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It 18 related by .Esop, that a forester once meeting with a lion,
they travelled together for a time, and conversed amicably without
much dilToring in opinio" At length a dispute happening to arise
upon the question of sii. • j.ity between their respective races, the
former, in the absence of a better argument, pointed to a monument,
on which was sculptured, in marble, the statue of a man striding
over the body of a vanquished lion. "If this," said the lion, «ia
all you have to say, let us be the sculptors, and you will see the
lion striding over the vanquished man."
The moral of tliis fable should ever be borne in mind when con-

templating the character of that brave and ill-used race of men, now
melting away before the Anglo-Saxons like the snow beneath a ver-
tical sun-the aboriginals of America. The Indians are no sculp,
tors. No monuments of their own art commend to future ages
the events of the past. No Indian pen traces the history of their
tnbes and nations, or records the deeds of their warriors and
chiefs-their prowess and their wrongs. Their spoilers have been
their historians; and although a reluctant assent has been awarded
to some of the nobler traits of their nature, yet, without yielding a
due allowance for the peculiarities of their situation, the Indian
character has been presented with singular uniformity as being cold,
cruel, morose, and revengeful

; unrelieved by any of those varying
traits and characteristics, those lights and shadows, which are
admitted in respect to other people no less wild and uncivilized
than they.

Without pausing to reflect that, even when most cruel, they have
been practising the trade of war-always dreadful-as much in
conformity to their own usages and laws, as have their more civi.
hzed antagonists, the white historian has drawn them with the
characten.tics of demons. Forgetting that the second of the He-brew monarchs did not scruple to saw his prisoners with saws, and
harrow them with harrows of iron

, forgetful, likewisg, of the scenes
Ht Smithfield, under the direction of our own British ancestors j the
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histonans of the poor untnfored Indians, almost with one accord,
have denounced them a. monsters sui generis-of unparalleled and
unapproachahle harharity

; as though the summary tomahawk wcro
^^rso than the iron turtuves of the harrow, and 'the torch of theMo^mwk hotter than the fafjgots of Queen Marv.
Nor does it seem to have occurred to the "'pale-faced "

writers,
that the .dent.cal cruelties, the records and descriptions of whichenter so iargely into the composition of the earher volu.nes of \me.rican history, were not barbarities in the estimation of those who
practised them. Tiiescalp-Iock was an emblem of chivalry. Every
warrior, in shaving his head for l,attle, was careful to' leave the
lock of defiance upon his crown, as for the bravado, " Take it if youcan. I lie stake and the torture were identified with their rudo
notions o the power of endurance. They were inflicted upon cap-
ives of their own race, as well as upon the whites ; and wi h

to exhibit the courage and fortitude with which they could be

inflict, could be endured. "^

But they fell upon slumbering hamlets in the night, and massacred
defenceless women and children ! This, again, was their own mode

rlllT'f
'' honourable in their estimation as the more courteous

methods of committing wholesale murder, laid down in the books.But of one enormity they were ever innocent. Whatever decreeof personal hardship and suffering their female captives were com.'pdled to endure, their persons were never dishonoured by violence •

a fact which can be predicated, we apprehend, of no other victo!nous soldiery that ever lived.

In regard, moreover, to the countless acts of cruelty alleged to havebeen perpetrated by the savages, it must still be borne in mind that
the Indians have not been the sculptors-the Indians have had no
writer to relate their own side of the story. There has been none
to weep for Logan !» while his wrongs have been unrecorded.

Ihe annals of man, probably, do not attest a more kindly reception
,0 intruding foreigners, than was given to the Pilgrims'landin^ at
Plymouth, by the faithful Massassoit, and the tribes under his juris
diction. Nor did the forest kings take up arms until they but too
clearly saw, that either their visiters or themselves, must be driven
from the soil which was their own-the fee of which was derived
from the Great Spirit. And the nation is yet to bo discovered that
will not fight fpr their homes, the graves of their fathers, an.l their
family altars. Cruel they were, in the prosecution of their contests •

I
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but It would requ're the aggregate of a large number of predatory
incur-s.ons and isolated burnings, to balance the awful scene of con-
flagration and blood, which at once extinguished the power of Sas.
sacus, and the brave and indomitable Narragansets over whom he
reigned. No

! until it is forgotten, that by some Christians in infant
MiKssacimsetts it was held to be right to kill Indians as the agents
and familiars of Azazel

; until the early records ofeven tolerant Con.
necticut, which disclose the fact that the Indians were seized by the
Puritans, transported to the British West Indies, and sold as slaves,
are lost; until the Amazon and La Plata shall have washed away
the bloody history of the Spanish American conquest; and until
the fiict that Cortez stretched the unhappy Guatimozin naked upon
a bed of burning coals, is proved to be a fiction, let not the American
Indian be pronounced the most cruel of men !

If, then, the moral of the fable is thus applicable to aboriginal
Instory in general, it is equally so in regard to very many of their
chiefs, whose names have been forgotten, or only known to be detested
Peculiar circumstances have given prominence, and fame of a cer*
ta.n description, to some few of the forest chieftains, as in the in'
stances of Powhatan in the south, the mighty Philip in the east, and"
the great Pontiac of the north-west. But there have been many
others, equa, perhaps, in courage, and skill, and energy, to the dis-tmguished chiefs just mentioned, whose names have been steeped inin amy in their preservation, because "the lions are no sculptors."hey have been described as ruthless butchers ofwomen and childre^,
V Lout one redeeming quality save those of animal courage and ind.f erenee to pain

;
while it is not unlikely, that were tfie actualnith known, their characters, for all the high qualities of the sol.or, might sus am an advantageous comparison with those of hahthe warriors of equal rank in Christendom. Of this class was 1prominent subject of the present volume, whose name a!ImT, e jnevery American ear during t). war of Independence, and wa ona

j.

.erward associated with every thing bloody! ferociou . and hat ;;f
1

s even within our own day, that the name of Brant* woulddull the young blood by its very «n„n^ a
child to cling cLer to the'k ee ofl Zthe'r "a T""

''' ''^^'"^

of the Indians engaged in the Britilh s^LTdul'lTarfl^:
Revolution not only were all the border massacres dargrddirecS^upon him. but upon his head fell the public maledicti".f fo/every

* Almost invnriahly written nPAvtiT in .i,„ i i

orthography, which was unZ!^ZJr.
"'"^' "" '" '^"'""^ '^' "'^ «»^"
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individual act of atrocity which marked that sanguinary contest,

whether committed by Indians, or tories, or by the exasperated

regular soldiery of the foe. In many instances great injustice was

done to him, as in regard to the affair of Wyoming, in connexion

with which his name has been used by every preceding annalist who

has written upon the subject ; while it has, moreover, for the same

cause, been consigned to infamy, deep and foul, in the deathless song

of Campbell. In other cases again, the Indians of the Six Nations,

in cominon with their cliicf, were loaded with execrations for atro-

cities of which all were alike innocent—because the deeds recorded

were never committed—it having been the policy of the public

writers, and those in authority, not only to magnify actual occur-

rences, but sometimes, when these were wanting, to draw upon their

imaginations for accounts of such deeds of ferocity and blood, as

might best serve to keep alive the strongest feelings of indigna-

tion against the parent country, and likewise induce the people to

take the field for revenge, if not driven thither by the nobler im-

pulse of patriotism.*

Such deliberate fictions, for political purposes, as that by Dr
Franklin, just referred to, were probably rare ; but the investigations

into which the author has been led, in the preparation of the present

work, have satisfied him. that from other causes, much of exaggera-

tion and falsehood has obtained a permanent footing in American
history. Most historians of that period, English and American,

wrote too near the time when the events tiiey were describing oc-

curred, for a dispassionate investigation of truth ; and other writers

who have succeeded, have too often been content to follow in the

beaten track, without incurring the labour of diligent and calm in-

quiry. Reference has been made above to the affair of Wyoming,
concerning which, to this day, the world has been abused with

monstrous fictions—with tales of horrors never enacted. Tne ori.

ginal causes of this historical inaccuracy are very obvious. As
already remarked, our histories were written at too early a day

:

when the authors, or those supplying the materials, had, as it were,

but, just emerged from the conflict. Their psissions had not yet

become cooled, and they wrote under feelings and prejudices which
could not but influence minds governed even by the best intentions.

The crude, verbal reports of the day—tales of hear-say, coloured bv
fancy and aggravated by fear,—not only found their way into the

newspppcrs, but into the journals of military officers. These, with

* See Appendix A—the well-known scnlp-story of Dr. Franklin—long believed,

and recently revived and ineludedin several works of autliontic history.
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all the disadvantages incident to flying rumors-, increasing m size
and enormity witii every repetition, were use.l too often, it is ap.
prcliended, without farther examination, as authentic materials for
history. Of this class of works was the Military Journal of Dr.
James Thatcher, first published in 1823, and immediately lecog.
nized as historical authority. xNow, so far as the author speaks of
events occurring within his own knowledge, and under his own per-
sonal observation, the authority is good. None can be better.
But the worthy army surgeon did not by any means confine his
diary to facts and occurrences of that description. On the contrary,
Ins journal is a general record of incidents and transactions occur!
ring in almost every camp, and at every point of hostilities, as the
reports floated from mouth to mouth through the division of the
army where the journalist happened to be engaged, or as they reachedmn through the newspapers. Hence the present author has found
the Doctors journal a very unsafe authority in regard to facts,
of which the Doctor was not a spectator or directly cognizant
Lven tne diligent care of Marshall did not prevent his rr.easurably
falling into the same errors, in the first edition of his Life of Wash
ington, with regard to Wyoming; and it was not until more than a
quarter of a century afterward, when his late revised edition of that
great w„rk was about to appear, that, by the assistance of Mr.
CiiAKLi.;s MixKK, an intelligent resident of Wilkesbarrc, the readers
of that eminent historian were correctly informed touchincr the revo.
Iiit.onary tragedy in that valley. Nor even then was the correction
entire, inasmuch as the name of Brant was still retained, as the
leader of the Indians on that fearful occasion. Nor were the ex-
aggerations in regard to the invasion of Wyoming greater than
were those connected with the irruption into, and destruction of,
Cherry Valley, as the reader will discover in the course of the en-'
suing pages. Indeed, the writer, in the preparation of materials for
this work, has encountered so much that is false recorded in history
as sober verity, that he has at times been disposed almost to univer-
sal scepticism in regard to uninspired narration.

In conclusion of this Introduction, a short history of the origin of
the present work may not be impertinent. It was the fortune of
the author to spend several of his early years, and commence his
public life, in the valley of the Mohawk-than which the country
scarce affords a more beautiful region. The lower section of this
valley was entered by the Dutch traders, and settlements were com-
menced, originally at Schenectady, very soon after the first fort was
built at Albany, then called Fort Orange, by Henry Christlucns in
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1614. Tlie Dutch gradually pushed their settlements up the Mo-
hawk on the rich bottom lands of the river, as far as Caughnawaga.
Beyond that line, and especially in the upper section of the valiey
west of the Little Falls, and embracing the broad and beautiful gnr-
den of the whole district known as the German Flatts, the tirst

white settlers introduced were Germans—being a division of the Pa-
latinates, who emigrated to America early in the eighteenth century,
under the patronage of Queen Anne. Three thousand Germans
came over at the time referred to, about the year 1709, a portion
of whom settled in Pennsylvania. The residue ascended the Hud.
son to a place called East Camp, now in the county of Columbia.
From thence they found their way into the rich valley of the Sclio-

harie-kill, about the year 1713, and thence to the German Flatts, of
which they were in possession as early as 1720. The first colony,
planting themselves in Schoharie, consisted of between forty and
titty families. Some disagreements soon after arising among
them, twelve of these families separated from their companions ; and,
pushing farther westward beyond the Little Falls, planted themselves
down upon the rich alluvial flatts at the confluence of the West Ca-
nada Creek and the Mohawk.
At the time of its discovery, that valley was occupied by the Mo-

hawk Indians, the head of the extended confederacy of the Five
Nations—the Iroquois of the French, and the Romans, as Doctor
Colden has denominated them, of the New World. Of this confe-
deidcy, the Mohawks were the head or leading nation, as they were
also the fiercest.* The Five Nations early attached themselves to

* " 1 have been told by old men in New England, who remembered the time
when the Mohawks made war on their Indians (the Mohicans), that as soon ns a
single Mohawk was discovered in their country, their Indians raised a cry from
hill to hill, .4 Mohaxok! AMohmok! iipon which they all fled, like sheep before
wolves, without attempting to miike the least resistance or del'enco on their side

;

and that the poor New England Indians immediately ran to the Christian
houses, and the Mohawks often pursued them so closely, that they entered along
with them, and knocked their brains out in the presence of the people of the house."

[Colden''s Six Nations.] The excellent I Fee' ewclder, in his paramount nfllction

for the Lenni Lenape, enters into a long argument to disprove Colden upon this

point; maintaining that the Mohawks were never of more i^rificfame than i.lie

Delawares. The authorities, however, are against the good Moravian missionary,

to which the writer may add the weight of the following incident, of comparatively
recent occurrence ^—Some ten or twelve years ago, a wandering Mohawk had
struggled away from the ancient homo of his tribe, as far as the State of Maine, and
presented himself, one day, in the streets of a small town not far from the Penobscot
river. Indian forms and faces were not stangers in this lii: e community, there
being a remnant of the Penobscota yet existing in the neighbourhood, who were in
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e Enghsh, and were consequently often engaged in hostilities withhe French of Canada, and especially with the Hurons and Adiron-dacks or Algonquins-powerful nations in alliance with th^ Cana.d.ans Another consequence was. that the Mohawk valley, and in-deed the whole country inhabited by the Five Nations. 'lere hotheatre ofsuccesstve wars, from the discovery down to thecloseof thewar ot he American Revolution. There is, therefore, no section of^.e United States so nch in historical incident, as the valley of theMohawk and the contiguous territory at the west.
At the time of the author's residence in the Mohawk country, thematenais t that history, especially that porticn of them connected

With events subsequent to the conquest of Canada by Great Britain
were tor the most part ungathered. The events of the war of the
Revolution, which nowhere else raged so furiously, and was no.where else marked with such bitter and entire desolation, were then
fresh ,n the recollections of the people ; and many a time and oftwe,e the recitals listened to with thrilling interest, and laid up in
tlie storehouse of memory, as among the richest of its traditioiiarv
reasures. Nor was the interest of these verbal narratives diminished
by Visiting the sites of the old fortifications, strolling over the bat-
tle.fields, and noting the shot-holes in the walls of such houses as had
stood out the contest, and the marks of cannon balls upon the trunks
of trees yet remaining on fields which had been scenes of bloodv
strife.

Several years afterward it occurred to the author to undertake
a task v'hich he ought to have commenced years before, viz. the
composition of a historical memoir of the Mohawk Valley, which
would embody those written and unwritten materials of history, now
fast disappearing by the death of the actors in the scenes to be de.
scribed, and the loss of papers and manuscripts, of which such
reckless destruction is allowed in this country. In the progress of

the habit of visiting the place, four or five times a year, for the purchase of suchnecessaries as their means could command. I, happened that a party of Siem^d
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thought find investigation upon tlie sul)ject, it was soon determined

toeinbruco in the proposed muinoir soine hiographical account of the

Great Chief of the Six Nations, Josm-u Buant—Tiiayendankgea
,

but tlicre was yet another distinguished name, wliose history and

fame were intimately connected with tlie Mohawks, and whose

cliaracter has neither been justly descril)ed nor well under.'itood.

The reader will probably anticipate the name. Sir VVilliaji John.

SON. By this time it was apparent that the work, if executed,

must be more extended than had originally been contemplated ; and a

kvi slight preparations were made for its commencement ten years

ago.

It was some time in the year 1829 that the design was abandoned.

Calling upon his venerable friend Chancellor Kent, one morning, for

the purpose of borrowing a rare volume of a still rarer history ot

the old French war of 1755-'0:J, the author was informed that his de-

sign had been anticipated by William VV. Campukll, Esq., a young

gentleman of promise who was just coming to the bar—a native of

the country to be occupied as historic ground—and whose work was

then nearly ready for the press. Under these circumstances, the

project of the author was at once relinquished.

Mr. Campbell's book—"Annals of Tryon County,"—made its

appearance in 1831 ; and was at once found valuable for its facts,

and creditable alike to the industry and talents nf an author, who,

although then so young, possessed the enterprise to undertake the ne-

cessary labour, and the ambition to inscribe his name upon the roll

ofAmerican historians. Still, the work was not a substitute for that

which the autiior had proposed ; its object was a more limited his-

tory, both of time and territory, than had been entertained in respect

of the present work. Mr. Campbell's Annals, with the exception of

a very few brief and partial sketches, embraced the history only of

the war of the Revolution in that particular section of country, and

had little to do with biography. The design of the author, enlarged

by rertection and research, now began to comprehend a history of

the Six Nations, and their wars with the French, Ilurons, or VVyan-

dots, and Adirondacks ; the settlement of the country by the pale

faces ; a history of the French War, so far as that memorable con.

test was connected with the Indians and colony of New-York ; to-

gether, or rather blended, with the Lives of Sir William Johnson

and Joseph Brant. A work of this description seemed to be a desi-

deratum in American history ; and in the autumn of 1832, prf'pa-

rations for the undertaking were resumed, with what success will in

part be seen in the sequel.
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In the prosecution of the preliminary labour, efforts were made to
procure materials from tlie survivors of tlie familv of Sir William^ Johnson, resi.iing in ihe (.'analas. These efforts have thuH far been^ attended witli but partial success. From one of the grandsons,
however, Mr. Akciiibal» Johnson, a valuable manuscript volume has'
been procured, containing the private diarv of Sir William during
the Ntag.ira campaign of 1759, , , which General Prideaux felF,
leaving tlio command of the army to the baronet, whose efforts were
crowned with brilliant success. From among the papers of the late
Lieut. Governor of New-York, John Taylor, in possession of his
daughter, iMus. Coopiou, the author has fortunately obtained the
manuscript of Sir William's official diary for the years 1757, 1758,
and a part of the year 1759, together with a small parcel of other
papers and letters. A ^i^w of the baronet's letters and papers are
also yet extant, m the archives of the state at Albany. All those
wdl afford materials for his proposed biography, and for other
historical illustrations, of high value. Many of the baronet's pa-
pcrs were destroyed in the war of the Revolution ; and many others,
It IS ascertained, are only to .bo found in England—to which
country a special visit will probably be necessary for their consulta-
tion.

It will readily be perceived, that the proposed work embraces
two epochs, between which there is a very natural, and even neces-
sary, division. Thcr first embraces the early history referred to, with
a hislory „f the French war, and the country, to the death of Sir
William Johnson. The second division embraces the life of Jo.
seph Brant, and the revolutionary, Indian; and Tory wars of the
northern and western part of the State of New-York; and although
anticipated, to a considerable extent, by Mr. Campbell, still the au.
thor entered the field of investigation with as much spirit as though
It had not been historically traversed before. In the course of his
'a!)ours he has visited the Mohawk Valley three severaF times with
no other object. Ascertaining, moreover, that the venerable Major
Thomas Sammons, of Johnstown, himself, with his father and two
brothers, an efficient actor in the scenes of the Revolution, had for
many years been collecting historical materials in that re-ion, tli*
author applied to him

; and was so fortunate as not only to^ procure
his collections, but to induce the old gentleman to re-enter the field
of inquiry. By his assistance a large body of facts and state-
inonts, taken down in writing during the last thirty years, from the
lips o( surviving officers and soldiers, has been obtain, d tor the
present work. These documents havi added largely to the most
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iiiilliontic materials of history, enabling the antlidr to bring otit

many m w antl intonsting liicts, and to torn^ct divers errors in iho

works of preceding writers, wiio have superlicitilly occupied tbo

8:11110 ground. In addition t(» these, the i'cw remaining papers of

the bravo Goiicral 1Ii:hkimi:r, who fell at Oriskany in 1777, Imve

been placed at the disposal (jf tiio author, by his nephew, Jolm

Herkimer, Esq. Still the work of Mr. Campbell has been found of

great use, and by consent has been liberally drawn upon. In re-

gard to some transactions, it was, indeed, almost the only authority;

as in tlie cases of Cherry Valley, some of the transactions in tho

Schoharie Valley, and tho exploits of Colonel H;irper.

But this is not all. The author has visited Upper Canada, and

Montreal and Quebec, in search of materials. Most luckily for tho

cause of historic truth, and the reputation of Joseph IJrant, during hia

Canadian researches he became apprised of the fact, that the old

Mohawk cliief, himself a man of a pretty good English education,

had left a large mass of manuscripts, consisting of his own speeches,

delivered on many and various occasions, and a great number of

letters addressed to him ; together with copies of his own letters in

reply, which he !iad preserved with enual industry and care. These

papers were iii the keeping of his youngest daughter, a lady of high

respectability, aboriginal though slie be, and eligibly married to

William Johnson Kchk, Esq. of Wellington Square, Upper Ca-

nada. It was obvious that those papers must prove a rich mine for

exploration; and an application from the author, through his friend

the Hon. Maksii all S, Bihwkll, of Toronto, was most readily

responded to liy Mr. and Mrs. Kerr. The papers, it is true, were

less connected than had been hoped ; and by hundreds of references

and allusions contained therein, it is obvious that large numbers of

letters, journals, an.l speeches iiave been lost—past recovery. Still,

those which remain have proved of great assistance and rare value.

To the kindness of Charlks A. Clinton, Esq. the author hns

been indebted for access to the private papers of General Jajif.s

Clinton, his grandfather. In the composition of one portion of (he

present volui le, these papers have been found of vast importance.

General James Clinton was the father of the late illustrious De Witt

Clinton, and the brother of Governor George Clinton. He was

much in command in the northern department, and it was under his

conduct that the celebrated descent of the Susquehanna was per-

formed in 1779. His own letters, and those of his 'orre^pondents,

have been of material assistance, not only in relation to that cam-
qaign, but upon various other points of history. It was amon" these
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Cherry Valley and Wyo.nmg, worn discovered.
In connexion with tho history of the expedition of Sullivan andClmton, just referred to. tho author h.s Iikewi.se been favoured with

t .nmanuscr.pt duiry of the venerable Captain Theodos.us Fow, kh
oi llns cty, who was an active oflicer during the whole cam,>ai.rn
In a du.on to the valuable „.e„.oranda contained in this diary, cl;""
•owiep has preserved a drawing of the order of march adopted ina cend.ng t he Cheu.ung, alter the junction of the two armies, anda so a plan o,

, ., «reat battle fought at Newtown by Sullivan, ag i,^

!"ld v:l;;:!:'™"'"'^
"^" l.conong.aved, a.,d willhe found in the

AllnnvLr'T^
°^'^'"~"'''• "" "^^^'''°" ^^ -"^-ted from

li tt s itl.r,o i
"

,

"' "' ""^ '"^""''^'•'^ «'' -'-h very

liic oiithorlms likewise been indebted to General Pkt^. r p™T«„, of Black Reel,, Cor ,.„e valuable inf„™ t
" ^^.t«

"j

.»n,ed .i,;:^r,j;-r:ir=iSrs.::
ZZn","" "'"''""''"' "-"'«i"cd for seveal v2

: :rtc,::zSi!r:-sx:r;:x:^z;

r::;:=bX;td-:::;xlrs^v^^- »:;i;,..;cd ti. ,.a.b„r .iti, »?e,a, i,„„„t::t rtin-it?::

A friend „f the author, a highly respectble and i„,elli„„, „.,„

fvwITo' t"7'
"'°°°»"»-. Esq., ofWi„d..,,Co„„eZtU.de'a-,Mtt. Brantat he Grand River Sottl«„e„,, i„ tbeMm^r „1

req.iint and full conversations upon manv subjects. Mr WoodnaffI- obl,g,„rt. „„i,bed „ do.e„ page, or ,Jo of i„3!;u;tL;tt«



i

ZXIV INTROl UCTION.

aiii' mcmorandii of tlioso convorsnt ions, which hnvoheon frpclyusnd.

Tlw "ithor ifl likewise under ohiigntions to Professcr Marsh of Hiir-

lington Cdllogp, (Vt.) a connexion, by ninrrinpo, of tlio VVhrolock

family, for several of Brant's originnl letters ; and also to Tho-

mas Mouitis, Esq., of New.York, who knew the chief well, and was

Bcv(;ral y(!ars in correspondence witli him, for the same favour. l\Ir.

Cam|)l)ell has, moreover, supplied sevtral docutncmta of v.-liic, ub-

taincd by him after the publication of his own book.

Having, by the acquisition of these and othor pa]>f r-, procured all

the materials that appeared to remain, or, at lenci, i'^ iliat«were nc.

ccssible, while the documentary papers for the first division of tins

work were yet very incomplete, the author, like Hotta, in his pro.

miscd complofo history of Italy, has i)e<n compelled to write the lat-

ter portion of the work first. In the execution of this task, he had

supposed that the bulk of his labour woidd ceaso with the close

of the war of the Revolution, or at most, that some fifteen or

twenty pages, sketching rapidly the latter years of the life of

Thayendanegca, would bo all that was necessary. Far otherwise

was tho fact. When the author came to examine the papers of

Brani, nearly all of which were connected with his career siibsc.

quent to that contest, it was found that his life and actions had been

intimately associated with the Indian and Canadian politics of

more than tweiity years after tho treaty ofpeace ; that a succession

of Indian Congresses were held by the nations of the great lakes, in

all which he was one of the master spirits ; that he was directly or

indirectly engaged in the wars between the United States and In-

dians from 1789 to 1795, during which the bloody campaigns of

Harmar, St. Clair, and Wayne, took place; and that he acterl an
important part in the affair of the North.Western posts, so long re-

taincd by Great Britain after the treaty of peace. This discovery

compelled tho writer to entei .lO's a i.w and altt iotherunexiected

field of research. Many di'iPi' m t. eencoun ^^'i in thccnmpo.

sition of this branch of tiie 'vnrl;, ai..ning from various causes and

circumstances. Tho conflicting relations of the United States, the

Indians, and the Canadians, together with the peculiar and sometimes

apparently equivocal position in which tho Mohawk chief—the subject

of the biography—stood in regard to them all ; the more than di

plomatic caution with which the British ofiicers managed the double

game which it suited their policy to play so long ; the broken cha.

racter of the written materials obtained by the author; and the ne-

cessity of supplying many links in the chain of events from circum.

Htantial evidence and the unwritten records of Indian diplomacy ;

-5v
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all combined to render thr matters to be ohicidiiwd, nxcecdin>;ly

complicated, intricate, and didicult of clear explanation. Uul tun-
gled as was the web, tlio author has endeavoured to unriivcl the
materials, and weave them into a narrative of consistcncv and truth,
'i'he result of these Jalwurs is embodied in the second part of the
present work

; and unless the author has over-estimated both tho in-

terest and the importance of this portion of American history, the
contribution now made will be most acceptable to the reader.

In addition to the matters here indicated, a pretty full account of
the life of Brant, after the close of the Indian wars, is given, by no
means barren either of incident or anecdote; and tii'> whole is con-
eluded by some interesting particulars respecting the fanuly «f tiie

chief, giving their personal history down to tho preser day.
It may possibly bo objected by some—those especiall who are apt

to form opinions without much reflection—that the auhor has in-
dulgcd rather liberally, not only in the use of public h, oches and
documents, but also in the tianscription of private lettei To this
ho would reply, that in his view, his course in that respet- odds es.
sentially to the value of the work; and had it not l)een for the un-
expected size tc which the volumes haveattaincd, those qi otations
would have been made with still greater freedom. For instance, in
regard to the interesting proceedings at the last Grand Co. ncil of
the Six Nations held in Albany, it was the original intention of the
author, long as they are, to insert them in the text; and soti e mat
ter was at first arranged. The ancient Council Fire of the 8 x Na
t.ons was always kept burning at Onondaga, tho central nai m of
the confederacy. But from the time of the alliance between tl Six
Nations and the English, the fires of the united councils of the two
powers were kindled at Albany. There, according to the Jr. ian
hgure of speech, the big tree was planted, to which the cliai ol
friendship was made fast. But with the close of the Great Cou -i)
bold there in the summer of 1775, that fire, which had so long b. ^n
burnmg, was extinguished. It was the last Indian congress ever
/>eld at the ancient Dutch capital. It took place at a most import,
ant crisis, and its proceedings were both of an important and an
mterest.ng character. Nor, until now, have those proceedings ever
oeen published entire. Indeed, it is believed that no part of then-
^as ever m print, until very recently a portion of the manuscript
was dis^^overed, and inserted in that invaluable collection, the papers
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. That manuscript, however,
was very defective and incomp'.io. a, !iance alone has enabled
the author to supply the deficiency. It happened, during one of his



.Tj-'aBTf*

XXVl INTRODUCTION.

Ki

visits to the office of the Secretary of State last year, in search oi

documents, that he discovered, among some ancient, loose, and ne-
glected papers, several sheets of Indian treaty proceedings, which
were of themselves very imperfect. Supposing, however, that they
might possibly be of use at some time, he caused them to be tran-
scribed. Most luckily, on examining them in connexion with the
publication of the Massachusetts col!ection,.they were found exactly
to supply the deficiencies of the latter. The result is, that the pa-
pers appear now for the first time entire ; a portion of them, how.
ever, from their great length, having been transferred to the Appen-
dix.

In regard to the use of speeches and letters, moreover, the author,

after much consideration, has adopted the plan, as far as possible,

allowing the actors in the scenes described to tell their own stories.

This is a method of historical, and especially of biographical, writing,

which is coming more into favour than formerly. Marshall adopts it

to a considerable extent, and very eflectively, in the Life of Washing.
ton. The instructive and admirable life of that noblest ofEngland's

naval warriors. Lord Collingwood, was constructed upon this plan.

So, also, with Moore's Life of Byron. Taylor's Life ofCowper, one of

the most useful as well as interesting lives that have been written of

that most melancholy and yet most delightful of English bards, is com.
posed almost entirely from the poet's own correspondence. Lock-
hart's captivating Memoirs of the peerless Scott, now in course o*

Dublication, have been constructed upon the basis of the mighty
minstrel's own letters. And it is upon the same principle that the

author has quoted so largely from the letters and speeches of Joseph

Brant, and several of his distinguished correspondents ; among whom,
the reader who has only heard of « the monster Brant" as a savage
once leading the Mohawks abroad upon scalping parties, will proba
bly be surprised to learn, were numbered many gentlemen of rank
and standing in Church and State, both in England and America.
An able English writer* has recently opened a very interesting

discussion, upon the great advantages of thus using letters and ma
nuscripts in the composition of history. Speaking of the maxim tlia

'

« history is philosophy teaching by example," he remarks :—» Ir

morals, all depends upon circumstances. An example, whether rea.

or fictitious, can teach us nothing, if it contains only dry facts.

The mischief of a great many histories, and those of no mean ac-
count, is, that they are quite contented with giving an agreeable

* London duarterly Review, No. cxvi.-

Lettora, Manuscripts, and State Panera.

-Art. on Upcott's Collection of Original
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narration of naked facts, from which wo can gather nothing beyond
the facts themselves. To the chronicler, the murder of Thouias A'
Becket is the murder of Becket, and it is nothing more. To what
quarter, then, are we to look for the magic by which we may make
the dry bones live again ? We answer, unhesitatingly, to the letters

of the day, if there be any. We say so, not because they will con-
tain any elaborate description of the feelings, or exposd of the views,
of the age to which they belong, but because they must be written,
to a great extent, in the spirit of the age in which their writers lived.
'I'he events of the day—the writers' feelings toward their neighbours,
and their neighbours' feelings toward them—their comments on the
ordinary course of things around them ; these are i)recious records
for all who wish to study mankind and morals in history ; for these
things, and these alone, can enable us fully to appreciate the tem
per and spirit in which the acts commemorated in history were done.
* * * * It is very true that some historians profess to use letters,
and that some have actually used them in a small degree ; but, con-
sidering their great value, they have never been used as they de.
served

;
and, in very many cases, their existence seems to be hardly

known to historians themselves." It is in accordance with these
views, that letters and speeches have been so copiously used in the
present work

; although it is not supposed that the correspondence
of' a burly chieftain of the forest, or the bluff partisan officers of a
wilderness border, can in any respect be compared with Cowper's
polished models of epistolary writing, or with those of Scott or
Byron, or those of Lady Mary Wortley Montague, of Peter of Blois
or John of Salisbury. They are nevertheless valuable in themselves,
l)oth as historical records and as illustrations of character. Of
the speeches, and sketches of speeches, embodied in this work, to-
gether with the narratives given of the occasions which called them
forth, it maybe added that they are all memorials of a people,—once
a noble race—numerous and powerful—now fast disappearing from
the face of the earth—a beautiful portion of the earth—once their
own

! These memorials it was one of the chief purposes of the au.
thor to gather up and preserve.

Tlie plan of the work, especially of the first and larger portion of
It, may perhaps in some respects disappoint the reader, though, it ia
hoped, not unfavoura biy. It has been the object of the author to ren-
der It not only a local, but, to a certain extent, a brief general his.
t<.ry of the War of the Revolution. Thus, while it is a particular
lu^tory, ample in its details, of the belligerent events occurrin.. at
the west of Albany, the author has from time to timP infr^d".^^

mi
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brinf sketches of oontemporanoous events occurring in other parts of

the country. By this means, bird's-eye glimpses have been present.

ed, f(ir the most part in tlie proper order of time, of all the principal

military operations of the wiiole contest. In order,- moreover, to

the better understanding of the incipient revolutionary movements
in the Mohawk country, (then Tryon County,) a rapid view is given

of the same description of movements elsewhere. The proceedings

of that county were, of course, connected with, and dependent upon,

those ofNew England, especially of Boston—the head, and heart, and
soul of the rebellion, in its origin and its earlier stages. Hence a

summary review of the measures directly, though by degrees, lead-

ing to the revolt of the Colonies, has not been deemed ?uS of place,

in its proper chronological position. And as all the Jridian history

of the Revolutionary war at the north, the west, and the south, has

been written out in full, by the incidental sketches of other events

and campaigns marking the contest, the work may be considered in

the three-fold view of local, general, and biographical ; the whole

somewhat relieved, from time to time, if not enlivened, by individual

narratives—tales of captivity and suffering—of daring adventures

and bold exploits.

Several weeks after the preceding pages had been stereotyped,

but before any considerable progress had been made in printing the

body of the work, the author was so fortunate as to obtain a large

accession of valuable materials from General Pkter Gansevoort,
of Albany, embracing the extensive correspondence of his father,

the late General Gansevoort, better known in history as " the hero

of FortStanwix." These papers, embracing those captured by him
from the British General St. Leger, have been found of great im-

portance in tbo progress of the work, and will add materially to its

completeness and its value.

A few words respecting the embellishments of these volumes. The
frontispiece of each volume presents an elegantly engraved portrait

of the brave and wary Mohawk, who forms the principal biograpiii.

cal figure of the work, taken at different periods of his life. The
Chief sat for his picture several times in England; once, at the re-

quest of Boswell, in 1778, but to what artist is not mentioned.

He likewise sat, during the same visit, to the celebrated portrait and
historical painter, George Romney, for the Earl of Warwick. He
was again painted in England, in 1786, for the Duke of Northumber-
land ; and a fourth time, during the same visit, in order to present

his likeness in miniature to his eldest daughter. His last sitting

was to the late Mr. Ezra Ames of Albany, at the request of the

.'0
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late James Caldwell, Esq. of that city. This was about the year
1805, and the likeness is pronounced the best ever taken of Captain
Brant. The author's valued friend Catlin has made a very faith-
ful copy of this portrait, which has been beautifully engraved by
Mr. A. Dick, a well-known and skilful artist of New-York.
This picture, as latest in the order of time, will be found at the head
of the second volume. The inscription of this plate is a fac
simile of the old chief's signature, from a letter written by him to
the Duke of Northumberland not long before his death. The au
thor has another picture of the elder Brant, of which he may be
pardoned for giving some account. Being at Catskill, in the Sum-
mer of 1833, the author discovered, in the possession of his friend,
Mr. Van Behgkn, some odd volumes of the London Magazine of
1776, in one of which he accidentally found an engraving of Brant,
from the portrait taken for Boswell, in the gala costume of the
Chief as he appeared at Court. The coun'-nance of this picture,
however, was dull, and comparatively unmeaning. On his visit to
Upper Canada, in September, 1836, the chieftain's daughter, Mrs.
Kerr, showed him a head of her father in a gold locket, which was
full of character and energy—with an eye like the eagle's. Having
procured this locket, and placed it, together with the engraving referred
to, in the hands of Mr. N. Rogers, that eminent artist has produced
a very spirited and beautiful picture, which was painted expressly
to be engraved for this work. Before it was placed in the hands of tbi
artist, however, Mr. Chapman, an artist of New-York, returning
from a visit to England, brought with him a superb print of Brant,
taken from the Earl of Warwick's picture by Romney. As this print
not only presents more of the figure of the chief than either of the
others, and possesses withal more character and spirit, it has been
adopted for the work in lieu of that painted by Mr. Rogers. The
engraving has also been well executed by Dick, and stands in
front of the first volume. The picture by Callin is the war-chief of
the forest in the full maturity of years. The other is the Indian cour-
tier in London. This first volume also contains a finely engraved
portrait of General Gansevoort, by Prudhomme, from a portrait by
Stuart. It is a fine specimen of the gentleman of the Revolutiona.
ry era.

But these are not all the pictorial illustrations. In the completion
of the life of Brant, it has been deemed proper to add some account
of his family subsequent to his decease. The law of oflicial inherit,
ance among the Six Nations will be found peculiar to that people,
the descent being through the female line. Joseph Brant was him-
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self the principal War-chier of the Six Nations; and his thiwl wife,
who at liis decease was left a young widow, was, in her own right,
the representative of the sovereignty of tlie Confederacy, in whom
alone was vested the power of naming, from among her own children,
or, in default of a cliiid of her own, from the next of kin, a principal
civil and military chief. On the death of her husband, therefore,
she selected as his successor her youngest son, John Brant, then a
lad of seven years old. He grew up a noble fellow, both in courage
and character, as the reader will ascertain before he closes the se-
cond volume. During the author's visit to the Brant House in
Upper Canada, he saw a portrait of the young chief, then recently
deceased, which, though painted by a country artist, and, as a wiiole,
a very bad picture, was nevertheless pronounced by Mr. and Mrs.
Kerr to be very correct, so far as the figure and likeness were con-
cerned. Obtaining this portrait from Canada last Autumn, it was
placed in the hands of Mr. Hoxii:, who has produced the excellent
picture which has been well engraved by Mr. Pakker, and will be
found in the second volume. As the young chief went first upcn
the war-path in the Niagara campaigns of 1812—15, the idea of
embodying a section of the great cataract in the back-ground of the
picture was exceedingly appropriate.

As the name of the celebrated Red Jacket appears frequently in
the second volume, a likeness of him ha^ been added, from a paint-
ing by Weir, beautifully engraved by Hatch. In addition to all
which is the finely engraved title-page, designed, engraved, and
presented to the author, by his estimable friend Mr. A. Rawdon.

In addition to these illustrations, anothr r has been added, the
character of which is striking and its history curious. It is the
sketch of a scene at a conference with the Indians at Buffalo Creek,
in the year 1793, held by Beverley Randolph, General Benjamin
Lincoln, and Colonel Timothy Pickering, in the presence of a num.
ber of the British officers then stationed upon that frontier. Messrs.
Randolph, Lincoln, and Pickering were on a pacific mission, ac-
companied, at the request of the Indians, by a number of Quakers.
The sketch of that conference was drawn by a British officer, Col.
Pilkington, and taken to Europe. In 1819 it was presented to an
American gentleman of the name of Henry, at Gibraltar, and by
him given to the Massachusetts Historical Society. The sketch
is drawn with the taste and science of a master of the art; the
grouping is fine, and the likenesses are excellent. As the history ot
the mission of those gentleman forms an interesting chaptor in the

a
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present work, this sketch has been deemed an appropriate accompa
niment.

In addition to the acknowledgments already made in the preced.
ing pages, the author is under obligations, to a greater or less ex.
tent, to many other individuals, for hints, suggestions, and tlie col.
lection of materials. Among these he takes pleasure in naming the
Hon. Lewis Cass, late Secretary of War, and now Envoy Extraor
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near the Court of St. Cloud

,

General Dix, Secretary of the State of New-York, and Mr. Archi-'
BALD Campbell, his deputy; General Morgan Lewis; Major
James Cochran, of Oswego, and also his Lady, who was the yountr.
est daughter of General Schuyler ; Major William Popham, who
was an aid-de-camp to General James Clinton ; Samuel S. Lijsii,
Esq., and S. De Witt Bloodgood, Esq. of Albany ; James 1). Be.'
MIS, Esq. of Canandaigua; Lauren Ford and George H. Feeter
Esquires, of Little Falls; Giles F. Yates, Esq. of Schenectady;'
William Forsvtii, Esq. of Quebec; and the Rev. Mr. Lape,
formerly of Johnstown, and now of Athens, N. Y.
With these preliminary explanations, the work is committed to the

public, in the belief that, although it might, of course, have been
better executed by an abler hand with a mind less distracted by
other pressing and important duties, it will, nevertheless, be found a
substantial addition to the stock of American history.

WILLIAM L. STONE
New. York, March, 1838.
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JOSEPH BRANT—THAYENDANEGEA, &c.

CHAPTER I.

Birth and parentage—Discussion of the doubts cast upon his origin—Visit of Mo-
hawk chiefs to aueen Anne—Evidence of Brant's descent from one of those—
Digression from the main subject, and Extracts from the private and ollicial jour-
nals of Sir William Johnson—Connexion between Sir William and the family ofBrant—Incidental references to the old French war—Illustrations of Indian pro-
ceedings, speetlies, &c,-Braft'8 parentags satisfactorily established—Takes
the field in the Campaign of Lake George ( 1755.)—Is en^ac^eil at the connnest
pfxNiagara(1759.)-E&rtsof Sir William Johnson to civirfelnlns-^r^^^^^^^
IS sent, with other Indian youths, to the Moor ChaHty School, at Lebanon—Leaves
school—Anecdote—Is engaged on public business by Sir WiUinm—As an Inter-
pretcr for the Missionaries—Again takes the field, in the wars acainst Pontiau—
Intended massacre at Detroit—Ultimate overthrow of Pontiac—l^irst marriage oflirant—Entertains the Missionaries—Again employed on public biisiness—Dlath
of his wife—Engages with Mr. Stewart in translating the Scriptures—Marries
again—Has serious religious impressions—Selects a bosom friend and confidant,
after the Indian custom-Death of his friend—His grief, and refusal to choose
another friend.

Thk birth and parentage of Joseph Brant, or, more cor-
rectly, ofThaykndanegka—for such was his real name—have
been involved in uncertainty, by the conflicting accounts that
have been published concerning him. 'Die Indians have no
herald's college in which tlie lineage of their great men can be
traced, or parish registers of marriages and births, by which a
son can ascertain his paternity. Ancestral glory and shame
are therefore only reflected darkly through the dim twilight o(
tradition. By some authors, Thayendanegea lias been CJilIed
a half-breed. By others he has been pronounced a Sliawanese
by parentage, and only a Mohawk by adoption. Some histo-
rians have spoken of him as a son of Sir William Johnson ;*

• Several authors have suggested that Brant was the son of the Baronet. Drake
in nis useful compilation, "The Book of the Indians," slates that he had been so
informed by no less an authority than Jared Sparks. D.^ike hunself calls him an
Onondaga of the Mohawk Tribe ! The signification of the name Thayendanegea,
cannot be well expressed in English. The meaning of the word is, two-aticks.
eJ-wood.hound.together, denoting strength.

11! I
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» LIFE OF BRANT. [1742

while others cagain have allowed him the honour of Mohawk
blood, but denied that he was descended from a chief.

Nearly twenty years ago, a brief account of the life and cha-
racter of this remarkable man was published in the Christian
Recorder, at Kingston, in the province of Upper Canada, in
that memoir it was stated that Thayendanegea was horn on the
banks of the Ohio, whither his parents had emigrated from the
valley of the Mohawk, and where they are said to have
sojourned several years. " His mother at length returned with
" two children—Mary, who lived with Si. William Johnson, and
"Joseph, the subject of this memoir. Nothing was known of
" Brant's father among the Mohawks. Soon after the return of
"this family to Canajohario, the mother married a respectable
"Indian called Carrihogo, or News-,Carrier, whose Christian
"name was Barnet or Bernard

;
but, by way of contraction, he

« went by the name of Brant." Hence it is argued that the lad,

who was in future to become not only a distinguished war-chief,
but a statesman, and the associate of the chivalry and nobility
of England, having tlms been introduced into the family of that
name, was first known by the distinctive appellation of
"Brant's Joseph;' and in process of time, by inversion, " Jo-
SlCI'Il BllANT."*

There is an approximation to the truth in this relation, and
it is in part sustained by the existing family tradition. The
facts are these : the Six Nations had carried their arms far to

the west and south, and the whole country south of the lakes
was claimed by them, to a certain extent of supervisory juris,

diction, by the right of conquest. To the Ohio and Sandusky
country they asserted a stronger and more peremptory claim,
extending to the right of soil—at least on the lake shore as far

OS Presipie Isle. From their a.ssociations in that country, it

had become usual among the Six Nations, especially the Mo-
hawks, to make temporary removals to the west durino- the
hunting seasons, and one or more of tiiose families would fre-

* Christiun R.^gistcr, I81D, Vol. I. No. 3, publisheo »-. Kinsston, (U. C.) and
edited by the Rev. Doctor, now the Honourablo and Venerable Arebdeiicoii Strachnn,
of Toront... The sketches relVrrod to were written by Dr. Strnchan, upon infor-

mation received by him many years before, from the Rev. Dr. Stewart, formerly a
missionary in the Moiiawk Valley, and father of tiie present Archdeacon Stewart
of Kinoston.
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qntiiitly retrj-'In abroad, among the Miamis, the Hurons, or
VVyandots, for a longer or shorter period, a-s they chose. One
of the consequences of this intercommunication, was the nu-
merous family alliances existing between the Six Nations and
others at the west—the Wyandots, in particular.

It was while his parents were abroad upon one of those
hunting excursions, that Thayendanegea was born, in the year
1742, on the banks of the Ohio. The home of his family was
at the Canajoharie Castle—the central of the three Castles of
the Mohawks, in their native valley. His father's name was
Tehowaghwengaraghkwm, a full-blooded Mohawk of the Wolf
Tribe.* Thayendanegea was very young when his father
died. His mother married a second time to a Mohawk ; and
the family tradition at present, is, that the name of Brant was
acquired in the manner assumed by the publication already
cited. There is reason to doubt the accuracy of this tradition,
however, since it is oelieved ihat there was an Indian family,
of some consequence and extent, bearing the English name of
Brant. Indeed, from the extracts presently to be introduced
from, the recently discovered manuscripts of Sir William John-
son, it may be questioned whether Tehowaghwengaraghkwin,
and an old chief, called by Sir William sometimes Brant, and
at others Nickus Brant, were not orje and the same person.
The denial that he was a born chief, is likewise believed to

be incorrect. It is very true, that among the Six Nations,
chieftamship was not necessarily obtained by inheritance. But
in regard to Thayendanegea, there is no doubt that he was of
noble blood. The London Magazine for July, 1776, contains
a sketch of him, probably furnished by Boswell, with whom he
was intimate during his first visit to England in 1775_'70.
In that account it is affirmed as a fact without question, that
he was the grandson of one of the five sachems who visited
England, and excited so much attention in the British capital,
in 1710, during the reign of Queen Anne. Of those chiefs'
two were of the Muhhekaneew, or River Indians, and three
Each of the original Five Nations was divided into three tribes-the Tortoiso

the Bear, and the Wolf. The subject of the present memoir was of tho latter Ac^'
cordmgto Dav.1 Cusick, a Tuscarora, who has written a tract respocti,.. tho history
of the ancient Five Nations, the laws of the confederation re.pnred that the Ononda
Sas should p-ovide the King, and tho Mohawks the War-Chief.

Hi
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* LIFE OP BRANl [1742.

were Mohawks—one of whom wns chief of the Cannjoharie
chin.* Thayendunegea was of the latter clan

; and as there is

reason to believe that his father was a sacfieni, there can be
little doubt of the correctness of the London publication, in
claiming for him direct descent from the Cannjoharie chief who
visited the British court at the time above mentioned. But
tJiere is other evidence to sustain the assumption. In the Life
of the first President Wlieelcck, by the Rev. Messrs. M<Clure
and Parisli, it is asserted that the father of Jcseph Brant " was
" sachem of the Mohawks, after the death of the famous King
" Hendrick." The intimacy for a U-ng time existing between
the family of Brant and the Whee'ocks, father and sons, ren-
ders this authority, in the absence of unwritten testimony still

more authentic, very good
; and as Hendrick fell in 1755, when

Thayendanegea was thirteen years of age, the tradition of the
early death of his father, and his consequent assumption of a
new name, is essentially weakened. Mrs. Grant, of Laggan,
who in early life was a resident of Albany, and intimately ac:

quainted with the domestic relations of Sir William Jolmson^
speaks of the sister of young Thayendanegea, who was inti

mately associated in the family of the Baronet, as "the (laugh-
ter of a sachem." t

In the manuscript diary of Sir Wilhum Johnson, just referred
to, and of which more particular mention has been made in the
Introduction, the Baronet often had occai;ion to speak of Brant,
of Canajoharie. Sometimes he was called " Nickus Brant "

• Those five sacliems, or Indian kings, as thoy were called, were taken to Eng
land by Colonel Selniylor. Tlieir arrival in London created a great sensation, not
only in the ca[)ital, but tliroui^hout the kingdom. The populace followed them
wherever they went. The Court was at that time in mourning for the death of the
Prince of Denmark, and the chiefs were dressed in black under-clothi's, after the En-
glish manner

;
but, instead of a blanket, they had each a scarlet-ingrain cloth man-

tie, edged with gold, thrown over all their other clothes. This dress was directed by
the dressers of the play-house, and given by the Uueen. A more than ordinary so-
lemnity attende.-^ "^e audience they had of her Majesty. They were conducted to
St. James's in two coaches by Sir Charles Cotterel, and introduced to the royal pre-
sence by the Duke of Shrewsbury, then Lord Chamberlain. [Smith's History.]
Oldmixon has preserved the speech delivered by them on the occasion, and several
historians record the visit Sir Richard Steele mentions these chiefs in the Taller of
May 13, 1710. They were also made the subject of a number of the Spectator, bj
A<ldison.

t "Memoirs of an American Lady," chap. %xx\x.

II! fit
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SIR W. .lOHNdO.N's DIARY1742.]

and at others Aro<j[liyad(tgha-\m\. most livquently "Old
Nickus," or '• Old Brant." As tlit... private journals of Sir
William have never seen the light, and are curious in them-

.
wilves, a tew extract.s will probably not be luuiccefjtable to :ho
re:ider-serviug, a.s they will, not ouly to illustrate the prcseut
lii.-tory, but also the character of the intercourse and relations
evistiug between the !-:.iglish and the Indians, under the ad-
ministration of the India'i department by that distiutruished

(.nicer. A more just idea r.f the character and iuiportance of
the chieftain's family, may likewise be derived from a perusal
ot the extracts proposed to be given, exhibiting, as they do,
st.mething of t!M intercourse maiutaiued between the families
o( the white and the red warriors.

It must bo borne in mind, that the diary to which wo are
referring, was written in the years 1757, '58, and '59—in the
midst of the old French war, ending by the coiaiuest of Canada,
m 1703. An expedition against that colony, under the con-
uuct of Lord I,oudoun, projected early in the'lbnner year, had
been abandoned in consequence of his Lordshi|)'s inability to
bi ing a sufficient number of troops into the field, to meet the
heavy reinforcements sent over that y<!ar froui France. Mean-
time the Marquis de Montcalm, with an army of 9000 men, had
advanced through Lake George, and carried Fort William
Henry—the siege of which was followed by a frightful massa-
cre—and was then threatening Fort Edward and the settle-
ments on the Hudson

; while at the west, the French, with
their Indian allies, were continually threatening an invasion by

I

the way of Oswego
;
and by their scouts and scalping parties,

were vexing the German settlements on the Upper Moliawk'
and continually harassing tho Six Nations—or Iroquois—ever
the objects of French hostility. In this state of things, it

required the utmost activity on the part of Sir William John-
son, his officers and Indian allies, to keep themselves well in
formed as to the actual or intended movements of their subtle
enemies. There was therefore constant employment, until the
close of the year, for Indian scouts and messengers, throughoui
the whole wilderness country from Luke Chainplain to Niiro-ara
and Fort I)u Quesne, on the Ohio. With this explanation we
proceed to the diary :

m
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III

" 1757.—Nov. 4. Canafliorlin, alias Nickus firaiit's son, who
was ill quest aller Do Coiiajrno as far ;is Oneida, came iic-re

(F'ort Joliiison), and said lie inquired what news was stiniiiy

among tiio Uneidas. One of the saciiciiis told him the same
piece of news Ojraghte brought some days since, about the

French intending to stop the powder from the Six Nations. -

building a fort near Cheniiessio, (fee—that it made a great
noise among the nations, and gave them uneasiness

; where-
fore they were assembling often at Cficnnessio, and keeping
(holding) often great councils among themselves how to act in

tiiis alfair of last moment. He furtiier was told at Oneida, that
but two days ago the Six Nations received a message from the
Twightwecs (Miamies), letting their brethren of the Six Nations
know that they had heard of the insolent attempt of the French,
of destroying the Six Nations; and that after the many provo-
cations the French gave them, in stirring them up to war
against the English, &,c. they were now resolved to turn the
hatchet against the French; and resolved to pass the Six Na-
tions' country in their way to war. They expected not to be
delayed, but to be immediately joined by the warriors of the
Six Nations, and to proceed toward Canada. He also said he
heard the foreign (distant) nations complain very much Ibr

want of trade witli the English
; and Tahaddy, a Chenundidie

chief, said that he was stopped by the French to sell his fur at

Cataraghqui, and that he got not the half quantity of goods
that he could (have) got from the English, and that he intended
to keep his furs for the future, and in the Sprino- to u-o with
them to Albar ^ and at the same time to intercede with Sir
William in behalf of all the western nations, to grant them a
trade again—and further Canadiorha said not."

In the next extract it will be seen that Sir William speaks ot

Brant as a " sachem." Of course it could be none other than
the elder, or " Old Brant," at the time ; as Joseph was not

then more than sixteen years old.

" 17oS—April loth. Sir William set out for Canajoharie.

and took with him Captains Johnson,* Fonda, and Jacobus

Guy Johnson, his son-in-Uw.

1749.J

Clemci

that cu

" A/j

and Pa

out oft

with til

croinbit

wliat p;

had hac

Prep;

vigoroii

cccded

deroga,

Moiitreu

correspc

a view ci

York fr<

invade t

Stanwix

toward t

of the M
ing men,

the whol

been outi

been kill

ordered i

William
:

enemy—

:

carrying

^ Meanti

nieans uti

Nations fi

had their

and a var

hawks to

these circi

noted in Y

* Thia ent

who was his



11742.

tit's son, who
a, ciiiii'i licru

v/iis stiriiii;^

lirn tiiu Millie

D, uboiif. tlio

: Nations.

-

iiado a <,'ioat

less ; wliere-

iiid koopinij

low to act in

Oneida, tliut

'ifje iVoni the

I Six Nations

the French,

nany provo-

up to war

to turn the

the Six Na-

cd not to bo

"riors of the

also said he

ry much for

/henundidie

ill his lur at

ity of ^oods

he intended

to go with

le with Sir

•ant them a

ni sfipaks ot

: other than

ill was not

'anajohnrie,

id Jacobus

1749.J srn WM. jonxaoN's diary.

Clement, in order to settle some matters with the Indians of
that castle. Ht; arrived that niflit.*

" April mil. Ho delivcTid a strinjr of wampum to Brant
and Paiilus, two sachems, desirin,<r ihein to call all their people
out of the woods to attend a nieetino- l-u proposed the next day
with them, at which he should let them know Ceneral Abcr-
ci-onibie's pleasure, and his own inclination and advice-also
what i^assed between him and the several nations, who of late
had had several meetings with him."

Preparations were now making for a more formidable and
vigorous campaign, under General Abercrombie, who had suc-
ceeded Lord Loudoun. His object was an attack upon Ticon-
deroga, and, if successful, a dciscent upon Crown Point and
Montreal. The French in Canada were of course making
corresponding exertions to rflpel the expected invasion With
a view of creating a diversion, by annoying the colony of New-\ork from another quarter, they were said to be preparin^r tomvade the Mohawk Valley, by the way of Oswego Ld fori
Stanwix A party of their Indians had made a UM irruption,
toward he close of April, upon IJurnetstield, on the south side
of the Mohawk, and destroyed the entire settl.mient-massacre-mg men women, and children-tliirty-three in number-bemcr
he whole population save two persons. There had likewisebeen outrages at the German Flatts, where several Indian ladbeen killed by the inhabitants. The militia were pr^mptlvordered into the field, to rendezvous at Canajoharie, wlfithSWilham repaired on the 4th of May, to lead them ao-ainst theenemy-reported on the same day to be in ibrce afZl^^tcnrrymg place (Fort Stanwix.) ^

Meantime it was well known that the French had left nonieaus untried to seduce the five westernmost tribes Ft f4Na ions from their allegiance to the English. They had hn^u.d their Jesuit priests among the Oneidas. Onond'a 'as 71and a variety of circumstances had occurred to induced ^ Mo'hawks to distrust their brethren of the other tribT Uiilr"

nSinl-rr;^'^^
""'''-—^^^emvitat^S:

who was hia private eecretaty.
" "'' ''"^ "^

" '=^"'"" " P- W.»
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" April iih. Sir William havins^ had an iiivitalion from
the Six Nations to attend a grand meeting to be lield at Ojiom-
daga within a iew days hence, where he intends to proceed, in

case the last alarm should prove groundless."

The Baronet arrived at Canajoharie in the evening, and at-

tended a dance of the young warriors, iiaving the scalp of oiu'

of the hostile Indians engaged in the recent irruption, who liid

been killed at the German Flatts. He is thus spoken of in the

diary—in the hand-writing of Sir William's secretary.

'' The body of Otqueandageghte, an Onondaga warriur, who
lived for some years at 'Swegachy, and formerly a mate of Sir

William's, was found. His name was ens'raved on the handle

(of his knife), and how often he had been to wa:, together with

this inscription—' Otqueandageghte le Camera de Jennson.' "

Sir William was highly respected by tho Six Nations, and
by Jie Mohawks in particular was greatly neloved. This af-

fection was not only manifested by their actions, but often in

their speeches, at their councils, and in thei>- concern for his

welfare when sick, and for his safety when in the field.* Such
being their leelings toward the Baronet, they were rehictant,

under existing circumstances, to allow liiin to place himself in

the power of the Indians about to assemble at the Great Coun-
cil Fire at Onondaga. They were likewise apprehensive that

he might incur danger from some of the scalping parties of the

French. These explanations will render the following extracts

from the diary intelligible :

—

" May 5th. Sir William having no further accounts of the

enemy's appearance, sent a scout of two Moliiiwks, two C^ana-

joharies, and a white man, to go as far as Wood Creek and the

Oneida Lake, in order to obtain the certainty of tlie alarm.

* To this point, at the close of a council, Sir William s-ays—" When 1 diaiik to

them at parting, they in return drank my health, and thanked God I had rccim red

my late illness. They then all said that it was happy I did not die then ; for, snid

they, ' had you died, we and tho English would get by the ears very scon, we see
;

and we fear it will be the case when you die or leave us.' " Again, at another coun-

cil the chiefs commenced their speech :

—

"Brother, We arc extremely glad to sec you so well recovered of your late very

dangerous illness, and thank tho Great Spirit above for it. Had you been taken
Bway from us that time, our case would have been melancholy, and our situation

extremely precarious. It will be so, we fear, whenever wo lose you."

Diary. Jan. 14—19, 1758.
.^.:sm
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.jm

About r.oon all the women of the chief men of this castle met
at Sir l^ ilham's lodging, and brought with them several of the
sachems, who acquainted Sir William mat they had something
to say to hnu m the name of their chief women.''

" Old Nickus (Brant) being appointed speaker, opened his dis-
course with condoling with Sir William for the losses his peo-
ple had sustained, and then proceeded :—

"liiioTiiER, we understand you intend to go to a meeting to
Onondaga

;
we can't help speaking with this belt of wampum to

you and giving our sentiments on your intended journey.
Ill the first place we think it quite contrary to the customs ofany Governors or Superintendent of Indian affairs being called

Onondnga upon public business, as the council fire which
burns there serves only for private consultations of the con-
ederacy; and when matters are concluded and resolved upon
there, the confederacy are to set out for the great fire place
wh.cn ,s at your house, and there deliver their conclusion
lu he next place we are almost convinced that the invitation
IS Illegal, and not agreed upon or desired by the confederacy
but only the Oneidas-which gives us the more reason to be
uneasy abo.it your going, as it looks very suspicious. Did not
they tell you, when they invited you, the road of friendship was
clear, and every obstacle removed that was in before '? Thev
scarce uttered it, and the cruelties were committed at the Gei-man Hatts, where the remainder of our poor brethren were
butchered by the enemy's Indians. Is this a clear road of peace

"v :;;;:;' , Tf' "^^^-^ '^ ^^^-^^^^ to wade aKway in the blood of the poor innocent men, women, and chil-dren who were murdered after beincr taken 1

roun^"'T.''''
\'^''' ^'^' '^ ^"""^"P""^' ^"•^' »he women, sur-round and hang about you like Httle children, who are c yinc

c.t then- parents' going from them, for fear of their never return!n.gugam to give them suck; and we earnestly beg you will
g. ve ear to our request, and desist from your journey? We fiatter ourselves you will look upon this our speech, and take thesame notice of it as all our men do, who, when th.y a e d-dr,.ssed by the women, and desired to desist from any rash en-
terprise, they immediately give way, when, before, every i,ody
else tried to dissuade them fi-om it, and could not prevail."

Gave the Belt.
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" Cauajoharie, May 7th. This ufternoon Sir William had
a meeting with the chief women of this castle, and returned
them thanks ibr their condolence of the Mx instant, At the
same time ho condoled with them for the loss of one of the tribe
of the Hear, that belonged to the chief of that tribe, with u
Stroud blanket, a shirt, and stockings."

.,o- -„rn-
A string- of Wamputn.

Sir Wilham told them that he would answer ilieir speech
concerning his journey, when the messengers who had gone
to Oneida came back. He also made private presents to a few
of the head women of each tribe, with a blanket and shirt
each."

"Maij 10th. This afternoon Sir William returned his an
swer to the speech of the chief women of this castle, made to
him on the 5th instant, which is as follows :—
"Dyattkgo, your tender and affectionate speech, made some

days ago, I have considered, and thereupon have dispatched
messengers to Oneida, in order to inquire how things stand
there after what happen.ed at the German Flatts, and whether
my presence at the meeting would be still necessary. These
messengers are returned, and I find by them that the sachems
of Oneida likewise disapprove my proceeding .1!^y farther, for
sundry reasons they give in their reply. Wherefore I shall
comply with your request to return, and heartily thank you for
the great tenderness and love expressed forme in your speech."

^
Returned their Belt.

The next entry in which the name of Nickus Brant occurs
IS under date of November 18th, 1758-in which he is called
the chief sachem of Canajoharie. He must also have been a
man of trust and consequence, as he had then just returned
from an important mission to a great Indian council in Penn-
sylvania.

"Fort Johnson, Nov. 18, 1758. Nickus, chief sachem of Ca-
najoharie, arrived from the meeting at Easton, and in the pre-
sence of the Belt, a Seneca chief, several more of said nation,
the Red Head, and some more Onnndagoes, showed me all the
belts which passed between the Governors of Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, and the several nations of Indians there assembled^
with the purport of them, which I need not insert here."
An important land negotiation had taken place at the coun-

L I
mm'
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cil at Kuston, by which the agents of Penn had agreed to re-
lease to the Six Nations, certain territories purchased of them
at Albany in 1754—but which sale gave dissatisfaction to the
tribes. Nickus desired Sir William to communicate this infor-
mation to the Indians, on their return from hunting; and Sir
William enjoined it upon Nickus to put an end to^the irregu-
larities of his tribe, and the mis-hief they were doing to the
properly; as "such barbarism must be productive of v«!ry fatal
consequences."

The Diary says :—"Ho told me it was with tlie utmost con-
cern he had heard what I had told him, and assured me he
would endeavrour all in his power to restrain them, and try to
hnng them to proper order

; but doubted of success while there
was su^i a flood of rum in the country, which alone occa-
sioned them to commit such irregularities, and which if not
prevented, must inevitably destroy them all in a little time'"
On the 18th of January, 1 759, Sir William held a conference

at Canajohane Castle with the Mohawk and Seneca chiefs
After condoling with them for their losses by sickness, with
three strings of wampum, and for their losses by the war with
a like number of strings, he addressed them as follows :—
"liRF.THREN OF THE TWO MoHAWK CaSTLES AND SeNF-

CAs
:

I take the first opportunity of acquainting you that His
Majesty has been pleased to appoint Lieutenant General Am-
herst, Commander in Chief of all his forces in North Americam the room of Lieutenant General Abercrombie, who is called
home. Also that the General has, by letter, desired I would
use my utmost endeavours to get as great a number of our
brethren, the Six Nations, to join him early next Sprin<. a-^ainst
our con.mon enemy, as I possibly can. This I shall endeavour
u) do and would be glad of your advice and assistance thereinwinch by this belt of wampum I desire you, as our sti.dv
friends, will afford me. ^ ' °"'^^^^»^y

A Belt.
" Brethren

: As you are all acquainted with the late crueland unprecedented murder of John M'Michacl, one of our pec

^mmorando, and the records of Jn.htta -pe^che- to hir- -T !

'""" '
.«.! -{je_ciifi„ to hira, aiFord repeated proofs.
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pie, by a Cayonga* Indian near Fort Stanwix, whom lie em-

ployed to escort him to Fort Herkimer, 1 shall not repeat the

disagreeable circumstances to you, as I am sensible it affects

you as well as me. I would now only ask your opinion what

are the proper steps to be taken in the affair, as it will always

have great weight with me. Three firings.

" Brethren : I lately received these strings of wampum
from the Oneidas by Captain Fonda, by which tiiey say 1 am
invited to a meeting proposed to be held soon at Onondaga,

where you arc also desired to attend. I am ready and willing

to go if you think it will be for the good of the service. At

the same time I must observe to you, that I think it an unpre-

cedented manner of inviting either yon or me, without some

of the Onondagas coming down with, it as usual. I ncvertli^f

less submit to your judgment, as being better accpiaiuted with

their forms, and expect you will give it me, jis well as your

opinion of the proper steps for me to take, in order to get what

prisoners of ours may be among the nations."

Three Strings.

" Do. Die. Tarrawarriax, and another Seneca sachem, came

to Sir William, at Brani's house, and told him, «fcc.

" January 19. The sachems, &,c. being met at their coun-

cil room, sent to acquaint Sir William that they were ready to

answer to what he the daj' before had laid before them. On
which he, with the same gentlemen who attended him yester-

day, went to the meeting, when Aroghyadecka, ulias Old

Brant, chief of the Canajoharies, spoke as follows :

—

"Brother WARRAGHiYAGEvt—We are much obliged lo

you for giving us so timely notice of the General's desire and

intentions, and we hope and wish that he may be ready to

take the field very early, which in our opinion is what should

always be done. You may depend upon our attachment and

assistance ;
being determined, as we declared to you at the lie-

ginning of this war, to stand or fall witii you. And as you

desired our opinion with regard to the Six Nations, we have

considered of it, and think it best that you call their saciiems,

• • Always spelt thus by Sir William Johnson.

t Tho name which the li.dians liad conferred upon Sir William, and by which

be was almost invariably addressed.
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chief warriors, and leadi

13

warriors, and leading women, down to your house .s sr.oua may be, where we shall be ready to attend and assist youalIn our power.
^^,^^^,,,^^ ^,^^ ^J^

Brother
: The late murder of one of our brethren neartho carrym. place, by one of the Upper nations in the French

interest, gives us great concern, and think he ought to be se-verely punished for it. But as we hope the Six Nations maynow act a better part than they have hitherto, we would ad'slyou not to say any thing about it until they come to the meet-ing at your house, and then we think the milder you speItothem, the better, at this time. And this is our opLon
Returned three Strings.

'Brother
: As for the strings of wampum lately sent bythe Oneidas to mvite you and us to a meeting at oLndacmwe tank with you that it was not according to'^ur ancient mdusual custom, nor was it even a proper invitation. We" re o1opinion that your inviting them all to your house is much bet

ter and more m character. Wherefore we would be very .ladIf you would give them an invitation, and at the same tune tosend some strings of wampum, desiring they would brin. wlm"prisoners of our brethren may be among them.
"

Three Striiiirs of Wampum.
Brother

: We return you our hearty thanks for the con-hdenee you repose in us, and be assured'we shall ever ,1
to ac so as to continue your good opinion of us. We are lothankful o you for the good news you yesterday told

"
dwe heartily congratulate you thereor, and hope furtlu-r ismay attend the King's arms."

Micctj,s

The course suggested by the chiefs was adopt..! by SirWi ham and messengers, with the usual significant belts were
forthwith dispatched to the Cayug.. and Ouondagas. It wattended by the best results, as appears from subsequent entris
ui the Diary. Mr. M'Michael, who had been murdeL i . thecreant Cayuga, was a trader of note, and .le peculiar atro ity ofhis murder had created a deep feehng of indignation forvvhich the circumstances of treachery olid duplichy st ed mthe official report from the commanding officer at Fort St-inwix to Sir William, were a full warrant. The CayiZls C"no time in manifesting their sorrow and deto

"

1-^)

!OU the
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crime, as will be seen from the following extract from the

Baronet's journul;*

" Fort Johnson, Feb. 5. Skanarady, Teughsaragarnt, and
Ottawannio, three chiefs of the Cayuga nation, arrived here

with several more, and after being introduced by Clement,
the interpreter, began and said :

"Brother Warraoiiiyagey : The unhappy murder of

one of our brethren near the Oncidu carrying place, is the oc-

casion of our coming down at this severe season of the year.

Our nation would not be at rest, nor easy, until they had spoke
to you about it. We now, in their behalf, wipe away the tears

from your eyes, so that you may look pleasant at us. We
likewise remove all obstructions, and clear your throat, so that

you may speak clear and friendly to ns. Lastly, we wipe away
the blood of our brother, lately killeu near the carrying place,

that the sight of it may no longer give us concern.

Three Strings of Wampum.
" Sir William told them that he would be ready the next

morning to hear what they had further to say, and would desire

his neighbours, the Mohawks, to attend.

" Wednesday/, Feb. 6. About twenty Mohawks arrived.

The Cayugas being acquainted that Sir William was ready,
with the Mohawks and two Onondagoes, to hear them, they
entered the Council, and Skanarady spoke as follows

:

" Brother Warraghiyagey : On our arrival yesterday
we wiped the tears from your eyes, and we now, agreeable to

the custom of our forefathers, take the French hatchet, (which
they gave to one of our foolish, deluded young men, giving
him great rewards, and making him large promises if he
would use it against our brethren the English,) out of your
head, and bury it in a deep pool, where it can never be found

;

also, with this b3lt of wampum we assure you that it gives
our nation as much concern as it can you, and promise the great-

est care shall be taken to prevent the like happening for the
future- A Black and White Belt.

* The author is of course aware that this is a digression from his main subject •

but the incident is an interesting one, and tiie speech of the Caynjjns worthy of
preservation for its simple pathos, and also as an illustration of IndFan character.
.Mr. M'Michael's family aieyetamong li.e most respectable residents of Schenectady!
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sight of It may no lorger give you or us concern.

"lB;.ox„K.: With these strings wo rais^ uryour^'t'dnow hangn.g down with concern for the loss o'f on o t'^brethren, and heg you will no longer keep sorrow in your nn^I

"BiioTH^n. T .1

'^^^''''''
^(i-hiffs of Wampum.

liiiOTHEu: Lastly, we most earnestly entreat that vonW.11 not, for what has happened, neglect the m temenfour affairs, as your neglect of them It any, but mo?e p"
r cu

S: fiSo'"'r'r'" "^ ""»>^Wy. ^nd throw Ton.leaeiacy nito confusion." A Bolt nf kk.^i. i tit. •

To ,.rK;^K o- -iirn- J ^<'C'<^k and White.1 which Sir William replied •—

and they will hear what I have to say on the subiert \Z
belts shall be laid by safe until then " ^

' ^'"''

On the 11th of February, Sir William proceeded to Canajoharie, at which place he had invited a meeting of the chiefsand warriors of the Mohawks. The occasion, and he proceedings, will be understood from the annexed extract •--

Ifony Feb. 12-8 at night. Being all assembled SirWilham told them that the reason of his coming to their cl tievas to get a number of their briskest men to join CapttLottondge, and some of the Mohawks and Schoh.ries on

"

scout to Tienderago,* or Crown Point, in order to se \ Uthe enemy was about, and get him a prisoner from Thorn hemight be able to get better intelligence than the Gen ral "u lyrec3ives, and which would enable the General to tak prop rmeasures lor the defence of the country until the opln'"Tfthe canjpa.gn, and that they would be ready in two d ^s toet off lor Ins house, where they would be supplied with 7vervthing necessary for such service."
^

A painted War-Belt throxvn between them.No sooner was the belt cast among them, than Sonughsas.a

• riconderoga-alwaya spelled thus by Sir William John •son.
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chief of the IJour trihc, arosn, took the belt in his hand, and
sang ills war-song-, and was followed by several more of each
tribe. Then Arocrhigadocka, the chief sachem of the castle,

stood up and said :—
"Brothkr Wariiaghiyagey: We, the sachems and

warriors of the Canajoharie castle immediately quit our hunt-
ing on your c(dl, and made all the haste possible to meet you
here, where we are all heartily glad to see you

; and in answer
to your desire, without any hesitation, I am desired by (he
young men present to tell you they will be ready to go with
Captain Lotteridge, and the Mohawks, (fee. on tlie service you
require, and we have no reason to doubt you will (in their ab-
sence) take care of their families, who arc extremely poor and
in great want of provisions. Here returned the War-Belt.

" Sir William thanked them for the readiness they showed on
the occasion, and told them he would give their families some
provisions in their absence, or money to purchase it, so that
they should not suffer. He then gave them an entertainment,
as usual on such occasions, and parted. He left that castle
Tuesday morning, and arrived at Fort Johnson that night."
The next mention of the Brants contained in the broken

manuscripts of Sir William, is found in the private journal
kept by him of his tour to Detroit in 1761, after the surrender
of the Canadas. The duty then devolved upon Sir William
of meeting the upper Indians around the great Lakes, pre-
viously under the influence, and many of them in the service
of the French, in Grand Council at Detroit,—to establish
friendly relations with them, and receive a transfer of that
quasi allegiance which the Indians have generally acknow-
ledged to the whites, French, English, or American. In addition
to his own immediate suite, among whom was his son, Lieute-
nant Johnson, (afterward Sir John,) he was attended on the
expedition by a detachment of troops, ond a band of the Mohawk
warriors. While at Niagara,* Sir William notes :

*' Monday, August 10. Nickus,t of Canajoharie, an Indian,

The author lias already acknowled-red his indcht.-dness to Archibahl Johnson,
Rsq., of Lower Canada, for the original of this very interesting journal, which it is
hoped will lie of greater use in another work.

+ Nickiis Hance—another name and a different person from Nickus Brant, of

%
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arrived her*!, and acquainted me that several of his castle had
diedot inahguuiit lever

; and that allljrant's family were ill of
the same disorder, except the old woman. He also told me that
he iiad heard by the way from several Indians, that I was to be
destroyed or murdered on my way to Detroit; and that the In-
dians were certainly determined to rise and fall on the English,
as several thousands of the Ott,-Avays and other nations" had
agreed to join the Five Nations in this scheme or plot."

It is needless, however, to multiply citations to the point im-
mediately in view. The object of those already made has been
to clear up the doubts, if possible, and establish the fact as to the
immediate ancestry of Thayendanegea, alias Joseph Brant •

while, It is believed, the incidental history necessarily involved in
these extracts has not been altogether devoid of interest. And
although the fact is nowhere positively asserted, yet there i.s

(his Nickus, repeated mention is made in Sir William's previous official diaries.
The following q.iotations are given as curious illustrations of Indian customs •

"FortJoknson, May 22 1757. Sir William spoke wth Niekus Har.ce, alias
TaicunLogo, a Canajohar.e cliiet, who came to see him, and told him, that as he wasmuch concerned or the loss of his (said Ilance's) mother, who lately died, that he
expected he would rcn.ove his concern by going to war, and bnn^^ing either a pri-
soner or a sc.ip to put in her roo.n, orstead, as is usual an,ong Indians. Upon this
S.r W.l .am gave h„u a very fine black belt to enforce his rcjuest. Taieariho-^o
returned S.rWillia,.. thanks for the concern he shared lor the\oss of ir.ni
accepted the belt, and pron.ised I.,, would, on his return hon.e,call his youno n.en to-
gether, and lay Sir W.lhau.'s bcit an<l rcjuest l,efi.re them." [The -nvin^'of a beltm thisway, wasa sorto.-con.M.is.sion to n.ake up a scalping parity against the
forces or the settlements of the enoiiiy.—.'7i(<Aor.]

i

= l
.>

^•""si. "le

Of a similar character is the following extract from the Diary •

y^banyMuy 18, m^ Capt. Jacob Head, of a Con.pany of St.3ckbridge In-d ans, brought to S.r W.lbam's lodgings four French scalps, wh.ch his cousin, chief
of another eo,.„any 01 sa.d Indians, had ta.en fro.n the eneu.y so.ne few da^s be-
lore, and the aforesaid Jacob spoke as follows :

" fi.o/A.,- IVarra^^ryagey: This scalp (tl,e"one with a black belt tied to it paint-ed) I dos,re maybe del.vcreUto n.y wife's uncle, old Hickus, of Canajuharie, to re-place her mother, who was his sister. ' "-

" 7'"^ ^^"IP, (meaning another upon the same stick, with a bunch of black wampum
tiedjo .t,) I send to the aforesaid man to replace Eusen.a, who was Ta.aghyorie'8

"This scalp, (meaning a scalp by itself on a stick, with a bunch of black wam-

[Killed in 1755, at the battle of Lake George.—yiu^Aor.J
"This scalp, (meaning the small one tied round ,vith a bunch of wampum,) mysaid cousm gives to rep.ace Hickus's son, who was killed at the batfe of the Lakeunder your command."

«" i- ui me i^aKO

1 '
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much reason to suppose that he was the son of Nickus lJ,ant
whose Indian name, according to Sir Wilham Jolnison, was
Aroglufu,lech-(t

; bnt which has been furnislied to the nnthor by
tholaniilyas 'rchowaghwengaraghkiDin. It has been. seen
from the extracts that Nickus Brunt was u Canajoharie chief of
character -md celebrity, between wliom and Sir Wilham a close
intunacy subsisted. When called to Canajoharie upon bnsiness
or pleasure, the Rironct's quarters were "at Brant's house," as
noted in his own Diary. It is likewise well known, that after the
decease of Lady Johnson, (an event which occurred several
years antecedent to the period of which we aie now writing, and
before he had won his baronetcy at Lake George,) Sir William took
to his home as his wife, Mary Brant, or " Miss Molly," as she was
called, with whom he lived until hisdecease in 1774,aiidbywhom
he had several children. This circumstance is thus mention-
ed by Mrs. Grant in her delightful book already referred to :—
" Becoming a widower in the prime of life, he connected himself
" with an Indian maiden, daughter to a sachem, who possessed
"an uncommonly agreeable per.son and good understanding;
"and whether ever formally m.nrried to him according to our
" usage, or not, continued to live with him in gn^at union and
'• affection all his life." The Baronet himself repeatedly speaks
of this Indian lady in his private journals. While on his ex-
pedition to Detroit, entries occur of having received news from
home, and of having written to "Molly." He always men-
tioned her kindly, ex gr :—

" Wednesday, Oct. 2ist. Met Sir Robert Davers and Cap-
tain Etherington, who gave me a packet of letters from Ge-
neral Amherst. * * * Captain Etherington told me Molly was
delivered of a girl

: that all were well at my house, where they
staid two days."

But to return from these digressions. Molly, as it has already
been stated, was the sister of Tliayendanegea

; and both, ac-
cording to the account of the London Magazine of 1776, 'the
earliest printed testimony uj)()n the subject, were the grand-
children of one of the Mohawk chiefs who visited England
Iialf a century before. That his father was a chief, several au-
thorities have likewise been cited to show ; to which may be
added that of Allen's Biographical Dictionary, where the fact
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IS posmvc-ly asserted/ From sudx a body of testimony, there-
foro, direct and circumstantial, it is hazardin-but very little to
assume, that, so far from having been of humble and plebeian
ori-m, according to the statement of Dr. Stewart, Joseph Brant
was ol the noblest descent among iiis nation.
Of the early youth of Joseph, there are no accounts, other

than that he was very young when first upon the war-path
In one of the autiiorities to which reference has already been
made.t Jt is stated, that having attained the age of thirteen years
ne joined the warriors ol his tribe under Sir William Johnson'
and was present at the memorable battle of Lake George in'
which the French were defeated, and their commander, "the
Baron Dieskau, mortally wounded. The Mohawks were led
mto action by their celebrated king, the brave old Ilondr ck

'1<- ' w-,f'"; ^
r

''"'" "'' "*"'"'y ^^'''^'^ ''^*^' tf'« foundation
of Sir Williams military fame, and in reward for which he was
created a Baronet. It is reported, that in relatin- the particu-
lars of this bloody engagement to Doctor Stewart,'the youthful
warrior acknowledged, " That this being the fi rst action at which
he w.s present, ho was seized with such a tremor when the
hnug began, that he was obliged to take hold of a small sap-
Inig to steady himself

;
but that after the discharge of a fel

vo lie, lie recovered the use of his limbs and the composure
of Ins mind, so as to support the character of a brave man of
which he was exceedingly ambitious." lie was no doubt' a

vvarrior by nature. "I nke," said he, once in after-life, when
he conversation was about music, "the harpsichord we'll, and
he organ still better; but 1 like the drum and trumpet' best
of all, for they make my heart beat quick "II

President Allen states that the father of Thayendanegea li^d
three sons in the army of Sir William Johnson in the year

* Pre^dent Allen is connect,..! by ,„arriago will, the fan.ily of the late President

T c!::^:Re^r
'''''-' """°^'"""- '- -'^'-^ -^^ p--e^

they are to fight, they are too few; if they are lobe killed h' ? ''^

When it was proposed to send out the JlZll^o^t^l R 7 T"')
three sticks, and said, «Pnt these together, and y c rbreart^.'em" „! tl"'one by one, and you will do it easily." HendricU'- .Z ' '^^"^

II Letter of T. Campbell to Ahyonwaeghs.

I
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1756. Of tlioso Josepli wns prol);iI)ly flin yonnp:ost, since he
Wiis but thiitec'ii at tlit; battle of l.itk(f fJcorire in 1755. A
youiii,' warri(.r truly : but ho niiglit well have been there, even
nt that lender age, since, by all the accounts that have desciuidcd
to us, he must have been a lad of uncommon enterprise—frivinfj
early promise of those eminent (pialities, which were developed
in the progress of a life of various and important action.

The youthful warrior likewise accompanied Sir William
durinir the Niagara campaign f>f 1759, and in the brilliant

achievements of the Baronet, after the chief conuiiand had de-

volved upon him by the death of General Prideaux, is said to

have acquitted himself with distinguished bravery. General
Prideaux, commanding tlie expedition, was killed by the acci-

dental explosion of a cohorn on the 20th of July, soon after

commencing the siege
;
but Sir William prosecuted tli • plan

of his fallen superior with judgment and vigour. On the 24th
of July Monsieur D'Aubrey approached the fortress with a
strong force, for the purpose of raising the sioge. A severe en-

gagement ensued in the open field, which resulted in the tri-

umph of the Jritish and Provincial arms. The action was
commenced with great impetuosity by the French, but Sir Wil-
li.-mi wjis well prepared for their reception. After a spirited

contest of half an hour, the French broke, and the fate of the

day was decided. The flight of the French was bloody and dis-

astrous for the space of five miles, at which distance D'Aubrey,
and most of his officers, were raptured. The Indians behaved
uncommonly well on this occasion, and Brant was among them.
On the following day, so vi-orously did the Baronet prosecute
his operations, the fort was taken, with all its military supplies
and about six hundred juisoners. By this blow the F'rench
were cut off from their project of keeping up a line of fortified

communications with Louisiana.

The exertions of Sir William Johnson to improve the
moral and social condition of his Mohawk neighbours, were
not the least of his praiseworthy labours among that brave and
chivalrous people. Hiiviiig aided m the building of churches
and locating missionaries among them, iit the request of the
llev. Mr. Kirklaiid and otlicrs, he selected numbers of youno-
Mohawks, and cnused tliem to be sent to the "Moor c'liarity

School," established at Lebanon, Connecticut, under the im-

4
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media . direction of tlic Rev. Doctor Eleaz.-r Wheelock, after-
ward President of Dartmouth (;„lle;,a. of which, by its tranfer
that school became tlio fomidati,)n. Amon^r the youths thus
se ected was young Thayendanegeu, tho promisni.. brother of"Miss Molly." °

1

'"''"

^TIT ^*ln '?
'"'''''' '•' ^"''^ '^"^ P'"««J ""d^r .he

cliarjre ot Dr. Wheelock cannot now be ascertained The
school itselt was opened fiu the reception of Indian pupils
avmvedly as an Indian missionary school, in 1748; the firs
Indian scholar, Samson Occinn, havinir been received into it
five years belore." It has been asserted that Joseph was re-
ceived into the school in July I7G1, at which time he must have
been nineteen years old, and a memorandum of his preceptor
to tha etiect has been cited. Accordin.r to Dr. Stewart,t liow-
ever, he was a mere boy when first sent to Lebanon ; and it
w.l presently appear that the entry of Dr. Wheelock was mostprobably incorrect. He was doubtless at the school in that
year, and very likely on tlie point of leavin- if since three
years a terward he will be loni.d settled in hirow'n native val!
ley, and enga!?ed in very diffenint pursuits
The correspondence between Doctor Wheelock and Sir Wilham was quite actu. at this period upon the subicct of theschool, and

' ph was himself employed as an agent to pro!cure recruits lor it. Thus, in a letter Irom the Bar'^net to t ^eDoctor, dated November 17, 17G1, he says-" I have g ven ncharge to Joseph, to speak in my name to any goodl,ys homay see, and encourage to accept the generous offers nowmade to them
;
which he promised to do, and return as soon

as possible, and that without horses." The probability how
ever, is, that lie went to the school immediately after his return

The success of the Doctor with him was a sfrnno ;„,i . /.

the school. Occu,n was orduin^i to l" mini Irym f/ . "T ':"'""'^""

locat,.d as a missionary among the Oneida ,o
5,

"hpia '

he wa?a'/ "''•";k^Sr William him^plf Tho i„^- i

"""•" P""^ "e was accompanied b"

voh.ri;devZ'lhym;s. '"*
""^^'^^ '''"'''^''

-•"P"<^'> -'^ P '^'•i«hed 'a

t Although, for wantof other authorities in rpa«r,l t^ .!,„

of h,s i,fe, i, is necessary to use that o Dr S^ L^ h'ar""' f")
''" """'"^

accurate. For instance, he sends ThayenwL ,' Dr WhUl TT^ ""' '"''

«hnreas the sci,ool at that place was not0^ m tiU777i V . ^"r"""'"*'
one year thereafter, by the same authoritv tl,? h r

' ' '"'"''' P"'°''' "' ""'^^

a wife and children, i C^T^l^^ ^' " "^'"^ "*" '"""^ '" ^is own house, with

4

:%



22 LIFE OP BHANT. [1762.

from tlic Niagara campaign in 1759. No Jonht he had left it

before Sir William wrote the letter just cited, and, being en-

gaged npoiisome Indian mission, had been instructed to interest

himself among the people of the Ibrest in behalf of that institu-

tion. That he did not, himself, remain long at the school, is

conceded. According to Dr. Stewart, moreover, he made l/ut

little proliciency in his studies at this seminary, having
" learned to read but very indifferently in the New Testament,
" and to write but very little." The fact, however, that the

Rev. Charles Jeflrey Smith, a missionary to the Mohawks, took

Thayendanegeaas an interpreter in the year following, (1762,)

and gave him an excellent character, presents a much more fa-,

vourable idea of his progress in learning while at the school

;

as also does the following passage from the memoirs of his

teacher:— "Sir William Johnson, Superintendant of Indian
" affairs in North America, was very friendly to the design of
" Mr. Wheelock, and at his request sent to the school, at various
" times, several boys of the Mohawks to be instructed.* One of
" them was the since celebrated Joseph Brant ; who. after re-

" ceiving his education, was particularly noticed by Sir William
" Johnson, and employed by him in public business. He has
" been very useful in advancing the civilization of his coun-
" trymen, and for a long time past has been a military officer

" of extensive influence among the Indians in Upper Canada."t
Accompanying Thayendanegea to the "Moor School,"! were
several other Mohawk youths, and two Delawares had entered the

school before him. The name of one of Thayendanegea's com-
panions was William, a half-breed, who was supposed to be the

son of his patron. Only two of the number remained to receive

the honours of the future college. The others, impatient of the

restraints of a school, and delighting more in the chase of game
than of literary honours, loving their native forests better than
sunny fields, and preferring to string the bow and speed the

When tlie foundation of the school was enlarged by the hheralily of the Earl of
Dartmouth and others, in England, and the sanu! was removed from Connecticut, it

contained 24 pupils, G of whom were Indiana. There is among the Johnson papers
a letter from President Wheelock, written to Sir William in 1773, intrfjducing two
uf his Indian pupils to the acquaintance of the Baronet.—^u«W.

t M'Chire's Life of Wheelock, page 27.

X So called from tho name of its founder; Mr. Joshua Moor, of Mansfield, Con-
necticut.
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arro^v, rather thm turn over the pa^es of Livy or Cor.lorins
returaed to their liuuter state iu about two yeur.s. Tiuivc^.i'
ciaae,irea probably left the scliool at the same tune. He uLd
when speakuig of the school, to relate with much pleasautr;
au anecdote ot « William," who, as he affirmed, was ouo day
ordered by Mr. Wheelock's son to saddle Ins iiorse. The lad
retused, alleo^ing that, as he was a jreutlcmau's son, the per-
ormance of such a menial office would be out of character
'Do you know," mquired tlie younirer Whcelock, "what agentleman IS 7" " I do," replied Wdliam

; "a gentiemau i aperson who keeps race-horses, and drinks Maden-a wine, and

The exigencies of the frontier country did not allow Thav-endanegea to reman, long associated in the mission with MrSuuth He was agam called out upoti the war-path as anpears by t . .ollowing paragraph u. one of the Rev^Mr liland St earliest reports to the Rev. Dr. Wheelock, in regard to

s!x Sri;
:-""""" ''^"' '""'"" employed among th^

" Joseph Brant a Mohawk Indian, and of a family of distinc-
t.on in that nation, was educated by Mr. Wheelock, and was"so well accomplished that the Rev. Charles Jeffrey SmUh7ayoung gentleman who, out of love to Christ and the souls' of

of hi...,r. When first electedjlriLt vl^^lVS nr'','
"""''

''lhe feared .reatly that his ignorance and rusticity wo , d bo t rn
'^"^'?"""\^' ''"^

came to associate with gentlemen. He nad ho,^ ,1 . ,

"''^^''' ""''''" '"'

Chan,pa,n,ofwhichheLd„eve;t„s":L" 1 :1jf .fulrfi" .T '""' °'

after his arrival at the seat of government he vvasr.1 -? r
''^'^^''"^"'""P«rty

At the first tasteof the sparkling li^u^ ^e tZ.^^:^^^;:^^-^'
fore, that he was made for a gentleman " AnH „ „

'°v«^'J «• He knew, there-

gentleman ho beca.ne.
^

' "'^ " ""'^ "Srceable and accomplished

t The Rev. Samuel Kirklnnd, fatherot President KirUInn,! i » ctt
vors,ty. and for more than forty ;ears a misrnarv Imo ?'

th 'i M
'^ ^"'•

the Oneida. He was the s., 'of the ilev. D^n e S d of^N "'"T:;"^"^where he was born in 1742. His education JT
^^"'''""*^' °'^ Norwich (C,„m.)

Bchool, and his collegiate course prfcrmeaiwZ"'?"?* ''' ''"'"^'^'''^'''^

l/C. Ho first comn.e„eed his lalurs ^'on, U ^ ;: ^"me
T'

"'''T' "1
the Mohawk language while in college hJ^T

'^'"''
'",

^^^^' '"'^'''i '"imed

n.ent iu vanou. In^:^ transacLn a^ J Id ^l^oTeS'> '' '"" ^"^""-

1S08.
' "' ^'"'^' ^neidu County, in .March,

t'-iA

ft"]

h',

fe
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" men, devotes his life, and such a fortune as is sufficient to

" supi ort himself and an interpreter, wholly to this glorious

" service,) took him lor his interpreter when he went on his

" mission to the Mohawks, now three years ago. But the war
" br(!aking out at that time between the back Indians and the

" Knglish, Mr. Smith was obliged to return ; but Joseph tarried,

"and went out uith a company against the Indians, and was
" usehil in the war ; in which he behaved so much like the

" Christian and the soldier, that he gained great esteem. He
" now lives in a decent manner, and endeavours to teach his

" poor brethren the things of God, in which his own heart

"seems mucii engaged. His house is an asylum for the mis-

"sionaries in that wilderness."*

Neitlier the particular war in which the young chief w is

then engaged, nor the time of the campaign, is noted in

the foregoing extract. A passage contained in a letter from Sir

William Johnson to Dr. Wheelock, however, dated April 25th,

1704, affords a clue to the desired information :
—" J is just

" returned from an expedition against the enemy, who have
" abandoned their towns, of which three were burned, /ith four

" villages, consisting, in all, of about two hundred houses, built

" with squared logs, and vast qualities of corn, &c. Parties

" are now in pursuit of the enemy." It was therefore early in

the Spring of 1764 that young IJrant returned from the war-
then brought to a close. The war itself could have been none
else than that against the great Ottoway chief Pontiac, who, in

1763, undertook to dispossess the English of the conntry of the

lakes, then recently acquired by conquest fiom the French. Pon-
tiac was by far the most formidable chief with whom the En-
glish colonists had had to contend since the fall of Philip. He
combined the great Indian tribes of the north-west almost as

one man, and in 1763 led thirty-six chiefs, with their trains of

warriors, against Detroit, after having carried several of the re-

mote western posts. A well- concerted stratagem, timely dis-

covered to the British commander by an Indian woman, had
well nigh placed thai important position within his power also.

Foiled in the plan of obtaining admission by stratagem and
putting the garrison to death, Pontiac laid siege to the fort, at-

Narrativo of Uie Indian Charity School, published by Dr. Wlieelock in 17G7,
page 33.
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k^oman, had

tacking It Avith great fury. It was besieged for a long time as
also were the iort at Niagara and Fort Pitt. It wa.s not until
the Autun.n 01 1703 that the English were able to throw suc-

TZT ,
"''' '" ^'^=«'"P''«'""?? ^vhich enterprise some ofthe Mohawk wurnors were engaged. There had been several

severe engagments with Pontiac's warriors in the course of tha
fe n.ner m w nch the Indians attached to the English causehad fought wuh great bravery. The vessel carrying the sup!phesto Detroit, wa. likewise furiously attacked by a force of 3^0ndians m boats on the lake, but they were brL y retxi 'edL. what par icular battles, during this contest, Tha/en, a eawas engaged, does not appear. But he was hi the war a°nd
his courageous and enterprising spirit offered the best evid neehat he neither avoided the post of danger, nor failed to rea h h

T^v'^'T "'""-^ ^'"'^^^^'^ ««^-'-^ for atwete.
.'. th, he t rench, moreover, with whom he was in alliance}^^v.ng lost their power in America, Pontiac sued fo^^ace2t^^ '' ""'''• '''''''''''' ^-^ P-«^-^'h, at thfh::! of

In 17(35 Thayendanegea, having been previously married tothe daughter of an Oneida chief, was settled at CaiSan^as appears by a letter from the Rev. Theonhiln. ru.uT'
one of the missionaries to the Six NatLt to^ theif Dr'Wheelock, written from Canajoharie, and dat d July 17^ If thaiyear. Alter speaking of the encouraging condition of th! T

"have made me almost down sick • but m,r h„ T ^ '

«ilhm T,,o„ u r»

/^"^vu Mcit
,
Dut my busincss keeps mealive. Joseph Brant is exceedin^r kind "

Three years afterward he was still leading a peaceful life at

* fontiac was aasaasinuted in irro j •

• «. He wu. a greatII '"'* "^"""^ * ^" ^^'^^^'^ "^e loway, and Ottiu
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'1'^

uence, called the Wiseman,) on his return to liis tribe, with

his wife and child ; and by Joseph Brant's help I was able to

discourse with him, and delivered my message to his nation."

During the three years next ensuing, no certain infonnation

has been obtained respecting his coarse of life. As the country

was at peace, however, he was probably leading a life of repose

at home, save when acting, upon occasional business visits

among the Indians, under the direction of Sir William John-

son. It is very probable, moreover, that he may at that tirao

have been connected with the English Episcopt^l Missions o

the Jlohawks, commenced in the jMohawk Valley so early i s

1702, and continued down to the beginning of the Revolu-

tionary war. Having been employed as an interpreter by one

of the missionaries, several years before ; and as the Rev. Dr.

John Ogilvie, the predecessor of Dr. Barclay in that mission,

was engaged, in the year 17G9, in revising, e:;tending, and re-

printing the Mohawk Prayer Book, embracing additional pas-

sages of Scripture, some occasional prayers, and Indian versi-

fications of several psalms, it is highly probable that Thaycn-

danegea may have been employed as an assistant in that

labour, since he was partial to exercises of that description.

In the year 1771, the Rev. Mr. Stewart conducted a school

at Fort Hunter, thirty miles below Canajoharie. A venerable

friend of the author, yet living in Albany,* states, that being a

pupil in Doctor Stewart's school at about that tiine, he had

opportunities of seeing Thayendonegea at that place frequently,

and formed an acquaintance with him, which continued,

interrupted only by the war of the Revolution, until the deatii

of the warrior. He then formed an excellent opinion of the

young chief in regard to talents and good disposition. It is

believed, that from the shrewdness of his sister Molly and the in-

fluential position which she occupied in the flimily of Sir Wil-

liam, added to his own talents and sagacity, he Avas much

employed at home by the Baronet, in the discharge of tlie multi-

farious duties incident to his important official station. He was

also frequently engaged upon distant embassies among the

western tribes, find his talents and tact as a dijilomatist of the

forest, were qualities pertaining to his character through life.

Douw Fonda, Esq., son of Caplnin Jcllea Fondu, wlio was an activo and very

cfnekiit uffieer, but!: in tht,- Indiart und Military aervice, under Sir William Johnson.

^1
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Thayendanegea was thrice married-having been twice a
widower before the war of the Revolution. His first two
wives were of the Oneida tribe. The Rev. Dr, Stewart states
t.iat lie first became acquainted Avith him in the winter of 1771
He was then still residing at Oanajoharie, on visiting which
village the Doctor says he found hhn comfortably settled, in agood house, with every thing necessary for the use of his
famiy-consistmgof awife, in the last stage of consumption,
and two children-a son and a daughter. His wife died some
time afterward, on which Thayendanegea repaired to Fort
Hunter, and resided with the Doctor for a considerable length
of tune. Doctor Stewart was then engaged upon another "re-
vision of the Indian Prayer Book, and Joseph assisted himTnmaking various additional translations. He likewise assisted
the Doctor in translating a portion of the Acts of the Apostlps
and a short history of the Bible, together with a brief explana-'
.

a of the (Jiurch catechism, into the Mohawk huio-naoTe *

It IS stated on the same authority,! that in th. winter of
1

.
72-3 he applied to Doct.^r Stewart to marry him to the half-

sister of lis deceased wife, but the Divine refused the applica-
ion on the j,round of the forbidden relationship. Brant
Jiovvever, vindicated the act, much in the manner of whit^
widowers desirous of forming the like .annexion : arc^uino-^
very naturally, that the fact of the relationship would securei;
greater degree of tenderness and care for his children. Still
the Episcopal minister persisted in his refusal, and a less scru-
pulous German ecclesiastic gratified his desire by performinc
the ceremony. ' ^ *^"^"""e.

It was at about the same period of his life that Tha^renda-
negea became the subject of serious religious impressions. He
attached himself to the Church, was a chastened and reJarcommunicant at the celebration of the Eucharist ; and from hisserious deportment, and the anxiety he had ever manifested tocmhze and Christianize his people, great hopes wereenSLd

t.:r:!rr:;::f;f t^-:^rj-x : r-^-^'^
-' -^"^^

breaking out of the war. He to k Vh MsS to C . T% """"''"' "^ '^^

them to Colonel Daniel Claus Whom ,h ? '

""'* "•^'"""'"'•^ '^'^''^''^

not appear that theyweretverVubLhed.'"" "
'" ''"='^"'

'

""' ''"^'

t The Christian Register.

» ,!
'
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from his future exertions in tliat cause. No doubt lias ever
been entertained of his sincerity at that time

; and it has been
attributed to tlie counteracting influef^.ces of tiie dreadful trade

of war, in wliich it was his fortune afterward again so actively

to become engaged, that those manifestations of Christian

utility were effaced
; entirely eradicated they were not, as will

be seen at a subsequent stage of the career of this remarkable
man.

In compliance with Indian custom, he selected a bosom friend,

during that period of liis life we are now contemplating, in the

person of a Lieutenant Provost, a half-pay otRccr residing in

the Mohawk Valley. Those unacquainted with Indian usages
are not probably aware of the intimacy, or the importance at-

tached to this relationship. The selected friend is, in fact, the

counte'-part of the one who chooses him, and the attachment

often becomes romantic
; they share each other's secrets, and are

participants of each other's joys and sorrows. As the Revolu-
tionary troubles Avere approaching, Lieutenant Provost was
ordered to his regiment and upon foreign service, greatly to

the regret of the future chieftain. His lamentations attracted

the attention of Doctor Stewart, who advised him to select ano
ther friend—offering to stand as a substitute himself But no

;

the young chief declared that such a transfer of his affections

could not take place. He was Captain John's friend, and ano-

ther such friend could not be in existence at the same time.

Lieutenant Provost had been ordered to the West Indies
; and

in order to assure him of the strength and constancy of his at-

tachment, Thayendanegea procured an entire Indian costume
of the richest furs he could obtain, which was sent to him in

Jamaica. This incident has been detailed, not because in itselt

of any particular importance, but as disclosinar an excellent

trait of character, besides illustrating a feature of Indian life

which m?7 not be familiar to all.* Other events will now occu-

py the attention of the reader, in which the Mohawk chieftain

will be but one of many actors, though seldom an obscure one.

* A similar custom prevailed among the ancient Greeks. Two young warriors

often assumed this obligation of brotiierhood, which was taken with peculiar ceremo-

aiea, and maintained inviolate through life.

ii!!i. y-
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CHAPTER II.

Early symptoms of disaffection at Boston—Origin of the Revolutionary War-Fiist
blood shed m 1770-St.rnng eloquence of Joseph W»rren-Feclin^s of Sir Wil.1mm Johnson-H,9 mfluence with the Indians and Germans, and his unpleasantposmon-Las v..,t o. Sir W.lham to England-His death-Mysterious circum-
stances atendrng it-Suspic.ons of suicide unjust-His son, Sir John Johnson,
succeeds to his title and estates-His son-in-law, Col. Guy John.,on, to hi office
as Superin.endant General of the Indians-Early life of Sir John-Joseph Brant
appointed Secretary to Guy Johnson-Influence of the Johnson family -llovolu-Uonary symptoms in Tryon County, fomented by the proceedings In^New En".
lan,.---First meelin-of 1 ryon County Whigs-Declaration of ni.dits-Firstniec^.m^ot Congress-Kff.ct of Its proceedin«s-i„ Enuland-Tardines., of ProvTn.
ciul legislature of New.\ ork-Spint of the people-Notes of preparation in ivis-
8achus,,.t8, &c.-Overt acts of rebellion in several States-Indians ex^ispe uted bv
^1. Virginia borderers in 1774-Melancholy story of Lo.mn--Ca. ipa .M^of LordDunmoreand Colone Lewis-Battle of the Kafihawa-Spee^lforiT .-an-Itsautlienucity quest.oned-Ptace of Chilicothe-Unhappy f, eling of the Indians.

It has been usually asserted by historians, that the first blood
in the v.'ar of the American Revolution was shed at Lexing-
ton

;
but such is not the fact. The Boston massacre of 1771)

was the beginning of that contest, so fearful in its commence-
ment, so doubtful in its progress, and so splendid in its results.
The storm had even then been gathering for several years, and
the public mind had become exceedingly feverish, not on ly in re-
gard to the conduct of the parent government, but in respect to
the languiige and bearing of the oflicers of the crown stationed
in the colonies. When, moreover, the people of Boston were
subjected to what they considered a still greater indignity, by
the quartering of soldiers among them, the irritation was such
that but a small degree of forecast was necessary to the percep-
tion of an approaching explosion. The affair at Grays Rope-
Walk, on the 2d of March, increased the mutual exasperation

;and the massacre that followed on the 5th was but the natural
consequence. The first blow was then struck. The town wa.s
thrown into commotion, the drums beat to arms

; and the news
with the exaggerations and embellishments incident to all
occasions of alarm, spread through the country with the rapi-
dity of lightning. Eveiy where, throughout the wide extent
of the old thirteen colonies, it created a strong sensation, and
was received with a degree of indignant emotion, which Veiy
clearly foretold that blood had only commenced flowing ; and
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altlioiigh I'lvo yoars intervened before the demonstration al Lcx-

in<rton, tlien.' were too many nervons jmmis and eloqnent tongues

in (ixcrcisc to al'ow tlioso leelings to snhside, or to sntFer the

noble sjjirit of liberty that had been awakened to be qncnehed.

Snch stirring orations as those of Joseph Warren were not nt-

tered in vain; and so often as the amiivorsary of the 5th of

March returned, were the people reminded by him, or by his

coinj)atriots of kindred spirit—" The voice of your brethren's

" blood cries to you from the ground." Tlie admonition had

its ellecf, and the ri^solutions of vengeance sank deeper and

deeper into tlie hearts of the people, until the fulness of time

should come.

Sir William Johnson was too observing and sagacious a man
not to note the signs of the times. He saw the gathering tem-

pest, and it is believed to have given him great uneasiness.

His sympathies, according to the testimony of those who knew

him, were luidoubtedly with the people. He was from the

body of the people himself, having been the architect of his

own rank and fortunes ; and those wlio were acquainted with,

and yet su' vive him, represent the struggle in his bosom to

have been great, between those symjiathies and his own strong

principles of liberty on the one hand, and his duty to his sove-

reign on the other—a sovereign whom lie had served long and

laithfuUy, and who in turn had loaded him with princely bene-

liictions. His domains in the Valley of the Mohawk were

extensive ; and his influence, through a large number of subordi-

nate ollicers and a numerous tenantry, was correspondingly

great. To the Indians, not only of the Six Nations but those

far in the west beyond, who had fallen within the circle of his

influence after the conquest of Canada and the subjugation of

Pontiac. he had been as a father, and they looked up to him

with veneration. Long association with him, and great respect

for his character—which, from its blunt honesty, frankness, and

generosity, not altogether devoid of that roughness incident to

a border population, was well calculated to secure the attach-

ment of such people— had also given to his opinions the force

of legal autliority among the Colonists. The population, aside

from the Indians, was chiefly Dutch, in the lower part of the

Mohawk Valley; while in the interesting vale of the Schoharie

Kill, and the uppcu- district of the Mohawk, it was composed of
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the d.-scondantsof the Gorman Pulatinatos, who had bonn planted
there fifty years before. It was not ut that p(!riod a very Intel-
ligent population

;
and the name of Sir William, who had been

their friend and companion in peace, and their leader in war,
like that of the King, was a tower of strength. Jt was very
natural, therefore, that their opinions upon "the great political
questions then agitating the comitry, should take their com-
plexion for the most part from those entertained I)y him. Hence,
when the storm of civil war commenced, the Loyalists in that
valley were probably more numerous, in proportion to the whole
number of the population, than in almost any other section of
the northern colonies.

In coimexion with the troubles which every man of ordinary
sagacity could not but perceive were fermenting. Sir William
visited England for the last time in the Autumn of 1773,
returning in f\ o succeeding Spring. Me probably came back
with his loyal feelings somewhat strengthened. It was not
his fortune, however, good or ill, to .see the l)reaking out of
the tempest, the near approaches of which he had been watch-
ing with an intenseness of observation corresponding with the
magnitude of his own personal interests, which mus"t necessa-
rily bo involved, lie died suddenly, at Johnson Hall, on or
about the 24th of June, 1774.

It was reported by his enemies,—or rather by the enemies of
the Crown,-that he perished by his own irand, in consequence
of the clouds which he saw darkening the political sky

; and such
an impression is yet very generally entertained. The tradition
IS, that on the d*ay of his decease he had received despatches
from England, which were handed to him while sittin^r iu
Court, and with which he imniediately left the Court-housJ'and
walked to his own house. These despatches, it was afterward
reported, contained instructions to him to use his influence
with the Indians in behalf of the Crown, in the event of hos-
tilities. Another version of the tradition is, that on the day in
question tip had received despatches from Boston, the complexion
of which, in his own mind, indicated that a civil war was near
and mevit.^ble. In such an event he saw that he must either
prove recreant to his principles, or take part against theCrown

;
and, to avoid either alternative, it has been extensively

s.
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l)eIi«vod timt ho put nil end to his lifi-.* Hut tht-ro is no just

jfrouiul for this iiii(-liuritiihl(! conchisicm. I( is (nu' Ihiit he had,

on tlif I'vcninjj of tin; y 1th, roccivcd (iciNpiUchi's liom Mnssa-

chnsotts, tho tenor of whicli, hy oxfitciiKMil, iniiy hiivc hasten-

ed the malady to wliirh his system was ])redispose(l. It was a

hiisy (hiy at Johnstown. 'I'lie (Circuit Court was in session,

at which, however, Sir Wilham was not present, heinjr en^jrajred

in Ijokiim,'' a li' aty with some of the Six Nations. Fn tho

course of his speech to the Indians on that occasion, h(! alluded

to tlio despatches ho liad received, and stated to tluMu tliat

troul)les were hreuinij hetween the Ameri. ,ins and th(«ir Kin}>

— advisin;;- Iheui not to ahandon the cause of the latter, who
had always heen l)enevoleiit and kind to them. "Wiiatever

may ha|>pen," said tlio Haronet, "you must not he shaken out

of yonr shoes."!

In the adernoon of that day Sir William was taken with n

lit. Colonel .h)hnson, his son, wasahsenl at the Old I'ort di.s-

tant nine miles. An exprcs.s was sent for him. and, mountiiij,^

a fleet Mnglish hlood horse, he rode for the Hall with all j)ossi-

hle ha.sie. His horso fell dead when within three (piarters of

a mile of tiie house, having run upward of eiyht miles in fifteen

minutes. The Colonel hired the horso of some one stnndin"

hy, and pushed forward to the Hall. On entering the room,
he found his father in the arms of a faitld'ul domestic, who at-

tended u])on his person. Ih; spoke to his jiarent, hut received

no answer ; and in a few minutes aOerward the Hnronct ex-

jiiredt— of apoplexy, heyond a douht. This was early in the

eveninir- Whiles the judges of tho Court were at supper in the

village, one mile distant, a young Mohawk Indian entered their

apartment and announced the event.

Sir William was succeeded in his titles and estates by Iiis

• Mr. Cniiiplu'll, in l\is "Annuls," fuvora tliis opinion, lie Hays—"There in

•umething atill niVBtcriona ronncctnd witli liis dentil. Ilr liiid liprn out lo Eri'dnnd,

and rotiiriiod tlic prcviims Spriiii:. Diirin-i a viHJl wliicli iio tnadc sliortly ufteiwnid

to Mr. Cani])l)ell, an intimate friend of liis at Selicni^etady, the conversation turned

upon the subject of tlic disputes hctwecn tlie Colonies and the Moflier Country.

Ho then said, he should never live lo see them in n state of open lear."—.4nn. p. 18.

t MS. statement of a gentleman whoso father was with Sir William that morning,

and was present nt the Indian Council.

X MS. statement of Colonel William Footer, in possession of the autlior. Col. F
M yet living fMay, 1937.;

.^4
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son, Sir John .Tohnson
;
but the reins of authority, as (ien.ra!

Sn,,ern,teM,lant of the Jn.hau Depart.nent, (i,|| in,,, tf.e hands
ol l.esonn.-huvof S.r VV.ihmn, C.lnnel (iuy .lohnson, who
';""""='";;;;'."""" « "<• Assistant, ..r Deputy of the old

J{aro,.et I h.s oihcer was assisted hy Colonel Darnel Clanswho had hk<.w.Ne married a dau^diter of Sir VVillian.. On ,!„:
decease o( h.s lather, Sir .loin. «Iho m.cceeded to hi« post «,s
Mujor (ieneral ol the militia.

Oftho early hie of Sir John .Fohnson not mneli is knownHe was not as po,,nlar as his father, being less social, and less
«c<|i"t.i.t..d with human nature ana the springs of human
action. He accompanied his father on .some of his warlike ex-
peditions, however, and prohahly saw cons.derahle service
Soon alter the termination of the French war, he was sent l.y
us lather at the head of a small .expedition, to the Mohawk can-tonolOghkwaga, tu arrest a(V.ptain Mull, ,aul some other
tnalcoulents and disalli.^ted Indians, who wen= char-^ed with
being engaged m an elfort to enlist the Six Nations m a war
against some other In.lians, or possibly to win them over to the
dosignsol I'ont.ac. J.-or ,|.i,s p„rp,,„ yonng Johnson had «choice corps ol men placed under his command, most of whomhad served with the Haronet against the French. I fe had alsoa detachment ol Indians with him. The expe.lition was ar-ranged somewhat with a view of display -fi.r' the purpo as
t was conjectured, ol g.v.ug eclat to the young comman I r
rheenterpn,sewassucces.sfnl-nnll and his ,„lherents w rotaken, and brought m irons to Johnstown. Fro,,, thence hevwore sent to Albany and iinprisone<l for a time, b t .! :i'^subsoquoiuly discharged. Hefore the Itevohitio;, commen c

Sir John married Miss Mary Watts, of the city of Nevv-VorkV

wever.
Tl,c successors of Sir Willi,,.,, J„l„„„„ did i,„, h„,,,.,,, ^,

B,.. U,ey nevertheless de,iv„,l c.«„.i„| aid ,„,„ . ml nolly'"

Tlifiaiitlior has found miiclidifTionltv in iif(,.mr.i;„„. i.
Phy of this pUc. It i» now gon..rally w •.,:. 3'""

.t r"""'
'"' "''>'"

nal, oftho Il,.volutionit «.. ,HI.,.d 0„ ",, =n,
'" "'" C-on.-roH.onal jour-

o^,..a,a which o.,.o,;;, ,.. ^^a!;: I;:;; .^r'-
"'->^ "- it

t S«ter to a.u late venerublo John Watts, who dio-J in He^u.^^r, >938.

i*.
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who was a woman of talents as well as tact, and possessing

great iiilhionco an:ong the Indians, wlio were her own people.

M )lly was in turn aided by the coinisuls and exertions of her

brotlier, Joseph Thayendanegea, who liad been much in the ser-

vice of Sir William during the latter years of his life, and who,

on tli(! death of the Uaronet, was advanced to the post of Secretary

of Guy Johnson. Tiiese gentlemen, however, (Sir John John-

son, Guy Johnson, and Colonel Clans,) living in great splen-

dour, at, and in the neighbourhood of Johnstown, and thus allied

with tlio family of a powerful Mohawk sachem, were still ena-

bled to exert a decided influence, especially among the Indians.

They were likewise in close ottici,'! and political alliance with

Colonel John Butler, an opulent and influential gentlemati of

that county, and his son Walter N. Butler—names rendered

memorable, if nothing worse, by association with certain bloody

transactions, which will be developed in the progress of the pre-

sent volume.

But, notwithstanding all their influence—and no family in

America had ever been regarded with greater deference by the

surrounding population than that of the Johnsons—they were

not long in discovering that the principles now openly avowed

in Massachusetts, could not be confined wnhin the limits of thai

colony, or even of New England. Though less openly pro-

claimed, yet as the waters of a fountuin ooze through the earth

imseen until they have gathered force enougii to break the

surface and gush forth, so was it with tliO principles of Liberty

sent abroad by "the Boston rebels," as they worked their way
u|) the valley of the jAIoliawk

;
and the snccjssors ol' Sir Wil-

liam Johnson were not long in discovering, that although they

could still count among their retainers a large number of ad-

herents, the leaven of civil liberty had nevcrtluilcss been more
deeply at work than they had de.'ired, or probably supposed.

The celebrated " Boston Port Bill," enacted in consequence of

the destruction of the tea in that harbour in 1773, had gone nito

operation only a month preceding the death of Sir William
;

and in the next month subsequent to his decease, a public meet-

ing was held in the Palatine district, warmly seconding the

proposition of Massachusetts for the assembling of a general

Congress, for nnitual consultation and t'ounsel in the existing

posture of the political affairs of the ([Colonies. The original

is

-4, .
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draft of the proceedings of that meeting is yet in existence, in
the hand-writing of Col. Christopher P. Yates -a patriot \\^•^
eniljarked early in the s(rug<r|e, and served to the end. They
breathed the genuine spirit of freedom, and as a declaration of
rights, are well entitled to a place among the finvid papers of
that day, which were so powerful in their operation upon the
pia)hc niMid. After setting fbrth the concern and sorrow felt
by the meeling, at the shutting up the port of ({oston, and the
tendency of the acts of Parliament (or raising a rev. luie in the
American Coloni. s, w.ueh they held to be an abridgment of
the privileges r the peo;!';-, the meeting resolved : Lst Tliat
they recognised th, King, their lawfulsovereign, would bear
true faith and alkv . nice tr aim, and would, witlaheir lives and
fortunes, support a- maintain liim on the throne of his ances-
tors, and IhaJHst dependence of the Colonies upo/i the crown
of Great Britain. 2(1. That they considered it tluir greatest
happiness to be governed by British laws, and would pay cheer-
ful submission to them, as far as they could do so, consistently
with the security of the Constitutional rights of EiHdish sub-
jects, " which were so sacred that they could not permit them
to be violated^ 3d. That all taxes without their own consent
or the consent of their representatives, were unjust and uncon'
stitutional; and the acts of Parliament upon the subject were
denounced, as obvious encroachments upon the rights and li-
berties of British subjects. 4th. That the act closing the port
01 Boston was arbitrary and oppressive to tho inhabitams, whom
they considered to be suffering in the , .minon cause. 5th
That they would unite with their bretliien elsewhere in re-
levmg the necessities of tho suffering poor in Boston, and m
any thing tending i,, support our rights and liberties." 6th

Approving of the calling of a general Congress, and of the five
members who had already been appointed by their brethren of
New-York. 7th. That they would abide by such regulations
as might be agreed upon by the said Congress. 8th. Appoint
ing a committee of correspondence for that district,* and recom-
mending the other districts of the county to do the same
The Congress met in Philadelphia m September, 1774, and

after adopting a declaration of rights, and setting forth wherein
Christopher P. Yato3, laaac Paris, and John F.ro>,

c
If 41
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those ricrhts had been violated, they agreed upon an address to

the King, exhibiting the grievances of tlie Colonies, and praying

for his Majesty's interposition for their removal. An address

to the people of British America was likewise adopted, together

with an appeal to the people of Great Britain, as also a letter

to the people of Canada.* The Congress then adjourned to

meet again in May, 1775. The papers put forth from that

aucmst assembly had a powerful effect upon the pubhc mmd.

They were also highly extolled by Lord Chatham m the

House of Peers, who declared, that " In all his reading and ob-

"servation-and it had been his favourite study-for he had

"read Thucydides, and had studied and admired the master

"states of the world-for solidity of reasoning, force of saga-

"city, and wisdom of conclusion, under such complication of

"circumstances, no nation or body of men could stand ift

" preference to the General Congress at Philadelphia, t

The Provincial Assembly of New-York was the only le-

gislature in the Colonies that withheld its approbation from the

proceedings of the Congress-the loyalists of that Colony being,

from a variety of causes, more numerous and inficiential than

in any other of the provinces. In the Valley of the Mohawk

they were particularly zealous and active; and the Johnson

family, with their associates, were ceaseless in their efforts to

divert the revolutionary spirit, which was but too obviously

abroad. . ,

But like the bitter plant in the vegetable pharmacopoGia, the

principles of liberty only thrive more rapidly beneath a pres-

sure and the sp.;k which had been struck in the Palatine

district thev not only found it impossible to extinguish, but a

measure of' their own adoption had theeffectof kindling it into

a blazo-and, once kindled, the fire of liberty is as inextmguish-

able as the Greek.

In Massachusetts, however, other menacmg measures be-

sides the passage of resolutions, were adopted toward the close

of 1774 Governor Gage having issued writs for the holdmg

of a Gtmeral Assen.bly, in October, afterward counterman led

TV
•

R. H. Lee wrnto ilio address to \Ue American people, and Mr. Jay that to

Ihe people; of Oreut Britain.

t Parliamt lary Regiistcr,
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the writs by proclamation. But the new members, to the
number of nmety, maintaining the illegality of the proclama-
tion, met notwithstanding. Neither the Governor, nor any
substitute, appearing to complete their organization, thev
formed themselves into a Provincial Congress, and adjourned to
Concord. From Concord, after some collisions with the Go-
vernor, they removed to Cambridge

; andinth course of their
sittmgs measures were adopted for the public defence, and the
organization of minute men, to the number of twelve thousand
Connecticut and New Hampshire were requested to auoment
the number to twenty thousand. Governor Gage complained
bitterly that the edicts of this Congress were imphcitly obevrd
throughout the country. Before the year had expired, a royal
proclamation was received, prohibiting the exportation of mili-
tary stores to America. This document caused general indicr.
nation. In Rhode Island and New Hampshire the people at
once seized upon the arms and ordnance in their public places
and garrisons, and other corresponding measures were adopted
by the Colonial authorities. In the more Southern provinces
signs of jealousy and discontent began to be more unequivo-
cally manifested. A meeting of the military officers of Vir-
ginia, under Lord Dunmore, was held, at which resolutions
professing loyalty and looking rebellion, were adopted. The
Provincial Congress of Maryland approved of the proceedings
of the General Congress

; and in South Carolina, Judo-e Day-
ton m a memorable charge to a Grand Jury at Camden, set the
ball in motion in that Colony. Doctor Franklin, being in Lon-
don, was required to attend a meeting of the Committee for
Plantations, to whom had been referred the petition of the
Massachusetts Assembly for the removal of Governor Hutch
aison and Lieutenant-Governor Oliver. He supported the
petumn, and was, the day after, dismissed by the Crown from
the office of postmaster for the Colonies.

It may readily be conceived that an excitement thus increas-
ing from day to day, and thus rapidly extending the circle ofus influence, would not long be confined to measures of re
monstrance and petition. Most unfortunate was it, therefore
that, just at this conjuncture, while all sagacious men saw by
the shadows what erents were coming, and all good men were

I
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familiar with the name of LoGA^, the ctlcuraieu

^^Thewars and thi conquests of the Si:c Nations had been the

Lon<r these was the family of Logan, the son of Shd dUrnus^

Snc ished Cayucra sachem, who had removed from the

l^Z^tl^^ Ss own tnbe, to Suamokm, or CancsU.g>.

ITtl^the borders of Pennsylvania, where he executed the

dut^^s of principal chief of those of the Six Nations res, uig on

fhe Susquehanna. He was a man of consequence and human-

tvironTof the earliest to encourage the introduction of

SirisUanUy by Count Zinzendorf. He was a gr-. fnend to

SrSrldW^ Logan, who accompanied Wdham Penu

* Mingo, Mengwo, Maquas, and Iroquois, are all only different na.nes applied

to the Six Nations.
4„niniiq rnnnassaUso, and is known in

my, and Shkk Cdmy^—Ih-ake.
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Lo,jr,.n had removed from his father's lod... a^ Shamokin ..file Sliavvanese couiitrv on tl.P Oh;. ,
^\ «- ^Hamokm to

chief IIo w.s a ZZ Z ,
'

'^'''''' ^' ^'^^'^ ^'''^^^'^ ^

J'^rr::i:::^t.::s:rf ««^ 8-d a„a j„s.

following narrative • 1 h ,
^''' '^'" "PP^''^^ "' ^'^^

near the Ohio river worp r^M i
* *"^ "^ exploinig huids

. .0 la„J-j„bl,e,, ,,^ Captain M.cLel Cre
' "

aT, "i
'."^

dopredaliou upon Iheir D-onp,<v „.,«:, "^^ ^'''." =J ". .he

anJ i,i. P"..y de,ennn,elJ L rrtrfh:",'";"'
°'""'*

ai.t inve,..^s».ion, and iriesnec L ""' '"'"'

.|.e guiu oAnnoc^co of iroC;::;,,;"!':;/.
.^i.-''^^'the same day, faUino- ill with tur T r ^

^"""''J ""atl^- On

di.u.s enoao.ped a. ^^o msZ^ ^C^JZo/u'' °' '""

7" °f ^^"""'-a '1.0 wlJto l,a,-ba,-ia ^ocdcd ,:,'?"','
i.r.er w,u,„ng the confidence of the sons of ,1!;/

'

'""'

loMdcd friendship, ftii upon -n.d 1!!

,

'"""' '''' I"'-

".....l.or, unK,n. Lou/r" " 1 '

n,"";" •?™'" "f "-i'

niaifs friend-Lo..an •
* "'° '"'"">' °' ""= "''ilc

Apaityol Indians, assembled on the oppo.
• D,)<I,Iridire, in his History of the Fn,Il.,n vv

puted then w. ever add.cj, .^ .^"Si; tuh'
"" "^-"""^^ ^^ '"^ "-

s mnocent, ev.,n of a c...n„„ .„,;.,„>.. _. "''" ""^ "-'I'"" »vas false, andt comparatively minor tres|:lliISS,

... ,1

iiiq.i

i

•ff?-

I'll

s
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site bank of the river, having heard of the murders committed

by Cresap, determmed to avenge their death, of which resohi-

tion Greatliouse was admonished by a friendly squaw, who ad-

vised him to escape, while he was recoimoitring for the purpose

of ascertaining their numbers. He had crossed the river with

thirty-two men under his command, and secreted them for the

purpose of falling upon the Indians ;
but linding that they were

too strong for him, he changed his plan of operations, re-crossed

the river, and, with a show of friendship, invited them over to

an entertainment. Without suspicion of treachery the Indians

accepted the invitation, and while engaged in drinking—some

of them to a state of intoxication—they were set upon and

murdered in cold blood. Here again, lell two more of the

family of Logan—a brother and sister, the latter being in a

situation of peculiar delicacy. The Indians who had remained

on the other side of the river, hearing the noise of the trea-

^ cherous attack, flew to their canoes to rescue their friends.

This movement had been anticipated ;
and sharp-shooters, sta-

tioned in ambuscade, shot numbers of them in their cai:oes,

and compelled the others to return.

These dastardly transactions were enacted on the 24th of

May. They were soon followed by another outrage, which,

though of less magnitude, was not less atrocious in its spirit,

while it was even more harrowing to the feelings of the Indians.

The event referred to was the murder, by a white man, of an

aged and inoffensive Delaware chief named the Bald Eagle.

