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INTRODUCTION*

ysf

[Beatrii, or rather tlic first two part? of the novel, appeared

in /.(- ^iirjf, April l:; tu '.'(i and May 10 to 19, 1839, with

the sub-titlo, "()u h's Amours Forces." The same year, but

witli the (late is 10, it was i<sue(l in two volumes, divided into

tlnve parts ami twenly-scvi'ii ihapters. hi ISl'.', with chapters

su|pjHcsst'd and some sliLdit (•lian<,a's. it entered the "Scenes

d' la Vie I'rivec"" of the •(\)iiicdy." The third part, "Un
Adultere Retro^prciii'." was jiulilished in Lr Mcssager, De-

eemlxT VI. IM I. to ,I,inuary '.'.'5, \S\'>, undiT the title "Les

I'etits Maneires (rune iM'iiinii' Vertweuse." In 1845 it was
!ifd in two vnlumcs, alon.<,' with "L'n Premieres Arnies

(i un Lion" (anotiier name for "•Autre fitude do Femme"),
hut under tiie title of '"La Luno de Miel." Its two parts and
fifty-nine short ehapters w^re sui)j)ressed when, the same year,

it was made the last part of "Beatrix" and entered the

"Comedy." The old Baron (iurnie will be mentior.eil in the

"Choiuins." hut Calystf and the rest of the family praetically

disappear. Their lireton frii'n(N also share this fate,

althougli the name of Kcrirarnuet has already become fa-

miliar, and the Clievalicr du Ilalira lia^ been encountered in

'"Fa Bourse," Ml'o. dfs Tom lies and Claude Vi^non are

known to us. throuiih "Ilonorine" particularly, and the

Portendueres throuLdi '"Frsule MiroiK't." The ^larijuis

dWjuda-Pinto ha- lnvn montioned in "Fa Femme Aban-

donnee" and will fiLruro in '"Pere Goriot" and elsewhere.

Thr (irandlieu family has been mot in "Gobseck"; La Palfe-

rine made a momentary ajipcaraiue in "La Fausse Maitresse."

* t'oiiyright, WUli, by Tlioma.s Y. Crowell i Cum[)aiiy.

(is) (Vol. XIII)



X INTRODUCTION

C'onti. Abl)t' Rro>sftti'. (lie Man|iii- ilc I?(iclicfi(l(>. Couture,

iiiul liiiiiccri't ;i|i]ii';ir nr arc iiiiMiii'Hii il in a iVw other novi'ls.

r>i.\iou, lilnndci. ('aiiali>. .Maxim*' ili' 'rraiilc,-. a.~ well a> the

artists and courtc.-an.- incntinnnl. laril no further intro-

duction. I'.calnx hcr.-clf and Mine Schonlz arc met with

several tinier. Ii i- izencrally admitted ihal Ucatri.x and

Conli rcjirc-cut tlic ('(iunlt'>s (l"A,i:ouii and Li>t/.. tliat Claude

\'i^nioii is the critic <iu.~tave I'hiiiclif. and that Caiiiillc

Manpin, or Mile, do 'I'Miicho. i- •(icirLT" Sand." with a

to\i(h |ierliaii> (d' .Mme. tie Staid. It appear^ aUo that Balzac

ill llii> nn\( 1 borrowed |iliraM'.-- and .-entence.- from his friend

(iautier. and somewhat imitated his stvle. I

Writing' to Mau'. Ilan-ka apropo- of the lirst parts of

"Beatri.x." P>alzac ((uiiplaincd bitterly of the puritanical

I'ditors of Li Sii'ic who had cut out Miinc ihin^is he liked,

and eollfcs^cd that he wa> not "Iniinn.r en faisant Hiatrix."

Aliout the -anie time he u lott' the ruunte-- l-jnile (iui<lol)oiii-

Visoonti. the •Sarah" lo whom the novel was dedicate<l:

"Here are the jirooj' nf lli'iilri.r—that book on which yoii have

made ine be-tow an all'eciidn I have never had for any other

book and which has been the ring by which we have knit

(f'lii) our friendshi))." Smnc of the npp.jsin;;- feelings

e.xpenenccd iiy tlu- author with regard to his novel have

doubtlcr-- been felt by his rcailers. Part- of it seem worthy

(d" the alVeciidii Ralzac boi'c it: ie writing other parts he

appears to have been far frnm lirureiix—whether we take the

word as eipiivaleiit to ""happy" or to ""lucky." However

till- may hi', it is quite settled, from I'.alzac's avowal to ilmo.

llaii>ka. that the Couutos dWgoult ami (ieorge 8and are

the heroines of the ^to^y. and that the latter v.'as iiiuiiensely

jileased at lieiiig ai)le thmugh it tn take ""a little piece of

Vengeance on !ier friend." The pleasure of George Sand

niav not. ncxcrtheless, be ourri.

(Vol. XII 1)



IXTRODr( TION xi

Although it \v;is wriiicii at a period wlion, according to

many critic-. I>iil/a( was nut (i(jiii^- his best work, it may be

doubted ulietlier the (ijieiiing \-.1'j:i':- dI' "Heatrix'' have been

surpassed in their kind anywliere in tlie "("oiiiedv." How
superldy liritlany. and the primitive town of (iuerandc. and
the sill! more primitive family (d' du (iuenic are set litd'oro

us! 'I'lie author o| the ••('houan.s" ami "In Drame an Bord
de hi .Mer" ha.- .-urpas^ed his former eH'orts. 'i"he jxramh-ur

of the de.-ohite -leiiery vies with the jrrandeur of the simple,

loyal people who -^o about their daily tasks unmindful of the

fact that there is a busy world beyond the confines of their

province. Yet the world comes to them, and we have a drama
instead of an idyll. If Calyste had married Charlotte de

Kerirarouet. the ajfed IJarou would doubtless have lived longer,

and the fair I!arone.-s. old Jllle. du Guenic and lu'r friend

]\Ille. de Pen-Iloel. the Cure, and the Chevalier du ILalga

would I'.ave gone on j)laying '•mouehe"' indefinitely, ami the

world W(udd have possessed an almost unsurpa,ssed idvU.

But it was not to be. Calyste, child of nature though
he is, lias in him a strain of blood that rebels against the

primitive life marked out for him. The snake in his Eden
is that most modern of women Felicite des T(mches, alias

Camille Maupin. the celebrated writer. The poor bov is

dazxded by the glimpse he gets of Parisian culture and luxury,

and falls in lovt- with a woman old enough to be his mother
and strong enough to hold him olf although she loves him.
Then sensuality in the person of Beatrix makes a i)rey of

liim, and the tiuenie paradise is wrecked. Surelv we have
here a most striking conception. It is the combat of the new
with the old, of the present with the past, set in a unique
frame. It is the eternal drama of innocent youth struggling

in [he coils of fate.

'^ t have We profited by ol)taining a drama when we might
have had an idyll ^ The reader must answer this ([uestion

(Vul. XIII)



XII iNTRonrcnoN

for liinisclf. hut it may hr a.--iiiiic(l tli.it iiianv An^^rJo-Saxons,

wliL'ii \\wy find thai '•|!rati'i\" is in jiarts an enlarged and
i-oiiicwhat \arie(l edition of "I^a I'Viimic Ahandonni'f,"" ui

'

JVtp<jnd in tliu iiupitivc. On liie oUicr iiand, readers wlio

oiijoy analysis will [.erliaps lliinl< lliat Ualzae has analyzed
till' characters (d' lelirite an<l Heatrix ami deserihed their

coinplex relations uilh marvelous skill. Tiie ehuraeteriza-

tion ol' Chiude \'ic:non and Conti may also please them, as

well as the remarkahle it" concise portrayal of the N'icountess

de Kergaroui't. If Ihey demand well-wrouLrht scenes, that in

which Calysle nearly murdei's lleatrix on the clilTs will per-

haps please them. and. as always in Balzac, they can find

t^hrcud comments on life. Whether they will think the

character of Caly.-te e.\ag;:craved, or whether they will agree

with M. Barriere in i-onsidering suhlime the maternal h)ve

of the Baroness, who wi.-hes to see her son make Beatrix his

mistress, must he left undetermined.

Critics have regretted that Balzae added a third part to

his story, which might well have concluded with Felicite

taking to her convent and Calyste signing his marriage con-

tract with Sahine de (irandlieu. They have also oijservcd

that while the first and second parts are scenes hotli of pro-

vincial !nd of private life, the third is as much ,- I'arisiaa

scene as one of dome.-tic misfortune. They have elt that,

whatever may be the merits of the third part, it doe.- not har-
monize well with the novel a- it stood in IS;3!). and this feeling

many readers have doubtles,- shared without knowing exactly
why.

The fact seems to he that Balzac made a mistake in not
treating '-Tn AdnlttTe Ketrospectif" as a seipiel to "Beatrix."
It was written several years later, it preserved practically

hut two of the old characters, it added a number of new
ones, it changed the scene to Taris, in the main, and it be-

eaine much more a story of intrigue. By a few tvpograph-

(Vol. XIII)



INIKUDICI ION Xlll

leal cliniiuf.- ivii(lfi> iiuilil !>.' iiiiidi' In Uv] th;it tlicy wviv

IHIU-III.U' It'll a liilillx cnll^lnitlril liiiNcl. liUt :i ^imkI lloVi'l lol-

l,,v,r(i i)\ liii iiitiTi-tiiiL; iit)\.'ii'ni', I'or alllimi-h its iiiulif

i.- iiiiplrasiiil. It i-aii lianily \ir druiiil that "'I'u Adiiltore

l,\-ini-jic(iir" huld.- .iiir'> atlriiiinii. Caiv.-ti' (.'xasiKTates

11- mild >\i' can >carrci_v undcr.-taiid Imw Halzac cnuld speak

(,l' liiiii ;i~ "-(Mpd anil ni.l.lr," and a- a Mnval and pori'ecl

•
••i III jciiian." l>ratri\ has hciiinu' ninri' id' a t-uurtt'.-an tlian

nf a "iVniini' a'nandnnnrc.'" Salanc in lici- clTDrt-^ to win

liaiiv liiT lii;-lian<l nia\ Mini tno lackinLT in spirit, ami also to

lie a \arialiiin nn lln' Itrtravi'd hrriiinc of tlu' juxcnilc "Wann-

Chliiff" and nn .\nuii>rnu' in "i^a Mair-nn du ('lia(-(iui-

i'fliiti'."' lUit ulictlii r nr mil wc like the leading idiaraclcrs

(ir tlif npcalrd .-itnalmn-. \\c nui>l cnnl'r^ that tlu' iiitriiruo

iiiaiiagcd liv Maximc de Traillcs and i.a I'altV'i-inr is Ldover

and inlci'c.-tinL'. ami that the description of .Mine. Schontz

and her M)eial aspirations is wurthy nf the author of the

"Splendenrs c| Misero." The novelette is not one that can

he reeoniniemleil t<> vounLT readers, hut "lleatrix"' proper is

eipiallv to he avoided hy then, while both the novcd and the

novelette will repay reading- and ic-reading <J'i the part of all

genuine students of the "Comedy.''

W. P. TnENT.

(Vol. xin)





BEATRIX

Zo SaniJi

In dear wcatlxT, (in tin- MiMliirrr.'iiican shoro. wIhti' fornicrly

your tiaiiu- licM <'li'j,'aiii sw.iy, ilic uaves soiiictiincs allow us to

litTi-i'ivc hciicaili the ini.-t nT uaifi's a vi;i-ilii\v4'r', "tic n{ Naturt-'s

liiastciiiii'ccs: tin' laicwuiU id" its tissue. tiiiL'fil with iHirplc,

russet, rose, violet, of UdM. tlie eris|iiiess ef lliat living lila>rree,

the vi'lvet texlui'c. all \alilsli as soeu as < tirinsity draws it forth

aud spreads It on the strand.

'riiiis would I lie v'lare id' pulilii-ity olTeiid your tidider modesty;

s(». In dedicatiii'.' this work to yciii. 1 must reserve a name which

wotild indeed lie its pride. Uiit under the slieltcr of this half

concealment, your superb hands may bless it. your noble brow

may bend and dream over it. your eyes, full oi' motherly love,

may smile upon It, since .voti are here at (nice present ami veiled,

lake that jicm of tlie ocean-L'ardeii, you will dwell on the tine

white level sand where your beautiful life expands, hidden by a

wave that is transparent only to certain friendly ;uid rcticeut

eyes.

I v.diild j;l;idly have laid at your feet :i work in harmony with

your perfections: luit as that was impossilile. I knew, for my
consolation, that I was cratifyiug one of your instincts by (jITer-

lUK you something to iirotect.

Di: Hai.zac.

PA]{T r

DUA.MATIS l'[:i;S()N-.K

FiiAN'CE, and more especially r.riltaiiy. still has some few
towns that stand tditircly dUtsidc ihe social niovcmcnt which
^rivcs a eharacler to the nineteenth century. K-t lack of rapid
and constanl ((unnniiiifations with Paris, connected onlv hv
an ill-made road with the prefecture or chief town to which

(0
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11ic-y licloii^', il

liy like II S]i((l;

iiiid wlicihcr ilicv

li'-r |i!,lrr-. hcilf .-ili -!(' inoiiiM'ti civilization na-
h. \ iii-r aiii.iziil, liiii I licv

li'iir It (If ||i;ll

" Hot aj)|;laui

f^i'lil'iil I" til'- aiili(|ii:iir(| iiiaiiiirr- (if u-liieli

Ihi' >Iaiii|i. Any -hh- w Im> -liniiM
i |-,i\,.l

III nt" it, tlicy remain

tlicy ]irc-('rv('

!-^ a iiinral arclia'iiLi-

{^|>t. ami -ti

Itf I III' UL'I- II

Iv iiMii iii~ir;i,i ,,| -n.iic-. iiii-ht iinij

l,i.iii~ W
Ihf lime nf 1,1.111- \ I

\'.

a picture
in ~Mmc \ illaL'c ul' I'rdvcncc, iliMt of

in ilic -Icpih- of Toil, ,11. [hat of vet
reiiioii r jc- 111 1 he heart o| I'.nll iiiv.

•'^'"~' "I' 'II'-'' places have f.illcii fr,,„, -ume -plemlor of
uliicli liiMory lias ke[it no rec.inl, l,ii,i,.,i a- it i> with facts
'""' ''"'^ niilier than maiiiirr-. hut nf uhich li,,. meniorv
slill Minive-, in ir.eliiM.n: a- in i'.iiiiany. where the ehar-
iiler of the people allow- iio fn f^i ^t f u 1 n, -s of anvtliiiii: that
"llcenis til

he caiiital

e Home ciiiini |-\

.

M IIIV o| i 'ics,. I ou IN iiave heeli

-"iiie mil,. Iciiiial tcrritory--a coiintv or a
'lii'ii.v ciapicre,! l,y the Croun. or hroken up hv inlieritors
'" ''t'aiilt of a .lire, 1 iiii;!,. I,,,,, '|-|„.„. ,|,,pri\,.,r,,f tl,,.!,. ,.,(..

tiviiy. thcH- hi'ad- heeani.' arm-: ih,. arm-. hiM-ft of mitri-
tioii. ha\e (Irieil iij, .-mhI iiieiviy \ ,-,! a I, • : ami within the-e
thii'ty years tlie-e ima-,- of remote tin

die out ami 'j:r<>w \,'rv rare.

lies are heiiiniiiim to

M oilern imlii-i i\ . ii.ilin- f,,r the ina>>i

iii.tr the creation- ,if .incieiit art, for its out
sonal to ihe piinha-er a- l,, ihe maker. W,' 1

;roes on (Jcstroy-

coiiie was as por-

iiowaila v- ; uc iii < loimcr ha \e works. I

ia\c jirijilnrts

>uiIiIiii,l;s |)lay a hir;:e
part 111 tlie pheiKinieiia of r,'t ro>p,.cti,)n ; !,ui to imlust rv,

ouililMie-s ari' sloiie-i|iia!piariie- ,,r -allpeire mines. ,)r storelu
for cotton. .\ i\\v years more aiiil t he-
lie tran>foriiicil. kn
icoiioi;-rapli\-.

e primitne towns will

own no more exeeptiii',^ in this lilerarv

One .,f ih,. tov. 11- wh.ae ijie phvsioonomy of the t'emlal
a-es is still most plaiiilv vi-ihle is ( hu'ramle. The name alone
Ulll I vvi\e a ilioii-aii'i nil

i-ts. ami thinkers u i

orie^ III ihe mimi of ])ainters, arl-

.n this nuhli

' m:'\ iiavi' l,i.,ji to t

dalit

le eoa •t and hav(
e gem ol f, nihility proudly perched where it
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roimii;iti(!~ the s,ini]-liill< iiin] the >lr,niil at low tide, (lie (np
lori'rr. :i^ It uciv. .if a trian-lc at who-r other points stand
1u,. not l(-> ciiriniis r(.lict>-- le Cnn-ic an. I I.. Mourjr dc Matz.
I'h-i.I. - Cu.-raiidc th.Tc are but two [.ia.-. \itn''. in tli.' v<tv
cfiitiv ..r ilnllanv. ami .\vi^Mi..n in i!i,. >,miiIi—uhich piv-
scr\i' tli.'ir im.lia'val asj.fi-t ami f.aiiin- iiilacl in ilic midst
"I' .>iir ( .iitiii'\

.

<.ii.'|-aii<l.' ]- t.) thi. day .•ii.-Ii.m.I l,y nii-lity walls, its wi.lc
'"""" aiv full nf u,,t,.|-, ii- l,;,til.'iii,ii!-- aiv mil. n. ken. it.s

'""l'''"l'- ••II-'' iii't lill<il 11]. Willi -hnil.-, il,,. i\y |,;i< ihn,\v,i ii„

inanllc .,\it it- r.aind aii.i M|iiaiv t.>v.. rs. h h:\< ihr r-xU'>

wh.T.. th.' rinirs may -till l.r >,,n r..r ^ll>|..ndill...• ih.. ^port-
cullis; it i> .•111, .pel ,.\iT drawhrid.L^'-; ..!' limh.T sIhmI with
iron, whi.-h cmM 1... rai-..!, ih.ai.-li ti^y ar.' rai-..,! no l,,n;:.T.

'i'iif iiMini.ipality wa- l.laiii..| in l.s;'<i f,,,. pl.-nitiiii: p.^prars
'•> ''"' >"''' <•' 'II" iii'Mt I" s!m.!,' th.' walk: it ivpli,.,! that
on the land sid.^. I,y ih,. >aml-hilN. for alH.vc a hiindrr.l years,
th.-fiii... lon-oplaiia.l.' hv llh> waIN, mIiI.-I, look as if thcV had'
'"•" '"I''' vi-l.Tday. ha.

I l,<,n mad.' into u mall "over-
shad..u..d l,y ,.|m-. wh.iv th,' inhaintants to.»k their pleasun;.

Til.' li.)U.-e-' ha\.' kn..wri n., ,iian-es: th.'v are iwiiher more
nor less in nnmlier. Not ..m> ..f ijiem ha< IVlt .,n its face the
hammor of the huild.i-, or ih,. hni>Ii of ihe \\\ 'tewasher. or
tremhled under the wejnht of an a.l.le.i storv. Th.^y allro-
(ain th.ir primitive chara.i..r. S.,me aiv raise.l on" wooden
cohimns formin,u^ •'rows/' nmler whieh th.^re is a footway,
flcired with planks that yi.l.l hnt d.. not h,vak. The shop-
dw<Ilin--s are small and l..w. an.l fa.v.l with slate shin^de.'
Wo,.dwork. now decayed, ha> Invii lar-.^lv used for carved
window-fram..s; and the heam>, i)roI..n-..'.i hevond the pil-
lar.-, project 111 ,;,'rot.'s.pie hea.l-. or at llu' an-les. in the f.,rm
of fantastic civatiires. vivifi.'d hy il... irreat i.l.a of Art. which
at that time lent lif.^ t.. dead matter. These anci.^nt thin.rs,
d.'fv, nir th.' t,,n..h of tin,.'. ollVr I,, painters the brown t.meJ
ii-.id oblit.'rate.l line-- that th.'v .!r!i_dit in.

"I"'^" stre.'ts are what tliev w.- , hini.lre.l v.'ars a"o. Only
as tl... i.opulati..n is thinner now, a< the s.jeial .stir is less
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if tint l.rokrri. If.Tf the i iiiiMiiliiliili t y uliidi .Vatiin' lias
L'lVcll tn /nMln;:i(al .-|ir, i.- i^ I,) l„. Mvii in mrri. In ^liorl,
<vcn Mncr tllC IVVollllinli nf |,s;j(l, ( i lirran,],. is ^,|)| ;, pli„.y
iiin.iur. ..»,.,iiially MnL.ti. tn'.riitl.v .ailinlir. silent, nirdita-
ii\'\ wlirrr new ii|ca> can sianvly pciunair.

lis pM.;:ra|.lii(al positiun acciuini^ r,,,- thi^ sin<,'iilaritv
'I'lii- pretty town <)verl.»,ks t!:e salt niar-he> ; its salt i- it'i-

<I<'mI kti-nvn lhi-oii;:li.,iit I'.iitlany as >',/ ,/, ti,„nni,lr, and to
it> MHTii- tnany ..l' the native, ax rii.e Hie exrellenee ..r tlieir
l-nll.T and sardines. |t has n,, e..nnnMni.ation with the rest
nl France hnt l.y two n.ads. ..ne leadi!i;r to Saveiiay, the chief
inun of the inini.diaie di-lrict, and thence to Saint'-Xa/air.'
i"i'l til'' oilirr l.y \-aiiii.'s on i,. Morhihan. 'I'Ik' district nn<i
-n.iects it with Xantes l,y land; that l.v Saint-Xazauv and
I hen hy hnat al-u |ead> tn Xanl.... The inland road is „,ed
only l.y the (H.verntn.iu. the shmhr and more rre,,nented
way is l.y Saint-Xazaire. I'.etw.en that tout, and (i.ieran.le
li.'s a distance of at least six lea-iie... which the mails do not
serve, and f..r a very -oo,] ivaxm-thcre are not three travel-
ers hy coa.h a year. Saint-Xaxaire is divided from I'aini-
I'-.ul l.y the otuary of the Loire, there four lea^n.e. nx
width. I he har ot th.. river makes the navi^^tion hv stcani-
i")^it somewhat nncwtain

; and to add to the dimeulties there
was. HI l,s-.'!». no landin- ,,uay at the cape of Saint-Xa'/aire •

the point ende.l in .sjimy ..hoals and -ranite reefs, the natural
fortifications of its picturo.s(,ne church, ootnpellin.r arriving
voy.^^ers to flin. themselves and their ha,^,...o into boats
when the soa was liioh. <>r. in fine weather, to walk across tho
i'Hks as far as the .jetty then in course of c.nstruction.
l.iese ohstac],.s. ill suited to invite the amateur, mav per--ps s„l exi.t then.. In the first place, the authoritie; nlove
I'Ht >lowly

; an.l then the natives of this corner of lan.l which
>"" may see j.rojectin- like a tooth <m the map of France
t" '".en Samt-Xazaire. le Hoin-.r de Batz, and le Croisic arevery uell c<.nteni with the hin.irances that protect their terri-
tory i!.,m the incursions of stran^^ers.

Tims flung down on the edgc^of'a continent, (Juerando
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of the past tho syrnhu! .f „ .,.„a „,;„. ,,„. ^,„,,^ ^
h.s hons,,_lM.l„n:rs lu t!i.. „oI,I,.m fannlv in the land-that of

<lu (.uai.nw. wl.,, ,n il,. ,,„,,• „f tl„. ,lu (;u,..rlin, ^;ere asMiprnor m il„,„ in Inn.uH.anW ann,|uiiva. ,!„ Trojans witc
o th,. I..n,an. TIm. (iuai.,|la,n (al.^o fonn.Tlv "sprit du
;'^'';;|mn)--.---wlnH. ha^ l,,.,.on,,. <;u,.~.lin-ar.Mlcs,;nd.d from
'"'"""^"":- '''-''"^'i^'ii'-'-oI'la. .h..;:ranit.ofBnt-
"".^••'"' ""'"'• ''•••n.k- nor Caui.: th.var,. I'.rrtons. or to

r''''''-/''"^ '""'''""^'""^"-^'v,.U.,.n|)nuds. have cut
,": ""-"'':;: '!• ^"7'"' ^'•"^'- '""l I'^v sa.rin.vd ,».» on
'"*'""": '"'''•\' "'-^ '"'• 'I'- "'I'lals of ,|,„ l.„!,„„, 1.^,^
•j'^'-r :.nn,,Mn,Mo 1.. ,,,a.l,. i'rnn-.^.pou-<.rrnI in ,],,. land iK.fon.
"-""^

'
^'1 ';-'";'-'"- i-'l ''-nlH.nl of. this fannlv. pnre

^'^''''' '"•'>: ''•'•>• 'M-—'d of al,onl ,u-o .hou^and'fnmos
;'.^':'""-. ""-'';''-'"' <;".^ran<l... and ,!.,. H,,!., ,„.,!.. of lo
;"
—

• Al ,l„. ,.,a,..s l...lon;:in^ „. ,1„. „„,„„, „f j^
;';""'"• '"^"" '='•'"—"-"il„. hands of Auwrs,

• ;'''''^ ''-''''-' :-'v.hon.n,d fran.-s a v,.arn,spito of''^^'•""' ;•"""•' '- 'lu (;uaiM,i,s an. hnhv.l .,11 the

:rrr;' '"'V'?''^
''''•-'•''>• ™«l-vnptlu.,.ap„a--Mn,h,,,,.a,.ohandn.d..arsa,^

unln-ld tl,o,n ,!H.y ,.annu, tako ,1,.. incon,.. Fhoy are in-pn>n,ono ,h,.K,,,,,.i,, ,,,,„, ,,,^.^^,,^i^^^^.,,^^_^,^j^j^

;;,";""' -'"•-;• -f'l '!- l'...-ons find ,lu. nnllion franc.

;;';''';7Vn
'" ''''''''''"•'•^- ^'•"'"^"tiu-tcn

V: '^'''^ •'''•*'-•''''-' <''''i^"i<^-I^.I. stands

mcs
ure

;';;•-:'''! ;-''l'nhv,l,.,u.n.dfran<>;hu,hv a single

'
''"•.^^""":"'-^-"'"'':v-„p|.,v>..d,hc fin... on leases ,md

; , V""'
'" "" ''"•''•' '"''- 1" ^"ch cinannstanoes. this

;;";-;";''","^^';':' "n-,„.:-,.,|„,.n..ein Franc... would he a
;;;.;;' ';;:''';'" l-"''^^^" '"•^'•".d.. it i. an epito,.,.. of

m'mIT;,:
„-^";";':'''^""'""'' '•:""""l'"i"^'isnic>soneofthe

~ " "" '' '•'••I'i'". oil- nl )|„. nicn ahov,. uluiui th(.re is

;';"" ';' Kin;: of l-'r;,M,,..ehoM.n of Hid, oh,., heir chief.

,;!. '7 '"""•,"" ''!"<'""-'-- fu !1 of local ,nean-

r"
'"'•'' !'" ''v'

'
i"^.v ha> l,....n .vplained in Les

'^";f,,,,_,/ ,,, i.tiu-lui- undcr-nnc the same
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chanpe a? dififiRurfs thnt of »\u (;iiai?qlain. Tho tax-collector,

like every one el.-e, writes it (iuenie.

At the end of a .-iK'nt, daiii]), and L'loomy allev. fdrined hv
the ^'ahled fronts of the iiei^dihorin^' Iioiise^. the ar<-h of a

door in the wall may l)e seen, liiirh, and wide eiioimh to admit
a lior.~eman, wiiicli is in itself siillieieut evidence of the house
having: been finished at u time when carriages as vet were
not. This arcii, raised on jambs, is all of granit<'. The door,

made of oak, has cracked like the bark of the tree.- that fur-

nished the tiniljer, and is set with enormous naiN in a g' omel-
rical pattern. The arch is coved, and display- tiie <-(iat-i,f-

arms of the du Guaisnics, as sharp and clean-eui as lhnu„Mi

the carver had but just finished it. This shield would di/lighl

an amateur of heraldrv by iis >implieity, testifving t^ the

pride and the antKpiity of th.' family. It is still the same
as on the day when the crusaders of the Christian world in-

vented these symbols to know each other by; the fluaisnies

have never quartered their bearings with any others. It is

always true to itself, like the arms of Franco, which heralds

may recognize borne in chief or (juarlerly in the coats of the
oldest families. This is the blazon, as you still may see it

at Guerande: Gules, a hand jirojier maiiched ermine holdin"
a sword argent in ])ale, with this tremendous motto, Far.
Is not that a line and great thing? The wreath of the ba-
ronial coronet surmounts this simple shield, on which the
vertical lines u-ed, instead of color, to represent gula, arc
6till clear and sharp.

The sculptor has given an indescribable look of pride and
chivalry to the hand. With what vigor does it hold the sword
which has done the family service only yesterdav! Indeed,
if you should go to (iueramle after reading this story, you
will not look at that coat-of-arms without a thrill. The most
determined ]{epublican cannot fail to ho touched by the
fidelity, the nobleness, and the dignity buried at the bottom
of tlin.t narrow street. The du Guaisnics did well yesterday;
they are ready to do well to-morrow. Tn do is the srrcat word
of cliivalry. "You did well iu the fight," was always the
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praise bostou-orl hy ll„> TTi-I, ron-t,,!,!,. „,,, „,,..;;, „

...u.H,n.X;tt;:l'::;;-,i'::;;;;;:',_,^-"...o
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Tf >...iii~ prnl,,il)].> iluil r-!,.;ii,i„._r woul.l revive the paintiiv'-;
''"'' -^"'"' •'" '" "• '"• lil^'" '!"- v.liicli .|,.fon.t(' the wo,„hv,'^'k
of th,. llnuM. nt T(.ur>. called hi M„lson >/, TrMan, wliirli
^^.' ''''^j"'"\'; ''';" 'li''.v li'i'l lj.'''ii rr>t.,rr(l nr ivpaircl' in the
ti'ii" >'l \.<>u\< XI. Thi' liiv|,he-r i- .ii,,rii,oiw. of carved <tone
uiih h.i-,. urnu-hl-in)., ,1.,^- of thr fin.-t workman-hip. Thrv
>vyM!,I rarrv a .arilnad „f In;..,. .\i! the scats in this hall are
"I ".'^. ain! have the family -linM carvel on their hacks
l|;''i::in- IM nails on l!ic wall arc three Kn-li.-h mu-kets fit
••|'N;c lor war or fur .port, thive cavalry .-wonls. two -im<"-
ha--. and van .ii>. tackle fur huntiiii: and fi>hinL'.

•'" "i!" Mde I, tl„. .lininu-n'om, communicatiiiL: wiih the
'^'."'"" '">' ' '' "• '" 'I '"i-'icr inrrct. Thi- tnrr.t .-orrespunds
""'' ••'•"'!"'

•
lii- pii-ra' dcMuti of the front, containing' a

^"'"'•'-"'^"- "! '' ili'- two Mnrie. alune. The dinin-room
N hiin- v:i!, ..p.Mr:,- d,-,;:„.r fr,,,,, t|„. fourtcnih centurv;
the >!y|,. and -i-lliii- (d- the |e-(.nd> „n rihlmns hcjnw eaeii
h,-iirc pne„. ,:,,.„ aniioiiiiv : l„it as thev are couchc.l in the
IranK lan-ua-c „f li.. /•,/,//„„.,. ,1,,.,. ,,,„„„,, ,,,. ,,,„„,.,j,„.,i
'"•''- !!'- piece,, which arc mcII preserved in the corners
"'"'' "" ''-"' ^''^ '"" '•^"1"1 tlH'in. ai-e set in frames of
''"')"' '"'" '"'"•' ''' ''1^"!^ ''^ •'-">. The ,.eilin- is supported
"II hc,:ni- carwd >Mtl, folJap, ,.,„d all .linVrcnt : the tlats he-
'^^''" ^"'' •'

P'-'i'"'''' '•• I- wreath.- of tlowrs on a blue
irrnand. Two ,,|d dn-er- with .-uphoanis face each other-
•""I •>• the .helve-, rnhhcd with iJreton perseverance hv Mari-
""•' ti"- cunk. may he seen n„w--as at the time when kin-^s
V'-n- <|iiilc a- per in ]-.-i,n ..,s ,1,,. dn (.'uaiMiics in l,s;]n-four
"''I ,-ol,le,s. .,.1 ancient >o„p-- ^ireen. and two sa!t-cellars in
"^"•- " <|"^"i'ilv of metal plaie-. a numher nf hlue and -rav
--"'»"(. jii-s with arahes.|ue de-i-„s and the du Cuaisnie
iinii-. and ernwned with him:ed metal lids.

'''•"' fifcplace has ],vvu mo.lcrniz.'d : its state show, that
;"' ''" '^'^' <'"tiirv tl.i- has i,ecn ,he familv sittin-n.om
11- -1 <ar\ed -tone in the Lunis XV. stvle. surmoimt.'d hv a
'""'"'' ''""^'•i I'l a headed and eilt moiddinir. Tliis anadiro-
'i-h: .. wliich the family i8 mditrerenl, would grieve a poet.
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..|Jh'. .,,:,,' ;', ;"'''•' tl«- r,„„„; ,1,0

-'"•I. -i^"i.i- .., IV i',i'' ,i:;v
;''''•;''''

"V"----

:::;:;:::;:r;:;,:::'::;.,,i™;,'"--'''r
• ''"I' r ili;ni ;in (i-iri, h ~ i..r.,- i, i i

•

-,"-1 -^ ^;!^-''::^;; :•:;::;::;. !::;,:'^7-

MM, ..,M,1 ,.,!.,; ,

'." ""'• ""'^ •'!• huncr with

;':;.u<.Msuc.,vlo.l.,.,l,„,lK.a,,ieroo,„s Cs^v

''. "" ll(;,<l of tl],. |';|n|ii, . tl,., 1

aiil- Wrvc

yoi'l. I, a,!,

n '

III

'''••''•'• -";L
-nlliM.,,r .

'i

• ^''••"''•'''--l'v,d..dHUofour!.v

c-ivak-,.
i,

.,:;!,"'""*• ""-"•'^"'^•ratH. w.ather-cock still

'n... tn,-.,, ,.,,„ni i' ,r " ';'"'•'''''^''•''''''"^•^'•^•>^'l^^'^^•

>taM-s.„,!„; ;,;;,.;' ::'
"'"<'' "-'-^ i^ m> window. The

j,i,„ ,j„,, „,^ ,,^^ |,;!,7'7
"'!"' ''"''• ^»P^'"in- on a sandv

- "'^""^^'ti.^n|H.ai.d at tlu,. corner of the
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jrardcn front; hut inrtc;i<1 of licitiL' rirr-ulnr, this furrot has
five ;m-l»'- and ,i liiini-piiiTii al (Iimik. ; ^il^,,, it is crowticd iiv a
lillli' liclfrv in-t<M(l of carniiiu' a <ntii<;il cnii like its siskT.
'riii> is \u>\v tho-.!' clci^ant arclutccts lent variciv to sviiiini-trv.

Oil ihc Icvrl (if till' fii-st ihmr tlic.-r luiivi- arc I'diincctiMl |,v"a

sioiii' lial'Miiy, .-uiiporlcd liy brackets like prows with huniaii
heads. Tiiw outside L'allcry has a 1- lu-irade uron;rht witli

marvelous cle-aiice and lini^^li. 1'!:. n iVimi llio top of the
^Mhle, hclow which tlieiv is a ,-in^i;lc small looplKjle, falls an
(•rnameiila! >toii.' (aiiop\. like tho-e which an' -I'cii over the
heads fif saint.- in a catiMnlral pon Ii. i-iacli tiirrei has a prettv
little doorway under a jiointcd aivli. opemr,-- mi ,, tliis hal-

cony. Thus did the architects of the thiiic.mh ceuiurv tiini

to account the haiv, cold wall which is pn'-cntcd to us in
modern time- hy the end ser-tii)n of a hou,-i'.

Cannot you see a lady walkiiiLron this i)alconv in the morn-
ing', and lookiii'j- out over (iuerainle to win rr the sun sheds
a ^'oldeii li;dit on the samls, and is mii-rorcd in the face ef
the ocean:-' Do yon not admire this wall unh its finial and
..'ahle. fiirni-hed a' its corners with tlie>e ived-likc turret>
one sudih'idy rounded oil' like a .«wallo\\"< iie-t, llie other djs-

playin^r it-^ little door and irothic arch decorate.! \\ith ih,- hand
and sword ?

The other end of the lIAn 1 du (iuai.-nic joins on to the
ne.xt house.

The harnioiiy of dTect ?o cand'ullv aimed at l>v the huilder.s

of that period is i)reM'rved in the frruit to the cMiM-tyard hv
the turret c(UTespondin- to that containin.i: the windini: stair

'r ri/sr. an old word derived from the Frciicii r/.v. It verves

a- a pa>sa,ire from flic dinin--'-oi)m to the kitchen, but it

> lids at the first floor, and is capjied by a little ciqiola on pil-

lars coverinir i. blackened >tatue of Saint C'ali.xtus.

The garden is sumptuous within it.- ancient onclosuro: it

i? more than half an acre in extent, and the walls are covered
with fruit-tree-:; thi' s(piarc beds for vc;;etables are marked
out hv standard:-, and kept by a man-servant named (lasselin,

who ,ilso takes charge of the horses. At the boituin of the
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garden is an ai-hor with a hmcli i;ii'lrr it. In the midst stands

a sundial. Tln' paths ;ir<' ,Lrr,i\'''i'd.

Tilt' LMrdcn t'nml iia- nn -ii-ninj tnn-i^t to r'orrcspond with

tliat at llic ((irnrr of ihc ualils' :
!.> iii.il.i' ii[) I'nr this tiicn" is a

coliinin willi a ^|ll^al l\vi,-i frwiii ijutidiii to top. which of old

nni.-t lia\f hoi'iic llir ^lainian! of th,' I'aini'y, i'or it cnils in a

laru'i' I'ii-iv ifoii ,-(M kci in uliii ii i.iiil^ w. > d.- arc LTowiiit:. 'I'liis

(iriiaiiKii! !iariiioiii/ii!,Lr uilh ilio r> niaiii,- of >ton('-\vork. sliow.s

that llif iiiiilditiLT w;i- (ji-iLiiiil liv a v'rnct i.ui ai'<-liitect ; tills

C'h^rant standard i> like a >iuii ni.iinial Icfi hy W'liieo, and
rcw-aliiiu'' till' < iiivaln and iviin. niriil of the tiiirlffiith r?n-

tnry. If thcix' could still 1"' any doiihi. tli'' chaiMctiT of the

details Would remove tliem. 'I'lie trefoil^ of the (iuaisnic

]iou>e lia\(' four le,ive,~. 'I'hj- \ariant hrtr.iy- ihe X'ei^'tian

school delinked liy its tnide with the i]a>t. :-incc the senii-

Alaun-.-oiie architects, indiircii iit to Cnihojic .-yinholisin. gave

the trefoil a fourth leaf, while Christian architects remained
faithful to the eiiiMem of the Ti'inity. I'roiii this point of

view \'enetian inventiveness wa- heretical.

If this house moves you to adihiratioii. yon will wonder,

perhap-. why the pi. sent ap' iievcr repe,ii> ihc-c niiracK'S of

art. In our day sc. li tine inai-es are .-oid and pulled down,
and make way for >ireets. Xohody !;n;iw- w'.,ct!icr ilio ne.xt

generation will keep up the ancestral lioiiic. v.licrc each one

ahide< a- in an inn : wlieiva- formerly n;en laii.u'ed. or ai least

believed that they lahored. for an eternal po>teritv. Ileneo

the lieauty of their liou-c-. Faith in thcni-elves worked
wonders, as much as faith iii (lod.

With regard to the arraiigcnu>nt and furniture of the

lipper stories, iliey can only he imagined from this dc.-cription

(d' the ground lloor. and from the ai)pearance and habits of

the family. For the last tlfty years the du (aiaisnies have

never admitted a vi-itor into any roiuii hut these two, which,

like thf i-iairtvard and the external fe.ituri's of the bouse, are

rcdoleiii of the grac. the spirit, and the origiii.ilit v of the

iiohle j»i-o\ince of old Uriiiany.

Without lliiii to^jography and de-criptii of the town.
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witliout ilii- (litiiilrd |Mi-iiin' <if ilicir linnn'. ilio si^-.trular

fiiTTircs nf tl ! family <h'. > IliiiLT [lu-v iiiiLilit have licfn liv-s well

iini1('r>tiinil. Till' iV.iiiM' ua< in ri---arily iilacnl lirTorc tlio

portraits. l']\i rv "Hc nni-t iVrl that mere iliiii'_f> have an t'lfi'i-t

oil ]jef)|i|e. 'I'liel'e a I'l • liU i 1(1 i 1IL'> \\ ilu.-e ill ll llelUc i- \i-ilil(' on

the [MTsoiis who live near them. It ir. (li.Hcult to he irrc-

li!.'ieiii- under iIk^ -liadow of a eatlieilral like thai of IJour^'os.

'I'lii' -oiil that i' (•on>tantly reminded of it- de-i my hy imagery

lind.- it le-,- ea-y to fall ^imrt of it. So thoii-iii dur ancestors,

hut the (i|iini"n is no lniiL;rr held hy a •.'eiieralioii udiieh lias

neither symhiiN nor di-ime! ions, wliile its manners chanjic

(Very ten yar-. I >o \,,\\ not e\|ieci to lind the lianm du
(iuah-nie. sword in hand—or all this picture will he false?

In l^oli. \\heii ihi- drama opens, in the early days of

Anf.ni>t. the family eon-i>ied -till of .M()n>ieur and Madame
du titienic, of .Mademoiselle (111 (iiienic. the IJaron's elder

sister, and of a son aired one-and-tweiity. nanu-d (iaiidehert-

Calyste-Louis, in ohedieiKc to an old cii^toin in the family.

His father's name was (iaudehert-C; ly>te-C'harles. Only the

last name wa- ever ehani:e(l; Saint (iaudehert and .Saint-

Calixtus Were always the pati-oiis of the Clm.''nics.

The l-5aron du (lu(''iiie had trone forth froni (Ju(!'rando as

soon ns !a A'endee and 'Jrittany had taken up arms, and he

had fou^dit with Charette. with Catelineau, l,a Hoe'..ejaquo-

lein, d"Klhee. iionchamps, and the I'rinee dc Loudon. Before

,iroinL^ he had sold all his po.->essions to his elder sister,

MadenioiM'lle Zephirine du tiuenic. a stroke of y)ruden(>e

uni(pie in Revolutionary annal>. After the death of all the

heroes of the W est, the liaron, pre-er\ed hy some miracle from
cndiii;: as they did, w.aild not yield to .\apoleon. lie fou.irht

(.m till IMI-,?, when, ha\in,u narrowly escaped eapfure, he < aine

hack to (.iuerande. and from (iin'randt.' went to le Croisic,

^\ h' nee he .-ailed to Ireland— faithful to the traditional hatred

of I he Breton- for l'Ji,L,dand.

The f(ood people (jf (iut'^rande pretended not to know that
the Barju wua alive; during twenty 3 ears not a word he-
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tnm'.l hi,,,. M;i,1,.„„,i-, II,. ,1,, (;,„-.„,v o„Uvr'io(] iho ront^ 'ind
•"'" ''" """"T '" I" >• l'r-ili«T ilii'MUul, III,. h,,r„N nf lilluT-
rii«'ii.

1" isi::. Mo„, :,.,„• ,|„ ,,„;,,i,, ,,,„„. |,„,|. ,^ (;,„-,^,^,j,. ^^..,,j

•'' '""" '"" '" '' '" ''"' '"'" ^I'-'Hli,,- il,..>,nnmorat Xiinto^
'""'"- '"^ -"•i"'"'" '" ""I'l"'- in ^pit.. <,(• his fifty voar. tho
''•'";" ""'•'' '^'"l I'''!'" ", l„v,. u,il, ,, ,.h.,-,„ins; Irish 'mH
""''^'"-''"'"''" I'-I.c n|,l,., „,..! i-ooivst houses of Uiat
"",'''"""!;;,'", ^''-'-"".v.)-iW,..„u..atthMttim..on..-
••""''7'".v. li- l;an,„,|u .In,-.,,,,, .ana. ,n f,.,..h tho papors
'"'"''' '"' ^"- "'"'i.^->'. ur„t l.;,..k to h,. „.,,rr„.,l. ami r..-
"""•'I;'" "M.,,,1,. I,,,..,..,, ,i,„ h,.:,„„„„. ol LSI 1. with his

vvMr'T^r;'
'"''':;"" ^"""" "h- von- day wh..n LouisA\lii. .uhImI at (al,„^-uhu.h accounts for the „amo of

|jt '11 ]S.

'''"
'";•'' "!'I,'"a„ wa. uou- scvcity-thrcc v,,,rs old, but

)''^':-nllaua,-|an.a^an,M
- ho R,.p„l,M,.. )„. M.flVrin^.'dur-

'^
;-';' -.-^••'''-l-nhoa,.. and h.slif,. a, DuMin. had

''"
' '' "' '"'" '" '""'^"1 ",o,v than a hundn.) Hcnc,^

""''' ''"' ''';''" '''"
' '"''"''• "''"^" =.pp"'iranc,. was in

";'"*'"'''•; ''^'•'"""^- "'•'' ""' ""ti.p.i.y of , he house built
"'

;'
""" "'"" •'

• "'n-t ua^ h,.h] at Cuerande
Mon-HMir dn (;,„•.„.. u.,. a tall old man. npri.du. shriveled^rondykun andl,.,,. nis.nal face wal puckered b a

'"'"-'"' " '•'"!^'"- l""nn,„,r an-hed frin_.es ahov.. ,ho cheek
t>oncs and c\,.i,,-,,u-. .'i\M..r his o.. ', Y,

^^"^

,,„ . ,. ,, II
~ * """"' fcseniblanee to

lH». .d I „. „ d „„.„ pai„„.d with such a lovini: brush byyn. (.Made. Iu.n,h,-andu .Maoris, and (Jerard Dou—hea.fs
"'^" "-'I

^' .na.„irvin^ .ia^. to show their finish. His-um,.„an,.c .a^nu-i.-d. a. i: were, under these nun.erous
';- pn-dn.,.,! l,v an op..,,-air l,fe, by th. habit of .sean-

^j;
''• ;r';'7 '' -'- ;-''n-hinc. at sunrise, and aMhe fall

;/,'•;''';:-''';-- -'-.bserv..r could still discern the
' '- - '-•"•y" I- l„„„an fnce. uddch ahvavs speak

.
• :V;' ;.-•" -I- 'i- >•- sees no more than a dolth's

: :„
,""","""''''"- •"H'reafures. the hi.h brow, the
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wl>i(h wniintls alunt' <im iiIhT. cvprts.-.cd (li>iiiti'ri>tf(l rmir-

HiH\ ImiiiiiiIIc.-s railii. iiii|ilicil (iKcdinici', mc()ri'ii|ilililc tidclity,

iiiK liiiniriiiir ullcrHoii. In iiim tlic ;.M'iinil(' ol' Hriilaiiy was

iiKnlc man.

Tlic Ilaroii had ii'> Icrtli. Hi- lip-. "iii(> r.d. Imt now
liluc, were -ii|iiHirtc(l <iiily liy ilic liardi'ind lmiiii- uith wliich

lie ate till' lii'iad lii- wifi- |i"'k lajf lii'-l I" -nl'ii'ii I'V wrap-

piiii: it ill a damp cinili. and iIhv uitc -unk in his face wlulo

pi'cM'r\iii^ a pri'iid and I hnalcniii'i -milr. lli~ chin aimed

at tiiiicliiiiLr lii- r,M-r : 1 iit ihc iliaracicr <i|' that iin-t— lii^di in

the niiddii—>hn\\c(l his IW'ctnn \iL:<irand puwcr ot' rcsi.-tanco.

His ciimph'xiiiii. iiiarMrd with red tliat ^h'lwcd thr<)U,i.di tlio

urinkh's, was that nf a I'lill-lihxidid, liiLrh-tcinpcrcd man,
ahlc t(i endure the faliuuc.-- whirh had (d'icii. iin doiilit, >ave(l

him from apoplexy. The head was ci-dw ned witli liair us

white n- silver. 1'allin.r in curL- on hi- -honldcrs. 'I"hi» face,

tt;ai seemed partly extinct. >till lived hy the hri^htiiess of a

jiair (d' hiack eyes, .-parklimr in their dark, sunken socket?^,

and tia-hin^' with the la-t llivs (d' a pnemus and loval soul.

The eyehrows and eyelashes were trone. The skin liad set,

and would not yield: tiu' dillicidty id" >havinj,' compoUed the

(dd man to ;:row a fan->liapeil lieard.

What a painter would ino>t have admired in this old lion

of lirittany. with his hroad .-hoiilders and sinewy bn'ast, was
the hands, sjilcndid soldii r"s liands—hands such as du
(iuesclin's mu-t have heeii. hroad. Ihm, and hairy; the hands
that had seized the sword nev( r to relin(|iiish it—anv more
tlian doan (d' .\re"s— till the day when the royal standard
floated in the Cathedral at leims: hands that liad often

-treamed with hlood from ihe thorns of the Bookjc—the

thickets of la Vendci—that had pulhd il,i' oar in the Marais
t'l -teal upon the "blues," or on the open sea to help ( or^'cs

to land ; the hands of a jiartisan and of a inniiier, of a private

and of ' ea]ituin; hands that w-erc now white. thou;_'-h the

r)ouiiH)ns of the elder hraiich were in exile: luit if vou looked

at fhem, you could see certain recent marks rovealinjr that

the Baron, not so Ion*: a,Lro, had ioine<l Malivme iu la Vendee,
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;"""" '"'•.^ "" ''- ""I'l' inn|,,,i,.u|,,rh M..(;„.-.„i,. |,a,| ,.v,;
'"'•il I.iIm'. "//- '"

'" i'"rrli.,i.l iirir.i. :, ,| .•m. ,,ti,,n l,v ih,. ,.,,M
111'' |.rii;.|.-

<'M IlllH' Mil

,

i'"~- '" '•""•-' \^ii!i fii<' I, in nf t|,;,t n.irrou hard
^''' '""" '" ^' !'''''

'
'I'l'"- I:.") -MN-n l,..,,lit .,)„„. .1, to uUi

"'^'•''-',' '""""•'''''""• '''!"•"!"'!" -nnl,.n:,n.v;-,„n.ul,at
""'".''"';'"'^'' " ""~' '"•"v.ii..i .-indhnu .1 1,1 „ I „„.,.
y-'\' i;'"l- l^i-' 'H" "liHr lMv;,,n lar... ;rr..u,,..,l ;,|.o„t il, a
',""•''

"I

'''"'> " ^'-i^'l -'l-n. l.k,. Ih,. in,,..-Mhil,tv „f

V'"'""
''"•'"'^- ^'" ""!'-'nh,.l,l,. M,.|„,|,iv. ,!„,. n,.rha,K i„'" '!'l-l";-:H.M,n ,h:„ r..l!nu,.,„ ,.„.,:.„„ ,V„i.,„.;,|,„„

""' '"""'i ^""",. ,. |,.n ..H,l-ni, Thuu-ht ua. nirv ihrrc-
;;"';~"""'^;'""i'"'^"— " -.^ i., th,. h,.,,-, nnh,.,-,!.,,;
!" '"'"'•

^;"'' "- "•"""- "^'^ .-'"-'.n r.nh.r ,h.n nn nl.a
:""'"^""'""7

/i"^
'''""'! n,anu„hM-,., I.„,.n,iu„;

''•'•'^-'''•^- :'':'"'''''• 'I' I'-''''' -'I' 'inM'nH.,i,..lant.::nn,>m.o
"":!'"•" '" ""-'^'- II- iVHn^s an.! h,.|„.,- ui.,v ., ,„

;'""'V
""";"- "„! -..,.,1 hin, .11 ,lH.u,h,. II,. I,a,ll,.anu

"""'^'" ','" ""' ll'^'- '"-in.I h,- l.,„,|,.,,l ,v-..rv,.,l ,h,.ir

'T''''^';'
"""•' I'"'- •"''"». uith.u,, frin.Tin- th,.,u ,m :,nv

" ll„. Ihnm- ,h,,v ,i„-n.h, UH.h-s. thouj^h n,h,.r< ,.,ui.i,K.n.il
""?" ';"i-r.;uu. 11.. h:.,„,.h, h. ,h.,u;,h. ,„u „r his ,nind

'"'' '''^" ""• l''-""l '" "^ ••-,.,„„. sh.,.v,. on hi< ,.nat-.,r-arm<

,

"";"/'- ""' -'"" "'- ""''•>i i .vrvilnn- was ,.|,.ar
"•M'l'Hn,.,l,|„. ,|,,„|, „n;H. ,v.,!u,i.,n, ,ln,: ,„ ,.l..ar. .i..|in,h.'

'";"' "':'- ^'^ ""'M:M„lai,. a- ,a-nun,.. It a,-,-nunt,..i f,,r 11.,^

'•""'".^"^"^''''"l''"'"'l'"^'-'>-. thond, to him .t ha,lni,.ant
'"'^";"- 'l'^'"'- '"NliM-ai,,,,,. ,.Ml,.. Tl„. h,.autv of ,!„....

;;;''''.!'"';'";' 'l^^n-a,.,,.,. ^fo,. ,h,. sis...r liv-d onlv in
'"' '"'-''''tlHT ,Mnn,„ l„. I'ullv appr...-ia„.d bv th,.'..|f-
Isli llal ulllr-h h.. al

• •lian-cl;;:,.,. ,,1' our ,: IV. .\n

'""< "i' flK' nnivrlninty and

^

uvhan.j-,.! s,.iit down f,, n^a,]
".

'""' ' """''I '"" '''• r-nnd in ilu.n, a Mndeth.m.'ht
l^^^n-m^

. ,. Ma.up of ,..;r. 1„ i.^a wl...r 'V -r- -
fJ- u,,i I, ,,,, pflfSL ui

|.i
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Cn/r.iMl.' hltiird In [limn .hi Cii.'nic t!i;it lie slKmld go to

I'aii- iM (1,11111 III- P'u.inl. ihc nl.l ^i-t.T, tliniiLTh nviiririous

f'lr ilii' fiuiiilv . r\il.iirii('il :

•Slijiiiif! Ni'i'l niv lir-.thcr ^'M Im'^^lmiil' lil«' .-i vMi^'raiit
!'"

"li unn!il lie -ii|iip(.-r,| [\\i\\ I I ;iil .-(Tvcd ;!'" KiiiL' from

i!Ur|.-I>(l iiml i\.'-." -;|icl lllc oM lliilll. "' i i<-ic|<'-. it i» liis

1,11-111." \n ivMi-iiili'T. AihI, jit'irr nil, ilif \»u,r Kiiit,' has

i-iiuii;^ii 1(1 do wiih :ili who .-ire liara--iir.' liiiii. If ln' were to

^i\i' |-'lM!lri ,>\\;i\
|
iM ( i ||i( a I . lie U oil Id -I ill he a-!xed for 1 1

lore."

'I'lii- deNotrd -i'i-vaiit, who eand so lovallv for Louirf

WIN.. liielVeil ;l eoloIie!e\. 1 lie Cro-- (

d' Sa ill! - Loll i>, aiul

a jiiii~ioii iif two ilioii-aiid fraiie-.

"The KiiiL^ ha- reMieiiilM|-ed I" lie exelaiiiie(K on receiving

hi:^ ieller- pall lit.

No one niideerved liiiii. The liii-irie-< liad lieeii fafricd

tlinnuh hv t!ie line de I'rIlIV ffeni tile li-l- of the A riMV of

la \'eiid>'e. in wliiih lie found ilie name of dti (liieiiie with a

feu oilier ilreioii naiiie< eiidinu' in /'".

And -o. Ml LiiMMiiide to ilie KiiiLT. tile I'apin stood a sicfjo

at (liii'rande in l>i"> a-jaln-t the forces of (ieueraj Travot ;

he woiiid not -urri'iider the -i roiii^hold ; and when he was

eoiii[ie||iil to e\aeliate. he Iliade ilis e-eape into the woods with

a |iari\ of ( iioiians. who remained underarms till the second

return of the lloiirlioii-. (iiieiainle >till preserves the memory
of till- hi-i >ie-e. If the old Tiretoii Iraiiihaiid- had lint

joined, the uiir he;.;un liv this heroic rcsisianct.' would liave

tired tlie U hole (d" la \ ellili'e.

It niu-t he eonl'e--ed that the I'la roll dii (iiieiiie was wliolly

illiterali—a- illitt rate as a [lea.-ant : he coiiM read, write, and

kh.w a little of arithmetic: he understood the art of war and

h.'raldrv; hiM hi' had not read three hooks in his life hesides

lis !ira\erdi.ioK-.

ill- (Ire--, a not iininiporlant detail, was always the same;

it .on-i-tei| of heaxv -hoe-, thiek woolen ^loekill'i-^, velvet

hii I I lies of a v.'reeni-h line, a eloih wai-ieoat, and a coat with

a h, 'i cojlai-. on which ImiiL.' the ( 'io-- (d' Saint-Loiiis.

r> ::'itiful mace rested ou liis couutciiancc. whii-h. for a vcar
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pii-i. rrci|iiini -Imn'.i r. ilir |irri'iir-iir cf ili;itli, icrmp,) f„ [

prc|i;iriii;,' fur iii m.il n-l. 'I'hi- (Mii-t;iiil -lii|)irii-.-^, iinrcii

ill;: iliis l'\ <\.i\. 'i"i II") .li-in-- III- wifi', tiMi- lii, iiMU- l.liii

,-i-t<'r. itur lii^ I'rii iii|-. ulii.-r umiIk.iI kiiuu lfil;:f \va> m
^TiMt. 'I'u till III llli -! -ulciiiM [.;iu-i - of ;| l)!,||i|cli'--i Itlll WCJII

Miiil ui'ii' ii.iiiinillv iicriiuiiti'd ror - the Itiinm IuhI i| iic ||

ihiiv Tin, I.. Ill ,,l'l.

In llli> l)"ll-l- llll' |rl, i|r,l||in,ltll illllCc-l II Ill|-Il| in ilic Tmi

of ihc i|.|,i.-.(| 1 Id.r lir.-irnh. Tin' fuliirf of ilio cxilcil I'.mui

lidll' ,ini| !!;.• ('.Illli.lir r.!li.'ioll, ;ini| llir nilllHIIir of the IIC

Iioliti(-<M lll'lllall'v . r\r|ll-i\i'l\ j|1i~o|1mi| llir I'Liriin"^ f;llllll'

No oihrp iiilri'i'.-t iiii!!L:!i'<l "illi tlioi' Init iIm' iitrcciioii tin

-ill fill for liic .-oil of ihc iioii-,., Calv-tr. ihc heir and oiii

ll"|»' of llic ur.;|| Mailir of i!ll (illi'llif. Tlio old X'clldrrl

ti Id ( iioiLiii. Ii.-id kiiouii a -ort iif rciirUMl of his voul

a \\-w \.ar~ -im.', lo -i\,. his -on ihc hiihil of iho-c atlilcti

(•\c!-.i-c- ill;.! 1m ill a L;ciil Iciiiaii who mav he called ii|)oii t

li,L'ht "t aiiv iiioiiiiiii. .\> soon as Cah-tc reached the ajrc c

sixteen, hi- f.iliii-r had -one oiu uiih hiin in the uo,,d an
iiiar-lie-, iiaehiiiL: him hy the jdca.-iircs of -|iort the nidiiiicii!

of war. luiaehiiiu I.. e\aiii|.|e. rc-i.-iiii:,'- fatiiriic. >teadfa-l i

the Middle, -uie of in-, aiiii. \vliate\cr the ;:aiiie nn^hl Ix

^Tound ;;aiiic or lird-. ieikle-s in overcoinintr oii-iac,. ,, incii

in.ir hi> .-on to fa(i- daicjer a- thtiu;:h he had ten children t

S[iari'.

'i'lieii. when liie jiiiejii --e (jc Ilcrfv caiiic to I-' ranee to cor
i|iier the kinudoiii. the l'ai!:er carried off hi> -on to make hii

;icl on the family iiioiio. The Haron set out m the niirh

wiilioiit waiiiMiu li:~ wife, who iniL.dit perhap- have di.-|ilavi'

licr em, .(inn. leadiiiu'' h'- oii!v child under fire a- if it uere t

a fe-.ii\al. and fo|lo\\ei| hy Ca^-clin. hi- only va--:il. who rod
forili ij!. ef|!||\-. The ihriM men of the lioii-e werc' awav fo

si^ niom -. uiilioiii -.•ndinL' aiiv iieus to the Haroncs.s—wh
ne\er h ::.|

1 he ijiiiiti.li.iiii. with'.ut 'jiiakiiij: o\er every line-
'"" '" "• '' old -i-t-r-iM-Iaw. Ill roically iipriL'ht. wlio.sc brn\
i!ev,T \] .hell a- -h. !-i( lied to the |iapei'. So the thn
iiHi.-ket- aiiLiiiiLr ill tile !:all had -ei n service recently. Th
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Harnti. ill whose cjiinii'ti ilii-.;ill to arms was unnv);ilinp, bad

left till' ti'lil iM-t'.irc llic li;:lil al l.i I'rii -it'-ri'. oiIhtw isc the

r.ii'' I'f (iu/'inc iiiiL'til li;i\"' Immcihu' cMimci.

WImii. (iiir iii.:li! fif ihv.-iiit'iil \V( ailic-r. llii- I'ii' Ht. sun. and

-1 r\ iriL' in.in iia<l reached honie .ifier takin;.' lea\e of M.\l>\MK,

-uipn-iiiu llieir frienils, ihc I'arone-s ami old Mademoiselle

dii (iiienie ilioi!;:h -he, liv a f^'ift l)e-io\\ed on all Idind

JK-iiple. h.ld re(ii;_ni/ed the -le|is of lliree men in the littlo

f-tnit - ihe I'.aron hmked roiiiid on llie circle of lii:< anxious

friends uiathi'ied huind ilie liiile tahle lij:litcd uj* In- the an-

iKlne lamii. and hmtiIv ^aid, in a i|uaverin;: voice, while

(ias>elin liunL' np llie mn>kei,-. and suonis in their place, these

word- of feudal -iiii|ilicil_v :

••Not all the liiron- did their duty."

Then he ki>-eil lii> wife anil si-ter. sat down in liirJ old arm-

chair. ;ind ordered sii|)|ier for his son. him-elf, and Ciuss-clin.

lla>selin. liaMiii; >rreened Calyste with his hody, had received

a sahre (ill nil lii> .-lioulder; >U(h a small matter, that he was

ecarcelv thanked for it.

Neither the I'.aron nor his frnests uttert'd a curse or a word
of ai)iise of the coiKiuerer-. This taciturnity is a character-

istically iireton trait. In forty years no one had ever heard

a com"mpruoii- ^peet h from the Haroii a> to his adversaries.

They could hut do llieir hu,-iiie>^, as e-. djil ivc dut' Such
stern silence i> an indication id' immutahle determination.

This last struL'Lde. the ilicker of cxiiaustcd powers, had
re-ultcd in the ucakiic-- under which the Raron was now
failing'. The second exile of the Hoiirhons. as miraculously

ou-ted as they had heen miraculou.-ly restored, plunged him
in hitter mtdancholy.

.\i .ihout six in the cveniniT. on the day when the scene
ope!)-, the l?aron, who, according: to old custom, had done
hi- Imiier hy fom o'eloek. had L'oiie lo <Ieep while listening?

to til'- readini: of the (JiiuiiiUi'nni'. His head rested apiinst

the \<wk of hi- armchair hy the fireside, at the j:arden end.

The I'.arom--, -ittin^- on one of the old chairs iu front of
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V'li may ho >urr thai -lu- is a iiohj. mothiT. as she is a nol)!.'
wife, ifip \,,y (ind llourr ..f t!u' lio;i-rhnl(]; <h(' understands
h.T iliHi.-, as a woman, tii^ ch'-nKv nf Urr ap[.caranco dwells
in h' r -muI and Iht atlVrtion-. she doc;-; irond jn .secret, ?lie
!:nM\v- how Id |(,vc truly uitinmt ii't, -.• nuiii'-es. she loves
h.T ti-i,Ldihnr a^ ,-:he lows (iod f,,r Mim.^elf .\„d jt really
sci-mcd ;is thdiiLdi the \'ir-rin in Pa hli-.'. xmdvT vhose pro-
''''"" "'" ''^'''- ''"' fi'wanl.M h (i,:ist,. aiiihood and
-^;intl • wnmaiihond hv the side of the m/o'e old man by
thrnwiTiL' .i\er li.T a >urt of -lory that pre.servod her from the
ra\;ii:fS of time.

riato would jterhaps have honored the fading of her beauty
as so much add. d -raee. IJer skin, onee so white, had
acrinin ,| th.-e w.irni and p.early tones that painters deli^dit in.
II<T foivlir.id. hn.ad and finely mouldrM], seemed to low the
•'-'"' ''•" l'!a\.d ,,ii i, u-iih ^hrcny toui'hes. Her eves of
tunnioi-..-l,lu.' -loanird with wonderful softne.ss under" light,
vr!\ciy I.-isli.-. Tiir dnu,pin- lids and jiatlietie temples SAig-
p'<trd .s.un.' unspeakable, silent n-janeholy; below the eves
iier e!:.,k.. v,,iv dead wliit<'. faintly veined' with blue to the
l'ri(t-e of th- no.,.. The nnse. aipiiiine and thin, had a touch
of royal diLniily, a rcmiiuler of bor noble birth. Iler lips,
pure and dolirai-lv cut. v.vre k,,,,,,,] i,,. ., ^„-,ii,._ d,,, ^^,^^^^^.^l
"uicome of incxhau^iible -ood Ininior. Her teeth were small
and wlntc. ,^hc had -rown a little stout, but her shapely
nips and slender wai^t were not di.^ligured in- it : the autumn
-r her beauty .lisplayed still some l,right flowers forgotten by
.-l-fing aid the warmer -lorie. of >uinmcr. Her finelv moulded
arm-, be,- smooth, lu.Mrous skin bad gained finer te.vture;
ti:e '"urm> bad filled out. And her opeii, serene countenance'
v.ilb Its faint color, the purity of her blue eves, to which too
n,'.!.' a gaze would have been an otTenee, expressed unchani,nng
ptit'etiess, the inflnile teiiderne-s of the anirels.

Ai the other side of the fireplace, in another armchair,
sal I'ne old si>ter of "iirhty. in everv particular l.itt dress the
exact image of hrr \.rothr-r: she listened to the paper while
kniltin, .stocking.-, lu.- which sight is uut needed. Iler eyes

m
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,,,,,,..-
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I !„ •,::^'"'"
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fn.h <' ,

"'!"-' •!in, M„h nl.huns ,h,.,t uvr. ncv.r
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'
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W.Mll

a >lncKni -'^''Hn,,.. ,„,.„„.,ant moiinn: the wonder
' '" -' lli.Tii at re.t. Xou- ,,„,nh.i.M.!!.. ,i,| ,;,,,,• , ,

,' " "' •^"" ""! then Mad,'-

--il.-^.^ua; :,''' "'^'/-•of ,he Ion. kni.tin
J 111, aie.--,-, and push a iin

>a
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mKl..r l„.r hou,l n. ,n^ h.r uhu. I,.ir.. .V ^p.^^r-T wo„l,l
'""'^"'^';.''""/"' '"'"• c-"l'Hly ~h,. k it in a::anu without
;'"> ''•;"'' l'n,-k,n;:h,.rs,.!f. Sh,. u.. ,, ^ upright as a shvple •

'"' '-I'nnnar r..^Mlitv n.i-ht !„ ,v,uanl,.,l a> ..,„ „f tl,,..,. old
;""";'/ -""!i';^^ln.li prov.. ,ha, ,,n,l,. i- a jKH-ion i„,!i.-

;;:r|;;:;,
;;•-'•"- -i.^- i^a,, a .„.,„., .„„.:.„. .o i.a

A> -,.„M a. Fannv .an- fl.at th. Ramn wa. a^I,.,.,,. sh. .oa.od

,

'-
,

-^ -''"'"•"" >Ih'I a,To,s from wimlow „, ui,„i„u-

p.luH ..aM,„, a,lop,..,, ,,,,,,, i,^^^^^^^

r'"^
'"""^';' '" '^'- -•' — )•> M'int a l,ar,no ",

un a.MUM,.,i a
.

|,,M, ,,ou^ ^Uu,.IM,v n,..n:n,l,. .!,4;;l „k

ol,lH>h.,-n,-aul:a,| no,„.,.,| ,lnrin,u- a forlni^ht na^t trvu,'

.'in ua\
. I.ut sho was >!u<hi„^r ,1,,. ,..,„,,„ , ,

• ,

'"

-"1 as ,h„n,h u w..n. an ..ra,.i ia , 't '

"l r"';'

f,.k.,fn,r .!,.,.! knufn.MUv,!!,., ,,„;M l„. i„,,n|

.i-., •
•'.

;;r;;,;';v;'"''

''"• ''^'i---'-' >-. ar.: „„ asK.op,
'

'

I' . sail! liic o|,| \w.nian sa-aiiuu.K-

''--'--.kn-k:Mano.,..;an.,. ,nioli,!„,l„.Iamn ami

,
'";*'-'•"'• '^','- ''^'"1^- "' llax. an,l a l.ttk- m.,..1. ami

a '.u,!..h,.,i,,i .,,,,, ,^.,.,,j,^^ fi-^'-li" u-as still

''k^ "• -un-t!iat ail was ri-!it in tlio staMc- and
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jrlar

iiiscd

A'lvin- i]w two Quo lioiin,l> their cvcninu- moal
I'.'irkin- ..f then, tuo rrc'ittirv. was tl.,- la^rsouml
Ilie (vh.M.s hirkin- in ih,. ,|;a-k walls of (h,. Ii.„i<,.

Th.<,. tu.> horn.. a,Hl !w„ ,]o;,s wvr.. iho last retnain^ ,.f the
•-I'-n-Ior of ..Invalrv. An i.na,:,inalivc tnan. .„tin. „„ th,
!""'' ^'''''' ^""' ^'I'.ni'l.min.cr himself to the , trv nf the
i:na<res still l,v,n- ,„ this dwell, „^, ,„i;rht have invn .^rtl,.,!
at l..mn^ the do;,s at.l the tramia,,^ hour, of the ,i,.i.hi,,;^

r.i<(,uiihi,la,-k ha. ran.l tanned fae.^., Hhi.i. .low a^Muhhorn
as nude., hnt always ..>ing o„ the n.ad tnafk. d out for them

e was now two an,l-IV,rty, and had lived ,n the ho„.. twetm-:
^

.• v-'ars. AIaden,o,..l|,. ),„, „„.,.,„i ,„^^„|.„ ^,^ ^when he was f,fte,.„. „n heann^ of the naron-s n.atTia... a

"

].roh..^ly n.ufn Thi. het^hman ..,,n>id,.,vd lnn>>elf X, I

-oithefannlv. lij' luul played . dh . alvMe. he lo.i,^'""
''f

''"-^- •""' '^'"^"'1 " """' •'>.' petted them sho.,,h they wet-e his own. He w.,re a she,,' faeket of I,'linen With httle j.oeket> that fla,.,,e,l ,.er h,' hip/ n
'

watsteoaMtnd t,-o„... of ,,.. .,j,^„,_^
lie Weather

diJ

alike, hliie stoekin-s and hohnailed shoe< When tl

"Otn in lu.s ])rovinf-e. '

Mariotfe who was al.o paM ferty, was a^ a wotnan exactly

h r
*:;;;'" r ^r' 'T'''-

^•-••^^'•''"-nerpatrrunin
a H th „„,„„ an,eli.„re. the .an,,, ,„,,!. .,,„-p

"•''1^ ^'>. It uas hard t,. .ma^nne whv Mariotte and Cas-ein, had never marned: ha, itmi;:ht have heen erimi a •

;i:,;"'""^'

^'"""'"''- '""•!—
1 sister. Mariot r.i!""> 'Town^ a y,.ar ,n wa.res. and (Jasselin a hun<lre,l livn^

;;•;;''•''''•:';'----' f'---. year would tlu.v hv^X^^
1.0 house.,, the, ;„,a,i..s. They were hothund.:r the jar c

i;rrr'^'"'^^
''•''''''''•''''-•''''- -'''-in la Vendee til

'<' !;-iher,s return. I i-uv ,.he had heen .^eatlv upset oni-artn, that her hroth-r was br.n,ntg honte a m.t e^ ;^th:
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houfjo, pnppnpin,!: ih;\f ~'ii> wmild luivc to Iny d(nvn the do-
iiifstii- sccptrv ill r^ivc.r of till' IJ^mnnr dii (iiiriiic, uhnsc lirst

SuLjfct >\\i' Uullld ihrll lie.

Mad<'riioi-cl!(. /^('phiriiir Imd ii.vn very n,Lrr('calily surprised
OH findin- tliat Mi,-> l-'aniiy ()"l!i-i.'ii wa,- \,<>vu to a" lofty posi-
tion, a irirl uho d,'ic-tid thr ininulo (arr< of hoiisckfcjiiii;,'-,

and \\]\n. like ;i!l ii.,lili. >ouN. Would haw pn-fcrrcd dry bread
from thr hakcr- lo r.uy In,,,! ^lu• liad t,, prrparc iuTscif : jap-
aliir of fiilliMinL-- all tlic duties of niollirrl I. strorii,' to en-
dure every iiecf-;>,iry privalioti. luit uitiiout cueri.'v for eom-
uiouphir,' iiiilu-!ry. Wlicii the i'.arou. iu the name of his
shrinkin.i: wiH'. lH--<:-ed his >i,Mer to tade the hou.-e, the old
maid emhraeed the l',aroiir» as lier sister; she made a
daiiudiler of hrr. >he adoivd lier. happy in hcini,'- aUowed to
eiaiiinue her eare of i,'oV(Tniti,i: the liou-e, ;:nd keepinir it with
ineredihif rii'or and nio-t er,)nonneal haidts, which she re-
hi\'-.| only (,ji Lrreat o(e;i>ioiw. vueh as her sister-indaw's con-
iiuem.ni and ficdiii-, niid everythiUL: that eould alfeet
Caly^Io. tile Uor-hiprd mUI of tlie house.

TJKiuirh the two ^Tvanls were aeeu>toine(i to tliis strict
rule, and iiecd.d no tellin-: thou;:h lh<'y took more care of
tlirir ma-l.T'- iniere^t- than of their own. stdi Madeiiioisello
Zephiriiie had an eye on everythin^^ 11,t attention havin<r
notliiii- I,, divert it, she wa< the woman to know withou't
L'oin- to look. Iiow lar-e the pjl,. of walnuts should he in the
loft, and how much corn was l.f; in the ptahled)in without
plnn-in;: lier sinewy arm into its deptlis. She wore a boat-
-\v:iin"> whi-ile altaehed by .-1 sirin- to her waistband, and
call. J Mariotte by vdii>tlin<r onee. aiid (la^selin hy wliistlinc^
tu !(•.•. Ca.-elin's chi.T happin,-. consisted in cultivating' the
L'.inlrn and rai>in,-: line fruit and .irood ve.iretables. lie had
so iittlc to do that but for his ,L^a^deIun,i: he would have been
b"iv.| to death. When he had .LToonied tiie horses in the
inurniii- he p,,li,-l„.,] the lloors. and cleaned the two jrround-
tloor rooms: he had little to do for his mast.Ts. So" in the
^nm!. n yon could not have foun,l a weed or a noxious insect.
Sonieiimes (;a>selin nught be seen standing motionless and
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"Aiv VMII inic;|-y. Ill;lil,iliic. nr llliucll;-"" hv ,l~ki'(l.

"'I'li.ink \(iii. liii
!"' sail] >\\i\

M'.ii-iriir Crnii.tiii. a ,,1,111 nf almiit fifty. ..f iiii.M!,' licitrht,

wraj.j..d iti liis -nun. iM^iiralli uliirh a pair of thj, Is .-.Imr^ uitli
silwr Inickli's were vi-iMf. ,-linur.l ,,\»>\<' hi- baiwU a I'al faci.,

"II ifU' v.liol.. fair, laii -all..u-. Hi- liainU ur,v plump. (lis
iil'l'i'l-likr (niintniaiKM- I, a. I -oinriliin- nf III,. Diii.li i,ur;rn-
iiia-i-r in ]\- ,alin r,,iiip|,.M,,ii ami ilir innr- ..f ih,. |1,.-||. ami
-nni..|hlll-. tun. .>( ||„. I'.ivlnii prasuil ill II. -Ilai-lil Mack
li.iir ami -parkiin- l.ladx nyn-. uin,], iir\,.ri linl,--. umv iiml.T
''" '"'ili-'il nf pncMly il.Tni-iiMi. ||i- , ! 1, r f 1, |,„ -,,. |ikn that
of all prnpin ujin-n c ,n>, i, .[Hn i - ralltl aihl pillV. CnliM ll|r,l to
i<-L Thnm ua- imthiii- an\iniw ,,.• f..rl.i(l.lin- in his Inuk.
as in that nf ihn-n iinhai)py l>i-i<'>ts wlm-n inaintmiancn .,r
pownr i- .!i-piii,.,l l.y iluir pari>hinnnr-. an.l wlm inMna.l nf
b.'in;:. a- N'apninnn >,, unvimlly -ai.l. the nmral Iradciv of tho
p.'npl,. and natiii-al ju>Iu-n,- ,,f ih,. p,,,rn. aiv n-af,lr,| a- cne-
laifs. Thr nm-i unh.licvin- i,\' .Mraii-vr, ulm -hniihl ^,>,.

.Mnn>i,.nr (Irinmni walkin- thmn-h Cm-fan,].. u,,ul,l havo
iv,'n-ni/(.l him a- ih,' >nuTri^u nf il„. Cathnlic tnwn; but
this sovcrni-n alnli,;,!,,! hi. -pininal nil,. I„.f,„v the f,Mi,|-il
.'^upivnia.v of tlm ,1.; (lu.'.ni,. familv In this ,irau-i„--r(.nm
hi' \va. a- a chaplain in tli,. hail .,f lii< !i,.-c. I,, chuivl, as
}i.> iravc th,- hlc-Mii^. In- han.l aluay- tumd fir., touanls
the chape! ni the linii.M., where tinar haiai and .-uonl and
their innii,. uviv carved ,,n th,. kev-mne ,,f i!,,. \aiiliin-

-I thoiidit that :\la,|,-m,,i-,.ll,"d,. I',n-Il,„! wa- h.-iv
"

o,i,]
the Cure, sentin- hini-e!f. as h.. ki-,.,! ih,- .iamue-s' h.,nd
".she „ Ins-n<r her -nnd liahic-. Is ,Ii,. fa-hinn f,,r dissipation
^pi-eadine-.- F.T I observe that Mnii-ieur le Chevalier is at les

I niuhes atrain this eveniiii:."

••S,,y nothing of his visits th.T-e b<.fnre Madeinoi.eile do
I <!i-iloel. e\,.hiniied then!,] ladv in an uiid,.rt.*ne.

'•Ah! madeniniselle." Mari,.tte put in. 'Iiou- can vou keen
the ulioletown from talkiuir?"

'

"An-l what ,!,, tlu.v .ay:" a-k..,l the Iiaron(Ss.

•,
":^.!'„'''r,

•"'''!' '!'"' "." "''' -""'!'- -'^''•.vb"dv. in short-
is raying tiiat he is in l,jVe uith Madeninis ;ie des Touehes."
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'•
\ voiin.i: IVII, 'A -.. li.iii,|-,,nic :i> Calv-t,. is only followiiij^

!ii> r.-illin;: liy mm:,.'!.. luniM'if IommI," -jml ih,. Baron,
'"riv 1,- M.p! Miui-,.||,. ,|,. I'rii-||(„ l." -ai,| M.-irioltc.
''''"' .i^'';n.| Ml li nrl,\,inl \\,i.-, m t',ir|. hcanl t.. criincli

"'"''•' ll'i' ''i>"- 'l-'MMHilr A>'i^>. lirraldr,! l,y ;, la,] bcariiii:
'i l.mlrrn. dii >. ,ii:- tln> rviaiiirr, .MariMltc traii^fcrivi'l
l"'i" ^'""l "I'l 'li-i''ir I.. Ill,, lai-p. hall, where ,>~Iu- couhl chat
"i'!' '""I I': li"' li-iil "I' llic r.-in caiidlf that l.unicl at the
''"' "'' ''"• '''''! ;'i"i -ii'i-.v "hi iiia!.l. thus savin- Iut nia>t..r"s.

Made,n,,i...!l,. ,],. |',.|,.||,„:l ^as a sli-ht, thin woniaii. as
y.'linu a-. I'le j.an liiiieni of an arciiivc, and wrinkle! like a
lake>u, [,i hy I he uind. u nil -ray eyes, hir-c. pnuniiieiit teeth,
.•Mid hand- like a niair.^: >iie was ..horl. .(.rlainlv (ro.,k..d, and
prriiap- .^rn liiunji-haeked

; hiil ih. .,ne had evc'r been curious
tn .-iiidy her perfeeiiiiMs ,,r inii.crrectiuns. Dres-cd iu the
.^.imc Myie a. MadcMi.M.~el|e du (;uenie. .he nia.lc .,uitc a coni-
i""'!"" '11 a hii^e iiia.^> of peiticoal^ and rrills when slif tried
'" f"^d ene nf I he two ojuiun-s in her p.wn l,v winch she got
•" 1" I I'^Mket.- Ih,. .~lran-e>t .-linkin- (,r kevs and monev was
""" '"•"••' !'•'"" I"ii''ath these .kin.. All th.. iron parapher-
nalia ol a -nnd hoiiM.wife wa.s to be iV,und on (,ne side, and
"" '!"• <'i!i. r her silvr snuil'-bo.x, licr thimble, her kniltin-'
'"d oilier jan-lin- objects.

'^'

Instead of the quilted hood wom bv Mademoisello du
(.u-.nic. .he had a -reeu bonnet, which she no doubt wore
when .he went ,„ |,„.k at her melons; like them, it had faded
from -reel, to yellow, and as for its shape, fashion has lately
nvived n u, I'ans „„der ,i„. ,,,„„,, „^. j.;,^._ ,^,j,^^ ,^^^^^^^,. ^^_^^
niaoe rnuk.r her own cyve bv her nieces, of jrroen sarconet pur-
''•'-''' ^" ''"'''ide. on a .hape she uou-ht new every five
v;.u-s at Nanie.--f.,. .he allowed it the life of an administra-
'"" iler meces a!., made her powns, out by an immemorial

!';"":'•':
,

'i'" "I'l -naid .1,11 used the crutch-handled cane«^Hcn L.nes earned at the he-innin- of the reiirn of .Varie-

H^r .hi,
,
b.ur,.,l il.e ermines of the ancient duchv ; the illus-'"nu. k:....,.n h„u.e ol I'-.n-iioel ended in her and her skster
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Tliiri vnunt'or sistt^r hail inarrnd a K'Tpirnut't, who, in

Fpiti' of itic (li-a)i|irnliatinn <>[' ilir iii'iu'i>li"i'. liai! aiM''il tin-

iiaiih' <.f l'iii-lli"'l 1" III:- uwii. ami i allnl hirii-rlf tin' N'icoiiilt'

dv I\i rL'arnU'''-l*<'ii-lii"'l.

'•llciM'ii ha- |iiiiii-1hi1 Imii." i!m' "M maiil wniiM -ay. "He

has niilv (iaii^rhlrr,-. ami lli'- iiaim- nf Kir;:an)Urt-l'fii-lIo('l

will l/i'CdIlif f\!inrt."

Ma(l^lll<li^(l^' (Ir I'lii-lin.-l cnjiivcil an mi'imit' of ahoiil

^;oV(n th<iii-aml I'ram- fi-niii laml. I'mp thirty -ix yi'ar.-, :-iiU'f

sho had ciiiiic of a,::v, .-lif hcr-dl' had in;ma,L:''il luT t-tat<'s ; sht!

rode <uit to iii^pcrt thian, and dii i-v.ry pniiit di.-playi'd the

liriiuiiss of will rhara<-tiTi-t!i- "i' d.'lMniii'd |m'I>oiis. Her

avaricf was the aiua/iimiit nt' :il! I'nr i,n Imi.'-ucs nwiul. Inil

vifwrd with no di^appi-ohal ioii. Sjn' k.pt niw woman MTV.int

and this lad; all her fXpfiiditiiri'. iiui iiirlu-ivo ol' taxrs, did

not conif to more than a tlmu-and Iranc- a year. IIimicc >\\o.

was the ohjrct of till' iiio-t ihilliTiii:.' afi.nlinn- from the

Kcruaroui'l-l'di-ilocls. who -pent the wiiiin' at .\anii'>. and

the Slimmer at ihi'ir ((Hintfy-houM' on iIh' iiaiik- lif the Loin'

just Ih.'Imw Indri't. It was Kimiv, n that i-ln' inlcndrd to li'avc

Ikt fortune and her savini's to tiial one of her tucrc- whom
sho mijiht prefer. 1-^vt'ry three luonih-- oni' of the four

Demoiselles de Kerfrarouel canie to >pci!d a f.w days with

her.

Jaequeline de Pen-lloi'l. a .L'fi'at fri«'iid of Zepliirine du

Giienie's, and hrouLiht up in the faith and h'ar of ilic Hreton

dignity of the (iuenits. had loiKcived a plan. >inre Caly-te'.s

hirth. of seeurinir her ilth to this youth hy irettiiii: hini to

niarrv one of these nieees. to he bestowed on him hy the

\'ieointtsse de Kergarouet-IVn-Hoel. She proposed to repur-

(ha.-e some of the best bind for the Gueiiies hy payin<: olf the

farmers' loans. When avarice has an end in view, it ceases

to he a vice; it is the iiistrumcnt of virtue ; its stern privations

beeomo a i'on<tant saeriliee; in short, it has jrreatness of

purpo.se coneeak»d beneath its ir-'anness. Z»''phiriue was per-

ha;i- in Jae(iiicline's secret. Perhaps, t(x\ tlie Baroness, whose

whole intelliL'ence was absorbed in love for Iter soil and tender
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'.T. r.r In. n,,!,..,-. „,,,v i,.v.. ,MM.>M.,1 M.n,..tl,in,' when .1,

l.-M-llo,.! .„uM l"-n„u„h luT, ,hv,.,f,..,. .h.v, CIkm-Im,,,.
,i,

K.T;.';,ruu,.., I,..r i,n„n„. umt... „„u- lir,,..,;, Ti,.. ,„•„..,
^i-.n.Mn.r (Inn.uni. u.,. ,n„l„nl„,.,|K. ,„ ,,.,, ,,,„„i,,,,„ . , ,„

M..W,^
.,

„
,

,|.,I-I,..|KH ,;hI,.„,
.^n>.,n.I:,„.|,l,,.H,.h,..,un...i

'T .nh ,.„...,>„„„ a. nn,h, I..,! ,1 ,., „„„, ,., ,.„„.^.

of tn!\ l...ln„,,n,|,,.(a,,,„„|,„,,i„
I'. n-II... I. 'l,.„i!v „•,,.„.

'" ""'""' "^"ava..,nr..u|,H.h.|„. a ,„k,.,| „,„,,, „,,,,,;„,,

uu ^Mii,irrr-I.nai| colf.rci cain Ir u-|ii,.|, i ,

»nsl„rr,„.v. |.n,l,.. a„,l ,l,„„i,, |,„,.,„„.,;„,|
" " I »'- rn.ln ,1

•\' tlir iiif)incnl wli.n i|.,. n-i,L.f i
•,,

i i

;";'"-;- >'•<:•'• ^n!:':i:^:in:::z,Ti:;
:,";";""'«"-"' mi:., .,1,,,, ,,, .

;

:;:,'T
|''77' '"''"''-••"- i-i.i> -".,,..,,,,„,, ,,;

, , f '"
""""" "li"-- '"|.|'l-».in..l l,vl™;.H,l ta,,,, „,,,,,,, H,,Mnu,.,,l^,,id:.

,,, II,,,,,, I,;
"

,",;,"" I."'""' 1"'^"- -r s„„i ,„,,,,„,,;,..
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lion sli

inttc (!.•

|iricst.

Mut if

li>n-:iili|

'iiinnnlv

iiu lied,

I" pay

<y ihii't

ili-tillct

;iii'cp(-

iic and

a vi>it

(•(iliilc-

il with

VCIlillf^

iiics,

—

>''(! in

ilhircd

rlrait.

fa. a

iff.wil

plrccs

error,

I'.u-

isa:,d

V ten

V the

f.'Ct

1 ufno

'man

licr

(1 in

hi r iiicii^ ,i< i(> iiiii'-ii .11- iif -.illaiiiry—she had all the iiidiil-

li''ii>
'

..[
.1 wuin.iii (.!' I he r.lil iv:.'iiii,'; I, lit >lir had a Imrnir ol"

li'i\"liili(.iiai\ III, mini-. ('al\-i('. uhw iiu;.dit liavc ri«rii in

li'f I -li tin ii\ inlri'jiir^ «ii|| •Inll Uorut'Il. WOlll (I liavi!

I'aH' n iiniiM n.( I\ if -i,.- hail i.ikcn iiti uhai >!

an.'liii \\a\>. M Kliiimi-

II' callcil I he nt'w-

n-lli)i|. whi) \Miulii liavc

iiriiMrlii.il a miih ..f niun.v m pay ,,ll' a ;:irl lie liad x'llurcd,
AMiiiM ha\i' n-ar.|ri| Caly.!,. a> a iviklr-- -piTidihril'l if <hi>

li'"I -''" i'Hn drivin- a lill)ury, <>v lirard liim talk of srttinp
•"ii' '''" l''in-. And if ^lie had tuund liiiii r.Mdiii^r ^,,„„,

iinpinii-; iiviiv,- nr iiru -jiapcc, it i^ inijM.-.-ibli' to iiiia;:in(' what
^ll• iiiii:ht ha\i' d'.iu'. 'i"u hi-r. tiiw nnii.ins tiirarit thi- rotation

if iiiiiirovi'iiicnts andd <v iii'i-r ruin mid' r the ''iii-i

nii'thod. land-- idiimii.!_\ inorti:a;.'i d .i,- a n-ult of
nuiit:- hir. llirifi ua- ihr real uav t

XpiTl-

o inaKr fort 11 ni-

pt.'d mail, I1.VI1I, III cuii-i-ird in lilliii.L'- iirr out hou.-fs with huck-
np. Ill uaiiin^r (<'V prir.'., to rise at the ri>k

wliral. :-\r, ami iiii

of hiiiiLf known to fnni- ilif mark.-t. and m nsoiutidv iioard-

As it happriicd. .-iraiiLTi'ly ciiouf/h, jijii-
iliLT h'-i' (•iirn--ai-

had ofii'ii mi-t wiih .L'ood iiar;:ain> that conlirm
prini-ij)l!'.-. Si

I'd tier in her
H' ua.- Ihoii'di I ( iinniiiL:. hut sho wa^ not real

•li'vcr; ^ll( had only thf inrlhodical liabits of a Dutch woman.
th" raiitioii ot a cai,

a land of rinniiii'. ua.-

111- piriinaiiiy of a priest ; and this. in

all

a- ,::oni| as the dceiiest pe
\w' >!•( Mon-ii-iir dii Hal.Lra lliis w

pest perspicacity.

Madrlllni-rllc do I'l'll-llocl, t,|k

eninj:!'" asked

milten- afli r exchaiiLrini: ihe ii.-ii;

iiiL^ Oil" her knitted worsted
H civilitle

•Ve.-. madi-moiselle. I >aw him airing' his doL' in the Mall
replied the Cure

'"Tlic'ii oiir iiioiirh,' will h|. livi'Jv tl

'\Vr Were hut four la?

lis oveninir," said she.

niLTht.

O
oiii .if a drawi r of oi

of line willow.

iHiearinj: the word ii>uiirhc. the priest roso. and hrou<rht
"' "' the cabinets a small, round basket

-onie ivory counters as vellow as Turkish to-
I'ii"". from twenty years' >ervi('e. and a pack of ^ards as
frre.i-v as tho-e of the ciHtoin-honse ollicers of Saint-Xazairo.
who .Illy have a new pack ouce a fortnight. The Abbe him^
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<i-])i„(\ flirt. ii-li ,i„ '•"''•'l"nm,l„,rvstyl..pn..,.,u|.

'-'. Ill,- 1,1

1

riMlft. U;|,

:"•"', ''.-nr,. of ,|u.V|„.v,,l„.r

^'I'niral <|,. K.T^ra-

i')i''iifiiaii-rii_ a
*'"-.'. ati.| a

•'" ""'-'• '•"m,.rlv t!a:....a,.,a,M n,,,!.,:

"'^ •' I'i'iv. Till. ,nn, ., ' ' '
'" '"-""". which

:'"• — '•"Knnin^ ,o I ,.,,'r

'' ^- ^'•<;''^'"^ '""• to .

''ra\-. -( .ill,

I

"''^'^'-'*''\''minH;l::',;::;::;;:..;r''r "- vaior.as

I
• 1

'"
' 1> <II III,. J\ ,),r .; n,,,,- ir . 1 1

-'''''
' !:ara, i,.,v „n his la..

and ,i, .,„v,l 1,; ,. .

'

/ "/'^ "^ -'""^' •ind „uirt as a ^nrl.

ttle
"-""- "-''fh.. ahsnr„,:..n„f^n

'"•'' van,u,s ]in

h<'r.'nn. ,.. ,,;j;':;,;'^;:;'7:;;-"'"-->.iwaiuiasfho,;ih

"
^^ * =^-^'"^'l"'^^' «uu. of a damn f.„

M;
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ho .!i-pl;iy.(l flu.' whii.. i,vi!, >. i ii, r- ,l -11111^, wliidi woro
rrHsMirin- as t- I;,. I.,,,l(!,; :n„l. ,u.!,,,l. h„ ,,„ni.I,nnt mu.^t
Maw Ih-, -1 ,,,! .-xpni-iv- .,iir. f.,r n ,-,,n..i-iM| i„ .ahiiLr four
m-'aU a .lav ..f tiiMiia-tic al.im.laiH .•, |i,, fr;i,iir. i,k.. tli.-

Hap.n"-. uas lar-r-hnn.'^l an. I ni.l.-lriMiblv .Mr.. 11^' .ov.tciI
\Mt!i par. h.ii.n! Mivl.la.l n^hilv .n.r Ha- I,,,,,.-. l,k.. thr
.'.ai of an Arab li..r-r thai .-Inn... i„ the' sun ov.r ,:- -...ws
llN-Mipl.Mnn ha.l |.r...-, r\..,| l\n- lann..l la,.. „ ha.l a,.m,,v.l
"1 liis v.na-.s l„ I,,,],;,, hia |„, i,„i |,r,,„j.^hi |,„ k n.. i.i. a. an.i
'"' r.naniMvm'..>. ||.. i,,,l ..nau-rat..!

; !„ l,i,| I,,,, ,,1| h„
^'"'"""•''""''••i'^"> ""^""lll'.'Oo., of Sa,nt-I..w„a„,i
a |MnM..n ..r,u,. thnu-an.l frauc-.. Iruitinialrlv rarn...| l.v la,
HTvius, an.l ].ai.l „ut ,.{ tl„. fun,! f,,, n:i^:i]'^nn-<..u-

'

Th.'
In.nnl.» l,v|...rl„.n,lria i!;ai l..! hun i., invent a li „,n.l
nnapnary a.l,n.nt> u,,- .a-,ly a...Hn,t...i \\,r l.v la- muF. nn.'s
<lurin^ (la.

,
ua.ra,,..,,. il- ha.U.Tu.! n, ,ia. i;„-,,an nar;

till tlM..Iay uh. n II.,. |.;,„jH.r.,r Ah.xan.l.T uan>..ilam 1.. M.n'..
n^'iiuM I-ran.v: !„ il,.,, rmiv.l ,,„,| u.,a ... 1.;,. at (),l...>a
n-.rth,. |.,„. .1,. Ku.lu.-M.u. uah wh„n. h.. ,,n,„. h-.m... an.l
"lH,pn.,un,lt„. paun,.n. -f .h. ,.,.,.... .lu,. ,0 tia. n.,U,.
M reck III 111,- alil iiniii-i iia\ \

At(l....l.a,lM,ri..„a-XVIir. h,...:an.. h.,rn,.,.>,;u,.-an,i..
an. wa>.. !,,,,..„ n.a,,r,.l-, I,,.,,,.,, Tl„. ( 'ur.^ th.. (

h,.al,..r.
amnia.l,.n,„,..||,. ,!,. l-.n-II,„.i i,a,l L.-.-n f„r lift.vn v.ar. ,n

'"lin.-l!i.ir..\rnin-, at th,- H.-.tci <lu't;,i,-.nu-.
^^iHtluT aU., .am,, a f,.u ,n.-,.n. of _...„1 faualv frotn tho
"UMan.lMnm..,l,at.. n..,^h -Iuh..!. h ,. ....v to ^.v that th.-
:"'"": '^""''.^- ^^"'•' "l"' 1«''"I'''- "1- this IiitK. Fauhoun: San.t-•-•'-mot 'i'.-li-ln.-t u.t.. uh,..hnool!i,.,al.a.a,l,nmo.l

;/'" ','•"' '"'" M'!-i"I.'.l t.. las post by th.- n.-w (;ov..rnn..nt

a' '-at puint in Gut-ran.]./,
kaysi btuek

-1/ -;/./,. ,a cort of loo) is a pamo p)av,] with fivo cards ,„

J-a.
...„1 an.l a tnrn-np. Th.- turn...l-np card dccMdos thetru.„p-. At .u ry frc.h dtai each player i.s at liberty to plavTty to play
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{:(!

or to rotinv Tf ho throws ;nvay lii- Imrirl, ho loses only his
depo.^it

; for as lontr ;is no fines hiiv.' hrcn iiaid into thcpool,
each player nui.st contrilMitc to it. 'i'hoso who phiv must make
a trick, paid for in proportion to the contents of the pool;
if there are five sous in tlie trick, he ])ays one son. Tjie
player who fails to pay is loaeil .- he tlien owes as niucli as the
pool contains, which incri'a-es it for tiie followini: deal. The
fines due are written down; ihiy are added to the pools one
after anotJKT in diniinisliini: order, the heavit>st hefore the
lesser Slims. Those wlio decline to play show their cards dur-
ing the play, iuit they count for notli'in,::. The })iayers may
discard and draw from the pack, as at fmrfr. in "order of
ficnioriiv. Kach player may cliange as many cards as he lik«>s,

so the eldest and the .second hands may use uj) the pack he-
tween them. The turned-up card Itelonirs to the dealer, who
is the youngest hand; he has a right to exchanire it for any
card in his own hand. One terrihh' card takes all others, and
is known as misfi;in.^: mistigris is the knave of eluhs. This
game, though so excessively simi>le, is not devoid of -"ntercst.
The covetousne^s natural to man finds scope in it, as well as
some diplomatic finessing ami play of expression.

At the Hotel du (iuenic each jdayer ])urchased twenty
counters for five sous, hy wlii.h the stake amounted to five
liards each deal, an important sum in the eves of the-^e ffam-
blers. With very great luck a j.layer might win fifty sous,
more than any one in (Juerandc spent in a dav. .\ii.l' Made-
moiselle de Pen-IIoel cnmo to this game—of which the sim-
plicity is unsurpassed in the nomenclature o. the Academy,
unless hy that of Beggar my .\eighhor—with an eagerness as
great as that of a sportsman at a great huntinsr party.
Mademoiselle Zephirine, who was the Baronets' partner, at-
tached no less importance to the game of mourlw. To risk a
hard for the chance of winning fiv. deal after d.'al. consti-
tuted a >erious financial speculation to the thrifty old
woman. an,l she threw herself jni,, i, with as much moral
energy a- the greediest speeiihitor pui^ into gamhling on the
Bourse for the rise and fall of shares.



BEATRIX 87

r>v ;i (l']iiiim;i!ii' ( onvi'ntion. dnliniz from Soptcmbcr, 1825.

iifiti- a rrrtiiiii ( \t!imu- when Mailcriioiscllc do Pcn-Hoel had

lo-l tliiriv-M\i n sou.-, tlic friinu' was cnticd as soon as any

oiir . \|>iv-M .1 a wi.-li to that ftrcct after losing ten sous. Po-

lilciii-s wmiM liMt allow of a player ix'inp put to the little

(li-c(.ii:f(irt <A' lu.ikii:.'- oil at the ;:anie witiiout taking part in

it. r>iit eviTv pa-<inn has its jcvuitieal side. The Chevalier

(ill llalua and ilie liaroii. two ohl j)olitioians, had found a way

of cvailin.r the art. When all the jjlayers were equally eager

to jirolonL'- an ixiiting game, the hrave ("lu'valier. one of those

hachtlors wlio an' prodigal and rich by the expenses they

pave, al'.vavs olTc red to lend Mademoiselle de Pen-Hoel or

Mailruioi-i'll" /I'lihirine ten eounters when either of them

had lost liiT live sous, on the understanding that she should

repav tlieni if -he should win. An old bachelor might allow

liiniself surh an aet of gallantry to the unmarried ladies.

T!ie I'.aion al-o would olfer the old maids ten counters, under

pretence of not stopping the game. The avaricious old

wonii 11 always aecepted. not without some pressing, after the

usage and cii-toin of old maids. But to allow themselves such

a piei-e of extravagance, the Baron and the Chevalier must

f'lr-t lia\e won, otherwise the offer bore the character of an

alfroiit.

This game was in its glory when a young Mademoiselle de

Keiuaroult was on a visit to Ivr aunt— Kergarouet only, for

the family Iiad never succeeded in getting itself called Ker-

garoiu't-i'eii-iloid by anybody here, not oven by the servants,

who had indeed perein]itory orders on this point. The aunt

sjioke of the nxtiichc parties at th(> du Guenics' as a great

tnat. The girl was enjoined to make herself agreeable—an
eisv matter enough wh(>n she saw the handsome Calyste, on
wliMiii the four young lailies all doted. These damsels,

hroiijht lip in the niid-t (if modern civilization, thought little

of !i\e sou-, and paid line after fine. Then fines would be

scop I lip to a total s(unetinies of five francs, on a scale rang-

iiiL:- !' ill tv,-o sous and a half up to ten sous. These were

evenin..- of inlciirc c.\citciiRiil tu the old blind woman. The
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tricks wero callml iiiin.<i (<ir hnmls) at Cut'Tando. The Bar-

oness would pnss hrr foot on tuT si>tor-in-la\v's as many times

as she had. as she Im liivcd. tricks in her liand. The question

of phiv or nil ]>la\ on mcasions '.vlien tlie pool was full led to

secret "stn!ir"-Ks in which covetousness contended with alarms.

The plavirs would a^k each other, "Are you coming in?"

with feejint:-^ uf mvy of those wlio had good enough cards to

tempt fate, and spa>nis of despair when they were forced to

retire.

If Charlntie de Kergaroiii't. who was commonly thought

foolhardv. was lucky in her daring when her aunt had won

nothiuL'. -he was treated with coldness when they got home,

and liad a little lecture: '"She was too decided and forward;

a vnuni: irirl might not to challenge persons older than herself;

slic had an ovcrhold manner of seizing the pool, or declaring

to [ilav: a voung person shoidd show more reserve and mod-

e-tv in her manners; it was not seemly to laugh at the mis-

fortunes of others." anil so forth.

Then perennial jests, repeated a thousand times a year,

hut always fre,-h, turned on the carriage of the hasket when

the pool overfillid it. They must get oxen to draw it, ele-

phants, horses, as>es, dogs. And at the end of twenty years

no one noticed the staleness of the joke; it always provoked

the same smile. It was the same thing with the remarks

caused 1)V the annoyance of sci'ing a pool taken from those

who had helped to iill it and got nothing out. The cards were

(jeiilt with automatic slowness. They talked in chest-tones.

And these respecta!)le and high-horn personages were so de-

lightfully mean as to suspect each other's play. Mademoiselle

(le i'en-Hoel almost always accused the Cure of cheating when

:ie won a ])ool.

"But what is so odd." the Cure would say, "is that I never

cheat when I am fined."

No (iiie laid down a card without profound meditation,

without keen scrulinv. and more or less astute hints, ingenious

and se.p. hing remark>. 'I"he deal- were interrupted, you nuiy

be sure hy gixsip as to what was going on in the town, or
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:dis(ni<^ion<: on politics. Frequently the players w^uld pause

i(,r a .luarter of an hour, their cards held in a fan against

thrir ch^'st. al,>nrl)ed in talk'. Then, if after such an interrup-

tion a (ounter was sliort in the ])ool, everyhody was certain

that his or her counter was not missing' ; and generally it was

the Chevalier who made up the loss, und.T ixeneral accusations

of thinking: of nothing: hut the sinj:in;: in his <'ars. his head-

«( ho, or his fads, and of forgc'tting to put in. .\> soon as he

had paid up a countiT, old Zephirine or the cunuing hunch-

back was seized with ri'inorse; they then fancied that perhaps

the fault was theirs; they thought, they douhted ; but. after

all, the Chevalier could "aiford the little loss I The Baron

©firn (|uite forvrot what he was ahout when the misfortunes

of the Eoyal family came under discussion.

Sometimes the ^'ame resulted in a way that was invariably

a surprise to the ])layers, who each counted on bein.L' the win-

ner. After a certain number of rounds each had won iiack his

counters, and went away, tlie hour being late, without loss or

profit, but not without excitement. On these depressing even-

ings the mouche was abused ; it had not been interesting; the

players accused the game, as negro i beat the reflection of

the moon in water when the weather is bad. The evening

iiad been dull : they had toiled so hard for so little.

When, on their first visit, the Vicomte de Kergarouet and

his wife spoke of whist and boston as games more interesting

tliau moncho, and were encouraged to teach them by the

liaroness, who was bored to death by muuclic, the company

]eiit ihemselves to the innovation, not without strong protest;

but it was impossible to make these games understood: and

a< Hinii as the Kergarouets had left, they were spoken of as

owrwbelmingly abstruse, as algebraical piuzles.and incredibly

(lil',! uh. They all |)referred their Ix'Ioved inoucln-, their un-

jiptciitious little uiDUchc. And umnehc triumphed over the

niwdt III games, as old things constantly triumph over new in

Britmtiv.

' m

Wl:;' • the Cure dealt the cards, the Baroness was asking
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\hc riif.vnlirr <1i! fT.ilirn tlic .-niiif qnostions a? sho harl a?ko(l

the ihiy hclnic .i- to \\\< liciiltli. 'I'lic ("licvalicT iiiado it a

point of liiitmr tn h.ivc ~uiiic iH'W cninjilaiDt. Thouu'li tlio

(|u.sti()n> uvi-c ;iiu;i\.- iiir >amc. the Captain Iiad a jzrvat ad-
vaiitaLic in In- nplir-. To-day liis false ril)> ha<l hccn trou-

l)lin,i: liini. T'lc ivniarkaMc tliin,Lr was (hat the wortliy man
never e(i!]i)il,nni il of his wounds. Everything serious he
was piv],ni(c! I',,;-, lie understood it; liut fantastic ailments

—

pain- iji !ii- lir.id, dnus devourin'r Ins inside, bells rin^-in"- in

his iiir>. .111. 1 a ihoii-and oilier erotehets worried him greatly;
he set up ,1- ;iii inetiralile, with all the more reason that physi-
cian- knnu- no rcnu'dy for maladies that are non-existent.

••Vi -terd.iv. I fancy you had pains in your logs?" said the
Cure \fry seriou-ly.

''They move ahout." replied du Ilal^^a.

'•\.cis> in your fal-e ril.-r" asked .Madenioisollo Zephirine.
'•And made no halt on the way i--" said Mademoiselle de

I'en-IInl'l with a smile.

'i'he Chevalier liowed irravely, with a noirative shake of
the head, not without fun in it, which would have proved to
an oh-erver that in his youth the :-eaman must have been
witty, loved, and lovintr. His fos-ilized lif(> at (Juerando cov-
ered perhaps many memories. As he stood planted on his
lieron lej:s in the >un, stupidly watcliin^- the sea, or his dog
pportiniT ou the Mall, perhaps he was alive again in the
Earthly W radi-e of a pa-1 rich in remembrance.

••So the old Due dc Lenoiicourt is dead I"' said the Baron,
recalliiiL' the passige in the (Jmilidieinie at which his wife
had stopped, '-Well, well, the lirst gent!enian-in-waiting had
not long to wait before following his tnaster. 1 shall soon go
too."

'•Mv dear! my dear!" said his wife, gently patting his lean
and i-nv hand.

"lot him talk, sister," said Zephirine. ".So long as I am
abo\. 'jround. he will not go under ground. Ho is younger
than i am,""

A (heerful smile luightened the old woman's face when
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*ho T'nron (Impp.-il ;i rri]'''-'.'>i>]] of tlii? kind, tho pliyors and

(:ill(;-- v,i:m!,; I
.'', Ill I'.-ic'i c.'iicr !iii\ion>ly. .irricvo! to find

till' IxiiiL.' "I" < lih'r.ii!'!" 111! (M spirit>. 'I'Iin-;y uiio liad conn' to

fcr hiiii v.oulii .-.!;• a- ilirv V.-' lit away. "''.Morisicnir da (iu'nic

is niiiili (1( jirrr-^i il : lia\i' yi u iinticed iiow nnich lie sli't>ps?"

And ii"\t day all ( Jui'-iMiidi' uould he talkinu'' of it: "Tho
liarcii d.u (iurnir is I'ailiiiir."' Tl'.e wurds Lr'/an the cunver-

eation in cvrry l!OU.--(' in the }>]aee.

'"And is Tlii-i>i' well l'"" a~ked .Aladenioiselle d'' Pen-noel

as soon as the deal wa.s over.

'•'riio po')r littK" hca-t is like ine," sadd tlie Chevalier.

*'IIer nei'M^ ai'e out of oriivr ; .-lie is ah\ays holdini^ up oni' of

her le.irs as she run-.- -Lilce this."

And in showin;: h.ov.- Tliislje lan. hy Ix.ndin.u' his arm as he

rai>ed it. the C'liovaliiT allnv.c.t his n;'i'ihhor. .Mademoiselle

di' ren-TIot'l, to see his eard-; slio wajueil to know whether
he had trumps or •. '>:li;jri.^. This wa.- a Inv-t llnesse to which
he fell a prey.

"Oh!" e.xelaimcd the I'aroness, "the tip of Monsieur le

Cure's nose has turned pale. 1;.,' niu-t have niisti^Tis I"'

The joy of having niistigris was ^o great to tht» ('ure, as to

ell the ])layers, that the poor priest could not disguise it.

There is in each human face some spot where everv secret

emotion of the heart li(-trays ifsolf; and these good yieople,

aceustonifd to uati'h each other, had, after the lapse of years,

discovered the weak ])lace in the Cure—when he had niistigris

the tip r)f his nose turned white. Then they all took care not
to play.

••Voii have had visitors to-day?"' said the Chevalier to

Iklad.nioiselle de IVn-iloel.

"'^-•-: one of iiiy hrother-in-law's cousins, lie surprised
rie hy telling me of (he intended marriage of Madame la

Coiii!e-M' di' Kerga.rou;';, a de;aoi^elle de Fontaine
"'

•-\ e;!!iLditer o|' (
1 ra!id-.7a,e(iiies !"' exclaimed du Ifalga, who

durii'L i-^ stay in I'aris had never left his .Admiral's sirle.
'•'1

h. i',,iiiite-- iidierif-; evrrvfliing; -he has married a man
who v.a.- ambas.-.dor.— ile loiJ ,ne the most e.xtraordinury
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ihinps nbont our noiahhor. "Nrafloinoi=cllo dos Touches; so

oxtranrdinnry, tliiit I will not bcliovo them. Talysto could

never lio so attentive to her: ho has surely enough good sense

to pereeiv(> such monstrosities."

"Monstrosities I"' said the Baron, roused by the word.

The I'anmc-s and the priest looked meaningly at each

other. The cards were dealt. Mademoiselle de Pen-IIoel

had niistii^ris: she did not want to eontinue the conversation,

but was glad to eovcr her delight under the general aiiiazc-

nient caused liy this word.

"It is your turn to lead, ^lonsieur le Baron," said she,

bridling.

".My nephew is not one of those young men who like mon-

.strosities," said Zephirine, puking her knitting-pin through

her hair.

"Mistigris ' cried Mademoiselle do Pen-Hoel, without

answering her friend.

Tile Cure, wlio ajipeared fully informed as to all that con-

cerned Calyste and Mademoiselle des Touches, did not enter

the lists.

"What does she do that is so extraordinary, this Made-
moiselle des Touches r" a.>ked the l>aron.

"She smokes." said .Mademoiselle de I'en-Iloeh

"It is very wholesome," said the Chevalier.

"Her Ij.icon?" asked the Baron.

"Her bacon I She does not save it,"' retorted the old maid.

"Every one ])Iayid, and every one is loocd; 1 have the

king, queen, and knave of Irumjis, mistigris. and a I'ing,"

said the l>aroness. '"The jicol is ours, sister."

This stroke, won without I»Iay, overwhelmed ^lade-

luoiselle de IVn-lioel, who thought no more of Calyste and
.Mademoiselle des Touches. At nine o'clock no one remained

in tiie room but tlie Baroness and the Cure. The four old

people had gone away and to bed.

Tile Clievalier, as usual, escorted .Mademoiselle de Pen-JIoel

to her own house in the ^larket I'hiee, making renutrks on the

skill of the last player, on their good or ill luck, or on the

iil!
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pvcr-noMT plee with wliich Madctnoisi'llo Zt'phirine's pocket

rii;_'ulfc(l licr winiiintN, for the ol<l liliiul woman niado no

.ittonipt now to disguise the expression of lier sentiments in

lur faee. Madame du (iuenic's ahsenee of mind was their

Milijcit to-niglit. Tlie dievalier had oi)scrvfd tiie charming

1 ri-hwoman's inattention tc the game. On the doorstep, when

li.r hov liad gone upstairs, tlie ohl huly replied in conlidence

Id the Clievalicr's guesses as to the Baroness" strange nuinner

|.v these words, t)ig witli imj)()rtance:

•| know the reason; ("alyste is done for if he is not soon

married, lie is in love with Mademoiselle des Touches—an

iinrcss!"

"In that case, send for Charlotte."

"My sister shall hear from me to-morrow," said Made-

iiKii^elle de I'en-IIocl, bidding him good-night.

From this study of a normal evening, the commotion may
!» imagined that was produced in the home circles of (Jue-

ivnde by the arrival, the stay, the departure, or even the pass-

iiiL'- tlirough of a stranger.

Wlien not a sound was audible in the Baron's room or in

Ills sister's, Madame du (luenic turned to the priest, who was

jKii-ively playing with the counters.

'"I see that you at last share my uneasiness about Calyste,"

she said.

"Did \ou notice Mademoiselle de Pen-Hoel's prim air this

evening?" asked he.

'"Yes,"' replied the Baroness.

'•>ihe has, I know, the very best intentions towards our dear

r.ilvste: she loves him as if he were her son; and his con-

ilurt in la Vendee at his father's side, with Mahame's praise

iif his devoted behavior, has added to the alfection Made-

iiii.i-elle do Pen-IIoel feels for him. She will endow either

of her nieces whom Calyste may marry with all her fortune

by deed of gift.

"You have. 1 know, in Ireland, a far richer match for your

belovid boy; but it is well to have two strings to one's bow.

In the event of your family not choosing to undertake to settle

I'f
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aTivtliin<j on r'iilvstc Madiiiini-, !lc i!.' Pen-Hoi'l"- fortune !•=

not to lie (IfspiMd. ^dll rniiM. no (|i iitil. Iiml vour son a wiff

witli M'vcn tliou-and francs a year. Imt not tlic savings of forty

vcars, nor land- !ManaL;v(l. tillfd. and k'^yl up as Mademoiselle

de IVn-HoidV are. Tliat u irked woiimn. Madeuioi-elle des

Touehes, ha- come to -pod evfrylliin<:. We have at last found

out soineiliini: alioiii her.""

"Well !' a-ked the mother.

'(»h. -he i- a -lui, a iia<:,L'a.Lfe,"' exclaimed the Cure. "A

woiiuni of dnuiitful hal.its. ahvay- h.inuin.Lr ahout tlie theatres

in the company of actor- and act^e-^e-. sipuinderini: her for-

tune with Joiii-nali-ts. i iiitci--. mu-ii laii-— the dcvilV own,

in short ! When >he wi ,e-, >lie u-es a dill'erent name in her

hooks, and is hetler kiiowii l,y that, it is >aitl. than hy that of

do 'ro\iche-. .\ iHTtVd imp. who ha- never heen inside a

church since her lir-l communion, cMcplinL,' to stare at statue:*

or picture-. Slic has -pent her foiiune in deeoratinj: Ics

Touches in the mo>t imiuopep manner to make it a sort of

^^lahomclV i'aradi-e, where liie houris are not women. There

is more .iroo(l wine drunk there while -he is in the place than

in all (lucrande i)e-ides in a year. La-t year the l)enioi:^clles

Bou.irniol had hu- lodpT- some men with p'oat-" lu'ard-;. sus-

pected <d' hein-' -hine-.' who UM'i\ to ^'o to her house, and who

sani,' soiii;- that made iho-e vii'tuous jrirls blush and wee}).

That is tile Woman your -on at present adoivs.

"If thai ( Tcaiure were lo a,-k tliis ev<'nin,i: for one of the

atrocious hook> in wliieh athei-t- nowaday- lauji'h everything

to scorn, the voimu: Chevalier would come and saddle his horse

with hi- own hands, to ride olf at a irallop to fetch it for her

from Nantes, 1 do not know that Calyste would do so much

for the Church. .\nd then, r.retonne as she is, she is not a

Knvalist. If it Were iie(t-sary io march out. gun in hand,

for tile irood cau-e. -hould Mademoiselle des Touches—or

Camille Maupin. i'-i' that. I reniemher. is lier nanu—want to

keep Calvste with h' r. vour .-on would let his old father set

out aioue."

"2so."' said the Baroness.
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-I .lioul.l not liko to put liim to tlio tost, yon mi-rlit fool

i, luu piiiiinillv." rrplird thr Ciitv. All (Jurnin.!.' is in a

,,,„„„„li„n over the Chrva'i.T-s pa-ion for this a.nphil.ions

,1-, iiiuiv that is ncilluT tuaii nor u.anan. who smokes like ii

,,-,„,|„.|-. writo like a junrnali-t, and. at this inomrnt. has

„,i,l,.|- h,.,- roof the iiioM Mialii-Miaiit writer of iheiii all, aeeord-

i,!^- to tlie i.ostnia>ler—a triiiniier wlio rea.N all tlie papers.

It i- i.ilk.d of at Naiit.'^. This moniiiiu' the Ker.L'aroui't

...ii-iii. \vlio wants to Mc ('h;irlotte married to a man who has

-iMv ih.HHaiid franis a year, came to rail on Mademoi^-elle

,1,. !', ii-llni'l. and turned tier head with roundahoul tales ahout

Mad.nioiM'lle des Toiudies which la-ted >even liours.—There

i- a (piarter to ten striking' hy the dnirch clock, and Calystc

j. ii,,t cnme in; he is at les ToucIk-—I'erhaps he will not come

h;i, k till mornin.ir."

Til,, ^,arone^s listened to the ftire. who had unconsciously

Mi!.Mitulcd monolo.irue for dialo.Lrue; he was lookin.ir at this

'iihh of his flock, reailin.u' her uneasy thouirhts in her face.

The r.aronoss was hlusliin^' and trenihlin.i:. When the Abbe

Crinioni >aw tears in the distressed mother's beautiful eyes,

he \\a.- deeply tonched.

•i will see :\Iadeinoiselle de IVn-Hoid to-morrow, be com-

muted." said he. in an eneoura.irin,': tone. "The mischief is,

|M.rha|--. not so ^nvat as rumor say> ; I will ilnd out the truth.

r..-ides. .Mademoiselle ,Iac(pieline has confidence in me.

A-ain. we have hrouiiht up <'a!y>te. and lie will not allow him-

seli' to he bewitched by the demon : he will do nothin,i: to dis-

iiiHi tlie peace of his family, or t!ie plans we are makin,;.' for

]ii> fiitnn' life. Do not weep: all is not lost, madame; one

fiiii't i- not vice."

-VdU only tell me the details." said the Baroness. "Was

nut I tlie lirst to perceive the chanue in Calyste? \ mother

fcils keenly the pain of beini: secuiul in iier son's affections,

the -rief of not beiniX alone in hi- heart. That phase of a

mai!" life- is one of the woes ef motherhood; lint thoujrh I

knew it must come. I did not expect it so soon. .\nd. then,

1 cell id have wished thai he should have taken into his heart
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some licaiitifiil and ikiIiIc (Tcaturo, not a more actress, a
postiirt'-iiijikfr. a whikiii uiio fn'(|iitnts thoatrcs, an authoress
aceu.-toiiicil to f( i-n tViini;.', a had woman wlio will deceive
him aii<] make iiiiii u nteh'd. She has had 'airairs?"

*'

"With iiiaiiv III. n."" ^aid the \hh.'' (irimont. "And yet this
niiseri'ant ua- horn m Itrillany. She is a disirrace' to her
native ,Miil, On Suiiday I will pivarh a .MTiiion aitout her."

"lU- no niraii-!" cxchiii 1 t!ic liar >-:. ••'rJH- marsh-
men and |.va-an(s are eaiiahle .,1' attaekini: j.s Touches,
(.'alv.-ie is wnriliy <d" his name: he i- a true lireton ; and some
evil iiiiLdil eome of it if he were there, for he would fi^dil for
lier as if she were the IJlessi'd \ irtzin."

"It is sirikinix ten; 1 will hid v,,ii ^wid-ni^dit," said the
Ahhe. li^ditin^' the orihu.^ of his ! it.-rn, of which the clear
frhi.-.- panes and jilitterint; metal-work showed his hou.se-
kee|ier"s nniune care for all the concerns of llie house. "Who
could have told me, madame." he went on. "that a young
man nursed at your hrea.-t. iiion-lit up by me in Christian
ideas, a fervent Catludic. a hoy who lived like a lamb without
sjwt. would plun;:e into such a foul l.oix?"

"Rut is that (juiti' certain:-" -aid the mother. ".\nd. after
all. how coidd any woman help loviui.' C'alvste?"
"Xo proof is needed heyond that witch's prolonrred stay at

les Touches. Durin-; twenty-four yi'ars. since she came of
age. this is the lonirest visit .-he has" paid here. Happily for
us. her apparitions have hitherto heen brief."

"A woman past forty!" said the Baroness. "I have heard
it said in Ireland that such a wouuin is the most dangerous
mistress a young man can have."'

"On that point I am ignorant." replied the Cure. "Xay,
and I shall die in my ignorance."

"Alas! and so shall I," said the Baroness. "I wish now
thai I jiad ever heen in love, to he able to study, advise, and
comfi.rt Calyste."

The priest did not cross the clean little courtvard alone;
Ma<lai:M. .hi Cuenic went with him as far as the "i,rate, in the
hope el hearing Caly^te's step lu CJuerande; bur she heard

vjvr iw T'^<'/w?^]'*aiia^,flh®cwif*p*^^
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only th.' Iicavv sound of tlic ALhOV (Llihcruto trt'iul. which
1 cfii-cil wlicn (he shutting:t>\v I'liintcr in the distjii

(if llic iiritst's door cciioi'd ilirou;,di tin- silent town.
Th- pour rnotlKT went ind(M.rs in d<s|.air at h-arning that

thf uhul,- (own was infornicd of what she had hclii'ved hcr-
.-.If alono in knowin;:. She sat clown, revived the lamp hy
'uttini: the w!-!< with a pair of old seizors, and took up the
w.ir-i.d work ^lie wa-* aeeustoiiied to do while waiting' fur
(•al\>ie. Slie nattered herself that siie thus indueeij her son
I" euiiie home earlier, to spend less tiiiie with Maiiemoisollo
<!es Touches, r.ut tliis strata^'em of maternal jealousy was
in vain. Calyste's visits to jes Tou< lies heeanie more and
more frequent, and every evening,' he came in a little later;
at last, the previous night, he had not returned till mid-
niLdit.

The Baroness, sunk in me.litation. set her stitches with tho
erier;:y of women who can think while f(,llowiiii: some maiuial
xiiipation. Any ono who should have seen her heni to catch
ihe li;,dit of tho lamp, in the midst ..f the pam^lin;: of thi.s
room, four centuries., Id, must haveadmire.l tJic noble pieturc.
I'anny's flesh had a transparency that seemed to show her
Ihou-hts Icpihle on her brow. Stun-r, now. by the curiosity
that comes to pure-minded women, she woniiered bv wha\
diabolical secrets tlu-e .lau<ihtcrs of Baal so bewitched' a man
as to make him forirct his mother and his familv, his country.
his self-interest. Then she went so far a> to wish >he could
see the woman so as to jud-c her sanely. She calculated
till' extent of the mischief tliat the innovatinir spirit of the
a-t—which tho Cure described as so dangerous to vouthful
s(,uls—mi^lht do to her only child, till now as ^ruileloss and
pure as an innocent girl, whoso beauty could not be fresher
lliaii his.

<'ilysto, a nohlo offshoot of the oldest Breton and the
noiilest Irish blood, had been carefully brouirht up by his
nu.ilier. Till the moment when the Baroness handed" him
over to the Cure of Cuerande. she was sure that not an inde-
ccni ^voTd, nor an evil idea, had ever soiled her son's ear or

I

Tn^^W^
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his undfTstandiii;.'. The iiiHili.r. iifirr rojirinir liirii im licr

own Miiik, ami llni- L'iviiii: Inm a (Imililc infu-p.n nf Iht

blood. cDiild pn ~riil liiiii III \ ir,i.'liial iniiiKiiKf lo ihc pric^i

wlio. out f)f rcvcn iiic I'or I hi' I'amily. innlri'to-.k lu L'isr hiiu

a coiiiph'ti- ami ('hfi-lian ••"liualion. ('al\«li' ua- 'ijuiatt'il

oil till- phm 111' ihf Sriiiiii.iry wlirrr ihf .\1iIh'' <lriiiiiiiii hail

Imci! l)r'Hi;.'ht ii|i. Ills mothiT taii;.'hl hiin IJi'.'-li-!i. A iii.illi-

t'liiatical ii.,.>trr ua- (li>cit\iTfil, not \\iiln>iii <liilii iih •. , auhaiLr

till' clerks at Saiiit-Nazairc. ('aly.-li-. i>l Ti-r. kn. w nnh-
iiiL' of moiliTii litriatiirc. or of the laii-t ailvaiKi' aii'l [iro;:-

ri'ss of scii'iicc. ili> nhicatioii was iimitiil to ih'- ;:iii^'ra|i!iy

and fina^ciiialiil hi.-tory taii^lil in ;.'irl>' srliool-, |o \\\f Latin

anil <;ri-(k of the Seminary, to thr lilrralun' <<( ihi'l lan-

;:ua^'i's, ami a liniitid selection of Frnuli unlir-. W in n. at

sixteen, he hcLMii what the Ahl,' 'lliil his eunr-i' nf phil-

osophy, he wa>>till as innocent as at lli>' niouuiit uLiii I'aiiny

hail hamleil him over to ;lie Cure. The Clmnli was no le-s

maternal than the mother, uiihoiil hrim: hi^'nieil or riijieii-

lous. this well-l)e|ove<! \niilh wa- a r<T\iMl Calimlii'.

The Baroness lonireil to plan a happy aie! oli--iiri' lilV for

her haml>onie and immaculate son. She cxpei-iMd .-dihc Imle

fortune from an old iuml. aiioiit two or three tliou.-ami jioumls

slerlinir; this sum. adijcd to the pn-cni rMriuiif nf the

(lUenic-, mi^rhl enahlr her to liml a wilV for (
',il\-.--tr who

would hrinir him twelve or fifteen thi'U-aiid frai: - a \r;\r.

Charlotte de Ker<:aroui't. with her auiil's mmit v, ,-iinc rich

Irish ^nrl. or any other heire—— it wa- a matii-r i.f imliirer-

ence to the Harone^s. She knew nothiiii,' of li.vc; like all tho

peoi)le amon^' whom she lived. >lie re.L'ariled marri ii:e as a

steppini^-stone to fortune. l'a--ion was a ihiiiu' iiilxtiown to

these Catholics, old people wholly oecn|iievl in s:i\inir their

souls, in thinking: of (lod. the Kintr. ami their o\'. n wealth.

No one, therefore, can he -urpri-ed at the ep. iv of the

reflectieiis that niin;:leii with the wounded feelin.- in this

mother- heart, liviiej. a> «he did. as much fer her In *
'> inter-

ests as ]': his affection. If tlu^ yoiiHL: eoufile uould ' ut li>ien

to reaseii, by living par>imoninu>!y and ecouomiziii::, as

H'i
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rfiinury fi'lk kw-w Im'.r, l,v thf -I'dnul p>n'Tatinn tlif dii

• ill. nil-* mi;;lil n [Mill lia-c ilinr c-iitc^ .ind rt-conciucr the

-! Iillcl.ir of U.:illii. 'I'll.. I?;in,i. -^ !|<.|M(1 to live i>, 1m' old

tliiii >\u- iiiiL'lit -.. ihr il.i\ni ..f thiit lir.. of ..iisc. Miulf-

iii-.i't II.' .Ill i.iii'h:,- l,:i,| i!ii.l.'r-i..i).I aii.l ad.iplrd this schornc,

an. I II. .\v It \.i^ thn-atiii. .| iiv .Mad.'iiiuiM'il.- dts Toiuhcs.
M.iil.iiui' clii (linnir inard (iiidMi;^lit >lnkc with horror,

an.
I

-111. rii.hiivd an lionr iii.nv of iV.iii'iil alarni-, for the

>tr.'k.- ..f <>!), raii;_; (nu. imd ,tili ('aly-tf had not cotiic liomc.

••Will hi. >tay I'l.T.?" she woiidi'ivd. -It would bo the
fir-i liiMc— poor cliiM I"

Ai till- tiioiiii 111 »'al. -to'- >trp was heard in tlip <troot. The
p.'..r niotlnr, mi v, h-..,. hrart j.y to..k the placo of anxiety,
ll.'u t'r.iiii the ro.iiii to the ua;,. ami opened it for her son.

•My .l.ai-e-i iiii.iJ!. r." cried ( 'aly-t... u itli a look of vexation,
uhv .-It lip l^.r 111.:-' I !ia\e ih,. lat(h-k<y and a tinder-hox."

'•^.111 knou-. my eliiM. tiiat I can never sleep while you are
•.ut."' -aid -h.'. ki--ii)_r him.

Wluii the Ilaroiic-- had returned l.> the room, she looked
into her son'ri faeo to nad in its oxpn'ssion what had hap-
jicMcl diiriii.ijr the evi'tiin;:-: hut tliis look producnl in her. a-
il aluay- did, a certain emotion wliich cii.-Lim d...- not ui'aken

uliich .-ill lo\iii_r moihers feel as they ;:aze at their liuniaii

iiui-ierpiecc. and which for a iiiumcm dims their si.i,dit.

Cilyste lia.l hiaek eve-, full of vii^.ir and -iin-liine, inlior-

il..| fnan hi- failicr. with il:i. ("iic. f.iir hair, the aipiiline iKxo

1
iii-n.'ii-np (iimer-tip-, tile -d't eorn-iloUWi, II

[".'.\ioii, liiii-!i. and lairn.'-- o| hi- niotli.'r. T louiTli lie

.ki'd not unlike a 'drl dre.--"d a- a man. I 1.' w;is woinler-

fiilly >-tronir. Ili< sin.'ws ha.l ili.^ ela-ticity and t.'nsion of
-lerl sjiriii'j-. and the .-in-ular clFcct of hi- hlack eves had a

chirni of it- oun. .\- \ct he li.nl im h.-iir on his t'ace : this late

'I'M'lopmeiii. it is said, i- a pr.uiii.-e of hmL..- life. Tl le young
< 'li''\alier. wlio wore a -liori jacket of hlack velvet, like 1 11

ii.;iier- L:.'un. with -ih.-r liuttoii-. had a hliie neckereliief.

n. .liliM-. and iron-i'r< <<( .jrav .Irill. Ili- -iiiiw v-w!iite

furehead bore the traces, as it seemed, of ureal fati'me, but.
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in fart, thoy wore t1io?o of a Liirdon of sad thoughts. Tlis

mother, liavinir no sus])i('i()n of tliu sorrows tliat were outing

tlio lad's hoart tnit. as(ril)('<l this transient change to happi-

ness. Calysle was, nevertheless, as !)eaiitiful as a Greek god,

handsome without conceit; for, in the first place, he was

accustomed to see In's mother, and ho also cared but little for

beauty, which he knew to be useless.

'•'And those lovely smooth cheeks." thought she, "where the

rich young blood Hows in a thousand tiny veins, belong to

another woman, who is mistress, too, of that girl-like brow?

Passion will stamp them with its agitations, and dim those

fine eyes, as liquid now as a child's I"

The bitter thought fell heavy on "Madame du Guenic's

heart, and spoilt her pleasure.

It niu.st seem strange that, in a family where si.x persons

were obliged to live on three thousand francs a year, the son

should have a velvet coat, and the mother a velvet dress; but

Fanny O'Brien had rich relations and aunts in London, who
reminded the Breton Baroness of their existence by sending

her presents. Some of lier sisters, having married well, took

an interest in Calyste so far as to think of finding him a

rich wife, knowing that he was as handsome and as well-born

as their exiled favorite Fanny.

'•You stayed later at les Touches than you did yesterday,

my darling?" she ^;lid at last, in a broken voice.

"Yes, mother dear," replied he, without adding any ex-

planation.

The brevity of the answer brought a cloud to his mother's

brow; she jiostponed any explanation till the morrow. When
nunhcrs are disturix'd by such al.irms as the Baroness felt

lit this moment, th<'y almost tremble befon' their sons; they

instimt ively feci the etrects of the great emancipation of love;

tiny 1 iiderstand all that this new feeling will rob them of;

but. at the same time, they are. in a sense, glad of their son's

happin-s; there is a lierce struggle in their heart. Though
ihi> res it is that the son is grown up, and on a higher level,

true ui' iliers do not like their tacit abdicaliou; they would
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ratlior kcpp their child little and wantinir care. That, per-

hajis. is tlio secret of mothers' favoritism for weakly, de-

formed, and helple>~ ( liildren.

'"You are very tired, dear eiiild." said siie, swallowing down
licr tears. "Go" to bed."

.\ mother who does not know everything her son is doing
thinks of him as lost when she loves and is as well loved as

I'aimy. And perhaps any other mother would have (piaked

in her place as much as ^ladame du Guenic. The patienc(!

nf twenty years might he made useless. Calyste—a human
nia-terpiece of noble, prudent, and rcligiotis training—misjlit

I'c ruined; the liai)piness so carefully prepared for him
might be destroyed for ever bv a woman.

-Vext day Calyste slept till noon, for his mother would not
all(j\v him to be roused; :\Iariotte gave the spoUt boy his

hnakfast in bed. The immutable and almost conventual rule
that governed the hours of meals vieldcd to the yount^ fen-
tlcnian s caprices. Indeed, when at any time it was necessary
to obtain Mademoiselle du Gu'' ic's bunch of keys to get out
Mimething between meals whit would necessitate intermin-
aijle explanations, the only way of doing it \' as to plead some
whim of Calysle's.

At about (me o'clock, the ]?aron. his wife, and Mademoiselle
were sitting in tlie dining-room; tiny dined at three. The
l!.ironess had taken uj) tiie Quotidieinic, and was finishing
It to her husljand, who was always rather more wakeful before
Ills meals. Just as she had done, Madame du Guenic heard
her son's step on the lloor abovi, and laid down the paper, say-
ing:

"Galyste. T suppose, is dining at les Touches again to-day;
he has just finislird dressing."

•'He takes l:i> pbaMin—that boy!" said the old lady, pull-
ing a silver whistle out of her pocket, and whistling once.

^fariotte cann- tlirouirh the turret, making her appearar.ee
at th- door, uhich was hidden by a silk damask curtain, like
tho.<t at the windows.
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"Yep," paifl plic, "did you pIiM-^c to wnnt .inytiiins?"

"Tho ChcvalitT is dining at Ics Touches; uc ^hall not want
the fish."

"Well, we do not knou" yet," said tlic Tlaroness.

"You swm vexed alior.t ii. .-ister; I l<i!ow hy ilio tone

of your voiei'."" said the Idiiul uouia:!.

"Monsieur (!riinoiit has leai'iit some serious t'aeis about

Madonioiselle (ie> 'i'oiu lie-, v. h). (hiring' llie l.i.-t ye... , has done
so much to chanu'e o;;r daw Caly.-te."'

"In what way!'"' a.-ked tlie I'.aron.

"Well, he reads all sons of hnnks."

"Ah, ha I"' said the Baron; "then that is wliy ho neglects

hunting and riding."

"She leads a very reprehen>ii)Ie life, and calls herself hy

a nian"s name," Madame du (iuenie went on.

"A nickname among comrades," said liie old man. '"I used

to be called l'Inlim(\ the f'omto de I'ontaine was Grand-
Jacques, the ;Mar(|uis de ^lontauran wa.s Ic Gars. I was a

great friend of Ferdinand'.^; he did not suljudt, anv morn
than I did. Those were good times! There v,l:3 ])lenty of

fighting, and we had some fun here and then\ all the same."
These renuniscences of the war, tiius taking the jdace of

paternal anxiety, distressed Fanny for a moment. The Cure's

revelations, and her son's want of conlldi'nee, had hindered
her sleeping.

"And if ilonsieur ]o Ciievalier should 1)0 in love with
Mademoiselle des Touches, where is the harm?" exclaimed
Mariotte. ".She is a fine woman, and has thirty thousand
crowns a year."

"What are you talking about, Mariotte.*' cried the old man.
"A du (iuenie to marry a des Touches ! The des Touches were
not even our sipiires at a time when tlu' du Guesciins regarded
an alliance with us as a distinguished lumor."

"A woman who calls herself by a man's name—Camillo
Maupin I" added the Baroness.

"The Miupins are an ohl family," said the old man. "They
are Norm, ,11, and hear ^/iihs. Ihrne " he stopped sliort.

"But she ( annot he a rnan and a woman at the same time."
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•>li(' ( nils licr^olf .M;ni])iii at tliL' theatre.'

"A .lr> 'l',,u,lu> caiiMoi Ih' an actress," said the old man.
"If I (lid imi know ynu, Kamiv. I should think you were
mail.'"

•Sli.. u-rit(s picic-^ and hooks." [\\v JJafoness went on.
"Writf.-. hook-:" .-aid the JJai'on, lookin-,' at Ids wife with

a- liiiich aMoni.-hinciit a.- if he liad heard (d' a miracle. "1
li.nr luard that Madeinoi.-ellc de Scudcri and Madame de
>-u,i:ni' urolc hook.-, and that was not the hest of what they
dhl. lint only l.onis X I \'. and his court could produce such
jil'odiLlir-."

"^ ou will he dining at Ics Touches, won't you. monsieur?"
Slid .Mariotte to ('aly.-ti\ who came in.

"i'robahly," -aid the young man.
.Mariotte wa.s not iii.iuisiiive, and she was one of the family;

-hr Icli the room without waiting to hear tiie question Mad-
;inM (ill (iiicnic was about to put to Calysle.
"Vou are going to les Touches again, mv Calyste?" said

^lic. uiih an ein]dia>is on mt/ C'aly.-te. "And les Touclies is
ii-i ! decent and rcj.utable honse. The mistress of it lead.s
.1 « lid life ; .-he w
liiin read

iiihciiiiins

lliii

ill corrupt our boy. Canulle .Maupin make
a great many books—she has had

pii

a great
And you knew jt, bad child, and never said

1- al;( lut it to voiir old 1oiks.

many
any-

•'i'lif ( lieva

VlMlIc I"

"I'M) discreet I'

<'"ior iiiiMinl to 111

lier ;.- discreet," said his father, "an old world

the jealous mother, as she saw the
r ^on s hrow.

"M\ dear niiithcr." .-aid ('al\

did i: 'I lliiiik il iicc(-.-arv ti

^te, kneeling down before her,
I proclaim mv defeat. Made-

'-' i"'' 'i'- I oiiciic.-. or. if you prefer it. Camille M
J(

I I'd ii.;, i(

Sic M'ciii iv
II,.,, I

i'ightc( 11 nionihs .-iinc. when si

aupin. re-

in (d n

>;iii! : a ,' i

sh" '.n,_

Die. ; I-

(1 -1

(d' I'lirtv ^\ ho loved a iniiK

le wa.s here last.

-lie might he mv mother, she
r committed a sort

1(1 -he w;,- iii(at)ahle (

:\\ nic

e ol such depravitv. Jn short.
in .1 himdivd uay-, and (piite overpowered

li.i- I he wit of an angel. Then, when she saw me
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CTy'mff biltor tcari=, she comforted me hv nfforin,!: me her

fnendship iu the noblest way. She has even more heart than

brains; she is a< ^^ciieroiis as you are. 1 am like a eliiid to

her now.—Then, wiien she came here a^^iiii, I lieard that she

loved another man, and I rcsiirned myself.—Do not repeat

all the ealumnies you hear ahout her; ("amille is an artist;

she has g^enius, ami leads one of those exceptional lives which

cannot he jud.ired l)y ordinary standards."

"My child I" said the pious Fanny, "nothinfr can excuse a

woman for not livinir aecordin.L' to the ordinances of the

Church. She fails in her duties towards <!od and towards

societv hy failiiiir in the p'litle reli^don of her sex. A woman
commits a sin even hy piiiiL'' to a theatri"; hut when she

write- imjiieties to lie repeated hy actors, and tlies about the

worhl. sometimes with an enemy of the Pope's, sometimes

with a nmsician—Oh! Calystel you will tind it hard to con-

vince me that such thin.irs are acts of faith. h()p(\ or charity.

Ilcr fortune was given her hy (iod to do good. What use does

she make of it
?"

Calyste suddenly stood up : he looked at his mother and

said

:

''Mother, f'amille is my friend. I cannot hear her spoken

of in this way, for 1 would give my life for her."

"Your life!'"" said the Baroness, gazing at her son in terror.

"Your life is our life—the life of us all I"

"Mv hand-ome nephew has made use of many words that

I do not under-tand," said the old blind woman, turning to

Calyste.

"Where has he learnt them?" added his mother. "At

les Touches."

"Why, my dear mother, she found mo as ignorant as a

carp."

""^'ou knew all that was essential in knowing the duties

enjoiii'il on us hy religion,"' replied the Baroness. "Ah! that

woman will umlermine your noble and holy beliefs."

The nld aunt rose and solemnly extended her hand to\ arda

her broilior, who was sleeping.
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"r'a]y';ti\" snid sl.p, in ;\ voice tliat ramo from hor heart,

"yciir t'iitlier lU'ver ()])enc(l a book, ho speal<s Breton, h«»

fMui:lit in the iiii(]-t of (>erils for the Kinir and for (iod.

K(iii(;itri| men liad done the inisehief, and ,!.^enth'inen of learn-

ing' iui '
i .-erted tiieir eon nt ry.— Learn if yon will."

Sill .1 down airain, and JH-^ni i<nittin<,f with tlie vehemence
th.-it came of lier mental a,::itation. Calyste was struck hy

iliis i'hoci.in-iike utterance.

"In short, my dearest, 1 iiave a presentiment of some evil

haiiL'inL' over y^u in that liou>e," said liis mother, in a

lireken voice as lier tears felh

"Wlio is makinfr Fanny cry?" exchiimed the ohl man, snd-

dviily wakeneij hy tlie sunnd of his wife'ri voice. He looked
niuml at lier. his son. and liis sister.

"Wliat is tile matter!'"'

Xntliinu' tuy dear." replied the l?aroness.

".Mamma." said Calyste in his motlier's ear. "it is impos-
.-iirle that 1 should explain matters now; hut we will talk it

over this evenini:. Wlien you know all, yon will hloss Madc-
liii'i-elle lies Touches."

"Mothers have no love of cursin^r." rejilied the Baroness,
"and I should never curse any wonuin who trulv loved my
Calyste."

The younf; man said irood-hye to his father, and left the
liniise. The Earon and his wife rose to watch him as ho
lin-r-ed the courtyard, opened the ;:ate, and di>a[)peared. The
I'lni'Tios did not take uj) the paper a;:ain; she was a;:itated.

In a life so peaceful, so monotonous, this little discussion
ua^ as serious as a quarrel in any other family: and the
nii.;l;ir"s anxiety, tlioujrh sootlieij. was not dispelled. \A'hither

U'Miid this friendship, which miirht demand and im])eril her
Ihiv'- life, ultimately lead him? How could she. the Baroness,
lia\e rea.son to hless ^fademoisello des Touches? Tlie>e two
i|ii(-iions were as all-important to her simple soul as th(>

niaddi^t revnlution can iie to a diiilouiatist. Camille Maupin
wa- a revolution in the uie; and simple home.

"I .nil very muiii arniid I hat this woman will .spoil him
for u.-, said she, takiuL'; up ine newspaper again.
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fiid the old Baron, with knowinj:

tclv an antral to iindtTslaiu'vnii aro too (•oniplt'tcly an

piH'li tilings. Madt iiiojscllo dcs 'roiichi's is. tlu-y sav. as l)!ack

as a crow, as strnii;,' as a Tiirls. and she is forty—our d<'ar l>oy

was sure to lie attiactcd liy her. Ik- will tidl i: IVw very lion-

orahlc fills to conceal his luipiiiiiess. Lot him i ;joy tho illu-

sions of his llisl lovo."

"If it were any other woman "

"But, dearest Fanny, if the woman rtas a saint, she would

not make your mih welcome."

The Baroness went hack to tlie paper.

"I will .L'o to see her." said the old man, "and tell you what

1 think of her."

The speech has no point hut in retrospect, .\fter hearing

the hi.~lory of Camille Maiipin, you may imagine the Baron

face to face with this famous woman.

The town of (Juerande, which for two months past had seen

Calvste— its llower and its jiridc going every day. morning

or eveiiing^someiinies iioih morning and evening—to les

Touches, supposed that Mademoi>elle i\r> Touches was pas-

sionately in love with the liandsoiiu' lad, and did her utmo.st

to bewitch him. More than one girl and one young woman

wondered wliat was the witchcraft of an old woman that she

had such ahsuhiic cin|nre over the angelic youth. And so,

as Calystt- cros.-eil tlie High Street to go out hy the gate to ie

Croisic, more than one eye looked anxiously after him.

It now heoomes necessary to account for the reports that

were current concerning the ])er<onage whom Calyste was

going to see. These rumors. swell(>d by Breton gossip, and

envenomed by the iLnior;;nce of the public, had reached even

the Cure. The Tax-Heeeiver, the Justice of the Peace, the

head clerk of the ciKtoms at Saint-Xazaire. and other literate

j)ersons in the district, had not reassured the .\bbe by telling

iiim of the ecct'iitric life led by the woman and artist hidden

under the name (d" Camille .Maupin.

Slu- had not yet come to eating little children, to killing

nssr AlT ,. •. -'.f 2;i.'-i,i r. ;y.fi :aML"'.'r:*7..fi* ilPiPiill
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•r -Iiivcs. like rioopatra, to tlironiii;,' mun into llio rivor, as

the liiTuiiic (if the 'J'liin- dr .Vr.v/r is I'alx'lv accuscil o f aOlll'

>Ill to till' All (irii iioiit. tlll^ inoii-troiis cn'Mtiire, at once

-inii anil an atll^l^t, was a most iiiiiiioral comiliiiiat ion f

wniiiaii ami |)liilo.>o]ilu'r, and •II ^lll)l•t of cvcrv social law laid

n lo control or utilize the weaknc-.-cs (jf the fairsox. Just

i- Clara (iazul is the feminine ])seu(lonym of a clever

woman ol iH'IiiuMiM (icor;xe Sand that of

tin was the mask hehind which a chari

{'

man,

amillu

M; nm^^ friri lonj,' lui

hrr-rlf—

uj- now
Bretonnc namei 1 !• CllCl te des T illcne; he wlio

vin<; the liaronne dii (iueiiic and the worihv Curo

f^of (iui'rande so much cau>c for anxiety. This family has

no (unufitioii with that of the des M'oiichcs of 'i'ouraine, to

winch the Rei,'cnt's amhassador helonirs, a man more famous
now for his litcrarv talents than for his d

< '.iniillc Maupin. one of the few fi

i|ilomacy.

inious wonii'ii o ft le nine-

iirnili reiitury. was ]on;r supposed to he really a nun
ni.inU' was her first appearance as an author. I-: vervOodv IS

now familiar with the two volume .f d ranuis, im|)ossii)le to

jMit on the staL'e, written in the manner of Shakespeare or of

i.o|H7. lie VeLM. and hrouLrht out in Ks-^>'.>, whieh caused a .<ort

of literary ri'volution when the irreat tpiesiion of Ifoinanticism

I'lsus ('la>sici,-m was a hiirniiii: one in the papers, at clubs,

;inil at the Academic. Since ll n (• iimilli .M luiiin has written

-iM-rai piavs am 1 a novel which have not 1 lelieil the success of

her lirst efforts, now rather too completely forLTottcn.

.\n explanation of the chain of circumst inces l)v w
L'lrl

Iiich

assumed a masculine incarnation—hv which Felicite

1 oiiciies mai le 1 lersc If II man and a writer- )f 1 low. more
iriunate than Madame <le Stael. she remained free, and so

.1- more rcadilv excused tor her celehritv—will, no doubt,

ali-fv much curiosity, and iustifv th existence of one o)f

ItiMM moil ^trosities which stand up anions' mankind like

monuments, their fame beins favored bv their raritv—for in

twcniv centuries scarcely twenty jxreat women are to be
coiinird. Hence. thouL'h she here plays Init a secondary part,

as the had great influence over I'alyste. and is a figure in the



1,

II

?1

if

I i

nr.ATiax

flitorarv liisturv ol tiu' tiiin'. no nnc will ho porrv if vr(' pause

to stiidv lnT tor a nilln r lon;:fr timo tliaii iikkUtd fiction

iisuaily allow-

In IT'.t:^. Ma(l',inoi,-(llc I'V-licite dos Toucher^ found herself

i>ii oijiliaii. 'I'liiis lur r-lalc> c.-capcd the coiiliscation which no

doul)l would lia\i' fallrii on her father or hrothiT. Her father

died on the Puh of .\ii,uni>l, UiUed on the pahiee .-teps ainonj,'

tl •fend c r- IIh Kill; oil W lloill lie was in waitinj,' as

major <d the Kdiivi^uanl ler hroti ler. a votiii'X inenilter o

corps was lna^-arre( 1 at les Can lies.

f tlie

Mademoiselle des

roiiehes was hut two vea

few (lavs alli'r tin

IS old wiien her mother ilied of grief

-e<(Uid hlow. On her (h'athhed Madame

des 'i'ouehes placed her little girl in the care

nun at Cliclles. This nun, M ulanie dc Vi

of her sister, a

lucomhe. very jjtu-

leiitlv took the child to Fauconihe, an estate of some extent

Ilea r Nantes, helonging to Madame des Touch wile re she

settled with three Sisters from the convent. During the last

(lavs of the Terror, the luoh of Nantes demolished the chateau

aru -eizcii the Si>ler: ami M lilcmoi.-.elle (le; Touch rho

were thrown into pri-on under a fal>e charge of having har-

froiu Pitt and from Cohiirg. The ninth

Thermidor saved them. KelieileV aunt died of the fright;

lioreu emissaric;

(' <nrl over

d from France, the third handed the

to her nearest relation. Mon>ieur do Faueoinl)e,

her mother's uncle, who lived at Nantes, and then joined her

comnanioiis in exile.

two of the Sislerr

littl

M ollsielir ( le F uicomiie a man of sixtv. had married a

young wife, to whom he left the management of his affairs.

He hnsicd himself only with archa'ology, a passion, or, to be

accurate, a mania, which helps old men to think themselves

alive. Hi ward ((hication wa> 'ft entirelv to chance.

!• elici te. little cared-for hv a voung woman who threw her-

'If if the F hbrought her-

self up lik(> a lioy. Slie sat with Monsieur de Faucomhe in

his li'ii'-arv. and read whatever he iiiiLdit hapfien to he read-

ing. Thus she kne\^ life well in theory, and preserved no

inuoccuce of mind though virginal at heart. Her intelligence

I'SitrsvuiKf ^f.^-:: ^m^s^^ff^^ wiKSM-'^r'-. ^TTJi^. ;'. .^



jM".. ,-^'L- <-^,,..

RRATRIX 80

\v,nirlrn>(l through all the iiiipuritits of scicnrc while her heart
nil ,,;ii.m| pur.'. Her knowlcdgt" was SMiiirihing amazing, fed
U\ hrr i>a>-i(.ii for rca<liii<:, and well scrv. I l)v an cxc'llcnt
111. niury. Tim-, at .'ightecn, .-lie was as learned as the authors
.if In, lay ..ii^dit lo l.e l).'f..r.' trvni,!,' to writ.', Tlii> jir.).iiuri(„is

aiii.Mint of study eontrolled her passions far better than a cou-
\.iit iif.'. which only inflatties a young girl's iiiiaLnriation ; this
l.r.nn. < ranune.l with undigested and unela.-ilie.l inf.irination,
L'.A.rn.d the lieart of a .liil.l. Such a .l.pravity of mind',
al.Mihitely devoi.l of any inllu.'nce ..ii h.'r .'ha-lily of person,'
uniiM lijive amaz.'d a phil.oophcr or an ..hservcr! if any one
at Nnnl.'s could have suspected the fine .pialities of Made-
ru.ii.-flie des 'I'ouclics.

'I'lie result was in inverse prop..rtioii t.. the cause: Felicite
ti.nl n.. predisposition towards evil: .-he conceived of every-
lliiiig l.y her intelligence, hut held ah.of from the facts. She
.l.lighi.'d .,1,1 Faueomhe, and lielpe.l him in his works, writ-
ini: tliree l)ooks for the worthy gentl.nian. who believed them
to !,.. his own. for his spiritual pat.'rnity also was blind. Such
.-.•\.re work, out of harmony with the development of her girl-
li"".i. ha.l its natural elTect ; Felicite f.'ll ill. there was a fever
in ii' r bloo.l. her lungs wer." threatened with inflammation.
I !m' .loctors ordered her horse-e.\erci^e and social amusements.
.Mail,.mois.'IIe des Touches became a splendid horsewoman,
aii.l had recovered in a few months.

At eighteen she made her appearance in the world, where
she produced .such a sensation, that at Nantes she was never
'•all.'d anything but the iK'auiiful .Mademoi.selle des Touches.
i'-ut the adoration of which she was the object left her insen-
siiil.'. and she ha.l come to this by the influence of one of the
sentiments which are imperishable in a wonum, however su-
p.ri.r she may be. Snubbed by her aunt an.l cousins, who
laii-lied at her studies and made fun of her distant manners,
a.--iiiuing that she was incapable of bein,<: attractive. Felicit^
iriie.l at being light and coquettish, in short, a woman. She
ha.l I \pected !., find some inter.hanL^.' of ideas, some fascina-
tion on a level with her owu lofty intelligeuce ; she was dis-

-f

If' -11

^^^^^^ —ULv. •'-.
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mi«tt'(l liv tlic corMiiioiipliH" - cif Dnliniirv convor-jition and tho

non.Tii-c of llirli'tinii : iiliu\c jill. she was prDVokcd liy the

aristocratic airs of the iiiilitarv. to wlioiii al that time cvcry-

tlii'i^' iravr way.

Sill' had. as a iiiatttT of coiirso, nc;.'1i'(lrd the drawin^'-rooni

arts. When shr rniiiid licrsclf lc»s <-oTi>idcn'd tlian the dolls

who conld play I he piano, and make thi'msilvt'S a.LTt'cahlc l)y

sinfrinj.' hallads. >lic aspired {" hoc-oim' a musician. She ri'-

tired iiitu drc[» >o!itudi'. and s^t to wnrk to study nnrctiiit-

tin^'ly under t!ie f.Miidan(c of the he-t master in the town.

She wa> rich, >he sent for Steihell In ;.'ive hiT finishing: les-

sons, to the LM'eat astoni.-hmeiit of Iwr nei^diliors. Tliis

prineely outhiy i^ still reiiieiidiered at Nantes. The master's

stay tln're cost her twelve thousjuid francs. She became at

hij-t a consunnnate musician. Later, in Paris, she took les-

sons in harmony and counterpoint, and composed two operas,

which were immensely succes>ful, thoii;.di the public never

knew her secret, 'i'hese oj)eras were oslensii)ly the work of

Conti, one of the most eminent artists of our day; but this

circumstance was connected with llie history of her heart,

and will be explained presently. The midiocrity of provincial

society wearied her so c.Ncessively. her iina^nriation was full

of such <rranil ideas, that she withdrew from all the drawin;;-

rooms after reappi arin,L;' for a time to eclipse all other women
by the splendor of lur beauty, to enjoy her tri\nn)ih over tho

musical performers, and win the devotion of all clever pco])le;

still, after proving' her pnwcr to her two cotisins, and driving

two lov<rs to desperation, -he came back to her I)ooks. to her

piano, to the works of Beethoven, and to old Fauconibe.

In 181*<J she was one-and-twcnty ; the arclueologist ac-

counted to her for his manairement of her property; and
from that time fortii >he herself controlled her fortune, oon-

sistiiiiT of fifteen thousand francs a year from les Touches,

her father's estate: twelve thousand francs, the income at

that time from the lands of Faucoml)e. which increased by a

third when the leases were reneweil ; besides a capital sum of

three hundred thousand francs saved by her guardian. Fe-

^aaUBS/f
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lirih' iltrivcil notfiinir frf'i'i Ikt lonntry training' hut an appre-
L'tiMDii <if money iiiiiltcis tiinl tluit instinct "or wisi- adtninis-

ir.iiinn wliicli {)iTlm|i- roinrc-. in iIk' prnvim-'s. tho halnnne

au'.rn-t I lie coiistiint ti'mlcncy (ff capital to centre in Paris.

Slif wit! .Irew her time Inunlred thoiisiin<l franc-: from tho

li.iiik where the iirclia'ojoiri^t had de|)(i>ii|.(| tl-tu, and invested

ill iMiisdls just at the lime of t!ie disastrous retrear from
M i'\i. 'I'hus she had thirty thousand fraius a vear ninre.

\Vli( n all her expenses were j.aid, >'t'.r hail a i- rplus ol fifty

ll.oiHndd fraiies a \. ar lo he inve-i. d.

A L'ii! of one-aiid-twcnly, u iili siicli a jio ut of will, was ji

nialeh for a man of thirty. Iler iiiteljeii had irapied im-
:ii iiM. hreadlli ami liahils of critici-m. whi<-i! enahled her to

sanely of men and thin-s. art and politir>. Thmcefor-
~lie purposed lea\in^' Xante.-- hiii old Mon-ieiir Fan-

ei.iiii.e fell ill of tlic niahidy thai carried him <.1V She was
like a wife to the old man; she nursed liim f.-r ei^rhtccn

tr.Miiiiis with the devotion of a ;:iiard .m anL'el. and closed
hi- eyes at the very time wht n Napoleon was (iL^htin^' with
Ijiiope o\er the dead hody of Fran^'e. She therefore post-
p-Med her departure for Paris till the end of the war.

A a Hoyalist -he tlew to hail the return of tho IJoiirbon.s

I" I'aris. Sin- was welcomed thcTc hy the (Jramllieiis, with
wlidui -he was distantly connected; hut then hefell the catas-
Uepiic of the -,'0(11 of .Manh. and everythin;: remained in
-u-pen.se. She had the <>[)|iori ,iiitv of >eein'r ,,1, the spot thin

i.i-i ^e^urre^•tion of the Ihiipii. . of admiring; the Grande
Annie which came out on the ('liaiuj> de Mars, as in an arena.
In -aliite its Ca-sar hefore dyniL;' at Waterloo. Felieite's ^'reat

.md liifly soul was captivated li\ llie magical spectacle. Po-
litiral a,<fitalions and the lairy tran>formations of the theat-
rieal drama, lastinj: for three months, and known as the hun-
dred day.s, absorhed her wiiolly, and preserved her from .inv

pa.-.-ion. in the midst of an upheaval that hroke up the Uov-
a!i-t circle in which she had tirst come out. The GrandliiMis

followed the Bourhons to (iheni, leaving their houae at Made-
moiselle des Toutdies' service.



r,2 lu: A ri!i\

Frlicitr, wliii ' iiiild i.fii iii(( |ii a ill jH'ridiiil |Mi«itiiiii, lumjilit

for the -iiiM iif .1 hiiiiilffi! am! tliii'lv tlinii-atiil f?Miii> nrii- nf

th«' liiMnl-i'iiH-t riian-i'in- iti lln' Itiir ilii Muiil-I?hiiii\ wli<!rf

phc scttliil I'll till' III II I'll of till- HonrliMii- m isl.". ; ihr pirilcii

aloiir is wiirlli t\wi niillii'H fraii<> rmu. I'mmii;.' jifciistiniifil tn

aft (III litT ii\»n M -pi'ii-iliility, I'l'lii i|i'' -nmi took (In' liahit of

indcprniii'ii! aiiinu, ulinli ^ii'iiis t|i' prn ili';.'!' nf iiii'ii niily.

In Ihli! .-Ill- uii~ livi-aiiij-l wi'iily. > ir kmw hhiIum;,' of iiiar-

ria^i- ; .-^lu' ciniiriM'il of it mily in In r liraiii, jiiil;,'ril of it h-

its caUM's iii-liail nf di-rrN iii;; II (ll'rit, ami saw only its

(lisadvaiila^'o. Ilir ^u|l(I•l<l^ iinml iiIm-HciI a.L'aiiist the ai)-

(liiatioii which licirins thr lif<' I'f a iiiarricil wninaii; slit-

kci'iily felt the jirrriniism -s of imli'pi'iiiliMri'. ami had imth-

in^ hut (lis^ni~t fm- llio raros of lunthi rhonii. 'I'hi-i' di'taiis

ari' iifcc'sary to justify the aiiomalifs that cliaractfri/i' Ca-

riiiilf Maiiiiiii. She Ticvrr know fatlicr or imitlur, slio was

luT own niistn-> fmni licr i liihihiind. Iut ;:iiar(!ian was an old

anti<|iiary, chance plaicd htr in the domain nf science and

iinairination. in tiie literary world. iii>iead .if keejiiiij.' her

within the circle drawn hy thi' futile education ;:iven to

women—a mother's lectures on <lre.>s, on the hypocritical pro-

prieties. an<l luan-huntini: ^q-accs of her sex. .\ml so, long

before she hecamc faniou.-. it could be seen at a glance that

she had never played the doll.

Towards the end of the year ISIT, Felicite des Touches per-

ceived that her faci- showed s\m|itoiiis not imleid of fading,

but of the heginning of fatigue. She understood that her

beauty would sull'cr from the fai-t of her per-i.-ient eclihaey;

she was hent on remaining: heautiful. for at that time she

prized her heaiity. Knowledgt' warned her of the doom set

by Nature on her creations, which deteriorate as much hy

misaiiplication as hv ignorance id' !ier la\\<. The vision of

her aunt's einaeiated face ro-e hefurc her and made her -hud-

der. Thus placed hetween marria'j'e ami pa--ioii. she deter-

maiind to remain free; hut she no longer smrnrd ilie homage
that siie m"t with on all hands.

At I lie date when this otorv hiiiins, >he was almost the same
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i- -hi' luid IxfTi in 1817. I'!i;;liii<ii vriir- liii'l p;i>-i'il over lu>r

:!iii| I'ft lur uiiIoihIkmI ; iit llu- mi:i' nf t'i'rl\ >hi' ini;:lit liiivc

ciIIkI hcr-i'lf twctily-fivf. 'I'liii- ii |ii(iiirf of her m is;!t!

will rr]irt-riit lur ;i> -lie ua- in ]s\',. Winiini wliu kimw
limit r wli.il ( miilil n'lH of lrin|MtMniiiit iiii'l lir.iiiiy a woiiiiiii

tiill-t live to n-isl the ilttilrlo of tillH'. will lltulcr-t II Mil llDW

all'l why I'"i''liriti'> ill- 'rii|lrlli'> <'Iljo\ril >lirll \\\L'\\ pri \ I h'L'IS,

,1- tiny -Iinlv M piirlt'iii! for uliirli iIm- iiio-i ;,'lo\viii;: rolors of

ih. p;i|.iii Miii>t lie liroiij.'lil into play.

Ilrittany otfir- ii -in^rular pfoMim in tin' piviloniiiiancf of

l.p'UM liair. liiouii cyis. ami a daik coinplrxioii, in a t-ouiitry

-u ( |ii-r to |-!ii;:lii!iil. where the atiiio-plieiii- coinlitions are so

i)earl\ >i[nilar. hoe- the ipu-lion luni on the wiiler one of

Mil', or on inioh»er\e(l pliy-ienl inllnmee-y Seieiititie men
,. ill >oiae (liiy periiap^ itupiire into the cjhim' of tlii.- peiiili-

arity. uhitli does not exist in the neii^lihoriii;: provinee (,f

Norni.iniiy. I'emlinu' it> Milutinn, the -tnin.ue fai l lii> hefon;

us that fair women are rare ainon;,' the women of i'liitlaiiy,

will, almost always have the hrilliani eyes of SoiilheriRTS

;

iiut in-liail of -howiii^' the tall li;:ures ami serpentine firace

of Italy or Spain, they are usually small, short, with neat,

sit fipires. e.xeeptin^r Miiiie women of the Upper ela>.-i'> which
liave heen crowed hy ari.-tocratie alliances.

Mademoiselle (U's 'i'ouelie^. a thorouirhhred Rretonno, is

of medium heiLrlit. aliout five feet, thouirh she looks tailor.

Tlu;- illusion is produeed hy the eliaraeter of her eounteiumce,
whieh irives her diirnily. She Iia^ the eotiiiilexion which is

charieteri^tic f)f Italian heauty, pale olive liy day, and white

under artificial liirlit ; you miirht think it was animated ivory.

