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NOTES ON NEW BRUNSWICK WEATHER FOR 1912.

By D. LEaviTT HUTCHINSON.

January.— The distinctive feature of the month was the
steady and extremely cold weather with but two brief intervals
of thawing temperatures. Snow fell on twelve days, light
rain on three. At St. John, the average temperature was
the lowest since 1888. Temperatures below zero were recorded
on twelve days, attended by thick vapour over the Bay.
An exceptionally heavy gale from the southeast through south-
west to northwest occurred on the 9th and 10th; at Point
Lepreaux it reached hurricane force and some local damage
resulted. At the close of the month the depth of snow ranged
from three inches near the coast line to two feet farther
north. Highest temperature 51 at Sussex; lowest 31.5 below
zero at Fredericton.

February.— A month of steady though not extremely
cold weather. Excepting between the 9th and 12th, few or
no zero temperatures were recorded. The only thaw occurred
with the heavy rainfall of the 22nd. Snow fell on eight days,
snow and rain on one, while the remaining days were mostly
fine and bright. A heavy southeast through southwest to
northwest gale on the 22nd and 23rd, and a gale from south-
east and east on the 27th were the only storms of the month.
The last mentioned was accompanied by the heaviest snowfall
of the winter in New Brunswick. Highest temperature 48.7
at Grand Manan; lowest 29.5 below zero at St. Stephen.

MarcH.— Weather was of a very wintry type, rivers and
lakes remained ice-bound with little prospect of an early
opening. In southern New Brunswick good sleighing pre-
vailed until the 15th, when a heavy rainfall put an endfto
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it. In northern New Brunswick the snowfall was excessive
and at the close of the month a considerable depth was still
on the ground. lce firm in the River. Highest temperature
55 at Moncton; lowest 21 below zero at St. Stephen.

ApriL.— During the greater part of April fair, cold, back-
ward and at times wintry weather prevailed, vegetation
showing little sign of life. Rivers and streams were unusu-
ally late in opening and the spring freshets were checked
owing to the lack of warm rains and seasonable temperatures.
Roads bare of snow except near the North Shore where a
heavy snowstorm prevailed on the 19th. Thunderstorms were
fairly general on the 16th. St. John River opened on the
10th. Highest temperature 70 at Moncton; lowest 5 at
Dalhousie.

May.— Mostly fair and comparatively dry weather was
experienced up to the 22nd, but unsettled wet weather then
s2t in and an excessively heavy rainfall occurred on the last
three days, when in some localities over four and a half
inches fell. A moderate southwest to northwest gale prevailed
in the Bay of Fundy district on the 14th. Thunderstorms
on the 24th and 25th were heavy and destructive in York
County. Vegetation everywhere backward. Highest tempera-
ture 84.5 at Chatham; lowest 22 at Dalhousie.

June.— Cold wet weather prevailed until the 18th, when
fine and comparatively warm conditions set in, followed on
the 30th by a return to cold with light frosts and flurries of
snow in some localities. The total amount of rain recorded
during the month was considerably less than the average.
Severe frosts occurred on the Sth.  Bright aurora on the 7th.
Thunderstorms on the 21st and 26th. Highest temperature
93 at Chatham; lowest 30 at St. Stephen.

JuLy.— During the first two weeks of the month the
weather was generally fine, dry and extremely warm. In the
interior and northern districts temperatures exceeding 95
were recorded in some localities between the 4th and 10th,
and during this period thunderstorms of marked severity
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caused considerable damage, and the fatalities reported were
quite unusual. The remainder of the month was cold, wet
and dull, and at times autumn-like. Highest temperature
98 at Chatham, lowest 36.5 at Sussex.

AucusT.— A month of most persistent unsettled, wet and
unseasonably cold weather. Thunderstorms were very heavy
and destructive throughout the Province. The continuous
heavy rains hindered farming operations and considerable
damage resulted from the flooded rivers and streams. For
cold, gloomy and wet weather the past summer leaves a
record seldom surpassed. Slight earth tremors were reported
from Charlotte and Carleton Counties on the 19th. Highest
temperature 85 at Chatham, lowest 36 at Moncton.

