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Hare h
Thirty-first

1923.

Terence • L• MaoLermot, Esq., 
Hotchkiss School,
Lakeville, Gonn.

My dear Mr. UacDermotî-

Thanks for your note of the 
28th of March. I also am sorry that I was so busy 
last Monday when you callod at the office".

Professor Williams told me of your 
joining the staff of Lower Canada. I think he has it 
in mind that'he will ask you to do some work for 
McGill as well. I am glad indeed that you have got 
back to Montreal where your heart is and where there 
is so much scope for good work.

All are well at home and Join me in all good wishes.

Yours faithfully.



Hotchkiss School 
Lakeville, Connecticut
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Hotchkiss School 
Lakeville. Connecticut
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yay 11th, 1926

A. G. Hacdonald,Esn . , 
49 Grenville Street, 
Toronto 5, Ont.

Dear Hr, Hacdonald:-

o. cwa vary pxeased to retain the strings of head necklaces sent to me on
approbation and have much plea sit re in enclosing 
cheque for *5,00 for them,

'"ith all good wishes for your health and prosperity, I am.

Ever yours faithfully.



\

The Private Secretary is desired by

the t’rl .'e of teles to thank Mr. > . 0. Mc&ennld

for the beads tie has so kind'y sent for hie 

f oyal àithness’s acceptance.

E.P.Tench,

Pekieki, /tbertn,

1st Oct. 1924
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4th ikay 1935

Dear Miss McDonald,

I am sorry that the 28th May is a day on 
which I cannot make any engagements as it is the date 
of the University Convocation. In any case I are 
afraid that I should not be able tc give you much 
information of the kind that you are requiring, but 
I feel sure that you would obtain all the Information 
necessary by coimunio >ting with Mias Mary Kelly 
of the British Dram". League and Village Drama Society 
in London, whose address is 6 Fitzroy ■Scuare, London, 
8.1. I would suggest that you should write to her 
at once anc mention iy name and by the time you reach 
England 1 im sure that the details that you want would 
be at your disposal.

I shall look forward to seeing you in
Malvern.

.•w"*y *•

... • * t*
;v"- v : .

Mias Evelyn McDonald 
8 Playter Boulevard 
Toronto, Ont.

Yours sincerely, % IN



Liar ch 2n% 19-1.

Major George McDonal l,
179 St. J lunes Street, 

Montreal.

Dear Major Mo Jo ns Id, -

I have much pleasure in
sivina my hearty support to the project of organizing 
Canadian Clubs in the Univ; rsities of the Provinces 
of Canada.

Of the McGill Canadian Hub 
I think it can he said that it is a successful 
institution. e have not ha* the best of luck in 
securing speake rs but on the occasion of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton's ad ire as the other lay, the Royal Victoria 
College Hall was filied and very many students were 
turned away, being unable Lo obtain admission.

The Club is operate* along 
the same lines as followed by the older Canadian 
Clubs with the exception that there are no luncheons. 
Ours is purely an organization which seeks to arrange 
for competent speakers to address' the students on 
public questions of the day. Everything that can be 
said in favour of the older Canadian Clubs can be
said in favour of such an organization within a 
University, in fact I believe more good would result 
from the Club within the University than often results 
from the meetings of the older bodies, inasmuch as 
the ounger minds are more easily stimulated and 
inspired. I Should think it only fair to say that 
any address wofcth listening to is likely to b ve more



Major George McDonald 2 Inarch 2n*, 19 .1

effect if Relivered to a body of young men such 
so attend the University, than if made to a body 
of men whose ideas on public uestions are more 
or less set. I see no disadvantage in havin'" 
such an organization within a University and there 
are veiy aany reasons why such an organization 
should achieve good results.

letter.
I am returning herewith Mr.Smith's

Yours faithfully,

Principal.
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11th March 1931

Dear Mr. MaBonald,

I have often thought of writing to yoy but 
while in India there aeemed to be no time. Our trip has 
been a very happy experience and one we shall never for
get. people everywhere have been extremely kind and 
attentive.