LiL-dit Ldides over such a skin a< over a polished .-urface, it

L'li-iens on it : oidv >tronL' emotion eiin hrin.i: a faint Hush to

till' tiiiddle of each cheek, and it disapjiears at once. This
peruliarity irives her face the placidity of a saviiL'e. Tlie face,

loiiL' rather than oval, re.sernhies that of sotne heautifid Isis

in the hjis-reliefs of KLMiia : it has the purilv c,f a Sphinx's
hf>ail. tiolished hv dcM'rt fires. lovinLdv toiu-hed hv the Ihinie of

the Kiiyptian siiu. Her hair, hli.ck and thick, fall.- in plaited

If
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ll

loop- nVlT licr llcck. liki' I lie llCM

locks of tile .-l.'lllli - ,it M
jri'iKTiil >rvt'i'it\' of liiT tViii ;irc.-. Slic h;\- a

(idnss with riiiid double

ocks of tile .-l.'iiiii - ,it Mcini'his. accciuuaiiiiL' M'I'v lincly the

full. Iiroad foro-

hcail, lio--:_v al the li'iii|ili-. liri,Lrlit with its ~iiiooth surface on
whii-h till' lii^'hi lingers, am! mouliln! like that of a hunting
Diana: a pciwi'i-fiil, wilful hrow, caliii ami >till. The fvo-

hro\»s, .-I i'iiii::lv aiihcil. Ih'IkI over fyf~ in which tin- firo

sparkles iinw

of I ho f\t' i-

and ai:aiii like that of lived star-. The white

Dot liliiish. nor veincfj

ik

with fed. nor is it pure

Willie: i;- icMiire look> Ihu'iiv. still it i~ wafiii in tone: tlie

black eeiii fe has an or aii'M' riiiix fiiund the edirc: it i- bronze

set 1)1 L:'olil--liut li\ini: uold. aiiiiiiat( d broii/e 'I'l le pupil IS

deep. It IS IK.t, as m >oiiie eves, lined, as it weic. like a mir-

ror, reflecting- tlie iiuht. and iiiakiii<r tiieni look like the eyes

of ti;rers and cats; it has imt that terrible iixity of L'a/.e that

makes scnviijvc persons shiver; but this depth has infinitude,

jii-t as the brijhtiiess of mirror-eyes lias linalitv. The ,i:;ize

of the observer can sink and lo>e it-idf in that soul, wiiich

ean shrink and retire a- rapidly as it can lla-li forth from
those vehet evcs. h 1 a nioiniiit of Tia~-iiin. Caniille M lunm s

eye is superb; the ij-obl of her jilaiice ii^^iil.- up llie vellowish

wliiif and liie wlm!.' Ila>hes lire: but when at r"-t it is dull,

the tiu'piir nf lii'i p tliuni.'lit ofti'ii L;i\es it a look of stupidity;

and when the liuiit nf the smil is absent, the lines of the face

also look >a<l. Tlie bir-lies arc shurt. but a.- bla<k and ihick-

1set as the hair of an cnnineV tail he IkN are taw iiv. aiu:

retted with line letl \ei)i>. ui\iiii: llieiii at oiiee ^ireiii^ah and
elcLraiiie. two (pialitie- bard tn eoinliine in wdiiien. .\ii round
the eyes there is not tiie faintest wrinkle or stain. Here
a,i:aiii you will think of Iv-yptian ,<rranile mellowed by time.

Only the cbeek-boiK --, thoiiLrh softly rouiidccl. are more prom-
inent than in ni<i>t \\oiiiei;. and ((iiilirm liie iinpressiun of

strentitli >lamped on the face.

II er iin.-e, h.irrow and straiiiht. has iiiuMi-eii t iiM-trils. with

I .-hn\i the ro-\ Lileam of theirenoueii nf {la.-sioiialc dilation t'

delicate linin.e; thl^ nn-e is well ,-ei dii to the brow, to which
It is joined by an eM|i;i>ite eur\c. aiul it i- perfectly white
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to till' vory tip—a tip ciKiowcd wi

thiit works wciiiiliTs u lii'iic\t'f (

liflliiiiis

M'lJllV (II lft

I lUTi' i".

V .-Ollis

pcclilllv-
1'

sort of jtropcr motion

s iin;_'ry, iiidiuMiaiit. or

la noted— tlu' ra<rf or

nam shallow nc--

;- n

liul a-

linds t'xprcs.-ion. Hiirid nostrils lu'tray

he iKisc of a niixT ntvcr (piiviTS, it

closeuditlv sft like his lips; I'verythinfr in his face is as

lunisr

Caniillf's month, an'hod at thi' corners, is hrigluly red;

if lijood. sujipiy tliat liviniT, inipnlsivc earmineIll.S

IlKlI ;i\cs thcni >uch infinite charm, and may reassure the

r who might i»e aiai-med l)y the ;:rave majesty of tl

• upper lip is thin,

le aee.

the fnrrow iieneath the nose dents it

w il'iw n. liki a hrow. which gives peculiar emptiasi:- to 1ler

ii'ii. Camille lias im dillieulty in expressing anger. This

pniiy lip me( the liniader reU euge o»f a lower lip that is

las

in color,

iirc.-sini:

-ilclv kind, full of love, and carved, it might he. hy Thid-

the edge of an opened i«imegranato, ^vhich it re.send)les

The chin is round and firm, a little heavv. luit ex-

determination, and llni-hing we.11 tl

.Idrss-like, profile. It i> necess.-.ry to a<M
us rova

I,

1, if not

that helow the

lie-, lip i> faintly shaded hy a down that is wholly charm-liu

nature won Id have hlundered if she had not there

hat tender, smokv tinge

Tlie ear is most delicately formed, a sign of other concealed

(hiiiilinesses. The !iii>t hroad, the hosom finall hut not Hat,

ilie lii])> slender hut graceful. The slope of the hack i^ mag-

f the IJacchus than of ihe Venus

Herein we see a detail that distinguishes almost
nt. more suggestive o

li)iygt

lamous women irom the nth -t of t' leir sex tliev have m
till- a vague resemblance to men; they have neither the

I'haiK v nor the freedom of line that we see m women

tmi'd i)v nature tol )e mother:

ntk sw

their gait is unl)roken hy

ay. This observation is, indeed, two-edged; it

iias its counterpart in men whoso hips have a resemblance to

those of women,—men who are cunning, sly, false, and cow-

ard] v.

Camille's head, instead of having a hollow at the nape of

J;

!"
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I

1

li.

ii

the neck. i< sot on Iht -lioulilcrs with a ^;wollinfI outline with-

out iiti iiiWiinl (iiivr. ,111 imnii-tak;il)lc siirii of jjowcr; and
this neck, in -nmc atlitinji-. Iia> folds of athk'tic firmness.

The iiiii-clcs ,itta( IiinL:' the iiiipcr arm, splciiilidly moulded,

ai'i' tiio-c (if a cohv-^al wdiiiaii. Tiic ai'iii is powcrfullv mod-
eled, cinliiiu: in wri>t- of J!iiL;ii-h slcndcniess, and |)n'tty deli-

cate liarid.-. pliiiLji and fnli id' (liin]ile-. Iini~licd . IV witji pink

nails cut In an ahiKind >hape. and well >et in tlie tlesh. Her
hand- a'T nf a v. Iiiieiio- which ornclaini- that all the hody,

full, linn, and ^olld. is nf a (piilr dill'errnt tune frnni her face.

The (did. -leadfast carria,L;f of lief head i^ conlradicted by the

ready inehility of the lips, their varyinfi e.\pre.-sion, and the

sen-itive ni;-trils of an artist.

Still, in s]iitt' of this e.\citin;r i)romise, not wholly visible

to the piofane, there is ^oinethin^'' provekini: in the calmness

of this c(iiinteiiance. 'I'lie face is melancholy and serious

rather than .uraciinis. stamped with the .-adncss of constant

meditation. Madenioi.-cllc dcs Touches listen^ more than
she -peak-. She i- alarming'' hy her >ilcnce and that look of

ilccp scrutiny. .Xoliody aniMnir really well-informed persons

can ever have seen her without thinking' >( the real Cleopatra,

the little hrown woman who r-o nearly chan,i:e(l the face of the

earth: hut in Caniille the animal is >o ])erl'ect, >(> homo-
gencdiis, >o truly leonine, that a man with anythin;; of tlie

Turk in him rci^nts the emhodimcnt of so ixreat a miiul in

such a frame, and wi-lie- it were aIto,u'etIier woman. I'lvery

one fear> lot he may find there the stran;:c corruption of

a diabolical -dul. l)o imt eold analysis and positive ideas

throw their li^ht U]M.n the pas.-ioiis in this uiiwcdded soul":'

In her. ddc- nut jud;:iiicnt take the place of feeling? Or.

a >lill more terrdilc phciiomeiKm, dot's -he not I'eel and
uid^'e both teucther? Her brain bein^j omnipoti'nt, can she

itiip where mlier Wdineii -idp!' lias the inicllcetual power
left the aifcctions weak? ("an she be gracious!' Can she
'ondiMcnd to the patliciic trilk> by which a woman busies,

amu-e-. and inlerc.-ls the man >he bivi's? hees she not crush
a ^enl;llun! at once if it does not answer to the iulinite that
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sill ,tjipnh('iiil> anil lonti miilalo? Who can fill up the ^\\\h

111 iuT i'_\
(.-':'

we tiar lot wt' sliDuld iiiiil in Ikt smnc in_vsttTi(Mi> ole-

iiiciil dl' un:'iilj»liii-'(l viryiniiv. Thu .-trm^ilh of a woman

Mi-hl til \>v MuT'.'ly M inliolical ; wr arc l'ri,i:htinr(i at liiuliiig

It r>al. Cainillf .Nlaiiiiin is in ^onii' di'-irr llir hwuis, iiiiajio

{.f S. hill.r".- I>i>. liiililcii ill llif iK'[»tli> of tlic iciiipU', at

uli"-' Icrt till' priest- loiiml tlic (lyin.ir ^ia^liato^^ who had

,|,iiv(i to (v.ii-ii!l her. Hit various "alVaiiv."" hdirvcd in by

11,, uurhl. and not diiiicd h\ Cainillc luT.-rlf. cniiiinn tliu

ilni,!.!- .-ii-LTi'-tcd h_v liiT a|i|iraraiico. I'.iit p. rhap- -lir ^n-

j(,v.- tlii- i-aluiniiy. The character of licr licaiity ha.s nol

I", II uiilioiit cll'cct on licr reputation; it ha> helped her,

|u-l a> her fortune and po>ilion iiave ujiheld her in the midst

,,1 MM-irtv. If a sculptor should wi-li to make an admirable

-;;iliii (if Krittany, he mi,uht copy Mademoiselle des 'rouclies.

Silt h a .-an,:iiiine. bilious icmperaniciit alone can withstand

tin aition of time. 'I'he perennially nourished texture of

;.;. !i a ^kin. a- it were, varni.-hed. ir- the only weapon ;.Mven

In unman bv nature to ward idf wrinkles, wiiieh in L'anulle

an hindered al>o by the pa-Mvity of lu-r features.

Ii! 1>]7 thi- enchantin;.' woman threw open iur house to

ar!i-i-. famous authors, learned men. and journalists, the

111' II to wliom she was in>tineii\ely attracted. She had a

draw im:- room like that *<( IJaroii (ierard, where the aris-

tiiiraev iiiiiiLded with di>tin,t:ui-heii talent.~ and the cream of

I'an^ian womanhood. Mademoiselle des; Touches' family

( !i!iiH eiions and her fine i'orluiie. now au.LMnenii'd by that of

111 r aunt the nun, protected her in her undertaking:—

a

illliMilt one in I'aris—of fornnng a ein-le. Her independ-

('1(1 wa< one caUM- of her succc --. Many ambitiou- me.thers

dr'.iiiied (if gettiiiL: her to marrv a -on whose wealth was

(li-pidportioned to the splendor of hi- armorial bearings.

r, ri.nn peer- (d" France, attracted bv her eightv thousand

•raiic> a year and tempted by her splendid hou>e and estab-

iidmient. br(avL'ht the strictest and mot fastidious Iadi,'s of

''I ir fatiulv. The diidntnatie world, on the look-out for wit

and anmsemeut. came and found pleasure there.

ft

1-
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Tint? Madcmniscllc do? Touches the centre of ?o many

inti'rc:-ts. cinild -\\u\y tlic difTcrcnt conicdii's wliicli all men,

even t\\v inn>t (listin<.nii«li<'(1. arc led to play liy passion, ava-

riof, or ambit i(Ui. She soon saw the world as it really is. and

was so fortmiate as not to fall at (Uice into sncli an ahsorh-

inir love as en,Lrrosses a woman's intellect and faculties, and

prevents her wholesome jud;imcnt. flenerally a woman feels,

enjoys, and jiid^re^. each in turn; hence three a.ircs. tlie last

cdiiieidini: with the sad jteriod of old aure. 'i'o Kelicile the

order was reversed. Her youth was shrouded in the snows

of science, the chill of thouirlitfulne-s. This transposition

also explains the oddity of her life and the character of hor

talents. She was s(\idyin^^ men at the a,L'e when nio>t women

see hut one: she despised what they admire: she detected

falsehood in the flatteries they accept as truth; she laughed

at what makes them serious.

This contradictory state lasted a lonjr time; it hml a dis-

astrous terminatinn; it was her fate to liml her Jlrst love.

new-born and tender in her heart, at an ap' when women

are rei|uired by nature to renounce love, llei' lir^t hm'<on

was kept ^o secret that no one e\er knew of i!, l-'/'licite,

like all women who believe in the commonscUM' (d' their

foelimrs. wa> led to count on fiiulin,>r a beautiful >oul in a

beautiful body: >he fell in love witli a fac<'. and discovered

all the foolishne-;s of a lady's man, who thought of hor

meri'ly as a woman, it took her ^onu time to get over her

disgust and this mai'. onnection. Another man guessed lier

trouble, ,inil consoled her withoiit looking for anv return, or

at any rate he eoiu-ealcd his purpose. Felicite thouLrht she

had found the magnanimity of heart and mind that the

daiKlv had lacked. This imin had one of tlie most original

mlellects of the dav. He himself wrote under a pseudonym,

and hi-; first works revealed him as an admiivr of Italy. Fe-

licite nui-t needs tra\i'l or perpet\Kite the only form of ig-

noranee in which ^he rei!iained. This man. a sceptic and

a seoirer, took Fell, it*' to studv the laiul of .\rt. This fa-

mous ••.\nonvmous"' niav be regarded a> Camille Maupin's
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,,,,.h,.r and rrcator. TTc rrducr.l !ut vast information to

,,..',i,r l.c ad.l.'d lo it a knowh-d-c ..f tlu' mastrrpirc.s of

,,'i,',.|i Italv i> full. an<i lmv Iut thai >ul.il.- and inp'nious

.,„,,, ,.|,,-raniinati.' and yet divj.. whicii i> characicri-tic ni

1:,- i,i:,i,r -aluav. a lili'lc .v.-ciitrif in it- (\i)n--inn—Init

,',„„|:i;,d in Cain'illc Maupiii t.y thr d.'lioat.' f.M.|inu' and i!h'

,„',n!un^ turn natural lo women: he inoculated her with

,,
r,.,,. for ih.' works nf Kuirlish and (oTinan lilfralun-, and

... n!r 1m r harn tlic two lani:ua,trf> while travel in,!:.

N: |;,,rne. in l>-.'n. Mademoi-elle des Touches found her-

., :: , ,-,.rle/l fur :ni Ila'ian. Hut for this di-aster she mi,_dit

,.,,,,. 1,;,.,. iM.coMie famous. N'ai>ol.'on ^aid thai Mi-fortune

V,.:- midwife to Crnius. This event -ave Ma<!emoiselle des

T,,i - at once and for ever t!ie >eorn of :;iankind whioh

.- . r -real strength. Ft-lieile was dead and C'amille was

S!,r reiiirned to I'aris in the conipany of Conti. the great

.M.i-iri:in. for whom she wrote the lil.retti of two operas;

:,M! -li- had no illu>ion> left, and heeame. though the world

1 ,! ,,ot know it. a sort of female Don .1 nan—without eiilier

,!..',!- or eon-piests. l':n<M.ura-e<l hv sueee-s. she puhlislied

; iNvo volumes of dramas which immediat.'ly ])laced CamiUe

M..niMn among the anonvmou< (elel)rilies. Sh- told the

..Miv' of li-r hetraveil love in an admirai)le little romance,

,„„. ,,r th,. masterpieces of the time. This hook, a dangerous

.x.iiiiplc. wa- .-omparcd. and on the level, with Adulplu'.-i

i;,,,r:!.le lament, of wiiieh the counterpart was found in Ca-

nnilc'- lale. The delicate nature of her literarv disguise is

.,.-! vit fullv understo..d: .some retined intelligences still see

iimiiin- in it hut the niaunianimity that subjects a man to

. Ill M ism and screens a woman from fame l)y allowing her

In reiiiinn nnknown.

In ^pite of herself, her reputati(m <rrew every dav. as much

!,v the inlluen.'.' of her s.tloii as for her repartees, the .sound-

nes> of her judgment, and th(> soliditv of her acM'iirements.

Slic was retianled as an authoritv. her witiici-^ms were re-

pealed. .<he cmild not ahdicale tlie function- with which
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Parisian sooioty invostorl hor. SIic Iioonmo n rpcnpnized ex-

ception. Tlic fiisliiniijililo world houcd to the talent and the

wealth of this stran^'e f,'ir! ; it aeknowlcdped and s-^notioncd

her in(ic[)ciid('iice: women admired her ^rifts. and men her

beauty. Indeed, hf-r condnet was always ruled hv social pro-

prieties. Ilcr friendshi|is seemed to bo entirely I'latonic.

There was nothing: of tlie authoress—the female author

—

about her: as a woman of the world Mademoiselle des

Touches i.- dcli,i:htful—weak at appropriate moments, indo-

lent. eo(|iieMish, devoted to dress, charmed with the trivialities

that appeal to women and jioets.

Slu' jierfectly understood that after Madame de Staiil there
was no place in this century for a Sai)j)ho, and that no Ninon
could exist in Paris where ther(> were no grand Seigneur.'i, no
voluptuous Court. She is the Ninon of intellect; she adores
art and arli-!~; she goes from the poet to the musician, from
the s- ptor to the prose-writer. She is full of a noble gener-

verges f»n eredulity. so ready is she to pity mis-
' t- disdain the fortunate. Since ]8;?0 she has
iosen circle of proved friends, who truly love and

' (her. She dwells far removed from such tur-

. line de StaidV. and not less far from political

n.!l -he makes great fun of Camille Maupin as
'ir 'ther of Ceorge Sand, of whom she speaks as
in." T I Ills new glory has killed hor own.

• de.- .ueht^s admires hor happier rival with
ue^s. .. .thoiit any feeling of jealousy or covert

OSlt'

foi-r

live

estee-

moi!

cont"

the

"l>n

Mad,

a !!!.'•

errv v.

hat

le

in

! I

'i'V

iO

ic r

'-til t

I
life

ta.-,. can-

six lime- . .

ni!|i!e ^u^' ifl.

at li'< Touchf

•im n this story opens she had led the hap-
for a woman who is strong enough to

:. She had come to les Touches five or
1S17 and IS.St. Her first visit Iiad been

r first disenchantment, in ISIS. Tier house
was iininhahirahle: she sent hor steward to

(Jii'P'nule. and took liis little hou.-e at les Touches. As yet she
had MO suspicion of her eominir fame: -he was sad, she
would see no one: .^he wanted to contemplate herself, as it

•
i
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utrf. nftor tliis proat (\ntastrnp}i(\ SIio wrntp tn a l.i.ly in
I'aris. !i friend, cxplaininp her iiitoiitions and >rivini,' instruc-
tidiH for I'lirnitun' tn Ije sent for li's 'J'oiiclics. Tlw things
rjiiir liy shij) to Xant.s. wcro transhipped to a sniallcr hnat
hT U- Croisif. and tiicnco wore carried, not without ditH-
ciihv. across the sands to les Touches. She sent for work-
M' n fn.in Paris ami settled herself at les Touches, which
-he parlicularly liked. She meant to uuwlitate there on the
.\eiils (if life, as in a littli' ])rivate Chartreuse.

At I lie l»<>.nnnin,ir of winter she returned to Paris. Then
ihr little town of (uierande was torn hy diaholical curiosity;
notlun- was talked (.f l.ut the Asiatic luxury of ^[ademoisello
.1.- Touches. The notary, her a.irmt. gave tickets to admit
\i-iiurs to les Touches, and people came from Batz. from le
I'n.i-ir. and from Savenay. This cnrio-ity produced in two
;.r^,r. til,' enormous sum for the gatekeeper and gardener of
-r\,iiteen francs.

.Mademoiselle did not come there again till two vears later.
• 'U her return from Italy, and arrived l,v le Croisje. Fo,'
M.me time no one knew that she was at (iuerande. and with
!i'C Conti the composer. Her appearance at inlerv.il- did
nn! greatly excite the curiosity of the little town of (Juerand.-
II'T Reward and the notary at most had Imvh in the secret
"f <'arnille Maupin"s fame. By this time, however, new ideas
liad inade some little progress at (uierande. and several per-

' !- kiii w of ^l.iil.Miioiselle des Touelie^" doidiie existence.
Tli- i.o.lnuist.T got letters addres.sed to "Camille Maupin!
ni.\ Touches."

At last the veil was rent. In a district so essentially
''.iiholic. old-world, and full of prejudices, the strange life led
I'v tins illu.strions and unmarried woman could not fail to
-tan the rumors which had fri-rhtencd th(> A!)he (Irimont •

t '"uhl never he understood: she seemed an anmnalv.
IVlicite was not alone at les Touches: -he had a guest

Plus visitor was Claude X'ignon. the hau-htv and contemptn-
•ns writer who. thouirh he has never mil.lish,.,! anvthiuir hut
'
ruieism. has impressed the public and literarv circles with

J
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an idea of his suptTiority. Felicitt', who for the Inst sovon

years had made this writer welcome, as she liad a hiindreil

others—authors, jdurnalistf-, artists, and people of fasliion—
who knew liis iii(hi>tie temperament, his idli'nc-s. Ids utter

poverty, his (areles>iiess. and his distrust at tiling's in ^'eiieral.

seemed by her hehavior to him to wisii to marry him. She

exphiiiied her coiKhiet, ineoiiiprelien^ihlc lo lier friends, hy

her amiiitio:, and tlie liorror .-he fell of trrouin^r ohl ; she

wanted to plaee the rest of her life in tiie hands of a su-

perior man for whom her fortune miirht he a sti-ppin^'-stono,

and who would u[)hold lier importance in ihe literary world.

So she had carried oil' Claude A'iLMion frem Piiris to les

Louc he: as an eajrle takes a kid in his talons, to study him
and take some veh(

f'alvsfe and Claudi—si

ment step: hut slie was deeeivin}' hot I

was III the most violent

le was not thinkinfr of marriafrt'.* She
throes that can convulse a soul so

tlriii as her-, for she found lierself the dupe of her own in-

telleci. and -aw her life illuminated too late by the sunshine

,ir as it j:Iows in the heart of a girl of twenty.of ove. iMowiii

\ow for a picture of Canulle's ''Chartreuse.

At ii few hundnd pac<s from fluerande the frrrn firvia of

Brittanv ends, and the salt marshes and sand-hills be'nn. A
road, to vliich \cliiclc: an> unknnwn, leads down arugged

ravine to the desert of sands left by the sea as neutral ground
between the waters and the land. This desert consists of bar-

ren hills, of ''pans" of various sizes edged with a ridi'e of

clay, in which the salt is collected, of the creek which divides

the mainland from the island of ]c Croisic. Though in geog-

raj)hy le Croisic is a peninsula, as it is attached to Brittany
only by the strand between it and the Bourg de Batz, a

shifting bottom which it is very ditlicuK to cross, it may
be regarded as an island. At an angle whcrt^ the road from
]>' Croisic to Guerande joins the road on tlie mainland, stands
a country liouse, enchised in a large garden remarkable for

its wrung and distnrted pine-trees—some spreading parasol-

likc ;ii the tof). other- strif)ped of their bouLdi.-. and all show-
ing red, scarred trunks where liic bark has been torn away.

WP
--.T—— ''(I
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riuM' ircc"!, niiirlyrs to tlit^ stoiin, prowinp litcrnllv in <\nh
\>f uitiil iitnl liilc. pniifirf tlio iiiiiid for tl ic iiu'!:i lli'llol V ,lll(|

-ir;iM,::c

III- lik.

-|ic(tii(lr of the salt iiuirslR's, anil tin- saiul-liills look-

.-nlKllllCil wave;

IioiiM', wi'll liiiilt of scliistoso stone and conu'nt held
ip ilii r l)V lour-fs of granite, lias no |irfli'nsions ti> arclii-

Iccllirr lie eve

tl

sfcs only a hart' wall. rcj^Milarly pierced by
uiiulows; tliose on the lifirt iloor have larj:e pain s, on the

jr.iiiiid Iloor small ijiiarries. Ahove the fir.-t floor there are
i<>(\', uinlrr an enorniously high-pointed roof, with a pable at
lacli niil. and t«o lar;.^(' dormers on eacli side. Cnder the
iiiii^le uf each <:al)le a window looks ont, like a CVclops' eye,
to ilir west over the sea. to the cast at (luerande.' One side
of the house faces the Guerande road; the otiier the waste
OH r which !e Croisic is seen, and beyond that the open sea.

A liltle streani escapes tiiroii>rh an ()|»enin<r in the >rarden
'Mi'.l on ihe side by the road to lo Croisic, which it crosses,
;iii.I is soon lost in the sand, or in the little pool of salt
u.ii. r .lulosed by the sand-hills and marsh-land, being left
tl.i I'' \'\- the arm f)f the sea.

A I'rw fathoms of roadway, constructed in this break in
the .-oil. leads to the hoii.se. It is entered tlin.ugh a gate;
ih'' (durtyard is surrounded by unpretentious rural out-
ii"!i.-('s—a stable, a coach-house, a gardener's cottage with a
l">;iliry yard and sheds adjoining, of more u<e to the gato-
1.—!VT than to his inistrc.-s. The gray tones of this building
harmonize delightfully with the s( t'liery it standi in. The
-T-unds are an oasis in this desert, on the edge of which the
itMv.K'r has passed a mud-ho\cl. where . u>toni-liousc officers
keep guard. This house, with no lands, or rather of which
the hin(|< lie in the district of (iuerande. derives an income of
' 'I tlioiisand franco from th.' marshes, and from farms scat-
; 'e,! about the mainland, Thi> was the fief of les Touches,
'!|!'rived (,f its feudal revenues by the Hevolutir.n. Tx^.s

Tourhes is -till a propertv: the niar^huien still speak of the
('h,;i,.:,i and thev would talk of the /,,„;! if the owner were
not a -voinau. When Felicite restored le> 'I'ouehe-, ,iie was

11::
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too rinicli of im arti-l to tliiiik of alir'rin;: t!i<' dosolnto-look-

mt: cMfnor wliich ^\\r< tliis Ininlv Imildiii^,' the appniranec

of a prison. <»iily ilir uati' was iinprovcil l>y tlio aiMilion

of two lirick |pi( r~ uitli .111 anliitnivc, iiiuKt wliich a carriugt'

(an ilrivc in. The 1 oiirtyard wa- plaiiti'il.

The arraiiL'iiiiriii i<\' tlic ^Tound lloor is ooniiiion to most

(•ouiitrv hoii.-fs limit a iiiindriMl years a;,'o. The dwi'llin^' was

cvKJcntly <nii-iru. led un the ruins of ,1 little fdsti'l perclicd

there as a link ((iiiiiiciiii;.' le ('roi>i<' and I'atz with (iueriinde,

and liirdini: ii over the marshes. \ hall had heen contrived

at the I'i'ni III' the stairs. 'I'lie lirst room is a larj^i; wain-

scoted anteroom where Felieite has a hilliard-tahle; next

comes an imiiieii>e drawin;.'-rf'nm with >i.\ windows, two of

whieli. at the ;:al)le-( nd. form doors leadinj,' t'> tiie ^'ardeii.

doun ten steps, eorre^pondin^ in the arrangement of the

I'linm with the dour inio the hilliard-room, and that into

(he dinintr-rnoiti. The kitelien, at t!ie other end, communi-
eates witii t!" dining-room throii.irh ihe pantry. The staircase

is liiiween ,iie hi lliard-rooni and the kitchen, which formerly

li.id a door into the hall: this M idemoiselle des Touches
clo.-ed, and opened one 10 the .oiirtyard.

'i'he loftiness and spaciousness of the rooms enahlos Ca-
niille to treat tin- ground with noiile simplicity. Slie was
careful not to introduce any c! ,lioration of detail. The
drawing-room, painted gray, has old mahogany furniture

with green silk di^hions. white cotton window curtains hor-

dered witii green, two consoles, and a round tahle; in the

middle is a carpet with a largo pattern in squares; over

(he huge chimney-place are an immense mirror and a clock

reproentim;' .\|iollo"s car. hetweeii candelalira of the stvlo of

the I*;mpire. The hilliard-room has gray eotton curtains,

hordered with green, and two divans. The dining-room fur-

niture consists of four large mahngany sideboards, a table,

twelve mahogajiv chairs with horse-hair -^eats. and some
maLMiifieent engravings by .Audran in mahoganv frames.

From the middle of the eeilinLT hangs an elegant lamp such

as ucp' usual on lite .-laircases of tine iiou>es. with two lights.
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chiuiz diupeil with silk cordb aud knots. ||i»' iin-ojace 18
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finl^;l1((l with ni^-iic work, tin' dock of ormolu, hctuoon two
large va.-es of ihc (]u.\vi-.{ ],\\w Sevres mounted in gilt cop-
per; the mirror is fniined to mnleh. Tlie Pompadour toilet-
tahle lias its hue h.iiigings and its glass; and then there
IS all the fanciful small furniture, the durliesscs, the couch,
the little formal settee, the <'as,v-eliair with a .luilted hack'
til" hH'.|Uer >ereen. the curtains o( silk to match the chairs'
Imcd uith pink >atin and draped with thick ropes; the carpet
woven at la Savoimerie— in .hort, all the elegant, rich, sump-
tuous, and Iragile things among which the ladies of the
cighteenih .vtiturv made love.

The study, ahsoluteh- iiioderii, in contrast with the gallant
«ugg..-t,ven..ss .,f the days of Louis XV., 1ms pretty ma-
hogany furniture. The book-shelves are full; it looks like
a l.oudoir; there is a divan in it. It is crowded with the
dainty trifles that women love; books that lock up, boxes
for handkerchiefs and gloves; pictured lamp-shades, statu-
ettes, Chinese grotesques, writing-eaxs. two or three albums
pajier-weights. in short, every fashionable tov. The curious
visitor notes with unea.<y surprise a pair of pistols, a narghile,
a ridmg whip, a hammock, a pipe, a fowling-piece, a blouse^
some tobacco, and a soldier's knapsack—a motlev collection
characteristic of 1-elicite.

Kvery lofty soul on looking round must be struck by the
peculiar beauty of the laudxajx' tliat spreads its breadth be-
yond the grounds, the last vegetation of the Continent. Those
dismal .s(piares of bl•a(ki^h water, divided bv Jittle white
dykes on which the mar.liman walks, all in white, to rake
out and (..ll.'ct the sail aii.l heap it up; that tract over
wliith salt vapors rise, lorbidding birds to flv across, while
tli(y at the same time choke every attempt at plant-life; those
sands where the eye can find no comfort but in the stiff ever-
green leaves of a small plant with rose-colored flowers and
in ihe Carthusian pink: that pool of sea-water, the sand
of the dunes, and the view of le Croisic—a miniature town
dropped like \,.ni<r into the sea; .md beyond, the immensity
of ocean, tossing a fringe of foam over the granite reefs to
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rrnpha?izo thoir wil-l forms.- this srvno olovntos wliilo it .•i,l-
'i.ns ilR. spirit, tl. llVrt ahv.vs pro.luc,.,! in tlu- end by
.niulung sublini,, ^^nuh ,„;,k,s u< v,,,rn n-n'tfullv for iin-
knnun th.n<:s thai tlio soul apprvhwids

'

at unattainable
1)> .- its. indeed, these wild harmonies have no charm for any
-' lolty natures an.i .irn.,! sorrows. This desert, not un-
hrek,,,, where the sunbeams are sometimes refloctod from
ilie water and the sand, whiten the hou.es of Batz, and ripple
"^T the r.,ofs (,f le Croisic with a pitile.ss da/zlin^^ J,,,,
u-u d absorb C amille for davs at a time. She rarely turned

I"

Ihe dehghttui green views, the thiekets, and llowery
l-lir.'.s tliat garland (luerande like a bri.le, with flowers and
P-su's and veils and festoons. She was suffering dreadful
i.'id unknown misery.

.\> Calyste saw the weather-cocks of the two gables peep-
Mi, above the lur.e-bushes of the highroad and the gnarled
i-ad> o the fir-trees, the air seemed to him lighter; to h,n,
'urrande was a prison, his life was at les Touches. Who
.
.nno, understand the attractions it held for a simple-minded
"'•

'Vf ^T' ^'^' ^^'""^ ^^ Chorubino, which had brou-dit
i^njto he feet of a personage who had been a great idea
to hau before being a woman, naturally survived her inex-
plKable rejections. This feeling, which is rather the desire
I'T love than love it.^elf. had no doubt failed to .-hide the
|.i..Norable analysis of Camille Maupin, and hence perhaps
''T repulses a nobleness of min.l misunderstood by Calvste
Attd. then the marvels of modern civilization seemed all" the
tnw,. dazzhng here by contrast with (iuerande, where the
f'"v.r y of the Guenics was considered splendor. Jlere
^P'-"l iK'fore the ravished eyes of this ignorant youth, who
'^^" ""vcr seen anvthing but the yellow broom of Brittany
-'I the heaths of la Vendee, lay the Parisian glories of I
-|^- uorld: just as here he heard an unknown and sonorous
..ngaage. Ca^-te here listened to the poetical tones of the

^^^>.s music, the amazing nn,>ic of the ninetcnth centurv
" -H"h meledv and harn,onv vie with each other as equal
P"^vers. and singing and orchestration have achieved incred-

I',
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ible porfiftion. He Inrc saw tlii' works of \ho mo?t prodigal

])iiiiiiini:— that dI' the Kniich sciidol of lo-day. the iiilicrilor

of Italv. S])aiii. ;!iiil Flanders, in wliich talent lia> hceomc

so c'oinnioii thai niir fve- and liearls. wcarv of so nnicli tal-

ent. (TV (Hit loudly for a ;ienius. He here read thu.-t' works

of iniai:inaiiiiii. tiio-c a>toundinLr (rcali()ii> of modern litera-

ture, whieli jji'oduee their fu!le.-t elfect on a fresh younp

heart, in >lion. our j^rand nineteenth century ^o^e before

him in all il> ma;:ni licence as a wliole— its criticism, its

strutr^les for every kind of renovation, its vast experiments,

almost all measured by the .-landard (jf the f,dant who nursed

its infancv in his tla<:. and saui,' it hymns to an accom-

paniment of tlie terrible bass of cannon.

Initialed by F(licit('' into all this grandeur, which perhaps

escapes the ken of those who put it on the sta<je and are its

makers. C'a'yste satisjied at les Touches the love of the mar-

velous that is -:o stron,^: at his age, and that guileless ad-

miratiiui. the first love of a growing man, which is so wroth

witli crilici>m. If is so natund that llanie should ily up-

wards! He heard the light Tarisian banter, the graceful

irony vvliich revealed to liim what French wit should be, and

awoke in him a thousand ideas that had been kept asleep by

the mild torjior of home life. To him, Mademoiselle des

Touches was the mother of his intelligence, a mother with

whom he might lie in love without committing a crime. She

was X) kiiul to hitn: a woman is always adorably kind to a

man in whom she has inspired a passion, even though she

siiould not seem to share it. At this moment Indicite was

giving niin music lessons. To him the spacious rooms on the

groiiiid lloor, looking all the larger by reas(m of the skilful

arraniicmenl of the lawns and shrubs in the little ])ark ; the

staircase, lined with masterpieces of Italian patience—carved

wodil, X'eiietian and Flonmtine mosaics, bas-reliefs in ivory

and marble, curious toys made to the order of the fairies

of the Middle Ages; the upper rooms, so cozy, so dainty,

8o Miutitiuiuslv artistic, were all infused and living with

a liglu, a spirit, an atmosphere, that were supernatural, in-
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il.liMiiblo, and strange. Tho modern world with its poetry

\ri.- ill ytronij contract to the solfiiin, palriarciuil world of

(ill. raiidc, and the two systems hero wi-rc face to face. On
liiic liaiid, the myriad eflVcts of art; on the other, the sim-

iilicity of wild Ih'ittany. No one, then, need ask why the

poor l)oy, as weary as his nioiher was of the subtleties of

ni'iurhc, alway.- felt a qualm as he entered this house, as he

niiii: the bell, as lie erossed the yard. It is to be observed

ili;;t these presentiments cease to agitate men of riper growth,

miufd to the mishaps of life, whom nothing eau surprise,

ami who are prepared for everything.

.\s he w ent in, Calyste heard the sound of the piano ; he

thought Uiat Camille Maupin was in the drawing-room; i>ut

nil eiilering the l)illiard-room he could no longer hear it.

Cauiille was playing, no doubt, on the little upright piano,

lireiiglr f(»r her from Kngland by Conti, wliieh stood in the

!i;ile drawing-room above. As he mounted the stairs, where

ihe tliiek carpet completely deadened the sound of foot-

sups, Calyste went more and more slowly. He ])erceived

that this music was something extraordinary. Felicite was
]i!iiying to herself alone; she was talking to herself. In-

stead of going in, the young man sat down on a (iotliic settle

with a green velvet cushion on the landing, beneath the

window, which was artistically framed in carved wood stained

with walnut juice and varnished.

Xothing could be more mysteriously melancholy than (Ja-

inille's improvisation; it might have been the cry of a soul

wailing a De prufundis to God from the depths of the grave.

The young lover knew it for the prayer of love in despair, the

tenderness of resigned grief, the sighing of controlled an-

guish. Camille was amplifying, varying, and changing the

mtrodiietion to the cavatina. "Grace punr toi. grace pour
iiiiii." from the fourth act of Robert le Diable. Suddenly she

Imlmh to sing the scena in lunirtrending tones, and broke off.

Calyste went in and saw the reason of this abrupt ending.

J'oor Camille Maupin, beautiful Felieite. turned to him with-

out utfectation, her face bathed in tears, took out her nand-
kerchief to wipe them away, and said simply

:
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"riood-niornintr.'"

She wa.- chiiriiiiii<; in htT morning drot^s; nn her head was
one of the red clicnillc nets at that tiiiic in fashion, from
which till' shiniiii: ciwU nf her hhick hair fell on her neck.

A very ,-hori ]hIi»c t'orincd a nioch'rn (irwk tunic, sliowin^'

below it caiiilu'ic troupers, witii miljroidered frills, and the

prettiest scarh t ami ^^old Turkish slippers.

"Wliat is tile matter?"" asked Calyste.

"lie has not come hack." she replied, standinfj up at the

window, and looking out over the sands, the creek, and the

niarshe.-.

This reply accounted for lier costume. Camille, it would
seem, was e.\])ecting Claude Vignon, and she was fretted as

a woman who had wasted her pains. A man of thirry would
have seen this. Calyste only saw that she was unhappy.

"You are anxious?"' he asked.

"Yes," she replied, with a melancholy that this boy could

not fathom. Calyste was hastily leaving the room.

"Weil, where are you g)ing?"

"To find him.""

"Dear child I'" said she. taking his hand, and drawing him
to her with one of those tearful looks which to a young soul

is the higiie.-t reward. "Are you mad? Where do you think

you can lind him <m this shore?"'

"I will find liim.""

"Your mother will suffer mortal anguish. Besides—stay.

Come, I insist upon it,"" and sh(» made him ait down on the

divan. "Do not break your heart about me. These tears that

you see are the tears we take pleasure in. There is a fac-

ulty in women which men have not: that of abandoning
ourselves to our nerves by indulging our feelings to excess.

By imagining certain situations, and giving way to the idea,

we work ourselves up to tears, sometimes into a serious con-

dition and real illness. A woman's fancies are not the sport

of tlie mind merely, hut of the heart.—You have come at

th" riulit moment: solitude is bad for mo. I am not deluded
'iv liii- wi-li he felt \(< go without me to study le Croisie

iii.M i ;i i'ocKc, ilie ijourg iiQ xjCiiz, and its sands and salt-
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marsho^. T know ho would hjicikI i^cvoral ilays ovor it instoad

,.f' nw. Ho wished to loavo us two alono; ho is joalous, or

rathor iio is {icting jealousy. You are young; you are band-

smiR'."

'•\Vhv did yon not toll mo soonor? ^lust I oonio no more?"

;i-kcd Calystc, failing to rostrain a tear that rolled down his

(liffk, and touchod l-'olicite deeply.

'•You are an nngol I" slie e.xclainiod.

'{"lion she lightly sang ifathildo's strain Reaiez out of

Wlilidin Tell, to otTaoo all gravity from this grand reply of

a jirinooss to her subject.

"Ho thus hopes," she added, "to make me holieve in a

;.'p atiT love for me than ho fools. He knows all the regard

! fill for him," she went on, looking njirrowly at Calyste,

"hut ho is perhaps humiliatoil to find himself my inferior

in tliis. Possibly, too, he lias formed some suspicions of

\<iu. and thinks he will take us by surprise.—But, oven if

he is guilty of nothing worse than of wishing to enjoy the

delights of this e.xpodition in the wilds without mo, of ro-

fii-ing to let me share his e.xcursions, and the ideas the

sienes may arouse in him, of leaving me in mortal alar.ns,

—

is not that enough? His great brain has no more love for

tilt than had the musician, the wit, the soldier. Sterne is

right: names have a moaning, and mine is the bitterest

iiinckory. I shall die without ever finding in a man such

love as I have in my heart, such poetry as I have in my soul."'

She sat with her arms hanging limp, her head thrown

hack on the cushion, her eves dull with concentrated thought,

and fi.xod on a flower in the carpet. The sufTorimrs of su-

perior minds are mysteriously grand and imposing; they

nvcal immense expanses of the soul, to which the spectator's

fancy adds yet greater breadth. Such sculs share in the

privilege of royalty, whose atTections cling to a nation, and

then strikt^ a whole world.

'"Why did you ?" began Calyste. who could not finish

the snitencc. Camillo Afaupin's beautiful, burning baud was

laid on his, and eloquently stopped him.
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"Xatup lins forsworn lior laws l)y granfin.fr mo fivo or i^ix

years of added VdUih. I liavo rciicllcd you out of st'l(i>hntss.

Sooner or later a;:f would have divi<Ied us.— I am thirleeen

years older ihaii he i.-, and that is (|uite enough I"'"

"You will still be beautil'ul when you are sixty I" cried

Calysto, heroically.

"God grant it I" she rejdied, with a smile. "But, my dear

child. I intend to love him. In spile of his in>en>iliility,

his lack of imagination, his cowardly inditl'erence, and the

eiivv that consumes him, 1 believe that there is greatness

under thn>e husks; I hoj>e to galvanize his heart, to save

him from himself, to attach him to me. . . . Alas I I

have the brain to see clearly while iny heart is blind.''

She was apMallingly clear to herself. She could suffer

and analyze iier suH'ering. as Cuvier and Dupuytreii could

explain to tlieir friends the fatal progress of their diseases

and tlie steady advance of death. Camille Maupin know

passion as these two learned men knew amitomy.

"1 came here on purpose to form an opinion about him;

he is already bored. He misses Paris, as I told him; he

is homesick for something to criticise. Here there is no au-

thor to l)e plucked, no system to be undermined, no poet to

be driven to desiiair; he dares not here rush into some ex-

cess in which he could unburden himself of the weight of

thought. Alas I my love, perhaps, is nt)t <ru«! enough to

refresh his tirain. In short. I cannot intoxicate him I—To-

night you and he must gel drunk together: I shall say 1

am ailing, and stay in my room; 1 shall know if I am mis-

taken."

Calyste turned as red as a cherry, red fiom his chin to his

hair, and his ears tingled with the glow.

"(Jood God I" she exclaimed, "and here am T depraving

your maiden innocence without thinkinir of what I was do-

ing 1 Forgive me. Calyste. When you love you will know
that you would try to set the Seine on fire to give the least

pleasure to 'the object of vour atfections,' as the fortune-

tellers say."
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•'riiiTf arc >oiiu' proud and lof,noa1 spirits," sho went on,

'\\\)n at a ctTtam ag,' can cxflaini, *It' 1 could live my life

ji:::iin. I would do everylhinj,' the same.' Now I—and I do

II . I think myself weak— 1 ^ay, 'I would be such a woman
ii~ Miui' iridtlier.'

••I'l) have a Calysle of my own I Wliat happiness! If I

iiad iiad the greatest fool on earth for a hushaml, 1 shouhl

\'.-A\r hecn a hiimhie and submissive wife. And yet I have

li'ii -iinied against society; 1 have only hurt myself. Alas!

iliar child, a woman can no longer go into society unj)ro-

It^tid excepting in what is called a primitive state. The
atl'iitions that are not in harmony with social or natural

l;r\-. ilie aiVections which are not binding, in shor*, evade

•u.-. If 1 am to sulTer for suiTeriag's sake, 1 might as well

\ir ii-cfiil. What do I care for the children of my Faucombe
(iiii-iii-, who are no longer Faucombes, whom I have not

-nil i'ui- twenty years, and who married merchants only!

Vmu arc a .-on who has cost me none of the cares of mother-

iiM..il; I .-iiall leave you my fortune, and you will be happy,

;it ,iiiy rail', so far as that is concerned, by my act, dear

j.wil uf beauty and sweetness, which nothing should ever

ciiangc or fade
!"

.\s slie spoke these words in a deep voice, her e\elids fell,

ili.it he should not read her eyes.

^ on have iiever chosen to accept anything from me," said

Calystc. "1 shall restore your fortune to your heirs."'

'Child!"" said Camille, in her rich tones, while the tears

fell down her cheeks, "can nothing save me from myself?"

'Yoii liave a story to tell me. and a letter to
"" the

gciii rolls boy began, to divert her from her distress. But she

interrupted him before he could finish his sentence.

'^du are right. I must, above all things, keep my wonl.

If u',!s too late yesterdav ; but we shall have time enough
to-ijay. it would seem," she said, in a half-|)!ayful, half-bitter

tone. ••'Po fulfil my promise, I will sit where I can look

down the road to the cliffs."
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Ciilv^tc pl.i<i'<1 ;i >l<cp fintliic iirnirhair whoro slio cotilfl

look mil ill iliMl (linctioii, iiml oiM'ticd the window. Ciimill.'

Miiu|Mii, uho >liiinil l!i<' OriiMitiil tn.-H's of the more illus-

trious wriiii- of Ik r own sex, took niit a iii;i;.'nirK'cnl I'crsian

njirj:lii!«'li tlmt an anilias-ador had <:ivcii her; she fillrd il

with patiliouli Iravcs cleaned iIk- inoii'lipiecc, scented the

(lU'lI liefiire she inserted it— it would serve her hut once

—

put a malt h tn llie dried leaves, placed the hands(»nic instrn-

iiienl of !'lca-urc, with its l(.n«,'-necked bowl of bluc-und-gold

eiiatnel. ai no ;:reat distanei-. and then ran-,' for tea.

"if you would like a ciirarettc?—Ah ! I always forgot

that you do not smoke. Such iininaculatcncss as yours is

rare!" I feel as tliouj;h only the fingers of an I']ve fresh

from the hand of (iod ought to caress the downy satin of

your cheeks."

("alyste reddened and sat down on a stool; he did not ob-

serve the deep emotion that made Camille blush.

"The per>on from whom I yestenUiy received this letter,

and who will perhaps be here to-morrow, is the Marqui.se de

Kochefide," said Felicite. "After getting his eldest daughter

married to a Portuguese grandee wlio has settled in France,

old Kocl 'ide, whose family is not as old as yours, wanted

to conn.. 1 his son with the highest nobility, so as to pro-

cure for him a peerage he had failed to obtain for himself.

The Comtesse ile M.intcornet told him that in the department

of the Orne there was a certain Mademoiselle Beatri.x Maxi-

milienne. Hose de Casteran, the youngest daughter of the

Manpiis de Casteran, who wanted to get his two daughters

off his hands without any money, so as to leave his whob'

fortune lo his son, the Comte de Casteran. The Casterans,

it would seem, are descended direct from Adam.

"Beatrix, born and brought up in the chateau of Casteran.

at the time of her marriage in 18"-i8, was twenty years

of age. She was remarkable for what you provincials call

eccentricity, which is simply a superior mind, enthusiasm,

a sense of the beautiful, and a fervid feeling for the works of

art. Take the word of a poor wouuiu who has trusted her-
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<,ir <in flifso slojH's, tliiTf is nntliinj.' ninn' p('riln>iH for n

uHiiiiUi; if slit' tries ilutii, slif arriM'S wlicrc \oii «i'f iiic, ami

uiiiir the Maniuisf is— in an aliyi^s. ^I«'n only liavc the

.i.ill' iliat can 1k( a support on tlu' t'djiL' of tlioso pn'ci))ic<'s,

.1 •r.iiL'tli which we lack, or which niakc!? us monsters if

uc li.ivc it.

•ll.r olil grandmother, the dowafjer Manpiise de Casteran,

swi- ililiL'lited to see her marry a man wlmse su|)erior she

wmlil certainly he in hirth and mind. The Rechetides did

(•virvliiinjr extremely well, I'x'atri.v could hut he satisfied ; and

in liie same way Kochetide had every rea.son to he pleased with

iIh- Casterans. who, as connecteil with tiie \'erneuils, the

(l'l>i:ri,trnons, and the Troisvilles, ohtained the peerage for

tin ir ~(>n-in-Iaw as one of the last hatch made hy Charles X.,

tlii'iiL'h it w.is annulled hy a decree of the Hevolution of July.

••RiM-hefide is a fool, however; he hej,Mn hy having a son;

;i!ii| as he <:ave his wife no respite, and almost killed hor

with his company, she soon had enoii^rh of him. The early

ihns (if married life are a rock of daiijrer for small minds

;i< I'nr irreat ])assions. Uochefide, hein^' a fool, mistook his

wM'i 's i^nioranee for coldness; he re<.'arded Beatrix as a lym-

[liiatii' (Tcature—she is very fair—and thereupon lulled liim-

.-rlf in perfect security, and led a hachelor life, trusting to

tin' Manpiise's su])po?ed coldness, her pride, her haujfhtiness,

.hm! I he splendor of a style of livin<r which surrounds a

wiitn.in in Paris with a thousand harriers. \Vh(>n you go

ih'iv yon will understand what I mean. Those who hoped

!" take advantage of his easy iudilTerence would say to him,

'\"n are a luckv fellow. '^'<mi have a heartless wife, whone

piissions will be in her brain; she is content with shin-

!ii_': her fancies ari' purely artistic; her Jealousy and wishes

\uil 1)0 amply satisfied if she can form a salon where all

!'" uits and talents meet: slie ^vil] have debauches of music,

lirL'ies of literature.'—And the hiisl)and took in all this non-

.-eii-e with which sinudetons are stutTed in Paris.

"At ihe same time. Pik hef dc is mU ii common idiot; be
lina as umch vanity and pride as a clever man, with this

"k-
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(lifT. rcnr-o , tliii) clcVti int n as- nnii' sunii" niodo 'ty and hccnnio

(at.> ; 111- V CO.iN |. \> •
1 oaxid in ntiiin : \^llr rcas, litii liflidt'

\\n< Jl li'H lliitir -liinu' cnncrll. r<>-\ and [iluinj 1. thai a< iiiirrs

lllllllC and 1- aUvav ^ Mill in;.'. W.A vanity rolls' in

tl»' .-lalilt , and fi.d^ niii>il_v rioiii the riian;.'t r, lii^'-ii a out

tlu' i..-i\ . 11. ' 1 1.1^ (: lilts -lie I a^ ail' kii(>\\ n only to thoM,'

« 111) iH'f in a
I

ii)>iii<in t" jui Ij^f liini i nliniat fly, wliii h an'

niiii •tal)l( nlllv n \\u >liad<' and ni_\ -liT\ of ]irivat(' lifi'. Whiif

in s i(icl\ and (1 >i II ic'lv llic man M'Cll « cliarniin;.'. 1
lorlu-

fi.lc tiui.-t liavt' Lccll iniolcral If till iiioiiicnt if fatifif l tlmt

liis laartli and lionif wciv tlirfatfiifd ; for his i- ihal cun-

ning and >(|iialid jealousy that is brutal when it is roused,

cowardly for six months, and munlenius the seventh. He

thought he deceived his wife, and he fiared her—two reasons

for tvranny if the day siiould coine when he discerned that

his wife was so merciful as to affect indifTereiicu to his infi-

delities.

"I have analyzed his character to explain Beatri.x's conduct.

The Manjuise used to atlmire ini' ;,'really; hut there is but

one step from admiration to ji'alou>y. I liave one of the

most reniarknl)le xalmis of I'aris; she wislied to have one,

and tried to win away my circle. I have not the art of

keeping those who wish to leave me. She has won such

superficial persons as are everybody's friends from vacuity,

and whose object is always to go out of a room as soon as

thev liave come in; l»ut she has not had time to make a

circle. At that time I >uppo.sed that she was consumed with

the desire of any kind of celebrity. Nevertheless, slie had

some greatness of siud, a royal pride, ideas, and a wonderful

gift of api)rehending and understanding everything. She

will talk of metaphysics and of music, of theology and of

painting. Vou will see her as a woman what we saw her

as a bride; but she is not without a little conceit; she

gives herself too much the air of knowing dillicult things

—

Chitit'se or irehrew. of liaving ideas about hieroglyphics, and

of being able to ixnl.-iin tin papyrus that wraps a mummy,
"iieatrix is one (d" those fair women l)y whom fair Eve
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woiiM I'lok' liko a ncjrross. Sin- is ih tall ami strai^rl\t as a

i;ij"r. find lis white as tlio holy wafrr; slic ha>i a Ion;.', pointed

Ian. ami a mtv variable coinplexioii, to-(la\ as colorless an

lainlirir. to-iiiorrow dull and mottled uiidi r the rKin with

A iiivriad tiny s|)ecks. as tliou^'h the li|oi>d had left dii-t there

III the course of the night. Her forehead is i:rand. hut a

hiile loo hold; her eyes, pale aiiiianiarine-tinted. tloatiii'.' in

1' e uliite cornea under colorless exehrow- and indoletii lids.

'J'ii' Ti' is often a dark circle round her eyes. Her nose,

< iK'vid to a (juarter of a circle, is pinched at the nostri!« and
full of refinement, hut it is impertinent. She iuis t\w

.\u-trian mouth, the upper lip thicker than the lower, which

lias a scornfid droop. Her pale cheeks otdy llu^ll under
.-Mine vcf} strong emotion. Her chin is rather fat; mine i.s

ii"t thin; and perhaps I ought not to tell you that women
wiih a fat chin aro exacting in love afTair.s. She has ont; of

the luu^t beautiful figures I ever saw; a back of <lazzling

Mhiiriir-s, which used to he very Hat, hut which now, I

am luld, has filled out and grown dini|)led; but the bust is

ii"l -o Hue as the shoulders, her arms are still thin. IIow-

evi r. >he has a mien and a freedom <d' manner which redeem

ail her defects and tlirow her beauties into relied'. Xature
has lic-towed on her that air. as of a princess, which can
iicvcr he acipiircd, which becomes her, ami at once reveals

ilu,' woman of birth; it is in harmony with the slender hips

of •.\ijui>itc form, with tho i)rettiest foot in the world, and the

abundant angeldike hair, resend)ling waves of light, such as

'iiiodet's brush has so often painted.

'"Without being faultlcs>lv beautiful or prottv, when she

( licoscs. >he can make an ind.-lible impression. She has only

to dress in cherry-colored vcKct. with lace frillings. and red

roses in her hair, to t)e divine. If on any pretext Beatrix

could dress in the costume of a time when women wore pointed

.-toniachers laced with ribbon, rising, slender and fragile-

leoking. from the ])added fidne-;s of brocade skirts set in

thick, deep ])leats ; when tliei- lie;;ds were fra!..ed in starched

luilj, and their anus hidden under slashed slcevo with laee
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nifflos, out of wliicli tlic lian.l iipiH'urcd hkv the pistil rroin

the iup of ii tlowcr; when tlirir Iiair w;is toss.'d hack in a

thousand little curl. -'Vrr a knot hcl.l up by a network of

jewels, Beatrix would appear a> a successful rival to any of

the idia! Inauties vou may sec in that array."

i-\'!icite showrd"('al\-te a K<'<'<1
e'>py of Miens' i)icturc, lu

which a ladv in wliite'satin stands sin-in- with a -cull..man

of Hrahant,' while a ne-ro pours old Spanisl, wiiie into a

.r|a- with a foot, and a housekeeper :> arran-m- s(nui'

biscuits.

"Fair women." she went )n. "have the a.ivanlajrc over us

dark women of the most deli-htful variety; you may he

fair in a lun.dred wavs. i.ut there is only one way ol l.ein-

(hirk Fair w<unen are more womanly than we are; ^U' dark

Fr. ncliw.mien are too like men. Well.- she added. Mo not

l,e fallin- in love with Beatrix on th.' strength of the por-

trait I have ^:iven vou. exactly 1^1^^' ^*>""' P'"'"'''' '" ^''^' 'i''"^'""^

Mqhh. Too late in the day. my dear hoy! Buthe com-

forted. With her the bones are for the {lr>t comer.

She spoke with mcraiing; the admirati(m exiiivssed in the

youthV face was evidently more for tlu> picture than for the

painter whose touch had missed its purpose.
^

"In spite of her lu'ln- a blonde," she resumed. "Beatrix

has not the delicacv of her coloring: the lines are severe, she

i. ele-ant and hard ; she has tlf look of a strictly accurate

drawin-. and vou might fancy she had southern iires in her

soul She is a llaminii ang.d. slowly drying up. Her eyes

look thirstv. Her front face is the best; in profile her face

looks as if it had l)een llattened between two door. \ou

will see if I am wrong.

"This is what led to our being such intimate friends: for

three years, from Isv'S to is:?!. Beatrix, while enjoying the

hist -aieiies of the IJe^torat ion. wanderimr throufh drawing-

rnom< -oiu-^ to court, -racinsz the fancy-dress halls at the

Flv-ee l^ourhon. wa< iud-ins: men, things, and events

f,,;,,, !he hei-hf- or her M-teHeet. Her 'lliud WaS fullv OC-

cunied. This lir.t hcwilderment at seeing the world kept her

1 !



BEATRIX 89

, .,, .lornianl. :in.l it >v.n;uiu.(l tn.-pid under the first start-

'm",!,, l.u.in...,- of ,n<.tlH.rhno.l. whirh I cannot In-ar. a.n

;:

'

J,l, ., f,r a. that is c.on,...rn..,l T- n. .h.ldn^

,. ,„u.n<lural,k>; tLcy brinj, a tlx-^and sorrows an n-

„.n>t anxi-ti.^. T nui.t say tl.at 1 n-an! ,t as ,.n.. o the

Z:t'l ..f nxKuTn society oC uhich that hypocnto Joan-

'

„„.:: ,lr,)riv.d u^. that wc wen- free to be or no to he

; :;:;i;::,,: Thon:.h l an. not the only M-oman that thinks this.

I im the onlv one to say it. „, . . ^ u,,^
,'.';,„.;,,,, .,;, ,„.nu of ls;^.o and 18.^1, Beatnx went to her

l,.i„na-;eonntrv hon.e. when' she was a. nn.eh bored as

„nt in his stall in I'aradi... On her return t(. Par., the

M i"thou,ht, and perhaps rightly, that the Uevolut.on

; 1 in the e;.s of .nost people was purely ,.ohneal.^uld

:; „.,.,.al n.volu,ion. too. The world to wlueh ^he l)e^onp

;,„, failc-a to reconstitute itself durin,' the unlooked-.or

;;f,;„, v,.ars of triumph under the Restoration .o u n>u.

, :,. awav under the steady hatterinj: ram of tl.o tntddle

,K,. She had understoMl Monsieur La.ne s <:reat ^und.

Kin^s ai. departing.- This opi"i«n, 1 suspect, was not

uitlii.iit its influence on her c-on(hu-t.

•'^he svmpatluzed intelloctuallv with the -- .loetrme.

,h„.iK for three years after that July, s^arnunl intoh < 1
ke

,!,. ,u ,he sunshine, and whi.4« tur.u.d many women s head.

, , HKo all the nobilitv. thou,-h she thou,du the n.w idea.

; Lm. she wished to save the nobilitv.l-mdm, no

;:;.„. now for personal superiority, seein. the uppenn .

, ,., r>-un settin- up the speechk.ss opposition .t had ,.1h ..d>

:.;/-;;; VapoU^n-^which, dunn. the doniinion .>f actions

,n.i \\r^< was the onlv aMitude it could take, whereas, in a

. :moral transition, it was e,ui.,lent .> -tirin. from

„„, ...,„,ost-she pn.ferred a happy life to this mute antag-

"
--Wlun we began to breathe a little the Marquise met at

-V hou.> the man with whom I lud thou.h; to d nn

davs-Ueunaro Conti, the great composer, ot Neapolitan

1-

ml
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parontupo, Init born n{ 'Marspillcs. Conti is a vcrj' clever

fellow, and lia< Lnl't- as a coniposor, thoufrh he can never
rise to thi' liiirlicsl rank. If wo had not Meyerbeer and
Rossini, he niitrlit iicrhaps have passed for a genius. He has
this advantairc over ihenj. tliat he is as a sinper what Paganini
is on the violin. Liszt on the piano, Taglioni as a dancer—in

short, what llic fiiiiioiis (iarat was, of whom he reminds those
who ever h' aid I hat singer. It is not a voice, my dear boy,
it is a MM'I. When that singing answers to certain ideas,

certain imic-criliahle moods in which a woman sometimes
finds Iicr>(li'. if she licars (lennaro, she is lost.—The Mar-
qnise IVIl madly in love witli him and won him from me. It

was excessively provincial, hut fair warfare. She gained
my esteem and friendship l)y her conduct towards me. She
fancied 1 was the woman to fight for mv possession; she
could not tell that in my eyes the most ridiculous thing in
the world under >iieh l•ir^•um^laIlees is the subject of the
contest. She came to see me. The woman, proud as she
is. was so much in love that >he betrayed her secret and left

me mistress of her fate. She was <piite charming; in my
eyes she ri'iuained a woman and a mar(|uise.

"I may tell you. my friend, that women are sometimes bad;
but tiny have a ^-eeret greatness which men will never be
able to a]ipreeiate. .Vnd .-o. a.-< I may wind up my alfairs

as a woman on tlu' hrink ed' old age, which is awaiting me,
1 will tell you that 1 had heeii faithful to I'onti, that I

should have continued faithful till death, and that, never-
theless, I knew him thoroughly. He has apparently a de-
lightful natuits at hottom he is detestable. In matters of
feeling he is a charlatan.

••There are men, like Nathan, of whom I have spoken to
you, who are charlatans on the surface, hut honest. Such
men lie to themsehes. rerched on stilts, they fancy that

they are on their feet, and play their tricks with a sort of'
iniiiriiire; their Vanity is in their t)lood ; thev are born
actors, swaggerers. grotes(juely funny, like a. Chinese jar;
the\ might even laugh at themselves. Their persona! im-
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piil-i'.^ arc p'noroii>, ;iik1, liko (he ^'audinoss of Murat's royal

(o-ninu'. tlu'V attract dan<,'t'r.

'•Rut ("onti's rascality will never be known to any one but

ills inistre>>. Tie has as an artist that fninous Italian jeal-

(lusv wliicii led Carlone to assassinate I'iola. aiid cost Taesiello

a .-nletto thrust. This terrible envy is hidden beneath the

inii-i rhariuin^' ;^o(i(l-fcllo\vship. t'onti has not the eourasre

(.1 iiis vice; he smiles at Meyerbeer and pays him eoun)liments,

wiiile he longs to rend him. He feels himself weak, and

irivis himself the airs of force; and his vanity is such that

lie atl'ects the sentiments furthest from his heart. He as-

s'.inns to be an artist inspired direct from Heaven. To him

.\ri is something sacred and holy. He is a fanatic; he is

sulilinie in his fooling of fashionable folk; his elo(iuence

Mciiis to ilow from the deepest convictions. He is a seer, a

ikiiiun, a god, an angel. In short, though I have warned you,

( aivste, you will be his dupe. This southerner, this seeth-

ing artist, is as cold as a well-rope.

"Vou listen to him; the artist is a missionary, Art is a

rrli^qon that has its priesthood and must have its martyrs.

t)iu-e started, Gennaro mounts to the most disheveled pathos

tliat cviT a tierman philosopher spouted out on his audience.

\<Hi admire his convictions—he believes in nothing. He
carries you up to Heaven by a song that seems to be

Miiiu' mysterious fluid, flowing with love; he gives you a

glance of ecstasy; but he kee}>s an eye on your admiration;

lie is asking himself, 'Am I really a god to these people?'

.\inl in the same instant he is perhaps saying to himself, 'I

liavf eaten too much macaroni.' You fancy he loves you

—

n.' hates vou; and you do not know why. But I always

knew. He had seen some woman the day before, loved her

lor a whim, insulted me with false love, with hypocritical

kisses, making me ]iay dearly for his feigned fidelity. In

short, he is insatiable for applause; he shams everything,

and rritles with everything; he can act joy as well as grief,

and he succv'ed^^ to perfection. He can please, he is loved,

he cm iret admiration whenever he chooses.
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"I left liini liiitiiiLT lii> voice: lie owod it moro snoposs than
ho fdiild uvi rnmi lii-; talciil ns a fdiiiposcr : and lie would
rather he a man nf ueiiiu> like Kossini than a perfornior
as fine as IJiil.ini. I had Keen so foolish as to attach my-
f'"' lo liini. and 1 would have decked the idol till the last.

('mi. hke many artists, is verv dainty, and likes his ease

and lii> little eiijnvnients . he is (L'indified. ele^'ant. well

dre^-ell : well. I liiiiiiored all his manias; I loved tliat weak
iiut a>tnte character. I was envied, and I sometimes smiled
with diMlain. I re-pected his conra.uc; he i^ brave, and
l)ra\cry, ii i> ,-aid. is tlie otily virtue which no hvpocrisv can
simulate. On one occasion, when traveling', I saw him put
to the t<-t : he was ready to risk his life—and he loves it;

luit, stran-v to say. in Paris I have known him guilty of
what I call mental cowardice.

'•My dear hoy, 1 knew all this. I said to the poor ^[ar-

'liii-e. -Von do not know what a pnlf you are setting foot

in: you are the i'erseus nf a hapless Andromeda; you are

rescuing me from the roek. if he loves you, so much the

better: but 1 doubt it; he loves no one but himself.'

'(icniiaro wa> in the seventh heaven of pride. I was no
manpii>e: I was not born a Casteran; I was forgotten in
Ji day. I allowed myself the fierce pleasure of studving this

character t<i it- depths. Certain of what the end would he,

1 meant to watch Ci.nti's contortions. !Mv poor bov, in one
W(>ck 1 saw horrors of sentimentality, hideous maniruvring!
T will tell you

.
o uKire: vou will se(> the man here. Only,

as he know> that 1 know him. he hates me now. Tf he could
safely stab inc. 1 >liouId imt he alive for two seconds.

'"l have never said a word of this to Beatrix. r,(>nnaro's

la-^i and constant insult is that he believes me capable of
commnnicatinL'- mv painful knowhnlge to th(> Marquise. He
has bccuue re-tle<s and absent-minded, for he cannot believe

in gond feeling in anv (me. ffe still performs for my I)onefit

the p.-irt of a man L^rieved to have deserted me. You will

find liiiu full of ilic riMwt penef ratin;.: cordialitv: he will

wheedle, he uiil be chivalrous. To him every wonum is a
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^\:.l]|>nui^'. Von li,iv<> (o livi- with liini for some tiTiic hi'for"

•yiu ilctcct the scent of tli;it fiilsc friiiikiii'ss. or know tl;M

^t:l^tto f)rick of liis liuniltujr. His ;iir of conviction would
l;ikc in 'ioil. Ami so yon will he ciunc-licd hv his feline

li!;niili-lnnents, iind will never conceive of the (leep and rapi<l

avilhnietic of his inmost luiiul.— Let him he.

•I carried indiirercnco to tlie point of rcccivinL' them to-

L 'irr at ni\' hou-e. The con-tMinence of this was that the

ii;oM snsjiicious world on earth, the world of Paris, knew
it.itliin:: of the intripnc. Thouirh (iennaro was drunk with
j>!-idi\ he wanted, no donht, to pose hefore Beatrix; his dis-

simulation was oonsnmmate. lie surprised me; I had e\-
]"cicd to find that he insisted on a stn-,'e-efl"ect . U was she
MJie fcimpromised herself, after a year of ha])piness, under all

tiii' vicissitudes and risks of I'arisian existence.

•She had not seen Gennaro for some (hiys. and I had iii-

'. ii' d him to dine with me, as she was comimr in the eveniiiL:.

Ici. licji.l,. had no susj)icions: hut Beatrix knew her hushand
Ni Well, that, as sh(» often told ine, she would have preferred
ihc worst poverty to the wretelied life that awaited her in

i!ic event of that man ever havini,' a ripht to seorn or to

t'lrrmnt her. T had chosen the evening: when our friend, the
Cniiitesse de ]\rontcornet. was at home. Affer seeinjr her hus-
1m nd >erved with his coffee, Beatrix left the drawinir-room
1 ' <!ie>-;. thoufrh she was not in the hahit of f,H'ttin<i readv
fii c^irly.

'"Your liairdresser is not here yet,' said Rochefide, when
lie licjird wliy sh(i was .troinir.

' "'riierese can do my hair,' she replied.
• AVhy. .vhere are you ^oinjr? You cannot go to Madame

de Mnntcornet's at eight o'clock.'
•• 'Vo.' said she, 'but 1 sliall Iiear the first act at the Italian

"The eatechizintr hailiff in Voltaire's Huron is a silent man
\>\ cnnifiarison with an idle hushand. iieatrix tied, to he no
fnnlicr i|uestinned. and did not hear her husband say, 'Very
well; we will go together.'

w
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"He (lid not .lo it on purpose; lio had no reason to suspect
his wife; she \va> allowed so niueii liherty! lie tried never
to letter her in any way; he prided himself on it. And,
indeed,, her eonduct did not offer the smallest liold for thy
etrietest oriiie. The .Mar(|iiis was goin^ who knows where-
to see his mistress, perhaps, fie had dressed hefore dinner;
he had only lo take up ins hat and gloves when he heard
his wife's earriage draw up under tlie awning of the steps
in the eourtyard. lie went to her room and found her ready,
but amazed at seeing him.

"'Where are you going?' said she.

"Tid I not tell you I would go with you to the Opera?'
"The Marquise controlled the outward e.\{)ression of in-

tense annoyance
; hut her ciieeks turned as scarlet as though

she had used rouge.

" 'Well, come then,' she replied.

"Koeheflde followed her, without heeding the agitation be-
trayed hy luT voice; she was burning with the most violent
suppressed rage.

" 'To the Opera," said her husband.
"'No,' cried Beatrix, 'to Mademoiselle des Touches'. I

have a word to say to her.' she added, when the door was shut.
"The carriage started.

"'But if you like,' Beatrix added, 'I can take you first to
the Opera and go to her afterwards.'

"'Xo,' said the Mar(|uis; 'if you have only a few words
to say to her. I will wait in the carriage; it is"^only half-past
seven.'

"If Beatrix had said to her husband. 'Go to the Opera and
leave m.' alone,' he would have obeyed her quite calmly.
Tj'ke every elcver woman, knov, Ing herself guilty, she was
afraid of rousing hir. suspicions, ,ind resigned herself. Thus,
when she gave up the Opera to come to my house, her husband
accnmpanicd her. She came in .scarlet with ratre and im-
pati.'nc... She walked straight up to me, and said in a low
voice, with 'hf c.ilmest luanner in the world:
"'My dear lY'Iieite, i shall start for Italy to-morrow even-

li
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iriL' witli Tonti ; bo;r him to mako hia arranporacnts, and
\v;iit for iiic lion^ with a carriajxo and passport.'

"Tlicn she left with hor hiisliaiui.— \'iol(nt passions insist

(in liluTty at r.ny <ost. Beatrix Iiad for a year Ih-cu sufTtTing

fri'iii w.iiit of fnH'doni and t!u' rarity of their meetings, for

sill' cniisidiTed herself one with <iennaro. So nothinp could

riirprise me. In her jjlace, with my temper, I should have

acird as she did. Conti's happiness broke; my heart; only

III.- vanity was engaged in this matter.
*• 'That is, indeed, being loved !' he exelaimed. in the midst

of his transports. 'How few women would thus forego their

ulmlf life, their fortune, their reputation!'
'• 'Oh. yes, she loves you,' said I ; 'hut you do not love her

!'

"Fie Hew into a fury and made a seem-; he harangued, he

srnldeil. he described his passion, saying he had never thought

it possible that he could love so much. I was immovably
<(">l, and lent him the money he might want for the journey

tliat iiad taken him by surprise.

"lieatrix wrote a letter to her husband, and set out for

Italy the ne.xt evening. She stayed there two years; she

wrote to me several times. Her letters are bewitchingly

frii'iidly; the poor child clings to me as the only woman that

lindrr.-lands her. She tells me she adores me. Want of

nioiuy ((impelled Gennaro to write an opera; he did not find

111 Italy the pecuniary resources open to a compos* r in

Tans.— Hero is her last letter; you can understand it now
if. at your age, you can analyze the emotions of the heart,"

s!ie added, handing him the letter.

.\t this moment Claude Vignon came in. At the unex-

pected sight, Calyste and Felicite sat silent for a minute, she

from surprise, he from vague dissatisfaction. Claude's vast,

liJL^h, and wide forehead, bald at seven-and-tliirty, was dark

with clouds. His firm, judicious lips expres.sed cold irony.

Claude Vignon is an im))osing person, in spite of the changes

in a face that was splendid and is now grown livid. From
the age of eigiiteen to five-and-twenty he iiad a strong like-
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noss to ilif divine ynuii;.' |{ii[)li;iil ; l)iit hi.'< no=o, tho luimnn
ftaliirr wliicli iiiii-f tcMilily iilttTs. Ims j:rnuii sliarji; lii.s

roiintniiiiiif lii'.>, a> it um', sunk iimlcr riiv-lcrinii- liollows,

llif oiitli'io Inivr Lrniun piitry. and uith a iiad cdlur; Icadrii

{:ray> prcdDMiinalr in tlic worn conijiIfNidii, tli()ii;j-li no one

know-, wl'.al tlii' fati^Mius can In- of a yoiin^' man, a^'cd, jht-

liap-. Iiy (Tii-iiiii;: luiiiliii('.<>, and an aitii-c of keen discorn-

incni. Ill' 1- aluay,-- csaMiinin;.' otiiir nicn'.s mind*, witliout

oliji'ci or .-\-iiin; llic pickaxe of hi- critieisin is always dc-

stroyin;.'. and never coii-irueiin;,' anyihin;,'. His wt-uriut'ss

is that of the lahorer, not of tlu- anliitt'it.

Hi- e\'>. li;:lit blue and once liri^dit, arc dininicd with iin-

conl'o^cd sull'erin;:, or clouded i»y sullen sadness. Dissipation

has daiKi lied the eyelids iieiieath tliu brows: the temples

iia\e I'l-t iheir Miioothness. 'i'lic chin, most nobly moulded,
lia> jiidwn d<iul)le without dignity. His voice, never very

soiioroii>. na- vn'^^'i lliin; it is not hoarse, not husky, but

soniethinir between the two. The iiiscruti bility of this fine

face, the fixity of that traze. cover an irreS(dution and weuk-
nes- that are betrayed in tlie shrewd and ironical emile.

Till- weakness atl'ects his actions, but not his mind; the

stamp of eiicyclopa'dic intellect is on that brow and in the

habii of thai face, at once child-like and lofty.

One detail may hi'lp to explain the eccentricities of this

eharacicr. The man is tall and already .somewhat bent, like

all wiio bear a world of ideas. These tall, lonj: frames have
.i.vi'f b,en remark,.!'lc for tenacious enerL'y, for creative ac-

ii\ :i\. ( 'iiarlemauiie, Xarses. lielisarius, and t'onstantine

iiave iMeti. in tilis particular, very noteworthy exceptions.

Claiiile \'iLMion. 11(1 doubt, suirtrests mysteries to be solved.

In I he lirsi place, he is at once very sim[)le and very deep.

Tlioii'jh he rushes into excess with tlie readiness of ;. courte-

s:.ii. his mind remains unclouded. The intellect which can
criiici-i- art. scietice. literature, and politics is inadequate to

coniidl his outer life. Claude contemplates himself in the
widi .vtent of his intelhvtual realm, and jrives up the form
ot things with Diogeues-like mdillereuce. Content with see-
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in_' into ('vrrvtliiriL', n, <1rr-r;iiiilin;i cvorvfliinjr. ho acorri"' mn-

iriKil (lrtiiil>; l>iil. lifiii;,' l"'><'t vvilli li(-ilMii( V IIS soon a- cp.'h-

);.,ii i, iiicilci!, he sri'-; olwtacli's without hciiij: carried uwiiy

|,v iMantic'-. iiiid l>y 'lint of diMii^iii;.' iiicjins, lie >it.-i. his

i;,nnl- li;i!i;:in;.'' iillc. priMlucinu" im ri-nlt«. IiitfUfctnally

lir i- a Turk in wliom nicditatiun imliiiis ^Iccp. Criiicism

i- iiis (i|>iunK ami lii- liaii'in ul' Imoks lias (lisj^nistcil hitn with

aii\ unrk hi' nii^lit do.

lie i- tijually indiir<niit to tlic smallr-l and to tlu- j^Tcatest

tliiiiL:-. and IS coniixllt'cl liy thf intTc wri^dit of hirf brain to

il;iM\v himself into drlpaiiclicrv to aixliiatc for a liltlo whih*

ili' iriv-istilili' jioutT of his oninipott'Ut aiudvnis. II<' i^

,H, niiirh ai)<iu'lM'd \>y tlii' sfan:y side of Lr<'iiiiis, and yon may

n,,w loncrivc tliat CamiHc Maupin should try tu s1k)W him tlu'

r!,::!il -idf.

Tlir la-k was a fascinating' one. Claudr Vi<:non liclifv.-d

hini-rif no Ic-s u-rciit as a politician than lie was a- a writer;

iiu! this Machiavclli id" pri\alc life laiiLdis in his sleeve at

iiiiiiiitioiis jpcrsoiis, lie knows all he can ever know, he in-

>tincti\ely measures his future life hy his faculli'-, he .-ce;!

Iniii^elf ;:rcat, he looks ol)stacles in the fare. [xTCoivcs the

folly of parvenus, takes fri.Lrht. or is dis-usted, and lets the

lunc slip hy without doin^' anything'. liike Ktionne Loiis-

!e,iu. the feuillelon writer; like Nathan, the famous dra-

inaiic author; like Hlondet, another journalist, lie was horn

Pi ilie middle class to which we owe itiiist of oiir f,n-eat writers.

•Which way did you come?" said Mademoiselle dos Touches,

cilMiinL: with pleasuro or surprise.

•In at the door." replied Claude \'i<rnon, drily.

•Well."" >lie rejdied. with a slirug, "I know you are not

a man to come in at the window."

•Scaliiii: a balcony is a sort of cro.ss of honor for the be-

i"\(d fair."

"ihiouiih!" said Fe'-.ite.

"I am in the wav?" said Claude Visrnon.

-Monsieur." .said the <ruilele-.s Calvste. "this letter
"

"Kee[» it; 1 ask no iiucstious. .\t our age audi things
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iHM-(l no \v(ir(1-." -ail! Iir. in ;• satiricnl fon<>, inttTniptin;;

('aly<t.'

"Hilt, iixlcfd, tiMin>irnr " ('iily.><tc iM-pm, iiidi^'nantlv.

"He laliii, yiMiii;.' man : iriv imliili'fiKi' for rrclini's is bound-

"My drar Caly-tr." >aid ('arriillf. ariviiius to speak.

"I)i'ary"' said \'ii;iii>n, iiit(iTn|ilin^' litr.

"Claude i> jr>iin,i:."" Caiiiill.' went on, addressing,' Calystf.

'•and he i> wrun^r-uith voii who know iiolliuig of I'arH and
its 'ciiair;

••

"I had nr) idra that I was funny," said \'ijrnon. very
{.'ravely.

"liy what road did you conic ;• |''or two hours I have never
eeasi'd lookiriL,' <nit towards Ic ('roi>ie."

"> oil ucrc iio( incc>>antly lookin;:,"" replied Vignon.
"Vou arc intolerable with your lanter"
"Banter! 1?"

Calyste rose.

"You are not so badly off here that you need leave," said
Vignon.

"On the contrary/' >aid the indignant youth, to whom
Cainiile gave her hand, which he kissed instead of merely
taking ii. and left on it a scalding tear.

"I wish I vere that little young man." said the critic, seat-
ing hini-clf. and taking the end of the hookah. "How he
will love

!"

"Too much, for then he will not he loved." said Made-
moiselle des Touches. "Madame de Roehefide is coming
here."

"Good!" said Claude; "and with Conti?"
"She will stay here alone, but he is bringing her."
"Have thev cpiarreled?''

"No."

"Pl.iy me a sonata by Beethoven; I know nothing of the
music he has written for the piano."

Claude filled the howl of the hookah with tobacco, watch-
ing Camille more closely ihau she knew; a hideous idea
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I ,«-((! liini: Iio fiiiiritil tlnit m -trai;,'!!! forward wniimu

!..|it\t(| r-lic liiid (liUMil liiiii. 'I"lu' -itiiatHtn \sa^ a ni'W one.

('.il\-ir, as lie wfUt away, wa.-; tliitikin;: rifitlicr nf Ht'atrix

ill' IIimIu liilc iior litT Irttcr; he wa.< fiiri(»iis witli ('liiiiilf Vi-

.'iiMii. I'liil "f vMiilli at what ln' tlinii^ht uaiit <>( dflicai'V, and
111' |Mt\ fnr |ni(ir I'V'licitr. How coiiid a man he loved by

ill, it iM'it'eit \Miiiiaii and Hot wor«liip her on his kmes, not

tru-t lnT on the t'ailli of a look or a smiled After heinj; the

|in\i!eu'(d -peetator of the >uil'erin^' Felieite had endured

uhile wailin;.% he felt an impulse to rend that pale, lohl

i.iriif. lie knew nolhinj,' liim.-eif, as KiMieile liad told him.

ef ihi' sort of dei'eptive witticisms in which the satirists of

tiic pre-is excel. 'I'o liiin love wa' a human form of reii^'ion.

On seeinfj him cross the courtyard, his i!iother could not

n-iiMin a joyful exclamation, and old .Madi nioiaelle du
(iinnie whistled for Mariotte.

"Mariotte, here is (he child; ^ive us the liihini'."

"[ saw him, madeinoi>elle," replied the c>.

Ills iiiolher, a little di^t^e^sed hy the mrlar loly that sat

'>n t'aKstc's i»row, never suspectinir that it was cause;! hy

uhat he thou^'ht Vi>;non's had treatment of FY'licitc. took up

111 r \Mir>ted work. The old aunt pulled out her knittin^r.

Till- l)an>n f.Mve up his ea.sy-chair to his son. and walked up

Hid down the mom a.s if to unstitfen his lejrs hefore taking

.1 I urn in the ^.^arden. Xo Flemish or Dutch picture repre-

-I iii> an interior of richer tone, or furni.iied with niore

iiappilv >uitahle fl<iures. The handsome youth, dressed in

Mark velvet, the mother, still so handsome, and the two old

t'n!k>. in the sotting of ancient panelinj:, were the expression

if the most domestic harmony.

Kannv longed to (piestion Calyste. hut he had taken

I'eatrix's letter out of Ids pocket—the letter which was. per-

liap-:, to destroy all the ha])piness this nohle family enjoyed.

A- lie unfolded it, ("alvste's lively imagination called up the

Man|uise dressed as Caiuille Maupiu had fantastically de-

>iril)ed her.
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Fratii B>'nlri.r lo Fflirilt

T have not w rittm to von. niv dcnr fri<'n(l, si

'Oknoa, Jul;/ 2nil.

neo our Btav

lit FIdrciici', liui \'(iii(i' aTiil I{(inii' t(.(ik up all my tiiiic; aiKl

ha|)i)int'<s. as yon know, filN a larirc place in life. \V.' aiv

neither of n- likeiy \n lake strict account of a letter more ( r

less. I iirn a little nrcd lll-l>lei| (III SeemLT <'Vt rvtl ^n'^ and
to a iniml not e;i~ilv -atiateil the repetition of pleasures hriin'-

fatiLriie. (hir fi-icrKJ liad -real triumphs at tiie Scala. at the

-Feniee. and ihe>e hi>t tliree davs at the San Carlo. Three
Ital ian opira- in two year>I "^'ou cannot sav that love has
made liiHi idle.

'•\Ve have heen warnilv welcornefl evervwhere. hut I should
have preferred siieiice and soliiude

mode of liie tliat suits a woman in direct antaLT-

Is not that the only

onism with

hat 1 had expecti'd. Love, my dear,

is sweet

the world !- Tii!< was w
is a more exaclin;.' iiia-ter than marriaire; hut it

to serve liiin After haviiiL'- playeil at love all my life, I did
not know iliat I must >ee ihe world aLMin. even in frlimpscs,

and liie attention- paid me on all hand< were so nianv wounds.
I was no lon.i:er on an cfjeal I'ootinnr with women of the
hij.diest type. 1'lie more kindiv I was treated, the more ivas

my inferiority markeil. (iciniaro did not undeistand these
Fuh;letie-. lait in- ua- -o happy that I .-liould have heen or;

less if 1 had T^ot sacridecf

sj)lendid as .in artist's life.

ice-

1 ^lu•h petty vanities to a thing so

"We li\e only liy love, while men live hy hive and action

—

otherwise they would ,iot he men. There are, however, im-
menM- di-advantap- to a woman in the position in which
] iiave place<| my-clf: and you have avoided them, ^'ou
have remained -real in the face id' the worlil which had no
riirht< over you: vou hav.' perfecl lihertv. and 1 have lost

mine. I am sjieakuiir onlv uiih reference to concerns of
the lieart, and no] i,, >,H-ial mailers, which I have whollv
sarrifictHl. Von iiOLdit 1

.f

le vain r.ml wi fill. vou miLTht h, ive

1 lie ij'r:ices of a Wnma n m love, who can LHve or retns(

nvl:;niLr a.- she eliouser vou nail i)reserv( d tlle privilege
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Mflifin^ raprioinii?. rvon in \]\o iiitoro^t of your affection and

.if tlir man vou inidit like. In shnrl. yon. even now. liavc

^till M'lir (i\\i> sand inn : ! liaNc not the freedom of feelinir.

V. !ii<!i. a- I iliink. il i< always deli;;iiifnl to assert in love,

. M !! uli.'n tlie passion is an elernai one. I have net tli(>

r!L:Vii I" liuarrei in jest, whieli we women so hiirhly and sn

riu!ill\ prize; is il iinl the line hy whieh we >onnd the

'rni!? I dare not threaten. I must rely for attractiveness

' !i iiitinite docility ami sweetne-s, I must be impre-sive

tiiriiu.'h the immen-eiicss of niy lo\-e ; I would rather die

tliaii L'ive up (iennaro. for the hnline-^s of my passion is its

i.ii'v plra I'nr pai'don.

J did not hesitaie hciween my secial diirnity and my own
liii'i' diijiiity—a secr(>t heiween me ,iiid my consc'ence.

Tli'iUL'h I have fits of melancholy, 'ike tlie clouds which tloai

;..Tn-s tlie cjrarcst sky. to which we women like to <jive way,

I -ill nee them ill once; they would leok like rei^ret. Dear

n;<! I ,-n fully nnder.-tood the exteiil of my <K'ht to him.

ih.i! I ha\(' e(|nip)ied myself with unlimited indulirence; hu!

Iiilh' rio (ieiinai'o I'.as not roUM(l my sensitive jealousy. In-

lii .
li. 1 eannot see how my deai' ureal i;'eniu.- can do wmn^i.

I iiiM. my dear, rather like iln' de\(i|er- who ar.nie with llieii'

tied, fur is it not to you that I owe my ha])piness? And
}<'< I ,iiinut dduht that 1 have nfieii thnu;jht of you.

"Al la~t I have seen Italy! .\s you saw it. as it ouirht to

he M . n. illuminated to the soul hy love, as it i~ hy its ,i:lori-

eii- -un a'id it- ma>terpiece- of art. I pity thi;.-e who are

ill' i-^iinily fireil hy the admiration it calls fur ,il every steii

wheii tiny have not a hand to clas]). a heart into whieh they

.'iiiiv pour the overllow of emotions A\hieli then suhside as

lih '. L.'row deeper. These two years are tf) me all my life.

ntid my iiieiiuirv will have rea)ied a rich harve-t Did you

'I"'. a< I ilid. di'eam of settliiiL'' al ('liia\ari. of liuyiriL' a pal-

aiT ,i! \'eniee. ;i villi at Sorreutii. ;i hnu-e at I'lorellce? |)o

iH'i all (..men who love shun the world? .\nd I, for eviT an
"lil a-t. could I help loTiL'iu'j- lo hiirv mv-elf in a lovely

l':e( -capi'. in a heaji of ilower,-, ioekitii.'- nut on the jiretty
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sea, or a valloy a?; ^•on(l as tho sea, liko the valley yon look on

from Fiesdk'?

"But. ala^•. \v(> are poor artists, and want of money i?

dragging the wamlercr.-; back to Paris again. Gennaro can-

not bear iiic to tVcl that I liave left all n)y luxury, and ho

is b'ringing a new work, a grand opera, to he rehearsed in

Paris. Even at the cost of my love, I cannot bear to iiuri

one of those looks from a woman or a man wiiicli would
make me feel murderous. Yes! for I could hack anv one

to pieces who should condescend to ])ity nif, should offer me
the protection of patronage

—

like that enchanting Cliateau-

neuf, who, in the time of Henri III., I think, s])urred her

horse to trample down tiie Provost of I'aris for some sucli

offence.

"So 1 am writiiu' to tell you that without delay I shall

arrive to join you a; les Touches, and wait for our Gennaro
in that quiet sfKit. You see how hold I am with my bene-

factress and sister. Still, the magnitude of the ol)Iigation

will not betray my lieart, like some others, into ingratitude.

"You have told me so much aliout the dilhcidties of the

journey that I -hall try to reach le I'roisic by sea. This idea

occurred to me on hearing tiiat there v/as here a litth^ Danish
vessel, loaded with Tuarijle. which will put in at lo Croisic

to take up salt on its way back to the Baltic. Bv this voy-

age I shall avoid the fatigue and expense of traveling by

post. 1 know you are not alone, and T am glad of it; I

had some remorse in the midst of my happiness. You are

the only person with whom 1 could bear to be alone without
Conti. Will it not Ih' a j)leasure to you, too, to have a woman
with you who will understand your happiness and not be

jealous of it ?

"Well, till our meeting ! The wind is fair, and I am off,

. inding you a kiss.''

it

}

"Well, well, she, too. knows how to love !" said Calyste to

himself, folding uj) the letter with a sad exi»ression.

This sadness flashed on his mother's heart like a gleam
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K^'litin^ up an abyss. The Baron had just loft the room.

I'liiiiv boltcil the door to the turret, and returned to h-an

, ,1 r till' liMck of tlie eliair in which her hoy was .-itlinj:, as

l»i,ioV -istiT bends over lier in Guerin"s picture. She kissed

iii- forrhcad and said:

- {hv inatli'r, my child? what nuihes you unhappy ''W at 1

^ 1 |in>iiii<('(l to aciount to nie for your constant visits to

1.- Tiiiir!ii'> ; I oii^^ht to bless its mistress, you say?"'

•^'c-. indeed," he replied. "Siie, my dear motlier, has

i-';(!\ui me all llit> defects of my education in thes(,' times,

\\\i>-n mill of jioble birth must aopiire personal merit if they

;i;v \., re-tore their names to life a^'^ain. 1 was as remote

fibril my day as (liierande is from Paris. She has been, in a

n,i\, liie motlier of my intelligence."

•Net for that can I bless her!" said the Baroness, her

e'. I- filling'' with tears.

Mot'iier,'" cried Calyste, on whose forehead the hot tears

e !i, ilriips of heartbroken motherhood, "mother, do not cry.

Jit nnw. when, to do her a pleasure, 1 proposed scouring

ti'"' Kia-t from 'he custom-house hut to the Bourg de Batz,

i^iie -aid to me. *IIow anxious your mother would be!'"

She -.lid sol Then I can forgive her much," .said Fanny.

"I'elieite wishes me well," replied Calyste, "and she often

('.i-k- lur.-elf from saying some of those hasty and doubtful

thiiiL^s which artists let fall, so as not to shako my fiiith

—

kiiuuim: that it is not immovable. She has told me of the

I'l'. 1,(1 in Paris by youths of the highest rank, going from
li'iir (oimtry homes, as T might from mine, leaving their

f iriiily uilliout any fortune, and making great wealth by the

f"!'ir of their will and their intelligence. 1 can do what the

Piamn de K'astignac has done, and he is in the Ministry.

—

>!;! i:ives me lessons on the piano, she teaches me Italian,

.'•lie lias let me into a thousand social secrets of which no

eiii has an inkling at Guerande. She could not give me the

tria-ares of her love; she gives me those of her vast intel-

lii, lirr wit, her trenius. She does not choo.so to b^' a mere
p'la-uie. hut a light to me; she offends none of my creeds;

she believes in the nobility, she loves Brittany
"

i:
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"Slip hae fhimfTfl niir Ciilystc" said tho old hli'Ml woman,

liiii. "f'T I iKiil'TstiiTid luithiiiir of this talk.intiTTiiiitiiiL'' I

ou h.ivf a liiH- \i\ tiLii-c (ivcr your head. ncplu'W. old rc-

atioii- wlici wor-liij) ymi. piod. old x rva ii t < : you can niarry

a irood little I' ri'li'iiiii'. a |iiou> am I wcll-ltrcd s^irl wiio will

iiiakc \nii li;inp\. ami Mill can reserve vonr aiiihitions for

Volir el(le^l >ull. Willi \v\

if von ai'c wi-e rlKUl

1 lie three times as rich a- VdU arc

i:h to live (juiotly and ccononiically. in

the sliadi' and in the jieace of the Lord, so as to redeem tlie

fainilv e~tale>. 'i'hat is a- siiniile a- a Rn-ton heart. You
will tret rich le>^ (|uickly. hut far more su relv.

'V our aunt IS rn:iii. inv darlinLT". she cares as mueli torh f(i

,!,your lia|)iiine,-:-: ;i< I i

in:: \niir iiiarrini'-e \\i

Fitz-William's d,

If I iiou. I Tiot SUccee( 1 in arrantr-

th Mis< MarL^aret. vour unch\ TiOrd

lue'iiter. it IS a luuwt certain that ^fadr

nioi<eiii' (k' I'l •n-ll eel V,-ll leave her monev to either of her

nieces vou niav lu'efi r.

.\nd tl lere Wl I
he a fe\v crown pieces Here d tml tiie

old aiml HI a jnw. niv-ieriniis mhcc

M irrv at ni\ saiil he. witti one

Which weaKeii a iim till
! Tea -nil. All! I

if tho^e looks

til ha\e no sweet

and crazv love-iiiakiiii:!' Am I never to tremhlr, thrill, flut-

ter, fear, lie (l(i\\n um a jiitile-^ iraze and presently melt

it!" Mav I never kimu the hiauty that i-: free, the fancy (if

the siiiil. the eidiiiN ih;n IliMi (iver the serene hliie of liappi-

ne~- and that I lie hreaih of eiijoynient lilow< away? May
1 never -tam! iimlcf a ;jiiiler >piiul witlmut di-cmcrini: that

it is rainiiii:. like ihe lnver- >een hy Diderot? Shall I never

iiiili] a liurniiii: cnal in the |ialin nf my liand like the Due de

f-orraine? Sliall I ne\er ciimh a >ilken r'^pe-laddcr. nor

dim: to a rotten, nld tnlli^ withmit feelini: it vield? Am
never til hide in ;i clii-.-i or umh'r a tied Can I know

nnthiiiLi' (if woman hut w i felv ^lu•remle^. or nf hive hut its

i|!!ah|e lam[ilieiil ill mv clirin-ll V 111 he .-.-Ilia ted hefiOIX'

it H e\ci led ? Am I til 1 i\e wiihiiiit ever leelniLr that lurv

M Itie heart whiili add- tn a iii;in> imwer Am [ II

a mai-ricd nidiiK No! 1 have ~el my iecth in the Paris
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;,:.|iK. of civilizntiiHi. Dn \i>\\ iini perceive that by your

, i.i-te. \eiir i^n!(iniiii t'uniilv linliil- you have laid llic firo that

I- r>Mi-uiiiiii,L' 111!', and tharl .-hall he hurnt \\\) heforc I can

:..'..,[, the (liviiiilv i M'e whercver I lurn— in the ;:reeii foli-

;:_., ;iii,l in (he >aii(l ;^l()V,in;.' in ihe sun>hine. and in all the

iH-.iuiit'iil. Inrdly, and cleirant women who aro descrihed in

I'!,- iiook- and jioeins [ have devoured at <'aniille"-y Ahis

!

Ti.eri' i- hut ou" >iieh woman in all ( iui'raude, and that is

\..ii, iii.:ilierl 'I'lie lovely Hiiie l->ird< id' my >lrearns como

;;'..!:i i'ari-; they live in the |iap~ o|' Lord l>yron . d Seott
;

i!'M\ are l'ari~ina, Milie, Minna I Or, a,i:ain, tliat l{oyal

liiiiiK— I ^a\v in till.' moors amonir tiie heath and hrooin,

u'io-e iir.iuly ^ent niy ])lood with a nish. to the heart!"

Tilt ,-e tliou.Lrhts \\er(^ elearer. more liriiliant. more livinir.

lo liie llaroiios" eye. than art tan make them to the n/ader

;

^-c -a\\ tlieiii in a lla-h shot I'l'om the lio\"s ^<.danee like the

a!j-"Ws fi'oi" a (|ui\er that is ii|i.-et. 'I'htiuudi .-he had never

r' .id i')''aut\ ' I liai.-, slie thtm-ht, a.- aii\ womnn unuM. that

ii Moiiiil he ,: crime to make this ("Ik ruhino marry.

"Oil. mv lit ar ho\-
1""

-aid >he. takine' him in her arms,

|iri--inu' him m lier. anil i\i^-in'_;- hi- heaniil'id hair -till her

ouii "marry when you please, only he ha|i|iy. It i- not my
ji,,ri io iea>e you."

Maiiotle came tt) lav the tahle. (ias.-elin hail LTiuie luit

!i> i\i|-ci-e ('alyste"s horse, for he hail not rithlen it ihe-e

!'Ao nioiiih-. The three \Miteen. the moilier. the aunt, anti

Vi iniiUe. were of one minii, with the natural cuinnuir of

Hi. men. lo make much of ('al\>te w lien he dineii at luune.

iTtittn uenuriousne--. foi'tilied h\- ihe niemorie- aiul haliit-

ef thihlhooij. tried to contend with the ci\ilization of I'aris

^' failhfidlv represented at ies Touche-. so close to (iue-

raiide. Mariotte trieil to ili-'jii-i her \dunir ma-^ter with the

liah'il'ale di-he- Ii|'e|ia feil in ('imi!'.' Malljiin"- l<ilchen, as

hi- mother ami aunt vieti \\]\]\ each other in attentions to

cnrii.-h ih.-ii- cliiltl in tlie -let- of ilifir tcnd'-!'n'-s. .and to

make eomiiari>on< inipti><il le.

-M' ha I You have a lubinc (a sort of lisii), Monsieur
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Calysto, Jiiul PTiipr, and panciikcs suHi jh you will novcr git

anywluTc Imt hwv," said Mariotte, witli a kiiouini; and tri-

umphant air. as she looked down on the white cloth, a per-

fect sheet of snow.

After dinner, when his old aunt had settled df)wn to her

knitting again, when the cure of (luerande and the Chevalier

du Ilalga came in, attracted by their game of niourhr. Cn-

Ivste went out to go back to les Touches, saying he mu.-t

return Beatrix's letter.

Claude X'ignou and Mademoiselle des Touches were still

at table. The great critic iiad a tendency to greediness, and

this vice was humond iiy Felicite. who knew liow a wonuiii

makes herself indispensable by such attentions.

The dining-room, lately (ini>lieil by considerable additions,

showed how readily and how quickly a woman can marry

the nature, adopt the profession, the passions, and the tastes

of the Tuan she loves, or means to love. The table had the

rich and dazzling appearance whieh modern luxury, seconded

by the improvements in manufactures. >tamps nn every de-

tail. The noble but impov(ri^iled house of du (iuciiic knew

not the antagonist with whom it had to do battle, nor how

larfc a sum was needed to conteiK' with the brand-new plate

brought from Paris by Mademoiselle des Touches, with her

china—thought good enough for tlie country—her fine linen,

her silver gilt, all the trilles on her table, and all the skill

of her man cook.

Calyste declined to take any of the licpieurs contained in

one of the beautiful inlaid cases of precious woods, that

might be shrines.

"Heft is vour letter,'' he said, with childi>h ostentation,

looking at Claiide, who was sipping a glass of West Indian

licjueur.

"Well, what do you think of it?" asked Mademoiselle des

Touches, tossing llie letter across the table to Vignon, who

read it. alteriiately lifting and setting ilow n bis glass.

"Why—that the women of i\iris are very hapi)y; they

„11 I,..,.,. >,,,.T, nf <r,.ninc nlir^ lfa<. itieiTl U\ \vr\Ts]uT\ "
all i:ii>e ii:- :i •-•! i,'!ii-. ) •••- '-!--
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•Dmr ino, voii arc still but u ru stio!" said Ft'-lioite. with

IIU'll. •Wliat (111 <lid not discover tlia* she already
ii I. 111.

h,\c< liim less, that
"'

••Ii i~ self-eviilciit !" said Claude Yifmon. who had as yet

,,;Mi !io more than the ilrst pajxe. "Wlieii a woman is really

in love, does she trouble her head in the least about her

,„,-;, M'li? Is she as finely ol)servant as the Man|ui>e":' Can

-h.. < ahulate':' Can she distinguish? (Jur dear Beatrix is

tir<l to Conti by her pride; she is coudemued to love him,

(•(111.' uliat may."

-r^or woman!" said Camille.

C.ilvste sat staring at the table, but he saw nothing. The

iKaiiiit'iil creature in her fantastic -ostume, as sketched by

Irlidte that morning, rose before him. radiant with light;

^h' -milcd on liim. she ])layed with her fan. and her other

haiid. riiierging from a frill of lace and cherry-colored velvet,

lav wtiite and still on the full folds of her magnificent petti-

coat,

'•'i'liis is the very thing for you," said Claude Vignon, with

a ^ar•donic smile at Calyste.

(alvste was offended at the words the very thing.

"Do not suggest the idea of such an intrigue to the dear

I hiid ; ,()U do not know how dangerous such a jest may be. 1

know iier.trix; she has too much magnanimity of temper to

cliaiigo; besides, Conti will be with her."

••Ah:" said Claude Vignon, satirically, "a little twinge of

•a!i>USV heh'

(an you >u])])oso it?" said Camille, proudly.

••Vol! are more clear-sighted than a mother could be," re-

liiil ("laude.

'•But. 1 ask you, is it possible?" and she looked at Calyste.

".\!id vet," Vignon went on. "they would be well nialched.

;iic is t<n years older than he is; he would be the girl."

••.\ girl, monsieur, who has twice been under fire in la

"

r.dee. If there had but been twenty thousand of such

I was singing your praise." said Vignon, "an easier mat-

ihan singeing your beard."
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*"1 hiivc ii sword ii) cut lln' liciird- of tho-^c wlio wonr them

too Ion;/.'" ri lorii'd (
';il v-If,

'"And I lia\i' II toiiL^iii' lli:ii (111- -Imi'iily. too." n'|ilicd Vi-

prioii, sindiii^'. "WC all' l^'rciu iiintii - the all'air ciiii lie ar-

ran^'cd
"

.Madcmoi-rllc dis 'I'oik lus ;:avc Calysic a hcsccching look,

which calmed hiin at once.

"Why," >aid l-'riuiti'. lo end the di>cii--ion, ''why i.< it that

youths, like niy (aly.-te tlii-iv, alway> l)e<:in l>y loving women
no loiiuer youiiu y"

"I know of no more ^qiilcless and e'cneroiis imimlsc." said

\'ignoii. "It is tile coiisciiijence id' the deli^ditfnl qualities of

youth. .\nil he-ide-, lo what end woidd ohl women come

if it were not for >iich love? Vou an- young and handsome,

and will he for twenty years to come; iieforc you wo may
sj)eak jilainly,"" he v^cnt on. with a keen uriance at Madc-

nioiselh' des Touciies. "In tlic l\y>\ place, the semi-dowagers

lo whom very young men attach themselves know how to love

far hotter than young women. .\ vouth is too like a woman
for a young woman to attract him. Such a passion is too

suggestive of llie myth of .\arci>,-us. lie-ides tiii-, there is,

I helie\e, a common want of experience which keeps them
asunder. Ileiic- the rea>on which makes it true that a yoiing

woman"s heart can only he undeivtood hy a man in whom
long practice is veiled hy his real or assumed pa->ion, is the

.same as that which, allowing for dilferences of nature, makes

a woman pa-t her youth more seductive to a lioy : he is

intensely conscious that lie shall succeed witli her, and the

womaii s \anity is intensely Haltered hy his pur-uit of her.

"'riit'ii, again, it i< natural that t!ie young should seize

oTi fruit, and autumn offers many fine and lusi'ious kinds.

Is it nothing to nii'et tho-e looks, at once hold and reserved,

languishing at I lie proper moments, soft with the last gleams

of love, so warm, so soothing":' And the elahorate eleganee

of speech, the splendid ripe sh<uildei-s so finely filled out, the

ample roundness, the ric'li and uiidulalin..; plumpness, the

hands full of dimples, the iiulpy, well-nourished skin, iho
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\,yn\s- full of ov('rfln\vin<;sci)tiiiH'iit. on uhicli tholipht lingers

ill.' Iiiiir. >n liiivfiilly chrri-lHHl ami (Iiv-mm1. uli.Tr !in.' part-

•

r.iSr- nt' uliilc >k\n iiH' (Irliciili'lv Irar.d, ami lin' llimat with

ii;,,-,' lliif nirvi'S, the iii\iliii^' iiiipc. where e\ery resource of

all IS applied to liriii^r oul the eoiilrast hetweeii the hair and

Hi,- iniK- of the lle.-h, to emphasize all the audacity of life

mid liAe? l»ark women then j:et ^oule of liie tone.- of the

f.iiiv>t, the andjer >hade of maturity.

"Then, a^ain, these women hetray their knuwledtre of the

WMi-ld m their >nules, and di.-play it in their conwrsation

;

lii.\ know how to talk; they will set the wli.'le world i)efore

v..ii |(. raise a smile; they have suhlinie touches of di;.MUty

and pride; they eaii shriek with de-pair in a way to break

\-!ir heart, wail a farewell to love, kiiowmu tiiat it i.- futile,

and Miily rt'suseitates passion; they ^'fow youn>.' a<>ain l>y dint

(.; \arviiij,' the most desperatidy ,-iiiii)le thin,irs. Tlu'V eon-

-laiilly expected to he eontradieted iW to the fallin.ir otf they

,-.. (iiijuettishly proclaim, and the intoxication of their tri-

i:!iipii i.- contagious. 'I'heir devotion i> complete ; they li^ten,

iii diort. tliey love; they (dutch at love as a man cuudemned

lu .Icatli clings to the smallest trifles of living; they are like

thn-e lawyers w.'io I'an urge every plea in a case without fa-

iigiiiiig the C ourt ; they exhaust every means in their power;

,11 lied, periei-t love can only Ik" known in them.

1 de.''.ji li they are ever forgotten, any more than we can

lur-t't aiiytliing vast and sublime.

"A voimg woman has a thousand other things to amuse

lur. these women have nothing: they have no conceit left,

no \anity, no meanness; their love is the Loire at its mouth,

iniiiieii>e, swelled by every diseiKdiantmeiit. every JilUuent of

i;iV. ami that is why—my daughter is dumb I" he ended, see-

iiii: Mademoiselle de.; Touches in an attitude of ecstasy, elutch-

iiiL' L'alvvte's hand tightly, perliai^ to thank him for having

h.i ti the cause (d" .-ueh a moment for her, of such a tribute

ol' iirai>e that she could detect n<> snare in it.

.Ml through tlie evening Claude Vigiioii and Felicite were

bnilianily wittv. telling anccilote> and descniung the life of
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Paris to fah-.t.". wlm .,,,,1.. f.-ll ,„ l„v.. -.vith Clamlc, for wit
«N« rl.". 11 p.culiiir (liiiriii on rii.'ii of frcIiriK

-I .-^.ouljl Mu, I... ,„ ,1,., I,,.., M.r,.n....r,o S.V Madamo de
Hochcfid.. larni hnv i.,-morrow will, Cunti. ul.o is accom-
imnun^Juv. no do.iht," .siid Clau.i,. at Uir ...id of fl„. ,.,•,.„-

'»?:. -U h..n I .an,,, up fn„„ ].. Cm,,,,, ,|„. .,,„„,„ ,,„j j^,^,
i» Miiall -Inp, |)ani>l,, Swcdi.!,. .,r Norw.-ian "

'11ns s,M.rl. l>rouglU tlio color lo t'anulh.-s di.M.ks, culm
as shf was.

'
j

m

'I^hat ni^ht a.ain Madam, dn (nn^nic sat up for her son
111 m.. o clock nnal,!.. to iniagn,- what he could be doinij at

h's louclics if Ft'hcitc di.l not love l,im
;;li.' .nust be in the way," ti,o„.d„ this deliKhtful mother.

as se ".''?•"
•
"" '^ '" '""^ '"^"''' '"^ ^'^"^'•" ^''^' «='ked.as sue .'•aw lum conic in.

''Oh. mother:
1 never spent a more dcli^duful evening-"'US IS a Krcat, a most sublime ,]„„.: Whv did von not

b.'^«.w K.rnus on mc^ With ^eniu. a ,„an n.wst be-able to

it:^a.iv\:™ "^ '""^ ''"'" "" "- ^--'^^ ^'- --t
"But you are handsome, my Calyste."
•Beauty has no place but ,n women. And besides Claude^i^non ,.. „ne. Men of ...nius have a brow that bcamV eve

..^ lus'-fo; -i,:!;;;^

'^ ^"-^"^"^-"^' -3- ^-^-k," .a,d she, kiss.

"Kcally, tnilyr"

"I havt' been" told ..o. I have had no experience »
^^It was Calyste s tu,n to k,ss his n.other's hand with rever-

er:':;-!!!;;:''^'^'''''''^'-^'--^''^
'-"> ">-rador-

"Dear child, it is in some dc<rree vonr ,Ii.fv , i

lngl.-.„uk,l w„mi.„. if v,„, „nm h.~.J
" 1» l<»e only
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Wlint yniin^' ninn. woIIItik "vtr with pnssion anrl suppressod
Mi.ilii). I.iit would hav.. Iijid 111,, trimiiphant idra of going
t.. !• Crni.i,- lo Mv ,\I;„i„ii,c d.. [{(.rhrlid.- land, .so as to be
ai.l.' u> -t.i.iy h.T. hitiisclf unknown ? Calvsti' Kn-atly amazed
111- talh.T ,ind in(.tli.T. who knew nc-thin^r „f ^]^^. {,^^J. y^i^^^,
.,ni-rV arrival, by >vt\u)^ „ut in the morning without wait-
.n : r..r l,rrakfa>t. Ihavm knows how brisk! v tho boy st.'n,H.d
"ii. il-' I'lt as if sonic new >tn n^th had conio to his' aid,
li- uiw M, li-hi

; li,. kept cloM. under tiic walls of les Touches
1" .'^""1 bcmK Mrn. The deli^r|„fu| |,„v was a.>lianie.l of
!i!~ .inlor. and had |M.rhaps a niiscral.l.. fear of bein^ lau^duMl
at

;
lehrilo and Claude Vignon w.tc so hornblv k.vn-si^'lucd '

A!.!, then, in >ueii eases a youth believes tluu his lurchead
s tnin>]iarenl.

il" followed the zi^'zag path across the maze of salt-
i>iar-!ie-. reached the sands, an.l was acro.^s them with a skip
^ind a ho,,, m spite of tlie >corching sun that twinkled ou
ihtlll.

Thi> brought him to the edge of the strand, banked up
Willi a breakwater, near whieh >tands a house where travelers
ni..v liiid shelter from storms, sea-gales, rain, and the whirl-
w:i"i. It IS not always possible to cross the little strait, nor
air iIhiv ah\ays boats, and it is convenient, while they are
'ru-MUg fn„u th.' j.ori. to hav shelter for the horses, asses,
'H' nhandi.e, or j.ass..ngers' luggage. From thence men can
.-.an the open sea and the port of le Croisic; and from thence
( ii\>te MK.n discerned two boats coming, loaded with bag-
gi-v--|, undies, trunks, carpet-bags, and cases, of which the
-tiape and >ix.e proclaimed to the natives the arrival of extra-
"rimary things, such as could only belong to a voyager of
di-tinction.

In one of these boats sat a young wonuin with a straw hat
and green veil, accompanied by a man. This boat was the
lir>i to come to land. Calyste felt a thrill; but their ap-
[' arance showed them to be a maid and a man-servant, and
he dared not (piestion them.
"Are you crossing to le Croisic, Monsieur Calyste ?" asked
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ont' of the Jiiiiitiinn. ulio kmu liiin; l)iit lu' ri'plii'il only l)y

11 iH'^Mtivf -h.iixi' 111' the lir:'.l. ji-liiiiiK'd of luniii;,' liis nniiu'

IlK'lltinlH'il.

('.il\-ti' u,i- I ticliMiilrd ;ii thf «i;.'ht of a tnink rovcn-d witli

\viit('r|in'(i|' (;iii\;i-. nil V, Iticil lie ri'ii(l Mihlmiir la Mttrnnise

(Ic h'u'li, I'nlr. 'I'lic riiiMic ;.'lit tciiil ill liis fvi's like some tali«-

iiiiiii: it li;iil li' hiiii .1 |im|iiiii of iiiy-tiTiniis i|i»iiii ; Im' kiii\v

IjfVoml ii "liinlnw (if a ilmilil that lif .-ImiiM fall in love with

tt

inn

lis winnaii; tlif ~iiialli-t liiiii;:- rrlal iii;i' lo her intcri'stiil

ri(i>ity. Wliy?— InII ainailv, .-purred in- lam \ ami tii- ciii
lllf ImrillllL: ilr-ill nf i|> III iiii a>iifalp|r ami nlijcctlos ut.'sircs

t \iilltll put Initli ail it*UO«> IK)

who ciiiiM- Hit hill rca'h!

|Mi\siT* toward- the tirst woman
litatrix had falk'U heir to thi

i\v that (
'ai iiillr liail ili-ilaini'i

('aly>l(' uatclifd the Jaiidiii;: of the liij:<:a<,'(>, looking? out

from iimi' to tiinr at If ('mi.-ic, lio[iiiijr to src a hoat I'otjic

out of ihc harlior, cro-- to this little hcaillaiid, and reveal to

him the Keatnx who had alicady heeome to him what another

lieatrix was to Dante, in ePriial statue of iiiarhle on whose

hands In- would liaii:: hi ih iwiTs and wrea ills, lie stood

with his amis t'oidid. In-t in the dream of expeetaney. A
thiiii: worthv of remark, hut which nevertheless has never

)eeii remarkeil the uav in uhieli we freiiueiltlv silhordi-

nate our ffliiiL:- li' our u ill, liou we pled^ri' our self to ourself,

as it Were, and how we make our fate; ehaiue has certain!}

far less share in it than we sujipose.

"1 see no horse>."" >aid the maid, sittin^^ on a trunk.

"And I see no earria.iic-road."' said the valet.

"Well. Iior-e- have eerta'iily lieen here."" replied the woman.

pointimr to ilieir trace-. "Mon-ieur,"" said -he, addressing

Calyste. "is that the road leadiliu' to ( iuel' Hide ?"

'\'es."" said lie; "vUiom arc you e.\|)eetini:?"

"Wo were told that we should h(" met. fetched to les

Touches.— If ilicv are very late. 1 do not know how Madame
can dress," said she to ihe man. "You had lietter walk on

to les 'i'ouehes. What a land of >ava^^'sl"

It dawned on Calyste that lie wa.i in a false position.



i;S«» ".;!

nKATTMX lis

Tl" n your niistro«>i i-j p. in;: Id I'' Tniirhc''" lif asked.

'\l.i"iii!i<ii«cllr caiiit' to nifct Iht lit scviTi this

Cih.

MTc (•(iiiii' t!ii' lii>rs(

morning,
• ni.ly. ".\!i: 1

-tl' lliil. nuinini: htuk tn (lurniiiilc with thi- swiftntjs?

<\)i\ iirli'iii-' "f •! < liJinioi-.. iirid <lniililiriLr liki' a han Ki avoiil

„!!1L,' -'''tl h\ tllr S1T\;II)I> frnlM lc> To\lch<'< ; Still, hc tll't

w-i "f ihcm in th<' narrow wav acm-- thi' inar-li which he
!,.,,!I'l t'l rPii'-

If saw"Shall I irn in!'' Shall I not?" hr a^kid hiniHclf as 1

ihr !"p- 'if the pllli-t.-i'i'S (if Irs 'I'lMlchi'-.

Ill' was afraid; he ri'turni'd tn fiuiTandr hanir-<loir and

r. f'lrtiMnt, ami walked np and down the Mali, wluTe he cou-

iiti!)''! iIh' di-cii-.-ioii uiih hirriM'If.

II.' -tartid as he caiif/ht si^dit of Irs ToiH lu's, and studird

llir Urilthrr-cncks.

'>lir (jin have no idea of mv oxcitrinrnt,"' -aid he to hiiri-

lli- wanilrrin^ tliou^'hts hcrainc ?f> many grapnels that

II. lit in his heart and held the Maniuise there. Calystee.ni.ht in Ins lieart aiKJ

li;i'! flit none of the-r terrors, the,-e antieipatory joys with

ri.Mrd to Cainille; he had first met her on liorsehaek. and
lii- ilrxirr had sprung' up. as at the si,"ht of a heatitifiil tiower

!.' iiiiirlit have loiii^ed to pluek. Th(>se vacillations oonsti-

tii'r a -ort of poem in a timid soul. Fired hv the first thunes

••f ::
I 'in.ition. these souls ri-<' up in wrath, are a[)peased,

iitid r:iirrr liy turns, and in silciu<- and .-olit"de reacn the ut-

!ei'-t lici;.d!ts of love hrfore t hry have even spoken t(.> the oh-

j'l
'

; "f >o many struL's-des.

('aly^te saw fnnn afar, on the .Mall, thr Chcvalirr du Haljra,

\'.:ilk:iii: with Madri iioiseiie de rrii-lloi'l; hr hid himself.

Till ('lirvalii-r and the old lady, helieving themselves alone

"tl the .Mall, were talkintr aloud.

Since Charlotte de Kergarouiit is coming to you," said

the Chevalier, "keep her thr^e or four months. How can
'"11 r.\pi(t her to flirt with Calyste? She never stays here
Iuhl: enough to attenifit it ; whereas, if they see each other
ev, !;. d:iy. the two children will end by being desperately in

.H
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love, aTid vol] will si'p till

KEATIUX

ni iiiiirricd thii? winter. Tf vou i=nv

two wf)nl> of \nur plans to ( 'li.-irlottc slir will at oiicc sav
four !o ('al\-li': and a .lmtI .,!' sixteen will certainly win the
day ai:aiii<t a wmnaii ot' torty-sninetiiin^ I"'

The two idil lolk< turned to retrace tlieir >t(>p:-. Calyste
heard le. nioiv. hut he had understood what Mademoiselle
de Peii-lloid's [ilan wa<. In his proem frame of mind noth-
ing couhl !„ more di- istroii-. Is it in the fever of a jire-

foneei\ed pa.--ion that a voimg man will accept as his wilV
a girl found for him hy oiin^iv:- Calyste. who cared not a
straw for Charloiic de Keigarouet. fell inclined to repul-e
her. Con-idi'ratioiis of nuuicy could not touch him; he had
hcc'i ai-cu.-tiMiied from childhood to tlie modest >tyle of his
father's hoii-c; he>idcs. seeing .Mademoiselle de 'I'en-Iloi'j
ine as poorly as the (uienies thenixdves. he had no notion
' f lier wealth. .\iid a \oiitli hroughi up as Calyste had hoen
vouhl not. in any case, consider anythi:ii; hut" I'eelinL^ : and
ail his mill : was .-et on the .Manpiise.

^

Compared with the jiortrait drawn hy Can die. what was
Charlotte;-' The comj.anion of his (hildhood, whom he
treated as his si,~ter.

He did not get home till live o'clock. When he went into
the room, his molher. with a melancholy smile, handed him
a note from Mademoiselle dcs Touches, as follows:—

"My dicai! Calvstk.—The heautiful Marquise de Roche-
fuK' has arrived; we count on you to do honor to her ad-
vent. Claude, always .-atiri.al. d'eidares that you will he Bice
and >iie Itante. The honor (d' i>rittany and' of the Gueiiics
is at >take when there is a C'asterau to he welcomed. 80 let

us meet soon.—Yours,

"Camillk Mai'i'in.
"Come af^ you are, without ceremony, or we sliail look

ridiculous."

M Calyste showed hi-; mother the note, and went at once.
"What aiv these Casteraus:-"" said she to the Barou.
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\ii <ili] Xorinnn family, related \n William tho Con-

(,U' ri'i'."" lie rej.'lieil. "Their arni> are In tierce per fess azure

Ciile,- ami T. a liorr-e rearing' ar^^eiit hoofed or.—The boauti-

f,;! rreatiire I'nr uhoiii le Gars was kiile<l at Fougores in 1800

,, a- tiie (laughter of a Casleran who becane a nun at Socz,

;;:-.l uas made abbess after being thrown over '^v the Duo de
V' riieUli.""

"And the lioelu^fides r"

"I >ln nut know the name; I should i-ani to see t'leir

ariii-," ^aid he.

The Baroness was a little relieved at hearing th.it the Mar-
i|i;iM- iieatri.x de I^oehefide was of an old familv ; still, she
;'<'! .-nii:e ahirm at knowing that her son was exposed to

;iv-ii fascinations.

< ',il_v>te. as he walked, felt the most violent and yet dc-

;i::ii!ful impulses; his throat was choked, his h"art full, his

ia-ain (unfu.~ed; he was devour.'d by fever, lie wanted to

walk slower, but a superior power urged him on. All young
!ii'!i lia\e known this perturbation of the senses caused by

i ..iL'ue hope: a subtle fire tbuiies witlini and raises a halo,
.' the glory shown about the divine persons in a sacred

iiMiure, through wliich they see nature in a glow and woman
ra<i:ant. Are they not then, like the saints themselves, full

•'( laitii. ardor, hope, and purity?

Tiie \.)i,iiig Breton found tlie whole party in ('amille's little

l'r;\aie drawing-room. It was by tliis time nearly .si.v

• 'il'iik; through the windows the sinking sun shed a ruddy
ii-'iit. broken by the trees: the air was still, the room was
i'iN of the soft gloom that women love so well.

"Here is the m(>mber for iirittany." said ("amilb Maupin,
MiiiIiiiLr to Iier friend, as Talvste lifted the tapestry curtain

',•.'• the door. ".As punctual as a king!"
'\n]\ recognized his step?" said Claude Vignon to Made-

: "-'lie des Touehes.

t'alvste bowed to tlie ^^a^qliise. wli., merely nodded to him;
'• iiad not looked at her. He :-hook hands wiih Claude Vi-
-.'!''!!. who offered him his hand.

.tl
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"llrrv I- 111,. Pr,.;ii 111:111 of will. Ill ynii Iijiw iK'ard so mucli.
(MTiniiro {(.iiti." ('iiiuilif went on. wiilmui niis\V(Tin<,^ Clau.i-
\'i,iriiiiii,

•"^'"- 'iilr..,|i;,<.,| to CalvMc ;i iii;in of ini(Mlc hci^rhr, thin
and .1.11,1,1-. uiih clicMniii h.-iir. rvo- that wrtv almost oran-,-
•"'';' '•!''' ' '•^'ii'"- fn.-klr,! -kin. in -liorl. m) .'xactly th,.

\vrll-kn,r.vn 1i,,mI ,.!' I,,,,-,! ilyron. iliai n v.,)uM he siijRTflu-
"''^ lo il.M Cil,,. it- 1,11! |»l-il,l|i- h,' \irUl \{ l„'lt(T. Coiiti wa.-^

ii"l a iiiM'-- pi-Minl of i!ii, ivMiiiMaiKf.
'' •"" 'i' :,-lil"!. I,.'in- 1,111 on,. ,iay ai I, - 'roucJKs, to nir, i

.Mon-i,.|;i-." -;i,,| ( ,, nr:,-ir. .

'•It i- my j.arl to ~ay a- nmcli to yoii." rcipji,.,] ('aivsto, with
t-ullicnni oaM' of iiMnin r.

"Ilo 1. as liaudM.iii,' a,- an aii-vl I" the Manjnisc said t„
l-V'licito. ( ai\M,-. -lan.lin- Lrtuocn ih,. divaii and iIil" two
'^""""- "^'Hioanl i!i,. v., ,!,!-. Ihonj, .pnk,.,, in a wliisp,.r.
"'' '""^"i "• an arm, hair, and .-,-.1,. watclifuj ],,„ks at the
.Mar,|iii.M.. In ih,-.,,fi li:..iit ,,r lii,. .-,.11 in- --iin li,' saw loun

-

'"^ "" '!" 'li^'i'i- ;'- ll'-.i-'i a >,al|,;,,r had ;ha-,.,l her m
I'"-"i""- ' "'lil''- -mil. .11- !i-uiv «h,,h -,,.m.'d t,. iUi-A/Av hi.
.Mj:ht. IVlaii,.. uiihoui kn,,w!n- u. had mt\..,1 Ii.t fneml
well i>\ her u,-.iij.ii,.i!.

lV.ain.\ ua- Miinri,.!- lo ih,> „,.! |,,., llatLTin- portrait drawn
In- Can, ill... W a- 11 n,,t partly fm- ih,..|r;, _,.,••, l,,.,,,.)!, that
J<i-at-i.\ lanl |.i;,,-,.,l ill hrr -ph.n.l ,.

| hai,- lain,!,,.. ,,f hj,,,.

cornth.u,.!-. uhich ..ho«..,l ,,ir til,' pair -h-am of Iht riii.'-

Ifls. arran-cl i,, frana- l.r fa,.- an,! lla-kor ,,•.— ^.r <-!i,,d<s:^

llrr oyo- wviv .,! Ml , in-I,.. ,lark,-n,.,l hv fali-iu". hut onlv
'" ''" """ "'' '!" I""v-i an,! m,,-t opaloMvnt motht-r-of-
IH'arl: Iht ,li,.,.k. uo,v as hri-hi a< laa- cv,-.. riidor her
w-niir ^kin. ,1- ,

I, .Ileal,, a- the .-iikv liiiin-'of an i^irir-shcll.
'"''' f''i-l=';<i "I •!•... piiri.l,. hloo.l. 'I'll,, finidi of li,T'f,.atun'S
wa< ox,|uisito: li,.r Imnv >,.,.moil ,liap!ian,.ii<. This fair and
-'•nth- li.-a,!, fill. Iv M-t on a Ion- iu-,-k of ni.irvehiiis beauty,
'oil! it-, -If to iho ni,.-t Naryimr (\pr,'«ion.

!!•; wai<t. -lii/hi
, lann-ii 0, ^lan. lia,] a Im-u itrhinr frraoo;

her i,art' sliou]der> -h-ana-d in tia- iwiliglit like- a wlifte ca-
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iTiijiia in Miifk linir. Tlic l»(i-.r,iii. udl siipportod, but eov-
. i uiiii ;i cliMF iiandkiTchiff. >li..\vc(l two t'\(ju!>itflv m-
i;. :t!_' <iirvfs. The inu.-liti (liv~<— u,. tluw.'ivd with'liluc,
::;.' v^'ih' >\rr\v>. (he Ijudicr, jiuilitci;. .uul without ailV >a>ll,

iv ,-!:'"- vulh sniidals (•r..--.r(| ,,\,r |i,u- ti)iv;ul stork'iii^'s—
..'' -!;o,'.i.l jMM-fcci kiio\vIr(|_'|. of thr ;irt- ot' iliv-s. Karriiii:?
.'!' -ilvrr llla.LMv,.. iiiai\cls of (.riinr-c uork which no douht
..!v milliner jiii,, ni-hion, ud-f aihiiirahlv Milled to ihc "x-
.
.-:;! '(.rii!.—, of ill,. |';iir hair -laiavd uiih ronitiowcfs.
.\! a -ni-h' <apr ,i:hin.v Cidv^i.. took in all ilii> hcautv,
-'!' ^tani|N(l IN,. if ,,ii 111- Mini. I'„'.airix. m> fair, and Fr-

.' ;•. -o ijark. ivcallfd ihf "Ki.cji-aki." (•onira>t.-. -o murh af-
'. -! h.v l';n;iii>li ,.ni:rav..r< ami drauiriitsmm. Thfv wen-
'. ,111 > w,.akni.~s and uomanV >t ivn-ili it, ih,.ir iiiiiio>t .-x-
:;• --ioii. a prrfvri aiiiith(.M~. TIicm. two womrn ,-onld !i,.v,'r

';''"
'

"'' '''"' '"'' '"'I'll'''- 'l"li''V u,av JiK,. a dclicatf pale
;• !u inkle or lily hy ihv m,1,. of a >ui,i|a ii,mi< and iroi-o-cous

'
; "4'l'^'-

"! ' tnMiii(,i.-c hy a ru!y. In an instant (aly:-tf was
,

•' -M d hy a jia^Mon which cr.,wn,'d the >.< ret workin,^ of his
" -. hi> Cats, his donhis. Madetnoi-i-ll,. ,],> Toucjies had

'! hi- .-Lii-es ]'„'.atrix fircl hi- mind and li,.arl. The
y .ii,_- r.rcton was cn-cioiH of ih,. liinh within him>elf of

• -c,in,|iici-itm fore., that wmild re-jM.(t notiiiiii:. Ami h,'

" ' " *'"!!'' > l"iil^ of I'nvy and haired. ;:looiny. and full of
' -• a l.iok !ii. liad iiev.r had for (lamle X'iunioi).

• dy.-ie called upon all hi- resolution to re.-train hini-elf,
'<'' 'n-. nevertheless, that the Tnrk^ w,.ie \,iy ri-ht to keep
.r v.oiii,.,, .init up. and that -mh h,.aui!fiil ei'vaiinvs -houid

• :''ihiddin lo show tliein.-elves in iheir t.^mpiin- witcheries
'

' •!. ni: m,.n allanie with love, 'j'liis hot hurricane wa-
d a- -,ioii as F.,'.atrix luiaud li,.r <.ves on him and her

''' voice made itself heard; the poor hoy already f,Mred
.- if fi'ared (I'od.

' ' dinn,.r-h(.ll ranp.

•al>ste. -ive your arm to the 'Nfarfpiise." said Madenioi-
- '"'les 'i'duches. takiii;.^ Conti on her riLdit and ( 'iaude on her
1' !i. a- >he stood aside to let the young eouple pass.
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Thus to CO down tlic old >taircii90 of ]o> ToucIip? was to

Cal\^te like a fir^t liaitlc^; liis heart failed liiin. he found noth-

iiijr ti» say, a I'iiit moisture ^ll»)d (,]\ tii- hr^A and dnwii his

spine. Hi- arm tn'iidiled -o violently that at !he i)ottom step

tlie Manjuise >aid to him :

"What is till' matter?"

''Never,'" said he in a eluiked voice, ''nf'vcr in m" life Imve

I >een a woman -i> heaiitiful as you are. exeeptin,:,'' my mother;
and I eann<it ii.nirnl m;. a.iritatinn."

'"Why, have }eii nni Caiulle Maupin liere?"

"But what a (lill't rem i
!" snid Cal , -te arlle->lv.

"Ha I ('aly>te."" l-'elieii/. w hirpered in his ear: "did 7 not tell

you that y<ui would I'dr-et me as ihdu^h 1 had never existed ?

Sit there, next her '<n lier ri.L'ht, and N'i^tion on her left.—As
for yen. (iennarn. I iv.'p vdu hy me." >lie added, laughing;
"we will keep an eye or, her llirtations."'

The accent III wliieii ('amille sfxike struck Claude, wlio

looked at her with the wily and appariTitly ah.-eiit e;|ance.

wliich in him slmued that he wa,- (ih>ervant. He never ceased

watchini: Mailemni>rllc dr-. 'roiiche.- thmuirhnut dinner.

"llirtations I" pplier! the Manjiiise. drauiiitr nlf her gloves

and showing her heautiful hands; "I have every excuse; on
one side of me ! have a pnii," and .-he tui'ned to Claude; "ou
the other pneiry.""

Gennaro lie-.towed nn ('alystoa gaze full of tlattory.

By candh'dight Beatrix looked even more heautiful than
before. The pale gleam nf the waxdighls ea.-t a >atiti sheen on
her forehead, >et >}»arks in her gazelle-like eyes, and fell

through her >ilky ringlet-, making separate hairs shine like

threads nf gold. With a grac(d'ul movement she threw off her
gauze >earf. unc<ivering her shoulders. Calyste eould thcM see

tile delicate nape, as white as milk, with a deep hollow that

parted into tun, curving otT towards each -houlder with a

lovely and delusi\e -ymmetry. The changes of aspect in which
prettv women indulge ])roduce verv little •tTect in the fashion-
able world, where every «'ye is blase, hut they commit fi-arful

ravages in a soul a.- fresh as was Calyste's. 'i'his bust, so unlike
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(';ii!iilIiV. rovf'.ilri] a ]i.i-.i'ci!y (liirtTciit oharaotor in Beatrix.

•r iMiilil 111' -!( II |iri(li' of race, a ii'ii r\t\ pcculiiir to the

.ir.M\. iiini a certain liardiit'ss in that douhh' muscle of

liir -..(uililcr. which i> pcrhaii^ tlic last surviving vostigo of the

1 ' jjucrur'.- -I rciiirih.

Calvstf fouiu] it very ilillicuU to scciii to cat; he was full

'
i liiTsMiH fi •liii!_r<, which took away his hunger. As in all

\' iiiiii 111. II. Nature was in the clutclies of those throes which
I'll

,
I (!r lir-t lo\c. ami stamp it so deeply on the soul. At his

i. I he anior of I lie heart repressed l)y the ardor of the moral
.- i;-c lead- to an internal eontliet, which accounts for ihe long,

ri-;eeiiiil he>itancy, the ileep ah-orption of love, the absence
ei' ;dl M'lf-interest.—all the peculiar attractions of youths
V. .--e heart and life are ])ure.

A- ill' noted— by stealth, so as not to rouse Gennaro's jeal-

.1- -!i-|iicion>—all the details which make the Manjuise de
ic" lieiide so supremely l)eautiful. Calyste was oppressed by

• iiiaje-ty of the lady lieloved : he felt him-elf shrink before
liie haughtiness of some of her glances, the imposing aspect of
'

>: I'.uv, overllowing with aristocratic self-con>ciousness, a
]'!-ii|i-. which women can exjjress by slight movements, by airs

ei liie jiead a lul a magnificem slownt^ss of gesture, which are
;i I !<:-> alfected and less studied than might be supposed.
Tpcfe i- a >entiment behintl all these modes of expression.

T' c .iiiiliiguous posiiion in which Beatrix found herself, com-
!• :. d her to ke(>p a watch over herself, to be imposing without
I'iiiu ndieiiloiis; and women of the highest stamp can all

•.'i:ic\e thi>, though it is the rock on which ordinary women
.uv u recked.

i;. atnx could guess from Felicite's looks all the secret ador-
:!!:"ii >lie in>pired in her neighbor, and that it was unworthv
'

' r to encourage it ; so from time to time she best<nved on
iiiii I repellant glance that fell on him like an avalanche of
-' v. 'i'lie unfortunate youth appeah'd to Mademoiselle des
Ti..;, he< hy a gazc in which s!i(> felt the tears kept down in
Ml- heart liy superhuman detertnination. and Felicite kindly
iMved him why he ate nothing. Calyste i-tuifed to order, and



120

made a feint of ioin

it

REATRIX

inp in tlic convrrsaticn. The idea of he

ril-
ing tiroi^onie instisid of ;i;.'m'jibl(' was uiicnduraMc. and lia

mcrcd at his brain. Ih- was all the more liasliful bcoaii^' Im
saw. behind the ManiuisoV chair, the inan->ervaiit he had in. t

in the morning on the jetty, who would no doubl report his

curiosity.

Whether he were contrite or happy, Madame de Hoehefide
paid no attention to him. Mademoiselle des Touches had led
her to talk of her journey in Italy, and she trave a very wittv
account of the point-blank fire of pas^oii with whi.h n little

Kussian diplomate at Florence had liominMl Iht. laui,diin<f at

these little youn^' men who tliiiix thrmselses at a woman as a
locust rushes on grass. She made Claude Vignni, and (ienuaro
laugh, and Felicite also; but these darts ui' vaivaMu went
straight to Calyste's heart, who only heard words through the
humming in his ears and brain. 'J'lie poor boy made no vow,
as some obstinate men have done, (o win tlii:- w..man at anv
cost: no, he was not angry, he was mi>erabb\ When he di.^^-

cerncd in B-'atriy an intention to sacritirr birn at (iennaro's
feet, ne only said to himself-—-If only I can >erve Iht in any
way!*' and allowed himself to be trampled on with the meek-
ness of a lamb.

"How is it." said Claude Vignon to the Manpiise, "that
you, who so much admiro poetry, give it so bad a reception?
Such artless admiration, so sweet in its expression, with no
steond thought, no reservation, is not that the poetry of the
lieart? Confess now that it gives you a .sen.-e of satisfaction
and well-being."

"Certainly," she replied, "but we should be very unhappy
and, f'.bove all, very worthless if we yielded to every "passion we
inspire."

"If you made no selection," said Conti, "wo should not be so
proud of being loved."

"When shall 1 be chosen and distinguished by a woman?"'
Calyste wondered to himself, restraining his agony of emotion
with difficulty.

He reddened like a sufferer on whose wound a finger is laid.

Mademoiselle des Touches was startled by the expression she
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•irt in Calystc's face, and tried to comfort him with a sympa-
ihi/iii;r took. Claude Vignon caufrlit that Iook. From that
lii-iiiciil ihr writer's spirits rose, and he vented liis >raioty in

-,iiv.i>ins; ho maintained that love lived only in desire, that

!: -M women were mistaken in their lov.-, that they often loved
;' : n asoiis unknown to t!ie men ;md to themselves, that they
-in.timeri wished to deceive themselves; that the noblest of
!;•'!! were still insincere.

"lie ciintent to critiei.-e Ijooks, and d'> not criticise our feel-
•:-." >:i\d Camille, with an imi)eri<Mis Hash.

I iie dinner eea.-ed to lie lively. Claude \'i,Lrnon"s satire had
;

ill'' hoth the women <;rave. Calyste was in acute torment in
-.•\r of ihe hajijiiness of pizin^' at Beatri.x. Conti tried to

:';'! .Madame de Koeheflde's eyes and »;uess her thou,i,'lUs.

U ':>-n the meal was endrd, .Mailcmoiselh; des Touches took
I alwte's arm, left the other two men to the Mar([uise, and al-

.
i»'d ihem to lead the way, so as to sav to the youth:
-My dfar iioy. if the >Iar(|uise falls in love with you, she

V. ;! pitch Conii out of the window; but you are behavinir in
- • ii a way as to ti<.diten their bonds. Even if she were en-

.i!i|(d by your worship, could she take any notice of it?

('..iiimand your-clf."'

"She is so hard on me, she will never love me." said Calyste;
••

iiil if .-he does not love me, 1 shall die."'

•itic! you! My dear Calyste, you are childish," said Ca-
i:i'"i'. "Vou wfiuld not have died for me. then?"
"Vou made yourself my friend." he replied.

.\fler the little c'nat that always accompanies the coffee,
V _-non bei:ired Conii to sin,i:. Mademoiselle des Touches sat
ii"\\n to the jiiano. Camille and (Jennaro sanj; Dunque il mio
I'Oir In in'ri sdrai, tlie final duct in Zingarelli's Komco e Giu-
/! ///, one of the most pathetic pajjes of modern music. The
|:i"ai:e iJi latiti pnlpiti exjiresses love in all its passion.
' alv>te, sittin<r in the armchair where he had sat when Fe-
!i':t<' had told him the story of the Marquise, listened de-
\'njily. liL'atrix and \'i;.inon stood on each side of the piano.

('onti's exijuisite voice blended perfectly with Felicite's.— .;.,. f,,,, -•,;^ i:,.' pitrvt.-, tney Knuw au its

§*'"

Jj

\U%
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rpsoiircos, niul !i;,'n'r'(l wnndcrfully in brinpirif.' thoin nut. Tt

was in llicir luinds w!: il tin- imisifian had intended to crcalr,

a pooni of divino tnclanclioly, tlio swan-sonir of two lovers.

When the (hiet was t-ndeii the hearers were all in a state of

fi'clinf: that eanncit find expression in viilirar ap|ilaus(\

"Oil. .Musie is the queen of the arts I"' exclaiined the Mar-
quise.

'"Cainille <:ives the first phieo to youth and !)eauty—tho

queen of all poetry," said Claude Vi;:n()n.

Mademoiselle des 'I'ouehes looked at Claude, dis^'mhling a

va/,nic uneasiness. Beatrix, not seeiiii: Calyste. looked round to

see what effect the niusie had had on him, less out of interest

in him than for Conti's satisfaction. In a recess she saw a pale

face covered with tears. At the si<rlit she hastily turned away,
as if some acute jtain had siun<: her, and looked at Ccnnaro.

"

It was not merely that Music had risen up before C^alyste.

had touched him with her divine hand, had launched hiin on
creation and stripped it of its mysteries to his eyes—he was
overwhelmed by Con'^'s p'uius. In spite of what Camilln
Maupin had told him of ilie man's cliaract<T. he believed at

this moment that the sin-rer must have a beautiful soul, a
heart full of love. How was he to contend ai^ainst such an
artist? How could a woman ever ceas( to adore him? The
sou<: must pierce her soul like another soul.

The poor boy was as much overcome by poetic feeling as bv
despair: he .<aw himself as so small a thin<r! This ingenuous
conviction of his own nothin<rness was to be read in his face,

mimrling with his admiration. He did not observe Beatrix
who. attracted to Calvste bv the conti ion of genuine feeling,
pointed him out by a glance to Mademoiselle des Touches

'Oh ! such a delitrhtful nature !'

will

paid you by this bov. Let us sin? a trio.—

C

said Fclicite. ''Conti, v on

de

never receive any applause to compare with the honutge

)me, Beatrix, rav
ar.

When the Marquise, Camille. and Conti liad returned to the
piano, Calyste rose unperceived. flung himself on a sofa in the
adjoining bedroom, of which the door was oj)en, and remained
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PART II.

THE DRAMA.

"\Vli;it is tho innttcr witli yon, my liny?" said Claude Vi-

(.'iii'ii. >t(alinj: (iiiiclly in after him and takinj,' his hand. "You
aiv m l(iv»', you hclicvc your^iolf scorned ; hut it is not so. In a

f. V. (hiys tlie liehl will be open to you. you will be supreme

!;. rr. and be loveil by more than one woman; in fact, if you

kri'iw how to mana;.''!' matters, you will l)e a .Sultan here."

"What are you .-ayinfr?" cried ('aly.ste, startinj^ to his feet

and drajrging Claude away into the library. "Who that ia

h-'i-f loves me?''

••('amille," said Vignon.

"Camille loves me?" said Calyste. "\m\ what of you?"

"I," said Claude, "1———

"

lie paused. Then ln' sat down and rested his head against

a pillow, in the deepest melancholy.

"i .iin weary of life,"' lie went on. after a short silence, "and

I iia\e not the courafre to end it. I wish 1 were mistaken in

what I have told you; but within the last few days more than

('III' vivid jrlciim has tlasned upon me. I did not wander about

the rocks of le Croisic for my amusement, on my soul ! The
liiitirness of mv tone when, on my return, found you talking

to Camille, had its source in the depths of my wounded self-

rc-pect. I will have an explanation presently with Camille.

Tuo niinds so clear-si edited as hers and mine cannot deceive

• ncli other. Between two professional duelists a tight is soon

tii'li (1. So I mav at once announce my departure. Yes, I

sn.ill leave les Touches, to-morrow [)erhaps, with Conti.

"When we are no longer here, some strange—perhaps ter-

rible—things will certainly happen, and 1 shall be sorry not

*-?f-. I
i'il
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to look on at tlicsc strii;rpl»s of passion, po raro in Franro, anil

so dramatic!— ^'ou arc vcrv yoiin;.' to ciittT on so perilous ,i

i<rht am iiitrrcstcil in vmi. lint for the liccp (li-''iist 1 fii I

f(or women. woiih 1 stay to help \nii to play the >rame; it

(litlicult ; yon may lose it ; yon have two reniarkahle women lo

(leal witii. and yon are already too mueh in love with one tn

make nse of tlie other.

"lieatrix niii-t .-iireiv have some tenaeitv in her nature, and

amiile has maimanimitv. on. perliaps like sdi'ie iraLHfr

and hrittle thintr, will he dashed hetwcen liie two roeks, swept

awav by the torrent of passi on. T ike care

Calyste'ri amazement on hearing: these words allowed Claudi'

Vijrnon to finish his speech and Iciive the lad, who remained

in the positi(.n of a traveler in llu^ .\ips to whom his jxi'ide ha^

proved th(> depth of an ahyss hy droppinir a ston(> in.

He had heard from Claude him^elf that Camillo love lUIll,

that his love for Bea-

hi'l'e was

^;iiilcli--i

-omelhin"' in

voiuf. -oil!

Calyste, at the moment when he knew

tri.x would end only with his life. T
the situation too rmich for such a

Crushed l>y iimnen-e re,L'ret that wel-hcd upon him for the

past, killed hy the perplexities of the preseui, hctween Beatrix,

whom he loved, and Camille, whom he no longer loved, when

Claude said that she loved him, the poor youth was desperate;

he sat undecidei lost in thon<dit II e vainlv >ou'dit to jruc;

tl

to 1'

X

le reasons for which F
iris and accept that

o.> arxl airain M

elicite had reji'cled hi> devotion, ,j go

of CJ:Mide ViLMion.

Kochelide's voice came to hisKlaille (le

oar. pure and clear, reviving,' the violent excitement from

whioli he had lied in leaving' the drawing-room. Several

time.- he could hardiv master llim^elf so far a- to restrain a

fierce desire t o seize tier and snatch lier awav.

become o f him? Could he ev(>r come aL'ain to le

-What

1
woulil

onclie:

Knowiuir that Camille loved liim, how could lie IH

Heat rix -He couli 1 find

re worship

no i-suc from his diirunlti(

(iradtiallv silence fell on the house. Wit lout heediiiiT it, ho

heard the shutting' of doors. Then suddeniv lie countec1 tl10

twelve strokes of niidiiiglit told by the elo( k in the ne.xt room,
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\v!i. n' tlic voicfs of C'aniillc and Claiult' now rousod liim from

'
r nuiiiliinj: coiitciiiiilatinn (if tilt' fiit>irt'. A li;,'lit ,-hone there

,:'niii I 111' (larkiu'ss. r.cfdri' he roiilil show himself, ho heard

iJi, -r iliv.ulful words spokrn liy \'ij:iioii.

•Vi.ii (am*' haik from J'aris madly in love with Calyste,"

hr u i< -a\ iiij,' to Felicite. "But you were appalled at ihe con-

HiMjii. III! > of such a passion at your ap' ; it would lead you

\v\>< ,1 uidf. a Iifll— to suuidc perhaps. Love ean exist only

111 I hi' lii'licf that it is eternal, and you could foresee, a few

|M,( - 1m fore \nu in life, a tcrril)le parting—weariness and old

::.:< ['iiiiniL' a dnadf'.il end to a litauliful poem. You remein-

lip Ailijiplif, tlie disa.-trous termination of the loves of

M. 111. mil' >h' Stael and I'.mjamin Constant, who were, never-

tl ' 'i ", iinirh licltcr niati'hed in a;.'e than you and Calyste.

"So. then, you took me, as men take fascines, to raise an
. 'iMvnclnnent hetwcen yourself and the enemy. But while

\ HI u'ird to attach me to les Touches, was it not that you mij^ht

^.'lui \iiur days in secret worship of your divinity? But to

I, It TV out >uch a scheme, at once unworthy and sul)lime, you

-•lild have cliosen a common man, or a man so ahsorhed by

! Mv ihuu^dit that he woid<l Ik' easily deceived. You fancied

\'U'\ I was simple, and as ea.^y to cheat as a man of genius.

I .iMi, It would seem, no more than a clever man: I saw

tiinui'jh vou. When yesterday 1 sang the praises of women of

\'Uir ai;e. and explained to you why Calyste loved you, do you

^'l!l|Hl>l• that I thouirlit all your ecstatic looks

—

brilliant, en-

(iiMniirtLT—were meant for me? Had I not already read your

-nil? The eyes, indeed, were fixed on mine, but the heart

liinilihed for Calyste.—You have never been loved, my poor

Minpin; and you never will be now. after denying yourself

t!;e lieautiful fruit which chance put in your way at the very

piles (^f woman's hell, which must close at the touch of the

ti.'Ure ."iO."

"And why has love always avoided me?" she asked, in a

lir.ik'n voice. "You who know everything, tell me."

"Wliv. you are unamiable." said he; "you will not yield to

l'i\c. you want it to yield to you. You can perhaps be led into
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tlu- mis.liirf ,1,1.1 spirit of ii Ml M,o\ ; l.iil you hiuv no youth
of h.-art, your iniml it too drcj.. you urvcr vvrrc artliss and \nii
cannot Ix'^^'iri now. >'our ciiariii lios m ui>-.t.Ty ; it i> al)stra.t,
iind not pra.tii .ll. And. a<.'ain. your pow.T ivprU very pow.T-'
ful natures: thr .It. ad a .-oiitlKt. V.Mir >livn;:ili niav attra.t
younK ^"iiis, ulii.li, like (•alyM.''s, lov.' t.. f.TJ prot.^.tcd ; Init.

in till' l.)n;,' run, it is fati-um;:. Vou are MiptTLw. siihlini.:'
You niu>t a.v.pl tlu' .li.-a.hanta-.'s of llu-si' tw,. .lualiti.s;
thry arc w.an-.un.'."'

"What a v.nlut I" cried Cauiille. -('aii I n.\er he ,i woman?
Am I a mon>icr!'""

••possibly," .^aiij Ciaude.

•'Wc shall .see," cried the woman, stunj,' fo the quick.
••(oMMl-ni-ht. my .Icar. I ]..av(> to-morrow.— I owe you n.i

prud^re. Camille: I think vou the ;;reat.'st .)f w..m.Mi ; but if I

shouhl c.)n>.'iit t.j f>lay the part any L.ti^T of a -screen or a
curtain," sai.l Clau.Ie. with too mark.'.] inflections of his
voice, "you u.Mild .hspix. in,- lUicHy. We can purl now witli-
out ^'rlef (.r r.'tn.uv.': we have n.. happinos to mourn for. no
ho[)i's to disapp.iint.

"To you. as t.) .M)me infinitely rare men of rrcnius. love is not
vhat Xatuiv made it—a vehement n.'.essitv. with acute but
transient deli-hl> atta.hed to its satisfa.'tion. an.l then death-
you rcpir.l it as \^hat ChriMianity lias made it: an ideal
realm full .d" nobi,. .sentiments, of inim.'nse small thinjrs. of
poetry ami spiritual s,.n>ations. of sacrificrs. tiowers of mor-
ality, enchanting' harm<inies, placed far above all vuljrar gross-
ness, but whither two beings joined to be one antrel arc earrie.l
np on the wings of pleasure. Thi.s was what i hoped for- I

thought I h-ld one of the keys which open tli.' door that' is

shut to so many persons, and through wliich we soar into in-
finitude. You wore th«TO already I And so I was .hreivcd.

"I am going back to nii.«Ty in my vast pri>on. Paris. Such
a deception at th.' beginning of my career would have been
enough to mak.' in.- tlee from woman: now. it fills my soul
with such dixn. li.intmcnt as casts mc for .'ver into appallin '

solitude; i shall be destitute even of the faith which helped
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til.-" TInly FiiilifT> t<i pciplr ii uiili -;,nT.'(l \i«i,.n-. 'rhi>. niv
lirar Caruillc, i- uli:it ;i >u|MrMir iMinn' liriiiu- n- in. UV
II:, ly viuh of lis .Mil;; tli,. |.Tnl>lr chani llmt ;i |i,,ri lia« [ml into
t!i<' tiiuwtli of Mo.M>> acliirf>,-.iMi: tlir AIniiurlii \ :

"O I.onl! Thou ha>i iiiadr in.' |i(,u. rliil ami aloDf!"

\t tiiL- iiioiiHiit ( 'alv^tf came m.
'I oiiuht to lit ymi know thai I am li,iv." -aiii he.

Mail.-nioi.-clli' lies 'I'oiiclio Imi.I.iiI al)-.philclv tcrriti.'il ; a
-ihliif-n rolor tlu-ho.l licr ciilni f.aiurr- with a firry ml. All
ihroii-li ihf .Mciic >lir ua~ hainlMinM r inaii -he had ever l.rcii

ill luT life.

-\\'r tlioni'lit yon had '^<>ur. ('al\,tr." -aid ('lamlr; -hut
\h\< iinolnntary indiMivliMti on hotji -id.- ui!l hav.' dune no
li.irni ; pcrliapsyou will f.rj i,,niv five at h- 'r..iicln'- now that
>i.ii know Fi'iiciti'' .-(. <-oni|ihtily. lici- .-ilmif -liow.s rnc that I

\^;k not niiMakcn a. to th- pan -l,.. ml. nd.'d that F shouhi

!
!:iy. She lovrs yoii, a- I told \,,n ; I. ill .-hr lo\v.-> vou for

.••'!ir-clf. and iioi (,,[ h.T-r'f a tVrlin.i: which few womm
arr lilted to coiK-eiN e of or to e!in.-- to : very few of ihem know
ilie delii:iit.< (,f pain kr|)i alive hy d.-nre. It i- one of the
.L'ranijer pa.-.-ioiis re>erved for men ; -hm >he i> .M.iiiewhat of a
man." he added, with a smile. '-Vniir pa-Mon t'or Heatrix will
I'lrture her and make Iht happy, hoi h at otiee.""

Tears rose to MademoiM-lle de- Ton. he." eyrs; >he dared
ii<a look either at the men ile-> Claude or the in^'enuoiis
''aly-te. She ua> fri;,rht,.,„.d at havin.i: U'eii under>tood

; she
ii.iil not >iippo>ed that aiiv man. uhatever his -'ifts, eould di-
\inr .-neh a torment of relin. d fe.lint:. sueh loftv ller()i^m as
li'T-. And Calyste. seeimr her -o humiliated at finding' her
i.M_'naniniitv hetrayd. .-ympalliized with the ai.Mtation of the
'X'inaii he had placed ,.,> hii^h, and whom he hehc|d -o stricken.
llv an irresistible impulse, he I'd! at Camille's jVet and ki.-.seil

1"T hands, liidincr hi- tear-washetl t'acc in them.
Claude I" she cried, "do nut doerl me; what will become

<if ine!-'''

i'i
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''What linvo yoii to fcnr-"" nplird tho oritio. "f'alvsto nl-

reacly lovfs the M.i' juisc like a niadiiiaii. Vou can ctTtainlv

have no stronirn- lniriiT lictwccn liini and yourself than this

passion fanm (i into lii'c liy your own att. It is (|iiito as olFcc-

tiial as I could he. ^'c-invhiy ihf^re was daiigor for you and
for him; hut to-ihiv cvcrvtliini,' will fflw vou maternal iovs

"

and he ^-.wv her a nintking ghmcc. '"^'ou will ho proud of his

triumphs."

Frliciti'' iookrd iit ('aly>t(>. whn, at these \\(^rd>, raised his

head with a ha.-Iy inovemciu. t'iaude \'i,ij;no!i was sutlieientlv

revcnired oy the ])hNi>iire lie took in seeinir their eiuifusion,

"Vou pushed him t(n\ards Madame de Koeheflde," Vignon
went on : "lie is now uiider the sped. You have dug your own
grave. If you had Ijiit trusted yourself to me, you would have
avoided the disasters that await you."

"Disasters!" eried Camille Mau],in, raising Talyste's head
to the level of her own, kissing his hair, and wetting it with
her tears. "Xo. Calyste. Forget all you have just heard, and
count me for nothing I"

She stood up in front of the two men. drawn to her full

height, quelling iheui hy the lightnings that flashed from her
eyes in which all her soul shone.

''While Claude was siuaking." she went on, ''I saw all the

heauty, the dignity of lio})eless love; is it not the only senti-

ment that hrings us near to Cod?—Do not love me, Calyste;
hut I—I will love you as no other woman can ever love I''

It was the wildest cry that ever a wounded eagle sent out
from his eyrie. Claude, on one knee, took her hand and
kissed it.

"Xow go. my dear hoy." said Mademoiselle des Touches to

Calyste; ''your mother may he uneasy."

^'alyste returned to Guerande at a leisurely pace, turnini-
round to see ti,.' light whicli shone from the windows of liea-

Iri\'s rooms. H<' was himself surprised (hat he felt so little

piiy for Camille: he was almost annoyed with her for liavim:

deprived him of lifiecu months of happiness. And again, now

am^p.sK.
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.iTid tlicr. Iio felt tho samo thrill in him«olf tlmt rjimillo had

y.i,\ cauxd liiin, lir felt the tears she had sh((l on ills hair, ho

-iitUTid in licr suiTering, lio fancied lie could hear the moans

l',,r. no doulit, she was inoanin;jj—of this wonderful woman

:,:r whom he had so lon<^ed a few days since.

As he opened the courtyard gate at home, where all was

-ilriit. he saw through the window his mot hi r working hy the

iriniilive lamp while waiting for him. Tears rose to his eyes

;ii I he sight.

"What more has happened?" asl<ed Fanny, her face expres-

^ '.. of terrii)le anxiety. C'alyste's only rejdy was to ''lasp his

liuihcr in his arms and kiss her cheeks, her forehead, her hiiir,

V. i;h llie passionate effusion which delight> a mother, infusing

iiiio lier the subtle fires of the life she gave.

"it is you that I love I" said Calyste to his mother, hlush-

',n:. and almost shamefaced; "you who live for me alone,

v,i;.im I would fain make happy."

"But you are not in your usual frame of mind, my child,"

Slid the IJaroness, looking at her son. "What has hapjK'ned?"

'•Camille loves me," said he ; "and I no longer love her."

The Baroness drev,- him towards her and kissed him on the

f n head, and in the deep silence of the gloomy old tapestried

ri.i.m he could hear the rapid beating of his niotliers heart.

Till' Irishwoman was jealous of Camille, and had suspected

!!;• truth. Wiiile awaiting her son night after night slie had

Miidicd that wonvm's passion; led hy the liglit of persistent

n ((litation, she had entered into Camille's heart : and without

Ih iiiLT alile to account for it, she had understood lliat in that

niiwrdded soul tliere was a sort of motlierly affection.

<a'y-te"s story horrified this simple and guile-s mother.

"Well," said she, after a pause, "love Madame de Roche-

'iil'-, she will cause me no sorrow."

i'.eatrix was not free; she could not upset any of the plans

iImv had made for Calyste's happiness, at least so Fanny

liioiight ; she saw in her a sort of daughter-in-law to love, and

Tint a rival mother to contend with.

"But Beatrix will never love me!" cried Calyste.

9
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"Perhaps," roplicd tlic "Raroni ~. with a knowing air. "Bid

you not sav that ;-1k' is to be alone to-niorrou ?"

"Yes."
'

"\Yell, my child,"* said the mother, coloring, "jealousy lurks

in all our hearts. Init I did not know that 1 sliould ever find

it at the bottom of my own, for T did not think that any oni-

would try to rob me of my Calyste's aflfeetion I"' She sighed.

"I faneifd," she went (jn, "that marriage would bo to you

what it was to me. What lights you have tlirown on my mind

during these two months! What colors are reflected on your

very natural j)assioii. my jxior darling!—W(dl, still seem to

love your Mademoiselle des Tfmches; the Manjuise will be

jealous of her. and will be yours.''

"Oh, my sweet mother, (."amille w<mld never have told me
that !" cried Calyste, taking his mother by tlie waist, and kiss-

ing her in the neck.

"You make me very wicked, you had child,'' said she, quite

happy at seeing the I)eaming face hope gave to her son, who
gaily went up the winding stairs.

Next morning ('aly>te desired (iasselin to stand on the road

from Guerande to Saint-Xazaire, and watch for Mademoiselle

des Touches' carriage; then, as it vent past, he was to count

the persons in it.

Gasselin returned just as the family had sat down together

at breakfast.

"What can have hapjiened?" said Mademoiselle du Guenic;
"Gasselin is running as if (iuerande were liurninir."

"lie must have cauglit the rat," said Mariotte, who was
bringing in the cofTee, milk, and toast.

"He is coming from the town and not from the garden," re-

plied the blind woman.
"But the rat's hole is behind the wall to the front by the

street," said ]\rariotte.

"Monsieur le Chevalier, there were five of them; four in

pide and tlie coachninn."

"Two ladies on ihe back seat?" asked Taly^e.

"And two gentlemen in front," replied Gasselin.
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"^^nrUllo my fatlier's horse, rirle after them: ho at Saint-

.Vi/airc In' the time the hont starts fur PaimhaHif ; and if the

!«u men go ou board, come Lack and tell me as fa&t as you can

(la^sclin went.

•"Wliy, nephew, yuu have tli«^ very devil in yoii I" exelaimed

niJ aunt Ze])hirinc.

"Let liiru ])lea>e liimself, sister," erieil the Baron. "He was

a- L^liMiniy as an owl, and now he is as iiu rry as a lark."

"rerha{)s you told In'm that our dear Charlotte was com-
i.'ii:."" said the old lady, turniiiir to her sister-in-law.

"N'o," rei)lied the Baroness.

"I thought he mi<rht wish to go to meet her," said Made-
!ii"i-t'lle du (iuenic slily.

"li" Charlotte is to stay three months with her aunt, he has

tiiiir enough to see her in," replied the liarone<s.

'"Why, sister, what has occurred since yesterday?" asked

lii'' old lady. "You were so delighted to think that Made-
inniselle de I'en-lloel was going this morning to fetch her

luece."

.Iaci|uelin wants me to marry Charlotte to snatch me from
]i( nlition, aunt,"' said Calyste, laughing, and giving his

iiiotlicr a look of intelligence. "I was on the Mall this morn-
iiiir when Mademoiselle de I'en-Hoel was talking to Monsieur
li'i llalga: she did not relleet that it would be far worse

penlition for me to be married at my age."'

"It is written aitove.'" cried the old aunt, interrupting

• 'alyste, "that I am to die neither happy nor at peace. 1

shi.uld have liked to see our family continued, and some of

eiir lands redeemed—hut nothing of the kind! Can you.

iiiv fine nephew, put anything in the scale to outweigh such

i;aii<'s as these?"

"Why." said the Raron, "can Mademoiselle des Touches
liiii'ler Calvste from marrving in due course? I must go to

.i.- her."

"1 can assure vou. fatlter. that Felicite will never be an

obstacle in the wa\' of my marriage."'

&.1

-'f:l
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'"1 eaiinnt niako hoad or tail of it I" saiil \he blind womaii,

uho kni'U' nolliiiiL' of lior ni'plK'w's sudden pas>ion for the

Marqui^-L' dc Koclufidf.

Tlic iiiothcr kept her fon\< secret : in siuh matters silenee

is instinetive in all wonieii. The old aunt sank into deep

meditation. li.-teniii\^ with all her mijrht, spying every voice,

evi'ry sound, to ;:ut~s the niy.-tt'ry they were keeping from her.

(ia—eliii MKin returned, and told his young master that

he had not needed to gu ^o far as Saint-N'azaire to learu

that ,Madenioi-elle des 'I'oueho and the lady would return

alone: he had h<'ard it in the town, fmni liernus. the carrier,

who had taken charge of the gentlemen's baggage.

"They will come back alone!'"" said Caly^te. "Bring out

my horse.""

Gasst-lin supposed from his young ina>ter"r- voice that there

was something serious on hand; he .-addled both the liorses,

loaded the pistols without saying anything, and dressed to

ride out with Caly^te. ("aly^le was .-o delighted to know that

Claude and (iennaro were gone, that lie never thought of the

party he wmild meet at Saint-Xazaire ; he thouLrht oidy of

the pleasure of escorting the Manpii.-e. He tmik h.is oM
father"s hands and ])ressed them alfeetionately. he kissed his

mother, and fiut his arm round his old aunl"s waist.

"Well, at any rate. I liki' him better thus than when he

is sad,"" said old /ej)hirine.

"Where are you off to. Chevalier?"" asked, his father.

''To Saint-Xazaire."'

"The deuce you are! .\nd when is the wedding to be?*'

said the liaron. who thought he was in a hurry to see Char-

lotte de \<rgaroui>t. "I >hoidd like to be a grandfather; it

is high time.""

When Ciasselin showed his evident intention of riding out

with Calyste. it occurred to the young man that he might

return in Camille"s carriage with Beatrix, leaving his horse

in Gassi-lin's care, and he cla])ped the man on the shoulder,

saying:

"That was well thought of."
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••<.. T <hail(l think," r<'|)licil (insx'lin.

•Sjiaiv tli(> liorscs. my hoy/' Miid his fiithor, ('oiiiiii,<: mit

,
, ,1,,. steps with Fanny; "thry liavc twelve leajrnes ijel'ure

CiihMe cxelian^'cd looks full uf lueanin;,' with his innther,

iiiii \\ as .'one.

inare-t treasure!" said s1k\ seeing'' liim lieiid his liead

:, ;. r the top of tlu> pate.