SEPTEMBER.— Fine weather prevailed throughout the
month wh'le the mean temperature was below average in all
districts. Frosts were remarkably infrequent and almost the
total amount of precipitation occurred on three days. Winds
were light and no gales occurred. Light snow fell in Carleton
County on the last day of the month. Highest temperature
79.5 at St. Stephen; lowest 28.5 at St. Stephen

OctoBER.— The weather of the month for the most part
was fair and mild. Rainfall varied from double the average
in some lccalities to about average in others. Temperatures
below freezing were recorded on the 16th, 21st and 30th.
A moderate gale from southeast to southwest prevailed on
the 13th. A stormy period occurred between the 24th and
26th with heavy rains and a southeast gale, maximum velocity
of 60 miles an hour being registered at Point Lepreaux.
Rivers, streams and lakes much above seasonal height.

NovEMBER.— Fine, mild, pleasant conditions typical of
Indian Summer prevailed during the greater part of the
month. The snowfall was everywhere light, but on the
North Shore and in parts of the interior sleighing was fair
during the last two weeks, elsewhere the ground was almost
bare of snow. A southeast to southwest gale occurred on
the 8th, and a northeast gale on the 14th with a maximum
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velocity of 60 miles per hour at Point Lepreaux, but in all
localities the wind movement was considerably below average.
No extremely low temperatures were recorded and the St.
John River was open for navigation throughout the month.
Highest temperature 67 at Moncton, and St. Stephen; lowest
11.5 at Fredericton.

DECEMBER.— An unseasonable fine, mild month with
remarkably high winds. No severe cold spells were experi-
enced and the snowfall was abnormally light. Near the
coast-line the ground was practically bare of snow throughout
the month, but fairly good snow roads obtained on the North
Shore and in parts of the interior. Six gales occurred, that
on the 19th being attended by excessively heavy precipitation.
Pronounced earth tremors occurred on the morning of the
11th. Highest temperature 54 at Sussex; lowest 13 below
zero at Chatham.
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METEOROLOGICAL ABSTRACT FOR 1912,
ST. JOHN OBSERVATORY.

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF CANADA,

Latitude, 45°, 16." 4.50." N. Longitude, 66°, 3." 47.70." W, H
4
|
. ]
K
3 |
BAROMETER THERMOMETER ; ;

MoNTHS. - s
1912 __é‘ = ’é.
d ]
Mean | Highest | Lowest | Mean | High- | Low- _1| :
est | est | % i
f
January 20.803 | 30.586 13.3 | 46.3 |-12.7 | 5.3 720100 b
February 20.754 | 30.304 20.3 | 43.7 [-12 1.8 3.00 | 0 | 2 |

March 310,021 30.647 XK.6 9.2 3.31 5.8 }.80 0|4

April 20.916 30,584 37.7 56.5 16.7 | }.36 1

May 29,965 | 30.387 18.8 7 34.3 | 6.2 | 7.49 6 {
June 29 805 30,187 5.6 10 3.5 2. 65 1 ( ‘
July 20.928 | 30.266 60.3 45 6.5 .00 3 | ¢ §
August 29.928 | 30.365 59.2 16 6.0 .70 | 9 f
September 30.052 | 30.432 | 20.616 | 55 8.5 5.7 [3.45]| 0|2 a
October 30.001 20,486 | 47.9 32 +.9 | 3.2 01 4
November 29.937 29.358 | 37.7 1.7 | 6.1 3.03 1 01 1
December 20906 20.562 | 28.4 3.7 ' 4.5 | 7.38 | 0 | 4 y

Mean height «

f barometer for year was 20.933, the highest

reading 30.647 on 6th March, and the lowest 28.557 on the
Oth January. The average temperature for the year was
11.1, which was 0.1 below the average of the past forty years.

