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THE MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE.

INTRODUCTION.

It seems appropriate in presenting the fiftieth 
annual report of the Montreal Board of Trade, that 
the Council should make some departure from the 
isual routine in order to take a glance over the 

past history of the city and a comprehensive view 
of its present position. This task is indeed in it
self most interesting, for Montreal is at 
new and so old—its history recalls memories of so 
many distinguished men, not in commerce only 
but in politics and in religion—it recalls 
remarkable events in the annals of

a Ionce so

so many 
our country,

that it is difficult to compress the narrative with
in the limits of the space allotted. The Council, 
in carrying out this design, has prefaced its usual’ 
annual report with some short sketches of the 
commercial life and history of Montreal and illus
trated them with a few explanatory maps and 
plates.

The Montreal Board ot Trade is the outgrowth Committee 
of an earlier institution—the Committee of Trade °‘ rade’1822 
—which was organized in 1822. Work on the 
Lachine Canal had been commenced only the year1 
before. The first sod was tamed by the H 
able John Kichardson on July 17th, 1821, and the 

able and public-spirited merchant presided 
on April 11th, 1822, at the preliminary meeting 
which gave birth to the Committee of Trade.
His is a bright name in the annals of the city. The

is
I

onour-

same
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Richardson wing of the General Hospital com
memorates his civic virtues. At that time the 
population of the city was 18,767. Three years 
later, in 1825, the work of the Committee began to 
show, for a strong effort was made to induce the 
Government to deepen the channel in Lake St. 
Peter so that “vessels of 250 tons burthen (!) 
“ might reach Montreal fully laden during the 
“ whole season.”

The records of the Committee of Trade have, to 
a great extent, been preserved and the following 
is the first entry :—

in
E

i in
cc
ar
Ci
cr
in
w
T1
tit
m
of

Montreal, 11th April, 1822. po
■

tilAt a meeting of merchants anil others interested in the com
merce of the city, held this day at the Exchange in St. Joseph 
street, to take into consideration the propriety and the means of 
establishing a Committee of Trade,

The Honourable John Richardson having been called to the 
chair, the following resolutions were first read and afterwards 
separately proposed and carried :

Resolved, That the ruinous consequences now apprehended 
from the growing embarrassments of Canadian commerce can 
no longer be averted or even delayed by the solitary exertions 
of individuals or by the occasional hasty and inadequate delib
erations of public meetings, and that the present alarming 
crisis demands the establishment of a standing Committee of 
Merchants, to be authorized by their constituents to watch over 
the general interests of the trade of the country.

Remind, That to conciliate public favour and confidence, and 
to obtain such a combination of experience, energy and per
severance as existing circumstances require, the said Committee 
shall be established on liberal principles and be annually elected 
by ballot by such resident mendiants of this city as shall con
tribute annually to the funds of the proposed institution the 
sum of three guineas, the first payment to be made at the time 
of subscription.

by

po
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It was not Canadian commerce only which was 
embarrassed at that time, for the return of peace

tioiPeacelof 1815.
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in 181 i> ami the resumption of specie payments in 
England in 1819 necessarily caused re-adjustments 
in all branches of trade. There were, however .p"n<ji,ion8 of 
conditions peculiar to Canada which affected trade, ' ” " 
arising out of the separation of Upper from Lower 
Canada. The 
customs duties which

com
ic the 
years 
fan to 
3 the 
:e St. 
in (!) 

? the

Cimuda.

revenue was raised chiefly from 
imposed, partly by 

imperial and partly by provincial statutes, and 
collected by officers of the imperial customs. 

1 he present generation can hardly imagine the fric
tion incessantly arising in consequence of the well 
intentioned but sometimes injudicious measures 
of the home authorities. Upper Canada had 
port and the revenue was apportioned between 
the two provinces under conventions carried 
by a board of commissioners. In 1839 the pro
portion was fixed at two-fifths for Upper Canada 
and three-fifths for Lower Canada.

were

were
ve, to 
wing

no1822.

b com- 
Joseph 
Bans of

out

to the 
rwartls

This was a
fruitful source of trouble, for Upper Canada 
in debt and urged the increase of duties while the 
revenue of Lower Canada was overflowing. Then 
the collectors of customs acted under orders from 
London and

was
tended 
ce can 
Brtions 
i delib- 
irming 
ttee of 
:h over

)

independent of any local author
ity. At the time the Committee of Trade was or
ganized, political feeling ran very high. The mer- 
< hauts favoured a union of the provinces which 
seemed to them the only means of putting an end 
to most of the existing evils ; but that was 
a ehemently opposed by the majority of the people 
of Lower Canada. The alarming crisis referred to 
was probably the dead-lock in the legislature 
which resulted in

were

se, and 
d per
mittee 
elected 
11 con- 
an the 
le time

a stoppage of the supplies by 
the lower chamber and much unreasonable agita
tion very detrimental to trade. Incessant appeal, 
were being made to the home government by both

t was 
peace
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parties in politics, neither of which were chiefly 
interested about commercial questions. The need 
of a Committee of Trade at that special time seems 
therefore very apparent. After careful debate and 
adoption of the resolutions, a committee of organi
zation was appointed consisting of Horatio Gates, 
George Auldjo, George Moffatt, John Hemming, 
Henry McKenzie, Campbell Sweeney and W. M. 
Porter ; Mr. George Moffatt was elected chairman 
and the rules as reported were adopted at a public 
meeting held at the Exchange on April 20th, 1822.

The following summary is extracted from the 
Board of Trade edition of the Globe published in 
June, 1889.

of t
forih fiftj

Hoi 
Geo 
Her 
Geo 
Can 
D. I 
Join 
W. I 
•Join 
Pete 
Johr 
Fra. 
John 
Jas.

il'

I

1

i

Jose |The rules provided that every merchant in Montreal sub
scribing three guineas should be entitled to vote in electing the 
Committee of Trade and eligible as a member of that com
mittee, provided that no co-partners in trade should serve on 
the committee at the same time. The number of members of 
the committee was fixed at thirteen. The annual election 
fixed for Friday—the first Friday in June, any member being 
absent from the Province for six months or neglectful of his 
duties for three, to forfeit his seat, the place to be filled until 
next election, by vote of a special meeting of the subscribers. 
The committee had power to elect its own chairman and three 
of the members were to form a quorum, meetings to be held 
every second Friday at 1 o’clock. The records were to lie open 
to members of the committee at all reasonable hours and to 
subscribers on committee days. The rules also authorized and 
required the committee to make to His Majesty’s Government, to 
the legislature of the United Kingdom and others in authority, 
such representations on trade subjects as might be deemed ad
visable, to consider matters brought up by subscribers and take 
such action as might be decided, to aid subscribers in such 
measures and to such extent as might be deemed advisable in 
the defence of such suits as involved questions affecting the 
general trade of the country, to decide disputes between sub
scribers, to put down illicit trade, and “ to inquire under wliat 
authority are levied the fees now exacted by the several officers

Rules of the 
Committee of 
Trade.
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lielly 
need 
eems 
and 

jani- 
ates, 
ling, 
r. M. 
man 
iblic 
L822. 
i the 
d in

of the Customs in this district, and to report thereon for the in- 
formation of the mercantile body.” The first subscribers were 
titty-four in number, as follows

Horatio Gates, 
George Auldjo,

John Spragg, C. Dalrymple,
„ Jas. Duncan Gibb, S. Gerrard,
Henry McKenzie, Peter Mackintosh,
George Moffatt,

The First 
Subscribers.

F« W. Ermatinger, 
John Torrance, D. David,

Campbell Sweeney, William Smith, John Porteous,
D Robertson, Thomas Torrance, Thos. Blackwood,
John Forsyth, Cl,as. L. Ogden, J. Masson.
W M-Porter, Norman Bethune, Jas. Young,
;,°.m I.rr0'V.'1; R Harw°od, Michael Scott,
Peter McGill, Peter Freeland, Turton Penn,
John Gray, Abner Bagg, J. Leslie,
1rs. Ant. Larocque, John Mackenzie, William Peddie,
John Fleming, Joseph Donegany, James Millar,
Jas. Cuthbertson, Thos. Delvecchio, John T. Sims
Joseph Chapman, Jacob Dewitt, Adam L. Macnider, 
Abijah Bigelow, Charles Brooke, Wm. T. Holt
T- Bouthillier, George Proctor, David Handyside,
William Spragg. William Frears. Robert Nesbitt.

sub- 
lg the 
com- 
ve on 
irs of 
a was 
being 
of his 
until 

ibers. 
three 
held 
open 

id to 
1 and 
int, to 
ority, 
d ad- 
take 
such 

lie in 
; the 
i sub- 
wliat 
licers

Thu iollowing thirteen gentlemen were elected The Pint 
as the first Committee of Trade committee.

Horatio Gates,
George Auldjo,
George Moffatt,
Henry McKenzie,
Campbell Sweeney,
John Forsyth,

Peter McGill,
F. A. Larocque, 
John Fleming, 
Samuel Gerrard, 
Thomas Blackwood, 
Charles L. Ogden,

James Leslie.

The first meeting of the Committee of Trade was held on the 
-3rd April at the office of Messrs. Gerrard, Gillespie, Moffatt & 
Co. Mr. John horsyth was elected President, but, he being ab
sent from the province at that time, Mr. Thomas Blackwood 
was elected chairman pro tern. The Committee began its oper- 
Af101? l,n,a humble way’ for’ at the second meeting on 3rd May, 
•Mr. Auldjo ^authorized " to finish the proposed agreement 
with Mr. A. L. Macnider for a room for the accommodation of 
the Committee, including fuel and attendance, at the rate of 
thirty pounds per annum.
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Although the Committee of Trade commenced 
their labours in this modest way their influence 
was soon felt. The first step was taken in the 
long series narrated in the following pages. 
Forthwith the river channel was carefully sur
veyed, and estimates were obtained for removing 
the obstructions ; so that, in 1826, Mr. (afterwards 
Hon.) James Leslie, one of their number, from his 
place in the legislature presented a petition pray
ing for aid in undertaking to deepen the channel 
to sixteen feet. In 1830 the Act constituting the 
Harbour Board was passed and another member 
of the committee, the Hon. Gfeorge Moffatt, was 
the first chairman. Capt. Piper, R. E., was also 
appointed on the Board and, after his designs, the 
present handsome stone quay was built and the 
muddy river bank covered in. In 1831 the 
town was incorporated and was made a port 
of entry. In 1831 the Royal William was towed 
up from Quebec in order to receive her engines at 
Montreal and complete her cabin fittings. She 
made a voyage to Halifax and Boston, and was the 
first ocean steamship to enter the latter port. The 
Cunards of Halifax were concerned in the com
pany which owned her, and, in 1833, she made 
a voyage from Quebec to London, which was the 
first voyage under steam across the Atlantic. This 
vessel was the pioneer of ocean steamship naviga
tion and the question of establishing a regular line 
was before the Committee when it was merged into 
the Board of Trade. The population of the city in 
1831 was only 27,297, and the time for r. line of 
steamships would not come for many years.

In 1832 and 1834 two visitations of cholera 
destroyed trade, and in 1837 and 1838 came the

the
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rebellion,which heated the minds of citizens with 
political questions, and remained for many years a 
cause of excitement ; for during the long winters 
there was abundance ot leisure, and the business 
to be done was altogether insufficient to work off 
the surplus energy of so active a community. The 
last meeting of the Committee was held on June <
24th, 1839, after which the association ceased to 
exist and the more active members took steps to 
re-organize as the present Board of Trade.

The first meeting to organize the new Board ^.ârdôfTrade 
was held on April Oth, 1840, and the Honourable 
Peter McGill was elected chairman.

The following committee was appointed to take 
the required steps for incorporation :—

J. T. Brondgbest,
Harrison Stephens,
J. G. McKenzie,
H. L. Routh,
Adam Ferrib,
David Torrance,

need
ence

the
iges. 
sur- 

viug 
ards 
n his 
iray- 
nnel 
' the 
mber 
was 
also 

i, the 
1 the

l

J. E. Mills,
Thomas Cringan, 
William Ritchie, 
William Edmonstone, 
0. Bostwick,

the
port 

>wed 
es at 
She 

is the 
The 

corn- 
made 
s the 
This 
viga- 
r line 
l into 
ity in 
me of

Austin Cuvillier,
J. Lbaycraft.

Mr. Austin Cuvillier was elected chairman, and 
Mr. James Holmes was appointed secretary at a 
salary of ,£100 for 11 services, room, fire and light.”
The Act of incorporation was procured in 1841 rt8 inorpora- 
and proclaimed on March 19th 1842. The Acttion- 
with its amendments, together with the by-laws, 
was published in a separate pamphlet in 1887 
uniform with the series of annual reports. The 
names ot the original incorporators number 106, 
and are of much interest to old residents of 
the city. The following summary of the 
ceedings at the first meeting is from the special 
Board of Trade edition of the Globe.

pro-
iolera 
3 the

. -

—
-

. 
_____l

___
_________

sfc 
. 
■

r:

- V
:■

 "s
i

m
:

ii
:



I tu I 8

The First 
Meeting. The first meeting of the incorporated Board of Trade was held 

on 4th April, 1842, the following members being present :
J. T. Brondgeest in the chair ; Thomas Cringan, John E. 

Mills, H. L. Routh, D. Macpherson, J. Esdaile, Harrison 
Stephens, J. G. McKenzie, Edward Maitland, John Glass, J. M. 
Tobin, Wm. Ed monstone, James Henderson, Joseph Shuler, 
Frederick A. Willson, Secretary.

The only business transacted was that of electing officers, the 
election resulting as follows President, J. T. Brondgeest : 
Vice-President, Thomas Cringan ; Treasurer, J. W. Dunscomb. 
Council—0. Bostwick, William Ed monstone, James Henderson, 
H. L. Routh, John E. Mills, J. M. Tobin, J. G. McKenzie and 
Harrison Stephens.

The following were elected a Board of Arbitration :—James 
Henderson, H. L. Routh, John E. Mills, David Torrance, Robert 
Armour, John Glass, Harrison Stephens, Orlin Bostwick, J. G. 
McKenzie, James Logan, J. B. Greenshields, John Dougall.

At the next following meeting on 22nd June, the President 
submitted a draft of a set of by-laws for the Board, which were 
adapted. At this meeting Mr. (afterw ards Sir) Hugh Allan was 
elected a member of the Board. There was a very large list of 
propositions for membership numbering no less than ninety-six.

A synopsis of the minutes is given in another 
chapter and from that an idea of the aims and ac
tivity of the Board may be gathered. From 1863 
until his death in 1886, the secretary, Mr. Wm. J. 
Patterson, compiled a series of very complete re
ports upon the trade of the city and of Canada 
generally, from which many of the figures in the 
tables appended to this volume have been taken. 
The last of this valuable series was completed by 
Mr. Geo. Hadrill, the present secretary.

The following table will be of interest in the 
commercial history of Montreal.
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Officers of the 
Board during 
fifty years.

Se
cr

et
a

ry
.

Tr
ea

su
re

r.
V

 ic
e-

Pr
es

iv
en

t.
Pr

es
id

en
t.

Y
ea

h
.

LI
ST

 OF
'O

FF
IC

ER
S O

F T
H

E M
O

N
TR

EA
L B

O
A

RD
 OF

 TR
A

D
E.

«a



: '
= ;: ;<si '.=*< s Si :

à ® sa : : ^ ■
§0|-o-§£s5 i

-il Srf s

liiiniii Ig!
a, a* ”••!!!

22: » : : ï : ;

: : : :

: 5 5 :

iliïiïiiï iiii
:::::: : : ; :

• : ’

: r I:::;?:::.

11 iMfiMl

:::::::: ;

llïlïïïï 8"

:::::::: : : :

9

slield

tin E. 
rrison 
J. M. 
liuter,

■s, the 
;eest ; 
comb, 
erson, 
e and

lames 
tobert 
J. G.
1.
lident 

were 
n was 
list of 
y-six.

ither 
l ac* 
1863 
n. J. 
3 re- 
nada 
l the 
ken. 
i by

the

.

"

mm
m

-
nil

N

1 ■

t/H - f

1 !

A
pr

il,

D
m

op

18
75

.. W
in

. D
ar

lin
g 

18
75

 
do

do
• • W

ill
ia

m
 D

ar
lin

g.
.

;;i
 

do
• • A

nd
re

w
 R

ob
er

tso
n

do
18

7418
65

.. 
Pe

te
r R

ed
pa

th
...

...
...

...
..

Pe
te

r Re
dp

at
h,

 afte
rw

ar
ds

 J. 
H

. J
. H.

 Win
n,

 and
 afte

r-
1Q

,,7
 JjïDn* an

d 
th

en
 Jo

hn
 M

cL
en

na
n.

 wards 
Th

os
. R

im
m

er
...

...
..

te
 McLe

nn
an

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

 Tho
s K

im
m

er
 ....

...
...

...
...

...
..

Ih
68

.. T
ho

s. R
im

m
er

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

J.
 H.

 W
in

n.
...

...
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

iS
ro

i.j
. h

. w
in

n.
..:

:::
::-

:::
:::

...
...

...
...

.D
am

as
e M

as
?o

n.
...

...
...

...
...

...
..

18
71

. Hon
 Joh

n 
Y

ou
ng

...
...

...
...

.
18

72
.. 

do
 

...
...

...
...

..
18

73
.. 

H
ug

h M
cL

en
na

n.
...

...
...

...
.

op

18
66

...
...

...
..H

en
ry

 L
ym

an
...

...
...

...
.

...
...

...
...

J.
 H

. W
in

n.
...

...
...

...
...

..............•-dnnua •®
qi, 'W

8I

:dare,o"
m

o,u
...................- A «qS

•

°P 
........................................ 

«P 
i--«ç8T
•-govl

..~s,ra g.
1

dodo
do

H
en

ry
 St

ar
ne

s 
A

nd
re

w
 S

ha
w

A
nd

re
w

 S
ha

w
...

.
do

 ..... 
__

D
. L

. M
ac

ph
er

so
n.

...
...

...
...

D
. L.

 Ma
cp

he
rs

on
, a

nd
 af


te

rw
ar

ds
 L 

H
. H

ol
to

n.
...

A
lla

n 
G

ilm
ou

r..
...

...
...

...
...

..
do

 .................
...

.
W

al
te

r C
ol

qu
ho

un
 ....

...
...

...
H

on
. J

oh
n 

Y
ou

ng
...

...
...

...
..

do

opdodo
Th

om
as

 C
rin

ga
n 

•

V
 Ic

e-
Pr

es
id

en
t.

Pr
es

id
en

t.
Y

ea
r.

do
do

do
do

do

"p

do

op

do
do

do
do

do
do

opdodo
A

- D
av

ie
s..

.. ..
H

en
ry

 L
ym

an
dodo

. A
. W

at
t, a

nd
 af

te
rw

ar
ds

 
H

en
ry

 Ly
m

an

„T do to
 A

pr
il,

 *6
3.

 
W

m
. J. 

Pa
tte

rs
on

, from
 

A
pr

il,
 18

63
.

do
D

. A
. P

. W
at

t
do

W
in

n.
do

do
do

Ro
be

rt 
Es

da
ile

 
do

D
. R

. W
oo

d
dododo

d<
»

do
d"

do
 

to
 O

ct
., 1

85
4.

Jo
hn

 D
in

ni
ng

, f
ro

m
 O

ct
ob

er
, 

18
54

.
dodo

do
do

Ch
as

. L
in

ds
ay

.
A

le
x.

 C
le

rk
, 

do
D

. L
or

n M
ac

D
ou

ga
ll.

...
...

..
do

C.
 H

. C
as

tle
 

Jo
hn

 G
la

ss
.. 

C.
 H

. C
as

tle
 

ao
H

ug
h A

lla
n

dododododo
do

do

......

do
Fr

ed
'k

 A
. W

ils
on

.
J. 

W
. D

un
sc

om
b

Se
cr

et
a

ry
.

Tr
ea

su
re

r.

LI
ST

 OF
;O

FF
IC

ER
S O

F T
H

E M
O

N
TR

EA
L B

O
A

RD
 OF

 TR
A

D
E. -

SS

-



;

:

neu
tho
thii

1
tioi
vei
me
the
ran
bet
fori
of
in
con

I
Tra
mis
Coi
Tra
Ex<
the
Tra
ofhi

acocQCQOxacacai^ooac

• r-l

,

if
.

Wft
llli

fk

i m

h
»

' W

M 
53 

a; 
Œ

)
a> ^ 

«3 
>>^5 -

iil
ll 

sX

D
o.

 to
 d

ea
th

 in
 Ju

ne
, 1

88
0.

.. 
...

...
..(

ie
o.

 ll
ad

ril
l, f

ro
m

 Ju
ne

, *
86

.

Ile
nr

y L
ym

an
..

F.
 W

. Il
en

sh
aw

 
Jo

hn
 K

er
ry

 
Jo

hn
 K

er
ry

 
G

eo
. A

. D
ru

m
m

on
d 

Ja
s. 

P.
 C

le
gh

or
n.

. .
W

. R
. W

on
ha

m
, t

o 
M

ay
. 1

S3
4!

Ro
be

rt 
A

rc
he

r..
...

...
..

R
ob

er
t A

rc
he

r ..
...

...

A
nd

re
w

 R
ob

er
tso

n
H

en
ry

 L
ym

an
...

...
..

F.
 W

. Il
en

sh
aw

F.
 W

. Il
en

sh
aw

....
..

Jo
hn

 K
er

ry
...

...
...

..
G

eo
. A

. D
ru

m
m

on
d.

do

op

Jo
hn

 K
er

ry
...

. 
Jo

hn
 K

er
ry

 
W

. R
. W

on
ha

m

z
«P

W
m

. J
. P

at
te

rs
on

.

A
 co

m
pl

et
e l

ist
 of

 al
l t

he
 off

ic
er

s an
d c

om
m

itt
ee

s of
 th

e B
oa

rd
 of

 Tr
ad

e a
nd

 of 
th

e d
iff

er
en

t 
br

an
ch

 ass
oc

ia
tio

ns
 no

w
 fo

rm
in

g p
ar

t o
f i

t, i
n a

 so
rt 

of
 tra

de
 fe

de
ra

tio
n,

 w
ill

 be
 fou

nd
 in 

an
ot

he
r 

pl
ac

e.

do

W
. W

. O
gi

lv
ie

. • 
H

on
. G

eo
. A

. D
ru

m
m

on
d.

...
 Ja

cq
ue

s G
re

ni
er

 
Ja

s. 
P.

 C
le

gh
or

n 
do

R
ob

t. A
rc

he
r..

...
..

E.
 B.

 Gr
ee

ns
hi

el
ds

Ro
bt

. A
rc

he
r..

. 
II.

 A
• B

ud
de

n•
. 

Ch
as

. P
. H

éb
er

t
do

Ja
s. 

P.
 C

le
gh

or
n.

..
A

le
x.

 M
ur

ra
y.

...
...

.
Ro

be
rt 

A
rc

he
r..

...
...

H
. A

. Bu
dd

en
 .....

.
Ri

ch
ar

d W
hi

te
 . 

Ja
s. 

A
. C

an
tli

e..
...

.

Ro
be

rt 
A

rc
he

r . 
do

Ed
ga

r J
ud

ge
 

do
H

. M
on

ta
gu

 A
lla

n-
dodo

op

do

op

Q
eo

. H
ad

ril
l

(ie
o.

 A
. llr

ui
iii

no
D

il

Se
cr

et
a

ry
.

Fi
r

st
 V

ic
e-

Pr
es

id
en

t.
Pr

es
iu

k
n

t.
Tr

ea
su

re
r.

Se
co

n
d

 Vi
c

e-
Pr

es
id

en
t.

A
ct

 am
en

de
d p

ro
vi

di
ng

 th
at

 of
fic

er
s of

 th
e B

oa
rd

 be
 ele

ct
ed

 an
nu

al
ly

, a
nd

 add
in

g a
 sec

on
d 

V
ic

e-
Pr

es
id

en
t. An

nu
al

 M
ee

tin
g f

ix
ed

 by
 by

-la
w

 on
 las

t T
ue

sd
ay

 in
 Ja

nu
ar

y.

C

—

A
ct

 am
en

de
d p

ro
vi

di
ng

 th
at

 th
e o

ffi
ce

rs
 of

 th
e B

oa
rd

 be
 el

ec
te

d f
or

 tw
o y

ea
rs

 in
ste

ad
 of

 o
ne

, a
s 

hi
th

er
to

, a
nd

 ch
an

gi
ng

 da
te

 of
 an

nu
al

 m
ee

tin
g f

ro
m

 A
pr

il to
 De

ce
m

be
r, so

 th
at

 the
 ter

m
s o

f o
ffi

ce
 

ex
pi

re
 w

ith
 cl

os
e o

f c
al

en
d a

r y
ea

r.

w
H
b

m
m
i

. . .
..»

 
.—



»

11:j
3 lu the year 1886 the Corn Exchange Associa-I^eCon^ 

tion was federated with the Board of Trade. This 
very important body is an association of produce 
merchants organized in 1862, and incorporated 
the following year. From the first it 
ranged that there should be a joint-secretaryship 
between it and the Board of Trade, and a most 
fortunate selection was made in the appointment 
of Mr. Wm. J. Patterson. He was an enthusiast 
in trade statistics, a ready writer and a careful 
compiler.

Prior to 1873 the President of the Board of£l10 Harbour 
Trade was ex-officio a member of the Harbour Qom_ Oom"“88loucrs- 
mission, but, in that year, the Act governing the 
Commission was amended so that the Board of 
Trade elected two representatives and the Corn 
Exchange Association one representative—a fur
ther amendment in 1874 reduced the Board of 
Trade to one representative only. The term of 
office is for four years.

:
1
»
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;
:: REPRESENTATIVES OX THE HARBOUR COMMISSION.
D

I Hugh McLennan.
I Hon. .John Young. 
Hugh McLennan.

1878-74

1874-78
1878-82
1882-8(1
1880-811
1890-90

1:
)

À '
-:

3
The year 1892 is not only the semi-centennial M2-1892. 

year of the Board of Trade, it is also the two hun
dred and fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of 
the city by Paul de Chomedey, sieur de Maison
neuve ; a man very remarkable in his way, whose 
thoughts were drawn more towards heavenly 
things than to the affairs of this world. It is fit-
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ft ting then to commence the historical sketch of 
the city with the year 16-12 for, if 
rate the achievements of those who have made 
our city commercially great, we ought not to for
get the steadfast and brave though humble-minded 

who also worked an enduring work, continu
ing to the present day.

we commemo-

man
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS.

MONTREAL, 164*2-1842.

The traveller in Canada two hundred years Travel 
ago had but little choice in his mode of convey
ance ; if journeying from Quebec to Montreal in 
summer, his way must be by water, and by water 
only, for horses were scarce in the colony and 
but little used for journeys through a country 
without roads and in which the frequent and often 
unfordable rivers

>N.

were unprovided with bridges
or even ferries.

It he were careless of expenditure and careful 
of ease he avoided the large boats which were 
sometimes weeks in making the journey from 
Quebec to Montreal and sought to make himself 
as comfortable as possible within the limited 
quarters of a bark canoe. Even here he must ex
perience cramped limbs, exposure to wind and

by day, mosquitos and possibly wet quarters 
by night, the vagaries of half or wholly savage 
boatmen, and always the dreary monotony of lonely 
stretches of water with scarcely a sign of habita
tion on the generally level shores as the ordinary 
elements of this journey of one hundred and eighty 
miles. J

sun

If it were winter, dogs might be obtained and 
on toboggans or light sledges the journey per
formed in reasonably fast time, or, one could join 
some party of hunters or soldiers leaving Quebec 
lor one of the upper posts and thus undergo an
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apprenticeship in the art of managing the snow- 
shoe in so thorough a manner that by the time 
the hospitable garrison of Three Rivers was reach
ed the traveller was a past master in the accom
plishment for the remainder of his days.

The fortunate traveller only encountered incon
venience and only suffered from cold and fatigue ; 
for his less fortunate brother there might be 
wolves in winter and, still worse, the Iroquois, at 
any season of the year.

But now it is summer, and the wearied traveller 
—as he passes les iles Percées (opposite Boucherville) 
and sees in the distance before him, between the 
green slopes of Mount Royal and the wooded 
height of St. tielen’s Island, indications of his desti
nation,—feels that the difficulties and dangers of 
the journey are only a memory to be laughingly 
recalled.

Now the boatmen dip their paddles with a 
firmer, deeper stroke, swinging them in unison 
to the song that breaks forth like a shout of 
triumph from all, as the canoe shoots forward 
to breast the current sweeping downward from 
the little town.

As he nears the northern shore the modest 
church of Notre Dame de Bonsecours comes out 
distinctly and above it he sees the fortified mill 
perched on the mound, known successively as 
“ Le Coteau,” “ Fort Callière,” “ la Batterie Royale ’’ 
and “ la Citadelle ; ’’ it never was a very formid
able defence and was removed early in this cen- 
tury, when the material was used to extend the 
Champ-de-Mars and to fill up a large pond where 
Viger Garden now is—its site is known to us as 
Dalhousie Square.
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time

each-

Slowly mounting the swift St. Mary's Current, 
and gaining foot by foot along the river bank, 

traveller at last reaches his journey’s end in 
iront of the present Custom House Square and en
tering by the Harbour Gate, is safely within the 
town of Montreal as it was two hundred 
ago.

our
.‘com-

ncon- 
igue ; 
it be 
>is, at

years

Fitly years before, on the eighteenth of May, Ti|c Beginnings 
1642, a little company of eighteen joined in the first 
public celebration of the mass on or near the spot 
where the Custom House now stands and heard the 
Jesuit father Vimont liken their enterprise to a 
grain of mustard seed which he prophesied would 
one day develop into a tree so great that the birds 
of the air would lodge in the branches thereof.

The first building erected was “ the Fort” about 
the temporary chapel in which the first 
sung, and within its narrow limits the little 
pan y lived and faced their difficulties together.
Two years later the Hôtel Dieu at the corner’of the 
present St. Sul pice and St. Paul Streets was ready 
for occupation.

In 1653 actual colonization began, grants were 
made and a chain of houses built between the 
Fort and the Hôtel Dieu forming a strong line of 
defence against Indian attacks and a stout wind
mill, standing until our day at “ Windmill Point,” 
served as a redoubt to the westward.

In 1667 there was a population of seven hundred 
and sixty-six ; a police force was organized at the 
head of which were five of the principal inhabi
tants ; many new houses were erected notably 
the large stone warehouse, “Le Hangard,” built
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by the inhabitants at their own expense at the 
North Western corner of St. Paul Street and the 
Custom House Square, to serve as a public trading 
place with the Indians, who were provided with 
lodgings alongside.

As this formed the centre of the little town it 
naturally followed that here the first public square 
was formed, officially known as la Place du Marche 
or hi Place Publique, but, as it was also used as a 
parade ground and a large guard house afterwards 
stood beside the Harbour Gate it was very com
monly known la Place d'Armes until the formation 
of the present one at the end of the seventeenth 
century.

Here the public market was established, the 
days being Tuesdays and Fridays which have 
remained unaltered ever since ; farmers were for
bidden to sell their produce from door to door 
without having first exposed it in the market 
place between the hours of eight and eleven in 
summer and nine and eleven in winter, which 
were sounded by the bell of the Parish Church, 
then the Chapel of the Hôtel Dieu.

Prices were constantly fixed by the Governor 
or Intendant, and speculation, particularly in 
wheat, was absolutely forbidden. When the In
tendant learned in 1670 that certain unscrupulous 
persons had bought up the crop with a view 
of cornering the scanty market an ordonnance 
was forthwith issued that no one should buy 
wheat save for his own consumption and the price 
was fixed at three livres, two sous the minot.

In order to further the importance of Quebec 
an attempt was made by de Lauzon the Governor,

Market
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and repeated later by de Mezy, to prevent Mon
treal trading directly with France and to coniine 
her trade to the channel of Quebec, but in each 
case it was successfully opposed. All trade and 
even intercourse with foreigners was strictly pro
hibited, but it was impossible to carry out the or
donnances and Dutch and English goods were com
mon throughout Canada where they were highly 
prized by both French and Indians.

In 1072 the streets of Montreal were regularly street*, 
laid out and named as they are to-day, the only 
change being St. Joseph which is now St. Sulpiee 
and St. François Xavier was sometimes known as 
St. Michel. The widest street was Notre Dame, 
“la grande rue,” which had a width of thirty feet 
while few of the side streets had 
eighteen.

more than

A few years later the town Surrounded by Fortifications.
a wooden palisade fifteen feet in height pierced bv 
four gates.

was

This new defence enclosed an area extending 
from about the line of McGill Street on the west 
to the eastern side of Jacques Cartier Square 
and from a little below St. Paul Street on the 
south to about the northern limit of St. James 
Street. It was a poor affair probably in the eyes 
of the military of that time, but M. de Callière. 
then Governor of Montreal, was a man of singu
larly wide and far-seeing views. As a soldier he 
thoroughly appreciated the value of even the
slightest barrier in the event of an attack, and, as 
the chief municipal officer, he saw the immense 
benefit a feeling of security would give towards 
the development of his little charge, which stood
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in the van of the march of civilization towards 
the unknown West.

These defences were erected in 1685, and in 
1689 the population had increased to twothouand 
souls, and Montreal had become an important 
factor in the colony.

tht
we
yet

1
tin
con
â U

Let us glance for a moment at the material 
condition of the dwellers w ithin this stockade 
of cedar now recognized as Montreal.

Society, as it then existed, was divided in
to tolerably distinct classes ; the Gentlemen of 
the Seminary of St. Sulpice, Seignieurs of 
the Island, nad the actual interest of their 
charge at heart, and thanks to the remarkable 
personal qualities of some of their early superiors, 
such as the Abbes, Queylus, Souart and Dollier de 
Casson, all three gentlemen and the last a soldier 
as well, they laboured earnestly lor the advance
ment of their trust, and their interest was one 
with the settler without distinction of class; 
they, with the serious colonists, their proteges, 
formed the most important element. On the 
other hand there were the officials, civil and mili
tary. Then the iloating population of soldiers 
and coureurs de bois, and, lastly, the servants, 
who were either voluntary servants, or white 
captives taken in the unceasing raids into the 
English colonies; there were also a few Indian 
slaves brought back from some specially daring 
inroads into the distant South or West, and 
lowest of all were the bound servants, condemned 
for various offences, often for salt smuggling, 
(faulx sauhiiers), and redeemed by the payment of
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raids their fines and gaoler’s charges lor which they 

were bound to their redemptors for a term of 
years at nominal wages.id in 

iuand 
rtant The outward 

time was
appearance of the town at this The Town, 

such that it must have required all the 
courage of the new settler to adopt it as his pied 
" terre ^ew France ; once inside the stockade, 
however, he saw a comfortable enough settlement, 
with most of the houses built of rubble to the 
height ol the first story, and above that heavy 
timber work and plaster, a style of building of 
which one can hardly find a trace to-day.

terial
:kade

d iu- 
ni of 
s of 
their 
kable 
riors, 
1er do 
ddicr 
ance- 
5 one 
•lass ; 
egés,

The dwellings of the wealthier classes were 
entirely of stone, as were those of the public insti
tutions, such as the Seminary, the Hôtel Dieu and 
the Congregation. There still remains an almost 
perfect example of the house of a rich merchant 
oi the time, and that is the Hubert-Lacroix ho 
m St. Jean Baptiste Street, now occupied by 
Messrs. Kerry Watson & Co. as a warehouse. On 
the right of the large gate-way may still be seen 
the little iron-doored, iron-windowed office where 
business was carried on, and overhead the large 
vaulted chamber where stores and furs were kept. 
Ihe rest oi the house is almost perfect, four hand- 

fire places, with their graceful wood work, 
attest the excellent taste of the proprietor or his 
architect, and the spacious hearth in the kitchen, 
where the massive crane still hangs, tells of a 
generous larder and of old-fashioned hospitality. 
From examination of documents of the time 
know that there would be
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ings, including the luxury of a well-filled ice
house and a carefully tended garden and orch-
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ard, were the usual adjuncts of a house of such 
standing in those days.

This is the only house which has come down 
to us in such perfect form, but in its day there 
were many others, such as those of Charles Le- 
moyne, where the warehouse of J. Gr. Mackenzie 
& Co. now stands ; of Jacques Le Ber alongside 
to the westward, of Cariou, afterwards of Le- 
moyne de St. Helene, on St. Sulpice Street, now 
covered by the new extension of the Parish Church 
and of Dulhut, the Explorer of the West, at the 
bottom of Jacques Cartier Square.

Now for .a glimpse at the interior of such 
houses ; the principal rooms would be covered 
with hangings of Italian or Flemish stuff, and 
the floors carpeted. On account of the cost of 
carriage, furniture was but seldom imported, so 
that, even in the best houses, it was of the sim
plest and barest description, usually made of 
pine or cherry—but its poverty was hidden by 
coverings which generally matched the hangings 
of the walls

The great bed was the principal object and on 
it and its fittings and furnishings much money 
was expended, silken hangings with coloured 
fringes draped its ample proportions and the fold
ing seats about the room were covered with like 
material.

Although the ordinary table-ware was pewter, 
plain or carved, on state occasions the unpolished 
dining table would be covered by the finest of 
worked linen and glittering with silver and china, 
of which every well-appointed house had its 
store, and the fare would embrace the luxuries of
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such a country abounding in game, flanked by good 

store of wine, brandy and liqueurs.
We find in the old inventories mention of pic

tures, not only of religious subjects, but also por
traits, some of which were evidently painted in 
Canada, very probably by Pierre Le Ber, our first 
native artist. Books were not confined to the 
clergy or the learned professions, for in 
houses we find lair collections of volumes, which, 
if somewhat solid as to quality, were by no means 
so restricted in their scope as we might imagine.

As a man’s social or official rank was then inva
riably marked by rich or distinctive clothing—in 
new country, where men of energy had opportuni
ties of gaining position denied them at home, where 
the diflerencs of class could not be so strongly 
insisted upon—there was a peculiar temptation to 
don the outward distinctions ol rank. We find 
merchants, their wives and daughters, townsfolk 
of every description and particularly those turbu
lent rufflers, the coureurs de bois, indulging in an 
extravagance of dress and ornament that frequently 
calls down the condemnation of the authorities 
and is remarked on
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by nearly every observant 
writer. Laces, ribbons, silks and satins of brill
iant colours were largely worn ; buttons, buckles 
and weapons were highly ornamented and often 
made of precious metal, while cords, tassels, hat
bands and trimmings of gold and silver stuffs 
were almost universal, and all this despite the 
fact that the cost of such materials in the colony 
was at least twice as much as in France.

There was no
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comparison between ordinary 
middle-class living here and in France ; for in
stance the table was infinitely better both in its
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fare and appointments, tor forks were in ordinary 
use in Canada at least a hundred years before 
they were in Franc e. There can be no question 
but that all these material advantages offered 
strong inducements to emigration.

Perhaps at no time in its earlier history was 
Montreal in a more prosperous condition than just 
two centuries ago. It had successfully passed 
through its early terrors and alarms with the 
Indians, it was too far removed to dread attack 
from the hostile English colonies ; its seignieurs, 
the Gentlemen of St. Sulpice, had the interest of 
the community thoroughly at heart and distinc
tions of caste were not strongly marked in the 
little town where that fine old soldier, Hector de 
Callière, its Governor, and afterwards of the whole 
colony, second only to his great predecessor Fron
tenac, was almost the only man of family.

There were good taverns which seem to have 
been well patronized, for there were at least 
twenty of them at this date ; but this must not be 

. taken as an insinuation against the morals or hab
its of the colonists, for in a day when all public 
meetings were frowned upon or forbidden by the 
authorities, the tavern was the recognized place of 
meeting for the transaction of business as well as 
the passing of a merry hour.

There were schools too, for girls the Congrega
tion which still exists in Notre Dame Street, for 
boys a public school in the same street just oppo
site the Seminary, and a private one kept by M. 
de la Prairie at the corner of Notre Dame and St. 
Sulpice Streets, and we find that in 1683 the cost 
of boarding, lodging and instruction, “ in so far as 
he has the capacity to receive the same,” for one
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small boy cost just about the sum of one hundred 
and thirty dollars for the year ; for Indians there 

school taught by Mme. Bourgeois within 
the four walls of the Fort de la Montagne, known 
to English people under the more prosaic name of 
“The Priests’ Farm.”

It must not of course be taken for granted that 
the picture first drawn was universal ; within the

disappointed people, 
unsuccessful people and poor people enough, and 
stretched along in a thin, straggling line towards 
Quebec were a few seignieurs and their censitaires 
making a weary and often desperate fight to keep 
body and soul together.

But the prosperity of Montreal at this time Fur Trade, 
fortunately did not depend upon the success of 
the scattered peasants toiling for home and food 

unwilling soil. Her prosperity 
directly from the great wealth of Canada, the fur 
trade, a wealth undreamed of by the early dis
coverers, and their protectors, urged on by dreams 
of the golden harvests “of Ormuz and of Ind” 
u hither the Great River of Canada was fondly 
hoped to be the highway.

The fur trade began at Tadoussac, then re
treated to Quebec, and then higher still to Mon
treal where at this time it was centered.

The great Annual Fair was then established, 
and among other measures taken to ensure a fair 
competition and exclude foreign interference 
find the inhabitants passing the following resolu
tions in 1675 :—

1. That all foreign merchants are prohibited 
from trading in Montreal.
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2. That during the fair no one should barter 
with the Indians save in open market, nor should 
any one understanding their language speak to 
them save through an interpreter, nor attempt to 
draw any Indian aside for the purpose of t rading 
under pain of punishment.

