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MINING ASSOCIATION AND ITS FUTURE

popular verdict is that the Convention held in Vie
vhich resulted in
Mining A

It might easily have proved

the 2s5th of February

the organmization of the Provincial socia

v fail

Province men repre-

tion was a great success

ure. To assemble from all parts of the
1l classes of industries,
msideration of
regarded as a
and it much for
the intelligence of the assembly that two hun-
dred and fifty persons, for the most part unknown to each
other even by name, representing a great diversity of inter-
ests, many of them with strong preconceived ideas—mnot to
say prejudices—in certain directions should have gathered
together without leadership or any defined programme or
specific object, and yet have so effectively harmouni-
ously worked for the I'he atti
tude which some of the respect to the
promotion of the undertaking, afforded evidence that in cer
tain quarters, at least, the Convention was considered to be
foredoomed to failure; but it evident, as soon as the
delegates assembled, that they were animated by a singleness
of purpose, and any doubts that may have existed as to the
result of their deliberations were dispelled at the first ses-
sion. At the outset a disposition was manifested on all sides
way, and to permit

senting, if not every industry, at least
and invite them to nto
many-sided interest
somewhat

enter the ¢ such a

as mining, might well be

hazardous experiment, speaks

many as

and
common  good

newspapers took in

was

to approach every question in a broad
absolute freedom of discussion. No one man or no delega
tion controlled or sought to control the Convention. The
representatives of capital, the working miner, the merchant
and the professional man met on absolutely common ground
It was a thoroughly democratic body, and one in which there
was easily seen to be no place for the individual with an axe

1903, No. 4

ctical re ts for the general
discussions, and the deliv
unquestionably valuable con-

affecting

hobby to ride 'y
the
delegate

to grind or a
welfare bec

erances of

me object of the

the

the solution of the

m this Provine

ributions to problems mining
I'here w

1811y \ ( to gnel

t with it
wonstrate to the wa the

other

earners
organization as that of
tation the (

much their
espect
irly f

iny

\ssoci

class ibour” represe: mvention

Vas  singt the working lelegates being

of moderat OUg pronounced, d

iion of 1t v

exceptionally

fitted to take 1l part proc s i le
body I
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1 failure, for 1

uccess rests upon the fact that it is able to appea
f the for sympathy and support
tical step of the Association, the despatching of
committee to for the
strike, demonstrated in the
the attitude taken
the success which has crowned the labours of that com

will do more than any other thing to establish the 1

of the Association in public opinion. It is a decided

to the whole an organization brought
which is able to deal successfully with a peculiarly
difficult labour dispute. The the Fernie
is full of promise for future, demonstrates that in
the the 1 body able, by re
son of the elasticity of its constitution and the broadly repre
grapple successfully

iportance

community

Hve negotiate settlement «

miners’ most conclusive

wisdom of towards labour questi
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Province to have
existence
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for it
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the
Province

Association POSSESSE

sentative character of its membership,
with questions of the gravest practica
I'he

r rather

wide range,
'o this the
directly

largely con

discussions at the Convention took a very

they were carried on along broad lines

presence of a considerable number of delegates, not

concerned in the practical work of mining

the

Convention assembled there
grounds that
knowledge or
but  the

persons

Before

the
any

work,

such

tributed was some

delegates had
vith  actual
showed that the
idvantage ['hey formed
jury to which the practical men addressed their
Absolutely free from any suspicion of
inimated by self-interest, their verdict on the several issues
presented carried a weight with it that would not attach tn
recommendations I'he
the Mining Association will depend upon its effect upon public
opinion, and at the Convention public opinion was
represented in miniature, so that the Government and Legis

criticism many of the
little if
mining
presence of

v sort of

on
experience

discussions
was an

Arguments being

made by interested parties value of

admirably

lature have in the conclusions reached, not only a declaration
of the requirements of those engaged in mining, but a trust
worthy indication of what the public think should be granted
them. Requests prepared by an Association composed of
persons engaged in any one industry would naturally carry
far less weight with them than recommendations emanating
from a body a very large proportion of whose members can
be said to have “stood indifferent” and whose decision was
reached only after a full discussion.

That the attitude of the Convention was of this character
speaks volumes for the tact and good judgment of those who
were chiefly instrumental in promoting it. Had they heen less
tactful, had they evidenced a disposition to control things, had
there been the slightest suspicion of any intention on their part
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to work the Convention for personal or particular ends, what
proved to be a harmonious meeting would almost inevitably
have resulted in discord. Instead of taking such a course
they, without effacing themselves, leit the work of the Con
vention largely in other hands, thus demonstrating the sin
cerity of their professions that their only desire in advocat
ing organization was to secure a full, free and representative
discussion of matters affecting mining interests At
set not a little surprise was manifested at the absence of any
cut-and-dried programme or of anything like
machine control, and when the delegates fi

the out

ittempt at
v appreciated
that the Convention was what it purported to be, namely
a gathering in which all the members stood wctually as well as
nominally upon pre
cisely the same footing
the discussions at once
took on a degree of
freedom which could
not fail to produce the
best results,
An association

} 1

ganized on the )
indicated
has all the elements of
permanency and popu
larity It can appeal

lines above

to every community n
the Province for co
operation in making it
an established feature

of our provincial insti
tutions o make it
the success, hich it
may become, the en
thusiasm, with which
the suggestion of its
organization was  re
ceived must be kept
alive I'he burden of
doing this will rest for
the most part upon the
Executive Committee,
and it is not too much
to say that upon the
manner in which that
body is able to dis
charge its functions the
whole welfare of the
organization will de
pend Local associa
tions will be formed;
but the constitution of
the organization does
not appear to contem
plate that these bodies
shall be much more
than the machinery
whereby representatives
to the Provincial Asso-
ciation shall be select-
ed and funds shall be
collected to meet expenses. This is a wise arrangement
for it would be very undesirable to have a large number of
local bodies endeavouring to deal with questions affecting
all parts of the Province alike. Therefore the responsibility
of keeping the Association up to the high place in public
esteem, which it secured by its first convention, will rest
almost wholly upon the Executive Committee, and it is satis
factory to know that the composition of that body is such that
this very serious task may be entrusted to it with the fullest
degree of confidence. The Association very wisely limited
itself to the recommendation of measures affecting mining.
The proposal that it should ask the Government to submit for
the approval of the Executive all contemplated changes in
the law, though attractive at first sight, was seen to be un
sound in principle and unworkable in practice and was accord
ingly abandoned; but this only increases the responsibility

Mr. John Keen (Kaslo), President of the Association.
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of the Executive, which will have no light task before it in
endeavouring to secure the crystallization into legislation of
views of the Association. Plain sailing must not be expect
| ways easily moved, and legis
latures are often jealous of their prerogatives. It must not
be expected that the thirty-eight gentlemen constituting the
House of Assemuy will abdicate their functions to any con
siderable degree in favour of the Mining Association I'he
Executive Committee has its work cut omt for i, and

el

vernments are

1

1"ns
hands will be greatly strengthened if evidence 1« forthcom
ing which will convince the Legislature that the committee is

really, as well as nominally, representative of the great body
of the public, whose interests are identitied vwith the

velfare

of the mining industry
For this reason it

ecems  desuable  that
the formation of loeal
rganizations should

nroceed  forthwit
hat  the Legislature
understand  that

movement 1s some
1k that must be reck
ned with in the fu-
ture. Therefore, while
have said, 1!

css of the \ssox

tion rests very large
with  the Executive
Committee and 1

re i
ot much that local or
nizations ca |
issist  directly in that
1y, very much will he
ndirectly accomplish+1
by the prompt forma
ion of the subordinate
hodies

While there were
differences of opinion
n nearly every ques
m  discussed at the
te Convention, never
weless, as will be seen
from ghe very full and
officially authorized re
port of the proceedings
wiblished in thi sue
of the MininGg Recorp
carly all the resolu-
tions  were carried by
substantial  majorities,
» that it cannot be
claimed that the opin-
ions expressed on the
several subjects are not
thoroughly represent
tive. This fact should,
gnd doubtless  will,
carry very great
eight with the Government and Legislature It is not,
of course, claimed that these bodies are in any way bound
by the conclusions to which the Association came, but those
conclusions ought to be valuable guides to future legislation,
especially as by reason of the very full report of the proceed
ings of the Convention here presented, all who so desire can
learn the reasons which influenced the delegates in reaching a
decision. Meanwhile, we anticipate the most beneficial re
sults from the work of the Association in the future. [et
no one suppose that the organization aims at becoming a
sort of unofficial legislature to deal with a certain class of
subjects, and suggest annually a lot of changes in the laws
relating to mining. But the Legislature may nevertheless
wisely accept the good offices of so representative a body as
the Provincial Mining Association in ascertaining what legis-
tion it is believed should be introduced, or in what respect
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and manner the existing Acts may be amended, in order to
serve the best interests of the mining industry of British
Columbia

It is now nearly six years since we first suggested in
the MiNinGg Recokp the idea of a Congress of Mining Men
The lists are still in existence—containing some fifteen hun-

dred names—of those who signified a willingne to take part
in the promotion of this initial undertaking I'he first effort,
however, fell through, as in good times such as five and six

years ago we enjoyed, did likewise other endeavours

I'hen other organizations have
been formed on exclusive principles—where membership has
been restricted to indi
vidual classes But
none of these have
accomplished much be
yond stirring up un
necessary strife and
thereby prejudicing
their cause with the

started on  similar lines

general  public At
length, by reason of
urgent  necessity an
Association represen
tative, unprejudiced,
sympathetic and toler
ant recognizing  the
need and worth of co
operative  work ind
measures, has been sue
cessfully organized. As
long as it retains these
qualities it  will un-
questionably exert a
powerful influence for
good and go far to
wards restoring pros
perity and contentment
to the mining districts
of the Province

A beginning has al
ready been made in
this direction, for it is
freely conceded that
in the settlement of the
Fernie strike the Min
ing Association has ful
ly ustified its exist

ence

THE PROCEEDINGS,
Victoria, B.(

Wednesday, I'ebruary 1903,11:00 a.m

I'he Provincial Mining Association assembled for business
this morning in the Assembly Room of the Board of Trade
Building
A. L. Belyea, K.C,, who, in his opening address, stated as

I'he meeting was called to order promptly by Mr

follows

Gentlemen.—This Mining Convention of British Columbia
is open for business to-day. The business it has to do is one of
importance, and since there are so many here at the opening
meeting there is no reason why the work should not go on
continuously until you have finished all you have in hand, and
I hope you will have the satisfaction of knowing the work is
weil done, and if so it will not be without the proper effect
upon the principal industry of this country, namely, the min-
ing industry. The first business is the selection of a tempo-
rary Chairman and Secretary, and after that T presume the
proper thing will be to select a Committee on Credentials
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Mr. John Hobson, of Bullion, First Vice-President

and then you will decide whether you will appoint a Com-
mittee on Resolutions, and after that you will decide when
you are to meet again, either this afternoon, or this evening.
I'he following nominations for temporary Chairman were
then made
Moved and seconded that Mr. John Keen act as Chairman,
Moved and seconded that Mr. A. L. Belyea act as Chair

man r. Belyea declined, the mover and seconder agreeing
to the withdrawa
Moved and seconded that Mr. J. B. Hobson act as Chair-
an Ir. Hobson declined, the mover and seconder agreeing
he ithdrawal
Moved and seconded that Mr, Galt act as Chairman. Mr. Galt

declined, the mover
and seconder agreeing
to the withdrawal
Moved and seconded
that Mr. D. W. Hig
gins, of Victoria, act
as Chairman

Mr. John Keen, of
Kaslo, and Mr. D. W
Higgins, of Victoria,
being the only two
names before the Con
vention for temporary
Chairman, it was mov
ed and seconded that
the nominations then
close. Mr. Keen was
duly elected temporary
Chairman of the Con-
vention

Mr. Keen, of Kaslo

Gentlemen: T thank
you very much on be
half of the members of
the Upper Country of
this organization in
general for putting me
in this position, and
particularly for my
own town of Kaslo,
ind as for the gentle
man whom you have
elected as your Chair
man, [T will undertake
to say that he will do
the best he can to ex
pedite the proceedings,
1d do the best he can
for you. Now, you all
know we are here for

business, to do it quick
il then to go about our own business, and 1 hope that we
will all get down to work, and work earnestly, because the

tination is rather a unique one. It appears to me if we car
ried our minds back to fifty years ago we would almost con-
ider it impossible that the mine owners, the mine workers,
the professional men and all other classes should be moulded
into one harmonious whole, and | hope this Convention will
be for the benefit of all concerned. (llear, hear.) This is
one of the most important gatherings I think that Victoria
has ever had, and | think Victoria should be congratulated on
the splendid response made to her invitation. Now, it is sim-
ply the duty of the Chairman to be the voice of the meeting,
and not to talk. What I would suggest is that you do noth-
ing more this morning other than to elect the Committee on
Credentials. 1 wouid ask you to pick out a bright, ener-
getic committee  who will get down to work, and we will
meet this afternoon, and then we will he able to select nther
committees. | think now, gentlemen, it will be necessary for
you to select a Committee on Credentials, and it is now in
order for you to nominate a Secremry

Mr. H. Mortimer Lamb, of Victoria, was (lected Secre-
tary to the Convention
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Mg D. W. Micaixs, of Victoria—There is a matter, Mr
Chairman, which might be referred to the Committee on Cre
dentials, with reference to the number of Vietoria and Van
couver delegates Now, | understand according to the gen
eral plan adopted that twenty members, or one in so many
should represent the two districts t

Victori dhered
that, and has twenty delegates on the floor of this Conven

tion, and T understand—without being aggressive. or in any

way wishing to create any sectional feeling, Vancouver comes
down with forty-six delegates. 1 think that it is a matter
which should be pointed out to the Committee on Credentials
to have the Victoria deficiency made up

Mg. Jos. Huxter, M.P.P.-1 am extremely sorry that Mr
Higgins has raised this question. We are, as it appears now
to have the usual scrap between Victoria and Vancouver

From what 1 can gather from the ne ipers 1 see that there
are fifty delegates 1o the Convention from Vancouver and
twenty from Victoria. Of course that is not fair, and 1
thir ir, it there are 70 delegates to this Ce s
altogether ble 1t ¢ proce of tl Con
sl be dominated by t e two ( I ar ur

no ong d have a ntidence e deliberation tl

committee or of this

would therefore propose, instea f ad to the Victor
delegation it would lx grace vithdraw all the
delegates except ten fron ch city, a en, sir, | satis
fied that the mining communities of British Columbia will
have far more faith in the deliberation f this committee, and
I would ask that they hdraw t names from Vancou
ver except ten to that city, and also have Victoria do the same
Me. D. W, Hicaix Mr. Hunter says he is sorry | have
raised this question, and vet almost in the same breath he has
approved of it. | merely want to put the two places on an
equal representation, and T submit that Vietoria is entitled
to as large a representation as Vancouver, and if it is intended

to reduce the number to ten for both cities T will he one of
the ten from Vi
appomnt 1t

toria to step out, but T say let each district

delegates upon the system as arranged at first,
which is one out of every twenty members, and 1 want to
know whether Vancouver is entitled to this increase in num
ber over Victoria

and if we should reduce

I claim toria is entitled to 40 delegates,
numher of delegates, then we
will lose the advice of a number of gentlemen here from Van-
couver. | ask you,
and forever

entlemen, to let the matter he settled now
We do not want any sectional feeling, or any
feeling which will tend to ereate an inharmonious spirit in
this Association, Mr, Hunter has presented to us what he
censiders to be a cure, but which would prove very
shortly to be an evil if it were allowed to be continuned. [
move, therefore, gentlemen, that this matter be submitted to
the Committee on Credentials

Mg, Caamman.—I would like to say one word. We are
here in response to this circular, which T hold in my hand
and this circular reads as follows ‘Each community is en
titled to send one delegate for every twenty members, or
one delegate in the case of a community of less than twenty
members.” Now, sir, it is not in our hands to deal with this
question. This is the clause in the invitation on the strength
of which all the district branches have sent their delegates,
and therefore I ask you all to drop the names Victoria and
Vancouver, and to substitute therefor the name of British
Columbia. (Applause.)

Mr. J. B. HossoN.—Mr. Chairman, you have expressed my
sentiments exactly. The provisions of the call should be com
plied with. Merchants, business men, professional men and
farmers are here in response to the call, to aid the miners
in formulating plans that will result in bettering the depressed
condition of the mining industry. So I think the committee
will admit all presenting credentials without reference to the
number of delegates sent from any particular city, town or
district of the Province. We ferr no one, and 1 feel satisfied
every man who is here to-day is here to better the conditions
of the mining industry, and therefore he should be admitted
It was a great mistake to issue any limitation to the number

of the delegates who should come to this Convention.
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Mr. A, C. Hiwscuriern.—We have only twenty-two mem- )
bers here representing Vancouver. The names that are in i
the papers were the names submitted to our committee. There I
vere also ten members selected at a special meeting, who are !
here to-day from the railway delegation, and which are in- ‘
cluded in those twenty-two, and that is all we have brought "
over from Vancouver, and we have some alternatives, but g
| may say here that there are only twenty-two of us here to-
day. That is all T have to say to the meeting, and we did il
try the hest we could 1o keep within that twenty I o
Mr. D. W. Hicoins.—After the explanation from Mr ‘ il
Hirschfield, 1 think any further arguments are unnecessary ‘\i
Moved by Mr. Belyea, seconded by Mr. C. D). Rand, That l
the Convention do now proceed to the appointment of a g |

Committee on Credentials, and that the Chairman select one

member from each of the districts represented. Carried 1
Mr. A. C. Hirschfield moved, seconded by Mr. A. L. Bel {f
yea, That when we do adjourn that we stand adjourned until i

30 this afternoon to transact business, and to receive the
Carried.

Credentials

i

report of the Committee on i

You have thrown the responsibility upon i
]
1
§

Mir. CHAIRMAN

o appoint the Committee on Credentials, and | propose

"
|
i d
le that responsibility, 1 will call out the various con- ? |
tituencies or districts which are represented here, and ask I"
’ i
{
i1
1

each to name their man and then e wi ve things

tes were then appointed to act as a

\spen Grove—]. E. Bate

\rmstron . C. Walfenden \
Asheroft—Isaac Lehman |
Alberni—H. E. Newton :

\

Barkerville—John Hopp
Bullion—F. W. Alexander

tear River—Chas. Frank
Clinton W. Foster

Cedar Hill—=W. F. Loveland
Camp McKinney—N. Nicholson
Cowichan—Clermomt  Livingstone,
Crofton—Hermann Bellinger
Duncans—Harry Smith
I'erguson—Frank Holden
Fairview—L. W. Shatford

West Coast—Chas. Dooley
Windermere—R. S. Gallop
Pheenix—Geo. W. Bumberger
Eholt—G. Arthur Rendell

1l—R. M. Perdue

owna—]J. Dilworth

I'rout Lake—]. Longstaff
Vernon—H. G. Muller
Victoria—Hon, D, W, Higgins
Vancouver—C. D. Rand

Van Anda—Alex. Grant b1
Quesnelle Forks—]. McRae

Quesnelle—Senator Hon. James Reed :
Rossland—F, W. Rolt ]
Revelstoke—W. M. Brown {

Slocan—A. Yorke

Sidney—T. A. Marshall

Nicola Lake—A, E. Howse

Nicala Valley—]. W. Collis

North Saanich—Clive Phillipps-Wolley.
Nelson—S. S. Taylor.

Olalla—S. M. Peterkin.

s0-Mile—R. Borland

Queen Charlotte Island—W. H. Dempster.
Kaslo—W. J. H. Holmes.
wamloops—H. G, Ashby.

Lac la Hache—R. O. McClure.
Lillooet—D. Herring.

New Denver—W. S. Drewry.
Fernie—]. H. Tonkin

Marysville—W. H. McMahon.
Lytton—H. Graham

Ladysmith—T, Kiddie.
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Fort Steele—1H. Pollen

Grand lorks—Geo. Fraser.

(ireenwood—Ralph Smailes

tHedley—F. H. Wollaston

Golden—0O. D. Hoar

\lount Sicker—W. Fuller

Moved and seconded that H. Mortimer Lamb be added t
the Committee Credential et Secretary. Carried

Victoria, B.C,, Wednesday 16th, 1003
2:30 p.m. (Afternoon Session.)

On calling the meeting to order in the afternoon at 2:3¢
o'clock, the Chairman introduced His Worship Mayor Mc
Candless, who express
ed his desire to make a
few remarks

Mavor McCANDLESS

Mr. Chairman d
Gentlemen. 1 had no
idea when I came do
here this afternoon that

1 would have bheen as
ed to address such
gathering as is here
present, but I can a
sure you it affords n
a great deal of plea
ure to be able to say
few words to such
delegation as we have
here to-day. T am sur
without an exception
that this is the most

representative initia
delegation  that ha
1ssembled in Yritis]

Columbia to represent
either the mining in
dustry, or for any other
purpose. (Hear, hear.)
I told your C}
at noon that it was the
intention of the Vic

toria delegates to this
Convention to  extend
to you a hearty wel
come this evening at
the City Hall—a kind
of informal reception

but some of the gentle
men here thought that

man

owing to the pressure
of business that you
would prefer to be
here. (Cries of “Hear
hear.”) However, that
remains with you If
you can spare the time
to-night we will be de

and mining will be placed where it belongs, a legitimate en

terprise in which people can put their money with a certain
amount of guarantee that they will get vood returns for it
I think, perhaps, tlat this hall, as far as | can see, is going
t w too small, and, gentlemen, if you think best, we offer
e City Hall hicl large agamn, and anything we

1 ibly do for v e are only too willing to do. 1|

nk vo gentlemen e privilege of addressing you,
d | hope if you can spare time you ill come up to the
City Hall to-night.  1f you think the lusiness is of greater
nportance, then go ahead with the business, and we will
see vou again. | have been asked to mention that we have a
kind of programme arranged if you can see fit to come there
night, and there will be instrumental music and a few songs,
ing a short inter-
sion between each
piece to go around and
make yourselves hetter
acquainted I might
also add that the Pa-
cific Club is throws
open to all members
ind delegates, to make
vourselves At home
there, and T want you,
gentlemen, if you are
invited or not, to go up
there and not wait to
be introduced We
want every gentleman
here to feel that he is
at home
Dr. Sincram (Ross-
land) I would like
to say this, as one of
the delegates from the
Interior, We have come
1 very long distance,
and are  necessarily
pending some money,
ind T for one am ex-
ceedingly thankful for
the very cordial invita
tion His Worship the
Mayor has givey, to this
\ssociation, but we
ave come here to do
husiness, and much as
it is a pleasure for us
to go there this even-
ing, T think our first
duty is to perform our
husiness. We want to
get away from the City
of Victoria as soon as
possible (Laughter.)
And we want to leave
with the Mayor of Vie-
toria and the citizens of
Victoria as little money

lighted to meet you all Mr. D. W, Higgins, of Victoria, Second Vice-President, as possible. (Cries of
it the City Hall and “Oh, oh™ And for
there extend to you in a most cordial manner, on behalf of the that reason, and as we have got homes to return to, and

citizens of Victoria, a welcome to the Capital of British Co
lumbia. We want, gentlemen, to get you together so that you
can become better acquainted, and T might also say so that
the citizens of Victoria can express to you their good wishes
and their good feeling towards this Convention. (Applause.)
I think at the present time it is as little as T ean do for you
(Laughter.) 1 can probably repeat it to-night if you come
up there, but as Mayor of this City T extend to you a most
cordial welcome, and T hope that after your return home you
will have no reason to regret your visit to Victoria. Gentle-
men, I hope that after this Convention is over, that vour de
liberations will be such that the clond which has rested—for
it does seem to me that a cloud has rested over the mining
industry for the last three or four years—will be removed,

business to attend to, | move an amendment to that motion
that we proceed to business to-night, thanking the Mayor
and citizens of Victoria for their cordial and kind invitation.

I'here was no seconder to the above amendment,

Mg, CHAIRMAN.—] am afraid my friend the Doctor does
not know the hypnotic influences of the citizens of Victoria.
I knew perfectly well when we came here that we would not
be able to avoid temptation, but I did not assume for one
moment that we were all going to succumb so easily; in fact,
so soon that the Doctor could not get a seconder to his
amendment. Your Worship, we shall be on hand this even-
ing. (Applause.)

s o Sl
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Mg. Townsenp.—I move that the next meeting of this Con
vention be held at the City Hall at 10 am. Carried.

It was then moved and seconded that Mr. M. H. McMahon
act as Assistant Secretary. Carried

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

I'he report of the Committee on Credentials was then read
by Mr. H. Mortimer Lamb, being as follows

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen—Your committee appointed
for the purpose of examining the credentials of delegates to
this Convention, beg to report as follows I'he committee
met at 12:30 p.m., Mr. D. W, Higgins beine appointed to the
chair. The credentials of the following delegates were pre
sented and duly accredited

Atlin—F. M. Loveridge, )
Dubois Mason, J. W. Taylor, ]

Kirkland. W. Wallace Grime, C.
Leatherdale, H. P. Pearse,

F. M. Dockrell. J. H. Brownlee, O. W. Johnson, Thos. Blair
J. Holt, J. Stables, \.P.P., Commander Hawthorne
Aspen Grove—]. E. Bate

Armstrong—T. (
Asheroft—], F
Stuart Henderson
Alberni—H. E. Newton

Barkerville—John Hopp, F. C. Laird, H. E. C. Carry
Bullion—J. B. Hobson, F. W. Alexander, J. K. Barker
Bear River
Chemainus—P. ]
Colwood—A. H
Chinton—F, W
Roard

Wolfenden

Knight, Tsaac Lehman, Jas. B. Leighton,

Chas. Fran!

Pearson
Peatt, James Phair

Foster, M. Gillvray, J. W. Pearson, G. D

Cedar Hill—W. F. Loveland, J. Shopland, C. F. King.
Camp McKinney—Henry Nicholson
Cowichan—Mr. Livingston, I1. Smith, 1. A. Wood.

Crofton—H. C. Bellinger, E. E. Taylor
Clayoquot—T, A. Marshall
Eholt—R. H. Anderson, G. A. Rendell

Ferguson—F. Holden, D). ;. Forbes, R. Hodge, J. Suther
land.

Fairview—L., W

Fort Steele—]. A
Langley.

Fernie—]. B. Tonkin, S. Bownell, D. V. Mott, Hugh Dixon.

Grand Forks—A. C. Flumerfelt, Martin Burrell, W. M.
Spiers, Geu. Fraser, F. M. Kerby, W. K. C. Manly, W. A.
Dinsmore, ]J. B. Henderson (alternate), W. F. Thayer.

Golden—H. G. Parson, O, D. Hoar.

Greenwood—Frederick Keffer, A, J. Godell, Ralph Smailes,
vv. G. Gaunce, Henry Johns, I1. P. Dickinson, Sydney Oliver,
Wm. Essensa, ‘M. Galbraith.

iedley City—I. Il. Wollaston, C. H
ereux

Horsefly—Joseph Hunter, M.P.P,

Kaslo—W. J. H. Holmes, W. V. Bradshaw, J. Keen, Mr.
McAndrews, Mr. Whatney, W. V., Popwitt, W. A. Davies.

Kamloops—H. G. Ashby, M. Delaney, A. N. Gray, T. ]
Roadley, A. W. Gray

Kelowna—]. Dillworth.

Lac la Hache—R. D. McClure.

Lake Bennett—Randolph Whitfield

Lillooet—Dan, Harley, W. J. Abercrombie.

Ladysmith—T. Kiddie, W. Jones

Lytton—H. Graham.

Marysville—W. H. McMahon

New Denver—W. S. Drewry, Geo. H. Dawson.

Nicola Valley—]J. W. Collis

Nicola Lake—A. E. Howse.

Shatford, Byron Guest

Pollen, J. T. Laidlaw, J. B

Harvey, H

Arundell, F. Dev-

North Saanich—1. W. Paterson, M.P.I",, Geo. G, Sangster,
Clive Phillipps-Wolley, ). Brethour

New Westminster—J. Thompson, H. A, kastman, J. 5. Hall,
Wm. Manson, J. J. Camphell

Nelson—R
Mr. (ngot, S. S
Donald, A, H
Leshe Hill

Olalla—S. M

Maulin, J. M. Block,
Robertson, . Me-
Duncan, W

Hedley, ). M. Hedley, I’
laylor, I, S. Farrell, R

Gracey, I. C. O'Reilly, Capt

Peterkin

150-Mile—E. A. Carew-Gibson, M. Menton, Robt. Borland,

J. Forester, J. P. Murphy
Pheaenix—Geo. W. Rumberger, James Punch, J. W. Astley,
F. Heselwood, H. Heidman, W. R. Williams, W. J. Porter

Queen Charlotte Island—W. H. Dempster

McRae
Reid
Quesnelle Lake—James Moore

Rossland—Dr, Sinclair, E. B. Kirby, G. W. McBride, A
C. Galt, K.C,, R. A. Hobbes, Britton Duke, Stephen Des
champs, W. B. Townsend, A. S. Goodeve, F. W. Rolt, H
G. Seaman, A. G. Moody, Paul Couldry, B. R. Warden, J.
W. Paulson, A, McMillan, R. B. Wrightson, R. Marsh, Mayor
Dean, K. Martin, Smith Curtis

Revelstoke—]. M. Scott, A
McCarty, E. A. Haggan

Sandon—W. S

Quesnelle Forks—)

Quesnelle—Hon. )

Johnson, W. M. Brown, F
Drewry, B. Wilson

Slocan—A. York, J. W. Purvence, W. H
McGregor, F. D. Woodstock.

Sydney Inlet (West Coast)—W
shall, John Mclnnes

Sechart—W

Soda Creek

Stanley—H. Jones, Joseph Hunter, M.P.P

I rail—Noble Binns, W. . Aldridge, D. Moore, R. M
A. McNally, J. M. Turnbull, A. D. Dickson
Stead, H. McPherson, J. J. Longstaff,

Davidson, W. D
James Jones, Dr. \lar

Pooler

Wm. Adams, John Hopp

Perdue, (

I'rom Lake—G. W
J. C. Murray

Vernon—H. G. Muller (two proxies), A
McKelvie, C. B. Lefroy

Victoria—A. L. Belyea, Dr. T. J. Jones, llenry Croft, D.
W. Higgins, A. A. Sparks, J. W. Boldon, H. Mortimer Lamb,
Capt. L. Thompson, C. Dubois Mason, J. C. Waters, A. B.
Fraser, Sr, Roland Machin, H. B. Thompson, H. G. Scott,
A. S. Emery, A. Johnson, Julius Meinecke, C. H. Lugrin, C,
Hayward, M. McEachern
Hirschfield, W. D. Haywood, E. I' Gil-
W. Vance, Darck McDon-
Woodside, John Me-
Lantz, C. D. Rand,

Watson, ] A

Vancouver—A, (
man, Chris Foley, Jas. Watts, H
1ld, Peter Land, W. H. Ketchum, F. |
Laren, F. E. Holt, T. J. Smith, F. H
Frank Richards, A. E. Blackburn, ]J. E. Botterell, R. B, Skin-
ner, J. Bamfield, John Scott, G. H. Dawson, Thos. Dunn, P,
W. W. King, A. St. Geo. Hamersley, G. Sheldon Williams.

Van Anda—Alex. Grant, J. D. Fraser.

West Coast—C., Dawley
R. S. Gallop, R. R. Bruce, Geo E

Millstream (Vancouver Island)—W. Lorimer.

A discussion arose as to whether the Convention could rec-
ognize proxies. A motion to the effect that proxies would
not be allowed was, however, lost, and an amendment per-
mitting the employment of proxies carried. On motion of
Mr. S. S. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Rand, the committee de-
cided that the only other credentials to be considered by this
committee will be those of delegates who will be actually in
attendance.

Moved and seconded that
adopted. Carried

Windermere Hate

the report on credentials be
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( Iy be eneral  discussion,
gre nfort | 1 T think it will be
istance to v d easier for you, Mr
it this meeti A Chairman ind  more
Chairman md  there satisfactory to all to
fore I move that a con have an explanation of

vhat has been done
Mg J. B. Hosson —

mittee of five delegate
he appointed to frame

report on rules for the For the information of

ridance of this hody. 1 the gentlemen present,
place that distinct from nd for the particular
the other because it inf ition of the gen-
must be considered tle ho referred to
N emergency matter Mr. A. B, Fraser, Sr,, of Victoria, Treasurer, th natter, I would

a few very simple state that there has been

rules are all that are necessary. and then they can go to the nothing done but to call a Convention of miners and those
Constitution and By-laws Committee, and they can pass upon interested in mining to meet here: nothing else. You are
them. Tt will be a guide to vou in case an obstreperous per- free to frame a Constitution and By-laws Code of Rules of
son gets up like myself. (Laughter.) 1 move, therefore, that Order and Order of Business for the Provincial Mining
a committee of ten delegates he appointed 1o frame rules for Association of British Columbia

the guidance of the deliberations of this body I'he mot to appoint a Committee on Constitution and

. . 2 . o o d
Mg S. S. TavLor.—Mr. Chairman, you are putting that mo By-laws was then carric

tion in a hurry. We should have a Constitution and By-laws, A DELEGATE
which should, of course, embrace that, becau [ know as a Convention who are very desirous of hearing the views of th
matter of fact a great many want to know upon what basis organizer of this Association, Mr. Tlobson, we would lik
this organization is to be operated in future. I therefore ask very much if Mr. Hobson would give us the benefit of his
that the gentleman who made the motion ask that it be put experience in regard to the Association in California

again so that we can reconsider it Mr. Hoeson.—I have not heen feeling very well for the last

As there are a great many members of this




i 2

P

THE MINING RECORD.

ten days, so will contine myseli t brief address that will
outline the policy of the Associatio You are not here 1o
listen lomg speeches, ye re here for most important busi
nes

Gentle ) ngratulate yor upon the favourable aus
pices ‘| u meet here »-day Vour prompt re
sponse 1o the « tor a Mmer Convention proves conclus

ively that you are here ke nited and determined effort
to better the condinons surrounding the mining industry,

and CNCONTaR ¢ development of the vast miner re

\ 1 ere v 1, for the purpose of or

1y 'roving hinn \ clation, the object of which will

be to encourage and fosier the development of the mini
industry, whicl 15t e
considered  the T

mount industry f e
Province

itself with mining pro
pertie cisad nvest
ment nor . it
fiania bacaihit to  do
with labour problems
r interfere i ny way
wit} lahony mions
Most of the mining or
ganization of the
world have heen form-
ed for these and similar
purposes (with the ex
ception of the Califor

nia Miner<" Assoeiation

vl I ittained such
wonderful success.)

I'hi Association
from its  heginning

should make united ef
forts to secure v
tion in behalf of the
whole mining industry,

7

and otherwise promote
and protect the legal
rights and privile
miners, prospectors,
mine owners, and min

res of

ing investors

“In all other matters
of general importance,
it should represent the
whole mining interest,
and express its policy,
and this will be the sec

try of the P'rovince on the basis for large and prottable pro
duction

I feel confident, gentlemen, that the Associan ) il
rganize to-day will maintain its vitality ng as there is
mining done in the Province of British Columbia

I'he success of the Association will depend upon the hasis
upon which it will be organized, so | urge upon you t be care-
ful to organize upon carefully 1 foundation this is
done, the Association cannot fa be a nd success, and
eneral prosperity 1 rely 1 )

Mg, Cuameman entlemen, y have authorized a

laws and Constitution, [ think you
proceed to name vour committee
Moved by Capt. Thompson, and seconded by Mr. Lugrin

that the appointment of

committee te
had better n

the Constitution nd
By-law Committee rest
with the chair

Mg. Cuamrman—You

place the chair in rather
1 difficult position ith

er tw hundred fine
men  hefore e it is
rather diffien!t task

\ Voice Ihat is
what we put vou there
for (Laughter.)

Mr. Coamvan—J
vill appoint Mr. C. D
Rand, D. W, Tiggins
q n I Tohson Chri
Foley, A. C. Galt, Hon
Senator Reid, S, S
Taylor, K.( W S

yrewry, J. Stable A |
PP, and A C. Flum
erfelt

Moved by Mr. E. B
Kirby. seconded by Mr
Townsend, that a com
mittee he appointed to
prepare resolutions to
submit to this Conven-
tion at its session to
morrow  morning ind
that this same eommit

tee, since it consists of

ten, b ippointed  to
prepare  these resolu-
tions

Mg, DEaN I move
that that Committee on
Resolutions he formed
by a representative
from each of the min-
ing districts

Carried

Mr. Wrieiams — 1
move that the vote be
reconsidered, as other

ond association organ Mr A. L. Belyea, of Victoria, Secretary. wise the committee

ized in the world in the
general interest of the
mining industry

“It should represent the concentrated influence of the popu-
lation of the Province directly and indirectly interested in the
industry of mining. Its influence will be strongly felt in the
halls of Parliament and the Provincial Legislature

“Through being composed of men representative of the best
\bility and character in the British Columbia mining field, by
:ulnpl-mg conservative measures and conciliatory methods, and
working with energy to secure its ends, it will attract and
maintain the confidence and respect of the people. It will do
much to improve the present depressed condition of the in-
dustry and restore confidence in the legitimate mining in-
vestor, who is required to assist in placing the mineral indus-

would be too cumber-
SOome
Capr. Livingston THoMPsoN.—I beg to move that the Com-
mittee on Resolutions consist of ten, and that it shall be ap
pointed by the chair

Mg A. C. GALT.—Of course, we are all very much interested
in getting through this as speedily and promptly as possible.
Not for the reason that Dr. Sinclair has given us this morn-
ing, that he wishes to escape from Victoria and not spend

his money here; but we feel there is a great deal of import-
ant business to be brought before the Convention. Now,
with regard to the gentlemen appointed on the Committee on
Kesolutions, it struck me at the time as heing a very large
number, and T would suggest that the matter be left in the
hands of a smaller number, because it will he open for us to

e
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make suggestions to the committee and hand them into the
committee for them to consider, and | think a committee of
two or five would be quite sufficient. 1 therefore move that
the Chairman of this Convention appoint a committee of five
to frame these resolutions.

alr. WiLLiams.—1 would like to move an amendment that
the Committee on Resolutions should consist of ten.

Mg. CHAikMAN.—Five is the motion.

Mr. WiLLiams.—1 would like to moye an amendment that
i consist of ten.

Mgr. A. L. BELyEa.—I know that in bodies like this it is very
necessary to have committee work promptly done, because if
the committee work is delayed it keeps everything back. Now
the larger your committee is the longer it is going to take to
accomplish any subjects you assign to that committee, I think

might be able to divide the Province up into five districts,

give each one of these districts a representative. I throw
tius out merely as a suggestion. Take the Kootenay and give
them a representative and the same with the Boundary coun-
try, Cariboo, Vancouver Island, and the Lower Mainland, and
I think you can select a committee of five in that way so it
will be fairly representative of the different interests as well as
the different districts.

A Delegate—What about Yale?

Mi. BeLyea—That is included in the Boundary district

Mg. DeaN.—Mr. Chairman, in support of my motion, 1
would say my chief reason in suggesting a representative
should be chosen on that committee from each of the districts
is this—that in the first place every district would feel that
they had their desires fully ventilated in that committee, and
in the next place, when that committee had made its report
to this meeting that a large number of the audience would
be prepared to support the findings of the committee. I think
you will find if you have a very small committee you will miss
the proper representation of probably some particular interest.
For example, I would just mention now that Mr. Belyea omit-
ted to mention the Slocan district

Capr. Tuompson.—Now, as 1 have accepted the reduction
from ten to five, T think it would be well to say that we want
men to draw the resolutions who are accustomed to make
resolutions, so that those who have resolutions to make will
be able to be heard through the Resolution Committee.

erefore, I move that a small committee of five should take
up this matter. The amendment was lost

Mr. Rout, of Rossland.—With regard to this committee, it
does not appear to be understood what are to be the func-
tions of this committee. 1 should like to have it clearly un-
derstood. 1Is it a committee that has the power to weed out,
or has it the power to accept any subject of debate which is
put before it?

Mr. CuamMaN~—It would be impossible to suppress any
resolutions that they might want to bring forward. The
object of the Committee on Resolutions is to lick things into
shape and present them to you in the simplest form so that
you can handle them. The resolution is handed up by some-
one, and we may not understand the language or the drift of
it, or what the object of it is, but if it goes through the Com-
mittee on Resolutions they put the thing in shape. It is for
us to either recommend or dispose of it. They put it for-
ward, and the Lonvention can do what it likes with it; it is to
shorten labour and save time that this method is adopted.
Now, the only point involved in the amendment is the ques-
tion of number. Mr. Dean moves that the committee be form-
ed from one of the delegates from each of the districts repre-
sented. Mr, Thompson moves, seconded by Mr. Skinner, that
the Committee on Resolutions consist of five members to he
appointed by the Cnairman.

A Delegate.—Mr. Chairman, T think we are all beating about
the bush. 1 think the point that sticks in the gizzard is that
tuere is the natural fear if a very small committee is appoint-
ed, it will tend to take away the main ohject for which the
resolution was brought forward, and T think any man has a
right to bring forward any resolution he likes
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A Delegate—Mr. Chairman, allow me to make an obser-
vation. It seems to me that it would be safer to have a large
committee. The gentleman who depends on the opportunity
which he will have to present a resolution, unless it has gone
favourably through the hands of the committee, will find that
he will not have very much of an opportunity to get it passed
at this meeting.

Mg. jos. HuNTER—If that is the case, 1 entirely differ on
the appointment of this committee. 1f 1 move a resolution, 1
propose to put it before this meeting in my own words, and
I do not propose that my liberty be restricted in that manner,
and if that is the object of the committee, then I say that it
is not necessary to have such a committee at all. It would be
simply a means of restraining and restricting the liberty of
this Convention

Mg, Garr—AIll T wanmt to say is that there cannot pos
sibly be any desire on the part of any member here to seek
for himself or his little constituency some private advantage.
If he intends to do so he will certainly be defeated. It is
open to any and all of us to introduce our resolution in our
own words, so that the only effect of appointing a committee
of five, or any other number, is to save the time of this Con-
vention, and its object as far as possible is to sift out those
things which are really material and substantial which are to
be brought before this Convention.

Mr Frank RicHArps—I move that the Credentials Com-
mittee should appoint a body of ten from the body of dele-
gates present. Seconded by Mr. Howse,

Mg. CuairMAN.—Now, I think I have them all, gentlemen.
I will put the last one first. Moved that the Committee on
Credentials select a committee of ten to pass on resolutions
tnat is the first amendment 1 shall put to you

I'he question was then put, and the amendment was carried

Mgr. D. W. Hicins.—I want to say something which is of
importance to yourselves, and to the members of the press.
We are brothers here for a common purpose, and ought to
know each other, but we don’t. Therefore T would ask if
the members rising in their seats will kindly mention their
names and the districts which they represent; it will greatly
accommodate the press, and it will also assist you all
(Hear, hear.)

Moved by Mr. Marsh that all resolutions to be laid before
the meeting should be in writing. Motion seconded and
carried.

Mg, McMiLLAN, of Rossland.—There will be a great deal
to come before this meeting, and T would like to make this
suggestion that the speeches take no more than five or seven
minutes, or something like that

Victoria, B. C., 27th February, 1903
City Hall, 10:00 am.

T'he Convention was called to order shortly after 10 o'clock
by the Chairman, Mr. Keen, who announced that arranvements
had been made for the delegates to be photographed in a
group at the conclusion of the morning session

Mg. CHAIRMAN.—The next communication 1 have to make
to you only shows that Victoria is bent on intoxicating this
delegation. T told you their seductive influences were power-
ful and great. The citizens extend a hearty invitation to the
delegates to visit the opera, “The Chinese Fete,” to-night or
to-morrow The report has been sent in by the Committee
on Constitution and By-laws.

REPORT OF CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
ARTICLE I

Sec. 1. This organization shall be known as the Provin-
cial Mining Association of British Columbia. Carried.

Sec. 2. The objects of this Association shall be to protect,
develop and foster the mining industry of British Columbia
in all its branches. Carried.

ARTICLE II.

Sec. 1. The officers of this organization shall be a Presi-

dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Assistant Secretory. Treas-
urer, and an Executive Committee consisting of twenty-five

U et
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members to be selected to the number of five from each of the
following classes, viz:

Class One.—Prospectors, mine workers and smelter workers.

Class Two.—Mine operators and owners

Class Three.—Smelter owners and managers

Class Four.—Business and professional men.

Class Five.—Farmers and ranchers and others. (Carried.)

Sec. 2. All officers to serve for the period of one year,
or until their successors are elected or appointed. (Carried.)

Sec. 3. The President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer of the Association shall be ex-officio officers of the
Executive Committee. (Carried.)

Sec. 4. A General Convention of this Association shall be
held annually in Victoria, or such other place as may be select-
ed by the preceding Annual Convention, the date to be fixed
by the Executive Committee. (Carried.)

ARTICLE 111

Sec. 1. The Executive Committee of this Association shall
have full power to transact all business of the Association,
except such as shall be transacted at any general meeting of
the Association

Sec, 2. The district organizations shall submit for the
consideration of the Executive Committee all questions, mat-
ters and resolutions that they may desire to have submitted or
brought before the Government or Legislature of the Prov-
ince, or the Government or Parliament of Canada, and the
Executive Committee shall have the sole and exclusive right
and power to convey or submit to such Governments, Legis-
lature or Parliament, such questions, matters or resolutions,
and may so convey or submit the same as forwarded by the
district organizations or as modified or changed by the Exe
cutive Committee, or may decline to so convey or submit the
same.

Sec. 3. No new legislation or amendment of any existing
legislation shall be sought by a district organization, except
through the medium of the Executive Committee, who shall
have power to modify or change any such suggested legisla
tion or to decline to submit the same to either of the Govern-
ments aforesaid or to the said Legislature or Parliament.

Sec. 4. All meetings of the Executive Committee shall be
open to the public, and a full report of all its proceedings
must be made to the next Annual Convention,

Sec. 5. The President shall preside at all meetings of the
Association, and sign all cheques and drafts drawn on the
Treasurer; provided, however, that such cheques and drafts
have been passed by the Auditing Committee in the man-
ner provided for in the Constitution and By-laws of this Asso-
ciation, and perform such other duties as are herein pre-
scribed, or as usually pertain to that office. In the absence of
the President, the Vice-President shall perform all the duties
of that office

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep full
and correct minutes of all meetings of this Association and of
the Executive Committee, and to render annually to the As
sociation a full report of all the transactions of his office,
or to the Executive when requested to do so by the President;
receive all moneys of the Association, paying the same to the
Treasurer and taking his receipts therefor, and perform such
otner duties as may be required of him either by the Associa
tion or ihe Executive Committee thereof. The Secretary
shall give bonds in such sum as the Executive Committee may
determine, for the faithful performance of his duties, such
bond to be approved.

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all
moneys of the Association and deposit said money in a bank
designated by the Executive Committee, and pay the same only
upon orders drawn by the Secretary and passed by the Aud-
iting Committee. He shall render an annual report to the
Association, and, upon the request of the President or the
wxecutive Committee shall, at any time, furnish to said com-
mittee a statement of the condition of the funds of the Asso-
ciation. The Treasurer shall give bonds in such sum as the
Executive Commitiee may determine, for the faithful per-
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formance of his duties, such bond to be approved by the
President.

Sec. 8. All accounts against the Association must be ap-
proved by the Auditing Committee before being paid.

Sec. 9. All cheques and drafts of this Association must be
prepared by the Secretary and signed by the President, or in
his absence by the Vice-President and Treasurer.

ARTICLE IV.

Sec. 1. The headquarters of this Association shall be in the
City of Victoria.

sec, 2. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee
of this Association to at once proceed to the formation of
district organizations. Such district organizations shall be
recognized as branches of the Association; provided, however,
that no city, town, village or other locality shall have more
than one district organization.

Sec. 3. All persons friendly to the mining interests are
eligible to become members of the various branches of this
Association. In the event of there being no district organiza-
tion in the district where he resides, any person may unite
with the Association hy forwarding his name to the Secre-
tary thereof and paying an initiation fee of one dollar ($1.00),
and he will be furnished by the Secretary with a certificate
of membership. Dist ‘ot organizations may admit non-resi-
dents as members,

Sec. 4. The annual membership dues for all branches of
this Association will be as follows, viz.:—

Per

Annum.
Wholesale Mercantile Houses and Financial Concerns. .$10 0o
Manufacturing Concerns ST 10 00
Mining Companies . 10 00
Hotel Keepers and Saloon Keepers ; 5 00
Retail Merchants A carws v 00
All other members.. .. 1 00

Sec. 5. Any such wholesale mercantile house, manufactur-
ing concern, mining comnrany, hotel or saloon keeper, or retail
merchant, paying the fee above provided, shall he entitled to
nominate a representative to act as a member of the district
organization receiving such fee

Sec. 6. All dues must be collected by the district branches,
and fifty (50) per cent. of same paid to the Secretary of The
Provincial Mining Association of British Columbia. The re-
maining fifty (50) per cent. shall be retained by the district
branches to pay for the cost of collection of dues and for the
maintenance of said branch association, and expenses of dele-
gates to any meeting of the Association..

Sec. 7. The annual dues of this Association shall be paid
on or before the first day of January in each year.

Sec. 8 FEach district organization shall be entitled to one
delegate to the Annual Convention for each twenty members,
or fraction thereof, in good standing, to be selected as such
district organization may determine; provided, however, that
no city, town, village or other locality shall be permitted to
send more than twenty delegates.

