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CONSTITUTION & RULES
OF TUK

QUEBEC

i^s&sA^s&m ^Mss^s^xpsa*

• "*t0O9****^

PREAMBLE.

At a meeting of the Mechanics of Que-
bec held on the sixteenth of December,
1830, convened for the purpose of deli-
berating on the expediency of foundinn^
an Institution, which should have for itsmam object the improvement of the con-
dition of the working classes,

// ivas determined, that as the end pro-
posed is best attained by piacin"- the
means of intellectual acquirement within
the reach of those desirous of benefilino-
thereby, and which is best effected by an
union of efforts, the establishment of a
S5ociety in Quebec, to be termed the
" Quebec Mechanins' Tnufifnto " .,1 1-1

e attempted.
' I

CM
I



The chief o})j«^c't'. to he pDrsned by
the Society thus Ifuinejl shall he, to cul-

tivate the mr)sl iisetul branches of know-
ledge, and for that purpose to commence
forthwith the formation <»f a Library, the

major part of which shall consist of works
of a purely scientific character : to make
known, by incain of honorary and hicra-

tive rewards to be offered, snch discove-

ries in nature and art as might otherwise

remain concealed : by bringing- together

in one association men of dilFerent pur-

suits and Virions acquirements, to collect

a mass of informaiion, winch may have
the effect not only of enlarging the minds
of the Members of the Institution and of

rendering each more useful m his sphere
of action, but may also tend to the ad-

vancement of the interests of society gen-
erally, and of this Province in particular:

to establish, as soon as the means of the

Association will permit, lectureships on
the most interesting and valuable bran-

ches of scientific knowledge; and with

that view, and as a necessary appendix
to the Library, to collect all kinds of

philosophical apparatus.

And it is agreed the Society with

these views shall be denominated " The
Quebec Mechanics' Institute/' and the

\-i
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government thereof shall be conducted
upon and und<'r ihe following Constitu-
tion, Rules and Re«»ulalious,

CONSTITUTION.

The Society shall be composed of an
indefinite number of Members, to be di-
vided into, and styled, Senior and Junior
Me.nbers.

The general objects of the Institution
shall be divided into three Classes.

1st. The Class of Literature.

^(1. The Class of Natural and Experi-
mental Philosophy.

3d. The Class of Arts.

The Officers of the Sociely shall con-
sist of

A President,

5 Vice Presidents,

Recording Secretary,

Corresponding Secretary,

rr*
Treasurer and a Librarian,



To be chosen annually, l>y ballot, fi

lljc S
K'fn

senior Members, wKhVoditc »•„ orur-
ative mechanics who shall also I,,, an-
mialiy chosen by ballot tro.n anmn- (heSenmr Members and styhd -O-mmit-
teoMen, and these, xvilh the Officers,
shall form a Committee for mana.rin<r ehe
afiansof the Institution, wiih power to
elect thejr own Secretary.

RULES AND REGULATIONS.

I si. The Members.

Persons wishing to become Members of
the Institute, on applyingto the Record-
ing Secretary, shall be fnrnished by him
with a printed certificate, which they
shall fill up and get signed hy two Senior
Members, and on placing the said certi-
ficate so signed in the hands of the Re-
cordnig Secretary, their names shall be
entered on the records of the Institute
as Members thereof

'

2d. Persons being admitted Members,
f>hall, on the payment of sixpence, be
linuished by the Secretary with a printed
copy of the Rules of the Societv.

3d.
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3d. Memliers, immediately on admis-
8i(Mi, sliall pay six months' subscription
in advance, and (hey shall also subscribe
the lollowiiig declaration :

—

^^

*• We. tlie undersigned, do hereby so-
" lemnly promise and eno^age to promote
" to the best of our nbility, the ends for
" which the Quebec Mechanics' Institute
" was founded, and that we will observe
•' the Rules and Orders of the said As-
" sociation.*'

4th. All persons who may be admitted
Members of this Institution shall pay to
the Treasurer, for the use of the Society,
the following annual sums:

Senior Members, ten shillings.

