream which ran along the
valley had not then been covered in. Many engin-
eers of eminence favoured plans for docks in the
river shallows extending below the Victoria
Bridge ; butthe merchants objected to having the
harbour cut off from the city and the transfer of
the business of the port to the south side of the
canal. Mr. John C. Trautwine proposed, in 1858,
a plan for docks in Grifintown, north of the canal,
but recommended the citizens rather to turn their
attention to improving the present harbour.
Another proposal was to enclose the whole har-
bour front, and to construct lock-gates at Victoria
Pier. Plans for this were elaborated by Mr. T.
Trudeau, recently Deputy Minister of Railways
in conjunction with the late Mr. Sippell, super-
intendent of the canal ; but, one by one, all the
schemes for improving the harbour by means
of docks were abandoned. In the meantime the
work of deepening and building wharves along
the river front went on continually, and the
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Board of Harbour Commissioners, thus, year
by year, met the growing requirements of
commerce until, in 1875, the question was again
considered by a commission of three eminent en-
gineers, Mr. Kobert Bruce Bell of Glasgow, Major-
General Newton of the U. 8. Corps of Engineers,
and Mr. Sandford Fleming of Ottawa, who made
an exhaustive report in 1878.

At length, in 1886 and 1887, occurred two very
serious inundations of the lower levels of the city,
due to the blocking of the ice in the river channel
below. The Harbour Commission, in concert
with the City Council and with the concurrence
of the Dominion Government and of the Board of
Trade, then took up the matter anew, and a plan
elaborated by Mr. Kennedy, the engineer to the
Commission, was adopted, which combined the
extension of the harbour with the protection of
the lower parts of the city from floods. This plan
was approved by Mr. Perley, Engineer to the
Department of Public Works, and by Mr. St.
George, the City Surveyor, and is now being
carried out at the joint expense of the harbour
and the city. A sketch of the completed plan
is attached to this work.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.

It has already been observed that the Bank of
Montreal is one of the institutions of which the
citizens are especially proud. It was founded in
1817 by a company of merchants, and is the oldest
institution of the kind in Canada. An Act of
incorporation was not obtained until 1821, and,
having been reserved for consideration by the
home government of those days after the usual
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custom, it was not proclaimed as law until 1822,
The capital stock was fixed at £250,000 (nearly a
million and a quarter dollars) a sum which seems
large for a town of less than 20,000 inhabitants,
The charter was renewed from time to time as it
expired and the capital increased, until it has now

attained the sum of $12,000,000 with a rest of

$6,000,000. The Bank of Montreal is not only, as
to capital, the largest colonial bank, but it is the
largest bank in North America, the fifth largest in
the British Empire, and the cighth largest joint-
stock bank in the world.

This large capital is employed by forty bran-
ches extending over the whole of Canada ; bran-
ches are also established at London, New York
and Chicago. This system of branches, generally
adopted by the Canadian banks, facilitates the
movement of capital to those places where it
can be most profitably employed and is especially
suitable to a growing country.

The charter of the bank marked it from the first
as a Montreal institution. Foreigners or aliens
could not vote at stockholders’ meetings, and
directors could be selected only among British
subjects who had resided in the province for seven
years and in the city at least three years. The
bank therefore became identified with the {or-
tunes of the city, and its great success is an
evidence of the commercial ability of the mer-
chants who have successively administered it.
Excepting for three years, 1824 to 1827, the bank
has been steadily prosperous. Dividends were
then stopped for five years until the lost capital
was made up. That was the period of the great
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crash which broke up the country banks and
revolutionized the banking system of England.

The Bank of Montreal has long been the official
bank of the Government of Canada, and in 1892
it became the financial agent of the Canadian
Government in London in place of Glyn, Mills
& Co. and Barings.

There are many banks in Montreal whose head
offices are elsewhere, but a notice of the city
would be incomplete without mention of the
Merchants Bank, an institution (originally founded
hv the Allan family) with $6,000,000 capital and
$2,725,000 rest, with thirty branches, including
those in New York and Chicago. This bank
through exceptionally able management has at-
tained a very important position. The Molsons
Bank also, founded in 1855 by a family promi-
nent in Montreal for ninety years, is another

M

domestic institution. Its capital is $2,000,000.
with a rest of $1,150,000, and it has twenty-two
branches. Much of the stock of the other Cana-
dian banks is owned in Montreal, but the follow-
ing is a list of those only which have their head
offices and chief management here. The special
charters of all the banks are now merged in a
general Banking Act.

of

|
| Capital. lest.

Estab-
lished.

No.

Branches

Bank of Montreal . ... . 1817 | $12,000,000 | $6,000,000 | 40

Merchants Bank of Canada .| 1868 6,000,000 2,725.000 | 30
Molsons Bank ... .. .... 1855 | 2,000,000 1,150,000 | 22
Banque du l’oupl( ......... | 1835 1,200,000 180,000 ]
Jacques Cartier Bauk . .. 1862 500,000 175,000 | 15

Banque d'Hochelaga ........| 1874 710,000 200,000 7
Ville-Marie Bank .. A 500,000 y

$22,910,000 | $10,730,000
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directed to Montreal in its material aspects, but
the city has another side : it is an educational
centre, where advantages inferior to none in
America wre provided for students in all branches
of the arts and sciences. All this has grown up
in less than fifty years, and McGill University, in
its present active and vigorous life, is the especial
creation of the merchants of Montreal, endowed
by the product of their labours., It is an unde-
nominational university, to which are affiliated
four theological colleges for degrees in divinity.
The university has a faculty of Arts, a faculty of
Applied Science, a faculty of Law, and a faculty
of Medicine. The teaching staff consists of sixty-
six professors. One hundred and seventeen stu-
dents graduated during last session, and there
were last year nine hundred and ten students at-
tending lectures. The faculty of Applied Science
is unsurpassed in America, and during the past two
years has been endowed by merchants and manu-
facturers of Montreal with great liberality.