Here we are half way between Singapore and 
Bong Kong on our way home and glad I shall be to~ find 
myself with you all in Montreal again. I am always 
happy in going home because I have never seen any country 
that to my mind compares with Canada. I believe we have 
a destiny before us which even the most ambitious of us 
can scarcely realize. We used to think of Canada as a 
long narrow corridor stretching from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, with the United States to the South and a wild
erness to the north. Such a description no longer gives 
a true picture. The wilderness to the North has become 
a promised land of wealth and instead of the long corrid
or we have a great wide picture gallery full of treasures 
of every description. We have vast areas, vast and 
varied resources and vast possibilities. we have a fine 
health giving climate and we have a good people. I like 
the Canadian breed and the Canadian brood. So far we 
have few labour problems and little communism, our people 
generally have their feet on earth. They are not filled 
with strange prejudices and superstitions, in general, 
they still hold fast to those things which we believe 
count very much - love of home, faith in God, respect for 
their neighbours rights, privileges and property, and a 
sound mind and a sound body. We constitute one half of 
the northern American continent and lie on the shortest 
route between Europe and the great awakening East. I am 
not saying it for publication, Mr. McDonald, but I am 
beginning to think that Europe * s day is done, she no 
longer dominates the world. The hope of England her
self lies in the Empire, but she herself does not yet 
appreciate that fact. Before the war she sat on top 
of the w rid and behled her ships sailing the seven seas 
and back again carrying raw products one way and manufact
ured artigles the other. That day is gone and will 
never return. Her losses in the war were so great in 
men and money that it seemed to leave her benumbed and 
stupefied, she acted as if she were in a dream, hoping 
to wake up some morning and find that all was well again. 
She seems to have lost her grip besides which she saddled 
herself with some strange policies notably the "dole".
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Thé delude themselves hy thinking that they have a 
genius for governing; they may have a genius for the 
science of government, but not for governing. we 
no sooner became an Empire than we lost a valuable 
part of it i.e. the United States, through bad gov
erning. The present Dominions are within the Empire 
solely because they want to be. They like the freedom 
they enjoy, but they have won freedom by their own 
efforts and not because the Mother country willed and 
wished it so to be.

The Pacific ocean will become the centre 
of the worlds political activity, practically all 
Asia is in turmoil, and I consider Russia a part of 
Asia because they are more oriental than otherwise. 
Whatever else Russia is doing she is boldly trying a 
new political experiment, what will come out of it I 
don’t know, neither does anyone else, but Russia is our 
enemy in fact, in spirit and in ideals. she will not 
stop until there is a crash. I believe that much of 
our trouble in India comes from hostile Russian sources. 
We know that she has been responsible for much of the 
unrest in China in the last 10 years. if we ,/ent out 
of India tomorrow and left the Indians to themselves, 
the crash would come very soon. we have promised India 
self government when she is ready for it and we must 
keep our promise. The great danger in the situation 
there lies in the fact that many of her people think 
they are ready for it now and apparently some of our 
people at home think so too - they are not. My old 
bearer summed up the situation very well when he said 
"India - self government - two months - war" The 70 
million Moslems and the 200 million Hindus have ndt yet 
composed their differences. They dislike and dis
trust each other intensely; witness the communal riots 
in India going on practically all the time somewhere.
The Moslems have only to lead the sacred cow of the 
Hindus to sacrifice, or the Hindus have only to interr
upt a Moslem service, for them to be at each others 
throats. The Moslems feel that because they are so 
greatly outnumbered they will not get their fair share 
in the government, and that is true. Wherever a Moslem 
is in charge of a department he employs only Moslems; 
wherever a Hindu - only Hindus. Don’t let anyone tell 
you that the caste system is disappearing, it still pre
vails. Then there are 60 million "untouchables", men 
and women with whom the others will not inter-marry or 
dine. They go so far that they will not drink the water 
from the same well. who is to represent these people -

nearly



nearly one fifth of the population - in a democratic 
parliament. 80% of the people of India are illiter
ate, are they to he given the vote ? If not, and I 
don’t think they should he, what sort of a democracy 
are you going to have.

Then there are the Indian States, more 
than 550 in number, making up nearly one third of India, 
all of which have a separate ruler. The rulers in these 
States have practically the power of life and death over 
their subjects. They help themselves practically to 
whatever portion of their State’s revenue they desire.
Are these Indian princes going to give up the rights 
and privileges they now enjoy, i don’t think so, hut 
you will say their representatives at the Indian Con
ference expressed a willingness to join a confederation 
in India. They said "with reservations" I would like 
to know what these reservations are. I think they ad
opted that attitude at the Conference because they 
thought it would put them in a good position for bargain
ing and because they did not want to be charged with 
being the rock on which the Conference split if it were 
to split. These men are not going to take any chances 
on being ruled by Ghandi and his Bombay rabble. As for 
Ghandi there is no doubt that he hold'» in India a very 
unique and powerful position. He is regarded as a Saint 
by his people on account of the ascetic and so called re
ligious life he leads. I distrust him. He leads his 
people to believe that every act of the British violates 
the religious ideals of the Hindu and as far as their re
ligion is concerned the Hindus are a highly emotional 
people. On the grounds of religion he encourages them 
to boycott British goods, this leads to disorder, riot 
and loss of life. Ghandi cannot be excused from his ass
ociations with that loss of life no matter what penance 
he uoes. Furthermore, his political demands are insat
iable, he is no sooner granted one concession than he 
demands another and even when the Viceroy promised him 
that India would have full Dominion status, which he has 
demanded, he tells his people that our government of 
India is a Satanic government, indulges in another cam
paign of non-cooperation which again results in riot and 
bloodshed. we, of course, in our usual and placid stup
idity indulge in no counter propage,nda. That Ghandi
occupies the pedestal he does is largely our own fault.
He may think himself a Saint but I am more inclined to 
believe that he is a fanatical, hypocritical megalomaniac.