He had for years consorted more with the white people tlian

his own, visiting those most frequently who entertained luin

best. At the time of his murder he liad been on a visit to the

fort at the North of the Kanhawa, and was killed while aiotie,

paddling his canoe. I'lie man who committed the murder, it

was said, had been a sufferer at the hands of the Indians
;
but

he had never been injured by the object upon whom lie wreaked

his vengeance. After tearing the scalp from his head, the

white savage placed the body in a sitting posture in tlie canoe,

and sent it adrift down the stream. The voyage of the dead

chief was observed by many, who supposed him living, and

upon one of his ordinary excursions. Wiien. however, the

deed became known, his nation were not slow hi avowals of

1774.]
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we"? tHh '''"'"^ ^-sperated, at about the same th.e

woods fro a /e oTio toZ ''''!? ''""' '^^^'•^" ^"''^^^ ^'^^

dred .niles.t
^"^' " '^'''^"^^ ^^ "^'"^'^ Ave hun-

wh!to;:sr:^V'"' "^^^^^ °"^^^^-' p-p^^-^ed b,

diun vva t^li rad : J^ff co.mencen.ont of an In'

-null pany of onl eM, t "'"''^
^^'Y

L«-^^"' -^^-' -ith a

-..pieteVrrtrrL'^fr^^
^^'"'^""^-^' -^^^

• of men, women -ind .h M /?
^""'"'*^^' ^''"'^^ "»'»'^«rs

of putting prisoners toZ tot "e sTft" T""' ^
" ^'^^^^^^

instance, he so instrnrforlV ' / '
^'"^ ''""^d" ^^ «»«

Jot, as to ena I "t' rl a^rr; T^' ^^ "" ^^^ ^'^•-^

my. In another caslw h hi^ I T'^'"^=
'''''^'^''^ i""

which bound a utisonV7',i 7'' '''"'^ '^^ ^'^^^''^d the cord

taken
.-y th^GoVer o o ylrtinTS 0^^'^'^ "T

""'^^-

of between two and tF.rPP
' >'"''^' ^°'*^ Dunmore, with a force

tl^ese Provi. IdrmosTr fl

' T"'
^'^^'^^ ^""dred ol

ch.valry VirgmirconJfr^ "^"^h of the

to the command rGe'erTf '^' ^"'"^^' ^^^^^ ^"--^^<^d

to march d™^f^ S^ p,f"'T "^7"'^ ""' ^"^'^"^^^-"«

Kanhawa; whi e hiflo dsh ' V^' '"°"'^ ^^' "^« ^^^^^

was to cro sTirOhio °[ ^P'r"'''^^"^^^*h ^^^ ^'^ht win,^

diun townTiP tl^ ear 'f
'^ " '""^' "^' '^" "P°» *he I„^

plained, alth ug , r'aus^oVsr"
""" -^-^-torily ex-

there was a failure of tre ex '^^^^^^^^

controversy . rhe time,

Lord Dunmore. ^ co-operation on aie part of

i M-CIung, as cited by Drake. +„. "
1 Andrew Lewis wa« in e^^t i ,

• «eckewe!der.

ot the ,.ivi.on. aid a?:; .
"
\ l^^^J ^^ '^^- '" 'ho chief co^.and

designated as a Genoral by courtesy a'dJnrh
' ''''° " "'^"''^' '^« '"'« ^een

maader fmn, tho otl.er coloneL
^' P"""''"'" of distinguishing the com.
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General Lewis commenced his march on the 1 1th of Sep-

tember. His ..'oursc was direct, tliroiigh a tracliless wiidcruess,

one liimdred and sixty miles; over which ;ill the •.tfppli'^' J
the army were necessarily to be traiisportid on pack-horses.

The march was very '^low and tedi.ms—ocLupyius; aineteon

days. Arrived at or near the jnnctir.ti of the Kaiiliawa witii

the Oliio, Lewis waited eio;lit or nine days to obtain I'dmgs

from I-ord Dnnmore, but lienrd not a sylla'uc.

Early on tho morningof the lOtli ot October. 1 wo of Lewis's

scoiU-r, who were about a mile in advance, wcvc fired upon by i:

laru-: bi»dy of Indians; one o( the scouts was lulled, and tiie other

escaped, i.v c.aii) with liie intelligence. It was yet half an hour

lo sunriw. and instaut dispositions were made to move forward

and attack Just as the sun was rising, the Indians, who were

advauciu;.: upon a like errand, were met, and an engagement

ensued, which continued with greater or less si Vi?rity through

the day. The Virginians had bivouacked upon a point of land

between the two rivers, giving the Indians an important advan-

iage of poshiou, inasmuch as, if defeated, retreat would be im-

po'ssible for the former, while the latter could fly at their plea-

sure. But such was not the purpose of the Indians. Their

numbers have been variously stated, from eight to fifteen hun-

dred, consisting of Shawanese, Delawares, Mingocs, Wyandots,

Cayugas, and several other tribes, led in chief by Logan, assist-

ed by°other celebrated chiefs, among whom were Cornstock^

Ellenipsico, (his son,) and the Red Eagle.

The onset was impetuous upon both sides. Colonel Charles

Lewis led the right of the Virginians, and was in advance.

He fell almost at the first fire, mortally wounded, and shortly

afterward expired— having walked back to his own camp.

The Virginians, like the Indians, sought every advantage by

fighting from the shelter of trees and bushes ;
but in the first

part of the oigagement the advantages were with the Indians,

and two of the Virginia regiments, after severe loss, .especially

in officers, were compelled to give way. Colonel '' ming, who

commanded the left, though severely wounded i: jeginuing

of the actio;: vtwo balls through his ar" and . : iher through

the breast, i
' sly kept the field for som iui'w, cheering his

men, and,'urgmg them not to lose an incl ••'' ground, directed

theia to outflank tlie enemy. But the aj^sautl of the Indians
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was Vigorous and their fire so severe tliat tl.n h^ft n .,

into tlie aclioi,, bv which l^, „I,T ° ' "'"^ '''-wlation

day >rere mnovZ T l,

^ ""voKut ihc Ibrinnes oC the

The Indians inade a valiant stand at their breast-work d.fenduig then- position until nearly nioht-fall vTZl ,
'

protect, but deep wrongs to av.>n.ro ^\Z
'^"^/'«m^s to

ha. .,„o ,he head of a coward who wa, .acn.,t„gtX^-

ternig fire was kept up most of the time during the dtv Tn

test must be resumed under at least donhf fnl .
' ''""

.n.crpd.e Availing .hemselvcs'o, T.f 1:1,^^1*:upon ihe ba„lc of a creek flowin., i„,o ,|, ' ZTh f
co,„pa„ies passed U,e flank of .he dia nrtst L"" Tand iUlhn, vi,„„,.s,y upon U.eir re^X^Tt^Zlt;
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lines with precipitation. Night came on, and the Indians,

supposing that rein tin-cements of the Virginians had arrived,

fled across tlie Ohio, and continued their retreat to the Scioto.

Tliey liad not tii«' satisfaction of taking many scalps—tlie

bodies of a few str^^gglers only falling nito their possession. In

the olHcial account it was stated that they scal])ed numbers of

their own warriors, to ])revent the Virginians from doing it.

Of those Indians first killed, the Virginians scalped upward of

twenty.* The loss of the Indians was never known. It must,

however, have been severe ; since;, in addition to the killed and

wounded borne away, numbers of tlie slain were thrown into the

river,and thirty-three of their warriors were found dead upon the

field on the following day. The loss of the Virginians was like-

wise severe. Two of their colonels were killed, four captains,

many subordinate officers, and betwem fifty and sixty privates,

besides a much larger number wounded.t

Arrived at Chilicothe, a council of the Indians was convened

to debate upon the question what was next to be done. Corr -

stock, it was said, had been ot)posed to giving battle at Point

Pleasant, but had resolved to do his best on being overruled in

council. 1 hiving been defeated, as he had anticipated, he de-

manded of the council, " What shall we do now ? The Long-

" Knives are coming upon us by ttco routes. Shall we turn

''out and fight them T' No response being made to the ques-

tion, he continued, " Shall we hill all our squaios iud chil-

" dren, and then fight until we are all killed ourselves 7" As

before, all were silent ; Ayhereupon Cornstock struck his toma-

hawk into the war-post standing in the midst of the council,

and remarked with emphasis :
" Since you are not inclined to

''fight, I will go and make jjeace:'t Saying which, he re-

Official Report.

t Doddridge states the numberof killed at 75, and of wounded at 140. In the estl-

mate given in the text, Thatcher has been followed. It is stated by Drake, that a

tratagem was resorted to in this action by the Virginians, similar to one thathad been

practitied in the early New England war of the Indians at Pawtiicket. The Virginians,

concealing themselves behind trees, would hold out their hats f om behind and draw

the fire of the Indians ; the hat being instantly dropped, the Indian warrior who had

brought it down, supposing that he liad killed the owner, would rush foiwnrd to se-

cure the scalp of his supposed victim—nnly to fall beneath an unexpected tomahawk.

J
Doddridge.



45
•J SPEECH OF LOOAN.

paired to the camp of Lord Punmore, who. having descendedtlie Ohio, was now approachinc. the Scioto.
^ '^««'^«^^«d

camp, thut a reluctant obedienco w.^ x»Ld L , °T"

s,™ii,,uj;r„, tS ;,s rz ™"''"'
'°

•"""' °"'^''

•ime. The ch.ef speakeI ZZlu^TT" "' ""^ °'"

stock, wlio did not fail fn .1, .f ,

° '"''"'"' '^'i Corn-

cause „r °ho ,""r eil T ^^
'"'""^ "'"' '"='"8 ""= »lc

IndiansUdreLlTZHS*" P™™"""""^ wl"cl. tl.o

the murders elLi "n thT al ^"'T"»' f°'ce npon

chief W„,seif refused ap^t at ftj : unT'H
™' '""^

vour of ,«ce, but Lis prouTspirit co„ e^ otk tu^T, t

..certain wbethl 'l IXaltrt^T "^f^P"'"'-" '»

This tnessenger ,.as Cota e, Th,? oL '
all"

°'
T"'inore's array, and aftprw..rH / ^^oson, an officer m Dun-

sanction without an eloquent rehea^sl oMT' ^"^ "°""'
ting, in full, the circuLtanJ^ "fThe ^ ifer^fT"''''''-
entire family, to avenge whirl, nJ ,

"""","='^ »f his ow,.

hatchet, H^; eonScetft atrLok „"" *"'"' '" '"^

wood, and a. „s Cose, he ch^Xr^w^JhTbl'V:,:^'!
* Cornstock wag a truly great man Col Wii

interview between the Chief and Lord Dunmo^ 7' ' /'" P"""''"^ "' '^e
bearing on the occasion: " When he Ise^7 '

"^"'^' ''^ '^^ chieftain's

but spoke in a distinct and audible voic v^71;" "" "'" """'''''' ^ '^-"'«d.
pecuharemp.,... His looks, whil Idd J t jrj'"^ ""' ^^'"'

majesfc, yef Ju| and attractive IhZhi ZT """' '^"'^ ^^''"'^ '^"'1

Patrick Hen. --d Richard Henry Loe "uL; / ff "^'"^^ '" ^irgin.a.
of delivery surpassed those of Cornst^k "

'" ' ^'"""^ °"« ^hosepowers
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speech to Lord Duniuurc. wliicli has become familiar wherever

the Eii'.':lisli hmguago is spoken :

—

"I aipcal to any white man to say if he ever entered Lofjan's

cabin hun.ory, and he gave liim not meat; if ever he came cold

and nalved%nd he clothed him not. Durinfi: the course of tlie

last long and bloody war, 1 ai. ,.: . ..ed idle in his cab.n, an

advocate for peace. Such was my love lor the whites, that my

countrymen pointed, as they passed, and said, 'Logan is the

friend of the white men.' I iiad even thought to have lived

with you, but for the injuries of one num. Colonel Cresap, the

last Spring, in cold blood iuid unprovoked, murdered all the rela-

tioiisof Logan, not even spariugmy women and children. There

runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of any living creature.

This called on me for revenge. I have sought it ; I have killed

many ; I have fully glutted my ventreance. For my country,

I rejoice at the beams of peace ; but do not harbour a thought

that mine is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear. He will

not turn on his heel to save his life. Who is there t'. courn

for Logan / Not one."

This speech has ever bt en regarded as one of the most elo-

quent passages in the English language. Mr. Jeiferson remark-

ed of it—" I may cliallenge the whole orations of Demosthenes,

"and of Cicero, and of any more eminent orator, if Ed -ope

" has furnished more eminent, to produce a single passage su-

" perior to it
;" and an Ai lerican statesman and scholar,*

scarcely k illustr- ,usthan he author of this noble eulogium,

has subscribed to that opinion.t

Dc WittClirWii

t Tliatclior's l.ul. Biography. Ilisd i ii.cttiiduurto.Mte, that the authenticity of

this c.-lfbrati'd speccti ims been qiioptionoil. On the first publication of JcflTersoii's

Notes, the relatives and friends of Cresap '"-ido a great outcry against the charL!;e

of his iiaving tiiurdcred Logan's familj. Amoi,g other arguments in Ins defence,

it was contended thai the spee< ' tributed to Logan liad, in substance and ahnos.

in wordei, been delivered to the ;ra! Vsscnibly of Virginia by n sachem named

Lonan, twenty years before tli te a gned to it by Mr. Jefierson. The speech

refern^d to wasiiiseovered in tl. ivcIh ui 'tobin, a Frenchman, who visited the Co-

lonies at an early period of the war of the Revolution. The pa .go stands thus ip

the English translation of "Robin's New Travels in America;" -

"Speech of tiie savage Lonan, in a General Asscmlily, as it was ont to the

Governor of Virginia, anno 1754:

—

" Lonan will no longer oppose making the proposed peace with the white men

You are Bcnsible he never knew w'.iat fear is—that he never turned his back in tlie
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Lord Dnnniorc, it is bdievcd, was sincerely desirous of
.'-.C.3 fro.n >uot.ve.s of I.tnnau.ty, we are ready to believe, al-tl.ougl, wr.ters of less eharUy have attributed his course o amore unworthy feeling. Peace, therefore, was the resn'of the
coiuieil. But U will readily bo conceded that the Indian wa-
.
or. could not hav. retired to their respective tribes and homes,
it! any feehngs of particular friendship toward the white nmn.Ou the contrary, the pain of defeat, and the loss of the warriorswool, were causes of irritati.ig rellection, ni addition to theo guml and grievous wrong they had suffered at the hands of

h Z/;t """^''^.""r-
"'" ^'^ ^^"'""«' - - confederacy,

had not taken part m the war of the Virginia border
; but ,nany

of the.r warriors were engaged in it, especially the Cayu-ms towluch nation Logan belonged, and the warriors of the Si^ N^
ions coloimed on the banks of the Susquehanna and its tribu-
ary the Sluunokin. These, u may be reasonably n.lerred, re-
turned from the contest only to brood longer over tiieir accu-
mulated wrongs, and in a temper not over-inclined to cultivate
lie most anucable relations with the Colonies. In one word
the t..nper of.' the whole Indian race, with the exception of the
(Jneidas, was soured by these occurrences of tlie year 1774 ;—

a

duy hattl... No one has more love for .ho whito ,non than I have. Th. war we'"
/'": ""-'"' '•"« '"•«" '°"^ « I""<ly on both «i,les. Rivers of blood haverun oa .11 par,., and y-t no pod ha.s nsult.-d therefrom to any. I once Llrep Itn-let us be at peace w.th these .nen. I wdl forget our injurL

, the int^est flcoua ,y demands ,t. I w.ll forgot-but .hHlcult, indee.l, is the ask - Yc-s w Uforge .at Major__ cruelly and inlunnanly murdered, in their canocrmv w"

"

my ch,!dren, my father, my mother, „„d all ,„y kindre.l. This roused m To de So vengeance
! , was cruel ,n de., ,3 of n.yself. I w,II d.econtent ,r n,;"o ntlon

=
m ,re at pe,,ce. But when 1

, ,nun shall ho no more, who, alas! w.llC^^ Jto til,- memory ol Lonan ? " 1 ,
as. w.ii f rop n luir

If the d.te to this speech be the true one, there is an end to the claim „ "

LoaanBu the resemblance „, many manuscripts, between the figures 4 and 7 is so Zoas o mduce a behef. (
1

>,-. ISarton's Jour,.al of ,SOS to the contrary not v h!t2 n")that the error ,.,ay have been .nade by the Kn-dish tmnsl.tor Tb ^ •

strengthened by the siniilarity betwee.^he na-..^ ^veH^'RiiJ''"';
''"'•

'?

ror of the Frenchman, when writing the identical storv of Lo>r„n r„ ,1 r
his investigatmns, xMr. Jeffer.on was fu.nished with ^uot. „°

,/ u T "'"""' "^

sent to a wl.uo sottlemenr, attach. <I to a a - uT ly 1, m
"

,' r
"'""' ""'

Heckewelder also says the speech wa, auth ,. ^ [o^b f' r",
" T n"""""For n.y part I am convin.'d that it was do v ,«1 n.

'""' "'"' "'''" ^~

with thlH only difTerence, that it posIL tr T ' " "•"'" "'""'' '" "''
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most iinfortiinnto oircumstnnco, since events were then follow-

ing ill rapid succession, which within a twelveninnth rendered

the f'riendshi of tiie nations not only desirable, hut an object

of vast irn|)ortance.

But before the dircict narrative leading to those events is re-

sumed, it may be well to end the melancholy tale of Logan,

" which can be dismissed with no relief to its gloomy colours,"

After the peace of Chilicothe he sank into a state of deep mental

depression, declaring that lile was a torment to him. He be-

came in some measure delirious ;* went to Detroit, and there

yielded himself to habits of intoxication. In the end he became

a victim to the same ferocious cruelty which had already ren-

dered him a desolate man. Not long after the treaty, a party

of whites murdered hiui as he was returning from Detroit to

his own country .t

* Allen's Biog. Die. t Thatcher

: :t
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CHAPTER III.

;:: ff ;1

Unyieldino cmmn of tho parent Government—EfTorts of dm Pnri nf ri,».k.»,
vaH,n.-A.ldr..Mo thc^Crown fron. New.Y;rrL:iSliLS':!,sZr

^..-.v, ,,, „.u juMiisons nmong llieir rctnmers— Intriaiici .viif, tlie ln.li«,w-_.

-iSr Mr^'K.'^rr T,r-co-«p..ndenco wr.h the^siLtKiir,';:;,':-
i,,t uf.r 10 Mr. IVirkliituI—His rernovn by Guv Jo inaon—NpiitralTtv „C tJ.o

0..ewl„«_l„tcrc.;ptcd despatch from Brant^o the SaLAS

TiiR parent government did not relax its coercive measures
notwithstanding the efforts of the Earl of Chatham, now venera-
ble for his years, who, after a long retirement, returned once more
into public life, to interpose his eloquence and liie influence o{
his great name in befialf of the Colonies. His lordship's ad-
dress to the King for the removal of tho troops from Boston
vva5 rejected by a large majority. His conciliatory bill was'
also rejected.. On the 20th of January, Messrs. Boiland,
1- ranklin, and Lee, the Committee from the Colonies, charcred
with presenting the petition of the Continental Congress Ibr a
redress of grievances, brought the subject before the House of
Commons, and alter an angry debate they refused to receive it
by a decisive vote. Meantime bills were passed, by large ma
jonties, restraining all the thirteen Colonies, exceptino- only
New-York, Delaware, and North Carolina, from the prosecu
tion of any foreign commerce other than with Great Britain
and her dependencies. The Eastern States were likewise ex-
eluded from the fisheries of Newfoundland. But notwith-
standnig that, from motives of policy. New-York had been
thus excepted from the restraining law, its local legislature was
at the same time en-aj:ed in preparing a memorial to the
Crown for a redress of -riev,' aces -a fact which the ministers
soon learned, and not without mortification. The New-York
address was a strong denunciation uf the measures of the
Government toward the Colonies, and an energetic appeal for
redress. " We feel," said they, -^ the most ardent desire to pro-
mote a cordial reconciliation witli the parent state, which can
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.*.

be rtndored permanent and solid only by ascertaining the line

of Parlimrientary authority and American freedom, on just,

equitable, and constitutional grounds. * * * From the ye^.r

1GS3 till the close of the late war, they had enjoyed a legisla-

ture consistingof three distinct branches, a Governor, Council, and

general Assembly ;
under which political frame the representa-

tives had uniformly exercised the right of their own civil go-

vernment, and the administration of justice in the Colony. It

is, therefore, with inexpres.sible grief that we have of late

years seen measures adopted by the IJritisii Parliament, subver-

sive of that constitution under wliich the good peojile of this

Colony have always enjoyed the same rights and privileges, so

hio-hly and deservedly prized by their fellow-subjects of Great

Britain." Adverting to the essential privilege of trial by a

jury of the vicinage, they " view with horror the construction

of the statute of the 35th of Henry the VIII. as h<;ld up by the

joint address of both houses of Parliament in 17ti9, advising

his Majesty to send for persons guilty of treasons and ..nispri-

sions of treasons, in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, ia order

to be tried in England ;" and they "are equally alarmed at the

late acts, empowering his Majesty to send persons guilty of

offences in one colony, to be tried in another or within the

realm of England." They complain of the act of 7th of

Georo-e the III. requiring the legislature of this Colony to n'.ake

provision for the expense of th o troops quartered among them
;

ofthe act suspendingtheir legislative powers till they should have

conmlied; and of the duebec act ; considering themselves as

interested in whatever may affect their sister Colonies ;
tliey can-

not help feeling for the distresses of their brethren in Massa-

chusetts, h-om tiie operation of the several acts of Parliament

passed relative to that province, and earnestly remonstrating in

their behalf. " We claim," said tiiey, " but a restoration of those

rights which we enjoyed by general consent before the close of

tlie last war ;
we desire no more than a continuation of that

ancient government to which we are entitled by the principles

of the British constitution, and by which alone can be S(!cured

to US the rights of Englishmen." The address was presentea

to the House of Commons by Mr. Burke, but was never called up.*

• Holmes's Annals.
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ccedins^s was drawn up, and advantage taken of the gatheruig

of the people at a Court holden in Johnstown, to obtain signa-

tures. The discussions ran h.gli upon the subject, but the

movers in the aifair succeeded in obtaining the nanits ot a

majority of tlie Grand Jurors, and the greater portion of tlie

magistracy of the County.

The Wliigs in attendance at tlie Court were indignant at

this proceedure, and on returning to tiicir respective homes,

connnuuicated their feeUngs to those of their neighbors who

had embraced kindred principles. Public meetings were called,

and comnuttees appointed in every district, and sub-committeeu

in almost every liamlet in the County.* The first of these

public meetings was held at the house of John Veeder in

Caughnawaga. It was attended by about three hundred peo-

ple, who assembled, unarmed, for the purpose of deliberation,

and also to erect a liberty-pole—the most hateful object of that

day in the eyes of the loyalists. Among the leaders of the

Whigs on that occasion, were Sampson Sammons, an opulent

farmer residing in the neighbourhood, and two of his sons,

Jacob and Fukperick. Before they had accomplished their

purpose of raising the emblem of rebellion, the proceedings

were interrupted by the arrival of Sir John Johnson, accompa-

ni^d by his brothers-in-law. Colonels Clans and Guy Johnson

together with Colonel John Butler, and a large number of tlieii

retainers, armed with swords and pistols. Guy Johnson mount-

ed a high stoop and harangued the people at length, and with

The County of Tryon then inclsuled all the Colonial settlements West and

South-west of Schenectady. It was taken from Albany County in 1772, and named

in honour of William Tryon, then Governor of the Province. In 1784 the name

was changed to Montgomery. When formed, it embraced all that part of the

State lying West of a line running North and South, nearly tlirough the centre of

the presenT County of Schoharie. It was divided into five districts, which were

again subdivided into smaller districts or precincts. The first, beginning at the

East, w.is the .Mohawk district, embracing Fort Hunter, Cuuglmawnga, Johnstown,

and Kingsborouijh. Ciinajoharie district, embracing the present town of that

name, wiTh all the country South, including Cherry Valley and Harpersfield, Pala-

tine district Ncrth of the river, and including the country known by the same name,

with Stone Arabia, &.c., and German Flatts and Kingsland Districts, being then

the most Western settlements, and the former now known by the same namo. The

county buildings were at Johnstown, where, as before mentioned, was ihe residence

of Sir William Johmon.—CampbeWa AnnaU.
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impressive sanctions of religion. The orator of the occasion

was an Indian interpreter by the name of Thomas Spencer,

iie was rnde of speech, but forcible ; and, warming with his

theme, spoke with such ^wwer and effect, that the story of his

eloquence yet hves in the annals of tradition.* The result of

this meeting was the adoption of a strong counter-declaration,

condemning the proceedings of tiie loyalists at Johnstown, and

approving, in the most luieqnivocal and solemn terms, of the

proceedings of the Continental Congress.

These proceedings took place early in May. But from a letter

address'^d to the Committee of Salety of Albany, by the Commit-

tee of the Palatine district, on tlie ISthof that month, it appears

that the Johnsons and their powerful confederates in the Mo-

hawk district succeeded, by threats, intimidation, and an array

of military strength, in preventing the adoption of a correspond-

ing declaration by the Whigs. " This County," says the Pa-

latine Committee, "has for a series of years been ruled by one

" family, the several branches of which are still strenuous in

'• dissuading tiie people from comhig into Congressional mea-

" sures, and have even, last week, at a numerous meeting ot

"
tiie Mohawk district, appeared with all their de[)endents armed

" to oppose the people considering of their grievances
:
their

" luimber being so large, and the people unarmed, struck terror

'^ into most of tTiem, and they dispersed." The Conmiittee far-

ther notified their friends in Albany, that Sir John Johnson

was fortifying the Baronial Hall, by planting several swivels

around it ; and he had i)araded parts of the regiment of militia

which he commanded, on the day previous, for the purpose

of intimidation, as it was conjectured. It was likewise reported

that the Scotch Highlanders, settled in large numbers in and

about Johnstown, who were Roman Catholics, had armtid

themselves to the number of one hundred and fifty, ready to

aid ill the suppression of any popular outbreaks in liivor ot

the growing cause of Liberty.

Strong suspicions were early entertained that the Johnsons,

Butlers, and Colonel Clans, were eud..'avouring to alienate tli(^

good-will of the Indians from the Colonists, and prepare them,

in the event of open hostilities, to take up the hatcliet against

And also m Campbcll'3 Annals
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-f

privileges, and to subjugate the Colonies to aibitrary power

From a confidence in your aitnchment to the cause of liberty

and your country, we now transmit to you the enclosed address,

and desire you will deliver it to the sachem of the Mohawk

tribe, to be communicated to the rest of the Six Nations ;
and

tliat you will use your influence with them to join with us in

the defence of our rights ;
but if you cannot prevail with them

to take an active part in this glorious cause, that you will at

least engage them to stand neuter, and not by any means to

aid and assist our enemies : and as we are at a loss for the

name of the sachem of the Mohawk tribe, we have left it to you

to direct the address to him, in such way as you may think pro-

per."

There were at that time dwelling at Stockbridge, in the

western part of Massachusetts, a remnant of the Mohickanders,

or " River Indians " as they were usually called during the

jT-reater portion of the last century, but latterly Stockbridge In-

dians, from their locality. These Indians were the remains of

the Muhhekaneew* of the Hudson river, at the time of the dis-

covery. They came originally, according to their own tradi-

tions, from the far West —even beyond the great lakes. That

such was their original location is supported by the fiict, that

their language was radically different from that of the Narra-

gansetts and New England Indians generally, and also from

tlie language of the Five Nations. Its affinities were allied to

tiie Shawanese and Chippewa, affording farther evidence that

they liad emigrated from the West, crossing the country of the

Del'awares, and establishing themselves on the banks of the Hud-

son, or Mohickannittuck as the North River was called. They

were a powerful tribe at tiie time of the discovery, numbering

a thousand warriors, and inhabiting the country between the

* This is the orthography of Dr. Edwards, who was long a missionary nmon^

them ttt Stockbridge. Ht^ckewdder says thtir proper name was Mahica7ini. It ic

one of the most difficult things in the world to arrive at any thing like system or

certainty in regard to Indian names of persons, places, or things. For instance,

the author has papers before him at the time of writing, in which the River Indians

are .called Moheagans, Mourigans, or MnhMgans, (Frencli,) Mnkickanders, (Dutch,)

Mohicrons, (English,) Moliuccans, Mahickinders, Schalkooks, WabinsnH, .Afuhheal-

wiHuks, and the Moheakounucks ; indeed, it has been the practice of writers of dif-

ferent, and of even tiie same nations, to spell more by the ear than by rule, until ur

Jndian names have been involved in almost inextricable confusion.
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The relations of the St ickbridgc Indians witli tlie Onni.his

had become intimate, and it is very possible that the ne<j;otiatiotis

had oven then commenced lietween tiic two tribes, whicii a i'rw

years ai'terward resulted in the removal of the Stockbridire In-

dians to the Oneida. Be that, however, as it may, when the

troubles began to thicken, the Provincial Congress of Massa-

chusetts sent a message to the StorL'bridge Indians, apprising

them of the gathering tempest, and expressing a desire to culti-

vate a good understanding between them. The Indians, in

return, dispatched Captain Solomon Aiihauniiauwaumut, their

chief sachem, to the Congress, to make a repi v, and on the llth

of April he delivered the following speech :

" Brothers : We have heard you speak by your letter—we

thank you for it—we now make answer.

"Brothers : You remember when you first came over the

great waters, 1 was great and you was little, very small. I then

took you in for a friend, and kept you under my arms, so that

no one might injure you ; since that time we have ever been true

friends ;
there has never been any quarrel between us. But

now our conditions are changed. You are become great and

tall. You reach to the clouds. You are seen all around the

world, and I am become small, very little. I am not so high

as your heel. Now you take care of me, and I look to you lor

protection.

" Brothers: I am sorry to hear of this great quarrel be-

tween you and Old England. It appears that blood must soon

be shed to end this quarrel. We never till this day understood

the foundation of this quarrel between you and the country

you came from.

" Brothers : Whenever I see your blood running, you will

soon find me about to revenge my brother's blood. Although

I am low and very small, I will gripe hold of your enemy's

heel, that he cannot run so flu^i, and so light, as if he had no-

thing at his heels. -

" Brothers : You know I am not so wise as you are, there-

fore I ask your advice in whui 1 am now going to say. I have

been thinking, before you come to acti...n, to take a run to the

westward, and feel the mind of my Indian brethren, the Six

LVations, and know liow they stand—whether they arc on you
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fri«;htened them po much, that tlioy have shut themselves up in

our great town, culled Boston, which they liave made strong.

Wo have now made our hatchets, and all our instruments of

war, sharp and hright. All the chief counsellors, who live on

this side the great water, arc sitting in the grand Council

Mouse in Philadelphia; when they give the word, we shall all

as one man, full on, and drive our enemies out of their strong

ibrt, and follow them till they shall take their hands out of our

pouches, and let us sit in our council-house, as we used to do.

and as our lathers did in old times.

"BuuTHKiis: Though you are small, yet you are wise.

Use your wisdom to help us. If you thiidv it best, go and

smoke your pipe with your Indian brothers toward the setting

of the sun, and tell them of all you hear and all you see
;
and

let us know what their wise men say. If some of your young

men '^l .v.Ud h' ve a mind to see what we are doing, let them

con; down and tarry among our warriors. We will provide

for -
; vhile they are here.

liH iiiERs: When you have any trouble, come and tell it

to us, and we will help you."

•' To Captain Solomon Ahhaunnauwaumut, chief Sachem of

the Mohcakounniick Indians."

These documents have been thus incidentally introdnred,

not only as being connected with the main history, and also as

being interesting in themselves, but in justice to Guy Johnson
;

since, in regard to his own measures of defensive preparation,

he is 'entitled to the benefit of all the facts, going to warrant his

suspicions that an extraneous influence was exerting over the

subjects of his general superintendency ;
and it can hardly be

supposed that he was kept altogether in ignorance, either of

the correspondence with Mr. Kirklaiid or of that with the Stock-

bridge Indians, through whom, probably, the Bostonians were

at the same time holding intercourse with the Six Nations.

These circumstances could not but awaken a lively jealousy, in

regard to the movements of the whue people amonsj the In-

dians under his charge, and especially in regard to Mr, Kirk'-

land. Accordingly, although in the month of February the

superintendent had not been able to effect the removal of Mr.

Kirkland from his station among the Oneidas, he nevertheless
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acco,„p,i,,,ed that ol.ject in the cot.rs. of the Spr..,.. as appears

Xrt:::u;:;:;;~r^
Mh. Kiukland to th. Cummittk. OB- Albany.

•'Gkxt.km..,
"C'^-r.V Jan. 9, 1775.

>".aru mat (^olonol Johnson has ordpr«) fmir, r«

,

remove the flk«..nf,nr, • • .
'^'^ t^'overunient to

f

.nay rcviMn,„,„, „r.„„,J;r, ™::f
™™:'-;'^™"t .l.a.

I l.avo „„ ,le|,o„de„co „, „|| „„ itj, j.,,,^^^^}
' " 7'"'"'

too much opened their eves foT ('n ''f
""^^^'^''^'^'^J ^Jiem, and

confess to you, .enUem, .^ In ^.
"^^'""'^

P'""P^^^'^^- ^

be a trans4s ion T 't
^^ '"'" ^'"">^ «^ ^'^^«. '^ it

the abstraetT'I^d (^m^ t"m
""'

I'"?
'''" ' ^^^ ^^'^^^-'^

contents. I conirnot do
"; '""

'1 "^"" '^"^^^'"^^ ^'^«

thon.rl, in II ,
^ ^'"''"' '"^^^^'ihstandincr mv clothtliongh m all other respects I have been extrnmoN. ,

'• '

to meddle in mutters of a political nat" re
^ T f ""'

'"7 -nterpretin. the doin. of "o L to''' ""f
'"'

their sachems, has doue^niore md St h
' ""'^''''' "^

"onntry, or the cause of tml ^''>"°^ *° 'he cause of the

po„„d,'^;„ pro:,™'™!';,t :"rt!""°'
"'-" "^^ '"^••^
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ceedings of Congress. It was made known to the people of

New England by the following address, transmitted by the

Oueidas to Governor Trumbull, of Connecticut, with a request

that he would cause it to be communicated let the four New

England Colonies:

The Oneida Indians to Governor Trumbull.

" As my younger brothers of the New England Indians, who

have eettled in our vicinity, are now going down to visit their

friends, and to move up parts of their families that were left

beliind—with this belt by them, I open the road wide, clearing

it of all obstacles, that they may visit their friends and return

to their settlements here in peace.

" We Oneidas are induced to this measure on account of the

disagreeable situation of affairs that vvay ; and we hope, by the

help of God, they may return in peace. We earnestly recom-

mend them to your charity through their long journey.

"Now we more immediately address you, our brother, the

Governor, and the chiefs of New England.

"Brothers: We have heard of the unhappy differences

and great contention between you and Old England. We
wonder greatly, and are troubled in our minds.

" Brothers : Possess your minds in peace respecting us In-

dians. We cannot intermeddle in this dispute between two

brothers. The quarrel seems to be unnatural. You are two

brothers of one blood. We are unwilling to join on either

side in such a contest, for we bear an equal affection to both ycu

Old and New England. Should thegreat king of England apply

to us for aid, we shall deny him ; if the Colonics apply, we

shall refuse. The present situation of you two brothers is new

and strange to us. We Indians cannot find, nor recollect in the

traditions of our ancestors, the like case, or a similar instance.

" Brothers ; For these reasons possess your minds in peace,

and take no umbrage that we Indians refuse joining in the

contest. We are for peace.

"Brothers: Was it an alien, a foreign nation, who had

struck you, we should look into the matter. We hope, through

the wise government and good pleasure of God, your distresse.s

may be soon removed and the dark clouds be dispersed.

" Brothers : As we ha?^e. declared for peace, we desire you
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Will hot apply to our Indian brethren in New Enjrland for their
assistance. Let us Indians be all of one mind, and live with
one another; and you white people settle your own disputes
between your.solves.

"B.ioTHKiis
: We have now declared our minds; please to

write to us that wo may know yours. We, the sachems and war-
riors, and PMuaic governesses of Oneida, send ourlove to you
brother governor, and all the other chiefs in New Encrlund"*'
Of an Induui foe Hie inhabitants of Tiyon County entei-

taniod a special dread. In the communication of the Palatine
Coinmittee to that of Albany, therefore, cited a few pa^^es

' back. It was .suggested whether it would not he expedient^o
prevent the sending of powder and ammunition into the Mo-hawk Valley, unless consigned tothe Committee, to be .sold under
their mspeclion. In conclusion, the Committee declared, that,
although .ew in number, they were determined to let the world
see who were, and who were not, attached to the cause of Ame-
rican liberty

;
and they closed by avowin-j their fixed deter-

mi.iation "to carry into execution every thing recommended
by the Continental Congress, and to bo free or die "

'l^hree days alter making this coinmunication to their Albany
brethren, that is to say on the 21st of May, the question
whether Guy Johnson was or was not tampering with the In-
dians m anticipation of hostilities, was solved by an inter-
cepted communication from Thayendanegea to the chiefs of the
Oneida tribe. The letter, written in the Mohawk langua^-e
was found in an Indian path, and was supposed to have be°en
lost by one of their runners. The following is a translation
being the earliest specimen extant of the composition of Brant!

'' Written at Guy Johnson's, May, 1775
• This is your letter, you great ones or sachems. Guy John-

son says he will be glad if you get this intelligence, you Onei-
das, how it goes with him now ; and he is now more certain

* The tron«ktion of tl.is Oneida proclamation of neutrality was made by M,Kirkland, tor Gordon's History of the Revolution U »oo . , fJ

AW St,.,,,,,*,,,, •«„.„. rLMHC'l'LiL r,l* '

""""''"' "'"""'»''
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concerning the intention of the Boston people. Guy Johnson

is in great fear of being taken prisoner by the Bostonians. We

Mohawks are obliged to watch him constantly. Therefore we

send you this intelligence, that you shall know it
;
and Guy

Johnson assures himself, and depends upon your comnig to h.-s

assistance, and that you will without fail he of that opuuon.

He believes not that you will assent to let him suffer. We

therefore expect you in a couple of days time. So much at

present. We send but so far as to you Oneidas, but afterward

perhaps to all the other nations. We conclude, and expect that

you will have concern about our ruler, Guy Johnson, because

we are all united.

" fSio-ned)
" Aren Kannknzaron,

' "^ "Johannes Tegarihogk,
" Deyagodeaghnaweaoh."

" Joseph Brant,
" Guy Johnson's Interpreter^

The surface of this intercepted despatch discloses nothing

more than a desire, on the part of Guy Johnson, to strengthen

his domestic forces for the protection of his personam the event

of any attempt to seiz/^ and carry him away. But the mhabit-

ants allowed him no credit for sincerity. Information I

been received from Canada, through the emissaries sent th.t

by the revolutionaiy leaders in Massachusetts, that secret agents

of the Crown had been sent among the Six Nations, to stir diem

up ao-ainst the Colonies.* Hence the correspondence of the

Massachusetts Congress with Mr. Kirkland crd the Indians

already oiven ; and hence, also, the increasing apprehension ot

the people, that the Indians were to he inflamed and let loose

upon them. Such, consequently, was their distrust of Johnson,

that they neither believed there was any design against his per-

son, nor that he was laboring under any apprehension ot the

kind There is no reason to doubt, however, that Gny John-

son did feel his position co be critical. General Schuyler had

liis eye upon him ; and, beyond question, his every motion was

so closely watched as to make him feel very uncomfortab.e.t

t
" VVa'lch the movements o'the Indian agent, Colonel Guy Johnson, ami prevent,

so fur as vo,. can, the effict, of his influence, to our prejudice, with the Indians. -

Lata- from Washington to Gen. Sc/ntykr, June, 177o.

«M,
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Evidence, indisputable, that such was the fact, is afforded in
the correspondence annexed. The following letter was ad-
dressed, at about the same time, by Guy Johnson to the magis-
trates of the Upper Mohawk settlements :—

*

" (^uy Park, May 20th, 1775.
"Gentlemen,

"I have lately had repeated accounts that a body of New
Entrjanders, or others, were to come to seize and carry awaymy person and attack our family, under colour of malicious
insmuations that I intended to set the Indians upon the people
Men of sense and character know that my office is of the
highest importance to promote peace amongst the Six Nations,
and prevent their entering into any such disputes. This I ef-
fected last year, when they were much vexed about the attack
made upon the Shawanese, and I last winter appointed them to
meet me this month to receive the answer of the Vir<^inians
All men must allow, that if the Indians find their council fire
disturbed, and their superintendent insulted, they will take a
dreadful revenge. It is therefbr<. the duty of all people lo pre
vent this, and to satisfy any who may have been imposed on
that their suspicions, and the allegations they have collected
against me, are false, and inconsistent with my character and
office. I recommend this to you as highly necessary at this
time, as my regard for the interest of the country, and self-pre-
servation, has obliged me to fortify my house, and keep men
armed for my defence, till these idle and ridiculous reports are
removed.

" You may lay this letter before such as are interested in
Ihese matters.

" I am, Gentlemen,

"Your Humble Servant,
" To the magistrates and othera " g. Johnson."
of Palatine, Canajoharie, and
the Upper Districts."*

In view of these letters—the intercepted despatch from Jo.
seph Hrant and others to the Oneidas, and Johnson's letter m
the (;omniittee-the latter body adopted a series of resohi-

Thi3 letter is transcribed from iJu original in tl>e aulhor's possession,
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tions, renowiiiT their expressions of synipnthy for the sufFer-

inos of their brethren in Massachusettsandtlie other Colonies;

declaring: their approbation of the proceedings of the New

England Colonies in the existing crisis
;
denouncing the con-

duct of Colonel Johnson in keeping an armed force constantly

about him, and stopping travellers upon the King's highway,

" as arbitrary, illegal, oppressive, and imwarrantable :" and de-

clnrino- their determmation " never to submit to any arbitrary

« acts of any power under heaven, or to any illegal and unwar

" rantable action of any man or set of men " whatever.

In addition to the before-mentioned intercepted letter, it was

ascertained that already expresses had actually been sent to the

upper tribes of the Six Nations, to invite them down to Guy

Johnson's house. His own domestic army amounted to five

hundred men, and he had now cut off all free communication

between the upper Mohawk settlements and Albany. And al-

though the districts of Palatine, Canajoharie, and the German

Flatts were sanctioning the proceedings of the Continental

Congress with much unanimity, they were in a great measure

unarmed and destitute of ammunition—not having more than

fifty pounds of powder in the districts. Under these circum-

stances, the Committee wrote an urgent letter to Albany, repre-

senting their situation, and suggesting whether it might not be

expedient to open the communication through the lower dis-

tricts of the valley by force. They also advised the sending of

two trusty messengers, well acquainted with the Indian lan-

guage, to the upper nations, to dissuade them, if possible, from

obeying the summons of Guy Johnson, and to enlighten them

in respect of the true nature and causes of the quarrel with the

King's government.

This letter was despatched by express, and the Albany Com-

mittee replied on the following day, advising their friends of

the upper districts that they had no ammunition to spare, and

clissuading them from any attempt to re-open the comnuinica-

tion by force. That project was accordingly abandoned
;
but

the Committee sent four of its members to Albany, to gain

intorniation as to the condition of the country irenerally, and

with instructions to procure a quantity of powder and lead

—

tiie Couiniittee holding itself responsible for the purchase mo-

ney. Meantime they pushed their measures of internal orga-
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nization With great energy and success, establishing siib-com-
miUees wnercver it was expedient, and assumi.ig the exercise oi
Icgisiuuve, judicial, and executive powers. Secret articles for
mutual succour and defence were prepared, and very generally
signed by the Whigs

; and threats having been uttered by Guy
Johnson, that unless the Committees desisted trom the course
they were pursuing, he would seize and imprison certain of
their number, they solemnly bound themselves to rescue any
who might thus be arrested, by force, " unless such persons
should be confined by legal process, issued upon a le-al
ground, and executed in a legal manner."
It is here worthy, not only of special note, but of all admiru-

tion, how completely and entirely these border-men held them-
selves amenable, in the most trying exigencies, to the just
execution of the laws. Throughout all their proceedings, the
history of the Tryon Committees will show that they were
governed by the purest dictates of patriotism, and the hio-hPst
regard to moral principle. Unlike the rude inhabitams of
most frontier settlements, especially under circumstances when
tlie magistracy are, from necessity, almost powerless, the fron-
tier patriots of Tryon County were scrupulous in their devotion
to the supremacy of the laws. Their leading men were like-
wise distmguished for their intelligence; and while North
Carolina ,s disputing whether she did not in fact utter a
declaration of independence before it was done by Con-ress bv
recurrmg to the first declaration of the Palatine Commit'tee
noted in its proper place, the example may almost be said tohave proceeded from the Valley of the Mohawk

Simultaneously with his letter to the magistracy of the up-
per districts, Guy Johnson had despatched another'of the same
purport, but entering more into detail, to the Mayor, Aldermen

wlih^^rTu'''^
'^•'^'' '^''' "^ ^"^""y ^-^"d Schonectady, ofuhich the following is a copy. The date is wantino- •_& •

"Gentlemen,

" As the peace and happiness of the country are objects which
every good man should have at heart, I think it hi<.|,ly neces-
sary to acqnumt you that for a fov^ days 1 have been put to the
groat trouble and expense of fortifying my house, and keeping.
a large body of men for the defence of my person, &.c. • bavins

"i:
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received repeated accounts that either the New Eiiglandcrs, oi-

some persons in or about the city of Albany or town of Sche-

nectady, are coming up, to a considerable number, to seize and

imprison me on a ridiculous and malicious report that I intend

to make the Indians destroy the inhabitants, or to that effect.

The absurdity of this apprehension may easily be seen by men

of sense ;
but as many credulous and ignorant persons may be

led astray, and inclined to believe it, and as they have already

sent down accounts, examinations, &c. from busy people here,

that I can fully prove to be totally devoid of all foundation, it

has become the duty of all those who have authority or influ-

ence, to disabuse the public, and prevent consequences which I

foresee with very great concern, and most cordially wish may
be timely prevented. Any difference in political ideas can ne-

ver justify such extravagant opinions ; and I little imagined that

they should have gained belief amongst any order of people,

who know my character, station, and the large property I have

in the countr^'^, and the duties ot my office, which are to pre-

serve tranquility among the Indians, hear their grievances, &c.

and prevent them from falling upon the trade and frontiers.

These last were greatly threatened by the Indians, on account

of the disturbances last year between the Virginians imd the

Shawanese, during wliich my endeavours prevented the Six

Nations from taking a part that would have possibly affected

the public ; and I appointed last Fall that the Six Nations sliould

come to me this month, in order to receive, amongst other

things, final satisfaction concerning the lands said to be invaded

by the Virginians, who have now sent me their answer. In the

discharge of this duty, I likewise essentially served the public :

but should I neglect n)yself and be tamely made prisoner, it is

clear to all who know any thing of Indians, tliey will not sit still

and see their council fire extinguished, and superintendent dri-

ve*! from liis duly, but will come upon the frontiers in revenge,

with a power falficient to commit horrid devastation. It is,

therefore, become as necessary to the public as to myself, that

my person should be defended ; but as the measures I am ne-

cessitated to take for that purpose may occasion the propagation

of additional falsehoods, and may at last appear to the Indians

in a light that is not for the benefit of the fublic, I should

heartily wish, gentlemen, that you could take such measures
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" I am, Gentlemen,

" Your most humble Servant,

„m„,. ,- .

" G. Johnson."*
lo the Magistrates and Committee
of Schenectady, and to the Mayor,
Corporation, &c. of Albany. To
be forwarded by the former."

Indians, by assurmj them that the reports were Sin, *
;n». Inundation, and ".hat nothing JJJZ Zmt^2
'.^"loecls ,„ general a greater satisfaetion than to be ^ifL

* t-nd"? r" "" '">'""*.""« *e Bostonians were asKiroit iind fearless m stratao-em as in rlpo^o ^r j
l>oia en,prise. Before the recei" f; ^IT,:,t'l"

"'

over, It was well understood that he had ™»? T '
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n^.rod, and probably not wubo,n renson, thr. tbcy bml 1^
despatcbcd on a mission to tbe Ind.aus, -> - ' ^^

lions would probably induce him to engage
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CHAPTER IV.

«Joun.y'co,n,„ittec_rWBpo3^^^^^^
Joliiiscm prouftda fartlwr W.»r. ,-^ JoliiiHori—^o ooiincil li. M—

Gor.nun FI«,u4pS. o .^^o „d]:^:"^
^'"' "'" """'•l^''- a,„l Tu searams at

Conduct of .1,0 peoffe U)war I i" '7r^''''=*''!'''""'
'=''''"^'' ^'^^ "" Oneidas-

Gny Johnson rno^vj westZ Iv to'd i^^^^
'"' ',""1/"'''^ o'' ')n..,das-

of Nou
- Vork-Holds a ^reT m a . om i^!,^ w' "

' n
^'^'''"''"'^ Congress

upon tl.,,. dispositions of tl e n ians-ol . n^.^^
'"" ""-•°

Gn..it, bnt ^roundleHs alann f tl ^ nm.X T
">;". P'"""'''); [or ll... English-

Indian warri^.-^ descends thoS. LaSJ^^rT'-V^ ^."^Tr'
''"^' ^"""^ "'"I the

Carlcton and Gen. Haldimand comDh.^,1 w r ^'"^^ there-Sir Guy
tl.f cause of the Crown

'^omplUe thg work of winning- the Indians over to

A COUNCIL Of the Mohawk chiefs was held at Guv Pirk •

0.1 the 25th of May, which was attended by delel^ Lm a1banyand Trypn Counties. The records'of this o.t reV ry scanty a,)d unsatisfactory. The principal chief of tleMo .awk tnbe at that time was LMe AbraLnf-a brother
the famous Hendrick who fell at Lake George, in the yea

\k u
^^' '°""1^ •''''''"» ^'^"^ ^P'^^n^d f^r business, LittleAbraham addressed them as follows :_

" He said he was glad to meet ihem, and to hear the reports
concerning talcing Guy Johnson, their nperintendent, were
<a se

1 hat the Indians do not wish to i. ve a quarrel with them abuants. That during Sir William Johnson's lifetime ands nc, we have been peaceably disposed; timt th. Indians areakrmed on account of the reports that our powder was stopped
\\e got our thmgs from the superintendent. If we lived asyou do It would not be so great a loss. If our ammunition is
.topped we shall distrust you. We are pleased to hear you sayyou will communicate freely, and we will at all times listen towhat you say in presence of our superintendent."

;
Guy Park: a beautiful situation immediately on the bank of the Mohawk
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Aftor a consultation with each otl-r th dopu ons^^^^^^^^

the two County (Jonunittces n-pli«l ui suh.tanco, that They

vorHad to hear then, expressing a desire to nuuntam he a -

Ht '^friendship which had suhsisted between their fathe

TV ured the chiefs that the reports of evtl des,,ms agan

M ir'snperintendent were lalse. They O.ther F'---! -

;hiels,that whenever they had any husn. ss to --^ -
;hoa.;they would meet them at then- own council fires, and in

presence of their superintendent."
». tho fnllnwinff

To which the Mohawk speaker responded to the following

•^'^^
Indians are glad that you are not -^n>vis|^ ^^^-e

,,,H,ot spare Col. Johnson. The love we have
f"J ^^^;^^";^7_

of Sn- W.lliam Johnson, and tl-ol>K?'^^--/;;;;';tec
every

tions are under to him, must make us re^a d '""^ P-^^*

^^ , ^7^
branch of his family. We will exphvm these thm^. to ui the

dnns and hope you will do the same to your people.

'^T 'cicillialin. heen hut f.-ly attended an on y by

one tribe of the Indians, the superi.itendent immed.a ely dire t-

dterembling of another in the western P-t oHhe -n^

to attend which he proceeded to the Geru.an IM^, with h,s

wh.ole family and retinue. His quarters were ^Uhe hoi^e o

M.- Ti oniDSon on Cosby's manor, a few miles above the

rt I Is bl alleged that this second council wascon-

V a bl'ise of the superintendent's dissatisfaction w.th the

first-a conclusion not unlikely, from theal3sence of the wc=.-

tprn Indians, who had been invited.
. „ „.

On the 2a of June tiiere was, for the farst time, a ful meet-

f the Trvon County Committee-the loyalists h.vmg

":vi^u^rpIe::LdShe 'attendance of delegates from the

[cue oi Lhawk district.* Th.s Committee addressed a

strong and patriotic letter to the superintendent, formally noti-

-often profe.ed 'h^';;'"'^^;;^ '

1 ^J^^Chr'iet.-h/r P. Yate. .lol.n

liberlios of tWe'r <^o.ntry (™ Fa.a

^ ^^^.^^ McDougal, Jacob

Frey, Andrew F.nk,
V'" H^rmanuB V ^ ^'y'^^^^^ W. Fox, Ant-u^ny

Klock, George Ecker, .^
';'"•'.H"^""*

Nihoufs Herkimer, Ebenezer Cox. AMUiau.

Van Veghten. (C-^J^^-^f^^^^-^"^^^""ci^ Thon.as Henry, John

^''^^^:^-^^-^^ a..He.)Uawara wan. w.na.
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iyu^? him of iho purposes of their or-rauizatin... Vffcrudvort.n. to the oppressions of the mother Country, n rep td ate.uptsto enforee unco„stit,.tion.I enactme.a of Pri a-
•»: ;t, aud assert.ncr ti.oir principles on the subject of tava 1without representation---prineiph.s which thoydeclar robe
cM^ netbods o( .sav.n<r the country from devastation and ruin •

vb.ch object w.tb the assistance of Divine Providen J'was tbe.r fixed deter.nn.ation and resolution to acco.S "
ad'hng, wtt b emp..asis, «and if called u,>on, v^e ml be 1most m sbaru.jr the toil and danaer of be field

''

Til"once more adverted to the distressed sitnation of t e poop^ o'fNevvLn.|and m the comn.on cause; and decla d tlJ bevhoula be wantm. in duty to tbeir country and to tb m e veT

«.unst them, of bavin, cc^l^S^;, ^^.f
^

'f^matecs, and of baviug drunk treasonable toasts tl y p Lrd

leuer :i
""'' ^' '" '''''"'' ^''•^"^ '^"« P^^^io" of tbe

;:^:"::;b:syx.::™=-^^^^
yon for meeting the Indians in tbe upp r pa "ft'e C IwlHcb may be tbemea.is of easin. the people of tbe r

/'
of their fears on this accnnt, and prev n thetd

''''^''"

mutin, irregularities on their way d^^" G /'^^' 'Zwo beg a! you to nse your endeavours with tbe Indians tnfs..ade tbem irom interli^ring in tbe dispute wib hi mn"country and tbe Colonies. We cannot fhinl.T.
'

your tUmiiy possess very iarge es^l:"::^ S:;:;, ^:::;::^

John PH.k. (Vlohaw^dfst.S-r;''^:;/'';^^^^ ««'--•
Horue, Ada.n Fonda, Fre.lerick Fisher S^mn ' c ^'""'"' ^''^'''^"•" ^''"

chosen chainnan of this bady.-Ca .pJ- j^lV ''"''" "^^ '^•^'•*'' '^""

. :«;;it
I

r"

< 'i:;t;j

;:;i:3
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i 1

I

nnCuvourabl.' lo Aiuorirnn (V.H<(Kmi, nllliouoli you mi.y .lillcr

with us m llu< uio(l« of oblaiuiuK " nMln-sN ol -ru>viih.<'.H.

P.Minit US riuth.T to ol.s.-rv(«. thai wo raniiot puss ovvr ui ni-

|,,,„.„ ,1,., inCMTUi-tion which th.' propl.M.r tho !\l..hawU dislnrl

,„„, i„ ,h,.i,. „„M-liuu ; vvl>''-l', w<' '»<••' iuronucl, wns .<ou.1u.I.m1 m.

» n,,uvaMo n.iuui.-r; au.l th.> inhiunnu In-i.luu'ut ol n inon,

xvnoso oulv rriuir was h.-iu- Inithiul to his r>npl..y«<fs, .m.l ro-

lusin.v lo o-\yo MM (in-ouiit of Ih.- vnvipl of .vrlmu piip.-rs, lo

p,Ms.>us who hiul uot th.> l.^nsl folonr of ri,i-hl »<» .lo.nnn.l nuy

Ihuioof that kind. Wo Mssuro y.m thai wo an« uiuoh rou-

oonuHl ahonl il, as two imi.ortaul ri-hls of Mnulish smI.i.m-Is an,

tluMvhy iulVin-.Ml lo wil, a vi.i-hl to nuM>l, and lo i»htiUM all tho

intolli'n'nco iu iht'ir powi-v."

Colourl !Sid.olasll.MUinuTaiid1-..l\vafd Wall woio dq.ul-

,-d 10 fioUviT tho lotlor to tho supiMiutondonl, for which purposo

thov pvoooodod tot^vshv's Maui)r, and dis.-harord th.-u- trust.

Tho ToUowiiiu- was Colou»-l Johnson's voi)ly manly and dnvrt

;

and Willi whioh, if sinooro, oortainly no lanlt could ho luuud,

billing tho lack of c«uulcsy in its conimonconiont :—

" 77»(»//»/>.vo»V, Cosbys Mnnoi; Jinie 5th, 1775.

"(iKNTt.KMI-N,
.

"
I have received the paper signed Chris. W ^ atcs, ( hair-

man on lH>hall" o( the districts Ihorein nienlioned, which I am

now to answ.-r, ami shall do it brielly, in the order you havo

stated matters. As to the letter from somo Indians to tho

Dneidas, I reallv knew nothin^^ of it till I h.>ard such a thing

had boon by some means obtained from an Indian messenger,

and from what 1 have heard of its coiit.«nts, I can't so any

thing niatovial in it, or thai could justify snch idle appr.>h<>n-

sions ; but I must obsiM-ve that these fears among tho people

wero ttilkod of long before, and were, 1 tear, propagated by some

malicious prsons lor a bail purpose.

>• As to yo\u- political sentiments, on which you enter in the

next para.n-aph, I have no occasion ti) enter on them or the

merits of the cause. I desire to enjoy liberty of conscience ami

the exercise of mv own judgment, (Uid that all oiIums shon'd

have the same priviU'L^^ : but, with ivirard to your saying yea

mi.rht have postponed the atlair, if there had been the least

kind of probubiiity thai the petition of the General Assomb y
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w.M.M |,„,vo h.v.u nolicod, ,„„n, Ihnu that „f il,„ ,hU,^raU'.H I
>'u<sl, as a In.,. (V...n,i („ il,„ ccur.try, in wl.id. I Ua,„ u |„

'

jmonust, .say, tl.ut U,,. pn,.s,„H (l,,s,„,i„ i« vi.w.,1 iu dillhrrnt
.Rl.ts ncordmK to iho oduratic. and prindpl.s <.f tin, purlins

»' "<^'<;<
i
and I ml, l,nv.„v„r mt,s,„ml.l„ it ,„ay appear U. a con-- -ra ,1c, mnn u,r of hon.sl, ,„,.. U.n,, that tho p.i.lin.. of tl.o

. .•KHt.^s Nlmuld inrnt atleufi,.,.. ,1 ,h ,H,t vi.w.,! i,. Ih. sa.no
1 Kl'l '" a n,„„try win.-h ad.nils ..Cn,, n.,ll,„nly Ihut is ,,..1 ron
.s....H.onally ,.,s,al.li,sl„.d

; and I p.-rsuadn n-ys.!- yon . v •

t—- '<••• '.is ,M,,.s,y, |,.at you wdl pa'y dn</r4a;d lo

2;;
a-.ran.u, ,.v.,Mn Ins sp..clM,, I'ur!: n.nl, li.at wl.n.

yor tho v\n...ncan ^n.vanc-us sh„nld h., ., J holor. hin. hy
.-.• n,nsmn,.ona a,ss.,mhh.,s, thoy shonld h. Inlly atl.ndnd

to.
1

I...V,. hoard that rnn.pnisnry «|„ps w.n, tak.n to indn.-.-

"tsts .hank
;
hn I an. nnt wiMinj. (o ;riv. to., ,.a,sy credit to

tlyiiMr n'ports, and an. happy u, h,:„r y.„. ,Jisav.,v. th.m,

.

lH.ni,dHdtonndn.y.aIlin,iru Oon^.rrss on tho frontiers
K.VOS sans anu.,n

i
this was principally n.y dnsi^r,,, thon.d. Icannot snlhccMlly express n.y suiprise at thos^ ,ho Lonhor tln.o„,d. .nalico or i,M.o.-unco, nnsconstrnod my inle.:

tions, and snpposod n.c cupahio of seitin-. tho Indians on tho
'^"^••"'^l' <'.".h,tl,.lants of this oounlry. Tho interest onr family
.as.n th.s connlry and my own, is considerahlo, and thoy
.avo hoon .ts host henofaelors

; any .nalicions cha;ge.s, then.
0.0 to tho.r prcjndico, aro highly i,.jurio..s, and eight to be
totally suppressed. *^

"The ollice I hold is greatly for the her.efit and protoct.on
ofth.s com.try, a.id o,. n.y frequent n.eetings w.th tho L.dians
depends he.r peace a..d secunty ; I therefore car .ol hut he
astonished to hnd tho endeavours .nade nso of to ohstruct me
'.. u.y dnt.es, and the weakness of so.no people i,. wilhholdincrnnmy tl.u.gs from n.o, which arc indisputably necessary fo"?
'•e..der...g the I,.dia.us oo..te..ted

; a..d I a.n willing to hope
that yon, gentle..ien. will duly consider this and discoin.lo-
nance the same.

« You have been mnch misinformed as to the origm of the
.'.".ports wh.ch obliged ,ne to for.ify ,ny ' ouse and sfan.l on n.y
do once. I had .1, ge,.tleM.e„, f.-on. ..ndonbled authority fromAlbany, and su.ce. confir.ned by letters u.un o..e of the (Jo..;-

:-<;

II
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mittee at Philadelphia, that a large body of men were to make

me prisoner. As the effect this must have on the Indians

might have been of dangerous consequences to you, (a civcum-

stance not thought of,) 1 was obliged, at great expense, to take

these measures. But the many reports of my stoppmg travel-

ers were false in every particular, and the only mstance ot

detainin<r any body was in the case of two New England men,

which l°explained fully to those of your body who brought

your letter, and wherein I acted strictly agreeable to law, and as

a inaa:istrate should have done.

'' fam very sony that such idle and injurious reports meet

with any encouragement. I rely on you, gentlemen, to exert

yourselves in discountenancing them ; and I am happy m this

opportunity of assuring the people of a country I regard, tMal

they have nothing to apprehend from my endeavours, but that

I shall always be glad to promote their true interests.

" I am. Gentlemen, your humble Servant,

"G. Johnson."

This reply of Colonel Johnson, together with a written re-

port of the proceedings of himself and colleague, anvl their m-

terview with Johnson, was transmitted to the County Com-

mittee by Mr, Wall. In his letter to the Committee, Mr. Wall

indulged in some complaints, in regard to the reprehensible

conduct of the people—probably toward Johnson and his follow-

ers, who were looked upon with increasing distrust. But the

character of the irregularities complained of is not distmctly

set forth in Mr. Wall's conmiunication.

Guy Johnson did not remain long at Cosby's Manor, noi did

he hold the Indian council there which had been notified, but

departed immediately farther west. His removal from Thomp-

son's was thus announced to the Committee of Palatnie by Mr.

W^all, on the 8th of June:—"Our people are greatly alarmed

« at Colonel Johnson's motions, and cannot understand his rea-

« sons for the same. We dare say, that before now you have

" been [made] acquainted that he has removed with Ins retinue

« from Mr. Thompson's to Fort Staiiwix, and there are rumors

' that he intends to move yet farther. We leave you to con-

«' jecture what may be his reasons."

lliese apprehensious were certainly not unreasonable. For
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alifioiijrh Colonel Jolinson's letters were plausible, and apparent-
ly Irank and sincere, when the people saw him setting his Ihce
thus to the west, and moving up through the valley, not only
vvith his own family, but accompanied by a large retinue of his
dependents and the great body of the Mohawk Indians-who
lelt then- own dcligljtfnl country at this time, never more peace-
fibly to return -it is not strange that suspicions, as to his ulte-
rior designs, were excited.

Tliis fooling was not diminished by the reception, just at
tins time, of the fbUowing communication from the Provincial
Congress of Massachusetts, through that of New-York :—

"In Provincial Congress,
" Watertown, June I3th, 1775.

•' To the Ilomnrahle Delegates of the Congress of thePro^
vince ofNew York :

"GENTLEiMEN,

"Considering the exposed state of the frontiers of tlic Colo-
nies, the danger that the inhabitants of Canada may possibly
have disagreeable apprehensions from the military preparations
making in several of the Colonies, and the rumors that there
are some appearances of their getting themselves in readiness
to act in a hostile way-this Congress have made application to
the Honourable Continental Congress, desiring them to take such
measures as to them shall appear proper, to quiet and conciliate
the minds of the Canadians, and to prevent such alarminc. ap-
prehensums. We also have had the disagreeable accounts ofmethods taken to fill the minds of the Indian tribes adjacent to
hese Colonies with sentiments very injurious to us

; particu-
larly we have been informed that Col. Guy Johnson has taken
great pains with the Six Nations, in order to bring them into a
belief that it is designed by the Colonies to fall upon them and
cut them ofl: We have, theretore, desired the Honrrrb.e
Continenta Congress that they would, with all convenient
speed, use heir influence in guarding against the evil intendedby this malevolent misrepresentation

; and we desire you tojom witli us ni such application.
^

„, "Jos. WARREN, President."
xxttcst, oAiwuEL Freeman, Sec'y. • >i4

»ri
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Iinniiidialely after the receipt of this comitinnication, alette?

was addressed to Colonel Johnson, ])y the Congress of New-

York, disclaiminj?, in the most unqualified terms, the designs

nnputed to the Provincial authorities in regard both to the In-

dians and liimself, as had been repeatedly done before. But

Johnson would never allow himself to be persuaded that evil

had not been meditated against him by the Whigs
;
and by

persisting in his opinion, it is not unlikely tliat his efforts to

prejudice the Indians—those, especially, who were the most

warmly attached to him—against the Colonists and their cause,

were the more successful.

The affair of Lexington had, of course, been the signal for

war throughout the Colonies. The forts, magazines, and ar-

senals were everywhere seized. Troops were raised, and

money for their support ; and it was not many weeks before an

army of thirty thousand men appeared in the environs of

Boston, under the command of General Putnam— a veteran of

the old French war, in whom the people liad great confidence.

Early in May, Colonel Ethan Allen, a hardy leader of the

settlers upon the New Hampshire grants, (now Vermont,) con-

certed an expedition against Ticonderoga and Crown Point.

About forty volunteers from Connecticut were of the expedi-

tion, which, with the forces collected for the object at Castlcton,

made up the number of two hundred and thirty. Allen was

unexpectedly joined by Colonel Benedict Arnold, who had

planned the same enterprise. They readily agreed to act in

concert ; and so admirably was the project carried into execu-

tion, that the Americans actually entered the fortress by the

covered way just at daylight, formed upon the parade ground

within, and awoke tlie sleeping garrison by their huzzas. A

slight skirmish ensued, and the commander, De La Place, sur-

rendered to the novv^l summons of Allen—" I demand a sur-

" render in the name of the great Jehovah and the Continental

" Cono-ress." Colonel Seth Warner was sent thence to Crown

Point, which was easily taken—the garrison consisting of only

a dozen men, commanded by a sergeant. Arnold proceeded

Northward to St. Johns, and succeeded in capturing a sloop of

war by surprise ;
while, at the same time, the pass of Skenesbo-

rou«-h, at the southern end of Champlaiu, was taken po;-;session of

- ('ol. Skene and a s nail number of troops being made prisoners,
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and several pieces of car.non taken. Thus, by a sudden blov.and wuhout the loss of a man, was the c;land of L^esCreor^re and Champlain obtained.

hntH^' Tn T '"^ ^^'^ ^''""'^ ^'"'"^^ then unfolding, Avas the
battle of Bunker Hill. Toward the close of May^ reinforce-ments of troops from England had arrived at Boston, withGenerals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, all of whom were*
officers of reputation. The Provincial Congress of Massachu-
setts had, early ni that month, renounced General Gage asGovernor of the Colony, declared him an enemy ofthe countryand forbidden obedience to his orders. On the other handGenera G.^e had issued his proclamation, promising a gracious
p don to all who would lay down their arms and r^tur^n to theMu r " "f

'"'''' '"^'^^^"-^ ^"^y «^"^"«' Adamsand .John Hancock, whose offences were declared to beof " too
flagitious a riature to admit of any other consideration tha
that of condign punishment." By the same instrument

Massachusetts was declared to be under martial law. GeneralGage was also preparing, in other respects, for moreenergetic ac-
tion

;
but every measure he took, and every moment that pass-

ed, served only to unite and embolden the Whigs, and increase
he audacity with which they now, in action if not in wordscontemned the royal authority. The Provincial troops began

to assemble in force around Boston, and were throwing up defences, when the battle of Bunker Hill, at once and forever
severed the tie that bound the (;olonies to the parent countr^^.The fighting on this occasion wasof such a determined charac-
ter, as to show the enemy that it was no pastime upon whichthey had entered. One of the British officers, in wrUinghome
to a fnend, declared that '= the rebels fought n.ore like^devils

in-? JJ''
'"' "^ '^' ^"^•^'^' "^ '<i"«^^ ^"^^ ^vounded

was 10o4. That of the Provincials, 139 killed and 314
wounded. The great calamity of the day was the fall of the
brave and accomplished Warren, who was shot through theaead early in the action.

It is not to be supposed, that, with the evidence before them,
of Colone Johnson's exertions to excite the Indians against llio
Provmcial cause the friends of the latter were by any means
inactive. On the contrary, they left no fair and honorable
means untried so far to win upon their ihvour, as at least to

:»
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secure their neutrality in the contest ; nor were they wholly

unsuccessful, alihough the majority of the Six Nations ulti-

niatcly tlncw themselves into the opposite sciue. Disappointed

in not meeting a fuller and more general council at Guy Park

in May, a conference was arranged with the Oncidas and Tus-

caroras, through the agency of their friend, the Rev. Mr. Kirli-

land, which took place at the German Flalts on the 2bth of

June. Tlie Indians were met by the inhabitants of that dis-

trict, and also by a defiutation from Albany. The minutes of

that meeting were not preserved at large among the papers of

the Tryon County ( ommittee. The following was the address

of the inhabitants to the Indians :—

"Brothers : We are glad to have you here to return you

thanks. We should have been much pleased to have spoken

with you at the appointed place ; that is, by your superintend

ent, where of late you kept your council fire ; but since his

removing so far from us, we do not think it wrong or imprudent

to communicate our sentiments of peace to you here. It is at

this place. Brothers, it has often been done
;
and here again we

renew it, and brighten the old chain of peace and brotherly

love.

"Brothers : We cannot see the cause of your late council

fire, or superintendent going away from among us. We did

him no harm, and you well know that none of us ever did,

and you may depend on it, there was no such thing meant

against him. He told our people he was going up to Thomp-

son's (Cosby's Manor) to hold a council fire with our brothers,

the Five Nations, there. We helped him to provisions to sup-

port you there, and every thing we had that he wanted. But

he is gone away from among us, and told some of our people,

that he would come back with company which would not

please us ;
which, if true, it is certain his intentions are bad,

and he may depend, that whatever force he may or can bring,

we regard not.

" Brothers : Our present meeting does not arise from any

imfriendly thoughts we entertain of you, or from any fear of

ourselves. It is purely on account of the old friendship which

has so long been kept up between us ;
that friendship we want

to retain. It is that friendsnip which will be an equal benefit to

us It is as much wanted on your side as ours.
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" Bkotiiers
: We cannot too much express onr s.it;«f...f

ot .your conduct roward us by ,ou,- lat^pZ-ed n^ w 1?superintendent at tlie carryiiHM.laco fn, u-l ;!?
^

obHg^ .0 ,on, and ^o n^Ao^h!:^^^^tZZlU^:
>
essed vv,th greater benefits than any other of tlo e w ^ v 1h rry thernselveB into nn-schief; which can never b of a,other benefit to them, but sorrow for the innocent blood shed nan occasion wherewith they have no concern.

''Ekotukrs: We look to jou particnlarlv to be men ofmore understanding than others, by the benefits yoi! have re

?n von "Jr""'"^'
^^»--^«—onfideand trust mo eTeelyn you that you can communicate to the other tribes and n7tions the error they want to lead you in, and en not dolt butyour wisdom and influence with the ^ther nations wil bea tended with that happy success, which will hereaftrr L !blessing to you and your posterity.

^erealter be a

"Brothkrs: What we have said is supposed to be suffioiPntto convince you that our meaning is for our joi^^t peace andfnendship; m which we hope that we and our chiKf
continue to the end of time.''

"''' "'''^

The answer of the Indians to this address has not beeuDre-served. The result of the council, however wis to nh^J
pledge of neutrality from the greater por^^n of'th« Wr "

^

assembled. The efforts of Mr' KirklaKS uL rm Jwndirected to the same humane design.
"""^mny oeen

Colonel Guy Johnson, as we have already seen had r^rpviously left the lower district of the Mohawk Valey'. He was"a man ot too much discernment, holding the opinLs he didto remain at Johnstown an inactive spectator ^of ever ts tlemevitabe tendency of which could only be verv soon o rn^e

and he had prudently anticipated the battle of Bunker IJ Dinhis departure. But his movements had thus farbn pa fieor rather not openly belligerent; and it is probable that an excit'ed and jealous people may not have treated him, durhilhil

il? W-U; ot' het-T'^^r^"^^
^"^^"^'^' theconTpll :•Mr Wall, ot the objectionable conduct of the peoi)le has al'•eady been noted at a f)revious page. But it is not skted inwhat respect they had been offering. Some light!W."

I

!• .
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may porlmps be tlirown upon the subject, by the following notes

of a council between the inhabitants of tiie Uppei, O" Kings-

land district, and the Oneida Indians ; from which ii vvill he

seen that tlie inhabitants had cut off the supplies provided by

Colonel Johnsoa for his journey :*

*' KiNGSLANi) District. At a council held upon desire of the

Oiieidas, July Ut, 1775, the following speeches u---e deli-

vered :

To THE OnEIDAS.

"Brothkus: The reason of stopping the provisions fronj

Mr. Thompson to Colonel Johnson, is, that we suppose him to

be our enemy ; and for all that he gets as much from Niagara

as he wants'; and we believe he is only getting intelligence,

from this place, how matters run. We have done for him and

his retinue what was in our power for his supply. We believe

he should have held his council fire at Mr. Thompson's, or,

furthest, at Fort Stanwix. But you have heard. Brothers,

that he would bring a force along with him which we would

not like. That was the reason that we stopped his provisions.

But on your request, as you think it was not well done,

we will hear your sentiments about it. Not being laid to your

or our charge, we shall then let pass all that is brought to him."

Answer of the Oneidas.

"Brothers: It is Sunday to-day, and the Lord gpve six

days for work and the seventh for rest. But since occasion

happens, we give you our positive answer.

" Brothers : We have consulted about stopping the pro-

visions at Mr. Thompson's, and we don't think it proper to do it.

If it should have been for his own use, we should not have

mentioned it ; but we know that he calls up the Five Nations,

and may be they will suffer by it. So, therefore, let him have

it. All that we have said we can be answf^rable for, but this

act we cannot.

-'Brothers: If we should assent to these things, we are

jointly brothers ; we should be left alone, and maybe both would

be disappointed. We are obliged to have a care over our

brothers of the Five Nations, as well as for you, so tliai we

* Tlnise notes are quite imperfectly written, by a very incompetent ecrihi\ Tl\e

author lias endeavoured to arrive at the true i'nport, preserving as much of ihe lan-

guage as possible.
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ina3' get no bl.'imc afterward for if 'Vh^^ j , ,

Colonel Johnson's desiZs L "n^r " T ''"" ' ''""^ ^^'^^^

speak about it."^
""^ " ^'"'^ '" *^"'- «P««^h, you may

„ Rejoinder.

which is really brought for C„LTr u
P'™'"'^

thither without bein.mlleLZ' T"'
""''' ''^ ^™'

l.ot be emnloved for lhr„l ]
considering that it m„y

you to aeqCnu uronL fre,''lr'''''
'""' *^"-" "«' f"™"' »'

Lasureslr^r „;;; welte "'"^ ™'' """ '"^ "—

^

ioJilho"ri":,s'i:dXf''"," *"'^ '°' y'"" ""*-iv
of your he^.;":;: s^ 'l™

'--^';" -. °- "f .he bottom

ovideuee of sincere frieod^h n Tu ° ""'^'^ '' '^ ™
maintained betwrn ulT ^' ""* ''° ''"P" ""' »"" b"

Itaf^ledi"fSZ^fi ot™ 'lb!™'.!r,f'
"^"^ ^°""-

With the Indians remote fwZh' I
^°'*^ ^ ^''^"'^ ^°»"c"

as he alle^ertkeHctit1 Jk^'""^^
barrassed 'yi^eZ:^.::^^,^^^^^^^ -^ ---'
tario that he received the letter Lmthpp^^ .

It was at On-

New-York, already advLVed oTh^ T"''"^
^'"^^^^^ ''

solicitation of the^Co„Tss of M^ ^ ''''" '"''"*^" ^^^ *'^«

--e^dar,„-:::j;th„':rr;^r^^^^^^^^^^
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!

serve, he attain rcpcati'd, wore exciting the Indians ajjainst him.

The letter is inserted entire :

—

Guy Johnson to Pkter Van Dkugh Livingston.

" Ontario^ July the 8th, 1775.

"Sir,
" Though I received your letter from tlje Provincial Con-

gress several days ago, I had not a good opportunity to answer

it till now. I suppose, however, this will reach you safe, not-

withstanding all the rest of my correspondence is interrupted

by ignorant impertinents.

" As to the endeavour you speak of, to reconcile the unhappy

differences between the Parent State and these Colonies, be as-

sured I ardently wish to see them ; as yet, I am sorry to say, 1

have not been able to discover any attempt of that kind, but

that of the assembly, the only true legal representatives of the

people; and as to the individuals who you say officiously in-

terrupt (in my quarter) the mode and measures you think ne-

cessary for these salutary purposes, I am really a stranger to

them. If you mean myself, you must have been grossly im-

posed on. I once, indeed, went, with reluctance, at.the request

of several of the principal inhabitants, to one of the people's

meetings, wliich I found had been called by an itinerant New
England leather-dresser, and conducted by others, if possible,

more contemptible. I had, therefore, little inclination to revisit

such men or attend (o their absurdities. And, although I did

not incline to think that you, Gentlemen, had formed any de-

signs against me, yet it is most certain that such designs were

formed. Of tiiis 1 received a clear account by express, from a

friend near Albany, which was soon corroborated by letters

from other quarters, particularly one from a gentleman of the

Committee at Philadelphia, a captain in yo ir levies, who was

pretty circumstantial ; and since, I have haf . the like from many

others. I have, likewise, found that ineii.i instruments were

officiously employed to disturb the minds of the Indians, to in-

terrupt the ordinary discharge of my duties, and prevent their

receiving messages they had long since expected from me. To
enter into a minute detail of all the falsehoods propagated and

all the obstructions I met with, though it could not fail astonish-

ing any gentlemen disposed to discountenance them, would fai
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^vith 1310 warriors wL c no
'
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winch
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'^ ''''' '''"' ^'^'^^'^

to 1.0 ordered back by the ,. Jn u^ '""''^^ "'^"^^''

suited, or his property inlu.T' f
^''^'"^ '"^ ^'''n? i"-

That their auu::u;;ti::^:r^^^^ --^^'-n PopuLce.
tl"s communication emnloved in n/ .

"^"'""^-^''0 persons on
<^'on,n-ess insuked, and |71T.f/'

'''"^' ^^"^'^^''^"^ ^^'^ the

>-'hn,articlesror\hul •;::"' n "'" " ^"^" -"-
"•<>'^«nt the Mayor of AUnnJT

'''^^'> ''Vpod. And this

other day roused out of h1 "/
t ^T .

""^ '^^ ^^"^ ^'-

above the German Flatts by one H r
"" ^'- T^'^'"'^'Peon's

-ho pursued him to se cl for mM^ T ""' ''^^^'^ "'"«->
You may be assured, Si h u hi r^ ^r"

'"'-"'" '^'^^^ ^^^ me.
to the Indiuns-that

t mic ; .1 7 ^'""^ ^'^'"^ "?'-'^«^»hIe

consequences lon^s „ . ^j ,
^ ^^^"'"^'^^ ^^^^^ disagreeable

pie taken place of ey J ot .o
' "T"""" ^'' ' ^«'"^^'^<^ P«o-

IX)tent endeayours ri'm 2n f'r'"" '
^"^ '^^^ ^''«^^n-

"our, pledged to me ) l^7T7 ^'"". '"" '"'''''^^ '"« ho-

ouu.stanee^that, howl" HAi- '"' ""'' '"'"' ^^ ^ ^•-

"I should be m,Xbl "
d h

'"'""'' '^^^^ ^^^^"^'"«'^^-

"-i". any aUe.n t^^:^^^^^ f« of discounte-

to be made on condilinn, „r „„ i' " ""'>' "" »i'I».->r

Provincial ConJ" e „° 01^7 '""' ""'" Continemal or

for™d,„„,„yol-wh„;iesr„ "'"T '"'""'^ °' '<> ^

more hnmani.y, ,han ,o proL.e .1Jts /„« „ JT ™°"°''

nany parts oi^Srtf "^ "'"™™'^ ""^ ^P'^" « «•'

^_^«.
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t

'
J shall haveocca 'on to meet the Indians of my depart-

ment in different quarters this seuHon."*

Col«n«^ Johnson was accomptmu d in his departure liy Jo-

seph Brnwt, or Tliayendanegea, his secretary, and hy Colonel

John Butler and his son Walter. By the preceding letter, the

reader will have seen that they succeeded in conveniii{r a very

larire council at Ontario. The <rrcater portion of the Indians

attenduij;, however, were prol)al)ly C'ayugas aird Senccas.

These were now far the most numerous of tlie Six Nations, al-

though the Mohawks yet stood in rank at the head of the con-

federacy, f'ormerly the last-mentioned tribe had been the

most numerous and powerful of the Cantons ;
but at an early day

after the planting of the Coloi»y of New-York, the French had

succeeded in seducing a large section of the Mohawks to return

to Canada, whence they originally came, after breaking the

vassalage in which they had lieen held hy the Algonquins.

Their proximity to the whites, moreover, had heen attended hy

the effect, invariable and seemingly inevitable, in regard

to their race, of diminishing their numbers. Added to all

which, tlieir warlike character, and their daring ferocity, expos-

ing them to more frequent perils than were encountered by

their associated Cantons, had contributed still farther to this un-

eqv.al diminution.t

It is not known that any record of this council was preserved,

although the speeches interchanged were doubtless written,

since that was the universal practice in the conduct of Indian

if tercourse. But no doubt exists as to the fact, that the super-

intendent succeeded in still farther alienating the affections of

the great majority of the Indians from the Americans, if they did

not immediately join the ranks of the invaders. Nor, wn... all

* This letter wag copied by the author from the original, in the State D.partment,

Albany.

t Among the manuscripts of Sir William Johnson, I have found a census of the

No'ih-m and Western Indians, from the Hudson river to the great Lakes and the

MisBi -'?!, taken in 1763. The Mohawk warriors were then only 160; the

OntHai,
''"; '^ scaroras, 140 ; Onondagas, 150; Cayugas, 200 ;

Senecaa, 1050.

Total (^ .»» acjordir .' i the calculation of a British agent, several of the tribes

niUFt 1. vri i-n -iS"' '.oiween the close of the French war and the beginning of the

Amer.:*!. ^' M'mn, as it wa. omputed that, durins; the latter contest, the

Englis^H hEd in 'cr'ice 300 Mohv-^^ks, 150 Oneidas, 200 Tuscaroras, 300 Ononda

gas, 23u Cayugas, and 400 Senecas.—^uJfcor.
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loineorown. O" the contrary, tho wonder is that Cnlm...! t
sot. did not succeed incarrvin- nth hi.n » . . n
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himself, were sustained by the poLrful at of Tha T ^"^
who united the advantagls ofXa 1 tthTltT?

"''""'

city of his race. Added to all wliirh ha
^^'"^'^ '"^^-

n- not desperate, at least of d L,f^^^^^^^^^^
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Jolinson was ready to niarcii back upon tliem with a body of

eight or nine liundrod Indiaiis, and that the attack would be

couunenced from the woods below the Little Falls, on the

northern side of the river. He therefore proposed sending to

Albany immediately for a corresponding number of men. An

urgent letter was forthwith despatched by the Committee to

Sciienectady and Albany, for the amount of assistance mention-

ed, " to prevent these barbarous enterprises," and to enable them

" to resist their inhuman enemies with good success—that they

«' might not be slaughtered, like innocent and defenceless sheep

" before ravaging wolves."

From the positive character of the intelligence, and the mys-

terious movements of Guy Johnson and his followers, the

inhabitants had good cause of alarm ;
more especially as Sir

John Johnson* remained at the Hall in .Johnstown, having at

his beck a large body of loyalists, making his castle (for the

Hall was now fortified,) their headquarters,—who, in the event

of such a movement by his brother-in-law from the west,

would doubtless be prepared to join the Indians in the enter-

prise, and between them both, be able to whelm the settlements

in destruction at a single blow. Every possible preparation

was therefore made for their defence, but the alarm proved to

be without foundation ; and after Guy Johnson had completed

his business at Ontario, he returned to Oswego, where he very

soon afterward convened another council and held a treaty, at

which lie succeeded in still farther estranging the Indians from

the Colonies. The particulars of this council have never

transpired in writing ; but some interesting references to it will

occur in an Indian speech a few pages ouward.t

From Oswego, Guy Johnson crossed into Canada, and thence

* Sir John Johnson hdd a commission us Brigadier-general of militia.

t The following passage from Ramsay's History of the Revolution, seems to refer

tothis Indian conwcalion at Oswego. Thern was noolher meeting during that year,

to which this notice of Ramsay could refer. "Colonel Johnson had repeated con-

ferences with the Indians, and endeavoured to influence them to take up the hatchet,

but they steadily refused. In order to gain their co-operation, he invited them to a

feast on a Bostonian, and to drink his blood. This, in the Indian style, meant no

more than to partake of a roasted o.k and a pipe of wine at a public entertainment,

which was given on design to influence them to co-operate with the Rriti.sh troops.

The Colonial patriots ufteeled to understand it in i.s literal sense. It furni.shed, m

their mode of explication, a convenient handle for operating on the passions of the

p«3ople."
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Indians in LZ2^ 7 °''''°''''.

f
""= ^™Ployment of the

however, w„ote !.««''"?"'''" "'' '"'""""''' S'-^^,

life, in speeches d^JleS,,,"^"'' Tr" '" °'°'-

tan,, ,ha, on .heir firs, arri/al in Momreal cTe '^r''?
"'

proposed to .hem ,o enter .he .ervivr T
' !'

'^'"''"°"

by the Chief in the vo„r T«IW ,
" "'"""''' <''=livered

siiviees of .hi' mZ,l'^ZT:T^T ''"'"' "' '"^

"n:;:;r.f"V^
''°'"' "°" - ™^-s :™frr

"people and the^n ,°ans TtZ^h t^'T" *" ^'"«''

"first reDorf bn. „ rj * tat Imie notice of this

•Amcrcr;'; comtalls'"'"™'''"''
'""' '"' ''""^-'

,. ^°™"o *" seize our sunerintendpnf <s.,^i,
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. oieer„flec.ed,,po,,.,,e covenantor o,,rfaefath"sal^^

« Governor (Sir Gny CarJ^ tid" , "^ r;"™'

t

"continue your adherenpp m tL xr ,
* ^^"^rt you to

;:-en,„ ^ree^ent Z:^X^!^^^ ^j::
"In t'on-sCt'^ Tar";""

^o- -"'i»».^/tr
" same nnrnnrr T I

'''''^ ^ ^'"^^^ ^^^^ more to the

" fixed ZZJ 'I
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'^ °"^ "^'"^^ ^^^'^ ^he more firmlyixed lor we acknowledged that it would certninhr h. u
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"Montreal in 'inlv irrs f
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*

" you to help the King. The war has commenced. Assist tlie

« King now, and you will find it to your advantage. Go now

» and fight for your possessions, and whatever you lose of

« your property during the war, the King will make up to you

" when peace returns. This is the substance of what General

" Haldimand said. The Caughnawaga Indians then jomed

"themselves to us. We immediately commenced in good

" earnest, and did our utmost during the war."

The speech of Brant, from which the preceding extract is

taken, was written in the Mohawk language, and never, by him,

rendered into English. It is an important document, develop-

ing a new fact in regard to the conduct of Sir Guy Carleton,

and has accordingly been translated for the present work. Strict

historical accuracy is often of slow attainment ; but, after all de-

ductions from the merits of General Carleton, afterward Lord

Dorchester, enough that is truly excellent and great will remain

to leave him a reputation of which most public men might well

be proud.

k:



CHAPTER V.

iMiti.in,, fuHt-.Onrnuization of nil Indian department- Address to the Six Ni.

h|.ut(!l...H, t lui Onie.laHand others- Adjourn to Albany-Briefinterview with

r''li:::':ri''''''"-J'';i'''*''"'^V''''''
^''^'^-'Cl^^nge of speeches with thellK.

Renlm
'•<""'; I mKH of the grand council-Sp.eches of the commissioners-

the ^f.: '•

'.';;';';"'^-<''"."=''>«'"" "f the grand council-Resu.nption ofthe
.
n .,, „ce with the Alb.in.ans-Speeeh of the Albany Coramitteei-Ueni,r

of t ,

;"'""','^-'>"^';
'«'V°

"f ""y JoliM.son's Proceedings at Uswego-t'lose

?.,t.,,';'^"'p
''''""';'"""

""'V,?^'
^'^^ Ii'dians-Sralll benefitSesult njlion, the •oincl-l'roceediMgs in 'I'ryon County resumed-Doubtful positionof New V.|rk_Sym|,to,u.,.f disaffection to the causeof thepeoplS JohJohnson-S hen ft White deposed by thepeople-The n.yalautToritiessuTrseded by appointments from the people!Affray at John«?own-S lu„fired at .NinipHon Samn,ons-WhUere.co,nii.is.i„ned by Tryon-Hi.K-Lnbois of the Oo,mnlttee_.Opposition of the Tories-Design, of Sir JohT,JohiiHon and Sir Gin. Carleton-Letter and deputation to Sir John-Pris

osiers f,„. p„l„,c,il offences Rent to gaol-Letter from Provincial Congre^-Mohawks cominence fighting at St. Johns-Speech of the Ca.aS es inexplunn lon-Indmns apnly for release of priso^.ers-Review of Xe p
i™"

o»tlo Uevoiutioi. in otlier parts of the Colonies-Proceedings of^pSment- lurimig of Falmouth-Descent upon Canada-Ethan Allen takenl

The second Continental Congress, composed of dele-^ates,
asseniblod at Philadelphia on the 10th ofMay. Hostilities havl
jnnr actually commenced, and it being well understood that
large remforcements of the British army were oji fJieir way
from England, no time was lost in preparing for the public de-
Jence. Protesting that they "wished for a restoration of the
liarmony formerly subsisting between the mother coimtry and
tl)e Colonies," they resolved again to present "a humble and
dutiful petition to his Majesty;" prepared addresses to the peo-
ple ot Groat Britian; to those of Canada; and to the assembly
ot Jaimuca; voted for the immediateequipment of 20,000 men;
voted to raise three millions on bills of credit for the prosecution
ot the war; and on the nomination of John Adams, commis-
sioned Gi.:oKOK Wasuinoton, of Virginia, as Commander-in-

f yf^'r
^'"^ *^'' *^^ '^^^^y Congress denounced the two acts

ot J arliamont ofthe preceding session, restraining the trade and
commerce of the Colonies as "unconstitutional, oppressive
and cruel;" and on the 6tli they agreed to a manifesto, "setting
tortl. the causes and necessity of their taking up arms." After
a spirited but temperate preamble, presenting a historical view
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of the origin, and progress, and conduct of the Colonies, and of

iho measures of the British governnyint since the peace of 17(53
;

and after an eloquent recapitulation of the grievances which

had produced the collision, and proclaiming their confidence of

obtaining foreign aid if necessary, and of ultimate success
;

dis-

avowing, moreover, any intention to dissolve the connexion

between the parent country and the Colonies; the declaration

proceeded—" We most solemnly, before God and the world,

•• DHCLAHK, that, exerting the utmost energy of those powers

' which our beneficent Creator hath bestowed upon us, the

arms we have been compelled by our enemies to assume, we

will, in defiance of every hazard, with unabating firmness

' and perseverance, employ for the preservation of our liberties
;

being with one mind resolved to die fhee-mf,n rather than

Mve SLAVES." They protested that they would lay down

their arms when hostilities should cease on the part of the

aggressors, and not before. Reposing their confidence in the

mercy of the Impartial Judge and Ruler of the Universe, and

imploring his goodness to protect and carry them through the

(X)nfUct, they appointed the 2()tb of July to be observed as

t day of public humiliation, fasting, and prayer with that view.

It was generally observed, and was the first national fast ever

;iroclaimed in the New World.*

But amidst all the arduous duties demanding the attention of

Congress, the importance of keeping a watchful eye upon tlie

Indians was universally conceded. The position of the Six

Nations, as well as their power to do mischief, could not but

strike the observation of all. They had served as an useful

carrier between the English settlements and the French in

Canada, in former wars, and were often actively engaged as

auxiliaries. Their position, and their utility, would be now

wecisely the same between the Americans and the English

in Canada. It was therefore deemed of the first consequence

if possible, to prevent them from taking sides with the English

not, however, with a view to their employment in arms by oui

selves ;
since, notwithstanding the disposition manifested by the

Congress of Massachusetts lo employ the Indians, and tlie ac-

tual engagement ofthe Stockbridge Indians as auxiliaries, it wa.s.

Holmes's Annals.
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nevertheless, the anxious desire of the Congress to keen thpr. ••,

1ST: "' """"''^ '^^ ^^™ Englanr;d ttT. e"a.id at peace among themselves, and with all. For the pur

partment, with three sub-divisions, Northern Middle nnrl

"dhnsTh
"»:'>-" ^"* mver to treat with the In-

" omttos "
?h'eT°'

""' ""™' "">' P"" '" "- P'-"'uiinonons. i he Commissioners of the Northern npn..rf

^r;K rx J.
"^^'" °f '^^ address to the sevenl

t bes of I„d.ans, in all the departments, was agreed pon To bealtered as occasion might require for local adaptat on
'

Thiaddress was framed after the manner of Indian 'sp els andcontamed a summary history of the Colonies, and of he "e
ZZ'7ni ^'^''^^"'';'- ^^^--" them and thfpar

ormeZof
" ^''^ ^^"''^^^

f ^he address, the Indians were in-lonned of the nature and objects of the contest then bec^un- d were strongly advised to the preservation of neu S y

'^ha?weT""'~T' '"'" ^°" ^''" h- «-l - -
" .r , d ,it''^'.""V'''^

^'^"' ^''^ '''''' y°" -" open a goodear, and listen to what we are now going to say. This is .fomily quarrel between us and Old^Enlland. You Indi ns
•;
are not concerned in it. We do not wish you to take up heha chet against the King's troops. We deJire yo^toMl
m ried deep In the name and behalf of all our people wea k and desire you to love peace and maintain it, So loTeand sympathise with us in our troubles; tliat tl e patl^ mave kep, open with all our people and you^s, to pass a'nd Css
Let us both he cautious in our behaviour toward each othera this crmcai state of affairs. This island .owTemb esbe wmd whistles from almost every quarter * -"el:

" ^l^ZZ" ' 'I'
^'"^ "^^ '''' ""^^^^ ^^'-"™-

'

*
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" fall out between us, the Twelve United Colonies, and you,

" the Six Nations, to wound our peace, let us immediateh' seek

" measures for healing the breach. From the present situation

" of our affliirs, we judge it wise and expedient to kindle up a

« small council fire at Albany, where we may hear each other's

« voice, and disclose our minds more fully to one another."*

Such were a few of the points only of the address, which

was an honest and earnest attempt to prevent the savages from

taking any part in the contest whatever. No time was lost by

the Commissioners of the Northern department, in the adoption

of measures pursuant to its wise spirit and policy. For this

purpose a treaty was appointed to be held with the Six Na-

tions at Albany, in the month of August, and the tribes were

all invited to attend. Previous to tlie day of meeting, two of

the Commissioners, Mr. Douw and Colonel Francis, met a

number of the chiefs and warriors in a preliminary council at

the German Flatts, which was not well attended. This con-

ference was hclden on the 15th and IGth days of August,

Colonel Francis opened the council by stating the objects for

which the twelve "United Colonies had invited the proposed

general meeting at Albany, which they now solicited all the

Six Nations and their allies to attend. They added-" When

«' we meet you, our brethren of the Six Nations, and your

« allies, at Albany, we will rekindle the council fire which our

«< ancestors and vours formerly kindled up at that place, and

" there sit down and converse together upon the present situa-

" tion of the twelve United Colonies, and disclose to you their

" minds thereon. We have important matters to communicate

" to you, our brethren of the Six Nations, and your allies,

« which cannot be disclosed until the council fire be kindled up

« at Albany, and we are in full assembly." Observing that the

council was thinly attended, Colonel Francis urged them in his

speech to send a general invitation to all the Six Nations to ap-

pear at Albany ; and he proposed that they should also send

belts of invitation to the Caughnawagas in the neighborhood

of Montreal, together with the Indians of the !;=-ven Nations on

the St. Lawrence. Colonel Francis concluded his "talk" as

follows :

—

, ., J. J
« Brothers : As many mischievous and evil-disposed per-

The address to the Indiana i- lon< , and will be found '•< ihe Appendix.

1
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sons may attempt to raise up in your minds sentiments thata.e unfnendly to your brethren of the twelve United Colon^s, we beg you will shut your ears and fortify your mindsagmnst any such evil and false reports; and^if\ny sS.ars and deceivers should appear among ;ou, and endLvourto poison your mmds, be assured they a^re'as much you en"ni^ s as he enemies of your brethren of the twelve United

e'tTba^r^'
^"' ^'^^^ ^^ "- ^-^^ - ^«-^^

To this Kanagkquaesa, an Oneida sachem, replied •-
^'

Bkothers
: You have now opened your mind;. Wehave heard your voicer. Your speeches are far from be n'contemptible. But as the day is fkr spent, we de er a re2until to-morrow, as we are weary from havin. sallon^ ncouncil We think it time for a little drink: Jnd you Lremember that the twelve United Colonies are a great'body"The council havmg adjourned over to the 16th, TiaLo-.wando, an Oneida sachem, made the following reply to thespeech of the Commissioners :— "^ ^^ ^

"Brother Solihoany,* and our Albany Brothers, attend •We are now assembled at the German FlaUs, at which p'^eyou kindled up a council fire, and yesterday cdled uftogetherandacquamtedusfrom whence you came; and by who au!thonty-namely, by that of the twelve United CoLrsTandyou opened your business to us.

"Brothers: Now attend. Through the mercv of Godwe are brought to this day, and the Six Lions "now „ln
iove. We are glad to hear your voices. You are come fo in
vite us down to Albany, to a council fire of peace

" Brothers
: We thank you for this invitation. It meetswith our entire approbation. Here we are, of everv tvihT.

the Six Nations. It shall be done as you have sdd
'

'

Brothers
: You have desired that all our confederates

should receive this invitation. This cannot be done sho'tofone year, as we extend very far, and could not possibly call theextremities of our confederacy to this intended meetin. Butpossess your minds in peace. When this Cono-ress Is overand the council fire is raked up, we shall acquaintXir ^iS
* The name hc.towed upon Colonel Frunc.s by the Indians.
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with what has passed. This is the answer of all the Six Na-

tions who are now here represented from every tribe.

» Broth KRs, \ttend ! Yesterday you said you were sen-

sible our confederacy extended to Caughnawaga, and you de-

sired our assistance to forward this your belt of invitation to

the Caughnawagas and the seven tribes in that quarter.

"Brothers: Possess your minds in peace. We, the Six

Nations, are put to difficulty to grant this request. We are

much embarrassed, for this reason. The man is now there who

will vex your minds, and never consent to their coming down,

and will draw hard upon their minds another way.* He is of

your own blood.

" Brothers : Possess your minds in peace. We, of the

Six Nations, have the minds of the Caughnawagas and the

seven tribes in that quarter. At our central council-house,

when this took place, they addressed us of the Six Nations in

the following manner :— ' You are better capable of mamtam-

« ing peace than we are ;
therefore we deliver up our minds to

' you.' For these reasons we advise you to reconsider your

petition to us, seeing we are so embarrassed we cannot grant

it Perhaps you will say to us, when your intended council

fire shall be over, ' Brothers, do you of the Six Nations ac-

' quaint all your confederates and allies of what has passed at

'this council-fire of peace;' and this we shall do with great

care and exactness. Now, Brothers, you see how we are em-

barrassed, and therefore give you this advice." Belt returned.

To this Colonel l-'rancis made answer :—

" Brethren of the Six Nations : It gives us a great deal

of uneasiness to find that you cannot at present convey this

belt to our friends in Canada. We have heard your reasons,

and are sorry to find that one of our blood is already there,

endeavouring to draw their minds from us when we mean no-

Ihino- but peace towards them. As there are a great many

Knalishmen in Canada, we know not who you mean. We

shM therefore be glad to have the particular man pointed out.

To this request, the Mohawk sachem, Little Abraham, replied :

« Brothers : We take it for granted that you all know the

vary man we mean. We said he was of your blood. We see

no necessity of pointing him out more explicitly."

* Guy Johnson was dovihtlesa the man referred to.

i ,
i '|w
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The times being critical, and the people of the valley beincrexceedingly suspicions of the movements of the Indil thf

n Irn"H ^''°^'";" '''''''''' ^^PP-"--n that son.e'e^m.ght be(u them m tiieir course to Albany. T.ahocrwando
therefore addressed the council upon that poL as follow!"Ukother Solihoany, and our Albany Brother : We take

r frShfo'"' 'r T' "^ ^° ^ ^°-''' «^ P-- -d-
are n

'
WT^ 1 ^"" ^''' '''^'" "^ ^^ ^^^« ^and. As there

IS ""'f'^'"''''
™'»^«' ^^"d some of them may be ill dis-

oSr usTo .?'" '"\"'" '^'""'^^^^^ y^"^ «-" P-P^ ^hat th yoffe us no abuse m the way down to your council-fire of peace

npn n"a ;
'^'".'', '' neglected, some misfortuneShappen

;
as all people do not meet so much like brothers as formerly on account of the present situation of affairr I would

ie";^,^k'eL^'Tver"''-''-^^
^'°"^' ^^ ^™^'^«^ ^^-^-^

a e mrchW2 ^"''" ^'^ ^^'^ '^^"^^°"' ^^'-^^ ^hfle weare marchmg along m peace and quietness, w^ miaht not bealarmed by a blow struck in our rear. We therefore d ire youwould begn., even at this council-fire, to publish your admo"

d i:: t'ovor "« ^^r^^^^^^
p^^^^' ^y ^»'- ^e 'Tedeclare to you, our Brothers, that the road is open for passingand repassuxg, and free from all embarrassments, throuTtheSix Rations, as it has been for a long time. Therefore we desire that we may have the same op^n road dowrtyo r ttended councU-fire at Albany."*

^

Colonel Francis replied :—
"Brethr,.n op the Six Nations: By this belt you de-

sire hat we may clear the road to Albany,' that none'o ourpeople may injure you. The road shall be as clear for you togo to Albany, .vs it is for us to go to the country of the Six Na-
tions. The twelve United Colonies have given us g eatpower over the white people. We will appoint white mewho speak your language and love your nations, to see yousafe down to Albany, and to provide provisions for you on^heway. We shall set out for Albany to-morrow mornin

"
to p epare matters for kmdling up the great council-fire thert"

'

mJnf AIK
^°™«i««'«"ers for the Northern Departmentmet at Albany, on the 23d of August, (with the exception of
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Major Hawlcy, who had delined his appointment in conse-

quence of ill health,) and made the necessary arrangements for

holding the treaty. An invitation was given to the civil au-

thorities of Albany, to pay the sachems and warriors a compli-

mentary visit in company with the Commissioners, which was ac-

cepted. A committee of the principal gentlemen of Albany wfs

likewise appointed, to join in the complimentary visit on tlui

24th. On reaching the quarters of the chiefs, they were ad-

dressed as follows:

—

"Brktiiern ok the Six Nations :—We, the deputies

appointed by the twelve United Colonies, the descendants of

auedar, and the gentlemen of the city of Albany, congratulate

you on your arrival here. They are glad to see you well, and

thank the Great God that he suffers us to meet."

In the course of this interview, the sachems intimated a de-

sire to have a consultation with the municipal officers of the

city of Albany before they met the commissioners in formal

council. It appears that there had been some diplomatic pas-

sages between the Oneida Indians and the Albanians, and an

interchange of messengers ;
and the chiefs were now c-irous

of having a conference with them. The commissioners,

anxious to humor the Indians, assented to the request
;
and

the Albanians appointed a committee, consisting of Walter

Livingston, Jeremiah Yan Rensselaer, and Samuel Stringer,

to miU<e the arrangements. The interview took place the

same evening, when ISeaghnagerat, an Oneida chief, opened

the proceedings whh a speech of very unusual lenyth for an In-

dian He commenced by an expression of his gratification that,

:n opening the ashes to rekindle the old council-fire, they had

found sonTe of the sparks remaining. He next referred to the

proceedings of a previous consultation at the German Flatts,

touchincr the conduct of Guy Johnson in removing their mis-

sionaries, and other matters. The meeting referred to seems

to have been a partial council, to which the "banians had sent

a deputation, the object of which was, by the exhibition of some

ancient belts, to remind the Indians of a former covenant of

peace with Quedar, and to dissuade them from engaging m

the existing quarrel. What had been said by the Albany de-

puties, at the conference referred to, but of winch no record

seems' to have been preserved, was now repeated in substance
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by the Oncida chief, after the Indian manner of condnctintr
ti.en- connciks. He then proceeded to rop\y seriaiLn ; from
which circunLstance it is prohable that the former couucil.f,re
had been raided up, before its proceedings were brought to a
close. The reply now made was decidedly and strongly paci-
fic. The chief admitted that "evil binls " had been busy in
circulating unpleasant rumors, and that efforts had been made
to make thorn swerve from their neutrality by Guy Jolmsnn
or Ills agents-at least, such was the inference from the speech •

but he over and over again protested the determination of th
feix Nations to avoid interfering with the controversy, and only
exhorted the Colonists to keep the path into their country
open, so that they could pass and repass without molestation
In regard to the removal of their nussionary, the chiefs saidOny Johnson had done it pursuant to "a belt "* received from
Governor Gage. He expressed the greatest respect for Mr
Kirklaiid

;
but at the same time, under the circumstances of

tlie case, suggested whether it would not on the whole be bet-
tar tor Mr. K. to lecve them for the present, until the storm
should be over and gone.

The speech having been ended, the Albanian Committee
than .ed them for it, and promised a reply after the grand coun-
cil with the Commissioners of the Twelve Colonies should be
terminated.

That council commenced its sittings on the day follcwino-—
August 25th. The Oneida speaker of the precedincr ev-nmo-
opened the council very appropriatelv, after which "the Coin"-
niissioners, before proceeding formally to business, proposed that
they should all sit down and smoke the pipe of peace too-etner
The suggestion was acceded to, and the calumet passed'round
This ceremony having been ended, the Commissioners opened
their mission by a very appropriate and effective speech, remind-
ing tlie Indians of some ancient covenants of friendship with
the Colonists, and repeating to them a portion of the speech of
Cannassatee^^o, an old and popular sachem of the Six Nations
whose name and character were held in great reverence b^
them, delivered thirty years before at a great council held in
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Lancaster.* The exhortation was, to union among themselves,

mid peace and friendship with the Colonists.

The council was th.iu adjourned to tiie 2Gth, when tlio

Connnissioners presniled the address from the Congress, of

which particular mention has been made on a preceding page.

Tiie deliberations of Indian councils arc slow procedures.

Their languasre is composed of long and intricate compounds,

and the necessity of deliberate and thorough interpretations, so

that the matter spoken and explained be fastened upon the

memories of the Indians, who possess not the advantage of

written language, renders the process tedious. The entire sit-

tings of two days were therefore required for the delivery and

interpretation, by Mr. Kirkland, of the Congressional "talk"

with which the Commissioners were charged. At the close,

one of the chiefs declared that the address contained " nothing

" but what was pleasant and good." But, as the matters pro-

posed were of high importance, they requested the next day for

separate deliberatbn among themselves, promising on the suc-

ceeding day, August 27th, to make their reply. Ii was not,

however, until the 31st of August that the Indians were rea-

dy to make known the results of their own secret councils.

Their answer was delivered by Little Abraham, the Mohawk

sachem of the Lower Castle. It was an able speech, thoroughly

pacific. But there was one declaration which it is difficult to

reconcile with the admitted veracity of the Indians, since it

was inconsistent with the well-known course of Guy Johnson,

and the covenant which had then already been made by Brant

and his followers, with Sir Guy Curleton and General Haldi.

mand at Montreal. We allude to the declaration of Little

Abraham, that Johnson had advised them to assume and pre-

serve a neutral position at the recent Oswego council. The

proceedings of Brant and Guy .Tohnson at Montreal had not

then probablv transpired in the Mohawk Valley. Still Guy

Jolmson must have dissembled, or spoken with a " forked

ton<me." to those Indians whom he supposed friendly to tht.

Colonies, or so great a mistake could not have been made by

Little Abrthaui.

A brother cf Cannassuteego was present on this occasion, and well remem-

bered his words.
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y iiiiuiti. ihey d(..sir<!d Hint whatever mio-nt ho |P,»

bvl.K?,
?'•"'''"""'>' '"'''- 1"'<1 l«" »ent ,0 them

an; i » L " "''"
'""^""™

''" ""•" " "'•^'iM with dv»

In the conclusion of his sneorli Ahr.,!, * ,

Pi.« or CftLt. tr '™',""'' '-"" """two

T„.clvo C„l„, ,: Tro^toT
' L "

:.t '"'I'""
""''"^ ">'

session iirain .. If ? P"' """" ""» P<;"ccablo pos-

" .««» ... hy the 1r„! „ d p, ,'/: , 'J'TT" ^°"
"i"

spoke wilh the .pint of prophecy

!

"''""^' '"'

When hltle Abraham Itad ended T:„i.

sylvania, respecting the territory of Wyoming of which^ilaccount wiJi follow in its proper place The Wl- I
thnt fii» i...wi I lu M"M''''*-t^- ine Indians avowed

...dia„ trade n,i,ht he re';^:^':':. tm bX'I hl'a'n^

reaue.,of the .„d,ans. They^lso^tlli' he £X
u /I 1 • * enaeu the council with the ao-onfc «fhe Colonies. The '< unfinished business" w t thf A^bfmans was resumed on the next day-September 2d--for whtt
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It-

purpose a council was formed in the Presbyterian church.

Ec'mlnissioncrs of the United Colonies were l^^cew.e m at-

tendance. After the prehnunaries of ^^^^^

^l^fjj^^^^^^
through with, the Indians were addressed at length by tne

Alb" ;^V mmittee. In the course of their speech, they ad^

t tedV-ticnlarly to the council at Oswe.o and the proc ed

ino-s of Guy Johnson at that place, respecting which they said

S had received no certain advices, and of ^h-ch they wis d

to be fully and explicitly informed. In regard to the land

J iionterposed by the Indians, the Con.mittee sa^ they pre-

sumed reference was had to the lands at Ticonderoga. 1 hat

was a question between the Indians and the corporation of Al-

bany thereas they were a committee from the people and

c dd'not entertainL question. They reminded the Indians

however that the question had been agitated before, and set-

rtedbv he Colonial Assembly. They also gave them to un-

derstand that the Indians were not the party havmg cause of

^°S^:;i;ofrSans was delivered by Little Abraham,

wlivng t'e land question, he proceeded to answer he ques^

tions put to them concerning the Oswego council " We look

'u'on t," said he, " that God will punish us should we concea

« any thing from you." The following passages are quoted from

''rBtJrni'rStVansactions of that treaty were very

public The Shawanese were there, and some from Detroit

Mr Johnson told us that the fire kindled there was a fire of

peace hat all the white people were the Kn.g^s subjects,

and" at U seemed they were intoxicated. He said the white

p
;' were all got drunk, and that God's Ju gment hung over

them • but he did not know on which side it would fall. Mr.

Johnson further told us, that the present
^-^f

^. ^^ ^^^
^^"^

dkdon account of the present dispute, and desired us not to

in erfe^e, as they were brothers ; and begged us to sit st.l and

I nt:in peace.' This is what Colonel Johnson to d us a^diat

council-fire. He also said he had his eye on Mr. Kirkland

hat he was gone to Philadelphia, and along the sea-coast
:

that

t wa^ become a great soldier and a leader. " Is this you

» minister?" says he; "do you think your mimser minds vour

« souls? No. " By the time he comes to Piuladelphia, will
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five fern cri;,7"™ "T P"^""' ""= I^oi"" of netroi^

wih J ?.. A V '" ^P^'"'^" from liini, but would talkwith Jum. And he lurther said that he would tell the Churnawaga Indians the same that he told ns nJfV ^
desired that two of each nat lo. m^t 'o Uo,

"
1 T''^"'He hkevvise desired us to conside w tf ' '""^ ^'""^ ^'•

our trade-whethor up th^ -t^t^clrTf.l'^:same tnne assured us that we should not suffer fiJwl ofgoods as we were not concerned, nor had any haL in he

h>er He'Tud-t,
""' ^'" "'' ^°'^'^^'^"^' abont'the e'o n l!hres. He s.ud there were two fires wJiich you should keenyonr eyes„pon; and if they call you down to AlbarTy do noyou go

;
lor they will deceive you, and teil you a 'r" at r^.nvfine stor.es. We arc very giad that vour langua^: and

"2
nel Johnson's so well agrees."

This report of the pi^oceedings of Guy Johnson at Oswegowas certamly unexpected, and entirely at variance with th!tenor ol h.s conduct previous to his departure from the M hawkValley, and dnr.ng his progress to tho west. It is barely posTroie hat he had not fully made up his mind as to the"0^^n.gh ultnuately pursue, and that his purpose was not defin tle
y determmed upon, until after his meetincr with Carleton andHaldunand at Montreal. And it is abundantly certan hat h"saotions oi Indtan neutrality, even had he entertained themwere very speedily abandoned. '

With the delivery of Abraham's last-mentioned speech howover, te council was closed; and although Schuyler Idouw had been appointed to keep the council fire burning, y ?tl ashes were soon raked up-never to be opened a^aii I

^2^' that was the last grand Indian coundl ever held in

^- Asmcntioaeciinthe IntroducMan to ,he present volume, the interesting p„K
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^M.o result was hio-hly satisfactory to the Com.nissioners and

app na sor:helnIans, .ho had heen weU P-d^^J
durincr the three weeks occupied at the G^''''^\^

^'J^v

suppUed with presents, and they took their leave

Testations of great good-will.

Most unfortunately, however, soon after then reu

Alhany, an epidemic disorder appeared among them m the

LJUig^yniangnaiitle^^

..Ur Indeed thev were almost exterminated. The

fhTCTcoun;' etSents, U.eso Schohane Indians, wta

rf at™! rt^^U'ta bn. an i„ade,„a.e and par-

Onpidas and the lower clan of the MohawKs. in^g
j

"lohawk warriors, headed by Thayendanegea, had left

ot tne ivioiiav

influential of the Onondagas, Cay-

*°
~:rse:, 1 hJ* '

acco-npanied Bran, and Guy

fr* r,l Montreal • and .vents, at no very distant day, proved

benefit to the cause ot the couniry. t- r

,.,,„, or ..OH a „.. o.une^^^^ ii^^:::;;r3;"ts
pubhshod complete. ^1-- 'mpor ance^^^^^^^^^^^^^

.^ ^„„^ ..^ i,d,„ed

t was the last grand counc.l of the '=''"^^^"'^^7
3^^ ^^eir great length, it was

the author originally to
.--"g\\^^«^,;^^'telrra ivt Hence the^ have been trans-

thought, would too

«--^\yta
"
;t t sign of the author to abridge the

:;ei: bu:ara?.::t;-sorn p7ved\hat their foPcc and spirit would be lost .n

n^Sof^.n!J;:tw„.ontneea.y .i^toryof B^oh«H. t I^e.
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^'^::;;::i:2^^jf^
^^'^-r-

^^p^- -^ neutral.

tl-ir attoution ^.f;
^^^^^^^'"^ -"-l^^ntly enabled to direc

thesettlcneut o defen e but toT
''"'?"* "•^""'^^'^^ «^

county.
'^' ^"^ ^^ ^'^« civil government of the

-S;r:;^^ri;:c;f"«
r^ --^^-d thus ^^ ,y

.

the disadvunt .rie have b
'

'™'"' '""^ ^''^^ ^«° ""^^r all

i"g tJio docisivo 0. lofr ,

'^«"^«n'P'''^tiug-not.vithstand-

pressions of tie C vv.

'''''y^' "^^ ^^ denouncing the op-

Colony of No V-YoHr;";; '
"ot yet exactly certain that the

had rL.„y 'i:Z.LZ}::^^Z Sit ^"

r-
"°'^"^'

pointed Governor ofNew-Yor™ .nd h.
' ' '^''" "P"

powers to detach her frl th c"se :fT T^'"^^
^

by tho Asia, man of vvnrT ,'''^."'^*'^ ^'^« Union-seconded

nianding th ty o N T; y "
b''^^

" ''' '"'""' ^"^ --
the Asi,r Imd Ihreatenod rn ,

.^ u
^""'- '^'"^ ^'^P'^" °*

Lee, who vvL hen ant \ "^- '^' '''''' ^^^^^^ ^feneral

be allowed to en u'C:r.r
""' '" ""^^ ^^^'^ ^^e east,

and the novver of . t
n' "''^^ ^^''^ ^he prevalence of terro;

Union b^un o" xl Sf'^ ,"' -"T"
^^ ''' ^^"^ ^^ ^^e

Indeed, avowal o 7,.^?^"^ ''^' Provincial Congress.

-ndard r':!. ^S.^ Il^^"^^^ ""^^ ^^^ ^^^^^

pcarances were rendered tl.pi Z ^'^ untoward ap-

of a secret co'oT; t'nef^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ '^ '''^ ^'^

y

tl'e parent governrnenHvainr " '''''' ascertained that

H..dson, an'd toTc^^ro /n^y!rk^M^^^^^
^"^^ ^^«

annies.* Of those deLns Sir ToL T h
""""^ '^''^ ^'^

well aware, and the hione" of fh
':''"'''" '^'^^ P^^^ably

dticed hirn to uZlT^ ^
''' \«^°'"Phsbment may have in-

after the dpanufeo^^'^^^^ T^'T ^'^ ^'^^"^ «^ ^^e times,

lowers. Sir'^ Jo , h!d
'

1

^'''^^^^"^"-l^- «"d /«•. army of fol-'

"'ostly loyal stsTnd the tot77""" ^«"-^^^y. -'- were

bers in Johnstorn" and if' i'k ''f
''' ''''''"^ "^ ^^^^?« """>

has formerly ba.n made "^f^r"''''°^'
""^ ^^^'^'^ '"^"tion

'^''n a respect!:;:;: z^'^:::;:^^^^'^'''''' ^-
emergency. "® *^""'^ ''•''7 '" a case of

* Marsimli'. Life of Washington.
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The Dutch and German population of the valley, however,

were chiefly Whigs ;
as also, by this time, were a decided ma-

ioritv of the entire white population, not only of the Moluuylc

Valley, but of Schoharie, Cherry Valley, and the other settle-

ments in the southern part of that widely-extended county

The o-eneral Committee executed their functions with equal

diligence and vigour. The inhabitants were en^^H^'^:'"^]

^^
o-anlzed into militia; the Committee deposed the sheriff, Mex •

render White,* and caused Colonel John Frey to be appoint d

in his place ; and, in one word, they took upon themselves both

the civil and military jurisdiction of the large section of coun-

try over which they had provisionally assumed the govern-

ment White had rendered himself particularly odious to the

Whi-s from the first. Under some trifling pretext, he had ar-

retted a Whio- by the name of .lohn Fonda, and committed him

voVrison. His friends, to the number of fifty men, under the

conduct of Sampson Sammons, went to the jail at night and

released him by force. From the prison they proceeded to the

lodc^incrs of the sheriff-, and demanded his surrender >\hite

•ooked out from the second story window, and probably recog-

nizing the leader of the crowd, inquired-" Is that you, Sam-

mons '^" "Yes," was the prompt reply; upon which White

discharged a pistol at the sturdy Whig, but happily without

miurv The ball whizzed past his head, and struck m the

sill of the door. This was the first shot fired in the war of the

Revolution west of the Hudson. It was immediately returned

by the discharge of some forty or fifty muskets at the sheriff,

but the only effect was a slight wound in the breast-just sut

firient to draw blood. The doors of the house were broken,

and White would have been taken, but at that moment a gun

was fired at the hall by Sir John. This was known to be a

signal for his retainers and Scotch partisans to rally in arms
,

and as they would muster a force of five hundred nien in a

very^hort time, the Whigs thought it most prudent to disperse

Thev collected again at Caughnawaga, however, and sent a

iXn to Sir John, den.anding that White should be g.en

up to them.t This demand, of course, was not complied with.

. Thufir.. liberty pole erect...! in the M..hawk V.aioy
--'

f G^..r,nnn Flails

...„d White! with a band of loyuliB.B. had cut down the emblem of rebelhon.

f
MP. narrative of Jacob Saramonr;.
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Dle'^J^In
1' ^''"""'"""^' "" "'''"'^y n^entioned, by an act of the peo-

bv G. Pr
7"'"'^'\ '""^'"''y" ^'^'^^ ^^^« re-commissionedby Governor Tryon

;
but tlie County Committee would notufcr In.n to re-enter upon the duties of the office. On the conay so h..h was the popular indignation against him thatiW.IS obliged to fly-setting his foce toward Canada a col'n.e by a whUe man named Peter Bone, and twotirZeT

i ; ir;ir"" '" JT^' ^^^^^'"^^ - ^^e Hudsonitiver, wheie the iiouse m which he lodged was surroundrdand .e fugitive shenfl^ taken prisoner. From therrt^aLen to Albany and imprisoned.* Shortly afterward he wasreleased on his parole, and left the country
The exigencies of the times required prompt and vigorousaction

;
and the Committee seems to have been compose fof exactly the right description of men. They arrested'sS ielus"persons, tried them, fined some, imprisoned more, and exedrd

others. Their duties also involved the preservation of thepeace in a critical period, among a mixed population of border

s^nnrif
"

'''' ''^"^'
'' ^"^p^"^"'^ -^- 'X-stramt, and of course requiring the controlling povver ofa strong arm. And y.t these high duties were genera rdis-charged with great satkLction to the public-the lov2s ex

c^t^l^fcourse-andthoirresolutionsLdecreesiS
::i-ed to by thoir con.tituauts with alacrity. Their influence wishkewis. successfully exerted in winning friends to the "op

"

Added to a eso multifarious duties, was the necessity ofkeeping a vigilant watch over the motions of Sir John John-son, whose position and conduct were alike equivocal, and thenumerous loyalists by whom he .vas surrounded. By th epeople every possible obstacle was thrown in the way of tl eCommittee, and no mothod of annoying and embarrass n'them left untried. They laboured to destmy the co.^d n o^ftl- people in the Coa.mhtee; called pubhc mee n 's L^i.

th Wr P
""-"""'""^""^"^^^

' -- -«empted^to cov rhe Whig Comniittees with ridicule, and now again chargethem with Illegal and tyrannical conduct.! The'consequen e
v^as. nmtualexasperatiou-sometimes between near neighbour

'

Narrative of Jacob .Sammons. { C
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*l

and the reciprocal engendering of hostile feeUngs between

friends, who ranged themselves under opposing banners. 1
liese

incipient neighbourhood quarrels occasioned, in the progress ot

the contest that ensued, some of the most bitter and bloody

personal conflicts that ever marked the annals of a civil war.

Several members of the Committee subsequently acted a dis-

tinguished part in the field ;
many of them sacrificed the.r es-

tates ; and some of them fell. Among them Ch.ustophku

P Yates, the first Chairman, accompanied General Mont-

o-omery as a volunteer to Ticonderoga and Canada, and altei-

tvard raised and commanded a corps of rangers. The fat.

of Nicholas Herkimer is well known, though his death will

be invested with new and additional interest in the progress oi

this narrative.! ^ i „„tr^

In reo-ard to Sir John, matters were now fast approaching to

a crisis" On the 7th of September the Committee wrote to the

Provincial Congress in New-York, denouncing his conduct

and that of his associates-particularly the Highlanders, who

to the number of two hundred, were said to be gathered about

him and by whom the Whigs « were daily scandalized, pro-

» yoked, and threatened." They added-" We liave great sus-

« picions, and are almost assured, that Sir John has a continual

..correspondence with Colonel Guy Johnson and his party, t

No sooner had the Congress of The Twelve Unitku

CoioNiES agreed to the Declaration, or manifesto, mentioned

in the beginning of the present chapter, proclaiming to the

world the causes, and the necessity of their appeal to arms,

than It was felt, on all hands, even by the timid and hesUating,

that England and the Colonies now stood, not in the relation

; ?:rSltlt"xtct is fro. a lettor of .he State Co.n>ittoe of Safety under

dalTf December: 1775, Bigned by John M'Kesson, Clerk of the Prov.ncal Con-

; s -^wa reeted b'y this Congress to assure you of the high esteen, a.ul

«tthey have for your vigilant, noble-spirited County Comnnttee.- The fol en

JwafL General Schuyler in the summer of 1776:-" The propnety of y
.

;":o:ducrandyourgenerouLxertionsinthecouseofyourcountryer^^^^^^^^^^^^

"thanks of everyone of its friends; please to accept of mme most smcerely.

7fItrird ascertained that such a correspondence was carried on

„,L.hthe Indian., who conveyed letters in the heads o the.r 'o'-'^-vUb - "

the ornaments wo, n about their persons. The Indians also brousht powder ae,os.

from Canada.— CampWI's .InnoU.
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of parent and children, but in the attitude of two nations le^al-.
ly at war. Hence the patriots of Tryon County begaii to look
more closely, and witli greater assurance, to the dej)ortment of
Sir John.ofwhosedesigns,ashasbeenseen, they had fromthe first

entertained strong suspitions. The movements of Sir Guy Carle-
ton, moreover. Governor-general of Canada, who had been com-
missioned to muster and arm all persons within that province,
and to wage war by land and sea against « all enemies, pirates, or
" rebels, either in or out of the province," to " take them and
" put them to death, or preserve them alive, at his discretion,"
were now creating great uneasiness on the northern frontier,
from which quarter they were apprehending a formidable inva-
sion. The management of the northern department having
been committed to Generals Schuyler and Montgomery, who
were now directing a force upon Montreal and Gluebec, the
Tryon County Committee determined to probe the intentions of
Sir John Johnson at once and to the bottom. For this pur-
pose, on the 26th of October, they addressed him the following
letter :— *

^ " Tryon County Committee Chamber,

Oct. 26, 1775.
" Honorable Sir,

" As we find particular reason to be convinced of your
opinion in the questions hereafter expressed, we require you,
that you'll please to oblige us with your sentiments thereupon
in a few lines by our messengers, the bearers hereof, Messrs.
Ebenezer Cox, James McMaster, and John James Klock, mem-
bers of our Committee.

" We want to know whether you will allow that the inhabit-
ants of Johnstown and Kingsborough may form themselves
into companies, according to the regulations of our Continent-
al Congress, for the defence of our country's cause ; and
whether your Honor would be ready himself to give his per-
sonal assistance to the same purpose.

" Also, whether you pretend a prerogative to our County
court-house and gaol, and would hinder or interrupt the Com-
mittee, to make use of the same public houses, to our want
and service in the common cause?
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w

« We don't doubt you will comply with our reasonable re.

quests, arid thereby oblige,
^ « Honorable Sir,

« Your obedient and humble Servants.

» rp^
^f^g

" By order of the Committee,

Honorable Sir John Johnson, " Nicholas Herkimer,

Johnson Hair
"Chairman."

The deputation named in the letter waited upon S'r John

in person, to receive his answer-the substance of which they

reported to the Committee verbally as follows, viz :-

"1 By perusing our letter. Sir John replied that he tl inks

our requesis very unreasonable, as he never hud denied the

use either of thJcourt-house or gaol to any body, nor wcnid

vet deny it, for the use which these houses have been built ioi
,

'bu he looks upon it that the court4iouse and gaol are his pro-

perty till he is paid £700-the amount of which being out of

his Docket for the building of the same.

?2li regard of embodying his tenants into companies, he

never' did forbid them, neither should do it, as they may use

to pleasure; but we might save ourselves the trouble, he

hpino- sure that they would not. ^

>3 Concerning himself, he said, that before he would sign

any association, or would lift his hand up against his King, he

xvould rather suffer that his head shall be cut off.

'purler he replied, that if we should make any unlawfu

use of the gaol, he woild oppose it, and also he mentions that

Tre have many unfair means been used for increasing the a -

^;:t!;:andumting the people; ^^ ^^ --"^r;^ ^^^
ble gentlemen in New-York that they were obliged to uiute

he'rwL they could not live there; -d that he wWorm^
hv ffood authority, that likewise two thirds of the Canajoharie

aL'aerman FlatS people have been forced to sign the ...cles
;

and in his opinion the Boston people are open rebels, and the

nthfr Colonies have ioined them."

tamrf™elyo„ receiving .hi. report, the Co—e
deter-

mined to brin" the question of the occnpanoy of the gaol to an

"
e 1^ "therlre directed that t.o "f "«'7"»"^''

nimed Lewis Clemen, and Peter Bowen,' who had been «.-

. A.-W„ue„.doo«,,„.,.. i.d»«..h. Wict,h...h»e p».e.. .»."•»•.

thou"li it IS not 30 distinctly stated.
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fenced to certain periods of confinement for political offences,
should be forthwith conveyed to the prison, under agiiard com-
manded by Captain Jacob Skkbeu, with instructions, that
should the gaoler refuse to receive them into close confinement
for the time specified, or should they be opposed by Sir John,
then Captain Seeber w. to bring them to the house of " our
" voted and elected new high sheriff, John Frey, Esq. who shall
" immediately inform thereof our chairman for further direc-
" tions."