Laval University, founded originally at Quebec
by Royal Charter and under a special Papal Bull,
has now a distinct branch at Montreal. It is a
Roman Catholic institution teaching in the French
language, and has faculties of Theology, of Law,
of Medicine and of Arts. Its teaching slaff at
Montreal is very complete and large numbers of
students attend its courses of lectures,

These are the leading educational institutions,
but there are many others very important which
the limited space of this paper will not permit
mention of, and which, with those above men-

»

Thus far the attention of the reader has been Education,
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tioned attract so many students that the city has
become an important scholastic centre.

The activity of the people of Montreal during
the last fifty years has also displayed itself won-
derfully in charitable institutions. The numerous
religious orders carry on their own work on a
large scale, but the merchants and manufacturers
of the city have founded and are supporting three
hospitals, which may be regarded as the special
results of business success—the Montreal General
Hospital, the Notre Dame Hospital, and the Royal
Victoria Hospital, all three equipped with the
most approved appliances. The extensive build-
ings of the Royal Victoria Hospital are just com-
pleted and the staff is being organized. It would
transcend the scope of this paper to mention even
in the most cursory way the Hotel Dieu and the
other numerous special hospitals and asylums for
the blind, the deaf and dumb, the insane and the
aged. These for the most part are in some 7ay con-
nected with religious bodies or with Government,
but McGill University and these three hospitals
are the educational and charitable aspects of the
trade activities of the city of Montreal.

The Board of Trade building, now nearly com-
pleted, will mark the era when the city of Mon-
treal entered upon a period of progress free from
the dangers which beset the last fifty years. Two
great competing systems of railways now con-
centre here; and here are the bridges by which
they cross the St. Lawrence. In addition, three
independent railways from Boston and New York
terminate at Montreal, and the Canada Atlantic
railway to Ottawa is within reach at Cotean, with
independent connection to the south and a west-
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ern branch under progress to Georgian Bay.

These roads pour continually increasing streams

of traffic into the city ; and yet the volume of

water-borne freight hasalso increased, as shown by
the tables. The extent of the wraffic brought by
the railroads to the city, as distinct from the
through traffic, may be gathered from the number
of trains arriving and departing daily. Every
twenty four hours thirty seven passenger trains
arrive at the Bonaventure Street Station, and
forty five freight trains at Point St. Charles, in
connection with the Grand Trunk Railway and
the other roads using those stations. In the same
time there arrive upon the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way sixteen trains at Dalhousie Square, fourteen
at Windsor Street and twenty freight trains a¢
Outremont. This is a large business ; but a cur-
sory inspection of a railway map shows Montreal

to be the most important railway centre in the
Dominion. By the close of the year 1893 the

Canadian Sault Ste. Marie canal will be com-

pleted, and then from the Straits of Belle-Isle to

Port Arthur at the head of Lake Superior there

will be continuous navigation for 2,264 miles in
Canadian waters,

S.

E. DAWSON.




TH

In tl
been n
proper
of the
count o

Befor
river fr
bank w.
house,
bank a
fourteen
and goo
The inf
made it
the staty
proveme
this stat
for six
Honoura
Quesnel],
Engineer
plans of
menced |
the new

The Cc
that spec
acts passe
work wic
ed during
there wer
fined its




THE BoARrD or HARBoOUR COMMISSIONERS.

In the preceding pages continued allusion has
been made to the Harbour Board and it seems
proper to preface the tables showing the results
of the work of that commission with a short ac-
count of its origin.

Before the present stone quay was built the
river front presented a ragged appearance. The
bank was steep and, opposite the present custom
house, there was good anchorage between the
bank and the island (now the island wharf) in
fourteen feet of water. Vessels anchored close in
and goods were run out on planks to the shore.
The influence of the Committee of Trade soon
made itself felt and to its efforts may be traced
the statute of 1830 entitled. * An Act for the Im-
provement of the Harbour of Montreal ” Under
this statute three commissioners were appointed
for six years. The first Board consisted of the
Honourable George Moffatt, chairman, Jules
Quesnel, and Captain Robert S. Piper of the Royal
Engineers. The present quay was built after the
plans of *Captain Piper and the work was com-
menced in 1832. The island was connected with
the new wharf system at the same time.

The Commission was apparently appointed for
that special work alone ; but was continued by
acts passed from time to time as the scope of its
work widened. The commissioners were appoint-
ed during pleasure by the Crown and, up to 1855,
there were only three. Up to 1850 the Board con-
lined its activity to the harbour ; but in that year,
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as previously stated, it assumed the work of deep-
ening Lake St. Peter. In 1855 the president of
the Board of Trade and the mayor of the city were
ex officio added to the Commission. In 1873 the
number was increased to nine of whom five were
nominated by the Crown, one appointed by the
Board of Trade, one by the Corn Exchange, one
by the merchant shippers, and one was the Mayor
of the city. With unimportant changes the con-
stitution of the Board has so continued down to
the present time.

In the meantime the river, with its lights,
buoys, pilots, etc., was under the care of the Tri-
nity Board of Quebec. By an ordinance of the
special Council (1839-40) 2 Vic. cap. 19, the Tri-
nity Board of Montreal was constituted. The port

of Montreal was declared to extend from Portneuf

on the east to the province line of Upper Canada
on the west. Throughout all this stretch of river
the new corporation had charge of all buoys,
beacons, lighthouses, light ships, pilots, in short
complete control of navigation. In 1849, (12 Vic.
cap. 117) a new and amended act to the same
purport was substituted. This lasted until 1873

when, by 86 Vic. cap. 61, the Trinity House of

Montreal was dissolved and its duties were as-
signed to the Harbour Commissioners. The same
limits were assigned to the port of Montreal as
before and the Harbour Board has therefore com-

plete jurisdiction throughout the same extent of

navigation as that exercised by the Trinity Board ;
but the limits of the harbour were extended and,
within these limits, the Harbour Board has, by
its original constitution, an actual ownership in
trust for the public. On the west the limit com-
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SEA GOING VESSELS

Year,
No. Tonnage

1832 117 27,713

was made a port of entry.