In the same spirit of fairness it was the inten
tion of the King, for a strictly paternal form of 
government was intended, that no one should go 
above Montreal to intercept the Indians, and 
trading in the woods “ dans les fonds du bois ’’ 
was prohibited under the severest penalties, at 
times even death. But of what use were men
aces and penalties when Perrot, the Governor of 
Montreal, had his Lieutenant Bruyy stationed on 
his island, Ile Perrot, to stop the Ottawa Indians 
on their way down ; and other traders, often it 
was whispered, backed by the- highest protection, 
were scattered up as Jar as Frontenac and Niagara 
to choose the best of the skins supposed to be 
offered only at the Fair of Montreal.

When the spring fleet of canoes came down 
about the end of May, laden to the waters edge 
with their precious bales of beaver skins, worth 
a hundred good crowns apiece, the little Market 
Place was filled to its utmost capacity and the 
fur trade was at its height.

The reckless coureurs de bois made the place a 
pandemonium while money lasted, and every 
one, high and low, joined in rivalry for the 
valuable skins. Beaver was king !

Beaver formed a standard, and goods were 
reckoned at such times, not by their value in 
money, but by their worth iu skins. French, 
English and Dutch joined in the chase for wealth ;
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beaver were scarce in the south, so that the prices 
higher in Orange (Albany) than in Mon

treal, accordingly the French sold them there, in 
spite of all the ordonnances and penalties ; Eng
lish goods were
Canadian Indians, so the English smuggled them 
in. England sent her Company of Adventurers 
trading into Hudsons Bay, and soon after their 
establishment the French expeditions by land 
and sea drove them out, only to be driven forth in 
turn. Companies were formed with exclusive 
monopolies, but hampered by fixed prices and 
obligations to receive all the beaver offered, and 

after another ended in bankruptcy. Immense 
stocks ol skins were burned in order to enhance 
the price, hatters were forced to use only pure 
beaver—in fact everything, except legitimate free 
competition in the trade, was tried, with the 
ruinous results in the long run, and what should 
have been the source of Canada’s greatest wealth 
in that day was fatal to any general continuous 
growth or expansion.

Meanwhile the peasant had not ceased his The Farmer, 

efforts, and the line of little white cottages along 
the northern shore of the river (the northern 
shore, because the river was somewhat of a bar
rier against hostile attacks which were always 
made from the south) between Montreal and 
Quebec, began to fill up, until it appeared to the 
traveller of the early part of last century lik 
long street. Cultivation was beginning to make 
headway, but it was 
vations ; thus, in 1700, when 
about Montreal, and
tolerable quality, that it was fast becoming popu-
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lar, and it was feared the export from the Mother 
Country might he interfered with, orders were at 
once issued by the King to root up the vines. Wheat 
was successfully grown and sent over to France 
in small quantities.

About this time an attempt was made by cer
tain merchants in the West Indies to open up a 
trade with Canada, sending sugar, brandy, spices, 
etc., in return for timber, fish and salt beef, pro
vided the King would allow them to touch at 
Boston in order to exchange their products for 
horses, of which there was a great need in the 
islands ; but, although the King was quite willing 
that their trade should be carried on with New 
France, he could not approve of any intercourse 
with the English plantations, and so the matter 
was dropped.

A trade with the West Indies was, however, 
slowly carried on, and in 1736 about 80,000 minots 
of wheat were exported.

In 1717 an important concession was made by 
the King in the establishment of a Bourse, or 
Exchange, both in Quebec and Montreal, a favour 
long desired by the inhabitants and prayed for 
with an earnestness which evidences their appre
ciation of so great a concession. Under the strong 
rule of Colbert all meetings of the people had been 
strongly put down. His rule meant centralization, 
and the only concession made was in favor of 
monopolies, which depended directly on the King 
—not only for their existence, but for their very 
credit and support. Here was another curse of 
the patriarchal system ; if a man wished to start 
a fishery he petitioned the King that fish should 
command such a price, and it was granted ; if

Trade.

J

The First 
Exchange.
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another started a saw-mill and found he had too 
much dressed timber on hand, he begged for, and 
was II 'llsent, a ship ; fur companies prayed that hat- 

use a certain quality of 
heaver in the manufacture of their hats, and the 
King commanded the hatters forthwith to comply.
1 hus in every way which he conceived possible 
the King endeavored to help, but only succeeded 
in enervating and emasculating his splendid 
colony.

Now, to return to local matters ; soon after the? 
establishment of the public Exchange we find 
regular postal service was formed between Quebec 
and Montreal (1721)—a monopoly, as a matter of 
course, and that for twenty years, but in this 
instance there is hardly room for complaint, seeing 
the monopolist was obliged to establish post- 
ollices and carriers, and make the run with only 
one stoppage at Three Rivers.

The population oi Montreal had now increased New portmca- 
to about three thousand souls ; and, in order to 
accommodate the present and provide for future 
inhabitants, the defences of wood were about this 
time replaced by a stone wall, the eastern limit of 
which was just beyond our present Dalhousie 
Squai e, the tradition ol which is still preserved in 
the popular name of “ The Quebec Gate.” The 
extent is well shown in the map of Mouillart 
Sanson, generally known as that of Catalogne, 
which is here reproduced, showing the proposed 
and partly finished fortifications, towards the 
cost of which the Gentlemen of St. Sulpice con
tributed one-third and the inhabitants the 
remainder, and these walls practically defined the 
town until their removal in 1803.
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The mention of the name Catalogue, our firstCommence-

Laohine Canal, engineer, naturally recalls his efforts towards the 
improvement of what was afterwards developed 
into the Laehine Canal.

Years before, the Seignieurs had deepened the 
branch of the “ Little River” (St. Pierre), which 
fell into the St. Lawrence near the present Custom 
House, and had attempted to cut a canal from the 
western end of “ Lac St. Pierre,” a long, shallow 
pond lying in an almost direct line between the 

town and Laehine, but were prevented by the 
solid rock. This work was taken in hand by M. de 
Catalogne ami successfully completed, so that a 
sufficient water supply was obtained for milling 
purposes and a practicable water-way for the 
canoes bound for the Upper Ottawa and the Far 
West.

In spite of poverty, constant Indian wars, and a 
fatal system of royal protection, which was dis
continued when most needed, Canada struggled 
on, holding her own against foes without and mis- 
government within, until the constant repudiation 
of the various issues of card money brought her to 
the brink of the gulf into which the apalling cor
ruption of Bigot and his confederates soon plunged 
her.

Card Money.

Canada was poor and deeply indebted to the 
French merchants who sent the yearly supplies, 
so that what little money there was in the colony 
was speedily returned to the Mother Country. 
The Government attempted to stop this by making 
the coinage for Canada one-fourth less in value 
than that of France, but such a barrier was easily
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overcome. About the end of the seventeenth 
century the then Governor conceived the brilliant 
idea of cutting a playing card in four pieces, 
stamping each quarter with a fleur-de-lys, and, by 
the addition of his signature, converting this 
scrap of the “ devil’s bible” into money, redeem
able by bills of exchange, card for paper—which 
might or might not represent money. There 
no difficulty in keeping this currency within the 
colony. It was repudiated over and over again, 
but new issues were constantly made and forced 
upon the people, backed by fallacious promises of 
redemption.

On top of this came the crimes of Bigot and Bigot « ai. 
those leagued with him. No town or even post 
from Louisbourg to Miehilimacinac escaped their 
industrious knavery ; Montreal as well as Quebec 
had its “ Friponne,” and the most distant posts 
were not neglected. Their devices for robbing 
both King and people were unending. Cadet 
reported that the inhabitants were storing their 
grain, obtained an order forcing them to sell at 
low figure, bought up the entire crop, caused a 
famine and then resold it to the King and the 
original owners at an enormous profit. But the 
story is too well known to go over the detail of 
their notorious career and final punishment.

The Seven Years’ War found the resources of the 
country consumed by these wretches, and after 
long and gallant struggle the Treaty of Paris 
definitely placed the colony under the flag of Great 
Britain (1763.)
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Adventurers, Following the train of the victorious troops came 

a flock of adventurers, who proved so grasping 
and troublesome that the Governor at one time 
threatened to pack them all back to England, but 
they were soon replaced by legitimate merchants, 
many of whose descendants still support the inte
grity of their names.

During nearly the whole of the French regime 
the balance of trade had uniformly been against 
the colony, but with the change of Government 
came a healthier tone and matters at once im
proved. The increase in shipping is noticed later 
on ; the lur trade in spite of rival companies 
to a flourishing condition until almost ruined by 
the folly of the contestants ; in 1)52 ten ships of 
forty to one hundred tons were built, in 1841 there 
were sixty-four aggregating 23,122 tons ; in 1734 
there were fifty-two saw mills east of the Ottawa, 
in 1827 there were five hundred and sixty-five ; 
the lumber trade became a specialty and increased 
to an extent undreamt of under French rule ; in

was practically unknown, 
in 1841 it had risen to over 2,000,000 bushels ; the 
country was being rapidly opened up, and 
of peace and prosperity hitherto unknown 
opening before the new colony.

The currency of Canada at this time was of 
puzzling intricacy ; English guineas, Portuguese 
Joannes, moidores, Spanish doubloons, French, 
Louis d’Ors and pistoles formed the gold—and 
Spanish piastres, pistoreens, French crowns of 
various values and pieces of twenty-four and 
thirty-six sols Tournois and English coins—the 
silver, the values of which were finally established 
by law.

Revival of 
Trade.
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The two sketches by Richard Dillon, the ultra- Th 
loyal host ol Dillon’s Coffee House which stood 
where the offices of the Liverpool and London and 
Globe Insurance Company now are, show the city 
as it was at the opening of the century.

In the view from St. Helen’s Island we remark 
the absence of any wharf accommodations and the 
slight nature of the fortifications which were in a 
very bad condition ; the other sketch is from the 
grounds of “ Beaver Hall,” and although both 

defective in perspective, they are exact as to 
the extent of the town and show how the walls 
kept the town confined within their 
limits.

e Dillon 
Sketches 1809.

are

narrow

The map of Charland, which was expressly 
prepared for +he Commssioners, is, perhaps, Ma^uS!' 
the only exact plan of the fortifications exist 
ing and is specially interesting as it shows the 
first beginnings of the town without the walls, to 
the east the Quebec Suburbs, to the north the St. 
Lawrence and the St. Louis Suburbs, and to the 
west the Recollet Suburbs ; by the removal of the 
fortifications the town gained two handsome 
streets, McGill and St. James, and the expansion 
of the town, if slow, was immediate and 
tinuous.

con-

It will be noticed that there were five cemete
ries within the 
date.

The new fur trade in the hands of the North-N- w. Com- 

west Company was centred in Montreal and the 
presence of the principal partners added greatly to 
the social element of the city.

A new addition was made to the business popu- The American1 
lation by a number of American merchants whoColony•

limits of the city at thisnarrow

pany.
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ï,came iu about the beginning of the century and 

settled in Montreal. They were almost uniformly 
successful in their ventures and their descendants 
to-day hold prominent posit ions in the community.

John Molson arrived in Canada in 1782, and 
after successfully founding the brewing business 
which is still carried on by the family turned his 
attention to the novelty of steam navigation which 
had been proved a possibility on the Hudson, by 
Robert Fulton in 1807. Two years later, on the 
3rd November, 1809, the second steamboat in 
America built at Montreal by Mr. Molson and 
named the “ Accommodation,” started on her 
maiden voyage to Quebec. The venture was en
tirely successful, the run being made in thirty-six 
hours. She measured eighty-five feet over all, had 
sixteen feet beam and an engine of six-horse 
power. The fare to Quebec was £2 10 0 ; for 
children under eleven, £15 0; for servant with 
birth (tic) £1 13 4 ; for servant without birth (sic) 
£1 5 0. Sixty pounds of luggage were allowed to 
passengers, and they were requested to pur
chase their tickets early in order to allow of suffi
cient provisions being laid in.

In the following year (1810) Mr. Molson ap
plied for a monopoly for fifteen years, and in 1811 
began the consrtuction of the “ Swiftsure” for the 
same service.

The following extract taken verbatim from the 
Montreal Herald of 8 May, 1813, will give a good 
idea of the time and incidents of the upward trip. 
On this occasion Sir George Prévost, his staff’ and 
servants were on board :—

“ Journal of the steam boat from Quebec, Tues
day, May 4th, £ past 4 left Quebec—£ past 11 p.m.

Inland Steam 
Navigation.
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to Tort Neuf. May ûth, J past 5 p.m. (a.m. ?) 
got under weigh—at \ past 5 p.m. past Three 
Rivers—at 9 p.m. anchored opposite Rivière du 
Loup May 6, at | past 4 a.m. got under weigh 
and made sail—at 8

came

a.m. hove too off Wm. Henry, 
landed three passengers and sent the boat ashore 
lor milk. At 9 a.m. made sail—at 4 p.m. arrived 
at Montreal. Remarks, past every vessel under 
sail.”

Inland navigation was long an accomplished <lcei|.n steam 
fact before an attempt was made to cross the 1N“v'gat,on' 
Atlantic and here Canada took the lead. On the 
—7th April, 1831, Lord and Lady Aylmer 
Panied by their suit and a brilliant following, 

present at Black’s ship yard in Quebec to 
witness the launching of a vessel destined to 
up a new departure in steam navigation. Amid 
the strains ol the band ol the 32nd Regiment, the 
“ Halifax Steamboat” slid off the ways and was 
christened the “Royal William” by Lady Aylmer.

She was then towed to Montreal received her 
engines and on the 17 August, 1833, sailed from 
Quebec, was detained at Pictou and made the 
voyage to Gravesend in seventeen days ; she 
commanded by Captain McDougall, was 363 tons 
burthen and carried a crew of twenty-one, burned 
Nova Scotia coal and was the first vessel to make 
the entire voyage wholly under steam.

The following year she was purchased by the 
Spanish Government, re-named the “ Ysabel 
Segunda,” their first steam war vessel.

It is interesting to note the increase in the ship- Shipping, 
ping trade since the English occupation ; in 1764, 
sixty-seven vessels arrived at Quebec from
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with a tonnage of about 5,500, in 1841, twelve 
hundred and twenty-one sailing vessels aggregat
ing 425,118 tons, (and the report adds thirteen 
steamers, 5,057 tons, but they must have been en
gaged in the coasting trade as the first inward 
steamer from sea was the “ Genova” on the 10th 
May, 1853.)

Ever since 1792 Montreal has been vainly en
deavouring to obtain permission to open up the 
Lachine Canal, and after many delays and disap
pointments work was at length begun in 1821, 
and completed in 1825 at a cost of $440,000 ; but 
it was inadequate for the wants of the trade as 
may be gathered from the following notice from 
the Quebec Gazette of the 3rd November, 1831 :—

“ Public Notice is hereby given that the Under
signed, and others, will apply to the Legislature 
of this Province at its ensuing session for the Pri
vilege to l'oim a Joint Stock Company for the pur
pose of making a Canal, Locks and Basins, in such 
placf s as they may find necessary for a useful 
Navigation from the Lake of the Two Mountains 
to the waters of Lachine, and from thence to the 
foot of the Current St. Mary, with u branch to the 
Port of Montreal should then think Jit, of dimensions 
not less than will admit the Passage of such Ves
sels as can pass through the Locks of the Rideau 
Canal, and to acquire lands for Basins and water 
privileges as may be wanted by the said Company 
for the Navigation and the use of the waters 
thereof
Horatio Gates,
Dr. Arnoldi,
Thomas Phillips,

The Lachine 
Canal.

Joseph Masson, 
Jules Quesnel, 
J. Bouthillier,
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Andrew White,
Peter McGill,

Montreal, 1 October, 1831.”
The enlargement was not, however, undertaken 

until 1843.
In 1832 the city was incorporated, with Jacques 

Viger as its iirst Mayor,and in this year work wasonhe’cn-'0" 
begun on the first line of docks which ornament 
our river front

Frs. Ant. La Rocque, 
Jos. Looan.

The success of the railway was only admitted 
in 1830 and 1831, certain Montrealers took 
to obtain a charter for

First Railway.steps
railway between Laprai- 

rio and St. Johns, the Champlain and St. Law
rence Railroad, was opened in 1836 and 
fully worked by steam in the following y

success-
ear.

And now let us glance at the city as it appeared 
fifty years ago ; in the Place d’Armes the 
Parish Church had disappeared and was replaced 
by the present structure, designed by Mr. O’Don
nell, which although not complete according to 
the original design as regards the towers, has 
only since been changed in the interior as regards 
the decoration.

St. Paul iStreet was still the principal business 
centre and here the Hotel Dieu of Mlle Mance, Mw. 
originally founded in 1654, still stood, with its 
modest chapel and long line of buildings.

In St. Sulpice Street, then known as St. Joseph, 
and just in rear of the Parish Church was the Ex
change and News Room, established in 1821 in the 
lower story of a building, erected in 1809 as a 
A\ esleyan Methodist Chapel, where an abundant
suPply of home and foreign periodicals could 
always be found.
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Above this the Montreal Mercantile Library 
Association, a society established a few years 
before by the mercantile clerks of the city, held 
their meetings.

The Custom House, our present “ Inland Re
venue,” in St. Paul Street, had cost the Provin
cial Government <£4,500.

The troublous years of 1831 and ’38 had told on 
the commerce of the port ; in 1833 one hundred 
and thirty-seven vessels had entered, registering 
30,864 tons, while in 1838 there were only sixty- 
three, with 15,750 tons.

The principal hotels which then flourished 
were Rascd’s, on the northern side of St. 
Paul Street, part of which still exists ; this was 
the principal house in the town, well furnished 
and comfortable, with accommodation for one hun
dred and fifty guests. Then came the Exchange 
Hotel, in a court off the same side of St. Paul 
Street, near St. Peter ; this had been established 
and kept by Americans since the beginning of 
the century, and could receive about seventy to 
eighty guests. The Ottawa Hotel, next the Upper 
Canada Stage Office, on the easterly side of McGill 
Street, with room for about forty guests, and 
there were two or three others of the same 
standing.

The Bank of Montreal was iounded in 1817 and 
began business in that year in a house rented from 
the Estate Robert Armour in St. Paul Street. In 
1818 a lot at the corner of St Francois Xavier and 
St. James Streets was purchased and a building 
erected which was long shown on the copper coin
age issued by the Bank ; the bas-reliefs decorating 
its facade are now preserved in the portico of the

Shipping.

Hotels.

Banks.
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Post Office which stands on the same site. 
In St. Paul Street, in the building 
pied by Messrs. Greene & Sons Co., was the 
City Bank, founded in 1833; in St. Francois 
Xavier Street was La Banque du Peuple, founded 
about two years later. In the year of the Rebel
lion, 1837, the Montreal Branch of the Bank of 
British North America was opened in St. James 
Street, and the following year the Bank of Upper 
Canada opened an agency in the same street.

Water works were begun in a tentative 
in 1801 by means of wooden pipes carrying the 
water from springs about the Mountain, but the 
experiment proved a failure and in 1816 the share
holders admitted that their money was lost and 
abandoned the enterprise. It was taken up by 
Mr. Thomas Porteous and a reservoir made on 
Citadel Hill, engines were built, four inch iron 
pipes laid and the water taken from the river. 
Ihe height and capacity of the reservoir 
however, insufficient, and new cisterns 
erected in the upper flat of the Company’s build
ings in Notre Dame Street, new engines were also 
erected on the river side, just below the Quebec 
Gate Barracks, which were utilized to work a 
grist mill as well as to supply the City Baths 
established in a manner highly creditable to the 
interest of the citizens in that quality which stands 
next to godliness. The death of Mr. Porteous 
combined with these heavy expenditures brought 
the Company into difficulties, and in 183*2 it passed 
into other hands. The supply was now more 
than three times that required for the city and the 
total cost of the works from their inception 
estimated at about £70,000.
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were not obliged to take water and the Company 
had several taps throughout the city where water 
was sold; the Company was moreover obliged to 
furnish several hydrants for use in case of fire.

Gras works were started in 1836 at “the Cross,” 
but the'introduction was slow and for many years 
the city was only partially lighted.

The fire brigade was a volunteer service, some 
of whose members are still alive.

The churches were quite as numerous in pro
portion to the population as they are to-day ; of 
the seven churches and chapels used by Roman 
Catholics, the Recollect Church, the chapel of Les 
Soeurs Ghises and that of the Hôtel Dieu have 
disappeared; of the eleven Protestant Churches but 
one, “ St. Gabriel’s,” still remains, and that was 
closed lor public worship on the last Sunday of 
September, 1886.

For amusements there was the Theatre Royal, 
built by John Molson on St. Paul Street, near the 
present Bonsecours Market, and beside it stood the 
Masonic Hall and Hotel, destroyed by fire in 1833, 
just as it was filling for an entertainment ; the 
Raquet Court was at the corner of St. Peter and 
Craig Streets, and for balls, Rasco’s Hotel, and 
sometimes the Oddfellows Hall, were used.

A police force of one hundred and two privates, 
four mounted patrols, six serjeants and six corpor
als under the command of four officers and a 
superintendent was founded in 1838, and the ex
pense, about .£6000 per annum, was borne by the 
Civil Home Government. The jurisdiction of the 
police extended from Ile Perrot to Repentigny and 
over Laprairie, Longueuil, Boucherville, Var-

Gh.-.

i

Fire Brigade.

Churches.
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Police.
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rennes, Lachiue, St. Vincent de Paul and St. Mar
tin, but this was one 
and just about fifty years ago it 
an attempt at a City Police.

Literature did not flourish in the young colony, Learning, 
the Royal Institution ior the Advancement of 
Learning was not in a very efficient condition for 
its work of higher education, but there 
several good private schools.

of Lord Durham’s reforms, 
was replaced by

were

In 1822 the Scribbler was published, a magazine Magazines, 
which touched largely on social topics and ex
isted for at least six years ; then in 1823 The 
Canadian Magazine, a monthly, was started, 
but only lived for a couple of years. The Cana
dian Review next appeared in 1824, but after 
two years struggle exhausted its 
The Literary Garland it was hoped would in turn 
meet public success ; it enjoyed a certain popu
larity for a time, but eventually went the way of 
its predecessors and was forgotten.

There were four morning papers in English ; 
of these the “ Herald,’’ a strong Tory organ, ap
peared daily from the lirst of May until the first 
of November. The “Gazette,” regarded as the 
Government mouth-piece, appeared three times a 
week, as did the “ Transcript” and the “ Morning 
Courier, ’ and in French there was “ La Minerve ” 
and “ L’Ami du Peuple.”

resources.

i Newspapers.

1 his is simply an attempt to sketch an outline 
of the material progress of our city through its 
first two hundred years.

There are numberless pictures of historic in
terest which might have been reproduced ; there
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are many statistics which might have been tabu
lated ; but, suffice it to say, that of the little band 
of Colonists of 1642 who entered on their work in 
all faith, some of them lived to see it give fair 
promise, their descendants laboured for its growth 
and many of them see the result to-day. It 
struggled agaiust jealous rivalry, poverty, plague 
and corruption, twice was forced to admit con
querors within its feeble walls and yet so 
nourished that within one hundred and fifty 
years from its birth it contained nine thousand 
souls, and fifty years later, in 1842, the number 
was swelled to over fifty thousand. So that the 
citizen of that day looking over the scene of their 
struggles and conquests might without stretch of 
faith assuredly believe that “ the grain of mustard 
seed ” of Father Vimont’s Sermon has not only 
taken root, but might ere long be ranked among 
the mighty trees.
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MONTREAL, 1842-92.

The Passing of the Old Order—1842-1850.

No one saw it at the time, no one could have fore- incorporation 
seen it, that the “ old order ” was fast hastening ttBo,rd of 
to a close, when in 1841, a number of the 
chants of Montreal procured a bill from the first 
legislature ot United Canada, then sitting at 
Kingston, to incorporate the “ Montreal Board of 
Trade.” In those days all important bills 
“ reserved," and it was not until March 19th, 1842 
that the royal assent was signified by proclama
tion, and the present flourishing corporation 
into existence. Its birth marks the 
ment of the movement towards the union of the 
British colonies in North America which remained 
loyal to the crown of England—a dominion 
stretching from the Atlantic to the shores of the 
Pacific ocean in the west.
following year that, in that far olfland, the founda
tions of a city were laid, named after our present 
most gracious sovereign ; and now, where ex
tended in 1842—

mer-

were

came 
commence-

now

It was not until the

“ The continuous woods 
Where rolls the Oregon and hears no sound 
Save his own dashings,”

may stand among her own subjects and 
look beyond the limits of the West to her flag 
flying over lands where the East is new born.
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Nor need her footsteps ever pass over foreign soil : 
lor, by the commercial skill and daring of 
whose faces are known and whose accents 
familiar in the Montreal Board of Trade, and by 
the political foresight of men, most of whom 
still living, a continuous band of steel has, despite 
of enemies without and within, bound together 
the inter-oceanic Empire, and the most direct west
ern path to the farthest east lies broad and 
through the fair city of Montreal.

men
are

I a are
*

open

Trade in 1842. Business was prosperous in 1842. 
had to follow the waterways and all the water of 
the west Hows past Montreal. The area of wheat 
production jhad moved westward to the G-enessee 
valley in New York and to Upper Canada, which 

then advancing rapidly,as the new Northwest

All trade

;
h

si■■ was
is now, and here at the head of ocean navigation, 
the exchange oi its products for imported goods 
was made. The merchants of Quebec 
trated their efforts upon the timber trade, and the 
rafts floated down to them ; but the enterprise of 
Montreal merchants even then controlled the im
port trade, for the fastest ships were secured for 
Montreal ; stocks of goods were opened out earlier 
there and it was nearer the centre of consumption. 
Then also there was a brisk trade up the Champ
lain valley to Burlington and XV hitehall over the 
railway—the only railway in Canada—that from 
Laprairie to St. John’s. This trade centred at 
Montreal. The railroad, it is true, shut down in 
the winter, for there was no advantage in connect
ing the ice of the Bichelieu with the ice of the St. 
Lawrence ; but no one then thought of doing any 
serious business in winter, and, anyway, loaded

1 coneen-

1

*

*
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teams might as well continue on fifteen miles fur
ther on the winter roads. The people of Montreal 
with all their overflowing energy had abundant 
leisure then for amusement and reflection.

The imperial idea still held sway in England. The imperial 
bor a few years longer it was thought good policyIJea- 
to bind by material bonds of preferential trade 
those who were united by the bonds of one alle
giance. Lord Stanley, the colonial secretary in 
Sir ltobt. Peel’s cabinet (of which also Mr. Glad
stone was a member) in 1843, brought in the 

Canada Corn Act.” This measure, while it 
cheapened corn in England, wonderfully stimu
lated business in Canada, for it lowered the duty 
on Canadian wheat and Hour to one shilling a 
quarter upon the condition that Canada should 
impose a duty of three shillings upon United 
States wheat. The duty upon Canadian wheat 
and flour was thus only nominal and, as the aggre
gate duty of four shillings by way of Canada” 
much lower than that upon direct imports from 
the United States the wheat of the1 whole Lake 
Ontario basin, intended for export to England, 
was ground into flour in Canada and exported 
from Montreal, for Lord Stanley maintained that 
flour ground in Canada was “a manufacture of 
Canada,” and would not inquire into its origin.
All the disposable capital of Montreal was thus 
drawn to Western Canada and locked up in mills 
and mill sites, and business of all kinds expanded 
rapidly during the three following years of pro
mise and plenty.

Still, however, Montreal retained its mediaeval The Town, 
aspect. Few vestiges are now left of the old town, 
but many existed then. A visit to St. Vincent

was
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Street and to St. Amable Lane will give an idea 
of the narrow streets and sombre appearance of 
our present bright city. The streets were crowded, 
for it did not require much trade to crowd them, 
and the merchants lived over their warehouses 
and their clerks oft-times lived with them. The 
few residences above St. Catherine Street 
like manor houses among the fields which 
stretched down to Dorchester Street. The old 
tow'n was solidly packed, and it was only on the 
new' streets like St. James Street, Craig Street and 
McGill Street, that there w7ere many gaps. If the 
city seemed sombre the people w'ere gay and 
sociable. There w7as, besides the w'estern trade, 
important detail trade, and the city wras enlivened 
lor many years after by a large garrison of English 
troops, whose presence kept the towm in touch 
with English thought and manners and fashions. 
Their bugle calls for the “ assembly ” and other 
routine duties of a soldier's life are now replaced 
by steam whistles which summon or dismiss an 
army of thronging wrork people. The relations 
between the garrison and the city were always 
friendly, and the parade at 11 a.m., or the trooping 
of the colours, attracted many citizens to the 
Champ-de-Mars, then the centre of the tow'n, while 
the brilliant uniforms of the officers enlivened the 
ball rooms and the evening parties.

The life of a Montreal merchant fifty years ago 
alternated betw'een excess of leisure and excess of 
labour. It did not take long to balance the books 
after the approach of winter had driven the last ship 
to sea and laid up all the steamboats and barges. 
Then the office hours w'ere shortened, and the 
clerks had little to do but amuse themselves, and

1TM

■ i

i were

:

an

The' Merchant 
Fifty Years 
Ago.

If
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the heads of the great firms eame down to busi
ness for a little while each day. As a rule the 
principals were dignified and serious persons, re
verently consulted by the seniors and tolerating 
no familiarities from the junior clerks. The com
mercial traveller had not been revealed, 
methods of business would have frozen the 
chant of those days with astonishment. After the 
New Year’s festivities were over, the chief houses 
would send a confidential clerk or junior partner 
up to the West to see how the customers 
doing or to arrange any specially intricate matters 
of account ; but not to carry samples—for they 
had to drive all the way by sleigh or stage, and 
anyway it would have been beneath the dignity 
of an important house had it been possible. In 
the meantime, pending the advent of spring, 
there was abundance of leisure in Montreal for 
out-door amusements, social enjoyment or serious 
reading.

As the days grew longer the snow, shot from The Seasons, 

the roofs of houses or thrown up from the side
walks, piled up in the centre of the narrow streets, 
and, in the bright sun of March and April, rivers 
of melting snow poured down the hills or made 
little lakes upon the levels. Speculation then be
came keen as to when the ice would move, and 
the citizens, day by day, went down to the river 
to watch for the wished for “ shove ” which would 
open up once more the outer world. Suddenly, 
at some unlooked for hour, the mighty river 
would wake up and throw off its icy covering, 
piling up great blocks upon the wharves and 
sometimes against the houses and sweeping away 
to the ocean the debris of the winter roads. Then
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the river craft, the steamboats, and barges, and 
tugs, came out from their hiding places,’ and 
speculation became keener as to which would be 
the first ship in, whether the “ Albion ” or the 

C alcdonia or “ St. Lawrence,” or some other 
fast ship with a skilful captain who understood 
the way to get through the ice in the Gulf. From 
1840 to 1850 the “Great Britain ” w7as six times 
the first ship in, and happy was the merchant 
who secured his supplies by her ; for the mer
chants from Upper Canada were arriving to select 
their stocks and the independent ones among 
them would purchase from the first stock laid out 
Soon the ships thronged the limited wharf space 
and lay two or three deep along the wharves, 
their gangways thrust out in every gap, and the 
packages were turned out to waiting carters 
the lookout lor the marks of the firm which 
ployed them. Quickly the town sprang to a life 
more intense as the quiet of winter had been rest-

M

on
em-

ful.
Business had not then been divided up. It was 

in the hands of comparatively few houses. There 
were large dry goods houses and drug houses and 
hardware houses ; but large firms like Gillespie, 
Moffatt & Co., had a grocery department, a dry 
goods department, a hardware department, and a 
shipping department for the purchase and export 
ol produce. 1 he new methods were beginning 
to displace that system and the older hous 
soon

Busine??.

e.s were
to be compelled to choose which department 

they would confine their attention to. The pres
sure in the spring and fall to get off the goods to 
the west was intense, and the junior clerks made 
up for their winter's enjoyment by working
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nearly all night and often, quietly, on Sunday, 
tor the work had to be done and the heads of the 
firm would ask 
were 
such

questions on Monday. These 
the days of the great forwarding firms 
as Hooker, Holton & Co., Macpherson, 

Crane & Co., H. Jones & Co., whose warehouses 
on the canal basin and who owned the 

river craft which swarmed there. The old Lachine 
barge canal had been open since 1825 ; the Wel
land canal since 1833, the Rideau since 1832. The 
St. Lawrence system was completed during this 
period—the Cornwall canal in 1842, the Beau- 
harnois in 1845, the Williamsburgh canals in 
1847, the Chambly canal in 1843 and the en
larged Lachine canal in 1848. The Legislature in 
1841, made

no

were
Canale.

an appropriation for deepening the 
channel in Lake St. Peter, and in 1844 the seat of 
government was transferred to Montreal and the 
work was begun, but was suspended in 1846 and 
abandoned the following year. The whole mag
nificent system of water communication was fully 
opened up in this decade, and it was well it was 
so, for troubles were in store for Montreal un
dreamed of until 1846, and the railway age would

The period of 
the forties opened with hope, but ended with dis
aster which would have crushed a community 
less resolute and a city less favoured by nature 

Just here, and only here, it will be necessary to Year, of 
refer to pohtmal matters ; for Montreal in "the Promise' 
“forties" was absorbed in politics to a degree 
now inconceivable. In 1841 Sir Robert Peefbe- 
came premier of a government put into power 
ior the object of continuing a policy of protection, 
and the plan before alluded to met the outcry for

soon commence to threaten.
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cheap corn in England by drawing through the 
Canadian canals, just completed, the export of the 
whole St Lawrence basin, while yet the theory 
of protection remained unaffected. It seemed in 
those days as if the colonies were a real extension 
of Britain. The merchants of Montreal saw the 
illimitable promise of the West and, although the 
canal system was scarcely finished, began to 
meditate new schemes for developing this prom- 

st. Lawrence .vising trade. Lord Ashburton’s treaty in 1842
Atlantic 
Railway. closed the hope of a winter outlet on British ter

ritory, but in 1844, at a meeting held in the base
ment of the Congregational Church (now a fac
tory), at the east end of the Champ-de-Mars, the 

project of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic railway 
was started. The meeting was small, but some of 
those leading minds wrho, lrom time to time, h 
guided the destinies of Montreal, wr ere present, and 
the lecture delivered in that gloomy little 
by Judge Preble, of Portland, bore fruit in a 
matured plan for a railway to that city. By the 
exertions of a small group of men, among whom 
were the Hon. George Moffatt, Sir Alex. Galt, 
the Hon. A. N. Morin and the Hon. John Young, 
this road was opened in 1848 from Longueuil 
to St. Hyacinthe, and it w as afterwards pressed 
on until it wTas absorbed into the Grand Trunk

I'

I ave

room

system. The enlargement of the Lachine canal 
was not fully completed until 1849. It 
until then only a barge canal, but the rail
way to Lachine was opened in 1847, and in 
1846 a railway wras projected to Kingston, 
so that by means of the deepening of Lake St. 
Peter, and these railways to Kingston and Port
land taken in connection w'ith the great system

was

The Lachine 
Canal

I ft
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of water communication, the people of Montreal 
were hoping to supply the British market with 
grain in winter as well as in summer. Mr. Ira 
Gould settled here about that time and leased the 
first water power conceded on the new canal for 
his flouring mill, which is an important one even 
yet. It was indeed a time of hope—hope to be 
realised eventually ; but who could have then fore
seen the struggles which would first have to be 
gone through.

No doubt the trade of England was hamperedIrce fraie, 
with restrictions—no doubt the tariff was as full
ot absurdities as the present tariff of the United 
States but looking back through the 
the past fifty 
whether it

events of
years, one may well question 
wise all of a sudden in 1840 to 

tnery principle of trade and axiom of 
politics maintained during the rapid growth of 
the Empire’s greatness. With headlong precipi
tation the work of the statesmen of previous gen
erations was undone. To simplify the tariff “and 
to reduce the duties 
changes incidental to the

was
contradict

on raw materials were
varying currents of 

commerce ; but deliberately to adopt the principle 
that no preferential trade should exist within the 
Empire was to submit questions of the higher 
politics to the sway of maxims of the lower order 
of trade economics. These theories put forth so 
confidently in 1846 have made no converts amon- 
the nations in the course of fifty years, a fact 
which tells against their universal applicability. 
If in 1846 there had existed in England any special 
commercial distress there would have been 
reason for such a revolution ; but trade was good, 
although there had been

mon

series of bad years up
D
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Io 1842. In 1842 trade revived, and from 1843 to 
184;> were prosperous years. For the first time in 
the century consols rose above par—to 101J ; the 
budget of 1844 showed a surplus of <€2,700,000, 
and in 1840 the export trade had increased by 
.€10,000,000. The famine in Ireland would have 
compelled a temporary remission of duties 
foreign corn, hut not necessarily the abandonment 
of the idea of the unity of the Empire.

In 1840 Sir Robert Peel changed his views, and 
by the aid of his political opponents, passed the 
bill which brought ruin to Canada. Lord Elgin, 
in writing to a friend shortly after, said li Peel’s 
“ bill of 1846 drives the whole of the produce 
“ down the New York channels of communica- 
“ tion, destroying the revenue which Canada ex

pected to derive from canal dues, and ruining at 
“ once mill-owners, forwarders and merchants. 
“The consequence is that private property is un
saleable in Canada, and not a shilling can be 

raised on the credit of the province.” 
bright prospects which 
Montreal were

on

Sir Rolierf 
Peel’s Bill.

The
were opening out for 

succeeded by bitter disappoint
ment and general disaster. In 1847 came the 
Irish exodus, and multitudes of destitute and 
fever stricken immigrants were poured upon our 
shores. The quays were crowded, not with busy 
commercial life, but with the poor, and sick and 
dying, who, unassisted by the government of 
England, were thrown upon the charity of the 
colonists. The people of Montreal 
wanting in their efforts to alleviate this flood of 
misery. Many of the citizens, clergy and laity, 
the mayor, Mr. John E. Mills among them, died 
from the fever contracted in their charitable

Ship Fever.
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labours. There was not room in the cemeteries 
to bury those fever-stricken victims, and 
boulder, raised

a huge
pedestal of masonry near the 

approach to the Victoria bridge, marks the spot 
where over 6,000 Irish immigrants were buried 
m that fatal year. Business in 1848 was, if pos
sible, more depressed, and in 1849 political party ,nH?ion and 
strife distracted the city, during which the 
liamcnt building was burned by rioters, and 
consequence the seat of government was shortly 
after removed. The Board of Trade, smarting 
under what they felt to be unjust and undeserved 
treatment, angrily demanded the repeal of the 
navigation laws, and in 1849 the trade of the St.
Lawrence

on a

par
as a

was opened to foreign ships, the last im
perial customs officers were withdrawn shortly 
after, and the “ old order ” passed aw'ay gloomily,
with exasperation, bitter feeling, and ruinous 
losses.

It is not wantonly that these ancient 
have been renewed ; their

griefs viXElgin’8
very memory has 

almost passed away and their bitterness has long 
been forgotten, but it is necessary to recall them 
to explain how and whence the imperial idea re
ceived its first blow, and how7 it happened that, 
in a flush of momentary resentment, a number of 
leading citizens of Montreal signed what is called 
the annexation manifesto of 1849. Lord Elgin, 
then Governor General, truly expressed the feel
ings of the Canadians when he wrote, “ What 
“ rnakes it more serious is that all the property of 
“ which Canada is thus robbed is transplanted to 
“the other side of the lines, as if to make Cana- 
“diaus feel more bitterly how much kinder Eng-
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“ land is to the children who desert her than to 
“ those who remain faithful.”

1850 to 1860 —The New Montreal.

Montreal is not indebted for her present pros
perity solely to the unique advantages of her 
geographical position ; she owes it as much to the 
character and courage of her citizens. As, in the 
changes of the last fifty years, new emergencies 
arose, men were always found who were able to 
adapt the business methods of the city to meet 
the new demands—men who were able leaders, 
born merchants, true captains of industry and 
commerce. It would be invidious to single out 
any among the living—there are many now, mem
bers of the Board of Trade, who are worthy of 
their predecessors, and who are writing their 
names indelibly in the annals of their city. Mont
real has always been “ justified of her children ; ” 
but the story of the last fifty years cannot be told 
without mention of two men, the Honourable John 
Young and Sir Hugh Allan, both of them remark
able for foresight, boldness, resoluteness and 
ability. The ability of the latter was of a more 
practical and successful kind, but the former dur
ing the period under review was at the full height 
of his activity. It had been occasionally mooted 
in letters to newspapers, but no one seriously ad
vocated bridging the St. Lawrence until John 
Young urged it in the “ Economist in 1846 ; ” and he 
was the moving spirit urging on the surveys made 
by Mr. Gay in 1846, Mr. Morton in 1847, Mr. 
Gzowski in 1849, and Mr. Keefer in 1851. He 
was Harbour Commissioner in 1849, member for

I
I Character of 
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I
H

I

,

I

I

■I

I
!

!
I

-ra
fe

.
S3

__
__

_

<2

' ,-a
: 

-x
,v

'
jf 

' 
- -

-n
cm

 m
gr

2T
1

■
a

•a
w



53

Montreal in the legislature in 1850, and in 1851 
he was Minister of Public Works. It has been 
stated previously that the work of deepening 
Lake St. Peter had been abandoned. Mr. Young 
had always warmly advocated following the 
natural channel of the river and now was the 
opportunity to press his views ; which he did 
with characteristic vigour, warmly seconded by 
the Board of Trade. The depth of the ship channel 
to Quebec was then only 11 feet ; and all the trade 
of Montreal was carried on by vessels of 400 tons 
or less. In the year 1850 the work was assigned 
to the Harbour Commissioners ; it was commenced 
in 1851, and belore the close of the season the 
channel was deepened to 13 feet, at the cost, not 
of the general revenue of the country, but of the 
trade of the port.

