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PIERRE RADISSON, BUSHRANGER.
|{\ Mi:( KI.I.S will.SON.

.Noil.. Ill ilir .M.iv miiiil>»T ol llii- C'.\N\I)I\\ M\(.\/.I.M-. wiTv ilcsi ril'cd llu- i-\pliiil> of l\;i-

«.lis>,iiii ;iiul (iiMxi-iJjjcrs, llu- l\vi> lur-lr;iiUTs lo wlium llu- iiu-i-ption uf tin- lliuUDirs l<;t\ Com-
pany is iliii'. It will hi" '•I'l-.iili'il that tlu-y I'.'iptiirfil P'ort Ni'lsun (alu-rwarils \'ovk l'"arti»iy ).

aiui I'arrii'il oil" till- I'Iii^IInIi, ilwir t'oniu'r assiu-iati-s, prisoiu-rs to a {•'ifiu'li lurl. Hiit in spit*-

of tins lu-lia\al, kailissmi -.I'l'ins lo iiavi- lianUri<'il attiM' llio C'oinpany's yoi>ii-\viil ;iiui (m|)lc)y-

incnt. Ill' soon alliTwaiiis iiMiii ncd t.i I'laiirf, li-.ivinij C'lioiiart , his ncplicw, in cli.irnf ol

l'\M't |{t)iii'l)(>n. Tiifsc I'liapli-is, riiil ot liiiilii\' ini|ioilanl iinpnhlisiicil iii.iUMi.iJ, lorin p.irl ot'tlu'

liisloiy ol llic IliuUon's li,i\- ( 'onip.iiiv . slioilly lo In- piililislu-d iiiiiU'i I he lillo ol " riic liifal

' "ompaiu .'

1 OKI) l'Ki:STON
' ' whi) licUl in the

year H)S^ llie post of

Ambassailor Mxtra-

ordinary ot I'^iiif.j

Cliaile.s II. at liie

Court of X'ersailles,

was atlvisetl of

tiie ret urn to Paris

of tlie busliraiifjer

kadisson in these

terms :

" My Lord : It

has just reached our

ears and that o\' his

Koyal llij.(hness the

Duke of S ork, Ciov-

ernor of the Hon-
ourable Hudson's
Bay Company, that

the person who has
caused all the recent

trouble in the I lud-

son's Hay retfions

whereby our mer-
chants have sulVered

so nuicii at the

hands olthe l^'rench,

is at this moment in

Paris. As it is

much in the inter-

ests of the nation as

of the company that there should be no
repetition of these encroachments and
disturbances it mitrht be advantai^'eous

for your Lordship to see this Mr. Radis-
son who, it is believed, could be
brouy^ht over a^-ain to our service if he
were so entreated by your Lordship.
His Roy.il Hiijhness, toj^ether with the

other Honourable partners, ;ire con-

2 (.

!r :'i,::i;t!Br."
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I'liRiti i:si'Kir K\nissi<\.

vinced from his previous conduct that

it matters little to Mr. Radisson under
whose standard he serves, and that,

besides, he is secretly well-disposed to-

ward us, and this in spite of his late

treacherous exploits which have j^iven

ji^reat ofVence to the nation and damajje
to the Company."

This private note was sijjned by Sir

'7)
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jolin Hayes and Mr. ^'olmf; on be-

half" oi tlie company. On its receipt

by Lord Preston, lie at once sent

an emissary, t'aptain (lodey, to seek

out Railisson and make overtures

to him. Ov\ tlie tliird lloor of a house
in the l'"aubour{^ St. .Antoine, sur-

rounded by a number of his rehitions

and boon companions, the dual

traitor was discovered, deeply eng-aj^ed

in drinkinf,"- healths and in retailing his

adventures to the applause of an ap-

preciative circle. L'pon the walls and
mantelpiece of the apartment and
such mea}i;rc furniture as it boasted,

were disposed numerous relics and
trophies, bespeakinjj- h thirty years'