Junior Members, five shillings.

5th. In order that r^nlarify may be
preserved in the accounts of the Society,
all persons who shall be admitted Mem-
bers, prior to the first of June or first of
December, in any year, shall pay in ad-
vance the subscription for that section of
the year in which i hey were admitted,
and on the first of July or the first of
January, immt dintely following their ad-
mission, another hait-yearty subscription

A 3
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shall be di«hall be due hy thorn ; but Members,
whose election shall be of a date subse-
qnent to the first of June or the first ofDecember H, any year, on p.yi„g six
months' subscription, shall not be rem.ir-
ed to pay tbe second half-yearly sub-
senption be ore the first of flanuary or

IAS "( •^""^ "'^' ^"^"'"S the dateof their admission.

6th. The names of Membeif:, who
shall neslrct to pay their half-yearly
jubscnplion witbin six months from the
time ot such subscription becoming due,
shall be erased from the records «f the
pociety, unless sufficient reason be al-
eged and approved of by (he Commit-
tee

: such Members may nevertheless be
re-admitted on payment of such suma as
the Committee may direct.

7th. Senior Members may at anytime
compound for their future subscriptions
by paying' the sum of five pounds ia
money, or ten pounds value in books or
philosophical apparatus, in which case
they will become Members for life The
value of such books and instruments to
be ascertained by the Committee io »uch
manner as they may point out.
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8(h. The death of any Member shall
be annoiificed hy the President, or the
pveKid(ng Memher. at the first Gcueral
Meedi.jr of the Socl ty after the event
shall have been known, and the same
shall be entered on the ininutes of the
Society.

9lh. Any Member may withdraw from
the Socii'ty on sijr„ifyi„^. such intention
by letter addre>.sed to the Secretary, and
on payment of arrears.

lOlh. A propr)sal for the expulsion of
a Member for improper conduct, bsin'r
laid before ibe Committee, the case in
the first instance shall be enquired into
by the Committee, and if sufficient cause
appear for the expulsion of such Mem-
ber, then a Special General Meeting
shall be called for that purpose ; the
question for expulsion shall be decided
by ballot, and shall be carried by not les«
than three-fourths of the Senior Mem-
bers present.

lltb. A Member so expelled, shall be
for ever incapable of readmission.

I2th. Senior Members only shall have
the right of voting upon all occasions.
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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.

1st. Their election shall take place at
the Anniversary Election Meetin^r.

2d. Each Officer or class of Ofeers
shall be bal lotted for separately, and
their election shall be decided by a ma-
jority of the votes of the Senior Mem-
bers present.

3d. Any vacancy that may occur, from
^vhat causes soever, among the Officers
of the Society, during the intervals be-
tween the Anniversary Election Meet-
ings, shall be supplied by the Committee
trom among the Senior Members.

4lh. Every Officer shall hold but one
appointment in the Committee.

I. THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENTS.

Ist. The President, and in his absence
the Senior Vice President, shall preside
at all General and Anniversary Meetings
of the Society.

2d. When the President and all the
Vice Presidents shall happen to be ab-
sent, the Meeting shall appoint a Chair-
man from among the Senior Members



air-

II

3(1. li shall be incumbent on the Ch
nriaii at all meetings to receive motions
which must be in writing, accompanied
with the names of the Members vvho
move and second them, and to submi*
the same, without comment, to the Meet-
ing.

n. THE RECORDING SECRETARY.

1st. HeshallatlendataSioienrral and
Anniversary Meetings. When ihe C hair
shall have been taken at General Meet-
mgp, he shall read the minutes of the
preceding Meeting, and shall afterwards
l^ke minutes of the proceedings of the
present Meeting, and at Anniversary
Meetings he shall transact such business
as he IS directed, under that head, to at-
tend to.

2(1. He shall keep a register of all the
Society's proceedings; he shall cause
notice <>f all Meetings of the Association
to be mserted in two of the Quebec
newspapers, at least forty-eight horns
before the same shall take place, which
notices shall be in the French and Jin^r-
lifch languages.