Montreal had not in 1850 fully recovered its Depression of 
lost ground. The imports were one million 0flr,"k' 
dollars less than in 1842, and the exports only 
slightly exceeded that year in value. Business 
had not been good anywhere since 1846 and, so 
far, free trade had not been of much service to 
England. A disastrous revulsion occurred there 
in 1847, and the revolutionary outbreaks of 1848 
throughout Europe were followed by a period of 
deep depression. Relief was near ; but it was not 
from theories of trade it came, nor from the aban
donment of the traditions of the Empire. It came 
from the accidental discovery of gold in California 
in 1849, and in Australia in 1851. Immediately, Revival, 

business revived everywhere; under protection, in 
the United States and France, and under free 
trade in England, but England had the start in 
ships and factories, and the gold countries were
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English-speaking countries into which the surplus 
and stagnating population and products of Eng
land poured. Trade in Montreal soon felt the 
tide; but 1850 was a dark 
mosities were

year. Political ani- 
still virulent and great fires swept 

off large portions of St. Ann’s, St. Lawrence and 
St. Mary’s suburbs ; but the people had recovered 
their faith in their city and were adapting them
selves to the new conditions. In 1850, for the first 
time, foreign vessels came up to Montreal to take 
m cargo, and, although they still had to clear from 
Quebec, this marked a new departure in our trade. 
In 1851, a census

I

I?I
$

year, prosperity set in under the 
new order, and from that year modern Montreal 
may date its birth. A reference to the tables will 
show the imports increased one-third, the exports 
one-fourth, the ocean tonnage one-fourth, the in
land tonnage nearly one-half. In 1850 commences 
the series ot trade and navigation reports 
The census of 1851 shows the population of the 
city as 57,715, and the revenue of the city $160,226.

MrieS"""8 A commencement had been made to utilise the 
water power on the canal. Mr. Gould had built 
his mill, and mention is made of engine works, 
tobacco factories and 
there were brewers and

i

.

>
a boot and shoe factory ; 

distillery ; but the 
total number of work people is given as only 
609. In fact, very little account is made in the 
census of any manufacturing at all. The year 
1851 marks also the completion of the Cham
plain and St. Lawrence railway to Rouses Point, 
and of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic to Rich
mond. Two great fires occurred in the following 
year. One destroyed the chief business part of 
St. Paul Street, and the other

I a

!

Champlain A- 
St. Lawrence 
Railway.

swept away the
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whole remaining part ot the Quebec suburbs, «rest Fires. 
Business continued good in 1852. A railroad 
opened to Mooer’s Junction on the Ogdeusburg 
road, and the St. Lawrence and Atlantic road 
reached Sherbrooke. The possibility of a bridge 
was demonstrated by Mr. Thomas C. Keefer in a 
report to Mr. Young as president of the projected 
Montreal and Kingston railway, but, in this year, 
both that and the Portland railway were absorbed 
in the Grand Trunk railway, for which Messrs 'rheummi 
Peto, Brassey and Betts obtained the contract, and ^ 
thus the railway era began to dawn.

The year 1853 marks the culmination of the

was

« ., Kra’of the
01 the waterways. It was a year of advance in Walerway8- 
every respect. Imports, exports, ocean and inland 
tonnage increased fifty per cent., the railway 
opened through to Portland, the ship channel 
deepened to 15 feet 2 in., and, most noteworthy of 
all, the Genova arrived, the first ocean steamer to 
reach our city. She was followed by the Sarah 
Sands, and twice by the Lady Eglinton, four 
steamships in all ; but they were small vessels 
and the ocean trade

was
was

calling for larger ships. 
Trade was rapidly changing its methods, and the 
old winter leisure

was

beginning to disappear, for 
goods were arriving all winter at Lougueuil and 
fet. Lambert’s, and the carters had a harvest in 
drawing the goods over the river roads ; but in 
fall and spring, when the ice

was

was forming or 
breaking up, there were many inconveniences for 
merchants, whose business might suffer for a fort
night while their goods were waiting across the 
river. No railway to the west was yet open and 
the Lachine canal had to take all the western 
freight. Its banks were crowded with goods and

1
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its basins thronged with craft. It looked busier 
then than now, although, in fait, the ligures of 
1891 show more than double the inland 
of 1853, for the vessels then 
forwarders 
owners 
was

tonnage 
were smaller. The 

busy and happy, and all the 
of river cralt nourished, for the great west 

at last opened up, and as the water flowed so 
It seemed certain that the produce must llow. Few 
then supposed that railways could 
with

were

ever compete
water-ways for heavy freight. This had yet 

to be learned. The years 1854 and 1855 were years 
ol disillusion. Imports increased but exports fell 
oil'greatly and, if the Grand Trunk Railway had 
not been drawing bills for its expenditure the 
banks would have had difficulty in supplying ex
change to the merchants, 
canals fell off and

l
i Inland traffic on the

severe visitation of cholera 
destroyed retail trade. But there
cumstances of encouragement. On July 20 1854 

Victoria Bridge the first stone of the Victoria Bridge was laid’ 
and, in the same year, the railway was opened to 
Point Levis. The reciprocity treaty was signed 
in June, 1854, and went into effect in Canada in 
October, although it was March of the following- 
year before it was proclaimed in the United States. 
Montreal necessarily prospers or suffers with the 
rest ol Canada, and reaped incidental advantages 
from the reciprocity treaty ; but the treaty did 

specially benefit the city. The year 1854 also 
marks the true

a
were some cir-

ji

not
commencement of the movement 

which has made this city a great manufacturing 
centre, for then Mr. John Redpath established his 
great sugar refinery, the effect of which on the 
commerce of the port may be seen in the sudden 
and permanent rise in the quantity of

Manufacture?.

raw sugar
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imported, thus affording occasion for an increase 
of direct trade with the sugar-growing countries. 
Up to this time the city was solely a commercial 
city, but a reference to the census table will show 
how rapidly manufactures grew into importance. 
Mr. Redpath was the real pioneer of the industrial
movement.

The commercial 
well cause

prospects of the city might Kaiiw 
anxiety, for now the fact . 

startling light that the railways, and not the 
water-ways, were to be the chief channels of trade 
As soon as the preferential duties on corn were 
abolished in England the produce of the west fol- 
°wed, in steadily increasing volume, the Erie 

canal to the point of shipment on the seaboard • 
but in 1854 the New York railway system had 
been completed and, at numerous points on the 
lake and river shores, the trade o the western 
states, and even of Ontario, was drawn away from 
Montreal. It is true the river channel had been 
deepened to 18* feet ; but the ocean steamers had 
been growing larger and had outstripped that
epth. It is true the St. Lawrence___ _

and still are, the grandest system of water 
in the world, and the Erie canal is 
comparison, but New York is 
round

ayi.
came into

canals were, 
routes 

a mere ditch in 
open all the year 

aud there are 27 feet at low water on the bar 
of the harbour. So in 1854 and 1855 no ocean steam
ers visited our city, and the tables show how 
alarmingly trade fell off in all directions. The 
Mew York railways reaped the full benefit of the 
reciprocity treaty in the increase of trade from 
western Canada while the Grand Trunk railway 
had reached only to Brockville. It was now that 
the indomitable energy of the people showed it-
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self. They determined to deepen the channel to 20 
feet, and the Allan Brothers, always in the van of 

(W Navigu- ocean navigation, established the Montreal Ocean 
Steamship Company, which commenced, in 1856, 
a fortnightly service with four steamers. The city 
sprang to life again. Once more the tide of trade 

Toronto8'" *" ^egan to sot into its former channels. The first 
train from Montreal to Toronto left on October 27, 
and in November, 1856, the Grand Trunk line was 
opened to Stratford. The occasion was celebrated 
by a fête, into which the citizens put all their 
energies ; they sent invitations to leading people 
in all the cities of Canada, and balls, illuminations 
and rejoicings expressed their hopes and aspira
tions. In this year also the present water-works 
were completed with the exception of the upper 
reservoir.

The year 1857 will ever be memorable for the 
extraordinary commercial crisis which shook the 
United States business centres to their foundations 
and shattered the strongest houses in the great 
cities. It was a credit panic and passed swiftly over 
the commercial world like a tornado ; but its chief 
weight fell upon the United States. Every bank 
in the Union, but one, suspended payment, and in 
Canada, especially in the west, where there had 
been a great expansion, its effects were severely 
felt. Fortunately the Bank of Montreal has always 
been under the management of a board of resident 
merchants bound up with the fortunes of the city, 
and Mr. David Davidson, its cashier at that time, 
was one of those unusually able and resolute men 
who in a time of crisis are the salvation of a com
munity. He practically carried the merchants of 
Montreal through that panic, not only the cus-

The Panic of 
1857.
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tomers of his own bank but, , , many from other
banks, and at that period the Bank of Montreal 
reached the proud pre-eminence which it has ever 
since maintained. Mr. Davidson founded a school 
of banking in Canada, in which many of the able 
bankers who have since presided over the monied 
institutions of the country were formed, but the 
Bank ot Montreal is the especial pride of its 
city, and the group of able men who since his 
ime have wielded its enormous capital with such 

surprising skill have been most potent factors in 
the rapid advancement of Montreal.

If, as has been shown, the “forties” ended with Results of ,he 
disaster, the “ fifties ” ended with prosperity and™"' 
hope. On December 17, 1859, the Victoria Brid 
was completed, the Grand Trunk railway was 
open to Lake Huron on the west and to Portland 
on the Atlantic—the Allans had

own

ge

weekly line of 
oceau steamers, and a number of important factories 
had been established on the Lachine Canal.

18t>0 to 1870—Completion 
Trunk System.

of the Grand

And now, in 1860, commenced another decade 
of progress, in which the past 
struggles of our city
and, as if to mark the commencement of an 
auspicious era, the Prince of Wales, representing visit of h.r.h. 
the majesty of the Empire, came out to Canada w»™"ce "f 
to open the Victoria Bridge and to see what man- 
ner of people were his gracious mother’s lie^e 
subjects in North America, 
that occasion can have 
annals of

sorrows and 
well nigh forgotten.were

The festivities of 
no place in these dry 

commerce, but the following year
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(1861), being a census year, must detain 
attention. The population was 90,323, an in
crease of 64 per cent ; the city revenue had, from 
$160,226, reached $468,961 ; and the assessed 
value of real estate was $28,976,270. The ship 
channel had been deepened to 18 feet, an ocean 
steamship line had been established, the import 
trade was double and the export trade was five 
fold that of 1851. On the canal the Redpaths’ 
refinery was in full working activity, and the 
customs returns show that while 13,573,044 lbs. 
of raw sugar were brought, into the city in 1858, 
only 461,) 12 lbs. were imported refined. This 
census is the first which seems to have cared to 
take trouble with statistics of manufactures; 
for it gives the number of establishments as 141, 
and the value of the total product as $5,189,881. 
Axe and tool factories, soap factories, nail fac
tories, rubber factories, rolling mills, and many 
other factories are mentioned, and from this time 
the manufacturing era may be said to have com
menced.

of havi 
of circi 
campai 
could l 
of nove 
tunatel 
ber of 
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in a coi 
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Montreal had, in 1861, fairly started on almost 
all the lines of its succeeding progress. And the 
figures in the table for this decade will not need 

Wars and Ru-much comment. In 1861 the southern rebellion
mours of War. broke out, and the civil war lasted four years, 

during which it seemed more than once possible 
that war might break out between Great Britain 
and the United States. The Trent affair once 
more brought a strong garrison to Montreal ; for, 
as it is the strategic point of Canada, the strength 
of any hostile attack would no doubt have been 
spent there. The - heerful versatility of the citi
zens was for a while exercised by the possibility

*
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of having to contend with the completely new set 
of circumstances likely to arise during a winter 
campaign ; tor, as the number of British troops 
could not be large, it was clear that a good deal 
of novel work would fall upon the militia. For
tunately the danger soon passed, but a larg 
her ol people from the Southern States came to 
Montreal, and the United States government 
in a constant fret about their sayings, although, 

to their doings, our own government took care 
that no violation of the laws of international 
comity should occur. A little more reciprocity 
in that direction would have been agreeable ; 
but in despite of Fenian invasions, although the 
“ sixties ” had their own anxieties, there 
business troubles, and the figures in the table for 
this decade show a steadily increasing and pros
perous trade. In 1863 a large tea business 
menced, which was carried on by direct ship
ments from China and the east until the opening 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Raw

e num-

was

as

were no

Foreign Trade.com-

sugars
also, irom Java and Brazil, contributed to in
crease the volume of trade with the sugar-grow
ing countries. In 1864 the steam tonnage 
36 per cent of the total ocean tonnage, and, 
before the end of the decade, it increased to 50 
per cent. The ship channel, by the year 1865, 
had been deepened to the proposed 20 feet, and 
by 1866 the wharfage accommodation had been 
quadrupled and had attained a length of 317 
miles. In 1864 the fiscal year of Canada was 
made to terminate on June 30, instead of Decem
ber 31st, and this must be borne in mind in reading 
the appended tables of imports and exports, for 
they are given from the official returns, while the

was
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Board of Trade figures usually cover the calendar 
year. Reference to these tables will show that, 
comparing the figures of 1861 with those of 1870,’ 
there was an increase of 50 per cent in the com- 

of the city, and this in spite of the abroga
tion of the reciprocity treaty with the United 
States, which occurred in 1866. On July 1st, 
1867, the confederation of the
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Confederation.

provinces was
consummated, and the Dominion of Canada 
continental political state dates from that day.

The reciprocity treaty, as before remarked 
of little special interest to Montreal, 
dency was to draw trade away across the border 
to the south', and whatever advantage accrued to 
Montreal was

as a
Abrogation of
Reciprocity
Treaty. , was 

Its ten-

indirect, through such benefits as 
it may have conferred upon the people of Canada 
taken generally. Much stress was laid at first 
upon the supposed balance of trade in arguing 
that Canada derived more benefit from it than 
the United States, but it was demonstrated at the 
time that the balance was largely against Canada. 
The reason put forward for its abrogation 
that the burden of taxation incident to the 
duly weighted the United States farmer while 
giving to the Canadian farmer a corresponding 
advantage. Reasons in the political order also, 
no doubt, had weight in the decision of the 
United States government, and local influences 
opposed to the treaty contributed to the result. 
The “ sixties ” passed away without any farther 
events of importance. In consequence of the 
abrogation of the treaty a direct trade in lumber 
was opened with South America ; this decade 
also saw the beginning of the cheese export trade, 
which has now assumed such great proportions.
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The Grand Trunk railway during this period Rail* 
attained its full development, and beyond ques-te'"' 
tion much of the steady increase in the trade of 
Montreal was due to its influence. In Ontario 
several systems of railways were completed, and 
the Great Western road assisted largely in the 
rapid growth of many western cities. Many of 
<he smaller roads were absorbed by the Grand 
Trunk, and the Victoria Bridge was the only 
bridge on the St. Lawrence east of Niagara. Win
ter and summer the warehouses of the merchants 
were busy. The Montreal ocean steamers sailed 
from Portland in the winter, and business went 
on after the close of navigation without inter
ruption. It was a period of quiet prosperity in 
business, with only Fenian invasions to relieve 
the monotony of progress.

ay Sy«-

1870 to 1880—The Era of Vicissitudes.

The year 1871 was a census year, and therefore ce 
it becomes possible to obtain

DSU8
Statistics.some details of pro

gress which cannot be got out of the trade and 
navigation reports. The population had increased 
to 107,225 and the city revenue to $848,380. The 
assessed value of real estate had reached $53 992 - 
000, nearly double that of 1861. Business’was 
very good during the first four years of this de
cade. Ocean steamers... rapidly supplanting
sailing vessels, and year by year the proportion of 
steam tonnage increased, until in 1879 it reached 
<5 percent of the whole. The work of deepen- 
mg the channel went on ; for, when the proposed 
unit of 20 feet had been attained, it was decided 

that the increasing draught of ocean shipping re-
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quired 25 feet. The prosperity of the 
of the city appears in the table for the decade to 
have extended almost up to 1875, but a new ele
ment is shown in the census figures—the manu
facturing interest—which received special care in 
the enumeration. The total product in 1871 
amounted in value to $32,727,946, almost as much 
as the total imports. The capital invested 
$11,101,131; the value of the raw materials was 
$19,037,962; the amount of annual

commerce
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wages was
$5,195,668, and the number of working people 
21,817. From this time forward the manufacturing 
interest played an important part in the commer
cial historÿ of Montreal.

oft ST 0ue of th,‘ conditions of the accession of British 
nenta?Railway Columbia to the confederation was that, within 

ten years, a railway should be constructed to the 
Pacific and, in 1871, the preliminary surveys were 
commenced; in 1872 the Pacific Railway Act 
passed and the point of departure on the east was 
fixed at Lake Nipissing, thus leaving to the vari
ous cities concerned the task of making thei 
connections. This was a very critical period in 
the history of Montreal, and the action of its 
citizens can only be explained by a survey of its 
position as a railway centre.

In 1871 the Grand Trunk railway possessed, in 
winter every inlet and every outlet of the city of 
Montreal. It had, as before stated, absorbed the 
railway to Portland and, since then, had 
chased the railway to Rouse’s Point; even the 
railways to Lachine and from Caughnawaga to 
Mooer’s Junction were held by this company, and, 
moreover, the direction of the company was not ' 
in Canada but in England, and was therefore out

was
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of touch with the Canadian people. Some of the Busin 
cities of western Canada, and especially Toronto, 
had, however, by means of the Great Western 
railway, an independent connection with the 
New \ ork system at Niagara, and therefore Tor
onto was a competing point while Montreal 
not, and the merchants of the latter city had to 
pay during winter double the freight on their im- 
poits from hngland which was demanded from 
the merchants of Toronto 300 miles further west.
In this way the trade of the city as a distributing 
point was being undermined. The export trade 
was suffering in a worse way,for the Grand Trunk 
railway had extended its connections to Chicago, 
and in fall and winter would engage through 
freight from Chicago and Cincinnati to Portland, 
with which it filled the steamers of the Allan line, 
while the exporters of Montreal, who had no 
other outlet, had to wait for cars upon which to 
load the produce which was accumulating in 
their warehouses. Many complaints had pre
viously been made, but, in December, 1873, what 
was called the “ annual lock-out ” was unusually 
acute, and a formal correspondence with protests 
and counter-protests took place between the 
Steamship Company, the Railway Company and 
the Corn Exchange. The facts were embodied in 
a report made by a committee and adopted unani
mously by the assembled merchants ; they 
be summarized as follows 1st. That the 
mulated stock of grain held for want of railway 
facilities on December 15th in the public 
houses at Montreal

1 8»
Hanger.».

was

may
accu-

ware-
was 1,031,359 bushels of grain 

and 89,651 barrels of flour. 2nd. That while the 
rate of through freight for provisions to Liver-
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fill

pool Irom Cincinnati, I, VJ8 miles from the 
was 80 cents, ami lrom Chicago, 1.14.r> miles,
90 cents, it was 03 emits per 10C lbs. from Mon
treal, only 1207 miles from the sea. 3rd. That while 
trains were rolling over the Victoria Bridge tilled 
with United States products the Canadian ship
pers could not get ears to carry away their pro
duce for shipment. After all their struggles and 
sacrifices it had come to this, that the trade of 
Montreal stood in danger of slow strangulation. 
While matters stood in this position a railway, 
called the Northern Colonization railway, from 
Montreal to Ottawa, was actively advocated, with 
a branch line of about 14 miles to St. Jerome, a 
village on the North Hiver. This road had boon 
originally projected in 1808 by Father I,abolie, a 
patriotic French Canadian priest, the curé of St. 
Jerome, as a wooden railway from Montreal to 
his own village, in order to open up the north 
country to colonization (hence its name), but 
Sir Hugh Allan took it up and made Ottawa its 
objective point. At Ottawa it was to connect with 
a road in progress to Toronto to meet the Great 
Western road and another in progress to Georgian 
Bay, which latter w’ould moreover join the pro
jected main Pacific line at its eastern terminus 
Lake Nipissing The enthusiastic curé moved his 
compatriots as one man and, as Sir Hugh Allan 
had the capital and the ability, the scheme of this 
little road became the pivot upon which the 
nection of Montreal with the Pacific turned, for 
the citizens of Montreal, lew of whom had ever 
seen or cared for St. Jerome, but all of whom saw 
the peril of their city, voted a subsidy of a million 
dollars by an overwhelming majority on a by
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law specially proposed to the mass of the citizens. 
Everything moved quickly then. There 
time to mature another scheme and, absurd 
appeared on the surface to make such a grant to 
so small a railway, the people perceived the real 
issue involved and granted the money. A few 
weeks afterwards Sir Hugh obtained the contract 
to build the Canadian Pacific road, and for that 
purpose organized a company of which he became 
president.

It is no part of the object of this paper to dis 
or even relate, the events which shortly 

afterwards occurred, inasmuch as they lie mainly 
in the political order ; it is sufficient to say that 
the contract fell through in consequence of a 
change of ministry, and for five years the new 
government went on with the Pacific railway 
as a government work in sections remote from 
Montreal. These connecting roads just referred 
to went on, though more slowly because of the 
bad times which commenced in 1874, and 
struction was continued for five years until 1879. 
The table for the decade will indicate the dura
tion of the period of depression ; but still, though 
these were years of great commercial disaster— 
though it seemed that good times would 
return a totally new business sprang up, in the 
exportation of cattle, which by 1879 had assumed 
large proportions. The export cheese trade alsoN 
expanded greatly, and during the years of political 
quiet in South America there was a good trade in 
exporting lumber thither. Large cotton mills 
established at Hochelaga in 1872 and the silk 
manufacture was introduced in 1876. In 1875 the 
Intercolonial Railway was opened, and afforded a
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new outlet to the ocean independent of bonding- 
privileges through the United States. The the ba 
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com
mercial outlook was very gloomy however during- 
the latter half ol the decade ; the collapse of trade 
which occurred in 1873 in the United States 
reached Canada in the latter part of 1874. Manu
factures ceased to be remunerative, and in 1876 
the Redpaths closed down their sugar refinery 
and paid off their hands. The export values 
fairly kept up, however, though profits 
unsatisfactory. The depression was not peculiar 
to Canada, but extended throughout the world. 
There was no sudden panic, soon passing over as 
1857, but à steady shrinkage in values of all 
kinds. In 1880, as the figures in the table will 
show, there was very marked improvement in all 
branches of trade and a new item of export 
began to assume importance, that of phosphates 
or mineral manure.

were
were very

1880 to 1890—The Realization of a Dream.

The decade 1880-90 was a most important one 
in the history of Montreal. The improvement in 
business continued. Sugar refining had been re
sumed in 1879 and a second large sugar refinery 
was established. A railway to Quebec on the 
north shore of the St. Lawrence was completed 
in the same year. The ocean channel was deepen
ed to the proposed depth of 25 feet in 1882, but, 
in view of the still increasing size of ocean steam
ships, it was decided to increase the depth to 27$ 
feet, which was accomplished in 1888. The depth 
of the channel at low water from the ocean to 
Montreal is now as great as that at low tide on

Improvement.
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the bar of New York harbour. The table shows Expand™, 
that the imports and exports and ocean tonnage TraJe‘ 
largely increased and the proportion of steamships 
varied between 83 per cent and 91 percent of the 
whole. The inland tonnage exceeded, twice during 
the decade, one million tons. The harbour was ex
tended to accommodate this expanding trade, and 
by 1882 the length of wharf accommodation had 
attained 4'7 miles. Railroad tracks were laid alono- 
the wharves and the work of loading and unload" 
ing went on night and day for, first of all cities, 
Montreal adopted electric lighting for its harbour 
The export of phosphates increased to 24,290 tons 
in 1885. The cattle trade maintained a rapid ad- 

all through the decade, reaching an export 
figure ol 123,136 head in 1890, and the cheese trade 
more than doubled in the ten years. The farmers 
seemed to have turned their attention mainly to 
cheese ; for the butter trade declined to a very low 
point.

In 1881 the decennial
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■ mcensus was taken and the Census of issi. 
population was found to be 155,237. The assessed 
value of real estate that year was $66,483,810, and 
the revenue of the city had grown to $1,634,413.
But the increase in the manufacturing interests 
shown by the census was surprising. The capital 
invested was found to be $32,185,691 ; the value 
ot the raw material was $32,484,005, and the value 
of the manufactures produced was $52,509,710.
There were

ln

1,467 manufacturing establishments ' 
employing 33,355 people and paying out annually 
$8,925,865 in wages.

Considering that this immense interest was the Montreal»Free 
growth of barely 25 years, this result is very re- P°rl' 
markable, and it should be noted that it was ac-

[■
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companied by the very large increase above noted 
in the commerce of the port. The year 1888 is 
remarkable for the fact that the government 
sumed the debt the Harbour Commissioners had 
contracted for deepening the ship channel, and 
thus the shipping trade of Montreal was relieved 
from very heavy dues for interest. Montreal be
came then practically a free port for ocean shipping, 
the tonnage dues formerly levied being abolished.

But the most important change occurred during 
this decade in the position of Montreal as a rail
way centre. The critical position of the trade of 
the city in ,1873 has been pointed out. Every 
cess by rail was then in the control of 
poration, the head olhee of which was in Eng
land. Before ten years had passed Montreal had 
become as important a railway centre as it is of 
inland navigation, and yet the water-borne trade 
largely increased its tonnage, as the figures in the 
tables clearly show.

Attention has before been called to the fact that 
Montreal has been exceptionally endowed with a 
succession of very able citizens who have from 
time to time left the impress of their strong per
sonality upon her commercial fortunes. Only 
two or three have been mentioned among those 
who have passed away, but now in the period 
presently under review a group of men appeared 

. of remarkable ability and courage who, gathering 
round them men of great executive force and sus
tained by the national spirit of the country, or
ganized that wonderful system of railways the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. They could not have 
succeeded if the government had not supported 
them, and the government would not have dared
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to extend such a measure of support if the people 
of Canada had not wished it, but with all the 
support they received, nothing but a most unusual 
combination of courage, skill, judgment and good 
tort une could have achieved such a success. The 
first settlement on the British territory of the 

i year younger than the Montreal 
Board of Trade. It was Sir Alex. Mackenzie, a 
Montrealer, who, first of white men, crossed the 
Rocky Mountains and reached, from the interior 
the shores of the Northern Pacific Ocean, and it 
was fitting that men like him identified with 
Montreal should, in less than one hundred years 
after, have made so broad and

Pacific coast is

open a highway 
the trail which his footsteps first had traced. 

Alter the abandonment of the 
Sir Hugh Allan the

over
contract with The Canadian

government carried on the 
« oustruction of the Pacific Railway under its 
management, but a change of ministry occurred 
m 1878, and the incoming Government resumed 
the policy ot building the road under contract 
with private individuals. On October 21, 1880, a 
contract was concluded with the present Cana
dian Pacific Railway Company, of which the 
moving spirits were Montrealers.

own

eu . Mr. George
Stephen (now Lord Mouut-Stephen) became pre
sident, Mr. Donald A. Smith (now Sir Donald) 
vice-president. Among the directors were Messrs. 
R. B. Angus, Duncan McIntyre and C. D. Rose, all 
of whom were Montrealers, though Mr. Rose was 
resident in England. The company took over 
the work which had been done hy the govern
ment and undertook to complete the whole road 
by May 1st, 1891. On the 28th of June, 
the first through train to the Pacific

1
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B'Montreal for the newly created city of Vancouver, 

the Pacilic terminus of the road.
An achievement like this cannot be adequately 

related in a short essay. It is unequalled by any
thing which has been done anywhere during the 
century, and Montreal in 1890, through the 
cess of the Canadian Pacific Railway, became in 
six years one of the most important railway 
centres on the continent, for the operations of 
the company were not confined to the road to the 
Pacific, immense as was that undertaking. The 
headquarters of the whole system are at Mont
real and the main route to the Pacific 
through it ; but, in addition, Montreal has 
another route to Boston, to New York, to Toronto, 
and to the west and north of Ontario, to Quebec, 
to St. John, N. B , and to Halifax, N. S. On that 
beautiful summer evening of the 28th of June, 
1886, when the first train for Vancouver quietly 
glided out of the Dalhousie Square station those 
who loved Montreal, and who does not love it 
who has ever lived there, felt, that though in 
future years the vicissitudes incident to all 
human affairs might from time to time 
individuals and even classes of business men ; yet 
that, after many trials, the future of their fair city 
was at last as secure, under the new dispensation 
of railways, as when she sat in the old days alone, 
queen of the water-ways, holding the keys of the 
gateway of the stately St. Lawrence.
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LEADING FACTS CONCERNING

Imports, 12 months to July 1st.........
Exports “ «
Sea-going vessels, number during the 

“ tonnage “

MONTREAL IN 1891.

$45,492,267 
32,284,055 Trade in 189L

season, 725
...........938,657
...............5,268
.......1,119,484

-..159,672,035
.......6,887,677
....... 6,725.620
....... 1,349,993
■•..18,651,409
.........108,947
...........32,157
............14,735
......... 306,935
.. 2,159,872

•. 91 p. c. 
..5.02 miles. 
...27j feet. 
5,362 acres. 
-.133 miles, 
..464 acres.
• •617j acres.

Inland vessels, number during th 
“ tonnage “

e season

Imports, Raw Sugar, lbs..........
Tea, lbs. (fiscalyear)..

Exports, Butter, lbs..................
Cheese, boxes.............
Breadstuffs, bushels..
Cattle..........................
Sheep...........................

Phosphate, tons.........................
Apples, brls.................................
Lumber, value...........................

1 roportion of Ocean Steamships
Wharfage accommodation.........
Depth of Channel.......................
Ares of City (exclusive of park).
Aggregate length of streets........
Mount Royal Park,
Total area of Parks

SOME ITEMS FROM INLAND REVENUE

—ANNUAL PRODUCT.
Tobacco manufactured—lbs. (fiscal year)...
Cigars
Cigarettes
Malt Liquors, gallons, (fiscal year)

area

AND CENSUS RETURNS

• 6,614,168 Manufactures, 
■60,203,600 1891,

41.412,420 
.3,729,466

number '•

MONTREAL OF TO-DAY.
Before closing this sketch it seems. ,. , appropriate

to add a short summary of the present state and 
prospects of Montreal as shown by the census of 
1891 and the latest trade returns. The tables 
given elsewhere bring the figures down to the y, 
1890 inclusive; the following table embodies 
lew leading facts of later date
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Boots and Shoes, product (census) value
Cotton Cloth, value .............................
Nut and Bolt Factories, value.................
Nail and Tack “ «
Rolling Stock, value..................................
Rolling Mills “ ...................................
Rubber Factories, value...........................
Silk Factories, value..................................
Shirt, Collar and Tie Factories, value.... 
Clothing Factories, value...........................

$4,738,209 
1,850,010 

271,090 
864,300 

3,770,973 
1,0110,000 
1,395,000 

460,000 
1.505,509 
3,087,313

The reader has now traced the growth of the 
town of 44,000 people to the present city of 215,050. 
The area of buildings which, in 1844, was cramped 
in between Dorchester street and the river, and 
between McGrill street and Dalhousie square, has 
extended over 5,362 acres, or nearly nine square 
miles. The narrow lanes, with their dull mediaeval 
aspect, have made way for broad streets, which 
reach an aggregate length of 133 miles. The chief 
thoroughfares are well paved ; the average of the 
street architecture, without losing the solidity of 
old Montreal, is better in style than that of any 
other city of its size. The total area set aside for 
parks and squares is 617£ acres ; in addition to 
which the citizens have the present use of St. 
Helen’s Island as a summer resort. Mount Royal 
Park is by general assent conceded to be, in re
spect to its natural advantages, one of the most 
beautiful parks in the world, and it is year by 
year being improved. In it the citizens of Mon
treal have a breathing space of 464 acres, laid out 
with drives of noble prospect and rambles of 
charming variety. The city is orderly, well 
policed and exceptionally free from serious crime. 
The sanitary condition of the city is supervised by 
a special staff of medical men and inspectors, and,
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since the epidemic of small-pox in 1885, the public 
vaccinators have met with the fullest co operation 
by the people, so that not a single death by that 
disease is recorded after the year 1886. Improve
ments in sanitation are no doubt yet to be de
sired, but not more than in other cities, and the 
progress in this direction has been rapid, and is 
steadily advancing.

Ine growth oi the trade o the city is best seeu!jir"”,*10f
by the tables. The manufacturing output in 1891 
reached nearly seventy-three millions of dollars, 
and the imports and exports amounted in the 
aggregate to nearly seventy-eight millions. The 
table for 1891 will show details of some of the 
items which form these amounts, but other 
branches of trade continually being opened up. 
The fruit trade has reached large proportions, and 
a line of steamers trading with the Mediterrai 
ports has made the city a most important market 
for fruit. In 1892 a direct steamship line for the 
fruit trade with the West Indies was inaugurated. 
A Montreal firm lately purchased a banana planta
tion in Jamaica of 990 acres, and last summer, for 
the first time, four direct cargoes of bananas arrived 
in the port. Another new steamer specially con
structed for the trade will be added next summer. 
These steamers trade to four ports in Jamaica, 
carrying out lumber, oats, flour, cheese, butter,’ 
etc., for which they get good freights, and bring 
back bananas, copoa-nuts, oranges and other tropi
cal fruits. This trade may be expected to grow 
steadily.
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Trade, 18i»2. Some figures showing the business of 1892 

to hand fts this passes through the press, viz. :__
Exports, year ending June 30, 1892.............
Imports “ “ «
Sea-going Vessels during the season of 1892,

“ tonnage...............................
Inland vessels, number...................................

“ “ tonnage...............................

wharve 
early a 
Pari i air 
and uk 
ascertai 
the cam 
street, i 
below t 
property 
which > 
scheme 
connecti 
water hi 
to reconc 
sible ; f< 
valley h 
eers of - 
river si 
Bridge ; 
harbour 
the bush 
canal. IV 
a plan fo 
but recoi 
attention 
Another 
hour fror 
Pier. P] 
Trudeau, 
in conjui 
intendeni 
schemes 
of docks 
work of < 
the river

are

...............$42,918,109

.............. $49,000,238
number............. 735
.................. 1,030,707

.......................... 5,200
...................1,049,000

It should be noted that, for the first time in the 
history of the city, the ocean tonnage passes into 
the millions. The increase over last year was 
nearly 100,000 tons, but only ten more vessels 
arrived, indicating the effect of the deepened chan
nel upon the size of vessels frequenting the port.

It has been shown how the little port of Mon
treal, with its# pring and fall fleet of sailing __ 
sels of 400 tons, gradually grew into a port with 

five miles of wharfage and accommodating 
steamships of the largest size. At the lowest 

water, vessels drawing 27J- feet can steam up from 
sea and lie at our wharves. During the spring 
and summer, when the water is high, there is 
depth of 30 feet in the channel, and on December 
1, 1892, the depth of water in the harbour was 28 
feet 3 inches. A few more details 
however, regarding

ves-

over
ocean

a

are necessary,

THE HARBOUR.

few questions have so divided public opinion 
in Montreal as that of the best method of enlarging 
and improving the harbour. The schemes 
posed may be classed under two heads :

1st. Those which proposed to afford the requisite 
accommodation by a system of docks ; and 2nd, 
those which provided deep-water piers and

Plans for 
Enlargement.

pro-

#
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wharves along the river front. The matter, as 
early as 1823, became the subject of an Act of 
J arliament in connection with the Lachine Canal, 
and under it a commission was appointed to 
ascertain the value of the land required to bring 
the canal, along the valley now known as Craig 
street, in rear of the town and out at Hochelaga 
below the current St. Mary. The value of the 
property to be acquired was found to be $65,472, 
which was thought excessive at that time, but the 
scheme has been revived several times since in 
connection with docks at Viger Square and a deep
water basin at Hochelaga. This plan had much 
to recommend it, and, at that early day, was fea
sible; for the little stream which ran along the 
valley had not then been covered in. Many engin
eers of eminence favoured plans for docks in the 
river shallows extending below the Victoria 
"ridge ; but the merchants objected to having the 
harbour cut off from the city and the
the business of the port to the south side of the 
canal. Mr. John C. Trautwine proposed, in 1858, 
a plan for docks in Griffin town, north of the canal 
but recommended the citizens rather to turn their 
attention to improving the present harbour. 
Another proposal was to enclose the whole har
bour front, aud to construct lock-gates at Victoria 
Pier. Plans for this were elaborated by Mr. T 
Trudeau, recently Deputy Minister of Railways 
m conjunction with the late Mr. Sippell, super
intendent of the canal ; but, one by one, all the 
schemes for improving the harbour by means 
of docks were abandoned. In the meantime the 
work of deepening and building wharves alon«- 
the river front went on continually, and the

transfer of
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Board of Harbour Commissioners, thus, year 
by year, met the growing requirements of 
commerce until, in 1875, the question was again 
considered by a commission of three eminent en
gineers, Mr. ltobert Bruce Bell of Glasgow, Major- 
General Newton of the U. S. Corps of Engineers, 
and Mr. Sandford Fleming of Ottawra, who made 
an exhaustive report in 1878.

At length, in 1886 and 1887, occurred two very 
serious inundations of the lower levels of the city, 
due to the blocking of the ice in the river channel 
belowr. The Harbour Commission, in concert 
with the City Council and with the concurrence 
of the Dotninion Government and of the Board of 
Trade, then took up the matter anew, and a plan 
elaborated by Mr. Kennedy, the engineer to the 
Commission, was adopted, which combined the 
extension of the harbour with the protection of 
the lower parts of the city from floods. This plan 
was approved by Mr. Perley, Engineer to the 
Department of Public Works, and by Mr. St. 
George, the City Surveyor, and is now being 
carried out at the joint expense of the harbour 
and the city. A sketch of the completed plan 
is attached to this work.

Financial Institutions.

It has already been observed that the Bank of 
Montreal is one of the institutions of which the 
citizens are especially proud. It wras founded in 
1817 by a company of merchants, and is the oldest 
institution of the kind in Canada. An Act of 
incorporation was not obtained until 1821, and, 
having been reserved for consideration by the 
home government of those days after the usual

Plan adoi'ted.

Bank of 
Montreal.
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custom, it was not proclaimed as law until 1822 
The capital stock was fixed at £250,000 (nearly a 
million and a quarter dollars) a sum which seems 
arge for a town of less than 20,000 inhabitants. 

The charter was renewed from time to time as it 
expired and the capital increased, 
attained the sum of $12,000,000 with 
$6,000,000. The Bank of Montreal is 
to capital, the largest colonial bank, but it is the

thu "fth hrge8t

stock bank in the world.

m
É

until it has now
a rest of

not only, as

eighth largest joint-

This large capital is
ches extending over the whole of Canada^ 
ches are also established at London, New York 
and Chicago. This system of branches, generally 
adoptee by the Canadian banks, facilitates the 
movement of capital to those places where it 
can be most profitably employed and is 
suitable to

em ’mi
bran- tl I

m

especially
growing country.

The charter of the bank marked it from the first 
as a Montreal institution. ^
could not vote at stockholders’ meetings, and 
directors could be selected only among British 
subjects who had resided in the province for seven 
years and m the city at least three years. The 
bank therefore became identified with the for
tunes of the city, and its great success is an 
evidence of the commercial ability of the mer
chants who have successively administered it 
Excepting for three years, 1824 to 1827, the bank 
has been steadily prosperous. Dividends were 
then stopped for five years until the lost capital 
was made up. That was the period of the great

a

?Foreigners or aliens
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$6,000,000 
2,725.000 
1,180,000 

480,000 
175,000 
200,000

810,7:10,000

Rest.Capital.

812,000,000
0,000,000
2,000,000
1,200,000

500,000
710,000
500,000

822,010,000
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crash which broke up the country banks and 
revolutionized the banking system of England.

The Bank of Montreal has long been the official 
bank of the Government of Canada, and in 1892 
it became the financial agent of the Canadian 
Government in London in place of Glyn, Mills 
& Co. and Barings.

There are many banks in Montreal whose head 
offices are elsewhere, but a notice of the city 
would be incomplete without mention of the 
Merchants Bank, an institution (originally founded 
by the Allan family) with $6,000,000 capital and 
$2,725,000 rest, with thirty branches, including 
those in New York and Chicago. This bank 
through exceptionally able management has at- 

Moisons'Bank.taiued a very important position. The Molsons 
Bank also, founded in 1855 by a family promi
nent in Montreal for ninety years, is another 
domestic institution. Its capital is $2,000,000, 
with a rest of $1,150,000, and it has twenty-two 
branches. Much of the stock of the other Cana
dian banks is owned in Montreal, but the follow
ing is a list of those only which have their head 
offices and chief management here. The special 
charters of all the banks are no\v merged in a 
general Banking Act.

Merchants’
Bank.

.*

I

l

Bank of Montreal................
Merchants Bank of Canada .
Molsons Bank......................
Banque du Peuple ................
Jacques Cartier Bank..........
Banque d'Hochelaga............
Ville-Marie Bank.................
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Thus far the attention of the reader has been Education, 

directed to Montreal in its material aspects, but 
the city has another side ; it is an educational 
centre, where advantages inferior to 
America are

none in
provided for students in all branches 

of the arts and sciences. All this has grown up 
in less than fifty years, and McGill University, in 
its present active and vigorous life, is the especial 
creation of the merchants of Montreal, endowed 
by the product of their labours. It is an unde
nominational university, to which are affiliated 
lour theological colleges for degrees in divinity 
The university has a faculty of Arts, a faculty of 
Applied Science, a faculty of Law, and a faculty 
of Medicine. The teaching staff consists ol sixty- 
six professors. One hundred and seventeen stu
dents graduated during last session, and there 
were last year nine hundred and ten students at
tending lectures. The faculty of Applied Science 
is unsurpassed in America, and during the past two 
years has been endowed by merchants and 
facturers of Montreal with great liberality.