•(,..,1 preserve him!" replied the Baron, "for we shall never

:i::,;Ne another."

Tins little speech, in the rather coarse taste of a country

-• '!'l' man. maile the Haroness shiver.

•\lv iie]ihew is not M) much in luve with Cliarlntte as to

r;,-;i t.> meet her,'" said old Mademoiselle to Mariotte. who

vi- I iearinp the tahle.

•(111. a line latly has ctune to les Touches, a Man|uise. and

r ;~ running: after her. \V' ', well, he is youn_i:!" sai.l Mari-

•• Tho-e women will be the deatli of him," said Mademoiselle

(ill < luenic.

-That won't kill him, mademoiselle, (juite the contrary,"

n iJied Mariotte, who seemed tiuite lia[)l)y in Calyste's hap-

( ahsie was ridin<: at a pace that nii<rht have kilh'd his

! T-e. when (Jasselin very happily asked his ma-ter wliether

= • wished to arrive hefore the departure of the l)oat : this

V. - l.v no means his purpose; he had no wish to !)e seen l)y

.
•':• r ('.inti or Viirnon. The younir man reini'd in hi- liorse

. :; i looketl complacently at the double furrow traced l)y the

u ,-N of the carria.u-e on the sandv pans of the road, lie

.' - wildlv <:av merelv at the thoujrht : "She passed this way;
'

. uiil come liaek this way; her eyes rested on those woods,

"!; iIic.H' trees
!"

-Wliat a ])retty road!" said he to ("Jasselin.

"Y'-. sir, Urittany is the fine-^t country in the world," rc-

I': • il the servant. ".\re there such flower- in the hedires. or

!••.
II lanes tliat wind like this one, anywhere else to bo

I'. .,,,.1 V"
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''Xowhorc, (iassolin."

''Here coiiics Bcnius" cnrriii^e," said Ga??clin.

''Madcnioi-. lie ui' I'cii-iluel will bo in it with her niece;

let us liid*'."" -.Ill ( 'alystc.

"Ilidf here, ^irl are you crazy? We are in the midst (if

the sands."

The carriaiTf. which was in fact crawling up a sandy hill

above Saiiit-Nazairc, ]irc.~enlly appeared, in all the artless

simplicitv nf rude jin-ton construction. To Calyste's great

astoiu-hincnt the convcyancf was full.

''\Vc have left .Mademoiselle de I'en-IIocl and her sister

and her niece in a <;reat pother," said the driver to Gasselin;

"all the ]»iaces had heeii taken by the custom-house."

"I am dune fori" cried Calyste. The vehicle was in fact

full of custoin-hou>e men on their way, no doubt, to relieve

those in charixe at the salt-marshes.

When Calyste reacheil the little esplanade surrounding the

Church of Saint-Nazaire, whence there is a view of Paim-

hfpuf and of the majestic estuary of the Loire where it strug-

gles with the tide, he found Camille and the Marquise waiv-

ing their handkerchiefs to l»id a last farewell to the two

passengers l)oriU' away i)y the steam packet. Beatrix was

quite Itewitching. her face tecderly shaded l)y the reflection

from .1 rice-straw hat on which poppies were lightly piled,

tied liy a scarlet ribbon; in a ilowered muslin dress, one

little, slender foot put forward in a green gaitered shoe, lean-

ing on her :-light parasol->.tick, and waving her well-gloved

hand. Nothing is more strikingly effective than a woman
on a rock, like a statue on its pedestal.

Conti could see Calyste go up to Camille.

"I thought." said the youth to Mademoiselle des Touches,

"that you two ladies would i)e returning alone."

"That was verv nice of you. Calyste." she replied, tak-

ing his hand. Heatrix looki'd round, glanced at her young

adorer, and gavt^ him the most imperious tlash at her com-

mand. A smile that the ^lanpiise caught on Camille's elo-

quent lips made h. r feel the vulgarity of this impulse, worthy



BEATRIX 135

.
!'

.1 liirrc hourricoise. Madame do Rochcfide then said with
,! -mil.' In Calyste:

"An. I was it not rather impertinent to suppose that I

...iiiii III. re Caiiiilie on tiic way?"'

"My dear, one man for two widows is not much in the

T,;i\.'" -aid Madcinoi^ell.' dcs Touriies. taking Calyste's arm,
ii;^ ivinir Bi'atrix to gaze after the boat.

\i this instant Calysto heard in the street of what must
! railed tlie i)ort of Saint-Xazaire the voices of Made-
i!.. i-.ll.' de I'cn-Hoel, Cliarlotte, and Gasselin, all three chat-

t nil.' like juagpies. The old maid was catechising Gasselin,

.
'!

1 wanted to know what had brought him and his master
:. S.iiut-N'azaire; Mademoiselle '.\s Touches' carriage had
!: n!.' a commotiftn.

Hifnre the lad could escape, Charlotte had caught sight of
Jiirii.

"'riiere is Calyste I" cried the girl.

"do and offer them my carriage: their woman can sit by
r ;v .oaihman,'' said Camille. who knew that Madame de
l\i iLMrouet, with her daughter and Mademoiselle de Pen-
ilii.l. had failed to get places.

l';ily>te. who could not avoid obeying Camille, went to de-

: ' r I his message. As soon as she knew that phe would have
In riilf with the Manpiise de Rochetide and the famous Ca-
iiiiil.' Mau]iiii, Madamt! de Kergarouet ignored her elder sia-

i-]'- iibjections; Mademoiselle de I'en-Hoel refused to avail

i. !-. If of wliat she called the devil's chariot. At Nantes,
i"'i[ile lived in rather more civilized latitudes than at Gue-
>• ndc: Camille was admired: she was regarded as the Muse

f I'.fittany and an honor to the country; she excited as

t;;!! h curiosity as jealousy. The absolution granted her in

I'iii- liy the fashionable world was consecrated by Made-
!' ''i-.llc des Touches' fine fortune, and perhaps by her former
-iKiisses at Xantes, which was proud of having been the

iiMtlij.lace of Caniille Mau[iiu.

>M the Viscountess, crazy with curiosity, dragged away her
o;.i ji.-ier, luruiiig a deaf ear to her jeremiads.

t
- £

I
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"riood-TiinrninL'. r'nlystc" >;ii(l littlo riiarlottc.

"(Iiiod-i.iiiiiiii:;. ( 'liiirlnttc." replied Calvstc. hut ho (li()

not dlTci' liir iii- :iriii.

linth -iircrlilc--. with .-urprisc, .-lie at his coldness, he at

his own rniiliv. \\ir\ went np the hulhtw iMviiie that is called

a street ;il S.iini-N.-iZiiire. t'nllnu iii^ir the two sisters in si-

liiice. In ;iii Mi-i;i!it [\«' t; ii'l of -ixteeii saw the castle in the

iiir which her rcinjiii ir hupe- had hiiilt and furnished ci'iniihlr

into ruin-. She and ('a!v-te had so con-tantly played to-

if'tlier dnriiiLT tlieir childhood, they had heen so intimately

contiecicd. that -he iin;iL;incd her future life secure. She had

hurried on. carried away hy heedless happine^s, like a bird

rusliiiiL'' do\ui on a lield of heat; she \vn- checked in her

lliudil witiiout hein,i: ahlc lo inia,i:ino what the ohstacle

could he.

"What is tlie matter. Calyste?"" she a-ked. takinir his liand.

'Xolhini.^'" he replied, withdrawing his hand with terrihle

ha-te as he thouirht of his aunt's schemes and ^Iadem(»iselle

(le Pcn-ilordV.

Tear.- lilled Charlotte's eyes. Sjie looked at the handscjini'

youth without aninio.-ity: hut >he was to feel the lirst pan,irs

of jealou-v .ind know the dreadful raire of rivalry at the

.si^dit of the two I'ari-ian heautii's. which h'd her to buspeet

the cati-e of Calyste's coldness.

Charlotte de KerL'^aroui't was of middle lieiL'ht : she had

rustic, ro.-y cheeks, a round face with wide-awake hlack eyes

that all'ecti'd intelliirence. a <puintity of hrown hair, a round

wai>t. Hal hack, and thin arm-, and the crisp, decided tone

<i{ speech adopted hy country-hred <rirls who do not wish to

jcem sinipletons. She was the spoilt ch.ild of the family in

conse(|nenci' of liec aunt's preference for her. At this mo-

ment >lie was wi-arinj: the plaid tweed cloak lined with (xreen

-ilk that she ha<l put on for the passatre in the steamboat.

Her travcliuLT p'wn of cheap stuff, with a chaste trathereil

hoilv and a finely pleated collar, would presently strike her as

hcinu' hideous in roiiipari-oii witli the fn-h niornimr dross

worn hy I)eatri.\ anil Camille. She would be painfully ecu-
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M idiis of st(K'kin;.'s s^oilcil mi thr m. ks aiii! iln' liu:its >li(' lia-I

jiiiiijird inio, of old Irathe:' ,-!io,-. cliu-rii i-|h'(iall\ that then'

lliiL,llt i'C lliilllillL: ;:(mm1 |o -[mil oil the jounU'V. as is the

i[i,ii!iirr and cUi-loiii of [iro\iiicial folk.

.\-. to till" \'ii()iiitf>-c di' KiTu:aroiiri, .-he was tvpii'allv

pr"\iMiiaL 'I'all. Iimii, fadi'd. full of (-ivcrt |)rclfiiiioii>ii('-,-

u'.iili oidv >lioucd \\\u\\ il \va> wciuiiiliij. a ^.Tcat lalkrr. and
i.v dim <<( talk picking'- Uj) a U-w uk a- a^ a lii!liard-iMa\cr

!ii;;!-,r,- a cannon, which c-^vc lur a rc|)Utation for hrilliaiicy;

n\ in:: to -nut) l'ari-ian~ hy a di-|>la_v of liiunl couiiirv >hrcwd-

II.--. ;ind an a>.-uni]itioii of pcrficl conli ni iiiciii con-iani!v

j..ir,idcd ; .-toopin;! in the liojn' of licinir picked up and fiiri-

(i;- at lit'in,i( left on her knee-; fl-hiii;.' foi- cimipliiMcnis, as

iiic |;n^li^Il havi- it, and not aiway- calchinu' thcin; di'c.->-

!!:_ Ml a style at oiu-c i'\a;:.L:'c rated and slatternly; fancying

li.ii a lack of politeness was lofty iniperiiiieiice. and that

she cell Id distress jieopie ".M'l'atly hy paying' tliein no attention ;

n ;'ii-ii!,ir thin^rs she wi.-hed ft)r to ha\e iheiii otlVred a second

liihe and pressed on her beyond rea-on ; her Inad full of e\-

li.'iei suhjecls, and nnu-h astonished to iind herself hehind

ti.e times; finally, hardly able to abstain for one hour from

dr.ijuin;: in Xantes. and the small lions of Xaiitcs, and ilie

i.'e--ip of the upper ten of Xantes; eoiiiplaiiiint: of Xanies
.ill'! cril ieisiii!,' Xantes. ami then repirdinu' as a p^'ivoiial af-

frein the conciirrenee extorted from the j)oliteness of those

v.!;.i rashly a^M-eed with all she said.

Ibr manners, her speech, and her ideas had to some extent
pii' lied otr on her four dau.t,di1ers.

To meet Caniille Maupin and Madame de I?ocheflde I

Ik re was fame for the future, and matter for a hundred
I "n\er,-alioii- 1 She marched on the ehunli as if to take ii

!'. -luriii. tlouri-hin^^ her handkerchief, wh' -li s!ie unfohkil
'' -!mav ihe corners poink'rously embroidered at home, and
HiMiined with worn-out lace. She had a rather stalwart LMit.

ui'ieh did not matter in a woman i-: se, n-and-fortv.

""Monsieur le Chevalier," said she. and she pointed to Ca-
^-'e. who was following sulkily enough with Charlotte, "hui
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informed us of your aniial-li' oirir: Iml my sister, my daiifrli-

ter, mid I fear we shall iiuoiiMimdi' ymi."

"Not I,si.-ter: 1 siiall iml iiieoiiMiiiriice these hidiosi," saiil

the ohl maid sliarply. "I can .-iiieiy tind a hor^e in Saiiit-

Nazaire to carry me liome."

Camilh' ami Beatrix e.\iliaiiL''ed ^ideloti;: look- whieh Ci-

Ivsto noted, and tliat jrlaner ua- enoiii.di to atiniliiiate every

memory of his youtii, ail liis iniirf in the i\eri:aroui''t-l'en-

Hoeis. and to wreck for ever tlie sihemes laid by the i\\>>

families.

"Five ean .«it quite easily in iln' earria^re." replied Maile-

moisielle des Touches, on whom .iacciueline had turned her

back. "Kven if we were liorriMy M|uei '"d, which is imixis-

sihle, as you are all so ^li<,dit. I >hould 1 amply compensated

by the pleasure of doin^r a r-crvic to friends of ('alyste">.

Your juaid, madame, will lind a >cat ; ami your Inindles, if

you have any, can be put in the nimble; 1 have no servant

'A'itli me."

The Viscountess was |irofii-cly f^rateful, and blamed her

sister Jacqueline, who had lieen in such a hurry for her niece

that she would not jrive her time to travel by land in their

carriage; to be sure, the ]>ost road was not only longer, but

expensive; she must return immediately to Names, where

she had left three more little kittens eager to have her l)aek

again—and she stroked her daughter's chin. iWit Charlotte

})Ut on a little victimized air as she looked uj) at her mother,

which made it seem likely that the \'iscountess bored her

four daughters most consumedly by trotting them out as

persistently as, in Tristram ShdnJy. Corporal Trim puts his

cap on.

"You are a happy mother, and you must- " Camille

began; but she broke otf. rememijering that lieatri.x must

have deserted her boy to follow Coiiti.

"Oh!" said tlie Viscountess, "though it is my misfortune

to spend mv life in the country and at Nantes. 1 have lb''

comfort of knowing that my children adore me. Have you

any children?" she asked Camille.
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'H .ini Mii(l('iiu>i.-(1I( lie- 'I'diK he-," nplicd r'aniiHe. "Mad-

: i:,. I- ihf Munillix' Ic Kocllcliili'."

'•Then you Jirc to Im' |iiliril for not knowing the greatest

',,i:.[iiiii'-s \vc |iniir iiii-rc wnnii'H can !ia\t'. I,« it not so, inail-

; '! .
:" -aid she !<• liic .Manjui.-i'. to nTiifdy her bhiiuier. "But

-
: \\i\\v many < onijicnsations."

A lit)t trar \\ lied no in Hi'atrix's tycs; slic tiirnf(l hastily

. .ly .iiid wen' to tile (lnni>y paraiict at the vd'^v of tlic rock,

V. 'iiilicr ( 'aly.-to fnlloufd licr.

M.idanic,'" said Cainillc in a low voire to ^Iadanu' dv. Ker-

.iii'iut. "do you not know tiiat tli' ^Iar<|uis(' is st'[)arated

fi'iii hrr husband, that she has not seen her son for two
• ir-. and dfic- iint know whm they may lufct again?"

I>«;iil" cried Madami' de Ker^'arouet. "IVHir lady! Is

i; a judicial separation ?"

"Nil. inciimpatahility," said Cannllo.
•| ran ([uite understand that,"' rejilied the Viscountess, un-

i:,,i;nii'd.

<t!d .Mademoiselle de Pen-lloc-l had entrenched herself a

;'• u \ard- oil' with her dear Charlotte. Calyste, after assur-

!ii_- liim-elf that no one eould see them, took the Marquise':^

!i:iiid and kissed it, leaving a tear on it. Jieatri.x turned on

!i!!ii. her iye> dried hy anger; .^ome cruel word was on her

i"ii::iie, hut >\\i> could ^ay nothing as >he saw the tears on the

i"autiful face of the angelic youth, as deeply moved as she

"liiMid heavens, CVvstel" saiil Camille, in a whisper, as

lie njuined them with Madame de linchelide, "you will have

Hi '! fur a mother-in-law, and tliat little gahy for your wife."

Itccaiise her aunt is rich." addeil Calyste, sarcastically.

Til'' whole party now moved towards the inn, and the Vis-

i'mujiIos thought it ineund)ent on her to make some satirical

n'Mark< to Camille on the savages of Saint-Xazaire.

i love I)rittany, madame," replied Felieite, gravely. "1

\^:i- i.urn at (iuerande."

Calyste could not help admiring Mademoiselle des Touches,

h;". Iiv the tones uf her voice, her steady gaze, and placid

>f
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It llltil ;il lii- (M-i\ lint \vilh-t:lIli1il)L' till' t'Tl'l

.til' it.l!- ( r ;l (• -1. iir t!i;il li;iil l.ik'ii pl.iii' l,i-t iii,Ljlit. Still,

-111' liinlsi il I iri i)
1

-|.pt ; I'l'V li.ii',r,l

Ih- r t'i;itiifr- iii'tra\»'il ihiit -ln' had

[\\>' iiih-nia I -t.

lIlicl.iiiiMl. Iiut llir I'dfi'luMil .-ll|i[)fi— ( (

Ihrill \v II II i-i'lfiit |c-- ( aliii

'•\\ l:.:t iniK'ii-
!'

iml ( 'ai'iillf, ii~ he

he 111 ( liarliiiif. |M)iiiiiii;: id r.t'Mtr i\

a\i' I 111- i;ii'l 111- irni. to Mailt'ii lull-

(Ic P. Il-ih M'cal -ati-l'a<tiMti.

\\ lia! th'tinii Ma- llii.- nl' Miur Hint her'-.'" ^aiil ihc oM hulv,

I-al-( jniiii: a N'aii ai'iu In Iut iiii'ci'. "to tliruw ii-; in

ii

to til

iii|iaiiv ot ihi- w rctclii'il umnaii r

•Ol lint 1 a wnriiaii who i- tin' islnrv <>l llnttaiiv.

'I'lii- (lis'M-a'c, child I— I>o uiit let nic m'I' voii t(jo crm.L'ini,'

to lirr.

'.Madriiioi.-fllc, charlotte i.> riirlit," saij c'alvstc; "voii an

ha- hi'uitrlifd vou rt'tortftl .Madi'inoix'llc di

iinjii-t.

••Oh. <lu

f'.Il-iln,!.

"I ha\c the same ri'ii'iid-hi|) fur her that I have for you,'

^•aid Caly-li'.

In (liu'nics tiikcn to Iviiiir!'"" said th•II oW HillL' liavi' I he I

13

old witiiiaii.

'.Nltlcr t he I'di-IIoi'ls took to hcinir (leaf." retorted Calvsti

liL'lil.

itlri \Mii .iri- not m love with her.-' asked llie aunt, cut, di

i was. liul 1 am no loiiL'or." ho replied.

hen « hv have vou iriveii u- >o nmeli nnxietv

I kiicw ll'at love was Inil a follv; onlv niarriai^e is to he re-

lied on. aid -\ir. tool ;in''- at Charlotti

CharJoiii'. yuiiicwhat rea->ur(.Ml. hoped to reeoni|iier her ad

xanta.uc? !'i an appeal to th" ineniories of their ehiiilhood. and

eluiiLT to <'al\-'i'- arm: hut ]\<' \owed to hiiii-i

would (ollie to

"Oh, what r

that h

ear uiidi r-iaiidiiiLr wMtli the little heiros>

he we will have, Calvste,'lllloii-; gallic- oi liHlIK

lid she, •"and w h.it eapilal tim

'he tifir-es wcfi' nut I n: ('amille niadi' the Viseountos:?

and Ciuirlutte take the he:rl ;euts, fur Jactpicliuo had disap-
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j„.ii>.i lln'ii -li'' iirnl ill'' Manjiii-r ^,it with tlx'ir li.irk- l>>

, !,,. -,-. ( alv-Ii'. fun-.tl t.i -i\.' \i|i ilif |il<-a-iirf in- liail

:. ~.il hnii-i'lf. nnic r.i tlir -i<!i' "f lli'' rnni.i;:.' ; .im! lit.'

i,.,i>i-. .ill (irnl. w.'iit -Krwiy fiiiiii-!i '" all .w nl' in- ;.'-:i/i!i_' in

!'• ,itri\.

||;-tcrv liiis Is-'iit iiM r.ioi-'l <'\' llii' >i!i;.Milar ('i)\fi-.iliiiii nf

, i'..iir ["r-'iii-. .1 -I raiiL'i'lv ilirnuii tnuvtliiT l.v ilianir

. .,1-nairr fur it is iiii|)ii--ililr to actcpi il>' !i;in.lriii

:!i'iliiiiL' MT^idii.- uliich \\iv>' riiiTfiit al Naiiw- a> tn

-I. in.-, till' ivjinrtic-. ami thf wiiliii-in- ulihli Mailaiif

.: ivTL'arnui't luai'd I'i'niii Camilif .Maii|iiii Inmo'ij. She

;
,.',

i_r 1 ,;in. ii(,t to ri']icat. luir rvrii iiinlcr-taiiil. tli<' ri'pliis

lii.idt' l\ MaiKiiKiiM-llr (].> '|'<m;, lio \n all li' r ri'li. uImii, iii-

i,iiirifs- .-'icli as wrllfi's >n nfirii hear, all'! I'V \iliiili tln-y

;iv iiiadi' tn [lay dearly f'U' their i'ew joy-.

||"U .ill vnii write your iiook-'r"' ii.-ked Madain'' de K^r-

^.irnllet.

• Wliv. JM-t as ynii do your needlework," .-aid Cauiille. "your

I! ,i"_'. or ero>>->titeh."'

\iid wiiere did you lind all those deep ..h-ervatioiis and

,i!! i.u livi- ]iieture> ?""

••Where vou lind all the clever thiiii:- vou ^av. niadaine.

—

Xi.ttiiii" is ea.-U'r than wiitiULT. and it you cIiom

-Ah. it all lie- in the ehoo-ini:? I >i;oidd never liavo

ij,,„im|i, |i ;—And whii-h of your worlds do yii your-elf pre-

II 1:- dillieult to have anV preference fi.r ihe-e little kit-

"Vou are surfeited with coinpliineiits ; it is iiiipo>sihlc to

^.lv anythiiiir new."'

••r.riieve inc. inadaine. I appreciate the form you ^dve to

_\.'iir-."'

The \'iscouiito.-s. anxious not to >ec!ii ne;.dectful of tho

Manjuise, -aid. lookin.LT archly at her:

•I ^llall never for^vt thi- drivi'. Mttini: betWLvn wit aud

li'aiity."

riic Marquise laught'd.
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m.'. uuulum-r said >hc. "Tr is not in natun
"• nnticcl 111 tlif company of ^'enius, and I

llUfll.

"Vou flatttT

that wit slioul 1

have not yet said

Charlotf. k(vnly alive to Iht niotluT.s absurdity, looI<...l
at her liopni- to c-iK..k Ikt: but tb.. \-isc.,unte>s ;till vdi-
antiy sbouv.l li.^bt a-ainst tbr two ia.i-bin^^ I'arisian hvdu-
(alyst.., trntt...,' at an ea>y pa.v by tb. .arria.... cuubl nnlv
so," tin. tun w„ni..n on tb. ba.k s..at. and Ins ovos fd! on tb<.m
alt.rnat..ly. brtrayin^^ a veiy mdancbolv n,ood. J{6atrix
M^K. could no, b.!p b,.,n. ...„. p,.,..„„,„-|y avoided looking
at the youtb: w,tb a piaeniity that is .nad.Ienin- to a bner
she sat w>th b.T bands folded over her crossed sbaw] and"seemed lost in dee], meditation.

'

At a spot where ,be road ,s >ba.led and as n.oist and .^^,,1,
as a eool forest pati). where the wb....!s of the earria^^e were
scareely atuhble. and ,l,e uu.d bn,„,,|„ , ,,,„,„,. ,,-";, ""^^

i.i.ne re,„arked„n tbe beauty of ,be plaee. at.d, leanin"^ herHand on lWt-,xs kuee. .be ponaed ,o Calv.te atul saMhow well h,. ride.-:""

'^C'alyster"- said Madame de K..t-arouet. "He is a eapitalhorseman. '^••iniai

"Oh, Calyste is so nice !"
.siid Cliarlr^tte

"There are so mat.v Kn.di.-lunen jn-t like him -""repliedthe Manpnse. ntditlVrently. w„bout finisbin, be,- ...ntLe
il.s tnotber ,s n.b-a„ <>-Bne„.- .,id ( 'baHoue, i".'

t

in^' personally attacked.

Camille and the Manpn.e drove into (;„,-.,,,„de wuh theX.eomfesse de Ker,.,rou.:, ami ber dau.bier. ,„ ,1 ,, t ,tontshtnen, of the ^apin.^ ,o.v„sp,.op!e
: tb..- left their tr'vobn^' eo.upanions at the eorner of tbe Ihtle' i;,„. ,lu (luetiiewhere there was .omethin. very like a erowd, ("alv.t' 'ulndden o,Uoanm.u,,ee to his mother the arrival ..f the .a

^r^nn; f::;i;':U:k"""-
''- -' -- ^- ^'-'^^

I be Chevalier went back to dv.. the ladies hj. arm- ho

but -be hnnly ke,., |,„,. ,,,,,- l„!.l,d. and i.e U^oirdit her invain w,th eyes sparklin^r fbroud, wasted fars.

.ll.J
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"Von little goose!" said Caniilli' in liis ear, with a light,

fririiilly ki>> on it.

••'I'nu' enough I"' said Calyste to himself as tlie carriage

tiirniMl. "1 t'orgct my motluT's counsels— i)Ut 1 believe I

always ^^hall forget them.""

Mademoiselle de ren-lloel. who arrived valiantly inounted

,.u a hired nag, Madame de Kergaroui't. and Charlotte fonnd

•lie tahle laid, and were eordiaily, if not luxuriously, received

|.v the du (iuenics. Old Zephirine had sent for certain 'bottles

if tine wine from the de])tlis of the cellar, and Mariotte had

~ur[iassed herself in Breton dishes. The Viscountess, de-

lighted to have traveled with the famous Camille .Maupin,

tried to c.\i)atiate on modern literature, and the place held

ill ii hy Camille; hut as it had been witli the game of whist,

>n it was with literary matters; neither the du Guenics, nor

;iie Cure, who looked in. nor the Clu'valier du llalga, under-

wood anything about them. The Al)be and the old naval o£-

firer sipped the litjueurs at dessert.

As soon as Mariotte, helped by Gasselin and by Madame

(Ir Kergarouet's maid, had elea- ' the table, ther(> wa.s an

entliusiastic clamor for munchc. ->y prevailed. Kverybody

Ixlieved Calyste to be free, and saw him niii-ried ere long

to little Charlotte. Calyste sat silent. For the first time in

his life he was making eompari.sons iietween the Kergarouets

and the two elegant and clever women, full of taste, who, at

this verv moment, were pmbalily laughing at the two proviu-

< ials, if he might judge from the first glances they had e.\-

( hanged. Fanny, knowing Calyste's secret, noticed his de-

jection. Charlotte's coquetting and her mother's attacks had

!io effect on him. Her dear boy was evidtmtly bored; his

!"idv was in this room, where of yore he could have been

atniised by the absurdities of moiichr, but his spirit was wan-

dering niund les Touches.

"How can I send him off to Camille's?" thonght the

mother, who loved him and wlio was bored because he was

bored. Her affection lent her invimtiveness

"Vou are dying to be of! to les Touches to see her?" she

whirijered to Calyste.

a :

ii
1

i

i^v
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devoted nidt

lincfiin
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r w.ii ii smile aTid a })lu>li that thrilled tl

HT
iidanie

to hiT heart's vrrv (

ai<l >Iie to the \'is

lis

•ore

fort

to start verv eai

coinitess, "you will he very
il'l.' tn-,iiorro\v in the earria-e ehaise. and ohli^r,.;]

ly 111 the initrniii!.'. Would it net he I

if you were tn have ."\Iadrinnis,.ne drs '{'oiidies' carriage'
(Jo ov..r. Caly.-ir." >aid >he. turniii- to iirr son. '"and arran-e
the matter at les 'I'oik hes : hut eoine haek (juiel^lv."

"It will not take t.n minntrs," eried Calvste, ^nving ]v^
inotiier a Nuld hug out on the >t.-ps. whitiier she follouvdiiiin.

('aiyste Hew with tlio .-pivd ..f a fawn, and was in the eii-
tranee jiall of Irs Touehe- ju>l as Camilk' and Beatrix came
out oi the (l.nin-ronni after dinner. He iiad tiie wit to offer
nis arm to Felieite.

"Vou have doerled the Viseonntess and her dau-Jiter for
"s." sai.l .she. pressing his arm. -We are aiile to appreciate
the extent of the ,-aerifiee.""

"Are these Kergaroni'ts related to the I'orieiidueres and
old Admiral .le Ker-aroni^t. who>e widnw married Charles d.'
\andeuessc?" Madame^ de l.'oehelide a^ked Camille.

".Mademoi-^elie Charlotte i> the .\(lmirars vrandniece" re-
plied Camille.

'

"She i.s a eharmiiii: yonng per>on." said Beatrix, seating
herself m a Cothie armchair; -the v.^rv thimr for .Monsieur
du Guenic."

"That marriage shall never he!" cried Camille. vehemently.
Calyste. ov( rwhelmed hy the cold indifrereiice of the Mar-

qui.«e. who spoke of the little eountrv -irl a> the ,mlv creature
for whom he was a match, sat speechless an.l hewildered
"And why m.t. Camille r" said Madame de Rodiefide.
-.My dear." >aid Camille. seeing Calvste's dopair. "I did

not advise Conii to get married, and I helieve 1 was delightful
to hiin^yoii are ungenerous."

iieatrix looked ai her with surprise mingled with indefin-
ahle ,-u-piciuns. Calyste almost und(>rstood Camille'y self-
innno!ati.,n as he saw the pale Hush rise in her cheeks, which,m hrr. I,et rayed ih.. most violent emotions: he went up to

^^fPf^amams^^¥iBBi>'>'^.'''mm
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lur iiwkwnnlly ciioiiL'li. t<Mik h.T Imnd. and ki><o(l it. Ca-

inil'r -at down to the juano witli an <'asy air, as if otiually

f-uiv of licT frifud and i<{ \\\o lover .-he had elainicd, turninj,'

I;, r I'lick u|M>n tlirin. and Icavin.ix thcni to cac-li otluT. She im-

piMvi^i'd .-oiiic variation^ <.n aiiv. uncoii-eionsly su,i:<:«'sti'(l by

i|, :• ilinn.iiiil.-. for tlicy wvw all di'fjily sad. Tlif Marquise

.;j,|„;nv(l !o ]), lislciiin,!:; but >lu' was watdiii-.L' Calyste, who

•A,i- t(,o \oiiii,Lr a.nd loo ^Miilclcss to ]»lay tlic part sujzfrested

\n liini l.y Caniillc. and sat lost in trsta^^y before his real idol.

\i I he end of an lu.ur, during which Mademoiselle des

Tuiirii,- pivc herself up to her jealous feelings, Beatrix went

in l^r room.

( aniille at once k'd Calyste into Iht own room, so as not

In l,r overheard, for women have an admirable sense of dis-

••My child." sai<l she, "you mu-t pretend to love me or you

;:iv lost. You are a perfect child; you know nothing about

wniiu-n. von know only how to love. To love and to be loved

v.vr tv.'> verv ditHTent things. You are rushing into terrible

Mill'eriiig. I want you to be liappy. If you provoke Beatrix,

ii,.t in her pride, hut in her obstinacy, she is capable of

;'.ii!u' olf to join Conti at a few leagues from Paris. Then

u!:;it wt>uld become of you?"*

"1 sliould love her" replied Calyste.

••^^lu woidd not see her again."

"Oh. yes, I shovdd," said he.

"I'ray how?"
"I shouhl follow her."

••P)Ul you are as poor as Job, my dear cliild I"

"My fatluT, Casselin, and I lived in la Vendee for tiiree

• iionths on a hundred and fifty francs, marching day and

ni-hl."

"Calyste." said Feli^'ite, "listen to me. T see you arc too

lH.!ic^t to act a part; 1 do not wish to corrupt so ])ure a na-

liiiv as vours. 1 will take it all on myself. Beatrix shall

love you."

lo

1 ¥^.1. jyjipirsJ *^

^"ItS ...':^;i'K'. :.:;;; J..:;
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said (•
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i(^ fried, cliispinj: his hands.
;nnil'(' i>ut we must uiulu tho vows pIio

had TiKidc to |),M-.rir. I will ]i,. for vou. Oidv, d
terf

o not in-
vTv 111 any wny uiili the aniiK.iis task T am al)()iit t

isc iias iiuicli aristocratic ciinnitiLr;
dcrtakc. 'I'lir .Manni
is intellectually suspicious; no liunier ever had to take

so in this case, my poor boy. the sportsi

o un-

dill

niusi I

icult Lianie
more

Ike tus (loi advice W
nan

111 you promise to obey iik

slie. naniini' ('alvi?tc'H
blindly? I will be your Fox," said
bi'st hound.

"What. then, am I to do?" replied tlie youn.i: man.
"\ cry little." said Camille. "Com here'everv dav at noon.

I. like an impati.-nt mistn-s. ,hall alwavs be at tlie window
«f the corridor that looks out on the (Jucrande road to see
you comiii':. I shall fly to my room, so as not to be scon—
not to let you know tho depth of a ].assion that is a burthen
on you; but sometimes yon will ^ee me an<l wave vour hand-
kerchief to me. Then in th.- cou,-i,ard, and as" vou come
Ufistairs. you must put on a look of some annovancc. That
will i)e no dissimulation, my child." said she." leaninj; her
head on his breast, "will it?—Do n<.t hnrrv up; look mit of
the stairca.se window on to tho <rarden to look for Beatri.\-.
When she is there—and she will l)e there, never fear— if she
sees yon. c..,,,,. <rrai,i:ht. but \..rv slowlv. to the little draw-
in^-room. and th.^nce to my roo,,,. If vou slumld see me at
th.' window sjiyin.i: your treachery, you "must start back that
I may not catch you impb-rimr a -lanee fr,,m n.'.alrix. Once
in my room you will be mv priMuier.— Ve. : uv will sit there
till four o-clo<-k. Vou nuiy spen.l the t.me in readin-r- I

will Mtioke. Vou will !,.. horribly bored i»v not seeimj^hcr,
but I will provide vou with int.'restini: book^ ¥011" have
tvad tin.bin,:: of Coor-e San.Ps; ] will send a man to-ni-rht
to b„v her works at Xant^s. and thos - of .s.une other writers
that are unknown to vou.

"I -hall !)c tlie f^r-t to have llu- room: vo„ must not put
down v.,ar book or - -mie i„to the liiH,. drawin-room till you
hear Bcatri.x in there talking tu me. Whenever you see a
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ii;ii-ii-liriok opon on tlv piano, you can a<k if you may stay.

^,iu inav 111' jiositively rutlc to iin' if you can; I give you

l,;i\v: all will 1)0 well."

"1 know. Caniillc," ^aid li<'. with (lclij:Iitf\il good faith, "that

virti lia\i'
'' rarcft aifcction for nic ; it makes mo (juito sorr}'

tiiai i V saw J'icatri.N ; hut what do you hopo for?''

•'in a wiik I^'^atrix will he crazy ahout you."'

'(iiiDil (;<.(!!" cried ho, "is that jiossilih'?" and, clasping his

!:an(l-. ho fell on his knoos hcforo I'aniillc. whi> was touched

iiiid liappy to givo him sucli joy at hor own cost.

-Li-tiii to mo." said she. "If you speak lo the .Maivjuiso

—

r;'.t merely in the way of conversation, hut if you exchango

. \. II .1 few words with her— if you allow her to »iuestion you,

if \n\\ fail in the \vonlle>s part I -et you to play, and which

IS certaiiilv easy enough, understand clearly," and she spoke

ill a .-eridus lone, "'you will lose her for o\or.
'

"1 do not ui.derstand anything of all this, C'amille," cried

(';il\~te, looking at her with adorahle guilele->ness.

••jf vol! undcr>to J, you would not he the exquisite child

ilial vou are. the nohlo, handsome Calyste," said >he, taking

i;is haiul and kissing it.

And Calyste diil what he liad never done l)eforo; he put

iiis arm round Camille and kissed her gently in the neck,

without passion, hut tenderly, as he kissed his mother. Made-

moiselle des Touches could not restrain a i)ursl of t(>ars.

"Xow 1:0. child." >aid she. "and tell your N'iseountess that

mv carriage is at hor orders."

Calyste wanted to stay, hut he was otdigod to ohey Ca-

mille"s imp<'rious and imjM'rative ge>ture. lie went home in

liiL'h spirits, for he was sure of heing loved within a week

\i\ !he iieautiful liochefide.

The moiirlie plavers found in him the Caly-to they had

I -M the-e two moiulis. Charlotte a-erihed the chanLro to her

I'Wii prosenee. Madeiiioi-elle de i*eii-lIoi'l was atfectionately

icHiiiL'. The Ahhe (Irinmnt trii-d tu read in the Hamiie-s"

I ve- the reason for the ;iliii he saw there. The Chevalier

ili; 11 a Ilia ruhhed his hands.

f (

1 *< <»>« 111 ' B*J-
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Tlu' tu-d filil iMilii]- were ;is li\cly i\< n couple of lizanl-
Tlic \ i>coiuiir-s oucil (ivc fniiics worili of jccuiiiulatcd fluc^,

Z(''I»liirinc"s avariic w;.,- >o keenly fMiicd that >lif laiiifiit.il

lior inaliility |o >,! ilic cards, and ua> sharply severe on hi ;•

sister-in-law. wlio wa> (hVtradcd froni the -anic hv ('alv.Mc"-.

p>od >pirit-. and wlio asked him a ipic.-tion now and tlicii

without iindcistandin^r his replie-.

The jjarne vM^nt on till eleven o'clock, 'i'wo plavers lai'l

retired: the Haron and du llal-a weiv a-lccp in tlicir arm-
chairs. Marioitc had maije .-r,m.. hiickulicat cnkcs ; the l>ar-

oiiess hrou.uhi out her tea-caddy: and hel'oiv the Ker^Mrouci-
left, the noble house of du (uieiiie otl'i^reil ii, -ue-ts a eol-

Jation. with I're-h hutler, I'rnit. an<l cnMin. lur which the
silver teapot was iir(.u,i,dit out. and the jjiuli.-h china tea-

service sent to the JJaroiic.-.-- hy one of her aunis. 'I'his air
of modern splendor m that aniiipie room, the ilaroiiess' e\-

• pusite <rrace. accu-tomed a.- a pioil IriMiwoman to make and
pour out tea. a ^^reat inisiiio^ with i:n,i:lidiwomen. weiv
milly deliirhtful. 'I'he ^'reate^t luxury nould not have ^dvcn
6uch a simple, unpreiendin;:. and di,i;nilied ellVci as thi.s im-
pulse of ^dad hospitality.

When there was no one left in the ro(,m luii the i'>arone>s

and her son. she looked in(piirin,:;iy at Calv-tc.

"What iiappencd this evening,' at les 'i\mche> r" .-he asked.
Calyste told her of the hope Cannlle had put into his heart

and of her strani:e in.-truclions.

"Poor woman:" cNclaiined Fanny. cla>pin.: Imt hand.s. and
for tlie first time j)ityin,L' .'\lademoif^elle do 'I'laK-hes.

Some minutes after Caly-te had left. Heatrix. who had
heard him leave the house, came into her friend's room, and
found her sunk on a sofa, her »>yes wet with tears.

'"What is tlie maiti-r. I'cliciie!-'" asked the Marquise.
"That I am forlv and in love, my dear I" -aid .Mademoiselle

de- T Miches, in a u-ne of t'^rriide fury. Ik r c\,- suddeidy dry
and hard. "If oidy you couhl know. r..'airi\, how t'tmiv

tear.- ! ^Iicd daily over the loA davs of my vouth I To
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)i,- Invrd out nf pity, to know that oncV pittance of happi-

II." i- ciinicd hy jiaiiiful toil. !iy catlikf trick?, by snares

!,i!.! I'nr the innoctiicc and virtue of a mere boy—is not

tli'if -.haiuefiil ? Happily, we limi a >()rt of absolution in

li,.- Jiitiiiitiiilc of jtassioii, in llif cncrj.'y of happiness, in the

,, !t;i:iiiv of licinjr for ever supreme ai)ove other women in

,1 i.niiu heart, on which our name is jrravm by unforgettable

i,'.,i- Mv ami insane self-sacriflee. Yes. if he a.-ked it of me,

I
V...11M throw my>elf into the sea at his least si;.'nal. Some-

i;ii;(~ I caiili my-clf wishing' that he would desire it; it

\>Mi;!,l lif a sacrifice, and not suicide.

••(ihl I'eatrix, in comin.i: here you set me a cruel task!

I kiinw how dillicult it is to triuiuph against you; but you

],<:, Cniiti. vou are iiohle and jreiierous, and you will not

ilri.i\c iiic; on the cnntrary. you will help me to preserve

i:iv ('a!v~;c. 1 was prepared for the impression you w(jul(l

ival-.r (111 him, iiiit I have not been so foolish as to seem jeal-

Mii-: that would luit add fuel to the fire. On the contrary,

1 .iniiHimccd your arrival, depicting you in such bright colors

ihat you could never com(> up to the portrait, and unluckily

y.iu arc handsomer than ever.''

This vehement lamiMit, in which truth an<l untruth were

iniiiu^lcd. comjiletely deceived Madame de Kochefide. Claude

\ i;_'iinu had told Conli bis reasons for K'aving: Reatri.x was,

cf (iiur-c. informed, so >\iv showed maLrnanimity i)y behaving

cnldiv to ('al\ste: but at this in.-tant tlicre awoke in her that

thrill of jov which every woman feels at the bottom of her

hi art on hearing that she is loved. The love she inspires in

any man implies an unfeigiii'd llattery which it is impossible

t'.it to appreciate; but when the man belongs to anotlier

UMVian. his homage gives more than .joy. it is heavenly bliss.

l'".iiri\ sat down liy her fricinl, and was full of little coa.xing

'Aa\ -.

"^"ou have not a white hair." said she; "you have not a

V, riiTklc; your temples are smooth srill. while 1 know many a

V. 'iian of thirty obli<:cd to cover her-. I.odk. my dear." she

aiiilcd. raising her curls, "what my journey cost me."
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She showed the fiiintest iiiicker that nifTled the surface of

her exquisite si\in : she turned tij) her >lievc iiiid disphived the

•iiifiie wrinkles (HI Iht wrists, where the traiisjuireiit texture al-

ready showed h'lie-. and a network of swolh'n veins, and thnr
dii|> inark^ iiiadc a liracelet of furrows.

"Are not thcM' the two sj)ots wliieli can tell no lies, as u

writer, invi-ti.^'aiin,:^- our miseries, has saiil? We nuist sutTer

much hefoi'e we sir the trutii of his ti'rriltle shrewdness; but,

ha|i|iil\ for U-. nio~t lucn know nothing about it, and do not

read that atrorious writer."'

'•^'our It'iicr told nil' all."" rijilird Cainille. "Happiness is

nut fatuou: ; vou boa-ti'd too nnich of yours. In love, truth i-

d«af. duinl), and i)lind. .Viid I. knowinir you had reasons for

throwin<,' over Conli. dreaded your visit here. ^ly dear, Ca-

lyste is an an.irel ; lie is as <rood as he is handsome; the poor

innocent will not resist one look from you, he admires you too

much not to love on tln^ siiial!e>t encourajrement ; vour disdain

will preserve him to me. I confess it with the cowardice of

true passi((n: If yoii take him fn'in me, you kill me. Adolphr,
that terrilde i»ook by i>eiijamin Constant, has told us of

Adolphe's sulfcrini:-; l)Ut what (d' the woman's, heh? He did

not study them eiiouirh to depict them, and what woman
would dare reveal them? They wcjiild discredit our sex,

humiliate our virtues, add to our vices. .Ah! if I mav
measure them iiy my fears, these tortures are like the torments
of hell. H\it if he deserts i le. my determination is fixed."

"And what have you determined?"' asked JJeatrix, with an
eagerness that was a shock to Camillc.

On this the two friends looked at each other with the keen-
ness of two VeneHan iiKpii^ilors of State, a swift glance, in

which their souls met and struck fire like two flints. The
Marquise's eyes fell.

"Ik-sides man there is only God!" said the fai.mus woiuan
::ravely. "(iod is the unknown. I should cast nivself into it

as into a giilf. Caly.^e has just sworn that he admires you
onlv as he might admire a picture; but yon are ei^dit-and-

twciiiy, and in all the s]ilendur of your beauty. So the strug-

irs*"!^:i^#4[*i^ 'hG^'-«9f^.i''4^f!l>>{ .-!h:ri!'?!smm?f»smBSi!PmT;:TTy^-fm
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t:'i' lictwcfn him and iiic has bogun by a falriehooJ. Happily

i ;, iiuw h"\v to win."

•Ami liuw is tliat?"

•That, tiiy tli-ar, is my scorot. Leavo me the advantages of

iii-, ,iL'f. Tlioiigh Claude Vignon has ca.^t me into the abyss

—

:
••. u'icii I had raised myself to a spot whieh I believed to be

M,irri--il)l(— I may at least pluck the pale blossom?*, etiolated

i' ,! (irliiidus. which grow at the foot of the precipice."

.Madame de Koehefide was moulded like wax by Mademoi-
-. 'li- (lis Touches, who reveled in savage pleasure as she in-

\'!\. d her in her meshes. t'amille sent her to bed, nettled

uiili curiosity, tossed between jealousy atid generosity, but
.. II !Mi!y thinking much about the handsome youth.

••Siie would lie delighted if she could betray me," said

tiinil!'' to hersi'lf, as they kissed and <aid good-night.

Tiicii, when she was alone, tlie author nuide way for the

.'.man—she melted into tears; she tilled her hookah with
;ii(() (lipped in opium, and spent the greater part of the

ill >iii()king. and thus numl)ing the tortures of her love,

!c .-eeing, through the clouds of smoke, Calyste's charming

"Wliat a fine book might be written containing the story of

my sorrows I" said she to herself; "but it has been done. Sap-
pho lived before me. Sappho was young! A touching and
i'Acly heroine indeed is a woman of forty I Smoke your

hookah, my poor Camille, you have not even the privilege of

making a poem out of your woes; tliis crowns them all
!"'

She did not go to bed till daybreak, mingling tears, spasms
'i' rage, and magnanimous re-olutions in the long meditation

u'urein she sometimes considered the mysteries of the Catho-

li'' religion, of which she had never thought in the course of
'

• r reckless life as an artist ami an unbelieving writer.

\c.\t day, C'alyste, advised by his motlier to act exactly on
' iniille's instruction>. came at noon and stole mysteri(tusly up
' Mademoiselle des Touches' room, where he found plenty of

ii'iiks. I'V'licite >at in an armchair hy the window, smoking,

and gazing aliernalely at the wild marsh landscape, at the sea.

If

Si.
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and at CalvPto, with wlnnii slic rxclmni'cd n few wnnlr* mn-
(•(rnin'' H('iitri\. At ii (crtJiin iiiniin'ti:, sccin;,' tlic .M.ini IIH

walking,' in tlic lmviIch, >Iu' uciit to tlif wimluw to iiiit'a>tiii iIh-

r friciKl »li(iiil(l ~ci' lur. and drew llioin tncurtains, >o tli;

«!iut out till' lii:lit, Icavinj.' niilv a strij) tliat f'll on C'al};.tc".s

book.

| sliiill a-k vou to .-tav to diniirr t iw cvcninLr. rnv chii

said >\u\ UiiiiMiii:

H('at

how d

lii- hair, "and M^n inn-! rct"u-c okin;: at

ri\ : \ou will navi' no di Hi. nil V m inakiii'' Iut niuUTsIai 111

At

rcpiv vol! rc^Tct liciii;.' unaliic to rfinMin JitTi'.

iliout four o'cliM-k Ciuiiillf Kt't him and wmi to phiv (

dnadful farce of iicr fa!-c ha|)i>i!i(ss to the Maniuisc, \vl lolii

al\ -tc tiien eaiiK'she iiron;rhl hack to tiic di'auin;.'-rooni.

out of tlic adjoiniiiL'' room: nt tliat moniciit lie felt the shame

of his position. The jnek lie <:ave Beatrix. tliouLdi watched for

hy Felicite, was e\en more cxjircssive than she had expected.

Heatri.x w IS Ik autifiillv dre--ed

•H ow eleirant voii are. mv >weellieart I"" said Camille, wl en

Calvstc had left.

flu'S. fi ideJ.e niaiKeuvres went on tor six days : tliey were .socom

without Caly^te's knowledge. \<y the nio>t in,L''inioiis conversa-

tions hetween Camille and her friend. There was between the

two women a duel without t rnce. i n wl iich tiie weapons were

cunniiiL', feint>. p'lienoity. false (onfe>-ion-, nstute confi-

dences, in which one hid her love and the etlier stripj)ed hers

hare, while nevertheles.- the iron sharimcs-;, red hot with Ca-

milie's treacherous w ord-;. pierced her friend's heart to th

core implantinj: some of those evil feeliru V. Illch sroo(

women find it so hard to suppress. Beatrix in the end took of-

fence at the sus|iicions hetrayed liy Camille : she ihouirht them

dishonoring to hoth alike: she was delijrhted to discover in the

rreat authore-- the weakness of her .se.x. and loUL'ed for the

pleasure of showin_'' her where her superii^rity ended, how she

rniirht he humiliated.

"Well, mv dear, what are vou iroinir to I'll him to-day?" she

asked, with a spiteful udance at her friend, when tlie imairi-

narv lover asked leave to remain. "On .Mondav we had some-

•.«BiarAjf-iLr~n^PTiMB«'c 'im.-sw "W-^T^IFfliZ- Ct^-.
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• hin- to talk over; on Tuc-.1;iv voii liiul too poor : dinner; on

\\. liiicxlav you wiTc afrai-i nl" aiinoyinp tin' Haroncss
;
on

ThiiiMlavwo were jToiii;.' o-it lup'thtT; .\<stiT<lay vou bid him

1-1,
\,"

a:- soon as he o|ifiu'il his iiimitli. Now, I want hiiii

I,, .-i.iv t"-(i.- , I»oor t)oy I"

•.\iivai!v. my ilcar!" siiil Caiiiille, willi hitinp irony.

1',. .llrix cnhiicd.

•
l"!,. a >tay, Monsieur du (iuenie," -aid ^Fadi luoiM^He des

T,,iiriirs. a-.-uiiiiii'.' a queenly air, as tl)i'ii;,di slie wiTo nettled.

i;/atii.\ turned eold and iiard; siie vas eni-hin_', satirical,

.iud mtobralde to ('aiy>le. v. ii<'iH Kulieite >• .it ul! to play

iiinnrhv V illl Ma<lenioiselle de Ker^MFOui't.

••fhat ^'irl is not danLr<Tou> !" said I'.ralrix, sinilinj^.

\ uiiiiu' men in love are like starvin:' piMjile, the cook's prepa-

r.iiiuiis ilo not ^ali^^y ihiiii : tli. y tliiii.^ loo inueli of the emi to

uiid'T-tand the mean-. A- he tunu't. from les Tovieiies to

(.luiaiidc. Caly.-teV mind was full ..f Healnx: he did not

l.M.pw what drrp feminine >..ill i-"e!:eite \va- employing' to pro-

iiiMif hir. interi'st.—-to iiM" a eaut phrase. In the course of

this wrek the Manpii^e liatl urit:rn hut one letter to Conti, a

.Miijilom of inditferencf which liad not es(api'<l Caniille.

Cah-tr's whole life was eoneeiitraled in ihe short moments

whrn hesaw I?eatri.\ ; tiiis drop of water, far from (juenelunj,'

!ii> thirst, onlv ineiva-cd it. Tho mairi'' words, "You shall l)e

!.,\cd."" spoken hy ('ami!h> and endor-.d hy his mother, were

the talisman hv which he cheeked the tire of his j)assion. He

iri.'.l to kill time; he could not si. .•p. and cheated his sleepless-

iK—- in- readin;:. hrin>:in.ir home a i)arrowd()ad of hooks every

. v.niiis:. as Mariotte expr.'-.-ed it. His aunt eur.-ed Made-

inuiMHc d.'s Touches; l.ut the I'.aroness, who had often p)ne

lip to Inr .-on".- room on Mcim: a lipht tlu-re, knew the secret

..t" hi> wakefulness. 'I'lioULdi Fanny had never ,i:ot h^yond her

t iiiiditv as an iirnorant unrl. and love's Ijooks liad remaiis 1

(loMii to h. r. her motherly tendrrnc.-s iruided her to certain

I'ntinii-: still, the aliv^>c~ ..f the sentiment were dark to her

uiid iiid.lcn hv cloud>. and she was very much alarmed at the

I!

If

'^
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ptntc in whiili slio ?;\w Ikt sdii. tiTrifvin<r hor^olf nvor tlip ono
iili>.irl.iii;,' and iiirMrn]uvli(.n>ivc dpsirc that was consMniiiij;

liitn.

Calystc had, in fact. Imt ono idea ; the ima;;o of i{('>afrix was
alwavs licfori- liiin. I)nrin;: the evening', over llu> fards, liis

nliscncf of mind wa-i iii\.' iiis father's shimhrr-. Kirnlin^' hiiti

so uiilil<c what \\v ha<I Imtm when he had h.'licvcd h:iii.>rlf

lovi.' with Camiih'. iiis ninlJKr rcco^'nizcd with a sort of tci-

ror the svnipitotns of a ^'inline j)a>sion. a tiiiii;,' altoj^cthiT un-
known in the old family iiomc. I"f\cri.-.h irritai)ilitv and con-
stant dreaming' made Calvstc >tuiiid. He wouhl often sit for

lorninff she

o give uj)

III

now rs <:a>;in;.' at one li;:nre in the tapotry. 'I'hat n
had advi^ed iiini to go no more to les Touches, but t

these two women.

"Not p) to k's Touches !" cried he.

'Xay, <ro, my dear. g(i ; do not he nnprv, mv darlinir," re-

plied she, kissin;,' his e ves, wnicl lia Hiished ihime at her.

In this >tate ('aly>te was within ;n> aic of h)siug the fruits
>f Camine's skilhd manieuvres l)y iIk I'.reton impetuosity of
us love, which he could no Ionger master.

promises to Felicite, he vowed that he would
Beatri.x. He wanted to read her eyes, to d
their depths, to study the littli' details of 1

H'e ami

spile of his

-peak to

itsf

rowii Ills gaze in

ler dre.-:. to hreathe
ra<:rance to liear the mu>ic of lier voici foil

deliberateness of her movements, cmhrai
plntict—to contemplate her, in short.

>w the elegant

•r fl; lire in a

as a great i^ener.i

studies the Held on which a decisive battle is to he fought. He
wanted her, as lovers want ; he was the prey of siieli desire as
chised Iiis ears, dulled his intellect, and threw him into a mor-
bid condition, in which he no longer saw obstacles or distuuce,
and was not even conscious of his bodv.

It struck him that he might go to le.s Touches before the
hour agreed upon, hoping to find Beatrix in the garden. He
knew that she walked then' while waiting for breakfast.
Mademoiselle des Touches and her friend had been in th(!

morning to see the -alt-marshes, and the ba-in \iith its>horeot
fine .-and. into wliaii the sea uozes, looking like a lake iu the
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(iiiil-t of tlio snnd-Iiill- ; ihrv liml ciinn' lioiiic. .iml wcri' talking

ii- tlicv wandrnil iiImmiI the ulluw ^.Tasd patlis in the ;,Mrili ii.

'•| f iliis hiinlM apt' ml'Tots you," ^ai(l < aiiiillc, "yuii shouKl

pi In If ('ini>ic with Cal.v.'tr. TIhtc arc rmuM' very linf rock.^

iIhi-c. (;!>( ailrs of ^'raiiitt', little ba_\s uitli natural liasin.-*, won-

il. I- iif {a|iricious varifty, ami iIh' -ia>liorf vvilli tliousaml^

>( IraL'Muiits of niarldf, a whoic world of aiiiiiscmi'nt. Vou

will -n' Wdiiun nmkiiiij uuuil, that is to say. jilastcrinj? nuisses

i.f ii.w-diiii^' a^Miii^t the wall to dry, and tli<ii piling' llu'iu to

krrp. like prat in Tari!* ; then in tiio winlL-r they warm them-

.-. l\r> hy that fuel."

"And you will trust Calyste?" said llie Man|uis(', Iau|,'hinj;,

in a tone wliieh |ilaiiily sliowed that Caiiiille. hy sulking; with

lle.iirix the ni^dit hefon', had ohlij^'ed her to think of Calyste.

•I 'li. my dear, when you know the angeiie .soul of a boy like

him ynii will under.-tand me. In him beauty i.-? as nothiuj^,

\nii iiiu>t know that pure heart, that iiuilelessuess that id

.iiiiazrd at every step taken in tlu' realm of love. What faith!

uhat candor! what frrnee ! The aneit'iits had good reason to

uiir-hip Jieauty as holy.

"Sniue traveler, I forget who, tells us that horses in a state

c.r fivcddju take the handsomest of them to be their leader.

I'Maiitv, my dear, is the genius of matter; it is the hall-mark

.-'I hy Nature fin her most jicrfect creations: it is the truest

.-viiiliol. as it is the greatest ehanee. l)id any one ever imagine

a deformed angel? Do not they combine graci and strength?

\\ hat has kept us standing for hours together l)efore certain

I'irlures in Italy, in wliich genius has striven for years to real-

i.<e niie of these caprices of nature? Come, with your hand on

.uiir luiiscience, was it not tiie ideal of beauty which we eom-

hiiird in our minds with moral grandeur? Well, and Calyste

s (.lie of those dreams made real; he has the courage of the

'i'lii. who remains quiet without suspecting his sovereignty.

Wh. II he feels at his ease he is brilliant ; I like his girlish dif-

:idi lire. In his heart, my soul is n freshed after all the cor-

niplinii. the ideas of sciem-e. literature, the wor'd. jiolitics.—
all the futile accessories under whiih we =title liappiness. I

U
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am now wlmt T never w;i> l)(forf'— I aiii a fliild ! T nm suro of

hitn. Imt I like tu pntend jealousy; it makes lum liaj)])y. ]\v-

sides, it is part of my seei'et."

T?eatri\ ualknl on. >ilrtii ami [leii^iM'; Camille was cmliir-

infr unspoken martyrdom, and llashin,",' side glaneerf at iur

that looked like llatnes.

"Ah, my dear, yon—yo\i are liappy." said Beatrix. U^anini:

her hand on Camilie's arm like a woman weary of s(nne eovert

resistance.

''Yes! very Iiap[)y I"' repliod poor Ft'lieite, with savage bit-

terness.

The women sank on to a iieneli, hoth exlmusted. N'o orea-

tiirc of her sex was ever stihjcftcd to more elahorato se(hir-

tioii or more elear-siuhtei! .Maeliiavelism than Madame de

Roeliefide had lieeii durim: the last week.

"Rnt I— T who see ('onti"s infidelities, who swallow them,

who
"And why do y<iii not iiive him iipr" s.-iid Camille, discern-

ing: a favorahle moment for striking;' a decisive liiow.

"Can I?"

"Oh! poor child—
—'

Tliey hoth sat -tupidly L^azitiL^ a( a elnmp of trees.

"J will <^() and hasten hreakl'ast." .-aid Camille. "this walk

has piven me an apjietite."

"Our conversation ha.- taken away tiiinc." said P.eatrix.

Beatri.v. a white (iiriire in a mornini;- drc--. -loo I out aL'ninst

the frreeii masses of foliaL''e. Calysti'. who had stolen into the

garden through the dra\\ ing-ioom, tiirnfii down ,\ \);\{]\. walk-

ing slowly to meet the Manpiise hy ehaiicr. as it were; and
Hentri.\ could not liclp starting a little when >he saw him.

"Ilow did I displease you yesterday, madame?" asked

Calvste. after a few commonplace remarks had been ex-

ohanu'cd.

'Why, you neither please me nor displea-e nie." said she

gently.

IFcr tone, her manner, tier delightful u'raee encouraged
Calv.te.

h'3

Lli
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n a vnioo huskv \nth the

r, ,]!•- I hat rose to \\\> rvis.

•.Must we not !)(• iiiditTcrciit ! c. i dthcrr'" ivplied Boa-

irix. ••i^acl! nl' us has a siiiccri' a, 'a liiucnl
"

••()!):" said Calyste fai,'('rly, '"1 did Iom' ("aniillo; but I do

;iiit Invc licr now.''

"Thi n wliat do yoii do every day. all the inornin.ii long?"

,i-k(d .-he, with a ])crfidio,is smile, "l caiiiiol suppose that, in

siiic ol" iier ])a>sion for tobacco, Caiiiillc prel'cr< her cigar to

\..ii : nr that, in spite of your adiiura'iiiu for authoresses, you

^jKiid four hours in n^Mling novels by wouu'ii."

••'I'iicn you know!-" said the innocent boy, his face iluslied

with the joy of gazing at liis idol

••falysiel" cried Cainille violently, as she appeared on the

siriie, seizing him l)y the arm and jjulling him some steps;

'•(';ily,-te. is this what you jjromised me?"'

The Manpiise heard this rciiroof. while ^lademoisello des

'r..uches went oiT scolding, and leading away Calyste; she

>i(mm1 nivsiified by CalysteV avowal, and unable to understand

it. Madame de Uoehefide was not so cK'ar-sighted as Claude

\'iLnini). The truth of the terriijle and sublime comedy per-

I'erined by Camille is one of those i)arts of niai,aianimous in-

faniv which a woman can conceive of only in the last e.xtrem-

iiv. It means a l)reaking heart, the end of her feelings as a

\w.iiian, and the lie;:inning of a sacrifice, which drags her

il.'wn to hell or leads her to heaven.

During breakfast, to which Calyste was invited, Beatrix,

uliose feelings were lofty and proud, had already undergone a

n-Milsion, stifling the germs of love that were sprouting in her

Ih art. She was not liard (jr cold to Calyste, but her mild in-

dilference wrung his heart. Felieitc proposed that they

-i.uuld go on the ne.xt day but one to make an excursion

through the strange tract of country lying between les

Touches. It," Croisic. and le Bourg de I^atz. She begged Ca-

Ivste to spend the morrow in findimr a lioat and some men,

it! case ihey shoidd wish to go out liy sea. She undertook to

sujiply provisions, horses, and everything n<_cessary to spare

them any fatigue in this party of pleasure.

II

li,

%
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Beatrix out lirr slinrt l)y savin? timt ^=ho would not take tlip
risk of rinmui': -.lUnut the coimtrv. Calvsto's face, which hid
exprossfd inrlv .h'light, w..s .-^uddciily cloiidn].

"Win-, what arc you afraid of, Mn^h^ar?" said Cainillo
"My position is too dclicatr to allow of mv compronusin.^

not n.y nputatmn. hut n.y happiness," she said with moanuv/
and she !ool<,..l at the lad. "You know how jealous Conti iC-
II ho knew ~'

"And wiio is to tell him?''
"Will he not come hack to fetch inc?"
At these words Calyste turned pale. Notwithstanding Fe-

hcites arfruments. and tho>e of the youn- Jireton. ^[adan,e
do Koehelule was iuexorahle. and shoued what ( an.ille called
h^T ohstimuy Calyste. in spite of the hopes Felicite gavehim left les Touches in .ui.. of those fits of lovers" distress
of which the violence often rises to the pitch of madness.

On his return home, Calyste di.l not quit his room till din-
ner-time, and went hack a-ain soou „fter. At ten o'clock hi.
mother became uneasy, and went up to him; she found him
writing in the midst of a quantity of ,„rn papers and rough
copy He was writing to Beatrix, for he distrusted Camille-
the Mar.,uises manner during their interview in the gardenhad encouraged him straugelv.

Xever .lid a first love-lett.T spring in a burning fount from
the soul, as might be suj.posed. In all youths as v(>t uncor-
rupted. such a letter is produce,! with a' flow too hotlv effer-
vescent not to be the elixir of s.'veral letters be-un. rejected
and re-writteii,

"*

Ifere is that sent by Calyst.-, which he read to his poor, as-
onishcl mother. To her, the old house was on fire; her son's
love blazed up ,n it like the Hare of a conflagration.

Cahjstc to Beatrix.

".ArADAMK—T lr,v,.d you when as yet vou were hut a dream
to me: Huaguie the fervor a>snme.l i,y ,„v love wh.m I saw
you. i he dream was surpassed by the reality. My regret --a

'^-'"^Wr-' -.«-.*i -I
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r'at I have nothing to tell you th.it ynu do not know, when I

>;iv how heautiful you arc; ^lill, lu'rliaps your beauty never

I'avc ri.-e to so many feelinjrs in any one as in nie. You are

Inautiful in so many ways; 1 liave studiid you so tlioroujrhly

!.v ihinkini,' of you day and nij^ht, that 1 have pen.'lrated the

ii;\Mrrv of your jHTSonalit'-, the seerets of your heart, and

vnur misprized refinements. Have you ever been loved as you

',!.
-I ;-ve?

"Let me tell you, then, that there is nothinj: in you whieh

1,1- not it.- interpretation in my lu'art: your pride answers to

nmir, the dignity of your looks, the firace 'tf your mien, the

rl.uMUee of your movements—everytliin<.' in you is in har-

meiiy with the thougiits and wishes hidden in your secret soul

;

and it is boeause T can read them that [ think myself

uuiihy of you. If I ha<l not become, within these few days,

\i.iir Mcond self, should 1 dare speak to you of myself? To

nad myself would be egotistic; it is you 1 speak of here, not

(a!\>te.

j'o write to you, Beatrix. 1 hav<' set my twenty years aside;

1 iiave slolen a inarch on myself and aged my mind—or, per-

liajK. vou have aged it l)y a week of the most horrilile tor-

iii'iit-. causL'd. innocently indeed, by you. Ho not take me for

eiie (if those commonplace lovers at whom }ou laugh with such

-
1 reason. What m(>rit is there, indeed, in loving a young.

!'. aiiiiful. clever, noble woman ! Alas. I cannot even dream of

'h '<r\ ing you ! What am 1 to you ? .\ boy attracted by beauty

•.,u<\ moral worth, as an insect is attracted by light. You can-

ri"i do anything else than trample on the (lowers of my soul.

v> t all mv happiness lies in seeing you >purn them under foot.

.\b-oIute devotion, unlimited faith, the maddest passion,—all

these tri'asures of a true and loving heart are nothing; they

]]'![> me to love, they cannot win love.

"Sometimes T wonder that such fervid fanaticism should

fail to warm the idol: and when I meet y<Mn- stnvre, cold eye.

I feel mvself turn to iee. Your disdain atfects nie then, and

ii'>t my adoration. Why? You cannot p(\-sitily hate me so

much as 1 love you; so ought the weaker feeling to get the

I'lastery over the stronger?

:i .
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"I loved I-Vlicii,'. with all ilic stivnn-th <,f tnv lioart : T for-rot
liiT in a (lav, in an in-tant. on -(•rin;^ vmi. Slic wa- a inistakc
you aiv thr (null. Vdu. witlioul knnuin- it, lia\c wrcckrd niv
ha()iiinc.-s. ami \uii duf m,. nollnn-- in .AilianuM'. I loviil

Caniillf wiilidut linjir, and von irivr nii' n.i liu|ii.>; riothinLr is

dian>r,.d but the divinity. I \\a> a I'a-an, I am a Christian;
thai i> all. Only, you have tan-lit in.' to l(.\(— to Ik- loved
does not ((inie till lat^r. Caniille .-ay- ii i- not love that lnvc<
only for a iVw day-: the love that i\>>v< not ^^rou dav iiv il.iv

is a eonieniptilile ))a>-ion ; to eoniinne ^rrowiiiL'. il inu-t not
fore.-ee it- end. and she eould >ee thr settin.:: of our -un.

'•On seem;,' yon. I nnd.T-lo,,d the-e savin,i:s whieh I had
Ktrii^rjrl,.,! a^Min-t with all my youth, all thc'ra^'e of my dr-
sires. all the fierce de<|.oti-tn of my twenty years. Then our
frreat and sublime Caniille miii-led her tears with mine. So
I niav love you on earth and in heaven, as we love (iod. If

you loved ine, you eould not meet me with the reaMtniriu' bv
which Caniille annihilated my . tlorts. We are both yoimL'.
wc can fly on the same win--, under ihe -ame sky, ami never
fear the storm that threatened that eaL'le.

"But what am I sayin,-? 1 am carried far bcvond the
modesty of my hopes. You wid cea.-e to belie\.. in the submis-
sion, the palit'nce. the mute wor.-hip which I implore voii not
to wound needli'sslv. I kia

Tne without falling' in your own
turn.

'W. i>eatri\. that vou cannot 1ovo

esteem. And 1 a.-k for no re-

'Camille said once th-t tla^o was an innate fatalitv
names, as in her own. i felt this fatal

the pier at (itierande it struck

will come into mv lifi- as Beatr

111

ity in yours when on

my eye-; on the -ea-liore: vou

heart will be the pedestal for a white statue—

\

ous. and tyrannous. You are prohibited from lovimr me;"vou

ice came into Dante's. .Mv

indictive. jeal

wouh endure a thousand dc.itlw; vou would liederci
tif'ed. unhappy. 'I'here i< in \ou
bind- you to the i.illar vou liave laid hold

(lialiolical pri

\eii. mor-

lie which

while shakimr the lennd

all t

e like Sam-on. I

III ; vou will iieri-h

'id not discover
lese things; n\\ love is too blind; Caniille told me. IIere
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it s lint iiiv mind tliat spcuk-. h\n hors ; I liave no \v\U wlion

\' ii :irr in i|iusli(in. a tiil^' nf Mood conies up from my heart,

il.irM'iiiiiir my intellect with its waves, depriving' me of my
i.Mwrrs, itaralyzinL' my tonunc. makinir my knees (juake and

I., mi, I can only adof.- \oii, whatever you do. Camille calls

•..iir tii-tiine-s oli-tinaey; 1 defend you; 1 believe it to he dic-

,ii>'.l hv viftne. Vou aiv only all the more beautiful in my
,-,, ^, I know itw t'.iti': the pride of Brittany is a match for

\\oiii,i!i \\ iio has made a virtue of hers.

•\nd so. dear Beatrix, lie kind and conifortiuL' to me.

\V',. !i ilie vieiinis were eho-en. they were vTowned with tlow-

.;-; vol! owe me the ;:arland- of compassion, and music for

)!.. -aefifiei'. Am I not the proof of yoiir ^'reatness. and will

v.i!i i! ri-e to the lieiirht of my love, scorned in spite of its

>::iiml V. in spite of its nndyinir fires?

"A^k Camille what my conduct has lieen since the day wlien

-'
• idld me that she loved Claude Vi<.nion. I was mute; I

- -:''eri'd in silence. Well. then, for you I could tind yet

i_ri liter >t remit li. if you do not drive mo to de,-peration, if

'.I understand mv heroism. One word of i)raise from you

,\..:i|,! enable me to bear the torments of martyrdom. If you

p. r-i-t in thi- cold -ilenci'. this deadly di.-dain, you will make

111.' 'i.ilieve that I am to be feared. Oh, i)e to me all you can be

I llarminL^ L'av. witty, airectionate. Talk to me of (Jennaro

,
- Cnniille did of Claude. 1 have no <renius but tluit of love;

'•fe i-, noihini: formidable in me. and in yo\ir jireseiice I

.'. :il behave as thoui,di I did not love you.

"C.in vou reject the prayer of >ueh humble di'votion. of a

' i'.!...v \-oi.itli who oiilv n-ks that his >un shou'd lhvc him liirht

.:T!.l warm him? The man you love will alwavs -ei' you;

; r Cahste has but a few ilavs befon* him, vou will soon

' rM of him. So 1 mav ^'o to les Touches aj:ain to-morrow.

M.iy I not? You will not refu-e my arm to i,niide you round

t' e -liores of le Croisic a!id le Hour.i: de Batz?—If you should

:!"! eonie. that will be an an-wer. and understood bv Calyste."

Tliere were four iiap'< more of close small writinir. in whii'h

( alv-Me explained the terrible threat contained iu these luit

1

1

ll



If;: BEATKIX

words, tiy rclatiritr the story of liis boyhood and life; but h>
told it in cxcliiiiiatory plirascs: tbciv were many of those dots
and dasho lavishly scattered thron^'h modern literature in
perilous pnssafrcs. like planks laid before tiie reader to enable
him to cross the ^nilf. This artl. ss picture woiild be a repeti-
tion of our narative: if it did not toueh .Madame de Uoelu-
fide. If (oiild scarcely interest those who seek strong sensa-
tions; but it made his mother weep and say:
"Then you have not been hapj)y :-'

This terrible poem of feelin>r that had come like a storm on
Calyste's heart, and was to be sent like a whirlwind to another,
frightened the P.aroness; it was the first time in her life that
she had ever read a love-letter.

Calyste was standin-r up; there was one great difTiculty; he
did not know how to send his letter.

The Chevalier du llalga was still in the sitting-room, when;
they wer playing oil the last pool of a very lively mouclu:
Chariot- de Kergarouct. in desi)air at Calyste's indifference,
was tr'

ng he

back iii

seemed

down th

last the

whence

•\v

to I

i: t.

ina

•' t

IC\

icr

-

' c ,-

- t|o

•i-<n

harru the old jieople in the hope of thus secur-
ge. Calyste followed his mother, and came
'•ooiu with the letter in his breast-pocket—it

his heart
; he wandered about and up and

ke a moth that had como in by mistake. At
:aid son got Monsieur du Ilalgu into the hall.

-nir-«e<l Mariotte and Mademoiselle de Pen-
am

.

f the Chevalier?"* said old Zephirinewar

lain

^ t. to be out of his mind." replied she.

to Cliarlotte than if she were uue of
'•lb

the II.

The n.irot very shrewdly supposed that the Chev-
"';'' '^" "' •! ' somewhere at)out the year 1780. have
pailc] the seas „( -allant adventure, and sheadvised Calyste
to con-ult him.

'•What i^^ the best way to send a letter secretly to a lady?"
said Calyste to the Chevalier in a whisper.
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"Yoii fiin pivo tli(> note to licr hidyV-miiid. with a few louis

in li'f hand, for sooner or later I lie mai<l is in the seeret. and

it i- lie-t to let her know it from the fir-t." replied tho Cheva-

'ijiit it is hotter to du-ller, who con Id not siii)nre.«n a si

rv It _vour>(

'"A t'eW louif'

If.

mile

exclaimed the Baroness

Calv -te went awav and fetched his hat ; then he Hew off to

iiich an d walked like an apparition into the little

r.iuiiiLT-room. where he heard Beatrix and CamiUe talking.

";. \ v.ere sitting on the divan, and seemed on the hest jmjs-

!'!< Irrms. Calyste, with the sudden wit that love impart-,

iii:_' iiiiiiself heedlessly on the divan hy the Manjiiise. seized

rT hand, and j)ressed the letter into it, so that Felicite, walcli-

fiil as slie might he, could not see it done. Calyste's heart llut-

! !v.l with an emotion that was at once acute and deliLrlitfnl,

a- he felt Beatri.v's hand prasp his, and without even inter-

riii'iiiii; her sentence or seeniinp surprised, she slipped the let-

! r into her glove.

Vou tling yourself on a woman as if she were a divan,"

f.'.-.'l -\u' with a laugh.

"ill' has not. however, adopted the doctrine of the Turks!"

> :i;il lelicite. who could not forhear from this retort.

Cilv-te rose, took Cainille's hand, and kissed it; then he

U' II! to the j)iano and made every note sound in a loui; scale

I'V niuning oni> finger over tliem. This glad e.xcitement

[''i//!'m1 Camille, who told him to come to speak to her.

"What is it?" she asked in his ear.

"N'lithiug," said he.

"Tliere is .something hetween them," said Mademoiselle des

T-i;, hes to herself.

Tlie Mar(|uise was impenetrable. Camille tried to make
' '; -te talk, hoping that he nn'ght betray him-elf : hut the ho',

" li'' an excuse of the uneasiness his mother would feel, aiei

I' !rft les Touches at ehnen o'clock, not wiihout haviiiL' stood
'

' tire of a piercing look from Camille. to whom he h.id never
'

• f'T'' innde this excuse.

Afti-r the agitations of a night filled with Beatrix, after he

I
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liiid been into flic town lwcrii\ iiiii(» in th<' conrso of tho mnrn-
in^. in tlic iidpc af mrciini: IIk' !iti~\vcr wliidi diil not coiiic,

tlu' Miir(|iii<t'> niiiid ciiiiif to the lir.hl du (iuonic, and ^^nui

the following' rcplv to ('iii_\>ti', \\\u, wcut utV to read ii iu ilii;

ari)or at tiii' und of tlio garden :

—

Th'alrij- to CiiJi/stc.

"You arc a nolilc hoy. Imt yon an> a liov. "\'ou o\v(> your-clf

to {'ainillc. wlio uiir-lii|is ynu. Vmi \vill iini lind in nio ciiluT

tiic pcrfcclioiis that distiiiirni.>li Iut. or the liapjiincss slic lav-

islits on you. Wliatcvcr you may think, it is slic who is voiiiii,'

and I who am ohl ; her heart i> full of trea>ure~. and mine i-;

empty. She is devoted to yon in a uay yiai do not appreciate

enouirli ; she has no selfisline,~s. and lives uliolly in von. I

should he full of d<uihts: I >hould diw: yon into a lil'e that is

weariful, i;:iir,li|e. and spoile<l hy my nwn i'auli. (amille i<

free, siie come- ;ind goes at her will ; I am a slave. In short.

you forget that I love niid am invcd. 1"lie po-ition in which 1

find myself ought to protect me aL'ain-t any lioniage. To love

me. to tell me that you lo\e me. i:- an insult. Would not a

second lap-r place me on the level of the m<i>t abandoned
woman ?

"You. wlio are youm: and full of d( licatc feeling, how can
yon compel me to say things which the heart cannot utter

without being torn 'f

"I prefer the scandal of an irn>paral>le disaster to tlie shame
of perfietmil deceit, my own ruin to the lo-:- of mv self-n'spect.

Tn tfie eyes of many people whose esteem I value. T stand still

liigh : if I .-Iioiild iliange. I -hould fall >ome -lep^ lower. Tho
world is still merciful to women whose edii-i.incv cloaks their

illicit hai)piness. but it is pitiless to a vici-an habit.

"I feel neither scorn nor anger: I am .m-uerimr von with

frank simplicity. Von are younir. you know nothing of the

world, yon are carried awav by imaLnnatinn. nud, like all men
of pure life, you are incapalile of llic ivll.i

i i.ais induced bv

di-a>tcr. I will g further: if I sho\dd be of all women the

K2

i
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,n(i>t tiinrtifiod: if T Iiiid li«>rnKlr inisiTV to hide; if 1 wfrc df-

1, i\.(l 1111(1 (ItsiTlcil at in-l- iiml. tlinnk (iod. notliiiij,' of tliiit

,, |„,v-iM<— if. I >^iiy, l)y tlic v.iiiri'ainr <>f llfavt-n llicsc thinfjs

u,.f,.. I ni' ill llu' world would ivcr sec me a;:aiii. And tlu'ii

I , ..iild liiid it ill iiK' to kill the man who slioiild speak to mo of

|o\r. if a man coiild -till find nif wIktc 1 should be. Then.'

< ..11 hiivr the whole of niv mind.

•INriiap- 1 liave to tliank you for liavinff writtt^n to mo.

All' r ynur letter, and e.-]»ecialiy after my n'i)Iy, 1 may l»' <iuit('

:,* my ea-e with you at les Touches, follow tlii' lu'nt of inv

I: iini.r. and he what you a.-k me to l>e. I say nothing of the

i.ittir ridicule I should incur if ni\ eyes should cease to ox-

|.ii -» the sentiments of which y<iu complain. To roh Camilk'

,1 -1(1,11(1 time would iic an evidence of weakness to wiiich no

vuin.in (ciiild twice resi;:n herself. If 1 loved you madly, if I

wvie hlind. if I were foriretful of everytliin.i: e^e. 1 should al-

u;i\^ -((• Camille. llcr love for you is a harrier too high to

i» , ro-ed hy any force, even with the wings of an angel; only

i!. iih.i!- would not recoil from such i)ase treachery.

•hi ilii-. mv child, lie- a world of reasons which nohle and

r. lined Women keep to themselves, of which you men know

iioihinL'. even when a man is so like a woman as you are at

Iili- llionietlt.

•I'inallv. von have a mother who has shown you what a

wniiLin's iife otight to he; j)ure and spotless, she has fulfilled

!,'!• I'.ilc iiohlv; all I know of her ha- filled my eye- with tears

.•friivv which has ri-en from tin depths of my heart. 1 might

l,;i\.' h,en like her I Calystc, this is what your wife ought to

'
: this what her life ought to he.

•1 will not again cast you hack maliciously, as I h.ave done,

on little Charlotte, who would tnu'e you from tli(> first, hut on

""tiie ex(|iii^ite girl wlio is worthy of you. If 1 gave myself to

II. I >liould spoil your life. I-'ither yon would fail in faith-

s''. Ini--, in coii>tancv. or von would rcMihc to devote your life

!- !i;,': I will he lioiie-t— I should take it ; I should carry you

olT I Know not whither, far from the world : I -liould make you

Very uuhapi)y ; I am jealous. 1 ^ee monsters in a drop of
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wator; I am in dopair <>\ir odiiiiis trifles which inany women
put ii|t \Mth; lliere are cm ii iiie\orut)l<' thoiij^hls, ori^Miiating

in mvcll', nut (.m-iil li) mmi. wlueh wouM wound me to

death. W h( n a man i.- not as respeetful and as delicate in

the tenth \vi\v nf his liappiiiess lis hf was on the I've of the

dav when hr ua- a i)e^';,'ar for a favor, he seems to me u

wrctih, ,/nil (l<t:radr^ nie in m_v own eyes. Such a hiver no

lon;:fr (mIum- ,n llie \nia(hs and Cvrusof my dreams. In

our (lay \n\i- i- juin'ly niythieal; and in you I find no lU' re

than the family of a (h':-ire wiiieli kno"s not its end. I am
iKit forty; I (ainint yit lirinj: my pn.ie to hend to the au-

thority iif i\|iirieinc ; I know not the love tliat ( ouhl iiiaki-

me huiiiMi': in fail. I am a unman wlio-e nature is .still

too youthful lint to he dric-talile, 1 cannot aii>wer for my
iii'iotl-: all my jrraeiou^iios is i<n the >urfaee. I'erhaps

I lia\i not ^uthrrd eimiiirli yet to have lUMjuired the indul-

{jent ways, the perfect tenderness that wc nwe to cnn 1 de-

ceptions. Happiness has its imperiineiicc. and I am very

impcrtiui ill. < iinille will always he your devoted slave, I

.should he an unn'aM)nahle tyraiil.

"Indeed, is not Camille -et hy yotir side h your good

aii;:el, to guard you till you have reached the moment when

you mil-! ^tall on the ! fe that i> in >tore t'or you, and which

you must not fail in!' 1 kii'W Feli<itel Her teiKh'rius.'^

is ine.xhau.-tihle : !-lie may j)erhaps lack soni. of the graces

of her .<ex, hut >lie shows that vivifying strength, tliat genius

for (onstancy. and that lofty courage wliich make everything

acceptahle. She will see yiai marry whili' sulfi'ring tortures;

.-he will find you a free Reatri.v, if Ih'-atri.v fuHIls your ideal

of woman and answers to your dreams; she will sniootli

out all the dillieulties in your future life. The sale of a

single acre of her land in I'aris will rechem your estates in

Krittany; she will make you her heir—has she not already

adopted you as a son? And I, alas I What can I do for

your happiness? N'othing.

"Do not he fal-e to ail immeasurahle alh-etion which has

made up its luintl to the duties of niotherliness. To me she
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-.iins most happy— tliis Ciiniillf I Tlio adiiiiratiitn you fft-I

]
I'

iiiKir IW'iitrix i;* huch u peccadillo iis women ul"
( 'amiUf's

., \i.u with tlic j;r*'ati'st indiil^iciicc. WluMi they arc suro

,

• Knit;: loved llicy will allow c<iiistam'y a liiilc iiiliiK'lity ;

n;iv. one of their keenest pleasures is triumjjh over the

aiiii ..1' tlieir rivals.

"I'.iiiiille is superior to other women, all this does not hear

Ki.nn her; I oidy say it to rea— ure your conscience. F liavt^

-ludinl Cainille wi-ll ; she is in my eyes one of the ;.'randest

; jun- 111' our lime. She is hotii ( Icver and kind, two ipial-

iiir- rarclv united in a woman; she is p'lieroiis and -imple,

lud more |.'n'at <|Ualities seldom found to;.'etiicr. I ha\e seen

ini-tworthy treasures in the depth of her heart; it would

:,,i!i .1- though Dantu had written for her in the I'linuiisn

i',.' lii.iutiful lines on eternal hapjiiness winch she was in-

ii rpnting to you tiie other evening, ending with Seitza hraina

.-h iirii ricliezzn.

•She has talked to me of her fate in life, tolv. me all her

. xi.crience. and jjroved to nie that love, the ol)ject of our

(!.-ins and dnams, had alwavs evaded her; I replied that

^!l' -icmed to me u proof of that dilliculty of niatrliing

liiivthing suhlime. which accounts for much utdiappiness.

Voiirs is one of tiie angelic souls whose sister-soul it scemd

i!i;|i(.->iMe to find. This iiiisfortuni . dear child, is what

• ':imille will spare you; even if she should die for it. she will

!'!h1 vnu a heing \\illi whom
_
ou may live happy as a hus-

i.iiid!

"i offer yon a frii id's hand, and trust, not to your heart,

!'it to your sense. > find that we are henceforth to each

Mili.r a hrother and sister, and to terminate our corrcspond-

I Mr,., which, hj'tween les Touches and Guerande, is odd, to

-ay the least of it.

"Bfi.VTRIX DK C.VSTKHAX."

;in'

e Raronoss, in the highest deirreo excited hy the details

ifTairs witli the heantiful,v,,(rj-(.v^ of her son's love

lieciielide, could not sit still iu the loom, where she waa
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workiii;: Mt lur fm^s-.-dicli. Idokinu' \ip at ov<>rv stitdi to

watch Caly.-li'; >li(' i-nsc rnmi Ikt chair and came up ti) him
with a iniMurc oi' diHiilciK-c ami liohliic-s. 'I'hc inolhiT ha(l

all the ;.n-a( i> of a c(turlc-.iiii ahout to a>k a favor.

''Well!'" said .-he, tri'inh!iii,i:, hut not actually askini: to

soc the letter.

Calyste >ho\\(.d jt her in his hand, and road it aloud to

lier. 'i'he tuo iinhle souU, >o siinpli' and inironiious, discev-

ered in thi- a.-tute and pe|-fidious re|>ly none of the treachery

and snares infu>ed into it hv the Marquise.

'"She is a iiohle and hiirh-niiiided woman I"" said the Baron-

ess, whose eyes <rli>tene(| with inoi>ture. '"I will ])ray to Cod
for her. I never helieved that a mother could desert her

Inisliand ami chihl and ]ire>erve so much virtue. Slie de-

serves to he forgiven."'

"Aim I not riLdit to wor-hio lierr" eried Calvsto.

"iiut whither will this love h'ad your' said his mother.

"Oh! my child, how danL^erous are these women of nohle

sentiments! Uad women are le>s to he feared.—^farrv Char-

lotto (h Kerirannii't, and release two-tiiirds of the family

estates. Mademoiselle de I'en-Hoel can achieve tliis great

end l)y selling a few farms, and the good soul will devote

herself to inijiroving the })ro|)erty. You may leave your chil-

dren a iiolile name, a tine t'ortune
"

'"What, forget Beatrix ?" said Calyste. in a hollow voice,

his eyes fived on the floor.

He left his mother, and went up to his room to reply to

this letter.

Madame du Cuenic had :\radame de Rochefide's words

stamped on her heart : she wanted to know on what Calyste

founded his hopes. At ahout this hour the Chevalier would
be exercising his dog on the Mall; the Raroness. sure of

fimling him then\ ptit on a bonnet and >liawl and went out.

It was so extraordinary an event to see Madame du Guenic
out. excepting at church, or in one of the two pretty alleys

that were freipicnfcrl on frtc-dav-, when she would aecoin-

pany her husband and Mademoiselle de IVn-lIoel, that, within

^
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two hour?, ovorv ono was sayiiii: t<> I'vcry niir clso. "^ladnniH

li iiri:ic was out to-day ; did you mc Iht!'" Tims licforc loiif,'

li, ,irws caiiiL' to MadrmoiM'llf df rrii-lloid's cars, and slio

ruiij 1(1 liiT niwo:

••^iiiiictliiu^' very straiiirc is ha])[iciiin,Lr at tlu' dii (lurnics". '

•( ;iiv-li' i,- tiiadly in love with thr li«'aiilil'iil Maniiiisc do

i; i.-ii-ii'dr,"" .-aid Charl.ittf. "l >lioii!d do KriliT to Lave Cuc-

iMi; ii' and iTo liack to Naiiti's."

At this iiioinent tlic Chcvaliir dii ilal,i:a, ^UIll!•is^d at Iji-ing

i-MU.'iii out 1)V tlio P>aroiif.-s, had i-i'h'a-rd Thi^l"' I'roui htT

r'T,]. n'(o:.r]iizin{^ the iniiio>sihilily ul' atlcudin.Lr to two hidics

( lanalicr, you have had some exiicrieiirc in h)vc atTairs?"

siiid tlie liaroness.

Captain du Ilalpa drew himself up with not a litth' of tlio

iiirs of a {oxeoml). ^ladanie du (iiieiiie. witliout naininii her

.-..ri or the Manjuise, tohl hint tlif contents of the love ji'tter,

ii-kni,-: him what eould he the meanin,!,^ of such an answer.

Tiie Chevalier stood with his nose in the air eare-smj.' his

(hiu: he listened with little jrrimaces; and at la.-t he looked

k> ' nly at the Baroness.

"When a tliorou(rhl)red horse means to leap a i'rnee. it goes

up to it first to smell it and I'xamine it," he said. "'Calyste

will he the hap])iest younu' roLme
'"

-Hush I" said th(^ I?arone>s

"I am dumh. In old times that was my only point." said

t!;.' ohl man. "It is fine weather." he went on. aftiT a pause,

•I'lr wind is northeasterlv. T.y Heaven ! how the BcUc-l'oule

(hnu-ed hefore that witid on the day But." he went on.

iiilerruptinp himself. "1 have a siniriiiL' in mv oars, and pains

in tlie false-rihs: the weather will ehanire.—Vou know that

the li.trht of tlie BcUc-Puulr was so famous that ladies wore

..ili< // la BvUi'-l'ouh'. Madame de Keriraroui't was the first

III a ppear at the oju'ra in such a hfad-(lrt'>-;. "You are

'hv^-nl for conquest,' 1 said to ln'r. The words were re-

priHiMl in every hox."

The Barone:«s listened politely to the old man, who, faith-
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fill to tlio iaws of old-world otiquetto, escorted hor back to

the littK' strwt, n<'<r!('(tin^ Thi^^be. He let out tbo socrot

of Thisbe'.s Itirth. She was the frranddaii^'bter of tbat sweet

Thir-be that had i)( loiij.'-cd to Madame la ("orntesse de Ker-
piroiu't. the Adinirars lirst wife. Tiiis Tiiisbe the third was
ei^diteeii _vear> i.M.

The l!aniiie>- ran li^ditly up to Calyste's room, as gleeful

as if >lie wer.> in love jiei.-elf. ('al^^te was not there, but

Fanny >aw a letter on the tal)le addres.-ed to Madanu' de
Rnehehde. fohled, luit Hot sealed. Irresistible curiosity

prompted the iui.xious mother to read her son's answer. The
indi.M retioii was eruelly punisiied ; she felt horrible an<;uish

when she saw the precipice towards which love was driving

Calyste.

Cohisle to Beatrix.

I

"Wliat do I care for the family of du Guenic in such times
as we live in. dennst Beatrix! .My name is Beatrix, the

liappiness of Beatrix is my ha]ipiness, her life is my life, and
all my fortune is in her iicart. Our lands have been in pledjre

these two hundred years, and may remain so for two hundre<l

more: our farmers have them, no one can take tliem away.
To see and love you I 'i'hat is my reli^rion.

"Marry I The idea has made nie heartsick. Are there

two such as I5eatrix? I will nuirry no one but you; I will

wait twenty years if I inu>t : I am youmr, and you will al-

ways be i>eautiful. My mother is a saint, and it is not for

me to jud<re her. She never loved ! 1 know now how much
she has lost, and what sacrifices she has made. You. Beatrix,
have taupht me to love my mother better: she dwells in niv

heart with you—there will never be any one else : she is your
only rival. Is not this as much as to say that no one shares
your throne? So your reassuring letter has no effect on my
mind.

"As to Camille. you have only to trive me a hint, and I

will hoc her to tell you herself that T do not love her; she

is the mother of my intelligence; nothing more, nothing
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1,>>. As f=onn as T saw yon, she Itccame a si^tor to inc, my
.|.„.,nl— iiiy man frimd—what you will; but wo have no

(hiiiiis on each other hcyond those of i"rii'ri(l:-lii[). I thoiiiiht

>!;< wa» a woman till the moment when 1 lirst saw you. Hut

vuu rhuw me that Camille is a man; ^ln swims, hunts, riil.'s;

>ii,' .-mokes and drinks; she writes, slie ean analyze a i)ook

i,r a heart; slie lias not the smallest wrakness; shf walks

.,11 in her stren^^h; she has not your free jrraee. your step

iki' the tli^rht of a bird, your voiee—tin- voice of hjve—your

;!!( h looks, your gracious demeanor. She is Camille Maupin,

,;ii.i nothing else; she has nothing of the WDnun about luT,

Mild you have everything that 1 love in woman : 1 felt from

l!;r day when I first saw you that you were mine.

•Vou will laugh at this feeling, but it has gone (ui in-

eivasing; it strikes me as monstrous that we should lie di-

\ided; you are my soul, my life, and I cannot live where

vuu are not. Let me love you ! We will tly, we will yo far,

far from tlie world, into some country where you will know

tiul.iiilv, and wlu're you will have no one but me and tiod

in vdur heart. i[y mother, who loves you. will come some

ij.iy to live with us. Ireland has many country hou.ses, and

iiiv mother's family will surcdy lend us one. (Jreat (!od!

l.el us be off! A boat, .some sailors, and we shall be there

b.fnre any one can guess whither wi' have tied from the world

\'<n dread so greatly.

"Vou have never been loved; 1 feel it as 1 re-read your

itiicr, and 1 fancy I can perceive that if none of the reasons

'( which you speak existed you would allow yourself to be

loved by me. Beatrix, a holy love will wipe out the i)ast.

I- it possible in your presence to think of anything but

v)u? Oh! T love you so much that I could wi-li ynii a

ih'iu-and times disgraced, so as to provi' to you the power

ef my love by adoring you as if you were the holiest of

( [e.itures, You call my love for vou an in-iilt. Oh. i'.e.itrix,

you do not think that! The love of a 'noble' child—you

call me so—would do honor to a (pieen.

"CJo to-iuorruw we will wander lovcx-like along by the rocks
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jind tlic son. anr! you sliall tread the ?an(l> of old Brittanv

and cfinsccratc tlifm amw fur tiic (hvc iiic that day of ju\,

and the transient alni- -leaviiiLT perhajis. ala> I no trace on

your nieiiii'ry— will lie a perennial treasure to Calystc
"

The lianme,-- (In'piied the letter uni'itii-hid : ^he knelt on

a chair and put up a >i!ent prayer tn (lod. implnrin;,' Him
to pre>er\e liei -ui)"- uit^, t-i delivir hiiM fi-Miii madness and

error, and >naieh him haek from the ways in whieh sho saw

liiin rushing'.

"Wliat are yen <loin;_'-. lU'itherr" >aid CalysteV voice.

"rrayiiii: I'^r you," ,-lie rejilieij. I.Kikinir at him with eyes

full (if tear<. '"! have heen ^n wnaii: a> to read tliis letter.

—

My Calyste is eiuie mad."

'•Jt is the sweetot fnrm >>( madne-^." saiil the youth, kiss-

inLT ids iiKiiher.

"I should liki lo -ee ill'.- wciinan, mv chihl."

'"U'ell. mamma, .\c >hall take a hnat tn-morrow to cross

over to |e Croi-ie: cnmc to the jeitw"

lie seale(l ]u< letter and went <<']' to le- Tnuehcs. The
thin,ir which ,ahn\e all nther- appalled the I'artiiiess was to

see that, liy >lieer r<iree of in.-tinet. feeliiiL'' ciiuld aeipiire the

insi^dit (d' ciui.-ummale experience. Caly-te liml written to

Eeatri.x a- lie mi^^ht have done under the LMiidanee of Mon-
sieur du llalLM.

One of till' irreatest joy-, -perhaps, that a '^nial! mind can

know- is that nf dupini: a <:reat soul and carchinij it in a

snare. I-{eatri\ knew her-elf to he very infi'rior to Camille

Manpin. This inferiority wa< not nierelv in the -nni-total

of intelleettial <|Ua]ities known as talent, hut al-o in those

qualitii's of the luart that are called passion. .\t the mo-
ment when Caly-te arrived at le< Touche-. with the impetu-

ous haste of fir^t lo\c lioi'n(> on the pinion< of hop.', the ^far-

qui-e was con-;ciou- of keen -ati-faction in knowinir herself

to he ln\ril hy thi- eharmin'j- \oulh .'^he did not lto so far

as to wi-h to he lu> aeeonipliee in this feeling; she made it

asisv=
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•i point nf li..rf.i>m to r^piv-- tlii-^ r„iu-in,n. as tlu> Itiilums

.,' and fMn.i.<l >h" w""M iIuh !. on a par with Iht friend;

.l,;. was liapi.v tn 1m. .^\^v to inak.. Iut -mho ^a.•rltHr. In

.l„,rt tho vanitio |.f<-iiliar t-. a Fivii.-liwnman. whirli con-

MitutV tlu- faniniis n„i„rllrrir wlic^ncr -ho <loriv.- hor -iiporinr-

i,v. wrn- in hor ihittorod an<l amply .ati>llod: >ho was

,,,',,,|,l,.,l !.y the iiliuoM .-oduotiMn. and -ho ro,-i-lod it; ber

NMUH- smi: a swoot conotn-t of jirai-o in hor o;ir.

'

Tho tuo w.mi.'n, appaivnily indnlmi. uoro Inun-m- on tho

,l,van 111 that liltlo dra\\ in--rooni m. full of liarmonv. m th.;

inuUt of a world of tlowor.-. with ih^ wind^u op.n. lor the

n„rth winds had ooa.-o.l to hlow. A nioltin- >o.iiliorlv hivo/.e

climplrd tlu" salt-wator lako tlial ih-y .-ould h'o m troiil of

ihoni. and tlie ^nn ^^onlud tho p.ld.-n ^and-. Thoir spirits

uvro as dooplv tos.od as Natniv lay .aim. and not U-s tmrn-

in- rainilh", hrokoii on th.' whorl of ilio marliinory ^lic was

w,"rkin>r, was ol)lif:od U> koop a -xnard o\rr hri>olf. tho friendly

fur -lu'luid admiUcd into hor ca-o wa- -o i)rodij:iously keen;

iinl ;o hctrav her s.vn l .die ^ave hoivolf up to (,hservin>; the

..crois of nature: she oheat.'d her pain hy -.•• kin^ a mean-

ing' in the motions of the spheres, and found Liod in the

suhlimo solitude of the sky.

When onee an intidel aeknowleduv. (lod. he throws himself

headlonj: into Catholieisin. whieh. vieweil as a .sy-lein, is per-

fect.

That morninir Camille had shown the MarMUi^^e a face still

raiiiant with the lif,dit of her researeli. carried on during

:, nhdit spent in lamentation. Caly-te wa- alway- hefore her

Ilk,.' a heavenlv vision. She re-arded tlii- heauiiful youth,

tn wliom she devoted lu'r-elf. a- her -uardian an-.d. W a^

it not he who was leadin.L' her to the >upernal re-ions where

-•ifTerinirs have an end under the writdit of ine.,mprehen-ihle

iin-iiensitv? Still, raniil'.e wa-^ made unea-v hv l',eatri\"s tri-

umphant' looks. One woman do.- not L-ain -u.di an advan-

\:vs- ov.^r aunth.T with.nit alhnvin- it \o h>- irues^ed. whilo

iu-tifvin^ir herself f.-r haviuL' taken it. XothinL' .•oul.l ho

^trauiror than this covert moral struggle between the two
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friiTids. fjicli liiilitiL' ii si'crct from tlio otht^r, an<l r'aoli U«.

licviiiLT inr.-( if In lie tln' creditor for iiiis])ok<'n sacritices.

Ctlvstc arrivid lioldiii;^- lij> Icitcr under liis ^dove. rciidy

to ^lip it into Beatrix's hand. Caniille. who liad not failed

to mark the ehanp' in lier guest's manner, alfeeted not to

loiik at her. hut .-tudied her in a mirror just when C'alvste

made 111.- entrance. 'I'hat is tlie sunken rock for ovory

woin.iii. 'I'he ( l(\ere.-t and the most stujiid, tlie most frank

and ilie iiio-i a.-iute. arc not tlien mistress of their secret;

at llial moment it hiazes out to another woman's eves. Too
mu'ii n-erve (ir too much freeddiii, an open and a heamin;,'

j,dance. or a mysterious droop of tiie eyeiitls—everytliing then
ivveal> the fceliii;.'- aijove all others dillicult to conceal, for

inditl'erenee is -(» ahsolutely cold that it can never ho well

acted. Women have the genius of shades of manner—they
use them too often not to know them all—and on these occa-

sions they lake in a rival from head to foot at a glance; they
see the slightest twitch of a foot under a petticoat, the most
imperceptible start in the figure, and know the meaning of

what to a man seems to have none. Two women watching one
another play one of the finest comedies to he seen.

'•('alyste ha^ committed ,-ome folly," thought Camille, ob-

serving in both of them the indefinable look of persons who
understand each other.

There was no formality or affected indifference in the
Manpiise now; she looked at Calyste as if he belonged to

her. Caly-te "xplained matters; he reddened like a guilty
creature, like a hapjiy lover. lie had just si'ttled everything
for their excursion on the morrow.

"Then yon are really going, my dear?'' said ("amilie.

"Ves." said Beatrix.

"How did you know that?" said Mademoiselle des Touches
to ('alyste.

••I have come to ask." he replied, at a glance shot at him
by Nfadanie de Roehefide. who did not wisti her friend to

have any suspicion df their correspondence.

""Tliey liave already come to an understanding," said Ca-
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niillo to lipfsclf, catchinp tliis look l)y a pido-glnnce from the

(..rmr of her eye. "It is all (tvcr; there is nothing left to

III-' liut to tii.-a|iin'iir."'

Aii'l uiidtT the prcssuro of tills thouirht, a <leathlike change
ji,i--r(| over her face that gavf Beatrix a ehill.

"Wliiit is the matter, dear?" said she.

"Nothinjr.—Then, Calyste, will you send on my horses and
Vciirs. M. that we may find them ready on the other side of

Ir ( roi.-ie and ride hack through le Bniirg de Ratz? We will

III. .ikt'ii.-t at le Croisio and dine Iutc. You will undertake
In liiid lioatmen. We will start at half-past eiglit in the

!i.. lining.—Sucii line scenery!" she add.d to Beatri.v. "You
will see Canibrenier, a man who is doin^ penanee on a rock

! r having murdered his son. Oh! you are in a primitive

land where men do not feel like the common herd, ('aiyste

uill tt'll you the story."

Slie went into hiT room; she was stifling. Calyste de-
nwred his letter and followed Camille.

'"Calyste, she loves you, I believe: but you are hiding some-
liiiiig; you have certainly disobeyeil my injunctions."

'She loves me!" said he, dropping into a chair.

Camille looked out at the door. Bcatri.x had vanished.
Tm!- was strange. A woman does not ily from a room where
li:.' man is whom she loves and whom she is certain to see

.i-.'iun. unless she has something better to do. Mademoiselle
'!- Touches asked herself. "Can she have a letter from Ca-
l.Mc?" But she thought the innocent lad incapable of such
iiii'huity.

if you have disobeyed me, all is lost by your own fault,"

^.li'l she gravely. "Go and prepare for the joys of to-mor-

She dismissed him with a gesture which Calyste could not
T' !icl against. There are silent sorrows that are despotically

'I'"|uent. As he went to le Croisic to find the boatmen, Ca-
i.vslc had some qualms of fear. Camille's speech bore a
-liiiiip of doom that revealed the foresight of a nmtlier.

I'oMr hours later, when he returned, very tired, counting
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on flinnnr nt ]o< ToucIk -. \\v wms met at tlio door h\ Ci\m\]W^

maid. who told liirii tiiiii Ikt iiii>tri«< iuid tin' Mimiuisc coil

not soo hitn tlii-^ cvrninL'. C.ily-t'' \v;i- surjiriscd, iitid wnntfd

to (|lUStioIl the in; hut ~ll

Six o'clock wii-i -trikin;

mt l!ic ilonr ;iiid v;ini>licd

III. ks of ( illt'TJllldc ("a-

Ivst (' went tnniic kcd for -oiiif iliimcr, iind then {)liiycd

nioiicnc. a pnv
of joy iiiid ;.M-ic

h jooiiiv nifuit:ition- '1' ic-r alicrn.-ition.-:

he o\cr!liro\v Ill- 's foiJouwiL' iKira

upon wlial >ccrii'(l the ((Ttaiiitv that

d I

lie \\;i< lo';ci| criislini

(• voiintr Miiii tiiat had hern -ojintiL' iicnvciiwarith(
.

and I

I to t IC

lad ri>cn so lui'li that the lall iiiii-t he trciiiciiiloiis.

'What ails you. iiiv ("alvstc

'Xotliiri'',"" sai(

Ins iiioilicr wlii>iMTt tollun.

1 he. lookiiiL' at her with eves wlicnct' the

light of his soul and the tlanic of love had died out.

It is not hope, hut dispaif, that ^.'ivos tl u.> ini'asure ol ourf

anihitions. \\i jrivf ourselves over in sei ret to the Inautiful

pooin s o fl10!)0, Willie 'fFH f shows itself unveile(l.

'C'alvste. vou are not at all nice an 1 Charlotte, after

vainly wasting on him tlio-e little provincial tea

which always degenerate into annoyance.

Mnii wavs

'I am tired." he said, rising and hiddiiig the party good-

night.

Talvste is much altered." said Madenioi-ellc th Pen-IIot'l.

'ir tiaven t fine irowns covered with lai'i

ish our sleeves like this; we don't sit s

look on one side and wriiiLde our head-." sai(

: we don't llour-

)r know how to

imitatinir and caricaituriii;,' tile .Man|uise's air

1 Charlotte,

ind attitudtj

and looks. "We haven't a voice with a sqiKak in the head,

or a little interesting cough, hnnjli .' Iiriiiili! like the sigh

of a ghost: wo are so unfortunate as to have rnhu.-i health

and ho fond of our friends without any non-en-e; when we

look ith a dart,look- at them we do not seem to be stal)l)ing Ilieiii with a

or examining ihen with a hypocritical gl.-ince. We don't

know how to droop our heads like a wei'pimr willow, and ap-

pear :juite aifahle merely hv raising it. >o!"

.Ma (li'iiioiselle dt Pen-lIo('l could not lielit lauLdiing at her

niece's performaiire; hut neither the Che\,ilier uor \h^^ Baron

understood'this satire of tlie country ou i'.iris.
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"i?iit tlii^ Mnrqnisp dt- Ifoclirfnl.' i- v^n- handjomo," said

.:. ..1,1 l;i,ly.

•Ms d.;ir." ^aid tlic Kapmr-^^ to 1m r Im-hand. "I happen

lu know that ^hc is i.'Mitiir tii-iiii>rro\v to ii- ('roisi(^; we will

\\.\\'k ilowii there. I should very iiiueli like to meet her."

W liile Calyste \viis raekiti.' hi- l.i'aiii to divine why the door

I r Ir- Touches should luive heen <lose(] in his face, a seone

,\,i- lakinir place hetwccn the two friends which was to have

1:- cihit on the event- id' the morrow. Calyste's letter had

.., n liirili tf) unknown cniotions in Madame de Uochetide's

I,, art. .\ woniaii is not often the oliject of a passion rio

\MUthful, so trnilele-s. -o -iiKere and ahsolute a.s was this

:".v"s. i'eatrix had loviil more than she had heen loved.

.\fter lieiiiL' a slave she felt an unaccuuntahle longinf? to be

i' • tyrant in her turn.

In the midst of her joy. as she read and re-read Calyste'a

! !i,r. a cruel thou^dit i)ierce<l her like a stah. What had

Cilvslc and t'amille lieen about tojrother since Claude Vi-

^riouV de[)arture? If Calyste did not love Cainille, and Ca-

mille knew it, wliat did they do in those lonjr mornint,'ri?

'{ic memory of her hrain insidiously compared tliis remark

,uili all Camille had said. It was as thou<:h a smilinj: devil

!;. Id up before her, as in a mirror, the portrait of her heroic

friend, with certain looks, certain ^>tures. which llnally

I iiliLditened Beatrix. Far from i)eini: Felicite's equal, she

U.I- crushed by her; far from deceiviuL'' Iw^r, it was she who

u,i- deceived; slie herself was but a toy that Camille wanted

!o L'ivo the child she loved witii an e.\traordi:.ary and never

vulirar passion.

To a woman like Beatrix this discovery was a thunderbolt.

>' recalled every detail of the past wei'k. In an instant

'.unille's j)art and her own lay before her in their fullest

'!• vclnjinient ; she saw her-elf ^tran<rcly abased. In the rush

-1 lier jealous hatred she fancied she detected in Camille some

1^'t of revenue on Coiiti. All the events of the past two

\'ars had i)erhaps led up to these two weeks. Once started

vii tile downward slope of suspicious, hyjiotheses, and anger.

.j^'

it
"1

1
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Hnitrix tin' not clitck litrsclf; slip walktfl up nnd down hor

rooms. spiirrtMl \>\ impulses of pa-«ion, or. sifliri;,' down now

uih! auram. tiitil !> make a plan; ^til!. iiiitil llir diniitT-liour

hIic niMaiind a pnv to indi'i ision. and only wrnl down wlii'ii

dnHur wa- MT\til witliout dian^'iii;: her drr*^.

On ^f.itii: till- rnal come in. Camilk' triicsscd cvorythinj.'.

Hwitri.x, in morniti;: dnss, had a cold look and an expression

of re.-er\e. wIik h to an ol>-erver so keen as Camille hetrayed

th<! anini'i-ity of endiittered fei'lin<;s. Camille immediately

left the roi.iii and >rave the order that had so ;.'really aston-

iiihed Calyste; she tlinn;.dit that if the j:iiilele>s lad. with

hirf insane adoration, (ame into the miihlle of the ijuarrel hi'

ini^jht never >ee Ueatri\ a;,'ain, and comproiniM' the future

of his passion hy soine foolish liluntness. She meant to fi<,dit

out this duel of dupery without any witnes-:. liealrix, with

no one to uphold her, must certainly yield. Camille knew

how shallow her soul was, and how mean her pride, to whieh

she had justly given the name of ohstinaey.

The dinner was gloomy. Both the women had too much
spirit and good taste to hav*,' any explanation before the

servants, or when they might listen at the doors. Camille

was gentle and kind; she felt herself so much the superior!

The Manjuise was hard and biting; she knew she was being

fooled like a child. There was. all through flinner, a war-

fare of looks, shrugs, half-spoken word.-., to whieh the servants

could have no clue, but whieh gave warning of a terrible

storm. When they were going upstairs again Camille tnis-

chievously otfered Ueatrix her arm; tlie Manjuise atTected

not to see. and rushed forward alone. As suon as coffee was

served. Madeinoise !e des Touches said to jur servant, *'You

can go." and this as the signal for Italtle.

'•'I'lie romance-; you act out. my dear, .ire rather more

dangerou.- than ihn-e you write." said the Manjuise.

'•'I'hey have, howe er, one great merit," >aid Camille, tak-

ing a cigarette.

'•What is that?" asked Beatrix.

"Tliey a-.e unpublished, my angel."

\i
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''Will tliiit in wliifh y<iii haw pliintn^tl ni«' mako a hook?''

•1 have no ^.'cniiH for the ta.-k of <lviimi>; yoii havf tho

V;' iiii'l hraiity of tlif Sphinx, I kiihw, inii i|o not a.-k rn'- any

rii!illi'»; f-iK'ak out, my dfur l^'airix."'

"U'lK'n, in or'liT to inakf nirn hajipy, to ainii-c them, [jlcasc

ilii III. ili?j)t'l tlii'ir aniioyantTS, we appeal to the (lr\il to lielp

'The men hhime us afterwards for our endiaviir, and ho-

se it to he dictated hy .1 spirit i>f depriMty," >aid ('a-

ille. taking' her ei^'arette from her lips to interrupt her

:.nd.

Tiny fi.r;:t't the love which carried us away, ami wliich

-tiliid our e\<e.-se>— for whither tiiay we riol he <'arried?—
ill ihey arc only playiiij: out their part as iimii. they arc un-

itrful and unjust." said Heatrix. "Women know each

ii.r: they know hnw truly lofty and riohle their attitude

under all circum-tances— nay, 1 may say how virtuous,

•.•^till, Camille, 1 have he;_'un to perceive the truth of eer-

iii ninarks I have heard you com{)lain of. Yes, my dear.

(re i.s somethinf; of the man in you ; you hehave like men;

thin;.' checks you; and if you have not all their merits,

ur mind conducts itself lik»' theirs, and you share their con-

lupt for us women. 1 have no reason to he plea.sed with

11, my dear, and I am too frank to conceal the fact. Xo-

"ly. perhaps, will ever intlict so deep a wound on my heart

that I am now siilferin^' from. 'I'houph you are not al-

ys a woman in love matters, you hecome one a^'ain in re-

!i_'e. Only a woman of j^'enius could have discovered the

:Miciv.>t spot in i>ur delicate sentiments— I am sjH'akinf,' of

.i!y.-te, and of the trickery, my dear, for that is the right

"fd. that you have emjiloyed a.L'ain>t me. How low you have

'i< 11. you. Cainille Maupin: and to what end?"'

"Still and still more the sphinx." ,siid Camille. smiling.

'^'(iu wanted to make mo throw myself at CalysteV head;

;;iii >lill too vo'iiiLT for sucli doi.igs. 'I'o me love is love,

nil its intolerahle je.-ilousy and despotic demands. I am
'I .1 writer; it is not postjible to me to liud ideas in feel-

u .-I

^1
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"You think your.«elf capal)lo of lovin^r foolislilv?" Camillo
askt'd iicr. '-Be (|iiit(" easy, you still liavc all your wits about
you. ^'(lu iiiali,i.ni yoursflf. my drar: you ai'c cold t'uou^^ii

for your head always to rcriiain ^ult^•llu• juil-c of the auhievo-
mcnts of your heart."

This cpi^/raiii l)roui,dit tho color to the ^^an|uiseri face;
she shot a loi.k full of hatred, iiii cnvch.'ine,! \,H,k, at Caniillc;
and at oiicc without sto|)[iiiii: to cIphim' tlimi. lot flv all the
sharpest arrows in her quiver. Cauiille. ^niukinir her cigar-
ette. ]i.>ten(>fl eahuly to this funnu> atlaek, hristlinj,' with
such virulent aliu.-^ iliat it is inijio-Mhle to rcord it. lieatrix,

provoked by her adversai'y's ini|)erlurlia!i!e nianiier. fell bad.
on odious personalities ami .Mademoiselle i\c< Touches' aiie.

"Is that all?"' asked Camille. blowing a cloud of smoke.
"Are you in love with Calvfte?"

"Certainly not."

"So much the better," replied Ci.mille. "T am. and far ton

much for my happiness, lie has. no doubt, a fancy for vou.

You are the loveliest hloiulr in the world, and 1 am as brown
as a mole: you are slim and slender, my ligure is too dip-

niied. In short, you are young; that is the great fact, and
you have not sjiared me. You have made aii abu.-e of your
advantages over me as a wonuin. neither more nor less than
as a comic paper makes an abuse of humor. I have done all in

my power to prevent what is now inevitable," and she rai.sed

her eyes to the ci'iling. ••However little 1 may seem to be

a woman, I still have enough of the woman in me for a rival to

need my help in order to triumph over me !" This cruel speech,

uttered with an air of ])erfect innocence, went to the Mar-
quise's heart. "You must think me a very idiotic person if

you believe all that Calyste tries to make you believe about
me. I am neither lofty nor nu'an ; I am a wonuin. and very

much a woman. Throw off vour airs and give me your hand,"
said Camille, taking possession of Beatrix's hand. •'You do
not lov(> Calyste. tbit is tlie truth— is it imt ^ Then do not
pet in a rage I I'.e stern with him to-morrow, cold and hard,

and he will end by submitting after the scolding I shall give
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tim, for T liavo not xliaii.-tcd tlio rf^^ouroos of nnr arsonal,

after all. plcasur. alwavs iji'ts tlu' licttcr of desire.

iiiit ("alvste is a Hreton.

Ill- a(l<ires-e tell me lio

little count rv-house of nunc at six !ea<:ue?

If he per-ists in paying you

iie-llv. and you fan iro at once to a

from Paris, where1.

\.iU Wl.l find everv coiul'ort, and where Conti can join you.

I f ('alvste slanders me W IV, i:o(ui heavens I The purest

Nive lies si\- times a day: its illusions prove its strength."

'i'liere was a proud co]dne>s in Camille's expression that

made the Maniui^e uneasy and afraid. She did not know

what answer to make.

Camille struck the ilnal hlow.

"I am more trust inir and less hitter than you." she went

on. "I do not ima,LMiie that you intended to hide under re-

eriiuinatiou an attack which would imperil my life: you know

; I should not survive the los- of Calyste. and I must lose

him sooner o^ later. But, indeed. Calystt; loves me, and I

know it."

''Here is his a: swer to a letter from me in which I wrote

ily of you," said Beatrix, holding out Calyste's letter.

Camille took it and read it. As she read, her eyes filled

with tears; she wept, as all women weep in acute suffering.

"Cood (iod I" said she. "lie loves her. Then I must die

without ever having heen understood or loved I"

She sat for some minutes witli her head resting on her

friend's shoulder : her i^ain wa< .'jeiiuuie : she felt in her own

.soul the same terrihle hlow that ]\Iadame du (iuenic had re-

ceived on reading this letter.

"1)0 vou love hiini'"" >aid she. sitting up and looking at

F.-'atrix. "Do vou feel for him that infinite devotion which

iriumiihs over all sniTering. and snrsives scorn, betrayal, even

ihe eerlaintv of never hi'liiir lov(d airain? Do you love him

fur himself, for the v(>ry joy of loving?"

"^ly dearest friend!" said the ^Il!npn^e. much moved.

"Well. l)e content. [ will leave to-nii>rrow.""

"Do not go awav: h(> loves you. I se(> it! And I love

him so well that 1 should he in de.-pair if I saw him miserable

W
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and unhappy. I had dreamod of many things for him ; but

if he loves yon, that is all at an end."

"Yes, Camillo. I love him," said the Marquise with de-

lightful simiiiicity, 1 nt coloring.

"You love liim, . 'id you can resist him I"' cried Camille.

"No, you do not lo\ > him !"

"I do not know what new virtues he has aroused in me,

but he has certainly made me ashamed of myself," said

Beatrix. ''I could wish to be virtuous and free, so as to

have something else to sacrifice to him Ix'sides the remnants

of a heart and di.sgraceful bond::. T will not accept an incom-

plete destiny either for him or for myself."

"Cold brain! it can love and calculate!" cried Camille,

with a sort of horror.

"Whatever you please, but I will not blight his life or be

a stone round his neck, an everlasting regret. As I cannot

be his wife, I will not be bis mistress. He lias—you will not

laugh at me? Xo?—Well, then, lii-^ beautiful love has puri-

fied me.""

Camille gave Beatrix a look—tlie wildest, fiercest look that

ever a jealous woman flung at her rival.

"On that ground," said slie. "1 fancied I stood alone.

Beatrix, that sjieech has ])arted us for ever; we are no longer

friends. \\v are at the beginning of a liideous struggle.

Now. I tell you plainly, you must suciuiiib or fly."

Felicite rushed away into her own room after showing to

Beatrix, who was amazed, a face like au infuriated lioness.

"Are you coming to le Croisic to-morrow!'"' said Camille,

lifting the curtain.

"Certainly." said the Marquise, loftily; "I will not fly

—

nor will I succumb."

"I play with my hand on the table," retorted Camille; "I

shall write to Conti."

Beatrix turned as white as her gauze scarf.

"For each of us life is at stake," replied Beatrix, who did

not know what to decide on.

The violent passions to which this scene had given rise be-
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twccn tho two women subsided during the night. They hoth

iviisoncd with tlieniselves, and emiie back to a reliance on

the perfidious tefiiporizing whirji fascinati's most women

—

III fxoellent system between tlie-ii and men, l)ut a bad one

iiitwecn wonum an<l woman. It was in the mid>t of this

l,i>t storm that MademoiseUe dcs Touches h<'ard the great

v'lice which dominates even tlie bravest. Beatrix listened to

the counsels of worldly wisdom; she feared the cniitcmpt of

society. So Fi'lieite's last masterstroke, weighteil with the

accents of intense jealousy, was jierlVctiy successful, ("a-

Ivste's blunder was remedied, but any fresh mistake might

ruin his hopes for ever.

The month of August was drawing to a close, the sky was

magnificently clear. On the horizon the ocean, like a south-

ern sea, had a hue as of molten silver, and fluttered to the

>lrand in sparkling ripples. A sort of glistening vapor, pro-

liiieed by the sun's rays falling directly on the sand, made

an atmosphere at least e(|ual to that of the tropics. The

suit blossomed into little wliite stars on the surface of the

>alt-pans. The laborious niarshmen, dressed in white on pur-

iHise to defy the heat of the s\m, were at their post by day-

lifeak armed with their long rakes, some leaning against the

liiud-walls dividing the plots, and watching this process of

natural chemistry, familiar to them from their infancy;

others playing with their little ones and wives. Those green

dragons called excise-men smoked their pipes in peace. There

WHS something Oriental in the picture, and certaiidy a Pa-

risian, suddenly dropped there, would not have believed tliat

he was in France.

The Baron and Baroness, who had made a pretext of their

wish to see how the salt-raking was going on. were on the

jetty, admiring the silent scene, where no sound was to be

lieard but the sea moaning with rcirular rhythm, where boats

cut througli I lie water, and the green belt of cultivated land

was all the more lovely in its effect because it is so uncommon
ou the desert shores of the ocean.

-*:
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"Well, my friends. I sliall Iiavo soon tho marshes of Guo-
randc once tiiorc hrtoic I dii'," said the Baron to tho marsh-
nion, who .-tood in j,M-oups at tho fringo of tiie marsh to greet

him.

"As if t!ie (in (Juenics died!" said one of tin men.
At this nioiiicnt the little jiarly from le.- 'i'om hos came

down tho narrow road The .Manjtii.^e hd the \,ay alonr,

Calvste and ('amille foHowcd arm-in-arm. Ab(jut twenty
yards behind them eanie (iasselin.

"'I'horo are my father and mother," said Calysto to Ca-
mille.

Tlio Mar()uiso stojJjM'd. ]\Iadamo du (iuonic folt tho most
vehement repulsion at \\n' si;.dit of Beatrix. thon<;ii slio was
dressed to advanta<,^'. in a liroail-brimmod Loglioru hat trim-

m('(i with l)liR' corntlowers, Ikt hair wnwd hciieaili it : a dn'ss

of gray linen stuff, and a iihie .-ash with hmg ends; in short,

tho garh of a prineess disgui>ed as a shejiherdess.

"She has no heart I" said l'"anny to iierself.

"MademoiseUe," said Calysto to Camillo, "hero aro Madame
du (iuenio and my fatlier."

Tlion lie added to his parents:

"Madomoisolle des Touches and Jfadame )a Marquise de
Koohofido, iirr do Casteran—my father."

Tho Baron ijowod to Mademoiselle des Touclios, who bowed
with an ai' nf liumblo gratitude to tlie Baroness.

"She," lliought Fanny, "really loves my boy; she seems
to bo thanking me for liaving brouglit him into the world."

"You. like mo, are come in see if the yield is good; but
you have more reasons than I for curiosity, madomoisolle,"
said tho Baron to Camillo. "for you have proj)orty hero."

•Madomoisolle is tho richest owner of them all," said one
of tho marshmen ; "and God preserve her, for she is a very
good lady

!"

Tho two parties bowed and went thoir wav.

••You would never suppose Mademoiselle des Touches to

be iMure than thirty." said the good man to his wife. "She
is \' ry handsome. And Calysto prefers ihat jade of a Pa-
risian .Manpiiso to that good daughter of iiritlany ?"

"t'.-
'
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'•Ala?, yes!" said tlio Barom's;;.

A lioat was lying at tho end of tho jptty, thoy pot in, but

rii.t in high spirits. Beatrix was cold and dignified. Ca-

niillc iiad scolded Calyste fur his diMiliidicnee, and explained

',.1 liiiii the position of his love atTair. Calyste, sunk in

L'ldoiny despair, cast eyes at Beatrix, in which love and

i.airi'd struggled for the n])per hand.

N'ui a word was spoken during the short pas.sage from the

i.iiv of (iuerande to the extreme point of I'u. harl)or of le

CniiMc, the spot where the salt is shipped, heiiig brought

i'wu to the shore by women in large earthen pans, which

ih.y carry on their heads, holding them in such a way as to

i.i.ik like caryatides. These women are barefoot, and wvar

li very short skirt. Many of them leave the kerchief that

.nviTs their shoulders to fly loose, and several wear only a

-iiifr. and are the proudest, for the le>s clothes they wear the

i!M)re they display their modest beauties.

The little Danish l)ark was taking in her cargo. Thus

til'' landing of these two beautiful ladies excited tlie curiosity

"f the salt-carriers; and partly to esca])e them, as well as to

!].» Calyste a service, Camille hurried on towards the rocks,

;• iving him with Beatrix. G.sselin lingered at least two

i. aidred yards behind his master.

On the seaward sidi' the jieninsula of le Croisic is fringed

uiih granite rocks so singularly grotes<iue in form that they

..m only be appreciated by travelers who are alile from ex-

ii'TJence to make comparisons between the ditferent grand

-I'ictaclcs of wild nature. The rocks of le Croisic have, per-

i. i|is, the same superiority over other similar scenes that the

n :!d to the Grande Chartreuse is admitted to have over other

', irrow fforses. Xeither the Corsican shore, where the gran-

•i forms very remarkable reefs, nor that of Sardinia, where

iMture has reveled in grand and terrible effects, nor the ba-

-altic formations of northern seas, have (juite -^o distinctive a

iiarat ter. Fancy seems to have disp(^rted itself there in cnd-

'i> •- arabesques, where the most grotescpie shapes mingle or

-land forth. Every form may be seen tiiere. Imngina*^ion

Miay, perhaps, be weary of thi- vast collection of monsters,
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anionfr uhicli. in fnrioiN wciitlicr tlif son nishos in, and ha.-;

at lii>t polished dnwn all the rou;:li cdj.'is.

I'lidcr a natural vault, arched with a holdnes.-i onJv faintly

iniitatcMJ hy liriiiielh'-clii— t'nr the ^^reatest etTorts of art are

hut a timid <()iinteriiart of some work of nature—you will

find a lia>in j)olislie<l like a marltle hath, and strewn with

smooth, fine white sand, in which you may hathe in safety

in four I'cct of tepid water. As you walk on V(ui admire
the cool hull- creeks, under shelter ii{ |if)rticoes rouj,di-ht'wn

hut ^Iately. like those of the I'itti palace—another imitation

of the freaks of naluic. The variety is injinite; nothing' is

lacking,' that the ino.-^t extra vaLrant fancy could invent or

wish for.

There is even a larj^e shruh of hox,* a thin^ so rare on
the shore of the Atlantic that perhaps this is the onlv .speci-

men. This bnx-shruh, the ^^eatest curiosity in le C'roisic,

where trees cannot ^row. is at about a leairue from th(> port,

on the utmost headland of the coast. On one of the promon-
tories forme<l hy the ^q-anite, rising: so hi^di al)ove the sea

that the waves cannot reach it even in the wildi'st storms,

an<l facing the south, the lloods have worn a hollow shelf

ahout four feet deep. lu this cleft, ciiaiice. or perhaps man,
has deposited soil ennujrh to enable a box, sown liv some bird,

to jrrow thick and closely shorn. The irnarled roots would
indicate an aire of at least three hundred years. Below it

the rock falls sheer.

Some shock, of winch the traces are stamped in indelible

characters on this coast, has swept otT the frairments of fjran-

ite I know not whither. The sea comes, without breaking
over any shoals, to the bot.om of lliis clitf. where the water is

more than five lumdred feet deep. On either hand some
reefs, just beneath the surface, form a sort of larjre cirque,
traceable hy the foaminir breakers. It need< some courage
and resolution to climb to the top of tlii-; little Gibraltar;
its cap is almost spherical, and a gust of wind nught carry
till' iiKpiirer into the sea. or. which wouM be worse, on to

• Bnit:. " whenci; (says Balzac) tli.> ivoni /iii/s*,,).'- shrub or bu?l>.
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ilic rocks holow. This friant .-'ritiiifl is V\ko tlic liintern tow-

r- nf old chatcinix. wlit'iicc iiiilcs of country c(Hil<i he sciinnod

iiri'l ;ittaci<s iriiardcd fi<:iiinst : from its licij:lit arc seen llic

-i.Mj.lc and the tliril'ty liclds of Ic Croisic. the sand-liills tliat

threaten to encroadi on the araliK' laml, and wiiich liave in-

vaded the neij^ddiorhood of le i'lour;^' de Hatz. Some old men
'i.clare tliat tliere was. Ion:: a;:o. a ca~tle on tiiis spot. The
-ardirie fislicrs have a name for this iieadland. uliich can bo

-iri froni afar at sea; hut I must he forunveii for liavinir

fnrirotten tliat Breton name, as liard to pronounce as it is to

niiieiidjer.

Calyste led Beatrix towards this hei^dit. whence the view

i- «ii]ierh, and where tlie forms of the jrraiiite surpass all the

-jr]. rises they can have caused aloii^f the ^aiidy margin of the

,-hore.

it is vain to explain why C'amille had hurried on in

frnnt : like a wounde(l animal, she longed for solitude; she

!'i>t herself in the grottoes, reappeared on the boulders, chased
the crabs out of their holes, or discovered them in the very

act of their eccentric behavior. Xot to be inconvenienced
hy her women's skirts, she had jiut on Turkisii trousers with
embroidered frills, a short blouse, and a felt hat ; and, by
'.ii'y of a traveler's stalf, slie carried a riding-whip, for she was
:i!\vays vain of her strength and agility. Thus attired, she
«.i~ a Imndred times handsomer than Beatrix; she had tied

a little red China silk shawl across her bosom and knotted
i- hind, as we wraj) a child. For some little time Beatrix
and Calyste saw her flitting over rocks and rifts like a will-

• I he-wisp, trying to stultify grief by facing ])erils.

She was the first to arrive at the box <'liff, and sat down in

!he <hade of one of the clefts, lost in uK'ditation. What could
-i!'h a woman as she do in old age, after drinking the cu[) of

fame which all great talents, too greedy to sip the dull drib-
'' ts of vanity, drain at one draught ? Sjie has since confes.'^ed

i!:at then and there, one of the coincidences .uggested bv a

i.'ure tritle, iiy one of the accidents which count for nothing
Willi ordinary peojile, though they open a gulf of meditation
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t'l (1 •rri'iit sniil. Iirnni:lit Inr \<< ;i iL'(i»iiiii iis to tlio stranp<^

(Ici'd. whirl) \\.i> ;ifi(T\\;ir(i- llir clu^c of l)rr social career. She

drew out of Inr pockei a Imli' lio.\ in which ^he had i)roiij.'lit,

in ca-e of ihir-1, -ome -trauhcrrv [la.-lillc- : >he ate several:

hut as ^he >ii( ked thetn, -lie could not liel|i rellectiri;; that the

stra\\ herric-. which were no more. \ci li\cd hy their (|iia!ities.

Ileiice she concluded that it iuij:ht he the same with us. The
sea oll'crcd lii'r an imaLie of tlu' iiilluile. .No irreat mind can

fret au;iv from the intinite, ^'rarit iii,u' ihe immortality of the

soul, uiiimut hcini:' hrouirht to infer some reli;:ious future.

'I'hi> idea -till haunted her when she smelt at her scent-bottle

of Kail de I'ortutral.

Her maiio'U\res for h.-indiiiLr I'li'atrix o\-er to Calvste then

struck her a- very -ordid; >he felt the woman die in iter, and

she t'nier>re(l the noi)le anp lie heinj: lutherto veiled in the ilesli.

Her vast intellect, her learninir. her iic(juirenieni.-. her >j)uri-

f)Us love-; had hrouLdit her face to f.ice with what? Who could

have foretold it? With the yearniiit: mother,'the consoler of

the -orrowin;.'—the lioinan Church, ^o mild toward- repent-

anie. >o poetical to poets, so artless with children, so deep and

niy>terious to wild and anxious spirit-, lliat they can for ever

plunue deeper into it and >till sati-fy their inextin^'uisliahle

curiosity, which is coii-ianily exciti'd.

She i:lanced hack at tlie devious ways to which ^he had been

led hv ('aly>tc. comparim: them to the tortuous paths amonj:

the<e rocks. Calystc was >tili in her eyes the lovely inossongcr

from heaven, a divine leader. She smothered, earthly in

sacred loNc.

After walkinjr on for some tiino in silence. C'alysto. at an

e.xclamation from Beatrix at the beauty of the ocean, very dif-

f<'reni from the Mediterranean, could not resist drawinir a

comparison Ix'tween that sea and his love, in its purity and
extent, its a<ritations, its depth, its eternity.

*'lt has a rock for its -hore."' said jieatnv with a lau<rh.

"When you ^^ eak to me in ihat tone." replied he with a

heavenly flash. ""I -ee you and hear you. and 1 can find an an-

fTe!"- patience; inii when 1 am alone, yen would pity' me if

you could fcee me. My motiicr cries over luy grief.''
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•'l,i-ti'n, Ciilystf, this imi-t cuinc to :iii end." >iii(1 the Mar-

ipii-''. >ti'|i[)in;: down on to tln' samly [laili. "I'rrlia|>> uc ari'

]]i>\v in the one propitiou.* spot for ilic nttrranci' of such tilings,

:..r never in my life have I >een mw uiiere nalure was more in

'uii'iiionv with my thoughts. I liaxe .-eeii Italy, ulien- cvery-

liiiiiL' .-peaks of love; I have seeti Su itzerhiiiil, where all is

ln>li am! expressive of true happine-s, laiioriou- liappiness,

V. iiiiv the verduri'. ;he caliu w.-iler-, ihe imo>i phieid nutliiies

.I'-r overpowered hy the siiow-erou iied .\!p^: Imt 1 have -een

iMiihing whicli more truly paint.- the .-eonhing barrenne-s <if

•.]'.} life than this little plain, withered hy sea-gales, corroded

: V -alt mists, where melancholy tillage >t niggles in the face

I the immense ocean and under the hedgerows of lirittany,

.ilieiicc rise the towers of your (iut'raiide.

•Well. Calyste. that i> liealrix. l»o not attach ytuirsclf to

liiat. I love you, hut I will never he your.-, for 1 am con.<eiou9

I'l' my inward desolation. Ah I you can never know how cruel

I Mil to my .-elf when 1 tell you this. Xo. you shall never -ee

'.;ir idol— if I am your idol—stoop: it shall not fall from the

height where you have set it. 1 have now a horror of a pa,s-

,-inti which the world and religion alike repmhati'; I will he

1, Mihled no more, nor will I steal happiness. I shall remain

uiiiv I am; I shall he the .-^andy, unfertih' de-ert, without

'. n'lire or flowers, which lies hefore you."

.\nd if you should ho deserted r" said Calyste.

Then I should go and beg for ni'Tcy. I would humble my-

M If iiefore the man T have siim 'il against, luit I 'vould never

rin the risk of rushing into hajtpiness which I kii;)w would

end."

|-]nd?" cried Calyste.

"Knd." repeated the Marquise, inti^rruptinu'' the rhapsody

inio which her lover was plunging, iiy a tone which reduced

hi in to silence.

This contradiction gave rise in the youth's soul to one of

tho«e wordless rages which are known onlv to thos(> who have

Nived without hope. He and Reatri.x walked on for about

three hundred yards in utter ^ilence, looking neither at the

M'a, nor the rocks, nor the fiehls of le Croisic.
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"1 should make yon so liappy I" siiid Calystp.

''All men lirtMii l>y prornisinj: ii< liaiipint'ss, and thoy Im'-

ijUfatli to us sliaiiif. iIc-itI ioti, disirust. I liave nothing' of

whicli to accuse the man to wlioni I ou^'lit to he faitliful; he

made nie u<> |irniiii-e,- ; I went to him. Ihit tlic only way to

make my fault less is to make it eternal."

"Say at once. ma(hime. that you do not lov(> me I I wiut

love you, kimw hy my.-eit' that love <ioes iidt ar;,'ue, it sees noth-

ing but itself, there is no sacrifice I could not make for it.

Command me, and I will attempt the impossible. The man
who. of old. scorned bis mistress for bavin?.' thrown her glove

to the lions aiul commanding him to rescue it. ilid not love!

He misprized your right to test us, to make sure of our love,

and never to lay down your ariiis but to superhuman nuigna-

niniity. To you I would sacritlee my family, my name, my
future life."

"What an insult lies in that word .sacrifice!" replied she in

a reproachful tone, which made Calyste feel all the folly of his

expression.

Only women who hn-e wliolly, or utter corpiettes, ran take

a word as a fulcrum, and spring to ])rodigio\is heights ; wit and

feeling act on the same lines: but the woman who loves i.s

grieved, the eo(|uotte is contemptuous.

"You are right," said Calyste, dropping two tears, "the

word can on!, be applied to the achievement vou demand of

me."

"Re silent," .said Beatrix, startled by a reply in which for

the first time Calyste really expressed his love. "I have done

wrong enough.—T)o not tempt me."

They had just reached the base of the bo.\ cliff. Calyste

felt intoxicating joys in helping the Manpiise to climb the

rock: she was bent on mounting to the verv top. The poor

boy thought it the height of rapture to support her by the

waist, to feel her slightly trennilous: she needed him! The
unhoped-for joy turned his brain, he saw nothing, he put his

arm round her bod v.

'"Well !" said she with an imnorious look.
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S?-.'f'^'iJ



u

It



HKATinX \m

"Ynii will Tii'Vcr 1m' miin?" hr .i-ki H in a \ni<'i' clinki'd hv \

t.irni in liin Mihm!.

•'Ni'v«'r, my tlfur." eniJ -lu'. "'!'• mhi I i :iii unly •>• H'''iitrix

M (Irt'iirii. Anil i-» lu'f a ilnain -wcet? Wf .-hall kuuw no

Ipiitrrni-s, no ri'j^'rcf'. nn r-'iiriitainr,"

"Ami vnii will ntiini In ( 'mill
?""

'I'lH'it' is no l:rl|i fur il."

••'Ilifn vuii >.|iali never iiinre 1m' any man"-*," cried Calystp,

IliiiLrin;,' lier from liitii witli nia<l violeiii ..

lie listened fur her fall liefnre thniuiiiLr liirn-elf after her.

I.;it he only heard a dull noise, tlie har-li r< iniin.' nf -tiitf. and

I'e iieavy sound nf a Ixxly falling' <iii earth. Iii-tead of tiitn-

l\\\\i: headforemo.-l, Meatri.\ had turned over; -he had fallen

iiitu the lM)\-iree; hut .-he uunhl havi' rolled to the hnttoni

"f till' .-ea ne\erthele-s if her ^^uwii had imi eaiiL'hl <<n a ei>r-

II' r, and, hy teariii;;. elieeked the fnree nt' her fail i>n the liu-h.

Mademoiselle des 'rnnehes, wIhi h; ' .'ilne--ed the -eerie,

."uhl not eall nut. fnr she was a;:ha-l. 'id cniild nnly -i;rnal

to (iasselin to hasten up. Calyste leaned nver. pmmiiied hy a

I'eree sort of eiirio.-ity ; he -aw I'.eatri.x as -he lay. and shiid-

!' red. She .sciiiicd to ho prayiiiL': >lie tlmn^dit -he niii-t die.

-le felt tilt' hox-tri'o f:i\ in<: away. \\ itli tlu' sudden presence of

iiiiml inspired hy love, and the supernatural aL'ility of youth

,n ihe face of dan;:er, lie let himself t\i>\\ n llu' nira- feet nf mck
iiy his nands, clin^'in;: to the mu^rh l;.'es, to the little -lielf.

v.hcrc l.c was in time to rescue the Manpiise hy takiiii: her in

his arms, at the risk of their i)oth fallinir into the >ea. When ho

>au;rht Hcatri.x slit> hecanic unconscious; hut he could dream

iii.it she was his, wholly his, in this aerial hed \\ here they

iiiiL,'ht have to remain a lonjr time, and his first fecliti;,' was an

llll[iulse nf ;,dadness.

"Open your eyes, forjjive me I" said Calyste. "Or we die

t"L'ether."

i)ie?" saiil sh . opening' her eyes, and unscalinu her pale

ti

Cilvste received the word with a kis-;. and then was aware

ijf a spasmodic thrill in the Marquise, which wa» ecstasy to
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him. At that instant (ia--(lin"< nailod «hoos woro aiulihlc

above them. Ciiiiiillc fDllowcd the Breton, and tliev were
anxiously eon-iderin;: the means of savin;: the lovers.

"There is hiit one way, madt'iiioiselh'." said llassclin. "I

t\'ili let myself down; they will iliiiih up on my shoulders, and
you will ^'ive them your hand."'

''And you?" said Oamille.

The man seemed astoni>lied at hein^ held of any account

when lii> youii;,^ master was in dan;:er.

"It will he better to fetch a ladder from le C'roisie," said

Camille.

"She is a knowinp one, she is I" said (lasselin to himself,

as he went oiT. Beatrix, in a feeble voi(>e. be.Lr^ed to be laid on
the ground; she felt faint. Calyste laid her down on the cool

earth between the rock :;nd the box-tree.

"1 saw you, Calyste," said Cainille. "Whether Beatrix dies

or is saved, this must never be anything: but an ai'cident."

"She will hate niel" he cried, his eyes full of tears.

"She will worship you," r ,)lied Camille. "This is an end
to our excursion ; she must !)( carried to les Touches.—What
would have become of you if she had been killed?" she said.

"I should hav(> followed her."

"A.nd your mother?—and," she softly added after a pause,

"and me?"
Calyste stood pale, motionless, and silent, his back a<rainst

the pranite. (iasselin v(>ry soon returned from one of the lit-

tle farnis that lie scattered amonir the field-, runniiiir with a

ladder hi' had borrowed. Heatrix had sotnewliat recovered her

streniTth. When Casselin had fixed the ladder, th.' Manpiise.
helped by (Jasselin. who bei.>-i:e(l Calyste to put Camille's red

shawl round Beatrix under her ,'inn-, and to ui'.e him up the

ends, climbed up to the little j»Iateau. where (ia-elin tool: her

in hi- arm- I'ke ;i child, and e;!r;-'ei! ler i\<"\ -i ' •' -'pore.

"Death T would not say nay to—but pain I" said she in a

Wi m1< vojee to MadeiiKijselle de- Tonehes.

The faintness and -hock froii' >v!iieh l^eatrix was sufTeriuL'

made it nec(^ssary that she should h- eirrii d as far as the farm
wheiicv (jasselin h.-i borrowed \hv huKKr. Caly»tc, GuSocliu,
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,iii(] f^nmillo took ofT siidi LMrncnt? as tlicv fould disponso

\utli. and made a sort of mattress on the ladder, on which

lii.v hud r.eatrix, carrying il likt' a litter. The far-ii-peopl.'

MtTered their bed. (lasselin liurried (df to the >|hi| where the

i.irses were waiting' I'or them, took one. and iVtehed a sur>;eon

fpiin ie Croisie. after nrderin;: the boatmen to come up iho

, nek that lay nearest to the farm, t'alyste. sitting,' on a low

-;uol, answered CamiUe's remarks willi nods and rare mono-

.-vllables, and Madeinoisi'lle dv> Toiiehes was eiiually unoasy

:i- to Heatri.x's condition and C'alysle"s.

.M'ter hein;.' bled, the patient, felt better; she could speak;

.-h.' eonseiUed to <xo in the boat ; and at about five in the after-

iiiK.n they cro.ssed to (Juerande, where the town doctor was

v.iiiinj: for her. The news of the accident had spread in this

dr.-erled and almost uninhabited land willi amazing rapidity.

f'alvsto spout the night at los Touches at the foot of Boa-

irixV bed with Camillo. The doctor promised that by next

morning the Manpiise would suffer from nothing worse than

Mittness. Through Calyste's des|)air a great hapj>iness

!" allied. Tie was at the foot of Beatrix's bed watching her

,i.-leep or waking; he could study her pale face, her lightest

iiiovrments. Camille smiled bitterly as she recognized in the

l.id all the symptoms of a passion such as tinges the soul and

mind of a man by becoming a part of his life at a time when

Tio thonght. no cares eoimteract this torturing mental proc. ss.

Calyste woidd never discern the real woman in Beatrix.

\\n\v guilelessly did the young Breton allow her to read his

nio-t secret sou! I—Why. he fancied she was his, merely l)e-

cause he found himself here, in her room, admiring her in the

Msoi'der of the bed. He watched Beatrix in her slightest

riiovemcnt with raoturous attention: hi- face (>xnro-<ed such

<weet curiosity, his ecstasy was so artlessly betrayed, that there

was a moment when the two women looked at each other with

a smile. As Calyste read in the invalidV fine sea-green eyes

il mixed ex]iression of confusion, love, and amusement, he

bhished and looked away.
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"Did T not ?ay to you. Caiystc. that you men promised ns
happinci^s and ended by tlirowing us over a precipieo!'"

As he heard this little jest, spoken in a chariiun<r tone of
voice, which hel rayed some chan^'e in Beatrix's heart, Calysle
knelt down, took one nf jier moist hands which she allowed
him to hold, and kissed it very suhmissively.

"You have every ri<rht to reject my love for ever." said he,

"and I have no rigiit ever to say a single word to you again."
'•Ah!" cried CamilJe, as slie saw the expression of her

friend's face, and compared it with that slie had seen after
every efTort of diplomacy ; "love unaided will alwavs have more
wit than all the world l»cside.—Take your draugiit, my dear,
and go to sleep."

This evening Hnt i)y C'alyste wl:
, :Mademoiselle des

Touches, who read books on mystical theology, while C'alyste

read liulinnu \hr lir.-t work of Camillc's famous rival, in
which he found the captivating picture of a young man who
loved with idolatry and devotion, with mysterious rapture, and
for his whole lilV—a l)ook of fatal teaching for him I—this

evening left an inefracealle mark on the heart of the unhappy
youth, for Kelicilc at la;~t convinced him that any woman who
was not a monster could <udy be happv and Ihittered iu everv
vanity, by knowitig ber>elf to be the oi)je<t of a crime.
"You would nev( r. never, have thrown me into the seal"

said {)oor C'amille, wiping away a tear.

Towards morning Calyste, ipiite worn out. fell asleep in his

chair. It was now the ^^ar(luises turn to look at the pretty
boy. pal" with agitation and his first love-watch; she heard
him mu, uring words iu bis sleep.

"He loves in bis mtv dream> ^aii I s o CaTuille.

"We must >v\h\ him home to bed." said iM'licite, awaking
him.

No one was alarmed at the du tiuenics": Mademoiselle des
Tcuiches bad wrilii ii a few words to the Baroness.

Calyste dined ai ies Touches next day. ile found Beatrix
up. ]iale. lantruid. and tired. But there w:-: id jiardness now
in her speech or looks. After that evening, which Caraille

r?
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f llnl will) music, sfiitiiiir licivclf ni tlu' piano to allow f'alysto

iw lioldatid prt'ss Bratrix's liainls while tlicv could say iiolhiug

to each other, there was never a storm at les Tourhcs. Feli-

citi' eiiinplctely rtfaci'i] hc-sclf.

Women like Madame de Kochefide, cold, fra^'ile, hard, and

tliin—such women, whose throat shows a form of collar-bone

>iii:.irestive of tlie feline race—have souls as pale and colorless

a- ihrir pale pray or ureen eyo ; to melt them, to vitrify these

lliiits, a tlmnderhoh is needed. To Beatrix this thunderbolt

iiad fallen in Caly^le's ra^re of love and attempt on her life;

it was such a llame as nothing,' ean resist, chan^rinsf the most

-liililiorn nature. Beatrix felt herself softened: pure and
irne love tlooded her s( ul with its soolhin<j la|)pini,f jrlow. She

tleated in a mild ai tender atmosphere of feeiinu' hitherto

unknown, in which she felt ennobled, elevated; >lie had en-

tered into the heaven where, in all ajres, wonuin has dwelt,

111 Brittany. She enjoyed the respectful worship of this boy,

wiiiise hap])iness cost her so little; for a smile, a look, a word

wa-: enouj^di for Calyste. Such value set by feelimr on such

,i ties touched her extrenudy. To this aniri lie soul, the frlove

^!ll' had worn could be more than her whole body was to the

man who oujjht to have adored her. What a contrast

!

What woman could have resisted this persistent idolatry?

S'i.i' was sure of beinir und<'rstood and oiu'yed. If <hv had
iiid Calyste to risk his life for her smallest whim, he would
III it even have paused to think. .\nd lieatrix actjuired an iude-

-i-rihable air of imposinjr di^rnity; she looked at love on its

I'd'tiest side, and sou<iht in it a footinj.', as it were, which

uiiiild enable her to remain, in CalvsteV eyes, the supreme

wninan; she wished her power ovei liiin to be eternal. She

leinutted all the more persistently because she felt herself

Weak.

For a whole week slie played the invalid with ensajring: hy-

I'lierisv. Ifow many times did she walk round and round the

;:r( en lawn that syiread on the (.'ard'ti side of the house, iean-

"' eti ("alyste"< arm, and revivin:: in ("amilli' the torments

>!ie had caused iier duriui: the lirst week of her visit.
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"Well, my dciir, yon arf takin<r liim the (irand Tour!" said
Maclcrnniscllc do 'Pouchfs to the Maniuiso.
One evening', biforc the excursion to le Croisic, the two

women had been di>ciis>in,fr love, and laii<rhin<: over the vari-
ous \vay> in vvhieli m.'ji made tlieir declarations, confessing
that the most skilful, and, of course, therefore tlie least dt"
voted, did not waste time in rtanderin>( through the mazes of
sentimentality, and were right; so that lhu,~e who loved best
Were, at a certain stage, the \v( rst und.
"They set to work as la Fontaine did to get into the Acad-

emy,'" said Caniille.

Jler remark now recalled this conversation to Beatrix's
memory while reproving lier Machiavelian conduct. Madame
de Itochefide had absolute power over Calyste, and could keep
him within the bounds she chosi', reminding him by a look or
a gesture of his horrible violrnct' by the sea>liore.

'

Tlien the
poor martyr's eyes would fill with tears; he was silent, swal-
lowing down his argunji'Uts. his hopes, his griefs, with a hero-
ism that would have tombed jiuy other woman.
Her infernal cocpietting brought him to such desperation

that he came one day to throw himself into Camille's arms and
ask her advice. Beatrix, armed with Calyste's letter, had
picked out the passage in which he said that loving was the
chief happiness, that being loved was second to it. and she had
made use of this axiom to suppress his passion to such a de-
gree of respectful idolatry .,.- she chose to permit. She rev-
eled in having her spirit soothed by the sMcet concert of
praise and adoration which nature suggests to vnuth : and
there is so much art too, though unconscious, so" much inno-
cent seductiveness in .heir cries, their prayers, their exclama-
tions, their af>peals to themselves, in their rca<liness to mort-
gage the future, that Be.-Mrix took care imt i,. answer him.
She had told him she doubted! naj)piii. ~< was not yet in
question, only tb.- pernn'ssion to love that the lad was con-
stantly asking fur. persi>teTvlv bent oti i.ikini: the citadel
from the strongest side—that .o the mind :uu] heart.
The woman who is bravest in word is often weak in action.
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After soping wliat progress ho had made liy hi?; attempt to

;, ;-h Beatrix into the sea. it is straiiire that Calyste should not

;,;i.i' (ontinued the pursuit of liappiness through vioh'nee;

,:! love in theM' Vdung lads is so eestatie and religious that it

!il-l^t^ oil ab:-(iliitt' convielion. Hence its suhliinity.

ll(i\ve\cr. one day Calyste, driven to hay i)y desire, coin-

;. I, lined veheinenily to Cainille of Madaiuo de Roehelide's con-

liU'.'t.

"I wanted to eure you hy enabling you to know her from the

ii-t," replied ^lademoiselle des Touehes, "but you spoilt all

!.. viiur im])etuosity. Ten days since you were her master;

i:ou you are her slave, my poor boy. So you would never be

-;i'iiiig enough to earry out my orders."

"What must I do?"'

i,)uarrel with hi'r on the ground of her cruelty. A woman
i- .ays carried away by talk ; make her treat you badly, and
lie :.ot return to les Touches till she sends for you.''

riiere is a moment in every severe disease when the patient

adepts the most painful remedies, and submits to the most

hiirrihle operations. Calyste was at this crisis, lie took Ca-

iiulle's advice; he stayed at home for two days: hut on the

i! ltd he was tapping at Beatrix's door and telling her that he

;:i!'l Camille were waiting breakfast for her.

•.Vnother chance lost I" said Camille, seeing him sneak back

>" tamely.

I Miring those two days Beatrix had stopped frequently at

"I window whence the Guerandi' road could be seen. When
I iiiiille found her there she said that she was studying the

eilVct of the gorse by the roadside, its golden bloom blazing

umler the September sun. Thu> Camille had read her friend's

Mirct; she had oulv to say the word for Calyste to be happy.

i'.Mt she did not speak it; she was still too much a w.iman to

iirire him to the deed so dreaded by young hearts, who seem

I'^are of all that tneir ideal must lose by it.

i^eatrix kept Camille and Calyste waiting some little time;

t' lie had been any other man, the delay would have seemed

-L'nilicnnt, for the Afaninise's dress sUL'L'(sted her wish to fas-

IP"! ;^|
-.Tf^j '"ff
4*» %\
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cinatc (';ilv-ti' .iml |itrv(?it his ;ili-.ciniii<r liimsclf ii<raiii. Af-

ter lircakt'ii^i she wi'iit |m \\iill< in the ".'ardcii. and I'licliantfil

liiin with jov. ,i> >hc eiichaiitc'! him with Idvc, Iiy cxprcssin;;

her \\\>]i i(> L'o with him apiiii to k'o the s^pot where bhc had

so ni-;irly |Mri-hc'(i.

"Li't lis ^'(1 alone," sail! Calyste in a hroken voice.

"if I refilled." ^aid she, "I miirht '^\vr ymi reason to think

that you were daiipToiis. Alas I as I have tohi you a thou-

sand lime>. I liel' lt to anotlier. and must for ever he his

alone. I chose liim. knowiin,' nothing' of love. The fault

was twornhl. and the |iuni>hment double."

When >\\f sjiiike thus, her eys moist with the rare tears

-sueh women can shed, ("alyste felt a sort of j)ity that coolcil

his furious anhu'; lu' wur-hiped her then as a Madonna. We
imist not expect that ('iircrcnt natures shoidd resemble each

other Ml the e.\pre,-~ion of their feeliiiirs, any more than wo
look for the .-ame fruits from dilferent trees. Beatrix at this

nKiiiieiit wa> lorn in her mind: she he>iiated between hersi'lf

and Calyste; belwecn the world, wliere .-he hoped some dav to

l)e seen a;.'ain. and perlV( t happiiies,- ; between ruininjr herself

finally by a second unpanloni^Me pa^^ioii and social for^qvc-

ness. She wa> be;iinnin^ lo iir-ten without even atfected an-

noyance to the lan;:uap' of blind love; she allowed herself to

he soothed by the uciitli' hands of pitv. .\lreadv, iiianv times,

she had been moved to tears by heariii:^- Calvste promising' her

love en<ui;:ii to make up I'or all she could lo.-e in the eves of the

irld. and nit\ ini;' her for beiin: bound t t such an evil frenius

to a man as false as Coiiti. More than once slu! had not

silenced Calyste when ,she had told him of ihe misery and suf-

ferin<rs that overwhelmed her in Italy when >lie found thai she

did not reiun alone in ContiV heart. Camille had iriven Ca-

lyste more than one lecture on this subjecl. and Calvste had

profited by them.

aid he. "love von whollv ; von will find i n me none o

the triumph- of art, noi- \\],' pleasures derived from seeim: :

crowd iiewildercd bv ihe wonder- of talent ; mv onlv talent in

for loviiij,'- vuu, mv t^nly jovs will be in vours: no woman's ad
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iiiiniiinii will sootn to mo worthy of ronsidoriition
;
y<iu iici'il

;ir no odious rivals. ^Ou arc iMi>iirizc(l : and wherever \ou

,i;i' accepted I desire also to he accepted every day."

She listened to his words wiili a drooping head, allowini;

him to iNi.-s Iter hamls. and confc.->iiiLr to herself sih'iitly l)iit

V. rv readily that siie uas j)erhaps a (iiisunder>tuod anirel.

J am too milch humiliated,'" >he replied; "'my j)as' de[)rivi'S

inc i^i all -eeuritv for the fuliiiv."'

it was a ;rreat day for Calyste when, on reachinfx Ips

I'mik lies at seven in the morlliIlL^ he saw from iietween two
::.'r-e hushes IJeatrix al a vi'iidow. wcarinu' the same straw

iiii tliat she had worn on the day of their excursion. He felt

'jiite dazzled. These small detail> of ])a^^ion make the world

V. ider.

Only I'renchwomeii. perha]is. have the secret of these the-

,!r!cal totiches ; they owe them to their u'raceful wit. of \\ liieli

;ii'y infuse just so much into feeliiiL;- a.- it can bear witlioiit

i'-iiii: its force.

\h I how lifrhtly she leaned on ('alvste"s arm. Thev went
"';! loirether by the fxardcii ^ale Icailin;.'' to the sand-hills. I'.i'a-

ln\ thou^i^ht their wi!dne-s pleasim:: >he -aw the little riirid

j.i ints that urow there with their pink blossoms, and leathered

-. \>ral. with some of the Carthu-ian pinks, which also thrive

M iiarreii sand-, and divided the flower< sii:nificantly with

'.ilvste, to whom these blossoms and leaves were to have an

> ; iiially sinister association.

"We will add a spri^^ of box !" said site with a smile.

She stood for some time waitiniz for the boat on the jetty,

where Calyste told her of his childish ea;,a'rness the day of her

• inival.

'That expedition, which I heard i»f. was the cause of my
-I '• rity that first dav," said she.

Tiirouirhout their walk Madame ile TJocliefide talkeil in the

h.ilf-jestinfr tone of a woman who love-, and with tenderness

:'.'.'\ freedom of manner. Calyste miirht Ik lieve himself loved.

iJiu wh.'U, as thev went along the ntiand under the rocks, and

.- H
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•I'lHii into one of tlio-c protty hays whoro tho wavos haw
thrown up a inarvolous mosaic of tl>c stranpost marhh's. with
which they played like cliiidnii at picking up the iinest speci-

mens—when Calyste, at tho height of intoxication, proijosid
in so many words that they sliouhl lly to Irelaml. she assuim ^l

a dignified and mysterious nir, l)egged to take liis arm, and
went on towards tho cliff she had called her Tarpeian rock.

"My dear fellow," said slie. as they slowly eiimhed the fine

hlock of granite she meant to take u^ her pedestal, "I have not

courage enough to conceal all you are to me. For the last ten
years I have known no h.ippiness to ((.m|>are with that we have
just enjoyed in hunting for >hells among those tide-washeii

rocks, in exchanging pel)hle<. of which I shall have a neckhur
made, more precious in my eyes than if it were composed of

the finest diamonds. I have heen a child again, a little girl

such as I was at thirteen or fourteen, when I was wortiiy of

you. The love I have heen so hapj)y as to inspire you with has
elevated me in my own eyes. Fnderstand this in all it.s magi-
cal meaning. You have made me the proudest, the happiest
of my sc X, and you will live longer in my memory than I prob-
ably shall in yours."

At this moment she had reached the summit of the cliff,

whence the vast ocean was seen spreading on on(> side, and on
the other the Brittany coast with its golden islets, its feudal
towers, and its clumps of gorse. Xever had a woman a finer

stage on which to make a grand avowal.

"nut." she went on, "I am not my own •. T am more firmly
he md by my own act than I was by law. So you are punished
for my misfortune: you must be content to know that we suf-

fer together. Dante never saw Beatrice again. Petrarch
never possessed his Laura. Such disastcis befall none but
great souls.

"Oh! if ever T should be deserted, if T should fall a thou-
sand degrees lower in shame and infamy, if your Beatrix is

cruelly misunderstood by a world that will l)e loathsome to

her. if she should l)e the most despised of women I . . . Then,
beloved cliild," she added, taking his hand, "you will know
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tliiit ^hf is the foroniost nf them all, tliat slic could ri>c to

i;. avfii uilli ynw siijiport. Hut then, uiv friend." she added,

.'.nil a lofty j,'lan(e at liiiu, "wluii you want to throw lior down,

not llli^^ your stroke ; after your love, deatli I"

f'alyste had his arm round her waist ; he clasped her to his

lie.irt. To confirm her tender \vord>. Madame de Hocheiide

-ealed Calyste's forehead with the most chaste and timid kiss.

Tlnri they went down tho path and returned slowly, talking

like two people who perfectly understand and enter into ea(.'h

Miller's minds; she i>elievin^' she had .-ecured peace, he no

'ntiLrer doubtin;,' that he was to he happy—and both deceived.

Calyste hop( d fmm what ("amille had obsi'rved that Conti

M<n]i\ be deli^dited to seize the opportunity of jfivin).' up IJea-

iri.v. The Manpiise on her part abandoned herself to the un-

I 'Ttaiuty of thing's, waiting on chance. Calyste was too deeply

m love and too inj,'enuous to create the chance. They both

T' ached les Touches in the most deli^ditful frame of mind, go-

':;l' in by the irarden gate, of which Calyste had taken the key.

It was now ai)out si.\ o'clock. The intoxicating perfumes,
•'!(• iiiild atmosphere, the golden tones of the evening light

Aire all in harmony with their tt'ndcr mood and talk. Their

-!r|';' were matched and eijual as those of lovers are; their

VI v,.i]i(.nts betrayed the unison of their minds. Such silence

• igned at les Touches that the sound of the opening and
' losing gate echoed distinctly, and must have been heard all

>ver the grounds. As Calyste and iieatrix had said all they

!:nd to say, and their agitating walk had tired them, they came
n >low!\ and without speaking.

Suddenly, as she turned an angle. Beatrix was seized with a

-; ;i>in of horror—tlie infectious dread tliat is cau.<ed by the

-'-'bt of a re])tile, and that chilled Calyste before he saw its

•"•ia>ion. On a bench nnder ;i weeping-ash Conti sat talking
'" Ciiniille Maiipin. Aladame de Rochefide's convulsive into.

• '! trembling was more evident th.in she wished. Calyste

"<\v knew how dear he was to tliis woman who had just built

up the barrier between herself and him. no doubt with a

'lew to securinsx a few davs more fyr coouettinir before over-

leaping it.

Ik
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In Oh,' iii-i;mt n ir;ifri<'iil 'liMiiia in "ndlos jxTspcctivc \va-

ft'lt in each licail.

"Von liid imi <'\|i('(t rill' so •-oon, I ilarc ^ay," said the

artist, otrci'iii;.' litatnx his arm.

The Mannii-c i-ould nut avoid rrliniini-hin;.' <'alv?tc''s arm
and lakiiiu (onu".-. 'rhi> undi^'iuticd tran>ition, sf> inijuT-

ati\i'l\ di iiiaiidid. >o t'nll of oircnco to ti;r hil' r lovo. ua-

too iniK h for ('alysii'. ulio went to tiirou' himself on the

heiiili liv ('amille. afler e.\(lian;:in;.' the most distant ;,M'e('tin^'

witli lii.- rival. Ill' fi 't a hundred eontendinir seusation.s.

On ilixernin;.' iiow mnch Ht'atrix loved him, hi.- iin[)uist' was
to ru.-li at the arli-i and deilare that she was liis; but the

[)oor woman'.- moi'ai eon\ul>ion. lietrayinu' iier sulferinys

—

for she had in thai one moment paid the forfeit of all her

.-in.-—had startled him m) miieh that he remained stupelied,

striekeii. like her, hy relentle>s necessity. These aniaj,n)nistif

im]mlses produced the nio-t violent storm of feelin<f he had
yet known >ince he had lo\ed lleatri.x.

Madame de Hochelide and Coiiti went past the seat where
Caiyste had tliioun iiim>elf hy CamilleV ,-ide; the Marquise
lookinir at her rival with one of tho-e terrible Ihishes bv

which a woman can convey everythini:. She avoided Vn-
iyste's eye. and seemed to listen to t'onti, who was talking

lijzhtly.

"What can they he snyitii:?" asked Calvste of ("'aniille.

"Dear child, you have no idea yet of the terrible hold a

man iias over a woman on the strenL'tii of a dead pas^ion. Bea-
trix could not refu.-e him her hand. He is laiidiiuir at her, no
doubt, over her fresh love alfair: he nu, ...<,.,! it. of course,

from your iiehavior. and the way in which you came in to-

jrether when he >aw yon."

''Ife i« lauLdiin- at her!"' cried the vehement vouth.

"Keep calm." ^aid ('ami lie. ''or you will lose the few chances
that remain to voii. [f h. wouiids I',eatri\ too much in her
vanities, she will trample liim under foot like a worm. F-Jut

he is astute; he will know how to do it deverlv. Ffe will

not suppose tiial liie haughty .Madame lie Kochelide could



RI'ATUIX 2(«

|,o>.>ililv lie f.ll-i- to llilll! Il Wnllld Im' too ba»i' to InVi'

.1 VDim^' man for lii- lir;un\ ! lie will no doiilit sprak

• if Villi to Iht as a ni'i'i' lioy ln'U itclud Ipv tiic notion of pos-

>. --in;,' a Mart|ui>(' and of nilinu' tln' dc-tinit- nf two women.