Sec. 9. This Association shall be non-political, and shall
have nothing whatever to do with labour problems: nor shall
it interfere in any way with labour unions

Sec. 10. This Constitution may be amended at any Annual
Convention of the Association upon an affirmative vote of
two-thirds (2-3) of the delegates present

BY-LAWS

I. The Executive Committee shall be authorized to ap-
point from among themselves by vote, or t.hrnmzh ‘the Presi-
dent, or in his ahsence by the Vice Precldvny an
Auditing Committee, which shall also serve as a Fmanc'e
Committee, and such other committees as they or the Presi-
dent, or in his absence the Vice-President, shall
deem necessary or proper. The duties o.f such committees
shall be outlined by the Executive Committee. The Execu-
tive Committee shall fill any vacancy of the officers of the




Assoctation or members of any committee, and they shall
have power remove any ofhicer of this Association who is
derelict i his duty, upon two-thirds vote of all the mem-
ber m at such meeting; provided that no officer shall

be removed until he shall have been notified of the intended

iction « e I afforded an opportunity to e
heard

All parhamentary questions shall be determined in ac

nee with Bouri Manual of Procedure at public meet

ings, unle therwise ordered by the Association, including

Rules of Order adopted at the organization of this Association.

3. Unless otherwise ordered, the President shall appoint

all committees of this Association

' he meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held
at such time as they may determine. Special meetings of said
committee may be called by the President whenever deemed

ble, and upon the

vritten request of any five members
f the | e ( o ¢ President shall « neet
ing thereof

Provided, that the fixing f headquarters does not pre
clude the

e than in Victoria, as might be necessary or advisable

lding of FExecutive Committee meetings else

5. That at all meetings of the Executive Committee seven
embie hall titute um for the transaction of
ness wch member f the committee shall be notified
personally by i r telegram, to his last known address,
Ot eact " ‘lh‘i‘l“ meetin
6 e Secretary shall receive such compensation for hi
sery ’ \ ( xecutive ( n « 1\ from time t fime
determn

RULES OR ORDER

1 he President preside at a eetings and preserve
rde In case of a » President shall have the casting
te | T ence of the Preside d Vice-President, a
member may be selected by the meeting to act as presiding
\ delegate wishing to speak to any question must rise

in | place, uncovered, give his name and the name of the
branch he represents, and address the chair He shall be
llowed ten minutes in which to speak and shall not be allow

ed to speak more than once upon any question unless he be

the mover of a substantive resolution, or by way of ex
planatior

3 vo delegates shall 1 occupy the floor at the same
time. A delegate called to order must at once resume his
seat ut he may appeal against the ruling, and the decision

of the meeting shall be final

§ A motion having been passed or negatived may be re
scinded or reconsidered or iended or rejected at the same
meeting by the vote of a majority o the delegates present

5 motions must be in writing and signed by the mover

and seconder before being open for discussion
6. Any of these rules may be amended or suspended by a
majority vote of the delegates without notice.
James Rem,
Chairman

lhese By-laws may be amended at any Annual Convention
of the Association upon an affirmative vote of two-thirds
majority of delegates present

ORDER OF BUSINESS
AT MEETINGS OF THIS ASSOCIATION
1. Reading of notice convening meeting,
2. Reading of minutes
3. Original communications

4. Presenting resolutions
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5. Enquirics and answers thereto

6. Presenmtation and consideration of reports of Ofhicers
7. Motion

8. Introduction and consideration of By-laws

0. Unfimshed busine

10. Eleet 1 office nd committee

Mg, Cuameman.—Now, gentlemen, you have heard the in
terim report of the committee.  What I we do with it

Moved by Dr. Sinelair, and seconded by Mr. Hirschfield,
that the rules of the Committee on Rules and Practice be

hereby adopted. Carried

Mgr. Lavn—I y re the repor i1l Con ttee on
Resolutions, which 1 shall read to you

Mr. Mostyn Williams, Assistant Secretary.

My. Chairman.—Your committee beg to submit for your
consideration the following resolutions

Resolved, That the collection by the Government of dues
in respect of timber and cordwood used by the owner upon
mines and mineral claims for mining purposes should be dis-
continued

Resolved, That the code signals for mine hoisting be
repealed

That the Boiler Inspection Act 1s productive of great hard-
ships, and that the Legislature be urged to amend the same
as follows

1. To reduce the present excessive fees so that the same
may conform to those prevailing in other provinces

2. Conformity with the general practice in the other prov-

inces and to accept the certificate of reputable boiler insurance
companies.
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3. The present rules adopted for calculating the strength I'erme—Hugh Dixon !
and safe rking pressure of boilers are unusvally and Millstream—\V. Lorimer ]
necessarily severe, and these rules should be altered to New Westintnstenei A Easteian < Wm . |
form to general engineering usage in Canada and the | fadisum AR
State ; f 1
. Rossland-—John Phillips |‘]\’
esolved, That it the opimon o) Con 1on that the 145§
y law relating to free miners' certificates <h he amended REveisake=/\. & Haguen AL
so that failure to keep up a free miners' certi e sl not Vancouver—A. St. George Hammersley, G. Sheld Wil JLE! 1 |
work forfeiture of rights acquired under i han W. A. Cutler, Thos. Dunn, P. M. King, W. Richardson ]‘; k!(
Resolved, That for the purpose of taxation Crown granted C, Dubos Mason was transferred to the Atlin hist and H. P 1' 21
mineral claims should be placed in the same position as other Bew substituted for him on the Vietoria delegatior i ‘
mineral claims, and that the exemption from the tax imposed Mk, FULLEKTON—)ust ne moment, M. Chairman 1 i '1
by section 145 of the Mineral Act should be extended to al would like to snow the rule in reference to alternatives. | H |
groups of Crown granted claims, upon any one of which  yas e of those ippointed 1o take the place of any absentees ‘ill
claims the assessment work for the whole group may have y name 1s lullerton, and 1 would like to know the rule in 1‘:’1“1'
been performed regar ere ¢ o alternatives her yself and “:‘ f!
uk. BELyEa—1 will not trouble you he long  Mr, Mapleton, representing the interests of our delegates Wl
resolutions relating to the silver and lead hey will N r. \Walters has resigned, as far as I can understand, i i‘_
be taken up afterwards one by one a consider md some of our delegates cannot be present We would H
them he committee has one or two ions not hae o know hat our position 1s before we take any action :
whatever in this Convention | ;.
L] Mk, CinamkmaN—Will you answer that, Mr. Higgins? i3]
Mg, Lheeins—1 think, Mr. Chairman, that it is quite proper
that Mr. Fullerton should be placed on the regular member
hip of delegates, and that also Mr. Mapleton should act in
the absence ot regular delegate I therefore move that
lullert e placed on the Victoria list of delegates in
place of Mr., Walter
Dk, Sincraig—1 have no objection to this gentleman taking }
this position, e is only an alternate. 1 want to know if ;
he 1s here 1o occupy the other man's position in his absence ,‘
Mg. HiceiNs—The other man has resigned ¢
Dg, SincLatk—Then | have much pleasure in seconding Mr
Higgins' resolution Carried |
. Moved by Mr. Lugrin, seconded by Mr. Gaunce, that we |
now proceed to consider the resolutior
MR, FurLerTroN—Is it understood by us that all resolutions
shall come up to this body and be dealt with by that committee
before they are submitted to this meeting? It may be that
the subjects which the committee have to report upon are of !
vital mterest to this Convention iffecting the mterests of }
this mining industry, Can a resolution be submitted dealing
with the report of the committee 1o this Convention, or should
it 1o go to that committee first, and then be submitted to tl
Convention L
Mk, CuaikMaN—The matter was discussed yesterday, It
was decided that a committee on resolutions should be ap '
pomted in order that they might thresh out the thing, and we
" W the quintesence of their labours. 1f we were to
do all the work we would be in difficulty all the time. It is

ind in all the resolutions to

only courtesy that we should
that nmitiee,

Mg, J. B. HoBson—I have a most important resolution for
Mr, Clive Phillipps-Wolley, of Saanich, a member of the that commitiee. It affects the placer mining industry, and
is of most vital importance to the development of the placer

Executive Committee, representing Farmers, :
mining industry of this Province.

; pleted 1 il ik 1) f 1 sisitten Mk CuammmaN—We will hand that to the Committee on
et completed. ane ould ask the memix i the cor W
¥ to come outside to consider when ¢ ill meet again. One Resolutions »0ou fecoliect ‘Ilu‘ ”.\”1‘”“] . l‘: m‘”{ the
resolutio \ recommende ! ssolutions
matter | uld like to say i1s that 1f any ot have any 101 ) nm € R
suggestion sl ; slittons. 1 Jd that you pas Committee be now taken up. One is in reference to the reso
CEestio nake or reso ms ould K ye 4SS 2 :
them up at once in order that we can get at them, and we will lution passed at Sandon, and the other is "‘l"“:'“ to the
take them up at tl rst meeting, and send them back to you ibolition of the two per cent. tax. Which one will we take
ake them up at the lirst m g, and senc m bz )

?
I'his will help us in getting through with our vork up first? ‘

. Mr. A, Grant moved, seconded by Richard Marsh, that the
Mg. Cuamman.~—There is a further report of the Com

| resolution dealing with the abolition of the two per cent. tax
3 mittee on Credentia : . be taken first. Carried
3 I'ue SEckeTARY.—Mr. Chairman, the ¢ Fedentiala. Committes I'he Chairman read the resolution. It was as follows:
2 met this morning and added the following names to the list
3 already vouched for THE TWO PER CFNT TAX
" Atlin—Wm. Loveridge, J. Kirkland, M. W, Grieve, C. Du i
bois Mason, J. W. Taylor, J. Leatherdale, 1. P. Pearse, F Resolved, That the Government and Legislature of the
\ M. Dockrell, O. M. Johnson, Thos. Blair, 1. Stoll. J. Stables, Province of British Columbia are respectfully urged to abol-
M.P.P., C. Haythorne is.. the so-called two per cent. mineral tax upon the output
Armstrong—F. C. Wolfenden of mines, because of it urious effect in restricting and re-




ind because of s etect

couragimg the mvestment I outside
Mr. W, B
be adopted

Ros

capital

l'ownsend, Rossland, moved that the resolution
John Dean, Mayor of

Ilus was seconded by

land
Mg )

hon 1y

betore that resolu

would

Victoria—1 think,
that, we

MOGREGOR, of
put through so brietly a like to hear
up what sort ot taxation they
Propose put on i place of that two per cent. tax. Merely
to throw it out of would e cltory to some of
the 1 owners, but 1 think the majority of them
pared to pay a tax of some sort, and | think if they don’t pro

trom the members of country

existence satist

e ire pre

POSe put any amendment specifying the reason of the abo
1ton cy should give their reaso n SHIT vhat they
propose to give m place ot it
Mk, Gawr, of Rossland-=We all feel trom the Upper Coun
try tha us 1s one of the very n important motions that
wi ¢ betore this Conventy We realize that every mar
ere  presen 1 lus Convention 1 mxa nd willing to
e 1 val of v RIIeVANCe hich are real griey
nee « ming mdustry, whether happens to be a dele
RitC ! lipping any ore " not payn I
tw « 1 et « erchant ! re n
c ctly the e 1 \ ry r
elerre erce n the prosper rki i
’ ! unt i
} Pl Iy « w-grade I the
Provinee AN x upon the value
f ! pped 1 every ( y ded
’ ’ ! Pay TWo per ¢ \
[\ « 1 N ( vi
« e it \ \
myustice « uch a tax a
ot ne AR L W ¢
say o 2 § aug 1 18
Te « caler « m
he Governme Somebody might say t this tax 1
« n some cases, but it cannot be considered a just or
eq tax, a 15 not only inequitable but very unjust
e e as vou go dowr the gher grade f ore to the
wer 1 would st reach a point (and one which em
cert « ority of our es, or the greater bulk of them)
ere eave very narrow margin between profit and loss
N mine aner that develops that kind of mine i
domg the st possible good for this country, d I may say
grade development work he can only so if he has
Irge es of ore to work, and in working these he neces
s y ¢ v reat many men, so practicall he larger
e bod f ¢ 1s the greater number of men he employs
consequence of the employment of these
re od to the Province at large. His em
he build y a little commun
« Every e of the me e employs pays
xes. In Rossland 1 do not think it is
exaggeration say that e whole taxation of that town
paid by every individual in it 18 really paid by the miners
nd those wi n the mines he whole community depends
entirely up the mines in that distriet, and if the three or
more mines now working were closed down for good, of
course Rossland would be wiped out absolutely in a few weeks
nd of course the Government would lose all that taxation
that they are now receiving from the people in that com
munity. [ am 1 n expert on this question—that is, I am
not a miner myseif, but I have had occasion to make a great
many enquiries, and have heard a great many expert opin
1ons expressed on the subject. The result of this taxation
for one year on a single ne in Rossland—I think it was the
Centre amounted to 12 per cent. of their net profit
hY v 1 v see } ery high amount of
taxation for any mine to ¢ y or for any business to pay, and

be demonstrated by more
n at the rate ot 2

ses does amount to 15,
profits of the mine alone
entleman here who will say
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that the 2 per cent tax on the mmes which are indirectly pay
ing the taxes of all the community they are m, 15 a fair tax,
2 tax which compels  them  to pay per cent. of all
the net profits they make from the mine.  In regard to the way
miming ha cen operated m the past, I need not go into that,
because yon thoroughly understand that 1t s 1 an ex
ceedingly dangerous and wretched condition, the result of
mwise legislation, The law i regard to the silver and lead
minmg industry has caused cat distre ind the silver and
lead mine wner ire appealing to the Ottawa Government
for rehel from the  burder nder ch they are now stag
gering, and in face of that 1t 15 pointed out hy the provineial
mineralog \ red 1o show only the good side
f our untry, that output of the mines mm British Co
lnmbia | cen o nereasi teadily, and last year there was

very large and hstantia merease i the outpnt hut
nether the manera LIS, nor my nu nher othe Government
wh mterested o oputting on this tax, ever tries to show
the other side of the question, 1 ely re the profits

Mr, C. Foley, of Vancouver, a member of the Executive
Committee, representing Labour,

these immense outputs
of you know, not

trom the mines which are producing

And when I tell you nany

of these mines producing this enormous output has been

ble to pay dividend during all the time which they have
wen operated, you will readily understand how much atten
n an investor would pay to the fact that they are making

1 tremendous output. The only way that these mines can be
n is to operate them on tremendous scale I'he amount

i ore shipped last year depended on two or three mines, but

none of them are paying a dividend: and they are in a very
msatisfactory condition, and there is no inducement offered
it any more money in the company.

| therefore think we nght to have a very strong
support  fron this  Conventior ir isking  the Gov-
ernEent to  repeal thi unjust tax Now it  has
heen stated that those who desire the repeal of the tax
ould offer some substitute to the Government to take its
place. In the first place, several substitutes have from time to

r
time been offered, and they have all bheen rejected, but is it
after all any part of our duty to direct the Government? It




seems Lo N it thas s a matter for them to decide what they
shall put n lien of this taxation ‘ uany
pomts of evidence brought to their attention to the fair
ness of this t nd it is open to the ‘ they
shall do \nd | y, gentlemen, hen the t face
to tace wil ¢l nagnificent  display o pinion
vineh we have here to-day, and wher e p 1 rie
Ce hich ha mured the munn try t ‘ re
and ternible extent i thns Provine I 1o place
ubstitute i place tor "
mount I money \ hich | n oy €
reckle nd mier. No d | e
been 1 I the ent of th f )
the peenliag " | W\ k1 t
Very " 1 mone Heed 1l | ¢ rcent
ta | $ 0K tal
on I t ( | (
tronhle n l 1 1 !
fey ' e

Mr. E. B. Kirby, of Rossland, a member of the Executive

Committee, representing Quartz Mining

erty, and who are and exerting their ut

most endeavours to carry on their mine development and pay

doing their utmost

their accumulated tax, and this tax act 1 prohibitive in
taking out the ore from the low-grade ore bodies of which 1
have spoken, That is where the injustice of the tax comes in
No mine owner is going to attempt to remove the low-grade
ore bodies of his mines unless he is sure of making some
substantial profit Now, if you get down to a hody of ore

hich will probably return only 25 cent 1 ton, and the
mine owners have to employ hundreds of me ind incur the
risk of the mine ever being a success, 1s it not an iniquitous

thing that he should be called upon to pay 20 to
the Government

22 per cent

of any profit he may happen to make to
Is 1t not an exceedingly unfair and objectionable mode of
taxation. That is the position exactly which the mine own

ind the Boundary and other places where

hodies exist to a

vre of Rossland

low-grade ore large extent have to contend
against, and that is the position in

We have t«
across barren streaks, and in the event of all that sort of thing

which we find ourselves.

take chances of having an accident, or running

MINING RECORD

have 1o take chances upon the 10Ce i «
tter takig all these chance ve happen to make e out
put the Government steps in and say hand over to us 22
per cent, of hat hittle money you have been able t make
t of your operations. 1 will y nothing more as | am not
n expert i this matter, but that the position of the
per cent. tax \pplause.)

k. W. B T END-—1 ke y a few 1 n
tl esolution and what | nsider should take the place of
! two per cent tax We ki from our past experience

Rossland that since the 1w cent tax | en put o
t the revenne ery | aller, but we " that f
« ( wr o cent 1 X \ taker Wff ir populaty vould
rease o« hle ha 1 L present nd the revenue
T thion from the ¢ of the p d more
n treble hat the cceive from this two per cent
d 1 erefore e tax he al
. B Kiksy, of Rossland—There are two question
hich are o1 ked of us by those who }
0 m 1 15
‘ | ] t « "o t d y
f v he T ed |
y three te I come 1 lyze
! ¢ ¢ rge in the gre
b ' 8]
¢ t P ‘ d objection to
‘ n odious rep
n i 1 t | d Ne York—and 1
' ept th « ¢ thr } ¢ tre ] ,
et the \ 1er re terested in mining all er the
rlid and 1 ( 1 car ize the extent t hict
hat tax 1 i objection nd also
| \ ¢ estment of capital in BEritish
( mbi | I y of the opinion that its repeal will
d | p in the power of
e Gove e the tors feel that we « king
turn in the | 1 nd to she that the power of
e Chverimesit & f the people of British Columbia i
irectes rds the aid of ing and to the repeal of
nwise le } ird objection to the tax, and whick
\ ell e | Ir. G } e
1ar effect n f operatior n effec ich ¢
tirely different that due from any other nd that
peculiar effect that 1S a progressive t tax whicl
gradually seize arger and larger proportion of the net
prohts as we go to er and lower grades of ore I know
f no other tax in existence that has that peculiar effect and
is that fact which restricts tl imers of your Province
mining the I grade ore I need not say to this mining
embly, representing t does the brains of British Colum
ha in this industry, that tl ery back hone of the industry
the low-grade ore, and we shall have prosperity, and pros
perity which will extend to all other districts in British Co
lnmbia when we get to mining these low-grade masse and by
this means we will establish an industry—not on the basis of
ertain bonanzas, but on the basis of a steady and long-time
r ! I will just read you a few figures as sent out in
ircular b the Rossland Joard f Trade which
vill illustrate clearly to everyone what is meant by thi pro
re e Inere ¢ in the tax
HIGH-GRADE SMELTING ORE
Assume gro value of 16 00
Cost of freight and smelting )
Amount received by mine 10 00
Cost of mining and development 1 %0
Net profit $sso0
I'he two per cent. tax figured on the e $16 is a 20

cent tax which amounts to 3.6 per cent. of the net profit
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LOW-GRADE SMELTING ORI

Assume gross value of $12 00
Cost of freight and smelting 6 00
\mount received from mine $600
Cost of mining and development 4 50
Net profit $15

I'he two per cent. tax hgured on the above $0 15 now 12
cents, or 8.0 per cent, of the net profit

HIGH-GRADE MILLING ORI

Assume gross value of $ 800
Cost of milling and smelting concentrate vith tartlings

loss . 4 00

Amount received by mine $400

Cost of mining and development on larger scale 3 50

Net profit 50

I'he two-per cent tax figured on the above $4 is eight cents

or 16 per cent. of the net profits

LOW-GRADE MILLING ORI

Assume gross value of $ 600
Cost of milling and smelting concentrates, with tail
ings lost. 3 25
Amount received by mine 2 75
Cost of mining on larger scale, ore bodie Iready
developed 2 50

Net profit

» you will see as you get down to these low grades whicl

woner or later reach, that the tax exceeds and
grows larger and larger, and is taken off the net profits; and
I must say for our own companies, that we have been anxious

kle the development of the low-grade
ssland, and 1 know that that is the

for a long time to tack
ores in our mines at R

desire of our neighbourhood, but we have heen over-ridden
by this tax Our directors to-day are ready to mvest  large
sums of money in the milling of this low-grade ore, but they

say we dare not t in view of these facts about the two
We do not wish to invest money by the hun

dreds of thousands in the present state of affairs when we are

per cent, 1t

compelled to e

Government. | say, gentlemen, if that tax is removed mining

ay 20 to 22 per cent. of our net profits to t

wul go ahead. (Applause.) One other point, and then I have
tnished. It has been asked why we do propose a remedy
In the first place, gentlemen, it is not our business to do so
I'hat is what we have a Government for I'hey are the ones
to lay plans and to decide as to how the revenue Wl be
raise ind, further, gentlemen, 1 state they should remove
it for the practical reason that there is a substantial unan
imity of opinion among the mining men of the Province of

British Columbia as to the evil f the two per cent. tax. |
may say that I understand the Government is not strongly
inclined towards reforming its policy in this respect; but the
moment we start to propose remedies, then you will find as
many different views as to the best substitutes to be had as
there are members in this house to-day. However, let us
stick to what we can agree upon, and get the Government to
see that their duty is to find out how the revenues are to be

supplied.

Mr. W. S. Drewry—There is one little change 1 would like
to suggest. Strike out the words “low-grade.” We are af
tected just as much as they are in the development of the hi-h
grade ores. Our cost of mining is from $3.00 to $8.00 per to
on the cost of production. 1 would like to see that change
made at once. That is the only change T would suggest
Why 1 ask this is that in the present form it might convey

a wrong impression. The high-grade ore cannot bear the tax
any more than the low-grade ores

Mg, Lestie Hiw, of Nelson—Wi regard to what  Mr
Drewry has just said 1 would like to mention that at present
we are engaged in developing low-grade ores, although we
have only a small quantity, but we have to-day very extensive
development work, which has cost a great deal, and the re-
sult of the two per cent. tax is that we are making no profit
whatever. We are paying out in this two per cent. tax $100
per month, which means we have to pay $100 less in develop
ment work. We are making no profits at all, and the tax sim-
ply prevents us employing that much more labour, and doing
that much more development work, and of course we have

that much less money to spend

Mk, A. C. FLuMERFELT—It was not my intention to have
had anything to say with respect to these matters hefore the
Convention, because as you know I am not a mining man.

My business life has been spent in Victoria, but T have the

Mr. A, C. Flumerfelt, Grand Forks, member of Executive
Committee, representing Smelting Interests,

e connected to a very large extent in the mining
i this province, and am interested with yon all in
ith the development of our country.  With regard

i 1 o ee that the Convention
] ipproached the subject in a generous and fair spirit., I

im glad to say from my knowledge of the present Govern-
ent and conversations 1 have had with them, and w1 em
in favour of the
ave the assurance of

hers of the Opposition, that they are

\holition of this two per cent. tax. |
the Premier, and also the Leader of the Opposition, that they
wre in favour of some rectification of this change, hut they also
isk what is to be the substitute for this tax My answer to
am
» mining in-

that is, and the answer of the miners is, and T honestl

of the same opinion, that they should not tax t
dustry, but they should give a bonus towards the development
of the industry. 1 am speaking now for the Granby Com-
pany; we have some 60 men employed, and T will just say
a few words on this matter. We are going on as best we
can with the development of our mines, and in the “Pheenix”
we have provided for the enlargement of our smelter, and we

“

i AN 0 g,
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are laying the foundation of one of

arg
of the kind on the Continent. Our director
wuthorized the multip tion of our { ¢ 1
ed that if legislation, transportation and ot can
be satisfactorily arr ed to duplicate r 1 hin
perhaps the next year. (Applause.) We are at present 1
ling something in the neighbourhood of 200 tor f very
grade ore daily, and we ill be i posi to | fro
2,000 to )y tons daily nd if the h I have
mentioned can b tisfactorily arranged and adjusted, we ex
pect to dle over 4,000 tor 1 day I i1l mean the
employment ot 1,2x 1 t 1 I [
cidental expenses of 1 ke of C d
to increase the comme vinee 1 to enrich the
whole of the country tl the tax r ed
from the mining people t m for the mine
to pay, provided always, \ wre equitably ad

justed. That 1s, in
Government should

Mr, A. E. Howse, of Nicola, a member of the Executive
Committee, representing Commercial interests

Mr. Kirby has suggested, we were to go to the Government
with a substitute for this tax we would be immediately at
sea. If however, the Convention can so frame a resolution
which will be satisfactory to the Convention, asking the Gov
ernment to abolish this tax, and give fair and satisfactory
reasons, and we had the assurance of the Government that
no other tax will be substituted which will be more difficult
to bear in the development of this industry, then, I say, that
I am heartily in accord with it We all know, gentlemen,
when this tax was first put upon the statute books, it was
intended, in fact it was promised to a gathering of mining
men, that it should only be put in force by proclamation
The Finance Minister told me it was impossible for the
Government to continue the development of the country,
building roads and trails, etc., for the mining people unless
this tax were put in force. They all acknowledge the in-
equity, of it, but are utterly at a loss to hunt up a substitute
I hope that the one which will be put as a substitute for this
two per cent. tax will not be too injurious to the Govern-
ment, but one we can all stand by and fight for
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Iy [aksH, of R nd—As a member
t d W re Il very h
ce I desire to say a
l k ere is a general
C ould | lll‘! 1 I
known he PProving
I very 1 larger portion ot the revenue to the Gov
¢ t t e Province in propor
he differe er indu wed.  With regard

ed, 1 en me ve 1 of the ry I heard

( \ eman owned a large Newfoundland

¢ \ ewhat of a nuisance around the

d wife nted him to dispose of it. One day

he ca | 1 d his wife, “Mary, | have sold the dog,”
1 D hat did you get for it He y
$1,00¢ nd she said “I did not think that you Id get
er for it I he I, “Oh, well, T had to take the

t in trade nd so she ked him what he got for it,

1 he d her that he had got in return two bull pups worth

§500 « (1 ter Well, gentlemen, it needless to
he 1 1 equally objectionabl 15 the

her \ evera i the gentlemen here have spoken, and
who are in a position to say, that if this tax is removed, they

ill largely increase their plants at the mine, and they will
increase the number of men employed hich will mean that

there will be a large increase in the men employed in all the
wocations in British Columbia ['he railway companies will
have to increase their number of men in order to provide

demand in transportation of this large amount of ore

I'he merchants will employ more men, and there will be more
carpenters employed, and so on, and those employed will be
pelled to pay a certain amount of taxes and revenue to the
Government, and in that way the Government will get a
much larger revenue than they would otherwise receive In

fact, 1 believe the Government would come out with a much
larger revenue if they did not propose any substitute, and be
tisfied with what they got in return without a substitute

[hese gentlemen who have spoken to us we all know are in

a position to give us opinions that are positive and substantial,
ind if their ide ire followed out the Government will have

no reason to complain whatever in regard to the proposition

Ve are ( 1581Ng nd they will have no reason to complain,
because they will be getting a substantial increase in their
reventi nd they ought therefore to I tisfied with the

complete removal of the two per cent

Mg. Giumaxn, of Vancouver—Mr. Chairman and gentle
men.  With reference to the remarks just stated I have heard
it expressed that if this large increase in the number of men,

nd the increase in commerce take place, as far as the aboli

tion of the two per cent. tax is concerned, the Government
will have a much larger revenue by the increase in population,
but I contend, gentlemen, the Government will have a larger
expenditure in the way of providing schoc and all sorts of
things resulting from this additional increase in population
At the present time, as you all know, the Provincial Govern
ment ha

s not sufficient funds on hand to carry out the great
improvements which it could otherwise do if its treasury was
well supplied. There is only one substitute which if we all
greed to put it before our Legislature that could keep them
up to the mark., As you are aware, the Government of Brit
ish Columbia 1s at present contributing to the revenues of the
very much larger sum than they get back, and
Convention and try to induce the
Dominion Government to give British Columbia a larger share
of our profits, then the Provincial Government would have
the necessary funds in hand to supplement the very small

Dominior

f we all get in line as

imount of money they derive from the imposition of this two
per cent, tax, and that fund could also be applied to a great
many other purposes which will crop out in this Convention
such as a fund to assist the prospector, and where a body
of prospectors agree among themselves that they have found
a new mineral belt but have not the necessary funds to get
into that belt, the Government would be in a position to ap-
point a number of thoroughly efficient inspectors to go into
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cla of munming, they all contribute t th and pro
perity of the country—1 ¢claim 1t 1 gamst public policy to
prevent the prospector and explorer from entering and open

g up the vast mineral wealth the P'rovinee for devel

opment and profitable mvestment, 1 believe that one of the
most wtant measures brought before this Convention s
the re | of the heavy and unfair o per cent. tax on the
or tput f e et o ry « er objectionable feature

rrounding the mining laws be removed d the Provinee
will soon populate with energetic explorers, prospectors and
\ 1est vini

t e g L minin

When  reading

ry the v | \m «
) T wiitfic Press, 1 noticed some items that it on
¢ ctly I'hey reter t « « of taxation trie
ntl State of Colorado
I'here or should be recognition of basie difference be

wperty and almost any other
favour the miner

tween the taxation of mining p

kind of real or personal property-—n

for the miner mts no favour—but

Mr. W. M. Brown, of Revelstoke, a member of the Executive
Committee, representing Placer interests

\ " $100,000 worth of goods in his store;

ther | $100,000 machinery plant on his mine It is

f e e general rule should not apply in both

¢ | Id be just as fair to tax a merchant or manu-
LT ery d ir that pa through his hands in a
ne vner on the mine's gross production

\ \ 220,000 farm, eternally reproductive; another
820,000 mine, ephemerically so; the equities are dissimi-

ke b that tends to limit number

: iinst public policy

f importa I'he intent of

rk gest to newly-elected
4 p rodueir | governing mine
tax n heir respective commonwealths next winter, that
1 i caution 1 iry and proper understanding
¢ | itely requisite he prospector should not

the miner should not be frozen out, and the

devel

be unduly deterred from aiding
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of the country and the increase in population will

lar more than offset this two per cent. tax
MAvor BukkeLr f Grand Fork Mr. Chairman, In
speaking on this question I speak not strictly as a mining man,

Now, gentlemen, I am rep-
hing industry, and one gentleman has stated
it industry we

but as one interested in mining.

senting the rang

that the mining industry is the most import

have, but 1 think, gentlemen, the ranching is more important
than any er. It is the most important and always will be
X ou nnot mine unle you are fed, and | recognize, ger

tlemen, that the industry of ranching comes first. I also recog-
nize that the ranching industry is inseparably connected with
ig industry, by which we must stand or fall. In the

rst place, gentlemen, | came here with the opinion that this
tax of two per cent. should be altered and not bolished.
It is an inequitable tax at the present moment, and 1 believe,

gentlemen, if that two per cent. tax had in the first place

been levied on the net profits of the mine there would not

have been a word. 1 do believe, however, and 1 t empha
ically believe, that this Convention should propose some sub
stitute, It i I very well for you to say that the mining

industry should not bear this tax. You say it is an unjust
tax, and that i 1 t, but what Gov
ernment on the face of the earth will stand your taking off
titute in return. We
“Here, abolish this tax,

t you are kicking alx

1 tax ch as this and offering no
ing to them, and say to ther
ng like $125000, and

poken on this question to this mag

substitute

imounts to some
nothing.” Mr. Galt has

should not give the Gover

nificent meeting, and says that we
guidance. I say, gentlemen, I thi it is our
to give them some guidance in this mat You go
to the Government on one hand and say, “We want money for
roads and trails.” We have, I say, in the North Forks and
around Kettle River, one of the best countries on the face of
this earth, and you will go to the Government and say on
the one hand, “We want money for roads and trails, ete,.”
and what will you do on the other side You will ask them
to take off this $125000. The Government will say to you,
“You come here and rob us of $125,000, and on the other hand

you want us to give you $30,000 to $45,000 more for the de
velopment of your country. I think that pressure should be
brought to bear on the Dominion Government. Let us get
more of the money and a larger share of the profits that we
contribute to the Dominion Government. It is certainly the
only way our Provincial Government can afford to take off
t taxation, and these funds should be secured by our Gov-
ernment, and I consider that is the best way of our dealing
with this question, Let pressure be brought to bear on the
Dominion Government to get a larger share of our profits that
we now give to them annually, and that is the best and only

namely,

way to remedy this evil with which we are deali

the two per cent tax

the farm-

Mg, WoLFENDEN, of Armstrong—I represent als
ing industry, and I think, gentlemen, if we go to the Gov-
ernment and ask them to take off this two per cent. tax we
some substitute to the Government. We do not

should offer
more untair,

want the Government to put on

and if we go to them as a body representing the mining in-
t for the country, I have no

{ tax which i
dustry, and show them what is bes
doubt that they will meet our wishes if we are prepared to act

fairly with them

Capr. Cuve Purvrers-Worrey, of Saanich—I am also a

farmer, sir, and I would like to point out that T was asked

in this Convention, and T may say that the
people in Saan ed chiefly of farmers. Now, you
asked the farmers to come into your Association and lend
vou their hand, and they are very willing to do so provided
you make it clear to the farmer that the burdensome taxa-
h you want removed is not going to fall upon the
" They say, perhaps, that you

to take some part

ire con

tion w
poor farmer's shoulders
are like the spider who asks you to come into his parlor so
that he may suck you dry. Now, gentlemen, that is not what
we want, and I have advised my section of the country to
come into your association and assist you, but as I say, in the

i RECORD.

first place they want to see that they are not going to suffer
In consequence It 1s a matter of self interest with them,
You have given as your reason for the removal of this tax
that the population of Brit Columl will be so largely in
creased that revenue will be provided by means of this in-
creased population, and as long as you can prove to us that

this tax 1s not going to be folloned by a tax on the farmer

we sl be exceedingly anxious to help you by all the means
1 our power. Yo that the mir industry as it stands
t the present time does not pay; but, gentlemen, the mining
industry is not the only industry that does not pay, for I
do not know of many who are bothered with a farm ch
pa I have heard of mines which pay, and have been in
mines which pay, for I am as much a miner really as [ am a

of a farm that pays at the present

ifford an individual taxation put upon

farmer, but I do not know

time, and we could n

Mr. A. |. Goodell, of Boundary Falls, a member of the
Executive Committee, representing Smelting interests,

us. I would suggest when you go to the Government and say
to them, “Take off this $125000 tax,” you should give them
some suggestion as to how this money is to be raised, other
wise they will say, “Well, the are kicking like
blazes, and they are a very intelligent lot; we must not
offend them, but there are the old hay-seeds, they never open

their mouths; let us put the tax upon them for they will never

mimers

ay anything about it

Mg DEaAN—As the mover of the resolution it has been
suggested that the words “low grade” should be struck out
of the resolution. The resolution as originally moved is this
“That the Government and Legislature of the Province of
British Columbia be respectfully urged to abolish the so
called two per cent. mineral tax upon the output of mine
because of its injurious effect in depressing the mining of low
grade ores, and because of its effect in discouraging the
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vestment of outside capital I'hat is the resolution, and it
has been moved that the words “low grade” be struck out.

Mg. Drewky—I1 move that the motion be reconsidered, and
the words low-grade be struck out

\ .
Mr. Gaunce seconded the motion, which was carried

Mg. Scorr, of Revelstoke—I rise to a point of order. All
the resolution should be put in writing

Mgr. HirscurieLp—The idea of this amendment is that the
two per cent. tax shall be taken off of all mining, and it is
merely a question of language in the resolution which is very
easily arrived at by not referring to low-grade ores or placer
mining. Leave that out, and I think we will then all get
what we want.

Mg, CuammaN—] will read the resolution as amended:
“That the Government and Legislature of the Province of
British Columbia be respectfully urged to abolish the so-
called two per cent. mineral tax upon the output of mines,

Mr. Robert Borland, of 150 Mile House, a member of the
Executive Committee, representing Farming

because of its injurious effect in depressing mining, and be-
cause of its effect in discouraging the investment of outside
capital.”

Dr. Sincair—That resolution covers everything. It cov-
ers what Mr. Hobson said, and is a complete resolution

I'he motion was then adopted

Adjourned till 3:00 p.m

Afternoon Session, 3:00 p.m.
THE SILVER-LEAD QUESTION

Mg, CHARMAN—On the slip of unfinished business is an-
other resolution from the Resolutions Committee relating to
the silver-lead industry Perhaps it would be well to read
it all, It is as follows

I'hat this Convention assembled at Victoria, heartily en-
dorse the resolutions passed by the silver-lead miners at San-

h5l

don on the 10th December, 1902, and that a copy of this reso-
ution be telegraphed to the Dominion Ministers at Ottawa

At a meeting of the silver-lead mine owners of East and
West Kootenay, held at Sandon, British Columbia, on De-
cember 10, 1902, the following resolution was presented by
J. L. Parker, and carried unanimously:

RESOLUTION,

1. Whereas, The silver-lead industry of British Columbia,
notwithstanding the usual richness of the ore, the proved con-
tinuity of the veins, and the favourable natural conditions of
mining in the Province, is, and for some time has been, in a
declining condition, which, if not ameliorated, will er 1 in total
stagnation. And

2. Whereas, The lead-mining camps of the United States,
and peculiarly those in the adjoining State of Idaho, are, and
for years have been, enjoying great prosperity, due to a pro-
tective tariff conserving the home market. And

3. Whereas, The silver-lead mining industry has been for
years of national importance, and, unless allowed to decline,
will speedily attain to a much greater degree of importance,
fiting by its increasing expenditures the trade and ad-
vancement of both Eastern and Western Canada. And

bene

t. Whereas, Our domestic market for the manufactured
products of lead is chiefly supplied from the products of ores
mined in Mexico and Europe, where the labour cost of pro-
duction is much lower than in this country; a condition of
affairs permitted by the wholly inadequate protection afforded
by the existing tariff; while the prices of white lead, lead pipe,
sheet lead, and shot, in the Dominion of Canada, are approxi-
mately equal to the prices charged for the same commodities
in the United States, all to the detriment of the producers,
consumers and transporters of lead in this country. And

5. Whereas, Under the existing tariff, little or no protec-
tion is afforded to the lead producing industries; whilst ade-
quate protection is affordea to all other industries of equal
importance, known to us, And

6. Whereas, These conditions result in the exportation of
a preponderance of our crude ore and bullion, the former
to American smelters and the latier to the markets of the
world: there to enter into competition with the products of
cheap Furopean and Mexican labour, and the surplus product
of the protected lead industry of the United States

7. Therefore, We, the silver-lead miners the East and
West Kootenay districts of British Columbia in convention
assembled, do hereby recommend and respectfully urge the
enactment of a Tariff Act which will afford ample protection
to the producers, manufacturers and transporters of lead,
thereby creating and fostering a new and expansive home
industry calculated to benefit all classes by the stimulation
of national trade and commerce. Y

Having in view the interests of the producers, manufac-
turers and consumers of lead, we would recommend a duty
equal to that imposed by the United States, viz.:

On lead in ores, 1% cents per pound

On lead in bullion, pigs, bars, and old lead, 2 1-8 cents per
pound
4 cents per pound

On lead in sheets, pipe, shot, etc,,
On white lead, ete., 27-8 cents per pound.

On all other products of lead as provided in the Dingley
Tariff Act of July 24, 1807,

Provided, always, that if at any time it shall be proved that
a combination has Leen formed for the purpose of unduly
increasing the charges made for smelting lead ores x»rmlvn‘r'.r!
in Canada, or for refining or marketing lead bullion, or !f
charges for smelting and refining in Canada are proved 4‘Vnr1.|1-
tant, then the Governor-General in Council may at his 1!|<-
cretion permit the admission into Canada (»f.]rml lqu.\m\
smelted and refined, or smelted or refined in foreign countries,

; |
i i;i.
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Mr. Tenry Croft, of Victoria, a member of the Executive
Committee, representing Quartzinterests
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going to last—(Hear, hear)—and if there is any measure
brought in by the Government to tax the farmer unfairly then
we will at once come down on the Government. We are here
for that purposc Besides that, it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment 1o aid industries such as tl

mining industry which
15 inouts anfancy, I reiterate that it is the duty of the Gov-
criment to aid us until we are on our feet. It is the duty of
the farmer, of every man who has an interest in the Prov-
ince to do something for the mining industry, When they
e domg that they are doing it for themselves

Mr., Chariman reads: Moved by Mr. S. S, Taylor, seconded
by Capt. Clive Phillipps-Wooley—Resolved, That with respect
to the resolution passed this morning dealing with the aboli-
tion of the two per cent. tax, this Convention shall not be
understood as being opposed to an equitable and fair taxation
on the mining industry

Mr. F. Keffer, of Anaconda, a member of the Executive
Committee, representing Quartz interests,

Mavor Burrerr, of Grand Forks—Mr. Chairman, 1 am
heartily in accord with the gentleman who moved that reso-
lution.  With all deference to Dr. Sinclair 1 believe he is in
the wrong. 1 regard it as the most important function that
this Convention has to perform, and it is to be shown that we
have come here to stay, and for us to do that it to treat all
interests alike. 1 have come here from Grand Forks to repre-
sent the mining industry of this Province, and although we
may wish to abolish the tax, none of us wish to evade a fair,
equitable and just taxation.

Me. D. W. Hicains, of Victoria—I felt that in having voted
for the resolution this morning I represented what as far
1 could see was the public opinion of Victoria. T believe it is
an admirable resolution, and I believe it is an admirable ob-

ject to have in view the encouragement of the mining industry
of this country. At the same time, gentlemen, I say that there
15 no man connected with the mining industry of this country
who would refuse to bear a fair share of an equitable taxation
on the mining industry. In order to meet the demands of this
country a great expenditure of money will be necessary, and
the whole burden should not be thrown upon the shoulders
of the manufacturers and the farmers of this country, but the
mining industry should be willing to contribute its share to-
wards the development of the country, the building of roads,
and the furnishing of railway facilities to reach their proper-
ties. During all my dealings with mining men on this Coast,
for the last fifty years, I have never found them unwilling
to contribute towards the public revenue. In fact, gentlemen,
I believe they are the best and most cheerful tax payers we
have in this country. (Hear, hear.) But, gentlemen, I con-
ider that this resolution this morning required something
like this to supplement it. 1 have had no conversation with
Mr. Taylor, but it has been running in my mind ever since
that 1 should suggest to some mining man a resolution on
that line, and 1 am willing to give my support to that, and I
may say this, that although I represent the City of Victoria,
and am proud to say it, we are fast changing our character
and are fast becoming a mining centre Not only will
we be a commercial centre, but we will also be a centre where
mining men will come and discuss arrangements for the car-
rying out of their enterprises. We have right near us some
very rich mines, and we are so fortunately situated that the
widest part of our Island is not more than forty-five miles,
and we can reach the richest deposits of ore without spending
millions in building railways But, gentlemen, that is aside
from the question. 1 say here that the voice of Victoria, as
represented by these delegates, will be with you in the ex-
pression of a desire to be equitably and justly taxed. If it is
only the question of the two per cent. tax upon the industry
which has caused investors to shrink from investing in the
country, all we have to do is to show those people that they
can, by a reasonable expenditure of money, derive an income
or profit from their industry, and if they have raised an ob-
jection to the two per cent, tax and say it is impossible for
them to invest in this country, I say the best way to over-
come their scruples is to abolish that tax. I cannot imagine
any legislator who will refuse to listen to an association such
s this. Tt is only right we should protect all interests, and
1 will give my vote to this resolution and T hope that all the
ther members of the del
1

tion of Victoria will give theirs

Me. Garr, of Rossland—I would just like to say by way of
explanation, any gentlemen that I know of as far as the re
peal of this tax is concerned, never dreamt for one moment
hat the mining industry or any mine owner should be ex-
empt from taxation. The view we have taken, and a fair view

f it is, the mining industry returns such a revenue to the
Province, far in excess of that of any other industry; even if
vou repeal this two per cent. tax we are still paying indi-
rectly and directly an enormous taxation to the Province
Now the way it comes about is this. Tt would not perhaps
trike one off hand how that works out, hut T will give you an
instance of this in Rossland. There we have a population of
5,000 or 6,000 people. They all pay their taxes, and are en-
tirely dependent upon the mines. They have to he remuner

ted by three or four mining companies, and they are given
enough money in addition to their ordinary wages to pay
this tax, so that in reality the few mines in that neighbour-
hood pay all the taxes of that community—quite apart from
the two per cent, tax altogether, but there is no sort of feel-
ing, T am quite sure, were this tax to he repealed that they
would thereby escape from taxation altogether. Tf anyone
would take the trouble to look through the receipts of this
Province from the mining industry they will find out what an
enormous revenue is received, quite apart from the com-
paratively small sum that is recovered under the two per
cent, tax. Speaking for my own part, T am quite sure that T
am speaking for a great many people who are managing or
holding mines, that while we feel that it is quite right to repeal
the two per cent, tax, and it is quite possible for some one

-
T
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else to introduce some other form of taxation which will not
bear upon the mining industry too heavily, still we feel if
there is no substitute made for it the mine owners of this
Province are paying a very high taxation. They would not
be what one gentleman has expressed it—an isolated or a
privileged class by any means, because it is by the returns
from these mines and the prospectors generally, that all the
different contributions are made to the revenues of this Prov-
ince. | just wish merely to say that the miners and mine
owners I am acquainted with cannot be placed in any privi-
leged class, and they would not be so placed if this tax was
repealed.

I'he question was then put and the motion carried.

Mg. Hacean, of Revelstoke—I beg to propose this resolu-
tion: “That it is desirable in view of the great and increas-
ing importance of the mining industry in Canada, that a
separate portfolio of mines be established at Ottawa, in order
to assist in promoting the devel pment of the mineral re-
sources of the Dominion, and that copies of this resolution be
forwarded to Sir Wilfrid Laurier and members of the Senate
and Commons, representing this Province, with the request
that they give their support to this proposal.”

In support of this proposal, I need hardly remind you that
some four or five years ago there was a very strong agitation
throughout this Province in this regard, but it has died out
completely, and 1 think that this being one of the most im
portant industries in the country to-day it should be repre-
sented at Ottawa. 1 therefore ask you to support that reso
lution

Seconded by Mr. Higgins

Mgr. Lucrin—I move that the consideration of this resolu
tion be deferred until to-morrow afternoon

Mgr. SmitH, of Duncans, seconded and motion carried

Moved by Mr. Smith Curtis, seconded by Mr. F. W. Rolt
That in the event of the repeal of the two per cent. mineral
tax this Convention suggests and endorses as a proper basis
for the taxation of working mines that a fair tax be levied
upon the profits or dividends paid to the owners of such
mines.

Mgr. Smit Curtis—Mr. Chairman, while I agree with the
motion which has been already carried which says we do
not object to a fair taxation upon the mines, and while 1
agree with Mr. Taylor's views on this resolution, yet at the
same time I feel sure that the Legislature would like us to
indicate what we thought was a fair way of imposing a tax
in substitution of the two per cent. tax. If we do suggest a
really fair basis, and the Legislature repeals the two per cent
tax and enacts some other tax in place of it which is not fair
or reasonable, they cannot say that they did not get the ad-
vice of this Convention, assuming that this propos

f1

ot mine
is carried. Allow me for a moment to explain why I made
that resolution. If you have a tax which is based upon the
net profit made upon each and every ton of ore that goes out
of the mine, it ma

be, in the first history of the mine you
are really taxing capital. When a profit is made on a mine,
it is distributed in dividends or returned into the mine, but
as a rule it is returned into the mine for the purpose of fur-
ther development, and it is the same as though you borrowed
that money in the Old Country and brought it here and put
it into the mines. What gentleman would care if we borrowed
five or any other per cent. of the capital outside of our
Province and put it into our mines? Yet, on the other hand,
if a man takes the profit which he makes on his ore and puts
it back into the mine, why does he do it? Because he be-
lieves that in the future he is going to make more out of the
mine, and if he makes more out of it then the Government
by putting a tax on the net profits will make more out of it,
ind the vernment will get more out of the mineral tax
that way than they will in any other way. If the miner is going
to make more, then the Government is going to make more
Now, gentlemen, T want to point out what T consider to be
a proper principle of taxation, not only on mines but other
industries. Tt has been suggested by some of the gentlemen

-
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here that if we abolish this two per cent tax the Government

| be short of money. Not at all. We have in the south

cast area of this Province large deposits of coal and petroleum
I'his has been in reserve by the Government of British
Columbia for the past twelve or thirteen years, but if that
reserve was taken off, it is safe to say through the develop
ment of the coal and petroleum and the sale of the same
this Province would be receiving out of the natural resources
o. this Province—out of the God-given resources of this
Province—at least $500,000 a year. Now, we must get back
to that principle of taxing the natural resources of this Prov-

Let us apply that principle to the mine. You have a

number of mines developed, some pay and some don’t
< at those which pay dividends; they don't pay it out of
the capital which has gone into the mine, but they pay it
out of the rich mineral which is in the mine, and if they dis-
tribute those dividends and profits among themselves you
can readily see that they are making these profits out of the
carth and out of the ground, and by this method of taxation
the Government of this Province reserves to itself the right
to have a share of those profits. Now, gentlemen, is not that
1 correct principle? and while T was scoffed out a minute ago,
I have found this way of being heard in this Convention, 1
thank you, gentlemen, for your attention, and will thank you
a thousand times more if you will vote for the principle of
that motion,

Motion carried

Mg, CHAIRMAN—A suggestion has been made that the placer
mining committee get to work at once .'\n_v gvmlvnmn in-
terested in placer mining is requested to meet the committee
and discuss matters with them

Mr. Rovrr, of Rossland—When this question was first
brought before this meeting I understood a suggestion was
made that the labours of the Resolutions Committee should
be lightened by having a special sub-committee formed to
attend to the placer resolutions, and another committee was
to be formed to attend to the quartz industry. We have at
tended to the first part of that, having formed a special placer
sub-committee, but we have not attended to the latter part of
it by forming a quartz committee.