Laval University, founded originally at Quebec 
by Royal Charter and under a special Papal Bull, 
has now a distinct branch at Montreal. It is à 
Roman Catholic institution teaching in the French 
language, and has faculties of Theology, of Law, 
of Medicine and of Arts. Its teaching staff at 
Montreal is very complete and large numbers of 
students attend its courses of lectures.

manu-

These are the leading educational institutions, 
but there are many others very important which 
the limited space of this paper will not permit 
mention of, and which, with those above men-
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tioned attract so many students that the city has 
become an important scholastic centre.

The activity of the people of Montreal during 
the last fifty years has also displayed itself 
derfully in charitable institutions. The numerous 
religious orders carry on their own work 
large scale, but the merchants and manufacturers 
of the city have founded and are supporting three 
hospitals, which may be regarded as the special 
results of business success—the Montreal General 
Hospital, the Notre Dame Hospital, and the Royal 
Victoria Hospital, all three equipped with the 
most approved appliances. The extensive build
ings of the Royal Victoria Hospital are just com
pleted and the staff is being organized. It would 
transcend the scope of this paper to mention 
in the most cursory way the Hotel Dieu and the 
other numerous special hospitals and asylums for 
the blind, the deaf and dumb, the insane and the 
aged. These for the most part are in some way con
nected with religious bodies or with Government, 
but McGill University and these three hospitals 
are the educational and charitable aspects of the 
trade activities of the city of Montreal.

The Board ol Trade building, now nearly' com
pleted, will mark the era when the city of Mon
treal entered upon a period of progress free from 
the dangers which beset the last fifty years. Two 
great competing systems of railways 
centre here ; and here are the bridges by which 
they cross the St. Lawrence. In addition, three 
independent railways from Boston and New York 
terminate at Montreal, and the Canada Atlantic 
railway to Ottawa is within reach at Coteau, with 
independent connection to the south and a west-

Hospi tali'.
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The Hotel Dieu.
(Kindly loaned by J. J. McConniff, Ksq.)

■

Ë

The Royal Victoria Hospital.
(Kindly loaned by J. J. McConniff, Ksq.)
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«rn branch under 
These roads

l!progress to Georgian Bay.
POlU coutlnually increasing streams 

of traffic into the city ; and yet the volume of 
water-borne freight has also increased, as shown by 
the tables. The extent of the traffic brought by 
the railroads to the city, as distinct from the 
through traffic, may be gathered from the 
of trains arriving and departing daily. Every 
twenty four hours thirty seven passenger trains 
arrive at the Bonaventure Street Station, and 
iorty five freight trains at Point St. Charles in 
connection with the Grand Trunk Railway and 
the other roads using those stations. In the same 
ime there arrive upon the Canadian Pacific Rail- 

waysixteentrains at Dalhousie Square, fourteen 
at Windsor Street and twenty freight trains at 
C utremont- This is a large business ; but a cur- 
sory inspection of a railway map shows Montreal 
o be the most important railway centre in the 

Dominion. By the close of the year 1893 the 
C anadian Sault Ste. Marie canal will be . 
pleted and then from the Straits of Belle-Isle to 

ort Arthur at the head of Lake Superior there 
will be continuous navigation for 2,264 
Canadian waters.

II
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The Board of Harbour Commissioners. 

In the preceding pages continued allusion has 
been made to the Harbour Board and it seems 
proper to preface the tables showing the results 
° ™e W(>rk of that commission with 
count of its origin.

Before the present stone

1
a short ac-

«
„ quay was built the

river Iront presented a ragged appearance. The
bank was steep and, opposite the present custom 

good anchorage between the 
bank and the island (now the island wharf) in 
ourteen feet of water. Vessels anchored close in 

and goods were run out on planks to the shore. 
The influence of the Committee of Trade soon 
made itself felt and to its efforts may be traced 
the statute of 1830 entitled, “ An Act for th 
provement of the Harbour of Montreal.” 
this statute three commissioners 
for six

■ -Jhouse, there was

e Im- 
Under

were appointed 
years. The first Board consisted of the 

Honourable George Moffatt, chairman, Jules 
Quesnel, and Captain Robert S. Piper of the Royal 
engineers. The present quay was built after the 

plans of'Captain Piper and the 
menced in 1832. The island

work was
., , was connected with
the new wharf system at the same time.

The Commission was apparently appointed for 
that special work alone ; but was continued by 
acts passed from time to time as the scope of its 
work widened. The commissioners were appoint- 
<■< during pleasure by the Crown and, up to 1855 
here were only three. Up to 1850 the Board con

fined its activity to the harbour ; but in that year,

com-
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as previously stated, it assumed the work of deep
ening Lake St. Peter. In 1855 the president of 
the Board of Trade and the mayor of the city were 
ex oj/icio added to the Commission. In 1873 the 
number was increased to nine of whom five were 
nominated by the Crown, one appointed by the 
Board of Trade, one by the Corn Exchange, one 
by the merchant, shippers, and one was the Mayor 
of the city. With unimportant changes the con
stitution of the Board has so continued down to 
the present time.

In the meantime the river, with its lights, 
buoys, pilots, etc., was under the care of the Tri
nity Board of Quebec. By an ordinance of the 
special Council (1839-40) 2 Vic. cap. 19, the Tri
nity Board of Montreal was constituted. The port 
of Montreal was declared to extend from Portneuf 
on the east to the province line of Upper Canada 
on the west. Throughout all this stretch of river 
the new corporation had charge of all buoys, 
beacons, lighthouses, light ships, pilots, in short 
complete control of navigation. In 1849, (12 Vic. 
cap. 117) a new and amended act to the same 
purport was substituted. This lasted until 1873 
when, by 36 Vic cap. 61, the Trinity House of 
Montreal was dissolved and its duties were as
signed to the Harbour Commissioners. The same 
limits were assigned to the port of Montreal as 
before and the Harbour Board has therefore com
plete jurisdiction throughout the same extent of 
navigation as that exercised by the Trinity Board ; 
but the limits of the harbour were extended and, 
within these limits, the Harbour Board has, by 
its original constitution, an actual ownership in 
trust for the public. On the west the limit com
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Sea GoiN(i Vessels

J Value of Exports. Value of Imports.Year.
No.

1832 117 27,713

:»»,70»

20,25»

1833 133 * 1,«91,300 

«00,070 

i,oho,hoh 

1.20», 10-2 
»8»,01« 
«72,070 

0HH.93H 

1,077,124 

2,737,772

* 3,475,048 

2,234,544 

3,783,804 

4,845,608 

3,375,704 

2,001,108 

5,704,381 

5,030,076 

5,003,248

I KM 8»

1835 108 22,873

22,28»1830

1837 22,1*18

14,441

24,311

31,260

1838

183»

1840

1841 50,277

of t Tepti"K ,he flr8t Hne appettr,s iu minute»
of the Boa.d of Trade many years ago. It is printed here
record and carries the figures back to the 
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mences at the river St. Pierre and extends east
wards including the beach and fore-shore as far 
as Longue Pointe parish church. Above St. He- 
len s Island it extends to the middle of the river, 
and eastwards along the low water mark of St 
Helen’s Island and including Isle Ronde to the 
line often feet of water on the south shore to the 
point opposite Longue Pointe church. To meet 
the expenses of this trust and the interest of its 
debt (about $2,000,000) the Board collects dues on 
goods imported and exported, but all dues on 
shipping have been abolished.

Trade ok Montreal—1832 to 1841.
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Statistics of Ship Channki. Improvement. Propc
\

Year.Year.

1853.. GeGovernment commences the work (straight channel)

Government suspends the work “ “

Government abandons the work “ "

Harbour Commissioners take up the work. Depth 
of channel 11 feet. They adopt the natural channel.

Depth of Channel 13 feet.

1844

1856.. Al1846

1847........
1859.. All

1850 . ..
1864 . Stc

1867..1851

1868 .15 feet 2 inches.1852........

1871..16 feet 6 inches.1855

1872.1857 18 feet.
t (5!

1865 20 feet.

1873 . Ste1878 22 feet 6 inches.

1874..1882 25 feet.

187527feet 6 inches. Works taken over 
by the Dominion Government.

1888....

1876

1877..

1879Tahi.e Showino Increase ok Wh arcade Accommodation.

1881..
Year. Keel.

1882..
-

1842.......... Extent of wharf space ,

1847

4,950

7,070

8,440

16,737

1885 Stea
<1.55 mile).. 1891

1856

1866 (3.17 miles*

1875 20,585

22,184V .6 <4.2 miles*

1878 <4.46 miles) 

<4.7 miles*

23,548

1882 24,809

1891 27.360‘ <5.2 miles*

'I



Proportion ok Steamships to Total Ocean Tonnaok.

Number of 
ocean steamers 

in the year.
Year.

IKÏP . Genova- first ocean steamship arrived.........

Allan Line
fortnightly....................

Allan Line, weekly, with six vessels............

Steam Tonnage 3fi per cent, of total

4
1856.. commences with four vessels

Hi
1859.. 35
1864 51
1867.. 46 106
1868 . 51 105
1871.. 41 142
1872. 55 215

tain.Allan Cine vessels,)

Steam Tonnage 53 per cent, of total.1873 .

1874.. 64
1875. 66

1876 67
1877..

1879
69

74
1881.. 83

1882.. 85
(13 regular Une» of ocean steamer*,) 

1885 Steam Tonnage 91 per cent, of total. 

1891. 91

89
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Ml'NIl II'AI. STATIHTIIX. •

prose! 
was n 
Kor th 
is not 
period 
I'.oluin 
and th 
are ibi 
of the 
I ho eoi 

Tho 
from t 
year, 
been f< 
1832; 
had on 

The 
son’s p 
are all 
for tht 
butter, 
lumber 
they ar 
Return 
before 
toms dt 
In tho 
are for I

With 
continu 
tho reac 
course (

. AHHCHSCll valut! of 
property.

Year. Population Revenue of City.

— r
1844 Taxation on rent only 

Taxation on rent only 

* 28,11711,271» 

58,1*12,1**1 

Hit,488,810 

128,418,1**1

8 os,:#«iI4.0H8

ism :>7,7l.rt 11*1,220

1801 ins,i*n 
848,880 

1,«87,418 

2,440,070

1*1,828

1871 107.225

n 1881 155.287

1801 215.050...

a. Of this increase 14,41*1 is due to the extension of the city 
limits. The population within the old limits was 140,717, 
increase of 81 percent.

an

■

Note upon the Trade Tables.

An attempt has been made in tho following 
tables to give a connected series of figures show
ing the development of the trade of Montreal 
fiom tho year when it was made a port of entry. 
This has not been an easy task, for the series of 
blue books published by the Canadian govern
ment under the title of “Trade and Navigation 
Reports," does not commence until the year 1850 ; 
and after confederation, the items of imports and 
exports are not given for each port in detail. Re
course has been had in the first instance to 
Mr. W. J. Patterson’s trade publications and to 
the reports of the Harbour Board, but breaks in 
the chain of figures have been filled up from 
every source where a reasonable confidence could 
be placed in the statements made.

The imports and exports are taken from the 
Trade and Navigation Reports from 1850 to the

i



91

present time. In 1864 the government liseal y 
xyas made to end on June 30 instead of Dec. 81. 
hor the sake of clear comparison the odd half year 
is not separately given, but the figures are all for 
periods of twelve months. The 
column for 1863 is for

ear

amount in the
a year ending Dec. 31st, 

and those in the columns for 1864 and all after 
are for years ending June 30th. The overlapping 
of the six months at the junction does not affect 
I he comparison, twelve month by twelve month.

The shipping figures, inland and sea-going, are 
from the Harbour Reports, and are for the calendar 
year. The statistics of sea-going vessels have 
been found in one place or another as far back as
1832; but the inland navigation statistics can be
had only from 1850.

The figures for breadstuff's are from Mr. Patter
son’s pamphlets or the Board of Trade reports, ami 
are all reduced to terms of wheat. They are all 
for the calendar

1
The separate items of 

butter, cheese, sugar, cattle, sheep, phosphates and 
umber, are likewise for the calendar year because 

they arc taken from the Board of Trade or Harbour 
Returns, from the Trade and Navigation Returns 
before 1864, and by special enquiry at the Cus
toms department to fill up the gaps in the series. 
In the

year.

of teas, however, the figures from 1880case 
are for the fiscal year.

With these explanations it is hoped that this 
continuous series of statistics may assist in giving 
the reader a comprehensive survey over the whole 
course of trade in Montreal.
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THE NEW BUILDING.
If the Honourable Austin Cuvillier, chairman 

of the Committee which procured the charter of 
the Board of Trade in 1812, were now alive in the 
flesh he would no doubt be pleased to know that 
the first building erected by the Board is upon the 
site he selected so long ago for his own prosperous 
business and it may be remarked that, by a singu
lar coincidence, the firm of S. Greenshields, Son 
& Co., represented by the president of the Board 
in 1892 carried on its successful business for 
twenty-five years in the St. Peter street half of the 
same block until it removed to Victoria square. 
The Cuvillier business dates far back in the cen
tury. Mr. Cuvillier, besides being an able mer
chant, was member of the legislature for Hunting
don as early as 1815, and in 1842 he was Speaker 
of the Assembly, His office was at the St. Nicho
las street corner. Messrs. Greenshields’ business 
was founded in 1834, and moved into the St. 
Peter street corner after after the great fire in St. 
Paul street in 1852. Upon a site occupied by its 
first and its latest officer the Board should feel at 
home.

The illustration will give a better idea of 
the building than any long description. The 
style adopted is a modification of that known 
renaissance, of which so many examples exist 
among the Florentine palaces. The material of 
the basement is red granite from the Thousand 
Islands and all the steps and thresholds are of the 
same

a*

enduring material. The superstructure is of

Ü
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red sandstone from the Moat quarries in Cumber
land, England. The general plan of the building 
is rectangular and its dimensions are 233 feet by 
110 feet. The principal, or long, facade faces on 
St. Sacrament street, with an open court in the 
centre 104 feet by 54 feet. On St. Nicholas street 
and on the lane in the rear are projections for the 
restaurant and Exchange Hall respectively.

There are three entrances on St. Sacrament 
street, the principal one for the use of members is 
placed in the centre of the court and opens directly 
into a corridor 233 feet long by 12 feet wide, 
ning the entire length of the building and afford
ing entrances from the side streets ; the corridors 
from the two other entrances on St. Sacrament 
street connect with this main corridor, and at the 
intersections are placed the elevators and stair
cases.

The Exchange Hall is entered from the princi
pal corridor, it is 50 feet by 80 feet ; and 23 feet 4 
inches high, taking up two stories in height. The 
light for this room is obtained through eight large 
windows in the rear wall and by six windows in 
the visitors’ gallery (which is placed over the main 
corridor and is the whole length of the hall) and 
by windows over the two entrances from the lane 
in rear. The ceiling of the hall and all the floors 
above are carried on four rivetted steel girders at 
each floor level ; each capable of bearing a load of 
75 tons.

run-

To the left of the hall, and raised above it by a 
few steps, is the reading room, 33 by 38 feet. The 
opening between this room and the hall is 18 feet 
in width ; thus members using this room may

1«
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THE BOARD OF TRADE IN 1F42
'IriRinally built for the Wesleyan Methodist < , •
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CITY HALL.
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overlook anythiug that 
change.” mmay be going on “on

.On the opposite side, in the St. Peter street wing 
is h, secretary’s office 22 by 30 feet, provided 
with a spacious vault and divided from the main 
corridor by a passage leading to the committee
~™r,5by30and22by88feet

i

tAWtesaa

the space is apportioned into 106 offices, various 
m size, to be rented singly or en suite. Nothin- 
has been omitted to render these comfortable and 
convenient. Every office has a vault and wash
basin with hot and cold wnter. On all of the five 
upper floors are chutes communicating with the 
general post office box on the ground floor. On
lea'se meDt fl°°r ^ three ,ar^e ^ores tor

The restaurant is 
floors—

on the basement and ground 
extending through the two floors. Its size

33 b.y ; ** Cl ose to these* is* abar bePs ^op 
provided with bath rooms. The en-ine 
heating apparatus, cellars, kitchen and laundry 
are also in the basement.

a precaution against fire the building is 
separated into three portions by fire walls 
ning through the roof, all openings being pro- 
vided with fireproof doors. It is to be beared by 
steam and lighted by electricity. Everything is
provided to make the building complete within 
itseJi.

room,
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Laying the Corner Stone.

The following is an extract from the Montreal 
Star of May 19th, 1892, giving an account of the 
ceremony. It was on the 18th of May, two hun
dred and fifty years before, that Maisonneuve with 
his own hand felled the first tree cut down by 
white men upon the Island of Montreal and thus 
commenced the palisade to protect his encamp
ment. i

Commercial Montreal was centred at noon to-day around 
the site of the new Board of Trade building. The occasion was 
a memorable one in the history of the Montreal Board of Trade, 
for it was the laying of the foundation stone of the magnificent 
new building which the Board of Trade is erecting. Therefore, 
great interest Was taken in the ceremony, not only by the 
members of the Board of Traije and the commercial community, 
but by the citizens generally. There was a large concourse of 
spectators to witness the ceremony, for not only were the streets 
packed, but the windows of the various business houses looking 
upon the new building were crowded with sightseers, and pro
minent were a large number of ladies. The president, Mr. E. 
B. Greenshields, and the officers of the Board of Trade had 
assembled in the Board rooms to welcome the guests. Sir 
Donald A. Smith, M.P., came down from Ottawa, in response 
to the invitation of the Board of Trade to lay the corner stone. 
Mr. J.J. Curran, Q.C., M.P., the Hon. Senator Murphy, and Mayor 
McShane, representing the city were also present. At 11.30 the 
party proceeded to the new building, where a platform had 
been erected. Among those present were: Mr. E. B. Green- 
shields, president; Messrs. Robert Archer, H. F. Bellew, R. 
Bickerdike, J. H. Birss, Charles R- Black, John J. Browne 
Henry Bulmer, James Cantlie, John L. Caverhill, George 
Chilas, C. J. Chisholm, J. P. Cleghorn, James Coristine, M. 
Nolan DeLisle, Frank Duckett, R. M. Esdaile, C- P. Esdaile, 
8. H. Ewing, John Fairbairn, A. F. Gault, R. L. Gault, J. A. 
Gordon, Charles H. Gould, O. M. Gould, E. K. Greene, Jacques 
Grenier, M. Hannan, James Harper, R. Harvie, Charles P. 
Hébert, F. W. Henshaw, George Hodge, J. E. Hunsicker, Edgar 
Judge, John Kerry, G. M. Kinghorn, R. S. Kinghorn, J. M. 
Kirk,William Little, Henry Lyman, C. Mariotti, Henry Mason, 
Alexander Mitchell, L. E. Morin, W. C. Munderloh, A. G.
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Raphaël^ m P,"der-Joh" Popham, Alphmme Racine, H. W

^7Vs-<*•»-««. T.,t,ïïXL£Le:'ï:'™Lrh«n, ’ Ald6rman Wi,ao». Richard White, W. R W1

inscription. sacrament. Cut in the stone was the

it

I“ ANNf> DOMINI MDOUCXC1I.”

iT*,Tr,l’'h President of the Heart

PES5=ESproper recognition of this important event is deferred till year, when„„illbei„ onr"w bJd7“ "

the building. 8The°BÔ”dWon>adeal| op6ning of

sSESSSSsp-'cm metropohs of Canada. I hope that Montreal’s

do^ï'th? hi". ',"e pro'"1 rl,ion *"• "»»'
merchants Is ne.ee.ary. The memtorahipS the“tt,aH SS'
18 at Present I.»», but it should be 5,000, and there Is n Jh 
? preV.e,nt there being 10,000 member of the Bol ^
It would soon reach this figure if all were united ,1, • ,
desire for the welfare of the city of Montreal. When Ze'Zk 
over the names of former presidents we see how generously the 
busiest men gave their time for the interests of the citjTl say
all honour to these men and the members of the councils wlo
have done their duty so well. There is one name, however that 
is not on the list, the name of one who has always been willing 
o do everything possible for Montreal, 1 refer to the gentleman
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who lias come to lay the corner-stone for us, Sir Donald A. 
Smith. I hope, gentlemen, to see Sir Donald A. Smith president 
of the Montreal Board of Trade soon, and I know that every 
member will rejoice on the day he accepts that position. To 
carry to a successful conclusion the project of a new building, 
to look for ground, go over plans and raise means for its 
struction, a man must have a great deal of leisure. Every 
capacity must be devoted to it, it must be made that man's 
sole object, and practically for the time being he must live for 
it. That was the case with your late president, Mr. Robert 
Archer. As a member of the Council and an officer of the 
Board ofTrade for twelve years, he has lived to see this day. It 
is largely owing to his exertions that we are to-day laying this 
corner-stone. Ami in laying this stone our prayer is that the 
future members of the Montreal Board of Trade who occupy 
this building will be able, energetic and honourable business 
men, who will hand down from father to son the fair name of 
the City of Montreal, spotless and pure. Gentlemen, I have 
great pleasure in asking Sir Donald A. Smith to lay the corner 
stone of the Montreal Board ofTrade."

Mr. Greenshields’ remarks were greeted w ith loud applause.

Sir Donald A. Smith then stepped forw ard to what he evident
ly felt was a pleasing duty. The tackle was already rigged to 
the stone, and at the sound of the foreman’s whistle the huge 
steam crane lifted the big piece of masonry in the air. The 
workmen spread the mortar underneath and all was ready for 
the final ceremony. With a silver trowel, made for the occasion, 
Sir Donald touched the mortar. Again the whistle sounded and 
the stone slow ly descended into its position, there to remain till 
time or the hand of man destroy the building. Striking the 
stone with a mason's hammer, Sir Donald said distinctly : “ 1 
pronounce this corner stone of the new building of the Montreal 
Board ofTrade well and truly laid."

A cheer went up from the crowd, and then Sir Donald went 
back to the platform, from which he addressed the spectators. 
He said that in laying the corner stone of a Board of Trade 
building it was fitting that it should be done in the practical man
ner that they had witnessed. The Board of Trade had very 
wisely determined that no display should take place until they 
had completed the new building, when they whould probably 
ask the city and the members of the Board of Trade to join in 
a demonstration. The city of Montreal had been a great factor 
in the commerce of Canada. “ In the City of Chicago," con-
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tinued Sir Donald, “an>ld associate told me (hat when he

“«"> b"ilt ”” *1» -P*» «b» the

r r kF :has been done by the energetic and faithful patikTudl
*™ «*"• » king previously »i,h Z

Board of Trade. Looking to what Montreal
was fifty years ago, 

>fo back to 1838, the Post Office 
one-story building, such as is commonly

to-day. There are illimitable 
Montreal in the

my personal recollections 
then was merely 
met with in

we are laying
years since I held”* ‘T?* yeanS' ^ Govern

JJy by H* B-d or/mdetTy Si corner-stone.^6I^haU

ook upon it as one of the great events of my life
of Trade "“fil Th7 glad t0 further lhe '“terests of the Board 
Trade and the fi communications between the Board ofu,el!cti,e f”"»rdi«g the Bo.rd's iotereelT*», hüv*rooe 
îl7 C ™T ’ '10 "°,k "ith "V » . l,bo«”,

•r -«H
teito B“"' -**

can

After Sir Donald A. Smith had concluded. Mayor McShane 
addressed a few words to the meeting. Representing Montreal 
ie ,oped the laying of this corner-stone would be the founda

tion for success to the men who had been its authors the 
bers of the Montreal Board of Trade. They were the fictors in 
the citj s prosperity. He wished the Board of Trad 
cess possible.

Mr J.J. Curran, Q.C., M.P., was then introduced bv the 
President. He said that he noticed in looking around at the 
assemble that they were not all of the mercantile community. 
Ihere were the merchant princes present, but there were also

mem-

e every sue-
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the sons of toil, united in a common cause. Montreal was the 
commercial metropolis of Canada and while he would not dis
pute the right of others to have dreams of carrying the trade 
past our doors, that time would never come. The merchants of 
Montreal were not mere money-makers, however. They looked 
back with pride to the deeds of those noble men who ffrst laid 
the foundations of this great city. Over the statue of Maison
neuve which was being erected in this city, they extended the 
right hand of fellowship to their French Canadian brethren.

Mr. Jacques Grenier also delivered ashort address, expressing 
his pleasure at being present and wishing prosperity to the 
Board of Trade of Montreal.

Votes of thanks were passed to the speakers, and three hearty 
cheers were given for the Queen. The silver trowel which Sir 
Donald A. Smith had used was presented to him, and Sir 
Donald in a few suitable words thanked the Board of Trade. 
The trowel is of silver, with a cut of the Board of Trade build
ing engraved on it. On the handle are the beaver and maple 
leaf in silver, appropriately enough, the seal of Sir D. A. Smith. 
In the corner-stone, in a tin box, were placed the newspapers of 
the day, current coin of the realm, reports of the Board of Trade 
meeting and the photographs of the Building Committee.
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Synopsis of the Minutes of Fifty Years.

The records of the Board of Trade have been 
care ally preserved and in them the commercial 
fortunes of the city are reflected. The very lists 
of members present are interesting; for they con- 
tam the names of the men who made the history 
which is narrated in another part of this volume.
To make large extracts from these records would 
be to repeat much that has been said elsewhere 
but a few notes may be of interest. The first place 
oi meeting was in what was then the “ News îheN*W4 
R°°m and Exchange,” a building which was torn 
down in 1891 to make room for the extension of 
the parish church of Notre Dame.„ It was built in
180J lor a Methodist church on the street known 
then as St. Joseph street, (sometimes Little St 
Joseph street) now as St. Sulpice street; and in 
1821, when the congregation moved into their 

church on the site of the present St. Lawrence 
Hall, it was occupied by the Montreal Library 
(which moved away in 1837), and by the “ Mer
chants News Room ” where a large number of 
newspapers and periodicals were provided for the 
use of subscribers.

new

This institution merged into 
the Mercantile Library Association which has also 
passed away. The first annual 
Council report of the 

in 1843. The government had been 
increasing the tolls on the Ottawa and Rideau 
canals, at that time the chief avenues of trade with 
Upper Canada, and the Council succeeded in get
ting them lowered, though not quite to the pre
vious level. The construction of a canal to con-

was

i
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nect Lake St. Louis with Lake St. Francis (Beau- 
harnois canal) was urged, and the home govern
ment was memorialized about certain duties on 
colonial products and about other tariff matters in
jurious to the colonial trade. The bankrupt and 
collection laws also were the subject of much 
attention, and here to avoid repetition it may be 
said, once for all, that these laws were perennial 
subjects of discussion and petition ; for there is 
scarcely a year in all the fifty years when they 
do not come up. The legislature was always 
nibbling at them and there were periods of 
exacerbation when sweeping 
brought up which the Board used to combat 
with more or less vehemence. The peculiar 
note of this year was, however, a memorial 
against continuing the custom house at Coteau 
du Lac where produce from the sister province of 
Upper Canada for shipment at Montreal was de
layed for entry, and fees were exacted to facilitate 
quick despatch across the frontier of Lower Can
ada ; a state of things difficult to realize now. In 
the following year (1844) the Council took up the 
question of postage. The post office at that time, 
(as well as the customs) was managed from Lon
don, and letters were taxed in proportion to the 
number of inclosures they were supposed to con
tain ; the Council naturally petitioned to have 
uniform rate by weight. Seigniorial dues 
up for discussion and abuses in claims made 
on goods damaged at sea. There were also un
necessary obstructions by the customs in the 
of transhipment of goods for Western Canada 
which were intended to be re-waiehoused there. 
At that time goods from western New York found
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au outlet down the St. Lawrence to Laprairie and 
thence by rail to St. John's and up Lake Cham
plain to Whitehall. The commercial prospects of 
Laprairie were bright in (hose days and this transit 
trade received some attention. A strong effort 
was also made to avoid the compulsory inspection 
ol lumber, and it succeeded so far that Montreal 

exempted from the operation of the Act. The 
year 1845 seems to have been one of those happy 
periods which have no annals. The merchants 
were too busy to discuss general principles and 
were too prosperous to grudge little post office 
and custom house exactions, 
tells

: Ilwas

1*45.

The next year 1846
a different story ; the free trade cloud was 

spreading over the sky and overshadowing all 
the future. The Council recognized the ’true 
state of affairs. It deprecated 
tion

It.
18*..

fM
any counter agita- 

as useless, but it petitioned that duties on 
breadstuffs should be wholly repealed and that 
everything which was admitted free into the 
United Kingdom should be free also into Canada. 
It urged also the repeal of the duty of three shil
lings a quarter on United States wheat and on all 
raw materials for manufacture. There was evi
dently a hope that the exports of the whole St 
Lawrence basin would flow down the river. The 
Council exhorted the merchants to prepare for the 
inevitable change by pressing on the completion 
of the canals and lowering the rates of transporta
tion. An unsuccessful effort was made to get the 
rate of postage on letters down to three pence per 

The same general line was pur
sued in 1847 and the Council also moved for the 
repeal of the differential duties in the colonies in 
favour of British goods and for the

'

D

half ounce.

1847.

repeal of the

1?*

1
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navigation laws which prevented foreign ships 
coming to Montreal for corn. The Council warned 
the merchants that the crisis had only begun, 
that remonstrance was useless, and that deepen
ing Lake St. Peter, lowering of tolls and extension 
of the bonding system were the only means open 
of readjusting business to the new conditions. 
The merchants began to meet “ on change ” and 
the commencement of a statistical library was 
made, the telegraph system was founded, and a 
movement was made to pay duties in currency. 
There was plenty of work for the Council of 1848. 
It persisted steadily in the lines indicated in the 
two previous years. The inspection of butter was 
inaugurated and the inspection of flour regulated 
anew. There were more memorials to the Eng
lish post office ; for the United States authorities 
had stopped the private express which used to take 
letters for the steamers sailing from Boston and 
the merchants unsuccessfully urged an extra ser
vice to Halifax. Between the government at 
Washington and the government at Downing 
street the merchants had occupation enough but 
the Governor-General granted them the free use of 
the hall of the custom house for their meetings 
“ on change." The following year (1849) the same 
questions came up again. A public meeting was 
held to protest against the navigation laws. The 
question of a canal to connect the St. Lawrence 
with Lake Champlain was first broached and the 
advice of the Councils of previous years was dis
regarded ; for a petition was forwarded to the 
home government setting forth the injury to the 
empire caused by the adoption of a policy of free 
trade.
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In 1850 the subjects of deliberation by the Coun
cil, and by the Board at its general meetings begin 
to change. A project for a canal to connect thel$t. 
Lawrence with Lake Champlain is approved ; but 
the merchants want to know where the terminus 
is to be. The Council urges that the lake channels 
should be lighted and the pilotage service better 
performed. The insurance companies are over
charging on the St. Lawrence route and the post 
office is delaying the outward mails for Europe ; 
so the Deputy Postmaster-General will write to 
the Postmaster General in London and inquire 
what is the matter with the arrangements in New 
York. Then the Council successfully urges the 
government to publish more complete statistics 
of trade. The duties

iHftO.

on raw sugars also engage 
attention and a successful effort is made to modify 
them. Brokers’ commissions are discussed and other 
charges of a similar nature regulated, the deepen
ing of the channel is urged on and the navigation 
act is at last relaxed ; but, better than all, Mr. 
Andrews, the ü. S. Consul at St. John, N.B. has 

collect materials for his admirable report 
on the trade of the great lakes which will 
ally lead up to a reciprocity treaty. Negotia
tions are going on upon this question and will 
drag along for four years longer. The imperial 
Copyright Act receives attention also ; for the im
perial customs officers are still active in Canada 
and irresponsible to the Canadian authorities. 
The Council for 1850 had a good many different 
things to attend to and attended to them well. 
One note of discouragement should be recorded ; 
the merchants cease to meet on change “ for trade 
is languid and an outbreak of cholera is feared.”

come to
eventu-
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alOne more sign of longing, (and it is the last) 
for “ old times ’’ appears ; a memorial is drawn 
up to state the opinion of the Board that free trade 
has been injurious to British and colonial com
merce and the hope that some small preferential 
duty may be conceded.

It has been shown elsewhere that just here is 
the turning point in the commercial history of the 
city. The merchants will no longer have to ask 
the Deputy Postmaster-General to write to London 
to see what is the matter with the shipment of 
our mails at New York : for in 1851 the Honorable 
James Morris the first Canadian Postmaster-Gen
eral assumed charge of Her Majesty’s mails in 
Canada with a seat in the cabinet. Those inacces
sible persons the Commissioners of Customs in 
London cease moreover, their well meant efforts 
to regulate our commerce and disappear from 
henceforth from our annals. The minutes there
fore of the Board of Trade are cleared of two dis
turbing elements. The subject which occupied 
the attention of the Council this year was chiefly 
the improvement of inland navigation. A definite 
step was taken to establish an ocean steamship 
line by making application for a subsidy. The 
inspection of ashes, flour, meal, beef and pork, and 
abuses in claims on goods damaged by salt water 
were also subjects of discussion and regulation. 
The Champlain canal was again considered and 
the Council were strangely disturbed about a rail
way bridge across Lake Champlain at Rouse’s 
Point. This they supposed would obstruct navi
gation on the river Richelieu and the lake, and, 
so little did they realize the approach of the rail
way age that they petitioned the Governor-Gener-
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al to take some action in the matter, presumably 
to make some representation to the United States 
authorities. The Board gave a public dinner this 
year to the Honourable Joseph Howe who had 
been to Toronto to stir up the Government about 
the railway to Halifax. During the year 1851 the 
meetings of the Board were held monthly • but 
the following year (1852) quarterly meeting ’ 
decided upon. The minutes of 1852 
voluminous

;

s were
are not as

m other years but are remarkable 
lor a special meeting of the whole ^oard, called on 
February 17th to discuss the commercial policy of 
Montreal. This meeting was adjourned, as the 
subject was too important to be exhausted at one 
sitting. The first motion was in favour of differ
ential duties against the United States 
prevent Canada from being made a “sacrifice 
market,’’-this found no favour. The second was in 
reality what is now known 
union.”

I
as 1so as to

f' ii
T commercial
It was a proposition to form a zollverein 

with the United States-to abolish all custom 
houses on the frontier, to adopt the United States 
tant! and to arrange for some settled proportion of 
the total customs’ dties. After a long debate this 
resolution was lost. Then the Honourable Thomas 
Ryan made a motion which 
motion marks the

as

was carried ; this 
along which the city has 

It was practically on the 
lines laid down by the Council of 1847 
substance, maintained that the

course
advanced ever since.

, and, in
. true policy was :

1st, to improve our internal communications in 
every way ; 2nd, to establish lines of ocean steam
ships ; 3rd, to inaugurate a policy of protection to 
home manufactures. A police force for the 
wharves was established this year in compliance
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with representations of the Board. The mer
chants of Newfoundland opened up a correspond
ence upon some questions of tariff duties, but the 
Council replied that there was a statute of reci
procity with other colonies and that Newfoundland 
might at any time take advantage of it. In the 
following year (1853) delegates from the Boards of 
Trade of Toronto, Kingston, Montreal and Quebec 
met at the last named city on September 1st to 
discuss the commercial interests of the country. 
They resolved that it was time to abandon “the 
chimæra of reciprocity with the United States so 
long vainly pursued ” and to adopt a “ national 
policy ” aiming at protection to native industries 
and differential duties in favour of the St. Lawrence 
route. Thus the expression “ a national policy ” 
made its first formal appearance in Canada. This 
year also is noted for a careful consideration of the 
Champlain canal scheme. It had always been 
favourite project of the Honourable John Young 
and now it came to an issue. He wished to commit 
the Board to approve of the project in a general 
way, without stating where the St. Lawrence ter
minus was to be. This the Board would not do, 
for the determination of Mr. Young to fix it at 
Caughnawaga was well known. The matter was 
referred to a committee and the resolution it 
drafted was adopted ; to the effect that the Board 
approved of the project of a canal to connect with 
Lake Champlain, provided that its terminus on 
the St. Lawrence was at a point where ocean ship
ping and inland vessels could meet. This resolu
tion practically disposed of the matter although it 
occasionally comes up in later years. The minutes 
of the year 1854 are chielly concerned with the

less.
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ffect that the Board 
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at its terminus on 
t where ocean ship- 
meet. This résolu- 
matter although it 

ears. The minutes 
oncerned with the

harbour. A Harbour Commissioners’ Act had 
been passed the year before and it 
into effect.

new
coming

A proposed Bankrupt Act was disap- 
l Parliament was memorialized on the 

questions of deepening Lake St. Peter, the recipro- 
city treaty the tariff; bankruptcy, improvements 
of the canal, navigation of the Ottawa, lio-htinjr 
)he traits of Belle Isle and harbours of refuse be 
low Quebec. This year the Board 
newr and more commodious

was

moved into a
room.

very evident from the minutes that busi-
Tl T ™uch more satisfactory during the rest 
oi the decade. There are no great questions for 
debate. The usual subjects are in the lines 
already laid down ; the harbour, the bankrupt 
laws, the usury laws, the ship canal etc. [n 1855 
a project for a canal to connect Georgian Bay with 
the Ottawa River was brought forward. This 
project was before the Board for several

It is

I1655.

Ü
t, ... . successive

years and, like the Lake Champlain canal, would 
every little while come up. In this year the 
rrench government sent out Captain de Belveze
in the frigate La Capricieuse to report upon the 
trade and resources of Canada. He___
Montreal and the Board entertained him at 
lie dinner.

came up to 
- a pub-

In 1856 there is nothing to detain the 
attention and the same may be said of the minutes 
of 1857, except that the Council point out to the 
Postmaster-General that the postage of a letter 
from Canada to the United States is greater than 
the sum of the separate United States and Canada 
postages added together. In 1858 the Council 
succeeded in killing an objectionable bankrupt 
law, and was able to announce that the usury 
laws had been at last repealed. In 1859 the Board

1856.

1667.

1653.

i
1853.
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succeeded in having the ad valorem principle 
adopted by the government for the whole tariff 
The influence of the Board upon the government 
at this time is very apparent in commercial ques
tions. The minutes of 1860 contain nothing of 
special interest. Equally bare are the minutes of 
1861 : it is very evident that prosperous times are 
not the periods for making history. In 1862 the 
perennial bankruptcy act comes up again aud Mr. 
Abbott’s act is approved of ; the pilots of the river 
are giving trouble aud a need for fuller returns of 
the trade of the city is expressed. This year is, 
however, notable for the organ ization of the Corn 
Exchange Association. The minutes of 1863 be
sides minor questions contain a notice of the 
creation of the office of Port Warden and the ap
pointment of Capt. Grange to that position. The 
Council move to abolish the law compelling 
foreign vessels to report at Quebec and obtain a 
license before proceeding to Montreal. In this 
year delegates were received from Illinois and 
Wisconsin concerning the Uttawa aud Georgian 
Bay ship canal, and Mr. Shanly’s report on this 
project was printed with the Annual Report.

In the year 1864 the abolition of the reciprocity 
treaty began to be discussed at Washington and 
the Board sent out circulars to the Boards of Trade 
of the great cities of the United States with statis
tics showing that both countries had been bene- 
fitted by the great increase in the volume of trade 
which had grown up under the treaty. The ques
tion of a city site for the passenger station of the 
Grand Trunk Railway had long been in debate. 
It was fixed this year at Bonaventure street. The 
first of Mr. Patterson’s valuable series of reports
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the trade of Montreal 
and the minutes record the 
Board therewith.

on was published in 1864, 
satisfaction of the 

In the following year (1865) a 
great commercial convention was held at Detroit 
to consider the advisability of negotiating another 
reciprocity treaty. The convention was held 
July 11th to 14th, and delegates were sent from the 
Montreal Board

1865.

ii'i

■

also from the Boards of Trade of 
the other cities of Canada. The Canadian déléga
tion was a very able one, and the Honourable 
Joseph Howe delivered an address so eloquent and 
powerful that it turned the tide of feeling. The 
Canadians abstained from voting on the question 
though they took part iq the debate. The result 
was that the convention passed an unanimous 
■vote that it was advisable to open negotiations for 
a new treaty. In this year the Ottawa and 
Georgian Bay canal project was shelved ; for the 
Board decided that the time had not arrived 
it could be made

as
II

I
I

•4

«I

II
j 4

when
a commercial success. On the 

24th of December the Merchants Exchange build
ing, in which were the rooms of the Board, were 
burned and the library was destroyed. The Board 
held its meetings afterwards in the 1.
Corn Exchange building. The only meeting 
worthy of special remark in 1866 is that at which 
the Champlain canal project was finally disposed 
of. The subject was brought forward again by 
the Honourable John Young and urged with his 
usual vigour, but he failed to convince his hearers, 
and Sir Hugh Allan moved a resolution, which 

carried, that every effort should be exerted to 
improve the existing canals by enlarging, making 
them uniform in capacity, and deepening them. 
The Board was much occupied with tariff qUes-
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tioiiN this year and deprecated sudden changes ol 
duties as injurious to trade. There is nothing ot 
special note in the minutes of 1807 and 1808, ex
cepting that in the latter year the Council peti
tioned the government to amalgamate the Trinity 
Board of Mont real and the Harbour Commissioners’ 
Board in order to form a united body as “conser
vators of the river St. Lawrence” Irom Portneul 
to the harbour of Montreal. The question of dis- 
riminating rates of freight by railway in winter 

in favour of western cities came up for the lirst 
time. In the following years 1869 and 1870 
nothing out of the usual routine ot subjects 
under discussion. In the latter year the Insolvent 
Act of 1800 came into operation. The Council had 
given much attention to this Act as it passed the 
House of Commons and had approved of it ; so 
that for a little while the bankruptcy question

lN67-18(li.

C

I
186(1.1870.

