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¥ Delﬂgatlﬁn supports: the recommendations which the Economic
in its gesofution 1090 ji). We are in particular in

his repbrt of January Sour
establishment -f a Un saster. Fund through vuluntary gont:ibutlons.
The Secretary-General qs_prooosed nstead that ke be authprizéd to draw a certain
amount of money from the Regular Budget of the United Nations for reli&f1a551stance
purposes. We support this proposal and agree with the Secretary—General s view
that such funds as are made available should be used on the advice of the Red
Cross and the United Nations resident representative in the area of disaster~

itry, We are of the view that, in this connection, the United Nations
resentative should be given full responsibility for the co-ordination
in the f1e1d of all United Nations relief activities in individual caso,~ &

gie Econom1c and cial

Cperative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution before us "requ'
member states, when offering emergency assistance in cases of natural disaster,
to inform and to make use of the aprropriate standing machinery set up in the
stricken countries and to inform the 3ecretary-General of the type of emergency
assistance that they are in a position to offer", My Delegation would hope that
such information as the Secretary-General may be able to collect as a result of
this paragraph of the draft resolution before us may eventually produce a complete
inventory of the financial, personal and physical resources available inter-
nationally through national disaster programmes, international agencies as well
as funds established by governments for bilateral emergency aid., We would
like to suggest, however, that the role of the United Nations should be to suppqxt,
where appropriate, rather than to coordinate, the work and activities of donor s
governments and the League of Red Cross Societies in the field of 1_ternatlonal
relief assistance., We consider that the Red. Cross, or as the case may be, the
Red Crescent, Societies should retain the primamy responsibility
and coordlnat1ng disaster relief assistancess le we can see s
the United Natiens collating general infon ‘about the magni
of relief assf"ance available from member@@@ntries under nationa. fpmogrammes,
t ti . it would be practical or prefitable for the Secretariat to act
as a centre « ’informatlon in individual emergency situations, particulaply in
the early stage of reccue operations, In our opinion, this task should €ontinue
to be performed by the League of Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies, ~which
have both thef,g_rnical capac1ty and experience to undertake this phase of
relief work, ‘
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Finally, Mr. Chairman, my Delegaticn is of the view that the United Nations

should give high priority to the provisicn of technical assistance for the making

of plans in advance to ensure that the best possible use can be made in the
shortest possible time of all resources available to relieve distress, There

is also considerable merit in the Secretary-General's suggestion that the United
Nations provide assistance immediately after a disaster in drawing up comprehensive
plans for rehabilitation and reconstruction,







