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: In pressnting to the public the following Memoirs, & fow
3 explanatory remarks may. be requisite. ' :
‘ - For some years previous to the decease of mw
parent, it was evidently & matter which he had much at heart,
to leave behind him some narrative of his life ; no doubt believ-
/" ing that a vecord, in which might be traced so many instances
of Divine meroy and interposition, could not but be instructive
AR snd strengthening td others. This work, however, though com- | B
e T menioed in the year 1831, was mover completed ; and it has :
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Of the succeeding sixteen years, viz.: from 1817, the pri-
vate correspondence of the deceased affords almost the only
materials; but as this was tolerably copious, and generally
written with the entire openness of friendship, it constitutes
not the least valuable part of the Work.

The narrative of his religious visit to the South Sea Islands,
&ec., has been ea.reful)y revised since its last publication, and
some additional matter from the original notes has been inter-
spersed : a map of some of the Islands, constructed from the
best accessible authorities, is also introduced.

For the closing years of his life, the private journal has
again been quoted. The brevity of the American portion of it,
will perhaps be regretted, though easily explained by the in-
creasing age and infirmities of the writer ; but although short,
it was '.hot;ght to contain matter of sufficient interest to
warrant its insertion. The record of his last illness has been
furnished by the amiable family, who were then his kind
attendants. :

The Appendix will be found to contain several articles which
though not actually & part of the narrative, are yet interesting \
in connexion with it. The extracts from the notes of our
brother Charles, written whilst accompanying his father
amongst the islands of the Pacifie, exhibit a somewhat succinct
view of the condition of their inhabitants, and are the more
worthy of notice, as their lamented author was not only himself
well qualified to observe, but also- to estimate the evidence of
others.

1t will be seen, that the present work is to be regarded chiefly



the pri-
he only
enerally
stitutes

Islands,
on, and
n inter-

rom the

nal has
on of it,
“the in-
h short,
prest to
1as been
is kind

e8 which

 of our
- father
succinet
he more
- himself
lence of

1 chiefly

PREFACE. v

in the light of a compilation. From the nature of some of the

éhals, it will also be evident, that it has occasionally been
as pfuch a duty to omit, as in other instances to insert; but
the er may be assured, that the selection has been Rirly
and impartially made : and that whenever any alteration has
been attempted, it has been merely a verbal corrgetion, without
affecting the sense of the passage. It is hardly possible that
80 near a relation to the deceased should be an entirely impartial
Editor, and if any passages should be found indebted for their
insertion rather to feeling than to judgment, it is hoped that
both the judgment and feeling of the reader will combine to
induce him to make some charitable allowance.

It remains for me to acknowledge my obligations to all thoee
who have in any way assisted in the present work, and parti-
cularly to my esteemed friend A. R. Barfhy, who has kindly
superintended its publication.

In conclusion, I would express my hope that no passage
oocumng in the present volume may gn'o a8t cause of offence

to any; but that on the contrary, many\may dep&from it
edification and comfort.

DANIEL WHEELER.
Eighth Month 18th, 1842. ’

*
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vi TESFIMONY OF

A TESTIMONY

Of BaLsy MonThLY MEerinG in the County of York, concern-
ing Danier Wagerer deceased.

Our beloved friend Daniel Wheeler was the youngest son of
William and Sarah Wheeler of Conduit-street, Hanover-
square, London ; and was born there the 27th day of Eleventh
Month, 1771.

His parents were rather above the middle rank in society,
and being consistent members of the Established church, were
strict in conforming to its rites and ceremonies, punctual in
attending their plac8” of worship, and careful to train up their
childrén ‘to devotional exercises.

Before he was twelve years old, he was deprived of parental
restraint by the death of his father and mother; and was
placed at a school at Fulham, for the purpose of learning navi-
gation, to prepare him for his fature seafaring life. ¢

Thus left an orphan, through the interest ‘of a relative he
was entered on the King's books as midshipman at an early
age: whilst he was preparing for the service, and before he

had completed his thirteenth year, circumstances led to the . .

breaking up of the family circle, giving rise to a long separation

* from his brothers and sisters, to whom he wuvoryw\sr?ly

attached.

He now sailed for the first tnme,crmqngon&hooout f
Portugal ; and aﬁarmumng six years in the navy, he finall
quitted his ship, and entered the ranks of the army as a private
soldier.

¢ When about sixteen years of age,’ he says, * having been
unwell, and probably led to reflect a little on that account, I
was made sensible of a Divine visitation extended to me at that
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BALBY MONTHLY MEETING. vii

time ; disclosing, with undubitable clearness, the vanity and
emptiness of every earthly station, tarnishing the pride and
glory of this perishing world in my-sight ; and which, though
little understood and less regarded at the moment, has since, at
different times, heen brought to my remembrance by Him that
declareth unto man what is His thought, that maketh the
morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high places of the
earth, the Lord, the God of Hosts is his name! When this
occurred, although then entered into the bond of iniquity, yet
I had not launched so fully into its awful abyss, as was after-
wards most lamentably the case ; and from what I have since
witnessed, in unutterable mercy, of the strength- and power ot
redeeming love, a belief is induced, that, if this warning veice,
then sounded in the secret of my sinful heart, had been
hearkened unto and Wwaited upon, my footsteps,—even mine,
would have been conducted from the horrible pit to which they
were fast verging.'

It was after long exposure to the severity of the weather,
during a harassing service in one of the most unhealthy
districts of Europe, that Daniel Wheeler was seized with a
prevailing fever, which swept away many of his fellow-
soldiers ; and after all prospect of recovery seemed to be gone,
he was in mercy raised up from the hospital, where numbers
were daily perishing round him, to become, in future years, the
messenger of mercy and glad tidings .to others, At this
peried, , although he maintained a fair character among
his fellow- he was living in a state of much estrangement of
heart from God, and often striving against his own secret con-

victions. In ¢he discharge of those duties belonging to his .

Mmb“mwwhﬁodﬁuﬁondhh
superiors ; he had been advanced to the rank of serjeant-major,
and was afterwards further promoted.
lnlMorl?”,ln’uda-honvhtbhil sister
residing near Sheffield, who was married, and had
member of the Society of Friends by convincement. He was
not long allowed to enjoy this interval of quiet, before he was
summoned to join the regiment, in which he had obtained a
commission, on its departure for the West Indies. They set
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sail ; twice the fleet put iq sea, and as often- encountered a
dreadful hurricane ; several of the vessels were lost, the troops
perishing in them : but Daniel Wheeler was providentially
spared, experieneing a narrow escape.

Reflecting on these ters, and the renewed occurrence of
wonderful preservation, so unexpected and so undeserved, his
heart was touched ; he could not resolve a third time to expose
his life as he had dome, but determined to quit the army, so

soon as he could meet with suitable employment. He com-

municated this resolution to his sister at Woodhouse near
Sheffield, and returned thither, having given up his com-
mission, in 1796.

His mind was now opened to embrace the principles of
Friends, and he attended our meetings. at W . This
excited the ridicule of some of his nearest relatives and com-
panions, whose astonishment was great at the thorough change
that soon appeared in him. The work was not suffered to be
long on the wheel; the effect was decisive and permanent,
affording a dilphy of Divine power, not less remarkable in this
" rapid conversion, than where there has been a more gndul
accomplishment of its purposes.

He made an application to be admitted into membership
with Friends: and a suitable time, his request wag com-

plied with, in Month, 1799.
It is worthy' notice, that but little, if any, instrnmental
means was" in this remarkable change. Whilst

MdbgthoamlllmdpunllynlommntmglofWood
house, Daniel Wheeler had felt the truth of our principles,
and hid yielded to the conviction. His was a stability and
growth in religion of no ordinary measure. In a very few
years after his convincement he was appointed an overseer, and
he was indeed a bright examiple of zeal, sincerity, and love to
his friends, in that responsible station. .

An opening to begin business in a small way at Sheffield
presenting itself was readily embraced ; and in this, as in his
fature undertakings, the Divine blessing appeared to attend
him, and to erown his exertions with success. A

In the Sixth Month, 1800, he was mmedtanneBndv,
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the daughter of Thomas and Rachei Brady of Thorne, in whom
he found a helpmate indced, of sound judgment, guileless and
faithful. He remarks in a letter written after her death, ¢ the
heavenly Master’s love has never ceased to follow us through
all the vieissitudes of time, during a life, not a little chequered,
for a term of more than thirty-two years and a Malf, when Ho
was pleased to deprive mb of my greatest earthly treasure, and
to take back that which He gave: but it was His own, I verily
believe, even His,—the same who enabled me to say, in the
moment of my greatest distress, ‘ Blessed be the name of
the Lord.”’

As o tradesman .he was diligent in business; he was also
‘“fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” By the strictest
attegtion to integrity in all his dealings, he gained the esteem
of all with whom he had to do. Yet it was easy to see where
his heart was fixed : his Bible was his favourite compauion, and
the few minutes that could be spared at a time amidst his daily
concerns, were spent in the perusal of the inspired writings.

For some time previous to 1813, the impression had become
strong upon his mind, that he would be called to advocate the
capse of truth and righteousness upon the earth. Very deep
were his conflicts, and very close was his application of soul to
his heavenly Father for strength to perform his will ; and it
was his practice, when he lived in the country, to withdraw
_early in the morning to & small field near his house, for the
purpose of religious retirement and prayer.

He was very watchful lest he should be led away from the
grace vouchsafed to him; frequently refraining from conver-
sation -apparenily innocent, and in which he delighted, lest at
any unguarded moment he might grieve that Holy Spirit, whom
he felt to be his comforter and guide. He was recorded as an
approved minister in the Sixth Month, 1816.

About this period our friend was made sensible that some
sacrifice would he called for on his part, as an evidence of his
gratitade for the unutterable mercy and great condescension
of the Almighty, in having plucked him as a brand from the
burning ; and he saw clearly that it was indispensable for him,
as much as might be, to separate himself from the world and
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the things of the world, by declining his prosperous trade, and hand
retiring with his family into a smaller compass. The extent of And |
his business was becoming a burden. He felt the force of our exten
Lord’s declaration: ¢ Ye cannot serve Giod and mammon ;" in the
and his obedience to the requirement was full and unreserved. his da
¢ Not,” said he, ‘that I have acquired a sufficiency, without He
doing something for my livelihood ; far from it. I have still of th
a prospect of maintaining my family comfortably with care have
and industry, leaving the event to Him who knows the thoughts the e
and intents of the heart. I have no desire to accumulate cerne

riches for my children, the blessing seldom attends it; and
the baneful effects thereof are too often visible, even in our
Society.’

His mind was thus disposed to withdraw from his concerns
in trade, and he was in a state of waiting preparation, when an
inquiry was made, on behalf of the Emperor Alexander of
Russia for a member of the Society of Friends, to superintend
some works of drainage and of agriculture in the neighbourhood
of Petersburg. Daniel Wheeler offered himself for the ser-
vice, and finally accepted the appointment.