Iwas

1
i
I

1disappears from the records.
There is very little in the minutes of 1871, 1872 

and 1873 to call for remark. The railway ques
tion came up very frequently in connection with 
the discrimination in favour of western cities and 
against Montreal. In 1874 a project for a railway 
from Parry Sound to Ottawa was brought before 
the Board and met with favour. The draft of a re
ciprocity treaty under consideration at Washing- 
ton was also discussed. The railway question 

up again in 1875 and 1876. In the latter 
project for a new bridge—the Royal Albert

i
1871-1972.

T1873.

t
t
11871.
e
r
t
1
Pcame 

year a
bridge—to cross the river below’ the harbour by lie 
Ronde and St. Helen’s Island, was brought before 
the Board. While it was admitted that the Vic
toria bridge was insufficient, the plan submitted 

show’n to be injurious to the harbour, and the

H75-1876.
it
a

a
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Board decided, after full consideration, to 
the granting of a charter.

The minutes of 1877, 1878, 1879,-do not call for 
special notice. The business transacted was of a 
routine character—the harbour, pilots, the ship 
channel, insolvency, and such like matters. In 
1880 amalgamation with the Corn Exchange As
sociation was first proposed. Nothing out of the 
common came up in 1881, 1882, 1883 and 1884, 
although the meetings of the Board were well at
tended and the Council was much occupied with 
the regular business of the port and the usual 
trade questions.

In 1881 there had been some negotiations with 
the heirs Cuvillier for a site for a projected build
ing, and in 1882 a site on Notre Dame street 
proposed. In the same year, 1882, the state of New 
York abolished tolls on the Erie canal and the 
Board memorialised the government to reduce the 
rates on the tit. Lawrence canals. This question of 
reducing tolls occupied the Board during 1885, and 
the subject of consolidating all the commercial 
bodies was also considered very fully. But in 
1885 came an unlooked-for enemy—the small-pox 
epidemic—and the Board addressed itself to the 
novel questions of health, quarantine and vaccina
tion. Its influence was exerted upon all the pub
lic officers of the city with good results. The 
plague soon passed away ; but it has left behind 
it the benefits of a law for compulsory vaccination 
and an efficient staff of city health officers.

The two following were years of great activity 
and energy. The minutes are voluminous and are 
crowded with important matter, difficult to 
dense into an abstract. In the spring of 1886 the

oppose

1877, 1878, 1879.
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river rose to a height of 5 feet 10 inches, and, in 
1887, to a height of 4 feet 7 inches, above the re
vetment wall. There had been no inundations 
for a long series of years and the citizens had 
ceased to fear them. Hence the repetition of such 
serious floods in two successive years called forth 
all the activities of the Board. The minutes of 
1886 and 1887 are full of the subject. The result 
is shown in the works now being constructed in 
connection with the works for harbour extension. 
The disappearance of smallpox turned into 
channel the awakened interest of the Board in 
sanitary matters and defects in the quarantine at 
Grosse Isle were noted, and representations were 
made to the government thereupon. The amalga
mation with the Corn Exchange Association was 
effected in 1886 ; although it night more correctly 
be called a federation, as the autonomy of both 
bodies was retained. Discriminating rates of freight 
against Montreal on the Intercolonial Railway 
were complained of and relief obtained. Remons
trance was made about vexatious proceedings of 
the customs authorities and a successful opposition 

made to the alienation of a portion of Mount

1886.

F

? V"
K. hi ' ’
t.la new

I
::

was
Royal park for a botanic garden. Canal enlarge
ment, the conditions printed on bills of lading, and, 
as usual, insolvency, with many other important 
questions, occupied the very active Council ot 1886. 
In this year Mr. W. J. Patterson died to the great 
regret of all the members of the Board.

Scarcely less active was the Council of 1887 ; 
for the questions which arose in 1886 were by no

There

1887.

means capable ot settlement in one year.
flood in 1887 also, and the reports of en

gineers had to be considered. The customs did
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ing tin* largo aggregation of unclaimed dividends 
and balances in banks. This resulted later in a 
statute compelling an annual return to the Min
ister of Finance of all such balances. This is pub
lished every year among the government depart
mental reports. The reports lor the years 18110 
and 1891 contain evidence of great activity. Plans 
for harbour extension and protection against Hoods 
were considered and approved. The live stock 
business took up a good deal of attention. The 
bridge* below the harbour came up once more and, 
though the Council could not prevent a charter 
being granted, the plan was so modified as to re
move most of its objectionable features. But 1800 
will be especially remembered as the year when 
the site and requirements of the new Board of 
Trade building were decided upon. In 1891 six
teen sets of plans were submitted. An expert, 
Professor R. M. Hunt of New York, was engaged 
to go over the plans with reference to the stipu
lated requirements of the competition, and his 
report coincided with the judgment of the build
ing committee. The plan adopted received the 
unanimous approval of the Council and the result 
now stands before the people of Montreal in the 
building which worthily commemorates the semi
centennial year of the charter of the Board of 
Trade.

161X1-18111.
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S. E. DAWSON.
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REPORT.

To the Members of the Montreal Board of Trade,

Gentlemen :—
As provided by the By-laws and in accordance with the custom of the 

forty-nine Councils of the Board which have held office since its incor
poration in 1842, the Council herewith presents a general report of its 
proceedings during the twelve months which have elapsed since you 
elected it to office.

The year 1892 has been specially memorable to the Montreal Board of 
Trade, for it is the fiftieth anniversary of its existence as an incorporated 
organization, and it has witnessed the laying of the corner stone of the 
Board of Trade building now approaching completion. The former of 
these circumstances seemed to the Council to call for fuller reference to the 
history of the Board then could fittingly be given in the usual resumé of 
the Council’s work for the year, and it has therefore added the inter
esting historical and commercial records of the City and Board which 
precede this report.

The agricultural interests of the Dominion predominating largely over 
and affecting directly or indirectly all others, it is gratifying to be able to 
record that during the past year, the products of all crops in the Dominion 
have been largo. The good harvest, following upon the large one of the 
preceding year, has had a favourable effect upon the business of the 
try, for while the crops of 1891 were largely used to pay tl accumulated 
debts of the preceding three years, the 1892 crops will, although the 
price of cereals has ruled exceptionally low, result in increased expen
diture and thus circulate the money in various channels. The unus
ually dry and open weather in the fall enabled farmers to get their 
work well advanced, and consequently an early start can be made in the 
spring.
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The following 1, « record of the Mure.™ Canada and New—land 

taken front (he record, of Mt»m Van, Wunan & Co. and Btactetteeht.
NEWFOUNDLAND), from

According to 
Dun, Wiman & Co.

[N CANADA (INCLUDING

188" TO 1892. 

According to Bkadhtrebts.

STATISTICS OF FAILURES

No. of 
Failures.

Liabilities.Assets.No. of 
Failures.

Liabilities.Assets.

8 *888 *S:S
98 402,435 722,510

177 405.780

597,494 

800,878 
02 OI7

$3,652,959 
5,273.547 

549 002 
958,320 
113,009
517.400 

51.521
452.401 

37,000

$1,513,025 
505 1.809,781
85 334,820

153 487,330
8 i 61,300

710
Ontario...............................................
Quebec......... .-:••••....................
New Brunswick.• • •
Nova Scotia ••••••••...........
Prince Edward Island...........
Manitoba ...............................
N. W. Territories.....................
British Columbia.......................
Newfoundhnd ..................

m 387 
778,475 
23.0(H)

10
| 9062 ) 285,956

28,602 
74 , 248.181

19,000

16 98
S3

13,766,191
17,100.649
18,289.935
14,713,223
14,081.169
10,386,884

1,688 9,420,983

1,847 
1,777 
1,677 
1,252

Tbc number in business in1892 was 
86,751; in 1891, 84,-486, and in 
1890,82,696.

troximates only, the amount realized diftenng

11,603.210
14,881,000
12,482,000
13,147,910
15,498,242
17,054,080

I 4,848,095 
! 6,014,(881
j 6,746,018) 
| 6,119.585
! 7,178 744
| 8,407,000

1,889Total, 1892.......
1891
1899
1889.
1888
1887

N. B.-The figures of Assets are reported as am 

widely from their estimated value.

The closing of the American market by the McKinley taiift
article, of Canadian produce, naturally led to the “
nthm. fountries and the effect has been that, instead ot the expm ts havi j, 
been diminished, they show an increase, while the prices rea iz ^

srsSaSs
‘"Sto grain, continue to hold a high po.ition in the great market.

to many

report 
Imperial authorities

BB
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The Custom House returns for the port of Montreal for 1802 given 
below show the largo increase of |6,183,527 in the exports as compared 
with the previous year, and the 1891 figures exceeded those for 1890 by 
47 437 607, so that comparing 1892 with 1890 an increase is shown in the 
value of exports in the two years of 813,621,134. This is a very gratify
ing record and shows that the produce of the Dominion is finding 
increased favour in outside markets. On the other hand the imports 
show a small decrease from last year amounting to W»M61, and tho 
percentage of duty collected is about one per cent, below that of 18J1 

The Harbour Commissioners’ figures show as usual an increase in the 
number of sea-going vessels arriving at this port, which although fewer 
than in 1890 aggregated a total tonnage exceeding that of any preceding

year. ________ ______________
Customs

Duties
Collected.

Value ofSea-going 
Vessels 

arrived in 
Port.

Value of
Merchandise j Merchandise 

Imported.
Total

Tonnage.Years. Exported.

$ c.$S45,648,310 j 47,667,408 6,812.063.60
39 404,783 ! 48,418,569 7,297, .'28.51
32 027 176 44.102 786 9,-'01.426.86SSSzTO 47,191,888 9,321981.91
24,049,638 39,866,527 8,778,291.32
29 391,798 43,100,183 8,745,526.11
“'8 078 330 i 40 469,942 8,362,618.94
“'5‘>74898 37413,250 6.672,971.26
‘>7145 427 42,366,793 6,772.675.68
27.277,159 43,718,549 7,698,796.12
20,334,312 49,749,461 8,395,654.07
26561188 ! 43,546,821 7,6 <2,266.17
30^4 904 1 37 102,869 5,231,783.8030,-24,004 7-'108 !,009,256.80

1,036,707 
938,657 
930,332 
823,165 
782,473 
870,773 
809,699 
683,854 
649,374 
664,263 

648 554,692
569 931,929
710 • I 628,271

1 46,156

7351892 ....
7251891
7461890
6951889
6551888
7671887
7031886
6291885
6261884
6601883

1882
1881
1880 1,744,7722111850

the harbour.
The joint work, for the enlargement and improvement of th<, harbonr 

end the election of tho lower level» of the city from inundation have 
^ a„tdP .omewhat elowly during the -ummer, hut .ubetantial p= 
ha» been made and arrangement» for their vigorou» prosecution duiing 
the coming season are being perfected.

WHARFAGE DUES AND PILOTAGE DUES.
carriers continue to make complaint of the 

the incidence of which falls 
and coastwise steamship

The inland and ocean 
wharfage dues on import and export cargo, 
heavily on through shipments. The ocean

: i .
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agents also continue to complain of the excessive pilotage dues on the St. 
Lawrence, more particularly those between Quebec and Montreal where 
the earnings of the pilots are reported as being twice or thrice as great 
as those of the pilots at other ports in the Province of Quebec or in the 
Maritime Provinces. Both subjects are understood to be under discussion 
between the Harbour Commissioners and the Government.

HOSPITAL AND POUCE DUES.

Police dues continue to be levied at Quebec, and hospital dues there, at 
Montreal and at other ports in this Province. In consequence thereof the 
reprisal taxes continue to bo levied in United States ports on Quebec 
nage, while Ontario tonnage remains untaxed at homo and abroad, 
to bo hoped that this long-standing abuse will be dealt with by the 
ornment in connection with canal and other matters when negotiating 
with the United States.

t.011- 
It is 

Gov-

canal TOLLS.
Early in the year the Council addressed the following memorial to the 

Minister of Railways and Canals on this subject :—
Office Board of Trade.

Montreal, 5th Feb., 1892.

The Right Honourable John Gralutm llaggart, Minister of Railways and Canals :

Sir,—I have the honour to address you anent the reduced rate of canal tolls 
granted for several years past upon all grain bound for Montreal and ports east 
thereof, with the view of encouraging the export of grain via the St. Lawrence 
route instead of by competing United States routes.

The Council of this Board is aware that already United States grain exporters 
endeavouring to make arrangements to ship grain via the Canadian route, and 

forwarders are therefore anxiously awaiting the issuance of the usual Order-in- 
Council providing that the reduced rates of canal tolls shall again prevail.

A change was made last year in the system of refunding the amount of the re
bate whereby, instead of it being paid to the forwarders as soon as the grain was 
reshipped from Montreal, the several amounts were held by the Government until 
the close of navigation, when payment thereof was made in one sum. This is felt 
to be a great hardship by forwarders, to some of whom the Government was in
debted for large sums on account of the rebate for a long period before its payment 
at the end of the season.

The inclusion of flax-seed in the Order-in-Council is urged, for thus may a por
tion of the large shipment of the United States product now exported via New York, 
be diverted to the Canadian route. It is further asked that buckwheat be included, 

considerable quantities of that cereal were last year exported to Europe.
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The Council, therefore, prays for the speedy issuance of an Order-in-Council
wheat, Indian corn, peas, barley, rye, oats, buck-î St.

providing that the rate of toll on 
wheat and flax-seed, carried through the Welland Canal and the St. Lawrence 
canals to Montreal or some point east of Montreal, shall he reduced to two cents 
tier ton, and that the reduction shall apply to any portions of such cargoes lightered 
at Port Colborne and re-shipped at Port Dalhousie, and also to such products when 
shipped from Canadian Lake Ontario ports.

The Canadian route to the seaboard has a formidable rival in the United States 
route, the Erie Canal and the Sault Ste. Marie Canal being free, not only for grain 
but for all cargoes, craft and cargo alike being passed eastwards and westwards 
without any toll whatever. The Council would therefore ask you to consider 
whether the time has not arrived for final legislation by Parliament upon the ques
tion of canal tolls. Year after year this Board and other organizations interested 
in trade by the St. Lawrence route are approached by representatives of the ocean 
and inland forwarding interests with regard to the rate of canal tolls, and year 
after year the Government has to be appealed to before even a reduced rate is 
■'ranted, and the uncertainty consequent upon this most undesirable arrangement 
oierates to the disadvantage of the inland and ocean carrying trade of the St. 
Lawrence route. So far back as 1885 the Premier (the late Sir John A. Macdonald) 
spoke as follows to a deputation which waited upon him with regard to charges in 
the St. Lawrence waterways, and the Council earnestly hopes that the policy there
in indicated may now be adopted by the Government : “ I quite agree with one 
of the gentlemen who has spoken that the reduction loses a good deal of its value 
by being only temporary, and I think that whatever the policy of Parliament, it 
should be on a permanent basis ; it should not be for one season, but for a series of 
years, so that the trade might know what the prospects were and what they might 

calculate upon.”
Praying your favourable consideration of these representations.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

hero 
;reat 
i the 
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Geo. Hadrill,
Secretary.

delay the Government issued the following Order-in-After some 
Council :—the re- 
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at until 
s is felt 
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ayment

AT TUB GOVERNMENT HOUSB AT OTTAWA.

Monday, the 4th day of April, 1892.

present :

EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL.

His Excellency having had under consideration the tariff of lolls ( 
of the Dominion, and the several Orders-in-Council, under which a 

I has from time to time, been established temporarily on certain food products, 
passing through the Welland Canal and through the St. Lawrence Canals, for ship-

1118
on the Canals

r a por- 
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special rate
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ment at Montreal and ports east of Montreal, is pleased to order in virtue of the 
powers vested in him by Chapter 37 of the Revised btatutes intituled 
respecting the Department of Railways and Canals” and by and with the 
advice of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, that the following amendments 
shall be, and the same are hereby made to the Tari If of Tolls in force on the said 
Canals, viz

That a refund be made of a portion of the Canals tolls collected on wheat, Indian 
corn, pease, barley, rye, oats, flax-seed and buckwheat which have heen carried 
through the Welland Canal, and the St- Lawrence Canals to Montreal or to 
any port east of Montreal in all cases where the said products so carried are 
exported, and in such cases only.

That this rebate be such as to reduce the tolls to two cents per ton of the 
said products or any of them, and that the conditions of such refund be the 
following :—

That the products aforesaid on 
be shown to have been originally shipped for Montreal or for some part east of 
Montreal and shall be shown to have been carried to Montreal or to some port 
east of Montreal, and actually sent out of the country.

That the right to this rebate shall not be lost by reason of intermediate tran
shipment, provided that the place of such transhipment is one within the.Dominion 
of Canada.

That the right to this rebate shall extend to any portions of cargoes lightered at 
Port Colborne and re-shipped at Port Dalhousie, and also to shipments of the above 
named products made from any Canadian Lake Ontario Port.

That payment of the amount to be refunded be made, from time to time, 
goes of the said products are despatched for export from Montreal or from some 
port east of Montreal.

That this Order-in-Council remain in force for the present year, 1892 only.

John J. McGee,
Clerk of the Privy Council.

“An Act

which the rebate of tolls may be claimed shall

as car-

(Signed)

The Honourable, The Minister of Pail ways and Canals.

The action of the United States authorities taken in the month of August,
Canadian traffic passing throughimposing from 1st September tolls 

their Sault Ste. Marie canal equivalent in amount to those charged by 
Canada on United States traffic passing through the Welland Canal, has 
again opened up the whole canal question and it is hoped that the Govern
ment will bo prepared to deal with the matter by legislation during 
the coming session of Parliament.

on
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11ABOLITION op THE UOHT DUE, NOW LEVIED I» THE UNITED KINGDOM*

The abolition of the Briti.h light dues on shipping « ]»«> «“T 
. . . „n nf ti.p shinning interest, given notice ot by the

Council l"^c"to be submitted by this Hoard at the Con- 
' of Chamber. of Commère» of the Empire, held in London in Jane 8 Til 18T- Shortly before that date the shipping interest memoral- / * ntjl moving that by representations to the Dominion 

fi—tand to the London Congress, it would
the abolition of the present system ot maintaining the light hou* ^
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The Council communicated that memonal together withrr “s;i=-:r.:-Vï.ô.r
erally prevail, and m in Great Britain has provoked a

Whereas, the continuance of t s y . d gtate9 which is not
retaliatory tax on the shipping of this country by the ghip.

Canadian ship-owners (when engaged m he 
in addition to their share of the Canadian 

* in the United States,
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1 at
ove
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Whereas, Canada, 

line, suffers by reason ofcar-
coast
American trade), being compelled to pay
taxation, the due. in Brittan port, and the dlinge

Therefore, thn. this Co-6™. take * „lieve

maintaining- - «-H"

une

3 f
in the system
shipping from any direct charge
Mability to retaliatory taxation byjormgrymuntnes^ ^ the Congress

to take the necessary steps

a.
, which

This resolution was 
requested the London Chamber of Commerce 
for fulfilling its recommendation.
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;ust, 
ugh 

1 by WINDMILL POINTOF RESTRICTED SPACE ON 

WHARF.

coal importers having complained that sin ce 1,he mil^ ^ ^
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ers who arranged a conference between their Chairman, the Harbour 
Master and the coal importers, at which arrangements were made that 
were understood to be satisfactory to the coal importers.

Ï

PREVENTIVE REGULATIONS AGAINST FIRE ON THE WHARVES.

At the instance of the Marine Underwriters’ Association, the Council 
addressed the Harbour Commissioners suggesting that all oil and lamps 
be removed from the sheds on the wharves and placed in tanks or iron 
boxes outside the sheds, and that the quantity of oil in such tanks or boxes 
be limited to five gallons.—also that smoking be strictly prohibited in or 
about the sheds. The Harbour Commissioners in replying to this repre
sentation stated that the Harbour Master had drawn up regulations for the 
safe storage of these articles, which regulations had been communicated to 
the shipping companies and stevedores with a request that they comply 
therewith.

PORT WARDEN OFFICE.

Port Warden Regulations for loading Grain at this Port.

A paragraph in the Council’s report for 1891 stated that, the question 
having been raised as to whether the grain-loading regulations of this 
Port might not be modified so as to reduce the expense involved by them, 
the Port Warden would visit some United States ports for the purpose of 
ascertaining their grain regulations and the result thereof as affecting the 
safety of vessels. The Port Warden accordingly visited the ports of 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, and on his return 
reported fully the information thus obtained and with regard to the sub
ject generally. The Council referred the whole matter to the following 
special committee for full enquiry, consideration and report Messrs. 
Geo. Childs, Chairman, R.M. Esdaile, Chas. H. Gould, W.C. Munderloh and 
Archibald Nicoll. The labours of that committee occupied several weeks, 
and its report stated that it had received evidence in connection with the 
grain-loading regulations of this port as compared with those prevailing 
in United States ports from sundry ship owners, ship agents, ship 
captains, steamship companies’ superintendents, shippers and marine 
underwriters, and it concluded as follows :—

The representations of the Marine Underwriters, the Grain Shippers and one 
of the Steamship lines, were to the effect that the regulations for lining of vessels 
and stowage of grain cargoes had worked well and should be maintained without
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Capt. J. A. Vibort to afford temporary assistance during the Deputy War
den’s leave of absence. Capt. Morrison’s illness proved fatal on Iltli of May, 
and the Council takes this opportunity of supplementing the resolution of 
regret and condolence adopted at the time by the Port Warden Hoard of 
Examiners, to record the high estimation in which it held Capt. Morrison’s 
services and its regret at the loss, while yet in the prime of life, 
faithful and capable an officer. The new Deputy Port Warden 
appointed 27th September, when the Council selected 
numerous efficient applicants for the office, Capt. Archibald Reid, for 
many years wharf superintendent here of the Dominion Steamship Line 
the appointment being made to take effect on 15th April, 1893, 
Capt. Vibert being continued meanwhile as temporary assistant to the 
Port Warden.
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BOffice of tub Port Warden. 
Montreal, 31st December, 1892.

Jo the Chairman and Members of the Board of Examiner» for the Office of Port 
Warden of the Harbour of Montreal.

Gentlemen,—I have the honor to submit the annual report of the business of 
this office with statement of receipts and expenditures for the past year.

Navigation opened hy the arrival from sea of the S.S. “ Fremona,” on the 23rd 
April, and closed on the 24th November with the departure of the SS. “ Tyr; ” the 
first sailing vessel to arrive was the barque “ Yuba,” on the 19th May, and the 
first vessel which entered by the Straits of Belle Isle was the S.S. “ Lochmore ” on 

* the 17th June.
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hour hundred and twenty-two vessels of all kinds were entered in this office 
with a tonnage of 788,700 tons, being sixty-nine vessels and 131,049 tons over the 
arrivals of last year. Of these sixty-two were steamers and seven sailing vessels, 
and it is again satisfactory to mention that no vessels have been reported as mis
sing or lost of this large fleet.

The shipments of various kinds have been very heavy this 
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season as shown in

Increase. 1892 Description. 1891 Decrease.

8,817.604 Wheat, bush 
2,247,742 Peas,
4.743,341 Oats,
1,889,860 Corn,

801,762 Barley and Rye, bush.......
817,055 Flour and Meal (equal to bbls).
433,419 Apples, bbls........................

172,702,025 Sawn Lumber, feet.........
10,952 Hay, tons......................................

100,352 jOxen and Horses.......................

2,523,613
329,165

4,050,556
6,293,991
1.918.577 

692,785
2.146.577 
3.283,289

597,881 
316,745 

113,275,651 
2,«Kl 

110,169
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257,027 bus 
2,481,527 “219,174 bbls. 

116,674 “ 
59,426,374 feet 

8,052 tons
9,817 head
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The above shows an important increase in many articles and also a serious de
crease in oxen and horses. There was also a shortage of 14,872 sheep and hoes 
the number being 17.162 against 32,034 in 1891. In sundries, which includes 
cheese, butter, etc., there has been the very large increase of 20,908 tons As the 
result of suggestions made to the Board that the charges for grain-lining of vessels at 
this port were onerous and unnecessary, the Port Warden was instructed to visit 
various Atlantic ports and make such enquiries as would enable you to form a 
comparative judgment between the system of this and other grain-shipping ports. 
Acting on this the Port Warden visited Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Balti
more, and the report furnished by him, after much discussion by a committee aie 
pointed by the Council of the Board of Trade, was revised, and a new code of by
laws adopted with a view to lessen I he expense incurred by grain-carrying vessels, 
ihese modifications have proved acceptable to the shipping agents of the port, and 
have apparently been no detriment to the safety of the vessel.

By the death of the Deputy Port Warden. Capt. G. W. Morrison, which occurred 
on the 12th May, the port and this office have lost a valuable and efficient officer, 
whose whole energies.were devoted to the conscientious performance of his duties. 
That position has been temporarily filled by Capt. J. A. Vibert, a gentleman of 
much knowledge and experience, whose services have been acceptable to the ship
ping interest, and the vacancy having been advertized, several applications were 
made and the Council of the Board of Trade selected Capt. Archibald Reid, who 
has been appointed to the office, and enters upon his duties on the 15th April next.

I beg to call your attention to that portion of my report dated 1887, which treats 
of the great need of a graving-dock being built in this harbour, and is in the fallow
ing terms Each year vessels arrive in port damaged by various causes, surveys 
are held and in some cases permission is granted to load cargo for Great Britain, 
to be docked and ^paired on arrival there, others are ordered to be. docked at 
Quebec, involving considerable risk in going to and returning from that port, be
sides demurrage awaiting tides, etc., all of which would be avoided had
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as mis- we a pro
per dock into which deep draught vessels could be taken at any hour regardless of 
tides, and a large amount of money for the purchase of materials and making re
pairs would be expended in this city.” I again commend this to your earnest con
sideration, as this want is becoming more seriously felt each year, and now that the 
harbour improvements have been commenced, this work should be proceeded 
with without delay, as this dock could be utilized for ordinary wharf purposes, or 
as an extra canal lock when not in use as a graving-dock.

In consequence of the extension of the harbour frontage to Maisonneuve, and so 
many vessels discharging cargoes at Windmill Point, it has become necessary to 
increase the outdoor staff of the office so as to give more careful attention to the 
discharging and loading, which, from the increased number and size of the vessels, 
makes the duties and responsibilities of the Port Warden more constant and oner
ous than formerly. This has kept the whole staff, by whom I have been ably 
assisted, busily occupied during the whole season.

I am, Gentlemen,
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7,927 bus 
1,527 “

117 head

Yotir obedient servant,
Jas. G. Shaw, Port Warden
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irREMOVAL OP TELEPHONE FROM LACHINE CANAL LOCK NO. 2.
0]

At llio request of the Corn Exchange Association, the Council made 
representations to the Department of Railways and Canals, protesting 
against the removal of the telephone from Lock No. 2 of the Lachine 
Canal, and although for a while the instrument was removed,

c<
C
b

upon re
coil)! of further remonstrances from your Council the Department caused 
it to be replaced.

It

It
fo
atDATE OF REMOVAL OF BUOYS AND LIGHTS IN THE RIVER BETWEEN MONTREAL

AND QUEBEC.

Owing to representations suggesting that the buoys and lights between 
Montreal and Quebec bo removed on a fixed date at the close of navigation, 
the Council took the subject into consideration, the result being the adop
tion of the following minute unfavourable to the proposed fixed date 
“The Council therefore finds itself unable to adopt the suggestion, being 
“of opinion that the present arrangement which leaves the matter in the 
“ hands of the Board of Harbour Commissioners, is more satisfactory to 
“ the trade and is better cumulated to protect the general interests of the 

port. 1 ho Council however would recommend that ship-owners who 
“ despatch ships to this port should be advised that it is not safe to 
“ range for any sailing date later than 23rd November.”

IMPROVED QUARANTINE FACILITIES AT GROSSE ISLE.

The insufficiency of the quarantine facilities at Crosse Isle has, for a 
long time, been matter of complaint by the Board of Trade and the ship
ping interest, and for some years past the Council has persistently urged 
upon the Dominion Government the need for a deep water pier at that 
station. The outbreak of cholera in Europe last summer showed the 
absolute necessity of this adjunct to that quarantine station, and 
caused a full inquiry to be made which showed the Grosso Isle sta 
tion to bo in every way inadequately equipped to meet the possible epi
demic. The Council accordingly again addressed the Government, urging 
that all its quarantine stations be forthwith fully equipped, and that at 
Grosse Isle there be provided houses suitably furnished for the recep
tion of immigrants, together with a due store of provisions for their 
maintenance, and also that the work of constructing a deep water pier 
be pushed forward so that it might be ready in time for the spring
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immigration season, in case there is then a recurrence of the cholera 
epidemic in Europe. The Department of Agriculture, in replying to this 
communication said that in so far as possible, the requirements the 
Council had indicated as necessary at the Grosse isle station had already 
been supplied, and that a decision had been arrived at to make Grosse 
sle a first class quarantine station with all modern approved appliances. 

It is understood that the Department is maturing more effective plans 
or the coming season which will include ample arrangements for debark
ation, with ample space for the absolute segregation of the sick and the 
separation of the suspected from those merely under observation.

experienced pilots object to Grosso Isle as beingdifti. 
cult of approach and unsuited for deep water wharfage, and they suggest 
one or more of the neighbouring islands as being better and more accessible 
localities for trans-Atlantic steamships. The minister is doubtless giving 
this question of site the fullest consideration. The shipping interest com- 
plains that the ship is unjustly charged with care and keep of the detained 
passengers and with their subsequent transport from quarantine to Que
bec. The Council is of opinion that these expenses being incurred in the 
general interests of the country are a legitimate charge on the funds of 
the Department.

It is undertood that the Department, taking upon itself the fullest re
sponsibility for the health of immigrants arriving by sea, is concluding 
such arrangements with the Provincial and Civic authorities as will re
lieve the latter from all expense and trouble connected with the ad mission 
of immigrants and their conveyance to their several destinations.

SHELTER WHARF AT FATHER POINT.

The shipping interest has frequently asked the Government for the 
construction of a small shelter wharf at Father Point, mainly for the pro
tection and convenience of the Lower St. Lawrence pilots who land and
embark there by means of boats. From its position Father Point is also 
well suited as a place of call for arriving and departing steamships, and if 
a landing place and shelter fora tender were provided it would be so used 

it is also within easy access of the Intercolonial Railway.

UNION STOCK YARDS.

rl his subject engaged the attention of a committee of the Board last 
year who recommended that the city and the two railways should unite
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in procuring a conveniently situated and suitable emplacement of two 
hundred acres for the lairage of and traffic in livestock, but none of these 
bodies appear to have yet moved in the matter. Unless some such public 
facility is afforded it is impossible for Montreal to become the head
quarters of this important trade which from its position belongs to it.

THE RAILWAY COMPANIES MAKE A SEPARATE ITEM OF CARTAGE CHARGES.

On 8th November the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railway Com
panies issued a circular stating that on and after November 14th a separate 
charge would bo made for cartage instead of its being, as heretofore, 
included in the freight rate ; and moved thereto by representations from 
the wholesale trade and other parties interested, the Council addressed 
the companies urging that the former system of including cartage 
charges in the freight rate be reverted 
change was detrimental to the trade of this city. The reply of the 
railway companies was to the effect that the arrangement having been 
entered into at a meeting of the General Freight Agents of the railways 
of Canada, it could not be changed until another meeting of that organi- 

• zation, but that if shippers were patient for a short time the companies 
hoped to be able to make such arrangements as would be satisfactory to 
them.
REMOVAL OF FREIGHT DISCRIMINATION BY CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO., 

Upon representations made by the Wholesale Dry Goods Association, 
the Council joined that association in representing to the Canadian Paci
fic Railway Co. the discrimination against Montreal existing from certain 
points on its line, with the result that the railway company very 
courteously met the views of the deputation by the issuance of a revised 
tariff removing the discrimination complained of.

LEGISLATION TO SAFEGUARD PROPERTY, ETC., ENTRUSTED TO TRUST
COMPANIES.

The Council has for two years endeavoured, and with success, to check 
the granting of charters to any trust companies which did not include 
due provision for the interests of th"se doing business with them, and 
this year it formulated the following as the provisions it deemed desirable 
for incorporation in the charters of all trust companies : —

Provision for deposit by the company with the Government as security, of de
posits proportionate to the amount of business they transact.

to as it was considered that the
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Separate accounts shall be kept in filenames of the parties interested, of the 
monies and securities of each trust, and at no time shall trust monies form part of, 
or be mixed w’th, the general assets of the company, and the company shall, in the 
receipt of rents, and in the overseeing and m anagement of trust and other property, 
keep distinct records and accounts of all operations connected therewith, anil such 
trust monies and other oro|>erty shall not be liable for the ordinary debts and ob
ligations of the company.

The company shall make and furnish annually to the Lieutenant-Governor and 
to the Legislature a full and unreserved statement of all its affairs, including par
ticulars of its funds, property and securities, the same to be verified on oath of its 
officers.
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The company shall annually render without charge therefor, an account to each 
particular person, on request, of the properties or monies held by it for such per
son, showing where and how invested, the rate of interest earned, &c., &c.—and 
any jierson being the owner of or entitled to the usufruct of any properties or 
monies held by the company, shall at any other time bo supplied with a statement 
of the same upon payment of a reasonable charge therefor.

In case of any property, securities, monies, &c., &c., held by the Company in re
spect to which no interest or dividends have been claimed, nor any other transac
tion taken place for a period of three years, the Company shall take all necessary 

to find the owner or depositor thereof, and if at the end of the year such 
have proved unavailing the names of such persons shall be published in the

means
means
next annual report of the Company.

The Lieutenant-Governor may at any time appoint the Assistant-Treasurer, or 
some other officer of the Treasury Department, to examine the affairs of the said 
Company, and to inspect the books thereof in so far as they refer to the Trust De
partment, and to report to him on the security afforded to those by and for whom 
its engagements are held as aforesaid ; and that the expense of such investigation 
shall be borne by the said Company.
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The Council thereafter had occasion to support the application of one 
company whose bill included all the desired safeguards, and 
ful in procuring, in the bill of another company, the insertion of most of 
the above provisions for the protection of its clients.

was success-

TRVST
POSTAL MATTERS.

Conveyance of English mails by other than the fastest steamships.—The cir. 
cumstance that the English mails, via the St. Lawrence route, were fre
quently brought by slow steamers when fast ones were available, led the 
Council to address the Government recommending that the mails be 
ried by the fastest available steamship, irrespective of the line to which 
it belonged. The Council hopes that the Postmaster-General will bear 
this recommendation in mind in arranging for the summer service of 1893.
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Government Insurance of Registered Letters.—This subject has been 
brought to the attention of the Council which is agreed as to the desira
bility of the arrangement so far as the public is concerned, but it has 
deferred addressing the Government with regard to it until the subject 
shall be further considered. The system has prevailed some time in 
England and the privilege of insuring valuable packages is highly appre
ciated there.

Imperial Penny Postage.—A resolution in favour of this subject was 
adopted at the 1891 Annual Meeting of this Board, and your Council 
therefore instructed its delegates to the Congress of Chambers of Com
merce of the Empire held in London last summer, to support the follow
ing resolution :—

“ That, in the opinion of this Congress the establishment of a uniform penny 
rate of postage between the Mother Country and lier Colonies and Dependencies 
would not only tend to promote trade and freedom of intercourse throughout Her 
Majesty’s Dominions, but would, in an eminent degree, foster and extend the 
cordial relations which at present exist between the various parts of the Empire. 
This Congress t herefore respectfully urges Her Majesty’s Government to take steps 
to secure, with the concurrence of the Colonial Governments, as speedily as may 
be, the establishment of a system of uniform penny postage throughout the whole 
of the British Empire.”

The resolution was unanimously adopted at the Congress, and it has 
since been announced in the London newspapers, seemingly by autho
rity, that the present Imperial Government is favourably disposed towards 
this reform and is not unlikely to deal with it during the coming session 
of Parliament.
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CUSTOMS MATTERS.

Uniform Appraisement Desired.—Early in the year there was submitted 
to the Council a numerously-signed petition to the Minister of Customs 
from a largo number of merchants praying for uniformity in the interpre
tation of the Customs law, and the Council, being thoroughly convinced 
of the justice of the prayer of that petition, endorsed it by adopting the 
following resolution, and by representation on the delegation who pre
sented the petition :

« That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade, having been informed 
that a petition, largely signed by the merchants, importers, manufacturers and 
others in the Dominion, will be presented at an early date to the Government 
through the Hon. Minister of Customs at Ottawa, praying that action be taken to 
bring about in connection with the Customs Department uniformity in the fol
lowing : in the interpretation of the Tariff ; classification of goods for duty ; value
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wliich duty is to be paid ; duties to be paid.'; and that a qualified officer having 
experience be appointed; hereby places on record its approval of the petition, and 
orders that the Secretary, in the name of the Council, respectfully asks that the 
prayer of the petition be granted.”

The Minister, in replying to the petition, admitted the existence of 
cause for complaint, but saw difficulties in the way of removing it, the 
most serious being, ho said, the large number of custom houses, there 
being more in Canada with its small population than in the United States, 
lie, however, promised to give the representations made his most serious 
consideration.
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importers, waited upon the Minister respecting the above-mentioned 
petition, when the Minister indicated his desire thatform penny 
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some arrange
ment should bo effected whereby uniform appraisement should be 
secured. In September some members of the Council, with several other 
merchants, met the Minister, who listened to their representations with 
marked attention, and gave the delegation to understand that he accepted 
the principle of uniform appraisement contended for. On 31st October 
the Council wrote the Minister with regard to its desire for 
uniform appraisement, and quite recently advantage was taken of the 
presence on ’Change of the new Comptroller of the department, the Hon. 
N. Clarke Wallace, to introduce that gentleman to the Council and to 
intimate its anxiety that the department should take steps to that end. 
The Comptroller, in a short address, said that he saw the great import
ance and necessity of uniform appraisement, and that the matter would 
have his early and careful attention ; also, that he thought arrangements 
would be made to meet the views of the merchants.
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The Council trusts that there will be no delay on the part of the 
Government in remedying the present unsatisfactory state of affairs.

Exaction of Duty on goods lost while in Examining Warehouse.—The 
Council was addressed in April by a firm of importers respecting a 
decision in the Exchequer Court which acquitted the Crown from 
responsibility for goods lost while in custody of the Customs, and enforced 
the payment of duty on such goods, so that the importers not only lost a 
valuable packet of goods, but bad to pay the amount of duty thereon. 
The Council, after perusing a copy of the Court’s judgment, expressed 
the opinion that if law, it was not equity, and, thereafter addressed the 
Premier informally with regard to procuring some amelioration of
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importera’ disabilities in thin connection. The department subsequently 
acknowledged the justice of the Council’s contention by remitting the 
amount paid for duty on the lost goods ; the unfortunate importer has 
however, under the law, no claim against the Customs for goods lost while 
in its charge.

Variation in methods of ascertaining strength in Wines, etc.—At the 
instance of a wine importing firm the Council recently addressed 
the department with reference to what appears to be a gross 
injustice. The firm imported some Tarragona wines which the Customs 
officer hero pronounced, after testing, to be of much higher strength than 
these wines usually tost, the importer, believing this test to be incorrect, 
had the wines tested by the City Gauger, appointed by this Board under 
Act 28 Vic., chapter 6, who found the wines to be of the usual strength. 
Another test was made, at the request of the importer, by the Customs 
Surveyor, whoso report agreed with that of the City Gauger. The 
Customs officer here refusing to admit any error in his test, the importer 
appealed to Ottawa, but the Customs authorities there, by using the 
gravity bottle (which gives a higher test than the hydrometer, the usual 
instrument), obtained a result similar to the Customs officer here, and 
forced the importer to pay the extra duty his wines were thus rendered 
liable to, although his competitors in business pay duty on the lower 
strength given by the hydrometer. The Council recently addressed the 
Customs Department with regard to this matter in substance as follows : 
—(1) That the test of the City Gauger, an officer appointed under a 
Provincial Act of Parliament (whose certificates are the only legal evi
dence in the Province between buyer and seller, and which certificates 
must be received as prima facie evidence in all Courts of Justice in this 
Province) should not be set aside by the department as inadmissable 
evidence. (2) That the tests made by the City Gauger and the Customs 
Surveyor agreeing, is reasonable proof that they were correct according 
to the hydrometer test. (3) That the wines in this instance being above 
26 are by 53 Vic., chap. 20, sec. 1, par. f, to be ascertained by the 
Sikes hydrometer, and that, as the bulk of Tarragona wines imported are 
tested by that hydrometer, it is unfair to place one importer at a disad
vantage with his competitors in business by testing his wines with the 
gravity bottle, which, as the department admits, always gives a greater 
strength than the hydrometer ; That even if technically, the department 
is justified by the law in its position, yet, until the gravity bottle is the
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generally used instrument for testing wines, no importer should be com
pelled to pay duty on the higher strength that instrument gives, and that 
in the case of the importation of Tarragona wines herein referred to, the 
Department should allow them to be entered at the strength given by the 
doubly verified test of the Customs Surveyor and the City Gauger.

EXPORT DUTY ON RAW LUMBER.

An influential deputation of lumbermen and pulp manufacturers waited 
upon the Council and submitted and spoke to a resolution previously adopt
ed by them, recommending the Government to fix such a rate of export 
duty on raw lumber, etc., as will at least place the Canadian manufacturer 
on an equality with the foreigner manufacturing from the Canadian pro
duct. The Council, after considering the representations made, adopted 
the following resolution : —

That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade endorses the principles of the 
resolution adopted by representative lumbermen and pulp manufacturers, and now 
submitted by them, and that the Council hereby respectfully suggests to the 
Dominion Government the adoption of a policy of protection to the forest products 
of this country, so that Canadian manufactures thereof may be promoted.

PROHIBITORY TARIFF IN NEWFOUNDLAND ON CERTAIN CANADIAN PRODUCTS.