18338 133 30,769 5 1,691,360

mences at the river St. Pierre and extends east-
wards including the beach and fore-shore as far
as Longue Pointe parish church. Above St. He-
len’s Island it extends to the middle of the river,
and eastwards along the low water mark of St.
Helen’s Island and including Isle Ronde to the
line of ten feet of water on the south shore to the
point opposite Longue Pointe church. To meet
the expenses of this trust and the interest of its
debt (about $2,000,000) the Board collects dues on
goods imported and exported, but all dues on
shipping have been abolished.

—|Value of Exports.[Value of Imports,

% 3,475,648

1834 89 20,254 800,076 2,234,544
1835 108 22,873 1,080,808 3,783,864
1836 08 22,289 1,200,192 1,845,568
1837 01 22,668 089,916 3,375,704
1838 65 14,441 872,079 2,601,168
1839 | 110 24,311 966,936 5,764,384
1840 137 31,266 1,677,124 5,036,676
1841 | 208 50,277 2WLT2 | 5,663,248

The above table excepting the first line appears in the minutes
of the Board of Trade many years ago,

record and carries the figures back to the tme when Montreal

It is printed here as a
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STATISTICS OF SHIP CHANNEL [IMPROVEMENT,

Government commences the work (straight channel)

Government suspends the work

Government abandons the work

1850.. .../ Harbour Commissioners take up the work. Depth
of channel 11 feet. They adopt the natural channel,

Depth of Channel 13 feet.

1852., i o 15 feet 2 inches.

16 feet 6 inches,

I8 feet.

20 feet.

22 feet 6 inches.

25 feet,

27feet 6 inches, Works taken over
by the Dominion Government.

TABLE SHOWING INCREASE OF WHARFAGE ACCOMMODATION,

Year. Feet,

1842... ..| Extent of wharf space 1,950

1847 . . .55 mile) 7,070

1856 8,440

17 miles) 16,737

1866 . .

20,585

1875.

-—

1F78. ... ol " 4.2 miles). 22,184

.46 miles). .

.7 miles)

2 miles).

Prop«

Year.!

1853. .

1856 .

1859. .

1864
1867
1868
1871

1872

1873

1874 . .

1875

1876

1877. .

1879

1881. .

1882,

1885

1891

| (8

.| Ste

Stea
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PROPORTION OF STEAMSHIPS TO Toran OCEAN ToNNAGE.
4 I Number of
Year.| ocean steamers
in the year.

1853 ( Genova—first ocean steamship arrived.. . .. 1

1856..| Allan Line commences with four vessels
| fortnightly. h v 16

1859 I Allan Line, weekly, with six vessels, . . : 35

1864, |

Steam Tonnage 36 per cent. of total : 5l
1867. .|
1868
1871. .
1872 . 4 5% g "
(52 Ahllumllllm reqularly plying to Great Burum
Allan Line 22 vessels.)
.| Steam Tonnage 53 per cent. of total.

| . . ‘.)I

66

67

69

74

83

)
(13 regular lines of ocean steamers,)
Steam Tonnage 91 per cent. of total.

“ R |
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MUNICIPAL STATISTICS, *

\ssessed value of

‘ear.  Population Revenue of City.
Year pulat R ) property.

1844 14,004 $ 8,360 Taxation on rent only
1851 715 160,226 Taxation on rent only
1861 00,323 168,061 ¥ 28,976,270
IR71 107,225 R48, 380 53,902,000

a 1881 155,237 1,637,413 66,483,810

1891 215,650 2,440,076 128,413,000

a. Of this increase 14,490 is due to the extension of the city
limits, The population within the old limits was 140,717, an
increase of 31 per cent,

NOTE UPON THE TRADE TABLES.

An attempt has been made in the following

tables to give a connected series of figures show-
ing the development of the trade of Montreal
ftom the year when it was made a port of entry.
This has not been an easy task, for the series of
blue books published by the Canadian govern-
ment under the title of “Trade and Navigation
Reports,” does not commence until the year 1850 ;
and after confederation, the items of imports and
exports are not given for each port in detail. Re-
course has been had in the first instance to
Mr. W. J. Patterson’s trade publications and to
the reports of the Harbour Board, but breaks in
the chain of figures have been filled up from
every source where a reasonable confidence could
be placed in the statements made.

The imports and exports are taken from the
Trade and Navigation Reports from 1850 to the
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present time.  In 1864 the government fiscal year
was made to end on June 80 instead of Dec. 31.
For the sake of clear comparison the odd half year
is not separately given, but the figures are all for
periods of twelve months. The amount in the
column for 1863 is for a year ending Dec. 31st,
and those in the columns for 1864 and all after
are for years ending June 30th. The overlapping
of the six months at the Junction does not affect
the comparison, twelve month by twelve month.

The shipping figures, inland and sea-going, are
from the Harbour Reports, and are for the calendar
year. The statistics of sea-going vessels have
been found in one place or another as far back as
1832; but the inland navigation statistics can be
had only from 1850,

The figures for breadstuffs are from Mr. Patter-
son’s pamphlets or the Board of Trade reports, an
are all reduced to terms of wheat. They are all
for the calendar year. The separate items of
butter, cheese, sugar, cattle, sheep, phosphates and
lumber, are likewise for the calendar year because
they are taken from the Board of Trade or Harbour
Returns, from the Trade and Navigation Returns
before 1864, and by special enquiry at the Cus-
toms department to fill up the gaps in the series.
In the case of teas, however, the figures from 1880
are for the fiscal year.

With these explanations it is hoped that this
continuous series of statistics may assistin giving
the reader a comprehensive survey over the whole
course of trade in Montreal.
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THE NEW BUILDING.

If the Honourable Austin Cuvillier, chairman
of the Committee which procured tha charter of
the Board of Trade in 1842, were now alive in the
flesh he would no doubt be pleased to know that
the first building erected by the Board is upon the
site he selected so long ago for his own prosperous
business and it may be remarked that. by a singu-
lar coincidence, the firm of S. Greenshields. Son
& Co., represented by the president of the Board
in 1892 carried on its successful business for
twenty-five years in the St. Peter street half of the
same block until it removed to Victoria square,
The Cuvillier business dates far back in the cen-
tury. Mr. Cuvillier, besides being an able mer-
chant, was member of the iegislature for Hunting-
don as early as 1815, and in 1842 he was Speaker
of the Assembly, Hisoffice was at the St. Nicho-
las street corner. Messrs. Greenshields’ business
was founded in 1884, and moved into the St
Peter street corner after after the great fire in St
Paul street in 1852. Upon a site occupied by its
first and its latest officer the Board should fer] af
home.