On the 18thof Sixth Month, 1818, he attended the meeting at
Sheffield, when he took an affectionate leave of Friends there.
He told them that nothing less than apprehended duty could
bave induced him to take the present step; that four years
ago it was clearly intimated to him, that it would be required
of him to remove into Russia; and though the prospect was
very trying to the natural part, yet endeavouring to obtain
resignation, he had been favoured to feel sweet peace. His
mind had been deeply affected while sitting among them, in
viewing the prospect before him, when he wouid be deprived of
the precious privilege of thus assembling with his Friends;
that he wished none might suppose his case a hard one, for he
thought that there was scarcely a person on the face of the
earth, who had more largely partaken of the gracious dealings
and protecting care of a merciful Providence. Twice he had
been preserved from shipwreck,—he had been favoured to
escape the devouring pestilence when numbers were falling
around him; and, when many were destroyed by the cruel
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BALBY MONTHLY MEETING. X1

hand of war, his life had indeed been marvellously spared.
And surely the Almighty Being, whose arm had been so often
extended for his preservation, when he was running headlong
in the paths of error, had a right to dispose of the residue of
his days, and was worthy of obedience.

He shortly after embarked for Petersburg, and took charge
of the works committed to him. These operations appear to
have been conducted successfully, much to the improvement of
the extensive estates, and to the satisfaction of the parties con-
cerned. There is also ground to hope, that his labours will at
a future day prove a blessing to that empire.

On account of circumstances connected with the religious
profession of the country, the gospel services of our dear friend
were much circumscribed to private interviews; and in the
line of his religious duty, he addressed the English residents in
that city. The uniformly guarded and eonsistent life and con-
versation, the unbending integrity which no self-interest could
warp,—no influence from without could suppress, will be long
had in honourable remembrance in that land, to the glory of
that Lord and Master ; whom diligently to serve and faithfully
to obey, was more to our dear friend than the smiles of princes,
or all that the world could bestow.

During the abode of Daniel Wheeler in Russia, he was
careful to keep up in his house the regular attendance of meet-
ings for worship, twice on First days, and on Fifth days. An
orderly and regular attention to the reading of the Scriptures
was daily observed in his family; nor did they omit the fre-

quent perusal of the writings of Friends.

For the distant members of his own Monthly Meeting he
evinced his concern, by addressing them once a year, and occa-
sionally at other times ; putting them in mnembrmoe of the
things which belonged unto their peace.

In the Fourth Month, 1825, our friend Daniel Wheeler was
liberated by his Monthly Meeting to attend the Yearly Meeting
in Dublin, and for other religious engagements in Ireland.
He was also concerned in Third Month, 1831, to visit Friends
in Devonshire and Cornwall, as well as the inhabitants of the
Scilly Jslands. These services appear to have been accom-
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xii TESTIMONY OF

plished, much to the satisfaction of his Friends, and to the
comfort of his own mind.

At the end of 1832, whilst he was confined by indisposition
at the house of a friend in Norfolk, the mournful intelligence
arrived from Russia of the death of his beloved wife. This
was one of the greatest trials that could have befallen him ;
but the Almighty hand was near to comfort and sustain him ;
and he was mercifully strengthened to say, *The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

A little before this he had laid before his Friends at their
Monthly Meeting in Ninth Month 1832, his prospect of paying
a visit in gospel love to the Islands of the Pacific Ocean, Van
Diemen's Land, and New South Wales, in which, as well as
in the Quarterly Meeting and the Morning Meeting of minis-
ters and elders in London, he had their full concurrence and
earnest desires for his preservation.

For so very extensive a service, the necessary arrangements
occupied a considerable time ; these being at length completed,
he sailed from the Thames the 13th of Eleventh Month, 1833.
The vessel was proceeding down the English Channel, when
on the 2lst they were overtaken by a heavy storm, which
induced them to take shelter off the Isle of Wight ; and from
adverse winds, and other causes, they were not able to take
their final departure until the 15th of Third Month, 1834.
He had been anxious to set out, and this deteglion was a
great exercise to his faith. Yet, prompt in his movements as
our dear friend was accustomed to be, when his duty was clearly
defined, his example is strikingly instructive, in the patience
and the stedfast faith with which he would wait until the true
light so shene upon his path, as to point out not only the way,
but the right time to move in it; and closely as he had been
tried on this occasion, he was at last permitted to see and

The voyage out was a very tempestuous one, but he was
preserved through all danger; and, accompanied by his son
Charles, arrived safely at his destinaticn.

Amongst those distant islands he was long and acceptably
occupied, he was often made sensible, preparatory to

\

\
\

attend
no abil
in the

streng
the Di
and c
tears,
allow
throug
broug}
In t
thesgs

wean 1
gratify
withot
resider
and gz
approy

It n
plary

tender

nition




d to the

sposition
elligence
e. This
len him ;
sn him ;
jave, and
y Lord.”
- at their
f paying
an, Van

well as
f minis-
mce and

gements
mpleted,
h, 1833.
el, when
I, which
nd from
to take
1, 1834,
1 was a
nents as

BALBY MONTHLY MEETING. Xiit

attending meetiy/ags, and other religious services, that he had
no ability or qualification of his own, until he was humbled as
in the dust; when after patiently waiting to be endowed with
strength from on high, he has been enabled so to minister, that
the Divine power has overshadowed the assembly ; softening
and contriting these poor islanders ; filling their eyes with
tears, and their hearts with love, until they could scarcely
allow him to leave them. This arduous service, extended
through the long period of nearly four years, was at length
brought to a close; and he returned safely to England.

In the published accounts of our valued Friend'’s labours in
thesg:distant regions, there is abundant evidence of his care to

his hearers to the Great Teacher and Sanctifier, and to
wean them from a dependence on instrumental aid ; and it is
gratifying to observe, that, in preaching the truth boldly,
without respect of persons, he also gained the good-will of the
resident missionaries, who received him with uniform kindness,
and gave him on his departure very ample testimonials of their
approval.

It may not be unprofitable in this place to notice the exem-
plary care which our departed Friend had exercised over his
tender offspring, to train them up in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord : that they might experience a growth in
grace, was the fervent desire of his heart. He would rise at
an early hour to read the Secriptures to them, and at night he
would quietly withdraw from the room, when the children were
gone to rest, to endeavour to direct their youthful minds in
reverent approach to their heavenly Father.

The blessing of Him who alone was able to preserve them,
and render them meet for His kingdom, we believe was not
wanting. For when, within a short period of each other, three
of these young people were called from their afflicted parent to
exchange time for eternity, he had the consolation of knowing
that their end was erowned by a humble and confiding trust in
redeeming merey. T

Had it been in the ordering of the Divine will, after so long
a traveller in distant regions, and sensible of declining strength
our dear Friend would have thankfully settled down for a season
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of rest.  Hence it is scarcely in words to express the sympathy
that w‘ felt for him, when he informed his Monthly Meeting,
on the return of his certificate for the South Seas, that it was
required of him at once to set out for the American Continent,
to visit more especially the cities on the coasts. At this time
his son Charles Wheeler, his endeared companion amidst the
perils and fatigues of the Southern hemisphere, was in a critical
state of health, and for his sake his father might have felt
anxious to delay his voyage. But so devoted was he to his
Master's service, and so faithful to apprehend duty, that the
yearnings of a father’s heart could not stay him, nor call forth
a repining word. He proceeded to America, and appeared to
have pretty much carried out the work required of him, when
he found himself released to pay a visit to the remnant of his
family, who had now removed on account of Charles’s declining
state, to the more genial climate of France. At St. Germains,
near Paris, he witnessed the peaceful close of his dear son. He
once more attended his own Monthly Meeting in Third Month,
1840, and soon after sailed from this country for the last time,
for New York. On preparing for his voyage out, he writes,
¢ But now that the time draweth nigh, I feel more thau ever
the need of the prayers of the faithful for preservation and
support in this the evening sacrifice about to be offered, when
the natural strength of the poor body, and perhaps that of the
mind also is weakened, as days have multiplied upon me, and
years have increased ; and, I think I never felt more at the
prospect of being again severed from my beloved children :’
adding, ¢ Certain it is that nothing short of implicit obedience
to what we believe to be a divine requirement will be accepted ;
and nothing can so fully bring our love to the test, as the having
to leave all and forsake all, without making any seserve for
ourselves.’

A week after he sailed, Daniel Wheeler was taken ill, and
continued so for the remainder of the voyage. The complaint
appeared to be a cold attended with fever, and as he was unable
to lie down from difficulty of breathing, his strength rapidly
declined. He received every attention that could berendered
on ship-board, for he bore the respect and regard of all. When
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he arrived at New York, he was conducted on shore by kind
Friends there, and further medical advice wad obtained. The
opinion formed of his situation was decidedly unfavourable.
On being told that he was thought to be in a very critical
state, he said : ¢ All has been done that could be done ;—only
write to my dear children, how it is.” The work has been
going on with the day.” All I want is quietness, it is a great
thing to be clear from pain.’ ¢ Love to all my friends on
this side the Atlantic as well as the other.” ¢ I want nothing
but the love of my heavenly Father, and I witness it. The
Lord is good to them who love and fear His name :_ great things
hath He done for me; thijpgs 'so wonderfully marvellous, that
they could hardly be believed, were I to tell of them.’

He remarked to a friend ; As to himself, he had no doubt :
he had the same faith that had been with him through life,
and which was founded upon the gospel of Christ, which
enabled him to say with the Apostle, * nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of Gtod, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Al] that the most assiduous care and tenderness, aided by
medical skill, could do, proved unavailing to restore him. His
exhausted frame gradually sunk under the disorder, and he
quietly passed away on the 12th of Sixth Month, 1840, aged
sixty-eight years ; having been a faithful hbourer in the gospel
vineyard above twenty-four years.

The Christian warfare was thus ended. Full of years, his

- loins girded about, and his light burning, he was as one that

We see abundant cause to exalt His holy name, who thus
led forth our beloved friend,—who preserved him through
many perils by sea and land—who conferred upon him strength
in time of need, and sufficient qualification for His service ;—
and who, in His own appointed time, we reverently believe,
hath called him in redeeming love * to an inheritance incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, aud that fadeth not away.”

Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting aforesaid, held at
Sheffield, the 3rd of Twelfth Month, 1840.
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A TESTIMONY

Of the MoxtuLYy Meering of Frienvs of New York, con-
cerning our Friend Daner WHEELER.

¢ At the Yearly Meeting of Friends held in New York, by
adjournments, from the 24th of Fifth Month, 1841, to the
28th of the same inelusive. )

¢ A Testimony of the Monthly Meeting of New York, con-
cerning our late valued, and beloved friend Daniel Wheeler of
Great Britain, approved by the Quarterly Meeting of West-
bury, and by the Meeting for Sufferings, was read : —

¢ This tribute of affection and of justice to his memory was
very satisfactory to this meeting; the Testimony was directed
to be recorded, and the Clerk was requested to cause a eopy of
it, together with a copy of this minute, to be forwarded to the
Monthly Meeting of Balby in England, of which our dear
friend was a member.’ .

Our beloved friend Daniel Wheeler of England, having
finished his labours in the ministry of the gospel, and ended
his days in this city, this meeting feels it to be incumbent
upon it to make public some account of his religious services
in this land, of the progress of his illness, and of his interesting
expressions, when he laid down his head in )cace smongst us.

He first arrived in this eity on a religious visit to Friends
in this country, with certificates of unity from the meetings to
which he belonged, on the 1st of the First Montl, 1839.