3d. The Recording Sfcretarv. for the
year ensuing, at the Anniversary Election



Meeting, shall notify the new Officers
elected o( their appointment.

III. THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.

At all General Meetings he shall read
snch communications as he may have re-
ceived since the preceding General Meet-
ing

; he shall prepare all letters and
communications to be written in ihe
name of the Society, and nnder the di-
rection of the Committee; he shall pre-
serve all letters and communications to
the Society, which he shall copy in a
hook provided for the purpose, to be de-
posited in the Library of the Institution;
and he shall keep another book for the
entry of ail communications writlen in
the name of the Society, which book is
to be in like manner deposited in the
Library.

IV. THE TREASURER.

He ghall receive, for the use of the In-
stitution, all sums of money payable
thereto, and all donaiions and bequests
in money, and shall forthwiih deposit the
pame in such bank as the Committee
may think proper to entrust with the cus-
tody of the Society's funds ; he shall, at
the Anniversary Election Meetings, sub-
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mit his acconnts of receipts and pay-
ments, with the vouchers ; and shall, at
the same time, render a <;erieral account
current, shewing how the actual balance
stands, together willi a general statement
of the funds and property of the fnsti-
tulion ; his acconnts and statements shall
be annually andit»^d by a Special Com-
mittee of three St nior Members, to be
appointed at the half-yearly Meeting in
February, which Committee shall fur-
nish the President wiib their report, in
sutticient time to allow of its bein"- em-
bodied in the Annual Report, to be'sub-
mitted by him at the Anniversary Elec-
tion Meeting of the Society; he shall
have the custody of all documents relat-
ing to the funds and property of the
Society.
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V. THE LIBRARIAN.

The Librarian shall, under the super-
intendance of the Committee, have the
special charge of the Library, of all

philosophical apparatus, and collections
of objects of art; and generally of all

the property contained in the rooms of
IheSocioty, (securities for money alone
exceoted.^ too-ether with thp f>h<»rir« .^f

the rooms of the Institution ; he shall
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keep catalogues of the Library and i]w
MusRum, iu which shall be inserced ail
donations or purchases made to or by
the Society.

In order that the arrangement of the
Library may be preserved, and that a
statement thereof nuy b« pres, nted and
read at each of the Ordinary General
Meetings, the Librarian sh.dl, a fortni»'ht
previons to each of the said Meeiings,
either by advertisement in the public
journals or by such other means as he
m?y think fit to employ, call in all books
that may be in circulation, and the Li-
brary shall during the said fortnight be
closed, and shall not be re-opened until
the day next following each of the said
General Meetings.

MEETINGS OP THE SOCIETY.
ORDINARY GENERAL MEETINGS.

^
Shall Ije held on the first Tuesday in

February and August in every year.

The proceedings shall be conducted
m the following order :

_ 1st. The minutes of the last Ordinary
Meelipg aad of such extra Ordinary

i



and the

ieried ail

to or by

fit of the

il that a

ited and
General
^ortnight

leeiings,

t? public

lis ds he
ill books
the Li-

light be
led until

the said

ETY.

Jsday in

Jar.

iducted

rdinarv

rdJnary

f

I?

General Meetings as may have been in-
termediately held, to be read by the
Recording Secretary if present, or by
any other Member in his absence.

2d. The report of the Committee to
be in like manner read by the Secretary
thereof, or by any other Member.

3d. The reports of the classes to be
read by their respective Chairmen, or iti

their absence, by any other Member
present.

4th. The Recording Secretary to re-
port the Members admitted since the
preceding General Meeting.

5th. The report of communications
written, and productions sent to the So-
ciety^ to be read.

6th. Donations to be reported.

When the business of the Meeting is
concluded, it is to.be adjourned by mo-
tion.

THE ANNIVERSARY ELECTION MEETING.

The Anniversary Meeting for the elec-
tion of OaScers shall be held on the
second Tuesday in Felwuarv. the Chair
to be taken at six o'clock, P. M.