Sir John did not allow the Committee to take possession of
the gaol, and they were obliged to fit up a private house as a
temporary prison

;
while some of their prisoners were sent to

i\lbany, and others as far as Hartford for safe keeping.* The
Committ.ie apprised the Provincial Congress of their proceed-
ings in this matter, from which body they received the follow-
ing communication in reply :

—

" Dec. 9th. The Congress have this day entered into the
consideration of your letter of the 28th of October, and are ot
opniion that your application to Sir John Johnson, requesting
an answer from him whether he would allow his tenants to
form themselves into companies, and associate with their
brethren of your County, according to the resolves of the Con-
tmental Congress, for the defence of our liberties, was impro-
per with respect to him, and too condescending on your part,
as it was a matter that came properly within your province

:

and to which we doubt not but you are competent, as you have
a line of conduct prescribed to you by Congress. With respect
to your second question, whether he would take any active part
in the controversy at present existing between Great Britain
and her Colonies, we conceive it to be very proper, and thank
you for information on that head.

" As to the third question, we conceive that he has no claim
nor title to the court-house and gaol in the County, as we are cre-
dibly told that his father. Sir William Johnson, did in his lifetime
convoy the same to two gentlemen in trust for the use of your
County. However, as an attempt to use the same for the pur-
pose of confining persons inimical to our coiuitry may be pro-
ductive of bad consequences, we beg leave to recommend to you,

• Campbell's Annals,
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to procure some other place which may answer the end of a

gaol Ind give you our advice not t( molest Sir John as long

Is he shall continue inactive, and not impede the measures ne-

cessary to be carried into execution from bemg completed.

"We are extremely sorry that Mr. White has, by his nnpru-

dent conduct, rendered himself justly otfensive to you. The

best advice wecan criveyou in this unpleasant atfair is, that if you

are of opinion that his continuing in his office will be danger-

ous to your liberties, then that you pern)it the office to be ex-

ercised by his deputies. And that you draw up a petition, get

as many persons of your County to sign it as possible, and pre-

sent it to the Governor of the Colony, setting forth that it is

very disagreeable to the people in general that he should exe-

cute that office, and praying that he may be displaced, and his

place supplied by a person who would be acceptable to the peo-

ple of your County.
« We are respectfully,

" Gentlemen,

« To Nicholas Herkimer, Esq. )
« Your most o^fdi^ent

Chairmaii, and the
[

" l^imble bervants.

Committee of Tryon County. )
" By order,

Nathl. Woodhull, Pres."

The first net of positive hostility on the part of the Indians,

du- 1- this bitter and bloody contest, was committed in the

Autumn of the present year. General Schuyler having been

oblio-ed temporarily to leave the northern army in consequence

of ill healih, the command devolved upon General Montgome-

ry who had advanced a second time upon St. Johns and cap-

tured the fortress-Sir Guy Carleton having been repulsed by

Colonel Warner at Longueil, in his attempt to cross the St.

Lawrence and advance to its succor. It appears that, either

in the first or second attack upon St. Johns, or m both, the

Americans had been opposed by some of the Mohawk Indians

—those, doubtless, who had accompanied Guy Johnson to Ca-

nada. Hence, on the 27th of October, tlie Tryon County

Committee " unanimously resolved, that a letter should be

« sent to the sachems of the Canajoharie Castle, m regard to

« the return and present abiding of some Indians in their

" Castle from Canada, who have acted inim.ically against us.

\
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" and fought against our united forces near the fort St. John,
" not to give shelter to such real enemies among them."
No copy of the letter written pursuant to this resolution has

been preserved. It is noted among the papers of the Commit-
tee, however, that ',ne sachems and warriors of Canajoharie
.Jostle appeared before them in person, and made the following
answer to their epistle of remonstrance :

" [Jkothkhs: vVe are thankful to you that you opened to
us your hearts, and we comprehend to be all true what you
wrote to us. We live together. Gentlemen, and we shall do our
endeavour to ans.ver you upon all the contents of your letter,
as much as we can remember thereof.

"BuoTHiiRs: We have not yet forgotten our agreement
made m Albany. It is not such a long time ago, we can re-
me.-nber u yet. Although we have not put it in writino-, it is
yet ui our memory We can remember very well that'there
iiuve been twelve Governors with whom we agreed,and we made
a level road to the Six Nations, to Boston, and to Philadelphia.

BimvHKRs: We have, as well as the Senecas and others
of tiie Six Nations, been very glad, to make that road, wherewe went and shall go. It is all peace and very good. The
Nations have been very glad for the making of that good road
and It IS all peo.eable. But we are afraid you make the fir.1
disturbance on the sea-side-because you are a fighting already
They have made that good road, but they will not hope that
we should spill blood upon it. You said in your letter that
you cannot keep your young people back, but we think you are
masters of them, and could order them. Some of our voun-
people are now in Canada, and perhaps they are killed : 'but ff
so be, our hearts will not be sore about it.

"There are some young people, among them here, Avhomwe could persuade to stay and not to meddle themselves with
tiie hghting of the white people ; but some went yet away, andwe are glad to see them back again, because they have been
debauched to go away.

" Bkoth.rs: The Six Nations are now speaking about that
good road, and are glad

; but if they shall perhaps pass that road
and see some blood spilled upon it, then they would be surprised.

Bko.hehs: VVe have made a very strong agreement of
friendship together, and we be^r you will not break it for sake
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of somo wron? done by some, who htivc been deoauched. You

will drop it, we hope, for the present."

The Committee rephodtothcm in substance, that if those of

their youn^ men who had first spilt the blood of their wiiite

brethren, had come back repenting of their conduct,^ they

should first have gone to the Connnittee, and nmnifesttid their

sorrow to them. Far from doing so, however, one of them,

named William Johnson, h.-id, on the contrary, boasted of his

lioslile proceedings, and spoken boldly against the cause of the

Americans.

On the 30th of October, at the request of some of the chiefs

of the Mohawk Castle, John Marbatt was deputed to hold a

conference with them, in reference to the imprisonment of Cle-

uieiit and Bowen. Marbatt says, in his letter to General Herki-

mer, Chairman of the Committee :—
« The heads of the Mohawk Castle met me at Abraham

Quackenbush's, and made a speech to me. They said we

were all brothers, and all brought up together, and hoped that

we might remain so. They said they were very sorry for their

two brothers, J.ewis Clement and Peter Bowen, and desired

that they might be discharged. It was so hard for them to see

their brethren in confinement that they could not rest. Where-

on I told them there was a law ;
;-nd if any of our I rothers

transgressed the law, they must exp<'ct to be punished by the

law. "l told them that any one that behaved [well] should not be

disturbed at all. But they begged that as they had transacted

this, [offended] before tin' law took effect, the might be dis-

charged ;
and if ever they transgressed again, ttiey had nothing

to say against punishing them. They told me that they want-

ted to go a hunting, and could not go from home contented

until this matter was settled. They desired me to give them an

answer against next Saturda/. Gentlemen, I hope you will

settle this^matter for peace's sake. Your compliance will much

oblige your friend and humble servant," &c.

The speech from the Canajoharie Indians, just recited,

if closely scrutinised, might appear somewhat equivocal.

Still, it was not belligerent ; and, when taken in connexion

with the preceding letter, the presumption is reasonable, that

Ihe Mohawks remaining about their ancient castles, had not

yet detei-miued to nverve from their engagement of neutrality.
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Such was the progress of fho Revohition, in the County of
Tryon, down to the close of 1775. A rapid jrlance at contorn-
poranooMs events not already noted, occurring elsewhere, will
close the history of the year. The battle of Hunker Hill had
aroused all New England to arms

; and by the time of Gene-
ral Washmgton's arrival to assume the cominaud, during the
hrst week in July, the British forces were so elfectually shut upm Boston, as .o be obliged to send out small vessels to a distance
or supplies. To cut-up this species of coast-wise commerce,
the Colonies of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connocticu;
each fitted out tw,^ small cruisers, before Congress had made a
buggestion respecting a naval armament. The first avowal of
ollensive hostility against the mother country, was containedm the act o( the iMassacluisetts Congress for fitting out a naval ar-
mament; and among the first fruits was the capture, by Captain
Manly ol Marblehead, of a large British ordnance brig, laden
with several elegant brass pieces of artillery, a lar^e supply of
small arms, tools and utensils of all warlike descriptions, &c
llu-ce days alterward Captain xManly captured three more
British ships laden with military stores South Carolina was
at the same time making vigr. pn-parations for war, hnt
had not exceodmg 3,000 lbs of g.uipowder within the province.
Byhltmg out a fast sailing vessel, however, they were ena-
bled to intercept a supply vessel off St. Augustine, and obtain
a large and timely addition to their stores-15,000 pounds of
gunpowder alone. Meantime the afl^airs of the Colonies con-
tinued to lorm the leading ond most exciting topic of debate in
the British Parli vnent. Lord North, who, it is now known
acted throughout this great struggle more in obedience to the
positive requisitions of the King, than in accordance with his
own private wishes, insisted upon the strongest mea.su res of
compulsion. General Conway, Colonel Lutterell, Mr Tames
Grenville, the Duke of Grafton, and Lord Lytileton, spoke in
favor of concession to the Colonies, and argued in favor of re-
pealing every enactment respecting the matters in dispute with
the Colonies, subsequent to the year 1 763. The ministers con-
tended that they might as well acknowledge the independence
of the Colonies at once. Mr. Burke, during this season, made
his great speech on American affairs, and introduced his con-
ciliatory bill, proposing " a renunci-ation of the exercise of ta--
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» ation, without at all interfering with the question of right.

« It preserved the power of levying duties, for the regulation of

« commerce ; but the money so raised was to be at the disposal

u of the several general assemblies. The tea duty was to be

« repealed, and a general amnesty granted." This proposition,

thoucrh regarded with more favor than the others, was rejected
;

and The Administration was sustained in the policy of sending a

larcre sea and land force against the Colonies, accompanied with

offers of mercy upon a proper submission.* The Contme^nta

Congress, however, still continued its efforts to prevent a final

separation; and another address to the King was adopted, be-

seedling the interposition of his royal authority to aflord relief

from their afflicting fears and jealousies, and restore harmony by

the adoption ofsuch measures aswould effect a permanent recon-

ciliation. This petition, signed by John Hancock, was presented

in Parliament on the 7th of December, and gave rise to several

motions for a pacification-all of which were rejected.!

The military operations of the Autumn were chiefly confnied

to the expedition against Canada. Lord Dunmore, it is true,

had given several additional impulses to the Revolutionary

spirit in Virginia, by the manner of his opposition
;
and the

enemy had still farther exasperated the people of ^ew England

bv burning the town of Falmouth, in the north-eastern part of

Massachusetts. Having timely notice, the people fled from the

town, which was furiously bombarded, and 139 dwelling-

houses and 278 warehouses were burnt. The invasion of Ca-

nada, by Generals Schuyler and Montgomery, has already been

incidentally mentioned. General Schuyler had issued a suitable

proclamation to the inhabitants of Canada, on entering that ter-

iitory ; but he was obliged by ill health to relinquish the com-

mand to General Montgomery. St. John's surrendered on the

3d of November; but while the siege was pending, Co onel

Ethan Allen, with thirty-eight of his Green Mountain boys

was captured, and sent to England in irons.t Allen deserved

his fate, however, for his rashness and disobedience of orders

Still, he was very near capturing Montreal with the small

party h6 had led in advance, as was subsequently admitted by

one of the British oflicers.

The fort at Chamblee fell into the hands of Montgomery,

• Holmes's Annals, Par. Regislor. t Idem. { Idem,
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together with a large quantity of military stores, which wereofgreat use

;
among them were three tons ofpowde . Mon r IIvas next tuKen by the Provineials-Goieral Carleton ecams m a boat with muffled oars to Three R.vers, fromwhence he hastened to Quebec. Montgomery, with hL ZZanny, was swift to follow him thither; there his arrivd ad^eeu anticpated by Colonel Arnold, with upward of 700 Nevv

ncedible serv.ee of traversing the unexplored forest, from theKennebec to the mouth of the Chaudiere. Uniting he f^r e

the ;:;t?n' '^ «^-' Montgomery laid siege to auebec onhe 1st of December. His artillery, however^was too li.l.t tomake any impression upon its walls, and it was at lenc^h de-rm.ned, If possible, to carry the town bv a combined Ta sau tn-om t.vo djrect.ons-one division to be led by Montgomery ad
3 St" 'ne

' t""-.
''" "'^^^P"^^ was undertaken on the31st of December, and the year cosed by the repulse of bothdivisions and the fall of Montgomery.

The success which had marked the American arms in theearly part of the Canadian campaign, made a strong impres
siou upon the Caughnawaga Indians. The Canadians,Tne-
ra y were exceedingly averse to engaging in the unnaUiral
CO .test, and were strongly inclined to favor the cause of the
Colonies

;
and notwithstanding tlie descent of Brant and theMohawks to Montreal, and the solicitations of Governor Carle-

ton, the Caughnawagas sent a deputation to General Washino-.
on, at Cambridge, as early as the month of August, avowino-

tiK-.r readiness to assist the Americans in the event of an ex"pednion into Canada.t This assurance was fulfilled. In a

A..o.,,t, which was intercepted, the Canadian Governor said-Many of the Indians have gone ov(-:r to them (the Americans),
• and large numbers of the Canadians are with them." «

I had
'^
hopes of holding out for this year, though I seem abandoned

^^

by all the world, had the savages remained firm. I cannot
blame these poor people for securing themselves, as they see
niu titudes of the enemy at hand, and no succour from any
part, though It is now four months since their operations
against us first began.": ' The subsequent reverses of tho

f I'T "IZ'f"^'"'
'" "" *"'''''""^ of Cungro.8, Aug. 4ll, 1775.

r L^-tUT of Wusluiigton to Uw. Scliuvlur
^ Sparks.
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Americans,
h„wevc,ch„„gedthe™as«sof.hoseIna^

thev were ere long found warring m the ranks ol '"e ^"'"

i: a 1 .he mians did no. join .he Br...sh smndard^ ^oi-

.„„,.,.„„aing .ha. '>^^^^^^T^,:^^^'^^
sap war, the year before, .hey '''"''",

,he ha.chet with

British emissaries and the Senecas to take up .he

S:tt,tS\,pir;do'n:rhrh aseieetdepu.

Wp and SD rited warrior ot the Lenape, uum.y

"„, id no' emhark in a war, to destroy a P-ple l=or,^ on

ii with himself The Americans, he said, were lus

?Ss a,.r":"nd no nation should dictate .0 h,nr or

his tribe the course they shoultt pursue.

Hcckewelder.

%



CHAPTER Vr.

^ComCIT.r^l""^'' "' t'!£So.ith-Suspicioug conduct of Sir John Johnaon-

8i!j" red'
' conduct-How the violation of his parole was con-

Thk dawn of the New Year was lighted up by the confla-
gration o( Norfolk, by order of Lord Dunmore, tlie royal Go-
vernor of V.rjr.nia. His Lordship had previously retired with
lusadhorcMts to the fleet

; and this act of Vandalism was di-
rect,.] by way of retaliating tipon the Whigs of that borouc^h
for having refused s.ipplies to the Liverpool man of war The
people thoniselves destroyed the buildings nearest the waterm order to deprive the ships even of chose sources of supply
After ertusmg for a time on the coast of Virginia, and beinJ
every where repnlsed-some of his ships having been driven o^shore and t.e.r erews captured and imprisoned by the Colonists-his Lordship was obliged to destroy those of his vessels which

the Wes! ';'T''^f '^r^
--^^^ ^^'f".?« ''i-n-self in Florida andthe West lutlies. Another incide.it adverse to the roval irm.was the defeat, by the Provincials under Gene , 1tl'

S

General M-Donald, (commissioned by Governor Martin ) n hisat.en.pts to bring North Carolina to obedience. The bi ,^^
'^

.s|
..., -n tins defeat w.os gallantly fought at Moorcfc eek

•^ nf;.. 7''^
''""'^" "^' ^''^'"^^'-' command n.dbont lOOO mnn.io men and mihtia. A laro-ofm-intit^. of .„•

fell into the hands of the Provincials; anS t Sren^a

^

ReSUmillLr thu llisloiMrnf tUr. Mrilin,..!^ ir 11 , ,j._, ..r liic iUonawk Valley: although tho

:;:h:j
:
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4
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Autumn of the preceding year had passed^^^^
region, yet no small degree of uneasn.ess was ^^eated ear y m

the wuLr, by the suspicious
^<>-^-^' f ^'\'^l\l;^Zn^^^

heightened, as will appear in the sequel, by
^' ^« J^Pj;;

'

^^^_

tions sent forth by a man who, in the end, proved to be an irn

Zor Such w re the spirit of the times moreover, and tie

It was oeut^vLu, ui -, . numerous,
•

1 1 11 uic nclhprpnts as we nave ^ccIl, «v/iv/ » ,

l™aL"lo tl,i. ofrec, w.. laid „cfo,e C™?"-
J, l^™™;

^r It was also declared, by a man named ConneU U.a a

CO siderable quantity of am. and ;<"'"•'";'-;"•;;*:::

litp -.rticles had l.ccn collected and concealed l,y the loras at

, ,,; t wn 'to be v.ed when the proper „.omen. for acuon a

r T e facts disclosed hy Connell were supported by Im

T i,i„n w e enpon a resolution was adopted by Congress,
deposuron

,
^"''«™P°" '

,„
,,, i„,„„„„d „f these circum-

?"""',?d™shtl^t'°,dopt the n,ost speedy and etfec

stances, »"^'"^;''
'-,^^^ ,,,„ Jj „,„s and military stores;

r'=:;ri:;h^s,.pr..er^^ti,^^^^^
.aUin. such measures ,n ?« '

^^ ™fV^, ,",„u„io„ was

,„ ensure ''-
^''^^t yl A -y early m January, and

r;::'
':".ft,Lrtmg meal,rcs for its execution.

—Vide Jour. Con.
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General Schuyler having at that time no troops at his disposal,
was under the necessity of communicating with the sub-com-
mittee of safety of Albany County, for which purpose, in order
that a knowledge of the business with which he was charged
might not transpire, he previously administered to them the
oath of secrecy. They were at first embarrassed in devising a
pretext for the preparations it was necessary to make for the
expedition

;
but the opportune arrival of a letter and an affida

vit, (probably from Oonnell,) from Tryon County, contamino-
f.ccounts exactly suited to the emergency, afforded ample rea-
sons for a call upon the militia. General Schuyler at first
supposed that a force of three hundred men, with the assistance
they would be certain to receive from the Whigs of Tryon
County, would be amply sufficient. It was determined, how-
ever, in order (o p- duce a deeper effect upon the loyalists
agamst whom they were proceeding, to march with a Ibrce ot
seven hundred men.

Nevertheless, in order to preserve th« good-will of the Indians
of the Lower Mohawk Castle,* and guard against taking them
by surprise or giving them unnecessary alarm, Mr Bleecker
the Indian interpreter, residing at Albany, was despatched 'o
the Castle on the 15th, charged with a belt and the fbllowinff
message to the Indians :

—

"Brothers
: I am sent by the Commissioners of the United

Colonies, to acquaint you that the brethren of Albany have
received inlbnnation that several persons in and about Johns
town are busy m enlisting men to cut our throats, and arc ma-kmg other hostile preparations to assist in enslaving this coun
try, and to prevent and stop up the road of communication to
the Westward Your Albany Brothers, on this alarming occa-
sion have collected their warriors, and are now sending them
up the river in order to inquire into the truth of the report, and
act tliereupon as they may judge needful.
"Brothers: Be not alarmed at these preparation.

; nothing
IS intended against you

; our own safety and liberty impel us
to this measure

;
you can rest perfectly satisfied that we will

invariably pursue our friendly disposition towards you, and ex-

•M •

f!
'

•i

-rir

:): I
.

i

'l

I



122 LIFE OF BRANT.
[177G.

,1.

.i

*»

pect that you will, agrecatle to the promise, you made u. at

Alljany, take no part in the present struggle.

" llIoTHDRs We promised you last Summer tha Sir Join

„„d"sSshould^.ot be molested .dtile he .ooK,.,na^

sures against us. We are yet of that mmd ;
and ,f he has act.a

-?'Brrsr;:p=stTn^ iu.o yo.

:rinfy:r;:^^^^^^^^^^
TefCe of the lix Nations, that no uneasiness may take

'''Thfl"te'by,,o means pleased with the proposed

Jasta of he Valley; autt-ipating, probably, an mjur.ou ef-

fect upon their own people, and perhaps ttyury to S" J"'' '"

whom they were sineerely attached. After due dehberaUo.,,

M Ke ker was sen. baek with a belteontatnmg the Wo v-

tag reply to the Commissioners, or, .n other words, to General

^''"mroVi^HS : This belt we present to the Commissioners ol

,heSeUn.ed Colonies and our Brothers of Albany and

d si I them that the troops that were eom.ngup should ™.

1 „r. «n sreedilv • that perhaps a mode might be pomtid

fthinkL to have it settled, by appointing three or our per-

son otrea" with Sir John about it; that they would retain

he belt se'u by the Commissioners till such time as they heard

t^^^Z^^oners, ar.d in case the troops d.d not come

hen they would send the belt forward to the other nat cn^

hut il they came up, then they would keep the same m thcir

hutil ^^'^11^ }'^
^i^^i, „,,ion should immediately go

rst'Jm a r est him to remain silent andbeatpc.ee;

anf hat r case there were any in Johnstown that were

Toric they would settle them, and make them remam peaco-

ir Tha' all the mieasiness in the minds of Sir John, and

tne'others in Johnstown, originates from accounts that they
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receive from people in Albany; that they daily have accountsfrom thence that the New England people areLmingup d !
stroy Sir John and his possessions " «= P "«

Accompanying this message, the Squaws also took the sub-ject m hand, and charged the interpreter with a belt with thefollowmg message on their own behalf:-

fh^l^'TT.'n'''
Commissioners of the United Colonies andhe people of Albany

: This belt we present you, and herebyrenew the covenant that was made last summer
; and we beer

that no disturbance shall be made up here, and that the said
covenant may not thereby be broken : that in case the troops
were to come up, it might create great uneasiness, as they and
Sir John were of one blood

; and that in case Sir John was dis-
turbed, u might touch their blood, and we beg some other modemay be pointed out whereby this uneasiness may be settled "
General Schuyler, however, did not wait for the return of

his messenger from the Indians, but proceeded to Schenectady
on the Ibth, at the head of a strong division of militia, and ac
companied by General Ten Broeck, Colonel Varick, and se
veral other officers. The militia turned out with great alacrity,
notwithstanding the severity of the weather and the badness of
Uie roads. On the evening of his arrival at Schenectady.
General Schuyler was met by a deputation of the Mohawks
headed by L.ttle Abraham, who, in a very haughty tone,^ ad'
dressed him as follows :— ^ » y ,

au

" We intended to have gone down to Albany in order to
speak to you

;
but thank God that he has given us an oppor-

tunify to meet you here, as we have some matters to commu-
nicate to you."

"""uu

^_
Tojvhich General Schuyler replied with corresponding bre-

" I am very glad to see you here, and I shall be glad to hearwhat the Brothers have to say, as my ears are always open to

Force, Esq. who obligingly favored the au.hor wilh the u.r J^r""^'""'
''> ^''''

I ? i

i»<
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« Brothers : You lately sent to our place four men, who ar-

rived to us last SiuKlay luorning.* They told us they were

sent up to us by you to inform us of those military preparations

which were making down in this quarter. By tliem you let

us know that you thouorht it not prudent to send armed men

amongst us without previously notifying us. Likewise, Bro-

thers, your messengers informed us of the reasons of your com-

ing in this manner. You informed ur, that you had heard that

there were a number of men embodied . ; Sir John's, about

Johnstown. You told us likewise, that as soon as they had

completed their body, they intended to destroy the settlements

up and down the river. You informed us that you were com-

ing up to inquire into the truth of the report, and who it was

that gave out commissions, and what were their designs. At

the same time you assured us that no harm was intended

against us, the Six Nations, as we had last summer publicly en-

gaged that we would take no part against you in your dispute

with the great King over the Great Water.

« Brothers : Yon told us thr.l you Avould come to search

into the truth of the report, and you assured us also that you

would not be the first aggressor, and that it should be our own

fault if any blood was spilt. You told us that you would ac-

quaint the Lower Castle first of the design, that they should send

up to the Upper Castle, and they to the Oneida, and tliey to

Onondaga, and so through the whole Six Nations.

« Brothers : We thanked your messengers for the speech

delivered to us, and we would consider of it for some time to

return them an answer accordingly. Brothers, a small number

of us who take care of the news met m council on this occa-

sion. We thanked your messengers for informing us first

of your designs. We said we knew the agreement which was

entered into with the whole twelve United Colonies. At that

meeting you remember it was agreed to remove all obstacles

out of the way of the path of peace, to keep it so that we might

pass and repass without being annoyed.

« Brothers : you told us that you came to inquire into the

The Mohawk chief seems here to refer to an embassy to their castle a fi^v

days i.r.'vious to that pcrfor.ned hy Mr. Bieeciter, not mentioned hy Genen.l Schny-

ler. Or, perhaps, a wrong date was given to the message transmitted by the inter-

preter.
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truth 01 the report, which might be done by 4 or T, withoutany danger m making the inquiry. We proposed your send-mg up SIX persons to inquire into the truth of this matter, as it
^vould be a shame to interrupt them, as no person would be somean to give them any obstruction. As for sendmg your belt
forward, we thought to retain it until we had heard whether
our proposal had been accepted or no. And we desire that youwould consider of this matter, and keep your troops at home,and let us know your mind

; and if, after considering of our pro-
posals, you do not agree to them, that you will then let us knowwhat you intend to do. They likewise sent word to you thatwhen they had heard from you, whether you accepted of our
proposals, we would then do as you desire in sendino- up
the news. ° ^

"Brothers: We expected an answer to our proposals-
but none arrived until we were informed by a woman who
returned from Albany, that those preparations were actually
making, and that troops Were actually marching in the countryWe then, Brotliers, took the matter into consideration, and de-
termined it was best for a party to meet you, and you see us
this day, Brothers, arrived. We come, Brothers, to be- of you
that you take good care and prudence of what you are o-oincr
about We beg of yo.i, Brothers, to remember the encragemen"t
which was made with the twelve United Colonies at our inter-
view last summer, as we then engaged to open the path of
peace, and to keep it undefiled from blood. At the same time
something of a different nature made its appearance. You as-
sured us. Brothers, that if any were found in our neighborhood
inimical to us, you would treat them as enemies. The
Six Nations then supposed that the son of Sir William was
pointed at by that expression. We then desired particularly
that he might not be injured, as it was not in his power to in-
jure the cause

;
and that therefore he might not be molested.

1 he Six Nations then said they would not concern themselves
with your operations in other parts, but particularly desired that
this path migfit be free from blood. And now, Brothers we
repeat it again

;
we beg of you to take good care and not to spill

any blood in this path, and the more especially. Brothers, as it
IS but of this day that the Six Nations had so agreeable an in-
terview with the (Jolonies, and our chiefs are now huntino- in

' ' '.

''...4 *

iji I

am 1. 1* «*

rt

Ci •-(•

'

'

;.

I

'¥;

1:

r

K
.,•«'

i-:«

1::'

i i 1

c* »!

1 1'

)r<
1 ;(

1 . t

i



tgttittmtmmt

126 LIFE OP BRANT. [1776

J

the woods, and not dreaming that there is any prospect that

this path is or will be defiled with blood.

" We informed you, Brothers, that we had heai.l ot a woman,

that you were advancing, and that you had cannon. We then

took it into considrration. We thought it strange that camion

should 1,0 brought into the country, as the twelve United ( olo-

Hies had so lately opened the path of [,eace. As you will re-

member that this path was opened last Spring, mid tiie bix JNa-

tions agreed to keep it open. We then thought what could in-

fluence^lle twelve United Colonies to open th.s path, and trom

the present appearance it is as if with a design that the cannon

should pass free from all obstruction.

"Brothers, attend! It was your request, and a matter

agreed upon by the twelve United Colonies, that we should

n'^nd nothing but peace ;
therefore, Brothers, as we mean to

observe that agreement, we have expressed ourselves as above,

and as Brothers : we mind nothing but peace. We look upon

ourselves as mediators between the two parties
:

therefore.

Brothers, as your messengers declared that you would not be

the aggressors, we informed Sir John of this, and earnestly

bcg-ed of him not to be the aggressor, or the means of spilling

blood • and at the same time assured him, that if we found that

he should be the aggressor, we would not pay any farther at-

tention to him; and likewise told him, that if our Brothers of

the United Colonies were the aggressors, we should treat them

in the same manner. This is what we told Sir John, as we

look upon ourselves to be the mediators between both parties,

and, as we have said before, desired him not to be the aggressor.

To which Sir John replied, that we knew his disposition very

well, and that he had no mind to be the aggressor. He assured

us that he would not be the aggressor, but if the people came

UP tc take away his life, he would do as well as he could, as

the Uw of nature justified every person to stand in his own

"1< ^cording to the news we have heard, it is as though Sir

Tohn would shut up the path of peace in that quarter
;
but it

is impossible he should do it, as he had but a mere handful of

friends ;
but, Brothers, if this company, who now are passmg

by. sho;ild go up, and any thing bad should happen, we shall

look on you as shutting up the path.
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« It lias bcoh represented to you, Brotiiers, that it seems that
Sir Jolin IS makincr military preparations, and that lie is makincr
a fort round his house

; but, Brothers, as we live so near liin^i
we should certainly know it if any thing of that nature
should be done, especially as we go there so frequently on ac
count of our fbther, the minister, who sometimes performs di-
vine service at that place. We have never seen any hostile
preparations made there

; there is no cannon, or any thin^ of
that kind, and all things remain in the same situation it was in
the lifetime of Sir William.

"Brothers: We would not conceal anything from you.
It would not be right to use deceit, neither do we mean to do
It. The minds of our counsellors are very much grieved • and
aggrieved at that part of the disposition of tlinse whom we'may
call our warriors

;
there are some among us of different minds

as there are among you. Brothers. Our counsellors, remem-
bering the covenant we last Summer made with our Brethren
the Twelve Colonies, have all along strongly urged our war-
riors to peace, and have checked them when a contrary dispo-
sition appeared. Our minds are very much aggrieved to find
any of our warriors of different sentiment. We have liitherto
been able to restrain them, and hope still to L^; able to do it, for
matters are not now carried to extremity ; but if they are,' our
warriors will not be restrained, because they will think them-
selves deceived if this military force comes into the country.
"We have declared to you, Brothers, that we would not de-

ceive, and that we mean to declare our minds to you openly
and freely. We, the sachems, have all along inculcated to the
warriors sentiments of peace, and they have hitherto been
obedient to us, though there have been frequent rumours that
they should be disturbed

;
yet we have hitherto been able to

calm their minds. But now, Brothers, so large a party coming
alarms the minds of our warriors. They are determined. Bro-
thers, to go and be present at your interview with Sir John
and determined to see and hear every thing that should be
there transacted

;
and if it shall then appear that this party sha).

push matters to extremes, we then cannot be accountable for
any tliii.^T that may happen. But as for us, Brothers, the
coimsellovs are fully determined ever to persevere in the path of
peace.
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^

» BaoTHKU., ATTEND ! Though I havc finished ^vllnt I had

n,i roscl to say, yet 1 vv.:i add one thing more. When the

n Jfo yourn^proach arrived at our town, it caused ,reut

confusion; some were readv to t'^^e to their arms ohsemg

th<a those reports respecting the ""'-^^^
7.
f"^^^ ".et o

Colonies were now verified. I begged ol t»-Mn. Bro er. to

possess their minds in peace for a few days. ^ f^^^J^
i myself .vould go to Alhany, and inquire into tJ'O truth otth.

nuier ;
1 was so conscious of n.y own

"^--"^'/J''^^"" '^^

"

tile apFurance could deter n,e, however formidable. here-

fore desired them to sit still until my return, which might l,o in

two days if 1 went to Albany. This, Brothers, is tlie present

luuatlon of our people. They are waiting to see what news I

''^BKOTnEHs: When 1 made this request to the warriors that

,hey should sit still till my return, they told me that they

would, which they are now in expectation of, and will do no-

IZ ill I get back. But, Brothers, after my return I wi I re-

p at'to them the speech you will now make to me, and if any

o our people should still persist to be present at your inter

vLrwhh Sir John, we hope, Brethren, you will no Imik

hard of us as counsellors, as ,t is not in our power to rule them

as we please. // thcij should go, and any thing eviUhould

happen, n-e beg to l:nou. Brothers, uhat treatment we may

expect who remain at home in peace.

" BaoTHKHs : This is all we have to say. This is the bu-

siness which has brought us down, and we now expect an an-

swer to carry home to our people."

To which General Schuyler delivered the following answer

:

M^iLhkks of thk Mohawk Nation : We the Cornm.s-

sioners appointed bv the Congress, and your Brothers of Albany

a^S 1 e'nectadv, have paid great attention to the speech you

^ve delivered us. We now desire you to open your ears, an.l

attentively listen to what we have to say in answer.

Tbkothkks: It pleased us to hear you declare that yo

won d speak your minds freely. We assure you that we shall

do tltTamefand hide nothing from you of what is m our

'^'"Bno'nt.ns : AVe were in hopes that the message which we

sent y-i by Mr. Bleecker would have eased your minds, and
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have convinced you that no hostile intentions existed against
you or miy other Indians ; for if tiiey had, we would not have
sent you that messajro, neither would we hove supplied you
with powder, as we did last Summer and o.^ain the other day.
"nuoTHKRs: We are extremely sorry that you have not

complied with our request, to send the speech which we sent
you hy Mr. Bleecker, to the Six Nations in the manner which
we required.

" Brothers : You told us that fcvc o. .Mx men would have
been sufficient to go to Johnstow: and inq^!l•e what was trans-
octing there, and that these peo.le M'ould i'>j in no danger, as
It would be a shame to interrupt ((f^m. ;Ve acknowledge,
Brothers, that it would have been a < inie if we had sent them
and they had been interrupted; but we have full p, oofs that
many people in Johnstown, and the neighbourhood thereof,
liave ibr a considerable time past made preparations to carry
into execution the wicked designs of the King's evil coun-
sellors.

Brothers: It is very true that last Summer the United
Colonies promised that the path to the Indian country should
be kept open. They again repeat that promise ; and although
it is by the special order of Congress that (his body of troops
are now marching up, yet it is not to shut the path, but to keep
It open, and to prevent the people in and about Joiinstown from
cutting off the communication between us and our brethren of
the Six Nations, and our other brethren livmg^ip the rive-

" Brothers : Although we have before observed tha: the
people living in and about Johnstown are making liostile pre-
parations against us, yet we will not slied a drop of their blood
unless they refuse to come to an agreement by which we may
be safe, or unless they oppose us with arms. We do not mean
that any of our v/arriors' should set their foot on any of the
lands you possess, or that of the Six Nations, unless our ene-
mies should take shelter there ; for those we are resolved to
follow wherever they go. We again repeat, that we have no
quarrel with you, and wo do expect that you will not interfere
in this family contest, but stand by as indifferent spectators,
agreeable to the engagement of the Six Nations made to us last
Summer at their own request. -

« Rhothehs
: We assured you l.i-.t Summer, that as wo liad
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no quarrel with any Indians, we would not touch a hair of their

heads- vet when our warriors were at St. Johns, they were at-

tacked by Indians. Two of your tribe, and some others, were

killed You have never blamed us for it, because you well

knew that our lives are dear to us ; we have a right to kill any

man who attempts to kill us. You ought, therefore, not to be

surprised if we take every precaution to prevent being destroyed

bv the friends of the King's evil counsellors.

« Brothers : In a little time we may be called upon to go

and ficrlit against our enemies to the eastward, who are em-

ployed by the King's evil counsellors ; and can you think it

prudent that we shoijld leave a set of people who are our ene-

mies, in any part of the country, in such a situation as to be

able to destroy our wives and children, and burn our houses

in our absence ? Would you leave your wives and children m

such a situation ? The wisdom by which you have conducted

vour affairs convinced us that you would not; and yet so cau-

tious are we that no blood may be shed, that we shall send a

letter to Sir John, inviting him to meet us on the road between

this place and his house, which if he does, we make no doubt

but every thing will be settled in an amicable manner ;
and that

he may be under no apprehensions, we do now assure you that

if we do not come to an agreement, he will be permitted safely

to return to his own house.

"Brothers: We thank you that you have concealed no-

thino- from us, and we assure you that we scorn deceit as much

as you do ;
and therefore we shall now speak our minds freely

on what you have said respecting the conduct which your

warriors mean to hold. Wc '^ave no objection, nay, we wish

that you and they should be present, to hear what we shall p'-o-

nose to Sir John and the people in and about Johnstown vvho

arc our oaemies ; but we beg of you 'to tell your warriors that

althoucrh we have no quarrel with them, yet if we should oe

under thcdisagreeable necessity of fighting with our enemies,

•vnd your warr" rs should join them and fight against us, that

we will do as we did at St. Johns, repel force by force.

"Brothers: You have asked us, if your warriors should

ffo and if my thing il should happen, what treatment you

may expect who remain at .ome in peace ?

-MiRoTHKHS : la the treaty held at Albany last Summer, you
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and yo..r warriors were present, and you and they jointly
p " sod to remam neuter and not to interfere in this'qLrr .Should your warriors, therefore, now take up arms acrainst us^e must consider it as a breach of the trea'y so far^^ Te-^pects the lower Mohawk Castle

; of which breach we shalco,npkun to our Brethren, the other nations, and at the sa
'

etime lay the matter before our great council' at Phil delphu'whose determn.ation thereupon will be our future guide
^'

reJuTT'' ^^«'•^ ^"''P^-i^^d that the least doubt should

owa ds vou r/"';f
""' '"P^^^ '' ^"^ ^™"^'^ '"^-tionstowards you, after the many instances we have given vou ofour love and friendship

; but we must impute it to trwYcked
insinuations of our mutual enemies, who wish for nothing soniuch as to see the ancient covenant which has so long b^ist-ed between us broken. ^ =>uubi!,i

"Brothers
: You have observed that you would pay noregard to that party that should be the first aggressor Wecannot be the aggressors; for if our enemies In Td aboutJohnstown had had noev.I intentions against us, we should n vhave e.en come thus far with an army. Whoe;er takes up armagamst another, although he has not yet struck, must be consider!

ed as the aggressor, and not he who tries to prevent the blow
Brothers

: We have now freely and fully disclosed to youour mmds. We hope you will remember what we have slidand repeat It to your Brothers, counsellors, and warriors
; and

lest you should not be able to recollect everv part 0/ this
speech you may have your Brothers Ka-ragh-qua-dirhon, andr -ze-de-ron-de-ron, [Dean, and Bleecker,]^nterpreters, o at-tend you if It be agreeable to you.

" Brothers
: Your women have sent us a belt. We be<ryou to assure them of our regard, and to entreat them to pro-ven your warriors from doing any thing that would have the

^ast tendency to nicur our resentment, or interrupt that barmony which we wish may subsist to the end of time "

To this the Indians made the following brief reply •-
"Brother Schuyler the Great Man, attend ! We

have this evening heard what you have to say, and we are glad
of It, and thank you for it.

JffrJr
'^'%'^"' ^'' ^'''^ '''^ ^^ "«' J^^^ther, has been

perfectly agreeable to us.
7 , ,
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4

" I shall not attempt, Brother, to make a particular reply to

every thing that has been said to us. Indeed, it would not be

proper at this time. • „,i „
« We are very glad, Brother, that you have determmed to

write to Sir John, requesting an interview with him m hopes of

an amicable agreement.

« Brother : You mention that it would be agreeable to you

that the warriors and counsellors, or sachems, shovdd attend

» Brother : We, the sachems, will attend, though we should

do it at the risk of our lives.

u Brother : We should be glad if you would mform m of

the time and place of you: interview with Sir John. You

likewise told us, that if it was agreeable to us that your nfer-

preters should attend to recapitulate the speech you have made,S hke.vise is agreeable to us ; and we des.re that they may

crn with u«= for by that means all mistakes may be prevented.

^^:b:L";er: you may depend on it that we will use our

utmost influence with oar warriors to calm their mmds Yon

Ty depend on it, hkewise, that our sisters wfll use the. ut-

most influence for the same purpose."
-fi^ :„,^„

General Schuyler assured them agam of his pacific mten-

tions .nd that nothing unpleasant should happen to them He

Zinced them, tSat if they desired to attend the expedmon

U Joims own, or to be present at the intended interview with

Sir t n as mediators, they should be protected m thatcharac-

tl With this understanding they took their departure the

s"me ni^ht. A letter, of which the following is a copy, was

at the same time despntched to Sir John Johnson :-

General Schuyler to Sir John Johnson.

"Schenectady, Jan. 16, 1776.

» Information having been received that designs of the most
inlormau

^ .^ property, and even

''""'^T^^Xm^s^s faithful subjects in Americawho
^ id to tie unconstitutional measures of his mmislry,

l^^rEtn^e n a p,n of the County of Tryon, I am or-

i 1 tn much a body of men into that County, to carry into

^::^:^ -oLlons of n.y superiors, and to contravene

those dangerous designs.
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« Influoucod, Sir, by motives of humanity, I wish to comply
with my orders iii a manner the most peaceable, tha. m. bloodmay be shed. I therefore request that you wiH please to meetme to-morrow, at any place on my way to Johnstoivn, to which
1 propo,s(3 then to march. For which purpose I do hereby .nve
vou my word of honour, that you, and such persons as youmay choose s.'iould attend you, shall pass safe and unmolested
o the place where you may meet me, and from thence back to
the place of your abode.

''Rutgers Bi.;eck.r and Henry Glen, Esqrs. are th^ bearers
hereof, gentlemen .vho are entitled to your best attention, wiiich
I dare say they will experience, and by whom I expect you
will favour me with an answer to this letter.
"You will please to assure Lady Johnson, that whatevermay be the resn t of what is now m agitation, she may resi

perfectly satisfied that no indignity will be offered her.
" I am, Sir,

,, 1 ^"r, r .

" ^^^^^ humble Servant.
^ir Johu Johnson, Baronet." « Ph. Schuyler."

General Scimyler resumed his march on the morning of the
7th-h,s forces constantly increasing, until before nio-htfall

<
loy numbered upward of three thousand. Having proceeded

|vbo,,t sixteen miles from Schenectady, the expedition was met
/ Sir Jo m, attended by several of lus leading friends among
he Scotchmen, and two or three other«. The resuK of the in-
erv.ew was the proffer, by General Schuyler, of the following
terms to Sir John and his retainers •—
"Terms offered by the Honourable Philip Schuyler, Esq
Major-general u. the army of the thirteen United Colonies, andcomnmnding ,„ the New-York department, to Sir John John-
son, Baronet, and nil such other persons in the County of Trv-
011 as have evinced their intentions of supporting his Majesty's
ministry, to carry into exemtion the unconstitutional measures

tZhf !' ^r'*'^'"'
'" justly complain, and to prevent

which they have been driven to the dreadful necessity of havino-
recourse to arms. "^

"First: That Sir .Tohn .Tohn.on shall, upon his word of
honour, immediately deliver up all cannon, arms, and other
nil itary st(tr('s, of what kind soe2̂ver, which may be in his own
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possession, or which he has caused to be delivered into the

possession of any persons whatsoever, either directly or indi-

rectly, or that to his knowledge may be concealed in any part

of the said County : That he shall distinguish all such mili-

tary stores of what kind soever as belong to the Crown, or

were furnislicd with the design of arming the Indians or the

inhabitants of Tryon Couniy, from those which maybe private

property, in order that a proper inventory may be taken of the

last articles, that the same may be restored, or the value of

them refunded, when this unhappy contest shall be over.

"Secondly: General Schuyler, out of personal respect for

Sir .Tohn, and from a regard to his rank, consents that Sir John

shall retain for his own use a complete set of armor, and as

much powder as may be sufficient for his domestic purposes.

'•' Thirdly : That Sir John Johnson shall remain upon his

parole of honour in any part of Tryon County which he may

choose, to the eastward of the district of unless it

should appear necessaty to the Honourable the Continental

Conffress to remove him to some other part of this, or any

other Colony; in which case he is immediately to comply with

such orders as they may think proper to give for that purpose.

"Fourthly : That the Scotch inhabitants of the said County

shall, without any kind of exception, immediately deliver up

all arms in their possession, of what kind soever they may be;

and that they shall each solemnly promise that they will not at

any time hereafter, during the continuance of this unhappy

contest, take up arms without the permission of the Continent-

al Congress, or of their general officers ;—and for the more

faithful performance of this article, the General insists that tliey

shall immediately deliver up to him six hostages of his own

nomination.

"Fifthly: That such of the otiier inhabitants of Tryon

County as have avowed themselves averse to the measures of

the United Colonies, shall also deliver up their arms, of what

kind soever they may be, and enter into the like engagement

as is stipulated in the preceding article, both with respect to

their future conduct and the number of hostages.

*' Sixthly : That all blankets, strouds, and other Indian arti-

cles belonging to the Crown, and intended as presents to the

Indians, shall be delivered up to a commissary appointed by
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^-

4

if thoy should do so, he should not hesitate a moment m de-

stroying everv one wlio oppo.^ed him m arms.

On the following day, (the ISth,) General Schu yler moved

forward to Caughnawasa, four miles from .lohnstown, where :i.:

V.VS joined hy Colonel HerUimov ond the T.von Connly m> i-

ti. At about G o'clock in the aft.vnoon Sir John's answer to

tlu- terms proposed to him was received, as follows :-

"Terms proposed by Sir John Johnson, haronet, and the

people of Kinsshorougli and the adjacent neisfhborbocKl, to the

HouorabSc 5-nup Sduwier, Esq. Major General m t^e army

of ±0 thirteen Unit cl Colonies, and commandmg m the ^ew-

York Department.

'' FiM That >\r John Johnson and the rest of the gentle-

men r^pppt that all such arms of every kind as are their own

property may remain in their possession ;
all the other arms

shall be d(^Uven!d up to such person or persons as ma-.^ be ap-

pointed for that purpose ; as to military stores belonging to the

Crown, Sir John has not any.

» S'rroiHihj : Answered in the first.

» Thinlly Sir John expects that he will not be confined to

any certain County, but be at liberty to go where he pleases.

" Fourfhb/ : Tlie Scotch inhabitants will deliver up their

arms of what kind soever tliey maybe, and they will each

solemnly promise that they will not at any time hereafter, dnring

the continuance of this unhappy contest, take up arms withou

the permission of the Continental Congress or of their general

officers. Hostages they are not in a capacity to give-no one man

havincr command over another, or power sufficient to deliver

su'^h Therefore this part ofthe article to be passed over, or the

whole included-women and children to be required, being a re-

quisition so inhuman as we hope the General will dispense with.

« Fiflhlv : Answered in the fourth.

« Sixthly : Sir John has not any blankets, strouds, or other

presents, intended for the Indians.

« Seventhlv : If the above proposals are agreed to nv net!

by the Gener;i, Sr . ^hn and the people referrc-o u ,
:aly on

the assurances of
,

ection given by the Gene- a.

[Signed]
« John Jo. -son,

^ "Allan 1,1- !.>--:ell."

« To the Hon. Philii- Schuyli'-u, Major-generar
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">an,.y, „, .ho same time assuring you h.Uf 1,.t,
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,

'i™"!,"'
7 *^
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«ntyo,.Mr.Roher. Yate^,Mr Gen anXTn °"' '
"""

the ultimate proposals you have to r^'I
^'

°"°V°
™'^™
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"

" With due respect,

'Your humble Servant,
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neral Schuyler, having come to his ^l/^-^^
^f'''^J

^^
^^T ;, ,

residence of the Baronet. They mlorn.ecl the ^-eno al .u t

Sir John had related to tl:em the siibstanco of the tern.s of

^•render that had been proposed. Sir John, they s.d l.d

declared to them that all he desired was protec .on or us fan -

ly and friends from insult and the outrages of riotous people

and protested that he had no unfriendly mtent.ons agamst the

coumy The It.dians therefore begged the General to accept

h t ms as offered by Sir John. The General told the chids

hat he could not accept of those terms, and pomted out the ob-

eclt He likewise informed them of the tenor of the letter

he I'ad just transmitted to the Hall. The Indians were appa-

rently contented with those reasons and with the course adopt-

ed but begged that, should the answer of Sir John be still un-

aiisfactor^ the General would give him until 4 oVloc m

mornina, that they might have time to go and ' sh.,ke his

head," a1 they expLssed it, " and bring him to his serises

They likewise begged it as an additional favor that General

Schuyler would not remove Sir John out of the country.

Tiioy apologized for the threats of their own warriors, alleg-

ing tl. at it tvas attributable to the circumstance of their no

bdng present at the treaty of Albany ;
and rgam repeated the

assurance that they would never take arms against the Lo^o-

n'n reply, General Schuyler complimented the Indians for

th^^; pacific'int'entions, and intormed them that he shouW ac-

cede their request, although the conduct of Sir John had

been so censurable that he should be justified m holding urn a

close prisoner. His reasons for granting the request, the Gene-

ral tdd them, were two-fold -.-first, to show the love and

afl-ection of the Americans for the Indians, and to convince

them that they could obtain, by asking as a favor, that which

they could not obtain by demanding as a right. Secondly, that

by leaving Sir John amongst them, they might, by their exam-

pie and advice, induce him to alter his conduct.

The extension of the time until 4 o'clock was unnecessary

however, the following answer from Sir John having been re-

ceived at 12 o'clock, at midmght:—

"Answers to the terms proposed by the Honorable Philip

Schuyler, Esq. Major-general in the army of the thirteen

United Colonies, and commanding in the ISew-York Depart-
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&Jy'll^
"""" """'" ^''^ 'oiexcep. arewfovori.o
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possibly know tb. aames of all such persons who have shown

Ihen^selves overs, tc the measures of the United Colon.es.

Thev give th.ir wcrd and honor, that, so far as depends on

theni fhe inhabitants shall give up their a.,. -^^ enter mto

the like engagement with the Scotcli inhabitants. I m- Gu.o-

ral has it nfore in his power to discover those who are oln.oxions

and tc, .aake as many as he pleases prisoners. Neither shall

they a.\ ,ot the quarrel of any such persons as their ow.i.

» Sixth : Sir John gives his word of honor that he has no

blaak ;ts, strouds, or other presents, belonging to the Crown

intended for the Indians ; and therefore this requisition cannot

be complied with. ,

» Seventh : If the above proposals are agreed to, and signed

by the General, Sir John and the people referred to w.U rely on

the assurances of protection giv^.i by the Genera Biit as it

will be impossible for the arms to bo collected till Saturday

next at twelve o'clock, all the men referred to in the above

articles will be then paraded in J. hnstown, and ground tl^eir

arms in the presence of such troops as the General may

^^^%Lr.v.] "John Johnson,
^ "

«« Allan M'Donell."

" Johnson Hall, January ISth, 17: 6."

The Indians were yet present at the quarters of General

Schuyler when this despatch was received from Sir John, and,

on big informed th . n..aters were likely to tern^^ .ate amic.

bly, they retired with warm expressions of gratificaton. The

following letter was thereupon despatcherl to the Hall :-

General Schuyler -r Sir John Johnson.
^^

« Caug -w ^, January 19, 1776.

» General Schuyler's feehng. ..s a gc.tleman indiice him to

consent that Sir John Johnson may retain the few favc te fa-

milv arms- -he making a list of them.

.The General will also consent that Sir John Johnson may

crn -IS f >r to the westward as the German Flatts and Kings and

K n h. County, and to every other part of this Colony

t^M.c Southward and Eastward of said Districts, provided he

r's not go iX any s.aport town. The General, however.
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believ«,s, that if Sir John's private business slionlil rrquire his
going to any of the other ancient English Colonies, he will ho
permitted the indulgence by applying to Congress for leave
"Ihe General will take six of the Scotch inhabitants prison-

ers, suic they prefer it to going as hostages. It has been the
invariable rule of Congress, and that of all its officers, to treat
prisoners with the greatest humanity, and to pay all due defer-
ence to rank. He cannot ascertain the places to wliicli Con-
gress may please to send them. For the present they will uo
to Reauu.g or Lancaster in Pennsv.vania. Nor can he make
any promises with respect to the maintenance of the women
and children. His humanity will certainly induce him to
recommend to Congress an attention to what has been request-
ed on that head. General Schuyler expects that all the Scotch
inhabitants, of whatsoever rank, who are not confined to their
beds by Illness, will attend with their arms, and deliver them on
-bnturday at 12 o'clock. If this condition be not faithfully per-
1. led. he will consider himself as disengaged from anVen-
gagernnts entered into with them.

~

« a. ,eral Schuyler never refused a gentleman his side-arms.
1 he pr, ners that may be taken must be removed to Al-

bany immc, .ly, where the General wid permit them to re-main a reasonable nme to settle their family affairs
"If the terms General Schuyler has offered on the 17th inst

are accepted with the above qualifications, fair copies will bemade out and signed by the parti.., one of which will be do
hyered to Sir John and Mr. M^D. uell, signed by the GeneralTo prevent a waste ot time, the General wishes Sir John and
Mr. M'Donell immediately to send an answer.

" He remains, with due respect
"Sir Johns and Mr. M'Donell's humble Servant,

"Ph. Schuyler."

These terms were acceded to by Sir John, and on the sameday General Schuyler marched to Johnstown-having p^e!
viousi- detailed several detachments of his troops to scour thecountry, and bring in the disaffected not comprehended in the
arrangements with the Baronet. On the same afternoon SirJohn delivered up the arms and ammunition in his possession-
the quantity of both being much smaller iU:m was expected.
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«*

On Saturday, the 20th, (.eneral Schuyler P" "
\

' ^ ;;

12 o-clock at noon, to receive the surrender o ^
"^

"'>.'
^^^

J^^

who, to the nun.ber of hetweon two and three hund.U

n.ard>cdto the front and grounded ^he^r arm- 1 he e - =

been seeured, the Seotehrnen were d.sm.ssed
^f^J^\^^^^^^

tion to renmin peaceable, and with an assurance of protection

''TbcSll's attention was next directed to the discovery

andc ptureof the secret .le.ot "f -ms and .unnu.nit.o
,

f

which^nformation had been ,ivon by Connel

J-
^^

^;
persons named in his aflldav.t w.ro taken, but they du ed

most nnenuivocally, all Unowled-e upon the subject. Con. ell

wt en produced to confront them ; but they still persisted m

Tah ZinS their innocence, and denounced lum as a perjured

viC Connell was then sent with a number of omcers to

; -rout the spot, whereas he
a"^^^^'/'^orc:Ii:i^;

cealed. He conducted them to a pond of water, contaunng a

^dl sland, .r mound, in the middle, withm which he dec are^

he arms were buried. The snow and ice were forthwillj re-

noved ami the mound dug down. Connell had pan.cularly

dTse i4d the manner in which the arms had been deposited

underground; but it was soon discovered that the earth had

^ot recently b^en disturbed, if ever ;
and in the end it was

asceSed! to the satisfaction of all, that the fellow was a base

ZZZ General Schuyler returned to Caugnnawaga tha

event.. On the two following days upward o a hundred

Tories were brought in fro.,, different parts of the country.

Cobnel Herkimer was left in charge to complete the disarming

of hed-tfectedand receive the hostages, and the Gener^

with his miscellaneous army, marched back to Albany^ In h s

ter Congress, and also to General Washington, he spoke

of the a ixietv and trouble he had experienced m preventing

so uleTbody of men, collected on the sudden, without dis-

like nd wUhal greatly exasperated, f-m running into ex

els es In these efforts, however, he succeeded much better

Ian under the circumstances, was reasonably to have been

anticiuated. Before his return, Mr. Dean, th- Ind.an in erpr -

et Is despatched by the General with a L> It and^ talk

the Six Nations, which has not been preserved. Thus ended

the expedition to .lohnstown.



1770.J PLIGHT OP SIR JOHN. I'l:;

General Schuyler transmitted ii full report of his procecdii.jrs
to Congress, by whom ix special resolution was passed, tlviul-
incr hini for the fidelity, prudence, and expedition with which
he had performed such a meritorious service. A second reso-
iution was also adopted, so curiously constructed, and con.ainiuif
such an ingeniously-inserted ftint to the ofiicers and milifia-n.eu
accompanying General Schuyler on this expedition, as to render
It worthy of preservation. It was in the words following :—

''Resolved, That the cheerfulness and ready a.ssistanco of
those who accompanied General Schuyler in his march to the
County of Tryon, and their useful services in that expedition,
discovered such a patriotic spirit, that it is hoped none of them
will alloy/ their countrymen to entertain a suspicion that any
Ignoble motive actuated them, by re.iuiring a pecuniary reward,
especially when they were employed in suppressing a mischief
in their own neighborhood."

The resolutions were enclosed to General Schuyler in a flat-
tering letter from President Hancock, in which, ainon-/ other
things, he says :-" It is with great pleasure I inform you that
the prudence, zeal, and temper, manifested in your late expedi-
tion, met with the warmest approbation of Congre.ss."
For some unexplained reason, Sir John Johnson did not oh-

serve the compact of neutrality, nor the obligations of his pa-
role. Or, if he kept himself within the letter, his conduct was
such as to re awaken the suspicions of the people, and was con-
sidered by General Schuyler a virtual violation of the spirit of
the parole he had given, to take no part against the Colonies.
In fact, the information received by General Schuyler con-
vinced him that Sir John was secretly instigating the Indians
to hostilities, and was thus likely to produce much mischief on
the frontiers. To prevent such a calamity, it was thought ad-
visable by Schuyler to secure the person of Sir John, and once
more to quell the rising spirit of disaffection in the neighbor-
hood of Johnstown, especially among the Highlanders. For
this purpose, in the month of May following the events already
narrated in the present chapter. Colonel Dayton, with a part of
his regiment then on its way to Canada, was dispatched by
General Schuyler to prosecute this enterprise.* There were,

Sparks's L,,..' and Writings of Washington Notn in vol. iv. p. 40U—410.
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however, large numbers of loyalists in Albany, with whom

Sir John was then and subsequently in close correspondence.

It is therefore not surprising that he received timely notice

of these preparations for his second arrest, in anticipation of

Dayton's arrival. Such Avas the fact ; and, hastily collecting

a large number of his tenants and others, disaffected toward the

cause of the Colonists, the Baronet was prepared for instant

flight on the approach of the Continentals. This purpose was

successfully executed. Colonel Dayton arrived at Johnstown

in the evening, whereupon Sir John and his retainers imme-

diately took to the woods by the way of the Sacandaga.* Not

knowino- whether his royalist friends were in possession of

Lake Champlain or not, the fugitives dared not venture upon

that route to Montreal ; and Sir John was accordingly obliged

to strike deeper into the forests between the head waters of the

Hudson and the St. Lawrence. Having but a brief period of

preparation for their flight, the party was but ill supplied for

such a campaign. Their provisions were soon exhausted

;

their feet became sore from travelling ; and several of their num-

ber were left from time to time in the wilderness, to be piclced

up and brought in afterward by the Indians sent out for that

purpose.

After nineteen days of severe hardship, the Baronet and his

partisans arrived at Montreal in a pitiable condition—having

encountered all of suffering that it seemed possible for man to

endure. Such was the precipitation of his departure from the

parental hall, and such his deficiency of the means of transpor-

tation, that an iron chest, containing the most valuable of his

family papers, was hastily-burled in the garden. The family

Bible, containing the only record of the marriage of his ffvther

and mother, and of course the only written evidence of his own

legitimacy, was also left behind.t Such of the papers as were

There is some reason to suppose that an expedition, led by the Mohawk In-

dians, was sent from Montreal on purpose to bring Sir John away, or rescue liim

from the espionage of the Americans. In one of Brant's speeches, delivered long

afterward, when rehcrsinij the exploi'.i of the Mohawks in the Revolutionnry war,

the following passage occurs :
— " We then went in a bndy to n. town then in the

"possessionVtlic enemy, and rescued Sir John Johnson, bringing him fearlessly

" through till! streets." Brant, at the tin.i of this rescue, as will presently ho seen,

wa.-< Iiim-ielf in England—as also was Guy Johnson.

t After the confiscation of the property i.f Sir John, the furniture of the hall was

w!(! hv auction at I'oit Hunter. The late Lieut. Governor of NoM-York, J'-'' •
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" shP w ' . ^^^ •^°''"'°" '^"^ ••^'^'^^^'i to Albany, where

4uctJi r1"; '"' '' ""'''^S' •- the peacea'b e conduct ot her husband. She wrote to General Washington

« Zcti^ h
C«mn>ander-in-Chief left the n.atter withGeneral Schuyler and the Albany Committee."* ColonelDayton was stationed several weeks at Johnstown ^vi^th

coZry
^'^ '"' '^^"-^ ^^^"^^^ ^h« tranquillity of the

^.r John was immediately commissioned a Colonel in theBnr .h service, and raised a command of two battaul co^posed of those who accompanied him in his fli.rrr^^'X;American loyalists who subsequently followed Ih1 eln eThey were called the Royal Greens Tn fh« ^'f
^^^mple.

following, he found his vv4tto Lw Y^^
sion of tl. British forces. ^Fro^ t,: fer d heV^^only one ot the most active, but one of the bitteiest fo'sof hi

ana repeatedly the scourge of his own former neighbors TTo

r- tor m America. William Penn only excited. But the^^'mediate cause of his breakino- his nledcr^. of l,\ • /

l^;explainedasiteverhasU:1he°:c:hr:K^^^
garded as a stam upon the Baronet's character. It L ho-d .uch by the Provincial Congress of New-York, as w H , s cby he annexed extract from a letter addressed by that body uGeneral Washington immediately after his flight •-« We^,^""prehend no doubt can exist whether the affair of Si) jZ

might be ofgreat va u o Sir John M T
°"'""''' ''^ ''""'> ^^^•"^"' "'-•''

t!.e Bible, who.e conduct wirsrr,ri ?
^"""^^™'" "^^ ^"™"'" ^""^'^ '""^

Willian.4 Bible," said r.'„nd ,
' H 'T

°'^'"'^''-
" ' ""^'' «=<"- '"^ ^u

The ron V was—" Pnv fn,,, „..: , .

in>sa,tge fc,r Jolin had p<int.

* Sparks. * '

' 'fir

#
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"Johnson is within your immediate cognizance. He held a

"commission as Brigadier-General of the mihtia and, it ,s said,

» another commission as Major-General. That he hath shame-

« fully broken his parole is evident, but whether it would be

« more proper to have him returned or exchanged, is entirely

.. in your Excellency's prudence." His estates were, of course,

confiscated by the Provincial Congress of ^ew.York and in

due tilJ!^ sold'^.inder the direction of the Committee of that body

iiaving such matters in charge.

I#



CHAPTER VII.

utKl otlmrM-A.re, H t Espousethl^v'' -cquamfd w,ll, James Bosvvdl

-Haul,, of uri^z^^^:j(;::!Ti::i^^Tt ^fr,
"^ p-'--''-t vvh,,dock

digriMtmn of VVnahi to, 'hlJ'J
was saved f.o.n the st.ke by Brant-ln-

-Mutual con.,ri::w\^s"^f^^:s-K;t'^^ ^'r^-'r

cmttion of Boston l.v the En li«hn =,.'""""" "' ""' Ariny-l/va-

P«;«n-r),,,lorable 'coSdi.Sn^'cfihfrPiraLuv of "L?g^"7.'^T
"^^

• -OliJllcu ut I 10 Soiilh—Derlaratinn nP iL -'^"'?"""y "'
.

?ir Guy Carl, ton-.
-Chorry Vflll,.y-F„r,ifications at

""^ "''^^'^"dence-Sp.nt of Tryon County

duce the I,.dmn hero of the war of the Revolution more promi-
netUly t.pon the stage of action. Thayendanegea had now beenadvanced to the situation of principal war-chrefof the conS
nicy -an ofhcer, according to the ancient usages of the Six
Nations, uniformly taken from the Mohawks.t How or in

'lTuT%''TrT^ '"' *'^^ dignity, history dies not"form us. Hendr.ck, the last of the Mohawk chiefs who
.ore royal title of King, fell under Sir William Johnson
a Lake George twenty years before. He was succeeded by
Little Abrnham, whose name has frequently occurred in the
preceding pages and who has been designated by some writers
as the b^other of Hendrick. But whether such was the fact
or not, a. further mention of his name occurs in the history of
the war. He wa^ uniformly friendly to the Colonists ; and

B::;;:-^;;itf:jrsx:";if:s^^.^^rt^r '- y-
will'),,*,..,), however, toward the coso of this vv„rk frmntlu, =.w>.. u r c,
rliii.i ii.n. 'I'l 1

iu-L ui uiiB H<irii, irom the speech of a Seneca

1

.
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as he refused to leave the valley with Thayendanegea and the

n Ir ty of the nation who accompanied Guy Johnson m h s

fl X-Vei-Tin, to remain wUh the tribe at the Lower Gaste

-it is not improbable that Brant assumed the superior ch.ef

tni cv ftom the force of circun-stances. Sir W.Umm Johnson

info m vXtliat the sachems of each tribe of tne Six ^at.on

were usua Iv chosen irr a public assembly of the chiefs and

V. ri^ whenever a vacancy happened by death or otherwise,

^eyv^ selected from among the oldest warriors for their

se e and bravery, and approved of by all the tribe-ai

V ch l.ey were selected as sachems. Mihtary services were

re ilf Lommendations to this rank ;
but in some ms ances

a land of inheritance in the ofiice was recognized. We have

se that Thayendanegea was descended from a family ot

Xiefs and his birth may have contributed to his elevation.

I^T fom y and official connexion with the Johnsons, whose

vmrcohnued so potent with the Indians, likewise, without

;i::bt,1.cilitated ms^advancement. But Mr. St-art e Y^g

th-.t the nmiilv of Thayendanegea was remarkable for any pie

c^^ nenc u tleir vill/ge, represents h.s mfluenc c to have been

aZired by his uncommon talents and address as a counsello

and olUieian ; by which means he subdued all opi^osition and

"ato^y, and It llngth acquired such an ascendancy that even

n he hour of action and danger, he was enabled to rule and

direct his warriors as absolutely as if he had been born their

"""^'.n^ry, however, is of no great importance. The

f.cT 1 at he hJd now become the chief sachem is unquest.on-

ib'e and from this point of the present history, .Joseph Thay-

enda'u" a becomes one of the principal personages engaged n

itn osress He was ordinarily called by Ins other nan.e o

^^T P. ant or ''Gaptain Brant "-the title of "Gaptain"

^'^^Zi nSLy distinction known to the Inchans

'
^ that moreover, being the military rank actually conferred

^^on dm in the ari^y of the Crown. In much of his eorrespond-

Ze when wishing to be formal and writing to d.stinguislied

n^^n he was accustomed to write his name ". Joskph Bhant--

H^Zjevdavegea ;" the latter being his legitimate Indian name.

* Letters oe' S.r WL.liau. Johnso. to Arthur Lee-v.de London Philo.:oph,c.l

Tiaiisaclions.
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It has been seen, in a precedino: chapter, that Thayendanejjea
had accompanied Guy Johnson from tiie Mohawk Valloy,
first, westwardly to Ontario, thence back to Oswego, and thence
to Montreal, where liis services, and those of his warriors, were
courted by Generals Carioton and Haldimand, and an agree-
ment was speedily made that they were to take up the hatciret in
the cause of the King. For the prosecution of a border war-
fare, the officers of the Crown could scarcely have engaged a
more valuable auxiliary. Distinguished alike for his address,
hisactivi'y, and his courage—possessing, in point of stature
and symnetry of person, the advantage of most men even
among his own wel -formed race-tall, erect, and majestic,
with the air and mien of one born to command,*—having, as
it were, been a man of war from his boyhood,t—his naine'vas
a tower of strength among the warriors of the wilderness. Still
more extensive was his influence rendered, by the circumstaace
that he had been much employed in the civil service of the In-
dian department, under Sir William Johnson, by whom he was
often deputed upon embassies among the tribes of the confe-
deracy, and to those yet more distant, upon the great lakes and
rivers of the north-west, by reason of which his knowledge of
the whole country and people was accurate and extensiver

Whether, after the compact with Sir Guy Carleton, the chief
again visited the Indian country of the Six Nations during the
summer of 1775, is unknown. Probably not ; since, in the au-
tumn of that year or early in the following winter, lie embarked
on his first visit to England. What was the precise object of this
visit does not appear. It is very probable, however, that, not-
withstanding the agreement so hastily formed at Montreal, the
sagacious chieftain may have judged it prudent to pause, before
comnntting himself too Ihr by overt acts of hostility ao-ainst
the Colonies. The Oneidas were evidently inclining to es-
pouse the Colonial side of the controversy, if any ; the River
Indians had already ranged themselves on the same side •

Captain White-Eyes of the Delawares, had determined upon
neutrality

;
a.id the Caughnawagas, or at least some of their

leadmg cliiefs, were in the cam]> with Washington. To all

Loiter of General P. B. Porter to the author.

•f
He was but thirteen years old when in the battle of Laka Georgs.
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u AAnA thP fict that at that lime the American

which may be added the lact tnai
^^_^j_^^

arms were carrying every f;;;^^^;t:,;,:-l,e the chief-

tain hesitate as lo uit>
inrlincd him to espouse

the cause ot tlie Ku ,.
f^

»

•

j,„,,| ii „blig»lo)y iipo;,

him so to do. in aaaiuo
j

•

^^ j,^ was bouiid

,„.d, of association

^^^^j^f^f fi^^.L^ns. Still, the bril-

to the family -^ t^^cj e ^

^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^

Uant
-----Jf "^^^^^^^^^^ another view of the case, which

paign ^^^,^"*^'^ Prt" rave consideration. Thns s.tnated,

was certainly entitled to giave
embarrassing as to

"V^l^ ; -U^elircr^y, and go himself nito the

induce him to vi^ P
^^ ^^^ ^^^^^.^^^ ^^ ^,,,,,, ,,,,

-::^^;rJ;;:aiaiis,
beOjre b^

age, he wonld
^^^^"^^^ „^^ , country, and would

resources and ^^^^ P;^ /^ determine for himself whether

^*""'^'%uteW ocitimhis Majesty's arms in the end, or

success was
^'^fl'l'l^',,, observance of an ancient sti-

;S;o?X^^:;;ouId not, with his people, be rushmg

upon certain destrucUom
.^ .^ ^^^^^.^^ ^^^^^, ,,^

0--^ly -;-y •'f^i.trawfien -id, however, *„. l,c

has be- found ^^^^ ^,, ,„,;e.y .as co„r.ed,,y

was not only ™'"J3 .Htion-statesitM, scholars, and di-

,,„„e™on o r „ an slau™
^^^^,^^ ^^ ^„

=enl^find .h.^^ -J-^
rSe s^ror:.:: ™™. ur«« ^s ... .,..

.

* London Magazine for July, 1776.
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the British capital, he was conducted to the inn called « The
Sioan with two Necks:^ Other lodgings were soon provided lor
hull, more suitable to \m rank a-^ an Indian king; but he said
the people of the inn had treated him with so much kindness
and civihty, that he preferred remaining there during his stay
in London

;
and he accordingly did so.

Although he was dressed in the European habit, he Avas not
unprovided with a splendid costume after the manner of his
owu nation, in which he appeared at Court, and upon visits of
state and ceremony. James Boswell was at that period in his
glory, and an intimacy appears to have been contracted between
him and the Mohawk chief, since the latter sat for his picture
at the request of this most interesting of egotists. He also sa^
dnrmg the same visit, to Romney, one of the most distinguished
artists of his day, for the Earl of Warwick. He was of
course, pamted in his native dress, and the picture was Greatly
prized.* The tomahawk worn by him in London, was a very
beautiful artick polished to the highest degree ; upon which
was engraved the first letter of his Christian name, with his
Moliau'k appellation, thus :—" J. ThayendanegeaP
He did not remain in Enohmd many months, but, in com-

pany with Captain Tice, sailed on his return toward the close
of March or early in April,t and arrived on the coast near the
harbor of New-York after a very short passage. Havino- fully
determined to fulfil his stipulations with General Carleton and
take up the hatchet in the cause of the Crown, he was 'cau-
tiously and privately landed somewhere in the neighborhood of
New-York, whence he performed a very hazardous journey to
(AUiada-having, of course, to steal his way througii a hostile
population, until he could hide himself in the forests beyond
Albany. He had taken the precaution, however, in England
to provide evidence of the identity of his body in case of dis-
aster, or of his fall in any of the battles he anticipated, by pro-
curing a gold finger ring, with his name engraven thereon at
length.

t

* Thn fronti.pirco of the prosent volume is from the last-n.enti«nod picture
t rh. Lo,ui„n Univerm.1 Maa„^i„e f„r J„iy of 1776, states that he embarked fmA,..en,,.« .,. May. n,.t tl,.o .nu., ha.o been a mistake in the date, sine" B „, „

«. 1
:^en upp„ar, wa. m the b«„|,. of .he 'Jedars, above Moatreal.i; that month

} 1 h,s nna he wore until hi. death. H was kept as a precious rdie by h"; w o».
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however, tiuit wnaicvci u»

»

=.

under-

;";t;auVpromised to laUe tho field with three thousand war-

viors of liis race
•

^,|^^^ p Brant

,

" "
rfcX' f i r gtd to tl,e p'rinciple by which he «^s

after the peace of "83, I'e ->d J^_^

^^^^^^^^ ^^ _^^^

.. in the beginning of the war it was p y
,^^

u forefathers' engagements with
'^'^f"'=-J^„"e King and

" UP"" "--
^"f^'™i":;::r:7. ;^ t X i was ri„t .o

" "- l""-""
";r' '.r.inW he ebels at that time; 1 as-

;;^:,:7:atdT,:':t,»r in U, and thiswas my rea. ease

"
BT*hre2''"r.his letter to the Under Secretary Brant

By "threat.
„ ,u^n the efforts made by the Amcvi-

probably meant no more ^^^^^^^^™
^^^^^j. and to preserve

e.,s to Vr^^l^^^' tttrion\vHh thes^ efforts,

thenevuraluyof thelnd^-ns^
history, whkh, whether true or

ri^e^aJS^^rorSrewdnLanddrysarc^^^
, . let mrnn^e as it may seem, however, dunn? the la-t

for four years, when ,t was lot. S^'«"=3 ^
^.^^^^ -^ ;„ ^ pic.al,. ,1 fitld

Sumn,er, (1S36,) the Went.ca nng was found hy a la le

J^ ^.^.^ ^^ ^_^^

.earWeUmgtonS,«re,wh elhevenea^^^^
^^ ^,,,^ ^,,

time, or nearly the same ume,wuh Brant. P^^rP^^^y^^
,,, ^„i,„, ,,

Johnson did ^l return so «°°"-

f;;7^,,„,,,,, , 776, m a le«.r written to ,h. Pft-

Staten bland.tromEn,
and on

'\'^^^:;^^^^^ ^f „^ American Sla.f. Tiny

.dent of Congress on the 8
1^

1

^.f «;„„,,^,„, ,f ,he old Theatre Uovai,

John^n-snom^.sg,v- nm8,^a-

John-slreet. The fla><rs w
j ^ f,,, benevolent pu-iioses. The un-



I i

" f «:
„.r«

1776.] BATTLE OP THE CEDARS. 153

oHhe chief. It is related, that during the early part of tlie year
17 io, while It was yet considered doubtful which side the Mo-
hawks would espouse, and when it was of course very desira-
ble to ascertain the views of Brant upon the subject. President
Wheelock was applied to as a medium of communication with
us former pupil. The Doctor, according to the tradition, wrote
hiin a long epistle upon the aspect of the times, and urged
upon Brant those considerations which appeared most likely to
win him over, or rather to secure his neutrality, if not his
friendship, to the Colonists. Brant replied very ingeniously.
Among other things, he referred to his former residence with
the Doctor -recalled the happy hours he had passed under his
root-and referred especially to his prayers and the family
devotions, to which he had listened. He said he could never
forget those prayers

; and one passage, in particular, was so
often repeated, that it could never be effiiced fi-om his mind. It
wa.s, among other of his good preceptor's petitions, " that they
" might be able to live as good subjects—to fear God, and ho-
" NOR THE King."

If doubt had existed among the Colonists before, as to the di-
rection of the channel in which ran his inclinations, there was
surely none after the perusal of this letter. But scenes of a
more stirring character now demand the attention.
Toward the close of the memorable Canadian campaign —

so bpilhantly commenced, so successfully prosecuted for many
months, and yet so disastrously terminated,—while the shatter-
ed remains of the American forces were retiriuo- before the
troops of Sir Guy Carleton, the former experienced a sad dis-
aster at '^the Cedars," a point of land extending far into the St
Lawrence, about forty miles above Montreal, which was occu
pied by Colonel Bedell with three hundred and ninetr Provinml troops and two field-pieces. General Carleton a.rected a
descent upon this post from the British station at Osweo-atchie
under tlie command of Captain Forster, at the head^)f one
company of regular troops and a body of Indians numbering
nearly six hundred. The latter were led by Thayendanegea!
On the appearance of the enemy before the Ai. . ican works
Colonel Bedell repaired immediately to Montro • u,r assistance!
•Mvmg the Cedars in charge of Major Butteu: ;Id. Colonel
lufterward General) Arnold, who was then iu command of
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Montreal-not yet evacuated by
^l^:^^^^^^-

tached Major Sl-burnc wUh one n^^^^^
^

IJ^^^^

the Cedars, and prepared to

^^^^^^J
[^"^ ^^^^.j^^ ,,,m, it was be-

force. Meantime, however, Major BnttcrficU ^^ '

j,^^^,^

lieved, migbt have easily ^^^ff^^^Zi^^--^ -^
oy a threat from the enemy, ^h^*, should hs.g

^^^^_

,;y of the Indians be slam, m ^e ve.U an
^^

.cller it would
^;X::. ^d" ^^^^^^^^

preven. a general massacre, ana
^ ^, j^^

which the whole ^^^^^''^
^'''Z ^Zl'Z without havin.

Sherburne approached on
f^ ^^^J^^rordrcumstances un-

received any information of the change ot

^^ ^^

til within four miles of ^^^e Post, wher
,
on

^^^^^

he was attacUeH ^^^^^^^ sooner Ld Arnold re-

pelled to sur..uK. at^cre^
^^^^^ he marched a^an.st

ceived mfor-M mvU ot t^ese ev
, hundred men.

the foe, thci at V.udreud, at the ^^^^ of
^^^J'V^^

with a view o.- d.a.tising the ene-J-^ -^^ °^.J , fl,,

e.s. " When prepajnng ^-; ^J^Jt ^ng 'iL the most pes-

u accompanied by Major Sherburne iv
^^^^^^^ ^^^

utive assurances that .f he
P-^^f^.^^ ^^.^rV P--"nt his

. entirely out of the power o Captam Fors
^^.^/jisencum-

. savages from
^^-;;;^l^'l^^ , ^ p^tnr'ig every n.an to

ubering themselves of
^^^'^^J^Xady threatened, and Major

cc death. This massacre was already
^^^^^^^^

c. Sherburne confirmed the u.fcH^manon.Un(^er^^^^
^^^ ^^^_

Hhe;Voui. in,media.e.y '-™ - ^ -,;°;- ,„,, „,. eo„-

Tl.b disaster, or, perhaps, more '^"^^«'V P °
,, „,„ ,

due, of .he oiacers .0 w o^ ^--^^ •;X'.on,'a..d „e

source of deep ^"'"^'""Z^.^I^ll letters vvrit-e. son,,

T-" "T"No;t:rr«"Ce h..n.ed-Co,o,.> B-^

* Ma rshall's Life of W«sWn^ton.
^^B„„3^eld'B conduct be trun, they

t
"irth.acconntsofColonel Bedell. ..ndMajor

^ hopo you w.U

nale certainly acted a part dc«erv.„g the m«.t e.v -P«ary
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Commander-in-Chiof was likewise incensed at the conduct of
Captain Forster, in resorting to deceptive and very unjustifia-
ble ineans, to procure hostages for ratifying a treaty of exchange.
The name of Captain Brant is not mentioned in any of the

books, in connexion with these transactions at th- "edars.
Tlierc is positive evidence, however, that he wa . only
there, but that he exerted himself emciently after the surrender
of Major Sherburne, to control the Indians and prevent the
massacre of the prisoners. Among these latter, was Captain John
M'Kinstry,* who commanded a company on that occasion.
From his accoiuit of the battle, Major Sherburne fell into an
ambuscad(!, and tlie fighting was severe. Captain M'Kinstry's
conunand was engaged sharply with a body of Indians, befo'-e
wliom his troops were several times compelled to retire. 'Rai
lying, however, with spirit, the Indians were repeatedly driven
back 111 turn; and the respective parties werethtls successively
driven by each other, back and forth, according to the doubt-
ful and varying fortunes of the hour, until the Americans were
overpowered by numbers, and compelled to surrender; Captain
M'Kinstry, being wounded, fell by the side of a tree, and was
there taken. He subsequently ascertained that he had been
marked as a victim by the Indians, who had actually made the
usual preparations (br putting him to death by the torture of
fire

;
and that he was rescued by the personal exertions of Cap-

tain Brant, who, in connexion with some humane English offi-
cers, made up a purse, and purchased an ox, which the Indians
roasted for their carousal instead of the gallant prisoner. Cap-
tain M'Kinstry was treated with kindness while a prisoner, and
contracted an intimacy with Brant which continued unti'l the
chioltam's d-ath. Brant never visited the Hudson, after the
Revolution, without spending a few days with Colonel M'Kin-
stry at the Manor ;t and at the time of his last visit, about the
year 180.5, in company with his friend, who, like himself was
a member of the brotherhood, he attended the Freemason's
tab. p,„,,rr m..as..re., arul l,av<, goo.l comts appoint,,! io bring th.,,,, a.ul every
oth.r olhc.r, thai has be. n, or shall bo, auilty of ,ni.sco>,.l„ct, to trial

; that they may
I'c p,m,sl,ed aceonhng to th.Mr ..ff.nees. 0,.r misfortunes at the Cedars were occa-
8.o:.«

,
as .t ,s sa..l, entirely by th.ir bascand co«a,d:y behavior, and cannot bo as-

cr,.,ed ,0 any other ca,,se."-Z..,,„. of Was!nng,on to General Schnyta;June 10. 1776.
* L.it^. Colonel M'K,nstry, of Livin»ston'.s M-noi-.

T Letter to the author, from George M'Kinstry, Esq. of Claverack,
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Lodge in the city of Hudson, where his presence attracted great

'"Bufto return. The conduct of Major Butterfield' .t the Ce-

dars was likewise severely denounced in Congress, ar.d his

capitulation pronouuced by resolution <' a shameful surrender.

Due credit was at the sanfe time awarded to Major Sherburne

ior the bravery displayed l)y himself and his troops who only

» urrendered li last on absolute necessity." NotwUhs andn.g,

moreover, the interposition of Captaiu Brant to prevent a u.as-

Tcre and the rescue of Captain M'Kinstry, such otUrages were

eported to Congress .vs to call forth a series of mdig.mnt reso-

lutions upon the subject. In the preamble to these resoluUous

it was stated that, immediately after the surrender, the pnsone s

were delivered over to the Indians; their baggage plundered

Their clothes taken from them, and several of the.r nttmber

killed • and one of them, who had only been wounded, roasted

alive From the circumstance that Captain M'Kmstry had

been wounded, and designated for the torture though rescued

as we have already seen, by Captain Brant, n is quite probable

^JciSLs was'misinforLd as to the -tual cons—,ou

of such a innpose in the person of any prisoner. Assuming

U e ^ hmveler, the enemy's conduct was denounced in the

„tterms_;;ongress asserting the right oi demanding

ndomnification for the wrongs inflicted upon the prisoners m

hen- persons and property; and in regard to
J^e

murd f

prisoners by the Indians, requiring that the authors of those

nruiders be delivered into their hands for condign punishment,

as a condition precedent to an exchange of P'^'^^";^;^-
J , ^

gard to the torturing of prisoners, a resolution w-^ al-^^op^^^

denounciu.r, " as the sole means of stopping the progie s ot

hu n b t^hery,'' a retaliation of punishment, of the same kind

and degree, to ll i flicted upon a like number of prisoners of

the .Miomy in every case of outrage thereafter to occur^

l^es'r'esohUions were, in effect, a refusal to confii-m tl

treaty for the exchange of prisoners entered - « /'^^^ '

Arnold and were so considered by the commanding oflice i

cIcH;. Theconsequencewastheind.ilgenceofm^^^^^^^^^^^

nation and recrimination, on the part bo h o the Ame c

and British commanders. Ind-^' I, complaints of tu c u-

f tl,., frisoners iaiung into their hands had been

treatiuenl ot ttiu priftoutib »aiu.ig
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preferred against the enemy several months before, particularlv
in the case of Colonel Ethan Allen and his fellow-caDtivos.
Alien hdd been captured by General Prescott, by who n, in ad-
dition to other indignities, he had been heavily ironed, and sent
like a common felon to England. Prescott was afterward
taken by the Americas and treated with considerable ri<rorm retaliation for the iU-nsage of Allen. This produced a"re'
monstrance from General Howe, who, on being reminded of
the case of Allen, disclaimed any responsibility in re^rard to
that transaction, inasmuch as it was an occurrence in adistiict
beyond the boundaries of his particular command. The af-
fair of the Cedars excited the strongest feelings of indignation
not only in Congress and among the people, but in the army.
'• The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of part of
"our people, was certainly a flagrant violation of that faith
"which ought to beheld sacred by all civilized nations, and
' was founded in the most savage barbarity."* Soon after-
ward the account was in part balanced, by a diabolical outrao-e
committed by an American scouting party in the neiahbo'i--
hood of St. John's. It was the deliberate assassination, by the
lieutenant at the head of the party, of Brigadier-General Gor-
ion of the British army. General Gordon was riding alone
and in full uniform, from Laprairie to St. John's. The lieu-
tenant and his party were in ambush within the British lines
and as the General passed, the former wantonly and barbarously
shot hun through the body. Although the wound was mortal,
the General rode on, and speedily reached St. John's, where he
expired.t This painful incident aroused as warm a hurst of
indignation among the British officers, as the affair of the Ce-
dars had done among the Americans. General Carleton
availed himself of the occurrence to issue a violent, thouo-h art-
ml proclamation, which was pronounced by Washino-ton in u
•Hter to the President of Congress, to be "highly unbecomino

• the character of a soldier and gentleman." Althouo-h the
prisoners were not exchanged, under the arrangement" made
with Arnold, yet Carleton set the American captives at liberty
on condition of their returning to their own homes, there to re-'
niuin as prisoners. Each of the prisoners was furnished with
a copy of his insidious proclamation.

* Letter of VVn.lmiaton to tho Provident ofCangros., .TuU K, 1770
t Not,. .„ v.J ,v. otSparks's Lilr and Corrcpondeme of W.-4in,lo,,,
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It was not supposed tliat any considerable numbers of the

Indians of the Six Nations participated in tlie battle of the

Cedars, other than the Mohawks and their kindred tribe, the

Caujrhnawa^as, or the Seven Nations of Canada, as they chose

to call themselves. Indeed, the Six Natfons Avere at that stajje

of the contest far from hewg unanimous in opposition to

the Colonies ;
and at the very time of these occurrences, a do.,

putatiou from four of the nations was at Philadelphia, on a

peaceable mission to Congress. The arrival of this deputation

was announced to that assembly on the 24th of May. On the

1 1th of June they were presented to the House, preparatory to

their departure, and addressed by the President as follows :
—

"Brothers: We hope the friendship that is between you

and us will be firm, and continue as long as the sun shall

shine and the waters run, that we and you may be as one people,

and have but one heart, and be kind to one another as brethren.

" Brothers : The King of Great Britaui, hearkening to the

evil counsel of some of his foolish young men, is angry with

us, because we will not let him take away from us Qur land,

and all that we have, and give it to them ; and because we will

not do every thing that he bids us ;
and hath hindered his peo-

ple from bringing goods to us, but we have made provision lor

getting such a quantity of them, that we hope we shall be able

to supply your wants as formerly.

« LJrothers : We shall order all our warriors and young

men not to hurt you or any of your kindred ; and we hope you

will not suffer any of your young men to join with our enemies,

or to do any wrong to us, that nothing may happen to make

any quarrel between us.

"Brothers: We desire you to accept a few necessaries,

which we present you with, as tokens of our good-will toward

you."

The presents having been delivered, the Indian deputies

expressed a desire to give a name to the President of Congres'^

Permission for that purpose having been granted, achief of tb

Onondagas arose, and saluted the President by the name of

Ka-ran-duaan, or the Great Tree ; by which name .John Han-

cock was afterward known among the Six Nations.

Although it would appear upon the surface of these resolu-

tions, that Congress was yet persc^vering in the luimane policy

md
Liepuu the Indians in a stiite of neutrality, yet candor
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truth require a different record. Much as sound moralists had
condemned the employment of this species of force in civilized
warfare, and strongly as Congress had exerted its influence the
preceding year to prevent the Indians from taking the field in
behalf of either of the cdmbatants, that policy was abandoned.
On the 25th of May, 177G, the Congress resolved " that it was
"highly expedient to engage the Indians in the service of the
" United Colonies ;" and they empowered the Commander-m-
Chief to employ, in Canada and elsewhere, a number not ex-
ceeding two thousand, offering them " a reward of one hun-
" dred dollars for every commissioned officer, and thirty dollars
" lor every private soldier of the King's troops, that they should
"take prisoner in the Indian country, or on the frontiers of
"these Colonies." The Congress also authorized General
Washington to employ the Indians of Penobscot, St. John's
and Nova Scotia, who had proffered their services, and were
to receive the same pay as the Continental soldiers.*

. Whether any of those Eastern Indians were ever actually
cngnged in the American service, is not known. In recrard to
the employment of the Northern Indians, Washington'' forth-
with entered into a correspondence with General Schuyler up-
on the subject, and pressed him to carry the resolutions into efi
feet. Tfie latter, however, was averse to the measure-as
much so as at the first. He disliked to employ such a force
under any circumstances, contending that they were too fickle
and uncertain to allow any well-founded reliance to be placed
upon them at the moment of emergency. At that particular
conjuncture, especially when our troops, broken and dispersed
were flying like fugitives from Canada, he thought the chances
of obtaining Indian auxiliaries exceedingly slender

; and as to
the number prescribed, (two thousand,) the General intimated
m one of his letters to the Commander-in-Chief, that it would
have been well if Congress had condescended to inform him
where so many Indian warriors, not already in the service

SparUs's Life and Cor. of Washington, vol. iv., Appendix. [Mr. Sparks .seems
c have fallen into an error as to the immediate motive of Congress in chan-in.. its
Indian policy at this time. He leaves his readers to infer, that the mea.uTe «as
one of retaliation for the conduct of the British and tndians at the Cedars But such
could not have heen ihn fact. The battle of the Cedars was fou-jlit on the 20,h ofMay and these resolutions wore passed on the 25th-before the news, in those days
could possibly have reached Philadelphia.]
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of the enemy, were to be found. In short, General Schuyler's

opinion was correct from the lieginninjr, that the Colonies could

expect no essential aid from the Indians ; and whatever aid

they miyht receiv.>, would be sure to cost more than it would

come to. So the event proved. Bnt, although the British

profited most by the employment of tlie Indians, they are not

alone to blame for using them. So for, certainly, as prineipic

and intention are concenier', the Americans are equitably enti-

tled to a due share of the censure.*

In recurring to coincident events transpiring in other parts of

the country, it must be remarked, that the Commander-in-

Chief was often placed in circumstances not the most promis-

ing. On his first arrival at the camp before Boston, the pre-

ceding yenr, he had found only " the materials for a good

"army"— not the organized army itself The troops were

mostly undisciplined ;
and having taken arms to fight for li-

berty, it was no easy matter to bring them into those habits of

subordination, which necessarily render a soldier a mere ma-

chine to be moved at the will of his commander. The first

object of General Washington, therefore, was to bring the

troops into a state of discipline. But another difficulty pre-

sented itself in the fact, that, owing to the short periods of en-

listment, the times of service of the greater portion of the

army were to expire in November and December, To which

was added the embarrassing discovery, that all the powder at

his conmiand was barely sufficient to supply nine rounds of

cartridges per man. There was, moreover, a general want of

camp equipage and clothing, and indeed of every thing neces-

sary alike to the comfort and the efficiency of an army. But

Heaven, in its mercy, seemed to have devolved the command

upon the man of all others best calculated to meet the emer-

gency and overcome it. His destitution of ammnnition wis

artfully and effectually concealed from the enemy; and al-

thongh, on the discharge of those of his troops who would not

re-enlist, at the close of December, (1775,) he had no more

than 9050 men left, he yet contrived to sustain liimself and

keep the enemy beleaguered in Boston dnring the whole wiiiler.

"It is not in the pages of history, perhaps,'" he wrote to

• Sparks.
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Co„gre.s.s, "to ftumsh a case like ours. To nmintam a postw, an musket shot of the enemy for six months together,
without ammunition, and at the same time to disba.^ oneanny and recru.t another, within that distance of twenty odd

-reui^ted.''^"™'"'''
^' ""''"' P'^'-^^'^^' ^'^^" -- -«' -^-

The Continental Congress had been induced by the influence
of the Com,nander-m-chief to resolve upon the raising of anarmy of 70,000 men, to be enhsted for the term of three y'ears o

CO d be mduced to offer bounties for enhstments
; and ovenhen the ranks were not rapidly filled. At the close of February

UOOut : 7 '"";' ^'^ ^'^^^'^^"^ -- - --than
14,000 men, exclusive of 6000 of the Massachusetts militiaAn assault upon Boston had been meditated in February by
General Washington

;
but the opinion of his principal officers

as expressed in a council of war, being strongly against surh
a movement, the enierprize was reluctantlyabandoned. Weariedby ...action, the next project of the American commander was
to take possession of Dorchester Heights-a position command-
ing the town of Boston, the occupation of which would compel
General Howe either to attempt its dispossession by the Ameri-
cans, or to evacuate the town. The enterprize was so wellplanned as to be executed by General Thomas with complete
and bnliant success, on the night of the 4th of MarchHaving diverted the attention of the enemy by a bombardmeni
of his lines in another direction, the movement was unper-
oeived The weather being mild, the American troop! we"o
nabled to labor with energy in throwing up defences, which,

0.1 Che fo lowing morning, struck the General of the Britishanny with astonishment, from their sudden appearance and
hoir magnitude. A heavy atmosphere contributed to magnify
Uie height of the works, and increase the wonder of the foe
S.r Wilham Howe made immediate preparations to drive the
A.nericans from their new, and, to him, dangerous position

;for which purpose two thousand choice troops were embarked
cross over the same evening

; but a severe tempest frustrated
his design. On the following morning General HoJe ^n-

• Holmes's Annals.
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vencd a council of war, at which it was resolved to evacuate

the town us soon as possible. This determination was carried

into execution on the 17th, hy the embarkation of the whole

British army, and the sailing of the fleet-first to Halifax-hut

ultimately, as the event proved, for New-York. On the same

day General Washington entered Boston in triumph, and was

hailed by the universal acclaim of the people as their deliverer.

Thus was the town which first raised the standard of rebellion,

the first to rejoice at the final retreat of its oppressors. Nor was

it the fortune of the invaders ever to set foot there again.

Ill tlie North, the operations of the Provincial army had been

far less propitious. The conquest of Canada was a favorite

project with Congress, and every possible effort within tlu^

slender means of the Colonies was made to that end. But the

fall of Montgomery had thrown a gloom over the enterprise

which was never dissipated. Colonel, now General Arnold,

had maintained himself before Quebec during the winter, and

until late in the spring, with but a handful of men—number-

ing, at one time, not more tiian five iiundred effectives. But

the'reinforcements were slow in arriving; the Canadians, from

a variety of causes—the principal of which, beyond doubt,

was bad treatment from an undisciplined soldiery—became

loss friendly to the Americans than at first, notwithstanding the

mission of Messrs. Franklin, Chase, and Carroll, accompanied

by a Catholic priest, to conciliate them ;
and on the arrival of

(iencral Wooster at his quarters, about the 1st of April, Arnold

obtained leave of absence, and took the command at Montreal.

General Thomas, who had been assigned to the command of

the army in Canada, after the exploit of Gloucester Heights,

arrived before Quebec on the 1st of May, where he found an

army of nineteen hundred men, less than one thousand of

whom were effective, and three hundred of these, being entitled

to their discharge, refused to perform duty. They had but one

hundred and fifty barrels of powder, and six days' provisions.

Well knowing that with the opening of the navigation. Sir

Guy Carleton's expected reinforcements would arrive, the cir-

cumstances in which he was placed were altogether so un-

promising, that General Thomas, with the concurrence of a

council oi war, determined to raise the siege on the 5th of

May, and assume a more eligible position farther up the river
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luvastno.ntontion of the American commander to remove
the sick to Threo Rivers

; but on the 6th, helbre the arran-c-
ments for retreafin^r wore all concerted, a British fleet, with
renilorcemonts, arrived. General Carleton immediately made
a sort.e at the head of one thousand men

; to oppose whom,
Genera! 1 homas had not more than three hundred available
troops. No other course remained, therefore, hut a preoi-
puate retreat for all who could get away-leaving the siok
and the military stores to the enemy. General Thomas led his
httle band hack to the mouth of the Sorel, where he was
seized with the small-pox, and died. Large reinforcements
joined the fugitive army at that place, under General Sullivan
Before General (Jarleton moved from Quebec, an expedition
was undertaken from Sorel to the Three Rivers, against Gene-
ral trus.cr, under the direction of General Thompson and
Colone St. Clair. It. was unsuccessful ; from which time dis-
aster followed disaster, until, owing to the combined causes of
defeat, sickness, and nisubordination, the Americans found
theiuselves, on the 18th of June, driven entirely out of Canada :

the British army following so closely upon their heels, as iml
mediately to occupy the different posts os they were successive-
ly evacuated.

The Americans, however, still retained the control of Lake
Uiamplain, and occupied the fortifications upon its shores
the command of which had now been assigned by Con-ress
to General Gates, with great and manifest injustice toward" Ge-
neral Schuyler.* Gales at first established his head-qnarters at
Crown Pmnt, but soon afterward withdrew his forces from that
post, and fell back upon Ticonderoga. This step was taken

* Tl.e appointmont of OufH to (l.o command of this department, was from tho

ato v'Z"'; .".
'°

r'"

''"—'N.W.York, nor was his own cour'se very onci!atory toward hern. In th« coursu of the present Summer, it was reported to Lieu-

im ;?Sr . ^Tr'"':':T "' '"'''''''' P°P"'''^ ""^-^ ''''o"^-'"? to h«regmnt of Colonel Van Scha.ck, and then in command of Fort George at the headof the lake of that name, that tho General had spoken disrespectful!; of thai re"-ment and also of tho regiments of Colonels Wynkoop ana Fisher. His letters toCol. Gansevoortworounneeossarily harsh and pragmatical s, much so as justly to
g.ve ofT.nce. Irritated hy such treatment, Gansevoort wrote u spirited letter to
Gate., ref.rrmg to several nrntters in which he had been aggrieved by the letters and
convernation of that officer. lie requested a Court of Inquirv, and avowed his de-
termmaUon, with tho leave of Gen. 8chuyler, to relinquish tho command of thew.t~MS. Utter, «/ Gale, and Col. Gansevoon in the author', i.cstssion. ' » } t
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bv the advice and concurrence of a l)oard of general olRcers

but contrary to the wishes of the field officers. The Connnau

der-in-'>hiel was cxcediuLMy dissatisfied with this movement ol

Gates, behevinjr that the relinquishment of that post, m its conse-

quences, would be equivalent to an abandonment of Lakes

Georcre and Chan^plain, and all the advantages to be derived

therefrom.* In reply to the concern that had been expressed

bv Washmgton on the occasion, General Gates contended that

Crown Point was untenable with the f--es then under Im

command, nor could it be successfully defended even with the

aid of the expected reinforcements. These reinforcements,

moreover, the General added, could not be allowed to approach

nearer to Crown Point than Skenesborough, since "it would

" be only heaping one hospital upon another."t The annals

of disastrous war scarce present a more deplorable picture than

that exhibited by the Americans escaping from Canada. In

addition to the small pox, the army had been afflicted by other

diseases, generated by exposure, destitution, and laxity o dis-

cipline Fleets of boats came up the lake, freighted with the

sick and dying ; and even those reported from day to day lit

for duty, presented but the appearance of a haggard skele-

ton of an army. " Every thing about this army," said Gene-

ral Gates in the letter already cited, " is infected with the pes-

» tilence the clothes, the blankets, the air, and the ground

" thev walk upon. To put this evil from us, a general hospi-

" Uy\ 'is established at Fort George,t where there are now be

« tween two and three thousand sick, and where every infected

^'. person is immediately sent. But this care and caution have

" not ellectually destroyed the disease here ;
it is, notwithstand-

« ii)o-, continually breaking out." 11

Such was the deplorable condition in which an army, so re-

Letter of Washington to Gen. Galos, July 19, 177G.

4 L t' of G-. Gales to Washington in reply, July 28. The small pox wluch

had Jin o fa?a to ,he troops in Canada, had now hrok.n "'-'"t Crown Po.nt an.

Sonde"o°a-the pestilenc; having been purposely introduced by a v 1- - .

•;• Tnortor Barker This fact is stated in a letter from the Adjutant-Gencral ol

I At the head of Lak^ George. h °P»'» '
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contly victorious, had been driven back from \vf)at was in fact
tt (•onriuon.'d country, lost cntiroly tbrougli misnianagcnient,
and tho want of un army upon tiie basis of permanent enlist-
ment. Added to which, was another didiculty lying beneath
the surface. Many prisoners had fallen into the hands of the
I'licmy at Uuebec and during the subsequent retreat. Toward
"li iliese, the conduct of Sir Guy Carleton had been most poli-
tic. Tliey had been treated with the greatest care and human-
ity, and so much of tiie subtle poison of flattery, mingled with
liiiidndss, had been poured into their ears, that their return on
parole, which v/as presently allowed by the British comnmnder,
was regarded witii apprehension.* On one occasion, a larjre
number of prisoners arriving at Crown Point from St. Jolm's in
a vessel provided by Sir Guy Carleton, were visited, before land-
ing, by Colonel John Trumbull, the Adjutant-General for the
Nortiiern Department. From the feelings they manifested, and
the tenor of their conversation. Colonel Trumbull saw at once
that It would not be prudent to allow them to land, or hold the
least intercourse with the suffering troops of tho garrison. He
immediately reported the fact to the General, and advised that the
siiid prisoners should be sent directly forward to Skenesborou<rh,
and despatched to their respective homes, without allowhio!O

"Altliougli General Carleton had acquiesced in the harsh treatment of Ethan
Allen, y.t thf, prisoners wlio fell into his hands met with nsage in every respect as
8fm,l as thiit of the British soldiers, except in the necessary rest ,, . of confinement
I'liis was declared in a letter to Washington from Major Mei •, .vhen he returned
01. MS parole the Summer following, Tho soldiers were confined in tho .Jesuits'U I,.,:-,., and the ollieers in the Seminary. The latter, after tho sie-e was raised
hud permission to walk in a large garden adjoining their quarters. °Major Mei-s
M\ throe hundred prisoners in auebec about the middle of May. When they were
released for exchange, General Carleton supplied them with articles of clothintr i„
wlucli they were deficient. It was said, that when some of his officers spoke totim
ol tins act, as an unusual degree of lenity toward prisoners of war, he replied —
"Since we have tried in vain to make thrm acknowledge us as brothers, let us' at
luast senrl them away disposed to regard us as first cousins." Having been in-
formed that many persons Buffering from wounds and various disorders'were con-
ccttled in the woods and obscure places, fearing that if they appeared openly they
would he seized as prisoners and severely treated

; ho issued a proclamation coin-
|naM(!mg tho militia officers to search for such persons, bring them to the general
li'H|Mtal, and procure for them all necessary relief at the public charge. Ho also
invited all such persons to come forward voluntarily, and receive the assistance they
needed

;
assuring them, "that as soon as their health should be restored, they should

"have free liberty to return to their respective provinces."—SparJb.

1*0** f'Z,
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tho,n to min,lc with the troops at that place. The suggestioa

"n:' w^JeU. dimcuUie.cnuu.oratc<], ah which the of^e»

had ncounter. The spirit of aisailccon -s far more ex^

onsivo than those who are left to contemplate the scenes

3/w icl th3ir fathers passed, and the discouragen.ent

:;::;\:;ieh they .ere co^v^^^^^ --^^:^z^;::i
to suppose The bnrden of many of General be niylers let

r ndalso the letters of other oHlcrs, dnring the w .o e c,

Ihis "Ln, was the frequency of desertions to the ranks of the

^'"Scin. for a moment at the situation of afTa^rs at the

J., the^loon. of tl. ,..nre i^.^ - ;^^^^
expedition of General Chnton a. d S'-r Icttr lar

firing of the fleet, mounting, and agam plaemg it on the

^"buI the .rand event of the year, the transactions of which

Srd H Leeof Virginia, on ,he Tib of J"-, and -

Dec a alio., itself solemnly adopted on the 4th of J., y. T\,_ a. once cnt off all hope of reconchafon w, h the p
-

tSSrr^rd/alceletated hy the condnct of the

I
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Uritish government itself, during the preceding session ol I>.u--

liameiit, by act of which the Americans hud l)een dccUirod out
of the Royal protection

; so widely mistaken had been the Con-
gross of the preceding year, whicli had .i.ljourncd with stron<r
liopos that the differences between the two countries would
soon be adjusted to their mutual satisfaction/ At the samo
time the parent government was putting forth its utmost ener-
gies to crush the Colonies at a blow. For this purpo.se, 25,000
British troops were to be employed, in addition to 17,000 Ger-
m:iu mercenaries jmrchased from the Landgrave of Hesse
(^issol, the Duke of Brunswick, and the Coimt of Hanau.
1 iioso troops, together with the Canadian recruits, the American
loyalists, and the Indians, it was intended should constitute an
mvading force of 55,000 men. With such preparations in
prospect against them, it was no time for inactivity on the part
of the Colonists; and having by the Declaration thrown away
the scabbard of the sword that had been drawn fifteen months
bebre, there was no alternative but resistance to the end

Ilecurrnig for a brief space, to the history proper of the
Mohawk Valley, it may be assumed, in behrlf of its patriotic
population, that the xv^av attitude of the cmmtry was neither
unexpected nor unwelcome. On the contrary, havin'r been
among the earliest to propose a separation, the great act'of the

w. :l
'''"' ""'''''"'' '"'*''' cordially received than iv^ the

Whigs of 1 ryon County. Nor did they falter in their purposes
of sustaining the cause in which the country had embarked,
amid a

1 the disasters of the early part of the season or those
tha fol owed In their own section of country, however, the
night of Sir John Johnson and his retainers was the only im
poitant incident occurring during that memorable year Still
mere was no relaxation of vigilance, or of preparation* for the
Voorst, should trie storm of war, so long muttering in the dis-
tance, actually break upon those settlements. Thf frontiers
were at all times liable to the sudden irruptions of savages and
i was necessary to keep scouting parties continually upon

oHh "m , T' 11''^ 'T«^
^'" p""^'p-^> -"•--"' -' th

01 he Mohawk, and lying directly in the line of communica-
tion between the Mohawi. Castles and the Indian post at Ogh-

Marshall's Life of Wa.!.i;,.ton, Vol. f. Cha... iv.

::"\\\
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a

kwa-a ,• wa» P-,ic„l»rly exposed. Early in *" F-^Jf;™;
„„,'..;ercro.e, a ccnpany of ™|- »»-;/: t: tat
romraand of Captain Robert M'Keaii. i tie pim

nu n<^ the Captain and his little corps elsewhere, the n-

Hi^rs strongly remonstrated with the Cammittee of Safe y

^.oainst the removal of that corps, but without ettt^ct. l ney

;;:::ddressed themselves to the P-it.cial Congress o^^^^^^

York and by a forcible and eloquent .ppeal, obtained anot ur

Impay of rangers to be stationed among them urider tie

company oi
^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ .^j^,

command ot oapiain vYiiiu- 1 i i

Thnv had
,r. „ri until the ener"-v of men in earnest. 1 ney nau

^v!^ Ihrt:t^'hrSLir missionaries, intimations that

^T T hn Johnson and Colonel John Butler were mstigatiug

fh I di n trLadescont upon them; and already were

he t^d settlers in other and newer locations coming tn o

cLn'rVaUey for protection. Apprehending, also, sudden ir-

n^l Jf IcIlpmgVties, the aged, and -eh as from o.

causes were exempt from military service, now organizei

causes wei

^ ^ ,,^ protection of the settlement

'Tt c rse oTriLon Ge.leral Schuyler was directed

hv Con'ress to cause Fort Stanwix to be strengthened, and

ofhSm a bus to be erected at proper places along the Mo-

^"c^v r. Colonels Van Schaick and Dayton had prev.ou ly

ha\Mc lyer.
detachments of regular

"rt: r
aSlw:a,,d.l,ola..era.Oer„,a„ K,.«J

Inon Co onel Dayton was in.posed tl>e duly ol carrying lo,.

d .hetorus Jvcn S.anwix, for which pnrpose .he 1 ry<

fnnnlv mili.ia were ordered to his assis.ance. Ihe s.lc oi

U°,"mm.a^ defence had early been improved as one of .he

::rOe:::!f, sLltf"™e%.lrpose of eom^ndii. the car.

r'i,„r Dlace between the Moliawli River and Wood OreeK,

SSs "to lire Oneida Lake, and thence into Lake Ontario,

,.,l Trrr-t*"L,,t 0W„., S.,„„el c™,«,, S.„».. Dualop, J.-

Sto'lt, Kober. Wcll^ J.."<" »»'") "»
'

""'
'
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by the Oswego river.* There were several other fortifications

ai difi'erent points of the narrow strip of land between the two
streams already mentioned, such as Fort Bull and Fort New-
port ; the former commanding the Creek, about three miles

distant. These were strong redoubts; but Fort Stanwix was com-
paratively a formidable work, having its bomb-proofs, its sally-

port, and a covered way to the spring brook. Altogether

these works formed an ample defence of the key from Upper
Canada to the Mohawk Valley, and were likewise of signal

service for the protection they afforded to the In-, n trade.

But, although the principal fortress had been erecua at the

great expense—enormous in those times—r,f 266,400 dollars,

yet the conunencement of the war of the Revolution found
the whole in ruins. Colonel Dayton appears to have made but

little progress in re-building the fort, since it will be found
that other officers had the works in charge early in the follow-

ing year, and they were f;\r from complete when subsequently

invested by the motley forces of General St. Leger. Colonel

Dayton, however, thought proper to change its name in honor
of the General commanding the Northern department, and it

was subsequently known as Fort Schuyler during the residue

of the war.t

A rapid glance at the other warlike events of the season

will close the history of the year. Anticipating, on the evacu-

ation of Boston by General Howe, that his next point of attack

would be New-York, General Lee was detached by the Com-
mander-in-chief with a portion of the army, to put Long
Island and the harbor of New-York in a posture of defence.

Washington followed soon afterward himself, and establis'- .d

his head-quarters in the city. Having been joined by his

brother. Lord Howe, as commander of the fleet at HaliAix, Ge-

neral, afterward Sir William Howe, with his reinforcements,

arrived off Sandy Hook—the latter on the 25th of June and
the former on the 12llj of July. General Clinton arriving at

The reconstruction of this work was early pointed out, and strongly urged upon
General Schuyler, by Washinntiin.

t There was another Fort Schuyler, b\iilt, on the present site of Ulica during the

old French war, and named thus in honor of Cjjonel Schuyler, an uncle of General
Philip Schuyler of the Revolution. The two ure of>,en confounded in history, and
<';v: change in the n.iine of Port Stanwji; iva-; alike unneeesaarv aiid unwise.
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about the same time from the unsuccessful enterprise against

Charleston, with Admiral Hotham, the combined forces ot the

enemy now amounted to about 24,000 men, mcluduig the

Hessians. .

Lord and Sir William Howe were clothed with powers, as

Commissioners, to treat with the Colonies for a reconcihanon.

Tlieir pacific errand was proclaimed before hostilities were re-

commenced, and promises of pardon were proffered to all who

would avail themselves of the Royal clemency, and return to

their allegiance and duty. Their proposals, however, were

considered too exceptionable, both in matter and form, to re-

ceive the least attention.

On the 22d of August the British army was landed upon

Loner Island, at Gravesend. The American army at this time

cons!stin<r of L5,000 men, under General Sullivan, was en-

camped in the neighborhood of Brooklyn. The battle of Long

Island, whicli was severely, thouiih ineffectually, contested by

the American forces under Sullivan and Lord Stirling, was

fou.rht on the 27tli of August. In this action, the loss of the

enemy was diirerenlly reported at from 300 to 450. The loss

of the Americans was far more considerable. General Wash-

ino-ton admitted it to be 1000, but is believed only to have re-

ferred to the los.s of tlie regular troops. General Howe claim-

ed 1007 prisoners, among whom were Generals Sullivan,

Stirling, and Woodliull. On the 30th, the Americans effected

a masterly retreat across the East river to New-\ ork.* The

enemy made immediate dispositions for attacking ^e\v-Yorlc

;

and so prompt and skilful were his movements, that, in a coun-

cil of general officers, an evacuation forthwith was deemed the

only mmuis of saving the army. The British fleet was divided

into two squadrons, one of which entered the East and the

other the North river. Under cover of the former, Sir Hmry

Clinton crossed from Long Island, and landed at Kipps Bay,

with such celerity that the Americans fled in disorder. Indeed,

• During the opor«tion. upon Long Island and Now-York, Captain Brant con-

triv..d.o,..;.f.om (^an,.d. a,.d join the King's iorces. He was w:th Governor

Trvon u Flall.n.l.. Ti.. lat. Mr. .Tohn Wnlts, a brotlier-.n-law of Sir John

Johnson. u«od to Hp.'uk ..f .:.i;in, a walk wi.h Gov. Tryon, Colonel As,>1, and

Br H through an Lrcbard in .l.ut villa... n,.ring their stroll, Brant plucke .

crlcrah-applnfrom a tree, which, on ta.ting it, he threw away-screw.n. Ins

face, and exclaiming :-" It's us bitter as a Prcshytcr.un !"
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.rL h 17' 7;f'^ '^°"^' '^-^^^^^' -^^ P-visions falling

cnu forces, at that time, consisted of militia, the conduct ofwinch was scandalous beyond endurance. They des' ted noonly m small numbers, but in companies and squLron
,
1^^^^^

ever thoy could
;
and their conduct in the face of the enemy

cowardly So disorderly was their demeanor, and so like pol-
roo,.s did U.ey behave when flying from Sir Henry Clint^on,
hat even Waslungton himself lost his patience, and' was e^:
c.ted to a degree of hot exasperation. In writing from Har-laem Heights to a friend, Geiieral Greene said thlt two b -
g^des of militia ran away from about fifty men, leaving the Com-
mander-in-chief on the ground within eighty yar^ds of theeuo.ny, so vexed with the conduct of his troops, timt he soi.glu
death i.jther than life.* His attempts to stop'them were fruit-
less. He drew his sword, and threatenecf to run them throucrh
a.id cocked .and snapped his pistols.t But all his exertions
were to no purpose. In a letter upon the subject of this infa-
mo.is coiiduct of the militia, to the President of Congress the
Commander-in-chief declared that, were he called to give his
opinion upon oath, he should say that the militia did more in-
jury to the service Ahan good.

General Greene had strongly urged the destruction of the city
by hre -a measure afterward so effectively adopted by Count Ros
topcliui, Governor of the ancient capital of Muscovy, to arrest
the career of \apoleon-that the enemy might be deprived of the
aclirantnge of establishing their winter-quarters therein His rea
sons for tlus measure were sound, and it ought, doubtless, to have
boen adopted. Washington was believed to be of the same opi-
nion, especially as two thirds of the property which it was pro-
posed to destroy, belonged to undisguised loyalists. ButCono-rcss
would not allow the sacrifice - and, on the 15th of Septernber
the city was in full possession of the enemy-General Wash'
angton having retired with the army to Kingsbridge. From

Sparks + n j
, ,,r , . , , , ,

t Gordon.
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the superiority in numbers and discipline of the British and

Germmi troops, the Americans were unable to meet them .n

the field, and' the policy of evaeuatins and retreatn,g was

adopted. A succession of movements, manoeuvres, and cn-

jraaements, followed in Westchester, terminating, for the mo-

ment, in the drawn battle of White Plams on the 18th o

October' Washington then divided his army, and crossed

into New Jersey with a portion, leaving 7500 troops at North

Castle, under General Lee. The next disaster to the American

amis Ivas the fall of Fort Washington, on the Ibth of Novem-

ber,\after a brave defence by Colonel Magaw, notwithstanding

the refusal of a portion of his troops to man the lines., rh.t

fortress was attacked with great gallantry at four points led by

Generals Knyphausen, Matthews, Cornwallis, and Lord 1 ercy.

The re^riment of Colonel Rawlings, on that occasion, behaved

with great spirit; nor would Colonel Magaw have given up

the post but for the cgnduct of the disaffected.! After the fall

of Fort Washington, Lord Cornwallis crossed into New Jersey

with 6000 men, for the purpose of attacking Fort Lee, of

which General Lee was then in command. But the means ot

this skilful officer were not adequate to the defence of the post

ao-ainst a force of such unequal strength; the people of New

Jersey were at that time intent rather to make terms with the

enemy, Jian to afford efficient assistanc*,ll and the garrison

was saved by an evacuation. General Washington had taken

post at Newark ;
but the fall of Forts Washington and Lee,

'ton-ether with the diminution of his own strength by the expi-

ration of the term of service of his men, obliged him to retreat

rapidly across New Jersey to the other side o^ the Delaware.

The Stockbridgo I.ulianB were engaged with the Americans in tliis battle.

Thevfouoht bravely, and siiflercd severely.

ti of Washington to his brother, John AugusUne Washmgton, dated

from Hackenaack, Nov. 19, 1776.

f| IfTheconduet of the Jerseys has been most infamous. Instead of turningout

to defend their country and affording aid to our army, they are mak.ng thc.r M,b-

mi Ins as fast as they can. If the Jerseys had given us any support we ,. ,h

Ten do a sta.d at 1 lackonsark, and after that at Brunswick ;
but the (ew n.l.t a

ntwenin arms disbanded themselves, and le't the poer remoms of an army to

niuk.. the best we could of it."-L€t/.r of .r«v/,m:r/o,l to hi, broths, John AupuUn,

WashimrloH, Nov. IS, 1770.



177G.] GENERAL PHOGRESS OP THE WAR. 173

followed so closely by Lord Cornwallis, that the van of the
pursuers was often enga^red with the rear of the pursued.

In addition to tiiis succession of disasters, Sir Guy Carleton
had appeared upon Lake Champlain with a flotilla, superior to
.hat of the Americans under General Arnold, and which
seemed to have been called into existence as if by enchantment.
Two naval engagements followed, on the lltli and 13th of
October, contested with undaunted bravery,* but resulting in the
defeat of Arnold, the annihilation of his flotilla, and the pos-
session of the Lake and Crown Point by the iix-. Early in
December Rhode Island also fell into his hands. The forces
of the Commander-in-chief at the same time numbered only
from two to three thousand men ; and scarcely a new recruit
supplied the places of those whose terms of service were expir
ing. And even those recruits that were furnished, were so
badly supplied with officers, as almost to extinguish the hope
of forming an army from which any efficient services were to
be expected, t

Worse than all, a spirit of disaffection was rife in the Slate?
of New-York and New Jersey, which not only thwarted the
purposes of the Commander-in-chief, but threatened the most
lamentable consequences to the cause. Although there were
many stanch Whigs in Albany and its vicinity, there were,
many vigilant loyalists in that region, who continued to keep in

correspondence with the enemy during nearly the whole contest.

In the Summer of this year, General Schuyler had detected a
dangerous plot in the neighborhood of Albany, and apprehended
some of the ringleaders. During the operations of the army
in the Autumn, in New-York and its neighborhood, it was only
with the utmost difliculty that large portions of the fluctuating
army could be kept in the line of duty, while other large por"
tions either went off in masses, or proved unfaithful while they
remained. The conduct of the militia at Fort Washino-ton

* Gen. Giites wrote to Col. Ten Eyck, from Ticondcrosa, on the 13fh of Octo-
ber--" The .mgiigement began on the 1 1 th, and continues to this day. The enemy's
flr'i-t is iimch superior to ours, and we mriintain a running fight. All our officers
behave with the greatest spirit."—JtfS. letter in the author's possession.

t "ThHdi(f,Tent States, without regard to the qualifications of an ofl^cor, qnar-
roliing about the appointment--, and non.inating such as are not fit to be shop-blacks,
from the local attachments of this or that member of Assembly."—LeWer/rom Wash-
iHnto}) (it his biuthei; 19i/t JSTuvetiibtr, 1776.
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has: been noted. General Greene wrote on the 5th of Novem-

ber that ihe New-York mUitia, under Colonel Hawkes Hay,

actually refused to do duty. They said General Howe had

promised them peace, liberty, and safety; and that was all they

wanted.*
i

• u »t

These are but a few of the discouragements under which the

Commander-in-chief was laboring. To borrow his own ex-

pressive language in the private letter to his brother cited m

a preceding note, "You can form no idea of the perplexity of

" my situation. No man, I believe, ever had a greater choice of

"diiriculties, and less means to extricate himself from them."

Nevertheless, the last sun of that year did not sink behind so

deep a cloud of gloom as had been anticipated. In the north,

General Carleton, who had occupied Crown Point after the

(lofcat of Arnold's flotilla, had returned to Canada without at-

tempting any thing farther ;
and before the close of the year

the Conimander-in-chief had the satisfaction to announce, that

instead of imitating tlie bad example of others, the Continental

recriments from the Eiistern States had agreed to remain six

weeks beyond the term of their enlistment.t In addition to

which were the bold return of Washington upon Trenton, and

his brilliant victory over the Hessian forces at that pKice, on the

morning of the 2Gth of December. " This well-judged and

« successful enterprise revived the depressed spirits of the Colo-

« nists, and produced an immediate and happy effect in re-

« cruiting the American army."+

Sparks—Life ond Cor. of Washington.

t Letter from VVasliington to the commander ot Morristown, Doc. 30.

t Holmes's Annals.



CHAPTER Vin.

CoiUinuation oi* movements in New Jersey—ExtinE^iishmenf of the council.fire ot
Onoruiii^ii -Tryoti County—Colonel Harper's mission to Oiiiiiiwiiaa—The Har-
per family —Adventure at the Johnstone sittlement— Cnptiire of Good Peter and
his parly-^-Tnayciiilanegeii erosses from Canitdn to Ojhkwa'ia— Interview with
the Rev. Mr. Johnstone— Doubtful course of Brunt- Feverish situation of the
people— Rxpi.'dilion of General Herkimer to Unadilla—Remarkiible meetint; be-
tweeu Hrrkiiiier and Brant—Meditated a-t of treachery—Wariness ol"' tho
chief—Mectina abruptly tertninatfd—Rnded in a storm—Brant draws off to Os-
wego—GranrI eoimci! there-The Indians ^enerailv join the Royal standard

—

Approach of Brant upon Cherry Valley—How defeated—Death' of Lieutenant
Wormwood.

Having secured his prisoners on the Pennsylvania side of

the Delaware, General Washington established himself at

Trenton. But he was not long permitted its nndistiirhed pos-

session. Collecting his forces, Cornwallis advanced rapidly up-

on the capital of New Jersey, where he arrived on the 2d of Ja-

nuary. Someskirmishingensucd towardeveningjbutbotharmies

encamped for tho night without coming to a general engagement— 'jeing separated only by Assumpinck Creek—and apparently

both expecting a battle in the morning. The force of the en-

emy, however, was too great to render it safe for the American
Commander-in-chief to hazard an tiction. By an adroit and
masterly movement, therefore, leaving l)is fires burning, Gene-

ral Washington succeeded in getting away iinperccived, and
throwing himself into the enemy's rear. The battle and vic-

tory of Princeton followed, and the American army moved to

Morristown, while Cornwallis hastened back to New Bruns-

wick and thence to New-York— the difTerent detachments of

British troops, which had been scattered through New Jersey,

being at all points discomfited.

Returning from this digression to the Indian relations of

New-York, there is one event to he noted, the character of

which caimot be explained. Amouir the manuscripts preserved

in the family of the hero of Oriskany,* is a speech from the

Oneida chiefs to Colonel Elmore, the oflicer who, at the com-

mencemeut of the present year, was in the command of Port

Schuyler, announcing the final extinguishment of the great

* Colonel, afterward General Herkimei.
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council -fire of the Six Nations at Onondaga. As the central

iiiitiou of the confederacy, their general councils, time nnnie-

morial had heen holden at the Ouondacra Castle, at which, n;

their own iKnirative lamruajre, their council-fire was ever kept

hurnin<r Tlieso councils assembled annually to discuss the

exterior relations, and all matters of national concernment.

'Vhvv were composed of chiefs delegated from each member ot

the t'ederative republic, and sometimes numbered as many as

Pi<rhty sachems in the assembly.* Hy what means the event

had been accomplished-whether the calamity was the result

of pestilence or war-the speech of the Oneidas does not in-

form us ;
although it announces the fall of a large number of

the Onondaga warriors, in connexion with the catastrophe.

Still, the transaction is veiled in darkness so thick as to baflle

investigation. The following is the speech :-

« Fort Sciiuyi.kh, Ja7i. 10th, 1777.

" Seeech op the Oneida Chiefs to Col. Elmore.

.< Brother : We arc sent here hy the Oneida chiefs, m con

lunction with the Onondagas. They arrived at our village

vesterday They gave us the melancholy news that the grand

council-fire at Onondaga was extinguished. We have lost out

of their town by death ninety, among whom are three princi

pal sachems. We, the remaining part of the Onondagas, do now

inform our brethren that there is no longer a council-fire a

the capital of the Six Nations. However, we are determined

to use our feeble endeavors to support peace through the con

federate nations. But let this be kept in mind, that tho

council-fire is extinguished. It is of importance to our well-

bein- that this be immediately communicated to General

Schuvler, and likewise to our brothers the Mohawks. In ordei

fo ff ct this, we deposite this belt with Tekeyanedonhot te^

Co onel Elmore, commander at Fort Schuyler, who is sent

here by General Schuyler to transact all matters relative to

, ..The national council took cognizance of war and peace,

f^^^l^^^^fjl

Witt Clinton.
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pence. W<? tlioroforo rnqnost him to forward this intelligence

in the first pliicn to (JtMicriil Herkimer, dcsirinfrhim to commii.
r.icuto it to the ^^olm\vk Castle near to him, and then to Major
Fonda, reqnestini;- him to immediately communicate it to iho
Lower Castle of Mohawks. Let the helt then be forwarded to

General Schuyler, that ho may know that onr conncil-fire is

evlingiiished, and can no Ioniser burn."*

This singular document is worthy of preservation, not only
as the authentic, hut as the only account of the occurrence re-
corded. It contains a mystery, howei'cr, which cannot now be
solved. Still, as no belligerent events are known to have been
enacted in the Onondaga country during that winter, the most
plausible conjecture would attribute the mortality indicated by
the speech to .some pestilential disorder, which might have
swept over them, as with the Schoharie Canton ^eighteen
months before.