. During the following spring and summer, he attended the
Yearly Meetings of Philadelphia, Virginis, New York, and
New England. In the Eighth Month, he visited the British
provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and in the
Ninth Month attended the Yearly Mesting of Ohio. During
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his religious engagements amongst us, he was carsful to seek
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and to move no faster
nor further tham his way was thus opened. Hence his
preaching was sound, weighty, and edifying, mmlstormg grace
to the hearers, and .is fresh in our minds, .ccompamed by deep
and feeling unity with his religious services. In all his move-
ments he was remarkably watchful to wait for that Divine
direction, which had so often and so remarkably preserved him
in many seasons of peril, during his extensive travels by sea
and land.

In consequence of intelligence of the declining health of his
son Charles, he sailed for England on the 1st of the Tenth
Month, and found him in France, where he had gone with the
hope of deriving benefit from the climate, and had the satis-
faction of continuing with him until the peaceful close of his
life ; after which our dear friend again embarked for this coun-
try, and arrived in New York on the 28th day of the Fourth
Month, 1840.

During the voyage he was taken sick, and was so ill on
arrival, that he was removed with difficulty to the house of our
friend John Clapp. On the following day he was increasingly
ill, and remarked to the physician that he could not endure
another such a day.

On the morning of the 80th, it appeared from his rapid
respiration and the coldness of his extremities, as if he was
sinking fast, and it was thought proper to inform him of it :
he replied, ¢ All has been dome that eould be done ; only write
to my dear children how it is: the work has been going on
with the day. Love to all my friends, on this side the
Atlantic as well as the other. It is a great thing to be clear
of pain. I desire nothing but the love of my heavenly Father,
and 1 witness it." .

He revived, however, in the afternoon, so as to write a few
lines to his children. On the following day, he had returns of

On the 8rd of the Fifth Month, after being bled,
he said, ¢ Without blood there is no cleansing;* upon which
one of the physicians remarked, It is the blood of Jesus that
cleanseth us from all our sins.™ ¢ Yes, D.nizl replied,* but
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not in our natural unregenerate state. If we walk in the to ever
light as he is in the light, then I believe it will cleanse us from extrem
our sins: yes,’" he added with much emphasis, ¢ I know it.’ Lord s
In the evening he said he had had a hard struggle, and at forth h
one time he did not know but it was the cold sweat of death. the woi

On the morning of the 6th, he called for his clothes, and * done.
having given directions for the disposition of some papers 9th.-
which they contained, he said,  Now I have done with the did not

things of this world ;" and further observed, that he had no day.’
wish to live, but for the sake of his family, and that the Lord 11¢A.
Jesus might live in him ; that he had been his guide for many hour of
years, and he had declared his name unto thousands : that he improve
had no hope but in Him, and he was the same Lord over all : the dis
that it was not the prospect of immediate release, that led him and on
to speak thus, but it was in bis heart, and he must say it to hims
while he had words; with much more, in a very impressive been wi
manner, and with a strong voice. gospel ,
Towards evening his mind appeared to overflow with adora- “ Never
tion of the mercy and goodness of his dear Lord and Master, the life
'F‘ which had constantly attended him in his pilgrimage, and the Son
crowned him with loving-kindness and tender mercies. 12th
He briefly recapitulated what had occurred since he left day wil
America, alluding to the consolation he had received at the he said,
death of his son.Charles; so that he had to rejoice in the retarn
. midst of grief, saying, “ The Lord is good to them that love - more L
‘ and fear his name : great things hath he done for me;” things aroused
so wonderfully marvellous that they would hardly be believed ' passed ¢
, were I to tell of them. If I have experienced any shortness Thro
\ in my journey Zionward, it has been on my side, and not the that fait
~ 's; for he has been faithful, and his promises have been Redeem
and ‘xemain to be, yea and amen, for ever. Whilst I was on - his eve
ship- and thought by some to be nigh unto death, how things 1
did the Lord appear for my help and consolation ! and since I vailing (
bave in this chamber, how has e appeared for my com- Hely
fort in the might season,and I have been enabled to sing foel an ¢
hymns ‘of praises and thanksgiving unto him! When the prepare
ship made her soundings I made my soundings, o that Rock His )

which has never failed me, whose foundation is from everlasting Orchard
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to everlasting. I saw that I should be safely landed, though
extremely weak in body, and was enabled to say, should the
Lord see meet to raise me up, and strengthen me, still to show
forth his wonderful works to the children of men, or cut short

the work in righteousness, Thy will, O God, and not mine be -

done. I do not see how the end will be.’

9th.—He passed a distressing night, and one time said, ¢ I
did not know whether I should live to see the light of another
day.’

11¢h.—He said he felt the Saviour to be near him, every
hour of the day. From this period there was some apparent
improvement, and for a time he was more comfortable; but
the disease not being removed, his weakness again increased,
and on the 29th he was very feeble. At one time he said, as
to himself, he had no doubt: he had the same faith which had
been with him through life, and which was founded upon the
gospel of Christ, which enabled him to say with the apostle,
¢ Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

12th of Sixth Month in the morning, he said, ¢ Perhaps this
day will end all your cares and troubles.” In the afternoon
he said, ¢ It is very doubtful whether I shall be permitted to
retarn to England’ In the evening his breathing became
more laboured : after some time he was incapable of being
aroused, and a little after twelve o'clock at night, he quietly
passed away, in the 69th year of his age.

Throughout all his extreme wukneumdgred. dutreu
that faith and trust in the mercies and promises of his dear
Redeemer, which had been so remarkably exemplified during
his eventful life, remained firm and unshaken; and that all
things would work together for good, seemed to be the pre-
vailing covering of his mind throughout his illness.

He had ceased from his many and extensive laboprs; and we
feel an assurance that he has entered into that rést, which is

prepared for the people of God.

His remains were conveyed to Friends’ Meeting-house, in -

Orchard-street, where a large and solemn meeting was held ; in
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which, testimony was borne to the sufficiency of that Divine
power, by which he wa8 prepared for usefulness in the church,
and made instrumental in promoting the cause of vital Christi-
anity in the world. After which the corpse was followed to the
grave by many Friends and others, and interred in Friends'
burial-ground, the 15th of the same month.

Signed by direction, and on behalf of the Monthly Meeting
aforesaid, held in New York, 7th of Fourth Month, 1841.
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MEMOIRS OF DANIEL WHEELER.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY THE AUTHOR—HIS PARENTAGE, EDUJA-
TION—EARLY RECOMES AN ORPHAN—ENTERS THE MERCHANT
SERVICE, THEN THE ROYAL NAVY—IS PAID OFF—ENTERS THE
ARMY.

Havive frequently derived much valuable instruction, from
the perusal of the narratives of those who have long since
exchanged an earthly for an heavenly inheritance, the thought
has at times occurred to me, that a short memoir of my own
life,—however evil ‘ the days of the years of my pilgrimage”
have been,—might, under the Divine blessing, be made
in like manner useful to others. But perhaps, from the
humiliating conviction, that days as without number have
been miserably devoted to madness and folly, in forgetfulness
of a long-suffering Lord God, who is abundant in goodness and
truth,—the guilty mind would gladly hide the remembrance of
these for ever in oblivion, and pass over them in silent abhor-
rence ; or, conscious that there yet remains a stubborn and
unsubdued residue of human corruptions,—a sense of unwor-
thiness and unfitness may have hitherto operated to retard the
undertaking ; lest the creature should in any degree be exalted,
to whom shame only with blushing and confusion of face must
ever beleng.

Whatever may thus far have impeded any attempt of the
kind, I am induced, not as a matter of choice, but as a duty,
now in the sixty-first year of my age, to commence the work ;
humbly imploring the assistance of Him, who ¢ knoweth the
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2 CHAPTER 1. [\771 to

thoughts and intents of the heart,” to enable me, as far as it
may be carried forward, to accomplish it to his own praise and
glory, as a faithful testimony for the advancement of our holy
Redeemer’s kingdom in the hearts of my fellow-creatures.
Although no man can possibly be excusable for having done
wrong, because others may have been as bad as himself, or
even worse,—yet the magnitude of the present undertaking
would, in my view, bo‘:ﬁminished, if on reviewing writings
of a similar kind, any thing like resemblance, or a parallel

case could be discovered. But, alas! all that have gone "

before, appear to me to have travelled a much shorter time
than myself, in the broad way that leadeth to destruc-
tion. Many have yielded again and again to the temp-
tations of the unwearied and insidious enemy of mankind, and
have been long in the fetters of sin and death ; yet I feel to
have surpassed all others, that I have read any account of, in
having drawn “ iniquity as with cords of vanity, and sin as it
were with a cart rope.” I cgn adopt as my own, I hope in a
degree of true abasement of/ self, the acknowledgment of the
apostle,—* this is a faithfu] saying, and worthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of whom I am chief.” \

I was born in London, the 27th day of the Eleventh
Month, 1771 : my parents, William and Sarah Wheeler, were
members of the established religion of the country, and strict
adherents to all its rites and ceremonies; and although not
particularly conspicuous as being more religious than others of
the same class, yet they were highly esteemed and respected,
by a large circle of acquaintance for uprightness and integrity,
—of which there are at this day many living witnesses.
They had a large family of children, whose minds they
endeavoured to imbue at an early age with the fear of their
great Creator,—taking them regularly to attend the per-
formance of public worship, and also reading the Holy
Scriptures in the family at home; portions of which I well
remember reading aloud when very young.

By a document now in my possession, it appears that until
some time after my father's marriage, he was not in any line

1792.
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1792.] CHAPTER 1. 3

of business ; but afterwards, to meet the demand occasioned
by a great increase of family, he commenced the wine trade
ina select way. To enter into minute family details is not
the present object, nor is it within my reach, being too young,
when deprived of both parents, to be able to speak from know-
ledgé of my own. I have but a very indistinet recollection
of my father’s person, not being quite seven years old when

died, at the age of forty-three years. Some time before his
death, our once large family of children was reduced to five only,
of whom I was the youngest. We then lived in London, at
the Bond Street end of Lower Grosvenor Street; but those
parts of the premises which looked into Bond Street, were
occupied by another person, as tenant to my father.

My mother was endowed with a large capacity, combining

great sweetness with firmness of mind: and although an

entire stranger to every kind of business, she persevered in an
extraordinary manner after the death of her beloved husband,
in carrying on the trade for the support of the family ; and
so long as she lived, it continued increasingly to flourish,
our eldest brother being her assistant in the business. When
she was attacked by the illness that deprived her family
of their endeared and only surviving parent, I was sent for
home on the mournful occasion, being then at a boarding-
school at Parson’s Green, near Fulham. Of the loss of such
a mother, 1 was very sensible, being about twelve years
old at the time; and as I had a much greater personal
knowledge of her worth and solicitous affection, than I could
possibly have had of my dear father, the event of losing her
made a deeper and more lasting impression. I had had much of
her maternal society, and had largely partaken of her constant
parental and tender care, of which, perhaps, from being the
youngest of the family, I had more than an ordinary share.

A clergyman related to my mother by marriage, who resided
on a living in the West Riding of Yorkshire, had the whole
management of our family affairs, being left sole executor. He
came up to London at this eventful moment ; and after having
examined into the state of things, it was judged eligible that
the business should still be carried on for the benefit of us all,
B2




4 CHAPTER 1. [1771 to

by our eldest brother; whose character at that period, and
known capability, seemed fully to warrant such a decision.
Shortly after, I was sent again to school ; and our little family
band, although lamentably reduced, still remained awhile longer
unbroken.