career in the Transatlantic wilderness.
" Radisson himself," remarks Godey,

*' was apparelled more like a savage
than a Christian. His black hair, just

touched with ji'rey, hunf.;f in a wild pro-

fusion about his bare neck and shoul-

ders. He showed a swart complexion,
seamed and pitted by frost an ' expos-
ure in a rif^orous climate. A huj^e

scar, wrou},^ht by the tomahawk of a

drunken Indian, dislig-ured his left

cheek. His whole costume was sur-

mounted by a wide collar of marten's

skin ; his feet were adorned by buck-
skin moccasins. In his leather iielt

was sheathed a lonj^ knife. " Such was
the picture presented by this uncouth,

adventurous Hutjuenot, not merely
in the seclusion of his own Uuls^'ings,

but to the polished and civilized fi>Ik

oi Paris of the seventeenth century.

What were the projects harbour-

ed in this indoniitable man's miiul ?

In spile ^^i his persistent intriijues it is

to be doubted if lie, any more than

.Medard C'houart des (iroseilliers, was
animated by more tliaii a desire to

pursue an exeitini,^ and atlveiiturous

career. Habitually lioldiiitT out fortlie

best terms, he does not appear to have
saved money when it was acxjuired, bu^

spent it freely. Wlien lie died lie was
in receipt ^^i a pension from the t'oiii-

p, ny, so far insuHlcient to provide for

his manner of livini,'- that they were
forced to pay his remaininjjf debts.

I'nabashed by the surroundinj^-s thus

presented to him. Captain Godey an-

nounced himself, shook hands with
the utmost cordiality with Radisson,
and pleaded to be allowed to join in

the convivial proceedinj^s then in pro-

gress. The better to evince his sincer-

ity, without further ceremony he accept-

ed and drank as full a bumper oi bad
brandy and applauded with as much
heartiness as any man oi the party, the

truly astonishing tales of their host.

Godey was the last of the guests to

depart.
" Look you," said he, when he and

Radisson were alone together, "you,
monsieur, are a brave man, and it

does not become the brave lo harbour
vengeance. Nor does it become
a brave nation to think hardly

of any man because of his bravery,

even though that nation itself be a suf-

ferer. ^'ou know," he pursued, " what
is said about you in Lngland ?

"

Radisson interrupted his guest by

protesting with suspicious warmth that

he neither knew nor cared anything
about such a matter.

" It is said, then," answered Godey,
"that you have been a traitor to the

king, and that there is no authority or

defence for your conduct. \ow and
(iroseilliers, whilst professing friend-

ship for the Knglish Company have ilone

them great injury, and endangered the

peace between the two crowns."
To this Radisson made rejiiiiuler :

" I am sorry ; but all that I and my
brother-in-law have done, is to be laid

at the door ^^^ the Hudson's Hay Com-
pany. We wished honestly to >erve

tiieni, but they cast us away as being no
longer useful, wlieu now lliey see what
it is lliey have iU>ne, and iiow liHtlisIiiy

they ha\e acted in listening to tlie

counsels o'i (iovernoi Hridgar. We
really beai them wo ill-will, neither

the conipan\" nor his Ro\ al Ilis^Ii-

ness.
'*

*Iii " U.uiissmr.s Rel;iti(>n " tlu'ii- luiiirs

llu- lolinwiiiy pass;it;t' :

"
1 ;ii-Uiuiwli'ili;-i' till' ilisjippoiiilnuMil I I'l-lt

;il lieiiiij iil>lii»'i>il to li'ave the iMiylish siTviri'

1)11 .•lei'iMiiil nt' till- ill-ti'c.'ilniiMil I haii ii-i'i-ivfil

ami llial I wiiiilii luil lie soiiy to n'liini, iii'iiij;

ill a l>otltT posii'uui tliaii hi-tori- lii iimuIim' sit-

\iri' In tlu' kiiij;' ami nation it' jiisiiri- were
tloiu' me anil my servii-i-s ri-fonni/.i-il.