In the Couiity of Tryon, which now demands our chief at-

tention, great uneasiness was again awakened among the inha-
bitants, toward the close of the winter especially in the remoter
settlements south of the Mohawk, by the reported gatherin<r ot
the Indians at Oghkwaga. The fact that their numbers were
increasing at that point having been satisfactorily ascertained,
Colonel John Harper, of Ilarpersfield, was despatched thither
by the Provincial Congress of New-York to ascertain their in-
tentions. Taking every necessary measure of precaution to
guard against surprise, and to be ready for any emergency, by
having the ollicers of his militia regiment on the r///i vh-e,
Colonel Harper departed upon his mission, accompanied only
by a single white man and one Indian. He arrived on the 27th
of February, and was well received by the Indians, who mani-
fested a perfectly friendly disposition toward himself, and also
toward the settlements. So far from exhibiting.any belligerent
intentions, they e.vpressed their sorrow for the troubles of the
country, and declared their determination to take no part in the
controversy. Satisfied as to the sincerity of their professions,
although subsequent events proved that they must have been

Transcribn.1 by tlio niilhor from the original draught, aa furni
Herkimer by Colonel Elmore.
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dissombliii!?, Colonel Harper siipplird tlie means of a festival,

and pres(!ntoi them with an ox, which was rousted for the oc-

casion.*

Colonel John Ili.rper wns one of fonr brothers— VVilhnni,

John, Aicxander, and Joseph Hari)er, who, with eighteen

otliers, planted themselves down upon a tract of country, m

17(38, which was subsequently named TTarpersfield. After his

return from this mission, he was for a time in command of one

of the little forts in Schoharie. On one occasion, in March or

April of this year, he took a circuit alone from Schoharie

through the woods to Harpcrsfield, and thence, when returning,

struck farther to the westward, toward the head waters of the

Susquehanna. While ascending a hill, he suddenly saw a

company of Indians approaching. As they had discovered

him, any attempt to fly would have been vain. They would

have shot him down. Having a great coat over his military

dress, he made no attempt to avoid a meeting, and in passing,

the Colonel and the Indians exchanged salutations. In one of

the Indians he recognized Peter, a Mohawk whom he had

formerly seen at Oghkwaga. They did not recognize liim,

however ; but from his manner of speech supposed him to be

a loyalist, and under that impression communicated to him the

fact that their destination was to cut off " the Johnstone settle-

ment," a small Scotch Colony on the eastern shore of the Sus-

quehanna, near Unadilla, or Anaquaqua, as that place was

sometimes called. Having obtained this information, he

chanued his course, and hurrying back to Harpcrsfield, collect-

ed fifteen resolute men, with whom he gave chase to the ma-

rauders. In addition to their arms, the Colonel caused each

man of his little band to provide himself with tvo days' pro-

visions and a rope. In the course of the follov ing night, in

descending the valley of the Charlotte river, they descried the

fire where"the Indians were encamped. Haltinp. for a while to

reiVesh and prepare for the contest, the Colonel and his men

now stole upon the foe with the utmost caution. It was al-

most day-light, and the Indians were in a profound slumber—

their arms being stacked in the middle of their little encamp-

nient. 'I'hese were carefully removed by Harper and his party,

Annals of Trvon County.
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as II measnro of procaution. Tlio moment for action Imvincr
arrived, singling eacli his man, tlio cords were inado ready,
mid every Indian, ere he was well awake, found himself bound
and in the ifrasp of a foe. The sleeping Gulliver was not
more tlioronghly secured by the vexatious nei-work of the
Lilli|)utiaus. IJut Peter and his companions were not secured
by Lilliputian tios, and they had to deal with a dilFerontraceol
men. When it became light in the morning, Peter discovered
his captor. « Ugh !" he exclaimed-" Colonel Harper !-Why
did I not know you yesterday/' The gallant Colonel pro-
ceeded to Albany with his prisoners, and surrendered them to
tlic commanding officer of the station. It was a bold and well-
executed achicvement-and all the better that it was bloodless.

Although, as we have seen. Colonel Harper had parted from
the Indians at Oghkwaga upon the most amicable terms, yet
indications of a different temper were soon afterward manU
fested by this fickle people, of which the movement of Peter,
so opportunely discovered and intercepted, was the first out^
break. Tliay.endanegea, likewise, appeared amonjr thewi in
the course of the Spring, having separated from Guy Johnson,
between whom and himself some di Jiculty had occurred In-
telligence of the chieftain's departure from Canada, and march
across the country to Oghkwaga with a large body of warriors
was received by the Tryou County Committee early in May
from Port Schuyler, and communicated to the Provincia'. Con-
gress by its chairman, Isaac Paris. Not a little additional un-
easiness was also occasioned at the same time by the spirit
discernible among the Tories. Many of those loyalists, who
hud taken their departure the preceding year with Sir John
Johnson, had, nevertheless, left their wives and children in 'he
remote settlements, with whom they were evidently in commu-
,nication; while scouting parties, both of Tories and Indians,
were hovering on the northern outskirts of the county.*
The presence of the crafty chieftain at Oghkwao-a did not

improve the pacific disposition of the natives, as wiU appear in
the sequel

;
although Brant himself had not thus far committed

any ar* of hostility within the province of New-York. The
fact of (lis having borne a part in the battle of the Cedars seems,
moreover, not to have been known in the I\L,.hawk Valley, since

• iMS. documents in the officn of Iho Secretary of SUifr, Albany.
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tlu.y w.«ro y.M uMH-ortniti wIuMIut it wms Ins .fitontion t,» rnisn

till- liati'lict III III"' «-(iiilfsl «)i not.

|{„l tli.'sr muvrl..ii.t...s wm^ noi of lonir .Imalion. In t >..

,„,„„1, „r .Inn.-, I777,tl.ooln,>for ihn Mnl.nwUs ..s.vn. <>. i u

SnM.nrl.mn.u Iron. ()«l.Uwn,m to lI.Mul.lla; att.;.unl l,y

MHM 'niv or ri-lilv of Ins warnors, .nul .r.,nrslr,l an n>t.MVi-w

with tlu' K.-v ^ir. .loln.stono an.l tiio oHio..rs ..f llio nulHia o(

,|,„ „,M^.l,l.o,l.on.l. ll.> s.alnl that tl.o ol.j.rt of Ins visit was

t., nnuMim provisions, of wlii.-l. Ins iM-opl.- w.mv ^rnv.lly m want

\,h1 snrli wrn> llinr nm-ssiiirs, that H poa.-.-ahlr ni.ans w.ml.l

not answer, llu« Italians ninst nl.lain tlaMU l.y lon-v

A.lvantaiio was taU.-n of tl.o int.«rvi.«sv to sonn.l the Hnc'l as

to his inlnr.. intrntions-whoth.-r ho was (or p.-iMv nr lor war

an.l his miswrrs wo... far h-ss .hlii.M.U of soh.lioi. than thr ri.l-

.11,. oftho Sphvnx. llo oomplain.'.! ..Ithr .11 l.rat.nn.t wJn.-h,

ash.. alU..r.-.i; so.no of tho INlohawUs, who ha.l r.-maninl ho-

hind on tl.o Ih-ht of tl.o majority of tl.o n-.-um, l.a.f r. tvnl

a, ,ho ha.i.ls of tl.o ^VI.ilrs. Tl.o Mohawks, 1... sai.l, woro as

frco as tl.o air thov hroatho.l, and woro ,|,.|orn....od t.) ron.a.n

so- and thov oonld not luook it that any of thor hirlhron

should Iv soi/.od and i.njMisonod, as had hoon tl.o oaso at tl.o

l^.stlo t Those, ho .io..iand...l, sl.o..ld ho sot at l.hoi-ty, and snt-

f.Mvd to ro.novo iVo.n tl.o o.M.ntry. In n.-a..! to tho .pi.-stion

of poao. or war, ho said tl... Mol awks wo... always warr.ors-

,1,.;, ;ho,; a;r.o,..nont with tho Kinir was very stron<r, and they

woro not snoh villai.is as to hroak thoir oovo..ant.

'Pho visit oo..ti.in..d two .lavs, .hiriniT wl.i.'h tin..! tl.o Indians

wor.. woU snppliod with provisions, an.l on thoir departure

,,,,nit...dto takoawavso.no live caltlo and sho,.p. Tl..; n'

i.ahita.its, however, scattered and few, at.d q.nto ro..ioto iro.a

nnv eonsidorable sottlomont, no lo.i-or feolin- themselves suio

in tlu
•.• ho,./. "5, s.niirht protection in places of greater socnrity-

pnnoipall' u (".or.-v Vallev, the place of their iirst location,

whence tlKv '> . r.noved a few years before, into tho vale of

the Snsqne{.vjr.-. ? : .no of the scattered settlers in the Una-

diUa recion ilcJ u- th<; German f.r.tts, and others, probably, to

the older towns upc;i the Hudson.

. Tuna.l.lhi was tl>o l.uiiai. name of tl.i. plate, nor docs iho propriety d the al-

•cralii.n appear. .

'

t Probably on suspicion ol'inointaining corrcspomk-nee with tho enemy.
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Tlio Iiirlifiii forrr<N «)f ('(i|iiiiiii llriiiit fontitiiiiii^r to itirrcr....

i«l UxI'I'wiixii, iiidI the imxidly cil" tlin |M!o|»Io Iji-odiiiiii^' Kr«'iil<;r

Willi nvf-ry iTport from tliiit (|mirt«'r, (Jcimnil HrrKitncr' detf-r-

imiii'd to rc|iiii- (imlicr, (unl ohlKiu uii interview, |''(»r tiiis

|iiii|ios(! thi i;. iiiTa! .'i jialchcd u iiK'ssnurcr to tliiit pliu'c, nrid

iiivitiMl ilm cliii.r to nn!(^t him at UiiikIiIIii ttioviii;,' litrwnnl

liiin IHat till! .siiiiiii tiiiin, at tlio lioad of alioiit tlireo hiiiidrrd of
liii- I I milifia, from tin- rcirimi-nls of (^(.I.mh'Ih Cox, Klork,
and Isoiilord, well armed and pntvided. The precise ohjert of
thu (teneral, in stM-Uinir tins interview with Mrani, remams to

tlii.s day morn a mattiir ol (•onjeeliire than of eerlainly. Tho
few .seallered fra;,MnenlM (d' Merkimer'H corres|i()ti(ie;i»X' whieh
have lallen inio th(! hands of the writer, show that it was no
Nuddeti movement

;
hnl, on iIk; <-onlrary, that (JeneraJ .Si;hnyler,

Colonel Van Sehntrk, Colonel Ihirpiff, and others, were eon-
siilted npoti the snhjrict. On the application of Herkimer, (Jo-

lonel Van SciiaicK was detaehed to his assislarici! on the ir»ili

of .Iniie, with OIK! hnndrctd and (illy men, wilii whirh Um-c. ho
repaired to Cherry Vallc^y, hut eonid proceed no farther fhr

waul of provisions. (i(!iieral Schuyler was also to repair
liiilher i:i [lersoii, in the event ol his presence iM'in^r deemed
necessary.

I
Ostensihly, iheexpedilion was one of peace ;t hnt

th« extent of the preparations, and the physical stren{,nh of tlin

oxpedition, imparted an eipiivocal character to the movement'
not more so, liowt!V(!r, than was the coiidnct of |{rant diiriiijf

the whole Spriiiir, since his proceculings wc-rc such as to keep
the minds of the people in a stale of li'verish ('xeilernent and
com^lfss micerfainty. IMms, on the lOili of Jnne, Colonel
Hii

;
I wrote urjrcntly to (it-neral Iferkimor for a supply of

ammunition, in tlio expectation of an immediate hostile irrup-

tion of Brant into the Valley of the Schoharie Kill. On the
13lli, the Cherry Valley Committee wrote to the General a still

• In the Autumn of 1776, thrfio Brigii<liftr.r;,.n(rnls of thn militia wnrn cnmmis-
8ion<Ht l)y ihu Provincial CongrcHu of NfW-York, of whom C.lond Nicholas Iter.
kitner was one. Tho Ilerkinii-r fiimily was one of the first to urtlif; nl thu German
Fiatts, and tho nanr.>, is among those of the original patentecB—not Ilrrkimir, how-
ever, which ia a corruption—but Ergtmort, which was the true German narnc.—£</-
Ur of L. Ford to the author.

t MS. letters of Colonels Van Schaick, Tapper, and othcr», among Gpn. IierKi-
iner'B papers.

I Letter of L. Ford, Esq. to the author.

'**
!^ If.

M f |if 1 •' fi

l4
•hi 1

ki

m

I

5'.



,1- w<

ll t
•'

., Ill

t

iC

182 LIFE OF BRANT. [1777.

more alarming lettei. Brant, according to this statement in

connexion witli some o( tlie loyalists of Unadilla, had marked

u path directly through the forest to iEsopus, by which route

the Tories of Ulster and Orange Counties were to jom his forces

at O.rhkwa-ra; at which place the chief had vaunted that

shorUy he would not fear the approach of three thousand men.*

On the other hand, Major Fonda wrote, on the 19th of June,

that an embassy of chieis and sachems of the Cayuga and

Seneca nations, having repaired to Oghkwaga to remonstrate

with Thaycndanegea agaiust farther hostilities, the latter had

determined to listen to their councils, and withdraw mto the

Cayu-a country. In pursuance of this policy, it was added on

what was esteemed good authority, that the Mohawk chief had

released a prisoner with his own hands, telling the captors that

thev had acted wrong.t

Such was the uncertain condition of things when the expe-

dition under consideration was commenced. Brant and Herki

uu>r had been near neighbors and personal friends, belore the

troubles came on,t and it is possible the General still cherished

a belief that In might yet detach the dusky warrior from the

cause he had embraced, but nevertheless might not be disin-

clined to relinquish. Perhaps he designed nothing more than

to drive liim from his equivocal position. Perhaps^ also, should

oi)portuuity be presented, it was his intention to seize his per-

son But be these suppositions as they may, it will be seen

tiiut there was at least one moment in which he contemplated

a more decisive course.
, „ ,

• .

It was a full week after the arrival of General Herkimer at

Unadilla before Captain Brant made his appearance. He came

to the neiehborhood of the General's encampment, accompanied

by five hundred warriors. Having halted, he dispatched a

1\IS loiter from Snmucl Clyde to General Herkimer.

+ I\is' letter of Major Jelles Fonda, among the Herlumer papers.

I T^ dence of General Herkimer was a short distance below the L.ttle Fall,

of ,hc Mo awW. near the river. His mansion, bnil, of br,ek, .s yet stand.ng

Brant's (U on which he was residing when the Revolutionary storm arose, wa

nea 1 c pp r I.,dian Castle, about three miles below the house of Herk.mer The

f rm lies die tlv upon the rive, and is now very valuable. I v.s.ted the place m

tieAutntn of"l835. No other memorials of its la.t noble possessor rem..ned than

IheX of hL house, and the apple-trees which stood before h.s door. T.e.c were

vigorous, and in full haLim^.—duther.
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runner to General Herkimer, willi a message, desiring to be

informed of ttio object of his visit. General Herkimer replied

that he iiad merely come to see and converse with his brother,

Captain Brant. The quick-witted messenger inquired if all

those raon wished to talk to his chief too ? However, he said

to the General that he would carry his talk back to his chief,

but be charged him that he must not cross the field upon the

margin of which they were standing, and departed. But

an arrangemcMi; was soon made, through the agency of mes-

sengers, i)y wliich a meeting was effected. The scene exhi-

bited at this interview, as related by those who were present

at it, was novel and imposing. The hostile parties were now
encamped within the distance of two miles from each other.

About midway between their encampments, a temporary shed

was erected, sufficiently extensive to allow some two hundred
persons to be seated. By mutual stipulation their arms were
to be left in their respective encampments.* Soon after tlie

adjustment of the preliminaries and the completion of the fix-

tures above mentioned, the chief of the Mohawks himself ap-

peared in the edge of the distant forest, and approached tho

place designated, already in the occupation of Herkimer, some-

what warily, accompanied by Captain Bull, (a Tory,) William
Johnson, (son of Sir William, by Brant's sister Mary,) a subor-

dinate chief of the Moliawks, an Indian woman, and also by
about forty warriors. After some little parleying, a circle was
formed by General Herkimer, into which Brant and the Gene-
ral entered, together with the other Indian chief and two of

Herkimer's officers. After the interchange of a few remarks,

the chieftain, keeping an eagle-eye upon his visitor, inquired

tlie reason of his being thus honored. General Herkimer re-

plied, as he had done to the avant-courier, that he had come to

see him on a friendly visit. "And all these have come or. a
friendly visit, too ?" replied the chief. « All want to see the

poor Indians ; it is very kind," he added, with a sarcastic curl

of the lip. General Herkimer expressed a desire to go forward
to the village, but the chief told him he was quite near enough
Qi.>d that he must not proceed any farther.

The General next endeavored to enter into a conversatior

wr>h the Mohawk touching the difficulties with England, in or

MS. Btateinenl i/Cfdcts collected by L. Ford, Esq.

'f,l.

' l*JI

i,

't

It*,
M V

il'

H>

ifcUi

1 I
' "W

? 1



9^1j};>s!i,*T^-y>^fl6^?^

(.
(' w>

.1 III

•1

\ m

.J^'

181 LIFI". OF BRANT. fl t I I

(lor lo nscortiiiii liis fcclin<rs and intentions. The r.onforenoo now

hrvAiuw. earnest and animated, althon.uh the cliicf at Ih-st gave

llerkiniiM- evasive and oracular answers. To a question, how-

over, put to him directly, ho fmally roj.licd :-" That the In-

"dians were in concert with the Kino;, as their lathers had

" lioon : That the Knv^n holts w(>re yet lodged with them, and

" they could not violate their pledge: Tliat General Horldnior

''and his followers had jomed the Boston people against their

"sovereign: That although the Boston people were resolute,

"yet the'^King would humble them: That General Schuyler

" was very smart on the Indians at the treaty of Gernmn Flatts,*

" hut at the same time was not ahle to afford tiie smallest arti-

" cle of clothing : And linally, that the Indians had formerly

"made war on the white jioople when they were all united;

"and as they were now divided, the Indians were not friglit-

" ened."t

Colonel Cox, wlio was in the suite of General nerkimor,

then madi^ a fi-w remarks, the suhslance of which was, tluU if

such was Iho lixetl determination of the Indians, nothing far-

ther need he said. But his manner, or some of the expressions

uttered hy tlu; (\)lonel, wliich have not been preserved, gave

offence to the chief He was exceedingly irritato/d -,: and by a

signal to the warriors attending him at a short distance, they

ra^i hack to their encampment, and soon altorward appeared

again with their rillcs, several of which were discharged, while

the shrill war-wlioop rang through the forest. Meantime,

however, by explanations or otherwise, the chief was sootlied

and his warriors wore kept at a proper distance, although the

demand of General 1 lorkimer for the surrender of sundry Tories

was peremptorily refused. The conference ended by an agree-

ment between the parties to meet again at 9 o'clock the ioi-

lowing morning. General Herkimer and his forces, forbidden

to adviuice any farther, encamped as before.^

The next morning General Herkimer called one of his most

trusty men aside, Joseph Waggoner by name, for the purpos.;

of communicating to him, in confidence, a matter of groat

importance, respecting which the most profound secrecy was

A.liournr,l to Albany. t Annaln of Tryon County.

I MttnuHciii.1 Btuteincnt of Joseph Wa -oner, in the author's possession.

^ itleiiu
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enjoinod. He then informed Wnor<roner that he had selected
him and thro others to perform a hijrh and important duty, re-
qnn-nig promptness, courage, and decision. His design, the
General said, was to take the lives of Brant and his three at-
tendants, on the renewal of their visit that morning. For this
purpose he should rely upon Waggoner and his three associates
on the arrival of the chief and his friends within the circle as
on the prccedmg day, each to select his man, and, at a concert-
ed s:gnal, shoot them down upon the spot. There is sompthip<r
sore-AV„„g_so rank and foul-in this project of meditated
treachery, that it is difficult to reconcile it with the known
cliaracter of General Herkimer. And yet it is o-iven on the
written authority of Waggoner himself, whose character was
equally n^spectable. The patriotic veteran, in devising such a
scheme, had probably reasoned himself into the be I ief""! hat the
intended victims were only Indians, and that in theemercroncy
of the country, it would be justifiable to do evil that good might
come. It was, however, a most reprehensible scheme -scarce-
ly less defensible than the murder, by Catharine de Mediris, ol
some of the Huguenot chiefs, who were invited to Paris under
the guise of friendship, on the eve of the Bartholomew massa-
ere, and treacherously taken off by poison

; and equal in its
purposed atrocity, though upon a smaller scale, to the subse-
quent treachery of Ali Pacha of Egypt, in regard to the
Mamelukes, whom he caused to be decoyed into thc^strong-hold
of Cairo, and slauglitered. Indian that he was, there \s no
known act of perfidy chargeable upon Brant; and he had met
Herkimer on his own invitation. A betrayal of his confidence,
under those circumstances, would have brought a stain upon
the character of the Provincials, which all the waters of the
Mohawk could not have washed away.

Fortunately, however, the design was not carried into exe-
cution. Whether the wary chieftain entertained any suspi-
cions of foul play, is not known. But, certain it is, that his
precaution and his bearing, when he arrived at Herlcimer's
quarters, were such as to frustrate the purpose. As he entered
the circle, attended as before, he drew himself up with dignity,
and addressed General Herkimer as follows:—"I have five
" hundred warriors with me, armed and ready for battle. You
"are in my power

;
hut us we have been friends and neigh-

*».^i)*
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warriors for lli.it occasion, Acconliiiir to Hiitnstiy, llm iiivitii-

tioii.s l(» this council vvi-rc .scut forlli Ity (iuy Jolmsoii, llic, fti-

diiins hcinjf rcqncslcd- to a;w(«iMlil«i "l(t cut the llcsli .-.iid drink
tlio l)lood of a liostoniiiii." This lan^riKi^jo wus understood
lii,nini(ivcly, howisvor, —tho roastiii^r (,f „„ „x uiid a han(|nct hc-

in^ iiilcndcd.

'V\\t'. coiMicil hiivinjr nssornhhu],* the business was opened hy
th(! llritiNli (.'omnn.ssioner.s, who informed t!ie cliiefs that their

olii(!Cl iti calhnfr the ni(!etiii<r was to en;ra;,'(5 their assistance in

siihduir.n: the rehi'l (.'olonit's, the jicopli. of which had ri.sen np
a-iainsl ih(; ;;-ood Kin-r th(!ir master, and W(!re ahont to roh liini

of a irreat part of his wealth and |)ossession,s. A.s an in(hic(!-

inent to enter tho service, l\n:y were promi.sed an ample; reward.
The chi.ifs iit reply, or rather tho.se of them who were averse
lojonnn^r in the; war, informed the Uritish odicrs of Uh; treaty
of (ierman Flatts and Allmny, in which they hud hound Mmmii-
sclv(!s to lake no |)art in the contest, and the ])arlies to that
compact repealed tlieir (l(!terminati(»ii tn ahide hy ihe treaty, and
not take nj) the iiatchet ajfainst their wliite nei;rhlK)r.s.

The discussions were protracted, nor were the (entreaties of
the Commi.ssioners of any avail airamst the r(!.sohition (»f the
lndian.s to maintain their <^om\ faith, nntil they addr(!s.s('d their
avarice;, " liy tellinjr them that the i«!opl(' of the Colonies wl;re
"lew in nnml)er, and would he easily suhdned

; and ifiat on
" a(T,ounl of their di.sohedience to the iCinfr, tluiy justly merited
"all the puni.shment tliat if was possihle for white; men and
"Indians to indict upon tlietn. The Kitur," they said, "was
"rich and powcjrfid, both in money and ,suhj(;c,ts. His rum
" was as plenty us the water in Lake Ontario, and fiis m(;n as
" uiimerous as the sand.s U|)ou Its shore; and the Indians w(;re
"assured, that if tliey would assist in the war, and persevere

Tl.,. only account of this {rro'it Indian council, (furthrr tlinn the mcro gtalnrnfnt
thut s.ich .1 council WHB h.^ld,) which th« n.itl.nr h,i« been nhic to .liscovrr, in thril
Kiven in the life of Mary Jemi.«on, a while wonuin, wl,o, hein;; taken cptive near
I'ltlshurRh in IT-IS, when n child, aHer her piirci!t3 were killed, was fiiisod hy Ihe
Indmna, and became in fact on., of thetn, in every thirijr bnt her birth and complex-
ion. Sh.) inairi( (1 an Indian, anu "ived to a very advanced age, and died among
them. She was present at this coimdl ; and from the fact that the truth of other
porlions of her interesting narrative it, HUHtiiined by olhnr anthoriticH, hn statement
may be received as substantially correct. The lif.; of this remarkable woman, who
died hut a few years ..incc;, was published by James O, Bcinis, of Canandaigua-
There will be scverni o'lHsions of refcrritHr tn it. tiercaftur.
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..in their friendship ft.r the King --^'^ ^'^'^
^^^^^H^,

.. never want for goods or money."* Overcome by heir p..

sc^h ^i^ortunUies, and by more direct and V^V^^;^
tr senses, in a rich display of tawdry articles caleu d

o Dle.se their fa.icies. the Indians proved recreant to tht.r

!^i

'
;d fa h to the Colonies, and conclndod a treaty of alh.nce

VUh G eat Ihitaiu-binding then.selves to take np the hatcho

;:;l'uirrebels, ^ continue in his Majesty's service untU

'h:Z^:^7i. treaty, each Indian was presented with^

.•o clothe, a brass kettle,t a gun, a to-alnvw an scaU.^

knife a quantity of ammunition, a piece of gold, and the pro

e'of a bomity upon every scalp they sliould bnn^ m.

.^Thus ri hly cUJanS equipped, the Indians returned to then-

» respective homes, after an absence of about two weeks, tul

» of tlie fire of war, and anxious to encounter their (new-made)

"
i;;:::nhat day THayendanegea was the -knowledg^ eluef

nf flic Six Nations, and he soon became one of the mast, i

i o thritley forces employed by Groat Br-ta^n >" -
t P nnts to recover the Mohawk Valley, and to annoy the other

^^n^ of what then constituted the Novth-westevn frontier.

;"
e in the conduct of a campaign or of a scout.ng-pav y

in the pitched battle or the foray, this crafty and daiintle.

l^L sure to be one of the most enicent, asju. wa

\ «r thP brivest of those who were engaged. Combuung

wi hi a IV ha'dihood and sagacity of his race the adva..

Tages of education and of civilized life,-in -q-nn. w^^^^^^^^^^^^^

hnd lost nothincr of his activity o" his power of endurance lu."
'rr™^. formidable border fee "Uh w,,o™ ,e . ro™,-

e.,s „.a .0 CO..-;.
»;fJ-

--
::: :;r:'r:ia;':J;. i.

TIk mnvemcnts weie ai uii>-^ ^^ °^^
~ ,

* Life of Mary Jemison, written in 1823 ^^

t The brass kettles received at Oswogo >y thj

J
' (^^

^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^^_ ^^ ^^^^

longed.l on the occasion mentioned in the text, wen y

as 1823.
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iVom tlie snirii-pacinc iiitercourso miiiiitaincd with him for scle-

ral wtM.'ks louircrr, tlie fact was not then certainly known. Tlio

settlctnent of Cherry Valley was commenced in 1739 ; and in

conseqntMice of some threatened Indian troubles, a detachment

of troops liad been stationed there as early as 1703. But no

military works were erected, and the breaking out of tiie war

of the Revolution found the place defenceless, Wliile Hrant

was collecting his warriors at Oghkwaga, however, tlie inha-

bitants bethought themselves of the necessity of defences, lint

not having the means to undertake tlio erection of any formid-

able work, the house of Colonel Sanuiel Campbell was selected

as the largest, strongest, and most eligibly situated for military

purposes. A rude embankment of logs and eartli was thrown

up around this building, so extended hi its dimensions as like-

wise to include two largo barns. These buildings were all

strengthened, and provided with doors and window-shutters

bullet-proof Small block-houses were also erected within

thc! enclosure ; and to this place, in moments of peril and alarm,

the inhabitants fled for protectiotL Martial law was proclaim-

ed, and no persons were allowed either to enter or leave the

settlement witliout permission.

Toward the close of May, and soon after these precautionary

measures had been executed. Brant conceived the idea of

makinof a descent upon the settlement, for the purpose of either

killing, or making captive, the principal inhabitants, especially

the vio-ilant members of the Conmiittee. It has been stateu in

a former piige, that among the precautionary measures adopted

the preceding year, the exempts from military duty had orga-

nized themselves into a volunteer company. The martial fever

of course descended from sire to son ; and as the population

had been considerably augmented by the arrival of distant set-

tlers for safety, a goodly number of boys were collected, who

formed a corps of cadets, with no better armor than wooden

swords and guns. These j'.ivonile soldiers happened to be

parading upon the esplanade in front of Colonel Campbell's

house at the very hour, one bright sunny morning, when

Brant and his party of warriors, who had secretly arrived from

Oghkwaga, were reconnoitering the post under shelter of a

tangled thicket skirting the brow of a hill about a mile distant.

His vision being somewhat obstructed by the intercepting
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sl.rubtery, the chief mistook the lads for bom file «>M,«n

Ob™ rviZ the sembhrnce of .. fortilleatio,. l«.loro descr.hed

?;:: Brant „,ovcd his party to a -"vement T <,,yM| «

near llie road leadinst to the Moliawli river, and ihori. lay m
"

b,I for the ,n.rpose of ob-aimng sr.eh in.ormat."--

ehauce to c„,„e in his way ^^^X::C:::Zl
chief av ensconced hennnl a large folk,

, , .. „,-
'

1 n'Mu-ar li.e ed,e of a cU(T, overhang n^ a rocky gen ot

. orhnndred a.id lifty feet deep. This chasm ^vas shaded l.y

.over e ns, and the whole scene was shadowy and ahunst

.dark e^^u at nnd-day. The wildness of the phu-.e was ni-

. "^ed\"the dashing of a rnountain-torrent into the g oon.y

u .bvss cal ed, by the Indians, the falls of Tekaharawa.'

rcha ed/that on the morning of that day L.nut..nant

Klook's rcnment of militia was to march to then dtluice on

he fol ow n^ day. It was toward evening that L.out. ^^ orm-

^ t H d on his retnrn to the Mohawk, accompa.ned by

r;t::He dJs^^ches, named Pe.er Sit. As he mount^

v^ Wse in the village, lie threw down his portmanteau, re-

"Z^ZX nee« not . ^t. ^- -dd re,,,.

'''V'° nTdZr: "t, nrXcJored velve,, wb,ch at-

„„d r,chly dressed '" »
„ j ,„,,„,. ,,cr^„ns

. tc i, " of hoofs died away npon their ears, before a d,scbarse

Annals of Tryon County.
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nltorwiiril iippoiircil, (Iiat (\s Wormwood and Silz npproaclicd

tlu! rut^U, Ihcy wcm Imiled, hut instoiid of unswi'riinj, tliey put

spins to tlioir liorsijs mid ciiduavored to pass. Hoiiijr firt-d upon,

LieutcMuuit VVoruuvood fell wounded, as did the horse of Sitz.

The Indians rushed fortli from their an»l)uscade, and Silz was
made prisoner ; while the {Gallant oflicer was scalped hy IJrant'f

own hand. Tlie chief is said to have lamented the death of

this youn<r man. They wore not only acquaintances, but

friends
; and he had been fired upon under the supposition that

lie was an ofliccir of the (continental army.* The despatches

carried by Sitz were double, and it was fortunate that he had
suflicient presence of mind to destroy the genuine, and deliver

the delusive papcirs to his savas^e captors. Deceived thereby

as to the real strenj^'th at Cherry Valley, Hrant retired without

committinji; any farther act of hostility. Colonel Klock arrived

at Cherry Valley on the following' morninif, accompanied by
the afflicted father of the slaujrhtered oflicer, who was mourned
and wept hy all who knew hiin.

AnotlKir <;oincident event, forrninjy an appropriate conclusion

to the present ehapler, was the tragic death of the great Shitwa-

nise chief, CuniNlnc/c, with his gallant son, Eltinipsico ; both of

whom will I)(! rememberiHl as among the brave Indian leaders

at the battle of the Kanhawa, the last action of the Cresap war,

in 1774; and both of whom were now as basely murdered by

white men, as were the family of liOgan. The circuinstaiiees

attending this foul transaction were these :— Cornstock, after the

defeat of his warriors at Point Pleasant, and his subsequent treaty

of peace with Lord Dunmore, had become sincerely and truly

the friend of the Colonies ; and while the Indians of the North-

west, generally, wore prcparingtotakeup arms with the English,

he exerted himself to the utmost to prevent his own nation from

any participation in the contest. But the influence of the Rri-

tish agents, and the exainpleof the surrounding Indian nations,

were so powerful upon the minds of the Shawanese, that Corn-

stock perceived his pacific efforts were likely to prove futile.

Thus circiimstan»!ed, he repaired to the fort which had been

erected at Point Pleasant after the battle of the Kanhawa. to

lay the matter before the offlcer in command—Capliiiu Ai

* Annalu of Tryon County.
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buckle—and take his advice. He was accompanied on this

mission by a young Delaware chief named Redhawk who lind

also fought by his side in the Cresap war. llavit'g niar.e a full

developeuient of the state of Indian afliiirs in the Nortli-wost,

and frankly aduiitted that, from the causes already indiciilcd,

he should be unable to prevent the Shawancse from taking up

the hatchet in the cause of the Crown, the commander of the

fort deemed it expedient to detain the old chief, witli his Dela-

ware companion, as hostages for the good conduct of their

people. Nor did they remain imwillingly—little anticipating

the fate that awaited them— and giving all the information re-

specting the Indians and their country, that could be desired by

the Americans.

Uneasy at the protracted absence of his father, Ellinipsico,

his sou, went ui pursuit, and traced him to the fort, where they

liad an affectionate meeting. Unfortunately, the day after the

arrival of the young warrior at Point Pleasant, two wiiite .-ou

having crossed the Kunhawa on a hunting expedition, were

fired upon by some straggling Indians, and one of them, whoso

name was Gilmore, was killed. The other escaped. No sooner

was the event of Gilmore's death known, than the cry of rc-

veno-e was raised, and a party of ruffians assembled, under the

command of a Captain Hall—not to pursue and punish the

perpetrators of the murder—but to fall upon the friendly and

peaceable Indians in the fort. Arming themselves, and coclc'iig

their rifles, they proceeded directly to the little garrison, moniic-

ino" death to any or all who should oppose their nefarious de-

signs. Some friend of the hostage-chiefs attempted to apprise

them in advance of the approaching danger ; but the savage

mob were probably too close upon the heels of the messenger

to allow of their escape. At the sound of the clamor without,

Ellinipsico is said to have been somewhat agitiucd. Not so the

veteran Cornstock. He had too often grappled with death on

the war-path to fear his approaches now. Perceiving the emo-

tion of his son, he calmly observed :
—

" My son, the Great

" Spirit has seen Jit that we should die together, and has sent

" yon to that end. It is his will, and let us snbmitJ^ The

infuriated mob had now gained the apartment of the victims;

Cornstock fell, perforated with seven bullets, and died without

a stru-Jale. The son, after the exhortation of his father, mot
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lis fato with compu..„ro, and was shot on the scat upon which
ho was s.ttincr. Rod-hawk, the young Ddawrao, died with
less fortitude. Ho hid himself away, but was discovered and
slam. Another friendly Indian, in the fort at the time, was
likewise killed, and his body manjrled by the barbarians in amanner that would have disgraced savages of any other com-
plexion. " Thus," says an Indian Chronicler,* "perished the
' mighty Cornstock, sachem of the SImwanese, and king ol
theNorth.ern confederacy, in 1774-a chief remarkable formany great and good qualities. He was disposed to be at all
times the friend of white men, as he wr.s ever the advocate

•of honorable peace. But when his country's wrongs sum-
moned him to the battle, he became the thunderbolt of war

' and made his enemies feel the weight of his arm. His noble
> bearing, his generous and disinterested attachment to the
Colonies, his anxiety tc preserve the frontier of Virginia from

" desolation and death, all conspired to win for him the esteem
" and respec^t of others

;
while the untimely and perfidious man-

ner of hn, death caused a deep and lasting feeling of recrrot
pervad. the bosoms, even of those who were enemies" to

his nation, and excited the just indignation of all toward his"inhuman murderers."

It argues a sad deficiency of military discipline, that such a
foul transaction could have occurred at any regularly establish-
ed post. The command of Arbuckle, however, must have
been small, inasmuch as he was not only opposed to the com-
mission of the outrage, but sallied forth, in company with ano-
other captain, named Stuart, for the purpose of interceptino- the
ruffians, and preventing the execution of their purpose "liut
all remonstrance was vain. The enraged assailants, pale and
qmvering with fury, presented their rifles to the breasts of Jhoso
officers, threatening them with instant death if they stood in
their way. It has been said that Cornstock felt a presentiment
of Ins death on the morning of its occurrence. A council had
been summoned for the consideration of some business of im
portance, connected, probably, with Indian affairs, since the old
chief bore a part m the deliberations. In the course of one ot
Ins speeches delivered on that occasion, he said, with emphasis,

15 • Withers's Indian Chronicles, as quoted by Drake.
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totlie council :—" W/ii'ii I was ijoimir, every tune I went In

" war, I thoiiirht it lilcely that I might return no more ; but

" / .still lived ; I am now in your hands ;
you may kill mr if

" you choose. I can die hut once, and it is (dike to me vhe-

»' thcr I die now or at another time."*

Tliu Indiim biognipliy of our country supplies but few addi-

tioudl facts concerning tlu; life of tins bnivo and just man. JIo

had a son, known among tlu; whites as The Wolf, whoso namo

was somowhat conspicuously associated with the earlier events

of the Revolution. The Wolf, with three others, was a hostage

at Williamsburgh, Virginia, at the time of I^ord Duninore's em-

barkation on board of the llritish lleet. After the escape of his

Lordship, he solicited and obtained an interview with The

Wolf and his associates on board of his ship
;
during which he

explained to them the causes of his tliglit, and urged them to

flee also, as the only means of escaping the fury of the revolu-

tionists. Adopting this counsel, they took to the woods on re-

turning to the shore. The night following came >.n excessive-

ly dark. One of The Wolf's companions separated from his

fellows, and was lost. The others soon afterward returned to

Williamsburgh. where they were well received by the inhabit-

tants. What farther befel The Wolf, or the house of Cornstock,

is not known.

• Doddridge's Indian Wars, pp. 2.^8—240.
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inov(MVi('nls in New Jorsoy wore riiio-tnntical to prrploxity, was

to (;o-()|)frati; in an oliort to ri! snbjnirato New Miifrland. 'Die

British govcnnmnit it.sel'', as it is beliovod, contributt-d to iho

distractions of Con^jross and tbo American conunander, by

causini,^ reports to be circulated tliat Boston was to be the next

point of attack. Arthnr L(!e, l)ein<i; then in Bordeaux, was

thus confidentially advised, and lie lost no time in conimnni-

catinir such supposed intention to the Secret Committee of

Coiiijress, who in turn jjave the like information to the Coin-

niander-in-cliief, and also to the Leirislature of Massachusetts.

The consequence of these distractions was unfortunate for

the Americans. Less attention was paid to ])reparations (or

the defence of the North than otherwise would have been <,nven :

while IMassachusetts, a])preliending- that all her streug'th would

be required for her own defence, set about raising troops for

her own protection, at the expense of the main army, from

whii'h its quota of recruits was withheld.*

Before the close ol June, however, the designs of the enemy

in regard to the North became obvious. A person from Cana-

da, arn!sted as a spy, and brought before General Scbuyler,

stated on his examination, " that the British forces were ap-

" proaching St. Johns, and were to advance through Lake

" (^hamplain under General Burgoyne ; and also that adetach-

'= nient of British troops, Canadians and Indians, was to peiie-

" tratc tiie country by the way of Oswego and the Valley of the

'• IMohawk. He added many particulars, respecting the strength

" and arrangements of the British army, which turned out in

"tlieendto be nearly accurate, but of wliicli no int(!lligence

" had liefore been obtained, or by many anticipated."t

The movements of General Howe were still equivocal, even

after Burgoyne had commenced his descent upon the North

—

thus adding to the embarrassments of Washington. And in

ord<'r th(; more certainly to mislead the American commander

as to his real intentions, General Howe wrote a feigned des-

patch to Burgoyne, on the subject of ascending the Hudson to

join him, the bearer of which fell purposely into the hands of

the Americans, while pretending to bo on liis way to Canada.

Unable, therefore, to determine whether such might not be his

• LftttcM of Washinaton, during the months of May, June, and July, 1777.

t Sparks—Note in Life and Cor. of Washington, vol. iv.



•^fron. ,„,spi,,- „^ „^ whether o,t r1
^^'1 T'

''^'^^•'"""^ ^^'"'

•- the purpose o Ifo vr/o n^ '' '

U •",
'"'""^' '' ""«'^^ ""^

tl.enco .strike at Philadeh hi-fT
'" '''' ^^''-sapeake and

polled to re.nain n fve v wl l'

^7''"'" ^''"^'-' ^-^ ^o'"-

tl- '''^^''lands-_wiH.ou
I r n

"^^"^''^^' '"''^ ^'^'^'^^''^ *"

oi- troops ,0 the ass 'Xe o g^ : r 'f"'! "">^ '^^^^ "-^-
i",^ the Northern Depannu ,^ A

"^"'^^''' '^'^" ^«"^'^""d-

'-i e.nbarkcd his r^sand ^1^ ,T"
''^'^^'^ ^''^"^'•"' ""^-«

J'avin,M.vacnated.W w ^'"''r'l'^"^^"
'"Sandy Hook-

ton was still mtl^^Z"^ ",'°" of .T"ne*-Washing.

to retura with the tide ri T;n tho"^
'^' '" '"'^ '"^^"'^-

Such, however, was «; part h 'p
o'r?;

'" the ni.ht.f

'"''"d'T. Mis destination n. .
^ ^ ""^ "'"'•^'' corn-

was the Chesap^t d' mZ:U^ ''' "T' "^ ^^^^-^'-'^'

ofthecan^pai,^ indicted. e^^^^^^
was so farsuccessh.l tliat J '

!^''^''V''
'''''"'''

'^'''''f'''^'-.

forces of General Vs.; ,0 col'"
'' "'^"''^"^ ^^^'^ ''-

-'iendin,atGeraK.ntJ^^ r'Snerrr::? T
^""'^^^^"^

and estahlished hin-seifm, the "
, m ^fv !

^'"''''''°"
°^i'", UK, capital of Pennsylvania.

* It is a picnsing cvidoticu of ih,. soiin.l r,.i; ;

-as « nan b..|iover in „.o imm..,ii t.> i 1,S IT''
"^ ^-'-g««n, tl.at he •

-Mtroll,,., the «,rairs of „.e„. I h L ,'
"f

"' ^™''''"""'-' '" '"^-""S ""d

"'" »<''''«"«l.cl..nent. Thu, in r,.^ T
^/''^"l'"'<--o, and his readinrss l„ make

ral Plow., he says .-.. T e ev c „1 „ "f

"'" ""'"" ''^"'" ^'^" ^--y '-y Gene
.-k of P.ovid.nce. as .he iX ^ J:^

"' ^•"^ »'."" ^--^ -o h:a;.,Z
v-t.,ofhaya,.d,rain,tho

latter of «;;::,;^ "'^ '-
ll'o ^ame fate with n.any farm-houses hid th,.

P'-"''a'"l"y l.»ve undergone

ora pr..™nc,.rted ph.n with Gen. HoHe? at t

'"' ' ' '' '" -n-q-nce
l-y P'.shmg his whole force up the North RIvp.

" '° ''"-"P'^'""-' "itJ. him

-nceandimmediate,y„tJHihfa;,.!:rr;^^^
Congress, July 2. Again, in several «„n.„ ^

"^ »^«A,„^/o« to the Prendent of
G;-ral Howe's army^romSatrLanmh""''' ""^ ""^ ''""-'^"'-n ^V
-I-.-1. he was kept h/ihe shiftinrma ^;e^oft^TV''i '*''""' ^'^^'^''^ '"
wrote-.. I cannot give you an v crrtTnT . /^ "• ^" "'« 22d of July he
-<i..ct ispuzzlingtnd U^S^^^Z^^^'"'' "'T-'^

'"'-^'-^- Hia
I g"t. At one time the ships are standL! . \

'" "'''' "'" '"'^""a'ions which
;vl..lo they are goin, up the'souL an Tn Z P'"

/'"' ^"' ""'"^^
'

'" « "»'«

ginia on U.e 23d of July.
"""

'

^ ""' **"'' "'^"""y ^'^^''^'i lor the Capes of Vjr.

...I '

J

rfl

«

: i

.I

'A

i' , U
1

f

^'



«;

, ,i: i:

, II i;

,*'-

I*

..«?(

(411 '

K:

198 LIFE OP BUANT. [1777.

Hut a fur dilTorcnt fortune attended the arms of Biirffoyne.

Tlu' ri'irulur troops of his coininaud, Entrlish and German,

auioniiti'd to uhove seven thousand men, added to whieh were

lari,^o nmnhers of American and Canadian loyaUsts, top;ether

witli many hnn(h-ed Indians ; a species of force, which, it has

been held l)y Ikitish historians, Sir Gny Carlcton was rehictiuit

to employ, while Gtnieral IJurcroyne, it has been allejred, enter-

tained no such scruples. It has ever been claimed as a virtue

on the part of Carleton, and carried to the credit of his hu-

manity, tliat, rather than employ the Indians, he submitted to

tlie injustice of having the command of this expedition, pro-

perly helon^iiuir to him, conferred upon an officer who was not

entitled to Ic-ad the enterprise. It is perhaps true, from his

more intimiite knowledire of the Indian character, that lie had

forin(>d such an estimate of their services as to render him

somewhat less smifruine than others as to their value. His ex

peri(!nce could not but have taught him the extent of their

inutility in war, the capricionsness of their character, their iu-

tractahleuess and inconstancy. He must have known that

their ideas of war were totally different from those of civilized

nations; by reason of which, notwithstanding their ferocity,

and the incredible examples of passive valor which they some-

times afford in cases adapted to their own opinions, they were

nevertliehiss utterly regardless of, and looked with contempt

npor., those belli'jerent usages which are considered as honora-

ble, gi'iierous, and fair in the modern service of civilized men.

IIo could not have been ignorant of the fact, that the object

and design of most of the wars in which the Indians engage,

are not so nmch to conquer by manly and open battle, as to

murder and destroy after their own peculiar fashion. In one

word, that accomplished officer very well knew the services of

the Indians to be uncertain ; their rapacity to be insatiable

;

their faith at all times doubtful ; and their action cruel to bar-

barity. Still, as we have already shown beyond contradiction,

ho was among the first to court the alliance and obtain the ser-

vices of Hrant and his Mohawks, on their descent to Montreal

m 1775. The commendations, therefore, that have been be-

stowed upon Sir Guy Carlfton upon this subject, at the expense

of Burgoyne, were as undeserved by the one as unjust toward

the olhur. Ti'ue, the march of Burgoyne was tracked with
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with heavy artillory. These lower works were sustained and

covered by a battery, about half-way up the side of the moun-

tain, and were connected by a bridge across the inlet, which had

been constructed at great labor and expense.* These, and

other works of defence, had been judged sufficient to render

the post secure. The Commander-in-chief himself, although

indeed the works had not fallen under his own inspection, had

formed a very erroneous opinion of their strength, or perhaps,

to speak more correctly, ->f tlie natural advantages of the posi-

tion, and of the defensibility of the works.f Such, in fact, was

his coniidence in the post, that tiie idea of its loss seems from

his correspondence scarce to have entered his mind.

But in all their labors, the American engineers had overlooked

the high peak, or mountain, called Sugar Hill, situated soutli

of the'bridgc, on the poiut of land at the confluence of the

waters of Lakes George and Champlain. Originally it had

been supposed, and taken for granted, that the crest of Sugar

Hii! was not only inaccessible, but too distant to be of any

uvail in covering tlie main fortress. This opinion was an er-

ror, to which the attention of the officers had been called the

preceding year by Colonel John Trumbull, then Adjutant-

General for the Northern Department. When Colonel Trum-

hull made the suggestion, he was laughed at by the mess
;
but

he soon proved the greater accuracy of his own vision, by

ihrowuig a cannon shot to the summit; and subsequently

clambered up to the top, accompanied by Colonels Wayne and

Arnold.! It was a criminal neglect, on the part of the Ameri-

cans, that the oversight was not at once corrected, by the con-

struction of a work upon that point, which would have com-

manded the whole post.

London Universal Ma^azinfi, April, 1792.

t
"

I am pleased to find, hv your letter to Congreas, that a strong supply of pro-

visions has been thrown into Ticondeioga. Since that is the case, I see no reason

for apprthendin" that it can possibly fail into the hands of the enemy in a short time,

fven were ih.^y To bring their whole force to a point ; but if they have divided il to

make tl.e different attacks that you mention, General St. Clair will, in all probahil ',

have an opportunity of acting on the defensive; and should he not be quite success-

ful, ho may damage them so considerably, that they will not be able to attack him m

his works ; to whicli, I daresay, he will always secure a retreat in case of accident.'

Ldltr of IVashin'^ton to General Schwjlcr, July 2, 1777.

+ GonvorsnUnns of tiie author witii Colonel John Trumbull, and also his unpub-

Iwhed memoirs, to wliich tlie author has hud access.
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General Burgoyne arrived at Crown Point on the 21st of

ral w![, n to f.""' ^"""''"'^ '^"^ '"^"^>^' ""^^^ ^'"''ior Gene

0? M^un Hono rrrT '' '" ^^^^ advantageous postot Mount Hope, which, besides commanding their lines in idangerous degree, totally cut off their corSmuni a "^
^thLake George. The only excuse for such an early Ido,rnem of t.s important point, was found in the fa:! fatt^^^^^^^^^^^

St. Clair had not force enough to man all his defencesOne of the first objects thac attracted the attention of theBritish commander, was the unoccupied point of Sugar Hill iwas for h with examined, and its advantages were found to be sogreat, hat imn^d.ate dispositions were made for its occupa^fonA winding road was cut to Us summit, a battery comnened*
and cannon to serve it transported thither. Under these cir
cumstances, finding himself invested on all sides, and batteriesready to be opened upon him not only from around, but Ibo

"
and having, moreover, not half troops enough to man i.iswork7-
St Clair hastily convened a council of war on the 5th of Julv

^'utn"t'TT
''"' """'^'"^^"^ly decided upon as the only

alternative for the emergency.* ^

* "The evacuation of Ticonderocra and Mount T.wl»,,-.„j

.™.v i,.d b.™ .nive^a;:::'.:i'ii!.?: it';;rj*"";"? '="•'
by the public. The eves of thp n»tl„„ . ^ ^"" **' * d'stuiice os
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Following- up such a promising advantage, the British com-

mander puslicd forward upon the retiring army, with such a

deca-ee of vigor that the retreat became almost a rout. The

Americans, however, made a stand between Siienesborough and

Fort Anne in a well-contested battle ; but after much luird

fi.rhtin'T, were again compelled to retreat. Another engagement

ensued" at Fort Anne, with a like result; and the victorious

Briton entered the valley of the Hudson, and took possession of

Fort Edward, which, weak and unprovided, had likewise been

evacuated on his approach by General Schuyler.

These movements by the British commander had been made

with equal vigor and celerity; and such was the confnsioi, of

tlie Americans in their flight, that no advices of the disaster

were forwarded by express to General Schuyler, to prepare Inm

for the approach of the victors. Indeed, that officer was suf-

fered to remain several days without intelligence from St. Clair

of any description, excepting some vague flying rumors of tl.e

evacuation.* During this suspense, General Schuyler wrote to

the Commander-in-chief upon the subject, who, in turn, ex-

pressed his amazement at the mystery which seemed to hang

over the affairs of the fortress. At one moment Washington

was led to believe that St. Clair and the whole garrison liad

been made prisoners, and at another that the rumor of the

evacuation was wholly untrue ;
and that the silence, for which

it baffled conjecture to account, arose from the circumstaiico

that the Americans were shut up in their works.t But this

doubt did not continue long. Notwithstanding that the advance

of the enemy was repulsed at Fort Anne, Colonel I-ong, who

was in command of that post, immediately evacuated it, con-

trary to the express orders of General Schuyler ;
and Schuyler

"surprise," so keenly felt by the Commiindpr-in-cliicf at tlie loss of tliis imparliuit

post, his strong sense of justice interposed to shield the unfortunate con,n.an.!,;r

from condemnation unheard. He wrote to General Schuyler on the ISth of .T.ily,

that General St. Clair owed it to liimself to insist upon an opportunity of giving \m

reasons for evacuatina Ticonderoga, but he at the same time said—"I will not con-

demn, or even pass censure upon, an otncer unheard." Time, iiowevcr, proved tiiat

he had acted the part of a judicious and skilliil ollicer; but the excitement of the

moment was po p,reat, caused by cliagrin on the one hand and alarm on the other,

that all eyes wore blind, and all cars deaf, to the true reasons of the case, and even to

the piilliating circumstances."— S/)firfcs',s Life of Gnnvtrneur jVorrh.

* Litter froir. G.-su-rnl Schuyler to General Washmglon, .Tuly 9, 1777.

i Letter from General Washington m reply.
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himself at the head of only fifteen hundred men at Fort Ed-ward, "w.thout provision, with little ammunition, not above

any-and the country m the deepest consternation "• wn.obhged also to fall bade in the directfon of Albany The bo"va a severe one
;
but the Comn>ander-in-chief po s sTed Toul equal to every crisis. No undue elevation of spiT followed h.s suecosses

;
neither did the clouds of adverseTr uneso frequently darkening the prosnect of thp a

'

»:c .n™ i„,„ ,e.p„„den=y, TS. 1^ „cte™i™?
H°T """'""' '"' "'"'^ ""'"' =-"-. forl-ielt

Nothing:, however, could exceed the terror wh,Vh fV.
events diffused amon.. the inhabitants no ny'fNort^trnNew-York, but of the New England slates. rleolZn"
t.ou was, moreover, increased by the reported murde s nd he"c.-ueIt,esof thesavages-since all the eJtsof Genera Bur" oyetod,ssuadethem from the perpetration of their cruel eno mideswere meffectual. Restrain them he could not ; and i" wa ndmuted by the Bntish writers of that day, that the frtndrof the"Royal cause, as well as its enemies, were equally victims to

BdLh"or"'""'' T-'-
'^"^^ ^"^" ^^^-^--d that theBr.t,sh officers were deceived by their treacherous allies, intothe purchase of the scalps of their own comrades

Mit"r^ t'n '"'''T'
"^""'^^>^' '^' well-known murder otM.SS Jane M-Crea, which happened in the early part of hocampaign, filled the public mind with horror. E've'rcim^

stance of tins unnatural and bloody transaction-around whi^h
there hngers a melancholy interest to this day-served toheighten alike its interest and its enormitv. Many have beente versions of this bloody tale. General Gates'^ who h Sut this juncture been most unjustly directed to supersede Gene.

• Letter of Schuyler to Washin<Tton.

exigency of the times "-T.nrllf ^ ,
'

"^ P^"Po"">n ""f •H^Hs to theo cy tlie times. -Letter of Washtngton to General Schuyler, July 15, 1777.
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ral Sclinylcr in the command of the Northern Department,

assailed General Biirgoyne in the newspapers with great viru-

lence upon the subject of these outrages. After charging the

British commander with encouraging the murder of prisoners,

and tlie massacre of women and children, by paying tiie In-

dians a stipulated price for scalps, Gates, in a letter addressed

to General Burgoyne, thus spoke of the case now specially un-

der consideration :~" Miss M'Crea, a young lady, lovely to the

" sight, of virtuous character and amiable disposition, engaged

"to an officer of your army, was, with other women and chil-

" dren, taken out of a house near Fort Edward, carried into the

" woods, and there scalped and mangled in the most horrid

" manner. Two parents, with their six children, were treated

"with the same inhumanity, while quietly resting in their own
" happy and peaceful dwelling. The miserable fate of Miss

" M'Crea was particularly aggravated, by being dressed to re-

" ceivc her promised husband ; but met her murderer, employed

" by you. Upward of one hundred men, women, and children,

*' have perished by the hands of the ruffians to whom, it is as-

« serted, you have paid the price of blood."

General Burgoyne replied, and repelled with indignation the

charge of encouraging, in any respect, the outrages of the In

dians. He asserted tliat from the first he had refused to pay

for scalps, and had so informed the Indians at their council.

The only rewards he gave them were for prisoners brought in,

and by the adoption of this course lie hoped to encoura<re a

more humane mode of warfare on their part. In this letter

Burgoyne said :
—" I would not be conscious of the acts you

" presume to impute to me, for the wliole continent of America,

" though the wealth of worlds was in its bowels and a paradise

" upon its surfixce."* In regard to the hapless fate of Miss

M'Crea, General Burgoyne remarked :
—" Her fall wanted not

" the trao-ic display you have labored to give it, to make it as

" sincerely abhorred and lamented by me as it can be by the

While these pages are passing throujh the press, the author has fiillen upon a

letter written from iMoiitrtul, and published in the Rememhrancer for 1777, in which

it was ftuted that a p:irly of the Indians had returned to Montreal in a high state of

dissatisfaction, because of tlie severity of Burgoyne's discipline toward thrm, and

his refusal to tolerate ihcir mode of warfare, or pay them their aceusfomi-d bounty

for scaljis. It was further stated that they waited upon Sir Guy Carleton with their

complaints—liking their old " Father " much better than their new.
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" teiulorost of hor frioiuls T-i.^ „„»
'•• Imritv f >M ,

"^ '''^' '^'''^ "" premecJitnted bar-

"disputed which shonm h^;
«^^'«'^^»«« to hor person,

1
o. m o,u, from whose hands she was snatched, the un!JJ.ippy wonjaii hccnme the virtim TTn^^ .i « •

"orthis<"v..Mf I ,11- ,
,^'""^- Upon the first inteiliirence

" nto ^r '. f "'" ^"^''-^"^ »« deliver the murderer.to'"y'''.»ds, and though to have punished himI

"ta u,or„ 0^ i" \' ?,?""" »»'l"->'"--P'o<i,w„„ld

"mis(|ji,.p, I.
' °" ««™l"'n, lo prcvenl similar

,t u/„ ;: r;f','r'°r:
""'""''• ^"" '"'"'"^'™-

-r ,„ r>
''""")' "' 'lie Indians, is false.'"

of
"

c! llTr'"''"
''°"'"'''" '"'""°'' •» """"^ 'he tos,

w», a ..uJ;;;;irersteiuscrtrrr™,c,„« w„l, li„r,„i,„e. Anxious ,„ possess hiSf™ ,tbrul
1,0 despatched a small pa,,y „f .[i..^, ,„ fc^

'„
fer l^'he B.,„sl, camp. Her fan.ily and friends were s,ro,Hv

U

C orT ";""*•' """/'"" "" ^^"'; '"• "" '.ffec'ion ovi

norsebaolt. Tho family resided at the village of Port Edwnrdfcm whence they had „„. proceeded more" than halfISbefore her co„d„eto,s stopped to drink at a spring. Meanttoohe nnpattent lover, who deserved not heren,braee°forconrdir
he pro eetton to sttch hands, instead of going hitnself had des°pa ohed a second party of Indians upon the s"a,ne err nd The"nchans n,c, „, ,|,o spring ; and before the march was resumed
II oy were attacked by a party of the Provincials, At the oToseof e sbrmtsh the body of Miss M^Crea was found amongZslain-tomahawked, scalped, and tied to a pine tree, yet srand-

• Vi.l, M.r,l,.lr,Lif.orw.shmslon, Vol. 1. jlpp„„Ji,.
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in^ by the side of the spring, as a monument of the bloody trann-

action. The name of the young la ly is inscribed on the tree

the trunk of which is thickly scarred with the bullets it received

in the skirmish. It also bears the date 1777. " Tradition re-

«< ports that the Indians divided the scalp, and that each parly

« carried half of it to the agonized lover.'" The ascerta.i.CMl

cause of her murder was this. The promised reward for bring-

ino- her in safety to her betrothed, was a barrel of rum. 1 ho

chiefs of the two parties sent for her by Mr. Jones, quarrelled

respectiner the anticipated compensation. Each claimed il
;

and, in a moment of passion, to end the controversy, one of thorn

struck her down with his hatchet.

The tale was sufficiently painful according to the simple

facts of the case, and its recital produced a thrill of horror

wherever it came-enlarcred and embellished, as it was sure to

be in its progress, by every writer who could add to the elo-

quence of thenarrative or the pathos of its catastrophe.

As the invader advanced, the inhabitants fled in the wildest

consternation. The horrors of war, however mitigated by the

laws and usages of civilization, are at all times sufTicu'iitly

terrific
• but Avhen to these the fierce cruelties of a cloud of

savao-es -. ouperadded, those only who have been familiar with

an American border warfare can form an adequate opinion

of its atrocities. Among the fugitives driven from their

peaceful abodes on the present occasion, was Mrs. Ann IMm

Bleecker, a lady who has been somewhat celebrated as one

of the early poets of our country. She was the daughter ot

Mr Brandt Schuyler of the city of New-York, and the wife

of John J. Bleecker, Esq., of New Rochelle, whose enterprise,

to.rother with his lady's love for the wild sceneiy of the fmosf,

hS induced him to exchange a residence among the busy

haunts of men for a solitary plantation in the vale of the 1 on.-

hanic-a mountain stream flowing into the Hoosic river about

twenty miles from Albany. Mr. Bleecker's residence lay di-

rectly in the march of Burgoyne, on whose approach he

hastened to Albany to provide accommodations for his family.

But a few hours after his departure, Mrs. Bleecker, as she sat at

. sniimaa's Tour from Hartford toauebec. Vide, also, Marshall, Gordon, and

Others.
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t>l.It. received intellijrence tliat the enemy, with tomahawk and
brand, was withni two miles of her residence. Instant flight
was the only alternutire. Taking one of her children in her
arms and seizmg the other by the hand, she started off on foot,
attended only by a yonngmnlatto girl, and leaving her house
and all its contents a prey to the Indians. The roads were en-
cumbered by carriages, loaded with women and children, each
intent upon \vs or her own safety

; so that no assistance could be
obtained, and her only recourse was to mingle in the fncritive
tiirong, and participate in the common panic and common dis-
tress, llaving travelled about five miles on foot, however, she
succeeded in obtaining a seat for the children in a wa^rcon
which served to facilitate her march. On the followin.^
morning she was met oy her husband, who conducted her tl
Albany, and from thence down the Hudson as far as Red Hook
one of her children dying by the way.»

'

Amid this scene of desolation and affright, there was yet
one woman whose proud spirit was undaunted. It was the
lady of General Schuyler. The General's country-seat was
upon his estate in Saratoga, standing upon the margin of the
river. On the approach of Burgoyne, Mrs. Schuyler went up
to Saratoga, in order to remove their furniture. Her carriage
was attended by only a single armed man on horseback. When
within two miles of her house, she encountered a crowd of
pamc-stricken people, who recited to her the tragic fate of Miss
M'Crea, and representing to her the danger or proceedino-
farther m the face of the enemy, urged her to return. She had
yet to pass through a dense forest, within which even then
some ol the savage troops might be lurking for prey But to
these prudential councils she would not listen. « The Gene
ral's wife," she exclaimed, « must not be afraid !" And pushino-
lorward, she accomplished her purpose.!

"^

Before the mansion was evacuated, however, the General

• The facts of this incident in the life of Mrs. Bleecker are taken frorffKettoII'-
J.ograph,oal sketches of American poet. The me.oirs of M s R wl^;;:!
her poems were pub ished n,any years ago, but I have sought in vainZtZtbraries and the Biecckers to obtain a copy.-^„/Aor.

"

t I have derived this incident, and also that respectins the General wluch fol.lows m tlie text, fm,n Mrs Jame- Corhran of O.w i,

^" ™' '^""''' ""•

A 1. ^„ .

•'•s««-„ v^ocnran ol Uswes;; who was the voun^sBt
daughterofGeneral Schuyler.—^uMor.

"le youngest
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himself hnd a narrow escape from assassination by tho hand of

u savage, who had insinnatcd himself into the house fbr that

purposl It was at the hour of bed-time, in the eveninpr, ni»d

while the General wns preparing to retire for the nijjht, that a

female servant, in coming in from the hall, saw a gleam of litilit

reflected from the blade of a knife, in the hand of some i)erson

whose dark outline she discerned behind the door. The ser-

vant was a black slave, who had sufficient presence of mind

not to appear to have made the discovery. Passing directly

through the door into the apartment where the General was

yet standing near the fire-place, with an air of unconcern she

pretended to arrange such articles as vere disposed upon the

mantel-piece, while in an-undertone she informed her master of

her discovery, and said, aloud, « I will call the guard." The

General instantly seized his arms, while t'^e faithful servant hur-

ried out by another door into a long hall, upon the floor of which

lay a loose board which creaked beneath the tread. By the noise

she made in trampling rapidly upon the board, the Indian—for

such he proved—was led to suppose that the Philistines were

upon him in numbers, sprang from his concealment and fled.

He was pursued, however, by the guard md a few friendly In-

dians attached to the person of General Scliuyler, overtaken, and

made prisoner. Exasperated at his treac!iery,the fri<'ndly In-

dians were resolved to put him to death, and it was nith much

difficulty that they were diverted from their purpos( by the Ge-

neral.

The effect of the incidents we have been detailing, and other

recitals of savage cruelties, not all, as General Burgoyne re-

presented, without foundation,was extensive and powerful. The

cry of vengeance was universal , and a spirit was aroused

which proved of speedy and great advantage to the American

arms.

I
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CHAPTER X.

<•' »iT..inmi era,,. I-An„, ,7i^
I"" -'Iif 1«" m.iwn-nim,,™,?,

-'«• -t)i, jtihtiictiors li* til- kiHl ' ''
,

.-i«*t& and character of Gentfii I !,-r).,,I,,
" " ^

'Ml
Co?fTE3vrpoKANEovsLY with 'J.o dpSCOflt <v. :

IVortl,ern New-Ybrk, Colon,l Barrv St. Le^ur had l^ -

Patched from Mo„treal,by,theway<,f the St. Umeue. ^adi.nu^ O.itano,^to Oswego, there to form a juncMou with the fa-ma«s a«d loyalists uucjer Sir Jnhu John^ui m.d Captain Brant.
I K Oswego, St Leger was to penetrate by the way of Oneida

&>r:uujg a jtmction fr..« ihat c.recthn with i..;,. ,.... o,, his
arr^vt^ m Aloany. Tiie alarm «T*.r> where feit on thenpproach
of ^mgnymi^m the North, was greatly incmnscU nl Trvor

by the Indians and loyiuj^a from the W->j.* Th^' m-n-.. •

.f^'movem^,^ fi,<« brought to the ioh.imai.ls h, .. ...,4a
hal -breed sach«ra named Thorim, Speucer. who caraoth-n-

:S,^:'^^ ^ff"
^^^*^^^' -"'^^^^ ^« '^ad g^ne a. a secret

emissary t. ,,utaui lufor.mtioa. S|mncer ,stftted that ho hadbe^a p,c«et;t at a coancH held at the Indiar, castle of Cas^.men-

S:,.", ':

.t ; r^ "^^'^"^ P^^'^^^"^-' A^^'^''-^'^"^ ^- Thomas'srcL.., . .olond Glaus strongly urged the Indians to join iaU^e eKpe^on into ^.e Moha vk Yal!,y by tho Western ap!
P each

;
toa«hng of the siren, .h of the army under Bti^.oynlWL, u go,ie a , ,M T- onderoga, and the number rf In'aiau« ,vuu them, and befor.. whom he assured them Ticond

J

roga would fall. " Yes." said Colonel Claus, " Txc'der^a ^

' " "Up.n..te«Jcnf in Canaau, „r been appointed a Deputy.
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CHAPTER X.

orTut^Tw^fi ^^"^'^ approach -Camion and plan of his march-DiTrv

Bloody upon Zh sil '

,

fjl-ef of Gans.voorf-Bnttle of Oriskany-

Wat?iLD'^"aS'ction T.t ^'T'^ f Captuin Gardenier-Miijor

Death and character of , ._, ^X::S ""'^ '"''"'' ""^ ^°'°'"'' ^^"''^"'-

Contemporaneously with the descent of huigoyne upon
JSor hern ^e^v York, Colonel Barry St. Le^er had been des-
patched from Montreal, by the way of the St. Lawrence and
Lake Ontario, to Oswego, there to form a junction with the In-
dians and loyalists under Sir John Johnson and Captain Brant.
From Osjego, St. Leger was to penetrate by the way of Oneida
Lake and Wood Creek to the Mohawk river, with a view of
lornung a junction from that direction with Burgoyne on his
arrival m Albany. The alarm everywhere felt on the approach
of Burgoyne from the North, was greatly increased in Tryon
County on receiving intelligence of the contemplated invasion
by the Indians and loyalists from the West. The news of this
movement was first brought to the inhabitants by an Oneida
half-breed sachem named Thomas Spencer, who came there-
with direct from Canada, whither he had gone a.s a secret
emissary to obtain information. Spencer stated that he had
been present at a council held at the Indian castle of Cassassen-
ny, at which Colonel Glaus presided.' According to Thomas's
relation, Colonel Claus strongly urged the Indians to join in
the expedition into the Mohawk Valley by the Western ap-
proach

;
boasting of the strength of the army under Burgoyne

which had gone against Ticonderoga, and the number'of In-
dians with them, and before whom he assured them Ticonde-
roga would fall. « Yes," said Colonel Claus, « Ticonderoga is

' •• '^^^ ^"""'" '="H""'t<=nacn^ 1.' Canada, or been appointed a Deputy.
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«' mine. This is true : you mny depend on it, and not one gun

"shall be fired." Singularly enough, though improbable at

the time, the prediction, as we have seen, was literally fulfilled.

*' The same," added the superintendent, " is true of Fort Schuy-

«' le . I am sure the when I come before that fort, and the

« commanding ofiicer shall see me, he also will not fire a shot,

" but will surrender the fort to me." The Oneida sachem

farther informed the people that Sir John Johnson and Colonel

Claus were then at Oswego with their families, with seven

hundred Indians and four hundred regular troops. There

were also six hundred Tories on one of the islands above Os-

wegatchie preparing to join them ;
and Colonel Bntler was to

arrive at Oswego on the 14th of July from Niagara, to hold a

council with the Six Nations, to all of whom he would offer

the hatchet to join them and strike the Americans.* Thomas

thereupon concluded his communication in the following

speech :

—

" Brothers : Now is your time to awake, and not to sleep

longer ; or, on the contrary, it shall go with Fort Schuyler as

it went already with Ticonderoga.

" Brothers : I therefore desire you to be spirited, and to

encourage one another to march on to the assistance of Fort

Schuyler. Come up, and show yourselves as men, to defend

and save your country before it is too late. Despatch your-

selves to clear the brush about the fort, and send a party to cut

trees in the Wood Creek to stop up the same.

" Brothers : If you don't come soon, without delay, to as

oist this place, we cannot stay much longer on your side
;

for

if you leave this fort without succor, and the enemy shall get

possession thereof, we shall suffer like you in your settlements,

and shall he destroyed with you. We are suspicious that your

enemies have engaged the Indians, and endeavor daily yet to

strike and fight against you ; and General Schuyler refuses al-

ways that we shall take up arms in the country's behalf

'Brothers: I can assure you, that as sooii as Butler's

speech at Oswego shall be over, they intend to march down the

country immediately to Albany. You may judge yourselves

* Referring, doubtless, to the Grand Council, of which an account is pvcn in

chapter ViU.
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that If you don't try to resist, we shall be obliged to join them
or fly from our Castles, as we cannot hinder them alone. We
the good friends of the country, are of opinion, that if more
force appears at Fort Schuyler, the enemy will not move from
Oswego to invade these frontiers. You may depend on it we
are willing to help you if you will do some efforts too."
The counsel of the faithful Oneida was neither early enough,

nor was it seconded with sufficient promptitude on the part^of
the inhabitants. Indeed, it must be confessed, that, as the storm
of war rolled onward, gathering at once from different direc-
tions, and threatening daily to break upon them with increas-
ing fury, many of the yec uen who had hitherto borne them-
selves nobly, began.. to fauer. A spirit of disaflection had also
been more widely diffused among the settlements than could
have been supposed from the previous patriotic conduct of the
people, while treason lurked in many places where least sus-
pected. Upon this subject, and with special raference to the
popular feeling and conduct in Tryon County, John Jay, then
sitting in the State Convention at Kingston, addressed the fol-
lowing letter to Gouverneur Morris, a member of the Council
of Safety, who was at that time with General Schuyler in the
North :—

John Jay to Gouverneur Morris.

" Kingston, July 2lst, 1777.
" Dear Morris,

" The situation of Tryon County is both shameful and
alarming. Such abjert dejection and despondency, as mark
the letters we have received from thence, disgrace human na-
ture. God knows what to do wiih, or for them. Were they
alone interested in their fate, I should be for leaving their cart
in the slough till tliey would put their shoulders to "the ;"heel.
"Schuyler has his enemies here, and they use these things

to his disadvantage. Suspicions of his [laving been privy to
the evacuation of Ticonderoga spread wide

; and twenty little

circumstances, which perhaps are false, are trumped up to give
color to the conjecture.* We could wish that your letters mtght

• Uelerence has already been made, in the t.>xt, to tlie injustice done toward Genp-
rnl Sulmyler during this memorable yoar. There vas probably no oificer in tlie
•urvicc, the Commttiider-i(>.chief alone excepted, who was considered by the enemy

i, . :i'i

. : %



#

l.i, I. .1

c:1

212 LIFE OP BRANT. [17 / /.

contain paragraphs for the public. We are silent because we

have nothing to say ;
and the people suspect the worst because

we say nothing. Their curiosity must be constantly gratified,

or they will be uneasy. Indeed, I do not wonder at their im-

patience, the late Northern events having been such as to have

occasioned alarm and suspicion. I have not leisure to add

any thing more, than that I am, very sincerely, yours, <fcc.

" John Jay."

As early as the 10th of April, Colonel Roliert Van Rensselaer

wrote to a friend, that the Chairman of the County Committee

had applied to him for the assistance of his militia, to quell an

insurrection of the loyalists in Ballston ;
but such was the con-

dition of his own regiment, that he was obliged to decline the

request. The spirit of disaffection had become so prevalent

among his men, that numbers of them had taken the oath of

secrecy and allegiance to Great Britain. However, he added

that sevei^teen of the villains had been arrested by the vigilance

of the officers, and were tlien in confinement ; and a hope was

indulged of being able to detect the whole.* Early in the fol-

lowing month tlie residue of the Roman Catholic Scotch set-

tlers in the neighborhood of Johnstown ran off to Canada, to-

gether with some of the loyalist Germans—all headed by two

men named M'Donald, who had been permitted by General

Schuyler to visit their families. The fact that the wives and

no great an obstacle to the success of their arms. A narrow gectinnal prejudice ex-

iste°l against him in New EnL'hind. The fiiihire of the Canadian rampaign had

hven most wronafnliv attribiiled to iiim in 177G, and with fqiial injustice ihe fail

of TiconderoHa was now ctinroed to his remissness by his own countrymen. The

Oiiemy were not slow to avail themselves of these prejudices and groundless impu-

tations, and tlirough the agency of the Tories, the most artful and insidious meafs

were employed to destroy the public confidence in his integrity and capacity. The

flame of suspicion was fanned by them until it became general, and was openly

avowed. Committees, towns, and districts, assembled, and passed resolves express-

ing their distrust in him, and both Congress and the Provincial Legislature of New-

York were addressed upon the subject. Genera! Schuyler, tnan whom there was

not a truer patriot, nor a more eurnest or active in the public seivice, was well

aware of these movments. To a Committee of the Provincial Congress, who had

formally communicated the charges to him, he returned an answer worthy of a bravo

and magnanimous soldier. Tiio character of this answer will bo understood from

this single sentence :—"We must bear with the caprice, jealousy, and envy of our

misguided friends, and pity them."

* MS. documents in tiic Department of State, Albany.
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families of the absconding loyalists were holding communica-
tion with them, and administering to their subsistence on the out-
skirts of the settlements, had suggested their arrest, and removal
to a place of safety, to the number of four hundred-a measure
that was approved by General Herkimer and his officers'
Alarmmg reports of various descriptions were continually in
circulation, and the inhabitants were harassed beyond mea-
sure by the necessity of performing frequent tours of military
duty-actmg as scouts and reconnoitring parties ; and stand-
ing, some 01 them, as sentinels around their fields, while others
did the labor. No neighborhood felt secure, and all were ap-
prehensive that the whole country would be ravaged by the
Ind.ans

;
while parlies of the disaffected were continually steal-

ing away to augment the ranks of tlie enemy. Thus circum-
stanced, and at the very moment when they were called upon to
remtorce Fort Schuyler, the Committees both of Palatine and
Schoharie, feeling that they were not strong enough even for
sell-defence, were calling upon the Council of Safety at Albany
to send additional forces for their protection. Mr. Paris wrote
repeatedly upon the subject. The Schoharie Committee, on the
17th of July, wrote very frankly, that "the late advantacres
"gamed by the enemy had such an effect, that many who had
"been counted as friends of the State were drawino- back
"Our situation," he added, "is deplorable-exceptiircr those
" who have sought protection from the enemy. We lire en
« tirely open to the Indians and Tories, whom we expect every
" hour to come upon us. Part of our militia are at Fort Ed-
" ward

;
and of the {ew that are here, many are unwillino- to

"take up arras to defend themselves, as they are unable to
"stand against so many enemies. Therefore if your honors
"do not grant us immediate relief to the amount of about five
" hundred men, we must either fall a prey to the enem^r, or take
"protection also."t On the 18th of July, General Schuyler
wrote to the Hon. Pierre Van Courtlandt, from Saratoga, and
again on the 21st from Fort Edward, to the same effect

'
« I am

"exceedingly chagrined," he says, "at the pusillanimous spirit
which prevails in the County of Tryon. I apprehend much
of It is to be attributed to the infidelity of the leading persons
MS. .iocments in the Department of State, Albanv-Lottor of Isaac PhHs.

r MS. correspondence oflhe Provincial Congress-Secretary's ofRoe, 4|l,Bnv.
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" oftimt quarter." " If I had one thousand regular troops, in ad-

"dition to those now above and on the inarch, 1 should ven-

«<ture to keep only every tliird man of the militia, and would

" send them down." " The substance of Colonel Harper's in-

" form.ation had been transmitted about a month ago. In con-

" sequence whereof, I sent Colonel Van Scha.ck into Tryon

« County with as many troops as I could collect. After the

«' improper agreement made by General Herkimer ,• these troops

"were marched back; but as soon as I was informed of the

"maich, I ordered them to remain in Tryon County, where

« they are still, and I have sent up Colonel Wesson's regiment

« to reinforce them. But if I may be allowed to judge of the

« temper of General Herkimer and the Committee of Tryor

« County, from their letters to me, nothing will satisfy them un

" less I march the whole army into that quarter. With defer

«' ence to the better judgment of the Council of Safety, I cannot

«by any means think it prudent to bring on an open rupture

« with the savages at the present time. The inhabitants ot

" Tryon County are already too nmch inclined to lay down their

" arms, and take whatever terms the enemy may please to af-

«(brd them. Half the militia from this (Tryon) County,

« and the neighboring State of Massachusetts, we have been

"under the necesity of dismissing ; but the whole should go."

" I enclose you the proceedings of a council of General officers,

« held at this place on the 20th instant. You will perceive

" that we have been driven to the necessity of allowing some

" of the militia to return to their plantations. The remainder

«• have promised to remain three weeks longer—that is to say,

« unless they choose to return sooner, which will doubtless be

" the case, and for wliich they have many reasons." t

The complaints of General Schuyler were not without just

foundation, as the reader has already seen. Indeed, both regu-

lars and militia iu Tryon County, seemed for the moment to

have lost all the high qualities of soldiers or citizens. Of two

hundred militiamen ordered to muster and join the garrison of

Fort Schuyler, only a part obeyed ; while two companies ot

reo-ular troops, receiving the like orders, entered upon the ser-

vice with great reluctance, and not without urging various ex-

Probably refuriiiig to llie interview between Herkimer and Brant at Uiiadilla.

•t MS. Cor, Council ot Safety- Secretary 'a office, Albany.
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cnsos-co.nplainin- that service in scouting parties had nnlittod
thoiM for garrison duty.* Under circumstances of such dis-
couracrement, it was a time of peculiar trial to the officers and
Committees of Safety. Tryon Countv had early espoused the
cause of freo<]om, and apparently with greater unanimity than
any other county in the State

; and the extensive defection, or
crnnmal apathy, which we have just been contemplating, was
altogether unexpected. But a crisis was approaching, which
uocessily soon obliged them to meet. Accordingly, on the 17th
o July, General Herkimer issued a patriotic proclamation to
the uihabitants of the county, announcing the gathering of
the ene.ny nt Oswego, "Christians and Savages,"^ to the num-
ber of two thousand strong, with the intention of invadincr the
frontier, and calling upon the people en masse, to be ready at amoments warning to repair to the field, with arms and accou-
trements, on the approach of the enemy. Those in health, from
10 to (30 years of age, were designated for actual service ; while
those above «0 years of age, or invalids, were directed to arm
for the defence of the women and children at whatever place
they might be gathered in for safety. Concerning the disaffected
and those who might refuse to obey the orders, it was directed
in the proclamation that they should be arrested, their arms se-
cured, and themselves placed under guard to join the main
body. All tlie members of the Committee, and all those who
by reason of having formerly held commissions, had become ex'
empts from service, were invited to repair to the rendezvous
and aid in repulsing the foe :

" not doubting that the Almi^htv
Power, upon our humble prayers, and sincere trust in Him

« will then graciously succour our arms in battle for our iust
" cause, and victory cannot fail on our side."
The Oneida Indians, who were sincerely disposed to favor

the cause of the United Slates, but who, pursuant to the hu-
mane policy of Congress and the advice of General Schuyler
had determined to preserve their neutrality, beheld the ap-
proaching invasion from Oswego with no small degree of ap-
prehension. The course they had marked out for themselves
as they were well aware, was viewed with displeasure by thei^
Mohawk brethren, while the other members of their confedera-

Aiiuals of Tryon County.
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cy were obviously inclinod to side with tlieir " Uncle."* Liv-

iujf, moreover, in the immediate neighborhood of FortSchuy.

ler, where St. Leger's first blow must bo struck, tliey were no»

a little troubled ii" the prospect of what might ha})pcn to them-

selves. The watchful Thomas Spencer, therefore, dcspntduV

the following letter to the Committee on the 2yth of July

which was received on the 30th :

—

" At a meeting of the chiefs, they tell me that there is but

four days remaining of the time set for the king's troops to

come to Fort Schuyler, and they think it likely they will be

here sooner.

" The chiefs desire the commanding officers at Fort Schtiy-

ler not to make a Ticondcroga of it ; but they hope you will tie

courageous.
" They desire General Schuyler may have this with speeii,

and send a good army here ; ti.ere is nothing to do at New-

York ; we think there is men to be spared—we expect the rond

is stopped to the inhabitants by a party through the woods

;

we shall be surrounded as soon as they come. This may be

our last advice, as these soldiers are part of those that are to

iiold a treaty. Send this to the Committee—as soon as they

receive it, let the miUtia rise up and come to Fort Schuyler.

" To-morrow we are a-going to the Three Rivers t to the

treaty. We expect to meet the warriors, and when we como

there and declare we are for peact;, we expect to be used with

indifference and sent away.

» Let all the troops that come to Fort Schuyler take care ou

their march, as there is a party of Indians to stop the road be-

low the fort, about 80 or 100. We hear they are to brir.g their

cannon up Fish Creek. We hear there is 1000 going to meet

the enemy. We advise not—the army is too large for so few

men ^o defend the Fort—we send a belt of S rows to confirm tlie

truth of what we say.

« li looks likely to me the troops are near—hope all friends

to linenv. and that love their families, will not be backward,

but exeri themselves ; as one resolute blow would secure tho

In the Six Nations, the Mohawks—the head tribe—were colled "Unde," Th.'.

Oneidas were " the elder brother," &c.
^

t The junction of the Oneida, Seneca, and Oswego river»-not " Three Uivori.

in Canada.
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friendsl.ip of the Six Nations, and almost free this part of tho
country from the incursions of the enemy."*
The certainty tfiat the invaders v/ere thus approachintr, the

earnestness of the appeals of the Committee to the patriotism of
the people, the influence of the ;irocIamation of the German
General, who was a much better man than officer, save on'v in
the single attribute of courage ; and, above all, the positive
existence of a common danger from which there was no es-
cape

;
were circumstances, together, not without their effect

And although the eleventh hour had arrived, yet the militia
and all upon whom the call to arms had been made, now began
to move with a degree of alacrity and an exhibition of spirit
that went far to atone for the unpatriotic, if not craven, symp.
toms already noticed.

Meantime, having completed his organization at Oswego,
General St. Leger commenced his march upon Fort Schuyler,'
moving by the route already indicated, though with great cir'
cumspcction. The name of this place of rendezvous has al-
ready recurred more than once, or twice, in the preceding
pages. Its position was important, and it had been a place of
renown in the earlier wars of the Colony. The river bearin<r
the same name, which here pours Northwardly into Lake On-
tario, is the outlet both of the Oneida and Seneca rivers, through
which, and their tributary streams, it is connected with the
Cham of small lakes bearing the names of Oneida, Cazenovia,
Skaneateles, Owa^co, Cayuga, Seneca, and Canandaigna. Its
estuary, of course, forms the natural opening into the rich
district of .country surrounding those lakes, which, down
to the period of the present history, contained the principal
towns of four of the Pive Nations of Indians. During the
wars between the French and Five Nations, Oswego wis re-
peatedly occupied by the armies of the former. It^was here
that Count Frontenac landed, on his invasion of tlio Onondao-a
country in 1692, at which time, or subsequently, a considera-
ble military work was erected on the western side of the river.
During the \ -ar with France, which was closed in America by
the conquest of Canada, it was in the occupancy of the Provin-

MS. letter among tho papers of General Ganscvoort. Thomas Spencer was a
blacksmith, who ha^ ro.id-! ainon'^ lh<. r.-,y„2a=, and was gfc:::!y bciovcd bv tile
rndians.-£,e«er/,om General ScliuyUr to Colonel Dayton—Gansevoort papers'

t

k
V

f

1

;*T»laHBH

' •

'. *•

. Hi

^.

4*'



'1.4.
f

«4l

*

» !'

:'ti:

„. 1

218 MFE OF BRANT. [1777.

cials and English. Tho expodiiion dostincd to descend the

St. l.ii'.vrenco upon Montreal, wius tissemhlcd at this point in

1759, after the tull of Niagara, under General Shirley and Sir

William Johnson. The army was encamped here sevnrnl

weeks, and finally l)roke up without attempting its main ohject

—owin?, as Sir William Johnson intimates in his private

diary, to a want of energy on the part of Shirley. After the

full of Quebec and Mon'^eal into the hands of the English, u

hattalion of tlio 55th regiment was stationed at Oswego, under

Major Duncan, a brother of the naval hero of Cainperdown.

A new and far more formidable work was constructtid upon the

Eastern or North-eastern promontory, formed by the embouchure

of the river into the lake. The new position was far better

chosen for a fortress than the old ; and, ultimately, before the

Britons were dispossessed of it by the Americans, it became a

work of somewhat formidable strength and dimensions. The

uation is one of the most beautiful that can bo imagined

;

id during the two or three years in which Major Duncan was

in command, by the cultivation of a large garden, the laying

out and improving of a bowling-green and other pk&.Mic-

gronnds, it was rendered a little paradise in the wildernes.:.*

All told, the army of St. Leger consisted of seventeen luHi-

dred men—Indians included. These latter were led by Thj\~

endanegea. The order of their march, as beautifully drawn

and colored, was subsequently taken, with the escritoire of the

commanding General, and will be found on the subsequent

page, accurately copied and engraved. The advance of the

main body, it will be seen, was formed of Indians, marchmg in

five Indian columns ;
that is, in single files, at large distances

from each other, and four hundred and sixty paces in front of tiie

line. From these columns of Indians, files were stretched at «

distance often paces from each other, forming a line of con.,

munication with the advanced guard of the line, which was

one hundred paces in front of the column. The right and loft

flanks were covered by Indians at one hundred paces, forming

likewise lines of communication with the main body. The

Kino-'s reo-imcnt moved from the left by Indian file, while the

34th" moved in the same order from the right. The reai-guard

• S...- Mrs. Gmnl's d..-li;;'.-irul book—" Memoirs of an Aircrican Luily," chap-

ters xliv. to xlvii. intlaivi'.
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was formed of reoiilar troops ,
while the advance guard, com

posed of sixty marksmen, detached from Sir John Johnson's

lewiment of Royal Greens, was led by Sir John's brother-in-law.

Captain Watts. Each corps was likewise directed to have ten

chosen marksmen in different parts of its line, in case of at-

tack, to be pushed forward to any given point as circumscances

might require.*

From these extraordinary precautions, it may well be inferred

that General St. Leger, who probably acted much under the

advice of Sir John Johnson and the refugee Provincials, who

must have been best acquainted with the country and the cha-

racter of the enemy they were going to encounter, was not a

little apprehensive of an attack by surprise while on his march.

In addition to the arranjgements already indicated, a detach-

ment from the 8th regiment, with a few^ Indians, was sent a

day or more in advance, under the command of Lieutenanf

Bird. This officer pushed forward with spirit, but was some-

what annoyed by the insubordination and independent action

of his allies. The following extracts from his private diary t

will not only disclo.se his own embarrassments, but illustrate

the character of Indian warriors acting in concert with regular

troops :

—

« Tuesday, 28th July, 1777.—After going two miles, and no

savages coming up, waited two hours for them. Sixteen Sent;-

cas arriving, proceeded to the Three Rivers t—waited there

two hours—seventy or eighty Messes..ugues coming up, I pro-

posed moving forward. They had stolen two oxen from tlie

drove of the army, and would not advance, but stayed to feast.

I advanced without Indians seven miles farther—in all nine-

teen miles. Posted four sentinels all night from a sergeant's

guard of twelve m^ .—relieved every hour—visited every hall

hour. All fires put out at 9 o'clock.

« Wednesday- -Set off next morning at six, having v/aited

for the savages till that time, though none arrived. Ordered

the boats to keep seventy rods behind each other—half the men

keeping their arms in the' hands, while the other half rowed.

Ordered, on any of the boats l-'.^g fired upon, that the men

• MS, (lirtclions found among the capttirod papers of St. Legcr.

t MS. Diary ofLt. Henry Riril, captured from Gen. St. Leger by Col. Gansevor,rt.

t The junction of the Oneida, t;i;necB. am^ awego rivers.
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should jump ashore. The rest to support them with all expe-
dition. Rovve.1 all night. Encamped at Nine Mile Point.

, " Thursday, July 30.—With twenty-seven Senegas and
nme Messesaugues joined Mr. Hair's party.* Many savag(;s he-
insr with us, proceeded to Wood Creek, a march of "fifteen
nines.

" JFVtrfay.—The savages hinted an intention to send parties
to Fort Stanwix, hut to proceed in a body no farther. I called
a council of (he chiefs—told them I had orders to approach
near the fort— that if they would accompany me, 1 should be
content

;
but if they would not go, I should take the white peo-

ple under my command, and proceed myself. The Messesau-
gues said they would go with me. The Senecas said I had
promised to be advised by their chiefs—that it was their way
to proceed with caution. I answered, that I meant only as to
fighting in the bush, but that I had commimicated my inten-
tions to them in the former camp, of preventing them [the
.\mericaris meaning] from stopping the crcek.t and investing
their fort. But since I had promised to be advised by them*,
I would take it so far as to wait till next rnoruing—and would
then certainly march by daybreak. After some counselling,
they seemed pleased with what I had said, and said they would
send out large scouts to prepare the way. Accordingly eight-
teen or twenty set off this evening."

On the 2d of August, however, Bird wrote back to his Gene-
ral that no savages would advance with him except Henriques,
a Mohawk, and one other of the Six Nations, an old acquaint-
ance of his. The letter continues :—" Those two. Sir, I hope
" to have the honor to present to you. A savage, who goes by
" the name of Commodore Bradley, was the chief c^use of their
' not advancing to-day. Twelve Messesaugi;os came up two
" or three hours after my departure. Those, with the scout of
" fifteen I had the honor to mention to you in my last, are suf-
"licient to invest Fort Stanwix. if you favor me so fat as not
" 10 order to the contrary.;

St. Leger received this letter on the same day, at Nine

* Lieut Hair—afterward killed.

t General Schuyler had directed the commanding officer of Fori Stanwix to ol>'

struct the navigation of Wood Creek by felling trees therein.

{ MS. of the original letter, among tho Gaiiscvoort papers.
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Mile Point, whence he immediately despatched the following

reply :

—

Genekal St. Leger to Lieut. Bird.

« Nine Mile Point, Aug. 2, 1777.

"Sir,

"I this instant received your letter containing the account

of your operations since you were detached, which I with great

plea? i'C tell you have heen sensible and spirited
;
your resolti-

tiou of investing Fort Stanwix is perfectly right ; and to ena-

ble you to do it with greater effect, 1 have detached Joseph

[Thaycndanegca] and his corps of Indians to reinforce you.

You will observe that I will have nothing but an investiture

made ; and in case the enemy, observing the discretion and

judgtnoiu with which it is made, should offer to capitulate, you

are'to tell them that you are sure I am well disposed to listen

to them : this is not to Uike any honor out of a yonng soldier's

hands, but by the presence of the troops to prevent the barba-

rity and carnage which will ever obtain where Indians make

so superior a part of a detachment ; I shall move from hence

at eleven o'clock, and be early in the afternoon at the entrance

of the creek,

«' I am, Sir, your most obt. and humble ser't.

•'Barry St. Leger."

« Lieut. Bird, 8th regHP"

The investment of the fort was made by Lieut. Bird forth-

with—Brant arriving to his assistance at the same time.

But the result of the siege that followed proved that the Britibh

commander had grievously miscalculated the spirit of the garri-

son of Fort Stanwix, in his anticipations of a speedy capitulation.

Still, his prudential order, the object of which was to prevent

nn unnecessary sacrifice of life at the hands of his Indian allies,

:alcnlatine, of course, upon an easy victory, was not the less

commendable on that account.

The situation of Fort Stanwix itself—or rather Fort Schny-

'er, as it must now be called—next demands attention. At the

'.eginning of the year, as 'jve have already seen, the post was

• MH. of the original letter, amont the Gansevoort papers.—Vide, also, Camp-

i>fXV» AuiuJfi.
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commanded by Colonel Elmore of the State service. The
term of that oflicer fcxpirins? in April, Colonel Peter Gansevoort,
also of the State tvoops, was designated as Colonel Elmore's
successor, by an order from General Gates, dated the 20th ot
that moiith. Notvvthstanding thQ labors of Colonel Drayton,
iii repairing the works, the preceding year, Colonel Gansevoort
found them in such s state of dilapidation, that they were not
only indefensible, but untena])le. A brisk correspondence
ensued between that olJicer and General Schuyler upoii the
subject, from which it k manifest that, to say nothing of the
miserable condition of his defences, kiUi the prospect of an in-

vasion from the West before him, his situation was in other
rcsp^icts sufficiently deplorable. He had but a small number
of men, and many of those were sick by reason of destitution."

Added to all which was the responsibility of the Indian relations

confided to him by special order of General Schuyler on the
9thof June.t

Colonel Maiiinus Willelt was soon afterward directed to join
the garrison at Fort Schuyler with his regiment, and most
fortunate was the selection of such an officer as Willett to co-
operate with such another as Gansevoort ; since all the skill,

and energy, and courage of bolh were necessary for the situa-

tion. The work itself was orisinally a square fort, with four
bastions, surrounded by a ditch of consi,:Jerabie widtl and
depth, with a covert way and glacis around three of its angles

;

the other being sufficiently secured by low, marshy ground.
In iront of the gate there hau been a drawbridge, covered
by a salient angle raised in front of it on the glacis. In the cen-
tre of the ditch a row of perpendicular pickets had been erected,

with rows of horizontal pickets tixed arouu'i the ramparts un-
der the embrasures. But since the conclusion of the French
war, the fort had fallen into decay ; the ditch was filled up, and

Lfilters among the Gansevoort pa^iers.

t "You will keep up a friendly intercourse with the Indians, .,
'

siiffer no
speeches to be made to ihem liy any person not employed in the Indian Depart-
ment; and when you have occasion to speak to them, let your speech be written,
and a copy transmitted to me, that the Commissioners may be informed of every
transaction with those people."—ScAny/er's MUr to Colonel Gansevoort. Colonel
G. lost no tirnr; in holding a council with such of the chiefs and warriors af yet re-

mained friendly, and ho seems to have fidly acquired their confidence. He delivered

* sensible gpoeth on the occasion, but it contains nothing requiring farther aot«w
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tr

the pickets had rotted and fallen down ;* nor had any suitable

procrress been mode 'n its reparation. Immediate exertions,

eiiercretic, and imvemitting, were necessary to repair, or rather

to renew and .or, msti uci, the woiks, and place them in a pos-

ture of defen. e. should the long anticipated invasion ensue

from that qnaru>r. A more correct idea of the wretched condi-

tion of the post, even down to the beginning of July, may be

found from the annexed letter :—

t

COLONKL GaNSEVOORT TO GENERAL ScHUYLER.

« Fort Schuijler, July ^th, 1777.

"Sir,
c u

" Having taken an accurate review of the state of the garri-

son, I think it is incumbent on me to inform your Excellency

by express of our present circumstances. Every possible as-

sistance is given to Captain Marquizee, to enable him to carry

on such works as are deemed absolutely necessary for the de-

fence of the garrison. The soldiers are constantly at work-

even su<«h of them as come off guard are immediately turned

out to tati<rue. But I cannot conceal from your Excellency

the impossibility of attending fully to all the great objects

pohited out in the orders issued to the commanding officer on

the station, without farther assistance. Sending out sufficient

>Hrties of observation, felling the timber into Wood Creek,

.'•learinT the road from Fort Dayton, which is so embarrassed,

in many parts, as to be impassable, and prosecuting, at the

same time, the internal business of the garrison, are objects ot

the greatest importance, which should, if possible, be imme-

diately considered. But while no exertions compatible witli

the cirr-umstances we are in, and necessary to give your Ex-

cellency satisfaction with respect to all these interesting matters,

shall be omitted, I am very sensible it is not in our power to

get over some capital obstructions without a reinforcement.

The enclosed return, and the difficulties arising from the in-

creasino- number of hostile Indians, will show to your Excel-

lency the grounds of my opinion. One hundred and lilty men

wrald be needed speedily and effectually to obstruct Wood

Oieek ; an equal number will be necessary to guard the men at

• Willetl's Narrative.

; MS. copy, / 'oacfved amon? General Qansevoort's papers.
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work in felling and hauling of timber. Such a deduction
Ij-om our number, together with smaller deductions for scouting
parties, would scarcely leave a man in the garrison, which
might therefore be easily surprised by a contemptible party of
the enemy. The number of inimical Indians increases. On
tlje affair of last veek only two made their appearance. Yes
terday a party of at least forty, supposed to be Butler's emissa-

ries, attacked Ensign Sporr with sixteen privates, who were out
on fatigue, cutting turf about three quarters of a mile from the

fort. One soldier was brought in dead and inhumanly man-
gled

; two were brought in wounded—one of them slightly

and the other mortally. Six privates and Mr. Sporr are

missing. Two parties were immediately sent to pursue the

enemy, but they returned without being able to come up with
them. This success will, no doubt, encourage them to send
out a greater number

; and the intelligence they may possibly

acquire, will probably hasten the main body destined to act

against us in these parts. Our provision is greatly diminished
by reason of the spoiling of the beef, and the quantities that

must be given from time to time to the Indians. It will not

hold out above six weeks. Your Excellency will perceive, in

looking over Captain Savage's return of the state of the artillery,

that some essential p.rticles are very scarce. As a great num-
ber of the gun-bullets do not suit the fire-locks, some bullet-

moulds of different sizes for casting others, would be of great

advantage to us. Our stock of powder is absolutely too little ; a
ton, in addition to what we have, is wanted as the lowest propor-

tion lor the shot we have on hand. We will, notwithstanding
every difficulty, exert ourselves to the utmost of our power ; and
if your Excellency will be pleased to order a speedy reinforce-

ment, with a sufficient supply of provision and ammunition to

enable us to hold out a siege, we will, I hope, by the blessing

of God, be able to give a good account of any force that will

probably come against us."

The picture is gloomy enough ; and was rendered the moru
so from the mistakes of the engineer, a Frenchman, who had
'^en employed by General Schuyler, and whom it was ulti-

mately found necessary to arrest and send back to head-qiiarffirs

"

|iji • WillcH'a Narrative.

'/^'
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Colonel Willptt had from the first doubted the ca\t'.city of

Marquizee, and after his dismissal the work proceeded for tho

most part under his own immediate direction.

The garrison had likewise other difficulties to encounter.

Wifh tise gathering of St. Legor's motley forces at « »f5W(i;.'o, pic-

parafo! 7 to his descont upDU the Mohawk, the Indians, as 'liw

already h'wn seer? by Gnnscvoort's letter, began lo app.-'ar m
scoutiiv parties ui .he oircnrnjacent forests. The utmost cau-

tion was therefore n>.>ee3s?sy on ienvuig the fort, even for a short

distance. It. was dPiirrf this critical period that the familiar

incident of Captain Ciregg and his faithful dog occurred,

of which the following brief account was given by Colonel

Gansevoort :—

Col. Gansevooht to Gen. Schuvler, (Extract.)

" Fort Schuyler, June 26, 1777.

«< I am sorry to inform your Honor that Captain Gregg and

Corporal Madison, of my regiment, went out a gunning yester-

diiv morning, contrary to orders. It seems they went out jnst

after breakfast, and at about 10 o'clock Corporal Madison was

killed and scalped. Captain Gregg was shot through his back,

tomahawked and scalped, and is still alive. He informs me

that the misfortune happened about ten o'clock in the morning.

He looked at his watch after ho was scalped. He saw but two

Indians. He was about one mile and a half from the fort,

and was not discovered until two o'clock in the aftetnoon. I

immediately sent out a party and had him brought into the

fort, just after threeo'clock ; also the corpse of Madison. Gregg

is perfectly in his senses, and speaks strong and hearty, not-

withstanding that his recovery is doubtful.''*

There was little of romance in Colonel Gansevoort, and '^:
•

related the incident with military brevity. The story, hrw

ever, has often been told * :th a variety of amplificalu-ns, p.i'*

ticularly in regard to ti vounded soldier's faithfi'- 'o;^. to

whose affectionate sagacity he is said to have been ind<'h .
' for

his discorery, if not his life. According to the narr> 'i*/' of

President Dwight, it appears that Gregg and his compuiiioiJ

had been seduced into a fatal disobedience of orders, by i.e

• MS. of tiie original draught, among Col, Ganseroort'a paperi.
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clonus of pigeons appearing in the adjoining woods. Imme
diuteiy upon their full, the Indians rushed upon them for their

scalps, which they took—giving each a simultaneous cut upon
the hi \d with their tomahawks. The corporal had been Icilled

by the shot, but Captain Gregg was only wounded.* Feign-
itig death, however, he had tiie presence of mind, and the for-

titude, to submit to the subsequent torture without betraying
Himself by a groan or the quivering of a muscle. The Indians
departing imthediately, Captain Gregg crawled to his lifeless

companion, and pillowed his head upon his body ; while his

faithful dog ran to a place at no great distance thence, where
two men were engaged in fishing, and by his imploring looks
and significant actions, induced them to follow him to the spot

where lay his wounded master. Hastening to the fort, the fish

ermen reported what they had seen, and a party of soldiers be
iug forthwith despatched to the place, the bodies of the wounded
and the dead were speedily brought into the garrison, as we
liave seen from the Colonel's official account. Captain Gregg
was severely wounded, independently of the scalping ; and his

case was for a long time critical.

The friendly Indians, then chiefly, if not exclusively, Onei-
das, though still acting and speaking in the name of the Six
Nations, presented an address of condolence to Colonel Ganse-
voort on this occasion, to which the latter made a suitable reply,

which alone has been preserved, and reads as follows :

—

"Brother Warriors of the Six Nations : I thank you
for your good talk.

"Brothkrs: You tell us you are sorry for the cruel usage
of Captain Gregg, and the murder of one of our warriors

; that

you would have immediately pursued the murderers, had not

General Schuyler, General Gates, and the French General, de-

sired you not to take any part in this war ; and that you have
obeyed their orders, and are resolved to do so. I commend
your good inclination and intention.

"Brothers: You say you have sent a runner to the Six

It has l)ccn nsseitr-d in liislory, that Rl. Legpr oncoiiragnl theso isolated iniir-

dera by larnH hountiog f.)r sr;ilps. Twenty dollars is said to have been the price be
paid

; but bis despatch to Lieut. Bird, before cited, does not corroborate the charge
of such inhumaniiy. That despatch was a private document, moreover, not written
for the light, or for effect, a. id m'.^st therefore be received as true. U was found
vniong CqL Gansevoort's pap: ss.
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Nations, to inform thom of what has happened, anJ that you

expect some of your chiefs will look into the affair, and try to

find out the murderers. You have done well. I shall be glad

to smoke a pipe with your chiefs, and liope they will do as tlicy

speak.

" Brothers : I hope the mischief has been done, not by any

of our good friends of the Oneida nation, but by the Tories,

who are enemies to you as well as to us, and who are ready to

murder yourselves, your wives, and children, if you will not be

as wicked as themselves.

" Brothers : When your chiefs shall convince me that In-

dians of the Six Nations have had no hand in this wicked thing,

and shall use means to find out the murderers and bring them

to justice, you may be assured that we will strengthen the

chain of friendship, and embrace you as our good brotliers. I

will not suffer any of our warriors to hurt you."

The address contained two or three additional paragraphs

in reference to other subjects. Captain Gregg recovered,

and resumed his duties ; and liaving served to the end of the

war, lived many years afterward.

Another tragic incident occurred at nearly the same time.

About noon, on the 3d of July, the day bemg perfectly clear.

Colonel Willet was startled from his siesta by the report of

musketry. Hastening to the parapet of the glacis, he saw a

little ffirl running with a basket in her hand, while Che blood

was trickling down her bosom. On investigating the facts, it

appeared that the girl, wuh two others, was picking berries, not

two hundred yards from the fort, when they were fired -n^n

by a party of Indians, and two of the number killed. Ri,)pily,

she who only was left to tell the tale, was but slightly wounded.

One of the girls killed, was the daughter of an invalid, who had

served many years in the British artillery. He Avas entitled to

a situation in Chelsea Hospital, but had preferred rather to re-

main in the cultivation of a small piece of ground at Fort Stan-

wix, than again to cross the ocean.*

By the middle of July, the Indians hovering about the fort

became so numerous, and so bold, as to occasion great annoy

ance. Large parties of soldiers could only venture abroad on

tlie most pressing emergencies ;
and even one of these was at-

• Willctt's Niirralive.
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tacked, several of its nuinbers kiilod and womi cd, anil tlio

odiccr ill coiiunaiid tukuii prisoner. Tiio force of the garrison,

at this time, consisted of about five hundred and fifty men— ill-

supplied, as we have already seen, both with provisions and
naniilious of war. Fortunately, however, on the 2d of August,
the very day of the investiture of the fort by the advance of St.

Leger's uriiiy under Thayendanegca and Bird, Lieutenant
Colonel M(!llon, of Colonel Weston's reginaent, arrived with
two hundred men, and two hatteaux of provisions and military
.stonis. Not a moment was lost in conveying these opportune
supplies into the fijrt. Delay would, indeed, have been danger-
ous

;
for at the instant the last loads arrived at the fort, the one-

my appeared on the skirt of the forest, so near to the boats, that,

itie captain who commanded them be^^ame their prisoner.*

Tlio command of Colonel Gansevoort now consisted of seven
hundred and fifty men, all told ; and upon examination it was
ascertained that they had provisions for six weeks —with fixed

amrnnnition enough for the small arms. But for the cannon
tliey woro lamentably deficient—having barely enough for nine

rounds per dicin during the period specified. A besieging

army wii3 before the fort, and its garrison was without a flag

!

But as necessity is the mother of invention, they were not long

thus destitute. Stripes of white were cnt from ammunition
shirts; blue from a camblet cloak captured from the enemy;
while the red was supplied from such odds and ends of clothes

of that hue as were at liand.t And, thus furnished, commenced
ihc celebral(!d defence of Fort Schuyler.

Such was the condition of Fort Schuyler at the commence-
ment of the tnemorable siege of 1777—an event, with its attend-

ing circumstances, forming an important feature in the Northern
border warfare of the Revolution. Colonel St. Legert himself

arrived bcfAr.; the fort on the 3d of August, with his whole
force—a motley collection ' British regulars, Hessian auxilia-

Willrtt'n Narrative. . f Idem.

t It is (liniciilt, from the books, to determine what was at that time the precise

tan't of St. Li(o;nr. lie has usually been called a Brigadier General. By some
tonteinpornry writers ho was c Ued Colonel St. Leger. But in General Burgoyne'i
dcspatchng to Lord George Gc naine, of August 20, 1777, he is rnpeateilly dono-
minatcd Lltutenant-Coloncl St. !ger. He is also called Colonel St. '^.iger by Bis-

Belt. But lie, noverthcloss, signed his name as a Priga'ier -General in a Je'*"' to Gol
(ianteviMtft. on the 0th of August.

u,A.
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rics, New-York loyalists, usually denominntcd "Jolnison's

oirt'tMis," toiretl.cr with numbers of the ('
>

... 'id llif. In-

a.aus uudcn-rhaycndaucirea. Su- John Johnson, and Colonels

Claus and linller,* were also cngas-od with hnn ui the oxpe-

duion. A Has; was sent into the lort on the morning ol that

diiy, with a copy of a rather pompous proclamation Iron. St.

Lo<rer, wh.'ch, it was probably supposed, from its vauntmij

threat- >i d lavish promises, miijht produce a strong impression

upon ihe garrison. '^The foj..3s intrusted to my command

•' are designed to act in concert, and upon a common principle,

"with the'' numerous armies and fleets which already display,

« in every quarter of America, the power, the justice, and, when

^•properly sought, the mercy of the Kmg." So commenced Ibe

proclamation. After d.^nouncing " the unnatural rebellion
'

as having already been made the "foundation for the i:un\

•' pletost system of granny that ever God in his displeasure euI

" fered for a time to be exercised over a froward and stii))boni

'generation," and charging that "arbitrary imprisonment,

"confiscation of property, pcrscculiou and torture, nniireee-

"dented in the inquisitions of the Roman church, were among

"the palpable enormities that verified the atFirmation"—and

after denouncing "tl. profa- .tion of cligion," and other

"shocking proceedings^' of the civil authorities and commit-

tees in rebellion, the' proclamation proceeded-" animated by

" thcs.. considerations ; ( cii. licad of troops in the full powers

« of heaUh; discipline, and valor ;
determined to strike where

" necessary, and anxious to spare when po- ^ble, I, hy the.,,!

«' presents, invite and exhort all perso is in un places where the

« proo-ress of this army may point, ' by <he blessmg of Clod

" I wUl cxti^nd it far, to maintain si, a c !uct as n:ay juslily

" me in protecting their lands, habii...ions, and families." I'lio

abject of his address was to hold forth security, and not depi

dation ; he offered employment to those who would join lii.s

standard ; security to the infirm and industrious ;
and payniiuit

in coin for all the supplies the people would bring to Ins camp.

In conclusion, he said-" If, notwithstanding these endeavors,

. At the breal;ing out of tlic war, John Butler was Lieutenant-Colonel of D rep

r,ent of tt^e Tryon County mili.ia, of which Guy Johnson was H,o ^^"^'}^"^

Jeiles Fonda Uie Major. Bir John had been comrniss.oned a General after the Ue-

icaso of hn father.
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'fifl sincere inclinations to efii-ct tl.r ,, fi r
'•«''o,.ld remain, I (rust I sh.l t T ' ^''"'^' ""^ ''"'^'^'"v

"God and men in d ounci Tf '"^'""^^''^ ^" "-' ^'Ves oV
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^^'''^'^'^"-

justice and of wrath await them i hfi.J Vm ""-"' ''
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1' ^"'^
f

^^^'^''^^^'^^'^"'^
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'^^ '^'^ ""^^ «--'«">
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'''''^' '"^ ^'^'^ ^^'^^^ ^^^rrison,
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''^"^
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"""'"^^' -"' ^-
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bio !.y a dpltin-o of rain
; with only fonr days of provisions or.

li.'itHi; tli(- vaiirifinsr r.enorn!, who had boasted in the British
f-ipital (hat, with ten thousand men, ho could march throuo-h
th(! whol,! rr.'hol country at pleasure, already !hund liimsclf hi
an nnenviahle situation. But on learninjr the advance of Ge-
neral ,St. l,eirer, he instantly and justly considered that a rapid
movement forward, at this critical juncture, would he of the
Utmost importance. If the relreatinjr Americans should pro-
ceed up the Mohawk with a view of relievin<r Fort Schuyler
"> tl"-' "vent of St. Leo-cr's success a-ainst that place they
would phK-o themselves between two tires

; or perhaps Bur-
poynn supposed thai were snch a movement to be made on the
part o( the Americans, he mirrlit yet throw his army between
them and Albany, and thus compel them either to stand a jre-
neral ('.\v^n<r<'mma or to strikp off to the ricrht, and by recrossinjr
the ITudson liiirhor up, secure a retreat into New Euirland. If,

on the oiher hand, the Americans should abandon Fovt Schuyler
to its fate, and Ihemselvcs fall back upon Albany, he arsjued
that the Mohawk country would of co'irse be entirely laid open
to lum

;
his junction with St. Leircr established, and the com-

bined army be at liberty to select its future line of operation.*
But his supplies were inadequate to snch an extensive opera-
tion, anr! his army was too weak to allow him to keep up such
a chain of posts as would enable him to bring them up daily
from thi! rirpol at Lake Ceoroe. With a view, therefore, of
o )tainm,.r unmodiate relief, and of opening a new source of sup-
ply, especially of cattle, from tlie upper setdements of New
I-iiigl.uid, th(! expetation to Bennington, the placeof deposite of
provisions (or th.; Provincial forces, was planned, and committed
to a detachment of the Hessian troops, under Colonel Baum, for
execution. The signal failure of this expedition was calculated
htill farther both to embairass and depress the invaders

; while
the brilliant success of the militia under General Starke on
that occa.sion, proving, as it had done, that neither Enirlisb
nor German troops were invincible, revived the drooping spirits
ot the disheartened

;
re-inspired the people with confidl^nce of

•jitnnate success
;
and was the source of universal exultation.

The progress of events br'..gs us back to the lower Valley of

• London Universal Magazine.
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clamation lifmolor? ^i,„,l
' ™"'°'™"y wiUi tlio pro-

*eoo.,„„;„,„ ::of/j :;:;':/;; "^ ?«"i™.e" o,

entered the field either as nm.
"" Committee, who
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^^"«
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"I^^
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',7 "l" --"-'^ing
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Colonel Gansevoort of his approach ,dl""" '' ''^'P'''^
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"""""^ «^
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s !f ^ ' "'^ ^'^ "^^
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,'
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f ^limllclmcr ac^o,n|.ank.d by t,vo other .„<
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the OrisKiiny Creek.* The concerted sigimls were immediate-
ly fired ;f and as tlic proposition of Herkimer was to lorce a
passage to tiic fort, arrani,roincnts were immediately m;ide hy
Colonel Gansevoort to effect a diversion of the enemy's atten
tion, iiy makiiiiT a sally from the fort npon the hostile camp,
for which purpose two hundred men were detailed, consistinir
one Half of Ganscvoort's, and one half of the MassachnsotfG
troops, and one fiold-piece—an iron tlirce pounder. T'he exe-
cution of the enterprise was entrusted to Colonel Willett.t

It appears that on the morning of that day, which was the
(3th of August, General Herkimer had misgivings as to the pro-
priety of advancing any farther whhout 4rst receiving reinforce-

ments. His officers, however, were eager to press forward. A
consultation was held, in which some of the officers manifested
much impatience at any delay, while the General still urircd

them to re iiain where they were until rcinforcenients conic!

come up, or at least until the signal of a sortie should be re-

cei -ed from the fort. High words ensufd, du.ing which
Colonels Cox and Paris, and many others, denounced their

commander to his face as a Tory and*coward. The brave old

man calmly replied that he considered himself placed over

them as a father, and that it was not his wish to lead them into

any difficulty from which he cculd not extricate them. Burn-
ing, as they now seemed, to meet the enemy, he told them
roundly that they would run at his first appearance.? But his

remons|rances were unavailing. Their clamor increased, and
#heir reproaches were repeated, until, stung by imputations of

i^nvardice and a want of fidelity to the cause,|| and somewhat
*ritated withal, the General immediately gave the order—

• Lptter of Colriripl Willett to Governor Trumbull of Connecticut.
t MS. of Captain Henry Scebcr, in the author's possession. See, also, Willett's

Narrative.

J Willett's letter to Governor Trumbull. The officers serving in this ditach-

mc* were Captain Vyn Benschotcii and Lieiitnnatit Stockwrll, who led tiin ad-
va:.' -Hard

; Caplains AIN'ii, (of Ma-isadiiisott^,) Blopcker, .Tohnson, and Swart-
wotit: Lii'Utenants Dirfondorr, Conyne, Boirardiis, M'Clenner, and Bidl ; EiiM^ns
Ch*8f, Bailey, Lewis Donniston, Mageo, and Arnent. The rear-guurd was com
inan«l«<!i by Major Biidlum.

5 Tftivils of Prcsidint riHii:ht, vol. iii. p. 102.

II
MS. sliileni' .. of George Viiltor, in possession of the author; alsoofHwir
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successfnl. nn-onscious of the presence of the foe, Morkimo;-,
with his whole army exccptincr the roarsfiinrd, composed ot
Colonel Visscher's rpsirneiit, foiuid Iiimself encompiUsed nt
the first fire-thc enemy closing- up the ^np at the instant of
makiriif himself known. By thus early completing the ciicle, the
ba^rir;,jre and ammunition wajrijons, which had ]ust descended
into tl.,. ravine, were cut off and separated from the main body,
as also was the re<riment of Colonel Visscher, yet on the Eastern
Slue 01 the ravine; which, as their «reneral had predicted,
instantly and ingloriously fled, leaving their companions to
th,>ii' fate. They were pursued, howc^ver, by a portion of the
Indians, and suffered more severely, probably, than they would
have done, had they stood by their fellows in the hour of need
either to conquer or to fall.

'

lieing thrown into irretrievable disorder by the suddenness of
the surprise and the destructiveness of the fire, which was
close and brisk from every side, the division was for a time
threatened with annihilation. At every opportunity the sa-
vages, concealed behind the trunks of trees, darted forward
with knife and tomahawk to ensure the destruction of those
who fell

;
and many and fierce were the conflicts that ensued

hand to hand. The veteran Herkimer (bll, wounded, in the
early part of the action—a musket ball having passed through
and killed his horse, and shattered his own leg just below the
knee.* The General was placed upon his saddle, however
against the trunk of a tree for his support, and thus continued
to order the battle. Colonel Cox, and Captains Davis and Van
Sluyck, were severally killed near the commencement of the
engagement

;
and the slaughter of their broken ranks, from the

ifles of the Tories and the spears and tomahawks of the Indinns
.vo,s dreadful. But even in this deplorable situation tlie
vomided General, his men dropping like leaves around him,
and the forest resounding with the horrid yells of the savages
ringing high and wild over the din of battle, behaved witirHic
most perfect firmt e:.s and composure. The action had lasted
about forty-five minutes in great disorder, before the Provincials
lormed themselves into circles in order to repel the attacks ot
the enemy, who were concentrating, and closini;- in upon them

* Waiton's MS, uctoimt.
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Tryon County, now roturncd in arms ngainst tlieir fonricr

neiglihurs. As no quarrels are so hitter as those of laniilics, so

no wars aiu so cruel and passionate as tliose called civil. Many
of the Provincials and Greens were known to each other; and
as they advanced so near as to afford opportunities of mutual
recognition, tfie contest became, if possible, more of a deatli

strui^gio than before. Mutual resentmonis, and feelincrs of hatii

and revenge, raged in tlieir bosoms. The Provincials fireu

upon tliera as they advanceo, and then springing like chafed

tigers from tlieir covers, attacked them with their bayonets and

tlie butts of their muskets, or both parties in closer coniart

throttled each other and drew their knives ; stabbing, and
sometimes literally dying in one another's embrace.

At length a firing was heard in the distance from the fort, a

sound as welcome to the Provincials as it was astounding to

the enemy. Availing themselves of the hint, however, a ruse

de-gnerre was attempted by Colonel I3utler, which liad well-

nigh proved fatal. It was the sctnding, suddenly, from the di-

rection of the fort, a detachment of the Greens disguised as

American troops, in the expectation that they might be received

as a timely rcinforcenu'Ut from the garrison. Lieutenant Jacob

Sammons was the first to descry their approach, in the direction

of a body of men commanded by (vaptain Jacob Gardenier— on
officer who, during that memorable day, performed prodigies

of valor. Perceiving that their hats were American, Sammons
informed Captain Gardenier that succors from the fort were
coming up. The quick eye of the Caj)tain detected the ruse,

and he replied—"Not so: they are enemies; don't you see

their green coats!"* They continued to advance until hailed

by Gardenier, at which moment one of Jiis own soldicis, ob-

serving an acquaintance, and supposing him a Iriend, ran lo

meet him, and presented his hand. It was grasped, but with no
friendly grine, as the credulous fellow was dragged into the

opposing line, and informed that he was a jirisoner. He did not

yield without a struggle; during which Gardenier. watching

the action and the result, sprang forward, and witli a blow from

his spear levelled the captor to the dust ai:d liberated his man.T

Others of the foe instantly set upon him, of whom he slew the

* Manuscript narrative ci" vVilliatn fiaKk-nicr, in ikf. possession of tlie aullior.

t Mem.
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wliicli tlio cnnfcndinir parties were iningU'd in {rrcnt confusion

tliat throo of Johnsons Greens rusiied witliin liie circle of the

Provincials, and attempted to make prisoner of a (-'nptain Dil-

Icnback. This officer had declared he would never be tnkin

nlive, and he was not. One of his three assailants seized his

jETun, but he suddenly wrenched it from him, and felled him

with the butt. He shot the second dead, and thrust tlie tliiid

through with liis bayonet.* But in the moment of liis triumpii

at an exploit of which even the mighty Hector, or either of the

sons of Zeruiah might have been proud, a bull laid this brave

mfln low in the lust.

Such a confUct as this could not be continued long ; and the

Indians, perceiving with what ardor the Provincials maintained

the fight, and finding their own numbers sadly diminished, now

raised the retreating cry of " Oonuh /'' and fled in every direc-

tion, under the shouts and hurrahs of the surviving Provincials

and, a shower of bullets !• 'i ding, moreover, from the firing at

the fort, that, their pn ."»;acvi was necessary elsewhere, the

Greens and Range: ^ :iovi rcireated precipitately, leaving the

victorious militia of Tryon County masters of the field.

t

Thus ended one of the severest, and, for the numbers en-

gaged, one of the most bloody battles of the Revolutionary

war. Though victorious, the loss of the Provincij-.Is was very

heavy ; and Tryon County long had reason to mourn that day.

Colonel Paris was taken prisoner by the enemy, and afterward

murdered by the Indians. Several other prisoners were also

killed liy the savages, after they had been brought into Colonel

Butler's quarters ; and, as it was said, by the Colonel's own

tacit consent, if not permission in terms. But the general cha-

racter of that officer forbids the imputation.+ IMajor John Froy,

of Colonel Klock's regiment, was likewise wounded and taken
;

* Georne AValtcr relates this incident, in his nnrintivp, in the pn'<.-irssi()n of llm

nulhor. Walter wns him.S'lf a witness of tiie fact, while l}ing woniuleil willi Iwn

balls, by the Side of General Herkimer.

f It is an extraordinary fact, that every historian who lias written of the Iiulllt; of

Oriskany, has recorded it as a defeat of tlie Provincials, from Marshall and Kaiiisiiy

down, to say nothing of the British chroniclers. Such was also the anthor's im-

pression until he undertook the present investigation. Captain IJraiit himself, in

conversation with Samuel Woodruli; l-lsq. admitted lliat they were the victors; and

all the written statements which the author has been able to procure from the surviv-

ors of that battle, bear the same tesliiiiony.

1 The late Doctor Alosca Younj;love of Hudson, Columbia County, was th«
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and to show tho mmv thin sMr..„„ r i

of the men brou-W.t m t, o , h r T'^
'""'""-^ "' '^'^ ^'"''^'^

f..l fact may he rtdd. thnl
"" '" "''"''""' "'« ^i-^^'''"'^"-

Butlor's camp T ' ;; ^
:'" " "/''' t' ''' '"'^ -^ed in

menacing m^m '
l^.d ;^ .riu'". i^r "'T""""'

'"

no yon „ot know mo ?" 1 • r
'"'''' ''

'
'''' l^'" ^»^- •

loi-vvard, and the Mu'or iv..
'f'"'«'^tcd hr.iNer rushed

orl.ers/The;;hornJr^^^
was two hundred excl,, v of /

"^""^'^'1 militia killed

snch,aMeast,.r^:;'r,ir::;:^"":;.;rH;-^r'^^^^^^^
Jnonts churned that four hundred ofZ a

'"'' '"""-

"ud t.o hundred taken p.Wns.t
^"^'^'""^"^ ^^^'^e killed,

Rotainmg possession of the field tho «Mr„-
-. «l,e,„solves a.woHci,, constr 'unl", I ^^

'"''"'""•"'jfto hoar off the wounded Rpf,,,.
'^''^^''^^r^, upon which

amon, whom was th cotm.filTcer' ,""' '"^ ^^' ''"'^^^'

tins manner. The br.ve n
" """'' '^"''"^ '"''^'"^^^d in

-i-ce or the rlo^nl;:!:,^::^;::^^^^^^^^
movement at the dict.ftion oH is 'l

'' ' """^^
'' Premature

^'i^^ated his character fo cL ^ ^
"''''~^'"^ "^^''^ ^«^-

-undod, as weZ ^: ^^:^:;;'^
!''Vr ^'^^"^'»

^'"'•i..? the six hours of confli t ..d r^'
' "'"'^ ''''^^'''''*

^^tances, with a deo-ree of fZmdn
"'"'^ ^'"y'"'^' ^''•^"">-

••«l'"i>-utioa. Nor was il ov^'l " ""'"""" "'"'•''•>' "^'"H

'<i«n-oopsamiath:7:rlir :^£:t:;;;r
«-i-dnrin,thehatt,e,:h.ie.;ti;;-;;:;^:Sti.^

""rgoon of Gonrrnl nnkimcr'.s brigade
I ie „..,«, I

-".,„ forth many grievous l-nrl.Jif.esci.mmJ Ti;':'"':""
""''"" '^"''-i'-"yn thn pr.onors who fdi into thoir TC T7

'"'"""^ '"''' '''"''-'

several of them murdered
; and, a., ,!,„ Doeto ^

"

^^ "'"" ""'""^ """"<"'.
wore ..h..^uen,ly tai.en to an inland in I^^eOr^'"" ,'" '"'"'"' """' "'' "'-
tobel,el,eved. See Deposition of Dr Yonalovi?

"'',•'''""• '^'"^ '^ ^'^arcely

* MS. statement of Jacoh Tim-nerm.n fl "V'^'""'"
'^°- ' ^

t " On the 5th I learned, from ZZ^^' "
""''"""^

P"-'«'-'sion.

oro.etl.ousandn,i,i,iawe;;r; r: :?j::;;:;-'-^'"'-v^Hver,,hata,,ody
;n - new., I ,,0.,,, a lar.e hcly of In 1, tl 'T ^^ ""- -'"5"""'ior.
'V m an,„us-eo<le for ti,om on thi m ,"

Til f,
,7", ""''^ "" ^"""^ ''•^'"- '»

-y wa. ohtained. Above four hundred ay T on
,'"

r U
''" """'''"''' ''"^'

whom were ahnost all the principal -nov 's o

'

'" *"'' "'"""--' "- ""-'"r

J8

H„





IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

h

A

{/

[A

1.0

I.I

1.25

2.2
'" 13 6

S 1^ iilM

1.8

14 111.6

^^V'^
Photogi^hic
Sciences

Corporation

33 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, N.Y. 14580

(716) 872-4503

\

QV

1>^

\\

%.V
^

6^
^^".^>

'^



4^ Mp.



.ihh I

':1:t1i

i;;: ii

.1 : III

I

;

HI
• - »i

1

< tr " <h

,

S", -< 'iiii

!'
»''

It,

I ''I

242 LIFE OP BUANT. [1777.

upon a litlle hillock, boiiio- advised to select a less exposed situa-

tion, he replied—" I will face the enemy." Thus, " surrounded
" by a few men, he continued to issue his orders with firmness.

" In this situation, and in the heat of the onslaught, he delibe-

" rately took his tinder-box from his pocket, lit his pipe, and
" srnoked with great composure."* At the moment the soldiers

were placing him on the litter, while adjusting the blankets to

the poles, three Indians approached, and \vere instantly shot

down by the unerring rifles of three of the militia. These

were the last shots fired in tiiat battle.

t

The loss of the enemy ni this engagement was equally, if

not more severe, than that of the Americans, The Greens and

Rangers of Sir John Johnson and Cjolonel Butler must have

suffered badly, although no returns were given in the contem-

poraneous accounts. Major Watts was severely wounded and

left on the field, as was supposed, among the slain. His death

was reported by Colonel Willett, in his letter to Governor

Trumbull, and by other authorities. But such was not the

fact. Reviving from faintness produced by loss of blood, some

hours after the action, he succeeded in crawling to a brook,

where, by slaking his thirst, he was preserved from speedy

death, and in the course of two or three days was found by

* Campbell. An officer, who was in the general stuff at the battle of Leipzig, has

related to the author a very smiilar incident in the conduct of old Bliuher. He was

not wounded ; but ho sat upon a hillock, issuing his orders and smoking his pipe,

while tiie cannon balls were ploughing up the cartli about him.

t Narrative of Jacob Sanimons, MS. The officers of the Tryon County militia

killed or wounded in this battle were as follows :— In Colonel Frederick Visselier's

regiment. Captains Jolm Davis and Samuel Pettingill, kilh'd ; Major Blinivdt and

Lieut, Groat taken prisoners and never heard of afterward
; Captain Jacob Garde-

nier and Lieut. Samuel Gardenior wiumded. In Colonel Jacob Klock's regiment,

Miijor John Eisenlord, and Major Van Sluyek, and Captain Andrew Dillenlinek,

killed; Captains Cbiistn[)her Fox and John BieadbeL', wounded ; Bri^nde Major

John Frev, wounded and taken prisoner. In Colonel Piter Billinsier's regiminf,

Major F.nos Kb'p^allle, Captain Frederick Helmer, and Li' ut. Petrie, were killed.

Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick BeHinger and Henry Walradt were taken prisoners.

In Colonel Eheni'Zir Cox's regiment. Colonel Cox and Lieut, Col Hunt were

killed
;
Captains Henry Diefendorf, and Robert Crouse, and Jacob Bowman, Mil

ed. Captain Jacob Seeber and Lieut. William Seeber mortally woiindeil. The

surgeon, Moses Younglove, was taken prisoner. Anions; the volunteers no' be-

1 inging to the milii'.a, who were killed, were Isaac Paris, (then a member of the

Lf^gslature,) Samuil I'illinnton, John Dygoil, nnd Jacob Snell, members of the

Committee of Safely, There was likewise a Cant';' , ^ raves who fell, but to whicll

rei'inicnt he 1 clanged the author has not ascertained.
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porsoii—« the great Captain o.- the Six Nations," as he was
then called—and as the Cayugas had now likewise joined the

Mohawks in alliance with the arms of England—the Ononda-
gas adopting a doubtful policy, but always, in fact, acting

against the Provincials—he must have liad a large force in the

Held. Of the Senecas alone thirty-six were killed and a great

nmnber wounded. Captain Brant was accustomed, long years

afterward, to speak of the sufferings of his " poor Mohawks " in

that battle. Indeed, the severity with which they were handled
on that occasion, rendered them morose and intractable durintr

the remainder of the campaign ; and the unhappy prisoners

were the first to minister with their blood to their resentment.*

"Our town," says Mary Jemison, "exhibited a scene of real

" sorrow and distress when our warridrs returned and recount-
" ed their misfortunes, and stated the real loss they had sns-

"tained in the engagement. The mourning was excessive,
" and was expressed by the most doleful yells, shrieks, and
" bowlings, and by inimita!)le gesticulations."

It was unfortunate that General Herkimer formed his line of

inarch with so little judgment that, when attacked, his men
were in no situation to support each other; and more unfortu-

nate still, that he marched at all, so long before he could expect
to hear the concerted signal for the diversion to be made in

his favor by the sortie of Colonel ^^illett. The heavy rnin

stortn, Mioreover, which caused a suspension of the battle, had
likewise the eflect of delaying the sally for nearly an hour. It

was made, however, as soon as it was practicable, and was not
only completely successful, but was conducted with such abili-

ty and spirit by the gallant oHicer to whom it was confided, as

f 4;

i I!

In Mr. Snmnel Woodiuff's meniorantia of his conversations with Brant, rcfiT.

rril to in tlio introduction, it is noti'd as the iidniission of llic latter, tliat " lie and hk
Moliawks were compelled to flee in a dispersed condition through the woods, all

iuirering from faliuue and hunger liefore they arrived at a place of safely. Their
retreat hijgnn at nightfall. They were pursued by a body of Oneidas, who fnnoht

with General Herkimer. The ni^iit was dark and lowery. Exhausted hy the la-

bors of tiie (lay, and fearful he mi^ht bo overtaken by the pursuing Oneidas, Binnt
ajteendcd a liranehinij tree, and planting himself in the crotch of it, waited sornevvhat

imp.ilictilly for davhiihl." There is evidently somewhat of error in this stntenient.

The til Id of hatlle was not more than five miles from St. Lener'a entrenchments
and the battle was ended at 2 o'clock P. M. Judge W. probably confounded this

buttle with another—perhaps that of the Chemung.
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^''Ptured, consisting ofcamSTal!n ^T^ "'" 'P""^ ^'^"^

fo. were fi.e British sTaSHlfj'^-^^' blankets, stor^

"-nthein.rmat,ond;S^-^^t1^;^
•London Universal Majrnrino, 1782.

•".'''<"-> bm not yet opened. itroTZS ,'
"'"^'' ""' ^'^'^ ••^^- f-m o r'
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Whilo Colonel Willctt was returning to the fort, Colonel St.

I.ogor, who was on the opposite side of the river, attempted a

niov(!nioiit to intereept him, Willclt's position, however, ena-

bled him to form his troojjs so as to give the enemy a fnll fire

in front, whilo at the same time ho was enfiladed by the fire of

n sniidl (iold-piece. The distance wiis not more than sixty

yards between them ; and altnongh St. Leger was not back-

ward in returning the fire, his aim was nevertheless so wild as to

be entirely without effect. The assailants returned into the for-

tress in triumph, without having lost a man—the British flngs

•were hoisted on the flag-staff under the American—and the men,

ascending tho parapets, gave three as hearty cheers as were

ever shouted by the same number of voices. Among the pri

soners brought olF by the victors, was Lieutenant Singleton,

of Sir John Johnson's regiment. Several Indians were found

dead in their camp, and others were killed in crossing the

river. Tho loss to the enemy, particularly in stores and bag-

gage, was great; while the affair itself was of still more im-

portunes, from the new spirit of patriotic enthusiasm with

which it inspired the little garrison.* For this chivalrous ex-

ploit Congress passed a resolution of thanks, and directed the

Commissary Ceneral of military stores to procure "an elegant

sword, and present the same to Colonel Willett in the name of

the United Slates.

General I lerkimcr did not long survive the battle. He was

conveyed to his own house t near the Mohawk river, a few

miles belo\V the Little Falls; where his leg, which had been

shattered five or six inches below the knee, was amputated

about t(!n days nftor tho battle, by a young French surgeon in

the army of (General Arnold, and contrary to the advice of the

General's own medical adviser, the late Doctor Petrie. But

the operation was unskilfully performed,? and it was fouud im-

CPra, with IcIliTH l() nnd from Genornl St. hcger, the commander. These letters

have li(>t<n ofcoiim HtMvitto to us."

—

Colonel WilUU's Ifiler to Governor Ti-umbull.

* In thJH auuoniit of tho sortie, the author has adopted almost the very language

of the bravo Colnnrl himself, in his Narrative. As he led the affair, and was of

course the hi'*t (|iiHlilied to describe it, the author could do no better than take his

own wordd. Ii« triieinjj the progress of the siege, it will be often necessary to draw

from tho «amo iiidiiiputiihlu source.

t Yet utanilinii, 1837.

I Col. Rofl* • sttttoinont—MS. in posBession of the author



«i'- His friend, cln"t Jo^^^ °
"'»"'" '""'""'"^ '"•"

d.ea.l.. T.,0 Mood ZZlUlZZtl "t
"' ^ '"^ "' "'^

can in immediate attend.npo
" '^,7''^-there bein^ar no physi.

;'- ti.ue of his do a::frS.7S,r '^'"^^^'^^^'^fied that
Holy Bible to be brought toTm tV m'

'''''"'" '''•'^•^'^^ '^^«

"1 the presence of those who ,
'" "^'""^ *^ ^"^ read,

-mposure which it'L '
,s r;'"'''

''^ '^^' ^^''^ «" the

soon alterward expired nnr1.>
'''''" situation.* He

tl- annals of man'f rni;, a' "'T v' '' ^""^'"^''^^ -'-the
'.eroisn.,calm, dehb^ /^^"fi^ ^'1?^"'^'.^ "'^""^^'-
•s presented in this remarkable istl "0?'!; 'T'"'''^'^of General Herkimer but little i!

^^ ^'^ ^'-^rly history

-dy stated that his fami .^
o„ TfT n ''I

'^^" ^'

'««"^' who planted themselves L. L, ^''^ «^ ''^ ^er-
^"*' '""-ive stone ma isb. "e .. r^

^""'^^''^ ^^"^y- ^nd
bespeaks its early op

I c
'

'1 ?^^^'''*^ "' ''^™'^» ^Jatts,

vvitl^ if possible, ies sl-
'

' n 1"^^! "^ ""^^"-'•^^^ '"-"--^

nam, which is saying mn L n .!' T" ^'"•^" ^^'-''^l ?"»-
^'M of strong and viJoroTundP^ .'

'"''' "everthelesv a
of the essenriul requile of t . I'!^^""^''''''"'*^

«f «ome
cool and dauntless'conrLf ^^.f

^'«';'P'. but of the most
'ni,'ly disclosed in the brief'a'nd h.T "'"'' '''*"'*' "" «trik-

ny- «nt he must haveT^n1^"^^ ^^^'^^'^''^^
^« Oriska-

i'-P0.t,nu of all hooksJ^^Brn'^^t'''^ ^^'"^ ''^^^ »"««'
learned biblical scholar. lay or cWJ" ,

'' '""'^ '^« '"ost
of the Sacred Scriptures more etet v'.n"'

"'^'^'^ ^ P°"'«"
t'on of the dying soldier thanl^nf 'TT"'" '° '^' '*'"^-

taneonsly „,,ed: If 30'.^: td iiL'"f
^^.'^''-'^^Pon-

Ronsseaalikeanunbelievincr,entim Ph'Iosopher, and
^'ed like a CHars-rxA/fl^no r "' '''^''"^'^'H^^k'^^^

'^'^i'-i"g the Governor and Councif^N^rk rote;: '

• Statement of Colonel RofT in m"""•'"P^^ession of the author.
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monument, at the expense of tlic United States, to the memory
of this brave man, of the value of five hundred dollars. This
resolution was transmitted to the Governor of New-York,
George Clinton, in a letter from which the followiuir passage

is quoted :— " Every murk of distinction shown to the memory
"of such illustrious men as offer up their lives for the liberty

" and happiness of their country, reflects real honor on those
" who pay the tribute

;
and by holding up to others the pros-

"pect ot fame and immortality, will animate them to tread in

" the same path." Governor Clinton thus wrote to the Com-
mittee of Tryon County on the occasion :—" Enclosed you
" have a letter and resolves of Congress, for erecting a monu
"ment to the memory of your late gallant General. While
" with you I lament the cause, I am impressed with a due
•' sense of the great and justly merited honor the Continent has,

" in this instance, paid to the memory of that brave man."

Such were the feelings of respect for the services and nxmory
of the deceased entertained by the great men of that day.

Sixty years have since rolled away, and the journal of Con-
gress is the only monuuient, and the resolution itself the only

inscription, which as yet testify the gratitude of the republic to

General Nicholas Herkimer.

Hit''
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^^H.'.i«.«,..

(tp;

HHHHB t



'ill "^

in »*'

CHAPTER XI.

GiWFort Schuyler continuwl-Forced leffPK r
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Thohgh in flict defeated at Oriskanv thnwe havro seen, a victorv In onr ^' '"^'"J' ''^''"«'^' ««

A..ericans wore .n^ :^^^^ '^ -/-';, -treat the

nnd retained by them.* Availinrhiml r r k
''^' '''''"'

snccess, however, and well In 11^;. ^"^^^'-^'''b^^

einpse hefore the garrison conidZ ^' '""''
P''"^'''^'^'^^
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'''PP^^^d of the whole

no time in endeavolT^f
f^, frl "' '" "' ^' ^'^^"^^ '^^

besieged to a capitn adm/ On th^''''"'''""^'
'" ^^^^^ '^e
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'"'"' ^'^'^^ '^ ^'^« ^^"le,

in St. Leber's camp as nriL "'""" ""*^ ^'•''•^"•' ^^''y^ ^ein^

note to Colonel Znsevo'onStirex
""'^'"^' ^'^ ^^^'^ ^

«f the day, and stronX nVf, ^ exaggerating the disasters

receiving any farther snccor fr"^^^^^^^
-possibihty o.

force of St. Leger, together witL his tn^of .n''"''"'^'nounced the probable fact thnf r °^ artillery_an-

thea before Albany ar^^st'^ ^'irfr^
"' "'"^ ^^'^^^™

on'7-«lt in «. inimitable rtS^^^^^^^^^

Tha, circumstance, however, does not a ."rh
""""".

".'
''^ ^"'''^ «' WiHe.t.
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was transmitted to Colonel Gansevoort by St. I.cger's Adjutant-

general, Colonel Butler, who, in delivering it, made a verbal

demand of surrender. Colonel Ganscvoort replied tlint ho

would give no answer to a verbal summons, unless delivered

by Colonel St. Leger himself, but at the mouth of his cannon.

On thn following day a white flag approached the garrison,

with a request that Colonel Butler, and two other ofllcers,

might be admitted into the fort as bearers of a message to the

commanding officer. Permission being
f,

^j, those ofllcers

were conducted blind-folded into the fort, and received by

Colonel Gansevoort in his dining-room. The windows of the

room were shut, and candles lighted
; a table was also spread,

upon which were placed some slight refreshments. Colonels

AVillett and Mellen were present at the interview, together witli

as many of the American officers as could be accommodated in

the quarters of their commander. After the officers were

seated and the wine had been passed around, Major Ancroin,

one of the messengers, addressed Colonel Gansevoort in sub-

stance as follows :

—

" I am directed by Colonel St. Leger, the officer commanding

the army now investing this garrison, to inform the command-

ant that the Colonel has, with much difficulty, prevailed on the

Indians to agree, thatif the garrison, without farther resistance,

shall be delivered up, with the public stores belonging to it, to

the investing army, the officers and soldiers shall have all their

baggage and private property secured to them. And in order

that the garrison may have a sufficient pledge to this effect.

Colonel Butler accompanies me to assure them, that not a hair

of the head of any one of them shall be hurt." (Here turning

to Colonel Butler, he said, ' That, I think, was the expression

they made use of, was it not V—to which the Colonel answered,

' Yes.') " I am likewise directed to remind the commandant,

that the defeat of General Herkimer must deprive the garrison

of all hopes of relief, especially as General Burgoyne is now in

Albany ; so that, sooner or later, the fort must fall ii\ro our

hands. Colonel St. Leger, from an earnest desire to prevent

farther bloodshed, hopes these terms will not be refused ;
as in

this case it will be out of his power to make them again. It

was with great difficulty the Indians consented to the presont

arranfement, as it will deprive them of that plunder which

i'
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Colonel to restrain the I dmn T1 ""' "' '" ^""^'- °^^'-
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Ims nt tiinns been pniotisod, by such hordes of women and
cliildrcii killers us boloiig to your nriny."

Colonel Willett observes in his narriitive, whence these facts

are druwn, that in the doliv.Ty he looked the British ninjor
full in the face

;
and that he spoke with eniphnsis is not doubt-

ed. The sentiments contained in this reply were received with
universal applause by the Provincial officers, who, far from
beinjr intimidated by the threats of the messengers, were at

once impressed with the idea that such pressing efforts to in-

duce a capitulation could only be the effect of doubt, on the
part of the enemy himself, of his ability ei(her to sustain the
siege or carry the works by assault. Before the interview was
closed. Major Ancrom requested that an English surgeon who
was with him might be permitted to visit the British woiuided
in the garrison, which request was granted. Major Ancrom
also proposed an armistice for three days, which was likewise

agreed to by Colonel Gansevoort—the more readily, probably,

because of his scanty supply of ammunition.
On the 9th of August, Colonel Gansevoort having refused

to recognize any verbal messages from the British conmiandcr.
Colonel St. Leger transmitted the substance of Major Ancrom's
speech in the form of a letter—protesting that no indignity was
intended by the delivery of such a message—a message that

had been insisted upon categorically by tlie Indians— and for-

mally renewing the summons of a surrender—adding, that the

Indians were becoming exceedingly impatient, and if the pro-

position should be rejected, the refusal would be attended with
very fatal consequences, not only to the garrison, but to the

whole country of the Mohawk river.*

The reply of Colonel Gansevoort was written with soldierly

brevity, in the following words :

—

•' '"••) «

ill * nil"'
• »•

mi) »i

1 : II
»'

- «ii

"

21
»'

COL. GANSEVOORT TO COL. ST. LEGKR,

" Fort Schuyler, Aug. dih, 1777.
" Sir,

"Your letter of this day's da! i I have received, in answer to

whicli I say, that it is my determined resolution, with the forces

under my command, to defend this fort to the last extremity, iu

* See Appnndix, No, VI.
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" I have the lionor to be, Sir,
" Your most ob't. humblo serv't.,

un I

' ^^'^^'^ Ganjevoort,
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artillery of the besiegers was not sufficiently heavy to make any
imj)ression upon the works, and there was every probability that

tlu! garrison might hold out until succors should be obtained,

could their situation be made known. Colonel Willett was not
only well acquainted, but exceedingly popular, in Tryon Coun-
ty

;
and it was supposed that, should he show himself personally

among the militia of that district, notwithstanding the extent of
their suffering in the late expedition, he might yet rally a force

sufficient to raise the siege. The bold project was therefore
conceived by him of passing by night, in company with ano-
ther officer, through the enemy's works, and, regardless of the
danger from the prowling savages, making his way through
some forty or fifty miles of sunken morasses and pathless woods,
in order to raise the County and bring relief.* Selecting Major
Stock well for his companion, Colonel Willett undertook the

expedition on the lOth, and left the fort at ten o'clock that

night, each armed with nothing but a spear, and provided only
with a small supply of crackers and cheese, a small canteen of
spirits, and in all other respects unincumbered, even by a
blanket. Having escaped from the sally-port, they crept upon
their hands and knees along the edge of a morass to the river,

which they crossed bv crawling over upon a log, and succeeded
in getting off unpercaived by the sentinels of the enemy,
although passing very near to them. Their first advance was
into a deep-tangled forest in which, enveloped in thick darkness,

they lost their direction, and found it impossible to proceed.

While in this state of uncertainty, the barking of a dog added
little to their comfort, inasmuch as it apprized them that tfiey were
not far from a new Indian encampment, formed subsequent
to the sortie a few days before. They were therefore compelled
to stand perfectly still for several hours, and until the morning
star appeared to guide their way. Striking first in a Northern di-

roction for several miles, and then Eastwardly, they traced a

zig-zag course, occasionally, adopting the Indian method of con-

cealing their trail by walking in the channels of streams, and
by stepping on stones along the river's edge. In this way they

travelled the whole of the ensuing day without making a single

halt. On the approach of night they dared not to strike alight,

* Britisli Universal MHsazine
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which Ihey found r„bu„ a
''"''' '""' '''"='"'""''». of

wi„drall. Thi X"h d H
';""l'""i"ffocc,.,sio„cdbya

.. Ihree o'clock inX .t™r„^'
""' "™"'' "' ''"" ""^'O"

cl;;:, wcT„'n"wh':: ';:;;: t"°' ?
"™"^ ''*°™= ^™">

Gansevoort. Colonpl Will««t fi.-.
°* C-olonel

for Alhany ,oJ:XZTl7rZ:t'r '""""'T'expedition • and in fnnr A .,
'
^"^ ^^«s to command the

(im N.w-Yo,.k"° imem had "" >'7°"«™blinjr. The
General Larncd, wCas ' t .h

°^' "" ""' '""""'"f

l.»-"SO,rc and Jre.
^ '" "'"' '""«'"« "P «'« heavy

bcenacive in i,is aicemplsioWn^roo: 'Trr ,'",', '"" ''"'

™ .he other hand, had no, bee ."id A,™ w„' l""!""''
Fort Duvton resided a Mr SI, ,

^"""' '"" m'les ahove

who had^eenTt' M^sf^rcl l.^
"^'^^ '^™"™™.

insT heard of a clandes, „e meet ^ T"' "
'^^'' "'""

.hat gentleman, Colonel We,,"o„ l:,,!:^": d
,.'"""

"ltroops thither whioh p.-v,
"'^'»P'ii<-fiea n detachment of

and'tooK ". pH^J^'^^In^
^^^ -^P"-.

WalierN.BiUlerfroniSt t! >

'' '''«"' ^^"^ Lieutenant

soldiers and tr;.me n i,n
" 7/7' ^'''"' ^^''•' ''''"«««" ^hite

man Fhuts ror v , ^^ "^"T'^
'"'^ ^'"^''''d ^^e Ger-

01aus,andth:i'^^^^^^^^^^ ''^h" Johnson,

the purpose of persuadin/ he tim j "d ,? T'^^'J'r
P^»§^«' ^'^r

to abandon the Provincial cause 1 "l'^"'''^
'"habitantsrovmciai cause, and enrol themselves with the

• "So siicnrssfiil tvas Colonel WWUtt in .li i

^-^' ' ... U. possesJ of™2^^^
I^e» il."-r«m;,«.//.

supernatural power, jjavo to him the name of tl«
t The Remembrancer for 1777, page 39r..

ft -

ii:. t:

ti«

1v

1 y

' %^-
( 5

tSt

' '**m
' iff

Bl uM
^^Ksl

^b! ''1

1

^^HBr'^

"j ii'iM. ..Jid



. (if"'- IN

I!:; I

ii:: \i

I

'

Kii

!•>• mil

» J!)

256 LIFE OP BRANT. [1777.

King's army before Fort Schuyler. Butler was in the midst
of his harangue to the meeting at the moment of the unwelcome
surprise. General Arnold ordered a court-martial, and caused
him to be tried as a spy.* Of this tribunal Colonel Willett

officiated as Judge Advocate. The Lieutenant was convicted,

and received sentence of death ; but at the intercession of a
number of officers, who had known him while a student at law
in Albany, his life was spared by a reprieve. He was, however,
removed to Albany and closely imprisoned until the Spring of
the following year. When General the Marquis de Lafayette
assumed the command of the Northern department, the friends

of the Butler iiimily, in consequence, as it was alleged, of his

ill-health, interceded for a mitigated form of imprisonment.
He was then removed to a private house and kept under guard,
but shortly afterward effected his escape—owing, it was report-

ed, to treachery—and was subsequently distinguished as one
of the severest scourges of the beautiful valley which had given
him birth.

The address of Johnson, Glaus, and Butler, having been
thus introduced among the people of the County, Arnold issued

a proclamation from Fort Dayton for the purpose of counter-

acting its influence. It was couched in severe language in re-

gard to St. Leger and his heterogeneous army—denounced
those of the people who might be seduced by his arts to enrol

themselves under the banner of the king—but promised pardon

to all, whether Americans, Savages, Germans, or Britons, who
might return to their duty to the States.!

Meantime Colonel St. Leger was pushing his operations be-

fore the fort with considii able vigor. Every effort to intimi-

date the garrison having failed, and the commander exhibiting

an unsubtnitting spirit, St. Leger " commenced approaching
" by sap, and had formed two parallels, the second of which
" brought him near the edge of the glacis ; but the fire of nius-

" ketry from the covert way rendered his ftirther progress very
" difficult."! The fire of his ordnance producing no effect, his

only means of annoymg the garrison was by throwing shells;

• The Remembrancer states that Butler came "on a truce to the inhabitants of

the County." But if he did bear a fliig, it could be no protection {or such a mission

—as it was not.

» Sec Appendix, No. VIII. t Willott's Narrative

I Hi
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but these proved of so little consequence as to afford a discou

relief somp of fhl r
' ^'"= "" ^^'^^•" prospect of

1 ex-Zenev of
" ;:°"^'««"<^<^J ^P^ukin.. in whispers of

t e Fort W m "T^ '^" ^'''"'''' ^''^"^ ^ re-enactment of-the Fort Wilham Henry tragedy, hy acceding to St Leber'sproffered terms of capitulation." Not so the commande; 1ft

^
-giKng wel the circumstances of the case, he came to edehberate resolve, in the event of obtainmg no succo frl without, when h,s provisions were about exhausted omdceaJi;at n,,ht, and cut his way through the encampmeiu o the

t^
Siegers, or perish in the attempt

tionrr^;i::r -^^r:
--^-^ ^^ ^o^ determma.

-gus^when,sudde^:sr^:rt"hi^s:^!^:

joy was not. on that account, the less ft™\ te ![nbsequently appeared that the panic which produced s wecome and unexpected change in the situatioL of the . r,Iwas caused by a ruse-de-^.„erre, practised upon he fores
'

St-Leger by .General Arnold, who had been waitinVTl"Dayton several days for the arrival of reinforcem^^a d s^pPl^es. But, having heard that St.^Leger had made his a^

tl'o same time I inclosed you a copy of t eTeSln innT f ""'rT
'" "'"''

'
"'

quested you to send me a reinforcement of nl
^^/'^^'^^'^ of war, and ro-

^mo„ ,0 General GaUs, ^uli m7 -» ,1' ?""' '"5' j^-P^"-^'"- "/
the road., waiting for some ha.ale "? " '''""^'^ ^^ "'« b'«^"''«« "f
nc. turn out with that s Xit ^h J^^^^""TheV"'

'"''' "" '""•'"

numbers. A few days w II relieve vou " ^7, I I
"'" ""^^ J"'"'"-^

' • Sreat

^ooH, Wuff. 22, 1777, ^ ~"^*' ''""/'•<"'• ^"•"/^ /^ Coi^el Gan.e,
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pronches to within a short distance of the fort, Arnold, on the

22d of Aujrust, determined at all events to push forward and

hazard a battle, rather than see the garrison fall a sacrifice.*

Witii this view, on the morning of the 23d, he resumed his

march for F^ort Schuyler, and had proceeded ten miles of tiie

distance from Port Dayton when he was met by an express

from Colonel Gansevoort, with the gratifying intelligence that

the siege liad been raised. The cause of this sudden movement

•was yet as great a mystery to the Colonel nnd his garrison, as

was the flight of the host of IJen-hadad from before Samaria to

the king of Israel, when the Syrian monarch heard the super-

iKitnral sound of chariots, and the noise of horses, in the days

of Elisha the prophet. Arnold was, of course, less in the dark.

The circumstances were these :

—

Among the party of Tories and Indians captured at Shoe-

maker's under Lieutenant Butler, vv^ns a singular being named

Hon-Yost Schuyi.kr. His place of residence was near the

Little Falls, where his mother and a brother named Nicholas,

were then residing. Hon-Yost Schuyler was one of the

coarsest and most ignorant men in the valley, appearing scarce

half removed from idiocy ; and yet there was no small sliare of

shrewdness in his character. Living upon the extreme border

of civilization, his associations had been more witi\ the Indians

than the whit s ; and tradition avers that they regarded him

with that mysterious reyerence and awe with which they are

inspiied by fools and lunatics. Thus situated and thus con-

stituted, Hon-Yost had partially attached himself to the Royalist

cause, though probably, like the Cow ^oys of West Chester, he

really cared little which party he served or plundered ; and

had he been the captor of the unfortunate Andre, would have

balanced probabilities as to the best way of turning the prize to

nccoimt. Be these things, however, as they may, Hon Yost

was »yiptured, with Walter Butler, and, like him, was tried for

his life, adjudged guilty, and condemned to death. His mother

and brother, hearing of his situation, hastened to Fort Dayton,

nnd implored General Arnold to spare his life. The old wo-

man strongly resembled the gipsey in her character, and the

eloquence and pathos with which she pleaded for the life of lier

* Letter above cited from Arnold to General Galea, Vide RetiiRmbrancer, 1777

pn<^i> 444.
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son were long remembered in the unwritten history of theMohawk Valley. Arnold was for a time moxorable, and thewoman became almost frantic with griefand passion on account
of her wayward son. Nicholas, likewise, exerted himself to the
utmost m behalf of his brother. At length General Arnold
proposed terms upon which his life should be spared. The
conditions were, that Hon-Yost should hasten to Fort Schuyler
and so alarm the camp of St. Deger as to induce him to raise
the siege and fly. The convict-traitor gladly accepted the
proposition, and his mother offered herself as a hostage for the
faithful performance of his commission. Arnold, however
declined receiving the woman as a hostage, preferring and in-
sisting that Nicholas should be retained for that purpose To
this the latter readily assented, declaring that he was perfectly
willing to pledge his life that Hon-Yost would fulfil hisencraJ-
ments to the utmost. Nicholas was, therefore, placed in^Jn-
finement, while Hon-Yost departed for the camp of Colonel St
Loffcr-having made an arrangement with one of the Oneida
hidians, friendly to the Americans, to aid him in the enterprise
Before his departure several shots were fired through Schuyler's
clothes, that he might appear to have had a narrow escape • and
the Oneida Indian, by taking a circuitous route to Fort Schuy-
ler wn^ to fall into the enemy's camp from another direction
and uid Hon-Yost in creating the panic desired. The emissary
first presented himselfamong the Indians, who were in a very
suitable state of mind to be wrought upon by exactly such a
personage. They had been moody and dissatisfied ever since
the battle of Oriskany—neither the success nor the plunder
promised them had been won, and they had previously received
some vague and indefinite intelligence respecting the approach
of Arnold. They had likewise just been holding a pow-wow
or were actually convened in one, for the purpose of consuliiiur
the Manitto touching the dubious enterprise in which thoy
were engaged, when Hon-Yost arrived. Knowing their cha-
racter well, he communicated his intelligence to them in the
most mysterious and imposing manner. Pointing to his riddled
garments, he proved to them how narrow had been his escape
Irom the approaching army of the rebels. When asked the
number of the troops that Arnold was leading against them
lie shook his head mysteriously, and pointed upward to tUo

i Mi
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Icavrs of Iho trops. The reports spread rapidly through tht
camps, and rcachino; the ears of tlie conunander, Hon-Yo'st was
sent llir to the Ifnt of St. Leger himself. Here he was inter-
rogated, md gave information tliat General Arnold, with two
thonsimd men, was so near that he would be upon them within
twonty-fonr hours. Me gave St. Leger a pitiable narrative of
his enplivily, trial, and condemnation to the gallows. It was
whili! on his way to execution, as he alleged, that, finding him-
sj^lf not very closely guarded, he took an opporttmity to effect
his escapo -thinking, at tlie worst, that he could only die, and
it wonid he as well to be shot as hanged. A shower of bullets
had hideod l)eon let fly at him, but fortunately had only wound-
ed his clothes, as the General might see.* Meantime the
Oneidu iiKVsscnger arrived with a belt, and confirmed to the In-
dians all that Schuyler had said ; adding, that the Americans
had no desire to injure the Indians, and were intent only upon
attacking the British troops and rangers. While making his
way to tlio camp of the besiegers, the ingenious Oneida'' had
fallen in with some two or three straggling Indians of his ac-
quaintaiico, to whom he communicated his business, and whose
assistaimo in furthering the design he engaged. These saga-
cious follows dropped into the Indian camp at different points,
and thrnw out alarming suggestions—shaking their heads
mysteriously, and insinuating that a bird had brought them in-

telligence of great moment.t They spoke of warriors in great
luimbors advancing rapidly upon them, and used every indirect
method of infusing a panic into the minds of the listeners who
gathered around tliem. The Indians presently began to give
signs of decamping, and St. Leger assayed in vain'to reassure
them, lie convened a council of their ciiiefs, hoping that by
tli(! inlluenco of Sir John Johnson, and Colonels cFaus and
F^itlor, ho should still be able to retain them. Other re-

ports, of a yot more terrifying tendency, getting afloat, not only
among the Indians but in the other camp, the former declared
that «' the pow-wow said they must go ;" and a portion of them
took thoir departure before the council broke up. The result
was tt general and precipitate flight. It has been stated, that in

• Roinonihrnnrer, for 1777—p. 447-443.
r TravaliofPrcmiluntDwight, vol. iii. p. 105-197.

Ill
-I
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the commencement of the retreat tl,e India..s made tlie.nsHv.smerry at the expense of thei. white allies, hy raisi

g"
that the Americans were upon them, and then lau^hin. a Tl

'

too. place between Co.onei ^^L^^^SSh^^J^^r
fo mer reproachmgthe latter with the defection of the Ind kvhUe the Baronet charged his commander with but an td ferent prosecution of the siege. It was in the gray of wi Ll

'

ZZ !. '
"^^'•'^^'^^"^^ th« interchange of sharp words

s;.i^erands^,:;;^:f;:^—
::;:s

possible expedition upon hearing such an alarm The r Inwore equally nimble of foot oif the occasio tluJw Zthoir knapsacks and arms, and disencumbering th n Svel of

:.::Ta ictr ^^^ ^•^^'^"'^^
=
^^""« ^^^ Indians :::;;;tie panic .u,d confusion, repeated the joke by the way until

robWng the officers of whatsoever ,C\kJ w^Z"
"'7''

Colonel St. Leger to the garrison, in some degree wreaked

* Travels of President Dwight, vol. iii. p. ,95-197,
T British Universal Ma-razino. IndeeH qt t „ .

treat, addressed to Generaf Bur:oy„e rl Ost^. T" '' '''" '^'^''«'«'"« '«
responds very closely with the A^mericanT ?= .'

°" ""' ^^'^ "*" ^"S"«». «=«'•-

been drawn. He states that th^lZsfTr "i
""*.""^ ''"^''"' "^^'"''^ ""^^

Hecate .ore forinidahie than t^: rr/t, ::tr;rT^'^
''^"^^' ""^

I'owever, to suppose that there was anv Hlffi V "^ "^ '"^"^^ "° ''OO"',

'""-'r-ca.l,n;''hi,„ "his ;;,an ;:!,' -T'^; :7l"
^'^ John Johnson and

'"d'-ce the Indians ngain ,0 meet the enZ ^'.""V
"""'''"- '"' '^•^^^''°"« '»

Butler.
" ™''' ""^ ^"''">' "^ «'«« "'"se of Colonels Claua and

f^ I,
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upon his o^vn army. Hon-Yost Schuyler accompanied the

flying host to the estuary of Wood Creek, where he deserted,

threading his way back to Fort Schuyler the same evening

—

imparting to Colonel Gansevoort his first information of the

advance of Arnold.* From Fort Schuyler, Hon-Yost proceeded

back to the German Flatts. On presenting himself at Fort

Dayton, his brotlier was discharged, to the inexpressible juy of

his mother and their relatives. But he proved a Tory in grain.

and embraced the flrst opportunity subsequently presented,

which was in October, of running away to the enemy, witli

several of his neighbors, and attaching himself to the forces of

Sir John Johnson, t

Immediately on the receipt of Colonel Gansevoort's despatch

announcing St. Leger's retreat. General Arnold pushed for-

ward a detachment of nine hundred men, with directions, if

possible, to overtake the fugitives, and render their flight still

more disastrous. On the day following, Arnold himself arrived

at the fort, where he was received with a salute of artillery and

the cheers of the brave garrison. He, of course, found that

Gansevoort had anticipated his design of harassing the rear of

the flying enemy, and had brought in several prisoners, together

with large quantities of spoil. + So great was their panic, and

such the preciphancy of their flight, that they left their tents

standing, their provisions, artillery, ammunition, their entire

camp equipage, and large quantities of other articles enhancing

the value of the booty.§

Thus ended the siege of Fort Schuyler, or Fort Stanwix, as

the public have always preferred calling it. St. Leger hastened

with his scattered forces back to Oswego, and thence to Mon-

treal. From that post he proceeded to Lake Champlain, pass-

ing up the same to Ticonderoga, for the purpose of joining the

army of Burgoyne. Finding that the enemy had evacuated the

country between the fort and Lake Ontario, and that the post

could be in no immediate danger from that direction, Colonel

Letter of Colonel Gansevoort to General Arnold.

t After the close of the contest, Hon-Yost returned to the Mohawk Valley, and

resided there until his death—which event occurred about twenty years since.

t Letter of Arnold to General Gates, Aug. 24, 1777.

§ Among other articles was the escritoire of St Leger himself, containing his pri-

vate papers, several of which have been used by the author in writing this and tho

preceding cbaoters.

lit
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Gansevoort took the onnorfimit,. .r • •.• , .
"y, and a, ,hc s.„, ofZ s I ° "''' "' '"'"'

a. Kingston. hLL It',*-
'"'""'''''• ""'" '"'' '"S'"''^od

only from conteo nomZr '"°" ~'''''"'' "^ "Pl*"'^ ""'

n>oLnddr:rs:.:Hrti-''.r
''"'"'

"'° '"'"•""^

.un. ,0 resun,e hi. oo„,m°"d _ '' ®°™°"' "" >"'' ""

" ll"» garrison," .rdesD^oltv I'T"*'
'^" "'"° >""' '""<' ''"™

both to the Southward and NorTrrd P l,"'"'""
''"'"''

with victory to Americi .nd T T^ ^''^ terminates

i;. t.us ca4i,^r^uii.
:::^[; ri- ^rrr '"

denceofthe United States and fl,«r 1

^''^"''' ^^^ Indepen-

,i^,. and m,e„i. r'tr.'i't:!^,!;:::t^^
ward pro,„o,«i i„ .hesSet^h*^ ' ^" T' ^'•°"'!' """-

con„„,ss,o„ fr„,„ c„,„ress in Ure „n„y ofte uLL s.^ ?

T 1 iiere si3erns to have bepn Hiim.fi,:„» _ i- .

I" a ieu. which Co.,.no. GansZ:'^SeSw ^wT'"' ';^
""' ^'""™-'™-

n,w Morri, a copy „f which is preservS ™„L p^ IT "^k"
""' °°"^^'-

gross have done me the honorofappointingrklonX'^'.''^^^^

any pay,W that commission, other ZJcoCZZl^'' •

*"" *" ^^^'^^
Yorkers, .nd if not, I should be glad if you .vould Pni

''"""'"' "'' ^^«'^-

1-ved n.e. as my present pay will ^ot inZ e mv ahrr
'" "'' ^"'"'"'''"8 «'-

w. II conceive to he something considerable as nZn: T""' f""'
^"'" """^

toi.s to make money by my commission • h,.f
^""'^ "^ ''^''^'-

' «"i not sobV:

^i..'H
.

do now. Tie L.rr,^::^Xii!^:t::::z"
'' "

-- '

Of ^- .0.,., su,ects me as much to the co^man^:?ZZ^J:Z::Z

*; :
,' '
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Oti leaving his regiment, its officers presented him with r.n nf-

feclioiiate letter of congratiilatioa on his promotion, miMgled
with an expression of tlieir rcirret at the loss to the re<riin(;ni of
"so worthy a patron." To which the Colonel returned an
appropriate letter of thajiks.* The people of Tryon County
were of course rejoiced, that the blow, directed, as the enemy
supposed, with nnerring certainty against them, had been avert-

ed. They had suffered severely in the campaign
; but there

were enough of her sons yet left to swell the ranks of General
Gates not a little

; and they pressed ardently to join his standard,
although circumstances did not then require them long to re-

main in the field.

In October following, when Sir Henry Clinton was ascending
the Hudson for the purpose either of succoring, or of co-ope'-

rating with, Burgoyne, Colonel Gansevoort was ordered to

Albany by General Gates, to take command of the large force

then concentrating at that place. Happily, as will appear in

the succeeding chapters, there was no occasion to test his

prowess in his new and temporary command.

any former one. If that was the intention of Congress, the appointment is nugatory.
If not, I wish Congress to alter the commission."

• The following is a copy of the address referred to in tlie text :—"Honored Sir.
From a just sense of that conduct which has hitherto been so connpicuously shown
to advance the third New-York regiment to honor and public notice, we congratii-
late you that those characteristics which so eminently point out the gentleman ond
soldier, have by your personal bravery been deservedly noticed by our bleeding coun-
try. Although we rejoice at your promotion, yet we cannot but regret the loJs of so
worthy a patron. That the prosperity which has crowned your conduct with victory
may still be continued, is the sincere wish and prayer of, honored Sir, your most
obedient and very humble servants," It was signed by twenty-six officers. Colon.l
Gansevoort replied as follows.—"Gentlemen: Your pohte address on i ly promo-
tion merits my aincerest thanks. Gratitude, I hope, shall never be wai tin" in me
to the third N. Y. regiment, who have, by their Hrmness and disciplii e, been the
chief authors of my promotion. Therefore, Gentlemen, please to accept ,ny warmest
wishes for the prosperity of the corps, that all their virtuous endeavors in the defence
of their bleeding country may be crowned with honor and success, which will always
be the earnest prayer of, Gentlemen, your most obliged, humble servant."

'I I

^1*



CHAPTER XII.

Reciirrcnco to the invnn;.... „<• o

B.t.le and v.,.,nry of D.h, mm'h II,. '_ ,',
"
r'r"''''' "^'ni-s ,.nlr,.nch~

chocw, i. Is v; L r
, :;^,tji'

-, "''" --« "f vic.„„,

.nand of t e S^; n
^"''' '' "-^"*" ^"""^ it, com-"' uie i\oitIi(3rn Department—Goiierni S,.!,., iwhose w,se rne.as„res and ind.fati.ahle o er.?',. H^^

^^ '°
was ,na,nly indebted for arrestin^^th n ot 'so n

"""^'^
and durinnr whose command the v" tn^ ^r » "^ ^^"""S^oyne,

been won by General St r ,
/''',«'>^«* Bennington had •

persododb,Lpr;::iSw^:^^^^^
:?;;:;r"^^

-
the present year, been a very unwise .nworthv^'

"^"""^

•nterference, on the part of cln^reL "i^nu'^^'""^^^^^^
department. On the a^th nfMrT' ^o^imand of this

General Gates lJ:^^Ir^:;::'Z:j^-r' ^''''''''

officer, by order of Congress
; and on tL 2 7 7^^'" "'r^any expressed motive, General s^,,"

"^^^ ''^^'^y. without

-nmandofthaUcp^tmrt? ^I^lZ^^f '^ ^^^

wns resolved by Cono-ress thnt rl I T,
^'^ «f August, it

•0 head-quartefs vX hi n "'''i
^^"^'''' ^''""'^ ^^P^'^

same resohuioMi" c^^d o
,^~'f-'-hief M,as, by the

should think p op toMsume .'" ^'"'"'^' ""^''^ ^' '^«

* Merroin. ofGener,! Wilkinson, vol. i. p. ,6S.
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cer who would be most likely to restore iiarmony, order, and

discipline, and to relieve our airairs in that qnnrter.* We have,

in ii Ibrnier chapter, referred to (he prejudices exisiin<r asjainst

General Schuyler, and the causes of them. These had now

becorr.e so strong, and the BJastern States, in particular, were

so hostile to his longer continuance in the command, that even

his friends accjuiesccd in the expediency, though not in tlie

justice, of his renioval.t General Schuyler himself, however, lolt

acutely tiie discredit of being recalled at the most critical and

interesting period of the campaign ; when the labor and activity

of making preparations to repair the disasters of it had hi'cu

expended by him
; and when an opportunity was offered, as he

observed, for that resistance and retaliation which might brmg

glory upon our arms.t

The Commander-in-chief paid no heed to the advisory epistle

from the New England delegates, but in a respectful letter to

the President of Congress, declined the honor ^ f making the

selection.§ Had he not thus excused himself, it is not presunip-

Sparlta's Life and Cor. of Wnshington, vol. v. p. 14. The original of this Icltot

to Wasliiiii^lon is in the hand-writing of Samuel Adam?, and is Bi,^ned by the lol-

loH'ing nunii's, in ;he order in which they here stand, viz: John Adains, Nutliaiiitl

Folsoin, Samuel Adams, Henry Marchant, Elbridge Gerry, Eliphulet Dyer, AViU

iiam Williams.

t Marshall.

I Address ol Chancellor Kent before the New- fork Historical Society, Dec. 182S.

The calumnies o rected against St. Clair and Schuyler, in regard to the fall of Ticon-

deroga, were so gross as to exceed beli uf in their propagation. These officers were de-

nounced as traitors to the country, acting in concert with the enemy, and the ignorant

and credulous were led to be'ieve that they had received an immense treasure in silver

balls, fired by Burgoyneinto St. Clair's camp, and by his order; •• ked up, and traoB-

mitted fo Schuyler at Fort George. Wilkinson, who was Gates's Adjutant Gencml,

avers that resprctable people questioned him with much gravity as to the fact I

These slanders were, for factious purposes, countenanced bv respectable men, ami

the consequence waa, genera! defection end desertion, in the early partoftheSumm'T,

so that, at on time, t'i' Northern army was reduced to less than three thousand,

and the militia to les an thirteen hundred—and these subject to no effectual re-

straint.

§ "At the same tuno i!\:. '. flii,jresF -^ thanks for the high mark of confi'Icnce

which Congress has b .-i \s'r; :(!' pose in me by their resolve, authorising me to

send an officer to con.:>r. -d ;! Nnthern army, i 'culd wish to be excused from

making the appointmi^f.i, Foi t'cis, many reasons .night be mentioned, which. I nin

persuaded, will occur to Congress on reflection. The Northern epartment in a

great measure has been considered as sepuralc, and more peculiarly under tlifir 'li-

rection ; and the olfieers commanding there always under their nomination. I havo

never interfered farther than merely to advise, and to give such aids as were williiii
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•on ever d,,,, und:\tC Xror'c
"°'"''''

"" ^'''"="
Imvo inodo « di i,.n ,„ „.

,.""• "' """Cicico, ta would

Gencr.1 r.,L i,"
™'

,M
"

'' """""'"'l' P'''"'"""'.

un,„ ,1,0 l«,„ ;Vu. ,r;,' "°H
'"'" "'" ''°""«"' '^S'

.era, Gc„cr„l Scl,,,vlo.r^ d,,",,??"
'""'»«"• " "-"-q.-r-

-". .i.e,„>pr„„„,i„„ i«,h „ :i „™:" »' ">« ':<""^
clue), ,i,i,j| „f|„ ,1, e,,„,„„i„„ , I ,

,
<-"ranMnder-i,|.

e.«rtio„» the loss n,,,i„

'

"" '"' '""'Y' N»' wore his
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noon on the 19th, advanced in full force njrainst it—the latter

having, in the mean tiino, advanced toward tlie enemy three

miles above Stillwater. Bnrgoyne commanded his right win'f

in person, covered by General Frazer and Colonel Breyman
with the grenadiers and light-infantry, who were posted niono

some higli grounds on the right. The front and flanlcs were
covered by Indians, Provincials, and Canadians. The enemy's
left wing and artillery were commanded by Generals Pliiliips

and Riedesel, who proceeded along the great road. Colonel
Morgan, who was detached to observe their motions, and to

harass them as they advanced, soon fell in with their pickets

in advance of their right wing, attacked them sharply and
drove them in. A strong corps was immediately detached by
the enemy against Morgan, who, after a brisk engagement, was
in turn compelled to give way. A regiment being ordered to

the assistance of Morgan, whose riflemen had been sadly scat-

tered by the vigor of the attack, the battle was renewed at about
one o'clock, and was maintained with spirit, though with occa-

sional pauses, for three hours—the connnanders on both sides

aipporting and reinforcing their respective parties. By four

o'clock the battle became general, Arnold, with nine Continen-
tal regiments and Morgan's corps, having completely cngigod
the whole right wing of the enemy.* The contest, accideiit;illy

commenced, in the first instance, now assumed the most obsti-

nate and determined character. It was maintained four hours

longer—the soldiers being often engaged hand to hand. The
approach of night terminated the battle—the Americans retreat-

ing to their encampment, but not from other necessity than

t?ie darkness. The enemy were provided with artillery, but

the ground occupied by the Americans would not allow llio

* Holmes, who follows Stedman. Gcnernl Wilkinson denies that Arnold slmn

d

much in this buttle. lie says .---"Not a single general officer was on the (1. Id of

battle on the 19lh, until evening, when General Larned was ordered out. Almiit

the same time Generals Gates and Arnold were in fiont of the centre of the currip,

listening to the peal of small arms, when Colonel Morgan Lewis, deputy quarter-

master General, returned from the field, and being questioned by the Genend, lie

reported the undecisive progress of the action—at which Arnold exclaimed, ' liy G—
f will put an end to il,' and clapping spurs to his horse, galloped o.'" at full speed.

Colonel Lewis immediately observed to Geuer-il Gates, ' You had betler order liiin

l)aek, the action is going well, and he may lij' •-'omo rash net do mischief.' 1 «:i3

instantly despatched, overtook, and remanded Arnold to camp."—.WchioiV.!, ro/. i.

r/)u;i. vi.
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e le t of the American army, or on tho enemy's rij^ht •"
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doubts, which, in the mosteliorible positions, were strengthened
with batteries. The engineer having tlie direction of the
American worlcsat Behmus's Heights, was the celebrated PoUsh
patriot, Thaddeus Kosciusko, who had alto served in the same
capacity at Ticonderoga.

The action of the i9th of September had again essentially
diminished the strength of Burgoyne, added to which were the
great and increasing difficulties of ot^taining supplies, and the
perpetual annoyances to which he was subjected by the Ameri-
can scouts, and still larger detachments, who were attacking
his pickets, hanging upon his flanks, and cutting off his
foraging parties. By the 4th of October his supplies were so
far reduced that the soldiers were placed upon short allowance,
and his position was in other respects becoming so critical,

that, hearing nothing from Sir Henry Clinton, for whose co-
operation from New-York he had been waiting since the battle
of the 19th, the idea of advancing was relinquished, and instead
thereof, discussions were held respecting the practicability of
a retreat. This could only be done by first dislodging the
Americans, whose forces, disciplined and undisciplined, now far

out-numbered his own, from their posts on the heights. On
the 4th of October, Burgoyne sent for Generals Phillips,

Riedesel, and Frazer, to consult with them on the best measures
to be taken. His project was to attack and attempt to turn the
left wing of the Americans at once ; but the other Generals
judged that it would be dangerous to leave their stores under
so feeble a protection as eight hundred men, according to the
proposition of their commander. A second consultation was held
on the 5th, at which General Riedesel positively declared that

the situation of the army had become so critical, that they mu.st

either attack and force the entrenchments of Gates, and thus
bring about a favorable change of afiiiirs, or recross the Hudson,
and retreat upon Port George. Fraser approved of the latter

suggestion, and Phillips declined giving an opinion. General
Burgoyne, to whom the idea of retreating was most unwelcome,
declared that he would make, on the 7th, a reconnoisancc as

near as possible to the left wing of the Americans, with a view
of ascertaining whether it could be attacked with any prospect of
success. He would afterward either attack the army of Gates,
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bchiria a fence in the rear of their first position ; but, being

again attacked with great audacity in front and flanks by su-

perior numbers, resistance became vain, and the whole hue,

commanded by Burgoyne in person, gave way, and made a

precipitate and disorderly retreat to his camp.* The riglit of

Burgoyne had given way first, the retreat of which wns covered

by tlie light infantry and a part of the 24th regiment. Tiie

loft wing in its retreat would inevitably have been cut to pieces,

but for the intervention of the same troops, performing in its

behalf the same service that, a few moments before, they had

done for the right. This retreat took place in exactly fifty-two

minutes after the first shot was fired—the enemy leaving two

twelve and six six pounders on the field, with the loss of more

than four hundred officers and men, killed, wounded, and cap-

tured, and among them the flower of his officers, viz: General

Frazer, Major Ackland,t Sir Francis Cook, and many others.

>'(ii' 'Wl'

mi"

11'

l>

* Memoirs of Gciieml Wilkinson.

t Idem. General Wilkinson gives an interesting incident respcctinj; Major Ack-

laiiil. W liile pursuing the flying enemy, passing over killed end wounded, he heard a

voice rxclnim—"Protect me, sir, against this boy !'' Turning his head, he saw a l-.in.

thirteen or fo irteen years of age, deliberately aiming at a wounded officer, lying in

the angle of a worm-fence. The purpose of the boy was arrested—the officer

proved to be the brave Ackland who had commanded the grenadiers, and was

wounded in both legs. He was immediately sent to head-quarters. The slory of

Major Ackland has been rendered familiar to all, even before escaping the nursery,

by the interesting narrative of Lady Harriet, his wife, who was with the army, and

who, two (lays after the battle, came to the American camp, under a flag, to join her

hushiind. The incident, from the embellishments it received, was touching and ro-

niiiiitic. When divested of its poetry, however, and reduced to the plain matter uf

fact, according to the statement of the late General Dearborn, which he authorized

Wilkinson to publish in his memoirs, the affiiir was not so very extraordinary that

it might not have been enacted by any other pretty woman under the same circuni-

stances, who loved her husband. Major Ackland had already been sent down to

Albany, when Lady Harriet arrived at the camp of General Gates. She was

treated with all possible courtesy, and permitted to follow and join him. Major

Ackland was a gallant officer and a generous foe. While in New-York, on his

parole, he did ail in his power to favor the treatment of distinguished American

prisoners. After his return to Kngland, he sacrificed his life in defence of Ameriran

lionor. Having procured a regiment, at a dinner of nrilitary men, the courage of

the Americans was questioned. He repelled the imputation with decision. Hich

words ensued, in the course of which Ack iand gave the lie direct to a subordinate offi-

cpr named Lloyd. A meeting was the consequence, in which he was shot Ihrouoh the

head. Lady Flarriet lost her senses, and continued deranged two years ; after which

ihn married a gentleman named Brudenell, who had accompanied her from Oie camp

of nurgoynp, at Sarato^'a, to that of Gates, in seurch ofhcr wounded husband.
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t Holmes.
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modiiitoly ninvod forward, and took possession of tlie abnn
doncd ciiinp. IJiirgoyne having condensed liis force upon some
heights which wn-Q strong by nature, and covered in front by
a raviiio running parallel with the entrenchment of his late
camp, a random fire of artillery and small arms was kept up
throngh the day—particularly on the part of the enemy's sharp-
shooters and Provincials, who were stationed in coverts of the
ravine, which rendered their fira annoying to every person
crossing (heir line of vision.* It was by a shot Irom one of
tliesG lurking parties, that General Lincoln, late m the day,
received a severe wound in the leg while riding near the line.

The gallant Frazer, who had been mortally wounded the
day holbre, died at 8 o'clock on the morning of the 8th. On
the evening of his fall, when it was rendered certain that he
could not recover, he sent for General Burgoyne, and requested
that he miglit ho buried at 6 o'clock the following evening, on
the crest of u hill upon which a breastwork had been con-
structed. It was a subject of complaint against Burgoyne, that
in order to comply with this request, he delayed his retreat, and
thus conlrihuted to the misfortunes of his army. Be that as it

may, the dying soldier's request was observed to the letter. At
the hour appointed the body was borne to the hill that had
been indicated, attended by the Generals and their retinues;
the fuiKsral service was read by the Chaplain

; and the corpse
inferroil, while the balls of the American cannon were flying
around imd above the assembled mourners.!

sho BufruriHl morfl tlmn llie horrors of iho grave in Ihcir most friohtfiil nspflct." Her
Mpm„ir« wtiri> piil.li«h«l in Berlin in 1800. They are full of interest. Some ol
the ilisircMMiiiu Hncni'S which attended the close of Biirgoyne's campni.jn ore so
grnpliieiilly |„|,| t,y t|,e Biiioncss, and nffl.rd such striking illustrations of the horrors
of war, (hill (Ik, anlhor him ventured to transfer a few pages to the Appendix of the
present viilmniv See Appendix, No. IX.

• IMiMimirnofnencrBl Wilkinson.

t 'l"hn Bariini'NN Iliedesel, from wliose spirited Memoirs »he circumstances of this

funrriil arc drawn, sfateH that General Gates protested afterward that had he known
what wa* giiiiijj on, he would have stopped the fire immediately. It must have tieen

a solemn uprctailo, and General Burooyne himself described it with his usual clo-

quenco and fdiclly of expression .-—"The incessant cannonade during the solein

nity
;

thfi utendy sttitude and unaltered voice yitli which the chaplaFn officiated,

thoiiyh freipiently covered with dust, which the shot threw up on all sides of him;
the inuto hut (ixpressivp mixture of sensibility and indignation upon every counte-
nance

;
thimi) olijeclH will remain to the last of life upon the mind of every man win

was pruauiit. Tlio growing duskiness added to the Beenerv, end tlie wLdIg marked
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of that work, and were well provided with artillery. TJms
etiviro.iU'd with diflicuities, which were increasinir f3very hour,

his ellectivu Ibrco reduced to less than three thousand five iuin-

dred men,—the American army increasing every moment,

and novv forming an almost entire circle aroimd him,— harassed

at all points, especially by the sharp-shooters who hovered

about him,—Burgoyne was driven to the necessity of entering

into a convention with General Gates, which was done by the

unanimous consent of a general council of his officers. The
preliminaries were soon adjusted ; and on the 17th of October,

the royal army surrendered prisoners of war. At the opening

of the campaign, the army of Burgoyne numbered nine thou-

sand two hundred and thirteen men. The number that laid

down their arms, was five thousand seven hundred and fifty-

two. His Indian allies had all, or nearly all, abandoned him
several days before.

On the same day that the articles of capitulation were car-

ried into etfect, Burgoyne, with his general olFicers, was re-

ceived in the quarters of General Gates, and entertained by him
at dinner. They were received with the utmost courtesy, and

with the consideration due to brave but unfortunate men.

The conversation was unrestrained, affiible, and free.* Indeed,

the conduct of Gates throughout, after the terms of the surren-

der had been adjusted, was marked with equal delicacy and

magnanimity, as Burgoyne himself admitted in a letter to the

Earl of Derby. In that letter, the captive General particularly

mentioned one circumstance which, he said, exceeded all he

had ever seen or read of on a like occasion. It was the fact,

that when the British soldiers had marched out of their camp

to the place where they were to pile their arms, not a man oj

the American troops was to be seen—General Gates having

ordered his whole army out of sight, that not one of them

'" 'HM '

HI "

''}:i>

Memoirs of the Baroness de Ricdescl. The first meeting of Burgoyne with Gates

is thus described by Wilkinson :— " General Gates, advised of Biirgoyne's approach,

met him at the head of his camp—Burgoyne in a rich royal uniform, and Gates in u

plain blue frock ; when they had approached nearly within sword's length, they

reined up and halted. I then named the gentlemen, and General Burgoyne, raising

his hat most gracefully, said—'The fortune of war, General Gates, has mode me

your prisoner;' to wliich the conqueror, returning a courtly salute, promptly replied

—'I shall always be ready to bear testimony that it has not been through any fault

ol' your Excellency.'"
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should be a spectator of the humiliation of the British troopsnor offer the smallest insult to the vanquished. This Is aTo!
finemont o dehcacy, „„d of n.ilitary j^onerosity and noliteiL'sS
reflectm, the h.ghest credit upon the conqulor; 'ad vis

:rpro:ln^-
'"' ''''''' '' '''''-'- ^" '^^ --^-- -- "^

ItJUS, perhaps, no fault of General Gates, that he had beerx
jnac d n command at the North just at the auspicious mo-
ent when the discomfiture of Burgoyne was no longer nro-blemafca

.
He was ordered by Congress to the stalon andperformed h.s duty well. But it is no less true that the laurelswon by hun ought to have been harvested by Schuvler Genend (then Colonel) WHlcinson, who was notLl anttive of!

facer n. hat campaign, but a member of Gates's own military

a n tla no only had the army of Burgoyne been essentially
disabled by the loss of a heavy detachment, artillery and bag^
?age, and by the defeat of the Hessians at Bennington beforethe arnval o Gates, but that the repulse of St. Leger Ltlt"

to t e'we ; r"^"^'
'" '^'""' ^^'"'^ '^'^'y '-d b-n restored

hV I " '°"'''''' ""'^ '^'' P^"'^ ''^'^'^y <^«»««d to subsideHe hkew.se mamtams that after the reverses at the North now.en. just.ce attributable to him, and before the arrival ofGtes the zeal patr.ot.s,n, and salutary arrangements of Gene
ral Scl uyler had vanquished the prejudices' excited againsth.n.

;

that by the defeat of Baum and St. Leger, Schuy efhadbeen enabled to concentrate and oppose bis ^hde Continentai^rceaga.nst the..ainbodyofthe ene.ny
; and that byTmas before the arrival of Gates, the friends of the Revolut o^,'had been re-an..nated a.id excited to manly resistand while

. a berents of the royal cause were intimidated aid hdhrunk mto s. ence and inactivity. From these premises which
.nd.sputable, it is no more than a fair deduction to Ivthat tne same force which enabled Gates to subdue the Bri!

of the Ne,v England men deshedTlZ n
'""' ''"^'^ ""^^ " «""'« ^ew

Bcin, asked ^Ji^Tr^lS'Z^::^^:^^ ''"'' '"' '""^ "" ''-^•

tho, weld only tar and feather him nn,. if u
"" "" '""""e^of harm;

ownempt,.Jr.harre,J:Jr::5T;irot:^^^^^^^^^^^
*' -'' '-"^ ^"SSesUon rau.t have b.ea merely 'the sportive sally of a vi'ag

""^'

'1 ¥.
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" tish army, would have produced a similar effect under tho

" orders of General Schuyler ; since tho operations of the Ciim-

" puign did not involve a single instance of professional skill,

" and the triumph of the American arms was accomplished by

"the physical force and valor of the troops, under the pro-

"tection and dikkction of the God of bai-tles."*

Flushed with his fortuitous success, or rather with the suc-

cess attending his fortuitous position, Gates did not wear his

honors with any remarkable meekness. On the contrary, his

bearing even toward the Commander-in-chief was far from

respectful. He did not even write to Washington on the occa-

sion, until after a considerable time had elapsed. In the first

instance Wilkinson was sent as the bearer of despatches to

Congress, but did not reach the seat of that body until fifteen

days after the articles of capitulation had been signed
; and

three days more were occupied in arranging his papers before

they were presented.! The first mention which Washington
makes of the defeat of Burgoyne, is contained in a letter written

to his brother on the 18th of October—the news havinsr been

communicated to him by Governor Clinton. He spoke of the

event again on the 19th, in a letter addressed to General Put-

nam. On the 25th, in a letter addressed to that officer, he

acknowledges the receipt of a copy of the articles of capitulation

from him—adding, that that was the first authentic intelligence

he had received of the affair, and that he had begun to grow

uneasy, and almost to suspect that the previous accounts were

premature. And it was not until the 2d of November that

Gates deigned to cominunicate to the Commander-in-chief a

word upon the subject, and then only incidentally, as though it

were a matter of secondary importance, t

* Wilkinson's Memoirs, vol. i. chap. v.

f Spariis. "It was on this occasion that one of the members mad.. ;. .notion in

Congress, that they should compliment Colonel Wilkinson with the gift of a pair of

spurs."

t Idem. All that Gates said upon the subject in the letter referred to, was

comprised in these few words :
—" Congress having been requested immediately to

transmit copies of all my despatches to them, I am confident your Excellency has

long ago received all the good news from this quarter." Two days before this, in a

letter directed to Gates, Washington had administered one of those mild and digni-

fied rebukes so very like himse'f. In this letter, written in reference to a special

mission of Colonel Hamilton to the North, the Commander-in-chief said :—" By

this opportunity I do myself the pleasure to congratulate you on the signal success
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General Scliuyler was in the camp with Gatps at tho tim„ i

the surrender, though without an/person.^ c 1 .

'";
when Bur^oyne. with h.s ,.neral omcers. arrived Trii.vthey were the guests of Schuyler, by whom they we e eld

u.mity of his character, smarluig as he was under the extentand severity of his pecuniary losses, are attested hv r

T

Burgoyne himself. i„ his speech in 778 in he BritL Nof Commons. He there declared fhit . V / "''"'^

" good dvvelling^iouse eLeed^ro^la l.\^' u
''^'''' " ^ ^^^^^

"mills, and o.h^r out- i iX "fo the'v^^^^^^^^^^^^

;of.in.OOOsterli.g,»helon:in^:'G::^^^^^P^

co„.e,,.,o„ ,v„. ^g„ed, wa. General Schuyler; and wte,!/pressing; to Inm his regret at the event whieh I J,
*""''"'-

- property, General Sehnyler desi ed hto "to ttakT
'"

;;of .t, and ,h« the oce,tsio; justified it, air n'To t™ "I

duni
ig my whole stay in Albany, with a table of morMha„venty covers for me and my friends, and every other possf"ble demonstration of hospitality."!

X omer possi-

of the army under your command, in compelling General B„r<,nv„ a u- , .
force to surrender themselves prisoners of waP" .

^"/S^yne and h.s whole
the same time I cannot but recret tiiat a mn»t», „'r u • .

* "At

.Jto. brfu» ,J^J7:l%''': P-.'i*— t"^ h CtancrfW Ken. in U._ -1— ««'- «OiK HiatoncaJ isociety.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Sir Henry Clinton'n nttcmpt to co-oprrntn with Biirijoyne—Rfnrming of Fort* Clin-

ton HncI Montijomery— Biirnina of TFNopns— Hi>view of military npKrulions ••!«(!-

when:—Rx|ii-diti>n lo l\i(!knkill—Of Gov. Tryon to Dunliiiry—Progrt'iiH of Sir

Williiim Howe in Pennsylvaniii—Batllt' of Brandy wini:—MBosncreoftlm Piiuli

—

Biittlo of Onrnriiintown— Dciith of Count Dnno|i—Murder of Cnptnin Dtitz nnd

family at Berne—John Taylor—Lady Jolinnon ordi^rcd lo have Alhany— Exan-

perntion of Sir John— Attempts lo ahdiict Mr. Taylor—An Indian nndAvhile man
Dribed to nssassinato Genrral Stluiyier—Fresh alarms in Tryon County—Ad-
dress of Con<»rc8» to the Si.x Nations—Thu appeal produces no effect—Articles

of confederation—Close of the year

Simultaneously with the events rapidly sketched in the

preceding chapter, nn expedition from New-York to the North

was undertaken hy Sir Henry Clinton, to which an incidental

reference has already been made. The obvious intention of

Sir Henry was to relieve General Burgoyne ;* but it whs un-

dertaken at too late a period to render liim any assistance ; a

fact admitted by Sir Henry himself, who excused the delay by

stating that he could not attempt it sooner without leaving the

defences of New-York too feebly guarded. This expedition

consisted of about three thousand men, convoyed by a fleet un-

der Commodore Hotham, who proceeded up the Hudson river

early in October, and was destined, in the first instance, against

Forts Montgomery and Clinton, near the Southern boundary of

the highlands. These fortresses had been constructed chiefly for

the purpose of preventing the ships of the enemy from r end-

insr the river, and were not defensible in the rear. Thev

were commanded by Governor Clinton, with the assistance of

General James Clinton, his brother.

The troops of the enemy were landed at Stoney Point,

twelve miles below the forts. A small advanced party of the

Americans was met and attacked at about 10 o'clock in the

morning of the 6th of October, when within two and a half

miles of the fort. This party was of course driven in, having

returned the enemy's fire.t When arrived within a mile of

the forts, Sir Henry divided his troops into two columns ;
the

one, consisting of nine hundred men under Lieutenant Colonel

• Letter from Washington to General Putnam, Oct. 10, 1777.

T Letter from Governor Clinton to the Committee of Safety, Oct, 7, 1777.
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Campbell, was destined for ti.e attack on Fort Montgomery •

the other, under the immediate command of Sir Henry ClTr ton'was to storm the stronger post of Fort Clinton.- Ascertain

^

that the enemy were udvancing to the west side of the nZ
tarn, to artac^. his rear. Governor Clinton ordered a d Ihm nt"of upward of one hnndred men, under Col. Lan.b, to.ethe wa brass neld-p.ece and fifty men more, to take a s ron. posiln

le^T fi I

'
'^"''

'T'^"'"
''^' ''''' "^ their assistance. They

*
kept their field-p.ece sharply playin. upon the enemy's advanc^•n? CO umn, and were only co.upj-od to ,ive way by til pZ
ed it' rtli r"r"'

their field-piece before they relinquis !

was severe.
'^""''""'""'y «"'^°""'" ^he loss of Sir Henry

Pressing rapidly onward, both forts were in a few minutesattacked With vigor upon all sides. The fire was in«
durn.g the afternoon until about five o'clock, when a flaTapproachmg, Lieutenant Colonel Livingston was ordered to re-
ceive It. The officer was the bearer o°f a peremptory uml s
to surrender as he alleged, to prevent tiie effusion of blood^or would he treat, unless upon the basis of a surrender of the
garrison as prisoners of war, in which case he was authorised

assure them oi good usage. The proposition beinc rejected
" w.th scorn,"t in about ten minutes thj attack was 'rc^lw dand kept up until after dark, when the enemy forced theAmerican hues and redoubts at both forts, and the garrisons
determined not to surrender, undertook to fight their way out'Ihe las attack of the enemy was desperate

; but the Amoricans m.lum as well as regulars, resisted with great spiritand favored by the darkness, many of them escaped. Governor Clnuon himself escaped by leaping a precipice in the IZIand jumping into a boat, in which he was conveyed awayHis brother was wounded and taken prisoner. Of the British
^,rce.s, Lieutenant Colonel Campbell and Count Grabouski aPolish nobleman, engaged as a volunteer under Sir Heni^v
were slain. The loss of the Americans, killed, wounded, and
missing, was stated at two hundred and fifty. The British loss

* Flolmea.

thil Sa^<2;^I^'"°" '° '"^ ^"""^" °^ «^'^'^' '^^ -'^<^ t.. fi.cts of

If
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was stated at two hundred, but was believed to have been much

more than that of the Americans.*

On the 7tli, a summons to surrender, signed jointly by Sir

Henry Clinton and Commodore Hotham, was sent to Fort Con-

stitution ;t but the flag was fired upon, and returned. To

avenge the insult, an attack was immediately determined upon,

but on arriving at the fort on the following day, there was no

• enemy to assault—an evacuation having taken place, so preci-

pitate as to leave considerable booty to the conqueror.'! Sir

Henry Clinton proceeded no farther, but a strong detachment

of his army, under General Vaughan, pursued the enter-

prise, with Comi idore Hotham, as far north as -^sopus,§ de-

stroying several vessels by the way. At JiJsopus Creek there

were two small batteries and an armed galley, mounting, how-

ever, in all, but six or seven guns. These were easily silenced.

General Vaughan then effected a landing, marched to the

town, and laid it in ashes. Large quanthies of stores had been

accumulated at this place, which were of course destroyed.

Disappointed, however, by the disastrous termination of the

campaign of Burgoyne, Sir Henry Clinton made an expeditious

return to the city.

But the war was this year fruitful in military events in

other parts of the confederation, some of the principal of which

may appropriately be passed in review at this stage of the pre-

sent chapter. In the month of March, after the return of the

British troops from their bootless expedition through the Jer-

* " I believe, from the bravery of the garrison of Fort Montgomery, Sir Henry

Clinton purchased victory at no inconsiderable expense. General Campbell was

certainly killed. This they mention in their own official account, but call him

Lieutenant Colonel of the fifty-second regiment. He was a General on the Ameri-

can establishment, so declared in one of the orderly books which fell into our

hands."—Le«er of Washington to General Putnam. [Sparks corrects thn Com-

mander-in-chiefupon this point—believing that General Campbell was another per-

son, who was at Staten Island at the time in question.]

t Situated at West Point.

J Letter of Commodore Hotham to Sir William Howe. " The whole number of

cannon taken in thn three forts amount to sixty-seven, with a large quantity of pro-

visions, ammunition, and stores of all kinds."

§ The ancient Dutch name of Kingston, the present shire town of the County ot

Ulster N. Y. It was a largo and wealthy inland town, built almost entirely of

i-toni', upon a rich and beautiful plain about three miles from the river. The naked

walls of many of the houses destroyed by General Vaughan, were standing, unre-

paired, until witliin five or sia years.

H|il
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T!l ^r;^"'"'
Colonel ninl ,v,« detached a.-ainsl Peek

.hAmer,e„„ acres deposiled „, ,l,„, ,,1 ,c„ Oenerd So

,

wrd^:etd:::SDt:C'oTi''Z'ct"'-vrr*"'

FliX.e ™:^;':!f'';,rr,?;:!;' rr- "°Tf
"""

tinaHon was almost „„'Z, 7 ." "'" •""" "^^ ''°^-

.ions ,«ef, poH, and flor^rd 1,1'SeId" ^hfa"!' -J"

^rdtLriivsiz=r ;';'i

^'r °-
pose .he enemy, Colonel I. n ^7^Hred „ ^"1? "^
height, and awaited reinforcen.n.t. T f.l "''{.'"'"""S

and the stores were burn, on , 2, i„ 'V^" t V
afternoon and the following .i.U,Z^,XooJ^'ZM
«.d S,ll,™»„ collected such m,li,i„ forces „s they „, Id for' he

more awaited h.s arrival at Uid^eway. Woostcrln mnr^^utwounded, and his troops wore oh|„ed to ffivo wav Ci f
^

2^A^M s..nished wit,. t,.o^...„ fl^rC^^^;
CO Id not make a stand, or prevent ,|,on, fron. re^nainini atm place over n.ght. On the 2S,h, the n.arch of the nemvw s resumed, as also was the skirnu,shinff by Genera A rnoTdwh.ch was continued until 5 o'clock in the afLno n wtr .^ey approached their ships, the Amoricnns charj d w I 'i"pd.ty, but were repulsed and broken. Embarking mmedlntely, Governor Tryon returned to Now-York with . i ^
cue hundred and seventy men. T..L? '^^'^l ^.n^was one hundred. These predatory excursions were rXedI'V the Americans under Colonel MeJLrs who m„,io ,

expedition agahtst Sag Harhor, whl'S::!-;^:.^^;^

•evenUan hundred tents.
' "'""""d bu.hels of groin, and

'U
'
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a quantity of stores. The giinrd was taken by surprise—the

place carried by the bayonet—the stores destroyed, including

twelve transport vessels—and Colonel Meisfs re-crossed the

Sound to Guilford without the loss of a man.

After the return of the British forces from New Jersey, Sir

William Howe suffered them to remain upon Slaten Island un-

til near midsummer, when, as the reader has seen in a previous

chapter, he embarked with sixteen thousand men, and sailed

for the Chesapeake Bay, On the 24th of Aujsrust he landed at

Elkton, whence, after being joined by Generals Grant and

Knyphausen, he directed his march upon Philadelphia. Anti-

cipating the design of the British commander, Washington

threw himself, with his whole disposable force, between Sir

William and Philadelphia, for the purpose of intercepting and

bringing him to a general engagement. The disastrous battle

of Brandywine was Ibught on the 11th of September. The

loss of the Americans was three hundred killed and six hun-

dred wounded and taken prisoners. That of the enemy was

about one hundred killed and four hundred wounded. While

General Washington with the main army retreated across

the Schuylkill, General Wayne was left at the Paoli with fif

teen hundred men, for the purpose of gaining and harassing

the enemy's rear. But, notwithstanding the wonted vigilance

of this officer, he was surprised in the course of the night, and

routed, by General Gray, who had been detached for that pur-

pose with two regiments of the enemy's line and a body of

light troops. General Wayne had attempted to conceal him-

self upon an elevated piece of woodland, having an opening of

a few acres upon which his troops bivouacked for the niglit,

in perfect security, as Avas supposed. The approach of the

enemy was so cautious as to take the Americans completely

by surprise. Guided by the light of their fires, the enemy

succeeded in cutting off their outposts and pickets without

noise, and then rushed upon the sleeping camp without firing

a gun, and depending alone upon the bayonet. Three hun-

dred were slain, many of whom were transfixed with bayonets

as they lay sleeping in their tents. But, though surprised.

General Wayne wjis cool and selfpossessed ; and, as the enemy

himself acknowledged, " by his prudent dispositions" in the
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moment of alarm, succeeded in brinjrinjr off the remainder of
his troops.*

General Washington had taken post on the Easterti bank of
the Schuylkill, about sixteen miles from Germantown. General
Howe marched ui)on Germantown with his main army, where
he arrived on the 26lh of September. On the 2rth Lord Corn-
wallis took possession of Philadelphia without resistance. On
the 4th of October, the battle of Germantown was fought, in
which it was claimed by the enemy that the Americans were
defeated, although it was, in liict, a drawn battle. This action
was produced by an attempt of the Commander-in-chief to ef-
fect something by way of surprise. Having ascertained the
situation of the enemy, the Americans marched all night, and
arrived at Germantown at daylight. The enemy was attacked
upon two quarters, in both of which the Aiaericans were suc-
cessful. Indeed, the enemy, as it was afterward ascertained,
were thrown into such a state of tumult and disorder, and so
panic-stricken, that a retreat to Chester had been resolved upon.
But the morning was so excessively dark and foa'gy, that nei-
ther the ad/antages gained by the Americans, nor the confusion

* Somn twenty years ngo, the citizen soldiers of the neighborhood of iho Paoii
piously collected the reniiiins of siich of the brave men who were slain on that oc.a-
sion as coiiJd he found, and interred them on the field of the m.issacre. A small
mound was raised over them, which is walled in, and surround.id by a plain marble
monutnent-a square block, with an urn at the top, bearing inscriptions upon each
of the sides, in the following words :

—

First
: "Sacred to the memory of the patriots, who, on this spot, fell a sacrifice

to British barbarity, chinng ti a struggle for American Independence, durin" the
night of the 20th of September, 1777."

Second
:
" Here repose the remains of Hfly-three American soldiers, who were

Uie victims of cold-blooded cnielty in the well-known massacre of the PaoIi while
under Iho command of Gen. Anthony Wayne, an oTver, whose military conduct,
bravery, and humanity, were equally conspicuous throughout the Revolmionary

TiiinD: "The atrocious massacre, which this stone commemorates, was perpe-
trated by British troops under the immediate command of Maj. Gen. Gray "
Fourth: "This memorial in honor of Revolutionary patriotism, was erected

September 20, 1817, by the Republican Artillerists of Chester County, aided by the
contributions of llu-ir fi How-citizens."

An annual military parade is held upon this interesting field. The name—TA<
Pno/i-is derived from a celebrated tavern, at two miles distance, on the Great
Lancaster Road, which w.is established contempornnoously with the Corsican strug-
gle fur independence, and named in honor of the unfortunate chieftain of that enter-
prise. !t b!-.irs the same name s>m.—Jmimal o/ a Visit to thi fuld of Brandmeine
iy the mdhor.
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of the enemy, could be perceived. This circumstance, by con-

ceahng from the Americans the true situation of the enemy,

obUged the Commander-in-chief to act with more caution and

less expedition than he could have wished ; and, what was

still more unfortunate, it served to keep the different divisions

of the Americans in ignorance of each other's movements, and

prevent their acting in concert. It also occasioned them to

mistake one another for the enemy. In this situation, it was

considered unsafe to push too far through a strong village,

while enveloped in a haze so thick as to border upon positive

drrkness. The consequence was a retreat, by the Americans at

the very instant when victory was declaring in their favor.

The actica lasted two hours, and tl>e fighting was severe—the

loss of the Americans being about one hundred men, killed,

wounded, nnd missing. Among the slain was the brave Gene-

nd Nasi), of North Carolina. Severe, however, as the action

was, the enemy were rendered nothing better by the event

;

Vv'hile the result was regarded by Washington " as rather un-

Ibrtunnte Ihan injurious."*

But sll the advantages thus gained by the enemy, had been

more timn counterbalanced by the reverses of St. Lea:er, and

the nearly simultaneous capture of Burgoyne and his well-np-

jyointed army at the North. Another circumstance, gratifying

to the friends of the American arms, was the repulse of Count

• This brief account of the battle of Germantown is drawn from Washinjjfoii's

letters ;o the President of Congrt-BS, his brother, and Governor Trumbull. General

Washington attributed the successes of Sir William Howe in Pennsylvania, and

his own consequent disasters, to the apathy and disaffection of the people of tliat

State. In one of his letters upon the subject, he says :—"The Norlhorn army, be-

fore the surrender of General Burgoyne, was reinforced by upward of twelve hun-

dred militia, who shut the only door by which Burgoyne could retreat, and cut off all

his supplies. How dilTerenl our case! The disaffection of a great part of tlic in-

habitants of this State, the languorof others, and the internal distractionof the whole,

have been among the great and insuperable difficulties which I have met with, anil

have contributed not a litlle ti> my embarrassments this campaisn."

—

Letter oj

WaalUngton to Landm Carter, Oct. 27, 1777. Many other letters from the Coni-

niander-in-chief, written during the winter and spring of 1778, complain of the con-

duct of the peopleof Pennsylvania, in supplying th. enemy in Philadelphia with pro-

visions—particularly from Bucks County. In a letter to Miij. General Armstrong,

of that State, dated at Valley Forjje, March 27th, he says:—"The situation of mat-

ters in this State is nielaneiioly and alarming. We have daily proof that a majority

of the people in this quarter are only restrained from supplying the enemy with

horses and every kind of necessary, through fear of punishment ; and, although I

have made a number of severe examples, I cannot put a stop to the intercourse."

y



1777.] MURDER OP THE DEITZ FAMILY. 287

Donop, at Red Bank. The Count, a brave and experiencod
officer, fell, mortally wounded

; and about 400 of his troops were
killed.* The laurels won by Colonel Christopher Greene, tho
American cotumander, on that occasion, were not the less
creditably worn because of the necessity which compelled him
subsequently to abandon the post, on the approach of Cornwal-
lis with a jjreatly superior force.

But neither the fall of Burgoyne, nor the flight of St. I.eger,
relieved the border settlements beyond Albany from their "ap-
preliensious. Though in less danger of a sweeping invasion,
yet the scouts and scalping parties of the Tories and Indians
were continually hovering upon their outskirts

; and so crafty
were the foe, and so stealthy their movements, that no neighbor-
hood, not even the most populous villages, felt themselves secure
from those sudden and bloody irruptions which mark the annals
of Indian warfare. Very soon after the capture of Burgoyne,
there was an occurrence in ihe neighborhood of Albany, of a
highly painful description. Previous to the commencement of
the war, a militia company had been organized in the town of
Berne, comprising eighty-five men, commanded by Captain
Ball. On the breaking out of hostilities, the Captain, with
sixty-three of his men, went over to the enemy. Thus deserted
by t?ieir leader, the command of the residue of the company
devolved upon the ensign, Peter Deitz. These all embraced
the cause of the country, and for the safety of their settlement
threw up a little picketed (brt, at a place now called the Beaver
Dam. Deitz '.vas soon afterward commissioned a captain, and
his brother, William Deitz, his lieutenant. On the approach
of Burgoyne they marched to Saratoga, and joined the army of
Gates. Here the Captain was killed by the accidental dis-

charge of the gun of one of his own men. William Deitz im-
mediately succeeded to the vacancy- and rendered such good
service in the campaign as specially to incur the vengeance of
the Tories and Indians. Availing themselves of an early op-
portunity to glut their hate, a^arty of them stole into the set-

• Count Donop diotl of his wounds three days after the action, at a house nearthe
lort. A short time before his doatli, he said to Monsieur Duplessis, a French offi-
cer who constantly attended him in iiis iilnti's, " U is finishing a noble career early.
i liie the victim of my ambition, and of the avarive of my SQverei"n." Travels of
ihe Marquh ChatUllux.
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tloinniit of nerne, where they surprised and made prisoner of

thu (Jiiptiiin in his own house. They next brought him forth

into tho court, bound him to the gate-post, and then succcs-

Biv(!ly brought out his father and mother, his wife and ciiildren,

and (lehbcratcly murdered them all before his eyes! The

Capliiin was himself carried n prisoner to Niagara, where be

ultiinalcly fell a sacrifice to their cruelly.* An instance of

more cdol and fiend-like barbarity does not occur in the annals

of lliis extraordinary contest. It was only equalled by the con-

duct of tlio Tories alterward at Wyoming, and transcended by

tho refniement of cruelty practised by a French officer, during

one of tho earlier wars of the Indians, upon an unhappy

prisoncjr among tlie remote tribe of the Dionondadies, as relat-

ed, by La l^otherie.t

Oilier incidents occurred at Albany and in its neighborhood,

nt about the same period, which are deemed worthy of note.

At the time of Sir .John Johnson's flight from Johnstown, bis

lady had remained behind, and was removed immediately, or

soon afterward, to Albany. It was in this year that Mr. John

Tnylor,t aff(!r having performed several important confidential

services under the direction of General Schuyler, was appoint-

ed 11 member of the Albany Council of Safety. He was a man

of great shrewdness and sagacity, deliberate in the formation of

his purposes, and resolute in their execution when matured.

Tho Whigs of Albany were greatly annoyed during the whole

contest by the loyalists resident among them ;
many of whom, it

was discovered from time to time, must have been in corres-

pondence with the enemy. The duties of the Council of

Saf(^ly were consequently the more arduous, requiring sleepless

vigilance and unwearied activity ;
together with firmness and

energy in some cases, and great delicacy in others. A watch-

ful though general surveillance was necessarily enforced over

Albitny Monthly Mngnzine, conducted by the late Horatio G. Spnflford, 1815.

I Vide Cohl.'ii'g Cimiidn, and Smith's History of New-York.

i Thi! m'lilh'iDttn here rtfrrrrd to wnsfiuch in the civil service, and occagioiinlly

BR n vnllintfior in the militiiry, during the war of the Ilevoliilion, and v^iis almost

conntiutlly it) pilhliclifi-, nftfrward in the (•oiiniils of tho State, until within a few

yimrxcif hi" dnilh. He was nine ynirs Litutenant-Governor, and for a time the

•clinu Uiivcrnor of ihu Stale ; to whicii station ho was first ehoscn in 1813. His

lift) WKN ralliiT iim fill that: brilliant; but he was a sound patriot, and died the death

ofaChtisliim in 1820-agQd S7.

I
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the community nt large, winle an eye of closer scr.Uiny wnskep upon the character and conduct of great numbers oH.Tdividuals con,posn)g that community. Mr. Taylor was in everyrespect equal to the station, and was singularly fortunate bo h

Among his earlydiscoveries was the important circumstance
tl

.
Lady Jol nson was m active and frequent correspondence

with her husband, and that the facilities derived from co S!de„t.a agents and her powerful connexions, enaled her fokeep t e enemy on either side-in New-York and Can dal
cor ectly advised, not only of the movements and desi-n.s of

the members seemed to lack the firmness necessary to donsuch a reso ut>on, anticipating the resentment and proZvengeance of the Baronet, on hearing that his lady had be
treated wuh any thmg bordering upon harshness; wInleotL

"

probably, thought the precaution either would be useirsso;
that u was scarce worth while thus to ^vn^^e war upon awoman. Convn.ced, however, of the dange^ of her Cerpresence an that sect.on of the country, Mr. Taylor ur^ed her
re-noval so strentiously us at length to prevail ; takin^upo.
himselfthe execution of the order.

'^ '"a upon

Sir John, greatly exasperated at the measure, availed himself
of a flag to admonish the mover of ,he resolution, that should
the chances of war throw that gentleman into his possession,
heshon Id be mstantlydeliveredover to the h,ryof the savages

< km' 5^ ,

Councillor was characteristic of the man":-
f Mr. Tayor should be so fortunate as to have Sir Jonn
Johnson m Ins power, he should most assuredly be treated as
a gentleman." Several attempts were subsequently made bv

ti.e enemy, probably under the direction of Sir Johr, to make
a captive of that gentleman. It being his custom to ride fre!quently on horseback for exercise, and often on the road e d-

2 toward Schenectady, in company, genendlv. with his intt-mate inend through life, Major Popham, who was then in the

*' 0i

r
^i:



Mix -h

,1,. u

iii"f «

II' > II

i[:
: I

'iiiii<iiiiiii

290 LIFE OP BRANT. [1777.

military family of Gcnornl James Clinton, a small scout of In-

diaiis, under the direction of Captain Hrant, was on one occa-

sion planted in ambush upon that road, at a point where it was
supp(»sed he would be sure to pass. Providentially, however,
and for reasons nt!ver explained, and perhaps not known to

tliemselvos, on the mornin<j referred to the friends shortened

their ride, and wheeled about without passin<r the ambuscade,

thoui,di approaching it within striUing distance. One of the

Indians, afterward taken prisoner, stated that Mr, Taylor miulit

easily have been shot, but that their orders were :o take him
nlive.

Another, and a yet bolder scheme was subsequently adopted

to effect the capture of the sagacious Committee-man, for which
purpose a party of the enemy were actually introduced not

only into the city of Albany, but into the loft of Mr. Taylor's

own stable, standing in the rear of his house and upon the

margin of the river. In order, moreover, to facilitate their

flight with the intended captive, a canoe had been procured

and moored at the water's edge. Their design was to enter

the house in the night, and seize and bear him silently away.

One of the servants liappening to step into the yard after the

family had retired to rest, the lurking foes thought the time for

a rush had arrived. But in their preparations to spring for-

ward they alarmed the servant too soon, and he was enabled to

get back into the house, bolt the door, and give timidly warn-

ing. The insidious purpose was of course frustrated.*

Nor were these the only hostile attempts directed, at about

the same period, against individuals at Albany ; General

Schuyler was again selected for a victim even of assassination.

Smarting under their disappointment in the overthrow of Bur-

goyne, to which discomfiture the energy and efforts of Schuyler

had so essentially contributed, a conspiracy was formed either

to capture or destroy him. For this purpose the Tories cor-

rupted a white man, who had been patronised by the General,

and who was even then in his employment, to do the fonl deed,

and also one of the friendly Indians, whose clan had for years

The farts in this ptafemfint rrsppcting Liidy .Ti)lini>nn and Mr. Tnylor, have

hppn (li^riviMl from an PxlHiiilfd hloiiiipliiciil «ki!lch of llit- hitler, wr Iton bv hi.s sur-

viviiijr fiiind, the venoiuhlu Major Williiiiii rophaiii, and also from a letter ad*

drugged tu lliu uulhur \iy Gttuerul John T. Coupur.
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shortly ti pass. Thev soon d,
^ ?"""''^ ascertained I.e was

As he advanced t /took 1^
' '"' «PP'-o»chon horseback,

movement, the i L : S'::?"'" '
^^"-' -'" ^ -^den

exclaimtion-"/cri;/ ' "P '"s associate's gnn with the

coSus ^e^i^rrr;;: ;"r"''^"^
°^ ^"'^^'"^ -'^ ^^e

the -mmande or; t L Vl Hbr""; ""f
^^"^'" '"'^'^''^^

protect them from anothpr 1
^ detachment of troops to

formed them^clirjl^^^^^^^^^
foot at Oswego. Tiie nroier !1 r

'' ''^"' ^*^"'"^ «»
from the Oneidas, co teS '^ '' ^''^ "^^-« "l^t-ned

Tories and IndiaUZl ^11^''" ''"'^""^ ^'^^^^^"^ "^ ^''«

ail the principal s:z:.;:z^r^^::::--^;^^^^^^.
pleasant tidings were in some decree crfinn^^^^^^ '"""i

""'

very of a large scontin^r partv of tlLl ' ^ "''' '^•'''"-

«t the north of Johnstown ^
"""^ °" ^'^« Sacondaga,

the?r:ivt™a::™rtt"r"^^' ^.^'-^ -^ ^--^-^ ^
tfmt within a f^w day?s JohnT h

'"' C^.stle,anno„ncing

wego, with S..V hund St..f ;"'""."'""'^ ^^^""' ^« O-
dians. It was stated that So T T" ' '"P ''^^^^ ^' '-
t-nty-tvo Indian natio j:ra':-.:;r^;'' " ""'''^
were about sendin- a helt to T n ^

/
^"''''''''^'^- Tl'cy

tl>eir refnsal to take n t e ht, r'-'^r'
^"^ "' ''"^ ^— t of

half of the King^ 1 ey were 'T''''
r''' ^''«''- brethren in he-

first
-sureof';hn;:-:n'"srf:ts''^^ '''''-' -- ^"«

communicated to Generv! SH,„ if ''''"'' immediately

25th, announcing also Lt'I^^^^^
''"" ''''' '''^"'"

tiie flight, to the ranks of Sir John
The hnrring fishery ,vas considerable at Fish r . I ,The Indmns ,00k .hem i„ lar^o n„anti,ies-lie

, T "' "'" """'"^ ^'^'-^«'' 'o-
;l"ch they „.i,ed with corn.n^ul.l^d ", ,^'

' "'" "°"'"'«' ""- *"'" Powder,
'^'"•^""•P'lon.

f ''-"'"^ ''«•'}• i- hox. s „K.de of harii, fa,- future

tPflctacommunieutcd to the author by Mrs Tay Mrs. James Cochran of Oswego.

]or
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Jolmson, of TTon-Yost Schuyler, nnd twolvo or fourfeon of liis

noiglihors nt Full Hill iiiul in that vicinity, as heiftoforu stated.

The letter contained a strong appeal for nn additional force to

defend the valley—with nn assurance, that in the event of ro-

ceivin<T no farther means of security, the greater part of the

inhabitants had become so discouraged that they would proba-

bly lay down thi^ir arms ;* in other words, throw themselves

upon the protection of the King.

But, after all tlu; alarm, nothing very serious resulted from

these threatening indications dm'ingthe residue of the year 1777.

Still the Congress was unwilling that the year should close

without making one more effort to win hack the Six Nations

from the I3filisli service, at least to a state of neutrality, if no-

tliing more. With this view, on the 3d of December the fol-

lowing address to the Indians of those Nations was reported by

the Committee on Indian affairs, and adopted. It is inserted at

length in this order, on account of its eloquence, nnd its sur-

passing excellence among the documents connected with the

Lidian diplomacy of the republic :

—

Address oi<' the Congress to the Six Nations.

" Brothers, Sachems, and Warriors: The great coun-

cil of the United States call now for your attention. Open

your ears tlu'r ^ou may hear, and your hearts that you may

understand.

" When the people on the other side of the great water, with-

out any cause, sought our destruction, and sent over their ships

and their warriors to fight against us, and to take away our

possessions, you might reasonably have expected us to ask for

your assistance. If we are enslaved, you cannot be free. For

our strength is greater than yours. If they would not spare

their own brothers of the same flesh and blood, would they

spare you ? If they burn our houses and ravage our lands,

could yours be secure?

"But, Brothers, we acted on very different principles.

Far from desiring you to hazard your lives in our quarrel, we

advised you to remain still in ease and at peace. We even en-

treated you to remain neuter : and under the shade of your

ri*
; 2^

MS. letter to Genera! Sc!iu)ler—Secretary's office, Albany.
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trees and l.y the sido of y„nr .strcn.ns, to .s.noko your nine i,.snfetv find contentment Tlir„,,.i. , .
^ * ' '^

>vl,cu ,l„..i,. Sinn" „ I,, ncM "
'"T''

';»' °"' """""'"• ""''

other 'ide oni,« K„ t™ ,for I'vt r
"""""" ^""" "">

»..nn,y p.„n,w .L,„ Tr^'efiiirti r .c',"";;:

.in.,«, „rz I. X:: u;:;r :rt'::,;-:r
might coh.e in for a share of the p\mnh'.r'i Whit l...« v
yarned by this unprovoked treaclu-ry 7 whu htttll '

. , r

"

.race! Yonr foolish warriors m.d ti.er ew .li; T .
'

defeated and driven hacic in every qua ur nd 7 u''''
Justly paid the price of their rashUI "

.j t -/Z^
^'

' "
are we to find that our aneient ehuin of u erlfofe L'strong and bright, should be broken by snch , nor n^^ 1

1

instruments as Su- John Johnson and B t er who ,sho. t..ir faces a.on.their countrynin' td^: ';.tlr":stranger whom you never knpw i vvi. \ i

^'^t.«r, a

^..0^. wi*.; and .1 f,:,-re-„f r„: :?"";:
r/,;!rsible that you should barter away your nnri,.n, „l ' ,'

real, ,„ro„gh >h., ,„„« solenm treli"! a
."mSL n"l'"len„„„rp„„,dar'. That triflesst.oh asult „, dtnny temptation to y„„ ,„ ent do.n.hestron^ "„

ft 1'

I

e'rt"h'Lon"rr
"""*" •"""'°'"» *»

'«P W I of eearth at Onondaga, yonr central council-firo ' Thn, ,„ u-T
has been «,cr«l „„d „„„ri»l,ed by t ,dr ol.Mro , ,.

'^

branel,., „ad aIn.os. reached the sk.i A w I t ,*, ^ „
""

..pected that the ™„,e should overtnrn the v« ™ Li fof

J s
tl

^ M
m- i'«
1'

''»Hl-'J»? t'^
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"BROTiTRns, OAYtroAS, SnNKCAs, Onondaoah, and IVIo-

iiAWKs : Look into your hearts, and he ntti-ntivo. Miicli luc

yi'ii to hlaiiK', iiiid ijrciitly have yon \vronn;r(l ns, Hci wiso in liinc.

Ih sorry and iiiiMid your faults. 'Vlw. ^iioat couiuil, tlionj^li llm

blood of our friends, who foil liy your tomahawks at the German
Fhitt.s, cries tdotid ngninst you, will yet he pati(!nt. We do not

desire to destroy you. IiOIilt have we been at peace; and it

is still oiir wish to hury the hatchet, and wipi; away the hlood

which some of yon have so tinjnstly shed. Till time should

bo no more, we wish to smoke with you tlie culnmet of friend-

ship around your central firo at Ononda<ra. But, Brothers,

mark well what we now tell you. Let it sink deep as the bot-

tom of the scii, and nev(>r be iorsjotten by yoti or yonr children.

If ever a^ain yon lake up the hatchet to strike us—if you join

our enemies in battle or council— if you jjive them intelligence,

or encourage or permit them to pass through your country to

molest or hurt any of our people—we shall k.jk on you as our

enemies, and treat you as the worst of enemies, who, under a

cloak of friendship, cover your bad designs, and like the con-

cealed adder, only wait for an opportunity to wound us when
we are most unprepared.

" Brothers : Believe ns who never deceive. If, after all

our good counsel and all our care to prevent it, we must take

up the hatchet, the blood to be shed will lie heavy on your

heads. The baud of the thirteen United States is not siiort.

It will reach to the farthest extent of the country of the Six

Nations ; and while we have right on our side, the good Spirit,

whom we serve, will enable us to punish you, and put it out

of your power to do us farther mischief.

" Brothkrs, Onkidas and Tuscaroras : Hearken to

what we have to say to you in particular. It rejoices our

hearts that we have no reason to reprv>ach you in common
with the rest of the Six Nations. We have experienced yonr

love, strong as the oak, and yonr fidelity, unchangeable us

truth. You have kept fast hold of the ancient co'/enant chain,

and i)reserved it free from rust and decay, and bright as silver.

Like brave men, for glory you despised danger
;
you stood

forth in the cause of your friends, and ventured your lives in

our battles. While the sun niul moon continue to give light

to the world, we shall love and respect you. As our trusty
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we -simll protect yon, nml shall „t nil I

S9S

u'oifl.ro as our o;,,."""
""" '""" "' "" '""^^ ^^"^"J^'- y«"r

"BitOTtlKRS OF Tirr- Siv V...,.
lisK'ii atloiifively It is 'inn , V.

"''"'*'

'

^"' ^"''' ^''^'''' ""^

'l-.urd .i.l. u': p I rro :'
^^V-^''.'''!-^

'" Vo>. our

HouKnulu. that or v
'

i
.^''"

"''"
"/ ""^ ^^'^ -at.r.

would satisfy thern Ll .

'"""''• ^' '''""^"'
"^^"'i-ff

power over I. ^hl '
. ;^^f^^l^T

^^^'"^ ^^ ''-» '"e

'" snd, sharueCnl bondage tIv til
''. '"" ''^"''^ "«' ^^''^

-u thou, covoru., „:;:;:::;':;'££- ,^-''-
our country with their warriors If ,^'' ""^ '^ P'*''^ "^

.-.yod
;
on tho contrary, yol;!; Z 1 ""' ""' '"^'^

lil<e rocks, and foujrht lik^ nl wh J

'"/ ''"'''' '^'""'' ^"-"^

IcMow that we havo do ; c"d S T n
7""^ '" '" ''^^'^- ^'«"

and all their warri..^^' Ou 'd^";:"' ^r'^'""'
'''^^"^-

"ov.fi,htin,a,ainstthor. to '

,; s
""> ""^*'^" "'•«

t'ie Great Spirit will soon put the n , on ti
'"" ""'' '''"'

to drive the. al, far heyonS tl/eyi-uZr
^"' " ^"""" "^

Else why hJv^thev It eft
," ' " ''^''^'^^^" United States

;;>e.fir.;.o.is.:^::.r:ti^:rr^^^^^^

."inds and darL.rthr:il;^S^Jr^r'^ ^l;^on th,s <rreat continent, from the North tnrL«
'" '"""^'^

Sa.ife then, to take up the IrJ w>r „
^"""'' ''^"'^ '^ ^'"-

voeution7 The c,:;;'^^ ^^^^^r :::^''^" ^"^ ''-

upon to strike our people. We carrel tJ '

^"'" ^'''''''"^

t.y,and /ought th'n.' They s^ .ei erTo^r
^'"^

and we forgave them. The UnitTdW ',

^'^ '"P""'^^'

r..i. a«d wish for peace wUl^alU;.: vo'rd" We h^^:!' '"r^'

are readv to assist ns -..r-iMof ir

"n'tt-nment to us, and
}

<l^!,lt,r us .i.iramst all our enemies T-i, > /^i
•

isaws ..n> .-nMOMtr fh»i ••, <•

^'"'iiies. llieCJiicka-
""ucr ot our laitiiful Iriends. AnJ tilQ
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Choctaws, thons^h remote from ns, have refused to listen to the

persuasions of our enemies, rejected all their offers of corrup-

tion, and continue peaceable. The Creeks are also our steady

friends. Oboylaco, their jtrreat cliief, and the rest of their

sachems and warriors, as the strongest marlc of flieir sincere

friendship, have presented the crreat council wirii an en^le's

tail and rattle trap. They have desired that these tokens might
he shown to the Six Nations nnd their allies, to convince them
that the Creeks are at peace with the United States. We have

therefore directed our comiriissioners to deliver them into your
hands. Let them he seen by nil the nations in your alliance,

and preserved in your central council house at Onondaga.
" Urothkrs, SACHr:MS and Warriors op thk Six Na-

tions : Hearken to our counsel. Let us who are born on the

same great continent, love one another. Our interest is the

same, and we ought to be one people, always ready to assist

and servo each other. What are the people who belong to the

other side of the great waters to either of us ? They never come
here for our sakes, but to gratify their own pride and avarice.

T.'ieir business now is to kill and destroy our inhabitants, to

U\y waste our houses and farms. The day, we trust, will soon

arrive, whim we shall be rid of them forever. Now is the time

to hasten and secure this happy event. Let us tnen, from this

moment, join hand nnd heart in the defence of our common
country. Let us rise as one man, and drive away our cruel

oppressors. Henceforward let none be able to separate us. If

any of our p 'opK; injure you, acquaint us of it and you may
depend upon full satisfaction. If any of yours hurt us, be yon

ready to repair the wronger punish the agsfrcssor. Above all,

shut your ears against liars and deceivers, who, like false mete-

ors, strive to lead you astray, and to set us at variance. Bel ve

no evil of us till you have taken pains to discover the truth.

Our council-fire always burns clear and bright in Pennsylvania.

Our commissioners and agents are near your country. We
shall not be blinded by false reports or false appearances.

" Brothkrs : What may be farther necessary at this time

for our common good you will learn from our commissioners,

who sit round our council-fire at Albany. Hear what they

say, and treasure it up in yoiu- hearts. Farewell."

This appeal produced no etiect. It was one of the misfor-
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tunes incident to the novertv nC .1.-, «
Co..gress was unable to lo Li .? T"''^ "' '^^' *^"^^'«' ^^al

the habit of receivi^ n o,n
" ."^^ ^'''''''' "« ^''^^ had been in

and as they were m en .J 1
.

'^"'"'^'•''^'"^^^'^ of the crown,

vennnentL:';^^l:;;t^^.--^;^-he^

wl.ici, he s„,d, w,,.,'k,. ,,;';,; '7" "' S°v<-r..m„„.,

Tlielactwasbutlnorr„„. ",'•"",."'" Intlmiis a blanket.

llMir ciipidilv, l.ut bv a ,S. I

' °"'^ '"' W"!'' ">

Iha.. ever. Tb, oL ,1° '"'I"""™' of presents

Six Nations at ,e W s, , Z'sl"T "' '"" ^"""""'^ '" '"=

;;

Ate tbey, (t„e rebetrl,: S. -''l^rSt '.? 't'TT

"•nake horses and oxen ofT^l '
''"^ '''^^'' ^^^'^ ^«

;;ws,andtobrin,^::;;2r;p-,;;;-^^^^^

customed to rely ,Vo" the whiL f ''f
^ '"^^ ^^^^'"^ •'^^-

of stores at MoS w^ o e rii;;
"'^ '^''^ ^ «^""'^--

these circnmstances with tlTJi i

'^'^P^""*^''- And nnder

and the leeb.e ha^d^TI't SriTl':^ "'/'^
^r'^*^^'

gress to conciliate their friendsInTr I .

"^''''' ""^ ^""
neutrality, proved nnavuilh.;' '' ' ""'' '" ^"""^'^^ ^"«'«'"

Thus ended the military operations of the year 1777 Af trclose of the Pennsylvania cannniiTM thn Ilri.M
^"^

winter quarters in Philadeln i^^: , f """^ '^'"^ '"^"

I'orcre. On the I5th dav of W 1

^"'"'•'«"" ^t Valley

0/^/ " Articie:*:^^:;^:!: : :;;:r-;;
- ^^e

t^o,hirteenCo.ot;ies,wereadoptedh c!;;;^:L^3:^^^^
of the same month, t was resolvo<l »!.,. ..ii , /

tlie^^d

tyteween the United St tot, ult 'LT""" " ''"''•

-ti. the independenceof.be r„;,:;,l;;^'™;;7"jrr

.«,.pteb™i,.at,,be«ei'r:;;;-rr^-
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CHAPTER XIV.

Treaty of nlliance with Frnncc—Policy of Prance—Inciilcnt.s nf the "Wintrr—Pro-
jpcted expodition auiiinst St. Johns—Lafayette appdiiitcd to the t.^mniaiid of tho
North—Failure of tlio enterprise for lack of means— Disiippoi.itincnt and clmsiin
of Liit'iyctte—Unpleasant indications respeetin;; the Western Indiiiiis—Incrian
council at Jolinstown—Attended by Lafayette—Its p!0e(e<)lngs—And resull

—

Reward ofl^rcd for Major Carleton— Letter of Lafayette —lie reliri s finin tho
Northern Depurtnirnt—Return of the loyalists for their faniilie3--TJnopp()sed—
Their nguressions—Prisoners cwrried into Canada

—
'I'heir fati— Re-iip|)(aranco

of Brant at Oshkwana and Unadilla—Anecdolenf Brant—Cempnrative ernelly of
the Tories and Indians— Murder of a family—Exposed situation of the peofile

—

Captain iVIcKean—Sends a challenge to Brant—Burning of Springfield—First
battle in Schoharie.

The opening of the year 1778 was marked by an event

that diffused universal joy i^mong the people. It had been

rightly judged by American statesmen, that, smarting under the

loss which FVance had experienced by the war ending in 17G3,

of her broad North American possessions, the government of

that country would be nothinff loth to aid in the infliction of a

like dismemberment of territory upon Great Britain. With a

view, therefore, of cultivating friendly relations with France,

and deriving assistance from her if possible, Commissioners

had been despatched to the Court of Versailles, in 177(), with

the plan of a treaty of amity and commerce to be submitted to

that government. Still, more than a year had elapsed, during

which the Commissioners* had been exerting themselves to the

utmost, to obtain a recognition of the Independence of the

United States without success. It was evident that France

looked upon the revolt of the American Colonies with secret

satisfaction
;
but she had been so much weakened by (he

former contest, that time was needed for repose and recnveiy cf

her strength. Hence, from the arrival of the Commissioners in

the French capital, in December 1776, to the close of 1777,

they 1)ad been living upon "hope deferred." it is true that

the Americans received great assistance horn the French, in

supplies of anus and ammunition
; and although not openly al

lowed, yet nieiuis were found by the Americati privateers, se-

* The ConnnissioiierM were, neiijiiiiiin Franklin, Silas ll.aiie, and Arthur Lee.

Mr. JfffTson liiid li'cti ori^il\:^lly desii^nated as onti of the CommiFsinners ; hut,

declining the appointment, Mr. Lee was selected in hia stead.
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cretly to dispose of fheir prizes in French ports. Still thegoverurnent was lav.sh in its professions oi" friends p brLMglund, even though confidentially giving the An^rL sstrong assurances of sympathy and ulthnate'assistanc T enntoward result of Hurgoyne's campaign, intelligence of wlihwas rece.ved n. Paris early in Decen^.er, was the oppo /e.noans of endn,g this vascillating policy on the part of ICourt o Yersa.lles. The fceliugs of the French people to v.!Rnglaud could no longer be disguised

; since the news oc as.oned as n-jch general Jpy as though the victory had been

the 6th of h ebruary, the French gov. nne,.c entered inti treaties
of am.

ty, commerce, and alii: , with the United State, onprmcples of the most perfe . ro.,n,city and equality TheHench cahmet clearly foresaw that this measure would soon
produce a war between themselves and England, and ac^cu in
tlie e^pectat.on of such a consequence. Indeed, M. Girard
one of the l-rench Secretaries of State, in his conf;rences w t

h

the American Cbmm.ss.oners, had the frankness to avow that
they were not acting wholly for the sake of the United States
but because they thought the moment a favorable one for In.m-'
b:ing the.r haughty rival, by aiding in the disn;emberment of
her empire Hence the King had not only determined to acknow-
ledge the .dependence of the United States, but to support it—without the expectation of compensation t
The news of the treaty with France was not received in the

United States until late in the Spring.t Meantime other cir-

Lftter of the Commissioners. . , ,

I The event was comn.emo.ate.l in the American camp, on the JiZ M^y in aMo corrcspondrng with .ts impor,ance-a general order for the cel..„rationY: in'been issn.d by the Commander-in-chief. It bea„n as follows • " r, . , ?

inc air. iii» Kxcelh-ncy tnrned round wth hi« r'-tiniic snr! h,,- .1 .

^1" /
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cuinstances occnrred diirins: the Winter, in the Northern jiart

of New-York, deserving of note in the present narrative. First

amonjf these, was the notable project of General Gates for a

second descent, in mid-winter, upon Canada. In November fol-

lowing the defeat of Burgoyne, on the reorganization of the

Board of War, Gates, in the first flush of his popularity, was
placed It its head as pr sident. He had not been long at

Yorktown,* where Congress was then in session, before he

conceived the project of directing an irruption into Canada

across i.ie ice upon Lake Champlain, for the purpose of de-

stroying ihe stores and shipping of the enemy at St. Johns

;

and, possibly, of striking a sudden blow upon Montreal. It

was subsequently but too well ascertained that the condition of

the Northern army, with which Gates certainly ought to have

been acquainted, was by no means such as to warrant the un-

dertaking of any offensive enterprise. Still the victorious com-

mander of the North had the address to obtain a vote of

Congress directing the expedition.! the conduct of which was

entrusted to the AJarquis de Lafayette. This gallant youiio;

nobleman had been burning with a desire to distinguish him-

self in a separate command, and this project opened to him the

prospect of realizing the object dearest to his heart.

But, neither in the inception nor in the maturing of the en-

terprise, had the Cornmander-in chief been consulted ; and the

first knowledge he possessed of the project was derived from ii

letter from General Gates, inclosing another to the MarquKs,

informing him of his appointment to the command. J The dis-

respect to the Commander-in-chief, to whom the youth (ii

I

soldier was bound by the strongest ties of friendship and respect,

was so manifest, that the Marquis at first hesitated in accepting

York, in Pennsylvania. t Journals of Congress, vol. iv. p. 48.

t
" I am much obliged by your polite request of my opinion and advice on tlii!

expedition to Canndaand other occasions. In the present instance, as I neilhiT

know the extent of the objects in view, nor the means to be employed to efll'ct tliem,

it is not in my power to pass any judjrment upon the subject. I can only sincrri-ly

wish liiat 9\iccess may attend it, bo'l' . " it may advance the public good, and on

account of llie personal honor of the Kiaiiiiiis dc Lafayette, for whom I have a very

particular entcem and rciinrd."

—

\LtUer<\fWashx%jr,Xon to Gates, Jan. 27, WS.]

"1 shall say no more of the Canada expedition, than that it is at an end. I never

%va8 made acquainted with a f=in<;le circumstance relating to it."

—

Letter nfWasht

inglofi to Gtnfral Armstrong, of Penmylvmia.

> - . Is
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the command. Nor was his reluctance lessened by the snsnic ons cn-cumstance that General Conway, the base i. str.renof the Gates fact.on m the conspiracy against Washin^to hadbeen assigned as his second in command. Soaring ^bovo allselhsh coas,derat.ons, however, Washington advised the Maqu.s to accept the trust confided to him by^Congress. LaLeU
herefore, repa. red from the camp at Valley Fo'rge to Yorktown

to bo more particularly advised as to the objecrand the detSof the enterprise. The plan of organizing a light but effid
orce to make a sudden dash upon St. Johns, Jnd destroy he

flot. a wlHch gave the enemy the command of Lake Champl^and to n.fl.ct such fi.rtiier injury as might be effected in a r n dcampaign, was fully unfolded to kH. Ample supplies of menand means were promised by G.es
; andf after securilTe

services of the Baron de Kalb to the expedition-an ^^fiolder m rank than Conway, who would necessarily be h is se

"f .I'lVrTT?-'"
''"^"'^ ••^^^^•^•^d ''- appointmen

Full of high hopes, a brilliant enterprise before him andpantmg for an opportunity to signalize himself in a separate

rigors of winter, to enter at once upon the service, and anpa-

exploit. Sad, however, was Ins disappointment at the postureof affiurs on his arrival at Albany. Conway, who had arrived

^
ere three days before him, at once assured him that ,1. ped tion was quite impossible. Such, likewise, was the opiXof Generals Schuyler, Lincoln, and Arnold, the latter twoo^hou were detained at Albany by the unhealed wounds receivod upon the fields of Saratog,,. ludeed. he was not o„. .

.scertaimng, from the quarter-master, commissarv, and clot
er-generals, that there was a lamentable deficiency of a m tevery necessary of which ho had been led to expect an b in^ supply. The number of troops was altogeth r r^^
Three thousand effective men were believed lo be ihesTltll
force that would suffic:, and that number wa p^l'ed Bscarcely .welve hundred could be n.ustered fit fordu y and the

Paigti. Iheir pay was greatly in arrear ; and officers and

• Letter ofL^fayette to General Washington, dated Albanv, Feb. O. 1778.

f?; ":i

\ "f^ .
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nion wrrn nlikc indisposed to the service.* Originally it had
hiuiii iiilctided to confide the proposed expedition to General
8tiirlc, whose prowess at the battle of Bennington had rendered

him exceed ingjji- popular with the people
;
and it was supposed

that ho conld at once bring into the field a sufficient number ot

Iiiw nidiintaineers to strike the blow with success.t Stark was
inviti'd to Albany, and James Duane was sent thither from Con-
pnm to confer with him upon the subject. But the induce-
ment oH'cred by Congress being in the form of a bounty, con-

tinjront only upon success, was thought not sufficient ; and
when a representation of ttie circumstances was made by Mr.
Dmuio to that body, the scheme was changed and enlarged, at

the suggestion of General Gates, accoiding to the plan which
the Marquis was to execute.

Having attentively examined the situation of afl'airs, and the

means within his control, and consulted with the several able

captains at Albany, the young soldier saw with inexpressible

chagrin that the obstacles were insuperable. In the language
of another, amounting to a bitter satire, whether thus intended

or not—" the Generals only were got in reafiness ;"t and the

g'lllant Marquis was compelled to relinquish the enterprise,

without oven the poor privilege of making an attempt. He cer-

tainly had great reason, not only for vexation, but disgust-
advised, as he had been, to announce to his court the degree of

confidence reposed in him by Congress, in thus confiding to

him n separate command of such importance—not, of course,

On llin lOlh of February James Diiane wrote to Govprnor Clinton re^^ppctinff

till! iiilpriKilicability of Ihe enterprise, since the Marquis could find ncithiT 'hfi tronps

nortlin prrpii rations. In the couriJo of his letter, Mr. Dii.me said of ilm Marqiii-^.—
"H'{»v,cu\ for thifi country, of which he has given marks even to enthusiasm, and liis

nrdeiitdcKirn of glory, lead him to wish the expedition practicable; hul he is too

coiiHideriito to pursue it rashly, or without probable grounds of a successful issue.

I nuint iiienlion to your Excellency a circumstance which shows the libfrnliiy of his

(li-ptmili()fl. Ho determined, on his entering into Canada, to supply his army
tliroMijh llin own private bills on France to the amount of five or six thousand
KilitKiHP, littd to present that sum to Congress as a \ roof of his love to America and
tlfo rijihtK of human nature."

t " I WH1 In find General Stark with a lnr2e body, and ind'^rd General Gates told

rne ' (Iriifnil Sl^tk will have burnt the fleet before ymir anivn'.^ Wi^U : Ihe (ir»t let-

ter I r't'i'lvc in Albany is from General Stark, who wishes to know 'what iiumherof

III "ii, iVolri where, for what ti re, and for wliat rendezvous, I PE-=inE him to raise.'
"

"-Lfller frnm Lafayptfe In W xhivf^lon.

t MitflMlI.
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suspoct.ng, for a inon.cut.. timt General Gates could have been«o .,non.„t of tl.e actual situatiou of the department fron" ehhe had heen so recently transferred.*
The Marquis wrote to Ins greatest and best friend, the Com-

naudor.n-ch.ef; upon ^he subject of what he called his »dlress,ngand r.d.cu ous situation." in the bitterness of hisspham sent ' sa,dhe,«with a great noise, at the head of anamy, to do great th.ugs. The whole continent, France andjvhat.s theworsr.vthe British anuy, will be in' exp "^r "u'How far they w,
1 bo deceived, how far we shall be ridiculed"yo. nmy judge by the candid account you have got o the

ta o( our a(lau;s." It is quite evideu.. fro:r, the te^or of the
otter we are quoting, that the Marqui. suspected tha, he hadeon purposely detached from the company of Washiurton
Mth some smtster des.gn :-« There are th.ngs, 1 daro ..;' i"

;;

w uch I am dece.ved. A certain Colonel is not here for 'no-
'"'.I,. I am sure a cloud is drawn before my eyesHmvevor. there are points I cannot be deceived in » * * -^

Ihey have sent me more than twenty h'rench officers. I do
not know what to do with them. I am at a loss to knoww to act and ukleed I do not know for what I am here m^s^li. And agam, toward the close of the letter, ho says --^q

• fa-.cy the actual schoM,e is, to have me out of this pari of theconuuent and General Conway as cluef under the nned
ate du-oct.on of General Gates. How they will bring i ot

:
':

%'""^^' '^"^ '^
r''^^
—^'-^.- of that kin^J^puu. You are nearer than .nyself, and every honest man inCongress is your fr.e.id

; therefore you may foresee and pre
" vent the evil a hundred times better than I can "rThe true position of afHurs at Albany having been madeknown to Congress, ,t was resolved to instruct the Marqui tosuspend the expedition, and ai the same time to assurl him
that Congress entertained a high sense of his prudence acti-
v.ty.a';d zeal; and that they were fully persuaded no'thing
would have been wantmg on his own part, or on the part o1

Tl.e history of this abortive project has hoen drawn chirfly Cmm a Ion. "ISletter (,on, J,„nns Dnane to Governor Clinton, in the nu..,or-s fj.t ",;
^n' ht*

-(-ants, K.OT. vfV, ashington, vol. v.—Appen.iix.

( (' *'.f

r'
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" tlic officers who accompanied him, to give the expedition tlie

" utmost possible effect."
•

But, to return to the Indian affairs of the Mohawk Valley,

Early iu the year, various unpleasant symptoms were percepli-

ble, indicating the design of a renewed find more extensive In-

dian war than had been anticipated at any previous motiniif.

Information was received from the remote West, of a gcnonil

disposition among the nations in the region of the great lakes,

and the upper Mississippi, to join the Mohawks, Cayugas,

Onondagas, and Senecas, against the United States. The
master-spirit of those threatened movements was Joseph Brant,

whose winter-quarters were at the central and convenient point

of Niagara. Nor were Sir John Johnson and his associates,

Claus and Butler, inactive ; while the British commander at

Detroit, Colonel Hamilton, was at the same time exercising a

powerful influence over the surrounding nations of the forest.

On the opening of the year, therefore, great fears were enter-

tained for the security of the frontiers from the Mohawk to the

Ohio. Still, with the Six Nations, Congress resolved to make

yet another effort of conciliation—to secure their neutrality, if

nothitJg farther. Accordingly, on the 2d of February, resolu-

tions were passed, directing a council to be lield with these

nations at Johnstown, in the County of Tryon. General

Schuyler and Volkert P. Douw were appointed commissioners

for that purpose, and Governor Clinton was requested to de-

signate a special commissioner to be present on the occasion. In

pursuance of this solicitation, James Duane was appointed lor

that duty. The resolutions of Congress instructed the com-

missioners " to speak to the Indians in language becoming tliR

" representatives of free, sovereign, and independent States, and

"in such a tone as would convince them thut they felt t!i(?iii-

" selves to be so."t It was left to the discretion of the com-

missioners to determme whether it would be prudent to insist

u;> I their taking up arms in behalf of the States, or whether to

ct 'iient themselves with efforts to secure their neutrality.

The directions were, that the council should be liolden be-

tween the 16th and 20th of February ; but so slow or reluc-

tant were the Indians in assembling, that the proceedings were

Secret Journal, March Sd, cited by Sparka.

t Journals of Cong. vol. iv, page 63,
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not commenced until the 9th of March. Whether Gen^r.IScl.„y.or attended, is not ,c„own. The M.r^:,^^who ,va then temporarily in command of the Northern De!pa men

,
accompanied Mr. Duane to Johnstown, and was p^o

ct arr ;
"""^ '''" '^'^^ hnndred'indiarwTe

no a sm^lo Seneca, which was by far the most po'^e L'l naon On the contrary, they had the holdness to send a mes-

z£:::^^i "rr "
^'^•^^ ^^''^ °- tomahawk!re

" e mh." whh r ; T 7""'^ '"^«'^'"^"' »"^ ^'-^ eyes

"Flir L ' '
'^' ^"^'^ ""^ ^^^'^ ^"«»ds at German

"treatv !"
^"""'"""^^« ^^ould think of invitin,. them to a

The proceedings were opened hy an address from Congressramed n. accordance with the spirit of the resolutbns alfeady
cited, asserting the power of the United States, and their Zlnlmons conduct toward the Six Nations-and charginriem
d. tmctly w,th the ingratitude, cruelty, and treachery Swhich their pacific advances had been requited, and fo 'Vhicheparafon was demanded. From this charg of trel hervi^ One.das and Tuscaroras were not only honorably excemeT
but, on the contrary, were applauded for their firmness and Ltegnty, and assured of friendship and protection
An Onondaga chief spoke in behalf of the gnilty tribes Heexculpated hunself and his brother sachems, casting the blamen the young and head-strong warriors, who hesa.d wouM no.sen to prudent councils-illustrating their ow.i in ornrd"ti

cities by t ose occasionally existing a.non. the people of theStates, which it was at times found impossible to rep ess Hoalso spoke of the difficulty they were obliged to encountertw.thstandmg the influence of Butler and others in h rvi

"

of the Crown, acquired by bribery and other kindred artificerAn Oneida chief answered for his own nation and the Tus-
roras, with a spirit and dignity which would not h ve ds.

V :,^r"Vr- ^^ ^^'^"^'^--'"y ^-'-^^d the dege-neracy of the unfnendlytnbos; predicted their final dcsrruction; and declared the fixed and unalterable resolution oTthe
^J^OrisIuny. meaning. Tl.e quotation is from „ .on-.onpt l.u.r of Jame,

23
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tribes which ho represented, nt every hazard, to hold fast the

coven, lilt chain with the United States, and he buried with
them in the same grave, or with tliem to enjoy the fruits of

victory and peace, lie tiilly evinced the sincerity of these pro-

fessions, by desirinjr tiiat the United States would erect a for-

tress in their country, and station a small garrison within it

fiir thi;ir d(!li;nce. A promise to this etfect having been given,

the Oneida conchided with a solemn assurance, th;>t the two
nations for whom he spolce would at all times he ready to co-

operate with the United States against all their enemies.

In a private interview afterward, the Oneidas warned the

Commissioners agaii.st trusting to the Onondagas, whom they

considered as enemies to the United States, notwithstanding

their seeming contritiiin for the past. The Oneidas declared

that they had not the least doubt that the Onondagas, Cayu-
gas, and Senecas would renew their hostilities early in the

Spring ; that Colonel Butler would again be in possession of

Oswego, which he would more strongly fortify
; and for these

events tliey entreated the Commissioners to be prepared.

In their reply to the Indians, the Commissioners again ap-

plauded the Oneidas and Tuscaroras for their fidelity and

courage. The other nations, they so'd, were not sufficiently

represented to warrant the holding of a treaty with them. But

they, nevertheless, directed that another council for those tribes

should be held in Onondaga, at some subsequent day, at which

the demand of the United States of satisfaction for past wrongs

should be publicly made, and an explicit answer exacted.

They were admonished that the cause of the United States was

just ; that the hand of the United States could reach the re-

motest corner of the country of the Senecas ; and that they

trusted that the Good Spirit whom they served, wohld enable

them to punish all their enemies, and put it out of their power

to do them farther injury-*

The inhabitants of Tryon County, many of whom were

spectators at the council, were higldy gratified with the pro-

ceedings ; and it was supposed that the moral effect would be

good, not only in regard to the Oneidas, but also upon the

* Unpiibli^'hcd litter of .Tamus Diiaiie to Governor Clinton, giving a report of bis

mission, in the author's possesion.

V
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first importance; and they wntchod every opi)ortunity of

rnovinjs: lu tlint qimrtor, which pronused even a possible chance
of success, luvcn while the Marquis was present with the

Indian CoumissiontTs at Johnstown, no less a {H>rsonaefe than

a British Colonel, a ne|)hew of Sir Guy Oarleton, and bearing

the same honorable name, was well understood to be lurking in

that vicinity as a spy. Every effort was made for his arrest

;

nnd, as an inducement to the militia and Indians to be on the

alert, the Maniuis offered a reward of fifty fruineas from his own
purse, OS will appear by tho .nnexcd letter to Col. Gansevoort

The Marquis de Lapa\rtte to Col. Gansevoort.

" Johrsiown, the 9th March, 1778.
"Sir,

" As the taking of Colonel Carleton is of the greatest import-

ance, I wish you would use every exertion in your power to

have him apprehended. I have desired Colonel Livingston,

who knows him, to let you have any intelligence he can give,

and join to them those I have got by one other spy, about the

dress and figure of Carleton. You may send as many parties

as you please, and every where you'll think proper, and do
every convenient thing for discovering him. I dare say he
knows we are after him, and has nothing in viev. but to escape,

which I beg you to prevent by all means. Yon may promise,

in my name, fifty guineas hard money, besides every money
tJiey can find about Carleton, to any party of soldiers or Indians

who will bring him alive. As every one knows now what we
scud for, there is no inconvenience to scatter in the country

which reward is promised, in order to stimulate the Indians.

" I have the honor to lie, Sir,

" Your most obedient servant,

" The Mqs. de Lafayette."
" Col. Gansevoort, CoirCt. Fort Schnyler.^^*

The condition contained in this letter, that, to ei:title the cap-

tor to the promised reward, Carleton must be brought in alive

comports with the well-known humanity, through life, of the

illustrious friend of human liberty who wrote it. But the

search was fruitless. Carleton was an active and efficient

partisan officer, and was never taken. The Marquis retained

• This letter has been copied Ikjui tho orij;in!il, n i.ong the Qimscvoort papers.

>t .
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loynl i»arty proceeded down the St. Lawrence to Quebec, where

the residue of the prisoners were kept in close confinement

about four months. Some of the number died, and the remain-

der were sent to Halifax, and thence exchanged by the way of

Boston. This movement of tlie Tories hack in a body to their

deserted homes, and its success, form one of the most extraordi-

nary incidents, thoufrh in itself comparatively unimportant,

which transpired during the wars of the Mohawk country.*

With the opening of the season for active operations— though

he was himself never inactive-—Thayendanegea had again re-

turned to his former haunts on the Susquehanna—Oglikwajra

and Uuadilla. He soon proved himself an active and dreaded

partisan. No matter for the difficulties or the distance, where-

ever a blow could be struck to any advantage, Joseph Brant

was sure to be there. Frequent, moreover, were the instances in

which individuals, and even whole fl\milies in the outskirts of

the settlements, disappeared, without any knowledge on the part

of those who were left, that an enemy had been near them.

"The smoking ruins of their dwellings, the charred bones of

the dead," and the slaughtered carcasses of the domestic ani-

mals, were the only testimonials of the cause of the catastrophe,

until the return of a captive, or the disclosures of some prisoner

taken from the foe, fiirnished more definite information.! But

there is no good evidence that Brant was himself a participator

in secret murders, or attacks upon isolated individuals or fami-

lies; and there is much reason to believe that the bad feelings

of many of the loyalists induced them to perpetrate greater

enormities themselves, and prompt the pai ies of Indians whom
they often led, to commit greater barbarities than the savages

would have done had they been left to themselves.

In support of the foregoing opinion of Captain Brant, the

following incident, occurring in the Summer of the present

year, may be adduced. \ lad in Schoharie County, named

William M'Kown, while engaged in raking hay alone in a

Indians and Tories, in tlio woof' < in tho neighborhood of Ballatnn, and at the insti-

gation of one of the latter, name,i John I'aikcr, was immpdiateiy murdered. Parker

was iiimseif soon afterward taken as a sjiy bv Captain Bernett of the militia-

carried to Albany, tiied, convii teil, and < iiied.