For a few months after this great bereavement, all things
went on as well as could be expected with our solitary family ;
but the deep affliction into which it had been plunged, by
degrees began to wear away, although for a time it seemed as
if it could scarcely be borne, much less forgotten. Our brother,
on whose conduct the welfare of the rest greatly depended, thus
left without parental control, became less and less attentive to
business ; and gradually sliding into bad habits, and mixing
with evil associates, gave way to every excess and indulgence
in his power. From his extravagance and igence, the
affairs entrusted to him at home became so muclj embarrassed,
that it was now determined by the executor in/trust, that the
business should be disposed of; and the steps were
taken accordingly. It was not long before a jperson came for-
ward, who was .esmpetent to purchase the on hand, and
enter into the trade on his own account.

Although by our brother's 1mprndene/ the family were now
banished from a comfortable home, and separated, never all to
meet again in mutability ; yet the business itself received no
material check, nor wae it for a single hour suspended; but
was afterwards carried on to advantage for several years by our
successor. When proper arrangements were made, our beloved
but unhappy brother sailed for Jamaica, preferring in all pro-
bability a foreign clime, rather than endure the refloctions whi
he so justly merited at home, for having thus brought fuin
disgrace upon a family, whose prospects had been less elouded
than those of many others in similar circumstances. It cannot
be doubted that much sorrow of heart would be his portion :
but T had never an opportunity of obtaining mueh information
respecting him, from the time he left England until several
years after his death. He died at the age of thirty-eight years ;
and it appears that he had been comfortably settled for the last
several years of his life, and been frequent in correspondence
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with those branches of our family that were more stationary
than myself. My other brother had previously settled in the
West Indies. At this time, my eldest sister went to reside
with our relative in Yorkshire, to whom she looked up as a
guardian, until married: my youngest sister was at a board-
ing school at Putney ; and I remained with the family which
succeeded to the business. Having been previously removed
from school to assist my brother\ip the counting-house, I had
acquired considerable knowledge\ggi\:: management ; it was
therefore a convenience to them who\were entire strangers to
it, and for a time no other occupation offering for me to engage
in, I was furnished with employment, and had still a com-
fortable home.

Our family compact was now for ever dissolved ;—we were
scattered and widely separated from each other, without any
near relative in the world. My father was an only son, and
my mother an only daughter, so that we had neither uncles
nor aunts ; and I believe, in the strict application of the term
cousin, not one that could properly be called 8o : neither were
any of our grand-parents living, or had ever been known to us,
except our dear mother’s mother, who ended her days at our
house three years before her ter'’s decease. Our family
being thus severed from each other; e were cast upon the wide
world, as to relatives, in a peculiarly destitute situation ;, but yet
not altogether friendless,—for some who had long been bound
to the family by ties of strong attachment, clearly evinced their
sincerity, by never withdrawing from the orphan children, (now
overtaken by adversity,) thai regard and kindness, which had
been extended to their deceased parents in the days of their
prosperity ;—a test which the friendship of the world can but
seldom bear. ' i

Having brought my little narrative to,this point, it seems
necessary to determine in what manner it shall be carried
forward, before we proceed any farther. After due considera-
tion, I am of the mind that it should be hereafter confined
principally to events relating to myself; only in future bringing
into view other branches of the family, when the hand of time
shall, through the over-ruling providence of Almighty God,

\

\
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have again led some of us into connexion with each other at
periods far remote : one of which was made productive of the
most striking and important change in the history of my life ;
and which I humbly hope will lead to the accomplishment of
another, transcendently greater and everlasting, at my death.
But, reader, if the power to choose were mine, to draw an
impenetrable shade over the next several years would best suit
my natural inclination ; it would save me many pangs, and I
should at once bring thee to the time when I could tell thee
with delight, * what the Lord hath done for my soul.” But
with these years omitted, the long-suffering and unutterable
goodness of my gracious God and Saviour would be eclipsed,
his tender mercies would be ungratefully robbed of their lustre,
the riches of his grace obscured, and its glory hidden. I must
therefore, like the regular and progressive gradations of nature,
proceed from those days of childhood and youth, at which I
had now arriyed,—would that I could say, of innocency. But
ah! at this distance of time, I can painfully trace the spring-
ings up of the evil root, which failed not at an early age to
bring forth fruit of those things * whereof I am now ashamed ;”
having sorrowfully found from woful experience, that their
‘“end is death.” Canst thou then wonder at the uhnnkmg
of human nature from the task of thus re-opening a dark

| picture of guilt! such as I pray it may never be thy lot to

know, or to have to render an account of as thine own. Though
now in full abhorrence of the same, through the mercy of God
in Christ Jesus, I have a hope that my sins, though many,
will be forgiven, and for ever blotted out as * a thick cloud ;”
and that my tribulated soul will yet be cleansed by the precious
‘ blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of
Abel.” This only ¢ cried from the ground™ for vengeance
against the offender ; whilst the Llood of Him, who cried

—¢ Father, forglvo them, for they know not what tlny do,”
cleanseth from all sin, and was shed for many, for the remission
of sins,—yea, for all that repent, believe, and obey the gospel in
the secret of their hearts revealed, which is * the power of God
unto salvation.” But although ready to shudder at the pros-
pect before me, I feel strengthened to proceed, so far as I may
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rightly do, from a belief that the work in which I am now
engaged, is prompted in mercy, and will not be in vain, perad-
venture to myself, if not to another. For if permitted to finish
it, I shall have had another opportunity aﬂ"orMﬁ
late hour, for repentance,—a truly great and blessed privilege
to every sinner. And how much more shall I owe unto my
Lord, if in the course of a diligent search, it should please the
“ faithful witness,” in condescension to discover to the view of
my mind sins, which, through the subtle working of the grand
adversary, have been partly hidden and imperfectly repented of.

For some time after the separation of our family before
hinted at, had taken place, my attention was fully occupied ;
until the party, who had taken to the business, became
acquainted with its usual routine. The master of the house,
holding a post in a public office under government, which
required his regular attendance, was absent every day until

after dinner; and as his family consisted only of very young .

children, I had no associates but among the servants; whose
example did not fail to have in many things a baneful influence
on my thoughtless mind,—though at the time imperceptible,—
and the consequences unregarded. Yet I was at times desirous
that a situation in a well conducted family, with whom in the
days of my parents we had been intimately acquainted, would
offer for me ; . which in all respects would have been much more
guarded, than that in which I was; but in this my hope was

du;{pointod.

ere was a merchant in the city, who had long shown much
friendship for us; on whom without any particular reason I
kept an eye, as oune who was likely to befriend me. He fre-
quently called on business: and one day on perceiving him
coming, it me immediately, that his business was on
my behalf. This proved to /be the case: for in a short time I
was sent for, and informed that he had obtained a situation for
me, on board a ship then lying in the Thames, fitting out for
Oporto, commanded by a respectable man, a lieutenant in the
navy, then on half pay ; she belonged to some merchants with
whom he was connected in the import trade. This offer was

at omoce accepted on my part, and I suppose that any other

[
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would at that time have been the same, without regard to
choice; as I do not remember that one occupation had any
preference with me rather than another. I am not aware that
any attempt was made to dissuade me from this undertaking,
by those whose sentiments would have been regarded, or by
any other person ; so that the needful preparation was imme-
diately made for this unexpected change of station.

I should not feel easy without noticing in this place, for
the benefit of others, the manifold temptations to which young
people are necessarily exposed, when brought up to trades
similar to that in which I was then employed. From
nature of these trades, there is scarcely a probability of esca;
from insensibly falling into habits (much more readily acqui
than shaken off,) of tasting different kinds of wines and strong
liquors, which too often leads the way to intemperance. The
injurious effects of these practices, and of such exposure at an
early age, having been felt and witnessed by myself, make me
the more desirous to warn others against the business.

But a short time elapsed before Iywent on board the ship,
which, in a few days, proceeded to Gravesend. The weather
being rough, we were detained a day or two at the Nore; and
after reaching the Downs, we were again hindered by bois-
terous and contrary winds for more than a fortnight. From
these and other detentions at sea, the ship was too late to
procure a eargo in Portugal, which resulted in our wintering
in the Douro ; so that before we reached London again, the
voyage had occupied fully six months. We were but a short
time in the river, before we sailed again on the second voyage ;
which was completed in less than half the time of’the former.
During our stay in England, my time was taken up in learn-
ing navigation ; “so that I had searcely any opportunity of
seeing either my sister, or any of our old friends. Whilst I
belonged to this vessel, we had a providential escape from fire ;
the danger was greatly increased by the river being frezen
at the time: but with prompt assistance from other ships
then in the Thames, the ice was broken, and sufficient water
procured to extinguish the flames, before much damage was
done. By the time our second voyage was completed, I had
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become tolerably accustomed to the situation ; and although we
had experienced some rough weather, I was reconciled to L" as
much as could be expected.

Soon after returning to London the second time, I found
that some of my friends had succeeded in procuring for me the
station of midshipman on board a ship of war, then commis-
sioned at Plymouth, and preparing for the ecruising service.
This affair was brought about by an intimate friend of my
late dear mother, whose brother was appointed to the com-

mand of this vessel ; and it was considered by those who felt '

interested in my welfare, as an important foundation-stone,
upon which my nautical career would at a future day be
established. The change, however specious in appearanee at
the time, was to me but as an introduction to a school, which
is not often equalled, and but seldom surpassed for vice and
immorality. After the necessary equipments were provided, I
took leave of my youngest sister, who was still at Putney
at school, and of some of those with whom we were the most
intimately acquainted, and I joined the ship at Plymouth.
The situation I had now obtained, was for some time much
less comfortable than the one in which 1 had been engaged.
Before, 1 had been placed amongst only a few strangers, but
now the crew altogether consisted of many; and being an
entire stranger to naval etiquette, my situation was dull and
mortifying ; particularly as from my not baving completed my
fourteenth year, all those of the officers with whom I could
use freedom, were several years older than myself. It was not
long before we left the harbour, and sailed for the Isle of Man
station. This was a gjormy and dangerous passage, in which,
through Divine merg§, we were favoured to witness a marvel-
lous preservation shipwreck,—the dawn of day discovering
to us just in time the small island of Grasholm ; towards which
the vessel was drifting in a direct course, and already within a
short distance of the breakers. We were lying to at the time
under two or three storm sails ; but there happily being room
to wear clear of the rocky crags, the danger was soon left
behind. After remaining in these parts about fourteen

.

months, visiting alternately the coasts of Scotland, Ireland, and

e
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Wales, and putting into a variety of harbours for provisions
and water, as occasion required, we reached Liverpool in a
leaky condition. Here we expected to be repaired : but instead
of being permitted to go into the dock for that purpose,
instructions were received from the Admiralty to procure an
extra pump and proceed immediately to Plymouth; this,
although attended with much risk, was at last accomplished in
safety.