"

\
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The j^allant emissary reported the

tenor of this conversation forthwith

to his master, and both were aj^reed

as to the sort of man they had to ileal

with. Ciodey expressed himself con-

vinced that there would be little dilVi-

culty in inducing Radisson to return to

the Company's service. On this advice

Preston at once wrote off to Mr.

\'ouny^ tellinj;' him not to further press

the Company's memorial to the kin}^,

nor to seek

to have the
!'" r e n c h

court take

cof^-nizance

of and a-

w a r d re-

compense
for the
wrong s

done the

Knglish in-

t e r e s t s .

" Radisson
has done
this thing

out of his

own head,

and he is

the one man
competent
to undo it.

He is, I

learn, well-

disposed to

theEnglish,

and there is

no reason if

properover-

t u r e s be

made him,

w h y he
should not

do more for

the English

interests in that region than he has yet

done."
.At the same time La Barre, the

French governor, was urged to make
the most strenuous efforts to retain the

advantages gained for the French by

the two adventurers. A royal des-

patch of August 5th, 1683, and sign-

ed bv Louis himself, runs as follows :

PRINCK Rl'I'KUT

h'nim the Patntiit^ of Sir Pvter I.-ly hi Hu /.ton's- Jiay //oiisr, /Million

"
1 recoiiiiuend you to prevent the

Knglish as much as possible from
establishing themselves in Hudson's
Hay, possession whereof was taken in

my name se\eral years ago ; and as

Colonel d'l'nguent,* appointed Ciover-

nor o( New YorV: by the King of Eng-
land, has had precise orders on the

part of the said king to maintain good
correspondence with us and carefully

ti> avoid whatever may interrupt it, I

doubt not

the diffi-

culties you
have exper-

ienced will

cease for

the future."

Louis was
by no means
desirous of

renderin g
the position

of his fellow

m o n a r c h

over the

Channel un-

co m f o r t
-

able. He
was dispos-

ed to yield

in a small

m a t t e r

when he had
his own way
in most o\'

the large

ones. Had
Charles
\ielded to

French re-

presen ta

-

tions about
Port Nelson
he would
have given

great offence to his brother the Duke
of York. Indeed, there is little doubt

that had the Company not boasted

members of such distinction or the

patronage of royalty, the French
would have at this juncture forced

their demands and overwhelmed the

i

1

' This is M. de l;i Barre's quaint fashion of spelling

Dongan.
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I'ji^;!!''!! possession. Katlisson appears

to liave {^-ot vviiul <)'( the situation and
this was, perhaps, to liim a j^-reater

arjcument for retuniin}^ to the service

of the power hkely to be most perman-
ent in Hudson's Hay. He, however,

hunij;^ about iille in I'aris for some
weeks in a state of indecision. Had
M. de Sei}4"nely exerted his full powers
of persuasion, he mi}^ht have induced

our bushranjj^er to remain in the ser-

vice of I.ouis. Hut no such induce-

ment was offered. There is some
reason to believe thai M. de Seif^nely

undervalued Radisson ; but in any
case the apathy of the court influenced

his actions.

The bushran^'-er was, on the other

hand, ex-

horted to

return to

his first

engaf,'e-
m e n t

with the

Enj>flish,

Lord
Prest on
assuring
him that

if he
could in

reality
e X e c u t e

what he '^'*''^' ^^ ^"" ''*""

pro posed
he would
receive in

Kngland from his Majesty, tiom his

Royal Highness, from the Company,
and from the nation "every sort of

good treatment and entire satisfact-

ion." The Duke's especial protection

was also guaranteed. Our not too

punctilious hero at length made up his

mind as to the course he would pursue.
" I yielded," says he, " to these

solicitations and determined to ^o to

I'^igland forever, and so strongly bind

myself to his Majesty's service, and to

that of those interested in the nation,

that no other cause could ever detach

me from it."