• The facts respectint; this expedition t'e been collected and furnished to tho

author by John J. Shew, of Northampton, N. Y,

t Camnbel!'^ Annals,

V
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meadow, happeninff to turn i-nii.„i .

near him. Startled at 1 Lb ^ir?''':^
'" I"^''^"" ^ery

for defence but u:
",'''''''''"'''''" ''^''^^'^'^ ''*•«' '••il<«

" Ixm vou " Hp rho
.^""'^' y"""^^ ™'»

! 1 ^''^-^ll not

of u il :L n^^^ir'''-:;^:,::;^ ^-'^^-'-esidonce

reetion,and inquired o tl.o di!f frV'''V''
V""''"" ''"

Foster? "I am oartinl ,/
''^'''"' '^'^ '^"^^^ ^1>-

rather lunrelcomo visieer m 1J m * ' " """""'"' •>«

" 1 am a cousin of his " was the reioi.irl„r . i .

as™,e„„d a look .„a. plail^XteV U^ZXra'T

•h. Tories were ofteulime, „ o 1 ,

;,"
I

'"*"'°" "'"'

"Ji»over«d „„ inf„„c broaelu.'r ,wa. y ridl 7"T

.l;ou.s.„opi,,,do.„..„,e.hoi„„;o™u
me of the loyahsis, cursing l,i„, ,;„ |,i, hnmanity iluZltthrough w,d, h,s bayone., a,.d, U,u. ,r„„,r„ed, helS ..up
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" strnggliiifr in the agonies of death, as he exclaimed— ' this,
"

' too, is a rebel /'

"

To guard against these painful transactions, nothing short ot

the most cxeinphiry watchfuhicss would sufiicc. Not only

their habitations, but those who labored in the fields, were

guarded, being themselves armed at tlieir ploughs, liUe the la-

borers of the prophet in rebuilding 'ih'3 walls of Jerusalem. Nor
was this vigilance confined to any particular location. H'he

inhabitants around the whole border, from Saratoga, north of

Johnstown, and west to the G(.'rmau Flatts, thence south

stretching down to Unadilla, and thence eastwardly crossing

the Susquehanna, along the Charlotte river to Ilarpersfield,

and thence back to Albany—were necessarily an armed yoo-

mai.ry, watchinsf for themselves, and standing sentinels for

each other in turn; harassed iuily by conflicting rumors;

now admonished of the approach of the foe in the night by

the glaring flames of a neighbor's house ; or compelled sud-

denly to escape from his approach, at a time and in a direction

the least expected. Such was the tenure of human existence

around the confines of this whole district of country, from the

Spring of 1777 to the end of the contest in 1782.

The first movement of Brant himself, this season, (1778.) wns
upon tfie settlement of Springfield, a small town at the head of

Otsego Lake, lying directly west of Cherry "Valley, about ten

miles. Those of the men who did not fly, were taken prison-

ers. The chieftain then burnt the entire settlement, with the

exception of a single house, into which he collected all the

women and children, and left them uninjured.

It was reported in the mo; h of June, that Brant, whose
forces were increasing at Unadilla, was fortifying that post;

and Captain M'Kean was despatched with a small patrol in

that direction, by the {leople of Cherry Valley, to make obser-

vations. Arriving at a heuse about twenty-five nnles from that

place, M'Kean was informed that Brant had been there

with fifiy men, that day, and would probably return in the even-

ing. M'Kean wis at first disposed to Ui'tic possession of the

house, and attempt its defence—his force consisting of but five

man, exclusive of himself. But, ultimately forming a more

])rudent resolution, he withdrew "his forces" before nightfall,

and returned home without haviuL'- reconnoitred the chieftain's

"i»



, t

I'
*•'.

1778.] BATTLE AT COBLESRXLL. 313
position at Unadilla. In the ^onr<«P nf h;.

X-i^cir, :r„::sr:; ^f,*'"'™^'^"^'
^^-n ei,„„ \o

.n.d have a pi;c„ed b," J-Td ^ ^ I.T'be":"" m'
"'" ""'"

''Hliprnr V..II »i
"^Juiug, tn.ii It he woiild come to

an'd placed I
, .."""^r'T

'™? "'^'="=^ '" " -^"'

Lave irnnsmitled ,he ir H
"*"' ''°'""«" '^""W

ce„,„„>s» Jre .;„„M hf,fT' '''?" "' """>'• ^he
Mr P-irrif,., r- , ,

'^
"'•"" '" " '"'" addressed lo

tl.at the people of Ch ?' vXv . r '1'' '" ''"'""'"^

would fir,d
'
l.em.e; e LilS^' "'^ irT

'°'''

'I'

"'*'

iroopsand Schoharie militia „„der rTIi nf^ "'°"''"

o«i a Inrge body of I„di , Thl '^ """'" "'""'

™.. a„dihirty L,,,,ar:'t:e^„,i:: d ;:;r:?:;i:;:;;'"':

».=ral „o„se, killed 'and destro^H fIhe^1 ' .","
'Z'

=^:ft^^-r^-Si^jz^^?
1 henceforward, until the close of the war, the settlements cf

'ak- p..e.o„ t..«d;'^;; :':::::: i^-'^-
"-t^osittohave

'»*'-d of (778, vvLich was .UM.s k!! tn-eJat!! ' "'" "" ^''"^ '' '" ^^^«'

..fej.
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Schoharie were perpctufilly harassed by the strolling' bands of

the enemy, until at length they were eniirely laid waste by a for-

midable invasion. The principal of these settlements was the

vale of the Schoharie-kill—doubly inviting; from the benuty of

its scenery and the fertility of its soil—which was even then

thickly inhabited. But, although frequently doomed to sutler

from the savage tomahawk, justice nevertheless demands
the admission, that the first blood was drawn in that valley,

and the first act of barbarity committed, by the white man,

upon the body of an Indian sacliem.

The circumstances leading to the outrage were these : At an

early stage of the contest, the officers of the Crown made a

very strenuous eflbrt to control the popular feeling, and pre-

serve the loyalty of thu people of Schoharie, For this purpose,

not only the regular militia of the settlements, but all the male

population capable of bearing arms, were required to meet the

King's Conmiissioners at the house of Captain George Mann,

a loyalist of great wealth and influence, to take the oath of alle-

giance. They assembled in arms, and were kept on parade,

day after day, as they slowly gathered at the place of rendez-

vous in obedience to the requisition. Those who were loyal-

ists at heart readily took the oath ; but great reluctance was

manifested on the part of those whose predilections ran with

the Whigs. These, however, were threatened with the pains

and penalties of arrest, confiscation, and death, in case of re-

fusal ; so that for the most part they complied with the demand
of the Commissioners, and took the oath of fidelity to the Crown.

Immediately on taking the oath, the hat of the subject was de-

corated with a piece of scarlet cloth ; while some of those most

strongly desirous of manifesting their loyalty, wore scarlet caps.

Prominent among the latter class, Avere Lodwig Snyder, of the

Duanesbnrg settlement,* and a Mohawk sachem named Peter

Nickus, who gave offence to the Whigs by brandishing his

tomahawk and occasionally sounding the war-whoop.

But there were a few bold spirits upon whom neither the

threats of his Majesty's officers, nor the menaces of the Indians

in their company, had any effect. They refused peremptorily

to take the oath. Chief among these were Nicliolas Sternberg

* Snyder afterward abjured the lloyal cause, and discharged his duty faithfully as

a Will-'.

' M.
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and William Dcitz, who left the parade on the evenincr of fh.

with a visit of Tories Vnd nr i

^
'"''f''''

'"'^ ^'"•^"tened
c'l ui 1 ones ana Indians durino- thp nirrht t^ „. j

am,ly ,„ great anxiCy, „|,h„„jh „„ ,,„^.„ „f
'

J,'

„™™
'T

rtur™?' ,,,*'' "T """^ "" 1""-^"". "'"I <he rcc„.„ms bothreturned to the pnr.ido on tlie followins <lay-dclermineH „f

Zr- 'T'f "" P'"P'--'- "Wience to",he law. vetT otabut equally determined not to take the oMl,
,/'',". °"=^'

a thongh Mrs Sternberg ,«.„„„„ I,:tC 4 tSrS
mf'T n" °r"

^''"'•'"^ "" ''^«°f"- fanrily by", «::reftml. Nay she went lartter ; and appealing to tte Bib|. rhe

joinea to loai Cod and honor the Kino-" R„f i^ ,

Sternberg as with the Pnritans. He behe^ed th 'Z^!^to yrantswas obedience to God," as impliciti; s d7t reg.c.des who engraved that immortal sentiment upon the NewHaven rock
;
ana he was inflexible in his purpose.

Fortunately, however, in the course of the day affairs tookquite a different turn. It was at about the middle of he Xrnoon ,h,t Captain Mann mustered those who tj tatnthJoa h and received the red b^dge. They numbered one h ndred and upward, and were paraded before the Captain's ownhouse to perforn. the,r martial exercise, when thTr att'nt onwas arrested by the sound of steeds trampling n t dLance. A moment longer, and a cloud of horsame, came e
'

opmg along the highway from the direction of Alb ny wihdrawn swords flashing brightly in the sun. These u ex^eC^'
visiters proved to be Captain Woodbake, and tw^hundredcavalry, the object of whose approach was t'o disperJe t Xj
^

enng and proclaim the government of' the re,H blifTheir arrival was exceedingly inopportune for Captain Mm'who was cut short in the m.ast of a loyal oration, whfch las commending his citizen-soldiers for their' loyly aidhr.uening those who refused the badge of their'ovl eiWwith vengeance, swift and inevitable. As the cavilru fnl-c e
,
Captain Mann took to his heels and L?^I h^loyul followers, n.uiy of whom had assumed the before-men!
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1^'

tioiiccl iiisifTiiin, and siifiied the royal inusterroll on oompui-

fiioii, (lithor followed Iiis example or throw away their red caps,

ftlld ton; off the searlet patches from their h.its, witli tiie utmost

possihl') expedition. Orders were iminediiiUJy issued l.y Cap-

tain W( )iihike tfint Mann should be taken and brovij^ht to

hiin—!(!Jv«, if possible, but if not— not. iXnmbers started in

pursuit, v.'!!ile tlioso who remained upon the ground were col

lectctl info Sine, and a proclamation was read (o them by Cantais.

Woodbake, declaring fiie Roya! audiority Jit an end—pronoimc-

ing tho acts of the Kin<v r Conrtniissioneri.' null and void—and
nliNolving the p<?opIe ifom tlic oitth of allegiance just taken,

Upon tho ground il'at, by IJ e Utws neither of God nor man, are

onths binding which have I'Cen taken upon compulsion. Com-
moiiding those who had refused to take the oath for their

patriotism, he informed them that a Committee of Safety must
bo appointed, who would temporarily be invested with the civil

and miliiiiry authority of the district, and until, by elections and

Ofhtjrwiae, the govenunent could be organized in a more regular

miMuicr, Nicholas Sternberg and William Deitz were there-

upon nohiinated by Woodbake to serve as said Committee, and

invostrl orally with all necessary power for the government of

th(! dintrici : and the people were enjoined to obedience.

The affairs of the government having thus been settled, all

hnnds wen; ordered in pursuit of Captain Mann, and sentinels

Wfri posted at ditTerent points of observation. Among these

was Mr. Sternberg's eldest son Lambert, who was stationed by

tho ftido of a wheat-stack, sheltered by a roof of thatch upon
four posts.* The orders were strict, that if Mann would not

surroiider, he must be shot. Toward evening, on the approach

of ll thundor-gust, young Sternberg, who was a lad of only

sixtoeti years, climbed to the top of the wheat-stack for shelter,

where, lo his great surprise, he stumbled upon the loyal cap-

tain, Tlie youth informed him at once that he must surrender

or bo shot. The Captain implored for mercy—declaring that

he diircd not to surrender hin;.'" to Woodbake, because h"

lifij would bo taken. The yout r. oeated that his orders wnrr

explicit, and he must surrender oi be shot. But Mann hae

* ThcKC Blructures ;,» new countries, where bams are not large enough to sliclter

the prmliice, nre called barracks.
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.vcd a m^A:>,ar to his n.tlior-hnd ever boon kind fo Inm-and
h s heart finlcd at the thought of talcin, his hfe. ffe ,hcn

, oposed to t .e Captan, to f.re his musket by way of alarm, h't
ors m.,ht .o,ne and take him. BtU this wal ol>joe,ed lo by

^' ;"
;

1. c-ina earnestness. It now thundered and iiohten-
ed tcr/ully, wh.le the rain descended in torrents. Wutc hh I
!- opportntnty, therefore, and av.ilin,. himsclfof the confli 1.he e ..nents, and that, also, which was workit.g in the o.ou. ot h.s young neighbor so suddenly phiced in hostile array
.•..a.nst nm, Mann contrived to spring from his hid t ^^J
: c. 7 :;;''! '""V"Pr ^'T

^'^'^ ^arrack.posts, effe^tedrs'escape n.to a corn-field and thence into the woods Thesmphng soldter fired, as in duty bound, but doubtless ..joLdthat the shot was without effect.
"joi.ea

On the next day, information having been received that abody of Indtarjs were lurking in the neighborhood of Middle'burg, a (e^v mdes f-.rther up the valley, Captain Woodbake1ceoded th-ther with his squadron of horse. The on y ndi'

n

seen was the before-mentioned sachem, Peter Nickns.lho w^d scovered tn a thicket of hazel bushes, and immediately broughto the ground by a shot that broke his thigh. Sever d pistolswere s.multaneously snapped at him, but without efil.ct' heroops then distr^ounted, and running upon the wounded Indianuihumanly hacked him to pieces with their swords Pe r^.cKus was^ therefore the first victim of the Revolution in theValley of the Schoharie-kill, nor does it appear that he hadbimself been guilty of any act of positive hostility
All search for Captain Mann was for the time fruitless Hesucceeded in escaping to the mountains, where he remained
teen days; but at length was induced to surrender through

the intervention of friends, on condition that he should receive
no personalinjury. He was thereupon taken to Albany, and
Kept m confinement to the end of the war.*

re,ln'''7'"'"'"'^°''u^"P"''"
^''"" ^"^ ""' confiscated, and hew., suffered to

ZIT ' "'°/"'"' '"^' P^*^'^«'l-g pages fron> a written narrative hy the ,on ofN c o,„ s,ernherg I, was thrown out of its proper chronologieal order. becauBOnot received nntd after this chapter was in the hands of the prinrer

I <
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CHAPTER XV.

Tilhfi story of Wyominoi—Glnncent its history—Bloody battle betwepn theShawa-
nose and Doliiwurcs—Count Zinzcndorf—Conflicting Indinn claims and titles—
Rival land companres of Connecticut and Pennsylvania—Murdi-r of 'I'adenstind
—The tirst Connecticut Colony destroyed by the Indians—Controversy rcsprcling
their titles—Rival Colonies planted in Wyoining—The civil wars of Wyoming-
Bold ndventiirc ofCapiain Oiidcn-Ficrcepnssionsoflhe people—The Connecti-
cut settlers prevail—Growth of the aeltlements—Annexed toConn( client—Break-
ingouloftheRevolution—The inhabitants, stimulated hv previous hatred, take sides—Arrest of suspected persons in January-Sent to Hartford—Evd consequences
—The enemy appear upon the outskirts of the settlements in the Sprins— Inva-
sion by Colnneljohn Butler and the Indians—C<ilonel /ebulon Butler prepares
to oppose them—Two of theforia taken—Colonel Z. Bullcr marches to encounter
the enemy—Baltic ofWyomins—The Americana defeated—The fliaht and nms-
socre—Fort Wyoming besieged—Timidity of the garrison—Zebulon Butler's
authority not sustained—Ke escapes from the fort—Colonel Dennistoii forced to
capituhile—Destruction of the Valley-Barbaritioa of the Tories—Brant not inihe
cxpediiion—Calharine Montour—Flinht of the fuailives—Expedition of Colonel
Hartley up the Susquehanna—Colonel Zebulon Butler repossesses himselfof Wvo-
ming, and rebuilds the fort—Indian skirmishes— Close of the History of Wyoming.

The melfvncholy story of "Wyoming stands next in chrono-

logical order. It does not, indeed, appertain directly to the

history of the Mohawk Valley ; but it is nevertheless connected

intimately with that history, while it has ever been regarded as

one of the mobt prominent events in the border history of the

Revolutionary contest. Its importance, moreover, as a section

of the Indian portion of that contest, is such as to warrant the

episode, if such it must be c.illcd. Many were the battles du-

ring that struggle, of far greater importance ihun the affair of

Wyoming, both in regard to their magnitude and their results
;

and many were the scenes characterised by equal if not greater

atrocity. But from a variety of circumstances, as well ante-

cedent as subsequent to the battle, it has happened that no event

connected with the aboriginal wars of our country stands out

in bolder relief than that. Sixty years have elapsed since the

tragedy of Wyoming was enacted ; the actors themselves are

no more; and yet the very mention of the event sends a cliill

current to every youthful heart, while the theatre of the action

itself has been rendered classic ns well as consecrated, by tlie

nndying numbers of one of the most gifted bards of the ago.

So long as En^lisli poetry exists, will the imaginary tale of

Gertrude of Wvoming be rea], admired, and wept; and
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tIions;t:KJ., ,n ovrory goMoratioa to ,.,„>.., will receive the boau-
nn.l f.cl.oM (or tr.ul., while the dotails of flict by the faithfu.
l.istonau, rejecti„<r the exao-geratioMS of Ramsay and Gordon
and the.r associate writers of the revolutionary era, togethe.^
with conipi ers ,noro modern, who have taken no pains to inqmre
f;)r the truth, may be regarded as too common-place and unim-
portant for attention.

Wyoming is the name of a beautiful section of the vale of
the Susquehanna, situated in the north-eastern part of the State
ot lennsylvama. It is twentyfive u.iles in lon,nh, by about
three m breadth, ly.ng deep between two parallel raLs of
mouutains, crested with oak and pine. The scenery around is

JM and picturesque, while the valley itself nught be chosen
for another paradise.*

The possession of this valley has not been an object of the
wlnte man's amb.t.on or cupidity alone. It has been the subiert
ot controversy, a.id the fierce battle-ground of various Indian
tnbes, Within the white man's time, but before his possession •

and h-om the remains of fortifications discovered there, so an'cent that the largest oaks and pines have struck root upon the
ramparts and in the entrenchments, it must once have been the
seat of power, and perhaps of a splendid court, thronged by
chivalry, and taste, and beauty-of a race of men far different
roaithe Indians, known toussince the discovery of Columbus

It ^vas here that the benevolent Count Zinzendorf pitched 2
tent,on commencing his Christian labors among the Shawanese
and where he was saved from assassination by the providential
mtorvention of a poisonous reptile. Originally it lay with
the territory of the Lenni I.enape, or Delawarl Indians b
It was claimed by the Six Nations by right of conquest.' In
1/42 a grand council of the .hiefs and warriors of the SixNations and De awares was held in Philadelphia, in conse^quence of difiiculties touching the title to certain Im dslvinl
Within the forks of the Delaware, .h.h the p^o^l^Jn,

m.«.Mn.;lar.rror extensive an,l «, .

compound; Manglman
•. " "'*^"> ""''"""''* plarns or meadows • sin fhnni,

be tm,Hatod .. ne Large Ptain,:^ I,.L Ian..K..e of
'

's xNa I T' '""'

was culled Sg.hontowano, or " TUe Lar.e FlaU^ '• •nil J •'

^V'*""'""
gnagc, a laran pi^ce of -round wi.l.v,- ,

'neanm,?, m their Ian-
3- pi-ce ground >, aliout trccs._cv. plan's History of iryommg

vhi
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Pt'nnsylvania allnged tl.iit VVillinm Penii had purchasod of
tlio Doliiwares, but wlii- li the Dohiwarcs yet retained in pos-

session, while at the same time the Six Nations chiimed the

ownership. The Governor of Pennsylvania hnvine ovnlainod

tlie state of the case to the council, remindc '

,.. ^ii,~^,i, of the

Six Nations tha;, inasmuch as they had alwa/s required the

goverinnent of Pennsylvania to remove such whites as intruded
upon their lands, so "ow the government expected the Six-

Nations to rem. '/e the Indians from the lands which it had
purchased.* Old Cannassateego was the master spirit of the

Iroc]uoisde!"g!!tionon thisoccasion
; and, after due consideration,

he pronouii.if d the decision of his associate chiefs. He rebuked
the Delaware s in the sharpest terms for their dishonesty and
duplicity, in first sellinj^- land which did not belong w them,
and even then retaining possession of it themselves. He
taunted them for their degraded condition as having been con-
quered and made women of by his people, and after an indig-

nant philippic, ordered them to leave the disputed territory, arul

remove to Wyoming or Shamokin.
The commands of the Six Nations were neither to be ques-

tion nor disregarded, by the surrounding Indian nations, at tli.it

stage of their history, and thti clan of the D-lawares occupying
the land in dispute, forthwith removed to Wyoming, thf;ii in

the partial occupancy of a clan of the Shawanese. But the

latter were friendly to the S Natio at thai ime, and A-ere

suffered to retain possession of tfie west side of the river, while

the Delawares planted themselves down upon the east, and
built their town of Maughwauw ue -the original r.f Wyomin-
But the close proximity of the uvo clans or parts of naiions,

was no addition to their happiness. Mutual jealo ^es wrre
entertained; and no long period of time cl-osed nffon; tluir

animosities were sharpened into actual ! liti' ufioij the

smallest provocation. At length there wa; iisr more sub-

stantial war. On the breaking out of hoiwiities tj.tweon the

Frenc!; id American Colonies, in what is now called the old

French war, the Shawanese espoused the side of the PVnch,
while tlie Six Nations and Delawares adhered to the Englisii.

Still the two Indian comnmnities in Wyoming did not actually

take up arms in (hut contest, until the occurrence of an iuci-

Cli3|)inaii's Hislory of Wyomiti".;.
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t-.s,.l,a, .lK,ir vie „ ,J I'l;,
" ° °"°" ,°'"""« '"" '"™"-

llio "larffin „f ,l„.
"1

,! ,

'''"'" """" S""'"'"* ''»» "l""lt

a oartv of i , i,
"'"" '"'"• ^^'"1'= ""'^ ""Sa^ocF

inor„i„. „ Shi .

„"™ CM,'"; '" "'" '""'' »' ""-

arose a,„l„„ ,1,/;, do"; f^° H ' "'"S^-""" ' <I"»"ei

A,na.o,,ia„b„,,,e,,Jteor ,^^"
Tr'^:,!'''"''

""" ""

contend^ ,l,a, ,he Sha>™„«e h d ,o r J,. ^t"'°
""'"""

rPhn «i.
wron(/,s of their wives and cliildren

:r;iiaX o;:,e^"r; rrrr- •: '"- ™"'^"''

oa, „,„„„ers were kZ .fl.' i/r """ ""T
.ho, gained .he shore. S,.ceuin /;:/,'rri Sfft.nous a„d bloody, was fo„„h, ab„„, a „„, h„„ ^ •„; '^ «

l:: Thesh""''="
"''™' '"^-''» -- killed ,"i

S . ^'r',
*'"«"«<'• "!«"« «T-es had beo„ greatly weakeaed at the landing, were al length ov..ri»wereH „ l „i,i ,

^
eseupe as best they conid, with the lo^IX r ,'i; r „ ,„£The consequence of this defeat vv,« tl.» ; T ""'"b<T.

was revoked by their former conquerors
^ ''"'"'"

* Chap„an'sHist,„y of Wyoming.
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Wfts conceded to belong to the Six Nations
; and n formal per-

mission was jriven to the coiiiil ijy the latter, (o preach the Gos-
pel aiiiontr them. He was met by a numerous embassy of their

chiefs, from Vvhom he received a speech of welcome, which at

once laid the ibimdation of a good understanding between
them.* But, notwithstanding this admitted superiority of the
Iroquois in the time of Sir William Johnson, the rival and con-
flictmg Indian claims of title were the cause of rival nec-oiia-

tions between tliu white land-speculators and both nations of

Indians, which in the end were the cause of nmny and very
sore evils, as will presently appear.

The first movement toward the planting of a white colony
in the Wyoming Valley was made by Connecticut in 1753. It

was justly held that this section of country belonged originally
tc the grant of James I., in 1620, to the old Plymouth Company.
The Earl of Warwick and his associates having purchased the

right of the Plymouth Company to the territory of Connecticut
and the lands beyond New Jersey, west, " from sea to sea,"

within certain limits, Connecticut claimed under that grant.

But no sooner was a company formed to plant a colony in

Wyoming—called the Susquehanna Company-^thm Penn-

ri?crtewelder. The incident of the eerpcnt, referred to in a preceding page,
wn» as follows :—Jealous of tho Count's intintions in coming among" lliem,
some of (he Indians had resolved upon liis death. "Zinzcndorf was aloiTe in his
tout, scaled upon a bundle of weeds composing his bed, and engaged in writin",
when the assassins approached to execute their bloody commission. It was niglu,
and the tool iiir of September had rendered a fire necessary lo his comfort. A blairket
ciiit.iin was the only guard to the entrance of his tnit. The heot of his fire had
drawn fortli a large rattlesnake from the contiguous brake ; and the reptile, lo enjoy
til* genial warmth, hod crawled slowly into the tent, and passed over one of the holy

man's legs unperceived. Without, all was still and quiet, except the distant sound
of 1(1.; river at the rapids a mile below. At this moment the Indians softly approached
|he door of his tent, and gently removing the curtain, contemplated the venerable

man, tco deeply engaged in tho subject of his thoughts to observe either their np-

proach t r the serpent which lay extended befero him. At a sight like this, even the

heart of tie savages shrank from the idea o',' committing the barbarous oct, and they

hastily retuiied to tlieir lodge, and informed their companions that the Great Spirit

protoctcd the stranuer, for they had found him with no door but a blanket, and had

seen a large rattlesnoke crawl over his legs without attempfin;; to injure him."

This circumstance wrought us sreal a change as did the incident of the viper, after

the sliipwrcck, in the fortunes of Paul. The Coimt sonn acquired the confi'l'nrn of

the Indians; and the occurrence probably roulributed essentially toward i icin^'

m.iy of them subsequently to embrace the Cliiinlian religion.— C/mpm«n'j Hin.

Wyoming.
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0.1 all sides, „ d 10„.- iS, r f
";"'' "'"' "'"""'' '««'

K«tio„, sold ,0 u'c S,X2n, •'"""''''' •'°"""""-' "'^ *''

Co„„cc.ic„. C„C,y :^tZ^72; r'
'" '"^ '""

Preucl, „„d India,, wars thnir Zi ' >^ """"" "^ "'«

i. was not u „ "irl ,h
'

' '"™""'™ """'°™"». ""
^^^^^

1762 Ihal they wore onubled to obtain „ fo„,.

«»rs„f (ton o„r .fcr,:,"
"""""" '" f^-fhesnc!

on her P-. obtained rrt^^'Ti'^T "'""' """^

counsel. In (bis no^ifin,, ^r ,
" """" "P'nion from ennnent

fei the i„t.n. lo^e ;,L ';,7'""'r'''
; """"""""' i--

^^^;er;:is'S;;::irtitr"'^^-°'^""

cits *rL^^ '- •-^^^^^ z:Connecticut. But the emigrants, unconscious th.t a aorm w^ts

Tadeuskund was a Dcliiwnrpri.;..r,f . »,

jnown a.„„, the En.ii.: t;;: 'i . Si.'zi:"";
''' '7 ''''' '"^ --

Moravians, but wan waverin. and \n.o,JS u /' ""' "'""'''' ''>' "^«

become a consiato.U follo.er;f t er Cv ,ra '^'''T.
''"'' '^'" ''^ ""^'P""^ '«

m.gh, suit his policy. He inclined o .he F I. cV n ,

' " '"".'"'"'='' '""'

eluding a peace among several Indian n ,
"„ 758 7^ '""""'^"^ '"•=""-

Six Nations. "* "* ''^^> ^'"ch gave umbrage to the

ni



Ill'* 1

» (

;:>"

Ill'

'

u,
.r-

k:

» 1

'••'WWII'

' •I,..

TJ*

321 LIFE OF IJRANT. [1778.

risinjr atrains! tliom, reiiiiiined in fancied security. They had
^iveu no olR'nce ; and in order to allay any suspicions that

rnitjlit odierwise be awakened among the Indians, they had
even neglected to provide tliemseives with weapons for self-

protection. The consequence was the sudden destruction of
their settlement by a party of Delaware Indians, on the 15th
of October. The descent was njade upon the town while the

men were at work in the fields. Aboiit twenty persons were
killed, and several were taken prisoners. Those who could,

men, women, and children, lied to the woods and the moun-
tains, from whence they were compelled to behold the sad
spectacle of their dwellings in flames, and the Indians makin,"-

off with the remains of their little property. Their flight

through a trackless forest to the Delaware, unprovided with
food, and unprotected by suitable clothing against the searching
weather of Autumn, was painful to a degree. But even then
their journey was not ended, as they had yet to proceed back
to Connecticut, destitute, and on foot.

In 1768 the Delaware Company took advantage of a treaty

holden at Fort Stanwix, and purchased of the same Six Nations,

who had sold to the Connecticut Company, the same territory

of Wyoming. The Pennsylvanians entered upon immediate
possession

; and when, on the opening of the ensuing Spring,

the Connecticut Colonists returned with recruits, they found
others in the occupancy of the lands, with a block-hou-" erected,

and armed for defence, under the diieotion of Amos Ogdeii

aiil Charles Stewart, to whom a lease of a section of land in

the heart of the valley had been granted by John Pcnn, for

the express purpose of ousting the Connecticut claimants.

Here was a new and unexpected state of things. Some of the

leading men of the Connecticut Colony were decoyed into the

lilock-house, arrested, and sent of!' to a distant prison. But re-

cruits coming on from Connecticut, they in turn built works of

defence, and proceeded with their colonial labors.

In the Summer of 1769, the Governor of Pennsylvania made
preparations to dispossess the intruders, as they considered the

Connecticut people, by force ; and a deiachuK nt of armed men,

to the number of two hundred, was sent into the territory.

The Colonists prepared lor ;i sitige ; but oik; of their leaders

naving been taken prisoner, and .sent to gaol in Philadelphia,
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n.ory, with the ceiZ o
'

t: ::^.Xm^ 'T "^ "^-

remain u.id secure the cron. 11^,^ ]
"" "^"'^ '"^

departed th-in H.r P 'T*
';'" "'^ «««n«r ''ad the ColonistsutpaiiLu, tn<in the Pennsv vimi nns \i>ri K,r n i i , ,

ti,e whole colony, d«l„,vLr ,1 t fi , f ''*" P'""')'""''

I., the mo,ul, of tiZ 7r„ .1
' r™"

""'"•''°"-

milled, a„d marc! •
,,p Wv ,

' T
"""""""'' Colonist,

z»r„s S,e,va,l. They „1Z ,

'^

'
"^ °,™" "™'"' ^^

house, con,„i„ir,| 1,1, su li™ w ™'
1 7" "' "' "'""-

'" charge of his r,.„ai„i„'„ /'l"' ^,^
' ' '" 'T" '"^ n™

to, .he pre, ndin,r yc.r I, :,J
,'

„ T' ,.
""= ™"'^"'=' "^ Os-

'..«'» wL ri.id,y .!.:;, sp:;!,;'i;\!r,,,:T''"'''
""" *° '" "-

»f Cap.ai„ Ogden, as h„ w 1 ; ^^^
'"*; '"," -'»'-""

a work, and .he women and children in .|,e7o,- "v f

:r=r::S'i^:ri;';^;--rf-'-.?

"'Oiotliaji Indian ranacitv Tll,Tl
'"'"'"^ving day, with

»".; ».. on- ,0 dis.,r ,l;,7";;
;;;rrs:tr""''

proater portion, together with tl,. w, „ld ^ iH
' .-'^^

"'.ecur„y,„ ho„se, Unil. wi.l,„. ,|,e r„,; p„,.s, were ,ata

^t£
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prisoners. Those, liaving been deprived of their property, were

driven from tlie valley.

The parties to tiieso controversies, which could not bnt en-

<render all the bitterest passions in the nature of man—render-

iti<r what miiiht Imve been a second Eden, a theatre of strife,

discord, and " hell-born hate,"—fought, of course, as they pre-

tended, luider the jurisdiction of tlie respective States to which

they assumed to belong. The civil authorities of Pennsylva-

nia'frequently interposed ;
and after the burning of Ogdeii's

block-house, attempts were made to arrest several of the Con-

necticut party for arson. Stewart was apprehended, bnt was

soon afterward rescued.

After the capture of the fort in December, the Supreme

Court of Pennsylvania once more issued a writ for his arrest,

and the sheriff was sent witn the posse at his heels ; but the

garrison would not admit him. The fort was fired upon by

the posse, under the direction of the sheriff, and in returning

the fire, one of the Ogdens (Nathan) was killed. The sheriff

thereupon drew off his forces for ttie night. But it was no

sooner dark, than Stewart and forty of his men withdrew from

the fortress, leaving a garrison of only twelve persons, who ca-

pitulated on the following morning. Three hundred pounds

reward was offered by the Governor of Pennsylvania for the

arrest of Stewart. The fort was left in charge of Amos Ogden,

who induced most of his former associates to return with him.

In July following, this important post was again doomed to

change hands. The Colony was invaded by Captain Zebuloii

Butler, with upward of seventy men. These being joined by

Stewart and his party, tliey immediately took possession of the

lands, while Ogden with his people, to the number of eighty-

two, retired into the new fort of Wyoming, which tliey had just

built, and prepared for resistance. The contest was now as-

suming greater importance than ever. Butler and Stewart at

once invested the fortress, and recruits arriving from Coimecti-

cut, they were enabled to throw up redoubts, and open en-

trenchments for a regular siege. Tl^is new fort was planted

directly upon the bank of the river. Perceiving himself thus

completely shut in, Ogden formed the bold enterprise of leaving

his garrison in the night, and lloating down the river, past the

works and the sentinels of the enemy, in order to repair to Phila
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delphia for succors. For the purpose of better soourinc l.is ,,

o-.eet.o„Mnaturji:;::;^.r;t;;;^s^^
fire of the enemy, if discoverprl T^l,«

completely succes ful iZf' 7 T" ^' ^""''' ^^'^^

attention of hr

7

deceptive object did attract thea.teiition of the besiegers and received their fire- althoucdi

^^:T:r'^'T '-''^ --«^'i^"-ndc;£uere uddied with bullets. He nevertheless escaped to "hilaie Ph.a, and .s entitled to the credit of performinc^ one of 1
bo dest and most difficult individual expLts on ^LT

In consequence of these tidings, the government ordered afo.ce of one hundred men to be sent to t1,e reUef of Fon Vvo

be separa ed into two divisions, and marched to the fort fromdff.reut directions. Captain Dick, with one division proceeT

t nin vr ^^'^".^^'^^'^-'^-- «^ p-isions fo;r 11

':
drod men When m ,ts neighborhood, however, he was ^-abuscaded by the. troops of Butler and Stkvart, and thrown infoconfusion by the fire. Twenty-two of the party su ceedod i

'

.-ttuig into the fort, and the remainder, wifh fom- nactl orsof provisions, fell into the hands of Butler. The s^.e om.mc and was prosecuted with great vigor until he 14ttAugust, when, his supplies being exhausted, Colonel Claln
assadant, cap.tulated-stipulating that his troops, tZ^r

.th Ogden and h,s party, should withdraw from VVyo;n
'

^::^ her";"""'''
',"""" '^'^ ^'^'^' «"^ ^ --'d shoTlle^d^mother officer, named Wilham Ridyard, upon whom theformer was leaning, bein. faint from loss o/blood.

The president of the Pennsylvania proprietaries cmplHnedthe conduct of the Connecticut people in these hosliitesand Governor Trumbull disclaimed any connexion with heaffairs of Wyoming on the part of the State over which tpresided. But as the Connecticut people contmi ed 1 L -
^n.^n:ements into the settlement, tl.e PennsvlZianr:^:

ui^IttteSr;.'^"'
^or a season made no farther attempts

The settlers now JauTied the protection of (Vnnorticut tb«^j>vermn.ut of which attomp^d a mediation be w cT Ve^
l''« of Wyoming and the govcruineut of Pe.nsyl.!.aiZ!Z
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without success. Meantime the people of the Colony proceed-

ed to organize a sovermiieiit, and to exercise almost all the

attributes of sovoroignty. The general laws of Connecticut

were declared to be in force; but for their local legislation,

they organized a pure democracy—the people of all their towns

and settlements meeting in a body, as in Athens of old, and

making their laws for themselves. The legislature of Connec-

ticut extended its broad aegis over them, framed a new county

called Westmoreland, and attached it to the comity of Litch-

field in the parent State. Zebulon Butler and Nathan Dennis-

ton were appointed justices of the peace, and the people sent

one representative to the Legislature of Connecticut. The

(governments of Connecticut and Pennsylvania kept up a war

of proc' imations and edicts upon the subject, while the settle-

ment advanced in population and extent with unexampled

rapidity.

Thus matters proceeded until the year 1775, when, just after

liostilities had been commenced between the Colonies and the

British troops at Lexington, the old fends between the settlers

of the rival companies suddenly broke forth again. A new

settlement of the one was attacked by the militia of the o:her,

one man was killed, several were wounded, and others m idn

prisoners, and cairied off to a distant jail. Other outrages

were committed elsewhere, and of course all the angry pas-

sions—all the bitter feelings of hatred and revenge between the

rival parties claiming the soil and the jurisdiction—broke out

afresli. The settlements of each had become extended dining

the live years of peace, which of course iiad mnltiphed the

parties to' the contest ; so that, as the men of Wyoming flew to

nrms, a more formidable civil war than ever was in prospect, ;\t

• he moment when every arm should have been nerved in the

common <'ause of the whole country.*

Concress being now in session, interposed its authority by

ira" of mediatorial resolutions. But to no purpose. The in-

lerposition was repeated, and again disregarded. In tlie mian-

• At this time the settl^mrnts consisted of eight townahips, viz : LncUnwana,

h.^U'r, Kingston, Willtesbarrfi, Plymoiitli, Naiitii<.ke, Huntinoton, and Salom;

each I'onlainm^ five miles square. The six townsliips w(!re pn tty fidl of iiilmbit-

•nts; the two upper ones had comparatively few, thinly Bcattertd.-^/fNO/t'v «t-

mtmbranetr, for 1773.
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of Colonel PJunke t fiuf '"f
^^^"""^^""der the direction

Susquehanna, on coL^ :;;7"^7^['- -est hank of the

hy 'I rocky buttress theh- 1 ,

'^'^' "^'"'-^^"y clefended

volley of L,sket ;' An i s"nt'T ^"^^^'^ -'-^^d hy a

earned that the rockv n r-

n'
'"'^ "^"^ "'^"^^^« ^is-

dom. upon tie fo., i^ou d t T ''"'" °' '""^^''"^^ '-^'^^

repel him. Taken u s ,

'"'?' f^'""*^ '»^^"«^^'^^"^ ^o

Plnnkett -treated lit "it ^'L^l'.f^^-'-'^'y '^ --prise,

consuhation. He next ^J, T f ^ " P""'"' «^ cock's, for

"^^ "-arch ont e Tde ^B^rr
^'^ '"'^'^ «"^ -"-

VVyomin, had .een too q^t forhir\te' n'^ T^"
''

so hotly received hv -, (hJ.nh ^ Jnvaders were
side, that they veL^ons rl^^^^^^^

'" ""'^"^^^'^^ °» ^'- ^''-r
to rally again

^«"«^^«'"-d to retreat, nor did they attempt

^^X^ ofT "f^^^ <^--stration of the Pro

cordial hatred between the nZ; ' '""''' ^^'"'^ "^^re

conflicts between The rll T''''~T '''''' ^''^ingthe bloody

ftlt between iradtrc„::7
''- Ghibelline._than was

^"e collisions .ius:tsse"u :;x'i':r' r'"^^^"^^'
^"

'f> therefore, that the nn.r,S\ J
'' ""fortunate was

•noment when e rv'"" ' 1

' '^ ",",
''''''' "' '^^ P^-'''^^

.«on defence-^speci^^^^^^^ T" '' ""^'^^^ ''' '^'^ '"^-

Nor was tliis the onlvpsril Ti.^ i •

of opinion between t he 'peo^^^ il' "osr"'
' ""^^^'«'---^

country on thp o-r„..f

m almost every section of the

country a^d t e c' b i '"r""
'^ '"'"^ '^'^^^^^" '^^ P^-nt

^vould Cher sh a tlfhld '! "''^ ^" '^'' ^^^^''^^ '^-'^e.

J'«d been nrevi:'
'^ '"''''"^ "'«^''' repnblicans who

of the D lawafe Con
''''''; ''^"^ ^' "^^ny of the adherents

t'orKs, early e^^^^^^^^
from both fac

dor t e 1 I^rTof S r T T^' '"' ^'"^^"^^' ^''«-«^'^-« "»-

-
-u iK, no difficulty ui accounting lor the peculiar ferocity
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which mnrkcd the conduct of such of tho refngncs as returned

in arms against their former belUgerent neighbors.*

The popuhition of the Wyoming settlements, at tlie com-

mencement of the war, numbered five thousand souls, Three

cofr.uiiies of regular troops were enlisted among them for tlie

service of the United States. Their militia, regularly enrolled,

Bmonnted to eleven hundred men capable of bearing arms, and

of thi.s force three hundred entered the army ;t so proHfic was

their soil, and so industrious were the people, that they were

enabled to furnish large supplies of provisions for the army.

Three thousand bushels of grain were sent thence to the army

ill the Spriug of the present year. The same plan of watchf'U

ncss against the scouts and scalping parties of the eneuiy was

adopted as in other frontier settlements, and the utmost vigi-

lance was observed ;
while regular garrison duty was, iu suc-

cessive turns, performed by the citizen soldiers in the several

fortifications which defended their valley.

Some faint demonstrations were made by straggling parti(?s

of Tories and Indians, who prowled about the settlements

during the Summer of the preceding year, while St. Leger was

hcsic'ring Fort Schuyler ; but after a few skirmishes with the

inhabitants they dispersed, and the latter remained uiidis

turhed during the rest of the year. Still, an impression tliat

some of the Tories, who had been in arms against them, or

who had been instrumental in bringing the Indians upon them,

were yet lurking in the vicinity, and bent upon mischief, left

the people not altogether at ease ;
and in the month of January,

1778, twenty-seven suspected inhabitants were arrested. Nii!<>

of these were discharged on examination, for want of suflicienl

evidence to warrant their detention ;
while the remaining eigh-

teen were sent to Hartford, in Connecticut, and imprisoned.

The nine who were first discharged, immediately lied to the

enemy, and were followed thither by such of their suspected

associates as were subsetiuently set at liberty in Connecticut.

• This sitctch of the preliminary history of Wyoming, rapid as it is, li.is nnvcr

thcliws owMisionod a longer dii^ression thiiij was intended ; but it has seeiniMJ nfices

(inry totlm deduction of sonnMhin? like a just hypothesis, by which to judge of the

peculiar features of the battle of Wyoming and the massacre that followed.

t See Chapman's History of Wyoming;—also Memorial to tneConnectinitLe-

(pdUtiirc.
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LTel^lrif"! ^'-V'"f.^""^''"^^
^'•" more embitteredthe leelings of these Loyalists a-ainst the Whi<.s and theeffe t was soon perceptible in the behavior of the Tor es andIndians occasionally patroling their borders

For a tnTie, however, the apprehensions thus excited were

dtp7r inirin?' ''"T
""'''''''' ''^^ ^^^ Indian nal

deceptive. Instead of E^ ^.^ •«--«

given to the scattered and re::te^,c:^: " ^^^^ l'^^hirtymdes np the rive, who therenpon immodia "so ^ffor greater security in the more populous towns. Diuirth'months o April and May, tbe settlements be^an to be mlonsiderably annoyed by larger parties of Tories a.^ LidTrwho hung upon their borders, and made frequent in. '1^;
among them for purposes of plunder-robbing the people

"

provisions. Wax.ng yet more audacions in June, several irur-ders were committed. Six of these victims were a mother nnr!
er five children, who were doubtless killed unde 7211

hension asto her character, since the woman was tireffeno of the Tories who had been arrested in Janua v Thehouses and plantations of the slain were of course plundered of

I ward the close of June, the Bridsh officers in command
t Ma,ara determined to strike a blow upon these settlements

for which purpose about three hundred white men consis n

J

.part of regular troops, but principally of refuge L"Sunder the command of Colonel John Butler, together Sabout five hundred Indians, ma., bed in tliat di ...bn a nvmg at Tioga Point, Butler and the Indian leaders t procured

Almon's Rpnipmbrtncpr, 1778—Second Part

di^ 'jLo t::'l ^V-;;'--""
-^'-"'y i-n what tribes or nations ,he«e In.

" "
"^ ^"^ ""'" '•>

"" "«« a •"« imgPs onward, that there i» rea-

W' 'i'



in*

111 <• m

• ::,

'T"'*!,

332 LIFE OP BPANT. [1778.

floats and rafts, upon which they embarked their forces, and,

descendinjj the Susquehanna, landed at a place called tiie

Three Islands, wlience they marclied about twenty miles, and

crossing a wilderness, entered the valley of Wyoming through

a gap of the mountain near its northern extremity.* They

took possession of two small forts, without opposition, o'l the 2d

of July—the first of which was called the Exeter fort. It was

said the garrison consisted chiefly of Tories, who treacherously

surrendered it to the enemy. The other was the fort of Lack-

awana, where the enemy encountered some resistance. But it

was soon carried, a magistrate named Jenkins being killed, to-

gether with his family, and several others, mostly women and

children, made prisoners. One of these forts was burnt.t In

the other, the proper name of which was Fort Wintermoot,

Colonel John Butler established his head-(iuarters.

The inhabitants, on receiving intelligence of the approach ol

the invaders, assembled within a fortification four miles below,

called Fort Forty, from the circumstance of its having been

occupied by forty men, at some period of the antecedent

troubles of the Colony. Colonel Zebulon Butler, whose name

has occurred several times in the preceding summary of the

history of Wyoming, was in command of about sixty regular

troops, and he now made every exertion to muster the militia

of the settlements. But in his official despatch he complaineci,

that as the women and children had fled to the several forts, of

which there were seven within the distance of ten miles along

the valley, the men, too m.uiy of them, would remaiii behind

to take care of them. Still, he succeeded in collecting about

three hundred of the militia, and commenced his march to

meet the enemy on the 1st of July, in connexion with the

regular troops before mentioned, commanded by Captain Mew-

ett. On their first advance, they fell in with a scout of In

dians, of whom they killed two. These savages liad just mur

dered nine men engaged at work in a corn-field. t Not being

supplied with provisions, Colonel Zebulon Butler § was obliged

80(1 to suppose they were from Detroit, and were led by an officer of the British aa-

vice. Certainly they had no ctiefa of any considcrablo note among them.

• Marshall's Life of 'V\''ashington. + The Remembrancer.

1 Colonel Z. Butler'^ letter.

t It is necessary to repeat the Christian names of Iwth the Bntlera, to avoid contii

M tjijt bein? the autname of both tho oup«>ain2 caminanders.



1778.] INVASION OP WYOMING. 333

.11 b c,c upon Fort Forty, while his mihtia procured s„n.pl-os. I hey rnustored again on the 3d, and a council o wT-as convened. Messengers having been despat ed to 7e--Hn.rters of General Washingtc:, for assistanc il, dia
|.iter ^.e enen>y's movements were known at wZit

<
olonel Z^ Butler was desirous of waiting for reir>forcen" s'Ont Ins officers and men were impatient for a trial o st -o^ ^
"H^ ...ssengers had already been gone so long th t nv "ssupposed they had been cut off. and consequently^ hit G,rW..lnngron was .gnorant of their situation. In tha c" e nore.nfo-cements could reach them in season to save tr i

.,

"

fron. bemg ravaged
;
and as the er.emy's forces wer d.Mv i/~g, u was held to be the part of ..dom to a^^^^^^^^

While the question was under debate, five officers nrrivpH
».o.n te Continental army, who, on heaHng the dc mls^f I

'

rne .tated n.vas.on, had thrown up their commi s^onfand.stened hon,e to protect their fim.ilies. They had heard no

p
t of speedy ass.stance.t The discussions were anin.ated •

nt the apprehens,on, that in the event of longer delay h „e'
>y would become too powerful for them, and thus ife enabi dsweep through their valley and destroy their ha vtfsso strong, and the n^ilnia were so sanguine of beinr bl o

.
eet and vanquish the enen.y, that Colonel Butler v Id d,d
t forward at the head of nearly four hundred n>er Colo dDenmst^n, h. former associate in the commission o 'the ^^Itms li:s second in command. '

ll w„s ir.iended to make a qnick movement and lake ,1,.ene^yy surprise Having approached witC two m es'fFort Wtntennoo,,, a small reconnoitring party was sen, forward
Marshiill.

t The fort wa. thus called after the proprietor of the hn^^''7"'"""-
built, and the adjacent teiritorv—n Ai.,

"^ T" ,"' "' *'''' '""'l »vl,erron it was
-a. active in brin.in! d rCl u„o ""t>

^"7 """"^^ ^intermoot. He
he co,.ld .0 the senle:;'' ren oved ',n r !? ^^"r.""^'

"^'^ "^"'"S =" '^'^ -'-h-?
lS.2-.5-while the Br^l h ^"e e nTo t^Fri

'""
''r^T ^"'' '^"^'""'' '"

* iHutenant in the enemVs servicrw" kTlird v „
'

T
'"" "'^"''^ ^^^ ^^'"'-"00^

of \V,omin... YouwrWinuZT, ^ volunteer from the neir;hhorhood
. '"ff,. '"""S ^vintennootwaa reconnotr ntr oni. nf ti.,, A •.

M:'

iM t'^*

$m
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for observation. They ascertained that the enemy were ca-

rousing in their hnts in perfect security ; but on their return

thoy were so unfortunate as to fall in with an Indian srout,

who immediately fired and gave the alarm.* The Provincials

puslicd rapidly forward ; but the British and Indians were pre-

pared to receive them—"their line being formed a small dis-

" tance in front of their camp, in a plain thinly covered with
" pine, shrul)-oaks, and undergrowth, and extending from the

'= river to a marsh, at the foot of the mountain."! On coming in

view of the en'^my, the Americans, who had previously marched
in a single column, instantly displayed into a line of equal ex-

tent, and attacked from right to left at the same time.t The
right of the Americans was commanded by Colonel Zebu Ion

Butler, opposed to Colonel John Butler commanding the ene-

my's left. Colonel Dennison commanded the left of the Ameri-

cans, and was opposed y iadians forming the enemy's riglit.§

The battle commence ^l :,* about forty rods distance, without

much execution at liii . i'.aol, as the brush-wood interposed ob-

stacles to the sight. Thf militia stood the fire well for a short

time, and as they pressed ibrward, there was some giving way
on the enemy's right. Unluckily, just at this moment the ap-

palling war-whoop of the Indians rang in the rear of the Ame-
rican left—the Indian leader having conducted a large party

of his warriors through the marsh, and succeeded in turning

Dennison's flank. A heavy and destructive fire was simulta-

neously poured into the American ranks ; and amidst the con

fiision. Colonel Dennison directed his men to ^'fall back,^' to

avoid being surrounded, and to gain time to brinji his men inton
for anorder again. Tliis direction was mistaken for an order to

" retreat," whereupon the whole line broke, and every effort of

their oflicers to restore order was unavailing. At this stajre of

the battle, and while thusengaged, the American oflicers mostly

fell. The flight was general. The Indians, throwing away

their rifles, rushed forward with their tomahawks, making

dreadful havock—answering the cries for mercy with the hatchet

—and adding to the universal consternation those terrific

yells which invest savage warfare with tenfold horror. So

alert was the foe in this bloody pursuit, that less than sixty of

"* <"•*

Chapman. t Maisball. Col. Z. Butler's li tier. § Chapman.
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the Americans escaped either the rifle or the tomahawk Of
the mihtia officers, there fell one licufnant-colonel, one Uiaior
ana ten captains, six hentenants, and two ensigns. Colono
J)nrlceo a.id Captains Hewett and Ransom vvere likewise killed
feonie of tlu; fugitives escaped by swimming the river, and
others by f|yu><r ,o the mountains. As the news of the defeat
spread down the valley, the greater part of the won>en and
children, and those who had remained behind to protect them
hkew.se ran to the woods and the monntains

; while those who
could not escape tin.s, songlu refnge in Fort Wyomin-r. The
Indians,apparently wearied with pursuit and slanaluer, desisted
and betook themselves to secure the spoils of the vanquished.On he morning of the 4th, the day after the battle, ColoneJohn But er with the combined British and Indian forces,
appeared before Fort Wyoming, and demanded its surrender
The inhabitants, both within and without the fort, did not onhat emergency, sustain a character for courage becoming men
of spin in advtM-sity. They were so intimidated as to give upwithout fighting

;
great numbers ran off; and those who remamed, all but betrayed Colonel Zebulon Butler, their com-

mander.* The British Colonel Butler sent several fl^gs, recc-
ing an nnconditionul surrender of his opposing namesake 'and
he few Continental troops yet remaining, but offering to spare
the inhabitants their property and effects. But with the Le-
rican Colonel the victor would not treat on any terms ;"

and
the people thereupon compelled Colonel Dennison to comnlv
with conditions which his commander had refused t The
consequence was, that Colonel Zebulon Butler eont'rived toescape from the fort with the remains of Captain Hewett's com-pany of regulars,! and Colonel Dennison entered into articles
of capitulation. By these it was stipulated that the settlers
should be disarmed and their garrison demolished

; that all the
prisoners and public stores should be given up

; that the property
of Mie people called Tories" should be made good, and thoy
be permitted to remain peaceably upon their farms. In behalf
of the settlers n was stipulated that their lives and property
should be preserved, and that they should be left in the unmo
lested occupancy of their farms.j

Hf >'

.-olon^l /., B..tler-s letter. f Idem.
I Ijem. ^ Cimpn^an s History.
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Uiilinppily, however, the British commander either could
not or would not enforce the terms of the capitulation, which
were to a great extent disregarded as well by the Tories as

Indians. Instead of finding protection, the valley was a^ain
laid waste—the houses and improvements were destroyed Ity

fire, and the country plundered. Families were broken up and
dispersed, men and their wives separated, mothers torn from
their children, and some of them carried into captivity, while
far the greater number fled to the mountains, and wandered
through the wilderness to the older settlements. Some died of

their wounds, others from want and fatijfue, while others still

were lost in the wilderness, or were heard of no more. Several
perished in a great swamp in the neighborhood, which from
that circumstance acquired the name of " The Shades of
Deafh," and retains it to this day.*

These were painful scenes. But it does not appear that any
thing like a massacre followed the capitulation.! Nor, in the

events of the preceding day, is there good evidence of the per-

petration of any specific acts of cruelty, other than such as are

usual in the general rout of a battle-field— save only the un-
exampled atrocities of the Tories, thirsting, probably, for revenge
in regard to other questions than that of allegiance to the King.I

There seems, from the first, to have been an uncommonly
large proportion of loyalists in the Wyoming settlements, whose
notions of legal restraint, from the previous collisions of the

inhabitants, were of course latitudinarian
; nor were their ante-

cedent asperities softened by the attempts of the Whigs to keep
them within proper control, after hostilities had commenced.
The greater number of these, as we have already seen, together

with those who were arrested, had joined themselves to the

enemy. But these were not all the defections. After the ar-

"11

* Chapman's History.

t It will be seen, a few pages forward, by a letter from "Walter Butler, writing on
behalf of his father, Col. John Butler, that a soleiim denial is made of any masancre
whatever, save the killing of men in arms in the open field. This letter, in vindica-

tion of the refugee Butlers, would have been introduced here, but for its connexion

with the affair of Cherry Valley.

J Indued, for cold-blooded cruelty, which may be called murder outriolit, there wu»
nothinijal Wyoming, with the sini5le exception of thi; fratricide soon fobe related, at

nil comparable to the massacre of ''-• r.i,,xicans at San Jacinto by the s(d-(lifant

Texan heroes under Houston.

51
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agains. .heir former neig, , „T„ ^d
' „!• Torhat"""been denied, in „ga,d I .he hn.fle Wyon^„: t^ZZ

-':.r:;i^;^irthir

o wnicn several of the fugitive militia-men fled for secnritvthrowino; awav their nrmc o.,^ •

security

—

fho„
•^"'^y fneir arms, and swimming the river Hprp

«pon .he work o7 deaih^t^r.! ;':;,Jetw'r"',,^"":^.^

tation was—"So, it is von is hv rp. "^""'f'
"'^ saiu-

lessman,th«sob;erved I^Lar?;;;^
before his brother, be ^gincr^or meitv

f^"" ''" '"'^^^

him, and serve him /f";«""; TvXTT'''
''
'T

""'^

" All this is mighty fin-^Ieolied til? 1
'P'""" '"' "^«-

you are a d---d relel -" !n f
''"''"^ '''''^"'> " ^"t

evened his rifle, and^him"dSi; ^ s^otrTl'n>estic war marked by such atrocity evet"
'

mon' ih T
'

illr'"^^'
^i '-r-' - '^ -^" ^eToX'rant'the-untutored savage, who fights acording to the usnae, nfhil

people, with all that is revolting and^cruJu *
°''"

• Chapman.

t Chapman's Hist, of Wyoming.

^\i J

4!
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There is still another important correction to be made, in

reference to every written history of this battle extant, not even

excepting the last revised edition of the Life of Washinjjton by

Chief Justice Marshall. Tliis correction reorards the name,

and the just fame, of .Toseph Brant, whose character has been

blackened with all the infamy, both real and imaginary, con-

nected with this bloody expedition. Whether Captain Brant

was at any time in company with this expedition, is doubtful

;

but it is certain, in the face of every historical authority, Bri-

tish and American, that so far from being engaged in the bat-

tle, he was many miles distant at the time of its occurrence.

Such has been the uniform testimony of the British officers en-

gag'^'d in that expedition, and such was always the word of

Thayendanegea himself. It will, moreover, be seen, toward the

close of the present work, that after the publication of Camp-

bell's " Gertrude of Wyoming," in which poem the Mohawk
chieftain was denounced as " the Monster Brant," his son re-

paired to England, and in a correspondence with the poet, sue

cessfully vindicated his father's memory from the calumny.*

" Captain Badlock, was committed to torture, by having his body stuck full ofsplin.

' ters of pine knots, and u (ire of dry wood made around him, when his t* i.

" paniona, Captains Ransom and Durkee, where tlirown into the samo id

" held down with pitchforks till consf.nied. One Partial Terry, the son oi > .nan

"of rtspectable character, having joined the Indian party, several limes sent his fa-

" ther word tliat he hoped to wash his hands in his heart's blood. The monster with

" his oton hands murdered his father, mother, brothers, and sisters, stripped off theit

" scalps, and ctit off his father's head !! Thomas Terry with his oton hands butchered

" his oioii mother, his father-in-law, his sisters and their infant children, and exte.rmi-

" natcd the whole family .'.'" Upon which the worthy Doctor remarks—" It is only in

"thft infernal regions that wo can look for a parallel instance of unnatural wicked-

ness." It ia doubtful whether so great an atrocity was ever committed even there. Cer-

tainly no such were perpetrated at Wyoming. Dr. Thatcaer also states, that when

Col. 'Z.Biillersontaflnsrfoproposetermsof capitulation, the replyof Col. John Butler

was in two words

—

"The Hatchet." He also remarks, in regard to the moral and

social condition of Wyoming, that but for the dissensions produced by the war of

the Revolution, " the inhabitants of this secluded spot might have lived in the en-

"joyment of all the happiness which results from harmony and the purest natural

" atroction," Witness the ten years of civil wars sketched in the preceding pages.

It was also reported that a man named Thomas Hill with his own hands killed his

own mother, his father-in-Inw, his sisters and their families ! And such is history

!

These monstrous exaggerations were the reports of the battle first published at

Poughkeepsie on the 20th of July, as derived from the lips of the terrified fugitive!

who were wending their way hack to Connecticut.

* Since the present chapter was written, and while the work was under revision,

the author has received a letter from Mr. Samuel C Frey. of Upper Canada, a son
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1 h r. n u'"'^'
""'^"""" ''*^'°^y °<' ^^''« battle, that the

celebrated Catharme Montour was present, with her two sons
and that she ranged the field of blood like a chafed ti<.ress
simulating the warriors of her adopted race to the onsla^.h

'

even in the hottest of the light. But fro.n the antecedent cha-
racter of that remarkable woman, the story can hardly be cre-

tine, Montgomery (forLrly Tryon CoL^ n^tV^ifw^f" 1 '"' '^ •''"'"

that Brant was not at Wyoming. Mr. F ey wSs to .h! ^
'
""f
™ '-'""""y

selves were led fiom Detroit, by Captain Bird of the Eighth Regiment Bird had

3^01:7 Vr T'"'"-
""'' "^'"^ '-'' "^'^' "-^^^^"aving": arllip, BBS unsuctessiui. 1 he affair gettme wnd hia f..llr>u, ««c„ i .

Who has attempted^naTZ th^LT: IT,:; 3"1" "" -'^ ^'^^"'^'"'^

John Butler. Ramsay, and Gordon, and MZTr:;^'^^;::;:;:^^;^'"'^''
sel,es-have written gross exaggera.ions. Marshall, hJ; ver i h^ 1^^^^^
has made corrections, and explained how and by whom he J^^ ed Z TI*"''?;;excellent friend, Charles Miner, E.«n. Ion- a resident nf XV.n ,

^

letter, and great acci.racy, furniUed'.he blog pht v^ ! ".t
;,::"•"""" "'

rativeof the transactions, which he made the hasL of ibnl
" ""'"

tained in his revised edition. Other waters ofg^^eolrrr;:;"'"'""',
""

corded the same fictions, adding, it is to be fearS, enorn ,t^:„revr r" ^I«.em by tradition. The grosses, of ,he.e exaggerations are conrairirTI cler'Mil.tary Journal and Drake's Book of the Indians. The acrm-n( nf .b„ T i

1: «
';;f

''ofy of Americans from one of the for,.. ,0 ~p
1 \7 tTe!men,, and then being drawn into an ambnscadc and all p„, io death, il fie Z

s lot: iiv;2e N
""'"?''':''"'^ '""' -'^h"^"- '^- havm ;„r?;rd;r

'

e bat ,
'tfZT - ,r"

^P' «'"-rendere,l, and all escaped who survived

ks ndor. rn ."'"T
' ""'"'" ^"^ "^ "'"^y •""'« burning of houses, bar.'acks. and forts, filled with women and children.
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ditcd. Slic wns a native of Canada, a half-breed, her father

having been one of the early French governors—probably

Count Frontcnac, as he mnst have been in the government of

that country at about the time of her birth. During the wars

between the Six Nations and the French and Hurons, Catha

rine, when about ten years of age, was made a captive, taken

into the Seneca country, adopted and reared as one of their

own children. Wiien arrived at a suitable age, she was mar-

ried to one of the distinguished chiefs of her tribe, who signal-

ized himself in the wars of the Six Nations against the Cataw-

bas, then a great nation living south-westward of Virginia.

She had several children by this chieftain, who fell in battle

about the year 1730, after which she did not again marry.

She is said to have been a handsome woman when young,

genteel, and of polite address, notwithstanding her Indian as-

sociations. It was frequently her lot to accompany the chiefs

of the Six Nations to Philadelphia, and other places in Penn-

sylvania, where treaties were holden ; and from her character

and manners she was greatly caressed by the American ladies—

particularly in Philadelphia, where she was invited by the la

dies of the best circles, and entertained at their houses. Her

residence was at the head of the Seneca Lake.*

Some of the flying fugitives from Wyoming had not pro-

ceeded many miles from their desolate homes, before they met

a detachment of Continental troops on their way to assist the

Colony. It was now too late. But the detachment, neverthe

less, remained at Stroudsburg three or four weeks, by which

time Colonel Zebulon Butler had collected a force consisting

of straggling settlers and others, with whom, and the regular

troops just mentioned, he returned, and repossessed himself ot

Wyoming—the enemy having retired shortly after the battle-

Colonel John Butler to Niagara, and the Indians to their

homes ; while Thayendanegea moved as he had occasion, from

• Catharinfislown—so named from her. This account of Catharine Montour is

chiefly drawn from Witham Marshe's Journal of a treaty with the Six Nations, held

at Lancaster in 1744—Vide Mass. Hi>it. Coil. In 1758 Sir William Johnson had

an Indian interpreter in his service, known us "Captain Montour." Onenf Calha-

rine'a son"" was called "Captain," and was probably thi; same. Traililinn, nt

.Soneca Lake, holds that Catharine Montnur was killed hy Sullivan's men in 1779.

But it will hereafter be seen that such was not tiie fact

31'
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Ilis old haunts higher iin tl.n «„. i

UnadiUa.
"

' '" Susquehanna, at O-ddavaga and

™en,y .l.onld hJlZeT^
"op, were secured nnd ,h„

to serve against the Kind'sTroonT 1^^
st.p.dated not again

i"in 10 remain lon,r wirhh, ,1° ? °° """='' ^"'=0 for

doubtless felt himself wirnnt„^ i f ,

"''' Doniiisoti

For, Wyomin.rb7.hT™ 1 ,^r ?'':' ^''"'"""""^ "f

-ic,„ observe-d if, .be Trie's ,'i2'''B;:t":br"
""'

made no such allowance • n.>H .hie
"".^: ^"' ^^e enemy

conduct of Colonel Denn4n
'^^'^P^dit.on, or rather the

text for some of 1 e?ncid n
' "' ''"^^^1"!^"^'>^ "««d «« a pre-

Cherry Valley
' '"""''^'^^^^ ^'^^' ^''^ ^««ck upon

command of that re.ion dX"u^ X^^^
^^e

either £e„^e erlt Te7 sZ^:! T ''''''''' '^^

The garrison was too weak to „ wfpur ^if
™;;"^"7

after^vard, as a company of Continental ^0,^"
'"'''''

Jn? the fort nndp,- th„
'-'"""nental troops were approach-

fired uporb^a J" "' '"^^'"^ P^^^^"> ^h^>^ -erepon oy a party of Indians in ambush, while passing
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ftlong a sine:'e track thronsli adifficiil: swamp. In this attack,

Captain Davis, Lient(.!ai>nt.Ioncs, and 'our privates, wcro killed.

Tho detaclinicnt formed for action v i!i all possible despatch
;

but the Indians fled after two or .nree discharges. Nor did

tliey re-appear afterward, in that immediate neij^hborhood, in

any subsequent stage of the revohitionary contest, ahhough

other sections of the Pennsylvania frontier, farther south and

west, suffered occasionally from their depredations, particularly

in the following year, wliile Sullivan was preparing to advance

into the Seneca country.*

* Tims ends tlio rr-volulionary lii-itory of Wyoming. But from what has been

givon in the preceding pages", touehini; thi- history of tliis valley and its feuds before

thfi Revolution, the reader may possihly feel Home desire to leurn tho subsequent

progress of the long-pending land quarrel. After tho Indians had been chastised,

the seltleri) returned, and the valley and its precincts once more began to flourish.

Pennsylvania again interposed her claims ; and a Commission was appointed by

Congress, which met in New Jersey, to hearUhu case and decide the question. It

was unanimously decided in favor of Pennsylvania. The paople held that this de-

cision wail one of jurisdiction merely, and with this understanding cheerfully ac-

quiesced in it. But fresh troubles arose. A company of Continental troops was

stationed there in 1733, to keep the peace, and this only tnade matters wor^^e- -tlio

soldiers became licentious and overbearing, and the people were exceedingly annoy-

ed thereat. In the Sprin;; of 1794, by asneeession of iccdams whichaccumulated in

the river, the valley was overflowed, and the irdiabilants wore conipelled lo fly to tlio

mountains for salely. When the iee gave way, the Hoods swept off every thing

—

leaving the whole valley a scene of greater desolation than ever. Presently after-

ward the old troubles broke out ofresli. The inhabitants refused to obey their new

masters. The Connecticut settlors flew to arms—the Pennsylvanians sent troops

thither—the Connectieut settlers laid siege to the fort—there were riots and skir-

mishings, and some killed and wounded. The Connecticut people were taken pri-

soners by treachery, and sent off to prison. They escaped, Reinforcements of

troops were sent by Peniusylvania

—

tlierc was more blood shed. Various attempts

were made to settle the dillicullies. Conunissioners were ap|)i)int('d upon the .sub-

ject, one of whom was Timothy Pickering. He was forcibly seized, and carried

into captivity. His story has been written by himself, and is full of interest. These

difficulties continued, with feelings of the bitter(!st contention, ten years, bcr»re

matters were couiprouiisc:d between the parlies, so that thev settled down in peace,

It is now a rich and flourishing county, and may be called the Paradise of Penn-

Bvlvania.
NOTE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

Tlio ITnited States Mafazine ami DHinocralic Review for Ociolicr, 1838, contains an ahle review of

the present work, ill which llie writer urguea thnt the puiiiliun tiiat Brunt was nut in the bailie ul' VV)'o-

mini;, is nut Bati^t'uctority eittahUtitied. The reviewer'ii behet' Id, that ItraiU was tlie Inilian leuiler tn

the nin8i>acre ; iiml if not there, he rei)iiire«o(' Ihe uu'.lior to know wiiere lie was at thai nine. Tliu

last wouhl certainly he a diHiciiit (lucrition to answer, rontiidering the extent of the AnieriiNtn tnresihat

that peiiiid, Sini'e tlie upiieaniiice olilic iinicie in iHiesiioii. however, llie author huii sisiii'd liie t'liu-

ca counuy, and obtamed llie tesiiniony ul' the uhl chiels npun the puini at isnue. AniuiiK oilierf., llie

author liud an inieresiins interview with llie venerable chief Kaounduowaml, eoinmonly called Cav
tain I'ntlard. lie watihinisi'lf in the biillle of Wyoming, and be deelari's unecinivorally that '1 bnyrli-

duneirea was not there. So cay the titber Indium hiirvtvor« of ihal balile. 'J'lie IndiaiiH eniiiigeil were

cliielty Seneeat* Their leader was a chief named f? /-mi tsmak tith, who was succeeded hy Yottne

King, a chief who died about two years ago. But few Motiawks wore upon iJie war-patii iu liio caiu-

pti«a. roUard'i belief i>. that iitaut waa at Niagara ut tiie time.
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of Murphy and K| .rson-Dralh of sVrv c' f nf..
'^' ""''rrI^'"-'"S "-Iventurea

l-linff .hro,„M Mo„n,„„.;, ,„ Sa„ ^ , " t .Tw "f
d...s,„„ of ,„e „.„y „„d„, o„„„„, „,!;„,; ',7i^; 5 "."^^^

IT mnrch It „„» !„„„.„ ,ha, Ge„or»l G„, I ™s i

|n«^n h,™,elf ™„ved rnpidly forward with he m ^fwas h,s des«n ,0 bring o„ a general, and, if po" I1 12'
CIS ve engagement. The result of his moVemems for ,ll;o^,« „„sthe battle of Montnouth, fongh.onTag hof J,*:

.s .0 afford the best advantagL for an attacV p™', fa "he™n„,ent he shonid get in motion. Such oein. the in enZ, of

.1.0 Co„„na„der-in.chief, they were commuttieaed rGeTerd

i
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Loo, who was ordered to inako Iiis dispositions nooordiiiiily,

and to Urcp his troops lyiiijr upon thoir arms to ho, in roa(hnoss

lit tile sliortfst notice. At live in llit; niorninir ol'the liHlii, iho

iVont of the enemy was oixsorved to he in motion, and orders

were instantly despatched to GcMK^ral 1,00 to niovn on and

attaciv, "unless tliere should he very powerful reasons to tlie

contrary." T.eo was also advis(>d that Washinii'ton was iiimself

advancing to support him. Afti'r mar('hinfr ahont fivn mil(>s,

" to the fjreat surprise and mortification" of the Connnandcr-

in-chiof, he met the whole ..v.miiccd corps rotr(M\tinfr, hy the

orders of Lee, " without haviuii: made any o|)position, exctjpt

" one fire fiivcn by a party mi(l(!r Colonel Hiitlor, on thoir heinjf

"charged hy the enemy's cavalry, who were repulsed."* Loo

was sharply rebuked, and placed in arrest. Hurrying to tlio

rear of the retreating corps, which the Commander-in-chief

found closely pressed hy the enemy, ho arrested tli(>ir (light,

re-fonnod them, and with tlic aid of some well-served pieces of

artillery, at once checked the enemy's advance, and gained

time for making such dispositions as the imexpectod emergency

required. The battle soon became general, and was obstinately

contested at various points through the whole day, until dark
;

Sir Henry Clinton and General Washington lieading their

respective armies in person. By the misconduct of Lee, how-

ever, and an error of General Scott in the morning, advaulages

liad been lost which entirely disconcerted the views of the

Commander-in-chief, and deprived the American arms of a victory

which was all but certain. Still, the fortunes of the day were

so far recovered, that, from being the pursued, " the Americans

" drove the enemy back over the ground they had followed,

" and recovered the field of battle, and possessed themselves of

" their dead. But as they retreated behind a morass very dilli-

" cult to pass, and had both flanks secured with thick woods,

«' it was found impracticable for the Americans, fainting with

" fatigue, heat, and want of water, to do any thing more that

« night." t

Both armies encamped in the field, and lay upon their arms
;

Washino-ton himself sleeping in his cloak under a tree in the

* Letter of Washington to the President of Congress, July 1, 1779.

t Letter of Washington to his brother, John Augustine Washington, July 4, 1 773,
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virforv bv tl.n '^ ''*^'''' '"''' •'"•'^''y consi,|,.,r,I a

1.00 i" 11,0 „,or,m„- i, won, I,; f ,
"'° ™"''"'-' "^

ror,dor a p„rs„it ,v ll.T*^
"""'""""' concrrej to

com,.ry, „l,„os. c.iroly ,fe.m„e of1 ,td ,l,t?
""" >'

e"0,„y had g„i„ed by l,is „,id„i„i„ ,, ,' ol, ,
"'''° '''°

Ho„„ „„d ,„e„co p„.cd „i»Ct , xty„*: '"?;:rl«s of .1,0 America,,, in .his ta.le „„s eiRl,. offleen „„d sif.t.no pnvato k.lled, „,.d o„e h„„dred „„d .six.y wo^de^
'
Th«

In a lettpr to Grnrral Gansrvoort from Colonol "
t. .

h.'a.l.qnar(orH at iho time of ,h« l„.„|c of Mon.nootl. ,1, >' r'oln
'".

"""' °" " '''" "^

H.I .he ,„..„... of seein.the American army, »n 4 Xl «' tX-". ^
trn-mph over the haughty British In the battle of MonCut? Thl ,'"'""•
grand, and end,.dj:loriously."-^/S.fc«,ro/ Co/ wi " °" *"*'

od:ai^^rmii;h;i?r=^:^:r'rv
treat until some hours after the moon haS 'se^ I; h" '' V" "°' '"^'" ""^ '^
the following Sprina, betwen Governnr w^. r

'°''"'' '''^''
'=''"*'''P""'''^''<^ei"

Governortajnte^d him .^^Zs^^™^ Z.fX'S '"ih^T
"^"^•^' '^

nee was sharp upon both sides. Governor Livin^sto Co 1 <J 2 ^'"""r"''-M received indisputable eviflence. that a British Ge e „ h^ , oS" d
.""'' """ ^'

Tioney to an inhabitant of New Jersev to n,
^.''"""' had offered a large sum of

Henry repelled the in.putationTn stron termTrfeT u
^""""""^ ^"^ «'^

harboring such an infamous idea asTh^atT'"^ ''''''*'""'''
"^''P'''''^ «>f

"i-lfwithso ro..a criLtirnt r in'rrer/^^'c^r''
""' ^'"^^-

'rn.ated, and from the coarseness of hi. Ian. .al' „ n
"'"" *"*' ''^'''"""y

eided advantage in his rejoinder .',1^'? 'n;"^^"'"^''^"" ''''' '^«-

^W. Re„u,nt,rnncer, vol Tpp. 279 2S.
^'" ^ "'^""^''^ """^ severe.-F<</.

t Letter of Washington lo the President ofCongress.
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of the enemy was thrco liiiudrc'l i\nd sixty-oii^ht in killt'd,

wounded, and niissin<^, and about ono Innidrtnl lakeu prisoners.

One thousand of tlicir nivn deserted on their march. Hoth

parties claimed the vietory. which was in (iict won hy n<!ither.

The advantages, in the earher part of the day, were in fia'or ol

the British ; in the after-part, of tho Americans. Tlio .sfeahhy

retreat of the former, moreover, covered Isy the darl<ness, left no

dcHibt as to which army was best prepared to renew the conflict

with the return of dayhght.

The French fleet, in)der the Count IVEstaing, consisting

of twelve sliips of the line and six frigates, hnving on l)oard

four thousand troops, arrived on the coast of Virginia about

the 1st of July. Tlie design of the French commander was

to engage the British squadron in the Chesapeake. But nn-

foitunately, the latter had sailed for New-York a few days bo-

fore. Thither the Count followed the British admiral, but tfie

bar of the New-York harbor would not allow the entrance

of his heavy ships. An attack upon New-York thus proving

to be impracticable, by the advice of General Washington it

was determined to make an attempt upon Rhode Island, then

occupied by six thousiuid British troops commanded by Major

General Sir Robert Pigott. General Sullivan, with an army

often thousand men, was lying in the neighborhood of Provi-

dence. Cgunt D'Estaing arrived off Newport on the 2.5tli of

July, and arrangements were soon adjusted between General

Sullivan and himself for a combined attack upon the town of

Newport hy land and sea. The assault was to be made on

the 9th of August, for which purpose Sullivan moved down

to Tiverton, where he was joined by General Greene, and the

ships of war entered the channel. But the militia not having

joined the reijular troops so promptly as was expected, General

Sullivan judged it necessary to postpone the attack for a day or

two. Meantime Lord Howe appeared off the harbor with the

British fleet, and the Count D'FjStaing immediately put to sea

to engage him. The French fleet having the weather gage,

the British admiral weighed anchor and put to sea, followed by

the Count. A storm separated the fleets, so that no engage-

ment took place ; and on his return to port on the 19th, Count

D'Estaing found it necessary to repair to Boston to refit. En-

ring the absence of the Count, however, while hi chase of Lord
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and disheartened « Ih^m / | ,

' \ ' ;";'"'"' '^'^"Pl'<>i"'*^d

,1. . ^ '""^ .ihniidoned bv their iiIMps L.ftthe service in snch nmubors tl.-.f «„ni„ " '

'*-''

raise the sie,re .„,J .etirlV^;
''/'"' '"'"f"-'"^'^ '"

a .nile north of Q .- la ,„/
7'^'

^''T"^
^" «''« '''^^'""^e of

rou.ht the battleodei ;•"',:•;
'''•' ''" ^'

^T^'
''"'

entracrement nf l.„ir .

wnsasimrp nndohsiiimteengac,cment of half an hour, at the end of which the enemvgave way and retreated. The loss of thn xl ^
liiT.dred and eleven Th- f ^?

Americans was two
lu MLvtn.

1 n.it oi the enemy two hundred nn,ls.xly.- A.cc«,,„,i„^, s„„„ „„orw„rJ, ,h„, s r„„„ , ?„
" ""^

wore no,„,„s fro,,, No„.Y„rk ,„ ,„„ aid „f G™om P^
"

t N,|„ 1(1. 1 |,„ ,i,.„,„„,„„„„„ w,« „„,„„,, „ ^ j

ox day S,r [lonry CImlon arrived at Nevvpwl will, f„„r

enabled the enemy l„ cut off Iho retreat of the An,c,i-ans
In SeptemLer, after ,he rcnn, „f ,l,e Dri,,,,, no"^Z%;„.

VorK, strong divisions ,„„ved northward or; eaeh Tide oTZ-d,on nver. By a dcaehnient of one of ,he,,e, i der Ge

miniX^tinllTr:^^ 'i:.^;;;:r;,;:^-t;*7'!'^'™p-,
Tl.e lo,, killed, wonnded, and",!:" al' t I,^^

bocommg more and more restif-earlv 'n JmIp i^ I, fDremlmo- thr. „«• • c «r ' ''""^j 'mmediate v

buuigthe territory now forming the State o^oZ 'lu^^
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commencement of the war Koquethagaechlon, the Delaware

chief usually known as Captain White-Eyes, a firm friend of

the Colonics, had succeeded in preventing his people from taking

up the hatcliet against them, in opposition to the views of liis

rival chief, Captain Pipe. But in the Spring of tlie present

year, the policy of the latter had well nigh prevailed, tlirougli

the revengeful machinations of three celebrated loyalists, iia i.ed

M-Kee, Elliot, and Simon Girtrj, who had been confined <it

Pittsburgh as Tories ; but who, effecting tlieir escape, traversed

the Indian country to Detroit, proclaiming, as they went, that

the Americans had resolved upon their destruction, and tluit

their only chance of safety was to espouse the cause of tlie

Crown, and fight. Availing himself of the excitement created

by those fugitives,* Captain Pipe assembled a large number of

his warriors, and proclaimed " every one an enemy to liis

"country who should endeavor to persuade them against figlit-

" ing the Americans, and declared that all such ought surely

" to be put to death." But White-Eyes was by no means in-

active in his efforts to preserve peace. Collecting the people

of his tribe, he addressed them with great earnestness and

pathos. Observing that some of his warriors were preparing

to take up the hatchet, he admonished them strongly against

such a course, which, in the end, could only bring upon tlicm

sure destruction. Still, if they believed he was wrong— if tlioy

were disposed to place more confidence in the tales of those

whom he knew to be fugitives, than to himself, they should not

go out without him. "But he would not go out with them

" like the bear-hunter, who sets the dogs on the animal to be

" beaten about with his paws while he keeps at a safe distance.

" No ! He would lead them on, place himself in their front,

" and be the first who should fall. They only had to deter-

'* mine what they meant to do. As for his own mind, it was

" fully made up not to survive his nation. And he would not

"spend the remainder of a miserable life, in bewailing the total

"destruction of a brave people who deserved a better fate." t

The counsel of White-Eyes, supported by a conciliatory mes-

sage, v/hich was received just in good time, from the Americans,

The names of these men will be of frequent recurrence in the subsequent volume

of this work, in connexion with tlie Indian wars of 1789- -lyM.

t Drake's Book of the Indian?.

V
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prevailed for the moment, and the Delawares came to the nnnni-mous detemnna.ion to follow his advice, a,.d his alone. Avail-

Inlchod^ It '"" "' ""^"^' ^"^^^-Ey- A,..thwith dl
S o o . rV"^,

"'''^'''' ^''''' '" ^'^« Shawanese of thebe oto, w.io had also bee,i visited hy M'Kee, Elliot, and Girty
(.HANn-cH,LnK,.:N, VE S ,AWA^KSK: Some days n^o uflock of birds, that had conie on from the East, lit at Goscho-

chlcms:, nuposmgason-rof theirs upon us, which song hadni.rhproved onr rnm. Shotdd these birds, which, on leav n^ n
tool, t e,r fl,ght toward Scioto, endeavor to i .e alon^ 2you likewise, do not listen to them, (br th.y li.

"

But the hostile action of these people was only suspended fora hort time, and ,t became necessary for n.ore ext;n,led ,nde/hn.ent operations against nearly the Whole , ace.* I |

"'
ject of Congress already adverted to, it was intended th.-a oneexpedition should move upon Detroit, while General Gltelw^:

'onis.s. ,„ one of .he eaHi/.1:^^^^^^:^^^ '"^

T'^^^ f^
I'tr.

'" •f*Pf". 1777, the Indians so divided lie r forces as If. r,.II ..„„>, ii .u

'X u„ |,„t h,.y „llowo<l h,m lo wanclor oft; and hunt by himself. Ascrrtainin.^

.^nnd,.d. and, dudmg pursuit, reached iiis home on the 20th of June.
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instructed by resolution to co-operate with that expedition by

carryiii!jf the war into the Seneca country, and also to dispos-

sess the enemy of Oswe<2[o, should he be found in the occu-

pancy of that post. It appears, that at the very moment of the

invasion of Wyoming, there was a delegation of Seneca chiefs

nt Philadelphia ; but having taken their departure without com-

municating with the government, a resolution was passed by

Congress, i nmediately upon the receipt of Colonel Z. Butler's

despatches, instructing the Board of War to send after the chiefs,

and ascertain from them in what character, and for what pur-

poses, they had made the said visit ; and also to inquire whether

the Seneca warriors had not been cngagfed in hostilities against

the United States. On tlie 16th of July information was re-

ceived that the chiefs refused to return, and instructions to

General Schuyler were proposed, directing him to intercept and

detain tliem at Albany. The motion was negatived ; but on

the 25th of July, Congress having ascertained that the Senecns

were actually engaged in the invasion of Wyoming, " aided l»y

"Tories and other banditti from the frontiers of New-York,
"New Jersey, and Pennsylvania," it was resolved that the

expedition against the hostiles of the Six Nations should bo

forwarded with all possible despatch. In the mean time, how-

ever, from the expensiveness of the undertaking, the expedition

against Detroit was reluctantly abandoned ; but in lieu there

of, General M'Intosh, commanding the Western department,

was ordered to proceed from Pittsburgh against those of the

Indian towns the destruction of which, in his opinion, would

tend most effectually to intimidate and chastise tliem.* M'In-

tosh had ly ^n stationed at Pittsburgh early in the Spring, and

with a small party of regidars and militia, had descended the

Ohio about thirty miles, and erected a fort, which was called by

his own name, at Bcavertown. It was a small work, built of

strong stockades, and furnished with ba.stions mounting' one

six pounder each. The situation was well chosen, as a point

affording the best facilities for intercepting the war parties of

the western Indians, in their frequefit hostile incursions the

present year.

This expedition was doubdcss judged the more important

from the increasing audacity of the Indians on the Ohio border

* Jonrnnls ofCon 'T-?, yo!. iv. pi';!'?, 315, 3:.'8, ll'i, 457.
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of \ ngmin, nou- forminn: the State of Kentnclcy. In Anjrnst,
Colonel Uoo„ had led a small hand of nineteen men ajjainst
one of the Indian towns on the Scioto, before reachin- which
he fell m with and dispersed a party of forty Indians'then on
then- way to Boonsboronirh. The Colonel 'found the town at
lomt Creek deserted; and learned that their whole force had
gone acrnmst his own settlement, to the defence of which he
was conseqnently compelled to hasten back Fortunately he
anticipated their arrival by a few hours, and was enabled to
prepare his little garrison for defence. On the 8th of Aucrnst
the Indians, to the number of about four hundred and (iftvrar-med before the fort, led, in addition to their own chiefs, bv
Captain Duquesne, and eleven other Canadian Frenchmen
The garrison was formally summoned to surrender, which sum-
mons was peremptorily refused. A treaty was then proposed
by the besiegers, and accfeded to; the Indians requirincr that
nine men should be sent out to them as negotiators. Tint this
movement proved to be an artifice, by means of which ihey
hoped to gam access to the fort. An attempt to grapple with
and carry off the nine negotiators, though happily unsuccess
lul, disclosed their treacherous desijrn. The besiegers then at
tempted a regular approach from the river's brink by mining •

but finding that the garrison had discovered their purpose and
were engaged in countermining them, the siege was abandoned
oil tlie 20th of Au-ust. The loss of the enemy was thirty-seven
killed and a much larger number wounded. The loss of the
garrison was only two men killed and four wounded.

But, as we have seen, the expedition of General M'Intosh, as
authorized by the vote of Congress recently cited, was specially
destined against the Sandusky towns. It was commanded by the
General himself, and consisted of one thousand men

; but such
were the delays in getting it on foot, that the officers, on arrivino-
fit Tnscarawa, judged it imprudent to proceed farther at such
an advanced season of the year. They therefore halted at that
place, and built Fort Laurens, in which M'Intosh left a gar-
rison o! one hundred and fifty men under the command of Co-
Innel John Gibson, and returned himself to Fort Pitt for the
winter.*

Connected with these distant Indian ojKniUons, of the Sum-
Do'ldiidge's Iiitliuii Wiir.-^.

'"i

I '
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mer of 177S, was one equally distinguished by the boldness of

its conception and the brilliancy of its execution. The increas-

ing hostility of the remote tribes upon tlie waters of the Missis-

sippi and its tributaries, had induced a belief that a powerful

influence must have been exerted upon their minds by the set-

tlements planted long before at Kaskaskias, and in the country

of the upper Mississippi, by the French, in connexion with

Canada. For the purpose of striking at once at the root of the

evil, an expedition was organized early in the season, the object

of which was to invade and take possession of those settlements.

The command was entrusted to Colonel George Rogers Clarke,

of Virginia, a bold and experienced border ofRcer, and his

whole force, destined to penetrate twelve hundred miles through

ft wilderness, which was in fact the enemy's country, did not

exceed two hundred men. The rendezvous of this little army

was at the great Kanhawa, where they were attacked by a

superior Indian force before their embarkation. But finding,

they were not able to make any impression upon the fort, the

assailants drew off, having killed but one man and wounded

one or two more. Descending to the falls of the Ohio, a small

fort was erected at that place, in which a garrison was left of

ten or twelve families. Arriving wiihin about sixty miles of

the mouth of the Ohio, the troops were landed, and, with only

four days' provisions, marched for the Illinois. They reached

the precincts of Kaskaskias at midnight on the sixth day,

having marched two days without food, and determined forth-

with, and unanimously, to take the town or die in the attempt.

The town was strongly fortified, and contained about two hun-

dred and fifty well-built houses ; bat the approach of the invaders

was unknown ; the people and the garrison were alike slum-

bering in security ; and both town and fort were taken—the

latter being carried by surprise, although the defences were siif-

ciently strong to resist a thousand men. The commanding

officer, Philip Roc.heblave, was made prisoner ; and among his

papers, falling into the hands of Colonel Clarice, were the inst'uc-

tions which he had from time to time received from the British

Governors of Quebec, Detroit, and Michilimackinack, urging

him *o stimulate the Indians to war by the proffer of large

bounties for scalps. Rocheblave was sent a prisoner to Wil-

Qnc-^-
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liamsbnrgh in Virginia, and with him were sent the papers
taken from Ins portfoho.

'

On the dajr after the fall of Kaskaskias, Captain Joseph
Bowman, at the head of thirty mounted men. was sent to attack
three other towns upon the Mississippi, the first of which
called Parraderuski, distant fifteen miles from Kaskaskias, was
surprised, and taken without opposition-the inhabitants at
once assenting to the terms of the conqueror. The next town
was St. Philips, distant nine miles farther up. The force of
Captain Bowman was so small, that he wisely determined to
make a descent upon St. Philips in the night, that his strength
or rather his weakness, might be concealed. The precaution
ensured success

;
and the inhabitants, with whom the whole

negotiation was conducted in the night, acceded to the terms
prescribed. From St. Philips, Captain Bowman directed his
course upon the yet more considerable town of Cauhow, distant
botweer, forty and fifty miles. This town contained about one
hundred families, and was also approached secretly, and enteredm the night. Captain Bowman, with his troop, rode directly
to the quarters of the commander, and demanded the Mirrender
of himself and the whole town, which was immediately com-
plied with Taking possession of a large stone house, well
fortfied, the « bold dragoon " immediately established his quar-
ters therein, and awaited the morning's dawn, which would
disclose to the people the diminutive force to which they had
surrendered. Enraged at the discovery, one of the enemy
threatened to bring a body of one hundred and fifty Indians
c^-ainst the little American squadron, and cut them off. But he
was secured, and in the course of ten days upward of three
hundred of the inhabitants became so reconciled to their
change of masters, as to take the oath of allegiance to the
United Stales. Leaving a small guard at Cauhow, Captain
JJowman returned to Kaskaskias.*
But the enemy on the New-York frontiers were by no mean's

inactive. In addition to the severe afiair in the Cobleskill set-
tlement, in which Captain Christian Brown was the leader of

IcttorT.'r/"?-
' «"''''''

''' o
"^'^ '"P*""""" "' ^°'""'^' <^'»^''-. "" drawn from aH cr of Captam Bowman to Colonel John H,to of Virginia. See Aln.on's Ani-ri-can Remembrancer, vol. vi. pp. 82. 83. The scttlemmts thus taken were Lame.

uiatoly erected by Virginia into a county, called Illinois.
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the American militia and a small band of regulars, as noted

in tlie last precediiiii; chapter but one, a large band of Indians

and Tories, undur the conduct of Brant and Barent Frey, broke

into the same district at tlic close of May, and inflicted no

small degree of damage by the destruction of both life and

properly. They were met by Captain Patrick, belongin<j to

Colonel Alden's regiment, and a handful of troops, who were

entirely cut to pieces. Captain Patrick fell early in the enijagc-

ment. Ilis lieutenant, a corporal, and nineteen men, were also

killed. The command then devolved upon a sergeant, wlio

fought bravely, as all had done. But tliey were surrounded

by a force greatly superior in numbers, and but four men, ex-

clusive of the sergeant, escaped—all wounded. The bodies of

Patrick and his lieutenant were shockingly mutilated. A por-

tion of the settlement was burnt, and the settlement of Turlock,

in the same vicinity, was also ravaged.*

Nor was this all. In the course of the Summer, and proba

bly at about the time of Colonel Hartley's expedition into the

country above Wyoming, one of the M'Donalds, who had fled

from Johnstown, a loyalist officer, distinguished for his activity,

made a sudden irruption into the Schoharie settlements, at the

head of about three hundred Tories and Indians, burniiio-

houses, and killing and making prisoners such of the inhabi-

tants as came in his way, and were not able to make their

escape. The little fortress of Schoharie was occupied by a

small garrison, commanded by Colonel Vrooman—one of that

class of men who, though officers, are certain never to be called

soldiers. They saw the ravages of the enemy—the conflagra-

tions by night rendering visible the acts of outrage committed

by day—but from their own weakness dared not to venture

forth, or make a show of opposition. The brave Colonel

Harper was in the fort with Vrooman, and was little satisfied

with the course of that officer. Leaving the fori, therefore

• The only account of tliis afl'air whioli the author has (hscovcred, was found ac-

cidentally among the papers of General Gaiisevoort, after the fourteenth chapter had

been printed. It is contained in a letter from C ilinu'i Richard Vari'k to Colone

Gansevoort, dated Schenectady, Juno 3, 1773, wliich states that the invasion took

place on the preceding Saturday. Had th s letter heen sooner discovered, tlie inci-

dent would have heen inserted in more exact chronological order— since ihe iilTuir

in which Captain Brown was the Aineri(ancom i.under, -iccurred, as relaled in the

fourteenth chapter, from Brown's narrative, mure than a month aferuard.
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mm almost to Albany-the Colonel bein^ obliaed freqnor.tlvfnurn upon h.s dusky pursuer, who as oft^n tooVt Th L ^s pnrs.ut wasd.sco.ered. Havin, communicated thst:
'
uadotof" r

'^''^'""^ valley to Colonel Ganse^rt,

n^ The Lr7^^""f^'"'' '^'^'^''''^ ^°^"-r assist!ance. The detachment rode all niaht, and early on the follovmg morning, to the great joy of the terrified inhai.ntswho remained, the tramp of hoofs announced the apt^^^^^^
uccors. The spirited light-horse-men had no sooner s" Ida ch r.e and made a dash upon the besiegers, led on bv HarFr, than the troops sallied out from the fort, and a precin tateretreat of the enemy was the consequence *

^

The people of Schoharie had suffered severely from thecon s and scalpmg parties of the enen.y during the Sum .
'

b tthe.r bravery m individual contests had amply aven'ed

E thl witi '''^o '
'''^"'" '^'^ '^"'"^' ''"d marched off

they laid themselves down to sleep for the night. But thei^

iZZi: ^r".'"^^'^"^"^"^^^^"^^^'
than'they su p en ho course of the n,<rht he succeeded in disengaging hish nds, „nd cautiously taking a hatchet from the girdle of oneof he Indians, he despatched six of them in rapiS sucre sioran wouiKled the seventh, who made his escape.' HW^^'

ltZ.nT:t f-
''^ '"P"^^' ^'^"'^^^ -'--d home

.^saiety, and at his leisure.t

Soon after the battle of Monmmuh, Lieutenant Colonel Wil-liam Butler, with one of the Pennsylvania regiments and adet^nchmentof Morgan's riflemen, was ordered^o th^ North
* LeUcrofIlev.Mr.Fe„„.ofn.pe.field.

t Campbell's Annals.
'

iH

''•\
:
*
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aiul stalionod at Sclioliario. Biitlnr was a brave and expe-

rienced odicer, especially qualified for the service ii|)on wiiich

ho was appointed.* ilis arrival in Sclioharie had a salu-

tary effect, by discosirairing the disiifFectt'd, and by the presence

of a stronjrer (orce than had yet been amonfj them, establishing

the confidence and reviving the spirits of the people. Several

of his scoutiny parties also returned with good success. At-

tached to the rifle corps, under Captain Long, were several bold

spirits, who signalized themselves so greatly in the partisan

warfare in which they were eng.iged, that many of their ex-

ploits are freshly renieinbered among the inhabitants of Scho-

liiU'ie to this day. Of this number were David Elerson, and a

Virginian named Murphy. The first expedition of Captain

Long was directed to the valley of the Charlotte river—one o{

the upper tributaries of the Susquehanna, flowing from the

mountains south of Schoharie. The object was to arrest and

bring to the fort a conspicuous Tory living upon that stream,

named Service. His house being a point of rendezvous and

supply for the Tory and Indian scouts, it was desirable that it

shotdd be broken up. While on his way to the place of desti-

nation, it was the good fortune of Captain Long to intercept a

roujpany of Tories, enlisted for the King's service, in the neigh-

borliood of Catskill, by a Captain Smith, who were then on

their way to join Sir John Johnson at Niagara. Smith was

killed by the simultaneous shots of Elerson and his Captain

—

they being a few rods in advance at the moment when the Tory

leader emerged at the head of his men from a tliicket. His

followers fled in every direction. They had intended to lodge

that night with Service ; but that unfortunate man had guests

of quite another character. While unapprised of danger, his

house was surrounded by the troops of Long, when in an in-

stant Murphy and Elerson rushed in, and made him a prisoner.

Having been informed that he must accompany them to Sclio-

liarie, on leaving his house he seized an axe standing by the

door, which he poised, and directed for a blow at the head of

Murphy. The latter was too quick-sighted to receive it ; but

as he sprang aside to avoid the descending weapon, Service fell

dead from the rifle of Elerson.

After his term of enlistment had expired, Murpliy remained

• LtUer of Wuhliin^tuii to General Sfurk.
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in Schol.ario, and niado war o„ his ou-n ncvonnt Tr
ro.narkaljlo for l,is flcofiif-.. • . c .

""""'"f- He > -us as

i' I . .

"'^' j'K^iiM.u Will out ionflmo- -tt ..II II

Colonel Gansevoort vet ronininpfl in tu
Schuvlor, and was con inn 1 I '

j '"'T'"^
"^ ^"^^

oncasionally cnt off, a hostile party wl, TVe tlj^rl
''' '"^

<i-o garrison. But from the correspond nie of t^offi
"'"'

-onkl appear that the troops of the .Ir ] «„ r^u 7,
?'

"

t.. severest sufferers fi-oin tL petty .;^: ::^^X'Zernemy seemed ever to be hoverin. in the preeinct' mdvtobnng down or carry into captivity such str.Llinrc 'i r
^

ventured beyond musket-shot from the fort
>^" '' "^

S.1778. DnHns .Le occaLnal Z^7<Z^cl:^''''''''^' '^^''^ ^^P^'
was in command of the post :-" This ,„o nin. R .^"""^T' ^^-J""- Cochraa
Win-s company, who Js on, in thelir t,tlErnAtr" f-

^"'""'" ^^
Indians, wi,o were seen and fired at hv the .. nfir^.l n p ^^"^ ''^ " P''''^ "^

tl-^ firin, in my room, and ran toJmZTt::^T'''' '''T
' ''"'

matter. I was inf„r,ned that a party of Indians il

'

fid'
""""'"'' ""•' "'"

I'^Hl gone to catch a horse, and tl,af l,„ had , ilhcr I,,.,.., 1
'

,

,","'^°";'"^'" ^''^

'"'' '""'' ='"-' "• ^° » • <y.
--

":::;;;:^:r;:„:

ilk
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I'arly in July, I,iriiti'ii;i;it M'CU'lliii), mi nctivi' nnd <'fli('i(>iit

ofRri'r, WHS sent witli a siiiiill party to dt'stmytlio htiililinysniul

piildic woiUs fit Oswi'tjo, which it was asciirtaincd wuro not at

that nicMUMit in the 0(;c,U|)ation of the cnoiny. Tlio object of

the <'X|)cditi()n was accoinphshcd and iho huihhnux where biniit

to tlie ground, totretticr with a quantity of uiunmnilion, pro-

visions, andotiier pniilic stores. It seems unnccountablo that

this post shonld hav(! hccii left thns wholly unprnli'dcd
; (Ik;

only occnpanis foinid by the American party being a woman
anil her chddron, and a lad fourteen yt'ius old. 'I ho woman
and lier family, together with iier furniture and a suitable

snpply of provisions, were placed in an ont-bnilding, and left

without farther mol(!station, The boy was brought off as a

prisoner, and fnrnished soini; important information (nnching

the movements of the enemy between their isiiuid rendezvous

in the St. Lawrence!, and Mascara.*

But Colonel Gansevoort had some spiious troubles to en-

counter within the garrison, and some puinful duties to execute.

Notluvithstanding the high character which the forces (Consti-

tuting the garrison had acqnired, and the sonnd patriotism of

his officers, the spirit of disalfection appeared among them in

the Spring, and the early part of the Summer, to ati alarming

extent. Distant as was the post of Fort Schuyler from New-

York, Sir Henry (ylinton had .succeeded in the introduction of

an emissary within the fort, in the character of a recruit. Ilis

name was Samuel Geake. He was un American soldier, and

had been corrupted while a prisoner in New-York, whence ho

was sent forth, in company with Major I lammell, also an Ame-

rican prisoner, whose virtue yielded to the all-subduing power

of gold.t Geake accompanied Hamnell to Poughkeepsie,

if ho could find him dead or olive. They found Ack r lying dond. fin was xcnlped,

nnd a weapon about two feet andahalf lon^;, like ths"— [hero Major Cochrnn gave

a drawing of the instrument—a war club, with a blade like tho sprnr of a laiiri; in-

serted in the side, near the upper end of it,]
—"lying near him. Thii Jrtnce-hciid

had been stuck several times in his body. It is supposed to Imvo born left bohind

on purpose, as there were several marks on if, denoting the number of pomons killed

and scalps taken by the means of it."—[Captain Bleecker mentioned in Ihn forego-

ing extract, is the venerable Leonard Bleecker, yet living at Sing Sing. Ilo was «

very active and efficient officer at Fort Schuyler for a long time.]

• MS. draft of a letter from Colonel Ganscvoort to General Stark,.Tuly !0, 1779.

•t Hummell was Bri;iade-major to General James Clinton, and had bi.'cn taken by

Sir Henry Clinton at the storming of Fort Montgomery. According to Gcako'i
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was sMrc'ssluIly ..xocutcd hv .1 n
^ commission

"». only becauso .1° oj i'"lrr""™
"•'"'"^' °"'^-°'

conf.Bsion, Hommell was emDioved in tt,=

Lythe British officers in NTrYorkbefth "'''''' P'"''""''' ''^f"'•"'«"^

treason. General Jarncs Clin on Kv.h
''"''""' ""' "P"" '"'" ""'«'°" °f

as Mated in ,ho tc, To .„ lufl^ ^7 "". ""' ""'^" »' ^-' Montgomery.

hi. ..rolhe, the Governor suppor
account to th„ Connnittee of Sa?Jty

P"'""""' "'''" ^' ^'""' '»« offi<^ia«

of .l.e sie,, a, being .ade up fcMherein " "^' ^''"''^" •"
'" "'^«

'

ee/ve:::ntien::,t:fet:^X:f
tain Grog., ^ho had been ^ZllTt .

^''7^^«"'«"' ""^ the court was Cap-

cording .: Geake' con^eTsion H^^^^^^
""' •""'P'"'' "'^' y'" •'e'"''- aL

regime-nt to be raise "Irre^erTTlTh! 7™"' " ''"'""''^^ '^'' " ""^^^ '-'^

•^7 coUd enlist. Geake was r/ec.r "'"" """y- ""'' ""^•'' ""«'« «=

<-. Port Schuyler was to oclnie "
~"'«'°" «« "«"'«nant. His mission

oxtentofitssup^liL^Li^ee's^'^rL •'''''"
"f

'" '''^"^"' ""^ •"«

to .p.ke the cannon on thdrd par u^' ' """ *" ''"'^" "^ ^''^-»>'—

d

I *l

«»-,

l-li
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*^olon'i;l Qanskvooiit tii IIknkuai. Wasiiinoton.

" IWt Sc/iiii/lcr, Ainrnut l[\ 1778.

"Srri,

"I liavi! Ilin nnhiippiiicss Jo iiifltnii your Mxccllonry ilmt

tlpscrlioii lias lately l»<'<'ii very lV('([ii(!iit from this garrison.

Since tlio 'iCitli oNust March \v>.) havi- had throH S(!ryrcanls, two

corporals, and twenty private's desert from this haltidioii, liesidcs

one honihartlirr, one irimner, and one otiit^r Crom tlio artillerv.

IJi'l()re the liate above nienlioned, several soldiers had hoiii

tried hy a general ('oiirt Martial at this irarrison for desertion,

but never received the piiiiislinient duo their crimes. Tiic sen-

tences of th(!so dilFerent courts martial wero carefully sent to

the cominandinu: (Jeneral of this DepartiiKMit,* hut no rctn.Ms

have been ever received. Sook; time ni .lime last, ("olonel

Vnrick informed nio thtit a recruit, who had just joined our bat-

talion, was suspected of being a confederate with .Major Ilam-

mell. I ordered his conduct t- !)c narrowly inspected. Ho
was detected in the fact of corrupting and enticing the soldiers

to desert. Upon being apprehended, he conlessed that he came
upon such designs, and was sent by an aid-do-camp of Sir

Henry Clinton as a spy— to oud(!avor to enlist what Irislmnn

he could from the Americati army. There was every appear-

unco of his beinjif a spy. lie was immediately tried by a gene-

ral court martial—the sentence was directly sent down for ap-

probation, but no answer has been received, and the man .still

lies confined m irons.

" Finding the spirit of desertion to increase, and tbo nn.i in

general to be exceeding uneasy, probably arising from tjifir

being so long stationed on this frontier post. Thev have been

frequently heaid in their private conversations to say that they

would sooner die than st;iy here the ensuing winter. Mv nt-

ficers, as well as myself, were convinced, that unless some ox-

a. <^) was made, we should not be able to check this growing

t.-'il *:. -.irty of five men deserted on the lOlh of August.

T'lty ^ ^"-e t-:an by the Tuscarora Indians, on their way to

Can.ilt, 'ifty miles fr-r . this fort. They were brought in on

the 13th. A general court martial was convened on the 15th.

They were sentenced to die. The officers in a body desired

* General Stark was tiien in command at Albany.
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llio mere™;- spirit of ,l,.».„i„„
"7 o"iclually l„ s,„p

...morn::,";;:: :>i:r;i::;;r:'i"7- f"-
'-^ -

DL txi,ci,t((l.
I |„.v^ ,^,,,,3 ac-cordii.jrly shot at til.. |,,...d „r .

yet, as cor.urm.id,,,- oniccr of wl • .
."Ml.ority,

ti.e Comma.Ki..r i .^c of Ld t^Tl '^"^' '" ^^'^''"'^ ^™'"

Wnasaeopyoft,.eprooeedn.,sort.io::::t^:L^^^^^^

Gkneka. WAsHi^cror. to Co.onkl Ganskvoort.

"SiH.

"Head- Quarters, White Plains')
'''^^ihAuffust,l77S. \

' I have just received your favor of the 13th instant Tnosed .s a copy of a letter sent you some time trrespectin:tlio court martial you transmitted * '"'P'^^''"?

|.r«crftedt ^'^ praceding ,As not st.ictly i,i the

five m.n were tri,.! and sentencr.l to 1^7 u 1
"" ''"-' °" *'''"'='' """•«

.or'-l fi„ 1 -
'.-"it-iiLru 10 dentil, Pixo'hrrs fi..sP!f.,fj . -nJ ,„.- ,1 ,-=-•' f^v. days au..r iheir cxccution.-nrfe Ca«.«,oorr. p";;,!:

^ '^^

i'F:

ii'

L *
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"I have spoken to Lieut. Colonel Willett on the appliciition

of the officers of the (jnrrison. It is impossihle to comply at

present with their reqnest, things are so circumstanced—but

I shall take steps to relieve it before winter.*

"I am, sir, your obedient, humble serv't.

" Geo. Washington.'
" Col. Gansevoort.^^f

The position of Fort Schuyler was of the first important.^,

as the key to the western entrance of the Mohawk country ; but

it was nevertheless too remote from the upper German settle-

ments of the valley, to afford them protection from sudden ir-

ruptions of the enemy avoidinjj that fortress in their approach.

The consequence was. that the work of destruction was actively

prosecuted among the settlements referred to, during the Sum-

mer of this year. The first blow was struck upon a small and

rather secluded hamlet, called Andrus-town, situated about six

miles south-east of the German Flatts,t on the 18th of July, by

a small party of Indians led by Brant in person. This settle-

ment consisted of seven families, planted upon a lot of one

'1-

In November following, Gnnsevoorl's command was relieved by Colonel Guise

Van Schaick, whose regiment was assigned to that post.

t These letters have been copied by the author from the originals. The ericlo

sure mentioned in the above letter from General Washington reads as follows :

—

[Copy.]

" Sir,

"Head-Quarters, White Plains,

"August 13,1778.

" I have received the proceedings of a court-martial held by your order, respectin'^

Samuel Geake. As neither the articles of war, nor any resolves of Congress, au-

thorise the constituting of general courts-martial by any other than the Commander

in-chief, the commanding officer of a separate department, or a general officr tom-

manding in a particular State, I should have been under the necessity of crdnring a

second trial, and appointing a court for the purpose, if it had been judged expedii'iit

lo bring Geake to punishment. But ns his confession contains inforniation very

pointedly against Major Hammell, which concurs with other accounts I have n'ciivcil,

I think it of more importance to the puI)lictosave Geake, as a witness aaiiinst Hiuii-

mell, than to make an example of him. You will therefore keep him in sucli a kind

of confinement as will effectually prevent his escape, till matters are ripe for the

prosecution of Major Hammell, and at the same time will be as little rigorous as the

nature of the case will admit. He need, however know noUiing of my intention.

I am, &c.
•Geo. Washinoton."

" Col. Gitntevoort,"

J In the North part of tlie present town of Warren.
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thousand acres.* Thev \vorr> ,n ^
borderers, and the obioo^ Z\^

"^.'""' circumstances for

settlemen was ll 11'";"""'"" ^^ P'"-^-. The
could be removrd 'rcS -^^^^ -- ^^^t ,

bnildin.^ were reduced toXr "''''^~'^''' ^'«"''«« ^"^ other

his son and two ot ^1 r^;'r''""""*''"^^^'^^'''^^'th

perished in the flamo o
'; "' 'iled-ono other inhabitant

the little colony w'-e cJZ^Z "~"^' '" ""^"^'- "^

catastrophe uZ no soon '^
ac :dr p','^; T''''

"' '"^

resolute Whigs dotorminod Vn n V '"' ''"" '"^ ^^'^'-^^ «f

friendly India,,, foL I M ' ^r'"'"'"""'' ^^ »'•" <» »"™
white Jolonyk ;„ :, t . Y ,^' J' l"'"'''

"'» »'"' > small

it."::^;:;: •::rrd"^r - ?-
-

"'»
™""^'

waf*:':;:';:;™e:::':fT
"'•""""^ - "" "''»"^.

originally called Burne.sfield frnr,.
^ '" """I™™',

patent had been sr "ted bTr
"'=^"-'='™^'""™ that the

+ 1 wo small InltPR in ihe Pnnili =a-f - . r i.

'to
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A short distance west of the chnrcli stood the large and irias-

sive-bnilt stone mansion of tlie Herkimer family, whicli, like

the church itself, was used as a fort.* Hence it was called Fort

Herkimer. On the north side of the river, upon a jirav(^lly

plain, elevated some ten or fifteen feet above the surrounding

flatts, stood Fort Dayton.t

At the time of which we are writing, the settlement on the

south side of tiie river numbered thirty-four dwelling-houses,

and there were about an equal number upon the north side,

together with as many barns and other out-buildings, and

several mills. The population, for the number of houses, was

numerous. The lands, rich by nature, and well cultivated,

had that year brought forth by handfuls ;
so that the barns

were amply stored with their products.

It was at the close of August, or early in the month of Septem-

ber, that this fine district was laid waste by the Indians under the

direction of Brant. Most providentially, however, the invasion

was attended with the loss of but two lives—one man being

killed outright, and another, named M'Ginnis, perished in the

flames. The particulars of this hostile irruption were these :

—

Entertaining some suspicions of Brant, who was at IJnadilla,

a scout of four men had been despatched into that vicinity for

observation. Three of these men were killed at the Edmeston

settlement. The fourth, John Helmer, succeeded in makiiijj

his escape, and returned to the flatts at half an hour before sun-

down, just in time to announce that Brant, with a large body

of Indians, was advancing, and would, in a few hours, be upon

thern. All was, of course, terroi' and alarm through the setlle-

$m>

* It was at this place that the first Liberty Pole in Ihn valley was reared, in the

Spring of 1775. The slioriff of Tryon County, White, with whose subsequent liis-

tory the reader is already acquainted, came up to the flatts with a lHr<;e body cl

militia from Johnstown, and cut it down. While had been a captain in the Fn nch

war.

t The present site of the village of Herkinur, in the lown of the sntnc name, and

one of the most beautiful localities in America. The name of German FInlta was

designed for this town, which would have been the most appropriate, as Herkimer

would have been for the town on the south side of the river, now called German

Plaits, where the flatts are far less extensive, and where the Herkimer family

resided. The mistake was made by the legislature when the towns were named.

This explanation, together with the gcngrnphical description in the text, is necessary

to prevent confusion in regard to the localities of Forts Dayton and Herkimer, in

.he record of subsequent events.

V
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moMt; mKl ihe inl.abitants-mon, women, nnd ohildrm-wcro
jrathc-n,! H,to Von, Dayton and Ilorkirncr li,r s.vnritv In
flying to ,hoso defnncs, they gathered t,p the tnnst valuable of
tlion- stun and by means of boats and canoes upon the river
snccee<led ,n the course of the evenino- in collecting a larc^e
port.on of their best articles of (iuniture. Rut they had no
tUTie to look alter their Hocks and herds.
Early in the evening Brant arrived at the edge of the settle-

ment but as the night came on excessively dark and rainy, he
r-ifed with h,s forces in a ravine, near the house of his Tory
iriend Shoemaker, where the younger Cutler and his party
uere captured the preceding year. Here the chieft.in lay
with h.s warriors until the storm broke au-ay toward mornino-
-nnconsc.ous that his approach bad been notified to the peo"!pe by the scout in season to enable then, to escape the blow
of h.s uphfted arm. Before the dawn he was on foot, and his
warriors wercsweeping through the settlement; sothat the torch
in.ght be almost sin.ultaneously applied lo every buildino- it
contained. Just as the day was breaking in the east, the fires
were kmdled, and the whole section of the valley was speedily
' Innmiated by the flames of houses and barns, and all things
else combustible. The spectacle, to the people in the forty's
was one of melancholy grandeur. Every family saw the
flames and smoke of its own domicil ascending to the skies
and every farmer the whole product of his labor for the season'
aissolvmg mto ashes.

leaving no fire-arms larger than their rifles, the Indians
avoided even a demonstration against the forts, notwithstandincr
their chagrin that neither scalps nor prisoners were to o-n.c?
their triumph. But as the light of day advanced, their warriors
were seen singly, or in small groups, scourincr the fields, and
driving away all the horses, sheep, and black cattle that could
be found. Nothing upon which they could lay their hands
was le:t; and the settlement, which, but the day before, for ten
"Hies had smiled in plenty and in beauty, was now houseless
and destitute.* Happily, however, of human life there was no

;
Thn Re,M,.rMl,rancor .tales that there were C3 iIvv,.Iling-l,ousr., 57 l.arn. 3

^r,sr.,n,lls, „,„l t^yo saw-mills hnrnt, with mo.t of the f„rnit>,re a.ul o.oin kept

r;::.;;"'ff
l.-es 22a ),orn„|.cat.le, 269 sheep, and 93 oxen, taken and car-

' "." nj
.

J tulge Frank infoi oied the author tiiat he was upon giinrd on the morn-
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greater sacrifice than has already been mentioned. After the

Indians had decamped with their booty, a force of between

three and fonr hundred militia-men collected, and went in pnr-

suit—following as far as Edmeston's plantation on the Una-

dilla river, where the bodies of the three scouts were found and

buried. But no other results attended this expedition.* A party

of the Oneida Indians was more successful. They penetrated

into one of the Unadilla settlements, burnt several houses, retook

some of the cattle driven from the German Flatts, and brought

off a number of prisoners. The results of this little expedition

were communicated to Major Cochran, then in command at

Fort Schuyler, on or about the 25th of September, by a depu-

tation of about one hundred of the Oneida and Tuscarora war-

riors, in the following speech :

—

"BriOTHERs: We have now taken the hatchet and burnt

Unadilla,! and a place called the Butternuts. We have brought

five prisoners from each of those places. Our warriors were

particular that no hurt should be done to women and children.

We left four old men behind, who were no more able to go to

war. We have re-taken William Dygert, who was taken

about nine weeks ago by Brant on Fall Hill. Wenowdolivcr

him to you, so that lie may return to his friends. Last year

we took up the hatchet at Stillwater, and we will nowcontiiiuo

it in our hands. The Grassiiopper, one of the Oneida chiefs,

took to himself one of the prisoners to live with him in his own
family, and has adopted him as a son.

" Brothers : We deliver you six prisoners, with whom you

are to act as you please.

injT of tliR conflagration, standing upon the corner of the fort (HerkimRr,) wljich

aft')rdeci him the best view of the scene when the flnmcs broke forth. He hIbd enw

the dusky swurms of savages rush down the hill-slopes into the meadovs after llio

cattle, as soon as it was sutnciently light to discern objects with tolerable disliiict-

ncs?. The whole scene, he say?, was picturesque and sublime.

• "Captain Gilbert Tice catne from Niagara a few days before Brant set out witli

his party to destroy the German Flatts. He had 33 Indians with him, mostly Mo-

hawks. Brant's whole party at the German Flatts was 300 Tories, and 132 In-

dians. There were i.o ros;iil«r troops nn)ongst them."

—

MS. letler of Major Cochran

to Colonel Gansevoorl, Sept. 28, 177S.

t The Indians must iiave inoant one of the upper sflthiincnts on the tJnadilla,

poiucwhere between llic Biiltprnnis and the " Forks," nhoiit t«enty-Hve miles north

of tlio embouchure of tlrnt river into the Susquehannn. The prineipul town of the

Indian^ was nt the mouth of the river, and was dealrnyorl two or three weeks after-

ward by Colonel Butler, as will presently appear.

V
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" RitoTHKKs
: Vou had a man S(;a!ped here some time njro.

We Oiifidas and Tiiscaroias have now taken revcno-e, ami
have brought you some slaves. We do not take scalps'. AVe
hope yon are now convinced of our friendship to you and your
groat cause. The warriors detain two of the prisoners till to-
morrow morning. The Canasaragas have one in their posses-
sion. They will bring him to-morrow or the next day."*
The Oneidas, with very few exceptions, were ever faithful

to the cause of the Whijrs, and sometimes fought with great
personal bravery. The Oriskany clan of that nation joined
General Herkimer on the morning of his disastrous battle,
under their chiefs Cornelius and Colonel Ilonyorry, and sus-
tained themselves valiantly in that murderous conflict.t

^
But the acquisitions of booty by the Indians at the German

Flatts were more than counterbalanced, a few days afterward,
by tlieir lasses in their own chief towns, Unadilla and Ogh'
kwaga, which were invaded, and in turn laid waste, by (^olonel
William Butler, with the 4th Pennsylvania regiment, a detach-
ment of Colonel Morgan's rifle-men, then recently stationed at
Schoharie, as we have already seen, and a corps of twenty
rangers. Having marched from Schoharie to the head waters
of the Delaware, and descended that stream two days' march.
Colonel Butler struck ofl' thence to the Susquehanna, upon
which he emerged in the neighborhood of Unadilla. He ap-
proached the settlement with great caution

; but the enemy had
left the place several days before. Two of the white set-
tlers, Tories, were made prisoners, however, one of whom was
compelled to guide the forces of Butler to Oghkwagn, which
service he performed. The town was taken poss'ession of
without interruption, the Indians having fled the day before in
the greatest confusion—leaving behind a large quanti.y of corn,
their dogs, some cattle, and a great part of their household
goods. The march of Butler's troops had been fatiguing, and
the vegetables and poultry, which they found here in "great
abundance, enabled them to fare sumptuously during Uieir

MS. report o" Major Cochran to Colonel Gansevoorf.

t Thia f,,ct was derived from Judge Frank, after ti.e chnpftr containin<T the ac
count of the h.ittic of Oriskany v/as written. Honyorry, or Hunsjmie Tewahon-
SrahUnn, a- hi- name standi in tl... archive^ of the war dt-parfmcnr. was com.ni*.
siuned a captain by the Board of War in 1779.

IH
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stay. Tlio town was uncommonly well bnilt for an Indian sottie-

meiit, there boing a considerable number of good farmliousos

on cither side of the river. 'J'hese were ail destroyed, together

witli llic Indian cuslle three miles farther down the river, as also

largo (jiiantitics of provisions, intended for their winter's supply.

'J'lu'y siiw nothing of the enemy, and lost only one man attbat

pluce, who was shot by an Indian straggler lurking ni ambush.
Returning to Unadilla, that settlement, upon both sides of the

river, M'-as burnt, as also a grist-mill and saw-mill—the only

ones in the Susquehanna valley.*

But although, so far as fighting was concerned, it was an
easy campaign, still the difficulties encountered by the expedi-

tion were very great, and such as could not have been under-

gone but by men " possessmg a large share of hardiness, both
" of body and mind. They were obliged to carry their provi-

" sioiis on their backs ; and, thus loaded, frequently to ford

" creeks and rivers. After tfjc toils of hard inarches, they were
" obliged to camp down during wet and chilly nights without
" covering, or even the means of keeping their arms dry."t

They completed their work in sixteen days, and returned to

Schoharie. But the Indians were not slow in taking their re-

venge for this destruction of their towns. An Indian's ven
geance slumbers no longer than until an opportunity is afforded

for sating it, as will appear in the ensuing chapter.

Letter of Colonel William Butler to General Stark. f Ramsay.
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tempor was sevoro and irascible ; but he was nevertheless not

without iiis pfood qualities, and was a young man of fair pro-

mise— " a pretty able young lawyer," to use an expression from

the lips of one who knew him well.* It is believed, however,

that he took mortal offence at his treatment while in Albany,

and re-entered tlie service of the Crown, burning with resent-

ment and thirsting for revenge.

This recapitulation, in part, of a portion of the younger But-

ler's history, is deemed essential in connexion with the events

to be recorded in the present chapter.

There was with General Washington, during most of the

Summer, a Seneca chief, called The Great Tree, who, on leav-

ing the head-quarters of the Commander-in-chief, professed the

strongest friendship for the American cause, and his first object,

after his return to his own people, was to inspire them with his

own friendly sentiments. While passing through the Oneida

nation on his way home, he professed the strongest confidence

in his ability to keep his own tribe bound in the chain of friend-

ship, and pledged himself, in the event of his failure, to come

down with his friends and adherents, and join the Oneidas.

Early in October, Mr. Dean, the Indian interpreter and agent

in the Oneida territory, wrote to Major Cochran, then in com-

mand of Fort Schuyler, that, not hearing from The Great Tree

as soon as they expected, they had despatched messengers to

the Seneca country, who had returned with unfavorable intel-

ligence. It Wcis stated, that on his arrival in his own country

The Great Tree found his tribe all in arms. The warriors had

been collected from the remotest of their lodges, and were then

thronging the two principal towns, Kanadaseago and Jennesee.

Having heard that the Americans were preparing an expedi-

tion against their country, they had flown to arms ; and The

Greiit Tree was himself determined to chastise the enemy who

should dare to penetrate his country. The Oneida messengers

were farther told that all the Indians west of their own tribe,

including, of course, the Onondagas, together with the Indian

settlements on the Susquehanna and its branches, were to join

them. They were to rendezvous somewhere on the Tioga,

'V
r

y

* The vcneratile John Fraii!( of German Flatts.

iqtc Francis Sylvester.

Butler studied law with the
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se"' "„miJ;.'"^"^'
^""" "'™ "" P»-yl™"i" or New Jer-

ra7.t£Le,r,:L r,;'
"^-""^ -"- ."^J:.-

.0 employ .he "o7eS ^ P '^ ""l"'
""""^'•'' '"'"' I^^i^i""

1 "y uie joices ol Captain Brant. Tlionyh late in .i,„

coiintrv ff. hie ^i,j

i^iuiuing irom the Susquehanna

sachem was prevailed upon to turn bark „,„,„ ,i,7 ,

'

.lemems with five hnndred of his warri ^rTh ^^ te!,wcomprised seven hundred men.
^®

The point selected by the enemy was Cherry Valley_a .ettlemen as remarkable for the respectability of its inhabihnas us location was for its beauty. UniiJ the JiX If

or I leir morals. So scrupulous were thev in reo-,rH to nh.ng the precept, of Christianity, that their b „ ^1 :et7sZdeclined .nnj wtth the Tryon Co,„„y Co.,nitte o,, thf StL"^teth day-unless ,n .he even, of s„ch alarmi„„. eirc, ,,„ e,as wonid necessartly " sttper-exceed the duties ?„ he perfc mTdir. attending the public worship of God " whi.l, V,
'°™.7

a.d not then appear to be the case.! ' >'
'""''

It liasalrendybeen staled, that in consequeueeof th.ir „ ,
s..nat,o„, the Marquis de Lafayette had d ^ d

'IZola fo«,ficat,ou a. that place early the preeediu, Spri.r clnel Gansevoort at ouce solicited the cotnrnaud of the p"„s. virtfc resimcnt which had so greatly distinguished i, elf
°

e p ecedtao year ,n the defence of For. Schuyler. Bu, it wasgivel"
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to Colont'l Ichnbod Aldon, nt the bond of nn enstcrn regiment,

unfoitiinatiily but little accustornod to Indian warfrtro.

On the 8th of Novenihor, Colonel Aidmi iceeived a despatch

from Fort Sclmvler by express, ndvisinir him that his post was

to be attacked by the Tories and Indians. The intelligence

had been conveyed to Fort Schuyler by un Oneida Indian,

reporting that ho received it from one of the Otiondagas, who

had been present at a greiit nieoting of the Indians and Tories

at Tiogii, at which tlio determination was fornKul. In conso-

qnenfe of the lateness of the season, the inhabitants, not antici-

pating any farther hostilities before Spring, had removed their

etFi,'Cts from the fortification, where, during the Smnmer, they

hiid been deposited for safety, back to their own dwellings.

On the receipt of this intelligence, they requested permission to

remove once more into the fort, or at least to be »dlowed again

to deposite their most valuable property within ';i<* walls. But

Colonel Alden, discrediting the intelligence as an idle Indian

rumor, denied their solicitations, assuring the people that he

would use all diligence against snrprisft, and by menus of vigi-

lant scouts, be at all times prepared to warn them of approach-

in'j; danger. Accordingly scouts were despatched in various

directions on the 9th. The party proceeding down the Sus-

quehanna, as it were in the very face of the enemy, very wisely

kindled a fire in the evening, by the side of which they laid

themselves down to sleep. The resul* might have been fore-

seen. They were all prisoners when they awoke !