I arrive in Hong Kong on Friday next the 
13th and intend to spend three weeks in China endeavour
ing to learn at first hand the situation there. it is 
vastly important that we do not ignore Chinese affairs



4.

or ever remain indifferent to them. China’s pop
ulation is one quarter of the world’s population.
For 35 years that country has "been in chaos, a con
dition that must end some time, but just when I don’t 
know. When that nation feels its strength it must 
have a profound influence on world affairs.

The war proved that no nation can live unto itself alone and that whatever one nation does 
must influence for good or ill every other nation.
That is why I beiLete the University did a wise and 
far seeing thing in setting up a Department of Chinese 
studies. I would like to see it enlarged so that at 
McGill we would have a competent department for the 
study of all Far Eastern questions whether cultural, 
economic or political. Try to estimate what would 
happen if these Asiatic countries, all yellow, should 
league themselves together. I know of no combination 
to stand against them unless it be the Anglo Saxon people in which I would include Germany. ^ France and 
Italy are $ust trouble makers, better let them scrap it out amongst themselves.

And now I must have thoroughly wearied 
you. I hope you have had a good winter, that you are 
well and that the financial situation is better.
I have not seen a paper for months. Assuring you that 
I am very anxious to see you all again. yy wife joins 
me in kindest wishes to you and Lira McDonald, I am

Ever yours faithfully,

Mr. G. McDonald,
McDonald Curry and Coy.

Star Building,
St. James Street,

Montreal. p.|, 
CANADA.
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April
Einth
1923.

W. Foran, 2sq 
Secretary, Civil 
Ottawa.

Servicd Commission,

Dear Hr. Foran:-
Let me acknowledge ^receipt of your letter of April 6th.

.

Whexl I said to Hr. Heponald of 
Calgary that "the Civil Service ..omnission are 
quite arbitrary in their method of dealing with 
such things" I meant to convey to him that 
personal influence did not prevail with the 
Civil Service Commission; that they had a routine 
method of selection and that he would receive 
the same treatment as anybody else. "Arbitrary" 
may not have been the best word to use, but still 
its use can be defended. I did not intend to 
convey to Hr. Mol onald that the Civil Service 
Commission were in the habit of making their 
selections according to the whims of any particular person.

I have every confidence that the 
Commission does endeavour to £ive every consider
ation to the applicants in the competitions for 
positions in the Public Service.

With all good wishes, I am.

Yours faithfully.



DO NOT WRITE ABOUT MORE THAN ONE SUBJECT IN THE SAME LETTER

C.S.C. FORM 21

150m—6-22.

W. FORAN,
SECRETARY

3.

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

FILE NO.

Catiaba

©Cite of tfje S>ecvetarp,

<£>ttatua,. Apr i L. 6 th., L.9 23.,

Dear Sir Arthur:

Mr. J. J. McDonaLd of Calgary, a candidate 
in tne recent competition held by the Civil Service 
Commission for the position of Emigration Agent in 
Great Britain, has forwarded to this office your Letter 
to him of the 26th ult., written in this connection.

I note your statement therein that "the Civil 
Service Commission are quite arbitrary in their method 
of dealing with such things". Prom this remark I think 
it may reasonably be inferred that you are not very 
familiar with the procedure followed in these examinations 
and for that reason submit a very brief explanation there
of.

1/Yhen a requisition is received from a Depart
ment requesting the appointment the Department indicates 
whether in their opinion there is an employe already on 
the staff who might be considered, in which case a 
promotional examination is held. If, as in the present 
case, the Department is unable to make such a recommend
ation the Commission proceeds to advertise the vacancy, 
(and for an appointment of the importance of the one in 
question, this advertising is Dominion wide). The 
official notice appears in the Canada Gazette on a given 
Saturday and on the following Monday a copy of this ad-

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., 
McGill University,
Montreal, Que. vertisement....
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vertieement is mailed to every Post Office, to Public 
Libraries, Y.M.C.A.'s, Branch offices of the G.W.V.A. 
and wherever else publicity can be obtained. A suffi - 
ci nt time is allowed for prospective candidates at 
the most distant points to file their appliestions at 
the Commission Office here in Ottawa, the said appli
cations being on a questionnaire prepared by the Com
mission which, 'if properly filled out, gives all the 
necessary personal date, with particular attention to 
such education, qualification and experience as would 
be of value in the position sought. This statement is 
declared to and properly vvitnessed.

