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THE KING'S SCOUTS

J

CHAPTER I

IN WHICH A MYSTERIOUS DRAWER IS OPENED

The sun rose clear and bright upon the stately city ofQuebec one cool spring morning in the year 1602: In theLower Town the houses stood huddled together on he

?oTThft"P °^'f^ r'r^'^ '^' "^^- ^'de and the huge

The .mnl
=°"st't«t^d the city's strength and defence.

crisD r th
™

K^^ 'u™"'^' '"'^ '=^^"y *" the clear,

t w.= hi
*h'="'/'hen the upper currents were reached

.vvrtn. "w-'^
^"°^^ ^^^ 'P^'^^^^S bosom of the St

thP .nlH
• ™fi""^ u"'°

'nothingness before the force ofthe cold northern breezes. Above in the Upper Town
of thTrfth H°°f

'^ ^---ything, tipping with goW^he spTre

flL f

^^t*n«dral and caressing with its wrm touch the

"hiteL S?'t
'^^ floated bravely from its stafY on theUiateau St. Louis. Fair indeed was the sight of thisunpregnable fortress that stood at th,3 gateway of NewFrance, and guarded the vast dominion of the French

unkLr^' '^u 'H^''^^'^
*° '^' ''o^th and west for anunknown number of leagues. Below the city in the wateryba^in lay the King's ship but lately arrived bringing fresh

th s vfs? n™ ff'"" It '"f
P'=°P""S ^"'1 profectton oftms vast new realm. Already was it laden for the return

nSmri 1 ''^T''^
^'eh"y "P°" the tide it se^mH

!o th'KTand"'"'^"""^^'^
'"'^ P'"'"^"^ itself for flight

thc^rTnml=^^
inhabitants of the Lower Town had deserted

sfehtsofT/> /f""^"'^
'^^ '^^^P ^t^eet to witness the

H^A^l T^^"^- ""« « the open square, the PlacedArmes, used as a parade ground by the garrison, was



10 THE KING'S SCOUTS

collected a motley crowd^hopkeepers, labourera, een^i-tutres from the outlying farms, women with childrerin

I^Z^'mV?
occasional friendly Indian wrapped silently

^th fhi
^^'*' ^"PP*'? (coureurs-de-bois they*^re caSwith the r fur caps and weather-beaten faces, sailors fromthe Kmg s ship-m fact representatives from ail the variZ

r^M'"*"^^'^^** °^ ^^^ "«^' ^tr^nse regton! The

soufr. 'u" '•"Tl?' *^, '° ^ ^'"^ '" the middle of thesquare. Here m fuU uniforms, led by a spirited band

STh^l i"^
countermarched the enfire Sa,y forceof the Fort mcreased by the reinforcements but recentlyarrived. It was mdeed a brave sight and one welSu

tker^"T'V' *"'",*'°? '^^ ''" *»•« blood of hetn."
i^.i .

^ " '*'*^''P '*'°'''^ °^ command of the officers tZrattle of arms as the various movements of the dr^ wlrfexecuted with wonderful precision, the thud of fee 'L7h^Kn H? ^^^.""'""^ ** '^' '^""b'^ q«ck in toe or brokenup mto detached groups-all served to arouse in the mind

ne d -°r ?e:° f ''''
?"**T e'^-^ "^ '^^ nation a'n? £

^o -/m !r^^
**'^°"6 defenders of the Colony aeainst ^*rawufold dangers and ferocious foes.

^ ^ **

ctn";^ I «n front of the crowd, on one side of the sauare

^^cois te ''^h"^ "^ff
Q"«'^<=' ^d his na^? was

the younLs?Tth. „^ Fran?ois, while his brother Jean



A MYSTERIOUS DRAWER II
by ties of rare friendliness. The fact that T.a« i j u-arm on his brother's shoulder ;r,« *?

Jeanleaned his

betrayed their ctose rrtS„sh1p t^d "J'hir/'^"""'^similarity of features existing
^^" "°

awlj to&VaSrs""Thr '"'
ili'V""^'''-

^-^ed
in various dTreSs and fh.Tv,''"^'^''

""^'^ ^^'^P^^ed

toother enga.4frania^eon^-i^^^ ^^"'^^ ^-^>'

wish HirM^e:ty'ro;K„7uf^^^^ "^ ""'V
them. Then wVwould keen the Ind-

*''°^'^"'' """^^ ""^^

prepared for anv atSrf?h ?r r'?"^ '" <^'>e'='' and be
make." ^ ^^""^ ^^^ ^""ehsh might choose to

complaint.
^^^'' '°' "^ thousand,- was Pierre's

MM. ^U e.„» ,h.„ ,0Zi to.h°°
"'"'""'" '" "»

iSkSTdS.^iflf"'* "»"• • '•'«..

strews o! the !lp„'¥S,Th ," "?' "'' "» ™^
stim room aidX i Sn.™;'^ "'"r" "» ""'S' Jom-

rested on the lads ThVf„£, ^',*'* affection as they
who seemed '?o^av'?^jSr™,^ft^^^^^^^^^
Illness, judging by the oaUo? nf hf= / " 1°"^ ^^^^^
emaciated lo^. ^fter fhe sti? n^. -^'l/l^ ^ ^'"'^'^

entrance had subsided thf ^1^
occasioned by the lads'

•'It is a barbSess'?^Cn''!Si7,r 'fT^^
boys. ". this thing Of ^aTing &e*!:^irfrt\l:^S

i
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the wholo fleet of canoes laden with the entire winter's
catch kept at Mirhilimackinac for fear of the savages who
have taken possession of the Ottawa readv to capture the
men and pelts, siumld they be rash enough to attempt to
force a passage. The Colony will have its best trade
rumed it matters are not remedied. Had the King sent
the thousand men Frontenac requested, we would not
thus be at the redskins' mere)-."

True," replied Jacques Ormesson, " but the brave
Governor is not discouraged even now. I hear he is to
send a party to try and break through the Indian lines and
act as guard to bring the fleet home."
There was silence for a moment, then Pierre's father

spoke thoughtfully :

" Sti nge very strange it is that in searcliing throughmy bro ler s effects there should be no record of the carlo
of skms that was shipped to "lim three years ago from the
(j^reat J,akes. It started but never arrived. If we had
these on hand mr ^-.lipment to France, it would make a
vast deal of difference in the family treasury. His death
has put this vahnble asset out of our reach. I fear."

Have you ^earched everywhere ? " was Ormesson's
inquiry.

l.f'f' ,
w'

if"''-
'"1'''°"' ^''^"- '^^'^ '^ but a single chance

left that has just occurred to me. One drawer in his desk
here cannot be opened. The lock is of a peculiar make
so that it IS impossible to force or pick it. If the key isnot found. It will be necessary to destroy the desk in order
to discover what the drawer contains. I dislike adoptingsuch radical measures, however, as it is a highly useful and
costly piece of furniture."

fJ'f,^llv''?h'"f t'T'
¥>^' approaching the desk examined

Pff^rtc ^T^
°^^ *''** ^""^ '" ^''' bid defiance to all their

efforts. They were startled while thus engaged bv anexclamation of astonishment from Jean. While standingon the hearth before the fire, he noticed t^at one of he

S oolT Hn'"'
^y''^ "?'*^^^ ^"e^'^'y beneath h,s footMoopmg down, his curiosity aroused, he ir-.pected thebnck and found that it was indeed loose. whrifaU of hs

SS 'TLl'S'^*
>' bound together by the intervening

mortar. After a few unsuccessful efforts he managed to
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On u* fill r-J-v-i'»*r*A.
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pry up one end of it with his hunting knife anH an in.f<...>

ZZTl'" " '^"^ n P'-- ^eeriiTnto'thrL"^

lying at the bottom Seizing it he ran to his father crvint •

open the drawer himself, he inserted it in the locT I?turned easily but the drawer still stuck"Jt Sated
on „r^""!.7 '> ^^^^ ^" '"'*^a hard pull and iTc^Se
01. ut so suddenly that he fell backwards to the flL^s
^"L'h" I*"

'"
t""^

"^^ '^'^^^ °" '°P »' him. ThSwas
S?^^ .^ =\ shout of laughter from the other two bovs

All rvlT.''
*°

'''r."
^'"^ '™'" •»» predicament ^

'

find it IT crowded eagerly about the drawer, only to

of alarm leaped to its resSe b^t nnl^nT" ^'^'^ ^ "^^y

had been badly scorched '

""' •'^^"''^ °"« '=°"'"

m^t^^rtl^tlue^Vel' t.V„^r^^ '^"^ " ^*

ouTS ''t7T-"
^'^ ^i^ h^reU^rspS 1?

bl^cZer whkh SThot °th'"
''^^•''"^ '-'

*he

staring them in theTa^r^^pl^^i^Se^te^^^^^^^



A MYSTERIOUS DRAWER
have sworn there had been

15

nothing. To add to the
inystery. the writing .igan to fade ^^s they g^^d^n
Lv^A t

'"°™'"*
t^^'

disappeared entirely. The 3slooked at one another as though wondering if they ,^rereally wide awake. Ormesson, however, eniovine the^rmyst.ficat.on. smiled and, beckoning them toTome nearh.m stepped to the fireplace and held the mysterTous sheet

^ the 'silk 'Z.^''°\r« '''^n^''
'"^ a^moment Then

^nI«f.H „ ^^! thoroughly heated, faint outlines

Sge ' "" '^"'"^ "' «'^' "P *'^ """''

the^slreet^'Z""" 'T'"^
'?1^''' ^ '""'^ ^'"'^^ "''^ heard at

rL^L T- ^'"^ ^ *°'<''" «>•'" appeared before themBowing to the men he pointed to tfie three lads " Hb
at tt "ch;tiLn^T/"°K-

^«hes your immediate presence

^„. -.u f*^"- T''*
business brooks no delay." Theboys with true military obedience left their interestine

stonTnTv.'"''^™^ ^^^y- A few minutes later th^!stood m the an eroom at the Chateau St. Louis awaitinetheir summons into the Governor's private apartr^e! *

Im



CHAPTER II

CONTAINS A CALL TO ARMS AND AN ACCOUNT OF
A MIDNIGHT VISITOR

As the three lads waited, the mind of each was filled with
thoughts aroused by his surroundings. It was two years
since they had been in that same room on the memorable
day when Pierre and Jean had been taken before the
Governor to relate all they had learned concerning the
treasonable plans of their father's brother, whose tragic
end shortly afterwards made a deep impression on their
youthful natures. Francois mentally reviewed the day
of the attack on Quebec and recalled with satisfaction the
reward he had received, a reward that enabled him to pay
for a goodly farm, thus changing his father's estate from
that of a renter to a landowner. Pierre's reveries were of
a miUtary character. He recalled his portion of the
Governor's bounty, too, the appointment of the three as
scouts attached to the service of the King with regular
pay, and cnder the Governor's direct supervision and
authority. There had been no call for their services how-
ever, during the past two years. The boys had spent this
time m attendmg a small school in the district, and using
their vacations in hunting or trapping expedi'ions at no
time going very far away from Quebec. Pierre secretly
hoped that this summons of the Governor meant that they
were at last to take the field. Jean's memory went back
to these same adventurous times, but they dwelt with
affectionate tenderness on the recovery of their father from
the hands of the Indians, and the discovery in the person
of^he kindly trader Ormesson a blood relation.
Their trains of thought were interrupted ere long and



A CALL TO ARMS
they found themselves

.

WeU, young gentlemen," he began in a deenlv vibratingvoice, "your prompt response to my call shows Ihatvoupossess the greatest of soldierly virtues-obedience Utme see, ,t is two year^ since you received yo^r appoint

Siy^siJcTLr^ii^e r^it^-zkr ",-

^Ti, ..^^i.'^^^^yo" been doing to earn it?"ine three boys were surprised at his seemine sternnewFran?ois was the firet to reply
=>="ning sternness.

ord'eS"
^^^^ ^'"^ '^^^^- ^^^**"S your Excellency's

TvlZ?"
^^^^ T ^^? '<^'«'" ^<l<^ed Pierre, " but have beenperfecting our knowledge of woodcraft so that wIco^Urender better services when we were finally called „Z"The Governor's frown relaxed. He turned towardTanwith a look of inquiry as though he said :

" WeU dr^Sdwl^t have you to say for youreelf ' " '

stSerT ^ ""^' ^^"^^'^ ^' '^^ ^°°^ ^'^t ""^aged to

" In addition, your Excellency, I—I have been erowin^.

LTtalkr.'^'"'
°'^''- ^ '"' ^^"'"Ser and a^'Lc^Sl

jfrontenac burst into a hearty laughMy faith!" he cried, "that wa^ a clever soeechHe has been growing! " and again he leaned back i^ hischair whik his whole frame shook mth mertment Whenthis subsided, he added in his usual kindly ton" '^oShave all done well. I acquit you of any charge of rendeSno return for your pay. But now, you will be caUed ucoffor something a little more definite. An ex™ditfon sUrtsto-morrow to break the Indian blockade oHhe Ottawaand escort the fleet of canoes now held at Mich Lackin^co Montreal. You wiU attach yourselves to th"s partvrendenng such services as may be in your power to Vh^commander DorviUiers. Report at theTort^areUt tomorrow monung. The expedition leaves at rUne!"
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The ^ bowed in acquiescence to his order but were
unable to repress a look of eagerness and delight at being
once more actively engaged in the King's service.
Frontenac noticed this look and smiled approvingly as he
dismissed them with a hearty hand shake.

" Would your Excellency permit us to absent ourselves
for a brief period after the work of the expedition is
accomplished .'

" Pierre asked as they were leaving the
room.

" Certainement I " was the quick response. " If you
succeed in bringing through the fleet in safety, you may
have a leave of absence of three months if necessary. I
will speak to Dorvilliers in regaid to the matter."
On the way home Jean inquired the reason of his brother's

request.
' I am determined that we shall find the store of furs

that our uncle has hidden away somewhere in the region
whither we are going," was Pierre's determined reply,
leather and Uncle Ormesson have been greatly worried

of late and I fear some impending financial disaster. Could
we but discover and bring home the lost skins, I think all
their anxiety would be at an end. I beUeve the mysterious
drawing found this morning is the key to the whereabouts
of this property. Let us hasten our steps and see if any
progress has been made in deciphering it."
They found the trader and his companion engaged in

making a careful copy of the strange drawing. The news
of the proposed expedition caused this to be laid aside
l<rancois took his leave in a few minutes in order that he
might bid farewell to his father, promising to meet his
fnends again at the hour set for embarkation. The four
ate their midday meal in silence, the boys' thoughts eagerly
engaged in foretasting the pleasures and excitement of their
trip

;
the elders grave with the reaUzation of the dangers

that the restless youths were about to encounter.

u
^'*f,s«e/"s to be made up of meetings and separations,"

sighed the father, as they were once more gathered about
the fireplace.

"True," replied Ormesson, with forced cheerfulness,
but our boys have their lives to Uve. In this new land

they are perforce adventurous ones. Le bon Dieu who has
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so pciously manifested His care over us aU in the oastW.U not desert as now in ou, need, but wiU bring them h^kmsafe^y. covered with distinction for work wfu do™e "
"^

« h^T T
"'^ *^ ^^"^^^'^ rejoinder in a subdued toneas he drew Jean closer to him and held him in a lovW

n7.tT- 3"* notwithstanding our faith in uZDieu, the partmg is grievous."
" We wiU do our best," said Jean bravely. " Whoknows what services to the King we shall be able to renderthat will niake you both proud of us on our return "

»™ ] T '^,®*^'??l""''?,
^^""^ ""^ s*!^" not come back withempty ha^ is, either," added Pierre boldly. " I shdl 7ake

^^°^l?l l*"^
'"*"Se drawing with me. It wiU be oddndeed If between us three we do not solve the myster? ^d

Jf.the^skms are still m their hiding place, bringWCe
i .".Bravely spoken !" cried Ormesson delighted at the

A long silence ensued, each one busied with his ownthoughts of the coming separation and unknown^ tr^sa silence that was more eloquent than words when par-ticipated m by those bound closely to one another "/the

^th^^l^dle""' ^' ^^^"°"- ^' '-^*h *h^ ^-dS
;'Come Pierre and Jean," he exclaimed in a cheery

voice, "the time is short and ca for action ratherS
fears and forebodings. Let us

fe., to the shop and sefwwe cannot find something that will prove of service on yourjourney. New blankets will be necessary, while aTw
comf̂ sl""' '

^^ ''"""' P°"'^"'' ^ '^°^' ^'" not

.1!"%^^^ ''^^^^ "y**** ^^^"ty. and soon were lookingover Onnesson's stock-in-trade, selecting such articlesllhey thought would be useful on the wild!mess eStto^Later on they returned with their new possession^ theremainder of the altemoon was spent irdeaning the gunsand getting everything m order for the morrow. Theirfather and Oimesson were not idle on their part, but com-pleted the task of copying the mystic document
When evemng came they all gathered about a table on
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"These figures to the left represent five beaver stin. "
said the boys' father. " That much is pkta, forZre werefive hundred skins in the lost shipment."

trood
! exclaimed Ormesson. " Here at thp *«,, .•=

the picture of a large island. That mulr^fer o Mc^ihmaclanac, the starting place. Beneath it are eleven sunsIf I know anything .-oout Indian p-cture-writing I would

thoughtful answer. " It may be ie of itT laS^'tribu!

mJlLT* ^ '^f ^°°"Sh to contain this island " com-

speak when he was interrupted bv a shn^ ofT^.^^ *

A face
! Some one is watching us '

"

bu?faw no'one" *?/!ir^'^°^ "P^ned It a«d looked out,

1 could not have been mistakpn
""'

h^ ^ .. ,

stoutly. " It was a h„rno!,
™"^'^«"' he mamtamed

IndiaZthan 1 F^h^.^l^r^'asT^^^l^^^^^^^^^
sae^ed"'-

'^"'^ ^'^^^•' '- * --^^' fierS i"l
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to you ^!'' ^ '* '^^*""y ^^ '' ""^y be of service

bo^ajy^'LHl?'" P!f'^^ ^^^ ""S^nal document in its

boon silence reigned over the whole household Pierre

t'se^dTnelTv iffi?^'fJ?
"''•^'"

"T^
minute. Onne'sonlossea uneasily m fitful dozes as the night wore on Thpboys' fa her after pacing the floor of his room for^ hour

S^ellt "'f'^ "P- A ^"eht noise in the^oom b^tow

he ™zed^swo^n^H"riT'y '^'^ '"PP'"^ «« his bo^.
staire AnofW A

^^^'y P^'"^^ *° the head of thestairs. Another sound as of some one moving about in theb g room reached him. He descended the ftdrs raSdlvbut midway a board creaked ominously InoiseJf^ofh^ty fhght came from below. He dashed doZth? re

been puUed out and searched. OnneLn ^shed to the one

wVSv %"hfo "°"%r'«"-* ^^'1 ^een placlS^'^~Sx Jid al'Xt r
""''' '''' ^'"^ ''' --*

il



CHAPTER III

WHEREIN AN EXPEDITION STARTS AND A BASE
PLOT IS REVEALED

The mh«r .hodJerai „ th, ,„,4
mmtm.

•n hi, .„„ sho"S The SaSter ;iT' ,? "? "'^

so as not to show thek emot^nn T^^'l"^/ °."* °^ '^e house
at a rapid pace Civ ^rVr"*^

'^'""^^ '^"^n tl^e street

were thSs leamL earlv^onT nf V"^
^ ^^^^ ^^"t" They

ships of a soE wiLfS: °pUS T:.' f'T^S hard-
knit Close to him by the is^oTI e^rSi r ''"^
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In a short time they were marching down from the
Citadel, in the rear of a company of two hundied soldiers,
to the wharf of the Lower Town, whence the expedition
was to set out. Here all was confusion for an hour, caused
by the troops settling themselves in the fleet of canoes
prepared for them, the bestowing of baggage in proper
place, the shouts of the helpers, the loud talking of the
populace gathered to see them off, the crying of children
fnghtened at the unwonted excitement, the barking of
dogs and the general running to and fro of messengers
bearing farewells from friends and relatives, or orders from
the Governor. At last everything was in readiness and all
awaited, padd'e in hand, the word to start. Frontenac
standing at the water's edge superintending the whole
scene, waved his handkerchief and an instant later. Boom !

came the roar of a signal gun from the Fort. At the sound
two hundred paddles struck the water, and the great
flotilla moved off on its long journey, amid the shouts <>f
farev/ell from a thousand throats and an answering cheer
from the fleet. In a second of silence that followed <he
three boys, who had a canoe to themselves, heard 'wo
familiar voices cry " Au revoir ! " and "Bon vuvukb I

"
and they knew that Ormesson and his brother-in-law had
come down to get a last glimpse of them. The frail craft
formed in a hne four abreast, that passed swiftly up the
river

:
a famiHar chanson was raised in which all joined

dipping their paddles in unison with the rhythm of the
music. A last faint cheer from the shore was heard and
the expedition was fairly started.

After a time, when the enthusiasm of the departure had
subsided and the men had settled down to steady work
using long, easy strokes, silent save for an occasional jest'
Pierre and Jean related to Frangois the adventures of the
previous night. He opened his eyes wide with burprise
and gave a long, low whistle. After a moment 's thoughtful
silence, his face lighted up with excitement as a thought
occurred to his mind.
"I think I can solve the mystery," he exclaimed, " for

in the crowd as we marched down to the wharf I caught a
glimpse of that half-bred son of your uncle."

The Rat '
!

" exclaimed the two brothers in dismay.

|i L
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' Yes, ' The Rat

THE KING'S SCOUTS

not beeA here stoce ihe''Sa?of'':?'°'* "^'y- " He has
vsits to Quebec aiwa^ mea^, ^i^ k"'.""* * ^^eath. His
oath he was at the iSJlom o The dturb "°"/' ^^"^^ "^

fhe news of the nrnhaKi^ m .• *"'^''^nce last night '
truder served to qS ?S' two"*h

^ °y!
'^ '"'dnight „-

thinking, as they s]*^ noiselessrv
.^'°"''''^^^ ^et them

S-™^atio„ to ^o.^'^i'^l^^t:^^^

fi4°rdnSceS
we?flddedV:!"^ -^'='>«<'- Here

party thus augmented hnrripH 1° *^"'" ""^ber and the
Ottawa witho^ delay TfeXr"''^ '^"^ '"""'h^f the'
hour before sunset smd i^

"^ ^^ "s"ally made an
It was the reguli dut^of theThrL'^P ^^'^^V ^^anged
immediately into the fore. /n*. ,

"^^^ ^ ^'outs to pl^ee
directions for a le^eTdlf '"^.''^ => '^^f-^ search in^^j
to make sure tha titoe were^'" ^'°'^. ^^' '^P> ^ order
of any savages.

""''' '"' «'gn« of the close proxSy
an adveLS ^Sdlo V'^ °".^-- had been reached
wrecked the pur^sfof the e^^l'r''^"*

"^^ht easiy hat'his part of.the iSpection oftRZ ?' ^^'^ ^"^etedW r'"i"'nS afternightfaU * „ff^°"ndmg district, andlew hundred yards from th^' i^® ^^^ reached a po nt «
?I«ed again tL^L ofVe eU/fir°'/^*°«^* -^en hejng him. Knowing that it w»t^S

'?^^' twofigures approach
troops to enter the wods It? t?**"'*

°^<^«« for aA?of thestepped behind the huge ti^fo^'/r
"^^^^ hecomTtos* LIf possible, who it wal th^th? ^'^^ ^'^ ^^ted to leam

many of t^,^ ^^^^ outlawfw.r. 7^"5^^^^«' ^though
DorviUiere, anxious to hal Jf 'P'""'^''' %htere, and

the Ind^'^^
S^^'^d thefr rentes T.n '°'l'^ P«««'Stne Indians, without inauirin» t

,^° ^th him against

Sch'hT^S too mXTe'stricdonf'^ ?.*° ^'^^^ P^Which he knew would not be oteyed °" ""^^
'=°°'^"<:t,
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be worth a CTpiece to v^
«ped,tion. our scalps wiJI not

necest/r^tr^'CToTucLT ^'"^ *=^'" ''^''-^''- " I* -
succeed/ We mav have tnl' ^ ^""^ •''.^' *''"' ^« """'
done. My pkn iJver^%tT 'T'""'*'''

''"* " ">"«* be
its head W^t^ n ^^^.^unple

: deprive the expedition of

whafisK oflhery"'^
^"^ '^'y "^S^ *° ^^P^^^-^e

stickfrli^r •
"
^^^i ^^^ °*^«r voice impatiently " He

hStSe the^aS ^' °"^ "'"^'^ ^^^^^'^"^"^ to^sina":

and when th
"
oro^r ^1 ' *

^'^ 'y°'''' "^ '^^y near to him,
his head LddiraZL?nTh?n''"r/''"'lP"* ^ ^^^^' ^^

him havehXSo Bet ove-^tw
'"^°'' ^^' ^"^'^ ^'bout

cover with a few sSs' Irt ?"'P?'- O"^^ "nder
clownish pureuit " ^'^- ^ "^^^ ""t ^ar their

onfy S;^rTtKld^'Sr Thi Jjl. '^'"^r"'^earnestly:
scneme. ihe other contmued

enLTr C^^^Sth^Ltftheledl'^ '?^^ ^^^ »<^
torture of prison^s and th' lit- ^l^^f, ^^^'^y- ^^elr

their courfge JLd^i^^tLJ^^fi
,This '"'"/'"'^ *° ^°"«"

leader, they wilTbe^he fi^c t«
themselves without a

safety. Afte^I do mv wnV^ '"^^^f* ^ *!"'* return to

later^Lt the meeSjKIkr^^S u^n^^^^^^ ^<*^ '"^
no time hut rAt„™ i It, ^ "P*""- '^"mS' 'et us losetune

,
but return to the camp and you can begin tW^
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W
I

I!

r^^aS?t^eit"f.- ^^"""^ °^ ^•'^ "-y Perils they

reSrr:tT„ceno°"hVSerthJ^° '" ^"^ '^^1 -^ '°

family who had comedo N.IT " ^'"""6"' '°" «* ^ "°We
sword'^for his KinTevIn U^IT'^'S?'^"' *° ^^^^ ^is

Young, generous fra^kVS ."fand'n;." ""^T''/-

mind, sinikr to h?s own th,t^eTt''"f'i'''
of heartland

ful natures. He greeted 'Pie^evvith'''?
'" ^^^'' y^"**'"

" Havp mv f s'eeiea i'lerre with a welcoming smile •

Speak low and In ! ^ "^ ''''?^* y°" *>=»^<= discovered,

ordinary matters uShi '' *''°"^'' ^^^ ^""^'^"-d of

momenf obseV:Sg uSosei?-
'^"^ '""^^ ''^ ^* ^^is very

haSLS21t£fr --^^^^ ^.^'-'y -h^t he
Dorvilliers was silent a mompnl;,, ^?" ^^ ^""^ '^"'^'^ed,

of smoke rings ii^ a la^v^^ '
^'^^n.Wowmg a succession

relief

:

^ ^^ '"''""" exclaimed with a sight of

-ng these dareS'lLr^- ^t ^^^
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yourself

t'^7^A^V!'^l
"'"' ^^^^ ^'^ '""'' •^'"" ^th smoke. IreaJized that they were an unru y lot when I uermittedthem to join us, but I did not suppose any woK 2We as to s.de with the Indians aglinst their oZ^unt^

STh. J '' ^'"'

'"i^ 'P'^'i'^''' ^^^^^'^ ^nd know the ways

i'tiyroTe .••
''"""^"^

' *^'' *'^='* ^'''^y -"W be
'

Pierre was astonished at the man's coolness and lack of^rsonal anxiety. He waited for a time expe.C to re-..ive some mstnictmns or to hear some plan proposed forthe thwartmg of the ccspirators' purpose. FiK hiscompanion remained silent, he asked earnestly ^
V\ 111 you not employ measures to safeguard

''e-„"^*-n^^ attack of these traitors, monsieur ?
Uorvilhers smiled at his anxiety
" What would you ? We do not know who these would-be murderers are, and are not Ukely to until the moment nf

heir attempt arrives. To banish all this wild seTrmouranks would but cause them to desert to the IndiaTin abody out of revenge for such summary treatment Noman am. we can do nothing but wait, meanwWk watching

or aSn Th^T
^^°™drels betray themselves by w^d

ZJf^^^'iJ
knovvledge of the existence of this plotmust not be spread about among the troops or the euUtvones might change their plans."

^ ^ ^

addend"
"""" ^ ^^^ moments of thoughtful silence he

" Explain the situation carefully to your two companionsVVhen we have occasion to make a ,i,rtage, do you three

wa'tVhi;:?^ ^'"''iT'^
'^"'"'^ ^ ^ouyeur-L'bois approa h!watch hm as a cat does a mouse, and, if he makes a hostilemovement, shoot him down. You have my authorityAnd now leave me, we must not be seen converging tooToneor earnestly. I thank you heartily for what you havfdone and shall remember it. Good-night "

n.r/T.l'^'*'"^''^'^'
^"^ ""^^king out his companions im-parted the news ( d.eir eager ears during the even ng m™l

and Kiy down to rest resolving that they would do all intheir pwer to protect their beloved commander littledreaming how soon they would be called o™ac ion

m Si

i
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a lonXrta« otTT ' ^^ '""«'* "^"''^ry to make

every one that d ew near duringh/P""?
'^'*'"' ^^*'^'' »'

tramp. All seemed engaged "tout thr'"*'"" f .*''^ ^'^
m making as rapid pSs, « fJ. ^k ' '"*'" ^'*='"'' busy
path. Thesoldiere SucLm»fr''\°^" **>" """^en
under their loadfiXTX at Thr'' P*"P'^i'Ams on their part mart*, o/.i^,

aiong. The coureurs-de-

with similar sftuaSs
"'°"'' ''"'' *° '°"8 familiarity

thaT2 onS crr.rA* '•^" '-rd, Pierre noticed
them and. after gS"^? ^'"^^'^y «?8«d "P toward
walked along^fde^Tc^io^f/ri'? ''"' heartyVeeting
gardingthe^ggednessTth^r^n^^h '"^.^'"* '^"""'^ «"
his rich experience rthewflds ^%i;.T

*" '"« " ^*°^y f^^""

through a swampy bi ofTand rn™, 7°" t """i"
'^'' ^^em

grass between which ?he soil cf^*^. '!,"'' *"^'^ «' ^ank
quaked beneath Vheir tread TV "'''""'',. ^'*^ '""isture
made the way stil more difficult ,nrt •

""1"'°" "^ ^ff^'""

so that conversationTa mle riL^ '".-^'f'^' ''^"S^' ' '^.

devoted his entire att^nH^Ll^^'^
^"^''''''y' ^^ <=ach man

moment when the p"rtv ZJ K^ ""^ movements. At a
fully, stepping

u^orth'efe^e'r'lJa^ef:^^^^^^^ "^^ "^-
pamon was in the midst of tHlin/lf '• ",^ ^'""'^ « coi"-
larger, situated a hnnrtrl^ • ? °^,^ ^""''ar swamp, only
wifhoit walir^S whSi^''"I^R"°"'^'>^ ^"^^enlj

andtookahasty^matDorvllhWhf1'"^'^^''"'' ^^ ^"
on the alert, wis7ake„ a h7tfh? '''••

P'"""^' although
to do more than strike thp m!,^ '"P""^'"

^<^ ^as unable
ward the same Ss'tl" t'that i™t off ^'h^'^!^} «^ "P"
caused the party to halt sudrt^n?,; k .