Extorting all necessary information from the prisoners so

opportunely taken, the enemy moved forward on the lOth— But-

ler with his rangers, and Thayendanegea with his Indians-

encamping for the nif^ht on the top of a hill, thickly covered

with evererreens, about a milesouth-\v\-..i; of the fort and village

of Cherry Valley. The snow fell several inches during the

night—the storm turning to rain in the morning, with a thick

and cloudy atmosphere. The ollicers of the garrison were

accustomed to lodge about among the families near the fort;

and from the assurances of Colonel Alden, the apprehensions of

the people were so much allayed, that they were reposing in

perfect security. Colonel Alden himself, with Stacia, bis

'.ieutenant-colonel, lod^red with Mr. Roh.Ti \Vcll,s. n gKntliMiian

<tf gruul respcctui<iiity, r.x-cntly a judge of the county, wlio was,

' .•]'

' )
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n orcovor. nn mt.mato frion.l .,rc.,|on..l .To!,n n,„lor, ,,s |„. h.-ulalso een of S.r William Johnson/ I,,vin, ns.n ,.i„ , ,,ncalu.os u. which the officers lod,.d, the enon,y n,,p 1, dI.e m.sn.p..o..n. village in .he ^reatost so.nritv, vd I'd hy the
l.;.^« w n.;h hnng ,n the atn.osph.re. An alar,,; wa., how^J"

•LefirniTof an Indian upon a settler from the on.skirls .vljwas ndmg tlnjher on horsohaclc. Ho .as wonnded, l.nt nov

hnt^':
",'":"''"" ^'"'^ '-tnntinn>rm,.;ion toX

v.^.l..n Colonel. Stranjje as it may .ocm, this officer still dis
-

=ved the approach of an enemy in force-supposing tinshot to have proceeded fron. a stra..|er. But he was soonMvnced of Ins error; for even hefbre the guards could he.led u,, he Indians were upon then.. Unfortunately, proba-
'.ly, _'^>r t e n.hah::auts, the rangers had halted just beforeentermg ,. village to examine their arms, the rain havh,'
daman... cheir powder. During this pause, the Indians sprangfonvau; and the Seneca., being at that period the most fero
Clous .f the Six Nations, M^ere in the van. The house of MrWells was instantly surrounded by the warriors of that tribe'and several Tones of no less ferocity, who rushed in and mas!
sacred the whole tamily, consisting at that time of himself, his

J
er, his wife, his brother and sister, John and Jane, threeof his sons Samuel, Robert, and William, and his daughter

Eleanor. The only survivor of :he fixmily was John, who'was
hen at school in Schenectady. His father had taken hisfamily to that place for safety some months before, but his fears

(tZd AM^'I'"'''^^'^''^'
"""^^^ ^'^^^^^otUelr horn"(olono Alden, having escaped from the house, was pursued^e distance down a hill by an ludian. who 'repeatedlvl-

mand.d of h.m to surrender. This, however, he refused to do
tn ning upon his pursuer repeatedly, and snapping his pistol
»t without effect. The Indian ultimately hurled his tomthawk with unerring direction at his head, and rushing forward

tore his scalp from him in the same instant. Thus, in the very'
outset of ihe battle, fell the commander, who, had he been a.

ofNetYork!"'"'
"" "" '""'" '"' "'' '"'^ '''«""S"-'-l counsellor, John Well,

l^lZT
°''"''" "^"'^ '' ^""^ ^'°''"^°"' '^'"^-
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prudent as he wiis bravo, niijiht Imvo avortod the trnj^ic scenes

ol tli;it hiipli'ss day. liiuiilinmntcnloiiel Stacia was mado

|)ris(im:r ; uiid th(! Aniorican <fiiards, stationed at tlie liousi' of

jMr. Wells, were all either Uillcd or taken.

The destruction of the lainily of Mr. Wells was marked hy

circumstances of peculiar barbarity. It was boasted by one ol'

tlio Tories, that he had killed .Mr. Wells while enjrafjed in

prayer—certainly a happy moment for a soul to wing its flijrlit

to another state of existence
;
but what the ue<rree of hardi-

hood that could boast of compassinLT the death of an unarmed

man at such a moment! His sister .Fane was distinguished

alike for her beatUy, her accomplishments, and her virtues.

As the savages rushed into tin; house, she tied to a pile of wood

on the premises, and endeavored to conceal herself. She was

pursued and arrested by an Indian, who, with perfect compo-

sure, wiped and sheathed hisdrippiug knife, and took his toma-

hawk from his girdle. At this instant a Tory, who had for-

merly been a domestic in the family, sprang forward and inter-

posed in her behalf—claiming her as n sister. 'I'he niaid(Mi,

too, who understood somewhat of the Indian language, im-

plored lor mercy. But in vain. With one hand the Indian

pushed the Tory from him, and with the other planted his

hatchet deep into her temple !

The fort was repeatedly assaulted during the day, and at

times with spirit ; but Indians are not the right description of

troops for such service, and being recced by a brisk lire of

grape and musketry from the garrison, they avoided the fort, and

directed their attention chielly to plundering and laying waste

the village, having sated themselves in the onset with blood.

In this work of d(!strnction they were unmolested, since, num-

bering more than twice as many as the garrison, a sortie was

iiilt to be unwarrantable.

Among the families which suffered from the tomahawks of

the Indians and Tories—for the latter, as at Wyoming, were

not to be outdone by their uncivilized allies—were those of

the Rev. Samuel Dunlop, and a Mr. Mitchell. Mrs. Dim lop

was killed outright, and thus shared the fate of l\Irs. Wells, who

was her daughter. Mr. Dunlop and another daughter would

likewise have been murdered but tor the interposition of Little

Aaron, a chief of the Oghkwaga branch of the Mohawks, who

.4'
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mahawks of

«ncmp„..,i ,„ p|,„K|„ ,,j,„ „|.,„,„^ „, ,;,',' '•"«

t<"H^ to conceal himself before a To ,/
^^^ "' •'"''

IV Tr""'/ ""^ *''^ ^"'''^^^^ ••'^^^'^^^^d in their imer!"'"t- Several other fari)ilies were cut off th^ wlmlo
,0 i„„„,„,„ ,„.„ „,,„^„ ,,.,,.::„'^;t:,

:'*
t"ol"lci,on In ...dilmo,, ,„ li.eso, sixieen soldiers were kill, 1

c inTir't,'" r"'"""- -""' ww/Jr ehldr ;
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fill flight, and returned in safety. Colonel Canipboll was also

absent; but hasteninii: home on hearinir the alarm, he arrived

only in time to behold the destruction of his property by the

conflagration of the village, and to ascertain that his wife and

children had been carried into captivity.* The torch was ap-

plied indiscriminately to every dwelling-house, and, in fact, to

every building in the village. The barns, being filled with the

combustible products of husbandry, served to render the con-

flagration more fierce and terriuc ; especially to the fugitive

inhitbitants who had escaped to the woods for shelter, and

whose sufferings were aggravated by the consciousness that

their retreating footsteps were lighted bv the flames of their

own households.

The prisoners taken numbered between thirty and forty.

They were marched, on the eveninnf of the massacre, down the

valley about two miles south of the fort, where the enemy en-

camped for the night. Large fires were kindled round aliout

the camp, into the centre of which the prisoners, of all ages and

sexes, were prouiiscuously huddled, and there compelled to

pass the iiours till morning—many of them half naked, shiver-

ing from the inclemency of the weather, with no shelter bu.

the frowning heavens, and no bed but the cold ground. It was

a dismal night for the hapless group—rendered, if possible, still

more painful by the savage yells of exultation, the wild, half

* Colonel Campbell was the grandfather of the author of the Annals of Tryoii

Coiintv, so frequently referred to in the present volume, to whom the author is

almost exclusiivi'ly indebted for the facts respecting the invasion of Cherry Vulle/.

The autlior of tlie Annuls being himself a native of that place, was not only familiar

with its history iVoin his cradle, but has taken great pains to collect the facts. There

is indeed no olhcr reliable authority. Ramsay is equally brief and unsatisl'actory
;

while Macauley's wretched jumble of every thing, called, for what reason cannot

be divined, a History of New-York, contains the most foul niisrepresentalions.

The massacre was bad enou'^h, in all conscience ; but when it is 8tate<l tiiat, " not

" content with killing the inhabitant*', they ripped open and quartered the women,

"and then suspended their mangled limbs on the trees—that the helpless infants

" were taken from their mothers' breasts, and their brains knocked out against llie

" posts,"—and when these statements are compared with the real facta of the case,

we may well tremble for the truth of history. The simple incident wl ich eave rise

to this shocking tale of mutilating the bodies of tiie dying and dead, was this. One

of the Tories had lived as a domestic with the Rev.iVlr.Dunlop. He had run away

in consi'qnencH of ill-treatment, as was alleged, on the part of Mrs. D. After slic

was .slain, it is said he cut off her hand. But even this story is of doubtful au-

ttieniicity.
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fore the prisoners, with few exceptions exnerienrori 1
ia their cu.cunista..es, as h.ppy L it ^.^i::: S/ ^^j;!^had been separated, for the convenience of traveihn. intoI.Mgroups .n chargeof different parties of the enemy. ^On co^ '^

to a halt, they were collected together, and informed iha it ,adbeen determined to release all the women and cluldren ^c
'

,mg Mrs. Campbell and her four children and \h.7 '\
her children, q^hese it was resolved VnHo

"'" ""^^

a punishment to their Uns^X^Z ';
:;V;:7;r^-played in the border wars With thnc« ^ •

•
^'

and ,„ei. n,.,„ „„os were il^ntX e.^Clrb^^^T"

also, to the motives of Captain Butler in ti„-o I .- ,
'^^"^i'^'

/.should here he remarKJ,X, ™ L fl^ ThL ^T""'',
in.elf ,0 C„„.,da, his „.„„« and ,he yot^eV hi ™ wbeen left i«h,„d. Mrs. Butler aud her ehildr™ we e delnedby .he Commiueeof Safe.y, and pernussi„u ,o fZZteZ^

Ta'^frer:,:;.?"^'''
'-" "^^ -'-'' - -- '- -ed

Captain Butler to General Schuyler.
•

^^
" Cherry Valley, Nov. 12, 1778.

"lam induced by humanity to permit the persons whose-mes I send herewith, to return, lest the inclemency of the.on, .uid their naked and helpless situation, might prove
.
tal to them, and expect that you will release an equal nrnXerof our people .n your hands, amongst whom I expect you wilpermit Mrs. Butler and l^^mily to come to Canada

; but if vol!
nsist uponit,! do engage to send you, moreover, an equal

< •

[0, ..
»•!

^11
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number of prisoners of yours, taken either by the Ranjrors or

Indians, and will leave it to you to name the piTsons. I liave

done every tliinij in my power to restrain the fury of the In-

dians from hurting women and children, or killing the prison-

ers who fell into our hands, and would have more etfectually

prevented them, hut that they were much incensed by tlie late

destruction of their village of Anguaga* by your people. I shall

always continue to act in that manner. I look upon it beneath

the character of a soldier to wage war with women and

children. I am sure you are conscious that Colonel Butler or

myself have no desire that your women or children should be

hurt. But, be assured, that if you persevere in detaining my
father's family with you, that we shall no longer take the same

pains to restrain the Indians from prisoners, women and

children, that we have heretofore done.

" I am, your luimble servant,

" Walter N. Butler,
" Capt. Com. of the Rangers.

"General Schuyler." t

Having thus, in a great measure, disencumbered themselves

of their prisoners, the enemy proceeded on their journey by

their usual route at that period, down the Susquehanna to its

confluence with the Tioga, thence up that river into the Seneca

country, and tiience to Niagara. Mrs. Cannon, an aged lady,

and the mother of Mr?. Campbell, was likewise held in capti-

vity ; but being unfitted for travelling by reason of her years,

the Indian having both in charge despatched the mother with

his hatchet, by the side of the daughter, on tlie second day of

their march. Mrs. Campbell was driven along by the uplifted

hatcliet, having a child in her arms eighteen months old, with

barbarous rapidity, until the next day, when she was favored

with a more humane master. In the course of the march a

straggling party of the Indians massacred an English family

named Buxton, residing on the Butternut Creek, and reduced

their buildings to ashes.J

Thus terminated the expedition of Walter N. Butler and

One of the old names of Unadilla.

t This letter was recently found among the papers of General James Clinton,

t There is some reason to doubt whether thia murder of the Hiixtons was notthn

work of the Oneidas, during their excursion to Unadilla and the Butternuts.
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Joseph Brant to Cherry Valley. Nothing eo„ld exhibit .n ..pee 0^.ore e.uire desohuion th.n did the site o^l^^ZZon the follow.no: dny, wiien the nnlitia from the Mohawlc -Tr

the tops of the forest trees, and the doj,s howled through (he

cr. and those who retnrned from captivily. abandoned thesettlement, until the return of peace should enable th m to pi

N^x to hf
,"''."'' "'" """''"^" "'^ ^"« P-^ "Im-donedJNext to the destruction of Wyonnuo-, that of Cherry Vallev^nds^ouun h,su,ry as havin, been the most consiZ^^

fo.lSdf be
,'''"; ''•"'^' ^""^ ^"'^^^^«" ^-'d up as, ho

ZLr ''"•banans, and of all others deserving. ,hodeepest execration. Even the learned and estin.able eounseUlor, who
^ long reported the adjudicated law of the State ofN ^v-York ^n the tribute to the memory of the late John Veilswith winch he closed the last volume of his juridical llo,^'has fallen into the same popular error

; and applies he eoTdstanza mte striking passage of " Gertrude'of Wyomr-which called forth the younger Brant in vindication o^fh"'!ers memory, to the ease of his departed and eminent frnd t

Ul "fT T r^r^"«d^°^'- melancholy case ofM
.

AVells, o[ whose kmdred ••'nor man, nor child, nor thino^ofh.ng b.rth," bad been left by the Indians. But it may "^
<..rlessly asserted that it was not true as coupled with'thename of Joseph Brant. It has already been seen that Br.ntwas not the coumiander of this expedition

; and if he h d Zen
s no certam t at he could have compelled a different .-e2

«" " -s certam that h.s conduct on that fatal dav was neithe-rbarous uor ungenerous. On the contrary, he did all n h^power to prevent the shedding of innocent blood
; and h" dnot been lor a circumstance beyond his control, it is more thanpro able that the distinguished counsellor referred to, v u dnot have been left « alone of all his race." Captain Brant as-

Brnnt.
' '" ^^"''^ ""^ "'" '''"'' °^ ">« younger
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serted, and tlicre is no reason to question liis veracity, tluit on

tlie morning of ti»e attaclc, he left rhe main body of tiio Indians,

and endeavored to anticipate their arrival at the house of Mr.

Wells, for tlie purpose of affording protection to the family.

On his way it was necessary to cross a ploughed field, the

yielding of the cartli in which, beneath his tread, so retarded

his progress, that he arrived too late.

But this is ni t, all. On entering one of the dwellings, he

tound a woman employed in household matters. " Are you

thus engaged," inquired the chief, " while all your neighbors

are murdered around you ?" The woman replied that they

were in favor of the King. " That plea will not avail you to-

day," replied the warrior. " They have murdered Mr. Wells's

family, who were as dear to me as my own." " But," conti-

nued the woman, " there is one Joseph Brant : if he is with the

Indians, he will save us." " I am Joseph Brant !" was the

quick response :
" but I have not. the command, and I know

not that I can save you ; but I will do what is in my power."

At the moment of uttering these words, he observed the Senecas

approaching. " Get into bed quick," he commanded her, " and

feio-n yourself sick." The woman obeyed, and when the In-

dians came up, he put them off with that pretext. Instantly as

they departed, he rallied a few of his Mohawks by a shrill

sif^nal, and directed them to paint his mark upon the woman

and her children. " You are now probably safe," he remarked

—and departed.*

Another instance, from the same authority,! will serve

farther to illustrate the conduct andbcaringof this distinguish-

ed Indian leader on that occasion : After the battle was over,

he inquired of one of the captives for Captain M'Kcan, who

had retirea to the Mohawk Valley with his family. " He sent me

a challenge once," said the chief; "I have now come to accept

it. He is a fine soldier thus to retreat !" It was said in reply

:

"Captain M'Kean would not turn his back upon ;'n enemy

where there was a probability of success." " I know it," ic-

'oined Brant : " he is a brave man and I would have given

It is an Indian practice thus to mark their captives, and the known mark ol •

tribe or chief is a protection from danger at other handi.

j Campbell's Annals.

:l.,i
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"more to take Iiim tlinii any other man in Cherry Valley hut
"I would not have hurt a hair of his head.'
These were generous sentiments, worthy of a creneroiis sol-

dier. Indeed, the whole con-Juct of the Moliawlc chief on that
nielaneholy day was any thing rather than characteristic of the
"monster " Brant has been represented to he. Of the conduct
o the leader of the expedition, Captain Waiter N. Butler, a less
charitable judgment must be formed -not so much perhaps on
account at the atrocities committed -because these, loo, may
have been beyond his control, or suddenly perpetrated without
his knowledge-but because the expedition was entirely one of
his own undertaking. It was said that Colonel John Butler
was grieved at the conduct of his son nt this place

; remarkii.cr
on one occasion, in regard to the murder of Mr Wells and
family.-^'-

1 woold have gone miles on my hands and knees
"to save that family, and why my son did not do it, God
"only knows." It has also been asserted that the Colonel ac-
cused Brant of having incited the Indians secretly to commit
the excesses m question, in order to bring odium upon his son,
under whose command, as the reader has already been inform-
ed, he had been placed, .strongly in opposition to liis own wishes
But the Mohawk repelled the charge, and appealed to his for-
mer conduct, particularly in the case of Sprini,rfield, as a vindi-
cation of his character from the imputation of wanton cruelty
On the other liand, it has been laid to the cliarge of Butler
that when, on the night preceding the massacre, some of his
rangers desired secretly to apprise their friends in the villaoe
of the storm which was to burst upon them m the mornincr he
peremptorily denied the request-apprehending that if a"few
were ever so cautiously admonished of the approachino- dan- ei;

the tidings would be bruited and the whole village escape.*"
These things may, or they may not, be true.

"

But in either
case the loyalist Butlers, ftxther and son, should be justly dealt
by, although they have not been as yet. At least the world
has never lieard what they might possibly have said in their
ou'n deience-nay, what they did say-in regard to the allaiis
of Wyoming and Cherry Valley

; and candor requires the ad-
mission, diat the narratives of those events which have descend-
ed to us, were written too soon after their occurrence to war-

* Campbill's Aiiuals.
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rant a bclinf in the entire itnpnrtiality of the writers. But as

triitli constitutes the great excellence of history, and as a just

opinion can rarely be formed upon testimony altogether e.v-

jxirtc after fifty-eight years of silence, it may be allowed to the

IJtitlers, though dead, to speak a word for themselves. The

elder Butler lived at Niagara many years after the close of the

contest; and, though employed in the British Indian Department,

his conduct was such, both in public and private life, as to com-

mand the respect of those who knew him.

The letter of Captain Butler to General Schuyler, written the

day after the affair at Cherry Valley, was delivereu by the gen-

tleman who, of all others, felt the greatest interest in facilitating

the arrangement proposed—Colonel Campbell himself It was

not answered by General Schuyler, for the reason that he was

not then in command of the district ; and for the still fartlier

reason that, from the circumstances of the case, it took a differ-

ent direction. On the 1st of January, however, the following

letter upon the subject was addressed to Captain Butler by

Briffadicr-General James Clinton :

—

General Clinton to Captain Butlkr.
" Albany, January 1st, 1779.

« Sir,

" A letter, dated the 12th of November last, signed by you,

and directed to General Schuyler, and which was delivered by

John Campbell, is come to hand. As its contents related to

persons who were citizens of the State, with which the military

do not interfere, the letter was not delivered to Brigadier-Gene-

ral Hand, who commanded in this department, but transmitted

to his Excellency Governor Clinton, that his pleasure might

be known on its contents. He has authorized me to make the

exchange you request. I am at a loss to know not only where

to direct to you, but also in what part of the coimtry the un-

happy prisoners taken from this State have been carried. I

therefore send the bearers, A. B. and C. D. with a flag, to carry

tliis letter to any place where they may learn you are, or any

other odicer who can accomplish the exchange in your ab-

sence. Should the prisoners be in any of the Indian villages,

ami in a condition to be moved, you will please to send tliem

to the nearest of our settlements ; or, if you do not choose to

do Miat, I will send proper persons to meet and receive them at
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any placo yon may appoint. I am not informed if Mrs. nntlcr,
lier lamily, and such others as will be ^iven in exchaniro for
those yon luiva in captivity, and those you Iiave suffored^'to re-
turn as mentioned in your letter, would choose to move at this
incleuKint season. If they do, they shall be sent. If not, they
may remain until Sprincr

; and then thev may eitiier ^Q to
Oswecro or Canada, at their option. Should the prisoners
taken ut Cherry Valley, or any others hclonq-ing to the State of
New-York, he at Niag-ara, it will be impossible^ for them to re-
turn mitil Sprinjr; and then I request that tliey may l)e sent to
Oswego or Fort Schuyler, and that you will send notice of
your determination, that provision may be made accordingly.
Do not flatter yourself, sir, that your father's fhmily have been
detained on account of any consequence they were supposed to
be of, or that it is determined they should be exchanged in con-
sideration of the threat contained in your letter. I should
hope, for the sake of human nature and the honor of civilized
nations, that the British officers had exerted themselves in
restraining the liarharity of the savages. But it is difficult
even for the most disinterested mind to believe it, as numerous
instances of barbarity have been perpetrated where savages
were not present—or, if tliey were, the British force was not
sufficient to restrain them, liad there been a real desire so to do.
The enormous murders committed at Wyoming and Cherry
Valley would clearly have justified a retaliation ;'"and that your
mother did not fall a sacrifice to the resentment of tiie survivors
of those families wh j were so barbarously massacred, is owing
to the humane principles which the conduct of their enemies
evinces a belief that they are utterly strangers to. The flag
will carry their arms with them, that they may furnish them-
selves with provisions, should what they stc out with be ex-
pended before they reach any places where they can be supplied.
As Captain Butler maybe absent, I enclose a copy of this letter
to General Schuyler.

" I am, (fee,

"James Clinton.
" To Captain Walter Butler, or any officer in the British

service to wliom this may be handed."*

* This letlrrlias bnp.n cnpi.'d from »he original draft, among thr. papers of General
Clinfon,

* ^ ':t
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This letter reached its destination in due season, and called

forth the following reply from Captain Butler, written in bo

half of his Aither and himself:—

Captain Butler to General Clinton.

" Niagara, 18th Feb. 1779.
"Sir,

" I have received a letter dated the 1st January last, signed

by you, in answer to mine of the 12th November.

"Its contents I communicated to liieu tenant Colonel Bolton, the

commanding officer of this garrison, &c. by whom I am directed

to acquaint you, that he had no objection that an exchange

of prisoners, as mentioned in your letter, should take place ; but

not being fully empowered by his E.xcellency—General Ilaldi-

mand*—to order the same immediately to be put in execution,

has thought proper I should go down to the Commander-in
chief for his direction in the matter.

"In the mean time, Colonel Butkr, as he ever has done on

every other occasion, will make every effort in his power to

have all the prisoners, as well those belonging to your troops,

as the women and children, in captivity among the different In-

dian nations, collected and sent in to this post to be forwarded

to Crown Point, should the exchange take place by the way of

Canada, or to Oswego, if settled there. In either case Colonel

Bolton desires me to inform you that the prisoners shall receive

from him what assistance their wants may require, which pri-

soners have at all times received ai this post.

" The disagreeable situation of your people in the Indian vil-

lages, as well as ours amongst you, will induce me to make all

the expedition in my power to Canada, (Quebec,) in order that

the exchange may be settled as .soon as possible. For the good

of both, I make no doubt that his Excellency General Haldi-

mand will acquiesce in the proper exchange. The season o(

the year renders it impossible that it should take place before

the lOth or 1.5th May next. However, I shall write yon, by

the way of Crown Point, General Haldimand's determination,

and when and where the exchange will be most agreeable to

him to be made. I could wish Mrs. Butler and her family, in-

* General Sir Frederick Haldimand had previous to this time superseded Sir

Quy Carletoii in the command of the Canadas.
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jerscded Sir

eluding Mr... Schcohan and son, and Mrs. Wall, were pormi.ted

Mo'n'lr't""'
""rP'-esent business, sir, to enter into an alterca-Mon or to reflect ou the conduct of either the British or the

Continental forces, or on that of each other; but since youhave charged (on report, I must suppose) the British oflicers in
genera] wuh nihumanity, and Colonel Butler and myself in
particular

;
,n justice to them, and in vindication of his andmy own honor and character, I am under the disaareeablo ne-cessuy to declare the charge unjustand void of trutl^and winchan on y tend to deceive the world, though a fav;ri.e cry olthe Congress on every occasion, whether in truth or not.we deny any crueliies to have been commiUed a^ Wno-

m.r,ff, either by whites or Indians ; so far to the contrary, th^
not a man, woman, or child was hurt after the capitulation ora woman or c .id before it, and none taken into captivity
Though, should you call it in/nwianity the killing Ln inarms tn the field, we in that case plead guilty. The inhabit-
ants kdled at Cherry Valley does nit lay at my door^ y o"
science acquits. Ifany are guilty (as accessories) it's yoursLes •

a^ least the conduct of some of your officers. First, Colonel
Hartley, of your forces, sent to the Indians the enclosed, beino- a(=opy ot his letter charging them with crimes they nev^er com-
rnuted, and threatening them and their villages with fire andword and no quarters. The burning of one of their villages,
then inhabited only by a few families-yonr friends-who Cn.Zgmed they might remain in peace and friendship with you till
as.sured a few hours before the arrival of yonr troops that t'hey
should not even receive quarters, took to the woods

; and, to
complete the matter, Colonel Denniston and his people appear-
ing again in arms with Colonel Hartley, after a solemn capitu-
lation and engagement not to bear arms during the war, and
Oolonel Denniston not performing a promise to release a num-
ber of soldiers belonging to Colonel Butler's corps of rangers
then prisoners among you, were the reasons assigned by°the
Indians to me, after the destruction of Cherry Valley, for their
not actnig in the same manner as at Wyoming. They added
ttiut being charged by their enemies with what they iic'ver had
^onc, and threatened by them, they had determined'to convinca
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you it was not (oar which had prevented IhcMn from comniit-

tinaf the one, and that the;;' did not want spirit to pnt your

tlireats airainst tlioin in force a<![ainrt yourselves.

" "^Phe prisoners sent l)ack l)y nie, or any now in onr or the

Indians' hands, nnist dt^lare I did every tiiinjj in my power to

prevent the Indians lvillin<i^ tiie prisoners, or takinjy women and

children captive, or in any wise injurinijj tliein. ( 'olonel Stacey

and several other oflicers of yours, when exehatiired, will

ac(iuit me ; and must further declare, that they have received

every assistance, before and since their arrival at this post, that

could be <Tot to relieve their wants. I must, however, heg leave,

by the bye, to observe, that I experienced no Innnanity, or even

common justice, during my imprisonment amonir you.

" I enclose you a list of officers and privates whom I should

be (jlad were exchanged likewise. The list of the families we

expect for those as well sent back as others in our hands, you

have likewise enclosed.

" Colonel Stacey, and several officers and others, your peo-

ple, are at this post, and have leave to write.

« I am,
" Your very humble serv't.,

" Waltrh N. Rutlkr,
" Captain corps of Rangers.

'' Brigadier Gen. Clinton, )

of the Continental forces.'^ \

ft'"*'
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This is a straight-forward, manly letter
; and when the im-

partiid reader is weighing the testimony in regard to the trans-

actions of which it speaks, it certainly deserves consideration.

It is, moreover, believed to be the first time that the accused

have been permitted to relate their own side of the case.

There were, no doubt, bloody outrages committed— probably

upon both sides—because in such a contest, waged by border-

ers, many of wiiom, as has been soon, were previously burning

with indignrition against each other, it is hardly to be expected

lliat individual combatants would always contend hand to

hand with all the courtesy which characterised gallant kni2:hts

in t'le days of chivalry. In justice to Colonel .folm nutler,

moreover, it must be admitted that his conduct toward his pri-

soners at Niagara, and amontr the Indians in that cnimtrv, 'vas
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un. lormlyr characterised by humanity. One proof of this dis-})os.„on was af brdod in the case of Colonel Stacia, vv o e de-trnct.on had, for son.e reason or other, been determined ^.loy^^ony Jrant, the Indian wife of Sir Wilham Johnson • ud.o
.» !-r w.dowhood, had been taken from Johnstown to Nin. -

he ew prisoners fron. Cherry Valley were marched, bv the
te already n,d.cated, to the Seneca conntry. Mrs Cam !

bell was carried to the Seneca castle at Kana^laseogo wee
the doath of one of ,ts members. Her children, the infant inc .ded were separated from her, and distributed among difl^ -
cnt Indian fannhes. Being skilful with her needle, and render-ng herself usefn: to those with whom she liv^d. si 'w s
treated with indulgence. No restraints were imposed upon heand she was even gratified in her desire to pay a due regard to

her lid' ,V
'"' *"'"""" ''^y '^^'^ ^^-••-^- Among

odic, I tl e civilities, perceiving that she wore caps, an Indian
presented her one, which was cnt and spotted with blood Ona closer scrutiny, her feelings were shocked by the discovery,

* " '\'°";^ E™"' ' -'. for .omo causo, a dcn.Ily hostility to Cnl.mrl .Stncin Poornn,,,,,,.,. ,„,,„„ m«tho,| of drea,nin,, sIm infom.ed Colonel Bnllt ^t
.a< dr,.>in,«J that she had the Yankee's head, and that .he „d he 1 r
k.o in, it aho,.t the fort. Colonel Bntler cde^d a s,: , .i . :tZ:Znnd given ,o her. This, for a short tin.e, appeased her •

I,,., :|k. ,leled „
^

,

t:".e that she had th. Yankee's he:.d, w„h II hat on, a^l a le^^d L^/lZlwere k,ek,n, ,t ahon, the fort for a foothall. (V.,.,nel Bn-ier onlere. .
,' :;

urn to he ,,ven to her, and then told her .lecidedly that Colonel .Staeia shon l";.bo gwen up to the Indians. Apart (Voni this circun.stanee, I know ootlin
'

11a e to Molly Brant. On the contrary, she appears ,„ h,!. Z, ; S^f*;; ;...es She was careful of the education of her children, so.ne of" whon. wer

rem Sir WiH.am .Tohnson compose some of the most resnerl-.hle and in, ir !
amilies of UpperCanada at this day. The traditions of thrMol'ldrt"^^that the acqumntanco of Sir William with Molly had a rather wihl nnd r

'

sr"T?K ^'' ^'«^---»^"' «^-'«- verysprS;;;:!; t :xIndian g.rl of about sixteen when he first saw her ft was at „ r,.. i... ,~r. Where Molly was one ofa multitude 0^^,..!^S,-^^;:^:^::^
coming near her upon a prancing steed, by way of banter she asked permissh-n tomount behind im. Not supposing she could perform the exph',it, he .^^ZhtAt the word she leaped „p,m the crupper with the a,ili,v of a .azelle rie o" I
sprang offat full speed and, clinging to the officer, her blanket flv!:" "and ht li,'CS.SS reaming in the wind, she flew about the parade-ground swif as an arr^w

Z^ o K n fTr-'""'
-^P'^

'

"f" "- y-ng «q-w. and becoming en,,iiiourca o! her pur-soii, took her home as tiia wife.

.ir>i»'i
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from tho mark, tlifit it lind l)clon<jpd to the lovely compnniou

of lier yoiilli, tho hnploss Jano Wells !

After r(;tnniii)!X (rom iv successful expedition, a dance of

Than/,\s-rriiuii<f is perfornieil l»y tlic Iroquois, which partakes of

the character of a reliirious ceremony ;* and Mrs. rampl)ell had

the opportunity, soon after her arrival at Katiadeseajj^a, of wit-

iiossnitr the festival in honor of their recent victory, of which

she hersoir was one of the trophies. A yrand council was con-

voked lor this purpose, and preparations were made for die ohser-

vance of the festival, tipon n scale correspondins with the im-

portance of the achievements tlu^y were to celebrate. The ar-

ratiiiements having been completed, the warriors came forth to

the centre of (Ik? village, where the great fne had been kindled,

horribly disfigured by black and rod paint, and commenced

their savage rites by singing of their own exploits, and those

of their ancestors,—by degrees working themselves up into a

teujpest of passion ; whoof<ing, yelling, and uttering every hi-

deous cry : brandishing their knives and war-clubs, and throw-

ing themselves into the most menacing attitudes, in a manner

terrific to the unpractised beholder. There was no prisoner

put to the torture, or attired with the raven death cap on this

oocasion; t but the prisoners were paraded, and the scalps borne

in procession, as would have been the standards taken in civi-

lized warfare in the celebration of a triumpfi For every scalp,

and for every prisoner taken, the scalp-y 11, or, as it is some-

times called, the death-halloo, was raised in all its mingled

tones of triumph and terror.t The scalp-yell is the most ter-

rific note which an Indian can raise, and from the numbers

that had fallen during this expedition, it was often repeated.

The white dog for the sacrifice was then killed ; the offerings

collected were thrown into the fire; whereupon the dog was

laid upon the pile and thoroughly roasted. The flesh was

then eaten, and the wild festival closed.

From an account of the cereiiionies at one of the festivals, of

* Heckewelder.

t The Indians do not often put their prisoners to thn tortiirp, or even to death—

seldom, ir leas when they have sustained greiit io^sx », or when some of their war-

riors have been murdered. The torture ia then resorted to, to glut their vengeance.

—Herkewddtr.

\ Idem
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1778.] THE DOG SACUIKICE. 'm
which Mrs. Campbell was a spectator dnrir,^ h. r c.ptivlly sho
must have born present at the ^roat n..nual feast of tlwuik.s.riv-
uig and remission of sin, which is held hv the Senecas and
other tribes of the confederacy. This is' their irnalest na-
tional and rrost solemn sacrifice. It is invariably held at
tiie time of ihe old moon in Jannary, and is celebrated with
L^rent parade

;
tJie ceremonies beinjr conducted with the utmost

order, harmony, and decornni, nnder the direction of a lar^ro
committee appointed for that purpose.

"

The fes.;ivities continued nine days, on the first of which
two wi.ue doers, without spot or blemish, if such could be found,
were strangled and huticr np before the door of the council-
no;:se, at the heiirht of twenty feet. Not a drop of blood was
allowed to be shed in compassing their death, as the victims
would thereby be rendered unfit for the sacrifice. After the
animals were killed, and before their suspension, their faces
were painted red, as also the edges of their ears and other
parts of their bodies. They were- then iantastically decorated
with ribbons and feathers, rendvnng them as beautiful, in the
eye of an Indian, as possibj. Their fancy dress being com-
p'eted, the dogs were hung up, and the ceremonies of the frolic
commenced. In the couise of the first day every lodge in tiie
town was visited by tb- committee, each member being pro-
vided with a shovel, witli wliich he removed the ashets and
coals frou. every hearth, and scattered them to the winds. In
this mannt^r the lire of every lodge was extinguished, to be
re-kindled only by striking virgin sparks from the flint. Tho
diseiiarge of a gun at every lodge announced that the work of
purification, even of fire itself, had been performed; and with
th:s ceremony ended the labors of the first day.
The ceremonies of the second day were opened with a dance

by the committee, after which, dressed in tear-skins, the mem-
bers visited every lodge, with baskets to take up alms—rei^eiving
whatever was bestowed, but particularly tobacco, and other
articles used for incense in the sacrifice. Two or three days
were occupied in receiving these grateful donations; during
which time the people at the council-house were engaged m
dances and other recreations. On the fifth day masks were
added to the hear-sldn dresses of the masters of the festival,
some ludicrous and others friglitful, in which they raq abou'

I
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the village, smearing thevnselves with dirt, and bedatibing all

such as refused to add to the contents of their baskets of in-

cense. While thus engaged, the collectors were supposed to

receive into their own bodies all the sins of their tribe, liow-

ever numerous or heinous, committed within the preceding

year.

On the ninth day of the feast, by some magical process, the

sins of the nation thus collected were transfused from the

several members of the Committee into one of their number.

Tiie dogs were then taken down, and the whole weight of the

nation's iniquity, by another magical process, was transfused into

their lifeless carcasses. The bodies of the dogs were next laid

iijioii an aitar of wood, to which fire was applied, and the

whole consumed—the masters of the sacrifice throwing the

tobacco and other odoriferous articles into the flames, the in-

cense ascending from which was supposed to be acceptable to

the Great Spirit. The sacrifice ended, the people all partook

of a bountiful feast, the chief article of which was succatash.

Then followed the war and peace dances, and the smoking of

the calumet. Thus refreshed, and relieved from the burden of

sin—at peace with the Great Spirit, and with each other— the

warriors with their families returned, each to his own house,

prepared to enter upon the business and the duties of another

year ; the chiefs, during the festival, having carefully reviewed

the past, and adjusted their policy for the future.*

Captain Butler having returned from his visit to General

Holdunand, with permission for the proposed exchange of pri-

soners, the Colonel, his father, proceeded to the Seneca castle

The rtr;'mi sconces of Mrs. Campbell scarcely allowed her to give the particulars

of this grea! lettnal in extensn, although she seiins, from the Annals of her grandson,

to have rei«m»-rf a remembrance of the leading points of the ceremonies. The au-

thor ha^ supplied the deficiencies of her account from thelifeof Mrs. Jemison. The

sacritiee .if dogs is, we believe, universal among the North American Indians. How

lo)<>' thepracUce has prevailed cannot well be known. Cotton Mather affirms,

«'tirat the Indians, in their wars with us, finding a sore inconvenience by our dogs,

sacrificed a dog to the devil; after which no English dog would bark at an Mian

for divers months ensuing." Magnalia, iii. 192. What interpreter the devil h.id nn

these occasions, does not appear. That he did not understand the Indian tonsue, m

manifest from the same writer :—" Once finding that the Damons, in a posaessd

young woman, understood the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew tongues, my curiosity in-

duced me to make trial of this Indian language, and the Dattwis did seem as if they

did not understand it."—A>wKi».
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to negotiate for the release of Mrs. Campbdl. Tlie family by
whom she hud been adopted were very rchictant to part with
her

;
but, after the holding- of a council, the strong appeals ol

Colonel Butler, who was anxious for the release of his own
wife and family, prevailed. Mrs. Campbell, however, had been
pledged to a Genesee family, whither shj was shortly to be re-
<nnved

;
and as her liberation could not becompieted without the

consent of that family, Guyangtaahta, the aged king of the
Senecas, who had become her zealous friend, made the joiirnet
to the Genesee on her behalf He was successful, and Mrs
Campbell was removed to Niagara. The aged king, being too
old to go out npon the war-path, had borne no part in the
pending hostilities. He seemed little disposed to evil, and on
parting with the fair captive bade her an affectionate farewelm the words following :-•< You are about to return to your

^

home and friends," said the venerable sachem. « I rejoice
" You live a great way off, and many joiirnies from here. I am
"an old man, and do not know thnt I shall live to the end of
"the war. If I do, I will come and see you.'" Mrs. Camp,
bell reached Niagara in June, 1779. While residing there
among others she had an opportunity of seeing the cetebracd
Catharine Montour, whose name occurs in the preceding p» res
in connexion with the battle of Wyoming. One of her two
sons, who had signalized themselves at Wyomin-, was ciso in
the affair at Cherry Valley

; and it was he who made tirisoner
of Mr. Cannon, the father of Mrs. Campbell, after h^ iad been
wounded by a musket ball. Being a Whig of coasideratiou
and also a member of the Committee of Safety, it was deter
mined to retain Mr. Cannon in captivity, for the purpose of ex-
changing him for some one of their own men of liice conse-
qiience. But his age and his wound rendered him an incon
venient prisoner, and Kate Montour was in a rage with he
son for not having killed him outright. Yet, notwithstanding
this exhibition of a savage temper, she was treated with
marked consideration by the British officers.

It was not until June of the following year that Mrs. Camp-
l.ell was sent from Niagara to Montreal, on her way home
Wlule residing at the former post, the Indians havinjr been

I H
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driven into the fort, she was enabled to recover threft of her

cliildren. On her arrival at ]\lontreal, she met with Mrs. But-

ler and her family, who had hivn previonsly released. Here,

also, and in charge of that lady. Mrs. Campbell found her

fourth ciiild, a little son who had been torn from her in the

Cherry Valley massacre. He was dressed in the green uniform

of Butler's rangers; but had forgotten the Knglish language-

speaking nothing but Indian. From Montreal Mrs. Campbell

was sent to Albany by the way of liake Champlain,* where she

was shortly afterward joined by her husband, who had been

stationed at Fort Schuyler most of the time during her captivity

The destruction of Cherry Valley closed the warlike openi-

lions of both nations, in the North, for that year. A formida-

ble campaign had indeed been projected early in the season, as

has been already stated, not only against the hostiles of the Six

Nations, but likewise agamst the nations more remote, for

whoui Detroit was the common centre. But the larger half of

this enterprise had been abandoned after the irruption into

Wyoming, and the next project contemplated the invasion of

the Seneca country by way of the Tioga and Chemung rivers.

In October this branch of the project was likewise deferred, at

he suggestion of Generals Gates and Schuyler.

* On her wny from Montreal, a variety of circumstances and incidents intervened

to liiirass Mrs. Campbell and the prisoners returning in her company, and to retard

thfc'ir progress. She had been detained four months at Montreal, and these addi-

tional delays were exceodin^ily vexatious. Before their departure from Crown

Point, a rumor had reached the American shores of the lake, from Ticonderoga to

Skonesborouuh, that another expedition was about to bo undertaken from Canada

against New-York, and the inhabitants had become not a little alarmed at the

prospect. It happened that the men in the batteaux containing the prisoners, we-o

clad in blanket coats, and some of the women wore red cloaks. A scout had di«o-

vered them on tlie lake, and taking them for a party of Indians and Tories, gave llio

alarm, and before their arrival, more than a thousand men had collected, under Col.

Ethan Allen. While stopping at a small fortress, eight miles from Castloton, it was

announced that a flag was approaching. It was supposed to bo sent to demand tiie

surrender of the fortress. Col. Herrick, of the militia, struck his sword upon the

ground with such force that he broke it in pieces, saying it should not be surrewlered.

Col. Allen told the prisoners that they should not again fnll into the hnnd« of the

enemv, and immediately mounting them upon horseback, sent them off toward

Albany, with an escort of a hundred men. This f?ag was sent for tlic following

reason :—It had been rumored that the inhabitants in that section had said lliat if

tliey were not protected from the incursions of the Indiana and Tories, tlii-y would

seek protection elsewhere. It is p.-rhaps necdlees to add that this flag was sent to

offer them the protection of Great Britain—a proposition which was of course re

fused.— ConipfteJT* Annals.

I
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Menr.time, notwithstanding that those enterprises had sprees
sively fallen to the ground for want of "the sinews of v

"
Congress had been projecting another stupendous carnpai.,;
comprehendnig a snmiltaneous attack upon the whole no themange of Bru.sh possessions, from Cape Breton and Newfoundndto Detroit. The Freneh fleet was toco-operate by t-ackmg the .slands and territories at the estuarv of the SLawrence; while the Americans were fo send an army to Z
Montrpllh'^'T

^'"^"''^ " ^'"''^ '' °^^^^^"' ^"^ ^^ ^-^"-th against
VJontreal by the way of St. F.^ncis. It is needless to add, thata .hough Congre.. u A .^ranged all the details, the mome
the plan was lau ..e the Commander-in-chief; who had notprevously been ......ulted in the premises, it was necessarily
la.d aside In the first place, the nation had no: the m^ans
and m the second. Congress, in arranging matters for this
splendid undertaking, had forgotten that they were to leave SitHenry Chnton, and all the British forces in New-York, and a
he South^ computed at the least at seventeen thousand men, be-
hind

! Thus closed the Northern campaigns of 1778. The
British, Tories and Indians went into winter-quarters, and the
frontier inhabitants disposed of themselves as best they could
Much has been said in the traditions of Trvon County, and

somewhat, also, in the courts of law, in cases' involvino- titles
to real estate formerly in the family of Sir WiUiam" Joini-
son, respecting the burial of an iron chest, by his son Sir John
previous to his flight to Canada, containing the most valuable ot
his own and his father's papers. Late in the Autumn of the pre-
sent year, General Haldimand, at the request of Sir John, sent
a party oi between forty and fifty men privately to Johnstown
to dig up and carry the chest awav. The expedition was suc-
cessful

;
but the chest not being sufficiently tight to prevent

the influence of dampness from the earth, the papers had be-
come mouldy, rotten, and illeaible, when taken up. The in-
formation respecting this expedition was derived, in theSprin<r
lollowing, from a man named Helmer, wlio composed one of the
party and assisted in disinterring the chest. Helmer had fled to
Canada with Sir John. While retiring from Jolmstown with
the cnest,he injured his ankle; and by reason of his lameness,
went back to his father's house, where he remained conr.oaled
uutii Spring, when he was arrested. He was tried as a spy
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by a court-martial, at Johnstown, April 15, 1779, and scntciiccc!

to death— chiefly on his own admissions to the court. A con-

siderable number of rather summary executions, by the Whigs

of Tryon County, took place in the course of the contest.*

The le. iing military events occurring in other parts of the

country, during the year 1778, have already been incidentally

adverted to, with the exception of those that transpired at the

South. In the month of June, the Earl of Carlisle, Governor

Johnstone, and William Eden, Esq. who, in conjunction with

General and Lord Howe, had been appointed Commissioners

to make another attempt to treat with the Colonies, arrived,

and sent their instructions, to Congress. A letter from the

Presidentwas despatched in reply, rebuking the Commissioners

for the language indu-Jged by them in regard to the King of

France, our ally, and again peremptorily refusing to entertain

a negotiation, except upon the basis of independent States. On

the 6th of August, M. Gerard was publicly received as Minister

Plenipotentiary of the King of France—to the great joy of the

American people; and on the 14th of September, Dr. Benja-

min Franklin was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the

Court of Versailles.

In the course of the Summer, two incursions of British regu-

lars and American refugees had been made from Florida into

Georgia, Both expeditions met with such disheartening ob-

stacles, as to induce their retreat without accomplishing more

than the destruction of the church, dwelling-houses, and rice-

fields of Midway. In return for these visitations, General

Robert Howe led an expedition of about two thousand men,

mostly militia, into Florida. He captured the British posts on

the St. Mary's river, and was proceeding successfully, when his

march was arrested by sickness, so fatal to his army as to

compel a relinquishment of the enterprise. Toward the close

* This information, in regard to tlie recovery of the iron cheat, is derived from thft

minutes of the court-inatlial, among tiie papers of Gen. Clinton. The MS. narra-

tive of Jacob Satnmons, in the author's possession, states that the chest was dug irp

during a night in May, 1778, by Lieut. Crawford, at the head of forty men sent

from Canada for that purpu?;. SRmmons then held a lease of the .Tohnson farm

from the committee of sequestrations. The chest had been buried beneath one of

the garden walks. Samriions discovered it in the morning, with the fragments of

papers scattered around it. But as he wrote his narrative long afterward, tho proba/i

bility is that the date given on the trial of Hulmer is the true one.
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of the year, the Britisli Commander-in-chief determined to
strike a signal blow a.irainst the Soutli. For this purpose an
expedition of two thousand men, under the command of Colo-
nel Campbell, an officer of courage and ability, embarked at
New-lork on the 27tl, of November, destined against Savan-
nah. After a passage of three weeks, Colonel Campbell landed
near the mouth of Savannah river. General Howe, to whom
the defence of Georgia had been confided, had but six hundred
Jugular troops and a few hundred militiato oppose the invaders.
This officer had taken a position between the landino- and the
town, where a battle was fought on the 29.h of December
He was out-number d, out-generalled, and beaten, with a loss
of one Imndred killed. The town and fort of Savannah, thirty-
eight officers, four hundred and fifteen privates, twenty-three
mortars, together with the shipping in the river, and a lar^^e
quantity of ammunition and provisions, fell into the hands of
the conquerors. It was an easy victory xo the enemy, whose
loss was but seven killed and nineteen wounded.
From these glimpses of the events of the year 1778, occuri .no-

elsewhere than in the Indian country,, it seems, after the battle
ol Monmouth, to have been a season of comparative inactivity
on both sides. Still, having repossessed themselves of the strono-
pass of the Highlands immediately after the return of Sir Henry
Clinton and Commodore Hotham to New-York, toward the close
of the preceding year, no lack of industry was exhibited on the
part of the Americans in strengthening and niultiplyin<r its de-
fences, irom which neither force nor treachery ever a^am dis-
lodged them. The prosecution of those works had been origi-
nally entrusted to General Putnam

; but the advanced age of
that patriotic officer had rendered him less active than formerly
and he had become unpopular in New-York—mainly from ati
iinpressioii that a more energetic commander, stat.oned. as he
^;as with an army at Fishkill, and apprised of the approach of
bir Henry Clinton, would have saved Forts Clinton and Mont-
gomery. By directions from the Commander-in-chief, therefore,
the Connecticut veteran had been transferred back to his own
otate, upon a different service.

I )
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CHAPTER XVIII.

"ft-

LK^ian siege of Fort Lniirens—Successful strntngoms—Flight of the pnck-horscs-

The fort abandoned—Projected enterprise from Delroif—Gov. Hamilton cnpturcd

at St. Vincent by Col. Cliirko—Projects of Brnnt—Uneasiness in the Went of

New-York—Delil>orntiona of the Oneidas and Onondagns—Brant's projects do-

foated—Treachery of the Onondagas- Colonel Van Sehaick marches to lay wa.ste

their towns—Instructions of General Clinton—Passage of \Vo<k1 Creek and

Oneida Lake—Advance ^l,^on the Indian towns—Thiir destrnction—Return of

the expedition to Fort Schii)!er—Mission of the Oneidas to Fort Schuyler in he-

half of the Onondagas—Speech of Good Peter—Reply of Colonel Van Sehaick—

Irruption ofTories and Indians into the lower Mohawk country—Stone Ara!)ia—

Defence of his house hv Captain Richer—The Indians in Schoharie—General

Clinton traverses the Mohawk valley— M'Clellan's expedition to Oswegatchie—

Unsuccessful— Irruption of the Onondagas into Cobleskill—Defeat of the Amil'-

ricans—The settlement dpstroyed—Murders in the neighborhood of Fort Pitt-

Irruptions of Tories into Warwarsing—Invasion of Minisink—Rattle near the

Delaware—Massacre of the Orange County militia—Battle with the Shawaneae.

The erection of an advanced post, called Fort Lanrens, on

the Tuscarawa, by General M'Intosh, who was directed to ad-

vance upon the Indian 'owns of Sandusky, has been mentioned

in a preceding chapter. Colonel Gibson, who had been left in

command of the fort, with a garrison of one hundred and fifty

men, soon found his position rather uncomfortable, by reason

of the swarms of Indians hovering about the precincts, who soon

became so numerous as completely to invest the little fortress.

The first hostile demonstration of the forest warriors was exe-

cuted with equal cunning and success. The horses of the

garrison were allowed to forage for themselves upon the herhage,

among the dried prairie-grass immediately in the vicinity of

the fort—wearing bells, that they might be the more easily

found if straying too far. It happened one morning in January,

that the horses had all disappeared, but the bells were heard,

seemingly at no great distance. They had, in truth, been stolen

by the Indians, and conveyed away. The bells, however,

were taken off. and used for another purpose. Availing them-

selves of the tall prairie-grq^s, the Indians formed an ambus-

cade, at the farthest extremity of which they caused the bells to

ingle as a decoy. The artifice was successful. A party of

sixteen men was sent in pursuit of the straggling steeds, who

fell into the snare. Fourteen were killed upon the spot, and
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ho remHining: two taken prisoners, one of whom rotnrned at
the close of the war, and of the other nothincr was ever heard '

loward evening of the same day, the whole force of the In-
d.ans, pamted, and in the full costume of war, presented thom-
selvos m full view of the garrison, by marching in single fileshough at a respectful distance, across the prairie. Their num'
bor, according to a count from one of the bastions, was ei^ht
undred and forty-seven-altogether too ^reat to be encountrrodm the field by so small a garrison. After this display of their

strength, the Indians took a position upon an ele^4ted piece ofgrotmd at no great distance from the fort, though on the on-
postte stde of the river. In this situation they re^^ained seve-
ral weeks, m a state rather of armed neutrality than of active
hostthty Some of them would frequently approach the fort
suffic.endy near to hold conversations uith those unon the
walls They uniformly professed a desire for peace, but pro-
ested agamst the encroachn.ents of the white people upon their
lands-more especially was the erection of a fort so far within
Ihe territory claimed by them as exclusively their own, a cause
of complamt-nay, of admitted exasperation. There was with
the Americans in the fort, an aged friendly Indian namedJohn Thompson, who seemed to be in equal favor with both
parties, visiting the Indian encampment at pleasure, and comino-
and going as he chose. They informed Thompson that the'v
deplored the continuance of hostilities, and Anally sent wordby h.m to Colonel Gibson, that they were desirous of peace, and
If he would present them with a barrel of flour, they would
send in their proposals the next day. The flour was-sent but
the Indians, instead of fulfilling their part of the stipula'tion
withdrew, and entirely disappeared. They had, indeed, con-
tinued the siege as long as they could obtain subsistence, and
raised it only because of the lack of supplies. Still, as the be
leagucrment was begun in stratagem, so was it ended. Colo-

lativM^l^Tr^'""
^'^^"'^^''
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'i'"« «'«'k is the authority for all tho fact, rv

« ^on Laurens, .tates that Captain, afterward General Brings, of Virginia..ng the otficer of .he day, was exceedingly desirous of heading (ht iarty n" o

t -a w],en ho had occns.on to send out a captain's command, he should be thankfu
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nel Gibson's provisions were also running short, nnd as he

supposod the Indians had entirely gone off, he directed Colonel

Clark, of the Pennsylvania line, with a detachment of fifteen

men, to escort the invalids of the garrison, amounting to ten or

a dozen men, back to Fort M'Intosh. But the Indians had left

a strong party of observation lurking in the neigliborhood of

the fort ;. and the escort had proceeded only two miles before it

was fallen upon, and the whole number killed with the excep-

tion of four—one of whom, a captain, escaped back to the fort.

The bodies of the slain were interred by the garrison, on the

same day, with the honors of war. A party was likewise sent

out to collect the remains of the fourteen who had first fallen

by the ambuscade, and bury them ; which service was per-

formed. It was found, however, that the wolves had mostly

devoured their flesh, and oy setting traps upon the new-made

grave, some of those ravenous beasts were caught and shot on

the following morning.

The situation of the garrison was now becoming deplorable.

For two weeks the men had been reduced to half a pound of

sour flour, and a like quantity of offensive meat, per diem ; and

for a week longer they were compelled to subsist only upon raw

hides, and such roots as they could find in the circumjacent

woods and prairies, when General M'Intosh most opportunely

arrived to their relief, with supplies, and a reinforcement of

seven hundred n^jen. But still they came near being imme-

diately reduced to short allowance again, by an untoward ac

cident causing the loss of a great portion of their fresh supplies.

These supplies were transported through the wilderness upon

pack-horses. The garrison, overjoyed at the arrival of succors,

on their approach to within about a hundred yards of the fort

manned the parapets and fired a salute of musketry. But the

horses must have been young in the service. Affrighted at

the detonation of the guns, they began to rear and plunge, and

broke from their guides. The example was contagious, and in

a moment more, the whole cavalcade of pack-horses were

bounding into the woods at full gallop, dashing their burdens

to the ground, and scattering them over many a rood in all di-

rections—the greater portion of which could never be recover-

ed. But there was yet enough of provisions saved to cause the

nungling of evil witli the.good. Very incautiously, the ofliccrs
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dealt out two days' rations per man, the wliolo of which was
devoured by tlie famishing soldiers, to the imminent hazard of
the lives of all, and resuUing in the severe sickness of many.
Leaving the fort again, General M'Intosh assigned the command
to Major Vernon, who remained upon the station several
months. He, in turn, was left to endure the horrors of famine,
until longer to endure was death; whereupon the fort was
evacuated and the position abandoned— its occupation and
maintenance, at the cost of great fatigue and sufforinir, and tho
expense of many lives, having been of not the least service to the
country.

Originally it had been the purpose of General M'Intosh to

penetrate through the wilderness to Lake Erie, and thence
make a descent upon Detroit ; and by a letter from the Com-
mander-in-chief to a Committee of Congress appointed to con-
fer with him upon military subjects, it seems to have been his

opinion tliat M'Intosh had made the best dispositions for the

enterprise which the circumstances of the case allowed. But
he was disappointed in his expectations of men, provisions, and
stores. This seems to have been one of those undertakings by
order of Congress, without consultation with the Commander-
in-chief, which had previously annoyed him not a little. Still,

it received his approbation, the more readily because its desit^n

was in coincidence with his own views on the subject of Indian
warfare—his uniform opinion being, that the cheapest and most
effectual method of opposing them, was to carry the war into

their own country. By their incursions into the frontier set-

tlements, so long as the Americans were content to act on the

defensive, the Indians had little to lose and every thing to gain
;

whereas the direct reverse would be the consequence of an
offensive war against them.*

But, notwithstanding the untoward result of General M'ln-
tosh's expedition, the Indian branch of the service opened aus-

piciously the present year elsewhere, and first in a region yet

deeper in the west than Fort Laurens. Colonel Hamilton, the

Bruisli Lieutenant-Governor of Detroit—a rough, bad-tempered,

and cruel officer, who had signalised himself by the exertion of

a malignant influence over the Indians—and had provoked

• Letter of \Va«ihington to the Committee of Congress, Jan. 12, 1779,,
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thom to take up the Imtchet nj^ainst tfio Americans by every

possible means—instigatinjjf them to deeds of blood by large

rewards—had projocted a powerful Indian expedition against

the Virginia froiitij-r, to be executed early in the Spring.*

With this design, at the close of the preceding Autiunn, Hamil-

ton left Detroit, and took post at Sf Vin ;ont8, on the Wabash,

in order to act earlier and more efficiently immediately after

the breaking up of Winter. But his purpose was most happily

defeated by a blow from a direction which ho did not anticipate.

Colonel Clarke, who was yet with a small force in command of

Kaskaskiiis, having learned, in February, that Hamilton had

weakened himself by despatching many of his Indians in dif-

ferent directions to annoy the frontiers of the States, formed the

bold resolution of attacking him in his quarters. Ader a diffi-

cult movement by land and water, at the head of one hundred

and thirty men, Clarke suddenly arrived before St. Vincents.

The town at once submitted ; and on the tbllowing day. Colo-

nel Hamilton and the garrison surrendered themselves prison-

ers of war. It was the good fortune of Colonel Clarke also to

intercept and capture a valuable convoy of provisions and

stores, coming to St. Vincents from Detroit. Hamilton was

transferred to Virginia, where (he Council of the Commonwealth
instituted an inquiry into the inhuman conduct imputed to him,

and his confinement in irons, on a diet of broad and water,

was recommended.t The plans of the enemy were not a little

disconcerted by this small, though brilliant affair ; and peace

with several of the Indian tribes in that direction was the im-

mediate consequence.

In the mean time, and before this disaster befel the Detroit

expedition, some bold winter emprise was projected by Joseph

Brant, which—in consequence, probably, of the capture of

Hamilton—miscarried, or rather was not attempted to be put

in execution. It does not appear what the measure was upon
which Brant was meditating ; but on the 1st of January, Colo-

lonel Van Dyck, then in command of Port Schuyler, wrote to

Shotild any one doubt the propriety of speaking tinis lianilily in history of this

Colonel Hamilton, let him read the " Narrative of the eapliiro and treatment of

John Dodge, by the British at Detroit," published in Alinuii'i llcmornbrttiicer, vol.

VI. pp. 73—81.

+ Ramsay.
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t on that the enemy seemed determin.^d to strike some capitalbio V dunn. the wuuer." In addition to an apphcation from^.e Uu.quo.a Indians to join them in the expedition. Colon,"Van Dyck stated that "one of the principal One.da war i

folor;, .•' T'''
'^"" '^^"^ ^"^^'^'' ^^-"'' '"-^-^^ -to jon theS.x Nations with his adherents, that he mi^htavo,d the danger to which his tribe was exposed.-

^
to stnke a blow upon the Oneidas themselves, unless ti.ev couldbe seduced from the. neutrality-amounting, as di'a Z
to an alhance with the United States.! Burtlus faith I, Swere neuher to be coaxed nor driven from the stand th y h dmamtau,ed smce the beginning of the controversy, o' the

^

Ibth and irth of January, the Oneidas and Tuscaroras held^
counc.1, to deliberate upon the invitations of the Qu 'tas

Colone Van Dyck on the following day. They informed that
efficient officer, that after giving permission to any of thei
^ibe. who desn-ed to join the enemy, to withdraw, there was anammous resolution of the council « to stand by each other in

mirb; r
"/"" '''"' lih-ty. against any enemy thatmight be disposed to attack them ;" and to the late .nessageot

the Quiquogas, they unanimously agreed to return the folh>w-
ing answer, viz

: « Tiiat as they had ever behaved themselves
in a quiet, and peaceable n.umer toward the confederacy, thev
could not conceive that thdr conduct could he considered
reprehensible by them. They likewise put them in mind of

^•the.r long and unwearied efforts to prevent the Six Nations
involving themselves in the calamities of war, and that they
h-d exerted themselves so far as by their influence to relieve,

Papers of General Jau es Clinton.

Bio'n omll'"', "r
^P"}

J"^'
^""Sress passed a resolution granting the commis-

tr "
• ^"i'^ir""^- "'" 'hen principal Oneida chi..i;Lours Atayatarouohta

.ftl aTc'rr
\^'^"'--'-'-«'- L°-.or "Colonel Louis" as he%a

Indrr ., '
""'

"f ll^P-^^-'"'-*^ °<-"-ree races, hoin, part Indian, part ne.ro,

courwt '""-T.^
'""^ ""^ ^°"'""^^'""-^ ^^^^ --«! tothose inl„s i.r,h^e

three of i, T T ? ^'"T
""'"'" '"""' ''''''' ^- ^o-ne were kiiled. and

; rJ '

: ^,°tr R vT'^'
"' "" '""""' ""'^ '^^'^'"'^'^ tl,eirc«.nm,.sio„'s f«,-le uaniu rantv m tnc British =civice. 2^'

#
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' from close confinoiiiont, some of their people whom the for-

" tune of war hud put into the hands of their enemies. But

" that tlicy now utterly despaired of over heiui,' ahle to effuct a

" recoiiciiiatiou hctmuMi the Confederacy and the United States

;

" and that the only hope they had of them was, that some of

" them would, in time, abandon the cause thus imprudently es-

" poused ;
that they would never violate their alliance with the

" Ameriv,.,'( States ;
and thou;rrh they would not he th< iL'grcssors,

"or wantoi.ly provoke any tribe to war, yi't that they should

" heuceibrth Le on their jLtuard ujjainst any enemy whatever."

Seven of the principei Onondaga chiefs, who had hitherto

been considered as ne\iu-als, being at the time in Oneida, on

their way to Fort Schiylcr, it was determined to call them in

to the coimcil, and aci,ruii'.it them witl: c;;'..* above resolution. It

was accordinglv dci:-.' by the trap.si'uss»on of a large black belt

of wampum.
" The Onondagas lopiisd, " That :hey were very

" glad to hear the resolution which their children, the On'^idas

"and Tuscarorus, had made. They observed, that as the

" Oneidas, who were the head of the confederacy, liad com-

"mitted the council-fire and tree of peace to their care, with a

" charj^e to guard them against the approach of any tliir.g which

" mio-ht injure either, or tend to interrupt the harmon;, of the

"confederacy, they had therefore invariably pursued the path

" of peace ;
and though they had been desired by the opposite

'' party of their tribe to extinguish the council-fire, yet they

" hud refused, nor could they consistently do it while the

" Uneidus retained any hopes of accommodating matters in the

" Six Nations. But as the heads of the confederacy had de-

" clared themselves so fully upon that subject, they had now let

<• o-o their hold of peace, extinguished the council-fire, and

"sunk the tree into the earth; and were determined to join

" their children, the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, to oppose any. in-

"vader."

The Onondagas farther engaged, upon their return home, to

effect a final separation in their tribe, and insist that every one

should declare for one side or the other. The conduct of most

of the Onondagas had been from the first equivocal—often

openly hostile, liut those present at this coui;cil manifested a

better feeling, and joined in the request of the Oneidas lor

troops to aid in their protection. The Oneidas, on this occa-
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Sinn, pinccd eroat confidonoc in the professions of their Ononaaga^hrethren. and .ere in hi,h spints at the :^U "^iZ

There was other evidence, not only of the intention of Thav-enda„e,ea to make a powerful In a,.,.; descent upon tJMohawk durn,g this winter, but of u.e su..,.sed fiddity o thet

bru.ry, General Chnton, having :hu,n^h virions channels andby several expresses, received infor •.;... nt \\u , .

design. n,arched to Schenectady wun'o:!;": sth'Tl'

sr^;;:^7^
the latte. a/.r up ^^Mi::^^!^!::

nawaga, there to await the event. On the 2(ifh n' -
i

^Ptain Copp. of Fort Van Dyck,t ^TJc^::^:Z^
then m charge of Fort Schuyler, announcing th J; ; ,^One-da

,rjessengers,ofdistinguished(Indian)Ta,nui;
had i!

7:::r/r f^'"^^^"-
-^"- ^^ey^d obtluned .^i^^^dence of Brant's purpose. The Mohawk chief h ul eceivedexpresses, announcing that the Shawanese and Del '. eTw'eto trike a simultaneous blow upon the frontier of V g nTa Iand Brant h.mself was to lead the main expedition dir f16 heMohawk, while another diversion was to be created by send n^a smaller force round by the Unadillu, to fall upon t^set f

rnentsofSchoharie. In regard to thef4lity of th O "

It was stated by the Oneida chiefs that fourteen of that naUo

a

had been despatched to xNiagara, by tho chiefs of th r be toPjusuade the. brethren, who had taken up the hatchet ^^th 'theMohawks, to return. But these fourteen messen<.ers h.^ notbeen permuted to come back -l-mselves, and the'^On 1"
were apprehensive that they and all their people at N3had been made prisoners. The uneasiness in TryonCountvwas greatly mcreased under these circumstances. Major JeH IFonda wrote to General Clinton, statmg that there were vethree hundred Tory families in the northern part of ,hat ettlement, affordmg a.d and comfort to the hostile refugees whokept up.a contnuial intercourse wUh them, across thr'ou./h hewoods or by l.ake Champlain, to Canada. For greater seZ
"ty, therefore, he urged permission to build a sLng bSk:

t The project of Coiond Ilaimilon, frustrated by his capture.

i 4-..
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house, and station fifty rangers within it, on the Sacondaga

river, directly uortli of Johnstown.

Captain Brant, however, either abandoned or deferred the

threatened invasion, probably for the reason already indicated

—the capture of Colonel Hamilton. The winter consequently

passed away without any serious disturbance in that region.

But, notwithstanding all the fair professions of the Onondagas,

their treachery had become alike so manifest and so injurious,

as to render it expedient, immediately on the opening of the

Sprmg, to mo.ke them a signal example to the rest of their red

brethren. Accordingly, early in April an expedition was de-

tailed upon this service by General Clinton, with the approba-

tion of the Commander-in-chief, consisting of detachments from

the regiments of Colonels Van Schaick and Gansevoort, to the

number of five hundred men, under the conduct of the former.

The troops were moved as expeditiously as possible to Fort

Schuyler,and thirty batteauxweresimultaneouslyorderedthither

to transport them down Wood Creek, and through the Oneida

Lake to Three Rivers. Colonel Van Schaick's instructions

were very full and explicit upon every point. The design was

to proceed as rapidly and cautiously as possible, in order to take

the Indians by surprise ; for which purpose, on the morning of

the departure of the expedition, it was to be announced that its

destination was against Oswe-o. Colonel Van Schaick was di-

rected to burn and utterly destroy the village and ca.'^lle of the

Onondagas, together witi all their cattle and effects
;
but he

was strictly enjoined to make as many prisoners as possible,

and put none to death who could be taken alive. The follow-

ing passage occurs in the instructions of General Clhitoii on

thFs occasion, whicli is worthy of preservation :—" Bad as the

» savages are, they never violate the chastity of any women,

"their pri ^ners. Although I have very little apprehension

«' that any of the soldiers will so far forget their character as to

« attempt such a rime on the Indian women who may Adl

" intc their hands, /et it will be well to taite measures to pre-

« vent such a stain upr -i our army."* This injunction speaks

volumes in praise of the soldier who wrote it. Colonel Van

Schaick was furtl-.cr enjoined to dissuade any of our Indian

MS. initructions of General Clinton.

i 4'
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allies from accompanying him; and Lieutenant. Colonel Wil.
Jett and Major Cchran were detailed to sorvo in the ,
pedition.

The orders to Colonel Van Schaick were issued o,) the 9tho Apr,
,
and so rapidly were the necessary arrancren.ents expe-

dited that every thmg was in readiness for the departure from
_

ort Schuyler on the 18th. During the evening of that day,
the hatteaux, w.th the necessary stores, were silently removed
across the carrying-place to Wood Creek, and ail things tli^ra
p aced „i order The troops were early in motion on the morning
of the 19th, and a thick mist contributed essentially in covering
the .novement, had there been any spies Infking about to makf
observation. The number of men embarked, includn,g officers,was hve hundred and fifty-eight. Their progress to the OneidaLake was considerably impeded, by reason of trees which had
fallen across tue creek

;
so that much of the first day's journeywas performed by the troops on foot. The passa,re of the

One.da Lake was effected as expeditiously as possible; and"though they encountered a strong and excessively disagreea-
ble head-wmd, they nevertheless reached the Onondao-a Land-mr, opposite to old Fort Brewington, with the whole flotilla, by
three o clock in the afternoon of the 20th. Leaving a suitable
gnard with the boats, the little army pushed immediately for-
ward, and, despite the obstacles i. traversing a deep-tanaled
forest, the soil resembling a morass, they marched nine n^les
Without halting. The night was dark, wet, and cold : bu
l<nowiug well the wariness of the enemy and the celeri'ty of
tho.r movements, and how frequently thoy were prepared to
sr.ke v-hen east expected, the troops wore necessarily pre-
cluded from kindling fires, and obliged to sleep on their arms.
1 he march was resumed very early on the morning of the
^Is., and ,n order to save time, they were obliged to ford annrm of the Onondaga Lake, about two hundred yards wide
and four feet in depth. Arriving at the estuary of Onondaga
Creek, .t the head of the lake, Captain Graham, commaiiding
the advance guard, captured one of the warriors of the tribe •

and although they were now within two or three miles of the
village and castle, this was the first Indian seen, or who was
apprised

, f the approach of the expedition. Captain Hmhan^
was now directed again to advance with all possible rapidity

^P->
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and rautlon, for the purpose of snrroundincj the lower castle,

while the residue of the main forco was divided into small de-

tachments, and hurried forward for the purpose of falling upon

the other towns, in &uch rapid succession as, if possible, to take

all the villages by surprise. This chain of villages extended

through the valley of the Onondaga Creek for the distance of

teti miles. The tribe had once been among the most powerful

of the Aganuschioni, or confederated people of the Five Na-

tions. Situated in the centre of the confederacy, to the Onon-

dagas, time immemorial, had been committed the keeping of

the great council-fi/u. This fire had been extinguished in

1692 by Count Frontenac, who then came against it at the head

of a powerful expedition from Montreal, and utterly destroyed

the village: It had again been put out in the Spring of 1777.

and was now doomed to a third cxiinctiou, equally summary

and complete with the former. But although the expedition oi

Colonel Van Schaick had been thus hr, and was througliout,

admirably conducted, yet the surprise was not as complete as

had been intended. While Captain Graham's company was

securing a few prisoners taken in the outskirts of the villaae,

near the principal castle, means were found by the wily ad-

versary to give the alarm in advance. The tidings, of course,

flew from village to village with greater rapidity than the se-

\reral detachments of troops could equal, and the Indians scat-

tered off to the woods in all directions. But such was the

precipitancy of their flight, that they carried nothing with them

not even their arn'S. Still, thirty-three of their number were

taken prisoners, and twelve killed. Three villages, consisting

of- about fifty houses, were burnt to the ground ; and a larafc

quantity of provisions, consisting chiefly of bfsans and corn, de-

stroyed. Nearly one hundred muskets were taken among tiio
,

booty, and several rifles, together with a considerable quantity

of ammunition. Their swivel at the council-house was rendered

useless, and their cattle and horses were destroyed. The work of

destruction having been completed, the detachment immediately

commenced its return to Fort Schuyler. It was fired upon- ir.

the afternoon by a small party of Indians in the woods, but

without injury, while one of the enemy fell by the return

fire. On Saturday, the 21th, the troops wore all back again

at V^ort Schuyler, h.avina" pnrlorniod. a, journey, going and re-
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mg his oftcial report to General Clinton Colonel V.r, ^
,

for .he „ftc,c„, assistance received from them
' '"'

ed ;'';:;ritrw:tl''rhiL'''™
;'" ^^'-^ '"""'-' ""•» *«>-

., ; .1 ,. • "°' "" 'mnccessarv in»asope R,.t

ehlsti emem ^^,f;;rj''-;'
P"™" "q"es,i„„„hly M, its

ler had witten ,h^,t , 1 "'=°''"'>'- «*™"" Schuy-

fiicled UT^on .r h , ? r° '=''™'Pl'"'5- blow should h. in-

s^ h':™'rth':rr;:?:fi;r;:r,,?Lr'1^ .™^
direction. The ent^^rnris,. h.^

'''"'^"'' "' ^^''^^

.he OneidasV^e c,l: rrLtdtMnCrirr
u.g ^.n ,„.rod„eed, Good Peter spokc'asuZ^ '

"""-

0,Jr:r;eo"r .:i";r-- - -- «-^^. .^e

*e::::ri7ht::-i»,r^^^^^^^^
for.™r.g us that our friends, the Onondaga, were dest^JS

> H

'#

W.I

m^

* Cnlonel Van Sdia 'ej,ort-i upers r.f General Clinton.
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" Wc were desirous to see yon on tliis occasion, ns tliey

think you might Imve been mistaken in destroying tliat part of

tlie tribe.

" We suppose you cannot answer us upon tins subject, as

the matter was agreed upon below. But perhaps you may

know something of this matter.

" Wlicn wo heard of tiiis account, we sent back word to our

friends remaining among them, telling them not to be pale-

hearted because some of them were destroyed, but to keep up

with their former engagements.

" We sent off some of our people to Canasaraga, to invito

them to come to our village ; but they returned an answer that

they had sent some of their own runners to Onondaga, to learn

the particulars, and tliey waited for their return.

«Oui- people brought for answer, that they were much

obliged to their children, the Oneidas, for attending to them in.

their distresses, and they would be glad if they would spe?k

smoothly to their brethren, the Americans, to know whether

all this was done by design, or by mistake.

« If it was a mistake, say they, we hope to see our brethren

the prisoners—if by design, we still will keep our engagements

with you, atid not join the King's party. But if our brethren,

the Americans, mean to destroy us also, we will not fly—we

will wait here and receive our death.

" Brother : This was the answer of the Onondagas. As for

us, the Oneidas and Tnscaroras, you know our sentiments.

We have supposed we know yours.

" The Commissioners promised us that when they found any

thing wrong, they would tell us and make it right.

"Buothkr: If we have done anything wrong, we shall

now he glad if you would now tell us so."*

At the end of each sentence, the attending sachems uttered

the usual sound of approbation, and having concluded. Good

Peter resumed his seat. The address was that of a diploma-

tist ; and it was supposed probable that the Onondagas were

themselves at the bottom of the embassay, with a view of ob-

taining information by which to regulate their future condud.

I Ml.

The Sexaocnary, a collection of revolutionary papers connected with tlie border

wars, edited by S. Do Witt Bloodgoou, Esq.
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into four yeSrTat L J ZfT'"'" '
"'"

V""
'*""°"^ '"'"'»

«»d honorable Z\ "d" r n/r'"'"'' '° """'" " ^•™'

greut „,urde;,!rs- vvoT^T' ""' '*'° """"<'"S»^ l'"ve been

their Oastle
""^ ""'"" "«= ""'f' °f »" bro-hers a.

oiiSTo::r:^-:-j,--^».^" ^^ -^'^-'^

pom,ed ,0 ,rea, with y„„ „„ ,h„,e sljel,^"'-
' "" "»'T

ce„d r-"
"""°'-

"'^ *"^ '' "* *y "- °"^- "hioh .hey

K IS, perhaps, a coincidence worth nofir- - Hv.f «« .i,

longed to nantuin Rirhrr T-i,.
f^onjse lie-

-apiai.i Kichcr. The occupauis were Richer, his
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wife, and two isons, and an old man The Csptain urul hia

two boys being armed, on tbe near approach of tlie Iiiviians

gave them a warm reception. A sharp action ensued. The

old man, being unarmed, was killed ; as also was one of t!ie

brave boys, a lad seventeen years of age. Captaiii Richer was

severely wonuded and his arm was broken ; his other sovi was

also wounded in tlu> elbow, and his wife in oise ol her Icifs,

And yer, notwithstrcuding that the whole garrison was either

killed or ' or.ndr<\: the Indians retreated on the loss of two of

tho'r number

On the r,imie v y a pnrty of Senecas appeared in Schoharie,

made prisoner-' of Mr. I..awyer and Mr. Cowley, and pUnidered

their houses. The panic was again general ; the people flying

to the forts for safety, and the Committee of Palatine ^x'riting im-

mediately to General Clinton, at Albany, for assistance. The

General was an officer of great activity, and so rapidly did ho

move in cases of alarm, that he traversed the Mohawk Valley with

Cohmel Gansevoort's regiment and the Schenectady militin, and

was back at Albany again on the 28th. The Indians who ap-

peared on the south side were from the West—those on the

north side were Mohawks from Canada. General Clinton, in

his despatches to the Governor, his brother, expressed an opi-

nion, that but for his timely movement on that occasion, the

enemy would have driven the settlements all in upon Schenec-

tady.*

On the 30th of April, Lieutenants M'Clellan and Harden-

buro-h returned to Fort Schuyler from an unsuccessful expe-

dition at the head of a body of Indians, against the small Bri-

tish garrison at Oswegatchie. It was their intention to take

the fort by surprise ; but, falling in prematnrely with some

straggling Indians, several shots were imprndently exch \nged,

by reason of which their approach became known *•

rison. They then attempted by stratagem to draw V

from the fort, and ' >-tly succeeded, but could <t in

to venture far en> \ from their works to cu' .>

on apitfoaching the fort themselves, the ass> ; its

warmly received by cannister and grape, as to I - ••';

rciroat without unnecessary delay. The only service

MS. letter of Jacob R. Cork and Petei Wagner to General CliPv

ral Ctinlon's 'letter to tho Governor.

emy
';c them

ff; and

were so

pelled to

' ..med

. I'U'.Geno.
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WHS to send n Cmistinawii»:i Indinn mi„ r> j
French, by « „ Fmic), G.n . I

» !" ",
*'?''"''' «""> » l^''^, in

ette, addressed to hi r '
'"'"^°''''' "'° "'"1"'=* Lafey-

on .he day I* o CoTo„ Z Scti' r '
'r'"

^"" '''^"^'«

m,d from a ,e„er addr"JZ ot ti ClTn!
""""

"T'''^-
ward, ,„ General Snilivan, llLre Te

"
,1?' r"

'™^' ""'='••

was to get elear of the 0,Z[i, '"='"="«»"" "I'eet

ColonelVan schaici/i",:,^:;,t::der;t''r°r''"^

But if, as has been seen thp HnoJri..^

. deputation to „,„l.o pSc c^ r t .Xttrf '°-""''

eard to Coionel Van Sohaielt's I !

,

f'=.t»'yl«'-- . re-

>l.e descendants of G arani aTdLdT T'
""'''"""•

...emse,.es willing to p„ssYet;lro*ri 2^^^^^
with indignation at the destruction of ih.r n

^ ^' "^
and ,l,c pntting out of the srlt cin i Z """f

,""'' '='"""'

Ion. kept burning at -hei^ia.':: rtL^, 11iTd'"'

"

summary vengeance. Tothisend, threeht nZed ofl1,T"riors were speedily upon the wav mih
."."""' ol their war-

time valley of the Schoharie till Thflm"^ '?''' '"'^ '"

which had suffered so ev elvThe Z^h""'
°'''°'''''*''''*

about ten miles west of tteSc loha^te kn 7 ^'""' '""'"^

™.e,cen German families, tt^I'ToC ItZTtltlicy were prevented from taking the r,hJZ!
•luence of two of their nnmher sfr:g;i

™ 12301?""-
.".*a„coof the main body, who f^ro^dise^rX ato™rf

* M'Clellan's letter to General Clinton
t Letter of Gen. Clinton to Gen. Snilivan.

ciJn^c:;:;:"
^"°"'^^" ""'^'^^^ "-'^ -'--<•«'« p^-'.-ng co„t„^. vide

^ally thus written; b„t the old inhabitants eay it should be Cobusi.iIl.-

If.

^ ^^
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two of the Cobleskill militia. One of the Indians was shot,

and the other fled ; and the scouts hastened home to pive ^he

alarm. Intelligence of the enemy's approach was immediately

despatched to Schoharie, with a request for assistance. A
captain of the Continental army was thereupon sent to Cobles-

kill with a detachment of rejjiilar troops. On the followmg

mornintj a party of Indians sallied out of the woods, and after

approaching the settlement, suddenly returned. They were

pursued by a small detachment of troops to the edge of the

forest, where their reception was so sharp as to compel a re-

treat. The Captain himself immediately marched to the scene

of action with the whole of his little band, together with fifteen

volunteers of the militia. The Indians receded before the

whites for a time, and continued tlie deception by showing

themselves at first in small numbers on the skirt of the forest,

until they had accomplished the identical purpose they had in

view. The Captain and his men pursued, without any know-

ledge of the disparity of numbers they had to encounter, until

the Indians had drawn them sufliciently within their toils to

make a stand. Their numbers now multiplied rapidly, and

the battle became animated. The Captain fell wounded, and

was soon afterward killed. His men, panic-stricken, instnntly

fled ; but in the twinkling of an eye, a cloud of several hun-

dred savages, until then in concealment, rose upon all sides ot

them, pouring in a deadly shower of rifle balls, and making the

forest ring with their appalling yells. The inhabitants of the

settlement, on perceiving the disaster which had befallen the

troops, fled in the direction of Schoharie with a portion of the

fuo-itive soldiers. Their flight was facilitated, or rather they

were prevented from being overtaken, by seven of the Captain's

brave fellows, who took possession of a deserted house and

made a resolute defence. From the windows of their castle

they fired briskly upon the Indians, and bringing them to a

pause, detained them until the inhabitants had made good their

flight to Schoharie. Unable to drive the soldiers from the

house, the Indians at length applied the brand, and the brave

fellows were burnt to death within its walls. The whole set-

tlement was then plundered and burnt by the Indians. But

they did not proceed farther toward Schoharie. The loss of

the whites was twenty-two killed and two taken prisoners.
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The lK.dies of the slain were found the next day, sadly mutilat-
ed

;
and in the hand of one of them the Indians had placed a

roll of Contniental biUs-a severe satire upon the description of
money for which the soldiers were serving. The trreat fact
l.owever, that it was the cause, and not the pay, which kepi
the Americans in the field, could scarcely be appreciated hy
the forest warriors. They were led in this battle by a Tory
who was subsequently killed by the celebrated Murphy •

Their loss was severe, but to what extent was not known.
Thus was amply avenged the destruction of Onondaga.
During the month of April, the inhabitants of Mo'^ioncralia,

on the north-western Virginia border and the western part of
Pennsylvania, in the vicinity of Fort Pitt, had been severely
harassed by the Indians. On the 9lh of that month, a party of
lour men, despatched from Fort Pitt, were all killed and
scalped at the distance of fifteen miles from the fort. On the
13th, a man named David Morgan, of Monongalia, discovered
two Indians creeping upon several children at work in a field.
He gave the alarm to the latter, and then shot one of the In-
dians (Tead. The other rushed upon Morgan, and grappled
with him. A severe contest ensued for the possession of the
Indian's knife, which Morgan ultimately obtained

; tl:e Indian,
by grasping the blade, having his hand severely lacerated!
Morgan stabbed the Indian, and ran for the fort, while the In-
dian took to the woods. A party set oiT immediately in pur-
suit, and soon overtook the savage, sitting against a tree. He
begged for mercy, and was at first taken as a prisoner ; but
during the march back to the fort, he became rather surly,
whereupon his captors killed and scalped him—taking, also,
the scalp from the warrior who had been first shot by Morgan.
On the following day another Indian scout was discovered,*one

CainpVII's Annals. Tl.o mithority of Mr. Campbell for most if not all tiis in-
formRt.on re!.pwting the or ^ir\.^m of the enemy in the Schoharie country, was tiie
late Uev. Mr. Fenn, of H" . . riel.l-a gentleman most intimately acquainted with
the early history nf that re;, on. Still, there is ckarly a mistake in assisninK, as has
bern done, C.iptaiii Fatricit as the American leader against the Onondagas on this
occa.^ion, since that oificer fell in the same neighhorhood more than a year l)crore, as
stated in a letter written at the time by Colonel Varick. [Seechap. xvi'. text, and also
a note] Who led the Am Ticans on this last occasion, the author has not ascertained.
But the accounts just re) ..ed to, that it was Captain Patrick, are certainly incor-
rect-unless, indeed, there vere two Patricks, both captains, a< 5 both killed in the
same neighborhood.
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of whom 'vas killed nnd scalpni. Two dnys nftcrward the

Indians killed and scalped Diivid Maxwell and his wife. Se-

veral families wore carried into captivit" Amonij the prison-

ers was one resolute woman, .-.^ ivn.cu one of her ffuards.

woinidcd another, and effected Ikt esonpo* Th»!so individual

murders were the more cruel, inasmuch as they could have no

effect upon the result of the pending contest. The snatchinjr

n\v:\y of prisoners by these petty expeditions was a different

aftair ; and often served a twofold purpose—enablinjc; the enemy
irequontly to extort information, and, by a silent operation, con-

tinually increasing the number of prisoners In their hands for

exchange. But, whether murdered out right or carried into cap-

tivity, the trials of the inhabitants upon a frontier, tlms hourly

exposed to dangers of the most apj, Uing description, can scarce-

ly be appreciated by those w .0 have not bi.'cn placed in siiril.ir

peril.

The frrntier towns of the bounty of Ulster were likewise

not a little aimoyed, in the early y)art of May, by a detachment

of thirty or forty of Butler's rangers, who, from their knowledjre

of the country, were supposed to have fled to the royal standard

from that neighborhood. On the 4th of May, four dwelling-

houses and. five barns were bunt by thcin in Fantine-kiil.

Six of the inh' ''itants were mur icred, besides three or four

more who were ipposeu to be burnt in their houses. Colonel

Philip Van Courtlandt, stationed at that time with one of the

New-York regimeM;" it Warwasing-, went in nnrsuit of the

traitors ;
but although he twice caniC in sigtit ol them njton the

crest of a mountain, they were too dexterous in threo Hug tlio

forests to allow liim to overtake th i,i; nnd the Colonel )uid

scarcely turned back frorn th ursulf, before Ihcy felt upon llio

town of Woodstock, in the ' hi liood of Kingston, whore

they burnt several houses m coi,. litted other depredations.

They made a few prisoners, some of whom were carri- ' awuy

;

while others were compelled, by the up-raised hatchet, to take

an oath not to serve in arms against the King.t

In order to preserve, unbroken, a narrative of the principal

Indian campaign of the present year, it is necessary somewhat

to anticipate the progress of events, by recording in this place

* Almon's RL-membrniiccr—letter from Fort Pilt.

( Idem—Article from Warwasing, piiblishod first in Poiiglikoopsio.
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tlio particiihirs of the celehrnted invasion of Minisiiik, and tlic

bloody battle that immediately ensued near tlio Delaware,"
The brave Count Pulaski, with his battalion of ciivalry, had
ben statioi "d at Minisiiik during the precodiuff winter ; but in

the month uf February he was ordered to South Carolina, to
join the army of General Lincoln.t Left thus wholly unpro-
tected, save by its own people, Captain Brant determined to

make a descent upon it, for the purpose of takinir both plunder
and prisoners. Accordiutrly, on Uu Oth of July, or rather
during the night of the 19th, the crafty Mohawk stole upon the
sluii'bering town, at the head of sixty Indians and twenty-
seven Tory warriors, disguised as Indians—whicli was a very
coiTimon practice with the loyalists when acting with the
sava^i^ s. Su. was the silence of their approach, that several
iioiises were already in flames when the inhabitants awoko to

th< r situation. ,Thus surprised, and wholly unprepared, all

wh -mid escape fled in consternation, leaving the invaders to
riot upon the spoil. Ten houses and twelve barns were burnt
togetl' ith a small stockade fort and two mills. Several
persons were I Uled, and others taken prisoners. The farms
of the settle were laid waste, the cattle driven awav,
and all the booty canifnl off which the invaders could remove.
Hnving thus succeeded in his immediate object, Brant lost no
time in leading his party back to the main body of his war-
riors, whom he had left at Grassy Brook.

No sooner had the fugitives from ]\!iiiisink arrived at Goshen
with the intelligence, than Dr. Tustcn, the Colonel of the local

militia, issued ortlers to, the officers of his command to meet
him at Minisiiik on the following day, with as many volunteers
as they could raise. The ord(;r was promptly obeyed, and a
body of one hundred and forty-nine men met their colonel at

the designated rendezvous, at the tin 3 appointed—including
many of the principal gentlemen of the county, a council of

Minisinlt, for Bn inland Amprican town, is very ancient. It is silimted about
t'n miles u, -I of Goshen, in tliu County of Orange, (N. Y.) on the Navisink river
ai. iHiong what are r.Mcd the Shawnngunk Mountains. It is bordered on the
sontli-west by both the Stales of New Jf raey and Pennsylvania. The Wallkill
iI«o risi s in this t wn. Its history, previous t- the war of the Revolution, is full of
interest. A severe 'lattle was fought with the Indians in Minisink, July 22, 1C69,
Ihe l)loody horrors of which yet live in the traditions of that m ighborhood.

+ Letter of Washinnton,

^•\
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wnr wtis field, lu detertnino upon the expediency of a pursuit.

Colonel Tusten was liimself opposed to the proposition, with

so feeble a command, and with the certainty, if they overtook

the enemy, of hein^ oblijifed to encounter an officer combining,

with his acknowled<jed prowess, so much of subtlety as charac-

terized the movements of the Mohawk chief. His force, more-
over, was believed to be greatly superior to their's in numbers,

and to include many Tories as well acquainted with the conn-

try as themselves. The Colonel, therefore, preferred waiting

for the reinforcements which would be sure soon to arrive, the

more especially as the volunteers already with him were but

I'll provided with arms and ammunition. Others, however, were
for immediate pursuit. They affected to hold the Indians iti

contempt, insisted that they would not fight, and maintained

that a re-capture of the plunder they had taken would be nn

easy achievement. Town-meeting counsels, in the condncr of

war, are not usually the wisest, as will appear in the sequel.

Tlie majority of Tusten's command were evidently determined

to pursue the enemy ; but their deliberations were cut short

by Major Meeker, who mounted his horse, flourished his sword,

and vauntingly called out—" Let the brave men follow me,

the cowards may slay behind !" It may readily be supposed

that such nn appeal to an excited multitude would decide the

question, as it did. The line of march was immediately taken

up, and after proceeding seventeen miles the same evening, (hey

encamped for the nigli? On the morning of the 22d tliey

were joined by a small reinforcement under Colonel I fathom,

of the Warwick regiment, who, as the senior of Colonel Tusten,

took the command. When they had advanced a few miles, to

Halfway Brook, they came upon the Indian encampment of

the preceding night, and another council was held there.

Colonels Hathorn, Tusten, and others, whose valor was go-

verned by prudence, were opposed to advancing farther, as the

number of Indian fires, and the extent of ground they had oc-

cupied, removed all doubt as to the superiority of their numbers.

A scene similar to that which had brokd up the former coun-

cil was acted at tfiis place, and with the same result. The
voice of prudence was compelled to yield to that of bravado.

Captain Tyler, who had some knowledge of thk^ woods, was

sent forward at the head of a small scouting party, to follow the
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trail of the Indinns, and (o ascertain, if possible, their movements-
since It was evident that they could not be far in advance!
The Captain had proceeded but a sFiort distance before he fell

from the fire of on unseen enemy. This circumstance occa-
sioned considerable alarm

; but the vohinteers, nevertheless
pressed eagerly forward, and it was not lon^r before they
emerged upon Uio hills of the Delaware, in full view of that
river, upon the eastern bank of which, at the distance of three-
fourths of a mile, the Indians were seen deliberately morching
111 the direction of a fording-place near the mouth of the Lack^
awaxen. 'I'his discovery was made at about 9 o'clock in
the morning. The intention of Brant to cr»)ss at the fording-
place was evident

;
and it was afterward ascertained that his

booty had already been sent thither in advance.
The determination was immediately formed by Colonel Ha-

thorn, to intercept the enemy at the fording-place, for which
purpose instant dispositions were made. But, owing to in-
tervening woods and hills, the opposing bodies soon lost sight
ofeach other, and an adroit movement on the part of Brant
gavfe him an advantage which it was impossible for the Ameri-
cans to regain. Anticipating the design of Hathorn, the moment
the Americans were out of sight Brant wheeled to the right, and
by threading a ravine across which Hathorn had passed, threw
himself into his rear, by which means he was enabled delibe-
rately to select his ground for a battle and form an ambuscade.
Disappointed in not finding the enemy, the Americans were
brought to a stand, when the enemy disclosed himself partially,
in a quarter altogether unexpected. According to the Ameri-
can account, the first shot was fired upon an Indian, who was
known, and who was mounted upon ;\ horse stolen at Minisink.
The Indian fell, and the firing soon becr-iue general— the enemy
contriving, in the early part of the engagement, to cut off from
the main body of Hathorn's troops a detach tnent comprising
one third of his whole number. The conflict was long and
obstinate. The number of the enemy being several nmes
greater than that of the Goshen militia, the latter were siw-
rounded, and ultimately hemmed within the circumference of
an acre of grour cl. Being short of ammunition, Hathorn's or-
ders, in imitation of those of Putnam at Bunker Hill, were
strict that no man should fire tuuil very suie that his powder

ii I
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would not be lost.* The battle commenced about 11 o'clock

in the morning, and was maintained until the going down of
the sun

;
both parties fighting after the Indian fashion, every

man for himself, and the wiiole keeping up an irregular fire

from beliind rocks and trees as best they could. About sunset
the ammunition of the militia was expended, and the survivors
attempted to retreat, but many of them were cut down. Doc-
tor Tusten was engaged behind a cliff of rocks in dressing the
woiuided when the rotreat commenced. There were seven-
teen disabled men under his care at the moment, whose cries
for protection and mercy were of the most moving description.
The Indians fell upon them, however, and they all, together
with the Doctor, perished under the tomahawk. Among the

slain were many of the first citizens of Goshen ; and of the

whole number that went forth, only about thirty returned to

tell the melancholy story.t Several of the fugitives were shot
while attempting to escape by swimming the Delaware.

Brant has been severely censured for the cruelties perpe-
trated, or alleged to have been perpetrated, in this battle. He
always maintained that he had been unjustly blamed, and that

his conduct had been the subject of unjust reproach. He
stated that, having ascertained that the Goshen militia were in

pursuit of him, determined to give him battle, he of course
prepared himself for their reception. St^ll, having obtained

the supplies he needed, his own objfect was accomplished. He
also stated, that on the near approach of the Americans, he

rose, and presenting himself openly and fairly to their view, ad-

dressed himself to their commanding officer, and demanded their

surrender—promising at the same time to treat them kindly as

prisoners of war. He assured them, frankly, that his force in

atnbush was sufficient to overpower and destroy them; that

then, before any blood had been shed, he could control his

warriors ; but should the battle commence, he could not an-

• PuliKim's order was—" Don't fire, boys, till you sec the whi'c oflheir eycp."

t Among the slain were Jones, Lilllc, Dunciin, Wisner, Vuil, Townsencl, and

Knapp. In 1S22 t!n> people of Orai-ge County colleotrd thi; bone3, which until then

had boen lift to bleach on the battle-field, and caused them to be buried. The fiine-

ral procession nii-nberrd twelve thousand people, amon 2 whom was Major Poppino,

one ofthe surxivors of the battle- then nearly one hundred years old. The aiilhor

has to some extent drawn upon the discourse of the Rev. Dr. Wilson, delivered on

tlsat occasion, in writing ihia account of the battle
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pver for the consequences. But, he said, while he was thus par-ey.ng wuh them. 1. was fired upon, and narrowly escaped'be.ng shot down-the ball piercing the outer fold of his beltrnmed.ately upon receiving the shot, he retired, and se-'
re ed h.n.self an.ong his warriors. The militia, emboldened

what he hn7rTr,T'
'''^"^ "" '''^'' '"^'"y- ""d disbelievingwhat he had told them, rushed forward heedlessly until theJwe^^ .ou,pIetely within his power. In crossing a 're I tleyhau nroken the.r order, and before tl>ey could^form a.ai; mtheo.;.rs.de, Brant gave the well-known signal of the wlr-whoop. Quick as the lightning's flash, his dark cloud of wa -

nors were upon their feet. Having fired once, they sprangward tomahawk in hand. The conflict wis fiLe ani

killed. There was one who during the battle saved himselfby means wluch Brant said were dishonorable. By some pro-
cess or other, ti.ough not a freemason, he had acquired a knowedge of the master mason's grand hailing signal of distress

;anc havmg been mformed that Brant was a member of theb othorhood, he gave the mystic sign. Faithful to his pledge,
t'K ch.eftau, mterpcsed and saved his life. Discoverino- L.nposture afterward, he was very indignant. Still, he sjared
his life, nnd the prisoner ultimately returned to his frieJs af-
ter a long captivity.*

f.nir"' T'^r*"
"'"'"'•'''' '"'^''•'" ^y BranMmsheen dnrived by the author

tolore cited, i he pn.onfir referred to as hcvin" l,een saved l.v the ..rr, n„„
position of Brant that he was a freemason. ..l the irItW oTof O

"'"

Majpr vVood of Orange Connty, (N. Y.)wa« n,ade a prisoner at the hattle ot

S^Z ,; f:'".f
"?'' 'Tr ""'""""• ^''"' '"'^'-'^ •-'" »•- « Frcen,nso oJ

rated M,
•-"'--'- .he 'mon.ter. was about to tie him. I,e rernon-trated, sa.d he was a gentleman, and promised not to escape. He was ^ot tied hutaid between ..wo Indians

; and tol,). that should he atte.npt to escape h"l ,
]

'

"

Whe
/.%""', -igt't sink =nto his head, untd the fi,; reached his feetWhen he k.cked ,t out. Ft was Branfs blanket. Brant treated him very harsldv eve;after; and when Major Woo<l asked him the reason, he repii.-d 'n_- n vn„ v7

burnt my blanket.. Major Wood w-., t.r tnany ve^rs afti:; tit pie. al , ^
t^ tTeS""

'•""
T"^''^

""'^ "'''"^'=""''" ""'^--•" I^- Wilson soppl:tlm the Mason.c s.un.I was m.ule by „,ere accident. It, n,ay have bee,, m 1 n ,hn.uthor has been told otherwise, and that one of .be ^r.t actJof ^J , ;,
^°

"""• "^'^ '" ''-«- -^f— Thi. he considered <,...eir ... ho..or hound toZ

'+

•'* If

^?l



V4n

I"

"r»i

:3»

420 LIFE OP BRANT. [1779.

r1"

There was another occurrence of deep and thrilling interest

connected with this battle, the particulars of which were related

in after-years by Brant himself, while on a visit to the city of

New-York.* Among those who were grievously wounded was
Lieutenant-Colonel Gabriel Wisner, a gentleman of great re-

spectability, a magistrate, serving among the Goshen volun-

teers. In surveying tlie battle-field, the situation of Wisner ar-

rested the attention of the Indian commander, who examinee

his gondition. The chief saw that he was wounded past hope

of recovery, b.it he was, nevertheless, in the full possession of his

faculties, and was even able to converse. Believing his case

to be altogether beyond the power of medical and surgical

skill, and having no means of carrying him away. Brant re-

flected a moment upon his own course of duty. He was dis-

posed to save his life if he could, and yet felt that it was

impossible. To leavo him thus helpless and alone upon the

field, in the possession of his senses to a degree enabling him
to appreciate all the horrors of his situation, would be the

height of cruelty. Added to which was the moral certainty,

that the wolves abounding in the forest, guided by the scent of

blood, would soon be gorging themselves alike upon the wounded
and the dead. The thought, therefore, that Wisner might be torn

ill pieces while yet alive, seemed to him even more than savage

cruelty. Under these tlistressing circumstances and consider-

ations, the chief argued with himself that true humanity re-

quired a speedy termination of his sufferings. Having formed

this conclusion, the next point was to compass his death with-

out inflicting additional torture upon his feelings. With this

view he engaged Wisner in conversation, and while diverting

his attention, struck him dead in an instant, and unpercetved,

with his hatchet. It was but a savage exhibition of humanity •

but there was benevolence in the intention, however strano-ely

reasoned ;
and the motive of the final blow is to be applauded,

notwithstanding the shudder caused by its contemplation.t

He atso stated tliat he had always felt niordfied at the deception he had practised,

and tiittt nothing could have been more withering than the scorn with wiiich Brant

ever looitpd upon him afterward.

ConvtTsalions of Brant with General Morgan Lewis, related by the latter to

the author.

t The British account of this battle, published in New- York on the 18th of Au-
eust, 1779, as received from "a person just arrived from Joseph Rrant and hia



by the latter to

1779.] INDIAN IRRTTPTIONH.
421

I rom M.msmk, by a rapid movement, IJra.t fell „pon a settJcmcn on the south side of the Mohawlc, where, on ti 'd ofAugnst, ho made a fe.v prisoners-the ntlme of ^..e o whomwas House. Thus man, wUh his companions, was car Ldtek•n.^ the woods, and left in charge of the Indians, while lj"n

On d,e fourth day after his absence, he returned, attended byiHs lour warriors, but on horseback himself, havino- l^^eriwounded in the foot by a musket shot. The w^und, hw ve

he ball of the great toe-and therefore in a place less equivocal
for a soldier's honor. They then commenced their marchTn
thed.rect.on of Tioga; but as House became too lame W
iolfn'g him To this Brant objected; and having been acquam ed WUh House before the war, he released himon'nd

l

on of h.s takmg an oath of neutrality, which was written bye c uef m the Itidian language. House signed the oat andBrant witnessed U. He was then released, and beino somewhere m the vicinity of Otsego Lake, where General CliXwas then making preparations for his celebrated des" nt i^Susquehanna IIouso came into Clinton's camp on tlie 8 h ofAugust-the day previous to his embarkation *

Contemporaneously with these occurrences, and while aswill subseqtu.n,ly appear, the attention of the American oL^was directed ,u more important movements, the Indians andlories once more broke in upon the Pennsylvania boir
'

Noithampton, Lyconia, and the neighborhood of Snnbury
In a succession of petty affairs between the 1st and 21st ofJuly, several neighborhoods were destroyed and mills burnt.

hrvAhfcr.," Btiitnd that Br»nt had with him oly sixty Inrtians and twpnf „ i ,

" •"«'*:
'"u

""', "" "•" ' <--"'• «« I.-"";:iLtn. —» i,u Mmoii s Remembrancer, vol. vi. ». 27C
» MS. ieU«r ot-General Ja„,c« Clinton to Governor Clinton, his bw,thnr.
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On the 17th, all the principal houses in the township of Mun-

sey were burnt. Two persons were killed on that clay, iuul

four had been killed a few days previous, besides several

taken prisoners. On the 20th, three men were killed by a

small party hovering about Freeland's Fort, situated on the

West branch of the Susquehanna, seventeen miles from Stui-

bury. On the 28th, live days after the affair of Miiiisiiik, this

little defence, which was garrisoned by only thirty men, and

about fifty women and children who had sought refuge within

its walls, was invested by one of the M'Donalds, at the head of

two hundred Indians, and one hundred troops calling them-

selves regulars. But, although wearing the British uniform, it

was believed that they were American loyalists. The enemy

met with less resistance during this irruption than would have

been the case, but for the circumstance that the greater part of

the men had been drafted for the boat service of General Sulli-

van, who was then at Wyoming, preparing to enter the Seneca

country. Fort Freelaiid was too weak of itself, and too weakly

garrisoned, to hold out long against such a disparity of force.

Captain Hawkins Boone, a brave officer, stationed with thirty

men at a distance of some miles, marched to the relief of the

fort immediately on hearing of ihe investment. The garrison

had surrendered before his arrival. Boone nevertheless gave bat-

tle to the enemy: but, overpowered by numbers, he was slain,

too-ether with eighteen of his men, whose scalps were carried

as°trophies iiUo the fort. Two other officers, Captains Dough-

erty and Hamilton, were also killed. By the terms of capitu-

lation, M'Donald stipulated to spare the women and children,

and allow them to depart. The fort, and the houses in its vi-

cinity, were then burnt.*

Meantime the Shawanese were continuing their depredations

upon the Ohio border of Virginia, with results certainly not

tmfavorable to the f<^(WT. Colonel Boon being absent in North

Carolina, (Jolonel Bommn led an expedition of one hundred

and sixty men, m /uly, agamst the ShawaneB*> of Old Chilicothc.

Althoug-h B'iwman fell upon the fn4ians suddenly, and with-

out knowledge m thoj/ part of his approach, they nevertheless

fought him bravely for several b&i ., and compelled him to

Re» fiiiRana UcjncmBrmit;ubrfi : PhilaiislpliU-
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retreat. Falling: back thirtjr miles, Bowman n.ado a stand, and

be.s. Another engagement ensued, which, during the first twohours, promised no advantage to the forces of Bowman. Co-onel Harrod then proposed to mount a number of men upon
l.orses and make a cavalry charge. The suggestion wasadopted, and the expedient succeeded. The IncSans Ibulhwith remarkable f^^^^^^

pelled to fly in all directions.*

With these incidents closes the present volume. The se-cond will open with a narrative of the most formidable Indian

piss ""'^-'^^-^"-"o ^'-contest for Americl; Int:

If

1' ^*,

NOTE.

[T is desirable that the present note should be read in connec-
tion with the sixth chapter of this volume, containing h aCount of General Schuyler's expedition to Johnstown in Fe.bruary, h .6, for the purpose of disarming the Tories of Trvo„County, and of arrestmg Sir John Johnson. The imnSiatecauses of that expedition, aside from the information of a v^t^^^^^named Connell do not appear with sufficient distinctnessTo divest the proceedmgs of General Schuyler of a chara ter ,1^of harshness. But while the author has entertainedTtI f^ that Congress had good and sutiS^"^ ^:::Smg the expedition, and Schuyler for his energetic executn of

; rt^^spt^^^^^^^^^ '".r
"^^™^^ °^ ^'^ movement hLe

p^:;b=Mhe^;h:rtsriXSo^^ *^
J^ents fVom tl. archives of the British^^^.l^S:^:-
fleet all the light upon the subject that can be dosi ed Aftprthe perusal of these papers, the propriety of the meielf iever hrus been, can no longer be questioned :- ' "

* Adventurer or Colonel Daniel Boon.
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Governor Tuyon to Lord George Germaine.

" On board H. B. M. Ship, Dutchess of Gordon,
" Neto- York Harbor, 3d Jan. 1770.

« My IjORd,

" The gentleman who delivered me the enclosed letter from

Sir John Johnson, assured me that by Government's complying

with its contents, Sir John could muster five hundred Indians

to support the cause of government, and that these, with a i)ody

of regulars, might retake the forts. If Sir John had the title of

Superintendent of Indian Affiiirs, it would give the greatest

weight to his Majesty's Indian affairs—the Indians having the

greatest affection for the son of their late benefactor. I wisli

your Lordship may think as favorably of Sir John's proposals

as I do," (fee. &c.

[enclosure in the above.]

Sir John Johnson to Governor Tryon.

« Siji—I hope the occasion and intention of this letter may

plead my excuse for the liberty 1 take, in introducing to youi

Excellency the bearer hereof. Captain Allan M'Donnell, Avho

will hiforni you of many particulars which cannot at this time

be safely communicated in writing. Vhe distracted and con-

vulsed state that tliis unhappy county is now worked up to,

and the situation that I am in here, together with the many olili-

gations our family owe to the best of sovereigns, induce me to

fall upon a plan that may, I hope, be of service to the country,

the propriety of which I entirely submit to your Excellency's

1 letter judgment, depending on that friendship which you liavc

been pleased to honor me with, for your advice on, and rejire-

sentation to His Majesty, of what I propose. Having consulted

with all my friends in this quarter, among whom are many old

and good officers, I have come to the resolution of forming a

battalion, and have named all the officers, most of whom have

a good d5al of interest in their respective neighborhoods, and

have seen a great number ofmen ready to compli3te the plan. We

must, however, not think of stirring, until support and supplies of

many necessaries to enable us to carry our design into (>x( cutimi

are received—all which Mr, M'Donnell will inform your Excel-

lency of I make not the least doubt of the success of this p'.ui,

should we bo supported in time. As to news, I must bog leave
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'edge. As I find l,v il,„ „, ' ''"^ ™'™ '" "'" l™ow-
I despair o/ht1„T e pTsurHo S"

'""
'° ^'' ''" '="'"'""<'

most sincerely wi,h v„nC ?,'^'''' '">' '""P"''"' '" V"' ^"<-

of your family Ij'fS ^ * ™^°«"' »" •"•W sigh.

" I am, your Excellency's

" ^^«^t obedient, humble servant,

'John Johnson."

JS ir.he te^dtTir^""™ ™^ "*" "->»*-
must have ,r„„s„iSh^fJ°""jA°""

"""""J""" "^ *Wch
di.io„ into TrZSm V .f '?.°T'"=''

'" *'«' *» ^''Pe-

chapterof tiK present vohl! a ^ T'
"' "'"''""-''' '» ""= ^«*

;LI " "" """'' "'"«" '" -«' '" ">'.' expedition isZ
^i *
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No. I.

[Refkkbxcs fkom the Inthodcotion.]

[The follow n.g is the article referred to in the text. It is ox
r.cted iro.nAhnon's A,.,er.can RnnuMuhrancor, (a work purportingobeanauthen .c collect.on of facts, puhli.shocl in London durn. the
le"oIut.onury War.) for the year 1782, Vol. 14, page 185. ItZbn;. supposed to be authentic, but has since been ascertained tobe a publication from the pen of Doctor Franklin, written for poli.

tical purposes.] '

Extract of a letter from Captain Gerrish, of the New.England mi.
litia, dated Albany, March 7th, 1782.

.nn?^ ^T7
'''''" '" '^' expedition will, as you see, amount to agood deal of money. The possession of this booty at first™ us

pleasure; but we were struck with horror to find among the pack,
ages eight large ones, containing scalps of our unhappy folks taken
.n the three last years by the Seneca Indians, from the inhabitants
of the fronfers of New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Yn.
gm.i, and sent by them as a present to Col. Haldiman, Governor
01 Canada, in order to be by him transmitted to England. Thevwere accompanied by the following curious letter to that gentle,man :

—

°

" May it please your Excellency, "
^^"^"' ''""'''"'' ""' '''^'

At the request of the Seneca chiefs, I send herewith to vour
Excellency under the care of James Boyd, eight packs of scalps,
ci.red, dned, hooped, and painted with all the Indian triumphal
marks, of which the following is invoice and ex', nr^tion.
No.

1 Containing 43 scalpsof Congress soldie- rolled in different
skirmishes; these are stretched on black b ..«, four inch dia-
meter

;
the inside of the skin painted red, with a sfnall black spot

i

'
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to note their being killed with bullctH. AInoGS of ftirmers, kiljpd

in tiieir iiouscs; the lioops red; tho bkin puiiitcd hrown, and
marked with a hoo ; u bluck circle all round to denote their be-

ing surprised in tho ni^ht ; and a blick hatchet in the middle,

signifying their being killed with lliiit wtMipon,

No. 2. Containing 99 of farmers, killed in tlieir houses ; hoops red
;

ligure of a hoe, to mark their profeasion
; great white circle

and sun, to show they were surprised in tho day-time ; a Ultle

red foot, to show they stood upon their defence, and died figiit-

ing for their lives and tamilies.

So. 3. Containing 97 of tartncrs ; hoops green, to show they were
killed in their fields; a large white circle with a little rouml

marii on it for the sun, to show tiiat it was in tho daytime
;

black bullet mark on some—hatchet on others.

No 4. Containing 102 of farmers, mixed of the several marKS

above ; only 18 marked with a little yellow flame, to denorw

their be»n » of prisoners burnt alive, after being scalped, ttieir

naj(»i (""iStd out by the roots, and other torments; one of tliese

V.MvT si'ci osed to be of a rebel clergyman, his band being nxeci

to tho- bi op of his scalp. Most of the farmers appear by tne

hair to iravo been young or middle aged men ; their being but

67 very gray heads among them all ; which makes the service

more essential.

No. 5. Containing 83 scalps of women ; hair long, braided in the

Indian fashion, to show they were mothers ; hoops I ue ; skin

yellow ground, with little red tadpoles, to represent, by way of

triumph, tho tears of grief occasioned to their relations ; a

black scalping-knite or hatchet at tho bottom, to mark their

being killed with those instruments ; 17 others, hair very gray ;

black hoops
;

plain brown colour, no murk but the short club

or cassctete, to show they wore knocked down dead, or had

their brains beat out.

No. 6. Containing 193 boys' scalps, of various ages ; small green

hoops; whitish ground on the skin, with red tears in the mid-

die, and black bullet marks, knife, hatchet, or club, as their

deaths happened.

No. 7. 211 girls scalped, big and little; small yellow hoops; white

ground ; tears, hatchet, club, sculping-knife, &c.

No. 8. This package is a mixture of uU tho varieties above-men-

tioned, to the number of 122 ; with a box of birch bark, con-

taining 29 little infants' scalps of various sizes; small white

hoops; white ground.
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W.tl. thoso packs the Clucfs send to your Excellency ti.e f„llo>v.ng «,H.cl, d...l.v..o,l l.y C.nei.,,atchie, in council, interpre e iTvthe c^.le.. Moore the trader, and tuken down l.y „.e in wrh.:;
'

'^ lather f-We send yon herewith nmny «calp., that vo^ maysee that we are not idle friends. A hlue belt
^

" 7'«//..r /-We wish you to send these scalps ov, . water tohe Great K.n,., that he may regard then, and be refreshed
, andthat he may see our faithfulness in destroying his enemies and blconvnced that his presents have not been,U to ungra^f- I'pXieA blue and white belt with red tassels.

'

" Father /-Attend to what I a.„ now going to say
; it is a mat

ter oi much weight. The great Kmg's enemifs are mJnv/and levgrow tas .n nun.ber. They were formerly Uke young- Ln.herl
they could ne.ther bite nor scratch ; we could play with them sal -ly !

we feared nothing they could do to us. But now their bodies'are
become big as the elk. and strong as the buffalo

, they have also gotgreat and sharp claws. They have driven us out of our countyby taking part m your quarrel. We expect the great King wiUgive us another country, that our children may live after us. and be
his friends and children as we nre.-Say this for us to the greatKing lo enforce it, we give this belt. A great white belt with
blue tassels.

« Father.'-We have only to say further, that your traders e.xact
more that ever for their goods; and our hunting is lessened by the
war, so that we have fewer skins to give for them. This ruin,, us.
1 hink of some remedy. We are poor, and you have plenty of every
thing We know you will send us powder and guns, and knive.s
and hatchets

;
but we also want shirts and blankets. A little white

I do not doubt but that your Excellency will think it proper to
give some further encouragement to those honest people. The
high prices they complain of, are the necessary effect of the war
Whatever presents may be sent for them through my hands shall be*
distributed with prudence and fidelity. I have the honour of be-
jng

Your Excellency's most obedient,

And most humble servant,

JAMES CRAUFDRD.

N

f
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No. II.

[Refebence from Page 104.]

Account of the treaty held at Albany, in August 1775, with tko

Six Nations, by the Commissioners of the Twelve United Colonies,

met at General Congress at Philadelphia.

The Commissioners on the part of the Colonies, were Major Ge-

neral Philip Schuyler, Major Joseph Hawley, Mr. Turbot Francis,

Mr. Oliver Wolcott, and Mr. Volkert P. Douw. After the ad-

journment from German Flatts, and the arrival of the Indians at

Albany, as stated in the text, the following proceedings were had.

At a meeting of the Commissioners for transacting Indian affairs

m the northern department, held at Albany on Wednesday, the 2-3d

August, 1775. Present,

Gen. Schuyler, Col. Francis, Mr. Douw.

Resolved, unanimously, that th« Indians of the Six Nations be

invited to receive our congratulations on their safe arrival here
;

that it be at five o'clock this afternoon ; that the committee of the

city of Albany and the principal gentlemen of the place be requested

to accompany the Commissioners ; and that the following letters be

wrote for that purpose to the chairman of the committee.

Albany, 23d August, 1775.

Gentlemen.—^Your generous exertions to support the American

cause against the nefarious schemes of a wicked and profligate mi-

nistry, the propriety with which you have conducted those Indian

affairs that have become the subject of your consideration, a con-

sciousness that without your aid, and that of gentlemen of the town

conversant in those matters, the*important business of the ensuing

conference cannot be so properly conducted as our zeal for the ser-

vice makes us wish, are so many motives which point out to us the

necessity of calling on you and those gentlemen for your aid and

advice ; which we entreat you will give us without reserve ;
and

be assured that it will be attended to with all that deference that is

due to your respectable body and to their good judgment. We

propose 'o pay a visit this afternoon at five o'clock to the Indians.

We beg tlie favor of the committee to honor us with their com-

pany, as so respectable a body w^'' ^ eatly add to the complimentary

visit we mean to pay them. • We shall go from Cartwright's, and
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.hall take it as a favor if the gentlemen of the town, who are not
ot the committee, would be pleased to go with us.

We are, gentlemen, with great respect,

Your most humble servants,

P. SCHUYIER,

VOLKERT p. DOUW,
TuRBOT Francis.

To which the committee returned the following answer :_
GENTLEMEN,-Your polite invitation for us to join in paying acomplimentary visit to the Indians this afternoon at five o'clock we

accept of, and shall for that purpose attend at Cartwright's at' thehour appointed.

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants.
By order of the committee,

Abraham Yates, Jr. Chairman.

TTie sachems and warriors of the Six Nations being assembled,
rfhe Commissioners, attended by the committee and principal een
tlemen of the city of Albany, niei them, and addressed them as fol"
lows :

—

Brethren OF THE Six NATioNs,-We, the deputies appointed
by the Twelve United Colonies, the decendants of Quedar, * and the
gentlemen of the city of Albany, congratulate jou on your arrival
here. They are glad to see you well, and thank the great God that
he suffers us to meet. ^ "oa mat

i;«

At a meeting of the Commissioners for transacting Indian affi.irs
for the northern department held at thecity of Albany, on Tunsduy,
25thof August, 1775. Present,

Gen. Schuyler, Col. Wolcott, Col. Francis, Mr. Dodw
The following message was sent to the committee ofthe citizens ofAlbany :

—

Albany, 25th August, 1775.
Gentlemen,—The Commissioners of Indian affairs are to open

the treaty with the Six Nations this morning, about eleven, at the
Dutch church. They request the favor of your attendance, and
that of the principal gentlemen of the town, and would wish, previ.

I "ul^"^"'"
*'"'"'""« ^''i^h 'he Indians had given Governor Stuyvesu,.t--beina

probably, thb result of their eflbrt to pronounce the name " Peter."
*

if*

If. .
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meeting, to be honored with your company at Cart.ous to the

Wright's).

To Abraham Yates, Jr. Esq. Chairman of the committee of
Albany.

The cliairman and committee attended agreeable to invitation.

In the course of their interview with the Commissioners this day,

the Indians stated that they had some business to transact with the

people of Albany, with whom they were desirous of having an inter-

view before proceeding with the main object for which the Council
had been convened. They therefore requested a day for that pur-

pose. The request was granted—a meeting of the citizens of Al-

bany was held immediately, at which Walter Livingston, Jkre.
MiAii Van Rknselaer, and Dr. Samuel Stringer were appointed

a committee io hold the preliminary council with the Indians.

The interview took place on the same evening, when Seaghnagerat,
an Oneiila sachem, opened the proceedings by the following

speech :

—

» Brothers of Albany :—We beg you will acquaint us when
your body is complete. ,

" Brotehrs op Albany ;—The day is now come that we have
arrived in consequence of your invitation. When you saw four of

tiie Oneida Nations, you said you was glad to see them at you--

Council Chamber. We are now here in consequence thereof.

You told us you would be glad to see us again—that you rejoiced

to see them, and that you would open the ashes, and rekindle the

old council-fire at Albany. We are glad to see that some of the

sparks of that old council-fire yet remain. We rejoice, e ven to

excess, to find it so.

" Brothers attend !—I have one addition to make to what
passed between four of the Oneida Nation and you, when last at

your Council Chamber. When you found. from our conference

with your brothers at the German Flatts, that our sentiments of

public affairs so much coincided with yours, you farther told us tliat

all the governments of America on the sea-coasts were anxious to

know whether we were disposed to peace, and that you, the Twelve
United Colonies, were resolved to support your civil constitution

and liberties, and you rejoiced to lind that we all so firmly re-

solved to maintain peace.

" Brothers of Albany :—You farther observed, in the intercourse

you had with four of the Oneida Nation, that you greatly rejoiced

at the conference you had at the German Flatts. You farther said

that you was surprised about a letter Guy Johnson had received
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lint us when

Al'l'KNUIX. Aoo

among „, ,„ig|„ „„„,!„„„.
°'°"' ""'' """ 'I'" ""»'»'«™ ".at ,ve™

hear what he should siv fn tl.J t
?!'""''"-^['' '^^ ^'^Y Joi'nsoi.'s to

and yours should coincde R!t T'
""' "'^ '' ''''^ '^'^"*''-"'«

removed from there to Fort Sf ^"
r

" """ '"'^"' ""^* '"« ^ad

BliOTiiEBs, ATTEND !—Yoti mode anolhcp proMsil at ll,„ „,course you had with four of our Nation «,l„vi. .

'"•

had hoard .ha, there wa, ,o he „ «"', I? Z^'T"^ >-"

a. the German Flat.,, you desired ou^'pl I t.", y":*"™

rxr.:::--r:,d"tra-i'~

tween you and the four of the Onoida Nation.
^

" BnoTHEHs OF Albany. ATTPxn t w^ „
ing through with what pasedTZeTlr:;T f^''

^^•

"s, when the conference ended at Jrman Fla ts 1^' r\"'
timers, let us both endeavor to keep peaTe thlt we J .
enjoy its blessings. We desire n t7hat y': ilTLT '""' '°

selves .n the least with these disputes betwi: .L and those ovel^great waters; only exert yourselves in maintaining the cove" ntthat was made between your and our forefather. Tt 1 l

^ ^
our council-fire. Your delegates told us atl'he'Snl'FL'ttlf
although you should be drove back from the sea-coast bv'!.!enemies, yet you would not ask our aid.

^ ^""^

"Bhotjiurs of Albany, farthkr attpni, i T..,« m •

you^eliveredattheGermanFlatts. TLTrsTw^^TZ;^^^^^^
teOneda Nat.on. should give a kind ear to your Jpeecl yo'then produced two ancient belts of wampum.-one of tw n v rows

Q "elT 'T
^"

'T'''^'
'-'"•-" *"«^^«'« Oneida NalnTd

Ind an etr, r
""' '"' "'" ^'^^" 'y *'"^ ^''^ ^-^--' ^y theindmn called haymguaraglu.h, of the Senecu Nation; you also

:f

'i
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Bftid llmt tlicse bdts should again be produced for the inspection of

the whole Six Nations at the intended council-fire to be re-kindied

tit Albany.

" Brothkrs of Albany :—We have now finished the principal

subjecta that passed between you and us, the Oneida Nation ; and

we, all of us, the Six Nations, are here now present, to hear what

has passed, and to prevent any false reports that may be propa-

gated by news carriers.

" Bhotiirrs of Albany, now attend !—You, also, the commis*

sioncrs who are here present, lend your ears and hear our voice.

You, our brothers of Albany, have desired the sentiments of the Six

Niitions. We, the Six Nations and our allies, which extend to Detroit,

Ohio, and Caughnawaga, upon our first hearing the bad news that

circulated along the eastern shore of this island, assembled and resolv-

ed upon a union amongst us, Indians, and to maintain peace ; and we
rejoice that nothing more has been asked of us. There is nothing dif.

furent in our minds than what we have now told. We shall not take

notice of any hostile propositions that may be made to us, for we
bear an equal proportion of love to you and the others over the

great waters in the present dispute ; and we shall remain at peace

and smoke our pipes ; and the Six Nations will always keep the

path open, and we call God to witness to the truth of what we now
say, and it proceeds from our hearts. [A belt of eight rows.]

" IhiOTHEKs OF Albany, now attend, and incline your ears to

what we have now to say :

—

" We, the Six Nations, have heard the voice of a bird called

TnUIcIoH, a news carrier, that came among us. It has told us that

tlu! piitli at the western communication, by Fort Stanwix, would

be siuit up, either by the one party or the other. Brothers, let it

not be ; and let the communication be open for passing and re-

passinfi, and let not our country be stained with blood, and be ai-

ways compassionate to the old women, and 1 jt the young ones grow

up and enjoy the blessings of peace. Brothers, let not that ,)assage

bo shut up by you, but confine yourselves to the dispute to the east-

ward ; for this western comiriunication lays near (jur council-fire,

and the consequence might be fatal. Indeed, Brothers, your Ian-

gungo and Coi. Guy Johnson's coincides, in some things, with one

nnother ; and the party that applies to us to shut up that passage

wo will look upon as deceivers and transgressors ; and we despise

u double-dealer from our hearts, and wliom we look upon God Al-

mighty will hereafter punish as such. And we hope that when you
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pive your answer you will speak from the integrity of vour heartsas we now have done. [AbeUofJifteenrow,.]
' '

" Brothehs op Alban V, attknu --The Five Nations just nowsaid they would open their minds in full to you.-thev would tellyou every thing they brought with them. This Belt respects toJetter Guy Johnson rnce.ved from General Gage, concerning theremoval of he m.msters from among us. Our Lher, the minllewho stands here, we love,* we love him exceedingly 'perhaps. n ahttle tune, he may be wrested from us, carried off like a pLnerOur hearts tremble for him-we tremble greatly. Me Z beenthreatened
;
and should he be taken, it might overthrow t wh„

fhaTtb n"%
Our brothers, the white people, would, perhaps sayhat the One.da Nation had delivered up their minister, and tha^the Six Nations did not regard their missionaries. But truly weregard our father, the minister, and missionaries; the;efore'' wepropose to your consideration, whether it be not wise that the missionaries retire for a little while; particularly our father, the m-nister, Mr Kirklan-l, should reside a short space with his family, aswe hope this quarrel cannot subsist long, because you are brothersboth of one nation and blood, and we hope it will soon be set leTand when a reconciliation takes place, let our missionaries imldiately return to us

;
this, however, we refer to your considera'onand leave at your pleasure. Now. Brethren, we have unburthenod

our minds, and opened our bosom., and delivered what we had to say »
To which the Albanian Committee made the followin.r reply •_
"Bkoxhkus OF THE Szx Natxons !-We thank yo'u fL yourspeech. Ihe Commissioners appointed by the Twdve United ColoT ?K T' "^^ '""''"'' ^^" ^''' ^'•'"'-^' ^'^-"e- with youafter they have done, we will answer your speecii " '

At a treaty began and held with the Indians of the Six United

nt-Present-'^
"' ^"^"•^'

°" '"^^^' ''' ^^"' «^ ^"g-^.

Gen. Schuyler, Col. Oliver Wolcott, Col. T.irbot Francis, Volkert
P. Douw, Commissoners; the Chairman and Committee, and »,incpal inhalntants of the city ofAlbany. The proceedings were ope, .
ed by the Oneida sachem, Seaghnagerat, by the following speed'

"
Brothers

: We acquainted you yesterday evening, that weshould first speak to our brethren, the Committee of Albany Wehave done so, and have opened our whole minds to them
" Brothers :_When we met two of your body at the German

Flatts. they presented these strings to us, and invited us to come
Rev. Mr. Kirkland.

f^l

If
1
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down to Allmny, and kindle up a great council-fire of peace, un-

der the auspices of the Twelve Unitad Colonies. Now, as liieso

strings have never been changed, we return them to you again, and

desire ^hat the great council-fire of peace may be kindled up.

" BuoTiiKRs :—You desired us to shut our ears, and fortify our

minds against any evil reports that we might hearonour way down,

and to pay no regard to what any liars and ill-disposed persons

might say to us, as they would only mean to sow diasention between

us and our brothers of the Twelve United Colonics.

" BuoTHKKs :—Our minds are proof against the attempts of such

wicked persons. Now, Brothers, let us give you a little advice on

our parts. There are liars and mischief-makers among the Indians,

as well as amongst the white people. Therefore pay no regard to

this OT that that any single Indian may say, but attend to what

you may hear from the mouth of our great council ; for that will be

the truth, and the sense of all the Six Uifited Nations."

The Commissioners then replied in the following words :

—

•' Brothers, Sachems, and Warriors of the Six Nations !

—

We return thanks to the Great God that lias suffered us to meet

together this day, in love, peace, and friendship. In token of

which we will now sit down and smoke the pipe of peace together."

