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|h« |apli8m of [\\ |olg Icripfurei

A PEW words to those who without Godly
oonsideratioii allow their Children to be Sprinkled

with Water, instead of being Themselves
Baptised according to the Order of

THE WORD OF GOD.

IIave you over weighed tJu' words oftheHoly Ghost
iiH spoken hy Peter on that firnt <lay of the preaching
of the ' flospol of the (Jrat'o of God ', in Acts ii. 38—
"Repent and bo huptizod every one of 3-011 in the
Name of Jmis Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For
the pmmise is unto 3-ou, and lo your children- [nieanr
•iri'j the Jens wJm lolth thir chtlhrii were in covenant
mth Go(f], and to all that are afar off [meaning the.

Gentiles (see Ephesians ii. 13, 17)], as nian\' as the
Lord our God shall call "?

And PnisT,—Mark, wlio tluy were that were
baptized in Acts ii. 41, ^'Tlioy that gladly received
his word wore baptized": and why? John i. 12 ox-
plains M'hy—" As many as received Him, to them
gave He power to l>econio the sons of God, to them
that believe on His Xamo". Thus wo see that all
those who do not receive Christ int^ their hearts,
4ire excluded : therefore infants can have no pjirt in
Scrit)tural or the true Baptism.
The reception of Christ into the soul is A NEClss-

sARY previous to real Baptism ; it is more fully ex-
plained in Jfonums vi., for thei'o we see what the
symlx)! of the Water indicates, ami vor^^ beautiful
it is. The Scripture sa^-s, 'Buried with Him in

undorneath the ground ? ^Vhat a blessed tiiith do we
gather from this chapter and fvomCohssiam '1112-14,
When we believe on the Lord Josus we become



Earfc of His body (Ephesians v. 30), we partake of
Lis righteouHno.s8 (2 Corinthians v. 21), we are One

with Him (John xvii. 21), so that God sees us—
Judged in Olirist—Dco^i in Christ— and Buried with
Christ, of which the putting under the water is the
type, and yet more precious still, Ho sees us as
raised again in Christ, and sitting in heavenly places
(Ephesians ii. C), of which the coming up again out
of the water so beautifully typifies ; thus believers
may rejoice in the blessed truth of liomans viii. 1,.
" There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus ".

Pi-ecious, con.soling truth is this; no judgment
for the true believer to look forward to, except the
judgment seat of Christ, for the giving of Reicards-
to- those, who serve Him faithfully, and suffer with
Him in thi^ life.

It was this special teaching of death and resur-
rection, that was intimated by the Lord in Matthem
xii. 39, 40, as the only sign that the Jews should
receive from Him, the sign of Jonas. But further,
this symbol of death, burial, and resuirection also
implies a confession on the part of those baptized,
that they henceforth purpose to bo dead to the world,
dead to sin, and alive only unto God, living a new resur-
rection life to Mis glory (Gal. ii. 19, 20; Rom. vi. 11).
Hence Baptism is indeed a very solemn testimony

before the world, when scripturally administered,
and faithfully undertaken according to God's word.
It IS a picture to the world for them to see in this
outward tigure of baptism, that change which God
has made in the soul of the believer, which they can-
not see or even understand, for spiritual things are
only discerned by those having the spirit of God
dwelling in them. How necessary therefore is it for
those who have been baptized, to take jealous heed to '

«f fK^i . ~ utheir walk l>Afni«o man fK... ...,.,, ^..,,, ..

upon the JName ofthe Lord whom they have public-
ly professed to follow; yet how few Christians are

^

( •
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living as crucified to the world and alivo only to God

;

and need this be wondered at when we see Scripture
truth so turned upside down as it is in the formu-
laries and prayer books devised by men ?

Scripture sayn, " Kepent and bo bapti/Jd every
one of you"—thus all are called to lopentance
FIKST—this is of first importance; so again in

Acts xvii. 30, "But [God] noic commandeth all men
everywhere to temnt "

; the same truth is taught in

Jjuke xxiv. 47. The first thing then to do is to

EEPEN"T, or change our minds towards God; bap-
tism is an ordinance resulting from such repent-
ance. But what is taught in the books of man is

the \Gvy opposite to Scriplhrc; man says that In-

TANXs (who cannot repent) are to be FIRST baptized,

And then to repent at some future time.