"'* ®"'^'^^" action
realize for an instant what had hiL"*^"° ^"" '^^'"^'^ to
boys who had been w^ttog expecEv'^V ^•^'" "t '^^^
moment, now that it had fnmr ^ ^°^ 1"^* 'his very
With a cry of rage at beL thnk f,"*™^'' Powerless to act:

purpose, the man mldeTfer'tt ''^ '^^'^ rv^^rderous

\\
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quickly about, raised b'-

29

c^er any of his foUowers

As he took axm, the m. u .lounclere.! into a hole up to his

^mfuu ^T'''^^'-^
hesi- ,,.,>. .extricating UmseK wkh

d ?Der -^'th^on^f*'h' 'n^ ""."*!!" ^*^P *hat sunk himdeeper- the ooze and quicksand than before. Then it washat he ound himself stuck fast and gradually sinkTnefarther. Turiiing half around he called for help tatDorvilhers, who had grasped the situation and lowered h"sgun motioned that he be left alone. The man's straeelesby this time had caused him to sink to the wafst His

Sed"th"a?h'"'"'!,P""r- f"^°"* assistance, here^zed that he was doomed to a horrible death

of SJ. "'l''''^
""^^ forthcoming, he cursed the groupof onlookers, who were held spellbound by the terrible

sight. A moment of extreme tension for alfpassed Theman had now disappeared almost to the shouldersIn an agony of despair he held out his arms toward Wsfornier compamons beseeching them to shoot him and thus

Ipfn h ^/"?- ?'r' ^"<^ ^^^"?°i* tunied pale wMeJean shuddered and hid his face in his hands. A momemmore and only the man's neck and head were visibTe He
haTrKn'?'

"°^' ^! ^^ ""^'^ S'^^^d alternately wi"h

forever Th '"'I ^ 1^'" ''"'"^'' ^"^ ^^^^ were closedforever The work of destruction went on so rapidly that

hJTr^f T""'^ ^^"?' ^"* ^ bri^f t™e before a manhad stood there was only to be seen a dark, slimy poolThe treacherous earth had meted out lit punishment forhis villamy Even Dorvilliers was moved Tnd as the lastvest^e of his enemy disappeared, shuddered as he saMin an impressive voice :

'' Thus perish all traitors !

"

A moment later the march was resumed in silence a

sSr'T?,"'."^r" ^" ^^° ''^'' ^^""«-d the dreadful

^rl^l J I "^^^^ '" camp It was rumoured thatanother
coureur-de-bots had mysteriously disappeared. It was the

fin^H Z"^'" ^r'*"'^ '" "™«' whoseTccusing consdenceMed lum with an unutterable fear of being found out anddrove h.m to the solitudes of the forest, rather than 1emJ^among his countrymen, whose vengeance he dre^ed



CHAPTER IV

TELLS HOW A CRISIS WAS REACHED AND A
HEROIC RESOLVE MADE

The tragic death of the man who had made the dastardlvattempt upon the life of the leader of the war partyTad
rZr "^rn""'" '^I^'u "P°" '^^ ^^lations between theregular soldiers and the remaining coureurs-de-bois Theforiner looked with suspicion upon their irregular allieswhile the latter, although denoundng m unSred terSlthe cnme of their associate, declarmg therseSovaHo
facU&eCtPlT" °V'^

exp'edition,tfenS,^
rn^^roT , • •

' ^^^ ''^™ '"^'^e to rescue their unfortunatecomrade, claiming the right for him of being tried and shot

Zm T ^•'''
fJ"' "" ^y ^"'J'^^- This friction increSed

ttie third the camp was relieved to find that the entirpgroup
5o«'-eY.:<«.-6o.s had stolen awS during tLnishtand started on their return journey to MontreT

^

v.h\u.^\ ^^ * ^u"°"' ^<="'i«nt occurred. Dorvilliers

Stid WI tfr
^"^ '^"^ "^^'^^^ ^*«PP«d on a moss-Siog and feU, spraimng an ankle severely. His nain waHn

Finish- '^' P""^>' "^"' '"t° <=^P for forty-e%trurs

f^£'w^T2 fnT"^ T"^''
he/ealized'^thft his use^

wh!,^\ ?^ ]"^- ^o he sent for Lieutenant Viserwhom he appointed to the command of the e^ditfonAfter a long harangue to the men in which he praSSprevious conduct and steadfastness of purpose 'he exhorted

to'Sm° dTT ^^ '° '^"'^ ««^ leader^ they had b^ento him, detached twenty-five of the soldiers tn Zl ,
guard, and embarked in ^reat suffering ?^rQ^ei^e,,

^ ^

The loss of their chief and th. w.aLninfof their" foi«



A CRISIS
31

thl hr f^^^ °i^^ body-guard decidedly dampened

had had hMMfnu ^^^- ^^- ^^"^'^V ^ffi^^nt soldiernad had but httle experience in Indian warfare hence hedid not possess their full confidence, nor was he personaUvable to arouse their enthusiasm as Dorvi'Uere cS To

bellte°H ?^f '''n'^""'^^' !
^^"^^ "* hardship? ensued. Abelated eld spell occurred during which some of the newtroops were badly frozen, while countless e"rs and nose^were nipped by the frosty air. Then, too their erSapproach to the enemy's country necesitated the stopping

who l^"/T« ^l *]"? ^^"'^'y I"'!'^"^ accompanying tK^who here ofore had kept the camp well suppUed with fre^hgame Notwithstanding these trials, the men pushed on

c'om"Ss.""°"^
*'^™"^^^^' ''"* -ithout'^^yPoutiTn

f ^\*!5M''''^^**
'^^'^ ^^^^y to be met any day Vieer instructed the three boys to proceed several hours Kd"

Carefully working their way through the Tods ^hevT'"able to approach an Indian camp^ contS abou^t fiftvwarriors, without detection. The brave^^alfhou^h ^^
full war paint, were lazily Ivine abn, t tit

^^"""e'^ '"

apparently unconscious o'^ the^pproach of
.'^P™'"*

two leagues below ^ ^""^ °" ^^^ "^^^ about

They reported the state of affairs to thpir I»,rio. ugave ™„,ediate orders that no firrshouS ^ Shted andthat no unnecessary noise be marl^ Th^
"gntea and

upon the ground sLering'^Sing^hl TAZ^Zl

W 1"
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served out to them in silence. Their nearness to savage
foes recalled to their minds the many tales of cruelty and
butchery they had heard from the courcurs-de-bois, and they
eyed the near-by forest with furtive looks as though ex-
pecting to see dark forms creeping out upon them. Night
soon came on and made matters worse. The weird cries
of the owls caused them to start in nervous apprehension,
while the mournful sound of the wind among the pines
seemed to their affrighted ears to foretell disaster and
defeat.

This state of inaction and suspense was finally relieved.
At midnight the command was given them to enter their
canoes noiselessly, and the entire force proceeded cautiously
up the river. A short distance below the place of the Indiai.
camp, one half of the troops were landed and ordered, after
a two hours' halt, to approach the enemy.
The remainder, under the Lieutenant, led by the three

boys, paddled to the opposite side of the river, then pro-
ceeded with the utmost secrecy past the savage encamp-
ment, whose low-burning fires were plainly visible. A
score of men were left behind to drift down the stream so
as to cut off escape by water. The remainder anded above
and silently advanced, spreading out through the woods
as they progressed. Thus did the French have the red-
skins practically surrounded.
At last the first grey streaks of dawn appt ared. WTien

It grew a little lighter, a signal gun was fired End the troops
rushed upon the unsuspecting enemy. The savages, taken
entirely by surprise, for several of their sentries had been
captured and despatched in the dark, were shot down
without mercy in their bewilderment. A brisk half-hour
of conflict and the victory was complete. Two prisoners
only were taken

;
thi^ rest lay dead upon the ground near

the spot where they uad been asleep. It was not known
that any had escaped.

One strange episod occurred during the att?ck. Lieu-
tenant Viger, while aiming at one of the luckless savages,
was surprised at hearing him cry out in perfect French :

" Smvez-moi, jc suis Francais !
'(" Save me, I am French")

On investigation the sup'posed redskin proved to be a
French officer, La Plante by nanie, captured by the Indians
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in a raid on La Chine some three years before. He had been
treated as a slave all this time, performing the most menial
offires for his red masters. They had forced him to assume
their dress, so t. l it was no wonder that in the half light
of early morning he should have been mistaken for a foe.
His joy at his deliverance knew no bounds. He was quickly
fitted out with civilized garments so that he was able to
sit down to breakfast with the Lieutenant as an hcaoured
guest. After sending out a number of men on picket duty,
am.ong whom were the three boys, Lieutenant Viger
ordered the rest of his command to seek their much-needed
sleep.

While engaged in this task, Jean discovered at a point
some distance off a half-conscious Indian who had managed
to crawl away undetected. He was very much exhausted
through loss of blood from a wound in the back, but was
intent on making his escape, although so terribly weakened
that he had to stop every few paces and rest before creeping
any further. Jean saw on his approach that he was un-
armed and incapable of harming him. His first idea was
that of conveying him to camp as a prisoner ; but the utter
helijlessness of his foe appealed to his tender heart and
awakened within him thoughts of mercy. He accordingly
examined th(; wound, and, bringing water in his cap, bathed
it tenderly. After tearing his shirt into strips, he bound
the wound up carefully so that all bleeding ceased. He
also gave the sufferer a few drops of brandy, which aided
materially in restoring the redskin s strength. The latter
watched these proceedings curiously and, when finally it

dawned upon him that his enemy meant only kindness, the
look of hatred and suspicion faded from his eyes. Jean
also offered him food from his pouch, which was eaten
ravenously. By this time the fugitive was sitting up.

" If you feel able," suggested Jean, apprehensive lest
some of the other scouts approach, " I would advise you to
start. There is your way," pointing through the woods;
" go, and some day when you find a wounded Frenchman,
treat him as I have treated you, instead of taking his
scalp."

When the Indian ealized that Jean had not only re-
lieved his sufferings, but that he offered to allow him to
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u

escape, his whole bearing changed. He arose with great
dignity and replied in broken French :

" The Little Hunter is brave and will one day be a great
chief among his people. The Great Manitou has made his
skin white but has given him a big heart. If Onontio at
Quebec had sent more men like Little Hunter into liie forest,

my tribe and the French would be at peace. Winnatoka
will always remember Little Hunter and will sing of his
goodness in the lodges of his jieople."

With these closing words he turned without a gesture
of farewell and stalked noiselessly away, and in a moment
was lost to view,

Jean stood leaning upon his gun watching the retreating
figure.

" Humph !
" he muttered in disgust. " Not even a

' thank you ' for letting him off ! The redskins must be
an ungrateful lol . Perhaps it's only their way, but I doubt
not, if we were ever to meet again and he had the chance,
he would run his knife over my scalp without a twinge
of conscience. Nevertheless, I'm glad I let him off easily.
He was as helpless as a baby when I found him, and it

would have been mean to have taken advantage of his
weakness."

When the lads were relieved from duty, Jean related his
experience to Fran(;ois and his brother. From the latter
he recci\'ed a sharp repioof :

" You have fine ideas of a soldier's duty, haven't jou,
letting this redskin escape so that he can warn the rest that
we are coming ? You may yet foil the purpose of the
expedition with your chicken-heartedness !

"

Frangois lookeil very grave.
" Pierre is right about giving the alarm, but there's no

use scolding or regretting now ; the harm, if any, is done
and can't be mended."
Then seeing Jean's troubled face he clapped him kindly

on the shoulder adding :

" Never mind, inoii ami, you did it from a good motive.
If there was a little more humanity shown in the wilds by
the French, I doubt not there would be less trouble with
the redskins."

After further discussion, it was deemed best not to
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mention the occurrence to anyone in camp, not even to

their leader. It would only bring down blame on Jean's
young shoulders for his indiscretion, while nothing could be
done to offset the -ossible harm done.

The next morning it was reported that a csnoe laden with
provisions, a small keg of brandy, and agun and ammunition
had disappeared during the night. The three boys ex-

changed a glance of intelligence, knowing full well who had
been the thief, but said nothing. Jean, the young rascal,

secretly rejoiced at the news, as he realized that Winnatoka
had obtained the means of returning to his own people in

safety.

This bit of excitement was swallowed up in an event of

far greater importance. It was noticed that on the previous

evening the sjldiers gathered about the two prisoners with
much interest, and, after talking with them at some length

retired in groups, conversing earnestly among themselves
with much headshaking.

When the usual morning command to embark was given,

Lieutenant Viger was surprised to find that the troops

loitered about the camp instead of obeying with their

accustomed alacrity. He repeated the command in person,

but with the same result. Furious, he drew his sword and
advancing to a group exclaimed :

" What does this mean ? Mutiny ?
"

One of the .nen, acting as spokesman, took a step forward

and saluted respectfully :

" Not mutiny, but self-preservation. We have learned

that your information in regard to the number of savages

to be encountered is incorrect. There are enough ahead
of us to exterminate a force double the strength of ours."

" And do you mean to consider one howUng savage the

equal in combat of a soldier of France ? " was the Lieutenant 's

contemptuous query.
" No, but when it is ten to one, fightiiig not in the open,

but from behind rocks and trees, we do," was the calm
rejoinder. " Not a man of us but what is loyal to King
and Colony, and would assault the very Citadel of Quebec
itself were that in the hands of an enemy, if there were the

slightest hope of success. But here it is different. No
soldier is called upon to commit suicide in a hopeless cause.

m
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The men have learned from the prisoners of the number
awaiting them, and one and all refuse to proceed."
The Lieutenant bit his lip with rage but controlled him-

self.

" Bring the prisoners to me," he commanded, " and I
will question them before you all, and force their Ivine lips
for once to speak the truth."

-^ a t-

La Plante, the rescued officer, now approached and
learned the state of affairs from the Lieutenant.

" They lie, the dogs
!

" he exclaimed passionately. " There
are not fifty redskins on the whole Ottawa. 'Tis true there
were a thousand

; but on hearing of an approaching force
of regulars, they quickly set out for their homes. Only a
few scattered bands remain, who, ike the one destroyed
yesterday, have tarried too long."
The prisoners, securely bound, were placed before the

Lieutenant. He turned in triumph to the soldiers who had
gathered round to listen to La Plante :

" Now, whom will you believe, these lying curs or one
of your own race ?

'

No reply was made, but he could see that the men re-
mained unconvinced.

Raising his sword, he rested the point Ughtly upon the
breast of one of the prisoners.

" Speak truth, redskin, or this sword will cut your lying
murderous heart in twain." he cried with a menacing air
Tell me how many more of your tribe are encamped upon

or near the Ottawa ?
" f f

The savage did not wince before the danger to which
he was exposed. When the Lieutenant ceased speaking
he replied

:

r &.

" The great white chief has an evil spirit that rages within
him but I will tell him what he wants to know." Then
nodding with his head towards the wood he continued
solemnly: You see the forest is full of trees along the
Ottawa. My people that await you are so many that two
warriors would have to hide behind each tree

"

Enraged at this reply, the Lieutenant with a snarl of
fury plunged his sword through the captive's chest, who fell
dead at lus feet without a sound. A murmur of disapproval
arose on all sides, although no action was taken. Lieutenant
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Viger, who ai heart was of a brave and generous nature,

felt ashamed of his act ; but advancing his blade to

the breast of the other savage, he made once again the

same threat and asked the same question. The Indian,

although he knew tl-.at nn identical fate was in store for

him, never faltered, but looking his questioner calmly in

the eye replied firmly :

" My brother has spoken."
The Lieutenant with an inarticulate oath flung his

sword to the ground and retired raging to his quarters.

I-a Plante picked up his weapon ind joined him, the

two remaining in consultation the rest of the day. The
troops, feeling their position secure, lounged about the

camp awaiting the time when their leader, bowing to the

inevitable, would give the command for their return home.
The three boys, reclining apart beneath a tree, discussed

the situation among themselves. Pierre proceeded to

relieve his pent-up feelings.
" It is a shame for real soldiers to turn cowards in the

face of difficulty. If I were the Governor, when this party

arrives at Quebec, I should pack the whole lot off to France
with a letter to the King asking him to send men, not panic-

stricken fools."
" I heartily agree with you," replied Francois in a dis-

gusted tone. " But what hurts me most is the reaUzation

that the purpose of the expedition will have to be given up."

Jean chewed a pine-needle in moody silence. Presently

his eyes sparkled and a spot of colour glowed beneath the

tan of his cheeks. " It must not be given up !
" he ex-

claimed with conviction. " It shan't be done. Shame
on us all if there be found none to carry out the Governor's

design. I for one shall volunteer to go on, if I have to do
it alone."

" Bravo !
" cried Francois. " Your idea is excellent.

Why shouldn't we three press on to Michilimackinac,

finding out on the way just what dangers may threaten the

trapper?, and their furs ? We can report to them, and if we
find, as I think, but few enemies to oppose their progress

(tor I believe La Plante knows what he is talking about!

the fleet can yet come through in safety and the Colony

be helped. On our return we can take up the matter of

¥ \'

i'-

h i\
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foflfH,''
all this time

;
The Raf vviU be helping himse.f

to them at his leisure, growled Pierre
" Which ought to be first in our minds," asked leangravely- our duty to the Colony or our private atfaire ? "
Pierre received this gentle rebuke in good part
Right you are, Jean. I was but expn .sing the first

selfish thought that came into my head. Had we no
better tell the Lieutenant of our plan '

"

wi^t!"?^, 'm^'I'
an interview with their leader, who was stillwith (.a Plante. Fiangois acted as spokesman.

n,.rc 1 , ^"'''l
'^'"''"^'"^ =*" important matter among

ourselves and wish our commander's approval of thfscheme," he began
; but he was interrupted by the Lieu^

tenant, who said bitterly :

^

•' Why then do yoi- .„me to me ? Tht command of thisexpedition seems to •
• in the hands of every cWcken-livered trooper that chooses to e.xercise it. I recdve orders

•• But"™r^'''T- t, T^-'^"
^''^ ^" ^*" l-^ continued ;

prove drrtinl.-'

'

" '" ''"' ™"'' '' "*" "' '''''

Francois proceeded, and as he did so the leader's evessparkled with delight. When he had finished, the Lieu-tenant slapped his thigh in admiration

nr,. fntV ^A
^'"='='™ed turning to La Plante, " there

^Z ^h wr"* u""™"
^""^^^ l^^arts in the companyeven though they beat in the breasts of babes. You havemy full permission, mes amis, to cany out this daringscheme. The rest of us start for Quebec at daybreak kf

^aL' whl^'^'^P^'' T- L^^^''^ whenever you^lease andtake whatever you deem necessary in the way of supphesor ammunition. God bless your brave souls !
" And heimpulsive officer wrung the hands of each

" Theil^ I'h
"* •'" ^l ^T'"^ *° La Plante with a sigh :

T I , , u
^"tj'us'asm borders upon rashness Perhapsshould have forbidden them. IZ what I thoughrS

Led"^ H thev f=,'r.
"^.f,«"«l interests of the Colny are

wm h; f;. ^ Ju' , "'"i' ^ ^^"^ of the shoulders, " there

St wSter.-'^"^^
^''' ^°' '^' ^""^"'^^ "^ ^^'^ ^ Q"e^'



CHAPTER V

IN WHICH AN ENEMY IS MET AND MISFORTUNE

ENSUES.

Promptly at daybreak did the cxix?dition begin wliat was
in effect an ignominious retreat. T1il> liad penetrated

into the enemy's country, won a com])lete victory in the

only action in which tliey liad taken part, >et had sud-

denly become panic-stricken owing to the tales of the

trappers and their own imaginations. Brave men have
done worse than that before and since. In reality they

were conqueretl by the element of mystery—mystery as to

the number of their foes, and their known secret methods
of appearing, striking a blow and \anishing, only to re-

appear when least expected or desired. It took years of

constant service in the Colony before a soldier, fresh from
the battlefields of Europe, could unlearn all that he had
been taught by the best drill-masters of the age, and adapt

himself to a mode of warfare that knew nothing of battalion

or company action, but depended entirely upon individual

activity from behind a tree or rock or rotting log. Lieu-

tenant Viger, when his anger and chagrir. had worn away,

understood the situation thoroughly and realized that he

was powerless to affect the determination of the men not

to proceed. He accordingly made the best of a bad affair

and stood upon the shore wrapped in his military cloak

superintending the embarkation with a dignified calmness.

His was the last canoe to turn its prow homeward, and from

his seat in the stem he waved a cordial adieu to the three

boys, who stood on the shore beside their own frail craft

until the rearguard oi the party was lost to sight behind

a distant bend of the river.
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-Si *Jl.all";S;-<-^^,fi-t attenCing .heir brave
Not that tlicv regretted i.rrZ if ^ '

l'
"-""'^'"'' set in.

had taken, but the sS , n^^ T"""'""'
"'"'•'"'' that they

hrought a realiza if,f , ',
If;',^/-'''^-,

"' 'heir comrades
ships of their course UUn^M,,}^ '''"T"''

""'' '"'^'l-
as they thought serious J o al '.t X' '""''""^'''''".V.
ot their attempt meant to ho .!. T''''^ '" f''''ur'-'

of the Colony^ A cri is l.-.d r?''"' f f"'"re welfare
Frontenac ha^ s.riven'to m It J! i^^^^

*'"^^ <'""ghty
his command

; but lie hid f ,;?,. tl
'"" '"'^sources at

betheirfathersandtainedtoiheo/d" "''' «"""6h to
back when put to the t"st On I?

"^ ''""g" had shrunk
now lay the completion of the t^.h-l""!""' shoulders
laid down. If they faiL nn .

'""^^ *'"'''' ^Wers had
H they succeeded^in the'grea T,V'? ' '''''''^ '" "«^«
would be their due. These^sober tl^ r.'"'"''''

^'''^ I'^^e
the natural impulse to procmUt m

"^'"'^
''"u^"''

'^ "^heck
so they sat down upon IhTrW.X'l'T'^ ^^'" J°"'-ney,
what was the test thing toTofifst^

^^' '°"""' ^^ '»

ow1;7toThe'probabirr'"'''""
''* "''"^ decided that

only at night. The friendlv hLi ^ "'""^ "'' ^^e river
their risk of discovery"nd^f^^.'^ff^ ^T''' '"'"''"i^e

second and more peribf,^ n'r ^^'^^ '"* *"^t''' ^'nd the
begun. The nigL'^aS Sonf "^ ^''' J°"^"<^y -=^^
found them and their canneh.n

'""'''="* ^"<1 daylight
eyes. During the second i^''" '"'l^^

^"""^ '«» curious
tirst mishap.^

''°"'' ^^^"'"g there occurred thei?

ani;:i^1ro'Sl'^^^^ ^^ours after dark
night air giving zest^toS effi.ffc T '°"'<=' "^e cold
shot by a projicting ooint if ,

','^' '"^"'^ suddenly thev
fullinthegLe^fafoo'S^^si

edfifel'th' ^"'' ''"^'^^'-^-
three or four stalwart in^!lZZ^^^°'^ ''bout which
-able thicket covering tr^oi^^^ISuf'o^^^ ™--,-
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liKht to one coming from their direction. The licarts of the
three seemed to cease Ixjating for ;in instant. .As if hy
one common thought, they shipin-d their paddles noise-
lessly and threw themselves tlal in the Ixittom of tlie canoe
Their only hoix' was that when their momentum had ceased
the current would carry them l)acl< down the river again
out of the illuminated area before those on shore had
noticed their approach. No sound from the encampment
indicated that they had been discovered.

Gradually the six-ed of the canoe slackened until it finally
stop|)ed. Then, after a moment's hesitation, the current
seized it and began to carry it in the desired direction.
1 he boys lay breathless in their uncomfortable iiosition
straining every car to catch anv suspicious sound. Once
only were they alarmed b\ what imvn\ to be the k'urgling
of the water under then bows. After a time 1-raiuois
shifted his position slightly so that he could look up to the
sky and see if the reHection of the fire was still ob^rvable
If It was not, he knew that they had drifted back behind
the projecting point to a place of safety. He was dismayed
to hnd the glare not only visible but apparently growing
l)nghter as he watched. A moment or two ami lu was
convinced that they were drifting steadily near the shore
He wo- .s»ill cogitating as to what had best be done when
the . .no( tnvched the bank with a slight shock and he
bi..e'l .11; ic.-ocious face of a savage, daubed generously
with war paint, looking down at him.
Keahzing that further attempts at concealment were

useless, the three lads sat up and found themsehes moored
to the bank by the stalwart arm of a redskin, while two
others stood over them gun in hand. A fourth waded out
of the water. The mystery was explained. They had
evidently been seen at the time of their appearance and
one of the Indians, swimming noiselessly out to them had
gently guided their canoe to shore without their knowledge
1 heir position was perilous in the extreme, but there was
no help for it. To attempt to escape was folly, as at least
two of them would be instantly shot. The danger must be
resolutely faced with the hope that an opportunity for
lught might arise later.

Accordingly, at a gesture from one who seemed to be the

^ w

i id
i Ml
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leader of the band, the boys arose from their cramnedposition and stepped ashore/ One of their cap orsSdthe canoe high up on land and began to explore with curiousfingers all that it contained. The prisoner were led to the

^Th"'''T/^,"""
^^^^'' ^^^« ^^™«ly bound by withes

t^l r*.°^ *'' ^'^^ f^P^ ^'"«- After being deprived oftheir hunting knives they were aUowed the free use of theirarms and some food was placed before them The Laderw^ted pohtely until the prisoners had finishTd, then bound

w^ouTjlt^fV^r ^"^ '""^ "'g^'- Soon the cTmJ
Tr,?thP r .;• !^

*^^ ^"'^'^"^ Soing to sleep without bother-

f^M^ u"\^^
concerning the prisoners, evidently trustingto their bonds to keep them from escaping

^ ^
1 he boys conversed in whispers.
' Isn't this just our luck," groaned Pierrp " tn r„„ ;„*„

danger with our eyes wide opfn
?" ' ™" '"*°

' wl ^'"^i J"^^^"
^""^ ""' capture," repUed FrancoisWe should have travelled more slowly and carefuUv "

,JeT
""'^ *° ^'''''^ '^'^ friend from his own cen-

" It wasn't anyone's fault as far as I can see We were
all equally to blairie." Then after a pause '• iTupZ:
old ateut" TZ' '^. 'r""

P^[''^^ ^°"^*^"r La p'l^nte

if hp tw / ^ ^^""^ " '' "° ^""'S^"- It wUl be a pity

nnV f
,1°^"'.?^™°* eive four savages the shp." ^

^

ih.Z ^'"^^"*
^^'"'''S awakened and risen to tendthe fire, came over to the group and examined their fettosFor some reason his suspicions were aroused that thev

Sh'e^atdow^n t'Tr.' ^° ^^ draggingThem fU£X 1.1 K r ^^'^^ *^^'" ^'I ^ent to sleep once moreThe lads believing that no imminent harm threaSned

ngure standing there was seen to plunge into the w^tPrHe soon landed, dripping like a^spaniel The savl/e

St'e "^hr'tV
"^'^"''^^' *'"* P^^-^-'l of a voraH^fsappetite. When this was satisfied, he wrapped himselfup m a blanket and sank down beside the fire'rsleepThe remaimng braves gathered together and convened in
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subdued voices. Judging from the frequent glances cast
in tl. direction, the topic xmder discussion was the dis-
posal of the captives. Three seemed united in one plan,
while they were vigorously opposed by the fourth, who
spoke rapidly and with much earnestness, although in tones
so low that the boys were able to catch but a few words.
They made out, however, that the three wished to take the
prisoners home with them and adopt them into the tribe,
while the suggestive gestures about the bcalp-Iock of the
fourth told pretty painly that he advocated more summary
proceedings.

Promptly at noon the newcomer awoke and called for
more food. When this was dispatched, he intimated that
he was ready to relate his adventures. Accordingly, he
was quickly surrounded by the four, who gave close at-
tention to his discourse.

" Look out for trouble," muttered Francois. " From all
I can make out that half-starved brute is one that escaped
from the band we helped to destroy four days ago. The
others evidently are in ignorance of our expedition having
been so near. When they learn how the camp and all that
composed it were wiped out of existence, there will be a
howl."

Francois was correct. The hearers restrained their
agitation for some time, but when the warrioi reached the
point in his tale where he told of the slaughter of practically
all but himself, a terrific yell burst from the four savage
throats, and cries of anger and vengeance quickly followed
as their eyes fell upon the hapless prisoners. The leader
restrained them, however, and after a few moments of
additional consultation the group broke up.
The leader approached the boys with every appearance

of friendhness, releasi.d their wrists and loosened their
ankle bonds so that the circulation was no longer impeded
and they could take tiny steps. He brought them food,
told them that they could move about the camp at pleasure
and left them to their own devices.

Francois looked very grave at this turn of affairs. He
knew that immediately preceding some of their most
shocking barbarities the redskins usually overpowered the
prisoners destined for the torture with kindly attentioM.



44 THE KING'S SCOUTS

Their captors were naturally filled with vengeful feelings
as a result of the recent battle and, wor^t of all, seemfd

Thu wTri" '.u" fS"'"S ^"""ng them having ceased.
This boded 111 for the future disposition of the captives
.

I he ne\vcomer was the only one who did not seeminelv
.gnore their presence He walked up to them and looked

ln?^nc>""
"'«'' ^^'^ ^^'^y ""^^^'"S ^'th hatred and savage

animosity. He seemed to have espec ally vindictive feel-

vnffn^T^*
J"^"-

l'°^^^^y
^^^ 'dea that so small andyoung lad was on the active warpath against his tribe

rankled in his breast. Finally his evil dfsires overcame

nf.h- 1,^^
^°°^ P^P"""^ " tormenting the youth bypmchmg his arms and legs and slapping his cheeks sharply.

Jean was umnoved for a while, but after one specially
atrocious pinch his anger flashed forth and he gave theredskin a quick, hard blow in the eye with his fist that
closed, temporanly at least, that useful organ of vision for
Its owner, as he fell sprawling on his backA howl of rage ensued, and the Indian jumping to his

fide nfTh.
'^'

'''""r ^y ^<^ '^'^SSed hL to the other

hfXJ ?^l- "^^T ^^ P^^''^^ ^"» st^ding with hisback against a huge forest tree.
" I make papoose jump," he cried, as he retired some

hehurlST.°f- ?'^'''",^"P ^ '^^t'^het from the ground!he huried It at Jean's head, his intent being to come as nea^as possible to him without actual injury Jean did no[

So whe"nV'''' '°V'n' ^'*^ ^y '"'Sree of enthusiasmSo when he saw the flashing weapon coming through theair at him, he hobbled to one side, allowing it to bury itssharp edge m the tree trunk behind him. In an instant he

restraint, and with a dangerous weapon in his hand,

to VvF.° ?.™J
'°^ ^'°"' *h^ °ther four redskins who, up

\t did n rV n "^"f
^d passive spectators of the scene

clnHvpfn ft • "?'! their purpose to have an unboundcaptive in their midst armed with one of their own battle-
a-xes. Jearis assailant, enraged at the boy's cleverness

at'TheTout'h
''"!^^'* 'T "^ "^'^ -d lelit driv" ?:ii

iLn t^rh! Td '""?'e''°"s intent. It was lucky for
Jean that he and Pierre had often in sport practised tossing
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and catching by the hand'e both hatchets and knives until

they had become quite expert. The result was that he
dexterously caught the flying weapon in his unoccupied
hand and then, seeing that his enemy was about to make a
rush upon him, he returned the hatchet with such skill

that it caught the onrushing savage in the forehead, causing
him to fall dead at his feet.

