
s
R EPORT

STATISTICS AND FINANCES.
G)(QOUR Committee, in presenting their Annual1 Report on Sta- 
cok tistics and Finances, beg leave to submit the following 

summary. In doing so, they would not fail to acknowledge 
the good hand of God towards us during the year, in the measure 
of success that has attended our efforts as a Presbytery. Numerous 
additions were made to the roll of membership, and our people in 
general manifest a sustained interest in the support of ordinances 
at home and abroad. It is to be regretted, however, that not a few 
of them habitually shrink from bearing anything like a proportionate 
share of the financial burdens of the Church. It is to be hoped 
that the revived attention now given to the subject of systematic 
beneficence may serve to bring these delinquents into line with the 
recommendations of the Church anent this important duty. The 
Presbytery of London is composed of 33 pastoral charges, 15 of 
these consisting of one and 18 of two congregations each ; making 
in all 53 congregations. Of this number 2 have made only a partial 
report, while 8 have made no report. The last named, however, 
were vacant at the time. Such omissions, no doubt, account largely 
for apparent deficit in several departments of finance. Two thousand 
seven hundred and two families are reported, and 298 single persons 
not connected with families. There are 5,082 communicants, of 
which 661 were added during the year — 478 by profession and 
183 by certificate. Such numbers indicate an advance over the pre­
vious year. Baptism was administered to 279 persons during the 
year, of which 67 were adults. There are 168 elders and 281 other 
office-bearers, which leaves an average of 18 families to each elder, 
and 9 to the other office-bearers. Nearly one half of the members
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arc reported as attending prayer meetings; in all 1,384, or 123 in 
advance of last year But why not the other half, or at least a fair 
proportion of them? Four thousand two hundred and twelve attend 
Sabbath School and Bible Class instruction. The number of teach­
ers reported is 414. These schools are furnished with 1,262 more 
volumes of religious literature than was reported for previous years. 
As the subject of missions is now engrossing the attention of Chris­
tian nations in an unwonted measure, it will be gratifying to learn 
that our own Presbytery has caught something of the flame, as there 
are no less than 32 Societies within our bounds devoting their efforts 
more or less intently to that cause—16 of these arc Missionary 
Associations and 24 Woman’s Foreign Missionary Societies. If 
only animated by love to Christ, such multiplied agencies must 
exert a powerful influence for good.

FINANCES.
There was raised in all for stipend $22,769, making an average 

of $8.42 per family, and $4.48 per member. In this important 
department we stand .10 per family below the general average of the 
whole Church, and .8 per member above it. The total raised for 
congregational purposes was $50,003, some $946 in excess of pre­
vious year; leaving an average of $18.50 per family, and $9.84 per 
member. In both these items also we are below the general average 
$1.02 per family, and 39 cents per member. The aggregate con­
tribution for schemes of the Church was $9,567, making an average 
of $3-54 per family, and $1.88 per member. In these we rise above 
the general average 12 cents per family, and 8 cents per member. 
Of this total sum distribution was made in the following proportion : (
To College Fund (ordinary and special), $812; Home Missions, 
$1,97 7; Augmentation, $934; French Evangelization, $903; Foreign 
Missions, $3,919; Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, $560; Widows < 
and Orphans’ Fund, $264 ; Assembly Fund, $198. These numbers 
indicate an advance of $681 over previous year. For all purposes 
$63,984 was raised, as against $6 2,451 for year ending 188 7, or an 
excess of $1,533. The average per family of this aggregate is 
$23 31, and per member, $12.59. In this total also we are $1.09 
per family, and 27 cents per member, below the general average.

As will appear from the appended table, 21 congregations in 
our Presbytery rise above the general average in stipend, while 
12 are below it. For congregational purposes, schemes and 
all purposes, 10 only are above, while 23 are below. Such is
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thé relative liberality of reporting congregations. Our relative 
liberality as a Presbytery stands thus : Out of the 42 Presbyteries 
in our Church, 21 are above us per family and per commu­
nicant in the matter of stipend ; for congregational purposes, 16 
per family and 19 per communicant; for schemes, 5 per family 
and 6 per communicant ; for all purposes, 13 per family and 14 per 
communicant. It may be stated in brief that while the aggregate 
contributions of the present year are $1,533 in excess of the sum 
reported for 1887, yet the rate of increase has not been equal to that 
of said year, nor have we kept pace with the advance of the Church 
as a whole; for at no period since the union in 1875 have the 
material resources of our Church been developed at so rapid a ratio 
as during the year ending 1888, being nearly $16,000 above the 
increase of the preceding year. May the zeal of others proVoke us 
to devise more liberal things ; that while we seek to excel in other 
gifts, we may not fail to abound in this grace also.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
1st. That in terms of the injunctions of the General Assembly, 

all vacant congregations, as well as those having settled pastors, be 
instructed through their sessions to report accurately both their 
statistics and finances.

2nd. That, in view of the manifest disparity in the relative 
liberality of congregations, the Committee on Systematic Benefic­
ence be encouraged in their efforts to commend the principles and 
methods of Scriptural giving.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
ALEX. URQUHART,

COWAL, Sept. 25th, 1889. ( Convener.
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