A rating is given to the education and exper
ience disclosed in these application forms and those 
candidates who possess a sufficiently high standard of 
qualification are then subjected to a written examin
ation of a thoroughly practical nature. I enclose here
with a copy of the papers used in this examination that 
you may judge for yonrself as to their practical character.
I may add that in this particular case the Commission 
decided to admit every applicant to the written examin
ation so that the fullest opportunity should be given in 
every instance, though of course the rating on education 
and experience referred to above has a very definite value 
in reaching a decision.

Up to this point no member of the Commission's 
staff having to do with the examination of the papers has 
vhe faintest knov Ledge of the identity of the competitors, 
all papers being received by them from the Supervisors in 
the various centres throughout Canada in sealed envelopes 
ana it is only after the papers have been marked that they 
are passed on to another Section of the Examination Branch 
v nere a reference to the nominal roll establishes the identi
ty of the numbers. Of the candidates who are successful 
in obtaining a pass mark both on papers and education and

experience...
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experience, a certain number, a ay fifteen or twenty, at 
the top of the List are summoned before a specially 
chosen Advisory Board for an oral interview, and the 
result of this is generally to reduce the List to three 
or four, according to the number of vacancies, and the 
entire report is submitted to the Commissioners for their 
final decision, all papers, applications and other docu
ments in connection therewith being at the disposal of 
the Board should they desire to make personal scrutiny 
of it.

In the competition for this immigration Agent 
there were nearly four hundred candidates. The arduous 
task of examining their papers has been completed with
in the past few days and the identity of the candidates 
obtained. I am therefore in a position to advise you 
of the exact standing of Mr. McDonald. On practical 
papers he made 39.b%, the minimum pass mark being D0%.

On education and experience he made o3.b%, the pass mark 
there also being DO%, but on the total a minimum of 70% 
is required. Mr. McDonald's total was 47.9%.

You will see from this that Mr. McDonald is out 
of the running and will not therefore be called upon for 
an oral interview.

I trust that the above statement will make it 
apparent to you that the Commission endeavours to give 
every consideration to the applicants in the competitions 
held for positions in the Public Service, with the one 
object of securing the best man for the job.

Yours very truly,

Secretary.



CIVIL SERVICE OF CANADA

EXAMINATION FOR POSITIONS OF EMIGRATION AGENT, GRADE II, (GREAT 
BRITAIN), DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION.

PRACTICAL QUESTIONS—Part 1.

March 20, 1923. Time : 3 hours.

1. (a) In what provinces are lands available for settlement ? On what
terms ?

(b) What provinces make provision for assistance to settlers in procur
ing land ? What are the conditions ?

2. Which are the chief stock-raising districts of Canada '? Name the kinds
of stock raised in each.

3. In what manner, if any, do the methods of farming differ in (a) Ontario,
(fc) British Columbia, and (c) the three prairie provinces ?

4. What are the chief natural resources and agricultural products of each
province of the Dominion ?

5. Name the lines of passenger steamers sailing from Great Britain to Can
ada ; and the ports from which emigrants embark.

6. Name the Atlantic Ports of Entry at which immigrants are inspected,
and the rail routes that may be taken from each to Western Canada. 
Give the seasons of the year when ports are open.



CIVIL SERVICE OE CANADA

EXAMINATION FOR POSITIONS OF EMIGRATION AGENT, GRADE II, (GREAT 
BRITAIN), DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION.

PRACTICAL QUESTIONS—Part II.

March 20, 1923. Time : 3 hours.

Note.—Questions 1, 2 and 3, and any two others constitute a full Paper.

1. (a) What persons are ineligible for admission to Canada as immigrants ?
(b) What is deportation ? In what manner does the Canadian Govern

ment endeavour to prevent the bringing to Canada of persons 
liable to deportation ? In what manner can you suggest that 
such persons be prevented from leaving Great Britain as emi
grants ?

2. What districts in the British Isles and what classes of workers do you
regard as offering at the present time a plentiful supply of immi
grants of the type desired in Canada ? Is unwillingness to migrate 
likely to prove a factor to be reckoned with in any of the groups 
enumerated by you ?

3. Write a short descriptive article (as if for publication) on the openings
offered by Canada to the British farmer and farm labourer.

4. What advice would you give (a) to the British farm labourer who wishes
to become an independent farmer in Canada ; (6) to the British 
youth of good general education but no practical experience who 
has the same ambition ; (c) to the British ex-officer with no prac
tical experience who has a capital of $3,000 and wants an outdoor 
life ?

5. You are approached by prospective emigrants in Great Britain inter
ested in—

(a) Grain-growing,
(b) Ranching,
(c) Fruit-growing,
(d) Truck-gardening.

In connection with each of these, present in condensed form your argu
ment for emigration to Canada.

