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B I LL.

An Act to regulate the construction of
aiid protect from injury Electro-
Magnetic Telegraphs throughout this
Province.

W HEREAS the extension throughout this Preamble.
Province of Canada, of Electro-Mag-

netic lines of Telegraphic communication,
ivill tend materially to the advantage of all

5 classes of Her Majesty's subjects, and facili-
tate the transaction of business: And where-
as it is expedient to encourage the enterprise
of private individuals and associations in the
construction of such lines of Telegraph, and

10 to protect their property and interest therein
more effectually than can be done under ex-
isting laws: And whereas the inhabitants of
various parts of this Province, have severally
petitioned for Acts of Incorporation, to enable

15 them to construct such lines of Telegraph,
and it is expedient, by a general law, to pro-
vide for them and all others hereafter desir-
ing incorporation: Be it therefore enacted,
&c.

20 And it is hereby enacted by the authority of
the same, That it shall and may be lawful Ceytarm:
at any time hereafter, for any Association of low. by As-
individuals, or the majority thereof, who sociations
have united, or may unite, for the purpose of .trcng

25 erecting or constructing Electro-Magnetic Electiie Tel@-

lines of Telegraph throughout this Province
or any section thereof, having subscribed one
half the cost of the intended route; and
upon giving one. month's previous 'notice

30 thereof in all the newspapers published with-
in the District or Districts, Town or Towns,
or other places tbrough which it is contem-
plated to carry the said Une of Telegraph,
(and in case of no newspaper being publish-

,lie



ed within the District, Town, or place, then
by notice in all the newspapers in the nearest
adjoining District, Town or place) to call a.
meeting thereby, to be held at the most po-
pulous City, Town or place through which 5
the line will pass, and specifying the day,
hour and place of such meeting ; and upon
such meeting taking place, and a temporary
Chairman and Secretary being appointed to
conduct the proceedings, it shall and may 10
be lawful to solicit subscriptions sufficient to
complete the amount of stock required, and
to adjourn such meeting then and from time
to time for such purpose: and upon the
whole amournt of stock heing subscribed, and·15
upon payment of five per cent (by at least' ·
three fourths of ·the Stockholders) into the
hands of the Secretary, the Stockholders or
a majority present shall and mày then and
there proceed to nominate and elect not·less 20
than three and not exceeding seven Direc-
tors to manage the affairs of the Company,
who shall continue in office until the first
Monday of January of the ensuing year; and
the said Stockholders or the majority then 25
present shall also then and there designate
and name thesaid Company, and cause such
designation and name to be reduced to writ-
ing in duplicate, and one copy to be filed in
the office of . and 30
the other in the office of

in the District, Town or place
where the said Company shall hold their
office of business..

Asb-oon 11. And be it enacted, That upon such 35
scribed &c., stock being so subscribed for, and such pre-
the Associa- liminaryproceedings ashereinbefore mention-
clared a body ed and required taking place and being coin-
corpora with pleted according to the provisions herein,

,ers."""n°o then the said Stockholders, and other Share- 40
holders of the said Company, having law-
fully acquired stock by purchase or other-
wise as hereinbefore provided, shall be and
are hereby ordained, constituted and declar-:
ed to be a body corporate and politic in fact, 45



by and under the name and designation so
adopted at the said meeting hereinbefore pro-
vided for, and recorded and filed -as afore-
said; and by that name they and their suc:

5 cessors shall and may have continied suc-
cession, and be capable of contracting and
being contrac!ed with, of suing and being
sued, pleading and being impleaded, answer-
ing and being answered unto, in ail courts

10 and places whatsoever, and ihey and their
successors may and shall have a common
seal, and may change and alter the same at
their viIl and pleasure ; and also that they
and their successors by their corporate name

15 aforesaid shall be capable of purchasing, hav-
ing. and holding to therm and their suces-
sors, any estate, real and personal or mixed,
to and for the use of the said Company, and
of letting, conveying and otherwise depart-

20 ing with the same for the benefit and on ac-
count of the said Company from time to.
time as they shail deen necessary and expe-
dient: Provided always, that such real estate Proiisu.
to be held by any. such Company shall be

25 such only as required for the objects imme-
diately connected with the undertaking of
each respectively.

III. And be it enacted, That each Com- companies
pany and their servants or agents respec-- °ubori«l to

30 ively shall have full power under this Act for theeree-
to excavate the earth fortheerectionof neces- °r eir
sary posts and to erect and support the P'
said posts, for the suspension of and exten-
sion of proper wires on and over and above

35 any part of the highways or· allowances for
roads throughoùt this Province, or any sec-
tion or district thereof, so that the said posts
and wires or either of then shall not unduly
obstruct the same or hinder the proper use

40 or travel thereupon or any part thereof, or
create any injury or damage to private pro-
perty adjacent, also to carry, suspend and
extend the said wires above and over any
river, canal or other waters, navigable or

45 otherwise, or beneath the waters thereof, so



as the use and navigation of such rivers, ca-
nals or other waters respectively -be ii no
wise impeded or prevented thereby.

(ornpdnics IV. And be it enected, That each and
inay crntriict
"ivth oiners, every such Company is hereby authorized 5
&c, tif Innds and empowered to contract, compound and
th wich ex- agree with the owners and occupiers of any
e twiis. lands upon and over which they may respec-

tively determine to erect posts and suspend
and extend wires, either by purébase of so 10
much of the said ]and and privileges as they
shall respectively require for the purposes of
any such Company, or for the damages
which such owners and occupiers shall or
may be entitled to receive of such Company. 15

Posts. mires. V. And be it enacted, That the said posts
S°v~ed'in and wires, and other materials or instru-

Compani. ments which shall from time to time be got
or provided for constructing, building, main-
taning or repairing the lines of Electro- 20
Magnetic Telegraph belonging to any Com-
pany formed under the provisions hereof,
and all fees, charges and profits shall be and
the same are hereby vested in the said Com--
panies and each of them respectively. and the 25
successors of each respectively for ever.

Companies VI. And be it enacted, That it shall and
a$aC. may be lawful for each Company formed

under the provisions hereof, îgrough their Di-
rectors or the majority of them, to make such 30
Rules, Regulations and By-laws, from time
to time, as shall appear necessary for-the
management of the affairs of the Company,
and each respectively ; and for the election
and qualification of Directors and other of- 35
ficers, and for the fixing of fees and charges
for business done with each Company in the
use of the respective lines of Telegraph; and
to repeal, alter and amend such Rules, Re-
gulations and By-laws, when considered 40
necessary or expedient.



VII. And be it enacted, That if any renalty on
person or persons shall eut, break, destroy P""i"", P°"u
or injure in any manner any of the posts,
wires, instruments or other erections of any

5 Company formed by the authority hereof,
every person so offending and being law-
fully convicted shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and be punishable by fine not
exceeding

10 and by imprisonment in the Common Gaol of
the District within which the offence may be
committed for a period not less than

and not exceeding
which fine when

15 recovered, shall be paid over to the Coin-
pany so injured in their pro.perty, entering
the complaint.

VIII. And be it enacted, That no member No individua

or members of any such Company shall be &"c,"' f

20 liable in his or their private capacity for any of compasay.
debts, contracts or obligations thereof; and
that service of process upon the Presidert or
any Director or officer of any such Company
shail be deemed and taken to be good service

25 upon the Company in any suit or complaint
instituted against them respectively.

IX. And be it enacted, That this Aet Pubil .Act.

shall be taken to be. a Public Act, and as
such judicially noticed by all Judges, Jus-

30 tices of the Peace and other persons, with-
out being specially pleaded.