Mg. CunammaN—The Committee on Resolutions said that
if the house would appoint a committee to take care of all
resolutions relating to placer mining, they would be able to
get through very nicely and keep us well employed

Moved by Mr. Bolden and seconded by Mr. Hammersley,
I'hat a committee of ten be appointed to consider the best
means of settling the disputes between capital and labour and
report

Mg. Garr—DBefore that question comes up 1 would like to
explain to the Chair and to the Convention that it is quite
possible and very probable that some questions of that nature
will come up for scussion when we are considering the
Constitution, and T would suggest therefore that this resolu

tion be handed into the Committee on Constitution and By
laws, as it may have some bearing on the subject
Motion carried.

It was moved and seconded that the Chairman appoint the
committee, and it was suggested by one of the delegates that
the committee be divided into two sections,

committee of
five representing capital, and a committee of the same num
ber representing labour, which suggestion was followed

Mg, CuamrmanN—The names are as follows: For labour
Messrs, Bolden, Brittain, Duke, McAndrews, Chris Foley
For Capital—Messrs. Drewry, Tonkin, Brownlee, Gaunce and
Hammersley. T urge upon you, gentlemen, that all those
who are interested in your proceedings be invited to co-oper-
ate with you, and T would advise vou to get together and
have a heart-to-h

art talk. You will do more to minimize
the chances of strikes than all the rest of the men in British

Celumbia could do. Tf you do your work well you will go
down to posterity as loved men. If you do it badly, the Lord

help you
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Mg, CuamkmMan—A resolution has been placed in my hands

it is thi Moved by Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Mc
Millan, that a committee of practical quartz miners be ap
pointed to deal with the questions relating to quartz mining,
and to report to this Convention

Motion carried

Mg, Frank Ricuagps—Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen. You
and
y half done your work. 1 spoke to Mr

have appointed a committee to deal with placer minit
I think you have « I
He

committee and it

put

t there was too muc do for one

son, and he
with his consent that this motion was

Mg, Ssmita Curmis—Do I understand th
carried, and that the ten you nominate will be the parties to
attend to this committec

Mg. Caamman—Yes

Moved and seconded that the

tlemen to form the quartz

committee be nominated by the delegates representing the
quartz 1 district Carried

Mg, Gar [ w ¢ chair n of the Resolution
Committee to state that if a committee were appointed to lool
after the placer mining part of it the Resolution Committee

could take charge of all the re

Mg. Gaunce—I move that this motion be rescinded, be
cause it is quite possible that every resolution for the quartz

miners will be examined by the different committees and we

will hear from them to-morrow morning, before forming a
new and larger committe nd it will save us the trouble of
preparing resolutio

Mr. Taylor seconded and the motion was rescinded
THE CENTRAL CANAD HAMBER OF MINE
Mg, D. W. Higain [ would like to call your attention to

a gentleman who is representing the Winnipeg Chamber of

Mines

would like if the gentleman could be called upon

to say a few words. It would be quite an advant to us to
have the pleasure of listening to him
Mgk, MarcoLm—Although of yourselves I have come

from a very considerable distance, having

ecen for many

years assistant secretary to the Chamber of Mines in Johan

nesburg, South Africa, and for the | [ was sec

t two year

retary also of the Central Canada Chamber of Mine [ have
doubt you have all heard of that institution. It is one of
most important institutions on this continent, combining

it does a very large number of the most prominent people
ida. I may tell you that Lord Mi

arly all the banks in (

y 18 the president

members, and many of the

merchants in the East, 1 large number of promi

nent people Now, a Chamber of Mines properly organized
1S a very important instit n, and is a great power through
out that district or country wherever it happens to be organ
ized. 1 may tell you that the institution of the Chamber of
Mines of Johannesburg, which iso adopted with certain
modifications to suit the case by the Central Chamber of
Mines 1| the confidence of the stock exchanges of London,
Pari nd the East I'he Chamber of Mines has statistical
issues not less than monthly, and these statistics give an able

minerals and various other matters connected

nce. It is a matter wl

lich requires very care

nd the sta ics issued by the Central
Canada ( ber of Minc 1s well as the Chamber of Mine
in South Africa are received without question by the financial
centres of the world, and hout some recognized literature
[ kind emanating fron urce such a
i t imy ihle to « capital and popula

e mineral resource

of Briti Ce I meeting [ attended
the i having 1 ind but you h dwelt upon
the fact of the two per cent. mining tax. T will give you an
illustration of what this tax mean Up to the year 1805 there
\ ) ( upon the mineral resources in the South

1 RECORD.

i Republic In that year a ten per cent. tax was im-
posed. Up to that time the revenue derived through the
mining industry represented so many millions of pounds
sterling annually.  When the ten per cent. tax was imposed
the result was that all the low-grade mines ceased work

listead of increasing the revenue, while it increased the rev

enue from the mining industry to about one million and three

quarter pounds per annum it had the effect of lowering the

general revenue of the country by no less than four and a

quarter millior

s per annum, and that had been progressive
ince the year 1895 up to the outbreak of the war, so you can
ce that the effect of a tax on the mineral resources of the

country is to discourage mining, and it also has the effect

of causing a decrease in the population of 30,000, and it re
duced the population of Johanne
had the effect of lowering the revenue from other source

00 per cent It also

1 do not know that I will take any more of your time I
ve letters from Messrs. Fara & Vite stating that they

vould be pleased to devote e attention to the mining
industry in this country, but that they did not deem it
visible to do so just at present as your organization was not
properly « mized and until it was properly organized, and

cognized one of the principal institutions, and until your
Sinfive: Tawa a8 Off B nd, reasonable footing, they could
find plenty of scope in South Africa for investment

Meetir here ad rned till 11:00 n

27th February, 1903, 11:00 |

Mg, CuarkMAN—I have a resolution in my hand which h
heen moved by Mr. Hirschfield and seconded by Mr. A
Gaunce, that the Convention meet at 9 am. and 8 p.m. for the
re inder of the session in order to expedite the work before

the Convention
I'he question was then put and motion carried

Mg, CuamrkMAN- ‘n order to relieve the Chairman of the

Resolution Committee I will ask you to accept his report

Resolved, That the collection by the Government of dues

in respect of timber and cordwood used by the owner upon

mines and mineral claims for mining purposes should be

Resolved, That the code signals for mine hoisting be re

productive of great hard

hips, and that the Legislature be urged to amend the same

the present excessive fee » that the same

iay conform to those prevailing in the other provinces

general practice in other provinces

icate of reputable "boiler insurance

panie
I'he present rule dopted for calculating the strength
ind safe working pressures of boilers are unusually and un
necessarily severe nd these rulc ild be altered to con
form to general engineering usage in Canada and the United
State
Resolved hat it is the opinion of this convention that the
ting to free miners' certificate hould be amended,
their failure to keep up a free miner ertificate shall not
rk forfeiture of rights acquired under it
Resolved, That for the purpose of taxation Crown granted
er claim mild be placed in the me position other
ral « s, and that the exem from the tax imposed
by section 145 of the Mineral Act should be extended to all
roups of Crown granted claims, upo iny one of which
the essment T for the whole group may have
been performed

What will you do with the report. Adopt the report and

wrd
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I'he report was adopted.
ADDRESS BY THE PREMIER

Mg. Cuamkmax—The Hon. the Premier is in the room and
I would like to know if you desire to hear from him. (Loud
applause.)

Hon. Cov. Prior—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: It gives
me the very greatest pleasure indeed to be present here to-day,
and to find such a representative gathering of British Colum-
bia men. I hear that you are not all mining men, but I do
not think that a man needs to own a mine or work in a mine
o see that he ought as a British Columbian to take an inter-
est in the mining industry. ‘T'he mining industry, in my opin-
ion, is the industry of Brifish Columbia, and although at the
present time we all know there is a certain degree of depre
sion, still 1 believe that after this meeting is over, when you
gentlemen have brought forward resolutions which you think
are for the benefit of the industry, we shall see a tremendous
boom in British Columbia. (Loud applause.) Now, gentle
men, I am not

ing to take up your time to-day this is a
business meeting, and you do not

to hear very much
from me, either as Premier of British Columbia or as Min-
ister of Mines, but I may tell you, gentlemen, that myself and
colleagues are very glad to see you in Vietoria, and to know

that such an Association as this is being formed which will put
the mining industry on a better footing. You can well under
stand that a Minister of Mines or any other officer of the
vernment sometimes finds it very hard to know what to
for the best of any industry, particularly that of the min
ing industry, as there is, as you all know, a great diversity of
opinion, even among mining men themselves as to what is best
to do f
many questions connected with that industry, but I now hope
and trust that after this meeting is over vou will be able to
tell the Government what you wish them to do to put this
industry on a proper footing. 1 must say I am sorry as a
member of the Government that yesterday you saw fit to
vote down the resolution which suggested that you would
recommend to the Government what you wanted it to do with
regard to a substitute for the two per cent. tax,

%

you. These many years you have divided on a great

Voice in audience—No, sir

Hon. Cov. Prior—I read it that way. Well, gentlemen, you
all know those who have been in conversation with me last
year on this subject that T have been against the two per
cent tax, and I have stated so publicly on all occasions, as I
do not think it is a fair tax or an equitable one—(Applause)

but what is the best thing to do in place of it T am not able
to tell you at the present moment. Now, some of you say the
Government should evolve a scheme which would give sati

faction to all. Well, gentlemen, if you go away without giv-
ing us the benefit of your opinion, T feel sure that you will
make a big mistake, for we may bring in legislation which
may not suit you, and I think you should give the Government
some idea on what lines you think that tax should be put on
the industry. You all admit you have to be taxed some way
or other. You do not think that the mining industry should
be let off and the farmers and merchants, and carpenters, ¢
are to be taxed. And T hope in vour wisdom—and
tude of counsel such as is gathered here there is wisdom

1 a mu

you will make up your minds as to what way you would like
this taxation put upon the industry, and let the Government
know what your views are before you leave If you don't
gentlemen, we will see that a more equitable tax is put on
I thank you, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, for the privilege
of speaking. You do not want any long speech, T know, but 1
may say here that my Government, my colleagues as well as
myself are fully alive to the putting of this mining industry
on the best footing possible, and we will be only too glad to

have the assistance and advice of such a representative body
of men as 1 see here to-day
Mg. SkinnNEr—TFor the benefit of Col. Prior T ask that the
Secretary read the resolution of Mr. Taylor passed yesterday
Mgr. Cuamrman—“Resolved, That with respect to the reso-
lution passed this morning dealing with the abolition of the

be understood

being opposed to a fair and equitable taxation of the min
cral industry.” The other resolution is this: “That in the
event of the repeal of the two per cent. mineral tax, this
Convention suggests and endorses as a proper basis for the

two per cent. tax, this Convention shall not

xation of working mines, that a fair tax be levied upon the
profits or dividends paid to the owners of such mines

[ would
ke to announce a couple of changes in the Victoria delega
tion. N. 8. Clarke, of Quatsino has left his proxy in the hands
f W. S. Spicer, and IHenry Croft's name is proposed for
G . McGrego who left the city last night

Mg, Hicein Before we settle down to busine

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PORTFOLIO OF MINES AT OTTAW A

Mk, Hacean, of Revelstoke—I do not intend taking up
the time of the Convention, and will simply submit this resolu
tion to you: Moved by myself and seconded by Mr. D. W
Higgins, That it is desirable in view of the great and increas
ing importance of the mining industry in Canada, th \ sep

lio of mines be established at Ottawa, in order

) in promoting the development of the mineral re

parate portfo
ources of the Dominion, and that copies of this resolution
be forwarded to Sir Wilfrid Laurier and members of the

Senate and Commons, representing t

Province, witl e

cquest that they give their support to this proposal

ik, Lugrin—I asked yesterday for the postponement of
this resolution until this morning, not because I was opposed

it, but in common with a good many others I thought it

s entitled to a little consideration, and there should he some
expression of opinion before the resolution is adopted. For
my part, I do not think that the mere passage of these reso
lutions, without an expression of opinion accompanying them,
will accomplish very much good. T think it important before
1 resolution is passed, there should be some expression of
opinion on the part of the members of this Convention as to
why they consider an important change such as this neces
iry. 1 heartily agree with what Mr. Haggan says in his
resolution in which it is alleged that the mining industry is
growing to be of very great importance, and I may point out
the magnitude of this. It is one which extends from Cape
Breton to Vancouver Island, and from the most southerly
the most northerly portion of the Dominion. T do not say
for one moment, gentlemen, that the mining industry of Can-
wda will ever be greater than the agricultural industry, but
important as it is that Canada should aspire to the position
of being a country that feeds the world with her hreadstuffs,

t still more important that she should aspire to be in a
it 1 ! [

position where her breadstuffs, with her other foods, will be
ible to supply the great resources of the country which the
world at large will use, and this can be done in no better
vay than mining. The experience of Canada in the last few
vears in regard to agriculture shows how much may be done
hy the Federal department At the first glance it does not
ippear to come under the head of Federal matter It may be

that agriculture is not a subject with which the Dominion
Government can deal, and T think the same thing will apply
with respect to mining, and T feel if the Dominion Government

takes up the question of the mining industry it can find many
vs in order that the whole policy of the Dominion shall be
ir as possible to warrant the development of this

devoted as

erv creat industry. If vou take the case of the Fisheries

Department. it may be known to you that when this (‘L part
ment was first initiated in 1867, it w done merely for the

ke of giving the Hon. Mr. Mitchell something to e Mr
d to make that department what it is to-day,
< important in Canada, and T believe the Hon
the Minister of Mine it Ottawa  could make mining
p portant departments of the Federal Gov
ernment. Tt is also true that in Sir John Macdonald’s time,

the principle of establishing a mining hurean was discounte

Mitchell procee

panced hy him, as he thought the geological survey was do

ing all the work necessary in the interest of that department
it the time Sir John A. Macdonald was
but things have changed

That was quite true

supposed to express that opinion
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since then. We know that the mining industry of this coun-
try will take a position only second, if second to that great
. and therefore 1 think that this Con-
ird to Ottawa its gest possible

department should be added to

mdustry of agric

vention should send f

recommendation that sucl
the FFederal Government

Dr. Sincramg—We are asking the Government something
beyond our jurisdicti We know that when the B, N. A
Act was framed that the whole of that was left in the hands of
the Province, and that is where our provincial rights come in,
and if the Federal Government should come in and tread upon
provincial rights now in this Province, I fancy there is no

npossible for them to come into the Province and interfere
ith u We can ask them to give us aid in the way of money,

ut they cannot interfere with the legislation of the Province

tl

we had a Minister of Mines, with a portfolio at Ottawa,
here could he operate In the Yukon Territories alone
ere there is no provincial autonomy, and I do not think
it the intelligence of this meeting would expect the Gov-
rnment to establish a bureau of mines in the Yukon Terri-

I'hat is the true condition of affairs. 1 for one

h to nd in the position of asking for something

1 uncor utional, and 1 oppose the suggestion that
meeting should approach the Government to ask that it

Mr, P. J. Pearson, of Chemaimtts, a member of the E

cecutive Committee,

representing Miners and Prospectors interests.

one who would more quickly bring the Government to
task than the gentleman who has just spoken. I maintain
if you look over the British North America Act we find
that the question of royalties on mines is left entirely in the

of the Governmer

f the Province It is all very

or us as an intelligent convention such as we are, repre-

sentatives from all parts of the Province, to ask something
of the Dominion Government which is beyond their power
to give, and besides, it is not fair for the Dominion to come

in and interfere with the Minister of Mines of this Province.
All we ask of the Dominion Government is for them to give
us their aid in matters of money or legislation. I say it is

folio of mines where they have no right
his. It is on these grounds that 1 oppose this

to establish

R G would like to hand Dr. Sinclair a copy of
the B. N. A. Act, and I defy him to find anything that is

lverse to my motion

I'he question was then put and carried.

mr. Gaunce—I move that the resolutions contained in the
report of the Resolutions Committee be now taken up seria-
tim. Carried.
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TIMBER DUES ON MINERAL CLAIMS

I'he first resolution was as follows Resolved, |h
collection by the Government of dues in respect of
and cordwood cut and used by the owner

and mineral claim lor muning  purpo:

upon his own mines

ses  she 1 be di
continued.”
Mg. LiviNGgsToN, of Duncans—I move an amer

the word “smelters” be added.

Mg Fuiiekton, of Vietoria—Does that apply to the
mming. 1 think that coal mines o1
pay some kind of a tax.

Capt. LiviNGgsToN-THoMPsON, of Victoria—With referer

to that I would like the mover to plain  how ¢

going to get the revenue that arises
dues. We saw what happened yester
got up at the beginnin,
tax, and he asked the ¢

those cordwood
n Mr. McGregor

of the discussion of the two per cen

tion what was to be proposed in lic
thereof, and in the morning we promptly voted

v the abolity

of the two per cent. tax, and in th
amended it. Now, it does 1

this way without y explanation by the mover

alternoon we pra

5 1n

do to pass these resolutior

There is no doubt but that the feeling of t
that the mining industry does not want 1t

where such taxation is just, and under
there are mines in this Province whicl

108€¢ CIrg 1stance

h are run, and they have
to pay for coal to run them. Now, it is only just and fair
that the Government should get some reasonable revenue out
of the timber resources, or the timber that is to be used, and

unless the mover and seconder can show some means where
by the taxes can be levied that arise from this other source,
I think this motion should not be put.

Dk, SincLaik—As mover of this resolution I take the posi
tion that we are asking something from the Government
which is only fair. We are approaching the Government for
the purpose of having them relieve us from the taxes that are
levied upon timber that goes to the development of the mine
upon which that timber grows. I do not hold the opinion
that it is my duty or the duty of this Convention to formulate
a plan by which the Government can make up the taxes some
other way. We would be here eternally if we did that. The
Government of this Province is wise and strong enough to
find a remedy, and it is in their hands that the whole matter
rests, 1 do not think it is fair for us to state what course
they shall take, and for that reason [ do not care to discuss
it, but I hold it is in the mining interests that all matter
of this kind, such as taxation upon timbers that go to the
development of the mining property, that there should be no
taxation in order to help the mining industry. We are here
to aid the mining industry, and that is one way we can do
it by framing these resolutions, and so far making up a
plan to help the Government in framing a tax in lien of the
present unjust taxation, it is not our business to do so, but
it is their business to find their remedy. We all know that
the Province is in a bad shape. 1 have every sympathy with

the Government of this Province, for I know they have
difficulty in finding sufficient resources to meet the

great
expendi
tures in many directions, yet at the same time, gentlemen
it is our business to ask that we be relieved of a taxation
when it tends to keep back the progress and development of
our mining industry. (Hear, hear.)

Carr. Cuive PuiLuiers-WorLey, of Saanich—I r to say
but a few words on this resolution. It seems to me that we
settled the question yesterday that the mining industry did not
wish to be relieved of taxation, and yet the very first thing I
hear of again to-day is another tax to be taken off the mining
industry. Now, gentlemen, we know that if this tax is going
to be taken off, it is going to be put on to somebody else,
and speaking for the farmers, that will not go with tiiem. We
were invited to come into this meeting and take part because
we were told that a body of intelligent men connected with
the mining industry were to be present here, and their idea
was to instruct those poor fools of politicians and initiate
them into the mysteries of mining; but gentlemen, you don't

u cul the muung mdustry i the

Liovuse, L muing men i your cabinet, or
ming who understand anything about

your requirement I'herefore you y Well, we will go

down to Victoria and teach them something about it, and

every man who has opened his mouth so far has said ths
W il a these n to take oft our ta but ¢ not

¢ 1 C to wil they are to do, or

they going to get i return What « ol

We 1 u to take off a great deal of r taxe
1 1t revenue ot t 'r e, yet, you Id « S
e will 1 vhat to d gentlemen, | say, not

d it 1s not what one would expect from such
rong body of mining men as 1 see before me to-day.
IR, GALT—1 he 15 made that the people mter
ed ining, t olution, are asking to be
eved of something t esent by law is imposed
ipon tl ['he ve to that 1 s | understand it
Lhe p n the nment has no
riel 1 \ tever, Lo « 1pon ¢ owners of

el clan ich ¢ Lre n ranted, )y pay tumpage

1 nber. That i 1 unc tand it. [ did not know

1at the matter 1S coming 1 or | might have been
n a position to quote the sections of the But, gentlemen
ere 15 the the Mineral Act ich relates to the
jatter—Section 26. (Reads ) It is manifest from that sec

tion that the owners of mineral claims and Crown granted
claims are not liable to taxation for the timber cut upon their
claims at all, and when the Government send their collector

round to collect dues for this timber they are simply collect

mething to which they have no right whatever Ihis
formulated merely for the purpose of checking
the memory of the Government on the point that they are

1
resoluti

\ttempting to collect dues to which they have no right what
ever. I do not know that any more can be said on the sub
ject We all realize the difficulty under which the mine
owners are placed. The mine owners read that Act and cut

wwi trees for the purpose of mining, and then the collector
comes around and asks for stumpage, and [ say, gentlemen,
that is a very great injustice, and we are only asking the
Government to apply that law which the Legislature in the
past has laid down

Mg. Emery, of Victoria—As I understand the last speaker,
the only grievance put forward is that these gentlemen should
be relieved from paying a tax, which is illegally levied upon
them, but that resolution does not put it that way. It asks
to be relieved of dues on any timber. [ would therefore ask
that that on be amended. As I understand the reso
lution it does not state the timber on those particular claims,
ind until that is altered T will oppose it, as it is against the
interest of the Province that the timber of this Province can
be taken off and used for mineral purposes to the extent that
that resolution will be allowed to go, but T think it is only
practicable and reasonable that any man who owns a mine
should be allowed to use the timber on that property. Take
the hydraulic miners, for instance. A good deal of that tim
ber will have to be cut down and the timber will lay there and
go to waste, and it would be ridiculons to say that that man

cannot use it without paying a tax or duty I say in that
case the man should be free of royalty, and in the case of tim
\im it is often in the road. T will support that

ber on the \
resolution if it is altered, so that it clearly sets out that i

only applies to the property owned by the mine owne
Otherwise. T think it is against the interest of this Province

ction of royalty on

together. This law applying to the col

timher is unfair. not only to the miner but to the f\rn.\:-'
A man can take up land in this Provinee and cut all his tim
ber down and burn it, and pay no tax, but if he gets a com
pany to come in and clear up his land and cut down the
timber and thus assist him to clear his farm, he has to pay
dutv. Now. gentlemen, T think this is a very practical resolu-
tion as amended. but otherwise, it is certainly very much
against the best interest of this Province

M. Frumerrert—I] would just like to say for the infor
mation of Mr. Galt that there is another clause in the old
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Mur. Hewman, of Phamx— 1 move an amendment i th
respect Fhat the wood that s cot and used on Crown grant
ed claims must be used upon the claims upon which the wood

Mu. Howse It seems o me that a suggestion s qmite n

order We are makimg a reduction o the  revenne of th
Province.  Could you not put i a clanse giving us a4 rebate
m the taxes collected m the past?  (Laughter,)

e resolution was adopted

MINE HOISTING AND THE SIGNAL Com

M. Couameman — The next motion is that the code nal

lor nune howsting be repealed

Yoo Smclanr moved the adoption ot this resolution

M. Seaman—1 wish to state that 1| am st

to this resolution. We have mines that are working a

e, and there are men continually 1

v the shatt operatin

those I you go to work a repeal this law every
new manager or superintendent can come along and say -
e gomg o estabhish a new code ol \ LN | |
present signals now mouse we have not had a gre n
werdent unply becanse these men have their ears tramed
to that extent that they know then nal Now, 1f 1oare
romg to change that code and are gomg to put those men on
thewr usual shalt under the new code, you wi nd that hifty
of these men are apt to make a mistake, and they wil ol
wnal that they have not bheen used o und wha il e the
result You mmmediately are confronted with the i I
e you are going to bring o a change of signal e un
fortunate s gomg to pay for ot with las hie \ man
navigate v oship ha vocode of signals, and of von chan
s signals what 15 gomg to be the result \nd the m

with a ranlway I am asking this for the beneit of the worl
mg miner of the Provinee of Bratish Columbia, 1 oask yon
to let this present code stand. What 1s their object i askin

to have this repealed Here you are, gentlemen, different
lelegates  from different places i the Provinee, and o
know we have had serions acerdent Now if you repeal thi

code you will have still more v foreman, and |

might say to my men under me vonew code hut

he has been used to a certaimn o gomg to be very

hard for him to adopt himself to

ong I have seen

i

engmeers who have made mistakes i using a new «

they have never come round any more, and now yon

o go o work and substitute this code, and let every Tom
Dick and Harry come along and make new codes without any
regard for the men's hives on the shaft Now entlemen
this 1s the first thing that the working miner has asked for
md T owant y gentlemen to act on that, and 1 say, gentle
nen, it would be a most dangerons thing to leave the mn

without a general code of signals, and as our present code
vorks all ht, what is the use of changing it> Now. gen
tlemen, let this code stand as it i I want you, gentlemen
o vote agamst this resolution if yvou wish to ork in thd

nterests of the working miner

Mg, Axpegson, of Slocan— 1 am a working miner, and 1
heartily endorse the sentiments of Mr. Seaman from Rossland
Ine working miner has at all times danger to contend witl

even under the most urable circumstances, and when he

erstood

has a code of signals, which

vy every engi

cer throughout the Provinee, what reason cam vou advance

for changi i I'hey have hecome ceustomed to using
these signals, and as the previous speaker ha t saud, if
vou go to work and change these signal, any Tom, Dick or
Harry can « \ nd say to his engineer, “lere is a
ew code of signal I'his 15 a mistake, and 1T cannot under
ind what ect any n can have in bringing in a re¢

iion such as this is, and 1 am directly opposed to it, and |

wpe that this Convention will vote it down

Mg Kmkny—1 wish to second the resolution, and

iy a few words in favour of the resolution I'his present

. I would say, is something adopted about tw
vears ago, and it has been a very sore point with mine mar

wers and engineers, and those who have been responsible for
the consequences of mine hoisting.  The trouble with the siy

nal code 15 that it has been a question has not been

properly understood, it swethin ke tle md regu
wons for rummng a ranlway I he question you will have to
decule 15 1o | e udgment yon | take for operating
the best trams on the ratlway Will you take the judgment
i those who are at the head and are responsible  for  the
dmmistration of those rule " il you take the judgment
b the employees here and  there thronghout the different
part I the road You must take either one or the other

Ieoas o techmeal question, and the trouble s that ot has been

very much misunderstood Ihe wpression prevanl I know,
from the speakers who have just addressed you, that in op
posig the signa de they are opposing something that will

wan a great benefit 1o the poor miner and keep him from

! ntlemen, let

cing crippled and injured. In the first place

u that every acerdemt hich hap

ens 1o the poor

miner the nm Oy e more anxion 1o vored
i weident than perhaps the n

means that they do not wish to in

\ \ 1 ms of mon kit md |
\ 1 romanager
uld want 1o operate the haft ible way
I speal | ! | | Provinee
nl 1 peak as o mining engineer of many years' stand
’ pecia il mine hoistin I e
uble with the sign I this, that you mot get 1y
le which will apply to mines, without injuring and
nean 1 rk n 1w of these mine In the fi
place, the estion of the signal code might aid the Go
Vhat they have to do with the hoisting is simply
hased upon right of adding to the safety of the employee
\ government | he right to do that Now, the wdea ha
prevanled e ifowe get a umiform code it wonld in

crease the safety, and unfortunately the Government has taken

this idea withomt ny to the higure I'he way to get at
the facts 1s to take a hst of the mine accidents which are
published m all the principal district f the world You
vill find  that mall  percentage of accidents in
the world are cansed by signal Out of that small per
entage 1 do not know in my long experience as a mining

engineer of a case in which an accident caused by
wn vould have heen prevented by the use of a uniform
code. T do not know of one case. 1 have asked many mine
managers and they have been unable to name single case
where the acerdent would not have been due to that A very
few accidents are ascribed to that cause, and those accidents
vorr will find when the mistake 15 made occur in another
way It occurs hecanse the rope or the electric wires or
the belt in some way does not worl It may be that it misse
v ospoke I'he n making the signals has not made a mi

\
take m sounding the number of bells, but the communications

have given away, or he has not pressed hard enough, or it
may be that the engineer does not hear the bells correctly on
count of two*signals coming up from the different side

f the shaft or her reason I'he

reason that this
present code ha ronsed so much opposition is that it was
not prepared in the proper way by consulting with expert
responsible for that cla of work In its heing prepared
1s taken fron very large and complicated signal cod
¢ which more or |l was a boteh taken from different
e imd one which in our deliberate judgment increased
tly the danger of hoisting I do not wish to work on a
f here that code is in operation.  Tf that signal code
1 have nal code to lessen these dangers, but as an
these mines.  What ohjeet would T have in our own practice
n increasin he danger of the miner Does it save us a
tollar of « nse not to have this signal code? Tt does not
ve us one dollar What object have T to kill men or in
ure them when every accident costs our company thousands
dollar I triust yvon will not consider T have any ulterior

motive in view when T say that the present signal code in
reases the danger of mines I'here is no doubt but that you

uld have as ignal code to lessen these dangers, but as an
expert 1 set to work deliberately to see if T could devise one

o e
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ly without injuring the men in
g to expense, and 1 gave it up.
ine is unsuitable to a small one,
mine under certain conditions is
ferent means of operat-

your nam r » 1 beg of you that whatever your wish

wish to abolish the code altogether,

I ac e that more workable I think it ought
to be abolished I think the Government ought to direct
Its attention to ircrea the safety of mines, and if, gen
tlemen, you decide to abolish this code altogether 1 would ad-

vise that you ask the Government to reform it by calling in
a commission of experts who have made a special study of
this subject

Mg. Heioman, of Phaenix—In proposing to resist the reso
lution which has been offered before this meeting, I do so
on behalf of the working miner. We are the men who must
stand the results of these mistakes, and we have the right to
every consideration before this Convention, and the consid
eration we are asking for is simply that we have a uniform
it this Province
in the hands of
that simple code. We are asking nothing unreasonable We
are asking

code of signals used in hoisting throt

where our lives as a matter of fact are

conditions that impose no extra work or hard
ship upon these companies, and we ask you to g
generous pport in opposing this resc

1tion

Mg, Seaman—We heard Mr. Kirby from Rossland, and
he told you of the hardship of this work, and he told you
that this present code was a botch. Now, I ask you if that is
the kind of botch you can make for the safety of the working
man, the more botches you make the better we shall like you
[he only accidents we had up at Rossland were
caused by a man who could not run a wheelbarrow on the
streets of Victoria, and to-day he is an outcast ['hat is the
only accident since this code has been in operation, and that

was simply because the man who was placed there was no
w, gentlemen, I hope that you will let the code
til they can invent something better. I am

ergineer

sign
like the man from Missouri. 1 want you to show me first
whether you can improve it or not

Mg. TownseEnp—As the mover of the resolution I want
give you my reason for doing so, and I have it directly from
some of the engineers in the Rossland camp that there are
points existing in the present code which are unwieldly,
and they would like them amended. 1 would not ask you to

take the code out of existence altogether, but to put in one

which will work better than this does.

Mg. F. Ricuarps, of Vancouver—I think that one thing the
Convention is for is to hear the views of working miners, and
we cannot do anything better than bringing together the work
g miners, t

1e mine owners and the mining engineers, and
let them settle this question, and we | adopt their views

Mgr. J. B. Horson—As a miner of thirty-five years’' experi
ence both in deep quartz mines and deep placer mines worked
by the drifting process, I claim it is most necessary to have a

proper code of signals that will protect the miner from the
danger attending his work in deep mines, and 1 claim if the

code.in force is not a satisfactory one, which will give greater

protection to the miners and less inconvenience to the mine
owner, a better one should be adopted. The present code

1 remain in force until such time as a better one is
formulated

Mg. Howse—I was warned by Mr. McBride, the Minister
f Mines at the time this code was passed, and who I may say
secured the passage of the code, that this question would come
up before the Convention ['hey took the greatest care to
go through the different mining camps of the United States,
Minnesota, Colorado, and other States, in order to gather
all the available information necessary as a basis of forming
this code, and then they put it into shape. They printed
those circulars containing all this information, and sent those
copies to every mining camp in British Columbia. There were
some 1,300 circulars sent out from the Mining Department

G RECORD.

t that time, and the only objection which came to that code
from Mr. Kirby himseli, and the suggestion he made was

dopted in that code

Mg. Gaunce—This thing resolves itself very simply in my
nind, and it is just this—if the men whose lives are involved
in this matter are satisfied with the present code, I think it
is the least we can do to gratify their wish, and vote that
resolution down

Mgr. Kiesy—I rise, by way of explanation, to explain the
|
11 1

tement whi st been made, that this code of signals

vas framed mainly upon my advice and upon my suggestions

I would say that that was a subject of a public altercation,

was made in the newspapers dur

ind the explanation
ing the controversy w some eighteen months or two years
ago. 1 then showed my views clearly by publishing the en
tire correspondence, and showed that the signal code had been
dopted in the face of our protest and against our arg
: to bear, and

nents,

ind agawst every argument we could br

igainst the policy of having such a signal code. We ex
plained in every way to the Minister of Mines and the Min
eralogist that the code was unnecessary, and I might state not
only myself but the entire British Columbia Mine Owners’
Association at that time joined in protesting against this code,
ind in our opinion the better judges of that code are those

who should have designed it, and those who have to be

responsible for the life and safety of the miner are better

dges than the men underground who do not have to deal
with these technical engineering problems I'he shaft is the
most delicate part of the mine. Upon it all the safety de

pends, and we gave it as our united protest that we were
wwainst this signal code, and therefore it is not right to give
this Convention the impression that I was in any way respon
sible for this code as it stands now. I did everything a hu
man being could do at the time to prevent its being

enforced

Mgr. Duke—The great majority of mine managers and
mine owners are strictly against any code signals. You will
go to any of the large mines in Colorado and Butte where
there are all the way from 300 to 350 men working in the
mines. In the working of these mines timber is required
daily to be moved from place to place on very short notice,
and the idea of having a code of signals, in my estimation and
in the estimation of every working man, is for the safety of
yw, if there is no code of signals, what are we

the miner
to do? Their idea in not having a uniform code is simply
to get vou out of the road to do something else, and to get
the work done more quickly. 1 believe in working expedi
, but T don’t believe in expediting this work at the cost
of the very life blood of the working miner. It seems to me

to be a very strange problem that these gentlemen do not

want to give us a code of signals, We are satisfied with the
code we have at present if they never give us anything better,
ind you and I who have had to work for years in mines
ire not supposed to know what we do want. Now, gentle-
men, if you had to work on a mining property, wouldn’t you
1als hung up? If there is no code of

ant to see a code of s

0 s. ho vou to know what bell is given you or any-
thing else gentlemen, just so long as there is a code
of | is reasonable and just, T believe in leaving

it alone. If any of those mine managers can give us any-
thing better, let them do so, but let us have the substitute
before we abolish the nal as it stanc

now

Mgr. Smita Curtis—I wish to bring in an amendment
which T think will get over the difficulty—"“That the Gov-
ernment be urged to immediately obtain all necessary informa
tion and advice from both miners and mine owners to amend
the code of mine signals, so as to make it as perfect and safe

as possible.”

Mr. Rovt, of Rossland—I have much pleasure in seconding
that amendment. It is clearly not the wish that the mines
of the Province should be allowed to go on without a code
of signals. That, T take it, is too monstrous a proposition
for any reasonable and humane man to entertain for a minute,
and above all things this Association has shown itself to be

e Mt A M
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I'he resolution was laid on the table
SALE OF CROWN GRANTED CLAIMS FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES
Mg, CaarkMAN—The next item proposed is as follow
“Resolved, That owners of Crown granted mineral claim
sold for taxes should have the same right of redemption for
six months as is accorded to all other owners of Crown
granted or other lands sold for taxes
Mr. GaLr—The position is, if anyone owns land through

out this Province, and fails to pay taxes within a re
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I'he motion w irried
KEE MINERS' CERTIFICATES AND THE FORFEITURE CLAUSES
Mer. CHAIRMAN I'he next resolution bhefore the Conver
tion is

“Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention that the

w relating to free miners’ certificates should be amen

so that failure to keep up a free miner's certificate sh

work forfeiture of risks acquired under it
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Mr. Lugrin moved the adoption of the resolution

Mg, SKINNER, of Atlin
ried, what would be the good of having free miners’ certifi-
cates at all? Why not do away with that altogether?

1 beg to ask if this motion 1s car-

Mi. CHalkmaN—In the State of Washington the rule is
that if you take out the certificate on the zoth June you pay
$10, and 1f you don't take it out on the 3oth June and take it
out on the 3rd September, you pay $12.50, and if you take it
out on the 3ist September you pay $15; on the 3oth March
it costs you $17.50, and 1f you don't take it out until the fol
lowing June you pay $ I'hat 1s the way 1
State of Washington; it 1

i1s done n the
made a progressive fine,

Mr. Frank Ricuarps, of Vancouver—I1 beg to second that
motion. 1 think it is in the interest of prospectors that
they should not lose their claims, and 1 know men who have

not been able to pay their

it at the tume, and the Gov

ernment would not lose if they ced $2.50, say, to
pay down, and $2.50 a few months afterward

Mr. Ranp, of Vancouver-—You are quite right, Mr. Chair
man, about the taking out of the certificates on the 3oth June,
but there 1s no progressive ti you mention if he takes

it out the following year

Mgr., CuaikmMaAN—The reason 1 gave you the information
I happened to be the se
incorporated under the laws

in regard to this is simply becausc
retary of a company which was
of the State of Washington,
receiving my notice I, in my innocence, sent on a cheque for
$10, and they very politely sent the
my having delayed the payment, and they stated
if 1 sent $15 1 would get my free miner’s certificate. There is
no free miner's certificate, but it is a certificate which serves

nd it was some little time after

cheque back to me, on

wccount ol

the same purpose..

Mg. MortiMer Lamp—I will move an amendment to this
effect I'he penalty clauses in the Mineral Act be so amend
ed that complete forfeiture is not the punishment for non
with any small technicality. 1 do not think,
speaking to that motion, that as a matter of fact many claims
wre forfeited by the miner failing to take out his certificate
in time, but a great many claims are forfeited, upon which
large sums have been spent, by both individuals and com
panies, for failure to record assessment work within the speci
fied time, and while we want to see the regulations and the
requirements of the Act respected, yet it is not right that a man
investing in this country in good faith should be subjected to
such a penalty as complete forfeiture of his property. There
are several cases of mining companies, as many of you know
—1 can mention several—that have met with that difficulty
I'hey have left their affairs in the hands of agents, who have
perhaps the recording of the assessment work,
and they would cither have to lose their property or they
would have to pay large sums to the man who held them up,
and I think instead of a complete forfeiture you should insert
some clause in the Act on the system of cumulative penal
ties. That is, if
on a certain date he will receive a notification from the Min
ing Recorder, who should keep a record of the time when the
issessment dues should be paid, and he should notify the
owner of the claim. Say your assessment was due on a cer
tain day, and you had not paid it, you would be subjected to
a fine of wnd then again, he would notify you that you
owed $10 if it was not paid within a later date and so on,
until up to the end of six months, and then at the end of the
ix months if the fine was not paid you would lose your pro-
perty, and would not deserve to have it. We want to do the
- the miner, and I therefore move an amend
ition which covers the whole ground
feiture is not imposed by the
technical requirements of the Act

comphiance

neglected

a man does not report his assessment work

square thing
ment to the resol
I'hat complete fo
pliance with the
T'avLor, of Nelson—I support very heartily the
motion that is before the meeting. 1 may say many times in
my profession have I noticed the evils resulting from for-
feiture of mineral claims by not taking out a free miner’s

non-com

Mr. S. S

I could quote you instances where by mere acci-

license
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dent men have lost valuable property or valuable interests in
property, and it has passed to their co-owners. A gentleman
from Vancouver says, “What protection has the Government
if you pass this resolution?” The Government need not allow
any man to report any annual work or file any claim until that
man has taken out that free miner’s license. e has to report
his work every year or he loses his claim, and if he does not
report it as a free miner he has to take out a free miner's
But, gentlemen, to say that man loses his whole
mineral claim because he happens to be somewhat negligent,
or sick, or up in the hills tied up with snow, it is a piece of
rank legislation. 1 do not wish to use these words in an
offensive sense, but it is a mistake to have such legislation,
and in doing business with miners and prospectors | have
found that it bears very unjustly upon 1#1|~ class of people.

Mk, GaLt—I not only concur in what my friend, Mr. Tay
. has just said, but I desire to corroborate him, and say that

license

1

in my experience as a professional man in Rossland, in the

days when we did not have so many prospectors as we have
now almost every sitting of the court was taken up with quar-
which almost wholly depended upon this
certificate Now, when you
very simple. We
ind he has his_free min
that claim perhaps to
ipposes has a free miner’s certificate,
1 day

rels and dispute
very question of free miner
come to think of how that comes about it is
will say A locate
but after
a friend of his who he
but who by accident or forgetfulness has let it run out

a mineral claim

er’s certificate, while he sell

before. Well, that man sells the land to someone else, and
very often that particular mineral claim goes through four,
five or six different hands, and eventually reaches a state

through the process of development when it becomes a valu
able property, and then a man of means or company takes
hold of it, and immediately some sort of litigation is started,
and that places the existing owner in the position of having
to prove his title to that claim, and in proving his title T need
not say, Mr. Chairman, that of course he has to go back to
the very origin of his titlee He has to show that the claim
was properly and legally located, and that every transfer
down to the time he took possession of the property was
legally carried out, and if there is a single flaw in that chain
of title, whether by the absence of a free miner’s certificate or
recording the work, if he fails in one single particular to
prove his title, his title is man who perhaps
never had any interest in it at all would simply search the
books and discover some irregularity like that and he would
be let into the possession of that valuable mineral claim. He
would be what we call a “jumper,” and T do not think there
would be any difficulty in the Government, aided as they are
by the Attorney-General, who knows all the facts relating
to these matters, in framing a Mineral Act both as regards
the free miner’s certificate and also with regard to this annual
assessment, which would be satisfactory to all concerned
The question was put and the motion-carried

gone, and a

TAXATION OF MINERAL CLAIMS

Mg. CuairkmaN—"The next resolution is as follows
Resolved, That for the purpose of taxation Crown grant-
ed mineral claims should be placed in the same position as
sther mineral claims and that the exemption from the tax
imposed by section 145 of the Mineral Act should be ex
tended to all groups of Crown granted claims, upon any one

of which claims the assessment work for the whole group
may have been performed.”
Mg, Beryea—I would like to say that the suggestion for

that resolution came in unsigned, and I do not know nor the
committee does not know who suggested it. I think the gen-
tleman who suggested it should rise and move it, if only for
the purpose of moving the discussion on the resolution

Mg. W, L. Hi, of Nelson—I beg to move the adoption of
that resolution. 1 would like someone to speak to it. It seems
to e a little unreasonable that when we bring before the
meeting any question of what we consider injustice that we
should be oppose This is a very simple matter as I under
stand, and the principle is as set out in that resolution. It
was never intended that when a company was operating a

Pk, ot
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group of claims they should go to work and put $200 worth
of work on each claim. As long as they were doing that
amount on one claim, that is all that should be required, and
it should count just the same.

Dr. Sinclair seconded the resolution.

Mg. GaLt—May I say one word with respect to this reso-
lution, in suport of Mr. Leslie Hill's motion. The clause
In question is section 145 of the Mineral Act. That is a per-
fectly clear enactment, and, as I understand, the objection
which Mr. Hill raises to it is this. Supposing a man has
three or four Crown granted mineral claims, and does all his
work on one of them, and the assessor steps in and says: “We
will allow you to be free of taxation because you have spent
$200 on that claim, but as regards those four or five claims
which really form part of your group, we are going to col-
lect 25 cents an acre off them.” That does seem to be an
injustice because if a man owns a group composed of several
mineral claims and does more work than $200 worth of work
in respect to these several claims on one claim alone, surely
the Government requirements have been complied with, and
he should not be called upon to pay this other 25 cents an
acre on the other claims, as he has already paid that on thi
one single claim

T'he question was then put and motion carried

Mg. CuamrmAN read the draft Constitution and By-laws o
the Association, and after much discussion and several amend-
ments all the clauses to Section 8 were adopted

Mg, CuatrMAN—(Sec. 8.) This Association shall be non-
political and shall have nothing whatever to do with labour
problems.”

Mg. BoLpen, of Victoria—I ask that this be left open.
There is an opinion that it will destroy the work which the
committee has in hand if this is brought up and discussed at
the present time. In other words, they will be unable to report
on the work you have given them to do, and perhaps there
is an amendment to that which will enable them to bring in
some report dealing with disputes. I ask, therefore, that this
stand over.

Mg. CnairmaN—You had better move that it be laid on the
table

Mg. BoLpEn—I move that this section be laid over.

Mg. Emery, of Victoria—I think we should hear from some
of the working miners in the Upper Country so that we can
get their opinion; also some of the mine managers. This
was moved by practically an outsider that this committee was
formed in the first place, and if this* committee can do any-
thing to settle labour disputes they will be doing a great work,
and if it is the wish of this Convention that that clause carry
as it 1s now, | do not see that there is any reason why we
should go on with this committee work

Mr. Dukg, of Rossland—In that clause of the Constitution
it says that this Convention is to have nothing to do with
labour. According to that, what is the use of this Convention
(Cries of “No, no.") It means that it shall have nothing
to do with labour.

Mgr. CuamrmaNn—Labour problems

Mg. Duke—Now, gentlemen, as a matter of fact what is
this Convention called for? You are representing the mining
industry, or in other words, what are you representing? Is
it not capital? THas not that been the cry of the .whole meet
ing, that we shall have something to do, we will revive the
mining industry, and bring capital into the country, and just
so soon as you take up the clause that you have passed here
for this meeting to adopt, you are simply taking the bone and
muscle of the mining industry away from it, and you will
practically withdraw it from your institution. T have author-
ity to say that you will lose over 3,000 miners, if you state
that you have nothing to do with labour problems. You say
you want your Association to be non-political. Well, gentle-
men, when you go to work and represent capital, you are in
politics to a certain extent and T ask that you delegates give
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this matter your undivided attention, and have a proper debate

on it, and a fair representation from everywhere in the
Province.