But in order that he might have an

excuse for his conduct, the very day that

A \^Oi< I AKIOI.i; IN THK KAKI.V

CO.MP

he arrived at this decision hejis,; found
writing to the l''rench Minister de-

manding a certain grant in the north-

west ot Canada as an alternative to

a fornier pri>posal that " in con-

sideration oi his lormer discoveries,

voyages and services he should be
^iven every fourth beaver, trapped or

otherwise caught in those territories.'

M. de Seignely had no suspicion ot'

the depth of Radisson's duplicity. The
minister thought him "a vain man,
much given to boasting, who could do
much harm, and had therefore best

have his vanity tickled at home."
Up to the very eve of his departure,

April 24, 1684, he is seen to be a daily

attendant on the minister or his subor-

dinatesof

the De-
partment
ofMarine
andCom-
m e r c e .

He is not

a I w a y s

favoured
with an

audience;

but when
listened
to speaks
vaguel y
of fitting

out and
equip-
ping ves-

sels for

trade on voyages similar to those he
had already undertaken. His iniivete,

to use no harsher term, is remarkable.
"In order," says he, "that they

should not suspect anything by my
sadden absence, I told them I was
obliged to take a short trip into the

country on friendly family matters. /
niysi'lf made good use of this time to go
to London."

He arrived in the linglish capital on
the loth of May, and immediately paid

his respects to Mr. Young. The project

for regaining possession of ^'ork Fac-
tory was canvassed. Radisson estimat-

ed that there would be between fifteen

and twenty thousand beaver skins in

OAVS 01 Tin; HI DSON S HAY
A.NV.
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the hands ot' his nephew, awaiting
shipment. The partners appeared
mure than satisfied, and Radisson met
with a most cordial reception. He was
assured that the company liad entire

conlidence in him, and that their j^^real-

est rej,'-ret was that there had been any
misnnderstandinj^ between them. Tliev

would, it was declared on tlieir behalf,

make all amends in their power.
l*'or a few weeks the Hudson's Hay

bushranj^er foimd himself a lion. He
was presented to the kinj; in the course
ot a levci'. Charles listened with the

very j^freatest assumption i.-)i interest to

law. He was not wont to dress so
when he was last here, but he has jjot

\\\m a new coat with much lace upon
it, which he wears with his leather

breecl'.es and shoes. His hair is a pet-

feet tanj^'le. It is said he has made an
excellent fortune for himself

'

.After a lumiber of conferences with
the partners, Radisson finally depart-
eil from (.iravesend on May 17. Three
ships set sail, that in which Fiadisson
was embarked being named " The
Happy Return." The elements being
favourable, the little fleet reached the

Straits more speedily than usual The

A VISIT TO AN KNCAMI'MKNT OK INDIANS.

fti'/irotiiireil from Jl'esfx "Journal i/iiriii,i^ ii residritir at Ihc Keil River Colony iSio-j."

the adventurer's account of himself,

and to his asseverations of loyalty and
good will. Radisson in the evening
wasi taken to the play-house in the

suite of his Royal Highness, and there

by his bizarre attire attracted almost
as much attention amongst the audience
as the play itself.

" To the Duke's Play-house," writes

John Selwyn to his wife, "where Radis-
son, the American fur-hunter, was in the

Royal box. Never was such a com-
bination of French, English and In-

dian savage as Sir John Kirke's son-in-

chief figure of this expedition, who had
never borne a part in any joint enter-

prise without being animated by jeal-

ousy and distrust, found here ample
scope for the exercise of his character-

istic vices. During nearly the entire

period of the voyage he evinced a per-

petual and painful apprehension that

one of the other ships carrying officials

and servants of the company would,
with malicious intentions, arrive before

him.