Jean was greatly taken aback at the success of his stroke.

It had been an instinctive blow struck in pure self-defence,

a fact that, although it might serve to ease his own con-
science, would by no means be taken into consideration by
the dead man's friends. In fact, they were already bent
upon revenge for, each seizing the nearest weapon, gun or
hatchet, the four rushed upon the luckless yo"*h. He
realized that no matter how successful his next blow might
be, he could not hope to fell more than one of his antagon-
ists. There remained the other three fully armed who,
blinded by their fury, would make short work in dispatching
him to accompany the warrior at his feet upon his journey
to the happy hunting ground.

A sudden inspiration seized the lad, for with a quick
motion he hurled the hatchet into the river, took a step
or two forward and stood with folded arms calmly awaiting
the onset of his foes, helpless and unguarded. The coolness

of the act aroused a feeling of admiration in the breasts of

the savages and quieted their wrath for the time being,

for they contented themselves with seizing him roughly
and binding him to a near-by tree so that he could move
neither head nor limbs. Seeing murder in their actions,

Francois, who together with Pierre had beheld the recent

events with wondering eyes, hardly reahzing why he did

it, arose and called to the redskins in an authoritative voice

to stop. The malicious devils turned at this interruption.
" Shame on you for a pack of cowardly curs! " he cried

desperately. " Are the Iroquois a people that make war
only upon women and children ? Are you able only to

torture a mere papoose ? Look at him. When you were
his age, you were still at home playing in the dirt or gather-

ing sticks for firewood. And yet he has killed one of your
warriors in a fair fight. Keep him tightly bound," he
added scornfully. " Were he to get loose, four more
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S'byTb4^°"'"
^"^ ^"""^^ ^ '""P^y- *°"^ e«^t chiefs

If Francois's idea was to divert the redskins' attentionrom Jean to himself, he succeeded. Stung by hSt"and snarimg with rage, they abandoned whatever they wereabout to do to the younger lad and nished pellmell upon theother two prisoners. Nothing daunted, Francois remained

Sta fitt ^;r • '"''""'"s *° ""^ feet.rood rngside him, filled with a vagu. ^esire to rally t^
'

js suonortalthough realizing that he was equally h^elpeftoSFirm was the front turned toward the advancing foe whowere close upon them. Already was a gleami^ hatchet

ITve p '-^"e
"""' ^""^' ''' °"' ""^'^ '^" wVviX

siitV -1 'ii'" """".T*
^^^ T^ °^ °"« °f ^^^ Indians caught

fnfn vH.f "^i'*^,-^
"""^^^ occupant that had just comemto vnew around the point. The four stopped againd verted from their purpose. After a moment'sTnspectbn

of the stranger, a shout was given and returned, the Lnoe'sprow was turned toward the camp and soon grated on thepebbles as its owner landed. The Indians met hta wkhevident pleasure all talking and gesticulating I?^once

to,itL^PP'H'v ''^ '^'
'^r-

J^^" f^°™ his uncomfortable
position eyed hrni narrowly; then his heart gave a suddenstart as he recognized the swarthy features of Winnrtoka



CHAPTER VI

SHOVS HOW EASY IT IS TO FALL FROM THE
FRYING-PAN INTO THE FIRE

The deference paid to VVinnatoka seemed to indicate that
he was a chief of importance among his own people He
listened gravely as the rest related the events which had
occurred during the past twenty-four hours. When they
had finished, he stalked over to the spot where Pierre and
Francois were lying. After eyeing them stolidly for amoment or two, he gave a grunt and then approached lean
If he recognized his former benefactor, he gave no sign'
Returning to his companions he talked earnestly for a few
moments. His words evidently carried great weight for
there was no opposition to what he said. When he finished
speaking, he uttered a few words of command to one of the
group, who hastened to release Jean and restored him to his
friends. The Indians proceeded next to bury their fallen
comrade. When this duty was completed, they spent the
remainder of the day leisurely employed about the camp
Ihey paid no attention to the prisoners, save to give them
food and water and ease their bonds. Jean communicated
his recognition of Winnatoka to the other two.

" Lots of good he will be to us !
" said Pierre in a low

voice.
,

' He has accepted favours from your hand but
I doubt if he will recollect them now. I fear his memory
will be too short for that."

'

Francois was more encouraging.
"You are wrong there. Although the Iroquois chiefs

pride themselves on ncvur forgetting or forgiving an injury
yet they also hold it a matter of honour to do well toward
those who have especially favoured them. The fact that
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he ordered Jean's release from yonder tree shows that he
remembered him. He has evidently urged the others to
postpone the carrymg out of their revenge until they reach
their home. A dozen chances of escape may occur before
then. Take courage, mcs amis, something will happen
soon m our favour."
The two brothers, heartened by these words, cast to the

winds all feelings of depression caused by their precarious
condition, and busied themselves in watching closely the
course of events, while their brains sought to devise some
means of takmg advantage of any favourable turn that
might arise.

Toward dusk Winnatoka approached the three and began
to examine the thongs that fastened their ankles and wrists
When he came to Jean, he took as long a time as possible
for the exammation. WhUe so doing he spoke low and
humedly, his lips scarcely moving at all

:

" Little Hunter is in trouble. Winnatoka wUl help him
He will keep watch to-night. When the camp is stUl and
the owl hoots and the river runs cold, he will release him
and he can steal away. His canoe and gun wiU be ready
for him. Thus will Winnatoka pay the debt he owes him "

Jean's heart rejoiced at these words. He suddenly
realized, however, that the redskin had said nothing about
his companions.

" My comrades wiU go, too," he said in some trepida-
tion.

*^

The Indian's brow contracted :

" No, Winnatoka knows not them. They will be taken
with us in the morning on our journey. My people will
do w.th them as they please."

Jean shivered at these words, knowing full well what
their fate would be. He realized that a bold stroke was
necessary, so, assuming a look of indifference he was far
from feeling, he replied stoutly :

" You needn't release me, then, for I won't stir a step
without them. Does Winnatoka, the great chief, not think
his hfe IS worth that of three boys ? He holds himself too
cheap. He tries to pay a debt of beaver with rabbit skins."
The savage made no reply, but left him and busied him-

self about his canoe until the evening meal was ready.
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After this w-as finished, the redskins removed the caotives

o? th^ 1?* ''^f
°' '•'^ ^'^^' *'^'^*"g Possessica themse vesof the grassy place on which the boys had been Iv n^This act looked a little more favourable for thefr escanf'Wmnatoka disappeared for a moment to rummaL „ hiscanoe, and returned with a tiny cask of brandv The otherIndians loaded the remaining vessels so that "-, J t fl

be made at break of day with'out delay and returned toThf

^^i;^^iSh-^-tga?S
p«a|?tp^--sr^---
Francois soberfv' "1? t? °'/r' ""' ^"*^'" ^^-^^rked

^£4^be.^pS„^o?rL°L^;-«
o us w,il infuriate them. Then good-bye to our eveTseSQuebec agam. It wou d be far less trouble t^rl^,tt^

clouded.,their eyes, as they remem^bered th^pale delicTtelookmgsmother whose heart had well-nigh bCi for love"of them, whom they had left behind buried in French solf

fhittK tf"'^^™^^^ ^^^P' °^^^ *»'^'"- too. as they reahzed

natures dM not permit th^ t?"contem£i ^i S'^picture, tender and sweet though they were forion^They^resolved to watch alertly for'any cLnce for freeS

ii 1
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and, if they were doomed to die, to meet death unflinch-

ingly with a courage that befitted their birth and training.

After a time VVirmatoka approached again ostensibly to
see if they were well bound. This time he spoke with less

caution :

" If the Little Hunter wishes it, he may go soon. I will

loose him now, and when the white man's fire-water makes
the Indians stupid he can start back to his own couiitry."

The savage's spec^a seemed a little thick, showing that
the spirits were evidently rapidly gaining control over him.
To anger him now might be the means of turning him against
theiii ; but Jean was determined not to gain his own safety
and leave his comrades in bondage. He accordingly looked
the Indian straight in the eye as he replied ;

" No, it is all or none. Winnatoka would blush for his
friend Little Hunter when he got home, if he remembered
that Little Hunter had slunk away like a cowardly wolf,

leaving his friends in a trap. He would despise him."
As he spoke thus bravely, though quaking inwardly, the

appaiently half-drunk Indian could not help allowing a
glance of admiration to kindle in his eyes for a brief instant.
Then resuming the stolid look that was his usual expression
he replied

:

" Little Hunter is brave ; he will some day be a great
chief of the palefaces. His heart is big ; he will have many
friends come to his lodge. His tongue is straight ; it is

not forked like a snake's, talking two ways at once, but
speaks words of wisdom ; he will be a leader at the council
fires of his nation."

With these words he turned his back upon the prisoners
and rejoined his companions, gulping down his share of the
fiery fluid that he had brought. Jean was so disappointed
at his lack of success in inducing the Indian to accede to
his demand that for a moment his eyes were blinded with
tears. A moment later he chanced to glance down on the
ground at the spot where Winnatoka had stood beside him.
in an instant he uttered a muffled cry of joy, his disappoint-
ment and despair changing to hope and courage, for there,
close to him, lay a knife. He understood now that the
savage had thus given him the means for the escape of all

without injuring his pride by openly yielding to his insis-
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tence. Although his hands were tied, he was able to holdthe keen blade lightly in his fingers and nib its sham edge

*?Ti"i *^,t,f«""s that bound his feet. These ?uicklvyielded Whispering to Pierre who lay close to h?r^ thetwo worked the.r way carefully toward each other, keen ngone eye the meanwhile upon their convivial captoi^ until
Jean could reach his brother's wrists. These were "reeand Pierre in turn released the younger boy's hands then

7nTJ° ^T^""' ^^^ ^^^""y '^'^y ^^bed themselves

one another
^''"'*="''''°"' """ '^""^"''^'^ m whispers with

„r^^ K^'V'T,°"!,°^
the Indians had succumbed and layupon his back loudly snoring. The others were becomingmore or less incapacitated with each passing momentNot daring to wait too long lest the thoughts of the drunken

redskins might turn in their direction, the boys decMed torun for it through the forest at the first ^opSunityJean fancied he noticed that Winnatoka did not drink asoften or as copiously as the rest, and the reason at onceflashed into his mind. Fran9ois, to whom he told histhought, agreed with him :

of
"
l!t'" j^ •^P"^'*' " '^® •=''**ty savage is saving hisstrength and wits and is trying to keep sober, all the Whilewith an eye on us. He has given us the means of escapingand, if we once make a break, his feelings of Indian honou?wiU have been satisfied and he will glajy join in theSand capture and torture us within an hour whh a cl^?

conscience. Now. are you both ready .' Wait until the

TkUX*?'^* "^ " """" '"" -" "•""" ^

would never come. Their overwrought nerves caused themto start at every unusual sound. The ill-omened cry of anowl across the river was wafted faintly, yet distinctly to

faUur^^f \1 ""^ff
^^^"^ ^^^^"^ ^ ^^""^^ it predicted the

woodin th ^"fi""P^ *° "^^^^ "fh^ "^^kling of the

Tthou^h fhffl'"P
^""^ '""* " '^''^^^' ^^'°''Sh thek framesas though the flames were mocking their meditated actionand reminding them of their fate by torture in ?he neT;

Ui
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A moment later, after a hasty glance in the direction
of the prisoners, Winnatoka took another drink. The same
instant the three boys arose noiselessly and glided into flic
forest. This gave them a few seconds' start. They would
have had more leeway, had not Pierre unfortunately stepped
upon a dry branch that cracked beneath his weight. A
wild yell warned them that their departure had been ob-
served. Francois, glancing over his shoulder, saw bv the
firelight the four savages running across the open place
with Winnatoka in the lead, lie realized then that the
whole drinking scene had been a farce and that their pur-
suers were masters of limb and mind. This surmise was
not quite correct. The scheme of the redskins had not been
thoroughly carried out. They had allowed themselves
a few drams of the brandy now and then, but not enough
to more than confuse them for an instant when they stood
upon their feet. After they had once started running their
brains cleared.

The nearest and hence the most likely point for the boys
to enter the woods was aimed at by their pursuers. For-
tunately the three, Francois in the lead, had turned shar ' '

to the right as soon as their movements were protecter' y
the trees, and their path lay obliquely toward the i : .^T.
The redskins hesitated a moment and listened after tney
were in the shadow. An unlucky step of Pierre gave them
the general direction of the boys and with another fearful
yell of confidence they started after them.

" Bend low and hurry," was Francois's warning. " We
have a half-minute's start of thr m now, but we cannot keep
it long. They can run in the dark twice as fast as A-e can."
Admonished thus, \e two brothers followed close upon

his heels. An occas.^xial noise from the rear told them
that the enemy were gaining on them. Fortunately the
nver was not far distant. When this was reached, they
waded m carefully among the shadows without noise until
their depth was reached, then struck out for a few strokes
and allowed the current to carry them along. A moment
later they heard the savages threshing through the woods
near the shore a Uttle mystified ,-it the sudden cessation
of all sound on their part. By this time they were so far
away that they felt emboldened to swim vigorously. Pierre
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'hfcTmn'^h if'^
*^* '^.^^"^ 8°'"« '" 'he direction of

emeritT H^Ji^rf
^"'* ''^* and wondered at Francois'slementy. He made no comment, however, but followed as

^an ^W°"'Vl^'""«- ^° ^^ '"^"'•'^ ^"dy wit to adopt aplan that could be carried out.
^

The camp fire came in view and Francois, hueeine the

t wtT 'w
'^°"'' '^^'^' '''^'S^' *°'- ">« landing Ken

waTSnt ni «'• P""??'" ^PP*=''''='^ ='^" '° 'he others. Hewas bent on seizmg the canoes of the redskins, thus shuttine

^he h?r"'
°*

'""T''^^^ P"^^""' Land was reached and

start!
°"

"'^ ^"'''''y ^"^'^"'^ f""- 'he morrow's

'' Hurry
! Hurry

!
" cried Francois in despair as the

SsTedtr nf
'""; '«dicated 'that thrrSinl £

fhem
^ "^^'^ ''"'^'"8 hack to intercept

thJ^pJll'^'^/"*"/"^':'?"^
*he others shoved him off

;

of iLht Fr °^^^ 3"'^'^'^' P^'''^^'"e beyond the rangeof light. Francois had chosen for himself the largest and

Tsh vStif'h "l
')"^ ^"- J"^' '^^ he gave ?he finalpush Wmnatoka broke from cover, and withI yeU of rage

Thrl "'^^ ""'"^ heing done, mshed toward the watfr'

Jnhlr°v^
'"°'"' ^"d Francois was seated with paddlein hand. Five more, and his swift strokes had carried him

laW^nr^nH- ""f!^ ^°' '""^ ^''^'' ^" 'he guns had been

e« n Hn i^""
°^ '^^ ""°^' """^ 'he savages were power-

rkd bv dfnTof ^^- ^ °r,
''^'''''^ ^P'"'''"^ '"'° 'he water and

u^tivP, h,,^
"'^^''"' swimming to catch up with thefugitives

,
but soon seeing the futility of the plan, chancedhis nund and returned to shore, where he joined hfcom

rntTnd"rar"' ^"^ '" ''^"^' '^"^'^ °^ '^'^^PP^^""

The three lads now feeling themselves safe relaxed their

sfare oTthTl^T^'^'' ''"^'^ "P ^h^ ^ver. PresenUy the
g are of the fire disappeared and thus the last sign of their

for e"ver
"^

'
"'' ''"' °"' '"""^ *heir sight, as tKoped'

re^w""''*
'hey were cold from their recent wetting, theregTilar exercise of aim and muscle soon tended to produce

freedZ
^^''' ^ pleasurable warmth, whUe the feelbg

0'
freedom from captivity and the thought of their recent
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lucky escape gave an exhilaration to their minds that pre-
vented them from suffering any discomfort. This state of
affairs lasted until the earliest strealcs of dawn warned
them of approaching day. Accordingly they landed on
the opposite side of the river from that on v 'ich the Indian
encampment had been located, thus placing the stream
and some leagues of distance br'.-veau themselves and the
enemy.

After a hearty meal from the stores found in one of the
canoes, which they carefully hid, they threw themselves
down on a spot protected on all sides by dense undergrowth,
and, worn oi't with the fatigues of the night, were sound
asleep insid<- two minutes. Dawn brightened into full dav
and the sm climbed its steep appointed path until its posi-
tion .ounced to a woodman's practised eye the hour of

nocn. Yet the three sleepers had not stirred once. Just
then a ray of sunlight penetrating from above fell full on
I'rancjois' face. The brightness roused his sluggish senses
and he sat up for an instant, preparatory to turning over
for further rest after giving a glance about to see if all was
well. As he did so, he gave an involuntary cry of alarm
as he beheld standing immovable before him some ten
paces off the sinewy figure of Winnatoka, while squatting
on their haunches near by with their own guns balanced
on their knees were three of his dusky companions.



CHAPTER Vll

WHEREIN FRANCOIS TURNS A TRICK AND ANOTHER

DANGER IS AVOIDED

Francois' fervid ejaculation had that in it that penetrated

the consciousness of tlie other two, wlio instantly sat bolt

upright, feeling instinctively tor their guns, which were

gone. In an instant their eyes, although heavy with sleep,

told them that they were again capti'/es. Francois, in

addition, realized how the present calamity had come about.

The redskins had separated into two bands, three swimming
across the river and ascending the east bank, while the

others had continued up the western shore. They had
counted on the youths bivouacing for the day, and it was

thus only a matter of time and careful search of the forest

as they went before one party or the other was bound to

come up with them. Francois was sorry that they had not

risked the chance of being seen and pushed on by daylight,

or else had gone a league or more away from the river for

their resting place ; but regrets were useless. What was
now necessary for them to do was to face their new dangers

with as great fortitude as possible.

Winnatoka, when he saw that the boys were awake,

advanced a few steps and addressed them gravely :

" Why did Little Hunter and his friends leave us so

suddenly last night ? In their haste they carried away the

canoes and guns of Winnatoka and the other chiefs. Per-

haps they forgot whose they were. But that is nothing,

they have been found and it wiU noi happen again. Rise,

my friends, and follow me, you must be hungry after your

long sleep."
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Although his manner was friendly and his words fair vetthe boys rauld detect a quiet sarcasm in his tone, and from
his eyes there^ot now and then a gleam of hatred that

fhi hf'Ivr ^ "^"^
*^^f;,

y^'^y °^^y^^ his command
while the other savages feU in noiselessly behind themOn emerging from their place of conceahnent, they found
the remaining redskin of the band busily engaged in making
a^fire, a task m which he had just succeeded, and beheld thi
three canoes which they had so carefully hidden, drawnup on the shore. These preparations indicated that the
savages had no intention of proceeding at once upon their
journey. This condition of affairs and the looks of mingled
exultation and hatred which the Indians threw upon their
helpless pnsoners filled Francois with intense anxiety
After eatmg, at a sign from Winnatoka, the boys' ankles
were once more bound, but their arms were left free Four
of the redskins lay down and were soon asleep The fifth
remained awake to watch. In order to guard against his
succumbing to fatigue in spite of himself, he remained
standing, gun m hand, some ten yards distant alert to
catch every sound and detect any movement of the
captives.

The 'oys were thus unable to communicate with one
another by ordmary means. Francois was, however, not
to be baulked by circumstances ; but by alternately openmg
and closing the forefinger of one hand, held so as to be
concealed from the sight of the sentry, he utilized the sien
language which they had learned in the early days of their
Brotherhood " two years previously. By this means he

was able to outhne a plan that had occurred to him in the
"'- ,w°\*

despair that had settled down upon them allWe have small chance of escape," he signed " Thevmean niiscliief this time. There is no need of all perishing
If the chance arrives and our ankles are freed for a moment
Pierre and I will each embrace the nearest redskin and
wrestle with him. This will engage two of them and cause
a momentary confusion. Jean must sei?e this moment tomake a dash for libert)'. If this is after dark, he can get a
few seconds start and slip into the river and by floatmg
with the current and swimming have a good chance of
escaping. Pierre and I will do what we can. If v/e die
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and Jean manages to reach Quebec, your father will not be
utterly bereaved."

Jean replied with an emphatic " No !
" repeated several

times.

Pierre joined in urging him to carry out this plan, but the
younger brother was just as decided in his refusal.

" Say no more," he signalled. " I will not sneak off and
leave you to your fate. If we cannot all escape, I shall stay
and share it with you." As if to end the discussion, he then
turned over on his side, with his back to the others, and lay
motiorJess, feigning sleep.

The afternoon shadows lengthened and the sun sank
slowly out of sight behind the forest. The boys watched
the dying light, be.ieving in their hearts that this was their
last sunset. As the twilight gradually advanced, the sleep-
mg forms about the fire stin^d, awoke, and moved about
the camp. When it was finally dark, Winnatoka stretched
himself lazily before the comfortable blaze once more after
giving the others an inaudible command. In obedience,
two of the Indians approached Jean and Pierre and dragged
them to neighbouring trees, where thev were securely
bound. Francois, however, was treated differently. The
fastenings about his ankles were loosened so that he could
take steps about six inches in length. He was then bidden to
follow one of the savages to the canoes, which he proceeded
to unload, handing his prisoner the various articles to carry
to the fireside. Francois undertook this menial task
cheerfully, all the while revolving in his mind an idea that
suddenly occurred to him. The work was of necessity donem a leisurely fashion because of his hobbling gait, while
considerable time was consumed, for the distance from the
water's edge to the fire was some sixty yards and up quite
a declivity. He would thus have been able, unobserved,
to hide a knife or similar small weapon about his person
had he laid his hands upon one ; but the opportunity of
thus arming himself was lacking, as his task-master took
charge of all the small articles himself.

VVhen this work was done, he was allowed to sit down
beside the fire and hold himself in readiness for further
labours. The savages, after laying the firearms and powder
to one side, proceeded to feast upon the eatables before
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them. The two brothers were neglected, but occasional
bits of food were thrown to Fran9ois, who ate them sub-
missively, his desire being to avoid stirring up the slumber-
ing animosity of his captors.

Finally, when the substantial meal had disappeared, hewas ordered to bnng up a small keg of brandy similar to the
one produced the previous evening, which had been hidden
beneath the other stores in the bow of the large canoe.Une of the redskms accompanied him reluctantly and stood
a dozen paces off while Francois got the desired beverage
from Its hidmg place. It must have been tightly wedgld
m, for he spent some time leaning over the canoe in his
search. This delay cost him the ill-will of his companion,who advanced toward him with an angry word and amenacing Mr. He was met by a sunny smile, however,
as the boy finally arose from his stooping posture with the
prize clasped tightly in one arm. This smile did not
entu^ely die away from his features after the return to the
group that unpatiently awaited his arrival. His services
being no longer m demand, he was led to a tree and securedm the same manner as his companions had been. As he
passed Pierre, the latter was astonished at seeing him wink
his left eye m the most cheerful manner.
The captives being thus secured, the Indians, each witha smaU gourd m his hand, gathered about the keg, which

^f Ji filf'j
^^'^^'^ ^y Winnatoka. The goufds were

quickly Wed and as quickly emptied. The first draught
finished, the gourds were refilled and the contents sipredmore slowly. In a few moments the first effects of thehquor were seen. The savages lost their taciturn frame
01 mmd and conversed freely with one another, throwingmany malevolent glances in the direction of the prisonersIh^ were evidently discussing plans for their disposal

Ihe gourds were now emptied a second time. Beforemore of the beverage was imbibed, three of the Indians

^^\^^fPf'f^"*?,*''^
^°'^^^- returning in a few momentswth armfuls of dead leaves and dry underbush, which were

fhP hl^"«/^if K^u°*
"'"'' •^^P"^'^- '^^ =«=«on froze

the blood of the brothers with te ror; the most horrible

Fr'Sr^/c ul^-V^f•
^y .^niing-was to be their fate.

I'ran9ois, although his smile had died away, did :not seem
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at all dismayed, but watched the actions of the savages

with secret exultation, as he saw the time they were
consuming in gathering the wood. The three returned for

a second load and yet a third. This was deemed sufficient

for their purpose and they then rejoined their companions
for another dram or two.

The boys were now breathless with suspense, knowing
that it was only a matter of a few minutes before the brands
would be applied and the last scene of the savage orgy

begun. They had not long to wait, for Winnatoka, who
had been greedily gulping down the brandy while these

arrangements were being made, arose unsteadily and
seizing a pine branch held it in the fire until it was well

ablaze. He then started with a lurching gait in the

direction of Jean, his face distorted by a look of devilish

hate, a look made all the more visible and repulsive by the

glare of the now brightly burning torch. Jean was unable

to gaze upon his approach unmoved but gave a fearful

cry of terror as he involuntarily struggled to free himself,

and closed his eyes. He opened them again the next
instant and was surprised to behold his enemy stop, drop
the firebrand, then stagger and sink drowsily to tiie ground
before him. As he fell, his body lay across the blazing

brand, the fire from which quickly reached his skin, burning

him terribly. He moaned and made a slight convulsive

movement as though to draw away from the source of pain,

but his muscles quickly relaxed and he settled down upon
the flame as though unconscious of its heat.

One of the braves, seeing this accident, gave a feeble

shout, and slowly and with much effort gained his feet,

but pitched immediately forward into the midst of the

camp fire and lay immobile as a log of wood, while the

tongues of flame licked his form in a fierce embrace. Of the

remainder, two fell back unconscious, while the third, after

making one weak effort to pull his comrade from the fire,

sank down with a groan, and lay still like the rest, breathing
slowly as one in a deep sliunber.

When this occurred Fran9ois gave a shout of triumph.
'

I knew it would happen," he called to his companions.
" I drugged their brandy. Cheer up, mes amis, the coast

is now clear, if we can only get loose. They are good for

w

I
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hJds. Mn^tcf"pfetl''""'"^^ '" ,"y^^ '° '^- their

anything. FriwhL'.P""""''"'* *° accomplish
the' group sSndingSrbS\Ti; h\«"

''^'=' '°

careless in fastening 4n wal "ble L^^.h1 '"" ^ ""''^

length of vine whi!h bJ4 h^ds beh'^^r.r'/^^so that its friction aeainsttho k!
"^''s behind the tree,

wear it through He^sSeH^'n 7'^^'^, " ^ ^^"'^ t™«

I

precious. ThereisnoteUinthn^;™,^ "^^ *"™ "^

alongside, a hole cut in^ei^ botfA,^^ ^ Tl ^'°''^^^

aUowed to sink Th^ lJ„
"o^oms, and they were

thendisappeS^dinlhedfe^fT-^'^v, "^ ""'''P^'^
recent perU silent save f^ ,^1 'i

^a^">g the scene of their

of the sWs a^*dTh?ilty hoofo?row^^^^^m a distant tree top overCw vi?tK S^-"^^ "^^^ sat

deserted camp
ovenookmg with blmking eyes the

iMo needleo dJJefISd L7,'?'? "''.'^ "' ™"

S'dr'"punrr£lr**s;pSi.'s;t.?
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or more. May Heaven bless you !
' With these words he

slipped a tiny parchment packet into my hand which I
carefully stowed away in my waterproof belt and promptly
forgot all about. It suddenly recalled itself to my mind
when I was ordered to bring the brandy from the canoe.
I managed to get it out, remove the plug in the keg, and
empty its contents into the liquor while leaning over and
pretending to search for the stuff."

^

" Bravo !
" cried Pierre, as his friend ceased his narration.

" It was a clever idea, cleverly done."
" How like Uncle Ormesson to endeavour to provide

against our needs !
" murmured Jean thoughtfully. " Al-

though separated from us by many leagues, his kindly
efforts have succeeded. I will warrant his thoughts held
us and our safety in mind to-night. I believe he loves us
as much as though he were really our father."
The boys hurried on until dawn, then, not fearing pursuit,

knowing that the brains of their recent captors would still

be befuddled with the powerful drug, they landed, hid their
canoe, and seeking a place of concealment sought a few
hours' rest. They awoke about noon, refreshed but hungry.
They were dismayed to find that in the hurry of their
departure the previous night they had brought little or
no provisions. After eating what they were able to find
in the canoe, it was determined to spend the remainder of
the day in restocking their larder.

Fearing lest the sound of firearms might bring down
upon them any straggling band of redskins that were still

watching the river, they plunged into the forest and made
their way westward. After a couple of hours' progress,
they deemed it safe to use their guns. Accordingly Jean
knocked over a couple of rabbits, which he carelessly
crowded into his pockets to get them out of the way.
Other game was lacking, and they were compelled to go
further than they had originally intended. They finally
came to a small stream sdong whose bank innumerable
tracks showed that it was a favourite drinking place for
deer and other wild animals. Posting themselves in a
sheltered position, they waited for the arrival of some
thirsty inhabitant of the woods. They had not tarried
long before a crackling was heard in the underbush across
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more looking o„*„d%o"irthat 'S'L?^°T^"'-
O"'^'^

down to the'gratincation of h s thi T^^e"™^"'^''by one of the hidden lads caused him 1? • u""^
'"*''*

alarm. Francois motilnerTl^Te Ite rt'^'V".

Fran^ois'^bullft, howevr;ls toot r fn v' ""."t^'sank down with a plainti^^e moan ^ ^°' '""' ""'^ ^^

track"^-
""'' ''''*'" '"^"^ F'-^?°i^- "they are on our

Despite their best endeavours the bovs realized h„ iu
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hensively and looking backward, saw a multitude of fiery

eyeballs like fireflies darting about among the distant trees.

A clearing was reached and crossed and the party halted
a moment on the edge of the forest on its farther side.

The pack, with true cowardly instinct, hesitated to enter
the open but stopped and gave vent to their feelings by
hoarse cries. The boys could see their dark forms skirting
the trees and counted over twenty. This was a formidable
number, for although they could kill some of them, yet the
fierce beasts were liable to make a rush in a body before
they could reload, an event that would he highly disastrous
to their hope of being able to continue their journey.