The action of the Government of Newfoundland in imposing a pro
hibitory tariff upon certain Canadian products, notably flour and pork, 
was one of the subjects that first engaged your Council’s attention after 
election to office, and it was one of the most serious brought before itdur- 
the the year. The Council felt that while it would be impolitic for it to 
interfere in any way in the questions at issue between the Canadian and 
Newfoundland Governments, it was within its province to urge upon the 
Dominion Government the procuring of a modus vivendi whereunder 
certain products of the two countries might be exchanged on the same 
basis as heretofore, and that the action taken might be most carefully and 
thoroughly considered it, on 9th February, referred the matter to a com
mittee which reported as follows on 14th March.

To the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade.

Gentlemen,—Your Committee appointed 9th February, with regard to tariff 
difficulties between Newfoundland and Canada begs to report as follows

That it flrot wrote the Dominion Millers’ Association, the Toronto, Ottawa, Que
bec, Halifax, St. John, N.B., and St. John’s, Nfld. Boards of Trade, communicating 
your opinion that, pending the settlement by diplomacy of the questions at issue
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between Newfoundland and Canada, a modus vivendi should be adopted by the 
two Governments w hereunder certain products might be exchanged between these 
countries upon the old terms.

That replies endorsing that opinion 
Association, the Toronto, Quebec and Halifax Boards of Trade, and that a deputa
tion, arranged by the Dominion Millers’ Association, met the Government at Ottawa 

tenth in-tant. Messrs. Abner Kingman and Jas. 8. Norris kindly consenting to 
represent this Board on the occasion.

That Messrs. Kingman and Norris met your Committee this forenoon and re
ported orally in substance as follows

That the deputation consisted of representatives of the Dominion Millers’Asso
ciation (Toronto), the London, Hamilton and Toronto Boards of Trade, and that it 
was received by the Hon. J. J. C. Abbott, Premier, the Hon. Sir J. S. D. Thompson. 
Minister of Justice; the Hon. G. E. Foster, Minister of Finance ; and the Hon. 
Chas. H. Tupper, Minister of Marine and Fisheries, all of whom received the dele
gates most cordially. That the speakers represented that in view of the amount of 
business which would be done with Newfoundland, it was of urgent importance 
that some arrangement be effected before the spring business opened. That the 
Premier in replying said that the Government was fully aware of the importance 
to Canada of the Newfoundland trade and that the question had not been lost sight 
of, in fact the Government was prepared to do anything in reason and so far ftom 
standing on its dignity it had extended the right band of fellowship to Newfound
land, but had not as yet been met as it should have been. The Premier added that 
he was glad to find that the deputation’s views were in accord with his. as was 
evidenced by the circumstance that the Government had some time since sug
gested to the Newfoundland Government the establishment of a modus vivendi. 
The Canadian Government had cabled to l-ondon a proposition that a conference 
should be held there composed of one representative from the Newfoundland Gov
ernment, one from the Canadian Government, and a third to lie named by the 
Imperial Government, these three gentlemen to discuss the whole matter. So far, 
however, an acceptance of this proposition had not been received. The Hon. Mr. 
Abbott concluded by saying that be was not sanguine of a Sliced y solution of the 
difficulty.

That on date of that interview with the Government, but too late for trans
mittal to the delegates, your Committee received from the Halifax Board of Trade 
telegraphic communication of the following resolution, adopted by that Board

« Recognizing that the balance of trade with Newfoundland has been 
“ of the Dominion in proportion of four to one, your Committee has no hesitation in 
« recommending cordial co-operation with Montreal Board of Trade in their efforts 
« t0 arrange a modus vivendi with Newfoundland, and further your Committee is 
“ decidedly of opinion that it would be in the best interests of the whole Dominion

t0 withdraw present restricted Custom House regulations against Newfoundland 
“ on the basis of mutual concessions.”
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I hat your Committee is of opinion that the Council should continue to urge upon

the Government the withdrawal of all retaliatory legislation against Newfoundland 
and to trust to diplomacy to arrange other matters in dispute,—and further that 
the Government shout I be sustained by the Council in its opposition to a treaty 
giving rights and privileges to a foreign power on this continent in the British 
North American inshore fisheries which,jointly with Newfoundland, belong to the 
Dominion of Canada by birthright and immemorial
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it at Ottawa 
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usage.
The whole respectfully submitted,

John B. McLba, Chairman. 
Edo Ait Judob,
Ciias. H. Goui.d.

on and re-

Montrbal, 15th March, 1892.

This report was unanimously adopted by the Council, and its 
inondations communicated to the Premier (Hon. J. J. C. Abbott) and the 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries (Hon. C. H. Tapper).

The Dominion Government’s position at that time was defined in a 
letter from the Hon. C. H. Tupper to the Council which stated that “Can
ada is willing to revert to the position prior to the enforcement of the 
Bait Act. She is willing to restore to Newfoundland the suspension of 
the Act of 1885, if Newfoundland removes the restrictions regarding the 
bait supply and the traffic in frozen herring, and the tariff of 1891.”

After some weeks of anxious expectancy on the part of all those inter
ested in trade with Newfoundland, the following telegram from the 
Premier dated May 27th, conveyed the welcome intelligence that the 
tariff difficulties had been satisfactorily arranged: “ Arrangements com- 
“ pleted with Newfoundland to-day reverting to status quo of 1889. On 
“ both sides proclamation will appear to-morrow.”

That proclamation was published in the Official Gazette of 28th May 
ns follows:—

Whereas by Chapter 83 of the Revised Statutes of Canada, “ An Act respecting 
the duties of Customs," Section 3, it is enacted that fish and other products of the 
fisheries shall be chargeable with and there shall be collected thereon the rates of 
duty set forth and described in schedule B to the said Act and set opposite to each 
of them respectively: Provided, that the whole or part of the duties imposed by 
the said section may be remitted as respects either the United States or the Island 
of Newfoundland, or both, upon proclamation of the Governor in Council, which 
may be issued whenever it appears to his satisfaction that the Governments of the 
United Slates and the Island of Newfoundland, or either of them, have made 
changes in their tariffs of duties imposed on articles imported from Canada in re
duction or repeal of the duties in force in the said countries respectively ;
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And whereas it has been made to appear to the satisfaction of our Governor- 
( ieneral in Council that the Island of Newfoundland has made changes in its tarifi 
of duties imposed upon certain articles imported from Canada in reduction of 
tain duties heretofore in force in the said Island :

Now know ye that we have thought it fit to proclaim, order and declare, and it is 
hereby ordered and declared, by ami with the advice of our Privy Council for Can
ada, that the duties imposed by the said Act upon fish and other products of the 
fisheries hereafter imported into Canada from the Island of Newfoundland aforesaid 
am hereby remitted.

cer-

DES1HEII IMPORTATION OF PETROLEUM IN BULK.

At the instance of some members of the Board, the Council considered 
a petition to Parliament praying that Petroleum and its products should 
bo allowed to be imported in bulk, with the result that the Council en
dorsed that prayer. The Customs Department in acknowledging the 
Council’s endorsation said, that as it was a matter having reference to 
tariff, it must necessarily be held in abeyance until such time as there 
contemplated changes in the tariff.

are

INSOLVENCY LEGISLATION.

In accordance with a recommendation contained in the Council’s report 
for last year, the Council took up the question of Insolvency Legislation 
immediately after its election, and decided that the Curran Bill of 1885 
prepared by a committee of the Council should, with necessary alterations, 
form the basis of any legislation to be recommended, and appointed the 
following a committee on the subject : — Messrs. E. B. Greenshiolds, chair
man; Jas. A. Cantlie, Geo. Childs, R. M. Esdaile, John B. McLea. James 
Slessor, Geo. W. Stephens.

This committee after conference with Mr. Jas. P. Cleghorn, whose 
previous services in connection with Insolvency Legislation are well 
known and gratefully remembered, associated with it Mr. A. L. Kent, 
of Messrs. Kent & Turcotte, who was then preparing a draft bill 

the Curran Bill with amendments from the Quebecbased upon
Act. This bill was, after careful consideration and some amendments, 
adopted by the Committee, who thereafter had it printed and copies sent 
to all the Boards of Trade throughout the Dominion with a letter stating 
that the Council generally approved its provisions and desired their co
operation in procuring its adoplion by Parliament. The main features of 
this bill were (1.) The doing away with all preferences ; (2.) The equit
able distribution of the assets of all insolvent estates; (3.) A reasonable
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discharge clause for honest debtors ; (4.) The abolition of any class of 
official assignees as provided in the previous Act.

The replies from the western Boards being favourable to the main 
provisions of that bill, Mr. Cantlie and Mr. Kent were deputed to proceed 
to Toronto to confer with representatives of the Toronto, London and 
Hamilton Boards with a view of coming to some agreement respecting 
those clauses of the bill on which difference of opinion exi-ted, and on 
arrival there those gentlemen found that the Toronto Board of Trade 
had also been working on a similar bill. All the provisions of the 
measure finally resolved upon were carefully discussed, and a draft bill 
adopted which was subsequently approved by the Council and included 
all the important provisions that the Committee were anxious to see in 
the measure.

A joint delegation was then appointed to interview the Premier with 
regard to the introduction of the bill, but correspondence with him 
elicited an expression of his opinion that it would be quite impossible 
to pass an insolvency bill at that period of the session. The Premier 
however had expressed his willingness, after the session was over, 
to meet a delegation upon the question of the introduction of the bill at 
next session, but owing to the absence from the country of the Premier 
and the Minister of Finance, and to other causes, that interview was defer
red until 15th December when tne new Premier, (Sir J. S. D. Thompson) 
the Minister of Finance, (Hon. Mr. Foster) and the Minister of Agriculture, 
(Hon. Mr. Angers) received a large deputation from the Montreal, Toronto, 
Hamilton and London Boards of Trade ; the Montreal delegation consisting 
of Messrs. E. B. Greenshields, C. P. Hébert, Jas. A. Cantlie, J. B. Learmont, 
J. B. McLea and Jas. Slessor, together with Mr. A. L. Kent. In intro
ducing the deputation your President explained fully the laws of the dif
ferent provinces regarding insolvency matters, showing clearly the evils 
that were being continually perpetrated in the name of and under cover 
of the law, and stated that the merchants of Canada being practically 
unanimous in their desire to have an insolvent law, had a right to ask the 
Government to introduce a general insolvent act and thus remove the evil 
of preferences for individual creditors, which in some ofthe provinces was 
a standing disgrace to the whole country. The Toronto delegates ex
plained the difference between the proposed act and the insolvent law of 
1875, and addressed the ministers on the legal features of the draft bill. 
The ministers listened with interest to the representations ofthe delegates
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and requested to bo furnished with copies of the draft bill submitted, and 
suggested that a small committee be appointed from the different Boards 
present to discuss its provisions with them at a subsequent date. Since 
then the draft bill has been reprinted, and copies thereof sent to each 
of the Ministers together with the following letter :—

Office Board of Trade,
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Montreal, Jan. 9th, 1893.
Sir,—Refe rring to the interview that the deputation of merchants had with the 

Premier, yourself and other members of the Government, on the question of Insol 
vency Legislation, I have now the honour to enclose a copy of the proposed Insol
vent Act,

This draft act has been under the consideration of the Montreal and Toronto 
Boards of Trade for a year, and the persons who have taken an interest in prepar
ing it have been considering this matter for a number of years, and are familiar 
with the working of the old insolvent aot and of the laws of the different Provinces 
providing for the distribution of assets, so that the bill has been very carefully 
compiled and has had the advantage of all the exjierienee which merchants and 
experts can give.

I am requested to ask your careful consideration of this measure and to express 
the hope that it will he taken up by the Government and introduced into the 
House of Commons at the coming session.

A committee consisting of the Présider... of the Montreal Board of Trade, the 
Vice-President of the Toronto Board of Trade, Mr. A. L. Kent, of Messrs. Kent & 
Turcotte,of Montreal, Mr. D. E. Thompson, Q.C., of Toronto, and Mr.E. R.C.Clarkson, 
of Toronto, was appointed at the suggestion of the Government to confer with the 
Ministers on any point that they might like to have discussed in connection with 
this measure.

The representative character of the deputation that had the honour of waiting on 
the Ministry at Ottawa, and the articles on Insolvent Legislation that have since 
appeared in such papers as the Shareholder, Journal of Commerce, Trade Review, &c., 
show the general desire on the part of the commercial community that the Gov
ernment should introduce at the first session of Parliament, an equitable insolvent 
law applicable to the whole Dominion.

The unfair laws of most of the Provinces in regard to Preferences and Preferen
tial Assignments are a disgrace to any country, and make it very important that 
a general Insolvent Law, creditable to Canada, should be passed with as little de
lay as possible.
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I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Geo. Hadrii.l
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AMENDMENTS T<> THE PROVINCIAL CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE RESPECTING

ARANDONMENT OF PROPERTY.

The amendments to the Code of Civil Procedure agreed upon last 
year by the Quebec and Montreal Boards and published in the Council’s 
Report for 1891, being embodied in a Bill introduced in the Legislative 
Assembly by Mr. T. E. Normand, M.P.F., your Council supported same by 
resolution. Subsequently exception was taken in the Parliamentary 
Committee at Quebec to the following clause, some Members thinking 
that it should provide, as in the old Dominion insolvent act. for the nomi
nation of the curator by a majority in number and two-thirds in value :— 
“The Judge shall appoint as curator or curators, inspector or inspectors, 
“ the party or parties nominated by the majority in value of the creditors 
present or represented at the meeting." Experience of the clause in the 
<dd insolvent law with its majority in number and two-thirds in value 
having been most unsatisfactory, there being frequent conflicts between 
the majority in number representing an aggregate of small amounts and 
a minority in number with aggregate of large amount, the Council deter
mined that every effort should be made to pass the clause as it stood in 
the Bill, and deputed Mr. Chas. P. Hébert and Mr. A. Turcotte to proceed
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the appointment of the curator rested with a majority in value and 
her combined, the wording of the Insolvent Act of 1875 being followed. 
The following are abridged clauses of the act as finally adopted, which 
act is now operative :—
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1. A sworn claim and vouchers to be tilled with the demand of assignment.
2. The debtor must, on service of the demand of assignment, declare that 

he consents to assign, and within three days must file with the Prothonotary a 
statement of liabilities and an estimate of his assets. Capias follows refusal.

3. If the debtor is a woman and refuses to assign, the assets may be seized, 
and a curator ap[>ointed in the ordinary way.

4. Meeting to be held within 5 and 10 days of the notice of assignment.
5. Tl\e judge must appoint as a curator the nominee of the majority in 

ber and value, and if these conflict, may use his discretion.
6. A demand may be made, proxy signed, or vote given by any person 

having authority to sign for the creditor in general business matters.
7. The curator, on the advice of the creditors, may contest the assignment. 

The debtor, or his agent, or manager may be examined under oath before
the judge, in respect to the position of his affairs.
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While the Council was not successful in procuring the passage of tin- 
clause respecting the appointment of curators in the exact terms it desired, 
the other amendments to the code advocated by it were all incorporated 
in the Bill.

With those amendments, legislation in this Province respecting insol 
vent debtors is oquitable, but in the other Provinces the laws governing 
insolvency are very unsatisfactory, and as the distribution of the Assets 
Acts in Ontario and Quebec are held by most people who have looked into 
the matter to be “ultra vires," insolvency matters having been especially 
reserved to the Dominion Parliament at Ottawa at the time of confede
ration, the urgent need for the adoption by the Dominion Parliament of 
a general Insolvent Law applicable to the whole Dominion is clearly seen

QUEBEC PARLIAMENT.

Art to Amend the Charter of the City of Montreal."—The following 
clauses of this Bill were opposed by a deputation of j’our Council, which 
was joined at Quebec by delegations from the Canadian Bankers’ Asso
ciation of this city and from the Montreal Beal Estate Association:—

Clause 22, Section a.- -To levy a tax, not exceeding one per cent., on bank shares 
or shares in financial companies, and on goods, merchandise and moveables in 
the city.

Section 1.—To allow aldermen of the city an annual sum for their services, and 
to impose a fine for voluntary absence from sittings of the Council ; the by-law 
which shall be passed in virtue of this act shall lie submitted to the popular vote 
at the following municipal elections, and the voting shall lie in accordance with 
sub-section 5 of section 8 of the charter.

The result of the representations made by the joint delegation be 
fore the parliamentary comm'ttee was that both these clauses were with
drawn from the bill.
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OBJECTIONABLE METHODS OP PROVINCIAL TAXATION.

While fully recognizing the need for increased Provincial taxation, the 
Council has had to take exception to some of the means adopted to this end. 
In March the Council met the Provincial Treasurer, (Hon. J. S. Hall), and 
urged that the Commercial Corporations tax be reduced or abolished as it 
had the effect of driving business away from this Province, and of causing 
a discrimination between corporations and private firms to the advantage 
of the latter; and, with regard to the Mining tax, the Council asked that 
it be entirely abrogated as it was having a very damaging effect on that 
industry. The Treasurer represented that while he might be able to re-
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commend nome modification in the Commercial Corporations tax, the 
henvy expenditure to which the Province was committed would prevent 
its abolition, and that the Mining tax would, ho thought, be either re
pealed or more equitably adjusted.

In June the Treasurer's proposed now taxation 
the Council supported the Government in its desire to bring on an equit
able measure that would put the financial aflairs of the Province on a pro
per basis. On further consideration several inequalities of taxation

in the general scheme, and the tax of l£c. per dollar on transfers of 
real estate was considered an objectionable one. The following resolution 
was adopted by your Council and communicated to the Hon. Mr. Hall : —

Retolved,—That the present tax on transfers of real estate is found to be a very 
onerous one, and has the effect of Immuring business in Montreal where the bulk 
of this tax is collected and that it discriminates against Montreal particularly, 
(1,) owing to transactions being larger in amount, and (2,) because of the greater 
activity in real estate business in Montreal. Lovell’s Classified Business Directory 
gives a list of 136 real estate and house agents doing business in Montreal, while in 
the city of Quebec, for example, there are no real estate agents. The sales in Mon
treal registered in August of each year for the last three years are as follows .

139 sales 
138 sales 
71 sales

showing a considerable falling off in August, 1892, part of which is attributed to the 
tax on transfers.

That the most equitable way cf levying a Real Estate tax is by a rate on the 
assessed valuation of real estate throughout the whole province so that real estate 
will bear a fair share of the burden. The slightest reference to the registered sales 
of real estate outside of the District of Montreal will serve to show the unduly large 
proportion of the tax borne by Montreal as compared with other places, a very 
much larger proportion than would be borne under a general tax on real estate m 
the whole province.

That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade strongly urges the Provincial 
Government to repeal the present tax on transfers, and substitute therefor a small 
tax on real estate throughout the Province of Quebec.

The Provincial Treasurer’s replies to these several representations in- 
dicating that at the fall session of the Legislature these taxes could be 
reconsidered, further consideration of them was deferred until November 
when the following letter was addressed to the Provincial Premier, who 
formally acknowledged it just before he resigned office : -
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OFKICB BOARD OK TRADE.

Montreal, November 00,1892.
To the Honourable C. B. de Boucherville, Premier, Quebec :

Sir,— l'lie Council of the Board of Trade expressed some time since its hearty 
approval of the determination of the Government to meet the obligations of the 
Province for expenditure already incurred, although this involved the necessity of 
increased contributions from the people. Mature consideration has convinced the 
Council that certain portions of the scheme of taxation adopted at the last session 
• >f the Legislature are unequal, and in many instances burdensome in tlieir opera
tion. As the recognized mouthpiece of the mercantile community, urgent appeals 
have been made to the Council to place its views on the whole question before the 
Government, which it now l>egs permission to do.

While recognizing fully the necessity of providing for the obligations of the pro
vince, the Council believes that taxation should be based u|>on on equality of bur
den, every citizen of the province as well as the total real property of the province, 
sharing equally in providing for the public charges.

The Council is therefore strongly of opinion that the fairest scheme of taxation 
that can be devised would be a small impost upon the real property of the province. 
Such a tax would fall lightly on the country parishes and would lie easy and in
expensive of collection. The cities would still bear the bulk of the burden, but the 
feeling of inequality would cease to exist in view of the fact that all would share 
in the impost.

If special taxation of the mercantile and professional communities were still 
necessary, the Council considers that such taxation should be based upon rental, a 
given percentage being levied upon all business men carrying stock in their own or 
leased premises, and a larger percentage upon those who carry no stock but simply 
require offices for t he prosecution of their business for which of course a less rental 
is paid. A tax of the same nature should be levied on the rental of members of 
the liberal professions, brokers and agents of all kinds, no branch of trade or com
merce being exempted. These taxes should be made to apply uniformly to the 
whole province and thus remove existing discrimination.

The Council strongly objects to the tax on transfers of real estate, inasmuch 
the burden falls almost entirely upon the district of Montreal. It is not a case where 
thi district simply bears too large a proportion of a tax, but a case in which it 
practically bears the whole. The Council memorialized the Government with 
regard to this impost on the 21st September last, and would again urge that, in 
common fairness to this city and district, this burden be entirely removed as a tax 
obstructive to growth and prosperity.

The Council would respectfully remind the Government that this Province is not 
in a position to bear the burden of excessive and unequal taxation, and would 
therefore earnestly urge upon the Executive the necessity of the greatest possible 
economy in the management of the provincial finances. It is scarcely within the 
province of the Council to indicate where it thinks greater economy might be
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practised, but it ventures to point to what it considers an anomaly, viz., the indem
nity paid to members in thin embarrassed Province is $800, whereas the sessional 
allowance of members of the Provincial House in the Province of Ontario is only 
$600. The Council is strongly of opinion that this anomaly should cease to exist. 
The circumstances of the Province seem also to call fora further economy in the 
abolition of the Legislative Council, due regard being given to the rights of existing 
councillors.

The intimate bearing of taxation upon trade is the Council’s justification for its 
course in thus addressing the Government. The merchants of Montreal have to 
contend against an ever increasing severity of competition on the part of western 
houses, and the maintenance of their supremacy anil the consequent prosperity of 
the city and province depend measveably upon the weight of local taxation they 
have to bear. The Council thinks the vital importance of the most stringent econ
omy, coupled with a scheme of taxation which shall not press unduly upon any 
city or class, must be apparent to every one, and it feels it to lie its duty to urge its 
views on the members of the Government.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
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Geo. Hadrii.i., Secretary.

Soon afterwards, (on 28th Doc.) a large deputation of the Council and 
general members of the Board, together with representatives of other or
ganizations, had an interview in this city with the Hon. Mr. Hall, trea
surer, the Hon. Mr. Tuition, premier, and other members of the Provin- 
cial Government, when the unequal provisions of the tax affecting the 
wholesale and retail traders were vigorously objected to by the delegates 
The generally expressed opinion was that every one was willing to pay 
their share of taxation as the necessity of it was clearly seen, but the 
delegation desired an equitable division of the taxation, and the feeling 
seemed to prevail that a tax on rentals throughout the Province would be 
preferred even though in the aggregate Montreal might have to pay a 
still larger proportion than under the present system. The Premier and 
the Treasurer intimated that the tax would herealter be amended in the 
direction of its more equal distribution, but stated that as there was so 
little time before the opening of the session, they wished the delegates 
and those they represented would accept the tax as it was for this year, 
on the understanding that remedial legislation would be introduced by 
the Government at the next session of the Provincial Parliament.

As the result of subsequent correspondence with the Hon. Mr. Hall, 
the council on 10th instant, adopted the following minute which was 
thereafter communicated to him :—

ire still 
entai, a 
own or 
simply 
s rental 
i hers of 
or com- 
r to the

luch as 
a where 
rhich it 
it with 
that, in 
is a tax

:e is not 
l would 
possible 
fain the 
ight be

' : - 
. j.

i

t-a
sg

-s
;

Sc
"

>
*r

—
 ?r

 •



148

Revenue,—That if the difficulties iu the way of direct taxation of real estate 
are, as the Honourable the Treasurer intimates, insuperable, the Council 
would urge that in the cities and wherever practicable, a tax on rentals be 
imposed, not only on the rentals of busiess and professional men as men
tioned in the Council’s letter to the Premier of 30th November last, but 
also upon the rentals of the private residences of all who would not be 
liable under the heading of business or professional men, the tax being sn 
arranged that in the case of those who might be liable under both headings, 
it shall be levied only upon the higher of the two rentals paid. The rental 
of all dwellings, except in country places, can be easily arrived at, and in places 
where statistics of rentals are not obtainable, a specific tax of so many dollars 
should be imposed on all rentals. It is felt very important that all the taxes 
should not fall on the business community, and even if the cities paid more than 
they do at present, and even if it cost the Government something to collect the 
rental tax, it is felt that the necessary taxation would be more equitably imposed 
in this way-

Expenditure.—That no more subsidies should be granted for the promotion or 
support of Railways, and that any such subsidies already granted that may have 
been allowed to lapse, should not be revived or diverted in any other direction or 
to any other railway, but revert in all cases to the Treasury. This is held to be 
very important, and it is strongly urged that no diverted subsidies to railways be 
allowed to appear in this year’s estimates.

On the 14th instant another interview took place between the Hon.Mr 
Hall and a small delegation of your Council and other members of the 
Board, when several suggestions were made by the delegates respecting 
the tax on the wholesale and retail merchants.

Thst interview was probably the conclusion of the present Council's 
action in regard to this taxation, which the Council believes the Govern
ment will in some way modify in the direction of its more equal distri
bution.
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CIVIC MATTEBS.

Objections made to City Council Awarding Contracts Without Calling for 
Tenders.—It appearing that the City Council was likely to award the con
tract for the electric lighting of the city without asking for tenders, the 
following letter was addressed to that body:—

Montreal, Nov. 23, 1892.
To the Mayor and Council of the City of Montreal:

Gentlemen,—The Council of the Board of Trade desires respectfully to state that 
it has observed with much concern, from reports in the daily press, that there is a 
possibility that your honorable body is about to depart from the well-established 
and proper rule that no contract shall be granted until public tenders have been 
first called for. In the interests of the citizens generally, and especially as repre-
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. others, then it is but fair that they should receive the

renewal of any given contract, but the obviously just and proper principle for which 
the Council contends is, as stated above, that under no circumstances should 
tracts be awarded until tenders have been called for.

on

as

con-

T am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

Geo. Hadbill, 
Secretary.

to induce the City
Council to proceed in the matter of the electric light contract in accord
ance with its own pledge previously given that tenders should be called 
for, and with regard for the interest of citizens, that letter being 
lows 6
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One week later the Council made another effort

as fbl-

Montrbal, Nov. :10th., 1892.
Gentlemen, 1 have the honour to refer to letter from the Council of this Board 

dated 23rd instant, in reference to the awarding of contracts by your honourable 
body without asking for tenders, and am specially to refer to the contract for the 
electric lighting of the city.

C°"nci1 of the Board of Trade feels very strongly that the pledge given bv 
the City Council on Dec. 27,1888, when the lighting contract was awarded to the 
Royal Electric Company, that the contract should not be renewed excepting after 
tenders had been called for one year before the expiry of the contract, should be 
kept in good faith. The citizens of Montreal will be able to place little confidence 
in any resolution of the City Council if a solemn pledge like this is broken, and 
the Council of this Board hopes that the aldermon will seriously consider this view 
of the matter before acting.

The Council of this Board is assured that reliable companies are ready to under
take the electric lighting of the city at the rate of one hundred dollars ($100) per 
light per annum, and it is almost certain that, if tenders were called for even a 
less rate than that would be secured by the city. A reduction of twenty-one dol
lars ($21) a light on fifteen hundred lights represents a saving to the city cf over 
three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000), and in tin present state of the civic 
finances it is most important that the saving of this large amou r.t should be 
effected.
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The Council of the Board of Trade would urge every member of the City Council 
to consider the solemn trust confided to him by the electors to guard the interests 
of the city in every way.

I have the honour to be, Your Worship’s obedient servant,
Quo. Hadrill, Secretary.

That these two remonstrances were ineffectual is now well known, a 
majority of the City Council disregarding them and other urgent repre
sentations from citizens, and awarding the contract for the electric lighting 
of the city for a term of ten years at a rate believed to be considerably 
in excess of wbat might have been procured had tenders been called for

Improved Municipal Government Required—As an immediate result of 
the City Council’s indifference to citizens' interests, there has been a gen
eral and strong desire developed that the municipal government of tin- 
city should be improved, and the Council, appointed the following a 
special committee to confer with other bodies as to the desirability of 
endeavouring to obtain amendment of the City Charter in that direc
tion Messrs. Edgar Judge, Chairman; Chas. P. Hébert, Geo. Childs, 
J. Cradock Simpson, James Slessor and subsequently Mr. J. B. Lcarmont.

That committee held a conference meeting with representatives of the 
following organizations:—Real Estate Association, Citizens’ League, City 
Improvement Association and Volunteer Electoral League, at which it 
was resolved that the various organizations there represented should 
tile with the committee their respective views upon the subject of how 
our municipal government may be improved, in order that such views 
should be considered by the committee with the object of finding therein 
common ground for action on the part of said organizations and of report
ing same to their representatives at another conference meeting.

Subsequent to the date of that meeting the committee presetted are- 
port which, after recounting action taken, stated that it being understood 
that the Government would not at the forthcoming session amend the City 
Charter excepting to provide for this year’s elections, the committee 
deemed it unnecessary to presently discuss ageneial amendment thereof. 
That report, concluded with the following recommendations :—

That your Committee does however recommend that the Council should strongly 
urge the Government to provide by immediate legislation for a general civic elec
tion in February or March next and if this be obtained, your committee hopes that 
the new Council may deem it within its province to endeavour to make its influence 
felt in the direction of securing honest and capable representatives in the City 
Council,
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'Lliat partly as a result of that conference meeting a Municipal Reform Associa
tion has been formed, and your Committee detuns it desirable that this and other 
kindred organizations working for municipal reform, should 
support of the Board of Trade,

That your Committee in conclusion, begs to express its conviction that there is no 
subject which comes before the Council of the Board of Trade of greatc- importance 
to the welfare of this Citytlmn that of the need of good municipal government, and 
until it be obtained your Committee recommends that a committee on municipal 
affairs be maintained by successive Councils,
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Tho Council has accordingly addressed the Provincial Premier praying 
that his Government will immediately take the necessary stops to bring 
about a general election of Aldermen for the present year, and that such 
election shall not be fixed for any date before the 1st of March so that 
time and opportunity may bo afforded to citizens to bring out suitable 
candidates and to make arrangements to secure their election.

.•

INCREASED ACCOMMODATION NEEDED FOR CROSSING THE LACHINE

WELLINGTON BRIDGE.

The need of increased accommodation for crossing the Canal at the 
Wellington Bridge becomes more pressing each year, and has been urged 
upon the Government by previous Councils, the following rcsolution'bo- 
ing adopted on 16th Dec., 1890 :

Rewired,—'I hat in view of the large and increasing traffic across the hachine 
Canal, the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade would urgently impress upon 
the Department of Railways and Canals the absolute necessity of immediately 
constructing the new bridge provided for in the estimates of this year, and

That the Council also asks for the replacement of the present Wellington Street 
and Black’s bridges by new structures having not less than four tracks each for 
vehicles and two sidewalks, and

That it is respectfully recommended that care should lie taken in building the 
necessary piers that they be sunk low enough to warrant the prosecution of the 
contemplated deepening of the canal as soon as decided upon.

When recently it became known that the Government had yielded to 
the repeated entreaties for increased accommodation for crossing the 
Canal, and was about to commence erecting a new bridge, an agitation 
sprung up in favor of a sub-way instead which threatened to cause the in
definite postponement of that long desired improvement. Your Council 
therefore addressed the following letter to Mr. J. J. Curran, M.P., that 
gentlemen having been largely instrumental in inducing the Government 
to make an appropriation for the new bridge :—
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Office Board of Trade, 
Montreal, November, 18,

Dear Sir,—At a special meeting of the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade 
held to-day, the question of the Wellington street crossing over the Lachine canal 
was discussed, and after full consideration of the matter the Council sees no reason 
to change its views as previously expressed, viz., that, in view of the large and in
creasing trallic at this point, it is absolutely necessary that the new bridge provided 
for be constructed at once, and that care be taken in building the necessary piers 
that they be sunk to a sufficient depth to allow of the contemplated deejieniiig of 
the canal.

. The Council would like you to again urgently impress upon the Department of 
Railways and Canals the importance of at once proceeding with this work, as the 
necessity for prompt relief at this point is empnasized by every day experience.

The Council is in favor of the construction of a tunnel under the canal, if it is 
found to be practicable in connection with the proposed ship channel and deep, 
water basins for sea-going vessels above. Wellington bridge. It thinks, however, that 
this might be left until the construction of the deep water basins in the lower 
reaches of the canal, about which the Council (Demoralized the Government 
May 22nd, 1891.
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Yours truly,

Geo. Hadrill,
Secretary.

DEPOSITS ON ACCOUNT OF GENERAL AVERAGE BOND.

The custom of exacting deposits on account of average bond without 
allowing interest thereon, has long been felt by importers to be unfair, 
and the Council of this Board in 1887 adopted a report recommending 
that any portion of the money deposited not required for immediate ex
penditure for salvage charges and other expenses should be deposited in 
a bank at interest, and that when average is settled, merchants should be 
allowed their proportion of interest so earned. The matter was again 
brought to the Council’s attention early this year, and the following re
port adopted which it will be noticed was agreed to by the steamship 
agents at this Port :—

To the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade :—

Gentlemen, A our committee appointed April 19th to meet shipowners with re
gard to your desire that interest should be allowed on deposits on account of Gen
eral Average Bond, begs to report

that having met representatives of the trans-Atlantic steamship companies, 
these gentlemen express themselves as ready to accept it as an additional rule or
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cusU.m of port, that hereafter general average statements adjusted in Montreal 
shall be made up with interest at four per cent, per annum in favour of depositors 
on their unexpended balances, whenever these exceed the sum of fifty dollirs.

Respectfully submitted,

RADE,
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Charles P. Hébert,
Chairman.

Chas. H. Gocli).
W. C. Mundbrloh.

We the undersigned Steamship Agents hereby agree to the foregoing 
H. & A. Allan, 

for the Allan Line.
Mundbrloh & Co.,

Agents for Hamburg Am. Packet Co.
Robert Rbford & Co.,

for Donaldson, Thomson and Ross Lines of Steamships. 
David Torrance & Co.,

Agents for Mississippi and Dominion Steamship Co.
H. E. Murray, 

for the Beaver Line.
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A CHANGE DESIRED IN THE SYSTEM OF QUOTING STERLING EXCHANGE.
<LThie)Pu8,ent 8y8tem of quoting sterling exchange, which is base 1 on 

e old Halifax currency, renders quotations unintelligible to the general 
business public without the use of tables; the Council has therefore 
strongly represented to the Canadian Bankers’ Association its desire that 
the system be abandoned and the quotations of sterling exchange given in 
dollars and cents to the pound sterling. The Bankers’ Association has 
the matter under consideration, and your Council is in hopes that it will 
decide to make the desired change so that thereafter every quotation will 
clearly explain to the public what the pound sterling is worth expressed 
in dollars and cents, as is the custom in New York.

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS.
Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893.—Mr. S. C. Stevenson having of

fered to read a paper before the Board with regard to the advantages to 
Canada of the Columbian Exposition, the Council invited him to address 
the April quarterly meeting. Mr. Stevenson’s address proved very inter
esting, and at its conclusion theollowingresolution wasadopted, there being 
some doubt then as to whether the Domiuion Government was prepared
to incur any considerable expense on account of the Canadian exhibit :__

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Montreal Board of Trade in quarterly 
meeting assembled, it is desirable that the Dominion Parliament should

try.
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liberal sum in order that Canada may be adequately represented at the approach
ing Columbian Exposition.

This resolution was communicated to the Minister of Agriculture, and 
the Council subsequently learned with satisfaction that the Dominion 
Government appreciated so well the importance of a good exhibit of the 
produce and manufactures of the Dominion as to have apportioned to date 
the sum of $105,000 to secure it. The Provincial Government has also 
voted $12,000 towards assisting exhibitors at that Exhibition.

Italo-American Exhibition at Genoa, 1892.—The Italian Consul, 
Mr. A. M. F. Gianelli, as representative for the Italo-American Exhibition 
at Genoa, addressed the Council early in May stating that while owing to 
the very short notice given, the Dominion Government was not participa
ting in that Exhibition, private parties might, he thought, exhibit cereals 
with a certainty of establishing a trade with Italy. The Council gave 
publicity to this information through the newspapers.

Cette Exposition, 1893.—An intimation was received and made public 
that an International Exhibition would be held at Cette (Départmcnt de 
l’Hérault, France), in 1893.

SECOND CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE EMPIRE.

The letter from the London Chamber of Commerce, the promoters of 
the Second Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, inviting 
this Board to be represented at that Congress was embodied in the Coun
cil’s report for 1891, which also contained a list of the subjects suggested 
for discussion. This year the Council appointed Sir Donald A. Smith and 
Mr. Peter Red path as delegates from this Board to the Congress, and for
mulated its desires with regard to the subjects to be there discussed 
follows :—

That any resolution favouring the following be supported by the dele
gates :

“The necessity of an Imperial system of decimal currency, weights and
measures.”

“ An Imperial system of penny postage.”
" Direct telegraphic communication throughout the Empire ”
That with regard to “ Commercial relations with the mother country 

and her colonies and possessions, with special regard to the renewal of 
European treaties and recent commercial legislation in the United States,”
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the delegates should support any proposal consonant with the following 
resolution adopted by the Dominion Parliament on 2<ith April :_
: Ptr0,lm tS to th<; nmrkel'Ï!h^£

„ 11 acPon'8 t0 the Prod,,ct8 of fore'K'i countries, the Parliament of Canada will he 
„ Preparr. t0 accord corresponding advantages by a substantial reduction in the 

duties it imposes upon British manufactured goods.”
lhaî- with regard to the subject introduced at instance of this Council,
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Whereas the continuance of this system in Great Britain has provoked a retail- 
atory tax on the shipping of this country by the United States, which is not im- 
I-osed upon ships from countries enjoying a free light-house service, British ship

owners being thereby placed at a disadvantage witli their German competitors,
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' hereas Canada, which maintains a free light house service on its extensive 
coast line, suffers by reason of Canadian shipowners (when engaged in the Ameri- 

trade) being compelled to pay, in addition to their share of the Canadian 
taxation, the dues in British ports and the retaliatory tax in the United States,—

1 herefore resolved that this Congress take steps towards procuring such change 
in the system of maintaining the light house service of Great Britain as will re
lieve shipping from any direct charge therefor, and the shipping of the Empire 
from liability to retaliatory taxation by foreign countries.

That action on the following other subjects bo left to the discretion of 
the delegates :—

“ Boards of conciliation for labour disputes.”
“ The codification of the commercial laws of the Empire.”
“ ImPerial registration of trade marks and the adoption throughout the Empire 

of the Merchandise Marks act.”
“ Bills of Lading reform.”
“ Factory legislation throughout the Empire.”
“ Commercial Education including the scheme initiated by the London Chamber 

of Commerce.”
“ Emigration and Colonization.”
Sir Donald Smith and Mr. Red path, in writing respecting the sessions 

of the Congress, both referred to the printed report thereof pub
lished in the Chamber of Commerce Journal as giving a full account of the
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proceedings, anti said that the views of the Montreal Board of Trade and 
of Canada generally with regard to inter-imperial trade were very forcibly 
stated by Sir Charles Tupper, and that although those views were not 
supported by the majority, some of the English chambers spoke and 
voted on their side,—also that it was admitted on all hands that the Con
gress was most successful and that it was believed that its effects would 
be beneficial in the interest of the United Kingdom as well as of the 
Colonies.

The following record of the Congress, compiled from the verbatim 
report in the Chamber of Commerce Journal of the resolutions and 
amendments ollered and the resolutions as finally adopted, will he found 
interesting, the more so that the report itself being lengthy and the sub
jects intermittently discussed, it is riot easy for the casual reader to 
discover from it the nett result of the proceedings as here given

The Second Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, the organization 
of which was started in January, 1891, and carried through by the London Cham
ber of Commerce, was held (by kind permission of the Court) on the 28th, 29th and 
30th June and 1st July, in the palatial Hall of the Worshipful Company of Mer
chant Tailors, Threadneedle Street, London, E.C., where every facility conducing 
to the comfort of those taking part in the proceedings was afforded. Throughout 
the four days the attendance of special visitors and of delegates was well main
tained. The President of the Congress was the Rt. Hon. Sir John Lubbock, Bart., 
M.P. (President of the London Chamber of Commerce), and he was supported on 
the platform from time to time by Honorary Vice-Presidents, members of the Or
ganizing Committee, and members of the Council and Council of Reference of the 
London Chamber.

COMMERCIAL RELATIONS.

It was unanimously resolved,—“ That, in the opinion of this Congress, it is ex
pedient that arrangements should be devised to secure closer commercial union 
betw een the Mother Country and her Colonies and Dependencies.”

It was moved,—" That, in the opinion of this Congress, any fiscal union between 
the Mother Country and her Colonies and De|endencies, by means of Preferential 
Duties, being based on Protection, would be politically dangerous, and economi
cally disastrous ; and that the arrangement which, more than any other, would 
conduce to an intimate commercial union, would be by our self-governing Colonies 
adopting, as closely as circumstances will permit, the non-protective policy of the 
Mother Country.”

It w as moved in amendment to the foregoing, but lost on a vote of 33 ayes and 08 
noes,—“ Whereas the British Empire, covering one-eighth of the inhabitable globe, 
with a population of three.hundred and fifty millions, can amply supply the home 
market with the productions of every clime at the lowest possible cost, and
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pro
mote more extended commercial relations between the Mother Country and its 
many Colonies and Possessions, Resolved,—

“ '1 liât in order to extend the exchange and consumption of the home staple pro- 
I ducts in every part of the British Empire, a slight differential duty, not exceeding 

live per cent., should be adopted by the Imjierial and Colonial Governments in 
favour of certain home productions against the imported foreign articles.”