His first concern on awaking in the

morning was to be assured that the

1
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coinp.'inion vessels were in sifj^ht, and
althoujj^h the " Happy Return " was
the most sluggish sailor of the trio,

yet to such j;-ood purpose were plied

the bushranger's energies and prom-
ises that her commander's seamanship
made her a capital match for the others.

lUit just before their destination was

THK WINTKRINIJ CRKKK IN IIAV S KIViK.

Fnim III! ii/ii /iriiit in KIlis' " fuyaKi" /" f/niisoii's Hav in 1746.'

readied contrary winds,

currents and masses of

tloatiii)^ ice bri>iij,'ht about

a separation, and Kadisson
licj^'an to be assailed ini>rc

than ever by the fear that

I he I'in^'lish serviuUs woiilil

irrive on the j^ivunid, over-

whelm his nephew and the

other I'rench without hisas-

^i•^ulnce, arid thus frustrate

ill his plans for claiminj;

sole credit. .And in truth

this fear was very nearly

justihed. i'wenty leaj^uies

from Port .Nelson the ship

j^ot blocked amidst the mas-
ses of ice. and proj^ress,

except at a raft's pace,

became out o( the question.

In this dilemma, Kadisson
demanded oi the captain a

small boat and seven men.
His request beinjf j,'ranted,

it was launched, and after

under^'oinjj^ forty-eij^'ht

hours' fatig-ue, without rest

or sleep, the entrance to Nelson River

was reached. Imagine Radisson's sur-

prise, as well as that of his compan-
ions, on beholding two ships at anchor,

upon one of which a complete stranger

to them, floated the Royal Standard of

England.
It was the Knglish frigate which had

entered at Port

Nelson. The other

ship was the " .Al.

ert," commanded
by Captain Outlaw,
having' brought out

the company's new
governor, William
Phipps, the pre-

\' i o u s seas o n

.

Radisson boldly

headed his boat for

this vessel, and
when he drew near,

perceived Bridgar's

successor, with all

his people in arms
on the quarter-

deck. The Gover-

nor, in a loud voice,

'pKOViKClAL ARCir.VlS OF. B. C.
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instantly demaiKlcd tt) know w ho Raclis-

son was. Upon his makint^ hiniscif and
his alk'i;iani.'e known, they decided to

permit him to board the Company's
ship. The bushranf^'er Hrst made it liis

care to be informed how the hind hiy,

and he was inwardly rejoiced to 'earn

that the Ciovernor and his men ha. I not

dared to land out of fear of the French
and Indians, who were con' idered

hostile to the Hrffjlish interests. This
was precisely the situation Radisson
most desired ; a thoujjht seems to have
struck him that after all, his nephew,
Chouart, miyht prove intractable, and
by no means so easily won over as he

had anticipated. It therefore behooved
him to act with adroitness and circum-
spection. Taking with him two men,
Radisson proceeded up country in the

direction of the abandoned York Fac-

tory, hourly hoping that they might
discover something, or at least thoy

should make someone hear or see a

friendly In' ian by firing musket shots

or making a smoke. The attempt was
not fruitless, as he tells us, for after

a while they perceived ten canoes with

Indians coming down the river. At
first, he says, '• I thought some
Frenchmen might be with them, whom
my nephew might have sent to discover

who the new arrivals were." Upon
this supposition Radisson severed him-
self from his comrades and going to

meet the savages he made the usual

signs to them from the bank, which
the Indians at first seemed to respond
to in no amiable spirit. Albeit, on ad-

dressing them in their own tongue,

he was immediately recognized, the In-

dians testifying by shouts and playful

postures to their joy at his arrival. He
quickly learned from them that his

nephew and the other Frenchmen were
above the rapids, four leagues from
the place where they then were. They
had expected Groseilliers would ac-

company Radisson, and when they ex-

pressed surprise that this was not the

case, Radisson did not scruple to tell

them that Groseilliers awaited him at

a short distance.
" But what," asked Radisson, " are

you doing here? What brings you

into this part o'i the country and in

such numhers ?
"

The savage leader's sudden confusion

betrayed him to Radisson. The cir-

cumstance oi the Indians voluntarily

seeking trade with the Fnglish greatly

simplified the situation.
'* Look you,' said he heartily, at the

same time calling to C"aptain CJeyer,

who was in ambush hard by, "
I am

glad to find you seeking trade with the

Knglish. I have made peace with the

l*"nglish for the love of our Indian

brothers ; you, they and I are to be

henceforth only one. Embrace us

therefore in token of peace ; this

(pointing tolieyer) is your new brother.