Whilst in this harbour, interest was made on my behalf
with an admiral of considerable estate and influenee in the
neighbourhood, with whom in former days some of our family
had been personally acquainted. Through this medium, 1 was
in a short time received on board a ship of the line, then
bearing the flag of a rear-admiral. This advance, under such
patronage, was considered to hold out a promising aspect ; but
whilst it seemed to pave the way to promotion, it opened
at once a door to an extensive range of acquaintance with
officers on board, whose circumstances in life enabled them
to deviate ‘with less difficulty than myself from the path of
virtue ; whose example I endeavoured to follow, until nothing
but the want of means prevented my going still greater lengths
than the worst of them. Whilst in this ship, when about
sixteen years of age, having been unwell, and probably led to
reflect a little on that account, I was made sensible of a Divine
visitation being extended to me: disclosing with indubitable
clearness the vanity and emptiness: of every earthly station,
tarnishing the pride and glory of this perishing world in my
sight ; and which, though little understood and less regarded
at the moment, has since, at different periods of my chequered
life, been brought to my remembrance, by Him * who declareth
unto man his thoughts,—who maketh the morning darkness,
and treadeth upon the high places of the earth,—the Lord,
the Lord of hosts is his name.” When this occurred, although
then entered into the bond of iniquity, I had not launched
so fully into its dreadful abyss, as was afterwards most lament-
ably the case ; and from what I have since witnessed in unut-
terable mercy, of the strength and power of redeeming love, a
belief is induced, that if this warning voice, then sounding in
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the secret of my sinful hmn,r“ Behold I stand at the door,

and knock,” had been hearkened unto, and waited upon, my
footsteps, even mine, would have been conducted from the
horrible pit to which they were fast verging.

I continued nearly six years in the navy : but were all the
changes from ship to ship enumerated which took place during
that time, and the great variety of incidents which befel me,
they would swell this narrative far beyond the limits intended :
whilst however I am desirous of avoiding the error of gratifying
self, or merely amusing others, I beg to be preserved from a
greater,—in omitting any thing tending in the slightest degree
to make known the aboundings of that wondrous goodness and
mercy, which followed me all along through an unparalleled
course of presumptuous and unrestrained liberty. It may there-
fore suffice for me to say, that notwithstanding the many and
great dangers I was exposed to, and the hardships and suffering
I had to endure, through all which I was preserved and sustained
in a manner at this day inconceivable to myself; yet none of
these things were sufficient to soften the rocky heart, or bring
me to a sense of my lost condition : for whether on board or
on shore, in harbour or at sea, or in whatever country, if I could
meet with associates prone like myself to evil, I was always
ready to hasten with them to it, either in word or in deed.

An expected war with a foreign power had occasioned an
unusually large fleet to collect at Spithead ; but after a time,
the differences being adjusted, the ships were dispersed to their
respective posts, and that to which I belonged was paid off.
She was commissioned again the next day as a guard-ship, and
I have no doubt that I might have resumed my station as one
of her mates, had I made application : for with all my private
failings as a poor sinful creature, my public character had not
suffered in any of the ships in which I had served, but rather
the contrary ; for my pride and presumption had often
prompted me in moments of extreme danger, in a daring
manner to take the most hazardous post, even when duty did
not require it, or warrant the risk. But instead of applying
to be re-instated in my former birth, I remained on shore in
pursuit of sinful gratifications with increased avidity ; and going
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up to London, so much time elapsed before my return, that I
never afterwards attempted to procure a situation in the ship
I had left, or in any other. In this way I left the service
altogether ; and would I could say, that 1 left the service of sin
at the same time : but I had not then filled up to the brim the
measure of iniquity. For some time I remained without any
employment ; at length I concluded to go to Canterbury, with-
out any other motive than what arose from examining the
names of places to which stage coaches ran from the inn at
which I was then stopping; and as I knew nothing of that
place, it is very probable that I thought no person there knew
any thing of me.

I now found the disadvantage of not having been regularly
brought up to a trade; and although desirous of getting into
some employ, no matter what,—yet for want of this knowledge,
I was alike unfit for all ; and I could not bear the thought of
making my forlorn situation known to those who had been the
friends of mny childhood, amongst whom there is no doubt but
helpers would have been found. As my means became every
day more scanty, I was at length reduced to complete poverty ;
and after many fruitless attempts to procure a livelihood, there
seemed left to me no other alternative, than that of entering as
a volunteer into the army : this plan was accordingly adopted
without delay.

I must now digress awhile from the narrative, to mention a
circumstance, which the facts just related have afresh awakened
and impressed on my memory. Towards the latter part of the
time of my being in the navy, it was suggested to my lost and
bewildered mind, by the subtle destroyer of men, that nothing
short of making away with myself, could extricate me from
the difficulties by which I was surrounded, and shelter me
from shame and disgrace; and the method of its accomplish-
ment was at seasons hinted at. But,—-blessed be the name
of the Lord God of heaven and earth for ever! his invisible
arm of merciful interposition preserved me from this dreadful
snare; and in the greatness of his love and strength he hath
at this distant period, put it into the heart of his unworthy
creature to record his mighty acts, to his praise and to his
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glory, with humble ‘and reverend thankfulness. Greatly do I
desire, that if this relation should ever fall into the hands of
any poor sinners and servants of the cruel taskmaster, -
was then my lot,—that such may be hereby strengthened and
encouraged to look unto thy Lord their God for help, even
though they may be plunged into the very of despair : for
* his compassions fail not,”—they are new efery morning ; his
tender mercies are over all his works; and he will give power
to the faint, and strength to them that have no might of their
own, to resist this, and every other temptation of that wicked
one, who was a liar from the beginning.

-
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CHAPTER I1.

THE AUTHOR GOES TO PLYMOUTH, THENCE WITH HIS REGIMENT TO
IRELAND—KILKENNY—DUBLIN —HARASSING SERVICE—PERSONAL
DANGER— RECRUITS — LIVERPOOL — BRISTOL — SOUTHAMPTON —
EMBARKS THENCE WITH TROOPS FOR THE CAMPAIGN IN HOLLAND.

It was a little remarkable, that, after all the pains I had taken
to screen my fallen situation from the knowledge of those who
had been acquainted with me, the regiment in which I had
engaged, proved to be at that very time on duty at Plymouth,
a place where, above all others, I had the greatest number
of acquaintances ; but I was so completely metamorphosed in
appearance, that I was never in one instance found out by any
whom I had formerly known, even when brought into close
contact with them. This change of condition, however,
wrought in me no change of life. My conduct for a time was
almost entitled to the appellation of reformed, but this period
was short indeed ; for having speedily acquired a knowledge of
all that was required of me in the way of duty, I began to
rise above the impressions made by difficulties gone by, and
again to look forward to a farther participation in the delu-
sive and miserable pleasures of this transitory and wicked
world.

In less than a year dve were ordered to Ireland ; and three
transports having arrived for us in Catwater, a short time
completed the embarkation : we sailed for the Cove of Cork,
remhing it in safety after a fine passage. While at sea, it was
soon vered, that I was no stranger to the management of
a 1; and thouglil concealed my having served several
years in a superior .‘Jﬂn’ yet I felt so muech at home, that I

voluntarily performed the duty of a sailor during my stay on .

board, not a little proud of my qualifications. It is most
probable that pride and nceit were the only motives that
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prompted these endeavours to be useful ; few, indeed, of our
actions, however specious in appearance, are wholly divested
of self in some shape or other, when examined in the pure
mirror of truth ; such is the depravity of the human heart in
its natural state.

Having frequently been sheltered before -by the coves,
bays, and harbours of Ireland, and frequently been on shore

I[ENT TO in different places, I was tolerably well acquainted with the
IRSONAL P y oy TR T
rON — character and customs of the people; whose hospitality to
LLAND. strangers has long been acknowledged by all who have visited
their shores : and although now unable to move in the same
| taken sphere as formerly, yet I still found opportunities to indulge
se who the evil propensities of fallen nature. But as the miserable
1 had inhabitants in some of the provinces were rapidly ripening for
mouth, rebellion, our time was much occupied by hard and laborious
yumber service.
osed in After landing at the Passage of Cork, we proceeded to that
by any city, but shortly marched farward to Kilkenny. This place
0 close was a station that afforded more quiet and comparative ease,
ywever, than any which afterwards fell to my lot, 'hll!‘. ﬂg‘g’d in the
ne was regular service; but our stay here was of short duration,
period before entering upon the arduous duty of Dublin garrison. The
sdge of agitated state of public affairs at that period, greatly augmented
gan to our fatigue ; and it frequently happened that we were on duty
1y, and every other night, and this in the winter season.
e delu- Discontent increasing and disturbances breaking out in the
wicked interior of the country, small detachments of troops were dis-
patched from Dublin, to strengthen the authority of magistrates
| three in their endeavours to maintain public tranquillity, and to afford
t time protection to the peaceable inhabitants from the nightly depre-
' Cork, dations of numerous gangs of misled and intoxicated despera-
it was does, to which they and their property were constantly exposed
rent of under a variety of diabolical pretences. It was my lot to be
several chosen’ with the first of the detached parties, to a share of this
that I dangerous and harassing service; on which, such was at one
tay on . time the emergeney, that we were kept on the alert night after
| most night, without any intermission for a week together, with only

s that such intervals of rest as could be procured in the day time.
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Whilst on this ex;;edition. on a particular. enterprise with a
constable, I was to all appearance reduced to the necessity, of
taking the life of another to save my own. The constable per-
ceiving the danger, had left me alone; when I was suddenly
attacked by a poor infuriated creature, in a state little short
of perfect madness from continued intoxication, supported by
several others, but in a less outrageous eondition. I kept him
at bay for some time ; but at last he got so near, that it became
every moment more difficult to avoid being reached by/the
violent strokes he made with some kind of weapon, I think of
iron, which were repeatedly received by the firelock in my
hands, then loaded with ball. In this situation, there seemed
left to me no other than the dreadful alternative of shooting
him to save myself. I called in vain in the language of appeal
to the other people to interfere : they stood by, as if to see how
matters were likely to terminate, before they began to act or
take a part of any consequence either way ; which they nearly
carried too far: but when they saw me actually preparing to
shoot the man, they hastily cried out,— spare life ! spare life !’
—which I only wanted their help to enable me to accomplish.
They then seized him, and in the midst of the struggle and
confusion which took place amongst themselves, my escape was
happily effected. I cannot suppose at that time, when I wanted
only the help of other men to enable me to spare life, that
the principal motive was other than that of self-preservation,—
accompanied by fear of the immediate consequences that would
inevitably have followed, and must have resulted in my own
destruction. Therefore it is greatly to be feared (althpugh that
heart must be callous indeed, which in all such cases does not
recoil from the horrid aét,) that it was not love to my fellow-
creature, which prompted the desire in me to spare his life. Let
none mistake it as such. 1 have frequently thought of this
circumstance since it oocurred, I hope with humble thankful-
ness to the great Preserver of men ; and now on committing it
to record, as one of those many events, in which there was but
one step between me and the grave, and whilst shuddering at
the strong recollection of it,—my soul magnifies that unmerited
and amazing mercy, afresh displayed and multiplied to my
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understanding in a two-fold view:—on the one hand, in
withholding me from the crime of taking away the life of a
fellow-creature, like myself, * in the gall of bitterness;” and
if I had escaped myself, thus sparing me, at this late hour,
amidst the decay of nature, when the shadows of the evening
are stretching out and my feet drawing near the margin of the
grave,—the appalling thought of a brother’s blood, yet unwiped
away:—on the other hand, in rescuing from immediate death
two miserable sinners, wholly unprepared to die; for had I
taken away the man’s life, my own would doubtless have been
forthwith sacrificed to the revenge of his enraged companions.
Thus as my history rolls on, the enormous load of debt which
I already owe unto my Lord still accumulates; and verily
it never can be liquidated, but in that infinite and won-
drous mercy, which delighteth to forgive every repenting
sinner, who in the depths of humility and abasedness of self,
has indeed ‘ nothing to pay™ withal.
On the arrival of some fresh detachments from the garrison,
I learned that a vacancy had occurred during our absence on
this service, and that the blank was filled up by the promotion
of myself. Although this circumstance was of trifling import,
yet it served to flatter and feed pride, and eventually to open
the way again for a renewal of those evil habits, from which
for a time I had been sheltered. As each body of troops was
relieved from this extra fatigue at a given time, our turn came
in regular course at the expiration of a few weeks, when we
again returned to Dublin. Not long after this, inquiry was
made for a person qualified to assist in the writing department
of the commander-in-chief, under his own personal inspection :
I never knew exactly how it was brought about, but in the
course of a few days, it was decided in my favour; and I
immediately entered upon this new and altogether unexpected
employment. Being now on most days at liberty at an early
hour, and freed from restraint and control, and from that inces-
sant round of duties, which had before fully occupied my timp -
and attention,/and compelled in a degree to orderly eonducc [
together with having it more in my power by possessing
greater means,—I soon began to take my swing in every inordi-