I'iiiallv. ill' will thundir with tli<' rattliiiir ariilliTV of in-

-ultini: insinuation-. 'I'Ih'Ii r»i'atn\ will ln' i.l(lii:''d to com-
' ii liitii with fal-r drnial-. <d' which he uill lake advantaj^*',

,:id niiiain master of tin- fii'ld."

"Ah I" cried C.iInsIi', "hi' dor-; not love. I .-hoiild leave

:!' r flee. liove demand* a eliuiee renewed tverv miiiutc. eon-

;
rineij every day. The morrow i- tln' ju^titieation of yi.':^-

ii rday. and ineicases our hoard of joys.— .\ few days later.

.I'ld he would not have found us lure. What lirou;:lit him

I. ,t.
!<:-•'

•.\ journali-l's taunt." ^aid < 'amiile. '"'riie npera on wIiosl'

-uieess he had couiiii'd i- a failure ;i dead failure. Thi'se

. .'I'd- .-poken in the ureeiirooiii, [lerhap- h}' ('laude \'i;^non.

'Ii is hard to lf)-e your re|iulatioii and your mi>tre-s both

;it once I' i-tunj: liiin. no doiilil. in all hi> vanities. Love

ii,i-ed oil mean sentiments is nieniless.

"I questioned him: lnii who can iru.-t so false anil de-

r. itful a nature? He seemed wearv n( jioverty and of love,

'!. -misted with life. He reLrrethd havimr eonneeted himself

-1 publielv with the Mari|ui.-e. and in .-peakinj,' of their past

;!ap[iiness fell into a strain of poetic melancholy rather t<i()

'leirant to ho irenuine. lie hoped, no douht. to extract the

-'(•ret of vour love from the jov hi- llaitery mur-t L'ive me."

"Well?" said Calyste. lookiiiL'' at Ueatri.x and Ci.nti reiurn-

•i_', and listening.' no lonpr lo Camilie.

Camillc had prudent Iv kejit on the defeii-ive: >!ie had not

i" irryed either ('alv-te"s secret or I'.eatri.x'-. The arti<t was

.: man to dupe an\ one in the world, and Mademoj-elle i]qs

T'liiches warned ('aly>te to he mi his iruard with him.

"Mv dear child." -aid -lie. "ihi- is for you the most critical

ni'Pinent : such prudence and -kill are needed as you have

not. and von will he fooled hv the most cunning man on

carlh : for 1 can do no more fur vou."

:{i
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A lull aniKiunci'd tlmt dinmr was served. Tonti nfTi'r<(l

his arni to Cainillc. IVatrix tiK.k that of ("alyute. Caniillc

let the Mnnini'..' lead tlic way; -lie hud a motncnt to look

at Calystc and enjoin pnideruc hy putiiti^' her fin^'er to lier

lip.-'.

All thronjrh dinner Conti \vi\< in the liijrhpst spirits. Thi-i

was perhaps a way of jrau^rinj; Madann' do Roehefidc, who
n!.iy( d h. r part hadly. A- a coijiHtlf -lie [niirht have de-

ceived Cdiiti: hut, l)ein;; serioii>-ly in love, she hetraved her-

self. The wily nuNieian, far fmni watehiii;.' Imt. seeriwd not

to ohserve her emt)arrassnient. .\l de-Mrt he hepm talking'

of women and eryin<: np thiir nohle feelinirs.

''A Woman who unuld lii -eit !i> in pro>peritv will sacrifice

«'Verythin<.' to u,« in adver.-ity," -aid lie '"WoMien have the

advantaL^' of men in constancy; a woman must he deeplv

offended, indeed, to throw over a fir-t lover; she elin<rs to

him as lo her honor; n second love is a dis^'racc " and so

forth.

He was astoundin^dy moral; he hurnt incense hefore the

altar on whicii a heart was hleedin^^ pierced hv a thousand
stahs. Only Camille and Beatrix understood tin- virulence

of the acrid satire he poured out in the form of praises.

Now and airain tluy ixith colotvd. hut they were ohliged to

control themselves; iliey went up to t'amill"'s sittin;'-.'0< ,

arm-in-arm, and with one consent pas,-ed throutrh the larper

drawiiij:-room. where there were no lights, and they could ex-

change a few words.

"i cannot endure to let Conti walk over mv prostra*o hodv.

to give him a right over me." said Beatrix in an undertone.

"Tlie convict on the nulks is always at tlie mercy of the man
he is chained to. I am lost I I must go ha( k to the hulks

of love!—And it is you who have sent iiie hack. .\h. you
made him come a day too late—or too soon. I rocognizo

your infernal gift of romance. Yes, the revenge is complete,

the climax perfect."

"I could threaten you that T won'd write to Conti, hut

as to doing it I— I am incafialiic of >uc!i a thing!" cried Ca-

X uu ui'c iiiioLTULiic, o'j 1 i.ur^i\c you.T^.-.U..

Jf
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"What will lirconii' of Calssir!'" saiij tlii' Mar(jui!«>, with

iln' r\i|iiisiio artl<'»>in'ss of vatii'v.

"'I'licri is ('(iiiti taking' you away?" iri'' Camilla.

"All I you cxiM'ct to triiirii|ili ?'" n'tortc*; Mratrix.

'i'hf Man|iii>f i>[>nki' tin- liitlcoiH wopU with ra^.'' . Ikt beau-

tiful ft'aturrs distorted, wliile Caiuilji' Iri'd t" loneeal lier

_' |i|lle-s under an a--UIIied e\|ire-.i(in nf nt-Tet ; hul the

li^rht in her eyt's pive the lie to the ^nivity of Ikt face, and
ileatnx eould see tiir()u;:h the iiia>k I Whin ihe\ ^aw each.

'linr hy t'andleli),dit, sitting on the divan uhere during? the

: i-t three weeks so many coniediei. had heen played out. where

!
! .-eeret tra;,'edy of so many thwarted passions had had

I- iie;_Mtniin;:. the two women studied each other for the last

tune; they saw that thi'y were divided hy a deep fi\i\l of
' .li rrd,

"1 leave you Calyste," said iV'airix. soein;,' her rival's

ives. "liul 1 am tixed in his heart, and no wcunan will

iiii>t me."

Camille retorted by (luotinj:, in a tone of subtle irony

uliieh stun^' the Manpiise to the ijuick, the famous speech
!' Mazarin's niece to Fiouis XIV.: "You reitjn, you love

liiiii. and yoii are goin^'!"

XeitluT of them throuj^hout this scene, which was a stormy

•i!''. noticed the absence of <'alyste and C'onti. The artist

hid remained at table with his ii\:!!, d-sinni: him t :• ! • cp

li'iii company, and finish a bottle of cham|mgne.

"We have something to say to each other," said Conti, to

aniieipate any refusal.

In the position in which they stood to each other, the young
!'>r( ton was obliged to obey the behest.

"My dear boy," said the singer in a soothing voice when
' iiv>te had drunk two glasses of wine, "'wc are a couple of

-•Hid fellows; we may be frank with each other. I did not

line here because I was suspicious. Beatrix loves me." And
iie assumed a fatuous air. "For my part. T love her no
loritrer; I have come, not to carry her off. but to break with

litT and leave her the credit of the rupture. You are young;

- .11
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you fio not kii'iw Imw nccrssiirv it is to xiin the victim vrhon

Vdll t'"cl tilJII \nii ;iri' lilt' f\ci'lui(iIH'r. \'iiui!_;' llicll spolll

tire aii'l tlanu'. tli^y iiiai^f a parailr <
1' lliniwin;^- omt a woman,

tiicv (il'iiii >((i'-ii luT and make her lialc llicni: hut a wi^r

niai) ircts hiiii>clf (iisiiii>>fil, and put.- (Ui a laiiniliatcd e.x-

p^(^^i<ln wliidi leaves tlic lady snnic icyrcts and a sweet --ense

of su|iei'i(ii-if. 'I'lie di-pli'a-iire df ilie di\initv is not ir-

reinedialile, while alulicatinn i- pa-t all reparatinn.

"^'ou, happily t'er \<>\\. dn iioi yei know liow our liv(s

iriay he hanipeied hy i he .-eii~rle-s pi'iiniis>-s whi<'h women
are sueh I'^mIs a.- io a<ifpt, when -allauu-y reipiires us to

(ie ,-u(h -lip-knuis to diverl ihe idlf iiunr- ei' ]i.ippini>s. The
pair thill >ui ir eicrnal iiddiiy. .\ man ha- ^.lm• adventure
with a woman— lie di>es not fail to a.-sure her politely that
he hopes to live and die with her: he preteiui.- to he impa-
liiiitlv aw.iiiiiiL'- the ileinise of a tiu.-haiiii while eariiesilv wish-
in^' him oert'eet health. If the Inishand -liouid die. thero
are woiiii !i '!o\ incial or so tenaeiou.- o .-iliv or >o wilv.

as to rii^li on the man. eryiiiLT. "I am free— here I am
""Not one of lis i., free. The .-peni hall reroiis ami falls

into ihe mid-i (d' onr he-t-planneil triumph or happint's?.

'T t'or-e-;iw thai yoii would love i'.eatrix; I le*"" hor in a
situation in uhieh she mii-t need tliri with von without ah-
dicatiiiLr her .-acred maje-iy. wtTv it oiilv to anno\- that an^el.
Camille Manpin. Well, my dear fellow, love her: you will
lie doimr mc a service. I (uily want her to hehave atrociously
to nio. I dread her pride and her virtue.— I'erhaps. in spito
of uoodwili on my side, some timo will he reipiired for this
niano'uvre. On sueh occasions the one wlio doe- not take the
fir>i -tep uiii-. Just n(nr. as we walked round the hnvu. I

tried to teli hor that I knew all. and wished her ioy of her
hapoiiie-s. Well, she >vas verv ancrv.

"I. at this moment, am in love with the youiiirest of our
siri'ri'r--. Mademois,>l|c Falcon, of tlH> Onera. and T want to
marrv her, '^'es. 1 have uoi so far as that ' Rnt when von
COM • to Cnris. you will say I have o.\C'han>,vd a Manpiiso for
a c^uecu

!"'
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.Tiiv .-lied it? plorv on Calystc's caiKliil face; ho conft'^sed

:,> !)V('; this was all that Conti waiitfil.

'I'licri.' is not a man in tin' wurM. huwcviT hlii.^r. howtn'cr

.i.jUMVfih whose l(i\e (lot'S uui icsivi' a> sixin as it is threat-

. !
( '1 i)\- a rival. We may \\i-!i lo lie vi] i>( a wiiniaii; we

:
' nut wish that she rliduhl throw i:- '<:.•. \\'\'<-}\ lovers have

I line to this extremity, men ami w pu n alike irv o !)( tirst

M liii' field, so cruel is the woiiiid I I'l ir -eil'-re-ijeet. I'er-

:..!|i> what is at stake is all that Soi . <\ im- ihiieui into that

;'.flin_r; it is indt'ed less a matter of .-i !i-tv-j)eet than of

!:f'' it.-elf. the whole future is in the l)alanee: we feel as if we
A. IV losinir not the interot, Itiii the capiial.

( ,ily>te, eross-e.\a mined hy the artist, related all that had

i,;i|ipened durinjf these thr»-e weeks at les Touches, and was de-

!^::!ited with Conti, who concealed his rage under a Bcmldance
'1' iK'iightful good-nature.

"Let us go uj)staii>,"' said he. "Women are not trustful;

•;• V will not understand how we can have sat together for

-' long without clutching at each other's hair; they might

'*'iiie down to listen.— 1 will do .ill 1 can for you. my dear

inld. 1 will he odious, rude, an.d jealous with the Mar-

i:.!-e; 1 \\i[\ constantly suspect her of deeeivimx me—there

- nothing more certain to lead a woman to a hetrayal; you
' .il lie happy, and I shall i)e free. You. this evening, must
,— ui'.ie the })art of a disconcerted lover; I shall play the

-!i-picious and jealous man. I'ity the angel for her enthral-

in' iit to a man without fine feelings—weep I You can weep,

. lu are young. I. alas, can no lunger weep; it is a great

;!'i\antage lost."

<',ilyste and C'onti went upi»tairs. The ni' .dcian, requested

• -ing hy liis young rival, chose the greatest test known to

' 'i-ical executants, the famous "I'rin chc spunti Vaurora,"

•:ii(h Ridiini himself never attempts without a qualm, and
!; which Conti had often triumphed. Xever had he been

!:.iire Vvonderful than at this moment when so many feelings

vv'i-e seething in his hreast. Calvste was in ecstasies. At
lu' lirst note of the cavatina the singer tired a glance at the

I A III
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Miiniuisc which <^nyo cnicl >^ij.niificanco to tho word*, and
wiiich was inidcrstood. Caiiiillc, playiriLT tlif acidinpanimonf,
gucs?pd that it was a (onniiand that iiiadi' 15(''atrix how hor
head. Slic hxik.d at Calystt'. and Mispccicd tliat the hoy had
fallen into some >Tiarc in spile of her warniiiL's. She was cer-

tain of it when the youlh uvnt <,deefully to hid Beatrix good-
night, kissing her hand and pressing it with a little knowing
and eonfident look.

By the time Calyste had reached Ciuerande the ladies' maid
and servants v.> re packing Conti's traveling carriage; and
"Ix'forc the dawn." as he had sung, he had carried off Beatrix,

with Cainillc's horses, as far as the first i)osiing-house.

I'nder cover of the darkne>s. Madame dc Kochefide was ahio

to look hack at (uicrande, whose tower, white in the dav-
hreak, stood out in the gray light. She gave herself up to

melancholy, for she was leaving there one of the fairest flowers

of lift— love such as the purest girls may dream of. Re-
spect of jHTsons was crushing the only true love this woman
had ever known, or could ever know, in all her life. The
woman of the world was ol.eying the' laws of the world, sac-

rificing love to appearances, as some wonn n sacrifice it to

religion or to duty. From this point <>f viev,-, this terrible

story is that of many women.
Next day. at ahout noon. Calyste arrived at les Touches.

When he reached the turn iti the road whence, yesterday, he
had seen Ueatrix at the window, he caught sig!u of Camille.
who hurried out to meet him. At the bottom of the stairs

she said this cruel word:
"(ione I"

"Beatrix?" cried Talyste. stnnned.

"Yon were duped by Conti. You toid me nothing; I

could do nothintr.*'

She led the ))oor hoy to her little drawing-room ; he sank
on the divan in the place where he had so often seen the

Marquise, and melted into tears. Felicite said nothing: she
smoked her hookah, knowing that nothing can stem the first

rush of such sulfering, which is always deaf and speechless.

I
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r, lis •;(('. since tlicrc \v;i;^ iioihiii^' to he durio. stayed there nil

i! i\ ill a state of utter ti)r|Me ,Iii>t Ix'fcre diiiiur. Caiiiillo

;:-'r(l to say a few woinis to In .1, after lje;:,iriii;.' that iie would

i-irn to her.

'.My dear hoy," said she. "you have heeii the cause to me
• <\ iuten-e sufferin^^ and I have not. as you have, a fair future

i iV in wliieh to recover. To me the earth ha> no further

.-i>rin;.''time, the soul no further love. 80 I. to find comfort,

imisr look higher.

Jlcre. the day heforo Beatrix came, T painted her ])ortrait

;

I wouhl not darken it, you would have thou^dit that 1 was

ji al(jus. Now, listen to the truth. Madame di' Uochetido

;:- as far as possible from heiui: worthy of you. The display

"f her fall was not neces.sary, l>ut she would have ijccn nol)ody

l>ut for that scandal; she made it on purpose to have a part

111 play. She is one of those womm who prefer the parade

t'l' wron;;doin^' to the calm jieat'c of happiness; they affront

Sncifty to wring from it the evil gift of a slander; they must
lie talki'd aliout, at whatever cost. She was eaten up by van-

ity. Iler fortune and wii had not availed to give iier the

!'• lainine dominion which ^hc had tried to ciuiquer liy pre-

-;iling over a salon: she had fancied that she could at'liieve

\\u- celebrity of the Duchesse de Ijungeais and the X'ii-omt-

.-r-e de Beauseaut ; but the world is just, it hestows the

h'luors of its interest only on genuine passion.

Ifer tliglit was not justified liy any ol)siac!es. Damocles'

-uurd did not hang glittering (/ver iier festivities; and be-

- di's, in Paris, those who love truly and sincerely may easily

i 1- happy in a quiet way. In short, if she could lie tender

aii'l loving, she would not have gone off last night with Conti."

Camille talked for a long time, and very elo(iuently. but

sliis last effort was in vain; she ceased on seeing a shrug.

Iv which Calyste conveyed his entire belief in Beatrix, and she

iii-isted on his coming down and silting with her at dinner,

fiT he found it impossible to eat.

It is only while we are verv younir that these spasmodic

symptoms occur. At a later period the organs have formed

14
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hahits. ,111(1 a re. as it were. Iiardcncfl. Tho roartion of tli

iiKiral ~y-' tn mh ilir |ihysical is n.'vcr -irorifr cnouirh to in-

iilnr." unless the coiistitutinn prfscrvcs it- ori"-

A man can rcsi-i a violent ,L:ricf which kills

fltice nior;

inal (leli(;ir\.

a youth. |e-s hccaii>e liis feelin,L'-s are not so sironir. tl

l)t'can>e Mi- or;:an- are stron-cr. Mafiemoix'He i]c> Tone
was imlecil alai'nieil from the liist hv Calvsti calm
si-rned attitmh' after the iii>t tloo.l of tears. Before 1

and

inn

he.

n-

the lioii". he h 'Jii'il (( >e(

his fii

eavmi:

I'x'atri.x's room once more, and hid
ice in the pillow on which iiers had rested.

IlL- t'olh

lea\iiii: her. -iink ii

li'l he. sliakiiiir hands with t'amille an.il

1 ini'iancliolv.

II e retnri ed heme, found i he u-iial j)art\ eniraixed in play
inj,-- tnuiKin'. and >at hy his mother all the even
f'lire. the Chevalier dii lialua. and Ma

ini: The
ilemoi.selle de I'en-ll

all knew of Mail.ime de Kochelid<'"s departure, and were all

^dad. ('a!y-te would now come hack to them, and they all

watched, almost iiy stealth, seeing- that he was silent. Xo-
hndv in that old hou-e could conceive of all that this death
o f a tirsi love must he to a heart

Ivste's.

as true and artless as Ci

For some days Calystt

would \\aniler round tlu' "rass-

wont roirularly to les Touches; he
plot where h<' had sonietiints

1 went as far as
walked arm-in-arm with Beatrix. He oftei

le Croi.-ic, and elimhed the rock whence he had tried U
throw her into the sea: he would sit for hours !

the hox-shrid). for by exaniiniiiu' tl

rock he had learnt to elinih up ami down the face (d' it

solitary expeditions, his silence, and h
last made his mother uneasv. At the en
while the

urs leanint: <'ii

le projcctionr- on the riven

is lack of afipetite at

of a fortni'dil.
se proceed in,L!-s lasted—a ,i:ood .leal like those of a

ammal in its ca,;:e. and the despairin.ir lover's ea
adopt la Kontain* 's phra;

step, illuminaterl hv the eve-" of Bca

n

.^e was, to
('. '•'the s;ints honored hv the foot-

]on<rer cross the little inlet : lie had

trix—Calvstc co uld no

drair himself as far on the (iiierande road as th

onlv -treiiLrth enouirh t<

he had sron I Beatrix a t tl

e spot whence
le window.
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Tilt' f.iiiiily. irliid at the ilriKirii::;_' of "llif Parisians." to

,

.•
I hi' [iniviiicial phrase, (lisccrin'il imthin^' ()iiiin(iii> or sickly

!' Calv-ti'. Till' two old inaiils and the cun'', foUowiiif,' up

•j,.!!- |ih-in. had kept Charlotti' dc Kor^MroiR't. who. in tlu-

' mil;:, made cyos at Calystf. and u(^t nothin^r jq return

,; .id\ ice as to hor ^-anic of in'jtirhi'. All tlirou<,di the cvcn-

!!_' Calystt' would sit between his mother and his provincial

:',iiicee. under the eye of the lure and of <'harlotte"s auni.

'f». on tln'ir way home, would <oiumtnt on his ;.'reater or

-- ilejection. They took the uiihappy boyV i-idill'ereiice for

:,, jiiiocenee in their plan-.

• i.'ic (veniniT. when Calyste. heinj,' tired, had frone early

I'l hcd, the players all left their cards on the table, and looked

,!i . ach other as the youn^' man fiiut his bedroom door. They
: id listened anxiously to his footsteps.

"Somethin^f ails Calyste," said the Baroness, wiping' her

Tliere is nothiny the matter with him." replied Made-

iii'iiselle de Pen-Hotd ; '"we must isvi him married as soon

;i- may be."

|io you think that will divert him?" said tlie Chevalier.

Charlotte looked sternly at .Monsieur du Hali^a. whom ^he

iliiiu<.du in very bad taste this evenin;:, immoral, depraved,

irn li<rious, aial quite ridiculous with li - doir, in spite of her

iniiit. who always took the old sailor's part.

To-morrow mornirifr I will lecture < 'nlyste,"' said the

iMfon, whom they had thou|:ht asleep; "I do not want to jro

"•^ of this world without having seen my LTindsort. a little

j'iiik-and-white du Cuenie, with a Breton hood on in his

rnidle."

"lie never .speaks a word," said old /ephirine, "no one

.rp'ws what ails him ; he never ate less in his life; wdiat doc-

!i: live on? If he eats at les Touches, the devil's cookery
''

' - him no good."

"He is in love." said the Chevalier. protr«'rin<r thLs opinion

'•villi extreme timidity.

"Now, theu, old dotard, you have not put into the pool,"
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=n\(} AfMrlcmoi-clli' ill' Pen- Floe]. ''Wbon yon aro thinkinjr

of yniir ynimrr (i,iy>. you forpjct fvcrvthint,' cl.-c.""

"Coiiic to hrcakl'iist with us to-morrow morning," said old

Zephirinc to ( li.irlfjttc and Jaaiudine; "my brother will talk

to his >()ii, and we will settle everything. One nail drives

out .motlicr."

"Not in a Breton," said the Chevalier.

The iie\i irioniing Calyste saw Charlotte arrive, dressed

with unu.-nal care, though it was still early, just as his fath.T

had ended giving liini, in tlie dining-room, a diseourse on
matrimony, to wliieh the lad could find nothing to say. lie

knew how ignorant liis aunt, his father, and his mother were,

aiul al" their friends; he was gathering tlu' fruits of knowl-
edge; iie found hims( !f isolated, no longer sju-aking the lan-

guage of the household. So he only begged a few days' res-

pite, and his father rubbed bis hands with joy, and gave new
life to the Haroness by wlii>pering the good news in her ear.

Brc.ikfa.-t was a cheerful meal. Charlotte, to whom the

Baron had given a wink, v.as in high spirits. A rumor
filtered through 'ia-.-cliii. by wliidi all the town knew that

the du (iuenics and the Ki'rganiui'ts had eome to an under-
standim:. After breakfast Calyste went out of the hall by
the steps on the garden side, and wa> followed by Charlotte;
he offered her liis arm. and led her to the arbor at the bottom
of the garden. The old folks, standi!:g at the window, looked

at them with a sort of pathos. Char'olte lookvd back at the

pretty house, somewhat ui -asy at her companion's silenee,

and took advantage of their j)resence to begin the conversa-

tion by saying to Calyste, "They are watching us!"
"They cannot hear us," he replied.

"No, but they can see us."

"Let us sit down." said Calyste gently, as he took her band.

"Is it true that your banner once floated from that twisted ,

pillar!'"' asked Charlotte, looking at the house as if it were

her own. "It would look well there!—How bappv one might
lie liere! '^'r)u uiH make some alterations in the arransremeiit

oi your house, will you not, Calyste?"
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''T shall hnvp no time for it, my dciir rimrlotto." said the

v.'un;_' man, takiiii,' her hands and ki-siiiLr them. "I will tell

M.u inv secret. I love i. woman whom you liave seen, and wlio

iovr> me—love her too well to make any other unman lia|ipy;

;iiid I know that from our infancy you and I have always been

iiiiiuded to marry."

"I'.ut she is married, ("alyste." said Charlotte.

"1 will wait," said the hoy.

•.\nd so will I," said Charlotte, her eyes full of tears.

"Vou cannot love tliat woman for lon^'; she has gone off

uiih a siiiger, they say. . .
."

"Marry some one eLse, my dear Charlotte," said Calyste.

"Hith such a fortune as your aunt has to leave you, which

I- enormous in Brittany, you can find a iiettrr match than

I Vol! will find a man with a title.— I have not brought

\:>\\ out here to tell you what you already know, but to en-

rnal you in the name of our long friendship to take the mat-

ii r upon yourself and to refuse me. Say that you can have

i; 'thing to say to a man whose heart is not free, and my
]
;i->ion will at least have been so far .-Jcrviceable that I shall

li.ivc done you no wrong. You cannot think how life weighs

upon me! 1 cannot endure any struggle, I am as weak as

;i hodv deserted by its soul, by the very element of life. But

for the grief that my death wo\dd lie to my mother and my
mint, I should have thrown myself into the sea ere now, and

i have never gone to the rocks of le Croisie since the tlay

uhcn the temjitation itegan to Ih" irresistible.—Say nothing of

I his.—Charlotte, farewell
!"

He took the girl's head in his hands, kissed her haii, went

lUt of the path under the gable, and made his escape to

Canulle's, where he remained till midnight.

On returning at about one in the morning, he found his

mother busy with her tai)estry, waiting for him. He crept in

- )lilv, took her hand, and asked:

"Is Charlotte gone?"

"She is going to-morrow with her aunt; thev are both in

despair.—Come to Ireland, my Calyste," sIk,' added.

ri\
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'How :iiany iiiifs have I drfaiiicd of llviny thithor!
BiUil hi

'"liciilly I" fxclairiicrl the Baroness.

"With I'.rntrix." he adili'd.

.Sell: il.i\~ af't.T ('h.irloltcV departure, Palvite was walk-
111;; iiil lllc ( lii'valicf (

dou 1

hi IIal,L:a I'll the Mall, and lie i-at

ilou 11 Ml tlic .-nil on a heiicli wlieiu iil<(• Ills e\i' eoiild (•iiiniMan

the wiinji- land-ra|>e. from the weather-cocks of 1 es I oiielie'

to the -I oai- inarkei

dance alio\c the reef

1 out hy the foaiiiiii:; hreakers \\h leli

It hi'di tale. Calv.- te was thill am
pah', his stren-lh wa- diiiiinisliin^'. lie was he<iiiuiii!^' to ha\e
little periodi.-al shiveriiij: tits, syinptoiiialie of fever. His
eyes, with dark marks round them, had the iiard ^ditter

which a lixed idea uill i:i\c to huielv per.-oiis, or wh
anlo r of the siru>:-;:lc impart.- to the hold leaders of tl

ioh til'

le civil

izatioti ot our ai

Wlio

Tl ic ( hevalier was the only person with
III lie sometimes .xchan^M'd his ideas; he had discerned

this old man an apostle of his relij,non, and found i

the t

in

11 him
race.- ot a iiever-dviiii: lov<

"lla\e you lo\ed many women in your life?" he asked,
the second lime that he and the old navy man sailed in cum-
pany. as the Captain called it. up and down the Mall.

'Olllv nlli

*\V

the I'ajitain.

as she frei

'No." said the ("hevalier. "Ah. I suffered much ! Hhv
was my hesi friend's wife—niv

loved each other so much I"

patron's, my cluof's; but we

'She htved vou, then .'

'Passionately," replied du llalga, with unwonted vehe-
mence.

".And you wvro happy?"
"Till her death. She died at the aire of fortv-nine, an

^nii<rree at Saint- Petershnrt:: the climate killed her. She
must he very cold in her eotrin ! I have (d'ten thouijht of

^'oin<: to l)rin<r her away and lav her in our lieloved Brittany,
near me ! But she rests in my heart I"

The Chevalier wiped las eyes; Calyste look his hands and
presoeJ iheiu.

11
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"T rlinp to that dop innro than in my life." said ho. point-

ii)_' to Thishc. "Tliat little onaturc i> in cvitv jiartioular

f\;i(t!y like the dotj she used to fondle with Iht l)ca\itiful

hiin'-. i'nd to take on her knees. 1 never look at Thisbo

\uilii lit seeinjr Madame de Kerirarouet's hands."

"Have yoM seen .Madame de K(jehcllde?'' aski'd Calyste.

'.\o," replied du llalga. "it i.s fifty-eiLdit year- now since

i Ni.ikcd at a woman, e.xeeptimr your miither: there is some-

tlniijr in her coloring that is like the AdniiralV wife."

'['liiie days later the Chevalier said tu <'alystc as they met

(111 the Mall:

"My hoy, all I have in the world i>? a hundred and eighty

Imiis. When yon know where to find Madame de Kochefide.

ri.iiie and ask me for them, to go to see her."

Calyste thanked the old man. whose life he envied. But

• \,i\ by day hi' became more morose; he seetiieil to care for

h.n i.ne ; he was gentle and kind only to his mother. The

r.anmess watched the i)rogress of this luiinia with increasing

;iiiviety: she alone, t)y much entreaty, could jiersuade Calyste

I.I take some nourishment.

liv the beginning of October the young fellow could no

luii^'er walk on the Mall with the Chevalier, who came in vain

I') ask him out with an old man's attempt* at eoa.xing.

\Ve will talk about Madame de Kochefide." said he. "I

v.iil tell you the history of my first adventure.—Your son

!.-; very ill," said he to the Baroness, on the day when his

iiii-'ency proved useless.

• 'alyste replied to all who que.- nod him that he was per-

f-ctly well, and. like all melancholy youths, relished the no-

tifiii of death: hut he never left the house now: he sat in

!iie garden on th(! seat, warming himself in the pale, mild

.iiitinin sunshine, alone with his thoughts, and avoiding all

ronipany.

After the day when Calyste no longer went to call on her,

i'elicite begged the cure of (lueraiide to i:< to see her. The

Abbe Grimont's regdlarity in going to Ics Touches almost
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cvcrv rnorninjr. ;infl diriin;.' iIhti' from titiio to tiino. boramc
thf news of 111.- III. , till lit ; it \v:is i;ilki il uf in .ill tlif m-iu'lilhir-

hood, and tviTi ;it Nantes. Ildui vrr, lie iitv,r nii-scd .-pnid-

in^r the evening at (lin'Taiidc wh.r.' di-pair r.'i<:iii'd. Ma-tcr-
and s'Tvanf.-. all \v«ti' L'rifvrd hy <'aly-Ic"s olistinacy, tiiuii-_'h

tJH'y did rint think linii in any danL'iT. it iicmt (i("cMrrf(| f.i

any unc <<{ ihrsc L^ond pcojilr thai the \)iu<v ynulh (ould di-' nf
iovc. 'i'hr ('hcvaiicr had no ivcord .,1' -iirh a death in all Ins

traveU or reiiiinise<'n(es. KvenlMidy a-iriiied CalvsteV ema-
ciation to want of nutrition. Hi,-, mother would -o on hei

knee< to heseeeh him to eat. 'I'o plea-e ||,f, Caly-i,. tried i,,

overeonu' his rejiii^'naiiee. and the food thus taken at^'aiiiM

his will added to the low fever that was consuiiiing the hand-
some hoy.

At the end of Oetnher tlie heloved <on no lotiLrer went up
to his room on the second floor; he had his bed hrouuhi down
into the sitting-room, and lay there generallv. in the mid-t
of the family, who at la>t .-ent for the (luerande doetor.

The nudieal man tried to cheek the fever liy <piinine, and
for a few days it yieldi d lo the ireatnietit. Tlie doctor al.-o

onh'red Caly-^te to take exeni,-... and to amu.^e himself. Tiiu
Baron rallied his >treiiLrth, and shook oil' his torpor; ho grew
young as hi> M,n givw old. II.' took out ("alysto, Ca.sselin.

and the two fine .-portin;: dogs. Calyste oheyed i s father,
and for a few days the three men went out to^r^.ther; tiiey

••ent tlirough tlie forest and visit<'d his friends in neigli-
lioring chateau.x; hut Caly.-te had no spirit, no one could
iM'iruile turn of a ^mile, hi.s pale ri^id face revealed a perfectly
passive creature.

Tlie liaron. hroken iiy fatigne, fell into a slato of collapse,
and was fftrccd to come home, hringing Cilvste with him in

th<; same condition. Within a few (lays hoth father and son
were so ill tiiat. at the re.pie-^t of the (iuerande doctor himself,
tho two first physicians of Xantes were called in. The Baron
liad heen (piitc knocked over hy the visiMc alteration in Ca-
lyste. With the terrihle prescienee that nature iiestows on
the dying, he livnihled like a ciiild at ih.' thought that his

-i
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'iiiiily would Ih' cvtiiK't; lie saiil notliin^', !ir niily tlusptd

.
- liiniil-. praviiii.' ii> he .--iit in liis cliair, to wliich b.c was

. .] la ui'akiH'--^. lie .-at facing tln' l"i| "iriiiiii'il In Calysti',

.;'J ualclicd hiiii cDii-laiil l\ . At lii< rliiM's ^' _'litf.-t tiiovc-

( .. i;! lie ua> j^rcatly a;,qtatfil, a.- if llic llaim- of Ins life «ito
'^ ::t.Ti'(l l»y it.

'I'll" llai'oiir-s iicvtr left tlir room, ami old Zi''|ihirino sat

.!:iMin;: liy the Wn- in a >tatc of auiiiiiziii;.' aii.\i''ty. She
.' !- (oiisfaiilly lifiiii: a-kid for wood, lor the father and ^on

•I'M felt till' cold, ami Iht store-, wire iiu.ided. She had

!::.m1'' n[i her mind to L:i\o up Iht keys, for -he wa,- no ioii-er

lin^k en()U).di to p) witii .Mariottc; hut she iii>i>ti'd ou knuw-

ii!::- I'Serylhin;: ; every miiiule -he i|Ue-ii(ined .Marioiie or her

v-i. r-iii-law, and would take theiu asidi' to hear .ihout the

Mile (d' her hrother and nephew.

• 'lie evening', when Caly-te and his father were do/,iiii.r. old

M.iileiiioi-elle iji' I'eii Iloel remarked thai they would no

i'llil have to re.-i;:n ihem-ejves to lo-irij: the i'.aron. whose

: ' was (juitc w lute, and had as-iimed a waxeii look. .Made-

: i-elle du (iiu''nie dropped her knittinj,', fumldeil in her

|i" ket. and pulled out an old rosary of hlaek wooden head-.

• ii'li she proceeded to tell with a fervency that i^ave ^ueh a

..' ''v of eneriry to her ancient ])arclied features, that the other

' 1 maid followed her example ; and then, at a sii:n from the

Cull', tlu'v all united in the silent exaltation of the old hiind

i was the first to pray to (iod." said the IJarone-s. re-

meinhcrin^ the fateful letter written hy Calyste, "hut He
'id not hear nn- '."

Perhaps,*' said the .\lih»'' (iriniont. "u-(> should he wise to

I" l: Madeinoijelle des 'I'ouehes to come to see Caly-te."

"Sliel" cried old Zephirine. 'the author of all our woes.

s'lc who lured h.im away from his family, who tore him from
U-, u ho made him read impious hook<. who taught him the

kiiiLMiaire of lieresy ! Curse her, and may (iod never forgive

tier! She ha.>« crushed the du (iuenics I"

''*'he may perhaps raise tliem up again," said the cure in

f .

33
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a iiiilil v.iiic. "Sill' is a >aililly ami virtumis unman: T am
licr VNariaiity. She li;i> iioiii' bill ^'oud iiitriil loiis as rcganls

C'al\>Ic. Mav -hr !»• alilc tu nali/f tluriil"

'(ii\f III!' tiot'ii' tlif il.iy >\\r is to Mt fiMit Ikti', and I will

j^'ii oiii," mid the (lid lady. "She lias killed both fallicr aii.l

Mill, liu \nii .-iii.iin.-c I (•iuiiiut lifiir how Weak Calyslu'ri vouc
is!'---lic iianliy lia> >trfii;,'tli lo r-|ifak."

tJu.»t tluii the llirci- phvficiaii.s cainc iii. They wcaricil

Caly-lf u;i'i i|tir.-tinn.>. As to his faihrr, their f.vaniiriatioii

was brief; tli<v knew all in a ninment ; tiie only wonder
was thai he >till lived. 'I'he (iiieranUe doctor (juielly e.\-

jilaiiieij to the ilamne-s that it would probalily be necessary

to take ('aly>te to l'ari> to eon.^iilt the iiio-i eminent author-

ities, for that It would ro-t more than u hundred louiii to

briiij,' tlieiii to (iiierand(\

"A luan niii-t die of something', but love is nothing," baid

.MadeiiKii.-elle de I'en-Iloel.

"Alas. whaie\er the cause may be, Calystc is dying," said

his mother. '"1 reeo^'inze every .sy.'iiptom of c(jnsumj)tion,

the nio^t horrible malady of my native Ijiiid."

'('alyste i~ dyiULr!'"" >aiil the Jiaroii, opening hi:? eves,

whence trickled two large tiars which, caught in the manv
furrows of ii.< face, slowly fell to tiie bottom of his cheeks—
the only tear-, iiu dnulii, that he bad ever shed in his life.

He dragged liim>clf on to his feet. >hullled to his son's bod,

took lii> liand>, and looked at him.

••W'lial do you want, father!'" saul the boy.

"I want you to live!"' cried the Baron.
"1 cannot live without Beatrix." said Caly^'te to the old

man. who sank back into his chair.

'Where can 1 lind a hundred louis to fetch the doctors from
Paris?" cried the Baroness. "We have vct time."

"A hundre(l louis 1" exclaimed Zepiiiriiie. "Will they save .

him?"
Without waiting for her sister-in-law's reply, the old woman

jput her hand> into her iiocket-holes and untied an under
petticoat, which fell with a heavy sound. Slie knew so well
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,(!m n' •^fic }i;i(l sewn in Iut l"iii-. lliat shf ripfM'il ttnTii o...

uiiii a ra|iiility that -I'l'iii. d rnaL'iial. Tin- ;:it|i| |miii's niiig

,,- thiv ilroppcd (iiir l)\ urir. (Mil Maik'iuui'L'lk' dv IVu-Hot-I

! . .kill on with .-tiiiii tinl atiia/i'inrtit.

"Tlii'V (an Her yni '." siic vvlii>|H rnl in her friend's eur.

''I'liirt\ -seven," «ai(l /epliiriiie, ciiiintini: the ^'ulil.

'"IImiv niH' will know how much }(iu liave."

|'urty-tui).'"

I'liuiile loiiis, ami all new! how diil vou ^'et them, vou
u li" lanriiit ^ee them !'"

i ciiuld feel them.— Here are a hundrtd and four louis,"

'id Ze|ihirine. "Is that eiu>ii;:h r"

"What are yon doiiii,'?" a.-ked the ('lievali.r du HalL'a,

• iiiiii;,' in. and nnahle to ima.L'iiie what wa- the meaning' of
''• "Id lady's iioldintr <>ut her lap full nf l,,ui- d'nr.

Madeiniii-elle de ren-IInel explained the ea-e 111 I WO Words.

i had heard id" it," said he, "and I lame [i< l.rini: vou a

• !idre(! and forty luuis 1 had kept at Calvste's .service, as he
^Il"WS."

The Chevalier took out of his pocket two rolU uf coin, which
!.. -howed them. Mariotte, .seeing' all tliesi' riches, hid (iasse-

i::i lock the door.

"liold will nut restore him to health," ?ai<l the Baroness,

:;; tears.

"Pint it may enahle him to run after lli^ Marquise," eaid

i . Ilalga. "Come. Calyote ."'

'alysto sat U|) in hed. and e.velaimed i^lcifullv :

"Ix't us he otTI"

"Then he will live," said the Rarnii. in a stricken voice.

" iiid 1 may die.—(Jo and fetch the cure."

These words struck them all with tcrrur. <':dv~ie. seeimr

! 1- father turn f,d)astly j)ale from the |iainful auiialion of

t.'.i- scene, could not re-train his tears. The cure, who knew
";' decision the dnctors had come to. had iroue olV to fetch

Meliinoiselle des Touches; for at ihi- niunieiil !)' displayed

much admiration for her as he had not lonL-^ -ince felt re-

; .jiiaiice. and could defend her as a pastor defends one of the

f.ivufilt'S of his Ilock.
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On hfarin- of tlio l^aron's (Ifsporato oxtromitv. a frowil

gathered in the little street; the ]»easant.s the "marshiiieii,

and the townsfolk all kiieelinfr in the courtyard, while the

priest adniiiiistend the last saerainent to the old Breton war-
rior. Kvervhody was deeply touched to think of the father

dyin;r by the hed of his sick son. The extinciion of the old
family was repirded as a ])uhlie calamity.

The ceremony struck f'alyste ; for a while his prief silenceil

his passion. All throu.irh the death stru^xjrles of this heroic

defender of the Monanhy he remained on his knees, watch-
infj the approach of death, and weeping.

Tile old man died in his chair, iu the presence of the as-

sembled family.

"I die faithful to the King and religion. Great God, a.s

the reward of my ell'orts, let Calyste live!"' he said.

"I will live, father, and obey you," replied the young man.
"If you would nuike my death as easy as i'anny has made

my life, swear that you will marry.''

'T jiromise it, father."

It was touching to see ("alyste, or ratlier his ghost, leaning
on the old Chevalier, a spectre leadinir a shade, following the

Baron's bier as ehief mourner. The church and the little

square liel'ore tlx' porch were full of people, who had come
from ten leagues round.

The Baroness and Zephirine were deeply grieved when they
saw that, in s[>ite of his elforts to obey his father, Calyste
was still sunk in an ominous stupor. On t:.e first day of

th.'ir mourniuir the Barones- led lifr son to the seat at the

bottom of the garden, and (luestioned him. Calyste replied

with gentle submissivcness, but his answers were heartbreak-
ing.

"Moth, r.'' >aid he, "there is no life left in me: what I eat

does not nourish me, the air I breathe into my lungs does net

renew my blood : the sun seems cold to me, and when it shines

for you on the front of iln' house as at tliis moment, when'
yon see carvin-v liathed in light, 1 see dim fori]is wrapped
in mist, if Bcaiiix were here, all would lie bright once more.
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'I'll. IV is hut one tliiii',' in the world tliiit hn^ her color and
f'Tiii—this llowcr and these leave-," and he drew out of his

!i..-Miri liie withered blossoms that the .MaiNiuise had given
illMl.

The Baroness dared ask him no more: tiie madness be-

•riyrd hy his replies svcnied uor.-e than the sorrow of his

-Ml nee.

i'.ni Calyste was thrilled a> he eaniriit sight uf ;\radenioise]le

<i. - Touches through ihe windows at o|ijii»ite ends of the
r.'iin. Folicite reminded him of Beatrix. Thus it was to

i.' :• that the two women owed the one gleam of joy that
I uiiicned their griefs.

"Well, Calyste," said Mademoiselle des Touches, when she
^.lu liini, "the carriage is ready; we will go togctiier and
tiiiil Heatri.\. Come."

Tlie })ale, thin face of the hoy, all in idaek, was brightened
!•. a tlush, and a smile dawned on his features.

"We will save him!" said Mademoiselle des Touches to
till' mother, who wrung lier hand, shedding tears of joy.

A week after the Baron's death. Mademoiselle des Touches,
i'^ P>aronne du (iuenic. and Calyste set out for Paris, leaving
t;.i business matters in the hands of old Mademoiselle.

IV'licite's affection for Calyste had jilanned a brilliant fu-
tiiPe for the poor boy. She was connected with the Grand-
b' lis. and the ducal branch was ending in a family of five

li.i.iuditers. She had written to the Duches.se de (Jrandlieu,

; '!;ng Iht the whole story of Calyste. and announcing her
iiiii-ntion of selling her house in the Hue du Mont-Blanc, for
>iii!rh a company of s])eculators had offered two million live

' ;ndred thousand francs. Her business manager bad already
!' "i-ht for her one of the fln^'st houses in the Hue de Bour-
' •

. at a cost of .seven bumlred thousand francs. Out of

;
• surplus money from the sale of the house in the Rue du

M 'iii-jilanc she meant to devote one million to repurehasins.'
;:'• estates of the du (iuenics. airl would leave the rest of
; > r fortune auiong the five de Crandlieu girls.

:•

li

to:.
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Ft'licitr knew til." |)lan^ made by the Duko and Duchess
who intondcil lliat their youiiirc^t (lauLrhtir ^houl(l iiiarrv tiie

Vicomto (Ir (iraiidlicii. tho heir to their title?; Clotilde-

Frodcrique, the second, meant, she knew, to remain unmar-
ried, without takinp the veil, however, as her eldest sister

had done; so the only one to be disposed of was Sabine, a

pretty creature just twenty years of a<re, on whom she counted
to cure Calyste of his passion for Madame de Rochefide.

J)urin',' tiieir journey Felicite told Madame du Guenic of

all these plans. The house in the Rue de Bourbon was now
bein^' furnished, and in it Calyste was to li\e if these schemes
should succeed.

They all three went straijjht to the Hotel Grandlieu, where
the l^aroness was received with all the respect due to her

name as a jrirl and as a wife. Mademoiselle des Touches, of
course, advised Calyste to see all he could of Paris while she
made inquiries as to where Beatri.x mijrht be, and she left

him to the fascinations of every kind which awaited him
there. The Duchess, tier daughters, and their friends did

the honors of the capital for Calyste just at the season when
it was bepinninp to be L'avest.

The bustle of Faris entirely diverted the young Breton's
mind. He fancied there was .«ome likcnc ss in the minds of

Madame de Rochefide and Sabine de Grandlieu, who at that

time was certainly one of the loveliest and most charming girls

in Paris society, and he thenceforward paid an amount of at-

tenticm to her advances which no other woman would have won
from him. Sabine de Grandlieu played her part all the more
successfully bi'cause she liked Calyste.

Matters were so skilfully managed that in the course of the
winter of is;57 the young Baron, who had recovered his color
and youlliful beauty, could listen without disgust when his

mother remii'ilcd him of his promise to his dving father, and
spoke of his mai rying Sabine de Grandlieu. Still, while keep-
ing his promise, he concealed an indifference which the
Barone.^s could discern, while she hoped it might be dispelled
by I he satisfactions of a happy home.

'-TSXimfmSOKr^
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On tho (lay when the Grandlicu family and tho Baronosa,

.-tipporliMl on this occasion by her relations from Knghind,

helil a sitting in the hirgo drawing-room of the Duke's house,

while Leopold Ilannequin, the family notary, explained the

cduilitions of the marriage contract before reading it through,

Calyste, whose brow was clouded, as ali could see, refused

point-I)lank to accept the bi-nefactions offered to him by Made-
moiselle de» Touches. He still trusted to Felicite's de-

votion, and believed that she was seeking Beatrix.

At this moment, in the midst of the dismay of both fami-

lies, Sabine came in, dressed so as to remind Calyste of the

Marquise de Rochefidc, though her complexion was dark, and
she placed in Caiyste's hand the following letter:

—

Camille to Calyste.

"Calyste, before retiring into my cell as a novice, I may be
nllowed to glance back at the world I am quitting to enter the

uorld of prayer. This glance is solely for you, who in these

later days have been all the world to me. .»ly voice will reach

you, if I have calculated exactly, in the middle of a ceremony
which I could not possibly witness. On the day when you
stand before the altar, to give your hand to a young and lovely

L'irl who is free to love before Heaven and the world, I shall

be in a religious hou-e at Nantes—before the altar too, but

plighted for ever to Him who can never deceive nor dis-

a|)[)oint.

"I write, not to sadden you, but to beseech you not to allow

any false delicacy to hinder the good I have always wished to

'lo you since our first meeting. Do not deny the riglit I have
>o hardly earned. If love is suffering, then I have loved you
well. Calyste; but you need feel no remorse. The onlv pleas-

ures I have known in my life I owe to you, and the pain has

oiiu! from myself. Compensate me for all this past suffering

iiv giving me one eternal joy. Let me, dear, be in some sort

a perfumi! in the flowers of your life, and mingle with it al-

ways without being importunate. 1 shall certainly owe to

- f
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you my happiness in life eternal; will yon not lot me pay my
debt by the ofTcrin^' of ?ome transient and prii>hal,lc posse-
sions ? You will not fail in generosity? You will not regard
this as the last subterfuge of seoriicd love?

"Calyste, the world was nothing to me without vou
; you

made it a fearful desert, and you have k'd the infidel CamUle
Maupin, the writer of books and dramas, whifh I shall solemn-
ly disown—you have led that audacious and perverted woman
tied hand and foot, to the throne of (Jod. I am now, what 1

ought always to have been, an innocent child. Yes I have
washed my rob(.'s in the tears of repentance, and I may go to
the altar presented b.v an angel—bv mv dearlv-loved ("alyste'
How sweet it is to call you so—now that mv resolution has
sanctified the word. 1 love you without self-interest as a
mother loves her son, as the Church loves her children. I
can pray for y..u and yours without the infusion of a single
desire but that for your happiness.

"If you knew the supreme peace in which I live ufter havin-
lifted myself by thought above the pettv interests of the world'
and how extiuisite is the feeling of having done onc-s dutv'
in accordance with your noble motto, vou would enter on your
happy life with a firm step, nor glance behind nor around you
So I am writing to beseech you to be true to yourself and to
your family.

"My dear, the society in which you must live cannot exist
without the religion of duty ; and you will misunderstand life
as

1 have misunderstood it, if you give vourself up to passion
and to fancy as I have done. Woman can only be equal with
man by making her life a perpetual sacrifice, as manV must i)c

perpetual action. N„w my life has been, as it were, one Ion-'
outbreak of egoism, (iod perhaps brought vou in its evening
to my door, as a messenger charg(>d with mv punishment and
pardon. Rem.inhor this confession from a woman to whom
tame was a pharos whose light showed her the right way. Be
irivat! sacrifice vour fancy to your duties a« the head" of a
bouse, as husband and father. Raise the downtrodden banner
ol the old du Guenics; show the present age, when principles

^i
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rmd rolipion aro doniod, what a gentleman may be in all his

;:l()n' and distinction.

"Dear child of my soul, let me play the mother a little: the

;iii<:elic Fanny will not be jealous of a woman dead to the

\V(irld. of whom you will henci'forth know nothing but that

Ik r hands are always raist-d to Heaven. In these <lays the no-

liiiity n<rd fortune more than ever, so accept a j)art of mine.

il.ar Calyste. and make a good use of it. It is

11 >t a gift; it is trust-money. T am tliinking more of

\oiir children and your old Breton estate than of yourself

u hen I offer you the interest which time has accumulated for

iiir on my Paris property."

"1 am ready to sign," said the young Baron, to the great de-

light of the assembly.

«S

r-caurniji ,
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PART III

EETROSPECTIVE ADULTERY

The week after this, when the marriage service had been cele-
brated at Saint-Thomas d'A(juin, at seven in tlie morning—as
was tljc custom in some families of tiie Faubourg Saint-Ger-
main—Calyste and Sabine got into a neat traveling-carriage
in the midst of the embracing, congratulations, and tears of a
score of persons gathered in groups under the awning of the
Hotel de (irandlieu. The congratulations were otFered by the
witnesses and the men ; the tears were to be seen in the eyes
of the Duchesse de (irandlieu and her daughter Clotilde—
both tremulous, and from the same reflection.

"I'oor Sabine ! she is starting in life at the mercy of a man
who is married not altogether willingly."

Marriage does not consist solely of pleasures, which are as
fugitive under those conditions as under any others; it in-
volves a eonsonance of tempers and phvsical sympathies, a
concord of character, which make this social necessity an ever
new problem. Girls to be married know the conditions and
dangers of this lottery fully as well as their mothers do; this
IS why women shed tears as they look on at a marriage, while
men .smile

: the men think ihey risk nothing : the wom'I'n know
pretty well how much they risk.

In another carriage, which had started first, was the Bar-
onne du Guenic, to whom the Duchess had said at parting:
"You are a mother though you have onlv a son. Try to fill

my place to my darling Sabine."
On the bo.x of that carriage sat a irroom serving as a courier

and behind it two ladies'-maids. The four postilions, iii

splendid liveries—each carriage having four horses—all "hud
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niir^r^rays in thoir button-holes and favors in thrir hat?. Tlu'

I nil- (le (Irandlieii, even l)y payini,' them, had tlie ;,'reatest dif-

llculty in persuading tliem to remove the ril)aiids. Tlio

I'nnch postilion is eminently intelligent, l)Ut ho loves his

joke; and these took the money, and replaced tlie favors out-

ride the city walls.

"Well, well, good-bye, Sabine!" said the Duchess. "Re-

iinriiher your promise, and write often.—Calyste, I say no

iniiie, but you understand me."

Clotilde, leaning on the arm of her youngest sister Athe-

iiaw, who was smiling at the Vicomte Juste de (jrandlieu, gave

tile bride a keen glance through lier tears, and watched the

rirriage till it disappeared -mid the repeated salvo of four

jMi>tilions' whips, noisier than pistol shots. In a very short

time the gay procession reached the Ksplanade of the Inva-

li.lts, followed the Quay to tlie Pont (riena, the Passy Gate,

the Versailles avenue, and, finally, the highroad to Brittany.

Is it not strange, to say the least, that the artisan class of

Switzerland and Germany, and the greatest families of France

and England, ol)ey the same custom, and start on a journey

iifter the nujjtial ceremony? The rich pack themselves into

a box on wheels. The poor walk gaily along the roads, rest-

ing in the woods, feeding at every inn. so long as their glee,

(^r rather their money, holds out. A moralist would find it

iiillicult to decide which is the finest tiower of modesty

—

that which hides from the public eye. inaugurating the do-

mestic hearth and bed as the worthy citizen does, or that

which flies from the family and displays itself in the fierce

iiL'ht of the highroad to the eyes of strangers? Kelined

natures must crave for solitude, and avoid the world and

the family alike. The rush of love that begins a marriage

i> a diamond, a pearl, a gem cut liy the highest of all arts, a

tr.'asure to be buried deep in the heart.

Who could tell the tale of a honeymoon excepting the

hnde? .\nd how many women would here admit that this

pi'riod of uncertain duration—sometimes of only a single

night—is the preface to married life? Sabine's first three

if

I M
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letters to hor mother bctriiycd a state of tilings which, im-
fortiinately. will not seem r\o\v to some voun<r wives, nor to
niiiny old women. All who have beeoino sick-nurse's, so t..

«I>eal<. to a man's heart have not found it out so quicklv as
Sal.ifie did. Hut the pirls of the Faubourg Saint-derr.iaiu
when tliey are keen-witted, are women alrradv in mind Bo-
fore marria-e. they have received the haptism „f f,„,. man-
ners from tlie world and from their mothers. Duchesses
an.Mous to perpetuale the tradition, are often unaware of all
the bearin-s of their lessons when ihev sav to their daughters— ^o one ever d(M.s that."—-'Do not lauirh at such things "—
^ou must never lling ^ .,„rs..If on a .«ofa. vou must sit down

quietly. —"Never do s,..h a thing again."—"It is most in-
correct, my dear!" and so forth.

And eriti.al middje-elass f„lk-.< refuse to recognize any in-
nocence or virtue in young creatures who, like; Sahine are
virgin souls, hut }.erfe<te.l by cU'verness, hv th,> habits of
good style, and good taste, knowing from the age of sixteen
how to use an opera glass. Sabine, to lend herself to Alade-
nio:..el|,> des Touche-' ^chenns for her marria<rc. could not
but b.' of the school of Mademoiselle de Chaulieu This in-
nate mother-wit. these gifts of birth, mav perhaps make this
yo. ng wif,. as interesting as ih.. heroine of the Mhnoires de
-'UJ- jcunrs Marii-fs. in which we see the vanitv of such social

advantages in tiie grent crisis of married life.'wh<.re they are
oft..n crushed under the double weight of unhapniness and
passion.

'

it

1

To Madame la Duchcsse de GrandUeu.

<.i f'rande, Ar>mi9a».

"Di-AR ^foTKRr;.—You can easily understand why I did
not write to you on the journev: one's mind turns like the
wheels. So here I have been these two davs in the depths
•;

l-nttanv. at ll,c [|u,e| du Cuenic. a hou>e carved all over
like a cocoanut bo.v. Notwithstanding the aifectiouate at-
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tinfions of Calysto's fiiniily, I fcfl an rapor longing to fly

lu.iy to you. and tell yo'i a thousand things which I fed can
only hi' tohl fo a mother.

'•I>(>ar nianinia, ('alyste married me cherisihing a great sor-
row in his soul; we all of us knew it, and you did not dis-

.:
.!-'• thi' dilliciiltic- (pf ii;y |i<i-iti(iii ; Iml, ahi- ! llicv are ^Teater

thiiri you imagined. Oji, dear mamma, how mueh experience
w. inay acijuire in a few djiys—why should I n.it sav to you

:
:i lew liours? All your cDunsels proved useless/and you

uill understand why hy this simple fact: I love Calyste as
if ur ucrc not niy hu-liand. That i~ to .-ay. if 1 were n'larried

t(. another man and were traveling with Calyste, I should
I'iw him and hate my hushand. Consider hnn, then, as a
iiuiii loved entirely, involuntarily, absolutely, and as many
!i;-iv adverl)-; as yon clino-r t(, .;i|,jii\-. So. in spile o"f

\ 'ir warnings, my slavery is an estalilished fact.

^ou advised me to keei. myself lofty, haughty, dignified,
iiii.l proud, in order to bring Calyste to a state of feeling
uhich should never undergo any change throuuluait JitV; in
thr oteem and respect whidi must sanctify the wife in the
lu'inc and family. You spoke warmly, and with reason, no
il'Hiht, against the young women of the day who. under the
e\( use of living on good terms witli their hushands. begin
I'v being docile, obliging, submissive, with a familiarity, a
f:v.-and-ea,<-\iicss which are. in your opinion, rather too cheap
—d word I own to not understanding yet. but we shall see
bv and by—and which, if you are right, are only the early and
rapid stages towards indifference and perhaps contempt.

" 'Remember that you are a tJrandlieu,' yon said in my ear.

"This advice, full of the maternal eloquence of Dedal us.

lias shared the fate of mythological things. Dear, darling
iii"ilier. could you believe that T should begin bv the catas-
trophe which, according to you, closes tlu> honeymoon o' the
yoi.mg wives of our day?
"When Calyste and T were alone in the carriage, each

i!iought the other as silly as himself, as we both perceived

X
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the importanco of tho first word, the first look; and enoh
bewildered by the marriupo siicniment, sat lookiriK out of a
window. It WHS so i.rci)osterous that, as we got near the
city jrate. Monsieur made me a little speech in a rather broken
yoiei"—a speech prepared, no doubt, like all <>.\teriipore cf-
forts, to which 1 li>teiic(l with a beatinfj heart, and which
I take the liberty of e[)itoinizin^' for your benefit.
"'My dear Sabine,' said be, 'I wisii von to be happy, and

above all, to be happy in your own wav,' said he. ''in our
position, instead of dcceivinjr each otlier as to our characters
and sentiments by ma.iriianiirious concessions, let us both be
now what we should in" a f,.w yr ars hence. ]{egard me as
bein.,r your brother, as I would wi ; to tin.l a sister in you '

"Thouph this was most delicaiciv meant, I did not find
in this first speech of married love anvthin^^ answerinjr to the
eagerness ot my soul, and, aft.'r rcplvin- that I f.-lt (,uite as he
did, 1 remained pensiv. After this declaration of ricrhts to
be e(pially cold, we talked of the weather, the dust, the hou.ses
and the scenery with the most gracious politeness, I lau.'liinJ
a rather forced laugh, he lost in dreams.

"

"Finally, as w<- left Versailles, I asked Calvste pointblank
—calling him "my dear Calyste,' as he called me 'mv dear
babine-it he could tell me the history of the events\vhich
had brought him to death's door, and to which 1 owed the
honor of being his wife. He hesitated for a long time. In
lact. It was the subject of a little discussion lasting through
three stages; I trying to play th." part of a wilful girl de-
termined to sulk; he debating with himself on the ominous
question asked as a challenge to Charles \. by the public
press: 'Will the King give inr' At last, when we had left
Verneuil, and after swearing often enough to satisfy three
dynasties that 1 would never remind him of his follv, never

ame de Kochetide
:
'1 do not wish.' he said, in conclusion, 'that

there should be any secrets between us.'

"Poor dear falyste did nut know, 1 suppose, that his friend

Z. iVt tZMT .nMJjmmm\Ris:i>ri'i:iMma>j^'''
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M,!.]. ini)i~i'llt' i]>:^ Toiiclics iind you had hoon obliged to toll

1 . ,ill; for a ^'irl cannot !)•' dressed a> I was on the day of

t!i. enniraet without l»einf;j tau^dit lier part.

"I <aniiot l(Uf tell evervthinjr to so j^ood a niothor as you

Well. then. I was det'ply liurt at seeing that ho had

'

1. Med far le-s to my request than to liis own wish to talk

a-iil the niiktiown i>i)je(t of liis passion. Will you hhune

•1" . ileare>t nu'ilier. for liavinj^ wanted to know the extent

..! I hi- -orrow, of the aeliing wound in his heart of whioh

'.I. I had told inc?

••Thus, within eiirlit hours of liaviiig heen blessed hy the

( !in'' of Saiiit-'I'hoinas (rAijuin. your Sahine found herself

i!i I'le rather falM' position of a younji wift? hoarin;^ from her

1. ^hand's own lij)s his confidences as to a cheated passion and

! ' iiii>deeds of a rival. Yes, 1 was ])laying a part in the

ir.iiMa of a younj^ wife, onioially informed that she owed her

i;,;irria^'o to the disdain of an old beauty!

•Hy this narrative I pained what I sought. 'What?' you

A'! ask. Oh. my dear motlierl on clocks and ('himney-

r:ir\ings T liave ofti'U enough seen Loves leading each other

III, I aiid-in-iiainl, to jiut the lesson into practice! Calyste

iii'led the ruiiiance of his memories with the most vehement

I'l'itestations that he had entirely got over what he called

ii- madness. Every protest needs a signature. The hapjjy

I .'.•\i'<> one took my hand, pres.sed it to his lips, and then held

1' inr a long tit le. A declaration followed. This one seemed

i
• me mure suitable than the first to our position as man

;! 'I wife, thougli our lips did not utter a single word. This

1' lupiness I owed to my sj)iritcd indignation against the bad

ii-te of a wonuin so stupid as not to love my handsome and

i. hghtful Calyste.

"I am called away to play a game of cards, which I have

n • yet mastered. I will continue my letter to-morrow. That
I -hmdd have to leave you just now to make the fifth at a

-ime of inoii/iic! Sueli a tiling is impossible anywhere but

= ihe depths of Brittany.

ii
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"I ri'-iiiiii- tti'' t;i!<' of iny Odyssey, fly the tliinl day
childn ti li;i(| ilri.|i|,.(| the ciririiniiial nms and adufitc

laiipNlo\rr-|ik>' /// \\\ iiiuilnT-ni-lau. d<li;fhtcd lo soc us I

tn'iil 111 lill \niir [ilair. diarc-t tiinthcr: and, as is alwa.

till- ca-r \v'\\\[ iliiiM' will, lakf a part with iIh' idea nf .•tfacni

past i(ii[ -ion-, -he is m» drlii:litt'iil lliat slu' has hccn all

lis mil' li to iiic a- yon cniihl he. She. I I diiuht. jriic-.d

hcniK iii\ rohdiH t wa« ; at tlif iir;riniiirijr of our joiirni'v

hid Inr aiiMi ty loo canrullv not to lutrav it hv luT fxcc-

n-'~l

qvi'

prccaiitioii.

"When I can;:!!! -i^'lit of the towers of (iiierande I '-i ;

in your ,-oii.iiidaw "- lar, "Have ymi ipiite forirotten her?"

"And iii\ liii-haiid. now my ;;e"''. had perhaps never kru.un

the dipili of an artle-- and ^^cniiine aifeetioii, for that liitli'

>[ieech made him ,i!iiio-t erazv with Jov.

Tnlurkilv, mv d.-ire to make him fore-et Madame d"

fide lid me too far. IIoW could I llelp it ! I love 1
1?.

and I ,1111 aliiin-t rortii^Mie-e. f

mv father. ('

nil:

IT I am like \ou rather than

ly-ie aiiepted e\i'r\ lliiiiL'. as spcilt ehildri M

do; he i- ahovr overyihinir an oiilv -on. I'.et

me. I will never let my daiit:liler— if I

daii;:hter—marry an onlv -on. It

to manaL''e one t\rai

Ween vow and

ever >hoiii(i have a

i- i|llite eiioiiLdl to llavf

It. ami in an on!v son tlieii- ar
-i> we (AeliallL'ei 1 part-: I played ihr dr\oted wifr.\lld

There are ilaiiirer- in -ejf-devotion to LMin an ei

k

e -Vera!

id ; It I:-

of (li::nity. So I have to aiinoui

semi-virtue : di-nitv is reallv

lee tlie wreck III me o)f that

no more than a -d'eeti set iet up
ny prule, hcliiiul winch uc may liime.-it our ease. Ilewoniild
I help i!i\-i|r. mamma: you were not ln-rc. and I looked into

a 'Mil If I had maintained mv ili-nitv. I >hould havt

known till I hill paiiL's i,f a >,,rt (,f hroiherliness. whicli woiiM
certainl\ ha\e hei ome simple indilfcreiK c. .\nil what future

would halave lain I111 tictore nie

A.-; a rc-ult of mv diM.iion. 1 am C; ilv-le

1 i:"t out of I li.ll po-ll loll w
J like it I lo\.- Calvslf— 1 lo\e h

slave. Shall

for the present

111 entirely with the frenzy

e snail -ce
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^T .1 iiinihcr will' ihink- . M r;. liiiiiu li;:' I tluit Iht 'Oti cjin do,

, .. II ulii II lie {illlll-!ii- h( r il little.

Vv 15.

">M f,ir. iliiir Mid! her. mnrria^i' liii.« ronn' f<> iiif in n tmiMt

.iMr;irlivi' I'nrin I l.i\i-li all my lirnliri-t ntririioii mi the

iM!liK"IIM -I <)!' Illcll, « 111) \ia- thrnWIl iiMT 1|\ ;| j'lHil \'i>V I he

. 'if a ' !'i-ichci| .-in^iT \'<iv till' vManaii i- i\ii|>iiily a I'muI.

,1 |mm| 111 iiilil 111 Hid, ill"' \\'>v~{ >uil «il' I'iimI. I am chari-

Ml my iaul'iil jia — Kai. aii«l Ileal hi -'ar- uiiilr inllirtm^'

.i.rn.tl \\.. mill- nil iii\-i'lt'. ^'l-, fiif ill'' iiinre I l"\i' < aly.'te,

t:- iiiiiri' I t'lrl that I .-hiaild ilic i>l' ;:riil' it' aiiuhiiiLT put an

.: I
111 iiiir |ifi'>ciit lia|ijpiiH's,-^. .\nil I am \viir-lii|ieil, too,

. I llii' l'amil\, ami li\' the lillii iniiipaiiy thai meet:- at ihe

II ! till (iiieiiir. all nf ihi'iii hiifii liL:iin- mi -hiih' aiuai'iit

•irv, am! hasiiiLT -ti]i|)r(l mil uf it in -liuw that the im-

]•" Miile ran e\i-t. < hie day \\ hen I am almie I will div-enlx!

li;' 111 Id ymi-- .\unt /e|iliirine. .Mademm-t lie d'' Ten-lli-el,

n. i'iie\alier du ILiIlm. the I temni-elles de Ker^'a I'liiH't . and
!•,. n-t, di.un to llie tvMi >ersanN. ulimii I -hall he allowed,

I ii'ijie. In take tii I'lMM,— .Mai'iiitle aiid lia--eliti, uhii re;;arii

' a.- an aiiL'el aii^dited mi earili rrmii hea\en, and wlm
:ii' -nil >tartled Alien I -jKak to them— they are all tij;ures

!" iiiii under .Lda» .shades.

"Mv niotlier-indaw si'letiinly installed u- in the rooms -he

.11 1 lier deeea-ed hnshand had t'ornierly inhahited. 'i'lie

>" !!'• was a tmiehinjr oinv 'I li\ei| : II iii\ married life here.'

-lid -he, Niuite happy. May thai he a happy omen for you,

I! ;. liar ehildreii !"

•\iid she has t.iken C'alyste's room. The saintly woman
>'' !!ii'il to ui<li to dive-t hiT-i'lf of her memories and her

;ii|tnMMlile life as a wife to endow us with them.

"Tile jirovinee of r.rittany, this town, this family with its

iitiii.jiie mannefx

—

the whole thin.LT. in spite of the ah-iirdilies,

"':i' il .ire itn i-ihie to any hul a mnekiiiL' i'ari^ian vvmiian.

' - -"meihiriir inde-erihahly ^rratidio-i . e\en in il- details, to

I" \iire-sed (inl\- h\- the word -.-lered. Thi' tenants <>{' the

\'i-l estates of the du Uueiiie.-, repurchased, as you kuow,

i^-

>i

t

I

. la

m
*£
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by \ra(l(iiK)is('lI(' (]v> Touches—wlinm we are to visit in the
eoiivciit- ;ill cariir (nit to receive lis. These good folks in

their hnlid.iy dns.-es. expressing tiie greatest joy at greet-
ing Caiyste a> really their master once more, made me under-
stand wliat Brittany is, and feudality, and old Franco. It

was a fesiival I will not write about; 1 will tell you when
wo meet. The terms of all the leases have been proj)()setl U\-

the tenants themselves, and we are to sign after the tour of
ins|)ection we are to make round (fiir lands that have h.rn
pledged this century and a half. Mademoiselle de Pen-Ilo,l
tells us that the.<i- yeomen have as.sessed the returns with an ac-
curacy that Paris folk would not believe in. We are to

start three days hence, and ride everywhere.
"On my return 1 will write again, dear mother; hut what

can 1 have to say to you, since my happiness is already com-
plete? So 1 must write what you know already, namely, how
much I love you."

1!

H i

;ii V

II

Prom the same to the same

"After playing the j)art of th(> Lady of the Castle, wor-
shiped l)y her vassals as though the revolutions of 1830 and
178!) had never torn down our banners; after riding through
woods, halting at farms, dining at old tables spread wiUi
cloths a century old. and groaning under Homeric dishes
.served in antediluvian plate; after driidsing delicious wine
out of goblets like those we see in the hands of conjurors;
after salvos fired at dessert, and deafening >houts of 'Vive les

du (ruenics :' and i)alls. wh«>re the orchestra is a bagpipe, which
a man blows at for ten hours on end! and such imuquets!
and brides who insist on having our blessing! and healthv
fatigue, cured l)y such sleep as T had never known, and a
delicious waking to love as radiant as the sun that shines
abov.- IK. iwii.kliiig on a mvriad insects thai hum in irenuine
Breton! Finally, after a yrotes-iue visit to the Castle of du

"jVtBaaMM—Jwgmnf^L^a"'^
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(iiir'riio, where the windows are open gatets, and the eows

!i !_'lil ]iasture on the grass untwii in the hails; but we

h.ivr vowed to restore it, and furnisli it, so as to come

ii. IV (Very year and he liailed i)y the vassals of the clan, one

. f whom carried our banner.—Out' I here I am at Xantes.

Wliat I day we had when we WL'iit to Ic (iuenie! The

MJt st and all the clergy came out to meet us, all crowned

uiili thiwcrs, mother, and blessed us with such joy! The

I.. 11- come into my eyes as I write about it. And my lordly

Cilv ste played his part as a liege like a figure of Walter

Sii.it's. Monsieur received honuige as if we had stepped

!si( i^ into the thirteenth century. 1 heard girls and women
-a.ing. "What a liaiMlsome master we have!' just like the

I [iOvu< of a comic opera.

••'riio old folks discussed Calyste's likeness to the du Guenics

uiinia they had known. Oh! Brittany is a nol)le and sul)lime

(-niitry, a land of faith and religion. But ])rogress has an

rve on it; bridges and roads are to be made, ideas will invade

it. and farewell to the t-ublime. ''he peasants will certainly

ir,iM' to be as free and proud as I saw them when it has

lir. II proved to them that they are Calyste's e .iials, if, indeed,

tin V can be brought to believe it.

"So after the poetry of this pacific restoration, when we

liiii signed the leases we left that delightful country, flowery

aiiii smiling, gloomy and barren by turns, and we came here

to kneel before her to whom we owe our good fortune, and

L'ive her thanks. Calyste and I both felt the need to thank

ill.' novice of the Visitation, in memory of her he will hear

"11 his shield ipiarterly the arms of des Touches: party per

jrih' engrailed or and vert. lie will assume one of the silver

e.i-h's as a supporter, and place in its beak the pretty womanly

motto. 'Soiiviffjne-voua.'—So we went yesterday to the Con-

viiit of the T.adies of the Visitation, conducted by the Abbe

• irimont. a friend of the Guenic family; he told us that your

liriiived Felicite. dear mamnui, is a saint; indeed, she can

!' no less to him. since this illustrious convei.-ion has led

-1 liis being made vicar-general of the diocese. Mademoiselle

I.*
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des Tniirli(>-^ wmil.l not -^cc Calyste: she roooivod mo alono. T
foiiiid hrr .! liul,. ,-,lt('rc(l. |,al(T and thinner; she seemed ex-
tremely pleaded \>y my vi>it.

'Tell Calyste.' >aid >Iie in a low voiee. 'that my not seeing
him is a matter <.f euiix-iemc and M'lf-disei])]iii(C for I have
permission; hut 1 woidd rather not jmrclia-e the happin,.>.
of a few minutes with months of sufTerinir ! Oh, if you could
only know h(,u- diHiciili I find it to an-;\vrr wh^n I am asked.
"Wliat arc vmi thinkin,i,r ahout r" The nnstress of the noviees
ean n.'wr understand the vastness and multiplieitv of the
ideas whieh rush llimu-h my hrain like a whirlwind" Sdiuo-
times 1 see Italy oiiee more, or I'aris. with all their displav,
always with ( alyMe. wlin.' ,he ^aid with the jmetie turn ym
know so well, -is the sun of my memory. 1 was too old to
he admiited in the ( arm.dite.. so I chose the Order of Saint
Franeis de S;de>. .olely l,eea.ise h.' >aid, "[ will have vou hare-
headed in>I,ad uf l,arefo.,t '.- <lisip].rovin,u of such austerities
as only niort.fy th.- I»u,ly. In fact, the head is the sinner.
The holy P,i>h..p did well to make his rule stern to the hrain
and merciless to the will !—This was what I needed, for my
mind IS the real culprit: it deceived me as to mv heart till

the a<:e of furtv. when, thou-h we are sometimes for a moment
forty times liappier tlian y(uiii,!:er women, we are sometime^
jitty tim..s mure wretched. -Well, mv child, and are vou
happy.' she ended by asking me, evidentlv -lad to sav" iio
more about herself.

"'You see me in a rapture of love and happiness,' I told
her.

" 'Calyste i< as kind and .trenuine as he is noble and hand-
some, she sah! .irrav.dv. 'Vou are mv heire-; vou have, be-
sides my fortune, th.> twofold ideal of whicl, I dreamed —I
am .ulad of wluit I have done." sh.. ad.le.l ;,fter a paiHe 'Xow
my child, dn „.. be blinded. You have ea-ilv -rasped happi-
ness, you h;id ,,uly to put nut VOU r hand: imw trv to keep
it. If you had .onie here merely to carrv awav the j,dvice
of my expericure. vnur j.mniev would be well rewarded,
f'aly^te at this mnim.'ut is filed by au infection uf passion;
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lid not inspire it. To iiiiikc vour liapftiniss duralilo,

,ir child, strive to add tl ii< clciiiriii ti> till' t<irinrr one.

mr own interest and your lui>l)aiid"s. try t" be capricious,

a little severe il nccc->arv. (Ill nnl ail\ i.-i' a spin t of

Ills calculation, nor tvraiinv. hut the science of conduct.

iweci! usurv and extravairance there is ecoiininv.

1) anpiire a certain decent control of ymir hu-hand.
" 'These are the last worldlv words I >hall I'ver ^jie

A'arn

ik; I

iteen waitinir to sav thein to vou. for mv conxience

i.ikrd at the notion of liavin<:- sacriliced vn -ave ( 'alvsle

a'lai h hiiu to you. ^'ive him children let him resjiect you as

;:. :r mother.

—

Finally." she added in in a.Lritated voice, 'nian-

a.'e that he shall never see Beatrix a.i^s.inl'

"This Tiame was etiou;,di to prodiuc a sort of torpor in us

iH'iii; we remained looking into I'acli other's eyes, exchaaj,nng

'iiir vairue sentimt'iits of uneasiness.

' ".Vre you ;^'oing home to Guerande'r" she asked.

•••^Cs,' said I.

"Well, never go to les Touches. I was wrong to give you

liie place.'

" 'Why ?'

" 'Child, Ics Touches is for you a Bluebeard's cupboard, for

there is nothing so dangerous as rousing a sleeping pas-

~\'>n.'

"1 have given you the substance of our conversati(>n, my
liiar mother. If Mademoiselle des 'i'oucho made me talk,

ell the other hand she gave me much to think about-—all the

more because in the excitement of our travels, and my happi-

ng—, witii my Calyste, I had forgotten the serious matt'T of

uliich T spoke in my first letter.

"After adiiiiring Nantes, a delightful and >plendid city;

after u-oing to see. in the Place de iiretagiie, the spot where

< iiarette so nobly fell, vve arraiiired to return to Saint-N'azaire

il iv.ii the Loire, since we bad alreadv gone from Xantes to

'in'''rande liv the road. Public traveling is an invention of

tlie modern monster the Monoiiole. Two rather pretty women
i

' i'liiL'inir to Xantes wen.' behaving rather noi-ilv on deck.
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iii

suff-ring evident iv from Ker<raroueti>m—a jc!«t you will un-
derstjind when 1 ^hall lune told you what the Ker^'aroiiots
are. Calyste hehaxrd very well. Like a true ^'entlenian, ho
did not parade in.' as Ids wife. Th()ii<:li pleased l,v his good
ta.^te, like a child witli his first ilruiii, I thou-ht this an'ad-
mirahle o|)|M)rtnn!ty for practisin- tlie sy>teni reeoMunendrd
by Cainille Manikin— for it was certainly ni>f the novice tliat

had spokin to nie. J put on a litth' -ulky face, an(i ('aly>tr
was very tlatterin^rly di>lre>~ed. in reply to his (pieslioii,

wiiispered in my ear, 'What is the matter:-" 1 answered the
truth:

*• •Xolhin,!.'- whatever.'

"Anil 1 could jud^a' at once how little olTect the truth has
in the first instance. Falsehood is a decisive weapon iu
cases where raijidity is the only salvation for a woman or an
empire. Calyste became very urgent, very an.xious. I led
iiim to the forepart of the i)oa', among a nia>s of ropes, and
there, in a voice full of alarms, if not of tears, I told him all

the woe.s and fears of a woman whose husband happens to be
the handsomest of men.

'•'Oh, C'aly.-te!" ^aid I, 'tiiere is one dreadful blot on our
marriage. Yiai did not love inc! you did not ejioose nic

!

Vou did not stand fixed like a >tatue when y.ui >aw me for the
first time. My heart, n>y attachment, my temlrrness cry out
to you for alfection. and ^mie day you will [uinish me for
having been the first to .dfer the treasure of mv jnire and
involuntary girlish love! [ ought to be grudgimr and capric-
ious, but I base no strength for it again.-t you.-— If that odious
wonum who scorned you ha. I been in my plac.' n.iw. you would
not .'ve7i bav.' s.vn those two hi.lcou< provinci.d creatures who
would I).' classed with cattle by the Paris <,rtn,i.'

"Calyste. my d.'ar moth.'r. had tears in hi^ eyes ami turned
awav to hi.!.' th.^m: be saw la I'.as.,. In.h-. ;ir..l v.n) to d<.sirr

the ea|)tain to [)ut us on sb.)re. .\'o .m.' .an lioM .,ut a^'ainst
such a respon-^.'. e<p..cialiy a-^ il wa> f..!!..u,d bv ;i .tav of
three hours in a littl.' counirv itm. where «. breakfasted .iff

fresh fish, in a little room such as i/cnrc painters love, while



m ;m

BEATRIX 239

tlirou.i,'li tho windows canu' the roar of the ironworks of Indret
,H in,-- tlio broad waters of tho Loire. Seeing the ha[)py
[Villi of the experiments of experience, I exclaimed, 'Oh,
,-uitI '"'icite!'

•(' -le, who of course knew nothing of the advice I had
iv.rived, or of the artfuhiess of my behavior, fell into a de-
l-lit ful j)unning blunder by replying, 'Never let us forget
i; ! —We will send an artist here to sketch the scene.'

"I laughed, dear mamma !—well, 1 laughed till Calyste was
ijiiile disconcerted and on the point of being angry.

•• 'Yes,' said I, 'but there is in my heart a picture of this

l.indseape, of this scene, which nothing can ever eiface, and
iiiiinitable in its color.'

"Indeed, mother, I find it impossible to give my love the
;i|>pearauce of warfare or hostility. Calyste can do what he
likis with me. That tear is, I believe, "the first he ever be-
-:n\ved on me! is it not worth more than a second declaration
'>f a wife's rights'.' A heartless wonuin, after the scene on the
ii-.it, would have been mistress of the situation ; 1 lost all I
li.nl gained. By your system, the more 1 am a wife, the more
I income a sort of prostitute, for I am a coward in happiness;
I ran not hold out against a glance from my lord. 1 do not
..i.andon myself to love; I hug it as a mother clasps her child
tu her breast for fear of some harm."

Ill

From the same to the same
"July, GtrftuNDE.

"Oh! my dear mother, to be jealous after three months of
niarried life! My heart is indeed full. I feel the da>pest
fi iired and the deepest love.—I am worse than deserted, I am
iioi loved !—Happy am I to have a mother, another heart to
^Wiich I may cry at my i-ase.

"To us wives who are still to some extent girls, it is quite
enough to be told—'Here, among the keys of your palace, is

a
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III

I

11 III

ono all rusty with rciiiftiiljr.incc; ;:o whoro ynu will, onjdv
cvorythin-r. hut hcw.irc (.f vi-itin^r !fs Toiiflic's'—to make us
rush in h-.t-fuof. niir eyes full nf l]\v'< (uri()<itv. What a

provoking' I'lcriu'iit MadciuoiM'lIc t\i-s Touches had infused
into my love ! And why was I forhidden le> Touelies? Wiiai '.

does sucli liappiness as mine lian,L' on an excursion, on a

visit to an old hou-e in lirittany? What have I to fear?— In
short, add to Mrs. HiueheardV reason- tlie craviim that <:naws
at every woman's heart to know wliether Iter power is preca-
rious or durahle. and you will un(l<r-tand why one day I asked,
with an air of inditference :

"'What sort of phiee is les Touches?'
" 'Les Touches is your own,' said rny adorahle mother-in-

law.

"'Ah! If only Calyste had never set his foot there!
'

said Aunt Zephirine, shakin^r hep l„.ad.

" 'He would not now be my hushand," said I.

'"Then you know what happened tliere?' said my mother-
in-law sharply.

"'It is a place of perdition.' said Mademoiselle de Pen-
Hoel. 'Mademoiselle des Touches committed many sins there
for which she now he,!i:s foru-iv<'ness of (iod.'

"'And has it not saved that noble creature's soul, besides
niakin<r the fortune of the Convent?" cried the Chevalier du
Hal>ra. 'The Abbe (irimont tells me that she has i^iven a.

hundred thousand francs to the Ladies of the X'isitation."

" 'Would you like to go to les Touches?" said the Baroness.
'It is worth seeing.'

" 'No, no !' cried I eagerly.

"Now, does not this little scene strike you as taken from
some diabolical drama? .\nd it was repeateil under a hun-
dred pretences. At last my mother-in-law s.tid:

"'I understand why you >houId not wi,-li to go to les

Touches. You are quite ripht.'

"Confess, dear mamma, that such a stab, so unintentionally

given, would have made you determine that you must know

fe'^1
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ulirtlirr your liappinpss milly rcstrd on t^o frail a basis that
it rmi-t ])('ri>h iiiidcr one particular roof? I ,uu<t do this
jii-ti;-.' to CalyM.'. lie had iicv.r propoM-d to visit this retreat
whi.li i- nou- hi^ property. CVrtaiiilv when we h)Ve, we be-
•"uu- \„-rv(\ of our senses, for his silenee and reserve nettled
n..'. til! I said one day. 'What are you afraid of seeing at les
1 "111 lies that y<iu never mention it even?'

'Let us ^'o there.' said lie.

"1 was rauLTht. as every wotiian is who wishes to be oaught.
:ind who trusts to ehanee to cut the (Jordian knot of hei^
.' Mianey. .So we went to les Touelies.
•It is a delightful spot, luo-t artistieallv tasteful, and I

nvel ,n the abyss whither Mademoiselle des Touches had
":iin.d me never to <ro. All poison-flowers are beautiful.
I !ie .levil sows tliem—for there are flowers of Satan's and
ii"uvrs from (iod

! We have only to lo.jk into our own hearts
I" >ee that they went halves in the work of creation.—What
l.itter-sweet joys I found in this jilace where I played, not
Hith fire but with ashes. I watched Calvste; I wanted to
kiK.w if every sjiark was dead, and looked out for ever\'
rhanro draught of air, believe me! 1 noted bis face as we
went from room to room, from one piece of furniture to
•
nuther, exactly like children seeking some hidden object.

II" seemed thoughtful; still, at first I fancied I had con-
'i"'n'd. T felt brave enough to speak of Madame de Roche-
tide, who, since the adventure of licr fall at le Croisic, is called
b'"' iieperfide. Finally, we went to look at the famous bo.x-
>lirnb on which Beatrix was caught when Calyste pushed her
mfo (he .sea that she might never belong to anv man.

••'She must be very light to have rested there!' said I,
laii--hing.

•<'alysfe said nothing. Teace to the dead,' I added.
••Still he was silent. 'Have I vexed you?' I asked.
'• 'Xo. But ilo not galvanize that passion,' he replied.
'•What a speech !--ralyst.-. seeing it had saddened me, was
'iibly kind and tender to me.

i6
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" August.

"Alas ! I WHS at tho bottom of tho pit and amnsinj? niy-

sf'lf, like tile innocents in a iiiclodrania, with plucking the

flowers. Siiddeiily a horrible idea came galloping across my
haj)piiie>s like the horse in the (Jeriiian hallad. I fancied

1 could discern that Calyste's love was fed by his remi-

niscences, thai he was wreaki'.ig on me the storms I could re-

vive in him. by reminding him of that horrible coquette Bea-

trix.
—

'I'hat unwhole.-iome, cold, limp, tenacious nature—akin

to tile mollusk and the coral insect—dares to be called Bea-

trix!

"So already, dear mother, I am forced to have an eye on a

suspicion when my heart is wholly Calyste's, and is it not

a terrible mi.-fortune that the eye should get the better of

the heart: that the susj)icion, in short, has been justified?

—

And in this way:

'''I love this place,' I said to Calyste one morning, 'for I

owe my happiness to it—so 1 forgive you for sometimes mis-

taking me for another woman '

"My loyal Breton colored, and 1 tlirew my arms round his

neck : but I came away from les Touches, and shall never

go back there.

"The depth of my hatred, which makes me long for the

death of Madam(> de Rochelid*'—oh dear, a natural death, of

course, from a cold or some accident—revealed to me tho ex-

tent and vehemence of my love for Calyste. This woman
has haunted my slumbers: I have seen her in my dreams.—
Am I fated to meet her?—Yes, the novice in the C'onvent w;s

right : les Touches is a fatal spot. Calyste renewed his im-

pressions there, and they arc stronger than the pleasures of

our love.

"Find out. my dear motlier. whether ^ladaMe de Rochefide

i.s in Paris : for if so, I shall remain on our estates in Brittanv.

T*oor Mademoiselle des 'I'ouches. who is now sorry that she

dressed me like Beatrix on the day when our marriage con-

tract was signed, to carry out her scheme— if she could now
know how completely i .m a substitute for our odious rival 1

\.f '\jfsirvswit A:»r
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Wluit would slio say! Wliy, it is prostitution! I airi iid

iMiiircr iiiyst'lf ! I am put to sliaiiu'.— I am sutrering from a

mail di'sire to l\w from (iueraiuli' ami iIk- sands of lu Croisic.

"Auffiut'ii.

"I am quite resolved to return to the ruins of Ic Guenic.
I i!\-te. uneasy at si'ein^' me su uneasy, is taking nie thither.

iiiiiicr he does not know iruich of the world, or he guesses

'iliiiii^; or. if he knows thi' rfa.>on of my lli;:lit, he does not

! '.r inc. I am >o afraid of discovering the iiidcous certainty

; I Hck it, that, like the children. I cover my eyes with mv
i-iii'ls not to hear the explosion. Oh. mother! I am not loved

A nil such love as I feel in my own heart. Calyste, to he

-i;rv. is charndng; hut what man short of a monster would
'!"! lie. like C'aly.ste, amiahle and gracious, when he is given

;i'! llie opening hlossoms of the soul of a girl of twentv,
•

! lught up hy you. pure as 1 am, and loving, and—as many
.i"Hien have told you—very pretty

"

"LEflrFNlc, Sfjilrmber im.

"lias ho forgotten herf This is the one thought which
.

.
iiees like remorse in niy soul. Dear mother, lia.s every wife,

like me, .<ome such memory to contend with? I'ure girls

"lulit to marry none i)Ut innocent youth:'! And vet, that is

ill illusory I'topia; and it is hetter to have a rival in the

:ia-i than in the future. I'ity me. matnma, though at this

•"iiient I am happv: hapjjy as a woman is who fears to lose

^' r happiness and clings to it !—a way of killing it sometimes.
r.s wise Clotilde.

'1 jH'rceive that for the last five months I have though!

' ii'v of myself; that is. of ('alvste. Tell my sister Clotilde

i'lit the dicta of her melancholy wisdom recur to me sonie-

' nies. She is happy in heing faithful to the dead: she need
;• ir no rival.

".\ kiss to my dear .Athenais; I see that duste is madly in
'.e with her. From what you say in your last letter, all he
ar.- is that he may not win her. Cultivate that fear as a
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{incioiis flower. Atliriiiii.- will lie inisfri'ss; I, who (Irfadn!
Ifst i should iiMi will C.ilv.-ti' from liiiiiMlf, >liiill lir ili.. Iiaii.l

maid. A llinn>iiiid lovo, dfiiiv.-l inotluT. Iiidrcd, if my
fciirs should tioi |inivc vain, I >l:idl liavr paid vtrv dear I'mV

Caniillc Maiipiirs t'ortuuo. AUVclioiiatc rfj^pucts to my
fatlnT."

'riu'-c letters fully ixplairi tlic secret attitude of this hus-
iiaiid and uil'e. W here Sal.me siw a love-match, ("alysto siw
a nhiriiii/t' <!, (uiirrnnnrr. And the joys of the honeymoon
liad not allo<rether fulfilled ih.. reiiuirements of the law a:* to
community of ^.'oods.

During,' their stay in IJrittany the work of restorinp, ar-
ran<,nnf:, and d,coratin<: the HOtel du (iuenic in I'aris'had
lu'cn carried on hy ih,. famous arehiteit Crindot, under the
eye of Clolilde and the |)iie|ies<e and Due de (irandlieu.
Kvory stc]) was taken to enahle the youn<,r loupk; to return to
I'aris in Deeeniher !^;;^: and Sal.me was ^dad to setth- in the
Kue do Jiourl.on, les> f(.r the pleasure of l)ein<r mistress of
the liouse than to discover what her family thoiii,dit of her
married life. Calyste, hatidsome and indilferent. readily al-
lowed himself to lie <rui(ied in matters (.f fashion by Clotilde
and his mother-in-law, who were ^rratified by his docility.
He filled the pla.-e in the world to which his name, his for-
tune, and his connection entitled him. His wife's success,
regarded as she was as one of the most charming women of
the year, the amusements of the hest society, duties to he done,
and the dissipations of a I'aris season, somewhat recruited the
happiness of the young coui)le l.y supplving excitement and
interludes. The Duchess and Clotilde 'believed in Sabine's
happiness, ascribing Calyste's cold manners to his English
blood, and the young wife got over her gl(.<.mv notions; she
heard herself envied by so many less haj.j.v wives, that she
banished her terrors to the limi.o of ba<l divams. Finally,
Sabine's prospei t of rnotheriiuod was the crowning guarantee
for the future of this neutral-tinted union, a good augury
which women of experience rely on.

T.'i'/^ "awj-:
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Id Ocfnlirr is:^rt ih(« voiiii;,' I^iirniiin' till ' Jiu'tiio had n sun,

iliil U.I- M) t'noll^ll li- '.i> IPlIVc lliln lltTSrlf. likt' illlll i-t fVlTJ'

.'.iinim imdcr siiiiilfir cinMiiii^taiiri^. ilow i ,in she lidp Iw-

jij- u In ly ;i iiKitlur w lii'ii li'T ctiilil is \]u' diilil of a livishaiiil

-II inil\ iilnlizrd ? Tims liy tin* riid nf tfic fnlldwin^; sumnitT

ini' v.iis prfimriii;.' to Ufjiii ii.r flr.-t cliild.

n ilic coiirM' of a (wo ycar>' nsidciici' in I'aris, (^alyste

li had <:•.<{ the lij^hl of

in th worhl of passion.

nnocciicc \. .Illiiliicly shed the i

>tij:f on 111- first fvpcricn

', a- the foniradf of tlic yoiini,' Due io .Maufri^'noiise

—

nist'lf, lately married to an heiress. Fi»Ttha de Cintj-

pn

III

.f th >f tht!i<'--ol llie \ leonite .>asiiiien (If lorlenduere, ol Uie

l>,i' and hiuhessc de Hlielore, the Dnc and Duehe.sso de

I.. iiiiiieourl-C'haiilieii, and all the eornpany that met in his

iiii'ilier-in-la\v's drawin^'-room, learnt to see the difTerences

!i,.ii divide j)ri)vin<ial from I'aris life. Wealth has its dark

!;niirs. its tracts of idleness, for which i'aris, hotter than any

"liier ca|)ital, can provide amusement, diversion, and interest.

II. lire, lunler the inthience of these younj,' hushauds, who
ui.iiJd leave the nohlest and most heautifui creatures for the

i!i 'iL'hts of the ciirar or of whist, for the sublime conversation

;it a club or tlie absorbing,' interests of the turf, many of

' ir domestic virtues were undermined in the young Breton

!iii-liaiid. The maternal instinct in a woman who cannot en-

iliire to bore her husband i> always ready to support young
married men in their dissipations. A woman is so proud

nf -eejiiir the nuui .she leaves perfectly free come tack to her

One evening, in October this year, to escape the cries of a

wi ailed cliild, Calysti'—on whose brow Sabine could not bear

! i -II' a (loud—was advi-ed by her to go to the Theatro des

\ iirietes, where a new piece was being acted. The servant

M lil to -eciire a stall had taken one (piite near to the stage-

l'i\.>. Between the first and second acts, Calyste, looking

almiit him, saw in one of tlie-r boxes on the tTound tier, not

f'liir yards away. .Madame de Kochelide.

Beatrix in I'aris! Beatri.\ m ])ublif! The twu ideas

WW . mi I
,^'y'
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jiiorrfd (';ilyst(''< lir.iin likt two arrows. TT<' could sec fur
ii;;ain after lUMrly tlircc yt-arsl- Who ciiii (l.v.ribc tli.' ooniino-

lion in ttir mmiI of tlii> lover ulio. far from for;.'eltin>r, hini

Hoinetiiiies -o ..(.inpletely iileiitified Beatrix uilli liis wife fliat

Sniiine had he-n con-eioiis of it ? Who can iiiider-tand hou
this poem of a io<t and misprized h)Ve. ever livin- in (he heart

of Saliine's hii-liaiid. oversliailowed ilie younj: uil'i's (hitifiil

charms and irieirahle tciiilerness ? lieatrix l)eeanie li^rhl, lln'

(hiy-star. excitement, life, the unknown; while Sal.ine «,i-

dnty, darkness, tlie familiar! In that instant one was pk'a>
lire, the other satiety. It was a thunderl.olt.

Saliine's hiisliand in a hnal impuNe felt a nohle promptiii.'

to leave the lionse. As he went out from the stalls, the

door of the hox was open, and in sjiite of himself liis feet

carried him in. He '.aind liealrix hetween two verv distin-

frnished men. Canalis and Xa'han—a politician and a literarv

celehrity. Dnrinjr nearly tluw years, since Calyste had la<t

Sfen Madame de Koeliefide. .-lie had altered very nuich ; but
t!ioui:h the metamorphosis had elian,L'cd the woman's nature,
she seemed all the more poetical and attractive in Calyste's
eyes. I'p to the a;:e of thirty, clothinjr is all a pretty Parisian
demands of dress; hut when she has crossed the threshold of
the thirties, she looks to finery for armor, fascinations, and
embellishment: slie conii)oses it to lend her frraeos; she finds
a purpo.se in it, assun)es a character, makes herself younj,'

again, stmlies the smallest accessories,—in short, abandons
nature for art.

Madame th' Rochefide had just pone throutrh the chanpintr
scenes of the drama which, in this history of the manners
of the French in the nineteenth century, is called "The De-
Borted Woman." Conti having thrown her over, she had
naturally become a great artist in dress, in flirtation, and in

artificial hloom of every description.

"How is it that Conti is not here," asked Calyste of Canalis
in a whisper, al'ter the commonplace preetinijs which begin
the most monienions meeting when it takes place in public.

The erewhile pcjet of the Faubourg Saiut-Gcrmain, twice

if

i It-
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tiMiii-tiT. iiml now for tlic fuiirlli timf a '4pi'ak«'r hoping; for

'n -h iiroriiotidii. laid his rini.'iT with rnciiniii^ on hifl lips.

i ii- (Aiiliiini'd nil.

"i .im -o ;,'hi(I to sec you."' saitl H«''atri\, in a kiltriiish way.
•

' .in! to ni\ M'lf a.- soon »< I saw yon. hcforc von >aw tiic, that

.'!i. at any rate, woiihl not tli.-oun tnci (»h. inv Calvstc," h1u«

iiiniinri'd in hi> car, "w iiy arc you married ?—and to 8uch a
ll'i' fool, too I"

\- -oon a-< a woman whi-piTs to a newt oiriiT in lior hox,

lid makrs liim sit down liy lap, nifii of hrccdin^' always find
><>}\-' i\(usi' for Icavimr thorn toi^cthcr.

"Arc you corning:, N'athan?" said Canalis; "Madame la

M i'.|iiisc will c\(ii>c mc if I p) to s|„.||l< a word to d'Arthoz,
'lom r sec with the I'rin(e--e dc ('a<lij:nan. I imist talk

.I'liiiil a comiiination of sj)cakers for lo-inorrow's sitting,'."

Tills retreat, clfecird with ;:o<al taste. <:ave ('aly>te a chance
1.

1
rKoverinjr from the shock he had sustained; hut he lost

;ili his remainiuL' stri'ni:th and presence of mind as he inhaled
the. to him, intoxicating,' and poisonous frajrrance of the poem
I illed Beatrix.

Madame de Kochcfide, who had frrown hony and .<*tringy,

uliox' coni[)]exion was almost ruined, thin, faded, with dark
linlcs round her eyes, had that cvenini: wreatheil the untime-
I niin with tlie most iiiL^cnious devices of Parisian frippery.
i.ike all descried women, she had tried to j^'ive herself a
•iri:in ;.Tacc. and hy the cITect of various white draperies to
; rail the maiden- of ()--iaii. with names endinp in a, so poet-
I'.illy ri'prcseme.l hy Oirodet. Her fair hair fell ahout her
!"ni: face in hunches of curls, reflect inj: the flare of the foot-
' -'hts in the sheen .')f sccnteil oil. Her pale forehead shone,
-'c had applied an iiiipereeptible touch of roup* over the dull

' itetiessof her skin, hatlicd in hran-water, and its hrillianov

'"ited the eye. A scarf, so fine that it was hard to l)elieve

i!iat man could have woven it (f silk, was wound about her
"''« so as to diminisli its leiiLrth hy hiding it, and barelv re-

''alinir the treasures cnticinirlv di-pla\cd hv her stay^. The
1 Hiice was a masterpiece of art. As to her attitude, it is

i
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pnongh to say that it was well worth tho pains she had taken

to elaborate it . Her arms, lean and hard, wore scareely visi-

ble throiifrli the carefully arranged pairs of her wide sleeve?.

She presented that mixture of false plitter and sheeny silk.

of flowing' ^'auze and frizzled hair, of liveliness, coolness, and

movement which has l)een called je ne sais quoi. Every one

knows wiiat is meant hy this jc nr sais quoi. It is a com-

pound of cleverness, taste, and temperament. Beatrix was, in

fact, a drama, a stpeciarh, all scenery, and transformations,

and marvelous machinery.

The performance of these fairy pieces, which are no loss

brilliant in dialogue, turns the head of a man blessed with

honesty; for, by the law of contrast, he feels a frenzied de-

sire to play with the artificial thing. It is false and seduc-

tive, elaborati'. but ])leasing, and there are men who adore

these women who pla\ at being charming as one plays a game

of cards. Tliis is the reason— man's desire is a syllogism, and

argues from this external skill to the secret theorems of volu[)-

tuous enjoyment. The mind concludes, though not in words,

"A woman who can make herself so attractive must have other

resources of passion." And it is true. The women who are

deserted are the women who love: the women who keep their

lovers are those who know how to love. Now, though this

lesson in Italian had been a hard onc^ for Beatrix's vanity,

her nature was too thoroughly artificial not to profit by it.

"It is not a matter of loving you men," she had been saying

some minutes l)ofore Calyste went in ; "we have to worry you

when we have got you ; that is the secret of keeping you.

Dragons who guard treasures are armed with talons and

wings I"

"Your idea might be put into a sonnet," Canalis was saying

just as Calyste entered the box.

At one glance Beatrix read Oalystc's condition; she saw,

still fresh and raw, the marks of the collar she had put on

him at les Touches. Calyste, ofTended ity her ydirase about

his wife, hesitated between his dignity a- a husband, defend-

ing Sabine, and finding a sharp word to cast on the heart

Lk
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v-'ieTif'P, for him, rose piioli frai';.. • reminiscences—a heart

': '• liovf'd to hv yet bleeding. Tb' Marquise discerned this

tiMiancy; she had spoken thus, soiely to gauge the extent of

!n r [lowrr over Calyste, and, seeing him so weak, she came to

!;i- .ir.-istance to get him out of his ditficulty.

"W I'll, my friend," said she, when the two courtiers had
! ft. "you see me alone—yes, alone in the world!"

•And you never thought of me?"' said Calyste.

"Viiul"" she replied; ''are not you married?—Tt has been
'!' my great grieis among the n^any I have endured since

i-i met. 'Xot merely have I lost love,' I said to myself,
• ut friendship too, a friendship I believed to be wholly Bre-

i':i." We get used to anything. I now suffer less, but I am
ill. This is the first time for a long while that I have

1' ' irdfiti'd my heart. Compelled to be reserved in the

pr-iiicc of indifferent persons, and as arrogant to those

\\]i'> (iiurt me as tliough I had ne\er fallen, and having lost

:!.'. iliar Felieite, I have no ear into which to breathe the

V. i:.!^. 'I am wretched I' And even now, can I tell you what

! . ;i;!i:ui.-li was when I saw you a few yards away from rae,

:; ii recognizing me; or what my joy is at seeing you close

:• !;ie,—Yes," said she, at a movement on Calyste's ])art, "it

1- ;!iiiost fidelity! In this you see what misfortune means!
A r.'iiliing, a vi^it, is everything.

'

'^'es. you really loved me, as I deserved to be loved by the

!
:
ill wlio has eho.-en to trample on all the treasures I cast at

''

:- feet. And, alas ! to my woe, I cannot forget ; I love, and I

m'.iii to be true to the past, which can never return."

A- she poured out this speech, a hundred tlTues rehearsed,

-^ • n-ed her eyes in such a way as to double the effect of

w.-i- which seemed to surge up from her soul with the

' 'nee of a loiig-restviiined torrent. Calyste, instead of

-'•iking, let fall the tears that had been gathering in his

ee -. I^oiitri.x took his hand and pressed it, making him turn

[ r".

Tliiink you, Calyste; thank you. my poor boy; that is the

''^e. a true friend should respond to a friend's sorrow. We
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understand oaoh othor There, do not add another word I—
CJo now: if we were seen, you luiglil cai'se your wife <rricl' if

by chanee any one tohl her that we liad iiiel

—

tlioiiif|i iniiD-

cently enoiij.di, in the faee of a thousand people.—(Jood-live. I

am i)rave, ynu set " And she wiped her eyes l)y wluit shuuM
be called in feminine rhetoric the ant il he-is of action.

"Leave me to l,iu<:h the laugh of the damned with the people

i do not care for, hut who amuse me." she went on. "I Mr
artists and writers, the circle I knew at our poor CamilleV

—

she was right, no douitt I 1-hirich the man you love, and then

disajjpear. saying. 'I am too old for him I' It is to die a

martyr. And that is best when one cannot die a virgin."

She laughed, as if to eiVace the melancholy impression she

might have niadt' on her ailorer.

"But where can 1 call on you!'" asked Calyste.

"I have hidden myself in the I'ue de {'ourcelles. close Vi

the Pare Monceaux. in a tiny house suited to my fortune, jni.i

I cram my lirain with lileratur(— hut for my own satisfac-

tion only, to amuse myself, lleaveii preserve me from the

mania of writing I— (io. Ii'jive me; 1 do not want to he talked

about, and what will not people .-ay if liiey -I'e us together?

And besides, ("alyste. 1 tell you. if \ou slay a mimite longr
J shall cry, for I can"t help it."

Calyste withdrew, after giving.' hi- hand to Beatrix, and
feeling a second time the deep strange >ensation of a pres^l^•e

on both sides full of .suggestive incitement.

"My (loil! Sabine never stirred my heart like tins," \\a>

the thought that assailed him in the corridor.

Throughout the rest (d" the evening the .Manpiise de Roche-

fide did not look three times straight at Calyste; l)ut she sent

him side glances which rent the soul of ilie man who had

given himself up wholly to his iirst and rejected love.

When the Baron du (inenie was at hoiue again, the niair-

nifieence of his rooms reminded him o\' the sort of mediocritv

to which Beatrix had alluded, and he felt a hatred for the

fortune that did not belong to that fallen angel. On hear-

ing Itiat Sabine had been in bed -ome lime, he was happy in

having a night to himself to live in hi- emotions.
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Ilr now cursed tlio prrspicnity ^rivcn to 8;iI)ino by hor af-

'ti"!i. Wlirii it liiippt'iis tliat a niiin is adnrcd |)v his wife,

.all :va(l liis face like a l)(K)k, shi> knows tlif slightest

,:\'!-nf jiis iniixlfs, she divines the reason when he is calm,
.• ijiicsiion^ licr.-elf whin he is in the h-ast sad, wondering
-lie I- in faiill, -lir watches liis eyes; lo her those eves are

: r.(| l,y liis ruimir tiionght—they h)ve or they love not.

.-ii' knew hiinseif to be the oitjeet ot* a worsliio so complete,
I .iillc", .-() jealous, that he douhted whetiier he couhl assume

• "imhnancc that would preserve the secret ot the ehani,fO

:
1' had come o\i'r him.

What shall I do to-morrow morningr"' said he to himself
~ !' fell asleep. fcarin<x Saiiine's scrutiny.

I'lir when they first met, or even in the eourso of the day,
•: lie would ask him, "Do you love me as much as ever?"

••| ili)ii"t l)orey(ju!'" (iraeious (luestionings, varying accord-

. ii> tiie wife's w it or mood, and covering real or iiuagiuar)'

IJ'erS.

\ -lorni will stir up mud and bring it to the top of iho

M>1 and purest hearts. .\iid so. next morning, (,'alyste,

' was genuinely I'oiul of liis child, feit a thrill of joy at

iriiig that Sal)iiie was anxious as to the cause of some
:n|ii(iius, and, fearing croup, could not leave the infant

-le. The Uaron excused himself mi the score of business

III lireakt'a>iing at home, and went out. He fled as a
= -"iier escapes, happy in the mere act of walking, in going
•"-^ the Pont Louis .Wl. and the ('ham[)s-Klysees to a cafe

I lie hotdevard, where he breakfasted alone.

What i- there in love? Does Nature turn restive under
' -ocial yoke? Does Nature insist that the spring of a
"led life shall be spontaneous and free, its flew that of a

I torrent tossed by the roek^ of conti'adiction and caprice,

~'iiid of a tran<juil stream trickling between two banks—the;

I'lie on one >ide, anil the church on the other? lias she
' iiies of her own when >he is hatching those volcanic erup-

•li- to which perhaps we owe our great men?

^tSk-.^w
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Tt would liavc lioon rlifTifult to find n younp man ninm
piously hroiiglit up tlian Ciilystc of purer life, or less tainted

by infidelity: and ho was rusiiin^^ towards a woman (juitc un-

worthy of liim, when a merciful and L'lnrious clianee hroii.'hi

to him. in Saliine, a <jirl of really aristocratic tx-atity, with a

refined and delicate mind, pious, lovini:. and wholly attached

to him; her anfrelic sweetness still touched with the pathos

of love, passionate love in spite of marriage—suih love as

his for Heatrix.

'i'he trreatest men perhaps have still some clav in tlnir

comjio.-ition; the mire still has charms. So, in spite of f.illy

and I'railty, the woman would then lie the less im])erfcct crea-

ture. Madame de Kocholide in the mid>t of the crowd of

artistic pretenders who surrounded her, and in f-piie of lur

fall, helon<red to the hi^dicst nobility all the same; her nature

was ethereal rather than earth-horn, and <he hid tiie courtoaii

she meant to be under the most aristocratic c,\tcr;:.r. So

this explanation cnnot account for Calysle's stran,i,'e pas-

sion.

The reason may perhaps bo found in a vanity so deeply

buried tliat moralists have not yet discerned that side of vice.

There are men, truly noble as Calyste was, and as handsome,
rich, eleirant, and well bred, who weary—unconsciously jior-

haps—of wedded life with a nature like their own; beinirs

wdiose loftiness is not amazed by loftiness, who are left cold bv

a difrnity and refii ment on a constant level with their own.

but who crave lo find in inferior or fallen natures a corrobora-

tion of their own superiority though they would not ask tlicir

praises. The contrast of moral degradation ami nuignanim-
ity fascinates their si<,dit. What is pure >hines so vividiv bv

the side of what is impure! This com|)arison is pleasinjr.

Calyste found nothing; in Sabine to protect; she was irre-

proachable; all the wasted enorfries of his heart went forth

to Beatrix. And if wo have seen irreat men jdaying the part

of Jesus, raising up the woman taken in .'dultery, how should

commonplace folks be anv wi.sor?

Calyste lived till two o clock on the thought, "'I shall see her
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, L'l ri
!"—a poom wlikh vrv now lias prnvpd sustaining during

,,
I

ii-my of .-rvon luindrfd Iciifruos. Then h.- \v»»nt with a

' ..li! -tip t') till' iJuc (Ic ('ourcollcs ; ho rccoj^nizt'd the house

; . iiL'li lir li.id iicMT M'ln it ; and he, the Duo dc Tfrandlipu's

f. •i-in-la\v, lie, as rich, as iiofijo as tlie Bourbons, stood at tho

f .'! <if the stairs, stnppcd Iiy t!ic fjuestion from an ohl hutler,
'\ "iir name, if ymi iilca>e, sir?"'

t ,i!\>te understood that he niust leave Madame de Roeho-

iM.' I'ree In act, and he looked out on the garden ami tlie

u..:!- .-tnaki'd with hhiek and yellow lines left by the rain on
r i' -Mirco of I'aris.

Madame de K'oeliefidc, like nio-.t fine ladies when thev break
•

. r cliain, liad tied, leaving her fortune in her husband's
':!-. and he uould not appeal for help to her tyrant, t'onti

111 M.idinioisellr des Touches had spared Beatrix all the
•' -^ iif material \ifi\ and her mother from time to time sent

I- .1 -iiiii of money. Xow that she was alone, she was re-

.
. .1 lo economy of a rather severe kind to a woman used to

; .iirv. So slie hail taken lu-rself to the top of the hill on
» ! h lies ihe Tare Moneeau.x, sheltering herself in a little

.M ! oll- o f some departed magnate, facing the street, t)Ut

i a eharming little ^sirden behind it, at a rent of not more
ti ciuditeen hundred francs. And still, with an old man-

'. :!nt. a maid and a cook from Alengon, who had clung to

r !i her reverses, her poverty would have seemed opulence to

:: •' an am!)itious middle-class housewife.
I' :J\>te went up a tliglit of well-whitened stone stair-, the

•\,i\L'< gay with tlowers. On the first :loor the old butler

'. ' d Caly.-te into the rooms through a double door of red
v t i>aneled with red silk and gilt nails. The rooms he
;t through were also hung with red silk and velvet. Dark-
'd carpets, hangings acro.ss the windows and doors, tho
if interior was in contrast with the outside, which the

r wa,- at no j'ains to keep up.

yste stood waiting for Beatrix in a drawing-room, quiet

vie. wh'U-e luxury aireeted simidicity. Ii was hung with
It crimson velvet set olf by cording of dull yellow .silk;

<'.d
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the carpet was a darker rci], tin- winilows looked like conserva-

tories, they were so cniudcil with lioucrs, ami tiiere was sn

little dayliglit. that he eouhl scarcely sec two va<es of fine oM
red porcelain, and hetwcen (hem a >ilvcr cu|) attributed to

Menvciiuto Cellini, and hroiijrht I'nun Italy hy iJeatrix. The

furnitnre of </\\l wood llphol^tered with velvet, the handsunie

eon.-ole.-, on one of which >tood a curious cluck, the talile cov-

ered wiili a IVusian cloth, all liore witne-- to pa~t wealth, of

which the remains were carefully arranL:cd. On a small talili'

Calyste .-aw i-onie trinkets, and a \nu,k half read, in \vhi»h

the [ilace wa- marked hy a dai.'j.''r

—

-\niltolical of criticism—
its handle sparklinj: with jewels. On the wall- ten water-

color drawing's, hand-omely fi'amed, all repi-e-enlini hedrooins

in various hou>e.- where i>eatri\ liad lived in the course of Iht

war lerin;: lifi'. uave an idea of her supreme impei-ii"ence.

i tie rustle of a ^ilk dre-< annouiK-ed the unfortunate lady,

wio ai "are.l in a -tudicil toilet, wlii'li. if Caly-te had heva

liand, would certainly lia\e slinwu him that he ua<

The dress, mad'' lil<e a dre--in:r-^'(i\vn to show a

"f the white tliroat. wa- nf peari-irray watered .-ilk

. hani'int: ^lec\l^-. ^-linuiuu' the arm< eovefci.l with ail

' ve made with ]iul;'- divi'Ied liy -trap-, and with lace

iler fir;- hair, leo-ily la-leiied with a comb, escaped

er u L . of lace and llouei-.

^ ?" s : she with a smile. ".V lover would not have

iirer So you 1 ave some -ccrets to tell me, 1 sup-

\n< seated lier.^elf on a .-(d'a. sitrning to Calyste

;i' her.

I'—not ])erhap- nninlentional, for women
i> of memory, that of the anpds and that of

the d> i\> atri.x earrii'd about her the >ame perfume that

she had u-^ d at les 'I'ouehes when she had lir>t met Calvste.

The breath of this scent, the touch of that ilress, the lenk

of those eyes, which in the twiliirht seemed to focus and retler!

light, all went to Calyste's brain. The unliafipy fellow tVit

the same surgi' of violene.' as had alnadv so nearlv killed

Beatrix
; but now the Manpii-e was on the edge of a divan, not

:: oh

e -^pec'

tr ui!

U;

riTlk's

fi 111
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,( the ocoan ; slip rose to rin;r ilic 1x1!, imtfiii;^ her tinker ic.

1- li|i>. At lliis ( 'iil\.~lf. (-ill led lo nrdcr. cuiiIrnHcd liiiii>flf :

- iimlcrstofx! tli;it llriilriv liml no ho^iiic iiitciitions.

\iihMnf. ! Mill not iit hoiiic lie saiil \<> till' m1(1 servant.

"I'ut some wood on tli<' tin'.— ^'oii kc. Caly-ic, I treat you as

1
t'lifiid," .-he aildcil Willi di;;iiil\ when llir oM man wa> >j:one.

1 1.1 ihH treat iiie a~ vour iiii.~tre>s.- -
1 Lave tun rcniark> to

l-'ir.-t. tliat I .-lioiild not make any l'ooli>h stipulationsiii.iKe.

ui! Ii a man I loved; next, that I will never iii'lniiir uizaiii to

. \ man in the world, l-'or I hejieved my-eif luved. Calysie.

\>\ a s(^rt of Hizzio whom no |)U'd,<res eoiild liiiid, a man ahso-

i ;!.lv free, and you si'c wliillier that fatal infatuation lias

li]Mii;:lit nie,-—As for you, you are tied to the mor-t saered

i!iitie>; you liave a yoiini:, amiaiile. delightful uil'e; and you
.:) a father. 1 should he a> in".\cu.-ahU' as vou are, and we

-Ulil hotl 1 lie mad
.M\ dear Uiatrix. all vour lo;rie falls hefr.p' one word. I

!i:i\e never love ' any one on earth hut mhi. and 1 married in

-;i:U' of myself.
'

A little triek played us by Mademoiselle des Touches,"

Nii'l -he with a smile.

I'nr three hours Madame de 'Rocliefide kept f'alyste faithful

;" !iis conju^ral duties iiy ]ire--ini: on him the horrilile ulti-

ilum of a complete hreaeli with Sahine. Xolhiuir less, she

'i^ ' !ared, could reassure her in the dreadful ])o>ition in which

-ii'- uDuld he [ilaced by Caiystc's passion. .And, indeed, she

•''Ui.;ht little <)f saerilieiii;,' Sahine; >he knew lur ^-o well.

"W'liv, my dear hoy. she is a woman who fulfils all tlie protn-

'if her LMrlhood. She is a thtu'oiiiih (I rand lieu, as hrown as

• r i'(irtUL,niese inother, not to say orani^e-eoinred. and as drv

. - iier father. To speak the truth, your wife will never be l-^st

'• \(iu; she is just a irreat hoy, and (an walk alone. P-ior

•'.i'\ste! is this the wife to suit \ouy She has fine eyes, but

-::' h eyes are i-omiiioii in Italy. Spain, and I'orliiLral. Can a

.'inan so lean he really tender: Kve was fair; dark women
• 'I'sei-nded from .\dam. fair women from (!od. whose hand

: :i a last touch on Kve when all creation was coiiipietc,"'
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At filmut six oVIofk r'iilystc in dospcratinn took up his hat

to Hi).

"Vcs, ^'o. my [loor friend; do not let hor have the disap-

pointniciit of diiiinir without you."

Calystc stayed. He wus so young, so oa.sy to take- on the

wrong >idc.

'•Vou would really dare to dino with me;" said Beatrix.

afTeetiii.i: tlie most provoking surprise. '".My iiuiMl)ie fare doc-

not frigliten you away, and you liavi! enoiigli iiidependenoc of

spirit to eniwji my joy l»y tiiis litth- proof of alfertion?"

"Only let me write a line to Sahine," said lie, "for she would
wait fur me till nine o'clock.

"

"Tlii're is my writing tahle," said Jieatrix.

She lier.self lightt'd the candles, and hrouglit one to the tahle

to see what Calvste would write.

"My <l(ar Sahino."

"My UKAH : Is your wife still dear to you?" said she, look-

ing at him so coldly that it froze the marrow in his hones.

"(io, then, go to dine with her."

"I am dining at an eating-house with some friends
"

"That is a lie. For shame! Yon are unworthy of her love

or mine. All men are coward- witli us. That will do. mon-
sieur; go and dine with your dear Saliinel"

Calyste threw himself hack in his armchair and turned
paler than death. Bretons have a sort of ohstinati- courap'
which makes them hold their own under didiculties. The
young Baron sat up again with his elhow firmly set on the

tahle. his chin in his liand, and his sparkling eyes fi.xed on

Beatrix, who was relentless. He looked >n fin.- that a true

northern or southern woman would have fallen on Iut knee-,

saying, "Takt^ me I" But in Beatrix, horn on the horder 1m-

tween Xormandy and Brittany, of the race of Casteran, de-

sertion had hronght out the ferocity of the Frank and the

maligmly of tlie Xorman ; she craved a tremendous and ter-

rii)le revenge; she did not yield to his nohle impulse.

"Dictate what I am to write, and I will oucy," said the poor
bov. "But then "

L
2il
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"Then, yes," she rcplictl, "for you will lovp mo then as you

Inwil riio at CJuemndc.—Writf. "I aiii (lining in town; do not

"And ?" snid Culysto, t'X[H'('tinfj soniothin;,' more.

"Notliinp.—Sijrn it. (lood," slu' sjiid, seizing this note

Willi cdVCTt joy. "I will send it by a niesscn^'cr."

"Now!" cried C'nly.«te. starting up like ii happy man.

"i have prejiorvcd my liherty of action, I hflicvc." said she,

liM.kinfr round, and pausinjr half-way hctwecn tlir table and

f. lircplace, where she was about to rin^'.

"Here, Antoinc have thin note taken to the address.—Mon-
Hi' ur will dine with me."

t'alyste went home about two in the morning.

After sitting uj) till half-past twelve, Sabine had gone to

|m
I tired out. She slept, though she had been cruelly startled

I . the brevity of Ikt husband's note; still, .-ihe areounted for

1! True love in a woman can always explain everything to

i!;i atlvantage of the man she loves.

"Calyste was in a hurry I" thought she.

Next day the child had recovered, the mother's alarms were

I
:i-t. Sabine came in smiling, with little Calyste m her anus

; ' .-how him to his father just before breakfa-l, full of the

;in tty nonsense, and saying the >-il!y things tliat all young
I- others are full of. This litlie domestie scene enabled Calyste

I" put a good face on matters, and he was cliarining to his

wie while feeling that he was a wreteh. ]\i- ]»layed like a

Ij'a himself with Monsieur le Chevalier; indeed, lie overdid it,

' iraeiing his ])ait ; but Sabine had not reached tiiat pitch

ef liistruit in which a wife notes so subtle a shade.

At last, during breakfast, Sabine asked:

"And what were you doing yesterday?""

"I'ortenduere." said he, "kept me to dinner, and we went to

tiie club to ])lay a few rubbers of whist."

"It is a foolish life, my Calyste," replied Sabine. "The
}iiiing men of our day ought rather to think of recovering all

t'l'' estates in the country that their fathers lost. They cannot

i:\e by smoking cigars, playing whist, and dis.-ipating their

17
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idli'lU',-^ Iiy hciti;; ("iitciit wiHi iniikiuj.' impertinent spoeelic-.

to the [(iirvciiti- will) -.iir iiii-iiiiL' till III t'rohi till tlieir <lignitif<,

In- cutting: till iiimI\(> mIT fiuin tlir m.i-ses, wlinse koiiI iiml

ijl-ilill lllev DllLrlll |m Im', iiinl \n vlmin ihry slinlllil ;||i|)fjir ii-

J'rovidiiiee. liiMi;iil of \,' \w^ a |iarty. yoii will only be nn
()|)iiiiun, ii-< lie Miir.-a\ -aiii. (Hi I irymi cniilil mily know liou

iiiV views lia\f I paiiilrd sinee 1 liave lockid ami siieklcil \,,\\r

child. I want to mt tlic old name of dii (.iiienie ligure in

history.

Then, -ii.ldiiily looking,' strai.Lilit into Caly-tr's eyes, wliiili

were |k tisively lixnl on In r. >lif said :

"^'oll mii-t admit that tlif lirst imti' you ever wrote nio wa<
II littlf al)ni|tt !'"

'"1 ni'Ver tiioiiLdit of wriliiij: t ill 1 feaehed tli • did)."

"{{lit you wroti' on a woman's paper; it had some womanly
seerit."

"The elnl) managers do siuli ipnvr lliinj:s "

'I'he \ miti' de I'orti iidiiere and his wife, a eliarniiiig

yoiiiif.'- eiiiiple. Iiad heeoim -o intimate with the du (iueiiic?

tiiat they shared a ho at th'' liah.in opera. The two vounj;

women. Saiiiiii' and [ r^idr. had bei :i drawn into ihi.s trieiui-

8hip hy a deli<;li' In! e.\ihanp' of adviee. anxietU's. and eoii-

lidcnirs ai)(iut thiir liahi. -. Whili' l'aiy>ii', a novice in false-

hood, was thiiikiiii: to hiiii-elf. 'i must 'j-o to warn Savinien,"
Saiuno was ritleetinjr, '"l fam inl tliat liie paper was stamped
with a eorollet I"

The suspieioii tlashcd like li^riitniiii,' throutrh her conscious-
ness, and shi' hlamed hersrjf for it : imt sli.' made up her miiul

to look for the note, wliidi. in the iiiid-t of li.'r alarms on the

previous day, she had tossed into her lettei-hox.

Aftrr hrrakfa.-t Calyste went ont, ti'Hinu his wift- he should
soon return; he _L;:ot into oiu' of the little low oiie-horse car-

riages whieh were jii>t lH>^iiiiiino- t„ take the place of the iii-

eonvenii'nt eaiuiolet of our urandfathers. Id a few niin-

ntes he reached ihr Rue dcs Saints-lV-res. where the Viconito
lived, and begged him to do him the little kindness of lyincr in
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Disc Siiliino phould quest ion tlic X'iooriitcsec—ho would do as

11 I'lir hiiii tii-M iitiic '111 II. \\ ilrll nlHT olll 111 I lie ilollSt!,

( i!\>ti' Iiiivin;.' Iir^t l)itl(lrii tlif (•(iiirliiiiim to luirrv ii-i iiiiK'h

II- I'll -ililf, wi'iit ill II t"t'\v riiirinti- Iimiii (In- liiu- ties Saititi-

to till' Ifuo do Court lie WHS anxious to know
i;..u I'lriiirix luid -yiciit tiw H'st of tlic niL'lit.

II.- rmiiid llio iia|i|iy victim (W t'lito jii-l out oC her Imtli.

fr. -Ii, liciiutilicd, ami hrcakfa-tiii;,' with a iro'"l apiMtitc Ilf

;ii!i;iin(l the L'racc with whii li his an:_'i'l ale l)oil.'(| cj^^-i. mid

V. !- ill li'_dili'(l with ihr scr\ ill' of L'olil. ii pri'-riit fi'nrn a imi-ic-

1! I'l lord for whom Coiiti had wriltiii some miiil'». on iflrtin

'iiiplird liv his lonUliip. who had i)iil(li>Ii('d tliciii a> liis own.

' .i'\-t(' listciifd to a few |iiii:iaiit aiircdoti'-; rfl.iinl li\ his i(h)l,

u: -•• chief aim was to amii-c iiim. tli iidi >lii' l;ii1 aiiirrv ami

ilicn h(> left lur. lie fancied he jiad lieeii with Iut half

:::i iiour, iiml did not ;:et home till three o'eloek. Hi.- horse,

.; : lie lua-^t frivon him hy tiie N'icomtose di (Irandlieu. looked

i' if it had come out of the river, it was so ^treauiin;,' with

^u. at.

r.y such a chance as a jealous woman always plans, Sahine

M !~ mi ;:uard at a window lookiiii: out intn the courtyard, out

'I jiiiticnce at Calyste's late r. turn, and uiiea -y without know-
::_ why. She was struck hy tie condition ol the lior.>c, its

iMi.iitli full of foam.

"Where lias he heeii ?"

The question Avas whispered in her ear hy that power which
!- imt consciei'it'—not the devil, nor an anirel—the power
v'M'h sees, fi . s, knows, and ^hows us the unknown; which

iii.iKes us helie\e in the existence of spiritual lieinirs. creatures

iif our own hrain, ^'oin^- and (omillL^ and liviiiir in the invis-

li'li- >plieres of idea>.

Where have you come from, my darlin;;?'" said ~he. ;:oinjf

'! 'All to the lirst landinj: to meet Caly.-te. •'.Vbdel-Kader is

i.iir deail ; you said you would he out liut a few iiiiiititen, and
] !;ave heeii i'X])ectin^ you the.-e three hours

"Well, well," said Calyste to himself, improviiiir in the

.1!! of dissimulation, ''1 must ^.a' out of the scrape hy a

nm
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proscnt.—Bear little nurse," he said, putting his arm round
his wife's wai^t witli a more coaxing pressure than he -. ould
have given it if he had not felt guilty, "it is impossible, I

see. to keep a secret, however innocent, from a loviu"
wife . . .

"We don't tell secrets on the stairs," she replied, laughini;.
"Come along!"

In the middle of the drawing-room that led to the bed-
room, she saw, reflected in a mirror, Calyste's face, in which,
not knowing that it coidd be seen, his "fatigue and his real

feeling showed: he had ceased to smile.

"That secret?" said she. turning round.
"You have been such a heroic nurse that the heir-presump-

tive of the du (iuenics is dearer to me than ever; 1 wantr-l
to surprise you—just like a worthy citizen of the Rue Saint-
Denis. A dressing-table is being fitted for you which is a
work of art—my mother and Aunt Ze[,hirine "have helped—"

Sabine threw her arms around Calyste,and held him clasped
to her heart, her head on his neck, treml)ling with the weight
of happiness-, not on account of the dressing-table, but because
her suspicions were blown to the winds. It was one of those
glorious gushes of joy which can be counted in a lifetime, and
of which even th(> most excessive love cannot be prodigal, for
life would i)(^ too quickly burnt out. .Men ought, in such
moments, to kneel at the woman's feet in adoradon, for the
impulse is sublime; all the powers of the heart and intellect
overtlow as water gushes from the urn of fountain-nvmphs.
Sabine melted into tears.

Suddenly, as if stung by a viper, she pushed Calvste from
her. drop])ed on to a divan, and fainted awav ; the sudden chill
on her glowing heart had almost killed her. As she held
Calyste, her nose in his necktie, given up to happiness, she
had smelt the same perfume as that on the notepapo'r'—
Another woman's head had lain there, her face and hair had
left the very scent of adultery. She had just kissed the spot
where her rival's kisses were still warm.
"What is the matter?" said Calyste, after bringing Sabine
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liirk tn r senses bv bathing her face with a wot handker-

Co and fctrh tlie doctor, and the accoucheur—both. "^ cs,

I lit 1 ihc milk has turned to fever. . . . They will not
ii!i' at once unle>.-! you <ro yourself *' Vmts. she .siiid. not

'

; ;iinl the voits startled Calyste. who flew off in alarm. .Vs

•'•••'.\ as Sabine heard the outer jrate shut, she spran.i: to her
t " i like a fri^ditened deer, and walked round and round the
:•' 111 like a crazy thin<r, exclaiminj:, ".Mv tiod I mv (JodI mv

The two words took the place of thought. The crisis she
h.i !

ti.-ed as a pretext really came on. 'I'he hair on her head
i'i! like so many eels, made red hot in the lire of nervous
t-riii( nt. Her heated blood seemed to her to have mingled
with her nerves, and to he bursting from eveiy j)ore. For a
11.' Munt she was blind. "I am dying!" >lie shrieked.

At this fearful cry of an insulted wife and mother, her
iiiiiid tame in: and when she had been carried to her bed and
la-! recovered her sight and senses, her first gleam of intelli-

^'1 ;:' e made her send the woman to fetch lier friend Madame
<\r I'nrtenduere. Sabine felt her thoughts swirling in her
I'.-.iiii like straws in a whirlwind.

I -aw myriads of tiiem at once," she said afterwards.
i'iien she rang for the manservant, and in the transport of

1' \. r found strength enough to write the following note, for
Mi' was possessed by a mania, she musi be sure of the truth :

—

To Madame la Baronne da Guinic.

"ni:.vr{ MAMii.\,—When you come to Paris, as you have led
11- I'l lio[)e you may, 1 will thank you in person for the bcauti-
!-; pre.-ent by which you and Aunt Zephiriue and Calyste
ii'iH'se to thank me for having done my duty. 1 have been
•iiiij.ly paid by my own happiness.—1 cannot attempt to ex-
iTr-- my i)leasure in this beautiful dressing-table, when you
;^rf here I will try to tell you. Helieve me, when I dress before
ii - glass, 1 shall always think, like the Koman lady, that my
ilioice-t jewel is our darling angel," and so on.

=.,A.S
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.Sill- hill] I hi-; liltiT linstcd iiv luT own Illilid.

\\'lu'n ilif \ ir(.iiiii--r ill' l'ui'(cti(lii( ri' ciniir in. the sliivrrinir

fit (if a vidli-iii lc\cr had suciicili'd the lir>t j)ar()xy.sm of luad-

nc>,-.

"Ir^iilr. I hclii'vc I am L:()ini: to die." said she.

"W liai ails yuii. my dear'""

'Tell mc wliai did ('aly.~tc ~nd Savinieii do yesterday cvpti-

iii;,' al'liT dinner at your house:"

"What dinii'i':-" replied I'rside. to whom lier !iii-l)aiid liail

as yet said iinthinLT. not e\|)eet in,L'' .in immediate in(|i!; v.

"Savinieii and I dini'd alone la.-t eveiiiii;^. and went to the

Ojiera witliiiui Caly-te."

"I r<ule, dear child, in the naiiK' of \oiir hue for Savinieii.

I adjure ymi. keep the >eerel of what I iiave a>k-ed you, and

what I will tell you. "^'oii ainiie will know wlial I am dyiiiL'iif

— I am hetraveil. at the end of three years—when 1 am not

yet three-and-tweiity "

lier teeth cliattert'd. her eyes were lifele-s and dull; her

face had the irreenish iiue and -urfaee of old X'eiietian glass.

"^'on— -o haiid-nme!— l\u{ for whom I"

''1 do not know. Hut Calyste has lied to me—twiee. Xot

a word I Do iint pity me. do not he indiirnant, afTcet iiriio-

raiiee: you will hear irho. perhaps, through Saviriicn.—Oh!
yesterday's note

"'

\nd shivering in her shift, she flew to a little cabinet and

todk (Hit the letter.

".\ Mar(pii>e"s coronet I" she said, getting into bed again.

"Find out wh.ether ^Vfadaine de Koeliefide is in Paris. Have 1

a lieart left to weep or groan 'f—Oh. my dear, to see my helii f>.

my piMiu. mv idd. my virtue, my happine--, all, all destrnvcd.

crushed, lost I—There is no Ciod in Heaven now. no love on

earth, no more life in mv heart—nothing I— 1 do not feel sure

of the daylight. 1 douht if th(>re is a sun.— In short, mv heart

is suffering so cruelly, that I hardly feel the hurrihle jiain in

my breast and my face. Hafipily the child is weaned. .My

milk would have poisoneil him I" And at this thought, a

torrent of tears relieved her eyes, hitherto dry.
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i'ntty ;\ra(Lirne do PortcnduiTc, ho](liii,<r the fatiil note
u.'iich Siihiiic luid smelt at for ciTtainty, stood specc'ldtss. at

liiis dcspcrato woe, ainazed by tliis d.'atli of love, and unahlo
I- -ay anyihinj,' in spite of the incoherent fragments in which
.'^iilMiie strove to tell her all. Suddenly Ursule was en-
lightened by one of those flashes which come only to sincere
^.Uls.

•I must save her!"' thou<rht she. "Wait till I return,
Siinif,'- cried she. "I will know the truth."

''Ml. and I shall love you in my gravel" cried Sabine.
Madiiiiif (Ic i'orteiidiiere went to the Duchess de Grandlieu,

iiwi-t"d on absolute secrecy, and informed her as to the state
s.iliiiii- was in.

••.M.iihime." said she, in condusion, "are you not of opinion
li.ii. to save her from some dreadful illness, or perhaps even
I :kh!(i,-.s—who can tell ?—we ought to tell the doctor .'very-

ti:inir. and invent some fables about that abominable Calyste,
-" a- to make him seem innocent, at any rate, for thepresent ?"

••-My dear child," saiil the Duchess, who had felt a chill at
tiii- revelation, "friend.-.hip has lent you for the nonce the
r\|H rience of a woman of my age. I know how Sabine wor-

!: ||< tier liusband : you are right, she may go mad."
'•.\nd she might lose her beauty, which would be worse,"

'aid the Vicomtesse.

"Let us go at once!" cried the Duchess.
They, happily, were a few minutes in advance of the

funous accoucheur Dommanget. the only one of the two
ill I tors wlinm Calyste had succeeded in finding.

"I r-ule has told me all," said the Duchess to her daughter.
"Viu are mistaken. In the first place, Beatrix is not in
Tiri.-. As to what your husband was doing yesterday, my
'liiling, he lost a great deal of money, and does not know
\''''< IV to find enough to pav fir your dressing-table—

"

"And tills?" interrupted Sabine, holding cut the note.

This!'" said the Duchess, laughing, "is .Jockey Club paper.
' rv one writes on coroneted paj)er—the grocers will have
til lis soon "
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The prudent inotlicr to.N<fd the ill-starred document into the

fire.

When Calvstf and Doiniiiaiiget arrived, the Duchess, who

had given her t'rdcr.-. was informed; she left Sabine with

Madame de rortenduiTc, and met the doctor and Caly^te in

the drawing-room.

•".Sabine's lift' is in danger, monsieur," s.iid she to Calystc.

"You liavr brcu fal>e to her with Madame de Koehefide"--

-

Calystc l)lu>h('d like a still decent girl caiiglit tripping
—

''and

as \ou do not know how to deceive," the Duchess went on, "you

were >o clumsy that .Sal line's guessed everything. You do not

wish my daughter's death, 1 suppose?—All this, Monsieur

])()mmani:et, 'nves vou a clue to mv daughter's illness and it's

cause.—As for you, ("alyste, an old wonum like me can under-

stand your error, but I do not forgive you. Such forgiveness

can only he purchased by a life of happiness. If you desire

my esteem, fi-st save my child's life. Then forget Madame de

Koehefide—she is good for nothing after the first time!

—

Lean' to lie, have the courage and impudence of a criminal.

I have lied. (!od knows I I, who .shall be compelled to do cruel

j)enance for such mortal sin.''

She explained to him the fictions she had just invented.

The skilful doctor, sitting by the bed, was studying tlie

])atient's symptoms, and the means of staving off the mischief.

While he was jirescribing measures, of which the success must

dej)t'iid on their immediate execution, ("alyste, at the foot of

the bed, kept his eyes fixed on Sabine, trying to give them an

expression of teiuh-r anxiety.

"Then it is gambling that has given you those dark marks

round your eyes?" she said in a feeble voice.

Tlie words startled the doctor, the mother, and Ursula, who

looked at each other: Calyste turned as red as a cherry.

''That conies of suckling your child." <aid Dommanget
cleverly but roughly. "Then husbands are dull, being so

mucli .separated from their wives, they go to the club and play

high. But do not lament over the thirty thousand francs

that Monsieur le Baron lost last night
"

*«B^^''

';.::v



»

BEATRIX 265

"Thirty thousand f raiics !" slid Vr>uU' like ;i simpleton,
•"^t.-, [ know it for cfrtaiii," rrj)lic(l Donuuaiigot. "I

ii.ini this mornin',' at the house of the Duchessc IVrthe do
M iiifriirnt'use that you h)st llie n.otu'y to ^rniisiciir do
Tnullcs" ho added to ("alyste. "IIou- Van ymi play with
-1^ ii a man? Hoiie.-tly, ^ionsieur lo Baroiu" I understand
\ .111- l)cin<,' ashamed (jf yourself."'

Cidyste, a kind and ^'onerous soul, when he saw his motlier-
I!: liiu—the i)ious Duchess, the younrr Viseount.'ss—a happy
u;!r. and a selfish old doctor all" lying like curio^itv dealers",
iin.icrstood the greatness of the danger; lie shed two largo
ir.iv-. which deceived Sahine.

".Monsieur," said she, sitting up in hed, and looking wrath-
fiilly at Domnianget, "Monsieur du (iuonic may lose thirty,
!it';y. a hundred thousand francs if he chooses without giviiig
,i!!v one a right to find fault with him or lecture him.' It is

!'-il.r that Monsieur de Trailles should have won the money
from him than that wo, wc, should have won from ^[onsieur
'i- Trailles!"

('alyste rose and put his arm round his wife's neck. Kiss-
in- her on both cheeks, he said in her ear, '"Sabine, vou are
ail :i!igel

!"

Tuo days later the young Baroness was considered out of
'hiM-cr. On the following day Calyste went to :\radame de
1.''^ licfide, and making a virtue of his infamy

"licatrix," said he, "you owe me much happiness. I sacri-
fi. -! !iiy poor wife to you. and she discovered evervthing.
li" fatal notepaj)cr on which you made me write, with your
irinial and coronet on it, which I did not hap[)en to see—

I

>av, nothing but you ! The letter B. happilv, was worn away;
I'Ht ill,' scent you left clinging to me, the lies in which I en-
t.r-!>Ml myself like a fool, have ruined my happiness. Sabine
|i;- i"cn at death's door; the milk went to her brain, she
!! !~ • rv<ipelas. and will perhaps be disfigured for life. .

'. ."
l''iitrix, while listening to this harangue, had a face of

«l
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Arrtic coldness. ('nou<:li to freeze the Seine if she had looknl

at it.

'"Well, so iiiueh the hetter; it may hieaeh her a little, [ur-

lia|i>."" And l'«t''iitri.\. as dry as her dwii lioiirs. as variahlc ns

her eonijih-xiun, as sliarp as her voice, went on in this tonr. a

lii'iidi- '>!' ci-nel epi^^ranis.

Then' can he no ;u'reater blunder tlian for a hu^liand to talk

to his n!istress of his wife, if she is virtuon-, nnless it he in

talk to iiis -vife of his mistress if siie is handsome. \]u\

Calyste had not yel had the sort of Parisian edueation which

may l)e called the ;,M)od maniieis of the passion-. He couM
neither tell his wife a lie nor tell iiis mistress the truth—an
indisj)ensal)le trainin<r to enalile a man to nianau'e woinen. So

he was ohliu'cd to appeal to all the p.>«er< of pa-<ion for two

lon^' hours, to wrinj; from Beatrix the for::iveiiess he he;:;,'C(l,

denied him hy an anj,'el who rai,-cd licr eyes to heaven not to

see the culprit, and who uttered the reasons peculiar to

]\Ianiuises in a voice choked with well-feiLMied tears, that >lii'

furtively wiped away with llie hicc ed;:e of her handker-

chief.

"You can talk to me of unir wife the verv dav after 1 havo

yiehhdl—Why not say at once that she is a pearl of virtue?

I know, she admires your beauty! 'i'hat is what I call di'-

pravityl I— I love your soul I For I assure you, my ilar

boy, you are hideous compared with tome slu'idierdd of the

]?oman Campafrna ," etc.. etc.

This tone may seem stranp'. hut it was a part of a svslcm

deliberately planned hy Beatrix, in her third incarnation-— fur

a woman completely ehanires with each fresh pa-sion—she is

far advanced in fraud—that is the only word that can descrilie

the result of the experience* srained in ^uch adventures. The
Marcpiisede Uochelide had sat in judiriuent on herself in front

of her mirror. ("lever women have no delusions about thens-

selves: they CMunt thc-ir wrinkh-;: they watch the heirinniii.'-

of orows'-feet : they note the appearance "f every speck in thnr
skin; tiny know themselves liy heart, and .-how it too plaiii'v

by tlie immen-e pains they take to preser\(> their beautv. \u'\
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Mi. In , nTitriid .ipunst ii liciiulifiil y(iun<r uif.-. to tiiumph over
1,. r -i\ il.ivs a week, I{('';iiri\ s.)ii;rl,t to win In- llic wi'aix.iis
'•!' i'h- ruurt.xan. Withoiii .onfrssin^' to luT.-olf the basoness
<4 li>r conduct, ami larnCd away to use such moans hv a Turk-
liM' pa>.-i(,ii for the luuKlsonic yoiii!<,' man. slu- n'solvcd to
make him hclicvc that he was clumsy, ugly, ill made, and fo
I'lii.nr as if .-he hated him.

Tiicrc is no u\i,!\' successful method with men of a
'1 .'Miicerin;: nature. To them the comiucst of such disdain
:- I'ic liiumpli of the first day renewed on every morrow. It

I- iiiwrr: a is Mattery hiihk'ii under the mask of aver-ion, and
ouiiiu' to it the charm and truth w'.idi underlie all the
II 'i-iiiior|. hoses inv( nted hy the great nameless poets. Does
n-t ;i man then say to himself, '"I am irresistiMe I" or -I mu.st
l-\>' her well, since I conquer her repugnance I"' If you deny
!!:i- I'rinciple. which llirts and courtesans of every social grade
ii-.nvered long ago, ym must di.seredit the' pursuers of
s' I' nee, the in(iuirers into secrets, who liave long heen repulsed
!! t!icir duel with hidden cau.sos.

In'atrix seconded her use of conten-.pt as a moral incite-
iii'iil hy a constant comparison between her comfortable
! '!' Ii"iii<' iiiKl the Hotel du (luenie. Every deserted wife
II' -lects her honu' out of deep discouragement. Foreseeing
t!ii-. Madame de Kocheilde began covert innuendoes as to
t!:'- luxury of the Faubourg Saint-tJeruuiin. which she
liL'inatized as absurd. The reconciliation scene, when Beatrix
tiii'l" f'alysto swear to hate the wife who, as she said, was
!'l

;
ini: the farce of spilt milk, took place in a perfect bower,

'y '
IV she put herself into attitudes in the midst of beautiful

•' "^civ aiul jardinieres of lavish costliness. She cjirried the
''-' of iritles. of fashionable toys, to an extreme. Beatrix,
;''';^ into contempt since Conti's desertion, was bent on gain-
nij -lull fame as may be had by sheer perversity. The woes
yf I! \oung wife, a Grandlieu, rich and lovely, were to build
inr a pedestal.

^

W ln'ii a woman reappears in society after nursing her first
'i'li'l. -he comes out again improved in charm and beauty.

J

a
,
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Jf tlii"! plia-^f of nintoniity can rejuvenate ovon women mi

l(m;.'er in their first youth, it j.'ive.s youn^' wives a spleinii.l

freshne-.-. a cheerful activity, a hrio of life—-if we may a{)[.'v

to the hody a wnnl wliieh the Italians have invented for the

miml. liiil while tryiii;: to nsnrne the [deasant hahits of thi'

honeyinoon. Sahine did i\ot find the same Calyste. The iin-

hajjpy ^iri watched hiiri iii-Iead of aliandoninj,' herself to

happine--. She expected the fatal perfume, and she sinejt

it ; and >he no lonjrer confided in Ursule, nor in her mother.

\vh(» had so charitahly doccivod her. She wanted certaiiitv,

and she had not |on<,' to wait for it. Certainty is never coy;

it is like the sun, we soon ni'cd to |)ull down the blinds heforo

it. In love it i.« a repetition of the fahle of the Woodiiuin

callinjr on Death. We wish that certainty would blind us.

One mornin;:. a fortni^dit after the first catastrophe, Sahiuo

received tiii.s dreadful letter:

—

iJ!-

To Madame la Dnronne du Oxienic.

"GUKRA.NDI.

"My nr.vn D.mt.htki!.— ^^y sister Zepliirinc and I are lost

in conjectures as to the dressinf^-table mentioned in your

letter; I am writinjr about it to Calyste, and beg your for-

giveness for my ignorance. You cannot doubt our affection.

We are saving tria>ure for you. Thanks to Mademoiselle ile

Pen-Moel's advice as to the management of your land, vou

will in a few years find yourself po»es>ed of a considerablo

capital without having to diminish your expenditure.

"Your letter, dearest daughter—whom I love as much a.s

if I had borne you and fi'd you at my own breast—surprised

me by its brevity, and especially by your making no mention
of my dear little Calyste : you had nothing to tell me about the

elder Calyste; ho, I know, is happy," etc.

Sabine wrote across this letter. "Brittanij is too noble to He

vifh one accord!" and laid it on Calyste's writing-table. He
found it and read it. .\fter recoirnizing Sabine's writing in

the line across it, he threw it into the fire, determined never
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U) have soon it. Sabino "ipcnt a whole wook in mi*ory, of

wiiirh tin- secret may l)e umltTstoofi liv tho>e celestial or

!.. itnit souls that iiave never heeii tduilicti hy the win^ of the

fiil'd aii^el. Calysle's sileiice tcrrilicd Sahinc.

'i. who ought to he all sweetness, all juv to liirn- 1 have

\r\,<\ hiin. hurt hiiu! My virtue is heeorne hatiful ; 1 have

[« tIi.ijis humiliated my idol." saiil she to lur-elf.

'I hrse thoui^hts pldU^^hed t'urfows in lur soul. She thoui:ht

lit" .i-kiuf,' forgivene-s for tliis fault, hut certainty Id-ouglit her

ffi -h proofs.

I'l.'alrix, insolently hold, wrote to Calyste ont^ day at his

I'iWi house. The letter was put into Madame du (liienic's

h.ind.- ; she gave it to her husband UDoj)ened, but she said, with

lir.iih in lier soul, and in a broken voice:

''.My dear, this note is from the Jockey flub; I know the

>.« nt and the paper."

Calyste blushed and put the letter ill his pocket.

"Why do you not read it?"

"1 know what they want."

The younp wife sat down. She did not get an attack of

f' ' r, she did not cry, but she felt one of those surges of rage

wiiirli in such feeble creatures bring forth monsters of crime,

uiiirh arm them with arsenic for themselves or for their rivals.

l.i'tle Calyste was presently brought to her. and she took

liuii on her lap; the child, but just weaned, turned to find the

bn :i-i under her dress.

"iFe remembers I" said she in a whisper.

Calyste went to his room to read the letter. When ho was
jZ'i;w the poor young creature burst into tears, such tears as

w iiinn shed when they are alone. I'ain, like pleasure, has its

in;iiatory stage; the first anguish, like that of which Sabine

li.i'! Ml nearly died, can never recur, any more than a first e.K-

{" :
ii nee of any kind. It is the first wedge of the torture of

t!;" heart ; the others are expected, the wringing of the nerves

i- a known thing, the capital of strength has accumulated a

d'tiosit for firm resistance. And Sabine, sure now of the

W'irst, sat by the fire for three hours with her boy on her knee.

11^
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nnd WHS finite >tiirtl<(l wIhmi (ia^.-iliii. now tlwir houso-scniiiil,

catiic to :inriHiiiirf iliat (Iiiiikt wa^ on tlic tabli'.

"Let Moii-iriir know."

".Mi>n>i<'ur i> iini ilinin^ at Iioiih'. Madame la Marnnne."

Who can tell all the nii-erv I'm- a Nniin;,' uomaii of thr<i-

and-lwi ntv. the lorliire of liiulin;.' hrr.-eif ahuii' in th* tni'Ni

nf a \.i-l <linin^'-rnnin, in an ancient li(iu>e, m rvcd h\ -ihni

men, and in >iich circiini>taiice>?

"• >rdiT the earriagi'." she said suddenly ; '"I am ;i:"ing tn \h<'

( )|iera."

She dressed sjilendidiv ; she meant to sliow her.-elf aloiic,

and >niiliii;r hke a liapjiv womaii. In tin midst of her it-

niorse for the endorsement on that letter >li(' was delermiiit d

t^) triumph, to iprin<; ('al\>te hack tu her hy tlie ;,M-(ate-f <:' n-

tlene.-s, hy wifely virtno, hy the ineeknes- of a I'a^chal laiiili

.She wonhl lie to all rari>. She l((\ed hiiii, ^he lo\ed hiiii a?

courtesans love, <ir an^'ejs, with pride and with humility.

liul the Opera was OIIhIId. W hen Kuhini >aii^- // //((-/ » 'T

si ditiilr, she tied. Musie is often more iinwerful than thr

poet and theactnr, the two most formidalple natures eomliiind.

Sa\inien de rortendiiere accompanii'd Sahine to the poriuo
and put her into her carriage, unahle to account for her pru-

eipitate esca[ie.

Madame du (luonic now entered on a period of sufTerings

such as only the highest classes can know. Vou who are iioor,

envious, wretched, when you see nn ladit--' arms tho.<e .-nakr.-,

with diamond heads, those necklaces and piii>. tell vout>elve.s

that those vipers sting, that those necklaces have poisomd
teeth, that those light honds cut into the tender floli to tliu

very (piick. All this lu.xur}- must ho paid for. Jn Sahmc's
position women can curse the pleasure> (d" wealth; they cea.-i'

to see the gilding of their rooms, the silk nf sofas i> as \o\v.

e.xotic tlowors as nettles, perfumes stink, miracles of cookery
terape the throat like harley-hread, and life has the hitterness

of the Dead Sea

Two or three .nstances will so plainly show the reaction of

--r- i
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I niMin or of II wiitiiMii Mti li;ii'|iin('«-<. tlinf ovcrv otu' who luw

.\jMTi(iHt'(l it will li'- niiiimli li of tlii'ir li<iiiii'-lift'.

S.iliinc, wiiriird nf tlic .lifudl'iil tniili. .-tinliiMl Iut huslmntl

uMti he was ;.'niii^' (lilt, In fJll(^s III thi'diix'^ |iriw|)C( Is. Witli

u'lit a .«tirp' of siip|in->i (I fury doi - a wdinaii lliii;.' ln'r»<'!f on

iM ill.' p'llliot piki's of such torturr!- W Iml jov for Sahiiif

viii 11 \u- iliil iiui p. to tiif liiii' ill' Coiirci'llo! W li'ii he I'aim^

I'l -III' uoiilil look at his hmw. his iiair, hi- eve.-, Iiis i-xiin-ssioii

iii.i attitmii'. with a horrilih- intcrfst in tril!<'-. ami the

Minlioiis ohscrvalioii of the Mio>t rccoiiditr details of liis dress*,

: . uhich a woinaii loses Iht self-n':-|M'ct and (li;.'nity. These

sinister investi;,'ations. hiiried in her heart, turned sour there

.111.1 ciirrodcd the slemlrr roots, whence ;.'row the hhn' flowers

..f iiolv (onlidcnce, the j,M>ldcn stars of sainily love, all the

iti^.—oiii- of iiicinnry.

One day Calyste looked round at everythin;: with ill-humor,

hut ho stayed at lioinc" Siihinc was coaxing' and huii'hle,

. 'i.irfnl and arnnsin;:.

"You are cross with nie, ("alyste; am 1 rot a good wife?

—

What is there here that you do not like?"

"AH tho rooms are so cold and hare," said ho. "You do

!:.it understand this kind of thing."

•What is wanting?"
• flowers

"'

"Very good," said Sahine to herself: "Madame do Roche-

;;.!.• is fond of tlowcrs. it would seem."

Two days later the rooms at the Il.".til du (luenic were com-

j.litely altered. No house in Paris could pride itself on finer

t: .\v. rs than tlio-e that decorated it.

S.irue time after this Calyste, one evening after dinner, com-

plained of the cold. lie shivered in his chair, looking ahout

Imii to see whence tho draught came, and evidently seeking

Hi. 'thing close ahout him. It was somo time before Sahine

.iil.l guess the meaning of tips new whim, for the house

wii^ fitted with a hot-air furnace to warm the stairease, ante-

r..oin-:, and passages. Finally, after three days' meditation,

it ^lruck her that her rival had a screen, no doubt, so as to
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produce the pubdufil liplit that was favnrahlo to tho dotorinra-

tion of her face: so Saliino purcliased a screen made of glass,

and (if Jewish iiiaijnificenoo.

"Which way will the wind blow now?" she wondered.
This was not the end of the mistress' indirect criticisni.

Calypte ate so little at home as to -Vive Sal)ine crazy; he sent

away his plate after nibbling two or three mouthfuls.
"Is it not nice?" asked Sabine, in despair, seeing all the

pains wasted which she devoted to her conferences with the

cook.

'•I did not say so. my darling," replied Calyste, without
annoyance. "I am not hungry, that is all."

A wife given up to a legitimate passion and to such a con-

test as this, feels a sort of fury in her desire to triumph over
her rival, and often outruns (he mark even in the most secret

regions of married life. This cruel struggle, fierce and cease-

less, over the visible and outward fads of home-life, was
carried on with erpuil frenzy over the feelings of the heart.

Sabine studied her attitudes and dress, and watched herself in

the smallest trivialities of love.

This matter of the cookery went on for nearly a month.
Sabine, with the help of Mariotte and Gasselin, invented stage
tricks to discover what dishes Madame do Rochefide served up
for Calyste. Gasselin took the place of the coachman, who
fell ill to order, and was thus enabled to make friends with
Beatrix's cook; so at last Sabine could give Calyste the same
fare, only better; but again she saw him give himself airs

over it.

"What is wanting?" said she.

"Xothing," he answered, looking round the table for some-
thing that was not there.

"Ah I" cried Sabine to herself, as sh" M-oko ne.xt morning.
"Calyste is pining for powdered cockroaches* and all the Eng-
lish condiments which are sold by the druggist in cruets;
Madame de Rochefide has accustomed him to all sorts of

spices."

»Balz:io has hmineton!>. cockchafers. It v/m an old joke that Soy was made of
cockroaches.— Tiansfator.
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Sho bought an Engli:h cruet-stand and its srorohing con-

t( iits ; but she cnukl not pursue her discoveries down to every

d.iiiity devised by her rival.

Tliis phase lasted for several months ; nor need we wonder

wlicri we remember all the attractions of such a contest. It

is life; witli all its wounds and pangs it is preferable to the

blank gloom of disgust, to the poison of contempt, to the

l,::Mikncss of abdication, to the deatii of the heart that we

(ail indifference. Still, all Sabine's courage oozed out one

( \i ning when she appeared dressed, as women only dress by a

surt of inspiration, in the hope of winning the victory over

ail!. t her, and when ("alyste said with a laugh:

"Do what you will, Sabine, you will never be anything

iiut a lovely Andalusian !"

"Alas!" said she, sinking onto her sofa, "I can never be

fair. Hut ii this goes on, I know that I shall soon be five-and-

thirty."

She refused io go to the Italian opera ; she meant to stay

m her room all the evening. When she was alone she tore the

tluwers from her hair and stamped upon them, she undressed,

trampled her gown, her sash, all her finery under foot, exactly

i:k'' a goat caugiit in a loop of its tether, which never ceases

Mrn^'gling till death. Then she went to bed. The maid

pivsently came in. Imagine her surprise !

"It is' nothing," said Sabine. "It is Monsieur."

rnhappy wives know this superb vanity, these falsehoods,

v,\\(T-\ of two kinds ot shame both in arms, the more womanly

win< the day.

Sabine was growing thin under these terrible agitations,

L'lvf ate into her soul; but she never forgot the part she

had forced on herself. A sort of fever kept her up, her life

- nt back to her throat the bitter words suggested to her by

L't-ief : she sheathed the lightnings of her fine black eyes, and

iiiade them soft, even humble.

si

ll<r fading health was soon perceptible. The Duchess, an

a iniirable mother, though her piety had become more and

iS

. ; If
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ninrt' fortiitriusc. fhoiiL'^lit tlicn^ was ^nnic irmrtal (li>ca>o in

th(,' Tfiillv ~ickiy ((iinlitioii wliicii Saliiiic v\ idcntlv t'licmiraifci!.

Slu> knew (if I hi' ackni)ul(Mi-viI iniiinacy of Calvsti- and IVa-
trix. She took i-nvf to lia\c her (iaiiLrliirr with her tu irv l..

heal licr wiiuinli'd l'rclin,i:>. ami. ahdvc all. to >avc Ikt rrnm
her daily iiiaftyrdoni : hut Sahiiic fur a Inmr' iluw rnnaincil

pcr.-isti'titly silent a> to her woe-, I'cariiii;- mihu' iiiti'i'Vi'ntnin

l)otwccn hcrscir and f'aly.-lc .She dcdaivd shr- w.i-^ ]ui\>\>\ '.

Havin,i: (•xhall^I<d xut.iw, she fell hack nu lu r [jfidc. on all lirr

virtues.

At the end of tlie nionth. however, of heiii','' petted hv Iht

sister Clotilde and her mother, she confessed her .irriefs. told

them ail her siiirerin<rs, and cursed lif<.. sayin^r that she looked
forward to death with ddiiiuu- joy. sjie de-ired Clotilde,

who meant never to marry, to he a mother to little Calystr.

the loveliest child any royal race need v, ish for as its hcjr-

presumptive.

One eveninir, sitting' with her yoiimrc^t sifter .Xthena'is—

who was to he married to the \'i((iinte dc (Irandlieii after Lent—with Ch)tihle. and the Duchess. Sahiiic uttered the last ctv

of her an,L'iii>h of heart, wruiiir from her hy the extremilv
of her last humiliation.

"Athenais," said she. when at ahont eleven o'clock the voim,'-

Viconite dnste de (irandlicu took his leave, "vmu are ixoiiiir to

he married, profit Ity my example! Kcp your h<'st <pialities

to yoursf If. as if thev were a crime, iv-i-i the temptation to

display them in order to pl(>a-e ,Iii-te. I'.e calm, diirnilled.

cold; mea>ure out th" ha[ppinev-. you liive in pro])ortion to

what you receive. It is mean, hut it is iiei-e-sarv.—Vou see.

I am ruined !ty my merits. .Ml I feel within me that is the

best of me. that is fine. holy, nohle.—all my virtues have hcii

rocks on v>hic!i my happines- is shipwreekeil. ] have ceasiwl

to he attractive hecause I am not six-and-lhirty I— In some
men's eyes youth is a defect! Then' is no u-'uesswork in a

guileless face.

'*T laujili hone-ily. and th.it i- (piite wroni: wlH>n. to he

iaseinating, you ought to he ahle to idahorate the melancholv,
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.iM'Iirf>>o(l sniilo of the fjillcii aiiixols who are oblip:cil to hide

Mi.ii- Iniii: yellow teeth. A fresh eoiiiplexion is so iiionoto-

1,11^: far prcfcnilile is a dolTs waxen surface, compounded of

r-ii-c. -ptrniaceti. and eold-'reani. 1 am straightforward,

and (Iciuhie dcalinii- is more plcasini:! 1 am frankly in love

:l!.r an linnest woman, and I onj;ht to l.e trained to tricks

:>.\A iii.itKi'nvres like a country actress. I am intoxicated with

il,,' (l.li-lit of havin,;: one of the most charminir men in

i-;,MMC \'uv my hn~l>and. and T tell him sincerely how fine a

-Mitleiiian he is, iiow jrraeefully he moves, how handsome 1

iiiiiik him : to win him 1 ought to look away with atfected aver-

-i-n. ii> hale love-making, to tell him that his air of distinc-

linii i- >iniply an uidiealthy pallor and the figure <>f a con-

^iiiiiplive patient, to cry U[) the shouliler.s of the Farnese llor-

.!i!r-. to make him angry, keep inm at a distance as though

a Mrugirle were needi il to hide from him at the moment of

ii.ippine.-s some imperfection which might destroy love. 1

;:!ii -n unluckv as to he ahle to admire a line thing without

Miiving to give myself importance l>y bitter and envious

.i;iici,-m of everything glorious in poetry or heauty. 1 do

h't want to he toUl in verse aud in pro^-e by CiUialis and

N.ithan that 1 have a superior intellect ! I am a mere simple

girl: I see no one hut Caly^te I

•if I had only run all over the world as she has; if, like

' • r. 1 had -aid. "I love you,' in every I'luroix'an tongue. I

>!]euld he made niueli of, and pitied, and ad(jred, and could

,-i\e him up a ^lact'donian ban(iuet of eo-n\opolilan hni'r-

1

A man does not thank you for your tenderness till you have

.-r! it ntf bv contra-t uilh malignity. So I, a well-born wife,

iiiu-i learnall impurity, the interested charms of a prostitute!

. . . And Calyste. the dui>e id' thi- grimacing! . . .

ii'i. mother! oh. my dear Clotihle! 1 am >tricken to death.

M\ pnde is a deceptive a'gis; 1 .;m defenceless against sorrow
;

I -;i:l love my lui-iiand like a fool, aiul to bring him back to

I
•

I need to borrow the keen wit of indilference."'

-viily chiKI." wlii>pered L'lotildc, •pretend that you are

>•> !.; oil veiigeanee."'

} II
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"I mean to die blamolo-i?, without even the appearance of

wrong-doing." replied Sabine. "Our vengeance should i,r

wortliy of our love."

"My child," said the Duchess, "a mother should look on li
•

with colder eyes than yours. Love is not the end hut the

means of family life. Do not imitate that poor little Baroniic

de Macunicr. Excessive ])assion is hiirriMi mid fatal. And
God sends us our afHictions for reasons of His own. . .

"Now that Athenais' marriage is a ^et^l^(l thing, I shall

have time to attend to you. I have already discussed the

delicate position in which you are placed with your father

and the Due de Chaulieu and d'Ajuda. We shall find means
to bring Calyste back to you."

"With the Manpiise de Roehefide tliere is no cause for

despair," said Clotilde, smiling at her sister. "She does not

keep her adorers long."

"D'Ajuda, my darling, was Monsieur de Rochefide's

brother-in-law. If our good Confes.^or approves of the little

manoeuvres we must achieve to ensure th(! success of the plm
I have submitted to your father, I will guarantee C'alyste's

return. My conscience loathes the use of sueli method^, mi,:

I will lay them before the Al)be Brossette. We need not

wait, my child, till you are in cxirctnis to come to your as-

sistance. Keep up your hopes, ^"our grief this evening i..

so gr. at that I have let out my secret: I cannot bear not i><

give you a little encouragement."

"Will it cause Calyste any grief?" asked Sabine, looking
anxiously at the Duchess.

"Bless me, shall I be such another fool?" asked Athenai<
simply.

"Oh! cliild. you cannot know the straits into which Virtue
can plunge us when she allows herself to be overruled l»v

Love!" replii'd Sabine, so bewildered with grief that she fell

into a vein of poetry.

'i"he words vere spoken with such intense bitterness that

the Duchess, enlightened by her daughter's tone, accent, and
look, understood that there was some uncoufcssed trouble.
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"Girls, it is midnight
;
go to ImmI," said she to the two others,

!;'iM' eyes wiTO sparkling.