Mg. Curis Forey, of Vancouver—Il heartily endorse the
position taken by Mr. Duke in this matter. 1 feel that the
labour question is so bound up in the mining industry of this
country that this body cannot afford to ignore it, and 1 feel that
it is the duty of this body to introduce the measure and have
this committee go on with their work and endeavour to send
i some report of some means by which these continuous

strugg

es between capital and labour may be averted. Now,
you say you don't want to introduce politics into this body

im not in favour of going into political discussions, but you
cannot introduce anything into this organization that is not
in a sense political, and while 1 do not tavour a Board of Con
pulsory Arbitration, up to two years ago I was an urgent
advocate of the Compulsory Arbitration Board, and I have
ost all faith in the government of this country in the enforce-
ment of its laws, yet at the same time I consider that this

body should have a Board of Investigators, and 1T would urge
that such a board he appointed to go into this question. You
have | ippearing in the daily papers from Mr. Tonkin,
vho states that the miner is deserving of no sympathy, and
n the other hand I have a report issued by the miners which

contradicts in every particular the statements made by Mr
Fonkin. N

whic

w, questions of this kind are certainly questions

interest this body, and 1 therefore believe you should
support the motion here and permit the committee to formu
late some plan by which we may have peace in this country in
the f{
ing man and the mine manager, but it also affects the business
men, who are as directly interested in this matter as we are,

ture. 1t does not alone affect the interest of the labour

and the business men have heen very neglectful of their duty
1 believe it is their duty, as well as ours, to see that some
thing should be done to find out who is to blame in the
premises if we are not in a position to settle those disputes

Mg. BrowNLEE—We have just had the pleasure of listening
to four of the committee appointed on the labour question
from the labour point of view, and T am glad indeed to hear
them voice their opinions, and T can assure the gentlemen if
this question is to be introduced to this committee to make a
report, from the experience we have had of these gentlemen
we have nothing to fear whatever. They apparently want to
put their grievances forth in a calm, dispassionate and mild
way, but on the other hand we feel they are strong on their
side. We do not feel that we are particularly weak, but we
have not had a single voice on this side, from the side of capi
tal, in this Province to say whether they wished to hack up
this question or not. Now, I believe there is only one large
employer—a capitalist on the committee on the other side—the
manager of the large Fernie mine, and T would like to-day
to have an expression of opinion from the large employers of
labour’s side—Mr. Flumerfelt and others—as to whether they
vish this matter taken up. If it is the policy of this Conven-
tion not to consider the labour question, let us know now. If
we are to take it up we want to take it up earnestly, solemnly
and honestly. T am simply the secretary of the committee
wnd T am willing to wait over here to-morrow, Sunday, Mon
day or any length of time to do my duty. Now, T shall ask
some of my friends on the side of capital, representatives of
employers of labour, to express themselves on this question,
and let us know whether they wish this committee to go on
ind bring in their report

Mg, HemMmAN—T just wish while on this subject to call
your attention to one particular instance as to whether the
sstion of labour and capital is of material interest to both
capital and labour. To-day we are confronted, in the Koote
nays and the Boundary country, by the Fernie strike, which
attects the manager, the mine owner and the lahourer, and
this means that 40,000 or 50,000 people engaged in the mining
industry will have to stop work, which will mean a great loss
Now, it shows like this, that the lahour question is material
to the mining man as well as to the lahourers. If such con-
ditions can arise, as confront us to-day in that country there
that a dispute between labour and capital can close down our
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Carr. WoLLey, of Saanich—I cannot understand the posi-
tion which has just been taken by the gentleman from Cari-
boo. I agree entirely with the gentleman that if you have
these questions brought up you might as well let this clause
stand as it was in the first instance. We understood this
meeting was to be called for the benefit of the mining indus-
try in British Columbia in ridding it of those things which
at the present moment are making it a failure, and there are, 1
believe, three things which are harped about more than any
other., These three things, as I understand them, are the two
per cent. taxation, which has been satisfactorily disposed
of; another was the question of advising incompetent
legislatures as to how they ought to act, which you have
refused to do, and the third was the discussion and settlement
of the labour problem. Now, if you are going to take up the
one thing which is easy and which will benefit you and you
are going to burk the two great questions before you, namely,
the question of a substitute for this two per cent. tax, and the
settlement of these labour troubles, which is at the real bot-
tom of all this trouble connected with the mining industry,
then | do not think the Association is worth a hill of beans
You have been telling us that you cannot get capital inter-
ested in London to take up the development of the mining
industry in this country because of your mining tax. Now,
the gentlemen who have spoken about it are not the only ones
who have been to London. I have been to London also, and
do you know what the gentlemen whom [ have seen and
spoken with on the Stock Exchange te!ll me? They say thiy
don't want anything to do with British Columbia because
you have had such unstable governments. Now, gentlemen,
if you are going to put the Government in the hole by tak-
ing off taxes and you are not going to assist them by finding
a substitute for your tax, then you are going to continue hav
ing unstable governments which will hurt you more than
any two per cent, tax will do. That is the second thing, and,
gentlemen, the next question is the question of labour. You
know the best way to deal with any man is to meet him face
to face. I know the labour men and have been amongst them,
though I am no labour man. Now, gentlemen, I am
a British Columbian with a lot of money invested in this
country, and I do not see any way of getting a dividend on
my investments until the labour question is settled. What
I find out is that we do not want to sit on the lid of the tea-
pot until it bursts. If you are going to busy yourself with
vour own little tax—I am a miner too, and I feel this tax—
and are going to burk the two great questions which are now

before you, then you are not going to make this Association
a4 success

Mg, Smiru Curtis, of Rossland—I think that the discus-
sions we have had have been not only interesting but instruct-
ive as well, and I am glad, in a sense, that this discussion has
arisen, because it shows that both parties—capital and labour
—and other parties, who perhaps otherwise would not be
qualified or eiigible, are to meet here, and in a friendly
way discuss these matters I think from what has been
spoken by various parties here that there is a very great mis-
apprehension as to the meaning of this section, and they all
don’t take the same meaning out of it. As I understand this
section, for instance, it /s to begin with, that this body shall
be non-political.  That is ambiguous Non-political might
mean that it has nothing whatever to do with politics Every
resolution passed here and which has been submitted to this
Convention has dealt with politics. Again, non-political may
mean as regards this meeting that we are not of any party
political ; that we are not partisan, and in that way it is usea
in the proper sense. This is not to be a partisan body. That
is, we know of no political body, and further than that we
should know no particular class. We meet here as a class,
and our object in so doing is to do the best for the mining
industry, which affects a large number of classes, and upon
which a large number of classes are dependent. Then to go
further; this body is not to deal with labour problems. The
gentlemen who have brought that forward desired perhaps
that those labour questions which do not affect the mining
industry at all shall not be brought into this association and
discussed, and that is perfectly right. Now, it has been sug-
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gested that instead of saying labour problems we should say
merely “social” problems, and if that is done I see no objec-
tion whatever to this clause, but for my own part 1 would
just like to see the whole thing struck out because in the
first place you have defined the objects of your association
and those objects are supposed to be non-political, not trying
to help or aid one party as against another party—l mean
political party—but you have shown that it is to forward the
development of the mining industry. Here is the position in
regard to coke supplied and coal supplied. As has been said
here we have urged the Government to take off the two per
cent, tax because it was an unjust tax and was a burden upon
the mining industry, but then if you are confronted with an-
other situation which closed down your mines what difference
does it make whether you have a two per cent. tax or not?
After all, the two per cent. tax is a very small question in
comparison to the other question, and this question must be
dealt with by this association, and if no one else has the cour-
age to bring forward a resolution I am prepared to bring it
forward myself—not a resolution in favour of any particular
coal company, but a resolution to bring pressure to bear upon
the powers, that are empowered by the people to legislate in
the interests of the people, that will have the effect of bring-
ing that intolerable situation to an immediate close, and I
say it can be done, and if no one else brings forward a reso-
lution I shall do so myself, and it can be done without our
taking any sides whatever either for the labourer or the capi-
talist Therefore, I will be prepared to move—That this
resolution be amended by striking out the word “labour” and
putting in the word “social.”

Mg. Hosson—I second that motion

Mayor BurriLL, of Grand Forks—Mr, Chairman and gen-
tlemen: 1 would like to say that I still adhere to my original
position. I think one very gratifying feature of this Conven-
tion has been the fact that it has listened to every discus-
sion that has been brought up with every attention. My ob-
jection of this clause was that it excluded from the face of
it the discussion of the labour problem. With all due defer-
ence to the gentlemen who proposed that clause I think they
have brains enough to put a better one in its place. Mr. Hob-
son suggests that in their California constitution they did not
touch upon labour at all, yet on the other hand he tells us
they accepted grievances from the miners. 1 feel and still
maintain that the committee which dealt with that business
is capable of framing a better clause, and it is the right com-
mittee to modify or reform that resolution. If they cannot do
this then we will bring in a resolution which will be satis-
factory.

Mg. WiLLiaMs—I think if Mr, Smith Curtis weuld put an
alteration to his amendment on this resolution, and add the
words after the word “problem” “such as directly affect the
mining industry” it would be better.

Mgr. BeLyEaA—We have had a very interesting discussion,
and I think that now we migh! fairly put that clause back to
the Commi‘tee on By-laws and Constitution. They have heard
the views of this Convention, and they will re-model it ac-
cording to those views, and it can then be considered with the
report of the Committee on Labour Questions

Mr. Lucrin—I second that motion

Mr. GaLr—As one of the members of the Constitution
Committee I desire to also place before you the views that
occurred to me—in fact almost to all of us at the time. In
framing this Constitution we were up against a certain diffi-
culty. ‘This question we would like to see admitted into the
Association but we thought it would introduce so many aceri-
monious disputes that on the whole the better way was to
rule out any such matters which would have a tendency to
cause this ill-feeling. Now, I think that some of the gen-
tlemen who have spoken on behalf of the mine unions and

. of the labouring classes have to some extent overlooked the

work that has already been done by this Association. They
seem to imagine that these resolutions were wholly in the
interests of capitalists and mine owners, and that these gen-
tlemen were working against them, and they themselves were
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interested in nothing else but defeating the code of
Now, if these gentlemen wil

SIgNAls
matter lor a
moment they will see every resolution concerns the working
miner just the same as it does the mine owner. The removal
of the two per cent. tax enables the properties to be worked,
and every other matter which has before you has
affected tne working miner—for instance, the removal of the
objections as regards the titles to mineral claims and place:
claims, and assisting the lead miners to develop their claims
T'hey are, gentlemen, all of equal benefit to the mine worker
as they are to the mine owner. They all within the
scope of the object of this Association as already defined
Now, after all, supposing this is a very imporiant question,
and owing to any particular
advisable to cut it out,

only look at tlhn

come

come

circumstance it
could it be said by any

thought
intelligent
men who have watched our proceedings and are impressed by
the success we have made; could it be said by any one of
them that we have failed in our purpose in accomplishing any
useful object which this Association has in view, simply be
cause we have omitted one question from the discussion. |
do not think any gentleman would say it was so. If we
managed to pass some seven or e
we have certainly done some
committee that if these
between individual miners
become a subject of discussion in thi

was

have

ht important resolutions

good, and our only fear as
problems and disputes

ind mine owners

was labour
were allowed to
Convention our time
would be taken up by innumerable disputes coming before

us, and no real good would be affected. That was our object

in framing this resolution, but we, of course, understood it
was open to this Convention to alter anything which they
saw fit

Mr CuammMaN—You have heard the motion: One is that

it lay over until we receive the
Labour Committee; the other is
the committee who drafted it

report of the Capital and
that it be referred back to

Mg, FLuMmerFeLT—Mr, Chairman. 1 might say as a repre-
sentative of a company employing a very large number of
men that I am in favour of the most free and open discussion
I think we ought to take this matter up in a calm, dispassionate
spirit, and if possible arrive at some way of discovering some
method of avoiding these troubles between capital and labour

Moved by Mr. Belyea, seconded by Mr. Frank Richards,
1hat Section 8 of Article 4 be referred back to the Commit-
tee and that they be asked to reconsider it with the aid of the
Committee on Capital and Labour, and report to this Conven
tion to-morrow

The question was then put and motion carried.

Mg. CuarMAN—One of the main reasons of your having
such a magnificent gathering here to-day is because the peo
ple—up in my country at least—believe that out of the work
of this association some scheme might be evolved whereby
capital and labour might come together without cracking their
skulls.

Mg. CuairmMAaN—Section 8 having been referred back to
the committee, we will proceed with Section 9, and that is the
last section of the constitution. (Reads.)

“Sec. 9. This Constitution may be amended at any Annual
Convention of the Association upon an affirmative vote of two
thirds (2-3) of delegates present.” Carried.

Mg, CuamrMAN—(Reads motion) : hat Sec. 1 of Article
2 be referred back to the committee with a view of revising
Class 1, so as to give the mine workers a class by themselves.”
Carried.

Mg. CaamrMAN—(Reads Order of Procedure): Shall the

Order of Procedure pass?

It was moved and seconded that the Order of Procedure
be adopted. Motion carried

Adjourned till 8:00 p.m.
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27th February, 1903, 8:00 p.n

MINE TAXATION

Mgr. TavrLor—Yesterday there moved by
Mr. Smith Curtis and passed in a very hurried manner by this
Convention, and I am sure after a further consideration of it
you will not object to the slight change I wish to make in that
resolution. The resolution reads: *“That in the event of the
repeal of the two per cent. mineral tax this Convention sug
endorses as a proper basis for the
that a fair tax be

[ ask to rescind that resolution and to pass this one in lien
thereof: ““T'hat in the event of the repeal of the two per
ent. tax, this Convention suggests and endorses as a proper
basis for the taxation of working mines that a fair tax be
levied upon the net income resulting from the product
»f the mine.”

was a resolution

gests and taxation of

working mines levied upon net income.’

annual

After a long discussion the motion was carried
PPOIN ¥ T o ME ALLURGICAL 13 PERT BY GIVERNMEF
Mg, CHAlkMAN—] have to bring before your notice the

resolution which was mentioned in the Report of the Com
mittee on Resolutions. (Reads.) “And whereas, It is confi
dently believed that the ining and manufacture of moany
British Columbia mineral products can be profitably carried
on in Canada, notably in the case of gold, silver, iron, lead and
copper ;

Iherefore be it Resolved, That this Convention strongly

urge the Dominion Government to appoint a metallurgical
expert of the highest reputation to investigate these matters
ind any collateral matters of affecting the mineral industry of

British Columbia, and to report fully thercon.”

Dr. SincrLamr—The
made it his business to enquire

of the Interior some

into and

Minister time
search out the best
man that could be found for that purpose. He has done so,
ind this gentleman is now for instructions from peo
ple who require him not only from British Columbia, but all
Dominion of ( He can be for the
purpose of reporting upon any properties at the expense of

the I'his gentleman who has been «
Canadian,

ago

waiting

er the inada secured

nent sen 1S a

veri ‘
1, Eng

aduate of Oxfore

v graduate of MceGill

land, and a post graduate of the best institutions in the United

States, and he is regarded as the best man in the whole of
North America. He is said to be the best man to be
either in the United States or Canada, so that I think it would
be unwise to ask for something that has already
plished. What I am telling you is perfectly true
tion has been made, and 1 would say this, that this institu
tion here should instruct the officers to communicate with the
Department of the Interior in order to secure the services of
this expert; that is the better course to pursue,

Mr. TownseEnp—The majority of the parties here
nothing about this new appointment, but in any case the reso-
lution can do no harm, because if this expert is to come here
and he sees that there is a resolution passed by this Conven-
tion it may expedite this matter, and not let it lie over from
month to month, If he has the whole Dominion to attend to
I think if he is to come he should come here at once

found

been accom

1s the selec

knew

Motion carried

FEE FOR CROWN GRANTING MINERAL CLAIMS

Moved by Mr. Curtis, seconded by Mr “Resolved,
That in the opinion of this Convention the Government fee
for Crown grant of a mineral claim when such grant is applied
for by the locator and prospector, should be reduced from $25
to $10.”

Seaman

Mg. Curtis—In support of that resolution T wish to offer
a few remarks on behalf of the class that are represented here,
and for whose special benefit nothing has heretofore been
brought forward. T refer to the chap who finds all the mines,
and makes the least out of them—the prospector. Now, some
three years ago the Crown grant fee on all mineral claims
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bused by those who have gone to the people in the East

nd Ve ceeeded in attracting money into fraudulent min
g schemes, and if we can succeed in showing these people

that we are honest 1 our efforts to build up this mining

mdustry and are not a party to that kind of fraudulent scl

" wi n L 1 will 1 Ist 1
! 1 in | ( nd it will prove
to the that this body 1 ¢ ich desp ! i the
y of wi t nd rq ble p ¢ ( Hear
e )
Mg, CHairm It Ve y Mr. Curtis as tollows
Whereas, The Government of British Columbia has found
1 1 p 1 ive p y 1o ! to 1 cators
f1 ral « 15 on X pied provinei 1 only
to the minerals therein lIso the 1 f the for
mining purp
\nd, Wher within the 1 y 1 British Columbia
1) ( « nt I ! f mineral
1 roits r
\ ’ even ’ | from
{ ( 1 | (3 i } h Col na
I
I G fr the
{ ) il (
\ \\ I h (
« 1 ! ! mn m
{ nd help
( « 1 ( ( 1 n I Co
y of d ( | neial policy for
B n G of ¢« 1 f the Pro
vincial Gover ent and grant free to the eral claim owner,
upon pproved app tion for Crown grant, all the mineral,
1 nd rface ri 1 8] 1
Ik (¢ ) G 1871 ited
D ( t f ¢
i ( l I ( the
I y 1y
{ ner
] the
) ( n
) nd
| (¢ | he
r t ) pr ( e e best m
d. copper, etc., t ther with the f rights and
he timber 1 in the Dominion G 1 ent and
there n arrangement b cen the D ion Government
d the Province that upon the locator of the claim paying
hY y the | cial Government of hich §3 go to the
) G rnment, he entitled to 1 Crown grant from
¢ 'rovince for richt to the pre ) metal ind the
1) n G f therehy es up it ht to the land
t resolution, when it 1 ent to the Dominion Government,
pr hem strong 1 ns for changing its policy
it consuder ["‘ it ni T that our “[-'\Hl
1 Gover ild only collect about $1 out of the people
f British Ce here the Domir Government getd
$3. You will sec hat a hardship it i the prospector,
fter he has done all his work, after he has got his right to the
mineral and surface rights (where he would get his rights
under our provincial | ) that he | to hand over to the

Dominion Gov taking out of this Province

enormou ims of money, more an acre I am sure you

ill all agree with me that that is a great hardship and draw

hack to the mineral development of the railway belt. There is
in that belt enormous deposits of payable ore, and vet they are
hardly touched. And why is it that this railway belt is not
opened up? T believe it is largely on acco f that $5 per

wcre charged to the prospector
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After a lengthy discussion the motion was carried

GOVERNMENT OWNED COAL AREA

Mg. Cuamkman—There 1 ion  which has been
handed up. It did not come ny of committed
but 1 will read it to you

Moved by Mr. Heidman and seconded by Mr. Hazelwood,
of Phaenix

Resolved, That the coal measures now held in reserve by

this Province be opened to the public under such

that the Province retains supervision and sm royaltic
the product.

Mg, Hemman—1 might state that the reason for offering

this resolution is that not only that the mine wner nd
mine prospectors are affected by the reserve, but it affect
il branches of mining in this country. We have heard state
ments made by the mine manager of several large companie

who hold the power in their own hands, that they expect to

ncrease the capacity of their smelters to such an extent that it
W require at least two to three times more fuel to operate
these smelters than it does at the present time Yet, we are
confronted with thi ituatior \ great wint of !
al lands is held in such a manner that no steps can be taken
h thi mount of coal to our own elter For that
reason | have moved the adoption of that resolution. We want
he produc 1 of coal mcreased, and the r ion hic
we been planned ‘ int the put i )
nd the result will be that not only the business of mining
vil be encouraged by it, but the business of the mercha
. the labourers will be enriched by it I think there are
| nds of acres held by the E. & N. ( der rep f
your go ment  mineral 1St " hich there bl
deposits of coal that are required to supply deficiency
If we keep these lands under reser nd do et anyone
on them for a r of years it mem reat deal of delay
n the working of these minc ind before these n
be kept going. I think now is the time to ask the Govern
nent to throw open these lands as they may see it and proper
ind get the furnaces in operation and these coa! mines in
peration, and let thousands of more laborers have employ
nent in keeping the smelter 0ing It is an important branch
of every mining industry, and this resolution should be passed
vithout one dissenting voice

Mg. PELye Will the mover of that r tion kindly tc

what “”,‘ measures are Il\ll"‘!

Mg, Hempman—I particularly refer to the coal me re
n the castern section of British Columbia, particularly the
Crow’s Nest, and where there 1s an average thickne W 100
feet of coal deposits underlying the surfac I'his is actua

wwn to exist there, and we are dependent upon one system
f mines for all our mining and smelting ther

Mg, BeLyveEa—I understood those coal measures over there

utside of the Crow’s Nest Company belonged to the Dominior
Governeent.  With the usual generosity which is character
tic of the governments of British Columbia they have given
wway all that I'he mover now has explained that is the coa)
id  owned by the Dominion Government

Mgr. LanGLEv—I think the coal measures which this gen
tleman has reference to are those in the south-castern part
f the Province. They are held under reserve hy the Pro

incial Government, and have heen for about thirteen years,

ind it starts north along the international boundary ['hat
what the gentleman refers to, and T would further suggest
hat in that resolution the oil should be mentioned as well as

coal.

Mg, Barnes, of Slocan—I believe that this is a motion
which has been moved in the right direction. The Govern
ment has undoubtedly vast coal reserves, and on the other
hand we have in the Crow's Nest Coal Company a company
perating mines, and which supplies vast quantities of coal
to our smelters, The condition which prevails at the present
time tends in a great measure to set me thinking as to what is
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to be the ontcome this condition as it stands at present
hese men | the power to paralyze all the industries
hroughout the ver portion of Boundary
ra nd Rossland nd 1t re Washing
n, and 1 1 henever tl ey can shut
down their mines and smelter hundreds of
en out of ployment, and in that way create a hardship
hich uld not prevai I have tall ith a great number
fn thr hout the « ind 1 have heard this thing
disc 1 r it s their opinion that the
Government should be urged to open up this vast coal re
rve, 1 tell you, my f ds, for the information of this Con

ention, that it would pay the P'rovincial and Dominion Goy

I to o eS¢ 1l rese it their n expense
ind keep them line even if they never put a fire in
them. Then should a strike, such as now prevails at Fernie
come about, we can say ve will have this thing set
tled ht away, or tart these ovens.” In the
me v } mines working along just
en pay exm ¢ sw would lose nothing by it
You w wy it i Wi tic movement ; and so it is; but if
Ve ( it get just conditions any other way let us have it
from socia novements, and we will then know that the
G ¢ ( handling such an extremity, if it i
¢ ry We have experimental farn ind why not
let have experimental coal mine (Hear, hear.)

Mg, Hewwm Mr. Smith Cur who desired to  speak
upon this ution, is ill this evenit nd in justice to the

sattaice of thie uti e Id that you adjourn the
hearin f til Mr, Cu ! he heard f I there

re move that it be laid upon the table mt LO-MOTTOW

Moti ried

I'he Con ntion then adjourned till 9:00 a.m. 28th February

28th  February, 1903, 9:00 a.m

Mr., Crameman—1I received a  telegram from Ottawa last
nigh entlemen, which is as follow “Telegram received
ene mng re ution in the interest of er-lead  miners.
neferred to Privy Council.”  (Sd.) R. W. Scott

I'l Nt f the precedi day’s busing were read and

lopted

Mg, D, W, Hhcain [ would move in place of Mr. Spicer,

ho was added to the Victoria delegation, the name
{ 11. G. Scott. Mr. Spicer finds it impossible to be here

Carried

LABOUR PROBLEMS

one of the sections

Mg, CHAIRMAN—A
of the constitution wa

in to the joint com

mittee.  Section 8, if you will re It reads as follows

I'hi ssociation shall be non-political and shall have nothing
whatever to do with labour problems or interfere in any way
with labour unions.” That was referred back to the Commit

tee on Constitution and Dy-laws with the request that they

et jointly with the Capital and Labour Committe

report as follows :—
“Your Joint Committee on Capital and Labour and Constitu

tion and By-laws beg to report

James Rem
Chairman of Constitution and By-laws
Jas W. Borpen,
Chairman of Capital and Labour Committee

Section

The recommendations are as follows
20—That no change be made except that the word “Treasurer’
be added after the word “Assistant Secretary.”

[he recommendation was adopted

I'hey

Article
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I'he next section is Article 4, Section 8—"This Association
shall be rion-political, and shall not permit discussions in any
of its Conventions or meetings on social problems; nor shall
it interfere in any way with labour unions; Provided, how-
ever, that the Association shall be at liberty to use its good
offices in adjusting and settling mining labour difficulties.”

I'he recommendation was adopted

Mg. Cuamrman—Shall the Constitution and By-laws pass
as a whole?

Mg. Hacean—1 beg to ask that Section 1, Article 2, be re-
considered. Several of the members think that there should
be two vice-presidents.

Mr. Bolden seconded.

Mg. Cuamman—Shall the Constitution and By-laws be
adopted as read? Carried,

Moved that a vote of thanks be hereby tendered to the Com-
mittee on Constitution and By-laws. Carried.

SENATOR REID—On behalf of the Committee I beg to thank
your Committee for your kindness.

Mg. C, Dusois Mason, of Atlin—~Mr, Chairman: [ wish
to address this meeting for a few moments. I think we are
rushing these matters through, and we are in danger of hav-
ing the whole thing changed. I represent Atlin. Now, in
your Constitution you say that the subscriptions shall become
due on 1st January, and you propose to hold your Convention
somewhere about this date. Now, between the 1st of Janu-
ary and the date of this Convention we hold our meeting in
Atlin to appoint our delegates. Now, gentlemen, if you ap-
point midwinter I would like to know how it will be possible
to get delegates sent from Atlin at that time owing to the
transportation difficulties, and our English and New York
capitalists could not be present at that meeting. If it goes
as it stands now this constitution will be unworkable.

Mgr. CuamrmaN—I think the gentleman is out of order. It
was clearly the desire of this room that the Constitution and
By-laws be adopted. It is clear to my mind that it has met
with uniform approval by every gentleman in this room, and
as such I do not think it is open for you to criticize it.

Mg. Mason—I move that the clause be reconsidered gen-
erally. You said it was not necessary to move that, and there-
fore I had no option to go into it.

Moved by Mr. Heidman, seconded by Mr. Hodge, of Fer-
guson, that this Association hereby ratify all previous acts of
the Convention before the Constitution and By-laws were
adopted. g

The question was then put and motion carried.
LEGISLATION AND THE MINING ASSOCIATION

Mr. GaLt—I would like to move a resolution. I might
mention while Mr. Hobson is here I would like this to be
considered. He is anxious to go away on other business and
he will second the motion ;—

“That having regard to the laxity which has heretofore
prevailed in the Legislature of British Columbia in the enact-
ment of laws affecting the mining industry and the serious
difficulties occasioned thereby, and having regard to the widely
representative character of the Association, and the fact that
it includes within its membership many of the most compe-
tent authorities in this Province to advise upon all matters
affecting the mining industry. This Association do respect-
fully urge upon the Government and Legislature of British
Columbia the advisability of enacting that no legislation what
ever affecting the mineral industry or any branch thereof shall
be introduced unless the same has been approved by this
Association, or unless the Association has been given a reason-
able period not less than three weeks within which to consider
and advise upon such intended legislation.”

One of the most important features of this Association will
be from time to time to make recommendations to the Legis-
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lature with regard to legislation. We all know that in years
past, especially during the past two or three years, no end
of trouble has been occasioned by the introduction suddenly
and without proper consideration of matters affecting the min-
ing industry, and in various branches of it. Statutes have been
amended in important particulars without any notice given
to any of the parties affected thereby. It is needless to men-
tion any of the acts, because we know there have been several
of them. Now, we are undertaking in this Convention to
ask the Government to amend and repeal certain existing
legislation, and what we want to do in order to continue this
good work, and to ensure for this Association the consider
ation which is desired, we want the Government to pass an
Act that they will ¢onsider us to that extent that they will not
introduce legislation, either amending existing laws, or in-
troducing new laws without first enabling this Association to
consider that legislation and criticize it as they may feel dis-
posed. I do not think there is a single man in this Associa-
tion but would approve of that course. We have amongst
us all the mine owners; we have amongst us all the mine
workers, and the mercantile community, and the farmers and
ranchers, and smelting men, and what possible better body
of intelligent men, experts on all questions affecting the min-
ing industry could the Legislature deal with and ask advice of
than this Association?? ( Hear, hear,)

Mg, HoesoN—I second the resolution

Mgr. SeEamMAN—Mr, Chairman and fellow delegates: You
have heard the resolution just read. As I told you yester-
day, we have all come here for the welfare of British Colum-
bia. Now, it is a question—I do not want to get personal—it
is a question whether we are here for the benefit and welfare
of British Columbia. We are asked to endorse this resolu-
tion, a resolution which says that the Parliament of British
Columbia cannot enact any laws affecting the mining industry
unless they are recognized by this Mining Association It
does not touch upon the labour question, and it seems to me
that the idea of this Convention is to do away with all ques
tions affecting the labouring class or unions, and there is noth-
mmg in that resolution that pertains to labour. I am zoing to
ask you if that is fair or just? If this Convention wants to
support that I do not think it is a just measure, and for God’s
sake, gentlemen, let us do away with this tomfoolery, and not
keep beating about the bush. We have been here long
enough, and I am satisfied we could have transacted all the
business that has come before this Convention by this evening.
Now, gentlemen, I will not support this resolution as I feel
certain it is not for the welfare of British Columbia. T do not
know what your humble opinion is. Some gentléman who is
not interested in mining, I would ask that he would make
some remark in regard to this resolution.

Mg. GALT—Mr. Seaman is quite mistaken in the object of
that resolution. It is not asking the Legislature to pass legis-
lation affecting any particular law without our approval; it is
merely asking that they give this Association a reasonable
notice—three weeks’' notice—to consider the proposed legis-
lation affecting the mining industry and to criticize it and
offer any suggestions that the might think
necessary.

Association

Mg, LuGriN—] would ask that this resolution be laid on the
table

Mg, Frank Ricuarps—I think that the Legislature of this
Province should refer mining questions to this Convention to
consider. Tt is quite impossible for a single individual to go
down to the Legislature and represent his views and for the
Government to adopt them; but here every one’s views can be
represented, and T think that is sufficient evidence that this is
a very good resolution

Carr, Tuompson—I second Mr. Lugrin's motion

Mg, Howse—I notice in the remarks that Mr. Seaman has
made he seems to feel legislation in regard to labour questions
might affect labour unions. As a disinterested party I would
like to say that T feel quite firmly convinced that the labour
organizations of this Province are thoroughly protected by
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the men whom they select as their executive here. We have
fifteen representatives of the labour people, and I may say that
the professional men are certainly favourable to the labouring
class, and the farmers, merchants and others who form that
class of 15 on the executive are certainly an impartial body
to pass upon anything that might be brought up before the
Legislature and I think if this matter is considered by the
labour organizations they will feel that they have the best end
of the stick,

Mg, Curis FoLey.—Being a labour unionist, I must say that
I differ somewhat from my colleague here. I believe that the
labouring men, as well as the manager, should be prepared to
have publicly discussed every question of this kind. I be-
lieve, as Mr. Galt says, that it is not advisable to rush matters
of this kind through. 1 believe that it is necessary these
questions should come before this body, and that they should
take some action upon it, and give the Government the bene-
fit of their experience and knowledge in these matters

Mg. Marsu—I must confess that on the first reading of this
resolution I was a little opposed to it, but from the explan-
ations which have been given by the various people, I must
say that I heartily endorse it. We have had, T think, a little
too much legislation put up on the spur of the moment, and
any legislation affecting the mining industry coming before
the House I think the people directly interested in mining
should have a few weeks to consider it.

Capr. Lwvingston TrompsoN—I think we are absolutely
out of order. There is a motion that this resolution be laid
on the table. Speaking to that, I wish to point out the great
benefit derived last evening by having that clause laid on the
table,

Mg. Hicins—The gentleman may be fully in order, but 1
think it is really incumbent upon the mover to give some rea-
son why it should be laid on the table,

Mg. LugriN—I made that motion because I thought it was
the sentiment of the Convention not to discuss it, and it was
best to dispose of it in the best possible way, but to come
down to the merit of the resolution I may say that I think
this is a dangerous resolution, and this is the last body in the
world which should set such a precedent as is proposed by
this resolution. If this resolution is going to take the position
that no legislation shall be introduced relating to mining in-
terests, unless it is passed upon by this Convention, and until
it has been discussed by the Association, why not let the groc-
ers meet and pass such a resolution; why should not the
labour organizations meet and pass such a resolution?

A Voice—So they should.

Mg, Lugrin—You say, so they should. Then what becomes
of our representative institutions? What becomes of gov-
ernment responsibility? Where should the responsibility rest
if this should be the case? What we want in this country,
and what we have too little of in this country, is responsible
government, The great trouble in times past is that the Legis-
lature has not felt the responsibility which has rested upon
it as a representative institution of this Province, and the
great trouble in the past is that they have not felt the
responsibility which rests upon them under the circumstances.
You say to the Legislature, and you say to the Government,
“You are not to enact or pass upon any law affecting the mining
industry until you ask this body to discuss it and give their
opinions on it" That is the principle you initiate in this
resolution, and I say, gentlemen, if you put this resolution
through it would be the end of responsible government.
Emergencies may call for urgent legislation, and what is going
to happen if the Government is forced to give this Conven-
tion three weeks’ notice. It is an unusual resolution. We
are now within less than five weeks of the meeting of the
legislature. We ‘expect the Government of this country to
prepare mining legislation and we expect to see something
done in regard to mining legislation, and yet we are going to
ask this Government to give us three weeks’ notice in advance
for the purpose of considering any questions which may arise
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calling for legislation, and until this body has had time to

meet together and has had three weeks’ time in which to con-

sider these questions the Government would be powerless to

act.  Why, gentlemen, there would be an end of responsible

legislation in this country if such a resolution was adopted
I'he motion was laid on the table

Mg, HuntER—I beg to present the petition of working min-
ers. | propose that this be read and put upon the minutes
of this Convention. I would like to say in regard to this
petition of mine, that I am not aware as to whether there is
any machinery put in the By-laws with respect to petitions,
and the usual method adopted is that the receiving of petitions
is always put first on the Orders of the Day. I ask that this
matter be considered. (Reads.)

PETITION PRESENTED BY JOSEPH HUNTER, M.P.P
Stanley, B.C., Feb. 1oth, 1903

To the Provincial Mining Association, assembled at Victoria,
B.C., February 25, 1903

We, the miners of Cariboo, beg to present the following
petition by our delegate, Joseph Hunter,

Whereas, at a meeting held in Barkerville, February 10,
1003, to elect delegates to your Convention, John Hopp, F. C.
Laird, and H. E. C. Carey were elected

Resolved, That said Barkerville delegates do not represent
the miners or their sentiments,

Resolved, That contrary to the views of said delegates we
are strongly opposed to the granting of Crown grants fxfr
placer holdings, we believing that the same would be detri-
mental to the interests of all miners

H 2 " " 1

Resolved, That a better title be given placer leases by the
ssurance of a renewal of the lease on expiration, said renewal
to be on the terms and conditions of the original, if so de-

sired by the lessee.

Resolved, That considering the fact that mineral and placer
propositions are usually equally costly to develop, and that it
costs as much or more to develop a placer lease as a mineral
claim: that therefore they be placed on an equal footing as
regards cost of holdings and annual work required and that
of development.

To all of which we frée miners of Cariboo subscribe

(68 names subscribed to the above petition.)
150-MILE HOUSE

That according to the report of a public meeting h('lfl at
Victoria, B. C., on January 15th last, one of the chief objects
to be obtained as an inducement to capitalists to actively
enter these fields is the securing of titles or Crown grants
for placer leases, we, the members of the 150-Mile House
branch as represented by those present at the meeting,
do endorse most unanimously such a proposal, providing that
due care be taken to ensure substantial qualifications for such
title on similar lines or equivalent to the qualifications neces-
sary for obtaining a Certificate of Improvements under the
pn-‘\rm Land Act in order to guarantee as far as possible the
continuous working of leases or Crown grants, As a valu-
able guarantee of this we would suggest that in every such
deed a clause should be inserted providing for heavy taxation
in the event of ground so granted being unworked during any
portion of the mining season. It is also the further unanimous
opinion of this meeting that under no condition whatever
should titles be issued on the qualifications of one or more
leases of a consolidation for other leases outside or beyond
such consolidation, and furthermore that no consolidation
should ever be permitted to exceed eight adjoining leases as
at present allowed for in the consolidation clause of the Placer
Mining Act.
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It is also the opinion of this meeting that everything pos-
sible in the way of legislation and otherwise should be done
to encourage the bona fide prospector,

I'he meeeting then closed

Rosert BorLAND, Chairman
KEITHLEY, SNOWSHOF

Resolved, That we, the miners of Keithley, Snowshoe and
vicinity, are in favour of placing the acquirement of title to
placer mines on the same footing as mineral claims

Resolved, That we are in favour of the repeal or amend
ment of the Water Clauses Act, so that the prospector, indi
vidual placer miner or mineral miner can secure the quantity
of water required to operate his claim or claims by simply
recording the same and without having to pay the heavy

charg now made for securing water privileges

And Be It Further Resolved, That we are in favour of the
repeal or abolition of the two per cent. royalty on gross pro
duct of either mineral or placer mines, that we are in favour
of paying a tax on the net income of either mineral or placer
mines, said tax to be levied and collected from the owners of
real estate or from the net income of bankers, merchants,
manufacturers, individuals, corporations, or capitalists, and we
i their proxies, to present
these resolutions to the Provincial Mining Association and
vote for their adoption at the Convention to be held on the
25th February, 1903, Victoria B.(

hereby instruct our delegates,

G. A. Veiru, Chairman,
KEITHLEY, 1903

Keithley Branch of the Provincial Association

Resolved. 1. That in the opinion of this meeting no change
should be made in the present Placer Mining Act from Sec
tion 1 to Section 89 inclusive

2. That the annual rent and amount of money to be ex
pended yearly on the placer mining lease is too high

3. T'hat $200 expended annually in actu

I development work
and an annual rental of $25 would be ample

4. That the holder of five or less placer mining leases may
consolidate the me and do all the actual development work

of such leases on one of them provided the said I

ses are im
nediately adjoining

5. That the holder of such placer mining leases may obtain
a Crown grant of ne by expending in actual developmeng
work yearly and paying an annual rental of $25 for the period

ot five years in each lease, or the holder of suc
ootain a

leases may

rown grant o

( same in one year by expending the
sum of $1,000 in actual development work and paying $125
rent for each lease

6. That the Crown granting of placer mining leases shall
not exempt the holder thereof from the proper working of
same or from the payment of an annual rent

7. That two per cent. on the gross output on mineral and
r mines bhe ahol

hed, and a tax be put on the net output
lhat any person doing work in any way connected with
the development of mineral and placer mines be compelled
to take out a license for same, and said license to be collected
only after such person has worked one month at such work.

0. That fractional licenses be granted only to legal holders
of mining property in the Province of British Columbia,

Whereas, Tt has been known for over thirty years last past
Yh'n the districts of Yale, Cariboo, Omineca and Cassiar (now
including the Atlin District), includ

1 e vast areas of high grade
auriferous gravels

g suitable for profitable operation by the
prospector, individual miner or mining investor
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That the Placer Mining Acts in force for many years last
past have failed to encourage either the prospector, individual
miner or investor to enter the great placer mining fields of the
Province, and have acted as a bar to the development of a
great deep placer mining industry which would ensure the
employment of thousands of prospectors and miners, the in-
vestment of hundreds of millions of dollars, the increase of the
annual gold product by millions of dollars, and the circulation
annually of millions of dollars for labour and through the
channels of trade and commerce, besides adding new gold
to the wealth of the Province and nation

And Whereas the Water Clauses Consolidation Act has
proved objectionable and prevents the individual mineral and
placer miners from securing the quantity of water required to
operate their claims or mines at a cost within their means

And Whereas, the two per cent. royalty on the gross output

of the mine has proved most unsatisfactory to the mine oper-
itor and to the intending investor

ow, Therefore,
deep placers

Je it Resolved, That claims usually called
including all forms of deposits excepting veins
of quartz or other metalliferous or valuable mineral rock in
place, shall be subject to location, entry and Crown grant
under like circumstances and conditions and upon similar pro-
ceedings as are provided by the Mineral Act for vein, lode or
mineral claims

I'hat the Water Clauses Consolidation Act be so amended
1s to enable the prospector, mineral and placer miner to secure
the quantity of water required to operate his mineral or placer
mine by simply recording the same instead of being compelled
to pay the high rates now charged for which
charges are entirely beyond his means

water privileges

I'hat the two per cent. royalty now charged on the gross
output of mineral and placer mines be abolished, and placed
upon the net proceeds of said mines,

And Be It Further Resolved, That the Executive Commit-
tee of this Association be and they are hereby authorized to
prepare bills intended to remedy the above defects complain-
ed of in the Placer Mining Act, the Water Clauses Consoli-
Acts that include the two per
cent. royalty clause, and present the same at the next session,
and urge upon Parliament the necessity for the adoption of the
remedial legislation required to encourage the development
and placer mining resources of the

dation Act, and the Revenue

of the vast mineral

Province

And We Hereby Instruct our delegates to present these
resolutions to the Convention to be held at Victoria on the
25th day of February, 1003, and to vote ‘solidly for the adop-
tion of the same

Bullion Branch of the Provincial Mining Association of

British Columbia
(Signed)
H. B. Fercusson,
J. B. Homson, President

Secretary.

Dated Bullion, B.C., Feb. 1oth, 1903

Mgr. McMiLLaN—I beg to ask that this motion be laid on
the table until other matters of the placer mining be brought
up for discussion

Mg, Hurrer—I may say that that is not the rule governing
petitions. it is usually respectfully receivéd and spread on
the minutes of the Convention.

Mg. Tavior—What possible objection can this gentleman

aying of this petition on the table until the other

I'hat is a fair proposition and why
(3

have for the lay
matte:s are discussed
should we not support i

‘I'he motion to lay on the table was carried.
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Mg. Hosson—Would it be unfair on behalf of the miners
of Cariboo to ask Mr. Hunter to present all the instructions
that he received from other parts of the Cariboo distri
Stanley only represents

very small sect

Mg. Hunter—I1 would like to know what Mr Hobson

means; does he want me to answer him?

I'he Chairman ruled be

Mg. Hunter—Why have 1 not the ght to reply to Mr

hobson?

peakers to be out of order

Mg, CuamkMaN—You are out of order

Mg. BeLyea—DMr., Chairman. I move that the interim report
of the Committee on Resolutions be taken from the table t¢

consider the clause of the resolution relating to botler in

spection, which was laid over yesterday

Mg. GovkLr, of Greenwood, seconded the motion
THE BOILER INSPECTION ACT

Mg, Cuamman—The matter whicl id o e table
is this

“3. The present rules adopted for caleulating the strength
and safe working pressures of boilers are unusu m
necessarily severe, and these rule 1 be con
form to general engineering u in Canada ted

States.”

A Delegate—I think this is a question for experts, and not
for us to discu ind I think it should be eliminated from
that resolution. If this question bears unjustly on those in
terested it should be remedied. It is not for this body to pass

upon.

A Delegate—We want to know how that act i

on what grounds they base their statement

yust, and

Mgr. Emery—I move that all of that clause on the expert
opinion be struck out, as we are not competent to judge, and
that is the reason 1 express the opinion it should be struck

out of that amendment

Mg. CuamkmaN—Section 3 is the only one which refers to
expert opinions

A Delegate—] move that 2 and 3 be both struck out

Mg. LuckiN—One of the points in that resolution was very
fully discussed. That is in regard to accepting the certificate
of insurance companies. 1 remember that was very fully
brought before the Legislature and the |
accept that view.

lature did not

Mg, Hunter—I think this is a most dangerous proposition
When that bill was under discussion in the Legislature the
wecussion was very full indeed. It occupied a great amount
of time, and the Legislature took every opportunity of con
sulting the best experts in the country to get every informa
tion possible before they passed that bill, and the bill wa
passed solely in the interests of the working miner. 1 do
not think it would be well on the opinion of any one in this
Convention to abolish that Act, or to suggest to the Legis
lature what it should do. The question of imsurance by in
surance companies was another matter which was very fully
discussed in the Legislature, and it was clearly and distinctly
shown to adopt the course such as shown in that bi€ would
be detrimental to the mining interests in this country and to the
best interests of the public generally, and I think it would be
well if this Convention voted against that proposition

Mg, Kikpy—I would ask as representing one of the mining
companies which has suffered severely from the operation of
this Act to explain some of the peculiar effects of the Act
I do not know how many of the delegates present are owning
and operating boilers. It is probable that those who are own
ers and operators are doubtless in the meeting here.  Of those
who own and operate mines, only a percentage of those prob
ably have had occasion to investigate this Act, and t
into its peculiar effects upon our business, and upon the capi

enquire

{ ( 1n use m the nun ma y Are
I from Canadian or United St man
. tured I e | v 1
tin for calen the workin rer '
I in their construction were made fe as considered by the
p t engineering practice in Canada and t United State
1 he plan ere bought are now m op
ration and form part of the il here i th
Province.  We now find that the Legislature has passed an
Act in which no large boiler user that 1 have been able to dis
er ever been consulted, or even given an opportunity
0 expr m opimion, 1 they sought expert opimons we
ver naware of it until after the Act was passed, and now
we find an Act was passed which contains the most severe
article pplying to the boilers which we bought in good faith,
nd which n destroy of those plamt I wil
lustrate hat occur 1 in Rossland, speaking of
ur companies, we have a large plant, $55,000 plant and
ome $11,000 worth of boilers to run that plam | e boilers
were bought partly in Canada and partly in the United States
fron cadi manufacturer I'hey have been passed by
the leading insurance boile inspectors on the tinent
lowing the working pressure, which in this case i1s 130
pound Now, the ne rules suddenly « 1€ mg, and cut
down that pressure to 100 pound We find that another large
mining company 1 Rossland has had 1its plant  destroyed
udder by the ct g down of their pre re from 130 tc
100 pound I'he inspectors had doubtless done their duty

t ( Ve Inve d m boiler plant 1 will

have found in Rossland as regards the oper

We | nvestigated 1t parually, and

vi I ore severe than any which are i
her provinces, or in the United Stat No
you ar ¢ ¢, that the boiler 1 Use

aind they were forced to act in accordance with these provisions
of unusual severity. Now, as far as our companies are con
cerned, we had there some $66,000 worth of machinery, which,

in order to comply with the new regulations, had to be run at

terrific expense, and we had to use and get such equitable
plants as we could borrow or lease, and keep our own plant
idle in order to avoid this terrible expense I'here are other
cases, and [ may say that it is unfortunate there can only be

1 few of the

boiler users represented in this assembly, |
hat I fully understand and recognize the fact that in
peaking to you about these technical points it is at a disad

confe

vantage [ am taking up the Convention’s time on ques
tions which are technical, seriou 1 they are to us |

realize that the Convention is not in proper shape to judge

specially peculiar features of the Act, even if we get

the Act and read it, and only a few of us engineers and users
I'herefore, while 1
intend to support the motion that is made, and while | am in

vould be competent to judge of its evi

favour of it, 1 beg leave to submit an amendment to this
motion, and having substituted the following, T take it that
it will remove the objections which have been raised to this
question in this assembly “To recommend to the Legisla
ture to enquire and investigate the Act once more with a view
to improving its operations, and in doing that invite the opin

ions of boiler users and owners before doing so.”
Mg, RoLt—I second the motio

Mg, CuameMaN—The amendment is In view of the fact
that there is much dissatisfaction amongst the owners of steam
boilers, as to the provisions of the Boiler Inspection Aect,

which is claimed to cause unnecessary hardship, and since
large number of these

ilers are in use at the present time,
the Government and Legislature of British Columbia are re
quested to investigate this Act with a view of improving its
operation, and that to this end they invite the views and opin
ions of those who own and operate boiler plants,”

Mg. HazLewoon—T believe that the whole objection to this
Act is the safe working pressure of the boilers I might
state that engineers have found this Act to be the same as it
is in the United States, and the steam working pressure is



igentically the same, and 1 hope that this Convention will take
no action on that resolution, as the boilers are just where they
belong.

Mayor DeAN, of Rossland—I am an agent for the Hartford
Insurance Company, and while 1 have the interest of that
,company at heart, I have the interest of British Columbia at
heart to a far greater extent, after that the interest of
the mining industry. (Hear, hear.) And after that the inter-
est of the Hartford Boiler Insurance Company. In that ca-
pacity I may be acredited as having a slight knowledge and
some idea of the operation of the Boiler Inspector’s Act, and
I might say that the insurance companies give a far greater
anu better protection to the companies by their service than
tie province for this reason I'he moment they insure the
boiler they have a monetary interest in that boiler, and before
taking any insurance at all they have a complete and internal
inspection of the boiler by experts, the best they can get, and
these experts give a certificate of their inspection to the com-
panies. In that way they give a better service than it is pos-
sible for the government inspector to do. There is no gain-
saying that fact, and 1 may say this, that the manner in which

you can reach the wishes of all concerned, to do it fairly and

protect the interests of those working around the boilers, is
to have an inspector general for the Province of British Co
lumbia, who would be prepared to ascertain the qualifications
of the different insurance companies’ inspectors, and give them
1 certificate, so that they would be regularly authorized in
spectors, and report to the Government just the same as they
do to the company every quarter, and. give a fac simile report
as that returned to their company and the mining company,
and it would show that all those three reports were in order
and exactly alike. Now, the inspector general of the Govern-
ment could ascertain the condition of every boiler in the Prov
ince, and make regular reports to the Government At the
present time it is much more expensive to avail themselves of
a government inspector than an inspector for an insurance
company, but under this new law this would be remedied by
having an inspector general for the Province. I hope I have
made it clear as to the advantage of having an inspector for
the Government, who would be an inspector over the insur

ance company’s inspector

sr. GoperL—I may say that we have experienced the same
difficulty that Mr. Kirby mentions, and that gentleman before
me who spoke is the first man who claims to be an engineer
that I ever heard say the law was unusually severe. I, for one,
am perfectly willing to leave this matter to the engineers and
the men who work around the boilers. It has been said here
that the miners' lives are in danger. As a rule the miners
are a good way from the boilers, and 1 feel sure that this
subject should be taken up by the Government, and if they
are afraid of passing hasty legislation, let them leave it to the
men who do the work about the boiler

Mr. WorLrenpeN, of Armstrong—I may say that we have
boilers up in our country. Our company employs firee engi-
neers, and they are all satisfied with the Inspection Act. There
have been over thirty boilers inspected in our district, and
every one who has anything to do with the working of boilers
is perfectly satisfied with the Act, and because a few gentle-
men have bought a boiler that won’t stand the pressure we
cannot help it.

Mg. GALT—I am not an expert, but I would like to tell you
a little of what I know about the operation of this Act. In
the case of the Le Roi mine, the first inspection under this
new Act cost that mine as large a sum in fees as would have
enabled them to insure their plants for over $50,000. That of
itseir shows what a very substantial matter we are talking
about now. The extra cost put upon that company at the
very first inspection of their boilers would have given them an
insurance of over $50,000, and, as you understand, the Gov-
ernment inspection gives them ahsolutely no insurance at all
Now, gentlemen, there is a company in which I have been
somewhat interested, and that is the Velvet mine. 1 will tell
you what occurred there. The manager came in to me, and
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he asked me where the inspector of boilers was to be found,
and I told him he was at Nelson. He told me that a very
trifling imperfection has arisen in his boiler, and that the en-
gineer in charge was a competent man, and (Ulil(‘ competent
to mend this, and there were plenty of men competent to
mend it, but under the Act the boiler could not be mended
without the presence of the government inspector. We sent
a telegram to Nelson, and a telegram was received that the
inspector was to be found at Kamloops; we telegraphed to
Kamloops and the answer came back in five or six hours say«
ing he had left for Vernon. We telegraphed to Vernon, and
we received work that the inspector had gone out a few miles
distant, and he would be back shortly, and after many hours
of waiting and telegraphing two or three times, it was found
the inspector had come back to Vernon very hurriedly, and
not knowing anything about this matter he left for Revel-
stoke. So we tried again, and we had more than one party
endeavouring to find this inspector, but somehow or other
we could not get hold of him at Revelstoke, so this mine was
closed down—a mine employing 60 or 70 employees—for about
a week in order to comply with this Act and have the pres-
ence of the inspector or someone appointed by him. Now, will
anyone say that an Act of that nature does not require a little
touching up?