Gradually the skulking forms gathered courage and began
a stealthy advance into the open place. By degrees they
separated, forming a crescent-shaped compact body that
continually spread in both directions. The river was less
than a league away : but should they turn their backs
and attempt to make a dash for it, the merciless pack would
be upon them pell-mell and pull them down before they
had gone a hundred yards. Francois bethought himself
of the deer meat that had already cost them so much
labour. He undid the package and tossed a piece toward the
pack. Instantly they were upon it in a confused, snarling,
fighting mass. Another piece fell in their midst with like
results. The boys hoped that this supply would take the
edge off their voracious appetites. Vain was this trust,
for after the last piece had disappeared, the wild creatures
stood with panting breasts and lolling tongues eager for
more. In fact, the meat just devoured seemed to stimulate
their courage, for the next advance toward their three
victims, although slow, was steady.
The lads, each with his back against a tree, stood with

gun primed, ready for the final onslaught. Already had
the pack increased its pace ; already was the sound of their
breathing audible—when suddenly a crashing was heard
in the woods at the right, and a magnificent buck broke
from cover and with leaps augmented by fear started across
the clearing. Instantly the wo ves scented new and less
dangerous game. So with one united snarl they sprang
upon the deer, who in his terror had run into the very
middle of the pack. Surprised he was, but; pot fai^t-
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'^totA^T:;^^l!^J;^^^f^y ripped one
another of his foes was tossed witrS"' u'"*

^"« head
yards awav ; but insStenf h

''"'^'"g ««> the ground ten
of his enemies wU,00 firelt ?hi?' '"'^^f'^

'^' """^er
flank and left, from beneath aI5 Lv'!,''"^ ^Y" °" "Sht

Jfrerined-K to Z S^. •'PPearance of the
the fray. Fn.ncois was thp firf. ;

^ '""'' «Pe«ators of
aertness. ^^•ondeng what had been T^"'-'^'^

'"«"'=''
of the be >st's terror helooUH .n. TJ^^ ""Pn^' "use
had come.- As he gazed rntenUvhretb^' "'""? ^''^"'=« ^e
from the depths and stood on the ed«o"??hI°T'

^"''^'^

moment surveying the scenp tI ^ ,*, ^learmg a
their naked bodief and made fJl 7'"""''ght fell u^n
word of warning ^"^n2n^"^ /'"""• "^^ith a low
direction, Fran^ofs urged £scLn"'^ " S"'*"''^ '" 'heir
for their destination frusLT^b"'""' *° '/"* =' °"=e
to cover any sound tbpi?^^^. "^^ "°'*^ of the wolves
later they had"™ Ve'dThe^CTuS r'^" ^" '^°-
were busily eneaped in =V V- ' f""ched their canoe and
taction of itsTrSv shadow^^ >k"^ 't ^^ore in the pro
afternoon's ha d Zl 5°t the n,"°'^'"S *? '^°^ '°r^the

e.per.„ce and the tlo^-^b^b^LTtr/tuSd^^Sf



CHAPTKR VIII

DESCRIBES HOW A PURPOSE WAS ACCOMPLISHED AND
AN INPLEASANT PREDICAMENT MET

When a league or two had been passed by vigorous
though noiseless paddling, the.three boys began to breathe
more easily.

"Phew! but that was a narrow escape," finally ex-
claimed Pierre in a whisper. "The wolves would have
been on us in another moment. Ugh ! I can hear their
snarls and the clicking of their jaws and see their eyes all
ablaze, even now."

" A few seconds longer," replied Francois in an under-
tone, and we should have had to use our guns That
would ha\ f brought a fiercer enemy about our ears thanany pack of wolves."
"We certainly owe a debt of gratitude to the buck

lor coming when he did," chimed in the youngest of the
party. " For my part, the next time I am about to shoot
a deer, I shall remember his service and refuse to pull thp
trigger. In that way our obligation will be canceUed '

The other two smiled at Jeans childish thought but said
nothing, although they felt in secret sympathy with it
Conversation soon ceased, each one busied with his own
thoughts. When dawn came they breakfasted on the few
crumbs they had left and, after a plunge in the river
decided to proceed boldly by daylight, as they all felt a
strong desire to put a long distance between themselves
and the scene of the past night. It was arranged that two
should paddle and allow the third to sleep. In this way
they would be making continuous progress day and night

fa d'*'°"
^^"'"^ ^''"'"^ '"*° '^^"^^'' ^^ " protracted

£
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At noon they went on shore, quickly cooked the two
rabbits and hastened to get afloat again, waiting until
then before they satisfied their hunger. The next day the

v

landed again and, leaving Jean on guard, the other two
stole into the forest. As luck would have it. they soon
came upon a deer, which was brought down by Francois'
steady aim. A plentiful supply of meat was thus secured
and a humed retreat made without molestation. Some
hours later a low, cleared point of land was chosen on which
a fire was built and a quantity of food cooked in safety
sufficient to last them for two days.
Thus they sped onward in their course, without mishap

or annoyance. The country- through which they passc'l
gave no signs of havmg ever felt the hand of man, white or
red. It w'as indeed a primeval wUdemess. An unbroken
forest Imed the nver on each side, silent in the day save for
the cracklmg of twigs beneath the feet of timid deer sur-
pnsed while in the act of drinking by the noiseless approach
of the canoe, and after dark a strange, weird shadow from
whose depths there arose the sound of night birds and the

^7a E™";'"'^ beasts of prey, hungry and in search of
food. By day a land of sunshine and peace ; by night a
region of mystery and one of pain and conflict inong its
four-footed mhabitants.
No trace of savages was seen, although all three were

alert to discover some sign of the enemy. Emboldened
by this state of affairs, they landed one day and concealing
their canoe behind the branches of an overarching tree
proceeded to stretch their legs, cramped from si long

*,^^^^^.°v.'
"'"'"S'" one position. The relief was so grate-

ful that they lay down upon the ground to rest for several
hours, although not daring to sleep. They were thus

Innn^T/v "'''? Jean's quick ear caught an unusual

rZ.t;Hf
his gesture all became silent. The noise was

repeated from the direction of the river
; it was the low

uTw ™liT^%° K^'^''i"'u'=°"^"^'"e-
The boys stretched

low, peered out through the screening branches and behelda canoe passing. In it were three Indians. They were
hasteiung on unconscious of observation, their rnuscles
standing out beautifully as they paddled, while they ex-Changed an occasional word without interfering with their

"-4



AN UNPLEASANT PREDICAMKNT 67

fhTthe ri^" U^l"
**"

?'"T!
'""^ "Khte. in complexionthan he rest WhUe passing he unconsciously turned hishead toward the shore and the three hid.len pairs of eyes

,ft / r" '"?'' *' •"* '^'^- ^-^ '" ' ""• ''nd the canoe wUh

^nTJ
Then, drawing a long I „ ath, they looked at oneanother and exclaimed in unison

j u 11 one

" Tlie Rat I

"

•H„"^Jt m'
?"«>" trail- <x,h,imed Pierre excitedly.He probably followed on, rypeJ,. ,„ at . ,ii,t..nce anil

Ff r r«"» 1,
*
^^f if

''^'f "P '^^" ""' jMnions on the wa,-.
Jf I mistake not, the one m tiont «a Uinu.itoka Hisburns were not severe enough cvidcntlv to p^oent hisdoingagoodday's work with Ihcpiuldlf"
"To think that he has got the start of us .

" wailed
^"5 "'P'',"'-

l**"^
^"' ^ "" f"^''

'
f when ^^'e find

macWnacI
•''" " "' °"'^ •^"^"'* "- 6" *« »"<=hUi

or"iI^^,T***T ^ r;H*M?'' ^^ '" Soing after the lurs nowor s makmg for Michilimackinac also," was Francois'
level-headed answer. " He may have some end in v.ewm fnghtemng the trappers with tales of the perils ,•„ tenZgthe passage of the Ottawa. We must hast^ after givtafhim a good start and try to reach the island as soon afpossible after he does. Perhaps we shall pass him to r^^-^

o" It;ip fire.^'
""^^ '^'P ^ ^'"^'P '"""^ °"' '- -y -g-

A further wait of two hours ensued, then they proceeded

Tr^f^Rj'Vl''' '''''' '^' '""'y '^"^ no m'orc traces
01 Ihe Kat and his companions on the way. J'inallvthe long portage at the headwaters of the Ottawa was madein safety and they exchanged the confines of the rive7 forthe broad expanse of Lake Huron. They skirted the sho es

fir off fkf ''r''^ "J r'?^ '^' several^days untU finaU;tar off like a tmy dark cloud, they beheld the island ofMichUimackmac The sight stirred them to rented
k[, ' ^, ^^'•y °"^ afternoon they drew near to thepebbly beach and landed.

'"^

"The Fairy Isle," as the Indians called it, was thewesternmost post of New France. Its importance wa^

'2'^

:^i

*«fe
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J,Ttent"offir^'^
^ ™"?P^"^ ?^ '"'"^'"^ '" command of a com-petent officer was always kept there. A place of beautv itwas, unexcelled in all this wilderness, wFthTts brTgh" sunabove It, the flashing blue of its surrounding waters ardhe distant view of land m all directions ha"f\wden amid.he purple haze of the horizon. But it was not^or^ts

«i V 'ki ? '5 '™"' "" military point of view, that it wjso highly prized. It was for its sitaation Here at Th^meeting po,„t al„,ost of three great lakes was a convenientgathering place for dealings with the Indian tribes of a vasregion a country that France was slowly and fitfuHy trvW
h°rdv hunters"""- .h"°"

''°^^'^ ^^''^ LrrJjX^Zhardy hunters, on their way to the settlements with heir

wTheSen's^t T C-f^^'^ting at tLr^nMnlorce the> then set off on the long purnev lust made hvthe three boys. A month late in starting this vear becauseof the reported Indian ambuscades alon/ffe Ottawaa larger number than usual were collected, Liingcarous:mg, fretting at the delay, hoping for somrfLurableev«it to happen that would enable them to start on thS
On the heights stood the little fort with its strontrstockade, the home of the lonesome soldiers Beneath "ava collection of Indian In, is, housing repretntadves o ^

iod" of th'"' v?'''
'""^^ ^'''''' '° '-"^r skins for hegood, of the white man, especially brandy. Along hebeach vvere a row of canoes drawn high up, belonring tothe waiung coureurs-de-bois. Beneath them theirTwners.lept, save a few who had taken the trouble to erect frariletent, or huts of bark. Some two hundred of these lawkssmen in idleness were sufficient to keep the place in an unroar, so much so that vigorous complaints\'tre annualfvmade bv the few priests who in their missionary z™abraved the dangers and hardships of the wilderness andest.-bl.shed a mission for the Indians. These compkimshowever, had passed unheeded. It was into th? sort nfa communit3- that the boys found the.nselves castTheir arrival uas greeted with -.ocifercus applause fromUie crowd, and .hey were straightway assailed by a hundredquestions m one breath. Waving them aside with a good
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humoured deprecating gesture, Francois asked that thevbe conducted to the Commandant of the Fort This r7quest was acceded to by the coureurs-de%cT;..hrZ'ed

piocession marched the boys up to the Fort all ti,o t;t,„
smging a spirited chanscK On Lending ihe hf f^found the Commandant, aroused by ?he approaching noke"^at the gaeway of the stockade. He was a weuZu'
maKtr """ T"^ '"'^'^ ^ ^°'dier, one bomt com:

c™nti'o?^hrrJh''"'"* ^"^'7 f°^ ^^ ^«'k of keeping

tTon o7the :JaSl'"
"^""'^ ""'^ '' ""'^^ ^"^''"l-t pop'ula'

Hn,n^!"'
""^ 1°°^ fellows," he exclaimed in a rough vetk ndly one as his eyes fell upon the lads in the fronTof thecrovvd, " whom have we here and what is their busies! ?"

re^l^d :

^' '"''''"' ""'^ ^'"^^' ^'=t'"g - spo^ZL.

frnl^T°"*!'
'" ^H ^'"S's service, and bearers of a letter

Zt^lT"^'^-}^' '^""f" ^"'^ ^'^'^•^ of which have ?uSail armed expedition of soldiers back. I would belkvethe word _of three white men against that of three redsS
A muffled cheer arose which quickly died aw-iv ^< fh„crowd saw the Commandant ope'n the'^letter Se^n 'oread When he iimshed, he smiled.

^
tenanl Viger ilfn^

*'''"^^* ^ =^°"^' ^^^^^ «n«s from I-ieu-tenant Viger and your own testimony pro' : it to my satis-
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I^IIa u ^'"* '?'*'-°S ^^ ""'^ '"t'J the farthest spectator
could hear him distinctly he cried :

" The way iT clear
tnes amis, and safe and waiting for you "

. 4^!"*™.*, °f f"* greeted these words and the couteurs-

f ;u 1*^"' :^*'*"'S to hear more, rushed pell-meUdown the hill to the beach again

thfn?i"^^<.l" "lu'**^*'*'"
^'°'" t'^^ Commandant to spendthe night withm the Fort, the boys repaired to the water'sedge once more to look after their can^and its contents

oi^h.'ZTl^'''"T: T''^^^ *° ^l^"^ t^^''- appreciation
of the news brought by the young scouts placed the
finest tent on the beach at their dis^sal and fnsSed on

f=f>f^®,f i^^* '" ^^^'' ^'"'°'«-- The boys, accustomed
as they had been to rough fare during the pa^t few weekswere glad to avail themselves of this opportunity to tastewell-cooked food once more. Their heSths were d unkon all sides and when they left the festi\.e throng to seek
rest and seclusion m their tent it was with a friendly cheerfrom a hundred throats ringing in their ears.

^
f.ti^f ? 1""° ^T>xiety. coupled with their naturalfatigue caused them to faU asleep early. Their tent wS
s. uated some distance from the revellers, the noise of whosepUification reached their ears but faintly. Finally elen

^'Jt ^f^A
"" '^^ "is*'* ^"'^ ''" and%ilence broodedover the island save for the sentry's call at the Fort and theoccasional yelp of a sleepy cur in the Indian village

frr„^T
P"'^ '"^^ o'clock when a dark human form emerged

tPn?.l ,
general obscurity and crept catlike toward the

fi!^l °. ^'"'!5^
*^u ''"fP'"e ><'"t*'^- As it drew near, thefigure dropped on hands and knees and crawled cautiously

enl^n. °f°l°' ^'?.\ ^' ^i°PP^'l *° M^'^° « order to de^termine if it could hear the sounds of all three sleepersHaving made sure of this, it went to one side mid v^^h asharp kmfe made a sht in the tent wall large enoj toadmit a human arm. Again did the figure listen undl itwas satisfied that one of the sleepers was close at handReachingm through the hole as far as possible, the would-beassassm stabbed viciously with the kr!ife a number of thnesm various directions. A cry arose from the interiorS
m^i^.n^ '%

^'^^'l-^T
his arm and steal awavv^4 amalignant smile on his face.

'

mm^m^iM':!
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The cry came from Jean's lips. During his sleep he had
tossed about and finally rolled to the outer edge of the pile
of boughs that constituted his bed. Just as th.'; nurderous
hand was about to descend upon him he stirred and gave
one more roll that landed him on the ground with a bump.
He awakened immediately in alarm, dimly conscious of the
noise made by the knife as it was plunged among the boughs
where he had been lying. This sound together with his
sudden fall made him realize that something unusual had
happened and elicited from him the cry that had given
so much joy to the figure outside the tent. Francois and
Pierre were of course aroused, and after a word of ex-
planation from Jean rushed into the ojien air. Although
they listened carefully and made a thorough search of the
near neighbourhood, they found nothing to account for
Jean's fright. The remainder of the night Francois stayed
on watch, but nothing further of an alarming character
transpired.

When they arose in the morning, the slit above the spot
where Jean had been sleeping told the whole story.

" The Rat !
" exclaimed Pierre.

" Winnatoka I
" cried his brother.

" Either I
" commented Francois.

The next day was spent by the coureurs-de-bois in pre-
parmg for the journey which was to be began on the follow-
mg morning at daybreak. The boys whiled away the
forenoon wandering about the Indian village in hopes of
seemg one or the other of their redskin enemies but without
success. Finally, after their midday meal they set out to
explore for themselves the beauties of the island. To-
gether they strolled over its surface, now plunging through
dense thickets, now coming ouL upon a pebbly beach.
All game had long ago been exterminated, so the single gun
which they had brought along, out of mere habit, was of
no use. The glimpses caught every little while of the
sparkling water and the cloudless sky were so beautiful
that they could not repress many and varied ejaculations
of admiration.

r. Ha zing gradually skirted the shore in their walk, they
found themselves at the further side of the island, ilere
one of those curious works that Nature sometimes leaves
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behind for man s wonder attracted their attention. From
Z^TJ t ^r'^'^'^

^''' ^^""^ '^' «dge of the cliff on whTchthey stood there arose a column of rock some twelve feetsquare at the top, on which stood a solitary pinelS andt,a,ght but dead, its life worn out with yea?s o st7ugg"em ts exposed position with the elements or perhaussmitten with the forked stroke of the lightnL^ TWscolumn of stone stood separated from the maiXnd by adistance of twenty feet. i3elow were jagged rocks on one
K"^fu

:^'?''\°" *'^<= °*«^ "« shaUow wfve= of the lakebathed Its base. By some lucky chance aIrefhad faUenfrom the cliff, its further end resting on the top of the rocky

slTek^or^S^ ''' '"''' ^' '"'''^' ^ '^'^'^^

One at a time the boys with youthful daring passed overand stretched themselves out with their back!Est thestricken pine, giving themselves up to a period of rest andcontemp ation. Far off the hazy shores of ?he maWandwere visible, while the eye foUowing the winding nfth
coast could barely catch a glimpsl ofthT foKd h^encircmg stockade. The wind had died down unTil nota ripple stirred the glassy surface of the lake ^theh: feetA soil ary cloud, fleecy and slow saUing, obtruded itselfagamst he wide, blue expanse of the heavens Behkdthem in the woods not a bird note was heard. Silence^dpeace pervaded everythmg.

ouence ana

This quiet state of nature exerted its influence over thelads as they looked with dreamy eyes upon the scene before them. No word was spoken f no movement madeas m fancy their thoughts flew abroad throu^m the wwldThey were so bound by the spell of the time and the placethat ihey did not hear a light footfall on the edge of thewoods nor see a crafty, swarthy face peer cautiouslv on?rom the shade With noiseless step itsTwnTr aZoached^he fragile bridge as though to cross and creep upon theboys miawares, but instead he stopped, and crouchingdown, .seized the end of the prostrate tree at his feet andvvith a mighty muscu'ar exertion moved it a few inchesAnother tug and the whole trunk fell crnshinrintn tto
depths below. The noise brought allfhrcc to'.hd °feetand they turned m tmie to catch a glimpse of ' The Rat

'

ism^m^^^mmmr^^^-y^^^^^si^^k
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disappearing among the trees. Francois angrily lifted

his gun to his shoulder, but Pierre laid a restraining hand
upon his arm :

" No," he said firmly, " although he is our enemy, he is

also related to Jean and me. I would not have his life

taken except in self-defence."

The elder lad scowled a second, then his face cleared and
he laughed :

" Here's a fine fix to be in ! None of us can jump twenty
feet to safety and we are likelv to stay here without food
or drink until rescued. I doubt, though, with all the con-
fusion of the departure of the courcurs-de-bois, whether we
are missed at all."

Jean's face fell as he surveyed the gulf between them
and the cliff.

" The fleet will start off without us," he groaned, " and
I did so want their company."
The sun by this time was fast disappearing behind the

trees on the cliff. Franc^ois' brow clouded.
" This is not the most comfortable place in which to

spend the night. One would hardly dare to sleep for fear
he might roll off." Tlien he added with forced gaiety as he
peered over the edge : "I fear if one did he would get a
harder bump than Jean received last night."

All three now took counsel as to the means best suited
to rescue themselves from their predicament, but without
avail. The rock was too high and precipitous for them
to descend without a rope. The intervening gap could
not be leaped. At length Jean looked upward with a
smile as he said :

" We have nothing to do but to grow wings and fly."
His glance heavenward finally rested on the tree, their
sole companion on the rock. His eyes kindled as he ex-
claimed, " I have it ! We must chop this pine down
and make it fall in the right direction. Then we will have
a bridge like there was before."

Pierre sniffed disdainfully at the suggestion.
"I suppose you have a couple of axes and a saw or two

in your pocket to do the work with," was his reply.
" No," answered Jean, " but Francois there has an

Indian hatchet in his belt."
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Francois hastily produced the weapon

I wTf'T'"' ' "u^
exclaimed. " I had forgotten this

he wished the tree to fall, he begai chipping awaj the w«,dAfter working some time and making slow progressWtook his place and was relieved in tu?n by jLTn TwStfell and small results hud been obtained. Afte; dark thevcontmued their labour, although more slowly and workingby sense of touch rather than by sight. AU through hf

befaLStaZ' 1 'T< ^^^P^
'"'>' when theTatcf 'e

ol the forest monarch towering above them. Tlie firstgleams of day found them still busy. The hours sped onThe sun came up from the watery east and found them

tW^fc'!i'"'""y- ^' '^t '^ -^"^g '^reaklSd hemthat the end was near. Mournfully the tree groaned asIts vrtals were thus persistently attacked. Its topmo^branches quivered as though in pain. Finally theXblow was strucK and Francois sprang back to safety aswith a mighty crash the giant fell.*^ Hi! judgment had been

Ti±"J" '* '^y P^'^t^. ^tiU quivering ifTts last agony

%lT^ " ^'*\'* ^""^g^- P'erre insisted that he be

over « ^f."?v^'-^' ^r '''' «f ''' ^"-ength. He passedover « ^fety. Then Jean followed, and Francois came

tt,!f'''l""'-'i°
^^^ ^""^ "'«y obtained a view of the lakethat showed Its suri^ce dotted with the tiny boats of thecoureurs-de-b<ns alr««iy started on th«r long journey

«nH'-^"^«B"L"T.-^r5



CHAPTER IX

CONCERNS A LOST POWDER BARREL

The first thing the boys did on reaching the beach was to
look for their canoe. It was gone. During the excitement
of embarking, some one among the coureurs-de-bois had
quietly appropriate' it, or, what was more likely, their

redskin enemies had made off with it, hoping by so doing
to delay their plans. The guns and ammunition they
found jntact in the place where they had left them. Jean
was visibly cast down at their new misfortune. Pierre,

however, although his eyes flashed, remained calm.
" We must see the Commandant at once. He will

surely help us," he said.

Accordingly they climbed the hill to the Fort and pre-
sented themselves before that astonished official, who had
supposed, of course, that they had left with the fleet.

Pierre briefly related their last night's experience on the
rock, touched upon some of the adventures they had had
upon the way, and ended by requesting in the light of their

recent services that they be provided with the means of

making their return trip.

The Commandant listened to the recital with good-
humoured interest.

" Ma joi I " he exclaimed with animation. " You are
indeed beset by a crafty enemy. If I ever catch ' The
Rat ' at Michilimackinac again, I shall remember the trials

he has caused you and shall order him hanged to the nearest
tree for crows to peck at and as a warning to all evildoers.
Your request is a reasonable one. Surely the Colony owes
you anything it can afford to pay for making it possible

fr iT»f^«f?r T.3"TJ!»^-^
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for the fleet to reach Montreal in safety r f~, o™ a
obhgations to you for beinc the m«2'„* 'J?^' ^ ""*^^'"

'o.J^^'"^^Sirf".^-
»-"*

yS",S'°J.'"K"»>' •" '
" "Id Jean In admiralion

haveCT^ZTtoSa^S >" "^ 'i"«»* »'»»«

The few days of rest had n^f tt"''"®
""^^^ °* *^* '^'^^-

SIX hours' start, it was dpririT-T »„ I ^^'^ ^"""^»i^i. ..was aeaded, however, that it would
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be better for their purpose if they lagged behind. By so
doing ' The Rat ' would be kept in ignorance of their quick
deliverance from the predicament in which he had left

them and would thus rid them of the necessity of contending
any further with him, at least for a time. Accordingly,
after the first spurt, they settled down to more leisurely
strokes.

The weather was propitious for their journey. The light
breeze blew cool and invigorating about them, tempered
in some measure by the rays of the spring sun that brought
in its increased '.warmth promise of summer days to come.
The surface of the lake, but slightly ruffled by the wind, gave
little resistance to their rapid progress. The world seemed
at pace around them ; no sign of smoke or human habi-
tation was visible to landward, while their sole companions
on the wide expanse of waters were the gulls that wheeled
in ever-varying circles above their heads or skimmed the
surface of the lake with watchful eye, darting downward
now and then, to rise again with screams of triumph and
much flapping of strong wings as they bore off a hapless
fish to be devoured at leisure on the distant shore. The
island of Michilimackinac receded gradually from their
sight until at length it disappeared in a blue haze behind
them.

Toward dusk they drew near shore and landed, bolaly
building a camp fire to relieve the chill that came from the
lake after the sun went down. The conversation naturally
touched upon their present errand, its dangers and the
difficulties that were likely to be met.

" I, for one, do not think we shall have much trouble in
locating our treasure," observed Pierre, " provided ' The
Rat ' and his cutthroat crew do not arrive at the spot too
long ahead of us."

Francois thought for a moment before replying, as he
drew the copy of the mysterious drawing from his damp-
proof belt and spread it out before the fire.

" The key to the location of the store of skins lies in this
long, narrow island shown here," he explained, as the
bro'hers crowded close to study the chart. " I observed
very carefully on|our journey up the Ottawa, and nowhere
did I see an island of this shape, long and narrow. This
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to raiter the enemy's ( jimtry and expose ourselves to many
hidden dangers. In the first place, if wc press on at once
after the fur fleet we are sure to run across ' The Rat '

and Winnatoka, who will probably lag behind the rest and
keep a good watch out for us. Mv advice would be to fool
them by delaying our advance and thus keep them guessine
as to onr whereabouts and plans."

-^ o e

" But won't that give them time to find the fura and make
ott wjtn them ? queried Jean anxiously."
," P" .l*^

consideration I think not," the elder boy re-
phed. Undoubtedly ' The Rat ' knows the identical
spot where they are hidden, and can go to it at any time
I shouldn t be surprised if he was the one that assisted inhidmg them m the beginning. Perhaps he it was that drew
the mysterious plan for his father. If my idea is correct
that It was he that stole the original parchment sheet he
did It, not that he might be able to find the skins, but in
order that we should be without any clue to their hiding
place. Of course, he may suspect that we have a copy
because of our presence in this region, but he does not know
that we have it.

" I see your scheme," exclaimed Pierre. " You want to
mystify them as to where we are and what we are doint;
and while they are trying to find us we will give them the
slip, get the skins, and be off with them before they realize

" Exactly," answered Fran(;ois. " They will never go
near the place until they know what we are up to I
believe our best move is to ascend the first tributary of the
Ottawa we come to some twenty or thirty leagues, and keep
out of the way for three or four days. Then on our return
vve can travel cautiously, and thus have a good chance of
eluding them."

_

" I believe you are right, "chimed in Jean enthusiastically
Uy doing thus we may never see them, or, what is better

they may never see us."
" Another advantage of my plan." continued Francois
IS that we can employ our time very advantagecuslv

dunng these few days in getting a good supply of meat
ready. \ou can see for youi selves that our stock of pro-
visions is low and will not last long. When once we enter
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dangerous territory we shall be unable to do any hunting,
for the discharge of one gun might spoil all our schemes.
Then, too, the matter of time wUl be very important and
we could not stop to cook our food if we had it. We shall
be able thus to get plenty of deer meat and smoke it before
we start on the next stage of our journey."
The matter being decided the boys proceeded leisurely

down the Ottawa until they came to the mouth of the first
good-sized stream emptying its waters into that river.
They entered this branch and went up its course for a full
score of leagues.

On reaching a favourable spot they went ashore. Here
they met with a great misfortune. While unloading their
canoes Pierre unluckily dropped overboard the small keg
of powder which the Commandant had included in his
gift of stores. The three instantly stripped and dived near
the spot where it had disappeared in the vain hope of re-
covering this valuable asset. The current, however, was
both deep and strong, and after an hour's hard work they
gave up the task greatly chagrined at the loss. An ex-
amination was then made of their powder horns, each of
which was found to be half full. Bullets they had in plenty,
but the most of them would now be tiseless.

After a night's rest the keen edge of their disappointment
was dulled, and they faced the situation bravely.

" We must make every shot tell," was Jean's only
conunent.

The canoes were carefully hidden, and taking all the
remaining provisions with them they entered the forest and,
turning their back on the river, struck out vigorously for
the interior. Here another surprise awaited them. The
country which they entered, one they expected to find
plentifully supplied with game, seemed destitute of every
living thing. No tracks or other evidences of recent
occupation by wild animals were visible. Not a bird even
fluttered or sang in the branches overhead. All day long
they wearily tramped without resting through an apparently
deserted region. At night they discussed the strange
situation but found no solution. The next morning they
resumed their march with like results. Late in the
afternoon they halted while Francois climbed a tree in the
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hope of discovering signs of some near-by lake or water-
course. He immediately descended in great excitement.
" Quickly !

" he said in a low voice. " Follow me into a
hiding place."

Near at hand there stood a clump of lirs and evergreens
about which had grown a dense mass ol underbrush, form-
ing a fairly serviceable screen. The three entered carefully,

and throwing themselves flat on the ground waited anxiously
for what was about to happen. Three minutes had not
elapsed before they heard the sound of breaking twigs, and
on peering out discreetly between the leaves they beheld
a band of some twenty Indians pass not a dozen paces
away. The savages did not suspect their presence, and
strode along with almost noiseless tread and were soon
lost to sight.

" That was a lucky climb of mine," muttered Francois
under his breath. " If it had not been for that we should
have been prisoners this very minute."
The two brothers took long breaths of relief before

asking Francois what he thought of the matter.
" They are evidently a hunting party," was his answer,

" and are not on the warpath, for you noticed they had no
war-paint on. Their luck has been the same as ours
judging from their empty shoulders." Then, after a
moment of thoughtful silence he added :

" Although
they have no game they have something else that we need,
and that is powder. They have covered a long distance
to-day, I think, for they walked as though they were
thoroughly tired. Do you stay here until my return.
Make no noise and do not worry about me for I may not
get back until morning."

" What are you going to do ? " asked Jejui in alarm.
" Follow them and, when they are asleep, relieve them

of some of their ammunition. They wiU sleep soundly
after their day's tramp, and thus make my task a com-
paratively easy one."
Both of his companions begged him not to go but he was

unmovable in his determination. " Something must be
done," was his reply, as he prepared to leave. " It would
be a pity for us to be hampered in our movements for the
want of a little powder."

i I
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A moment later he glided fortL, unarmed save for his
hunting knife, and started after the redskins. Their trail
was easy to follow and he made rapid progress. As the sun
sank he slowed his pace and proceeded more carefully.
Finally the odour of burning wood reached his nostrils,
and he knew that he was not far from their encampment.
He secreted himself until after dark, and then gradually
worked his way in the direction from which the smell pro-
ceeded. S'.owly and cautio<isly he advanced on all-foms
without a sound until he caught sight of the camp fire,
around which he could distinguish the seated forms of the
savages. He judged that after their tiresome march they
would seek rest early. This proved to be the case, for after
a little he saw the redskins stretch themselves out with
their feet to the fire and compose themselves for the night.
The party evidently had no fear of enemies, for no sentry
was stationed to keep watch, the only precautionary
measure taken being the covering of the fire with ashes so
that only a mild glow was suffused about the open space
where they lay.

Frangois waited a full hour after the camp had quieted
down before venturing any further. Inch by inch he
moved, nearer and nearer, softly and silently, like a cat
making its noiseless approach toward an unsuspecting
prey. Filially he entered the sleeping circle and raised
himself into a standing posture so a." to get as good a view
of the scene as the subdued light from the fire would ptonit.
All about him lay the sleeping forms of the savages separated
from one another by a distance of not much over a yard.
Francois, after a rapid glance around him, knelt down
beside the nearest redskin. This individual had wrapped
himself so tightly in his blanket as to defy even Francois'
deft fingers, so he was obliged to pass him by in favour of
his neighbour. This Indian, of gigantic stature, lay in an
easy attitude only partly covered by his blanket. On
Ufting this, Francois discovered the owner's gun and powder
horn lying close by his side. This latter he quietly ap-
propriated and directed his attention to the next brave,
who lay quietly sleeping, curled up, without any covering
whatever, on the springy carpet of pine needles that littered
the ground. His powder horn was within easy reach.
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and in an instant changed ownership. The next half-
dozen forms that Frani;ois examined were all so tightly
rolled up in their blankets that he dared not disturb them.
By this time he had traversed the sleeping circle half-way.
A third horn had just been secured when, bv the faint
light that grew momentarily dimmer, the lad was surprised
to see one of the Indians on the opposite side of the fire sit

up and look sleepily about him. Quick as a flash Francois
dropped noiselessly to the ground and took his place
between two of the recumbent forms. The awakened
savage arose slowly and going to the fire replenished it,

and, after glancing about the camp to see that all was well,
resumed his bed. Francois waited until he thought the
redskin was again asleep, when he prepared to arise and
take his departure, having secured all the powder he thought
necessary. Before he could move a muscle, however,
he was horrified at seeing the Indian next to him stir un-
easily and awaken. Francois lay still, breathing regularly
and keeping a sharp eye upon his neighbour, his hand
clasped tightly about the handle of his hunting knife ready
to spring up and use this weapon if .covered, hoping in
the general confusion to be able to i. -Ke his escape.
The savage sat up, blinked at the fire a moment, then cast

a cautious look about him. Fran(;ois' heart gave a jump
as the redskin's eyes rested an instant upon him. Sleep
and the glare of the fire, however, blinded his vision, and
with a satisfied grunt he lay down again, this time with his
back to his watchful neighbour, and soon his deep breathing
announced his return to the land of dreams. After waiting
a full half-hour longer Francois arose and slowly and care-
fully made his retreat. When he had put a half-league
of distance between himself and the camp, he quickened
his pace and pushed boldly on toward the point where he
had left the other two boys. When he had reached the
supposed vicinity of their hiding-place he gave the cry of a
loon, and was rejoiced to hear an answering call. In a few
minutes he had joined the rest.

