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THE TOWN OF WALKERTOK
THE county seat of Rruce, and is situatetl within tlie Township of Urant, and on either side, but

chiefly on tlie left bank, of the Sangeen, which at this point runs winding througli a vleasant and

picturesque valley, formed by a "bottom" of varying width, from the outer edges of which the

surface rises, bj' gentle ascent toward the south-west, till at the average distance of nearly a mile

it attair.i the general level of Mie surrounding country; while the north-eastern boundary of the valley

is formed by an abrupt "break" and almost precipitous ascent, the general lines of which are broken

by here and there a gulch, originally a water-course, at irregular intervals, these forming by their

presence easy modes of coumiunication with the outside country, iind, in their intervals, soii e of the

flnest building sites inmginable, the commanding positions of which have been utilized and beautified

by the erection of elegant private residences.

The history of the early settlement and subsequent growth of the phice is identical with that of a

score or more of others—some of which almost rival it in size and extent—in that part of the western

peninsula chiefly coverecf by Uruce County. The first actual settler within its present limits, and the

real founder of the place as well, was Joseph Walker, who settled on the lot where Vognn's large mills

stand, oni^i^-i2th May, 1H,'>(>. He at once built a mill here on the site of the present grist and flouring

mill; and.feang' the flrst not oidy in the township, but in a large extent of country surrounding it on

every side, this epterp^-ise formed the nucleus of a village whose development was immediate, continuous

and rapid". "^Toliti IV.-'tjtfffdywns the second settler in the place, very soon after Mr. Walker, and kept a

^^^



'\
'!'' r ^•^'•*^ii?.'•^:<^^?^'*•^''' '%«.* ;!v'^^

Court House.



littlo tiivcrn Ikm'o. lie wds I'nuii ('olxniro-, XorilimnlM'ilniKl (Ouiil \'. find wns ii liii'jic ihoimti \- owner in

lliispiii't oft he county. Tin' Init" .lolin \'nl('nliiii', all( wnfils of I'aislcy, kciil tlic lii>i slon- in tin'

lilnct'. ninl it was nnuiii^'cd l)y .Mnli'olin .McLi'an, the rv- layor ami pn'-.rnl |ii)Si niasicr. 'I'lir original

loadofn'oods vitli wliicii tliis store was opi-ni'd (nit v>- ,s itidn^iJii on an o\-carl from Toronto via

Hamilton. \>\ Uoln-rt Cli'ini'iit ,a son of one of t lie very first sci ilcis in i'-rant : and it I'i'qnircii i-ijiiil ilays

1o innku tlif journey from Hamilton, l lie uicilcr part of l lie road lyin<i' I lii()U;^li i he foi'cst

.

It is not necessary to detail till' many lit tic incident -i foriiiinji' part of W all<erton's early liistoi'y.

I'.y common consent, it canH* to lie i-allcd after its founder from the lime ii was notliinn' more than a

collect ion of loji' lints nestled in the forest , ami the name--! han which, nnder tiie (•ircnmstanci's, none

could he more appropriate—dnii^i' and still clings loil tliroii;zh tin- man\' t ransjKisit ions and trans-

formations whicii have n sailed in niakiiifi' it the municipal and political metropolis of this larf;eand

ma"'nilicent county.

AValkerton was never an incorporated villajic hui was taken from the Township of i'rani and

ercfti'd into a town 1 y special li liislatiim—the (leiieral Ad reipiirinii- a population of ."..hi lit. whei'cas its

populal ion at tiie t iine was '.»'.) 1. and to iiiclude I his numipi r an .irea of some 1 , IdO acres was covered,

which has sinci! Ijceii increased t;i 1. .")<»(). in onl'M- to extend to thu railway depot, the nature of 1 he

country preventing' its near appioach to tin centre of tiie j)lace. The town was "proclaimed"

immediately after the passaj^'e of the .\ct of Incorpitral ion. ,it llu> iie|iinniiiji' of the lef>Mslative session of

iSTI.anil tiie first meetili<;- of the new .Municipal Coimcil was iield .March ITlh ensuing,', .josepli Walker,

the founder of the si^ttlement, was cho^en lirsl .Mayor; Win. .Mc\'icar, Hrst U(M'Ve; and Messrs. Sleplieii

.\().\ou. l>avid Moore, Huj;li Todd, William Shannon, .las. 1\ I)a\is, Wm. Smith, .Moses Stewart . I.oiiis