Mg, GAunce—]ust one observation, and that is this It
seems to me there is no hardship to anyone in that substitute
motion of Mr. Kirby’s, and if this Act is satisfactory to the
working man, and if the Government has been so competent
in giving them an Inspection Act so satisfactory to them,
urely it can be trusted to look into it further again, and see if
it can improve it in any way. It seems to me that we have all
got to this point that no further instruction is necessary, and
therefore 1 request that the amendment that all boiler owners
should be consulted be now taken up.

I'he amendment was carried

Mg. Pearson, of Chemainus— This is the first time I have
got up to speak in this Convention. I believe that the Gov-
ernment had the best expert opinion that they could get on this
Inspection Act. We have boilers all through this country.
You hardly have a hotel that has not got a boiler in it. Be-
fore this Boiler Inspection Act was passed you had boiler
explosions, and what have you to-day? You very seldom hear
of a boiler explosion, and 1 believe there are a good many
men in this assembly who do not realize what they voted for
n that amendment, for the simple reason they cannot realize
the meaning of it. There may be a few big mining concerns
who have all these inspectors and lawyers to look after them
that are not in favour of this Act; but if you stop to consider
what this Act means I believe you would reconsider that
amendment, and you would vote it down

A Delegate—I ask for a reconsideration of the motion

Mg, CuamMaN—It is open for this Convention to rescind
iny motion, but there is no motion before the house

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

A Delegate—Mr. Chairman. I beg to move that this Con-
vention proceed to the nomination and election of officers.

Mg, CuamrmMaN—It was so understood, but the order that
you have adopted in your Constitution and By-laws makes
that the last item on the order

Mr. HirscHFIELD—] move a suspension of the rules to take
up the election of officers

Mg. DEaN—T think there is one thing that should be done
in connection with the election of officers. T move that the
whole Province be divided into five sections in order that each
of those sections may have a representative of each of the dif-
ferent classes on that Executive Committee, and that those
districts be joint sister districts—so to speak—so that the
members can get together, and find out who they desire to
be represented on that executive

1
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Mg. Caamrman—There is a motion before the Convention
Moved by Mr. Hirschfield, seconded by Mr. Williams, that the
rules be suspended, and that we now proceed to the election
of officers. Carried

Mgr. HacGaN—I1 have much pleasure in moy that Mr
Keen be appointed as President of the Conventior
Mk. HicGins seconded

Mg. CuamrMaN—I would much prefer to take a more sub
ordinate position, and a \ir. Hobson. e 1s the organizer

of this Association and Convention, and 1 think he should
have the honour of being its first Presiden » if you will
permit me to take a subordinate position Cri of No.
no.")

Mg. GaLt—I have much pleasure in moving tl Mr. J. B

Hobson be appointed our President for the coming year
I'hose who have had the pleasure and opportunity of know
ing Mr. Hobson at this Convention will realize how much we
all owe to him. Mr. Hobson w

one of those gentlemen

wio met originally to organize the California Mine A
ciation; he has ever since been an active member of i
he has given this Association the benefit of his experience and
connection with that association. e has been, as our Chair
man has said, the leading spirit in getting up this organizat

I need not say that he does not covet any su 1 positi

this at all, and has so stated to many of us repeatedly

Mg. Tavror—I desire to add to the remarks of Mr. Galt a
few words. 1 w

here in Victoria when this institution

first moved, and | say to you, gentlemen, it is due entirely
to the recommendation and effort of Mr, J. B. Hobson that
we are here to-day, and it would be to my mind a matter of
regret if we did not give due honour to him for what he has
done for this Province as a whole

I'he Chairman, Mr. Keen, vacated the chair in favour of
Mr. Higgins

Mgr. KEen—I1 wish you would reconsider that motion, gen
tlemen. 1 will do all I can to help you in any other way, but
you would confer a distinct favour and compliment on me if
you would give this position to my friend, Mr. Hobson

Mg. Davies, of Kaslo—I wish also to second the nomina
tion of Mr. Hobson. 1 am from Kaslo, and think the gentle
men here from the big votes that they have given to Mr
Keen have amply satisfied Mr. Keen's ambition

Mgr. BeLvEa—1 would like to say this to this Convention
that I have been thinking of this since the opening night. |
happened to be the chairman of the original committee, and
I know what Mr. Hobson has done for this Association. You
all know what Mr. Keen has done. 1 have known Mr. Keen
longer than I have known Mr. Hobson, but I want to say
this, that had it not been for the energy of Mr. Hobson in
organizing this Association and calling together this Conven-
tion, there would not be, this year at least, any such gather
ing as we have had in Victoria the past week. e has done
it absolutely without any object except that of bettering the
conditions of the mining industry in this country, and in giv
ing him this position, gentlemen, it is no more than he is
justly entitled to. So, gentlemen, let us elect him for our
President for the ensuing year, and let it be unanimous

Mg. SeAmaN—With all due respect to Mr. Hobson, and even
granting him the privilege of being the father of this Cor
vention, there is one thing in this Convention you seem to
have overlooked. Mr. Hobson came like lots more. He has
come here to ask favours. Now, gentlemen, for God's sake,
et someone who does not want tavours. Let us have some
impartial chairman who is not working for anything, and
then we will get a fair deal all around. 1 am not questioning
Mr. Hobson’s sincerity, but at the same time I think it would
look better to have some one President of this Association
who is not asking the Government for anything

M. Smitn, of Vancouver—I never met Mr. Keen to
him as T have met him here. I know Mr. Hobson,
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ind - know e 1 thoroughly wd man, and has
interests of  tl Association t, 1 know he
mMost sincere I beheve, gentlemen, the honour 1s due to
Ir. Hobson as the orgamizer of this Association and tias
Convention, but, nen, 1 believe at the same time,
putting someone in who does not represent half as much as
Ir. Hobson does, we can do more to make this thing stick,
ind 1t will be more satisfactory to everyone interested in this
mining busine I'here is no one who would prefer 1o sec
r. Hobson act as our President more than myself; but |
do not think he can satisfy every man in the mining industry
to the me extent Mr. Keer
k. H N [ Revelstoke—A nover of the ongmal
1001 I might say a few words on this question. 1 come
from a part of the country where all respect Mr. Hobson
LBut on i the objections which we have to meet with in the
election of Mr. Hobson President i thi Mr. Hob
On repre yent on dea the V*\l 1 ol Crown grantng []l(
| clan I be ¢, therefore, in proposing Mr. Keen
hat | vas in the mterest of the Association
1 « m, and i that way doing some
mn I« d put tl \ssociation on permanent and
I
Mk, Rovt i nd—1 beg to propose an amendment
» that motior nd I ask that Mr. Keen be nominated as
President and Mr. Hobson as Vice-President
Mg, HliGein L'} it of order

A Delegate—Mr. Chairman, I appeal against your ruling
Mg. C. Dupor Iason—1 beg to move that the Chair be
sustained

I'he question was then put and motion carried to sustain the
ruling of the Chair

Mg. Scorr, of Revelstoke—l1 have much pleasure in second-
ing Mr. Rolt's amendment that Mr. Keen be President and

Mr. J. B. Hobson, Vice-President

Mg. Hiccins—Possibly a second Vice-President will be ap
pointed, because there are duties cast upon the Secretary and
I'reasurer here which can only be discharged by a Vice-Presi
dent who is a resident here, so I hope that you will provide
for a second Vice-President whose residence will be Victoria.

L he question was then put in favour of the amendment,
which amendment carried in favour of Mr. Keen

Mg, HEibMAN—I move that the election of Mr. John Keen,
1s President of this Association and Mr. J. B. Hobson as Vice-
President be unanimous. Carried

Mgr. Keen (Loud applause.)—There is no time to waste,
gentlemen. All I have to say is that 1 am very sorry that you
have not taken my advice, and elected me as your Vice-
President ; but inasmuch as you have not taken my advice |
will endeavour to do as much for you in the future as I have
for my town in the past. Those who know me thoroughly,
gentlemen, always know where to find me. Those who don't
know me, I don't care about, and in future you will find me
precisely the same with each and everyone of you as I have
been in the past, and I would ask you to elect an executive
in whom you have absolute confidence, and having done that
I say leave your affairs in their hands absolutely, and if at the
end of the year you are not satisfied with them turn them out
in good fashion, and elect others. If you leave an executive
who feel when you are gone that they are in touch with you,
and you have full confidence in them, you will get three times
more out of them than if you worried them. You must real
ize the full force of that, but I feel sure, gentlemen, before
the end of the current year vou will realize it. Now, some
gentleman has suggested we make an amendment to the Con-
stitution, with a view of providing a second Vice-President

Mavor Dean, of Rossland—I made a motion that the
Province be divided into five sections. It is most important
that this should be done. 1 think you will all agree that the
different sections should have representation, and it is the
only way to arrive at that representation, by dividing the

..< i
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m going to quote your own w
ed secretary w 11¢
¢ the work, and be
ricts of the mmming constituencies,
n must depend, and this Mr
entlemen, Mr. Lamb has one
) e« in A clation
| ( g articles and
¢ trouble t form yourselves as

Who do you suppose prepare
1s Mr. Lamb,

lirectly or indirectly
I y ive to go to him, w
vith the necessary information
to publish the best mining paper
ed by all the leading men of
the world, and yet he 1s n nan who can speak when he
gets on the platform. Now, if you appoint another Secretary
v gentleman who has not had this training for many vear

il Secretary, the first thing he has

those strings which are in Mr

who has not been Prov

|
M Lamb is a man with more
matters which are of interest
to this Association than any other gentleman w

Lamb’

mtimate  knowledge of  the

can choose

More than that, if you appoint anyone else as a Secretary
you have to intr
not got to introduce Mr. Lamb to the people of British Co

tors in London. At the present time

luce him to the mining world. You have

lumbia, or to the in

1 by one of the largest mining investors

think 1

Mr. Lamb is s

m commtting any
referred to

in your own count
hreach of faith w

[ tell you that his paper is
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i
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\ KEFI \1 poke strongly favour
1 | 1 [
I
ere t ¢ by 1 L he gentle n S¢
1 ( fore ( ! 1 Vere
| l L. | G Mac
do
I'he 1 of the | bei 1 s foll Mr
b ( Ir. 1 ' | lace |
ed and second nan i 1 I extended
( ntion t v for a drive t ifternoon by the
\ay that e mvitation be accepted. Carried
\ I l he r 1 the point to whether
. dron d the | 1" bhe con
e (Cric R
SExaTor Rem—I suggest that the gentleman who obtained
1 highest  vote wuld be chosen Assistant
Secretary
Ir. Lam I beg to decline the honour, 1
nen present recognize that 1 have dor
. § \ ciation. 1 Id very 1
1 « here « 1" o1l 15t
€ e m y ! Secretary; he | done excellent
nd can uch for him bei entirely trustworthy
10 now that he is known to many of yvou, but he is known
» most of the Atlin delegates at least as a man to be depend
¢ ger nan to whom 1 refer is Mr. Mostyn Wil
1 1 would that you nominate him as your Assist
m Secretary
Mg, CuamrmMaN—The only nomination that I have heard is
M yn Wi
Mg, Beryea—If the gentlemen will excuse me for a mo
ment 1 do not wish at all to interfere with the selection of
this Convention, but Mr. Williams is not decided whether he
can accept that position or not As far Mr. Williams is
cerned 1 do not nt any better helpmate than Mr. Wil
lin | I think if y had elected Mr. Mortimer Lamb as
Secretary of this Association you could not have made any
ke [ have w vith Mr. Lamb for the last few
week nd I know the work he 1s capable of d y, and I want
to | thi ypliment to him, that the Pr ional Execu
tive could not have got better man to do the work than Mr
Lamb He hear.)
M. Williar here id he would accept the nomination
nd he w unanimously elected Assistant Secretary
Mavor Bugeine, of Grand Forks—I would like to move a
vote of thanks to Mr. Mortimer Lamb, the Provisional Sec
retary, for the work which he has done in the last month
Seconded
Mg, BeLvea—I mld like if this Convention had voted
imething a little more substantial.  Mr. Lamb has done a

vork which has taken up the greater part of his time for the
last five weeks. e has done it well, and T do not think that
1 vote of thanks is out of place, gentlemen, but I do hope that
this Convention will see its way clear to put in the estimates

v sum sufficient for the Provisional Secretary.

Mg, Gaunce—Following the precedent established in the
clection of President, [ move that vote of the Secretary be

passed unanimou Carried

Mg. Cuammman—It has been moved and seconded that a
very hearty vote of thanks be extended to Mr. Mortimer
Lamb for his untiring assiduous efforts in the work which
he has done, and which has brought to a climax the gathering
of this magnificent Convention. You will all realize the
amount of time and thought and attention which such a work
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requires, and 1 am sure you will vote him a very hearty vote
of thanks for the work he has done. Carried

I'he next nomination—1reasurer

Mg Smuth, of Vancouver—I have much pleasure in nom
inating for the position of I'reasurer Mr. Campbell Sweeney,
a man who has the confidence of every man in this Con-
vention and outside of the Convention—the gentleman has
been called away, but before going he assured us that he would
do the best he could to help this matter along
pleasure in nominating Mr. Campbell Sweeney.

I have much

Moved and seconded that Mr. Mortimer Lamb act as Treas-
urer. Mr. Lamb declined

Moved by Mr
that Mr. A. B

Mortimer Lamb, seconded by Mr
Fraser, Sr., be elected |'reasurer

Lugrin,

Mg. Bervea—It might not be out of place to state on be
half of Mr. Fraser that from the inception he took a deep
personal interest in securing the necessary funds for the fur
thering of this organization. A great many of you cannot
realize the amount of work which devolved upon the Secre
tary and quite a few members of the Executive Committec
When 1 tell you that 35000 letters went out, and we had a
staff of from fifteen to twenty at work for about twenty days,
and all the printing and everything of that character had to be
looked after, you will be able to form some idea of what the
work was, and whenever any money was wanted Mr. Fraser
always had it for us, and it was due to his personal efforts
alone that we had these funds. Outside of the City of Van
couver, and a few gentlemen who gave very liberally from
outside points, the bulk of the funds were subscribed in Vie
toria. Although the Treasurer is not here for the moment,
I may say that the total cost of calling this Convention to
gether is something near $2,000. 1 think by the time we get
all our bills in, it will be very close to $2,000, and of that
amount $1,500 was raised in Victoria. That meant the pay
ment of the accounts and keeping everything in first class
shape, and all this work fell upon Mr. Fraser, and I am sat-
isfied that as a worker of the Association that you could
not have a more trustworthy gentleman than Mr. Fraser

Mg. Hiceins—I can endorse every word that Mr. Belyea
has said about Mr. Fraser, as to the part he has tiken in
bringing us together, and forming this Association. [ have
much pleasure in supporting the nomination of his position
as Ireasurer

Mr. Hraser was elected to the position of Treasurer by a
unanimous vote

Mg. A. B. Fraser—Mr, Chairman and gentlemen [ beg
to thank you very greatly for what you have just accomplish-
ed. 1 am not a miner, but as a citizen of Victoria 1 have real
wed the importance to this Province of the mining industry.
When this movement was first started I joined in it with the
greatest pleasure and 1 have contributed my services to the
furthering of this work, and it has been a labour of love. 1
thank you, gentlemen, for the unanimous way you have ap
pointed me I'reasurer, and I will do my best to work in your
very best interests for the coming year. Up to the present
there has been a great deal of expense attached to the work
of organization and getting everything in readiness for this
Convention, but we have been very fortunate in securing the
necessary funds, and a great deal of them has been distributed
in making you feel that you are welcome to this Convention
We all hope that you will go away thoroughly satisfied with
the week you have spent in this City of Victoria
you it has been a great pleasure to have you with us
(Applause.)

I can assure

Mavor DEAN—May | ask is that motion which I made some
time ago is now in order?

Mgr. CuameMaN—The next business of the meeting is the
selection of the Executive Committee

Mavor DeEAN—I would ask when my motion will
up which 1T made some time ago?

come

Mg, lTavror—We considered that in committee A very
diticult thing has arisen. We have gone to the trouble of
diviuing the comuitiee 1 classcs, 1 he h\IlH\HIdH HOW wanls
to divide it again into divisions of the country. Let us now
trust to the delegates here to see that we get a representation
from the different parts ot the country.

Mavor DeanN--1 may say that it would be a very ditheult
matter indeed to arnive at the representation satstactorily
unless 1t 1s divided into sections, It you have a committee
tormed of President and Secretary ot the different delega
tions to bring in the report as to the division of the Province
mto secuons, tor instance, Kossland and the Boundary might
torm and represent one section, Slocan and Amsworth an
other section, the Lower Mainland another section, and the
Island and district another section. Now, what 1s to inter
tere with the Boundary delegates getung wogether, and say
g who is the best tor their section. A great confusion will
arise unless you adopt a system of that kind

Mgk, Garr—While this resolution is being handed up, might

I make a suggestion, It is coming very near to the time when
we will adjourn to go for a drive this afternoon. It seems to
me that we have ample time in the interim to select and dis
cuss those candidates without any formal resolution I'he
gentlemen from Nelson, Rossland and Boundary are here
We are
we can meet together, and nominate as far as we can the best
gentlemen we can recommend

all in the smelter circle comparatively speaking, and

I am quite sure, having come
to the determination whatever it is—supposing Nelson and the
Boundary select who they wish to represent them, I am quite
sure that this will be acceptable to this Association

Mg. TayLor—In explaining one of the difficulties I would
ask you to take Class 1. Is it right we should dictate to that
class that they must elect their representatives from all over
the Province of British Columbia? Should they not be per-
mitted to elect their representatives from Vancouver or near
the headquarters? Why should we be compelled to take a
man from Cariboo who by reason of the very distance and
expense would not be able to come here?

Mg. SEAMAN—In the appointment of the committees previ
ously to this, it was left to the chairman of this meeting. |If
the feeling of this meeting is that you show confidence in
our present chairman, I would ask that you leave the appoint
ment of this committee to him. [ merely make that sugges
tion

A Delegate
our chairman

I think that is too much of an imposition on

Mg, CuamrrMAN—If you will allow me to make a suggestion
If each of the delegates here will select one of their number
to confer with one selected by all the other delegates, then I
will be able to come down to business in very short order
If one individual delegate from each delegation were to as
semble together, I think they would have no difficulty in ar
riving at some conclusion, and I would suggest that you do
that in the recess

R. Rot—I rise to suppoi. the suggestion my friend Mr
Galt made just now. The most important part being that the
time is getting somewhat brief and this is too important a
matter to decide before we meet this afternoon. He sug
gested that during that time that the delegations from the
various parts of the Province would be able to get together and
consult together on the plan which they intended to adopt. 1
think if this was thoroughly agreeable, it would be found more
or less acceptable to all of you

Moved by Mr. Dean and seconded by Mr. Lugrin, as fol
lows: That the Province be divided into five sections, for the
purpose of getting a fair representation of the different classes,
and that the delegates of each section be asked to make their
respective selections.

Moved and seconded that the meeting stand adjourned till
4:00 pm. Carried.
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disturbance

M. G } N ( i nd gemt . |
pleasure m o moving the adoption of 1l report |
lution therem n «

Me. Borpen, of Victoria have much pleasure in second
mg that report Possibly it may not meet h the appre
of all the thour  del 1 who arc embled here
Convention, yvet 1 heartily believe it the best that n he
done under the circumstance No doult " think
tnat  we hould put in NN uggestion about »
arbitration. I for one believe in that principle, yet at the same
time | do not think that this Mining Association should wdopt
any such principle at all, nor yet is it desirable In the last

few months this question has been discussed from o
of the Dominion to another.  Mr. Mulock has now proposed
to bring in a bill dealing with that question with regard to the
railway industry, and, as | say, that question has been discu
ed from one end of the Dominion to the other ane

agreed that 75 per cent. of the trade unions of thi

I am fully
Dominion
have turned it down. ‘They cannot endorse the principle at
all as laid down by Mr. Mulock, as they believe that it i
class legislation. Now, if we take the same stand, we are

simply enacting something which only pertains to one ndu

try. If we wish to have compulsory arbitration it must apply
to all classes of industries. There are certain clauses about
this report which are very good, and there is one objection
able feature, and that is the selection of that  commission
We believe it least, those who have considered the matter
since—that that commission should be a more representati

one, and should be one man picked from the labouring ¢l

and the other from the mine owners, and the third party from
those parties who have been selected. 1 think some amend
ment to that motion would be well, if some gentleman will

move it, and T think it would meet with the approval of the
labouring community of this city, at any rate, and 1 fully

egates assembled at

this Convention, [ think the time has fully arrived when dis

believe, with the opinion of the labour «

putes such as we have had in the last couple of years in thi
Province will be brought to an end. | believe if this Associa
tion takes this matter in hand that the measure ill he suc
cessful in the Legislature if hrought up, and T hope some get
tleman will take this matter up and pu it uccessful
conclusion

Mg, Hemman, of Phanix—This is indeed ubject of spee
ial interest to one of the classes, without which the system of
mining would stand in no condition to-day. It seems to me
that it is a proper subject at this time for this Convention
to consider and suggest or reason together to see if there is

some method whereby we could overcome the sitnations that
are at present confronting us in British Columbia. Tt is in
deed a sad state of affairs when one institution can by the
closing down of their mines affect over 50,000 of the peo
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ir It '
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mited in solving thi I have some idea toward dving thi 4|
problem. 1 have gre d if such questions arise i
that ther v method of arriving at a just and correct con ¥
lusion. My idea was a board of arbitration that would com )
pel either party where it was necessary to g irbitration to 1
cept the result of that board of arbitraor My idea wa {
hat such a condition could not exist under such a hoard, the i
etai f which we not need to go into at this time; but }
ve can o n among ourselves and see as clearly as possible $ik
that those mine owners could be held in abeyance, and the el
busine vould not be crushed down during the continuance (s |
of these dispute Now, gentlemen, we are here representing }
these different bhranche md we have this Association to
help u We have been confronted with this condition of
ffairs for some time past, and we will have these same things !
to lool fter in the future, and we want now if possible to 4
olve 1l uestion, and do it in such a way that there will be no
fricti cen capital and labour. If we do that the result
vill bhe tl the industries of the country will not be stricken |
down.  Gentlemen, T hope you will do something towards if
thi tion, and I would ask that you make some {
ommendation if possible If vou do that, gentlemen, |
think that th Association will have accomplished at least
me of the greatest objects, and one which represents more i
ipital than all these questions which we have already disposed

f. and is of more interest to the mining labourer and to the

itizens of this country and the business men in general than
ny other question which you can probably introduce. et
ns make a start mn this direction and see if this problem ca
not be solved

Mi. Gar F—"This matter 15 entrusted to a committee of

hich has spent considerable time over it, and this com !
mittee was all unanimous in presenting this resolution in the
dea that thi the extreme to which we could go at thi
wment. We are barred, T think, in going any further, by the

Constitution, and I therefore hope without very much further
discussion that the ouestion will he submitted to vote

I'he report was adopted

Mg, Forey—1 desire to introduce a substantive resolution :
that will correct some of the effects pointed out by the first
peaker )

Resolved, That the Government he respectfully requested to
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constitute said board of conci
following ’

ation by appointment of the

(a.) One practical mine manager.
(b.) One practical mine worker.

(¢.) A chairman mutually agreed upon by the other two,

This board shall have the power to collect information
under oath, and its further duty shall be to make prompt
report from time to time to the Minister of Mines, through
whom the press and the public may be informed of the
situation.

Carried.
«ue Convention adjourned till 9:00 p.m

Mg, Smit Curtis—I propose three cheers for His Honour
the Lieutenant-Governor, which were given with enthusiasm

EVENING SESSION

FERNIE STRIKE

Mr. Hacean, of elstoke—I have a proposition here,
which 1 think is or the most important which will come
before this Conver ind 1 would like to ask your permis
sion to put e \s you know, at the present time we

the most serious conditions possible af
industry, and if this Association can do
the wrong it will do something which will

have existing or
fecting the m

omething tc

never be fc n, and which will do much to make this
Associatior and success [ am referring to the Fernic
colliery I have reason to believe that if this Con
vention its a delegation to visit this strike, this strike
can b d in a very short time, and the mining industry
s g y be placed in a very serious condition unless this
str ettled. 1 therefore move

it a delegation consisting of the Chairman, Gaunce,
Keffer, Flumerfelt, Seaman, McAndrews, Foley be appointed
to proceed to Fernie to meet the management and employees
of the Crow’s Nest Coal Company and endeavour to bring
about a settlement of the strike; and that the expenses of
such delegation be paid from the funds of this Association

You will observe, gentlemen, in this proposition I have
endeavoured to recognize the two main interests in  this
Association, the interests of the employer and the interests
of the employee. I propose these gentlemen, Messrs. Gaunce,
Keffer and Flumerfelt and our chairman, because I have every
confidence in them, and those who know them know that they
are fair and capable men, and it will be no fault of theirs if
an arrangement is not arrived at
to all of us

which will be satisfactory
I'hose gentlemen will represent the mine owner
or employer. The men representing labour are Messrs. Mc
Andrews, Foley and Seaman. We all know that these gen
tlemen: will look after the labour interests, and will do every
thing in a fair spirit which tends to bring about a settlement
1 have therefore much pleasure in moving this resolution, and

I hope it will be unanimously supported by this meeting

Mg GiLmAN, of Vancouver—I second the motion

Mgr. Cuammman—It has been moved by Mr. Haggan, sec-
onded by Mr. Gilman, that a delegation consisting of the
cnairman and Messrs. Gaunce, Keffer, Flumerfelt, Seaman,
McAndrews and Foley, be appointed to proceed to Fernie to
meet the management of the Crow’s Nest Coal Company and
endeavour to bring about a settlement of the strike, and that
the expenses of such delegation be paid from the funds of
this Association

Mg. FurLerroN—I would like to say a few words in refer-
ence to this motion. It is apparent w0 every one of us present
that a motion was presented to this meeting by Mr. Foley in
order to urge upon the Government the appomntment of a com-
mission to enquire into any strike that may arise between capi-
tal and labour. It seems to me that that motion can be effect-
ively put in force by the Government. While I probably dis-
agree with some gentlemen on that point, I am not against
this motion provided that some result comes from that in
reference to bringing it before the Government. 1 do not
think if this committee is appointed to go there that that would
be the end of their mission. 1 believe in the event of the in-
corporation of the other resolution asking the Government to
matter up that the other committee should not
be disbanded if it fails in its mission

take thi

Mk, EmMErRY—As one of the
motion referred to,

committee that brought in the
I think it would be a very good thing,
and 1 think would help things along very considerably

I'he motion was carried

Mg, CuaikMAN—The resolution is a good one—a very good
me; but like most of the resolutions of its character it re-
quires the sinews of war. Mr. Hobson informs me that there

are no funds in the treasury, and 1 suppose if we choose to

1ssess ourselves before we go home we are perfectly at liberty
to do so, so if some gentleman will think about it during the
next hour or so and he evolves in his brain a method of rais
ing funds, I, for one, will take the responsibility, which is no
light one, and will promise to go

Mgr. ApercroMBig, of Lillooet—As one of the delegates of
the district of Lillooet 1 wish to claim your attention for one
moment. [ have so far refrained at this meeting to speak or
even attempt to say anything on the various subjects that
have come up for discussion, leaving them to be dealt with by
older and wiser heads than mine, but when it comes to a matter
affecting the interests of the district to which I belong, 1 feel
that 1 would be neglecting my duty in not saying a word in
regard to the representation we should have on the executive
board. We have in the district of Lillooet rich placer
grounds, rich and productive farms, and rich quartz claims
that compare favourably with any other part of British Co-
lumbia. At a large and enthusiastic gathering of the people
of the district held some time ago for the sending of delegates
to this Convention with a view of guarding the interests of the
miner, the mine owner, the merchant and the farmer, Mr. D.
Hurley and myself were delegated to come down. Mr, Hurley
represents the mine owner because he is interested in the same,
nd the miner because he works in the mine to make her yield
up hidden treasure, and also the merchant and farmer because
they sent him here. [ therefore would like to have an oppor
tunity, if not too late, of having Mr. Hurley placed on the
executive board as a representative of the mine owners and
mine operators. | think we should have some representation
from the district of Lillooet. We have been overlooked en-
tirely, and this is the first time during this Convention the
name of Lillooet has been mentioned?

Mg, Cuamrman—What is your motion?

Mg. Apercrompie—That Mr. D. Hurley, of the district of
Lillooet, be placed, if possible, on the executive board repre-
senting the mine owners and mine operators of the district
of Lillooet.

Mg. Cuamrman—Well, there is no vacancy to fill. What the
gentleman wants is representation on the Executive Commit-
tee for Lillooet, but there is no vacancy. They have all been
filled by the various classes and I do not see that this meeting
can help you in any way.

Mg. AsercroMBIE—It depends entirely with the meeting

Mavor BurreLr—I think we all as a meeting understand the
position of the gentleman from Lillooet, and T think that he
should feel that he has the sympathy of all the delegates, but
his interests will be carefully guarded notwithstanding the
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oversight that has been made. We feel that every district
has the warmest sympathy of the Executive Committee

Mk Cuamman—I will explain it this way. As I represent
no constituency, if that gentleman would kindly write me an
official letter from his constituency 1 would take care it would
be looked after. I have a report from the Committee of the
Placer Mines, which is as follows

REPORT OF THE PLACER MINING COMMITTEE
“Mr. Chairman

“Your Committee on Resolutions referring to the placer
mining industry, have carefully considered all the resolutions
presented for consideration, and most respectfully beg to sub
mit the following substitute therefor and recommend its
adoption

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, Sections
90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 09, 100, 101, 102, of Part VII
of the Placer Mining Act, should be repealed, and the Act be
so amended as to read as follows

“1. That claims usually called placers, including all forms
of deposit, excepting veins of quartz or other metalliferous or
valuable mineral rock in place, shall be subject to location,
entry and Crown grant under like circumstances as are pro
vided in a general way by the Mineral Act for lode or mineral
claims

“2, That every free miner shall be entitled to locate and
record a placer mining claim on any creek, bar, bench, hill or
plateau, on any unoccupied and unreserved Crown land, and
he shall be allowed to hold any number of placer mining claims
by purchase

“3. That placer mining claims on newly discovered creeks
shall not exceed the dimensions of 250 feet square, as provided
by Sections 16 and 17 of Part II of the Placer Mining A

“4 That placer mining claims which may be operated by the
hydraulic, drift or elevator process shall not exceed an area of
80 acres, but in no case shall such claim include any portion
of any mining ground occupied by free miners, unless with
the consent in writing of such occupiers, or that such included

placer mining ground, shall have been worke our or
abandoned
‘s. That a free miner shall not be entitled to a record of a

placer mining claim until he shall have paid in advance to the
Mining Recorder the usual fees for making such record

“6. That any free miner having located and recorded a
placer mining claim, shall be entitled to hold the same for a
period of one year from the date of recording the same, and
thence from year to year without the necessity of re-recording
previded, however, that during such year and each succeed-
ing year such free miner shall do or cause to be done, work
on the claim to the value at least of $100 and shall satis
fy the Gold Commissioner or Mining Recorder that such
work has been done by an affidavit by the free miner or his
agent, setting out in a detailed statement such work. provided,
further, that any free miner or company of free miners hold-
ing adjoining placer mining claims to be worked under the
general system, shall be allowed to perform on any one or
more of such claims all work required to entitle him or them
to a certificate for work for each claim so held by him or
them. 1f such work shall not be contained or recorded in
each and every year, the claim or claims or consolidation of
claims shall be deemed vacant and abandoned and open for
re-location.

“s. That the owner of a placer mining claim shall be
entitled to all surface rights, including the use of all timber
thereon for mining and building purposes in connection with
the working of such claims for the purpose of developing the
minerals thereon, but no longer.

“8. That where the physical conditions surrounding placer
mining claims, intended for operation by the hydraulic pro-
ess, drifting process or elevator process, are “uch as to make
it practically impossible to equip and operate eacii claim

ely, the owner or owners of such claims so situated
| be entitled to form a consolidation of suc. claims and
vater rights appurtenant thereto, so that they may be equip
ped and practically operated on one general system

“9. That any free miner who is the holder of a placer min-
g claim shall be entitled to a grant from the Gold Com
missioner of such quantity of unappropriated water from any
stream or lake, together with the right or privilege to con-
truct and maintain dams, gates, canals, ditches, flumes or
pipe-lines for the purpose of controlling such water as may
be necessary to work said ground effectively; said grant shall
continue in force until said placer claim or mine or consoli
dation of such claims or mines, shall be worked out or
ibandoned

“10. That the holder of a placer mining claim shall, after
he has expended in development work the sum of $500, be
entitled to a Crown grant thereof upon payment to the Gov
ernment of the sum of $5 per acre

11. That the holder or holders of a consolidation of placer
mining claims, after he or they shall have expended in the
iggregate at least $1,000 for each claim included in said con-
solidation, shall be entitled to a Crown grant thereof upon

payment to the Government of the sum of

5 per acre

12, That the holders of leases of placer mining ground ob
tained under the provisions of Part VII, of the Placer Min
ing Act shall be entitled to a Crown grant of the land in
cluded in said |
they have made
but in no case shall the holder of a lease be entitled to a
Crown grant until he shall have fully paid up all leasehold
rents due on such lease or consolidation of leases, and have

or consolidation of said leases, provided

the required expenditure in development;

paid to the Government the sum of $5 per acre

And be it further Resolved, That a free miner after a
Crown grant for a single placer mining claim, shall pay to-
wards the revenue of the Government a placer mining tax
of twenty-five cents per acre, and that the holder or holders
1 Crown grant for a consolidation of such placer mining
claims shall pay a placer mining tax of fifty cents per acre for

each and every acre included in the consolidation so Crown

granted

“And be it Further Resolved, That in the opinion of this
Association an amendment should be added to the Placer
Mining Act whereby a survey system should be kept so as
to prevent two records being made on the same ground or
location on newly discovered creeks or placers; said survey
to be made by a provincial land surveyor on each newly dis-
covered creek, placing posts at each 250 feet, to be numbered
consecutively 1, 2, 3, and so on, above, and 1, 2, 3, and so on
below, discovery; or in case a new creek has been discovered
aind no provincial land surveyor is within reach, any party of
miners may select one of their number to run a base line, the
expense of which shall be borne by the Government

“And be it Further Resolved, That in the opinion of this
Association the Water Clauses Consolidation Act should be
so amended as to enable the prospector, mineral or placer
miner, to secure the quantity of water required to operate his
mineral or placer claim by simply recording the same instead
of being compelled to pay the high rates now charged for
water privileges, which charges are entirely beyond his means;
and he shall be entitled to hold said water by record.

“And be it Further Resolved, That in the opinion of this
Association the beds of all rivers, creeks, gulches and ravines
draining placer mining districts or mineral mining districts,
shall be reserved from Crown grant and held open as a high-
way as a means of affording easement, outlet and drainage,
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md a place of deposit for tailings or waste required for the
weesstul operation of either placer or mineral mines

And be it Further Resolved, That in the opinion of this

er Mining Act should be » amended

that placer mining claims held within a lease shall become
v part of the lease when abandoned or worked out by the

placer clammant or purchased from him

And be 1t Further Resolved, That in the opmion of this
\ssociation, an amendment should be added to the Com

panies’ Act that will effectually prevent two or more com
panies using such silar names as to create confusion as to
which company 1s intended

Respectfully submitted
I'nos Dusn
JaMES MOORE
Joun Horrex
W. M. Loverie,
I. B. Howssox

Moved by Senator Reid, seconded by Mr. Smith Curtis as
follows

THE CROWN GRANTING OF PLACER CLAIMS

I'hat thn

Crown granted title

Convention favours legislation that will give
to placer claims for which leases are
given and for pl

expenditures to make them productive; provided, how

wcer claims which require grouping and

ever, that no Crown grants shall be obtainable until reason
ible expenditures  for permanent improvement hall  have
cen made, and provided, also, that among other safeguards,
restrictions shad be imposed protecting the shallow placer
niner, and provided, also, t

granted claims in years in which they are not reasonably

wdditional taxation of Crown

vorked, shall be imposed, and that in preparing new legis
tion upon the above lines the Government and Legislature
wre respectfully requested to give serious consideration t

the recommendatiens contained in the above mentioned re
port of the Placer Mines Committee

Sexator ReEip—I regret very much that the placer miner

has not been getting fair treatment as regards the Crown

mting of placer mining clain I'his is a subject which
I have thought of considerably and find that the crucial point

1s that we should have a Crown grant to our placer mines
nore especially in those of the character that require a great
deal of capital to develop, and in going before monied men
T estment  they ¢ o mMvest inoour mine knowing
that they have d and equitable t in the same. When
OSPH 1 ine owner ore them everything
( 1 ery nd thesc « rs listen very p
‘‘‘‘‘ tl them t they have not the Crown grant
nd that we only have the lease It is a mistake that we
hould not have placer clain placed on 1€
ineral clain for hich Crown gr iy
n expenditure of $500 | been made I'hey «
ecure e h d they ill not put their
ines and develop them. T may say that
diggi I w worked out in Cariboo and large amount
f capit ire required to work the deeper d ngs, and un
¢ Ve ( obtain this capit the country will stay wher
t nd we can | for no progre in the mining ind
(Mr. Reid then read a letter from Quesnelle showing his

mstruction 1o take ction on the lines of the resolutions

Ix. Curti \s seconder of this resolution I wish to say
fi vords in its support, and as to the reason why I sup

port it Tt is that the people who have now what we call hy

leases and 1 wreas of auriferous gravel that can
not he worked except wi

draulic ATy

1 large expenditure of money,
In the mines that we desire
this capital to be invested in there is a certain amount of

mnot get the required ca, ital

uncertainty of title Allow me to give you one instance.
I'here is a company in Cariboo, 1 forget its name, but Sen
itor Campbell is at the head of it. They have sunk a shaft
ot 500 feet; they have been working for years on that
ground and spending hundreds of thousands of dollars, and
if their company should run out of funds or be unable to
pay their rental to the Government or be unable to do their
work for a single year, the whole of that capital is imperilled,
and the Government, if it chooses—perhaps at the instiga
tion of some follower who has a pull—may take this claim
away from the man who has put all his capital into it and
leave it open for the first comer to comealong and stock
it and take possession of all the work they have done. There
are claims in British Columbia in which $40,000 to $50,000
have been spent; others over one hundred thousand dollars
md their leases are to-day in arrear I'here are a large
number of leases held by people who have expended money,
thousands and tens of thousands of dollars, who have, through
no fault of theirs except the want of capital, which they could
not get on account of conditions which have existed in Brit
ish Columbia during the recent years, been forced to give
up their claims because these leases are in  arrears and all
the money that they have put in, at a stroke of the pen is
struck out.  You don’t do that with the quartz miner Per
haps Mr. Hunter will oppose this—that he will tell you that
he is utterly opposed to these Crown grants—but every one
who is interested in mining quartz lodes must remember
that if Mr. Hunter had his way he would never give a
r one of them, so if you listen to him on
this subject you ought to go with him and say you will never
W,
[ contend that after a company has shown its good faith
ind not only expended money in development but put money
n mmprovements that they are entitled to have a Crown
hey ask for that and say in addition to that they

vnogrant

give any more Crown grants for any kind of property

grant
will pay taxation every year, and pay a higher rate of taxa
tion than any other class in this community is asked to do.
provisions  they
ire prepared to pay 50 cents an acre every year, and this mo

I'hey iy that  under their hydraulic

tion which I second provides in each and any year in which

there is not a reasonable expenditure for work they are to
pay additional taxes Now if they don’t pay that taxation

their property will eventually be sold for taxes or it will

revert to the Crown, and then it will be open for someone
to take it up, and while the taxes when they are not worked

dd considerably to the revenue they are still something that

1 large company would be able to raise and they would be
ble t nize, and would be able to say to capital
i ve can get a Crown grant for our land which will give
von security of title I'here will be no large expenditure in
these immense hydraulic propositions in British Columbia
mle you « give them this permanent title Mr. Hob
n will te nd others acquainted with the question and

wir Province will know it, and our reports ought to show
it, that we have rich mineral deposits and alluvial deposits

which require a large amount of capital to develop and
vhich require many millions of dollars to brit iter to
develop. Water may have to be brought a I tance,

ind 1 contend that this Association, made up of mine own
ers and miners, ranchers, farmers, and business men, if they
ire to show their good sense, must say to the capitalists
that we must have the money and that the capitalists will
have a fair show for their money, and that it shall not he at
the beck and call of any particular man to cut it off because
they are delinquent for the short space of one year. With
regard to placer leases T know it has occurred in this Prov
inve that hecanse when one man is in arrears for a year or two
yvears at the most he has had his leases cancelled although
he has spent a large amount of money, and yet another man
has had his lease in arrears for years and it is allowed to go
n. 1 have always contended that this law of leases should
be changed, but the Legislature in making its changes should
take the greatest possible care to safeguard what are called
the little placer claims and the man who puts down his stakes
for 250 feet and an additional 150 or whatever it is. He is

entitled to it as the first discovered I'hese prospectors
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should have a reasonable time to work out those placers and
when it comes down to the hydraulic claims the large capi
talist comes in, and he has to take up a reasonable amount
of the creek and river and is willing to invest millions and
hundreds of thousands of dollars whether it is paying or not
I say he should have a fair chance, and I believe in giving
a man who puts in $500 the same privilege as you give to a
man who develops the quartz claims and put in hundreds of
thousands and in some cases even over a million dollars
Mg, Hunterk—You must all admit that the placer mining
industry of British Columbia is one of the most important
assets that the Province has to-day: it is almost the sol
asset of Cariboo, and there are very few quartz lands there,
as you will know. 1 would just like to make a very few
remarks to let this Convention know what is the real condi
tion of the placer industry in Cariboo, and 1 would like to
say that 1 have felt since 1 attended this Convention that
we have been labouring under a  difficulty,
mproper information i connection with the
which we have to deal. 1 can tell you something about the
placer mining industry in Cariboo to-day, which information
will be of great SISt you in com
ing to a practical and just conclusion In the district of
Cariboo there are a very large number of placer claims that
are held under lease. Some of these
but T believe that the majority of them are not working, and
yet they are held under those leases. What is the reason of
that? It is simply this: In some cases the Gold Commis
siorer has failed to cancel these leases as he most surely

sometimes o

subject  with

value to you and will

claims are working

should have done and

» given a chance to other men to go
in and locate that ground. 1f the Minister of Mines were on
Monday morning to give the Gold Commissioner of Cariboo
mstructions to cancel those leases in one or two weeks there
would be a very large amount of additional placer mining
ground in Cariboo open for location and for working. That
What would be the condition
Why, it
would be just this, the ground would not he worked the samc
as it is now, but that land would be held and nobody but the
man who was holding it and not working it could hold it or
work it.  What is the position of the placer mining industry
of Cariboo? 1 am sorry to say )
not one of those large enterprises of which we have heard

1s the condition under leases
if all that ground was held under Crown grant

I am sorry to say, sir—that

so much is on a paying basis to-day and the only paying placer
claims in Cariboo are «
worked under modern conditions. Now sir, I would ask this
Convention what different position would those large claims

iims which are of modern size and

be in if they had Crown grants for their ground? I'hey
would just be in the same position as they are to-day—the

position of not paying their shareholders a cent of dividend

It makes no difference I'hey have been working all the
same as if they were Crown granted and there is no differ
ence. What is a Crown grant? A Crown grant, [ conceive
to be a placer mining claim which would be absolute title

to that claim without any reserve or any modification what
ever. You cannot introduce in the Crown grant condition
which will prevent the holder of a placer mining claim from
simply paying his taxes, and let that ground lie {
there is no remedy. Tt is all very well to say you can tax the
claim, say 25 cents or 50 cents an acre; but what does that

rever, and

amount to? ubject to the incidence
of taxation and subject to charges in the amount of taxes,
and although you may pay 25 or 50 cents tax per acre on the
placer mining claim to-day, the Legislature next session may

reduce that taxation to 10 cents an acre

Every picce of land is

ind the next session

it may take the tax off altogether; then where are vou? The
holder of. Crown grants could then snap his fingers at the
public. Here yon would have a placer mining claim under
a Crown grant and warning everyone off the ground. T will

tell you of some of the conditions that T know of in Cari
hoo. T know of one corporation in Cariboo which has plas
tered its notices all over the valley of Alexandria eight miles
in length, and that corporation, T believe, is just waiting until
the Crown grant system is adopted to put a Crown grant on
every one of those locations and, according to my estima-
ttion and calculation, when that is done it will have sufficient

ground to work to occupy it for 250 years, and that com
pany would then be in a position to warn every miner off that
What is the state of placer mining to-day? Any
placer mining company can very conveniently get two and a
1 creck and valley Is not that enough? If
my of you gentlemen have walked two and a half miles on any
of these creeks in the mountains on a hot summer day you

ground

half miles of

vould naturally believe that a man who could accompany

vou on all that ground and own it would have a pretty good
thing; but they are not satisfied with that I'hey want to
orral the whole country I'hen there is another question

I noticed a corporation in London was congratulating its
company the other day that it had seven miles of a creek
located under the leasehold system, and it did not know how
to praise the mining laws of British Columbia on the system
of placer mining because the company could acquire seven
miles of a creek. Another company with which [ am particu
larly acquainted has placer mining leases centred over the
whale district of Cariboo. | do not know how many of them
It may have altogether thousands of acres of land across
Quesnelle Lake and then on Lightning Creek 40 or 50 miles
distant I'hat  company
lands, and more than that, it wants Crown grants on Light
and on another claim which is 40
I'here is an
other company which holds its land under several leases; that

wants Crown grants for all its

ning Creek to he place
or 50 miles away, which it will never touch

company to my own personal knowledge has not done a tap
of work on that ground for four or five years. It is waiting
for a chance to Crown grant that land so that it may continue
for all eternity to stand and look at it. These are some of
the instances which T wish to bring before vou, and which
will show you the conditions of the placer mining industry
in Cariboo. T can assure you that as we have heen abolish

ing several of the burdens that inflict the miners we propose

to aholish now in this measure and abolish for ever the indi
vidual and the small miner from the district of Cariboo
(Cries of “No, no.™) Tt has been said by Mr. Curtis (He
has asked the question) why, if we give Crown grants to
mineral claims, why should not the same privilege be given
to placer claims, and he thinks that is a very knottv ques
tion: but to me it is quite plain Iere is a vast difference
between a mineral and a placer claim. In the first place a
mineral claim is not nearly so large in extent as a placer claim
Now, vou take the famous in history, and
famous in every other way, and famous now, I am glad to
say, as a dividend payer. What do you think is the area of
that claim? What is the length
1

placer claim of two and a half miles

famous Le Roi

1,500 feet as against a

I'here is a very great
difference indeed in giving a Crown grant over a small piece
of land like that instead of giving a Crown grant over two

nd a half miles, and mineral claims are smaller in extent
than placer claims  Of course it will be said that the prin
iple is the same It is only a matter of degrec In answer

to that T will say T helieve verily that if mineral claims were
given under proper restrictions there would not he nearly so
many claims in Kootenay and the mineral districts tied up
as there are to-day. | heartily agree with the details brought
in by the committee on placer mines, and T am perfectly sat
istied that if those details in the lease and other ameliorations
ire provided for and those details carried out, that the placer

mining industry of Cariboo will be placed in a very good
believe that this Convention does not

desire or does not wish that any man should support in this

position to-day I

Convention what he conscientiously believes to bhe wrong,
no matter whether it is the report of the committee or not,
and not only that, T believe that this Convention does not
expect me on the floor of the Legislature if this is approved
of by this Convention, to suport it even there, and I can
tell this Convention even now that T will not support that
proposition on the floor of the Legislature, and T will go still
further and say if the Legislature approves of it T will with
every confidence carry it to the court of highest resort—to
the tribunal from which there is no appeal—the people of
3ritish Columbia.