The illustration will give a better idea of
the building than any long description. The
style adopted is a modification of that known as
renaissance, of which so many examples exist
among the Florentine palaces. The material of
the basement is red granite from the Thousand
Islands and all the steps and thresholds are of the
same enduring material. The superstructure is of
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red sandstone from the Moat quarries in Cumber-
land, England. The general plan of the building
is rectangular and its dimensions are 233 feet by
110 feet. The principal, or long, facade faces on
St. Sacrament street, with an open court in the
centre 104 feet by 54 feet. On St. Nicholas street
and on the lane in the rear are projections for the
restaurant and Exchange Hall respectively.

There are three entrances on St. Sacrament
street, the principal one for the use of members is
placed in the centre of the court and opens directly
into a corridor 233 feet long by 12 feet wide, run-
ning the entire length of the building and afford-
ing entranées from the side streets; the corridors
from the two other entrances on St. Sacrament
street connect with this main corridor, and at the
intersections are placed the elevators and stair-
cases.

The Exchange Hall is entered from the princi-
pal corridor, it is 50 feet by 80 feet ; and 28 feet 4
inches high, taking up two stories in height. The
light for this room is obtained through eight large
windows in the rear wall and by six windows in
the visitors’ gallery (which is placed over the main
corridor and is the whole length of the hall) and
by windows over the two entrances from the lane
in rear. The ceiling of the hall and all the floors
above are carried on four rivetted steel girders at
each floor level ; each capable of bearing a load of
75 tons.

To the left of the hall, and raised above it by a
few steps, is the reading room, 38 by 38 feet. The
opening between this room and the hall is 18 feet
in width; thus members using this room may
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overlook anything that may be going on ‘op
change.”

On the opposite side. in the St. Peter street wing,
is the secretary’s office 22 by 380 feet, provided
with a spacions vault and divided from the main
corridor by 4 passage leading to the committee
room and council room 15 by 30 and 22 by 38 feet
in size, respectively,

The building is thus generously equipped for
the main object of its erection and the remainder
of the space is apportioned into 106 offices, various
in size, to be rented singly or en suile. Nothing
has been omitted to render these comfortable and
convenient.  Every office has a vault and wash-
basin with hot and cold water. On all of the five
upper floors are chuses communicating with the
general post office box on the ground floor. Op
the basement floor are three large stores tor
lease.

The restaurant is on the basement and ground
floors—extending through the two floors. Its size
is 58 by 37 feet and the café and smoking room is
33 by 30 feet. Close to these is a barber’s shop
provided with bath rooms. The engine room,
heating apparatus, cellars, kitchen and laundry
are also in the basement.

As a precaution against fire the building is
separated into three portions by fire walls run-
ning through the roof, all openings being pro-
vided with fireproof doors. It is to be heated by
steam and lighted by electricity. Everything is
provided to make the building complete withi
itself.
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LAYING THE CORNER STONE.

The following is an extract from the Montreal
Star of May 19th, 1892, giving an account of the
ceremony. It was on the 18th of May, two hun-
dred and fifty years before, that Maisonneuve with
his own hand felled the first tree cut down by
white men upon the Island of Montreal and thus
commenced the palisade to protect his encamp-
ment.

Commercial Montreal was centred at noon to-day around
the site of the new Board of Trade building. The occasion was
a memorable one in the history ot the Montreal Board of Trade,
for it was the laying of the foundation stone of the magnificent
new building which the Board of Trade is erecting. Therefore,
great interest was taken in the ceremonv, not only by the
members of the Board of Trade and the commercial community,
but by the citizens generally. There was a large concourse of
spectators to witness the ceremony, for not only were the streets
packed, but the windows of the various business houses looking
upon the new building were crowded with sightseers, and pro-
minent were a large number of ladies. The president, Mr. E.
B. Greenshields, and the officers of the Board of Trade had
assembled in the Board rooms to welcome the guests. Sir
Donald A. Smith, M.P., came down from Ottawa, in response
to the invitation of the Board of Trade to lay the corner stone.
Mr. J.J. Curran, Q.C., M.P., the Hon. Senator Murphy, and Mayor
McShane, representing the city were also present. At 11.30 the
party proceeded to the new building, where a platform had
been erected. Among those present were: Mr. E. B, Green-
shields, president; Messrs. Robert Archer, H. F. Bellew, R.
Bickerdike, J. H. Birss, Charles R. Black, John J. Browne
Henry Bulmer, James Cantlie, John L. Caverhill, George
Chilas, C. J. Chisholm, J. P. Cleghorn, James Coristine, M.
Nolan DeLisle, Frank Duckett, R. M. Esdaile, C. P. Esdaile,
8. H. Ewing, John Fairbairn, A. F. Gault, R. L. Gault, J. A.
Gordon, Charles H. Gould, O. M. Gould, E. K. Greene, Jacques
Grenier, M. Hannan, James Harper, R. Harvie, Charles P.
Hébert, F. W. Henshaw, George Hodge, J. E. Hunsicker, Edgar
Judge, John Kerry, G. M. Kinghorn, R. 8. Kinghorn, J. M.
Kirk,William Little, Henry Lyman, C. Mariotti, Henry Mason,
Alexander Mitchell, L. E. Morin, W. C. Munderloh, A. G.
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McBean, Owen McGarvey, John B, McLea, D. A. McPherson,
Archibald Nicholl, William Nivin, W, W. Ogilvie, Henry B.
Picken, John Pinder, John Popham, Alphonse Racine, H, W.
Raphael, D J. Rees, R. Reford, James E. Rendell, Alexander
Robertson, J. C. Rose, J. T. Scanlan, Francis H. Simms, James
Slessor, G. F. (. Smith, M. B, Smith, W, B. Smith, William
Stewart, S, St. Onge, John Taylor, J. A.Vaillancourt, E. J. Wade,
George Wait, Alderman Wilson, Richard White, W. R. Won-
ham, and many others. The big red granite corner-stone was
on the side facing St, Sacrament. Cut in the stone was the
inscription.
“ ANNO DOMINI MDOUCXCIL”

