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FROM THE MINUTES OF THE SYNOD OF THE PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH OF NOVA-SCOTIA,

1844.

CEICERNIT OO QI OO

PICTOU CHURCH, Jury 10th, 1844,

HE Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova-Scotia

met, after a Sermon by the Rev. John Campbell,'the

Moderator, trom 1 C X 1954 Lest we should hin-
der the Gospel of Christ,” and was constituted.

"The Prcsﬁylcry of Pictou reported that the Rev. Peter
G. MacGregor has been loosed from his pastoral relation to
the Congregation of Guysborough, and transferred to the
Presbytery of Truro, and that liis name has been dropt from
the Roll of Presbytery,—tliat Mr. Andrew P, Millar, Preach-
er of the Gospel, has been ordained to the collegiate charge
of the Congregation of Merigomish,—and the Rev. James
Waddell has been admitted to the pastoral charge of the
Congregation of River John, since (Le last meeting of Sy-
111{»:1',‘ and that their names huve been added to the Presbytery

oll. .

The Preshytery of Truro reported that the Rev. Peter G,
MacGregor has been admitted to the pastoral charge of the

and that a1 to tha'RoW of Preshytery.
"The Maderator reported that, since last meeting of Syng],
it has pleased the Great Head of the Church to remove by
death the Rev. Thomas MacCullech, D. D., and Professor
of Divinity to this Symod.
The Clerk was ordered to ke the requisite alterations
in the Roll of Synod, in accordance with these reports.
Oun motion, it was unan usly resolved that a Committee
he appointed to prepare, for insertion upon the minutes, an
sion of the high personal esteem in which the late Dr.
MacCulloch was held by this §ynqd, anil of the deep sense
which they entertain of the important services rendered to
the Preshyterian Church of Nova-Seotia, by him andhis
venerable coadjutors, v !
The Rev.Messrs. Trotter, MacKintuy, Keir and Murdoch,
apd Messrs. Matheson and Patterson, Ruling Eldesg, were
pointed a Committee to carry the foregoing Refblution
ipto effect, Mr. MavKiulay to he Convener.
Received and read the Repart of the Committee appoiiit-
d to_correspond with [the resbytery of Prince I‘? ward
sland, in making enquiries into the situation and conduct
f the Rev, John C. Sinclair, The dilizence of the acting
(Committee was approved, and tha-teport adopted. Where-
| upon it was ordered that Mr, Sinelair’s name: be nnnexed to
the Synod Roll. g
The Rev. Peter G. MacGregor was unanimously chosen
Moderator, and took the chair accordingly. t
The usual C i were then  appoi and a part
of the Fvening Sederunt was spent in devotional exercises,

———

1

Jury dith.

Read the minutes of ust meeting of Synod. ¢
Received the Reports of the several mabg}eries on the
Resolution praposed at last ing of S, ing
the Imposition of Hands at the ordination o{nkufing i*;!ders.

After reasoning, the follawjg Resolution ‘was moved, se-
*onded, and cur’rlu‘d, vigi— - gRld,

¢ That it is the opinion of this Synod that persons nuy
be set apart to the office of the Kldership by the Imposition
of Hands, and that Sessions have power to perforin this sev-
vice.”

The Synod also recommended to the Sessions to introduce
uniformity in practice on this subject as speedily ax pragti-
cuble,

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Trotter, the Synod unsii-
mously agreed strongly to recommend the several Congrégi~
tions in its connection, according to their ability, to assist
the Congregation in Halifax in ereeting their place of Wors

ship.

'l‘hu Rev. Messrs. Kier, McGilvray, and MacCulle I\
were appoiuted & Committce to carry t[‘x’c preceding Rezolu
tion into effect—Mr. MacCulloch to be Convene! .

Agreed that hereafter all reports, references, resolution:
motions, and notices of motion, be submitted in writing.