"And am 1 in the way, too, in spite of my six-and-thirty

ii's?" asked Clotilde ironically. And while Alhenais was
-in;: her mother, she whispered in Sabine's car:

Vnn fiiall tell me all al)out it. 1 will dine with j'ou to-

• n-'iw. If mamma is afraid of compromising her con-

it lue. I myself will rescue Calyste from the hands of the

th

"Well, Sabine," said the Duchess, leading her daughter
ii> liir bedroom, "tell me, my child, what is the new
null!.'."

"I 111. mother, I am done fori"

"Why?"
"I wanted to triumph over that horrible woman; I suc-

>ii(l, 1 have another child coming, and Calyste loves her
vrlament ly that I foresee being absolutely deserted. When

• has proof of this infidelity to her she will be furious!

—

i. 1 am suffering such torments that 1 must die. I know
' n lie is going to her. know it by his glee ; then his surliness

"\vs me when he has left he. In short, he makes no secret

It ; he cannot endure me. Her intlucnce over him is as un-
i'loome as she is herself, body and soul. You will see; as

! reward for making up some quarrel, she will insist on a
ii!ie rupture with me, a breach like her own; she will carry

III off to Switzerland perhaps, or to Italy. He has been saying

.i{ it is ridiculous to know nothing of Europe, and I can
ss what these hints mean, thrown out as a warning. If

i'.\-te is not cured within the next three months, I do not

\y what will come of it—I shall kill myself, I know!"
" i 'nhappy child I And your son ? Suicide is a mortal sin."

I'.iit do not you understand.—she might bear him a child;

I if Calyste loved that woman's more than mine—Oh! this

i' -' end of mv ])atience and resignation."'

^^iii' dropped on a chair; she had poured out the inmost
HL^hts of her heart : she had tin hidden pang left ; and sor-

'. i- like the iron prop thai sculptors place inside a clay

lire. It is supporting, it is a power.

V
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"Well, well, <:o lioiiic n'lw. pnnr litilc tiiiii;:! Kiiv'O tn fac,'

with so imuh >nllVriiiL'. |ii'rli;i|i~ t!n' .\I)1m'' uill ^'ivc iiii' aliMthi-

tiun I'ur l\\v vtiii.il .-ins ucarc I'orci'd to ciniimil by tiic trii ki iv

ol' till' unrM. Lc,-i\c rnc, daiiulili'i'," >\\r saiil. ;:oin^' to !i'-r

firii'-l >i(ii ; "I will iic-ccrli tin- Lord and the lilc-^scd Virgin

more oiHcialiy i'or yon. .\lio\c all, do not nc^^dtT-l your rr-

li^doiis diitU's iJ' you hope I'm- .-uecess."

"Succeed a~ we inav, iiintlier, we can only save the fanulv

honor. ('aly,~te lias killed the >aered fervor id' liAe in tiie ly

e.vhau.-tinLi' all uiv pouei'.-. e\en ol' r-nil'eriii:j:. What a honi'\-

nioon was that in which from the tir.-t day I was bitterly

(•oiisciou> uf his retro>lieeli\e aduiterv I"

i

T -I ; 1

.\t about one in the aftenionn of the t'ollowiiiLT day one uf

the priests of the l'"a\ibf)ur,i; Saint-(!eriiiain— a man <li-lin-

fruished anion;x the eleruy ol' I'ari~, ile>i,i:-nate a- a Ki^liop in

ISKJ, but will) had threi' times nd'uM'd a >ee— the Abbe Hros-

sette was ero>>inj: the lourlyard of tiie llotd (irandiieu willi

the jieculiar e-ait one niu>t eall the eecle-iastical piit, so ex-

pressive is it of prudence, mystery. ealmne~s. irravity, .iml

diirnity itself. He was a small, lean man. about fifty years

of aji'e, with a faee as white as an (dd wniiians, chilled In

priestly fa-tin^\ furrowed by all the sulTerinu's he made his

own IMack tyes. alijihl with faith, but softened by an e\-

pri'ssion that was mysterious rather than mystical, pive life

to this apostolic eounlenanee. iii' alniu-t smiled as he went

up the stops, so little did he believe in the enormity of tlie

ease for which his penitent had sent I'nr him: liul as the

Duchess' hand was a sieve for alms, she was well worth the

time her jiuileh^ss coi'i..'SsioMS stole from ihe serious troubles

rf his pari>h. On hcariiiir him annouiuid, the Duchess P'-i'

and went forward a few >teps to meet him. an honor she did

to none but cardinal-, bishops, priests of everv ^Tade. duch-

esses older than her-elf. and iiersonaLTes of the Idood royal.

"My dear .\bbe," said she. pointing' to an armchair, and

sjieakiti,!,' in a lnw tone. "\ rei|iiire the authority of your <-\-

pi'ricnce before 1 t'lnijark on a rather luisty intrigue, from
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li. liowovor, I liopo for ;i frond r.\-ult : I ui.-h to liarn from
wlu'tlicr I shall find the way of salvation very thorny in

("!! iMjurnco."

-.Madaino la Duolicsse," said the AI.Ih' Brossette, "do not
iiiix ii|. spiritual and wordly matters; they are often irre-

cn:]. ilal.ie.—In the lirst place, what is this'lmsiness?"
"My daiiirhtiT Saiiinc, you know, is dyini,' of grief. Mon-

-,. r.f dii (iuenie ne-krts lier for Madame de Koehelide."
•It is terril)l(—a very serious matter; hut you know what

i!;.' !.cloved Saini-Franrois de Sales says of such a case. And
r. 111. hiIht iladame de Guyon, who bewailed the lack of mysti-
ri-ni in the j)roofs of eonjufral love; she would have been only
!

•.. -lad to find a Madame de Roehefide for her husband."
-Sahini! is only too meek, she is only too completely the

( iiri-iian wife; but she lias not the smallest taste for mysti-

•I'nnr young thing!'' said the cure slily. "And what is

.v-ui- iilan for remedying the mischief?"
•i have been so sinful, my dear Director, as to think tliat I

nuiriii let loose at her a snuirt little gentleman, wilful, and
>unkrd with evil characteristics, who will certainly get my
>.'ii-in-law out of the way."

"i laughter,"' said he, stroking his chin, "we are not in
li.f I ribunal of the repentant ; I need not speak as your judge.

- i'l-Drn a wordly ))oint of view, I confess it would be final—"
'•Such a proceeding strikes me as truly odious!'' she put

• \i!d why? It is, no doubt, far more the part of a Chris-
ti.iii lo >natch a woman from her evil ways than to push her
!••' 'anl in them; still, when she has already goiic so far as
M liiiiMc lie Hochcllde, it is not the hand of man, but the hand
"! <ci,l. that can rescue the sinner. She needs a special sign
l'i"'ii Heaven."

I'hank you, Father, for your indulgence," s"id the Duchess.
"I' it we must remember that my son-in-law is brave, and
1 Ilrcfon; he was heroic at the time of that poor Mad.ame's
ati. (iiptL'd rising. Now if the voung scanegrace who should

i.
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undortakc to clinrTii Madiiiiic dc "RoHiofido were to fall out

with C'alystc, and a due! should (-nsuo
"

''I'luTc. Madame la I>mliesi=e, you show your wisdom; tin-

proves that in such devious cour,-cs we always find -mmh'

sturMliliiiLr-block."

"liul 1 hit u|ioii a uicaiH. my dear Ahhe. of doiu^ irdm],

of rpsouini: Madame <](• I'ocheddf fi-om the fatal patli shr 1-

followinjr. of hriniririjx ("alyste liack to liis wife, and of saving

a {)oor wanderiujr soul perhaps frfim hell
"

"But. then, why consult thc?" said the eure. smilinjx.

"Well." said the Duehess, 'M should have to do some ugly

things
"

"You do not mean to roh any one?"

"On the contrary, I shall j)rol)al)ly spend a good deal of

money."

"Vou will not slander anvbodv, nor
"

"Oh !"

"Nor do any injury to your nei^xlihor?"

"Well, well, I cannot answer for that."

"Let us hear this new plan," jaid the cure, really curiou'.

"If. instead of drivinj: one nail out by another, thou<:ht 1,

as T knelt on my yirie-Oiett, after heseechin;,' the Blessed

Virpin to jjruide me. I were to ^d Monsieur de Hochelide t"

take hack his wife ;ind pack off ("alyste—then, instead of

ahettine evil to do jxood. I shoidd he doinj,^ a jrooil action

throu^di another Ity means of a no less irood deed of my

own " Tlie priest looked at the lady, and sci'intil

thonphtful.

"The idea has evidently come to you from so fur

that
"

"Yes." said the simple and humble-minded woman, "anil

I have thanked the Viririn.—And I vowed that besides fiayin'.'

for a ncvraiiic. I would irive twelve hundred francs to soine

poor fainilv if 1 should succeed. Hu\ when I spoke of the

matter to Monsieur de (irandlieu. he burst out lautrhinL'. ami

said— 'I reallv lielieve that at your time of life you woiaen

have a spt'cinl devil all to s'ourselves.'
"
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•Monsifur It- Puc saifl, in a luisijand's fasliion, just what

I
.1- aliout (<• olisi-rvc wlicii ymi in*,(Trui)tt"l iiu'," replied the

,\Mi''. who could not iielj) sniilinfr.

U'l. Fatiier, if you approve of the plan, will you approve

if liir iiicthod of execution? The jjoint will he to do with a

li :i.un Madame Scliontz—a Heatrix of the Saiiit-(!eorges

.j' vtcr—what I had intended to do with Beatrix; the Mar-

ijui> v. ill then return to his wife."

"i iun sure you will do no wronfr." said the Ahhe dexter-

iiii-lv. lint clioosinj: to know more, as he thou;.'ht the result

II. I
' -ary. "And you can consult me if your conscience makes

ii-i !t' heard," he added. "Supposinj: that instead of atTord-

iii_' I hi' lady in the Hue Saint-(ieorj:es some fresh occasion of

iii!-i '.luiuct, you were to find her a liushand?

"All, my dear Director, you have set ri;:ht the only had fea-

luri' nf my scheme. Vou are worthy to he an archbishop, and
1 Mi|i.' to live to address you as your Kminence."

'I II all this, I see hut one hitch," the priest went on.

-And what is that?"

"Madame de Kochefide mij:ht keep your .^on-in-law even if

'!•'' returned to her husband?"

"That is my affair," said the Duchess. "We. who so rarely

iiMriirue. when we do
"

"!'o it badly, very badly." said the .\bbe. "Practice is

ii' < ill (1 fi.r everything!. Try to annex one of the rascally raci*

w: .1 live on intri^'ue, and emplov him witiiout betravin^ vour-

Srlf."

"t»h ! Monsieur le Cure, but if we have recourse to hell, will

ii- ;Mii he on our side?"

\'ou are not in the confessional." replied the Abbe; "save

\' i>!' child."

Tile i.rood Ducliess. deli-zhted with the keeper of her con-

-> i' uce, escorted him as far as the drawing-room door.

A siorm. it will be seen, was iratherins: over Monsieur de

II'Thrfidc. who. at this time, was eiijoyini: ttie greatest share
' f liripiiiiu'ss that a Parisian need desire, finding himself quite

tr>
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as much tlic muster in ^^Jlllillnt• Sdmntz's Imu^o as in lii^

wift'V; as tli»' I)iik(' liinl very >lin'W(lly n-iiiarkt'd to liis wifi', it

would seem im|)nssil)l(> to upset so deli^'litful and perfect ii

plan of life, 'i'his theory of tiie matter iieci— itatcs a IVw

details as to the life led hy Monsieur dc li'ntlielide since hi-

wife had [liaccd him in the position of a deserted hu-l

\V( liall tlnis uiidcr-tand the enorim ivis il!l!"erci

liiiit

ice 111 till

view taken Ky law and hy eustoin of the tun ^e.\es in ihr

same circumsiaiicc-;. i-lvcrvthiiiLr that work* uoi- to a dc-ciii I

wi fe 1 )e( 'onie> i.appiiicss ti> the de-erle(l hu-liaiii his strih

in;j antithesi> may perhaps induie innrc than one yoiiiiu' wil'

to remain in her 1 loiiie and fi'dit it out. like Sahiiie du (iuei lie,

by praetisiiifi the mo>t cruel or the mu-t iiiolVin.ise \iitu'-,

wliiciiever she may prefer.

A few davs after Beatrix's lli'dit. Arthur tie IJoclicfid (—an

onlv child after the death of his sister, the lir-I wile o f tl

Manpiis d'Ajuda-l'into, who left him no children— fuurnl

himself master of tlu' family maii^idii of ilie lio<licfidi's. lino

d'Anjou-Saint-Hoiiorc. and of two hundred tliou-and franc-

a year, left to him hy his father. 'I'hi- line fortuni'.

lail when lie married, raised Ins iii-addod to that which he I

come, ineludinj.' his wife's porti(Ui, to a tluMi-and francs a

day. To a ^rentleman of such a charaitcr a~ .MadiiiHii.-eJIe di-

Toxxches had sketched to C'alv.-te. -ucli a forliine was liappi-

n.!

111!.' Ills \ii-t po>>essions, l/ui

M'.ile his wife wa- occuiiied uilh lo\iinakinu aness.

motherhood, Koehefide was eniov

he did "lot waste the moi lev aii\' moiT than he would wa^te Ins

al-intellipcnco. His hurly, <rood-natiii(d ciuucit, amply
isfied with the rejuitation for h iim' a liiir man, to which he

dciiiiiowed some success, entitlinj: hini, as lie hcucvcd. lo cone

women as a class, <jave itself full play in the sphere of in-

tellect, lie was jrifted with the sort of wit which may he

termed rcfractinfr, hy the way he repeated other |)erson's jests

and witticisms from plays or the new-paper-; he appropriain!

them as his own; he atfeclcd to ridicule ihcin. caricaturiiiL.'

them in repetition, and usinj: them as a formula of criticism;

then his military high spirits— for he had served in the
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Kin<;V riuard— lent spiic to liis conviTsation. so that dull

uMnicii fiilKd liiiii witty, and tht- rest diiri'd not con-

tradict them.

Arthur carried thi-s sy-tcni out in everything'; he owed to

ii.iiurc the u.-efu! trick of heinp an imitator without heing an

;i!.( ; he couhl imitate (juilc seriously. And so, tiii)U;.'h lie had

!i I ta-te, lie was always the first to take up and to drop a

f.i-iiinn. He was accused of frivin;,' tno niucli time to his

liiiirt. and of wearing' stay-; hut lie wa- a typical example of

t:iii-c mill \\ho, hy acceptin;,' tlu' notions and the follies of

nihcr-. ncviT oir<nd any one, who, always being up to date,

!! \cr grow any older. They are the heroes of the soc(jnd-rate.

This hu?hand was pitied; I'.catrix was held ine.xnusablo for

liaving run away from the be.-t fellow in the world; ridieule

f-ll iiuly on the wife. This worthy, loyal, and very silly gen-

ilniian, a member of twvy club, a subscriber to every

iiS-urdity to which blundering patriotism and party-spirit gave

i\~' . with a facile good-nature v.hi< h biought him to the front

oil (Very occasion, was, of course, bent on glorifying himself

by sonio fashionable liobby. Ilis chief pride was to be the

.Miiiati of a fnur-footed seraglio, managed by an oM Hnglish

grudiii, and this ki'unel cost him from four to five thousand

frarirs a month. His favorite fad was niiuiing hor.<cs ; he

j'lironizcd breeders, and jiaid the e.\])enses of a j)ai)er in the

r.n ihl: intere-t ; but he knew little about horses, and from the

iiridle to the >h()es trusted to his groom. 'J'his is enough to

.-\]><w that this "grass-husband'' had nothing of his own

—

i;i iiliir wit, nor taste, nor position, nor even absurdities; and

hi> fortune had come to him from his forefathers.

After having tasted all the annoyances of marrien life,

\\>- was so happy to find himself a bachelor again, that he

v.iiild say among friends, '"I was horn to good luck!" He
"'juiced especially in being able to live free of the expenses

to uhich married folks are conifielled ; and his house, in which

!!"t!iing had invn altered since his father's death, was in the

-•ate (if a man's home when he is traveling; he rarely went

;!ur(, never fed there, and scarcely ever slept there.
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Tliis was flic lii-tnrv nf ihj., ii.-l|.(i. After irmnv love af-

fairs, tirt'd of uoiiicri of fa-liion. who arc iridccil wcanlul
onou^'li. atnl who -I't tori many iliy lliorii-hc(|i.'cs rouinl liii'

happinos Ihcy have to ;,'ivc. he liad practii^ally niarrM.i

Mailaiiic Schoni/, a woinati notorious m tlic worhl of Kaiun
Hcaiiprc and Su/aiiiu- du \'al-Nohlc, of Maridics, Klon-ri.

tines, .Jenny Cadmes. i,,,,! the |ik.', 'I'his world- of \\iri,!i

one of our dran;,'lit.-Miiii wittily remarked. i\< he itoiniid i,,

the whirl of an Opera hall. "When you think that all that himI,

is well housed, and dro.sed. and tVil. you (an loriri a -ood i,!, a

of wiiat nun arc!" -this danp'rous world has already hi.n
s(Hn in this History of Manners in the typical fi^'urcs (,f

Florinc and the famous Malapi (of .1 Dau'jhtvr of Krr ami
The Imaijinnni Mi.<lr,:<s\ . hut t,, paint it faithfully, ihc his-

torian would have to represent such iiersons in sotnc niuncrKal
proportion to the variety of their stranire individual lives, eiid-

iiif,' in poverty of the most hideous kind, in early death, ni

ease, in hafijiy marriap'. or sometimes in .u'reat wealth.
Madame Sdiontz. at first known as la Petite Aurclie, to

distin^niish her from a rival far lc>s clever than herself, li.--

lonf:ed to the hi^dier class of tiicM' women on who.-e social iHr<

no douht can he thrown either hy the I'refet of the Seine ..r

by those who take an interest in the prosperity of the citv of

Paris. Ccrtaiidy the "rats"' accu.ed of devouring' fortuiics,

which are often inia-,nnary. in some respects are more like a

beaver. Without the Aspasias of the .\otre-I)ame de Lorettc
quarter, fewer houses would hi' huilt in l»aris. Pioneers of
fresh stucco, in tow of speculation, [litch their outlviii::

tents alonj,' the hillsides of Montmartrc, hivond those dcMTi>
of masonry which are to he seen in the streets round liir

Place de rKurope—Amsterdam, .Milan. Stockholm. London.
and ^foscow—architectural step[)es hetrayim: their emptiiu-:-
by endless plai arils announcini: Aportninil.^ to Irf.

The j)osition of tiiese lailies is commensurate with that of
their lod;,'in^'s in these innominate re«rions. If the house is

near 'he line mark<>d hy the Rue de Provence, the woman has
money in the Funds, her income is assured; but if she lives
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,i\it ritar tho cxtcrfor l>oiil<vanl-i, or on tln' lioisht towards

liir hiiiTiliIf ^^ll•llrlt of Hilt i^'iinllfs, s\u' in ciTtainlv poor.

Now wlii'ii Mon^iitur dc Itndicfidc tlr^t mot Madatuf

Srh.tiii/, slic wart lixl^'iii".' oil till' tliinl tloor of tlic only limise

t!i. ri -landing' in the Ifiic <1<' ii'TJin. Tin' iiaim' of this un-

!i .irri. il wife, an yon will liavt- iindiT'tood. was in'itlitT Aurclie

ii r Si hontz. Slif (oMccaiftj Iht father's naiiic-—that of an

(il.! ^I'ldiiT of tin' Krnpirt', the perennial colonel who always

a.|..rii- tlu' orijrin of these existence-, as the father or the

-nliKrr. Madanie Sehontz had enjoyed the henefitri of a

.'nituiioiis education at Saint-Denis, where the younp persona

a:v aduiirahly tau;,dit, hut where the younu' persons are not

].: ..ided on leaving; with hushands or a livinj^—an adniirahle

fi Hilalion of the KnijuTor's, the only thinj,' lacking ''^'i'li?

\\'r liniperor hiins«'lf! "I fhall Ih' there to provide for tho

ill lu'hters of my lejiionaries," said he in answer to one of hia

M lusters who looked forward to ii future. And in tho

swni- way Napoleon said, "I shall be iliere," to the members
of the Institute, to whom it would be better to ijivo no

ia ri.irarium at all than to pay them eij;hty-thrce francs a

ni"iiili. less than tho wapos of many an otiieo clerk.

Aurelie was very certainly the daughter of the valiant

('i' ihI Sehiltz, a leader of those darin;: Alsatian partisans

whii -,) nearly suceoeded in savinjj t' e Kmperor in the French

fiuniiai;rn ; he died at Motz, robbed, ne^deeted, and ruined.

Ill l.-^ll Napoleon sent little .losephine Sclnhz. then nine

wars old, to school at Saint-Donis. Without father or

III i»!iiT, homo or money, tho yioor child was not driven out of

the Institution on the second return of the Bourbons. She

r'liiained there as undor-teacher till 1827; but then her

pari' lice failed, and her beauty led her astray. When she

ua- (if ajio, Josephine Sehiltz, the Kmpress' goddaughter,

'iii'iarkel on tho adventurous life of the courtesan, tempted
I" litis doubtful career by the fatal oxample of some of

ill r <(liool-fellows as destitute as she was, and who rejoiced

in I heir division. She substituti'd on for (7 in her father's

I'lii". and placed herself under the protection of Saint-

.\urclia.
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Clever, wiftv, nnd well infoniud.

an h

\va\>

H' iiuHlf more niistakr
or more sini)Jlld (ollMiailKiIlS. wllo-c wrniiir-doiii;.

Diiscd (III sf -inttTcst. At'tiT V,

writer.-;, sonic

after trviiii: lur rdnmir \v

ua
ii'loiH cnniicctions will

I'lKU- hut uiiiiianiiiTlv, sniiic >-!eV(|- hiil in d.

Mil Sdiiif I'icli liit'ii as eh
they Were sillv; after saeriHcinLr •a.-c to a tnu

-fis

learn iU'j: in ev<TV >cli<io| where e\|ierienee mav he o-

ay, wlien, in the depths of poverty, s!

passion, nil

aineil. III!

Valentii
le was (laneni<z

lo -— the fir.-t St i^f to Mnsard's—dressed in a \u

rowed 'mwn, liat. and caiie he altraeted 1{oeneiKic
tion; lie had come to >ee the famous iialoj)! H.t eh
bewitciied the m^ntlenian. who had

alt.'

venii

exiiaiisied every Sensation

:

and when, two year.- after, heinir de-erled i)y JV-atri.v, whoso
wit had often diseoneerted him. lie allied himself with a

soeond-hand Healri.x '"of the Tliirteemh Arnuidis.-ement," no
one thotifrht of iilaniin<r him.
We may here .trive a sketeh of the four seastms of surh a

happy home. It is desirahle to show how the theorv of "a
marriafre in the Thirteenta Arrondi.v-inienl" iiielndcs all ihe
whole connection. Whether a manpiis of forty or a retired
shopkeeper of .sixty, a millionaire six time- over or a nan of
narrow private means, a fine trentleman or a middle-da.-s
citizen, the taeties of passion, harrin- the dilFerenees insepa-
rat)le from di-^similar >oci;il -iihere-. never varv. Heart and
banking aoeonnl maintaiti an exact and definite relation.
And y..u will he ahle to form an idea of the ohstaeles the
Duchess must meet with to her ehariiahlc -ehcp.ic.

Few persons understand the jtow.T of words over ordinarv
folks in France, or the mischief done iiy the wits who invent
them. For instance, no liook-xi^eptT could add nji tln^ fiixnre-
of the sums of money which have lain unpr-duetive ami rustv
at the bottom of generous hearts and fu!l eotfers in con-
sequence of the mean [ihrase, Tinr iitir rnrultc—U, fleece or
l)lecd a victim, Tlic \\nv>\> lia\(. hcconie -,, common that thev
must iie allowed to defaci> thi- page. ISe-i,],.^, if we venture
into the '"I'liirtc. mil Arrondi.<sement,"' wc must needs ado[,!
it> pietiiresijue language.
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Monsii'ur dc Rochofidc. like all .-iDall niiiid-, was fonstantly

;ii I'i ar (if Id'inir \>\vi\. From {\ic bf,::iiniiiii; of his attai-linu'iU

|.. Mailaii'.i' Sclioiitz. Arthur was (ni his ;,'iiar'l. and was at

i'l.il tiiii'' a di'cadl'iil scri'W. Iris ml. tu ii-c aiii'ih'T >lan;.' wnril

.w" ihc studid and tho hrothd. This wurd riii ( wiuL-li in

iivnch has many shin*,' uses) when ap|iiiiil id a vniifLr ^riid

!i;.,ins the jH'rson entertained, hut a]ij'li'<l to a man means
liic ^tin,Ln• entertainer. Madame Sehont/. had too nmeh iii-

[.•llip-nee, and knew men too thorou.Lrhly. imi ik t'ound hiuii

h'ijif- i.n such a iK'^nmiin^'. Moii-icur (h' leM-liotlde allowi-d

^!.;llame Schontz five iuindn'd i'ranes a month, furnishi'd.

!;i';i;:erly enuu<rh. a set of room,- at iwrlvc hundred fiane- a

V. nr on the second floor of a house in t!ic IJue ('o(|uenard. an<l

-.
;
iiim.-elf to study .\urelie"s eharaiter : and .-he. lludinir iier-

V if -pied ujion, ^ave him eharaeti-r to -uuly.

ie-helide was deli^irhted to ha\r eoiiie aei'o-s a w<iman of

~:'.'\i a nohlo Tiature, Itut it did iioi .-i^loiii^h iiim : her mother
A:i- a Jiarnheini of Ead(>n, ([uite a lailyl .\nd then .\urelie

'
:

' liecn so well brouiihl up ! Speaking- F.Uii!i>Ii, (ieriiuin, and
!• :i:aii. .-ho was versetl in foreiirn lilcraluiv : -hr euidd |iil li'-r-

^i '!'. without di.scomfilure. apiin.-t piaiii-is n( liie -econd ela-s.

.\iA. note the jioint ! she beha\ed as re.irardi.d h<'r taleius like

,; Woman of hreedinjr: she never talked ahout them. In a

i'.'iiiiter's studio she would take u\> a bru.-li in fun. ami .-kctih

.! 'iead with so nuieh yo as to amaze tii,- eompanv. As a

; :-iime, when she was pinini: as a -chonl tcu-hcr. >hc had
'i,;!iblcd m some sciences, but her life a< a ki'pt mi.-tn-- hail

:-'\\n salt over all this jrood seed. and. of (niir-e. .-he laid tiii>

t! lUrr of those precious fri'owths, re\i\i'd bir him. at .Vrthur's

r"t. Thus did Aurolie at first make a di-pbiy of di-inter-

• -.'dness to match the pleasures she eouhl -/wv. whith eti.ibli d
;' - liirht corvette to cast her frrapplinL'- irons flrndy on board

. . .-tatelicr craft. Still, even at tiie eiid of the fir-i vcai'. -in-

i;!;i'i"' a vnlijar noise in the aiite-room. manairiiiL' to rMuic in

.i'i-t when the Manpiis was waitiiiL' for her. and tried t.i hido

i' '• disn-racofully muddy hem of lier LTown in <ueh a wav as to

I'i :ke It more conspicuous. In short, she so cleverly contrived
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to porsiiado lior Grox Papa that her utmost amhition, aft"- <o

many vicissitudes, was to enjoy a siriiplo. uiidrllc-class ex-
istence, that liy ;lie end of ten months the second phase of
their connect ion lieL'an.

'I'hcn Miidarne Schontz had a fine apartment in the \\\h-

Saint-(;eori:e.--. Arthur, wlio couh! iin lonLrer conceal from
her tile fact of his wealth, pave lier iiand^ome furnitun'. a
service of plate, twelve hunilrcd francs a month, and a liiile

low carria,-:e, with a single horse, hy the wcrk. and he granted
her a littU; groom with a fairly good grace. She knew what this

nuinifi(cnce was worth; she detected the motives of her
Arthur's conduct, and saw in them the calculations of a
close-fisted man. Tired of living at re^iaurant-^. where the
food is general; e.\ecrai)le, where tlu -iiiii)Iest dinner of anv
refinement costs sixty francs, and tw.> hundnd for a party of
four friends. Rochefide oifcrcd Madame Schont/. fortv francs
a day for his dinner and a friend's, wine included. Aun'lie
had no mind to refuse. After getting all her moral bilN of
exchange accepted, drawn on Monsieur de IJocheflde's \va\>\U

at a year's date, she was favorably heard when she asked fer

five liundred francs a year more for dre^s. on the plea that her
Gro.s I'npa. whose friends ; 11 belonged to the Jockey- Club.
might not be ashamed of her.

"A pretty thing, indeed.'' said she. "if Eastignae, ^faxiine
de Traiiles, la Roche-llugon. Hontpierolles. Laginski. Lenon-
court. and the rest sliould see you with a Madame fivrard

!

Put your trust in me. (Irox I'in'. and vou will be the gainer."
And Aurelie did. in fact, lay her>elf out for a fre~h displav

of virtues in these new circumstances. She sketched a part
for herself a.- th(> housewife, in which she won ample credit.
She made both ends nuvt. said she. at the end of the month,
and had no debts, on two thousand i]\-o hundred francs, such
a thing as had never been seen in the Faubourg Saint-tJerma^n
of the Thirteenth Arrondiss.'inent—the ujifxr ten of tlie demi-
rep s world: aiu! she gave dinners infiitiielv better than
Xucingen's. with fir>t-chiss wines at ten and twelve francs a
bottle. So that Itociiefide, amazed and deJigiited to be able
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t I ,i>k his frionfls pretty often to liis mistress' house as a

: .liter of economy, would say to her, with liis arm round

ii'i' waist. "Vou are a psTfect treasure!"

I'.' I'm re \i>i\<: he took a third sliare in an opera hox for iier,

.n i :ii 1 1st went with her to tirst-nij:ht performances. lie be-

-.111 to take counsel of his Aurelie, acknoui('(l;.Mn^' th(> sound-

li' -- n( her advice : she allowed him to a]i])ropriale the wit she

\v.is always ready wflli; and iier sallies, heiiii: new. wmi him
till' Imputation for Ix'ini: iin amusing man. At last he felt por-

fii ily >iire that she loved him truly, and for himself, .\urelie

P i'iiM(l to make a h'ussian jirince happy at the rate of live

1'. iii-and francs a month.

Vou are a liaftpy i lan. my dear ^farrpiis." cried old l^rince

i.,::iihionne as they nded a rubber of whist at the club. "Yes-
; niiiy. when you left us together. 1 tried to get her av/ay from
\"n : but 'Mon Prince,' said she, 'you are not handsomer than
kiilietlde thougli you are older; you woidd beat me, and he is

like a father to me; show me then the quarter of a gooii

i'li-iiii fnr leaving him I I do not love .Vrtluir with th.e erazv

_
l-^itln I had for the young rogues with patent leather boots,

\vii(i>e bills I used to pay; but 1 love him as a wife loves her
' iN'i.iiid when she is a decent woman.'—And she showed me
i" ihe door."'

i'liis speech, which had no appearance of e.vaggeration, had
ill'- iirect of adding considerably to the state of neglect and
.~ii:i'il)iness that disfigured the home of the Hochefides. Kre

I'V'S Arthur had transplanted his existence and his pleasures

h' Madame Sehontz's lodging-, and found it answ<'r: for by
i' ' I lid of three years he had four hundred thousand francs to

T'ieii began the third |)hase. Ma',7anie Schontz became the

'!< -t of mothers to .\rthur"s son; she fetched him from
M i:(.u| and took him back herself: she loaded him with pros-

''!-. >\veetmeats. atid piH'ket money: aiu' the child, wiio

"'red her, ealled her hi-; 'little mamma." She advised her

V 'iiir in the management of his nionev-matters, makini:r him
L. iv eoiisols at the fall before the famous treaty of London,

J-

'9

If
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which led to thi' overthrow of the ^finistrv on tho 1st of
^Inrch. Arthur i(i;i(lc two luiiKlrcd thf>iis;in;l fran(>>, an»!

Anr/'lii' rlid nc.i n-U lor !i sou. Ii'ixlh'lidc. liciiii: a

tlcruan. iiivc-tod hi> -ix hundrfd thousand francs in Hank
tiills. half of thcui in tlic uainc of Madcuioiscllc J(wi'])liiii,.

Schill/.

A >!iia!I liou.-c, rented in th(- Kue di- !a I'.niyero. was placi il

in t!i'' hands of (;rindot. tliat ^nat architect on a small scale.

Aviih in-tructions to make it a delicious jewel ea.-e. Thi'iicc

forth ii'ochrfide left ever\ lliitii: in the hands of ;Madanic
Schontx. who received the dividi ids ai'il [taid the hill-. 'r!iii<

in>talled in hi> uife's place, she jns'ified him hy makin,!,' Iht
O'/vav l'.,j„t hapjiier than I'Ver. Sli(> under.-tood hi< whim-.
and sati-ficd them, as Madame de I'oinpadonr humored the

fancies of Louis XV. She was. in fact, maitrrysc en /('/rr—ab-
solute mistress.

She now allowed herself to patronize certain chariin'nL'

yonn.i: men. artists and literary youths newly horn to .-rlorv.

who disowneil the ancients and the moderns alike, and tried

to achi.^v*' a .irreat reputation hy achievintr nothing else,

^ladame Sehont/'s eomluct. a ma.-ter-work of tactics, shows
her superior intelli-renee. In the first place, a party of ten
or twelve youuL'- men amu>eil .\rthur. -upplied him with witty

sayinizs and slirewd opinions on every suhject. and never cast

any douht on the fhlelity of the mi-tress df the house: in the
sccotid plac(>. tlicv I.H.ke.l up \n hrr ;i- a hiijhly intellectual

woman. 'Hiese livini: advertisemeni-. the-c walking,' "pulf-."
reported that Madame Schontz was the ino-i charminir woman
to he fouiKJ on the horderland dividin.i'- the Thirteenth Ar-
rondi-semeni fmm tiie other twelve.

Her rivals. Suzanne (iaillard. who since 18;?S had the ad-
vantajie (uvr her of h-iuir a Iciritimatelv married wife, Fannv
Heaupre. Marietle. and .\ntMnia. spread more than scandalou?
reports as to the heauiv .d" the^e vouth- and ihe kindness with
whii-h Monsieur de h'nehelide welcnmed ihi'm. Madame
Schontz. who could, -he declar ;:ive the-e ladies a start of
tiiree bad joke.- and heat them, exclaimed one evening, at a

r%
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Mii'jitT .L'ivcn Iiv f'^lnrii)c after an n[)i'ra. v, hen -lie lui'l si't

fi'Tili to thfiM her j^odd ruiHiiif ami Iht -nio'--, '"Ho thou

l:.r\vi-i'I"a retort which had hi^n reini'mliereil a-ain-t her.

\' tiii- staire of her carei'r Madame Sehniux ltoI the racers

.-•M. in deference to certain consideration^, uiiich -he owed

!! luuht to the critical acumen of Chiude N'i^^nioii, a fre(|Uenl

N.-ller.

"I couhl ijuito nnder^•tand." said -he one d . . afier la.-hini:

tiii' !iiir-es with her toii'^iie, "that nrinco and rieli mpm .-iiouhl

:.iki liiir^e-hreedini.'' to hi'art. hut fur the I'ood (d' the ciinii ry.

;iinl not for the chihli-h -ati-faction of a ,L'anihlei-"s vanity.

If \.i!i had stud stahh's (in your e-iates and could lireed a

ii:.':i>and or twelve hundred horses, if each owner sent ihe

i" -! !inr.-e in his stahle. and if cvry hreeder in l'"i'anee and

\.i\' ••e should conijiete every time, it would ln' a ^.Teat and
:'.•.]' ...UL'; hut you huy a .-iuule l:Mi>e, as the mana'_'"er id' a

t!i':ii e enLTa.LTcs his artists, you reduce an in-tilution to the

!'>!! of !i frame, you have a l>our-e for leu's as you have a

I'f.'ir-e for .shares, it is deunldin,L^ Wnuld you .-p. nd -i\iy (hou-

-.I'.'l francs to see in the papers

—

'.Miui-ieur de icMheiide"-

/."''/ heat Monsitair le l»uc ile ii'hcionj's Fli'nr-di -Hiin' ' hy a

i, .>_ril| ' Why. y(Ui had lietler ^dve the money to a poet

\v!'.i will hand you down to iiiinuirtality in verse or in prose.

Ilk" ihe late lamented .Moniynnl""

l'.\ dint <d' such e-oadini; iiie Manpiiis was hrouLihl to -ee

;!: holinwue-s of the turf : he -a\eil hi J .-i.\ty I Imu-and fi'atie- :

.I'd ne\l year Madame Schont/. ciuild ^av to him: ""I co.-t .ai

:. iiunir now. Arthur."'

Many rich men envied ihe Manpii- his .\urelie. and tried to

'''!! Iier from him; but, like the Russian Prince, they wa-t« d

l!.' :r- old aire.

"l.i-ien to me. my dear fellow." she had said a fortniirht

^1-" to Finot. now a ^ery ricli man. "i know that Roi-helide

v.^.'ild furirive me for a little tlirtatioTi if I really fell in love

" !'i another man. hut no woman would ltIvc up a manjuis
''''< i- -iich a thorough irood fellow to take up with a pnrnnn
like you. You would nt'ver keep me iu r^uch a position us



'*:K

202 BEATRIX

Arthur lias placed tuc in. He has iiiado mo all hut his wifi>,

and halt' a lady, and \ou tonld ncviT do as much for int' tvca

if you married nic'"

This \va> the la>t rivet that held the fortunate slave. 'I'Lo

speech reached those absent ears for which it was intended.

'•'Inis lie;:an the fourth phase, that of hal)it, the crowiiin.:;

victnry <>{' the plan of cainpai^''n which cnaiiles a woman of this

stain]) to .--ay of the nuiii, "1 have him safe!" Hochefide, wIim

had just l)ou;:ht a pretty hou.-e in the name <d' Madeinoi-cll"

Josephine Schillz, a meri' tritle of ei::hty thou>and franc-,

had. at the time when the Duchos was layinj: her j)lans, mnif
to the point when he wt'.s vain of hi.s mistre.-s, calliiiLr Ikt

.Ninon Ij., and hoastinj,' of her >trict hoiie-ly. iier excellent

manner-, her information, and wit. lie had concentrated

his ^'ood and bad (pialities. his tastes and jilca^ures all in

Madame Schontz. and had reached that staj:e of life when
from weariness. inditlVrcncc. or philo>o|diy a man changes no

more, hut is faithful to his wife or his mislre.-s.

The importance to which Madame Schontz had ri.-en in five

years may he understood when it is said tiiat to he introdiurd

to her a man had to he mcn,ioiied to her some time in ad-

vance. She had refused to i: nkr ihe acquaintance of certain

tiresome rich men. and others of |]y-hlown reputations; she

nuide no excepiioris to this .-trici nil- Imt in the case of certain

great aristocratic names.

"Thev have a right to be stupid," she W(nild say, "because
they are swells."

Ostensibly she j)osscssed the three hundred thousand francs

that IJochefide had given her. and that a tlioiougli good fellow.

a stoekbroi.er named (iol)enheim— (he onlv -tockbroker >he

allowed in her hou>(—managed for hrr; Ijiit -he al-o managed
for herself a little ])ri\ale fortune of i',\n hundred thousand
francs, formed of her savings on her luui-e allowance for three

years, by con.-tantly imvingand -elline- with the three hundivi]

thousand francs, which were all ^he would .-xer confess to.

•'The more vmi make, the less you seem to have,"' Cuhvn-
lieiiii remarked ..ne day.

li-
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"Water is so dear!" said she.

Tliis iinri'vcjilcd -itorc was iiicrcasod hy the jVwolry and dia-

iiiiitids which AiinMic uduld wear fur a nioiitii and then soil,

;i!:.| hy money jrivcn Iht t'ur fiincic.- ^hl' had forgotten. When
<li,' heard hersolf eallcd rich. .Madame Schontz wonhl reply

ii:at. at |>rc.-;ent rati'<, thi't'e hundred tllo^I^and fraii s Ijrought

in tuclvf thotisand fiaiics, and that she had sjjenl it all in the

liai'd times of her life when Lousteaii had l)een her lover.

^^

Such method showed a plan; and Madame Schontz, you

nay lie sure, had a pi in. V< r the la>t two years she had been

jealous of ]\ladame du Kruel, anil the desire to he married

,ii the mairie ami in church gnawed at her heart. Kvery social

-iide has it.' fnroidden fruit, .-luuc little thing exaggerated hy

!. -ire, till it seems as weighty as the globe. 'Pliis aml)ition

I,:h1, nf cour.-e, its chiplicate in the ambition of a second

Anliur. whom watchfulness had entirely failed to discover.

HiMou would have it that the favorite was Leon de Lota; the

I'liiiiter iH'lieved that it was Jlixiuu, who was now past forty,

:ini| -lioidd he thinking of settling. Sus])i -ion also fell on

\ iiior (le \'eriiisset. a young poet of the Canalis school, whose

|i--i(in for ^Madame Scliontz was a perfect madness; while

ilie poet accused Stidmann, a sculptor, of i)eing his favored

ri'al. This arti~t, a very good-looking young man. worked

i 'P u'oldsmiihs, for bronze dealers, and jewelers; he dreame,^

'I' being a Benvenutu Cellini. Claude Vignon, the young

'"liite de la I'alferine. (iohenheim, Vermant<>n. a cynic phil-

e-upher, and other frequenters of this lively sabm were sus-

j" . ted hy turns, hut all acquitted. No one wa.- a match for

.^ladame Schontz. not even Hochefide, who fancied she had a

weakness for la I'alferine, a clever youth; she was. in fact,

'ii'tnous in her own interests, aiid thought only of making a

-! '"1 niatch.

iMilv isne man of eouivocai repute was ever to he seen at

M.idame Schontz's. and that was Couture, who had more than

• '.e been liowltMl at nil the Bour-e; hut Couture was one of

-Madame Schontz's oldest friends, and she alone remained

I

^i
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faithful to him. Thi' fal^c iihiriii of 1810 .^wcptcpt away this

pptrnhitorV l:i>t ciipiijil ; he hud trusted to the 1st of Mn
^liiiistn-; Aiiivlir. Mcin^^r |i,,it |u,l< Wfis ajrainst liim, made
Kochciiilr play f^r ihf <ilhiT .-iiir. It was >hc who spoke nf

the la<t (iMTtiiniw •>!' this invfuior of prrmiuitis ami jnint-

stock cdiii panics as a Ih'iunl nrv ( iiiirippiiiir a rip).

CniiHiiT. (Iciit^htid III liiKJ II knitt' and fork laid for him a!

AiirrlicV. ami ^•tiniL'' from I'iiiot— the cli'Vi-rt'st. or perhaps

tlic lufkicst of p,ii-vinii-— a ifw tiioti-and-franc tiotcs now and

tlit'ii. was tlir only ni;ii\ -iircud cnon^uh lo oll'or his name to

Madatno Scliont/. wlin -indicd him to a.-ccrtain wlictlici this

hold -pcrul.-itor would l,a\r -Iron-til t'iioii;^li to make a po-

litical career I'ur hinwelf, ami ijratitmlo ciioii;;li not to desert

hi- wife. A manofalionl fiiiiy-lhree years (dd. ami worn t'or

hi.- aire, t'lainirc did not redeem the ill-repute of his name hv

his hirth: he hud little |.i .-ay of his proi:enitors. Madame
S( lionix w.i- lam-iinnu liie rai'ily of men of h\i>iness eapacilv,

when one d.iy ('oiitui\ hifu^idf introduced to her a provincial

.irentlciihin who liappeiiecl to he ))rovided with the two hamilcs

liy wliieh uuiiicn hidd this sort id' i)itcher wdien they mean
not to (li'iiji it.

.\ sketidi of this j)ersona.L''e will lie a portrait (d' a eertaiii

type of youtiL; man of the day. .\ di^'res>ion will, in this ease,

he his!or\.

In 1>:!S, Fal)ien du Ronceret> the son of a President of the

Chandjcr at the Kinir's Court id' Caen. Iiavimr lost his father

ah.)iit a \ear h(d'ore. came from .\leni-..ii. ihrowin;: uj) his a[i-

pointmeiit as ma^ristrate. in wliicdi. as he -aid. his father had

made him waste liis time, and settled in rari>. His intention

now was to jret on in the world hy cuttiiiLT a dash, a Xormau
seheme -o.i'.ewhat dillicult of aceom[di-liment. since he had

searceiy eiuht ihou>and francs a year. Ins niotlier .still heinj,'

alive, and enjuvine the life-interc.-t <d' some fine house prop-

ortv in the heart nf Aleiii-oii. 'I'liis yoi- ii had already, in tho

eours.' of various visits to I'nris, tried his foot on the ti,i;lit

pipe: he liad di-' i rned the weak point of the social stucco res-

tor.iiioii <4 Ihuii. Mini nieaut to work on ii for his own protit,
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f,.l!uuiiifr the loacl of tlic sluiriuTs of tlio middle class. To

.\!ilaiii this, Wf must glaneo at one of tlio ri'sults of the new

•-iMi'- "I' things.

MdiTn notions of o(iiiality, which in our day have assumed

~iir ii 1 \trava<iaiit [iroixirtioiis, liavc inrvitalily dcvclopt'd in

;.ri>ali' life-— in a paraUci line with ])(>litical lift— pride, eoii-

(..!. and vanity, tiie three ;:ran(l divisions of th.e social /.

I'mmI- wish to pass for clever nun, clever men want to be men

I.;' i.iltiii. men of talent expect to l)e treated as ixcuiuscs : a> to

ihr ^'ciiiiises, they are more reasonal)le ; they coiismt to be

p_,i;iKil as no more liian demi-goils. This tendency of the

>ii!r;t of the time, which in the ('liaml)er of Deputies nuikes

til'- liiatuifacturer jralous of the .-tatesman, and the adminis-

tr.;!'r jealous of the poet. ]irompts fools to run down cievir

i::. n, clever men to run down men of tali'iit, men of talent to

run down those who are a few inches higher than ihem.-i'lves,

ai; i tile demi-irods to threaten in>litutions, tiie throne il>elf,

in -ii'ir;, everything and everybody that dues not worship

till III iniconditionally.

.\- .-oun '".s a nation is so impolitic as to overthrow reci)>;--

iii.'l social sujieriority, it opeas the sluice-gates, through

vh'.< 'I rushes forthwith a torrent of second-rate uiuiiitions,

lii' asL of which would fain be lirst. According to the demo-

ci,,.s, its aristocracy was a disease, hut a definite and circum-

MTiliid disease; it has e.xehanged this for ten armed and con-

teiiiiiug aristocracies, the worst possible stale of things. To

I'!
-laim the cipiality of all is to declare the rights of the

(n\ious. We are enjoying now the Saturnalia of tiie Revolc-

li'ii transferred to the apparently peaceful sphere of intelli-

i.'t';ie. industry, and politics; it seems as though the reputa-

t:iii- earned by hard work, good service, and talent were a

i,-i\i!,.uv granted at the expense of the masses. The agrarian

!;ivv will ere long he extended to the field of glory.

Tiuis, at no time have men demanded public recognition

Hi! -I'ore puerile grounds. They must he remarked at any cost

i<r an afTectalion of devotion to the cause of Poland, to the

I" !!ilential system, to the future prospects of released ennvicts.

-t
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to (lull of small nu'iics iiinliT or <ivrr tlic afrc of twdvo. In anv

kind of ."-ociai i|iia(l\rry. 'riic-c \afioiis manias (five !•!- i,

ppiirioiw (liiiniiH:— I'rr.-iilciil^, \'i!c-[in-.i(lcnts. ami S, < h'-

tarics of Sdcutii ~, uiiicli, in i'ari-, onl nuiiilH'r ilic social '|iir>-

tioii- III !< -nlviil. S.irji'iv on a irraml scale lia« iiccn il. ninl.

islicd to make way for a llioii-aiid small onos in the ima;rc of

the (liMil one.

Do not all the-e |iara-itieal orirnnisms point to (leeompii-i-

tion? Are tlu y not the worm- swanniii;:- in th'' careax^y All

these social In.dies are the ilaiiLrhter- of one moiher

—

X'anitv.

Not thu-; due- Catholic charity act, or true henevolence ; thi-r

Htndy (li>ea~c uliile liealitii,' its sores, and di> not speecliifv in

puhlic! on niorhid .~y tii|iloiii- for the mere plea-ui'c (tf laiki:!;;

Fahieii (In Iionceret, withoiii heiriLT ii superior man. luii!

divined, hy the ( \erii-e i4 that ae(ii;isiiive spirit peculiar 1

1

the Norman raic. all the ailvantaL'f he miirlit take of i!i;<

puhlic di-lcmper. l-laeh aue h.as its characteristic, wliic!;

cli'Ver men trade on. Fahieti's oiilv aim was to ^a't hini-iif

talked ahout.

'"My ilear fellow, a man mii-t make his name known if h.-

wants to ^.-et on,'' said he as he left, in du I>ous(|iiier, a frieii.!

of his father's, and the Kin.ir of .Menioii. "In six moriili> 1

shall ',)( hetter known ilian von."

This was how Fahicn interpreted the spirit of his time; ln'

did not rule it. he ohi'yed it.

He had first afijieared in Imlinnid, a district of the moral

topo<rrai)hy of I'aris (see .1 I'rini'i' of liohrmio), and u.i-

known as "The Heir," in eonsecpienee of a certain pretmdi-

tated parade of oxtravapince. Du I.'onccret had taken advan-

ta.L'c of Conture's follies in hehalf (d' pretty Madame ("adine—
one of the newer actn'sses, who wa- considered extrem"]y

clever at the sccoiid-dass theatres— for whom he had furnishfi]

a chari.iinjr ^'round-ilonr apartment with a garden, in the Kue

Pdancho.

This was the way in which the men made aeiiuaintaiifp.

The Norman, in search of ready-made hixurv, houirln the

furniture from Couture, with all tl.e decorative fi.xturos k

%
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i-.iiM not rtMiiovc fnim tlic moiii-. n irard'T! rootn for <inokinj^

in. uitli a viTiinila hiiilt of nistic wftodwork. hiiti;.' with In-

.::.iii iiiattinj.'. ami di'toratril witli [miUitv, Id l'''! ti> llif

-iii"kiiV-'-r'>nrii in rainy wrallirr. Wln'ii ihr Ilrir \va> conijdi-

iiriiii i| mi liis ni(>ni>. lie callrd ilicm lii< den. 'I'lic [>rnvincial

t..uk liiv lint to mcntinn thai (Iriiidot thf an hil-ct had lav-

i-!i.d all liis art tluTC as had Stidiiianii mx lln' r;ir\inL'-. and

I," 11 dr l-tira on tlif paintings; for hi- i.'nalr-! I'mill uas lliat

r.rm uf (onccit which pus -o far as l\in^' wilii a view to sclf-

i.'i..ritiration.

Tiir ilfir jiiit the finisliin^' touch to thi- «[ilcnd'ir hy tuiihl-

iii^ a lon-crvatory against a Miuth uall. not liccansc he lovccl

tl'iv. rr-. but ln'canx' he nicjint to attack piiblic rcpulc hy means

nf linr'iculture. At tliis motnent h" had aliiin-.| :itt:iiiicd his

.!'] As Vicc-prosidcnt of some «»Mrdening >ociety, \inder the

!:'-:dtncy of the Due de VisM'iniiouri:. hrother of the I'rineo

!• I iiiavari, tlie youiit:er -nil of the late Mareehal X'eriion, ho

!.;i'! hccii able to decorate the vice-pre-idmtial coat with tho

n! 'Min of the Le^Mon of Honor after an evliihitioii of horticiil-

iuimI prodnce, whicli lie opened l)y an address giviTi out as his

"" ;i, l)Ul purchased of I.,oustea\i for five hundred francs. lie

^1 :- conspicuous by wcariiii: a flower given to him l>y old

i^!' udit of AlenQon. Emile Blondot's father, which he said

lini hlooniod in his conservatory.

I'liit this triumph was nothinj:. T>u Honceret, who wn*

fli:\!iins to pass as a man of sujierior intcUiixence, had schemed

t" .iHy himself with a set of famous men. to shine oy a re-

!'. ti-d light, a ])lan very ditlicult to carry out on the iiasis of

:iii income of eight thousand francs. .\nd, in fact, he had

I'd !y turns, but in vain, to I^ixiou, Stidmann, and Leon

'i' i.'ira to introduce him to Madame Schontz, so as to \)0-

' ;; • a member of that menagerie of lions of every degree.

T • !i lie dined Ccmture so often, that Couture proved cato-

:.' ri.ally to Madame Schontz that she liad to admit sucli an
c>< iitiic specimen, were it only to secure him as one of thoso

-'M'.t'iil unpaid messengers whom lioii-(-mi-tre--es are glad

t"' lupldv un the errands for which servants an' unsuited.

I
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By ihf ond nf dw tliird cvrnin^' ^rndiimo Sohonlz know
Fabnii tliroii;;!! jiiid ttir(>ii>:li, ami said to li.Tsflf, "If Coiiturc
dot's not wTVf my turn. I am pcrfictl)' cirtuin of thirf m.iri.

My fiifurc life nirirt on wheels."

So this simph'ton. hnijihed at by every ono, was tlie man (if

Iier choice; hut with a deliherate |nir[iose which made t!n«

jtrcfcrence an inrndt. and tlic choice was never suspoetcd from
lis utter improliahility. Madariu' Schoni/ turned Fahien's
iTiiiii hy stohn smilis, hy little scenes on the threshold nWuii
she saw him .nit the la.-t, if Monsieur de Hochefide sj.ent thf
evening: thiTc. She oon>taiilly invited Fahien to he the tliird

with Arthur in her hox nt the Italiens, or at first-ni^dit per-
formances; excu-in^r l„.rseif hy saying' that lie had d")iic Iut
this or that service, and that she had no other way of return-
ing' it.

Men have a rivalry of conceit amon^x thcnisplvcs—in com-
mon indeed with women— in their desire to he loved for them-
selves. Hence of all flalterinj,' atlachnu'iits. none is moru
hi;;hly valued than that of a Madame Scli..ntz for the man she
makes tlie olijeet of her heart's aifections in contrast with the
other kind of hive. Such a woman as Madame Scliontz, who
plavcd at iiein^' a fine lady, and who was in truth a very su-
perior woman, was. as she could not fail to he, a suhj i

i

pride to Fahi.n. who fell so desperately in love with her that
he never appeared in her presenc hut in full dress, patent
leather iioots, lemon-colond ^rloves, an emhroidcred and
frilled shirt, an endless variety of waist-^'oats, in short, ovcrv
external symptom of the sincerest adoration.
A month before the confer, nee iietween the Duchess and the

Al.lie. Madame Schontz had confided the ,<ccret of her birth
and lier real name to Fahien. who could not understand the
object -if this disclosure. A fortni.trht lat.T Madame Schontz,
I>uzzlcd liy the Xorman's lack of comprehension, exclaimed to
hers'lf:

"CfHid heavens, what an idiot I am ! Why, he believes that
I am in love with him I"'

So then she took liim out for a drive in the Bois, in her

f1
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rftrriapo, for she had luul a low phneton with a pair of iiorscs

fi r a vi'ur past.

In tilt course of tliis puhlic H-tc-a-lHe sh (liscuss«<l the

.liiotion of her ultimate fate, ami cxiilairit'il that sh<' wished

t'l jrrt married.

"1 liave seven hundred thousand francs," said sh<'; "and I

lii.iv cunfess to you that if I could niet'f with a man of preat

ariiiiition, who could uiidiT-tanu nie thonm^rhly, I would

i!ui!i;.'e my condition ; for lo you know. \\w dnam of my life

i- lo he a good citiznis wife, conaccted with a respeetahle

f.iimly. an<l to make my husbantl and chililren all very ha|)py."

The Nornum was content to lie a favorite with Madame
> linntz ; hut to marry her seemed madness heyond discussion

\'< a bachelor of eight-and-thirty. nf whom tiic Uevohition of

.liiiv had niaile a dudire. Seeinj.' his hesitation, Madame
Silinntz made tlu' Heir a Initt for the arrows of her wit, her

ipitiv, and hor scorn, an<l turned to Couture. Within a week

ihf -jifculator, tempted hy a hint of her savin;:s, olTcred her

hi-; liand, his heart, and his future prosptrts—all three of

iMual value.

Maoame Schontz's manfcuvres had reachecl this statre when

Ml l.ime de (Iraiidlieu he^an to incjuire as to the manners and

tii-iums of this Beatrix of the I?ue S.-int-Georires.

I'ollowini; the Ahhe Brossette's advice, the Piicliess 1m jrjred

thi' Marijuis d'Ajuda to Wuv^ to her liouse that prince of

I'"!iti(al jujrirlers. the famous Comtc di' TraiUes, the Arch-

duke of holiemia. and the yount-'est of th<' yountr. thouLrh he

w:i- now fifty. Monsieur d'Ajuda arranL'cd to dine with

M;i\ime at the chil) in the Kue de Beaune, and |>roposed that

tliev should fro on totrether to play dummy whi-t witli the Due
'!• 'Irandlieu, who, haviui: had an attack of the jxout before

'1 liner, would he alone. Thou<:h the Duke's son-in-law. the

I'uihess' cousin, had every right to introduce him into a

h'lii-e where he had never yet set foot. Maxime de Traillcs was

under no misapprehension as to the invitation thus conveyed ;

liC concluded that either the Duke or the Duchess wanted to
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iriiiki' use of liiiii. A nn| iiiiiniiKirtaiit fcaturo of tlio tinu' !.;

the clu!) life, ulirl-c irirll ;::lllll.|f willl (iIIrT.S whoill lllfV Uduld
iicvci' rccci\r ill thrir dwn liuu-cs.

'l"lu' Itnkf >o far hoiKirnl Maximc a< to mnfi',-;- 'Iiat 1 ic W.lj

ill; after lififin uaiii.- <<{ \vlii«i in- went to lied, leavin" liis

wifi- wiih M
ll.c Mar.

ixiiiic ami irAjiiila. TIh' 1 )uclic.-,-., supiiorti-il

|Uis. (wiilaiiud her plans lo .Monsinir .Ic Trail
asked Ills ar-i-iai

e~. ail'l

lee. while .-eeni 1 H'^ OIllV lo ask his aii\l(V.

Maxinie li.-teiied lo thr rial uiilioiit sayiniir aiivlliin.LT deci-ivc,

and woul.l iiMi >]ieak till the Dueliess had a-ked Idm iiniui-

hhuik to iielj) her,

"1 quite under.-laiid the matter, iiiadaiiie."' said he aftT
jriviiii: her one uf iho.-e lodk-—kem. a>tiite. and eoinprehi'li-

sive—!jv which the>e nld l.;iiids call eoii

D'Ajiida will t,ll'J

this d.aihle hns

beinir known

V"ti tt!ai I. il ativ one m I an-;, can tnana::

|ironiis(.' their al

I'

ine><. witliMiii your aitpc.irini: in it. witlioiit it^

'^eri that I have hcci; here lliis evening:. Jan.

llrst of all. we niii.-t seiil,.tl|,. I'reliinmaries of Leobeii. \V

do you pro[»o>e to sacrilice for this end?"
'Kverythiiii: that i.- nijuir-d."

"Very isiuh], Madame la l)ii(he~M

my services, von will ilo me ttie honor of receivi

Then as tho reward
,f

riviiiu' your c.mntenancc :,, M,-ii];iiiie l;i ( ".unte^se de Traillt

Ult liere and

Are you marriecl y exclaimed d"A juda.

I am ^^oin.-- to he married in a forlni'dit to the oiiivIr

dautrhter of a wealiiiy familv. hut m ihe last deL^ree middif
class

!
It is a >acrilice loojiininn: 1 am aihiptinir the strictv.-t

principles of my irovernment. I am ca-tini: my old skin.

"So you will un(ii'r>iand. Madame la Dmliesse. how im-

portant fur me it would hi' that ymi arai vour familv shoul,!

take up niy wife, I am unite certain to he elected deputv
when my father-in-law retires from his [)ost. as he intends
doin;:. and I lia\e heen promised a di|)h)matie ap})ointnient

that befits my new fcrlune.— I cannot -ee why my wife should
not ho as well rccivcij as Madame dc I'ortendiu'Te in a so(i(>ty

of younjr wives where such stars are to he seen as Mcsdames do
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!,'i nr.-tic. nonriro? do 'Nrnufrirrnousc, no IT.stnradc. iln (luoriic,

(r.\i'Ml-i, (If Rcstaud. ill' lia-titrnae, and df Vand(>nc?st'. Jly

u:f" i~ ]iri'tty. and I will undortakc to wnko licr up.

'1 )..("> this meet your viow?, Madame la nuclicsse?

\'i\\ are a rolifriou? woman: ai^d
''

.,m, .;:iv yo.-;. your

]': ii,;-i', wliicli I know will 'nc sacred, vil! lie'ii me ii'iaiensoly

.:' iny elian,ired life. And it M-ill be r, >i'ier ;.'n,.(l iK'tinnI

—

.\;;i>. I have loni: been the chief of a r; i::y en '.v ; bat I want

M i.e (ji,a of all that. After all. our arms are ^.r,,,.:!
: Azure, a

ciiiaiera or. sjinuting firo, armed gules, sealed vert ; a chief

('iim;. r ermine; granted l)y Francis I., who thought it do-

i-irable to give a jiatent of nobility to r.ouis .XL's groom of the

ciiuniiers—and we have been counts since thv' time of

('..•'.'rine de Medieis."

•J will receive and introduce your wife," said the Duchess

= '• nitilv. "and my family shall nexcr turn their back on her,

1 : ' you my word."

oh. Madame la Duchesse." exclaimed Ma.vinie. visibly

!^''; -lie'l. "if ]\Ionsieur le Due will a'~o condescend to treat mo
k:i:div. 1 promise you on my i)art in make yeiir plan succeed

wMi no great loss to yourself.— lUit," he went on, after a

l\i'.;-e, ''voii must ])ledgo yourself to obey my iiistructions.

. . . This is the last intrigue of my bachelor life ; it must
!' carried tbrough with all the mure care hecause it is a good

r<i:'>n." he said, smiling.

•niH'y?" said the Duchess. "Jlut mi:',;t I appear in all

It;:-

-

'!ndc( 1, madame, I will not compromise you," cried

M iMine. '"and I respect you too implicitly to .•"-k for security.

"\">i have only to follow my advice. Thus, for instanc(\ du

1.1' nic must be carried oiT by his wil'e like a sacri'd object,

and kept away for two years; she must take him to see

Suif-^erland, Italy, Germany, the more strange lauds the

i"''cr
"

"All, that answers a fear expressed by my director." ex-

< ''I'd the Duchess guilelessly, as she remembered tlie Abbo

1>; -sctte'a judicious observation. Maxime and d'Ajuda could



li

302 REATIIIX

i'i J

not hflp ?milinjr at (lie id^a of this coincidt

hell.

noo of hoavon and

'To prcvcnl M:i(laiiii' dc Roehofidc^ fro rii over soein<' V lilV^tl

aLMiii.

Calvstc and Sal

uc will all travel, .Ttisto and his wifi.

fail

thine, and I. I will leave f'lolilde will
Id'-

"Do not let us shout -Victorv'

:l\ilii

theni, no (1

just yet, madame,

1 licr

•aia

foresee irninense ditlleulti

olll "i-

I shall eoiiiiiirr

ur esteem and favor are a prize for \vl

I will plun.L'e throu'di nuieh dirt: hut it will

lllrh

'Di said the Dueh interruj)tini,' the modern

prij

irir with a faee e(juall\ expressive of disgust and sur-

"Ay, and von will have f( step in it, madame, since I act
r yon. Are you really so i.Lmorant of the pitch of blindne

lelKie (las bronirht vour son-in-la

fo

to which Madain(^ de Roe!

I know it, throndi Xathan and Canalis, hetw.'on whom >ho
was hesitating when Calyste threw himself into that Unv,;>.'
maw. iieatrix has made the nohle Breton believe that she
never loved anv one 1)111 him. that she is virtuous, that
attachnifnt to Conti was of the head

h'T

and the rest had very little to do wit

mlv, ,ind that her heart

1 it a musical passion, in
short. As to Kochefide, that was a matter of dutv.

'.So, yon understand, she is virginal. And >110 proves it by
forgetting her son: for a year pa>t slie has not mad
smallest attempt to see him. The little C

e tin

fact, nearly twelve y(>ars old, and he has found
Madame Schontz : motherhood is t

'ount is, in point u[

a mother in

le mania, as vou kno
WOIIKn of that stamp.

•l»u Guenic would be cut in pieces, and let 1

.f

in pieces, for Beatrix. And d

ns wil !)e cut

vou su
iiag a man i)ack from the depths of the abvss of cred
W

ppose that it is easv t<

ulitv
hv, madam(>

kerchiefs i

Otliell

iakesj)eare's lago would waste al tianil

n such a ta.- It is general I V ima<rined tliat

o, hi; younger brother Orosmane, and Saint-l'
Rene, and Wi'rlher. and other lovers who are f

reux, ail

love ! Their icy-hearted c

imous, tyi)ify

Tea tors never knew what was meam
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!'. nri ahsorhinp pap?ion, Molio alone had a suspicion of it.

—

1, ivi\ Miidainc la Duohospo, i.- not an attachment to a noble

« i!!i;in, to a Clarissa ; a preat achievement that, on my word!
- I.uvo is to say to one's self: 'The woman I worship is a

wp'tch; slie is deceiving me, she will deceive me again, she is

an I'M liand, she smells of the burning pit !'—and to fly to her,

TO find the blue of heaven, the flowers of Paradise. That is

liiAv Moliero loved, and iiow we love, we scamps and rips;

fiir i can cry at the great scene in Arnolphe! That is how
your son-in-law loves Beatri.x !

'i >lia]l have some ditficulty in getting Rochefide from
Mnlame Schontz ; however, Madame Schontz can. no doubt,

I" ;:()t to abet us; I will study her household. As to Calyste

iinl Ht''atri.\, it will need an axe to divide them, trcacherv' of

tlir best quality, infamy so base that your virtuous imagina-

tion could not go so low unless your director held your hand.
- Ynii have asked for the impossible, you shall have it. Still,

in -[lite of my determination to employ the sword and fire, I

laimnt absolutely pledge myself to success. I know lovers

\i':() do not shrink under the most entire disenchantment.

V'u are too virtuous to understand the power of women who
iia\r no virtue."

"l>o not attempt these infamies till I shall have consulted

thr Abbe Brossette, to know how far I am involved in them,"
1 rit il the Duchess, with an artlessncs that revealed how sclf-

i.-h religion can be.

^'olI know nothing about it, ray dear mother," said the

Manjuis d'.Ajuda.

On the steps, while waiting for Ajuda's carriage to come
up. the Marquis said to Maxime:
"You have frightened our good Duchess."

"i^i't she has no idea of the difficulty of the thing she wants
'iMn.'I—Are we going to the Jockey Club? Rochefide must
^-k nie to dine to-morrow at Schontz's rooms ; in the course

of lo-night my plans will be laid, and I shall have chosen the

{-i\ins in my chessboard that are to move in the game 1 mean
'' play. In the days of her splendor Beatrix would have

f'fi

I- -i
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li

nothiiifr 10 «ay to mo: I will settle aooonnts witli her, anrl

avcii.irc \n\,r .|-fr-ii)-I;i\v m) cruelly, th:ii perhaiis she will

think 1 have (ivel'diille it.

( )n till' fiilidwinir 'lav hocllclK

M; i.ximc ill' 'I'

le told ^Failainc Sr-hontz that

rallies was rmnin^ to (Iiiuht, IIS was ti

warn h-r In displav the iitiiin>t luxurv.

hest fa

ami |ire|iari' the vi

liir llii> (li-liimm-hril (•niiiioi>seur, wl

nf I'verv woiiian of Mailaiiie Seiinntz's clas^

:

nuuh care <i) her tuilet as In arraieniiLr '

fitt

1" was till' terror

and >lie '^•.i\f a<

ler house in a

iii.ir wav to receive the irreat man.
In Paris tliere are almost as maiiv royal l.i-ads as the

ies. or prol'e— ions

re [iVf

ihlierciu arts or .^jierial scioiirrs, Taiult

be st 01 those who excreise eaeli Has a rova 1 d
himself; he is revny (1 and rci

iirnity proper to

the diiheiilties of his work, ami ad
who can defv t

peeted by Ins [leers. iho know
111 I re unri'serve(

leiii. In the ev; o f tl le eorns ile

courtesans Maxi
man, for he had
was admired h

me was an extremely poweri

llv tl

ballet

ind

le man
ail'.

cai)aiile

succeeded in hcin:.r immmselv love<l. lb

V evervlioilv who knew liow hare1 it IS to live III

aris on deeent lerm< with voiir creditors ; ami lie liad mncr
had any rival in clearance, demeanor, and wit hut the f;

de Marsav. who had
inious

Tl
employtd lillii oil political missioll.-

Hs is enmi.Lch to account for his interview with the Due: less,

his influence over ^^adame Sclmntx. and the authority of hi

tone in a conference he intended to hold on the P.oulevard des
Italiens with a youiij,' man. who was already famous thouizli

recently introduced to the bohemia <d' I'ari,^.

As he rose next morn ini' .Al ixime (le Tr.iilles heard Y met
announced, to whom he had sent the nie-lit lief

him to arranjxe a fortuit

Anprlais lietween Couture, L
would chat in h\< 1

ore ; lie hcirireii

ous meeting,' at breakfast at the Cafe

uisteau, am llllllSI If. w lere tliev

learim Finot. who was to Max ime (If

Trailles as a lieutenant in the presence (d' a Marshal of

Franco, could r<d"iise jiim nothin<r; it w
ous to provoke this lion,

fast, he f'uiiid Fiiiot

IS indeed too dantrt'^r-

So when ."\raxime came in to broak-

con-and his two friends at a table: the
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\.'r-;ition had iilrciuly litfn iliirricil towards the subject of

Madame Scimntz. ('oniiirc. clrMTly >tccrcd Ijy Finot and

|,ni.-!.au. ulm, unkiiHun id liim-i'll', ua> l-'iiini's abcltor, let

luit rvrrvtliiiiLT lliat llii.' rDiiiif dc 'I'raillfs wauled to kuow
;iii" It Madame Scliniitz.

\',\ Ml)'' o'cliick, Maxiiiii-, chewiiiL;- liis tnotlipick, was talkin;,'

|(. dii Tillct 111! the ^te|).- (if 'I'drlnin"-, u here >|)ei-ulators form

a iiitle HuiirM' lU'cMiiimary to real dealiiij^s on "Cliaii.Lje. Ih;

.-I lined to lie alixii'lied in l)ii>ine~s. Ij\it he was wailing to r^ee

the Milium Comte de la I'alfei-ine, who mii.-t j)a>s thai way

-.(.i;. r or later. 'i"he limdevard de,~ Italieiis is now what the

{''•\\\ N'eiif was in KioO; everybody who is anyljudy crosses it

ii! Iea.-t oiiee a day.

In I'at't, witliin ten minutes. .Ma.vime took his hand from

!ii Tiliet's arm. aiul nodding' to the yonnu' I'rinee of bohemiu.

^wA vuth a smile, "'rwo woi'd- with you, ('ouiii I"

The rivals, one a settinu'' .-tar, the oilier a risim: sun, look

Imii ~eat on four chairs outside the Cafe de I'aris. Ma.vime

ua- careful to phuc him>elf at a sUlHeieiit distaiiee from

nTlain old foL'ios whei. from sheer hahit, plant themselves in

a row afiainst the wall after one in the afternoon, to dry out

liieii- rlieunuitic pains. He had ample n'asons for distrusting

tiK-e dill men. (See .1 .!/(//( '(/ Ilusini'ss.)

'Iia\t' you any dehts'r" a>ked Ma.\ime (d' the young man.

"If I had not. should 1 he worthy to succeed your"* n'plied

'.I i 'a! ferine.

\\ hen 1 ask you .-ueh a (|iie-tidn, it is not to ea>t any doubt

"II the matter,"" ^aiil de Trailie.-. "J only want to know if

lisey amuunl to a respectable sum-total, running into livt; or

•^ix."

"Five or si.x what r" >aid la I'alferine.

Six lignres! 1 lo you i>\\\: .Vmiihi. ]()U,OiM»?—.My debts

rail up to (Kili.Odn fraiie-.""

l.a I'alferine took otf hi.- hat with an air of mocking

"If I had credit enough to borrow a hundred thousand

Ji'aucs/' rei)licd he. "I would cut mv civdiior- and go to live

. i
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at Vonico in the midst of its mastcrijioces of painting, spend-

ing the evening at tlic theatre, the night wilii pretty women,
and

"

"And at m_v age where would you be?''

"I should not last so long," replied the young Count.
Maximc returned his rival's civility by just raising his Iiai

with an exj)ressi:)n of comical gravity.

'•That is another view of life," he replied, as a connoisseur
answering a connoisseur. "Then you owe ?"

"Oh, : mere tritle, not worth confessing to an unele, if I

had one. Jle would disinherit me for such a eontemptihk'
Kum : si.x thousand francs."'

"Six thousand give one more trouble than a hundred thou-

sand," said Maxinie sententiously. "La raUerine, you haw a

bold wit, you ha^o even more wit than boldness; you inav

go far and become a political personage. Look here—of all

the men who have rushed into the career which I have run,

and who have been pitted against me, you are the «.iil}

one I ever liked."

La Palferine colored, so greatly was he flattered by ihi~

confession, made with gracious bluntness, by the greatest of

Parisian adventurers. This instinct of vanity was a confes-

sion of inferiority wliich annoyed him ; but Maximc under-
stood the reaction easy to foresee in so clever a man. and
did his be~t to correct it at once ly placing himself at th.;

young man's discretion.

"Will you do something lor me now that I am rctirine- from
the Olympian course by marrying, and marrying well?—

1

would do a great deal for you," he added.

"You make me very proud," said la Palferine; "this is to

put the fable of the lion and the mouse into practice."

"In the first place, I will lend you twenty thousand francs,"

Maxime went on.

"Twenty thousand francs?—T knew that if T walked tWn
Boulevard long enough !" said la Palferine in a paren-

thesis.

"My dear boy, you must set yourself up in some sort of
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?(ylf " ?aid Maxime, smiling. "Do not trot about on your
two feet; set up six. Do as I have done; I never get lower
jliiin a tilbury

"'

I'.ut then you must want me to do something quite beyond
11, >. jMiuors."

• Xn. Only to make a woman fall in love with you within
a furtnight."

'.\ woman of the town?"
•Why?"
•That would be out of the question; but if she is a lady,

a lady, and very clcver-i,ini(

••.•^hc is a Marquise of the first water."

'Vmi want h-r letters?" said the young Count.
"Ah. you are a man after my own heart!" cried Maxime.

"Ni. That is not what is wanted."
"I am really to love her?"
'i.s, really and truly."

• if I am to go hiyond esthetics, it is quite impossible," said
la i'alferino. "With regard to women, you see, I have a kind
I'f li'inesty: we may trirk t!iem, tiut not "

"Then I have not been mistaken," exclaimed Maxime.
"I'll \ou suppose I am the man to scheme for some little

t!i>enir meanness? . . . No, you must go, you must
•!:!zzle and conquer. ... I give you twenty thousand,
:'!.] {in days to win in.—Till this evening at Madame
S(';ontz's."

"f am (lining there."

"•iood," said Ma.xime. "By and by, when you want me,
''1 will find mo, .Monsieur le Comte," he added, ^\^th the air
' f a king pltniging his word rather than promising.

" I'iie poor woman has done you some terrible mischief
'•i';-""asked la I'alferine.

"I'n not try to sound the depth of my waters, my son;
I'lt I't me tell you that, if you succeed, you will secure such
!" «- rful interest, that when you are tired of your Bohemian
!" you may, like me, retire on the strength of a rich

;;;arriage."

1 .

1
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'Dors ii jiriif cnni'-. then, wlicn we arc tir<Ml of n

fUirsclvr-.'" Slid l;i I'lilfi'.ri

mu^iiK

the liinN liw. nf h

in^' iit .-ill thiit tun

me. (it liclIlLT Ilnthll!;:. (if livin

'W.. I

iitiliii^- in I'iU'i> li

i> ii[t?"'

wild lurii. ;md l;iu;:li

ire o| (wrvihiiiL'. even <if h

1hii,!:Ii.— '-'I'ill t

;iid M, IMMIC Willi a
lis cvfiiinL'.

M
'I'll.' twu -.r.Mii[i<. the old one niid tlic voiiriL' ono, rnso.

IMlllc L'"! 'Illo hi- ollr-hur-r c.-lli. \\c ~:\](\ to hmisclf

:

MadiM.iini' I

inc.—To til,- Hotel (

riv-pard <aiiiiot .•iidiin- I'.oatrix; -he will hrlp

iraiidlicii,"" 111' crird to th

iii^' Ka-l i-iiar pa--. I-'nnl a -feat i

MaxiiiH' found the li

•
' tnacninan. m

nan wiiliout a wcakiios.

UclHV-.-. .M

Clotildc in tcars

idaine (lu (iiienic, an

'What has 1 i;ippi'ni'(i:-"' he a.-kcd tjio I) IKllO-

'('aly.-to did not (onic in— it is tl

aiiiiio I.- it; -l.aif.

H' (ir^t time, and my
]
)finr

'Madame la ' u.-lie-^^e." said ^[a\ime. d
dv inti

fawniir the pion-
t a uindow-hay, "in the name of (lod, who will jiid

lis, do not hfeathe a Avofd a.- to mv d • vol ion : pled'.'c d".\ ji

In -ccreiv : never let C'alv-te ktlow anythiiii: of our plot-

hla

or
we shall fiLdit a duel to the deatii. When 1 told you thi-

would not co-t you niiieh. I meant that y<.u would not have m
spend any mon-troiis -iim. 1 want ahoiit tweiitv thousand
frano. hut evefytliiiii: el-e i- mv hii-itiess; voii niav have m
fin (1 .-onie eiiod appointment.— one lu'eeiver-Cenerai's, i )er-

aps.

Tlu' Kuehe-s an<] Maxinie left the room. When Mad;
randlieii came hack to her two dauLditcrs, >he hearde (,

fresh lament from Sahine. full of dome-tie det;

line

1

u a

Ills, oven more

oun-
liearthi-eakin- tiian thoa- wiiieh had put an end to the y
wile's lia|)piness.

"lie calm, my child," said ihr Diiehe-s to her dau<rhter;
"Beatri.x will pay dearly for all vour te.ais and misorv she
will einlufe ten humiliation- fop eaeli one n\ vours

Madame Sehoniz had sent word to Claude Viirnon, who had
freipiently oxprc-. d a ui.h to make the aet|uai:itauce of
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Ar.ixitiic do Trnillf's; >li,. imiliil C'liiitiirc, Fal)ifn, Bixiou,

1..(.|| ilr LmIM. 1;| i ';i 1 fr ri tlf. UU<\ Xilth;m. wlioill Ivocllcfidc

I" J 'rd |(^ have f(ir M,i.\iiiif'~ lii-ntlii. Tims -lir had a |)artv

'!'
1 i'li'. ;.'! nf tlic |ir~| U-nirl', i'\(cptJnL; du li'nncrri't : lillt lilC

iii-ir'^ Norinaii vaiiity and Kriilalilv wcn' a iiiatdi fur (Maude
\ i^'Mmh'- literary I'luve. inr Natlian"- |)ueiry. la I'alferiiie"-;

.iHllni II. ( nlltlire's keen eye to tll>' main ill.inei', liixidu's wit.

Tea's fi)re>i!.dit. Maxiiiie"- de|it!i. and Leon de Lora's

L'''I:i'l-.

Mid.mie Seliontz. v, ho aimed at apiiearinLr \onnL' ami liand-

-'.nie, I'orlilied hiT-ejf in <iieh n toilet a- women of that class

:ilone can achicvi—a [loint-lace cape of >|)ider-\veh llnencss,

a lihle Velvet dl'e-s, of uhicll the ele;;ant ho. lie.. \va~ hllttutlcd

v.illi opals, her hair in smooth hand-, ami -hiniiiL: like ehonv.

Midame Schontz owed her fame a- a heaiity Id tii.- lirilliancy

and color of a warm, ereaniy complexion like a Creole's, a

fao' full of ori^iinal detail-, with the cli^an-i at, lirm features

of which the ('omti--e lie Merlin \\a> the mo-t famous cx-

Miiple and the ino-t jierennially youn,'-- peculiar perliaps to

s"iitlicrn faces. I'nhickily, >iiici' her life had heen so calm.
-" ca-y. litth' Madame Schoiilx had irrown dccideilJv fat.

ihr neck and >houlders. hewiteliinirlv round, were e-(.ttinj:j

e^ar-e. Still, in France a woman"s t'aee is thoimht all-im-

I'lTiant. and a fine head will secure a lon^' life to an un^^'race-

fui -hajie.

"My dear cliild." said Maximi> as he came in and kissed

Aiirelie on the forehead, "Rocl, de wanted me to see your
li'ime. where I have not yet heen: it is almost wdrthv of his

iiitnrne of four hundred thousand francs. Well, he liad loss

hy fifty thousand a year when ho first knew vou : in less than
il\C \f ars vou have e'ained for 1nm as much as anv oilier

'A "111 an

—

Antoiiia, Mahi'^a, C'adiuo, or Fh>rentine—would
iii\e (Icvoureil

am not a i)a'r'''a"-e- -1 am a'l arti>t am
lotitz, with sonic ditrnitv. "I

Madamo
foundinsr a

faiiiilv (d" ro<iie<tal);e folks, as they say in the play."

"It is dreadful, we all getting married," said Maxime,

hope to end hv

JsJ

'' s 111
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hi

dropping into a < hnir by thf firr. ''Ilrrt' am T within a {fv

days of makin;: a ( 'omtessf ^laximf."

"Oh ! how 1 should like to see her I" frii'ti MathiiiK' Schontz—"Rut allow iiic," she went on. "to inir(i(huc Monsieur

Claude Vi<.'non— Monsieur Claude Vif^nioii, Munsieur di'

Trailles."

"Ah, it was you who let Caniille ]\Iau[)in—mine hostes<! of

literature

—

^in into a ronvcnt?" crii'd Maxinu. "After you,

(iod I— Xo one ever did me so much Imnor. Mademoiselle des

Touches made a Louis XIV. of you, nmii-ieur."

"And this is how history is written I" .-aid Claudi! Vi;,'noi),

"Did you not know that her fortune was spent in releasing,'

Monsieur du Guenic's estates? If she knew that Calyste had

fallen into the arms of her ex-f rien<l I
" Maxiiiie kii'keil

the critic's foot, looking' at Monsieur lie Hoi lieflde, "oii my
word. I l)elievc she would come out of her nunnery to snatcli

him from her.'"

"I declare, my dear Rochefide," said Maxiiiie. finding that

his warnini,' had failed to check Claude Vi^rnnn, "in your

])lace I would jrive my wife Ikm- fortune, that the world mi.udit

not suppose that she had taken up Caly.-te for want of

money."

"Maxime is rij,ditl" said Madame Sihontz. 1 okinjj at

Arthur, who colored violently. "If 1 have saved you some
thousand francs to invest, you could not spend them better.

I should have secured the happiness of both husband and
wife.—What a good-conduct stripe !"'

"i never thought of it," replied the Marquis. "But it i.s

true; one is a gentleman first, and a husband after."

"Let rae advi.se you of the appropriate moment for your

generosity," said Maxime.
"Arthur," said Anrelie, "Maxime is right. Our generous

actions, you see. old boy, must be done as Couture's shares

must be sold." and she looked in the glass to see who was

coming in, "in the nick of time."

Couture was foil. .wed by Finot, and in a few minutes all

the guests were asaembled in the hand--ome blue-and-gold
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irau in^'-ro(ini nf ilic "Flntcl Scliorit/,," as tlif men (-allcfl tlu ir

jihiH' nf incftin;,' -iiirc I{()c!)i'H(lc liad boii^'lit it for his Ninon

II On -ci'in^' la I'alftTUic coinc in the la>l. ^' iMini' went up

Im 'mil. ilnw liiiii into a rcri'ss, and '^aw liuu liic twenty bauk-

II,, I. -

".\l)ii\c all. do not he stiiiiry wilii thrin." said he, with the

na'iw L'farc of a sjimcltlirift.

\o oiif knows >o well as vol! hou to doiihli' tlu- value

i,f \iiiat a|i|Mars to lie a ^'it't," replied la I'alferine.

•'I'lieii vou a;,n-ee!'"

"W'l'll. since I take the money I" rcpli'Ml the youth, with

>'^iii>- pride and irony.

•\'rry well. Nathan, who is here, will takr you within two

il,n- to eaii on the Manjuisi' de Ivoehcfide," said .\la.\uue in

!:i- .ar.

I. a I'alferine jumped as he heard the name.

"I'') not Tail to declare yourself madly in love with her;

and. lo rouse no suspicions, drink, wine, liciueurs no end I I

uiil tell .\urelie t.i put you next to Nathan. Oidy, my son,

«• iiiii-l now meet every nij:ht on the Boulevard de la

Mid<lcine, at one in the niornin^'; you to rejiort [)ro<:ress, and

1 !o ^'ive you instructions."

"l will be there, master," said the young Count, with

.1 how.

"What makes ynu ask a fellow to dine with us who eoines

'!r'--cd like a waiter?" saiil Maxime to .Madame Schontz in a

whi-per. and lookinji' at du Koiiceret.

"Have you never seen 'The Heir?" Du Ron(eret, from
.\:c!ii;on."

".Monsieur." said Maxime to Fabien, "you must know my
frii iid d'Esgrignon ?"

"Victurnien dropped the acquaintance long since,'' replied

i .ihicn, '"but we were very intimate as boys."

Tile dinni'f was such as can only be given in Paris, and in

t!ii- iidu.ses of the.se perfectly reckless women, for their refined
'

!• Miv amazes the most fastidious. It was at a supper of this

nil. given by a rich and handsome courtesan like Madame

f
I
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Sellout/, iliat I'.i.Miiiiii <li'<l,irr.l i!i;it li.' lunl iiinor pnton such

fooil tit the tal'li' "f liny .-u\tni^ni, ii«>r dnink >\u-\\ wmc in any

nrimr's liou>t', imp ln.inl -;irli witty cunver^alinn, nor »n'n

Buch attractive and la-trl'iil riia;.'nili«rncc.

.Ma\itni' and Madanif St Imnt/ ucir the fir-t In rctiirn tu

the drawm^'-ronni. at almut l<'ii (>"(l(Mk, IimvIh^' tlie ollor

^'Uots, wlio liad rc.'i-i-d |m \.mI ihrir aiircilolf-, ;iiid ;, lin hoa-b d

of tlieir iiovvir>. with >tirky lip- glued In luiucur ghispesi that

tluy iniild nut fni|ity.

"Well, pn'ttv otif," >aid Ma\inic, "yuu arc (|Uitf rigdit. ^'e-,

1 eaini' to get snincilmig^ .mt n|' yoii. li i^ a .-irinus matter;

you niu.-t give u|i Arlliur. Hut I will .-re that he gives y(ai

two hundred thou-and rraius."

'*Aiid why am i In giM' liini iijt. |Mi(ir old hoy?"

"To niarrv that imndlr, ulm (anif I'loin Ahni.i>n on jturimse.

He ha> alr<';i(h lin n a duduv; I wdl gvl him made I'rr.-ident

of the Conn in the jiiacr of nld IMondit, ulm i- nearly eig!it_\-

two. and if \ou kn^w how to i;it,li ihe wind, your hu-liand

will he ele(ti'd de|iuty. VoU will li.' |ie(i|ile of ini|)ortann',

and ern>h Madame la ('omle--e du Uruel—— '

"Never I"" cried MatLiiric Selmntx: ";-he is a Countess."

"Is lie (d' the >iutr ihey make cnunts id'!'"

"Well, lie has a eoat-of-arni-,'" said Aurelie, seeking a letter

in a handsome hag that hung Ky the fire|)laee. and handing it

to Maxinie. "What does it all mean? There arc combs on

it."

"He hears; (,>uarteily. the fir.-t argent tliree combs gules,

second and third three liumhe- of gra[te.s with .stems and

loaves all ]>ro|)er. fourth azure four pens or, laid in fret.

Motto, Serrir. an<l a squire's helmet,— So great things!

They were granted by Louis .\ \'.—They must have had some

haberdasher grandfather, the maternal ancestry made money

in wine, and the du IJoiK-eret who got the arms must have

been a registrar.— lint if you succeed in throwing off Arthur,

the du Honcorets shall he l^anms at least, 1 [)romise you, my

prcttv pigeon. Vou see. <liild. you must lii' in |)ickle for five

or six years in the country if you want to bury la Scliontz in

: ;
;

ij
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M,,.|;i!iii' la T'rt'sidfMitc. Tlir ni-i al ( a-l »
yes at you, of which

III' III' aiiiii).' Ma- ijiiilr ( Ifar : \<iii have lino.krd 1inn.

\m,"' saiil Auivlir. "\Vlnii I otrcnil him my hand, he

W.l- .1- i| uict as liramlv i,- in \\\r iiiaikil.

•"i «ill make iij» In- mind for Inni if li<» is tipsy. Qo and

Hiu- thty arc all p'ttin;: mi."

it I- nut unrlli till' trouiili' nf ;:iiin''. I hi ar no onr Imt

I'.iMitii t'iviii;: oiir of hi> rancalurrs, In which nobody is

|i-!. iiin;.'; hut I knnw my Arthur; he think> it nccc>-.;iry to he

|i.iiiic lit liixiou, and he is i-larin^' at him >tiil, even if his

lu- an- -hut."'

"I.i't us ^'o hack then."

"I'.v the hv, for whii-c henefit am I ddiim all this, Maxime?"

.-.iid Madame Sihoiit/ -uddenlv.

|'ur .Madame de I

1- ir!i[Mi.-^ihh' to patch u|) ma
{oclullde." replied Ma.\ime hluntly. "It

Iter- lietweeii her aiid .\rihur so

It!,' as villi keep lioiil <if him. Tn her ii i> a malter of

L' at the hcMii of iier hmi-e and liavinu four hundredii< III

llieii-aii(| trancs a year.

".\iid >lie only otfers me tv.-o hundred thou-ami francs

d"un? I will have three hundred thousand if she is at the

h'ittoni cf it. What, i have taken every care nf tier hrai and

li. r liiishand. I liave filled her place in every uay, and she is to

Ilia! me ddVMi? lidok here, my dear fellow, 1 -iiall then have

jii-i .1 million. And iioidcs tliat, you [irdmisc mc the Presi-

de inv (if the Court at A]en(,-on if only I can make up for

^!.ld line du Konceret
"

ht voii a re I" s.'.id Maxime
•"Ihiw I shall lie hored in that little town!" said .Vurelio

1 i.Utlt

• iphically. "'I have heard -o much almiit that part of the

rv from d'Hs-rriiinon and Madame \'al-N'ohle. that it is

ihiiu^di I had ived tiiere alread\

"Hut if 1 cduld piromise you the help of the title?"

• »h. Maxime, if you can really do that.—Ay, hut the pigeon

l.-es to flv
"

.\nd h(> is verv ugly, with liis skin like a plum; he haa

rirtlcs instead of whiskers, and looks like a wild boar,

-?&l

till
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though hf ]v\> vyv> like a bird of prey. ITo will bo the finest

I'resitk'iit ever seen.—Bo easy! In ten minute? ho will Ix'

8irigin<r you Isabollo's song in the fourth act of Robert le

Diablr, './, suis a tcs i/r>ii,iu\'—But you must undertake to

send Artliur back to fall at RoalrixV feet."

"It is dillicult, Init aiiKing us wo mav niana^o it."

At about half-past ton the gontlonion came into the draw-
ing-room to tak.' ooffro. In the position in which Madame
Schoutz. Conturo, and du i{(mccrot found themselves, it is

easy to imagine the oircct that was [iroducod on the ambitious
Xornian by the following convor^ation bt'twoon Couture and
Maximo in a corner, carried on indeed in an undertone that
they might not be overheard, but which Fabien contrived to

hear.

"My dear fellow, if you were wise, you would accept the
place of Kocoivor-tJeneral in some out-of-the-way place;
Madame ilr l{o<liofide would get it for you. Aurelie's million
francs would .'nalilo you to deposit the securitv, and you
would settle everything on her as your wife. Then, if you
steered your boat cleverly, you would bo made doputv, and the
only premium I ask for having saved you will l)e vour vote in
the Chamber."

"I shall always bo proud to serve under you."
"Oh, my boy, you have had a very close shave! Just

fancy, Aurelie thought her.^elf in lov(> with that Xorman from
Alen(,'on; she wanted to have him made a Baron, President
of the Court in his native town, and ollioer of the Legion of
Honor. The noodlo never guessed what Madame Schontz
was worth, and you owe your good fortune to her disgust; so
do not give such a clover woman time to change her mind.
For my l)nrt. 1 will go and put the irons in the fire."

So Maximo left Couture in the seventh heaven of happiness.
and said to la Palforino, -'Shall I take vou with me, mv
son?"

^

By eleven oVjook Aurolio found herself loft with Couture,
Fabien, and f?o(hcfi(le. .\rlliur was asleep in an armchair;
Couture and Fabien were trying to out-stay each other, but



,'--V>-

BEATRIX 315

without success. ^Nrfulanic Sthontz put an end to this contt-st

bv siiyiii^' to Couture, "Till to-morrow, dear boy!" which he
took in <(ood part.

"Miulenioiielle," said fahien, in a low voice, "when you saw-

mi' so unready to r(S|((ind to the projiosal you made me in-

liirectly, do not imairiiie tiiat there was the smallest hesitation
nil my part ; but you <lo nut know my mother; she would never
fiiiiscnt to my Jiappiaess . . ."

"Vou are of a.ire to address her with a sommation
r,<pcctneii,sc.* ii.y dvnr fallow," retorted Aurelie insoleutly.

"llMUfvcr. if you are afraid of mamma, you are not the man
f'l' my money."

•.fosi'pbine!" said the Heir alfeetionately, as he boldly put
hi^ riu^ht arm round Madame ydioutz's waist, "I believed that
\n\\ l.ivcd me."

••And what then?"

"I might perhaps pacify my mother, and gain more than
!ur ci.n.'^fnt."

-How?"
"If you would use your influence "

"To get you created Baron, oIKcer of the Legion of Honor,
ai!<! l'iv>idcnt of the Court, my boy—is that it?—Listen to
III'', I have done so many things in the course of my life, that
I ;;iii capalde of being virtuous ! I could be an honest woman,
a i'lval wife, and take my husband in tow to upper regions;
I'lM I insist on being so loved by him that not a glance, not
a i!:(Might, shall ever lie given to any heart but mine, not even
i!i 1 \vi>b.

. . . How does that do for you ? Do not bind
y".ir-i.lf rashly: it is for life, my boy."

"With a v.oman like you, done, without looking twice!"
I r'.'.l Fiiliicn, as much intoxicated by a look as he was by the
\\ •-! Indian Ii(|ueurs.

"Vnu shall never repent of that word, my brave boy; you
-i.all be a pvvr of France.—As to that poor old chap," she
'•li! <in, looking at Koehefide asl"<'p. "it is a, double 1, all,

•'v-> -r. ver—all over!"

• ". i'ir:il forin by whirh Krpiicli «ons can rt'duoe the obstinacy of recalcitrant
••'•'- "!!"•• t-ht-y reft: _• Iht-ir t;;:;:sL:!t Vo a inarriaftC.
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She saifl il so cli'vorly, so prettily, that Fabien seizod

Madaini' Schontx and kissed her with an itiipulsc of passimi

and joy. in wliicli the intoxieatioii of love and wine wero

second to tliat of liappincss and ambition.

"Rut nn\\\ my dear eliild," said slie, "you must remonilier

liencfforth lo liehave respectfully to your wife, not to play the

lover, and to leave me to ^^et out of my slough as decently a^

may he.—.\nd fouturc, wlio believed himself a rich man and
Receiver-! ieneral !

"

"1 have a horror of the man,'' said Fabien. "I wish I

might never see him again!"

"I will have iiim here no more," said the courtesan with

a little prudish air. "Now that we understand each other,

my Fabien, go; it is one o'clock."

This little scene gave rise in the Schontz household, hitherto

so perfectly happy, to a i)hase of domestic warfare betwirn

Arthur and .\u relic, such as any covert interest on the part of

one of the ])artiiers is certain to give rise to.

The very next day .\rtliur woke to find himself alone;

Madame Sdiontz \\a.s cold, as women of that sort know
how to be.

"What happened last night?" asked he at breakfast, look-

ing at An relic.

"That is the way of it. in Paris," said she. "You go to

bed on a wet night, next morning tlie pavement is dry. and

everything so frozen that the dust flies; would you like a

brush ?"

"Rut what ails you, dear little woman?"
"(io. go to your great gawk of a wife !"

"My wife?" cried the unhappy Manjuis.

"('(uddn"t I guess why you brought Maxime here? You
wanted to make it up with Madame de Rochefide, who wants

you perhaps for ~ome tell-tale baby.— .And I. whom you think

so cunning, was .idvi-^ing you to give her tiack her money!

—

Oh, T know your tricks, .\fter five years my gentleman is

tired of m(>. T am fat. Reatrix is bony; it will be a change.

Vou are not the first man 1 have known with a taste for

tp- I

ill
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skcletiins. Your Beatrix drosses well too, and you are one of

till' men wlio like a clotlies-horse. Besides, you want to send

Mnnsieur du Guenic packing. That would be a triumph!

I|..\v well it will look! Won't it be talked about ! You will

]" ijuite a hero!"

At two o'clock ^ladame Schontz had not come to an end
i'( lirr ironical banter, in spite of Arthur's protestations.

.^iic raid she was engaged to dine out. She desired the "faith-

Ir-- line" to go without her to the Italiens; she was going to a

f'lvt-night performance at the Ambigu-Coniique, and to make
till' niiiuaintance of a charming woman, Lousteau's mistress,

M.iilamc de la Baudraye.

To prove his eternal attachment to his little Aurelie, and
his aversion for his wife, Arthur offered to sot out the very

ni'\t day for Italy, and to live as her husband in Rome,
Naples, or Florence, whichever Aurelie might prefer, giving

luT si.xty thousand francs a year.

"All that is pure whims," said she. "That will not hinder

ymir making it up with your wife, and you will be wise to do
so."

At the end of this formidable discussion, Arthur and
Anrolie parted, he to play and dine at the club, she to dress

.i!iil .-pond the evening tete-a-tete with Fabien.

.Monsieur de Rochofide found Maximo at the club, and
pound out his complaints, as a man who felt happiness being
toni up from his heart by the roots that clung by every fibre.

Maximo listened to the Marquis' lament as polite people can
listen while thinking of something else.

'I am a capital counselor in such eases, my dear fellow,"

siiij ho. "Well, you make a great mistake in letting Aurelie
Ml' how much you care for her. Lot me introduce you to

Madame Antonia—a heart to lot. You will see la Schontz
sing very small. Why, she is seven-and-thirty, is your
Schontz, and Antonia is but twenty-six ! And such a woman !

HiT wits are not all in her brains, I can toll you. Indeed.
shi' is my pupil. If Madame Schontz still struts out her
i'lido, do you know what it means ?"

m

Ji'i

•.
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"Oil Tiiy honor, no."

"That shf iinaris to fjct married; iuid thon nothin;j can

hinder her from tiiro\vin<r you over. After a six year.>;' lea.-^c

the woiii.iii lias a ri^^ht to do it.—But if you will listen id

me, you ean do better than that. .\t the present time your

wife is worth a tliousand Sehontzes and .\ntonias of the

Saint-(ieorjres (piarter. She will he hard to win, hut not

impossible; and she will make you as liapj>y as Or<ron ! .\t

any rate, if you do not wish to look like a fool, come to supper

to-night at Antonia's."

"No, I love Aurelie too well; I will not allow her to have

any cause for i)lamin<r me.'*

"Oh, my dear fellow ! what a life you are making for your-

self !" oried Maxime.
"It is eleven oVloek. She will have returned from the

Amhigu," said liochefide, <roing off. .Vnd he roared at the

coachman to drive as fast as he could to the Kue de la

Bruyere.

Madame Sehontz had given distinct orders, and Monsieur
was admitted exactly as though he and .Afadame were the best

of friends; iiut Madame, informed of Monsieur's return, took

care to let Monsieur hear the slatn of her dressing-room door,

shut as doors shut when a lady is taken by surprise. Then,
on the corner of the j)iano. was Fai)ien's hat, intentionally

forgotten, and c()nspicuou>^ly fetched away by the maid as soon

as Monsieur and Madame were engaged in conversation.

"So you did not go to the play, little woman?"
"'so, I changed my mind."

"And who has been here?" he asked quite simply, seeing

the maid carry awav the hat.

"Nobody."
"

To this audacious falsehood Arthur could onlv how his

head ; this was passing under the Caudine furks of submissiiMi.

True love has this magnanimous cowardii e. Arthur behaved
lo Madame Sehontz as Sabine did to Calyste, as Calyste did

to Beatrix.
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Within a wock then' was ;i chimjrc like that of a ^rruli to a

hiniirtlv in tlic liand>()nif and <lrv('r yniuii: ('oiiiii, Charli's-

!'..!.iinnl Husticoli dc hi Pall'erini' (ilif lnn> <>t' tlic sketch

t;.Miil .1 Prince of Uuliiiniu. \\h\f\\ niaki's it iiniU'ri-s>ary to

(1, - rihc liis person and charartiT in tlii> phici'). Hillicrto

ii- !iii(i lived very [H)()rly, niakin^ up iiis (K'licits with the

iiiiilaritv of a Dantou; now he paitl hi> (lciit>. iiy Maxinie's

adviic he had a little low earria^M'. he ua> eleeted to the

V Club, to the cluh in the Rue de (.Iraniinoiit, he heeanie.Im

lifi'..iatively elcpant. Finally, lie pulili>lied in the JuHrnd!

'/f V Dlbals a novel whieh earned hiui in a I'l'W days >ueh a

Ppiiiation as professional writer^ do not arliieve after many

V. ,ir- of lahor and sueeess, for in I'aris nothiiifi is so vehement

.1- uiial is to ]>rove ephemeral. Nathan, pcrl'eetly certain that

till' Count would m .
:• write anylhini: more, prai-ed this

(!r;:.iiit and impertin.nt youth to Madame de Koelietlde in

>tiiii irrms. that Beatrix, spurred on iiy the poet's aceount of

him. expressed a wish to see this prinei' of fashionable

v.iL'alionds.

Jh' will he all the more deli.ixhted to eonie here." replied

N.iiliaii. •"beeause I know he is so mueh in love with you as to

(Miiiiiiiit any folly."

"liut he has committed every folly already. I am told."

•lAery folly? Xo." replied Nathan, "lie has not yet been

fo fn(,li<h as to love a decent woman."

\ few days after the plot (d" the Houlevard had been laid

liit.uen Maxime and the seductive Count Charles-Kdouard,

t'lii- vouuiT jrentleman. on whom Nature had botowed— in

iiniiv. no douI)t—a pathetically melancholy countenance, made

hi- tirst incursion into the nest in the Hue de Courcelles,

will re the dove, to receive him. fixed an evenin<r when Calysto

«i< oli|i<.red to fro out with his wife. If ever you moot la

''"'Tine—or when you come to the Prince of Rolirmia in the

[lart of this loni: ])icturc of niidcrn manners—you will

ic understand the triumph achieved in a siuLde evening

bv ;hat sparklinir wit. those astonishim: hiLrh sjiirits. especially

if you can conceive of the capital by-play of the sponsor who

th:n

at

%
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agreed to serond liiiii on this occasion. Xatlian was a irond

icUou
: lie >lioucd oil' the young Count a> a jeweler shows

otr a necklace he wants to sell, hy making the stones sparkle
in the light.

La I'allerine discreetly was the fir>t to leave; he left \atliim
and the .Marijuise together. tru>iing to the great author's re-

oipcration. wliieii was achuirable. Seeing the .\Iar(|ui>e (|Ui.,'

amazed, he fired her fancy hy a certain retiivnee. which stirnd
in her such chords of curiosity as she did not know existnl
in her. Nathan gave her to under.-taiid that it was nut m,

muon la J'alferine"s wit that won him his successes with wo-
men as his superior gifts in the art of love; and lie cried liim

up beyond measure.

This is the })laee for setting forth a novel result of the greai

law of cr)ntrasts. which gives rise to many a crisis in th,'

human heart, and accounts for so many vagaries that we arc

forced to refer to it sometimes, as well as to tlie law of

affinities. Courtesans—including all that portion of liie

female se.x which is named, unnamed, and renamed ev-rv
quarter of a century—all preserve, in the depths of tlnir

hearts, a vigorous wish to recover their liberty, to feel a pure,
saintly, and heroic love for some man to whom they can
sacrifice everything. (See .1 Unr/itl's Proi/rrss.) '

'\'hi'\

feel this antithetical need so keenly, that it is rare to find ii

woman of the kind who lias not many times aspired to hocoine
virtuous through love. The mo>t frightful dece|)ti )n canihu
discourage them. Women who are. on the cor,trary, re-

strained by education, and by their rank in life, fettered liv

the dignity of their family, living in the midst of wealth,
crowned by a halo of virtue, are tempted—secretly, of course-
to try^ the tropical regions of passion. Tliixe two anta<ronis-

tic types of women have, at the bottom of their hearts, the "iie

a little cravini: for virtue, the other a little craving for dis-

sipation, which .rean-Jacques Rousseau first had the eourat'e

to point out. In those it is the last gleam of the divine light

not yet extinct ; in these it is a trace of flu. primitive clay.

This remaining claw of the beast was tickled, this hair of
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,i,.vjl was pulled with the >:ivatf-t skill, by Xathan. The

1, uisc MTi(.u>iy wniidnvd whrihrr >li«' iiad not liilhorto

I ilir dupe of Ikt iiitillrcl. wln'thcr Iht (.diicaiitm was eom-

;, ,,, \j,.,,;— is perhaps the disin- to know t-vcrylhing.

Nr\i day Calysti- was se<>ii by IV'atrix as what he was

—

i ji.
! iVtl ami loyal irintli'inan, devoid of spirit and wit.

ill I'aris, to i)e krinwn as a wit. a man's wit must flow as

\\u\ir tinws from a s[)rin;.': for all men of fashion, and

P.iiiMans in general, are witty. But Calysle was too mueh in

!,,.. he was too mueh al)sorbed to observe the eliauge in

11, airix, and satisfy her by opening up fresh veins; he was

V. i\ enlorless in the retlecte ' light of the previous evening,

;i;./l M.iild not give the greedy Beatrix the snuUlest exeitement.

A j[v,ii h)ve is a credit account open to such voracious drafts

..!! II ihat the moment of l)ankru{)tcy is inevitable.

Ill spite of the weariness of this day—the day when a

won,an is Iwred by her lover !—Beatrix shuddered with fears

a- •':>• thought of a duel between la I'alferine. the successor

uf .Maxime de Trailles, and ("alyste ilu Cuenic, a brave man

witliout brag. She therefore hesitated to see the young

< Miinl any more; but the knot was cut by a simple incident.

rH'„irix liad a third share in a box at the Italiens—a dark

lin\ nil the pit tier where she might not be seen. For some

f. w ilavs Calvste had been so bold as to iiccompany the

M;ir(iui>e and sit behind her. timing their arrival late enough

\n iiitract no attention. Beatrix was always one of the first

t.. have before the end of the last act, and Calyste escorted

li.r. keeping an eye on her, though old Antoine was in waiting

I'll !ii> mistress.

Maxime and la Pal ferine studied these tactics, dictated by

the pn.prieties. bv the love of concealment characteristic of

i!i.. "I.ternal Babv."' and also by a dread that weighs on every

wnrnan who. having once been a constellation of fashion, has

f.il'. ;i fnr love from her rank in the zodiac. She then fears

Innniliation as a worse agony than death; but this agony of

P"''!. . this shipwreck, which women who have kept their place

.11, (ilviupus intiic^t on those who have fallen, came upon her,

21
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by ^[.l.\inlo•s rontrivinj.', uuder the most horrible circum-
stances;.

At a pcrl'orniancc <.f Lurin. whicli ended, as is well known
by one of Kuinni's pnafst triumphs, Madame do Rociieii.Jc'
before she was called l.y Ant.. inc. came out from the corridor
into til,,- vestibule .d' the th.'aliv. where the stairs were crow.hd
with pretty women, irn.ui.ed .,n the .teps. or standing' in knds
tdl their s.'rvants should hrin<r up their carria<ics. Beatrix
was at <.nce rec..^r„ix,.(i i,y .,]| . .^ ^-hisper ran throu^di e\erv
group, nsin^r to a murmur. In the twinkling' of an eve every
woman vanished; the laniuise vas hd't alone as if'pluguJ-
stnckcn. Calyste. seeing' his wife on one of tiie stairci^s
dared not join the outcast, and it was in vain that Heatrix
twice ^r;,v,. him a tearful look, an entn-atv to come to her
siipi-ort. At that moment la Pal ferine, efe-ant. lordlv and
charnung. (putted two other women, and came, with a bow
to talk to the Manpiisc.

"Take my arm and come defiantly with me; I can find your
carria^^e." said he.

"Will you finish the evening with me?" she replied, as she
got into her carria;:e and made room for him bv her
side.

-^

La Pal ferine said to his crrooni, "Follow Madame's
carnage, and got in with .Madanu. de Rochefide, to Calvste's
amaz<-ment. Ife was left stand, n_r. ,,lanfd on his fw-t as
thou,i:h they were made of l,.a,|. for it was on seeing him look-
ing pah' and blank that P.eatrix had invited the voun- Count
to ae,.ompany her. K.ery dove is a Robespierre in
white leathers.

Three carriages arrived together at the I{ue de Courccl'es
with lightnin- swiftness-Calyste-s. la I'alferineV. and Uie
Marquise s.

"So you are h..,v?" said Beatrix, on froinir into her drawing-
room leanmir „„ ,|„. young Count's arm. .and findincr (^dv^te
already there, hi- horse having out-di>tan.ed the other "two
carriaires.

"So you are aeijnainliMl wiih this wntleman ?" said Caly^tf'
to Beatrix with Mippresscd furv.
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••\I.iTi-i<'iir lo Coniti' (!'' I.i I'^ilfrnnc \v;is intrniluccd to me
|,\ \,itli:iii tfii (liivs iijxo," sMiil lU-atrix ; "iiiid yuu, iiiuu^iour,

\\.i\<' known iiic for four yoars
"

\iiil I am ready, luadaiiir,"' .»aid la I'alfi'TiiU', "to make

M.i(!.iiiir d'Ks|iar(l repent of haviii;: heeii ilie lirst to turn her

Uii '. "11 yon—down to lier ;:ran<leliildren
""

••(Hi. it wa> .sAc /" cried IJeatri.x. "I will |iay her out."

•||' \iiu want to he riven^'ed, you inu>t win hack your hui^-

h.iii'l. hut I am ]»re|iared to hring him Itaek to you," »aid la

I'.iilVrinc in lier ear.

'I hr conversation thus begun was carrieil on till two in the

iii"rnmL', without giving Calyste an o|)|)ortunity of .-])eaking

lu.i wunls apart to Beatri.\, who constantly kept liis rage in

.-ulii'iiidii hy her glances. La I'alferine. wiio was not in

ln\i' with her, was as superior in good ta>te. wit. and charm

a- < alyste was beneath himself; writhing on his seat like a

wi riii cut in two. and thrice starting to hi.- i'eei witli an im-

piil-c lo .-top la I'alferine. The third time that I'aly.-te ilew

at lii- rival, the fount said, ".\re you in pain, monsieur?"

in a i<ine that made Calyste sit down on the nearest chair,

and remain as immovable as an image.

The Manpiise chatted with the light ease of a Celimene.

iL'ti^ring Calyste's presence. La I'alferine was so sui)reinely

(l.\cr as to depart on a last witty speecli. leaving the two

lii\er~ at war.

Thu^^. hy Ma.xinie's skill, the flames of discord were raging

in tlic divided households of Monsieur and Madame de Koche-

fi.lc

• •n the morrow, having heard from la I'alferine. at the

.Ii!(kcv <'lub. where the young Count was ))laying whist with

gna! profit, of the success of the scene he had plotted, Maxinie

went Id ihe Hotel Schontz to ascertain how Aurelie was

iiumaLring her alTairs.

"Mv dear fellow." cried Madame Schontz. lauirhing as .she

y.iu- liini. "T am at my wits" end. I am closing my career

wi'h tile discovery that it is a misfortune to be clever."

"Ixplaiii your meaning."

"In the first place, my dear friend, 1 kept my Arthur for

.•vs.

n
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a week on ii irpinicn ..f kickiiij: liis shins, witli tlit" mi>st

patridtic old storii'> and llic tno-t iiii|plra.-iiiii <lis(i|)linf known
in our profc.->i(in. -Vnu arc ill.' >ai(l lir with fatlu'rly rniM-
iK'-s. 'for I iiavr never heeii ativtliin^r Iml kiinl lo you, and [

perfeitly adore yon."—'Vnu Imve one I'anll. my dear,' said I;

'yon liore tne.'—'Well, hul lia\e yi.ii not all I he cleverest inm
and the handsomest yonn^' fellows in I'aris to amuse yon?"
•aid ilie pour man. 1 was shut up. Tlien I felt that I loved
liim."

"Hall I" said .Maximo.

"W hat is to he done? 'I'he>e w ivs are too mndi for us; it

i> impossihie to reM>I ihein. T ii 1 elian-ed ihe stop; I

made eyes at that wild hour ,,( a i.iwur. my future hushand,
as "Treat a .-lieep now a> .\rthur: I made liiiii sit there in

h'oihelidoV armeiiair. and 1 tlion-lil him a perfect fot)!. How
inircd I wa.-!— [Jut, of conr.-e. I had lo keep I'ahien tliere that

we mi;:ht he discovered to^retlu'r--
"

"Well," cried .Maxiine, "ju't't on with your story! When
Rochefide found you together, \,liat next r"

"Vou would never |:uess. my o;,„„| f,.|low. By your in-

structions the hanii- are piiMi-hed. ihe mairia^'e contract is

hein^T drawn, Notri'-Dame ile Loreitc is out of court. Wh-n
it is a case of matrimony, .-oiiu'thini: may he |)aid on acoount.—When he found u.- to^rether, Fahien and me, jxpor Arthur
stole oir on tiptoe to the diiiinLT-room. and he<:an growliiiu'

and elearinj: his throat and knockiiiL' the chairs ahout. That
jrreat ;:ahy Fahien, to whom I cannot tell everything', was

fri.Lditencd. and that, my dear :\Ia\ime. is tin' point we have
reached.—Why, if Arthur should find the couple of us some
morning on coming into my room, he is capahli; of sayin:.',

'Have you had a pleasant night, children!'' "

Ma.xime nodded liis head, and for some minutes sat twirling
his cane.

"I know the sort of man," said he. "This is what you
must do; tliere is no help f..r it hut to throw Arthur out

the win(h)w and keep tiie door ti.L'htly shut. You must begin

again the same .mcuc with Fahien
"
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'
II i\v ititolcrablo ! For, afttT nil. you sc<\ tho >ncraiiR'iit has

dmi .i
I lilc.-si'd 111!' with virtue.

••Y(ni iini-;t (•(tntrivo to ratch Arthur';* I'Vi' when he finds

\Mii loL'tthir." Maxiriic wi-nt en; "if he ^'fts .in^'rv, tliirt' is

all I nd iif tlic !M!ittiT. If hv only growls as Ix'forf, there id

\. I iiinri' an ond of it."

\\n^^ ?••

•W.'l. you must he anpry : you must say. 'I thou^rht you

l.>\. I ,ind valued me; l)ut you have ceased to care for nie;

\Mii f. 1 1 no jealousy ,' hut you know it all, chapter and

\(r-i —M'ndcr such circumstances Maxinie' (draj: me
iiii 'UMiild kill his man on tlie spot' (and cry). '.\nd Fahien'

(tn.ik'' him ashamed of himself by comparing liim with

l":ii.'.ni -'Fahien would have a (higger ready to stah you

tM ihr heart. That is what 1 call love I There, go! (iood-

n .'It. ::i")d-hye! 'i'ake hack your house; I am going to

iiM;r\ Fabien. Ho will give me his name, he will I He has

thr. ".ill over his old mother!'— In slion, you
"

"I If course, of cour.>e! I will he magnilicent !" cried

.M 'liiiie Schontz. '*Ah. Maximel There will never he but

nil' Maxime. as there never was but one de Marsay."

•I.a i'alferine is greater than I," said de Trailles modestly.

"Il- i- irctting on famously."

•lb' has a tongue, hut you have backbone and a grip. How
iiMiiv people 1 ive you kept going! How many have you

(liiii!.li-d up!"

i.:i Falferine has every qualification; he is deep and well

iiifiiiii.'d. while I am ignorant," replied ^laxime.
—

"I have

>ri 11 llasiignae, who came to terms at once with the Keeper

(if '!ic Seals. Fahien will he made President of the Court

.ill i-llicer of the Legion of Honor after a year's probation."

"1 will take up religion," replied Madame Schontz,

i!i!i>!!iisizing the j)hrase so as to win an approving look from
v. i\itiie.

'|'rie«ts are worth a hundred of us!" said Maxime.

l\'al!y!-" said Aurelie. "Then I may find some one to

i.i!a i.i in a country town.— I have begun my part. Faluen

1
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hns already tnJd !iis rimtli'T tliat i,'racc has flawnod on

ami lir lia- lHuii(|i((| the ;:cmmI witiiiaii with my iiiilhoii ,,i\n

his I'nsiilitK \ ; ~lic au'rrcs tliat \Vf arc to livf with hrr. .-hr

a.-knl fnr ;i purl rail n( me. ami lias ^nii me her-; if

I^ivc were til jiiiik at it. hf uuiilil tail haikuards.

—

(in tlicti,

Maxiiiic: I will ik'iiioli?h llu' puor man tins cvcuiug. It gucs

l(t iiiv litart."

Two days later la I'alft'rini- and Maximc met at the limr

of the Jdrkcy-Clul).

"It is done," >aid Charlcs-Edouard.

The words, cnntaininj: a whole liornhle and terrible drama,

such as veii;reaiice (d'ten earru - .»ul, mudi' the Comie dc

Trailles Miliie.

"We >liall have jdl de Hociielide's Jeremiads," said Maxiiiif,

"for yoii and Aurelie have rmi>lied to;,H'lher. Anrelie has

turned Arthur out of doors, and now we must j^et liiiM <il

liim. He is to i:ive three hundred thoii>and frams tn

Madame dii iJomeret and return to iiis wife. We will [imvc

to him that l'.eatri\ is >ii|)erior to .\urelie."

"We have at lea-t ten day> het'ore us," -aid l'ha^les-I^dl)Uarll

sapiently. "and not too iinieli in all conseienee ; for imw I

know the Man|uise. and the [loor man will he handsomely

tleeeed."

"What will you do when the homh hursts?"

"We e;in always he clever when wi' have time to think it

out; I am j:raiid when I am ahle to |>re|iarc for it

"

The two izamiilcrs went into the drawinsx-roum i.iireth'T,

and found the Marijuis de liochelide luukini: two years nldiT;

he had no stays on; he had sacrificed his elegance; his beard

had grown.

"Well, my dear Mari|uis?" said Maximo.
"Oh, my dear fellow, my life is broken . .

." and for ten

minutes Arthur talkrd. .-nid Maxime gr.ivelv listened; he was

thinkini: of hi- marriaLre, which was in take place a week

hence.

"Mv dear .\i'liiir. I ailvi-ed vou of ihc nrilv nuans I knew

of to keep AurOiie, and you did not choose . .
."

:^>

t-'.'.r- -:•
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••Uluit tii.'jins?"

'I'mI I umI jhIvi>c Villi to ;;<) to suinHT with Antonia?"
"1,'Hitr I inc. UnU nin I help it? I love IliT.— Ami VOU,

•
li (ii,ik>' lo\c as lirisicr fcncfs."

I.!-i'ii t" iiii', Artliur; ;:i\c Ikt tlircc !iiinilr«'(! tliousiind
•'•'- li.i- 'irr littlf lioUM', and I prumisc you I uiH tind

iiii ihiii^' l)clt.r I vviil ^jicak lo \ou a^'ain of tlic iiii-

,: All lair ntic hy ami liy ; 1 Mr d'Ajuda, wlio vsaiils to sav
'. .. • .iiili!- to IIH'."

.\'.i>\ M.iMiiii' li ft till' Ml' onsiilalilr tiiaii to talk to tlio n'pre-
-ti^niw nt' till' family iiccdirij; consolation.

M. drar frllow." said llu- otlur Man|iiis in an iiiuliTtonc.

hill lif.-s is in dt-pair; ('al\>tc lias (jiiicily parkid up and
ji ,!vd a passport. Sabiiu' wants to folli.w tlif fu^'itivf?,

> i; I Hi-alrix, and claw her. She j, (.\p,.(tiii^' another child

;

.mi ihe whole thin<,' looks rather niunleroiw, for she ha.s gono
||U;'. "[inily and houL'ht [tistols."

T. 11 the Duchess that Madame de i?ochefhIe is not iroin;,',

ani i'. iihin a fortni^rht the whole thin-f will he settled. Now,
!

\.i i-la. your hand on it ? Ncilhor you nor I have >aid ajiy-

i:. lii Mr known anything. Wo shall admire the etVeets of
rli.ilH I','"

'The Duchess has already made mo swear f^ecrocy on tlio

li jiN and the Cros^s."

'V"u will rooeivo my wife a month honoe?''

"W ilh pleasure.'

'i'.vei-yhody will be satisfied." replied Ma.vinio. "Only
uarii ihe Duchess that something,' is ahout to happen which
"! ' delay her departure for Italy for six weeks; it concerns
M' ';h. ur du (iuenic. You will know all ahoiii it later."

"W liat is it?" asked d'Ajuda. who was l()okin<'- at la

P:iMViine.

><"rates said before his death. *Wo owe a cock to
•Iviulapius.' But your brother-in-law will he let off for the
•"iii:.." nplied la I'alferine without hesitation.

lor ten days Calyste endured the hiirthon of a womau'.-^
'iUii'V. all 'he more implacable because it was-^ieconded by a

If
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II:

M- ir

328 BEATRIX

real passion. Bc'atrix fult that form of love so roughlv hut

truly dt'scrilK'd to ilio Duclicss by Maximo do Traillos. iVr-

haps thoro is no liif^hly organized being thai does not ox-

porionoo tliis nvorwliohiiing passion once in a lifetime. The
Mar(|uiso felt herself (|Uollod by a superior force, by a ynung

man who was not impresst'd by her rank, who, being of as

noble birth as hersolf. could look at her with a calm and jiow-

erful eye. and from whom her greatest feminine etforts c(ju1J

scarcely extract a smile of admiration. Finally, she was

crushed by a tyrant, who always loft hor bathed in tears,

deeply hurt, and believing luTsolf wronged. Charles-Ivlouard

played the same farce on Madame do Kochefide that she had

been playing these six montiis on Calyste.

Since the scene of hor mortification at the Italiens, Beatrix

had adhered to one fonnula

:

"You preferred the world and your wife to me, so you

do not love me. If you wish to prove that you do love me,

sacrifice your wife and the world. Give up Sabine, leave her,

and lot us go to live in Switzerland, in Italy, or in Germany."
Justifying herself by this cool ultimatum, she had es-

tablished the sort of blockade which women carry into offeet

by cold looks, scornful shrugs, and a face like a stone citadel.

She believed herself rid of Calyste; she thought he would

never venture on a broach with the Grandlious. To give up

Sabine, to whom Mademoiselle des Touches had given her

fortune, meant poverty for him.

However, Calyste, mad with despair, had secretly procured

a passport, and begged his mother to forward him a con-

siderable sum. While waiting for the money to reach him. he

kept watch over Beatrix, himself a victim to the jealousy of a

Breton. At last, nine days after the fat(>vul communication
made by la Palferine to ]\Iaxime at the club, the Baron, to

whom his mother had sent thirty thousand francs, flew to the

Rue de Courcollos, determined to force the blockade, to turn

out la Palforino. and to leave I'aris with his idol appeased.

This was one of those fearful pltornativos when a woman
who has preserved a fragment of self-respect may sink for
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pvrr into the depths of vice, hut may, on the other hand, re-

turn Id virtue. Hitherto Madiiiue de Hochefide liad regarded

li. f-rl( as a virtuous woman, whose lieart had been invaded by

to

fal

|M.-.-ions; but to love ('harles-l^douard, and allow herself

loved by Calyste, would wreck her self-esteem ; for where
liond begins, infamy begins. She had granted rights to

Me. and no human power could hinder the Breton from
uiiig himself at her feet and watering them with the

ir.;!- of abject repentance. Many persons wonder to see the

n \ insensibility under which women smother their passions;

I'Ui if they could not thus blot out the past, life for them
\\niij,l be bereft of dignity; they could never escape from the

iiii\ilable collusion to which they had once succumbed.

In her entirely new position Beatri.x would have been saved

if ia I'alferine had come to her; but old Antoine's alertness

wa- lur ruin.

Um ln-aring a carriage stop at the door, she exclaimed to

C.ilyste, "Here are visitors !"' ane he hurried away to prevent

a (atastrophe.

Aiitoine, a prudent man, replied to Charle—^douard, who
hail (ailed solely to hear these very words, "Madame is gone
nu!.'"

W hen Beatrix heard from the old servant that the young
Cniint had called, and what he had been told, she said, "Quite

rii:ht." and returned to the drawing-room, saying to herself,

'i uill be a nun !"

lalyste. who had made so bold as to open the window,
cauirht sight of his rival.

"Who was it?" he asked.

"I do not know; Antoine has not come up yet."

"it was la Palferine
"

"\'ery possibly."

"^Oil love him, and that is why you find fault with me.

—

1 -aw him !"

'•Vou saw him?"
"'[ opened the window."
lliatrix dropped half dead on the sofa. Then she tried to

ii-

III
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teiiiporizo to ?avp tho future; slu- put ofT tlicir departure fur

ten day> on the j)lea of l)U>iness, and vowed to lierself tliat <lie

would elnse lier door against Calyste if only she eoidd pacify

hi I'alfeiine. for these are the horrilile coinj)roniisi's and l)urn-

ing torments tiiat unck'riie lives that have gone off the rails

on whieli the great train of Society runs.

As soon as Beatrix was alone she felt so miserable, so

deeply humiliated, that she went to bed ; she was ill; the fear-

ful struggle that rent her heart seemed to leave a horrible re-

action, and she sent for the doctor; but, at the same time, she

despatched to la Talferine the following note, in which she

avenged herself on Calyste with a sort of frenzy:

—

"Come to see mo, my friend. I am in despiTation. Antoine
turned you away when your visit would have put an end to

one of the most horriide nightmares (d" my life, by rescuing

me from a num I hate, whom I hope never to see again.

I love no one on earth but you, and 1 never shall love any one

but you. thougli 1 am so unhappy as not to please you so much
as 1 could wish . .

.*'

4 ^^

'

'

• >

She covered four pages, which, having begun thus, ended in

a rhapsody far too poetical to !)(> reproduced in print, in which
Beatrix so etfectually com])romis(>d herself, that in conclusion

she said

:

"Am I not wholly at your nuTcy ? Ah, no price would be

too gn'at for me to prove how dearly you are loved!"
And she signed her name, a thing she had never done for

either Calyste or Conti.

On the following day. when the young Count called on the

Marquise, she was taking a bath. Antoine begged him to

wait. But he dismis>ed Calyste in his turn, when, starving
with passion, ho also came early; and la i'alferine could see

him as he got into his carriage again in (lesf)air.

"(•h. Charles." said the Man(uise coming into the drawing-
room, "you have ruined me I"

"1 know it, niadame," rejjlied he coolly. "You swore that

\i
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von !ovof1 mo ainno, yon nffcrod to pivo me a letter in which

vnii will set down tlie reasons you would have liad for kilhng

viiiiisilf, so that in tiie event of your beiniij unfailiiful to ine

i ini::lit poison you without fear of human justice—as if

siijiriior souls needed to resort to poison to avenge them-

idvcsl—You wrote, *Xo i)riee would be too great for me to

iir..\r liow dearly you are loved I"—Well, I find a eontradietion

!..!u.rii these elosing words of your letter and your .speooh,

•V-u liave ruined me.' I will know now whether you have

hiij the eourage to break with du (iuenic."

"Vmi are revenged on him beforehand," said she throwing

hi- i.iiiis round his neek. "And that matter is euougli to

liiiii] you and me for ever
"

Madiiuie," said the Prince of bohemia eoldly, "if you do-

-ip my friendship, I consent; but there are conditions
"

< 'I'Mdilions?"

"V-s, conditions—as follows: You must be reconciled with

.Mi'i)~ieur de Kochefide, resume the honors of your position,

reiiiri) to your fine house in the Hue d'Anjou—you will be

niic (if the queens of Paris. You can achieve this i>y making

l!i>cii(fide play a part in politics and guiding your conduct

wiih such skill and t.nacity as ^ladame d'l-lspard has dis-

play d. This is the position which any woman must fill

ulmm 1 am to honor with my devotion
"

l'>ut you forget that Monsieur de Kochefide's consent is

iicri'ssary."

"Oh, my dear child," replied la Palferine, "we have pre-

IKind him for it. I have pledged my honor as a gentleman

that you were worth all the Schontzes of the (^uarticr Saint-

lieoriTcs put together, and you owe it to my honor "

I'or eight days, every day, Calyste called on Beatrix,

aihl was invariably sent away by Antoine. who jmt on a

i.'r:i\r face and assured him, "Madame la Marquise is seriously

ill."

Fnnu thence Calyste rushed otT to la Palferine, whose

"^i-rvani always exclaimed. "M(in-ie\ir le Coiiite is gone hunt-

irii:
" And each time ('alvste left a letter for the Count.

.
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At last, on tho ninth day, Calyste, in reply to a note from

la Palferine fixinfj a time for an explanation, found him at

home, but with him Maxime de Trailles, to whom the younger

rake wished, no doubt, to give proof of his abilities by getting

him to witness the scene.

"Monsieur le Baron,'' said Charles-^douard quietly, "here

are the six notes you have done me the honor of writing,' to

me. They are unopened, ju^t as yuu sent them; I knew la'-

forehand what might be in tliem when I heard that you had

been seeking me everywhere siiice the day when I looked at

you out of tho window, while vou were at the door of a house

where, on the jirevious day, I had Ijeen at the door while you

were at the window. I thought it best to remain ignorant of

an ill-judged cliallenge. Between you and me, you have too

much good taste to owe a woman a grudge because she has

ceased to love you. And to figiii your preferred rival is a bad

way to reinstate yourself.

"Also, in the present case, your letters were invalidated,

null and void, as lawyers say, in consefjuence of a radical

error: you have too much good sense to (juarrel with a hus-

band for taking back his wife. Monsieur de Rochefide feels

the Marquise's position is undignified. You will no longer

find Madame de Rocliefide in the Rue de Courcelles; six

months hence, next winter, you will .•^ee her In her husband's

home. You very rashly thrust yourself 'into the midst of a

reconciliation between a married couple to which you your-

self gave rise by failing to slielt.r Madame de Rochefide

from tlie mortification she endured at the opera-house. As

wo left, Beatrix, to whom I had already brought some friendly

advances on her husband's part, took me in her carriage, and

her first words were, Tio and b-ing .Arthur!'

"Oh. Heavens !" cried Calyste, "she was right ; I had failed

in my devotion
''

"But. unfortunately, monsieur, poor Arthur was living

with one of those dreadful women—that ^[adanie Sehontz.

who for a long time had expected everv hour to find herself

deserted. Madame Schontz, who, on the strength of Beatrix's
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romjilcxinn, ehcrisliod a desire to see herself some day the Mar-
ijiii-r ill' HiK'heiide, was furioiKs when she saw her castles in

i!i. iiir ''Hen. Those women, monsieur, will lose an eye if

ill. y ( spoil two for an enemy; la Schontz, who has just

]( fi Paris, has heen the instrument of spoiling six I And if

1 had Ixec so rash as to love Beatrix, the sum-total would
have heen eight. You, monsieur, must have discovered that

ymi iitfd au oculist."

.Maxime could not help smiling at the change in Calyste's

fair; lie turned pale as his eyes were opened to the situation.

•V.'ould you helieve, Monsieur le Baron, that that wretched
wdiiian has consented to marry the man who furnished her
with means of revenge? Oh I women I—You understand now
w!iy Beatrix should shut herself up with Arthur for a few
iiiniiiiis at Xogent-sur-Marne, wIktc they have a charming
lililc iiouse; they will recover their sight there. Meanwhile
thiir Iiouse will bt entirely redecorated; the Marquise means
to display a princely style of splendor. When a man is sin-

(V!vl> in love with so noble a woman, so great, .so exipiisite,

tile V (tim of conjugal devotion, as soon as she has the courage
In niurn to her duties as a wife, the part of those who adore
!iir a-; you do, who admire her as I do, is to remain her friends
wh a they can be nothing more.

Vnu will forgive me for having thought it well to invite

Monsieur de Trailles to be present at this explanation, but I

was particularly anxious to makx' this all perfectly clear. For
iii\ pa It. I especially wished to assure you that, though I ad-
min' Madame de Rochefide's cleverness as a woman, she is to

ni' -u[)remely odious.''

'".\t!d that is what our fairest dreams, our celestial loves

"I'i ill." said Calyste, overwhelmed l>y so many revelations
aril! 'iiscnchantments.

"In a fish's tail," cried Maxime. "nr, which is worse, in an
ii'iHiccary's gallipot ! I liave never known a first love that did
i! -I end idiotically. Ah, Mon«ieur le Baron, whatever there
"iiv h<' that is heavenly in man finds its nourishment in
Heaven alone ! This is the excuse for us rakes. I, monsieur,

r-s
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liiive pone deeply into the (juestion. and, as you see, I am just

married. 1 .-liall Ik' I'ailliful to my witV, and 1 would urge you

to return to Madame du Guenic—but—three inontiis hence.

"Do not regret Beatrix; she is a piiiimi of iho.-r vaiii im-

tures. devoid of energy, hut flirts out of vainglory—a Madame
d'Kspard wijliout politieal faeulty. a woman devoid of heart

and brain, frivolous in wickedness. Madami' de Uochefule

loves no one but Madame de Koelielide ; she would have in-

volved you in an irremediable ijuarrel with Madame du

Guenic. and then have thrown you over without a qualm; in

fact, she is as inaile(piate for vice as for virtue."

''I do not agree with you, Ma.xime,"' said la i'alferine; "she

will he the most delightful mistress of a great house in all

Paris."

Calyste did not leave the house without shaking hands with

(Jharles-l^douard and Maxime de Trailles, thanking them for

having cured him of his illusions.

Three days later the Duehesse de Grandlieu. who had not

seen her daughter Sabine since the morning of the great con-

ference, called one morning and found Calyste in his bath-

room. Sabine was sewing at somt; new finery for her baby-

clothes.

'•Well, how are you children getting on?" asked the kind

Duchess.

"As well as possible, dear mamma." replied Sabine, looking

at her mother with eyes l)right with happiness. "We have

acted (lilt the fable of the Two Pigeons—that is all."

Calyste held out his hand to his wife and pressed hers ten-

derly.

1838-1844.
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INTRODUCTION*

\Im Vieillc Fillc was first printed in La Presae, October 23 to

N(i\.iiilK>r (i, 183<). The next year it was included anmng

ilic "Scenes de !a Vie de Province." In 1844 it entered

tlii- division of the "Comedy," accompanied by "Le Cabinet

(li- Antiques," both stories being comprehended under the

mllcctive title of "Ties Rivalites." It wf^i originally divided

into three chapters, since suppressed. Most of its characters

ri:i[)pear in its companion story or sequel, which follows.

Lc Cabinet des Antiques began with a short instalment

jiiiiiti'd in the Chronique de Paris, March (i, 183t». The
.<iory proper was published in the Coiistitutionnel, mainly on

iihrrnate days, from September 22 to October 8, 1838. It

bore the title of "Les Rivalites en Province," and was divided

into seven chapters. The two parts were joined in 1830, and,

with considerable augmentations, were issued, along with

"dninbara," in two volumes, under the original title. In

this form the work had nine chapters, since suppressed. Its

iiulusion in the "Comedy" has been mentioned above. In

till' definitive edition Balzac substituted the title of "Les

I'riivineiaux h, Paris," and took away the coll(>ctive title.

"The Old Maid," Mile. Cormon, plays no part outside tlic

two stories. Her successful suitor, du Bousquier (du Croisier

in "Le Cabinet des Antiques"), as well as the Chevalier de

\ alois (see "Les Chouans") and Chesnel, the notary, are

nuuk' slight use of elsewhere. The Gransons play no other

Jiiirts, although the son is mentioned in "Les Employes."
'*!" the Esgrignons the father is seen in the "Chouans"; the

s-'ii. in several stories, plays a minor but not creditable part.

I'londet, now a familiar personage, has his origin recounted

* cupyrigbt, 1900, by Tbumiui Y. Crowei! 6t Cominuy.

(ix) (Vol. XIV)
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horo. ns )ms nlso liis wife, a dc 'I'misvillc. wlio first marries

Moiitcoiiut. Caimisot and his wifi' will be importaiit iti

"S[)lfiHlrin> <t Mi-(T(s," and the fortm • uill lu' met in tiio

story tliat follnu,- thf pro^'iit one. .Su/,annf (laillard, as

Mine. (Ill \'al-.\(il)lc, appears in tin- dimi-ntoili of "Illusions

I'cnliir.-"" and oilier stories. Tin; lioneerets have been en-

count, red in "Beatrix."' For Michu. see espeeially "I n.-

Tunebreuse Atlaire.*' For the N'idanie de I'aniiers see "Wx^.

toire des Trcize." De Marsay and the Duehess de Mau-
frigneuse need no ootninents.

L'liitrrdutiim was first j)rinted in the Chronique de Paris,

January .'51, February 1, T, 11, and IS. is;)(), in six chapters,

sinee suppressed. It was included among the "fitudes I'hilo-

sophi(iues"" the same year. In 18;5!) it was transferred to the

"Scenes de lii Vie i'arisienne," entering the "Comedy" in

1811. In the delinitive edition, according to Balzac's notes,

it was assigned to the "Scenes de la \'ie Frivee." Its heroine

has been met already, and will play a part in many other

stories, iler hu.-!band and his brother will not be encountered

nearly so often. Judge Fopinot is one of Balzac's favorite

characters; see particularly "Cesar Birotteau." We learn

from "Spleiideurs et Miseres" that Mine. d'Espard failed in

lier efforts to have her husband enjoined.]

The three stories that nuike up this volume are so good

that, when it is remembered that they do not count among
Balzac's supreme masterpieces, they furnish an almost ir-

resistible proof of the tremendous range and power of his

genius. What other novelist could have written at least

half a dozen or perha])S ten greater volumes and just as many
hardly, if at all. inferior?

To all intents and purposes "La Vieillc Fillc" and "Le
Cabinet des Anti.jues" form a single novel in two parts, with

du Bousipiier for hero. In the first part this representative

(Voi XIV;
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,.f the Xiipolconic r'giiiu! triumphs in dorri'Stic ii.triguea

our the (.'lit'Viiiicr di' \'aloih, the uiimiiaijly ui'ijieU'd itpii

p.iiiaii\i' )f the old monarch}, and secures the hand and for-

luiu i.f .Mill'. Cormon, who is not merely a reniari<abie old

111.11(1. l)Ut also a typical member of the confcprvative, provin-

ii.ii middle elasties. in the second part, under the name

(it (111 ('roisier, he us<'h his wealtii to nioder lize Aleii(,()ii.

ami triumph politically and hoc tally cr the restored

iiri.-tocraev represented tiy V'icturnien (rKs^'ripnon, who in-

xolvts in his fall his noble father and the still nobler Chesnel

tiic notary, that last exponent of feudal loyalty. As a study

ef (lie social and political Kmditit ns of a French provincial

t'lwii in the years following; the n>.-. oration of the Bourbons,

tli:- bipartite nov(d is therefore both valuable and interesting.

\\l few foreign readers will care for Balzac's services to

i nmil history, and fewer still, perhaps, will think it fair to

liiiii lo make a hero of such an unsavory perMiiiage as du

iM/ii.-iliiier. Hence it is fortunate that eadi story can be

ju(Li'(l upon its own merits, and that our interest can attach

iixlf to Mile. Cormon and the Chevalier in "La N'leille

Kill'." and to Chesnel and the elder d"K.-,(,'rignons in '"lie

( ;il)inet des Antiques." Balzac probably meant that our

sunpathy should be won, in the first story, for that nielancholy

vuimg genius, Athanaso Cranson, but he seems to have

nckoiied without his host. The old maid herself, while ap-

pm.K liiiig if not passing over the verge of the ridiculou.^ d<X!8

ji'.'i. any more than Fielding's Parson Adams, forfeit (ur

sMiip.itiiy ; but a y(ning man who seriously loves her cannot

ii.(i\e us greatly by taking himself out of th(> world. Bai ring

tiii^ liefect, which does not e.\ist for such a critic as M. Bar-

rinc, we can surely find little that is not worthy of very high

]ini!M'. The intrigues of the fair Suzanne may not be eredit-

;il>'' . but they are handled in a way worthy of a bett(T aster

of (oinedy than Balzac usually was. As character studies,

{Vol. XIV5
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thf riicvalitT jiml Mile. Corjiion liavc r.inly Imtii surpnswil—

ihi'v truly illu.-iratc IJalzacV gift to '"iiiakc living." 'I'lir n-

triguts of till' rivals and ilu- inand'uvns of the old luuid, who

naturally recalls Sophie Kogroii of "I'lerrette," but is far losg

olfensiv.', are made vivid in our novelist's luiiijue way. i;vi;n

he lian hardly surjtas.»ed I'lscwhere liie dt-.^xriplunis of the pro-

vincial society gnmped ahout Mile, ('orinoii. and then- are

few lietter wenes in the "Coniedy"' than thos«' enacted in the

old maid's hoiL^^e the evening after du Housquier's relatiiini-

witti Suzanne heeame the talk of the town. Certainly if

Ralzae wrote this story in three nights, or even the main pnr-

tion.>; of il. lie had reason for his declaration to Mnie. Hanska
that it was "one of his hest things" in spite of the hostile

criticism it had aroused. 'le was very an.\ious for the

I'olish lady's good opinion of it, and took pains to point out

t() her its merits as a political study as well as the ditTieulty

with which tuch original characters as Mile. Corniou were

portrayed.

"Le Cabinet dea Antiques," though a secpiel to "La Vieille

F'ille." seems to have been eitlier coneeiveil or at least partly

worked out before the latter story. Malzac wrote in the faU

of 1S:{3 to Mine. Ifiiiiska that he had made a beginning of

it. A little later he read to her at (li'ueva the pages so far

written, to their mutual delight it would seem. The com-

pleted work ought to have been fully as .satisfactory to them

if only for the great achievement involved in the portrayal of

Chesuel, one of the noblest personages in the ''Comedy." The
old Count is as sublimely recalcitrant in his way, so far as

modern progress is concerned, as the Karon du (iuenic in

"Beatrix," while Mile. Armando is more charming if l(V<s

strong than Mile. Zephirine. As for tiie graceless Victur-

•

nien. he is quite as much a blot upon the young French

nobility of the Uestoration as Calyste du Ouenic. and one

hardly thinks him worthy of the love even of the facile,

(Vol. XIV)
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thoii^'li very intcrffting, Diano dc Maiifrigin'uw. Hut his

w..Mlili'K-iifS8 is iiivik'd to bring out the iioliility of \m aunt

uiii! iif ClH'siiel, and his final scrajK' cnahlt > Itah^iu' to ititro-

uu.f hiii iiiastt'rly debcriptions of tin- judges who deal with the

i.i-r III (ourt. These deseriptions are out of proportion to the

^tl.^. hut, as i» iso often to be observed, their existenee as

ii.(i-«ary and integral portions of the "Comedy" as u

wlii'l< IS thoroughly justified. It is almost ne«'dless to point

(lilt >ii(.h sujM-rb touches as the speech with which his father

fl.irti'd Victurnien olf to Paris and the icitcr whuli Chesnel

vnii. the latter when financial dillieulties were pnssiii;: hard

iipun him. It may, i>owe\er. be worth noting that in the

l':iri>iaii pages de Marsay does not show up so well as he did

III 'ix' Coiitrat de Manage," and that Hal^ae can hardly

l.i iKijuitted of the charge of over-coloring some of his sci'nes

— a.-, for example, that of the supper given at the Umher de

C'tniiih- by the Vidanie de Pamicrs. lint when all i.- .-aid, we

riiust fall back upon the judgment already pas.sed upon both

si' I us. that while not among Balzac's supreme masterpieces,

t'li V illustrate conspicuously the splendid range and powci- of

hi- ;,'rnius.

"l/lnterdiction" is counted among the best of Balzac's

ii'Vihttes, although it probably does not equal "(Job.seck,"

Miiir .ludge Popinot, good as he is, can hardly be said to rank

11^ ;i character with the prince of usurers. Hut Popinot is

n ni.irkable enough, and so in her way is that disagreeable

(jiin n of society, Mmo. d'Espard. The scene in which the

iiiii- remoniouy jurist unmasks the scheming lady is wrought

I ill as well as any in the "Comedy." Po|)inot's interview

vuih til-' Marquis is less effective, perhaps becau.se in treating

l-ith characters, Balzac commits the usual error of romancers

111 overloading them with virtues. Mme. d'Espard, her

I'M'her-in-law, and her guest.; are fniis to Popinot; the

Marquis and his exemplary sons are not. Vet the pages

ivoi. jav)
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XIV INTRODUCTION

devoted to the slandered husband ought to be borne in mind
by the critics who harp on Balzac's fondness for viciovi?

characters, while the pessimistic close of the story should t)e

charged up against iiuman nature, and not against the

novelist. It is perhaps worth remarking that Lavieniie, who
devotes himself to serving the philanthropic mania of his

master, recalls Iiemul(|uiiiier of "La Kecherche de TAbsolu,''

who fed the flames of lialtliazar Claes' furnace and passion.

The devotion of the Marquis to things Chinese suggests

also a similar predilection attrilnitcd to Balzac's own father.*

W. P. Trent.
Contrast the picture of I'oi.iiiot and hl8 beueflciarles with that of Citizcl ana

his clients in " Les Petits Bourgeois."

(Vo'. xrv)
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THE OLD MAID

Tci M. EuJ:^ne Augustp (leorpes Louis Mldy do la Grenorayo

Siirvillc. Civil Knginwr of tlie Corps Royal, a token of atTcction

fmui liis brutber-ln-law. De Balzac.

i'lKMY of people must havo oonio across at least one
< 'ir\alii'r de Valois in the pro\inc('s; there was one in

\. iiiiaiiily. another was extant at Hour<res, a third tlourished

ai Alnivnn in the year ISKi, and the South very likely pos-

N—
I

il (iiic of its own. But we are not here concerned with
till miniherinir of the X'alois tribe. Some of them, no doubt,
ui rc about as much of Valois a.^* Louis XIY. was a Bourbon;
ami I very Chevalier was so sliphtly acquainted with the rest,

that It was anythin<r but politic to mention one of them when
siMakim: to another. All of them, however, afjreed to leave

tlic i^o\irbons in perfect tranquillity on the throne of France,
fur it is a little too well proven that Henri TV. succeeded to

tlic iTown in default of heirs male in the Orleans, otherwise

1!" \a!(iis branch ; so that if any Valois exist at all. they must
'" ili-'cndants of Charles of Valois. Duke of .\ngoulcme, and
Alaric Touchet ; and even there the direct line was extinct

(i!ii!r>-; ytroof to the contrary is forthcominj:) in the person
"f 'ill' .Abbe de Rothelin. As for the Valois Saint-TJemy,

'i' -"ruled from Henri IT., they likewi.*e came to an end with
liii' too famous T.iamothe-Valois of the Diamond Xecklace
iurair.

I'vcry one of the riievaliers. if informiitii.n is correct, was.
1;'' tbe riicvalier 'if .Mencon, ;in cMc'ly iiolib'. tall, lean, and
witiiont fortune. The Bourges Chevalier had emigrated, the

(1)
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Touraino Valnis won into hiding during tlio Revolution, and

the Alenrnn riicvalior was mixed up in tlio Vendcan war,

and inijdicated to some extent in Choiiannerie. The last-

named gentleman spent the most part of his youth in I'iiri>,

wliere. ,it the age of thirty, the Hevohitioii hroke in upon his

careii- (if e()n(|iiests. Accepted as a tnie Valois hy persitn-

of 'he highest ([uality in his ])rovinee. the ("lievalier de \'aliijs

d'Aleiiion (like his namesake.-) was reinarkai)le for his fin.'

manners, and had evidently hecn accustomed to move in the

best society.

lie dined out every day, and played cards of an evening.

and. thanks to one of his weaknesses, was regarded as a gnat

wit; he had a hahit of relating a host of anecdotes of the

times of Louis (^uinze, and those who heard his stories for the

first time thought them jjassahly well narrated. The Chevalier

de Valois, moreover, had one virtue ; he refrained from repeat-

ing his own good sayings, and tiever alluded t'^ Ids con^jUe-ts,

alhcit his smiles and airs were delightfully indiscnet. Tlic

old gentleman took full advantage of the old-fashioned

Voltairean nohle's privilege of staying away from Mass. but

his irreligion was very tenderly dealt with out of regard for

his devotion to the Royalist cause.

One of his most ri'markable graces (Mole must have

learned it of him) was his way of taking snuflF from an old-

fashioned snulT-hox with a portrait of a lady on the lid. The

Princess Goritza, a lovely Hungarian, had heen famous for

her heauty towards the end of the reign of Louis XV. \ aiiil

the Chevalier could never speak without emotion of the

foreign great lady whom he loved in his youtli, for whom he

had fought a duel with M. de Lauzun.

But hy this time the Chevalier had lived fiftv-eight years,

and if h(> owned to hut fifty of them, he might safely indulu'e

himself in that harmless deceit. Thin, fair-complexioned

men. among other privileges, retain that vouthfulness of shape

which in men. as in women, contrihnt(>s as much as anythinj:

to stave off any ap])earance of age. .And, imh'od, it is a fact

that all the life, or rather, all the grace, which is the expres-
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ifi', lios in the figure. Among tl;o Chevalier's per-

niention must he mado of tlie portentous nose

uiiii which Niiture had endowed him. It eut a pallid

fiHiniiiianee sharply into two seetions whieh seemed to have
n.it'iiiiL' to do with each other; so much so. indeed, that only

Mil. iialf "f his faee would flush with the exertion of digestion

iifi.T <!iiiiier; all the glow heing etmfined to the left side, a
ji!i.!i(iriirnon worthy of note in times when [ihysiologv is so

iiitirh iHcupied with the human heart. .M. de Valois" health

«a- iiM* apparently rolnist, judging by his long, thin leg.s,

Iran fiame, and sallow eomple.xion ; hut he ate like an ogre,

aili I'iiiL'. doubtless by way of exeuse for his voracity, that he

-litym ! from a complaint known in the provinces as a "hot

livir," The flush on his left cheek conilrmed the story; iiut

in a land where meals are develoiu'c] on the lines of thirtv or

f :!. dishes, and last for four hours at a stretch, the

< :;•
'

ili'T's abnormal appetite might well seem to \nj a special

11! irl; I'f the favor of Providence vouchsafed to the good town.
• lliish on the left cheek, according to divers medical

I'Tities, is a sign of prodigality of heart ; and. indeed, the

valicr's past record of gallantry might seem to confirm

"f'-.-ional dictum for which the present chronicler (most
iiiiately) is in nowise responsible. But in spite of these

>v!iij';nnis, M. de Yalois was of nervous tem})erament. and in

(nil- ijiicnce long-lived; and if his liver was hot, to use the

"li! fa-hioned })hrase. his heart was not a whit less inflai, ma-
If there was a line worn here and there in bis face, and

'vcr thread or so in his hair, an experienced eye would

discerned in these signs ami tokens the stigmata of

n . ttic furrows traced by past pleasure. And. in fact, in

liN fare, the unmistakable nuirks of the crow's foot and (he

^•riM Ill's tooth took the shape of the delicate wrinkles so

pr: a
1 .It the court of Cytherea.

!'v( rything about the gallant Chevalier revealed the "ladies'

niar: " So minutely careful was he over his ablutions, iiliat

i' !- a pleasure to see his cheeks: they might hi'^c Wen
br -iud over with some miraculous water. That portion of

T!i;

all!

Cii.
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his hoad \vlii<-li the hair rt-fuscd to hide from view slinrii' like

ivory. ]Ii> cvchrow?, like his hair, liad a youthful hmk, (;o

carefully was tlieir prowth trained and reirulatod by the conib.

A naturally fair skin seemed to lie yet further whitened bv

some mysterious |)reparation ; and while the Chevalier mvcr
used scent, there was ahout him, as it wen\ a jierfuiiie of

\nuth which enhanced the freshness of his looks. His lunnls.

thai told (if ra(c. were as carefully kept as if they helon^'cj

to some co\((inil) <if the gentler se.x ; you could not help nutio-

inp those rose-pink neatly-trimmed finirer-nails. Indeed, hut

for his lordly superlative nose, the Clievalier would have

looked like a doll.

It takes some resolution to spoil this portrait with the ad-

mission of a foible: tlie Chevalier put cotton wool in his ears,

and still continued to wear ear- rin<rs—two tiny negroes" iicails

set witli brilliants. They were of admirable workmanship,

it is true, and their owner was so far attached to the siiiirular

appendaLTes. that he used to justify his faixy by sayin;.' "that

his sick headaches had left him since his ears were pierced."

He use(l to >ufl"er from sick headaches. The Chevalier is not

held up as a flawless character: but even if an old liachclor"?

heart sends too much blood ti» his face, is lie never tlu'refdrc

to be foririvi'U for his adoral)le absurditi(>s? l*erhaps (who

knows!') tln're are suiilime secrets hidden away beneath them.

.\nd besides, the '^'hevalier de Valois made amends for liis

negroes' heads witn such a variety of other and dilferent

oharni<. that society ouirht to liave felt itself sulliciently enin-

f)ensate(h He really was at jrreat })ains to conceal his afXe and

to make himself aixreealile.

First and foremost, witness the extreme care which he irave

to his lin"n. the one (hstinction in dress which a srentleiiian

may permit himself in modern days. The Chevalier's linen

was invariably fine and white, as befitted a noble. His coat.,

thousrh remarkably neat, was always somewhat worn, but .-pnt-

less and uncren«ed. 'i'he preservation of this piriiient

bordered on the miraculous in the opinion of thos(^ ulio

noticed the Chevalier's elegant indiirerence on this head; not

!
gi

i
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t!i:i' !ic went >o far as to scrape his clnthts uitli Itrokt'n glass

l;l |. 'liillU'Ilt illMilIrd liv the rriiicc of W'alo). hut he sot

!iiii.-r;f to earn out lh<' iir^t firinciplcs of dress a.- laid down
ii;. I•.ll;:h^lllutu of the verv !ii;:hest and fiiie-l fasiiiou, ami this

w;;!: a |M rsorial eh meut of cdM'ouii^rv whieli Ah'Ueon was
.-(;it''iy eaj>ahh' of a[»|ireeiatiii,i:. I>oe> the world owe no
r-!" Ill tc tl:ose tiial take -ueli pain- hir it? Anil what was
;i!! i.'!!s hihorhut the fulfilment of that verv liarde>i lA' .-avintrs

;ii !!it (losjiei, whieii hids us return ^^ood for evil r 'I'he fresli-

I'-- "f the toih't. the care for dn ss. suiteil well witli the

I iirialier's hlue eyes, ivorv teeth, and idaiid i)ers(uialit\- : still,

til'- -!.|»erannuated Adonis luul nnthiii<: niasiiiliiie in Ins ap-

I'.iriiii.i'. and it would seem tliat he employed ilie illusion

•f till' toilet to hide the ravages of other than nuliiary

i:;lliji,!lL^ns.

T" 'i II tlie uliole iruiii. the ( lievalier had a voice singularly

a! finance with his delicate fairnes.-. S.. full wa- il and
-' !],,r'ai~. that you would have heeii >lartled liy the sound of it

ui.il—. with certain olisiTvers of human ualiire, you held ilio

lin'in that the voice was oidy what might he expected of ^ucli

.1 H'l-v. With something less of volume than a giant ilouhle-

li.i,--. it was a full, pleasant haritone, reminding you of the

i.aiii^Hiy among musical instruments, sweet and re.-istunt, deep
• iiiil rich.

.\! lie \'alois had discarded tho ahsurd costume still worn
Iv :i !ew antiquated Royalists, and frankly mnclernizcd his

ill'.- He aluays ajipeared in a maroon oat with gilt hut-

\i'V.~. ioosely-littiiig hreec'hes with gold hmkle^ at the knees.

.1 vhite sjtrigged waistc<)at. a tight stock, and a coUarless

;: : this heing a last vestige of ei<rhteenth century costume,
'.i^ii !! its wearer was tlu' Ics- uilling to relin(|ui-h hecause it

•'!,i;.'i.l him to display a ilipiat not unworthv of a lay alil)e.

>i(i;.iri- gold huckles of a kind unknown to the pn-eiit genera-

ls;, -hoiie conspicuous \ipon his patent leatlier -hoes. Two
« Ii 'i I hains hung in view in parallel lines from a couple of
•''^

-. another survival of an <'iLditcenth centurv mode whii-h

til'- .'iiruyabk did uul disdain to c^ipy in the time of the

I'

*l

j

Hm
I
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Dircctorv. Tliis tostiiiiii' of a transition period, ri'iiiiiling

two (•(•iitnrifs, was worn by tlic Chevalier with the j^raee >,( an

old-world iiiari|iiis. a ^'raee lo^t to the Freneli stage since

Mole's last inipil, Fleiiry, retired from the boards and tonk his

tieiret with him.

Till' old bachelor's private life, seemingly open to all eyi':*,

was in reality inscrutable. lie lived in a modest lodging

(to >ay the least of it) n|) two |)airs of stairs in a house in iIk'

l?ue du ('ours, his landlady being the laundress most in ru-

qucst in Alein on—which fact explains the e.vtreme elegance

of the Chevalier's linen. Ill luck was so to order it that

Alenvon one day could actually believe tliat he had

not always condui'ted himself as befitted a man nf his

(piality, and that in his old age lie privately married one
('• .rill'', the mother of an infant wluch had the impertiueuce

f' colli withmit licing called.

|I- i\ his hand to lier who for so long had lent her

hand ron his lin-ii," said a certain M. du Bousquier.

Til . -s-itive noble's last days were the more vexed by

thi- asant scandal, because, as shall be shown in the

Of I this present Scene, he had already lost a long-

ci ! hope for which he had made many a sacrifice.

'dii Lard.-"s two rooms were let to M. le Chevalier .Ic

A ioi the (' ierate rent of a hundred francs jier annnni.

lie y IT' .eman dnied out every night, and only catiie

iiojne dee: '<> was therefore at charges for nothing but

s bi I'a- ich always consisted of a cu]) of chocolate

ith i 1' -r :ruit, according to the season. A fire was

never u ui.- rooms except in the very coldest winters,

ami t while he was dressing. Between the hours of

elevei .mo a.ur M. de Valois took his walks abroad, read the

newspaper-, and paid calls.

When the Chevalier first settled in .\len(;on. he magnani-

mously owni il that he had n<dhinL' but an annuitv of six

hundred livre< paid in (]uarterlv instalments by his old man
of busine-s. with whom the certificates were deposited. This

was all that remained of his former wealth. And every three
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in"ntlis. in fiU't, a banker in tlic town paid him a hiinflrod and
tit'i. t'raiics remitted hy one M. Bordin of I'aris, tlie last of

th. j^r^iureurs dn Clinblrf. These particuhirs e-ervhody
kriiu. fur the Chevalier liad taken care to ask his confidant

\n K"
i>

tlie matter a ])r()found secret. He reaped the

friiil< tif his misfortunes. A cover was hiid for him
in all the best houses in .Meni.cm; lie was aski'd to overv
fwnin^' party. His tah'nts as a card-player, a teller of
anil diites, a pleasant and well-bred man of the world, were so
thi'ri.ii::hly appreciated that an oveninj,' was spoiled if the
(•irmni-sriir of the town was not present. The host and
iin.-tr.-. and all the ladies present missed his little approving
griiiiiKc. "You are adorably well dressed," from the old
baibilnr's lips, was sweeter to a young woman in a i)allroom

ti'iiiri the sight of her rival's despair.

T!,. rv were certain old-world expressions which no one
0:1:.

I
|irnnounce so well. "My heart," "my jewel," "my little

h>\'." "my ipieen," and all the dear diminutives of the year
ITTii ti.ok an irresistible charm from M. de Valois" lips"; in
sh. rr. the privilege of superlatives was his. His eompli-
ni' ii-^, of which, moreover, he was chary, won him the good-
'.vi:i n( the elderly ladies; he flattered every one down to the
111!'' ;i!s of whom he had no need.

li" was so fine a gentleman at the card-table, that his be-
ha\ ;..r would have marked him out anywhere. He never com-
pi;i!!M!; when his opponents lost he praised their play; he
n.v.r undertook the education of his partners i)v showing
thi VA what they ought to have done. If a nauseating discus-
^I'H nf this kind began while the cards were making, the
'' \.i\wr brought out his .snuff-box with a gesture wortliv of

'U

ked at the Princess Ooritza's portrait, took off the
a stately manner, heaped up a pinch, rubbed

n to ,1 fine powder between finger and thumb, blew off
til'' liLTht particles, shaped a little cone in his hand,
ar.l i.v the time the cards were dealt he had replenished
f!" Mvities in his nostrils and replaced the Princess
in !ub waistcoat pocket—always to the left-hand side.

^: I
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Nono hut a nnhlc <>f tlic (iracioiis a-; di-tinu'iii-!iiil frnrn

the (Jrt'at CtTiturv cotili! Iiavc invented such a eoiiiproriiise

between a disdainful silence and an epi^'rani which would

have pasM'd nvcr the head.- "f his ccunpanv. The Chevalier

took dull ininils a- lie found iheiii. and knew how to turn

theni to account. Hi- irre>isiilile evenness of temper caused

rnanv a one to say. "I admire the Chevalier de ValoisI"

I'^vervthiiii: atiout hinu his <nnversation and his manner,

seemed in ki'epiiij,' with his mild appearance. He was <are-

ful to come into collision with no one. rium or woman. In-

(hil^'cnt with deformity as with defect- of intellect, ho listened

patiently (with thi helj) of tlu' rrincess (ioritza) to tales uf

the little woes of life in a I'ountry town; to anecdotes of the

undercooked ejr<r at hrcakfast. or the sour cri'ani in the cofTec;

to small .irrotes(|ue details of |.hysical ailments; to talcs of

dreams and visitations ami waking's with a start. The

Chevalier was an e.xipiisite listener. He had a lanjruisliing

^rlaiicc. a >iock attituile to denote compassiim; he put in liis

"Ohs" and "I'oohs" and -'What-did-you-dos ?' with charming

appropriateness. Till his dyin^' day no one ever suspected

that whili' these avalanches of nonsense lasted, the Chevalior

in his own mind was rehearsinji the warmest passa^'es of an

old romance, of which the I'rinee.*.s (Joritza was the heroine.

Has anv one ever jriven a thoutrht to the social uses of extiiict

sentiment ?—or fzuessed in how many indirect ways love bene-

fits humanity ?

Possibly this listener's faculty sutriciently explains the

Chevalier's popularity; he was always the spoiled child of the

town, althou^rh he never ipiitted a drawinp-room witlnnit

carrying' olf about five livres in his yvxket. Sometimes he

Inst. an<l he ma<l( tlu' most of his "osses. l)Ut it very seldom

tiapptmcd. All those who knew him say with one accord that

never in any place have they met with so agreeable a mummy,

not even in the K^rvptian museum at Turin. Surely in no

known (MHintrv of the globe did parasite appear in such a

henienant •^hay>i- Xever did selfishnes- in its most concen-

trated form show itself so inoffensive, so full of good ollices
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n= in this p'litlcinati ; tlii' Clwvali>r's I'goi^m was as ^(juJ as

iiii .llier man's devoted friend>iiij). li' any jier.-on went to

a4. M. do \'aliiis to do soinc Irilliiij,' service wliicli the worthy
(III \alier couhl not perform witiiout iiieoiuenienet , tiiat pcr-

-Mii never went away without lonceivin;,' a ^'real liking for

iuiii. and departed fully convinced that tiie Chevalier could
<\u Moihing in the matter, or might do harm if he meddled
\i I'll it.

To explain this problematical existence the clironicler is

ImpwiuI to admit, while Truth— that ruthies-5 delniuchee—has

laiiL'ht him by the tliroat, that latterly after the three sad,

L'ldnous Days of July, AleiK^-on discovered that M. de X'alois'

u Millings at cards amounted to something like a hundred
aii'l fifty crowns every (niarter, wliicli amount the ingenious

Clirvali'T intrepidly ri'inilted to himself as an ainniity, so

that he might not a|)iicar to he without resources in a country

uiiii a great turn for practical details. Plenty of his friends

—he was dead by that time, please to remark

—

j)lenty of liis

friends denied this in lulo, they maintained that the stories

ui !•< fables and slanders set in circulation by the Liberal

parly and that M. de Valois was an honorable ami worthy

f-'iiitleman. Luckily for clever gamblers, there will always
'" champions of this sort for them amnng the onlookers,

ing ashamed to excuse wrongdoing, they stout Iv di'uy

wrong has been done j >o not accuse them of wrong-
icdness; they have their own scn-e of silf-respect, and the

rnment .«ets them an example of the virtue which consists

urying its dead by night without chanting a 7V Drum
<i\i r a defeat. And suppo.se that M. de A'alois permitted him-
M If a m-at stratagem that would have won (Iramont's esteem,

a -iiiile from Baron de Fo-neste. and a shake of the hand
friaii the ^lanpiis de Moncade. was he anv the less the

r'- asnnt dinner guest, the wit. the unvar\ing card-player,

lii' charming retailer of aneedotes. the delight of .Mention?