o
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dinate gratification to which 1 was naturally propense, and in
which an extensive metropolis furnished ample opportunity to
indhlge; thus adding sin to sin, and making farther woful
work for repentance. And although at times, in the midst of
these evil practices I was made sensible of convicting reproofs,
sufficient to have awakened any one but myself; yet they only
seemed to deter me for a short interval from persisting in them,
or until another opportunity offered ;—such was their dominion
over me. This course was however at last stopped, by my
attendance being no longer necessary at the writing depart-
ment, together with the sudden march of the regiment to
Granard; but not before my health had begun g suffer from
my folly. .

Our stay was not long at this place ; for the French revolu-
tion, which had occurred about two years before, now began
to fccasion more frequent movements and changes amongst the
fi)l;:ary. I was engaged in some hazardous enterprises whilst
ying here ; and although the town was small, and our time in it
short, yet there were stifficient temptations to be found for my
unwary feet to fall into. From this place, a part of the
regiment, consisting of two hundred picked men and a suitable
number of officers, was drafted to serve in an expedition then
preparing to act in the West Indies. The same quota was
selected from every regiment in Ireland; then seventeen in
number,—and possibly from every mgi:ehﬁ: England also.
From all the information that I could ever obthin, the greatest
part, if not the whole of these poor devoted fellows, then
declared to be the flower of the British army, fell victims to
the climate and the war. I mention this lamentable fact,
although foreign to my subject, to perpetuate all in my power,
the ravages of this horrid and desolating scourge of the human
race. At the same time, under a deep sense of my then sinful
and sull sinning condition, my mind is struck with admiration,
that I was not included in the above-mentioned draft, to
which I was no less liable than others; were it only as a
punishment which I so justly merited, for my unprecedented *
rebellion against a long-suffering and all-gracious Lord God.

Our next remove was to Galway ; where after some weeks I
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was again promoted, from what cause I do not now remember ;
but, as had been the case in the navy, so now, however profligate
my conduct in the general, I still kept up a faiwdname, by being
ready for all the duties that devolved upon me.

By this time several new regiments were raising by field-
officers, in expectation of promotion when the number of each
was completed, according to the then existing proposals of the
government ; at whose expense, and under whose particular
patronage these measures were undertaken, for the purpose of
more vigorously prosecuting the continental war. In order to
expedite the fommation of these mew corps, application was
made to the commanding officers of old established regiments,
for persons competent to assist in their equipment and disci-
pline, where such could be recommended. For one of these
regiments, intended to be formed in Dublin of recruits raised
from the different provinces, two others-with myself were
selected, and accordingly despcM immediately to commence
the necessary operations in that city. After leaving Granard,
and to the time of my again reaching Dublin, perhaps my
course of life, from one or other cause, might not be quite so
dissipated as for some time previous. But this could only be
attributed to an accumulation of duty, and not from any change
wronght in myself : for alas! the old evil root still remained
in unabated strength, though dormant; which in a while did
not fail to shoot forth, and produce those works of unmortified
flesh, which had so long and so often been manifested in my
conduct and conversation, and were now not likely to be less
frequent, from my being again promoted shortly after joining
this new regiment. Some progress was made in organizing the
new troops, as the different small detachments ‘arrived in the
course of the winter from the interior of the country ; and by the
time the spring fajrly opened, the whole number stipulated, was
raised and accepted. Such was the urgency of affairs just then,
that, whilst in a raw and incomplete state of discipline, almost
beyond conception, from the wildness of character of the class of
people, of which the principal part of the regiment was composed,
immediate embarkation was ordered, and transports were
actually in waiting to receiveit. In two days, the whole were
c2

e s Py
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on board of three ships, which sailed with the first tide for oi'the
Bristol. When the time for sending off these newly raised able..a:
troops was fully come, the utmost despatch was necessary ; for pruden
it was very evident, that had time been allowed for the infor- * likely 1
mation to spread to any material extent, the embarkation could
scarcely have been effected without bloodshed. As it was,
though the preparations commenced soon after three o’clock in
the morning, the concourse of people assembled together was

lands ;

g upc
movem

rtion,
immense, to behold their unfortunate countrymen in every l[l)‘!’lder
relation of fathers, husbands, brothers, and sons, forced away French
from their native .shores,—I, may say forced away, for it was 80 000,

necessary to assemble a strong military force from the gar- prohibif
rison to ensure the embarkation, which after all was not
effected without some difficulty. From my own persoiml
knowledge of the fate of many of these poor fellows, and of the

fore con
ing eitl
selves ¢

destination of those remaining after I left them, I think it is hour of
possible but scarcely probable, that any of them ever returned of Osten
to their families, friends, or country any more; as will sub- and an
sequently appear, if this narrative be proceeded with. the stor

We were favoured with a fine passage to the Severn, and any sup,
landed gbout six miles below Bristol ; in which city we remained provided
one night, and then marched forward to an encampment, where large flo
several other regiments were previously assembled, at Netley any atte

Abbey, not many miles from Southampton. Krom the undis- had man
ciplined condition, with but small exception, of the officers and shore, be
men who composed our regiment, it was only reasonable to the landi
suppose it had now reached its destination for the present; a large
but after a few weeks training, it was numbered with the line. space of
We received a set of new colours, and embarked on South- were ena

ampton river, with the other regiments yvhlch formed the then uni
camp at Netley Abbey, to join the British army then on the with this
Continent, under the command of the Duke of York. We laden wit
dropped down to Spithead the next morning, and the same loss of m:
afternoon, Earl Moira, the commander-in-chief, having joined baggage,

the expedition, we sailed, thirty-seven ships in company, under 0. mave

proper convoy to the coast of Flanders. their bod
The weather being thick, with light airs of wind, our passage, from it.

though fine, was rather tedious, before reaching an anchorage provident

just befor

L TIR——— e A o



1792 to

tide for
7 raised
ry ; for
e infor-
n could
it was,
slock in
her was
| every
d away
© it was
he gar-
a8 mot
yersonal
1 of the
nk it is
eturned
ill sub-

rn, and
ymained
., where
Netley
» undis-
sers and
able to
yresent ;
he liue.
South-
jed the
\ on the
. We
e 8ame
4 joinod
y, under

passage,
chorage

179+4.] CHAPTER 1I. 21

off the poft of Ostend. From circumstances of an unfavour-
able cast, unknown to us at the time, it was judged most
prudent for the expedition to be free from every incumbrance
likely to retard or impede its movements through the Nether-
lands ; the success and safety of the enterprise wholly depend-
ing upon its ability to evade and elude, by the rapidity of its
movements, in forced marches by night, the greatly dispro-
portionate strength of the enemy. The number of troops then
under Earl Moira, was little more than 7000; whilst the
French force, through which we had to pass, was estimated at
80,000, and they were at the time so posted, as seemed to
prohibit our junction with the Duke’s army. It was there-
fore concluded, that every article of baggage and stores belong-
ing either to officers or soldiers, beyond what they could them-
selves carry, should be left on board the ships. At an early
hour of the morning after our arrival in the roads off the town
of Ostend, every officer and soldier was furnished with a blanket,
and an allowance of three days’ provisions and water from
the stores of the transports ; it being very uncertain whether
any supplies could be obtained for some days to come. Thus
provided, the troops were disembarked under cover of two
large floating batteries, prepared for the occasion, to prevent
any attempt to frustrate their descent. As the boats employed
had many times to pass to and fro, between the ships and the
shore, before the whole were conveyed, it was near night when
the landing was fully accomplished. To expedite the landing,
a large float was made use of, to assist in crossing a narrow
space of water connected with the harbour; so that the troops
were enabled to land at more than one point at a time, and
then unite. It was well for those who had nothing. to do
with this ill-adapted float ; for in the hurry, it became over-
laden with soldiers, and was quitkly overturned, causing the
loss of many men, who, from their being encumbered with arms,
baggage, and provisions, were incapable of making much effort
to save themselves; this weight being strongly attached \i
their bodies, they sank before they could extricate themselve
from it. I landed on the main shore of the harbour, and thus
providentially escaped with only seeing the float then loading,
just before the accident happened.
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I do a’()t know how it fared with others, but it is scarcely
probable, all circumstances considered, that there could be any
material superiority in the accommodation of one more than
another. On the morning that we landed, | might doubtless
have been supplied with a blanket, in common with others ; but
as I occupied a station, in which little rest could be expected,
even when others slept, and supposing that I should be able to
borrow from some of the others, when they could not be used
by themselves, this opportunity was lost; but I afterwards
regretted the non-acceptance of it. From the day we left the
transports, several weeks elapsed before I got to sleep under
the cover of a tent ; as these, with the rest of the luggage and
stores, were left on board the ships to be conveyed to Helvoet-
sluys, as a place more secure from the French than Ostend.
We remained upon the sand hills near Ostend three days and
nights after landing, and then commenced a march which
could scarcely be equalled for fatigue and hardship; as we
were wholly unprovided with provisions, and every common
necessary, with which the generality of troops are usually
furnished at the opening of a campaign.