" Come !
" he said cheerily. " I have been successful.

Let us not delay but get as far away from the enemy as
possible before dawn."
The others followed obedit;>.tly and the three silently
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threaded the dark woods at a rapid pace. At daybreak
they stopped beside a tiny spring to rest and refresh them-
selves. The powder horns were examined and found to
be nearly full. Encouraged by this increase in their supply
of ammunition they proceeded on their journey with a
sharp outlook for any signs of the much-desired game.
The path they followed was not identical with that

traversed the. day before, but was in the same general
direction. As trie hours passed they experienced the same
disappointment as formerly—not a single living thing was
visible. When they halted at noon to eat sparingly of their
slender store of provisions all three realized that they
were face to face with a very seuous situation.

" This will never do !
" exclaimed Francois, after a few

moments of silence. " We are covering too small a terri-
tory by keeping all together. I propose that we now
separate—but not so far that we cannot hear each other's
signals—and proceed as before. By so doing we stand
a better chance of success. If a gunshot is heard from any
one of us, the other two must 1 urry in his direction so as
to aid in killing the game in case he is unsuccessful."

This advice was foUowed and the march was resumed
the boys bemg separated from one another by a distance
of a couple of hundred yards. No difference at first re-
sulted from this change of plan. After proceeding for a
couple of hours, however, Pierre met with a great surprise
He suddenly came to a small open space in the forest
the ground of which was covered with a beautiful green
turf. As he entered the clearing he beheld a magnificent
elk standing a short distance off quietly feeding on the
nch, soft grass. The noble animal scented his approach
for It immediately left off eating and, raising its head'
smffed the air suspiciously. As it did so Pierre could
not repress an involuntary exclamation of admiration at
Its large size and the beautiful huge antlers that it moved
restlessly through the air. At the same instant that Pierre
raised his gun the elk caught sight of him, and giving a snort
of alarm prepared to run away. But the lad was too quick
for him, and, after taking a hasty a'm, fired at the nearest
shoulder. The shot was not fatal, but served with the pain it
inflicted to mfuriate the beast, which turned qr hjs human
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enemy with a bellow of rage. Pierre knew tUat sometimes
when wounded, an elk would show fight and prove an ugly
customer to deal with. He therefore hastened to reload.
The animal, as though guessing his intention, started with
lowered head and a cry, halfway between a growl and a
bellow, and ran rapidly in the young hunter's direction.
Pierre realized that the distance was too short to give him
tune to prepare for another shot so he took to his heels
hopmg to get behind some thicket where the elk could not
readily follow him. He would probably have gained his
object had he not had the misfortune to slip and, losing his
balance, fall prone upon the ground. He knew his peril
for he heard the sharp thud upon the turf of the hoofs of

I the maddened beast as he rushed upon him. He vainly
struggled to regain his footing in time but failed. He was
already up on one knee when the wild, angry eyes seemed
only a few feet away and the murderous-looking antlers
almost touched him. His heart faUed him as he realized
that he was at the wounded brute's mercy, and closed his
eyes expecting to be gored to death and trampled upon the
next mstant.
Suddenly a voice rang out clear and strong, the vo'ce of

his brother Jean, "Play dead!" Then there flashed
through his mmd the recoUection 01 having heard some-
"''ife that many wild animals will not molest a dead man,
and that some hunters had escaped with their lives when
defenceless by simulating death. He accordingly fcU back
»

.
the ground mctionless and lay there limp and without

breathing. The next second seemed to him an eternity.
He knew that Jean would come to his rescue if the beast's
attack could be delayed ever so little. As it was the elk
stopped suddenly as he saw the seemingly lifeless figure
btretched out before him. Then his hot steaming miuzle
touched the boy's face as he proceeded to investigate his
prostrate enemy's condition. Pierre held his breath and
lay stiU, with closed eyes, straining his ears to hear the
njst sounds of approaching aid. A snapping of a dry
stick was heard, then the report of a gun fired near at hand,
tte opened his eyes only to see the huge animal, whose
enormous bulk towered above him, falling down without
a moan with a buUet in his heart, while Jean sped anxiously
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toward him. He was saved I Pierre quickly sprang to
his feet, and the two brothers embraced each other affection-
ately. At the samt moment a crashing sound was heard and
Francois broke from the woods into the open space on the
run. He imderstood the situation at a glance. Going
up to Pierre, he asked with alarm : "Are you hurt ?

"

Then seeing that his friend was uninjured lie turned to
Jean and gave him a resounding slap on the shoulder.
" Well done, mon ami I " he cried admiringly. " That
was a perfect shot. There's not a lour'tr-de-bois in all

New France that could have done better."
Little time was Ic. t, however, in unnecessary words,

and they wei«. all three soon busy—Jean making a fire
while the others quickly cut off a steak, which was promptly
cooked. After a hearty meal they spent the lest of the
afternoon in cutting more meat into strip, and letting them
hang in the smoke of the fire. By morning a plentiful
supply of food was thus ready for them. They then re-
sumed their route toward the place where they had left
the canoes, and by mid-afternoon were once more afloat.
The next day they enterid the w-*ers of the Ottawa.



CHAPTER X

DEVOTED TO A GAME OF HIDE AND SEEK

Their first camp was fireless, as the cautious Francois
deemed ; prudent to display no signals that would attract
two-tooted prowlers. The first morning after ihis was
done the two brothers awoke to find themselves alone.
By the time breakfarl was ready Francois appeared.
Although he said nothmg, his companions detected a look
of concern iu his face that he tried in vain -o hide. Upon
being ask. the cause of his anxiety he replied :

" Nothing that I can put a finger on. I somehow scent
danger in the air, but afte.- exploring this vicinity for the
past hour, I can find no evidence of it in any direction.
We must be on our guard, however, as we are getting near
the enemy's country."
That night a watch was kept but nothing of an alarming

nature occurred. Again did Francois disappear before
breakfast, only to return m a short time. He beckoned
to the two brothen,, and leadiiig them to a thicket of
underbrush that protected their camp on one side, showed
thera a tree the moss on which had been recently rubbed
at about the height f a man's shoulder, and also a number
oi tiny broken branches so arranged as to leave a small
open space through which an enemy might overlook their
encampment. The hoys stared at one another.

" I can't see (hat that means cnvthing," said Pierre
bravely. " Any mimal could have lAt these signs."

Francois shook his head in dissent.
" The animal tiiat has been here has c red skin, wal cs on

two legs and has itn fingers. We are followed and watched."
Their foo<i was eaten in silence. The discovery just made
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arose from among the underbush that l-^trayed the success
of the young lad's hasty shot.
The two brothers wer awakened by the sound of firearms

•md seemg their companion seeking shelter, hastily seized
their own guns and posted thetn Kcs behind trees ready
for any further attack. None i a.iie, however. A muffled
groan and the sound of snapping twigs proceeded from the
directionof the enemy, then all was still. After some
moments' delay, Franmis motioned to his companions to
remam where they wi ., while he glided from tree to tree
in a circuitous direction and disappeared in the forest.
The boys waited patiently for a full quarter-of-an-hour,
then heard the familiar signal of their friend, the cry of a
loon, and a moment later beheld him step boIeUy into the
open space of the camp and hr kon to them. They
promptly emerged from their pla of concealment and
joined him with wondering eyes. He told them briefly
what had occurred and led them to the spot where the
savage had stood.

" I am sorry this thing has happened," he said .-iously
because I undoubtedly killed him. No man c Id lose

the amount of blood you see scattered about on the leaves,
and live. His friends evidently took him away for burial.
This IS the first Indian I have ever slain," he added with a
slight shudder, " but it was either his life or mine, a fair
nght, and favour to neither side. This event will further
increase our dangers, for now it means war to the death on
the part of

' The Rat ' and Winnatoka. It must have been
their companion whom I hit, for his features were strange
to me. Before this, their efforts were mainly directed

^^n"^*
""'" Setting the skins. Now the mc'ive of revenge

will be added. From this hour we must double our pre-
cautions. We have a crafty enemy to deal with. To
succeed we must prove ourselves more crafty than he."
With sobered, thoughtful faces, the three retraced their

steps and hastily loaded the canoes, casting many a furtive
glance at the surrounding forest meanwhile, and embarked
on their journey without stopping to eat their breakfast.
It was not until their eager paddles had urged the.n some
leagues on the way and the bright sun and the peaceful
aspect of nature had had their effect on their youthful

I
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minds, that their naturally bright and courageous dis-
positions asserted themselves once more.
"Pshaw!" exclaimed boastful Pierre, as he gave a

VICIOUS downthrust with his paddle, " who's afraid i We
have outwitted them before and we shaD do so again

"

Even Jean shared in his brother's feeling as he replied
with a defiant toss of the head :

J'.^%^^^ three to their two now. If we cannot check
thfiir villamy we deserve to lose the furs and our scalps

Frangois was more reserved in speech as he swept his
canoe close to lus companions.

" We shall succeed if we observe three tuings."

„ ^^* ^'^ *h^y ' " cried the brothers with interest.

Tu u?j .
'^ caution. The second is more caution

Ihe thu-d IS more caution stUl," and with a laugh he shot
ahead, and looking over his shoulder challenged the two
brothers to a race toward the next bend in the river, which
was promptly accepted.
That night no landing was made, Pierre and Jean taking

turns m getting what sleep they could, while Francos
remained at his post of leader, a little in advance of the
rest. The mght was clear with a neariv full moon to
brighten the surface of the river and cast deep shadows
along its edge, where the travellers laid their course.
1hey hoped by thus proceeding without stopping that they
would put a long distance between themselves and their
pursuers. The moonlight showed them their mistake,
lor restmg from their labours and allowing themselves to
drift, they chanced to gaze back along the sUvfry track of
the stream. As they did so, far away in the distance they
descned a canoe with two occupants shoot round a point
of land at full speed. The enemy were hot upon their traU.
Ihis sight spurred on their lagging speed untU day dawned
the mommg of the eleventh day since leaving Michili-
mackmac. In the middle of the forenoon they came to
the mouth of a stream on the left. The two brothers were
surprised to see Francois make for shore at this point
but followed his example without hesitation. When they
had landed they found the spot admirably adapted for
concealment.
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" I believe this is the stream we are seeking," explained
Francois, as they carefully hid their canoes. " My idea

is to lie in wait for the enemy at this point. If they pass
by, then this is not the place. Should I be right, however,
we shall see them turn up the tributary, thinking that

we know the place of concealment as well as they. We
have some three or four hours' start of them, so two of us
can afford to take a little rest."

Pierre was accordingly posted to watch while the other
two stretched themselves out and straightway fell asleep.

It seemed to them that they had scarcely closed their eyes
when they felt Pierre's hand on their shoulders and heard
his voice whispering

:

" Here '.hey come."
The three boys, screened from observation, peered out

upon the river. A few moments passed and they beheld
the canoe of their foes approaching. It came so close to

shore that the hidden watchers could recognize the faces

of ' The Rat ' and Winnatoka as they passed. When op-
posite the tributary stream, the canoe swerved sharply
and entered at fuU speed the swollen water-course. When
they had disappeared Francois laughed quietly to himself.

" You see I was right. This is the river we are looking
for. The next thing to do is to outwit those cunning
rascals." After a few moments' thought his mind was
made up. " Come !

" he exclaimed, " out with the canoes.
We will follow them."
While engaged in getting off, he explained his plan.

" They will have a good half-hours' start. They wiU
probably land somewhere near the spot we are seeking
and look aroimd for us. Not finding any traces of our
whereabouts, they will watch the river. We will come
along in uncertain fashion as though looking for the place,
will pass on above it and shortly return descending to the
Ottawa again. We will then hurry up that river a couple
of leagues, hide our canoe, and steal across the inter-

vening strip of land. The redskins on seeing ik pass down
the stream will conclude that we caimot find the landing
place we are after and have given up, either to go home or
to search some other tributaiy. They will then follow us
£md descend the Ottawa for some distance before discover-



92 THE KING'S SCOUTS

najow island, just such an one as app/areTuj^^nS
where those rogues have l^ded^'-

*''"' *•>"' '^ *^^ P'^^«

movSlk?addefJe"^^
'"''"^'^* "^ -^^<=^g ««^ -ery

wnniHTi* "^*A,.*he Shore." warned Francois. " Thev
TmWh ^/

"°*''"'^ ''^"^^ t**^ t° take a pop at us ror^ambush If we came too close. By huggW the weste™edge, we are practicaUy out of gunshot " ^ ™
There were no signs of the enemy anywhere The

slvl^nr'J^"^
bnghtened the wilderness, silem^d deserted

turned ^aiL^^i^z^rx °^rr.'^^^^-'^-
again without^^ofhSy frl^^^hfenemT 'Cn

as th^Twn P?'^'^^* '"^'^^ the waters fairly boil

Thic t • ^°f ^^^"^ *°^"<i the little stream's mouth
li al^l ffteT a

/''^ *"'""'' "P '''' O"^-^ i«^t"ad of

c.^n:i , X * ^e^Sue or more had been traversed a

i WdSn" Th^^« ""/°""'^ ^"^ *he canorcie-
ch^?^M ^ .3^^^ **°''^* ^<1 ammunition were auicklv

SKe^i^ ^'^^^ ^--^^ ^-^^ started^eXtd^



CHAPTER XI

IN WHICH THE MYSTERIOUS RECORD GIVES
UP ITS SECRET

An hour's tramp through the woods brought them to thewestern shore of the tributary stream at a point oppositethe island Here they halted and threw down their burfenswhere a fine view was had without danger of betraying
their own position. They spent some time on the watch
before anything occurred, and Jean expressed the fear thatthe Indians had left their place of conceahnent while theywere engaged m their land journey. Pierre, too. leaned
toward this belief and advocated their bold advance across

it.XoktSar•^^^ '"" "' ^™^- ^^-^-' ^-
" A false move now might wreck all our plans We

""^ ^^'* '"i*"' ^e know the whereabouts of the enemy "
The wisdom of this course was shown in a few moments.

While the boys scanned the island steadily, a canoe shotout suddenly from some hidden spot into mid stream Itheld two occupants, who hastily paddled away to thesouthwM-d m the direction originally taken by the three
lads and was soon lost to sight. After waiting so lone
without seeing the boys return, the savages were evidently

tt^ZT\^^^''^7 ^^^ eone for good and accordingly

^^\a ^Ju^ "? ^°^ P'^"™*- P'e"'« generously ack-nowledged his mistake.
-^

"You were right, as usual, Francpois." he said. " Yourhead is worth both of ours."
The older boy smiled good-naturedly.

-„ K^®-
^^°-^

'l*^
^^""^^^ ^°e* t° "leal with must learn tocurb his unpulses, otherwise he may easily come to rief



94 THE KING'S SCOUTS

However, now is the moment for action. We must lose
no tune, for those rascals will be back inside of twentv-
four hours." '

So saying, he led the others to a point a half-league
h^her up the stream where a convenient ford was located.
1 hey waded across with the water up to their waists, carry-
ing their loads to a place of safety on the opposite shore
Here a fire was lighted and their clothes dried, while a
quantity of venison was cooked so that they would not have
to bother about the question of food very soon, but could
devote all their tmie and energies to the task before them
fran^ois spread out the mysterious chart once more and
all _three attempted to decipher its meaning.

The spot where we are no;.'," explained Francois
putting his forefinger upon the map, " is on the shore of
this little bay that is clear of trees save those four tall
pines yonder."

" And these marks starting from the nearest tree and
passmg toward the right of the map loo': like Indian foot-
prints, for they are all pigeon-toed tracks," interrupted
Jean eagerly.

'^

*.,"
Yes/* replied Francois, " and there are just fifteen of

them. They lead to these two round objects which I

Mow""
^^^ ^^^ ^^°"^* referred to in the inscription

"We are getting along finely," exclaimed Pierre wim
enthusiasm " Let us go and see where these strange
tracks will lead us."

°

All three repaired to the nearest of the four lone pines
and Pierre, starting with his back against its trunk, pro-
ceeded to take manly strides in the direction indicated.
Jean and Frangois followed him, keeping careful count of
his steps. His course led them directly toward the forestMuch to theur surprise they found this to consist only of
two rows of evergreens, and when these were passed a
large open space appeared, screened from the river by the
trees and extending northward toward the line of distant
hills with scarcely a shrub to intercept the view

Eleven—twelve—thirteen—fourteen—fifteen," counted
Pierre and then stopped. " And here are the two stones.

"

These stones proved to be the tops of huge boulders
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would mean thail^ru^ * ? ^^^ ^^'*^'^ standing-

on theSZ^ Ji^r- l,"^°aS'i,'l'^,."ft
•'»l4

stood to the manner <le.to.tS " ' To ,?."''fl C' "^
. dnoctlon, bnt where laCrfany ,Z'bt S°If.

."""

.tirtSStv^S- 5;£? »".ff^o ..oW

fr-Se-^er^fr-^HF''—^^^^

!i"^s'»su'td-Ffl*^^^^^
an ani^ar gap verv dW.rlf* l*"^"*

^^^""^ appeared

mightTasay^Te cJedfnot h P ' ''' '""^ ""^'^^^
Jean's gest^fn^instan" ^'^^"'^ comprehendei

the Sp ^^^''''^1 ShTh' ^T^*"
-^^-^ *° '-k at

S-tcfeSSB^^"=eS.S^
thr=?w^a^tK-^^^^^^ -e fi.t pan o.

mean7byVhSrffr^„^'" 1^^^ P-^e, "is what is

a^»KS^:^^-^-J^totrapp^^
words.""

"'*'"* ^^^^°i^' I^-w cleared on Jfearing these
"How stupid!" he exclainaed. " The Indians some-
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times speak n theu bow being at the half string when the

arrow is drawn back halfway. In other words, it means

an arrow shot with one half the usual force."

"
If we only had a bow and arrow, you could stand on

the stones, aim at the notch and wHh a half shot end all

our perplexities," exclaimed Jean regretfully.

Pierre looked at his brother in scorn.

" And where did you suppose we were going to find a

bow and arrow in this wilderness ? Did you think yonder

hawk would drop them at our feet, oi did "ou expect

Winnatoka to return and obligingly lend us his ?
"

The others laughed at the absurdity of this speech.

" We do not need to have a real bow and arrow to go

ahead with our discoveries," resumed Francois encourag-

ingly.
" We can estimate roughly the distance meant.

Let me see—a grown Indian in a full bowshot would

probably cover a distance of two hundred paces. A half

string would mean about half that number. Let us try

So saying he began at the rocks and paced slowly in the

direction of the notch. When one hundred steps had been

counted off he stopped, and putting a stick in the ground

for a marker, sat down map in hand to study its hidden

meaning fui cher.

" On the full twelve right end,' " he read m a puzzled

tone and looked at the other two for help.

" The full moon," suggested Piene.
" And twelve must mean the hour of midnight, added

Francois.

The two brothers gave a cheer at the success so far

obtained in deciphering the hidden message.
" But what has the full moon got to do with this ?

Pierre asked impatiently.

Francois was silent a moment as he trit.l to thmk of

some possible explanation.
" The furs are probably buried somewhere near this

spot," he murmured aloud. " These words are a clue to

the discovery of their exact location. It would be most

natural to give two direction lines at right angles to each

other at whose intersection we would find the desired

treasure. We have evidently one of these lines now,
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repty"''
"'^^'''^ ^^ ''"^^t*°»- F"n90is hastened to

drawing

"

^^ ^''^^ correspond exactly to the

Francois nodded.
^

had tst%farD'^d't^\'^''?.P^^TS' ^« ^-'d, ' we
night comes." ^ ^"«^* ^^'^ ^"'^^'^ ^^^n mid-

Jean emh!Sa!Sr ''"'^ ' ""' *""^'^*'" ''^'^''^^^

^

So am I," added Pierre
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dusk. No sound of night prowling beasts came to their

ears. All was still save for a melancholy owl in the distant

woods that startled now and then even their accustomed

ears with his raucous tones. The twilight fast faded into

night, while thousands of stars like so many spying eyes

peeped down inquiringly at them. As they watched the

east, a glow soon came that spread, and suddenly the

bright edge of the moon appeared above the neighbouring

woods, increasing in size momentarily until at last it sailed

upward majestically like a silver ship in a sea of darkest

blue, flooding the scene with its soft light. Tlie boys

watched this slow transformation of the face of nature with

interest not uiunixed with awe.

At length the silence was broken by Jean, who spoke

in a voice whose tone was t;nged with home-sickness

:

" To think that this same moon is looking down to-night

on Quebec and watching what father and Uncle Ormesson

are doing as well as keeping an eye on us. I wonder what

they are about this evening."
" Counting the days until we return and wondering what

has really happened to us. They have learned by this time

of the failure of the expedition in opening a way for the

fur fleet and are correspondingly depressed," was Pierre's

comment. " Their mourning and that of all Quebec will

be turned into joy in a few days when the tidings reach

them of the arrival of the coureurs-de-bois at Montreal."
" The news will not affect them much, I fear," added

Francois.
" Is our successful arrival with the los. skins then of

such overwhelming importance ? " queried Jean with

concern. " Of course, I know it would mean a large in-

crease in their business returns
"

" It denotes much more than that," quietly interrupted

Francois. " It means that their financial credit will be

saved, if we accomplish what we are after. If not—then

ruin for both of them. You evidently have been kept

in ignorance of the condition of their affairs. I learned

all about it from a reliable source just before leaving

Quebec. I have said nothing about the matter hereto-

fore, because I did not want you to have any unnecessarj'

yvorry ; but ijow I thijik it only right that you should be
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the clutches of old WPoucard l^^^^ ^^^'^ '^'^ '"'°

sr«ir4si;L't;;rail3

™ could 1,„.i feSy tai STft'lh
""»*'"

commands of our superior offirpr fL rl * ""'^«'" the

t:Va^haust^.d eveJ^ssibSr t c^S^T^^^^ hi^ord
"^

Of course you are right," exclaimed Pierre, half
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ashamed of his former words. " My mind was so filled

with thoughts of our father and uncle fretting their lives

out over impending disasters, that I confess I had no room

left for anything else. The necessity of our success is

great, thciefore we must succeed. If we should fail, I,

for one, will never go back tu face them."
" And leave them to bear the burden of poverty alone ?

"

exclaimed Jean, thoroughly out of patience with his

brother's pettishness. " For shame, Pierre ! You would

do nothing of the kind. We would return to share their

evil days with them."
" Of course both of you would," spoke up Francois, to

relieve Pierre of his embarrassment, " onl>' I do not believe

there wUl be any necessity for our entering Quebec except

in triumph. We are three against two ; we shall succeed.

I will do the best I can, that much is certain. You re-

member the terms of our brotherhood : that the danger

or necessity lor one of us becomes the same for all, and

calls for our united best endeavour."

Silence followed this serious and spirited conversation,

the c vo brothers musing upon what they had just learned.

Francois wrestling with problems that he knew they must

l:;ce in the near future. The moon climbed steadily in its

appointed path, the stars marched, a brilliant phalanx,

in their slow procession, thus marking for observant eyes

the passage of time. Still the three human figures remained

motionless, unconscious of their surroundings.

At length Frangois looked up and noting the changed

position of the constellations announced to his comrades

that the hour of midnight was near. They all arose

eagerly and approached the tree. Sure enough there lay

a long black shadow cast by the right-hand limb pointing

plainly the direction for them to take. Proceeding along

this Une, they came to the point of its intersection with the

first one laid out. Tliis was marked. Desirous of not

losing any precious time, the lads determined to take

advantage of the brilliant moonlight instead of waiting for

morning. Not having any tools with which to dig, they

proceeded to fashion some. This was accomplished by

cutting several sharp-pointed stakes with their hatchet.

Two of them proceeded to attack the ground with these
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rude implements, which reaulttf! in loosening or harrowing
the surfaci' of the soil over an area some twelve feet iquare.
The third follov\ed after with a rude paddle he had made,
which he used to shovel th" loose earth t.> one side. An
hour was thus spent and ti„y had gone down ahout a foot
when they strucVc against a hard substance which, when
cleared off, proved to be a row of saplings laid close together
and Dvering a space about three feet square. These were
tin ily dug up and thrown out, revealing a hole large
enmgh to admit the body of a full-grown man.
The three looked at one another in amazement. Tliis

was not what they had expected to find. Francois, bid-
ding the others rest, hastened to the river where, from a
favourable point he looked to see if there was any sign
of the retuminj, enemy. The moonlight shone so brightly
upon the water that o dark object the size of a canes would
have been visible a league away. Nothing of a siLspicious
nature coming within his range of vision, he returned to
his fiiends and reported that all was well. He then blew
upon the remaining coals of their dying fire, until he lighted
a pine stick, wh( rcupon he approached the hole and
thrusting the blazing torch down as far as possible peered
in. The hole was about six feet deep, but empty. Tlie
two brothers, who were gazing anxiously over his shoulder,
uttered low exclamations of disappointment. Francois
let the torch drop. It burned brightly where it fell and
revealed the fact that a subterranean passage of some sort
led off from the pitlike cavity they had unearthed and
which served really as a sort of vestibiile.

" A cave !
" exclaimed all three at this revelation.

The pine stick burned so brightly that they were not
afraid of the presence of any noxious gases, and began
immediately their preparations to descend into the
mysterious cavern. Before doing so they collected their
belongings, food, ammunition, etc., which they had brought
with them, besides cutting a plentiful supply of pine knots
for torches. All signs of their presence were obliterated
where this was possible, the remnant of their fire was
extinguished and the ashes scatt Dead leaves were
carefully distributed over the are. - :e the digging had
been done. The sapling stakes wtie laid alongside the



102 THE KING'S SCOUTS

hole so that the last one entering could replace them.We can t keep these devils from tracking us," muttered
fran^ois, as these preparations were completed, " but we
wiu make it as hard for them as possible."
So saying he motioned to Pierre who, torch in hand

dropped mto the opening. He was foUowed by Jean, and
Fran?ois with one lingering look about in all directions
jomed them after acjusting as liest he could the saplings
over the mysterious entrance. ^ "^



CHAPTER XI/

A SUBTERRANEAN CHAPTER IN WHICH AN ENEMV
IS VANQUISHED

The entrance being thus closed, Francois took the lead,
torch in hand, and the three boys started upon their under-
ground exploring expedition. They advanced along a
narrow passage whose roof receded gradually from their
sight for some score of paces, when it suddenly expanded
into a large chamber whose floor was strewn with bits of
stone, while the top was lost in impenetrable shade. The
walls were white and glistened with moisture as the torch's
glow disseminated the gloom that unveloper* everything.
A short distance farther on and they cam. upon what
looked like an Immense Icicle of stone depending from the
roof. At the lower end was a drop of water which, as they
watched, fsll upon a corresponding mass of stone which
was built up from the floor. The water was so highly
charged with lime that when it evaporated It left a tiny
deposit of that substance behind, thus explaining the
gradual growth of the stony icicles wtdch some day were
destined to meet, coalesce, and form one of the many
limestone columns visible on all sides. After noting this
curious phenomenon and each had made a guess as to the
number of years that must elapse before the two parts
would unite, the party pushed resolutely on. As they
advanced, the number of these formations, known to
present-day science as stalactites and stalagmites, in-
creased. Suddenly a tiny rivulet of water was discovered
coming from nowhere in particular and disappearing in the
darkness ahead of them. Pierre knelt down and drank
heartily. He pronounced the water very cold and re-
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freshing, whereupon the other two foUowed his example.
the way soon began to grow more wearisome owing to

the fact that many stones, some of them boulders of huge
size, intercepted the path. These were sometimes so close
together that the boys could scarcely squeeze through
the mtervemng spaces. Occasionally the way was prac-
tically blocked. Then it was that the masses of rock were
scaled, the lads helpmg one another to scramble up anddown their slippery surfaces. Once as they proceeded,
they halted suddenly on a signal from Fran9ois, who
listened mtently n was a false alarm, however, no sound
oeing audible other than the solemn drip-drip of some ur-
seen water, and a peculiar squeaking and fluttering in the
repons above which proved to be alive with bats. The
light disturbed them and they flew about blind and un-
certain At one point Jean raised a howl of terror and
clapped his hands to his head. His comrades, alarmed at
his cry, came instantly to his relief. The torch revealed

fl^^fi.'^l °! ^f u^'^'^^''
fright-a bat in his benighted

flight had struck him on the head and, finding his hair a
soft resting place clung there tenaciously, despite all
efforts to remove hmi. A solution of the difficulty was at
last arrived at and Jean was released from such intimate
association with the little creature only by cutting the
locks of hair to which it clung.

^

A short distance beyond the place where this adventure
occurred the road branched. Here Frangois halted andannounced that it was time for food and rest, besides
the forking of their path necessitated another consultation

1}^ ""fP- ^^Fordmgly their loads were laid on one side,

W.I /h '''
W"^ ^"'^ ^ ^^'"^y "'^^l eaten, which wa^w^hed down by frequent draughts from the runnel of water

that still followed their course. A sense of fatigue, whichthey had not felt before owing to the excitement of the past
twenty-four hours, seized them, and postponing everything

trilr7i^Il"^^'^ ^^''r'^
th^'^ ^"^'ed up on the uneven

surface of the ground and were soon asleep
When Frangois awoke, he started up in alarm at theunaccustomed darkness that hemmed < hem in on all sides

After an instant 3 thought he remembered where they were.The fire he found reduced to a few glo^ving embers. After
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some difficulty a cheerful blaze was coaxed into existence

JPII?:
''' ^*"' ^'"""^""^ ''-^^-^- he shXTem

wi!''°'^^'"
^^ "'^^- "^^'<= must be up and doine

uS'bm with eT'
•^"'''==' "^ <=='" ^'^^P f- aweek if Je

lose timenS"'' °" "" '"" "^ ^^"""^ afford to

havw''st^PtV*i!!f/'"^'.^
'^''°^' f *^« grasp of slumber andnaving stretched and yawned themselves wide awakeKS '" ^*"'^"S '"^^ ""y^'--- chart"byVeXht

we"sSe^'2l'l^ '"w '''^'^Phfing the inscription whenwe started diggmg. Let us see if we cannot finish it now "

ofTper'"'"' " '' ""'""-^' ""^"'•^^'^ ^''^ pSus"ptce

the M S° ""'^^^^t^"^ that
' on the full ' really meantthe Ml moon as we guessed ; that ' twelve stood forrmdnight and 'right end ' the direction pointed out bv the

mented pZJ'''^'"' °' }''' ''S^'-"^'^ branch" ^om-

Do^ra the hole we found, into the cave," suggested lean

plam what two right, one left,' stands for
" ^

.J^anlVSd&V^^^^^^^^^^ ''-'-''

:ach^•|f£e^a^^t«^!--^.X?^

plan'"cau^hTth:'^''* '^J ^"1 ^''' g°*"g °^^' the whole

his mi^r ''°''^' ^ ^'^''"S'^t «^hed through

SQua^eT.i'^''^
'^*^^ '^"^^'^ ^°^" corner is another

" "vlv "ho^'dn?t tl T''"^ 'T^'"
''^ P°«t«d out eTgeriy

lines rannw'^"
t that mean the same hole and the snaky

Sd^^ P '°'" '* ''" *^" '°«'« t° he followed under^

' Ml
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" Down you go to the foot, youngster," he cried scorn-

fully. " Why don't you point out next some mark that

is intended to represent the boulder I am leaning against ?
"

Francois smiled quietly as he looked at Pierre.
" Nevertheless your brother is right," he said. " He

has done what neither of us could do, he has solved the

rest of the problem."
" Pooh ! I don't believe it," was the elder brother's

incredulous reply.
" See," continued Francois, " his idea explains the last

four words of the inscription ' two right, one left.' They
refer to the windings and turns of the cave. If we follow

this rude diagram, we see that the route branches twice.

