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IMfiEfi ADMINISTRATION

I-*—l-^Id Tlnd.« by P„fc^, T.nd» to «„ hw«-t•^^^
««P to D«s«nW. 1907. S<n, it U

•«Mrv«a W an upaat mteiMMl
aM fcy PubHc Auction

CONSERVATIVES LOOTED IT

te on« VMT (IM3) than Ih* Llbw«b aoM
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TOWBS ABANDONED OtVESTIGATION





Timber Administration

Librn.]. Sold Timber by PubHc Tender to the HigheM
Bidder up to December. 1907. Now it ie

Reserved at an Upset Price and
Sold by Pttblic Auction.

to di^l? .h P
"^'^ ™";"'' ^^ '^ """y »'»rtive attempt.

»v^^,V '^°™'»™"* of Sir WUfrid Laurier, the Conaervativesave had the audacity to compare the aominirtration of the Cte
.ttrr*^"

' '^^''' Oov^nment, with the manner in which ttetimber lands were admimstered by their Government when in power

have ilT"'?^''
"""" '^"*™"' '- *'» Co»»rvative Party couldhave, been invited, nor one more welcome to the Govermnent. The

l^ . ?^J *°. "* """^ '"' '^ P*°P'« to P»" J-dgment upon

Lir;.."^
*
'"'T"";

"'" undoubtedly endo,!« tto p^Uey of ?^Liberal Government, and, it cannot faU also to carry a severe condemnation of the Conservative Administration

TORIES LOOTED TIMBER
/

.h«™^r^ r.""™"™"* f"" «'«•'*«" y«"» regardedthe pubhc domain, lands and timber, as a perquisite to be cUvid^TT <^"?'^''«™ S'-'^tors, Members of the GovernmentMembers of Parliament, defeated candidates, party worlers ^dpro^nent supporters of the party generaUy tioughout ttecoinryThere was no regard for the pubUc interest, no care exercised to secuJefa^ compensation to the treasury in exchange for valuable concessio^The prevaihng idea was to take advantage of the power they had andgive the property of the people to members of the Conservative"



LIST or LOOTERS

proce« onrtin?
**" '^-«"''«v« gain po™ i„ i„8, ,h„ „„.

r,^. nl u ^'^ *** P™P«rty »f the taxpayer. Mf

REACHING FROM OTTAWA TO TORONTO OR A STH

I

vSuVEr "^'"^ ^^'^^'^^"''^ ™««' """FaH',

ABSOLUTELfFREE ot"^^;'" C tract. m,„ti„„ed ABOM-:

property of the people among them«lve, at the rT7f 22^aC» day for three hundred working days
Who were the looter.? Who got the timber Umit. in Con«rv >t.ve day., and got them for nothing? The foUowing Z Ipa^" if

YH^r7^7 WT?„^^J^ ""'"' "' '^'«««" DURING T^ oi'lYEAR, 1883, WITHOUT PAYING A CENT FOR IT.

SOME TORY TIMBER GRAFTERS
Shields, Haggart and McLaren-loo miles

Mi„J«^ ?^r "«'."*'™«'' ke" « Hon. John Haggart, formerlv

mZt^ 1^^"' '° "* <^»«"»tive Government L atZ* ,member of the House. ^. McLaren was a Con»rvati;e Senato'T
J. Ij. H. Bergeron—50 mile..

Mr f'l^^™. '' * ™°"*'" "' *>« H""* '"d was attached f,

capacity of e^^d''"*/^'"'
**" "=*-* "^^ P"'"-' tour.iTtLcapacity of expounder of Conwrvative purity

Hon. D. Tiadale—62 miles

a memr:Lf^; ^^^^ '" "«' '^--*- Government, ...



C3«. H. Perlcy—80 milea.

Conacrvative member of the Houk n,-w.

Hon. W. E. 8nnford-S0 mileg.

Coiucrvotive Senator from H, milton

Nicholas Floo<l Davin— 30 mile*.

, , f""r
.C™«fvative meml«r for Weat AMiniboia. Mr. Davin

».l. th« hm.t for turn ca.h, ami never ,,m,l a cent of Imnu, or due.
to the Government.

Hiram Rohinstm—50 mil?8.

Conservative camli.latn for City of Ottawa in 18fl6.