6. Distinguish between “ Colonization ” and “ Homesteading ”. Describe
shortly any colonization scheme now in use or one which you think 
might be pul into force.



Harch
Twenty-sixth 

1923.

9• J. UcDonald, Esq., 
324 Sixth Avenue West, 
Calgary, Alta.

Dear Ur. HcDonald.:-
I am this morning in roceipt of 

your letter of the 20th and will be glad to support 
your application to the Civil Service Commission.

I remember very well the occasion of 
our meeting at Rovelstoke. I hope your application 
is successful, though the Civil Service Commission 
are quite arbitrary in their method of dealing with 
such things.

With all good wishes, I am.

Yours faithfully,
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December 7th, 1926.

vH

Peter McDonald, Esc.,
Christmas Island,
Cape Breton, îf• S.

|§\ 1
Dear Sirs- j K\

• '' • \\

I beg to acknowledge receipt / 
of your letter of November 30th. ;

I referred the matter mentioned 
therein to a competent authority and have been 
informed to-day that the two coins and the #2.00 >
Dominion of Canada note have face value only.

Yours faithfully.

Principal,
‘\

:\X) \ v..\

I
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May 10th, 1933

Rosa Macdonald, Esq.,
Beav r Hall Building,
Montreal, 1. Q*

My dear Mr. Macdonald,

It was very thou-htful of you to send me the 

copies of the address by the Right Honourable Reginald 

McKenna and the article by Professor Cassel. I have read 

them with interest, and am particularly impressed by 

Mr. McKenna*a remarks.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal



July 3rd, 1922

J. Me Maodonnell, Saq#, 
national Trust Conapary, Limited, 
Montreal. 1

My dear Maodonnell:-
I beg to acknowledge receipt of 

your letter of June 27th.
I have just returned to 'icrtresl and 

expeot to he here for acme time now. I shall he glad 
to see you any morning that is convenient for you.

•7ith all Rood wishes, I am,

Yours faithfully,



June 27 th, 19 22

NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, LIMITED 

MONTREAL.

Sir Arthur Currie , G.C.M.G. ,

McGill University,

Montre al.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

You are aware that a beginning has been 

made in Toronto in the last few years to establish here in 

Canada a branch of the Workers Educational Association, and 

you are probably fami liar,through Mr. Mansbridges recent 

visit, if you were not before, with the aims and objects of 

the Association.

I have been associated with it in a snail way 

in Toronto for the last three years and while discussing it 

the other day with Mr. A. J. Glazebrook of Toronto, who may, I 

think, be regarded as the pioneer in this country, he suggested 

that I should bring the matter to your attention and ask you 

if you thought it was advisable or worth while "to extend it to 

Montreal. Mr. Glazebrook is convinced, and I think rightly so, 

that if it is to be done it should be done under the auspices 

of the University.

The reason that I take i t on myself to bring it 

to your attention, is not because I know very much about it, or 

feel that what we have done in Toronto has had any rapid or



NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, LIMITED 

MONTREAL.

Sir Arthur Currie ,G. C .MS. -2- June 2 7t h, 19 22

spectacular success - quite the contrary is the case, but 

because it seems to me worth while, even if it is done in a 

very small way, and because if it were thought wise to start 

anything of the kind in Montreal, I should be glad to help 

in any small way I could.

Another entirely different thing which I should also

like to bring to your attention and that is the matter of 

the Rhodes Scholarships. I am a sort of informal representative 

of the Scholarships in Canada and am seeking for the best way 

to give them a greater publicity and desirability in the eye of 

the Canadian Undergraduate than they at present seem to have.

I understand you are at present out of town, but, if

when you return you could spare me a few minutes some day, I 

should be glad to go into this matter further with you at your 

convenience. I, myself, shall be out of town from Thursday 

night until Monday morning.

With kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,



z-y B

Eastern CanadaMotorTruckCo.Lim ited

VETERAN TRUCKS «-TRAILERS 
HULi-.QUE.

MANU FA CTU R E RS OF A.K.NacCAPTHV president 
6.GORDON BELLvice-pbes.s® 
T. W.M AC DOWELL. SEC.TREASURE I 
J.M.TAYLOR sales manager.

September 27th.1921.
T. F. AHEARN 
F E. BRONSON 
G.S.MACCA RTH Y 
THOMAS ARNOLD .

Gen.Sir Arthur Currie.

McGill University.

Montreal P. Q.

Dear Sir :-

We secured an order on Thursday from the Quebec Liquor 

Commission for two of our ton chassis equipped with cab and bodies. 

There were over twenty tenders submitted on this oeder and conseq

uently it will be of great value from an advertising viewpoint.