The proceedings were opened by the President of the Board
of Trade, Mr. E. B, Greenshields, who addressed the meeting as
follows :—*“ Members of the Montreal Board of Trade and gen-
tlemen: It is only right and proper that the corner-stone of the
Montreal Board of Trade building should be laid this year, this
being the fiftieth anniversary of the incorporation of the Board.
The proper recognition of this important event is deferred till
next year, when we will bein our new building, and when by a
banquet or in some other way we can celebrate the opening of
the building. The Board of Trade had its origin in 1822 in a
small body of gentlemen who called themselves the Committee of
Trade. Well it was for this city that such a committee was estab-
lished at that early date. During the years that have passed
since then, years that have witnessed many changes, the build.
ing of railroads and bridges, telegraphy, the building of canals,
and the deepening of the st. Lawrence River, the Board of Trade
always did its best to help the merchants and forward the com-
mercial interests of the city, thus making Montreal the commer-
cial metropolis of Canada. I hope that Montreal’s merchants
will always try to keep this city in the proud position she now
occupies, but to do this the hearty co-operation of the city’s
merchants is necessary. The membership of the Board of Trade
i8 at present 1,300, but it should be 5,000, and there is nothing
to prevent there being 10,060 members of the Board of Trade-
It would soon reach this figure if all were united in the single
desire for the welfare of the city of Montreal. When we look
over the names of former presidents we see how generously the
busiest men gave their time for the interests of the city. I say
all honour to these men and the members of the conncils who
have done their duty so well. There is one name, however, that
is not on the list, the name of one who has always been willing

o do everything possible for Montreal, I refer to the gentleman




100

who has come to lay the corner-stone for us, Sir Douald A.
Smith. I hope, gentlemen, to see Sir Donald A.Smith president
of the Montreal Board of Trade soon, and I know that every
member will rejoice on the day he accepts that position. To
carry to a successful conclusion the project of a new building,
to look for ground, go over plans and raise means for its con-
struction, a man must have a great deal of leisure. Every
capacity must be devoted to it, it must be made that man’s
sole object, and practically for the time being he must live for
it. That was the case with your late president, Mr. Robert
Archer. As a member of the Council and an officer of the
Board of Trade for twelve years, he has lived to see this day. It
is largely owingto his exertions that we are to-day laying this
corner-stone. And in laying this stone our prayer is that the
future members of the Montreal Board of Trade who occupy
this building will be able, energetic and honourable business
men, who will hand down from father to son the fair name of
the City of Montreal, spotless and pure. Gentlemen, I have
great pleasure in asking Sir Donald A. Smith to lay the corner
stone of the Montreal Board of Trade.”

Mr. Greenshields’ remarks were greeted with loud applause.

Sir Donald A. Smith then stepped forward to what he evident-
ly felt was a pleasing duty. The tackle was already rigged to
the stone, and at the sound of the foreman’s whistle the huge
steam crane lifted the big piece of masonry iu the air. The
workmen spread the mortar underneath and all was ready for
the final ceremony. With a silver trowel, made for the occasion,
Sir Donald touched the mortar. Again the whistle sounded and
the stone slowly descended into its position, there to remain till
time or the hand of man destroy the building. Striking the
stone with a mason’s hammer, Sir Donald said distinctly : “1
pronounce this corner stone of the new building of the Montreal
Board of Trade well and traly laid.”

A cheer went up from the crowd, and then Sir Donald went
back to the platform, from which he addressed the spectators.
He said that in laying the corner stone of a Board of Trade
building it was fitting that it should be done in the practical man-
ner that they had witnessed. The Board of Trade had very
wisely determined that no display should take place until they
had completed the new building, when they whould prabably
ask the city and the members of the Board of Trade to join in
a demonstration. The city of Montreal had been a great factor
in the commerce of Canada. “In the City of Chicago,” con-




101

tinued Sir Donald, “an’old associate told me that when he first
went there, just eleven huts were built on the 8pace where the
city now stands. We know our natural facilities are equal to
any to be found in any part of the country. We know what
has been done by the energetic and faithful patriots, whose
names were given as being previously connected with the
Board of Trade. Looking to what Montreal wag fifty years ago,
and my personal recollections go back to 1838, the Post Office
then was merely a one-story building, such as is commonly
met with in g country village, where the whole mail
comprises one bag. I know an old lady who remembers when
Montreal was little better than a village, and when everyone
knew each other’s business. We are not 80 to-day. The
merchants of Montreal do honour to the mercantile life of the
country. One proof of M ontreal’s progress is in this magnifi-
cent new building, the corner stone of which we are laying
to-day. There are illimitable possibilities for the progress of
Montreal in the next twenty-five years. It is now only seven
years since I held the proud position cf driving the last spike
in the great road which conpletely crosses the continent of
America. It is a singular honour and privilege to be asked
to-day by the Board of Trade to lay this corner stone. I shall
look upon it as one of the great events of my life

I am always very glad to further the interests of the Board
of Trade. In those communications between the Board of
Trade and the Government, and especially in the matter relat-
ing to the Lake St. Peter debt, Mr. J. J. Curran has alwaye
been active in forwarding the Board’s interests. We have come
down here together, I to work with my hands as a labourer, and
Mr. Curran to give you a speech. In conulusion,Isin('eroly
trust that God’s protection will be with this building and I can
only wish for all prosperity and success to the Board of Trade
and to the merchants of Montreal.”

After Sir Donald A. Smith had concluded, Mayor McShane
addressed a few words to the meeting, Representing Montreal,
he hoped the laying of this corner-stone would be the founda-
tion for success to the men who had been its authors, the mem-
bers of the Montreal Board of Trade. They were the factors in
the city’s prosperity. He wished the Board of Trade every suc-
cess possible.