Mark the orvler in a few other passages of Scrip-

ture :

Matt, xxviii. 19. .First to be tanght, Then baptized.

Mark xvi. 16 ... . First to believe, Then to be baptized.

John iv. 1 First made disciples, Then baptized them.
Act» ii. 41 First they received the W«rd, Then were

baptized : not ' they and their children'.

,
Acta ix. 18 First he was converted, Then baptized.

Acts X. 47 First they received the Holy Ghost, Then
they were baptized.

iSimilar truth is taught in John iii. 5, " Except a man
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God ". It must be remembered that
when these words were spoken, the doctrine ofour
baptism taught in Romans vi. had not been revealed,
for Christ had not then died and risen again, so that
these words of our Lord did not and could not in

any way refer to it ; but they referred to the bap-
tism ofJohn then being administered to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel, a baptism of repentance
from dead works to serve the living God. The
doctrine involved was

—

First, repentance; Then,
baptism and service. The water hero spoken of
may also refer to the Word op God, whicn is fro-



same truth—Rononfftr . T li "V^ ^^'^ '«»<^«' to the

and hearin. b^ iheto .f ' S'' 'fcT'?K^'
« ohango"^K or ZJT"'« '*"'• """ brings
real heit-foUh thTciC Hrh' >T" l'""

«"''«»
work of Ch. ist lltl. ,1.^ * hol(f on the Aiiishe.!

by being bornoaho .Wt ^i-^"??? soii.of fforf,.

manner is the Wa ,r «?d i q*^ '• '?>• ^^ '" "'k"

symbolic teachL' of »t„,^ "''""" °^ J"'"' w«« «
tho woH„, whiixi"^' bi.pti';:;''!.?'^™''''

'"^-

It Willi) seen from thofoSn^T''^^^'P«n«^t»on

children of God etc Zf"f*^^'^"^ ^^^"^ *« ^«» them
[»y faith and^obKno«^?^''"".^'?^*"^^'«^»»"«t^ born of the Spirit hefSfT ^r>' P^^«^ ^^
muHt thank aS f^!. ' ,^

referred to. Yet wo
i"-iii., '^Weh t'ariy .CtrfhaTtr '/?

""""^^
before thev ..(tainX. ."*„'"''" In'^ntsdvin^

tnal sin. TherTafi /„
"?' '»"^',ng-'atisfiod allorig-

sprinkling ra-neoeI^"^r "^^t".'"^'
"-at infant

others aflfrm tha?7rSe "•«"•
,f'

™«on. and
inherent in the flo.,hIv „tt„™ir^.?'L °"«'°»' "'"
and of which every inftn,?.

"
T'*,"'''

"« ""^ bora,,
thing is to be ?o,,nJ 'if^!^!:'^,?l';'-*«A«'-..h''tno such'

f,'
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cleanses from ALL sin ;
' the Water, therefoi^, hasno part whatever in cleansing iVom sin, but is mei^ivthe outward visible sign of symbol ' of what GodHees as done spintually in every true believer, so to

w only to detract from the efficacy of the blood, and

^J^^'Tu^ *^* preciousness o/ the atonement,Which IS the constant aim of the devil.

tiJ^'^
commonly affirmed that Infanta wore Jbap-

w«^ Zl^'' i^y'f^'^ ^postles because Aou36Ao;i&were bapt zed, inferring from this foct that children
that might be m them were included : but the word

cluSnn*' Th " '^^'^^*' *^/"* ««^^« *"3^ «"«»* <^0n.
elusion. There &ro four households—

verse 34, that he rejoiced, believing in God with all liig house '.

«;.? »*'5L*'?^-
^•-'^hat «' Crispus. where we are again toldthat all the household believed.

^^
^ll' S i ^?';''"*f«»* »^- 15.-That of Stephanas, whose h6use.

Isltrth'rffit^i^^-"^^^ Ae.^.«-;.^5r

^^\^^^}».^^li^ef Did Infants i?e>ce? Did In-
tants Ordain themelvesf dearly none were in
these houses.