The first turn to the right we must disregard, the second
we must follow, and then take the first to the left and we
shall arrive at our destination—the hiding place of the furs

marked by this heavy cross. It is all as plain as daylight

to one after hearing Jean's suggestion."

Pierre shook his head doubtfully, but prepared to follow

the others in testing the truth of their guess. They went
by the first passage leading to the right and kept straight

ahead. At the next forking of their road, they followed

the right. In a little while a small opening led off to the

left and brought them inside of five minutes to a large

chamber. Raising their torches aloft, they looked eagerly

about them. Close at hand they beheld a large pile of

pine knots and branches such as they had been burning.

This was luck, as their supply was beginning to run rather

low, although still sufficient to light them back to the

entrance.

Advancing to the farther end of the huge underground
room, they beheld a sight that brought an instantaneous

cheer from the Ups of all three. There packed and tied

carefully in bundles, safe and dry, lay the coveted skins.

Each bundle contained about twenty-five, making it a
convenient and light load for transportation. The boys
hurriedly examined the condition of the furs and found
them perfect. They next counted the bundles and
assured themselves that the five hundred skins were
all there, then, as if by a common signal, dropped their

guns and supplies and tossing the torches into a pile,
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^°Aff.r^.^.'^
^"^ ^^"""^ eleefuUy about the flames.After a few moments spent in this display of exuWantsp.nts. they calmed down and discussed thek next sSWe must not be too joyful," warned Francois '^forwe are not out of the woods yet by any means W^ havefound the prize, it is true, but we are tr^p^d like rafs luhis cave, with its narrow entrance, while outside blood-thirsty enemies are waiting by this time, if they haw notalready foUowed us underground " ^

This reference to Winnatoka and ' The Rat ' brousht

Wh'' "i^r^^y *° '^^ ^'°^' °f the two brorhers, for theyboth realized the truth of the words uttered. TheywSfor Fr^gois to suggest the best course for them to^XWe have located the furs," he went on, " and caneasUy come back for them. There are enough of them^make ,t necessary for us to take a half-dozeftrips a^ece

then to disturb them until we have found out whether thecoast IS clear and if not, just where the enemy may be M^ihow disposed, whether openly foUowing us o'^^tlSgour path. I would propose, therefore, that we leaveeveiythmg here except our guns and a few pi e L^swS
WeS fhl K

''^ ''"^ ^^ °»' "^^ how the land lies.We shaU then be governed as to future action by what welearn concemmg the en y."
'

st^A ^;^T^^
was inunediately adopted and the threestarted to retrace their steps. The way being famihar

SeTteb^SfcaT^ft ,^^"y '""'y rLhed'thaTpoSwnere the bamcade of boulders across their path was themost complete. They had just climbed over thfe otetrtic-

waLtn^j/'^^T' •!!?}* '^' '^^"ght the sound oHa^Sig

mceeded r^^^'- ^^7'^ "^ '^'^^^'^y ^^ey turraed andproceeded a few paces toward this sound. It was wellthat they took the precaution of holding a torchTartohght their path, for they suddenly startfd back as a hu^eopenmg yawned at their feet. The hole w^ a^eritaMechasm some twenty feet in diameter, the farther edge

Lv'Sn*"i^'
''^' "^ f *he cave. The boys p^mpl^

fi)w tZm LTP"'^.*^™^'^ P^^^ed into the deptl^oelow them, black as mght. whose gloom was but made

W
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deeper by the feeble light of their torches. A stream of
water was seen pouring its small volume into the depths
below that seemed incalculable. Francois let fall his
lighted pine knot in order to determine, if possible, how far
down the opening extended. It fell flaring, knocking
against the sides of the great pit, gradually growing fainter
and fainter until it finally disappeared.
The boys irose and stood still, staring in wonder at what

they had seen. They finally turned in silence and started
to continue their journey up a rather steeply-inclined
ascent. They had not taken a half-dozen steps when they
heard the sound of a great crashing and grinding coming
from the darkness in front of them. In a flash Franco-
had seized Jean by the arm and with a warning shout
" Quick ! follow me !

" partly led, partly dragged the
younger boy to one side, Pierre following closely. Scarcely
had he done so when a great boulder, round, and weighing
fully a ton, rushed by them, crossed the place where they
had been standing and disappeared down the chasm. As
it was, their escape was narrow, for the wind made by the
mass of stone in its headlong course fanned their cheeks
and caused the flame of their torches to waver unsteadily.

Francois grasped the situation instantly.
" Redskins !

" he exclaimed. " Get behind the row of
boulders we have just climbed. Throw your torches over
them ahead of you. I will stay and cover your retreat.

Be quick about it, for there is i d telling what wiU come next.

"

The two brothers did not hesitate, but taking ^ their
torches they ran back, tossed the lighted sticks beyond the
barrier and scrambled quickly over themselves. A few
seconds later Francois joined them. He was not an instant
too soon, for from the darkness ahead of them came a
dozen flashes, bullets whistled above their heads and the
reverberations of the discharges fiUed the cave with a
deafening roar. The boys lay panting on the groimd,
protected by the boulders and looked anxiously out through
the crevices between them, but could see nothing.

Frangois gave an exclamation of alarm.
" How foolish," he sjiid, in disgust at his own thought-

lessness, " to keep the lights here ! The enemy can easily

creep up without our seeing them."
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nn^L''"i''!'i^
seized the blazing pine knots and laid themon top of the largest mass of stone, thereby causing their

rin*. *„°f \f T" '^'.^°°' °' '^' ''^''^ f°r some disUnceTn
front of their barncade.

enoJh^"
'* ''^"^'''" ^® muttered, " but it is not bright

He then added to the pile all the remaining inflammable
material they had with them. This soon blazedTVend-
ing the shadows in retreat for some distance. As this
occurred, several dark figures lurking behind rocks and stone
pillars were seen to slink back into the darkness

hr^tu^^f^^^ ^""^t^^ ^y^ ^^"^ ^ opportunity to take
breath and discuss the situation.

ri- j c

''Fhew! What a close shave!" exclaimed Pierre

J.,!^ ?°* f''*^'^
'° *!'''<='''>'• F'---»n?o>s, that big rockwould have struck us standing near the edge of thi hole

oShe^h ^ *^''^'' "^^ '^" °^ "^ d°^ into the bowels

"
^i'^„>:°" ^"ti'^e the number of flashes when thev fired

havTbeenTwelt'^^"'
^"^"'"'^-

" ' ^™ ^"^ ^^-'^-^

"Yes," replied Francois grimly. " The cave in front ofusseems a^iye with Indians We haven't Winnatoka andThe Rat to deal with alone. They must have come
across a roving band of redskins and induced them to
join with them in their hunt for the furs and our scalpsThings look pretty bad now, I must confess. We shallbe lucky if we can save our own skins without considering
the furs However" he added in an encouraging tone^

against us^""
'P^""' ""t^^thstanding the odds

in "h'!!^- °"?u-
*° ^-^^ '^ ^^^^"^ ^°' ^ ^^ol« dozen savagesmjioldmg this position," said Pierre stoutly

^

What good will it do to hold it, that's the question "

r,^/-ffr'%
'J'^=°'"-^gi'ig 'eply- " All the enemy ha^e

I^d u-.i
^-'' ^'^ ™t attack us, is to sit on their haunches

US and libert|.^°°"® '*"^' "" °''*- '^^^^ ^'^ ''"*^^^"

" Never mind," put in Jean bravely, although his voice

vhv m.t H^' Ta'-
" '''"'" ^''^" "^"^ l^^lP-d us before!why may He not do so again .' Let us hope He will. If
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not, then we can at least die game as befits true soldiers
of France."

These spirited woids sent a thrill of hope through the
other two. With a sudden motion, three hands were out-
stretched in the darkness and met three others that clasped
them tight in a grasp denoting a firm purpose and a common
feeling of affection and fellowship.

Franfois was the first to speak :

"Forgive me, mes amis," he said, "for my hopeless
tone. The grave danger, seemingly insurmountable for
the moment, that threatens us caused my courage to waver ;

but you, Jean, you are braver than I, it seems
; you have

shamed me into hope once more. And now, good-bye
to thoughts of gloom and despair : the time for action has
arrived. Our fire will soon need replenishing. Do you,
Jean, take a torch and go back to the place where we
found the skins, and bring the supplies and ammunition we
left there, together with a lot of the firewood and pine
kn( .s we saw heaped up. You will have to make several
trips, so hasten. Pierre and I will remain on guard."
With these words he reached up, and seizing one of the

firebrands on the top of the boulder, handed it to Jean and
gave him a friendly slap on the back to hurry him on his
errand. The latter needed nothing to accelerate his move-
ments, however. He started off, torch in hand, at a jog
trot, slowing his pace when the nature of the floor of the
cave was rough, and speeding on again when it became
smooth. Keeping in mind well the turns he had to make,
there was no time lost on the way. In a few minutes he
reached his destination. A glance around showed him
that everything was exactly as they had left it. Seizing
an armful of food and powder, he filled the other with
wood, and staggering under his load and holding his torch
with difficulty, he returned to the barricade.

Francois quickly replenished the fire and in a moment
its flames were rising higher than ever. Nothing had
transpired during Jean's absence. An ominous silence
pervaded the gloom inhabited by the enemy. Francois
shook his head dubiously.
"I wish they would show themselves more," he muttered.

" When a lot of redskins on the warpath are quiet like



A SUBTERRANEAN CHAPTER iir

HpSh/h f^^'- ^^^'^ " *'*'""<= hrewiag. Maybe they havedecided to starve us out and are watching the entrance holl

™hhi/?'
°"

I"''
'"'^

I P^^'= °f hound! who have ^ arabbit to earth
;
or perhaps they will tire of doing noO^ngand are getting ready to make a rush against ourSoi "

Fmdmg that a portion of Jean's burden coSd ofprovisions, he urged him to eat heartily beforrmaklnJ

to do so would occur again. AU three accordingirpartwDk
of the food, and refreshed their throats with long d?auXsfrom the tiny stream of water close at hand l^he "e!u twas that they returned to their watch with strenrthenedphyslcaJ powers and increased courage Jean made a
llTl^'^P- r^^^ntful as the first, and brought a similarloa4 then set out again for more.

This time his return was delayed At firsf tv,= „!,„ *
thought nothing of the matter, b'^^t suddeSy t SsheduSthe mmds of both that he had been absent twice as lonfa^he had been before. They cast many elanc^in ?L Hi?«f
tion he had taken to see if they co^r^rcatch si/ht ^f'

F:Jl!iT ''"^K^
°^>'^ ^«'""»»g torch, 'but in'tain

t^ra^^te-rsS-i-s^^^^^^
tCX^SiSb^y-rpS,S ?„«^-S^
brother when Fran,ol. whS watcEy" e'Twht he'was conversing, kept a sharp watch in the directton of thPenemy, gave a warning sound as he looked intlnll, !

K"totn "i^"^^"^'
^^ -iz?d a%orchlrmoSoring

*At ^^
been intimated, this end of the defence was cIo-pto the chasm down which the three boys had Lkel w?tha shudder at its awful depth. In fact it ZntT^u

edge, forming a protecting wall on one silf^i^ heTw^lads approached this end, they were able to see into ih,°.

I
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side of the great opening. His evident intention was to
reach the farther end of the barricade in safety, climb over
it in the darkness, and then gliding along in the shadows
get to the rear of the besieged, so that when a rush was
made on them from the front he could attack them while
they were reloading. He had passed over the greater part
of his perilous path when Fran9ois's eye had detected a
shadow of unusual shape on the wall and had immediately
suspected some treacherous move on the part of the
enemy.
By the time they had reached the position where they

now stood, the redskin had crept still farther on his way.
He saw them approach and quickened his efforts. As the
light fell upon him, he stood ready to spring to safety, a
distance of some six feet only intervening between himself
and his goal. The boys both gave a cry as they beheld
his fierce features lighted up by a look of diabolical cunning,
for it was none other than their ancient foe Winnatoka who
was so near. Even as they gazed, the savage leaped. He
landed safely, but in recovering his balance, one foot slipped
on the wet rock, his body swayed, immanageable, an in-
stant in the air, then toppled over, and with a cry of baffled
rage, hate, and despair he fell down, down, down into the
immeasurable depths below, his last scream ringing terribly
in the ears of the two boys, who stood only a few feet away
transfixed with the horror of the sight.
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CHAPTER XIII

WHEREIN ANOTHER TBirir t= ,nuiMER TRICK IS J-LAYED AND THE
BIRDS ESCAPE

storage place of tt fm SKi^^ "T^^^ ''^ *•>«

As he emerged from thT^M- ^ "^'?^P °' ^V Wnd-
chamber into theTata cavS P^^fn' ^''f^^

^"^ ''is
give an inquisitive gCc^ Iow^h thiTP"** f

"!?"*''"* *°
of the cave. Curiositv fnT the unexplored portion
him to take a. sten^n /hi* 2- ^°^ '^^^^^'^ " led wused
comrades w^t&r£ fin '*"'l!'

''"* '^^ thought^^hi^
the defence oflLVblrSd^lttP* '"'^^^ ^ h«lP «
so, some strange thSmL^rf^n.^.PT- ^^ J"* did
full against^ toS Sd fSl at h^' f^/^'f"^-

^^mck
of course, that it wa^ h^,t = k f w ^i?*"

^^ supposed,
light in is (Urecti^ h» ''?*• >t when he moC^d the
that hJheSx^^-^L^"^l''^i^^t it was a blue jay
striking its head aS^th"^ k ' •'^«'^* *'>' t^"* gl^^e, i^d
stumied, 11^^ fuuCrt^f <.K?^"«j"'='^

^^^ been badly
across his m^d ffi ^fs I^?

'^'^'^^^^ A^ed imtantly
he asked himself Bat, i^ t "* >^^ ^°"'? "» ^^^ cave ?

caverns, lo^fthe d^L^l'^K':! jf^'''^^^ underground
only solution to this mt^^^i' •'^V^l^e jays, never. The
bird had accident^ i^t^ttwiv*fPP°^'«°« that the
where? Not at fL 1* *^uXe from without. But
watched s,?tw^bvTnH^^^-'\^'i'* they had made
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conscious bird and advanced eagerly in the direction whence
it had come. The way was easy, without branches, and the

floor smooth and unencimibered b;; any obstacle. As he
advanced, with every sense alert, the air seemed to become
a little fresher. This gave him courage to press on.

Finally, after some ten minutes' walk, a sudden turn came
in his path. As he rounded this, he gave a suppressed

shout, for far ahead his anxious gaze caught a glimmer of

sunlight. This rapidly increased until at length he came
to an opening half closed with vines and shrubs. Pushing
tiiese aside impatiently he looked out into the open day.
At tirst his eyes, accustomed for so many hours to the

murky light of a torch and the darkness of the cave, were
dazzled by the sunshine ; but they soon adapted them-
selves to the new conditions and he beheld the tributary

stream sparkling at his feet, a gentle descent leading to its

edge from the point where he was standiiig. The bird,

now very much alive, struggled violently for its freedom.

Jean stroked it soothingly for a moment.
" Many thanks for your guidance, little bird," he said

gently and with much feeling. " You .lave earned your
liberty. Go now to your nest," and he released his hold.

The blue jay quickly accepted this opportunity of escape
and soared exultingly away to a distant tree, where it

alighted and scolded Jean at the top of its harsh voice

for having handled it roughly, using all the bad words
to be found in a blue jay's vocabulary. Jean remained
standing, breathing in deep draughts of the cool fresh air,

unmindful of the bird's ungratefid action. Joy was in his

heart and throbbed through every fibre. This discovery

meant life and liberty to them all, and home, and father,

and a successful endmg to their adventures.
Suddenly he remembered that he was wasting precious

time. After replacing the vines so as to conceal the open-
ing as much as possible, he retraced his steps rapidly, his

mind filled with pleasiu-able emotion at the new turn taken
by their fortunes. Stopping a moment at the spot where
he had deposited his load, he mechanically resumed it

and hastened on his way. He was greeted by his com-
panions with congratulations on his safe return and in-

quiries regarding bis prolonged absence. For reply be
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jy h.„ dou iKw^'^fi^^rr^rLa
"About mid-afternoon," replied Jean.

I have It all arranged."

„
We are to leave at once," guessed Pierre.
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starvation as the best means of victory over us. At any
rate, we will go ahead on that supposition. There is there-
for? little chance of an immediate attack. I shall take
Jean with me and go myself to reconnoitre, leaving you,
Pierre, to watch and keep the fire bright. Should you see
signs of an assault, retreat rapidly and join us."
When Francois and the younger lad reached the entrance,

the former uttered an exclamation of delight.
" Everything is favourable to our scheme. See how

the sun is disappearing behind that bank of clouds coming
up from the west ? That means no full moon to betray us.
If it rains, as I think it will, we shall have any sound that
we may make while escaping drowned by the noise of the
elements. Our first work, however, will be to drop the
bundles of furs down ihis descent. We can do that quickly
now, although we must work carefully," here he glanced
upward, " for you see the roof over the entrance is badly
cracked and loosened and looks as though it might drop
any moment and cut off our escape. A report of a gun
fired from this spot would bring the whole mass down."
The two boys hurried back to the storage chamber and

seizing a bun(ie of skins between them, soon had it at the
opening and, droppmg it down, watched it roll some dis-
tance toward the river. A second was sent after the first,

until all the furs had been removed and lay outside the
cave. While taking out the last layer of the pile a small
keg of powder was discovered carefully hidden among the
bundles. It had been kept perfectly dry and was ready
for instant use. Francois chuckled and laughed silently
for full two minutes when he saw this new supply of
ammunition, his sides shaking with inner merriment. He
vouchsafed no explanation of his good humour to his com-
panions, but carried his burden to the entrance and de-
posited it carefully there. They then returned to Pierre
who, although a little nervous over their long absence,
had nothing to report. When Francois had told what they
had done, he proceeded to unfold his plan.

" If the savages will hold off until midni,^ht, I care not
how fierce an attack they may make on us then," he began.
" My idea is for Pierre and myself to remain here while
Jean sallies forth to cover himself with glory. H^ will
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have to slip

117

crossing t

and find tU

"ui o: the cave the moment it is dark and
river, pfi fiough the woods to the Ottawa
spot wher. our canoes are hidden. Havine

onfl^V h"'"" -
P^^^'^' '"^" *•*« O"^^"^' *°^«g the emptyone behmd, ..lu come ;ip this tributary stream to a point

aK' *^?
""^" rrs- We shal/then join hL^°^J

a^ three w,ll carry the skins to the river, load hem into «^ewaumg c^oes, then make off once more, and good-bye
to The Rat

'
and all his devilish crew. If it rainsJean can accompUsh this journey without danger of being

either seen or heard. He can be spared better than eithe?of us, Pierre for should an attack b^made, your help wouldbe more valuable to me than his in keepkg the enemy atbay for a time. Besides, if any accident^^happened here 'n

of Is^a^^inglome"'^
'^ '''''''' ^^ ''^' ^^^^^^ ^^^^

Jean and Pierre gave their hearty assent to this pro-gramme, the former feeling very proud that he should havebeen chosen for this important eVrand rather thaiTPie^He accorchngly awaited with eagerness the passage of time'njus excitement scarcely eatmg the food which FraS^
hfifcl T/°^^^g °" him. At length the older boy g^e
InH^r !' ^ departure, together with a few cautions

2h nfr^T '^t"^^^
*•>" ''>"*^ he was to take. Arme^

^t^fl ^ ^^"^ ^"°*"'? ^"^^^ ^<J unencumbered by anypowder horn gun, or bullet pouch, he started on hishazardous task after embracing both of his friends he^i?y
i^li^^J^^'^^^^^^ entrance he found that night was^ '^"."»1"«-. Overhead not a star was visible^ Ate
bv dift oli"^^' ,*'j.'*^^"^ d°^ the steep incline andby dmt of shppmg, sliding, and falling he managed to reach

ideir""^ "'l^^^y.' ^^•^""S'^ not^without making con

htrhtv°''^
'" ?f' ^''^'"*- A ^^«drop striking alainst

reacht? th^^''"
»>™/°<=?'''-agement. By the tiie he

S«nHnfi ""^^^ ^^^^ '* ^^ gaining briskly. The
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Indian camp and leam what he could about their numbers
jjefore setting out upon his real errand ? Obedient to this
impulse he turned downstream and strode along beii':ath
the sombre trees at a rapid rate. The breath of spring was
in the air. The warm raindrops splashed briskly against
the imprisoned buds and tiny leaves bidding .hem awaken
from their long winter sleep, then dripped slowly down to
nourish the moss and roots and start the sluggish sap into
more rapid circulation. The branches groaned and yawned
and stretched themselves as though they, too, had been
caught napping. The voice of spring touched the spirit
of the lad as he glided along, arousing a feeling of e.xultant
)oy at being alive and free once more, filling his soul with
courage for the accomplishment of great deeds and a hope
of ultimate victory over all difficulties, dangers, and
enemies.

When he had nearly traversed the distance he supposed
lay between him and their original landing-place, he slowed
his gait and proceeded with greater caution. At length he
entered the water an(' noiselessly waded along close to shore.
Presently in the darkness he came upon five canoes, their
stems in the water and their bows resting lightly upon the
land. These crafts were of good size and easily capable
of holding five persons. He judged by this that the
munber of the enemy besieging them was over a score.
Satisfied as to this point, he stepped ashore, and stooping
down crept through the double line of trees until he could
get a view of the open space about the entrance to the cave.
He beheld a small fire built on the leeside of the blasted
pme and made out the forlorn figure of an Indian huddled
up in his blanket sitting with his back against the tree.
As he looked, this human form arose and approaching the
fire replenished it and resumed his seat. A brighter glow
suffused itself by this action. Jean eagerly scanned the
neighbourhood, but could not discover the presence of any
more of the savages. He then realized that, with the
exception of this lone sentinel, the rest were probably safe
and dry inside the cave.

Despairing of gaining any more information, he retraced
his steps. The sight of the row of canoes left unguarded
put a brilliant idea into his head. Why need he make the
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laborious journey he had set out upon to get their own
canoes when here were plenty to be had for the taking.
He could thus save several hours of time and if undis-
turbed in his efforts could materially cripple the enemy
so that pursuit would be out of the question. Accordingly,
he tmsheathed his knife and, wading alongside the first

canoe, he cut a piece of birch bark from its side as large as
a man's head. He then quickly launched it and, giving a
vigorous shove, sent it out toward the middle of the river,
where, seized by the current, it drifted away in the dark-
ness gradually sinking as it went. Three more canoes
were treated in this fashion and only one was left. Putting
a couple of extra paddles inside he pushed off and left

the landing place shorn of all signs of human occupation,
l^iA little vigorous arm exercise, which served to warm him
up, brought him to a place opposite the newly-discovered
cave entrance. Here he landed and after securing his
recently-acquired craft he clambered up the ascent into the
cavern. Not having any light, he was obliged to proceed
through the inky black darkness with caution. He had
become by this time tolerably familiar with his route
and made no mistakes. Suddenly, far away ahead of him
he heard the sound of human voices and soon a gleam from
the fire on the barricade reached his eyes. As he advanced
at a quickened pace, he recognized *;he yells of the red-
skins and realized that they were making an attack.
The two older boys were so busily engaged in the defence

that they knew nothing of Jean's approach luitil he glided
through the firelight and took his place at their side. Not
a word was said by anyone, all their energies being directed
toward what was taking place in front of the barricade.
On peeping through an orifice, Jean saw a number of
shadowy forms flitting here and there just beyond the
circle of Ught . Atremendous amount of yelling accompanied
their movements, while every few seconds the spiteful
flash of a firearm rent the gloom, which was followed by
a whistling soimd above their heads as a bullet sped on its
harmless way. Once a savage darted out into the light
and raised his gun to fire, but a shot sent by Francois'
steady aim stretched him out motionless upon the floor.
A yell of defiance and rage, fiercer even than usual, re-
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verberated through the cave, the body of the slain warrior
was dragged back into the darkness, and all was still. Then
for the first time did Jean's friends speak.

" What was the matter that you returned so soon ?
"

asked Francois anxiously.
" It wasn't that you were afraid ? " demanded Pierre.

Jean laughed quietly, then related what he had learned
and done. A tit of silent laughter on the part of Francois,
and a stare of surprise from Pierre were the only comments
Jean received at first on his narrative. A moment later
Frangois was once more sober.

" So then everything is ready for us to leave ? " Jean
nodded.

" Then let us get away from these redskii.s as fast as
we can," exclaimed Pierre fervently. " I, for one, am
tired of their company."
"You are right," was Fran9ois' firm reply. "They

have evidently given up the idea of starving us out. They
are growing impatient, their fingers itch to seize our scalps.

They mean business now. In niy opinion they are pre-

paring for a final attack. They will come with a rush,

counting on their superior numbirs for success."

Already were the threatening y :11s beginning again while
the boys talked.

" Load up as best you can," commanded Francois with
nulitary brevity. "Take all t!ie food and ammunition
you can carry. I will brighten t.ie fire a little, and we will

be off."

So saying, he 'ossed on an armful of fuel, seized his share
of the stuff, and grasping a firebrand which he held down
close to the ground, started rapidly off on a jog trot,

followed by the two brothers. By this time the chorus of

yells had reached a horrible volume of sound, reinforced

as it was by the echoing walls of the cave.
" There they come," miittered Fran9ois, as the thr°e

hurried aiong. " They are welcome to our nest now that

the birds have flown."

Francois' surmise was correct. The redskins, after

creepmg along the edges of the shadows as far as they
dared, had, at a given signal, rushed with a whirlwind of

sound upon the barricade, swarmed up its front and dropped
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over on to the other side. Surprised at not receiving any
fire from the boys' guns, and doubly so at finding the place
apparently deserted, they hesitated a moment fearing an
ajnbui ie from behind some of the stony pillars. No-
thmg happening, they seized each a burning stick and
searched the place thoroughly until they were convinced
that their prey, which they had supposed securely trapped
was gone.

By this time the retreatmg lads had passed around a
turn in their path so that the light from their torches was
not visible. The savages held a moment's consultation,
then advanced, torches in hand, carefully scrutinizing the
mterior of the cave as they went. One of them picked up
a large freshly-charred splinter that had fallen from Francois
torch and showed it to his companions. A yell of exultation
followed. They knew they were on the right trail.

Meanwhile the boys had hastened along as rapidly as
they could, puffing and perspiring under their loads. The
entrance being gained, they stopped a moment for breath.

" That is the hardest work I have done for many a day,"
Pierre grumbled. " I'd most as soon be scalped as drop
dead from over-exertion."

Jean stood against the wall, blowing away like a horse
after the race is run. His eyes twinkled at his brother's
words.

" ^es—it's—work," he managed to puff out, " but

—

think—of the—fun 1

"

Franfois, himself pretty thoroughly winded, laughed.
" You are right, Jean," he said. " It is great fun. It's

a game of hide and seek. Think how they are looking
for us now, wondering where we have disappeared

!

Their eyes will drop out from surprise in a few minutes
more, or I am much mistaken."
Without giving any explanation of these words, he

ordered the other two to descend and place their loads in
the canoe awaiting them and meet him at the spot where the
bundles of skins lay. They obeyed. A faint cry came to
ms ears from the rear, showing that the enemy were not
far behind. Seizing the little keg of powder, he made an
opeiung m with his knife and laid out a long train of the
black stuff on the dry floor of the cave. He then placed
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the keg at the farther end of this train. Going to the
entrance, he paused an instant on the edge, then touching
his torch to the powder, he vanished in the darkness. A
flash ran along the ground untU the keg was reached.
An explosion occurred accompanied by the sound of falling
rock. The weakened roof of the entrance fell down with
a mighty crash, completely filling up the mouth of the cave
and sealmg it as though no cavern existed there.



CHAPTER XIV

TELLS OF A FORCED MARCH AND A NIGHT ATTACK

When Francois reached the place where the bundles of
ski'is lay, he found himself staring in the darkness at two
gtrn muzzles and was challenged by Pierre's voice :

" Who's there ?
"

For answer he began to laugh softly, whereat the guns
were promptly withdrawn and the two brothers rose up
from the ground where they had been lying behind some
of the skins.

" My, how we were frightened by that noise !
" ex-

claimed Jean in a relieved tone. " We thought something
dreadfxil had happened and did not know whether it was
friend or foe that was approaching."

Francois gave one more loud chuckle before answering.
" The sound you heard was my farewell speech to the

enemy before I retired. I thought it a shame to leave
that keg of good powder for the savages to fool with

:

they might hurt themselves. I also thought it a pity for
them to use our private entrance to the cave, so I closed it

up with the assistance of the powder, thus accomplishing
two ends at once. It also gave us more time in which to
get away."

His two friends, realizing what had happened, gave them-
selves up to merriment at the plight of the redskins.
Finally Francois interposed.

" Come, we have something else to do besides sitting here
in the rain holding our sides. My joking mood is now over.
You had better savt the rest of your laughs until a httle
later. The thing to do now is to get these skins aboard
and make a start on our voyage."
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\yithin twenty minutes ali was ready. The three mW
LTl'^'n '^^ r''^'^ °« « the darkness They pSceeded carefuUy close to shore untU they came to thTp?ac^

rS '
He^'ri'T T^^' J^ ^'^ "^t *»>« enemy's canoes

Fr^nrol. *>.
' i" °^«^T* *» a whispered word fromFraiifois, they landed and taking each Ws gun and paddlethey passed rapidly to the edge of the opeH^ace ^evcould readily discern the smaU fire still fahh"Z tended bvhe lone sentinel. After making sure that they had but oneIndian to deal with, they skirted the edge of the clea,^!untd they stood at a point from which they couldap3the unsuspectmg savage from the rear.