Go immediately to your son at the fort

yonder and carry him these tidings and
the proofs of peace. Tell him to come
and see me at this place, while the

others wi'l wait for me at the mouth of

the river."

It should be mentioned that the chief

of this bikUd had previously announced
himself as young Chouart's sire, ac-

cording to the Indian custom. He
now readily departed on his mission.

Radisson, as may be imagined, pass-

ed an anxious night. The sun had
been risen some hours before his eyes

were gladdened by the sight of a canoe
in which he descried Chouart. The
young man's countenance wore, as well

it might, an expression of profound
amazement ; and at first hardly the

bare civilities of relation^hip passed

between the pair. Chouart waited
patiently for his uncle to render an ex-

planation of the news which had reach-

ed him. Silently and slowly they walk-
ed together, and after a time the prince

of liars, traitors, adventurers and bush-
rangers began his account of his posi-

tion.

Radisson states that his nephew im-

mediately acquiesced in his scheme. A
memoir penned in 1702, the year of

Radisson's death, by M. Barthier of

Quebec asserts that the young man
received with the utmost disgust and
flatly declined to entertain his re-

lative's proposals. He expressed on
the other hand the greatest grief on
hearing the news ; for he had begun to
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Now it appeared that this

hiboiir had all been in vain.

It was only his love for his

mother, Radisson's sister,

which prevented an open
rebellion on the part of

Chouart a^^ainst the pro-

posed treachery.

No rupture took place;

the stronj^er and more
crafty spirit prevailed.

Chouart surrendered i>n the

following; day his command
of the fort. He had, he
complained expected a far

different fate for the place

and his men. The tattered

old //cur de lis standard
brouj^htby the .SV. ^;i//<''.v captain from
(Quebec was lowered and the Kn},'lish

emblem with the device of the com-
pany, run up in its stead. .All the forces

were assembled and amidst cheers lor

kinf^ Charles and the Honourable Ad-
venturers, the Company's Governor
took formal possession.

But the French bushrang-ers and sail-

ors watched these proceeding's with mel-
ancholy dissatisfaction, not perhaps as

much from patriotic motives as from
the frailty of their own tenure. They
could no lonjjfer be assured of a live-

lihood amongst so many English, who
bore themselves with so haug-hty a

mien.

Radisson proceeded to make an in-

ventory of all the skins on hand, to-

gether with all those concealed in caches

in the woods. The results showed 239
packages of beaver, or about 12,000
skins tog'ether with merchandise sufti-

cient to barter for seven or eight thou-

sand more. Instructions were now
g-iven by Radisson, the Governor re-

maining' passive, to have all these g'oods

taken in canoes to the ships.

It now only remained tt r the bush-

rang'er to accomplish only one other

object before setting" sail with the carg-o

for England. Radisson speaks of hini-
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b it I can find no authority for his

statement. It involved the reten-

tion in the company's service oi his

nephew and the other Frenchmen, and
even assuming that Radisson were
armed with any such instructions, the

plan was not likely to enjoy the ap-

proval of Governor Phipps who, if he
were at the outset of his term of oHice,

determined upon any one thing, it was
that Port Nelson sliould be cleared of

Frenchmen. I'-xactly htnv this was lo

be transacted was not quite clear,

especially as there was yet no open
ruptuie between the two authorities.

Hut for such a rupture they had not

long to wait. They were destined on
the very eve of his departure to be in-

volved in a quarrel.