*^J^^!Tv^y
^^—'^t o' I^ydia, who was then selling hergoods m Phihppi a city 800 nuleK away from her hor^e at

lould^liA"^"
had chUdren, it is very improbable tb • he

IS^i
toke them with her so far from her home, travailingabout with her whUe selling her goods.

^^

i^^'i'sS^n'"* ^"^U'^^'^S *^ P"^^« Infant baptism.

tiJ^ ^ 'u't ^^'t
argument that the Jews bap-tued their children, has no weight at all, for if theydid so It was of their own vain tradition, and notgiven them fi-om God, so of no authority whatever.

Another argument for infant baptism has beendrawn from early history, which relates the fact
...«. such was pi-actieed within a hundred years
after the death of the Apostles: supposing this tobo true, it carries with it no authority, for tie early



»'<'a<l of them i„ t « C^rl '"
,^rj'***^«

*^«''-'«« ^

«eIvoH: we have on vA^^^ ^P"*'^'^' ^*^""^-

terrible preSon.m.o nf?
^""^""^ ^"^ ««« ^^^

in^' to be^in ^s ers of thf r '"""rr^^
men «88um.

tion f.x)m the kX One k^^'^'
'^'^^^'^ »« ''""C'

(1 ./oAn ii 20 etc ^ r"^-^'''''''"^' "^'^ ^^^ truth "

f
aul are 'ftUfii,e?i / the^dt; '""^- ^'^ ^^^''^'^ ^'

have entered the flooL- ' T^"'- g'';ev««8 wolves

abound. This is trulv ,^ ;,«i t ^"^^^^ teachers'

thatpower and enerl^ofThi^H ^'^^ snccossion to

by do ApostlesXiTwith Lut ?'-i'^^^^^^try that they enibved wlWoi V^^''^^''^^^^'"'"'"^
Epi^Ies, and wS /.nil

' ''""^ ^^''^^^ ^'n their

fashion to prerch noWmfi '"fu^^''
^''^' '* '« ^he

tolical SucSVrb^einl^^'in^w^ru^ "^ ^P^«-
ordersofmen,or(l.n-ned t"^^'"^*'':^^"^

'^>' ^'^^-^^'^

ceivinff irifts fm„: "„ *'' a ministry by, and re-

ilim^h^l^edstViriL?'-^^^ '1'^^^^ ^^^'^^
Baints of G(^ rnot Lnrnn ^f'

"""^ J^«^^^^' ^^ the
«« iie will '^'(iri "sr"xir^'j^' "s^^r"^tensions to power &i-coTlJu -Vi* V* ^^^'^^

P^^'"
hood, and thev ar« fk

^' "^^^^^ ^ ^"»"an pnest-

lacking in them
*^^ '""^'^'^^ ^^ ^^^^ Po^^i' is

thJn^r^c^Miriir^t^^^^^^^
*«i)^t>W or nof "aliens Li k'"'''"'^"^**^^' *^ ^%Wl ", in other worw/K"'.i^^ commonwealth of
^afar off '' W r^' .^t .^i!;"^^^^^^^ are

13). Thi«~;.:::„:7 _:.'?.
^^^^'^^

" {Ephestam ii. 12:
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^Z'lL tVX" T'^^'i ^''"-'"'i"" N«tio„« of

had t^rirh „<• .I'^f''""'''?"'
""^-n"»<l' «» wi have

?w«. 1
''j "'^ ••" «'«|iol lu.iong us, which tl,«

S ?o^un^h'1•
'^'"? ','"" ^"'-v li|ht his been uBod

tng. Circumcision, or the K-iiil« fn tK« fl^ k •

in ;A./.M given by God, ofrafHeVoTldTcS

th'^n^lfoSoTtt earth"'' "''S''P'« -"«'' o-'t f«>m

™ •*,'".' *''® •"»" ">at the Law tri^d to improve, It burie,-. him also, and further wh^ci.c,™"*,,,on neversymbolized-it^ieefSTe: ^^^^^^^

»nH ' '"^ *?•""'' ' '"«• ^"^ ''"^ated In riKhteousnmH
ZtT ^°^"'f<'

""d "SEA„ED by thellXZritUDto the day of redemption " (^^'Wlv'^^")!
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"What a conti-ast to the toiriblo uncertaintv ofworking ou a H^hteousness under the Law, wZvt
%eklT^ "^1^'^Uf 'V^' ^"^'^^'^^ of his life (seeAzekie xym 24). But blessed be the glorious

hv?rVf *5^.,^^"^"r^^«^' »^"der IT, oncewX^by the blood through faith, we are clean evdry whithe matter of sin and judgment settled forever be-tween ourselves and God, we are kept by the power
^.^^x)"."*?