It was moved in amendment to the original motion, but lost,—“That, in the 
opinion of this meeting, it is desirable that all articles of British or Colonial produce 

1 or manufacture shall lie subject to equal duties and not to differential duties upon 
the tariff' levied upon similar articles in any particular part of the British Empire, 
provided that the articles of produce or manufacture in the various parts of the 
British Empire, shall not be subject to higher, but may be subject to lower duties 
than those which may be imposed upon similar articles of foreign origin.”

The original resolution as follows was then carried on a vote of 47 ayes ami :i4 
noes “ That, in the opinion of this Congress, any fiscal union between the Mother 
Country and-her Colonies and Dependencies, by means of preferential duties, be
ing based on protection, would be politically dangerous, and economically dis
astrous; and that the arrangement which, more than any other, would conduce to 
an intimate commercial union, would be by our self-governing Colonies adopting, 
as closely as circumstances will permit, the noil-protective policy of the Mother 
Country."

It was then unanimously resolved,—'11 That this Congress is of opinion that every 
effort should be made by Her Majesty’s Government to promote closer commercial 
relations between the United Kingdom and her Colonies and Dependencies, and to 
this end desires the abrogation of the European treaty clauses which at present 
hinder the same.”
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:e of the It was also resolved,—“ That a Commercial Union on the basis of Freer Trade 

within the British Empire would tenl to promote its permanence and prosperity.”
BOARDS OF CONCILIATION FOR ARBITRATION DISPUTES.

It was unanimously resolved,—“That the frequent recurrence of labour dis
putes has caused and is causing great damage to the commercial and manufactur
ing interests of the Empire. That it is extremely desirable, in the best interests 
both of employers and employed, that the re-adjustment of the rates and condi
tions of labour, which from time to time is inevitable, should be brought about 
without the wasteful and calamitous results proceeding from strikes and lock-outs. 
And, that this Congress strongly recommends the formation of properly constituted 
Boards of Labour Conciliation and Arbitration in all important centres of industry 
and commerce throughout the Empire."

THE CODIFICATION OF THE COMMERCIAL LAW OF THE EMPIRE.

- The following resolution was adopted :—“ That the Bills of Exchange Act of 1882, 
and the Partnerships Act of 1890, having established the practicability and benefits 
of codifying British Commercial Law, it is highly expedient that the Commercial
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Law of the whole British Empire should now, as far as possible, be embodied in a 
code ; and that, therefore, Government be memorialized by the Congress to initiate 
the steps necessary in order to the appointment, for the purpose of drafting such a 
code, of a commission on which the United Kingdom and all the Colonies and 
countries embraced in the Empire should be duly represented.”

IMPERIAL REGISTRATION OP TRADE MARKS AND TIIB ADOPTION THROUGHOUT THE EMPIRE 

OF THE MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT.

It was moved,—“ That in the opinion of this Congress the general interests of 
the trade of the Empire render it eminently desirable that the provisions of the 
Merchandise Marks Act should be adopted and actively carried out in all British 
Colonies and Dependencies in the same maimer as has produced such beneficial 
results in the Mother Country.”

It was moved in amendment to the foregoing but lost,—“That while it is in the 
interest of all honest traders and manufacturers that all copying or pirating of any 
manufacturer’s name or trade mark should be punished with the utmost severity, 
and that protection should be afforded to all such names and trade marks by 
inter-imperial agreement throughout the Empire, yet that the compulsory stamp
ing upon all goods of the country of origin is not beneficial to Britain as a distribu
ting point, but serves to advertise to all the neutral markets of the world the place 
of origin of all foreign made goods, and thus deflects a great deal of Britain’s 
trade from this country as the distributing point.”

The original motion was then carried as follows "That, in the opinion of this 
Congress the general interests of the trade of the Empire render it eminently de
sirable that.the provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act should be adopted and 
actively carried out in all British Colonies and Dependencies in the same manner 
as has produced such beneficial results in the Mother Country.”

BILLS OF LADING REFORM.

It was moved,—“That this Congress desires to urge upon the Home and Colonial 
Governments the desirability of effecting by legislation, that any carriers by rail
way, ship, or ships conveying goods or merchandise, where a through Bill of Lad
ing has been given, shall each or any of them be deemed to be contracting parties 
under said Bill of Lading, and be made responsible to the consignee for any loss or 
damage that may arise during the transmission of said goods to final port of des
tination.’’ .

It was moved in amendment but lost: "That any reform of bills of lading should 
be settled by conference between the parties interested rather than by the inter
vention of Parliament.”

It was moved in amendment and carried by a large majority,—“That in default 
of a conference being secured between merchants, shipowners and underwriters, 
for the purpose of settling bills of lading reform to the satisfaction and concurrence 
of all concerned, steps be at once taken by the Chambers of Commerce of the Em
pire to approach the Imperial Board of Trade with a view to having the question 
determined by Act of Parliament.”

OOMMERC

It was 
for Junii 
of Comn 
mercial 
Mother1 
British < 
Resolvei

ff

(a

Assi
loea

(6
of tl 
youiIan (e

Com
ciati
info

It was
congestei 
most sue 
mented I

It was 
and mon 
com mere 

Propos 
system c 
of the Ei

It was 
uniform 
De pende 
throughr 
extend tl 
the Emp 
to take 
speedily 
throughc

*

f



159
Ddiod in a 
to initiate 

ing such a 
lonies and

COMMERCIAL EDUCATION, INCLUDING TIIE SCHEME INITIATED BY THE LONDON CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE.

It was unanimously resolved,—“That this Congress, having before it the scheme 
for Junior and Higher Commercial Education promoted by the London Chamber 
of Commerce, and believing that systematic education of those destined for 
mercial career is essential as a means of meeting foreign competition both in the 
Mother Country and her Colonies and possessions, as well as for providing efficient 
British clerks and assistants in commercial houses,
Resolves :—
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(а) “ That it be a recommendation from this Congress to the participating 
Associations to*take all possiblesteps tosecure the adoption in their respective 
localities of a course of commercial education best suited to local requirements;

(б) “That, in order to encourage both schoolmasters and pupils, members 
of these associations should, as far as possible, give a preference, in employing 
youths, to those possessing commercial certificates;

(c) “ That these recommendations be forwarded by the London Chamber of 
Commerce, in the name of the Congress, to the whole of the supporting asso
ciations, together with documents relative to that Chamber’s scheme for their 
information and guidance.”
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Britain’s 1 EMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION.

It was resolved,—That colonization, while equally desirable as an outlet for our 
congested population and for the development of the Colonies, can be carried out 
most successfully by individual energy and enterprise and private agencies supple
mented by State aid.”
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DECIMAL SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS, MEASURES AND MONEY.

It was resolved,—“That the introduction of a decimal system of weights, measures 
and money, is urgently needed, in order to increase our foreign trade, facilitate 
commerce, and render elementary education more effective and less expensive.”

Proposed addition to foregoing, not adopted,— * That the Canadian decimal 
system of currency, which answers all purjioses, be extended to the other portions 
of the Empire, the pound sterling to be equal to So and the shilling to -5 cents.”

A SYSTEM OF IMPERIAL PENNY POSTAGE.

It was resolved,—“ That, in the opinion of this Congress the establishment of a 
uniform penny rate of postage between the Mother Country and her Colonies and 
Dependencies would not only tend to promote trade and freedom of intercourse 
throughout Her Majesty’s Dominions, but would, in an eminent degree, foster and 
extend the cordial relations which at present exist between the various parts of 
the Empire. This Congress therefore respectfully urges Her Majesty’s Government 
to take steps to secure, with the concurrence of the Colonial Governments, as 
speedily as may be, the establishment of a system of uniform penny postage 
throughout the whole of the British Empire.”
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UGIIT RAILWAYS.
It was resolved,—" That in the interests of the community at large, this Congress 

expresses its opinion that the construction of Light Railways should he carried out 
wherever ne essary and practicable, especially in our Crown ( Monies on the West 
Coast of Africa.
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ABOLITION OK LIGHT DUES.

The following resolution was adopted " Whereas the system of maintaining 
the lighthouse service of a country by a tonnage tax on shipping entering its ports 
is inequitable and does not'now generally prevail : and 

“ Whereas the continuance of this system in Great Britain has provoked 
taliatory tax on the shipping of this country by the United States, which is not im 
posed upon ships from countries enjoying a free lighthouse service, British ship
owners being thereby placed at a disadvantage with their German competitors, 
and
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i “ Whereas Canada, which maintains a free lighthouse service on its extensive 
coast line, suffers by reason of Canadian shipowners (when engaged in American 
trade) being compelled to pay, in addition to their share of the Canadian taxation, 
the dues in British ports and the retaliatory tax in the United States :—

Therefor? rewired,—That this Congress take steps towards procuring such 
change in the system of maintaining the lighthouse service of Great Britain as will 
relieve shipping from any direct charge therefor, and the shipping of the Empire 

from liability to retaliatory taxation by foreign countries.”

TREATIES WITH NATIVE TRIBES, AND TERRITORIAL DELIMITATION.

It was resolved, — " That in the opinion of this Congress the interests of Bri
tish trade are certain to sutler so long as the Government of this country does not, 
before recognizing treaties made by other nations with native tribes, or before set
tling questions of delimitation of territory with other Powers, put itself in 
munication with British merchants trading in or with the places in question, or 
with Chambers ol Commerce possessed 'with information as to the interests in
volved.”
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lhe following subjects, although announced for discussion, were not brought for
ward :—

Factory Legislation.
International Monetary Union.
Direct Telegraphic Communication Throughout tiie Empire. 
Indian Taxation.

It was " Resolved, that the London Chamber of Commerce be and is hereby 
requested to take the necessary steps for carrying out the several resolutions of 
this Congress of members of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire.”

The President :—With your permission, gentlemen, 1 will propose a vote of 
thanks to the Merchant Taylors’ Company for their kindness in allowing us the

■
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use of their beautiful ball. It lias added very much to the comfort and conveni
ence of the Congress. It is quite a pleasure to sit in a beautiful hall of this kind, 
and I feel sure we are all very much indebted to the Merchant Taylors’ Company 
for their kindness and hospitality.

The vote of thanks was unanimously accorded.
The following resolution having been unanimously adopted, the Congress finally 

adjourned :—“ That this Congress desires to tender its hearty thanks to the London 
Chamber of Congress for organizing this Congress, and for the generous hospitality 
extended to the delegates attending it."

EXTENSION OF TELEGRAPH SYSTEM THROUGHOUT BRITISH COMMUNITIES.

Mr. Sand ford Fleming, C.E., addressed the Council in September with 
regard to his desire that it would in some formal manner influence the 
Government to take such action as may bo deemed expedient towards the 
realization of the project of bringing within the freest telegraphic circuit 
all British communities around the Globe. The Council replied that if 
any practical means can be suggested whereby the end in view may be 
attained, its hearty co-operation may be relied upon.

fire at st. John’s, Newfoundland.

The first intelligence of this terrible disaster, which occurred on Friday, 
8th July, reached Montreal the next morning, and your Council held an 
impromptu meeting that forenoon and thereafter telegraphed the St. 
John’s Chamber of Commerce as follows :—

“ Council Montreal Board of Trade sincerely sympathizes with your city. Will 
you suggest how Montreal can best aid you ? Brief particulars of disaster 
desirable.”

This message brought the following reply on Sunday evening, 10th
July:—

Grateful thanks for kind sympathy. Two-thirds of the city burnt, including 
mercantile premises, churches and schools. Foodstuffs such as flour, pork, beef, 
butter and canned stuffs most required for homeless poor. Sufficient supplies for 
a fortnight presently available.”

The Council having thus ascertained the extent of the catastrophe and 
the kind of relief needed considered that the work of collecting subscrip
tions and purchasing supplies could be best undertaken by a committee of 
citizens appointed at a public meeting, which it thereafter requested the 
Mayor to call for the next day. The Council also waited upon the City 
Council on Monday afternoon, 11th July, and asked that a liberal grant be 
made to the relief fund. This request was subsequently granted, the 
City Council voting $10,000 which was promptly paid over to the Mont-
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real Relief Committee. The public meeting was held on Tuesday.
12th July, in the rooms of this Board, when a large committee was ap
pointed to collect and receive subscriptions.

The Council's action ended with the holding of that public meeting, 
and as the Citizen’s Belief Committee then appointed published a full re
port of its work together with a financial statement, a detailed account F 
hel'e is unnecessary. The subscriptions in cash amounted to $32,448.57, 
besides which goods to the value of $7,645.76 were received, the cash and I 
goods aggregating a total of $40,094.33. Of this $2!),41(9.25 was forwarded 
to St. John’s in the shape of provisions and clothing, partly donated and 
partly purchased, the remaining $10,595.08 being remitted in cash in ac
cordance with the wish of the St. John’s Belief Committee.

in acknowledging receipt of the final remittance, the Secretary of the
Belief Committee at St. John’s wrote as follows on 26 th Sept. :_“All
“ the donations of your citizens as shown in the account published have 
“ been received here, and I am to beg your acceptance of the deepest and

most cordial gratitude of our Committee for the large-hearted sympathy 
“ an(l generosity evinced by your people in our regard.”

There have been many evidences, both public and private, of the kindly 
feeling evoked among our fellow colonists in Newfoundland by the assist- 

atlordcd them by Canada in their time of need, and this brief resume 
°f the Council’s action with regard to the St. John’s tire is fitly closed by 
the following extract from the annual report of the St. John's Chamber 
of Commerce :—
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the calamity which overtook St. John’s on the 8th day of July past, by which 
1 over half of the best portion of the city was destroyed, claims more than passing 
reference, fortunately there was but little loss of life, but property was de

stroyed of about the value of twelve millions of dollars, of which sum about 
“seven millions were not covered by insurance.”

“ Happening during the height of an unusually fine summer, the elements com- 
“ bined to aid the Government in tiie efforts they put forth to meet the distress and 
“ privation incident to such a disaster, and the noble charity of Great Britain, 
“ Canada and other colonies, together with liberal contributions from the United 
“ States and elsewhere enabled the specially constituted Relief Committee to 
“ mount the difficulties that at the outset seemed well nigh insuperable.”
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INSPECTION AND OTHER OFFICES.

Inspection of Flour and Meal.
Inspector, none -, Board of Examiners, 1892-A. E. Gagnon, Chairman ; E. F. Craig, 

O. M. Gould, Jas. S. Norris, David Robertson.
made in last year’s report to the general dissatisfaction 

existing among those concerned, with the standard of Straight Roller 
chosen, (in opposition to the representations of the Montreal delegates) 
at the 1891 meeting, and in March of this year the Commissioner of 
Inland
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Reference was

Revenue intimated that if the Dominion Millers’ Association, with 
the Toronto and Montreal Boards, could agree upon a new standard, 
the Governor-in-Council might approve it in lieu of that previously 
selected. A new standard was thereafter agreed upon by those Boards 
which, being authorized by an Order-in-Council, was issued in place of 
the one agreed upon Oct., 1891.

The standards for this year were selected under the amended clauses of 
the inspection law passed last session, which provide that instead of the 
selection being made by delegates from the several Boards of Examiners, 
the Governor-in-( ouncil may appoint such persons as lie deems properly 
qualified for the purpose. Upon being requested by the department to 
nominate three competent and properly qualified persons for appointment 
on the Board for selection of flour standards, the Council submitted the fol
lowing names:-Messrs. A. E. Gagnon, O. M. Gould andD. Robertson, and 
subsequently it was found that while these gentlemen had been appointed, 
four other Montreal representatives had been added. The order-in-coun
cil was as follows ; a subsequent order authorizing the substitution of 
Mr. W. Brodie as the Quebec representative in place of Mr. Gaspard 
LeMoine, who was unable to attend the meeting here :_
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DEVARTMBNT OF INLAND REVENUE.

Ottawa, October 27th, 1892.
The undersigned has the honour to recommend, under the provisions of Chapter 

09 of the Revised Statutes of Canada, and Acts amending the same that the under
mentioned [lersons lie appointed as memliers of the Board for the selection of the 
standard samples of flour for the years 1892-93, which Board shall meet on or be
fore the 15th day of November, at the call of the chairman.

O. M. Gould, (chairman), A. E. Gagnon, David Robertson, E. F. Craig, Jas. S. 
Norris, W. W. Ogilvie and Robert Meighen, Montreal.

J. S. Spink and Thon.as McLaughlin, of Toronto.
C. R. Hunt, of London.
C. B. Smith, of Hamilton,
Gaspard LeMoine, of Quebec.
R. Noble, of Norval, Ont.

iments corn- 
distress and 
eat Britain, 
the United 
ittee to sur-

J John Costigan,

Minister of Inland Revenue.

an
r:

.-^



164

The meeting was held here on 9th Nov. when the standards were chosen 
and subsequently issued as usual.

Mr. L. A. Boyer resigned the inspectorship in February, and the 
Deputy Inspector, Mr. P. Rousseau, ceased inspecting on 31st March, 
The vacant inspectorship was duly advertised, but there being no appli- 
cants for the office, it has remained vacant.
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Inspection of Wheat and other Grain.
Inspector, Hospice Labelle ; Deputy Inspectors, Alex. Boyer and Gustave Labelle. 

Board of Examiners, 1892—A. G. McBean, Chairman; Auguste Girard, 
Hugh McLennan, Robert Peddie, Adam G. Thomson.

In April the examiners established an additional grade of oats desig
nated “ No. 2 Clipped White Canada Oats.”

The Inspector needing additional assistance, Mr. Alex. Boyer and Mr. 
Gustave Labelle were, after examination as to their fitness and ability to 
fulfil the duties of deputy inspectors, duly appointed thereto by the 
Inspector.

An amendment of the inspection act has removed from Boards of Ex
aminers the privilege of representation at the meeting for the selection 
of standards, the Governor in Council now making such appointments. 
Messrs. W. W. Ogilvie, A. G. McBean, Adam G. Thomson and R, M. 
Esdaile, wore this year appointed by order-in-council as the Montreal 
representatives at the meeting in Toronto, held 27th September for the 
selection of standards of grain grown east of Port Arthur, and Mr. R, M. 
Esdaile at the meeting in Winnipeg on 7th October for the standards of 
grain grown west of Port Arthur. Mr. Ogilvie was the only Montreal 
representative at the Toronto meeting, and he took Mr. Esdaile’s place 
at the Winnipeg meeting, that gentleman being unable to attend, the 
substitution being subsequently authorized by order-in-council.

Inspector,

Inspector,

INSPECTION AND OTHER OFFICES.

Inspection of Leather and Raw Hides.

Inspector of Leather, J. H. Mooney. Inspector of Raw Hides, A. Masson. Board 
of Examiners, 1892.—Thomas Ecroyd, Z. Lapierre, F. C. A. Mclndoe,

B. Shaw, John Stephens.

Inspection of Beef and Pork.

Inspector, James Dolieny. Board of Examiners, 1892—James Allan, R. Finlay, 
Peter Laing, Stewart Munn, T. S. Vipond.

Weigher,
A

Port Wart
ol
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rere chosen Inspection of Pot Ashes and Pearl Ashes.

Inspector, Edward J. Major. Board of Examiners, 18!):'—1). T. Tees, Chairman • 
Clias. H. Cunningham, Hy. Dobell, .Tno. E. Kirkpatrick, James C. Sinton. ’

As the result of representations made that the reputation of the Mont
real inspection was being seriously injured by the export of adulterated 
ashes purporting to be Montreal inspected ashes, the Examiners adopted 
report recommending that the inspection be made compulsory as the only 

assuring to purchasers reliable and uniform grades thereof, which 
assurance appears to the Examiners to be absolutely necessary to the 
tinued existence of the trade in Pot and Pearl Ashes. The Council trans
mitted that report to the Minister of Inland Revenue with an intimation 
that while aware of the objections to compulsory inspection, it considered 
that there wore grounds for an exception being made with regard to 
ashes. So far, however, the Government has not legislated so as to pro
vide for compulsory inspection, and it is feared that the trade will 
long survive the harm done it by the export of the adulterated 
article.
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Inspection of Pickled Fish and Fish Oil.

Board of Examiners, 189:’—John Baird, Charles Chaput 
R. Fairbanks, R. P. McLea, T. 8. Vipond.

Inspection of Butter.

Inspector, none. Board of Examiners, 1892—A. McK. Cowie, J. McKergow 
D. A. McPherson, Thos. Shaw, Geo. Wait.

OFFICES NOT INCLUDED IN THE INSPECTION LAW.

Office of Weigher, Measurer and Gauger.

Weigher, Measurer and Gauger, D. Cameron. Board of Examiners, 1892— 
A. A. Ayer, Charles P. Hébert, H. R. Ives, Jno. E. Kirkpatrick,

J. A. Mathewson.

Office of Port Warden for the Harbour of Montreal.

Port Warden, James G. Shaw ; temporary Deputy Warden, J. A. Vibert Board 
of Examiners, 1892—John Torrance, Chairman ; R. Bickerdike,

Geo. Childs, Robert Reford, J. J. Riley.

Inspector, none.

1!■on. Board 
ndoe,

.
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THE GRAIN AND PRODUCE TRADE.

Tabli 
Montre 
Flour a

Wheat.—The exports of' wheat from this port during the past year have 
been very large, and the proportion thereof shipped from Chicago and 
Duluth on through sales has been greater than usual, the St. Lawrence 
route growing in favour with western exporters.

Corn.—The European demand for corn having slackened during the 
past season, the shipments show a considerable decrease.

Rye and Buckwheat.—There has been a considerable falling off in the 
shipments of these cereals owing to the reduced demand from the 
tinent. Ocean freights have been at fair rates and a good many outside 
steamers have obtained full cargoes of grain.

Hay.—Owing to a poor crop in Great Britain the shipments of hay 
from this port were considerable before the close of navigation, and for 
the last two months large quantities have been shipped by Canadian 
dealers from Portland, Mew York and Boston to British ports. This de
mand is likely to continue and a large quantity of our surplus hay will 
probably move out at good prices. The American market has also taken 
Canadian hay freely notwithstanding the duty.

Barley.—The quality this season has not been good and prices have 
ruled low. The demand from the American market has been limited.

Peas.—The crop has not been large nor has the quality been up to the 
average ; farmers’ deliveries have this winter been less than usual and the 
stocks at country points are likely to be small this spring.

Flour.—The trade of the past year has been of an unsatisfactory 
character, the tendency of prices having been downward throughout 
until they reached figures unparalleled in the history of the port. The 
outlook for the future is however move encouraging, inasmuch as it is 
scarcely possible values can retain their present low level. The charac
ter of the wheat crop of Manitoba this year is excellent, probably the 
best milling wheat that has been ground since the province has been 
settled ; this fact should lead to an increased home and export demand 
for flour made from this grade of wheat.

With regard to the export trade with Newfoundland, Ontario millers 
have secured a large share of the trade, still a considerable business has 
been done by American millers who, notwithstanding the low prices 
prevalent here, have at times been able to undersell the Canadian product.

f
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Tables showing the receipts and shipments of grain and produce at 
Montreal will be found on pages 191 and 192, the aggregate of Grain, 
Flour and Meal for the past five years being as follows —

year have 
licago and 
Lawrence

1892. 1891.luring the 1890. 1889. 1888.

11Hush.
28,508,007

24,355,905

Bush.
24,170,289

18,051,409

Bush.
18,215,063

13,550,974

Bush.
18,722,865

15,257,078

Bus!:.
14,711,.'65 

10,207,802

Receipts.. 

•Shipments
iff in the 
n the con- 
iy outside

its of hay 
in, and for 
Canadian 
This de- 

i hay will 
also taken

Butter. Anything like satisfactory export figures of this article have 
not y et been attained, but there has been a further improvement in both 
the quality and quantity of creamery butter, and this is largely due to the 
untiring efforts of the Dominion Government and through the able 
management of Professor Robertson. This industry is increasing rapidly 
in all parts of Canada, and the shipments to England during the past two 
seasons having given general satisfaction, a constant export demand may 
be looked for. The principal drawback to this important industry is the 
lack of refrigerator space on steamships ; if this want could be supplied, 
fresh-made butter could be sent forward in the summer months and then 
the export trade would

rices have 
imited. 
up to the 

al and the
become very large and remunerative.soon

itisfactory 
iroughout 
ort. The 
h as it is 
lie charac- 
bably the 
has been 
t demand

Cheese. The production of cheese in Canada during the past season has 
been larger than in 189V as the export figures indicate, viz. : 1892, 
1,651,798 boxes ; 1891, 1,352,670 boxes. Business, on the whole, has been 
good and prices obtained satisfactory to the producer. Owing 
shortage in the production in England the demand was equal to the 
supply throughout the season, and at its close there was no accumulation. 
The stock on hand in the first part of the year was unusually small and 
it was owned principally by and carried for foreign account. The 
discrimination against the Montreal route mentioned in last year’s report 

not of long duration, it proving disavantageous to those in whose 
interest it was made, and the usual quantity of American cheese 
exported via this port from northern New York state.

mto a

io millers 
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The following wove the receipts and shipments of Mutter and Cheese at 
Montreal during the past five years

The 1 
were 9f 
the por 
18921892. 1891. 1890. 1889. 1888.

ShipmerHUTTE K. 
Receipts.. 
Shipments

CHEESE. 
Receipts.. 
Shipments

pkgs.
221,807 
115,401

boxes.
1,379,130 1,372,279
1,030,001 1,343,270

pkgs.
211,978

84,009

pkgs.
150,003
40,549

boxes.
1 415,348 
1,379,084

pkgs.
143,730
02,395

boxes.
1,183,500
1,150,375

pkgs.
91,043
30,023

boxes.
1,137,372 
1,129,951 •

boxes.

Glasgow 
Liverpoo 
Aberdeei 
London . 
Dundee . 
Bristol.. 
Newcastl 
Various .

N.H.—It is estimated that about 100,000 boxes more Cheese are received annually 
than reported, receipts from some near points and by irregular boats not being 
recorded.

Live Stock Trade.
Total

In consequence of an unfounded impression that disease existed in 
some Canadian cattle landed in Scotland, the Imperial authorities gave 
notice that Canadian cattle would be scheduled on and after 21st Novem
ber. Certain

«

vessels carrying cattle, which had sailed from this port in 
good time to arrive before that order came into effect, were much delayed 
by the severe weather prevailing at the time and by accidents, and the 
( ouncil cabled the Canadian High Commissioner and wrote the Depart
ment of Agriculture here, urging that the cattle on any steamers which 
might reasonably have been expected to reach the other side before the 
date the order came into effect, should be allowed to land their cattle as 
heretofore. Receipts

Thanks to the efforts made by Sir Charles Tupper, the cattle on any 
such steamers were admitted under the old arrangement, the last steam
ship enjoying this concession arriving on 10th December.

The scheduling ofCanadian catte will discriminate against tho ship
ment of “ store cattle from Canada, large numbers of loan animals having 
been exported, chiefly to Scotland, where they were fed and fattened be
fore being marketed. It will also serve to remove the objection that 
has hitherto obtained to permitting United States cattle to be exported 
from Canadian ports.

Per Grand 
Per Can. :

Totale

r
ry

=g
=*
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The total shipments from this port for the past season of navigation 
were 98,755 head of cattle and 15,932 sheep, the following table shewing
1892°lt8 t0 WhlC,‘ tll6y W6ro 9hil,Ped nml the total figures from 1881 to

Cheese at

t1888.

Shipments of Live Stock from Montreal to particular ports during season of 
navigation 1892, with total figures for eleven previous ye

pkg«.
91,043
30,023

boxes.
1,137,372 
1,129,961 ’

an :
1’ort. Cattle. Sheep.

Glasgow.. 
Liverpool 
Aberdeen 
London 
Dundee .. 
Bristol.... 
Newcastle 
Various ..

29,720
28.921
0,064
7,931
8,549

105
11,584

id annually 
3 not being

1,424

8,821 1,069
1,700 JS7,772

381
Total 1892 

“ 1891 98,755
109,150
123,130
85,070
00,504
04,031
03,932
01,947
57,288
49,090
28,358
28,530

15,932
32,042
43,372
59,344
45,528
30,027
93,a50
39,401
02,950
84,790
03,607
55,538

1890ixisted in 
ities gave 
it Novem- 
lis port in 
h delayed 
», and the 
e Départ
ir» which 
ioforo the 
cattle as

1889
1888

“ 1887
" 1880

1885
“ 1884
“ 1883
“ 1882

1881

Receipts of Live Stock by Rail from the opening to the close of navigation for 
1892, with comparative figures for 1891 and 1890.

’Sle on any 
»t steam- 1892. 1891. 1890.

Cattle. ! Sheep.Cattle. Sheep. Cattle. Sheep.
the ship- 
la having 
tened be
don that 
exported

Per Grand Trunk Ry„ 
Per Can. Pacific Ry...

Totals.................

83,860
68,440

26,326
32,910

88,448
76,230

36,710
31,200

82.360 41,705
75.360 | 36,660

152,300 59,242 164,678 67,910 157,720 : 78,365
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LIST 01
MONTREAL CORN EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION.

This Association, affiliated with the Board of Trade in 1886, continues 
its prosperous career, as evidenced by the large attendance of its members 

Change each day. The Council hopes that when the Board and its 
Branch Associations are located in the new building, that the membership 
of the Board generally, will make a practice of attending on ’Change, so 
that at a specified hour members may bo sure of finding each other there.

1 ho annual report of the Committee of Management of the Corn 
Exchange Association to the members thereof, will be found in theappenv 
dix to this report at pages 182 to 188,

i

on Montreal

Toronto.

Quebec . 
Ottawa .. 
Hamilton 
London . 
Winnipeg 
Halifax 
St. John 
Charlottei

i

■!

MONTREAL WHOLESALE GROCERS ASSOCIATION.

The work of this organization affords, as heretofore, satisfaction to its 
members, and its development since it became connected with the Board 
of Trade, affords good reason for such action.

MONTREAL WHOLESALE DRY GOODS ASSOCIATION.

Ottawa
Quebec .. 
Montreal.t

The usefulness of the work performed by this Association has been 
made evident by the recent amendment of the rule respecting qualifica
tion for menbership, that amendment providing for the admission of 
wholesale dealers in clothing, furs, or gents’ furnishings, also agents of 
Canadian manufactories and manufacturers’ agents dealing with the 
wholesale trade only. As a result of that action, several firms doing busi
ness in those articles have joined the Association.

Toronto..

Winnipeg
Viotoriu,

Montreal

Toronto..

MONTREAL MARINE UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIATION.

an interesting annual report of 
its proceedings which will bo found on pages 188 to 190 of the appendix. 
A perusal of that record will serve to show how useful such organiza
tions are.

This Association has again presented
St. John’s

!

New YorkMONTREAL BUTTER AND CHEESE ASSOCIATION.

This is at present the last formed of the Board’s branch associations, 
qut it is proving itself the equal of the older associations in its activity 
and usefulness. Boston. .. 

Baltimore 
Buffalo ... 
Chicago... 
Minneapol 
Toledo ....

1

I



LIST OF NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS TO BE SUPPLIED

ROOM DURING 1893.
TO THE READING

continues 
i members 
rd and its 
imbership 
'hange, so 
her there, 
the Corn 
he appein

CANADIAN. WEEKLY.

San Francisco... .Weekly Call.
SI. Louis............-Weekly Globe-Democrat.
New Orleans......Weekly Times-Democrat.
Detroit .............. Weekly Free Press.
Cleveland ....... Marine Review.
Cincinnati.........Price Current.
Chicago ........... Farmers’ Review.
New York........  Maritime Shipping Register.

‘ Bradstreets.”
Iron Age.
Engineering A Mining Journal 
Financial A Mining Record. 
Harper's Weekly.
Life.
Scientific American A Supple't 
Forest and Stream.
Critic.

DAILY.

Montreal ■Gazette.
Herald.
La Patrie.
La Minerve.
Globe.
Mail.
Empire.
Chronicle.
Citizen.
Evening Times.
Free Press.
Manitoba Free Press. 
Chronicle.
Sun

Toronto

Quebec .
Ottawa ..
Hamilton 
London ..
Winnipeg 
Halifax .
St. John . 
Charlottetown.. .Patriot.

WEEKLY.
MONTHLY.Ottawa Canada Gazette.

Official Gazette.
• Canadian Journal of Fabrics. 
Canadian Journal of Commerce 
Canadian Trade Review.
Trade Bulletin.
Le Prix Courant.
Shareholder.
Real Estate Record.
Le Moniteur du Commerce. 
Monetary Times.
Canadian Grocer.
Week.
Grip.

Winnipeg............Commercial.
Victoria, B.C. ...British Colonist.

ion to its 
he Board

Quebec
Montreal Harper’s Magazine.

Century Magazine.
Scribner’s Magazine. 
Cosmopolitan.
Outing.
Review of Reviews.
North American Review. 
Forum.
Business.
Popular Science Monthly.
Sun and Shade.
Art Amateur.
Art Interchange.
Architects’ Edition Scientific

Boston................Atlantic Monthly, [American,
Indianapolis...... Millstone.
Milwaukee........ U. S. Miller.
St. Louis........... Miller A Milling Engineer.

New York

Toronto.has been 
qualifica- 
lission of 
agents of 
with the 
aing busi-

MONTHLY.

.......Dominion Illustrated.
The Bankers’Journal. 
Insurance A Finance Chronicle 
Dominion Grocer.

■ ■ Monthly Weather Review. 
Insurance Budget.

NEWFOUNDLAND.

DAILY.

....Evening Telegram.

UNITED STATES.

DAILY.

.... Herald.
Tribune.
Evening Post.
Commercial Bulletin.
Journal of Commerce.
Courrier des Etats-Unis.

■.. Herald.
...•American.
... - Courier.
... -Tribune.
....Tribune 
... Blade.

Montreal
BRITISH.

•Times (tii-weekly edition.) 
■ Herald (daily.)

WEEKLY.

• Graphic.
Illustrated London News. 
Black and White.
British Architect.
Punch.
Judy.
Fun.
Field.
World.
Truth.
Pull Mall Budget. 
Athenæum.
Spectator.
Saturday Review.
Speaker.
Public Opinion.
Economist.
Mark Lane Express.
Fair Play.
Canadian Gazette.

London
GlasgowToronto

Londonreport of 
ippendix. 
organiza-

St. John’s

New York

ociations, 
s activity Boston.........

Baltimore .
Buffalo......
Chicago......
Minneapolis 
Toledo.......

«

—
irH
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LIST OP NEWSPAPERS.—CONTINUED.
Liverpool.. 
Manchester 
Edinburgh 
Dublin

Weekly Mercury. 
Weekly Courier. 
Weekly Scotsman. 
Weekly Irish Times-

MONTHLY.

Sir,— 
convey 
them in

Art Journal.
Magazine ol Art.
Portfolio.

■ • - Blackwood’s Magazine. 

QUARTERLY.

• ■ Century Guild Hobby Horse. 

CONTINENTAL.

WEEKLY.

. .L'Illustration.
Le Monde Illustré.
FORTNIGHTLY.

• Revue des Deux Mondes.

Edinburgh

LondonLondon. Chamber of Commerce Journ. 
British Trade Journal.
Board of Trade Journal, (Gov.) 
Fortnightly Review. 
Nineteenth Century. 
Contemporary Review.
Review of Reviews.
New Review.
Macmillan’s Magazine.
English Illustrated Magazine. 
Strand.
Leisure Hour.

The 1Paris

Upo 
which i 
tion w 

Retoh 
found i 
Premiei 
duty wc 
or creet 

That i 
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render i 

That I 
their sin

Paris

The following books of reference can be seen in the Secretary’s office
Internationa! Guide to British and Foreign Merchants and Manufacturers.
Address Book of German Exporters.
Shipping W or I(i'vear Book°An<* ^al)an Trade Directory and Gazetteer. 
Whitaker’s Almanac.
Canadian Almanac.
Charts^of ^heSJiiPiChannel^ofithe^Rdver St,^Lawrence^between Montreal and the Platon.

OBITUARY. S

II. R. II. TIIB DUKE OF CLARENCE AND AVONDALE. The ( 
while 1 
recoixie 
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and men 
through i 
and fami

One of the last acts of your Council s predecessors in office was to ex
press in a cablegram to the Prince of Wales the sorrow felt by the mem
bership of this Board, in common with all Canadians, at the death of his 
eldest son, Prince Albert Victor, Duke of Clarence and Avondale.

The cablegram and the letter acknowledging it were as follows :__
Montreal, January 19th, 1892.

H. R. H. The Prince of Wales, London,
The Montreal Board of Trade at first meeting since death of H. R. H. the Duke 

of Clarence, expresses its sincere regret at that most sad event, and tenders 
respectful condolences to their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
Her Majesty the Queen, and other members of the Royal Family.”

Robert Archer,
President.

Geo. Hadrill,
Secretary.

_-
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Sandringham, Norfolk, 20th January, 1892.
Sir,-Their Royal Highnesses, the Prince and Princess of Wales, desire me to 

convey their warm thanks for the telegram of sympathy you have kindly sent 
them in their deep affliction.gazine.

Your obedient servant,
D. M. PROIIYN,

General Comptroller and Treasurer
to H. R. H. Prince of Wales.

lobby Horse.

The President Montreal Board of Trade.
HONOURABLE ALEXANDER MACKENZIE.

ré.

Upon receiving the news of the death of this distinguished statesman 
which occurred at Toronto on Sunday, 17th April, the following resolu
tion was adopted :—

ilMondes.

Resolved, That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade has learned with pro
found regret of the death of the Honourable Alexander Mackenzie, sometime 
Premier of the Dominion, whose life of sterling integrity and warm devotion to 
duty won for him the admiration of the people of Canada without respect of 
or creed.

that the Honourable Mr. Mackenzie’s career as a statesman was marked by 
ability of a very high order and by an absence of self seeking, which may well 
render it a model to those who aspire to the high position he achieved.

That the Council tenders to Mrs. Mackenzie and the other members of the family 
their sincere condolences in the great loss they and this country have sustained.

ier.

race
iid the Platon,

MR. ANDREW BATON, PRESIDENT OF THE SHERBROOKE BOARD OF TRADE.

1 he death of this well known and highly esteemed gentleman occurring 
while he held the office of President of a sister Board, the Council 
recorded its esteem for his memory and its regret at his decease in 
resolution as follows :—

Resolved, That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade has learned with 
much regret of the loss which the Sherbrooke Board of Trade has sustained in the 
death of its President, Mr. Andrew Paton,

1 hat Mr. Paton’s long and honourable record as an enterprising and successful 
business man in various sections of this country, as an energetic worker in the 
municipal affairs of the city of Sherbrooke, and as a private citizen, won for him 
a general and widespread regard, especially in Montreal where he was so well and 
so favourably known, and that his death in the prime of life is universally 
deplored,

That the Council of the Montreal Board of Trade hereby tenders to the officers, 
and members of the Sherbrooke Board of Trade its sympathy in their loss, and 
through that Board, its respectful condolences in their bereavement to the widow 
and family of the late Mr. Paton.
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amendments op the ACT OF
LEGISLATION, AND AMENDMENTS OP

Iho application to the Dominion Parliament authorized 
1891 for certain amendments to the charter of the Board
the clauses of the amending Act being as follows :_

1. The Montreal Board of Trade, notwithstanding anything contained 
, ' 8,.re a!,lng1 thereto> may aC(l"ire and hold real and personal estate not exceeding 
together in clear value the sum of one million dollars ; and may alienate, sell, con
vey, lease or hypothecate in favour of trustees, or otherwise dispose of the same or 
any part thereof, from time to time, as occasion requires, and may acquire other 
estate real or personal instead thereof.

INCORPORATION, SIMILAR PROVINCIAL 

THE BY-LAWS. It Si) 
was a ] 
the toti 
tee of : 
show, i 

“Th< 
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•> ir
,7 "klng ont ,me flve the word8 “ five hundred thousand,” and substituting 
the for the words “one million and also by inserting in line fifteen after the 
word tie, the words “for the imposition, rate and payment of subscriptions 
assessments and fines.” H ’ Mr. C 
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the usua 
resigned 
of the 
Mr. Riel 
for the 
Board oi

Acting under legal advice, the Council of 1891 applied to the Quebec 
Legislature for an Act authorizing the Board to hold immovable property 
m this Province to the value of one million dollars and to issue debentures 
and to lease alienate or otherwise dispose of and hypothecate the same — 
also empowering the Board to borrow money and to issue bonds or de
bentures therefor, to hypothecate its property either directly to the 
lenders or in favour of one or more trustees for the lenders. The Act was 
obtained in July, and in addition to the foregoing provisions it confirmed 
the deed hypothecating certain property of the Board in favour of the 
trustees for the second mortgage bondholders.

Although the increase in the amount of property this Board could hold 
from 8500,000 to 81,000,000, was made for the express purpose of enabling 
it to issue bonds to the amount of 8550,000, the amending of By-Law 28a, 
necessary before the balance of the bonds could be issued (8300,000 first 
mortgage bonds), was not made until December 9th, when it’ became 
necessary owing to the circumstance that your Council was then about to 
place the first mortgage bonds.

That By-Law was accordingly amended by you as follows
By-Law 28a.—For the

A requ 
members 
immédiat 
pleasant 
held 23rd 
ing such 
feature of 
the Counc 
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, purpose of paying for the property recently purchased
and the erection and equipment of new premises thereon, the Council is author
ized to raise capital not exceeding $550,000, by the issue of 
bonds, or otherwise, with or without hypothec, and 
the rate and payment of interest, and the 
Council may deem best.
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VACANCY ON BOARD OF ARBITRATION.
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THE NEW BUILDING.
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finances, or an)' other matter : Messrs. E. B. Greenshiclds, Chairman ; 
H. Montagu Allan, Jas. A. Cantlie, Chas. H. Gould, Chas. P. Hébert’ 
W. C. Munderloh.