B
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1st. The Secretary to the Committee
shall first read the report of the past
year's proceedings.

2d. The election of Officers shall then
take place as provided for.

The presiding' Member shall declare
the names of the Members who shall be
elected Officers for the ensuing year.

THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING FOR DISTRIBUTING
REWARDS.

Shall be held on the first Tuesday in
Novemher.

The awards of the Society on produc-
tions of merit, with their titles and the
names of the authors, shall be announced
by the Recording Secretary.

The rewards shall then be laid on the
table, and the species of reward to which
each successful candidate may be enti-
tled, shall be, with the name of the can-
didate, made known by the Recording-
Secretary. The presiding Member shaft
then deliver the rewards to the success-
ful candidates in person, or to their re-
presentatives, prefacing the delivery of
each with a short appropriate speech.
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At this Meeting Senior Members shall
be allowed to introduce their friends.

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETINGS

May at all times be convened by the
Committee, as well as pursuant to a re-
solution for that purpose passed at any
Ordinary General Meeting.

On the Chair being taken, the order
for convening the Meeting shall be read
by the Recording Secretary, and the
special business taken into considera-
tion.

These Meetings may adjourn from
time to time until the business before
them be disposed of.

THE COM.MITTEE

Shall meet whenever called by the Pre-
sident, or in his absence by one of the
Vice Presidents, forly-eight hours notice
of such Meeting being previously sent
by the Secretary of the Committee to
every Member thereof.

When the Chair is taken, the minutes
of the pieceding Meeting shall be first

read by 'the Secretary of the Committee.
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The presiding Member having stated
the cause of the convention of the Com-
mittee, the business before the Meetin"-
shall then be proceeded upon.

°

The powers and duties of the Com-
mittee shall be, to frame bye-laws for
Its own government, for the regulation
ot the Library, and collection of objects
ot art and science, and for the regulation
ot all other matters relating to the In-
stitute, provided such bye-laws shall notm their course affect any of the laws
contained m the present code: to con-
vene Extraordinary General Meeting's
at Its own discretion, and on a re-
quisition signed by not less than ten
henior Members, not being Oflficers
ot the Institute : to sanction the pay-
ments, and to decide on and direct the
appropriations to be made on account of
the Society

: to superintend the manage-
ment of the Library, and other property
belonging to the Institute: to have the
charge of the house or rooms of the In-
stitution, and to appoint the servants that
may be required, and to remove them
when they think fit, and to tix the sala-
riesofsuch servants. Acting asTrustees,
to hold the property of the Institution!
of what description soever, and to receive

I
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the donations made thereto : to appoint
to vacancies that may occur among the
Officers during the interval of Election
Meetings.

The President, or in his absence any
one of the Vice Presidents, shall at all

times call Meetings of the Committee on
the requisition of any five Members
thereof, who in the event of a refusal
to comply wii their requisition, are
hereby empowereu to direct the Secre-
tary of the Committee to convene such
Meetings.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES '

May be appointed by ballot at any
Meeting.

THE CLASSES

Shall be, The Class of Literature ;

of Natural and Ex-

perimental Phil-

osophy ;

** of Arts ;

The Senior and Junior Members shall
be held to belong to all the Classes with-
out distinction.

Bs



The Meetings of the Classes shall be
held at the pleasure of their respective
ChairmeD.

The Chairmen of the Classes, if pre-
sent, shall preside at the Meetings of
their respective Classes.

In their absence, any Senior Member
may be called to the Chair.

The Election of the Chairmen of the
Classes shall fake place on the same day,
and immediately after the election of
Officers of the Institute.

Extraordinary Meetings of the Classes
may be convened at the discretion of the
Chairmen, at least forty-eight hours no-
tice being previously given to Members
of the Institute,

At the Meetings of the Classes, pre-
cedence shall be given to the matters
that come before them, in the followio"-
order :

—

**

1st. To topics referred by the So-
ciety.

2d. To those referred by the Com-
mittee.