«alvat>on, and so no one c^n pluck usout of His hand (John x. 28; xiii. 10; 1 pier i 5)

man '?ht'^fhT^'^f
^
^Jl*^?

baptismal formularies ofman, that the Holy Ghost is positively givon to In-

r^«i«r«ferf/// Upon what authority is such false^achmg based? Certainly not upon God's Wo^but the mere "vain tradition" and ifivention ofmanWhat do we find iil the Word ? In Acts x 45 -4fi

tism; m ^c^s viii. 12, 17, He was given after ban-

i^ert t^ffr. "^''^"* r^^ presumptYon Zassert, that m these days the Holy Spirit is givenalways at infant baptism, to tho.e moreover wh^ artnot in a scriptui^al condition to be baptized at all

maid that Baptism under this new dispensation of(^•ace, commencing at Pentecost, is to be inZmm of Jesus Christ, and not in the Name of the
'^^'I^^^^^pyenhytheLoi'd in Matthe^v xxviV^

: 1. . ?
^"^ seemingly a contradiction of Serin-

ail IS m perfect harAon}-.

tJfVi'J!K*''''**.P^"'P^^^f *^® 0"t^»ne only of the

xxvui the commission was given to the elevenApostles (It was never given to Paul the Apostle to the
r" ^ "•"' ""^^ "iai- vi conwnued iove and for-

—Isiaels King,—to His rebellious people. The

(

1

c

I

d
«
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l^Tfu^
of the Kingdom

' was still offered to them,and the blasphemy again.st the Son (and of theFather also in Ilim) was forgiven them, and they

^^J^i^ f^'^^'^^^on given to them to disciple (orleach) the nations, and to baptize them aho (which
Crentiles never have had), and they were to wait atJemsalem until the Holy Gho.tVas sent down toendue thorn with power from on high (Acts i. 8).liut was this commission ever carried out, was itnot altered aft^r the rejection of the kingdom ? Didnot laiil say that he was not sent to baptize? (1
Corinthians i. 17). Yet he was ordained especiaUvan Apostle to those very Gentile nations.
And also mark, that when the Holy Ghost eam^and began to show His marvellous power in Acts ii.

wf/J?? T^.
blasphemed and rejected, His powei-was attributed to drunkenness 1 1 ! (ver. 13). Now

IS the Kingdom /««% rejected; the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost is not forgiven (MattLv xi
^^). J^ATHER, Son, and Holt Ghost, are all rejected,.and now a new Dispensation commences, called bvPaul The Gospel of the Grace of God ', while the
^
Gospel of the Kingdom ' which Christ preached

IS for a time set aside until Christ shall come to set
it up in power and in glory (Revelation xi. 15, 17),throigh judgment upon the Natiom (me Isaiah i.

^< ;
Psalms ii., xlvi., etc. This is an Earthly Kinff.

<lom, and is wholly diffei-ent from the present dit
pensation of Grace, which is the calling of an elect
people out from the Nations, a people " for His

T^ .fc® i^^^
''^' ^^)' »»^^ who collectively are

called "^he Body of Christ"; a marked distinc-
tion from that where all the Nations were to be dis-
cipled. The Jews are now exhorted by Peter to-
save themselvesfrom this untoward generation \ VVh\-WHS this? Wna if «« Kr.««.,.,~ 4.U_!i ^u -. .. •'

u J il7 ~"i
—

'
"^ "''' »^^;«u3u tiiaL Iliac generaiiOii

had blasphemously rejected Christ and the kiiH..
Uom: and they were entreated to flv from the
judgments that would overtake that Nation and
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them out of Effvpt a8welln« tK •
bringmg

+^ «i 1
fp-zPh *»o wen as their own nrnmissA

1 i'/'"^"'
'" P'-'^'PS themselves ufder the Uw

wn ao.,,^be '

iff'^'-'"
I'* J»<'Se<',and the Jews

I eved (see Revelation xx 8 9^ Thl« ^ .