""^ aPP^acn

all so,m^*Zhi!r If"
"'^ descending in torrents, so thatau sounds of their advance were bst in the patter of th*.raindrops All three, had reached the tree on the otherside of wWch sat the ladian. little dreaming of what wLabout to happen, and his capture seemed cert^wh^

Pierre's gun striking against the trunk gave a note o^

tTeTTd fe^'^lTt^"
'"^'^^ ^ \?P togefhl^aroun^thi

tree ana te^ upon the enemy pelhnell. Francois' hanrlhad actuary touched the blanket to which he warwrapZi
rh/n^H^^

^ ^""'^ ^^' ^ '*^'^d deer he wa^ upanSyabandonmg his cover to the elder boy's grasp. In foMseconds he had crossed the clearing and^disfpSred in theforest, leavmg the three boys standing beside his^L^dthe dymg fire, very much chagrined at his escape.^
Never mmd," said Francois cheerily, " his capture wasnot an essential part of my joke. He is well out of the wa^and bemg unarmed cannot harm us " ^

After a word of instruction he led the way to the entranceof the cave Here aU was still and deserted. OuicWvX
thTr i'^H ,f*\'"P^^/

lattice-work over the hole^Kththeir paddles heaped upon it the loose earth originaUyXup. This they stamped down with their feet umU thfpi..r was level with the surrounding ground. They worl^edrapidly and pepistently until tWs task was cSkted
St laJiS"''

''"""« °" ^ P^^'"^' ^dulged inXther
" This will keep them bottled up for at least twentv-four

hours,' he finaUy said. They have nothini toS tSway out with except their small hatchets and hunting kilivel
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He who laughs last, you know, laughs best. I am only

^.TtT.,- 1°* ^P*"'^ *'"'* '^=^' though, for, on my
soul, I believe he was none other than ' The Rat ' In that
case our victory would have been complete."
Jean shivered in his wet clothing.

" A r,^,?
'''' ""* ^^^l ^^^"^ *°«' ^"'ne ? " he chattered.A little exercise would not hurt any of us

"
•• CertainemenU •• replied Francois. Then with the

*T ?u
\commander speaking to his troops, he added

:

To the boats, my men," and strode off in the direction
of the river. A inoment later they stood in some per-
plexity at their landmg place, then after peering anxiously
through the darkness, moved up and down the bank for
^™l4'^*^*=e. Their canoe had disappeared.

Tricked again I " muttered Francois savagely " This
IS some more of ' The Rat's ' doings. While we were at
worked he slipped aiound through the woods, and linding
that all of their canoes had been destroyed made off with

" And the furs !
" wailed Jean.

" We have been the most obliging persons in the world "
remarked Pierre m a disgusted tone. "We raced with TheKat for the skms. We found them, got them out of the
cave, loaded them into a canoe, added some ammunition
and provisions and then politely turned them over to himWhat a set of stupid dunces we are !

"

"Not we but I for I am alone responsible for this
mishap, retorted Francois. " Had I had a particle of
sense in my head, I should never have left the place un-
guarded after that rascal disappeared. Two of us couM
have closed the entrance as well as three."

" And do you suppose we count for nothing ? " asked
rterre warmly. " We expected to claim our share in the
success of this expedition and we certainly intend to
shoulder part of the blame of any mischanci that mayhappen and not let you take it all. It was just as muchour fault as yours."

" True, Pierre," spoke up Jean. " We have aU been to

j^f '

"^"^ '^* "* ^ Revise some means of recovering our

" Anyway ' The Rat ' can't go very far or fast without a

i ' lv\
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with UB," suggested

"There was one extra paddle

pa^dle-you see we each have one

" Alas I
" cried Jean,

left in the canoe."

laS'tato'^'ZS.'"
^"SKesting anything cheerful, re-

lt?!r ""u ? """^y *•'«"«'• Francois, who had been

^Thlnt^l-
'°°^ "P tl'" conversation' at this j^int

recantnrP th '^ *° ^r"" •' ^'=''"'»- *•>»* ^^n we dVto

Wont he hide near at hand until the other redkHn.get out or we go away ? " queried Jean.
^""^

wo, rephed Francois with decision " Vn,. .«.. .

=£t^f^rJ^-wSFli^Ff^
vriU make him selfish and desiroS^oTprofit" g ^o^'Xcapture he has made.' If he waits untU his friend die theirway out, he will have to divide with than If h, 1/dom uenj^then the prize is his Ze H^:, ill therefore"

^Vl*"; ^°"*'^^ .^ 1^<='^y as possible."
^"«^«»°«'

h„ ^- '^ "^^^amly logical," remarked Pierre, imnressedby his companion's words.
"npressea

" Now." continued Francois. " having decided in n„rown minds what he will probably do, the next auTsttenIS what coarse is best for lis to follow " ^
Follow him." suggested Pierre.
How by water ? " asked Francois. " We have nncano«; those of the enemy are sunk, iid if we wlit to rafs^one of them and mend it, he would get suchTst^ tw w^

a)uld never hope to catch up with f^ ^e ^e t
*

if we were to spend the rest of the nieht trvSe^ fi^H J^!^^7 'f.^-^^^ on the d&^'^Ldes^'hos^
and when they do, I. for one, would rather not be anywhere

•• Tell us your plan, then." said Jean eaeerlv " for Iknow you have one already mapped iufin y&nd •

cZ^^: "^"^ "* *^ ^'^'^t "it of flattcTthen

" My idea is very sim->le. It affords, however, our only
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chacce, and unless a better can be suggested, I advise its
adoption. ' The Rat,' strong as he is, will find it a hard
task to paddle- that canoe with its heavy load very fast.
He has to go down this stream, then down the Ottawa untU
the St. Lawrence is reached, and then quite a few leagues
down that river before he reaches Montreal. If we were
to start in a direct line through the forest for Montreal
straight as a bird flies, we should have a much shorter
distance to travel than he. By hard work, I think, we can
reach the St. Lawrence as soon as he does. If we do we
shall have a good chanceof falling on him suddenly at night
for by that tune he will think himself safe and will land at
dark for rest."

I'

You are a wonder! " exclaimed Jean.
"That will be our only chance," co.nmented Pierre,
and I believe we shall succeed. We have given our arms

plenty of exercise since we left Quebec. It is time our legs
got their share. Come on, I am ready."
The other two needed no further urging. Pierre started

to lead off toward the eastern forest edge, when Francois
stopped him.

^
^' Where are you going ? " he asked.
"To head off that scoundrel, of course. Am I not

takmg the right direction ?
"

" Yes. and leaving a trail that the redskins will pick up
ten mmutes after they get out. For shame I Have you
torgotten all your instructions ? Follow me."
With these words Franipois stepped into the water to his

knees and proceeded to wade down stream, keeping close
to the shore. After a half-hour of this laborious work,
he pulled himself up the bank and entered the woods,
the others followmg close at his heels.
"They may find our trail some time, but it will takethem hours now, when it would have been a case of minutes

If we had foUowed Pierre's first impulse," he remarked
as they stopped a moment to squeeze the water out of
their leggings.

'vVTien this had been accomplished and a brief rest en-
joyed the real land journey was begun. Off they swung ata jog trot, Fra 1501S leading. He seemed to have borroweda cat s eyes for the occasion, for he avoided ail obstacles
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that stood m their way as though it had been bright noon-
day instead of pitch-dark night. The two brothers, whose
vision was less skilled for this sort of work, kept close be-
hind. Thus did they fare onward without stopping
oblivious of cold or dampness, their skin glowing with the
sustained exertion and their limbs moving in a monotonous
rhythm. V\hen the first gray of morning suffused itself
through the trees, they came to a tiny moss-bound brook.
Here they stopped and quenched their thirst. Fortunately
each had stuffed his pockets with food before leaving the
cave. When a meal had been eaten, Francois turned to
his companions.

" You are both tired," he said, " but we dare not stop
long for rest. The most pressing need now is to put as
great a distance as possible between ourselves and the place
we have left, and in as short a time too. However, I be-
lieve we can safely count on an hour's sleep. You two
curl up and I will watch."

Pierre and Jean, whose legs ached with fatigue, and whos».
eyes were heavy with sleep, did not delay a moment.
Francois remained awake, and when, judging by the in-
creasing light, the hour was up he shook his companions
to sensibility, and in a few moments the party was en route
once more. The rain had ceased shortly before dawn. As
the sun glanced down through the trees, its rays set twig
and tiny bud or leaf a-glistening. The fresh, damp smell
of the woods mingled with the odour of a few early flowers
greeted their nostrils as they jogged on. Occasionally
an open space allowed them to enjoy the freshness of th"--

air and the tingling warmth of the sun. The short rest had
refreshed the younger lads wonderfully, while their step,
springy as though 'he journey had been but begun, showed
no signs of faltering, but rather urged them on with all the
imjpetuous force and enthusiasm belonging to youth.

Several stops were made during the day, but only of
short duration. Finally, at dusk, Fran9ois having esti-

mated that they had covered fully fifteen leagues, ordered
a halt and, after a brief meal, told his companions that all

hands could take five hours' rest. Promptly, at midnight
he awoke and aroused the others, and the march began
again. Instead of the cloudy weeping sky of the previous
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the brothers by a gesture not to risk d scovery by wi^eoammg enemy by a shot. Suddenly their vsltor JemrfTorealize his danger, for with a snort of fear he Srl^ an,^

"luffiden^^'r '^™"?'^ *^« ^""ds in Ws madXat
broth^i^ ^ E?""*"

^"^ ''^ *^°t* ^''S all that the three

exercise a strict economy and sure aim. Twentv-fonr

.t r. h'"
*h"=",^"°ther do^en leagues had been traveled

t was deemed safe to replenish their larder A luckvS

No signs of savages were seen as the^ proceeded neither

^ttT^S^^n^^^^rL^is
complain, but Francois couVsee that he warveryt« soreand suffered a good deal of pain. He therefore slowed

SsC'r^ r^^ ^"^q"«"' ^hort stops for the youngDoy s beneht. Pierre was grumblinc • first at o,/^^ ^

"?h^ mMdl'^t^H^T'"^^
'"^"-'' °' «'-p "ar

^.
the middle of the afternoon of the fourth day he came

^ft bed^f"mf'"r- /^-^TS ^^^^' do>^ up^ra
~ced "^ ^" '*'"'*''' ^^" °"t weariirand

fnr Ji"'i*"'° "^ ™" y"" °^'n '«gS Off if you Wish As
us^Tor' fiZ ^"'"^

A '''^l^^^- I hope to ha^further

s^t even ,?» hT '^^^h J *" "°* 8°'"6 '° ^^^^ fromThls
t£i c ^ ^°^®" redskms jump out from behind each

enough Tdo^°P'' "^^" '"''"-''- they^avrhad

" Of course you are the only one that is tired,"

II

II
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Francois laughed instead of chiding the older brother.
" Suppose I were to tell you that we are within one hour's

quick march of our destination ?
"

The effect on Pierre was magical. He leaped up in an
instant, sajring eagerly

:

" In that case, I am willing to postpone my rest. Come,
lead on, hasten I

"

True to Fran9ois' prediction, in less than an hour their

eyes caught the gleam of water through the trees ahead
of them, and a few moments later they stood on the banks
of the St. Lawrence at a point a short distance only from
the mouth of the Ottawa. Already were the afternoon
shadows lengthening as the two brothers cast themselves
upon the ground to rest, while Francois, the indefatigable,

proceeded to climb a lofty tree from whose top an unob-
scured view up and down the river could be obtained.

" I wonder if we have reached this spot in time," re-

marked Jean, as he lay stretched out at full length on a

soft springy bed of pine needles.
" It would be just our luck," growled Pierre, " to have

missed ' The Rat ' by a few hours. Th' t red-skinned half-

bred rascal seems always to get ahead of us at the last

minute. Hello ! look at Francois waving at us. I be-

lieve he sees something up the river that is of importance,
judging by his haste in descending. He will break his

neck if he doesn't take more care."

Both boys, eager to learn the news, were at hand to greet

him when he first touched ground again.
" What is it ? " they inquired in one breath.
" Had we been an hour longer on the way, we should

have arrived too late," were his first words. " I caught

sight of a canoe not a third of a league away, heavily laden

and with only one occupant. He is coming along close to

shore and will be here in ten minutes. Let us hide in

yonder brushwood and watch for him."
This suggestion was speedily followed, and all three were

soon stretdied out in their place of concealment observing

the surface of the river with eager eyes. They had not

long to wait, for in five minutes' time Francois, whose

position enabled him to see farther up the river than the

rest, whispered

;

'•

'
yi
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" Here he comes I

"

Sure enough, it was ' The Rat,' proceeding along at a

io'^r'^'J?*\"*'^^
necessary by the size and weight of his

canoe. The boys were near enough to see the expressionon his face, whldi was one of satisfaction and assured
success A complacent smile hovered about his Ups asthough In fancy he were already counting over the ^eces
of gold received at the sale of his cargo at Montre/only
one day s journey distant. As he passed, he cast a glancetoward the settmg sun, then ran his eye along the neieh-bounng shore as though seeking a suitable caSiping pkce
for the night A few hundred yards farther on he^ foundwhat he sought, and landed.
The bo)^ looked at one another with dancing eyes and

conversed in whispers. 6 y = »""

" Do you suppose he will stay there all night, or will

uestoT^
^^^^ °" *"^'' ^^'^ " ""^ J^^'' ^^^"^

•• He will probably remain," replied Francois, " as he has
no reason to suspect that he b followed."

*
" ^ ^^. ]** ^^^P ^^""^^ ^^ 's," ejaculated Pierre

ro^for "
^^""^ °"' '* "^^^ * ^^^^ "6hfs

" All we can do is to wait and see," said Franjois hope-

While they talked, the twilight came. An odour ofbummg wood was wafted to their nostrils from down the

" He is buildii^; a fire to cook his supper," whispered
Jean excitedly

; "that looks as though he had no fear
of interference and mtended spending the night where

Darkness came, and with it the drowsy twitterings of
birds settlmg themselves for sleep. The distant quavirine
cry of a loon arose on the opposite side of the river, whill
from the .-oods behmd them came the hoot of an owl, andaU Nature passed under the influence and reign of niehtThe stars shone brightly, like so many signal lamps above
them, causmg mynad reflections to sparkle on the smooth
surface of the river. The moon was slowly climbing majestic-
ally up Its path, Lghtmg the open places and easting heavy
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At length Fran?ois broke the
shadows among the trees,
long silence.

"Stay where you are," he whispered. "
I am going

to find out what ' The Rat ' is doing, so we can lay our
plans for an attack."
He gUded noiselessly away, leaving the two brothers

weary yet too excited to think of sleep, to await his returnA half-hour of quiet ensued, broken only by the vague
weird voices of the night, then he reappeared.

'

" AU goes well," he reported. " I crept within a dozen
yards of the knave. He has let his fire go out and lies
asleep on top of a pUe of skins in the canoe, which he has
puUed up part way on the shore, but not so far as to pre-
vent his pushing off in an instant if anything occurs to
alarm him. We must wait an hour longer, then advance
and capture the prize he has stolen from us."

Slowly the minutes passed. At length Francois eave
the signal to start.

' Follow me, and when we reach the spot your part
will be to shove the canoe into the water and jump in
Do you seize the paddle, Pierre, and use it without stopping
until we get into mid stream. I will do the rest. Sling
your guns over your shoulders. They will not be needed
for he has no firearms."

The three then arose and disappeared like silent spectresm the gloom, Francois in the lead. They had not pro-
ceeded far when he turned and entered the river at a
favourable point. Noiselessiy they advanced for a score
of yards, when, lying deep in shadow, they discerned the
famt ontUnes of the canoe. Gradually they separated
At a gesture from their leader, Jean and Pierre worked
their way toward the bow while Fran?ois, waist deep in
water, approached the stem. Cautiously they moved
step by step until the birch-bark craft was within arm's
length.

One step more, and they were alongside. With a
quick motion Fran9ois reached forward and pushed the
sleeping form into the water with a splash and climbed
quickly aboard, while the two brothers did their part,
launching the canoe with a vigorous shove at the same
moment as they jumped in. Pierre had hold of the paddle
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and with a few swift strokes sent the recaptured craft far
out mto the moonlit river.
'The Rat,' meanwhile, awakened as he struck the cold

water, swam vigorously in pursuit, but after a moment's
labour realized the futility of his exertions and returned to
shore muttering innumerable execrations of hate and
disappomtment. The boys, chuckUng aloud at his dis-
comfiture swung their bow downstream and started
through the moonlight on the last stage of their ioumey
to Montreal.



CHAPTER XV

SHOWS riOW EVEN AN i.wIAN MAY BE OUTWITTED

On through the night went the canoe, its three occupants
takmg hourly turns at paddling. When dawn came they
landed on the southern shore and with their hatchets
fri,luoned a couple of rude but serviceable paddles. Thus
equipped they made more rapid progress when the vogage
was resumed. During the forenoon the rapids were p^sed
in safety, and a few hours later the spire of the church at
Montreal was seen ahead of them. The sight of this
evidence of civilization spurred on their weary muscles
until they reached the landing place.
Here a strange scene met their eyes. The level strip

of land bordenng the river was covered with a motley
coUection of huts and tents and over-turned canoes. The
coureurs-de-bois had arrived some ten days or two weeks
before and after seUing out their cargoes to the tradere
had proceeded to fill themselves fnU of brandy pouring
the scorching fluid down their throats untU the money
received for their furs was exhausted. Days and nights
of riotous excess had ensued, and now they lay about in
vanous degrees of physical exhaustion. Some were stiU
stretched under tents or bark huts, sleeping off the effects
of the last debauch. Others, farther along in their recovery
sat or reclined with aching head and empty pockets waiting
disconsolately for whatever excitement might arise.
A few of this latter class recognized the lads as they

strode by and raised a feeble cheer. Others crowded about
them to shake hands and hear what tale of adventure they
had to relate. These were got rid of by the promise to
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talk with them later. With the aid of a few unemployed
Indians wandering about, the bimdles of skin5> were con-
veyed to the house of a trader whose n-une the boys had
heard their father often mention. Here, after careful

examination ar J counting of the furs, a bargain was finally

struck, and a skin purse filled with gold was received in

exchange. Until this was actually accomplished the boys
did not breathe easily. When the purse with its precious

contents was safely stowed away in one of Pierre's inside

pockets, they felt a great load lifted from thei: - ">ulders,

and were imposed to look about them a bx Conse-
quently the remainder of the afternoon was spent in

strolling leisurely about the town.
Toward dusk they repaired to the spot where they had

left their canoe, and accepted the hearty invitation of a
group of coureurs-de-bois to join them at their evening
meal. After this was finished they sat about a fire and
answered a few of the many questions asked them regarding
their journey after leaving Michilimackinac. Their replies

evoked mudh enthusiasm and flattering speeches, and their

health was often drunk by those of the circle of their ad-

mirers who had any brandy left, and who pronounced their

adventures as being something short of marvellous. At
length fatigue asserted itself and they begged to be allowed
to seek their much-needed rest. Nothing must do but that
they must sleep in one of the near-by tents, its occupant
declaring good-naturedly that he would feel honoured
to have it used by such heroic lads, he being glad to bimk
with one of his cronies. The boys accepted this token
of regard with thanks, and were soon enjoying the first

care-free slumber they had had for weeks.
Gradually the neighbouring tents were filled, and hi the

early morning hours silence reigned along the shore, broken
only by the sound of stertorous breathing from the sleeping

forms. About three o'clock, while the moonbeams were
still flooding the scene, and before the first gray in the east

had appeared, a muffled figure glided along the water's

edge. It stopped at the boys' tent and listened, then a
knife flashed in the moonlight, and a long slit was made in

the side. The noise did not disturb the sleepers. In
fact, it is doubtful if anything short of a cannon shot would
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have aroused them. The flap thus made in the tent was
drawn back, disclosing the unconscious fonn of Pierre.
The iigure sheathed its knife and offered no violence, but
with deft fingers jproceeded to search Pierre's clothing,
even to its inner recesses and pockets. His quest was
successful, for a fierce look of joy flashed across his face
as he withdrew his hand, which was not empty. Pierre had
slept very heavily the early part of the night, but his
fatigue being somewhat abated, this rough han(fiing brought
him back to consciousness, and he awoke. The intruder,
realizing that his victim might understand what was
happening, dashed at the cord that sustained the tent,
causing it to collapse, entangling all three sleepers in its
folds. The figure then took advantage of this confusion
to steal rapidly away. Pierre gave a smothered cry as he
strove to disentangle himself. The other boys were awake
by this time, and soon all three had arisen and stood looking
about them in the half Ught.

" What has happened ? " asked Jean, a little frightened
at his sudden awakening.

" A strange accident to befall the tent I
" exclaimed

Francois. " There is no wind to blow it over."
Pierre, now thoroughly awakened, felt for the precious

purse. It was gone.
" Robbery !

" he cried, as he told his companions of his
loss. Francois examined the rope and found it cut.

" Some one knowing that we sold our furs yesterday has
done this," he explained.

" Who could it be ? " queried Jean in a low voice. " One
of the coureurs-de-bois ?

"

" Perhaps," replied Fran9ois, a light breaking in upon
him as he examined the tent carefully. "More likely a
scoimdrel."

" Who do you mean ? " cried the two brothers m unison.
The Rat.' See this long cut, just like the one we

found that night at Michilimackinac ? Say nothing to
anyone, but keep a sharp lookout, and I'll miss my guess if

we do not see his ugly face somewhere about Montreal to-
day."
The tent was raised and adjusted, and the three boys

sat down upon the shore and watched with lugubrious
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faces the rising of the sun. After breakfast the hole was
sewed up in rude fashion and the owner of the tent was told

that some one had played a trick on them by cutting the

rope. As such boisterous pranks were common among the

coureurs-de-bois when gathered together, he made Ught of

the matter and sooii changed the subject.

The lads spent the morning looking in all likely quarters

for traces of ' The Rat.' Into all the traders' shops they
cast an eye, even going into those places where brandy
seemed to be the chief article of commerce. At length,

after a fruitless search, they entered a rude shanty utilized

during the visit of the coureurs-de-bois by a crafty dealer

in the fiery Uquor. They sat down disconsolately on a
rude bench, tired and out of humour. A moment or two
later in stalked none other than ' The Rat ' himself, and,

calling for a bottle of brandy, threw down a jingling gold

piece on the counter in payment. Before the trader could

hand him the desired article, his roving glance caught sight

of the boys, whereupon he picked up the coin and hastily

withdrew. The lads quickly followed him into the street.-

There they halted with indecision.
" Nothing is to be gained by dogging his footsteps,"

observed Francois thoughtfully. " Nor if we were to

report the matter to the authorities would anything come
of it, for the knave knows better than to walk about with
a bag of gold on his person. He realizes, no doubt, that he
is liable to get drunk any moment, and while under the

influence of the brandy be robbed by some other rascal,

white or red."
" Besides," added Pierre, " I could not swear that it was

he who attacked the tent, although I am certain in my own
mind. I did not see the thief and the Governor could

hardly arrest him on mere suspicion."
" Oh, dear !

" wailed Jean regretfully, " to think he is

busy this very minute squandering our money while we are

helpless to regain it."

Franfois smiled.
" Not quite helpless, mon ami," he replied, as he placed

his arm affectionately on the young lad's shotilder.
" Listen to a scheme that has just occurred to me and see

what you think of it. ' The Rat,' as I said a moment ago, tt 1
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IS too crafty to carry the purseful of gold about with him
and he is too distrustful by nature to hand it to anyone
else to keep for him. He must, therefore, have concealed
it somewhere."

•' But where ? " echoed Pierre.
That's the question. Not having any permanent

home in Montreal, it would be difficult for him to find a
safe place in which to hide his ill-gotten wealth. It is
natural to suppose, therefore, that he has secreted it
somewhere outside the city."

" Finding a needle in a haystack would be easier

"

groaued Pierre.
'

" Not necessarily. We can't, of course, hope to find the
spot by going out and looking lor it ; we must watch him.
If we can do so without his knowledge, he will, sooner or
later,lead us to the hiding place. He may become frightened
at seemg us just now, and secure his treasure and take it to
the woods. What fa more likely to happen, however, is
that he will hang around the places where brandy is sold
until he has spent all the money he has with him, or been
robbed, then seek out his hoard for more gold with which
to continue his debauch. It would only arouse his sus-
picions for us to follow him about all day. We had much
better ignore him until toward night. Then we can
separate and searcL until one of us tods him. After he
is located, all three can watch, and if he leaves the town
follow him."

This sounded like good advice and was accordingly
followed. The afternoon was spent in exploring the city,
chatting with the coureurs-de-bois by the river's edge and
repairing their canoe, which the boys had placed under
safe guard. As the sun began to sink, each one took a
different portion of the town and proceeded to search all

the places likely to contain their convivial enemy. Their
labour seemed in vain for some time.-

Finally, just at dusk, Jean discovered the partly in-
toxicated form of the Indian half-bred on a bench in a
squalid shop, engaged at irregular intervals in emptying
a brandy bottle whose contents had dwindled down to
within ar inch of the bottom diuing the course of the after-
noon. He stood the liquor remarkably well, and had not
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given the wUy trader the chance he had hoped for of search-
uig his clothes for any spare change he might have left.
The older boys were quickly notified. Pierre was stationed
at a point where he could easily recognize any person
passing out of the front door. Fran90is in his search about
the premises discovered a rear entrance. This he decided
to watch in company with Jean.

" I would wager a good deal," he explained, " that the
rascal will leave by the back way. In case he does I will
send Jean to notify you, Pierre, and we can then, aU three,
follow him."

Their forces being thus disposed, there was nothing for
them to do but wait patiently. After a half-hour had
elapsed, Francois and his companion saw the back door
open, and beheld the figure of the trader, who owned the
shop, emerge into the moonlight. He stood still a moment
as he cast wary glances in all directions, then retreated
mdoors.

• .1.^^^** ' *® evidently a good customer of his, for he
IS aiding him to get away unobserved, if possible. He was
merely looking to see if the coast was clear for him. In a
moment you will see ' The Rat ' himself sneak out

"

whispered Francois.
Sure enough, the words were hardly spoken when the

door creaked sUghtly and the figure of the half-breed dided
out mto the night. As he started rapidly away, Francois
foUowed at a safe distance, while Jean ran to get Pierre.
In a few moments all thres were in pursuit, keeping as near
to the rapidly moving figure as they dared. As soon as the
Indian reached a street, he muffled his face so that his
features could not easily be seen, slowed his gait and
assumed a drunken stagger. A number of people were
passed, but inasmuch as the sight of an inebriated savage
was no novelty to their eyes, they paid no attention to him.
Presently the city was left behind, and the enemy resumed
lus natural pace. The boys held him in view, but concealed
«ieu: own movements by keeping well within the shadows.
Ihus they proceeded for a distance of some half a league
when they were startled at seeing ' The Rat ' suddenly
stop, look about him as though searching for some land-
mark, then turn and come toward them. This move was

SI
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disconcerting, so thev darted into the thade of a dtunp
of trees and concealed themselves behind the largest trunkOn came the half-breed until he had approached the
other side of the tree behind which the Uds crouched.
T^eir first thought was that he had seen them and was

w^J'i'i^'^l'}^*, *'''?• "^"y •»«•'• ^^^ •'deaths and
waited. The blanketed figure, however, halted and
reaching up, appeared to take something out of a hidine
place m the trunk. FranQois decided that if he movedaway without replacing the pouch, there was nothing left
to do but to sprmg out upon him and relieve him of his
stolen wealth by force.

The sound of chinking coin greeted their ears, and they
realized that he was probably merely getting a fresh supply
of money, and would be content to leave the balance in its
place of concealment. A moment later, the pouch was
replaced and the Indian began his silent return journey

f^„™*?l' • "u-^?**
^,'^y disappeared when the lads leaped

from theu- hidmg place. Pierre reached up and. afterfeehng about a bit, found a smaU hole such as a wood-
pecker would make. In it he squeezed his hand and took
It out agam with his fingers clasping the oiecious pouch.

f ,i1 "^J^'y ^, ^^^^•" ^^ exdaiir excitecUy. " I^ ^:^ .*^,L'^*'?'*
*-^^ •*' '^ ""^^ ^ a few pieces.

Thus rejoicing, the three retraced their steps. As thevwent along the main street on their way to thV river edgethey were surpnsed to behold ' The Rat ' standing iSi-
movable, full m the light of a shop window. PieSf un-able to control Irj exultation, walked straight up to hiinA plea^nt evening for a moonlight stroU, isn't it ? "
ne ren rked before Fran5ois could stop him. " You think

l^^^'l^ y^^T'l^'' y°" '*°* ^ ^"t '«t^ remind you
of two thmgs

: first, there may be others more clever than

pkc^ " ^ * ^°^^ in a tree is not a safe hiding

With th«e words he turned away, leaving the Indiantoo astonished to speak. ^ inuian

F^Sois reproved him sharply for his foolhardiness.
That was an idiotic thmg to do. He will run back to
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the tree, find his treasure gone, and be at our heels within
an hour. We are not out of the woods yet, although we
diould have been had it not been for your rash words
This means now that we shall have to leave to-nieht in-
stead of m the morning."
"I don't care," was Pierre's defi"uit answer. " He can

hardly do us any injury now. I simply had to triumph

drfd "
*° "* '*** ^ "* *"°"8h trouble

Jean said nothing, although sympathizing with his
brothers feehng, yet he realized that Francois' rebuke
was weU merited. The three accordingly hastened to take
their departure. It was necessary first to purchase some
food and get a couple of paddles to take the place of those
improvised on the way. This necessary shopping delayed
them a little, so that it was fully an hour after Pierre's
hasty words before they were able to embark.
The lights of Montreal soon died away behind them as

«ie swiftly propelled canoe passed over the moon-lit waters
Ihe short rest the lads had enjoyed had put them in fine
trim for vigorous paddling. Consequently they were able
to cover the watery leagues without loss of time or feelines
of exhaustion. After four hours of hard silent work
Francois steered toward the shore.

" We can safely land now. I think, and get a few houre'
sleep, he said

;
" that lazy redskin will hardly be able

to catch up with us alone. We must not linger too long
however; not over three hours at the most."

All of them were ready for rest. The excitement of the
day, and the vigorous paddling of the past few hours made
them fairly tired, and it was but a moment or two after
lymg down on the shore beside the canoe before they were
oblivious of the beauties of the night or the possible ap-
proach of enemies. The moon sank slowly down the
western slopes

; the hours sped by in their course • but the
sleepers stiU lay unconscious of either event. Just before
the slowly brightening sky burst from gray to gold, a large
canoe containing three stalwart redskins came into view
trom the du-ection of Montreal and dashed by the spot
where the boys were encamped. So intent were the savages
on hastenmg along, that the canoe drawn up on the shore
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"hV

and the sleeping youths escaped their notice. This was
partly due to the peculiar nature of the landing place
chosen by Francois, and partly to the low-lying fog that
often arose from the surface of the river toward morning
and which tended to make objects on or near the shore
indistinct except to one passing very dose at hand. A
few seconds, and the can with its eager crew had passed
on Into the mist.