[Here the great calumet was liglitcd up, and went round ; after

which the Commissioners proceeded :—

]

" Brothers :—We, the deputies appointed by and in the name ol

the Twelve United Colonies, assisted by the descendants of your

ancient friend Quedar, and your Albany brethren, embrace this

opportimity to rekindle the ancient council-fire, which formerly

burnt as bright as the sun in this place, and to heap on it so much

fuel tliat it may never be extinguished ; and also to renew the an-

cient covenant chain with you, which you know has always been

kept bright and clean, without any stain or rust; and which by this

belt we now strengthen, that for ever hereafter you and we may

have but one heart, one head, one eye, and one hand. [A belt,]

" Brethren :-Our business with you, besides kindling the ancient

council-fire, and renewing the covenant and brightening up every

link of the chain, is, in the first place, to inform you of the advice

that was given, about thirty years ago, by your wise forefathers, in

a great council which they held at Lancaster in Pennsylvania,

when Cannassateego spoke to us in these very words.* » Brethren,

* See Colden's History of the Five Nations, and Massachusetta Historical Col-

lection, for an account of the treaty refcrnd to— 1744.
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tts Historical Col-

we he S.x Nations, heartily recornmond unison an.I a .ood a^roe-

.St ct fr.endsh.p for one another
; and thoroby yo„. as « -i: as wc,w become th. stronger. (),.r wise forefathers ostablishod uni.sond m, y , t.een the Five Nations. This ha. n,ade „s for.ni

"

«1>1.Y

th.s has g.ven us great weight and authority with our
...-.gh ormg nafons. We are a powerful confederacv

; ad ifyo
.
observe he .ame methods our wise forefathers have ia on. yo i

• ..nu.refres strength and power. Therefore, whateve 1-
ol'cwi:::;^!^"

^" ^^'"' °- --''--' ''--— ^he words

.'nRorH,0Ks:_Our forefathers rejoiced to hear Cannassateejrooak these words They sunk deep into their hearts. Th ad'.0 was good. It was kind. They said to one another, "tI^S x „,,„n.s are a w.se people. Let us hearken to them, and tal el.o.r counsel and teach our children to follow it. Our old m „have done so.' They have frequently taken a single arrow, and ^a"-- Chd ren. see how easy it is broken.' Then they have taken and
...d .weIve arrows together with a strong string, and our strongest-n could not bre.k them. ^See.' said they. • this is wha e Six'Nations moan. Divided, a single man may destroy you. United•you are a match for the whole world.' We thank fke Great Godat we are all united: that we have a strong confedera y com'posed of twelve provinces.* These provinces have lighted a .reTtc.,ne, re at Philadelphia, and have sent sixty.five co,.:! rtlspeak and ac in the name of the whole, and consult for the common good of the people, and of you, our brethren of the S x nT.ons and your allies

: the talk of this great council we shdidl'liver to you to-morrow."
'i'he Council having resumed business on the 26th, the proceedmgs wore opened by the Commissioners in the following manner _
' Brothers, Sachkms, and Warriors !_Let this string openyour ears to hear, and incline your hearts to accept, the talk of theweIve Un.ed Colonies, which they have sent to you by the ^deputies. They speak as follows :— "7 "leir

"'Brothers Sachkms, and Warriors :_We. the delegates from

B; R ol l"; H
7'""^^^^ ^^^^ "^'"P-^'"^^' Ma^chuselBa,, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, the^reeower counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, on Dela;are!

Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, now sit-ting in general congress at Philadelphia, send this .alk to you, our
Which were enumerated.

f
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W

I: !



i

It;:

ino APrKNDIX.

brothers. We are sixty-five in number, chosen and appomted by

tl rXp e throughout all these provinces and colon.es, o n.eet and

lu toother in fne great council, to consult together for the co.n-

iMon cood of the land, and speak and act for them.

"
Bkotkkh. :-In our consultation we have judged .t proper and

necessary to send you thi. talk, as we are upon the s.uue .s an

timt vou may be informed of the reasons of tlus great counc. 1. tl o

tuaionof our civil constitution, and our ^^^^^^V^^^^^
our Indian brothers of the Six Nations, and the.r alhes. \

Three

strings, or a small belt.]

^^.....u .-When our fathers
"'BkoTHKRS and TRIENDS, now ATlb.^u. ,,,,'(•

crossed tie .reat waters and came over to this land, ho K.ng of

Eng nd gave them a talk; assuring them that they and the.r ch -

dren should be his children, and that if they would leave the. n -

tive cmmtry and make settlements, and live here, and buy and s.

and trade with their brethren beyond the water, they sho..ld t.

keep hold of the same covenant chain and enjoy peace. An t

tas covenanted that the fields, houses, goods, and possess.ons, wh.ch

Zflers should acquire, should remain to them as the.r own, and

be their children's for ever, and at the.r sole disposal.

. 'Trussing that this covenant should never be broken, our fa-

thers clme a great distance beyond the water, laid out the.r money

l.erl! hThou'ses, cleared fields, raised crops, and through the.r own

\«hnr and industry grew tall and strong.

r^rhey have bought, sold, and traded with England, according o

agreeme/t ; sending'to them such things as they -"^e^.^^j^^^^

in exchange such things as are wanted here. Ihe K.ng ot bng

and and hTs people kept the way open for more than one hundred

vel and by our trade became richer, and by a un.on with us,

*
'g:e:;;r and stronger than the other kings and people who Uve be-

'":;'ln thi^'^me they lived in great friendship with us. and we

with them : for we are brothers—one blood.

1"
Whenever they were struck, we instantly felt as though the

blow had been given to us_their enemies
--^^J^^J^^^, ,^,

".Whenever they went to war, we sent our men to stand .^.v

theirl and fightfor them, and our money to help them and nuike

hem strong. That we have done this, Brothers, you have been all

Se to in the last war. You know we assisted them .n taku g

Ca a, Cataroqui, Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and Canada
;

and

ia Iv when they had no more enemies upon th.s .sland, we went

to figluTand helped them to take many large islands that lay .n
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the hot countnes. where they pot more than timfv earUluads ofsilver. 1 hey thanked us for „ur love, and sent us good tok n ndrenewed their promise to ho our people forever- and vl ei ewar was over they said, children, we th.-nk you that vou h ehelped to make us great. Wo know (hat it has cost you a gr Itdeal ot money
; and therefore, chii.lren, wo give you a Lent thayou may mainlain your warriors.

' '

VM." rr'"""' ?." »*^«'«N„s.on.NA Kmn KAR.-VVe will now tellou ot the quarrel betwixt the counsellors of Kin. George and hehabitants and colonies of America.
^

"• Many of his counsellors uro'proud and wicked men. Theypersuade the King to break the covenant chain, and not to send usany more good talks. A considerable number lave prevailed upon
.". to enter into a new covenant against us, ancLve to ^ alder and cast behind their backs the good old covenant wh ch the"uneestors and ours entered into and took strong hold of.

Ihey now tell us. (hey will slip their hands into our pocket^^>thout asking, as though it were their own: and at their plea-e they will take from us our charters or written c v „st iu."t.on. which we love as our lives; also our plantations. ouZl;and goods, whenever they ploaso, without asking our I ave Sour vessels may go to M». island in the sea, buf to this or hat^t.cular island we shall not trade any more. And. in case of ournon-compliance with these now orders, they shut up our h^

the"Iws"" ^"i^^''"
"r ''^""'^ -»-tion-thus have many ofthe King 8 counsellors and servants dealt with u. If we submitor comply with their demands, you can easily .erceivlto I Jasate we will be reduced. Ifour people lab^r'on the fie .^ywill not know who .hall enjoy ,he crop; if they hun. in the

t"r kin^.l 'th Tr!T '''" •^""" '-'^^f the 'meat oh
^.e skins; .f they bu.ld houses, they will not know whether theymay sit round the fire with their wives and children; they can^

th ':j::rT
'

'':v"""
"^ ""'"'"^^ '» -^^ ^-'^' -d'^earthe truits of their own labor nnd industry.

unln ""'."'"A^'*''
^.""''"' "" ''"'^ ^'^ N^"''''^' A"''^" J-Weupon t us island have often spoke and Intreated the Kin.. and.his ser

between us; that we cannot part with, or lose our hold of, the oldcovenant chain, which united our fathers and theirs; that we want^r^ghten t is c ain. and keep the way open as ou'r father!2ttotwe want to l.vo with them nsbrotners; labor, trade, trave!

!#>•

'I

'
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abroad, ent and drink in peace. We linvo often asked them to love

U8, and live in sucli riiendsliip witii usnstiieir fathers did with ours.

"' Wc told them again, that we judged we were exceedingly in-

jured, that they might an well kill us as take away our property

and the necessaries of life. We have asked why they treat us

thus? What has l)ecome of our repeated addresses and supplica.

tions to them ? Who hath shut the ears of the King to the cries of

his children in America? No soft answer—no pleasant voice from

beyond the waters has yet sounded in our ears.

"' Hrotiikkb,—Thus stands tlie matter betwixt Old Knglnnd and

America. You, Indians, know how things are projiortioiied in a

family between the father and the son—England wo regard as

the father, this island may be compared as the son.

"' The father has a numerous family, both at home and upon this

island ; he appoints a great nuuher of servants to assist him in the

government of his family ; in process of time, some of his ..ervants

grow proud and ill-natured—they were displeased to sec the hoy so

alert, and walk on so nimbly with his pack ; they tell the fatiie r,

and advise him to enlarge this child's pack—they prevail ; the pack

is increased, the child takes it up again ; as he thought it might be

the father's pleasure, speaks but few words, those very small, for he

was loth to otTend the father. Those proud and wicked servants,

finding they had prevailed, laughed to see the boy sweat and stag.

ger under his increased load. By and by they apply to the father

to double the boy's pack, becaise they heard him complain ;
ond

without any reason said they, he is a cross child, correct him if he

complains any more. The boy intreats the father, and addresses

the great servants in a decent manner that the pack might be light,

cned ; he could not go any farther ; humbly asks if the old fathers,

in any of their records, had described such a pack for the child;

after all the tears and intreaties of the child, the pack is redoubled

;

the child stands a little while staggering under the weight, ready to

fall every moment; however, he intreats the father once more,

though so faint he could only lisp out his last humble supplication-

waits awhile—no voice returns. The child concludes the father

could not hear—those proud servants had intercepted his supplica-

tions or stopped the ears of the father. He therefore gives one

struggle and thr6ws off the pack, and says he cannot take it up

again, such a weight will crush him down and kill him, and he

can but die if he refuses.

"'Upon this, those servants are very wroth,, and tell the father

many false things respecting the child j they bring a great cudgel
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ihild "

^'"'"'' "'''"^ '"'" '° *"'*° •' '" '"^ '"^"'^ «'"d "fike the

•• • Tlu-8 may serve to illustrate tl.e present condition of the Kinir'gAmerican suhjects or children. ^
"'Amidst these oppressions, wo now a,.,| then heard a mollifvlnffand revmng vo.ce from some of the King'« wise counsellors who«reourtr.ends«„d feel our distressc-s ; when they heard our co^Phunts and our cries, they applied to the King

; thev also told tZow.cked servants that tins child .„ America wts not'u cross .yU
was nt^ectod, .1 would soon assun.e the voice of a «,an, plead for

-IJuoTH.Hs, LISTEN !_Notwithstanding all our intreaties wehave but httle hope the lung will send us "any more go d 1"s Zreason of lus evd counsellors
; they have persuaded hil to end anar.nyot sol .ers, and many ships of war, to roh and destroy ,1They have shut up many of our harbors, seized and taken into possess.oa many of our vessels

: the soldiers have struck tie blowklle «omeot our people; the blood now runs of the American'children
;

they have also burned our houses and towns, and takenmuch ot our goods. [A Mack belt.]

"•BEorHEKs!_We are now necessitated to rise, and forced tofight, or g.ve up our civil constitution, and run away and lea ouriarms and houses behind us. This must not be. sLe th K „glwicked counsellors W.I1 not open their ears, and conside-ourl
complaints and the cause of our weeping, and have given the blowwe a., determined to drive away the King's soldifr^ and to kUl'and destroy all those wicked men we find in arms against the peaceof the Twelve United Colonies upon this island. VVe think "urcause IS ju-st

;
therefore we hope God will be on our side. VVe do noe up the hatchet and struggle foi honor and conqi-est. but to ma „ta n our civil constitution and religious privileges, the very samefor which our forefathers left their native land and came toZcountry. [A black belt.]

° "*'*

" ' Bhothees and Fbiends !-We desire you will hear and receivew at we have now told you, and that you will open a good dndhs en to what we are now going to say. This 'is a faTy quar^tbetween us and Old Enfflanrl "•.„ i j-
" '«"»iy quarrel

it Wp Hon'; u
^"S'^"''-

.

' °"' l^dims, are not concerned in

Lrw" y«" to take up the hatchet against the King'atroops. \Ve desire you to remain at home, and not join either side •

but keep the hatchet buried deep. In the name and behalf of all

H

i
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our people, we nsk and desire you to love peace and maintain it»

and love and sympathize with us in our troubles ; that the path may

be kept open with all our people and yours, to pass and re-pass with-

out molestation.

" ' Brothers !—We live on the same ground with you. The

same island is our common birthplace. Wo desire to sit down

under the same tree of peace with you ; let us water its roots and

cherish its growth, till the large leaves and nourishing branches

shall extend to the setting sun, and reach the skies.

" ' Brothers, observe well !—What is it we have asked of you ?

Nothing but peace, notwithstanding our present disturbed situation
;

and if application should be made to you by any of the King's

unwise and wicked ministers to join on their side, we only advise

you to deliberate with great caution, and in your wisdom look for-

ward to the consequences of a compliance. For if the King's

troops take away our property, and destroy us who are of the same

blood with themselves, what can you, who are Indians, expect from

them afterwards ? [A white belt.]

"'Brothers OF the Six Natio>s!—When we perceived this

island began to shake and tremble along the Eastern shore, and the

sun darkened by a black cloud which arose from beyond the great

water, we kindled up a great council-fire at Philadelphia ; and we

sat around it until it burnt clear, and so high that it illuminated

this whole island. We renewed our hold upon the old covenant

chain, which united and strengthened our ancestors, and whicli

was near slipping out of our hands before we had kindled this

great council-fire at Philadelphia. We have now taken fast hold,

nor will we let it go without a mighty struggle, even unto death.

"'Brothers:—We are now Twelve Colonies, united as one

man. We have but one heart and one bund. Brotliers, this is our

Union Belt. By this belt, we, the Twelve United Colonies, renew

the old covenant chain by whicii our forefathers, in their great wis-

dom, thought proper to bind us and you, our brothers of the Six

Nations, together, when they first landed at this place ; and if any

of the links of this great chain should have received any rust, we

now brighten it, and make it shine like silver. As God has put it

into our hearts to love the Six Nations and their allies, we now

make the chain of friendship so strong, that nothing but an evil

spirit can or will attempt to break it. But we hope, through the favor

and mercy of the Good Spirit, that it will remain strong and bright

while the sun shines and the water runs. [Delivered the Union belt.]

"• Brothers:—It is necessary, in order for the preservation uf

Vn
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friendship between us and our brothers of tlie Qiv v
their aUies that a rree and .utua. interco:r:iXr ti::us. Therefore the Twelve United Colonies, by this M r!levery difficulty that may lie in the great road tl nl\ ?
the .niddle of our country; and we ^m also cL , n" r^Mthe small roads that lead into the great one Wo wil iZ
every thorn, briar, and stone, so tljwhe. 2y J Jto 1°

^

w.thanyof t e.r brethren of the Twelve United Colonic" t^evmay pass safely without being scratched or bruised. J roth ;« heroad .s now open for our brethren of the Six Nation Mijall.e
,
and they may now pass and repass as safely a„d ;

, l" a l!rwe ve Un.ted Colonies themselves ; and we are iurther uotJ^^n! nby the ass.stance of God to keep our roads open a„d^ZtS.X Nations and the.r alhes, as long as this earth ren.ains. [Pa^
•'

'

Bkothkrs !-We have said we wish you Indians ,nay continuem peace wUh one another, and with us the white pe r L tu!becaufous .„ our behavior toward each other at t is t caF ateof affairs. Th.s .land now trembles, the wind whistles 1^ . ain tevery quarter; let us fortify our minds, and shut our 0^,^ a Jaintalse rumors; let us be cautious what we receive fo t u" . S espoken by w.se and good men. If any thing disugreoa lo «
"

Jever fall out ^twe.„ us the Twelve United Colonies, u y LS.xNat.ons to wound our peace, let us imu.ediately seek ni ureafor he^hng the breach. From the present situation of «u aZ/we judge
. w.se and expedient to kindle up a small counci .fire

";
Albany, where we may hear each other's voioo ..„,!

"
,

^'

minds more fully to one another." lAsLZeiu
"

"• Therefore we say. Brothers, take care-hold fast to your covenantcha.n You know our disposition towards you. the S ,1^ons of Indians, and you. allies. Let this our good t Ik remui, aOnondaga, your central council.house. We depend upon yo to

the nver St. Lawrence, that you have this talk of ours at the irreatcouncl-fire of the Six Nations. And when you return wo inviteyour great men to come and converse farther wiU 7 t Ilbanvwhere we .ntend to re-kindle the council.fire. which yan^oj^'ancestors sat around in great friendship. Brothers ald}rM /
"

' We greet you all.

r-ri ,
"'FAUEWKLL."'

1 1 he large bcU of inteUiirence and declaration
]

'^
i

•;

^
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Such was the talk transmitted to the Six Nations by the Commis-

sioners from Congress. The process of communication to the In-

dians, through interpreters, is very slow. Every tiling must be per-

formed with great deliberation, and the Indian language is composed

of such lengthened compounds, that the labor of delivering and

translating a speech is exceedingly tedious. The delivery of this talk

from Congress occupied the business hours of two days. At the

close, Kanaghquaesa, one of the Chiefs, replied :

—

" Bkotheks,—VVe have sat round, and smoked our pipes at this

our ancient place of kindling up our council-fires. VVe have heard

all you have said, and have heard nothing but what is pleasant

and good. As you have communicated matters of great impor-

tance to us, we will sit down to-morrow and deliberate coolly upon

them ; and the day following will give you answers to every thing

you have laid before us."

Having convened again on the 31st of August, Little Abraham,

the Mohawk Sachem, spoke, in answer to the Commissioners, as

follows :

—

" Brothers, Great Men deputed by the Twelve United Co-

lonies, ATTEND !—We are this day called to meet you in council,

in order to reply to what you said to us. We hope we need not

recapitulate the whole of your discourse. We siiall only touch

upon each head. At our last conference in this house, we promis-

ed to return you our answer the day but one following. We did

not do it, and we mean to make you an a|)ology. We hope you

have taken no offence. We were not prepared by that time, and

that was our reason. Brothers, you informed us tliat there was a

great council of sixty-five members convened at Philadelphia, and

that you were appointed by them to deliver a talk to the Six Na-

tions. It seems you, our brothers, having a desire to rekindle a

council-fire, took to your assistance the descendants of Quedar,

and have kindled u; a council-fire that shall never be extinguislied.

To which the Six Nations reply : This you have done by order of

the great Council at Philadelpliia. We are glad to hear the news.

It rejoices our hearts, and it gives exceeding joy through all the

Six Nations.

" Brothers,—As you desired your belts might not be returned,

but be deposited at our central Council House, we sliall only make

use of them to refresh our memories, and speak upon them as we go

on with our answers. Brothers, we shall not recite every particular,

as we before mentioned. You ol)served, when these commotions

first began, a council of sixty-fivc mcm|}er8 convened together at

• .^'
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ic, we promis.

Phi aclelph.a
;
and you put us in mind of what Cannassat.effo formerly sa.d at Lancaster rcspecfin. the necessity of a union a.non.}ou. An old sachem, a brother of Cannassateego, is here present"and remembers the words of his brother. You illustrated the noros*

s.ty and use of a union by one and twelve arrows. 1„„ said vour
grandHithers had mculcnted this doctrine into their children Yousad that as the tree of peace was formerly planted at this placeyou desired that the Six Nations might come down, and sit inder'
It, and water its roots, till the branches should flourish and reach
to heaven. This the Six Nations say .hall be done. Brotherswe need only remind you of a few of the things you said to us, asyou have them all written down. You informed us, that by an an-
cient covenant with the King of England, you were to enjoy thesame privileges with the people on the other side of the greal wa
ters. that for a long time you did enjoy the same privileges, by
which means you and your brethren over the water both became a
great people; that lately, by advice of evil counsellors, you aremuch oppressed, and had heavier packs put upon you than you could
bear

;
that you have frequently applied to be eased of your' burthen

but could obtain no redress; that finding this the case, you had
thrown off the packs. The Six Nations thank you for acquainting
them with your grievances, and the methods taken to obtain redress
You likewise informed them of what resolutions you had formed in
consequence of these matters.

" Brothers,—After stating your grievances, and tellin<r us you
had not been able to obtain redress, you desired us to take^no part
but bury the hatchet. You told us it was a family quarrel -and
therefore said, « You Indians, sit still, and mind nothing but peace '

Our great man. Col. Johnson, did the same thing at Oswego • he
desired us to sit still likewise. You likewise desired us, that if ap
plication should be made to us by any of tiie King's officers we
would not join them. Now, therefore attend, and apply your ears
closely. We have fully considered this matter. The resolutions
ofthe Six Nations are not to be broken or altered. When they
resolve, the matter is fixed. This, then, is the determination of the
Six Nations, not to take any part; but as it is a family affair, to sit
still and see you fight it out. We beg you will receive this as infal.
lible, It being our full resolution ; for we bear as much affection
for the King of England's subjects on the other side the water, as
we do for you, born upon this island. One thing more we request,
which IS, that you represent this in a true light to the delegates
trom all the Colonies, and not vary ; and that vou -'..s.^rve the same

|r,[
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regard for truth wlien yoii write to the King about these matters

for we have ears, and shall hear, if you represent any thing in a

wrong point of light. We likewise desire you would inform our

brotliers at Boston of onr determination.

" BiioTiiicns,—It is a long time since we came to this resolution.

It is (lie result of mature deliberation. It was our declaration ta

Col. Johnson. We told him we should take no part in the quarrel,

and iioped neither side would desire it. Whoever applies first, wo

shall lliink in the wrong. The resolutions of the Six Nations are

not to be broken. Of the truth of this you have a late instance.

You know wiiat tlie Shawanese have lately been engaged in. They

applied to us for assistance, but we refused them.* Our love for

you has induced us not to meddle. If we loved you less, we should

have been less resolute.

«» BuoTHEKs,—You likewise informed us, that when you perceived

tliis island began to tremble, and black clouds to arise beyond the

great water, you kindled up a great fire at Philadelphia, a fire which

elione bright and clear to your utmost settlements ; that you sat

round that fire, deliberating what measures to pursue for the common

good ; that while sitting round it you recollected an ancient cove-

nant made between your fathers and ours when they first crossed

the great water and settled here, which covenant they first bkened

to a chain of iron. But when tliey considered that iron would

rust, they made a silver chain, which they were always to rub and

keep bright, and clear of spots. This they made so strong, that an

evil spirit could not break it. This friendship.chain you have now

renewed. This covenant is to continue to future generations. We
are glad you have thought proper to renew this covenant, and the

whole Six Nations now thank you. This covenant-belt you desire

us to deposit at our central council-house, that future generations

may call to mind the covenant k:,w made between us. You may

depend we shall send and inform all our neighboring council-fires

of the matters now transacted. We close, with the whole Six Na-

tions repeating their thanks that you have renewed the covenant

made between their forefathers and yours.

" Brotiieks, attend !—As you had renewed the ancient cove-

nant, you thought proper to open the path, and have a free com.

munication with this place. As the fire had for some time been

put out, the path had got stopped up. You removed all obstruc-

• In (he affai- cf Col. Cresap and Logan, and (he [ndian war (hat followed, the

Mohnwks were not engaged. The Cayugaa and Senecas were.
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hons out of the great roads and ,„uhs, all stones and briars; so that
If any of us chose to travel the road, we should neither meet withany obstruction, or hurt ourselves. Brothers, we thank vou for
opening the road. You likewise informed us you were determined
o drive away, destroy, and kill all who appeared in arms a^niinst
the peace ot the Twelve United Colonics. Brothers, attend." We
beg of you to take care of what you do. You have just nownmde a good path

;
do not so soon defile it with blood. There are

".any round us. Caghnawagas, who are friends to the king. Ourpa h of peace reaches quite there. We beg all that distance may
not be defiled with blood. As for your quarrels to the Eastward,
along he sea-coasts, do as you please. But it would hurt us to see
those brought up in our own bosoms ill-used. In particular, wewould mention the son of Sir William Johnson. He is bor,. au.on.
us, and IS of Dutch extraction by his mother. He minds his ow.^
affairs, and does not intermeddle in public disputes. We would
hkew.se mention our father, the minister, who resides amon.. theMohawks, and was sent them by the King. He does not meddle in
civil affairs, but instructs them in the way to heaven. He abso-
lutely refuses to attend to any political matters, and says thev do
not belong to h.m. They beg he may continue in peace among
them. The Mohawks are frequently alarmed with reports that
their mmister IS to be torn away from them. It would occasion
great disturbance was he to be taken awav. The King sent him
to them and tliey would look upon it as taking away one of theirown body. Therefore they ajrnin request that he may continue to
live in peace among them.*

" BROTHERs,-After having informed us of the situation of aff^airs,
and having finished your business, you advised us to shut our ears
against false reports, and that we should not attend to flying
stories, but to what wise and good men should say; for which rea
son you had kindled up a council.fire at this place, that we .ni..ht
always converse together, and know the truth of things. Your bro
thers of the Six Nations say, • Let it be so ; it shall be as you desire.'They thank you for this advice, and desire you would use the same
precautions; that you would shut your ears to flying stories, but
keep your eye upon the chief council, such as you see now con
vened. The Six Nations desire you would always inform them
fully of what respects them. We have, for this purpose, opened ou.

Canada!"

^^''''"""^ ''" '^' ^'"' ^'' ^'"""'''' ^^"^ '^'''''''^ '<""''^«d '» Upper
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ciirs nntl purified our minds, that we may always hear and receive

wlmt you have to say with good and clean minds; and whenever

wo receive any important intelligence, v/e shall always bring it to

tliis council. fire.

" DuoTiiKKs :—You delivered us this pipe ; on one side the tree of

poucc, on the other a counciUfire ; we Indians sitting on one side

of the fire, and the representatives of the twelve United Colonies

upon the other. You have desired that tliis pipe may be left at

cur cnntral counciUhouse, and that the tree of peace may be planted,

iitid tiiat the branches may be so high as to be visible to all our

allies. Brothers, we thank you, and shall take care to deposit this

where you desire, and when we meet to deliberate upon business,

tihall always use this as our council-pipe.

" Brothers, attbnd !—In the course of your speech you ob.

served, we of the Six Nations were a wise people, and saw a great

way before us : and you asked us, if you upon this island were con-

quercd, what would become of the Indians ? You say you are un^

curtain of holding your possessions, and that you do not know who
moy enjoy the product of your labor. Now, therefore. Brothers,

attend; you particularly, our Brothers of Albany ; we address our-

selves particularly to you. Our Brothers of Albany have taken two

pieces of land from us without any reward, not so much as a single

pipe. We therefore desire you will restore them, and put us into

peaceable possession again. If you refuse to do this, we shall look

upon the prospect as bad ; for if you conquer, you will take us by

the arm, and pull us all off. Now, therefore, as the twelve United

Colonies have renewed this covenant of peace, we beg that there

may be no obstruction upon your part, but that you would restore

our lands to us ; for which, as we said before, you never paid us

oven a single pipe.

" Brothers :—You have now finished your business, and we

have made short replies. You have kindled up a council-fire of

peace, and have planted a tree of peace, according to ancient cus-

tom. We find that you have omitted one thing, which is this :—Ac
cording to our ancient custom, whenever a council-fire was kindled

up, and a tree of peace planted, there was some person appointed to

wr« tch it. Now, as there is no person appomted to watch this tree,

wu of tlie Six Nations take it upon us to appoint one. Let it be

the descendant of our ancient friend, Quedar. He has to consider

whether he will take the charge of it, and communicate to us what-

ever may respect it. He that watches this council.fire is to be

Vrovided with a wing, that he may brush off all insects that como
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near i,, and keop it clear. That is the custom at our central conn-
cil-house. We have one appointed for that purpose

.l^Tr^'Vr^" T" '•"'" "^'^ "^'"y •^"^^^^'^ ^''« •''"•^i^nt cove.
nant of friendship, and have again brightened the ancient chainrenew likewise another ancient custom respecting the regulation of
rade. Let us have a trade at this place, and likewise at Schenec-
tady, as It was in former times when we had hold of the old covenant,lor then. Brothers, if our people came down with only a towmusquash skins we went home with glad liearts. Brotheis, let it

tZ "^» "•
r f/*;'

'r^''
^"''^'^ ^'''""'^^ '"ke this into consi.

deration." [A belt of ten rows of wampwn.]
Abraham, the Mohawk, having concluded, Tiahogwando, an Om^i.da sachem, succeeded iiim as follows :—
" Bkothkrs :-This is all the Six Nations have to sav at present.They would just mention one thing more before they break up. The

Six Nations ook upon this as a very good time to speak their minds,
as here are the representatives of the twelve United Colonies. The
dispute between the peopleof New-England and Penn seems to us tobecome a serious affair, and therefore the Six Nation:, take uponthem to speak their minds freely, as they address the inhabitant o.the whole continent.* Many years ago, at a council held in Penn.
s: Ivania. when Cannassateego, that has been before mentioned, was
present, Penn desired the Six Nations would sell him that piece otand known by the name of Scanandauani, or Susquehannal . TheIndians o the Six Nations refused to sell it. saying, the great God

thtuand k'"™l'r-
'"""'"''^ '"^y"'-"'' l-n a .resent othat land known by the name of Scanandanani. Penn received itand made them valuable presents. After this. Colonel Lvdius, a

he In ,ans to get that land from them. But he never kindled up a
co"nc.l-fire upon the occasion. He spoke to them whenever hemet them

;
never with more than ten. From these he pretended tomake a purchase of t at tract. Gov. Penn, also, at the great treatv

h s. and distributed among the Six Nations, Shawanese and ctigh-nawagas, ten thousand dollars, for which they gave him a writing.This IS an affair with which all the Six Nations are acquainted, an^iany one would he who said they knew nothing about it. We haveaken an opportunity to speak of this matter now, as the mind ofthe whole continent .s now here." * * * *

*yWank'o!"n:jr "',> 'T^
'"'' ''!•"" ^°"'™^^f«y between Connecticut and Pen,.,.ylvania respecUng t!ie Icrntory of Wyoming, of which more hereafter.

29
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At this point the proceedings were iifljoiirned over to the next

day, being the 1st of September, when the Commissioners made the

following reply :

—

" Bbothf.rs of the Six Nations, attf.xd !—We yesterday

heard with pleasure yoiir answer to the twelve United Colonies, and

we return thanks to the great Governor of the universe that he has

inclined your hearts to approve and accept the brotherly love offered

to you by tlie twelve United Colonies. It makes us happy to hear

so wise and brave a people as our brothers of the Six Nations are,

publicly declare their unalterable resolution to maintain and support

peace and friendship with the twelve United Colonies. This, Bro-

thers, you have said, and we sincerely believe you. Brothers, we

requested of you Indians of the Six Nations not to interfere in our

quiirrels. We are not in the least doubtful of success, as our

cause is just. We will live or die like men. We can raise an

army of three hundred thousand fighting men, who are brave, and

are determined not to part with their civil and religious privileges.

Therefore we now repeat to you, Brothers of the Six Nations, take

great care of the strong friendship you have now made with the

twelve United Colonies. Let that be your care, and that only.

Peace is what we wish to establish.

" Bkotiikrs of thp Six Nations :—You yesterday told us, that

as the roads in your country were opened for you and your brothers

of the twelve United Colonies to pass and repass, you desired at the

same time that we would not stain the road with blood. Brothers,

be assured we have no intention at present to spill blood in your

country, and we hope it never may happen ; and it never can, pro-

vided those wicked men, who are come so far from home in order to

disturb the peace of the twelve Unit?d Colonies, do not appear in

your country. But as we are determined to be free or die, we must

pursue them until we drive them from off this island, or until they

confirm our ancient privileges. Therefore, Brothers, rest assured,

whatever may happen between us anH our enemies, we never will

injure or disturb the peace of the Six Nations, but preserve invaria-

ble the friendship that is now established, even unto death.

" Brothers :—You also desired yesterday that some of your

friends of our blood should remain in peace, and particularly the

missionary at Fort Hunter, who did not concern himself with the

affairs of this world, but was earnestly engaged in conducting you

to happineus, and instructing you in the reverence due to the great

God who governs the universe. Brothers, such a man we love, and

we are desirous of his remaining quiet and happv with you. We

)'
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in».n,c. you i„ h./go,p.:::;,Zv t. rr„?„7i'/:'""^ness m ll,i. world and llie one to come
* "'''"•

was appointed by the twelve Unito,? r.\
!^'"/""^'^y ''"'t no o„n

tl.e nre that the/have ki„L .; tM Ce \r^"'
""'^ ^^'^'^'^

I>eatcdly told you that thoy had arl.ntodI '"' ''"''^ '•^•

ness it was to attend and preserve tb,Str I'T"''
"''"'' '""

of those five live in thl- / ^'^ ^ ""'^ ^'''"'' ""^l that two

.ho ,.d r;,t:z;;^r:r :,::t;::;rr'™'"; -r
-"

flame bright and clear R...fh !."^V
Colonies, to keep the

derstood Is Lily e aJ^n "'
I
'"' ^"' ^'""'^ ""' '-- ""-

Colonies have ar-^fGenSSjy;;:!'::;:: T^^' .^'flth.g town, to keep the fire b«rnin.r tZu .^ ""'"' *'' "^

country of the Six Nations who 'I. '"'^ '""'"'"'"« ">^ ^^''"'^

it. and sit in peace around i't
" '

''"'*^' ^''^ "" ^^'^^ ^'-^» to

will be done
; so that you mav iZT ^'

I
"^ '"''" '^' ""^ '*

able to returi home wiryomL dsl"
'"" """"'^ '''' ^"^ '-

« Broti,p„^ . V
y""' ?«ods to your entire satisfaction.

P«e between Conn'otiJ" Gov' p^ °"
V

'""""/ '" *"
that we are not authorised to trrief^nv, "°". '"''""' >'"'

p:,e!x:v^:^;^th"e7wet:1;l;"^
,'" -- "-- -^^

nectady."
^ '""' ^^^ "° '^^^Y '<> ^^t off for Sche.

JreZToXX alUpZlf t^^^^lr^'^
^^'^^ ^"^ '"^'-«.

anticipated, when a 1, Z '"-
^'

" '''""'"^ '''' '''"

negotiLonLarltat'inTrXTti'^^^
the " unfinished business » bet veen the n r T.

"''' '""^^^''

of Albany yet to be completrd pt t

"'^ ''" """^^^

arranged for fhe day foIlowinT « fV '"""P"''' " *^°""^'J ^^^^

ers. of the pa^t of tL U.^ 'cff' '" ''' '"' '''^ ^'^'"'"'-'-
P oi rne u nited Colonies, were again in vit,, attend.
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The council wns luld in the Preshyterinn meotinjr.houso. The pre-

liminarics of form having hocn udjiisteti. the Committee of the

Common Council and citizens of Albany, delivered the following

reply to the speech of the Oneida sachem, on the 25th of August :

—

" BnoTHEUS OF THK Six Nations :—We suppose it will not bo

insisted upon to repeat the whole of your speech, as we conceive it

unnecessary, and therefore shall only take notice of the material

parts.

" Brothers :—You said that you was glad to see us at this place

on the 25th August, in consequence of our invitation ; and that you

was glad to see that some sparks of the old council-fire yet remain,

ed, and that you rejoiced, even to excess, to find it so.

" Brothers :—We thank you for your kind congratulations and

salutations at meeting us here, and rejoice in the opportunity you

have given us at this time, of meeting one another in friendship and

peace, to talk of old times and renew our ancient treaty.

" Brothers :—We are happy to find that you so readily accepted

our request to come and see us, and that you have had so much pa

tience, and behaved so orderly during your short play among us.

" Brothers :—At the conference of our deputies with you at the

German Fiatts, they showed you some old belts of wampum, which

you expressed a desire to see. Here are those belts, and we hope

even Time will not wear them out. This is the Belt given by the

Oneida Nation, and is the old covenant between the whole Oneida

Nation and Gorah Queaar. This is the belt that was given by the

Indian Kayinguaraghtoh in behalf of the Six Nations.

" Brothebs attend ;—In your speech, you farther observed that

you had long since taken a resolution to take no active part in the

present contest for liberty. We do not offer to censure you for

your conduct ; but admire your wisdom, pra4se your pacific disposi-

tion, and hope you will have fortitude to maintain and persevere in

it. r^ fte^'-]

"Brothers:—You further said that the roar to the westward,

you heard by the bird, was to be stopped up ; th s matter is beyond

our limits. The commissioners of the twelve United Colonies hav-

ing spoken to you at large about the roads, that they shall be left

open, we entirely agree with them in this ; and therefore shall add

nothing on this point, and return the belt.

" Brothers :—You said further, and delivered us this belt ; that

you was anxious about and concerned for your minister, Mr. Kirk-

land ; and asked our advice about his remaining amiing you, who

we do not see you should be deprived of without your consent, r.av

>!
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"BKOTM«iBi'>—^e know it is ciistomar> , »t the renewt.1 of nny

covenants l>etwt'cn us, that a present should foMow ; we now maka

it known to you, that tlio goods you will receive of the commiHsiori.

crs of the twelve United Colonies are partly ours ; wo pay our pro.

porlionahle part toward hem, so tliat what you receive of them is

from U8 also. Wo are the same. There is no distinc4ion.

" Bhotiiehs :—If our memory <lo not fail m, we think that whf^n

we invited two or three of each of our hrethren of the Six Nations

to come down here, we also desired that you woidd acquaint us of

whot had passed in the congress held at ()swe;;o (which as yet wo

know nothing of.) You say, indeed, y<u are glad we are peacealvly

inclined as well as Col. Johnson ; hut you have told us nothing elso

of what had passed there, which wo had expected, and do wish that

our brothers conceal nothing from us, especially as you called God

to witness for the truth of what you suid.

"Bkotiiers of tiik Six Nations, anu you, the Mohawks in

PAHTicULAH :—We apprehend the bird Tsklelele has been busy

again. He seems to be a mischievous bird, and ought not to he

nourished or entertained. In your answer to the commissioners

you addressed yourselves to the inhabitants of Albany, complaining

•that they had taken from you two peicesof land without giving you

the value of a pipe of tobacco for them ; and that you desired they

would icstore you to the penceable possession of them, and that the

commissioners would look into this matter and afford you relief.

The land you speak of we suppose to be Ticonderoga.

"Brothers:—This is a ma ter foreign to the business we met

upon, and we are not authorised nor qualified to enter upon the

subject, it is a business that belongs to the corporation of Albany)

yet as we may be considered the representatives of the people nt

large, our entire silence may be construed 'nto guilt of the heavy

charge fixed upon us. For your satisfaction as well as of the .'

dience, we will endeavor to show by a few remarks that the accu-

Bation is groundless. The lands alluded to are granted by the char.

ter of A'^fany. We never heard that any of your nation have been

driven ofT those lands ; but you hitherto have and

inrls without the least interruption.

'hs W-. observed before, the matter cannot pro.

' Us, l-ut belontjis to another body ; and therefore

i.i MS is impropi"^ However, give us leave to say,

that, instead of complaining, we think the Mohawks, if they con.

jidered their own interest and that of their posterity, and would bo

candid, must acknowledge the truth of the fact, and rejoice at this

dispossess " or

still enjoy n

"Brotm* a."

perly com- ftef

the applic'it'o ;
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t had
,
heen -o. wh. would have enjoyed those lands n w r'-fl ero

mto.t before proper tr.bunals
; and for your inConna.ion and, 1

"I iiiiH \ ..iony and also to tin- tniniif<.a fib,.., ,.
^

*,,,„„„ ,j
nimiiuH t.iken on a confercnre Im

Ion.es by their commissioners, have oocned nil ^,
^""' ,^""*^'' ^O"

no. -uk. i, ,-,. „„,„,e. .,., ,L co:„::;::i: ;;::::„': ::no. '" » »^." ,„., „„ ,,.„, ,he Ne>. E„,.l,„<l people „.
" ,1

ers --Lust sorin. CM T 7 "^""'^^ *^ y"'"" ^'"""I'^^'on-

bLnt I

' " C«'- Johnson informed us that the New Enjr-and people were near him to take bin, prisoner. Upon which wehke people mto.v.cated, took up our guns and ran to assi h „ 2
1.0 was our supenntendant. But. Brethren, as it happe edttl^manner before mentioned, we hope you will look up n t i th^I.?ht. We, the S.x Nat.ons, have now made and renewed our ancient covenants. The nroPP«Hi„„o • .
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things are therein Ym, f.nhl u
^""^ ^gi-eeable
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"^T

'^"' '"^'^"^
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you say. theVoper body to Z:^7:1^:::'ZIZZ "^
d

"
Vou have referred us to former proceedin l'.'^ 'Z^ :£ ^' ^"^ ^^

BuoTHE^s OK AtBANv :-We the Six Nation. „„w tell you, that
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Taking the hint that the Indians would say nothing except in

due form, the chairman of the committee immediately said :

—

" Brothers of the Six Nations :—We are now ready to hear

it, and should be glad you would inform us."

The Mohawk chief then proceeded :

—

" Brothers of Albany :—You sent for us to inform you of

what passed at Oswego;—but you have not, since we have been

down, desired it. We have been always ready ; and as you have

now asked us, we will now tell you, and think it our duty, as wo

look upon it that God will punish us should we conceal any thing

from you.

" Brothers :—The transactions of that treaty were very public.

The Shawanese were there, and gome from Detroit. Mr. Jonnson

told us, that the fire kindled there was a fire of peace, that all tlie

white people were the king's subjects, and that it seemed they were

intoxicated. Mr. Johnson also told us, that the white people were

all got drunk, and that God's judgment hung over them, but did not

know on which side it would fall. Mr. Johnson farther told us,

that the counciUfire was kindled on account of the present dispute,

and desired us not to interfere, as they were Brothers, and begged us

to sit still and maintain peace. This is what Colonel Johnson told

us at that council-fire. He also said he had his eye on Mr.

Kirkland ; that he was gone to Philadelphia and along the sea-

coast ; that he was become a great soldier and a leader. Is this

vour minister? says he. Do you think your minister minds your

souls? No, by the time he comes to Philadelphia, he will be a

great warrior, and when he returns he will be the chief of all the

Five Nations.

" Brothers :—There were present five people of Detroit, five

from Caughnawaga, and two of the Shawanese. Col. Johnson

told them, that by the time he returned from Canada, they should

have all their men there, and he would then kindle a council-fire ;

and he would also desire them not to take any part in this dispute,

as it was a quarrel between brothers. Mr. Johnson also told them

that this council-fire was kindled upon peace, and that it seemed,

by reason of the white people's intoxication, that God's judgment

hung over them. He also told us that he was going to the Go-

vernor of Canada, who was of a difierent opi; ion from him, but

would talk with him ; and he farther said that he would tell the

Caughnawaga Indians the same he told us, and for that purpose de-

sired that two of each nation might go along, and hear it. He

likewise desired us to consider which way we would have our trade,
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whether up this river, or from Canada H« 4. .1

-red »s, that we should not suffer fo'r wa,^ of ,""' *'"^ "'
not concerned, nor had any hand il h

^""'^'' "" ^« ''^'^

-entfoned sonlething abou't th eo, il
J"""''''-^'""- «° also

t-o fires which you^shall keep your ev'"' ^"
""'' """ "'"'^

down to Albany,! not youlo' ^1; wi d"'
""' " '''' ^"" ^^^

a great many fine stories. We a ve'v tlad"77"''
""' '^"' ^^^

and Col. Johnson's so well agrees.'' ^ ^ "'"' y"""" '""g""g«

Thus ended this grand council with the Six Nnh„ . .last council ever held at Albany with th
*^'\ ^?'"'"''' ""d the

deracy which has U.>e„ denoni; d \,L
*/""' " ""'S'""' «-^-

Indian world.
"«"o""nated the Romur: Uepublic of the

No. III.

[Reference from Page 231.]

By Barrv St. Leger, Esq.,

Commander.in.chiefofa chosen body of troops fro.n M

and fleets which already displa^ in e e^r ter7r" •
""^

power, just.ce, and, when properly sought^ rilZ'J^ZT
""

Ihe cause m which the British arms a^ thus oZtod ^'"^•
the most affecting interest of the human hear „„dM

',"'''''"' *°

vants of the Crown, at first called forth for 1 "'"""'""'y «««-

storing the rights of the constitut nn
''''" '""'''"'«' "'' «•«

their country'and duty LTerre^rrthnth^^ ^^•"' '"^« «^

c.tements which spring from a due senJ of he 'T"""''"
'"•

of mankind. To the eyes and earsTtl^J
^"''""'^ ^'"'''^'^''

public, and to the breast of suffer^ if
^""'''"'''"" ''"' "^ *'««

the melancholy appeal, whlt^r/p 1^l:;,:'-; '7^'' ''

not been made a foundation for the comltoT
''"^?"'"" ^"^

that ever God in his displeasure suff̂ d't
"

timlT
,"' -'"""^

over a froward and stubborn genrrat on [,-1 " ""'"'''^^'^

confiscation of property, persecuUon «n*l .T "'^ ""Pr'^onment,

the inquisitions of^heCiTchuch '" ""'»-««''''"tcd in

enormities that verify th..Zt2 "'"'' """"* ""^ P"'P«^'«
-"'•'^^"attve. Tnosonre inflicted by As.

v

r: I .
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scmblies and Committees, who dare to profess themselves friends

to liberty, upon the most quiet subjects, without distinction of age

or sex, for the sole crime, often for tin sole suspicion, of iiaving ad-

hered in principle to tlie government under wliich they were born,

and to which i)y every tic, divine and human, they owe allegiance.

To consummate these shocking proceedings, ihe profanation of re-

ligion is added to the most profligate prostitution of common rea-

son; the consciences of men are set at nought; and multitudes are

compelled, not only to bear arms, but also to swear sui)jection to an

usurpation they abhor.

Animated by these considerations ; at the head of troops in the

full powers of health, discipline and valor, determined to strike

when necessary, and anxious to spare when possible ; I by these pre-

sents invite and exhort all persons, in all places where the progress

of this army may point, and by the blessing of God I will extend it

far, to maintain such a conduct iis may justify me in protecting

their lands, habitations, and families. The intention of this ad-

dress is to hold forth security, not depredation, to the country.

To those whom spirit and principle may induce to partake the

glorious task of redeeming their countrymen from dungeons, and re.

establishing the blessings of legal government, I offer encourage,

ment and employment; and upon the first intelligence of their asso-

ciations, I will find means to assist their undertakings. The domes-

tic, the industrious, the infirm, and even the timid inhabitants, I am
desirous to protect, provided they remain quietly at their houses

;

that they do not suffer their cattle to be removed, nor their corn or

forage to be secreted or destroyed ; that they do not break up their

bridges or roads ; nor by any other acts, directly or indirectly, en-

deavor to obstruct the operations of the king's troops, or supply or

assist those of the enemy.

Every species of provision brought to my camp will be paid for

at an equitable rate and in solid coin. If, notwithstanding these

endeavors and sincere inclinations to effect them, the frenzy of

hostility should remain, I trust I shall stand acquitted in the eyes

of God and man, in denouncing and executing the vengeance of the

State against the wilful outcasts. Tlio messengers ofjustice and of

wrath await them in the field, and devastation, famine, and every

concomitant horror that a reluctant but indispensable prosecution

of military duty must occasion, will bar the way to their return.

Baury St. Legks.

By order of the Commander-in-chief,

Will. Osb. Hamilton, Secretary.
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No. IV.

[Reference fhom Page 241.1

The fury and cruelty of the Indians and Tories at «nH •

d-ately a^or the battle of Oriskany. is strong,; t'folTnteTo!'

years since in theXoi^^ '^^' '^^-^ ^^^-n

as . respectable n.an, JouZ stfo„:L
""''"

'^
^'^ '''''">'

Any statement of clusLind,f:ll In ff-s^ " ''"^"'""•

be likely to receive a strong coCi:;^:!i!Z:Z::TL:7Tsigned misstatement of facts.
"OHcver, any de.

ab<.e Oriskany on tbe .l, c:^^^^^
^.^e:^^ j'!^!:

bat le he surrendered himself a prisoner to a savage, vlolmd^te
ly gave h.m up to a sergeant of Sir John John.:; 's rti nersoon after winch, a Lieutenant in the Indian department cCe ,J.n company with several other tories, when said' Mr. G i„ i byn me, drew is tomahawk at this deponent, and with a de o persuasion was hardly prevailed on to spare his life H.tV f

dered him of his watch, buckles, spur! &c afj oth" tir'?:"owing his example, stripped him almost naked with a grea nanl"

everv side. That this deponent, on being brought Isefore Mr Buter.Sen. who demanded of him what he ^as fiJ.ting for^ ;hiehthis deponent answered, "he fought for the literty'that' God dNature gave him, and to defend himsolf and deLst connexionsfrom the massacre of savages." To which Butler replied " vou

ZLtT '"'"'"' "'^"'
'

' "''' '"^ «^y'"S' immediately "turedto the savages, encouraging them to kill him, and if they did notthe deponent and the other prisoners should be hanged on a ga Jlows then preparing. That several prisoners were then taken Z-rd toward the enemy's head-quarters with frequent scenes ofhorror and massacre, in which tories were active as well as savages
;
and in particular one Davis, formerly known in TryonCounty on the Mohawk river. That Lieut. Singleton, of Sir jZJotinson's regiment, beine wounded. nnfr«,f.^ .t '"T"^.• tHv nEvagcS to kill

w

1$.
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'I tlie prisoners, which they accordingly did, ns nigh as this deponent

cnn judge, ahout six or seven.

"That Isaac Paris, Esq., was also taken the same road, without

receiving from them any remarkable insult except stripping, until

some tories came up, who kicked and ahnsed him ; after which the

savages, thinking him a notable ofTender, murdered him barbarous.

ly. That those of the prisoners wiio were delivered up to the pro.

vost guards, were kept without victuals for many days, and had

neither clothes, blankets, shelter, nor fire ; while the guards were

ordered not to use any violence in protecting the prisoners from

the savages, who came every day in large companies with knives,

feeling of the prisoners, to know who were fattest. That they

dragged one of the prisoners out of the guard with the most lament,

able cries; tortured him for a long time; and this deponent was in-

formed, by both tories and Indians, that they ate him, as appears

they did another on an island in Lake Ontario, by bones found

there nearly picked, just after they had crossed the lake with the

prisoners. That the prisoners who wyre not delivered up, were

murdered in considerable numbers from day to day round the camp,

some of them so nigh that their shrieks were heard. That Capt.

Mr.rtin, of the batteaux.men, was delivered to the Indians at Oswe-

go, on pretence of his having kept back some useful intelligence.

That this deponent during his imprisonment, and his fellows, were

kept almost starved for provisions ; and what they drew, were of the

worst kind, such as spoiled flour, biscuit full of maggots, and mouldy,

and no soap allowed, or otiier method of keeping clean ; and were

insulted, struck, &c. without mercy by the guards, without any

provocation given. That this deponent was informed by several

sergeants orderly on Gen. St. Leger, that twenty dollars were of-

fered in general orders for every American scalp.

MOSES YOUNGLOVE.
JOHN BARCLAY,

Chairman ofAlbany Committee.^

|II>

No. V.

[Reference from Page 249.]

The following is a copy of the letter addressed to Colonel Ganse-

voort, while under duress in the camp of General St. Leger, by

Colonel Bellinger and Mfljor Frey:—

I. it>
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NGLOVE.

'Sib,

" a o^clocJc P. M.~Camp hcfore Fort Siamoix,

Gth August, 1777 1
It Ks uuh concern we are to acquaint you that this was the

r »e. have een attacked and defeated, with great lo.s of nun. ,ee
.
wounded, and taken prisoner. Our rtgard for your e y

.
d Uves, and our s.ncere adv.ee to you is. if yl, will avoid ineviUtable ru.n and desfuction, to surrender the fori you pretend to lefend aga.nst a formidable body of troops and a good rli of arlery wh.ch we are witnesses of: when, at the sa'me time, you have

thatloIofT"' " "'f i"
'^^p^^^- '^'^ "« ^^"y ^° i"'-- youthat most ofthe principal officers are killed; to wit-Gen Herkimer. Colonels Cox, Seeber, Isaac Paris, Cap'tain Graves and ml"others too tedious to mention. The British army from CanadIbeing now perhaps before Albany, the possession of which niace ofcourse includes the conquest of the Mohawk river and this f! l"

IJie following endorsement is on the back of this letter. « GenSt. Leger on the day of the date of this letter, made a verbal summons of the fort by his Adjutant General and Colonel Butle Tdwho then handed this letter
; when Colonel Gansevoort ^ted anyanswer to a ver al summons, unless made by General St. LeZhimself, but at the mouth of his cannon."

"

county, which would have formed Haac in ,h"!/'" "'''"'^^

that hattlo had it come to hand in season °'n,. 1,1 '''r''.u"'""\'"'"g
"" '"^'^"""^ of

Abraham D. a..ackenboa9 resided in he mI l'"'
"'^"'" """'"^ ^ correspondent,

river, at the breakin.^ ot of the war L vin! f '"""''•" °" ""^ ^•""' ^'^o of the
their lansMaac ns w^ell as he did his own °A "'"•r.«"'«"g 'he Indians, bespoke
Bronkahorse-who, thoShan Indian L.i betThU'n^'" ^'

'^"l
\''"^"'^' "'''"^^

in .be French war tWtber under Sir Wliar^^JfnP'"^'"';!':!''"'^
''"'>' ^^<^ '"^^^^

troubles came on, Bronkahorse called udo, a;^^!!,^' T ^^^ ^evolutionary

suade him to espouse the cause of he K^Ta
^""^"^.""''/''^ a"d endeavored to per-

could never be conquered auaclefdS'rTr/'"- ^'''' ^freat Falher
however, assuring hlr/.hat twtre partinl'as r;i'"f

'^ey parted-tbe Indian,
fought in one war together he had one.Hhnv

," J i "''''' '"'"^''''Sh, since thnj had
no ^,„re of his friend^.ntn 'tl; S.leT Ori ^anf 'fc^.^.ff" K^"^'

^'^
he heard his name called, in the well-known vo^^pS'ri'''^

'h'^kest of the fi^bt.

large tree near bv. He was himself shelfnrr,iK ,
Bronkahorse, from behind a

warrior, he saw hi, Indian friend The httefnnll ''''i
^""^

'/J
'""^'"^ °"' f"' 'he

render, assunn.^ him of kind tr^ntrinV ^
now importuned anackenboss to sur-

-less'he did so, he wo /d neSalTy be kdU"Q^' '"j! "'^°
r""",""?

^'"^ ^h"'
dinn thereupon attempted to kill him P„J

auackenboss refused, and the In-

.endeavorin.Moobtai7the first and be;f Si. T"T 'h«v watched each other, each
..d his half struck^lhftrce l^rLJd ea l/bel^faml- I H "''"'V'" ''T''""'''upon the Indian, auackenhoss then fire,r„n^ l, r j fi""-.'"?

'^""" h's covert
the spot. If wa^ the belief oT Mr 0,,„ I' I

h.s fr.end Bronkahorse fell dead on
th.t battt. equalled that oHerkim.Vcor^^^^^^

'"^

Tk'^",
'"^'

"^ I^" •"""'"V during
'^relv in the oarlv pnrrofVe ^^"1' ^ ^l^rT"^,; Jh.e latter suffJ^red the most s<^

! -1- -.u3^_oin.,nt—ine enemy m the latter part.]

H
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No. VI.

ft'

It-*.

IP'

ii

" Sir,

[Rfference from Page 252.]

" Camp before Fort Stanmix, August. 9, 1777

" Apn>fable to your wishes, I have the honor to give you on pa-

por, tlin mcssape of yesterday, though I cannot conceive, explicit

und luimane as it was, how it could admit of more than one con-

utruction. After tiie defeat of the reinforcement and the fate of

nil your principal leaders, in which, naturally, you built your

hopes ; and having tiie strongest reason from verbal intelligence,

and the matter contained in the letters which fell into my hands,

and knowing thoroughly the situation of General Burgoyne's army,

to l)c confident you are without resource—in my fears and tenderness

for your personal safetj* from the hands of Indians enraged for the

loss of some of their principal and most favourite leaders—I called to

council the chiefs of all the nations ; and after having used every

method that humanity could suggest to soften their minds, and lead

them patiently to bear their own losses by reflecting on the irre-

tricvable misfortune of their enemies, I at last labored the point

my humanity wished for ; which the chiefs assured me of the next

morning, after a consultation with each nation, that evening, at

their fire-places. Their answer, in its fullest extent, they insisted

should be carried by Col. Butler, which he has given in the most

categorical manner. You are well acquainted that Indians never

send messages without accompanying them with menaces on non.

compliance, that a civilized enemy would never think of doing;

you may rest assured, therefore, that no insult was meant to be of-

fered to your situation, by the kin-^'s servants, in the message they

peremptorily demanded to be carried by Col. Butler.

" I am now to repeat what has been told you by my Adjutant Ge.

neral ; 'That provided you will deliver up your garrison, with

every thing as it stood at the moment the first message was sent,

your people shall be treated with every attention that a humane

and generous enemy can give
'

" I have the honor to be. Sir,

" Your most obedient, humble Servant,

" Barry St. Lkger,

" Brig. Gen. of his Majesty^sforces
"
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P S.-I expect an immediate answer, as the Indians are ex-

wiirblVt7?r'.r''';.'''^p"p°^^''''^^j- ^ - ^^-^'j 't
w.ll be attendee wUh very fatal consequences, not only to you andyour garr.son, but the whole country down the Mohawk riv^r^
such consequences as will be very repugnant to my sentiments ofhumanay, but after th.s entirely out of my power to prevent.

" Baiiky St. Leger."
"Col. Gansevooht, commanding Fort Stanwix."

No. VII.

[Reference from Page 253.]

" Camp before Fort Stanwix,. August 13, 1777.
" To the Inhabitants of Tryon County.

"Notwithstanding the many and great injuries we have re.
ceived in person and property at your hands, and being at the head
of victorious troops, we most ardently wish to have peace restored
to this once happy country; to obtain which, we are willing and
desirous, upon a proper submission on your parts, to bury in obli-
v.on all that is past, and hope that you are, or will be, convinced in
the end that we were your friends and good advisers, and not .uch
wicked, designing men, as those who led you into error, and alniost
total ruin. You have, no doubt, great reason to dread the resent,
ment of the Indians, on account of the loss they sustained in the
late action, and the mulish obstinacy of your troops in this gar.
rison, who have no resource but in themselves

; for which reasons
the Indians declare, that if they do not surrender the garrison with
out further opposition, they will put every soul to death,—not only
the garrison, but the whole country,-without any regard to age, sex
or friends

;
for which reason it is become your indispensable duty'

as you must answer the consequences, to send a deputation of
your principal people, to oblige them immediately to what in a
very little time, tl.oy must be forced,-the surrender of the garrison •

in which case we will engage, on the faith of Christians, to protect
ycu from the violence of the Indians.

Surrounded as you are by victorious armies, one half (if not the
ffreatcr part) of fhr- inhabitants friends to government,

w

ithout any
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resource, surely you cannot hesitate a moment to accept the terms

proposed to you by friends and well-wishers to the country.

John Johnson, \

D. VV. Claus, > Superintendents.

John Butler, )

No. VIII.

[Reference from Page 256.]

"By the Hon. Benedict Arnold, ^sy. Major-general and Com-

mander-in-chief of the army of the United States of America on the

Mohawk River.

" VVhereas a certain Barry St. Leger, a Brigadier-general in

the service of George of Great Britain, at the head of a ban-

ditti of robbers, murderers, and traitors, composed of savages of

America, and more savage Britons, (among whom is the noted Sir

John Johnson, John Butler, and Daniel Claus,) have lately appeared

in the frontiers of this State, and have threatened ruin and destruc-

tion to all the inhabitants of the United States. They have also,

by artifice and misrepresentation, induced many of the ignorant and

unwary subjects of these States to forfeit their allegiance to the

same, and join with them in their atrocious crimes, and parties of

treachery and parricide.

" Humanity to those poor deluded wretches, who are hastening

blindfold to destruction, induces me to offer them, and all others

concerned, (whether Savages, Germans, Americans, or Britons,)

PARDON, provided they do, within ten days from the date hereof,

come in and lay down their arms, sue for protection, and swear al-

legiance to the United States of America.

"But if, still blind to their own interest and safety, they obsO-

nately persist in their wicked courses, determined to draw on then;-

selves the just vengeance of heaven and of this exasperated cou'J-

try, they must expect no mercy from either.

" B. Arnold, M. G.

" Given under my hand, Head-quarters, German Flatts, 2t«'A

August, l"??."
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[Refebenck from Page 274.1

Ihe same i„d„|„,,„.e wa, c,(«„dod l„ ,„! w ,

'" "'"'>•

journey., .„<,°w„„. ,l,r„ . t, ^ e, ; . Il f""?'.
"' "'°"'

chased at any price ti.e privilese L ' '^/r,
'""° l""-

my husband. 1 had senj blct ,nv * ? ™ °' """'"S ''"''y

bundle of s„.n.er i^l IZ'SZ^:"' t' ''<'' " •"'""

though! that there was hltlo dou ,1 ot'T''
""""' '""

'
'"«

reaching ..the promised la V'tn „ .ero'n Z,:"""''''''
""" °'

Hudson genera, Burgoyaee^claimed'ri::::; :-«;--;"»
our ,p,r,t, rose mightily. I observed, however, with sl,T. ,f ,

,1'

w,ves ol- the officer, were belbrehand i„li,rmed If „l7,
' "'°

Du.e Ferdinand .::r'h: sZ!W Z^r'?,,:;'-'';'''
"'

husband was among the combatant rrr't.r""" *'"' "^^

and trembled at evfry sho:::::r::.hin7^es': ^^^T^"V"^'a great number of wounded, and, what w^'as still worre'te; of th"'were brought into the house where I was One of h f"
ior Harnage. whose wife was w.th ^i t^^:::^::^::!:,

da! 'w?CltZru?eZt:r^ -^>- '"^-
abroad, for all the transaSs

1 t 'or T ""' ''" '"" '" ''"^•°""'-

before they are officially oivenou order. ^ ',"• "' ^"''"^''^ '"'°^^" '°"g
as much surprised as tifo Generi Burtv

'."
""f

'^ T '°"'" ""' y°" ""' ''«

operations of the ensuin.™ln^"!r'^
was when I tell yo„ .hat the whole

rived, who, no doubt su~d hn,
"'""^ ^"^ '''"'^^ ''"^^ before he ar~

A^::^Z^: '--- ''- -- -^-. -. »„ th; roZ;. observed in tb,

80

%

jfri
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i

whose wife was of oiir acquaintance; and the third, a yoiinf; Enjr.

lish officer called Young. The Major occupied, with Uh wife, a

room close bv to that where I was. He had received a shot thronwh

his body, and suffered exquisite pains. A few days after our ar-

rival, I heard groans in another room, and was told that the young
officer, whom I have just mentioned, was lying there, and that his

recovery was very doubtful. I took much interest in him, as a fa-

mily of his name had shown me great kindness during my stay in

England. He expressed a great desire to see his benefactress, for

so he called me. 1 went into his room, and found him on a thin

bed of straw, for he had lost his whole baggage. He was eighteen

or nineteen years old, an only son, and the nephew of the same Mr.

Young I had knowr; in England. He lamented for his parents'

sake, but said nothing of his sufferings. He had lost much blood,

and the surgeon advised him to submit to the amputation of his

wounded leg; but he would not consent to it, though the limb !'ad

become gangrenous. I sent him pillows and blankets, and my maids

gave him their mattress. I took more and more care of him, and

visited him daily ; for which he thanked me a thousand times. At
last the amputation took place; but it was too late, and he died a

few days afterwards. My room being close to his, and the walls

very thin, 1 heard his last moans.

I occupied a tolerably good house, and had a large room. The
door and the wainscot were of cedar, a sort rf wood which is found

in abundance here : insects are driven away by the smell of it

when it is burned, and it is often used for that purpose; but some

people believe that the smoke of it is injurious to the nerves, and

principally to females in certain situations.

For our farther march, I had caused a calash to be made for me,

in which I could take, not only my cliildren, but also my two fe-

male attendants : and thus I followed the army in the midst of the

troops, who were in great spirits, and sang and long.,u for victory.

We marched through endless forests, and a beautiful district,

though deserted by the inhabitants, who ran away at our approacli

to reinforce General Gates's army. They are naturally soldiers and

excellent marksmen, and the idea of fighting for their country and

their liberty increased their innate courage. My husband was en.

camped with the rest of the army : being myself an hour's ride be-

hind the army, I went every morning to pay him a visit in the

camp, and sometimes I dined there with him, but generally he took

hus dinner in my quarters. There were daily skirmishes with the

enemy, generally of little importance. But my husband could never

rf>



AI'LENDIX.
^g^

sleep without his olothf.^ Ti.-, .1

er. Colon.,! Willi /:,,,'" T"''':,'-
''^ "^ nircndy ^rown rough.

rather too fatiguing ,b / "'7^"' "" '""'-' ^-^^ --c
mo with a chi.t„o' w i ; rrr ': '"" ^^ ''""^'' '"'' '*-

guineas, and wh.ci. I c . 1

1

'"'' '""'"^ ^''"" ^^^^ «•• «'-^

hi-fl.r;„„dri:;: ;:;::^^^^^^^^ /.^ccepte..or

square, was boKun. Surh u 2 I „ "^°'" '^'^"'^ ''''^^

which logs n..uly ot- .,;, f'"^
'" '""'='' '^ block-house, for

••ntorstic: are l :;;;"" «-
f'

^^g^^'-
;

an., if the

warn.. I was .0 take n! It n'
>

" T ' '"^ ^"'"'' '"'^ ^^^^

joiced in it the more, a t „ !,1 ". '" '"'' ''''
= ""'' ^ '-

Cose to the can.,., n. i;!;: T1 :r;:i7t:^';r"' '"^
all at once, on the 7th of f).. 1

^ '""' '"^- ^"^

wnoie ,..;.„, .„e„'l":i:?::- t,:r";i;::: :;-"',"'°

wilh Tiy l,„sb,i„J, I 1,„„„| ,,,.„ „„,„,,,./"•
"'"''• l'"»l'l»»ling

Gene„, , „,,,
,
»,,o.„;'g::: "gj

:;:t:rpt;z'"''°"-to dine w t ;,,e on that dav r r... . ,

fe'^, •-"""»
'"''PS were

and a, .his wa. f,„,„.„, , „,,, ::,"„:;, » -- --"--"^
».y l,a,„ow„rd I ,,,., „ „ ,,„,. Indian,, ^J!,^' ^ , „„? a"5

abnu? ,„ fish.: T„i, n;;:i: : >. ; : "!L"r,"'d"'°'
""•: "-^

home h^CnroI h„a,d r, r,, ,,r pn,» d\l\ ''

""T'*'
«»'

S:.,»:o:';tdX::»d^l:„t:.,,'';:;f™ ^-fpT ?r;.r"'r,""""-"", -
^" ^"''-:o;;:i°u:d":ed. The table, which was ulrc..<ly prepared for dinn.,-

„'

dia.ely „„»„ved and a h„d ,„„»d'i,', iiAtd" .r :'g :,r""^fsat, terrified and trembling, in a corner Tl.,. n
.""'"•

^

al.ra,in„ and . wa. in . „L.i„„„, ZZ;.^^^JZrZhusband might soon also bo broM,rl,f ;„ 1 ,
° '

p. rr., . ^ UK'Ught in, wounded Ke GeneralFraser. That poor General said to the su.-geon, «
tell me the 1, uth

JJ

there no hoper His wound was exactly 'like ^^o WHarnage; he ball had passed through his body. but. unhappily

T

e General, ho had that morning eaten a full breakfast, y whichtie stomach was distende.l, and the hall, as the surgeon remai 1passed directly through it. I heard of.en. amidst his groans suoh

TeZn r^?l"
'""" ''""^'' '"''*"" ^^'''^h he desired that Ge-neral B.rgoyne should be roqueted to have him buried the next

•1

*j »
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dny» nt six o'clock in the evening, on a hill whore a brenst-work had

been constructed. I knew not what to do : the entrance and all

the rooms were full of sick, in consequence of the dysentery which

prevailed in the camp. At length, toward eveninjr, my husband

came; and from that moment my affliction was mu<;h soothed, and

I breathed thanks to tiod. He dined with me and tlieaids-de-camp

in great haste, in an open space in the rear of the house. We poor

females had been told that our troops had been victorious ; but I

well saw, by the melancholy countenance of my husband, that it

was quite the contrary. On going away, he took me aside to tell

me every thing went badly, and that I should prepare myself to de-

part, but without saying any thing to any body. Under the pre-

tence of removing the next day to my new lodgings, I ordered the

baggage to bis packed up. Lady Ackland's tent was near ours.

She slept there, and spent the day in the camp. On a sudden she

received news that her husband was mortally wounded and taken

prisoner. She was much distressed ; we endeavored to persuade

her that the wound was not so dangerous, but advised her to ask

permission to join her husband, to take care of him in his sickness.

She was much attached to him, though he was rude and intempe-

rate ;
yet he was a good officer. Slie was a lovely woman. I di-

vided the night between her whom I wished to comfort, and my
ciiiidren who were asleep, but who, I feared, migiit disturb the poor

dying General. He sent me several messages to beg my pardon for

the trouble he thought be gave me. About 3 o'clock [ was in-

formed that he could not live much longer, and as I d. .lot wish to

be present at his last struggle, I wrapped my children in blankets,

and retired into the entrance hall. At 8 o'clock in the morning he

expired.

« ^t ^t if i>L !«: :lf :tt * *

Orders had already been issued that the army should break up

immediately after the funeral, and our calashes were ready. I was

unwilling to depart sooner. Major Harnage, though hardly able

to walk a step, left his bed, that he might not remain in the bos.

pital, upon which a flag of truce had been erected. When he saw

me thus in the midst of danger, he drove my children and female

attendants into the vehicle, and told me that I had not a moment to

lose. I begged to be permitted to remain a little longer. " Do

what you please," replied he ;
" but your children I must at least

save." This touched my most tender feelings : I sprang into the

carriage, and at 8 o'clock we departed.

Profound silence had been recommended to us ; large fires were
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3 fires were

ligbfe^l, and many tents wore ha untoncho.l. ,o roMr...!
mont from the enemy. Wo proceeded o„ o l^^ Z^^Z ""''T
Fredericn was nfrnid. and he-^an to crv •

I wL . ,

"'"''*•

Jmndkorchiefto her mouth.
°'" '" ^''^

"

^ "^^ ^^''''^-i ^^ l-res^ a

Wo were halted nt six o'clock in thf momin,, t

n-nn.ement. General B,.r«oyne order, thar,'^;;.. ::,
^''"""'

."an„e.andtohaveitco.mted. T,. .J];:;:^:^:^Z:::s a few ...archcs more would have ensured our safetv. My s

^y«..uld.. In .e mean time Cal^^^^V^;::;:.::::--
nckot hook, conta.n.n, hank notes, and Captain Geisma;. a beaut

I .atch, a nng. an.l a well-provided purse, requesting me to ke pthem, winch I prom.sed to do to the last. At lengtir we ecom.nouced our march
;
hut scarcely an hour ha<l elapsed lie t^e"arn.y was agam hailed, because the enon.y was in siJ t TI

^vere hut two hundred in number, who came n rornf ,

^'^

^vho ndght easily have been taken' had noT^enlr ;::;' ^s|.ll.s presence of m.nd. The rain fell i„ torrents. Lad" Aekand had caused her tent to ho fixed up. I again su..esh d to herthe propr.ety of rejoining her husband, to wl.om shT mi.: t Jgreat serv.ce .n .ns present situation. Yielding to my acFvice shesent a message to General IJurgoyno, through his aid-d^'a
Lor.l Pelersha.n, to beg h.s permission to leave tho army I tnl.Iher that she need only insist upon it, and she would certni'nly sue-ceed The Rev. Mr. Brudenel accompanied her, and they Znttogether m a boat with a flag of truce, to the enemy. There is awelUknown and fine engraving of that event. I afterward metw. h ady Ackland at Albany, when her husband was ah."
entirely recovered

; and both thanked me for my advice On tho
9th, it rained terribly the whole day; neverthdess we 'kept our
selves ready to march. The savages had lost their courale, and"ey walked off. n all directions. The least untoward event ^.adethem d.sp.r.ted, especially when there was no opportunity for
plunder. ' -**********
We reached Saratoga about dark, which was but half an hour's

march f.om the place where we had spent the day. I was quite
wet, and was obliged to remain in that condition for wont of a
place to change my apparel. I seated myself near the fi.e and
undressed the child,-en, and we then laid ourselves upon so.ne straw.
1 asked General Phillips, who came (o see how ! was:, why we did

;*!!
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not continue our rctroaf, my Ir.ishnnd havinnf plc(l<;ed himsolf to co.

vcr the movement, and to bring off the army in safety, " My poor

lady," said he, "you astonish me. Tlioiigh quite wet, you have so

much courage as to wish to go farther in this weather. What a

pity it is that you are not our commanding general ! He com.

plains of fatigue, and has determined upon spending the night here,

and giving us a supper." It is very true that General Bnrcroyne

liked to make himself easy, and that he spent half his nights in

singing and drinking, and diverting himself with the wife of a com

missary, who was his mistress, and who was as fond of Champaign

as himsolf. I refreshed myself at 7 o'clock the next morning, (the

10th of October,) with a cup of tea, and we all expected that we

should soon continue our march. General Burgoyne had given

orders to set fire to General Sclmyler's fine buildings and mills at

Saratoga, for the purpose of securing our retreat. An English

officer brought me some good soup, and insisted that I should par-

take of it. After this, we continued our march; but only for a

short time. There was much misery and disorder in the army.

The commissaries had forgotten to distribute provisions, though we

had an abundance of cattle. I saw more than thirty officers, who

complained bitterly of hunger. I gave tliem coffee and tea, and

every thing eatable that I had in my calash.

Our calashes remained in readiness to depart. Every body ad

vised a retreat, and my husband pledged himself to effect that

movement, if no time was lost. But General Burgoyne, who had

been promised an Order, if he should effect his junction with Ge-

neral Howe, could not be persuaded to it, and lost every thing by

his dilatoriness. About 2 o'clock we heard agiiin a report of mns

kets and cannon, and there was much alarm and bustle among our

troops. My husband sent me word that I should immediately re

tire into a house which was not far off. I got into my calash with

my children ; and when we were near the house, I saw, on the oppo.

site bank of the Hudson, five or six men, who aimed at us witii

their guns. Without knowing what I did, I threw my children

into the back part of the vehicle, and laid myself upon them. At

the same moment the fellows fired, and broke the arm of a poor

English soldier, who stood behind us, and who, being already

wounded, sought a shelter. Soon after our arrival a terrible am.

nonade began, and the fire was principally directed against the

house, where we had hoped to find a refuge, probably because llie

enemy inferred, from the great number of people who went towards it,
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that this was the head-quarters of the General., while. i„ rcalitv, nonewere there except women and crippled .soldiers. W,. were '.it iZ
obliged to descend into the cellar, where I h.id nivself in a cornernear the door. My children put their heads upon' ,nv knees inabornmahle smell, the cries of the children, an.l ,„v own anguish of^.n d.d not permit me to close my eyes during'the whofe g l.t.On the next mornmg the cannonade begun anew, but in a ditibrentchrecfon. adv.sed my fellow-sufferers to withdraw, for a wh le
fn>.n the eel ar, .n order to give time to clean it. for we shouldotherwise mjuro our health. On an inspection cf our retreat Idiscovered that there were three cellars, spacious un.l well vaulted
suggested t at one of them should be appropriated to the use of

the officers who were most severely wounded, the next to the fe
nu>Ies, and the third which was nearest to the staircase, to all the rest
of the company. We were just going down, when a new thunder
oi cannon threw us again into alarm. Many persons, who had no
right to enter, threw themselves against the d.,or. My children
were already at the bottom of the staircase, and every one of uswouhl probably have been crushed to death, had I not put mvself
be ore the entrance and resisted the intruders. ICIeven cannon-
balls passed through the house, and made a tremendous noise A
poor soldier, who was about to have a leg amputated, lost the other
by one of these balls. All his comrades ran away at that moment,
and when they returned, they found him in one corner of the room
in the agonies of death. I was myself in the deepest distress not
so much on account of my own dangers, as of those to which' mvhusband was exposed, who. however, frequently sent nio inessaires
inquiring after my health. Major Harnage's wife, a Mrs. Reynell'thewue of the good lieutenant who had, on (he procedin.r day
shnred his soup with me, the wife of the commissary, and myself
were the only officers' wives at present with the army, w; sa
together, deploring our situation, when somebody havii... entered
all my companions exchanged looks of deep sorrow, yvWisprvU,. at
the same time to one another. I immediately suspected that mvhusband had been killed. I shrieked aloud ; but was immediately
told that nothing had happened to my husband, an.l was «iven to
understand, by a sidelong glance, that the Lieutenant had been
killed. His wife was soon called out, and f.iimd that the Lieu
tenant was yet alive, though one of his arms had been shot off
near the shoulder, by a cannon-ball. We heard his groans and la'
mentations during the whole night, which were dreadfully reechoed
through the vaulted cellars; and in the morning he expired My

J: i.
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husband came to visit me during the night, which served to diminish

my sadness and dejection in some degree. On the next morning

we thought of making our cellar a more convenient residence.

Major Harnage and his wife, and Mrs. Reyneli, took possession of

one corner, and transformed it into a kind of closet by means of a

curtain. I was also to have a similar retreat ; but I preferred to

remain near the door, that I might escape more easily in case of

fire. I had straw put under my mattresses, and on these I laid myself

with my children ; and my female servants slept near us. Oppo.

site to us were three officers, who, though wounded, were deter-

mined not to remain behind if the army retreated. One of them

was Captain Green, aid-de-camp to General Phillips, and a very

amiable and worth}' gentleman. All three swore they would not

depart without me in case of a sudden retreat, and that each of

them would take one of my children on his horse. One of my bus-

band's horses was constantly in readiness for myself. Mr. de

RiedescI thought often of sending me to the American camp, to

save me from danger ; but I declared that nothing would be more

painful to me than to live on good terms with those with whom he

was fighting; upon which he consented that 1 should continue to

follow the army. ^ However, the apprehension that he might have

marched away repeatedly intruded itself into my mind ; and I

crept up the staircase, more than once, to confirm or dispel my
fears ; and when I saw our soldiers near their watch-fires, I became

more calm, and could even have slept.«*!|li|is|i!|<*!KHe«
The want of water continuing to distress us, we could not but

be extremely glad to find a soldier's wife so spirited as to fetch

some from the river, an occupation from which the boldest might

have shrunk, as the Americans shot every one who approached it.

They told ns afterwards that they spared her on account of her sex.

I endeavored to dispel my melancholy, by continually attending

to the wounded. I made them tea and coffee, for which I received

their warmest acknowledgments. I often shared my dinner with

them. One day a Canadian officer came creeping into our cellar,

and was hardly able to say that he was dying with hunger. I felt

happy to ofler him my dinner, by eating which he recovered his

health and I gained his friendship. On our return to Canada I

became acquainted with his family.

I also took care of Miijor Bloomfield, who was wounded by a

musket-ball, which passed through both his cheeks, knocked out his

teeth and injured his tongue. He could retain nothing in his
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would c„„,rihu,o ,„ l,oal „i. wZrilve
,LTb :,' '"V"!"'"'

day.-, General Pl,il|ip», ;,„|,i„^ ,;
"''•"" °"''. "f "«"= "'ownful

Hu,.»„d, .„„ c„„,e 'on'ee „z': s,: .°,::i"."??.'?''' "";
seein- our situation, and observinrr H

'

'

J
''"^

'
''"^

husband not to l,o i:^ behind
•«?..,''''"' ' "''^'^^ ^« '"y

break up, and .y reiuctatet :., 1 Lrn^d^'T','
^"''^"'^

e plead .y cause, and said, on relllg'lft ,;V" ZTthousand guineas, see this place a^ain I am h.l f T I

'"

what I have seen."
^ ^ heart-broken with

All our companions, however Hirl n^f ^
ra.io„. We ,L »„; ,„ ::::^:^^irTrr-ISerc, and who afterwards, wlien we w„„ ^"" '^"
fee. heul.h, a„d walked ul.ou Ue e™ ',nT'rT'7"'

'" ''"•

.heyeo„ld. We «™i„ed .i^da ir, '/d*, 'i:^,;'',,-

»-'' -
capitulation was talked of in ^^„ J

rtiicat. At lasta

*l»y. .he oppor,*. If^Z ^rrrt'af'^r'' '^"*^
hostilities took place anri mv 1... i \i ,

^''^•^^- ^ cessation ot

fa.i«ne, ee Id '., foHiirt: jeir,:;-;::-" -^"j--
"y

her, while I retired with mv rhiMr.n i .u ^ ''"'•' *''"^'n-

.he adjoining roo™. TowLfo 'e

"
leTk a

„'
""'"'•"'™"" '"'»

to speak wi.h hira. I was very reluc,!„. .„'!." '"T
""" "*'

hour ef .he nigh.; .„d I soon' "i "e
'

. :,7.f" "™
f '
"

muel, please hi,n, for he in,a,ed,,„ely ,en. ,?!
'

,

""'' ,''"' """

.he head.,„„,.e%, and laic hi,ns If o „ .a"n oTo'f l"'
'°

Soon after this General R„r„ I ^ ' "' "'^ humor.

«e.-.o»ieer. .„ 2X^1^7^X1'^'''''"'' ^he proposed to break thp ...nf i7
"^^rmng, when

Sro^dL inf.r„,l::;\:'L; ::7 ;»;""7»"- «f »o.e

.ha. .his ,.ep was nei.her advisa! or' r .r^, '."rdl*;'*"r mat on was verv fort..n«f„ r
"^ p'^cucable, and this deter-

wards, .ha., had^rrCht'.,:;.;: t: rM":,!,.:'":
""-

to pieces. This thev r-.^u -i ,
' '^^^^ '^'^" cut

due-ed .„ f„„r ^:^z::::'::^^::::::zzr"rl» raise .heirs .„ .wen.y .l,„nsand „ Tl
K'™" 'hem tim.

Wer,„yl.„,handwaLhli;:tre;:^rt,:sTZa1d?.::^
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On tlic ITth of October (ho capitulation was carried into efT.-ct.

The Generals waited upon the American General Gates, and the

troops surrendered tiiomsclves prisoners of war, and laid down their

arms. The time had now come for the good woman, who had ribked

her life to supply us with water, to receive the reward of her ser-

vices. Each of us threw a handfu. of money into her apron; and

she thus received more than twenty guineas. At such u moment at

least, if at no other, the heart easily overflows with gratitude.itc*********
When I drew near the tents, a good-looking man advanced to-

wards me, and helped the children from the calash, and kissed and

caressed them ; he then offered me his arm, and tears trembled in

his eyes. " You tremble," said he ; " do not be alarmed, I pray

you," "Sir," cried I, "a countenance so expressive of benevn.

lence. and the kindness which you have evinced towards my chil-

dr?n, lire sufficient to dispel all apprehension." lie then ushered

me into the tent of General Gates, whom I found engaged in friend.

Iv conversation with Generals Burgoyne and Pliillips. General

Bur-'oyne said to me : " You can now be quiet, and free from all

apprehension of danger." I replied that I should indeed be repre-

hensible if I felt any anxiety when our General felt none, and was

on such friendly terms with General Gates.

All the Generals remained to dine with General Gates. The

gentleman who had received me with so much kindness, came and

said to me, "You may find it embarrassing to be the only lady in

such a lar<fe company of gentlemen ; will you come with your chil-

dren to my tent, and partake of a frugal dinner, offered with the

best will?" "By the kindness you show to me," returned I, " you

induce me to believe that you have a wife and children." He in-

formed me that he was General Scliuyler. He regaled me with

smoked tongues, which were excellent, with beefsteaks, potatoes,

fresh butter, and bread. Never did a dinner give so much pleasure

as this. I was easy, after many months of anxiety ; and I read the

same happy change in tliose around me. That my husband was

out of danger, was a still greater cause of joy. After our dinner,

General Schuyler begged me to pay him a visit at his house near

Albany, where he expected lliat Gennral Burgoyne would also bo

his guest. I sent to ask my hus!)and's directions, who advised mo

to accept the invitation. As we were two days' journey from Ai-

bany, and it was now near five o'clock in the afternoon, be wished

me to endeavor to reach, on tJiat day, a place distant about tiiree

hours ride. General Schuyler carried his civilities so far as to so.

it

»

m
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licit a well-bred French officer to accompany me on that first part
of my journey. '*********

H.

On the next day, we reached Albany, where we had so often
wished ourselves; but we did nut enter that city, as we hopedwe should, with a victorious army. The reception, however
which we met with from General Schuyler, his wife and daughters
was not like the reception of enemies, but of the most intimate
fr.ends. They loaded us with kindness; and they behaved in the
•same manner towards General Burgoyne, though he had ordered
their splend.d establishment to be burnt, and without any nccessifv
as It was said. But all their actions proved, that at the si^ht of
the misfortunes of others they quickly forgot their own. General
Burgoyne was so much affected by this generous deportment, that
he said to General Schuyler, - You are too kind to me, who ha-
done you so much injury." •' Such is the fate of war," replied ho ^
Met us not dwell on this subject." We remained three davs with
that excellent family, and they seemed to regret our departure

The followmg account of a visit to the field of Saratoga, on the
fiftieth Anniversary of thai battle, viz : October 17, 1827 was
written immediately afterward for the use of the author of the pre
sent work. The »vriter, the venerable Samuel Woodruff, E«q. of
Windsor, (Conn.) it need not be added, was a participator in the
battle :

—

¥

„ ^ WiNDsop, Conn. Oct. 31, 1827.My Dear Sir,—
You may remember when I had the pleasure to dine with you

at New.York, on the 14th inst. I had set out on a tour to Saratoga
^o gratify a desire I felt, and which had long been increasing to
view the battle-grounds at that place, and the spot on which" the
royal army under the command of General Burgoyne surrender-
ed to General Gates on the 17tli of October, 1777.

I thought it would add something to the interest of that view to
me, to be there on the 17th, exactly half a century after that me-
morable event took place. You will excuse me for entering a little
luto the feelings of Uncle Toby respecting Dendermond, in the
compressed and hastily written journal I kept of my tour, especially
as yoii will take into consideration that I had the honor to serve

if

'
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ns !i volunteer under General Gates part of that campaign, and was

in the battle bf tlie 7th of October.

I lake the liberty to inclose 'o you an extract of that part of my
journal which embraces the principal object of my tour.

Oct. 17th.—After a short stop in Troy, took another stage for Sa-

ratoga ;—at Lansingburgh, a neat and handsome village, about three

miles from Troy, crossed the Hudson on a covered hridjic of ex-

ccllent workuianship, over to Waterford, (Old Half Moon Point,)

another rich and flourishing village. Arrived at Fish creek in Sa-

ratoga at half past 2 P. M. through a beautiftd, well-cultivated in-

terval of alluvial land on the west side of the Hudson— every thing

from Albany to this place wears the appearance of wealth nd

comfort. Put up at Mr. Barker's tavern. After dinner viewed the

ruins of the British fortifications and head-quarters of Gen. Burgoyne.

lie kept his quarters for several days at a house, now standing and

in good repair, about a mile north of Fish creek, on the west side

of the road, owned by Mr. Busher, an intelligent fa.'mer about

seventy-five years of age. While Burgoyne held bis head-quarters

ut this house. Baron Rcidescl, of the royal army, obtained leave of

the Commander-in-chief to place his lady the Baroness and their

three small children under the same protection ;—these were also

accompanied by lady Ackland and some other ladies, wives of

British officers. At that time some of the American troops were

stationed on the east bank of the Hudson, opposite the house,

in fair view of it; and within cannon-shot distance. Observ-

ing considerable moving of persons ai)out the house, the Ameri-

cans supposed it the rendezvous of the British officers, and com-

nienccd a brisk cannonade upon it. Several shot struck and shat.

tcrcd the house. The Baroness with her children fled into the

cellar for safety, and placed herself and them at the north-east

corner, where they were well protected by the cellar wall. A Bri-

tish surgeon by the name of Jones, having his leg broken by a can-

non ball, was at this time brought in, and laid on the floor of the

room which the Baroness and the other ladies had just left. A
cannon ball entered the house near the north-east corner of the

room, a few inches above the floor, and passing thrr-agh, broke and

mangled the other leg of the poor surgeon. Soon after this he ex-

pired. Mr. Busher very civilly conducted me into the room, cellar,

and other parts of the house, pointing out the places where the balls

entered, &c. trom hence I proceeded to, and viewed witli very

great interest, the spot where Gen. Burgoyne, attended by his s'alF,

|)rescntcd his sword to (xen. Gates • also, the ground on which the
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arms, &c., of the royal arn.y wore stacked and piled. This momoable place .ssuunted on the flat, north side ofFi.sh crook a k"forty ro.ls west of .ts entrance into the Hudson, and throngl w cthe Chatnplain canal now passes.

Conlig„o„s to this spot is the N. W. angle of old Fort Hardy, an d.tary work thrown up and occupiod by the French, under o'en!D.oskuu .n t e year 1755. The linos of intrenchu.ent embraceas I soul, judge, about fifteen acres of ground. The outer wo,"

ontren" , T'^rr^'r '''""'' '"-•tifi-tion, bounded southon i,e north s,de of F.h creek, and east on the west bank of theHudson. Human bones, fragments of fire-arms, swords, balls tools

;z :!:„':
'^^'^ "''''-'' ^- ^^^ -^ ^-^--'^ pi^^X-

In excavating the earth for the Champlain canal, which passes a

tir: "1 -Z M *' "'^'^ """^'-'^^ °^'^"'"- ^•^^•^'o- werefound as render it h.ghly probable this was the cemetery of therrench garrison. •'

About twenty or thirty rods west of the aqueduct for the canal

order of Gen. Burgoyne. '

Gen. Schuyler's dwelling-house also, and his other buildings,
standing on a beaut.ful area a little south-east of the mills on ttesouth side of the creek, suffered the same fate. The mills have been
rebuilt and are now in operation, at the same place where theformer stood. The grandson of Gen. Schuyler now lives in a house
erected on the scite of the former dwelling of his father-a covered
bridge across the creek adjoining the mills.

I cannot, in this place, omit some short notices of Gen. P Schuv
ler It seems he was commander-in-chief of the northern armyzx^^::!

'"'"" ''''''^'''' '"- ^' - --
I remember at that time there was some excitement in the public

mind, and much dissatisfaction expressed on accou. ' a that mea
sure

;
and with my limited means of knowledge, I have never been

able to learn what good reason induced his removal. Few men in
our country at that time ranked higher than Gen. Schuyler in all the
essential qualities of the patriot, the gentleman, the soldier, and scho-
lar. True to the cause oi .iberty, he made sacrifices which few
u-ere either able or willing to bear. The nobility of soul he possess
ed. distinguished him from ordinary men, and pointed him out as
cne deserving ot public confidence.

At the surrender of the royal army, he generously invited Gen. if
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Burgoync, his suite, and several of the principal officers, with then

laiiios, to his house at Albany ; where, at his own expense, ho f;i-

and lodged them for two or three weeks with the kindest hospitality

This is the man, who, a few days before, had suffered immense

loss in his mills and other buildings at Fish creek, burned by order

of the same Burgoyno who had, now become his guest.

Respicting Gen. Gates, I will only sxiy, Jiiiis coronet opus.

Qet. iSth At 7 A. M. started on foot to view some other and

equally interesting places connected with tiie campaign of 1777.

Three miles and a half south of Fish creek, called at the house of a

Mr. Smith, in whicli Gen. Fraser died of wounds received in the

battle of the 7lli October, and near which house, in one of the Bri-

tish redoubts, that officer was buried. This house then stood by

the road on the west margin of the intervale, at the foot of the

rising ground. A turnpike road having since been constructed,

running twenty or thirty rods east of the old road, the latter has

been discontinued, and Mr. Smith has drawn the house and placed

it on the west side of the turnpike.

Waiving, for the present, any farther notices of this spot, I shall

attempt a concise narrative of the two hostile armies for a short

period anterior to the great battle of the 7th of October.

The object of the British General was to penetrate as far as Al-

bany, at which place, by concert, he was to meet Sir Henry Clinton,

then with a fleet and army lying at New-York. In the early part ot

September, Gen. Burgoyne had advanced with his army from Fort

Edward, and crossed the Hudson with his artillery, baggage wag.

gons, die, on a bridge of boats, and intrenched the troops on the

highlands in Saratoga. On the 19th of September they left their

intrenchments, and moved south by a slow and cautious march to-

ward the American camp, which was secured by a line of intrench,

ments and redoubts on Behmus's heights, running from west to east

about half a mile in length, terminating at the east end on the wait

side of the intervale.

Upon the approach of the royal army, the American forces sal.

lied forth from their camp, and met the British about a mile north

of the American lines. A severe conflict ensued, and many brave

officers and men fell on both sides. The ground on which this bat-

tie was fought was principally covered with standing wood. This

circumstance somewhat embarrassed the British troops in the use

of their field artillery, and afforded some advantage to the Amen-

cans, particularly the riflemen under the command of the brave Col.

Morgan who did great execution. Night, which has so often and
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so km.] y mterposcd to stop the carnngo of oonnictin<r host, nut anend to the .attle. Neither party cl.i.n.l a victoryVfIrarmy w.t dr.w m the night, leaving the field and their sla „ ll.some o the.r wounded, in possession of the A.nor.can s. Theof lulled and wounded, „s near as could be ascertainp.I w .?
part of the British. .00 • and on that of theT::rn '

X:;^^Ihe bravery and hnnne.ss of the An.erican forces disi.l u 1 H
ay. convinc^d the Bntish officers of the difficult^nft ^ ^ic.ss.b.hty of cont.nu.ng their march to Albanv. The se on bclos.ng the campaign in that northern region was ad^Lci ZtAmenean army was daily augmenting by militia, volunteer^ amie "two months men." as they were then called. The D

t e two royal arm.es might effect their junction at Albany, a „u edthe ne,ghbor.ng states of New England, and drew fro.n nL Ha^shu-e. Massachusetts. Connecticut, and Vermont, a l„r. b l ofeterm.ned soldiers. Baum's defeat at Bennington hal nslired(hem with new hopes and invigorated their spirits
'

Under these circumstances, inauspicious to the hostile army, theB t.sh commander-.n-ch.ef summoned a council of war- L Zsuit of wh.ch was to attempt a retreat across the Hudson to F^riEdward. Uen. Gates, apprehending the probability of th s melsure seasonably detached a portion of his force to intercept Indcoff the retreat, should that be attempted.
'"tercept and cut

M.ny new and unexpected difficulties now presented themselvesThe boats wh.ch had served the British army for a bridr h
considered by them as of no further use. had een c t 1 e !mo.tofthem floated down the rive'- Thl

" " '"'
'''"^

,,,«; t r .

'' *"^ construction of rafts

wo^iTb 1; Tr'7 °"' '"'• "''^'"^^>^ -^ '--y 4-gewould be attended w.th great danger as well as loss of time The

trees had been felled across the roads by order of the Americanoenera
;
and another thing, not of the most trifling nature Fo"Edward was already .n possession of the Americans.^ In th peplex.ng dilemma the royal army found themselves completelyi

n>d as tt"''
'"^""' ^^^ ^"^'"P^^^' '^' -on'abaLonel:

Situated as they now were, between two fire., every motion they

TtrZuat ''' ^"' '-'" '"'-' -''-' '" '''^^ «'^

Sevenil days elapsed without any very active operations on eitherside. rh.s interval of time was, however, improved by the royaarmy in preparations to ma.e one desperate effort to force tie f„eof the American camp, and cut their way through on their ma ch

I

f'-
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to Alliany. Tho American army improved the meantime in

strengtiiening thtir outer works, arranging their forces, and placing

the Continentals on the north side of tiie intrenchments, where va.

liant men were expected ; thus preparing to defend every point of

attack ; Morgan, with his riflemen, to form the left flank in tho

woods.

During these few days of "dreadful preparation," information

daily arrived in our camp, by deserters and otherwise, that an at-

tack would soon be made upon the line of our intrenchments at

Bolmius's lieights, near the head-quarters of Gen. Gates.

Tlie expected conflict awakened great anxiety among the Ame-

rican troops, biit abated nothing of that sterling intrepidity and

firnmess which they had uniformly displayed in the hour of danger

;

ail considered that the expected conflict would be decisive of the

campaign at least, if not of the war in which we had been so long

eni'aced. Immense interests were at stake. Should Gen. Bur-

goyne succeed in marching his army to Albany, Gen. Clinton, without

any considerable difficulty, would there join him with another pow.

erful English army, and a fleet sufficient to command the Hudson

from thence to New-York. Should this junction of force take

place, all the states east of the Hudson would be cut off from all

efficient communication with the western and southern states.

In addition to this there were other considerations of the deepest

concern. T^" ..ar had already been protracted to a greater length

of time tnan was expected on either side at the commencement. The

resources of the country, which were at first but comparatively small

in respect to those things necessary for war, began to fail ; the

term of enlistment of many of the soldiers had expired.

We had no public money, and no government to guarantee the

payment of wages to the officers and soldiers, nor to those who

furnished supplies for the troops. Under these discouraging circum-

stances it became extremely difficult to raise recruits for the army.

During the year 1776 and the fore part of '77, the Americans suffer-

ed greatly by sickness, and were unsuccessful in almost every ren-

contre with the enemy. Men's hearts, even the stoutest, began to

fail. This was indeed the most gloomy period of the war of the

revolution.

On the 7th of October, about 10 o'clock, A. M. the royal army

commenced their march, and formed their line of battle on our

left, near Behmus's heights, with Gen. Fraser at their head. Our

pickets were driven in about one o'clock P. M. and were fo'Iowcd

by the British troops on u quick march to within fair musket slmt
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nied by scvornl general officers nnd their Indies, among whom wero

Gen. Frnser, the Huron and Baroness Reidesel, and llieir children.

The circumstances nttendinj^ the fiill of this tjiiilant officer have

presented a question ahont which military men are divided in opi-

nion. The facts seem to he agreed, that soon after the commence,

nient of tiio action, Gen. Arnold, knowing the military character

nnd efficiency of (Jen. Fraser, and oliaerving his motions in leading

nnd conducting th(! attack, said to Col. Morgan, " that officer upon

a grey horse is of iiimself a host, and must be disposed of. Direct

the attention of some of the sliaip-sliootcrs among your riflemen to

him." Morgan, nodding iiis assent to Arnold, repaired to liis rifle,

men, and made known to them the hint given by Arnold. Imme-

diately upon tiiis, tiie crupper of the grey horse was cut off" by a

rifle l)ullet, and within the next minute another passed through the

horse's mane, a little back of his ears. A.i aid of Fraser noticing

this, observed to him, " Sir, it is evident that you arc marked out

for particular aim ; would it not be prudent for you to retire from

this place?" Fraser replied, "my duty forl'tds me to fly from dan.

ger ;" and immediately received a bullet through his body. A few

grenadiers were detaciied to carry him to the Smith house.

Having introduced the name of Arnold, it may he proper to note

here, that although he had no regular command tiiat day, he volun-

teered his service, was early on the ground, and in the hottest part

of the struggle at the redoubts. He behaved, (as I then thought,)

more like a madman than a cool and discrcit oHicer. Mounted on

n brown horse, he moved incessantly nt a full gallop back and forth,

until he received a wound in his leg, and his horse was shot under

him. I happened to be near hini when he fell, and assisied iu get-

ting him into a litter to be earned to head.quarters.

Late in the evening Gen. Burgoync came in, and a tender scene

took place between him and Fraser. Gen. Fraser was the idol of

tiie British army, and the officer on whom, of all others, Burgoyne

placed the greatest reliance. He languished through the night, and

expired at 8 o'clock the next morning. While on his denth.hed he

advised Burgoyne, without delay, to propose to Gen. Gates terms

of capitulation, and prevent the further effiision of blood ; that the

situation of his army was now hopeless ; they could neither advance

nor retreat. He also requested that he might he buried in the ^reat

redoubt—his l)ody to be borne thither between sunset and dark, by

a body of the grenadiers, vithout parade or ceremony. This re-

quest was strictly complied with.

After viewing the house to my satisfaction, I walked up to the



AI'l'MNDIX, AOQ

pl.i» ori„.crm»™i. I, u ,i,„„,,.,| „„ „„ „,„.„,„,,
.

,^.

„. ..iitNi p.iu <)t Doth thofjo iirnuos who were Hi..ii in ,.nt;.. \c

Hill was thp .Vr ^"''^ propriety as that of Bunker'siim was me commencement of it.

I am, Sir,

Very respectfully yours,

WiluamL^ I.

SAMUEL WOODRUFF.
vriLLiAK L,. SroNB, Esq.

*!'
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NOTES TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

STORY OF HEINRICH STARING.

[Among the brave German natives of the Mohawk Valley, wno

distinguished themselves in tiie border conflicts of the revolution, was

Colonel Heinrich Staring. His residence was on the remote, or

Western verge, of the settlement of German Flatts, about midway

between Fort Da}'ton and the Fort Schuyler of the French war, now

the site of Utica. At the commencement of the war, Mr. Staring was

an officer of the militia, and in the autumn of 1778 was made a cap-

tive by an Indian scout, hanging upon the skirts of the settlement.

The adventures of his captivity being full of peril, the author made

screral efforts to obtain a narrative of the circumstances while the

present work was in preparation for the press, but without success.

Since the publication of the third edition, however, the writer has

been favored with copies of a couple of Lectures, containing notices

of men and events connected with the early history of a portion of

the Mohawk country, delivered before a learned society in the city of

Utica by William G. Tracy, Esq., from which the following account

of Mr. Staring's life and adventures is extracted :]

—

"Litde is known of the early history of Heinrich Staring. At the

commencement of the Revolutionary War we find him a militia offi-

cer, and regarded by the royal party as a most important and influen-

tial personage in his neighborhood. He was present at the battle of

Oriskany, and from that period held the office of colonel of the Tryon

county militia during the remainder of the war. Possessing great

shrewdness, strong common-sense, and unflinching intrepidity, he

enjoyed the unlimited confidence of tlie German and Dutch settlers

on die Mohawk, and became a prominent object for seizure by the

enemy. A great number of anecdotes, illustrative of the extraordinary

means that were used by the enemy he had to deal with to procure his

person or destroy him, might be related. My plan for this evening,

however, will permit me to give you but a single one. The story

was told my informant from the lips of the old man several years after

the war. The event took place some time late in November, and

about the year 1778 or 1779. He had, for some purpose, gone into the

woods at some distance from his homo, and while there, by chance,

came suddenly upon a party of hostile Indians, who were prowling
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out of Ihe question. Ho w„, i"cj ,

" ,""""'°"""™™
hellish d=,i,h,, a„j ™„ia.y ,„„-j'::^ :::• ,,'

^r,':""™
°f

his home, and southward of the 3Ioh.,«.l. •
"^

'I'n'ction liom

thcnselvos out of the roach /.!•;;';; ''

'l' "^"'rT
-^"PP^-^

westward, and at night reaehedl'^^ ^ ^ ''"•""' '"" "'"'^'^

-re than a quarter of a mile J .rSr^^''^Creek, above Clinton, in what is now . 7 i .

Oriskany

Avigwam eonsi..ted oft vo roZ! ,
"' ''''""""'•^"wn. This

ti^i^n of logs. u:::^:;:^:x!r "'i
'"""• '^ ^^ •-

which n,rni..d the only e,Urani.t; I^r'^^l^'^j'^^
^^^
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i

''"'^ °"^

wide, placed nearly'six feet ab el '"^ '^'".V "^out two kot
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'"'"''"'^ ^^'^
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"^
T^

^-
bound his hands behind him with withes a Jth 'r ,

^hey herefore

together in the same manner, and la d (u ^ , ''''r ^f
'"^'^^

room, while they built a fire in t i '^f'
'" "" ^'"^"

consultation concerning the disposition of him S,""''"'","'
"^
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"?' '''°"^'^
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^
^ " ''""'"'"^ ^^'^^
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''"^
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'""
? ^^

however, U was agreed that ha should be burned on th. Il'
'

;ng n,orn.ng, and preparations were accordingy :,:;^i:'rbolical sports of a savage auto da fe. Durint th l^il /
horrible late that awaited him su...re«ted toTo 7' '"''"^^''f
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' "' '^""
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""^
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'?"
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their victim was sleeping his last sleep. They then all laid down on

the f^found in the larger room, to go to sleep. Staring waited until

all had lor a long time Ijecomc quiet, when, slipping his hands from

his withes, he was enabled sdently to release his ancles, and by climb-

in<T lip the side of the house by the aid of the logs, to escape from the

window without creating an alarm. In the attempt, and while rcleas-

in'i-his ancles from the withes, he had necessarily taken oiFliis shoes,

and had forgotten to secure them with him. He was now outside of

the wi'>-wam, barefoot, at a distance of five and twenty miles from his

home, without a guide or a path, hungry, and in a frosty night in

November, and with a band of enemies seeking ills heart's blood

lying ready to spring upon him. But he was once more free from

their clench, and this one thought was nerve, and strength, and food

—was all he needed to ct-ll into action his every power. He stole

with cautious silence from the wigwam, directing his course toward

tne creek, and increasing his gait as he left his captors and got

beyond the danger of alarming thein. He had got about half way to

the creek, and had begun to flatter himself that his whole escape was

accomplished, when he heard a shout i'rom tlie wigwam, and im-

mediately the bark of the Indian dogs in pursuit. He then plunged

on at the top of his speed, ami knowing that, while on the land, the

dogs would follow on his track, in order to battle their pursuit, as soon

as he reached the creek, he jumped in, and ran down stream in the

channel. For some time he heard the shouts of his late masters, and

the baying of theii hounds in the pursuit ; and now that he had reached

the water where their dogs could not track him, he laughed outright

as he ran, in thinking of the disappointment they would feel when

thev arrived at the bank. The fear of the faggot and all its accom-

panying tortures, furnished a stimulus to every muscle, and he urged

on his flight until he heard no more of his enemies, and became

satisfied that fney had given up their pursuit. He deemed it prudent,

however, to continue his course in the bed of the creek until he should

reach a path which led from Oneida to old Fort Schuyler—a mud fort,

built on the present site of this city during the French war, and

which was situated between Main-street and the banks of the river, a

little eastward of Second-street, The path crossed the Oriskany about

half a mile westward of where the village of Clinton now stands. 1 [e

then took his path, and pursued his course. I have mentioned that, in

haste to escape, he forgot his shoes. He had on a pair of wool stock-

ings, but on running on the gravel in the creek, they soon became

worn out, and the sharp pebbles cut his feet. In this difiiculty he

bethought him of a substitute for shoes in the coat ho wore, which,
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scl as a ca,„p g,.„„,„|, ho sali.slici himsoir that no ono „•„

ater t e war, the legislature, by an act passed in V 1 78^

KT M "r '° '^^''"*g---)'' ^" ho-r of the memo yf J'
'
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W. L. S.
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eriy by the north and south boundaries of the State. By the act

erecting the county, it was provided that a court of common pleas and

general sessions should be held in the county twice in each year, and

at the Church in Herkimer, until other legislative provisions should

be n^ade concerning the matter. Another provision of this act seems,

to tl J observer of the |) ^sent day, very remarkab!(>, and shows, us

strikingly as any other tact, the rapidity with which our country has

sprung from its tirst l)egiunings to its ])rescnt condition. It was en-

acted, that it should not be the duty of the Justices of the Supreme

Court to hold a Circuit Court once in each year, in either of the three

new counties then formed, unless in their judgment they should

deem it proper and necessary. No court in a territory now constitu-

ting the greater portion of four judicial circuits, and furnishing suffi-

cient business for sixty circuit courts in each year, besides nearly one

hundred and twenty terms of courts of 'nmmon pleas, and sixteen of

the court of chancery

!

"In organizing the court of nommon pleas for Herkimer county,

Colonel Staring was appointed its first Judge. It is not supposed,

nor pretended, that any peculiar qualifications or fitness tor the oHice

recommended him for the appointment. His honest and strong, but

uncultivated mind, nad never been schooled to threading the mazes of

legal science ; and, indeed, he had enjoyed few of even the most com-

mon advantages of education. But he possessed the confidence of

his fellow-citizens for his sterling integrity, strong common sense,

and tried and approved patriotism ; and these qualifications were

regarded by George Clinton, then Governor of the State, as sufficient

to warrant his appointment to the office ; and in forming our opinion

of the appointment, we should take into consideration the fact, that at

that period in the history of this State there was scarcely to l)e found

a court of common pleas which could boast a lawyer in its catalogue

otjudges. The judges of these tribunals were, almost without excep-

tion, taken from the respectable farmers and mechanics of the land,

and were men who made no pretensions to a knowledge of the artifi-

cial rules which go to make up what we professional gendemen are

wont to call the perfection of reason ; but who decided the question

coming before them by the plain principles of common sense, and

their own views of right and wrong. And it is no disparagement to

the fair fame of the courts of common pleas of that day to assert, that

that in which Judge Staring presided was in no respect inferior

to its sister tribunals. And I have the authority of a lawyer once

holding a distinguished rank at the bar of this State, and whose pnr-

lialities, all who remember him will bear me witness, betrayed, at least,
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would continue to circulate, some of the gentlemen of the bar had in-

duced the sheriti'to procure, from a neighboring inn, a jug of spirits.

This, it must be remembered, was before the invention of temperance

Booicties, and we may not, therefore, pass too hasty an opinion upon

the propriety of the measure. Upon the jug appearing in court, it was

passed around the bar table, and each of the learned counsellors in

his turn upraised the elegant vessel and decanted into his mouth, by

the simplest jjrocess imaginable, so much as he deemed a sufficient

dose of the delicious fluid. While the operation was going on, the

dignitaries on the bench, who were, no doubt, sullering quite as much

from the chilliness of the weather as their brethren of the bar, had a

little consultation, when the first Judge announced to the audience

that the court saw no reason why they should continue to hold open

there any longer and freeze to death, and desired the crier forthwith

to adjourn tlie court. IJefore, however, this functionary could com-

mence with a single—" Hear ye," (Colonel Colbraith jumped up,

catching, as he rose, the jug from the lawyer who was complimenting

its contents, and holding it up towards the bench, hastily ejaculated

—

" Oh no, no, no. Judge— don't adjourn yet—take a little gin, Judge

—that will keep you warm—'tant time to adjourn yet ;" and suiting

the action to the word, he handed Ilis Honor the jug. It appeared

that there was force in the Sheriff's auvice ; for the order to adjourn

was revoked, and the business went on.

Judcre Starins continued in office until af\er the erection of Oneida

county, and finally resigned his office shortlv after that event. His
'

death took place atler the year ISUd, but at what precise period I have

been unable to learn." Tracifs Lectuye.

Judge Staring died in 1810, a few months before the author com-

menced his resid-^nce in that portion of the Mohawl: Valley, and

many were the amusing anecdotes in those days related of him.

One of these was the story, now famili; ; to every body, of the cele-

brated "Yankee Pass." Wliile in the commission of the peace, the

Judge was old-fashioned enough to think that the laws ought not to

remain a dead letter upon the statute-book ; and, being a good Chris-

tian, he was zealous in preventing a violation of the Sabbath. It

happened that of a Sunday morning die Judge saw a man, in the garb

of a traveller, wending his way from the direction of the Genesee

country toward " the land of steady habits." The way-farcr was indeed

a member of the universal Yankee nation, and one of the shrewdest of

his cast, as will bo seen in the sequel. The Judge promptly called

him to an account for breaking the Sabbath, and summarily imposed

the penalty of the law—seventy-five cents. The Yankee pleaded the
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urgency of his business; and suggested that, as he had paid the nen.Itvhehad an umuest.onaMo right to travel duriagtho ron.a . do ofthe fv'
1 he magistrate s;m nothing unrcasonablo in tl,. T ,

^'

t]i'>r flirt'irnU., ;,. .', •
,

- "sst-fe't-u, mat, to avozd any far-

requested the stranger to prepare the document for his si-nrnture b^U.e
1
ones s.g„ of the X. Nothing loath, Jonathan tooUhe pen in

me sudden influence ot an invisible agency. Under this infl..ence he wrote an order upon Messr. JameT and Archi a d n le"principal frontier merchants at Canajoharie, for goods ^d reVt
a dTI^l

^-"^n-nds. The credit of the^Iudge waslLt
jll t t • T ^"""'"'^ "* ''^''''- '^"'"'^ "-"">-^ afterward theJudge took his wheat to the Messrs. Kaues for sale as usual vlen

1 ;zr \^7r '''^''''
'- ^-'^.esairi:^ ^twenty pounds. The Judge protested that lie owed them not h-.vin.,

Sd'aTd a""^
"^' ^f

^"""'^^ ^^"^^^'"^-- ''^- -Si ;:'

order Th I"
"^"^ '"'" "°^ '^^ ^ainsayed, produced UieOder. The moment the eyes of the Judge rested upon the documenth. countenance fell, as he exclaimed, "Dunder and i,lixum ! Th bedat blaguey Yankee Pa.s!" This anecdote is believed to be true

W. L. S.

JAMES DEAN, THE INDIAN INTERPRETER.

nresInTworr
"^

'^T?-
^''" "'''''' ^'''1"^"*'>' ''^ *^ ^°"rse of the

p esent wo k as an Indian interpreter. His services were of greatvalue in that capacity during the war, and he afterward became a dis-tinguished citizen of the Oneida country. The events of his liespeciaHy the earlier part of it, being closely interwoven with S
out :;„ r^' i

''""^'"^^ ''''''^'''''' ^^^^^^ -» -^ ^^ <j«"dout of place in this connexion. It is taken from o.e of the lecturesot Ml. Tracy, already referred to in the preceding article —1
Another name, distinguished in the history of Oneida county, and

18 that of the late James Dean. The history of this individual, nnd
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his agency in many of the events transpiring previous to and during

the revolutionary war, would t'orni a volume of deeply interesting and

most thrilling incidents. A native of JVew England, and the child

of religious parents, at the enrly age of eleven years, at the solici-

tiition of a connexion of his father's laniily, who, as clergyman,

had been engaged in the business of Indian missit;is, his parents,

like the mother of Samuel, devoted him to the service of the tem-

ple, as a herald of the Cross to the sons of the forest. In order to

prepare their child for the peculiar duties he would be called upon

to perform, l)y the advice of the relative I have mentioned, they

conclu.!od to send him, even then in his cfivly youth, to become ac-

quainted with the Indian language and habits, and manners, and to

grow up among and in contact with those among whom they in-

tended his lite should be spent. At this time a l)ranch of the Onei-

das resided at a settlement called Onaquaga, situated on the Sus-

quehanna, and to this place young Dean was sent to become a

denizen of the forest. A missionary occasionally visited the post.

and to him the early education of the subject of our notice, in the

arts and letters of civilized life, was entrusted, while he was acquir-

ing, with every day's growth, the accomplishments which go to

make up the thorough-bred native of the wilderness. Here he con-

tinued until he arrived at a suitable age to enter Dartmouth College,

with which institution, very shortly after it received its charter, he

connected himself. He here completed his under-graduate course

in 1773, and was graduated in the third class which received its

honors at that institution. Previous to this graduation, he accom-

panied a friend, the Rev. Sylvanus Ripley, afterwards the first pro-

fessor of divinity of the college, on a mission to the Indians

residing at Penobscot and on the Bay of Fundy. In a publication

of the first president Wheelock, printed at Hartford in 1773, he is

spoken of in the following manner :

—

"Mr. Dean has now finished his course of studies here, and
« upon finding, as I have already mentioned, that he may, with little

<^xpense, be able to preach to the Hurons freely in their own
iOiigue, has determined, if God please, when he has perfected

" himself in the French tongue, to enter on a mission, and with a

" proper companion, preach as an itinerant, not only to the Six Na-
" lions, (with whom he lived many years from his youth,) but to

« the tribes that can understand him to a thousand miles, if such

" there are at that distance."

Such were the views and intentions with which he received his

bachelor's diploma, and he accordingly commenced studies in the-
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oiogy, and continued them for spvpml m«r,«v, l
iarly licensed us a preacher f the'ld t' T "•'^^ ""' "^S""

cum.stance.s which aLrwards gat a eTa ^ "h ' """? '^^'"^ ^'^-

was ordained to the sacred offiS
^ '' P"'"'""'^' '^^ "^^"^^

war of the Revolution Th' >

' which preceded the
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''''''''''

artaira in the mothnr nr.„ ,

"Pl^ositJon to the administration of
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°'' ""'

Massachusetts, and authorising fh
™ government in

n.urder or of any canTtll nff^ "T"''^
'* ''^''^""^ «^^"«'^d of

tiie business of an Indian trader, and he was accordin^rW furnishedv^ such goods as were then carried into the Indian co^mt ^tha

rom a w' mT"'
'" ""' ''T'

'''' °*" P^^^'^' ^"^ "^^er dJcunCntsr om a well-known house at Boston at that time enoaged in the trafficn order to authenticate his assumed character. Vhus prepared hoot out upon an expedition to visit the Six Nations, and the artusranc e. o, the diflerent tribes composing them, «; connected wlthem hv.ng in Canada. In tlie course of his travels in Lower Canadlhe was arrested by the British authorities a. a spy, and arri" S
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Quebec; but by a prudent and careful bearing of himself, aided by

tli(! papers \viu( h he carrif d, he was discharged, and returned home,

having successfully accomplished the object of his mission. As tho

troubli! iiicreiised in tho colonies, his services li' < una of great import-

ance to the country, in order to conciliate die Indian tril)os, and as

a means of communication with them. An adopted son of the

Oneidas, educated in their hal)its and customs, and skill d, moreover,

in all the white man's knowledge, the nation regarded him with more

than parental afTection ; and to the regard which they entertained for

him and their religious teacher, Mr. Kirkland, may be wholly attri-

buted their friendship for the colonists, while most of the other portions

of the Six Nations adhered to the arms of the mother country. On
tlio final outbreak of hostilities in 1775, and the assignment of the

command of the north-western frontier of New- York to General

Schuyler, Mr. Dean was appointed to the oflice of Indian Agent, with

the statr rank of major in (he army, and during the whole war of the

revolution he continued his services n the country in that capacity.

For most of the time his duties were performed iu the neighborhood

of the Oneidas. A very considerable portion of the war he was sta

tioned at Fort Stanwix, the site of the present village of Rome; and

by virtue of his office, superintended the intercourse with the Indians,

and the obtaining of all information through them. By means of an

Indian scout in his employment, known to the early settlers of the

county, and indeed remembered by the writer as Sat(cy JS^ick, he ob

tained information of the very hour that the attack was to be made

upon Cherry Valley, previous to the massacre at that ill-fated settle-

ment, and in sufficient time to have Colonel Alden, the commander

of the post, apprised of it. The intelligence was transmitted to him

through the commandant of the garrison at Fort Stanwix ; but tho

ill-fated Alden, disregarding the news, and sneering at it as an Indian

humbug, permitted the inhabitants of the settlement peacefully, and

unalarmed and unprotected, to retire to rest on the night of the attack,

and before the morning, paid with his own life and the lives of those

he was placed to protect, the price of his rash incredulity.

The siege of Fort Stanwix and the battle of Oriskany occurred

during an absence of Mr. Dean down the Mohawk. On his return

with the brigade commanded by General Arnold intended for the

relief of the garrison, he passed the battle-ground, still strewn with

the corses of those who had fallen in the conflict, blackening unburied

where they fell. The brigade paused, and performed the last sad office

to their compatriots ; and when the earth had received their remains,

proceeded to its destination. The subject of our notice subsequently
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natives of thn tribe, and that his sacrifice would not furnish the proper

atouomi'ivt. For several days tho mi tier was debated, and no decision

was arri\ il at. Whilo it was uiideterinined, he coiitiuiiod to hopo for

the best, and his I'riuiidly iuluriniiut kept him cons^tiintly advi.i d of all

was arrived at. At lir.st he reflected upon tlie propriety of his leaving

the country, and (jsca|)in!^ from the danger. But his circumstances,

tojictlier with th(! hope of a fav(jrablo issue of the question in the

council, iuduced him to remain. He had erected a small house,

which he was occupying with his wife and two children, one an

infant; and it was idle to think of removing them without exciting

observation, and perhaps cuising a sacrifice of all. As the council

continued its session for sevfal days, his hopes of a favorable deci-

sion brightened. He, howevi;r, kept the whole matter to himself, not

even mentioning it to his wife, and prepared himself for any emer-

gency which might befall him. One night, after he had retired to bed,

he was awoke by the sound of the death whoop at a short distance

from his house. He then, for the first time, communicated to his wife

his fears that a party were approaching to take his life. He enjoined

it upon her to remain quiet with her children in the room where tliey

slept, while he would receive the council in an adjoining one, and

endeavor to avert their determination, trusting to Providence for the

result. He met the Indians at the door, and seated them in the outer

room. There were eighteen, and all chief or head-men of the nation.

The senior chief informed him that they had come to sacrifice him for

the murder of their brother, and that he must now prepare to die. He
replied to them at length, claiming that he was an adopted son of the

Oneidas ; that it was unjust to require his blood for the wrong com-

mitted by a wicked white man ; that he was not ready to die, and that

ho could not leave his wife and children unprovided for. The coun-

cil listened to him with profound gravity and attention, and when ht

sat down, one of the chiefs replied to him. He rejoined, and used

every argument his ingenuity could devise in order to reverse their

sentence. The debate continued a long time, and the hope of escape

grew fainter and fainter as it proceeded. At length he had nearly

abandoned l.imself to the doom they had resolved upon, v/hen ho

heard the pattering of a footstep without the door. All eyes were fixed

upon the door. It opened, and a squaw entered. She was the wife ot

the senior chief, and at the time of Mr. Dean's adoption into the tribe

in his boyhood, she had taken him as her son. The entrance of a

woman into a solemn council, was, by Indian etiquette, at war with

oil propriety. She, however, took her place near the door, and all

.ooked on in silence. A moment after, another footstep was heard.

]'
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and another Indian woman entered the council Tw.
the ibrn.or, a..d she, too, was the wiib of r J e \h T

'""" " T'V^

when each If T ihecomin n.i fo bo g. ie was repeated,

unhearc^of resoh,t.on of the women to interfere in the maUer a I sorto ma„,e tafon of the will of the Great Spirit that the hite a.'^.»e should not be taken, their previous decree was reversed on Lspot, and the l.te of their victim preserved.
Shortly after the erection of the county of Herkin.er iu 1791 MrDean was appouUed a judge of the county courts, in which ofl'c, hewa« contmued until the rrect.na of the county of On. ida wtn hewas apponued to a similar station in this county, and reta „ J the

ber of iK, state legisl.aure, until the year 1813, when he retired frompubhc h,e and devoted his remaining day. to the enjoyme ^ of do"rnest^c quu.t and a preparation (or the time of his d parture T
"

event took place in September, 1832.
'"

The lives of kw men present more claims t( ti,e affection, respectand veneration of their countrymen than that of Judge Dean l<>om

a moT:r:-;;'"^!r-"'
''^ ^°"* «"' ^^""'^^-"' ^^^^^^^^ *« exercisea mo t useful and nnportant part in his , onntry's service, he was earlycalled to act in emergencies requiring the display of great wisdom,strong fortitude, and sincere and devoted patriotism, in dl of whirh

IVortmo t H™".' ''^"f
'° ^'^ '^'"'^"'- ^'^ -^ ^"'-"' »>- -»-l>'e

him to a \ I "'I
'"''' '''^^'' "™-'S -'•^''•ty, endearedhim to all who knew him. As a magistrate and legislator, his strongand well-balanced mind, well stored with sound learning and thewisdom which IS begotten of experience and extensive ob^ei-vation.

commanded universal respect within the sphere in which he moved.

32
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FAMILY NAME OF BRANT.

Since the fust edition of this work was published, that indefatigable

antiquary, Giles F. Yates, Esq., of Schenectady, has discovered a

document which confirms the opinion advanced by the author in the

first chapter, tliat the name of IJrant was inherited by the chief. The

following is a copy ol" thn document referred to :

—

«To all Christian people to whom these presents shall come,

Hendrick, Cornel is, and Esras, native Indian Proprietors and owners

of the Maquas country, in the Province of New-York, in America,

send <Treoting, Know yee that we the said Hendrick, Cornelis, and

Esras, as well for and in consideration of ye Love, respect, and affec-

tion, wh. we hear to Mrs. Marp!;areH Collins, youngest child of Mrs.

Margaret Schuyler, late of Albany, deed, from whom in her life-time

loe reed, ^reat friendship]/ and periicvlar good services, and also before

and since her death from the said Margarctt Collins, her daughter,

now wife of John Collins, of the city of Albany afores'd. Gentleman,

and also for divers other good causes and considerations, us thereunto

moveing, have given and granted, and by these presents, do give, grant,

and confirm, unto the said Margarctt Collins, and her sonn Edward

Collins, to whom also (as her sonn) we bear great Love and affection,

all that certain Tract or parcell of arable or Meaddow Land, situate,

lying and being on the west side of the Maquas River, beginning

froin a Kill or Creek, called by the Indians Yon-dut-e-no skar-ra,

(boundaries omitted.)

In testimony whereof, we the said Hendrick, Cornelis, and Esras,

have hereunto sett our hands, and affixed our seals, in the Maquas

country this tenth day of July, in the Thirteenth year of the Reign of

our Sovereign Lady Anne, over Great Bnttain, France and Ireland,

Queen, &c. defender of the faith ann^in. dom. 1714.

Here follow the signatures to the deed, with the name ofthe animal,

a rude sketch of which is attached to each name. These animals, it

is supposed, represent the different tribes to which the signers be-

longed.

Hendrick, wolf, his mark,

Cornelis, tortoise, his mark.

EL,.'as, elk, his mark.

Aurie, his x mark.

Togwaye- it, serpent, his mark.

Schaveghiie-guop'^, turtle, his mark.

Ezras, snake, \ i murk.

JuhauiHia, tintle, his mark.

h*
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Crine, tortoise, his mnrk.

I.ucas, bear, his iiiiirk.

tiett, tortoise, his mark.

Yohhawheziih, deer, hiH irmrk.

Aiithouy, bear, his miu'U.

Sander, hedge hog, his murk.

oymon, fox, his mark.

Esras, his x mark.

BRANT, woh'; his mark.

Gydeon, deer, his mark.

Aulida, tortoise, her murk.

Rebeeca, tortoise, her murk.

Eiisena, her x mark.

eTacob, deer or elk, his mark.

Signed sealed and delivered

in the presence of us

William Prkntup, his x mark.

William W. Loik,

Laurens Classen,

Now-York, 16th Nov. 1714,
Recorded in the Secretaries Office of ye Province of New-York

in ye book for Indian deeds. IJogiiiui in May 1091. Vol. 148 na!
152. ' '

Comp. & Exam.

Pr. J. V. Wkhtmaiik, D. Secrelary.

I, Lawence Clause, sworn Intorprtiler for the Indian affairs, do
certify that not only HendricU, Corniilins, un.l Kzms, but also tho
other Indians and Indian women, native owners and propryetors of
the Maquas Country, who have sett their hands and seals to the within
written deed of guift, have volnulnrihi nivni the within mentioned
Lands and premises, unto Mrs. Margaret (Jollins, and her sonu
Edward Collins, within named, m.'cording to tho playn meaning. In-
tent and eflect of the within written deed, and for and on th^ con-
siderations therein mentioned, and (hat they nil co iscnted to, approved
and confirmed, the said deed of guift, and sett all their hands and seals
thereto, as a further testimony thereof, (as they oihMi repeated,) all

equally guided by the same considerations of I.ovo, res|)ect and affec-

tion to the within named Margarett Collins, and Mdwurd Collins, her
sonn, and all delivered the within written deed. Given under my
hand this thirteenth day of July anno dom. 1714.

LAURKNH CLASEN,
Hworn InUrpreUr,
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Thus, it appears, in addition to the evidence afforded by the Diary

of Sir William Johnson, that tliere was a Mohawk chief, bearing the

name of Brant so early as anno domini 1714. Hence there is no

necessity for the theory of Dr. Stewart, that the chieftain's name was

a corruption of that of his supposed step-father, Barnet, (page 2,

vol. I.) Indeed, there is an Englisn name " Brant," of long standing,

still to be found in this country as well as in England, which may

have been adopted by the ancestors of Joseph Brant at the time of

their first intercourse with the English. A Dutchman, by the name of

Schuylt., married into one of the branches of this English Brant

family. Hence the name of "Br&.'t Schuyler," of which, if we re-

member right, mention is made in Mrs. Grant's memoirs, Joseph

i rant was unquestionably the son of a Mohawk sachem of that name.

y
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