-^

By the i-ojection of grace, the Jews forfeited
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their privilege of becoming a kingdom of Priests

crnt?F!;!fT"*^^ ''^?^^ "^^^^' approach to God ex-'cept through an earthly high prfost, they were kept

near ^t'^'^.f^'
^^' ^^' *^^ P'*^^«^« ^'^^i/ drawin<r

havl'n i i- i^''
P"*^^"."^ dispensation of Grace wehave a far higher position, for we are Kin-s and

Z iuArV^^'^H^^r''^^ but we 'are made nigh

p-!.fh i '"'^
,

^"""^ ""^^'^^^^ ^^^« an access to the

HJnlnH*
*^'\"Sh our great High Priest JESUS,

direct y Ave have the true heart-flith in Him (Evhc
sians 1. 18

; Hebrews iv. U). For this reason allassumption of Priesthood over believers in Christwhen they meet together for worship (and only true
believers can worship), is distinctly prohibited by the

anirin^-^ '^' ^T^ ^^ 1 (^rUhians xiv. sl, 3^
\ised forms of worship !

!

tnttfl';' ^'^X^^V^' ^««^^ of Jesus is now substi-
tuted for the Trimtj-. This is foretold in John xvi.

wt« H-' ^ """if
'' *^5 •^^'^^'^^ dispensation prajern fi T"?L^^^'f'^^^ *^ ^«^^= ^^"«t was not yet

" at Jh',t -V^" ?^^^
^^"^' ^^^^^ "^^ :^«t ^'i^«"

J
but

at that day [meanimj the outpouring of the Holu
Spiritl ye shall ask in mymme "; eviiything now
IS to be asked for, and done in the Kame of Jes^

fi u' ', ^^^^^PP^^'^ »• H>, etc. It will be seen
also how clearly the Apostles followed this teatfhin^m their Baptisms; they are never mentioned as usinf^

Jl! """^^'^^^H^^'""^^'
but always baptized intke one Name of our Lord (see Acts viil 16 ; x.*o, XIX. 5)—m this last instance notice especiailv,how disciples having been baptized into the Kinfr'

r^hnZ'- ^fi'~^^^'' f"^''^'
'^y •'^^^^ th® Bapfmt, were

re.bapti2ed by Paul mto that new dispensation ofGrace which commenced on the final rejection of .

that kingdom by the Jews in Acts ii. And further
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mark another reason hero showji for so doing : these
discipleHhad not received the Holy Ghost, they
knew of the existence of the Spirit, for John had
Hpoken of Him, ])ut they had not heard whether
He was yet come from God, .so they were re bap-
tized by Paul in the one Name, for under this Name
only was the piomiNC of the gift of the Holy Ghost
given, and they at onco received the gift, no such
promise is mentioned in lie commission of Matthew
xxviii. The Holy Spirit was also sent down to us
in the Mime of Jesus (John xiv. 26).

Furthermore, it is not an approi>riate thou^^ht in
any way that we should be bimed with the Father
or the Holy Ghost, but it is ho entirely to be buried
with Christ who actually went down into the grave.
Note also how clearly the Scripture distinguishes
between the baptism of water, and tha baptism of
Ihe Spirit: bj' the former we are baptized into a
Person—CamsT {liomans vi. 3} ; an outward visible
profession of the persons so baptized that they
henceforth wish to live a ('hrist-like life separated
from the World and its evils and follies; by the la^
tor we are baptized into the body or church of Christ
(1 Corinthians xii. 13) ; an inward, invisible act of
the Spirit, wh roby wo got a new nature or birth
from God : do not these Scriptures further show
how inappropriate it is to baptize in the Names of
the Trinity, instead of into Christ? Do they not
also show how erroneous the teaching ofthe present
day is which affirms that Infant " baptism " is tfte

entrance into Christ's church ?