Mr.J.J. Curran, Q.C., M.P., was then introduced by the
President. He said that he noticed in looking around at the
assemblage that they were not all of the mercantile community,
There were the merchant princes present, but there were also
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the sons of toil, united in a common cause. Montreal was the
commercial metropolis of Canada and while he would not dis-
pute the right of others to have dreams of carrying the trade
past our doors, that time would never come. The merchants of
Montreal were not mere money-makers, however. They looked
back with pride to the deeds of those noble men who first laid
the foundations of this great city. Over the statue of Maison-
neuve which was being erected in this city, they extended the
right hand of fellowship to their French Canadian brethren.

Mr. Jacques Grenier also delivered ashort address, expressing
his pleasure at being present and wishing prosperity to the
Board of Trade of Montreal.

Votes of thanks were passed to the speakers, and three hearty
cheers were given for the Queen. The silver trowel which Sir
Donald A. Smith had used was presented to him, and Sir
Donald in a few suitable words thanked the Board of Trade.
The trowel is of silver, with a cut of the Board of Trade build-
ing engraved on it. On the handle are the beaver and maple
leaf in silver, appropriately enough, the seal of Sir D. A. Smith,
In the corner-stone, in a tin box, were placed the newspapers of
the day, current coin of the realm, reports of the Board of Trade

meeting and the photographs of the Building Committee.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE MiINUTES oF Firpy YEARs.

The records of the Board of Trade have been
carefully preserved and in them the commercial
fortunes of the city are reflected. The very lists
of members present are interesting ; for they con-
tain the names of the men who made the history
which is narrated in another part of this volume.
To make large extracts from these records would
be to repeat much that has been said elsewhere,
but a few notes may be of interest. The first place
of meeting was in what was then the * News e Newy
Room and Exchange,” a building which was torn " b
down in 1891 to make room for the extension of
the parish church of Notre Dame. It was built in
1809 for a Methodist church on the street known
then as St. Joseph street, (sometimes Little St
Joseph street) now as St. Sulpice street; and, in
1821, when the congregation moved into their
new church on thesite of the present St. Lawrence
Hall, it was occupied by the Montreal Library
(which moved away in 1837), and by the “ Mer-
chants News Room” where a large number of
newspapers and periodicals were provided for the
use of subscribers. This institution merged into
the Mercantile Library Association which has also
passed away. The first annual report of the
Council was in 1843. The government had becn
increasing the tolls on the Ottawa and Rideau
canals, at that time the chief avenues of trade with
Upper Canada, and the Council succeeded in get-
ting them lowered, though not quite to the pre-
vious level. The construction of a canal 1o con-
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nect Lake St. Louis with Lake St. Francis (Beau-
harnois canal) was urged, and the home govern-
ment was memorialized about certain duties on
colonial products and about other tariff matters in-
Jjurious to the colonial trade. The bankrupt and
collection laws also were the subject of much
attention, and here to avoid repetition it may be
said, once for all, that these laws were perennial
subjects of discussion and petition; for there is
scarcely a year in all the fifty years when they
do not come up. The legislature was always
nibbling at them and there were periods of
exacerbation when sweeping measures were
brought up which the Board used to combat
with more or less vehemence. The peculiar
note of this year was, however, a memorial
against continuing the custom house at Cotean
du Lac where produce from the sister province of
Upper Canada for shipment at Montreal was de-
layed for entry, and fees were exacted to facilitate
quick despatch across the frontier of Lower Can-
ada ; a state of things difficult to realize now. In
the following year (1844) the Council took up the
question of postage. The post office at that time,
(as well as the customs) was managed from Lon-
don, and letters were taxed in proportion to the
number of inclosures they were supposed to con-
tain ; the Council naturally petitioned to have a
uniform rate by weight. Seigniorial dues came
up for discussion and abuses in claims made
on goods damaged at sea. There were also un-
necessary obstructions by the customsin the case
of transhipment of goods for Western Canada
which were intended to be re-warehoused there.
At that time goods from western New York found
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an outlet down the St. Lawrence to Laprairie and
thence by rail to St. John's and up Lake Cham-
plain to Whitehall. The commercial prospects of
Laprairie were bright in those days and this transit
trade received some attention A strong effort
was also made to avoid the compulsory inspection
of lumber, and it succeeded so far that Montreal
was exempted from the operation of the Act. The
year 1845 seems to have been one of those happy
periods which have no annals, The merchants
were too busy to discuss general principles and
were too prosperous to grudge little post office
and custom house exactions. The next year 1846
tells a different story ; the free trade cloud was
spreading over the sky and overshadowing all
the fature. The Council recognized the true
state of affairs. It deprecated any counter agita-
tion as useless, but it petitioned that duties on
breadstuffs should be wholly repealed and that
everything which was admitted free into the
United Kingdom should be free also into Canada.
It urged also the repeal of the duty of three shil-
lings a quarter on United States wheat and on all
raw materials for manufacture. There was evi-
dently a hope that the exports of the whole St.
Lawrence basin would flow down the river. The
Council exhorted the merchants to prepare for the
inevitable change by pressing on the completion
of the canals and lowering the rates of transporta-
tion. An unsuccessful effort was made to get the
rate of postage on letters down to three pence per
half ounce. The same general line was pur-
sued in 1847 and the Council also moved for the
repeal of the differential duties in the colonies in