Captain Bell and myself scarcely know how to thank you 

Sir,for being good enough to speak to Sir Charles and others in our 

behalf,and trust you will understand that we would never have been 

able to summon up nerve to have approached you,had it not been that 

we are forced to use every effort possible to secure what business 

we can under the prevailing conditions.

At present we are endeavouring to secure the balance 

of a Post Office order for Toronto of thirty-seven trucks. We 

secured the initial order of thirteen,but it is a case of it being 

much harder to hold our position once gained than to secure in the 

first place,owing to indiscriminate price-cutting.

Again thanking you,Sir,

Yours respectfully,

TW/S
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December
Eleventh
1920.

Major Frederick Lessore, 
La Corona Hotel, 
Montreal.

Dear Sir:-
I should have acknowledged before 

this your letter of November 26th ith re
ference to this University placing a bust of 
the: late Sir William Macdonald in position.

I thank you for the information 
you have give me and will bring the matter 
before the Board of Governors.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.
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I>e comber 
Sixteenth 

1922*

/alter M. Stewart, Gs-;.,
449 Sherbrooke Street vest, 
Montreal.

Bear Mr* Stewart:-
I thank you for your letter and 

suggestions re unveiling the "bust of the late Sir 
Macdonald.

,/hat I would like you to do is to 
come to the University Club ^ext Thursday at one 
o'clock and there lunch with me and the Macdonald 
Professors of the University. After lunch we can 
walk over to the Macdonald Engineering Building and 
there, quietly and without fuss, unveil the bust.
I want to respect your wishes every way regarding 
this matter, "but I think that we would he doing less 
than justice to you and to Cif ïilliam's memo'ry if 
there was ^ot some formality in connection with the 
unveiling.

I thank you very much also for the 
donation of v2,500. for 1923, to be used, if it is 
considered advisable or advantageous, to send a 
Macdonald Professor away in connection with his work.

Let me thank you for your kind help 
in bearing the expenses of the Macdonald College team 
to the International Stock Show in Chicago. Our team 
unfortunately did badly, but, as you say, I have no 
doubt whatever that they found the experience very 
valuable a^d the College will profit thereby.

In the last paragraph of your letter 
you raise a very interesting point. McGill for long 
has felt handicapped because it could not afford to 
let professors go away from time to time to take



■/alter M. F.tewart, blsg 2

courses other seats of learning and so keep abreast 
of the times. I have "been very s ympathetic to -letting 
them go awray to attend conventions and gatherings of 
experts. That is all right as far as it goes, hut it 
does not go far enough. e c nnot progress as we should 
if we sit down and keep altogether to ourselves not 
knowing /.hat is going on in our* world outside,other than 
what we gather from reading. It is so much better if we 
can go and see for ourselves and meet others engaged in 
the same kind of endeavour.

I do hope that you will telephone to me 
and say that you will meet me at the University Club on 
Thursday.

I am,
f/ith many thanks and kindest regards,

3ver yours faithfully,

Principal



MONTREAL, 13 December, 1922.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, Principal,
Me Grill University,Mont real.

Dear Sir Arthur:-
Many thanks for your letter with reference to the 

unveiling of the bust of the late Sir William C. Macdonald in the 
Engineering Building. The ceremony, if you think any should be 
held, could be witnessed by the Macdonald Professors, and, if agree
able to you, you may say that for 1923 there will be a "Memorial 
Fund" of $2,500. available, in case you, as Principal, deem it 
advisable to send any Macdonald Professor away for a trip in con
nection with his work, or merely for a holiday.

I have had a portrait of Sir William painted from 
a photograph by Mr. Randolph Hewton, a young Montrealer, who is now 
in charge of the Art Classes at the Gallery. If it meets with
your approval, I hope it may find a place in the Redpath Library.
If not, the University is welcome to the smaller one I have at home, 
painted by the late Robert Harris, R. C. A.

For your information,jand to show you that in a 
very small way ( in comparison with some others) the Macdonald 
business has not lost interest in the University,j - may say that 
we stood the expense of sending the Macdonald College team to the 
International Stock Show held in Chicago last week. Dr. Harrison 
and his son, and Mr. T. H. Sharp (my brother-in-law) a graduate of 
the Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, met the team in Chicago. 
Out of 20 entries, Guelph finished 15 and Macdonald last. I under
stand there were several classes of stock shown, and which had to 
be judged, which are quite foreign to Canada, and which accounted



for the poor showing made hy both Canadian entries. However, 
Dr. Harrison says the experience gained is worth a great deal to 
the team and to the College.

As a University is largely influenced by its 
Staff, I have oftened wondered how the Professors keep themselves 
abreast of the times. Constant changes must be taking place
in the engineering world, and what is considered modern this year 
is almost obsolete a year or so later. The war proved this
as regards guns, ammunition, methods etc., while even in our 
business, we see it too. Universities may have special
funds for Staff Travelling Scholarships, but if they have not, is 
it right that the same opportunities should not be offered to them 
as to its Graduates?