Wisser and Taul Uoss.l'oinicilhMs. Walter Lanj^imiir Watt was tlie lirsl Clerk aii<i Trea-iu-ei-. and-lohn
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m.iir tiM'lirst Collector. The .liiof Tmini:;;...! (,fti«.M Imvc l.wn fillcl since iiicorponitioii ns follows:-
I'.'iiil l!(.ss WHS Mnvoi- in iNTi'; .Innies (1. C,,.,!,,.,-. iNT.Vh A. Slmw. LST.", ; A. Sprojit, lH7(i: I'nul Hoss.
1N77-N: Miilcoln. Mcl.wm. l.STtt: II. P. ()( onnor. ISSU-l : l)„vi.l Moore, iNSi'; A. H. Klein lSS;{-4-
A-i.l.ew .McLeiui. Issr,; C.W. St..v,.l, INSC-T: 1{. E. Tninx, I.S.SH-!); Dnvid Kobeitson, ISDO-I : AVillinn.
Uwliiinlson. ]sU:i-:\: Ihij-l, Mirss, l,st».|.r,: ,l(,l,n .sinn.lisli. iSiXi; A. Meiizies. 1,S!)7-,S: M. Stalker. M.D.,
|.s<)<)-l!l(Mi. The Hfst Depnty-Heeve was K. .McDonnlil in IS7.S.

Tile town hiis ^iTown to li(> n line thMiinfiicti'; in<.'. business (in«1 edncntionnl centre. The Aniericnn
Unllnn Co.. Tlie Sielin- I- nrnil nie ( '„., Kite's eloMiinj.- Uu-iovy, K. Trunx \- Co., and others, end. employ
(1. liir<ie iP.mtlier of liiinds. Tlie merciintile estiililishinents of tiie town hn,ve lonjv been noted ns tlie finest
in tlie country norlli of Ton.nto. Tlie l.ite Tliok Wliitelie.ul .leveloped n, business thnt e.pinlled niiity
dep;irtiiien(iilst,)re. A splendid system of edncMtion wiis eiirly esldblished.nnd Idis since lield its oTouiid
in tlie front riiiiivs of t he provinc.-. Its llioli School is especinlly noted for excellence.

The pn— ;„ mlly .ind nl.ly re].resented in tlie mnnicipiil cnpitnl by three widely circnlnted niid well
oomiucted weekly iiewspnpers. The I'.ruce llen.ld. n Conservative newspaper, is the oldest : establishe.l
in ISCI by .Mr. Cox, After him came Mr. Win. Mrowii. at pre.seyt of VaiH.'ouver. 1$. C, then Kribb.- \-

Wesley, and siib.se.pi.Mitly .Mr. W. I{. Telford for many years I'rin.-ipal of the Walkerton I'liblic School.
L. II. Mc.Xamara. the present projirietor. assumed the mnnaf-ement of the pap.'r in An<>nst ISi»!>. The
Telescope was. 'stablisheil in l.S(i!>. and Die (ilocke, a (lerman newspaper, wan also start'd iu lS(ii(. by
.1. 'in Klein, who in IS7.-. sol.l out to Kby \- Hittino'er, a,ud in IS7S .Mr. lUttin-.M- purchased Mr. Kby's
intei-ests. b\- whom it has since been conducted.





AN OLD VIEW OF WALKERTON.



JVb. 5, 32nd Battalion, called out for acti'be serbice in f885.
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ANOTHER OLD VIEW OF DURHAM STREET.
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Scenes on the Saugeen.
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Officers of the 32nd Battotion, camped ai Watkerion, June ^698.





<A 'DIRECTORY OF BRUCE COUNTY
Published in 1867, contains tlie namt > given below :

Anilerson Jonah, carpenter.
Anilerson Matthew, carpenter,
lliicou Henry, miller.

Harnett William, carpenter.

Henson James, conveyancer, etc.

Hill Thomas, lime burner.
Blair James, founder and merchant.
Boulton James, laborer.

Brown \Vm., editor Bruce Herald.
Bruce John, merchant.
Byrnes Valentine, millwright.

Carter William, brickmaker.
Chambers John, teacher.

Cochrane Andrew, shoemaker.
Collins Wm., clerk 8th Div. Court.

Couch Matthew, mason.
Cowie Horton, tnerchant.

Creighton William, shoemaker.
Davi<lson Hugh, cabinet & druggist
Davis James V., grocer.

Flanagan John, laborer.

Flett James, shoemaker.
Fleuty James, printer.

Forsythe George, moulder.
Fraser William, attorney, etc.

Gammond Richard, painter.

Geary Richard, cabinetmaker.
Gunn William, deputy clerk of the
Crown and Pleas, and clerk of the
County Court.