Received and read the Reports of the several Pr y

teri ting the Qvert Foreign Missans_yay
ted 10" CH PO ETSHIBFANON by (N 8y Gt s TE5C g

ing.
S i{cml also a (leevly interesting Memorial on the smne sub-

ject from the Presbytery:of P, E, Island.

After reasoning, the Overture was adopted, and a Coe
mittee, or Board of Foreign Missions, cousisting of the
Presbytery of Prince Ellwnrs Istand, with the Rev, Me#srs,
Bayne, Waddell, MaeCurdy and Baxter, and Mr, Isaac Lo~
gan and Dr. Wagdell, was appointed,~thige to form a quo-
rum, and Mr. Kicr to be Convencr. 1

The Rev, Mr. Trotter read partof a dissertation on ‘I'he
L A postacy of the Middle Ages, viewed s a_great and bene-
ficial arrangement of Providence.",

Jury 12th,

Pr ded to the apy of a Professor of Divinity,
The Rev. Mr. Douglas, being roquested by the Moderu-
tor, nppropriately uddressed the Throne of Grace, implor-
ing Divine direction in the important business in, whicli the
Synod ‘was about to engage i

After some discussion, it was agreed that in the menis -
time only one Profeseor of Diyinity shall he appointed, witli
a salary of' £30'per annun, with the understanding that if
at a tuture period any addition shall'be made number,
the Synod will then adjust their salaries to the ¥ rees . of
the bodk and the nuinber of Professors empl %

"The Rev. Messrs. Kier, M
proposed as candidates for the office, li\aup. acKinlay
and Trotter ultimately declined being put in nomination,
and Mr. Kjer was unanimously chosen. His elagtion’ was
intimatedito him by the Moderator, i

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Troter, it was
point a Committeo to “express “the s{vmpnthy' f
with the Freo Proteating Church of Scotland.” Th
Mesars. Trotter, MaoKinlay and the Clerk, were
& Comnittes in_accordance with ‘the preceding motie
Mr: Troster'to be Convener. :

P,

acKinlay and Tratter were i :



1

On motion of the Rev. Mr. MacCulloch, it was agreed

that the existing Committee of Missions he appointed a
Board of Domestic Missions, for the urpose of carrying
into effect the objects contemplated in the formation of the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and that the said
Society be regularly and synodically recognised. _
» On motion of the Rev. Mr. Christie, the Board of Foreign
Misgions were instructed to meet and prepare a draft of a
eade of rules for the regulation of their proceedings, to be
subwitted to the Synod during the present Session,

The Rev. Mr. Smith romfu Lecture before the Synod
* #On the Prophecies of the Old 'T'estament Dispensation, as

far as they relate to the Church under the New,”

o Receivedand read an extract from the minutes of the Sy-
i nod of Nova-Scotia, adhering to the Westminster Stan-
dards, containing annccount of their proceedings respecting
n union between that body and the Presbyterian Church of
Nova-Scotia.

On'motion of the Rev. Mr. Trotter, it was unahimous!
agreedto appoint a Committee to prosecute aunion betwes)

. this Synod and the Synod of Nova-Scotia, adhering to the
¥ Woestminstefstandards,—the Committee to he guided in their
« procéedings byithe instructions given hy this Synad to the for-
mer Committee on union, and enjoined) to adhere to. the
spirit and intent of the former Basis. The Rev. the Mode-
rator, the Rev, Messrs. Trotter, MaeKinlay; Roy, Baxter,
Smith, and the Clerk, were appointed a Committee, instruct-
: ed and enjoined in torms of the foregoing motiom,—three to
form a quorum, and Mr. Trotter to he Convener.