I



iliall be
ipective

if pre-

ings of

lember

of the
ne day,

tion of

Classes

1 of the

jrs no-
embers

s, pre-

natters

lowing

le So-

Com-

'

I

21

3d. To those submitted by any Mem-
ber of the Class.

The Classes at every Ordinary Gene-
ral Meeting shall report upon the merits
of ail productions which may have been
submitted or referred to them, and shall

at the same time recommend the rewards
that they deem the same entitled to re-

ceive, and shall, at every such Meeting,
make a general report npon their respec-
tive proceedings.

The meetings and proceedihgi of the
Classes shall be recorded by their res-

pective Secretaries. The Classes shall

prepare bye-laws for their o^n govern-
ment ; none o; which are to be incon-
sistent with the fundamental rules of the
Institution.

QUORUMS
*

_

!At all General Meetings shall not con-
sist of lesg than fifteen Members. Five
Members of the Committee shall consti-

tute a quorum at all Meetings of that
body. Five Members shall form a quo-
rum at a Class Meeting.
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Ra WARDS AND PRIZE QUESTIONS.

The rewards of the Society shall con-
sist of prize medals of gold and silver ;

honorary medals of goia and silver
; pe-

cuniary premiumg ; books, &c. Rewards
for the best productions on given sub-
jects, shall be annually offered by ad
-vertisement as the Committee may di-
rect.

^

The prize subjects to be proposed for
the ensuing year, shall be determined
on at the General Meeting held on the
first Tuesday in August, and immedi-
ately published. Rewards by vote of
Ihe Society may be bestowed upon any
production of science, and for inventions
and discoveries in nature and art, sub-
mitted for the opinion and approbation
of the Society, without reference to the
annual list of premiums.

PRODUCTIONS AND COMPETITION.

1st. All productions f; lirjs and
other rewi ids, shall be reoij-ifs? to be
transmitted, carriage fr^e, \o liie Re-
cording Secretary, on or before the first
day of May in every year, and every
such production shall be marked as the
author thinks fit, and shall be accom-
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panicd with a sealed no(c, having on the
OHlside a correspondin«^ mark and on
ihe inside the claimant's name and ad-
dress.

2d. Every production, on receipt, shall
be referred by the nerordin«r Secretary
to such Class as the subject of the same
may appertain to.

3d. The receipt of every surh produc-
tion shall be immediately acknowledged
by a notice to be inserted iu one of the
Quebec papers.

4lh. All written produclions may be
either in the English or French lan-
guages.

)N,
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ABJUDICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF REWARDS.

The merits of all productions, npon
^'hich ihe Classes* shall have reported,
shall be reported at the half-yearly
General Meeting, to be held in August,
in every year, and the rewards shall ac-
cordingly be adjudged, but the distribu-
tion of such rewards shall only take

tliat purpose.



THE LIBRARY

Shall be open to all Members.

Members shall be allowed fo take
only two volumes at a time, which they
may retain for a period not CAceedin"-
ten days.

°

Globes and Maps, i id such works as
may be declared hy the Committee to
be works of reference, cannot be taken
from the Library.

Any Member losing the whole or part
of a work is to replace it by another of
the same description, or to pay the value
ot the whole ; the price to be fixed by
the Committee.

No Member shall lend a book belon""-
ing' to il:2 Institution.

'^

I^Iembers who shall return (o the Li-
brarr any work defaced by drawing* or
writing upon it, or who shall otherwise
have materially injured it, shall replace
the same or repay the price that may be
set on it by the Committee.

A book shall be kept in the Library,
in which Members may insert the titles

oi any works, that they nuay wish to be

'

T/i^
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added to the Library; upon the acquisi-
tion of which the Committee shall de-
cide.

The Librarian shall keep a book
wherein shall be entered books taken
from the Library, with the dates at which
they were taken out, and the names of
the persons borrowing them, and in
which Members shall be allowed to in-
sert their names for the next readin* of
any work. "

Members on returning books to the
Library shall be permitted to take them
out again, should they not be bespoken.