In what, moreover, does the action, lying, as it d les. outside

th" laws of right and wronir. ofTend against the elegant code

of a man of birth and breeding':' When so many people are

\.> -

Vv,

ill

"\l
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n? in this p'titli'inati ; tin- Clii'ViiIi>r"s I'goi^m wii^ as ^'(juj us

anaher man's devoted friend>iiip. If any jierson went to

:i4. M. do \'aiois to do some trifling service uliicli the worthy
( iirsalier couhl not perform without incoiiNenieiui , tliat per-

-']i never went away without loneeiving a great liking for

inn:, and departed fully eonvineed that tiie ('hevalier could
liu iinihing in the matter, or might do harm if he meddled
\i itli it.

Til explain this problematieal cxisteiiee the ehronieler id

liiiiiii! to admit, while Truth

—

tliat ruthie.-s dehaueheo—has

r.iuLrht him by the throat, that latterly after the three sad,

L'liiniiiis Davs of July, Alen(,(in discovered that M. tie X'aloiri'

mini's at cards amoun ted t o s(imethin<' in a luiiulrei

all 1 lifty crowns every tpiarter, which amount the ingenioua

(iir\ali''r intrepidly remitted to himself as an aniniity, so

thai lie mitrlit not ajtpear

fc

to!

uiili a great turn for practical deta

)•' without resources m a country

I'lcniv of his friends

le was dead by that time, please to remark—plenty of his

*iti

i-.
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obliK-d to Kiv |.-M,MMns t., otIuTs, v^|„,t „..,.•.. ...tur.l tl.anof on.. H u„n H.-,or.! to allow a„ nnmiHy to .„„.. own hostinend:" But Liiui. i.s (load. ...

Aft.r MWMc f,f„...n yoars of ,|,is kind of lif., th.. (<I,..va!;..rhad a.Ha.s,..d „.„ ,1,. .,.,1 ,,„l „„..., ,.,,,, ,„„„,,.,.,, ^^^,JUlu-n tlu. Mourl-ons n.,,,,-,,, .|. 1,,. ..nd that an ol.l rri.,,,! ,]'th. M ., ^,,,,,, 1 p.,,.,,,,,,,, ,,,^, ^, ,_^,^^^ ."heBlack Mu. ..„.,.,... l,ad .vtun,.,! a loan of twHv.. in.ndr,.,!
pistolos w„h uhHh )>.. ..,„i,na,-.d. Tlu. u.nd.nt n.ad.
sensation. t was .,„o,..d afterwards as a .,-ofF against dn.lstones H. ,,. r.n>.///.//,.,.,7 .,f „... wavsin win..), Im.,n. caul thnr d..h.s. Tlu- poor Clu.valior u.-d to blu
all ov.T tlu. r,.

, sHi.. of Lis fa... wlu.n..v..,. tin-- noUo frann tlH' Manjuis d,, J'., n.ton can... up in co„v..r.ati.m \t
tilt. tun.. ..very on., rcjoi.v.l with M. ,1,. Valois; he used 'to

cons„H..pUalis,sast..,la.|,..-twa,,,finv..sti,,Kth,swn...k
of In f,

: ,„.r fortnn..
; an.I, pnuini, faith in the R..storatio„,

n\e.tc.i ,t all ,n (..ncrnmcnt sto. k when the funds l.a.i fall,.,i
to fifty-six tran...s rw..n.y-ilve c.nt„„e. MM. ,1„ i,,,,,,,,.
court, d.. Navarnins d,- \-..rn,.u,l, ,1.. Fontain... an.l La Bil-
lard.er,., ,. wl. ,„ h,. was kn..wn. ha.l ..h,.M,..d a pension .,f
a hundr...i crowns r„r I. ,u fron. ,1... privy purse, h.' said, an.i
tho Cross of Nt. f.,u,s. By ul,at n. ans the old (vJali.r
obtain..d the two solcnn ."..nfinnations of his titl.. and .aialitvno one ever km.w: hut this nu„.h is ..ertain. the (Voss of
ht. L.UUS j:ave Inn. hnv-t rank as a ..olonel on a retirin.' p,.n-
Hion. hy reason of his serviu.s with th.. Catholic arn.y in the

Besides the fi,.tio„ of the annuity, to whi..h no one pav..
a thou.irht, the Chevalier was n.,w a.tuallv possessed n{ i

penum,. income of a tliousand francs. But with this i,,,-
provement in his circumstanc.-s h.. nia.l.. no chanpe in his lif..
or manners; only-the rv,] rihl.on look.-d wondrous w<dl on hi.
maroon coat: it was a finishing: ton.-h, as it were, to this
portrait of a pr,.ntl..n.an. Kver since th.. v.-ar 1802 (!,:•

rhevahor had seal...1 his I,.tters with an anc.ient ..old seal
engraved roughly enough, but not so badly but that the Ca.-

l
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t.'ran?, d'EsfrrigTioiis, and Troisvillos might soc iliat he bore

til.' arms of Franci^ im])ah'd witli liis own, to wit, France yer
jHih\ (jules tiro bars (jriU'lJcs, a cross of firr inascles con-
j'liiiril (ir. on 'i cliirf sahir a cross pnftce argent over all;

with a knight's casqiiot for rrest an<! the motto

—

Valeo.
With tlic^e nohh' ariii> the so-ralU'd ijastard Vah)is was en-

titled to ride in all the royal coiiclics in the world.

Plenty of people envied the old l)aelie!or his easy life, made
up of hoston, trietrae, reversis, whist, and piquet; of good
[I'ay. dinners well digested, ])inehes of smiff grarefiilly taken,

aii-l (piiet walks ahroad. Altrio~t all Alen(;oii tliought that

Lis existence was empty alike of amiiitions and eares ; hut
where is the man whose life id quite as simple as they sup-
jH.-e who envy him ?

In the remotest country village you shall fiml human mol-
]ii>ks, rotifers inanimate to all ajtpearance, which ch(;rish a
pulsion for lepido]ttera or comhology. and are at infinite pains
t.) ac(juire some new hutterfiy, or a specimen of Concha
V< neris. And the Chevalier had not merely shells and hut-
terflies of his own, he clierished an anihitious desire with a
pertinacity and jirofoiind strategy worthy of a Sixtus V. lie

meant to marry a rich old maid; in all prohahility because a
u.althy marriage would he a stepping-stone to the high
s[ihcres of the Court. This was the secret of his royal bear-

ing and prolonged nhode in Ah^mion.

Very early one Tuesday morning in tlie middle of sjtring

in the year Mfi (to use his own expression), the Chevalier

wn- just slipping on his dressing-gown, an old-fashioned green
silk damask of a flowered pattern, when, in spite of the cotton

in his ears, he heard a girl's liglit footstep on the stairs.

Tn another moment some one tapped discreetlv three times

on the door, and then, without waiting for an answer, a

Very handsome damsel slipped like a snake into the old

h.iehelor's apartment.

"Ah, Suzanne, is that you?" said the Chevalier de Vnloig,

enntiniiing to strop his razor. '^Vhat are you here for, dear
hi tie jewel of mischief?"
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"f have coinc to It'll ynu pomotliin.i; which perliaps will

give you as imicli jiii'a.suro as annoyance."

"Is it somotliinfj almut Cosarinc?"

"Much T troulilc myself about your Cesarino," pouted phc,

half careless, half in earnest.

The chai.-iiintr Suzanne, whose eseapado was to exorcise
.so great an inlluence on the lives of all the principal oharac-
tersin this story, was one ef ]\Iiiie. I.ardoi's laundry girls. And
now for a few opo;.'-rapl ileal details.

The whole ground floor of the house w;..' given np to the
laundry. The little yard was a dr\ ing-ground where em-
broidered handkerchit'fs, collarettes, muslin slips, eutfs. frillei]

shirts, cravats, laces, embroidered j)ettieoats, all the iiuo wash-
ing of the best houses in the town, in short, luin,<r out along
the lines of hair rope. Tiie Chevalier used to say that he wa>
kept informed of the progress of the receiver-general's wife's

flirtations by the number of slips thus brought to light; and
the amount of frilled shirts and cambric cravats varied
directly with the petticoats and collarettes. By tliis svsteni

of double entry, as it were, ho detected all the assignations
in the town : but the Chevalier was always discreet, lie never
let fall an epigram that might have closed a house to him.
And yet he was a witty talker ! For which reason you niav bo

sure that M. de Valois" manners were of the finest, while
his talents, as so often happens, were thrown awav upon a

narrow circle. Still, for he was only human after all, he
sometimes could not resist the jilcasure of a searching side

glance which made women tremble, and nevertheless they
liked him when they found out how jmifoundly discreet he
was, how full of sympathy for their prettv frailties.

Mme. T.ardot's forewomaTi and factotum, an alarmingly
ugly sy)inster of five-and-forty. occupied the rest of the second
floor with the Chevalier. Her door on the landim: was
exactly opposite his: and her apartment, like his own. con-
sisted of two rooms, looking re>pectively upon the street and
the yard. Above, there was nothing but the attics where
the linen was dried in wiulor. Below lodged Mme. Lardofs
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^T I nil father. The old man. Grevin hy nam . had I)oon a
[irivati'tr in his time, and had served under Admiral Simeuse
:ii the Indies: now he was paralyzed and stone deaf. Mme.
Lirliit herself oceupied the moms iieiieaih her fon woman,
and Ml -:reat was her weaknos for {leople of condiiion, that

I,-:ie iiiij:iit l)e said to he Mind wlieri' the Ciievalier was con-
(rriii'd. In her eyes, .M. de \'a!ois was an aloolute nioiiMrch, a

kinir that could do no wronj,';even if one of iier own work-uirls

had lieen said to he guilty of lindinji favor in his i^i.i,dit, h^lio

uniild liave said. "He is so aniial^le I"

And so, if M. de Valois. like most people in the provinces,

li\.d in a glass hou.sc, it was secret as a rohher's cave so far as

he at least was concerned. A born confidant of the little

intrigues of the laundry, he never passed the dodr—which al-

iii'i~t always stood ajar—without hringing sdini'thing fur his

ti't-—chocolate, bonbons, rihi)ons, laces, a gilt itoss, and the
jnkes that grisettes love. Wherefore the little girls adored the
Cfievalier. Women can tell by instinct whether a man is

attracted to anything that wears a petticoat; they know at
eiiie the kind of man wiio enjoys the mere sense of their

[tn sence, who never thinks of making blundering demands
"t n-payment for his gallantry. In this respect womankind
ha- a canine faculty; a dog in any company goes straight
to the man who respects animals. The Chevalier de Valois in

his poverty preserved .something of his former lit'e; he wius

:i- unable to live without some fair one under his protection
is any grand seigneur of a bygone age. He clung to the

Traditions of the pcfitp niaison. He loved to give to women,
.iiid women alone can receive gracefully, perhaps because it is

always in their power to repay.

In these days, when every lad on leaving sehool trios his

ii and at unearthing symbols or sifting legend-, is it not e.x-

tr.iordinary that no one has explained that j)ortent. tlie

< ''•urte>an of the Eighteenth Century ? What was she but the

I'lirnament of the Sixt>enth in another shape? In ]r).")(i the

k!iights displayed their prowess for their ladies: in IT-')!! they

displayed their mistresses at Longchamps; to-day they run
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thoir horses over thi; courso. Tho nol)lc of cvcrv ago Iuh

ddiie liis hfst to iiivt'iit u life wliicli he, iiiid lie oiilv. can live.

The jiairitcd shots df the F-'oiirtccnth ('ciiturv nri' tlic ((ilmi-;

roM^o- of tlif Ki^hti'fiith ; llio ji.irailo of a mistress was one

fasliion in o.-tciilation ; the .-cniiment of ehivairv and the

kniglit errant was anotlier.

The Chevalier de \'alois couhl no h>nger rnin himself f.ir

a mistress, so for honiioiis wrapped in iiank-hills he politelv

otlered a liag of genuine cracknels : ami to the credit of Alen-

^•on, he it said, (he cracknels caused far more j)leasure to the

recipients than ^f. iTArtois" jircMUts of carriages or silver-

gilt toilet sets ever gave to the fair I»uthe. There was not a

girl in the lanndrv l)Ul recognized the Chevalior's fallen great-

ness, and kept his familiarities in the house a jJrofouiid

Becrct.

In answer to questions, they always spoke gravely of the

Ciievalier do Valois; they watched over him. For others he

became a vonorahlo gontloinan, his life was a flower of

panctity. But at iiomo thoy would have lighted on liis

shoulders like paroijuets.

Tho Chevalier liked to know tho intimate aspects of family

life which laundress's learn; they used to go up to his room
of a morning to retail tlie gossip of the town : ho called thoni

his "gazettes in petticoats," his "living feuilletons." M.
Sartine himself had not such intelligent spies at so cheap a

rate, nor yet so loyal in their rascality. Remark, moreover,

that the Chevalier thoroughly enjoyed liis breakfasts.

.Suzanne was one of his favorites. A clever and ambitious

girl with tho stufl" of a Sophi,^ .Xrnould in her, she was be-

sides as beautiful as the loveliest eourtc-an that Titian ever

prayed to po-;e against a i)ackground of dark velvet as a model

for his Vcnii'i. Iler forehead and all tho upper part of her

face about the eyes wore delicately moulded ; hut the contours

of tho lower half wore cast in a commoner mould. Hers
was the beauty of a Xormando. fresh, plump, and brilliant-

cotriplexionod. with that Rubens tlesbiness which should ho

combined with tho muscular development of a Farnese Her
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full.-. Tliis was no Vciiiis de' .Medici, tlio graceful feiuiuiiie

(.oi.iiiiTpart of Apollo.

'\\rll, child," said the Cliovalicr, -tell nic your adventures
liU'r IT hi;:."

Th,- Chevalier's fatlierly l)cni;:nity with these prisettes
um;!,] have marked liirii out anywhere Ijetween I'ari.s and
1' .11. The ,uirls jiut liini in mind of the courtesans (d' an-
'.tii. r ai:e. of the illustrious .|U.in> of opera of I'luropean
;",:!••.• diirini: a ^'<>'»d third <d" the ei;;hteenth ceiiturv. Certain
it 1- I hat he wlio had lived for so long in a world of women
ii'U a« ilead and forgotten as the .Ie>uils, the iiueeaneers, the
all--, and the farmers-general, and all great things generally
-'rtain it is that the Chevalier had acijuired an irresistihlo

K ! Ininior. a gracious ease, an unconcern, with no trace of
u-i-tn discernihie in it. Sc nnglit Jupiter have appeared
i.i .Meinena—a king that chooses to he a woman's dupe, and
Hill--; majesty and its thunderbolts to the winds, that he mav
.'ijiianiler Olympus in follies, and '"little suppers." and
fwninine extravagance; wishful, of all tilings, to be far

in.>ii;,di away from Juno.

'\"iH! room in which the Chevalier received company was
li;iiv enough, with its shal)l)y bit of tapestry to do duty as a
(•i:r(iet. and very dirty, old-fashioned easy-chairs; the walls
ui !•(• covered with a cheap paper,on winch the countenances of
l.iiii!> XVI. and his family, framed in weeping willow, appear-
til at intervals among funeral urns, bearing the subliinr testa-

linn' ],y way of inscription, amid a whole host of sentimental
fiiiLlems invented by Royalism under the Terror: but in spite

' f all this, in spite of the old flowered green silk dri'ssinir-

^'iwn. in spite of its owner's air of dilapidation, a certain

.'';_'
I a nee of the eighteenth century clung alnnit the Chevalier

<:• \'alois as he shaved himself before the old-fashioned toilet

L'!:;-. covered with chea]) lace. All the graceless graces of his

vfiiith seemed to reappear; he nnght have had three hundred
tli('ii-and francs' worth of debts to his name, and a chariot at

h:- door. He looked a great man, great as Berthier in the
' :ri:it from ^loscow issuing the order of the day to bat-

>nc u'liich were no mors.t;l
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"M. Ic C'hcvali.T," Suziiiiiiii replied arelilv. "it sopin.s tu m..

that I have iioihin^' to tell you—you iiave only to look!"
So 8U)inj:, slie turned and >too(i sidewiso to j)rove her A\unU

by ocular (lfnienstration> ; and the Chevalier, dcp ,,],] ^^rmi>.
man, ?till holding,' his razor across his chin, east his ri^'ht eve
downwards upon the damsel, and [jreieiidrd to understand.

'

"Very ^rood. my little pet, we uill ha\c a little talk to-

gether presently. But you come first, it seems, to tne."
"But, -M. le Chevaliif, am J to wait till my mother Ihuls

me and Mme. Lardot turns tne away? If I do not ^r,, t,, p;,ris

at onee, I shall never <ret married here, where the men are so

ridiculous."

"These thin^rs cannot he helped, child! Societv chan<:.>s,

and women sutl'cr just as much as the nohles from the shock-
in-,' confusion which ensues. Topsy-turvydom in poliiicf;

ends in topsy-turvy manners. Alas! woman soon will cc;i>i'

to he woman" (here he took the cotton wool out of his ear-; to

continue his toilet). "Women will lose a great deal bv

plunging into .sentiment; they will torture their nerves, and
there will he an end .d" the -o,,d old ways of our time, when a

little pleasure was de-ired without hlushes, and accepted
without more ado. and the vapors" (he jKilished the earrin;,'s

with the negroes' heads)—"the vapors were only knoNvn as

a means of getting one's way: hefore long they will take the

proportions of a eomi»laint only to he cured by an infuMon
of orange-hlossonis." (The Chevalier hurst out laughinu.)
"Marriage, in short," he resumed, taking a |)air of tweezers to

pluck out a -rray hair, "marriage will come to be a very dull

institution indeed, and it was so joyous in my time.
"

The
reign of Louis Quatorze and Louis Quinze. bear this in miml,
my child, saw the last of the finest manners in the

world."

"But. M. le Chevalier." urged the girl, "it is vour little

Suzanne's character and reputation that is at stake, and vou
are not going to forsake heT, J h.ope

!"

"What is all this?" cried the Chevalier, with a linishing
touch to his hair; "I would sooner lose my name!"
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-;ii(l Siizimiic.

•i.i-ti II t(i 111!', little iiiii^i)iit'ni(liT." lie sat (liiwii in a larr

\ , hair, a </«-/(.>>, as it u-imI tn lie railed, which Mine. !/
' ll.il! pieked lip MUiieullere for her lo(li:er. 'I'llrll he drew

iiia-tlilieellt Siixaiine to him till she stnoil hetweell liis

•r,; and Siizaiiiie ^iihinitted—Suzanne who lield her head
liiirli in the streets, and had refn-ed a score n\' dvertiires

III admirers in .Men. on, not su mmii from self-re-peei as

lii-dain (){' their pettiness. Suzanne so hrazenly made the

-! o! the suppu~ei| eon>e(Hlences of her ermrs. that the old

111' r, who had fathoineil so nianv mysteries in persons far

n- a-tiite than S,.zanne, saw tlie real state of affairs at

tr. lie knew well eiioii^di that a irri^ette (hit- iini jaii^di

• n disiirace is really in <ine>tion. hut he sconird to throw
wi I lie -eaffoldin,<r of an en,i:a,<:inj: lih with a touch.

"We are slanderin;: ourselves." said he. and tliere was an
mitahl.' ^iihtlety in liis smile. ''W,' are as well eonducteil

the fair one whose name we hear: we can marry without
<r. Hut we do not want to ve^ri'tate here; we hmi: for

;:-. where eharmiiii,' creatures can he rich if thev are cli'ver,

!
we are not a fool. So we should like to find out wlitther

City of Pleasure has youn^x Chevaliers do Valoi.s in store

IN. and a carriap' and diamonds and an opera l)o.\. Thore
Kn— ians and Knjriish and Austrians that are hrinfrinr;

hnii- to spend in l'ari>. and some of that money mamma
' imI (in us as a m.arriaLTc portion when she '.MVe us our
A looks. .And hesides, we are patriotic; wo should like tn

i ! ranee to find her own money in these ^^entleinen'.-*

ket-. Kh I eh I my dear little deviPs lamh. all this is not

! The nei^dihors will cry out upon you a little at first

"haps, hut success will make everythiuLr rif:ht. The real

n.e. my child, is poverty; and you and I hoth suffer for it.

vre are nn\ lackinir in intelIi,<:(>noe. we thouulit we might
It our dear little rejtutation to account to take in

lid hachelor. hut the old hachelor. sweetheart, kiiuws the

'ha and omcLra of woman's wiles; which i- to ^a'., that vou
.lid iiiid it easier to put a grain of salt upon a sparrow's
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tail tliaii I'> |)i i-ii;i(li' iiic to bclii'vc t!i;it I liiivr liad am slmn'

in \n\\r nll'iiir.

"(Jo td I'llfl-. my chilli. !.'n ill till' CVIirlNf of il l)acllr|(,r':i

vanity; I am not irmrii.' t(i ImnliT vmi, I uill lifli) you. for

tlic (pjij liiiclii'Idr. Sii/aiui"-. is till' I a-li-lin\ |irini(ic(l hy iiatun-

fur a ydiin;: ;.'irl. I'liit do not tlirii~t mi- into the alTair,

Xow. Ii-liri, my iiiii'cn. undcrstandin;^ life ^o well as you il, -

yon .-II'. you iiii;:ht do mr a l'ik'iI draj of harm and ^'iyi- aic

troiihli'; harm, hrcau-i' miu miidit spoil my marria;:i' in ;i

})lacf where ]ieo|)|e are so jiarlicular ; f muhle on your areoiiiii.

becau-e \ou will ^'('t yonr:-ili' in a xrapc for notliiiiir. a scrapi'

entirely of vour own in\eiiiion. sly ^'irl; and yon kiiuw, rnv

jH't, that 1 lia\e no nmnvy left. I am as poor a.- a ehiinh

mouse. Ah! if 1 were to marry .Mile. Cornion. if I were riih

apiin. I would eertainly rather haye you than Cesarine. Vnii

Were always line ^old enouLiii to i^ild lead, it seemed to mr;

y(Ui Were made to he a ^'reat lord's loye ; and as I knew vnu

\yere a eleyer e-irl. I am not at all surprised hy this trirk i.f

yours. I e.\peetei| as much. For a j,'irl, this means that vi.u

burn your boats. It is no eoinnion mind, my an^'el, that ran

do it ; and for that rea-on you hayc* my e-teein," and he iir-

stowed eonlirmation upon her cheek after the manner of a

bi.sliop, with two fingers.

"Hut, M. le Cheyalier, I do a>sure yoii that you are mis-

taken, and " she blu-hed. ami dared not finish her -i.n-

tenee. at a glance be bad seen through her, and read her

plans from beginning to end.

"Yes. T understand, you wi-h me to belieye vou. Very

'.veil. I believe. But take n advice and go to M. dii

Bousqnier. Von have taken M. du I)ou--i|uier's linen homo

from the wash for five or si.x nioni!i>. have yon not?— \'tTV

pood. I do not a>k to know what ha- ]iai)pene(l hetw.rn

you: liut I know liim. he is vain, he is an old bachelor. !;> is

very rich, be has an income of two tbou-and five hunilriHl

livn^s, and spend- le-s than eight hundred. If you are the

clever girl that i take vou for. you will llnd your wa\ to I'aris

at lli^ expense. (Jo to him, my pet. twist him round your
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f i]_'. r-, .•ind nf Jill tliii!-s, I.,. >n|)|,|(. ,,, ,ilk. and make a
.!.!!.• mi-t and a krutt at •mtv wurd; lie is just the man
I- In' ,it'i;ii<l i<{ a scandal ; and if lie kimus that vmi cim niakf
li!!ii -It Mil iIr. stool of rcprntatici" In >h(.rt. vou und.T-
M, !•:!. tlinatrii to apply to tiu- ladies of the diariial)]!' fund.
H' - ainliiliolls iH'Mdcs. Well and ;iood. witli a wiff to help
!.,!ii I'm IV -liduld !» Mothiii;,' l.cy(»nd a nianV rrai-h ; ami arc
.''1 ii"! liandMiiiic rnoii;.'li and (Icvcr ciimi;:!! iu niaki' vmir
I land"- forlunt;- Why, pla^nic take it, you rni;:lit hold

y 'ir .'A M V, iih a court lady."

!!.'• Ciicvalicr's la-t words let tlif litdit into Suzanne's
l.r.iti: vjie was iiuriiiiiL'- witti impatience to ru-li otf to du
I' -'I'lirr: hut as -he <M.u!d not hurry auav too aliruptlv, she
b'.j' >\ ill'' Chivalier to dress, asking' tpie-tiun- ahoiit Paris as
>!'• 'iid -o. As for the Chevalier, he -aw that hi- remarks
liiiil i.iken elTect. and ^rave Suzanne an e\eu-e to ^.m, askinj^

!• r !n ii 11 Cc-arine to lirin,:r up the chocolate that Mine. I,ar-

'i"' fi;,ide for liim every mcu-nini:. and Suzanni- forthwith
?ii!'!» '! I'tr in search of Iter prev.

And here follows du Fiou<()uier"s hiotrraydiv.— He came of
;ii! I'id Alcrn on family in a middle rank hetweeii the hur;:hers

ai'i liie ci.untry :.(piires. On the death of his father, a
i!:,i_'!-ir,ite in thcerimimil court, he wa- left without resource,

.i;.i. liki' mo-t ruined [yrovincial-. hetonk hini>elf to I'aris to
-.' iii- fortune. When th(> Hevolution hroke out, du
I'i -liner was a man of affairs: and in those davs (in spite

•"'f !: ijennhlicans. who ii,.' all up in arms f<.i- the hone-tv
"f thi ir L'overnment, the word "afTairs" was \ised verv loosely.

1'
;
Mciil -pics, jolihers. and contractors, the men who ar-

r.i'jvd uiih the syndics of communes for tlie sale of tho

i';-.p"T!y of I'liti'/rr'^. ami then houirht up laml at low priee.«!

I' -'! airain.—all these folk, like ministers and jrenerals,

"•\' .'•" men nf affairs.

I "tu 17!);? to ITOD dn Rousqnier held contracts tf> sufiplv
'' irmv with foraire and fimvisioTH. PurinL' those years ho
'

'• •! in a s])lendid mansion: he was one of tho urcat

';i!a!i-is nf the time: he went shares with Ouvrard; kept

h
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o|ifn hciii-r ;iii(l 1.(1 ih,. sciitulaluiw lil'i .,1" il.,. tini.'s. .\

(iiiciiili;ilii-, rvijHii;,' wlurc |i,. liad not v,,u.il, iuid ri.li wiili

stolen nillnli- illld -;l( k.- i.t' I urn, hr kept jnliliM /,„//>„//, ailil

a lii"\y uf nii-ir. -.-.s. ami >:a\i' line fnii'riainnirnl> \n ih(.

director^ .pI' tlir i^.puMic. ('iiixm du Mnii-(|iii(.r uu- ..ii.' ..f

Marra-" inlnnatc<; he uas <>ii thi' 1,,-t nf i.rni- with l'".,ii( ii,'.,

jukI hand and ;,du\t' with llrmadnttr. ||r ilioiiLdit In hr a
Mini-liT (if Siatf line dav, and ihiv\\ hini-elf heart ;iiid m.uI

inin the party that >eer,'tly pluti.d a^'am-l Uniiaparle hef,,r..

the hatlle ,,{ Mareii-M. And hnt I'.ir Kellennann's ehar-i'

and the diaih ..f Hesiix, (hi r.(in-(|iii( r uenld have pla\r,i a

^Teal part in the >Iate. lie was (,,ie (if the upper nieiii!M.r,

of ilie jieriiianent -talf cf ilie prdnii-cndus .i:overnnieni whi. li

was dri\( II hy Nap.ileonV link to \ani>h into the -ide-(cn.s
oflT'.i;!.*

Tile vietery iinexpeetedjy won liy >tuhh(irn fiLrhliriLT en.l.d

in the ddwnl'all of tiiis [)arty ; they had placards ivady
printed, and were only waiting' for the [•ir>t ('Miisiirs dcf-at

to pi-di hiini a return to the principles of the Mountain.
l>n I'xiuxpiier. fflini.' cdnviiieed thai a \ictorv wa> iin-

possihle. had tuo special nie-etij-er- on l!;.' haltlefield. aii.l

Speculated with the hiru'er part >>{' his furliiiie for a fah' m
tlic funds. The fir:-t (-(airier eaine with the ne\v> that M.'la.s

was victoi-ious
; hut tiie second arri\ in.i: four hours afterwariU,

at niLdit. hrouj:ht the tidinux of the Aii-triaii defeat. |»ii

Bous(piier cursed Kellcrni.inn and i»c<ai\; the Kir^t Coii-ii!

ow.d him mi!li(.n-. he dared not (iir>e him. lint hetween the
(diaiice (d" iiiakin::- millions on the one hand. an(| <tark riiiii

on the other, he loM his head. I-"or -everal days he wjh half

idiotic: he had undermined his con-titution with excesses
to such an extent that the thiindcrholt left him lieiplc-.

He liad somethin- to hope from the settlement of his claims
nj>on the Government

: hut in <])\\v of hrihe-. he was made to

I'd the \vei--lit of N'apojc.n"^ di-ple,'i~ure :i!,';iiii-.( armv con-
tiactors who speculated on his defeat. M. dc h'ermon, -o

fdeasaiitly nicknamed "Fi rvK.ux la elisor." left du Bmiiquior

• St-c f'tif Thifbrrufc Affaire.

n \
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:l [11 MIW 'I'lli- |-'l'''l ('n|l,-lll «il- lArll liii.ri' illfi'llBt'd

.,., iihiii"ialit\ of lii- |iri\;iii- !;!i- iiri'l In- < 'iniifrtioii with

IlirPii- iunl HfriMiliitii' ihaii hy hi- -|m .ulal inii- o'l tlu^

r-. ; 111' era-Ill M. ilii l!im-i|ini'r",- iiaini' I'lurii tin- ii^t i»f

• r— ^'fiiiTal. mi ulmli a la-l rrinnaiit ol' rinlit luul

I liiiii fur Alfiii mi.

(if a!' Ill- fnriii.'r wi-alili. imthiii,;! imw rcMiaini'il to ilu

iii r ,-a\i' ail iiuuiiii' uf iwrUi- liiimlri-il fraiir.- frmii tlu'

-. all iiivi'Stiiiciii iiii.rclv iliU' t" rliainr, wlmh .-avcil liiiii

:. .I'tiial waul. Ills cri'iliiiir-, kiniwiiiu' iinthiii^' nf llir rr-

-ii;,> 'if In- lii|iiiilatimi. mi!_v lift liiiii iiimi;:li iii cmiMils to

iaiti.L' HI a tliiiii>aiiil fram- |icr aiiiiniii ; Imt tlii'ir riaiiii- wcri'

j'.iiii III full after all, u I II II the I ml -I a III I'll;,' I lei it;- hail heeti col-

1m leil, ami the lintel ije 1)1 aiiM, lilt, (111 Hmis(|iiier"s town

li iii-e. Mild Itoiiies. So, after a elo.-c >liave of haiikriiptey. llie

-.iiuliiiie s|ieeulaliir ciiierireil with l-.i-; tiaiiie iritaet. I'reeedi'd

' .1 I reiiiendoiis re|iiitalimi due to lii< relation- with foriiHT

i.i .1(1- of lioveriiiiieiit (le[iartiiient.-. his niaiiiier of life, hi- hrief

ili. iif auliiority, and liiial ruin ihrouirh the l'ir>t ('mi:-ul, the

iu:iii liitere-ted the eiiv of Aleinoii, where Ivoyalisin was

-••!'tly jiredoniinaiit. Ihi Bou-iiuier. e\a-|ierateil a,L'aiP.:<t

r. iiaiiarte. with his tales of the I'ir-t ('oiisiil's pettiness, of

.1 -' |ihine"s lax inoraLs, and a whole store of anecdotes of ton

\i..r- iif luvolution, >een frmii within, met with a ^'ood ru-

1 • jilinn.

1 1 wa> ahout this period of his life that dii RoiiM|uier, now
'.vi-i! nvT his fortieth year, eaiiie out a- a haehelor of thirty-

lie was (d' medium lieiirht, fat as heeame a emitraetor,

i ujiIiiiLr to display a pair id' eal\e- that would liave done
• i:! to a L'ay and jrallant attorney. (|e had stron<rly

!;ar!,ii| features; a flattened iio^e witii tiift> of hair in the

I'luiiie nostrils, husliy hiaek hrows. and eyes heneath them
'at looked out shrewd as M. de TalleyrandV own. though
'i'V had lost .-ometliin.ii of their liriirhtness. He wore his

'r-'Wri hair very lon,L'. and retained the side-w!iiskers

< '"I'in.irrs. as tliev were ealled) id' the time of the Reptihlic.

V.ui hail only to look at his (in^'ers. tufiid at every joint, or at

3
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the blue knottod veins that stood out upon his hands, to ^n
the unniistakable pigns of a very n-niarkahlo muscular do-
velopmcnt

;
and. in trutli. he had the cliest of the Fames,-

Hercule.s and shoulders fit to hear tlie burden of the national
debt: you "ever see such shoulders nouadavs. His was a
]u.\uriant virilix;- adniiraiily descrilicd bv an eiirhteenth ccn-
tur\- phrase whicli is scarcely intellifriblo to-.Fav: the ^'al-

]antr>^ of a bvjrone a.ire would have summed up du Bousciuut
as a "payer of arrears"

—

uii rrai pai/eur d'arnragey.
Vet. as in the case of the Clievalier de Valois. there w.iv

sundry indications at variance with the 'w -con tractor's general
appearance. His vocal power-^. for instance, were not in
keepin<: with his nius.Irs ; not that it was tlie nier.' thread of
a voice which sometimes issues from the throats of sue'- tuo-
footed seals; on tlu> contrary, it was loud but luiskv, soiiic-
thin<r like the sound of a saw cuttin.u throuLdi damp, soft
wood: it was, in fact, the voice of a speculator broujht to
grief. For a lonjr while du I?ous(|uier wore the cost -nne in
vogue in tlie days of his glory: the boots with turmu down
tops, the while silk stockin-s. the short cloth !)reeches, ribbed
with cinnamon color, the blue coat, the waistcoat a la

Robespierre.

His hatred of the First Consul should have been a sort
of passport into the best Hoyalist liouscs of Aleneon: but the
seven or eight families that made up the local Faubouri:
Samt-Germain into which the ('b.^valier de Valois had the
entrance, held aloof. .Mmost from the first, du Housquier
had aspired to marry one :\Ille. Armande. whose brother wa-
one of the most esteemed nobbs of the town: he thoutrlit to

make this brother play a great part in his own sehein<'^,
for he was dreaming of a brilliant return match in polities.
He met with a refused, for which he consoled himself with
Buch compensati(m as he might find among some half-score of
retired manufacturers of Point d'Alninni. owners of grass
lands or cattle, or wholesale linen merchants, thinking
that among these chance might put a good match in Iiis way.
Indeed, the old baelu'lor had centered all his hopes on a pros-
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pi^ livi fnrtiinato iiiarriago, whicli a man, eligible in so many
u;i'.-, mij:iit fairly expect to iiial<e. For !ie M-as not without

a ri riMiii financia! acumen, of wliicli not a few availed them-
fcUcs, lie pointed out luisiiiess speculations as a ruined

ir.inililtr jrives liin's to new hands: and he was expert at dis-

ci. \rrin,Lr the resources, clianccs, and management of a con-

(1 rn. i'eople looked upon him as a good administrator. It

u;i- an often-discussed question wlicther he should not be

ni.HDP of Alen(,'on, but the recolhvtion of his Repul)lican

johlicrics spoiled his chances, and he was never received at

ilir prefecture.

I'm rv successive government, even the government of the

11 inlrt'd Days, declined to give Iiim the coveted aj)point-

iii' 111. which would have assured his marriage with an elderly

.-jun-ter whom he now had in his mind. It was his detestation

r.f i!ic Imperial Government that drove him into the Hoyalist

faiiip. where he stayed in spite of insults there received; but

h!i. II tlie Bourbons returned, and still he was excluded from
t!,' iirefccture. that final rehutT filled him with a hatred deep

a- ilic profound secrecy in which he wrapped it. Outwardly,
!'.< iiinained patiently faithful to his opinions; secretly, he

Inianie the leader of the Liberal party in AIcnQon, the in-

\i-Me controller of elections; and. by his cunningly devised

iiiaiKeuvres and underhand methods, he worked no little harm
ti' the restored Monarchy.

When a man is reduced to live through his intellect alone,

hi- liatrod is something a.s quiet as a little stream; in-

siiriiifieant to all app(>arance, but unfailing. This was the

<a-(- with du Bous(]uier. His hatred was like a negro's, so

I'lii id. so patient, that it deceives the enemy. For fifteen

\i r- lie brooded over a revenge which no victor}', not even the

Tiiiv,. Days of July 18;?0, could sate.

W lim the Chevalier sent Suzanne to du Bousquier. he had

iii- MWTi reasons for so doing. The f.ilieral and the Royalist

'li' metl each other, in spite of the skilful dissimulation which

III' their eoinnion aim from the rest of the town.

Tile two uld bachelors were rivals. Both of thein had
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planned to niarrv tlic Dcinoiscllo Connfui, whoso Trnmo ramp
up in tlu eoiirsf of the ('Iicvalier's convcrsiUion witli Suzanru'.
lioth of them, cnixrosscd \>y ih.'ir idcii. and iiiasiiueradinf,' in
indifrorcncc. wore waiting for the iiioriient wlicn some chance
should deliver the old maid to om- or other of tlieni.

And the fact that they were rivals in this way would have
been (>nou<,di to make enemies of the pair even if eacli liad not
been the living' embodiment of a political svstem.
Men rake their color from tlieir time. This pair of rivals

is a case in point ; the historic tin-re of their characters stood
out in stron<x contrast in their talk, their ideas, their costume.
The one, blunt and encrnvtie, with his burly abrupt wavs, curt
speech, dark looks, dark hair, and dark complexion, afarniinjr

in appearance, but impotent in reality as insurrection, was
the Republic personified; the other, bland and polished,

elegant and fastidious, painintr his end.s slowly but surely by
diplomacy, and never unmindful of <jcod taste, was the typical

old-world courtier. They met on *he same ground almost
every evening. It was a rivalry always courteous and urbane
on the part of the Chevalier, less ceremonious on du Bous-
(piier's, though he kept within the limits i)rescribed bv .Men-
gou, for he had no wish, to be driven ignominiouslv from the

field. The two juen understood each other well ; but no one else

saw what was going on. In s{)ite of the minute and curious
interest which provincials take in the small details of which
their lives are made up, no one so much as suspected that the
two men were rivals.

M. le Chevali"r"s position was somewhat the stronger; he
had never proposed for Mile. Cormon. whereas du Jious(]uier

had declared himself after a rebuff from oiu> of the noblest

families, and had met with a second refusal. Still, the
Chevalier thought so well of his rival's chances, that he con-
sidered it worth while to deal him a rotip d<- Jarnar. a

treacherous thrust from a weajton as finely tem])ered as

Suzanne. He had fathomed du Hous(|nier; and. as will

shortly be seen, he was not mistaken in any of liia con-

jectures.
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Siiznnno trijipod jiway down (ho lliir du Cours, along the
Mil' >h- la Porte de Secz and the Hue du Hercail (o \]w Ruo
.!i, Vy<:nc, whoro du Bousquier, fiv<. years ago, had bought a
^niali countrified house built of the gray stone of the dis-
fr;i I. which is used hke granite in Xonnandy, or Breton schist
iti Mh' West. The sometime forage-contractor luid established
'liiii-elf there in more comfort than any other house in the
i.v.n could boast, for he had brought with him some relics
n! |i;i>t days of splendor; but provincial manners and customs
.V. IV slowly darkening the glory of the fallen Sardanapalus.
Til.' vestiges of j)ast luxury looked about as much out of place
ill tlif house as a chandelier in a barn. Harmonv, which
!i!ik- the works of man or of tiod together, was lacking in all

•jng> large or small. A ewer with a metal lid, such as you
nil y .-^ce on the outskirts of Brittany, stood on a handsome
'hr-t of drawers; and while the bedroom floor was covered
v. :'ii a fine carpet, the window-curtains disi)!ayed a flower
p.iiicrn only known to cheap printed cottons.

"

The stone
inaiitrlpiece, daubed over with jiaint, v,as out of all keeping
uth :. handsome clock di.<graced by a shabby pa-r of candle^
sticks. Local talent had made an unsuccessful attempt to
paint the doors in vivid contrasts of startling colors; while
tii. staircase, ascended by al! and sundry in muddy hoots, had
::'" !"'en painted at all. In short, du Bous(|uier"s house,
Ilk. ilic time which he represented, was a confused mixture of
grandtiir and scpialor.

I'll Bousquier was reganhd as well-to-do, but he led the
!'.ra>itical life of the Chevalier dr Valois. and he is always
ri.fi enough that spends less than his income. His one serv-
ani was a country bumpkin, a didl-witted youth enough; but
i^'' 'lad been trained, by >low degrees, to suit du Bousquiers
r-MUirements. until he had learned, much as an ourang-outang
miLrlit learn, to scour floors, black boots, brush clothes, and to
""!i'' for his master of anevening with a lanteni if it was dark,
'i'id a pair of sabots if it rained. On great occasions, du
I'MiN.luier made him discard tlie blue-checked cotton blouse
"I'ii loose sagging pockets behind, whicli always bulged with

ill
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a handkonliiof, a clasp knife, apples, or "stirkjaw." Ar-
rayed in a re^nilation suit of clothes, he accompanied his

master to wait at table, and over-ate liims 'f afterwards with
the other servants. Like many other mort. Is, Reno had only
Btuff enoiiiih in him for one vice, and his w'- gluttony. Du
Bous(iuier made a reward of this service, an . in return his

Breton factotum was ahsolutely discreet.

"What, have you come our way, miss?" I?i'n<' asked when
he saw Suzanne in the doorway. "It is not your day ; we have

not pot any linen for Mine. Lardot."

"Big stupid!" laughed the fair Suzanne, as she went up
the stairs, leaving Rene to finish a jtorringer full of buck-

wheat bannocks boiled in milk.

Du Bousquier was still in bed, ruminating his plans for

fortune. To him, as to all who have scpieezed the orange of

pleasure, there was nothing left l)ut ambiti(m. Ami)itinn.

like gambling, is inexhaustible. And, moreover, given a good
constitution, the ])assions of the brain will always outlive

the heart's passions.

"Here I am !" said Suzanne, sitting down on the bed ; the

curtain-rings grated along the rods as she swept them sharply

back with an im])erious gesture.

"Quesaco, my ciiarnier ?" asked du Bousquier, sitting up-

right.

"^Monsieur." Suzanne began, with much gravity, "you must
be surprised to see me come in this way; but, under the cir-

cumstances, it is no use my minding what people will sav."

"What is all this about?" asked du Houscpiier, folding his

arms.

"Why, do you not understand ?" returned Suzanne. "I

know" (with an engaging little pout). "1 kn<nv how ridiculous

it is when n poor girl conies to hoth( r a m.in about things that

you think mere trifles. But if you really knew me. monsieur,

if you only knew all that I would do for a man. if he cared

about me as I could care about you, you would never repent

of marrying me. It is not that I could be of so much use to

you here, by the way ; but if we went to Paris, you should see

i
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how far T ooiilrl l.rinsj a man of spirit with such hrains as
yours, and osppcially just now, whrn thov aro r.>-niaking tho
(idvornmcnt from top to hottoru. and the foroijjncrs arc tho
masters. Between ourselves, docs this thinrr in (piestion really
matter after all ? Is it not a piece of irood fortune for which
VMii would he plad to pay a <rnod deal nne of these days?
For whom are you <jroin^r to think and work?"
"For myself, to he sure!" du Bousquier answered hrutally.
"Hid monster! you shall never he a father!"' said Suzanne,

with a ring in lier voice which turned the words to a prophecy
aini a curse.

'Come, Suzanne, no nonsense; T am dreaming still, I
tliink."

"What more do you want in the way of reality?" cried
Sii/aiine. rising to her feet. Du Boustpiier scruhhed his head
Willi his cotton nightcap, which he twisted round and round
niili a fidgety energy that told plainly of prodigious mental
f' l'I!!ent.

•'H.' actually ijclieves ii
!"' Suzanne said within herself.

-And his vanity is tickled. Good Lord, how ea.sy it is to take
t!i' 111 in !"

•Suzanne! What the deuce do you want me to do? It
i- -'> extraordinary ... I that thought The fact
i~

. . But ro, no, it can't he "

"Ho you mean that you cannot marry me?"
"'•li. as to that. no. T am not free."

"!- it Mile. Armando or Mile. Cormon. who have hoth
r.i'ii>,.(] \ou already? Look here, :\L du Bousfjuier, it is not
1.-^ if 1 was ohliged to get gendarmes to drag you to the
i-'-i-tiMr's (•tlice to sav(> my character. There are plenty that
""iild marry me, hut 1 have no intention whatever of takincj
.! innii that does not know my value. You may be sorry some
'f the-... days that you hehaved like this: for if vou will not
t.ilv vonr chance to-day, not for gold, nor silver, nor any-
tiini- in this world will I give it you again."

"Ihit, Suzanne—are you sun> ?"

"Sir, for what do you take me?" asked the girl, draping

E
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herself in iht virtue "F am not jroin^' to put you in tuiml ..f

the promisis you iiiaili'. pfornixs that liavf hccn tlic ruin of n

poor ^nrl. when all iirr fault was that she looked too hiirh

and loved too much.""

But joy. sus])i(ion, self-interest, and a host of contend iti;:

emotions had taken po><e>-ioii of du Rousquier. For a Ion"

tin«e pa>t he iiad made up his mind that he would nuirry Mile.

Cormon; for after loiii,' ruminations over the Charter, he

saw that it opened uj) ma^'iiifieent [)rospects to his amliili'in

tlirouLrh the channels of a re|)resentativc LTovernment. lli>

marriafje with that mature spin>ter would raise his social

position very much; he would acipiire jzreat intlueiiee in

AleniMiii. And here this wily Suzanne liad conjured uji ;i

storm, v^hich put iiim in a mo>t awkward dilenuna. Hut for

that private hope of his. he would have married Suzanne out

of hand, and ])ut himself ojienly at the head of the Libera!

party in the town. Such a ]narriaj:e meant tlie final re-

nunciation of the be.-t Mn-iciy. and a drop into the ranks of \\\<'

wealthy tradesmen. sho[ikee])ers, rich manufacturers, anJ

praziers who, lieyoiid a doid^t. would carry him as their can-

didate in triumjili. .\lready du I*ous(piier caught a jrlinipso

of the Opposition ixMiches. lie did not attem[)t to hide lii.«

solemn deliherations : hi' ruhlied his hand over his head, made
a wisp of the coilnn niiihicap. and a (lama,>,Mn<; confession of

the midity heneatli it. A- for Snzanne. after the wont of

those who succeed heyond their utmo-t hopes, she sat duni-

founded. 'l"o hide her aiii;izeim'nt at his behavior, she droopr.l

like a hapless victim het'ore her >eilucer, while within herself

she 'au.;hed like a ^n-isette on a frolic.

"M\ dear child. I will have nothin>j to do with hanky-

panky of this sort."

Tin's brief formula was the result of his eoiritations. The

ex-contractor to the (Jcnernment prided hitnself upon belons-

inp to that particular school of cynic philosophers which

declines to be "laken in" by women, ami inchides the whole

Bex in one eatcirory as suspiciiMis characters. Stronjr-mindi'd

men of this stamp, weaklings are they fur the most part, have
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,1 1 iin ii>m of tlioir own in the matter of womankind. Kvery

w .iiiaii. acoording to tiierii, from the (^)iurn of France to the

iiiiliuKT, is at lieart a rake, a hussy, a (lan;.'er<)us creature, not

til -ay a l»il of a ra.-eal, a liar in ^n-ain. a bcin^' iueapahle of a

s.riuiis thoii^'-iit. For du Jiousciuirr and his like, woman is a

ni.ilrlicciit batjadirc that must be left to danee, and sinj:, and
iHiii-h They see noliiin^' lioly, nothing' great in wonmn ; for

t: . Ill slu' represents, not the jjoetry of tiie si'nses, hut ;rross

Nii-ualiiy. They are like gluttons who should mistake the

kit( Inn for the dining-room. On this showing, a man must
Ik ii ronsistent tyrant, unless he means to he enslaved. .\nd

in tins respect, again, du Bousquier and the Chevalier de

\ .1 "is stood at oppo.^ite ])oles.

.\- he delivered himself of the above remark, he iUn,g his

niLriiiraji to the foot of the bed. much as (iregory the (ireat

iiiiL'tit have thing down the candle while he launched the

'liiiiiders of an excommunication; and Suzanne learned that

ii:i' eld liaclielor wore a false front.

' I'-ar in mind, M. du Bous(|uier, that hy coming here I

lia.. done my tluty," she remarked majestically. "Uemember
w-.'i 1 .WIS bound to offer you my hand and to ask for ynurs;

hut. a! the same time, remendier that I have behaved with the

iliL-miy of a self-respecting woman ; I did not lower myself so

far a- tn cry like a fool: 1 did not insist: I have not worried

V'l! at all. Xow yon know my position. You know that 1

'iniiet stay in Alencon. If 1 do. my mother will beat me;
.i!!i Mine, [.ardot is as high and mighty over principles as

if -ii" washed and ironed with them. She will turn me away.

.\n'] where am T to go. ))oor work-girl that I am? To the

li'-pital? Am I to beg for bread!' X"t I. 1 wculd sooner

tl');.: myself into the Brillante or the Sarthe. Xow. would it

nnl he simpler for me to go to Paris? 'Mother miLdit find

>o?iie excuse for sending me. an uncle wants me to come, or

an aunt is going to die. or some lady takes an interest in me.

It is just a (juestion of money for the traveling expenses and
- -vnu know what "

T'lis news was immeasurably more important to du Bous-

I
t
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quier than to tht' Chcvjilier do Valois, fur rca-on- which no

one kni'W as yet hut tlie two rivals, thonjrh llicy will aiiucir in

the course of tlu' .story. At this point, sullicf it to say lit,

a

Suzanni''s lili had thinuii the -oniriiiiic l''ii',i;;r-((iiiira(iiprV

idea.N into such ci)!iru>inn that he wa.- iiicapahlc of thinking

seriously. Hut for that hewildernu-Mt, liut fc)r tlie secret joy

in his heart ( f(tr a man's nwu vanity is a swindler that ne> r

lacks a dujie), it niu,~t iiave .-truck him thai any h(ine.-t gii'l,

witii a heart >till un>|)oiled, would have died a hundred deatlis

rather than enter upon .-uch a discussion, or make a (h-iuaiid

for money. He must have soon the look in tlie j^'irl's eyes
seen the j;anihler"s ruthless meanness that would take a life to

gain money for a stake.

"Would you really -:o to Paris?" he asked.

The words hrou^^ht a twinkle to Suzanne's <.;ray eyes, but it

was lost upon du Mouscjuier's self-satisfaction.

"I would indeed, sir."

But at this du Bous(|uier iiroke out into a sinjrular lament.

He had just paid the halance of the purehase-m(>nev for his

house; and there was the ]iainter. ami the ^da/.ier, and the

bricklayer, aiul the ear[)enter. Suzanne let him talk; she

was waitin<r for the ll;:ures. Du B()us(|uier at 'ast pntixi^dl

three hundred francs, and at this Suzanne got up as if to

go-

"Eh, what! Where are you goinp?" du Bousijuier crm\
uneasily.—"A fine thin^r to !)e a hachelor." he said to himself.

"I'll be hanged if I reniendier doinir more than rumple the

girl's collar; and hey presto I on the strength of a joke she

takes upon herself to draw a bill njion you. point-blank I"

Suzanne meanwhile began to cry. "Monsieur." she said,

"T am going to Mme. CJransou, the treasurer of the Maternity

Fund; slie pulled one poor girl in the same straits out of

the water (as you may say) to my knowledge."
"Mme. Granson?"
"Yes. She is related to ^^lle. Cornion. the lady patroness

of the society, .\sking your pardon. >omc ladies in the town
have started a society that will keep nuiny a poor croatore
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fr-i:, iiiiikin^' iiwiiy with licr child, likr tliat pretty Faufltine

nf .\i;:i iitJiii (lid; and paid for it with lier lift' at llortagno

jii-t fhrtr years a^'o."

•'Ihrc. Su/aiuic." returned du Bousiqnier, holdinjr out a

k.\. •\>\<>n tlie desk yourself. Then! is a hag that has been

.[.iim!, with six hundri'd franes still left in it. It is all I

l.a\c."

\>n r.oiis(|uier's chopfaUen e\pressi(,n phiinly showed how
little -uoduill went with his eonij)lianee.

"An old thief I" said Suzanne to herself. "I will tell

f,!!.- nhout his false hair I" Mentally she compared him with

ti,;ii ilelij,rhtfnl old Chevalier de Valois; he had given her

r.-ti.ing. l>nt he understood her. he had advised her, he hud
tii" uilfare of his grisettes at heart.

"If Villi are deceiving jiie, Suzanne," exclaimed the ohjeet

if i!,i- untlaltering comparison, as he watclied iier hand in

til. 'Ir.iwer, "you shall
"

"S... monsieur, you would not give nio the nionev if I

a-i,i'l yuu for it?*' interrupted slie with queenly insolence.

t»ii.e recalled to the ground of gallantry, recollections of

!u- prime came hack to the ex-contractor. He gninted as-

-tiii. Suzanne took the l)ag and departed, first suhmitting

ii' r fnrehcad to a kiss wliich e gave, hut in a manner which
>> lined to say, "This is an expensive pri\ilege; l)ut it is

Itti. r than heing hrow-heaten l)y counsel in a court of law

a- t'le seducer of a young woman aecui-ed of child murder."

S'izanne slipped the hag into :) pouch-shaped hasket on her

:iriii, execrating du Bonsquier's stingines> as she did so. for

>!i" wanted a thousand francs. Tf a girl is once possessed

I'' ;i de-ire, and has taken the first step in trickery and deceit,

-''' will crn to great lengths. As the fair clear-starcher took

1 :< r wa\ alonir the Rue du Bereail. it suddenly occurred to

1
' r flat the Maternity Fund under Mile. Cormon's presidency

wi'M prohahly make up the sum which she regarded as

s':''irient for ,i start, a very large amount in the eyes of an
.\Uneon grisette. And hesides, she hated du Bousquier. and
li'! I'lnusquier seemed frightened when she talked of confess-
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in^ lur Mi-(;il|.il . trait to Mine, (ira ri-ion. W uTi't'irc

izaiiiic iliictjiiiiiiil that uhiti..'r or im »lii' iiiadc a fart hui
out of the .Maliriiii\ I'liml. would fiitaii''lc du lioU;

in t!ir iiirxtricalilc iiiidiT- ow lli of tlif ''os-in of
toun.

a I'ounirv

•re IS ?-oiiii iliiiiu of a riionki'v's lo\f if iiiisoiiicf HI

cvrry ;;ri-i'tlr, Niizaiiiic roi

ami Ic'look lnT-1'lf acmidiMulv

ii|)o-(i| licr coiiiitciia. • lotI' Uoioroii-

to M>iit'. (iraiiM

-Mm.-. (IraiiMiii was the uidow of a licutciiaut-roloncl ><(

nrfillcfv who fell at .Irtiti. II

8i,-t('d of a |i(ii-:(iii of niin' huudr.-d fraii-- for Imt lifrt

I" whole \iMrlv iiH'orii (• ((iii-

aild llcr olH' ])os>c»ioii hoid
niaiiilfiiaiK • had ah-(.riM'd cvcrv |iciiii\ of her savin;rs

mil

,

cs was a >oii u ho-c I'diicution aii-l

lived 111 the uiio (in r.cr(ail, in one of the chccrl <'ss ;;roini(

floor aiiarliiHiit- ihronu'li uliich voii can -re from hark t«

front at a -latn < a- yoii walk down the !iiai:i vtrrct of am liiii.

town li'er .-leiis. ri-iiiu' pvranii d f;

IC le-.i'! (.{ Ill,- hou-tl

anil a lit;

n, liroii'dit vnu t.

(• iloor. \i Imli

M'd hr\oiid. -..illi a

the fiirlh-r I nd. Mine. <

I'l-ncMi ujioii a j>a.-sap'-ua.

' oodcri-roofcd staina.-f at

0(;'fii[iic(i tl

side a ^inL'

.ran-oii > kitchen and dininir-r.

c -|)a(C oil one 'I I lie |l,-|-...; i.irf. on the oili.r

c room (liil duty hir a variety o| purposes, f.r

tlic uidow'> hedroom anion:,'- others. II

thf

cr sou, a younir man
iree-aiid-tv.ciity. >!ept iijr-tairs in an attic aliovc the tir«t

le- 'II

of tl

floor. AihanaM- (iian-oii oonirilnited -ix hundred frai

poor mother s hfUHckce) t'n''. !<• was (listanlly relatiil

to ^IIIc. Ccrnion. w ho-e iniiucn.e hail ohtained him a little

post in the niii-irar's ollice, uheri' lie was eni|)loye(l in niakinj;

out (vrtifieai.-^ nf liinlis. niarriaje^. mid deaths".

After this, any one can»-<(H> the little chilly ycllow-curtaii)r<l

parlor, the furniture covereii with yellow I'trcrht velvet, ami
!Mme. (Jransoti iroini: round the rooni, after her visitors liiil

left, to strai.irhtcn the little straw mats put down in front f

each chair, so as to save the waxed and polished red hrii k

floor from conta( t with dirty boots; and. this beinjr accom-
plished, returninir to her place be.^ide her work-tahle und-r
the portrait of her lientenant-freneral. The h(>cushionrd

armchair, in which site sat at her sewing, was always drawn
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'-• ^ !"'' n 111.' tu.) wiii(lfu,<, -n ilni .!i nlil lunk up ami
il<\\u till' liiic ilii IJcrfjiil jiikI Mcrvr|-\ (.rii. ihiit ]>a«sc(l. Slio

»;l- ;l -M'hI sort of WulllMIl, .ln--ril Mill, a hnlilrlv ^iiiiplicitv

III 1... I. MIL' with ii pale fac,.. ImhIi'ii tliiii. ii> it wviv. I.v iiiaiiy

'II''- ^ <•" l'''lt tl"' -t<'rn -..licrrKNs of jMn. iiy in f\,yy little

irtail ill tliat hoiiM'. jiKt i\< \iH\ l.ivatlicd a iiinml aliiio-pliiTc

"f n'Nt.Tity ami iipri;:lit prn\iii(ial wavs.

\r'thii- and >nn at tlii- inninciit wire -illiii'.' tnirrthcr in the
(liiiiirj-r.M.in ov.T thrir luvakfa-t— a cup ..|' ciirrr, hrrad and
I'UtiM- and radi>lic-. And lur.., if tji,. nadir is to niidcr-
-laiid linu- orliidly MuK'. (.'ran-du lnard Suzann.-. >niri.' «>x-

i'iaiiaiinii of the secret lif.pes of llic JiousclK.ld inu-t Kc -iveii.

.\tliaiia>e (iransoii was a tliin. Iiojlou-clieekcd ynuiiL' man of
incliiini hei^dit, with a wliite face in wliicli a" pair nf dark
<u-. I,ri;.r|it with thoiij.'Iit, l(Mike<l like two marks made witii
<';ar..ial. The somewhat worn (nn!,nirs of that face, fho
(iirviiiL' line of the lips, a sharply turned-up cliin. a re.,Mi-

!.irlv cut marlilo foreliead. a melancholy expression can- M)V
thi' <nn~ciou>ness of jiower on the one hand and of

, iV
fiti the <.tlier,—all tlu's(> viirns and ehuracteristies told o im"-

priseiied u'l-nius. So nineh so indeed, that anywliere l)Ut at
Aliin.n his fiicc would have won help for him from dis-

tin-iii-hed nien. or from the women that can discern ^'cnius
iU'ii.jiiitn. For if this was not ireniu?, at least it was the out-
ward forin that penius takes; ami if tiie .-tienL'th of a lii.irh

''art was wanting', it looked out surely from those eyes. And
.•t. \'. Iiiie Athanaso c-ouhl find expre^sioii for the lofiie-t fi'cl-

H-'. iu outer hu-k of shyness spoiled (>ver\ihini: in him. down

J"
the very charm of youth. ju>t as the fro.-t of penurv dis-

:

'

HI. IK d every ctTort. Shut in hy the narrow circle of prr,-

Miinal life, without anproliation. eneouraLTcment, nr anv wav
"i c-'-ap.'. the thouLdit within him was dyinir out hefore its

'lawn. And Athanase hesid(>s had the fierro pride which pov-
rtv iiudisifles in certain natures, the kind of pride hv which

a ii;;n! L^rows trreat in tin- stress of hafile with n>en and cir-

'-iin-tances, while at the outset it only handicaps ],iin.

'eiiius manifests itself iu two ways—either hy takiiij^ its

?i

I^B^'
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H

own ;1S .-null a- ll'' lllhU il. lil.i :! N\l|MMrMn ..f a MoIk't. . ( r

liy imlicritlv n \, .iliii;.' ii-ilf iiiid \\iiiiiii_' lur n-cD^rniiion

^^lurl:.' (ir.iii-f'ri 1m'I(iii>^'i il In iIi.' l.iliir c!,i-. lie a.i- t,[^

ili-cinii\iL.'t il. ii;!i'iniiit if In- v.i'ui. !li- inrn nf :iiiii(l «,i-

riiiitciiijilaliM-. Ill- liMil iti ti!"ii:;iit fiUlii-r il':iii HI iirti'in, ail!

[•'(-•.liilv, tc tli"-f whip (iiiiiMl iiiiii;:.iii' -ciiiu- williiiiit th-

l''r til hill. m'- ,-[la|^ nf im liii-i,i-m, lir im-ht have >ccnii'i| n

I "iiijil. ii'. I')u! Alhaiia-rV piiucr l.i\ m tin' umtIiI of tlioii'jir,

III' \\a- l<. p.;.- lli|-(ill;;ll -IK i , -\\i- |ii;,i i . of i inntlun, IlliMi n

fri'lii <iiMiii.ir\ <;-'-. I'l "in' lif ilm-c -iildiii r.'-nhc-; wliirh

liriii.L' til'' 1 !i,:|'!i r In ;i < 'n-c ami -ri fn..!- d. •'aniiu' thai "iln'

riiiiri i- ii'.'nh" 'I';!.- \M.rlir> iii' ^ ]m (hv |iu\rriv u,i-

vappiii .• \].i' lil'f :ii ,\!!iaiia-i'. Thr 1 v, miii iniiMiU siriiii,'

tiu'hli'i- a:..l Ii-..|.i'. \va-. .-laii.rrii i! :
, t!ic' .ii r\aliiiLr i-l'i-i'

iiii- "f a ^.'liIlllll• \', iih iKVif a lnva-ii . I' lr.--h air in it. l|i.

w.i> Liiviii;: ua\ iii.ii- ;hr -tinii if a (Mil an. I I'riiit-

I,.--; ,-iri!i.r(r!i'. .\tli,ii!a-i' h hi ;'i.m m hi'n whiih '!ii_'lit

li!i\r |ila.ril his ria;i;" aiii.iii;: l!..' r'Ui:.'>-\ iiaiii-- ,( Immii..':

Ill- had kniiuii uli;ii ii •.:- to La:'- v.il'i ;.!'i\,;ml:' i vr- ov. r

AliiiiH' lici/hi^ and I'. •!.]•. if air \.;.iii<r nnfriinrd LTriinH

s(i;ir-. ;M,d iinw h'- \v;i- p'liiii.' In di.Mii iil,.' -.mih' caLTi'd ami
Stiir\i d iM_d('.

Whi'i' h.' had nuvl-d mi niiiiniir.] in i!,- i,,wn lihrarv. he

liiM'ii d hi- dr. am- nf i':iiiii' ill hi- '>\'. i! -lail l,-i \]\f\- -hould m-
jMi-r iii- |,pi-jir,-|- ; .iihl ill' ( ari'i' d l;i -idc- aim! hi- r -citcI liiil-

di'i: .\rn niorc d.'('|ily in In- iiiar:. I'li' -. vr. i [n\r uhicli hol-

liuM'd hi- clh'i'ks and -alhiwi'd lii- r'lrrin'ad.

.\l!;;ina-i' liiv,d lii- di-i an! cmiim'. ih.'ii \]"ir. ("i.rinnn. for

uh"!'! lii- ii!'.-ui -.'Inn- rival- da \'-n\\ ,;< ], ,• ,,,, i ,];,, (•licvan"r

d.' \';lli'i- wi'i-.' hit):; in ;ili|hn-h. h v:'- ,-i hivc hdi'Il id' -I'lf-

iiii''!''-l. MI'i'. Ccrii!"!! \\a- -niipo-id t,. !„ ciic .if tin' riclii -i

I"'"!'!'- "I ih'- Imwi;: ai.d I:-, pnnr hny.
I .d I n drawn in love

hi-r ii;irily ihr.iiiidi Hp- di-irc fnr !.i;i;i-r';il welfare, parliv

ihronvh n w i-li fcriiied lime- wiilinni 'Minder to :;ilil lii-^

nioih. r'- (h el ill ill- \rai- : and parlly al-.. t!ireinL;ii erjivin>.'- for

the [.hv-ieal ciiiiir 'It iii'ee-s;irv to men v.'-' Vwr an intelleeiiia!

Ji'''- In hi> i)V. n eyi-.-, lii.- love wa? di-!:nj!i)'e,l Ijy Its mt''
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Ti.iiiir.il i'ri;:iii ; ninl lir «,i' iiriaiii i.!'
i i

.r oil till- Iii\r ,,r ,1 \nlillu' lliall i>(

f ii>lii iN' V, ill, h pi'o

iii.iii • f \''<r\\ . All'! u I 111,

I :in't -illHl i A. 11 I \ !',,(•
I \\i).

iiM' \(;|» ,|M!tc -ill, .-rr. Mllrli |li;|t

.i|.J.Cll- III \\f |.n.vi|i.r- u,,il!i| !„• iliij.l..),;lli'. lipuri til.- r,uv of
IT . |., .|!.\ III hiii |. I

i'.it ill a

I. - Kill,

<>(fi|l|-\ tnuii ll ii' .'r*' I;, I ii!i!,ii",^,'i-ii i,iu-

llcio ; t Ik ic i- n, "IIIMIU .-I'll ;. III:.. i;.i !ii\ !, r. . :i'i -ii, ii

'-'''"""• W.MTIil-.- I- il !. , - lis. ,||h1 II, , |,|,|,,!\ Ulll

l!,:il! im:
h'-

\U: A
Ai !i in;i-,- ,,ii,I .1 li.iii'

^lilli rlimi 1,1 l\W .11 ;i Si,;i||M iVj.

"'"" .'.M'l lliiylit -. II .1 niitirai

'.-" Ill •! .-'' .1' 'H.^ . n .1 i-";t!r\ |,,um it udiiil Ij

II 1.1 ii.;ii 'lui'i mill - II, .III, >>' .';,;u'i ::! '1'

• !v |"'i.r; I'l'f ulic'ii ll

«< .i!l!,\ .111 :iu k\',.ir.! Iiii-iti. -- I

!''.•".
I ll \'. I'l'll I i

II

-ilii'lc l.i\,.. ;i iii:i'

r'.-'ln. if ll- I;

• •-;"'i.'ii

|in -p, ii\ iriili'LTiiDiii j-

lii- -t,ri iii;i\ ll,. -iimkii'iimI

ur.i'l.il.'ii ..r iiTl.iiti illl'-r- ;i!|il 11

., I |i

ll! !- Dili li-.ir

I I),- |i',i f; I.,

- i:ili 'iiiiKf hill c)iii.

V.ill

V IIII.IUi - 111'
\ ifllli' 111 till- i1'^im!\;||i|,!-,., ,,t"

tllv, rf t

\ i( !•

I'- '!i-ai|-

I'.ni 111 ll

'i|iir\ t.r,\ II iiii' imiiih.T (if \i,.riH-n u iili v. limii ,i mhh
111 I'lVi' is -irirtlv

I llllIH li .\ iir.'tt*

ILT Illllll

:rl Willi

a i.iri!;;)!' i- lii\i,!! !- n;. !i III ll icr WlMTf .\,T\- ,Ili

H', ..I'l.' I- kiiii.'. II ;<i 11 f.ii'i liiii

!,:;; ,,| 1
I

n irr',- linii'/cr

i|lli-l 11, M. ti.I,. I

I"
iiMll, -, liniiily i, ..inali

ill r I -v 11 u i|, \\,iiii,l I,,' "t,

lliirM. a- tl

il'ac\ i'li- il- .!,

!!' \'V< vuicial -iivin_'

iii-.rs 111 \ ',!iii ii,'>.- fi'Mi'ii iiin-

li'iw It iiii- 11,1111' til |iiHs thai iiiarri.iL'i, js tl II' vcrv
i.M- I't liliiN 111, '111! lii

liiit

11,1%!' llii'ir -Mini 1,11 li

11 111 wliiiiii L'vniii- 1- hut 1111(1 !in,|ii,'nrh,il,I... who an'

II' lllilr|,.'Ilil,'ll,-,' ,>r |H,\, rtv.

l\i' li:<-i' liihl rrLMolN : It! ihi- 1 ,ri ,\ ! Ml 'i •-
t

nil !!:' I'lT-ci :i!

i-art's or dai'.

hnitiil iniHli'i ivii

loll;.'i|t

II'] Tl',

.> I, '.IV the part of a .-i llT Ol' .'l.ll'it V

t-. '' .• V. iirkrr. till' h.'.cr of m-i or -ciriici

'^',,(•1111 ri'.'ilv iin,;, I'-tim,! Aihaiia I'V hm. f,ir Mil-. Cor-
''

"
' ^'>' t!:r rich, th.' -iiltini- of -<iii('tv, who cati tini] -iTairl-

• - :il till ir iilra-nrt'; iMt n'-f»'ctaliili!v. kicpiiiL' to tin- l nifk
I".:-!! iiar.l li_v jiri'juiiiic ; nor yet those woineu who shut

^l
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^
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?i V

their oyes t(. the ( nivin^^s of ihc artist triii|M.rariicnf , arul. fak-
ing' it fnr ;_r,iiii,.,l that both m-ms arc uo\, Tiled by tlio'sinir
laws, in.-i.-i iijK.ii a ^vstcm of ivriprociiy in their particular
virtues.

^

'ihe ai^peal must, l.^l!la|l^. l,e made to vouii<: iricii

who Milfer from the re].r;->i(.ii (,f voim;^ desires just a.s tliev
iire luittin.i:- forth t!ieir lull >!ni"i-!h: to the artist wIihm'
-eiiiu.^ is stilled wiihiii him hy poverty till it hecoines a dis-
I'a.-e; to power at lir.-t un>uppor;ed. pe;ve, uted. and loo ..fi..,i

inifriended till it euur-es at ien.^rth triumphant fr)iu ih-

i\'.ofold a;joMy (){' .-oul and hodv.

The.-e will kiKuv ili<- threlilun-- pan-s of the cancer wliii^h

was ^-nawin,!,^ Athaiia-e. Such as there have raised !on;r. crue]
dehates within theiiiM'lves. with the so hi-h end in si^Jht aii-l

no means of atlainiiiu' to it. Thry have pia^scd throiiirh tli^

experience of ahorti\c eirnn ; thcv have ](d"t the spawn of
genius on the barren sands. They know that the streno-ih nf
desire is as the .-cojie of tlie ini,i,uiiialinn : the hi-he.- the leap.
tiic lower the fall ; and tiow many restraints arc brnken in suf'h'

fads! These, like Athanase. catch -iimp^cs of a -lorioMs
future in the di.Manc..; all tliat lies between .mviiis but a

tTan>pareiu lilm of -auze to ihei: piereinLT sidit : but of that
film which scarcely ob^cuivs the virion, .^ocietv makc's a wall
of brass. Tr-cd ,,n by their vocation, by the artist's instinct
uithin them, th.y loo >, .^k tiim's without number to u.akc n

steppinir-stone of sentiment.- wh.ich society turn> in the same
way to practical ends. What ! ,vhcn marri:!-es in the prov-
inces are calculated and arraii-'cd on everv ride with a vi.-.v

to securin.ir material welfare. >hall it be forbicblen to a sfni--
,;.din,u' artist or man of science to keep two ends in view. i~o

try to en-are his own subsistence that tb' thonirht within ;;;;;;

mav live !'

Atlianase Oran.-on. witli sucli ideas a- these fcrr-ontin'r mi

his head. thou,i:-lit at first of niarria'j-e with ^nie. C'ormon a- a

dednite solution nf the prnblein of e\i^|enco.
,

[<> woebi ih'

free to work for I'amc, he could make Ids mother comfortab'e.
nnd he felt snre of himself—jip knew that he eon1d be faUli-

fui to .Mile, CoiiiKui. But soon iiis purpose bred a real passion
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'!! Iiiin. ft \v;i< an iiiicon^ciiUN nnM-r.--. I!c st liiiiisrlf to
.-tii'lv Mil.'. Ciniiun: tli.-n f.-iniiliari'v ia.tc;- <I its .-p,'!!, and
..t li'iiLTtii Atliaiia.H- taw uothiiix hr.t Ivaiitit'— -the dofectd
.>]'' all for^dttfii.

'I'll!' .-ciiscs count for so much in the lovi- of a vouni: man of
tiiiv. -and-tu.inv. 'rhi'oii;,ii i!; l.t ai of d-.-iiv woman is seen
.1- ihroiiLrli a [iri^m. l''rom thi- point of view it \va~ a toucli
<( .'.iiiii- ill I-'.eaumarc!;a;s to ma!. • i!ie |ia,_X' Ciieruhiiio in tlie

I'!:.;,
-traiti Marccllina to l,i> h.art. I f you i-ccolject. more-

.-\i r. that povorty restricted .\that:aso to a lif.^ (d' ;:rcat loueli-

II'— . tliat till'!'!' v.as no other \,onian to hmi^ at. that liis ovos
u>iv aluavs fa>tcned np<m Mile. Cormon, and tlial all the
iiL-i I in the ])ictiire was conr-entrated upon her. it s:,'ems

iiiMiral. <loe> it not. tliat he should iove her? The feeling'

•'l''''i >" the depths of his hi'art cimid hut <:ro\v >tronp'r
'ii; \,y da;,-. Dt-sire and pain and hope and meditation, in
'il< ni e and repose, weiv filling- up .\thana.-e"s sord to llie hrim ;

•' ''; hour added it^ drop. .\> his mmisc.- came to the aid of
!!: I'jination and widened the inner horizon. .Mile. Cormon
! Mile more and more aw-e-in.-pirin.ir, and he ^ivw more and
ni'Te iiinid.

The mother had .L'uesscd it all. She was a ]irovincial. and
-'•• frankly calculated the advantaps of the mateh. M!l(\
Cennon mi<,dit think herself very lucky to marr\ a voum:
'ii:!!i of twenty-three with ph'iity (d' l.rain>. a lik'T- man to
'!- 'Mitior to liis name and country. Still the oh-iac!es. .\thj!-

!i;!-"> i.o\erfy and Mile. Coi'mon"-- ap-. se.nied lo he- to he in-

- n-iountahle: tiiere was ninliini: tVr it that s!;e ((Uild see hut
h:!nence. She had a policy of her ./wii. like d;; ilnu .piier and
tlie ('he\alier de \'aloi- : she was on the lookout for her oppor-
vi^niy. waitinj:. with wits sharpeneil hy self-interest and a
iiie'her's love, for the propitious moment.

'M' the rhevalier do ^'alois. .Afme. (.'ran-or, had no sng-
e whillv.ever : du r.ollXjUiel' she -till ei-rdil-d with vieW-S
ihe hidy. alheit Mill', {'ormoii l-.ad <.!:. .• refii...,] him. An

-' M :"ld -eeret enemy. Mine. (Irail-uU did tile ,-\-c.,;itractr,r

imi'ild harm lo >erve the' son to whom >he liail not spoken a

>f 8 I

f
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U -J

if

word. AftiT tlii^. \'. !i(i iliM's not kc the imiKirtaiU'i' .,f S!ii.

zaniic's lie niicc coiiiid.il to Minr. ( i r:i ii.-on ? Wliat a wi^ajmn

put into the I'.aiids of the cliaritalilc tn'a>tinT of the Maternity

I'und ! \\"\Y dniiiircly ^iio would cairy the talc from hou^c

io liou-i' M'\:ru she aslvcd for .--uhycriiition.s for tlui chaste

.Suzanne I

At liii- particular tnotiicnt Alliana<c was ]icnsivcly sitliti.'

Willi ]]'> clLow on l!ic talilc, l.alain 'ii/ a siioon on tju^ od'^c of

the ciMpjv howl liefore hiiM. lie lookc(l with iiii.-~cein"' ('ve<

round the poor rm m. o\rr tho walls coNci-.'d with an old-

fashioiinl paper only .cii in wiiie-shop^, at the window-cur-

tains ',\iili a che.--hoa!d jiaiiern of pink-and-wiiite squares, at

the red-hrick i!i •. i!;e .-^traw-hottonud chair?, the paiiUeil

wooden -idehoaid. i!;e ,L:]a.-s door that opened into the kitchen.

A^^ he sal I'acii'LT his nioiher and with hi.s hack to tlic lire, and

as the llrephice \\a- a!i:in-t eppo.-ite tlic door, the first tliine

whicli cai;uhl Suzanne'.- eye> was hi- pale face, with the liulit

from till' -treet window falliii;: full !;pon it. a faci' framed i;;

dark h.air. and eye- .. ii!i the ;:ieain of de.-jiair in tiu'in, and ,i

fever kindled hy ihe ii;oniinu''s thou.iijlits.

The '.MM-etle -ui'ely kno\- < hy instinct tlie pain and sorrow

of love: at the si-ht of .\thanase. slic felt that sudden electric

thrill whicli comes v,c know not whence. We cannot explain

it; ,<onie stronL;-.mindeil pci-.-ons deny that it exists, hut many
a woman and many a man ha- fdi thai shock of .-ympatliy.

7t is a lla-h, liLditiiiL"- up the darknc; - of the future, and at the

same time a present inieni of the pure jov of lov(> -liareil hv

two .-olds, and a certainly that th'- other too uiidcr-tand-. It

is more like the -t rom.'-, -u''e iinii-li of a master liand upon the

c]a\M'r of il'c -cn-e.- than anytldiiL;- cl-i'. I-]\-es are liveted hv

an M'resi.-lihlc fa-cination, hearts are irouhleil. the mu^ic of

jov riitirv iii tin' ears ami thrills tlie -oul : a voice cries, 'it is

he'" .\ie! I hen— then verv likelv. ivilei;ion throw- a douche

of cold \'aier over all thi< turhulent eiiioti(.n. and there i- an

end of it

In a (nonti'tit. -v, ift ,-is ;i clari of ile^uder. a hroad-ide of

Hew thouelits poured in upon 8n7.anue. .\ jiehtniiiir tla.-h of
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!.'.. Kuniid tlio Weed- whioli Iiad -pninu up in dis-ipation
;!;:.| AMminmiss. Slie saw all that slic was Id^iiii; l,v hiiu'liting

L' r iiainr uitli a lie. tlir (Ii-m .ra! ion, the dcLTrailatioii of it,

(•!:iy la-l <'vciiin^r this i, ],.,•, h..,,! l„vn a jV.kr. now ii ua< !ik.> a
1,. r.v -ciiiciicc passed upon her. She recoiled hefuiv her sue-
r. --. lliit, after all, it was (pijii' iinpo,.il,|e that artvthinir

•',.'ii!d r.iine of this meel in,L:' ; and thi' thouirht of Aihana-eV
•.v\y. and a va'xue liope of niakini: money and coniin'.r haek

;:"iii I'aris with hotli hands full, io siy. "[ loved von all aloim'"
r late, if you will ha\e it so— dried up the helii'tieent (low.

!;-• .miliitioiis daiiKel a>ked -hyiy to -peal< for a moment with
M:!.''. (iran-oii. who took lua- into her lu'd'ooni.

Viiicn Suzanne eanie out a,L'ain -lie h oked nin-o more at
-ilM.iia-o. il,. was Hill .-iltiii- in ihe aiiie altitude. She

I ii.'ki-d haek her tears.

A- for Mnio. (iran-on. s!ie wa- radi.n,!. Sho had found a
It rnlilo weapon to um' a;jaiii.-i du i'.ou^ipiicr at last : slie could
li'Ml liiii! a deadly hlow. So ^l;,. |>roiui-c<l i|.e poor victim of
v.hi.tion i!m. >iipp(u-t of all the laih, - m\u> -uh-criln d to the
M.ii'raity fund. She forc-aw a dozen call- in pro^pc-t. in
•-" ' >'' fl' the niornijiLr am! afternoon >l:e wouhl conjure
c'v>!i a lerrilic storm uinui the oM.Tly !,a.-|;oior"< h.'ad. 'The
' '.'\alirr de \'a!oi-; eertaiidy fon^aw tin- mrn that matter^
vu :v iiki ly to tako. hut he had not e\]ic( ted anvlhiui; like [he
•il ' Mit of xandal that eanio of it.

"We an' piiiiLT to dine with Mil-. Coiiiion. you know, dear
i' 'V. Slid Mme. (Ii'an-o.n: "tako rather nioro pain- witli vour
'';;" -I'^iiice. it is a nii-laki' to iK^^lect yoiii' drc-- a- vou d.,

;

}<<'i look -o un:' !v. Till ,,n your he-t frilled -hirt and vcu,
-^'"'1 cloth eoai. I l;avo my reasons." -In- added, with a

!' -lerioiis air. ".Nnd hc^idi-s. thiav ,, ill he a -real manv
[" I'le: Mile. Cirnion i- lyoini,' tu the j'reh.iudet dircetlv. if

:i
;

'nni: man i- ihinkimr id' marrxim:-. he ouehi to make hiin-
^' ' ii-reeahlc m i \( rv pn— !!,!,. wav. If -irl- unnld nnlv tell

!^:" liinh. my iio\, deal- me' you would he -!!i'in'i<ed at the
^ '''- 'h'!t ia!-e tlirir r,;ncv. ii i- ..f;- n (piiie enouirl, jf ;,

.•uiiuT man ride> \,\ at the head of .i companv of artillery, or

i
•

Ii:
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come? (o ;i (i.iiuc in n i^uit of clotlics tlial fii- lilni |>as^;ililv

Well. A ctTliiin way of rarr. iiiL' the head, a inclaiiflioly atti-

tiulf, i.-; crKa!,!:!! to set a ,-irl itiia,L:iiiin,u- a whole lifo; wc'imvnt
a roniaiKi' to suit the Ikto: nflcii he i< oiilv a .-tu|ii(l vonn^r
man, bin tin' mai-ria-c i- rii.hle. 'I'akc notice of M. d.. \'a!oi^

^tudv liini, i'o[)y liis niaiiiH'r>: s^c hdu lie look-; a! ca-c ; he \r\<

not a conMraiiird in.uMicr. a- }(.ii \\n\<\ And talk a little;

any (Uic niii^ht tliink that yo-.i knew notliinir at all, yon that

know llehrew hy heart.
""

Atliana.-i' lieai'd \\ry .-ii!:nii--iv.!y. Inii he looked .-iirpriscl.

lie rose, t,,ok hi- cap, and weiii hack to his work.
"Can inolhi r have L:ue.>.-ed my ^elret !-" he tinaiuht, as he

went round h\ the jfue dii Va!-,\ol)le where ^[lle. Corninn
lived, a little jde.i-iiiv in v.hieh he indul,L''ed of a inontii!_'.

His head was sv.ariiiin;.;- v.iih minantie fancies.

"How little .-he thnik- lli;ii -nin;_^ [-ast her !iou.-e ar inis

moment is <i yie.mu- i';,ni wIm. v.ouM love her dearlv, ai.a be

trui' to her, and ne\ei- ea;\-e her a sin«:lo care, and leave her

fortune entirely in hei' ,,v n hands I Oh me! what a siran.'e

fatality it is that we two >;iould live as we do in the same town

and within a few paces of e;ich other, and vet iiotliinir can
brin^' us aiiy nearer I How if I spoke to her to-ni',d)t?"

i\leanwliile .Suzanne went linnu. to her mother, thinkinir the

while of poor .Vlhana-e. I'eelinL;- that for him she c(,uld find it

in her heart to do v, h.-it many a woman must liavo longed to

do for the one heloved \, ith superhuman stnniLTtli: she could

have made a sieppinL'--stone of |;er hi'auliful body if so he

might come to his kingdom the sooner.

And now we must enter the house where all tlie actors in

this Scene (Suzanne i xcepted) were to meet that very even-

ing, the house belon-ing to the old maid, the convercing
j)oint of so many interests. As for Suzanne, that young
woman wiih her well-i:rown !)eauty. wiiii eourasre sufTieient to

burn her boats, like Alexander, and to begin the ha clo of life

vith an unealled-ftir sacriliee of her character, slie now dis-

appears from tlie stage aftt r bringing about a violently escit-

II
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int: situation. Ilor wisiios, moroover, w-vr niDrc than ful-

liHod. A few days afterwards sho left her native place with a

vti'ck of money and line eiotlies. inehidiiiii; a suiierb fxrecn rop

i:.iv. II and a green iionnet lined with m^e color. M. de \'a]ois"

^U'. whieii Suzanne liked heiter llian anyihinir el-e, iietler

(Mil than the Maternity Society's niomy. If tin Chevalier

iiad ;iene to Paris while Suzanne was in her hey-day, she

w.iiiid ii^-nredly have lei, all for him.

.\tid -o this chaste Susanna, of whom tlu' elders scarcely

hiiii iiiore than a jrlinijjse, settled herself comfortaMy and
i,'.|'i t'iilly in ^ari^, while all .\leni;on was deploriii;: llie mis-

f'irtinir> with which the ladies of tli" Charitahle and Mater-

nity Sncieties had manifested ^o live!, a i-ynijiathy.

While Suzanne inijrht he taken as a type of tlie hand>ome
Nnriiian virgins who furnish, on the .-howing <<{ a learned

['!i\-irian, one-third of tiie suj)ply devoured hy the monster,

raii,-, .-he entered herself, and remained in those higher

i'ranrlie- of her profession in which some regard is paul to

iipiiiiirances. In an age in which, as M. de Valois said,

"U'Miian has ceased to he wonuin," slu' was known merely s

Mill'', du Val-Xohle: in other times she would lunc rivaled

an linperia, a Khodope. a Ninon. One of the mo-t distin-

^.'iu^IiimI writers of the Kestoration took her under his ])rotec-

tinii, and very likely will marry her some day : lie is a journal-

i>t. and ahove puhlic opinion, seeing that he creates a new one:

' VI ry >ix years.

ill almo-t every prefecture o{ tin -econd magnitude there

is Millie salon freipienti'd not exactly liy the cream of the local

>'" ii'ty, hut hy iiersonages liotli considerahle and well consid-

t n d. The host and liostos prohaiily will lie among the fore-

ii;"-i people in the town. To them all iuui.-es are open: no

'nMriainment, no jiuhlic dinner i> uiven, inn they are asked

" it : liiit in th(ir salon you will not meet the '/'/;> ') rlintrnii—
."''!- of the manor, peers of France living mi their hroad

a'-re-. and jicrsons of the highest <|uality jn th.c department.

tiioii<:!i these are all on visitiiiix terms with liie family, and
'.Aclian-ie invitations to dinners an I evening [lartie-. The

I
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mixed .-'K-irtV in lie fdlllld tlicrc usllilllv (•()tl>i-ts (if tho Ir^-rr

nobU^M' nsidi III in ihc lowii. with tiic dcruy Mnd judicijil

iiutlmrilio. Ii i-; nil inll'i.'ni i;il ,'i--i'iiiliia,Lrc. All the uit and
si'ii,-c of till' di.Mrict i> <"ii(cmiMlcd ill its solid. im|)rc|i'iiti,,iis

riiiik.v I'iMTvl.iidy ill till' M'l knows thr exact sMiinuiii of hi.

iiei,:.dilior".~ iiKMimr, and profi .--(> liic iiuno.-t iiiditrcreniM. to

div-,- and luMirv. trillcs lidd to lie innv cliildisli vanitv coiii-

paivd with i!ic ai-.|uisitiiin ef a iiinin Imir it haufs—a |KH-kci-

Iiamlkci-chicf of .^.iinc ten or a do^i'ii acivs. pnrclia-i'd afl.r a-

inaiiy \car,-. (>[ [londrriiiu- and inlri.u'iiin-- and a i>rodi-i(_.ii>

deal ol di|i!onia(_v.

I n-liak( n in its [irijmli.M s uIiciIht L:ood or ill. iIk^ i-n\:-vi<'

K"!'- on ii> way uiilionl a look lirforc or hrliind. N'otlnr..'

from Tai-is i> allowed t.i pa.-s without a jirolon^'d scrininv;

iiiiiovalioiis arc ridiculous, and (•on>ols jind caslinicrc shawN
alikc olijcciioiialilc. I'l'oviiicials read iiolliinix ami wi>!i i-i

learn iioiliin;:: for tiiein, .-cicnrc, liicrainre. and nicchan'r.il

inveniiou aiv as the tliin_r- thai is not. If a prcf-ct dor- unt

suit their notions, they do ili.ir hc-t lo have hint reinovnl;

if this cannot he done, they i>(jlale hini. So will vou .-ce the

inmates ..f a heelii\e wall uo an intruding- snail with wax.

Finally, of the -ossip of the -almi. hislory is made. Veani:
married women put in an appearance there oceasionaily

(lhou<rh the card-tahle i> the one iv-ource) that their coinhi.t

may he stamiied with the approval of the coterie and their

social >ialu,-- conlirmed.

Xative susceptihilities are >onietlines wounded hv the -u-

premacy of a sin^ile hou>(., hut the n-t comfort tii'iii-elw^

with the thou-ht that they .sive the evpeiHe entailed hv the

posiiioii. Sometimes it happens that iioniiecan airord tok.'t!-

open house, and then the iiitrwi.irs of the ]daee look about tlieiii

for some harnilcs- peison wiiose eJiaracter. ]iosition. and s-,:;'

standinLT olVcr jruarantees for the iieulralitv of the L:i-oiii:':

and alarm iiohody"- vanity or self-intere>t. Thi.~ had invii :'

ease at .Mcneon. j-'or a loii<r time jia-i the hest .soeietv of /
town has heeii w.mt to a>-^emhle in the h.ui-o of the old ine^i
!) fore mentioned, who little su; vcted Mnie. Granson's dc-

II f I
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vi_'n- in Ikt fortune, nr tlic sccrft Impc-: i,|" iIk. (wd cMitIv

[di \.r\nv< who Imvc jii>t liccii uiuiiii^kt'd.

M'lf. Ciii'iiion \\a> Mine. <iiMn>nii'< I'durih ciiu-iin. Slie

liv.'l \\\\]\ liiT mother's hivith^r. ;i ~oiiietiiiie \ iear-i'dU'r.-il dt"

til' '>i-hn|irie (if St'iz: >hi' hml hern \\f\- nin'lc'-. wanl. aii'l

T\niiM nrie (lav inherit lii- fnrlinie. itu-c Marii' X'ictoirc

I'.iriM'.!: \\a.s llie la.-t reprc-eiilativc of a him-e wiiich. |i!i'hciaii

t''"!iL;h it \\a>. liaci n^.-neiated am! nfli !i ailicil il^elf with the

T!'iii!e--i'. and rankcil aini>n!r the (iide>! faniilii'^ in th.c prov-

iiiM-. Ill fnriniT times th'' ('urmon- had hn-n inicndants of
:' d;iili\ of Aleii'-on. and hiad i;'i\i'n a 'j'oodly immhei' of

ii:,i.'!-i rate- to the lieiieh. aiid se\eral lii-hop< to the ('hureh.

M, di' Spoiide, Mile. rormoiTs maternal Lifanilfathor. was

!•
.

ii d hy the nohlesse to the Siate--( leina'al : and M. ( 'ornion.

ii' r fat!icr. had hceii asked to reieoent the Tliird l-'.-talc !iut

r.'iihir of them accepted the rcspi>n<iiiility. I'or the last

'criHiry. the danirhters of the licmse had married into the

]:<''. families id" the province, in such sort that the ('ormons

\r. re iirafieil into pretty nearly every fi-enea'oirical tree in the

i]ii(h\. No hiiru-her fami'v eanie «o Tiear heiiii;- iiohle.

Tile holl-e in which the IM-e~e71t Mile. Cormoll lixi'il had
r. '..-r iia--ed oiit of the family since it was huilt icv' I'ierre

'';!i!e!i in th(> roiLi'n of Henri !\'.;andof al' the ohl maid's

\w"'(i'.- possessions, this one a|>pea!ed mo-t to the lm'cim] of her

»!'!' riy -iiitors; thonLdi. so far from hrin'j-iii'.r in money, the

.•iii'i-ti-.al home of the Cormon- wa- a po.iti\(' e\peii-e to its

ev, '11 r. I'.nt it i~ such an tmn-n.al thinu'. in the vcrx- centre of

a 1 ell 111 r\- low II. to find a hmi-' hand-ome with* 'it. con\etiieni

v. ii'iiri. and free from mean >iirrouiidinL;-. that all .\'eiii;on

~'i;ircd the ferlimr of envy.

T'' old mansion stood exact'y half-way douti the I'ne dn
\ 'Af'ile. Tlir ViiI-XuliI:-. as it was called, proh.aiilv iiccaiisi!

' I'.rillante. the little stream wliieh ilows thrmmh the town.

'li- h.ejliiu-ed out a little vallcv for itself in a dip -d' the land

i' "eal'inits. The most noliceahle t'<'atnre of the house wa< '

s

' -~~ive arehiteetnre. of the <tyle introd'icod from Italy hy

Miitie de' ^rodici ; all the eoruer-stones and faein<(s were cut

'J^
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with (liainoii<]-.-.lui|ii<l hussc-;, in spite <>f tlic ilillifultv of work-

in;,' in tlif ^Tiiniir nf ulii.li it is huilt. It was a two-storic]

liousc witli 11 virv !iii:]i-|nt(lic(] ruof, and a row of (ioniiir

windnus. caili with its carved tvmiianinn standing: jiirtur-

('S(jiicly cndiiLdi alinvi' the lead-lined |iaraj)et with its urnu-

mcntal Kaln-trade. A ;,'rntes(|ne ^'ar;.'<>yle, the head ol" >im«

fantastic Imdyle-- iiea-t, diseliar^ied liie rain-water llirmiL'li

its jaws into the ^tree; helnw, wliere irreat stnn.' slali-. piiTivd

with five holes, were placed to receive it. Kaeli ^'altle termi-

nated in a leaden fiiiial. a sIlhi that this was a InirLrher's Ik.iki'.

for nolle iiiit iioiilc- hail a riLdit to put up a weatlKTcock in

olden times. To riLrht and left <d' the yard stood the stahles

and the coach-hoii-e: the kitchen, laiiiiclry. and wood-slicd.

One of the leaves of the Lrri'at ;:ati' umm] to stand open; so

that pa>sers-hy. lookin,<: in tliroii,L;ii the li-tle low wicket with

the hell attached, could see the parterre in the middle i>f a

spacious
I

ived court, and the low-clijiped privet Iied'j-cs wlii'ii

marked out miniature liorder- full of nuuithlv roses. rl..vo

{:rillitlower>. scahious. and liliis. and .Spanish hroom : as v.cl!

as the laurel hushes and poniei.'-ranales and invrtlos which
^'rew in tuhs ]>ut oin of dnor> for the summer.
The scrupulous iioatiiess and tidiness of the plarr .ii'iit

have siruck any siiMnu'er. and furnished liim with r ohie to

the old maid's character. The mistress" eyes nuir-t have hooii

unem[)Ioyei]. careful, and jiryin"-; less, perhaps, from anv
natural i)ent. than for want of any occupation. Who hut an
elderly spinster, at a loss how to fill an alwavs emptv dav,

would have insisted that no lila.h' of <rra<s should show "itM'if

in the paved courtyard, that the wall-tops should he scoiird.

that the hroom should always he htisy. that the roach should
never he left with the leather curtains undrawn? Who else,

from shi'cr lack of other emj)loynier't. could liave introduced
somcrhini: like Dutch (deanliness info a little province be-

tween rcrche. \(.rmandy. and Brittanv. where the natives
make hoast of thdr crass indifference to comfort ? Tne Clic-

vali(»r Tiewreliinlied the steps wdthout rcllectin-j inwardlv that

the house 'vas fit for a peer of France: and du Bousquier simi-
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Inlv ("ti id' red lIlMt tlic MilVnr of A It'll, nil nll.;lit t(l Hvf tllOH'.

A l:';i>- il'inr at t!u' t<i|) of the lli;:lii of .-icps <:ii\i' iidiiiit-

ta.Mi . to n\\ antc'-fhiiiiilicr li<,'lilril liv ii mtuhiI l'1;i-- iluur (i|.|in-

-;:, ;i!mi\c ii ciirri^iiondiii;,' lli;:iit of >lr|i> li.iilin;;- into llir

-.jni' 11. 'I'lii^ part of ihi' lioii>c, a kind of ;:aliiTV lloorrd wiili

>.i!i;iri' nd liii's, ami wainscoted to i'llpo\\-li(ii,dit, was a Iios-

ji.!,i! liT iinaliil family |iortrait> ; oiii. here jnid llirrc li.id lo-t

;iii . \t' or .-ii,«taiiifd injury to a .-iioiildir. aiioihiT -tnod wilii a

placv where his hat should ha\e heen. yet aimlhiTIII the

lere cloaks, clo''-;. f)\crsiiot':I :".-l a lei,^ l)y anipiitation.

• i ilinlircllas were left : e\eryhody de|io-iled hl~ heloll^^n^fS

l!ie aiile-chaiulH'r on hi,> ari'ixal, and took them a;:ain at

ijeparlure. A Ion;;- heiich was set a;:ain>t either wall for

-er\;iiits who came of an eM'tiim: v.iili their lanterns to

;i lioiue their nia.-ters and nii>tre«>es, ii mi a ti'j; >lo\e was
-it ;n the middle to miti^^ate the icy lila>t.- which swept across

,r-:ii iloor to door.

T'ii> i:allery. tiieii. divided the irrouiid tloor into two equal

!;.'•-. The staircase rose to the left on the sidi' nearest the

' 'i.!'t\ai'd, the rest of the space lieiii'i tai\e,i up hv tin' ^'reat

I'li'iiiT-room, with its window- iookim: out upon the ^'ariieii,

ai'l a panlrv iievond, which coininunicatcd with the kilcheii.

liie riirht lav ti le saio 11, lighted h\ foiir windows, and a

oi smaller rooms hcNoml i t.a 1 loiKloir u Inch j.'a\i' upon
til'' L'ardeii, and a room which did duty as a studv and looked

min til,, courtyard. There was a complete suite of rooms on
tiic tirst floor, Itesiiie the Ahhe de Sponde's apartments; while

iiv eiioui:h. iiad lom;.'' attic story, in all prohahility rooi

IPC heen <nven over to tho tenancv of rats and mice Mill

iiion 11 -e(] to report their nootiirnal exploii- lo the (' !leva-

licrde \"alois, and marvt! at tlio futility of all measures taken

ii'.Minst them.

Tiie ;:arden. about half an a;Te in extent, was iioundcd hv
the P.rillante, so calleil from t' le mica -pan,Ldes which ir'iiter

in Its hed : not, however, in the Val-Xohle, for the ma
fi'ii.rers and dvers of Alencon pour all their refu-se into t!i(

nu-

1,

Sll,il!< iw stream before it reaches this point; and the opposite

Wa'
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!•> Tin; .ii;Ai.<irsii:s or a < nt n i hv town

liaiiK, ;]< ;ii\\:i\.- li:i|i|MtH \\ in'ii'N iT ii >lri,iiii |);i--i> tlin.iirh
;i

tiiuii. u;i~ line. I uiili lioiiM's wliiTi' viirinu- lliir-tv iiitlii.-irk'ii

wtre riiiTHil nil. I.iickily. Mile. (
'< inm )n'- iniulilinr.. wt rr ,il|

"I' llifiii ijin. I I raili-m,-ii a K.iLri-. a fullir. ami uin' or luo

caliiiHi-iii.il.i r-. Hit -ardcn, full nf nli]-ra-liinii(M| lldu.r-,

iialiifall\ (iiiji'il in a hrrar^-. Iiy \',a\ >>i' a (|aa\. willi a ,-hnr'

lli;:lii <'{' -icp- i|u,vii ti) ilic uali r"- nl-r. 'I'rv In piriiin il|.'

u.ill-ll.iui ]-
}. i'..u iiiu III M'ii'-aii.|-\'. Iiiir -la/.i'il jar- aluii:.' ;';,•

1 liii-'i'i'l' I'V thr n\cT. Iir!i(,i,| a -haily ua!k In ri-lil and \v>i

''i'ii'':il li liir -|iiarr.rli|i|.((|
I i iiic-1 r. i -, a iH I \ oil will lia\i' -.i|ii.'

iil'a nl a M(iic lull I,
I' iiii|iiviiniliii_'- (•liiTrl'iiliii'-~ jirnl -iiijir

llalii|lill!il \ : Mill can -I •
I l.r \ i.u- of liciillclv liuiiiliic life a lull,'

till- "|i|'n-iii' liaiik. liif ;|iiainl iinii-r.,, ill,' ii-ickliiiLr -inaiii t.l'

lli<- i'.iillaiilr, tlir -ardni i!mH'. tli,. Imdi'ii walks uinlrr iip-

;rard< ii ualU. and llir \ciiiTaMf limiii' Iniill l.v the CiM'niun-.

Iluw |Mari-l'iil. linu i|iiir( it \\:\>'. I T ! Iicrc w a- no o-tcniatinn.

llii'iv \\a- iiu||iiii_r iraii-iiiMT, (•\cr\iliinu' .-fiaiit'd to la-i f^'-

('Vfp llicrc.

I'lii' .L;i'<iuiid-tliiur rdoni-. llirn f.in', wriT ;:i\cn nvrr |.>

-'"'ill I1-' '• ^ oil III. allied tlio alli|o-|illi'n> of llic I'roMIiir.

••I'l'i' III- iinalirraMc I'rox im v. Tli" -ivat -i|uar('-.-lia|)rd .-aimi,

^\iili il- lour di o|-.> and I'oiir window-, wa- niodi'-ilv uaiii--

'"'''1 ''^iili iar\.d paiicU, and painiod 'jwiy. On ilio uni!.

•i'"'\'' llic >!n.i;ii' ohji.iii;- i',;iror on iho iliiiiinc\-jiii'r i' ih'-

llonr>. in nioiiorliroiao, wi r.- n-lna-iiiu' i" llio dav. For th;-

jiarl iciilai- >l\ lo of ilnora! i,iii. w liii h u-i d to info-i ih,' -pno-
al'o\o do(,|'-, ih,. arti-l".- iii\oiiii(,n d.\ i>od the itrrnal Sra-nii-

wliiidi niivt yoiir cvi- alnio,-l anvuIaTc in rontral France, till

Von loailic i!;i- ddc-laldc ('ii|iid-. ciija-cd in rcapinir, -kaiiiii.'.

sow in;- -K.N. ..r llinuiinr llowciv a!M,iit. l^vcrv window \.,i-

ovi-rarchcd wiili a >nrt of !)aldacliin with ^vvvn damask cur-

tain- drawn liai-k with cords and Ini-o la-cls. The tapc-trv-
i-o\o|vd fniiiiiurc. with a darn here and iIhto at tiic cdi:c- .\f

tlic chair,-, hcloii-vd (h.-tiiictly to that period (d' the oi.irlitci'iiih

(('iitnrv wiici) >!irvc> and conlonion- v,. r(> in the vcrv heiLrhr

of fa-hion: the frames were painted and vaiiii-hed. the sub-

jeets ill the iiiedanioiis on the haeks were taken IVoin La Fell-
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I'l'-ir r;inl-t:ilil.'-. a ImMi' f. r |'!,|iict. ;ini! aiKiilii r t',ir

it|i llic iiimii ii-i' .-|i,ici'. A I'lM-Iv cPN^iiil

nifil ill -rcrii '.'.Mi/c. Imihl: Mi~|i<'it.l^ i| t'l'm.. thi'

:il I i'n--.lic,iiii which (h\ii|i'il ihi' rnlin.'. thf niilv

MM. II llllcil

r. -liriii

iliiiu' ill till' !i(iii-c. I'w., iii'am-lifil lamllc

n(i> the wall alifi\c il

(Piiif~

II' climiiiiv-inrii'. vUii'iT a

• hli' Sr\ri'- \a-i'- -Indil nil 'ilhiT t-xU' < 1

1'

a ici|>|M r

, \ihMh ri'|in-('nirii a -irii'- la!;rri IVimii /.i lh\,,i'iir

, : ••f "I' ihc pi'iiihijiiii; - |H.|iiilaril \ nf Siilaiiir"- work.

h -'-I' a uriiiip 'if III" Ic-- than cIi'mh li-iirr-. t'Hur iiirhf>

!
'' -TtiT iliirrL.MII''- Ipilll jaijail .-..(irii Il ii'i a L' iiani nl

\ lii'r a \iiiiim )ii'r-ui!. -uiiiiiiiiiu' ill iln' fnri'i^r.iiiiiil,

lr.-~ rf|u-ir\c. 'I'hi' hiari!; am! Ilri ifuw \wri' i.f the

and -l\li'. 'I"hf luu;-,' n rciit raiiiil', piirt rail>

—

inl three [la.Mrls liv Lalniir ailuriu-il1 lira I ill- a

I

it paiii-N

; ,! -Ill

liv. |iaii'-lii! I'luiri'ly in nM laripuT uoriv. ml ami
il. v.n'ilil ha\i' ri'lrliiil Taliiiliai- -iim- a dw \<:\v-

ni'iii'iii wa- a- lar a- |iii"ili|i' tmiii Mi-|i(riiiiir

.',-
\ I'.m- : hill if >hc hail hmi nll'i-rnl a llinii-aml i-rnuii- for

^•!'> I'.iii'l, sill' wmiM mil lia\i' |iarlril wilh a -iiii^ii' lUii". It

i.'i' ! jiart III' hri- ".-y-tci!! to alter iiMlhiiii:. aiul cmtvuIhto
;i . !ir.,\ iiiri-. the iielli I' III ailee-Irai hnanl- i- \iT\ -tnillLr.

'!'!, h'liidi.ir. never ii-iil. ua- liiini: wiili ihe iiiil-ia.-hiinieil

i'.)\'A -i> iiiiieh rim after imuaiLp.- ii\' amateurs of the

inha'i.air ~I\ le. a< It IS ea lied.

t;.- i! iinnu-room was paveij wuii lihiek-aml-\i liile stone

'\ ll'it heell ceiled, hilt the j'ol>t> and heaiil- Were paillti

.1:'1''[ lininil the walls, heiieatli a 11

.1,',

owi'i-ei! t rei:i-.. [lainied in

'"1 the portentous. niarlile-tiiii|ied -nlehoariU. in-

in the warfare wa'ied in the |iri>\inre- ai;ain~t the

.\w r- of di-(-iion. The eliair< were cane— caled and

iriii-!ie.l. the doors of nniioji-hed walnut wood. |-",\i-r\ ihiiiLr

'!!i!i!<ud adniiraliK' to eoni|ilete the ^.'ellera! elTeel. ihe old-

air of ihe holive wil hm .•iiid V\ I ihi.iit. T! Il' |irovmeial

Miii • !i;id jn'e-erved all a~ il had alway- lieeii : imthin'; M'as

!' "f ,iM. voiiii'j- or decrepit. You fell a seusi! ui' cuilly

]:: -..11 ,V('J'\ wlicre.

vi
]

em
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Auy foiiri-i in I'>ritliitiy. \oriii;iiiiiy, .Miiiiir, or Atiji.h nui^
hii\f .-(I'll -(iiiir liiii;-(. iiinri' up lr-- liKc tlii- id Mill' or ntlur

|)n>\ iiiiiiil Imuii; I'mI' iln' \\;,\i\ d.. l'(.rnif,|i uji- in it- u.iv a

MTV |i;iMiMii ;:iiil iii'ulrl nf liiirLiliff imii-c's i.viT a l;ir:,'c ji:irt

• if I'iMll'f, ;ill<l till' liittcf ilr-rr\r- ;i [ililcr i tl this clirnmcli'

l''i;ill-i' ll I- ;it "iIHr ;l iiilllllliIlt.i|-V (HI tllc IimtltHT-i nf ih,.

plllrr Mllil the (•\|in-~|,in ><( it- ii! 'il-. will) docs nut f'rl,

rvcn now. Iinw imii h ili.. hi',, uilliiii llicold ualls u;i-; one ,,f

lii'.'ict'fiil I'l'iiiini?

h'lir siicli liliiar\ a- tln' lioii-i' [)o,^,.--riI \ou niiist li.-ni' (!,-

M'I'IkIciI I'allliT lirlow ill,' |,\,! nj" tllc [{rilhllltc. Tllcrc -IimhI

a so!iill\- (•!;i-j)crl ojik-liniind coiicction. imnc ilic wor-c. nav.

rather the hcttcr. for a thick coatin;.' nt' ijii-l ; ji collcctinn

kc|it a- cari'l'iillv a- a ciilcr-LTnw in^' di-trict is wont ti) keep

the |if<i(liic|v of ilic |.rc--cs (,t" IJurLMmily. Toiirainc, (iii-.i ;iv.

ami the SniitJi. Here were works full of native force, .-itii

r\i|Uiritc (|iia!itie-. with an addi d [icrfninc of aiitiijiiitv. N-
line will iiii|i(irt |"inr wine- when the co>t id' carriairc i» vu

heavy.

Mile. <'iii-nion"s whole circle coni.i-icd of nhout a hniKlrn!

and fifty per-on-. ( >f thc-i', -omc went into the coiinirv, -mi!.'

were ill, oih.r- from liniiic on hii-itie-s in the departiiicni, Im;

there was ;i f;iithfiil I. Mild which .dv. \ came, uidc-s Mli,..

Ciirmun ;j;i\e an i'\e,,in'j- party in form: so al-o did llin-r

pcr>ons who wrvi' honnd cJiIht hy their duties or old hahil tn

live in .\lcncoll it-clf. All tlle-e peojilc werc of ripe aL'e. A
few anioriL'- them had travel, d. Init -i-arcelv anv of thciii had

;,'onc hcyond the province, and one or two had hccn inijnicalcil

in Choiianiierie. People could h,'-in to sjH'ak froclv of ihc

war. now that reward, had com,' I,) the heroic dcfcn.lers cf

till' irood cause. M. de \'alois had Invn coiUM.riU'd in the jn^t

risinL'. wlien the Maripii^ dc Montaiiran lost his life, !„-

trayed hy his mistress: and ^^arehl-f|-'^(.r^(^ now pcacefullv

liriviiiL-- a L'razier'- tra,l,' hv tiic hank- .,f the Mav.'mi,'. !-i'l

made a famon- nam,' for liim-^elf. M. de y.-dois. dnrin'.' th.e

past si.\ month-, had -iippli,'d the key to spvcr.-.l shrewd trick-

playcd oil" upon liulot,, the „ld Ilqnihlicuu, commander uf a



.?*.>*!:

TllK JK.\i,orsii:s or .\ coi ntuy town )i>

'i ' !• u.is tfilk- >( llulc, y\ III till'

(

(,uriir\ -ill. .*

Til.' u.iiiicri iii.nlr littk |)iv|, •[.,, of (Ir,'-.. i\(.[.i mi W.-d-
ri'-!.i\< wiicii Ml!.'. Cortiion

, .i\.' ;; .Imn.T piirlv, an. I la.'^t

'••"'
~ •_'ii.-t- (•: t.i pji\ tli.'ir "m-ii ..f (Iii:<'-ti'.ii."' On

W..iii. -.!av .'v.niii;: ilic nxun- wen- lill.'.l. Cn.-t- ami visitor-*

'ii'i' I" ^''I'l 'I' --; litir ami iIi.tc a w.nii.in bronoht
1
: I- ' nillinj: or Ik r ta|.(>tr\ ui.rk. atnl -niii.- _\oiiiil' ia.li.- iin-

l.i'i«!iini:Iy <lri'W iialt.'rn< fur /mini ,l'.llni',on. Iiv wliicli ttn-v

-ii'iHTicd tlicni-. lvf>. Aiiii l.rniiL'lit tlicir \vi\,s li.raiiso
ii'!v u:is -n f,.\v \,,iini: tVllcu, tli.T.'; nn \vhi,[Mr .•nil. I pas^i

i:i!i •iir.d. ami tii.rcfdiv thciv wa- im .lan;:.'r ..f |..\.-niakinj,'

f r iiiMi.l ..r iiiatn.n. Kvcry .A.'iiini: at m\ n'.l.i.k tli.' l.-hhy

u:h li!|, .1 uiiji .irlick- ..f ,|ivvs with >iirk-. cl.Mk^. ami lan'-

I' Ml- liwrv line \va- -o u.-ll a(i|iiaiiil<'.l. tlir ru-tdiii- of the
'" ' *''• -" priiiiiinf. ili;ii if liv any . hamc the Aid).' df
>!"'n.l,' \,a« in ih.' liiiH-thv walk, and Mllr. ('..rnion in her
''" "I- 'K'ilh.'r .!.>-. .!tc the iii.iid i),,f diinpiclm the iinm ilioii^'ht

i' I'Mi-.iry to mturni tlicni .d' the arrival <d' visitors, 'i'lu-

l;ri .Miiiir waitcl till <<>uf •<]:< cUc arrivr.l: and wiicn ihcv
!ni)-ii'i. d players Millici.'iilly for wlii-t i.r l.u-turi. tli<' ;raiiif wiis
' ni uithont \vailin_' fi.r lli.' AM..'- dc Spmid,. or ^[ad.'-
''•'''' ^Vlfii it isnw dark, d.w.-ttr or di.'.iuflin lironjzht
!i_!|i- a« ><.on as tile i„H rai,.. aii.l ti Id Alil..' out in tlio

^:i!'i' II. -.•.•iiiLT till, draw ini:-rnoiii windu^vs ilhiniinatfd,
k.'i-!' n. d -'.IV, ly tnujirds tin- Ikhim'. Kv^ry cvciiini: the pi-picf,

^"'-••n. and whist taid.'s uciv full, j:ivin<,' an avcra.^i' of
t«' i>i\-flvc or iliirty i.cr-on-, im-lndini,^ tli.^c who canu' to
i::^i!: hilt often there Were as many as thirty or forty, and
''•M diie.pielin took candles into the Mudy and the ii..udoir.

' ' "11 ei^rht and nin.' at ni.L^ht the servants heiran to illl tlio

:ii!'' -' hainher; and nothin.ir short of a revolution would have
f'"iiid liny one in the salon hy ten oVloek. At that hour the
'tvi;:;, tillers of the house uei'e walkiii:: home throiiL''li the
-'••e!-. iliseiHsini: the points mad.', or keepiuir up a eonvorsa-
'i"H U'gun in the sahui. S..n,.'tim.-< the talk turned on a

* S5«t Lin Cfujuam.

It

11
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pockct-liiiudkcriliicf nf hmd ,,n which -oiiichodv Imd nii < vc

soiuetiniL'.'^ it Uii> the (livi>inn nt" nn iiihcritiiiici' jiiid disputes
amon<; tlu' Ic^Mlrc-;. or ihr piviciisiniis of the iinstocnitif set.

Vou see exactly the same thin- at i'ari.< wlieii the ihea'res
dis^or^H'.

Some pi'njdc wli,, i;ilk a <rrca; dral al)(.tit poetn and un-
derstand iiuthiiii: almiit it, ;ire wmit to fail at "(trovincial

towns and iiroviiicial way-; lait lean your foreiieai' on y „:
left liand. a- you >it with your iV.'t ou the fire-doi:<, aiuln-t
yonrelhow on your kneo. ;ind thm— ifyou have I'ullv realizni
for your.-eir the le\rl p!ca-;:nt landM-a'pc. the hou<e, the in-

terior, the folks within ii aiid their interests, interests tlial

seem ail the larirer heeau-e the mi-iUal horizon is so limited
(as a ^raiii of -'old is hratcn linn hcfwccn tuo sheets of
Jiarehnient )— tlu n a-k ynui'-df what human life is. '|'-y tn

decide between tl:c enjraver of ihc hieroglyphic hird- on an
Kiryptian ohcli.-k. and one td' tla-e f,,lk iii AliuK^on plavin-
boston through a .-cniv ,d' year< with du llou.-.piier. .M. dr
Galois. Mile, (,'iu-iiion, the rre>ident of the 'i'rii)unak 'h.'

Public i'roMrutor. tlu' Abbe de Sp,uide. Mnie. (iran.-r.n -:

liitti qu-uitl. if the daily ,und. the daily pacin.i,^ of the
>aini' tra(k m the foot.~tep> ,d' many yc-tei'dav-, is""}io| cx-
acilv happinex, ii i. -„ „;,:, i, id,,, j, ,|,.,, others, driven 1,\

(Imt of s|..r;u-to-scd day- i,, reHect on the blessings of ealni,

will siy thai It \:~ happinc-> iialced.

To -ivc the e\a( t mca>ure (d' th.e im]iorla:lee of Mill'. Cur-
luon"- >alon. ii uiil -ullice to add that du J'xmscjuier. a bnrn
.Mali-tician. computed that it> ficpanters mustered anioiii:

'i"'"i a hun.lrcd and inirty-ouc \ni.- in the electoral coHeire.
and eiu!iieen humlrcd thousand livre- of iuc<ime derived from
land- in tlie province, 'idle town id" .Meueon was not, it is

inie. ((.nihletelv reproeiiled ihere. 'Hie aristocratic section.
''"I" iii-t;!!.,., had a >a\nn of iheir own. am! the receiver-
,-eiiiaMr~ l;ouse VwH a sort of oilici.al inn kept, as in dnrv
bound, bv I he (iovernment. where evervbodv who was anvbodV
danced, liirted. tliitten>d. ftdl in love, am! supped. Oneor lui,

nncl.-o-ilied per-on. kept up the comiiiunieations bei'.,vcu
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Vi,'- ! '"I'liH'ii's -a'liii mill ilii' dtlici' I wo. 1 Ml till' < '"r:ii()t| .-jilon

I I'.!ici-i'<l all that pas-cil in ||

(1

M' ti|i|i(i,-.ri| raiiip> \ci-y .-i'Vr|-cly.

Siiiiiptii'iiis (liiiiuTs ;,MVi' r\<r lu uiifaviiralili' i-..iiiii:.;it : icrn

,inri' raii>('(l -(' 'iiim- ,!' ! nan : i ur x^nmni - liclia\ lor

il.'v-- and a nnii'. i.'is wi'rc niucli discii--

Ml!i'. Cnrniiin li'-nL;-. a- ii ni ,v, tli,' stvlc of thr lir in. ami
j!.iM'r-!:iai! iif a > ii''>in.. r • rn'. was iiii'vitaMx ih '

'
( )l J jl M I

11 .in\ ainiiilKin 'I a- llial n| the iiu r>.pu~>iui:'r nr

' 'liiNalHT lic \ aim-. To hoili tTi nilcnirn -]\f iii-aiu

in till' ('iiainliiT nf I)r|)ulic>. witli a [n.ra.v I'm- t!i

< ':i \a;.'rr. a n (i'l\ I'l'-^iMirral s pn -t for (In I )on-iini.'r.

^:\'n'\ a>iniitti'illy of the flr<i rank i~ cvi-i'v wiiit a- liani io

l^'i^'i! iiji in a conntrv town as in I'ari-. An^l ln-v \\.,~ i';r

-.i'"M ivady niailf. To niarrv Milr. Coi-ninn ua- \i> 1m- ],,;-] i.f

ii'on. "inallv. At'ianaM'. the onlv oiir of ill'' i'ipt si ii!or>

f'

:it lia.l ci'aM'il to calcnluU'. i-an'il a- iniidi for tli'' Wdinan as

r 111 r iiionoy.

\- iliiiT no! a V lio1i' straiiuv (Irania (to ll-C lllr llloil,M-n

I ill nliraso) ill th'' relative ]ii,-iiion- of tlic-c four iitinian

!'• i!^-? There is sonietliiiiL' uroti-i|Ue. i- tjuav not. in the
'!

!
of three rival s',iitor~ eai^erly i»re-.-ini: ahont an olil inaiil

^'•'-" fi'M'r "o iiMicli a- -n-]ie(te(l tlieir intention-, in

her mten.-(> ami verv na tnral ile~]re to 111

Vet altl lOllLlll. iiii.l:- lieintr so. it ninv

M' Ml an extraordinary thinir that ,~he shonh! not linvt

iiiarriiil hefore. it is not dilliinlf to exjihiin how am
"''.

ill -iiite of !ier fortune and lier three snitor.-. 'Nnie

en was still unwed.

ri'in llie first, fOl|ovi,|n the f; iniilv tradition. M!le. C
I'l-Ti liad alwa\s wi-lied to marry a

- IT-^It aTiil ITnn eircumstan

or-

nohli . hut hetwem the

e(>s were verv Tinn-h au'amst

1 have wi-lied to lie ilu' wife of a p'er-oni While >lie wonli

I i" '"nditioii. she was horrihly afrnid of ilie Revolationarv
T' itul; and the<e f. o motives wein-Jiijio- ,]\\im{ (V|nallv. -lie

-tatinnnrv. nrenrdiivr to a iw wnien 'Olds onnallv

m a sthot iVs or sfatii .\f tl -nnie time, (lie eondition

-jieiided judgment is not unpleasant for a girl, io Ion;
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I

as she feels viHin;,' and tliiuk,-; that .-he can elioose when' >lir

pleases. [?ut. as all France knows, the system of .irovernnient

iniinediatelv precedintx tlie wars of Xapoleon proi!iice(] a vaM
nuinher of widnus: ami the nuinher of lieiivssi's \va> al-

toiTi.tlier iiui (d' proportion to the nuinher (d' (di^nl)le men.
When order was restored in the cmintrv. in tlie time of tli.'

Considate. external dit!ieulti(>s made marriage as much (d' a

jirohleni a> cmt f(U' Rose Marie Victoire. ();i the one ham!,
she deidi;"<d Im niari-y an elderly man : and. on the other, dn^ad
of ridicule a::d eirciini-ian'.-es put i|!nle youn^u'- nieii out <>( t'ac

<pu'stion. In those days heads of I'annlies married their sons
as mere hoys, hecau>e in this way they escaped the conscrip-
tion. With the ohstinacy of a landed pro]irietor, madc-
moi.^elle would not hear (d' inarryiiij: a niilitarv num ; .die

had no wish to take a hn>han{l oidy to ^.Mve h:ni iiack to the

Emperor, she wished to keep him for hei'.-e|f. And so. !„•-

tween ISdl and IM.') i; was impo-.^lde to compete wii'i a

younjrer .<,'eneration of i:irls. too numerous alreadv in times

when cannon siiot hail thinned the ranks of marriageahle
men.

Apiin, apart from Mile. ('ormon"s predilection for iiirtli.

she had a \ery p,i: malde craze for heinj,' lo,cd for lier (.un

sake. ^'ou would .-carcely i;rlie\e ihr lengths to wlui-h she

carried ihi:- fancy, .she .'ci her wits to work to lav snare.- I'nr

her adnurers. to try tludr -v^utinient- ; ami that with such suc-

cess, that the unfortunaie- oiu' ami all f(dl into them, and
succiind)(^d in the uhim-ical ordeals through which they
passed at unawares. .Mile. Cornion did imt studv her suitor.s

she played the spy upon them. .A careless word, or a joke.

and the lady did not understand jokes very well, was excuse
enough to dismiss an aspirant as found wanting. This had
neither -pirit nor didicacy; that wa- untruthful and not a

Christian
:
one wanted to cut down tall timher and coin monev

under the marriage canopy: anotlier was not the man to make
her happy: or. again, she had her suspicions of gout in tlie

faiinly. i<y took fright at her wom.r"- antecedents. T.ike

.Mother (diurch. >he would fain see a priest without hlemidi
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If '"' ••' '• -\"'l 11''" I.'"-'' Mar!,. Vic|nin> ma.].- tlio worst
<-! hriHcli. ;in.I w.-i-; iis aiixiuiK 1,, |„. lov.'.l. u-iih all |,rr farti-
ii..:i- jil.-iiniir.. an.l ima-iiian faiili.. as (-tluT w.uiicii are to
1- !Marnr,| lor virii;.> u-l,.,.!| O.u-y June iiut aii,l i\<v l..,rro\ved
i";i':'>. .Mile. CnriiionV aiiJiit i,,ii jiail it, >nur(/.' in i!i,. jinest
in-iiihi.-^ of woinaiiluHxl. She would reward lior lowr bv
'i-'"^'riii- to him a thou>and virtues al'lrr inarria"-. . as
'!'H'ru,, 111,11 reveal t!ie many lii;',. faults kejU liithorio sTreiiu-
i.ii-:y out of ^iM-hi. I!„i 11,, oi,o undcr.irMMl. Th,. i„,lj!e girl
'•'•' III eoiitaet wiih iiohm i,,it , moiiplaee natures, with
'"-"in |.i'a.lieal iiifn-i- cam.' lir-t : the liner eah-ulations of
l,,iin- wnv l)i'yoiid tlieir i (!m|)rclieii.-.ion.

Sii'- -ivw more and moiv con-pieuoii, as tlie eritieal period
,-o ih^rniou>l\- called -v,

, onil youth"" drew nearer. Her fancy
I'-r iM.ikin- the uor-t of hrr-eif wiih inerea-iiiir success
I'n-iilMied away the lato-t n.ruii- thev lu-itaied"to unite
i!i.ir !oi with her.. Tlw .irat,-y of her ^anu- <d hoodman-
Miii'l (the virtues to he iweahd wlun the linder's eves were
'1"ii'"ii wa.- a complex study for which few men havi> in-
liin.uinn: tlu'V prefer perfeeii^.n ready-made. An ever-pres-
'- ''"'>'\ "i' beinp: married for her iJionev made lier unrea-
-iKii.i;. di.>trustful and uiira^y. She fell foul of the rich,
';"' 'i" ii<-M <-i".i!d l.:ok iii-her; slie was afraid of poor men,'
^1.' '.vol, 1,1 ,101 h,-liev,. ih.om capable of tliat disinten-stedm^ss
"" '••ln,h >h,- .-,4 .Mieh >!,,iv; till at len-'th her r,'jection^ and
"1!^' i-einum.-lances l,'l. in an unexpcete,! !ij,dit nnon th,' mind.s
'1 -iiilor, thus pre.~<mte,l for la-r .electi.m' like 'dried peas on
1 'hiiaiis -love, livery tim,' a inarriafre project came to
'!"'• l!.L^ iho unfortunate --irl. bein<r graduallv 1,'d t,) d.-j.i.se
^i"i!-l-ind. saw the other sex at last in a fak-,. li._dit. In-
"";il''.\. ill her inmost >oiiI. she <rrew misanthropic, a tinj:,'

'^' ''nicrncvs was infused into her cmvi'rsatioii, a irrtain
iid:ii,— into lier expression. And li,.r manners became
''^"'" mid more ri.t'id under the stress of enfori'e,! (vlibacy;
'II li-i- d.spair she snn-lit to perfect her.-^elf. It was a nol'.le
^'D-ean,-,.. She wrmld polish and cut for (iod the rough
'li:!i: oi,,l njeeted bv men.

'^
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r.ifdrc l.ni^- ]iulMr (.piiiiipji \v;i> ii-,iiii in,.. Cnnun.
I'rnplc ard'jil llir \, r.li. ! uliicli ;1 Uniiian [,a.->cs lljlOll ll,T-rlf

if. Immiilt IVm' t,, iiiaiTv. >'ic f.iil-. t,, fnliil cn),, r|ation«, or i-;

kw'wn \n liavc ivfii-..| cli-'iliic .-iiitnr-. I^vrv diic dccii!.'<

tli:" -li'' li:i- Ik I- "vn I. ,i.-.ii!~ I'nv (li(liiiin- iiiarria.::!', .md
tlin-,. iva-cii^ aiv aluav- iin.-iiiirrinvtcd. 'I'hcrc was hiuic
huUlrn jihv.-ira! (Ii>IV,i m- .Ipf,,rmitv. ilirv >ai(I; I)iit slic. ]M,or

^rirl. wa,-^ |>mv a- an aiiLrl. lualiliv a^ a'chil.l. ai-d owrlln-.v-
iiiL'- Willi kiiKlii.--:. Xatiiiv hail meant Iut to know al! the
joy-, all till' liajipinc.-s. all llir i.iinlcn- of iiioiIhtIkhkI.

'i ct ill lici- ]),T<,)n .Mil,.. CiMiioii ,li,l „,,t lind a natural
iiiixiliarv to .-am her licanV ilr-m . Slic Iiad ik, hcaiilv. ,.a\v

of the kiiiil X. iniiiroi...r!y called -ih.' devil'-"; that full-

liloun frohiie-s i,( voiilh wliieli. theuln-ieallv .-peakii)::, the
Devil ne\i.r CDiild hase jio>-e.-ed : unless, indeed, we are t.)

look for an explanatieti of the cxiiiv-^ioii in the DevilV c.u-
tii.;ial dtsiiv .d' refre.-hini: liiiii..elf. The heiress' feet Were
lari^v and Hat : v hen. en rainy (la.\s. >lie ero>s<.d the wet street>

between her house and .^t. Lednard"^. ]i,.r rai>ed ^.^kirt dis-

l)la.ved (without iii.-iiiee. he it >aid) a let: whieli seareelv
seemed to hi'IoiiLT to a woman. ..-o niii-eiilar was it. with a
small, firm, jiromiiieiu calf like a s.iilor's. She had a fij,'uro

for a Wet nurse. Ihi' thiek. hnne.-! uai>t. her stronjr. plump
iinii-. her reil hand-; everythin,Lr ^dtout her. in short was in

keepin,;: with the round, expatwive ronloiir- and portlv fair-

ness of the Xormaii >tyle id' hi.mty. Wide open, prominent
oyes of no p.artieular color -ave to a face. l)y no in(>ans dis-

li 11,1^11 ished in its round outline-, a sheepish, astonished e\-

))ressi(ui not alto.ireth.r inajipropriale. however, in an eid

maid: even if I,'(.>e had not heen iniiccent. she must still have
seemed >o .\n a<iuiline nose was oddly assorted with .-i ]n\\-

I'orehead. for a feature id" that type is almost invariahlv found
in companv with, a hd'ty brow. In spite of thick, red lips,

the si;,m of irreat kindliness of nature, there wore evident'y
so few ideas heliMid thai forehend. that I'ose's heart eoulil

.scarcely have Ih.-h directed hy her brain. Kind she niu^t

certainly be, but not gniLioud. Aud we are apt to judge the
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i!. f,i 1,- of ^'iKxiiK'^s very liaivlilv, uhiK' \\r make the most of

til. I' ihrlliin^f (jlialitio (if \ ire.

All Mniurdiiijirv Iciiinli df choliini hair lent IJdm' Cortnoii

.-urh !'<aiity a.~ lidon^'-. t,i \ii:iiraiiil l!i\iii-iaiiti'. Iht cliicf poi-

i-.i'ial ( liarai-lcrislic.--. In ilic liiin' nf In r jiirtci'.-inn- she li.ui

u !ri( i, nf turning Iht face in ihivf-ijuariri- |ifiiHli' In (iis|ilav

;i wi pretty ear. gracefully mI 1h'Iv,i'.!i iIk i/ur'->ireakeil

ui.i!. I'lifoat and the leniple, and thrnvvti into rrlicf liy thiek

i;i.i-.-r- (if l.i r hair. Dre: -eil in a Kail gdwii, with her head

I'MiMi! at this angle. Hose might ainin.-i -.cin lieantiful. Willi

!i> I jirni iiherant hu>t, her \\ai>i. In r hi;;h healih, >l!e used in

Ir.iu r.xclaiiialieiis of admiral ion fivnii imin-rial olliier.-'.

•\\ l;al a line girl I" they u.-e(l to ^ay.

I'>i!!. a< years went on. :!ic >ionlne.-s indiaed li\ a ijiijoi,

rr:.'n!ar life distrihuted it^df .-o unfortiinatrly o\er Inr jiefMin,
•'

' il> original proportions were dc,-tro\.i|. No known
,:-\ of corset coiihl ha\e (li-eo\cred lli" poor .-pin-ler's

!ap- at tin- period of her exi>l'aico ; >h.' iiiighl ha\e heeu ea,-t

in one liiiiforni piece. The youthful propoition- of Iht jignre

u, !!• loniplclely lo>i ; her dinieii-ion- had jro'.vn -o e\ri'v-i\ o.

'!iai ; ne could see her stoo|) wiiliont fearing iha!. heing

^^ !op-|iiavy, she would ccrlaiidy evei halanee her.-elf; hui

;.r lie had provided a snllieieiit natural eoniii.'rpoi-i', which
itiaiik ij her til di>pense will) all adveiiliiion,- aid fi'om "dross

!!!!pri.\, r-." Kvi'rything alioni I'.im' v,a- \erv g.Miiinc.

ih'i' chin devidopcd a triple fold, which redurod the appar-
<-;'t li'Mgth (d' her throat, aial made it i;o ea,-\' matter to lurn
!:•:• ';e:id. She liad tio wrinkled. >lie h;,d erea- W;

rt that she
[
)o'.\i|erei| Uel -elf. a- inir-e; iiowder lialne-.

I.I nreNciit chafing of the skin. '\\> a voum^ man. eon.-nmed.

Ath 111 as(>. with >upjire-ed desires, l II.- e\ee,--l\e ((UaiU-

!.,•,. ulTcred just the kind id' plivsical charm wh.ich could not

fid to attract yonth. Vnuthful imagination-, es-eiitiallv in-

!• S'id. stimulated hy appetite, are ])ro!ie to dilate upon tir'

k'a;;lit s nf that living expanse. So does the pliimji panridii'e

aihire the epicure's knife. And, indeed, any deht-burdeiicd

U'lt man utf fashion in Paris would have re.-!Lrned himsidf

mi^
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readily I'liuu^rh t„ fulfilling,' hi, [kim ..f i!i,. (ontnict and niak.
in;,' Mil.'. ('.)nn..n liaj.pv. Siiij ih,. unrurtunatf .-l.iiister hall
already passed her I'oiiirili y.iv\

Al ihis p.. rind <,r rnfun.d hmrliiu'^s. after tlu> loiiir. vain
slini-;:lc to hi! her life wiil; ilin,,e iiKrre-i- that are^alijn
all to woman, she was fortil\ln- herxlf in \irtiie bv the i,io>i
strict observance ,d' reli-imi- diitio: ,>he had turned to the
^'real consolation of well-preMTved vir-init v. A conre-or
endowed with no,i.Mval wi.-.du,,i. l:ad direcied MHe. Connen i-i

the paths .d-a.celiciMn for,,u,.;e iluve vears pa.^t, reconiineiid-
in^' a system of self-.--e:.nr-in.u- cahulai,.d, accordino- |,, modern
doctors, .,) produce an ellVct th<' e.\aet opposite Of that .-x-
peeted by the

| r priest, whose knowled-e of liv>:iene was
iHit limited. These al>surd practices u,-:v be-inninlj to hrin-
a certain monaslic tin-re to IJu>e CornionV' face

;

'"with fn"
(|uent i,an-s of despair, she watclicd the callow hues of middle
a,t:e eree]>inir across its natural whit,, and red: while the trace
of down about the corners of her npper lip sliow, d a <li,,inel
tendency to darken and iiKrva-e like smoke. Iler temples
,i:rew shiny. S!ie liad pa-^^ed the lurniie.r-point, in fact It
was known for cerlani in .Men.-on iliat .Mile. Cormon ^ulfeivd
from lleated blood. Sl,e inflict, mI lie,- e,,„fidenee nprm the
(hevaiier de Vahiis. reekonin<r up the number .d" f.uit-bailis
that she took, and devi^im- c.„,|in- tnatment with him. And
that shrewd ob>erv. r would euil bv lakin- out his simlM)ox
and ^.x/AT.'X at the portrait ,d' the Princess (b.ritza as ]„. re-
marked. "iJut the real sedative, my dear vouiiu' ladv, would
be a ^'ood and handsome Inisband."'

"But whom could one trust?" returned she.
But the Chevalier only tlieked awav the powdered snulT

from the creases of his paduasoy waistcoat. To anybody else
the ])roceedin,<r would have seemed perfeeflv natural, but it

always mad<' the poor old maid fee] niieomfortalde.
The violence of her objectless lonorinjrs irrew to such a heidit

that she shrank from lookinir a man in the f;,ee. so afraid w,is
she that the thouLdits which pierced her heart nii-ht be read
in her eyes. It was one of her whims, possiblv a later de-
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viiiii'MK'iit (if licr former tiu-lics, to lichuvc almost un^jra-

riiiii.-Iy to till' |io.--il)lc Miitors to\viir<l> whom <^hii still folt her-

vli' attnuliii, so afraid \\n^ >hv <if ln-iii;; accused of folly.

Mn-i jicoplc ill licr circle ucro uttcrlv imapalilc of ap|)rccia"t-

;i!_' h' r motives, >o nolile llinaiLiiioiit ; tln/v explained licr itinn-

I:. r to iicr coevals in siii^He lile>M'diie,-s by a tlicory cf reven'^e
:<<: ,-i'iiie p 1 siif;lii.

W'llii the lie^^iniiiiif,' of tlie year lMr> Ro>e (.'ormoii had
r-achiil liic I'atal a^c, to which she did not confess. She was
!'-ri\-tud. l'>y this time twv desire to he married had
n;i< li.-d a dron-e of intensity liordering on monomania. She
-m hi-r eliaiiees of motherhood fast slipping away for ever;
a'ld. in iier divine i;.'norance, site ion^^ed above all tilings for
I iiiidi. a of her own. There was not a soul found in Alem^'on
!n impute a sini^le unchaste tier-ire to the virtuous girl. She
;<.\cd love, taking all for granted, witlnuit realizing for her-
-.'f wli;it !o\e would In—a devout Agnes, incapable of in-

uiiimg one of the little shifts of ^loliere'ri heroine.

Siir h;id been eouritiiig Upon chance of late. The disband-
!n_' of ;iie Imperial troops and the reconstruction of the
King's army was sending a tide of military men back to their
iiiitive |)laccs, some of them on half-pay. some with pensions,
-line without, and all of them anxious to find some way of
. unending their bad fortune, and of finishing their davs in a
f.i-hion which would mean the beginning of lia[)i)iness

i'T Mile. Cormon. It would be hard indeed if she could
!:'•'. iiiid a single hrave and honorab! man among all those
vhn were coming back to the neighborhood. He must have u
.-'und constitution in the first plac". he must he of suitable
ag', and a num whose iwrsonal character would serve as a
''.;>-pert to his Ronapartist opinion- : perhap-s he might even

Willing to turn Koyalijt for the sake of gaining a lost
- "iiil ])osition.

Supported by thes(> mcmlal calculations. Mile. Cormon
" Miitaincd the severity of her attitude for the first few
!.'i"iiths of the year: hut the men that eamo hack to the town
Were all either too old or too young, or their characters were
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to nun-, a,„l,h,... „.„„„„„„, -,,,., .an; R;:.,^''':

--;. to >^'n.] l,,a; a ln.l.an,l , ha, .,,.,;,,,, 1,,''^^^^

(
.n>t,a^fa.l,.HKaua<^uaM,.„.

no.l.H.I,,. ,l,a, ,1,, L
pr('>tin"(| liiiii.-cli.

• -^
'

;.;::^:';;r'::;;::;:':L!:;;-;^'!:;,:':,:-:--';;;
AI.M,,.„l,„|,|„,v „„„,„:,, I,,,,, „.,.!, ,„,...„,!,

"«. A I, „,;„„„„„,„ „,„„, .,„,, „„„> „,„„,.,.^,
!

::^;;!',;':;::';,;;;;::"-
" - ^^ ''-'> "«->.

.-:::,,,!;;r,,,';,:";:;;,;;i.'-\;';;:i;::;:::::t:'
;-,

•,

Wn f:lan.... a, l,..r a. luMln.w on, hi. Huill^lH.x J.J \ , ;Pnncss (;ornza. M. ,!.. Vah,i. ,,„„, „„, „rXn , njur.spnul.n..,.. /hh-l.ty „, an ,,1,1 lov,. i, a ,.„• n p.

rnu.iii. n
"';;•";"•

' """"' '"' ''""''•'• ---^ "<>t --
i , r"""-'"'^-

^"•^'"^•v wa. ua<t,.,l upon hvv '

l-.>u.v,.w.,lnnvar,llvto,ak..,h,.,iM„,anH,al\v:.
"'""'t' to n.arn I,,.,-, ju.t a. ho wa., without mutin,^ hi,n tn
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nny prni.t' u IiuI-mi'Vit. S.iiindiiii: Iht own (!i-p(>-iiion>. after
;i.-.iii- of vi-iN. (sich nmiv tniiiM- th;,,! ilic I;i>t, in licr own
iiiimi >!io wriit <n far as to c-poii-.' a -uh-licutonant,
;i ii.!i;MCM-.inMl<,.r to lioot ; iiav. lie was even head ovit cars in
'I!.t. I (nil ^lu> proposed to trail-form with care, suhinission.
.iii.i L'l iitlrii(.-< int., a pattern f..r mankind. lint onlv in
t!,r -il> iir,. ,,f Tii.-ht could she plan tlie-e ima:.MMary marria;,n'.s,

ill .iliirji >]„. amus.Ml licrx'lf with playmt: the suhlime part of
L'i:;in!i.in ai!,Lrel ; with Ino^ninL^ if do.-i.'tie found her mi,-tres>'

!
:--ilie< turned top^y-turvv. mademoisellf had recovered

:•;• diutiity; with niorniiiir, after breakfast, she w.iiild liavo
i;'.'!iin,' le-s than a >olid landowner, a well-pre-erved man of
f " —a yoiiMir man, ;',s you mav sav.

1." Ahhr ih' Spoiide «as ineapahle of ;:ivin<; his niece aa-
H-i;nii . ,,f any >ort in -elieims for marriap'. The ,wod man,
•!-:'! -evrntv or I he red.out-;, rei'erivd all the calamities of the
!.'• .''!iili<ui to the dcM-ii of a Providence prjiiipt to punisli
:i ::--.'iii.' ('hurt h. For which reasons M. de Sponde had ionfr

liiered upon a de.MTted path to heaven, tho way trodden
: hermits of old. He led an ascetic life, simply," unobtrii-

)idmlniL' 111- ( Cei d'

l.i-iuii.' from all other ev
cliaritv. his con>tant praver and

X (ccssitv was laid
•r-'-i-. he tlujii'dit, to do as he did

upon all

niruim: a serene and smi
preached bv e.\-

ini: face upon the world,
completely cut himself off from worldly interest.s.y hU thou.Ldn were .driven to the alllieted. to the needs of

U1!

<'iiiirch. aiiu the saviiii,' of Ids

'iiieiit of his jiroperty to h

own soul. He left the

:irlv

is niece. She paid over his
nicome to him. and. after a -li^dit <leduction for his

lint, nance, the whole of it went in private almsgivin<f or in
"iiions to the Chureli.

-1 the Abbe's affections were centered
'ii"ked upon him as a father. H
I'd father, however, without ih

llion of the flesh : a father wh

pon h is niece, and
diat

ivin

e was a somewhat absent-

remotest conception of

o srave thanks to God
!in tainin,<r his beloved dau<rhter in a state of virtrinitv

!'• Ml 111; youth u]) he had held, with St. John Chrysostoin,

I

•
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tl|o form in wl,ic.I, .„od ^..lin"'hlr , 'T'T T ^'""^

wherever tliev lind it ulll .. .,
'" '

.
'

''"^ '"'"'"• '^
it, uill M.e sonietlnng sublime in this trait.
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]'. iiM|.s some ."-li^ht-natuml fcmin I lie

Mill Niy thill tlnTc IS III. udiiiaii iii Fraiu

critir iii.iy br^'in to

.1 iii.it .'111' (Mil un-lf fur ,1 liu4>an(l; tliat Mile, t

>i Uu

'•' ^•'> silllpld

(iriiion IS
-I' .iiiiiiiniial crcatiin'.^ w iirli coiiiiuon-M'iiM' fur-

ii> tn lake for a tvpc; that tlir In-l .,r tlic most l.abvish
n-\'-'\ Udinan tliat has a iiiiii-l |„ li,,ok a ;,ni(i^rroii

-I I'iiuanl ,M,iii,. (.hy>i(al chann uhnvwitli lo hait'l
II Uhcll \.U1 h,.^r,„ I,, ,||j„|^ ,!,.„ [j„. ^„l,|j„|,, _\

ill < alholu- i> >til

.(• .Wa

a [loucr :ii liiitt

ii'i'ii. tlioc criticiMii.- fall ti) tl

"l.-ldlic

Hi.v ami thi' aiicinit

K' i:niiiinl
•ni'l ! 'iv aiiinil iiu ^iu'li .-.iiiitj.'ii,-. .M||,.. (

aitli

>ir:ii,-hi |iatl:. pivlVrniiir th,. mi-rorl

• iriiKiii kcjit to tlio

hiiiii :\ |irni(iii-vii to the iiii,-fr\

iiiirs of a maidenhood iii-

-ii!'''f drivii. Armed with M!f-di>,.i[)l

'f iintruthfiilncss. t o till' Mil

I'u iiiakr a ,-aci'ihcf of

inc, such a ^m'pI caii-

priii(i|)lr; ami ihtTcrnrc Invc ( or
-' •-;i:i-ivM) mi!M m;,k,. a dcicriniiicd <.|r,,ri to iind hn- out
:ii.'i w'.u her.

I.'i ii~ lia\c till iirai'c to maki' a coiif
!iH-r (la\- uhcii rcli-ioii is m.lhiiiu'- h

111' li' I'll- .-oiiir. a dream for oih

• 'ssioii, painful in

ut a means of advanco-
•r> ; the devout are siihjeet tr

"'I "f moral ophthalmia, uhieh. I,v the e-peeial ^'I'aeo of
M>i' iKv. removes ii h(.>t of Miiall eartlil

I! "I the pil.::rim of Kternitv. I

y eonperns out of

It I, le ileiise m a lioikI mat IV wav-.
-Mil.' time, is a measure of the' fon
!'- tnru iieaveiiwards; albeit the sceptical M. de \'

n a word, the devout
""

'leir stupidity, at

with wliich their

'ii'iimmned that it is a moot point wiietli

alois

iralU

"'l\

T Stupid women take
lo j)iety, or whether piety, on the other hand, has a

iM.ir t'tfect upon an iiitelliireiit -mtI.
Ii must be borne in mind
'"Ini^s. ready to drink rapti

tliat it is the purest orthodox
uroiisly of every eui) set I

uNiint devoutly to tl

letore it.

diMiie fin<:er evervwl

le will of (;«)d. \i > see the print ..f

ere in the day of lifc._tliat it

virtue stealiui: like hidden ii.irht into tl

>r this History that

IS

ic innermo>i
alone can brintr <H'ervtl

It relief, and widen its sirriiifieance U>r those wi

lint"" into

h. And,
)o vet ha...- .-i:;iiijii tini I- MM imi>ewilovel Have

again, if the stupidity is admitted, why should
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111'' rin>fMriiiiir^ ul" -iiijiHlitv hr Iiv« iiiiri, -iiiii: liiiiii ihf w,^^
1)1" p'lllll- III ,1 UiirM ull.Tc I'noU -M n\.ruiirlli||||-|\ pp,:.

JiiiImIc'ImIi' :

I" I'r-iiiih' .Mile. CuriiiMnV (!i\inc -ii-li>li i;rn'iiMii. . ,,|"

lil'i' vv;i,~ ;iii nll'i'iiic in ihc CM- m|" till, uiirlil. Slir ua,. am-
tliiii._' Imii nli-crvant, a- Iut trcalnitm i,|' hrr -uUmi-., Mijji.

(•itiill\ >li<iuri|. Al till-- vcrv iiiiiinini, a i:iil i>\' -imitii wli.,

Iiail iKM-r Mj.rii.il a iiumI im Iut IiIV mi-lil lia\c iv.^l a liiiii

tlnd rhajitiT- nf riiinaiirc in Alli,ina.-rV iw-. ilm \|!i,.

Coriiinii .siw m.lliMi- all iIh' uliilc; ,-|ii. mvrr l.iiru thai ilir

voun;,' iiianV muit wa- iiiiMiady u itli .•iiiniidn \\iii,h lie ilnvil

not cxiuos. and the wmnan uIki iuuUl iiuciit ri'liiicniciii-- >,(

lii;:ii si'iitiiiuiii lo Ihi- own inulniiijr cduIiI nut (Hmitii ihr .siii;r

fi'ciiiiLrs in Ailianasc.

'I'lin-i' uhu kiiiiw tlial <nialilhs <>( li.an ami lirain aiv as

iiiilrpcnilmt nf (aili otlicr a- -.'iiiiN and -r-alncv- ••{ ^Ml||.

^vill M'c n.itliini: cUraiinliiiarv iii ilu- |i,-vc|iuI(._m. al

jihciiuniriHin. A i(,ni|i!i-tc iuiinan lirin-- j^ >,, nnc a |ir(N|i:.'v.

that Sim rail.-, that prai-l anmii^' niaiikiinl. aurivii with a imii-

tt'iiijHM-arv i'iir.iinl(i-i>t that li" hini^cli' ua- hn.n to h.. a \.rv

sciii-vv kiia\i'. A ^ival ^ri'iUTal may .-a\r In- mnntfv al /:;-

rich, anil \vi take a commi.-.-ioii from coin lador-
: a haiiki-r'.-

(Idiihifiil iionc.-ty (Iocs not ]irc\cnt him tV'aii liiiim a >ia!i-^-

iiian : ii ^M'cat <on,|io-ci- ma\ i:i\c the uorhj ili\;nu mii-ii'. .ml
yet for;ri' another man'- M-naiiuv, ami a woman of nilii"!

fcoliii<x imiy he excessively \uak-mimlc(l. In .-hort. a drvuut
woman may iia\e a vei-y lofty m,iiI, ami yet have no ear- t.)

hear the voice of another imhle -mil at her side.

The nnaeeouiitahle freaks (d' |.hy-!cal inlirmitv iliid a

parallel in the moral world. Here wa- a irood ertalure tnak-

iiiLT her preserves and l)reakin!i her he.irt till she ^rrcw ahn"-t
ridien!(His. heeanse. forsooth, there uas no one to cat tlinii

hut her uncle atid herself. Those who -ynipathized with hi-r

for the -ake of h(>r L'of)d qualities, or. in some cases, on ar-

coiint of her det'eets. nsecl to lauixh n\, r her di-ajipointnientr.

I'eople heirmi to wonder what would h. come of <o fine a iinni-

erty with all .Mile. Cormou's aaviug.s, aud her uucle'ji lo

boot.
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!' rvii- loiiL' -iriri' tli.\ I

•|'!ti> of .iiiiM^ii-anci'^, Mil,., ( ',,ri

llltV is not illlnUrd IM till- |irn\ ill

"-'" '" Ml-pr,t tli.it at l.nlt olll.

1 ii.ivc iijfji* u hicli MillI niii>.,i|\

nii\ inun |ir.i|i|( .> ml,. 11.., I,. |||<,. th

ii"ii u.i- "iiri nn';.'itial."'

iriL:iri;iIii_v incan-;

«l-'' ciiii iiinliT-tatiil, and
rir iiianncr of lif,.

"' I'll a |i'\i'
• \rn III |mi|

1

r"MM , I, w, I

>"><! s iiialn-
V Cdll-iili.l I'll Ml 11

!rv 111,,. Mil,.. Cnrj
Iiriililiriiaiiral. that

II. ;iii.| lii,. niM-t inim.-il uav ,,f >

i'"'i "!- :i (iirri'iit sau'iio-
i ti

:i'\ir riiarrv at all

--itv til iaiiirli at

I'.MIri'.
i f ariV dill' ( mil

ii,i-';;i'-tm'' Siirii-an-

'llli' nrii' IlllNI itlil,,.,] !,<> ill

'uml In rai-

i"!if ,,( that cMi'llml iTf.-iliiiv, .\,,t

':iin ihi. whiilc Inwii. -I

•' a Millie

IliiTi'lv <ii.l

I'- w;i« riiarilah! '•, siic was
\\;i< imaiiaM,' ~:i\in_' a ^pill-fill wiinl : ami
-!.! was Ml imi, h 1,1 ini|„,„ „ith thr uholf

more

-pirit
IK inaiiiirr. ami ii> ,.ii-i.,mis, that she was <;v,i-

'I .i- lii" \irv iiuariiatii.il of th,. Iif,. of'^tho
-111' iiail iini all Its lire

I II <i!if> ami iiiai h' its m-
:

-.11' iiad ]iiv,T;:nii,' hi'voiiil its limits, si,,, adored
ihlid

I'l'iu-aMiI li\ri

Miii;!ilior!ioiHl, ~|ii

' -- wi'althv iii.i'jhl

in i)roviii, ial tradition. In spite of her
'IT unnuiii. a tnliTahly lar.ire income

' .iiT-niiiiMoilati'il licr-i'lf to the wavg
I, irs. W

aiidi't. for in-tai:

nil she wi'iii to her countrv

i.i-iiM,ii, ,| uirki'r earioji' huii:: uiih while I^atl

II a (111

le, .-h,. drovi' over in an ohl-

r straps, and
eurtains,

iplo ol rusty ueallu'r-heatrii 1,'athcr

llV.h cliwod It III.

'T- 'h-u imj.

The .'ijiiipairo, drawn hv a fat
(I ni.-ire. was known all ov-'r the toun. .iaeijii,'-

man-scrvant
- I,

leam-ij It a- careluHv a- if it h;id 1

roiiirhani Ironi I'aris. ^^ad
leen

M"-'

i'nioi.;,.i|,. was f,)iii] of it ;

:i-ti.i| hi.r a dozen years, a fa-i which -.he was wont to
'I \H'tli thi- triiiinphant .jov of ,.,,iit,.ni,-,l parsimony.
"!'!e wrre pratefiil to iiiT for forl.e;irin<r to Immiliate
-^pli'iidor which she niiL'ht liav,' flaunted l.rfore th

IS ,.vfn credihie that if ^h,' had -i-nt f

•If-
.

li Auuld have cuusliI more talk than anv of her "di

eir

or a raleclic from

iat>-
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pointmontfi." After nil, the finrst rarria.rro in the world. liko

the old-fiisliioiu'd cariolc, could only have lakcn licr t,, m^
rrobauflct ; ami in the provinces they always keej) the did in

view, and tronhle tliemselv(>s very little aliout the elc^'ancc of
the means, jirovided tiiat they ar(> snlllcient.

To complete the picture of ^Ule. Cornion's household and
domestic life, several iiirures must he .irrouped round Mile.

Cormon and the .\l)l,e de Spoiule. Ja(<iuelin. and .[n.-ctto,

and Mariette, the cook. niiiii>tered to the comfort of uncle and
niece.

Jacquelin, a man of fony. -hort and ^tout. dark-haind niid

ruddy, witli a countenance of the I'.reton sailor tyin-, had
been in service in the liouse for twenty-two y(>ars. lie waited
at table, groomed tiie mare, worked in the garden, cleaned the

Abl)e\s shoes, ran errands, c hopjied firewood, drove the cariole,

went to the I'rehandet for corn, hav and straw, and
slept like a dormouse in the ante-cduunher of an evenini:. H>'

was supposed to he fond of .Tos.dte, and dosetie was si.\-and-

thirty. But if she liad married him. Mile, ("ornion wonld
have dismissed her. aiul so the poor lovers were fain to save

up their wages in silence, and to wail and hope for inade-

mois(dle"s marriage, nuicli as the Jews look for the advent ef

the Messiah.

Josette came frotn the district between Alenc'on and
Mortagne: she was a fat little woman. Her face, wln\li re-

minded you of a nmd-l •sj)attered apricot, was not waiilini:

either in character or intelligence. She was supposed to rule

her mistress. Josette and .Jacipudin. feiding sure of the

event, found consolation, presumahly by discounting tin

future. Mariette. the cook, had likewise "been in the faiiiilv

for fifteen years: she was skilled in the cookery of the countrv
and the ]»reparation of the most esievmed provincial dishes.

Perhaps the fat old l)ay mare, of th<> Xormandv hmd,
which Mile. Cormon useil to drive to the Pn'baudet. oui;lit t»

count a good deal, for the affe.'tion whhdi the five inmates of

the house bore the animal amounted to niania. PeTieio[)r,

for that was h.^r name, had been with tliem for ei'diti<'n vears;

4-

':^M^ '-'aiFi - .;^i#"-''.\- iM^,
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i -" |v,.]l Mas she cared for, so ro-ularlv tended, that Jacque-
'.'., inadonioiselle hoped to jr,.t .init,, another ten years
-rk out of her. i',.neloju. was a >tock- suhj, ct and source
^M.rest in the.r lues. It see,,,,.! as if poor Mile. Cormon,

'

no ,luld o her own, lavishe<l all her maternal affection
: the lucky beast. Alrn.ot every human being leading a
iry life in a crowded world will surround himself with

ri::iM.-believo family of some sort, and Penelope took the
i' "t dogs, cats, or canaries.

IN-e four faithful servants-for Penelope's intelligence
i i-'H trained till it Avas very nearly on a par with the
~ -t the other three, while they had sunk pretty much into
ini.ib, submissive jog-trot life of the animal—those four

"ill rs can.e and went and did the same things dav after
uith the unfailing regularity of clockwork. But "to use

I ';;'> e.vpresMon. "they had eaten their white bread first."
< -rnion sutfered from a fixed idea upon the nerves-

' 'liter the wont of such sufferers, ,he grew fidgety and
' in !)leas<.. not by force of nature, but because she had no
: lor her energies. 8he had neither husband nor
'iivti to fill Ikt thoughts, so they fastened upon trifles.
"Hid talk for hours at a stretch of some inconceivably
I matter, of a dozen serviettes, for instance, lettered Z

M)ui,.liow or other had been put before O.
W ii.v, what can Josette be thinking about'?" she cried.
i- she no notion what she is doing?"
'<!"olin chanced to be late in feeding Penelope one after-

II. ~n e\ery day for a whole week afterwards mademoiselle
iiiv.l whether the horse had been fed at two o'clock Her
'H imagination spent itself on small matters. A laver of
i;Tgotten by the feather mop, a slice of scorched "toast,

I !-ion to close the shutters on Jac(iuclin's part when the
- •"' in upon furniture and carpets,—all those important
- produced serious troui)le. mademoiselle lost her temper
''"'n. "XofMng was the .sime as it used to bo. The
•'- "f old days were so .liaiigcd that she did not know

Ihey were spoilt. She was too good to them," and
5 M
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SO forth iiinl -o fMiiIi, One day Joscttc ^avc her iui;irc.-i the

Juurnic da Cltnli'ii iii>U'a(l of tlic (Jiiiiizainc de /'in/Mcs. 'J'he

wliolc town licanl <>f tlic mistake hct'ori" iii;:!it. Madcinoisclle

liad liccii oMip'd td p't up and cinnc out of cliurcli, di?turbing

wlidlc rous (d' cliaiiN and rai>iii;i tlie wildest conjeelup^, so

that slie was (il.lip'd al'lerwards to j^ive all her friends a fall

account of the nii-liap.

".lox'tle." she said iiiiMly, wlu-n she had come the wlmlo

wav home from St. Leonard",-, "this must never happen

a<,^iin."'

Mile. Corniou wa- far from suspecting: that it was a v.tv

fortunate thiut: for her that >he could vent her s]»lct'n in jjelty

S(|uai)liles. 'I'iie mind, like the hody. rciiuires exercise: tlieSL'

(piarrcls were a ^i>rt oi' np'Oial Liymna^tics. Josette and Jac ipie-

lin took siich unevenni's>es of temper as the a;:ricultanil

lahorer take- the chanLies <d' the wcatlur. The three irned

soul- could ^ay amoiiu' themxlves that "It is a tine day."' it

"It rains."' without murmui'in.^' a;;ain.-t the powers ah ive.

Sometime- in the kitchen of a morninLT they would wondi-r in

what humor mademoixdle would wake, much as a farimT

stiulies the mornimx mi>ts. Ami of necessity .Mile. Corinun

ended l)y ^eriuL;- hcr-elf in all the inlinitely small details uhirh

made up lier lil'e. Iler<eif aiul (iod, her confessor and her

washinu-daN -. the p:T.-cr\e- to he made, the services of tli''

church to attend, and the uncle lO take care of.—all tln-t'

thiiiLi's alxorhcd faculties that wci'e none of the stron.irc^t.

For her the atoms id' life wi'ri' mairniiied hy virtue of anoptieiil

])roce>s peculiar to the sellish or thi- M'lf-ahs(U'hed. To so pcr-

fertlv hcalthv a w<iman, the sliLditc-i -ymptoiii of indiirestien

w;!- a po>iiivcly iihirmiiiL.' ]iortent. She lived, nioreevtr.

undi-r the ferule of the svstem of medicine jtractised hy "nr

^M'and-ires : ,-i dia-tic do.-e ill to kill renelojie. taken four tinn-

a ye;ii'. menlv ^mvc Mile. Cormon a fillip.

\Vii;;i trciu'iidoiN ran-ackiiiLTs of the week's dietary if

Jo-ctte. as<;-iir,j- her mi-tress to dre--. discovered a scarcciV

^i-illle piuipli' I'll -honldcfs thai -till hoasted a satin skin.

\\ lijl triuni'ili if ihe maid could hriiiu: a certain hare to lior



»%ra

Tin: .iHAi.orsiKs ok a <()i-.\tkv town
iM-H'i n'inllccti.in, and tra (•(' tlir .iccurscd jiitnplc to it-

'- ' '" "''" '""li'-itinu-ariicl.. ,,f { I! \Vi,i, what jov tin
H'." ii'iiii'ii wuuld ci'v •It

'Mill-iitlc n\( r-M 'a Milled it." I

i-^ the haiv hcyoiid a doubt !'

M:!'' Itf iia-

KT Dot t

nadr||i(M>rl|,. would add ; '"T

" owrdo II lor my undo and me, but
no inorc iiK'iiiorv than

laii l!ic haro." sii<r;:i'>tcd Joscitt

Ihc iriiih. n'tiiMiiMl mad I'moiM'llr

r.v than the hare; you ha\i' jii^i liit

lie has no inon;

ir times in a vear. at tlie b rinniiiL'' of eael 1 s(>asnn. Mile.

y< N.iiiih

n vent to >[iend a certain luimlier of davs at ll

t. It was now the middh. of M.

10

how her a iph^-trees had ".-nowed." a.s tl

ly, when she liked

li'iT 'oiiiiiry. an allun'on to ihe white blo,~.

Win the >|inm:. When ilii. cirelcs „( f,

icy say in tlu;

oms -trewn in tho

-iiuw-drifis under the

illen petal

tree-, ti

!:i\' .iliiiiiilaiK

projirietor niav hope i o
e i«l I lilt

!:er liarrd-. and
irv aftcr-wimi.r n

f n the auliiiiin. MM,.. ( ornioii esti-

iit the same tinn superintended anv

"•'i''ii and orchard, from wl

ji^iirs. piaiminir out work in th

r-lil'Plie-

'\]:uh

iich she drew no ineonsiderabh
acn tmi" of year had its >pe(ial 1 lUSHK'SS.

inif • c'ri

nioisellc u<i'a to ,<:ive a farewell dinm.r to her faithful
•fore 1 eaviii,;:. allieit she won!

•i! '':e I'ud of three weeks. .\|| .\

see them a'-'ain

was to be undertaken. .\i

eneon knew when th
ly one that had f.-iMen behind-

I '. . I"

-ft

iminediately paid a call, her drawi
"dy w ished her a prosperon< jonrmy. as if <}„ had

u.ir-room was filled:

'r Calcutta. Then, in t!ie ni

'K»en

\vere ^tandirii: in their d

limine', all the t ra(le^

oorways: every one. ^nvat and
vatch.d til,, eariole 'ja pa-t. and it

irned a [Hece <d" fiv>h news wh
-eeltied as if over'

"^o ]\Ille. (*on

en one reii.'ated ;lfte

<>' would
\'!

1 hi-; neio-jjli

non IS .iroinir to the Prehaudet."
remark. "She ha- bread ready baked, she Ii

ir would return. "I-]

if

't l.'c a be:.'e-ar to h

niv d-. J le IS a 'jno
propertv always fell into -uch han-N a< hers, tllero

'II in the count rv-^ide.'
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Or anntlier would fxclaiin, "Ihillol I should not wonder
if our oldest vinos are in ilower, for there is Mile. Coniion

setting' out for the I'rehaudet. llow conies it that she is so

little given to niarr^infj?"'

''1 should be (]uite ready to marry her, all the same," a wa;:

would answer. ''The marria^'e is half made—one side is

willinj:, l)ut the other isn't. Pooh I the oven is heatin;,' fur

Jl. du Bousfji.ier."

"M. du liuusquier? She lias refused him."

At every house that eveiiin;.' people remarked solemnly,

'*Mlle. Cormon has <,'one.''

Or perhaps, "So you have let Mile. Cormon <ro!''

The Wednesday selected by Suzanne for making a scandal

chanced to be this very day of leave-taking, when Mile. Cor-

mon nearly drove -loselte to distraction over the packing of

the parcels which she meant to take with her. A good deal

that was done and said in the town that morning was like to

lend additional interest to the farewell gathering at night.

While the old maid was Inisily making preparations for her

journey; while the astute Clievalier was playing his game of

piquet in the house of Mile, .\niiande de (ionics, sister of the

aged Marquis de (lordes. and (pieen of the aristocratic salon.

Mme. (Jranson had sounded the alarm i)ell in half a score "f

houses. There was imt a soul but felt some curiositv to sec

what sort of figure the seducer would cut th;it evening; and to

Mme. (iranson and the Chevalier d(! ^'alois it was an iiii|ior-

tant matter to know how Mile. Cormon v.ould take the news,

in her double quality of marriageable s|)inster and ladv presi-

dent of the Maternity Fund. As for the unsuspecting du

Bousqnier, he was ti'king the air on the Parade. lie was jii^t

beginning to think that Suzanne had made a fool of him ami

this suspicion only confirmed the rules which he liad laid

down with regard to womankind.
On these high days the cloth was laid about half-past thnv

in the ]\raison Cormon. Four o'clock was the state dinii'T

hour in .Menc-on. on ordinary days th(>y dined at two, as in the

time of the Kmpire; but, then, they supned

!