3Ir. Allan obtaining leave of absence in May, Mr. Edgar Judge was ap
pointed to replace him and has continued to do so up to the present time.

Tho Committee’s work during the year has been of a somewhat 
nature, necessitating thirty-one meetings and many informal 

feronces, for although last year the plan of the building was decided upon 
and the contract awarded, certain changes have been necessary in the 
plans and numberless practical questions requiring prompt decision have 
constantly arisen. Considerable time was also occupied in securing sub
scribers to the balance of tho second mortgage bonds, and in negotiating 
for tho issue of the first mortgage bonds. The result of the labours 
of that Committee and of that of the preceding year, can, however, bo 
better seen in tho building itself than in any written record. There are. 
though, a few points which should find mention here, and they are given 
as follows under their several headings :

Finance.—The following bonds have been issued :—

First Mortgage Bonds.—$300,000, period thirty years from 1st Dec. 
1892, date of maturity 1st Dec. 1922, purchased by the New York Life 
Insurance Co. at par, rate of interest 4\c/c, no coupons ; date issued, 
19th January, 1893.

The Council congratulates the members of tho Board upon the placing 
of these bonds at 4^%, that rate of interest being lower than heretofore 
obtained for such loans in Canada.

Second Mortgage Bonds.—$250,000, period thirty years, bearing 5% in
terest, issued 31st May, 1892. interest coupons dated 15th May and 
15th November, date of maturity 15th May 1922. Delivered to sub
scribers, 15th November, 1892, with first interest coupon detached.

These second mortgage bonds have all been taken up, and the Committee 
is pleased to be able to state that tho several calls made have been ge 
ally met with promptness by the subscribers thereto, and that there is 
now only $19,000 unpaid. A list of the subscribers, classified according 
to their business is here given, and shows the general interest taken in 
the building by most classes of the community :—
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Chairman ; 
P. Hébert,

CLASSIFIED LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS TO TIIE

MONTREAL BOARD OF
SECOND MORTGAGE 

TRADE.
BONDS OF THE

Branch of Business.
1 Banks, Bankers and Financial A 

Contractors for the Building...
Capitalists...................................
Dry Goods Merchants....................
Railway Representatives and Contractors
insurance Companies and Agents.............
Incorporated Companies •
Shipping.............................
Tobacco Manufacturers...................
Flour Merchants and Millers......... ....
«rain, Produce, Butter and Cheese..........
Groceries, Wine and Spirits &c
Hardware Merchants................
Printers, Publishers, etc....................
Sugar Refiners.............................
Brewers............................
Members of Legal Profession......................
Furriers.............................
Livestock........................... .........................
Dealers in Paints, Oils, etc..
Paper Manufacturers  ................... .!!]..
Confectioners......... .................. .......
Druggists.... ;....................  .
Stock Brokers........... ...........
Fruit Dealers........................... . . . . . .........
Furniture Dealers.............*.
Manufacturers of Shirts, Cuffs and Collars’. 
Leather and Boot and Shoe Merch
Real Estate Agents........................
Wholesale Clothiers..................... "
All other Businesses.............

Amount
Subscribed.

■ $37,500
25,000 

. 21,500
20,800

■ 17,000
15.800
12.500
11.700
10.500
8.800
8.700 
8,400
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Fire Insurance.—The building has been insured since 23rd July, 1892. 
the amount being increased from time to time as payments were made 
to the contractors. Since 29th October “builders’ risk” has been covered 
at the contractors’ expense. The insurance was divided between those 
companies who had directly or through their representatives here, sub- 
sei ibed to the second mortgage bonds, the division being made pro rata 
according to the amounts they each subscribed. The amount placed to 
date is $250,000, and it is intended that when the building is finished, the 
total insurance thereon shall be $350 000, and that the rentals shall also be 
insured.
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! Corner Stone.—This was laid on Thursday, 19th May, by Sir Donald 
Smith, K.C.M.G., in the presence of the Building Committee, the Council 
and a large assemblage of members of the Board and the general public. 
A full report ot the very interesting proceedings will be found on pages 
98 to 102 of this report.

Additions to Original Specifications.—A barber’s shop with two bath 
looms has been arranged in the basement on St. Nicholas street close to 
the restaurant. Two fire escapes have been erected at the back of the 
building. Hot and cold water pipes have been laid to each office.

Alteration of Accepted Plan.—After much deliberation and with the 
approval of Mr. Archer, Chairman of the Building Committee for the 
previous year, it was decided to change the location of the council 
and secretary’s office from either side of the main entrance to the 
of the St. Peter street wing, where, with a large branch association 
rendered possible by the change, they form a continuous suite of rooms 
with the exchange hall and reading room, extending from St. Peter 
street to the restaurant division wall. This alteration gives the Board 
a large and a handsomely proportioned council chamber, and the archi
tects have said with regard to the change generally that it was a great 
improvement and one that would never be regretted by the members.

The removal of the council room and secretary’s office from the front of 
the building left these rooms available for rental purposes, and removed 
any objection to opening up the corridor from St. Nicholas street to 
St, Peter street (a change always contemplated) excepting the possible 
reduction in rental revenue consequent upon the size of those 
boing reduced by the width of the corridor. The architects urgently
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While much has been done during its year of office, your Council is 
compelled to follow long established precedent and leave for future accom 
pl.shment the following important matters, which it most earnestly com-' 
monds to the attention of the incoming Council ^

Free Canals.

■

Aid for the Harbour from the Dominion Government

the S?Uw °f QUaraDlim "*ti0"e’ °***»’ 6-Sing

Insolvency Legislation by the Dominion Government.
Uniform appraisement for Customs valuation.
Beadjustment of the new Provincial Taxes.
Appointment of a Committee of the Board 

affairs.
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A perusal of this Report will show that the year has been a very busy 
one for the Council, especially for those members who are also on the Build- 
ing Committee. The number of matters brought to the Council’s attention 
seems to increase year by year, and while the chief of these have been 
herein referred to, there is much useful work done that does not call for 
mention.

The gradual but steady increase of the Board’s influence, which 
menced with the large accession to membership in 1887, has rendered the 
office-bearers of the Board liable to many demands upon their time and 
attention in addition to those made by the meetings of Council. The 

has subjected the Secretary and assistants to multiplied and 
increasing demands for all kinds of information, involving in the aggre
gate a very large amount of work in addition to that devolving upon 
them in connection with the meetings of Council, its sub committees, and 
the several branch associations. It may be mentioned, as an example of 
outside matters sometimes undertaken by the office at the Council’s 
desire, that a considerable portion of the clerical work in connection with 
the Montreal Citizen’s Relief Committee for the sufferers by the fire at 
St. John’s, Nfld. was performed by it.

The Council is glad to bear testimony to the satisfactory manner in 
which the Secretary and his staff have performed the work of a specially 
arduous twelve months.

The whole respectfully submitted.
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Name.

E- B. Greenshielda.....................
John B. McLea.......................
Edgar Judge......................
Chas. P. Hébert.........................
J. B. Learmont......................
•las. A. Cantlie................ .
R. Bickerdike........................’’’
J. Cradock Simpson.................
Archd. Nicoll....................
R. M. Eedaile.................
W. C. Munderloh..............”
Çhas. H. Gould................
Jas. Slessor....................
Geo. Childs......................
H- Montagu Allan.........
'Geo. W. Stephens, M.P.P...........
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STANDING COMMITTEES,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
ARCHIBALD NICOLL, 

and the Treasurer, H. MONTAGU ALLAN,

BUILDING COMMITTEE.
CHAsVhEBKRT ALLAN\v , JAS. A. CANTLIE.

..I « jvm,vb; tt

INSOLVENCY COMMITTEE.
JAS. A. CANTLIE, GEO cnrr ns

JAS. SLESSOR, GEO. W. STEPHENS.
FINANCE.

EDGAR JUDGE,

1892.

EDGAR JUDGE, Chairman.
J. B. LEARMONT,ELDS,

President.
ex-officio.

E. B. GREENSHIELDS, Chai 
CHAS. H. GOULD.

rman.

E. B. GREENSHIELDS, Chai
R. M. ESDAILE, J. B. McLEA~

rman.

E. B. GREENSHIELDS,
H. MONTAGU ALLAN.

•’• CRADOCK S.MPsSt’cES ROR

CHAS. P. HEBERT, JA8. A. CANTLIE,
l8gi.

E. B. GREENSHIELDS, 
EDGAR JUDGE,R. BICKERDIKE,

N. B.—The President is ex-officio a member of all Committees.
J. B. LEARMO.NT.

Record of Attendance at 
Year 1892-93

/cry busy 
the Build- 
attention

the Forty-one Meetings of Council held 
up to 20th January, 1893 inclusive.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT OF TIIE MONTREAL CORN EXCHANGE
ASSOCIATION.

To the Members of the Montreal Corn Exchange Association.
Gentlemen,—Since the amalgamation of this Association with the Board of 

Trade it has not been the custom, as before that event, for the Committee of Man
agement to present to the members of the Association any formal report of pro
ceedings during its period of office, hut the President has given at the annual 
meetings a verbal resumé of the Committee’s work for the year. Experience lias, 
however, shown that there are disadvantages connected with the recent method, 
the chief being that it affords no opportunity for a concise record of the Associa
tion’s work. Your Committee therefore proposes to follow the older precedent of 
presenting an annual report, and it is informed that the Council of the Board of 
Trade will welcome such reports from it or any Branch Association of the Board, 
and include them in its printed annual report.

Necessarily many matters closely connected with the interests of this Asso
ciation are taken up by the Council of the Board of Trade, and with regard to any 
such reference will be very brief,

Removal of the Telephone from Lock No. 2. Laciiine Canal.
This was a matter of concern to all who have business connected with the 

Canal. Thanks to the Council’s representations, the telephone was replaced in 
time to be of service during the season of navigation.

Canal Tolls.
The Council memorialized the Government early in the year, praying for the 

usual rebate in canal tolls on grain bound for Montreal and ports east thereof, and 
the rebate was granted by Order-in-Council dated 1st April, so that action on the 
part of your Committee was unnecessary. The threatened abrogation of this 
order in August led to your holding a special meeting with regard to the matter 
at which a resolution to address the Government urging that the rebate be 
continued was lost, an amendment being carried to the effect that no action be 
taken. The rebate was continued to the end of the season.

Delay in Opening Cornwall Canal.

Although the Government was urged to have this canal opened in good time» 
it was the 1st May before vessels could pass through. It is much to lie regretted 
that it has almost become a rule for the Cornwall Canal to be opened at a later 
date than the canals below it, rendering the latter meantime of little use to trans
portation interests.

Nominations for Mem hers of Boards of Examiners for Flour and Grain.
The Committee was, as usual, requested by the Council to nominate the mem

bers on these two Boards, which nominations were adopted by the Council, and 
the Boards appointed as follow :

Wheat and other Grain.— Auguste Girard, A. G. McBean, Hugh McLennan, 
Robert Peddie, Adam G. Thomson.

Flour and Meal.—E. F. Craig, A. E. Gagnon, O. M. Gould, Jas. S. Norris, 
David Robertson.
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The small number of grades for which accommodation could be provided 

evoked considerable dissatisfaction from the meeting held to receive Mr. McKee’s 
report, but as the United States railways had agreed to refuse to accept any grain 
for export from Canada unless already graded, the following committee was up. 
pointed to make all necessary arrangements for putting the new regulations into 
effect Messrs. A. G. Thomson,.las. Carruthers, A. G. McBean, W. A. Hastings, 
Alex. McKee and T. A. Crane. The committee, after correspondence with the 
Toronto Board, agreed that the following should be the grades of grain for which 
bins shall be reserved in New York
No. 2 Spring Wheat,
No. 2 Red Winter Wheat,
No. 1 White Winter Wheat,
No. 2 '• "
No. 2 Goose Wheat 
No. 2 Buckwheat,
No. 2 White Oats,

In the meantime the Boston iV Maine Railway Company had intimated that 
similar arrangements would be put into effect at Boston where t wenty grades could 
be accommodated ; these also were agreed upon by the Toronto Board and your 
Committee, as follows :—
No. 2 Spring Wheat,
No. 1 Red Winter Wheat,
No. 2 “ •• «
No. 1 White Winter Wheat,
No. 2 “ “ “
No. 2 Goose Wheat,
No. 2 White Oats,
No. 2 Mixed “
No. 2 Rye,

Grain Stored in tub Intercolonial Railway Elevator at Halifax—Its 
Identity Still Preserved.

In consequence of the issuance of a new departmental regulation providing that 
the Department does not undertake to keep grain separate from other grain of 
simbar kind and grade, the special committee communicated to the General 
Freight Agent of the Intercolonial Railway, its wish that when shippers desire, the 
identity of their grain should be preserved as heretofore. Your Committee is glad 
to report that arrangements have been made accordingly.

Mixing of Grades in Regular Elevators.

\our Committee, at the request of the Winnipeg Grain and Produce Exchange, 
approved its recommendation that all terminal elevators at the lakes and seaboard 
should lie declared and made regular elevators, (i.e. those in which the Government 
Inspector has complete control, and where all grain is inspected on entering and
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perienee of that institution some years ago was not such as to lead the Committee 
to favour its revival.
Provincial Quarantine Regulations Threaten to Interfere With Montreal’s

Trans-Atlantic Trade.
The issuance of an order by the Provincial Board of Health forbidding any 

vessels coming from any infected port from touching at any port in this Province, 
led to representations being made by a deputation of your Committee to the Pro
vincial Treasurer and Health Officer, to the effect that with proper quarantine 
arrangements such stringent regulations were unnecessary, and moreover that 
the order would have a most prejudicial effect upon the export business of this 
Province, for if ships were not permitted to arrive, it was obvious that outward 
freight would not be procurable. The Committee has reason to believe that its re
presentations led the Central Board of Health to be somewhat more considerate of 
the effect of its edicts upon the commerce of the country.

New Provincial Taxation.
The proposal of the Provincial Government in June last to tax all wholesale 

dealers $100 jier annum whether their business was large or small, caused your 
Committee to at once address the Provincial Treasurer strenuously objecting to the 
terms of such taxation on the ground that the small wholesale dealer, with a 
stock of only five hundred dollars, would he liable to the same extent as the largest 
and wealthiest. The Provincial Treasurer’s reply stated that the sources of taxa
tion in this province are very limited, and that after consideration this system had 
been chosen in preference to an income tax.

Objections to the unequal distribution of this tax became very general, and the 
Council of the Board of Trade has been vigorously opposing it by letter and depu
tation, your Committee being represented on the latter. So far, however, the taxa
tion has uot been removed, but the impression prevails that as the result of repre
sentations made it will be amended so as to press less heavily on the smaller 
wholesale dealers.

Report of the Association’s Representative on the Harbour Commission.

Montreal, 24th January, 1898.
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To the President and Committee of Management of the 

Gentlemen,—
The important work ol the year upon the harbour of Montreal was the carry

ing on of the construction of the Guard Pier, which is the most prominent feature 
of the Harbour Enlargement Plan, and which was commenced in 1891. It was 
intended to have done much more than was accomplished, but the non-delivery of 
essential parts of the working plant, and the imperfect condition of other parts, 
very seriously retarded progress. As it was 208,441 cubic yards were dredged and 
used in the construction of the Pier, and $78,540 was expended in this and other 
work upion it.

Montreal Com Exchange Association.
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Committee

pleting the back-filling and macadamizing of the lower end of the 11“' I0,'"'
low the Hudon Cotton Mill. The flllin» 1 * , , new "barf, be-
to the new pier at the St Lawrence War Reextended. but of narrow width,

The repairs upon the wharves have been heavier than 
count of some large items of renewals in the cribwork 
liberal use of macadamizing stone on the roadways.

The dredging plant has been increased by the addition of 
floating derricks and six flat-deck

BMontreal’s

idding any 
3 Province, 
to the Pro- 
piarantine 
eover that 
less of this 
at outward 
that its re- 
siderate of

i

usual, mainly 
and planking, and in the

011 a<-

a large dredge, three ■
scows.

s-. - WJnswrra,1; -55
of coal show a very substantial increase. ne imports

Shipments of grain from this port during the past

«wholesale 
msed your 
ting to the 
er, with a 
the largest 
is of taxa- 
ystem had

season were as follows

Wheat 
Corn.. 
Peas... 
Oats.., 
Barley 
Rye...

8,379,562 bushels. 
1,763,854 
2,255,691 
5,930.750 

403,978 
160,391

.1, and the 
and depu- 
: the laxa- 
t of repre- 
ie smaller Total for 1892 

" “ 1891....

Increase for 1892

18,894.226
14,179,037

4,715,189

,h»vThe!ZVenUe8»ftheharb0Ur have feIt the iu>Provement in this trade, and

MISSION.

tary, 1893.

n.

the carry- 
nt feature 
1. It was 
delivery of 
her parts, 
edged and 
and other

Very respectfully,

Charlbi H. Gould,

Representative of the Com Exchange Association on the 
Board of Harbour Commissioners.

1
.
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Annual Excursion.

1 liis was held on August 18th by rail to Vaudreuil where a pleasant afternoon 
spent, followed by a well served dinner at theLotbiniére House at which some 

interesting speeches were made by invited guests and members. The thanks of 
this Association were conveyed to the Grand Trunk Railway and Canadian Pacific 
Railway Companies, who kindly conveyed the party to and fro free of charge.

To the I
was Gbnti.bb
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Cattle 1m 
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incapable i 
occur this 

Subsequi 
thought, b< 
than he ret 

The deal 
wharves w 
preventing 
Commissio

New Members.

The following have been admitted to membership in the Association during 
the past year:—Mr. Edmond Denis; The Canada Meat Packing Company; 
Mr. J. R. Ronald, of Messrs. Marling Ronald ; Mr. Walter Oliver, and 
Mr. Harold Hampson.

Obituary.

MBMitEHs.-Mr. F. H. Warrington died July 20th ; Mr. D. J. Rees died Sept. 17th ; 
Mr. Walter W ily died October 2<th ; Mr. L. P. Pruneau died December 22nd.

Mr. M. P. Ryan, Collector of Customs, died Jan. 15th 189:’,. This gentleman having 
been President of the Association for the four years, 1870 to 1873, the Association 
met on receiving the news of his death and adopte, 1 the following resolntion

Hetolved, That this Association has learned with deep regret of the death of Mr. M, P. Ryan, for 
many years one of its most active members, and its President from 1870 to 1873.

That Mr. Ryan’s unfailing urbanity and kindliness of disposition won for him the warmest esteem 
Of all with whom he was brought into contact, both as a merchant and as Collector of Customs for this 
port, and that the members of this Association regard his death as a serious loss to the community.
• That the sincere condolences of this Association are hereby tendered to Mrs. Rvan and family in 
the sad bereavement that has befallen them,

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee of Management,

R

\i

D. A. Mvl'HEHSON, Presldoil.
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Retort of ihe Montreal Marine

To ,he PreKident and Oounca of the Montreal Board of Trade.

Gentlemen,—

"iu‘—

.....
replace him for the season or until i ’ .aP!x,lutmeilt of a substitute to

„,d „ rpZ;",,; », „c.z,;: r”rlr re“'’re" •» —»• >»•Association, it was decided to reromm i ° lntoreNl to t,ie members of this 
Vibert as being the most suitable of t ‘ r™' r^ "‘e aPPoi,ltme,lt of Capt.

<iM the vacancy‘thus created ïîheT * ■'? °" May l2tb. >'°u decided to

PsitmP^ïsl#sa=s
ur tins Association s recommendation would be kept in mind 

tholbtT'11 ,Ci°mplaint8 t0 and oorrospondence with the Minister have it is 
than hemtofore e'neanS dUCinga 8tr‘Ct adherence to the regulations 

The destruction by tire of the Hrmburg American Packet Go’s she,l« on the
prevent! ™ dl8?.U88ed by the Association with a view to taking action towards 
preventing a simdar occurrence in the future, the result being that the Harbour 

ommiss,oners were asked to have all oil and lamps removed from the sheds on

I ndkrwriters* Association.
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3 thanks of 
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the wharves ami placed in tanks or iron boxes outside the sheds, to limit the 
quantity of oil in such tanks or boxes to live gallons each, and to make a rule 
strictly prohibiting smoking in or about the sheds.

This request the Harbour Commissioners'communicated to the Steamship 
Agents and Stevedores doing business at tins t>ort, and replies satisfactory to this 
Association have been received from nearly all concerned.

The Secretary of Lloyds wrote in April asking this Association to nominate a 
suitable person for the agency of that coronation winch had become vacant at 
Victoria, B.C. After careful enquiry the Association recommended Mr. Henry 
Croft, which recommendation, however, was not adopted, as in May, the Secretan 
of Llloyds had again written, and while thanking the Association for its trouble, 
intimated that a Mr. A. P. Rithet had been appointed.

Upon enquiry by the Pilotage Committee into the stranding of the 
S.S.Ieace, and action taken there anent by the Quebec Harbour Commissioners, it 

learned that the Pilot had been found guilty of negligence and suspended to 
the let December.

The agents of the SS. State of Georgia, which was stranded at Cap a la Roche, 
having asked the advice of the Association as to the disposal of her cargo, it 
recommended that all damaged and perishable goods be sold by auction at this 
port, and that the undamaged portion of the cargo be forwarded to its destination. 
This advice the agent acted upon.

An interesting letter descriptive of the light, signal and pilotage services in the 
River and Gulf was received from Mr. E. L. Bond and referred to the Committee 

St. Lawrence Navigation and Pilotage for consideration and report.
The uncertainty of the date of the removal of the buoys from the river has been 

under consideration, and your Board has recently been requested to use its in
fluence towards having a fixed date for such removal named by the Government, 
the 23rd November being the date suggested.

The Association’s correspondents at Halifax and St. John’s, Nfid., have rendered 
good service by advising whenever a wreck or accident occurred in their re
spective vicinities.

An additional hardware appraiser has been appointed for London, Ont., in the 
person of Mr. D. J. Cowan.

Other matters of minor importance have engaged the attention of the Associa
tion from time to time throughout the year.

The whole respectfully submitted,
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JOHN POPHAM,

President Montreal Marine Underwriters’ Association.
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0 79 .. O 94 
O 83 .. 1 07 
0 81 .. 1 20 
1 04 .. 1 20 
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$ c $ c.

and highest price of Flour and

Straight Kullrr 
Flour, 

per barrel of 
188 lbs.

V. Can. Spring 
Wheat, 

per bushel of 
60 lbs.

$ C. $ c. $ c. 5* c.

in Montreal during thirty 

Spring Extra
FLOUR, 

per barrel of 
186 lbs.

■ont yearA.

I. Can. Spring 
Wheat. 

per bushel of 
60 lbs.

*

Wheat.
Bushels.

DATE. Corn.
Bushels.

Oats.
Bushels. Rye ; Barley. 

Bushels. | Bushels.

$ IS:::::::::::::: sagf 'Msd «2« ww
•an. 3,1891........................ ->6847075 V757ri* stuuuZo 2,315«985 2,271,543
Dec. 28, 1889 ..................... 33 756 004 qK 476*504| 4,059,344
Dec. 29, 1888...................... .38!301 447 S407vn o’E’?1, 1-228.9-ti 2,385,117
Dec. Si) 1887...................... .! 4442l nn! tiffin 1-ti78'8:18: 2,803,901
’an. 1,1887........................ ' 6‘>>Vs69 13mm -2’m, 295,221 i 3.498.957
Dec. 26, 1885........................ 58431813 S’ - 435.429 2,785,793
Dec. 27, 1884 ...................... 43 38-MQO ?889- 98 2,327,152. 815,075
Dec. 29, 1883...................... ' 35 507 400 Qfior’nh u,3J9’974 1,935,587 : 624,343
Dec.30, 1882.................. ' 21048 017 Qwuvl- EBB :î,292,19t» 2,673,349
Dec. 24, 1881....................... .j I^’eiT r w’ 7 tîiîfri iB10,154 l’479-085
Dec. 25, 1880 ........................ 30 007 4181 162,892-10l! 1,317.978
Oen 97 1070 3.859,694 3,185.241
Dec" 28 18*8 ........................ 28,634,366 10,175.216 2,795105 4,529297

28,18,8........................  18,283,791 8,525,819 sItOO.BIO 5,248,452!
873,360

1,091,333
1,722,955

Visible supply of Grain, comprising llio stocks in 
e.pal points of accumulation at lake" ,nd seabnan/ 
by water, .list December, 1892:—

granary at the prin- 
ports, and in transit

Vieus teany nJvèment'in Wb8a|ri1 ll0"r rlllcd hlghe8t before the opening of navigation, and r 
SpnfnSgtE±.K<,,‘erhavin8 bec'llnethe le"din« trade, quotation, thereof were in 1888 substituted forpie-
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Stocks ok Wheat and Corn in Store in London and Liverpool on 

the 31 ST December, for the last seventeen YEARS.

London. Liverpool.

YEAR.
WHEAT,

«ire.
CORN,
(ire.

WHEAT,
qre.

CORN,
qre.

1892 55,( M il l 
25,0011 
4II.H0II 
75,0110 
55,000 
4(1,0110

080,1 Mill 
370,000 
350,000 
285,000
560.1 II Ml
760.1 Mill 
350,000 
735,000 
390,000 
873,000 
623,000 
265,000 
116,000 
470,000 
150,1100 
353,000 
311,000

105,000 
40,000 

125,00!) 
115,000 
95,000 
75,000 
55,000 
65,1X10 
40.000 
75,1X10 
38,000 

155,000 
125,(XXI 
55,000 

180,01X1 
50,(XXI 

139,000

1891
1890
1889
1888
1887
1886
1885 55,0(10 

25,00(1 
55,00(1 
25,1X10 
55,1 X M l 
55,000 
55,000 

150,(XXI 
40,000 

215,000

1884
1883
1882
1881
1880
1879
1878
1877
1876

F

On passage to United Kingdom, 31st December, 1891 : Wheat 
2,468,000qre. ; corn, 356.000 qre. 31st December, 1892 : Wheat, 2,733,000 
qre.; corn. 280.000 qre.

INSPECTION OF GRAIN.

Ihe quantities ot drain inspected in Montreal during the past four 
years were as follows :—

1892 1891 18911 1889

-|-

Bush. 
5,417.8(0 
1,538,20(1 
4 079,500 

11,161,200 
461,«XI 
490,700 
808,1 XXI

Bush. Bush. 
3,740,81X1 661,91X1
1,026,01X1 ! 3,226,700 
3,120,300 1,854,700
2,463,8(XI 975,1X0

997,800 1(0,200
2,526,700 460,400

390,8(0 126,300

Bush. 
1,948,(XII i 
5,423,41X1 
1,320,300 

122,7(Ki 
177,3(xi 
113,l(Mi

Wheat . ...
Corn................
Peas.............
Oats.............
Barley.........
Rve.............
Buckwheat.

I

I

2.3,957, (XKi 14,266,200 7,405,2(0 9,104,80"

STOCKS

1888.

Wheat...
Com.......
Peas.......
Oats.........
Harley ...
Rye.........
Flour.......

1889. 
Wheat...
Corn.......
Peas....... .
Oats.........
Barley ...
Rye...........
Flour.......

1890.
Wheat....
Com.........
Peas.........
Oats.........
Barley ....
Rye............
Flour.......

1891.
Wheat....]
Corn.........
Peas..........
Oats..........
Barley ....
Rye. 
Flour

1892.
Wheat ....l
Corn.........
Peas..........
Oats.........
Barley ....
Bye
FI, .1<uir

.1

'lid

i

llllîlîllllllîilï
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STOCKS OP ORAIN AND'•BRI'OOL ON FLOOR IN MONTREAL 

EACH MONTH PROM 1888 TO 1892
ON THE FIRST 

INCLUSIVE.
SATURDAY OPRs.

OOI. 1888. Jan. F kb. , Mah. J Apl. i May. i Junk July. Auo. J Srpt. Oct. j Nov. nK0.
CORN, Wheat 

Corn .. 
Peas .. 
Oats.., 
Harley 
Rye. •, 
Flc

6.714 ^ life m
M-** MAg 78,72.6 82.i*J0 l:i«482l127,m 8?m thÏiO mslu ioi'402 30 01(7

88 88 8» IB. WTO -g 66 s® gg i8 48 iS S il fl J» V* ..” .»■«> w»
__ ffl1 Zll6' 5W 56 502 78,693 92787

seiiïiïii
• -bush. 159,550 
•• “ ! 9,084 

“ 67,174
•• ::
•• 13 2J3

•••bris. 34,692

217.492qrs.

105,000
40,000

125,000
115,000
05,000
75.0(H)
55,000
65,000
40.000
75,4)00
38,000

155,000
125,000
55,000

180.0IMI
50,(HHI

139,000

our

1889. IWheat 
Corn .. 
Peas .. 
Oats .. 
Barley 
Rye ... 
Flour.

: : 8.S

• “ 38,698

471191 433,55i 436.554 
37,844 34, 65 33,864 
74 47, 83,626 109,149 
36 95-5 41,118 72,738 
53.61.5i 56,474 51,979

• brls. 98,*2611 <281 95,737 103^66

1890.
Wheat 
Com .. 
Peas .. 
Oats 
Barley -«SBISiiSifi6L089 <827 64,369 66$  ̂ 12M

1

• " 86,403
“ 9 684Flour'".”.'

■ brls. 67,577

1891.
Wheat 
Corn .. 
Peas .. 
Oats ., 
Barley liiiiiiiiM @ m, 6^ $$ S S

593,344 530 913 584,326 689,2681600,535 574,755 427,93" «13,52! 477,281 192,592 3"0,390

258,2h2 367.678 405 818 .385 974322 187 1M mi To'iisi mVAi,' J7'!29 ,15'919rnmmmm*

•bush. 210,373 346,637 398 547
1 9-A043 I40.U6 

185.536 2,2.704 
38,394 49.577 
26,8 0 29981 
48,054 53,279

79,764 
169.478 

i 23.412 
. 23,192
brls. 42,418

I : Wheat 
t, 2,733,000

1892.
Wheat 
Cora .. 
Peas .. 
Oats .. 
Barley 
Rye .... 
Flour..

■•••bush. 289,283 

.... “ 218,258 41Ï 4,38:::: : Jâg8S
... “ 12,665
....brls. 42;<)39

i past four
8,473

1880

9,104,80"

Bush. 
1,048,(Ml" 
5,423,4(61 
1,320,300 

122,7(6» 
177,3(6» 
113,1(6»

it
!

;

..'.JtX
r.

: :
 ; 

:

-
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MONTREAL CORN EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION.

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1892.
committee of management.

PbesiiikntD. A. MuPHERSON. 
Acting Persidenti-A. E. GAGNON. 
Trk .surer ;-U. ROBERTSON.

JOHN BAIRD. 
A. J. BRICE. 
E. F. CRAIG.

JAS. S. NORRIS,
R. PEDDIE,
ADAM G. THOMSON.

BOARD OF REVIEW.
Chairman - - CHAS. H. GOULD.

JNO. E. KIRKPATRICK, 
J- O. LAFRENIERE.

JOHN DILLON,
G. M. KIXGHORN, ARTHUR

ROBERT SIMMS.

MEMBERS ;

Allan, Andrew. 
Allen, Jus. 
Anderson, D. 
Archer, Robt. 
Amntl, Jno. R.

&PP ttÜTS!-*-
Grand ! A.- , Me'onnell, W. G.
Trunk )■ {Jurton, John. McFee, Alex.
*• ite*."- ttm.

Routh.R. T. 
RoynlCanad’n Ins Co. Birks, Artl 

Boinn, Lee 
Broeseau, 1

Carter, Stei 
Chcput, Chi 
Childs, Geo. 
Colson, C. E 
Cusson, Ale

Scott, Jas.
Scott, J. P.
Scott» Win.
Shaw, Jas. 
Sidey.J. G 
Simms, Robt. 
Sinton, Ja«. C. 
Smith, .1. Lionel. 
Smith, Lionel J. 
Smith, ,M. B. 
«.W”. B.

Stewart, James F. 
Stewart, Win. 
Strachan, James. 
St. Onge, 8.

Baird, C. J. 
Baird, Jno. 
Butterbury, F. K. 
Bickerdike, R. 
Brice, A. J. 
Brossai d. M. 
Brown, Thos. B. 
Uruneau, L P. 
Bndden, H. A.

McKay, T. M.
Me Lea, John B. 
McLean, Chits. 
McLennan, Ewan.
McMiMan^Vv! jf'1’
McPherson, l). A.

JIampson, Harold. 
Hampsun, R. 
Hanna, Geo. H.

, Hartsie, R.
1 Hastings, W. A. 

Hodgson, Arthur. 
Hodgson, Henry. 
Hunsicker, J. E.

teX^e': Hsas^
Carruthers, Jas. Inglis, James.
CooKson, S.
Cowie. A. McK.
Craig, E. F.
Crane, T. A.
Currie, Jas.

'

'Hi mo:

Nivin, Win. 
Norris, Jus. S.

Ogilvie, W. W. 
Oliver. Walter. 
Oswald. W. R.

Jacques, Geo. E.
Judge, Edgar.

Kinghorn.G. M.
Kingman, Abner.
Kirkpatrick, Ino. E.

' Labelle, Hospice.
Lafreniére, J. (>,
Laing, Peter.
Lebel, J. P.
LeMesurier, W. M.

»r.hw-

ttLWx. c»
Montreal Elevating Co
MunTte Ronald? j’.,R.W'
Murray, H. H. i Routh, F. A.

ViceTatley, Wm. 
Thom, James. 
Ihomson, Adam G. 
Thomson, D G. 
Thomson, Geo. A. 
Torrance, John.

I Torrance, John, jr. 
Truteau, A. C.

Parent, Désiré. 
Paton, Hugh. 
Peddie, R. 
Porieous, John.

Dawes, J. P. 
Dillon, John. 
Dobell, H.

Quintal. Joseph.Esdaile, 0. B. 
Esdaile, R. M. 
Evans, Willi

Vadinaet^Louis.

Vipond, T. S. Bourgouin,
_ neau A Cle. 
Brophy, Cairn
Caraley A Co. 
Caverhill, Ki 

Bln more.

M. Fisher, Soi

am.
Wade, È. J.
Wait, George. 
Ward, Joseph. 
Warrington, Jno. T. 
Watt. D. A. P. 
Wight, R. E. 
Williamson, James. 

Witness.”

Fairbairn, John. 
Ferguson, W. B. 
Foley, M. S.
Gagnon, A. E. 
Gear, Wm.
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fMONTREAL WHOLESALEN.

GROCERS association
*
i

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1892.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
1

PwssinKNT
Vick-Prks. CHAS. P. HÉBERT. 

Directors :-CHAS. CHAPliT,

• - UEO. CHILDS. 

TmauRKKi-D.T.TEES. 

J. C. ROSE.

IN.

IIW. W. LOCKERBY,

COMMITTEE OF ARBITRATION.

WM. KINLOCH.
ARTHUR BIRKS. I>. C. BROSSEAU.

If. LAPORTE. H. H. REGAN.

I,MEMBERS :

. T. Birks, Arthur. 
Boivm, Leonard I. 
Broeseau, D. C.

Carter, Stewart J. 
Chrpit.Chas. 
Childs, Geo.
Colson, C. E. 
Cusson, Alexis.

j Donahue, Wm.

; Hébert, Chas. P.
I Bendery, Alex. 

Hughes, H. H. F.

Kinloeh, Win.
_ Lacaille, Chas.

nad’n Ins. Co.

tev!wntd,s'
I Quintal, Jos. Ed.

; Ransom. H.
Regan, H. H.

I Robitaille, J. A.

Semple, J. H.

Tees, D. T. 
Telmosse, L. W.

Villeneuve, J.O.

I
Ii.

P.
n.

G.
tobt. 
i". C. 
Lionel, 
onel J.

MONTREAL WHOLESALE DRYii.
GOODS ASSOCIATION.in. B.

t
«mes F.
Vm.
James. IffOFFICE-BEARERS

Prïsidikt-R. L. GAULT. 
V ick-Pkrsident—E. B. GREENSHIELDS.

FOR 1892.
L

4
SIm.

Trrasi«k*-WM. REID. IInes.
Adam G. 
D G. 
Geo. A. 
lohn. 
lohn, jr.
• Ce

Directors :
ALPHONSE LECLAIRE, 
FRANK MAY, JAS. SLESSOH. 

GEO. SUMNER
I)

MEMBERS :Louis.

8. -i^saâsr».*!Eitires-a^l*•«.-«»
Carsley A Co.
Caverhill, Ki

Bin more.

M. Fisher, Sons A Co.

ain 4 Co
Alphonse Racine A Co.. 

Robert Linton A Co. 

Thibaudeau Bros A Co.

ge.
I>b. Jaequee GrenierA Co., 5Î Co.

Hodgson, Sumner A Co.
P. P. Martin A Co. 
Thomas May A Co.

i • J no. T. ssoek AI*.

James. James Johnston A Co.

ft

\
\ *

I
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MONTREAL MARINE UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIATION.

X

iVOFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1892.

President,—JOHN POPIIAM.
Vice-President,—ARCHIBALD NICOLL Treasurer,-EDWARD L. BOND.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
J. H. ROUTH, Chairman,—WM. B. EVANS, C. T. HART. 

And ex-officio the President and Treasurer.

MEMBERS :
iI 1st Vice-

Edward. L. Bond, 

C. E. Gault,

Ç. T. Hart.
W. C. Munderloh, 
Archd. Nicoll,

John Popham, 
J. J. Riley.
J. H. Routh,

MONTREAL BUTTER AN1) CHEESE ASSOCIATION.
R. BICKEfl 
GEO. CHIL 
R. M. ESDA 
CHAS. H. Gi

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1892. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
President JOHN McKERGOW,

(Of Messrs. A. A. Ayer A Co.) 
Treasurer i-PRANK DUCKETT.

F. H. WARRINGTON

Vice-President :-JOSHUA A. BELL. 
A. W. GRANT.A. J. BRICE. J. V A ILL ANCOURT.

ANDREW A 
ROBERT AH 
JAS.P.CLEG 
HON. GEO. A

COMMITTEE OF ARBITRATION.
P. LAING. C. LANGLOIS.JAS. DALRYMPLE. d. a. McPherson. W. Ï. WARE.

MEMBERS.

Alexander. James 
A. A. Ayer & Co. 
Bedard, N. P.
Bell, Simpson & Co. 
Brice. A. J. 
Dalrymple. Jas. 
Duckett. Hodge & Co.

Grant, Alex. W. Macpherson, D. M.
jlislop, Meldrum A Co. McLaïan!tp<?aw.Pb®U‘
MrtekSoAnCOUk80n- W,£;Ker80nAC0-
Chas. Langlois A Cie. | Jas. Oliver it Co.

Shaw, Thos. 
Vaillanoourt, J. A. 
Geo. Wait A • o. 
Jos. Ward A Co. 
Ware, W. T. 
Warrington, F. H.

Li
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IATION.
v

MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE
D L. BOND. ill

OFFICE-BEABF.KS AND MEMBERS FOR 1*98.

President : E. B. GREENSHIELDS.
1st Vice-Pubs. : CHAS. P. HEBÉRT.

2nd Vicb-Pkes. : JAS. A. CANTLIE.
ham,

Trbasurbr: H. MONTAGU ALLAN.
»th,

COUïTCIL :

PION. R. bickerdike,
GEO. CHILDS,
R. M. ESDAILE, 
CHAS. U. GOULD,

EDGAR JUDGE,
J. B. LEARMONT,
W. C. MUNDERLOH, 
JOHN B. Mc LE A,

ARCH. NICOLL,
J. CRADOCK SIMPSON. 
JAMES SLE330R.
G. W. STEPHENS.

r.
Ayer A Co.)
WCKETT.
IVARRINGTON

BOARD OB’ arbitratio isr.

ANDREW ALLAN, 
ROBERT ARCHER, 
JAS. P. CLEGHORN,

A. F. GAULT,
F. W. IIENSHAW,

„„„ JONATHAN HODGSON,
HON. GEO. A. DRUMMOND, JOHN KERRY,

ROBERT REFORD, 
WM. WAIN WRIGHT, 
HON. J. K. WARD. 
RICHARD WHITE.

W. T. WARE.

Seeretaru Geo. Hadrim,.Thon.
loonrt, J. A. 
Bit A • O. 
trd A Co.
W. T.
(ton, F. H.

N
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3lu pXemoriam.

Lisl °f Members of the Montreal Board 
of frade who died during 1892.

J. W. BRAYLEY,
JNO.a EVANS,
ROSWELL C. LYMAN, .
JOHN DUNCAN,
G. C. MACDOUGALT., .
JOHN & HALL, .
SAMUEL T. AUSTIN, - 

,G. W. MORRISON, .
J. F. WULFF, .
F. H. WARRINGTON,
J. E. DOYLE, .
GEO. T. BEARD, .
D. D. SIDEY, - 
D. J. REES, - 
T. V. MACDONALD, .
WALTER WILY, .
J. H. M. WELSH,
CHAR D. PROCTOR,
!* P. BRUNEAU,

• Died Jan. 15,1892. 
Died Jan. 16,1892.

• Died Feb. 21,1892.
• Died Mare»- 23,1892.

• Died March 31,1892.
• Died April 9, 1892.

• Died April 24,1812.
• Wed May 12,1892.

- Died May 23,1892. 
Died July 26, 1892.

• Died Aug. 2,1892. 
Died Aug. 10,1892.

• Died Sept. 6,1892. 
Died Sept. 17,1892.

• Died Sept. 20,1892. 
Died Oct 27,1892.

- Died Nov. 22, 1892. 
Died Dec. 16,1892.

• Died Dec. 22,1892.
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