Griffith James, innkeeper.
Hargreaves James, carpenter.

Hargreaves Mrs., milliner.

Harkley Joseph, bailiff 8tli Division

Court.
Hartley- Hargreaves, gentleman.

Hartley lames, gentleman.
Hawkins William, I', h. survevor.
Healy E. A., bailiff .Sth Div. Court.
Heffernan Patrick, tailor.

Higgins Freeman, cooper.
Hill James, innkeeper.
Hopkins R. E., saddler.
Hunter John, clerk.

Hutton James, laborer.

Huyck Caleb, laborer.

Herney I'rancis, laborer.

Jamieson Joshua, jr., township clerk
and tinsmith.

Jamieson Joshua, sr., gentleman.
Jones Sanmel, carpenter.
Kingshott James, laborer.

Kirkpatrick H.. barrister, etc.

Limerick Frederick, laborer.

Ix)cke C, photographer.
Lockheart James, wagonmaker.
McCarter Alexander, blacksmith.
McGowan A., merchant.
Mcintosh A. St. L.,conveyancer,etc
Mclvean Andrew, saddler.

McLean Malcolm, postmaster, etc.

McVicar Archibald, coroner, etc.

McVicar William, hotel.

Moffatt R. C, Minister C.P.Church.
Moore David, merchant.
Mordon David, merchant.
Mordon Mrs., milliner.

Morrison James, teamster.
Nelson Simon, painter.

Oliver James, plasterer, etc.

Paterson John F., barrister.

Ross, D. W., Crown Attorney.

Richardson William, butcher.
Scoit W. P., -M. D.
Scott, William, carpenter.

Seed B., watchmaker.
Shannon William, saddler.

Shaw Alexander, barrister.

Sherwood Geroge, carpenter.
Smith John, laborer.

Smith John L., carpenter.
Stevens Charles, carpenter.
Stevens Charles B., blacksmith.
Stovell C. W., pntnpmaker.
Street Timothy, gentleman
Strickland John, contractor.

Sutherland R., barrister.

Sutton William, .sheriff.

Tanilyn John, butcher.
Taylor Thomas, teamster.
Thompson Alexander, bricklayer.

Thompson Andrew, tanner.
Usher H, M.D.
Walker James, mason.
Walker Joseph, gentleman.
Walker William, gentleman.
Wallace Simon, carpenter.
Warren Thos., veterinary surgeon.
Waterson James, prop. Waterson's

hotel.

Whyte Alexander, teamster.
Wilioughby Walter, treasurer of the
township of Brant.

Wilson James A., merchant.
Wi'son William, painter.

W'isser Louis, tailor.

Wright Samuel, brickmaker.
Young Thomas, carpenter.
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Established 1861.

The oldest pspe, in

Bruce County,

CIRCULATION 2,000.

THE BRUCE HERALD
L, H. McNamara, 'Proprietor.

A Conservative

Netvspaper.

Best plant in the

County,
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MR. JOHN ARSCOTT 'S TANNERY.
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CAMPING ON THE SAUGEEN.
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Store and Residence erected by Mr. John Bruce in 1854,
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HOUSE OF REFUGE,





The Uie Cofj, Sproat, first manager
Merchants Bank and first

County Treasurer.

t
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The late Thos. Whitehead.
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McVICAR'S HOTEL BURNED IN tH//.
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i2n(/. Battalion at Walkerton. June I8?8.



THE HARTLEY HOUSE.
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WALKERTON FIFE AND DRUM BAND,



T:HE late GEORGE GOULD
County and Tonvn Clerk.

THE LATE C. 5. HARRIS



?/?/5 THE OUD OATMEAL MILL
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"THE PEOPLE'S SHOE STORE.

RAMSEY, THE SHOEMAM.

L'i,



The Late Capt. William Moffatt. J^iic/c/e Klein,

DavJ Robertson, Com. Kingsmill, P.N.
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^Prescriptions Carefully Prepared.

P. M. Gordon's Store on Ladynmith Day.



BAPTIST CHURCH METHODISl CHURCH



THE LEADING JEWELLER.

:. A. FOX, WALKERTON.







The Late C. W. Stove!. An Old Vieiv Cor, Durham and Jacks'-n. 77;e late

Louis Wisser's Shop.



1HE OLD DRILL SHED THE OLD SCHOOL
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Mrs. Jasper, the first nvhite ivoman

in Walkerton.

Joseph Walker, after ivhom the

toivn 'was named.
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WALKERTON IN SEPTEMBER t875.
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A LATER VIEW.
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