Maximum temperature 77.5 occurred on the 2nd of July and i
the minimum 12.7 below zero on the 13th January. Total |

precipitation 51.85 was 4.69 above average.

D. L. HutcHINSON,
Director St. John Observatory.
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NOTES ON NEW BRUNSWICK WEATHER FOR 1913.

By D. Leavitr HurcHiNsos,

Janvary.— Phenomenally mild, spring-like conditions pre-
vailed throughout the greater part of January. In southern
New Brunswick the ground was generally devoid of snow.
The St. John River was open in places and covered with
poor ice in others. Trees budding and sap running. In the
north, comparatively mild weather prevailed, with about three
feet of snow in the woods at the close of the month, and
lumbering conditions ideal. Six gales occurred, that of the
tth being the heaviest for many years. The wind reached
hurricane force from the northwest with an hourly velocity
of upwards of eighty miles at Point Lepreaux. Considerable
damage and some wreckage was occasioned thereby, but the
carly warning of this severe storm must have prevented
many disasters. Highest temperature 56 at Sussex on the
3rd; lowest 20 below at Dalhousie on the 2Sth.

FEBRUARY.— In marked contrast to the two preceding
months conditions during February were decidedly wintry,
and temperatures near and well below zero were of frequent
occurrence.  Snow fell on nine and rain on two days, other-
wise fine bright weather prevailed. The gales of the month
were unimportant. During the last half of the month, fairly
good snow roads obtained in southern New Brunswick. At
the close of the month, the snow covering ranged from six
inches near the shores of the Bay of Fundy to two feet in
the interior and greater depth in northern localities. Highest
temperature 52 at Sussex on the 1st; lowest 25 below zero
at Sussex on the 25th.

MAgrcH.— Dull, unsettled, mild weather was general
throughout the month, although temperatures well below
zero were recorded on the 8th. A remarkably heavy fall of
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hard sleet occurred on the 26th, and the total precipitation
for the month was much above the average. The snow
covering was light in all localities, and in southern New
Brunswick the ground was bare of snow after the 15th.
Near the close of the month freshets werz exceedingly heavy,
roads were flooded, bridges carried away, and travel by rail
delayed by washouts. The St. John River was open for
navigation, excepting near Fredericton, where the ice was
holding firm. Highest temperature GG at Moncton on the
31st; lowest 20 below zero at St. Stephen on the Sth.

ApriL.— The weather was mostly unsettled and cool;
light snow falls and flurries until the 20th, when a spell of
fine, dry and unseasonably warm conditions set in, continuing
until the 28th. Temperatures of 80 and considerably above
were recorded in most localities between the 25th and 2Sth.
It then turned cold and wet, with frosts on the last day of
the month. The St. John River opened for navigation on
the 1st, but was not entirely free of ice for some days;
freshets on this river did not reach the normal. Wind move-
ment was everywhere less than the same month last year
and no gales of importance occurred. Highest temperature
85 at Chatham on the 25th; lowest 12 at Sussex on the Sth.

May.— May was unseasonably cold with an excess of
dull, wet days. Temperatures well below freezing were
general on the 2nd, and between the 15th and 17th. Rain
fell on fourteen days; and there was a northwest gale and
heavy rain with an extremely low barometer on the 30th.
Highest temperature 88 at Chatham on the 6th; lowest 22
at St. John on the 16th.

JunE.— Fine, bright, exceptionally dry, but unusually
cool weather was general throughout New Brunswick. Coast
fogs were light and infrequent. Slightly damaging frosts
occurred locally in the River counties on the 10th and 23rd.
Highest temperature 83 at Fredericton on the 11th; lowest
30 at Dalhousie on the 2nd.




_

NOTES ON NEW BRUNSWICK WEATHER. 57

Jury.— The greater portion of the weather of the month
was fine and warm, rainfall in most places above the average,
but fell in heavy showers and during the passage of thunder-
storms; coast fogs were few and of short duration. Crops
throughout the province, although somewhat backward,
promise a good yield. Highest temperature 92 at Chatham;
lowest 41 at Moncton.