Mg. Artexanper, of Bullion—I would move a resolution:
That the resolutions submitted by Mr. Hunter, Mr. Moore

S —
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and Mr. Borland, and the resolution handed in by the Atlin

branch, be read. 1 might say in connection with the resolu-

tion submitted by Mr. Hunter that on Keithley is one of
those small mines which is making a dividend up in the
Kootenay country

Motion seconded

Mg, PoLLen, of Fort Steele—1 have not had an opportunity
of speaking, and 1 belong to the placer country. I come from
Fort and the
country is capable of producing a very large and profitable
I think the people should bear in mind that the
Crown grant will bear very hard on those men who have taken
out short time men have worked the
rich placer claims and it is through their work that these big
placer companies have come in, and in that very country it is
certainly perfectly true that claims have been tied up for a
number of and 1 myself oppor-
tunity of dealing with them. That could only be done by the
payment of a large sum of money; the people who held the
claims did not work them. Those claims finally went out of
the hands of the people who tried to deal with them in the
right way and I myself did a certain amount of work upon

Steele where we have several miles of creek

industry
I'hose

leases for a

years, wished to have an

them. 1 was able to get a company to start those claims by
working them on the hydraulic basis, but the terms of the
leases were not attractive, and since that time those claims
have gone into other hands. There are two lots together,
ind in other cases there is a single one, in which the pros
pector formed a company. Well, if these claims were Crown
granted, I do not think that would induce capital to invest
money in them more freely I think those large companies

should be assisted in every way to continue their work, but 1
think at the same time that justice should be done to the poor
man. Those placer claims are worked by men who can only d
that work, and they can do what nobody else can do

Mr. Carey, of Barkerville—There seems to be a wrong im-

pression that every one has to apply for
I think,

1 Crown grant and

ilso, that one of the reasons why so much of this
country is tied up and leases held
the lack of capital. 1 have claims

worked is
ind I have spent thous
to-day I have not a dollar to
No doubt T will arrange the rent be
it becomes due, but 1T have not one dollar to go on with
Now, |

want to

without being

inds of dollars
pay the
Tore

on them, and
rent of them
the development work
valuable and I do not
grant I would have a chance to sell off
it has been my ince |
that the lack of good and stable title is wl

believe that those claims are

If T had a Crown
1 part of them, and
have

lose them

experience ever been in Cariboo

it hinders me from

raising capital. T have been more or less of a prospector for
the last twenty ye ind having a little technical knowlec

ibout the matter and a little legal knowledge, T know
whereof T speak. T have been to the Old Country four or

five times in the last five years for the special purpose of rais
ing capital and T would not like 1o tell you of the expres
f capitalists when I mentioned British

having Crown grants. I am in favour

sions
and not
of Crown grants, and
I have come to that conclusion from personal experience that
Crown grants should be given to placer claims and thus in
duce capital to come in and invest in the development of the
Id alluvial deposits of the Province

Mgr. Higscurierp, of Atlin—Mr
ideas upon Crown granting. I say that none of those leases
would have beep tied up if the conditions of that resolution
had been complied with, that has been put forth to-day. All
those would have had to certain amount of
work done on them which benefits the working man, 1 will
explain why. Ile says there is a creek eight miles long taken
up by a company. 1 ask you how much that company would
have to spend to earn a Crown grant under those conditions?
They would have to develop that eight mile creek to the ex-
tent of its length. No man, if he is sane, will spend his
money in developing a property which he does not want.
Now, as a working miner, for myself T never staked a lease
in Atlin because I could not afford it, but if T had been ab's

Columbia

immense

Hunter has given us his

leases have a
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a lease there I would have done so. If a man takes
up a lease he would be able to do exactly what Mr. Hunter
would do; that is he would be able to prospect a
iim, put his money in it and then he could get a Crown
grant if he thought well of it. There is no prospector that
will not spend his last dollar if he can get a color. 1 want
to show you the fallacy of the argument. 1 claim that the
Crown grant system is best for the poor man. It protects him
and prevents the capitalists striking him down. In our coun-
try if a2 man takes up a lease, what happens him? Some one
and stakes around him and he gets frozen out.
ymetimes he gets something very rich I'his legislation 1s
not for companies; this legislation is for the individual
miner. 1 can go in to-morrow if this bill went through the
Legislature—1 could go through Atlin and and
take up placer land and work it part of the time and go to
work for Mr. Hobson or any other hydraulic company, and
in the winter when it is shut down I could live in that coun
try and work my claim, and 1 could defy Mr. Hobson's or
any other working company to take that claim if I have a
Crown grant for it tied up in
that country is not what Mr. Hunter says as regards the Gold
Commissioner, but it is the want of an order-in-council by the
claim that the Gold Commissioner
can do is to recommend, and by
one stroke of the pen there can be an order-in-council that
that lease can without knowing the conditions
of it. I claim we should support this resolution heartily, both
in our own interests and the working man, You cannot tell
me it is going to work a hardship on you. 1 know hundreds
of men who would own claims, but what causes them not to?
I'hat bad law of proxy, which allows people to live in Lon

to stake

says he

comes In

Cariboo

I'he reason why leases are

Lieutenant-Governor. 1
has no jurisdiction; all he

be cancelled

don and take up claims bhecause one man went in there with
proxies, but if a Crown grant had been allowed, under its
conditions they would have had to do a certain amount of

work and every one of those tied up leases would have been
worked. Mr. Tunter pays
the people of the province if it does not pay a If the
here and puts $100,000 in this Province and

ys the mines don't pay. I say it
mimner

omes

company «
if they
the world and it

take out $20,000, that goes to enrich the Province and

goes to pay for farmers' produce and wages

It was remarked that the product of gold was no criterion
What becomes of all the gold taken out? Tt all goes to en
rich the working man and the merchant, and the machinery
man and the manufacturer, and you are all interested in it,

ind 1 claim if we can get Crown grants we can get all the

capital we need, and the working man will be benefited by
it I'he companies will enlarge their plants; they will em
ploy more men, times will get better, the era of prosperity
vill arrive, and to-day the whole placer country is tied up
because they are allowed to be held by men who never had

iy intention to do any work on them whatever, and if that
clause is put in, that Crown after
that work is done, these companies would have employed an

grants will only be given

immense amount of labour and spent an immense amount of
capital to obtain these Crown grants and the country would
have been enriched—I have not figured it up. Mr. Hunter

did not speak long enough—but you can just imagine the im

mense area tied up by never-worked leases in the Cariboo
district. If that whole area was paying 50 cents an acre the
revenue of British Columbia would he far greater and we
would have lots of money in the treasury If you don’s

support that measure I tell you, gentlemen of this Convention,
one of the that

ing to down best measures

you are vote

was ever brought before any convention

motion before the Convention is that
Hunter bhe read. Are you

Mg, Cuameman—The
the resolution submitted by Mr
ready for the question?

Mr. J. B. Honson, of Bullion—After having had the reso
lutions adopted and sent here for your consideration, and
backed by from of the
tions which, T claim, represent over 70 per cent. of the mining
population of the Cariboo District, you will be satisfied that
the including the prospector, miner, farmer and
business men of Barkerville, Quesnelle, Soda Creek, Bullion,

instructions several branch associa

residents,

i
I
1,
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Quesnelle Forks, Keithley, Quesnelle Lake, Horsefly and One
Hundred and Fifty Mile House differ with the stand taken
by Mr. Joseph Hunter, M.P.P., and favour the issuance of
Crown grants for placer mining claims. It would be im-
possible for a Crown grant issued on the plan proposed by
the resolutions to lock up the deep auriferous alluvial deposits
of the Province from exploration and development as tightly
as they are now locked up by the leasehold system in force
under the provisions of Part VIL. of the Placer Mining Act
On the watershed of the Quesnelle River alone there are
about 250 leases covering an area of about 20,000 acres, and
out of this number of leases the only ones worked during
the season of 1902 were as follows ly the Consolidated
Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Company, thirty-four leases, upon
which was expended in development $146,000; three at Span-
ish Creek, expenditure about $4,000; three on north side of
South Fork of Quesnelle River, expenditure about $6,000;
six leases on main Quesnelle River, exepnditure about
$20,000; North Fork of Quesnelle River, two leases, expen-
diture about $2,000; Keithley Creek, five leases, exepnditure
about $15000; Horsefly and Harpers’, ten leases, expenditure
for development work about $20,000, making a total of sixty-
six leases that had expenditures made upon them for devel-
opment work done in 1902 out of 250 leases, leaving 184
leases, having an area of about 14,720 acres, that have been
held and laid over from year to year by some means unknown
to the prospectors and miners of the district without having
any expenditure whatever made upon them for development
It is true, as Mr. Hunter claims, that one English company
operating at Barkerville and vicinity holds under lease
a large number of placer claims in that region, and holds as
well a iarge number of placer leases on Cunningham Creek,
more than twenty miles from Barkerville, together with
thirty to forty miles of the Cariboo Lake and Swamp River
for dredging purposes, and T am safe in saying that not a
dollar has been expended for development work on the two
last named lots of leases since they were issued several years

ago and this stupendous consolidation was authorized, we
are told, under the provisions of Section 102 of Part VII. of
the Placer Mining Act. Is it not time that something was
done to remedy the defects of that act? It must appear plain
to every prospector, miner or business man in this Conven-
tion that under the provisions of Part VII. of the Placer
Mining Act the prospector is barred from securi a pros
pecting claim and holding it within his means. The legiti
mate investor is also barred from entering the deep placer
mining field, first, by being refused a stable title that will
warrant him in feeling safe in making the large investment
required to equip and open large hydraulic or drift mining
properties, and secondly, when the investor did enter the
field to look for an investment he was held up for outrage
ous prices running as high as $10,000 per lease by the specu-
lation syndicates who have held the placer mining regions
locked up for years and runs him out to seek other and more
favourable fields for placer mining investments The
Cariboo country is so bady locked up from the prospector,
and has been for the past ten years, that it has depopulated
to about 30 per cent. of what the mining population was
out six years ago. Men are so scarce that crews for large
companies have to be secured at other points and their ex-
penses paid up and down the Cariboo Road to induce them
to work in the mines. If the enormous areas of deep placers
now unworked and locked up under the provisions of Sec-
tion VII of the Placer Mining Act are thrown open as pro-
posed the prospectors will rush into the field, take up claims,
work for wages during the summer, and prospect his claim
during the winter. e becomes a permanent settler, a deter-
mined and industrious demonstrator of the millions of wealth
that remains to be recovered from the enormous gold alluv-
ial deposits of the Province I'he investor, encouraged by
the encouraging prospects found by the prospector, backed
by a good title under a Crown grant, will rush into the field
for investment, and a great deep gravel mining industry
will develop, the output of which will outrival that of any
known placer mining fields of the world. T hope the resolu-
tions will be adopted as reported by the committtee

H8T

Mgr. Moore, of Quesnelle Lake—As one of the oldest pio
neers in British Columbia, and among the first men that lo-
cated a claim in this Proivnce, I crave your indulgence for a
few minutes. 1 am not a speaker. 1 have done all my talk
ing in British Columbia for the last forty-five years with the
pick and shovel. (Applause.) I have been sent to this
Convention by working miners and prospectors, and I will
read to you some of the resolutions, as they will be read to
you pretty soon. (Laughter.) I told you before I was not a
speaker, and 1 told you before, or I am going to tell you
now, that if you expect I am going to make a speech I will
have to disappoint you; but I can tell you, gentlemen, from
my own personal knowledge of auriferous ground in this
country—I can speak of the Cariboo, the Omineca, and all
those districts—there are large areas of auriferous alluvials
there; they are locked up from the prospector and the small
miner and they cannot touch them under the present law. I
i an old prospector and as soon as I have a dollar in my
pocket 1 prospect with it. A few years ago myself and a
few more miners started to open up a deep placer mine. We
spent all the money we had in hand, some $9,000. It was very
little to a big company, but it was considerable to poor min
ers like we were. Well, we spent the last dollar we had and
when we looked for capital to go into it they asked me what
title 1 had. 1 told them I had a lease, and they would not
look at it, but to-day, if T can get a Crown grant T can get
capital to open that mine. To-day I have $7,000 or $8,000
worth of machinery resting in that mine, and furthermore I
was not able to comply with the terms of my lease; I could
not spend my thousand dollars a year on it and $50 lease
on it, and T was forced to abandon that ground after all my
hard labour. Gentlemen, I thank you for your kind atten
tion. (Cries of “Go on. Go on.”) Well, T do not know that
I can say much more; but gentlemen, if you give the indi
vidual miner and prospector a Crown grant there is not a
prospector in Cariboo but will open up those auriferous alluv-
ials that we have now locked up and they will prove the
value of those mines, and when he proves the value he can
then get capital, and i ad of one mine owner being in the
Cariboo country to-day, if that law is passed, there will be
hundreds more than there are to-day; and further, there will

be towns spring up in that country where there is now a

wilderness. (Applause.)

Mr. Gaunce—Coming from the quartz mining country |
am almost entirely ignorant, as | presume a large number of
delegates from quartz mining districts are, of placer mining
conditions and regulations. T have listened to the speeches
on this question with a great deal of interest and T have lis-
tened particularly to the last speech with a particular interest,
as it appeared to me to be the most convincing speech to my
mind, of the evening; but it occurs to me it would throw some
light on the subject if that report was taken up section by
section and the conditions sought to be changed were briefly
explained by the gentlemen who have the matter in hand
Those long speeches do not give me the information T would
like in detail for an intelligent vote to be cast. Tt seems to
me that it would let a whole lot of us out of the dark if these
particular changes sought in the placer law were taken up in
detail and explained at the time. T merely suggest this as
a mode of getting enlightenment on this subject

Mg, Anams, of Cariboo—I was very sorry indeed to hear
the expressions of my friend Mr. Hunter, who was in the
Legislature with myself for quite a length of time, and 1T
would beg to take exception to quite a number of remarks
he has made. He seems to be very well posted on the num-
her of claims held in Cariboo not worked. In going over the
Crown grants where the leases were we had quite a picture
of Lightning Creek. T am interested in Lightning Creek and
as for Beaver Creek T am fairly well interested in that creek
also, T know that the mouth of the Keithley Creek is not
held by leases and as far as Lightning Creek is concerned
there are companies on Lightning Creek which have done an
immense amount of work. T will instance one. My friend,
Senator Reid, and a few others got quite a lot of capital
that was supposed to be enough to finish the work and put

|
|




the mine on a business basis, but after expending all the
money that the shareholders subscribed they had still to go
back to the shareholders for another large amount of
money. In the meantime the claim was shut down, taking
all the risks tha surround the holding of a lease under lease
hold. After spending the money which was arrived at by the
second request made on the company they were again asked
to spend another considerable amount I'hat company has
spent over $200,000 and the ground, as Mr. Curtis said in
the early part of the debate, is open for any one who wants
to go and take it. I am very sorry indeed that Mr. Hunter
made an attack on our Gold Commissioner (who is, 1 believe,
one of the best in the Province) for not cancelling the leases
that were held so long unworked Mr. Moore's lease has
been cancelled. 1 will give you that instance where the lease
was cancelled,

Mg, HunTER—Five leases of mine were cancelled and |
did not complain.

Mg. Apams—Now, looking over this system and consider
ing the difficulties the placer miner has had in the past, I
think that when a representative body comes from the min
ing sections, whether placer or mineral, whatever their de
sires may be, they should have the support of this Conven
tion I'his gentleman tells us of a number of leases that
have been held in Cariboo and asks why they are held with
out being worked? Years ago when we thought the lease
system—or before the lease system had got into such disre
pute—ma

y of us took up leaseholds with the hope of getting
capital to work them, and there is none of us but has been
trying to get capital into the country for these leaseholds,
and 1 may say that we have paid a great deal of our money
out in our efforts to get capital. The measure which is be
fore the Convention which has been read over this evening
if passed by the Legislature votes protection to all classes of
placer miners. The small miner is guarded by his 250 foot
claim in shallow diggings, and the investor has a title that
goes behind everything, and I think that we have approached
the matter in a liberal spirit. You will see in the latter sec
tion of the resolution that we offered to pay a tax such as we
have been doing and the only thing we want an improvement
on is the title, and that, T think, ought to be given to us

Mg. Marsu, of Rossland—Although I have been engaged
in quartz miming for some years [ am somewhat familiar with
the placer mining. T only want to say a few words, that these
results before the Convention appear to represent the

con
census of opinion of the committee who were selected by the
placer miners and who were selected to look into all phases

nf. the question. Now, T will say on the o.her side, that none
of us who own a thirty-foot town lot or city block would
Irlll!\‘ a building on it of any description, or invest any money
in it, until we first examined its title, dnd if that is not good
we do not want anything to do with it. Any kind of an in

vestment, whether it is a cannery, factory, saw mill, or build
ing a house, the capitalist wants to know what the title is
before he puts a dollar in it, and if we ask capital to come
here and invest in the mines we want to give them a title
and a title which should answer their purpose

Mg CuammaN—The motion is that certain documents be
read for your information prior to deciding the question
Shall these documents he read

Motion carried and petition presented by Mr. Hunter, M
P.P., was read

Mg. Deverevx of Hedley City—I followed Mr. Hunter
at least I tried to follow Mr. Hunter—and 1 fancy he would
have us all believe that that country is to-day a iﬂ.m-r min
ing country, that is for the ordinary class of miners. Now,
I think that that class of mining was done in that country a
great many years ago. Is it a fact that there is still carr

ied

on that class of mining, or are the individual prospectors
trying to work hydraulic properties, or what is it? Or are
they simply sluicing on the bars of the river? If placer
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ground in that country is so worked his argument is vain,
but if it is hydraulic leases those individual miners will fall
in with this Crown granting of their claims. I would like
Mr. Hunter to explain

Mg, Hunter—I may tell my friend, Mr. Devereux, that
in the district of Cariboo to-day there are lots of claims
worked by individual miners, and these miners have never
heard of a capitalist in their life—never heard of the Stand-
ard Oil Co. or of Rothschild who was going to throw so
much money into the Cariboo when the Crown grant system
was adopted

Mg, HexpersoN, of Asheroft—There is no question about
it, the hydraulic mining interest has a grievance, and the
hydraulic mining, as it exists to-day in Cariboo, is on a very
poor basis. 1 may say that the titles granted from the Gov
ernment are a distinct failure, a delusion and a snare; and
those who have had any experience with that branch of the
mining industry in British Columbia must know it 1s impos
sible to get capital there under the present state of titles.
For instance, it is quite possible under the present conditions
for a man to take out a permit on the very ground covered
by a lease; it is quite possible for a man to take the Crown
grant of an agricultural holding on the very ground covered
by the lease, and it is quite possible for a man to stake a
townsite on the ground covered by the lease, or for a man to
stake a quartz claim, and get a Crown grant on this ground
covered by the lease. I know from my own experience where
it has occurred, and where it is in existence to-day. One
man having the Crown grant can practically take the returns
of the holder of a leasc Another thing is this: Under the
present system of leases water has to be obtained, and must be
sbtained in all hydraulic mines. Now, that lease will run out

in twenty vears, and perhaps three or four years before the
lease runs ont another man comes along and he stakes the
water for other property, and that under the present exist
ing bad law is allowed to go to the other property, although
the leaseholder may be entitled to the water on his land, and
there will be as a result of this litigation over the water. I
have stated what is largely the defect in regard to the pres
ent holdings of the title, but the remedy proposed is what
I object to, as it is going to tie up Cariboo in a way it has
never heen tied up heretofore, and the country will never be
prospected to bring capital into it. Just take this question of
water. You don’t seem to understand that the hydraulic
mine means the utter and totat destruction of the land over
which that lease is if that land is worked, for the effect of
hydraulic mining completely destroys the utility of the land
yr all time to come and grass will never again grow on that
round You cannot fertilize it under any condition over
the place where the water has run, and where the water is got
ut of a tunnel you have a regular hole, and the land is
lestroyed. Now these diggings for placer grounds are lim

ited to an exception, practically speaking. They do not go
up the sides of mountains. They are in the beds of creeks
It is true we have hill and drifting claims, and light grounds
don’t apply to them I'hey work injury and damage and
don’t meet the conditions which arise in their proper work
Take a deep claim, for instance I'ake such a claim as Mr
Hobson has. He has a shaft in the neighbourhood of 300

feet and a tunnel of 1,100 feet. That is a quartz claim and
worked as a quartz claim, and does not destroy all the sur
rounding land or everything it touches, like hydraulic min
ing. These two classes of mines should be separated, and
Crown grants should be given to the mines operated the
same as the quartz mine A quartz mine does not destroy
the ground the same as an hydraulic mine does, for the
hydraulic claim requires a great deal of water pressure to
operate it, and once you turn loose that pressure it destroys
everything. Why, T have seen trees blown off the bank
into the river from the force of that water, and they would
go down the river standing upright like that

A Voice—That is a pretty big tree story. (Laughter.)

Mg, HenpersoNn—I saw it in North Bend. The tree was
blown off the plain into the river, and it went down the
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river standing up. As | said before, the ground covered by
leases are usually along the beds of creeks. lake a creek of
ten miles long. A man comes along and he gets a Crown
grant at the mouth of it. The water necessary to work that
comes from that river or that creck, or from a neighbouring
creek. Now, all the water necessary to work that creek
can be taken up under the conditions set down in the report
of this committee by the owner of the Crown grant at the
mouth of the creek, and the remaining ten miles of that
creek cannot be worked, and the man who has Crown grant
ed his claim at the mouth of the creek locks up those eight
or ten placer claims that might otherwise be taken up at
the mouth of the creek, by reason of this water monopoly
I'hat condition of affairs in the case of Crown grants would
simply block the working of the creek, whereas in case of
leases it would not do so. A man would be compelled to
work this ground for a certain number of years or else for
feit his lease I'he remaining leases on that creek are
locked up and in the possession of the owner of these two
Crown grants at the mouth of the creek. ‘The other ques
tion in my mind is the cost, the expenditure of $1,000 a year
to work it. It is simply outrageous, in order to work a placer
claim, that one should have to pay this amount. A thousand
dollars is by no means a mild figure, and there are very few
claims in Cariboo to-day that don't require a milder pitch,
and at the same time this amount is excessive, and it would
be a great deal better in the interest of of mining to have it
reduced. Another clause in the lease which ought to e
changed is that the leaseholder should not touch any agri-
cultural ground. He cannot destroy the property if he keeps
agricultural ground. These are the most forcible objections
and possible objections which ought to be met and which
the Legislature ought to legislate upon, and remove from
the statute book, but it is the remedy which is proposed bLy
this committee, and that remedy alone, that T have any ob
jection to. 1 do not object to Crown grants if they are
made for ten years instead of five, or to leases if they are
given for forty years instead of twenty, but this commit
tee, although they have had the matter in hand for four or
five days, bring in this matter to-night; but they have left un
touched the main point
ous to ask for a Crown grant for $500 worth of work. Five
hundred dollars’ worth of work does not amount to any
thing unless you have water on the ground. It would not
build a dam, and to say that by giving $500, which, as |
said, would not build a dam, you can secure a Crown grant

to a mineral claim, is simply preposterous to my mind

To my mind it is simply preposter

Mg. J. B. Hossox—The question before you to-night is on
of the greatest propositions that has come before you here,
with the exception of the labour proposition. It affects every
man in this Province, be he a miner, a prospector, a merchant,

a professional man, or any other class. 1 am the owner of
a large property in Cariboo including 34 leases—34 leases for
which we have to pay $30 a year each. We are required

o expend by the provisions of Part VII of the Placer Min
ing Act $34000. 1 will tell you, gentlemen, there has not

been a year since | have been in charge of the property that
we have not expended from $100.000 to $150,000 annually,
and another thing T will tell you right here, I don't come
here to seck for a Crown grant for that property. 1 h
personal motive in moving this proposition.  We pay
vear for each of the leases, and we have been able to pay

¢ no

fortunately, per claim per year. During the progress of our
work we have expended $1,000000. That was distributed
fully 70 per cent. to the labourer and the balance between
the merchant, the stock man, and the farmer During the
progress of the development of that property we have taken
out $1,077.000, all of which was expended in the country
hesides what we put in ourselves. For myself T have put
in $170,000 in the enterprise in which T am interested in
British Columbia. T took it out of the mines of California
and put it in here—(Hear, hear.)—because there are better
mines of that class in this country than there are in any part
of the world. T have not moved in this proposition backed
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up by my company. They don't care I'hey are obliged to
pay the charges made upon the leasehold system, and are
willing to pay, and it would be cheaper to pay them than to
go to the expense of securing Crown grants I'his year my
associates, including myself, have put up another two hundred
thousand dollars to assist in completely developir~ that pro
perty I'wo hundred thousand dollars 1s going in agan this
next year together with what we may be fortunate envcugh
to take out, and 1 believe the result of our investment wil
be to demonstrate to the world that you have the richest and
grandest deep alluvial country in the world—(Applause.)

and 1 know already you have it because 1 have been over 1t
and examined it from a geological standpoint. It was the
losses of such men as James Moore and other prospectors
in that country that induced me to move in this proposition
It was in the interest of the individual miner, in the interest
of the prospector, and the class that 1 belong to myself. It
is in their interest that 1 move in this matter and I have
moved in it at my own expense. No company backs me m
the cost of going over this country and organizing these local
1 have done it, 1 say, out of loyalty to this

orgamzations
Provinee If we cannot develop our resources,
are they It has been claimed that companies lock it up. |
claim there is not a company that has locked it up at all
It is locked up to-day, not only the placer mining lands, for
sixty miles west of me on the Quesnelle River—not by minc
owners or companies, but by syndicates of schemers who took

what good

up that country after I commenced developing the Cariboo
mines, just merely for the purpose of selling it if they had
i chance, to some outsider, and there is no country that

locked up as that Cariboo country is to-day. It would be im
possible to lock it up tighter. It has been locked up for forty

years under the leasehold system, and where has the deve
opment resulted? The company that I represent has paid m
the last ten vears over $50,000 to the revenue of this Prov

ince, more than all the others in that region. We have paid
000 to $12,000 a year towards the revenue of this

from
comntry, and not one dollar has been paid by the members
of those syndicates of schemers in the way of leasehold rent
or in development work, and how they lock up the country
md how they are allowed to do it T cannot say, unless it is
w special favour. 1 say under the present laws a prospector
is barred from entering that placer field. e must first dig
to § to secure a lease, and what individual miner
is able to spend $1,000 as well in a country like that, where

he can only work from seven to eight months in the year
His earnings will not allow him to do it, so his chances are

harred and he has left us. They stay until they find they can

not hold prospect claims, and to-day in the district of Cari
boo (and T leave it to Mr. Hopp, who is operating a large
proposition at Barkerville) that it is hard to get labour by pay

I'he country is deserted practically

n 1 fair rate of wages
nd unless something is done to remedy this evil it will be
locked up worse, and T claim, gentlemen, that a man like

James Moore who has addressed you here to-night,—it
i men like him that T am moving in his interest and i

to-day, becaunse if the prospector is debar
ym entering the field, where do you expect development
to come from? He is the man who should be legislated for
instead of put down and discouraged, and should be encour
wed to enter all the districts of all this Province. T am no

speaking in the interest of capital, but of course, as you kno
eat industry. You can
ns unless you have

capital is necessary to develop this

not develop large hydraulic propositi
large amowmnt of capital, and to show you what it costs to get
water on these propositions, T will say that it has cost my
company anywhere from $1,000 to $25000 per mile to con
struct thirty-three miles of canal, all constructed by lahour
and the money that they earned was distributed in the coun
trv. Now. then, so far as Barkerville district being locked
up hy Crown grants, as stated to you by previous speakers
T will say this: TIn 1802 T was looking over the country for
the purpose of investment, and this ground in the bed of the
creeks below Barkerville was offered to me. T found that
there were four Crown grants covering these creeks. They
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mall Crown grants, and there were four of them. Now

dy to prove by one of the delegate Mr. John
ther ge en (there is Mr. Rogers, a merchant
rkerville ) that ese Crown granted lands so re

worked

d ( Ve onur y
here 1y be ne below Stanley that are not; but
t have beer Barkerville di
t have been worked o been advised by
ponsible reliable men bar the prospec
r, as | before, how to develop thi
try If he does 1 ente get value how
)y expect capital to fi timate capita
to prove hrst the value ind next the title |
WO panic ¢ in Boston d one in New York
ree yea o, and Mr nth Curtis can advise 1 th
e ntee R T ure here reque the Government ot
British Columbia to give me ¢ rt of stable title in order
that ne millions of dollars could be n ted in the Can
hoo district, and be distributed to the merchants and other
ur cities, but | barred and lown up princi
y by y friend, Mr. Hun lis influence use
ving any title t ! t ¢
m that country
V. HuNTER—You are wrong there
Horson—1 knoy im right l
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Mg, Cuamkman—You have heard the report of the com
tee St this resolution | wdopted?
he questior then put and motion carried

HE FERNIE STRIKE

~. CoLoNer Prior—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: A
a little time ago to
ed
troubles that are at
carried, 1

gentlemen, in fact [

Convention
t that a committee should be
to Fernie to try and
'nt  takir
1animously

ippointed to proce

settle the labour

place there I'hat was

Now I am told

believe,
know,
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t My Mackenzic t)

from Ottawa, 1

King, e Deputy Minister of Labour

there at present trying to bring about a set
that dispute I'herefore 1 it might be an

for the present time to with him

interfere

to bring about a settlement I think, though,

be a good idea for me, or the Government, i

n t y, to send a telegram to Mr. King stating that such
col has been formed to-day and is willing and
eady i ervices to assist in bringing about a set

labour question at Fernie if he ces fit to

d up to Fernie fering my rvices « ny man the
Government might see fit to employ to bring about a set
ement, but they stated that Mr. King was on his way there
nd it might complicate matter I have t been told by
wur rthy treasurer, Mr. I‘raser it although this com
nittee | been appointed, it would he impossible to send
hen e there are no funds with which to pay their
xpense if Mr. King to brin bout ettle
11 it this Association should ¢ their very
ende t ee that that committec « p and tries
out ettlement, for the ser nsequences that
1 tl disastr trike ire more than any
re 1 CONCeive I'he hole country, the whole min
miry of the Kootenays and the Boundary, may be
for ndehnite period unle the miners of Fernie
l ners of t e coal mines come peedy settle
N 1 here ¢ no funds in the treasury
\ vervbody | done est to bring
\ ' wether and put it o rm footing, but
¢ d to-day tal { ney 1 tart an
{ i1s kind, b d | reut nces | may
1 government are willing to provide the funds for
t commitiee to go to Fernie. (Applause.) And I tell you,
( ' id gentlemer though there are no funds
v an e for that purpose, because there was
n f the H for any such
’ e time we ar ing to risk that and sup
\ ne ry funds and to take t risk of the Legisla
re tir 1 [ do not believe, however, that there
¢ I 1€ 1 the House who would refuse his
1 \ f | 1 fn v bein ranted for
entle f the most
cen br t up in this assembly
I t y d r duty ernment
' res British ( ia at heart
y—f [ illy be a
" ' \ th ind vhich msignificant
¢ consequences which are invol
| i b f of the Government, wish to make
he offer, that if Mr. M enzie King does not
¢ peedily I provide fur for 1 m
¢ 1 nd see w t 1 do with
I tion

A Delegate of Viet I would like to ask the Premier

( question, if he will telegraph to Mr. Mackenzie King

but 1

yur chairman to telegraph and

n f the committee, but if he does not do

1 Curtis—When this organization drafted that

T vas intended that this Association was to be
that is non-partisan in every sense, and I think

it might come from me as Il as any one else, and perhaps
i be little better for me on this occasion—to move
hear Vi of thanks to the Hon. Col. Prior, as® Premier
nd Minister of Mines of this Province, for the offer which
he has made to this de n As he has \H\‘,\H 1 not

look at it in that spirit, but it
1

1 large sum and we do not

yws that we have accomplished just what this Convention

wished to bring about

I think we are on the eve of a happy

leparture from the present mining difficulties, and T know
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now we lmve the hearty co-operation of the Government, and

the interest of the Minister of Mines and the Hon. the
Premier of this Province in mining matters, and it is be
cause he has shown this broad spirit and without delay, anc
without very considerable deliberation | offered right off

to help us in this emergency in a matter which requires prompt
action, that 1T am glad to offer our thanks to him. I had a
resolution which I tried to substitute for a 1 t which was
to urge both governments to take an active in the set
tlement of this strike. We have Mr. Mackenzie King on the
scene and we have now the hearty co-operation of the Pre
vincial Government, so 1 do not think 1

pre that
motion, but 1 do ask that each and every one of us, appre
ciating as we do Col. Prior's kindness, give a hearty vote of
thanks to Col. Prior for what he has done to meet this need

Mg, Frank Ricuarps—I to second that resolution and
I may say that it is one great thing that we have done
this Convention for the representatives of labour

Motion carried,

Mg. Hacean, of Vancouver—I propose that three hearty
cheers be tendered to Col. Prior for his kindness in this
matter,

Three cheers and a tiger were then given for the Premier
and the Government, and his offer w

Mg, Hacean—I see His Worship the Mayor in the room,
and as a number of us are leaving to-night I think we should
take this opportunity while we are all here together to ex
press the hearty appreciation of this Convention to His Wor
ship the Mayor, the aldermen, and the citizens of Victoria for

unanimously accepted

the splendid way in which they have entertained us on thi
visit to their city. They have given us the use of this mag
nificent hall, thrown open their clubs to us, and have given
us this magnificent drive this afternoon, and I am sure we feel
heartily thankful for what they have done to make our visit
pleasant and profitable, and I therefore move that this Con
vention extend their appreciation and thanks to the Mayor
and aldermen and the citizens of Victoria

Mavor Bugkeri—Mr, Chairman, I don’t quite understand
the drift of this meeting. Is this meeting going to adjourn
finally? 1 would like to know if that motion is in order,
because if so I will second that motion of Mr. Haggan's, and
I might say that we are very much indebted for the kindness
which has been tendered us, and, gentlemen, if you consider
it wise in your opinion to come to Grand Forks next year
we will try to do the same for you, in a smaller way

I'he question was then put and motion carried with loud
cheers

Mavor McCanpLess—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the
Convention: 1 sure yotr that I thank you very heartily for
the vote of thanks which has just been tendered to the citi
zens of Victoria and myself as their representative I was
on my way home this evening—in fact [ had forgotten all

about the Convention—until 1 saw the light in the window
as I was passing and I thought T would come up and see
what you were doing. We have done simply what we should
to entertain you and what you would do for us, and what you
may have the privilege of doing on some future occasion. 1
hope that this Convention, as I said at the opening, will do
a vast amount of good, and as I stated then, it might have
the tendency to remove the cloud which has been hanging
over the mining industry for the last four years, and from
what 1 have scen of the gentlemen here and the resolutions
they have passed, I think they are on a fair way to accom
plish that end. [ hope, gentlemen, that we shall have the
pleasure of seeing many of you back in Victoria again, either
as individuals or as members of the Mining Convention and
1 wish the members of this Convention every success.

Mg. LANGSTAFF—As we are in a sort of a cheering mood
ve have cheered the Premier and 1 think we have cheered the
Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor—I think we ought as
well cheer the Mayor of Victoria. (Loud cheers.)

I'he motion was seconded and carried, and the meeting
en adjourned till 9 am. Monday, the 2nd March

MORNING SESSION

2nd March, w03

I'he meeting opened at 9 am. and the minutes of the pre
|

ding day's business were read

Mg, Cuamman-—1 am requested by the Commissioner of
Lands and Works to say that in view of what has transpired
at this Convention he has sent for the Boiler Inspector to
come and report at Victoria at once, so that those gentlemen

ho are not thoroughly satisfied with the Boiler Act may
have the opportunity of discussing the matter with the Com

missioner of Lands and Works and the difficulties may be dis
cussed and settled. 1 am going to ask you to take off your
coats and work like beavers this morning We want to
ose the Convention if we possibly can by lunch time to
day I'his afternoon we want to get the Executive to work
from 2 to 7 o'clock and at 7 o'clock we want to leave on the

Majestic” for Fernie. You know the difficulties in dealing

by wire and letter, for you cannot look a man in the eyes

when you are writing to him. I have no one here to tell me
to whether the miners’ union would accept our offices, but

[ see Mr. Tonkin here and T would ask him if he would
cept the honest mediatorial offices of this committee

Mg, TonkiNn—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen Unfortu
nately I was absent from the meeting on Saturday night
when this matter was being discussed, but I wish to thank
this Convention for the kindly interest they have taken in a
matter of such vital importance to me and, 1 think, to the
Provine British Columbia as well. Notuing would give
ne greater pleasure than to offer to that committee of con
ciliation any means in my power to arrive at the direct result
of the trouble in Fernie, and I offer them any information
from our books which will be thrown open to them or any
informati they desire in their endeavour to straighten this
matter out. I am very much pleased to know that such a
commission has been appointed. (Applause.)

Mg, SEamax—Mr. Chairman, T am glad to hear the re-
irks of Mr. Tonkin of Fernie. 1 speak as a miner myself,
and T did not know anything about the miners’' union there
I am very glad indeed that this opportunity has been pre

ented to this Convention of British Columbia to settle this
difficulty. T will go further and state that I do not believe
that we will be there more than twenty-five minutes before
the strike is settled. T want to see the public informed just
where the trouble is and where it belongs to and we will
ibide Ly the decision come to. 1 cannot advise what decision
we will come to and T thank you again, gentlemen, for the
opportunity of placing this thing in the proper light and where
it should be placed before the public of British Columbia
We can see that over 20,000 men will be involved in this
trouble and T think that this is the time to settle it, and 1
think it can be settled

Mg, Cuammax—A communication has just been received
from Stanley, British Columbia, by Mr. Hunter bearing upon
the placer industry, and T would snggest you refer it to the
Executive rather than take it up just now

It was moved and seconded that the above referred to

communication be handed over to the Executive Committee
Carried

EMPLOYMENT OF GEOLOGIST BY GOVEKN MENT

Me. Cuatemax—I have a resolution moved by Mr. Hirsch
field, That the Provincial Government procure the services
of a reliable and competent geologist to report during the
present season on the geological conditions and mineral

TesSONrces

i




Mi. Hopson—1 ask that this matter be referred to the
Executive Committee for the purpose of saving time

Motion seconded and carried

Mg, Curris—Mr. Chairman, it is seconded by Mr. Heid
i and moved by myself that
Whereas, The 0 oke supply from the Cro Nest
coal mines has proven quite inadequate to meet the require
ments of the smelters and miners in British Columbia, where
w the output of the mine articularly the copper mines of
the Boundary and the gold-copper mines of Rossland dus
ng the past and the present year, have been and are mu
' ed
I'herefore, Be it Resolved, That the Domimion Govern
ent  be requested to  take steps for the immediate
pening of coal mines on the part of the 50,000 acres held
woit in Southeast Kootenay, under such provisions as will in
re a large pply of coal and coke at an early date, and
reasonable price

[ know that the time hort and | cannot be expected to go

nto this minutely. 1 would like to see the waste lands in
Southeast Kootenay that have been in reserve for the last
fourteen years taken up. It is a very considerable area and
hey are unquestionably the richest mineral lands in British
Columbia, not only the richest but the most valuable I'here
re unquestionably large deposits, in fact, enormous deposits
of both coal and petroleum. 1 have seen prospectors who

have been there and they have told me that a very consider

ble area of that land i tocked with petrolenm, and many
others said they can scoop it up, and 1 have seen some very
rich samples taken from there by different individual Now

this land was intended originally, 1 believe, to be held until

there was some reasonable chance of development, and then

be thrown open. It should, in my opinion, have been thrown

open years ago and the Province to-day would have been
reaping a direct revenue of half a million dollars that would

largely incre: from year to year I'his especially affects

the interests of this Province and these great natural resources
should be farmed by the Province to the fullest extent to get
the largest possible revenue out of them, and if they got the
taxes out of these natural resources, the now exorbitant
taxes could be taken off the mining industry, and capital
would go into that country and open it up which would henefit
the farmers, ranchers, and every man in this Province. It is
a great mistake for us to suppose because it is a remote piece
of land we have no interest in it. We have as much interest
n it as though we lived within ten miles of it, because we are
interested in the proceeds gotten out of it. N

w, it so hap
pened in 1896 that this Province gave a grant of land to a
railway company which was intended to carry its line to Okan
agan Lake. Under that land grant it was provided that the
railway company should be entitled to a certain amount of

land. In the first instance 10,000 acres per mile, and sub

sequently increased to 20,000 for a broad gauge road ow,
it so happens tuat the Provincial Government—it is claimed
by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company—made out Crown
grants to this piece of land 1 refer to, giving it to the Can
wdian Pacific Railway Company, and the question was asked

in the Local Legislature last session if those Crown grants

vere given to the C. P. R. and the answer was o.”  That
those lands were not given to the company, and T know from
the minister me of the ministers at least—that they did
not intend, so it was stated, to give this land to the rail
way company. The Crown grant therefore being signed and

eft in the Government vault in some way the Canadian Pa

the Railway Company has learned of this and is now tak

ing action in the court to get those lands which, according
to the Act they cannot have any real or honest right to,
hecause the lands granted to that railway must be contiguous
to that railway and not hundreds of miles away, but if the C.P.
R. Co. gets these lands we will lose an enormous amount of
revenue, and whether we get a royalty under those lands or
not T do not know. T think it is quite possible if this Asso
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ciation will take this matter up that the people will come in

ind there is no doubt a company could be gotten up within

three or four months' time which would give forty or fifty
thousand dollars cash for those lands which the C. P. R

is trying to get for nothing. 1 therefore ask this Associa
tion to urge upon the Government, as that resolution says, to
resist the attempt of the C. P. R. to take away those great
ources of revenue which will inure to the benehit of every
one of us in the mining industry, and in the next place, gen
tlemen, | consider those coal and petrolenm lands should be
pened up and the settlers allowed to go in there and take
hose lands on fair and equal terms, and that being done we

uld soon have a big revenue and this shortage of coke and

coal from which we are now suffering would be overcome
We would have railways built in there and a great development

vould take place which would mean an enormous benefit to

1c whole of Brit Columbia and it would make that part of

the Province one of the richest and most prog ive and pros

perous of British Columbia

Carr, WorLtey—1 only wish to ask one question of Mr
Curtis.  Mr. Curtis has already passed a resolution here, the
effect of which might be to put the whole of the Cariboo
districts, surface rights and everything else, into the hands
of a sub-division of the C. P. R. and now he is coming befor
us and asking us to take away this lrad from the C. P. R
I think he is very inconsistent

Mg, PoLLen, of Fort Steele—East Kootenay has been given
wway to different companies in the past. 1 am not making
my reflection on the Government at all, but East Kootenay
1as been given away to these different companies as a matter
f policy and what is now left to the Province is one one
hundredth of the whole country. This piece of land referred
to by Mr. Curtis is one of the very small fractions left. Mr
Curtis is a member of the House, and I think we should have
what action to take
in the matter. As it so happens [ have received & letter from
that part of the world protesting very much that this thing
should be thrown open. It is injurious that large corporations
and monopolies should go in there, and they have been boast
ing that they are going to get control of this land. 1 quite
gree with Mr. Curtis, if it is to be thrown open and made
use of it should be on equal terms to everybody, and not be

the opinion of the country itself to tell

put in the hands of companies who are boasting they are go

ing to get control of this land

Mg, Curtis—My resolution says on free and equal terms
Mg, PoLLeN—My idea is that the Government have those
things under consideration

Mg, Curris—By way of explanation 1 merely wish to point
out that if vou safeguard that particular thing it very im
portant that the land should not be thrown open until the
company has had enough time to express their opinion on it,

nd 1 am of the opinion that prospectors should get it and
not have them thrown into the hands of monopolists

Mg, Smitn—I quite agree with this gentleman in regard
to what he says, and that is to provide by way of resolution
that the Government is to obtain a reasonable supervision over
the control of land granted. We leave it to the Government
to fix those safeguards. I quite agree that it should not be
gohbled up by any particular company or set of promoters

Mgr. Frank Ricuarps—Mr. J. W. Collis, a delegate from
Nicola Valley, who is sick, has asked for the indulgence of
the meeting that this letter should be read when the question

me up

Mi. Cuamkmax—It is a short letter and as the writer is sick
I think we should read it

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention In
speaking to the resolution on this question of throwing open
coal land at present held under reserve by the Dominion and
Provincial Governments, T wish to express myself as being
heartily in accord with the idea of throwing open these lands,

v

e i
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so as to utilize them for the advantage of the smelting indus partments of
try in the Boundary country vith the

any actual dishonesty or fraud i connection
transaction of that thing, but it is easy to see what

very wide door is open if when an apphcation i1s made for
Ihe future of this industry is of such paramount import H I ! PP :

ance to that part of the country that you will pardon me for ‘“‘“m”, g - o nd H,‘ SiormMion: s sequired by
making reference to the merits of the particular district | their ofticials that if the original applicants are refused, thos
represent I'he late Dr. Dawson in his last report on the I‘MI“: acquiring that information may either directly or in
Nicola coal fields, after two bore tests had been made to directly take such an interest in tho lands before any one
a depth of 600 feet and 560 feet respectively, said: “I'he coals b = comes in there as to make it impossible for anybody
obtained in three borings yield a good strong coke and the clse to get in there \though 1 do not make any such a

result of these tests is to indicate that a considerable undis crtion in this case it is manifest that if half a dozen or a

turbed and easily workable coal field exists  beneath the dozen people know of f”‘h claims it is very likely that some
valley.’ one favoured party will be informed of that before the gen
. eral public will find their way into the locality or any one
“I submit in reference to this question of the future coke gets imto the country For this reason 1 thoroughly concur
supply for the Boundary smelters that it is to the Nicola coal in having those lands thrown open, and while this Provinee
fields (which are known now to be of a very large extent) owes a great deal to the C. P, R, still 1 think, on the other
even bhefore Crow’s Nest you must look. The distance from hand, the Canadian Pacific Railway owes a great deal mor
Grand Forks to Fernie is 350 miles I'he distance from the to this Provinee
Nicola coal fields would be a little over 200 miles, taking an
casily practical route I'he presemt C. P. R. survey from Mg, Howsg, of Nicola—I1 would like to make a s
Spence’s Bridge to Midway; this haul from Midway to the with reference to the reserve in the Southeast  Kootenay
loundary in fact affords a much easier haul than from Fernic I'his plan has been adopted in the United States in opening
}\ to Grand Forks. It is to the interest to all engaged in mining up reserves Ihey advertise for some months in advance
; in this important section of the Province to have these coal the dates on which those reserves will he thrown open to the

fields at present better known on the outside and opened up pubie and 1 do not think that we could adopt a better sug
so that you have an alternative s¢
Nest, obviating any danger in the future of there being a short one of those grand rushes and give the prospectors and all

wree of supply to the Crow’s  gestion than to give the public the opportunity of making

age of coke for smelting purposes others an equal chance of getting a little slice in that coun
try. I would ask that public notice be given of the date on
‘I do not wish to occupy the attention of this important

Coaovention for any length of time, for I feel, with a whole lot
of other delegates, that our time is very valuable Mg, Luekin—That is unnecessary, because the law now
requires three months to he given

which those lands are to be thrown open

“I will add in conclusion that it is only lack of transporta

R S T i i o2 0 T e

tion facilities alone that is preventing us in the Nicola help Mr. Townsenp—Ilas it not been admitted that this matter
ing the whole Boundary country out in this matter of shortage is now bhefore the court; therefore is it proper for us to dis
of coke. We have at different times made strong representa cuss it?
'.I"\'I'I‘l\l "‘“ PO R, W W g S Mk, Curris—I saw in the paper that the Canadian Pacific
Railway had made some application to the Government. All
Mg. GaLr—With regard to the question now before the we wish to do is to strengthen the hands of the Government
Convention 1 might say that two years ago | was engaged I'he resolution was carried
by parties in Spokane and other places, by men of ample means,
) to endeavour to acquire for them a title to some of these UNSCRUPULOUS PROMOTERS OF COMPANIES
4 lands which are referred to in the resolution. They had sent
B down at a very great expense prospectors into that country M. CHAIRMAN—A resolution has been submitted by Mr

which were wholly unknown at that time. They were pio
neers in the district and they located what they supposed
to be very promising and very valuable petrolenm and coal
fields and were fully under the belief that there would be no

Gynn, seconded by Mr. Gillman—That in order to protect the
interests of British Columbia and to protect them against
unscrupulous stock promoters this Convention recommends
the appointment by the Government of an expert mining com

¥ "’"“M‘ WIS e SO ol l‘.“- in acquiring title '_ mission, whose duty it shall be to examine and consider the

"“'w ,I‘”“‘\'Illw) knew I""":”]} well from the situation of prospectuses of newly formel mining companies with a view
4 them it would be a matter of very great expense to open up 1, jetermining whether the statements therein contained are
5 those fields because they could only be reached during a

substantially correct and if necessary to send the Government

comparatively small part of the summer owing to the amount inspector to view the properties referred to in the prospectus

of snow, but they were quite prepared to put their money in

p 4 before granting a charter
on the indications which they found there and spend very

A large sums of money in this Province in the development of Carried

! the same. We made repeated efforts to the Government here

g to obtain title, and for them to be allowed to pay the usual MINERAL ON INDIAN RESERVES
license fee of $50 or something like that; but we were met
continually with the answer that these lands were under Moved by F. H. Wollaston, seconded by C. H. Arundel
reserve. ‘They were not known to anybody else, but after

“Resolved, That this Convention respectfully urges upon
the Dominion and Provincial Governments the desirability
of opening Indian reserves in British Columbia for mining
purposes and that copies of this resolution be forwarded to
both Governments and the Senators and Members of the Fed-
eral Parliament from Dritish Columbia.”

weeks they acquired the right to locate and develop those
lands and those gentlemen were met with persistent opposi
tion down here, the main reason being that the lands were
under reserve, and in the end they simply decided to throw
the whole matter up and to leave their locations to some one
else altogether, and other gentlemen have gone into the same

neighbourhood, and no doubt all those lands which by right I'he question was then put and the motion carried '
and fairness should have belonged to those Spokane gentle {
men are now being located by others. 1 do not know OPENING OF GOVERNMENT COAL MINES i
whether those parties have any title to them or not. [ d
don’t suppose they have; but what T wish to point out is the Moved by Mr. Smith Curtis, seconded by Noble Bins i
extreme hardship that surrounds the prospector and capital _ a¢ i
ist. who wishes to invest in this country. T do not wish to Whereas, The coal and coke supply from the Crow’s Nest %,
ccuse any member of the Government or of any of the de coal mines has been proved quite inadequate to meet the EJ :
)




mines n

requirements of the smelter

whereby the output of the mines, particularly the copper
mines of the Boundary and the gold-copper mines of Rossland

during the past two years have been and are much curtailed ;

I'herefore, Be it Resolved, 11 the Dominion Govern
ment be requested to take steps for the immediate opening
i the coal mines on part of the 50,000 acres held it in
the Southeast Kootenay under such provisions as w mnsure
v large supply of coal and coke at an early date and at a
easonable price

Ak, Curne I'he idea 1 have in moving this resolution 1
this I'he Dominion Government have 50,000 acres of land

ved out of the grant given to the Brit
known as

vhich they have rese
ish Columbia Southern Railway Company, nc
the Crow’s Nest P: Railway, and they made provision that
coal had to be put out by this company at a reasonable price,
at $2.00 per ton, and that company has spent an enormous
amount of money, and shown the greatest possible enterprise,
and for a time carried on their operations at a loss. They
have, | believe, now started a railway from Crow's Nest Pass

nto the United States, to connect with the Boundary, as they

have a very large market in the United States, and there is no
reason | can see why the Dominion Government should not
throw open those 50,000 acres. It is easy to see how it
might be possible, 1 do not say how it can be done, but I be
company by

ieve that in safeguarding our own Canadi

keeping up the price of coal and reducing the price of car-
riage, the Canadian Pacific would be discriminated against,
umd there should be an independent coal supply from which
t can draw its supply, and by which it can in the Boundary
country and in Rossland enter into competition with the other
railway companie I have nothing against any of these coal
companic ind 1 have shown to-day I have nothing against
I'he motion I now move

this resolution one way or the other
is for the benefit of the Canadian Pacific Railway I move

t on account of the interests of the people, and I therefore am
n favour of this motion and 1 contend that it is entirely
for the benefit of the mining industry and in the interest of
the people of British Col

imbi

BLICATION OF PROCEEDIN(

Mr. Gilman moved, Frank Richards seconding

I'hat all the motions (and discussions thereon) carried
by the Convention, together with all the names of all accred
ited delegate
ited in the right quarters, to |

ete., be printec in pamphlet form and circu

determined by the Executive

Carrnied

Moved hy W. A. Davis, seconded by Mr. J. B. Hobson

I'hat the Government be urged to repeal of clause D
f the Companies’ Act after the word “Notice,” line in the
id section, and all of clause D in section 133, and all of sec
tien 140.