Ordered the Clerk to forward a_copy of the preceding
minutes to the Clerk of the Synod of Nova-Scotia, adhering
to the Wostminster Standards. '

L

Jury 15th,

would.at the same time express their uifeigned sorrow on
account of the sudden and unexpected removal by death,
since their last moeting, of the late Rev, T'homas MaeCul.
loch, D. D, he many and useful lahours in wl ieh for a
long series of years. he was engaged, together with his-un-
tiring energy und perseverance often amid no small difi-
culty and discoura ement, they would highly appreciate,
Murollmrticnlurly they would advert to his uble and merito-
rious defence of Protestautism, at an early period of his re-
sidence in this Provinee; to his subsoquent und arduous exer-
tions in establishing a Liternry-and Philosophical Institution
in the Town of Pictou; to the assiduity and care with which
for many years ho toiled in hehalf of its interests and pre-
sided in its management ; and to the success of his exer'tons
not merely in imparting to many young men such an educa-
tion ‘as forimed a solid preparation to their occu ng im-
portant stations in life, in a manner creditable to t emsely
and useful to the public; but also in exciting a decided taste
for liberal studies, especially in the Eastern section of the
Province, They would further expross their regret that
circumstances ultimately,rendered his removal from Picton
expedient, however usefully and honorably he was employ -
ed-during'the later years of his life as President of Dalhou-
sie College in Halifax,

But the Synod would attach peculiar value to his
viees as their Profossor of Divinity, ;
bours in this department are to be found not smerely in the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Seotia,hut even in Canada
and the United States, in the ministrations of faithful men
who received from him their lessons in ‘Theology. While
the Synod admired his varied and extensive leatnin , they
had perfect confidence in his soundness in the faith, ﬁ‘heso‘.
ether with his experience, zeal, and acknowledged apiti~
e for imparting knowledge, vendered him an accomplished
d ful public lustructor.

The fruits of his In-

to,
tu
an

Re: d the Report of the state of the Theological Fund,
Received also the Report of the Committee appointed to
devise and adopt measures for the more safe and secure
holding and management of said funds. The draft of a
Bill oi’glucnrporazilm for this purpose was also read. The
we of tirs Committec was approved, and they ‘wers
ontinued a Committee for the purpose of carrying into ef-
t the objects of their originnrnp ointment, ‘
Ordered that 50 copies of the Bill of Incorporation, a
draft of which has been just read, be printed for cirealation
among the members of f{lis Court-—and the sqveral Presby-
teries take the sama into consideration, and report thereon
to the Comunittee on orbefore the first day of Docember next.

Agreed that in the mean time the Divinity Hall shall meet
in Prince Town Royalty, P. E. L, on the first Friday in Oc-
tober, and shall continue in session for one month, The
Presbytery of Prince Edward Island were enjoined to sup-
)}»{y l('!m pulpit of the Professor during the first session of the

.

Ordered the Clerks of the several Presbyteries to certify
to the Professor of Divinity the standing of the Students
who may come up to the Hall from the respective Preshy-
teries,

The Committee appointed to prepare a draft of instrue-
tions for the guidance of the proceedings of the Board of
Poreign Missions, presented said draft, which was ap-
proved, and adopted s a general outline of the course which
the Board is to pursue in its operations,

The Rev. Mr.  Keir rend a Lecture before the Synod
* On the nature, constitution, government and administra-
tion of the Church of Christ, as deseribed in Seripture.”

The Comihittee appointed to propare for insertion upon
the Records of 8ynod an expreasion of the high estcem in

h the late Rev, Thomis MacCulloch, D, D., and his
vanerablo as tes nod follow labourers in the Gospel  of

Chirist were held, presented the following statement, which

wis approved and ordered to be engrossed upon the minutes
© of Svted, 1t is us follows:
REPORT OF TIE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO DRAW. UP A
TESTIMORY OF RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE

REY. THOMAS MACCULLOCH, D, D., §. T, P,
While this 8ynod would bow with reverential Submission
Xions of the Great Head of the Church, they

‘The Synod would also hear testimony to his usefulness
both as a inember of this Court and ns a minister of Christ,
duril:f the period that he retained his charge; while they
would record their high esteem of his numerous virtues as a
man and as a Cheistian,  They 'would also deeply sympa-
thize ;vilh his family in the bereavemont which they sus-
tained, -