The Library shall be open from six
till nine on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday evenings.

T/i^ following hooks shall also he kept

1st. A book, in which shall be written
the obligation of the Members, to be by
them subscribed in their own hand-
writing.

2d. A register of Members, in which
shall be entered their names and places
of residence, the date of their admission
the names of the persons by whom they



were proposed, and the time and cause
of any Member ceasing to belong to the
Institute.

3d. Minute books for the Committee,
for the respective Classes, and for the
entry of proceedings at General Meet-
ings of the Institute.

4th. A register of donations.

5th. Letter books.

6th. A register of rewards, which shali
also contain the titles of the su>bjects
given for competition.

The books of the Institute shall be at
all times open for the inspection of any
Senior Member.

The original of atiy paper, after having
!)een submitted to the Society, and re-
ceived, shall be considered as the pro-
perty of the Institute, but the author
may have a copy by leave of the Com-
mittee.

There shall heframed, as soon as cir-
cumstances shall permit, any part or the
whole of the fallowing institutions and
€f\\\arttlr\tr\c>

'
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A general Library.

A repository of models of art, inren-
tions^ &c.

A gallery of paintings and statues.

A collection of drawings and engrav-
ings.

A collection of philosophical appa-
ratus.

Lectureships on literature, history,
philosophy, science, arts, &c.

DONATIONS

Shall be recorded in a book kept for
that purpose, and a statement thereof,
shall be submitted by the Librarian at
the Anniversary Election Meeting, which
shall afterwards be published.

COMMON SEAL OF THE INSTITUTE,

It shall remain with the Committee to
cause to be made a Common Seal, with
such device thereon as they may think
proper, which shall be affixed to all do-
cuments and communications from or
belonging to the Institute, that the Coi
mittee may deem to require the same.

:nnn.
- -is*-
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NEW RULES AND RESCINDING EXISTING RULES.

Should aijy Senior Member deem it

necessary to rescind or amend any ol the
foregoing Rules, he sha'l submit his
opinion at a half-yearly General Meet-
ing, and tlie proposed amendment or
repeal shall be discussed at the next
General Meeting, when it shall be de-
cided by not less than three-fourths of
the Senior Members present.

A. SEWELL,
Secretary,

t
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1 # •.I ^ RESOLUTIONS.

"S«V? "^^''=«-'""^"^
1^<^J^ '^*

*f
c«t«WMAed tn thi» city, a Mechanics'

IT r^,. T^S^ beforthwUh commenced.
'

4 A-TAat <' The Quebec Mechanic' Inrtitute" ,haU condst
<a all persona who ahaU Aar« <»«m. w. ti .

""^ »»a« con««

OTi or before thepSTdnT^f^Tl" '**"" "*^ «" »nemA<fr«

w such, manner as the Rules may provide
^

InSLe^'S!jT^*-' '•^''''
'f**^*

tf^Q^bec Mechanics^

ilJr- ?T^ **? i?
*'*^'"' «*»« *« ^ ^il^ary of Reference

/n^^ion ^ the Members ; aTan^lc^J^JtwtLZ
furnished wUh necessary apparatus.

^J^"*^'^ vvorkshop,

aufh^lnlt^lT^l ^f^J'P^}^ to«dmt a Mechanic to

«...nhl l^f^f ^ '5* JnstUution shall be Ten ShUlinespnyable haif-yearly m advance
onunngs,

amZlt^ol^J'/l^'J'^^ '^i^^'^ ^ U^l KnowUdge

Zm^lM^ ^tl^T' "tf ''^'^"^ *' contribute to

Bo:i^t:^CD^^t:;'^'^'> *ydo««..o„,^3f^.

8th^That a CommUtet of Five persons (with power to add
rl^'^J*""^^^ '^ "''^ Three »haU form a%Zum be

saidCol^t^e'^^ r^ '"""'> " ** «» if^unctim on the

^ii^::;Tii::^^p'^'^y *- ^^^-^ pontes and an

loth -That such Constitution ftr the On^^^m^t ^r ti

on