Mg. BeLvea—This resolution deals entirely with the

ect matter of repeal the power of attorney that is re

quired by the law for foreign companies to register in this
I do nog think it is acted upon at all, but the gen
leman who moved it had probably good reasons for it. The

rovinee

portion of tl

section struck out is the power that is inserted
i that power of attorney for the issuing of st

ock to cerpor
tions and the sub-sections relate simply to the same thing
It 1s in favour of the repeal of registering powers of attorney

Mg, LanGsTAFF—I think that we have brought in several
motions here, the magnitude of which we do not fully grasp,
nd I move that this latter resolution be submitted to the
Executive Committee as they are able to pass better upon
them than we are and we have not got the time to consider
them
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I'he motion was carried

Mg. CHamrMAN—It appears that the mover of this resolu
tion did not hear that we were putting the question. Shall

he now be heard

Mg, Davies—I would like to say from my personal knowl-
edge that this power of atterney has kept a mnt of
money out of British Columbia. 1 know of a great deal of

prevented, by this power of attorney, from
being invested in this country and it has been commented
upon by leading papers of New York, Toronto, Montreal

ind everywhere else and 1 do not see

money that wa

why a company should
be required to give a power of attorney to any one man to

ell his property and to issue stock without any restrictions

vhatever I'he part empowering some person therein named
1 the power of attorney to act as its attorney and to sue
ind be sued, etc., that part is all right. No investors object

to that, but to add “and to transfer stock and to do all acts
and to execute all deeds and other instruments,” why should

v company be required to have a standing attorney to do
this? Now, Mr. Chairman, if you were in New York or Lon
don, or any gentlemen here, for instance, and you were asked

to invest money under those conditions, 1 do not think that

you would do so. It appears that there is a certain section
that modifies it in a certain measur It allow$ to omit the
words “To issue stock. I'he registrar has wisely over
steped his authority a little and has left those words off the
power of attorney, but the words “to execute deeds and
other instruments” are still in the power of attorney which
he requires. You will readily see that the law requires a
foreign corporation to do that which is impossible; the stock
ertificates are numbered. How can a company keep a stock
book in New York and tock book in British Columbia
ind have both gentlemen issue stock and keep those numbers

in order? It is an impossibility. Therefore it is an impossi

bility for any foreign company to do business under this
power of attorney and I think in the interests of British
Columbia, while I am not interested in any foreign com
pany, yet I think it in the interest of the whole P
that those words be struck off. If the company wishe

those powers to the attorney o

rovince
to add

to give a special power to

the agent to sell his property there would be nothing to n

terfere with it. But this says he hall have a standing
power to sell the property I'he registrar of titles said when
| ked him if he would take the precaution to find out if
the accredited agent of the company had authority to make

I'hat
mstrument they
ow, is the company to be left to the mercy
or to the honestly of any man not to transfer fraudulently the
Under this power of attorney he has
the property and take the money to go to parts

1 deed for this property and to register the papers,

power is enough. | would record any

briught to me.”

company’s property
the right to sell

unknown or to mortgage it in any way

to endorse what Mr. Davies
has said. From my own personal knowledge that clause in
as prevented a great deal of capital
country and it would increase the

Mg. Frank Ricuarps—I wi:

ittorney

the power of
being invested in thi
population greatly by having an increase of capital brought

nto this country

Moved by Mr. Hirschfield, seconded by Mr. Gillman, That
the Chairman appoint a committee to secure designs and make
arrangements for a badge for the Provincial Mining Associa
tion which shall be its emblem and for which funds have been
suibseribed

Carried
SUR-DIVISIOY OF MINERAL CLAIMS FOR TOWNSITE PURPOSES

Muved by Ralph Smailes, seconded by G. Gaunce

“Resolved, That this Association favours amendment to. the
Mineral Act so that where a mineral claim has been sub
divided into townsite lots and plans recorded the mineral

rights only without any rights to the surface may be offered
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for sale for taxes, and upon such sale being made that the
Government have power to vest any surface rights that pre-
viously appertained to such mineral claims in the munici
pality within which it is situate as to streets, lanes and high
ways, and in the lot owners as to the recorded lots owned
by them respectively.

Carried.

I'he Chairman read a letter from Frank Moberly which was
also referred to the Executive Committee.

PROSPECTING IN RAILWAY BELT

Mr. Curtis introduced a resolution amending a resolution
on the minutes of a former session pray'ng the Government
to reduce prospectors’ fees on railway lands in the Province
from $5 to $1 per acre.

A Delegate of Victoria—I may say that I am not afflicted
very much with talking and I rise to call the attention of
this Convention to this supplementary idea of vur friend, Mr
Curtis. Judging from the tenor of his remarks | should as-
sume that he is very much in favour of large companies. Now,
it so happens that I was born in a coal mining community
and it can be said that a very large number of private indi-
viduals were able to raise from a nutshell and become promi-
nent members of society and capitalists on their own account
I therefore fear very much that in Mr. Curtis’ zeal for com
panies that he is overlooking the f ct that there are a lot of
private individuals outside of these companies, and I would
ask the Executive Committee to take very good care that in
the distribution of these little coal lands that some of us get
a chance,

Mr. Pearson seconded the motion of Mr. Curtis

A Delegate—I would like to move another amendment, that
no question of price be admitted. It is stated there that the
Government have full power to set its own price. 1 think
we art taking a good deal upon ourselves to say what price
the Government should put on

Amendment seconded

A Delegate—I move that the price be struck out and "a
fair price” put in.

Mg Curtis—Mr. Gore told me they charged $5 for every
mineral claim located, which, I thought, was a great hard
ship. These gentlemen have forgotten for the time being that
it has been changed very recently from $5 to $1 and I would
ask that the motion stand to ask the Dominion Government
to treat locators in the Province the same as the Province

does.

Carprain Tuompeson, of Victoria—I think there is one point
that Mr. Curtis and this meeting don’t quite understand
The Dominion Government charges this $1 an acre for the
surface rights and compels the locator to buy the surface
rights, the Crown grant of which they obtain from the Prov
ince. The Provincial Government does not compel the locator
to buy the surface rights, but if he wishes to buy the surface
rights he has to pay $5 an acre for it under the law of the
Province. The same thing applies in the railway belt on this
Island. The locator of a mineral claim inside the railway
belt on this Island has to buy the surface rights over and
above his mineral right. He is compelled to do it; and so
is he if inside the railway belt belonging to the Dominion
Government.

M» Garr—I move that the consideration of this matter
also be referred to the Executive Committee, to save time

Mgr. Curt|s—There is no necessity for doing that, as we
have passed the several resolutions, We claim the Dominion
Government is charging $5 instead of $1.

Mr. Gaunce—The gentleman who has just sat down claims
in the resolution he has introduced that this contains an error

in fact, and I think it is right that this Convention should
consider it.

Mr. GaLr—By way of explanation. It is quite manifest
that what Captain Thompson tells us is true and we were all
under a mistake of fact when we passed that resolution on
Saturday. It is only right that this matter should be threshed
out by the Executive Committee

I'he question was then put and the matter referred to the
Executive Committee

HE CROWN GRANTING OF PLACER CLAIMS-—~A PROTEST

Mg, CuamemanN—I have here resolution which I hope
you won't pass, for the simple reason that it would open the
whole question of re-considering all the subject matter which
'ceived the careful attention of nearly the whole of the
Convention last week, and I do not think it would be wise to
bring this matter up again in the face of the fact that a
great number of the delegates have gone home

Moved by Captain Wolley, seconded by Mr. Hunter, that
this meeting do re-consider the resolution passed on Saturday
night in reference to the Placer Act

CAPTAIN WorLey—I think, gentlemen, I have a right to
speak to that, although, contrary to all precedent, my judge
has begun by prejudicing my case and that is surely not fair,
gentlemen.  To begin with, 1 have to face greater odds than
most men and I know I have the most difficult and most dan
gerous motion to make that has been made so far at this
meeting.

Mg. GaLt—A point of order. As I understand parliamentary
practice, if any one desires to re-consider that which has
been already passed upon by the assembly he must give notice
on the day the original motion was passed, and if not he can
not bring it up at the same session thereafter

Carrain WorLLey—The trouble of the whole thing is this:
I'hat we have been asked to consider a large body of matter
which we have not had before us. There are a large number
of gentlemen present who will tell you that they are opposed
to Crown granting. (Cries of “Order.”) Are you so afraid

(Cries of “Order.")

A Delegrate from Kaslo—I would like to know which side
he voted on

Carrain WorLey—Against

A Delegate frorm Kaslo—1I had an idea that those who voted
against had no right to re-consider

Carrain WorLey—Mr. Chairman, we have chosen you be
cause we considered you fair in all respects. The difficulty
which arises here and the thing which we want to meet is
that we believe that there is a large minority of this body
which believes that we have hurried these matters through
and not given them sufficient consideration, and while not
necessarily opposed to the system of Crown granting, yet we
have been asked to swallow too much and have swallowed it
too readily. We will be doing our own case harm by rush-
ing these things through. We had on Saturday what we con-
sidered was the report of the committe and we dealt with the
main issue which was, “Shall Crown grants be granted?”
I'hat was all right. That side was presented most eloquently
by Mr. Hobson. We did not hear any member rising to ask
or explain why those Crown grants be granted: neither did
we hear much on the other side why Crown grants should not
he granted. All of us sat still saying nothing, when the whole
thing was referred to the Government. There was a sort
of recommendation made. That was all that it came to

[Mr. Gaunce here asked whether the Government has any
powers to enact laws which do not meet with the approval
of this Convention. Tt means that a resolution has been pass-
ed by this Convention, making it an upper chamber, as it
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vere ,whicl s to be consulted before the Government can
do anything. |

Carr, WorLey—Let that question go if yo ke far
Crown gram re concerned, but with the wallown of
Crown grants we had shoved down our throats about 1
column of the Colomst and about half the tutory law n
this particular subject. A lot of us having some conscience
I am speaking for ten or twenty men in room——felt that
f we did not do our duty on Saturday ni and were taken
ip so quickly by those gentlemen who knew thoroughly we 1
what they mted, we ought to be allowed 1o spe no
Our conscien S vake no d we have lowed reat
deal more than we wanted to swallow, and 1f we cannot re
open this matter, 1 want this resolution of mine to tand a
protest on behalf of a very considerable minority of this Con
venti o have wed inadvertently a great deal of
matter hich they mnot  digest I come no o a point

hich wi e tl meeti the most pleasure You Ve

it the re-opening of this matter would entail
I'ha the 1ly re m which would frighten

e from the roft ( ition, but Convention ha
\ cr « T por k to pertor nd that t
o dowr d 1 1 h a hog to put my m
cience ahead of the public welfare. For this we must give

\ nd we must not p pon this question because time
1 ) 1ble 1 the « 1 he set nent of ¢ ernic

ke | hee X1 ! » 1l i )
I e re the fact tl ed 1 e the em of

roducing 1 ¢ i nter to be lowed in a
hurry Wi nt to know these things for ourselve nd 1
hope that this protest of mine will be properly registered
wgainst bein ked 1t 1 v whole ma matter hicl
wWe canm | [

Mg, Cun I'he point of order tl nd | think
it would better if Captain Wolley had read the
resolution over

Mg. Cuorm We did not adopt the report

Ir. Cuamrman—It v simply this, that the Government
ind Legislature are respectfully requested to give a seriou

consideration to the recommendations contained in the report

of the Placer Mining Committec

CAPTAIN I herefore it necessary to record the

WorLe

protest of the Moriy ho don't agree

A Delegate—Nr. Hobson brought in a great deal more than

explanations and statements were made as to matters of actual

wed

facts and | certainly protest that the thing e
r night on wind alone

to pass as it was passed the othe

it the fact ere not ressed

Mk, Coarman—The sentiment of the Convention was em
phatic, clear and distinet I'here were only two dissension
md those dissensions werg

Mr. Hunter

Stuart Henderson and my friend

A Delegate—1 was in nd a good deal in favour of
Crown grants, but there were other matters besides Crown
grants given to that Committee, and | think it is on account
of these matters that these objections are brought up.  There
vere serion hjections taken to other than Crown grants

ke to see thoroughly explained be

which questions [ woul

cause that matter is, 1 think, at the bottom of this hydraulic

question.  The water guestion 1s at the hottom of the hydrau
lie question.  You can only work one hydraulic proposition
on those ground I do not know just the law and that is

why we want an explanation and this 1s why the Government

should not act hastily. | one, although while I do not wish

to see this matter re-opened, 1 do say that it was not carried

by such a large majority and 1 believe that if this matter had
heen taken up thoroughly there would not have been that

unanimous vote passed upop it

Mavor Bugrerr—I only want to rise for the

purpose of

trying to pour a little oil on the troubled waters. | do realize
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that the gentlemen representing the placer industry have plac

ed this repart before the commitiee, and it has received the

irge endorsation of this Convention, but | think there is some

iy Mr. Wolley might possibly re-consider that resolution m

hich it can In own that it was not unanimous. | only
peal n outsider, because 1 think 1 15 a mistake to let
that report of the committee go in unanimously, because there
15 a conthet of opimon on some detald

Carr. WoLtey— The only way 15 to make protest

k. G CE— | asked Saturday evening that that question
« me into section by section and explained in order that
¢ might vote intelligently on it, and the motion was made
that that report be referred and the Executive be invited to
enguire carciully mto those condinion As such 1 voted
favour of i, and as such | am prepared to stand by it
now.. | am re ided by these colors which are all about us
that we have been sitting under the shadow of the battle of
Paardeberg, and if our boys at Paardeberg had changed their
minds every twenty minutes, there would be no Paardeberg

o go down mto 1

tory. (Applanse

\k. . ). Peakson—1 sat here and hstened to these motions
When the argument hir arted 1 w convinced that Crown
ranting of placer claims ought to be voted down. | sat here
nd said nothing. | watched the proceedings of the meeting
nd when the old gentleman (Mr. Moore) got up and owing
» s speec 1 tavour of ( 1 it seemed to have the
cffect of t current over t hence; the motion

s carried I fully bebeve that that gentlenme Mr. Moore,
irried th n. but | undersiood afterwards that Mr
\Moore 1 orking for Mr. Hobson

Mi. Howso \Ir. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Con
vention It 15 true 1 ogive James Moore employment, and |
sk you if 1 should be condemned for employing old pros
pectors hike James Moore and giving them an opportumty to

carn money to enable them to do the assessment work and

hold their placer mining lease I have given old prospect
ors the preterence of work ever since | ¢ been engaged n
uning, and will continue 1o « 1 | remain in the
husine James Moore el as delegate to this Con-
vention by the Quesnelle Lake branch, whose members are

himisel

Ul prospectors h ¢ came here at s own ex

pense to voice their wishes on the Hoor of this Convention.
Ir. Pearson knew James Moore long and as well as many
of the pioneers of British Columbia who are now among the
delegates at this Conventior te should not msmuate that
James Moore was mfluenced by me 1o make an argument in
favour of Crown grants for placer I'hat 1 I1 1 have to

1y, gentlemen

(Applause.)

I'he qu a re-consideration was then put and the

motion lost

It was moved by P. J. Pearson (Chemainus)
I. V. Purviance (Slocan) That tin

the Government of

cconded by
Convention urge upon
British Columbia the necessity of ex
pending more money in butlding trails and roads through the
mining districts (o give prospectors and miners an opportun
ty ot reaching the Vancouver

mterior of Island and the

Provinee in general

Moved by Mr

he motion be

Williams and seconded by Mr
referred to the Executive

Higgins, that
Committec

Carned

Mg, Cuamman—>Moved by Mr. Gallop, seconded by Mr.

Stork, That the Government be asked to amend the Com
panies Act so that it shall be unlawful to sell or offer for sale
tock m any mineral claims other than placer unless such
claims shall have been Crown granted

Motion lost
THE ALASKAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION

A resolution presented by Frank Richards, of Vancouver,

RS,

\
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urging the Government to seek repre
Columbia on the Alaskan Boundary Commi

Mk, Luerin—Il move that the consideration of thi

tion be indefinitely postponed, as it seems to me that this

not the proper place to bring a matter of this kind up

Mk Ricuakps—I was only going to make a few remarks
I contend that this matter is one that does concern miners
and especially the miners in the Yukon, and Northern Brit
ish Columbia, and in British Columbia as a whole nd if
you knew as much about this matter as 1 do, you would feel
very strongly about the American action.  Whenever they

have an opportunity of getting into our own country the
so, and 1 may tell you that ;5 1898 | had occasion

North, and when | got to Saint Michael's 1 was met by

1 new regiment of customs officials, and before we ¢

into the British port on the Yukon we had a most ter
time I'hey made us make a return of every pound of

we had with us on our expedition and it took us several days,
whereas they might easily have wed us to go through t
portion of the territory without all this extra trouble |
treaty which was signed at Washington in 1903, with three on
each side, should have been able to decide question of thi
sort, but it is apparently ineffectual, becanse we kn that
the Americans will never give way to 1 ne single inch, but
it 18 possible if it w thought to be fair by the British that
they might give away, but it would be just a case of heads 1
win and tails you lose by the American I want you in
British Columbhia to show you do not approve of this being
done to people in this country of ours, and you people who

have to go to Skagway would be able to give great test

m what I am saying At the time the treaty was signed by
Great Britain and Russia, in

mony

[ contend there w very
ut this country. The other treaty which deal

little known a

with this question was signed between Russia and the United
States in 1867, but gentlemen, there are so many subsidiary
questions which should be thought out in connecti
matter, | think it is only right that British Columbia should

make her voice heard, and especially the mining community

n with this

to which this question is of vital interest

A Delegate from Victoria—If you pa this resclution
you will pay a distinet compliment to the English, and vou
will pass a slur on the American public I'he Canadians have
confidence in the British Empire, and there are people in thi
country who have no confidence in their own statesmen |
say, gentlemen, it is a slur on the States and on the Can

adians to pass such a resolution

Mk, Frank Ricuarp's—From my past experience and
knowledge of the British Government [ have no fault to find
with it, and 1 do not wish to have it understood that I am

casting any reflections  on either side Some of my best
friends are in the United States. Possibly the majority of my
friends are there. It is a national question, and we must
speak for ourselves, and the United State il Took after

themselves

Mk, Luakin—MIr. Richards give us as his reason for moy
ing this that he has suffered some inconvenience Well, as
a matter of fact, there are few people who have had more
loss, and suffered more loss by reason of the Skagway regu
lations than myself, but neither my losses nor Mr. Richards’
have anything to do with the great national question, and |
do not think that this body should at this late hour and witl
out discussion enter upon and endeavour 1o pronounce an
opinion on this subject, especially as we are asked to cast a
reflection on the faith of the British people in the Imperial
Government. 1 think this matter had better be indefinitely
postponed and discussed in some other place

A Delegate—I just want to ask if this is a mining subject
We are here to discuss mining subjects alone and this is
purely of a political character. Therefore, I say, let us drop it

I'he motion was lost

mstructed to forward the several re
proper quarter Ihat wa
that were passed. Wkile 1 am on
leet, and as it is so near the close of the Convention, 1 think

|« undertake t y that this Convention has far more than'
exceeded the ons of the Association when we
» make arra for thi ithering, and although at the
time it seemed 1l e were domg a good deal to make thi
( ention e yet what we mks mmto insignif
ce in parison with the result have been achieved
nd the people of Victoria would gladly have done ten time
t did to have made this Convention what it has been
Mi, Hh \ ccond the resolution
I'he motion carried
Mi. Cuarn N—I1 would like to yvour mdulgence 1
n 1 1 gentleman here o has been sen
O ich refully the act mnd deeds of thi Conve
1 e would like to addre you. lle has heen sent here by
rty of capital n the United Sta f America, and 1
in d be a courtesy to listen to him. T call upon Mr
H Kl e 1l ! I 1 chance to reply
ny controve I matt that Mr. Robinson n bring
f vard
CHAakm Fhat would be extremely discourteous
TEW INING PROMOTER

Mg. RomnsoN—DMr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Con-

ention: | became very much interested the beginning of It
vear in the n 1 recources of British Columbia. 1 have
been in the bond and banking busine for a number of year
n close contact large amount of capital, and having
net a gentleman coming from the Atlin District, who came
v my office with a letter of introduction from a large re pon
ible firm in the State of Pennsylvania, and being intr duced
reliable man, it was then | heard the story of this won
lerful mining camp, and | went to Atlin last vear in order

to mvestgate for myself the statements which he made

When the notice th

1Issociation’s meeting  came to my
wddress in phia, notwithstanding the fact I am a very
busy man, | determined to steal a few day ut of my bhusy
fe to cro the continent, and take a long, arduous t p to
keep in touel hand meet the men who are interested i
he mining development of this great Provinee A\nd, ge
tlemen, T am glad | have come, hecause it has never been my

pleasure to meet a more meere nd ntelli

body of men assembled in a ¢ I have been wonder

ly impressed witl

farm oot ( nue
ion, with the hroad of e expressed by the men
this floor, and the small percentage of personal prejudicial
cusation I have been very much impressed with the sn
re and earnest desire of the men to get down 1o some

vate basis on which they e

work for the best intere
f the Provinee, and have been very much

mpre
tact that little personal enmities and little personal grati
cations have not heen emphasized.  In regard to the delily
erations of this body, vou, gentlemen, do not adequately appre
te what it really means. | have talked to

last, with which T am in touch

capital in the
m regard to the mineral re
wrces  of  British - Columbia Ihese gentlemen all admit
you have the most remarkable mineral country in the world,
nd T have talked with men with millions of dollars to in
vest, and while they all admit you have the most remarkable
mineral deposits, and are most anxious to invest their money
mder  proper  conditions, yet at the same time when the
ubject has heen  broached to  them of mvesting in vour
Province, they turn up your Placer Mining Act They sa
We have no doubt in regard to the mineral wealth of Brit
ish Columbia, but it is not for us to put our capital into a
country where the Placer Act is <o ambirnone™ they o
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not know what sccurity they have When | received the

notice ot this mectng | said, “The mining men of British
Columbia, and the Government of British Columbia are wak
g up, and 1 am going to go to the awakening Now, gen
tlemen, you realize as well as 1 do that the one thing which
15 necessary to the development of this great country is capi
tal. You cannot do very much without it, and 1 know capital
ists that have come ito this country, earnest and sincere
with the purpose of development and the conditions whicl
have been laid upon them have been so onerous they have had

to retire from the field. You gentlemen have no ¢
of the effect that the deliberations of this body are having
upon the entire East. | am sending out the papers every
day to my different correspondents and these men through
out the East are telling the people that the Provinee of Brit
ish Columbia are holding out an inducement opening

gate for the first time to the capital of the world, telling it to

neeption

“Come over to Macedonia and help us (Cheers.)  The
question of the Crown granting of placer lea is one of the
most important propositions which you have had hefore you
ind | want to say this, and 15 to your t have
deliberated and passed upon that quest hould
You have offered stabihity of title as a securny the 1t
vestment of capit I concur in One « he
important points s been spoken of by your honour
able premier h two per cent, tax Gentlemen, 1
think it 1s wrong at all times to put 1tax « ( I here
is nothing original in failure, but there is a whole lot of orig
mality in succe It is too bad t ) n who 1|
worked hard and ble to make a I amount of mo
over and above the amount of money expended in the de
velopment of his claim, that he h 1o pay two per cent
tax on his NCCe hile the lazy or m 10C¢C ful nat 1
lowed to go Scot frec Another thing, gentlemen, I want to
say, and that is that the two per cent X pu premiun
upon dishonesty he Government of Province received
I believe, $80,000 o ult of the two per cent. the
most ridiculous thing has ever been heard of. 1 ki
from my own personal knowledge where men have accumu
lated through their hard labours and diggings an immensc
amount of gold in Atlin, and they would boast of the fact

in Seattle that they paid no two per cent. tax. [ say that the
Government under the Crown granting of placer claims will

receive a larger revenue than they ever received hefore by a
lowed to cot free Another th entlemen, | nt
say, gentlemen, that you have made my task very easy, and
[ believe if Executive Committee will do the rk that
you gentlemen ha begun, and if the Government of tl

country, recognizing this great general demand

ment to the Placer and Mineral
speedily and fairly give to the capitalistic class in the United
States, or in Canada, the opportunities which they are askin

to come in a put their money in

will see in a short time British Columbia at the

list as the greatest mineral producing country unde

to-day. Gentlemen, I am sensible to

have extended to me in allowing me to speak on this floor
this morning. not being a delegate; but 1 want to say, al
though I am not a delegate my heart and my soul and my in

terests are in the mining industry of Dritish Columbia, and 1
am putting into the Atlin district this year a | imount
of machinery, installing a big electrical power plant, and the
1 mining dredge that has ever heen put in by

most moder
iy mining company to work the placers of the Atlin district,

ind | have been ed when 1 started out here hy number
of men who have said to me: “Mr. Robinson, if when you go
out there, and find that those fellows are re ble and
want to give the adequate security, why T think w mn give

you all the capital you want for any honest, legitimate min

ing proposition.” (Hear, hear.) The question which comes
before us to-day, and one which we cannot get over is this

ed in mining enter

Fach one of us who have been eng

prisc know something about the trials and tribulations
which we have had. T know in the Atlin camp this year
there has been litigation after litigation. The placer mining

felt himself aggrieved, and the hydraulic miner had to stop
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vork because he was interfered with in the development of
s claims.  Now, the point we want to get at is the abso
ity of idea for success, and you may then be
ured of a glorious future for British Columbia. 1 thank
i, gentlemen, for this courtesy which you have extended to

ute  unani

. (Applause.)

Mg, Cuamkman—"The United States Consul has favoured
vith his presence here this morning, and 1 am requested
1 1 wld like to hear from him. (Applause.)

PEECH OF THE AMERICAN CONSUI

vHAM 15 Smita (American Consul)—Mr. Chair

n ntlemen: 1 thank you very much this privi
cge of addre m representative body that T have
¢ cen m Columbia It has been my fortune to
be here over five years now, and | have been present at
iany gatherings in this city, but none where | have seen
ithered so much of the intelligence of the Provinee [
Wnize 1 O6 vou must recognize that it 1 1 Lonmmng

) ¢ that British Columbia can expect to assume a lead
OsIL \n the great industry of the Provinee

‘ ns and evs are permeated with 1

osi th proper de piie make Britisl
Columbia the premier mining provinee of Canada.  You have
( B ( mbia Id equal to the Yuko

\ A entifu n Pennsylvam You have
pper even as in Montana, and all you want are men like
his gentleman (Mr. Robinson) who 1 t spoken here
lay to take d of and develop your country. Gentle
en, | rejoiced 1o see that you are resolved to open wide
he doors and let the capit f the world come in and fur
h the e r to develop this magnificent Provinee
nd reap the rand harvest that is in store for propeily
lirected CTPrise I'here have been some sad mistake
ae in the pa Iy to err is human, to forgive divine

[ know there re capitalist vho are looking upon Britis]
Columl good place to invest when regulations are
10 enable them to proceed I'he tendency of the
Id is to bring manufacturing indu to the bases of

| it the CSOUTce I thy nee are deve

oped huge manufacturing plants wi pring up.  As you see
the canneries on the Fraser River; and as yvou see the mam
ure of pulp where the pines are, so y ¢ the smelter
here the mine e If you develop the mines of British
Columbia, vou ce as the outcome that your Province
s h P d |} g manufacturm
on ike Pittshurg where the smelters will come, and you

ill n Columbia, mstead of being a Provined

100,000 OF nhabitants, reach 1 ide hy side it
Quebee and Ontario, and then there will be no more com
plaints here that men cannot find employment, or that 1
make money they 15t go elsewhere British Columbia has
vonderful opportunitic it seem 1o me You have beside
your minerals the wealth of the fisheric you have the ocean
t your door ind proper legislation, and with proper
encouragement, you must march on the highway of success
N [ am not here to give advice, nor am 1 here to tell
vou what to do Such gentlemen as yo ire know more

than T do; but it seems to me that a very practical plan
ould be to formulate here

you want, and then

the Legislature to adopt it I'he Premier of the Province
is here, and his home and interests are in the Province
Get him to carry in the Legislature what vou have done here

nd after this legislation is passed, get them to adjourn for

y years, and give you a good chance to act upon it. What

t \
vou want here is what we have got in the United States, and

that is to have your Legislature meet only once in two vear

We have suffered here from too much legislation and too
many changes in the laws. Once get them right, then stand
by them I'his eternal meddling with laws is a damage to
business. We have prosperity now in the United States be

cause we have had a tariff there without any change for
nearly six years, for above all things business wants sta-
hility in legislation I'he great problem of capital and labour

{
}
()
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which you have been trying here to solve is the greatest of
the age, and 1 hope your efforts in this direction will prove
successful.  Gentlemen, 1 thank you for the attention you have
given me and for the honour of addressing you. (Loud
cheers

Mavor BugkeLL—1 will hurry through the few remarks
that 1 have to make, and will try to cut them as short as pos
sible. I might say, in res;

mse to the circulars issued by
the provisional secretary, which reached all parts of this coun
try, | endeavoured to form a local organization, and 1 was
told by some it was a Provincial Mining Association, and
vas assured by them 1 was giving advice on a thing that 1
did not know anything about which was like the advice the
darkey gave to the man who was going to New York
Don’t you touch anything that you don't know anything

bout.” 1 recognized, however, gentlemen, that this move

ment was to be unanimous, and was as far as possible to e
of a colloquial character, and that the great object of this
movement was that it should unite all classe imnd therefore
they were all requested to join in.  We joined in the very
large number, and 1 think those who knew nothing about
mining before they came here have done much to save the
ituation.  Some gentlemen, | have no doubt, have come with
ome axes to grind I'hat 15 absolutely necessary, gentle
men You all know the story of the gallant colonel, who
hefore going away invited his friend up to have a drink with
him.  They had a drink out of the jug, and then the colonel
put it back nk. e put it n entre il kep
wrapping the cl iround it to make it hold solid, and at
last it was so could scarcely move it, it was in so
tight e ud don’t you think it lool e Hi
friend y i e en but are you not afraid
it spoiling your clothe he ud, “Oh, blast
clothes, the whiskey has got to he protected Now, some
people lay stress on the key, and some lay stre on the
clothes, but for prosperity it is necessary that we should al
vork together and y re on both I'hat is one feeling 1
id in coming here to this Convention, and | may y that |
believe the middle cla vho anterested themselves in thi
matter have done very much to pour oil on the troubled
waters, and to show that the capitalist and hourer alike
were all hound up together, and are going to do the best the
n to promote the mii industry in every conceivable
1y I'herd rticularly attracted me
md 1 know it attr y gent 1en, I coming
to tl Conventio 1 ' there wa passionate de
ire on the part this country to see some
movement encourag difference between cap
U and labour t ponse to that appeal many
came here, and 15 a ticklish subject, and
etter left alone hat at the outset of the
Convention and acted accordingly your Convention wonld
1wt have been such a sucee 15 it ha It ith unbounded
pleasure that | have seen the 10 we have met with, and
I feel that it was a wise course to take to have capital and
ibour meet together, and yet at the same time not to intro
duce controversial subjects I consider it is a great thing
achieved I'hen there 1s another point, and that was thi
We have Col. Pr here to-day, and other members of the
Government have heen  here, md T am sure that  the
strength and sincerity of this Convention have impressed
the Government in a way they have never heen impressed

before. What did we achieve, gentlemen I think all those
capitalis

nd all those special mining men who have been
sent here will grant tl

we have achieved much in the
amending of laws, and in making valuable suggestions to the
Government, which, T think, has been an  immense gain
I'here are other ways in which we have gained: but T think
our chief gain is to show the world that British Columbia
has at last arrived at the determination to promote the in

terests «

that—for 1 believe moral ends to be above material ends
I can say that the finest thing we have achieved is that the

lamb and the tiger they can now lie down together in peace,

our Province. (Applause.) And over and above
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nd we have advanced in this Province the Brotherhood of

Man. (Applause.)

Mg, Cuamgman—I1 am requested by His  Worship the
Vlayor to read this letter to you

‘Victoria, B. C,, Feb. 28, 1903

l'o the President of the Provincial Mining Association
Vaictoria, B. (

Sir—I have much pleasure, as Mayor of the City of Vi
toria, in extending to the Provincial Mining Association a
hearty invitation to hold their next Annual Convention in
this city. In doing so 1 wish to convey to the members of
the Association the assurance of the citizens that they feel

British Columbia of the Convention

deeply the importance te

now closing, and of the very great moral effect its delibera

tions and conclusions must have upon the affairs of the
Province

“1 desire, also, to express the pleasure it h:

given us to
have you all with us. In fact we appreciate this so much that

¢ hope to have you visit us for the same purpose on many
future occasions

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,
\. G. McCanpLESS.”

There is also another invitation from the Tourist Associ

Victoria, B. ( IFeb. 28, 1903

John Keen., Esq., President of the Provincial Mining Asso

Sik,—1 must, on behalf of the Tourist Association, ex

press to you the pleasure it has given this Association to see
uch a magnificent Convention of the most representative
character ever called together in British Columbia meet in
this city

I hope your stay has been a pleasant as well as a profit
ble one, and desire on behalf'of this Association and the citi
en ener to extend to you a sincere and hearty inwvi

tation t ur next Convention in Victoria, believing

that the of the Province you will find it the most

uitable for deliberations

“Yours faithfully
“Cuas. Havywagp
President Victoria Tourist Association.”

M. Cuamman—There 1s another resolution which has been
handed up

Moved by F. A. Devereaux, of Hedley, and seconded hy
Captain Livingston Thompson. “Resolved, That in view of
the ambiguity of many of the clauses of the Mineral and
Placer Acts that the
solidate these Acts and place them in as clear an concise lan

vernment be asked to revise and con

guage as possible so as to make them more intelligible, and
it is hoped that they will consult with the Executive Com
mittee of this Association on this matter

I'he motion was carried

Moved by E. P. Gilman, seconded by Irank Richards
I'hat all the motions and discussions thereon carried by the
Convention together with the names of all accredited dele
gates, etc., ete, be printed in pamphlet form and circulated
in the right quarters to be determined by the Executive

Mg, Lucrin—I beg to move that this be referred to the
Executive Committee

Carried
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Mg, Cuamman—Here is another one referring to the
assessment work on Crown granted mineral claims, moved

by W. A. Davies, and seconded by Mr. Alexander

“Resolved, That the Government be urged not to require
the recording of assessments on un-Crown granted mineral
claims, but to tax un-Crown granted mineral claims the sum
of $250; this tax to be collected in the same manner as
Crown granted mineral claims.”

I'he motion was lost

Mk, Cuamman—Gentlemen, a resolution was
Thursday by which the Government were asked to «
tain things. That is, on the Board of Conciliation and in the
minutes | notice that they have forgotten to provide who
were to select a chairman, and 1 would ask that this be pmt
m “In the event of failure to agree on a chairman, the
selection shall be left in the hands of the Chief Justice of
the Province of British Columbia.”

The motion was carried

Mk, Gaunce—l move that the thanks of this Convention
be hereby tendered to the Mayor and City Council of Vi
toria for their very great kindness in giving us the use of this
magnificent place to hold our meetings in

vlavor Dean, of Rossland—That motion is not seconded
and 1 would ask Mr. Gaunce to put it in a different form
We have just received a nice invitation from His Worship
the Mayor and the President of the Tourist Association
Now, gentlemen, 1 am sure I can express the gratification of
everyone in the room, and for myself 1 have been very much
gratified with the kindness extended to us by the citizens of
Rossland—( Laughter)—Victoria, 1 should say, gentlemen. |
guess 1 made the mistake in saying Rossland, for 1 was think
ing if they intended holding their Convention at any other
place next year, that Rossland was the most important point
to my mind I think, however, it would be a very graceful
compliment in return for the very courteous treatment we
have reccived here if we adopted Victoria as the meeting
place of our next Convention
strong desire on my own part that these gentlemen should

I say this in the face of a very

visit our camp, which is one of the leading mining camps in
dritish  Columbia
of Victoria as a whole, perhaps we are not quite up to the

Jaking it in connection with the City

mark, but as this question is likely to come up 1 desire to
can the attention of the Convention to the fact that it would
be a very graceful compliment in return to the Mayor and
citizens of Victoria for their kindness to us to adopt this as
our next meeting place, if Mr. Gaunce will permit me to make
a resolution embodying his own

Mg, Gaunce—Certainly

Mavor Dean—Very well, sir I make that a resolution
I'hat this Convention, acknowledging as we do the very great
courtesy and hospitality which has been extended to us, and
dealt out to us by the Mayor and citizens of Victoria, we now
adopt this city as our next meeting place for our Annual
Convention

Mavor BuggerL—Might | be allowed to make one sugges
tion, and | do not want to be thought out of harmony at all,
as | cannot conceive of a more beautiful place in which to
hold our meetings, but a great many who have left this Con
vention may feel differently, as there may be a feeling on the
part of a great many of the members that it should be held
at some other place so as to show its truly provincial char
acter, and for that reason—not that 1 do not want it to be
held in Victoria—but wouldn't it be better to leave it in the
hands of the Executive Committee? 1 think it would be a
graceful concession to the whole of the members throughout
the Province. 1 just leave that as a suggestion,

A Delegate—Does not the Constitution provide that we
hold these meetings at Victoria?

Mg, Hheains—The words of the Constitution—Section 4
of Article 2—are “A General Convention of this Association
il be held annually in Victoria, or such other place as may
be selected by the preceding Annual Convention, the date to
be fixed by the Executive Committee.” So the Convention

must fix the place

Mi. FraNk RicHArps—As representing Vancouver | agree
vith all that has been said. We all resolved that we would
do just as the delegates of the Interior wished. We would
not ask them to come to Vancouver unless they wished. 1f
they wished to go to Vancouver, or if they wished to go to
the Interior 1t was all the same to us, and personally 1 do
not think Vancouver has any objection to coming to Victoria

Mi. Cuamrman—The question is that a hearty vote of
thanks be tendered to Ilis Worship the Mayor of Victoria
for the grand way in which they have taken care of the
vention while visiting in Victoria, and that the next meeting
of the Convention be held in the City of Victoria

A Delegate—1 beg to second my friend Mayor Burrell’s sug

gestion that the choice of place for our next meeting be left
to a vote of the Executive Committee

Mavor Bukrert—As T read it, that will necessitate an
umendment to the Constitution.  If that is so | withdraw my
imendment. | only proposed it in order to promote harmony,
but | do not want to move an amendment to the Constitution

\ Delegate—1 also withdraw from seconding Mayor Bur

I resolution

I'he question was then put and the motion carried that Vic
toria be the next place of the Convention. (Cheers.)

Mk, Hicains—Let me on behalf of the Victoria delegates
md of my fellow citizens return thanks for the remarkable
consideration that you have shown this lovely place, and to
say that we all appreciate your efforts to place our mining

We also feel our-

selves honoured greatly by the presence of so many bright,

tws upon an equitable and proper basis

intelligent and responsible men who have attended this Con
vention and given their time and attention to improving our

mining laws, and who have put their hands in their pockets
this of the City

\rvl!‘:‘w this movement a HCCEeSs ' may
of Victoria, that when the next Annual Convention is held,
md the mountains shall have again spoken to the sea, as it
make it more

vere, we shall he more able and more willing t
convenient and pleasant for you, and we will put forward
r

every exertion to do that. You may go away with the asst
ance that your attendance in this city has been and will al
ways be greatly appreciated

M. J. B, Homnson, of Bullion—Mr. Chairman and Gentle
men of the Convention: Words, however appropriate or care
fully selected, would fail to impress upon your minds the
sensations that pulsate from the bottom of my heart at this
moment. | would be a man of stone were | not enthused
over the successful organization of the Provincial Mining
By the adoption of a splen

Association of British Columbia
did Constitution you have laid a foundation for the Asso
ciation that is as firm and solid as adamant and which will
be the means of keeping the Association alive as long as mines
re being worked in Pritish Columbia. In conclusion, T de-
sire to say to you, gentlemen, that it is well known among the
gentlemen associated with me in efforts to bring about the
organization you have just completed that T had no aspira
tions for office, and preferred to continue as an earnest
worker in the ranks. T therefore regret heartily that my
absence on committee work deprived me of the honour of
placing in nomination the names of my choice—Mr. John
Keen, of Kaslo, for President, and Mr. D. W, THiggins for
Vice-President of this Association—hoth gentlemen who are

pioneers, widely known and respected throughout British
Columbia; and, T must say, the ablest parliamentarians I have
ever met. | desire to express my hearty appreciation of the
honour you have conferred upon me by electing me your
First Vice-President, and let me assure you that my efforts
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will never slacken in the miner’s cause whether I am a pri
vate in the ranks or one of the officers in command

Mg. LuGrin—I propose three hearty cheers for Mr. J. B.
Hobson, the founder of this Association

Carrie the delegates rising to their feet and cheering
with enthusiasm

Mg. Gaunce—We must not overlook the fact when we first
came here we were the recipients of the kind hospitality of the
local Board of Trade for some time, and I think it is only
right that I should move that we express our hearty thanks
to the Secretary of the Board of Trade, and also the Tourist
Association for their many acts of kindness to us whilst in
the city

Carried with cheers

Mg, Smiti Curtis—I think there is one body which is be
ing entirely overlooked, and that is the Provisional Execu
tive of the Provincial Mining Association. These gentlemen’
gave their services, as far as we know, freely, the great ma
jority at any rate did, and they have done a great amount of
work When | mention one item | am sure they deserve
above all others the thanks of this assembly, because the pre
liminary work is what has made this Convention so success
ful. T am informed they sent out 32,000 circulars prior to the
calling of this Convention, and the work done by Mr. Hob
on and the other gentlemen who belonged to that Execu
tive has made this Convention the most successful, 1 venture
to say, ever seen in Carifornia or any other country, and 1
therefore move that a hearty vote of thanks be given to the
Provisional Executive Committee

Mg, Townsexp seconded the motion,

Carried amid cheers

I'hree cheers were then given to Mr. Keen, Chairman of the
Convention

It was then moved and seconded that the Convention stand
adjourned sine dic

Carried, the delegates rising and singing “God Save the
King.”

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE FERNIE STRIKI

HE following is the report of the Conciliation Commit
tee appointed by the Provincial Mining Association

to endeavour to bring about a settlement of the Fernie

Fernig, B. (
March 24th, 1003

To the Executive Committee, Provincial Mining Association
“Your committee appointed in convention assembled on
February 28h last with instructions to proceed at once to
Fernie and inquire into the strike there in progress in the
collieries of the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Co., Ltd., with a view
to effecting a settlement of the same, have the honour to sub
mit the following report

“The commission left Victoria on March 2nd and 3rd and
issembled at Fernie on Saturday, 7th of March It org
ized for work on Monday morning, March oth, President
}\"xn‘ of the Association, acting as chairman, and W. G
Gaunce being elected secretary [he situation was found to

n

be very serious, over 1,300 men being out on strike, and
expressing confidence in the justice of their position. The em-
ploying company, on the other hand, expressed equal assur
ince of the tenability of its position, and no thought of con
cession was anywhere apparent. The gravity of the situation
ind the effect of the industrial disturbance became daily and
hourly more impressed upon the commission by the r.«-m’ipl
by telegram and otherwise of its far reaching results, From
the mining and smelting industries of Rossland, Nelson, Trail
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and Boundary districts, came reliable news of distress and
injury, mines and smelters being closed and large forces of
men thrown out of employment by the cessation of the fuel
supply from this point I'he commission early recognized
the heavy responsibility of the task imposed upon it and
settled to work with the conviction that tact and patient effort
alone could relieve the situation and bring about what was
highly desirable—a lasting peace founded upon equitable
term

“The coal company afforded the commission every facility
to get at the facts of the case so far as wages paid was con-
cerned, giving it free access to the company’s books ; while the
local union, represented through their executives and the dis-
trict union executive, met the commission in a most trustful
ind becoming spirit, and pledged assistance in the work un-
dertaken. Mr. G. F. Dougherty, president of the district union
NG. 6, W. F. of M., was present the entire time, advising the
committees of the striking miners in their deliberations, and
while showing himself the spokesman and champion of organ-
ized labour, revealing himself at the same time as the friend
of justice to all. His evident devotion to the cause entrusted
to him must have made every member of the executive his
trusty admirer, even as it made every member of the com-

mission his friend

[he alleged causes of the strike were multiplied and may
be summarized briefly as follows A distrust of the com-
pany's management, quite as much that of the company’s in-
ferior, as of its superior officers; a failure on the part ol the
company to recognize the different local and district unions,
nd to treat with their officers and committees; the disinclin-
\tion of the company to sell or lease lands of Morrissey and
Michel to the unions upon which to erect places of meeting;

in the various local and district unions

a system of espionage
the system of back-hand labour in

practised by the company;
nd the existence of a defectively arranged wage-scale
Lesser
tare of cars

VOgIE
whereby the men were unable to earn equal

subjects of complaint were wash-house charge
ind conditions of management which made the earning capac
ity of the miner ineffective Fhe eight and a half hour day
required of the men in underground work wa 1lso a cause
f complaint

I'he commission held thirty-four sessions of its entire hody,
had many interviews through sub-committees, with the man
ement on one hand and with the men on the other made

. visit to the Coal Creek mines, and looked into the matters

f complaints as 1 ize and weight of cars and rules govern-

ing wash-house nd lamps, and examined on request of the
listrict executive committee thirty-one witnesses under oath

I'he results of the commission’s investigations justified the

d ken by the men in some matters but not in others.

Your commission believe that in the aggregate good wages

ire being paid by the company to its miners ind employees
iside of the coke oven men, and furthermore believes that
with amended practices in view and promised by the company
the former will he more equitably distributed and the wages

of the coke oven men increased

From time to time during the progress of the work the
district executive committee and the mine management were
hrought together through the medium of this commission, and
feature after feature of the causes of irritation were discuss
ed. The entire matter was finally adjusted, and re solved into

i agreement between the contending parties

‘We have the honour to herewith subscribe ourselves
“Jonn KeEN,
President
l.\\v G “.\I'\'f',"
Secretary
“C. FoLey
“Freperick KEFFER,
“M. P, McANDREW,
“H. G. SEaAMEN,
“A. C. FLuMERFELT.”
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I'he following appreciative letter was addressed by Mr
Fonkin, General Manager of the Crow's Nest Pass Coal
Company, in acknowledgment of the services rendered by
the Conciliation Committee of the
Association

Provincial  Mining

“Fernig, B.(

“April 6th, 1903

‘John, Keen, Esq., President Provincial Mining Association
Kaslo, B.(

“Dear Sir,—On behalf of the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Com
pany I wish to tender my sincere thanks tor the splendid
work done by your Conciliation Committee during your
recent visit to Fernie, as I feel that without the aid of the
Committee, the coal mines of this company would have been
idle for longer period than they actually were

“The work as performed by the Conciliation Committec
was very satisfactory indeed to the company and myself, and
I certainly feel that very few committees would have handled
the matter with the tact as demonstrated by you, and leave
with the good feeling that certainly prevailed during the term
of your visit

“Very truly yours,

Joun H. ToNkiN
‘General Manager

o

EDITORIAL NOTES.