With kind regards,
Yours truly,

P. S. Our correspondence is so limited that we have no letter 
heads. I have typed this letter to you personally.



November
Twenty-seoond

1922.

Walter M. Stewart, Esq.,
449 Sherbrooke Street .Vest, 
Montreal.

My dear Mr. Stewart:-
When we had our last conversation 

with reference to the Bust of Sir William Macdonald, 
which you so generously gave to McGill and which has 
been placed in position in the Macdonald Engineering 
Building, I intimated that I thought there should be 
some ceremony in connection with the unveiling of that 
Bust.

At one time I thought such a ceremony 
might very well be combined with the unveiling of 
the Memorial Tablet t04the Engineering graduates of McGill who fell in the*Great War. This tablet is 
immediately opposite Sir William’s bust. I find now 
that it will be some time before the Memorial Tablet 
is ready fo/ unveiling and I think it would be wrong 
to postpone further the unveiling of Sir"William's 
Bust.

I would like to consult with you in 
reference to the programme of the ceremony and to 
get your advice as to the form it should take. Will 
you please let me know when it will be convenient 
for me to call upon you.

Yours faithfully,

Principal
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Janaary
Fcnrth
1922.

* A/ \p

♦

alter Stewart, 3sq. ,
449 ”herbroo’ e Street vest, 
ontreal.

Boar Mr. Stewart:-

On my return to Montreal after 
Ihristmag vocation at

my old home in Ontario, J found awaiting me a 
letter from Mr. illiam Birks in which was enclosed 
one which he hod received from y£u doted Beceraber 
Slot, 1921.

In this letter to Mr. Birka you 
most generously intimated that you would présent 
to McGill a bronze bust of the late Sir .illiam 
îaodonald, properly mounted on a suitable pedestal, 
if there was a place in one of the Macdonald 
Buildings where such a bust could be suitably 
installed.

•

i lost acceptable gift and I would like very 
much if you could come to the University at a 
time suiting your own convenience when we can 
together select a place where the bust might be 
mounted. I may say that for some time past a 
Committee has been considering what could be. done 
in a tangible way to rive further evidence of the 
appreciation the University has for what it owes 
to the late Sir illiam Macdonald.

That MoSill has been able to 
accomplish so much is largely owing to his 
munificânee, his vision and his faith. The 
effect of these can never die, and 1 can think N
of no better or lore permanent monument for any 
man than the buildings, with their equipment, 
erected on the campus at McGill and at Ste.Anne’s,



/alter M, Stewart, g «, - 2 -

the Chairs endowed by him, and the grateful 
acknowledgment in the hearts Of all those 
who have benefitted by the opportunities 
•which he provided,

I shall be rlad to see you whenever 
you can find it convenient to come.

Yours faithfully,

Principal,

/
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HENRY BIRKSXSONS

PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL

Montreal, Dec. 24th, 1921.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
CITY.

Dear Sir Arthur : -

Enclosed is a letter received this 
evening from Mr. Y/alter M. Stewart which I have replied to, 
saying that I was forwarding it to you and that you would confer 
with him on your return after Christmas as to the most suitable 
location - assuring him that both you and the Board would greatly 
appreciate having the Bust of Sir William placed in one of the 
Macdonald Buildings at McGill.

7/ith the Season's Greetings to 
Lady. Currie and your good self, I remain,

Yours faithfully,

v/mb/hb.



DOCKET ENDS:
VA cue. cL o y^ou\ cl , e> W V/J .



April 23rd, 1926.

Dr. W. L. MoDougald,
Chairman, Montreal Harbour Commissioners, 
Montreal.

Dear Dr. MoDougald

Mr. Malcolm MoKeohenneay, Chief 
Engineer of the University Power House, has a son 
for whom he is very anxious to obtain employment, and 
at his request I am writing to ask you whether the 
Commissioners have any clerical position that they 
could offer him now or in the near future.

This boy MoKeohenneay rent to 
the Olympic Games as a representative of Canada in 
the "Sprints" and did very well there. Then he 
returned the position he held with the McLaren Belting 
Company had been filled. Since then he has had one 
yoar*s experience with the Shawinlgan Engineering 
Company on the construction of the new dam at La 
Gabelle. I understand that at the present time there 
is vacant a position as Material Checker on the new 
bridge to the South Shore, which Mr. MoKeohenneay 
thinks he could fill with satisfaction.