It would be no very difficult task for me at this day, to enter
into minute detail of particular circumstances, were it consistent
with the declared object before me, in setting about to pen this
memoir; for although so many years have rolled away since these
miserable scenes were actually shared in and witnessed,—yet
such are the strong impressions stamped on my memory by the
sufferings endured, and the manifold deliverances which f; ed,
that while endeavouring to insert such incidents only as are need-
ful to preserve the chain of history, in sufficient links of con-
nection to enable me to proceed with correctness,—transactions
that have long been forgotten, though they once formed a pro-
minent feature in the toils of the day, are recalled from oblivion
in a remarkable . I must however forbear to intrude
them here, and again with saying, that on leaving the
neighbourhood of Ostend, we passed through Bruges, and pene-
trated into the country by way of Ghent. The first halting
place of the army, in the evening of the same day that it left
the coast, was called the ‘ Pigeon’s Nest ;’ but it did not prove
a very quiet one,—for by two o'clock in the morning, the
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icarcely advance of the enemy was announced by the firing of the
be any picquets, by which we were surrounded. W hether this attack
re than was intended to alarm only, or to endeavour to take us by
yubtless surprise, I never understood ; if the latter, it certainly failed,
rs; but for the troops were literally sleeping on their arms, covered
pected, with their blankets, so that in a few minutes, a line was
able to formed, with the commander-in-chief present. It was how- '
be used ei?é?%idered prudent to remain there no longer, and in half }
yrwards an hour-this post was abandoned, and the march continued :
left the until noon the next day, when a stoppage occurred, from the
under French having occupied a bridge over which we had to pass. :
ge and Notwithstanding the men were almost ready to faint for want ‘
elvoet- of food, having scarcely tasted any thing for twenty-four hours; ;
Jstend. yet on its being proclaimed through the line that volunteers
ys and were wanted to force the passage over the bridge, a sufficient
which number immediately offered, apparently glad of such an oppor-
as we tunity.  After three hours’ detention, the obstruction was f
ymmon removed, I am inclined to think by its being found that the |
wsually force advancing against it, was much too strong for that by
which the bridge was occupied. The army then moved for-
) enter ward until midnight, although its course was much impeded
sistent by a tremendous storm of thunder, lightning, and heavy rain,
wm this which commenced at nine, p. M., and continued several hours.
3 these I do not see how I could have sufficiently exalted the name
—yet of my God, and his gracious dealings with a poor benighted
by the and rebellious creature, without mentioning the two facts just
ln'{d, related ; inasmuch as they magnify in my view, his long-suf-
yneed- fering and protection, to one who was utterly insensible of his
f con- loving-kindness, and who then knew Him not: and I trust I
«ctions shall not be permitted to overlook or pass by any thing that will
a pro- shew forth his praise, and tend to his glory ; or be prevented
livion from acknowledging his power and his might; who hath, accord-
\trude ing to his mercy, so many times delivered me out of every
ig the distress. For, notwithstanding- the constant exposure to every
pene- shower of rain, that fell, without covering over my head, and
alting with no couch| but the earth, and that at times soaked with
it left wet ; whilst harassed with fatigning marches night after night,
prove and with little rest by day ; amidst hunger and thirst, being

', the
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often short of food for days together, and occasionally no water
to be had, without digging a well to procure it, to avoid the
unwholesome waters of the stagnant pools;—and although for
several weeks together my clothes were never taken off, but
to renew a shirt, and my shoes but seldom off my weary feet ;—
yet through all, my health was not materially affected, till near
the approach of winter. But in the above description, not one
half has been told of that, marvellous mercy which was still
extended for my preservafion, when many fell by the sword, or Nm:’;‘;:
were taken captives by ttﬁ:uemy,-—-when thousands were swept Zr 5
off by pestilence,—and wiNlst unhurt myself, I saw the wounds ENGL.
of others bleed. Once whilst gone to Helvoetsluys in search of
me baggage, | entirely missed a contest, in which our regi- As the
ment was deprived of twenty-eight men ; and, when at last to an al
overwhelmed with sickness and distress, the same Divine and which {
compassionate arm of everlasting love and strength was still field, be
underneath to bear up my helplesa head, and in his own time force of
to rescue me from the very jaws of death, to celebrate his the Bri
praise,.and to declare in humble thankfulness and gratitude of preparil
soul, * his wonderful works to the children of men:j§ retreat
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Gl o NIMEGUEN — MANY DANGERS— ATTACKED BY FEVER— HOSPITAL
TREATMENT, HEAVY MORTALITY AMONG THE BSICK — DISASTERS

y8wept OF THE BRITISH ARMY—RETREAT TO BREMEN—RETURNS TO

vounds ENGLAND.

arch of

r regi- As the winter approached, the health of the troops began to fail

at last to an alarming and awful extent, from exposure to cold rains

ne and which fell almost daily ; and yet we were compelled to keep the

as still field, being constantly on the retreat before the greatly superior

1 time force of the enemy. As we drew near the walls of Nimeguen,

ate his the British forces made a stand, probably to afford time for

ude of

preparing a floating bridge across the Waal, to secure our
retreat behind that river. At the same time, the French
used every effort in their power to intercept our retreat, by
endeavouring to get between us and Nimeguen, which from
the strength of its fortifications was capable of aMing a
cover for seyeral days, or until our army had passed in safety
over the bridge.

The last two or three days the contest between the two
armies became more severe, by the continual arrival of fresh
divisions of the French at this point : on the last day the
cannon scarcely ceased to roar from sun-rise to sun-set. The
regiment to which I belonged, was ordered on the reserve
with three others; two of which were British, and the third
Hanoverian. As the cannonade increased, the first regiment
of reserve was called upon, in two-hours after the second was
summoned, and by eleven o’cleck in the forenoon, the third.
The direction from which the sound of the conflict issued, left
no doubtthat it was rapidly approaching the ground on which
we stood ; and although, as/the last reserve, we had not been
ordered to march, yet our tents were struck, and every thing
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prepared to move on the first alarm.* 1 had been going about me abo
in the wet for several days previous, without the practicability him I
of obtaining dry clothes; and this day being colder and more cheer n
rainy than usual, with the increased exertion necessary on more ;
account of the threatening aspect of things close upon us, the line
might hasten an illness, the foundation of which had already against
been deeply laid, and which began with shivering fits, just in increas:
the interval of waiting for the expected courier to call us to In tk
the field of slaughter. About three o'clock in the afternoon, painfull
a light dragoon arrived with a dispatch, but instead of its and lea
hastening us to the scene of action, it proved to be an order only m¢
for us to join the rear of another regiment then retreating hand wi
towards Nimeguen. Our army, after sustaining for many by all, «
hours with great loss the unequal combat, was at length com- compass
pelled to retire. Thus were we preserved when on the very extremi
brink of danger, in a manner as unlooked for as unmerited, from to rema
sharing in the disasters of a day, in which much human life my grac
was wasted, and which entailed great suffering and distress on of the n
many who survived it. After we had moved forward two or two of t
three miles, the coldness and shivering I had previonsly felt every as
were succeeded by violent heat and fever, and my throat seemed place wi
almost closed up. For several days I had found swallowing althoug]
very painful and difficult, from its extreme soreness,—but had possibly
taken little notice of it. In this condition I was still able leave m
to keep up with the body of the regiment ; but after entering to cover
the gates of Nimeguen, from the frequent stoppages which helped 1
took place in the miry streets of the city, owing to accidents they mi
constantly occurring with the floating bridge, occasioned by the Here th
fire of the French upon it,—I became more and more affected with hea
with something of the cramp kind, which nearly prevented my I could
standing upright. As the night drew on, it became colder, and consider
my pain increased, but I kept going on as well as I could; at the gen
length we came in sight of the bridge, when we were again would a
stopped for some time. I was near the colours of the regiment, 4 not the
and an officer who carried one of them, made some remarks to helped i
the mor

* Our expedition landed without any tents, but a supply was furnished
about six weeks afterwards, I think whilst we were encamped on the
plains of Breda.
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me about the bridge; but feeling myself much worse, I told
him I should never go over that bridge. He endeavoured to
cheer me up, saying, that I should go over that and many
more; but however, my assertion proved correct, for before
the line again moved forward, I had left it, and was leaning
against the wall of a house, no longer able to proceed from
increased illness.

In this position I remained for some time ; and after having
painfully beheld the last of the rear of the regiment pass on
and leave me behind, there scemed to be no hope left, as the
only men in the world from whom I could expect a helping
hand were all out of sight. But, although apparently forsaken
by all, and left to perish unseen and unknown, yet that ever-
compassionate Arm, which had so often been with me in
extremity, was again stretched out, and did not long allow me
to remain in this deplorable condition ; but in adorable mercy,
my gracious Lord was pleased to put into the hearts of some
of the regiment who knew the real cause of my absence, to send
two of the men back to endeavour to find me out, and render
every assistance in their power. As I had not gone from the
place where I stopped, they had no difficulty in finding me,
although it was by that time nearly dark ; but as I could not
possibly go forward to the regiment, they at last concluded to
leave me in the hands of a picquet of cavalry, which was left
to cover the retreat of the army through the city. Having
helped me to the place, and left me in charge of the picquet,
they made off with all haste to overtake their companions.
Here the wife of a soldier gave me some ground pepper mixed
with heated spirits ; and although, from the state of my throat,
I could scarcely swallow the fiery mixture, yet it proved useful,
considerably relieving the pain in my stomach, and renewing
the gemeral warmth. As it was expected that the enemy
would attack the batteries .in the night, which however was
not the case, although they kept up a heavy firing, 1 was
helped into a loft to be out of the way ; here I remaiped until
the morning, and was then assisted on board of a \galliot,
provided for the reception of those, who, like myself, were
disabled by sickness or other canses. The hold of this vessel
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Rhine,

was filled with as many people as could lie close to each other :

they were in the various stages of a violent epidemic disorder, the Bri
and from the heat occasioned by so many being crowded Som
together, the air was very oppressive, and difficult to breathe. the gall
Two other galliots of a similar description, proceeded in com- sick, wi
pany with us up the river, in hopes of getting round a neck of and aft
land, at which the Waal and the Rhine unite. But although what ef
considerable exertions were made by the sailors, aided by such at me a
of the sick as were at all able to stand, of whom I made one, in appe
they had not succeeded in warping round the point, when a althoug
party of French hussars made their appearance on the shore. back, b
It was fully éxpected they would endeavour to prevent our regret a
escape, by opening a fire with cannon ; but before they had time He hac
to bring any near enough to bear on us, we had got fairly into restored
the current of the Rhine, and were soon beyond their reach. person,
Being much exhausted I went below, but soon became very others.
ill from the closeness of the place. Whilst under this and with the
other distressing circumstances, both of body and mind, one he admi
of our companions who lay next but one to me, was removed the des
by death from all his troubles ; and although none of us could shore.
expect at the time, but that a similar fate would in all proba- where h
bility soon overtake us,—yet, in my own case at least, notwith- and bei
standing 1 was worn down with fatigne and sickness, and power, |
without a glimpse of any thing to make life any longer ticular 1
desirable, exeept the fear of death,—still nature could not but to whicl
feel appalled, when the dead body of a fellow-sufferer was was past
dragged past, to be taken on to the deck of the vessel. As the By this
evening came on, I became much worse; and although the case; wi
night was cold and frosty, I thought it better to get on deck, so fatal,
where 1 could breath more freely, rather than remain any more th
longer below : accordingly three or four of the people helped neglecte:
me up, for 1 was now so faint for want of support, that I had prove co
scarcely any strength left. 1 remained on deck all night and be able
got a little sleep ; in the morning, the cold compelled me again characte
to go below, but I felt a little refreshed, and better able to security
bear the closeness of the place, keeping near the hatchway, got well
where there was a greater circulation of air. In two days frequent!

more we arrived at Rhenin, a town ‘close to the bank of the experien
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Fan

Rhine, where an old moun.stefy was fitted up as an hospital for
the British sick.