favour of British goods and for the repeal of the
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navigation laws which prevented foreign ships
coming to Montreal for corn. The Council warned
the merchants that the crisis had only begun,
that remonstrance was useless, and that deepen-
ing Lake St. Peter, lowering of tolls and extension
of the bonding system were the only means open
of readjusting business to the new conditions.
The merchants began to meet “on change” and
the commencement of a statistical library was
made, the telegraph system was founded, and a
movement was made to pay duties in currency.
There was plenty of work for the Council of 1848.
[t persisted steadily in the lines indicated in the
two previous years. The inspection of butter was
inaugurated and the inspection of flour regulated
anew. There were more memorials to the Eng-
lish post office ; for the United States authorities
had stopped the private express which used to take
letters for the steamers sailing from Boston and
the merchants unsuccessfully urged an extra ser-
vice to Halifax. Between the government at
Washington and the government at Downing
street the merchants had occupation enough but
the Governor-General granted them the free use of
the hall of the custom house for their meetings
“ on change.” The following year (1849) the same
questions came up again. A public meeting was
held to protest against the navigation laws. The
question of a canal to connect the St. Lawrence
with Lake Champlain was first broached and the
advice of the Councils of previous years was dis-
regarded ; for a petition was forwarded to the
home government setting forth the injury to the
empire caused by the adoption of a policy of free
trade.
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In 1850 the subjects of deliberation by the Coun-
cil, and by the Board at its general meetings begin
to change. A project for a canal to connect the St
Lawrence with Lake Champlain is approved ; but
the merchants want to know where the terminus
is to be. The Council urges that the lake channels
should be lighted and the pilotage service hetter
performed. The insurance companies are ¢ver-
charging on the St. Lawrence route and the post
office is delaying the outward mails for Europe ;
so the Deputy Postmaster-Geeneral will write to
the Postmaster General in London and inquire
what is the matter with the arrangements in New
York. Then the Council successfully urges the
government to publish more complete statistics
of trade. The duties on raw sugars also engage
attention and a successful effort is made to modify
them. Brokers' commissions are discussed and other
charges of a similar nature regulated, the deepen-
ing of the channel is urged on and the navigation
act is at last relaxed : but, better than all, Mr.
Andrews, the U. S. Consul at St. John, N.B. has
come to collect materials for his admirable report
on the trade of the great lakes which will eventu-
ally lead up to a reciprocity treaty. Negotia-
tions are going on upon this question and will
drag along for four years longer. The imperial
Copyright Act receives attention also; for the im-
perial customs officers are still active in Canada
and irresponsible to the Canadian authorities.
The Council for 1850 had a good many different
things to attend to and attended to them well.
One note of discouragement should be recorded :
the merchants cease to meet on change “ for trade
is languid and an outbreak of cholera is feared.”




108

One more sign of longing, (and it is the last)
for “ old times” appears ; a memorial is diawn
up to state the opinion of the Board that free trade
has been injurious to British and colonial com-
merce and the hope that some small preferential
duty may be conceded.

It has been shown elsewhere that just here is
the turning point in the commercial history of the
city. The merchants will no longer have to ask
the Deputy Postmaster-General to write to London
to see what is the matter with the shipment of
our mails at New York ; for in 1851 the Honorable
James Morris the first Canadian Postmaster-Gren-
eral assumed charge of Her Majesty’s mails in
Canada with a seat in the cabinet. Those inacces-
sible persons the Commissioners of Customs in
London cease moreover, their well meant efforts
to regulate our commerce and disappear from
henceforth from our annals. The minutes there-
fore of the Board of Trade are cleared of two dis-
turbing elements. The subject which occupied
the attention of the Council this year was chiefly
the improvement of inland navigation. A definite
step was taken to establish an ocean steamship
line by making application for a subsidy. The
inspection of ashes, flour, meal, beef and pork, and
abuses in claims on goods damaged by salt water
were also subjects of discussion and regulation.
The Champlain canal was again considered and
the Council were strangely disturbed about a rail-
way bridge across Lake Champlain at Rouse’s
Point. This they supposed would obstruct navi-
gation on the river Richelien and the lake, and,
solittle did they realize the approach of the rail-
way age that they petitioned the Governor-Gener-
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al to take some action in the matter, presumably
to make some representation to the United States
authorities. The Board gave a public dinner this
year to the Honourable Joseph Howe who had
been to Toronto to stir up the Government ahout
the railway to Halifax. During the year 1851 the
meetings of the Board were held monthly ; but
the following year (1852) quarterly meetings were
decided upon. The minutes of 1852 are not as
voluminous as in other years but are remarkable
fora special meeting of the whole "oard, called on
February 17th to discuss the commercial policy of
Montreal. This meeting was adjourned, as the
subject was too important to be exhausted at one
sitting.  The first motion was in favour of differ-
ential duties against the United States so as to
prevent Canada from being made a *“sacrifice
market,” —this found no favour. The second was in
reality what is now knmown as commercial
union.” It was a proposition to form a zollverein
with the United States—to abolish all custom
houses on the frontier, to adopt the United States
tariff and to arrange for some settled proportion of
the total customs’ daes. After a long debate this
resolution was lost. Then the Honourable Thomas
Ryan made a motion which was carried ; this
motion marks the course along which the city has
advanced ever since. It was practically on the
lines laid down by the Council of 1847, and, in
substance, maintained that the true policy was :
Ist, to improve our internal communications in
every way; 2nd, to establish lines of ocean steam-
ships; 3rd, to inaugurate a policy of protection to
home manufactures. A police force for the
wharves was established this year in compliance
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with representations of the Board. The mer-
chants of Newfoundland opened up a correspond-
ence upon some questions of tariff duties, but the
Council replied that there was a statute of reci-
procity with other colonies and that Newfoundland
might at any time take advantage of it. In the
following year (1853) delegates from the Boards of
Trade of Toronto, Kingston, Montreal and Quebec
met at the last named city on September 1st to
discuss the commercial interests of the country.
They resolved that it was time to abandon “the
chimera of reciprocity with the United States so
long vainly pursued” and to adopt a ** national
policy ” aiming at protection to native industries
and differential duties in favour of the St. Lawrence
route. Thus the expression ‘‘a national policy ”
made its first formal appearance in Canada. This
year also is noted for a careful consideration of the
Champlain canal scheme. It had always been a
favourite project of the Honourable John Young
and now it came to an issue. He wished to commit
the Board to approve of the project in a general
way, without stating where the St. Lawrence ter-
minus was to be. This the Board would not do,
for the determination of Mr. Young to fix it at
Caughnawaga was well known. The matter was
referred to a committee and the resolution it
drafted was adopted ; to the effect that the Board
approved of the project of a canal to connect with
Lake Champlain, provided that its terminus on
the St. Lawrence was at a point where ocean ship-
ping and inland vessels could meet. This resolu-
tion practically disposed of the matter although it
occasionally comes up in later years. The minutes
of the year 1854 are chiefly concerned with the
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harbour. A new Harbour Commissioners’ Act had
been passed the year before and it was coming
into effect. A proposed Bankrupt Act was disap-
proved of, and Parliament was memorialized on the
questions of deepening Lake St. Peter, the recipro-
city treaty, the tariff bankruptcy, improvements
of the canal, navigation of the Ottawa, lighting
the straits of Belle Isle and harbours of refuge be-
low Quebec. This year the Board moved into a
new and more commodious room.