Charles .Magco—50 miles.

Prominent Ottawa Conservative.

1). E. Sprague—SO miles.

Conservative candidate in Winnipeg.
Thomas Marks~SO miles.

Conservative politician, Port Arthur.

T. W. Currier—50 miles.

Prominent Conservative politician, Ottawa.
I)r. R. G. Brett—50 miles.

Former Premier Northwest Territories.

Hon. Senator W. Muirhead—50 miles.

Dr. W. H. Montague—50 miles.

Former Minister of Agriculture in Conservative Government.
G. W. Monl(—50 miles.

Former Conservative M. P. P., Carleton.

Adam Brown-50 miles.

Formerly Conservative member for Harjilton.

Hon. Senator R. Hardisty—60 miles.

G. H. Bradbury—SO miles.

Conservative politician, Selkirk.

Amos Roe—SO miles.

Former proprietor "Winnipeg Times," afterwards Collector ,f
( ustoms at Calgary.

James A. Gouin—50 miles.

Conservative poUtioian, afterwards Postmaster at Ottawa.

6



Moore and MoDowiH—JO milM.
McDow.U WW formwly Coii«,v.tive mtmbor (or 8»k.tch«« ,

MeLcod 8t*w»rt—JO milM,
Con»erv«tive politicUn, Ott»w».
Hhieldi, Haggut, HoUren and Nichol-80 miht.
John RochertOT—»8 milca.

Former Conaervative member for Carfcrton County.
M. K. Dicldnton—SO mllea.

Former Conaervative member for Ruaaell.
Joaeph Kavanagh—SO milea.

Prominent Conaervative politician, Ottawa.
Jacob Erratt—SO miles.

Conservative politician, Ottawa.
F. J. Clark-60 miles.

Secretary Conservative Association, Winnipeg.
D. W. Cummings—80 miles.

Conservative politician, Birtle, Man.
C. C. Colby-SO milea.

Former member Conservative administration.
Hon. Senator Peter Mcloren—50 milea.

Hon. Senator G. W. Howlan-SO miles.
T. K. Jones—50 miles.

Conservative politician, St. John, N.B.
John C. Sproule—SO miles.

Conservative politician, Winnipeg.

Wm. Elliott—SO miles.

Former Conservative member for Peel, Ont.
D. H. MacDowoU—50 miles.
Former Conservative member, Saskatchewan.
John M. Farrow—SO milea.

Former Conaervative member, West Huron.
W. B. Scarth—50 miles.

i-'ormer Conservative member for Winnipeg. •

H. Robillard-50 miles.

Former Conservative member for Ottawa.



Wm. Riehardwn—80 milM.
ForiMr ConMrvttive M. P. F., Laads.

Wilter B«itty-ao milM.

Fornwr Connrvative mamber, iMdi.
H. A. W*rd—JSO milM.

Connrvative member for Eaet Durham.
N. F. Patenon—80 milei.

Conaervative poUtician, North Ontario.

Thomaa Birkett—80 milee.

Former Conaervative member for Ottawa.

Theae are examplea ahowing a few only out of the 212 who aecured
free timber Umita from the ConaervaUve Government in the year
1883 alone.

BOLDER LOOTING EACH YEAR
The foUowing ahowa how the rapacity of Tory poUticiana grew,

and how the ahamelesa demanda of their aupportera were aatisfied.
In 1881, twenty-one timber limits were panted ; area, 998 aquare

milea.

In 1882, ninety-eight timber limita were granted ; area 4 6^ ;

square milea. ' '

In 1883, two hundred and twelve timber Umita were grantee'
AREA, 10,328 SQUARE MILES, FREE.

In eighteen years, from 1878, until the Conservatives were driven
from office in 1896, they disposed of no leas than 29,322 aquare milea
of timber limits, an area equal to 18,766,080 acres. OF THIS
QUANTITY 23,987 SQUARE MILES, EQUAL TO 15 381680
ACRES, WERE GIVEN AWAY WITHOUT ONE CENT OF
EQUIVALENT GOING INTO THE TREASURY.