Huving,hitherto omitted particular notice of the impor-
tant services rendered to the intorosts of Religion in general
throughout the ‘Province, and especially to the prosperity
of the Presbyterian Chufrch of I‘ﬂ)’in-Scntia, by those who
wero, bis fellow labouPers in laying her foundations, the
Synod regard the present as a favourable opportunity to
supply, that otission, by recording “the high sense which
they entertain®of the piety, zeal, well directed and ably sus-
tained exertions jn theif Mastor’s service, of the Rev. Jas.
MacGregor, B. D., whose praise is in the Charches, and
whose- memoty will be long and affectionately chérished
throughout this and the neighborin Provinces,—of the Rev.
Jamos Monroe and the é{ev. Hu ﬁl Graham, who, though
occupying sections of the Church remote from Dr.MacGregor
and from each other, were animated with the saine spirit, and
walked in the same steps,—of the Rev. Matthew Dripps, the
Rev, James Thowmson, the Rev. Duncan Ross, the Rev. John
Mitchell, and the Rev.’ John Waddell,—all of whom the
Synod confidently trust have entered into the joy of their
Lord; and of the Rev. John Brown, who still fabours with
great acceptance in the Church on earth,
his age, and the 50th year of his ministry. The Syned also
embrace this opportunity of recording an expression of their
aratitude to the Great Head of the (ﬂmrch, for having sent
forth such labourers into his vineyard—for sunninir;g many
of them so long under numerous and very great difficulties
—and for lonouring them with such signal sucesss, so that
from smull and widely scattered beginnings, the sphere of
their labours gradually assumed a more cheering aspect,
until they had the pleasure of sceing the wilderness and
the solitary place hecoming glad, and the desert rejoicing
and blossoming as the rose; : ¢

By the rcmov:? of their Fathers and brethren from time
to time by death, the Synod would be reminded of their
duty;—and would be stirred uF_ bumbli' and carnestly to
seck the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit, that they

/
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may be found “not slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

X
Jory 16th.

‘The Rev, Mr. Baxter, according to notice given, moved
the following Resolution, vi A
 That it 1s the opinion of this Synod, that, in congrega-
tions in which it seems to be expedient, Ministers may sanc-
tion and preside at the election and ordinati to

On motion of the Rev. Mr. MacCulloch, the Rev, Messts.
MacKinlay and Roy were appointed a Committee (Mr. Mae-
Kinlay to be Convener,) ll::)r the purpose of preparing u
Schedule of Statistical Questions to be by the se-
veral Sessions under the i of this Court,—the said
Schedule to be prepared on or before the 1st day in Octo-
bernext. The said Committee weid also instructed to print
200 copies of the Schedule, and distribute them among the

0l
the deaconship, without gny infringement of their ordina-
tion vows,”
After reasoniug it was agreed to remit the whole question
7 respecting the revival of the office of Deacon in the Church
$ to the considerntion of the several Preshyteries, with in-
! Jjunetion to report thercupon to the Synod at its next meet-
ing.
Transmitted through the Committee of Bills and Over-
tares a_reference from the Preshytery of Prince Edward
Island, being a reference from the Session of Cascumpeque,
vequesting advice respecting an’ application for baptism by
a woman married to a man who has another wife still alive,
and now living with another man, for whom she abandoned
her lawful hushand. ‘I'he said husband, after endeavorting
for eight or nine years to reclaim his fuithless wife, but with-
out avail, was subsequendy married to the applicant by a
Justice of the Pence. The Synod declined 1o ilsue any de-
diverance in the case until time was afforded them duly to
consider the merits of the peculiar and important case.
The Committee appointed to prepare a formula of ques-
tions to be put to applicants at their admission to the Com-
{ munion of the Church, submitted a formula which they had
| drawn up, The diligence of the Comimttee was approved.
Agreed that 100 copies of the formula be printed, for circu-
lation among the memhers of  this Court, to enjoin Presby-
teries to forward their romarks upon the document to the
Committee, in time to enable theaid Committee to prepare
a revised draft for supmission to the Synod at its next meet-