It is very evident from the minutes that busi-
ness was much more vatisfactory during the rest
of thedecade. There are no great questions for
debate. The usual subjects are in the lines
already laid down : the harbour, the bankrupt
laws, the usury laws, the ship canal etc. In 1855
a project for a canal to connect Georgian Bay with
the Ottawa River was brought forward. This
project was before the Board for several successive
years and, like the Lake Champlain canal, would
every little while come up. In this year the
French government sent out Captain de Belveze
in the frigate La Capricieuse to report upon the
trade and resources of Canada. He came up to
Montreal and the Board entertained him at a pub-
lic dinner. In 1856 there is nothing to detain the
attention and the same may be said of the minutes
of 1857, except that the Council point out to the
Postmaster-General that the postage of a letter
from Canada to the United States is greater than
the sum of the separate United States and Canada
postages added together. In 1858 the Council
succeeded in killing an objectionable bankrupt
law, and was able to announce that the usury
laws had been at last repealed. In 1859 the Board
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succeeded in having the ad valorem principle
adopted by the government for the whole tariff
The influence of the Board upon the government
at this time is very apparent in commercial ques-
tions. The minutes of 1860 contain nothing of
special interest. Equally bare are the minutes of
1861 : it is very evident that prosperous times are
not the periods for making history. In 1862 the
perennial bankruptcy act comes up again aud Mr.
Abbott’s act is approved of; the pilots of the river
are giving trouble and a need for fuller returns of
the trade of the city is expressed. This year is,
however, notable for the organization of the Corn
Exchange Association. The minutes of 1863 be-
sides minor questions contain a notice of the
creation of the office of Port Warden and the ap-
pointment of Capt. Grange to that position. The
Council move to abolish the law compelling
foreign vessels to report at Quebec and obtain a
license before proceeding to Montreal. In this
year delegates were received from Illinois and
Wisconsin cencerning the Ottawa and Georgian
Bay ship canal, and Mr. Shanly’s report on this
project was printed with the Annual Report.

In the year 1864 the abolition of the reciprocity
treaty began to be discussed at Washington and
the Board sent out circulars to the Boards of Trade
of the great cities of the United States with statis-
tics showing that both countries had been bene-
fitted by the great increase in the volume of trade
which had grown up under the treaty. The ques-
tion of a city site for the passenger station of the
Grand Trunk Railway had long been in debate.
It was fixed this year at Bonaventure street. The
first of Mr. Patterson’s valuable series of reports
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on the trade of Montreal was published in 1864,
and the minutes record the satisfaction of the
Board therewith. In the following year (1865) a
great commercial convention was held at Detroit
to consider the advisability of negotiating another
reciprocity treaty. The convention was held
July 11th to 14th, and delegates were sent from the
Montreal Board as also from the Boards of Trade of
the other cities of Canada. The Canadian delega-
tion was a very able one, and the Honourable
Joseph Howe delivered an address so eloquent and
powerful that it turned the tide of feeling. The
Canadians abstained from voting on the question
though they took part in the debate. The result
was that the convention passed an unanimous
vote that it wasadvisable to open negotiations for
a new treaty. In this year the Ottawa and
Georgian Bay canal project was shelved ; for the
Board decided that the time had not arrived when
it could be made a commercial success. On the
24th of December the Merchants Exchange build-
ing, in which were the rooms of the Board, were
burned and the library was destroyed. The Board
held its meetings afterwards in the hall of the
Corn Exchange building. The only meeting
worthy of special remark in 1866 is that at which
the Champlain canal project was finally disposed
of. The subject was brought forward again by
the Honourable John Young and urged with his
usual vigour, but he failed to convince his hearers,
and Sir Hugh Allan moved a resolution, which
was carried, that every effort should be exerted to
improve the existing canals by enlarging, making
them uniform in capacity, and deepening them.

The Board was much occupied with tariff ques-
H
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tions this year and deprecated sudden changes of
duties as injurious to trade. There is nothing of
special note in the minutes of 1867 and 1868, ex-
cepting that in the latter year the Council peti-
tioned the government toamalgamate the Trinity
Board of Montreal and the Harbour Commissioners’
Board in order to form a united body as “conser-
vators of the river St. Lawrence” from Portneuf
to the harbour of Montreal. The question of dis-
criminating rates of freight by railway in winter
in favour of western cities came up for the first
time. In the following years 1869 and 1870
nothing out of the usnal routine of subjects was
under discussion. In the latter year the Insolvent
Act of 1869 came into operation. The Council had
oiven much attention to this Act as it passed the
House of Commons and had approved of it ; so
that for a little while the bankruptcy question
disappears from the records.

There is very little in the minutes of 1871, 1872
and 1873 to call for remark. The railway ques-
tion came up very frequently in connection with
the discrimination in favour of western cities and
against Montreal. In 1874 a project for a railway
from Parry Sound to Ottawa was brought before
the Board and met with favour. The draft of a re-
ciprocity treaty under consideration at Washing-
ton was also discussed. The railway question
came up again in 1875 and 1876. 1n the latter
year a project for a new bridge—the Royal Albert
bridge—to cross the river below the harbour by Ile
Ronde and St. Helen's Island, was brought before
the Board. While it was admitted that the Vic-
toria bridge was insufficient, the plan submitted
was shown to be injurious to the harbour, and the
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Board decided, after full consideration, to oppose
the granting of a charter.

The minutes of 1877, 1878, 1879, do not call for