Francois h!.fi counted on being able to awaken at the
tune desired bai a deeper lethargy than usual had seized
hun and held him fast. When he did open his eyes and
jumped up it was broad day, the sun having been awake
for two good hours. He quickly aroused his companions,
and after a humed breakfast, the voyage was resumedA more leisurely pacfe was foUowed than the night before
meir progress was uneventful until the middle of the after-
noon. At this time a surprise was met with which very
nearly put an end to the career of at least one of the three
They were proceeding along close to shore enjoying a little
spurt of speed, when they suddenly shot pasta tiny little
bay hidden from view, in the approach, by a thickly wooded
pomt of land. Imagine the consternation of the lads when
they beheld a canoe beached high, around which loUed three
redskms, one of whom was instantly recognized as ' The

The savages were as much startled by the sudden ap-
pearance of the boys as they were. ' The Rat,' however
instantly recovered his presence of mind, and quickly
raising his gun took a deliberate aim. The two brothers
bent to their paddles, but Francois, seeing the redskin's
threatemng move, shipped his, and seizing a gun aimed it
at the party on the shore indiscriminately and pulled the
trigger. The reports of the two guns sounded as one.
*ran90is cap was knocked off his head, into the water
by the enemy's buUet, but he himself was uninjured'
TTie savages did not get off so easUy, for ' The Rat ' clutched
his chest, let fall his gun, and feU in a heap to the ground.
His companions, who by this time had seized their firearms,
took hasty aim at the boys just disappearing around the
pomt. Iransois resumed his paddle when he saw ' The
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Jederates and sarig out to his companions
:Duck your heads (or your lives I

"

lesS^abo'^Xr p'f"*' !^^ '^'^ •'""«- i'-^d harm-
It t °""- ^^^0^ those on shore could reloarf

auop Se:^"
"' °' ^'•'" '"'^ P"""'^ '^^^'j--y

whiiu** t,«'5*i
no landing was made, one of the lads sleenine

TwH ^? ?u^"
^"^^ "'«*«* °" •*>« «^oe. Finally at dawn

ih^K • k/*"'
"^" *** ^""'•"'d. and there, far away tow^dthe bnghtenmg east, their wearied eyes ^ught a riC

out thl"^'.-** °^P?^^'r J"""
^°^ >^t«^- theylould ma^out the spires of the Cathedral and the convent of 7h!

IV'^-'-J^"'^'' ^°"^' ""d the?^dart«l ta?o the waceftil basin before the city, and with a cheer ?nr tt,^ a
floating proudly from th^e' Fort aCve them th y fJ^fhappy and safe, their journey ended. ^ '^

11



CHAPTER XVI

DESCRIBES A GLAD HOME-COMING AND THE LAST

APPEARANCE OF THE ENEMY.

Up the steep street) from the Lower Town strode the three

travellers. Arriving at the Chateau St. Louis, they stacked

their guns in a convenient comer by the door, and, entering,

requested an interview with the Governor. A full hour was

consumed in waiting. All chafed at the delay, especially Jean.
"

I wish we had gone home first," he complained. " This

is the first of June. Father and Uncle Onnesson are in

trouble to-day, and our place is with them."

Pierre sighed as though fully agreeing with his brother's

expression. He, however, put on a brave front and

answered boldly

:

" For shame, Jean ! You will never make a good soldier.

Our duty to the King and Colony comes first, our personal

afiairs second. It is only right that we should march to

our superior's headquarters and report immediately upon

our arrival."

Francois raised a warning finger.

" Hush 1
" he said in a low tone. " Whoever it is that

has been interviewing the Governor for the past hour, he

is leaving now."
The knob of the door of the inner room turned and

presently an officer passed out hurriedly. The boys were

then summoned to enter. They found Frontenac busily

engaged at his desk with a pile of papers. In a few seconds,

he looked up at the lads standing before him and recognized

them with a st?- . of surprise. Francois saluted, and step-

ping forward a pace said :

" Your Excellency, we have returned within the hour
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spS^ '^"*'^ ^ ^""* ^ ''^ '''PP*'^ ^""g^i'le the first

•'We wo^d also state to your ExceUency that the furfleet came through to Montreal without mishap "

JfV^. '^^ ""^'^y ""*" ^ "n« ^th his companionsat the same time raismg his hand to his head.

left th^m i!,^f^^
''^ "^^ captured a score of redskins andleft them bottled up m a cave for safe-keeping. We shouldhave brought them to your Excellency to sei^e aThoSs

mJ'Jf,^c7^T^'^*^°^^ ^"^^^ "P^^e*" » a state border-mg 0,1 stupefaction. As the boys awaited his greeting

pSle a^d'^^"*
•" °'«\^%Ws face turn crimsfn, the^nS l^rn^n

"'•"'"
fv.*^

^?'*'*^^'* ^t^'l °"t « bold
reiiei. Accompanymg these alaimmg symptoms was aqmvenng of his whole burly frame, and a g^pinglndchoking as though he could not get his bre^Th^e^
fr^htened at the sight, was about to run for as^ista^^'when he saw that the great man was induing ta a fi? oftitamc laughter. A moment later, and the Ixplo^ve sta«

Ztr^'^^i. ff-^' l"^*
*°rth into a sonS^d^memment that fairly shook the roof.

ev«Ho w'/ *••* "^aged finally to ejaculate, "mineeyes do not deceive me, then, and I reaUy see my gallantscouts back safe and sound !
" Another gale of kSrei^ued. He then a,ntinued. as though^xhibittg theJads to an unseen audience :

thlt^^^^H*^^ ^^u y""*^ ""^^^^ t° *«» tl»e dangers

Sed mf^t
""^ ^y

}"'i^ •
^^° ^°°« ^d 'inaided

t^f^ ZVt. P^'P"*^ ""^^^^ expedition
; who enabled

coW ™n ? ^?^ ,*'^°"8''' ^*^ th"^ ''r°"ght relief to a

vSrL&'i,,*'^'?:'^*-.^'* "°* '=°"t^"t ^th these

thlXi ^' ^^^^ °'?*^"^'* '*^^« °^ ^l^nce and betook

ad^^rS T^y" P"''^** undertaking full of risk and

I «.^S^^^' ^ "^ ^?^*- "^"^ I a hundred like you,
1 could dispense with all military aid, bring the savaees

^liTfll'V^'J^J^^"""' ^d bid defian« To Tfheenemies of the Colony !
"

,4

I
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Arising, his face aglow with joy and admiration, he ap-
proached the boys and embraced each one heartily.
"Welcome back, mes amis, my thoughts have been often

with you during your absence. I have had many mis-
givmgs as to your success and safety, but it seems no task
IS too hard for you to accomplish. The whole city has
been nngmg with your praises since the furs arrived. I
shall have to look sharp and not let your fame reach the ears
of the Kmg," he added with a twinkle in his eye, " or I
shall find myself removed some fine day, and three youth-
ful governors appointed in my place."

In obedience to his request, Francois briefly sketched
their haps and mishaps since leaving Quebec. Frontenac
did not interrupt *his recital, save by an occasional sno-:
of alarm at the danger related, or a grunt of satisfaction
on hemng how each peril was escaped. When the speaker
described the clever stroke whereby their enemies were
left imprisoned in the cave, his self-control gave way and
he laughed long and heartily. When the story was finally
ended, he embraced them once more with a rough show
of feeUng that amounted almost to affection, and u++ered
words of praise that made the boys' ears tingle with delight.
He even examined Jean's pockets in playful mood to see
as he explained, if he did not have a few live Indians con-
cealed therem.
At length he resumed his natural manner.
" I must not be selfish," he exclaimed, glancing at the

big clock m the comer, " and keep you here when you are
eager to get home to see those who love you and anxiously
await your coming. From what I hear, your arrival is veiy
opportune, for, Uke many others of our traders, your father
and uncle have been in deep trouble. A sight of your
faces, though, wiU change aU that. Now go, and return
at this hour to-morrow, and I shall have something of
interest and importance to teU you." With these meaning
words, he dismissed them, and the three lads departed on
theur homeward way.

Meanwhile, a far different scene was being enacted within
the walls of the sombre dwelling of Antoine Bordeleau,
the boys father. A sleepless night had been passed by
him and Jacques Ormesson. The same sun that, peeping
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open-eyed and careworn in theirTn ^^V"^" ""^^ 'ving
fast was indeed a gloomy meal TnH !" T^'^^ ^^'^ break!
he table had beeS cle^^d ttrflC'f? '" 1«««- After
mto two great chairs. A lenltfe ^T^'^*'^ "^^«^y
roused hmiself, and tuminVto^,?^ ^^^^' °^ ^^e bo)^

" Well, num ami, the hour nl^
companion, said : ^

We have struggled and hStdT '", ?'^"* *° strike.
seems that is tl be denied^ ^ t

^'^^^^ ^<"" '««ef, but it

success The blow Cld be lea^at? l^"""^ ^<='''«^&
^v^th^us." he concluded. ^'lot^'Sli^fjt^^^^fi

fee^ ' ^elhS^dtl'^SS ^'^^ "^^^^ ^^^ <^-Pcalamity the present might b£»1^ ^""'^f *° ">««* any
known uture with ho^^aidl^e,^,"';-^*^ ^^*=« the un-
know of their safety ev^ wl rZT*'""'-

^''^ ^« but
amvaJ with patience " ' ''°'^*^ ^^^it their later

to fm?ttr*iVtL&s?iJ.r °^ *^- -*-pt
but I fear that they haveS V^V° ^^f* t^is blow

;

they arrived at MichiliniacldSc ^ T ^''^ ^^^^ ^hen
plenty to have found the skSf;n7^? ^^""^ ^"^ time in
.,An hour of moody quiet foUowtS/.f*"™'^ ^^« now."

srlent and.stil] as the^,S^™^'/^ two figures sitting
glanced at the clock. iHL^n,,^ '^^^ 0™esson
arc«e and looked out of the^doS^^'' *° *^^'^«- "e

theym^rh^SvJr^feS-^-i^Perchance

A loud knocking at the street door was heard, aad
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presently Reni Poucard entered the room. He bowed
with a deprecating air, although in his eyes there gleamed
a look of triumph, as he read the despair plainly written
in the countenances oi the others.

" Bon jour, messieurs," he exclaimed in a cheery voice.
" You see, I am punctual ; in fact, a little ahead of time,
as it lacks yet ten minutes to the hour."

" Ten miimtes will make but little difference to us,"
replied Antoine Bordeleau roughly. " Proceed with your
legal formalities and have the matter over with."
^Poucard shrugged his shoulders.

1;.
" Pardon, messieurs, but I do not wish to take advantage

of you b^ even one moment. The witnesses to my formal
demand for paymeht are just behind. We must wait for

them, anyway."
Another knock, peremptory and oiHcious, reverberated

through the house, and presently two officers, the expected
witnesses, appeared. ITiey bowed rather awkwar(% and
stood together in one comer of the room. All eyes were
directed toward the clock that showed five minutes before
the noon hour. Ormesson took up his station by the
window and stared morosely out. His companion sank
back in his chair with an air of resignation.

The minute hand moved slowly. Four minutes to

twelve ! Bordeleau arose and paced nervously up and
down. Rend Poucard drew forth several documents which
he carefully unfolded, and laid them down upon the table

near which he stood. Three minutes to twelve ! The
rattling of a door soimded loudly in the ears of those
present. One of the officers coughed and shifted his

position uneasily. Ormesson still gazing down the street

gave a sudden start, and from his eyes there leaped a quick
sparkle of joy.

" Our own witnesses are coming," he said dryly.

Two minutes to twelve I Poucard cleared his throat,

and remarking, " They are late," picked up one of the

documents and prepared to read. He motioned to the two
officers to take their place beside him. They obeyed.

Bordeleau watched the proceedings listlessly. Or-

messon seemed to await the final moment eagerly.

One minute to twelve ! Poucard began reading the
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"f^/v **'%P^y™«"t of the money due to him •

words the sienificLrrnV tV,
'
S**'*?^^ ^om the man's

loiSd.L^i* « «.»te™tta. w„ hU pre,

noS* "^^ " *^' ^•'?*"''" '^"^d forth twelve str, e^

a sum sufficient to discharge tCdebfhe nu.h^H fh^^''^"'*

disappointmen'TLS'glh^'bSSkTdr,i:^'^^ ^'^^ 3*
summoninir th» +,„„

"'6 ""» oauiKed m his scheme and.

arrivS'^ Le^nir«^tS ''^"1
^^""T,^"

^'^°-
certainly, worthv sJ.n« T«, « ^^^ ^'"'' ""'''« youths.•"my. wormy sons of so fine a geMtahomme. thei^
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father. Then continuing, as he backed slowly toward
the door nibbmg his hands and smiling :

"
I am happy to

have been able so serve you, gentlemen, and am truly
rejoiced that I have been spared the necessity of insisting
upon my legal rights in the matter, a procedure that would
have been distasteful on my part, and one involving you in
considerable inconvenience. Should you again need my
assistance at any future time, do not hesitate to call upon
me ,• I shall always be at your service. Good morning 1

"

With a last bow he disappeared through the doorway,
closely followed by the two officers.

A sigh of reUef arose from all at his departure. Ormesson,
who had with difficulty restrained himselt during the man's
farewell words, gave 'a snort of disgust.

., T ^^^S^ '
" ^^ exclaimed, as he threw open a window.

Let us breathe some fresh air instead of that which has
been polluted by that beast's presence. Thank fortune,
we have done with him ! Never again shall we get into
his clutches." Then putting one arm affectionately about
Jean, who stood trembling with joy and feasting his eyes
first on his father and then on his uncle, and drawing
Pierre toward him with the other, he continued :

" It has been like the fable of the lion entangled in the
net and liberated by the mouse. We were captive and
helpless m the legal web cast around us by the grasping
usurer and you have been the Uttle mice, you three boys
who hive gnawed us free. It is not always the strong
and mighty in this world who accomplish large results.
You arrived just in the nick of time. I caught sight of
you hurrying along, as I stood despondently looking out of
yonder window, and I knew that we were saved, that Le
bon Dieu had not deserted us in our extremity."
The worthy trader hugged the brothers tightly m the

excess of his emotion, at the same time casting a grateful
look at Fran9ois.

The midday meal was a merry one, as the reunited
family, which included Fran9ois in its atmosphere of affec-
tion, gathered once more about the great table. The
dinner was necessarily prolonged, as the older men stopped
between bites to ask numerous questions, which the boys,m turn, ceased eating, in order to answer. At length every-
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Pierre, gave ^detaikd ™n« ^-^ *^* ^^^^ ''««^"«g ^th
happen^ sincrS w"^f?*'^^'=«'':!?* °^,'^ *•>«' had
grew tired, Jeai tcSk tt^ fkl Ik ^*? ^^ *''^«'" brother

finally Fr^^iThL ?«™ "^*w°i *•"* narrative, and
tale. Thel?^wo listenln J'"l**f*^''^

adventurous

Bordeleau drew Tean tn h™ , iTtJ ^. *™^s Antome
embrace, wX&Lo5™vWJ?*V

''™- *^^* *" "^ ^°^*"8

excitement underS he iro„f.H^
enjoyment and the

oints in an alanninrm^ner f^,h^ ^"u^^ ^^ ^^er-
up of the IndianTin th^^

Fmally, when the bottling

h&nself no lon^, bufbS."forJh -^f' ""f
™/*^ ""^^^

back in his chfir andlauS nntn t"*"/ ^'^ guffaw lay
tears coureed dowj^^hfa& "

ife f "Ik ***f^v^'^
*^«

was no less amused akhmlth L J^ 1
^"^^^1.°^ ^^^ ^5^

in a more quietvSv' ThSh *^P'^yed Ws merriment

the storyLoS^eIcH^^^^ "^^"^y ^"""^^^ «
his share ofpSttheh^Hc fX^"^^ ^^'°^ ""^'^^^'^

warm-hearted imniilsn,« k™, ""'""uness, i^erre for his

guesse. Old MsSco^^r'?h.^'' ^T ^ ^ '^'^^^^

tion, coming froin thos^?f!; Jh^ words of commenda-
hearts of the laS ths^ tW ":?!'

"^^""^ *^««'*«'- ^ the
of theGovlraorhadten*'*' '^''^ '^P'"^ ^PP^^^^J

anSe%aS'^,rg» l^iul^r T^^^^^from the outside world i,nmT;"^f.ir *?* *^^ *^ shut in
while thus engSe^S ha^Ti^ "J-

the passage of time
come in eameft a seL„?Sl,^K?'?^'??P/ ^«" "ight had
v^thout i^SlptogTSrSuSts^o^***' '^'^ disappeared

^dowy humanStX^^eJ^ar^Si^r!
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The figme, findijg itsdf discovered, advanced a couple ofP^ o*?.*'^''*'
revealing the weU-known features offhe Rat. This sight brought aU of them to their feetm wonder Md alarm, the boys feeling instinctively at their

^d>
hunting knives, the only weapons within

The half-breed saw this motion, and raised his arm ina graceful movement of protest.
' Have no fear," he said, and hU voice, although deepMd guttural m tone, sounded faint and weak " ' TheRat comM to you now in peace. He has b^iried the

hatchet and only wishes to say fareweU—forever." At
this last word his face contracted as though in mortal painand he wavered unsteadily on his feet. Recovering him-
self with an effort, he continued while his glanos was
directed toward the two younger lads :

T I'y^/}^'^^ struggled with one another and you have won
I tried to prevent you from taking what was mine by right,
although not according to white men's law. The fiirTwe
both sought w_ere given me by my father, your uncle, before
he died. A look of pride flashed from his eyes as he thusdaimed kmship with them. "We have been enemies
but I Iwve not sought to harm you. I could have kiUedyon a dozen times, but I would noi because part of thesame blood that flows through your veins flows throughmme I hated you because I knew you despised the out-
cast In^, and would gladly have seen you die at thehands of my companio: s, but you wer« safe from mine.As for you here he directed a malignant look toward
Francois, I felt differently. I tried fr ^iU you but
missed my ami. Yours was better." Ai is he threw
open his blanket, revealing an ugly looking ound in his

^kn
*^°^ moment staggering as though from

Jean uttered a low cry of pity, and pouring some brandy
hastily mto a glass hastened to him. ' The Rat ' gulped
us contents down eagerly.

" The fire water warms my body, but your kindness to
tHe poor Indian warms his heart. I thank you." Re-
turning the empty glass, he rearranged his blanket " Be-
fore another sun rises. I shall be on my way to join my
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when I was a dSdJ^ ^h-. m"";:
"^ '^'^ ">« baptiied

jj
„ as a papoose

, the black gowns will not forbid

wa^s^lte^dfy some^ete t"'"*' V^-^
'-'' »' P"<^

Jean's troubled fac^ai-^Tfi^H^"?^' ^i"? '^J''^ ^U "PO"
was gone. Itwi^Auv .^'^'"! ^l**'"*

°^ 'a^ewell, an<fhe
from the smpri^ St hZT ^^"'l^V one recovered
to act. S^ tw. ,!^^ *^^"' speUbound sufficiently

tu^ed' ^'out'^haS? Sove"ed":^v°";-
'"* ^" ^^

s^^ ^pSse.">2SS^f^ ""



CHAPTER XVII

A CONVIVIAL CHAPTER DEVOTED TO REWARDS AND
HAPPINESS

A MESSAGE from the Governor was received during break-
fast saying that news of the approach of a ship from France
had reached hmi, and requesting that the lads postpone
their visit to the Chateau until the next day. This leftthe
boys free to do as they pleased. While finishing their meal
the sound of a signal gun from the Fort told of the arrival
of the expected vessel. They accordingly joined the
crowd at the water's edge, and finding their canoe safe were
soon paddhng toward midstream. A swarm of other
canoes had preceded them, whose owners were bent upon
gajnmg liberal fees for conveying passengers and goods
ashore. As the boys circled about leisurely surveying the
busy scene, they passed beneath the stem of the vessel
and for the first time learned its name. The two brothers
g^ye a simultaneous cry as they recognized it as the same
ship m which they themselves had arrived two years be-
fore. They drew nearer, and finding an unoccupied space
at the landing stage, they made fast their canoe and
hMtened aboard. The first person they met was one of the
oflicers, who mstantly remembered them and gave them
a hearty welcome. After a short conversation with him
they spent the remainder of the forenoon roaming about the
vessel, showmg Francois the tiny quarters they had once
occupied, and explaining many things that were strange to
him, for this was the first time he had ever set foot upon
a real ocean-going ship.

They returned home for dinner and found then- father
and Oimesson gready excited over a letter just received
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!,w^f^' ,
" r*!*" Z]^' '""" * ""'^J fi"n for a certain

?,Z^°* '"2 *° '^ *,"PP*^ *"* y«"^. the profits there-from being sufficiently large to insure them a very comfort

S^L 1^':.
"*"'=^

^"F' **>^ ^^^y had ever enjoyed

f^rt«n;
.^''* engaged in discussing their great giodfortmie a messenger arrived from the Governor invitingthem all. mcludmg the three lads, to be presenVat a dinne?he proposed gi^dng at the Chateau that evening L honour

vi,l mTh '^
°^*'lt

^'18'' '"''P- This delightid them d
fhl^w**', ^^ ^^ afternoon was spent in preparing

event
^ ^^ P"*"''"* ^ anticipation of ihf

thil* f™15'°?!'"
hour they repaired to the Chateau, which

^2l^ ^"'"•^ ^^^ '«•'*" *he air humming «dth the

?^,.S T^ «"^'*; ^ *h« prominent Vple ofQuebec were there
: the Intendant, the officers of the garri-

f^^ni^P ?w!!*"' ^^"^ 8"^ uniforms, many of the lefdSg

^fT- *1^'' *'""' *'^'*' ^hile even the gobd Bishop him-

iv^*^^ *'?''" '^'P*^** *° the Governor, they con-

rt^r,T\'^°'^ acquamtances, the boys hearing with

suS A^^n^r^^
compliments upon theHecent

^^ry.^} length aa were summoned to the largest room

Sihh- i^''"'7^^ ^^ ^" *"™«d into a dicing hTHere the boys found, much to their suiprise that seatshad been assigned to them near the head^ the taWe dos^to those of the Governor and other dignitaries Hem7^good who esome food was provided, prepared in a slvoU
^^\^°A F^ntenac, among his maSy r' easingSnesses had a fondness for good cooking. Wme w^
liberally supplied to those who preferred ^ but TheSwere provided with some exceUent Normaii cider Z
,nH i^lff K ^"^ "*,^ '^ *^o^- ™^y toasts were drunkand speeches of welcome and appreciation exchaKed.

sp^ffiilence^sTdT
""" °"" "•'^^' ^^ ^^ ^ ^

" Many famous names have passed our lips this niehtmes amts and many valorous deeds recount^ perfoSm our beloved France
; but we have among us th^te

^Tt^ 0,H''w'?i\"' Pr*^ '"' •^»' limit^^tol^
sou of the Old World, but flourish as weU in the more
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Tn v«?f^ ^ u*?-
^Their accomplishments is already known

mnni»n* '^6™"0'»- Here the great man paused a

ffreat clapping of hands ensued, the ladies present wavingtheir handkerchiefs vigorously Frimcois s^mm,^ 7^*
easily in his chair at belTg thus'brouK o?ubT notk"e"

Sd k;^' "hT^
"'

^'^'J°
^°°^ unconcerned, Cd uS'and kept his eyes glued to iaa plate. lean all a-trimhi.«ath excitement also dropped Ss head.^i m^S tocast a side-long glance at h& father and ui^cle wbw^ mSin^faces appeared near the lower end of the t^e ThfGovernor continued :

lue laoie. ine

disDlived'^anH" f?"*.*^''^
appreciation of the manly spiritaispiayed and the risks run by our youthful friends anumber of those most directly tenefited by theS' ofth« season s stock of furs have made up a p\u^ c^^inia hundred louis and deputed me to prewm it

" H^i^fdrew from his capaciousWet a neXSrlered p^'and leanmg over dropped it lightly ujin the table SiW
?ro^'tr*°"^t^ ^y'- ^ ''»e« voluS^e of appla^bSfrom the assembled guests. Frontenac made^aSi er^reattaegesture and silence ensued. "But therv ;« ,»* i ^i,-

*

someoifidd token of appreciation^"Aft'^nlXuSt'fMoM^ur I'Intendant and some of my officere I Wdecided to organize a company of scoutsLsS of atom
T'\^^ "'^"' *° ^ ''n°^n as 'The Little Rerii^e^r

Icrrs^'^Canrn*"^
and

.
supervision of*the fSng

H^rl?.;,. c^lT F"^?""* Ledun, Lieutenant PierrlBordeleau, Sub-Lieutenant Jean Bordeleau lie com

^hThi' wo^s"th'^r'^^'r ' hei^bTdeliv^lheT"

anH hin^^"^ ^H G°v«""«- drew forth the documentsand had them passed to the boys, who sat stunned withsurprise and happiness. He then sat do,^ aSSi^hedeafenmg plaudits of his guests, who thororhirZoyed
the embarrassment of the lads.

"'"ugmy enjoyea
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KSSr ''" '"*"'*^'"'* '^' •»'» »«"<««8 hit

"A heaJth to ' The Little Regiment,' and its callant

?h^f-"' \*.°n?**
'•"'* ^"^ responded to by aU Uh eSthusiasm When tlv o.nfusion subsided, Ae bow foundaU eyes directed on them expectantly, as though^wSsome response. Jean thereu^n nudg^ Pime and P I,^!

rt"tftoW% '''' f'-^i"8 there w^^'^SS'S
the^«t of^h, .; °';"">°"'i

'^*«'d to the Governor wd
•' YoTr eLc^I;

"'•'' T^ '"""«p!nR to stammer forth :

his'^rtfomp&o!:; te ""'' ^''""*'''» ""-^ -'»

an?^d I**""
'*'""^ "''• ^"' ^'"' ''"*'"S. cleared his throat

" I cannot make a spee-li, I can only sav that all thi.fuss IS about a very small matter. We d?/ but do w'?
Jean found when he aros,^ ihat something was tl vaf,with his knees, they knocked against eadi oth"- u ',;,;

S^h^r"'"!™"?"^^- "•* "^d. too was aa "wW
'

^ii i^ *u*^ff"
'nspiration. however, seized I^V "

..:rawed his half-emptied glass, his eyes sparidmg\na

S|;!gTj;^';''*'"«
"P "^ '"«' ^'' '^^^^ » ^

" -

Colony r^ aI^^Z ^'"I'^^l'
^^' ^^«' '^^ °" belovedi,oiony I At these patnotic words every man snranirto his feet with a cheer, and every glass dinl«^^^^

the first Governor's dinner the boys had ever attend^JPromptly at the appointed hour next dly helhree
ChS^«. °""t1*'''"^^^*^ ^ Frontenac's privateUm at the

'• r^H I?' ^^^ "5^^ ^"'=''^«' them most SoS
BorddTat!"°jr^'i^^P!f^t**^"" ^^ LteutS
^^,f • 1,1

^^ exclaimed with a cordial smile and afS "^^ ""t ^y"- ^ •>« Pe^«ived thelads^^n-

^t\^ ^'Sf.
^""^e?^. by their new titles. "1 Ct

£piSweu5'* '
'•''^'P"''"" '"'* ''''* P«^*"t you ^*

nf Ti,iru*5?
^'^^ °****'' rainnured their acknowledgmentsofthiskmdlygreetmg. Motioning them to be s^S! {he
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SS^V.'l^lf*^ "/ J^ '^"^ ^^ father and m.de
'

tared. The boy then related the scene that had trinTspired on thoir arrival home. Frontoiac w«VeXamused on thus learning of the monTfend^^ dTs^oS

At l™^ l,*""""^
^^ '^"K^^'J *° ^ heai^'s CM.At length his memment subsided, his face sobered aSd

^^^:i^^ t° 'n°'-e serious matters '
^^

orieiSv'"to"int'^* ^ ^'T"^ y*^" """"^ ^t this hour was

over to vo« vn^r^
^"^ °*-y°"' appointments and handover to you your commissions. All that, however was

a weuTr^?nfH*;
^^ ^y- *^°"«''- '«>** my ideIoThk^^'^a weU-tramed bocy of scouts is a serious one. The oS

led r".„^trf 'I'^P'^y^- r**
the success hitherto met^wrth

n^l.^niV^'^'^^y u"
^ *he officers of this important company nicknamed by, me 'The Little Regimlnt.' I w™h

vourZftn "J*
'^- ""r^

y°'''^'^« ^t oncT^d devotraU

anH vl *J^"'"S. *h«in- as I expect to caU upon you

d^vfw II *
'J!"^^'" ^T ^"Pervision they will quicWy

memSs of tt r^ f"^ '^'^^^ ^ organization^as themembers of the recent
; edition showed themselves tobe cowardly and weak, x shaU stand as readyTrlward

P«
one case as I am now about to punish in the other "

As the speaker paused, Jean asked ^hTtroubled face •

.

Pardon me. Your Excellency, but what do you mtend

notTe?oo*srer:'?.°
'"'"^ *° ^^^^^^ ' ' ''"^ "-^

clSi^rreSS S:S.er*
'"^ ^"^ ^' ^ ^^

rZl^""^^
"** °? ^ T"^ privileges for one year and in-

t,^^ k'^I^IT^" ^?^y °^ ^^^'y private soldier who

theTtat Th^'-'^'l '^r""^
th«ir drills and reductagthen- pay. The rmgleaders, to the number of twenty Ihave had placed in chains and closely confined sirMtLirreturn, and shall ship them back as jiisone^ ta^v^lthat amved yesterday, with a requelt to His MajestyXthe send me men in the future, not cowards " ^

qufcir*"^"^ '* ^'"^ """^ "°''^' P*"^*^ ^
;• Wiat ^^ happen to them when they reach France ?Will they not be disgraced forever ? " f >wicc r
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heteffl r'*'
"''^'^ ^'«''* *« f-t'^^s of Frontenac as

If theXgt;pSt''rto ^ .^'^i
^'"^^ >'- have ?

content to grant them a rM^^n ^ °u, '''J?*°'"'>
^^^ may be

on one toee he seiieTpCenac^hlf""' "^^ ^'"P^^^

one of them, and woSd Sve doL'l^- "^Z*
heart, every

been for the wild tJes Murtd int^
1*^^"" "^"'y ^^ " "<«

are married. Have pitv o^^i,^™?"^'^-
Some of them

chUdren and spare^heS this ?erl7^^"°**"* ^^^^ ^d
frame quivered witnmoHn„'""u^.,'''^erace." The boy's
eyes. Gulping dCi a^hT' ''^^ **^ «*°«d i" his

lencyhasbLnVea^d Waii'oriC'*^^ ^J°"^ Excel-
us with rewards. althSnoTe wJr! "'i*'!?'*

''^ ^''°^ered
If you have ready coiSderedwW ^v.''^'*

^"^ "' expected,
of compensation^do no? I tlv vo? rT ^T ^' ^"^^y
now make. Release these mJn'^^' f^

*''^ '^""^^^ I
honour. Give them one more ianr^J *^^f" ^'""^ dis-
are indeed true soldiers of FrSe n^/T'^ ^^^^ ^^^^
members of ' The Little Kati^^: T.*^^

*h«n» *« "s as
and guarantee to you ha?T^w-, )^* ^ *^^» them
pr^worthy and ffiut blie " ""^^ ^'"""^ ^^ ^^

he ended he^ffiStJf!^f ^^t^ned. When
heartay but silently, as a waviof

*° ^^'^ embraced him
Fmally. holding the bly aT^"! wTr^P* "^^^ ^^''

Your ci^el^ f^tred"^h'f^"^ "^ ^"^^ a son !
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inhabitants enjoyed the healthy sleep following a day of
honest toil. In the Ch&teau, the Governor, possessed of a
mind at peace with all the world and a consciousness of
having dealt mercifully, sat far into the night working
at his desk by candlelight over official papers. Within their
gloomy house Antoine Bordeleau and the worthy Ormesson
talked and planned until day concerning the new and happy
future that had suddenly brightened for them, while over-
head, lost in youthful slumber, lay the three brave lads
dreaming of their coming adventures in command of
" The Little Regiment."

THE END.

Printed by J. W. Ruddock & Sons, Lincoln.
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