ing.
® % ced that hm;ﬂer thie meetings of Syned shall be held
= in Pietou, 'I'ruro, -d@nd Prince Edward Island, as may from
", time ta'time be appointed.
'The next meeting of Swod was appointed to be held i
2’ T'ruro, on the second Wednesday in July 1845, at 11
f adelock, A. M. e
; #  'The Committee appointed to audit the Treasurer’s Ac-
1 count reported that they have attended to this duty, and
find that they have been accurately kept, and that there is
| 7. in fund the sum of £37 0 9}.- e
i B
i ? Jury 17th!
| On_motion of the Rev. Mr. MacCulloch, it was agreed
that the Basis of Union l'urmerl‘y" drawn up and approved
5. by this Synod together with such parts of the instruetions as
i
{

the O may deem 'Yy be’printed in connec-
tion with the Synod Minutes. i

T'lie Clerk was ordered to print 200 copies of the minutes
for distribution among the various Sessions in i

of Synod. The several Sessions were also en-
Jjoiped to_forward to the Statistical i duly
%Qd as early as practicable after the of
the New Year.

The Presbytery of Pictou gave in a report of their deal-
ing with the Congrogation of Tatamagouche, m[lmcting
arrears due from that congregation to the Rev, Hugl
bar. The case was again remitted to the Presbytery with
instructions to use diligence to bring the matter to a speedy
and equitable adjustment,

The Presbytery of T'ruro reported that they have Prenl":{)w
terially visited 3} the Cengregations within their bounds,
except one. The diligence of' the Presbytery was highly
approved. 2

t was ordered that the answers given to the questions at
Presbyterial visitations by the respective parties be inserted
seriatun on the Minutes of Presbytery.

The C: ission and C: ittee of Superi was
continued, and the Presbytery Elders of the resgective Ses-
sionsgover which the Breth posing the issiof
preside, were added to the Committee.

cour?’gemem of -young meh in the prosecution of their stu~
dies for the Ministerial Office was also continued. ~ //
The Rev. Messrs. MacKinlay, Roy and Ross, were ap-
ointed to deliver lectures before the Synod at its next
meeting,—Mr. MacKinlay to lecture on Thursda; evening,
r. Ross on Friday evening, and Mr. Roy on Monday, at
‘clock, p. », 7

he Rev. David Roy was appointed to assist the Rev.
W. Millar at thd dispsasation of the S of the
Lord’s Supper, and to a)ntform a missionary tour of 4 weeks
in Cape Breton and Guysboro’. Mr. MacKinlay was ap-
Lminmd to nupﬁy Mt, Rl?dv’s pulpit on the first Sabbath of

is absence,—Mr. A. P. Millar the second, and Mr. Came-
ron the third.

It was agreed to recommend to the several Preshyteries
to send their members not less than one day each ‘on mis-
sionary excursions to destitute localities within their bounds,
and oo the out-skirts of their respective boundaries.

The Rev, Mr. Murdoch, according to notice given, sub-
mitted the following resolution, viz:—

“That the Synod take into consideration the propriety of
ordainingZyoung men at the same time that they are li-
censed €nd sent %orth to preach the Gospel.”

"T'he resolution was sent down to the several Presbyteries

to the Synod at its next meeting,
The Clerk was ordered to write to these ministers from

1
©with d, and to forward their respective numbers to
the Clerks of the several Prosbytories. :
The Commi ppointed to cor d with the United
Associnte Synod of Scotland, gave.a verbal report of their
proceedings.  Thoir diligence was npproved, and the same
thren were i a C i for the purpose of
_their original appointment. The Rev. A. P, Millar was
added to the Committee.
- The Rev. Mesars. Trotter, Campbell, and MacGregor,
were continued a. @ommittee of gencral correspondence,
Mz, 'Lrotter to be Cenvener. .