I

Ici
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Cnrwnu nluuys UM an in.x,.,vsMb!,> s.ns.. .,f satisfac-

tion ui,.,, ,1,.. was ,ln.s,.I ,„ rm-ive Iut quests as mislivss of
1.' '• ii'Mis,.. It ua< on., of tl.o plc.as.in.s which she most rdishcd
I- n^^iu] without n.ali.r. thou^ri, „.„i„„ ,,,,r,ai„lv ]av hmeatli
" ";

''''"'-
,

^\''"" t''"-^ "r'-"v..l f..r ,.on,,,u.st. a ra;- of hope
.-;i i -ro.. t ... darkness of h.T sou! ; a vol.,. w.thin'her cried
"=^" ''^"'"•'' l'^"' '<" •nd..«-...l hcT so ahundantiv in vain that
Minl^ ..,„,. ,.nt..rpri>in- man was about t.. aj-pear for her
>..• I. It th.. sonn...r for the wish, and the fresher for her
-'-i: s!„. lo,.k,.d at h.T stout fl>r„re with a eertain elation;
^'^'i ..M.rwanls. wh..n .he went d..wnstairs to subn.it salon,
M.i.h. ami bou.le.r to an awful s.^rutiny, this sense of satisfac-
>-'n -.,11 remained with her. To and fro she went, with then-

.

n„„.„tment of the rieh man who f..els eonseious at every
;-- -t that he ,s rieh and will laek for nothinj, all his life
-n_'. Mie looked n.un.l upon her furniture, the eternal furni-
';"• <!'; jmt.Muities. the lae.p.ered panels, and told herself
i.i^'t -iiH. fm.. th.n-s ou^dit to have a master

Aln.- ad.niriu^r the dinin-room, where the spaee was
'"' h- the lon^r table with its snowy eloth, its seore of"v.r- ,vm,„etr.,ally lai.l ; after -roin,. through the r,)ll-call

"; " -inadron of bottles ordered up from the cellar, and niak-
',- -nr.. that .'aeh bore an honorable label ; and finallv afte"

•' <"">l ...inute verification of a seoi-e of little slips of paper

;;
"

;:
'.

t e Abb6 had written the names of the ,iests ^' th an n:,.,„,. hand-.t was the sole occasion on which he took an
"'iv,. part in the hou>ehold, and the place of cverv Lni..st
"".I.V- -rave ris.. to -rave discussion—after this review Mile
'
"nnon ,„ her line array went into the jrar.len to j.,in her

'"• •• bT at th.s pleasantest hour of the dav he us<..l'io walk
"l';'.'"i down the terrace beside the Brillant.'", listening to the
;^*:tt.rin- of the birds, which, hidd.^n eloselv amon- the
''i^'- I'l the lime-tree walk, knew no fear of bovs or sports-

Milr. Cormon never came out to the Abbe durin^r these
"''rvals of waitinsr without asking: some hopojessly absurd

'!'i' -ii"n, in the hope of drawing the good man into a discus-
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sitiii uliiili iniuiil iiii.'iv-l liini. Ili r rci-nn- f >v -n di.iii.j- imi-i

Ijc ;.mv(1i. |n|- ll:.'- \cn- cliiir.-K Icn.-l ic trail aiM- llic liiii.-iiin-'

toiicli In !;( r jiri rail.

-Mill'. C'^iiiiuii ti.ti-iilii-i ,1 it a (liity to talk: not that slm
\va< Diitiirai'v loi|iiafiuiis. for. uiil'oriuiiau'ly. wiili Iut ilcarili

ol' idra- aii.l \vy\ lnii:lc;i >|o(k of iilira-cs it \\a^ <iil!iculi i..

1'"!'! t'"nli at any Iriiclli: lait >lii' llioii-h: ilia! in ihi- wav -!!.

\va,- Inllilliii-- tin- -orial (liilic- prr-iialii'il Kv fdiiiion. wiiidi

l(iil- lis he a,LTr.-aiili' to (aif ncii^'lilior. ll v.a< a ijulv uliirli

\vcic:lic(l >n iniicli 11]!.. 1) Ik r miiid. that slic laul stiliiiiillcd thi,

v:i>i' i<f coiLMiciici' (riit of the Cliihrs (lulilr ll, Mninn'i-s to her

director, the AIiIm'' ( 'oiiiiifiiT. \Vlicnii|i(in, so far rroiii l»iii.'

di.-arincd liy the |iriii;( nl"> liuiiililo adiiii.-,-ioii of tiic vioirinv

of her in.'iilal >1 rii^r.^h's |o find si>mctliinL^ to sav. tlif oM
(((Icsiaslic. Iicinir linn in mailers of di~eijiliiie. read \\<r a

wiiole elia|iler out of St. I-'raiaois d,. .Sale- on tlu' Diitie- of a

Woman in the World : on llie deei nt iraiety of tlie pious Cliri-

tiaii female, and ilie duty of eonJlninu- lur au-lerilies to ]v\:

«df
:
a woman, aeeordin.tr lo this amiiority. oiii^iit to be amiaii'r

ill her lio.me and to act in .-^in li a son that her iieiLdiltor ne\.T

feeU di,d in her (•(.m|iany. .\fier tlii- Mile. Cormon. wiili .i

deep sense of duty. \va- anxious to ohey lu^r direetor at aiiv

cost, lie had hidden her to di-c(,ur,-e aufeeahlv. -o everv liiiir

tlie cmver-ation lan-ni-hed she felt the perspiration hreakini:

out over her with the violence of licr exertions to find s,,iiie-

thin^Mo say whieh should -limulal' the llaLiyiiiii: interest. She
would come out witli odd reminds at such times. Once >li.'

reviveil. with -ome snecer--, a discu— ion on tln' uhi(piitv of iln'

aj)ostles ((d' which she understood not a syllalde) hv the uii-

cxpecled ohservation that "Von cannot h,' in two place> at

once uide-syou area hird."" With siieh conveisai ional cues a-

tlic-e. the lad\' had earned the tille of "dear, .u'ood .Mile.

Corinon'" in lu'r-ci. which phrase, in tlu' month of local wits,

niiirlil lie taken to mean that >he v.a- as i-iioranl as a carii,

and a hit of a '•namral;" hut there were pleiitv of peopii' of

lier own e.ilihre |,, take the remark literally, and repiv'. -Oh
ycf. Mile, Curnion is vers' yood."
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THi: .iKAr,()rsii;s oi- a coin ija- town-

'"lrlllil(,> (;ll\V;lVS in ll.'I' di-iiv I,, |,

Mil IllKli Iht (lilt

.•i.irm'iililc t(, lior
li> ;l- ,1 lln»|(.-> 1

'lis I hill ('V(rvl,n(!

h. Ih v.. h'i-c\iiiri|ilc. uh;it llii' (;,i\-,T

ii,:ili II liail licMi n'cci\ iii:^- ,-||j jl

I' ;i.-kcil .-mil ai)-

y liiiTM (Mii laii-hitiLT. Sh,. uaiii.'d

'iiii''iii (IkI uiih ihr tax t'S

i-c \rar.
!ii:il Ihc 'iMi' hail imi hr, n jirinl.d in lii

II il had hern urili.ii hv Mn~,<. ,\

'>V \\n\V it \\;|s

liiiH- xH t'hri-l.

I'lu'i'lhcr >|

'.ir v^illi I lie .ii.tili-h cniiiiirv

!•' ua- on

"ii.-c (it ( oiiiiiKins. wlio iiiacic ill,, f,

-"'nilriiian. and nu'iiil

I II'' -iiiil. "I am aluavs I

I mulls -pccch in

^' ''^ iiiiuli lilvr to know what 1

iraniiL:- <>f I'uOcriiy
; I shmihl

'<>>tiTitv ha> d.
:i|-\'.

me to r th(

1

1

1::'' IV-, u

III i!

I Midi omisions, the Iicruic ('hivali.T d,. \'ah,is came u
1'. i»nn-in^r no aU ll

iit

If rcxmrcfs of lii< wit ;,,!(!

ih

lie smiles cMlia
'\' d to ui\(' to w

Hired Iiy
I

act

iitiless smallerers.

wii Im Mile. ( 'oriiion I

"iiian. (h'd thi> ehlcrly ii.,hle: he lent 1 us
'V coniiii;: to her a^,d.-t

<'>\cre(! Iht retreat so wej], that

nice with a jiani-

-' '' -II'' had .-aid iiDiiiini: fooli-h. >'h
''III' "'le did n(_,t know the diU'er

-oillelim,.,- It -eeiiicd

e once owned -cri oils I V

iintinir Chevalier stopped t!

'K''' lietwecii ati o.\ and ,1 iuill.

iii.it oxen cnild never h

I'o.'irs of lauirliter

An.
more than um le- to till

'tlicr tiiiK", hearin- nnich talk of eattle-hreedi
;in.! .;n .,;ili( ii!ti( a tofiie which oft

Hi:

•'' in li'ie neiL'-hhorhi

en come- lip in eonver

:r,i-p.d tin

'I !

ood (,| the siip,.rh dn Pin stud sh
iiiicalities of |i(,i-,,. |,,v,.din;r t,, ;,^i^._ -wi,

a-

c so

w;inted colts, they did not

valier drew down the lauirhter upon him-ejf.

serve a mare twi i-e a \-ear.

'iiiite possil)l( aid Tl
e:ir-

le company pricked in

fault hr's with the naturalist-
'int found out how to hived

•I iii"ntlis in foal.

hi' continued 'thev

mares that are less tllan

I '••..r .Mile. ('

U..11!- 1!

)rmon no more understood thi nicaniTiir of th.

1 laii file diilcn.nc.. Iietween the ox and tlie Imll. T
'f met with no irraiitude f,.r Iii<

j

e- W( re heyond the reach of the lad

IP

•ains : Ins chivalrou-;

v s r'otnnrch,.n-i

»l S
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She saw that the (oiivcrsatioii <:n-\y livi'licr; >Iic was rclii\ril

to find that slir was not so stujiid as she iii)a>:iiic(l. A ilav

cariic at last wlicii slio settled down in licr i^rnoraiict'. like tiic

Due de i'.raiiea^; and the hero of Lr Dislniil. it niav he iv-

iiu'inl)ere(l, ina<le himself so eornfortahle in the ditch after lii-

fall, tiiat when tiie jieople came to pull him out, he asked uliai

tliev wanted with him. Since a somewhat recent jx'riod Mllr.

Cormon had lost her fears. She lirouf^dit out her coiiver^a-

tlunal cues with a self-possosioii akin to that solemn maiitur
—the verv coxeondirv of stupidity— vvhicli accompanies tht

fatui - utteranc.'s of I'.rilisli ])atriotisni.

As .she went with stately ste])s towards the terrace there-

fore, she was cliewin;; the cud of rellection, seekin;.' for sonif

question which should draw In r uncle out of a silence

which always hurt her feelinj^s; ^^he tliou<,dit that he felt dull.

"I'nole," she he^Mii. lian;:iii<r on his arm. and nestling: juv-

ously close to him (for this was ancjther of her niako-helieves,

"If [ had a husl)and, I should do just so!" she thou.<:ht)—
'Tncle. if everything' on earth happens l.y tlu> will of (iod,

there must he a reason for evervthini:."

"Assuredly," tlie Ahhe de Sponde answered j,Tavoly. Jle

loved Ills ni(>ce. and submitted with anirelie patience to "be turn

from his meditations.

"Tlien if I never marry at all, it will be because it is the

will of (Jod?"

"Yes, my child."

"Rut still, as there i.^^ nothinj,' to prevent mo from marrying
to-morrow, my will perliaps mi<rht thwart the will of Cod?"

"That mi<,dit be so, if we really knew (iod's will," returned
the sub-prior of the Sorbonne. "Remark, my dear, that vou
insert an if."

I'oor Rose was bewildered. She had hoped to lead lier

nncle to the subject of marriajre by way of an arirument i"/

omnijiol, ti/nii. But the naturally obtuse are wont to adnpt
the remorseless loi^ic of childhood, which is to say, thev pro-

ceed from the An<wvr to another question, a method frecpicntly

found cmbarrassin'r.
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'•.".ut. iinilc." slio ])crsisti'il. '-(iod caii'int mean wonifii n<«ver
t- iiiarn ; f<.r if II.. did, j,ll ,,f tlieiii oiiuiii to k- eitluT un-
iiiarncd nr married. Their lots are distril.iitrd iiiijii>tly."

"My f liild," said (lie good Abhe, "von are liiidiii;; fault" with
tl.' (Iniivli. which lea.hes that cvliba.y is a iii.ire excellent
\\;i\ In ( iod."

•Iliil if the Ciiiirch was ri;:ht. and cvervbody was a good
( aiiinji,-. thrre would s(».)n he no more jteoplc, unVle."

•V<Mi are too ingenious, l{ose; there is no need to be .-o in-

f.'<
riioiis to be haj)j)y."

Siub words brought a smile of sati.-faction to poor IJose's
lip< and confirmed her in the good oj)inion which >lie lu^gan
I- ( .inceive of herself. ]5chold how ihc world, like our fricml-
iiiid cnenues, contributes to strengthen our faults. At tlii.-,

nmnicnt guests began to arrive, and the conversaliim was m-
Mnii(ted. On tlie.so iiigli festival occasions, the di.sj)osiiion
"f liie rooms brought about litih^ familiarities between the
Mrvanis and invited guests. .Mariette saw the Pnsideiil of
til" 'i'ribunal. a trijile expansion glutton, as he passed bv her
kiiihrn.

"Oil. M. du Roncerct, I have l,een making caulillower an
gr.itin on purpose for ,voii, for niademoi^elle knows how fund
v'>!i ,iiv (if it. 'Mind you do not fail with it, .Marielt<%" Aw
-:iiil

: 'M. le President is comini:.'
"

"(iood Mile. C'ormon," returned the man of law. "Mari-
iltr. (lid you ba.ste the cauliflowers with gravv instead of
i^l'xk:- It i... rnore savory." And the I'resident did not dis-
iliiin lo enter the council-chamber where Mariette ruled ihe
r^iNt. nor to cast an cjiicure's eye over her preparation-, and
g vv his opinion as a master of the craft.

'"(iood-day, madame," said Josi^tte, addressing ^fme. (iran-
.-'11. who .sedulously cultivated the vaiting-wonian. ".Made-
ii^'MMJle has not forgotten yon ; you arv> to have a dish of Jish."
As for the Chevalier de Valois, he spoke to Mariette willi

til jocularity of a great noble unbending to an inferior:
"\\el], dear cordon ]>leu, T wonid give you the Cross of the

'.'-'i"n of Honor if I could; tell me, is there any dainty
lii- r • fcr which one ought io have oneself?"

\
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"» 'inr. .iKAi.oisirs <•[• .\ ((mni itv ro\v\

wcijrlinl Iniirii . n |miiiii(|- I"

"'I'llill'.- ,-1 -..,,,1 -ifl."" Mi|,| !!!, Clu^.-ilirr, liillliliL'- .I.,-r||,. ,,n

•'" '•'"'' "'III '\^" tliip!-. • \!,: vwiuli- foiiri.rn |,„nn,j.

''" l'"ii-')iiirr U.1-. iH.i ,.i (!;,. |,,iri\. MUr. Cunnnn tivai,.,|

'""I I'.inllv. |-;M||,IHI Iu h,.,- ,;Mr,,l i.-.f,,,,. ,|.rril„,l. |n III,.

^'''> l""luni n\- I,,,. 1„,,,| .1,,. i',j, ;,,, nirxMln.iMr ,lr,,uui..
t('Ulinl> ihl- IIMI: ..f lil'l.. ulidin >lir h:,,) ..Un- nfliMil. S..,„,"

•'"l''> ~i"' iV|„i,|,,| nt' l!,;|| IvlHsll. ;,1PI ,\rl -li,- lin,| a |„v.
M'lilinii'iit thai 'ic .~!i,.iil,| i,,,iitv Inn, afi,.,' all. ainl a .iiva,| ,,|

•''"' "''i''l' ''"!' !' ii'T In ui.-li |.,r ihc iiiaiTia-v. 'I'h,.,,. „|,,,,

'^•'""'l''!''' I"'- iiit<'iv-l III (hi r...,i-,|,n.T. Til,. |;..|,iil,|„.aii'v

'"'''"''•"' |"-<i|M.riinii.- j,r,,,|ii,,.,| an ,.|!Vri ii|„„i h,.r ujii. !i .J„.

"""''' ""' '"I'li'l I" li'TM'ir; and 111,. ('li,.\ali,T ,\r Wtl,,,- aii.l

Mm.'. Cran-,,!,. u|;;|,. |||,.v ,.,,iiM n,,, ,.s|,;,.||,, mii,, ( ,,,.„.,,„'•,

iiiinnH^lcncM-, I, a,
I
,|,i,,i,,l nan,-. Iiirli\r -Ian,-,.-, <nHi,-irn!lv

• Iciir ill tlicir si-nilii ancr |,, .,! ila ni KoiJi ,,n ih,. uai.ii li,

ruin Ihc hopes win, -ImIu l!,aiM|ni. r,!(arlv ,'ni,'ria!n,M| in -uitr
of a lir>i click.

Two o-uot- k,.pt il ilirr- waiim- hm ! l|..ir ,,lll,.ial ihiii,-.

<'.Nciisc(l ili,.ni Im.iIi. iin,' \»a~ M, ,hi Cn.liai. n-iMnir nf
"""'.!-'".-•'-• 'I lii'i-- M. CI,,,,, in'. Ii.al ,,n,-,. a.!,.,'nw laihl-
stcwani in ih,. .Maniiii^ ,!, (;,,nl.... Cl.a-n,! ua^ il,.. ra.tarv
of llu. nhl n..h|,-,^M.. an.! iv,-, iv,.,| .wvyxhrn- anmiiu- ih-ni uiii,
thcdiMin.tinii wliirh hi> nicMt- ,|.-,in,.,l: h,. i,a,| l„.-i,i,.-. a urn
iiicoii.-i,l,rahl.. prival,' h.rniii... W i., n ih,. lu,, lai,. ,-,,i,i,.,- a,--

r:vc.|. .Fac,|nrlni. llir inaii-,r\an!. -,
, m-^ ili,.,,] turn ;o --i mio

tlic (h-awiMjr-rooin. came I'orwar.l uiih. " -Tlii'v" arc all in ih,'

panlcn."'

The re-istfiir of nior(.L';i;:es was ,,nc ..f th,' mo^t ainialih'
men in ih,. town. There wer,. hnt tw,, ihin-s a.jain-t him—
'"' ''!'' iiianic,; an old wormm ioi' h,T nion.'v in the lir^ plac,'.

"'i<l in the .,.,-,, nd it wa< his hahii i,, ,„.iM,.trat,. on!ra..voa-
])UMs. at wh: h he was the first to la;!-h. I',:,!, .haihil,..-. ih,.

stonia.'h- (d' th,' j\u'<u were <:,•(. win...; imi.ai i, ni. |ur ai :ir~f

Mght he was hailed with that faint .M^h uliidi usiiallv we!-
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'MI'l-~ lilHIiT -111 'il<lllll-l,Ml(r<. IN'Ililin.r tllO

' =
''i"""''i"''ii' "I' 'liiiDrr. llirf.,|,i|,aiiv -ir..ll,.,l

li ' li'lT.K'' liV
I he I'.rin.-llllr. In,,!-

iiji iiiid

m;,'oiiI ov.T tile stn
''I lil(i-;ii.- :u]ii iH W;ltcr-|)l;lllt-^. ;it l!

am

'l'l;ii!- nf 111,. |-,,,v

!' Iiiiiik; tli,' (,!,!•

II' so pictiir-

Uli-l', ilK• I i III II I II
! l"UV!l|,T nil till'

•l-Miiilhil Uunil.tl iMlmnic^. tilt

I.I !'>- "I" lillllilT lli.i! -1 inrril
' ''>' |'!''Mii!.n-..v, rtlir nu'v. iln' i:ilHn..t-in;ikir'- uork-

':- IIMV -M!-.!. 11- ulirrr ..,|,K :n,il .lnl- n{ rlullii,,-.- U.Tf
"- '"'' '" '•'>• '! ^^^'- ii' •';-rl. 111., iiour ,|;urtrr of a

' ' •""'.\ '"""• >" "l'i''i lii- nisir nri-lil.i.rliM.,,1 of ||„. „;,,,.,.,

1

-'•'"'.- ^•iil"" lininiiiiij; ,,\,T i;„. I,;iii!;. a rM.i.lni-li ,,r >,)'

• '
'

IV'V l!nU,T-. 1,;.,1 I,.„I an 1 11. 1. MTi l.ji M, ,1 u mi, unriliy ,>l'

.1 ,ii"Im ;ijM' [laintiT's iiru-li.

T:.r CliiAali.T l,H,lIluI,il,. ua- liaiToulv Uatrliin;^ (1„, f;„,,.^

-'"-I-- '!' I^'"''^ ili^il iii- liivliniiiil hail viTv mictv^;-
''" '""'•' '!' li'>' '"! i-trl'i. . ill Ih(. tuuii; luit IK) nil,.

•" "l";'l>-"l''^n/aiiii. ,111,1 i!,i l!i.,i-.,iii!rraii,| tli.' -ivat iifus
': "'; .''''i'' •"•' "I" 'li-iiliiiiLr -i:iiiil,il is pu^M...,."! |,v ,,,.0.

' .<:- Ill a -iijiiviM,. ilr^nv. !i ua< ivH t!iat the time was
I ii|"' I'"' "I" 11 -Ii-<ii.>i,ni of tlK" stran-,. .-vent. Kwrv

•
:• .!- Ihiiiiii! to -n ilinaitrli a private rt-liL-arsal first. So i't

.'.,.- ^^•!||-p,'IV(l :

"Mav' Villi Ik 'an I

?"

•\-.,.-'

'f*'i !''iii-i|iiifr?"

" ^ imI i!;i. fair Suzaniir."
"Ii"'- Mill'. Ciirnuni knuu an villi hit'"'

-V,,."

!: - ua< u^o.^ip /,;„,!, ,. prr^rntlv (Icstincil fn swell into a" "A' ulini tliry wiTc rca.lv to discuss the first ili>Ii of

11

fr.

h
a1
p.

^
' "f .! <ii(!ilcn till. Clicvalicr coiifrontnl ?i[ni.', r.ransnii.

'''' 'i'lv hail -[lorfi'il lii^r 'rccn honiict. triniiiicil with aii-

p ;' ~
:

li'T fan' \va< hi'iiniin- Wa^ -ho siinplv lonirin- to'''' !! .nn.rrt :- .Sudi news is as goiul as a -.ild-miiir to ho

I

^^^
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7<1 THE JEAi.(»r-sii.:s OF A i-nvsniy imwn
workHl ".11... monotonous lives of ,!h... ,..<.,,!,.. ,„„ ,,,,,,s.Tvant .M„l nnoasy (•|,..vali,.r f„n.„..I that I... r,... I LX
sHf-,nt..r..st: At one... 1„. turn..,l to look at A,ha

,

'l.-f.'Hnl.nI...ih,n,...,,,.si.nsofpn.ru,n.l..on,Jn^^
-n. .n,l. n another n.o,n„nt,l„.,o„n,,nan^^
MII.M ormon s f,, uv. uhiH. M,,Ii.H.n,lv n.s.n,hi.,i ; pair-«.n.<.ntal k..ttl..<ln,n.s. .hot a m„I.I..„ li^ht a.ro.. th • T vlu.«br.un

Bvtl.a.,h.an.l,..o„hln.a,i,howhoJ^^;^^^^^^
./•>-''''' ''••"*"''! to h.n.>olf,•^vha, a -lap nith.ta.. I h..vlaid niyst'lf out to jrot !"

He w.nf across to ofT.r h.~ ar.u to MH... c.nnon so th..t l„rmKhtaffrwanls tak.. h..r ,n to dinner She ™M
( hevali..ru,th respectful ... fee,,, ;ro..i„,,.,.;, „„:

'"

r"'•'•'*^'^'•'";^''-'-^•-atic•..on.e^ations;;f :;;^^^^^^
"• -as one o the most brilliant o,.nan,ents of ,,, Snn nher heart of hearts, .h,- had Ion,..! ,o l,e M,,,, de

'

„i.any t.n.e d„rm,r the past twelve vars. Tl„. nan, wV hiW o.thoswar,,,,n,th^^^^^^^

X!;:;t:;;H;V;h:;ut;;-^
sf.nd'iv fill,,,! Am /.

"' r>r. .((.tin of a proces.sion-(ia.\. t,lle(l AfHe. CornK.n w il, dismav the 1, >;^

:t:^:i"'.;^:
":;'''

v'":t"" '^""''^'"?^Nn"
ri -n

'"•^'''"'^ i.ireetation of indim.ren<.e to mnr-

lul oi Hork-,;^irls. ha.l spr.ousk i„j,„,,d him. contrary to hi-own evp..,.tations. The man of ,n,ali,v s,, He.r ZZ 1

'

-attor of tho annuity. miscahJ.lat.d- o^ ^^^^ : I",^';
Mlh.. rorn,on h<.rsolf was not aware that ho pr n-^i-m.-^ upnn the too well-cond„eted Chevalier miUf 1 ,-..a.. ..V .. .mark. .Vhat a pity^;- ;;-^^i?:^

H nint trn,ard. ],e s,nner. and wondered at a taste so WW.H. .Hcordanee. as they in.agine, with ("hristian virtue! Bnlto



:|l
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Al ..n.i. |„. luiii.-.l [,, |,„.k lit vtliiiiiiL-i-

\h.
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;."> 110 further, what nohlor (le.stiiiy for a virtu. >;is woman tliun

;. ia>k of cleansiiii:, after the iiiaiiucr of charcoal, the turbid
waters of vice? IIov,- is it that nohod . has seen tliat those

}^. iHTous creatures, confined by their principles to strict con-
jugal fidelity, must naturally desire a mate of jrreaf practical
1 Aiierience? A reformed rake makes the Ijcst husliand. And
.-,. it came to pass that the poor spinster mii>t si^di over the
(•liM>cn vessel, olfered Iier as it were in two pieces. Heaven
;i',-iie could weld the Chevalier do Valois and du Bouxiuicr
III i>ne.

If the si,i:niricancG of the few words exchanged between the
Cii. valier and ^Mlle. Cormon is to be i)roperly understood, it is

iiTi ^siry to put other matters before the reader. Two verv
>. r:uii.~ ,inc<ti(ms were dividin<r Alen^on into two camps, anil,

iii'.iviiver. du Bousquier was mixed up in both affairs in some
invMciidus way. The first of these debates concerned the cure.
ii''

!
ad taken the oath of alle;:iance in the time of the Kevolu-

ii..ii. and now \. liviufr down orthodox prejudices by settino;
iin example of the loftiest jroodnoss. He was a Chevenis on a
smaller scale, and so much is he appreciated, that whi'ii ho
<li'-'\ the whole town wept for him. Mile. Cormon and the
A '.< (le Sponde belonired. however, to the minority, to the
t ininh sublime in its orthodoxy, a .section which was to the
< Murt of l?ome as the T'ltras were shortly to be to the Court
'i l-eiiis XYIII. The Abbe, in particular, declined to reeoji-
ii!Z' the Church that had submitted to force and ma<le terms
\vi:ii I he Const itutionnels. So the cure was never s<\'n in the
-.i;-!! of th.e liaison Cormon. and the sympathies of its fre-

VI' iitrrs were with the otliciatinfr priest of St. Leonard's, the
^irMiH-ratic church in Alengon. i)u Bousquier, that rabid Lib-

iiider a loyalist's skin, knew how neoessarv it is to flm
a I!

I., rds to rally the discontented, who form, as it wen-, th

\

:-Miop of every opposition, and therefore he Iiad alreadv
-I'd the sympathies of the trading' classes for the cure.
"V fur tile second affair. The same blunt diplomatist was
"•ret ip>;ti.<:ator of a scheme for buildinsr a theatre, an
'Wiieh had only lately sprouted in Alen(;on. Du Bous-

'^1

11

oil

- -^^^^P^?^^??^^^ii3B^*«r^5Wr.^^^4^^^^ :



til

lltl

'

m.

[#*: %
]

~x THE .iEAi.<ns;i;s or .\ co; xruv niwx

(luicrV zcaldis knew ihiI their MiilKunct. Inn tlicy were iii..n>

ardent in tlieir <|efellce ,,1" wh:it tliev Relieved In i,e tlieir Mun
plan. Al!iana~e wa- niie df the verv linite-i of the ]iarti~,ins

ill favor (if tlie theatre; in the uiayei'"- nil'Kv fnr -evrra! davs
pa-t l,e liad heeii pleadin-' for the eaiiM' which all th.e yoiinuvr
men had taken uj).

^

''"" i-'liiMi tn the Chevalier. He (ilTered his arm U> Mile,
('"rnion. v, ho thanked him with a radiant ,i,danec for this at-
''''"'"" '""!• 'ill fin^wer. the Chevalier indicated Athana.-e bv
a iiieaiiinir junk.

••Madenioi.selle." he he-aii. "as \rni have such well-halaianl
judgment in matters .,f .^Mia! (on\ention, and as that voiui^'

man ,.- related to yon in ^onie wav
"

"N'ery di.-iantly." >he hivrke in.

^

'"Ou;:!!! yon not to n^. ihe inllnence which you possess with
lum and his mother to prevnt him from -oii!- ntterlv to the
bady lie is not \ivy reli-ions a- it i,- : he defends that )» r-

jure.l prie-t; hut that is noihine-. It is a much moro seri.ms
matter: is he not plhiiuin- tho;i-h;le,-sly into opposition with-
out rcalixin.u' how hi- conduct may a.'l'ect his prospects? H«
is sehemin.L'- to Imiid this th.'atre: hr i- the dupe of that Hc-
pidilican in disi:uis(>. dii nous(|Kier "

'M)ear me, M. de \'aloi<. hi> mother tells me that lie is 8o
clever, and he has not a w(^rd to -av for himself; he alwav:;
stand> planteil hefore you jij;,. a -t.uuti—— "'

"Of limitations." cried the ivji-^trar. "l caui^ht that tlv-

in.ff.—
I pivseiit my <lrr„ar.^ to the Chevalier de Valois," he

added, sahitiiiir the latter with the e\a-i:eration of ileiiri

.Afonnier as '-Josenli I'rudhomme." an admirable tvpe of the
class to which M. du Coudrai helon.red.

^f. de \'aIois, in return, .irave him ;!i,. abbreviated patmniz-
in.ir nod of a noble standin,ir on his <li-iii: >

: t!i,.n he drew Mile.
Cornion further alon- the terratc bv I'i,' di-tance of ^eveni!
flower-pots, to make the re<:istrar undrr-iand that he did ii.>t

wish to be overheard.

'i'h.Mi. lowerinu- hi^ voice, he lieuf i.> ->v :n Alik^. (V,r„inn"s
ca.r: '-JIow can you expect that lad educated in tlu-e de-

-^m ^MMFy^^
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f.--tJ.If liii|KTi;il lArciuii- .~li,,ul(] iiiivc iiny id.'iis. (ircat
.'!''- .iii'l a \'-\''-y I'Ac ciiii niilv COMIC of rij,^lit (.(nir.>('s and
""''''"'-- "'' li''''- I' i- iH't (lilliciili to l'oiv>cf, from tilt' look
"'' '''

I

' l'''il"V>-- lliai h,. will 1m. \n,ik in his iiUclltrt and
'iii.'^l., a niiMialilc end. Sir how ],;,!,. :,,id ha;,'gard ho

-Hi- mother .-ay.- that hv \vm-k< far too hard," she replied
iiiii"-ri)tiy. •II,

• >i>ru(]> hi- tii.irlits, think (d' it! in reading
'

'v
•""' \^rilin- Wliat -oo.l ean it ].o.v-il,|y do a \o\mg

iniMi - firn-jicct.-. to .-ii ii|i wriiin;: at ni^dit
?""

_

-Wliv.^ it exhaii.-t.- him." .-aid the Chevalii r. trving to hring
lii' i.idv",- tlion-Iit> hack to the jn.int. wliieh u'as to di.-^ru^'t

li'i- >*ith Alhana.-^e. -'riie tiling.^ that went on in those "Im-
(•M.il L\eeiini- were .something really shocking'."

"I'l^ ve-," said the simph. la.ly. "Did thevliot maki^ them
'^.il^ "in with drums in front? The ma>ter,- had no more
n'i-i..„ than heath.i;-: aiMJ th,y nut them in inn-form, poor
!-\-. <'\;icily as if tlay had heen s.ddiers. What notions!"
"And •^.•e what conies of it." continued the Chevalier, indi-

':>'! v -Vlhanase. '"In mv time, where wa> the voiuii man
ili^i! '"idd not look a pretty w.mian in the face? Xow. he
'• i- h:> ey,.- a< soon as he >ees yon. That voting I'nan

">'' me. hecan.-:e I am intere>t..d in him. Tell'him not to
;';^^-e \v,t!i r.onajiarli-ts. as he is doing, to hnild this
"^••'I'v: if ihe-e little yoiing.-teiv do not rai,-e an insurrection
•'"• '!< iiiand ii (for iiiMirrc'ct ion ami eonstitiil ion. to my mind
;-' '^^' "'"-'l- for the ,-ame thing), the aiiili,,rities will huild'" \nrl tell his mother to look after him."

"!!. -he will not allow him to see these half-pav people or
";"!' I"\v eompanv. I am siire. I will speak to'him ahout
!' -aid .Aill... Cornion: -he might lose his -itnntion at the''"'- elliee. .\iid the!) what Would fhev do. he and h
tii..;f '''

It makes vou -Iniddi'i-."

tllS

I' '
I

\~ M. de Talleyrand .-aid of his wife, so said the ( 'heva-
' ''i'iiin himself at thai moment. a> he loked at the lady:
"l''lhere is a stupider w., mat!. I should like to see hrr. On

"I"'- of a gentleman, if virtue make- a u<inian so stupid

^1

I
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as this, is it not a vico? And yot, nhat an adorahlc wife sho

would make fi>r a man of my age! What principle I What
ignorance of life I"'

Please to i)ear in min<l that these remarks were addressp(,

to till- Princess (iorilza during the manipulation of a piucli

of snu!f.

Mine. Cranson felt instinctively that the Chevalier wa-;

talking of .\thana>c. hi her eagerness to know what he had
heen saying, she followed ;\lllc. Ccrmon, who walked up to

the young in.i'. in ijui'stion. jMitting out six feet of dignitv in

front ; hut at that very moini'nt Jac()uclin announced that

"Mademoiselle was servi'd,'' and the mistress of the house shot

an appialing glance at the Chevalier. J?ut the gallan: reg-

istrar ()( morigages was hcginning to pe(> a som<>thing in M. do

Valois' manner, a glimi)>e of the barrier which the noblesse

were alioiit i i raise hit ween themselves and the bourgeoisie;

so. delighted with a chance to cut out the Chevalier, he crooked

his arm, and ]\Ille. Cormon was obliged to take it. ;M. de

Valois, from motives of policy, fastened upon ^Ime. Granson.

"Mile. Cormon takes the liveliest interest in your dear

Athana.-e. my dear lady." he said, as they slowly followed in

the wake of the other guests, "hut tiiat interest is falling oi!

through your son's fatdt. IFc is lax and Liberal in his opin-

ions ;
he IS agitating for this theatre: he is mixed up with the

Bonapartists; he takes the part of the Constitutionnel cure.

This iine of conduct nuiy cost him his situation. You know
how carrfiilly his ^lajesty's government is weeding the service.

If your dear .\thanasc is once cashiered, where will he find

employment r lie must not get into bad odor with the author-

ities."

"Oh, M. le Chevalier." cried the poor startled mother, "what
do ! not owe you for telling me this I Vou are right : my hoy
is a tool in the hands of a had set; I will open his eyes to his

position."

It \\:n long <\nvQ the Chevalier had sounded Athanase's
character at a L;'ance. lie saw in the depths of the younu'

nvau'- I, at HIT the scarcely malleable nuiterial of Republican
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mnw, in>n.v; a la<l at that a.yo will sacrific(> ov.Tvthinj: for such
: -I'.i- if he i> smitten with tli,. \v,.nl IJImtiv, that MTva-iir ^o
httlr ruMiprchciuIod uord which is like a'stan.h.nl of revolt
.•r iiin-. at the bottom of tiio wIum.j fur wiio.n iwojt means
vunp. Athanase was siiiv to stick to hi. opinio,H. for 1,,.

^"1 ^••"^' n them, with his artisfs sorrows an-l his embittered
.Mu~ ,,| the social framework, into his political creed He
«:i- iva.lv to sacrifice his future at th." ouIm-i for the«;e
'i'Miio,,-. n<t knowing that he. like all men of real ability
->uld !,a\e H-n reason to modify the,,, bv the time h,. Poached
tl" iiLV (,t >iv.and-thirty, wh.'n a man has formed 1h< ,nvn
'-nrm-iMw of hfo, with its intri..at.. relations ami mterde-
•'ndu,,... If Athanaso was faithful to the npp,Hi,,nn ,n
A,, n :..„. !„. would fall into disgrace with Mile. Cormon. Thus
lar liir ( hevalier saw clearly.

\i H M, iliis little town, so peaceful in appearan.'e. was to the
li.i^ ..- imuh agitated internally as anv congress of diplomates
«>" 'I'.ili iind guile and i,a>si.,n and self-interest are met
!" '.i-< ii-s the weightiest questions between empire and em-
tiiv.

M..Muvl,ile th" guests gathered about the table were eatinrr
"" ' «;,y through the first course as people eat in the pnn-

'•ithoiit a blush for an honest appetite: whereas, in
t uoiibl appear that our jaws are controlh'd hv sump-
li<;ts whicl, (h.lil,erately set the laws of anatom'v at de-
\\"eat w,th thetipsof our teeth in I'ari<. we illch the

!"^-'nv. of the table, but in the p,-ovinces things an- taken
"-•" 'MiiM-alJy: possibly existence centres a little too much
'"j!' '''•.^'•' at and universal method of maintenance to which

'"•'
' "idemns all hi< creatures. It was at the end of the fir^t

v'MiM. ,ha, Mile. Cormon brought out the most cel..brated of
•_^ .T "iuversational cues; it was talked of fur two vears
a.i.r-r,,,.].:

,t is (pioted even now. ind.-ed, in the Mib-injur-
- " ; -•' ifa of Alencon whenever her marriage is under di^-
jn--i'.n. Over the last entree but one. the conversation waxed

, _

-nd uordy. tnrnin-. as might have l,een expected, upon
til'

. :: .ir of the theatre and the cure. In the first enthusias

lllct -. W
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of Ruy;ili>tii ill iSlCi, tluwc cxtrcrnist-. who wcro nftcrwiinls

r'iillcd '*.v ./I'y^iiitrx dii pai/s, were for (•xpcllini;- tlit' Abbe
Fraiii iii- rrnni lii.-; ciirc. .M. do X'aioi- ^ll^|l((l((| dn B()ii>i|un'r

of .-ii|i|Mir'iii,L'' the pric-t iiml initiiratiiiir ilic iiiii-ii,Mii'^ ; at anv
ratt'. llic iinlilc Clii'valicr pil'il the lpunlcii< oii du l5()us(jui(.r'a

liack with his wonted -kill ; and dii l!niiM|uicr, iicin^r uiircjirL'-

K'litcd hv (Miin-cl, v.;i< cniKb iiini'd mid |mt in ilii' pilldrv.

Anion;: tho-c pn'-cnt, Athana-c was throiilv person sunirient-

]y frank to .-land up for tiic ab.-ent, and lie felt that lie wa» not

in a position to Kriii;: out his ideas In fort' tlioe Aleneon iiia;:-

nates, of who~e intelleeis he had the ineane>t ojiinion. Oiilv

in the pro\iiiees iiowadavs will you find yoim;f men keejiini;

a resp<'(tful coiiiiienanee before peojile of a certain a;re with-

out (lariiiLr to have a tliiiLr at their elders or to contradict thciii

too llatlv. To resume. On the advent of some delicious ca/Kirii

(/(/./• iilirrs. the conver>atioii (ir-t decidedly lla.LTi^ed, and tlifii

suddenly dropped dead. Mile. Cornion. eiiiuloiis of her nwn
]H)ultry, iiiveiilid aiioih.T cuinrtl in her anxiety to defeiij du

I5oiis(piier. who had been represented as an arch-concoctcr of

iiitriuue. and a man to -et mountain- fiuditinu'.

''For my own part." sai<l she. '"I thouirht tliat M. du Bou,--

qiiier^rave his whole attention to childisli matters."
I'nder the circumstaiu cs, the epii,Taiii produced a tre-

niondous ciroct. ^Ille. Cornion had a ,<:reat success; she

Imni.dit the I'rincoss Gorilza face downwards on the tabk
The ("hevnlicr. by no means expecting: his Dulcinea to say

anytliiiiLT so much to the purpose, could find no words to ex-

press his admiration: lie apphuuhd after the Italian fa.sjiion,

uoi-elessly. with the tips of his fintrc'rs.

"She is adorably witty." lie said. tiiriiiii<: to ^fnie. (Iran^('n.

'•I have always said that she would unmask her batteries some

day."

•'•p.ut when you know Iier very well, she is charming," said

the widow.

".Ml women, madanie. have rs/in'f when von know tliom

well."

When the Homeric laughter subsided, Mile. Cornion asked

t

I

I

.{-.

li.s
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f.^ ;:M rxphnuiticn nf I.T >n.Tr><. T!..'., tl,,. ,.h.,ru,- of scandal
LT.u im;i Ii,,^ri,t. i»„ H„„„,„i,.,. u-M- tnin~furiiM.,| i„iM a badi-
'
'! I'rr {;v^u<:nv: it wa> hr uli„ iii|,,l ,h.. KminJlin- llos-

]'ila'. tin. iminoralilv <,f l,i. hf,. „,.,, |.,j,i i,.,,.^, .„ ,,,^, ."|, ^^..^^

a!;.'l .1 PH.,.,. uiti, In. I'an^ .,r;:i,... an,| .. Inrihar.,! >n f„rtli
'•;'',".\'''" «'!"'^"1'«'>-'!" Val„.~. ,1„. ,.|,,,.r..., .,r ,.,„„h,..,nrs
"1 ''M~ .^Mi,l „1 ..rdu-tra, iIr. „v,.,.iur.. \va> >,,in..|!,ii,.r ,„a>r.
Hi: . • III,

" "

,"' ''" '"" l^"""-."' sii,! 1,,.. with nin,l, ii„li,Lr..n,.,.. -.vhat
t.'.T.....,,,,! ,„,.Mhlv 1.,. t,. |.n.\,.,.i a ,lu I!,.,...,,,!,.,- lV.„a rnar-
i^.n-. aMa,I,.,n,»,sdl(.- Suzainir whatrN,.r-it-i>-u|,at .1,. v„u
'^ul i' r.'-.suzottf! 1 only know the cliil.ln.n l.v si^rht. th,n,.rh
i hnhr u-,(l, Mmio. Lanlot. If this S„x„n is a tall. f;n,.-|„ok-
in.' furuar.l s„rt of ^nrl with -fay rvs, a slmder fi-ur... and
[" ''''— ' ''"^'' ""' P^i'I ii'N.li all, .nil, ,11 i„ ,h,..,. ,hin,rs
.;:t -I,,. >,...nH.(] to ,uv u> U' v.-rv inM,!,.nt an-l v.tv innvh
'•

'
l-nM|ui..r*< ^ui>rrun- in th,' niaii,!- ,,f iiiann,.rs. Bf<i,lps

.^"/:ii)n.' lia> the n,.bility „f lM.au! v : fn.in that !„,int of vii'w,'
v...iil,l cri-tainly make a marriai:,. I,..n,.alli her. The Kni-

!
' r .l,,M.,,h, you know. ha<! ih.. .-uriositv to >ro t,. s,v thc'du

'•^-'
^1' i.ucicnm.s. II,. om.iv,! l„.r his' arm; and when the

!
|-.iiri,.san. ovcivmnc hy sn.h an honor, hc-itatt.d to take

'!. •'•••amy IS alway- a .lUrcn.' said the Kinp.ror. R,.,nark that
' '

l.inpcr,)!- Joseph was an Austrian (n'riiian." add,M] thev •'li'T: "hut, h,.li,.v.. ,n,.. iliat (;,.rinanv. whi.h ^u' think' - .1 N.TV hoorish ...•untry. is n.allv a lan,l of n„hl,. chivalry
"'' -n- manners, especially towards l',)land and Iluterarv

there arc-—" II, 're th.' ClH.vali.'r hrok,- ,>tr. f,.;i"rin^r
^e an allusion to his own happv f,)rtune in th,' j,a-t"

'
•

'.'.V took up his snufT-hox and c,'.nfl,l,.d ih,. rest to thJ
I'l !:,... wl„, 1,.,,] sinil(.d on him tor thirtv-Mx vi.ars.

^

"I
' -peech wa> delicat,.ly c,UHi,l,.rat,. f,',r Louis X V.." saiil

^

""I'y «e are talkini: o{ ili,. Kiiip,.ror J,,-,. ph. I l)(.|i,.v,.." re-
f'"!' ' Ml!,.. Cormon. with a liiii,- l- nowim: ;,ir.

/•'".'"n,M^ell,.." sahl the ClH.valier. >.>einL'' the wicked
t'.i'v- ..xchanged hy the l're>ident. the re-isirar, an,l the

t.. <
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notarv. ".Mim-. ilu Harry wa-; Louis (^hiinzr's Suzaiuio, a fact

known well (110111:11 to us scapi'^'nuc-;, Init wliicli voim^ laiiic,

are not cximi ted to know. Your i^xnorancc shows that tin;

diainoiiil i^ tlawlcss. Tlic ((trniiitions of history liave not so

nuuli a- touched you."

At tiiis tlic .\l)hi'' dc S|)ond(' looked fjraeiously upon ,M. de

\'aloi> and hciit his head in laudatory a|i|ifo\al.

"Do you not know hi-tory. iiiadcnioiM'llc." ask('(l the rcjris-

trar.

"If you nuiddlf up Louis X\'. and Suzanne, how can Mm
exfu'ct nie to know your history?"' was Mile. Tornion's anp'lir

reply. She was >o pleased I The di>li was eni|/ty and the <iiii-

versalion revived to such purpose that everyhody was hiii;.liiiig

with their niouths full at her last ohservation.

•I'oor youn>i thin«:I" said the Ahhe de Sponde. "When
once troui)le comes, that love grown divine called charitv is as

blind as the jiairan love, and should see nothin<r of the causuj

of the troiihle. ^oll are I'resident of the Maternity Society,

Itosi' ; this child will need help; it will not be easy for her to

find a hushand."

"I'oor iliild !"" >aid Mile. Corinon.

"is (111 I>ou.-(|uier .uoiiii: to marry her, do you suppose?"'

asked the I'n-ideiit of the Trihunal.

"It would he his duty to do so if h(> wore a decent ni.in.'"

said Mme. (iranxui; "hut. really, my doi; ha.s better notion.^

of decency
"

"And yet Azor is a <irreat forau'er." put in the registrar,

trying a joke this time as a change from a pun.
They were still talking of du Rous(|uier over the dessert.

He was the hutt of uncounted playful je.-ts, wliicli grew more

and more thunder-charged ::nder the inlliicnee of wine. Led

off by the registrar, they lol lowed up one pun with another.

l)u P.()iis(iuier"s eharacter was now ap-parent ; he was not a

father of the church, nor a reverend father, nor yet a mn-
script father, and so on and so on, till the AI)Ih'> de Sponde
said 'in any case, he is not a foster-father," with a gravity

that checked the laughter.
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'N-r a hi'iivy fatluT," added the Chevalier.
Ill" Cliiireli and the aristoeraey liad deseendr<l into tlio

an (:,i nf «(.r(]-|)Iay without loss of di;rnitv.

-Iln-h:"' >ai(l the registrar, "I eaii hear dn Hou^iiuior'd
hont- creMkiiig; he is in over .-hoes over hoots, and no niis-

1
1

nrarly always happens tliat when a man's name is in
'^•'} "iH'"s moiiil,. li,. is th.' la<t to l-ear what is said of him;
th- uliul,. t,,wn may he talking of him, slaiiderini: him or ery-
ini: him down, and if he ha< no frirnds to repeat what other
I"-|'lr -^ay of him. he i- not likely to hear it. So the hlame-
!" d:i l'.oiis(ini..r, dn liouscpiier who would fain have heen
L'iin'iv. uho wished that Suzanne had not lied to liim. was
M!|.iviiir|y uneon.'^cious of all that was taking j)laee. Xohody
iiad -|M,krn to him of Suzanne's revelalion- ; f..r that matter,
'wyl-dy thought it indiscreet to ask (|uestions ahout the
iilfair. uhen the man most coneerned sometimes possesses sc-
irn- uliich eomp.'I him to keep silenee. So uhen people ad-
,i"iiinrd for oofTee to the drawing-room, where several evening
\Mtnrs w(>re already assendjied, du IJouscpiier wore an irro^
>i-iih|i- and slightly fatuous air.

MM", Cormon. counseled hy confusion, dared not look
1-" in!-^ the terrihie s<'ducer. She took possession of Atha-
n.i- ii?id administered a lecture, hringing out the oddest as-
^"r;i..,.n( of the commonplaces of I?oya!i-t doctrines and edify-
III- truisms. As the unlucky poet had m. >nu(M)o\- with a por-
"•i

1
if a princess on tiie lid to sustain him und-T the sliower-

I'aili of foolish utterances, it was with a vacant expressicm that
li" li'ard his adored lady. His eyes were fixed on that enor-

I- hust. which maintained the ah-olute rei)o<e charactor-
-V.v .4

. - -

II

Teat niasses. Desire wrought a kind of intoxiiation
in i'Mii. The old maid's thin, shrill voice hecame low music
'" liK cars: her platitudes were fraught with ideas.

^
'."ve is an utterer of false coin : he is alwavs at work trans-

"'"ling common copper into gold louis: sometimes, also, ho
"i.ikr. !,H seeming halfpence of line gold.
"Well, Athanatiu, will you promise me:'"

I'-

m

^^^r^T TS^'Pf^mm^m
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m Tin: ii: vi.(Msii:s oi- a coiNTitv town
'Plif (In.il |.liiM-c Mniik nil III- \«\iw^ iiiim"- <iir; lie wnkf

with ii >Ijirl I'nuii ;i Mi— ful (iiviiiii.

"U li;il, ni.iil. inniMlli.:-'" iviuriicil lie.

Mile. Cnriii,,!! n.-r jiKniptiv iiimI -liiiicrd jicm^^ nl dii Boii--
•liiicr. At tli;il iiinin.iit lir liM.k.d likr the l.rawn.v I'abuloin
(IrilV wllHM. In ||,-S \uu iM'liuhj 1||H,I1 l,'c|.l|l,|ic,m t'llivr-|'r,inr

j.iccc<. Sh,. unit ,,\rv I,, Ml,,,.. (;raii-nii ;iii,| ^;ii,| in ;, ,,„|ti.

tlciitinl Iniii' :

"^uiirMni i~ \\>':\k in hi- iiiiclj.ct. mv |M,(ir frirml. 'I'liai

I.vcviim ha- iM..'M ihr niiii ..f hi,,,."' .I,,, aihlrj. ivcull.viii,- ||,,u

thr Chcvalirr ,1,. \-a|,,|, Iumj niH-ir.! mi ilir ha. I .mIucih,,,,
p'wrh in iIkoc insiiiiiiioMs.

Ilfiv ua.- a thiind.TlM.ll '. |',,nr Ailiaiia^' ha. I hail hi^
cliaiic.. (,( lliii-in- liiv upon ih.^ .Irn.l >iciii- hrapnl ii|, ni iliv

oh! niahPs iH'art. ami hr had imi Kn.iun it! If hr iia.l hut
list. Ml. -iI t.. h.T. he nii-lil ha\.' nia.l.' Imt iii,.l.T-lan.l

:
{^.y in

.Mile. (',,rni..n"-^ juvMiU hi-hlv-u nai-lu iii..,m| a \v.,r.l umii.l
have l»vn cnoii-h. hm ili.- wn (uvrr ,>( tlic -tnpcl'vinir .Tav-
iii,irs (.f ]<.v.-i,-k v.. mil h.i.l -pnih.l 1,1- eh, in.-.- ; so ^oniHim.- a

diihl full of lilV kill- hiniH'M' thrmiuh i-:ii,,r;in(T.

"What can \,.ii hm,. \,rrn -aviii- to .Mllr. Corinon r" a-kf.l
liis mother.

"^"othinL^"

'•\„ll,i„^r5_i ^vill jiavc tlnV fl.'aiv.l n|.." slie said, and
Jiiit oir serious hii.-ine-s lo th.' ni..rrou ; dn I'>oiis(]iiier was
liopelessh- List, she thoii-ht. ami th.. >|.e,vli tn)iihled her v.rv
little.

Soon tho f.Mir rard-tnhl.s r.'e.'iwd their coniplcinent ..f

pla.viTs. Four j.erM.ns sat down lo i.i(|net. tlie most o.xpcnsiv.'

aninsement of the ewnini.'. over which a irood deal of inon.v
fliiin;:(>d hands. M. ('h.W^nel. the atiorn.v for the crown, and
ii couple of ladi(^s wcni to the red-lacpH'red cabinet for a jrain.'

of trir-trac. The candles in the wall-^coiuvs were lijitcd.
an.] then the tl.iw.r of AIll.-. Cu-iuon's set hlos^onied out al)Oiit

tile fire, on the settees, and alM.ut tlie lahl.-. F^a.-h new couple,
on .nt.-rinL'- the room. tna.].. th.. same rem.irk to Aflle. Corni.in.
"So you are goin- to the I'rehaudet to-iiiorrow?"

virM.'"^?5»j.^^*^iy^^ In i
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"Vi -, I rrj|ll\ tlill>t." -he -;ii(|.

Ml tlir-.iiif|i the

111 . •A~\\l f |l> (,!• li.

'Vclllllj.'
I ill' ||()«ti'-^ w

Miii. lininxiii \\;i< thr lir-i i<i -re thai

l|. ;-iir. .Mill'. Culliinli v,;l- llll|lki!i_r

\\li;il jrc ymi think

-"ii --I.I 'I .-ii lii»t. liiiiliiiL' I

'M' a [III in(ii|H('il ;iir.

Ill' \\n< Mot fit II K<'

I
'•',' Jliiiilll . cnliNiii ' M in.', (Iniii-

•r Minn;: mi tin' hi.uil' ;i\

\i.

Mil Ihiiikii.i: i,\ thill
I

-(,r .jii-|. .\iii I

I' niiiv .^...'ictv uill

ll'il jPMtrnll(.„ (if

in IliiW In lllnl t'll irnu II- lor

:4

II t i-uirits'" «'\(laiii|,-,| .\Iiii(. (, ran -on. •w
t!i '. r -i\.'ii Ml iiiin-li to aiu one I

IV. von have
ic iii'iori'

iliii. niv ilcar, it is m. iialiiral to have a .'liiM.

iin|iro|n'r 'tv from tiio luart >trii

till' M.itiriiity Socii'iy iliiiiil) fruiii ,,|

l'i"ii-.'::ir had ailiially p. in- np in Mil,-. ('

ik the t rca-iin r of

,11 >. Iii'tran Mine, (mmii-on.

ii<r a-ioMi-'uiiciit. Dii

iriiioii - ii|iiiiioii I

"ilii l>oii,.(|iiifr i-; not
\ill:iiii into till' liar-:;im. W'licn a
'Ni'"s lifi', it is hi> (Iiiiv -iirclv to
' III- part raihiT than .' i..^ tons-

(• i- I

!:; I' ]V a liiMn>t<T— lir i> a

H'jm iia- .-p,.ilc(l sonichodv

i!"i' • aiiii'iiils. It ,-ho!i!<l h

II!'' ilii- yomii,' piiMiii: ;iii,| uhm a!) comes to all A\
Inh! L'iri. it •••I'lii- to mo. lor ihiivarc hcttiT mm m Aim
lliaii that (vnic of a dii I'mu- i|lllrr. rirl miis|
ll!c| 'I' have anything: to do with him.

roll

III' .-ha'iiclcsH

I \ nil- our .-on. doar. tradirs von I,

voiid mi'. (Vrtainlv I ilo not

itin word- tlia; arc

f"!- M dii i?oii.-i|ni.'r; hut cxplai.) to mo uiiv

\vaiit In maki' c.vcii^

f' r :i uomau to pri'for one man to aimihor

it is immoral

.\!

"f.ir iniisin, suppose now that \oi) were t o marrv niv
M! .-i-e; tiiere would he iiotliiiii: hut what wa- verv natural

"I tii.it. lie is vmm<: and lookiiii.' he has a future lief,ori'
i; -Xieneon will he proud oj Jnm -,,i,ie da v. Rut—-every

111!.' V.,,|||(
1 think that \on took >u

t'il!

ind f. .r the sake of irreati

d

ell a ynuni'' man as vour
r (•oiijiii:al feliii!\. SJandernus

i-'iii - wouhl sav that voii v. re nia; iiiL.'- a snllii-ierr pro\ ion
I'f !•'-> for yourself. There wouhl 1m

'

nl

i!iH-'- of de}iravity a^^iin-t yon. Bm what would
to .Mill? You would he dearly loved—loved sincerely. If

oils women \'> hrim:

ii matter

^MnHP^ IT'S
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Mi

AtllJUlil-i' -irliiril Id yoll to lie Weak of intellect, rilV lll'lir, it H
lu'Ciiiise lie li:i- (mo mniiy ideas, KMreiiies meet. lie isa-ieltati

in his life a» a ;:ii I nf lifteeii ; hr lia - not wallnued in the poj-

Intidfi- nf I'ariv . Well, mm, eliariL'e the tenii', as

niy |H,nr hii-liaini ii-ed to .vay. It i- relatively jii-t the -ann'

sittiatiun as liii l'i(p|i-i|iiier's and Sii/atiMe'^. I$iil what VMuild

lie -lander in yunr ea-e i- true jn every wav nf du |ii)ii-.|iiiiT,

N'dvv <\n yon iiiidei-iand !'"

"\h niure than if ymi were talkin;: (.rei'k," said liiw

Coriiinn. i>|ieiiin«: wide eye> and ixertiiii: all thu jiowers of h-r

undir-taiiditiL.'.

"Well. then, eoii-in. sinec one iniist put dot^ on all ilw i'-.

it is (jiiite niii of the ((iiestion that Suzanne sliDuhl i(,\e du

Bousijtiier. And when tlie heart eounts for no(hin«j in siuh

nn affair "

"Why. rei.lly, cousin, how sliouUl people love if not with

their hearts? "

At till- .Mine. (Iranson tlKMmlit within herself, as tlie ('In v;i-

licr had thoii;rlit :

"The poor cdiisin is too innocent hy far. 'I'his ^'nes Ix'voiul

the [KTiiiis-ihlc " .\loiid -he said, "Dear <:'\r\. it .seems to

nie tliat a iliild i- not conceived (>[' spirit alone."'

"Why. yes. (K'ar. for the Holy \'irj:iii
"

"Hut. niy dear, jrood ;:ir! du jtou-iiuier is not the llnlv

Ghost."

"That is true," returned the spin-tcr: "he is a man—a man
dan^'erous enoii,i:h for his friends to nroniincnd him stron<.'Iy

to marry."

"You. cou<in. miffht l)rinfr that ntioiit "

"Oh, how?" cried tlic spinster, with a jrlow of ("hristiiin

cliarity.

"Decline to receive him until he takes a wife. For the sake

of reliirion and morality, you ous/ht to make an ( .xample of

him under tlie circnmstanei's."

"We will talk of tlii- ai:ain, dear Mine, (iranson. when I

rnm(> l)ack from the Prehaudct. I will a-k ailviee of mv nude
and the .\lilie Couturier," and ^lUe. Cormon went back to

I

.j'f?i!^''>ief'4fi>;
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"^rll(. roriiion:' she lookcl >tr;iiii:c. I tli(.ii,-!il."

"1I(.\V 111.. Ahhi' <tnn]><, |)<.nr 1111111! And how he uots to
slc(.]i-Hli,| vol! sc.'? il,. never knows wImtc tl,,. (,.,p|, ,|^^,

iinw ; liis tiiiiid wjiiulcrs."

'"Wi' >liiill ip<' viTv .-nrrv to lose liiin."

'•It is ;! fine iii-lii, W,. ,li;)!| hiivc ;i fine diiy to-morrow."
'Fine weather for tiic jijiplo to set."'

'•V<iu Ileal us to-iii.uiit: voii alway> do when M. de \;ilm\
is your jiai'tner."

"Then liow Miueh did he win ?"'

'To-niLdil :- Why. he won tliree or four francs. He never
loses."

"Faith, no. There are ttiree hundred and sixtv-flve dav.> in
the year, you know: at that rate, whi.l l^ as good as a farm
for him,"

"Oil I what hail luek we had lo-niudit '."

"Vou are very fortunate, inonsi.'ur and madatno, liere vmi
are at your own door-tep. while w- have half the town to

cross."

"I do not pity you: you could keep a earria,<re if vou likp,l.

yon need not -j,, afoot."

"Ah: iiion>ieur. we have a dau.Lditer to marrv (that ineiin«

one uheel). and a son to keep i,, Paris, and that take- the
Otiler."

"Are you still determined to make a mairistrate of him?"
"What can one do? Vou muM do -ometiiinir with a boy,

and !ie.-ides. it i.s no disirrace to -erve the Kitiir."

Sometimes a discu.ssion on eid<r or flax was oontinuod on
the way. the very >ame thinirs iieini: said at the same season
yoar after year. If any oh.verver (d' human nature had lived

in that particular street, their e.mver-^ation would have sup-
plied him with an almanac. At this m.unent. however, the

talk was of a drH-idedly Hahelaisian turn: for du Bousquier.
walkinc: on ahead hy himself, was Inimminsr the well-known
tune "Fnmnr soisihj,-, ctitrnih-fu h' rnmnrjc'^" without a su:^-

p^icion of u^ anp?-opriateness. Some of !!,(' partv held that du
Hou-ijuier wa> uncommonly lonir-headed. and that people

':^V^:'":'\-icA "(f^F^^^v^pmrm. W^swr^' it-'{i/fi^^^m''f.-
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^i...Il mil Hi'

t.'.:- \ !> w -iticc he had I

i''"..y. PiVM(I,.i,( ,1,1 Roiicrrt iiirlinci] Umnnh

vrrr 'I'll

"I'll i-((nflriii((l ill his iKjst 1

rv>t rc-iinlcd thf fi)r;ii,r(.-

:j' Full - mail of hix iiH.nils, of \y]

)V .1 TlCW

loiitractor as a

In I

""" aiivihiii^r iiij^rht hi. i.x-
"' proviiKcs, as in Tari-. pnMi,. ,

ii'li 111 the position of il

'f >talut' was cn'cti.d at a ph-i

-latiii' in Addi.^oirs in,

iH'ii arc viTV

:<'nious

luo lavalicrs coniiiii

<•< wlMTf four roads
tip on opposit.. sides declared, tlic•''•••"" "as white, the other thai it «a. hhi.-k. unii! they

-'';'; l'l-u>. nnd hoih of tlieni lyiii;, on the ^nunul diseuv'

'•'I
•-" " ""^ I'la.'k on one si, n,| white on the other

^ - .. Jlnni eavai.er eoniinK -p to their assistanc.. allirnu'd

,

^^';" "" <:l'"valier de Vah.i. p,a,.h,'d lioni... he .aid lo
^'m-..^ ••!,,. tun., to spread a report that I an, ;.o,n;: to
'•-'.' M!lc (ormon. I ]„. news shall eonie from the .ITs-
^^.^..,^ silon: it shall .„ Mrai;:ht to the H,.hop-s pala.e ;.i

";•':"";' '•."•I<tlirou,di one .d-th,.viears-,r,.nen,l to the
;:'" " ^'- f;":"'"'''!"- n,' will not fail to tell ,|„. AMh^
'":;-^n..-.andin(hi. wayMIl,., ('..nnonwill ,v,.,.Me the <hoi
";;^^'.'l'TtlH. water-line. The „I,i Manpiis d-K..n.i,on is
'',"', ^'"'•'-^'''"•''•^l"""l'' t'Miiiuu'r to put a -lop t <.
•"I.:.!, mi^ht injure Mile, ("ornion if I fail ,o .-onie ?,„-
^-M;..!-.!,... If .herefus,'sn„.. The Al,i,e -hall h,. u,.|| and
';'' '"^"'^1''': "',(1 afi.'r a ,a!l fmni Allle. ,le Cnrde- ,n-•

'

•"rM. of wlu.'h the ^.randeur ami th,' pro-p..,,. ,d' th.. alli-
-;-»;;M,eputl..'foreMne. (ormon.>h..i.no, likeh ,„ i,„,,i

In" Al,i„. will leave h.'riiiorv than a liimdre,! ih.ui-ind
;''-'^.^>n.las f.,rh,'r. >lien,u-t liav put hy .„,„,' than a

^;
;•-' 'liousand livre. hy thi, time

: sh.. ),a. he,- |„mn,.. the' '^'I't. and >onie lift,., .nthoiismdliMv. per anmiMi <.ne
;".*,'' '"' '^'""'1 "" <'•""( '1" Fontaine, and I ,,„, Mavm-

'•' \-n,;on. and .leputy: th.-n. on,-,. .-,ated on the ri 'hi-han I

-^ -. tl„' way to a p.-er-n. is eh'aivd h\ a w,.ll-ti,„,.,| ,.,,
"'

' ''Mire.' or 'OrdiT.'"

^^\ -n MuH'. Cran^on r-'aeh,.,] hon,,.. ~.]u- hi-d a warm ,-s

''"'^"'"•""itl'l"T.-on. llerouldnot be ma,l,' („ uiider-taml

mrj^f^s^m
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tl" connection hciwccn his political opinions and his hw
Tt \va< the fir-t .|narrcl whicli had troubled tlic peace „f the
poor little houseiiold.

XAe\t niflornin.ir. at nine oVlock. :\[llo. Tormon. packed into
the cariole with Jos,.tte hy her side, drow np the Kiie Sainr-
iliiii^' nn her u-;i_v lo tjir i'rei.audel. I.H.kin- like a pvrami.l
iilH.ve an ocean o{ packa-(-. And the event whicii was to
surprise her there and lla^ten on h, r niarria-e was unseen ;n
yet l.y M,,i... (iraiiM.ii.ordu I'.on>(,iii,r. or M. (!, Valois. or hy
Mile. Cornion hcrMlf. Chance is ilic -reatest artist of all.

'

On th.' morrow of uiadcn.oKi.Il.V arrival at the Prei..uid('t,
she was v,.n !,annle--ly en^a.Lvd in takin- her ei^lit o-r!ock
hreakfa-t, while ^lle hVtened i., ihc report> of liiThailill' anj
^'ardmer. win n dai

dininir-rooni.

ic<|iielin. in a --rei.t Ihirry, hurst inio tl

*'.Madcnioi^(.!|,.." cried he, "M. I'.Mihe lias sciii an expro.^s
messenger to voii

: that hoy of Mother (irosinortV ha~ eo,np
with a letter. T!;.. ;ad letr Alenron hd'ore .lavhreak. and v, t

here he i>
!

[fe cani^ aliuo-I as fa^t a> I'eneroj)e. Ou<dil'lie
to have a ,ulass of winer""

'^

"What can have happened. doM'tte- Can nncle ho-
"He won!.] not have written if he was" sahl ll,e woman,

guessing- her inistr<>ss" fears.

Mile. (V.rnion vlan<ed omt i],,. f;,-.t U'w lines.

"Qnick : <piiek :•• she cried. -Tell Jac.piejin to put Penel-
ope m.— (let ready, child, have .\er\thin- packed i„ l,a!f an
hour. v,e are e.,in- hack to toun.' .1,,. added, lurniii-' to
Josetle.

'•da-'iiielin:- (ailed ,Tos<.tte. e.xciied l.v the CA'pn-sion of
Mile. Cernion^ fa-e. Jacciuelin on reeei\iriw- i,j. orders camo
back lo t!'" heiL^e id e\-fio-iulate.

'i?iit. niadeii!oi.:,dl(>. I'enclopo has onlv just been fed."
"Kb: what does that nnitter to tner' '[ want to start tliis

moment.

"Hilt, niad"ni-i-e!le. it is froin<r to rain."'

"\'ery well. Wv shall be wet tliroii-h."



Th

THE jE.\T,0T-sir;s or A cor

lioiisc is on fin ." inutlcnd ,],»

si'iiY rows

ii.iMr." >;ii(l iiotiiinj:, l,u( read her Ictt

I'llr. \r\ <'U lH'iMU~c Ili'T

ili.l lIlMl III iH-i-Mii a-iiiii at tix' iif-iDii

cr lliniiiMli In ii M' riid

.'ii-t iiiii-li voiir coiri

iiii

It' at any raic. I),)iri

•i;

M'Hi red you arc iii the fa

ipM'l _\.)nrM_'If I

Cf.

Ill I lie fato, .lo.-ftt'• I'xclaim.'d MH,.. ( '"•lllnll. ''oiiu
' '" "" '""•''"•; '""I il> thr .,lli,-k.si!vriv.l >I„.H 1,;hJ

;iu;

Inr!

1..JV .1

'•"111 tlic :Ias>, ^h,. |„.|ic!(l I

<-i.iiii>

•ol
1' <'<•-"•: slu' thoudil, -I shall look

I'"!' IlilllltcnaiU r dnllMv (lis-

'-illc. child, help MIC to dr,,... |

ii,-'lv !—Com

icjlicilll |>ul.-

w.iiil to I, . ivadv be

liiMu- llllo ll ic cliai.-c. 1

'"•'"I"' 111- ir you caniiui [an all tl

v^'-iild railicr lca\,. il,,,,,, j,,.,.,. tl

10

laii

\i!:!cll

11 ha\c f

Mile. (

iilly eniiiprcliended the <h';;Tee .

onii..n liad Ihvii drncn |,v herd,
.•"II " !ii .--iiare her •xciu hh lit.

ii'i- lii.ii .M. dc 'l'roi-\ ill

-ir\ii'. the 1,'raii

I nioiintuaiiia

ii'c to iiiarrv.

I' r uorlhy iindc mroriiied
'. a nil

(l.-ol. n\' oil,. Ill'

red Ml!, I'i' li'iiin the l,'ii,-si.

'-' duun 111 Alcii,;o,i. jia,| ad<ed for 1

ii> iic.-l IrnT
in

'I-. wi>iiin<r to

•.ii\,' lilt he Alihc

ill-' I', the \'ieoii!|,. ,1

o'll lneiid-lii|) wiih ll

II- liD-pitfility for the
e iiiavdi-. hi>

M
I'll

' I roi^villc of il IC rciL^n
i""iile. Ill alarn 1. liejir,,,| hi< ni

li'IV !l

'|ii|' iMiii to entertain t

'll-'': for a> thrrc had h

"' • M. de Troi>\ill(. ,„j,ri:

e<c lo com,' 1

,::rand-

II i< -W.
ii'inc at

''' I Milt verv cv ciiinLT.

'H^^nic.-t and to ,]o the l„,„or.^

•cii sonic d.'lay in furAardinu'
t he e\i,.cc!ed to dn.j> in up(,ii

'^^ "IK it pos>;hlc afli r read
'i'!'!i:i"n t,i air

"Cllwliliiu

111 I'. W

iir- at tlic I'rehandet

tiicir iiii.^trcs-' d

in.ir t!;at letter to -i\,. a ny
'h'" ii'iiant and the

[Vu.f.nn^, Mile. (

leii they sto[)pcd her
[

i-iiiav, la\ Inw and •Aait((l

ia.--a'j-c

iriiioii. the d

o a»k lor in-

'.Vlhin-'her-i.lf at the Pre!

IC (iopotic oi 'I !:aiii. wii

.'"11 pilca-c

- "!- the nii-t

iiMidct. answered i

u Mich >tcnick thi'in ii

<| -aw
iciii w ith an

I- thai ~I:

-" tliat ^1

c ei ^1! •' <

'iiiih with aniazeinent.

<• y':\] le >llch
c! n

mid rcn-iilate tl

aeh ^liri

'arried atlniini-irativi

ie fruit and eiiier,',! it iin,|,.r head
I'' ••iisunipiion hv the (inan
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"' mu>t Ih. dn.Muin;:, I tl,ink." sn.l .Fosrtt,., wh.n .!,. .a^litT misn-- iK 111"- iiiwImIiv liL-.. 11

^l.ouM h-iv I

' " 'l>'l)hi'ni <m which (,„d

In a linl,. whi!.. in .,,i„. of .h. ,...Itin;r min. mademoi.olle

'--''!"';^-.iI.!„.irownunv, .T....H.|,n .hm^d n^ t t

;;- n.u.n.,l,,H...,,hh..,:,.,,,Vh,.^^^

f~"""^
"» '"' -'"• ^^-nl-m V hs,ii„. ,„v answer

^olvin,:: niiuhi.v maur,- ,,, h, r ,„mi,I

.\tIa<Mh,.,.ano!.n,,-„..,lin..
W,,^

h, ;• v,/''r
• ''•' ''"'•'•^ '"'" "" '-^Hroail into

.

^n.a, .o,.. ,„ Ah.n.;on. anyhn,!v,.an imagine the
<anM.,],vh..r return on th..f„l!„uin;: -lav, with the

P w.- f
' '"^ '"" ^""- '--vho.lv- remarked

1
"!...e^ '^"'•"'-

P;.<-. .ra..,„elin-s .Iv h,oks, tho earline.

r-. t,o h,.tu-,., n uvMvo.. ,,,,1 n,ai<1, and, more than all
tinnir.s, the inipati. 'nee of the party.

»*i.-*i=%v
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'I '„. TruiMill,. ...tatr. lay hww..,, Al..,,,;,,,, a„,l ^forta.rne'"'"• ••'''''"';' '<"•» mIm.ui ,1„. ,l,l!V,vnt luiinch...s oMhJ
:.)..,,. A wonIM ^.H by Imt mi-tn-s jn.t ;,. th.v ivarlu.l
•" /"' "I Al...,.;..!, put .Jo.M.tl,. in ,,„.MSMMM of t hc fart.

:iMi.^^.m .pra,,;: „,, ,„ ih. ,„urs,. of ^vhid, ll.o two
-""'I I'HUVrn t!l..ni.H.hr. that ,1,.. ..xjH:Ct..,I ;aiO:^t

'

man.,t fort v or fort;, -tu-.,. , l,a..!,..|or, nr.jtlior rich
T. Madnnoisclle >au- la-rM.lf Vie..im,.,-s,. dv Trois-

\N'l !.rn. is unci,. tclln,,r ,„c „o,!n•n;.^ knowin^^ nothin-
^w.iv,,.ni,n,MoknownotI,in;.^! ()!,.-,, Hkv „nc!,. ! H^would
."'-! ill- no.c )f it M-;,< not fa-tcncl ,o I,i< f.„,,.

••

"'"'"" "*" "•"'''•^ '^""- •"••""'•. -i.iuMcrs.'utulcr the-e
.:• •.n..fancc< ;:rou- .H i„n,,,i^,,,,. ;;„,,.,._ ,,„,,^_ ^^^^^, ^__,| ;^

r-;~--^iKM,anlIlI.v To then,, a- ,o cWics in l,,uor,

"
'

."''" ''" ^'"^' •'" '""" "' Al.n.nn licar.l „f Mil,.
- 'Msrcun. w,tl, a;r^ravalin;:ci,v,nn..;M,cc.. h.anl uitli

••;:; -^-v perturbation ..f i,. vilais an.l trouMc of ,lu. ,,r<.m<
'" '' :"''l"-'nHi ,!on,c.tic. Cook-inai,]^. ^hopk...,,,,. '^uhI'-<•} carried tiic news from ,|. ""' lo 'I. .or; then, witllollt

- ;';;'pvulatc,! ,n the upper >pherc. an,! ahnos, si,m,!ta-
•• "';'"'"'''^- "'"<'"r...on has e„n.e hack,- exploded

''"'
• nil m e\ery house.

'

M..,u,.hneJac,,ueiinc!i, .! down I rom hi> u-„.„|en bench
•

•^;. --lished hv .onie pruec-- u,,knn„ n to eahinei-makers.

;; I'
'"^

":;::'
'"""'^ •"""''' '!'• ^'va, ;:a,cs wi,h ,he

'"' ' '"!; ""•^- ^vcreci,,-ed in Mile. Corn.on-. ah.e„,.e
'- -'^n nf mourning-

:
for u hen she went awav her linu^e

';;'' "!'• ;""' "^" f^'"''*'"! to.,k it ,n turn ,„ -how
;-|..!nv,ntheAhhedcSp..nde. ,M. de Val„. „..,,,„
M. '- '.eht hy an invitatinn to dine at the Marmns
' --J.-nnn..) .Ta..pielin,Lravetlie familiar calliM Peuej
•••-n- ,n the middle of ,he road: and the aninud. ac-
,

'
I In this mano'nvre, (urncd into ihe c.,.,rtvard Meer

^'•c .-..r n[ the lh>wer-b(.d, till .Jacpidin took ii,. hrid'ie and

'
J

I
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walkci] rnimd uiili the cliiiisc to the stc[)s Iiefnrt' the

door.

"Maritttc!" callfil .Mlli'. ('(irinnii.

"MiKliinniMllcr" ntminil Maridti', ungagod in slmtting

the gales.

•Ila< llie gentI<iiMii come?"

'"No. inadeiiioi-cllc."

"And i- my uncle liere?"

"lie is at tlie (liurcli. mademoiselle."

.7acf|ueliii ai'd do-ettc were >tan<ling on iIh' lowest step of

the tliglit. liohling out their liand~ to >icady llieir mistross'

descent from the cariole; she, nn^anwhilc, liad hoisted lier.-clf

iijion the diafi. and was clutehinL' a1 the curtain-, hefor"

s|iriii'_'iiiL.'' down into their arm-, ll wa< two years siiuc

fihe liad dared to trust herself npnn the iron step of double

>iivnLMh. -ecund to the >liaft liy a fearfully made oontriv-

anec with huge holts.

From the iieiL:ht of the ,-tr|)-, mademoiselle surveyed her

courtxard wiih an air (d' >ali>faction.

"Tlu'i-e. there. Maiaettf, let the great gate alone and come

here."

'There is something up." .Tacipielin said to 'Mariette iis she

eame jia.-t the ch,ii-e.

"l.,et us see now. e'lJld. uiial i- there in the house!'" snid

Mile. (' rmon. collap-i!ig on the heiicli in the long anti'-

•hamher as if -he were e\hau-led.

"du^t luahing ai all." replied ]\l;iriette. hands on hip.s.

'Madenioi-elie kniiw.- (piite well tlia! M. IWhhe always dims

out when siie i- iiot at home; u>lcrday 1 went to bring him

hack from Mile. Armande"s."

•'Tlien where is he?"

"M. r.Viihe? He is gone to church: lie will not he hack

till three o'clock."

"T'iK-le thinks of nothing I Wliy couldn't he have .-ent

vou to market ? (Jo down n<iw. Marieite, and, without thnnv-

inL' mone\ awav. spare for nothing, LTet the hest. (inc>t. ami

duiulies'l of evervthing. tio to the coach ollice and ask when'
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ppo|,lo »(>n(l (inliTs for [mtes. Ani] T

i.r. ..l-n<,' the nrillaiitc. Wlmt time is it

waiii (Tiiy-lish from the

'Nine II clock all hilt a (jiijirlt

"ii ili'iir, oil dear; (lon't |

:iri. II. Ih- visitor mv iiiicj

">«' iiiiy tiiiic ill chatterinjr.

nl
; imttv (i;.riins we slioiild cut if

' i> <'\licctiii>: tnav come at aiiv

lie collies to broak-

M.iricttc, tiirni n,!.'- round, saw I'l

i\'- .lac.jiicliii a <:hi\uv. which said. "Mad
ciieloiic in (I lather, and

T liaiKl on a liii- 'iiiid this liiii.

eiiioiselli- means tt

Mil''. Coriiioii turned to her I

111! II. ./n~ctte; wc iiiiist nuikt

ep here t()-ni<:lit."

'\^ -ladly those words were uttered

museniaid. "N'ow. jt IS our

v;:;. t.

iirran^renients for .M. de Trois-

'W
tie I roisville

e iiiiist arrange
{pronounced Treville) "to sleej) here

How niiich lay in those f,( \v words
1

ve a Hood tliron^di the old maid's soul,
u put

H ope

VO liHii in the <:reen chaiiiher

11' .ir iiiim It

ps room? Xo," said mademoiselle, "it is too
IS very Well lor iii- l.orii^liiii, a ho

ie iiiiii vour inii le S ruMlli.

<> iiare; it uouid III)

"l-"!''l. mademoiselle, you rniild i,;ivc a h
ir in a braci' of shakes

:

ly uiau.

<! I'lit up in tiio

-M- iKi w;

»•
: ilMll !l I

lliere IS a fireplace tl

I'e sure to find a hcd>tead in his ware!
le liaMi:iiiL;s as iicar'v as

lere.

louse triat

!i :ire riirlit. ./osette. \'

p('S>ll)lc

^ IMS advice about evervt!

ery well
; run round to Mon-au'

"!"-'<'iii.v. If the bed. M. de'i'

iin;r Jieccvsarv: I .rjv

till- r\,

misvillc's I., d.

'im.i.'. so that M. dc Tr

IVc \oU
can l»e >ct up bv

i'li: that M. de T
"Kvillc shall notic.' notl iinj:

M 'ireau is }

roi>villc should ha
lere 111! ijuite willinj:. If M

i>pen to come in

,1,,..

T.l] .1;

"I'lisc that. M. de Troisvill.. shal
althouirh M. de Troisville will 1

rr,

on an ean-

']< in the j:reen

tfe departed : her mist

K'quelin all about

)e very near me.
ress called her hack.

-he
\,,lcc t // I'll go to Moreau. How ab^

exclaimed in a -tern and
>ut mv dress?
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SuppOSO M. ilr 'I'mi villi ralllC ,II1(] lilll-llt 111'' like this, will
out uncle h.iv iM r.r..iM. him' -Oh. imcl,. ! unuli"! Coiuc
Joscttf. von -hill! !i( !ji hh i,, dress."

"Hut luiw •liiniit I'liielop..:'" tile W(.iiiari he-iiri impnideiitlv.
:Mlle. Cunnoir-. ev,s ,||,,i ,,,ark- for the lirst iuhI hist tune in
her life.

'•ft is aiw.-ivs I'.n.'l. ,).,: |'ri,rl,,|,e this, I'm :.,p,. tliai!

Is I'elleldpf ini.-tn--- hr.'-r 'r"

"She is all nf a lalhn-. inul >hr has not heen fed."
^'Khland if -!„ dn >, hi laTdie!- -"

, ried MMe. Conimn
—'so Ioiil; as I am inarned." ^he ad.le.l in ||,.r ,.un mind.

Joseltr ,Mnnd HnikMill a iiK.Mieiu in aiiiazetnent. such ii

remark was tanianeK'nt i,, nmrdiT; then, at a .-i;rn from h.T
in.. ,n.s. ,-n( i,,,-,,, .1 ,i.,io,ni._ ,;,,v.ii > .le steps into the vanl.

'•MadenioiMlle is i.osM..-.-:ed. ..'ai'iue'iii !" ueri' Josette's lirst

words.

And in this way, evervthiii;;- tliat .".iirred thrnnjrhout t!ii>

<lay h'd lip to Ih.'u-eat .linia.v v.hieh w,i~ i., rhan-(Mhe uliolc

• oiirseof Mil,.. Connoir. lifr. Th,. to'..n wa^ aln^adv tiirn.'.l

upside down hy live a;:.:ravaiiiiu- eir<iin,-;aiiee. w'hieli at-
t<'ii'!''<l Ike ladyV Mid.l.n i. lurii. lo wit— tli- puurim; rain;
J'eiielop,.-s pannn-. pa.-r and sunk iiank, e:ver.'d with foam;
the earline.v- ,,r ;he h.nir; the uivM-. himdlcs: and i!i,'

Hpinster's slran_,. .;i,.r,.d look.,. ImiI wl'ien Mariette invade.l
the market to ,,iriy oil e\rr\ iliimr that >he eouhl lay her
hands on; when dacjiielin Mmi f,, iii,;!:!:-,. (,.,- ., |,edst('a(l of
the prineipal npladston r in the Ki;,. j'srle d, Seez. clos,- I,v

the cluireh; heiv. ind.v.I. was mahrial on which to huild the
gravest (•onj..etiire

! The stran-e event was discu.sscd on tho
Parade and the ['rmnenade; ev.rv ,,ne was full ,,f it, not c\-

ceptini: Mile, .\rmande. on whom the Chevalier de Valois hap-
pened to he calliii!.; at the time.

Onlv t\'o d;,vs jiw .\lcticon had heen stirred to its depths
hv oeeurrenci". of ^ueli ca|iitai importance, that worthv
matron- were -till <'xelainiin<: that it was like the end of
V .>!• Ml now. this la-t news was si„,„„pd up in all houses
l.v the m.pi.ry. "What can be happening at the Cormon*'?"
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r!;.' AM.r (I.. Spon.lf. skilfully

III M. LrormnlV to lakt' u ualk uii!

• iiii-tiiiiird u hen h • ' I'lniT'Tfi

a."!!.' llir I ;ll'a(|c mad •• I'flilv III III.

t thiit III

I ill'' Ahliv ConturiiT
.-inijiliciiy n( hi< hrart.

rn>-\il|.-. will) liail liicii ill ill,. I

iKclcil a viMl rnmi the \ icuMitc ill

r.i:i:_r.iti.iii. and riou ua-^ ((Miiin

\ ^ ii.l "( lahial tclc;:ra|)li. at work ih.it aft

III -Man >crvi(c diiriii;,' ihe
I" settle ill Alell

ll\e o'clock, informed al

• oil.

iriiociii between
1 ill'- iniialiii^ini-. of Al.

Mile. Connon at la>t had f,,iii,d h.-rM-lf a lui-i.and 'l

•t i-i'tiii'iit. SI le was i:(.iii:.r ti

neon

'>

T'-'-.i!!. Ninie said that ••M..r

iiiJirry the N'ieemte ,1

ireadv. In sonic |)laees t

'•III ua- at uork on a hed-

.11 Iv four feet ;it Mnie. {

H' Iteil Was SIX tei't loth

wa- .liiii

At rre^iijent dll d'oneeret"

ii.L', it dwindled im,, a .-<d"a.

i-t <lcven hundred fraiu-s. It

lanson .- lioii>e in ihe Ifne d

\iliere ill I B
II

oii>(|uicr

he tr: tlt'-'ieople >ai(l

liiai t'li-i was like counting' Voll

!ul'

uas <:enerally lli..n>rlit

r ehiekeiis hefoi'i' tlicy wore

n^i' r away, it was said that the price ,,f carp had
^I.iriettc hail swoop, d d

ironc

iT'-neral -

1' '-ii'l "f ihe Kiic .Saiitt-I

!'"' 'I..un upon ih,. markei and
ircily. i'cii, !,,;„. [|..|,1 ,lrnpp,.,| down al

-Hon ai ihi' 1

ii.-e : the i|,atli \\a> ,ai

cceivcr-L't'iu ral .--
; ii.xenji

il uas kiioun for a f;

at tl

•I- -111' turned in at i

ifl ihat ill,' anireil fell

!( p re-

dead
»' L'ale ,.( til.

>\\r.\\\ had th
'U'nion. so

f old maid come
ii'i '!" at the corner of the Ii'ue de S

<I'V, n iipiin her pj-ev.

iiM' rrutli ai)oiit I'en

''z. Ill III-. an\iei'
t'lo||i'. vva« harih enouiih t " call III

ihvthin;r had happen,,! to Ml!,.. Coriuon^ ,.ha
ni the utmost end of the I{iie Saini-IU, ,,.-.. t,, the
"-t parts of the 1,'iic ihi ]i

.1

iii!-l:

'Ti-ail. it ua- known that.
i<-<|iiclin"s care. P.nelope. dunih viiiim of h.'r

ihlenipcrate haste, was still

:!i .1 had wav.
alive, hut -h,. >i.,'iii,.(i

'^'' iloni: the Rrittanv road tin- \'

I'ss \-oiinirer son. for 1

1

ifonite de Troi-ville was
!' doinain- of I'er.he 1„.|,,,|m-,,,]

'I an |iiis of that ilk. a pwr of France witii two child roll.
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The inalcli «ii.s a hick;- thin;: f.)r nn iiiiiHivfri^lird ('iiiiLrn';

as fi,r tile N'itoiiilc Iiini-.lf. llial «;is Mllr ('..rninrrs lUTiiir!

Alto^'ctlit r III. iiiiitili fcccivdl the a|i|>r(ivii! of ihc ari-toi ralic

sfciion nn ill,- Mriltaiiv rnjid ; .Mile, ('..inioii r,,\\\i\ ni>t h.-uc

pui litT fdrliitii' to a licttcr use.

Aiiioii^r Ih, lioiir;:, oi^ic. on the oilirr lintu]. the \'icoiiil.' .1.'

Troi>vilic «a> a l{ii>»iiiii L'-'iicral i: il hail Koriic anii^ aL'.iiiwt

Fraiicc. lie w N i.riii;,nii;.' hack a laijv fortiitif made at ili,.

• oiirl of St. r. in-shiir;:. FI.' \va- a "foivi^tHT." oiif of ih..

"Alln-s" (1,'trstC.I hy the I.il.cral-, The Ahlir ilr Sp.,11,1.. li.id

iiiatKi'inn i] the matrh on ih,. -ly. V.\tr\ |)(tson who IkhI

aii\ shadow of a rJL'hi of rntr.iiu v to Mile. Cornion's drawin"-
rooir. vowed to he th'To thai iii;:!if.

Wliilc the cxcUcniinl went throii^di the town, and all Imt

put Suzanne out of peopl.'V he.ids. Mile. (*orinon her>elf was
not less excited: .-lie felt as she had never felt Im i'ure. Slip

looked round the dnru n;:-foonu the hoiidoir. the cahiiiei. th^'

dinin^'-fooin, and a dreadful apprehen-inti >eized upon her.

Soin. inockin-: d. fnon «r med to -how Iht the old-fjisliioiird

splendor in a new
1 ltIiI : ine heauiifiil funiiiure. admired e\.T

-inee she was a child, was sii:-i>e(ted. nay, convic led. of hiin;'

out of date. ">lie was -haken. i., fjnt. hy the dread that

ratohes idniost .very ,• ithor liy the ihroai when lie he;:ins to

read his own work aloud to some e\i;:ent or jaded critic. He-

fore li(> hejran. it was per fed in his eves; now the novel silua-

tiotis are stale: the finest periods lurncd with such pccrot

relish are tiir<rid or haltini.': the metaphors are mixed or

^rotes(|iie: his sins stare him in the f.-ue. Kveii so, poor Mile.

Cormon shivere<l to think of the smile on M. do TroisvilleV
lips when he lookeil ronnd that salon, which looked like a

Bishop's drawitiL'-room. unchaiiired for one possessor after

another. She dreaded his cool sur\ev of the ancient dining-
room

: in short, she was afraid that the picture miirht look the

older for the ancient frame. How if ;ill these old thintrs

shonid tin-re her with their aire? The hjire thouirht of^h
mad,' h.'r n,sh cn-en. At that moment she won!,) hav,' L'ivcn

oiie-fourtli of her savings for the i)ower of renovating her

ihi -
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the Ahli.'- c;!!:!!' in. ninl ninilfirioi^ollp was l)'\e'i inline to think

that slir had l»ror..i'ht out Iht flninlipst linen iiml china and

made rrady the nii>st ('\<|ni>it(- of dinner- in vain, tlio eTack

of a pe-lili(iii"s whip sounded (Hitside in tlio Val-Noble.

"Tt is hr !" she thiou^dit, and the hish of the whip stniek her

in tlie lieart.

And indeed, lieralded ]>y all this tittle-tattle, a eortain post-

chaise, with a single frentleinan inside it. had made sueli a

prodi.L'ions sensation as it drove down the Rue Saint-Blaise

and turned into t'u' Kue dii ('ours, that sinoral small urchins

and older persons ,>:ave eiia-e to the vehicle, and now were

standiuLT in a grouj) about the gateway C'f the Hotel Cornion

to watch tlie postilion drive in. Jaciau'lin, feeling that hi»

own marriage Mas in the wind, had also heard the crack of

the whip, and was out in the yard to throw oj)en the gates.

The ])ostilinn (an acquaintance) was on liis mettle, he turned

the corner to admiration, and eanie to a stand before the

flight of stejis. And, as you can understand, he did not go

until Jacquelin liad duly and properly made liim tipsy.

The Abl)e came out to meet his gnest, and in a trice the

cliaise was despoiled of its occupant, robbers in a hurry could

not have done their work more niinbly ; then the chaise was

put into the coach-house, the great door was closed, and in

a few minutes there vius not a sign of .M. de Troisville's ar-

rival. Xever did two cliemieals comiiine with a greater alac-

rity than that, displayed by tlie house of C'ormon to absorli the

Vicomte de Troisville. .Vs for niademoiselle. if she had been

a lizard caught by a shepherd, her heart could not have beat

faster. She sat heroically in her low chair by the fireside;

Josette threw o^ien the door, and the Vicomte de Truisviiie,

followed by the .\hbe de Sponde, appeared before her.

"This is ^r. le Vicomte de Troisville, niece, a grandson of

an old school-fellow of mine.—M. de Troisville, my niece.

Mile. Cormon."

'T>ear uncle, how nicely he puts it." thought Eose Marie

Vicioire.

The Vicomti- de Troisville, to describe him in a few words,
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v.M> a (III Bousqui.T of noblo family. Il,nnoin tho two men
!'!. was ju^it that (li)lVrcni.c which ~i -pa rates ihe pcntle-
iiMM froni the ordinary man. If thev iiad been staiulini,' side
!'.• -i.lc, even the most furious Kadical .(-uM lu.t liave (fenied
til.' M-n^ of raee about the Vieomte. There was all the dis-
rin.tic.n of refinement about hi. stren-ih. his fi-ure had
''-' nothm^r of \\< ma^rnifi,,,,,! di<:nitv. Blue-eyed,
'!. iK-iiairrd. and <)live->kinned. he could not "have been n"iore
li.an si,\-and-f..rty. You miKht have thouuht him a hand-
M.iiic Spaniard preserved in Russian ice. Ifis nuinncr. ^^ait,
•iii'l i.cariui:, and everything: about him, su^^pested a diplninale'
:iM.! a dijplomate that has ,,vn Kurope.

^

He looked like a
;.'' iii'-nian in his travelin,^; dress.

M. de Troisville seemed to be tired. The .VblK'. ro<e to
•
'iiluct him to his room, and was overcoine with asioni-iinient

v.li.n li'o^e opened the door of the boudoir, now trai.'-fi.nued
HI'- a Ijedroom. Then uncle and nieee left the noble visitor
!'. i-ure to attend to his toilet with the help of JaecuKJin. who
''!'. u-ht him all the hi<r.ira<re which he needed. Wliile M. de
FrM^ville was dressinj:, they walked on ihe terrace bv the
!': ' ,mte. The .M)l)e. by a stran,i:e chance, was more absent-
!!ri:(lcd than usual, and .Mile, ('..rnion no less i)reoc,upied. so
t :.,. pa.'ed to and fro in silence. Xever in her lif(> had Mile.
l-niiun seen so attractive a man as this Olvmpi^m Vicmite.
^ . rniild not say to herself, like a (ieriiian -irl. '-J -ave found
'!. Ideal!" but she felt that she was in love from h.^ad to
!'"i "The very thin<r for v.j ." she thoiiirht. t)n a sudden
-: lied to ^[ariette. to know whelher dinner could be put
' ':• k a, little withoui >erious injurv.

•I'ncle, this M. de Troisville "is very pleasant," she said
when she came back a^ain.

"Uhy, my ^irl. he has not said a word as yet," returned
tile .Abbe, laujxhin^r.

"But one can tell bv his general artpearance Is he a
baihelnr?"

"i know nothin^r about it." refilled her uncle, his tlion'rl,;,

full of that afternoon's discu-si(jn with the Abbe Couturier

jmt
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on Divinr Grace. "M. de Tmisvillo said in his letter Hiat

he wanted to buy a hcu^-e lure.—If he were niiirried, lie

would not have come alone," he added carelo^;sly. It never en-

tered hiri liead that his niece could think >)f marriage f(,r her-

self.

"Is he rich?"

"He i- the younper son of a younger branch. TTis praiid-

father held a iiiajor'^ (nimiiis>ion, but this young man's

father made a fooli.^h ini. riairc."

"Young man \" reiHiitcd lii> nit^ce. "Why. he is quite five-

and-forty, uncle, it seems t.. m.-.'" She felt an uncontrol-

lable desire to compare his age with hers.

"Yes," said the Abbe. "Hut to a poor priest at seventy a

man of fortv seems young. Rose."

By this time all Alen(;(m knew that M. le Yicomte de Trois-

ville had arrived at the Hotel Cornion.

The visitor v.tv soon rejoined bis host and hostess, and be-

gan to admire the view of the Hrillante, the garden, and the

house.

"Monsieur rAl)be,"' he said, "to find such a place as this

would be the height of my ambition."

The (dd maid wished to reail a declaration in the speech.

She lowered her eyes.

"You must be very fond of it, mademoiselle," continued

the Yicomte.

"How could I help being fond of it? It has been in our

family since 15TK when one of our ancestors, an Intendant

of the Duchy of Alem^-on. bought the ground and Imilt the

house. It is laiil on i)iles."

Jacquelin having announced that dinner \\i\< ready. M. <le

Troisville offered his arm. Tb<' ra<liant si.in>t.'r tried not to

lean too heavily ui)on him ; she wa> >till afraid tba; he might

think her forward.

"Flverythini: is quite in harmony here," remarked the

Vicomte as tbt y sat down to table.

"Yes, the tncs in our trarden are full of birds that give us

music for nothing. N(.b(«dv molost-: thorn: the nightingales

sing there every night," said M\k\ » 'ormon.
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"1 am speaking of the inside of the house," remarked the
\!-<.riiIe; he had not trouhled hiiii.-elf to study his ho.-tess

pariiruiarly, and was (|uiie unaware of her vacuity.—"Yes,
IV, rything contrihutes to th;' general eifeet ; the"^ tones of
rnlnr, the furniture, tlie character of tlie house," added he,
a'iiin^sing ^Ille. Cormon.

-il costs a great deal, though,' replied that excellent

.-iiii>ter, "the rates are soinetlnng enormous." The word
"("iitribute" had impressed itself on her mind.
"Ah! then are the rates high here:-" a.-ked the Vieomte,

\i'>' full of his own ideas to notice the absurd nun
>• -iiiitar.

i do not know," said the Abbe. "My niece manages her
"\wi property and mine."

"The rates are a mere trifle if peojjle an- well-to-do," struck
".': .MHe. Cormon, an.xious not ro appear stingy. "As to the
fuiniture, I leave things as they are. 1 shall mver make
iin\ changes here; at least 1 shall not. unless I marry, and
11! ilial case everything in the house must be arranged to suit
i'l master's taste."

"Vnu are for great principles, nuidemoiselle," smiled the
\'i'nnite: "somebody will be a lucky man."

.Xoljody ever made me such a pretty speech before,"
tii-!iglit Mile. Cormon.

Tile \'ieomte complimented his hostess upon the appoint-
ing ni- of the table and t!ie housekeeping, admitting that he
ihi.ii-ht that the provinces were behind the time>, and found
li!ni-i'ir in most delectai)le quarters.

"Dilerlalilc. good Lord I what docs it mean?" thought she.
"\\ h. re is the Chevalier de Valois to reply to him? De-lect-
»''

'

' Is it made up of several words? There I courage;
pi rhap.. it is FJussian. and if so I am not obliged to sav anv-
tiiiij"—Then she added aloud, her tongue unloosed bv an
'!'"|Uence which almost every human creature can find in a
^.'i'at erisis—"We have th(> most brilliant societv here, .Mon-
- 'i;r le Vieomte. You will be able to judge for yourself,
i'lr it assembles in this very house; on some of our acquaint-

iii
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aiices we can iiluavt* I'oiint ; tlu'v will have IrmiiI of my re-

turn, III) doubt, anil will be >un' to coiul' to .-tr inc. Tlicrc is

the Chevalier de \'alois, a j,'eiuleiuaii of the ohl court, a iii;ui

of infinite wit and ta,-te; iheii tliii-e is .M. le Maniui;; d'Ks-

jrrii^non and Mile. .Vrniandc. his si>ter"— .-lie i)il her li|) and

clianj,'ed her iiiiiid
—"a—a remarkable woman in her wav.

She refused all offers of marriaj^c so as to leave luT fortune to

lier brother and his son."

"Ah I ves ; the d"f;s;,q'i^Mi()ns, I reiuemlier them,"' said the

A'icomfc.

"AleiK-on is very <^a\\" |)ur<ued mademoiselle, now that slip

had fairl\ .-laried off. "'riiere is -o much j:oiii;j; on; the Rc-

cciver-tieiieral ;:'ives daiu-es; the Prefect is a very plea-ant

man; his lord.-hip the iiisliop occasionally lionors us with a

visit
"

"Conic I" said the Viconite, smilin<r as he >poke, "I have

done well, it ^ceiiis. to c(Uiie crcepinix back lici\' like a hare {iiii

!i('rrr) to die in my form."

"It is llic same with me." re|)lied mademni>c]le ; "F am
like a creeper (If h'rrrr). I must cliiiL: to sonictliinfr or die."

The Vicomte took the sayiiiL^ thus twi-ti'd for a joke, and

smileiL

"Ah !" thouudit his liostess. "that is all riLdit. hr under-

stands ine."

The conversation was kept up upon pMieralities. T'lulcr

pressure of a stronjx desire \n please, the st!';!"'ie. mvsterioiis,

indefinable working's <,f con.-cioii>ne.-s broni^-ht all the Cheva-

lier de \'alois" tricks of sjiecch u}lJlenllo^t in Mile-. Coriiii)ii"s

brain. It fell out, as it sometinies d.ies in a duel, when the

Devil himself seems to take aim: and never did duelist bit

his man more fairly and sipiarely than the old maid. The

Vicomte de Troisville was too w(dl mannered to ]»rai.-e ilie

excellent dii.ner, but his silence was [)aneL''yrie in itself! As

he drank the delicious wines with which .lacipielin jilied him.

he seemed to he meetin,i,' old friend- with the liveliest

jdeasure: for ynur true amateur dof- not api)laud. he en-

joys. He informed himself curiously of the prices of land,
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iMI'-''-. niid sitc.^; he drew from riKidi'tiioi-^i'Ilc a 'un<: (Ksorip-
• :• if tlie projierty botwocn tiic Urillaiili' and ilic Sartlie.

I!- ua- amazed that the town and llir river la\ -o far apart.

:i;!.l -hnwcd tlic "greatest interc-t in lucal to]M)LM'aphv. Tlic

\-'i.' -at silent, leaviiifi^ all the eun\i-r>aliiin to his nief(\

V d. in truth. inadeinoi!;olle cdii-idered that slie intenslcd M.
'I 'i'r'iiiville : he >niih'd p-raclmi-lv at her. he made far more
|i;..-rer-s with her in the ciiursc of a sinude dinner than the

III"-! ardent of her former wooers in a wlioh' fiirtiu;.dit. For
V. liieh rea.-nns. you Tiiay he certain that never \>as ;:uest >o

ie--e|ed. >o lajiped aliont with ,-mall attentions and ohsiTV-

,i\v'--. He itiiirht liave heen a much loved hiver. new conie

lii.Mie to the hon~e of wiucli lie was the delight.

Madenioi-el!e fore-tadled his wants. Slie saw when he
!'..!id hnad. lier eves brooded over him: if he turned Ids

I'.id. -he adroitly <iip[)lemented his portion of any dish which
!'!• -e.iiied to like; if he had heen a glutton, -he would have
kii!i d hini. What a delicious earnest of all that she counted
i!ir n doing for iter lover I She made no silly hiunders of

-''-depreciation this time! She went gallantly forward, full

sii'. and all flags flying; po-cd a- the (pieen of Alencon. and
\, Minted her preserves. Indeed, she fished for compliments,
rii'king ahoui herself as if her trumpeter were dead. .\nd
>' '• -aw that she pleased the Vicomte. for her wi-h to please

li id >o transformed her. that she grew almost feminine. It

Mii- not without inward exidtation that she heard footsteps
'•>. 'lije they sat at de--ert : sounds of going and eominu' in the

iinie-eliandier and noises in the salon : and knew that the usual

(i;n;iany was arriving. She called the attention of her uncle

iitid M. de Troisvillc to thi> fact as a proof of the affection in

Mhiih she was held, whereas it really was a symptom of the

iKiruxysm of curiosity which convulsed the whole town. Ini-

titieiit to show herself in her glory, she ordered coffee' ami
ill' liiiueurs to be taken to the salon, whither Jacquelin went
1" di-play to the elite of .\len(;on the splendors of a Dresden
'iitia service, which only left the cu|d)oard twice in a twelve-

.\11 these circumstanics were noted by people di:j-ith.

o rriTicise unuer mc-ir tjre;ath.
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"E;:ja(l!" cried du Boii<qiii«^r, "notliinjr l)ut Mmo.
AiiipliouxV litnuurs. which imly coiih' out on th»? four great

festival days !"

''Hecidedly, this match must have heeii arraiiL'<'d hv cor-

res|i(.iidciice for a year ])a>t." >aid M. h- I'n'sideiit (hi Hcri-

ceret. "The postmaster here luis liecn receiving' letters with

an ()(le.->a postmark for tiie hi-1 twflvc montiis."'

Mme. (iranxm shuddereil. M. |e ('lic\alier de Vidoi- liad

eaten a heavy dinner, but he felt I lie pallor s])r(>adin,i: over lii>

loft ehoek : felt. too. that he was hetrayinj: his secret, an.

I

said, *'Ft is col<] to-day. do you not think? I am freezinfr."

"It is the neiojihorli'iod of Kii--i,i,"' 'U^ru'sled dti r>(ui-(]iiier.

And tlic ('!ic\alici- looked at hi< rival as wlio should say,

"Well put in!"

Mile. Cormoii w;:- ^() nnli.iiit. so triumphant, th.at she looked

positivotv handsome, it \vn> thouLrht. Nor Wiis this unwonted
hrilliancy wholly d;u' to -entiment : ever since t!ie niornin!:

the hlood had hci n iwitvr thrc-iiL''!i her vein-: the ])reseiiti-

inents of a <:rcat cri.-;- at hand alfeetcd her nerves. It needcii

a oomi)ination of cii-eum^taiicc-^ to make her so little like her-

self. With what joy did .-he not soleiiitdy introduce iho

Vicomto to the rhevalier. and the riievalier to the Viconilo:

all .\lcnf,-or. wa.- presented to M. d(> Troisville. and 'M, de

Troi.<!ville made the accpiaintaiice of all .Mencon. It fell

out. naturally enoucrh. (hat the Vicomte and the Chevalier.

two horn aristocrats, were in sympathy at once; they

TGOopnized each other for inhahitant^ of the same sociii

sphere. They lu-iran to chat as they stood hv the fire. \
circle formed ahout them listenin.L.' devoutly to their conversa-
tion. th(ui;:h it was carried on soltn mrr. Fully to realize the

scene, imairino ^Vllle. Cornion standinir with her hack to the

chimney-piece, husy ]ireparinjT coffee for h.er supposed suitor.

^1. DE V.vi.ois. ".So ^[. 1(. Vicomte is cominir to settle

here, people sav."

M. DK TnoTsvii.i.K. "Yes. monsieur. T have come to look

for a house." (^^Ie. Cormon titrnf. nip in hnnd.) "And
I nuist have a large one"— {Mile. Cormon offers Ihe cup of
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) "to liuld my family." {Tlir rwjiu jiuw l-k brfi

liKJ

til- hid til nil!

um
eyes.

)

M. i)i; Vai.ois.

M i)i: Tiioisvii-i.E.

ire vou married ?'

I h

\i;ir- M
i.ue liecii marrii'd for sixteenI f.

y uii'e is (he daughter of tlie I'l IIUI': Seher-

^Illc. Cormoii dropped lii<e one tlninderstnick. Dii H
r. M'ciii'' her rci'

ous-
ari",' fiiruai'd. ami cau'dit lur in his

inn- SumrlMidy (>iMii< d ihi- dnny \„ Id hini jias- out with ins

leii. 'I'lic melt I'd li'pid

r'>Mii;, and dcpoMtcd Iut upon tiic bed. dosetti

'! ;!ii..u^ burden. 1 lie ineltl.d If.puhlican. couri-cleil by
.1 -Mr. .-ummoiicl up his stren-itli. liore the ohl maid to iier

armed with
e.-. drawn outiat,n'ously ti;;iit.

ii'i l!ous(juier, roiij.di and ready, da-hrd cm],] water o\er .Mile.

t riiHm'.s face and the hust, wjiieii broke f

a ;';i IP of seis.'«ors, eut tiie .-lav-l;

1.

rom Us jjounds li

lire 111 llood Till' patient opened her eye:

ke

;aw ilu lioiLs

M:

r. and ;:ave a ery of alarmed modesty. I)u Housipiier
eavitii^- half-a-dozeii women in j)ossession, with

.\ iirnlrew.

(iranson at their head, Mme. (;ranson beaming with

What had the Chevalier de Valois done!
•v-;>iii, li e had been coverini,' the reti

True to his

•eat

'oor Mile, t'ormon I' lie said addressinff if. de Troisv I He
ImI! iookintr round the room, (pielliiiLr the be<rinninj:s of an
"liu.ivak of laufrhter with his liau'ditv eves. "She is dread-

.V troublfd with heated blood. She would not be idcd 1 >c-

Ini-,. ;,r„i„^r fo tlu' IVebaudet (her country house), and this is

t!ii nsult of the spring weather."

'>lle ( Irove over in the rain this mo rning," said the Abbe
inde. "She may have taken a little cold, and socausedthe

K
Tangenient of the svstem to which si le IS subject.

le will soon get over it.

'lling me the (h

ii"t liiKl a recurrence of it for three months: she added at the

'Siie Wi me the day before vesterdav that she had

ti that it was sure to play her a bad t urn. addetl the
valier.

\
! so you are married !"' tboULdit .lacquelin, watchiuK M
'sville, who was sippin jfficLillee.

^^
r p
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The rmlhl'iil iii,iii->cr\;nit iiiiidf hi- iiii>l n--" ili.-appoiat-

mi'Ilt lii> null. He ^'11(->C(| her rcrllll;:-.. ll.' tnok .IWiU lilO

li<)iitiirn luiiii^rlit iiul fur .1 liaihflor, atnl iioi fur u Ku-.-iaii

wornan'-i liusbaiid. All tlir.-c liitlc llmij.;- \wii' iiMiict'd with

aiiiiiMiiniit.

The AIpIh'' lit' S|i(nnlf had kiinun all ahuii;- why M. di' Trois-

villc had (Mine In Alfin on. hiii m his ali-fiit-iiiiiidi'diios \'.r

had >aiii ii((thiii<,' alumi ii ; n had iii \rr cnlfr.d hi,- mind thai

hi.> iiircT <Miiild take lilt- .-li-hiot iiiirrc-t 111 ilial ;:i'ritli'iii,in.

A> fur the Nicnliitf, hi' ua- ''n,:;rn>M'd ii\ the nhjcrt of his

journey; like iiiaii\ oilar iiiariird iiii'ii, ln' was in no ^nat
hurry lo ini induce hi- u ifc inio ihe cnnM'r.-al ion ; he had had

no o|i|iortunity of ?ayin;,' thai he v.a.- married; and hi'sides,

he ihoimhl ihat Mile. <'iu-ii!oii kiie\. hi> hi>iory. Dii Boirs-

(|uier reappeared, aii<l was (|Ueslii>ned wiilmut nierev. One
of tile.-i\ women came dou 11, and rcpoi-tcd ihai Mile. C'oriiieii

was feelin;^- much heiier, and that her doctor had cunie ; hut

she was to stay in bed, and it appeared that she ou^dit to be

bled ai once. 'I'he -alon -oon ti.' d. In Mile. CornK.n's abM'iur,

the ladle- were free to di,-cu>- 1 he 1 ra^'i-eoiliic .-cciic whi( h !i;jii

just taki'ii place; and ihily ihey eular;,. I. annotated, t iii-

beliished, colored, adorned, ••mhroidered. and i)e(lizen('d the

tale which was lo set all Alcnc(»ii ihinkinj: (d" the old maid
on the morrow.

-Meanuhile, -losette iip.-tairs uas sayinir to lier mistre^^.

''That .trood .M. du l)ou-(|uierI How he carried you up-

stairs! What a fist I licall\. your illness made hini (pnte

pale. Jle loves you still."

And with till linal phrase, the solemn and terrible day

came to a close.

N'ext day, all mnrninir lonjr. the news of the comedy, with

full details, eirculaied over .\lencon. rai-mir laiij.diter everv-

wliere. to the shame fd' the town be it said. Next dav, .Mile.

Cormon, \i":\ mucli tlic better for the bkiod-lettin.i:. would

have -eemed sublime to the Miost hanlcncd of tliosi' who jeered

at her, if they could but have >een her noble dignity and the
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i
,-iijin rc-iLjiiiitinn in her <i>\\], as ^))v L'avf Iin- li.md to tlio

!i ii-cioiis [MTpcinitor iif the Iio,i\, and ucnt in |i> lirrakfast.

\.'i! Iirartl(s> ua^^-, \vlin ucp' laii;:hMi^ at iicr lApcn-c, why
.1 i,M you not lii-ar lirr >ay to the N'idirntc:

•\Inii'. i](> 'IVoi^villc will havi' m.mic (liniriiliy in finding a

1m. I, -r to Miit her. I>o nic tlic favor of ii-iri;,' my Iioum', nion-

-!• Ill', until yon have tnaili' all your arranj.'<'iiit'nls."

"I'lil I liiivi' tun ^'iri- and two lioy-;, Miadcinoiscllc. Wo
''id [Kit you to a <xvvn\ deal of imonvcnicnc"'."

'I'o not fi'fusc nic," >aid >\u\ her i'\('- full i,\' ap|in'hfn.sion

n".i\ rc^rrct.

"I iiiado tlic olfiT, however you iiiii^ht de(i(h\ in rnv k'tter;

f.tii Mill did iKit take it," r-eniarked the Ahln''.

"What, uncle! did yo\i know? "

Tenr thine-, she hroke oil". ,Io-i.|te heaveil a sii,'h, and
Ji'i'her y\. do Trojsville nor the uncle noticed anvthin^.

After hfcakfast. tlie Ahhe de Sjiondi'. < arryinj,' out the plan
ii.i.'il upon over ni;:ht. took the Vicomte to ^eo housos for

-I'e and ,-uitalile sites for huildin^'. Mile, (^irinon was left

aleiie in tho salon.

"I ani the talk of the town, child, hy this time," she said,

!""kiiiL' pitoously at .Tosotto.

"Well, rnadotuoiscllc. ;:et inarriod."
• lint, my ^rirl. T am not at all prepared to mako a ohoice."

'I'';ihl 1 should take M. du Bous(]uier if I were you."

"M. de Valois .says that he is such a Ftepuhlican,

^'our jiontlcnien don't know wliat Miey are talking about:
!'::' -av that he rohhed tlio Republic, so be can't have been at

iil' •'"iid of it." said Josette. and with that she went.

"That girl is amazingly shrewd." thought Mile. Cormon,
I'll alone to her gTiawing perplexity.

Slie saw that the only way of >ilencing talk wa.s to marrv
a! '.lice. This last .so patently liiimiliatinL' check was enough
t" irlvc her to extreme measures; and it take- a great deal to
!'•!.. a feeble-minded buiiutu hein'.' out of a groove, be it

;.''(! or bad. Both the old bachelors understood the position

if

Hi J
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of afTair^, ln'tli tiiadc iiji tlicir iiiiinN tn call in the morning

to tiiakf imiuiiits, and (in their ov.n lan<:uap') to pri'^si tin-

point.

.M. (Ic N'alnis coti^iilfpil that the occasion rlcnianilt'<I a

Bcrnpnloiis toiht ; Ik- took i hath, he ".Tonmrd himself witli un-

usual care, and for tlie tir.-t time and the la-t Ce-anno

haw him apphinj; "a suspicion of rouge" with incredihk'

skill.

Du Rousi|nicr. roiij.'h and ready I?epul)lican tliat he was.

inspired hv dnL'^ied purpose, |)aid no aileiition to his appear-

ance, he hurried round, and (aine in (irst. 'I'!ie fate of men.

like tile dotinies of empire-, liana's on small thinj,'s. ni.>tory

records all such principal causes of ;:reat failure or success—

ii KellermaiinV char^'c at Marcn^'o. a HIiicher coniinf: up at

the hattle of Waterlu.i. a i'nnce Ku;:ene slijrhted hy I/niis

XIV., a cure on the hattlelield of i>eiuiin; hut nohody profits

by the li'ssoii to lie dilip'iitly attentive to the little tritle< nf

his o\v»i life. Behold the results.— 'i'he I)ucliesse de Lanj.'cai.'!

in ]/Hislii!rr <li's Trrizi' entering' a convent for want of fen

minutes' patieiue; .Iud;:e I'opiiiot in L'liilcrdirtion puttmg

off his iiKjuirie- as to the Manpiis d'Kspard till to-morrow;

Charles (iraiulet coiniiii.' home liv way of I?ordeau.\ instead of

Nante.<—and these thing's are said to happen by accident and

mere chancel The few moments s|ieiit in puttiiii.' on that

suspicion of ronjre wrecked M. de \'aIoi-<' hopes. Only in

sncli a way could the Chevalier have succumlied. He hail

livei] for tile (iraces. he was fori'doom(>d to die throuirh them.

Even as he jrave a la>t look in tlie mirror, the Imrly du Rous-

quier was eiiterinir the disconsolate old maid's drawini:-r"Oin.

His entrance coincided with a <:leaiii of favor in the la<ly's

mind, tliou^'h in the course of her deliiierati.ons the Chevalier

had decidedly had the advantaire.

"It is Cod's will," she said to lierself when du l-<ous(|uier ap-

peared.

"Madenioi-ielle. T trust vou will not take my importunity

in had part: 1 did not like to \r\\-\ that jrreat stupid of a

Reue to make inquiries, and came myself."
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'I a... |Mrf.M.(ly w.ll," s|„. s.ii.I t.rn, Hi.lv; ih-n. aft.T a
rails.'. ;.(i(l 111 a v«t.v ciiipliatic tone, "TliMiik v..ii. M. da
I; i-|incr. for ih.' truiihl.. that vuu i,„,k aii.l that I j,m\,- vm
J.I -'rnlav

"

Sl„. rr,.„II,.,.(,,| how -1„. ha.l la.ii in .In F?Mii<,,i,i.r'> arm.^
•""' ''"• •"'"'•"I s..n.,,| i„ („., ,,, |„. ,, ,|ir..,., ,„,|,,r fr„„i
'''•'""• ''"'"' '•"' li''>t liMH- ill li.T 111',, a man lia^l -. ,n h.T
«ii!i ii.r iM'lt \vtvii.li...| apart, Inr .lay-la.^ - .ut, lli,. jrwl
.-liaki'ii violently i>iil nf its case.

"I ^wls H, h.-artily -lad |.. ,arn v. .11. that I thought v<ni a
h-li! u.'i^ihl," said lie.

'"
"

Al tills Mile, ('..niion I.. -kid ai .In I!.,ii«|ui.T a^ sh.. n.^vcr
l-'M'l Mt any man in tlic «..rM IhIui,.; and Iliiis ..iicouraK.-.l.
tiir . A-,.n(ni.t.,r f..r fwra^rc linn- a >id,' iriaii..' that went
>lr,i];:ht to the old inaiiTs It. 'art.

it is a pity." added hr. -ih'l ihi, ha. not ;:iv..n mr the
ri.'hl to keep y.ni always." (Sh.- \va.. lisfnim: uith raptur.'
" 'MI- face.) "Vou l..,,k.d .laz/lin- as you lav sw,M,inii-
il^ '•• on th.. iH'd: I i„.\,r siw .mi.-Ii n fini' w.miai/in my lif,".

••'::!
1 hav.. seen a p.od many.-Thnv is this al-.m a'sl..iit

«'i-iii. she is suporb to l.).,k at. she has onlv to show h.TM.lf,
v!i' iiiiiiiiphs."

Vo,i mean to lan<rli at me." sai.l the ohl maid; "tlial is
'•

'! ^iiid of yon. when the wli,,le t..wii is p,T';aps pnttin^' a
''•I'l "n>triietioii on thinjrs that happene.l v.sterday."
II IS as true a> that my name is .In nons.pn.T. ma.l."-

111"-. lie. My feelin^rs towar.ls yon liav.. nev.T chan^'ed
; v.mr

fir-i rrjei.tion di.l not diseonraj,a' me."
'I'li" "Id maid lower.'d her eyes. There was a pause, a

pHiifnl ordeal for dn Bonsquier. Tii.'n Mile, ("ornion ma.l..
"!• I'T mind and raise.l her ey.'li.ls: >he looke.l up fn.l.Tly
at I I r.oiixjuier throuirh h.'r t.-ars.

If this is so. monsieur." sh.. said, in a tremulous voiee, "1
'i.. .i-k you to allow me to l.'ad a ChrisHan lif... .lo not ask
"i" io ehanire any of my hahits as to r..li._Mon. I.mv,. hi.- free
t(w.„„,>e my directors, an.l I will <rive you my hand," hol.liug
It ''lit to him as she spoke.
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Du BousdiiiiT cauglit the i»liniip. honest hand tliat ht^i ^o

many francs, and kissed it respect t'n I ly.

"l'>>it I have one thin;,' more to ask,"" added MUe. ConiKni,

siifrering him to kiss her liand.

"It is ^M-anti'd. and if it is inipossihU', it sliall l)e done" (a

reminiscence of licanjim ).

"Alas I"* Kei:an the old maid, "for love of me you must hnr-

den your soul with a >in which I know is hciiKiu^: falscliiiod

is one of the seven deadly sins; hiit till you can make a cun-

fession, can you not 'i We will l)oth of us do penance.'" TIkv

looked tenderly at ( ach other at tho-e words.

"Perhaps,"" contiinied Mile, ('(irmon. "after all, it is one of

those deceptions which the ('li.iirch calls venial
"

"I.s she i^oin.ir to tell nie that she ' in .*^u/.anne"s pliL'lit?"

thouirht du F?nus'|uier. "What luck I

"' Aloud he said.

"Well, iiiademoiseiie:-'""

"And vou must take it upon von "

"What:-"

"To say tlu't this marriajre was a,i,'reed upon between us

six months aao."

"Charming woman I" exclaimed the forafje-eontraetor. and

hy his nuinner he implied that he was prepared to make even

this .sacrifice; "a man only does thus much for the woman he

has worshiped for ten years."

"In spite of my severity?"' a-ked she.

"Ves, in spite of your severity."'

"^f. du Bous<|uier. I have nii>jnd;j:ed you." Again she held

out her hiix. red hand, ami again du Eousquier kissed it.

.\t that very moment the door opened, and the be rotlu'd

couple, turning their heads, perceiveil the charming but too

tardy Chevalier.

".\h I fair (|ueen." ^aid ho. "so yon have risen?"

Mile. Cormon smiled at him. and -omething clutched .;!

her heart. M. de Valois, grown nMiiarkably young and ir-

resistible, looked like Lauzun enticing La Grande Madi-

moisfdle's a])artments.

".Ml! my dear du Rousquier!" he continued, half laiigh-

! r
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iiiiriy. so suro wns he of siimss. '"M. .k. Troisvili.' jind the
Aiil'r lie Spondc Jirt' in front of your hoiisr. ludkjn;: it over
l;kr a iiair of siirvcnors."

"fill my word," said du B.)iis(|ui(T, '"if tlu' X'icnmte de
Tr-i-villf wants it. lie can liavc it for forty thou-and francs.

Ii .- <>\' no use whatever to i„e.—Aluavs if iiiadcnioi-cjle

}:;i> tin objection, tliat must h' ascertained lir^t.—-Made-
:;i.';-ci!c. may I tell ?— Yes ?— Very well. //,,/ ,lrnr Clhrnlirr.
ynii -hall lie the first to hear"— jllle. Coniion dropped her
r\i ----"of the honor and the favor that mademoiselle i> d(,in;;

;:
'

: I have kej)t it a secret for nioiv than six months. \Vc
ir- i^oinij to he married in a very few days, the contract is

'mv. II up, we shall sijzn it to-morrow. So, you see, that I
h\\<- no further use for my house in the Hue du (

'yi^me. 1

;n!i >iiiietly on the lookout for a purcha-er. and the Ahhe de
S|-!ide, who knew this, naturally took M. de Troisville to
!^<v It."

T'lere was such a color of truth about thi-; monstrous fib
t' i; the riievalier was quite taken in by it. Mi/ dear
ihi'ilirr was a return for all firecedin^r ,],.f,.ats: it was like
;'• \;ctory won at I'ultowa i»y Teter the (Jreat o\er Charles
Xil .\nd thus du Hous(|ui(u- enjoyed a delicious revenire for
!' !''!n d- of pin-pricks endured in silence: but in his triumph
K' i'TLrot that he was not a youui: man. he passed his fin^^ers
ti-'M!-!! the false toupet. and— it came otT in his hand!

"! comrratulate you both." said the Chevalier, with an
i!LT-.;il)le smile; "I wi-h that you may end like the fairy
>!:>-. 'They lived very happily and had a t'mv—famili/ of
lUJf'n'' " Hero he shapei! a cone of snutf in his palm be-
f' i' iiddinir rnockin.irlv. '-But. mon<icur. you for,uot tliat
t-T \.iu wear borrowed plumes."

I'
! iJou^ipiier reddened. The false toupet was ten inches

"'""' Mile. Cormon raised lur c\cs to the f^ce of her
"''ihed. saw the hare cranium, and bashfully looked down
a_': ::. Xever toad looked more vemunuuslv al a victim than
'!': i'.'Mwi|uier at the Chevalier.

'.lek of aristocrats that look down on me I" lu. thouf^ht.
•I (rus 11 iv <

,e .1,
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Tlic Chi'valicr <\f Valois imagined tliat hv had rciraiiici] ail

the Inst L'nuiiid. Bui Mile. Cormon was nut the wKiuan to

uii(l('r>!an(! thf cniineetion hetween the Chevalier's idn^'ralii-

latidii ami tlir allii-inn to the false toiijx't ; and. for tliat

nialtri'. I'wn if ^!ll had uiidcrstooil. her hand had lieen ^mm n.

M. de Valois saw too elearly that all was lost. ]\Ieaiitiuie. as

the tuo men -tond without speakin.^-. Mile. Cormon innoeemly

studied how to amuse them.

"Pla.v a irame of rever^is,'" suggested she, without any mali-

cious iiUeiition.

Du B<ius(|uier siuiled, and went as future master of the

house for the eard-taMe. WhelluT the Chevalier de Valois

had lost his head, or whether he elio-e to remain to study the

causes of hi> defeat and to remedy it, certain it is tliat lie al-

lowed himself to lie h'd like a sheep to the slaughter, l^iit

he had just reeeiveil the heavie-t of all l.ludgeon hlows ; and

a nohle might have heeii e\eu>eil if he had heeii at atiy rat<'

Btunneil hv it. Very soon the worthy Alihe de S])onde and

M. de 'rroi>ville reiurned. and at oiiee Mile. Cormon hurried

into the ante-eli.-iinlier, took her uiule a>ide, and told him in

a whi^pi'r of hiT deei^ion. 'idien. hearing that the liouse in

the l{ue du ('\giie suited M. i!e '^roi^ville. she hegged her

hetrothed to do her the serviee of saying that lier uncle knew

that the place was for sale. She dared not confide tlie tih to

the Ahhe. for fear that he should forget. The falsehood was

destined to jirosper hetter than if it had heen a virtuous

action. All Aleueon heard tlu' great news that night. For

four (lavs the town had found as nuieh to say as in the

omiiuuis days of ISH ami IS!."). Some laughed at the idea,

others thought it triu': some condemned, others approved the

mari'ia'ie. 'I'he Imurgeoisie (d' Alem lUi regarded it as a enn-

(|Ue,-l. and they were the hest jih'ased.

'Idle Chevalier de \'aIoi<. ne.xt dav. among his own eirelo.

hrouuht out thi- eruel epiirrani. "'i'he < 'ormons are ending as

thev heiran ; stewards and contractors are all on a footing-"

'Idle news of Mile. CovmouV clKuce went to j)oor Athanase.s

heart: hut he ;-iiowed not a sign of the dreadful tumult surg-
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ritliin. ITc licarfl of tin it Prcsidpnt dii Ron-
C

~ - _
(. r. t"s whili' his iiiotluT Wiis playinj; a gium> of boston. Mmo.
(.ran-on, looking nj>, saw her son's face in the glass; he
i'okcd white, she thought, but then he had been pale ever since
\;\-j\\f rumors had reached him in the morning. Mile. Cor-
ih n was the card on which Athanas' .-takcd his life, and chill

j.r. M iitiiiients of impending (•atastro])he already wrapped him
;:;i'.;it. When intellect and imagination have exagiicrated a
laiainily til! it Ijccomes a burdi'U loo heavy for shoulders and
\«:"\\ \i< bi'ar. wlien some long-clieri>licd hope fails utterly,

aii'l with it the visions which enable a man to forget the
ta V,. vulture cares gnawing at his heart ; then, if that man
!:.:- II.

>
belief in himself, in spite of lii> po^ver:- ; no belief in

li.e future, in spite of the Power Iijvine— he i< broken in
||' '-, .Xthatia-e was a produei of education under the
l.iaiiire. Fatalism, the Kmperor's ( reed, spread downwards
tn liie lowest rank.- t>{ the army, to the verv seiioojiiovs at their

(i.-k-. Athanase followed .Mine, du noiKcrel's plav with a
M-:ali!v which might so easily luive been taken for" indill'er-

i!!.r. that ]\Ime. (;rans(m fancied she had Inrn mistaken as
I" her son's feelings.

Aiiianase's ajifiarent carelcv-ness explained his refusal to
siiiafice his >()-calle(l "[Jberar' o])ini(ins. 'I'his word, then
r< • utly coined for the Kiiijicror .Mexauder. proceeded into the
i;i!;-iiaL:e. I believe, by .vay of .AInie. de Staid through Benja-
in'!! Constant.

A Tier that fatal evening the unhappy young man took to
i. a: inniLT one of the most pictures(|ue walks along the Sarthe

;

i\> rv artist who comes to Aleneon skeiclies it from that point
": ^ ' \y. for the >ake of the watermills, and tlu' river uleaming
't -iiijv out among the fields. I)etween the shapely well-grown
tP- on either side. Flat tliough the land may be. it lacks
TiMt;.' of the sulxlued peculiar charm of French landscape;
•
IT :ii Franct' your eyes ai'e never wearied liv glarinir Fastern

^':iiii_'ht. nor saddeneil by too continual mist, ft is a lonelv
M"t. Dwellers in the provinces care nothing for beautiful
~

' 'i'Ty. perhaps because it is always about liiem, jieriiaps
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borauso llicrr i> ;i scn^c lacking in ilicni. If there is such a

thing as ;i pniiiiciiicl'', a iiuill. nr any spot from which you see

ji licautiful \ie\v, it i> si, to \n' the one unfre(iiiciitc(l part of

the town. Atiiaiiase l.ke(. the loneliness, with the water like a

living ]iresence in it. and '.' ' iields just turning green in the

wariiilh of the early spring uiilijzht. Occasionally some one

who had seen him silting at a poplar foot, and received an

intent gaze from his eyes, would speak to Muio. tiranson

ahout liim.

"Tlu're is something the matter with your son."

"I know what he is ahout." the mother would say with a

sati>ried air. hinting that he was meditating some great work,

Athaiia>e meddle<l no more in politics; he had no opin-

ions; and yet. now and again, he w.-i- merry enough, merry :i:

the e.\]iense of others, after the wont of those who stand aluii:

and apart in coni<'mpt of puhlic opinion. The young fellow

lived so entirely out.-ide the horizon of provincial ideas ami

amusements, that he was interesting to few people; he did not

so much as rouse curio-ity. Tho>e wIk) s])oke of him to hi-

mother did so for her >ake. not for his. Not a creature in

Alencon sympathized with .\thanase: the Sartlie received the

tears which no friend, no loving woman di'icd. If tin'

nuignificent Suzanne had chanced to pass that way. how nuicli

miserv miglit iiave been luX'Venlcd—the two young creaturo?

would have fallen in love.

And vet .Suzanne certainly ])assed that way. Her amliition

had lieeii first awakene(l hy a >utriciently imirveloiis talc of

things which happened in ITO'.); an old story of adventures

hcu'un at lln' siuii of the Tlircr M,iiii< had turm-d her chiMi-h

brain. They u-cd to tell how an ad\eniures-;. beautiful as an

angel, had come from Paris with a commis.-ion from FoucIil'

to ensmire the Mai'(|ui> de Montauran. the Cliouan leader M-nt

over hv the IJonrbon- : how she met him at that very iini of

the 'riine Moors as he came back from his Mortagne expedi-

tion ; and how >he won his love, and gave him nji to his

enemies. The romantic figure of thi- woman, the power of

beautv. the whole story of Marie de W rneui! and the .Manpus
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.].' Monfaiiraii. dnxzlrd Snz;inno, till, as slic ^row older, sho
1-' Imii-. (1 t(, play with m,-n> live.. A f.'w inoMths after the
fli-hi. she eould not resist the dr-iiv to see Ikt native plaee
;i:aiii. on her way to Brittany with an arli-t. She wanted to
-- Foi.-eres, whrrc llie MaiViiiis ,1,. Montaiirari met hi^
'i'.uli: and llion.irht of niakin- a pil-rinniLro to the scenes of
sti.rirs told to her in ehildlp.od of ihai War in the West *o
litil. known ev,.n yt. She wish.-d. hesides. to rrvi^it Alen'on
uiMi siieh splendor in her snrnmndinus. ati.l so .-onipl.^trl-,
!' • taiiiorphosed, that noh(,dy sluMild know her a-ain. She in-
i"'"i"l to put her Jiiother heyond (he reach of want in one
'""iii-"t. iind. in some tactful way, to send a sum of money
t" I'niT Athanase—a sum which for -mius in modern davs is

['' i"'valcnt of a Tfehecca's fjift of horse and armor to an
I'-inhoc of the ?diddle A,i:ps.

^

A momh went hy. Opinions as to :\rile. Cormon's inarria<'e
tin.mated in the stran-est M-ay. There was an incredulous
-'-n which strenuously dem'cd the truth of th.. report. an<l
1 ''iity of heliovers who piTsistentlv alTlrmed it. At the end
'! :: fortnight, the douhters received a sevr,. check On
I-'i-.niier-s iiouse was sold to M. de Troisville for fortv-three
i:-i-and francs. :\I. d.> Troisvilh' m.-ant to live ,piite '.piietly
"1 \'en.on: he intended to return to Paris after the death
'; :^e Princess Sclierl)ellofT, hut until the inheritance fell in
H' v,nnld spend his time in lookinir aft.'r his estate^ This
ruurh appeared to Ik- fact. But the douhtin- faction declined
;' erushed. Their assertion was that, married or no du
i5--Miiier had done a capital strnk- of i)usiness. for iiis house
;j'j''

-lood him in a matte r of twenty-sev.'n thousan-l francs.
I'" '-lievers witc taken ahack hy this p. .v.mptorv d<'cision

"'•' !'''• part of their opponents, •('hoisnel. Mlle.V'ormon-;
fi'" :rv. h.ad not heard a word of nuirria-e settlements," added
'':• nepdulous.

I' '' "t! the twentieth day the unshaken helievers enjoved

J

-j-al vietory over tlic douhters. \[, I>>nres.e,ir' the
I- 'I ""tary. went to Mile. Cormon's hous.>. and the eon-
r'- w.is signed. This was the first of manv sacrifices

»:
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whicti l?ii-i' i!i wlf to luT lni>liand. The fan Wiw that ilu

huUS(luilT (lrt,-lc(l Chni-Iicl: lie hluilird till' Iintarv for Mill'.

Arniimdr'-- lv|ll^al in the lirst ]A:u-c. n< well a> for hi- iMwiuu^

rcjcclioii liv Mllf- Connnii. who. as he hi-lirvnl. li:i<i follnwcil

Mile. Arinandc's cxainiilc. Wf inanaL'iil Ml!<'. <'orinoii <o

well, tiiat she. iiol)lf-licart(Ml wuuimii, hdicxinu' that <\\i' h.nl

inisjii(lp'<l h.T future hu-ti;unl. wished to iiiakc rrparalii.n

for her (louhls, and >a(Titircd her notary to licr lovo. Still

slir siihiinttcd llu- contract to Choi-url. and he— a man

worthv id" IMutarch— d(d'cn<lo(l Mlio. Cortuon's inton'>t> by

letter. 'I'hi- was tiie one cause of dehiv.

Mile. Corinon received a L'ood many anonymous letters.

She wa< ijiformeil. to lier no small a-toni>linient. that Suzaiiii"

was as honest a woman as she was herself; and that the

seducer in the false toupet could not possihly have played the

part assi.LMied to him in such an adventure. Mile, ("ornmn

scorned anonymous letter-^: ^he wrote, liowt'ver. to Su/.aiiiic

with a view to trainin;: li,i:lit on the creeds of the Maternity

Suciety. Sii/canne prohiddv had heard of du Bou.-iipiicr'.s

apjiroachin.LT marriatre: she confc—ed to her strata^^'m. sent

a thousand franc- to the Fund, and dama'ieil the fora,>rc-con-

tractor's chariicter verv considerahly. Mile. Corimm calldl

an extraordinary meetitiL; of the MatsTnity Charity, and the

assemhled matrons passed a resolution that henceforward the

Fund should <:ivo help after and not hefore misfortunes

hefell.

In spito of those procoodinL's, wliicli supplied the town with

tidhits of jrossip to discuss, the hanns were puhlislied at tho

chiircli and the mayor's otlice. It was Athana.se's duty to make

out the needful documents. The i)etrothed bride had pom

to the rrehaudet. a measure taken yjartly hy way of conven-

tional modesty, partly for general security. Thither du Rous-

qnicr v.cu! everv niorninLT. fortified hy atrocious and sumptu-

ous l)Ou.|iiei-, reluming' in tho ovenini: to dinner.

At l".-(. c,iie ;;riv rainv dav in June, the weddiuir took place;

and Mile. Ccni'^.n and the Sieur du Housipiier, as the in-

ereduluii- fadii'ii called him, were married at the parish
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nil in the si^'h' nf nil Ali-iu'on. r.ridc iiml ln-iilc^rrnom

.' to tlic mayor's otlicc, ,iim1 aftcruiinls tn the cliurcli, in a
ill-— a s[ili'i)(li(l f(|iiiiiaf:c fur .\lfiK;>tii. I)ii !!iiu>.(iiior liad

i III privately from Pari-. 'I'hc lo.-- of the ..Id cariolc was
I'll of calariiity for the whole town. 'I'h,. -.addlir of tlio

: (Ic Sc't'z lost an income of lifty franc.- per annum for

i\:v-: lie lifted up hi.- voice and wept. With di-mav the

II of Alen(,'()ii heiield the lu.xiiry introduced hy tlii' Maisoii
liioii : every one feared a rise of prices all round, an in-

i-c id' house rent, an inva^ion of I'aris fiirnilure. There
V -onio whose eiirio>itv priekeil flnin to the ooiiit of "-ivin"'

|iielin ten sous for a neari'r >i<:ht of so starilin^^ an imiova-

1
in a thrifty province. A pair of Norniandy horses liko-

' caused nuuh eoneern.

If we l)uy horses for ourselves in this way, we shall not
i!icni lon^f to those that come to huy id" Ui," ^aid du

1 'Tet's set.

ill' reasoninj,^ seemed ]irofound, stii})id thou<rh it was. in so

as it prevented the district from seeuriii>,' a nionop(dy of
!!' \ from outside. In the political eeonomv of the j)rov-

- the wealth of nations consists not so niiieli in a hrisk
iihition of money as in hoards of unproductive coin.

\i Icn.Lah the old maid's fatal wish was fulfilled. Penelojje
k under the attack of pleurisy contracted forty days he fore

\*edilinfr. Nothini,' could save her. Mine, (jranson. Mari-
' . Mine, du f'oudrai, Mme. du Ronceret—the whole town,

! II t—noticed that the iiridt' came into cliurch with the
I !'iot foremost, an omen all the more alarmintr becausi^ the
ill Left even then had acquired a political siirnificance.

olliciating priest chanced to opiMi the mass-iiook at iIk^

r'4'iindis. And so the wcfldiuL'' pas.sed otT. amid presat'cs

-niinous. so frloomy. so overwlie!niin<:. that nohodv was
-I 1 to augur Well of it. Things went from liad to worse.
'
" was -.0 attempt at a wedding party; the hride and

' :,'room started out for the i'reliaudet. Paris fashions
'' to supplant old customs! In the evening .\ lemon -aid

-ay as to all these absurdities; some persons had reck(jned

4
\

m
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upon Olio of I 111' ii-n:il [)rnviiicial jcillificitinii-, v, li:.', thoy pnn-

pidcfcil ili(\ hii'l a ri,L.'lil to cxiicct. and tlir-c -jinki' their iniiiil,'?

jiri'tiy iiTrU. I'm Maritltc and .(aii|n(!in had a nicrry wrd-

diIlL^ and \\\v\ alnnc in all Ali'iii.iiii ;:,iiii.-aid the di-iiial pri'jih-

t'cics.

Hu I{(Uis(|ui('C \\i~hi'd In spend \\]>' [>i"lil made !)y tlic -ali>

of hi> hun.-e mi re-lnniiu and iinidiTniziiiL:' the llniel ('orin"i!

lie had i|iiiti' made up iiis mind tn >tay for -omi' mntitli- :i;

tile rn''ha\iilet, whither hv hnniuht his uncle df S|Kiiid('. 'Vlv

Hews spi'|.;i(i (li-tna\ lhrniii.'h Ali'ninn; e\cry niie fidt thai dn

B()iis(|nier was alxiiit to draw the coiintrv into the downwani

patli id" domotie ei)mfi>rt. The forchodiTii: ltcw to a fear nil''

inoriiin^ u heii ihi I)nusi|iiier drove over from tin' I'rc''liaiid''t

to sii|t(>rint(iid his workmen at the \'al-Noii|e; and the towiis-

peojilf hehejd a tilhurx'. hai'pc-sed lo a ni'W horse, and h'eiK'

in livery \i\ his niastor's side. |)u Hnii-i|uier had Invested his

wife".- saNiiiijs in the funds which >iiin(l at >i\ty-sov('n franc*

iifly cemiiiK's. Thi^ was the first act of the new admini>tra-

timi. In till' ^pace of one year, hy constantly speeiilatin;,' for

a rise, he made foi' him-elf a fortune almost as con-iderahle

as his uife'>. But -oiiiethiiiL' el-e ha|i]iened ill coiiiicction

Milh this mari'ia^'e to make it seem yet more iiiaiis})icioiis, and

put all pre\iou> overwhelmine- portents and alarming innova-

tions into tlio liackLTound.

It was tlie eveiiini: of the we(ldini: day. .\tlianaso an<l hi-

niotlior w.'re sitting in the -alon hy th.e little fire of hriish-

wood (or ri'iiahnle.i. as they -ay in the patois), which ihi''

sorvant had lighted after dinner.

"Well."" sai<l Mine, (iranson. "we will go to President dii

Ronceret's to-night, tiow that we have no ^Ille. ('oriiinih

(ioodiiess me I I shall never get u-ed to calling her Mme. du

Hoii.-(|uier : lliat name makes my lips -ore.""

Athaiiase looked at his mother with a sad ronstraint ; ho

could not smile, and ho wanted to acknowlodgo, €ns it were

the artless thoughtfulness which soothed the wound it could

not heal.

•'Mamma,'' he began— it was several vears since he had

t .;.:
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- 1 iliat wdnl. and his tunes wcri' so ('cntlc that tliov soundi'd

li>' voice of his (•hiMhooi1--'*'rnainrna. dear, do not let

It just vet; it i? so nice here hv the fire I"

us

h was a supreme erv of mortal an<;uish : the mother heard

i;h| iIhi not iiniler^iaml

Let lis >ia\. eliild he «iiid. "I vMiiild eeriainly ratlier

il-. u itii Villi and listen to Mnir [ilaii- than |>liiv at liu-tdii a, I

ill" lo>e iiiv iimnev.

^ nil are heaiitifiil to-iiiL'ht : I Hke ti >k at von. And
-:d. -. tile eurfent of IIIV thouirhts i- in liarniony with this

"I' little room, where we have been throuf.di so nuieh trouble

111 a ml I.

lanase, u ntil
• \iid there is still mor(> in store for us, poor At

iir work succeeds. Fur my own [lart. I am usi'd to poverty;

I'.ii, oil, my trea-^ure. to look on and <ee your youth >i(i hy

«ii;Ii' Mill have no jo_\ of it I Xothinu' lait uork in vour life!

T' it thou'dit is like a di>ea-e fo,- a mother. It tortures n le

t and niornin> I waki- up to it. Ah, (iod in Heaven

ui.ii have I done':' What sin of mine i- punished with thi.-'

S!ie left her seat, took a little chair, an

\n.anase, nestlinj,' close up to his side, til

d sat down hoide

he could lav her

III ad on her ehihrs hreast. When^ a mother is truly a mother.

In' urace of ve never dies. Athanase kissed lur on the eyes,

"'I tile fray hair, on the forehead, with the rev^'rent love that

fain wiiiild lay the soul u here the lips are laid.

ver succeed." he said, trvintr to hide the fatal-nail iv

r I'
e uluch lie wa> revoiviniT in Ins mind.

ill ! von are not L'oini,' to he di-eouraLr«'d ? ^^i^ 1 can do

;i: iliinL''s. a

; iwH r. and a stroiiL' wil

s von sav. W'iiii ten hottles of ink, ten rea m.-5 01

i/,itiier turned Kurope upside dow n.

If;and \<)ii are ^oino to make a tj^reat nann* to' yourst

ire <roini: to use to irood ends the powers which he u-ed

r 'vil. Did \ini not ~av so

:

Xo\v / rememiier wtiat vou

u see; I understand much more than vou think: fiJi

-till lie so (lose under mv heart, that your least little

i:,..ii

euef.

L'ht thrills through it, da your slightest movement did
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"T ehall not sneered lirrc, yon sec. niMininn, an<l ! will not

have yon looking' on v.hile 1 am strnj,';jlin;r ami lieartsore and
in atiirnisli. Motlier. let ine leave Alemon; 1 want to go
tlironj:li it all away from yon."

"/ want to he at yoiir >i(|i' alwa\-." she said prondlv. "Suf.

foring alone! i/oii wiihiuit yonr mother! yoiir poor inoliicr

that wnnld he yonr servant if need \M're, and keep ont of si;.'lit

for fear of injnrin:-' yon. if yon wislied it, ami never aeeiwe

you of pride! No. no. Athana.-e. we will never he parted!"
Athanase jmt his arm-; ahont her and held her with a pas-

sionate ti^rht ela^p, as a dyiii;: man niifrht elinj,' to life.

"And yet I wish it," lie said. "If we do not part, it is all

ovpr with me. . . . The donhle pain—yours and mine-
would kill me. It is Letter that 1 should live, is it not ?"

Mme. (iranson Iooke(l with haj^'gard eyes into her son':*

face.

"So this is what yon have li(>en brooding over! They naid

truth. Then you are going away?"
"Yes."

"I?nt yon are not going until yon have told mo all about it.

and without giving he any warning? You must have some
things to take with yon. iind nioiiev. There are some louis

d'or pewod into my pi ttieoat : you must have them."
Athanase bur.-t into tears.

"That was all that I wanted to tell ynn," he said after a

while. "Xow. 1 will >ee yuu to the I'resident's house."
Mother and .<on went out together. Athanase left Mine.

(Iranson at the door of the house where she was to spend the

eveiiini'. He looked long at the sliafts f)f light that eseapod
through chinks in the shutters. He stood there glued to the

spot, while a (jnarter of an hour went hy. and it was with

nlnio-t d-lirions joy that ho heard his mother sav, "Grand
in(lependene(! of hearts."

"Poor mother. ] have deceived her!" he exclaimed to him-
self as he reaeliiil llie river.

He came down lo the tall poplar on the hank where he li.id

boon wont to sit and ineditate during liie last si:: weeks. Two
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_ -fines liiv tlicn-; lie liml linmirlit theiii liitii>cir for a scat.

Ami imw. lookiiij: out osir tlie fair laiidx ape ]\u\'^ in tlu'

•li'H.iili^'lit. lie ])a»('(l in rc\if\v all llic so f,'l"rioiis fuliirc that

-hi'iilii have Ix'cn his. lie went tlironjrh cilit's stirrc(i to en-

tliu-ia-ni hv his name; he hcanl the cheers of cro\vilc(| streets,

iir<;iiliiil the incense of han(|uets, looked with a ;:reat yeariiinj,'

m\. ! ihat life of his dreams, ro.-c u|iliftt'd and radianl in ;^lciri

on- iriumph, raised a statue to iiini^clf, >.iiiiiiMnncd uji all hi-

illii-ioiis to })i(l thcin farewell in a last ()lyiii|pian cannisc.

T' ' ina<:ie coiild oidy last for a Utile while; it tied, it had

\.im-hcd forever. In that supreme nM'inent he clunj^ to hi.s

iciiilifiil tree as if it had heen a friend: then he put the

-ti'Ur.-. one in either pocket, and buttoned his overcoat. His
hilt lie had purpo.^ely left at home. lie went down the bank
In l"iik for a deep spot wliich he had had in view for some
tun.': and slid in resolutely, trying: to make as litth- noise as

I'
--!!. 1(. There was scarcely a sound.

U iicn Mine, (iran-on came home uIkiu- half-past nine that

nik'ht. the niaid-of-all-«ork said iiotl of Alliana.>e, hut

iii'l'd her a letter Mine. (Jran-oii ojiei i it and read:

"i have ^'one away, my kind mother: do not think hardly

"f inc." That was all.

"A pretty thintr he has done I" cried she. '"And how ah'Uit

hi- linen and the money? Hut he will write, and 1 shall j.nd

li'ii! The poor children always think themselves wLser than
tlu ir fathers and mothers." And slie wi^nt to bed with a (|uiet

II. Mill.

Tlie Sartho had risen with yesterday's rain. Fishers and
.'iriL'h i'> were prepared for this, for the -wollen river washes
•h'.in the eels from the little streams on its course. It so hap-

I"! d that an eel-catcher had set hi? lines over the very spot

wli. n pdor .\thanase had chosen to drown himself, thinkini,'

tliar he should never be heard of auMin: and next morning,
ah It si.x o'clock, the man drew out the younir dead body.

"nc or two women amontr Mine. (Jranson's few friends

«' ni to prepare the poor vi'idow with all possible care to re-

cti\( the dreadful yield of the river. The news of the suicide,

.

!
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ns niiglit Im' cxpccird, [trniliK fd a f rfriiiii<liiiH -iii-alinn. Only

last I'Vfiiiii;.' ilic jpiivcrlN -^trl^l^lIl iiiiMi i>f ;.'ciiins liad riui a

pin^'lf t'ri'iicl : the iiinriiiri;,' aftr hi^ (l>>alli ?icorf:< of voi(H>s

crifil. "I \Miiilil XI uilliiij:lv lia\. hilpcil liiiiil" So easy is it

tn |ila\ a I haniaiilf pari uIhii ii,> uinlay i-i involved. 'I'lie

('ln\alhr di' \aloi-, m the spirit of rcvm;.'!', cvjilaincd tht;

^illl(•ld(•. It \wi> a lto\i>li, ^llll(^^'. and nohic pa^.-ion for Mile,

Cornioii tliat drove .\tliaria>e to take his own life. And wlii'n

tile ('lu\.! i. r liad opennl Mine. (iransoliV eyes, she saw a

niullilude <>( liiile iiiin;_'s to conlimi this view. The story

j^rew touciiiii;.'- ; women cried over it.

Mnie. (iian.»on >or rowed u iih a diiinii concentration of j;rii'f

whitli few uniier-t d. For nioihers there ary two ways of

l(erea\enieiil. It oiiiii hajipeiis tiiiit <'very one else can uridiT-

stand the ^'reatiiess of her los- ; her hoy was admired and ap-

preciated, yoiin;,' or iiand-nme, with fair prospects before him

or iirilliant >iicces.«es won already ; ev( ry <ine re^'rets liim, every

one siuircs her moiirnin;:, ami tlie ;rrief tliat is widelv spread

is not -o hard to iiear. Then there is the loss that one under-

stands. No one el.-e kiicu jur ho\ ainl all that he was: his

smiles were for her alone; -he. and she only. kni'W how iiiuih

perished with that life. tooi:i''|\ eiit short. Such sorrow liidrs

itself; he-ide thai darkncs- oilier woe ;:ro\\s pale; no wonl>

can descrilie il ; and, happily, there arc not many women who

know what it is to have those licart-siriiiL''- linallv .severed.

Kven iiefore Mme. dn l)oii-i|uicr came hack to town, her

ohliirini: friend. Mine, dn liom-cret. went to llin^' a dead hody

down amotiL;- the roses id' her lu u-wedded liappinoss, to let

her know wiiat a lovi' she had refii-cd. Kvcr so jjontly tho

Presideiitc sipieezed a shower of drops of wormwood over the

honey of the first month of married life. .\nd as Mme. du

BouMjiiicr returned, it so happened thai >lie met Mme. (iran-

sori at the corner of the \'al-Xol»le. i.nd the look in t' e licart-

l.rokcn mother's eyes cut her fo the ipiiek. It was a lool; from

a woman dvini: of irrief. a thousand curs'-s irathored up into

one jrlaiice of malediction, a thousand -parks in one ^dearii of

!:ate. It frJLduciied Mme. dii Jiousijuier; it boded ill, aud lU-

voktu iii upon her.

t I
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Mine, firarifion luul liflonp'il to tin- party iixxt nftjmsfd to

tlh . iiiv; .'^lu' wMi a l)iltcr iinrti>aii of the [trii-it of Si. b'ori-

ard'-; liiit on till' vcn I'vcninj^ of ilic tra^'iily -he tlioujflit of
!ii> li^'id orthodoxy of inr <.un party, and -lie -liuddtrrd. She
! r-<\\' laiil licr xm in liis .-lirniid. ihinkiiiir all the w li]|<> of ilif

\r • i< r i>f llic Saviour; tiicn u itli a -onl ijuivirin),' « itii a;.'()riv,

-u' 1" tuok licrsclf t'l tlic tioii-c of ilic pcrjuri'd pric-it. SIk'
!' lid him hiisy. the hiiiid)lf jrood man. >torin^' th<' licmp and
ll,i\ uiiicli hi' ^ravi' to poor womm and j,drl- to >piii. mi thai no
w .ik' r shonhl ever want work, a picrc of wise charitv wiui Ii

li id -avi'd more than one family that could not cnilurt' to ix'^'.

il. left his hemp at once and hroiij.dit his visitor into tho
ihiiiiiL'-rooni. whori- tin- stricken niothrr saw the fni;,'ality of
liiTown housfkccpin^' in the suppir tlial stood waiting for the
I'un'".

"M TAbbe," she bcijan, "I havo come to entreat you "

• burst into tears, and could not finish the sititence.

'
I know why you linve come," answered the holy man. "and

I tinst to you, nuidame. .md to your relative Mine, du Bou.s-

<1 ui r to make it ri;,'ht with his Lord-liifi at Seez. Yt>s. 1 will

[.ray for your unliappy boy; yes, I will say masses; Init we
niii-l avoid all scandal, we must jrivo no c,;rasi()n to ill-dis-

|i,-,d people to pither top-ther in the church. ... I

-elf. alone, and at ni^ht
"

"Ves. yes. as you wish, if only he is laid in consecrated
LToiind !" she said, poor mother; and taking the priest's hand
m; li.'rs. she kissed it.

And .so. just before midniLdif. a bier was smuggled into the
[iti-h church. Four young men. Athanase's friends, carried
II There were a few little gnnips of veiled and black-clad
"'.:!!cn, Nfuie. (Iranson's friends, and some seven or eight lads
tl :i! had been intimate with the dead. The bier was covered
wi''i a pall, torches were lit at the corners, and the cure read
tin uilltf for the dead, with the hel[) of one little choir bov
"!: iii he could trust. Thi-n liir MiicMlf was buried, iioise-

l'->ly. in a corner of llie cliunhyani. ami a dark wooden cross
^'' ' 'lo name upi.ii ii maiK.'M )].v gr,i\e for the mother.
A'.;:.iii.t.;e livL'd and died in the shadow.
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Xot a voice was raised against tho oun' ; his T^orclship at

Seez was sik'Ut ; tlie inothcT's piety rudoeniod her son's impious

deed.

Moiitl'.s afterwards, moved by tho ino\-plical)lc thirst of sor-

row wliich drives tlie uiiliajipy to steep their lips in tlieir hitler

eup. ihe poor woman went to see the phiee wliere lier son

drowned liimself. I'erliaps she felt instinctively that there

weie thouglits to l)e gathered tinder the poplar tree; perhaps,

too, she longed to see all that his eyt s had seen for the last

time. The sight of the spot would kill Tnany a mother; while

.again tliere are some who can kneel and worship there.—There

are truths on which the j)atient anatomist of human nature

cannot insist too much; veritit's against which education and

laws and systems of philosophy are shattered. It is absurd-

let us repeat it again and again—to try to lay down hard-and-

fast rules in matters of feeling; the personal element eoiiies

in to modify feeling a- it arises, and a man's character in-

fluences his most instinctive actions.

Mmc. (iraii>on, by the river-side, saw a woman at some di--

tance—a woman who came nearer, till she reached the fatal

spot, and e.xcla' nod:

"Then this is the place!"

One oiher womaTi in the world wept there as the mother

was weeping, and that woman was Suzanne. She had heard

of the tragedy on her arrivnl that morning at the Three Mo<ir.<.

If poor .Vthanase had be! t! alive, slie might have done what

poor and generous people dream of doing, and the ri(di never

think of putting in practice; she would have enclosed a th m-

sand francs with the words, "Memev lent by your father ti; a

comrade who now repiys you." During her journey Suzanne

had thought of this angelic way of giving. She looked up

and saw Mmv. (iranson.

"I loved him." she said; then she h irried away.

Suzanne, true to her nature did not leave .\lencon till >he

had chanL'ed the bride's wreatli of orange flowers to wnter-

lili. She wa~ rir>t to assert that 'Mme. d.i r>ous.|iiier

would be Mile. Cormou as long us lived. And with one

n \
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ji\,o «ho avenged both Athanase and the dear Chevalier do
Vainis.

AlcnQon beheld another and more piteous suicide. Athana?e
w;!- [ironiptly for<rotten by a world that wiUindy. and indeed
r.f iirci'ssity, forgets its dead as soon as jiossible; l)iit tiic poor
( ;,"v,ilier's existence became a kind of death-in-iife, a suicide

rrtTUinued morning after morning during fourteen years.

Ti;r,r months after du Bousquicr's ninrriago. people remarked,
Hut uithout astonishment, that the Chevalier's linen wa-; i.;rn-

ins yrjlow, and his hair irregularly combed. M. de Vai<.is was
ri<- :!iere. for a disheveled M. de Valois could not l)e said to be
him-elf. An ivory tooth here and tiiere deserted from the
ranks, and no student of human nature could discover to what
c,-ir|.- they belonged, whether they were native or foreign, ani-
mal <<r vegetable ; nor whether, finally, they had been extracted
hv iiM age. or were merely lying out of sight and out of mind
in the Chevalier's dressing-table drawer. His cravat was
wi-jii (I, careless of elegance, into a cord. The negroes' heads
pr.u- pale for lack of soap and wafer. The lines on the
Ch.'viilier's face deepened into wrinkles and darkened as his

fot;!!.!exion grew more and more like jtarchmenf : his neglected
nails were sometimes adorned with an edge of black velvet.

'irains of snuff, lay scattered like autumn leaves in the furrows
nf his waistcoat. The cotton in his ears was but seldom re-

n. ui fl. Melancholy, brooding on his brow, spread her sallow
liiii- through his wrinkles; in short, time's ravages, hitherto
^" lanfully repaired, began to appenr in rifts and cracks in
lb' nnhle edifice. Here was proof of the power of the mind
over natter! The blond cavalier, the jcune premier, fell into
']'•' av when hope failed.

Hitherto the Chevalier's nose had made a peculiarlv elegant
aT'inirance in public; never had it i)een seen to distil a drop
rif a!i!i}pr. to let fall a dark wafer of moi>t rappee: hut now,
"iih a snuff-bedabbled border about the nostrils, and an un-
P!--'l:tlv <tream taking advantatre of th(> eliannel hollowed above
til.' upper lip, that no<e. vjiirh tio longer took pains to please.
rcv.,ii,.(l the immense iruuble that the Chevalier must have

1

3

'5

.mni
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foriiicrlv lakk'ii u i hiiiiseli'. In this nrulcct y,iu >iiw

the extent, tlir i^Ti'iitno.-s and persistence of tlie mnn's (li>i.:ii-

upon Mile, ('(iriiion. 'I'lie Clieviilier was cru-lird hy .1 p'ni

from ilii ('(judrai. ulm-e (!i<t:ii>-al lie however proenrcd. It

was tin lirsl iii-lan(e nf vindiciivriit-- (ui iln' part of ilir-

iiri,>ar.e Lrentlenian: Imt I lien ilic nun '\a- aii'nci(iii~. w(ir-r hy

a handred eulnls tlian any (iila i- r\tv madi' liy the rei'i-irar

of iiiorti:'ai:(is. M. du ( 'ondrai. oli-cr\ Iiil:' tlii- na-a! I'evohitinn,

liad nieknanicd ihe Clirvalicr "'Ni'Tc-tan"" { ni':-rrshinl )

.

Latterly the Chevalier's \\ ill ici-in-. liad hicii t'ew and far

lielween ; the anerdotes ucnl ilu- way of the icrlh. hut his fpjH'-

lile roniiniicd a- i:o(m| a- e\rr: (Hii df the Lrreai ^hipwi'eik nf

"'."'pos he saved nolhin_' hut his di::e-ii(in: and while ho oek

his pimtT feeidy, he de>]iaichod his dinner with an ... dity

alarinin,f,f to liehohl. You mav mark the extent of the havoc

wrou^dit in hi^ ideas in the faet that hi< colloipiies with liio

Prince>s (ioritza lm-ow le-s and Irs- fnM|uen!. lie eanie I'l

illle. Arinande's one day with a falc calf in front df his ,-!iiii-.

The hanK'rujitey of c'e^'aiiee wa> ^o^tethinL^ |Kiinfu]. I ]»role-;t;

all Aleiiion was >hori<ed hy it. It -i-ari'd -uciety to see an

elderly yonuL'" nii'.n drop -uiMenly into hi- detaL'e. and from

sheer depres-ion of spirits pa-s from fii'ty to ninety years.

And liesides. he had hii rayed his -ecpet. He had Keen waiting

and lyinir in wait foi' Mile. Coniion. For ten louir years, per-

severinir sportsman that he was. h" had heen -talkinir th'>

pime. and he liad mis-ed hi- >hot. The inipoteiii liepuhlii''

liad won a victory over a valiant Aristocracy, and that in fail

flood of Hestoration I The >ham had I riumphed over the renl

:

spirit was vani|ui-lied hy matter, dij'lomaey hy insnrreeti.m;

and as a final mi.-forlune, a trri-ette in an ouihreak of l)a(l

temper, let out the seen t of the ('he.aJKT's levees!

At once he hecami' a man of the \\,,r-.t ehar.aeTer. Tin''

Lilieral party laid all du I*>oii<i|uier'- fenii,!!inL!'> on the Cheva-

lier"- doorstep, while the |-'au!)our'_' >^aiiit-Cennain of AleiiMm

Itoastimrlv aeeepied them: lauLdied and crieil, •'The dear

Che\alierl W'h.ii el-e eniilil lie do.'" Sa i nl -< lemiain ]>iti('il

the Chevalier, look him lu il> ho-eiin. and -milcd more thiiu
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"f liini ; Willie an i)])!);!)!!!)^^ iiinnnm of unpopularity
n down upon dii HoiiMimcr s Ii.'jk(I. K vcn pLTsons
from the silon Coriuon an^I utnt over to iliu d'Hs-

mr.

(' was a more sharnlv-
!'. -I the especial result of ilie marria'j-

!:::i;'-.l divi-jon of partir- in Al.'inoii. The Maison d'Ks-
.•r.iinn represented undilutrd ari-iucracv ; for the 'iVoi^vilJe,

n I'l.ir return joiiM'd the eliipi... Tli,. Mai-on Cornion. skil-

f;!'y inlhieiicrd \>y i!ii l'.ousi|iiier. wa- not exactlv [.ilieral,

''' V f.-oliitely i;o\ali-t. I. lit <d" that unliiekv' shade of
'•lin'oM which prodtieed ih,. ^>] nieiiihers, so so.,i'i as the po-

ll riniLr.u'le took a dditiite shafie. and the ,i:re;ito,,t. nio-i
;i;i/ii~', and only real

«:'; ihai most false, f

V. 'Ided hv an elective hodv, is k

power of Kin-ship came into i-ol!i^ion

K-kle. and tyrannical ]>o\ver wjiich, \\|icn

Mown as the power of I'arlia-

third salon, the salon dn Roneeret, out and out IJadical
iolitics, was secretly allied with the Mai.-on Cormon.

Willi the return from the Prel laudet. a life of cont I nil a I

i^n- heiran for the Ahhe de Sp,,n(le. He kept all that li

icked witl III) Ins soul, iitteritii: not a word of < olil-

i.aiii to his niece: hut to Mile. Annan. h- he <.pened hi> heart.
a^nutini: that takin.ir ene folly with another, he >hould have
!'!':'• rnd the Chevalier. M. d,> \'alnis would not have had
V..- ^.id ta-te to thwart a fechle old man with hiit a W-w da\s

Du ROUS( piier had jmlled the old home to pj,

M.i(!emoi~cl|(>," the old .\hhe said .-i- the thin tears fell

ill- faded old eye-, -llle lime-tree walk, where [ have
ii-'d to meditate these llflv Vear- IS L"o n.'. M

i\c all liccn cut do\' n ! d ii-t a- [

V iiear lime

a\- the Reni
am iiearimr the end

iiiiie iia- come hack' a:.'am in t

I'll'' revolution in ihe hoii

ne ain' (d

-N. 'iir niece nnist toririven. aid th e I ilevailer (i

puhlicanism is a vouthful error: veml
or hherfv. and finds tvraiinv in its wto „ , I

f,

not be. a puuitihed by the tliiiii,' wherein she .tinned.