I'he Canadian Government have made a move in the right
direction in establishing an assay office in Vancouver, but in
order to give Canada the full benefit of the gold she is pro
ducing, they should take further active steps towards hold
ing this gold in Canada. At the present time the bulk of
Canadian gold is refined in Seattle and San Francisco, and
the United States Government practically receives the credit
for producing this gold and derives all the benefits in con

nection with its refining and treatment. The Canadian assay
office, to be of real value, should be placed in a position to
purchase gold brick on exactly the same basis as it is pur
chased at Seattle and San Francisco, and if this were done,
there would we no difficulty about establishing a refinery at

Vancouver for the treatment of the twelve odd millions of
dollars of gold annually coming from the British Yukon
I'his would be entirely in accord with the plans of the Gov
ernment to finally establish a mint at Ottawa for the coining
of sovereigns, minted in Canada; and the free circ

tion ol
these throughout the British Empire would certainly be as
good an advertisement of Canada’s resources as could be had,
for the amount that it would cost the Government. It would
further have the effect of bringing about, in the very near
future, the establishment of a refinery in Cana

direct and indirect benefits. Under present conditions
refinery were started at Vancouver, it would be at a disad
vantage as compared to

eattle, for the reason that the re
finery would be compelled to pay the expressage from Van
couver to Seattle—that being the nearest and best market for
the sale of the fine gold. It has been claimed by those op
posed to the establishment of a mint in Canada, that the coun
try is a large exporter of gold, and has no particular use for
it in the country itself; but as the Canadian banks carry large
reserves of British and American gold, it is difficult to under
stand why it would not be just as convenient and just as good
for them, to carry their gold reserves in the form of British
sovereigns coined in Canada
-

<

Whatever Mr. Kirby's enemies may have to say to his
discredit, none of them would deny that he is anything but
the most conscientious and conservative of men. He does
not, for example, permit exaggerated statements concerning
the properties he manages to he published without contradic

tion, and it would not be a bad thing altogether if other mine
managers followed his lead in this regard I'here was re
cently circulated a somewhat inflated report of a big “strike’
it depth in the Centre Star. In an interview published the
other day in the Rossland Miner Mr. Kirby made the follow
ing statement

It is true,” he remarked, “that the breast of the cross-cut
on the sixth level east is moving in pay ore. We do not,
however, regard this as extraordinary in view of the fact
that the workings on the ore bodies will frequently run into
paystreaks and then alternate to milling ore I'his occurs
often, and it is only seldom that the fact leaks out and as
sumes the magnitude of a ‘strike.” Our policy is not to divulge
information of this nature, but we do not wish the report in
circulation to attain proportions that may have a serious after
ffect. Weeks of work will be required before present con
ditions could be construed as extraordinary, and in the mean
time we regard the situation as an ordinary incident in the
operation of the Centre Star such as is encountered from time
to time. [ desire to point this out so that the facts may not
be exaggerated

I'here appears now to be some chance that the Metropolitan
Gold and Silver Mining Co. operating in the Lardeau, will be
consciention According to a recent official report
the directors no longer approve of our friend, the “Rev.” Chas
W. McCrossan, the ird at a recent meeting unanimously
dopting the following resolution “That Cha W
McCrossan be, and he is hereby removed and discharged from
Previous to this, how

managed

the office of secretary of the company.”
ever, at what was seemingly a general meeting of share

holders, McCrossan was requested to release a claim he had
wgainst the company amounting to $49,714 It is reported that
he agreed “to release $30,714 in consideration of a payment

of $10,000 to be made in August ['hereupon a unanimous
vote of thanks was passed “to Charles W. McCrossan for
the generous spirit he has manifested in turning over his
present holdings of money and stock to the company s0 as to
advance the interests of the Metropolitan Gold and Silver
Mining Company.” We confess to sympathizing with Mr
MecCrossan I'his is truly a degenerate age. To coolly a
v man to make you a present of forty thousand dollars and
then after he complies promptly turn round and sack him
from office, is surely a piece of shocking ingratitude

<

While, of course, the chief credit of effecting a settlement
of the Fernie strike is due to the Conciliation Committee of

the Provincial

Mining Association, it is questionable whether
the matters in dispute would have been so easily and so satis
factorily arranged had the attitude of the officers of the West
ern Federation of Miners at Fernie been less fair and reason
able Many of us, on what we believe to be very proper
grounds, strongly disapprove of the Federation as an alien in
stitution whose acts are largely beyond the control of pro
vineial authority ; but it must certainly be admitted that as yet
the Federation has exerted an influence altogether in the direc
tion of good, by discouraging rather than by encouraging
strikes, and by the moderation of its councils, assisting ma
terially in the early adjustment of disputes when they have
wrisen.  In the present instance we have to congratulate the
Fernie representative of the W. F. M., Mr. George Dougherty
for the considerable part played by him in bringing to a
termination a strike which threatened to paralyze all mining
effort in the Interior

o
<

The mine and other property of the Consolidated Alberni
Gold Mining Company, Limited, are about to be transferred
to a new company, capitalized in $10,000, in return for the
discharge of a mortgage and other liabilities of the vendor
company, not exceeding $6,000, and an agreement by the new
company that it will allot to the old one-fourth of any share
capital issued in excess of the first capital of $10000. Twelve
thousand dollars have, it is stated, been expended on the mine
itself. and some $25,000 on a mountain road connection, so
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Greenwood  and
N e Jewe uite an un
1 ) PROGRESS OF MINING IN TH1 FRlvery SSHy 4 ACFERTS WOIN
| Jewel 1t ¢ promi I proving a mine
BOUNDARY DISTRICI Jewel Development Syndicate was organized 1o acquire
By E. Jaco Wl oper the 1 Lake properties of the Prospecting
. oy . s licate.  Afte ¢ Jewel Syndicate had spent about $20,000
| 1 pment ¢ Jew Gold Min Lud, wa
I - I ‘ Il ipany acquired the fol
W 1 ] Denero Grande (part interest)
( B} (I 1 the | T d Exposi
i | o ” f | ve heen
( | K 1 1 feet in cro
. ¢ Jewe he ore s de
.t : | | rrying consid
I de, iron pyrites and, occa
‘ : of tellurium and
§ f ( « ¢ frec 15 of exceed
| rar rence Bulk t 15 of or hipped
10K Worl N | | howed the ore
. " ! erahle of rather I than
\ » ] » n I vaem ruanmng p
1 | | tl nd varying from two feet to
« i f ( n r feet six inches
Y \1 f h 1 feet, f ing the vein
! f out 4 legre Leve have been
nd {50, 1 10 and 330 feet depth
| H m y I'hese have pened up a t of or 1hout
G camp, North Fo i ¢ dl made available, according to one
i Ko R | f en mile 1 ngEine \ fully 20,000 tons of ore above the 330
i 1 | 1 mp \ the Republi foot leve Underfoot in the lowest level the vein is strong
roup—I ( Rep ( Non Sucl Smitl d | ever ippearance of continuing down to a much
« | | 11 N d City of Par reater deptl \ second shaft, 160 feet in depth, has levels
1 ( ith of Lon 100 1 150 feet deptl I'he mpany has its own
« | ¢ 1 Smi 1 n excellent stamp mil e situate lose to
\ P SKy ) 1 ter hove Lo | e and distant about 2,000 feet from the
( ¢ « en Te 1 ' ft he grading for a mule tramway to “this
rag re : per cel rade, | ilready heen done.  The
West Fork of Kettle Rive ’ vining equipment, including one 50 and one 25-h.p. boiler
( I ¢ ) o « « of 1-d N r line air compre w, air receiver, ma
ry ( k propertic e ned 'l Wi ne dr two 5x5 Bacon hoist tation and sinking pumps
! f el may be ten P ot but equal to present requirements The
wriheast of Camp MceKinney that with gold and ver putting in of a stamp mill and cyanide plant have been under
X ¢ Coure 1 S0 v widely separated parts, consideration, and should these be installed it will be prac
ppear ) i good reason for expecting ticable t« from the Cascade Water Power &

obtain power
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Light Co., which ipplying power to other companies of
erating i the district,  In 1901 319 ton I ore were pped
nd in 1902 the ontput wa o080 tons, making the aggre ‘
tput ) ton Most of this ore \ ent to the Gra
Company's smelter.  Mr. Wm. Rowe, who is still in
of the mine, ha ipervised s development during the
four or hve year bt wk has been intermittent and

present the mine is inoperative

Crry or Pari Ihe City of Pan el been awdle sin
irly mo1gon Prior 1o that it 2,000 tons of ore
hauled m horse waggons to the Granby Company
it Grand For distant eight or mine mile from the n
e City of Paris group, cor ng of the ( i Par
Lincoln and No. 4, all adjoining claims, is owned by the
City of Pan Mining ( Ltd, of Spokanc W
More than 6,000 lincal feet of work have been done i
clopment of these clan I which tunmne dnfit
uts represent 18y teet, and the remamder nk ul
raising. The property wked in 1 1in com
ith the neighbouris roup, owned by the e G
Mining Co, Lid 1 n | tom, i
r, Gty " | i imd On m | tin '
rk done on tl laic Comp | i
ineal fo Ihe power plant joint ed by
yantes ineluded 1 o h.p. hoiler 10-d R
I compt ror ' 1 e dn (
wine mp he ) ( i
Lincoln 1 qua ninera | I pper
Id i one Inlst wther \ f
ein i 1 y e pla fon itz |
rying up to 16 feet o owidtl il wout half
wrotitable d ¢ format n the exit
ed a mlar to that urrim nt it P
k of 1 " t ¢ chet
v the continuo peration  ar 1 t "
these mn
\THELSTAN I'he Atl tan ned the Athe [
Mining Co, is in Wellington camp, about ten mile {
f Greenwood. Tt ) wen adle for
000 shipped about 1,200 tons of ore, chiefly to the Granb
nelter, and in the early part of 1001 )
i thi ing to dary | ] ended
» e pyrit elter, bhut | : ¥ |
h I'he total de pmet rk dm t roper
nly about 44 \ feet, tl nelud
ely 60 and 70 feet in depth. The ore is
pyrite, an iron h I its chief |
the e1 I'he n ied 1 ploagf
he mine mgside the Green G |
d, aboy nile beyond the Winni 1 up-grade
1 to the railwa that min he ! pped
the clter When wor 15 in | « 3 oVer
il bhoiler x5 Bacon hoi nd a ( L p
vere mouse at the mine
No. 7 Mine—The No. 7 minc Central can out
ht miles from Greenwood, is the property of the No
Mining Co., Ltd, of New York. It was honded in 18
Col. John Weir for himself and associate thout 1l !
¢ as he took hold the Mother Lode Dur 1800-7 1t
opened down to 130 feet deptl ith drifts at 60 feet
1 110 feet Not much wor done durn
lowing years, hut in 1900 the No. 7 Conipany having mear
hile heen organized, operations were resumed.  T1 haft
enlarged to a two-compartment workin haft and deep
ned to about 320 fect I'he drift t the 60 and 120-foot
¢ were considerably extended and cross-cuts from the
it cut the ledge at 200 and 300 feet \ drift on the vein
the last mentioned level showed it to maintain its average
Ith of about 30 inches of quartz ore hich i1s mineralized
0" 1

gold, silver, lead and zine, and which in places range
P to seven feet in width. Several stropes are opened and
m these ore, together with that taken out in development
ik, was sent to the smelter at Greenwood, distant s

X or
ven miles. In 1901 665 tons were hauled to a railway

1 « d n b Cre
e wded on ra \
ped, the tal tonnage
| cablc to haul heavy load er 1l
! ¢ No, 7 the r iy durin re tl
) 1 Wl melun n \ the ground toe
! ¢ e P roplant consisting of
CTRe 1 raight 1 " npre rorate
n machine dr ur receiver, 100-h.p
P 1 engine, Cameron nking pump, et
) ts of the No. 7, Heler leGregor
( dy | ke, Rob Roy and other mineral
pment work, 1 ing about 2,000 lineal
been done on the No. 7. It is probable
neent ¢ placed m the neighbourl of the
| | ) f ore t ¢ hauled until such
t ) ) fforded v \ ransportation
| 1 off 1.1 | wen 1 charge
f propert 1806
| | I % 1 I T vicinity i Boundary
| I 1 15 having
§ ; Lure ' N Cars ago a
| t the | | \
) | ( cet of extr d, which
| ‘ ( { ri ( 'l
( P | On one
| ry | Min
( Lad o er. B.C., quart ng gold wa
| 57 the pany p | v shaft to
I [l ( p 1 ] L leel n
rds ( n I and no
1 he Repub Gold Mining
( f ¢, Wasl four i ntl neigl
Repul t neg, Not ch and
0 f I n ed 1t v shaft
| 100 fi jartz with
| ) 1 gold and r. The
t | ng e
" 1 | wated in 1886, and it 18
¢ Boundary Cree
disty y tunn have heen driven on
)y It \ ether 1 re than 1,000
- been done in development of the
( If capit ere a ble for
ent rohable th uld prove a proin
I'et rs o hich-grade ore was taken out from scveral
I ry Creel I p ed on « nd horses over
Boundar lountain to Grand Prairie (now Grand Forks)
¢ | ns to Marcus fo hipment to
1elte t 'l Puget Sound., Tt « ton to get
1 o 1 pr | St ‘.‘V‘
ere  enterprising  eno to send it ont I'he American
Bov, near Boun | nd the Skylark, Elkhorn, Provi
dence and D o | near what is now Greenwood, to
ether « hute Ihe D. A, owned by D. A
Holbr +little 1 ! omt e tons of or wrth about
150 per ton Soon atter rds the bhig bodi of copper ore
wiracted attention and the narrow vemn i high-grade ore
" t entirely neglect tor
Pug ituate ithin half a mile ol
of cas f rich ore t I't '
freight and treatment charge
PROVIDENCE Last vear Mr. Wi wler, who had worked
on the Providence in the early ninetic secured this property

under lease and ‘hond and after two or three months’ work
vas on a vein from which nearly 200 tons of ore returning
from $80 to $150 per ton have now heen wed, and v.v)l_u-h
to a depth of 100 feet, and hids fair
workable at a considerable profit

ha ince been sunk on
1O prove 1 permanent vemn
 ne paysireak varies in width up to about 20 inches, '\Il'l‘ the
outlook. both as regards size of ore shoot and v ue of ore

is considered most encouraging by the management of the
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Providence Miing Company, which was organized last year

to acquire from Mr, Fowler this promising property.  Since

then other elaims have been given attention with the result
that the Elkhorn, Strathmore md Gold Bug, all near the
Providence, the Goldtineh, Lancashire fraction and  Aber

crang, cast of Greenwood, and the Helen, halt a mile south

of the town, are all at work, each i the hands of different
men, From the Goldtineh and Lancashire fraction most en
couragmg returns have been recerved, whilst both Helen and
Elknorn will shortly ship some fine-looking ore, and the

Gold Bug vemn s also opening up well I'he Skylark and sev

eral others should also have notice, but attention must now

be directed to outlying camp

BRITISH COLUMBIA IN LONDON

(From our own Correspondent.)

USINESS i the market for British Columbia mining
shar was not particularly  active during  February

ind as a matter of fact the movements are mostly ad
verse on balance, Le Roi having been particularly  weak
owing to the discourag character of recent advices from
R« nd, including the reported coal strike I'hey closed
it the end of el ry at Od r about ¢ down on
| Nnee le Rm N fter having e it 0s. reacted
to 1 Od \ Velve were also conspicuously  weak
having fallen back to 1 on the withdrawal of support I'he
Le R N \ ne of the feature 15 W il
he utory | f ¢ recon ed Yn Company
Owing to the better news from the property and the hopeful
tatements made by the Chairman the price has remained
steady, but 1 need hardly point out that this company doe
t much attention as it did in the days when
Wi ver Whether the tation  will
to that re s, t vy the least, exceedingly
don d i ( n Goldtield
(whi \ he parent of cern I the Whitewater)
fter improving to o, re ed to ¢ 3d, and Whitewater
themselves are quoted at the purely nominal figure of about
o or e ke R " ( discom Ne
Goldticlds have been di hisi Rearay . whie re NOW
fully paid, have remamed cady Wl R ind-Kootenay
vere also the turn better. Business, however, throughout
the nth w Shtand od o ere few
MOVe of " ’ p ' n the Le
Roi ( I AV ET &S which you will re \
ber VO \ | ) hacl the ex
cee y w « t Ol el f mneg
Wi er-Wi « leveloy
been nerested P 1 Voo t \ I
e 1 i « 1 | & Glolw Nance
Corpor e G | to ne of
e W t xperienced ot
eV Were re ( | 1 Cre 1 one
ne du he . . i o ’ t the
¢ fe « the
A v-Grene v 1 \ d 1 it no
bee 1 \M | « « i1l «
confre ’ ! ¢ Gover o1
W ¢ bee « \ they o
rvive v d promise tl teps should b
mme ely ket ¢ v v n ck
[ . : o It erstood that
| the Goven 1 ef d, «
I, to under ¢ the p oC
' n & Globe 1 Corp
nd 1 fric 1 re now «
sufficiently lar effectively undert
ittempt on their own he f what
stained fre doing ed hardly
f the Government | heen severe

and that public opinion has been

of the law officers. It will lend emphasis to this remark if |
tate that one of the most pronounced critics of the Gov
ernment policy was the Times newspaper, an organ which,

your readers will be avare, may be regarded as semi
official As a matter of fact, the press of the country has
been unanimous in its caustic comments on the attitude of

the Government

IROUT LAKE MINING DIVISION

(From our own Correspondent.)

MOST serious acecident occurred at the Nettie |
A mine last month, resulting in the death of four men
md of injury to several more from the gas evolved
by blasting. It seems certain that the first man to go on shift

on the evening of the accident thought there had been time
enough for the bad air to get out, and so descended the

winze without turning on the compressed air provided for
that purpose and for the machine drills.  Finding, however,
that he was being overcome with the gas, he called for help,
but was unconscious before that help could be rendered, and

the same fate befell the three others who went down in turn

to attempt a rescu I'hese four were past all human aid
vhen at last air was turned on, but many more were over
e by the fume ilthough all except one man are doing
well now At the inquest, after a most careful enquiry, the
ryv returned a verdiet of accidental death, no blame being

wtached to any one, but the greatest praise due to those who
rificed their own lives in attempting to rescue a comrade
the

Such heroism is not rare in mining camps, but this w:
ceident here and it has naturally cast a gloom

wer the town

HE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA

HE Section of Mine of the Geological Survey Hf
Canada have issued the following preliminary statis

tical statement of the mineral production of Canada

r o100
Provue Quantity Value
\ ) (a)
\/ (
oy (h) 1.1 30108, 20 $ 4.553.005
G Y ukon $1.4. 500,00
(20l othe 6,241,249
0,741,24
re (ex 128,001 1,005,010
ron fr Canad T 1,00 1,043,00
d (¢) L 3,000,000 035.870
ckel (d) 10,003,410 5,025,003
S 8] 1.37 3,000 2800
Ll 160,700 8,068
| ¢ 18,663,768
Non-Meta
Actinolite I'on 0 1,400
\rser oo 1R.000
\slw 770 101,338
Ashestic 860062 12114
Chy { 000 12,400
Coal 630 15,638,611
Coke () ¥, 40 1.53%.030
Co d 708 84,408
I par 70 11,375
clay 2741 1.283
Gr ¢ 1,00 28,300
G e 6,150 48,400
Gyps 332,045 350,317
Limestone for tlux 03, 108 218 800
Manganese ore 84 2,774

Mica ' 100,000
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Mineral pigments
Baryta
Ochres
Mineral water
Moulding sand
Natural gas (g)
Peat
Petroleum Brls.
Phosphate I'ons
Pyrites —
Salt
l'ale
I'ripolite
Structural Materials and Clay Products
Cement, natural rock Brls 24
Cement, Portland o 504
Granite
Pottery
Sands and gravels (exports)
Sewer pipe
Slate
I'erra cotta, pressed brick, ete
Building material bricks
ouilding stone, tiles, etc

1,000
4,955

3,957
30,495
100,000
27,651
195,992
1,003
934,740
4,953

T'ons

13,352
I'ons 475
521,485
856
35,016
03,050
639
Q00

(h)

288,581
1,804
15,800

91,870
028018
170,000
200,000
l'ons 159,793 119,120
204,405
19,200
348,507
including
lime, 5,500,00
I'otal structural materials and clay

products

F'otal all other non-metallic

I'otal non-metallic
I'otal metallic

Estimated value of mineral products
not returned

20,016,004
A(;.’»;»(.:‘Yn\'

300,000

T'otal, 1902 $64,970,732

1901, Total
1900 )
1899

1RoR

1897

1806 584,513

$66,712,708
64,505,137
19,584,027
38,607,021
001,430

1805
1804
1893
1892
1801
1800
1889
1R8]
188y
18RO

20,648,064
19,031,158
20,035,082
16,628,417
18,076,616
16,763,353
14,013,013
12,518,804
11,321,331
10,221,255
REM ARKS
Notwithstanding the most gratifying increase in the total
value of the production of non-metallic minerals, the grand
total of the value of the production of all the mineral indus

*The total production of pig iron in Canada in 1902, from
Canadian and foreign ores amounted to 357,003 tons, valued
at $4,243,545, of which it is estimated 71,665 tons, valued at
$1,043011, should be attributed to Canadian ore and 286,238
tons, valued $3,200,534, to the ore imported.

(a.) Quantity or value of product marketed
18 that of 2,000 1bs.

(b.) Copper contents of ore, matte, etc., at 11.626 cents
per b,

(c.) Lead contents of ores, etc.,, at 4060 cents per lb,

(d.) Nickel contents of ore, matte, etc., at 47 cents per b

(e.) Silver contents of ore at 52.16 cents per oz

(£.) Oven coke, all the production of Nova Scotia and Brit-
ish Columbia.

(g.) Gross return from sale of gas.

(h.) Includes crude oil sold to refiners and oil sold for fuel
and other purposes.

I'he ton used

607

tries of Canada, shows a falling off of 261 per cent. This 1s
due not merely to the decrease in the Yukon output of gold
of $3,500,000, but also to a considerable falling off in values of
all the remaining metallic minerals other than nickel. But for
the large growth of the coal and coke industry, helped by
increases in many of the other non-metallic products, the de
crease in the grand total, on account of the metallic class
would have amounted to nearly 10 per cent.  The total of the
a falling off of
cver 15 per cent. as compared with the equivalent figures for
1901, whilst the non-metallic class shows an increase of over
in a similar comparison.

In regard to their relative importance the metallic industries
as a group, still occupy the most important place, although not
leading to the extent they did in former years I'hey con
tributed about 55 per cent. of the whole, the non-metallic fol
lowing with nearly 33 per cent,, and the structural class with
nearly 12 per cent.  Grouping the metalliferous class with coal
and coke, about 81 per cent. of the value is accounted for

I'he following table gives the relative contributions to the
grand total of the different mineral industries in comparison
1901

production of the metallic products, shows

20 per cemt

with

1901 1902

Per cent
of total
Produc

tion

36.17

17.900

0.14

771

689

4.8

3.37

1.89

1.84

Per cent
of total
Product Product Produc
tion
Jroz
23.02
B4y
774
7.01
35t
2.37
1.85
72

1.64

1 Gold

2 Coal and coke

3 Copper

+ Building Material
5 Nickel

O Silver

7 Lead

8 Asbestus

9 Coke

10 Pig iron (fr

adian ore)

11 Petroleum

12 Tron ore (exprtd)
13 Cement
14 Gypsum

15 Natural gas

1 Gold

2 Coal

3 Building

4 Nickel

5 Copper

6 Silver

7 Coke

8 Asbhestus

9 Cement

10 Iron ore (exports)

11 Pig iron (fr. Can
adian ore)

12 Lead

13 Petroleum

14 Mica

15 Gypsum

material

Can

1.82
1.51
1.14
0.00
0.51
0.51

1.61
1.44
T.44
0.62
0.55
It will be noted that copper has fallen from third to fifth
place; lead from seventh to twelfth, Iron ore exported has
advanced two places, but pig iron from Canadian ore is now
eleventh in importance, where last year it ranked tenth. Silver
maintains its position, whilst nickel advanced to fourth.

Value.
Tne Dec
pe. pe

Quantity
Probver Inc Dec
\Metallic
Copper 5 21
Gold 4
Pig
only)
Pig iron (from
imported ores)
Lead
Nickel
Silver
Non-Metallic
Arsenic. . 5% Y 9 27
Asbestus and asbestic 55
Coal 67
Coke 56
Corundum 88
Cement 64
Gypsum .. . 13.02
Petroleum . . 16,21 o
Salt. 6.10 .. 10.01
In studying the above table, it will be noted that the show-
ing made by the metallic class as a whole is in great contrast
with that exhibited by the non-metallic class. In the former

iron (from Canadian ore

hoth home and

15.17

20.43
25.30
590.03
60.76
4.75
7.29
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Fernie without trial; therefore
Resolved, tl

ympathy

IPProve

wthoritic

wnd, be

Resol

torney

COAIl
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ending

carning
closed f
werdent
of profit
ind $3 repre

paid o tock, the

credit of the profit and |

FFrom 1l
dividends of 2 per

$1.200,511.00 imount the director

cent. each, making 10 e
year, and

from the

mounting  to 50,000 I
balance at the
carried

forward to 1903 the sum of $

for the year was 442,040 tons

m 1901, showing a sheht
that the

22n¢l of May to the end of the year

INCreas

company's chief mines wer

f $171

enting the

|

have
mmount
credit of profit and los
511.00

18 compared with

closed down
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recently is

Decembe

ever, that
ompany

were

redit
1901 amount
2 8o,
premi
hole making
weeotnt of
pard four
cent. for the
deducted
leaves to he
I'he output

25,257 tons

notwithstanding the fact

from the

3

e

ntly hee me

Febru
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1

Vning

75,000 toNs Ore

Ihs I'he lead
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m
mmated profit

velopments and

note.—It 18 necessar

december

referre

mmercial grade, owi

vorking nder

T

esent

nelted

1HNC \ oduced to and take

1000, havi heer

Saserting Wo

Smielting Plant w

15,000 tons 1 the

30,000 tons in the

produced
taining gold

Gold
b I'here

12,431

WEeTe

for month, le

v to explain that since the

Ite

culty

wnth

from the
1R.210 o7

bullion produced was about

1 § nt
y e red for pmen

necessitated a further 1 e of cap

ind 1t was decided sue the
thorized

capital
0 per

reholders p

receipt

financial

being

company's indebtedness, and give
wlditional capital expenditure
00,000 15 now all issued, and

of $2.8

520,000

melted

nelt

3070 ton
produced
opper, 4,758
deduction  for fining charge
January matte and
melting charges $25.134 (£5.182)
|

melter

16, the operation m connection
experimental ¢l

dt v oun inder the
the pre

ence

nd h
n conjunction I
our melter manager

heen e

refore, during which there

In gard to the operations

ire proceeding most satisfactorily

ore has not heen touched, all

new development

up by the London

viously examined and reported
S, MUEANLM w of the firm

Wallbroo I'he

confirmation the

above
opinions

ubmitted by the gineer fer

KK I'he ore tom for 1902 at

15 as follows

copper furnaces
lead furnaces

smelted

thove 1,050 tons of copper

silver, 04,300 oz

copper
1,200 tons
0rs silver, 1.123.779 ozs

876 tons of refined lead produced
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at the Trail retinery |

i I whic er d the ( dian t n the roast heaps over 20,000 to f ore

market read r treatient he smelte . e
e Brimisn Coruvmmia Correx Co., L1n I'he Direc 1 nd both furnace re being prepare

report for 1903 state In transmitting to you the report of

the aud howing the nancial condition of th compan OUNDARY DISTRICY

at the close of busing in November 3oth last, the Dire " < = p = he o e

have to that you | « mine developed r | £ lle

of worki nd to a depth of only wout 500 1 T'on

in the opinion of the company’s engineer, disc { 300K

88814
000 tons of ore I'his ore carr copper, gold and silver, the
two latter

I er | 160,008
bemng in nearly sufficient values to pay the cost of .
melting It can be ¢l

1 i
weaply mined and deliver
I

10,320
£ { 0810
pany nelting plant ane n there be made pper Paasan 6,756
matte as cheap or cheaper 1l t any er red } Q 4 o
in the o Al "‘l”
I'he e melting plant consists of v b furn 1 04
12x150 with adequate power and equipment, with a daily ( )
ity of about 800 ton At the mine the " 132,49
hoisting wachinery 1 MNPressor Wl ore ¢ ROSSLAND
We need immediately nvertor | n ord - .
hipmaer ull be a o8 per cent. blister copp nstead of £ 110 I March 1 !
45 per cent matte I'he saving to be affected by the in
tion of tl plant ¢ good divi d « A Le Roi
company :‘M Centre Stay
In the judemen ¢ chie Board the bitssi War Eagle
| 11 s " ” | " <-_m|>|
1wnld I CTeases P 1hle o I y Velvet
We have 1 ; e hat hall ‘have additi Kootenay
railway f ities duri ni ummer by the Le Roi No. 2
of the Great Northen y m Ir prop Homestake :
I'he Board led v iS¢ he pre ion of -
the company ffairs 1o charge off & tmi ropert Total

mMine

e

pany

COAL EXPORTATIONS

AND TRADI

REPARATIONS have been begun for the pen '!'nr_n
ing out of that vast field of coal under tle 1 American Boy 47
" Antoine., 16
land, which it was announced some mo the Arlington, 10 )
Western FFuel Company had determined to work I'he first Black Prince L 16 |
announcement was made that a shaft would be sunk on New Bondholder |
castle Island and wharves built along the inside channel so  Bosun 30
that ships conld he loaded direet from the mouth of the pit lflnv Bird ._f“ !
his plan is not entirely discarded, but it has been thought :”“"""""" 165 !
' Jayton 4
wdvisable (o reach the coal from the mainland of Vancouver Fisher Maiden 980
Island by a slope that will go under the channel and reach  Idaho 2) '
the coal on Neweastle Island Tvanhoe 982 !
b I'his work has been commmenced, the Pe irting about Monitor (Jan.) 380 v Al
80 or 0o yards hack from the water's ¢ it Pimbury's Point  Ottawa 100 taih
1" | \ Pavn 7156 Hiath
0 as 1o be well underneath the water by the time the channe 3 3 fills
Queen Bess 124 ik q
is reached Rambler 260 {1
e Western Fuoel Company shipped in March 17,372 ton Reco 158 ‘ ',
of coal Repnblic 20
I'he situation at the Extension mines remains unchanged Ruth R4
while the miners at Cumberland have decided to join the West Slocan Sta HRT
ern Federation, with the consequence that probably these —,Ti;
mines will be closed also by the company oy
At Fernie development operation re being rapidly prose <
cuted, contracts having already heen let for 250 ne coke I'HE ASSESSMENT OF MINING PROPERTY
ovens
b O THE EDITOR-—Sir: There have bheen many criti
o cisms of (he two per cent. tax on the gross product
MINING RETURNS AND STATISTICS of our mines, but comparatively few suggestions of
improved method May | submit a possible alternative plan
: VANCOUVER ISLAND

for which 1 claim very substantial advantages
A UR correspondents at Crofton writes Shipments to My plan is that the mine owners assess their property
b Crofton smelter during the month of Mareh

were, in  themselves, fixing a sum on which they
round numbers, as follows

i
are either prepared to
pay taxes or sell their mines.  Should another

person or

TONS company offer to pay more taxes upon their depositing a sum !
Lenora (Mt. Sicker) 2nd grade 2500  of money with the Government to insure their acting in good {
Comstock (Yreka, Quatsino) 2nd grade 1,550  faith, the presemt owners have either to pay taxes on the

I'rade Dollar (Republic, Wash.) 180
Lone Pine (Republic, Wash)
Zillah M. (Republic, Wash.)
Valerie (Wigan, White Horse)

nereased value offered or sell the property to the party of

120 fering to pay the increased rate of taxation Ihus: If A

16 wns a mine which he values at $100,000 and supposing the
I tax was fixed at 1 per cent., he

would pay $100 per annum
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Should B. think the property worth $150,000 he might place
a deposit with the Government of five or ten per cent. and
A. would have to pay an additional tax of $500 or sell to
B. at $150,000. At the end of the year the then owner would
have to re-assess his property, which might have either risen
in value or fallen in the varying fortunes of mining. Among
the advantages that I claim for this method of taxation are

1. The assessment and collection of the tax would involve
the least possible expense

2. There could be no evasion of the tax and no arrears of
taxation

3. The tax would fall equally on all mining properties
4. It would constitute the Government as the cheapest and
best mining broker in the country

5. It would cause every owner of mining property to look
the facts squarely in the face once a year and destroy a
amount of fictitious values which are a curse to the industry

vast

6. It would be a check to over-capitalization

7. It would assist in the elimination of the unfit among
the mine owners and would tend to get our mines into the
management of those who could make the best use of them

We have seen in every camp valuable properties tied up
by the quarrels of their owners I'his plan of taxation
would tend to make such quarrels expensive. We have seen
small fractions held at impossible prices in various groups,
not that the owners want to work them (they are content
with swearing in doubtful assessments) but because the own

buy them

sort of thing expensive

ers hope tnat the big company will actually

We want to this

out
make

Everywhere is property tied up, held at absurd prices by
mcompetent persons, methods of taxation have made

We have taxed the worker and

and our
it easy and cheap to do this

made it easy for the idler
Yours very truly
J. C. Harris
New Denver, B.(
&>
CATALOGUI CIRCULARS AND TRADE NOTICES

HE Allis-Chalmers
quired the
Overstrom

Co. inform us that they have ac
sole right of manufacture and sale of the

Concentrating Table, and can promise

prompt delivery on orders

T'he A. Leschen & Sons Rope Company, of St. Louis, re
cently opened an office and warehouse at 1717-1725 Arapahoe
Street, Denver, Colorado. The firm has consequently now
four branches, at respectively New York, Chicago, San Fran-
cisco and Denver

I'he A. Leschen & Sons Rope Company not only manufac
ture all of the ordinary grades of wire rope, such as are made
by other manufacturers, but they are also the sole manufac
turers of the Celebrated Hercules Colored Strand Wire Rope,
and of Patent Flattened Strand Wire Rope. They also manu-
facture automatic tramways which load and unload automatic-
ally, likewise several types of friction grip tramways, and also
single line and two-bucket tramways

We have received from the Hendrie & Bolthoff Mfg. & Sup-
ply Co. a little booklet descriptive of the Eclipse Drill Sharp-
ener. This machine is specially designed for the manufacture
of drill bits for all power, mining and quarry machine drills;
and not only for producing the new bit from the grooved
steel, but as well for re-sharpening the bits as they are return-
ed to the blacksmith shop. In fact the Eclipse makes a drill
bit complete, doing away with all heavy hand sledging, and
when this bit is finished it is far superior to the hand made
article. It is uniform in appearance and the full substance of
the steel is in the cutting portion. The cutting edges are of
equal thickness and are always at right angles with the shank.

THE MINING

RECORD.

IHE METAL MARKET.

HE Engineering and Mining Jowrnal summing up con-

ditions at the end of March, states that the market
strong, and demand active. Consumption
in all quarters continues very large and there is apparently no
present tendency to a decrease. The copper market continues
strong, but with no further advance in prices. Spot metal
remains scarce and producers’ supplies are very well taken
up for time to come. Consumers are calling urgently
for deliveries, which, in a number of cases, they will not be
able to secure. Consumption undoubtedly continues on a very
In the London market there have been some sharp
fluctuations, chiefly speculative, the meaning of which is not
altogether clear. It is quite possible that this movement is
intended for the purpose of forcing down prices on this side,
but conditions here are such that a result is hardly practic

continues

some

large scalc

able. Lead is also showing more strength. While there has
been no change in prices, the demand for metal is unusually
large, and consumers find difficulty in getting their supplies
in time. Spelter is also strong, both galvanizers and brass

makers continuing free buyers; while the supply of spot is
Silver has lost
for nldia is

concessions are make on futures
about the Buying

small, some
nothing but
reported a little better

remains same

The latest quotations are as follows Silver 49 to 49%;
copper: Lake, 147 to 15%, electrolytic, 1434 to 1474, cathodes
1414 to 14%, casting copper 144 to 14% ; lead, 4.52% to 4.57%
St. Louis; 4.60 to 4.65, New York; £12 10s. to £12 12s. 6d,

London, Spelter, 5.50 to 555, New York

Py
——

DIVIDEND PAYING MINES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

T

HE following list has been compiled by Mr. E. M

Sandilands, of Sandon

Mines and District Capital Fotal Pd
Antoine, Slocan N. C $ 10000
Bosun, Slocan $ 250,000 12,000
Cariboo, Camp McKinney 800,000 275,000
Centre Star, Rossland 3,500,000 210,000
Fern, Nelson a 200,000 15,000
Goodenough, Slocan 800,000 13,188
Hall Mines, Nelson 1,250,000 160,000
Idaho Mines, Slocan 500,000 400,000
Jackson Mines, Slocan N. C 20,000
Le Roi, Rossland 5,000,000 1,305,000
Last Chance, Slocan 100,000 213,100
Monitor, Slocan 275,000 27,500
Noble Five, Slocan 12,000 50,000
North Star, East Kootenay 1,500,000 373,000
Payne, Slocan 3,000,000 1,420,000
Poorman, Nelson 250,000 25,000
Queen Bess, Slocan 600,000 25,000
Rambler Cariboo,Slocan 1,250,000 £20,000
Reco, Slocan 1,000,000 287,500
Ruth, Slocan 600,000 125,000
Slocan Star, Slocan 500,000 $25,000
Surprise, Slocan . g N.C 20,000
Sunset, Slocan .. . ’ N.C $5,000
War Eagle, Rossland 1,750,000 545,250
Washington, Slocan . 1,000,000 38,000
Whitewater, Slocan 625,000 200 000
St. Eugene, Moyie 3,500,000 210,000
Canadian Gold Fields, Rossland 600,000 36,000
Ymir, Ymir. 288,000

In addition a number of privately owned mines in the Slocan
and elsewhere have paid substantial profits,
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he amount expended on Capital Account seg

regated s belo 1S 00,887 16
1 chi la $ 153 74
HIPToOvenie ud lgs V77 7
205 8
and assayer mstrum ts 049 5
Mine equipment 0,703 93
Exploration and development 1,030 3
I'he sum charged to “Profit and Loss, distributed
15 follows was P0OO5,131 78
Stoping ore irom mine 482,500 60
Depreciation
Lxploration and development 1LOOS 2
Mine equipment 21,558 88
\lachinery and plant 10,483
Surface improvements and bldgs 0,500 88
During year the sum of $84,036.35 was expended in the
clop t the 1 I'he details of the work accor
plished, and costs re as follows
Work Footage ['otal cos Cost per 1
Sinking shaft 167 V4 $17,020 50 $100 99
Station cutting 2,300 17
Pocket cutting 0,182 93
Winzing 75 8 70
Raising 501 803 54 31 70
( cutting 420 047 73 18 0
Diving 1,49 } 1

Diamond drilling

l'otal 3,123 ft. $84.03(
he accompanying plan sl the HOVE rking er
er possible I'hey can be distinguished by heavy contour
line
16 iport S I §
'l it Northport, Washington, and
re I'hey re distant about 1
vitl ich they are connected
y the ern Railway brang f the
Gireat ¢ eation considered t
1 excellent  one he smelter is always assured 1
nlimited quantity of lime rock, particularly « 1te
purposes, at i yst nd a const 1 ad
ute supply of water for the gener: he plan
| for carrying f e sla e sportation facil
es of Northport are eady good, but an additional advar
ge will be gained 1 preser ¢ 1s the branc
e of 1l Great Norther KR VY hicl Lo b col
nected with the Crow t P coal fie will shortly
be completed and the smelter enabled to obtain ample sup
plic i first cla coke at reasonable rate If good bu
1 udgment and economy is exercised, there is no reason

hy much profit should not accrue to the Company from
the treatment of custom ore, as with the many points in our
favour we should eventually be in a position to secure mue
of the ore produced in Washington, Montana, Idaho, Oregon
nd British Columbia.

I'he full capacity of the plant provides for the treatment
f 1,200 to 1,500 tons of ore daily. It consists of six large
vater-jacket copper matting furnaces, one of which has but

recently been erected, three calcining furnaces, pug mills,

briquetting machines, ete. The ore is taken from the roast
yards to the bins at the back of the furnaces by means of
1 small locomotive, and the tracks are loaded at the heap
by a steam shovel I'he various mechanical appliances are

n hrst-class condition

Smelter Expenditure.

I'he labour trouble hich has heen referred to before

in this report, besides retarding the operations of the smelter
very materially, did much, both directly and indirectly, to
increase the working costs of the year under review.

THE MINING RECORD.

I'he total working expense for the year, segre-

ed as nted $1,104,507 0;
S ltng $ 008 02
latte g 809 05
¢ expenditure on Cap \ 1, made
1 follows, w 22,281 00
Ne¢ building P35:045 74
Bins, trestles, and roast yard 1,055 05
Water and fire protect'n syst'm 14,240 %
Vachine 13,780 54
ramway and equipmen 17,722 63
Sewage system, “elc $,527 15
Purchase of 95 acres of land 5,000 00
General Remarks
I'he matte shipped during the year was 0,779.007 tons of a
et value of $2,532,302.07, equa $373.55 per ton. The ores
wlted amounted 1t 205,701.078 tons, of which 56,077,005
ns were purchased No prolit accrues Lo your company
s a4 result of the treatment of the latter, owing to the fact
it they ere ali Lt 1 riably bought on a falling market,
d usually o etallic ba f settlement which left a
cant margin in favour of the nelter It is merely neces
ry to state by way of illustration that your company’'s cot
ct with the Le Roi No. 2, Limited, and Rossland Gre
rn Mines, Limited, provides for the purchase of their
I 1 basis of 98 per cent. of the copper extract
ct recovery 1is mt ¢ nd virtually immediate
nent t irket  quotati hile your company’s set
( ¢ reime I y ) lay later | 1Isually
pany’s ding the name of the Northport
elting and Refining Company, Limited, besides the smelter
d the ground up ch i si ed prise a half
erest the N I 05 acres of land
m lie \ L 1 cost  $5,000; 1
1 fourth mterest in the platted Northport townsite
juarry which contai he n ¢ hich is being dr
¢ 1 wp of ming claims, knowi
¢ "Le Fleur Co < tuated near Republic, Ferry
Count W 1 n I'hese claim vere purchased threc
1 ) $49,500, but they are practic mdeveloped
e upon them
Conclusion
18 repor ild ncomplete unle some reference
re de to the financial condition of the company, which
rece been the subject of much comment, and exer
ed such a powerful influence over the price of its shares.
\While the Le Roi Mining Company, Limited, commenced
cal year of 1902 with an apparent surplus of assets in
favour, and made rofit of $233,200.00 during the nine
nths in which its mining operations were conducted, our
wks show that a deficit in assets existed at the close of the
ear I'his paradoxical state of affairs is attributable to four

uses, which are
1. Over-estimate of the value of the stock of metals on
imd at the smelter on June 3oth, 1901
Failure to allow for losses of copper and silver in slag
in estimating profits made prior to June 3oth, 1901
Fall in the price of metals which has taken place dur
ing the year ending June 3oth, 1092
. Heavy expenditure made on capital account during the
Car

he

hand and slag losses (see my

As I have already submitted a lengthy report touching

ver-estimate of the stock o1
letter dated May 6th, 1902, addressed to H. J. Hill, Esq.,

formerly Chairman of the Board), it is merely necessary to

tate that our assets sustained reduction of approximately
$300,000 under these two heads

['he fall in the price of metals has reduced the estimates
which have been made concerning our profits very greatly,
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We build complete mills for any Standard Process and turn them over in perfect
working order to our customers after operating them for any specified time,

Stamp Mills
Clorination Mills
Cyanide Mills
Concentration and
Combination Mills

Sampling Works
Silver-Lead, Copper
and Pyritic Smelting Plants.
Copper Bessemerizing Plants

Boilers and all kinds of
Heavy Sheet Metal Work
Hoisting Engines
Blowing Engines
Mine Equipment Transmission Machinery

COMPLETE POWER, LIGHTING, HEATING
AND PUMPING PLANTS.

CHAS. C. MOORE & CO., Engineers

PACIFIC COAST AGENT FOR

The Holthoff Machinery Co.,

CUDAHY, WIS.

MAIN OFFICE
32 FIRST ST, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
BRANCHES
NEW V\O\IK, r\;o] Havemeyer Bldg. SEATTLE, 218 Second Ave., So. LOS ANGELES, 3ai Trust Bullding.
dver. No. 22

wssibly to the extent of $80,00¢ ¢« fig e in e TR llsare dor thi
) hle ertai 1 t cle I Id The n . X 1 | chinery d
T i 1 that the actual market olant and surface improvements was comparatively small
lue of our ores cannot he learned until they reach tl ntin less than Half of the amount wa
hands of the refiner he shane natte it i hi n the construction of a flume and in making addi
p r profit en period witl degr nal improvements i nnection with our water and fire
f ace I the p mthly report hicl F fon  aysti whilst the remainder of the sun
re transmitted to the Lond mnd for the settlement cnended in the erection of or addition to building nd in
1 the i 1 the practice | heen 1 hase of additional machinery
of placih v value on the monthly outputs on the
'si yrevailine during the mon in which the ’
SIS 1 ng during the month in wh he or THE INVESTOR'S BLUE BOOK FOR 1903,
This procedure, apparently the only one which Fdited by HERRERT I, BASSETT
uld he pursued under the circumstances, operates satis With Special Contyibution Leading Financial Writer
factorily when pper and silver prices remain comparatively Complete Digest of Information, Statistical and Critical, regarding all
: 1 Companies in whose shares there is an active market
teady: hut when f 1tions ich as have taken place : -
1 . 1 ( . 4 “Will appeal to a ge constituency Fir mes
everal times durine the va ear, accur, pro e meta b e bea e o S AR Foy o vty oy bt st et i
morphosed into actual losses.  According to showing

made hy our ore hook
ferred to has heen mad

INVESTOR'S CHRONICLY
Tower Chambers, London Wall, London, England

the onrofit of $233.200 previously re
on the first-class ore mined and the

ore treated, basing our estimates in the manner
indicated when s a ff

matter of fact. the matte setilesmetst gxa.ﬂxammm:uﬂ'
made about three months after the receipt of the ore at the iwc EBAUGH hD
melter, at the market prices then prevailir vere approxi | oy
mately $50.000 less.  An additional sum of $30.000 may he R ANAL,J‘;TlCAL

. =
id to have heen lost on the sales of “Custom” ores owint ! A ) Cm
to the fall in prices [ CONSULTING

The capital exnenditures on the company’s smelter sho J76 w.2»ses SALT LAKE CITY
that over $117,000 have heen spent durine the year in various AL A L R OO RO
vays. The installation of blast furnace N
the calcine furnace, ete

second-clas

No. 6, comnletion of
. the purchase of the steam shovel ELEVATING-CONVEY ING

dditional hoilers and sampling mill machinery are respor

expended in the purchase and installation of pumps. ete Now Ready. Send for Copy

1sed in connecting with the water and fir

huildings erected at the time of the strike for the ecommo-

" S, 0., Us.A.
dation of the employees, installation of a sewage system, The JEFFREY MFG. GO, GOLUMBUS,

protection system,
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. City of Wictoria

Capital of British Columbia, Pacific Ocean Terminus of Canadian Pacific Railway, Canadian Northern
Railway, and the Great Northern Railway of the United States.

The Canadian Gateway to the Orient, the Sandwich
Islands, Australia, New Zealand, etc. The starting
point of steamship lines to the Yukon, Atlin and Cas-
siar Gold Fields, and the Canadian port of call for tour
ists on the lines between San Francisco and Alaska.

led in the old world—a new field for exploration—and
the sportsman with first class hotels as bases of opera-
tion may penetrate a new world in his pursuit of the
bear, the panther, the elk or the mountain goat.

The City of Victoria is becoming widely noted for

TEMPERATURE 1902 the beauty of its situation, its homes and its surround-
Highest Lowest ings ; so that the number of strangers arriving, for short

Mean Mean visits and for permanent residence, continue growing

annually larger. Of its beauty H.R.H. the Duke of
York said: “The most beautiful place we have seen in
our journey around the world,” and the following may
be quoted from the correspondence of Mr. E. P,
RAINFAILL 1902 Knight, of the LLondon Morning Post: “One would

Inches fain have staved longer, for of all the cities that have

Victoria 26.45 been visited in the course of this long Royal progress
the fair capital of British Columbia seems to me the one
vhich the Englishman would most gladly make his
Never in the environs of any other

Victoria 67.6 3
London, Eng 68.1 3

Torquay, Eng 65.5 3

LLondon, Eng 20.84

Torquay, Eng 20.22
-~ " : « % *
T'he Province covers a superfic ial area of 381,000 home

- 1 s 1 a eolor ) OWers ¢ 0 o
square miles abounding in minerals, timber, fish and ty have T seen such a glory of flowers as surrounded

game in endless variety. The opportunities for the pro each of these lovely homes
fitable investment of capital are practically unlimited, Pamphlets containing views of local scenery and in
ind the markets for the disposal of metals, lumber, formation of interest to investors, tourists, hunters and

amusement seekers may be obtained by addressing the

fish and agricultural products lie waiting in Russia
Japan, China, India and Australasia. The tourist will Clerk of the Municipal Council, Victoria, British

find mountain scenery and mountain climbing unequal (olumbia
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Canadian Ore Concentration, Limited.,

SALISBURY HOUSE, LONDON, E. C.
CONTROLS

ELMORE’S CANADIAN PATENTS for the Concentration of Ores by Oil

The most recent installations comprise six units of plant handling tailings from 50 head of stamps, and 4 units treating pro
duct of 20 head of stamps, and 2 units treating product of 10 head of stamps.

In all cases of difficulty by ordinary methods correspondence is invited.

The method is fully protected by patents and all infringers will be proceeded against

Full particulars may be obtained on application to

H. H. CLAUDET,

Technical Representative,

Ratee i 4

ol

e

K

ez

F.W. ROLT,

(‘ommercial Representative.

Rossland Office, 28 Columbia Ave,
A
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DON'T BUY
UNTIL YOU HAVE WRITTEN TO US FOR PRICES
AND PARTICULARS.

w‘lk. & C of London, England, Wire Rope Manufacturers,
I Ins o’) Established 1850, are known throughout the
MINING WORLD. The wire used in their rope is made from steel specially
prepared to insure absolute veliability. The preferential tarviff permits of
our quoting low prices on all descriptions of Steel;Wire Ropes, A large
stock of the principal sizes kept on hand at Victoria and Vancouver for
immediate delivery, Our stock includes a full line of L ng Ropes, Ships
Rigging and Hawsers,

ROBERT WARD & CO., LIMITED, Agents.
VICTORIA and VANCOUVER, B. C.

Telegraphic address - ROBERTUS,