VIVID CONTRAST
Compare the above with the record of the Liberal Government

In eleven years, since 1896, when the Liberals came into powerTHEY HAVE ALIENATED ONLY 6,456 SQUARE MILES OR
4,131,840 ACRES, AND FOR THIS THEY HAVE RECEIVED
THE SUM OF $528,878, OR AN AVERAGE OF tSl 92 PER



thousand feet.
e is also a stumpage imposed of 50 cents a

TORS, POLITICIANS, CONT^CT^«™J?^"S«I'VES, SENA-
3,870 MORE SQUARE MiL^OT^I^irt^-il^'^*"' FRIENDS,
GOVERNMENT SOLD ALTHGOTHFB^fv.^^'''^ ™^ "BERAI

IN ONE YEAR the r„„ ,
^^^^^^'^^OFFICI:.

SQUARE MILES of tLbTSr Tl ^^^^ ™™ '0-326
SINCE THEY CAME INTO POWER HA vp.

'^^''^ ^overnm'en,,

SQUARE MILES OF TIMBER for' J^T^ ^°^° ^^LY 6,450
FOR THE TREASURy'Sum'^OF sSs™"^""

''=''™^''

received therefor, during the Li^^T ^fT""""' "«' *•>« bonuse.
tions respectively:

**'*' "'"' Conservative administr.

LIBERAL ADMINISTRATION

(1873 to 1878)
Area

Bonus 310 square miles
Average per mile ..." »7,1S0 00

23 00

CONSERVATIVE ADMINISTRATION

(1878 to 1896)
Area

Bonus . 29,322 square miles

Average per mile «121,219 00

4 la

LIBERAL ADMINISTRATION

(1896 to May, 1907)
Area

Bonus 6,456 square miles

epermile. $628,878 00

81 92
8



Comparative gtatement showing the total area of timber berths
granted within the raUway belt in the Province of British Columbia,
and the bonuses received therefor during the Conservative and Liberal
Administrations respectively;

CONSERVATIVE ADMINISTRATION

(1885 to 1st July, 1896)

t"'^ 1,144 square miles.

f™"* , »56,213 00
Average per mile , 49 10

LIBERAL ADMINISTRATION

(1st July, 1896, to 31st May, 1907.)

^"^ 1,401 square miles.
^"""^

.;
$468,866 00

Average per mile ggg »

FOSTER A LOOTER
It would be difficult to find anything reflecting upon the integrity

of public men in Canada, without finding Hon. G. E. Foster among
the guilty ones. Would the people of Canada be surprised to learn
that Geo. E. Foster, the advocate of purity in politics (who was once
unseated for corrupt practises), the man who presumes to act in the
capacity of public censor, himself APPLIED FOR FIFTY MILES
OF TIMBER LIMIT, but, when he found that there were other com-
petitors, he withdrew his appUcation. This considerate politician de-
clined to enter into competition for the limit; SO LONG AS HE COULD
GET IT FOR NOTHING, ALL WAS WELL, but when he found that
he might Have to pay something, the limit ceased to interest him.

This is the gentleman who says the Government has acted im-
providentlybygiving away Umits for less than they were worth HE
APPLIED TO GET ONE FREE.

The Conservative administration was characterized by disgraceful
trafficking in timber hmits. There was scarcely a prominent Conser-
vative politician in the Dominion whose name does not figure upon the
records as an applicant for a timber limit

9



SQIT^n? .^i^^*'"*°" "y "' °'™ W™ DISPOSED OF 29 3"SQUARE MILES OF TIMBER WHILE IN OFFICE, .t «. avwL'of $4.13 per square mile?
"verage

What will the electors say of men who disposed'of 23 000 sauar,.

ttraiv^^^
''™°"^ ''^'''« ^''^ SenSoT":

What will the electors say of men WHO Divrnpn iunxTf.

TIMBER IN ONE YEAR, WITHOUT PAYING A CENT FOR IT?

HAS^NEVER ^mn'^^r,'? ?f
'^ ^"*"^ Government, WHICHUAH IvtVJiR SOLD A MILE OF TIMBER STVrp thitv nAn.T^

lands, m face of the Conservative record, >8 disclosed above ?