Sometime after reaching this place, a person came on board
the galliot to see if there were any amongst the newly arrived
sick, with whom he was acquainted. He came down below,
and after looking round was about going away, when I made
what effort I could for some one to stop him. He had looked
at me amongst the rest, but I was so much reduced and altered
in appearance that he had not recognised me, but passed by,
although he had once known me very well. When brought
back, he soon recollected me, and feelingly expressed great
regret at finding his old acquaintance in such a weak condition.
He had been a patient in this hospital himself, and when
restored to health again, being found an active and useful
person, he was retained as a ward-master for the benefit of
others. Having had the fover, he was tolerably well acquainted
with the best mode of treating it ; and soon after finding me,
he administered a small quantity of strong cordial, which had
the desired effect for a short time, by enabling me to get on,
shore. With his assistance I was conveyed to the hospital,
where he soon procured one of the surgeons to examine me,
and being very desirous to render every assistance in his
power, he suggested to him the propriety of giving some par-
ticular medicine, which had often proved useful in bad cases ;
to which the surgeon replied, not aware that I heard all that
was passing between them, ‘ he will not want any thing long.’
By this it was evident that mine was considered a hopeless
case; which could not be wondered at, the disorder having been
so fatal, that those who had recovered were said not to average
more than one in fifty ; and as my attack had been so long
neglected, the conclusion was reasonable, although it did not
prove correct. In a few days I was so much recruited as to
be able to walk about the town: but it was a distinguishing
characteristic of this complaint, that having once had it, was no
security whatever against a second attack,—and that those who
got well through it the first, or perhaps the second time, were
frequently its victims on the third encounter. I found by
experience that this report was not without foundation, for
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instead of being fully restored to health again, as for the first
few days seemed probable, the disorder returned a second time,
and with much more violent symptoms. As a state of high
delirinm soon came on, I was but a short time sensible of what
transpired, after the application of a large blister ; except the
workings of a terrified imagination, some of the impressions of
which, even at this distance of time, are not wholly obliterated
from my memory,—so deeply and strongly were they engravem.
From the treatment which followed when no longer delirious,
the disorder must have been of the nature of typhus,—as at
one time a liberal allowance per day, of equal parts of brandy
and port wine was given me, as hot as could well be taken.
How long this continued I am not aware, but I was confined
to my bed for such a length of time, as to be wholly unable to
move in any direction from extreme weakness; and so gene-
rally was this the case in this disorder, that a man was
appointed in every ward to go round occasionally; to turn from
one side to the other, such of the patients as were incapable of
turning themselves.

I' was at length brought so near the brink of the grave,
that, to all appearance, no alteration for the better could be
expected. I am not aware that I had even a wish to live;
but my mind was so reconciled to the prospect of death, which
then seemed near and inevitable, that I had given my watch
into the hands of the person who had visited the galliot, with
a request, that he would inform my family where I had ended
my days. Indeed, when some expectation of recovery was
at last held out, I could not help looking forward with a feeling
of regret, to the probability of having again te encounter the
series of hardships and distress, to which I should unavoidably
be subjected. As I regained a little strength, I began to take
notice of the state of things around me; and having daily
heard a noise like that of a carpenter’s shop, I now ascer-
tained the cause to be the nailing up of the coffins, each day,
of those who had died in the last twenty-four hours; and
I found that the dead-house, or place where the dead were
deposited previously to interment, when taken out bf the
wards, being opposite the windows of the room I was in,
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1794.] CHAPTER 111, 31
afforded full opportunity for my beholding the striking and
affecting scene, which could ngt fail to excite feelings of horror
and dismay, in one so much enervated by the very disease,
which I now witn#&l\%-be- fatal to others. The average
number of/ deaths was twen%even in a day and night;
but someétimes the number increased, that the Dutch
could not furnish coffins sufficient for the demand of the
day; and then the method of sewing up the bodies in

™ the bedding they had occupied, was resorted to. Several

waggon loads of bodies were carried off every afternoon for
interment.*

When able to walk about the room with the assistance of
my stick, it happened that the regiment to which I belonged,
was quartered in a village about two miles from the bank of
the Rhine, opposite to that on which the hospital stood. Some
of the officers came over to ascertain for themselves, whether
any of the missing from their regiment were amongst the sick ;
at length they came into the ward where I was, and the second
in command, with whom I was well acquainted, being with
them, I requested his help to get me liberated from the hos-
pital,—telling him, that I had no chance of becoming thoroughly
well whilst in it, and of the danger to which I was constant]y
exposed of having another relapse. He immediately applied
to some of the medical staff on duty, and conducted them to
me through the wards; but it ended in his informing me,
that the doctors could not suffer my going out until farther
recovered, as I was quite unfit for exposure. -Not knowing
how long I might be detained, I was now determined to make
my escape on the first opportunity; and the next day being
remarkably fine, I walked out two or three times into the air,
though with much difficulty. The following morning I met
with a person belonging to the regiment, who was going to join
it again the same afternoon; and as we were well acquainted,
I did not hesitate to disclose my intention of quitting the

asters of the British army in their retreat to Bremel, as given in the
Annual Register of 1795, more than confirm the description of the
author of this biographical sketch.

* The accounts of the deplorable treatment of the%ck, and of the dis-

-
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hospital in a clandestine manner, and resolved to accompany son the
him, if possible. ) to go,

I returned again to the hospital as at other times; and in day foll
the afternoon, as if going to take another walk, I proceeded to timely |
the river side; and the ferry boat being just ready for setting’ desert, {
off, I got into it undiscovered, and passed the Rhine, arriving In lo
at the village of Kesterne soon after dark the same evening, sustaine
without taking cold, although the river was thickly frozen brought
over, and a passage cut through the ice, to allow the ferry boat period ¢
to cross backwards and forwards. From this time I rapidly the pros
gathered strength, and at the end of a week was so much believe,
recruited, as to venture back to the hospital to see how those experien
fared, whom I had left behind ; at the same time, it is very such an ;
probable, to show how 1 had fared myself; without any fear induced
of being detained, as 1 was evidently much stronger than then was
when under their roof. To lessen the fatigue, I procured a desires a
horse for the excursion, and proceeded accordingly towards nating fe
the river side. The risk I then ran, however unwarrantable, which 1
afforded me another opportunity of seeing the effect of a being aga
renewed attack of this dreadful disorder, upon a Scotch ser- escaping.
geant of the Highland watch, who had had the fever twice, then lost
and both times recovered from it. He was a very stout man, misery w}
and when I left the hospital, appeared in perfect health and mercy an
strength. In the interval of my absence, he had been seized had been
with it a third time, and when I saw him, had nearly finished towards (
his course ; he was speechless, and survived but a short time punishmer
afterwards : I think this last time, he was ill only three days. - faith in th
Although 1 escaped any farther infegtion, yet I was punished taketh aws
for my temerity before getting back again to Kesterne. After blood woul
crossing the river in the boat, I had togu through a small died in my
sheet of shallow water which had been frozen, but was then to judgmer
broken up by the loaded waggons that passed that way. On when my
getting up to it, I found -it in a half frozen state, the old ice questions a
not being sufficiently strongly united again to bear the horse, been put t,
which refused to pass it; and on my urging him forward, he would have
lay down with me in the water. It was with difficulty that I essential tr

from hearsa

could extricate myself from him, and it is doubtful whether I
should have succeeded, without the assistance of another per-
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son then at hand. In this wet condition I had a long distance
to go, in a keen frosty night, in an open waggon, which the
day following threatened a renewal of my illness; but by the
timely use of medicines, I was favoured, not according to my
desert, to escape without any seriaus indisposition.

In locking back at the marvellous manner in which I was
sustained through all this conflict, and again 'restored as one
brought back from the dead, I cannot avoid adverting to that
period of my illness, when my mind felt so reconciled to
the prospect of death, as before-mentioned ; and I now fully
believe, from what I have since been mercifully favoured to
experience, that so far from being in any degree prepared for
such an awful event, a deceptive feeling must have been super-
induced by the state of torpor and insensibility in which I
then was, and which totally benumbed any better feelings and
desires as to the future. To this may be added a predomi-
nating fear, of having to endure more of those sufferings, of
which I had had no small share; which, the probability of
being again restored to health seemed to banish every hope of
escaping. Truly awful is the thought which this view of my
then lost condition occasions, when I contemplate the woe and
misery which must have been my eternal portion, if unutterable
mercy and long-suffering had been withdrawn ; and if the soul
had been required of one, who had witnessed no repentance
towards God the Judge of all, except what at times the fear of
punishment had extorted ; and who was a stranger to that saving
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the ‘ Lamb of God that
taketh away the sin of the werld,”—without which, his precious
blood would have been shed in vain for me :—1I should thus have

died in my sins, which unrepented of, would have followed after
to judgment, in terrible array against my guilty soul —and yet
when my end was apparently so near and inevitable, if such
questions as are frequently proposed on the like occasions had
been put to me, I have little doubt, but satisfactory answers
would have been returned, as to my belief and hope in the
essential truths of the gospel. But alas ! this would have been
from hearsay and traditional repart, and not from any heartfelt
: D

PP
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saving knowledge of my own : for it is now plain to my under-
standing, that no man can have saving faith in Jesus Christ,
who is unacquainted with, and does not walk in, the light of
that Divine Spirit, which is so justly styled the Spirit of faith.
It is through this alone, that the death and sufferings of Christ
and his whole sacrifice for sin are availing, and truly applied
to all those, who through faith lay hold of him, the true Light
. and Saviour of them that believe in his inward and spiritual
appearance. These can say to others from sensible and blessed
experience,—* Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the
sin of the world :” they have received the atonement by Him,
and they reap the glorious fruit and benefit of his death and
suffering for sin, by the sacrifice of himself, and of his resurrec-
tion and ascension ; in that he ever liveth to make intercession
for those, who are thus willing to come unto God by him. A
man may yield an assent to all the great and solemn
truths of Christianity,—the miraculous birth, holy life, cruel
sufferings, ignominious death, and glorious resurrection and
ascension of our blessed Redeemer ;—he may believe in the
abstract, in his inward and spiritual appearance in the hearts of
mankind by his Holy Spirit ; and yet he may fall short of the
prize immortal,—unless he comes to witness the saving opera-
tion of the Holy Spirit in his own heart, and to know thereby,
through faith in it, a purifying preparation for the kingdom of
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. How can I
sufficiently appreciate or declare the extent of the endless
mercy, which suffered me not to perish in the midst of my
sins, when so many were swept away by the same pestilential
disorder ¢ ‘

After having mentioned the facts connected with my sick- .

ness and recovery, it seems only due, however feeble on my
part the effort, to endeavour to commemorate such gracious
dealings with humble gratitude and reverence; earnestly
desiring that no motive whatever may be allowed to prevail
with me for making the attempt, but that of promoting the
glory and honour of the great name; that others may know,
and tear, and believe in the all-sufficiency of that power, which

1794.)

hath ¢
for thei
necessit;
to the s
a shado
““ the sul
seen,” " —
our Lorc
Whils
operatior
frozen ri
80 it ool
numbers
felt from
tants wi
the intim
we frequ‘
whilst o
holders ¢
declared f
of the F,
ness at t
arrived H
friends, a
Before
approache
shook wi
waggon l¢
pital; whe
tion have
few days,
place; an
ever great
We were
being oblig
town of R
enemy. §




[1794.

" under-
Christ,
light of
»f faith.
f Christ
applied
e Light
piritual
blessed
way the
y Him,
yth and
psuITeC-
reession
im. A
golemn
fe, cruel
jon and
in the
rearts of
t of 