Hence the Lord's Praver, ouce given to the Jews
and applicable to their (fispensation, is not directly
appi-opriate in this diH])ensation (except in a spiri-
tual sense) since it is offered directlt/ to the Father,
without the intervention of the Naine of our High
Priest, Christ, and through whose Name all p»aycr
must now be offered (see John xiv. 13).
There is only one way of becoming children of

,
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Ood, and that is by a personal faith in Jesus (Gal.
iii. 26). It is only true children that can say ' Our
Father

' ; therefore to put the Lord's Prayer into
the mouth of sinners, is to cause them to utter an
untruth. God is not their Father, but ifwe examifte
the words of Scri[)ture in Ephesiam ii. 2, 3, we see
there stated, that all fsinncrs are children of Wrath
by nature, having the spirit of the Devil working in
them ! 1 The Jews nationally had a sort of title to
address God as their Father, and yet see what Christ
calls theni in John viii. 4i, <• Ye are ofyour Father
the Devil "

! ! If this severe language was used to
God's elected earthly people, then how much more
to those multitudes now, who having undergone the
the empty form of being spHnklod as infants, think
that they have a changed position toward God, be-
ing now called " Members of Christ, Children of
God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom ofHeaven "11!
(see Church [of England] Catechism). What a fear
ful delusion is thin. If God were to grant a sinner
his request when he utters those words in the LoixI'b
Prayer, ^Thy kingdom come,' it would be no less
than everlasting destruction to him,— ^ee 2 Thessah-
nians i. 7-9, which describes the prelude to the set-
ting up of Christ's kingdom on. Earth.

Thus, according to the Scriptures, none were
baptized except those who professed to believe on
the Lord Jesus, and who wished to confess it openly
before men

; any other sort of baptism is not of God,
but of man only, and should be rejected by all Chris-
tians who would act according to God's mind, in
INTELLIGENTLY obeying this Iwautifully expressive
and Mossed ordinance. Believers who neglect to
conform to this direct and ]K»sitive command ofGod^
will i'oi'feit reward at tho h^dtrrwoixs^. s«af /yP r<i.«.;af.

If men wonld only road t1ie Word of God for
themselves asking for the teaching of the Spirit
(without which they cannot understand it), they
Avould then ••oc the melancholj' err(9»f ths1?are taught
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hy^eachers.df man'« appointment, but who w^m
iZ^rt^'""^ ^ *r**' ^y *^^ ^<>V Spirit.
-LiASTi,Y---KoniombeT those words of warning in

8tabli6hed m the faith, aa ye have Ven tauirht,abounding therein with thanksgivin*:. Beware Test

of the world, and not after Christ ". See also theteaching m .erses 21-23, where we are warned nbtto touch, taste or hand e things which are to perishwith the using, after the commandments ani doc-

whl'? ^l'^^^ ^ *^" satisfying of the flesh, and

Imt fhi?.L^^^
humilitj not oven sparing the bodf,but there is no hbnour in it. This is the style ofthere igion of the world Christianity now: a worship«et up according to t|ie will of man, but entirely on^posite to the commands ofGod ; a worship toJeZ

menTl'^jl'-^ buildings, procesltflr
ments, etc.; of hearing—m music of choirs andchoristers, in anthems to be listened to, billot to be

C^l-'"'
^/^"^^"i'^g-i" the perfumes of incense

^p doing of penance, afflicting the body, excS
emj© with (rod foi- the time being and ''only to the

Tis:z^''''^^''^' "^^"^ opposfdCtt
Z^r^^ K ^ .

'"^ ^^'^'^ *°^ ^'^ ti'^tb
:
such a reliffi-

A^t^FrT"' '^".^ truly ^.n-M^ i^ ,^^^
^KmI ?* EpUsians IV. 14, " That we be no more
chiia-ren, tossed to and fro, and carried about w?Severy wmd of doctrine, by the sleightof men and-

deqeTve^V
"^'^°'^' ^^'"'^^ *^«>' «« "^ wait to

.^^}IJ'' fir^ ^"^•- 20, "To the Law and to the

wn^Ci"'^r^ 'u
'" ^^®3^ sp«^ not according to this,woi-d. It is because there is no light in them

"
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