CONTINUED OLD SYSTEM
The system of selling timber limits, which has provided the subject

p^m^^^T:'*'™
"""demnation, WAS INAUGURATED BY THECONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT IN 1889. Previous to fhat timt

a royalty. The non-enforcement of even these easy terms led to thegreat abuses mentioned, which caused a dissipation of the timber re^som-ces without any corresponding advantage to the treasury

in ligi'n'i;^* JV*"
^^"^- """""^ '" '^ """«' "-o Conservativesm 1889 inaugurated a competition system, under which it was not thepractice for the Government to offer timber lands for sale unlesslmeapphca ion was made for them. When any person wished to have a^mber limit put up tor sale, he made appUcation to the timber andmines branch; then the officers of that branch issued the notices andadvertisements, after seeing whether the timber was availabTe and

Im «"
^. f .'^ *" Government. Tenders were adverti^d forand a^ter the tenders were received, they were opened on the day fixedand the limit was given to the highest bidder.

ay nxea,

10



This WM the plan adopted under the regulations in 1889, and it
was carried on until 1896 by the Conservatives, when they went out
of office. The Liberal administration continued to enforce the same
system with only trifling changes such as affected the homesteader in
the railway belt, and the payment by the holder of the timber of half
the cost of fire guarding. •

In criticising the regulations under which timber limits have been
granted by the Liberal Government, THE CONSERVATIVES ARE
CONDEMNING THEIR OWN ACTS WHEN IN POWER. They
made the law as it stood previous to December 17, 1907. When the
Liberals assumed office in 1896 THEY ADMINLSTERED FOR A
TIME THE LAW AS THEY FOUND IT. THE CONSERVATIVES
CRITICISE THE LAW THEY THEMSELVES INAUGURATED.

LIBERALS IMPROVED LAW
While it is true that the Liberals continued the law with regard

to the sale of timber Umits, there appeared to be room for improvement,
AND THE LAW WAS IMPROVED. The law now is that all timber
areas put up for sale are first inspected by the Government cruiser and
surveyed by the Government surveyor. An upset price is then placed
on them and this price is kept secret by the Government. The auction
takes place at the Irjid office nearest the berth. The right is reserved
to refuse any bid not exceeding the upset price. It is the same system
used in selling the Dominion School lands.

WHAT CONSERVATIVES ALLEGE
They say the regulations governing the sale of timber are defective.

These regulations WERE MADE BY I'HEMSELVES, and were
changed by the Liberal Government on December 17, 1907.

Conservatives allege that timber was sold by Liberals at prices far
below its value.

Conservatives disposed of 29,322 SQUARE MILES AT S4 13
PER SQUARE MILE; 23,000 SQUARE MILES OF THIS QUANTITY
WAS WITHOUT ANY CONSIDERATION AT ALL-OF WHICH
10,326 SQUARE MILES OF IT WAS DIVIDED AMONG THEM-
SELVES, FREE, IN ONE YEAR. THE LIBERALS OBTAINED

11



»81^ PER SQUARE MILE FOR THE 6 458 SOUARF Mtt,.THEY SOLD SINCE 1896
SQUARE MILL-

noH.rT'l"*'™' f"'^
*"* *'"' "'»'^» disposed of the timber t„poUtical partisans through favoritUra

If this could be so in 1908, with a population of over 1 000 00(1with how much more force could the argument be aDolied L th^ r

timber, when there was scarcely any settlement at ;il in the NorThwes"The Liberals only sold 6,456 square miles in the last twelve veai'during which time an immense population tas poured into f,:;:;,::

specuhtZ™"™'
'"™" ^'^ ''°^""'"«"* "' -"'"S ^he timber t.,

NOT'^OPERlTORf 1'*',°' ,*,™"^' '" *'«' '''"«'= ->' "«" WHO ARK
ever so^r ThI™T ^f' *'' *™'^' »'"' ^"«™' «overnment

I .f- J """ ''*™ '*^" """"ed that they must erect millsand ™t timber, ORTHE LIMITS WILL REVERT TO THE GOVERN:

of nJ^c:tt::;:^;:x*r
^""""-^ -" ^-^^'-^ -"«»«-

THE'coSRvrT?V°ErF7xE^^^i—ed the olheia. h'^v^c^y1 tLtwrt/elS^he
precedents, and are to blame if the law was unsatisfactory.