AuvGusTt.— The weather of August was for the most part
fine, warm and pleasant, no extremely high temperatures
being recorded; nearly the total amount of rain fell on four
days; light frosts were locally reported on the 26th. Highest
temperature 90 at St. Stephen on the 16th and 18th; lowest
32 at St. Stephen on the 26th_

SEPTEMBER.— The weather during September was mostly

. fine and bright with a moderate and scattered rainfall. A
heavy thunderstorm occurred on the 3rd. Freezing tempera-
tures were recorded locally between the 27th and 29th. Trees

retained their leaves, but the color was gradually changing.
Highest temperature 90 at St. Stephen on the 3rd; lowest
27 at St. Stephen on the 28th.

OctoBER.— Unseasonably mild, gloomy and wet, with a
marked deficiency of bright sunshine and clear nights. Rain
fell on twenty days, was much above average and excessively
heavy in all districts between the 24th and 27th, causing
abnormally high water in rivers, marshes and lakes. Light
local falls of snow with a decided drop in temperature occurred
on last day of the month. Moderate gales on the 2nd, 14th
and 21st. Highest temperature 74 at St. Stephen; lowest
23 at Moncton.

NOVEMBER.— An exceptionally fine, open and dry month,
the coolest periods being near the opening and close. During
the interim, weather was phenomenally mild with occasional
summer-like conditions. Only about one-third of the normal
precipitation occurred. Very little snow fell and the ground
was bare in most sections on the 30th. St. John, maximum
for the month, 62, was the highest recorded for the past ten
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vears. Rainfall which was much under average, fell almost
altogether on the 14th and 20th. Snowfall consisted of
flurries at the end of the month. Moderate northwest gales
on the Ist, 4th, 5th and 23rd; southeast on the 9th. Highest
temperature 65 at St. Stephen; lowest 4 at Fredericton.

DecEMBER.— Unseasonably mild  with bare ground in
most localities till the 24th when more wintry conditions set
in; sleighing then good for remainder of month. Tempera-
tures well below zero in some districts on the 29th. Ice
formed at head of St. John River on the 1st but navigation
continued until the Sth. A heavy southerly gale on the Sth
caused some local damage. In southern New Brunswick the
snow covering at the close of the month ranged from two
to eight inches. Highest temperature 52 at Sussex on the
Sth: lowest 13 below zero at Fredericton on the 29th,
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METEOROLOGICAL ABSTRACT FOR 1913.

ST. JOHN OBSERVATORY.

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF CANADA,

Latitude, 45°, 16.", 4.50.". N Longitude, 66°, 3", 47.70.". W.
\ |15
| 9|
MoN1HS. BAROMETER. THEROMOMETER. " 3 2 |
2 ¥ gf gl 5
B3| 584 | B
1913, 13 e | S
IS 8| B
10 ;zi’ |
Mean | Highest | Lowest Mean High-| Low- ! &R |
est est |
January | 30.064 1 6 427 | 0 |3
February 20 895 | 10.7) 5 2 0|2
March | 30 48| 6  § 013
April 20 | 193 6 2 0|4
May 20,950 3 :<| 6 3.6 1|0
June 20 957 41.3 5 0.7 2 3
July 20901 23| 5 3 1o
August 30 038 71.2 | 47.2 2 3
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October 20.992 69.3 | 30.2 0|5
November 30.089 61.8 | 12 0|
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Mean height of barometer for the year was 29.999, the
highest reading 30.883 on the 28th November, and the lowest
28.647 on the 4th January. The average temperature for
the year was 43.1, which was 1.9 above the average for the
past forty years. Maximum temperature 80 occurred on the
30th July and the minimum 10.7 below zero on the 10th
February. Total precipitation 41.15 was 5.15 below average.

D. L. HUTCHINSON,
Director St. John Observatory.