APPE

i

No. L

DASTS OF UKION REFERRED TO 1N THE PRECEDING MINUTES. G
K Fhe great object of the proposed Union shall be the | in

whose Congreg no collection to the Synod funds has
been received, urging them to bring the matter before their
congregations, and to forward the amount collected with as
little delay as possible.~~The Clerk was also ordered to
give particular notice of the several Synodical injunctions
to the Clerks of the respective Presbyteries.

Concluded with praise, prayer, and the Apostolic Bene-
diction, 4 b

Extracted from the Minutes of Synod, by
: Janes Ross, Synod Clerk,
Pictou, July 17, 1844,

NDIX.

adyancement of pure and g b¥| P i
a greater degtee of purity and conformity to the Word of
od‘::;h in doctrine and discipline, than at present exists

v

eil

lofiled Roliat
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y
‘The Committee appointed to mature a plan for the en-’

fog their consideration, with instructions to report thereupon




fI. Any Union which takes place must be upon terms of
perfect equality.

111, While the body when united may hold friendly cor-
respondence with other Churches, and regard all who are
similarly constituted with themselves as sister Churches, all
Foreign jurisdiction and interference with its proceedings
must be disclaimed for the following reasons:—

Ist. It is inconsistent with the first principles of Presby-
terianism to be directly or indirectly subject to the interfer-
ence of any body in which we are not duly represented.

andly. Such interference is unnecessary, and calculated
to do evil rather than good,

IV. That the Confession of Faith with the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms, be retained by the United Body as the
Confession of their Faith;—it being always understood,
however, that the subjects upon which this' Synod differs
tfrom the Confession of Faith as exhibited in our public
standards, be made matter of mutual forhearance.

V. Asregards the name or designation of the United Body,
and the mode of carrying the Union intg effect, the Synod
agree to the suggestions of the Rev. Mr. Scott; in his letter
of August 27, 1841, addressed to the Rev. Mr. Trotter.

RECEIVED.
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Octr. 2, Balance on hand,
1844,
July 8, Contribution from Pictou,
8 1 0 East River,
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Londonderry, il
U. Settlement E.. River,2
Cavendish,
Maitland, 3
Gays River, & Shuben-

acadie, 2
‘West River, 5
St. Mary’s, 2
Windsor & Newport, 3
Stewiacke, for 1843 &

1844;
Onslow & Brookfield,
Bedeque,
Merigomish, . 2 6

£56

e
« 15,
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“« 16,
« 17,
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Aug.27,
Qct. 3,
L 15,
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No. L,
SYXODICAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE IOARD OF FOREIGN MIS<
SIONS, IN CONNECTION WITH THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF NOVA-SCOTIA. i
1. That the Board be authorized to receive the co-opera-
tion of the several Ministers of the Church, in making an
appeal to all the congregations in the Body, relative to the
object of their appointinent, iNm\‘ing the Memorial read
in their several pulpits lin ing and aiding an
ugenui', ifit be deemed proper that one should be e ployed.
2. That the Board do apply to such sources of informa-
tion as they may deem requisite, for the purpose of ascer-
taining the most eligible field for their Missionary operations,
expenses of outfit, passage money, annuul salary, &e. &e.
3. That when Funds adequate to maintain a Missionary
abroad shall be gnaranteed by the several congregations of
this Church, and the Board shall feel themselves prepared
to negociate with candidates for such Missionary employ=
ment, proposals shall be made to obtain ofters from quplified
persons, willing to volunteer their services for this purpose.
4. That in treating with Candidates, ful attention be
paid to their personal religion. doctrinal views, and missiogs
ary spirit,

“ACCOUNT.

1844, *
WJuly 16, Mrs. MeLean.
17, Synod Clerk, ¢
L T o. for Stationary,
rinting 1000 copiesot’ the Address, in
l!MS.g IS'w !
Printing Synod Minutes, in 1843,
Rev. Geo. Christie’s expenses to P. E. L.,

TR 2 g ings of Synod, . ’
Thg%m! a!%'e'tl"f"g?ﬂ#ﬁ i% '%?u‘wf&ww
B!

Salary in advance,

Balance on hand,