From everything I can learn 
he is" a sober, industrious boy and in the circum
stances I think deserves consideration. I should 
appreciate very much anything you can do to place 
him in a position.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.
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March 26th, 1925,

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.H.G., K.C.B.,
Principal,

McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur
I have yours of the 23rd, regarding young 

McKechenneay. There isn’t a thing that I could offer him down here 

at present. Our clerical strength does not vary greatly. The only time 
we have a vacancy is when someone dies or resigns. I would suggest that 

you send him to one of the steamship companies, as they will he taking 

on additional staff on the wharf as soon as navigation opens.
Tours faithfully,

president



GEO. K. Mc DOUGALL, B. Sc.
M.E.I.C., A.I.E.S., A.A.I.E.E.

E. RAYMOND PEASE B A .B.Sc.
A.M.E I.C . A.A.I.E.E

FERDINAND J. FRIEDMAN B. Sc
M.A.S.M.E., M.A.S.H.X V.E., A M E.I.C.

McDougall,Pease & Friedman
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

85 OSBORNE STREET

MONTREAL, CANADA
TELEPHONE LIP. 5628

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B., 
McGill University 

Montreal

Dear Sir :-

Feh. 10, 1922.

Are you satisfied that you are getting the 
best and most economical results from your Power and 
Lighting contract?

The importance of economy in all lines of 
industry is especially realized at the present time, 
and one item of expense, namely the cost of electric
ity, is seldom as low as it might he.

Factors which cut this item to a minimum 
are, an advantageous power contract, a well designed 
power distribution system, the use of the right size 
and type of motor, proper protection, and in certain 
cases an understanding use of the power, to derive 
the best results under the power contract. Frequent
ly a marked saving can be affected by improving the 
power factor by the use of a synchronous motor.

We can tell you whether you are getting the 
best results obtainable, and if not, recommend advis
able changes with the approximate saving that can be 
affected. Particularly should no new building or in
dustrial plant be erected without the services of 
specialists in this line to ensure the best results.

Yours very truly,

MCDOUGALL, PEASE & FRIEDMAN.
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C H M9FARLANE
PRESI DENT

M9IAKUNE SON&BODGSON.UMira) 
MONTREAL

October 5th, 1925,

Dear Sir Arthur:

1 am taking you at your

word and reminding you of our conversation last 

week at Dixie, when you very kindly said you 

would enquire if any book had been written 

detailing the development of the British Army 

through the War. If such a record is in 

existence, I would like very much to get a 

copy, if I knew where to apply.

Please accept my thanks in 

anticipation, and believe me.

Yours faithful!

General sir Arthur A.W. Ourrie
Montreal.



October 6th, 1925,

Lieute-Colonel I. D. Crerar,D.S.O., 
Intelligence Section,
Department of National Defence of Canada, 
War Office,
London, England,

Ky dear Colonel:-
I have an enquiry from a friend 

of mine in Montreal as to whether there has "been 
written since the war any hook detailing the develop
ment of the British Army through the war and since,
I have no knowledge hut it Is possible one can he 
found. Has any section of the British Army prepared 
such a v.-ork, and if so, where can it he procured? 
Failing that, has any private individual written a 
worthwhile hook on the subject? I should like very 
much to oblige Hr. HcFarlane and hope you will help 
me,

I had a delightful trip home and 
find myself wonderfully improved In health as a result 
of the summer abroad, I cannot tell you how much I 
enjoyed mooting my old friends who served in the 
Canadian Corps, Please remember me kindly to any of 
them whom you run across.

Tlth all good wishes to Mrs. Crerar
and yourself, I am,

Yours faithfully.



December
Twentieth

1930.

Lieut. -Colonel ... Gr. acParlane, 
Siionton Club,
Edmonton, Alta.

My dear MacFarlane:-
Thanks very much for your note of vhe loth instant offering me your congratulations 

on my election to the Directorate of the Bank of Montreal.
This is indeed a compliment which I value very highly, and I hope to be able in some 

way to justify the selection.
..lost cordially reciprocating your good wishes for Christmas and the Dew Year,

I am,
Ever yours faithfully,



C.H.M9FARLANE
PRESIDENT

M9EVRUXE SON & HODGSON, LIMITED 
MONTREAL

December 9th, 1925,

Dear sir Arthur
I return you herewith 

the book of statistics issued by the British 

War Office. I am exceedingly obliged to 

you for giving me the chance of looking tais 

over. The figures are colossal, and beyond 

the ordinary man’s comprehension, but it gives 

one an idea of what a tremendous effort the 

Empire made,
With kind regards,

believe me,
yours sincerely,,

Sir Arthur W. Currie,

Montreal.



C.TI.MÇFAKLANE
PRESIDENT

M9EAKLANE SON A HODGSON, LIMITED 
MONTREAL

ITovember 26th, 1925,

Dear sir Arthur

I have to thank you for 

your courtesy in letting me have a chance to look 

over the special report issued by the War office, 

and will avail myself of your permission to keep 

it for a little while before I return it to you.

With kind personal
regards, believe me,

Yours faithfully,

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B,

Montreal,
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