GOT GOOD PRICES
The Liberal Government sold timber at an average price of »81 92

^dirtord'tsl'"
«-'-<'«—* l^tween^he yel*',888

M. h7^' , ' '''"'™ "''*' °' *'»'«'•• """h of it pine and valu-

theTrthtT"
"'*'""' '^ *"'' ^""'"'"^ «°™"™-* f- «-*» in

la



TIMBER RESOURCES
The forest lands in Manitoba and the Northwest Territories cover

722,578 square miles, in the British Columbia railway belt 20,000"8quare
miles.

Total Timber Lands 742,578 square miles.
Total Merchantable Timber Lands in Mani-

toba and the Northwest i6o 000 "

Deduct Railway Belt in British .Columbia. . 20,000

Merchantable Timber in Manitoba and the
Northwest 130,000 square miles

Sold from 1896 to 1908 6,500

Balance Unsold 123,500 square miles.
If the Government seUs the timber in the future at the same rate

as in the past, there is enough, without reproduction, to last for 220
years. In addition to this, thers are nearly 800,000 square miles of
forest area, largely spruce, now .rowing, which can be cut every twenty
years.

TIMBER SOLD AND BONUS PAID
Conservatives—29,322 square miles $ 121,099 00
Liberals—6,456 square miles 528,875 00
Had Conservatives secured the same price

Liberals got, the result would be 2, 402, 058 00

HONEST ADMINISTRATION
The Liberal Government has administered the timber lands of

the country prudently and honestly, and in a manner that has HE-
SULTED IN LARGE SUMS FLOWING INTO THE TREASURY.
Conservative administration of timber lands WAS A PUBLIC SCAN-
DAL AND BENEFITTED ONLY THE POLITICIAN AND THE
GRAFTER.

TORIES FEARED THE TRUTH
Members of the Opposition have not hesitated to insinuate that

Mr. Turiff, M.P., formerly Commissionfir of Dominion Lands, acted

18



improperly in receiving tenders for timber Umito. Mr Turriff „n .1^r of the Hou«,,con,t«.tly invited them tTwng . I™ '"^l'':tun bnt without .ucee«. When the timber matter, were tefZ^.TPubhc Account, Committee, Mr. Turriff ZinS !t^n^

wnere be opened the tenders m private. They Itnew well »h»f th

CrZ„rfro:tSi'"n.i""
-^ '" **» p~»-r»"^t^t :

THEY DARED NOT PUT HIM UPON THF ST*vn j ,

them^"
""" "'*""'' ""^ **'"''" "'«' *» "-^ "«» «Pi™<i for'receiving

He did not retire to a dark room to open tenders

omciU'
"™' ""^"^ *'^" ''°™' ""* "^^y^ - '"e presence of another

Tenders, when received, were placed in the safe .n^ „„ u j
aece^to them, and they wer« only o'Uned at tt;Srm^rnt°™*-''

withtssri^'"'^" ""^ *"''**'^ -^^ ""•"- - «-^-e
He never had any suggestions made to him by anv oenmn «l,iim office to do an improper act. ^ P^° """^

Mr. Turriff characterized as "A DELIBERATE IIF" ti, ^ ^
ments made with regard to himself by » Foster wtobvthabsented himself fro. t.e Committee w^hen Mr'T^ifft^ o^n^Le^Z.'

TORIES STOP INVESTIGATION

inJi^brrr^rfb^ter^xrcoSor^r^^^^^^^
s^nt and contemptible. FAILING T^^VRET^^EZmCEwhich would mvolve the official honestv of » form.,, r

'^y'^I^^^E

Crown Lands, and realizing that he hTno Ll rAme^'TW-
"

Conservative critic on tim,«r matters, took advi1,aL absi^t^



Mr. MoDonidd, M.P., from the Committte Room, AND MOVED THAT
INVESTIGATION TERMINATE.

u MUVtU THAT

!• Mr. Amea bad been veryJpeniBtent and suspicioiu throughout
and hi. vigOToue plea that the proceeding, be brought to a conclumon
woiJd have had the effect of blocking further invertigation into timber
L '.ttera.

Investigation revealed NOTHING FROM VraiCH POLITICAL
CAPITAL COULD BE MADE, and the Oppo»tion l^^inW^t
the proceedings. In the administration of timber affairs, everything
was found to be regular, and every official concerned emerged from the
ordeal with credit.
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