Some years before an Assiniboine

chief named Ka-chou-touay had taken
Radisson to his bosom and adopted
him as his son with all the customary
ceremonies. This formidfible chief who
had been at war with a neighbouring
tribe at the time of his adopted son's

arrival in the country, now put in an
appearance. Instead of the joy Radis-
son expected it was with reproaches
that he was greeted. Ka-chou-touay
informed him that a brother chief

ot his, named La Barbe, with one of

self as having a secret commission, his sons had been killed while expos-
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tulating^ with a party of English. The
consequences of this rash action might
be so grave that Radisson felt it to be

his duty to resort to the Clovernor and
demand that his servants should be

punished for the crime, or else he would
not be answerable for the consequences.

The Governor does not appear to have
taken Radisson's demand in good part,

declining altogether to intervene in the

matter. The other now proceeded to

commands and threats. He asserted

that as long as he remained in the

country the Governor was his subor-

dinate, which greatly angered that

official and high words passed.

The task the Governor had set him-
self was by no means easy, especially

if he wished to avoid bloodshed. But
the plan of overpowering and disarm-

ing the French was finally accomplished
through strategy. .\ll were escorted

aboard the ship, even to Chouart him-
self, and on the fourth of September
sail was set.

On this voyage Radisson's state of

mind rivalled that which he had ex-

perienced when outward bound. His
late anxiety to be the first upon the scene

at Port Xelson was paralleled now by his

desire to be first in London. If, happily,

the company should first hear an ac-

count of what had transpired from him-
self he felt convinced full measure of

justice would be done him. If, on the

other hand, Governor Phipps' relation

were first received there was no know-
ing how much prejudice might be

raised against him.

Great as was his impatience he
managed to hide it with adroitness, so

that none save his nephew suspected
the intention he shortly executed. The
captain, crew and company's servants

left the ship leisurely at Portsmouth.
Those going up to London lingered for

the coach, but not so with Radisson,
who instantly made his way to the

post-house, where he hired a second-
rate steed, mounted it and without the

courtesy of an adieu to his late com-
rades, broke into a gallop, hardly

midnight, but late as was the hour he

took no thought of securing lodging or

of apprizing his wife of his advent.

He spurred on his stumbling horse

to the dwelling of Mr. Voung, in

Wood Street, Cheapside. The hon-

ourable adventurer had retired for the

night, but, nevertheless, in gown and
night-cap welcomed Radisson with

great cordiality. He listened, we are

told, with the greatest interest and
satisfaction to the bushranger's tale,

garnished with details of his own mar-
vellous prowess and zeal for the com-
pany. Nor, perhaps, was Radisson

less satisfied when, on attaining his

own lodging, he pondered on the

day's exploits. He slumbered little,

and at eleven o'clock Voung was an-

nounced, and was ushered in, declaring

that he had already been to Whitehall

and apprized the Court of the good
news. His Majesty and his Royal
Highness had expressed a wish to see

Radisson, the hero of these great

doings, and Young was accordingly

brought to escort the bushranger into

the Royal presence. It was a triumph,

but a short-lived one. Radisson had
hardly left the precincts of the Court, his

ears still ringing with the praises of

King and courtiers, than the Deputy-
Governor, Mr. Dering, received Phipps'

account of the aff"air, which was almost

as unfair to Radisson and the part he

had played in the re-capture of Port

Nelson, as Radisson's own account was
flattering.

On the receipt of the report, a Gen-
eral Court of the Adventurers was held

on September 26th. By the majority of

members the bushranger was hardly

likely to be accorded full justice, for

great offence had been given by his

presentation at Court and the extremely

informal nanner of his arrival. Despite

the friendliness of Hayes, Voung and
several other partners, Radisson was
suspended from any active employment
in the Company's service. Not long

afterwards, I find him in receipt of a

pension of ten pounds a month from the

restrained until London bridge was Company, which he continued to enjoy

reached. t\. r many years to the lime of his death
His arrival took place lose upon at Islington, in 1702.
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