1 L'oes <iilt

or-! form—the
d' the impoteiil rnM'e. \nv.r nvce, p,,.ir ihiiiir. 1 la.s

1%'
I

.?: i
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ft^MJx

"^VTint is to lu'coim:' of me in a houso with naked wninon

danciii;^' all ovt-r tin- walls? \Vh(>ro shall I find the lime-tree

walks when' 1 used to read my breviary?''

Like Kaiit, who lost the thread of his ideas when somehmly

cut down the fir-tree (m whioh he fixed his eyes as he medi-

tated, the f^ood Ablie paeini; up and down the shadowle.-s al-

leys eould not say his prayers with the same uplifting of soul.

Du Hoiisipiier had laid out, an Knglish (rarden I

"It loiik' d nicer," Mine, dii Houscjuier said. Xot that she

really tlioui^ht so, hut the Aiii)e Couturier had authorized Iht

to say and do a good many things that she might please her

husband.

With the restoration, all the glory departed from the old

house, and all its (piaint, cheerful, old-world look. If the

Chevalier de Valois" neglect of his p -in might be taken as

a sort of abdication, the bourgeoi> iii;ij"siy of the salon Cor-

mon passed awav when the drawing-n-om was decorated with

white and gold; and blue sdk curtains and mahogany otto-

mans made their appearance. In the dining-room, fitted up

in the modern style, the dishes were somehow not so hot, nor

the dinners quite what they had l^een. M. du Coudrai said

that the puns stuck fast in his throat when he saw the painted

figures on the walls and felt their eyes u[)on him. Without,

the house was provincial as ever; within, the forage-contractor

of the Directory made hiniMlf everywhere felt. All over the

house you saw the stockbroker's bad taste; stucco pilaster?,

ghws doors, classic cornices, arid decoration—a medley of

every imaginable style and ill-n-surted magnificence.

Alen(,on criticised such unheard-of hixury for a fortnight,

and grew proud of it at the end of a few months. Several

rich manufacturers refurnished their houses in consequence,

and set up fine drawing-rooms. Modern ftirniture n.aile it>

api'i^irance : astral lamps might even be seen in some fllace^. >

The Abbe ile Sponde was the fir-1 to see the unhappinc-^'

\vhich lay beneath the surface of 'lis dear childV married life

The old di<:nilied simplicity which luled their way of livmi

was gone; du IJousquier gave two balls every niontli in the
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emirso of flic iiM winter. The
It I—(clKicd wifli tlu> sound of

voncnililc houso—(•}!, to think

• \Mi<'. nil Ills tcnccs. [inivcd wiiii<' tl

Til'' i>(ilitif.s of the >oh(T

violins and world I v iraietv

le iiierriiiicni l;i.~lcd.

f.ir tl

Jilon underwent a i:r

le worse. The .Nbh,'- d,. Sponde divined .hi I

I'llderod at his nephew's diciatoriid torn

idiial i-luiiiLro

)ou-i|Uier
;

;aw tears
in his iiiei'-'s oyv< when \Ur disp.^sal nf lirr fortune w

Ill of Iht hands: hrr lius!)and left iier onlv the eontroi of

11- t aken

he liiifti, tlie tal)l nd :ueli tninys as fall to a woman's lot.

i-.\('iiivi

ail no more orders to ;

\rlv. took his orders fr(

nve d iei|uelin. now eoaehinan
mi no one hut liis master: IJene,

'oiu. did likewise so did the man-eook imported fron
.Mariette was only the kitehen-maid : and Mine, di

iioiiM|iii,.r had no one to tyrannize over liut do.sette.

I'eis any one know how mueh it costs to </\

li' i>.!!s e.xcreise of authoritv? If the triuninh o
t!u' most into.xicatinf: of the "-reat i';an

VI' up the de-

f will is one of

lave one's
in\ n way is the whole life of narrow nat
faMtut minister fallen into disgrace ea.

-Mti'
.

dii Bousquicr's i)itter pain when she saw iier.self redueed
t" a

. iplier in her own house. She often drove out wjien she

nys, to I

ures. Xo oin- but a

•npatiiize with

rather have staved at home she saw eonijiany w
Wnuii;

silt' (li

and iiad never spent at all. had lost the control of

1 not like
; she who had hoon free to spend as si

hieh

d.

(:'ilU<

b-h she loved. I nipose limits, and who does n.

le plcase(

the money
)t wish to L'o

<i them ? Is there any sharper sufferiiiu^ ihan that which
)f thwarted will;-

l!ut the.se hepinninps were the roses of life. ]• verv con-

sno ii

'11 was counseled by poor Kose's love for Iht hii-^hand.
first du Bousipiier behaved ad iiiirali !v t

f.

a- V. TV ffood to her: he brouirht f.

o Ins wi|. H»
'rward sutlicient reason>

fnr

n \. rv encroachment. The ro-.m. .so lon^f |..ft .-mptv. echoed
vo ices of husband and wife in fireside talk. .\nd

first few years of married iife. Mme. du H
'ace of content, and that

"':i liiv-terv often

loiis(|uier

little air '>f enianeipation
~ecii in a vouni: wil

>^lu' had no more trouble with

r a inarriaire of

Ued oloot .'hi;

^mi

!

H
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oniiTitonaru'i nf Ikts routed -cotfcrs. pivi' the Vu' to trnssip con-

c't riiiii-- (ill lioiisiiuitr. ami inil oh-frvriv of luiinaii iiatvuv at

fault.

Ifiwi" >rai'!c Victoin' \va> so afraid Ir-i <hi' -linuld lo-i' Iht

liii-liarnr- all'cctioii m drive liiiii from Ik r -idr li\ -cttiui; iht

will aLiain-t !ii>. llial >lic would have made any >aci'ilici\ rxrii

of iiir uuclc if iKcd hf. And till' Alilu'' i\f Spondc, dr,-,'ivii|

Kv Mini', du i'nn-i|nii'f"~ [lom- fnnli-li lillli' joy-. ImiT hi- nwu

di-comforl- till' morcca-ily I'or the thought that Ids uifcr wa-

liappy.

At lir.-t Alcmoii >har.'d ihi< impiv<sioii. But thrrc wa*

one man Ic-s ('a^y to drcrivi' than all tho n--! of Alcniioii pui

togrlhcr. 'I'lic ChcvaliiT dc \'aloi- had takm nd'ugc on the

Mon- SactT of ihc nio-t iin-iiicratic -ci-tion. and -pi'iil hi- liiii'

with till' iri-l-griuiioii-. Ill' I'lii an oar to thf -camlal anil

tiltli'-lattli': niuht ami day hr -Itidit'd how to havo ins rfVi'iii'i'

hi'fni'i' ho diid. Till' pi ipi'ira!"!- <>( jiiin- had Imtu alrnul}

brought low. and ln' mi'anl to -lah d'l Uou-^ipucr to the lirart.

Ttic poor Althi'', knowim: a- ho did the cowardliness of liir^

nicci'"- lir-l and la,-t lovo. -luiddrrrd as ho guessed hi- ni'iilirw";

In jioeritieal nature and the man - intriLTues. \h\ l>oUM|\iit'r.

be it said, jiut Mur.e enn-traint upon him-elf : he had an ovf

to the Ahhe"s pro|iertv, and had no wi-h to annoy his wifc'-

nnele in aiiv wa\. yet lie d. .i!i tli.'old man hi.- deai h-hlow.

If von eati tran-laie the wunl Inioleranee l)y l'"irniness nf

Trineiple; if voii can fnrlii^ai' to cnndenin in the old b'ninan

Catliolie \'iear-(ieneral that -loici-m which Scott ha.- laiiL'lil

"lis to revere in deanie |)ean-" I'liriiaii t'atlier: if. finall\. ynii

can reco-ni/e in tiie Ifonian Churcii ilie unliiliiy of a /'"/"/>'

in'iri ijU'iiii fn'l'ir! \\hich \on ailiiiirc in a Hepuhliean— tln'ii

vou (all under-land the anguish thai rent the gn-at Alil'c li''

Spondc wlien lie -aw the apo-tate in his nephew's drawiiiL'-

roum : w lien he was eonipclled to nieei the rencj.-idc. ilie harK-

tlidcr. till' eneni\ 'd the i'hiirch. ihc ;iider and aiietlur of the

Oath to liie ( 'oi'-i iiuli m. Il \\a,-du !'>iMi>i|\iier'> private anibi-

fion lo lord it "m r te.e coiiiitrN-idc ; and a< a first ni'^>of "i in-

l)i)wer. he ilclv .inijied to reeiuieile tli',' utlieiatiiig priost of St.
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11:1 r'V< witli til

!i'' HUM,

("lire'' of Al.TK.oii. II(. iraiiiiil his object.
:iiif<l th.-it (ii'ii.c h.id

.\''iM" -.•lu- 110 |m;ic.'. Inn ~nrnTii|iT of

'ii'i'ii made wiKTc tlic storn

Iiniicijil M. <lr >|i«)Il{ic
t ll"fl«' in tlu- r.-lilll. 'I'll,. |ii,|„,p ,,,„„ In ,hl I'.MIH-

r'~ linllsc. and ,i|i|piMIvd >;iti^(i,Mi Willi il
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puto arose IjctwcMi tin' clcrL'y iiiid llu- tmvn. <>r tln' 'li'fmrtmpnf,

or the State, he wii:- veiv cireftil to tnki' tln' elericiil siiir.

And >f). while secri'tlv >ll[i|)(irteil l)y the IJlierills, lie i:iniii(l

the intliietiee ef I he Chiirth: and as a Censtitutidiial-Iinvalist

kept elcse he-ide the ari^toiratie seetioii, tlie hettiT tn ruin

it. And ruin it he did. lie wa.-i alway.s on the \vat( h for juiv

mistake on the part of tho<e liij^h in rank or in ntliee iiinl.r

the (iovernment ; with tlie .-iip[)ort of llie hoiirjreoisie he car-

ried out all the itnproveiiients wliieh the nohles and oIVk ia!-

OUfjht to h.-ivi' uiidertaken and (iire<'te<l. if tin- iinl>eeile ji'al-

oiisies of pla(<- had not frustrated their eiTort-. Coii-titu-

tional opinion carried liini throimii in the alTair of the eiiri'.

in the theatre ipiestion. and in all the various schemes of im-

provoment which dii iiou-(piier first prompted the liiherals to

make, and afterwards upported in the course of dehate. de-

darin<,' himself in favor of anv measures for the j^ood of the

country. He hrouirlit aliout an industrial revolution: ami his

detestation of certain families on the hi;:liroad to Brilliinv

rapidly inerea,sed the material |)rospority of tlie province.

And ;-o he paved the way for his reven^re njjon the gcns a

chatcaus in Kt'i""''"-'!' ""•' *he d'l']s<rri.<:nons in particular;

.some dav. not so very far di-tant. he i-iuild plunire a poisoncil

blade into the very heart (d' the c' |ue. Ife fouiui capital to

revive the manufacture of point d'.Men<,on and to increase tho

linen trade. A lencon he;_^an to spin its own tla.x hy machinery.

And while his name was associated with all these interests,

and written in the hearts of the masses, while he did all that

Rovaltv left undone, du Bouscjtiier risked not a farthinj: of

his own. With his means, he could alford to waii while

entcrprisiiiL' men with little capital were ohlijred to pive up

and leave the results of their labors to luckier successors. He

post'd as a hanker. A Latlitte on a small scale, hi' hecanu' a

slee|iinjr partner in all n<'W invent ioi'-. takini: security for his

money. And as a public benefactor, he did ren.arkahly \sS

for liimself. He was a promoter of insurance companies. «

patron (d' ne\\- public conveyances; he <rot up memorials for

necessary road.- and bridges. The authorities, being left be-
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hind in this way, regarded this a< (ivity in the lipht of nn en-
• I'.t' liiiitiil: tiic\ ijiiiiHlered, jiiid put iheiii.selves in the
ur.ii-. for the prefecture was obliged to give way for the good
(

;'

till' cownlrv.

I'll liousiiuier embittered the i>rovineia! noblesse against
t (Miirt nobles and the j)rerage. lie helped, in short, to
Ir-n.' it to pass that a very large body of ( 'un-liiiiiional-

l;-..ilists supported the Journal drs ]),hnh and M. de Clia-
iiiiiiriand in a eonlest with the throne. It was an ungrateful
ojj.n-ition based on ignoble motives which eoiuiihTited to
Iriiig about the triunij)h of the bourgeoisie and li:,' i)ivss in
!>::'» Wherefore du 15.)us(iuier, like those whom he repre-
5;t!ite(l, had the pleasure of wateliiiig a funeral j)roeession of
h'-wdty* pass tlirough their district without a single deinon-
Piration of sympathy from a jiopulation alienated from them
in uays so numerous that they cannot be indieateil here.

Then the old Iiepubliean, with all lli.'it weight of masses
on Ins conscience, hauled down the whito flag above the town-
hall amid the applause of the peojde. I'nr fit'ti-en years ho
ii.ul acted a part to satisfy bis vendetta, and no man iii France
lH:,..l(iing the new throne raised in August If^.'JO could feel
rn re intordcated than he with the joy of revenge. Yor him,
T!ii Miccession of the younger branch meant the triumph of the
lu volution

: for him, the hoisting of the Tricolor flag was the
n-irrection of the Mountain: and this time the nobles should
!» iirought low by a surer method than the guillotine, in that
K ac'ion should be less violent. A jxiTaire for life onlv : a Xa-
tieii.il (iuard which stretches the r;iiir]uis and the grocer from
III.- rorner shop on the same camp bed : the abolition of entail
fi'inaiided by a bourgeois barrister; a Catholic Church de-
ir;\e,l of it.; supremafy: in short, iill the IcLrislative inven-
t;.ii- of August 18:^0 SI. oly m.'ant for du iious()uier the
i'r:ii<i|iles of 1793 carrieii out in a iiiovf imrenioiis manner.

I'll Bous(jui(r has been receiver-general of taxes since 1830.
1! jvlied for success u)ion his old connection^ with F^galite
Oi-iMiUa (father of Louis rhilippe) and M. de l-'olmun.'stcw-

•Charlts X. on his wiiy ^) Eugland.
il^
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Jiril "if tlir |i,,u;i-i r I»ii(Ih--, H,- \. ^ii|)|in-c(l 1(1 lijivf an iii-

'"" t' ''l,:-'llt\ lIl'Ml-iiiid ||\|v-. In ihr , v,.> n\' hi- I'rli.iu-

coiiiii iMiK 11. Muiisiiur <lii rMiii-.|iiici' i- a man n\' -iiii.Mancc,

lioiicralilr. ii|ii-i-lit. 'iMi^iiiii:. im.-ucr\ ill;.'- m iii- |ii-ini-i|ilfs.

To llllll. AlrlK.nll I.UI-, her | la It ici |ia I KMI III lllr llnluMnill

iiMiMMiiciii uliirli iiiiikc-. h, r. a- 11 w. !v. 111!' (ii>i link iii ,i

fliain uliich M'nii'dav |MTlia|i~ mav ImihI l'>i'inaiiv id ilir >iati'

(>r l!iiii-s u liich we iii< kiiaiii. ••iiiMilt 111 (IS ili/alimi."" In l>lti

Alciiioii lMia-!ii| hilt \\\,< carriaL:!'-. |irn|irrl\ -jicakiii;:; i. n

vi'ais al't.Tuaril-, cah'chi-.. ((.iiik-. h-iiiilaii-. calpriiilcls. aii'l

tilhiirii'- \vi IV i-ullin- ahniit ihr -irrci> uiihuiit caiiMn^' auv
''"'"'ii-li'in lit. Al llr-i ihc inwiiMiicn and laiiiluuiicis were
ah-inii.i! h\ ih.' ri,>r n( |,ri,c... al'lcrvianl-. ihi'V di>ri,\..rc(l that

the incna.-cd t\|icn(lil mv prcihavd a coi-rcsitondiiii^r iiicivaM'

ill thi'ir iiicoiiic-.

hii Ii'iiiiriTii'-. ))ni|,hi-tic Wdfils, "i>u HMU-<|iiit'r is a vcrv

stroiiLT man."' wnv now taki n ii]. hy the counirv. But. wiit'Mr-

tiinalcly I'm- dii i'.oii-.|iiirr",> uif,.. t|;,. remark is a shockiiii.'

iiii-iioiiicr. I Ml r...iiM|tiirr the liiwhan.j is a wry (liir.Tcn!

piT-i.u t'l'diii (hi l'.oiis(iui( r the |)nhlic man and politician. The
;rnat citiz n. -o lihcral in hi- opinion-, -o im-v hiimori'd. ->

till! "f hi\c for hi- coiiniry. is a despot at home, and lias n<ii

a jiarliele oT lo\e for hi.- wife. The Cromwell ,d' the \'al-.\(ih!p

is profoumlly a>liite. hypocritical, and crafty; he hehave< to

those of his o« n hoii-ehiiM a- lie hcha\cd to the aristocrats on
whom he fawned, until he emild cut their throats. Like his

friend liernadottc. he ha- an inm hand in a velvet irlovo. Hi.s

«ife LTave him no children. Sii/anneV (•f)iLrrani. and the

Chevalier de \'aloi>" insinuations, were jiistiiicd : hut the Lib-

eral- and Coii-titutional-Iioyalists amonj the townspeople,
the liti'e xpiiiv.-. the ma.Ldst raturc. and the "clericals" (as the

Cuiis/ihi/ioiuH'l ii-ed to say), all threw the hianie upon Mine
dn r.oii-(pii.>r. M. dii r.ou-i|uier had iii.irried such an elderlv

wife. the\ -aid: and hesido. how liickv it was for her. [)oor

tl!i!!t.^ f"r :ii her .iltc hearin- a child meant siich a risk. If.

in perio(li.-all\ rv nrr. nt de-pair. Mmc .In r,oii-(|nier conlhl. d

!:• r Iroiihi,- with tear.- to Mine, du Coudrai or Mine, du
lioiiccret

—
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•\\!iy Mill iiiiwt lie iii;iil. i!i;ir!" llmsc l.nlic^ umilil ri'|)lv.

"V. i; clii iml know mIiiii vkii Uiinl ; a iliilil vMnihl lie the di'iith

\I' 11 like y\ (In ('uinlnii, w Im f llllUUI'll ( 111 Mnll«(|llirr S l.'nil

iHr.in.-r they tii-ii :ir(l ilicjr li(i[ii- in I.i- -uiii'^-, umild iirniiipt

thiir vuM- In -iiiL' 'III IiMU«i|iiicr'> |triii-i'-; uihI I{iim' iimst

'..•h II In -|i Ill'- lll;it WMiinijcl liki' il >tllli.

Villi ,i|-(' VtTV I'nrtllll.itc. (iriir. lo IlllVi' Sllcll il crlliilMf ilUrf-

iMl; HiiiM' inni ha\f in* •ihti.'v. and can iH'itlKr iiiaiiati't

l!:i-i r uu n |iri.|M riy iim- liriii;i uji llirir chiMn'M : mui arr -imrt'd

!!:-• trolllilt'S."

"r. •^'oiir Iiii-haiiil i~ inakii

fa r lailv. //

l.l,' ynll ((lllTll III' the ( li-trict.

<• u III ncvrr l.'avf vmi at a Iti-- ; he li IK- fViTV-

lU II-' III .Mcllrnli.

It I >iioiiii| iiki' liiin to lake Ic-i tnnililc fur tlu' iiiri)li(

aii^l ratlHT

"My ilrar Mini', <!ii i)niiM|iiirr, yuii arc vcr\

a:: liir wninrii ciivy ymi ydiif lr,i>lianil."

I njuitlv trcalcil \,

hanl til i)ica>

1 hy a uiirid wiinii ( niKhiniifd her witliniit

arin^% slic fiiiiinl aii!|ilc scdpf t'nr the (Acrri-c i)t' ( 'lirist

'\'-< in Ikt iiiiuT lit'i'.

liin

If ulin liviil ill l(>ar> alwuvs
iiiriiiil a stTcnc V.hv uiinn tin' wnrli I. Fur 1HT. |llnll> soul.

na- ilicrc not -in in the thniiL'iit which was alwavs pcckiiiLT at

la-r licart—"I lovcij the ('hc\a!icr dc N'ahiis. and 1 am dii

I'i'.ii-i|iiicr"s wife I" .\t!iaiia>cV hi\e m-c up like a ifiiiorsc to

haiiiii her dreaii's. After her uncle'-- dealli and the revelation

I'l' all that lie had sniTered. t!if fuiiirc ^ji-cw \et inure ilreadfiil

a- -111' tlioii;_rht liow ixrieved lii' would lia\e heeii l)v such

i!!aiii:e,- of political and reliuinii- doci i aiie. rnliap|)iness (d'teii

fal'- like a ihimdcrlinlt. as iinon Mine. (Iraii-on. I'm' iiisi nice

ail ho-c s lliisi rv LTradiiallv widened uul hefore Her a- a ilron

'l'"i! -iireads over stulf. -lowlv saturatinir ever\ f 1 1 1 re

Tlie ('he\alier i\i' X'alois \\;is the iiiali,Lrnanf artificer of licr

iM-i'iii'tiine. lie had it on hi- mind to -^natch hi- opportunitv

'i iindeceive M l

i :ti : tdi'

lie. (ill l)oii-i(iiier a- to line (it her articles of

tile Chevalier, a man of e\pericnee. -aw tIiroii;.di dii

.-(piier the married iiiaii. as he iuid seen l]iriui>:h du I )ou,- Hi
Hi

I*'
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(pii«'r til'' liiirli.lor. lint it was not casv to take ho ai'tntc

Ui|ml)Ii( all \i\ surpri-f. His salon, naturally, uas closfd in

tht' ('li(\a!n r t\r \'alois, a^ to all otlur- who cli-contiiiui'il

their vi-its to the Manon ('Mriiion at the tiiin' of his iiiarria;.'c.

And hcsidcs. ilii Hoii»i|iiu r was ahovc tlir rfaih of ridicuii';

h»' po-iscssfd an iiiiiiH n-c fniiunc, lie wa« kiiij; of Alcnron;

and as t'or his wiff. he cared ahoiit htr imich a> Richard HI.

iiii;.'ht have cared for tiie loss of the iioise with whi. Ii !u'

thou-rht to win ihc hattle. 'Po jijea-e her hiishand, Mnu'. tju

Hoii.>(|uier had hrnken with the Maison d'K-;:rii.'iion, hut somo-

tiiiies. when he wa> away at I'nris for a few days, she paid

Mile. Arinaiide a vi>it.

Two years after Mine, du Mous(|uier's niarriajxc, just at the

time of the Ahhe's d<atli. Mile. .Vriiiainle went up to her u.'i

she came out of church, lioth woiiuii had heen to St. Leon-

ard's to hear a ntfssr iioin' >aid for M. di' Sponde; and Mllt'.

Ariiiande, a j/eneroiis-naturcd wou'an, thinking' that she ouiriit

to try to eonifort the weepinif lieiress, walked with her as far

as the Parade. Kiom 'lie I'arade. still talking of the helovcd

and lost, they came to the I'orhidden Hotel d'Ksijrignon, and

Mile. Armande drew Mine, dn liousipiier into the house liy

the charm of her talk. Perhaps the ])oor hrokeii-heartcd

woman loved to s(h..' <i her uiicle with soijie one whom lur

uncle had loved so well. .\nd hesides, she wished to receive

the old Marcpiis' jrri'etiii'js after an interval of nearly thrw
years. It was half-past one o'clnrk; the Chevalier de Valois

had eonie to dinner, and witli a how he held out hotli hands.

"Ah I Well. dear. ^'ooil. and wtll-lieloved ladv." he said trem-

ulously, "uc have lost our .-aiiitcil friend. Your mourninj,' is

ours. Yes ; your loss is felt as deeply here as under your roof

—more deeply," he added. alludiiiL' to du i>ous(|uier.

A funeral oration followed, to which every one oontrihuted

his ]ihiMse: then the Chevalier, trallantlv takinjr the laily":^

hand, drew it umler his arm. pressed it in the most adoraMo
way. and led her aside into the enihrasure of a window.
"You are luippy. at any rate?" ho asked with a fatherly tone

in his voice.

1
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"'><•>." .-he saiil, lowiTiti;,' Iht eves

ll.,ii. .„' that "V.-s'" Mm.', d,. 'I'n.isvill.' ( .|;niL'!il.r of tlm
I'niH.ss SclifrlM'lIutr) and tlu'old Manjiiix' dr Ca-i. ran taine
u: .

Mill'. Aril iiidt' al.-i) join.d iIh'iii. and tlir j,'nni|t took a
! nil in tlic jiardcn till dinner .-liouid l.r rvadv. Mnif. du
I- .-'liiiiT wus K(» stupid with nr'u-f thai >lif diil not notice
till a little eonsj)ira(\ of mrios'tv ua> on fooi a.m n"^ the

•Ue have her here, let ns find out I he answer to the nddle,"
I'.ir .'lances e.\ehanj;ed aiuon;: them -ii'nie(l to sav.

"Viu should have ( liildnri to in. ike \our happiner-s eoni-
j^:-.'" begun Mile. Annainle, "a iine hoy like my n.pliew

'liars eanie to Mnie. du nous(|uier's eves.

| have heard it said that it was entirely your own fault

if ;..iu had none," .said the Chevalier, "that you were afraid of
til'' risk."

"/.'" she criel, innocently; "I would endure a hundred
}rir- in hell to have a child."

Tlif suhjeot thu.s broached, Muie. la \'iconitesse do Trois-
vii!" and the dowa;:er Manpii.se de Casltran steered the con-
v.r-;ition with such e.xceedinf: tact, that they entan^'led poor
l; -I luiti!. all unsuspectiii^rly, she revealed the seeretrf of her
iMiin d life. Mile. .Vi-Hiande laid iier hand on the Chevalier's
arm, and they left the three nntntns to talk confidentially.
Till II Mine, du Housipiier's mind was disabused with regard
t" the deception of her marria;.'e: and as she was still "a
iiiiural," she amu.seil her confidantes with her irresistible

nn\i-te. Jiefore lonj; the whole town was in the secret of du
II 'i-i|iiier*s mameuvres. and knew that Mile, Cormon's mar-
r;iL'i WIS a mockery; but after th<' first burst of laughter,
Mil.-. (Ill F?ous(|uier L'ained the esteem and sympathv of everv
'^iiiiin in it. While .Mile, Cormori ni>hed un>ucci'«sfully at

"Mi'irtunities of establishini: litT-ilf. every one had lautrhed
;

!u; [ifople admired her when ilicv knew tin' position in which
^'i" was placed iiv the severitv of iier reli::ioiis principles.

"I'""r. dear Mile. Cornion!" was replaced b\- "poor Mine, du
11. M ;„-'"
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In (hi- u;i_v ihc ('lu'V;iIi;T iiiinli' dii l'iiii-i|uirr liolli riili^ ;-

Idii- and M'vy iiiipcjiiilar (<>] a \Jiilr, Inii ilic ruliciili' .ii^ii

(Inuii Willi liiiic; till' -lamltT laiiu'ui-lH'i] w licii cmtnIuxIv had

cut ill- jdkr: and lir-idi-, it ^<(llud to niany jxt-^oii.- that lln'

mule li'i I'liMican !iad a rii:lit in iviir'' at lin' a,L'i' <>{ lil'l v->r\rii.

Hilt if ihi lliai.-i|ni(i' \>yf\ inii-ly li'it, d liic .Mai-nn (ri-i-uTi^ii"!!.

tlii^ iiicidi III ~n inci'ca.-rd hi- ;atiinr that he ua,- |iitilcsr- at'li r-

u'ai'd- in ilu' ihiy <>( \rn-canri'. .\'nii'. il , i'.nii-ijuin- ncrnnl
or(lcr> i!r\ir to -.•! lui.i in i!i:it hon-c anain; and hv ua\ -i'

rrjiri>al-, lir in-rrtrd the I'oliowiiiL;' inii-ai^raph in the (Ji'/n:

Courier, liis o\\ n iicw papiT :

'"A i;i;u \i;it id' ri nfi' to hrinir in a thmi-and frams will h-'

paid to any pii--oii ulio-hall pro\i' tiial oiif .M. de I'otubrri.'ii

».'xi.-trd cithrr liid'orc or ai'lcr the Kniii'-atioii."

Thoii^di Mnii'. du Bou-iiuiiT's happim'-s was essontiallv

n(\i:ativi'. ^ho -aw tiiai iirr inai'naL:c had it.- advantaircs. Was
it iiol hi'iiiT to tako an ini.iT-i in thr ino-t niiiarkahlc man
in till' place ilian to li\c alone? At'tcr all. dii lioiiMjiii t u,i-

hcItiT thai the iIol;-. r;M-. a lid caiiaric- on which old iiiai'l-

centre their aircctioii- : and hi< hviinu' for In- wil'c wa.- .-um.-

ihiiiL: more -vnuiiic and di-intiM-i-tcd than 'he attachninit

ot" servants. con|V>-or,-. and IcLiacN-hiiiiicr-. At a -till lai'

r

)ieriod >hc looked upon her hu-hand a> an iii-truineiit in (iod's

hand- to punish her for 'iie inmiiiicrahic sins which she iii>-

covercd in her d. -in- for inarria;;'' ; .-he rcuardcd herself a.s

justlv rewarded for the nii-ery whit'h she had hrouizhl 'iii

Mini', (iian-oii. and for ha.-tenini.r her own uncle"- end. Ohedi-

eiii to a reii'.:iou- faith « hicli hade he;- ki,^ the rod. -he prai.-iil

her llu^hand in |iuhlic: hut in the eonfe--ional. or over her

firaver- at niudil. -he ,,fti ii w( pt and entreated (Jod to pardon
the a'Mi-iaic who -aid one th.iui: and ihoULdit another, wim
wi-he,l for the de-iriiction of the i.i'der of nolile- am! ilif

Church, the two ivlin-io,,.; ,,f the Mai>oii Curnion. Livim: in

an uiicoiiui.nial Hinosphere. coinpejled to suiMiress hcr<e!f,

coniiielled likewi-e hy a seii.-e of dut\ to luake her huobaiid
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n.I to injure Iiim in noihini:. -h.' Ii.t.-hm.' ;ilt;]c!io<l

!l! '.-I !h ;in i?l(lcfill;|l)Ir ;iir('ft

'lit.

loll. |mtIi;1[k llir rr,iill ol'

lii- ht,. \v;is ;i prrpctiial contr.nl

to

use

ii-tinn. Slic felt
;i\i'i- I"" (''"' '111' tMlKlncI ;in(l opilliolis ,t{ til

iml' i ((!. .•ilHl Vi'l It u;|< iliT

;i nnr : :i n<l if.

Mllt.V tn i;|ki> II tfinliT

;l- nl'ti'l

fVl',-, <,] ihull-'lll t||;|| i|„. ,]

I lKI|iprnr(l. (ill I)iili-.,|uirr ;i|(

II' ihniic'r u;N ltikhI. -1 '• \V.I~

ir.'ivcn. N II' .-^.IW t|l;|| III- clinif,,!'! v.v,

II thf sniiill.M .l.t.'iiN. If h<- I. .ft il

i.l|i<T mH the l.lMi-. llinv ll flilWI 1

- .-'•(lirr(

ir u!-ap)»'r 111' hi.-

i\i' it. I

iin;iiii.

irlic ll' wiiiilij -jn. "tl
ill'' iHittitiir it tli"i-i'

i!u lln||.-<|Ili(T 'jn ntl il joiimcV i' S!

!iL'- (l"ak ami 1;
'

11' ma^tiT ha ll Dine

11' tlilircti'lj nViT lii-

'ti- I >r hi- JiiatiTia! (iinil''i.rt. 1
1'

1

""'"
-

^11'' '||||'< thi' iiKi-t iniinitc pri'-

iii'li'l. >hi' hi':jan ti

I' w.i- L'liinu' DMT to tht
' ("n-iili ll

I'l'n'hand. A ,-I

' i-athcr LMa<- tw ni \" '-Hir

.'iinl -I) it '.va.~ with Mnir. d

I'l-pniL:- iln.L' Im- .'w- anil ear- for I

II r>"ii-iniiiT : -1

lis

11' ll-l'll to

ll'-.

'Ill' ixiHv-M.'n of her liii-hanii"- i';;
,. tn n'a.l !;i- uJ-1

that hiirly |HT-on;,-... vau'iiii-h.Ml l,v dut v-pre-.-nh,.,
iii-ht he- i.v the ^vai-l and ki.-.d h,.p on the fuivhead
inL'. "^ oil are a irood

iliire s eve-. It i> nioh

uoiiian
: tear-^ ot' j^v filled ih

''•lii'i' t.i.-it da l>ou-,|i.i|.r fell it

'"11 upon liitn to make eoinpni-ati.'n- \\li;,h uon i.'o^e

\ iiioire',- re-peet
: for the Clnireh do,.- ,i,,i re,, nip. tliar

:niption (d' uife|\ dexdion -hoiih] 1

Ml
le earr;' d i|Ilile >o

me. du l.oii-ipiirr ihomdit ni.ee,--arv. And vet when
-Med to the raiieorei;- talk of men who 1,„,|.: Cnn-iiiii-
h'eyalism a- a eh.ak for iheir n al opiiii,,iH. th.e wmiaii
iiiv life littered not a \vof,L Siie foresaw the downfall
''iiiindi. and >hiiddeivd. \ erv oe( ii>iiinallv -I le uoulc
-ome foolish remark, promptiv cut in two hv a ]o,,k

!!oiis(piier. In the ei

imhinir influence on ]\r

id this life at ero<--piirpo-e-; h;

it hot!) sii

ind led oiitwardiv a

me. ilii l)ou-(|uier - wits: she

ep lier mind to
iipler and mon' di^i-iiilied to k

\ :ilv still

mere animal e\i-f|.ii, le irrew
iinissive, making a virtue id' the ahjeet eondit ion
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to which her liii^li.ind liiid reduced Ii.t: she did Iter lnwli:inil'>

will witliout riiurnmriiiir in tin' lea?t. The timid ^heep uaik.,!

ill the w;iy iiiJirked out liy the shepherd; never leaviiiLT llio

bosom of the Cliureh. praetisini: austerities, without a tlioui:ht

of the Devil, lii^^ poiups and works. And so, within hcv>v\i

she united tlie purest ('hri>tian virtues, and du Roii-;(]uior

truly was one of the luckiest men in tlu' kinjidoin <d' !•' ranee

and Navarre.

"She will lie a simpleton til! her last sitrh." -aid the .tui-I

e.\-re,sristrar (now cashiered). Bi.t. all the same, he iliiifi]

at her table twice a week.

The story would br -insularly incomplete if it omitted fn

mention a la>t coincideiu-e; the Chevalier de ^'alois and

Suzanne's mother died at the same time.

The Chevalier dird with the Monarchy in Aujrust I'^.IO.

lie went to Xonam-ourt to join the funeral procession; pioiislv

makin,L^one of the Kin^V escort to Cherliour.i:. with the Troi-

villes. Casterans. d"K>i:ri,i:nons, A'ernenils. and the rest. He

had hrouLdit with him his little hoard of saviiiirs and the

principal which lirouLdit him in hi< animal iivtune, som:' fiftv

thousand francs in all. wliirh he oifiTed to a faithful friciiil

of the (>lder branch to convey to His Majesty. Ilis own death

was very near, he said: the money had come to him throu,<.'h

the Kinir's botinty; and. after all. the property of the last of

the Valois belonired to the T'rown. llistorv does not sav

whether the Chevalier's fervent zeal overcame the rejinunance

of the Bourbon who hd't his fair kinL'dom of France witlmur

takin.ir one farthint: ii.to exile; Itut th(> Kin^: surelv iiui-t

have been touched by the old noble's devotion; and this inr.ch

is at least certain—Cesarine. ^T, de Talnis" universal IcuMtee.

inhorile(l scarcely six hundred iivre^ of income at his di'ath.

The Chevalier came back to .Mfiiron, broken-hearti'd ;inil

sjient with the fati<:ue nf the journey, to die just as Charles

X. set foft on foreiirn soil.

Mme. du ValA'oble and her journalist protector. fearin£r

reprisals from the [.iberal-^. were ^dail of an excuse to return

inco'jnito to the vilhiije where the old mother died. Suzanne
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ndi'd till' -;ili' (if {]] Ciicvi Hit's furiiniirc to imv some ivlio

(li :i. I- lir.-l ,l:<i(k1 friciKl. ami ran iiji the |.ricc of the siiuff-liox

!' I'i'' 'iinnri:)!!- anil. mil of a lliniisiml i'raiu-s. The I'riiu'css

(.:'.''! a'- portrait aloiic wa- udrtli that siiiii. 'I'wo vcars
Jifl'i'.'.anl.-. a yoiiiiL' man of t'a-liioii. struck willi its niarvclous

.iii.ni~lii|». olitaiiird it ,,f Siizaiuic fur 1 II-- (I .'ction o f

:ji'' I'lL'-litciiitli (ciitiiiT .-miir-b(>\f>: ami so liic ildiciUo toy
iii'ii li.-itl iitcn the eoiiiiihinl of llic hiom coiiri'v of lov','

itrair-. ::ii(1 tii<. di-liu-hl of an old n'^': till it- vcrv end, i- now
'I'i.-lil into till' sciiii-iMiMicity of a rolli'i'tn.n. If ilir d.-ad
-lid kiiou- uhal is doiii' aflir they aiv -om.. tlicn' would U"
.
!in-li at this immii'iit on the ( 'hrvai icrV h'fi rluM'k.

l! iliis hisHiry should in-piri' oun,-rs id' >:uvvd ri'lics witli
;t i:'ii\ lea I', mid si't tlu'in draft in;. cooii'ils to oriividc for tl

:;:: i>t -uch iircfious .-oiivi'iiirs of a 1

t<}' -ivin.LT tlu'iii into svinpatlictii' iiaiids

•r\iri' would havi' liicn rcmlirrd to tin' rhival

lappiiK'ss now no more,

rvi'ti so an <'norim)iis

rous am I sent
inn.tal -cction ol tlio puhlii-: hut it contaiib, aiiuthcr and Ji

ii!;i' II more cxaltrd moral It. not sliow that a
'" >^ i'linii h ol I'diuatioii is lu'rili'd y I: it not ai I a ppcal to
'• -H I'Uli-litcni'il snliiiiiidi' ol MiniMi'iv ,d' Puhlii- In.-lruc-
'.'11 1,1 croatc i-iiair- of anlhropolo^jy, a sciom-c in which (ut-
inai;\ i- outstripping- iis?

\!"ilirn myths arc even less undcr-toud of tlio pt^tplc than

r.-iM,

in iiiUhs. eaten up with myths though we mav !».

rowd in upon us on everv
-'TV in- 1,11 al

'i' !iii-ches (I

idc. iillcuory is prc-sed into

asion-; to explain e\erytliinL'. If fahl es arc
t hi-tory, as the luimani>t school maintains, thcv

'"
.-i mean- <d' sc-urimr empires from revolution, if only

-Mir- of hi-tnry will undertake that their interpretations

pormeate tlie mas-cs in the departments. If
.1 lal

'. Cormon had had .-omc kiiowlcduv of literature: if tlicrc
lii'fn a professor of anthrorolou'v in the de[»artinent of
"rnc; if (a final if) ^he had read lie- Ari.wto. would the

nil misfortune of her marriairo have licfallen Iter':' She
pcrhajis. have found out for her<elf why the Italian

leroiiic Angelica prefer Medoro (;. auave

:i|||i;nii

pi"! Ilia I his I

10
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rhcvali.T (Ir \ulni-) In <)i .• v^lu. \vm\ \o<\ Ii'k maro, nn.l

coul.l .lo iinihiuL: l.ul work liiin-Hf int.. n fury. Miulit n-i

Mr.l-.rn In. taken a. an allrirnri.-al tl.L'uiv a^ t!..' couriKT (.1

wonian^ s.nfivijziit v. ulinvas Orlando is revolution pHvoni-

licd. an iiiHli.-ri|)linr.l. Iiiriou^. |)invl\ ,kMru<1iv.' I'onv. iii-

fapal.lo of i)rn(incini:- anvtlun.ir? 'rin> i> il"' "pi"'<'" "'' "^'

of M. I'.allaneheV luipils: \u- puMi-h it. ikMlinin- all rr>pon-

piliilitv.
,

As for tin' linv ncLMOfs" \u-.\th, no int'orniaiion ot any knvl

ooncorninir tlim'i is fortlu^onun^r. Minr. dn \'al-Nol.lo you

mav s.v a\iv dav at the Oj'cra. Tiianks to tlu' primary edu-

cation -ivfU tn'hcr Ir tlio Chovalirr ,!. Valois. <hr looks al-

most like a woman who make, a nece>.ity of virtue, wlule m

truth she onlv exists hy \irtut> of necessity.

Mme. du Housipiier'is still liviiiL', whieh is to say. i^ it in't,

that her troul.les are not yet ..very M sixty. wh..n woiurii

can permit thems.dves to mak.' a.lmi,->ion-;. lalkiii- e.mlid.'ii-

tialiy t.) Mme. .lu Cou.lrai. wlL.-e hu-han.l was reinstated ni

AuL'ust is;'.(l. she said tiiat th." tliou-ht that she mu-^t die will,-

out kn..win,ir what it was tu be a wife an. I
mother was iii<>p^

than she could hear.

Paris, Vdubir. XSSH.

.1
_

'

'-'A\
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THE COLLECTION OF ANTIQUITIES

To Ihiron Y<in Ifinnjtwr-Pnri/.'ihiU

M'Hiher of llie Aiilic Coiinril, Autlior of lite Ilislonj of the

Ottoman Einpiri'.

|ii':tr Raron.—You liavi- taken so warm an interest In my lonp,

'I-: "History of French Manners in ilie Nineteentli (;entury,"

Mil have jjiven nie So nnieli eneiinr;ii,'enieni lo persevere witli

i;;\ \\iii'k. that viiu liave ^iven nie a ri^ilit In a.ssociaie ynnr name
will, siiiin' iMirfiou of it. Are you not <ine of ilie most important

!• piiviiiiatives of <'onseieiitioiis, stuiiious (lermanyV Will not

y approval win for me tlie approval of oMiers. anil pretect

ilii- .11 tempt of mine? So [iroud am T to have iraiiied your tjood

ii].:nii>ii, that I have striven to deserve it by continnini; my labors

Willi the uutlapfiiuK eouraf,'e eharaeteristie of your metlnxls (»f

^luily. and of tlwit pxhiiustive resear^ li amonjj; documents with-

(ii)t whicli you coidd never liave f;iven your monumental work

to ilic World of letters. Your symptitliy with sucli labor as you

.V'.iii-i If liave bestowed tipon tlie most brilliant civilization of

till' Dii^t, has often susttiined my ardor throntrli niirhts of toil

s-'iveii to the details of our moilern civilization. And will not

vnii. who.se naive kiixUiuess c-an only be comiiared with that

tit' niif (iwn T-a Fontaine, be clad to know of tiiis?

Mny tliis token of my respect for you and your work find you

.'II Ii'ililiii^r. dear Raron. and put you and yotirs in mind of cue

of your most sincere admirers and friends. Dt Balzac.



Its TiiK .ii;.\i.<»rsir:s of a coTNiitv town

TllKUK stiincK ;i iiini-i' iii ;i r,,v\vv ,,r ;i -iivct. in \\\>- iniiMlo

(if ;i mun. in "nr of tlic lr;i-t iiiip(.rl,iiil j.rrf.Tiun-^ in Immpt.

l)Ul ihr niinir nf ill'- <t!vi t .un! llir naiin' of llii' t"wn niiNl 1m'

SUlljnv^- rd linv. Kvcrs nUr will ;ij.|ilV(i;ilc lllo niotivi-(if

tliis-auf M'ticencc il<"iii;ui(lr(l l.y ( <mvc nlioii : I'm- if a wriHT

tiik<'> npoM hiuHcIl' lin' "Hiiv of aIlnali^! of lii-^ own tinir. h,. i^

homul u> lonrh nil iiiaiiv -u-<- -ul.j'<-!^. '\'h>- hnu- wn^ r-.^M

tlic Iloti'l (rK-^i-i^nion: iail Nl iri'^uriuiinn Kr < ,,n-i.|.Tc(l n

iii.T.' fani'v nam.', nritlicr iiiniv nnr l,'- i oihum-i-.iI willi ivn!

prci|i|r llian the rniivrniiniial I'.clval. !M..rir..i'r. or Drrvillr „f

tlif <{:vjr. or the Ailallicris and MoinKmi-r^ of roniaiicc. Afi-r

all. Ilif name-; of tlp' jirincipal cliaia.irrs will lif <|nil.' ii-

much (lis.LMiis.'d; for ihou.Ldi in ilii- lii-U'rv ilicclironirVr

would |.rcf.'r to connal tli.' faol- und.T a iiia--^ nf comraili-

tion<. anaclironi-nis. iiii|irol.ahililir~. and ah-urdili..-, th.'

truth will out in >|>il.' of hini. \<'U uproot a vinc-sto,k. ;is

you iina.uinc. and ihr -fni will M-nd up lu-^ty shoo), after you

iiavc |plou;:hi'd your vincyai-il o\cr.

The "lloicl d"I''-,L:ri'_'non"" wa- ;ioihin,L' niori' nor l«'s-; t)i;in

tho hou-c in which the old Manpii- lived; or. in the style of

ancient doeument-. ( 'harle- Marie \-ie|or An-e ( 'arol. Man|iii<

(l'|e^„nirnon. It «a- oiil\ an ordinary Iioiim.. hut the towm-

5)0o]d<' and tradeMuen had he-un hv callini;- it the lfet>'l

d'KsjiriLTnon in je>t. and ended after a score of year> l>y .ifiv-

in^' it that name in earne-i.

''tIic name of Carol, or K.ii'awl. a- the Thierrys would have

Bpolt it. was ixloriiuis aiuont: the names of the most powerful

diieftaii!^ of the Northmen who corniucrcd 'iau! and est;il)-

lished tlic feudal ,-ystem there. Never had Carol heni his head

hid'ore Kin.L' or Commune^, th.' Clmreh or Kinanee. In-

trusted in the days of yoiv uith the k.'epin^' (d" a iM-eiu-h

:\Iarch. tli<" title of mar.i'uis in th.ar fandlv meant no shadow

of imatrinarv otliee; it had heen a po-i .d' honor with dnliesto

di-^charii-c. Their fief had alwavs In eu their domain. Pm-

vincialiiohles were they in .-very sense ..f the word: th.'V

mipht hoast of :in mihroken line (d' -real descent: the\ had

been Jie-'leeted by tlic court fur two hundred years; they were
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Iniil- iiiUMiiimint in the c-t.itc- nf ,i |iniviii(e where tlie jK'ople

(1 U]) to tlU'Ill Willi -U|ier>llti

il the Ih'lv \'iri:iii that etii

oils iiwe. as til tile iiuajfi'

es the loothaclu Tl le liollse <) f

iri.'-,Lrri;jiiiiii. buried in its remote hordcr (f)iiiUrv, was pre-

-. iMcl ii> the (harred pih's of one of Ca-ar's liridi,^'.- are

in;iiiilai!ieil intact ill a ri\er lieil. For thirteen iiimdrcd

'e;;i-- the (laii^rliters of th( hoiiM had liei u married witlioiit a

V or taken iho veil: the yoiuieer

had iieeii content with thi'ii' shi

>ons ol everv ^"ellera-

ire (.f their mother's

wr and uoiie forth t( lie captains or hisiio[).- ; xmie had
i!:-!i|.- a iiiarria^ic at c,iiirt : one cath't of the hoii.-e 1i.-e iii'caiiu' an
liniraL a duke, amd a peer of I'rarice, and died without i: uc.
>'r woiihl the Maripiis d'l'^LTiirnon of the ehhT branch ac-

! the titif of (hike,

| iiohl my niari|iii-ate a.- Hi- .\rajesty liohls tlie realm of

iiire. and on tlie same conditions," he told the Constahle

.uvno: a very jialtry fellow in liis eyes at that t IIUO.

V'Hi mav be sure that (I'K M'lLiiions lo-t their iieans on tlitth

'Id during' the troubles. The old blood showed itself

eti in ITf^fl. The Manpiis of that dayIT'iiil and hiirh ev

\i"!iii| not emi.LiTate: he was answerable for liis March. The
nvi rcMce in which he was held by the coiintrvside saved his

> was stroUL^ii' id; but the hatred lA' the .irciiuine snns-inlnth

riM.iiL'li to eoiiipel him t<i pretend to lly, and for a while 1

.\ ii 111 liKlmi Then, in the name of the Sov
le

ereiirn I eonle.

m^mon lands were dishonon il bv the District, and
: vvoiids .sold by the Xation in s[)ite of the personal protest

!ii.- by the Mar(:i^..s, then turned of forty. Mile.

l^_ri,:rnnn. his half-sister, saved some portions of the fief,

!!iik- to the vouTiLT stewanl of the family, who claimed on
r lielialf the jmrfiKjc (h' jiir.^ucccxsidn , which is to sav, the

a relative to a portion of an emiirre's lands. ToriLTlit ot

Fsirri<,mon. tlierefc )re, the IJepublie ma de over the

itself and a fcnv farms. Chesnel, the faithful steward.

iilii:e( I to buy in his own name the eliureh. the parsona;xe

'I'-ii-c. the castle <:ardeiis. ami other places to whu h h

ti'iu was attached—the Mar([uis advancing the money.
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The >In'.\. -uil'i M'iir- of ilir 'I'.Tpir ufiil liy, aiul tlu' Mar-

quis, ulin-r clliirilcttT liail Wnll lllf IV.-llCct (if tllC wlloll'

connti-v. (l.ciil.'.l ilwit lir and lii- .i.-hT <>.i-:lit m n-nirn K. lli»'

ciii-llf ami inipi'n\c ilir |inii.ci-iy wliicli Maifv (ii...,ncl— fnr

!)(' «as now a iiotarv^ had (Mmiii\r(l to -avc for tlicni ciil (.1

the wreck. .\\a>'. ua- iioi ilio pluiulcrcd iiiid di-niaiilLd

cii-tli' all loo \aM for a lord (d' lln' manor ^horn of all In-

;iiuiriit I'iulit-: loo lar.uv for the landounrr wiiosc wood- hail

iM'cn sold pi. (rill. 'mI. until h.' conld >.ar.r draw nine lliousaud

frailer of income from ih.' |iiikin^'.- .d' his .)l.l .-talcs.-'

It was in ill.' month .d' O. loh.r IHM) that Chcsncl liroiiu'ht

the Maninis hack to ih" old feudal ca-ll.\ and saw with di.'ji

.inoti..n. alinoM h.'vond .onirol. hi- painm slandin,-; in tlv

iiiid-t of the .mi'tv ..mrivanl. ira/in,:,' rmin.! up.. 11 th.' nwrnt.

now fille.l up u'ilh ruhhi-h. and th.' castle towers razed to

th.' I.'V.'I .d" the r.iol'. 'I'hc d.MriidanI of til.' Kranks lo.ikrd

for th.' mi-sill- Coihi.' tiirr.'ts and th.' pi.'ture-.pu" weath.>r

van.'S whi.h u-cd lo ri-.' ahoN.. ili.iii; and his eyes turn.'d t'i

the sky. a> if a-kiiiL;- .d' h.av.'n the r.'a>.m ..f this social uji-

licavai N.> ..11.' hut Ch.-n. 1 .-ould niid.'r-tan.l the profeuii.l

an^Mli^h .d" th.' .ureal .ri-'.-uri-imn. now kn.nvn as Citi/m

('ami. Vov a Imi.- uliiie ih.' Manpii- >tood in sil.-nce. drink-

ing' in tlie inlliicn.'.'> .d' the pin.-.'. Ilic an.-i.-nt home .d" In-

forefathers, with the air that he hn-athcd: then he llun,<: cut

11 most nielan.-h.dy ('x.-lamalioii.

"Chesnel." lie sai.I. "w.- will .- hack a;;ain sonic .kiy

when th.' trouhles are oN.r; i ...uhi not l.rin.i.' myself t.i live

here until the edict of paciil.-al i.ni ha- been puldisli.'d :
Ihnj

will n.tl adow nu' t.) set niv -.-ui.-h.-on .ui th.- wall. '

lie wav.-.1 his hanil towar.l th.' .-a>lle. ni.uinl.'d liis hor.'^C'.

jiud rode ha.-k Itesid.' his sister. « ho had driven over in the

notary's siiahln- haskct-fliaise.

The lI.Mel (ri-:-i:ri<;non in the town had heon d.-moli-hcd:

ii couide of fa(-torics now stc.')d .m th..- Mte of the aristocrat >

liousc'. So Maitre Ch.'sn.'i -p. nt th.' Manjuis" last ha;: ei

louis on the pur.-ha-.' <d' the (d.ld'a-liioned huildin<; in th''

is.iuare. with its -zahlcs. weather-vane, turret, and (lovciX)tf.
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Ml.,.' it ll.nl liccll tllr cnlirtlimisi' of lllc li;iili\vick. ;inil sub-

jtn'sidliil : il hiul licldii^'til to the (rK>j,'ri;.nionsilrllllv ll

III -rllrratinll tn L^'IliTMlio'l : IIIhI III)\S, )ii<i(lcniliiiii II

himili'iMl iiiiii- ( (If. till' priMiil iiuiicr iiiiii Ir it over with

i!;i- iiilr ^ivcii liv till' N'lHion to it-; ri,i,'litfiil Idrd. Aiul so,

!m'!' ill i'-l, liiilf ill canirst, llu' old iinu.-c was cliristni/cl the

ll-i' 1 iri'N;:rijriioii.

Ill l>n(i littk (ir im (lilli<iillv was made nvcr cra-inir iiaiius

l"'. Ill till' fatal li>t, and sninc few riiiij^'n'-s Iwu-'aii to return.

Ami^'Iil: iIh' vcrv fir-t iinMcs to coini' liark to tln' old town were

i!:, r.iiron dc \ouastn' and his daiijihtcr. 'Plii'V were com-

i^:.!v ruined. M. d'I';suM-i;:n'iii <:eii(roiislv olTered them the

Iter > T his root : a nd in his lioii-i', two months later, the

>]] died, worn out with ''rn f. 'i'lie X oua-tres came of tlu

!„ ,! Mom] of the prov mee Mil e. <le Xoiia-tre was a <'irl of

tuM-,iiiil-! weiitv : the Marquis d"l-]sL:riL;non married her ti

(.i|i!iime Ins line

ijuis <i r,s:.M-iL;iion i

P)iit sho died in ( liildliirth. a victim 1o the

lai-Kilfulne.-s of her physician, leavintr. mo-t fortunately, a

r I lie d"l';si.rrij,Mions. The old ManpiisM'li !o hear the name i

! . was liiit fiftv-lliree. hut adviTsitv and -harp distres-; had

months to cverv year—the poor ol M
ill of the loveliest of human creatures, a nohle woman in

ir<]Uis .-aw tiK?

1)1.

\\i:..!ii ihe charm of tlie feminine liu'iires o f the sixteenth

n !lMl

ii"i;-.

rv lived ai:ain. a charm now lo-i save to men s imaLTinii

Willi her death the joy di eel out ot his ol( 1 a''e. It

ne of tli'i-e terrihle .-hock- which rc\'rl)erale llirouuh

meni of the years that follow. l'\ir a few moments
hands

mo
-loiii 1 beside the bed where bis wife lav. with her

d

!V. lll'i

1' lip

I' a saint, then he kis-ed her on the forehead, tiirnei

w out his watch, broke the mainsprin.tr. and Ininif

he-ide the hearth. ll was eleven o'clock in the

rp;|,rr

•Ml e. d I'.sirriLMion. he said, "let lis pray Cod that this

iiiav not prove fatal yet a<:ain to our hou-e. ^Vfy undo

rdered at tin- li'Mir: at Ibis hour also
li

' arrhbishop was .nu

II;'. l.lUier (iH'i

lie knelt down beside the lied and buried Ins f;,ce in the

ii^
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V

((ivi'i'l'l : hi- -i>liT fliil the miiih'. in iiiiolluf tiinrncnt tln'V

l„,tli n.sc lu tii''ir feet. Mllf. lilv-u'riu'iinii liiu>t iiitu

tear-: Imt thr oM M;in|uis liM.knl witii ijrv fvcs ui t!i.'

cliiiil, rouml liir n.orii. aini ai'.hu nii lii< dciui \\\h\

'I'll ilic >tulitinrimc,~s (if the I'raiik he uiiiUil ihi' I'lirtitiidc <il' u

Christian.

'I'hcx' thiii^zs ciuiif to jia-s in the -('((inil yi'ar nl' thi' niiw-

(cciilh ccnturv. Milr. (ri'l^^rriiriidn was tluii lucniy-.-rwii

years (if aL'c. Siic \\a> a licautifiil vciiiaii. An (A-cdMlractur

f.ir f(ira'_'<' Id the armies (if liic IiepuMie. a man of the (li>lnct,

with an incdme of six tiidusand li:ni( >. |ler^\la(i((l ('iie>ii(l t'l

carrv a |)r(i|id.-al df marria.Lre Id liie lady. The Manpii- arnl

his sister were alike indiLHiant with >ueh |)resnm|il i^n in th(ir

man <if hn>iness. and Clic-ncl \\a< alnid^t heartiirdKcn ; ln'

could not fdririve liim-elf for yieldin;: to the Sieur du

Cniisier's h!;indishment>. The Mar(|ui-" manner with hi- (.M

servant ehan^e(l somewhat: never a,uain was tliere (juite tlx'

old affect lonatc kindline--. wliicli mii.'-ht ahiid-t have l.trii

taken for friemMiiii. l-'nmi thai time I'drth the Mar(|ui> \\:\i

pratefnl. and hi- mamtanininn- and ^inlere irratitude van-

tinuailv wounded the [Mior nutar/.- feelin.us. Td seiiic

suhlinie i\aturcs gratitude .-(Mm- an e\e( — ive payment; they

woidd rathe- liave that -ueet e,|iuiliiv dl I'eeliiiL' which ,-|irin;rs

from similar way- of then-lit. and the hhiidin;: of two s|iirit>

hy th(>ir own choice and will. .\iid Maltre Chesnel hiid

known the delii,dits of -neh lii-h friend-hip: the Mar(|ui> \r.v\

rais(>(] him to his own level. 'I'lie old iiohle hoiked on the ;,'(Mid

notary as something: more than a -ervant. somethim: less than

ii child: he was the voluntary licjc man of the hdii-e. a

serf hound to hi- lord hy all t!ie tie- of alVeetion. There w,i-

rid halancinir df oMi.Lratidns : the <iii.-erc atrection on either

side put them out of the (pie-l hui.

In the eve- (d' ilie Manjui-. Chesners ollicial di.irnity \\:\-

as nothinL'': his old servitor was merely disjrnised as a notary.

As for ('he^nel. th.e Marc|uis was now. as always, a hoini: of :i

divine race; he h-lieveil in nchililv: he di'l not hlush to re-

inemher that hi- father liad thrown o]ien the doors of the

Kaiuu U) aiiiiuuiice liial ".\iy hora .liariiuis is .-crvcu. u.i~
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itlOIl to ihr filllrll ll<)uM' Uil- (lllr llnl -u miK h to In- (TCfil

I- Id C'LJUISI II ; lie Idukcd nil liiriiM'lf ;l- Mile (if thr raiiiili

•\;ltl<)l' Uil- llltfll- (>M- lli' IuhI \c|itlM' iI \n allllclr to

hi- llll t.ikc 111 .-|iil(' (if the Mai'<|ui>" |irii|iiliil imi. ami lln' uld

iihImi' answered •' cavelv— •( t'nre the tl'iplll lies Villi

«Miil(l liave Hut |»eriiiitte(| Mnir-elf Id eiiicriaiii -iieli itijiiriniis

• iiC|"i.itiniis. Wliat can tlieM' iiev diietniie.- he if thev liave

\hiilre Cliesnel hail ''ailieil the eolilideiice nf ih e wiioie

\'i\\ n ; 1

1

i|ile loiiked lip to him: hi- liii:ii inlcLrritv and eoll-

il'l.lhle rortlllle eontfillllled to make hilll a |ier-on of iiii-

|iiir!,llu e From that time forth he felt a \er\ iJeeKled

ith raneo

for tin Sieiir (III ('roi>ier: and tlioiiLrh there was
r in his comiio.-itioii. lie set others a^^ainst tlr

-'ill. Mill'' foraire-eoiitractor. I)ii Croisier. on tlie other hand,
"' 1 man t" iiear a ;:rnd<re and nurse a veii^xeaiiee for a
«.,!, nf years, lie hated Chesiiel and the d"l']-^M-iifnoM family
uilii II .-mothered, all-ah.-orhini: hate only to he found in a

("ii'itry town. His rehiilf had simiily ruined him with tlie

iii.iliriiiiis [iroviticials niiionf,' wlioni he had come to live, tliiiik-

11- lu rule over them. It was so real a disaster that he was
li'i l"!iL'- in I'etlin;,' the conse(|iiences of it. lie hetook him.self

in i!<-.|peration to a wealthy old maid, and met with a second
ntii ,d. 'Phiis failed the amiiitioiis .-chemes with whicli ho
iiii'l Mar

-IK

led. lie had lost his hope of a marriiiire with Mile.

Liriunon, which would have opened the l-'atihouri: Saint-
iiirinain of the province to him; and after the second re-

.i'limn. his credit fell away to such an extent that it was
i!ni'.M a- milch as he could do to keep liis position in the

'Mil ran k.

Ill tMi.">. M. (|e la RocJie-liiiyon. the oldest son of an ancient
-iiMilv which had previmislv intermarried wiih the d'Ks-
-"i-'Mon-. made |)ropo-als in form ttiroii;:h Maitre Chesnel
'•'I' Mile. Marie Armande Claire d"K^ifri<riinn. She declined
I" ' • nr the notary.

^'"U must have ,<ruess(>d hefore now that I am a mother,
'i' !; rhesnel." she said: she had just put her nephew, a fine
!i;il. Iiov of five, to hed.
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Til'' dill M.iniuis id-r aiiil wi'tit up In lii- sifter. !)iit jint

ri't\iriii'i| fniin tlic rnnllc : lie ki^-(•(| lur liainl rfvoruull}, aud

IIS lie -at (liiNMi a^xaiii, I'ntiinl wniil- 111 -iiy:

"My sister, vini jirc a (lI'lsL'tiL'iinii
"'

A (jiiivcr run thnm^li the rioldr ;:iri : tin' trar> -ludd m ik r

ovcs. M. (rKs^'ri^'iMUi, llic latlnT nf ilic |ir.-rnt Maii|iii-. \\\\\

iiiarrit'd a -t'(uii(l uiJV. ihr daujilitcr nl' a fariinT <>|' i,i\i.

cnnohlrd liv L(iui> .\l\'. It \va- a shockiiiL' nn .-tilli'inf w.

the ('\i'< uf Ins family. Iml I'nrlimatrly of iki iiii|Mii'laiic ,

since a (laii.ulitcr wa> the i>\\r diild nt' tlic marriaj.'e. Aniiamii'

knew this. Kind as lier linitlier liad always lieen. he lonki.l

tin her as a straii;;ir in hlmxl. And tlii< speeeh of hi.-' lunl

just reeii;,Miizi'd luT as one (if llie family.

Ami was noi lier answer the werlhy ci'nwn <if eleven years

of her niilile life? Her every aclinii .-inee >lie rann' of aL'c liml

borne the stamp of ihe |»\ire>t devutinu; love for Iwr hnitlirr

was i) sort of reli,:,non with her.

"1 .'ihall die .Mile. (ri']>;.'riL'iion."* she -aid -imply. luriiiii::

to the notary.

"For von there eotdd he no fairer title." returned ('Im-ihI.

meaniiij: to convey a compliment, i'uor Mile, iri-'.-^'ri^riinn

reddened.

"Von hav(^ hlnndered. riie-^nel."" said tln' Manpii-. tlaltiTiil

hy the steward's word-, luil vexed that hi- sister had Imn

hurt. "A (I'l'lsirriirnon nia\ marrv a Montmorenev; tln'ir

doscenl Is luit so jmre a- cmr-. The d"l'„-u'riLMions hear "f.

two hcuih. gules." he continued, "ami nothinir dnrin.i: r\\\v

hundred years has chan^'ed their ^eiiieheon : as it was at tir-t.

so it is to-dav. Henco our device, i'll csl iinstrr. taken at a

tournament in the reijin of Philip .Nuu'ustus. with the sup-

porters, a knipht in armor or on the ritdit. and a lion 'julei

on the left."

"T do not rememher that any woman I have ever met lin?

.struck my imairinaiion a- Mile. d"K.>L:rij;non did." said Kinil''

Biondet, to whuiii contemiiorary literature is indehled Ft

this history amonj,' other thin<4s. ••Truth to tell, I was ii
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Imiv. ii iiicrr (liild ill tlif tiiiir, ami |K'rIi;i|i- iii\ iiiciiiory-|ii( t-

llfi - iif llt'T nWr -nliirt lllllj,' nf |lii>ir \l\nl ( olor to il l)(iv';.

ii.iiur.il turn for llii' iii;ir\t|ini-'.

•If I wn-* ]<\;i\n\i: uiili (iiIkt i liiMrrti on tln' f^iriuli'. and
aiiH' to walk t KT'' Willi IhT lirji lirw \'li| iiriU'ii, till'

i;.'!il of luT in till' di-laiiii' tluillid iii'' wiili \it\ imirii tln'

if. 1 1 of j:al\ani-iii on a dead ImmK. t'lnld a- I \va-, I felt

IMo iiltIi new life had licm ''iviti ii

Ml!.'. Armando Iiad hair of ta«n\ i^old ; ilnri- wa- a drji

'no down on hi-r chcfk, with a .-ilvir atn iipoii it whicli

I loMd l<( raicli, pnttiiiLT mysolf so that I loidd mo tho .,iil-

I'lM - "f hor faro lit tip hy the dayliLrhl. and ftd tho fa-.ina-

ti.ii of tiiosc dfoainy miorald o\o-.. which >cnl a lla-li of iiro

t: r.'iiL'li im- wiicnivor they fell iipoii my face. I u-od to prc-

iriiij to roll on tho I'ra^s licforc lior in our uaino^, only to trv

hor litlio foct, and adtnifo t Hill on a rioMT VK'W.

whitom-- ^klor >kin. 111 r dojicati' t'oalurcs, tj 10

ly out linos (d' hop forohoad. tho ^^raio of hor slond'T
! ,'iiiT, look ino with a soii-o ol -nriiri^ whilo as vol I did not

that hor shape was ^'racofiil. nop hor hrows luMUtifiil,

ii'ir tho outlino of hor faoo a pi'rfocl oval. I

I' 'Inti prav at that a;:o, without to

iiiiiiirod as

oloarly undor-iamliiif^
\ur, ihoy pray. W hon my pion-inu' ;:a/.' allpaciod hop noti(

'A!;' !! -lio askod mo (in that musical voice of hers, wit! 1 nioro
voliiiiic in it. as it soomod to mo. than till othor voices). 'Wh it

.iri' \ou doin^r, 'itllo one r Why do voii look at mo?" -I used
1" lomo noarcr and wri^'irlo and hito my finu'cr-nails, and
r.'l'lcn and say. 'I <lo not know.' .\nd if sho ohanc<-d to

.-tr.'ko my hair with hor white hand, and a.-k me how old [

W.I-
1 would run away and call from a distanoo, "F']lovenI'

' luepy princess and fairy of my vision^, as I road tlio

.lr''r'.;« .Xif/hts, looked and walked like Mile, il'i;>irri;.mon

;

^iri'l afterwards, wlien my drawinu-ma-ier ^'ave me heads frryni

I'l :inli(pio to copy, I notiied that their hair was hraided like

M". irKs.irri<.'noirs. Si ill later, when the foolivl, fancier had
v.iii'-lied one hy one. Mile .\rmande rcmaine<l v.iLnielv in inv
f!'i!iory as a typo; that Mile, .\rmandc for whom mm made

%m
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way rrspoctfiilly, followiiifj the tnll I)ni\vn-rnl)c(I figure with

their eyes iiloiijr the Parade and out of ^ipjlit. Her ex-

quisitely graceful form, tlie nMiiideil curve-; sometimes revcnlcil

by a cliance gust of wind, and always visible to my eyes in

sj)ile of the am|ib' folds of stuif, revisited my young man's

dreams. Later yet. when 1 came to think seriously over err-

tain mysteries of human thouglit, it seenud to nu' that the

feeling of reverence was first inspired in mo by something

exjtressed in Mile. d'Hsgrignon's face and bearing. The won-

derful calm of her face, the suppressed jiassion in it. the

dignity of ln'r moveirients, the saintly life of duties fulfilled,

—all this touched and awed me. Children are more suscepti-

ble than people imagine to the subtle influences of ideas;

they never make game of real dignity; they feel the charm nf

real graciousness, and beauty attrac** them, for childhood it-

self is beaxitiful. and there are nivsterious ties between thinjrs

of the same nature.

".Mile. d"l']sgrignon was one of my religions. To this ilav

I can inner climb the staircase of some old manor-house hut

my foolish imagination must needs picture ]\f!le. Aniianrle

standing there, like the spirit of feudalism. I can never read

old chronicles but -he appears before my eyes in the shape of

.some famous woman of old times; she is Agnes Sorel, Marie

Touchet, (iabrielle; and I b'lul her ail the love that was Inst

in her heart, all the love that she never expressed. The

angel shape seen in g!im]is(>s through the haze of childish

fancies visits me now
dreams."

-ometimes across the mists of

Iff

Keep this portrait in mind; it is a faithful picture and

sketcli of character. Mile. d"KsgriLrniMi is one of the most in-

stnutive figures in this story; she affords an <'.\am;ile of tln'

mischief that may be done by the purest goodness for lack

of iiiIelligetu-(\

Two-thirfis of tite emigres returned io 1' ranee during fSOt

and 1805. anri almost every e\ile frruii the ^farrjuis d'E-gri-

gnon's province came back to the land of his fathers. There

i

i
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\v( I'l certainly ilcfcetioii-. ^Icii of uood birth inttn'd the

-.rvicr of N'a{K)lt'oii. jiiid wtiil into tlic army or licld places

,11 ilir linjx'rial ((uirt, and oliicrs made alliancrs with tlu'

iiji-i.irt familirs. All those who (•a>t in their lots with the

Iji.jiire ntriived their fortunes and recovered their estates,

liuiiiks to the Kiiiperor's nuinilicence : and these for the most

|iaii went to Paris and stayed theiv. Jiut some eight or nine

t,i!iiiiies sti.'l remained true to the pros(ril>eil noblesse and

!inal to the fallen monareliy. The La Koihe-tluyons,

\'iiia-tres, Verneuils, Casterans. Troisvilles, and the rest were

-.iiii> of them rich, some of ilicni poor: l>nt. money, niori; or

it--, .-lareely counted for anythini;' among them. They took

:iii an;i<piarian view of themselves; I'or tiiem tiie age and

jilt- rvation of the pedigree was the one all-important niat-

:
! ; precisely as, for an amateur, the weight of metal in a

colli i> a small matter in comparison with cii-an lettering, a

tl;iulcss stamp, and high anti<|uity. Uf tliese I'amilies, the

.\1 .iMuis d"Ksgrignon was the acknowledged head. His house

Iji.amc their (tikkIc. There llis Majesty, I'lmjuTor and
Kiii:^. was never anything but "M. de Bonaparte"; there '"liie

i\iii^' meant Louis X\TJ1., then at Mittau; there the De-

M.uimenl was still the I'roviiice, and the prefecture ihe in-

'i iiihuicv.

The .Marijuis was honored among them for his admirable

iniiavioi-, his loyalty as a noble, his niulaunled courage; even

a- ii' was resj)ected throughout tiie town for his nusfortunes,

hi- iortitude. his steadfast adherence to his political convic-

iiiiii-. The man so ailmirable in adversity was invested with

:il I lie majesty of ruined greatness. His chivalrous fair-

iiiiii'lcdness was so well known, that litigants many a time had
ii'Urrcd their disputes to him for urbitrati(ni. All gently

I'liil Imperalists and the authorities themselves showed as

iiiiuh indulgence for his prejudices as respect for his personal

tiiaracter; bul there was another ami a large section of the

!nw society which was destined to be known after the Kes-

''iiation as the Liberal party; and these, with du Croisier as

tiicii' unacknowledged head, laughed at an aristocratic oasis

'M
'
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which nol)()i!y iiiiizht inter without proof of irroproiicimlilc

ik'sc'iit. Their iiiiiiiiosity was all the iiiore hitter heeausf

honest eouiitrv siiuires and the hi>;her oilicial?. with a jjood

many worthy folk in tlie town, were of the ojjinion that all

the host society thereof was to he found in the Manjuis

d'Esgrignon's salon. The prefect himself, the Kmperor's

chamherlain. made overtures to the d'Ksgrignoiis, humbly

sending his wife (a (irandlieu) as amhassadress.

Wherefore, those exehided from the miniature provincial

Fauhourg Saint-Germain nicknamed the salon "The Collec-

tion of Antiquities," and called the ^laniuis himself ''M.

Carol." The receiver of taxe-;. for instance, addressed !ii>:

ajjplications to "M. Carol (ci-di rdiit des Crignons)," mali-

ciously adopting the ohsolete way of spelling.

"For my own part." said Kmile Blondet, "if I try to recall

my ehildliddd memories, I rcmemher that the nickname of 'Col-

lection of Antiquities' always made me laugh, in spite of

my resjH'ct—my lov( . 1 ouudil to say— for Mile. dT''sgrigiion.

The Hotel d'K<grigr!on stdoil at the angle of two of tli<'

hnsiest thoroughfares iti the town, and not five hundred paces

away from the market ])lace. Two of the drawing-room

windows looked u](on the street and two upon the square:

the room was like a glass cage, every one who came past could

look tl'.rough it from side to side. I was only a l)oy of twfhe

at the time, hut T thought, even then, that the salon was one

of those rare curiosities which seem, when you come to think

of them afterwards, to lit- just on the horderland hetweon

reality and dreams, so that you can scarcely tell to which

side they most hehmg.

"The room, the ancient Hall of .Audience, stood ahove a

row of cellars with graii'd air-hoh^, once the prison cells of

the old (uurt-hoii-c. now converted into a kitch(>n. I do nut

know that the m,iLniificent lofty chimney-piece of the I-oiivre,

with its marvelous carving, seemed more wonderful

to me than the vast open hearth of the salon d'lvsgrignon

when 1 saw it for the first time. It was covered like a
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inilcn with a network of tracery. Over it stood an equestrian
l-iirail of Henri FlI.. under whom the ancient duchy of ap-
p;inai.'e reverted to the crown: it was a f,'reat picture exeeiiied
ill low relief, and set in a carved and ((ilded frame. The eeil-

iii- -paces between tlie chestnut eross-heams in the fine old
r-n|- were decorated witii scroli-wori^ patterns; there wa> a
liiilr faded jrildiiij: still left along the angles. The walls

covered with Fleiiiisli tapestrv, six scenes from the
iiient of Solomon, framed in golden <rarlands, with satyrs

ill.
I
eiipids playing among the leaves. The parquet floor

lin.l i;een laid down by the present Marrpiis, and Chesne] had
f'irkcd up the furniture at sales of the wreckage of old cha-
t.iiiix between 1793 and nOo; so that there were Louis
'^iiaiorze consoles, tables, clock-cases, andirons, candle-sconces
aii.l tapestry-covered chairs, which marvelously completed a

room, large out of all proportion to the house.
illflv

Lu.kily. however, there was an equally lofty ante-chamber,
tii" ancient Salle des Pas Perdus of the presidial, which

' nniiiiiiic^..ed likewise with the magistrate's deliberating
I'lniiiier. used by the d'Ksgrignons as a dining-room.

"I'.eneatli the old paneling, amid the threadbare braveries
"f n bygone day, some eight or ten dowagers were drawn up
111 Mati' in a quavering line; some with palsied heads, others
'liirk and shriveled like mummies ; some erect and stiff, others
t" '.v,.,| and bent, but all of them tricked out in more or less
faiitastic costumes as far as possible removed from the fashion
"f I he day, with be-ribboned caps above their curled and
iHiu.lercd 'heads,' and old discolored lace. No painter how-
'"• T earnest, no caricature however wild, ever caught the
l:-;n!ing fascination of tliose aged women ; they come back to
'II- in dreams; their puckered faces shape themselves in
!": ni.inory whenever I meet an old woman who puts me in
'I'^.l f,f them by some faint resemblance of dress or feature.
Aii.l whether it is that misfortune has initiated me into the
?'crit.- of irremediable and overwhelming disaster; whether
'ji.i' i liave come to understand the whole range of human
I'wliiigs, and, best of all, the thoughts of Old Age and Regret;

1
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whatever I he reasdii. nowhere and never ajrain liave T seen

aiMDii^f ihe livinir <ir in the l'aee> of the dvin^ the wan look of

certain izrav eyes that I renieniher, nor the dreadful hrJL'ht-

ness of others that were blaek.

"Neither Holl'tiiann nor Matiirin. the two woird(>st iina<:ma-

tions of onr time, ever gav<' nie sueh a thrill of terror a- I

used to feel when I watehed the automaton movement- of

those bodies slieatheil in whalebone. Tho paint on acior^'

fares never caused me a shock; I could see below it the roui:t'

in grain, the nnigr <le naismnce. to quote a comrade at least

as malicious as I can be. Years had leveled those women's

faces, and at the same time furrowed them with wrinkles, till

they looked like the heads on wooden nutcrackers carved in

Germany. Peejtinj: in throuirh the windov.-panes. T ga/.cd ut

the liattered bodies, and ill-joiiiti'd limbs (how they >ri'

fastened together, and. iiuleed. their whole anatomy wns a

mystery 1 n-'ver attempted to explain) : I saw the lantern jaws,

the protuberant bones, the abnormal development of the hips:

and the Tuovements of these figures as they came and wont

seemed to me no whit less e.'ctraordinary th;in their sepulclinil

immobility as they sat roun<l the card-tables.

"The mill looked gray and faded like the ancient tapestries

on the wall, in dress they were much more like the men of

the day. but even they were not altogether convincingly alive.

Their white hair, tiieir withered waxen-hucd faces, their de-

vastated foreheads and ])ale eyes, revealed their kinship to

the women, and neutralized any effects of reality borrowed

from their costume.

"The very certainty of finding all these folk seated at or

among the tai)les every day at the same hours invested them at

length in my eyes with a sort of spectacular interest as it

were; there was something theatrical, something unearthly

about them.

"Whenever, in after times. T have gone through musenm^

of old furniture in Paris. London. Munich, or Vienna, with

the gray-headed custodian who show^ vou the splendors of

time past. T have peopled tlii' rooms with figures from the

M^Sf
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('(liloction of Aiiti(|uiti(s. Often, iis liltic -dinolhovy! of

ndit or tell \vt' used to projiosc to <t(> :niil lake a look iit

li;.- (uriosilifH in tlii'ir <rlass ciitrt'. for tlic fun of tlio tiling.

I'.iii as soon as I cau^'lit siirlit of Mile. Arniandc's sweet faee,

I u-c'l to treniljle; and there was a trace of jraloii^v in niv ad-

iiiiiiiiinn for the lovely child X'ieturnieii, who iiehinp'd. as we
ail iii-liiictively felt, to a different and lii^lier order of Iteiiii,'

fpMii our own. It struck me as sometliinir inde-;erilial)ly

.«i!i.ii:.'e that the youn;.' fresh creature should i)e there in tliat

(cini icry awakened before the time. We could not have e.\-

[liaiiicd our thoufrhts to ourselves, yet we felt that we were

i(oiiri.'cois and iiisignillcant iu the presence of that jiroud

court."

disasters of 1S1.3 and 1S14, whicli hrouirlit abont the

.nf III of XapolIcon, <jrave new life to the Collect ion (> f .\nt 1(1-

iiiti md what was more than life, the 1 lOI )f

(, i\i

pe ot recovering

!• past importance; but the excuts of 1815, the troui)Ies of

foreiirn occupation, and the vacillating policy of the

rnment until the fall of M. Decazes, all contributed to

(!'!".?• the fulfilment of the exj)ectations of the personal's so

viviiliy described by l>londet. This story, there Cpre, only be-

<;\u~ In shape itself in \H-i2.

Ii! \H-2'i the ]\rar(|uis d'Ksgrignon's fortunes had not im-
VT>^

Uu

in -pi te of tile cl laii'.res wfii'ki d l>v the Rest oration in

mdition of emigres. Of all nol)les hardly hit by Revo'u-

!v legislation, his case was the hardest. Like other

fi Mllllle: the d"Esgrignons before ITS'.) derive( 1 th(

trn III r part of their income from their rights as ]nri]< of the

ir in the shape of dues paid by those who held of tl

naturally, the old ^p.i'fjueiir.'i had reduced the size o

in oreler to swe

-rinU Fa niilies in

11 tl

this

le amounts i)ai(l in ; It -rent

lem

f th(

and

posit inn were 10pe 'ssl V rumed
were not affected 1)V the nrdiuance bv Wtllcll Loui-

.WIII.

th

put the emigres into possession of such of their l.-uids

d not b(>en sold : and at a later date it was !m]ios^ible

u the law of indemnity should indemnify them. Their sup-

II

', I ii
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pr('-~((1 ri;zlits, iis ovoryliody knows, were revived in the shap
of II. hmd tax known iiy tlif vcrv iiiinii' of ilDinaiiirs, but thi'

nuiiii'V went into tlic colTrrs of tlic Statf.

The Manjuis In- his |)o>iti()n liclonircd to that small section

of the Royalist party wliiili would hear of no kind of coin-

]ir"iiii-(' w ill) thii.-c whom tiicy styled, not Revolutionaries, imt

refilled suhjects, or, in more parliamentary laniruajrp. thrv

had no dealiiiirs with Lilierals or Coiistitutionnels. Such

Koxalisis. nicknamed ('llnt-< \>y the o|iposition. took for

leaders and heroes those courajxeous oiators of the Hifilit. who

from the very he^'inninir attempted, with .M. de l*oli>,niac. to

protest a,t:aiii~t the charter jxranted hy Louis XVIII. This

tliov regarded as an ill-advised edict extorted from tho Crown

hy tho necessity of the momen,. oidy to he annulled later on.

And. therefore, so far from co-o|)eratinjr with the Kini; to

briiiu' ahout a new condition of thinj:s, the Marquis d'lvsijri-

fjiion stood aloof, an uj)holder of the straitot sect of tho

HiLrht in ])olitics. until such time as his vast fortune should

l)e restori'd to liiin. Xor did he so much as admit the thoutrht

of the indemnity which tilled the minds of the Villule minis-

try, and formed a part of a desiirn of strenptheninjr the

Crown hy pitttinfr an end to those fatal distinctions of owner-

ship which still lintrered on in spite of leijislation.

The miracles of the Restoration of 1814. the still L^roater

miracle of Xapoleon's return in ISl."). the portents of a

second tliLdit of the I'ourhons. and a second reinstatement

(that nlmo-it fahulous jihase of contemporary history), all

these thiu'js took the Mari|uis hy surprise at the a<rc of sixty-

seven. At that time of life, the most hiixh-spinted men of

their aire were not <o much vampiished as worn

out in the strui:;.de with the I?(n()lution: their activity.

in their remote provinc-ial retreats, had turned into a

[lassionately held and immovaMe conviction; and al-

most all of them were shut in hy the enervatintr, easv round

of dailv life in the country. Could worse luck hefall a

political jiariy than this— to he rej)ie-(>nted by old men .it a

time when its ideas are already stigmatized as old-fashioned?
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n tln^ Ic.iriliinato Povoroiirn appeared to bo firmly soatcd

11

on tin' ilinmo a^^ain in ISIS, tlio .Mjirijiiis a-^kr.l himsrlf wliat
a v.v.m of seventy should do at eonrt : and wliat duties, what
;;o he eonid disehar<re lli-ivy Th- nolile and hi-li-niinded
^|>:ii-ii"ii wa-; fain to lie eontent wiih the triumph of tiie
'! iii:iivhy and Heli.i:ioii, while he waited for the re^tiJts of

.i! iinhoppil-for, indeci>ive victory, whu-ii proved to 1.^' siin-
.111 armistice, ile continued as hid'ore. lord-|iaramount

;' iiis salon, so felicitously named the Collection of
-\:ini|uitios.

Iliil when the victors of ITO:! became thi' van<|uished in
:

;• turn, the nickname <riven at first in jest he;:an to be used
:m l.iihT earnest. The town was no more fnv than other

!:in- towns from (he hatreds and jealousies bred of party
-wiii. I)u Troisier, contrary to all expectation, married the
•

1
"!d maid who had refused him at first; carrvin- her off

:-"!ii iii- rival, the darlini: of the aristocratic (jiiarter. a eer-
:::!! <'hcvalier whose illustrious name will be sulliciently hid-
:!! I'V sui)pressinir it alto<rether. in accordance with the
-i-" formerly adopted in the place itself, where h(> was
:'''vn by his title only. He was "'the Chevalier" in the
'

''•'•.'1. :is the Comte dWrtois was "Monsieur"" at court. Now,
-|'' "iilv had that marriaire produced a war after the pro-
viii. ;;,! manner, in which all weapons are fair: it had hastened
;:! separation of the ixreat and little noblesse, of the arisro-
rati.- and bouriroois social elements, which had ixvn united

' !•
.1 little space by the heavy wei<.'ht of Xapolconic rule.

AfM- the pressure was removed. ther(> followed that sudden
'"'al of class di\isions which did so much harm to the
'"i;h!ry.

T'.'' most national of all sentiments in France is vanitv.
i'" "oimded vanity of the mnnv induced a thirst for
lv:i!.il:tv

: thouirh. as the most ardent innovator will some dav
• - '. T. Ivpiality is an imf)ossibilitv. 'I"lie I.'ovali^fs pricki'd

'
' l.il'crals in the most sensitive spots, and this happened

-> iMlly in the proviiices, where either partv accused the
ulii.r of unspeakable atrocities. In those days the blackest
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(liril- UiTi' dulli' ill |t(ilitir-. to -rcliri' |Mll>lir d] illioTI on Mli>

fiidc or allot hn-. to ciilrli tin' votrs of that ]iiil)li(; of I'ikiL-

wiiiili liold.- up han.U !'or llio-r lliat aiv clcwr i'iioii<;h {o

serve out wcanoiis to tlieiii. I mlix iiluals are i(lentitif(l with

tlleir politira! o|iiliioii>. and oliliolieilts in |iulilie life lorl!;-

witli beeoiiie |iri\ate enemies. It is \ery dilUcult in a

coiintrv town t<( a\oid a nian-to-iiiaii contlict of this kin.l

over interests or .[uestions which in Pari- appear in a inw

^^•ncral and theoretical form, with tlic result that ]M>liti(il

conihiitants also ; i-e to a liiirlier level; M. I^allitte. for c\-

ani])le, or M. Casiinir-lVrier can n-jiect M. dc N'ilhMe or M.

<le I'evronnet as a man. M. I-allitte, who drew the tire on llir

>[ini>trv, would have iriveii them an a-\!uni in his \\i^\\<o if

they had llrd ihitlier (Ui the -JIMli of .July lt<;^n. lieiijiniiin

Constant sent a copy of his work on Ifelijrion to the X'icoiiiti'

dc Chateauhriand. with a llattiTin.Lr letter acknowled;:-

inj: benefits received from the former Mini-ler. At I'arij

men are svstenis. wiiereas in the ]iroviiices systems are idt'ti-

lifled with men: men. moreover, with restless passions, wlio

must alwav- (•(.iifronl one another. alw;iys <py xipon each otluT

in private life, and pull their o'pponents' sj)eeches to ])ii'co«,

and live p'ncrally like two duelists on the watch for a diancf

to thrust six inches of steel hetween an anta.ironist's ribs.

Kach must do his hest to L'et under hi- enemy's puard. ami a

))olitical hatred l)ccomes as all-ahsorhinir as a duel to the death.

Kpijrram and slander are u,-cd a,s:ainst individuals to

brin<i the jtarty into discredit.

In such warfare as this, waited ceremonionsly and withnut

rancor on the sid(^ of the Antiipiitii's, while du C'roi-ier";

faction went so far as to use the poi-oiied weapon- of savaso?

—in this warfare the advanta!.'es of wit and delicate ironv lav

on the side of the nohles. But it shoidd never be foru'etten

thai the wounds made hy the tonirne and the <'yes. hy dbe or

slidit. are the la-^t of all to heal. When the Chevalier tiirnoii

his back «m mi.xed society and entrenched himself on th-'

^Tons Saeer of the aristocrar'v. bis witticisms iheneeforwarJ

were directed at du Croi^ierV salon ; ho stirred up the tires of

miiji'-.or

f...
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«ar. nut kiniu iii^r l,o\v far tlic spirit ..f nwu^^o was to (ir^'c tlit-

rnal faction. Smw l)ut purists and lovai p'titlciiicn and wo-
rn, n Mirc oiw of anotiur cntcri'd tlic llnt.'I d"l';s^'ri),Mion

;

thr\ rninniitl.'d no indiscretions of any kind: tlifv Inuftlicir
I'i.i-. inifor false, ;.r.,.Kl <.r |,ad, nol.le ('.r trivial, init there wj-s
n-iiiin- to lan,!:li at in all this. If the Liherals meant to
i!:Mkr the nohles ridieiilons. tliov were ol.lii,'eil to fa.-leii on the
i'"iiii(iii aetions of (heir opponents; while the intermediate
p.iiiv. e.,|iiiio>ed of ollicials and others who paid court to tho
:

::;ii. r puwers. kept the nohles informed o( all that was done
,111'! -aid in tlu' Liheral eainp. and much of -t was aiiundantly
laii-hahle. I)u Croisier's ailheivnts smarted tinder a sense of
niMJority. whidi increased their thirst for reven^'e.

in is-.'V. dii Croisi.T [)ut him>elf at the head ot'^the inanu-
faitiirini: inlerot of the province, as tho Manpiis irKs^rri-
.'11

.11 headed the nohlose. Kach represented his party. Hut
'!'i frnisier, instead of -ivin^^ himself out franklv for a man
"( \\u- e.xtreme Left, ostensihly adopt(>d the opinions
f.iriinilated at a later day hy the V'V'l dei.nities.

Hv takinii- up this po~ition. he eould keep in touch with
;ii' nuiv'istrates and local ollicials and the capitalists of tho
i'i'.iniiient. Du Croisier's salon, a j)ower at least eciual to
111- >alon (rKsnfri<:non. lar;:er niimericallv. as well as
vniin-er and more eneri,'etic. mad- itself felt all over the
ii'iintiy-ide: the Collection of Anti(|uities. on tho other hand,
Miiamed inert, a passive appenda,<:o. as it were, of a ei'ntral
auihnrity which wa> often emharrassed hy it-; own parti.<ans;
f'T nor merely did thoy oncourap' the (iovernment in a mis-
iiii :<ri policy, hut some of its most fatal hhinders were made in

'I i-"l"'''»'i* of the pressure hrou<rht to hear upon it hv the
' "1'!-' rvative party.

'I hr F.iherals. so far. had never contrived to carry their ean-
•ii'iit-. The departir.ent declined to <,hey their command.
'i''""n.r that ilu Croisier. if elected, would take his place on
'''" Left Centre henches. and as far a^ po^MJ,!,. fo ihc r.eft.

!"; 'n.i.icr was in correspondence with the P>rothcrs Kelicr.
*'"t bankers, the oldest of whom shone coiisj)icuous among

H
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"the nincticti deputies of the Left." tliat phaliinx iiiaJe

fiunoiis i)v llie elTorts of the entire iJhenil pre--. This same
M. KeHcr, iiHireover, was rehileii l)y iiiarriii,i,'e to tlie ('(Hiite

do (iondreville. a Coiistitutidiial pt er whn reiuaiiicd in favor

with liOiiis XVIII. For tlie>e reasons, the Constitnlionai Op-

jiosiiiiiu (as distinct fnuii the MI.eral party) \va- al\v,iys |)n'-

pared to vole at the la-t innment, not for the candidate whom
tliey pnd'esr-ed to support. l>nl for dii Croisier, if that wortliv

couhl succeed in piiniii!.' a sullicieiit nuinher of I{oyaH>t

votes; hut at every election (hi Croisier was reiridariy thrown

out hy the Hoyalists. Tlie leaders of tliat party, taking their

t( e from the .Maniiiis d"i!-LrriLni<in. had pretty thormi<.dily

faiiioined and ^MU;;ed tiieir man; ainl with each defeat, d'.i

('roi>ier and hi> party wa.xed more l>itler. Xoihinj,' so t'fToet-

ually >tirs uj) strife as the failun of some .-nare set witli

elahorate pain>.

In IS'J'i there seemed to ho a hdl in hostilities which had

been kept up with -reat spirit during; the first four years of

tlie ii'e-toraiion. The salon du Croisier and the salon

d'Ks/^'riuMion, havin.Lr measured their >tremrth and weakness,

wore in all prohahility waitint: for opportunity, that Provi-

dence of party strife. Ordinary persons were content with

the surface (piiei wlii(h dc<-eived the (Jovernnicnt ; hut tlio-o

wlio knew du Croisier hotter, were well aware that the passion

of revenj;e in him, as in all men whose whole life con-ists in

mental activity, is implacahle. especially when politica, ambi-

tions ar," involved, .\hout ihi- time du Croisier, who u.<ed

to turn white and red at the hare mention of d'Ks^rignon
or the ChevaliiT, and .-huddered at the name of the Colloetinn

of .\nti(piities, chose to wear the impassive conntonanoo of

a savage, lie smiled upon his enemies, hating them hut the

more deeply, watching them the mon' narrowlv from hour to

hour. One of hi- ou n jiarty. who -e(iinded him in these cal-

culation- of cold wrath, was the Pre-ideiit of the Trihunal.

M. du {{oncerel, a little couutry sipiire, who had vainly en-

deavored to gain admittance among the .\nti(piities.

The (rKsgrigiions" little fortune, carefully administered by
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M.irr,. riusncl. was Imroly sul]i..i..Mt I'-.r tli. nortlu A[,,rq,.is'n-'N: ..r thon.Wi h. liv..,l without th. s!i.h„M n,,..„tat onl-ai-l.;- l.koanoM,.. Tlu- ..ovrnnr f.nu„l hv Ins [..rd-'
.!'T llu' 15.S ho,, for tlu. hop,, of th,. ho„s... ,h. vounir (V.mt,.
\ Ht.trnu.n d Ksf:nj:non. ua< an ..Idorlv Oratoria., who must
;• I'^H.l a certain salary, althou;..h h. liv-.l w„h th. fatuilv

'I'i alK for M h. Man,uk a,,d a ..ouph. of oth.T smat.ts.
to.vth.T with tho daily rvp,.n>r> of thr houM.h..ld. and tho
|-.-i "f an oduration for which nothing was span.!, ahsorl.,.!
>1'" wliolo family inconu., in spit,, of Mllo. .\rM,an,l..-s
rr.uuuu.. m spite, of (•h,.sn..lV c-arvf,,! n,aMa,..H„.„t, and th.
- nants aircrtion. As yet. Ch-.-nH had not hr.n aide to s^t
.•'l-u, repairs at tho niin..d oastlo: h. was waitin,^ till tho
.a..s fell in o raiso tho ront of tho farms, for ivnts hadiyn risinjr la,,Iy. p.^tly on aooount of i„,p,.ovrd methods

a,r,n,I,„ro partly l,Mho fall in tho value of mono' o
;''"'' <''^' ''i";"<"-'l would ^vt the henofit at tlu. expiration ..f
i'.i-i's granted in ISO't.

'

I'll'' Manpiis himself know notiiin- of the details of the
'nu,ap.m,.nt of tho house or of his proportv. He would
'i^'^ Loon thunderstruok if he had I.ee.i told of tl v,,.ssivo
l'"autions noodo<l "to n.akr. both ends of th." vear moot in
'-'Md.or to use tho housewifo-s sayin.^ and he u,,s so near;<nd of ,s lif.. that every om. shrank from oponn,;;;;:

'^'-. I ho Man, ins and his a.lherents helievr.l that a Houso
'" " Ineh no ono at Court or in the (iovernment pive a thou-dit'
' 1

1

"Use that was novr hoard of h,.voml the .rates of "tho
'"un. sav.. here and there in the same departm<.nt was abo-it'
to ivviyo Its anoiont -roatness. to shine forth in all it-^ .dorv
)> d r-.sgrijrnons' line should appear with ren..w..d lu^n. {„

"- l-rson of Violnrnion, just as the .lespoil,,! nobles ramo
"1"' tiieir own a,<rain. and tho handsome heir to a -^reat v<fiU'
"'"!'l Im" in a position lo -o to Court. ..ntor the Kind's ^'or-
^|'^ .nid marry (as other .I'Ksgrijrnons had done before him)
n Navarroins, a Cadi^nan. a dTTxellos, a Reauseant. a
i>lamont-Chauvry; a wife, in short, who should unite all

J'

ii

li!

hi-
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Hie (li.«tiiHlinii« nf liirlh ami It.'auty, wit and wealth, and
cliariictrr.

Tin- it!liiriali'< «lin ,;,iiir 1. 1 play ihi'ip ^raii f canN ..f

an cvfiiiii- llic Trni^villi , .^vdn.iuiKfd 'I'lvvillc). tin- I.a

K(i(lii-(iiiy.iii>, til,' Ca-tt'Tan- i [inttiniiticcd ( 'alenit. ; . ami tin'

Idle di' \'enieuil— had all -o Imiif lieeri ac.-ii<|.)ii.ed to loi.k

ii|) In i-ic Mar.|iii- a- a [n rvi,ti <d' nniiieii.e eoriv'.nieiiee, that
they eiieniira;:ed lijiii ill -mil n"!ii)n.i a-: these. Tliev Vvw
perfeetiv >ill(.re in their helief; and indeed, it would have
heeii well fciiiided if thty lould have wiped out the history ef

the last forty years. Hut il-e tnu-t hunorahle and undouhted
Maiietioii:- of r'i:hl, such as F.onis X\'!il. had tried to

sot on re((ird when he dated the Charter from the one-arid-

twontifth year of his reii:ii. ilv ,..\i<t when ratified hv ih.'

p'neral consent. The (rh'.s^rri^r,,,,,^ ,„,, ^,,1^. |.„.|^,,,i ti,p y,,^^

rudiments of the lan;:ua'_'i' of !.itier-day politics, to wit,

money, the ;.'reat modern n^li,f. .ir suHiciont rohahilitation
of nohility

; hut. in their case, too, "historical cnntinuity" was
laekiiiL'. and that is a kind of reimu ii which follrt qiiito as

much at Court as .m i he haiilclicld. in diplomatic circles a.s

in Parliament, with a hook, or in (onnection with an ad-
venture; It is, as it were, a sacred mnpnlln ])oured njion tlio

heads <d" each sii.cc--i\e ireneration. Whereas a nohle familv,
ina(ti\e and l'o|-niicn. i- very much in the ]iosition of a hard-
featured. povcrty->irickcii, :-iniple-miiidcd. and virtiiou.s maid,
tiusi- (pialilieations hcin^' the four cardinal point.s of mis-
fortune. The marna.Lfe of a dauLdiier of the 'I'roisvilles with
(Jeneral Montci -nci. so far from o|(enin^' the eves of the
Anti(piities. ver, nearly hrouirht ahout a rupture hetwoen
the Troisvilles and the salon (ri-;s.<:rii:non. the latter declaring
that t!i" Troisvilles were mi.\in,i: lhem>clves up with all sorts

of people.

There was one, and one only, amouL' all these f(dk who did
not share their illusions. .And that one. needles^ to say. was
Chesnel the notary. .-\ltliou;:li his devotion. sutTicientlv

provt'd already, was sitnply nnhounded for the -.Teat liou-c

now reduced to three person-; although he accepted all their
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Ml.a-. ,in.I (li..i,;rl,t tl,r,„ untlnutr I,.,s ,ha„ nV|,t l„. 1, „i ,,«,
-nurh common s.,,... !,. w„> ,„„ ^.,,,,1 , ,„,„ ,.,• ,,„.„„„, ,„
"""•" "'"" '"'"^ "" '"""""^ i" tl... .i..,,,,rt,nrnl. t- mi<. flu-
M.'M.l.n.n... of ,1,,. ,Mva, .I,.,,,... ,|„„ „..,•.. t;.k,nt: i.hi.v ,n

I""'''';;
";""'-'" "• •- I'ImhI ,o Ih,. .l.ir.n.nt ...,„!. ,io,w

i.n.n^lit abo.u hv n.ln-irial .|,.\,.lu,„n.Mt .n.l , I,.,-,, „„,„.
"": '' '""' "•"••'"•'' 'I'"' lf"NMluii..„ ,,;,.. ,),r„„„l, ,1...
^"l-nt I'Im-of i;..:!. uliH. m.n. un,n..„. ,„.,l.lul,|r..M u-.n-
unw. an.l Im.hI. IVII on tl... s.atr„M. ,n„| viVmr..- w,.,v won
"' [""•''•<1 I'^'ftlos w,tt, K.iro,,,.: ,„Hl nou lu- .„vv tho simc
i';'"- <|m,tlv a. uurk in mr,,'. niin.ls in tl,.- sl,a|.,> of i,l..,.M
»!m|I. san.imno.l tho i>.>m.s. Tlw m„I l,a,l !,.,., ..h.„rr,l ,1,..
-"Isown. an.l nou- ,,nn.. tl.r hnnv^t. To his tl,i^'.:.n.^ ,1...
'•^"1"""" l'i"| fcrnH.I ,!,.. nnn.l nf ,I„. vounpT ......Tation •

'• I'"'<'1"'<1 tl... har.l tan-, an,] kn.nv tlial althoir^h llu-tv wen"
-•nntl..s.s unheal...! wonn.ls, what l,a.| h.vn .l.u... ua. .lono
>'-' r.'.-a||. Th.. .|..a,h ..f ,-, kin-^ .,n th- MairnM. ,i,.. ,„-o-
|'-M.t...l a-onv of a <iuvru. th. ,|iv,-„,n of th.. n.,hl,.s- kan.li in
ii- >v..s w..r.. so nian.v hin^hn- .•nni ra.-ls ; an.l wl„iv >„ manv

'. 'Mr.! intorcsts w..r(. nnu|v..,i. it was not hk..lv thai thos'..
'nr,.rn(.d w.Mihl all.,w tli.ni in h. atta<.k..,i. ('h,.<n..I .aw
"•:irlv H.s fanati.al atiachm-iit i.. ,h,. .|-Ks-ri-n..ns was
»li"l.-lH;art,.,J, hut ,t wa. n..t hhn.I.an.l it wa<all th,. fainTfor
'iH- I 1,.. y.Min^r ,„„„|,v faith ii,at s....s h..av..n h-.i.! nn,.u an.l
^' Molds th.. nn-,.|s. is soinrlhni- far h.^lnw th. p.-w,.,- .,f ij,,.

;;' ""'"'^' "'"'
I "> ('"'" ""t to him. Til.. ..x-st..wani was

.-' th<- ol.l nK.nk: li.. wmihi ha\.. ^Mvm his life ,„ ,i,.f,,,„i ,,

i^iiriii-oatt.ii shrine.

H.. tric.l to ..vplain the "innovations" to liis .,1,1 uiistcr
n-in- a thousan.I ta.tful pr..,.autions ; ,son,..iim..s sp..akin-
.i-iinL'lv, ,s..m.-tinu.s ain-ctin- surpri<.. or sorrow ov.t thi. „r
Iti;".

:
hut h.. alwa,v> m..t the sain.' propl„.|i,. -mil,. .,n th.. Mar-

'i'"" lip-^ th.. sam.. fix,.,! ....nvhtion in th.' .Manpiis' min.i
''•" ^'"''*' '•'"'••^ "-o"!-' '^'> I'v lik.. .,th..r-. i-;v..nt- .-un-
"' 'lit.-.! m a \vay whh-h has ...,•; 1 at tout inn i,, ;,-,,t ^u,-h
• "l''"Hiampi..nsof f.,rlorn h..p.. t„ .-I,,,, ,„ ,|„,jr sup.TM •- ions
Wuat could Chesnol do when the old .Mar.juis .said with a

ii
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lordly costurf, 'Hiod swopt away R.-nnpartc with his armies
his now ^n-(>at va>siils, his crowned kin-s. and Ids vast con-
ceptions! (Jod will (1,. liver US from the rest." And Chesncl
hiin^' his head sadly, iind did not dare to answer, "It cannoi
be (iod's will to sw.v]) away FraTice." ^Ct hoth of ihem were
frrand li<.'ures; the one. standing' out a.Lrainst the torrent of
facts like an aticiiiu hlock of liclien-covered <:ranito, still up-
right in the (lepths of an Alpine g(.r<re: the other. 'watchin;,^
the course of the Hood to turn it to account. Then the
good <:ray-lieaded notary would o;n,a]) over the irreparable
havoc which the supcr.-tilions were sure to work in the miml.
the habits, and ideas of (he Coiute Victurnieii d'KsirnVnon.

Idolized by his father, idolized by his aunt, the unmfr heir
was a sj)oilt child in every scn^e of ih,. word; hut siill a'spoilt
child who justified paternal and niat(>rnal illusions.
Maternal, be it said, for Victurnien's aunt was truly a mother
to him: and yet. however careful and tender she niay be that
never bore a child, there is a s.unething la.kin<,^ in lier mother-
hood. A mother's s m<l siirht cannot i)e acipiired. An
aunt. l)ound to her nuislin.ir by ties ..f such a pure affection as
united -Allle. Arniande to \'icturnien. mav love as much as a
mother mij:ht: may be as careful, as kind, as tender, as in-
dul.ixent. but she lacks the mother's Instinctive knowlodtre
when and how lo ])<> .-severe: she has no sudden warnin.srs, none
of the uneasy pn'sentinients of the mother's heart; for a
mother, bound to her child from the be-inninsrs of life by all

the fil)rcs of her bein-r. still is conscious of the communica-
tion, still vibrates with the shock of , verv trouble, and thrills
with every joy in the child's life a^ if it wen- her own. If
Xaliire has made (d" woman. plivHcallv spcakiuir. a neutral
,i:round. it has not be, n forbbldm to h<'r. under certain condi-
tions, to idcniify licr>clf complrtely with her ot^sprin<,^ When
she has not mer.'lv irivcii life, but -ivm of her whole life, yen
behold tliat wondrrful. unexplained, and inexplicable thinir—
the lov.. of a woman for one of her children above the others.
The oiijeome of tiiis sforv is one more proof .)f a proven truth
—a m, Cher's place cannot be (ilh.l. A mother foresees

ill
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.].n.^.r Irnj, before a Mllo. Arnmn.l. can a.l.nit tho possibility
"I "• ;'^™ 'f tbe nuscl.iof is <]„„.. Tho one prevents the.^Mt... other remedies it. And besides, in the maiden's
n..l i.rlmod there is an el,.„„.nt of blind adoration, she can-
ii-t brinjr herself to seold a beaiit-fu] boy
A practieal knmvl,..l.e of llf., „„]' the experience of

l-n.-iness had auf,d,t tbe ohl notary a habit of distrustful
...ar-s,.drled observati.,n soniethin^ akin to tbe mother's in-
Minr But ( hesnel counte.l for so little in the hou^e (e<-
!- i^illy s.nee he had fallen into somethinir like dis-raee over
ti'-'t unhicky project of a marria^^e between a d'Ksc,ri-non
.'Hi a du Troisier), that he had n.ade up his ,nind to adl,ere
Mm.lly m uture to the fa.uily doctrines. He was a conn„on
..I,l„.r a.thful to his post, and ready to give his life; it was
n.vcr l.kely that they would take his advice, even in the
p.'it of the storm; unless chance should brinj^ him, like
th>' Kin- .s bedesman in The Antu/uanf, to the ed-e of the
N -i When the old baronet and his daughter were caught by the
M:u[i tide. -^

^

l>u Troisier caught a glimpse of bis revenge in the anom-
.i.'MN ,.du.„iu)n given to the lad. lie hoped, to quote the ex-
rr.--.,ve words of the author cpioted above, "to drown the lamb
'" it< mother's milk." TlnS was the liope which had pro-'M his taciturn resignation and brought that savage smile
wi ins lips.

"

The young Conite Victurnien was taught to believe in his
""n supremacy as soon as an idea could enter his head Ml
liH' ^Tcat nobles of the realm were his peers, his one superior
wn> the King, and the rest of mankind were his inferior^

J""i'l''
with whom he had nothing in common, towards whom"

I"; had no duties. They were d,-feated and conquered ene-
ni!'^. whom he need not take into account for a moment-
til' ir opinions could not affect a noble, and tliev all owed bim
r'-uvrt. Unluckily, with the rigorous logic oJF vouth, which
''.I'ls children and young people to proceed "to extremes
^^^-tlKT good or bad. \'icturnien pushed these conclusions to
t'Hir utmost consequences. His own external advantages,

fM

^
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moreover, confirmed him in Iiis |,eli,.fs. U^ iiad been extra-
ordiuarily beautiful a< a child; h,. iMcainc as accomplished a
youi)^' man as any father cniiM ui^h.

He was of averiiL'e heiirlit. hut \v..|i proporlioned. slender,
and almost delicaie-ldol^iii-. hut iniixiilar. lie had the
brilliant blue eyes of the (ri';s.::ri,i:noiis the tinelv-moulded
atjuiline nose, tlie periVet oval of th" fac,., the aui)urn hair,
the white skin, and the ,i:ra<'eful -ait of his family: he had'
their delicate extreniitirs their iMiiir l.iper fin<:ers with the
inward curve, and that peculiar di.-tinniou ,,f shapeliness of
the wrist and instej), that supple felicity of line, which is as
sure a sign of race in men as in horses.' .\droit and alert in
all bodily exercises, and an oxceilent shot, !io handled arms
like a St. Ceorge, he was a paladin on horsehack. In short,
ho gratified the pride which jiareiiis take in their children's
appearance; a pride founded, for that matter, on a just idea
of the enormous inllueiice exercised by physical Ix-au'ty. Tei-
sonal beauty has thi^ in common with noble hirthiit cannot bo
ac(iuired afterwards; it i^ everywhere recognized, and often is

more valued than either brains or money; beauty has only
to appear and triumph ; nobody a4;s more of beautv than that
it siiould simply exist.

Fate had endowed Victurnicm. over and above the priv;
leges of good looks and noble birth, with a high spirit, a won-
derful aptitude of comjirehen-ion, and a yood memory. His
education, therefore, had been complete.' He knew "a good
deal more than is usually known by young provincial nobles,
who develop into highly-distinguished sportsmen, owners of
land, and consumers of tol,a,eo; an. I are apt to treat art,
sciences, letters, p.ietry, or anylhin- otb'n>iv.']v above their in-
tellects, cavalierly enough. Such gift, of nature and educa-
tion surely woul.l one day realixe the .Manpiis .rKsirritmon .

ambitions: he already saw his son a Marshal (,f France if

Victurnien-s tastes were for ihe armv; an ambassador if

diplomacy held anv attraeiions for him: a cabinet minister if

that career seenii.l good in hi< eys; everv place in the <tate
belonged to Victurnien. .\nd. most irratifving thought of all

m-^
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v.orl.J l,y Ins nun ni.rits rvcn if 1,.. ha.l not Ixrn a ,1-Ks-

All thnm-li his I,;,,,pv ,.hil.ll„H„| an.l trol.lm voutl. Vic-
""•""'1 '"Hi n.v.T ni,i witJ! opposiiion lo his uish.K He
'=^"i '";'"

'!;'' '^"'- "' "'" 1">»"^«': "., ,.,u. curb,.,! th. little
l;'nnvs will: and nalurally he ^n-ew up insclcnt and au-
'l^i'i-us s,.ll,sh as a j.rnur. srif-uilK.d as th. most hi^h-spir-
n.d rardinal oi tlu- Mid.ll. A-.s.- ,i..|V,-t> „f ..h.raeter which
^>"} <"H' in.iTl.t fiuess from his .pialiii... es.,.nt,aliv those of
ttir ni>l)ic.

Tln> Chevalier was a man of the- pood old times when the
<•rA^ Mu^kotrers were the tnn.r „f ,!„. |«aris theativs. when
'iH.v .or>euh,pp,.d th.. wat.h and druhJK.d sonrrs of writs
^"Hl played a host of pace's prank., al whirl, Majostv m„s wont
n. >,n,h. so lonp a-: they were amiHinir. This eharmin- de-
"•'^'>- and hero of the nnlhs lia.l no small share m brinnn-
."""t the di>a.ters whi.h afleruar.ls bofcll. The amiable'old
L'Hiiloman, with nobody to understand him. was not a little
pM.i-rd to find a buddin- Faublas. who looked the part to
a-lnuraiion. and put him in mind of his own voun<r <lavs So
niakin- no allouane," for th<. ditrcrenee of tin' times he sowed
II- n.a.xims .d' a rour <.f the Kneydopa.die period broa.least in
t .- I.OV s nnn.l. H,- told wieked ane.'.lotes of the n'i-m of His
M,..„Mv Louis XV.

: he glorified tho manners and customs of
|!" .var 1

, 50 ; he told of the or-ies in prfifes mmSnns. the fol-
''- -t courtesans, the caj.ital tricks ph.vcd on creditor^ the
•"'nui.r.- ,n short, whi,!, furnished forth Danconrt's oome-
''- and Ueaumarchais- epicrnm,,. ^,,,1 „nfortunatelv the
'"Hiiption lurkin- beneath the utmost ])olish tricked' itself
"'i' m \ oltairean wit. if the Chevalier w.-nt rather too far at
">nrs. h,. alwavs added as a corrective that a man must alwavs
'"'i.iye himself like a ,i:entl(>man.

"I'

ail this .liscourse. Vietnrnien conipiehended just so
"I'lHi as tiattered his passions. From tin- fiisi he .aw'his old
!"Iht lau-hinp with the Chevalier. Th,. ,wo eld..rlv men
cuiMdered that the pride of a d-J^sLrrignon wa.s a sutficient

i

I
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^afopnard ::<::unM iimtliin- unin^littiri- : .•,> U,v a dislionorahlc
action, no on,, in the Imusc i.na^niicd that a d'Ks-ri-non could
1)0 guilty of It. lloNOi!, the groat principlo of Mnnaroliy, wa*
jdantc.l tirni like a b,'a((.n in tlip hoarts of , fanii'lv; it

lighlod up tiio loast action, it kindled tlic |,.ast tliouLdit' of a
d Hsgngnon. "A d'l^sgrignon ought not to poriuit himself
to do such and such a thing he hoars a name; which pled'v^
linn to make the future worthy of the past"—a nohle teachhi-
which should have been sutlicient in itself to keep alive tho
traditif.n of noi)lesse—had hecn, as it \ver(>. the Imrden of Vic-
turnien's cradle song. ]|c heard them from the ..Id Marqui.s.
from Mile. Armando, from t'hesnel. from the intimates of
the house. And so it came to pass that good and evil met.
and in equal forces, in the hoy's soul.

At the age of eigliteen, Victurnien went into society. He
noticed some slight discrepancies between the outer world of
ilu' town and the inner world of the Hotel d"Es<rri<rnon. '.it
he in no wise tried to seek the causes of them. Anil, ind.vd
the causes were to be found in Paris. He had vet to learn
that the men who spoke their minds out so boldly in eveninz
talk with his father, wc re extremelv careful of what they said
in the presence of the hostile persons with whom their "inter-
ests compell(.d them to mingle. His own father had won the
right of freedom of speech. Xobody dreamed of contradi.-ting
an old man of seventy, and besides, everv one was willimr to
ove-look fidelity to the old order of things in a man who had
been violently despoiled.

\icturnien was deceived by appearances, and his hehavior
set up the backs of the townspeople. In his impetuous wuv
he tried to carry matters with too high a hand over some diti
cuhies in the way of sport, which ended in formidable law-
uiits. husheil up by Chcsnel for monev paid down. N'oboilv
dared to tell the Mar-piis of these thin-s. You mav ju.hn. <,f

his astonishment if he had heard that his son had been prose-
cuted for shooting over his lan.ls. his d^nnains. his covers,
under the reign of a son of St. Louis ! People wer.. too much
afraid of the possible consequences to tell him about such
tnlies, Chesnel said.

ir;
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Tho ynun^ Count indn]...! in ...Iht ..s.ap.clos in tho town

<
!;-n.l su,noth,n,i:co„si,l.rablc. in portions lor forsal<..n ,lan,-

>. ,< s..d,„.,.,l luulcr unpnulcnt prcmis,s of marria-..: vcl other..MS .!„,v vv.To wl,i..I. ,.a„u> under an arlirle of (h.- Code as to
'!- •ibduenon of minors; an<l Imt for (•l,..sn..rs ti.uelv inter-ynnon. the neu- law would have heen allowed to iake its

I

'-Hal ..ourse and it is hard to say where the Count mi-^ht
I'ave ended. \ leturnien grew th.. holder for these vi,.ior'iesOUT hour^eois justice. He was so a.-.us.ouH.I ,0 he pulled out
o< -rapes, that he neu^ thought .ui,-,. b„r„re anv prank.
nrt. of law ,n h,s op.n.on, were h„.hea.s ,0 frighten people
i- ''-Hi no hold on Imu. Things wln.-h he Would havo
'"""' '"/""""''" Poople u,.re for hi„, „„|v pardonable
u.senj,>nts. ,s disposition to treat the new laws eavalierlv

"liil." ohe.vinp the n.a.xin.s of a Code for ar,<toerat. his he-
tavH.r and character, were all pon.lered. analvxe.l. and tested

I'.v ii !''\v adroit persons in dn Croisier's interests These folk
^.uyu-ted each oth.-r in the effort to „,ake the p,.„ph. believe
fi.'t Liberal slanders M-cre revelations, and that the Minis-
tj'nal^ policy at hottom meant a return to the old order of

What a hit of luck to find something hv wav of proof of
tlu.r assertions! President du Ronceret. and the public pros-
''•utor l,kew,s,^ lent themselves adinirablv. so far as was com-
P'-tible with their duty as magistrates, to'the desiim of letfin.'
"t! v.>" offender as easily as possible : indeed, thev went .1..|iher-
iiMv out of their way to do this, well pleased to raise a T,iberil
'•'•nnor a.srainst their overlarcre eonce-ions. And so while
-'mm? to serve the interests of the d-Ks-riirnons, thev stirred
lip ill feolinrr a.irainst them. The trea.h..roiN du Roneeret had
11 'n his mind to pose as incorruptil)le at the riirht moment
"V'T <ome serious ehar-e. with pulili.' opinion to hack him up

I !• voim.sr Count's worst tendencies, moreover, were insidi-
|"'-!v encourairod by two or thn.. voumr men who followed in

^ train, paid court to him. won his favor, and flattered and
oU'ved him, with a view to confirming his belief in a noble's

i
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siiprcniacy: iiiid nil this at a jiiii.' wlicn ,i nnl,lrV cno Himtipo
of |)rcscrvin^' liis power lav in usiiij,' it with the ulinost discn--
tioii for Iialf a (ciitiirv to coino.

Dii CroisicT 1io|mmI to rcduco tlic (I'l-ls-rri-rnon^ to tlio last

extremity of poverty
; he lioped to see their ea>tle demolished,

and their lands sold piecemeal hy auction, tliiouirh the follies
wliieh this liarei)rained hoy was pretty certain to eoimnit.
This was as far as he wmt : he did not think, with I'resideiii
du Honeerot, that Vieturnien was likely to irive justice another
kind of hold npon liim. lioth men found an' allv for their
sehenu's of reven-re in X^iclurnien's overueenim: vanity and
love of pleasure. TVesideiit dn IJonceret's son, a lad of sev-
ontoen, was admirahly fltte.l for the part of instiirator. Fh-
was one()f (he Count's companions, a new kind of spy in du
Croisier's pay; dn Croisier tau-ht him liis h'<>tm, set'him to
track down the noi.Ie aiul iicautiful hoy throiiLdi his hettor
(jnalities, and sardonically promj)ted him to eneonrajre his
victim in his worst faults. Kahien dn Ronceret was a sophis-
ticated youth, to whom such a mystification was attractive: he
had precisely the keen hrain and envious nature wjiicli finds
in such a pursuit as this the alworhin- amusement which a
man of an inirenious (urn lacks in (he provinces.

In throe years, hetween the a-es of eiKlK.rn and one-and-
twenty, \ icturni.'ii cost jioor Cliesnel nearlv ei<rhtv thousand
francs! .\nd this without th." knowledire of

'

Allle \r-
mando or the Marquis. More than half of the monov had
been spent in Iniyini: off lawsuits: the lad's extravagance had
sqnanden'd the rest. Of the Marquis- income of ten thousand
livres, five thousand were nece<sarv for the housekoepin.'-
two thousand mor.> represented .Mile. Arman.h.'s allowance
(parsimonions tliou-h she was) and the Afarquis' expenses.
The handsome youiiir heir-presumptive, tlfrefore. had not a
hundred louis to spend. .\nd what ^nrt of Cujxm^ can a man
make on two thousand livres ? Victurnien's tailor's hills alone
ahsorhed his whole allowam rie had !iis linen, his clothes.
ploves. and perfnrnerv from Paris. II,. wanted a .rood Kn-dish
saddle-horse, a tilhnry, and a socon 1 horse. M. du Croisier

i«M»^E^aisaHi?wK»aKS2?w3S5'^ww» • . .^<mii\'m>.cj,' sfffi'pr iijitsm-
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hv a hlbury an, a f lu.rourrl.hrod. Wa. tl,,. l.onr.r.-oisio to outou ho noblosso? Tln.n, the vo„n, ('o„„, n.usri.avea , a- 1.^ '1 Ks,'n.non livery. lie pri.l.d l,i,ns<.lf on s,.„i,l l"-Inon among youn,^ n.on in tho <oun an.l the d.ir.runvni-
'

'• .nterod that world .,f luxuries and fancies whieh ui ut
.'

.n. .ood looks and wi, so well. Clusnel paid for it al u-.lu-ut us,n^, l,ke andent parlianK-nts, tile nght of ^'^
'

.•i'!""l he spoke with an-elic kindness.
^

'•U hat a pity it is that so fjood a man s1,n,dd be so tire--»!•• \ leturnien would say to himself ovorv time that the'i"i.nT staunched some wound in his purse *

Miesnel had been l..ft a widower, and cl,ildlos.s; he hadt^ik™ h,s old master's son to till the void in his hearl It^^a- a pleasure to him to watch the lad drivin- un the Ili.di>nvct. perched aloft on the box-seat of the tilbu v wh p In"J- and a rose ,n his button-hole, handsome, we I turn S
<^>u I

. envied by every one.
I'ressing need wmild bring Vieturnien with uneasy eves andyaMng manner, but steady voice, to the modest housJ in the

.li';>, or the Due de VerneuiFs, or the prefecture, or tlie
--ver-generars, and tho Count had come to his providen e

•l.;;;.otary. lie had only to show himself to carrv /he dav
\oll. what ,s It, M le Comte? What has haj.pened?'' the'"an would ask, with a tremor in his voice

<;n great occasions \-icturnien would sit down, assume a
'
-.mc.holy. pensive expression, and subnut with little eo^

MH- ries of voice and gesture to be questioned. Then when
- had thoroughly roused the old mkn's fears (for ("hesnd
•>> heginning to fear how suc>h a course of extrava-^ance-I'J -d

,
he would own up to a peecadillo which a billCaousand francs would absolve. Chesnel possessed a private-no of ,,e twelve thousand livres, bul the fund u-as not

'V. en/ 1
?•

^''^.^^'-''>- "-"^''"'J f^^nes thus squandered
.,'u>ental his savings, accumulated for the dav when theManims should send his son to J'ans, or open negotiations for
^ w ealthy marriage.

12

oi

'\^:;: :3W?iraa-i^»<^rfa«^ •.."V-. /HO'- . -'W,^;
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Cliosncl was clcar-sii^'Iiti'd so loni,' as Victurnii'n was not

there before liirn. One by one lie lost the illusions which the

Marquis and his sister still fondly cherished. He saw that the

yoiin^' fellow could not be depended upon in the least, and
wished to see him married to some modest, sensible frirl of

good birth, wonderiiii; within himself how a youn>; man could

mean so well and do so ill, for he made promises one day only

to break them all on the next.

But there is never any good to be expected of young men
who confess their sins and npint, and straightway fall into

them again. A man <<( strong character only confesses his

faults to himself, and jiiini>Iu's himself for them; as for the

weak, tiiey dr')p back into tiie old ruts when they find that

the bank is too stecj) to eliml). The springs of pride which lie

in a great man's secret soul had been slackened in Victurnien.

With such guardians as he had, such conijiany as he kept,

such a life as he had led, he had suddenly become an enervated

voluptuary at that turning-point in his life when a man most

stands in need of the harsh discipline of misfortune and

poverty to bring out the strength that is in him, the pinch of

adversity which formed a I'rince Kugene, a Frederick II.. a

Xapoleon. Chesnel saw that Victurnien possessed that un-

controllable appetite for enjoyments which should be the pre-

rogative of men endowed with giant powers; the men who feel

the need of counterbalancing their gigantic labors by pleasures

which bring one-sided mortals to the pit.

At times the good man stood aghast; then, again, some
profound sally, some sign cf the lad's remarkable range of in-

tellect, would repssure him. lie would say, as the Marquis
said at the rumor of some escapade, "Boys will be boys."

Chesnel had spoken to the Chevalier, lamenting the young
lord's j)rop'a-itv for getting into dcl)t ; but the Chevalier

manipulated his ])inch of snuff, and listened with a smile of

amusement.

"My dear Chesnel, just explain to me what a national debt

is," he answered, "if France has debts, egad! why should

not Victurnien have debts? At tliis time and ai, all times

Si^ffiS-.A?'-/ .

' >lSA'^J"ie::S&3?^!^ffli6.CriSErJ??R'
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prairos havo dobts. every gentleman has d.-l.ts. Perhaps vou-ul,l rather that Vieturnic. should bring vou his savfn^s'-
i>o vou know what our great Richelieu (not the Cardinal aI.nful fellow hat put nobles to death, but the ManVhah d
.v;.u know what he dul once when his grandson the I>rin c'. dol.mon the last of the line, let bin. see that he had not spent
111- poeket-monov at the University''"

".Vo, M. le Chevalier."

"Oh, well; he flung the purse out of the window to a
.^-'i-r m the courtyard, and said to h,s grandson, -Then
lli'v do not teach vou to l,<. a prince here''*

-

Cluvnel bent his head an,] n>a.l.. no answer. But that ni-dit
;< 1.0 lay awake he thought that such doctrines as th..,. ;'re
f:,.a l.n times whon there «-as one law for evervbodv, and foro-
Finv the first beginnings of the ruin of the d'Esgrignons.

But for these explanations which depict one side of pro-vnu.nl life ,n the time of the Empire aid the Restoration It
,'>n!.l not be easy to understand the opening scvne of t'hJ-tory, an incident which took place in the great sdon onerv.ning towards the end of October l,s-.> The cardT.hi":-T. forsaken, the Collection of Antirp,ities-..lderlv nobles'

hnd settled their losses and winnings. The master of the housewns pacing up and down the room, while Mile, .\rmande was
rutting out the candh-s on the card-tables. He was not tak
mi: exercise alone, the Chevalier was with him, and the two
^vnvks of the eighteenth century were talking of Victurnien.
he fheval.er had undertaken to broach the subject with

till' .Marquis.

"Ves Marquis," he was saying, "your son is wasting his
ti"i" iind his youth: you ousrht to .end him to court "

•'I have always thought," sai.l the Marquis, "that if mvpmt ag(. prevents me from going to court-where, between
-•ir-lves. T do not know what I should do among all these
Ti'u people whom His Majesty receives, and all that is goincr
"H there-that if I could not go myself, I could at leaat send
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my son to present our liomn^'o to His Majcslv, Thf Kinp?
Buruly would do somdliiri'; for llic Count—jiiu- him a com-
pany, for in^tanc.', or a place in the liou^duld, a flianro. in
shorl. f..r the imy to win his spurs. My nncic the Archhishop
snfTon d a cruel niartynloin ; I have fou^rht for the cause with
out dr^erlin-,' the camp with those who thou^'ht it their duty
to follow the I'rinces. I h. '

1 that uhile the Kin<r was in
France, his n,.hl,.s should rally round him.—Ah! wvU, no on.'
given us a thought; a Henri l\'. would have written before
now to the d"Ks;:ri!.Mion>. 'C.m.' to me. my friends: wo have
won the d;iy!'-_.\t'ier all. we are something,' hotter than the
Troi.-villes. yet h.'ro are Iw.. Troisvilles nni<le peers of Franco;
and another. I hear, represents the nohles in the Chamber."'
(Ho took the upper electoral .•ollei,'e? for assonihlies of his
own order.) "Heally, they think no'moro of us than if wo did
not exist. I was waiting' for the I'rin.es to make their journev
througli this part of tho world : hut as the I'rinces do not come
to us, wo must go to tho rrinces."

"I am enchanted to learn that you think of introducing our
dear Victurnien into society." tho Chevalier put in adroitly.
"Ho ought not to bury his t;ilents in a hole like this town.
The best fortune that ho can look for here is to come across
some Xorman girl"' (mimicking tho accent), '^ountry-brod.
stupid, and rich. What could he make of her?—his wife'
Oh ! good Lord !"

"I sincerely hope that ho will defer his marriage until he
has obtained some great otiico or appointment under the
Crown," returned the gray-haired Mar((uis. ".Still, there are
serious dithcultios in the way."
And those were the only dilTiculties which the Marquis saw

at the outset of his son's career.

"My son, the Comte d'E.sgrignon. cannot make his appear-
ance at court like a tatterdemalion," lie continued after a
pause, marked by a sigh; "ho must he equipped. Alas! for
those two hundred years we have had no retainers. Ah'
Chevalier, this demolition from top to bottom always brin-s
Die back to the tlrst hammer stroke delivered by M.'do Mira-
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MMii 'i'Ir. ono t'-in,<r noclfu! n..\viidi

it the H-'VoIutioii has ]
• I ,i.-k V

oiii' that I (

oil wlK'tlicr voii .1

lys is riK.noy; that is all

II n see. Tho Kiii.' does
re

I'.'IU

a (icsfcndant ot' tlio \'al
im.ror of (Ja,,!

;
h. a.^ks wlu-tlxT you pay a thousan.l fra

III tdi/lcs whicli iioljl

Mild the Count to court withou

IS never used to |)ay. So I

ois (*r ii

nc8

'•"wn.-

eannot uell
I a matter of twenty thousand

••Ve^.- . ^..nted the Chevalier, "with tl>at trifling sum he
'"iil'l I

1 a hrave f](rure.

t'; =ii.' d. Would vou „.lu.ve i,. Chevalier, ever .inee the day

^

-n^(^lu^-I proposed tliat I shoul.l marry that miserable dii

^^'•Alj! that was truly un\vorthy. mademoiselle I" cried the

I npardonahle!" said the Manjuis.

^
^;;";

^i'"-'' •'"n n.y hroti,er has never broucrht himself to.lA anUhing whatsoever of Chesnel." contmu..! Mile Ar-
iiiaiide.

^

••' 'f yonr ol.l h.,usehold servant ? Why, Afarquis, vou would- < hesnel honor-an honor whi. h he w, aid gratefully re-
'^' niher tdl his latest breath."

'*it-iuiiy re

-Vo." said the Marquis, "the thing i- beneath one's dignity,
' -I'l'iiis to me. ° •"

-Therejs not much (,„estion of .lign.ty; it is a matter of
'i"-;ity. said the Clievalier. with the trace of a <hru-

-Never s.,Hl Lhe Marquis, riposting with a gesture which
•"•'-i the Chevaher to risk a great stn.ke to open his old

I rn-nd s eves.

••^ ery well," he said, -since you do not know it. I will tell-yny,o\i that Che.: I has let your son have something al-
ri:\.\\-. something like

" ^

^

-My son is incapable of aec.pting anything whatever from
-'-nei.^ the .Manpus broke ni, drawin - himself up as he

-"•^".
_
He might !iave come to ,/>« t.. ask v,,u for twentv-

li'." louis

•^nm,,i,i„. ,iK-e a hundred thousand livres," said the
•valier, finishin;' his sentenee.
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"Tlio Cntiilf (]'K-,i,'rii'ii()ii nwr-i 11 Iiiiiulrid tlKPii-and livrcs

to a Cli'-tM'II" ( rird the Man|uis, willi every .-i;;ii of dt't-p

pain. "Oh! if he uero not an only >on. he slunild sot out to-

niirht for Mexico with a caplain's eoniniission. A man may
he in deht lo ninney-lenih'rs, Ihey char-re a heavy interest, mid
you arc <|uit.s; that is ri^lit enoii^di ; hut Clirs'ncl' a man to

whom one is attache<l I

"

"^es, our adoral)le Victiirnien lias run tliroutrh a hundred
thousand livres, dear Manjuis,"' rcMiined the Chevalier, tlick-

in;; a trace of snufT from his waistioat; "it is not much, I

know. 1 my.Mlf at his ap Hut. after all. let u.s let old

memories be, Mar(|uis. The Count is livinjj in the provinces;
all thing's taken into consideration, it is not so much amiss.
Ho will not ^'0 far; tiic.<e irre'rulariti( s are common in men
who do ^'reat thiiiirs afterwards

"

"And ho is sleepin,:; upstairs, witliout a word of this to his

father," e.xclaimccl the .Manpiis.

"Sloopinf,' innocently as a child wiio has merely got five or

Bix little hour^reoises into trouble, and now must' have duch-
esses," returned the Chevalier.

"Why, ho deserves a lei Ire dr cachet!"

"They' have done away with h-tfrrs df rarhrf," said the
Chevalier. "Vou know wjiat a huhiiui) there was when thev
tried to institute a law for special ca.ses. We could not keep
the provost's courts, whicli M. de Bonaparte used to call com-
m issions ni ilita irrs.

'

'

"Well, well
: what are we to do if our boys are wild, or turn

out scapecrraces ? Is there no lockin;.^ theni up in these days r
asked the AIan|uis.

The Chevalier looked at the lieartiiroken father and lacked
eourajre to answer, "We shall be olpli-red to hrin^' them up
properly."

"And you have never said a word of this to me. Mile. d'Es-
pritrnon." added the Maniui^. turnini: -uddenlv round upon
Mile. Armande. He never addre-.'^ed her as Mile. d'Esjrrifrnon
o.xcept when he ua- vexed ; usually she was called "my sister."

"Why, monsieur, when a young man is full of life and
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spirit.a, nnd lends an i.Ilr lif,. ,„ a t..wn like this, what ."Iso
...n ynu cxpc.t :-•• H^k.,1 Mil,.. ,rK«KriA:non. SI,.. ,...1.1.1 not
liiiiltr-liind hor hrotht-r's aiijjt-r.

"I).l.ts
!
eh ! why. han;: it all !" „.l.i...l tho ('bcvalicr "He

pla.vs ranis, he has littl,- adv.ntiir..s. \w shoots.—all those
thing's arc lK)rril)ly •x[...nsiv.. jiowadavs."

•<'oiii<.." said th,. Maniuis. "it is tini,' to sen,! hini to tho
Ki!i_'. I will spend t,.-morr,iw iiiornin>r in writmir t,. .,ur
kinsmen.

'*

•i liavosomono(|iiaintane,. with th.' Duos do N'avarrein^ do
I.rnon..onrt, do .Manfri;,m,u>... and .],• Chaidieu," sai.l the
< l)-\alior, though h," knew, as he spoke, that he was pretty
ilioroufrhly forrrotton.

••.My dear Clu'valier. lli.-ro is no n<-<..l .,f such formalities to
pn^nt a d'Ks^rignon at <ourt,"' the Manpiis hroke in —" V
hundred thousand livr,-^.- he nnm. ,vd ; "this (•h,..nel makes
very fn.e. This is what eonios of these ae.iirsed troubles
M. ( hesnel protects my son. And n,)w I must ask him.
. . .

Xo. sister, you must undertake this husine.ss. Chesnol
dial! secure him-elf f,)r the wlmle amount hv a mort<raL'o on
our lan,]s. And just ;rivo this harel.raiiied hoy a <r"od scold-
ing'; ho will end by ruinin-r himself if he j:oos on like this."

'I'lio Ciiovalior and Mile. d'E<jj:rignon thou-:ht thos,' words
p'rfectly simple and natural, ah-urd as they would have
i^nnndod to any otl;or listener. So far from sivin^' anylhiuf.'
ridiculous in tho speech, they wore both very much touched
liv a look of somothini: like an.iruish in the old noble's face.
.^'•ni<' dark premonition soonied to \vei;:h upon ^^. iTKs-
frriirnon at that moment, some glimmorinfr of an insight into
the .hanged times. H,. wont to tho settee by tho fireside and
sat down, forgetting that Chosnol would be there before long:
il'at Chcsnel, of whom he cou" •

til

lot bring himself to ask anv-
ntr.

dust then the Marquis d Ksgrignon looked o.vaotly as
imi'f'ination with a touch of rom.in

anv
ICO could wish. Tie was

•i'mi.-t hald, but a fringe of silken, white locks, curled at the
tips, covered the back of his head. All the pride of race might

Si:

4.
•
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be seen in u nnhlo fon'Iioad, suoli as you may admire in a

Louis XV., a Hcauniarrhais, a ^larOc-lial dc IJicliclicu ; it was

not the sfpiarc. Ijroad lirow of tlio portraits of the Mareehal

de Saxe; nor yet tiie small liar' einle of Voltaire, coinimct

to overfiilnesss ; it was <xraei()usly niumled and finely moulded,

the tem])les were ivory tinted and soft ; and mettle and spirit,

unfjuenelied by aj:e, tlaslnd from the lirilliant eyes. The
Manpiis had the Conde nose and the lovaMe Hourhon mouth,
from which, as they used to say of the Comte dWrtois, onlv

witty and urhane words proeee(l. His cheeks, slo])in;r rauier

than foolishly rounded to the chin, were in keepinir with his

spare frame, thin lej^s, and plump hands. The stranixulation

cravat at Ids throat was of tlie kind which every manpiis wears

in all the portraits which adorn eighteenth century literature;

it is common alike to Saint-Preux and to Lovelace, to the

clepant Montesipiieu's heroes and to Diderot's homespun char-

acters (see the first editions of those writers' works).

The Manjuis always wore a white. .<:old-embroidered. hidi

waistcoat, with the red ritdmn of a commander of the Order of

St. Louis hlazinfr upon his breast: and a blue coat with wide

pkirts, and fleurs-dedys on the flaps, which were turned hack—
an odd costume which the Kin<r had adopteil. But the

Marquis could not brintr himself to tdve u|i tlie Frenchman's
knee-breeches nor yet the while silk stocking's or th.e buckles

at the knees. After six o*clo( k in th" evenin.u he appeared in

full dress.

lie read no newspapers but the QiinHilirniii' and the Gazriie

de Franrc, two journals accu.-ed l,v the fSm-titutional press

of obscurantist views and uiicoiinird '•monarchical and re-

ligious" enormities; while the >fan|iiis d'Hsgrignon, on the

other hand, fouivl heresies and rcvnlutionarv doctrines in

every issue. Xo matter to wl'nt exircmes the organs of this

or that opinion may go. the\ will ivver go quite far enough
to please the purists rm their own side: even as the portraver
of this magnificent personage is prettv certain to he accused

of exaggeration, whereas he has ilmie his best to soften down
some of the cruder tone> and dim tli" more startling tints of

the original.
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Tlio Marquis (]"I-;s;rr!,i:nnn rested liis ellmws on his knees and
leant liis liead on liis luinds. During his meditations Mile.
\:i:iaii(l.,' and tlie Chevalier looked at one another without
uilcring the thou<:hts in their minds. Was he pained hy the
(h.Movery that his icon's future must depend upon his sometime
liind steward? Was he douhtful of the reee])tion awaiting
ihr vounp Count ? Did he repret that he had made no prepara-

-11 for iaiinehin<r his heir into that hrilliant world of court?
r-'vcrty had kept him in the depths of his province; how
-imuld he have appeared at court? He sighed heavily as he
rai-i'd hi? head.

Tliat sigh, in those days, came from the real aristocracy
ii!l over France; from the loyal provincial noblesse, consigned
to neglect with most of tho.-e who had drawn sword and braved
IIh' ^torm for the cause.

••What have the Princes done for the du Guenics, or tho
rontaines, or the Bauvans, who never submitted?" he mut-
I' nd to hiuLself. "They fling miserable pensions to the men
\vlio fought most bravely, and give them a royal lieutenancy
in a fortress somewhere on the outskirts of the kingdom."

i-.'vidently the Marquis doubted the reigning dynasty. Mile.
'I'l-Hgrignon was trying to reassure her brother as to the pros-
!"< t- of the journey, when a step outside on the dry narrow
f'li'tway gave them notice of Chesnel's coming. In another
riinincnt Chesnel appeared; Josephin, the Count's gray-haired
valrt. admitted the notary without announcing him.'

••Chesnel, my boy " (Chesnel was a white-haired man
ff -^ixty-nine, with a square-jawed, venerable countenance;
li' wore knee-breeches, ample enough to fill several chapters
rif dissertation in the manner of Sterne, ribbed stockings,
shoes with silver clasps, an ecclesiastical-looking coat and a
liiirli waistcoat of scholastic cut.

'•Chesnel, my boy, it was very presumptuous of you to
i' 11(1 money to the Comte d'Esgrignon ! If I repaid you at
"rui. iind we never saw each other again, it would be no more
than you deserve for giving wings to his vices."

"•i'm. •

Jifi

«
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There uas a pau.o, a silence such as there falls at courtwhen the K,ng publicly reprimands a curtier The 1notary looked humble ami contrite.

^

"I am anxious about that boy, Chesnel," continued thoMarquis m a kindly tone; "I should like to send him o Pan
to serve Ills Majesty. Make arrangements with my sister fr

c^Lts— ''

"^'^'""""'"
'' --'—^-1 - will' settle :;:

The Marrjuis looked grave as he left the room with afriendly gesture of farewell to Che.nel

old' m^irlib^' '*-:,i^'""''"">
^" '"^^ ^"' gooJness," returned thoold man, \vho still remained standino-

Mile. Armande rose to go to the doo"; with her brother; .h.had rung i.e oell, old JosOphin was m readiness to ligh hismaster to his room. ^

"Take a seat, Chesnel," said the lady, as she returned, and
J.th wonianly tact she explained awav and softened theMarquis harshness. And yet beneath that harshness Che.nolsaw a great affection. The Manpiis' attachment for hisohl
servant was something of the same order as a manV affection
for his dog; he will fight any one who ki.ks the animal, th.

oZll I
"
ff'

"^ ^"' ''^^^^^'""^'
' -""^'f''i»K which, ,f not

exactly himself, represents him in that which is nearest anddearest—his sensibilities.

"It is quite time that M. le Comte should be sent away from
the town, mademoiselle," he said sententi.mslv.

\es, returned she. "Has he been indulging in somenew escapade?" ^ ^
"No, mademoiselle."

"Well, why do you hiamc him ?"

"I am not blaming him. mademoiselle. No. T am not

8avT;f "1"., ""• ?r ^'' ^'"'" ''''^'"'"^ him. I will even
8av that I shall never blame him, whatever he may do »

to^ir.-r "-rT- V'^
^''"'''"^- "^^^hing-if not quick

mo i ,1 r
' VTT^ '^'^'"" *" ^''"" '"^"<^ '•' -^leep-ridd. n

iTt h tin ;T .

• '" ""^'^ '"'^ ^"•"'^^ ""^ went.\vitl, ,H
little mind to sleep as to go and drown himself. The imp

;-Ui^«E--
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riiilosity kept the Clicvalicr wido awako, and with airy
finirtTs plucked away tlic cotton wool frmn his ears.

••\V.H. Chcsncl, is it something new:"" Mile. Armando be-
gan anxiously.

'•Vi-^. thinjr^ that cannot he told to M. le Marquis; he
uiMiM drop down in an apo{)l('ctic fit."

••SiM'ak out," siie said. With her beautiful head leant on
t!i. liack of her low chair, and her arms extended listlessly by
!iiT side, she looked as if she were waiting passively for her
fjcatiihlow.

'•Mademr selle, M. le Comte, with all his cleverness, is a
plaything in the hands of mean creatures, petty natures on
ih.' lookout for a crushin<r revenge. They want to ruin us
and lining us low! There is the Presiden't of the Tribunal^
M du Koncerot

; he has, as you know, a very great notion of
1:;. ,1,.scent "

"His grandfather was an attorney," interposed Mile. Ar-
inaiidt'.

"' know he was. And for that reason you have not received
liiiii

.
nor does he go to M. de Troisville's' nor to 'M. le Due de

V. rnruil's, nor to the Marquis de Casteran's ; but he is one of
t!h f.illars of du Troisier's salon. Your nephew may rub
>l!'ai:.l.Ts with young M. Fahien du Ronceret without conde-
.<..i!.liiig too far, for he must have companions of his own
a.v. Well and good. That young fellow is at the bottom of
al! M. le ComteV follies: he and two or three of the rest of
tli< rn belong to the other side, the s-'de of M. le Chevalier's
rv.'iuy. who does nothing but breathe threats of vengeance
a-Miii-t you and all the nobles together. Thev all hope to
rum w,ii through your nephew. The ringleader )f the con-
.-^I'iracy is this sycophant of a du Troisier, the pretended Roy-
a''-f. Du Troisier's wife, poor thing, knows nothing about
!t

:

v,,u know her, T should have heard of it before this if she
t :1 ' ars to hear evil. For some time these wild young fellows
"' r.' not in the secret, nor was anybody else; but the rin''-
'• il'Ts let something drop in jest, and then the fools got ?o
'

' -.v about it. an."! after the Tount's recent escapades they let
fa!

1 some words while they were drunk. And those words were

4'
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carried to mo liy others who are sorry to see sucli a fine, li,)n<l-

t^oiiie, n<)l)lr, clianninj: hid ruinin<r himself with jtlra^nn . So
far people t'eei sorry for him : before many days are ov( r ih.y
will— 1 am afraid to say what "

"They will despise him; gay it out, Chesnel !"'
Mile. Ar-

maiide cried piteously.

"Ah! How ean you keep tlie best people in the touii fmm
fiiidin^Miut faults in their nci^diliors? TIk'v do not kiu.w whai
to do with themselves from moriiin;,' to ni.^rlit. And so M. Ir

Comte's k)sses at ])lay arc all reckoned up. Thirty thousaml
francs have taken fli;:ht duriiij: these two months, and everv-
body wonders where he pets the money. If they mention "it

when I am present. I just call tliem to order. Ah ! hut— 'Do
you suppose' { I told them this mornin<r). 'do you suppose that
if the d'Ks<,'ri(rnon family have lost their manorial rights, that
therefore they have been robbed of their hoard of treasure?
The younj,' Count ha< a ri^ht to do as he plcase< ; and .so Imi^
as he does m^t owe you a half-jienny. you liave no right to sav
a word.'

"'

Mile. Armande held out her hand, ami tlic notary kissed it

respectfully.

"Good Chesnel! . . . I?ui. mv friend, how shall \vt>

find the money for this jnurn.y ' \'ieiiirnien must apjtear as

befits his rank at court."

"Oh! I have borrowed money <.n I.e .(an!, mademoiselle."
"What? You had nothini: left ! .\h, heaven! what can ut

do to reward you?"

"You ean take tlie hundred thousand francs which I Imld
at your dis])osal. You can understand that tlie loan was iie-

fzotiated in <onfidcnc<'. so that it mi.Ldit not refh'ct on you; for

it is known in the town that I am closely connected with the

d'Espri<rnon family."

Tears came into Mile. .\rmande's eyes. Chesnel saw them.
took a fold of tiio noble womanV dress in his hands, and
kissed it.

"Never min<l." he saiil. "a lad mu4 sow his wild oats. In

great salons in I'aris ids boyish jdcas will take a new turn.

'ii\~
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And. roally. though our old friends here are tlic worthiest
fnik ill !lif uurld, and no one could have nobler hearts than
tiicy. th.'v are not aniusin;,'. If M. lo Comte wants aniuse-
iiunt. he is oi)li^'ed to look below his rank, and he will end by
pMiiii: into low eoinpany."

N-M (lay the old traveling coach saw the light, and was sent
;- !"• put m repair. In a solemn interview after breakfast,
;'!•• ii'ip'' of th,. iiouse was duly informed of his father's inten-
' "> ivirardin- him— he was to go to court and ask to serve
11 - Majc.-ly. lie would have time during the journey to
' I' ' up his mind about his career. The navy or the army,

[Tivy council, an <'nd)assy, or the Hoyal Household,—au'
"p'li to a .ri':sgrignon, a d'Ksgrignon had onlv to choose.
King would certainly look favorablv upon the d'Es-

^'ri-iions bccaus.. they had asked nothing" of him, and had
.-111 the youngest reitresentative of their house to receive the
n-..-iiition of ^lajesty.

liiit young d'Ksgrignon, with all his wild pranks, had
^'u. .<(.d instinctively what society in Paris meant, and formed
i.!^ <.u n opinions of life. So when they talked of his leaving
fii.' country and the paternal roof, he listened with a grave
'nuiicnancc to his revered parent*.^ lecture, and refrained
fr<.n, giving him a good deal of information in reply. As,
f'T instance, that young men no longer went into the army
'.r the navy as they used to do ; that if a man had a mind to be
a -rcond lieutenant in a cavalry regiment without passing
tl.r.rugh a special training in the Ecoles, he must first serve
in the Pages

; that sons of the greatest houses went exactly like
"inmoners to Saint-Cyr and the Ecole polytechnique^ and
K'-k their chances of being beaten by base blood. If he had
'liMirhtcned his relatives on these points, funds might not
li'i-y ix'cn forthcoming for a stay in Paris; so he allowed his
^'.Mcr and Aunt Annande to believe that he would be pcr-
rn:i!cd a seat in the King's carriages, that he must support
!:- dignity at court as the d'Esgrigiinn of the time, and rub
^h'ulders with great lords of the realm.

'i grieved the Marquis thai he could send but one servant

.1

mi
ubJid
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with his son ; but he pave him his own old valft Josepliin, ;;

man who can be trusted to tal<e care of iiis young master, and
to watch faithfully over his interests. The poor father must
do without Josephin, and hope to replace him with a youni;

lad.

"Remember that you arc a Carol, my boy," he said; "re-

member that you come of an unalloyed descent, and that vour

scutcheon bears the motto Cil csl nostre; with such arms you

may hold your head high every wlicre, and aspire to <iuccn<.

Render grace to your father, as I to mine. We owe it to the

honor of our ancestors, kept stainless until now, that we can

look all men in the face, and need bend the knee to none save

a mistress, the King, and (lod. Tliis is the greatest of your

privileges."

Chesnel, good man, was breakfasting with the family, lie

took no part in coun.-iels based on heraldry, nor in the inditing

of letters addre«sed to divers mighty personages of the day;

but he had spent the night in writing to an old friend if his.

one of the oldest established notaries of Paris. Without thi;

letter it is not possible to understand Chesners real and as-

sumed fatherhood. It almost recalls Du'dalus' adflress to

Icarus: for where, save in old mythology, can you look for

comparisons worthy of this man of antique mould?

1!j

"My dear and estimaulk Sorrier.— I reniem])or with no

little pleasure that I made my first campaign in our honorablt?

profession under your fatluT. and tiiat you had a liking for

me, poor little clerk that I was. And now I appeal to old

memories of the days when we worked in the same othce, old

pleasant memories for our hearts, to ask you to do me the one

service that 1 have ever asked of you in tlie course of our lonir

lives, crossed as they have been by political catastrophes, to

which, perhaps. 1 owe it that I have tlie honor to be your col-

league. And now I ask this service of you, mv friend, and

my white hair-^ will he brought witli sorrow to the grave if

yon should refu-e rny entreaty. It is no question of mvself or

of mine, Sorbier, for I lost poor Alme. Chesntd, and I have no
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rliiM of mv own. Som,.thinr: nioro t.. me than mv own family
(!' I liiiii had ono) is involvod— it is the Marquis d'fii
pn_'i„m s only son. I havo had the- h.,t.or to be the Marquis'
h.i.l steward over since I h-ft the otlieo to which his father

•'<! .,„. at his own expense, with the idea of providing for me
I" liouse which nurtured me has passed through all the
innM.s of the Revolution. I have managed to save some of
t:i.:r property

; but what is it, after all, in comparison with the
-Nil. that they have lost? I cannot tell you, Sorbicr, how

•i'.v am attached to the great house, which has been all
iwt .wallowed up und.-r my eyes by the abyss of time M le
ManjMis was proscribed, and his lands confiscated, he was
r.M,.,,' on in years, he had no child. Misfortunes upon mis-
.-rtiu,.s. [hen M. le ^lanpiis married, and his wife died
>> n thr youn.ir Count was born, and to-dav this noble, dear,
a"

!
|..v,.>uus child is all the life of the d'Esgrignon familv;

' !.it.' of the liouse hangs upon him. He has got into debt
!"' uith amusing himself. What else should he do in the
ir.\in.es with an allowance of a miserable hundred louis'
^-. my friend, a hundred louis, the great house has come to
t!

till'

f" this extremity his father ;.,inks it necessary to send
• "int to Pans to ask for the King's favor at court Paris

' ^Tv dan-erous j^lace for a lad; if he is to keep steady
n- must have the grain of sense which makes notaries of

'-. i'Msides. I should be heartbroken to think of the poor bov
J'viii- am id such hardships as we have known.—Do you re-
"; i.iU-r the i)leasure with which you shared mv roll in the
!;• "' the Theatre-Francais when we spent a dav nd a night
i:

•
r.' uniting to see The Marriage of Figaro? Oh. blind that

u.. VMre:—We were hai)pv and poor, but a noble cannot be
!a!.;.v m poverty. A noble in want—it is a thing acjainst
"aiNn' Ah I Sorbier, when one has known the satisfaction
'^! M-<i('F>ins one of tlie grandest genealogical trees in the king-
' "' "1 \i< fall, it is so natural to interest oneself in it and to
!'•'• fuiHl of it, and love it and wafer it and look to see it
'• -- in. So you will not be surprised at so many precautions
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on my part ; you will not woihIit wlion I h(<^ tlio ln'Ip nf voiir

lights, so tiiiit iiJI riiiiy ^'o well wiiii mir yoiiiij.' man.
"The fariiily luis all'iwcd a Imndrci] thousand francs for the

expenses of AI. le <'oriit('"s jourin'y. There is not a ycnuji

man in l'ari> fit to compare with him, as you will .see! Vnu

will take an interest in liim a> if he were your only son; anil

lastly, I 'ini (juite sure that Madame Sorhier will not he-iiate

to second yoii in the olliee of i,niardian. M. le Comte Vic-

turnien'si monthly allowance is lixed at two thousand francs,

but give him ten tluuisand for his preliminary expenses. The

family have jjrovided in this uay for a stay of two years, un-

less he takes a journey ahroad, in which case we will si-e

ahout making other ariaugcmenis. Join me in this work,

my old friciul, and keep tin' purse-string-; fairly tight, llepre-

seiit things to M. \r Cotiile without reproving him; iiold him

in as far as you can, and do not let him anticipate jiis monthly

allowance without sutlieient reason, for he must not be driveu

to desperation if honor is involved.

"Keep yourself infornu'd of his movements and doings, of

the romf)any which he keep-:, and watch over his connections

with women. M. le Chevalier says that an opera danei-r often

costs less than a court lady. Obtain information on that puint

and let me know. If you are too busy, perhaps ^Ime. Serbicr

might kiuiw what beinnu's of the young man. and where he

goes. The idea of playing the part of guardian angel to such

a noble and charming boy might have attractions for her.

(led will remember her for accepting the sacred trust. Per-

haps when y(ui see M. le Comte Victurnien. her heart inav

tremble at the thought of all the ilangers awaiting him in

Paris: he is very young, and verv handsome; clever, and at

the same time disposed to tru>t oilier-. If he forms a connec-

tion with some designing woman. Mm(>. Sorbier could counsel

bim better than you yourself could do. The old inan-servant

who is with hill) can tell you manv things; sound Josophin,

I have told him to go to you in delicate matters.

"But why should I say more? We once w<Te clerks fn-

gether, and a pair of scamps; remember our escapades, and be
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n mhUlt yonn. ;..,.,„. „,v ohl fri.n.l. in vour d.alin.s ;vitl»
^^'^'>- •'•--''-' f-n..uUlb.n.mith.d to 'jU la

li;i!i

J,-'I- or a_ I.II ..„ ,,., Treasury by a gentloma.; X
'-' '" I aris, and so forth.
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aiii
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.

' ' : ^" '^'-^

?
^^••'"'» hi^ ^Pi^tle was addressed had•;;•-< In^nels .nstruaions. they would have been

r '1
to take three private d..teetives into their pav. And;';;;-.s ample u-,.lon. shown in Chesnel's choice oTa

;; ^;;^-\
'•'•<"'• l-''v-^ money to any one accredited to

^ > (he „H.ney lasts; whereas. Victurnien was

L -: 1
, r "'f

'"''T '" "'""^ "^ "'""^'3-. to make a

;

;,--! UM. ,0 the notary, who was ,uite sure to use the right

^
"""•"'••"

'"^"•;1 tiK.t he was to be aUowed two thousand'•-ry n.on.h and , bought that ho betrayed his tn
,,

^7">t "ng of Paris. He fancied that hi could£
' :' .' M.cly state on sueli a sum ^

•-'.i '!i!eeIion'TV\''''
''" ^""'"'^-

^^" ^'- benedictions:.'"'' •^"'"I";""^ "™t with bin,; he was kissed
I "^.^-r.. gu.ul n.shes were heaj.ed <m his head- his•-. us aun, and Ch,.nel went with him out of th

;

" "ar. f, 1,„_^ ,h.. eyes of all th.. three. The .udden de
"'''•':•!;''''-' '-^t-'nai for eonver..non for eS^t
-: a,„1 wlKjMvas n.^re. it st.rr.d the rancorous nundoiZ

•

'V'"
•

'-"r":
•" "" ''<'Pths. The forage-contractor the- . -

t. and others who had vowed .0 ruin U,e d'Ksgri^on!^
;-;;;|-pr;'ye..ap,ngoutuf their hands. They ilad'based

:;.::;!/;,""•'"-'',"" « ^^""^ ""^"'^ ^oli--, and now
"lyoncl tlieir readi.

T- tendency in human nature, which often gives a bigot
;__ >' a daughter, and n.akes a frivolous won.an the

J.

t... u a ramnv p.et.st; that rule of , .ontrar.es. which, m
;

i-^'a.il,ty, ,s the "resultanf of the hnv of similarit es

; ;

.'-..rtuen to Par. by a desire to win,.!, he must'^S
L-

:;"'";', '^-"^'•^ "P - ''.h.d been u. the old-"' l"-"^'"^'^' 1-"-. amo.ig liK. .puet, gentle faces that
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sniili'J upon liirii, iiiiion;: soImt servants attiichcl in th.. familv,

«nJ hurroiuidin^'s tin^ii vviti\ a ^'fncrai color of a^v. tlic buy

liad only m'cm fricn.!- wortliv uf n -pcct. All of llio-r about

him, with the oxicptioii of the ("lifvalitT, had <'\aMii)li' of

Were ehlorly Mirri and u inicii, siMlalo of inan-
Ijr,."ovencrahlt

n<'r, docorons and .-cntoiitioiis id' sjiccch. lie had hem [iil!i.i

hy tlio-ic wonirn in he ;:iay ^'owns and <'inbroidcrcd niiitcn-

dcscriiicd iiy J'dondii. Tiic anli(juatcd s|ilond()rs of his father's

iiousc wt-ri' as little ealciiiatcd as possil)le to suj,';:est frivolous

tliouj,dits; and lastly, he had heen educated !)y a sincerely re-

ligious ahhe, possessed of idl the charm of an old ajre. whidi
has dwelt in two (cntiiries. and lirin;:s to the I'roent its ;;ifts

of the dried roses „{ e\perienre. the fad-d flowers of the old

customs of its youth. Kvrrylliiiij.' should have comhined to

fashion Victurnitn to serious liahits; his whole surroun<lings

from childhood l>ade him coiilinur the jxlorv of a historic

name, hy taking' his life as somethin^,^ iiohle and ^'real ; and vet

Victurnien listened to tlaniriTous promptinj^'s.

For him, his imMe hirth was a ste[)pin;r-stone which rai.-cd

him aho\. other men. He felt that the id(d of Xohlesse. be-

fore which they burned incense at home, was hollow; he had
come to he <ine of t'le commonest as well as one of the worst

types from a social |)oint ^f view—a consistent e<,'oist. The
aristoi ratic cult of the IC;/i, simply tau;:ht him to follow hi."

own fancies; he had been idolized by those who had the care

of him in ohildhood. and adored hy the companion- who
shared in his boyish escapades, and so ho had formed habit

of lookinj: and judirii)",' everylliin<; as it afTccted in- own
pleasure; he took it as a matter of course when «,'ood souls

saved him from the conse()uences of his follies, a piece of lai-;-

taken kindness which could only lead to his ruin. Victurni('n"s

early trainin-:. noble and pious tliou;,di it was. had isolated

him too much. He was out of the current of the life uf his

time, for the life of a provincial town is certainlv not in the

main current of the a.tre; VicturnienV true destiny lifted him

above it. He had learned to think of an action, not as

it affected ot! .i-:, imr relatively, bin absolutely from his owe
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P'Miit of View. Like .l.-|...ts, h.. inml,. tlw law fo «uit tho cir-
.
MMstan.r, a systci., which works in th.- livis of nnxliijal sons

il. -limn confusion which fancy brings into art
\ i.'turnicn was qiiick-sightcd, ho gaw dearly and without

>nu-.ioii, I,ut ht> acted on
t.ii.il II' flaw of character, oft

impulse, and unwisely

en sci

An inde-
'-I'll in youufT men, but im-

• '','''" "' •M'!-nn. led him to will one thin^' ami do another
In -i'lte of an a.tiv,. mind, which showed its.'lf in unexpected'
ua.s the senses had hut to assert themselves, and the dark-
"; I I'rain M.en.ed to e.vist no lon-er. He ,„i^dit hav.. aston-
-li.;l wise Mien

; he was cai.ahlo of «etti.,_' fools a>;a|)c. Hi^
'"'I'vs, like a «„dden ..luall of had weath.T. overclouded all
>!.' elenr and lucid spaces of his brain in a moment ; and then
.ifi.T the dissipations which he c.uld not resist, he sank ut-
i-rly exhausted in body, heart, and mind, into a collapsed
'
"idition

. ,rderin- upon imbecilitv. Such a character willIn- a man down into the mir.. if he is left to himself or
'nn- him to the hi,::hest heights of political powr if ho has
.-me stern friend to keep him in hand. X.Mther CluKnel nor
11^" lad.s father, nor Aunt Armande had fathomed the .lepths
"! a nature so nearly akin on manv sides to the poetic tern-
•anient, yet smitten with a terrible weakness at its core.

I{y the time the ol.l town lav .'several miles awav Vic-
tnrinen felt not the slij^htest re<,'ret : he thought no mor^'about
t I" father, who had loved ten penerations in hi.s son, nor of
the aunt, and her almost insane devotion. Re was looking
f-r«ard to Paris with vehement ill-starn-d longings ^n
ti'-n-ht he had lived in that fairvland, it had been the back-
ground of his brightest dreams. He imagined that ho would
h' !irst in Pans, as he had b..en in the town and the depart-
ment where his father's name was potent ; but it was vanitv
'•

' [Tid... that filled his soul, and in his dreams his pleasures'
»• < to be magnified by all the greatness of Paris. The dis-
t.iiue was soon crossed. The traveling coach, like his own
"i'Mights, left the narrow horizon of the province for the va*t
World of the great city, without a break in the journey He

t

%:,
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I

stayed in the Rue do IJiciielieu, in a handsome hotel elose to

the boulevard, and hastened to take i)ossess;ion of I'aris as a

famished horse rushes into a meadow.
He was not lon^' in findin.ij out the ditTerence between

country and town, and was rather surprised than al)aslied |,v

the change. His mental quickness soon diseovered liow sinail

an entity he was in the midst of this a!l-com])rehen(]iiiL'

Babylon; how insane it would be to attempt to stem the tnr-

rcnt of new ideas and new ways. A sin;:le incident \vr,>

enough. lie delivered his father's letter of introduction ro

the Due de Lenoncourt, a noble who stood liigji in favor with

the King. He saw the duke in his splendid mansion, aiiionj,'

surroundings befitting his rank. Xe.xt day he met him again

This time the Peer of France was lounging on foot along the

boulevard, just like any ordinary mortal, with an umbrella in

his hand; he did not even wear the Blue lJil)l)on, without
which no knight of the order could have appeared in puldic

in other times. And. duke and peer and first gentleman of

the bedchamber though he was, M. de Lenoncourt, spite of his

high courtesy, could not repress a smile as he read his rela-

tive's letter ; and that smile told Victurnien that the Collection

of Antiquities and the Tuileries were separated by more than

sixty leagues of road; the distance of several centuries lay

between them.

The names of the families grouped about the throne are

quite different in each successive reign, i'.nd the characters

change with the names. It would seem that, in the siihen-

of court, the same thing hap])ens over and over again in each

generation: but each time there is a (piite dilferent set of per-

sonages. If history did not prove that this is so, it would seem
incredible. The ])rominent men at the court of Louis X^'l II..

for instance, had scarcely any connection with the Rivieres,

Blacas, d'Avarays, Vitrolles, d'Autiehamps, Pasquiers, La-

rochejaqueleins, Decazes, Dambrays, Laines, de A'illeles. La
Bourdonnayes. and others who shone at the court of Louis

XV. Compare the courtiers of Henri TV. with thos(> of Louis

XIV.; you will hardly find five great families of the former
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till- i.ll in cxistcnc-c. The iici)lu'\v of tlic jrroiit Hioholicu
. .1- a very in.-i;:nifie;int person at tlie court of Louis XIV.;
ui.ilc His Majesty's favorite, Villeroi, was the grandson of a
M' n-tary ennobled by ("harles IX. And so it befell that the
'iiNirrignons, all but princes under the Valois. and all-power-
fiii in tiie time of Henri IV'., had no fortune whatever at the
runrt of Louis XVII I., which gave them not so nmch as a
ihnii.L'lit. At this day there are names as famous as those of
,o\al houses—the Foi.x-Graillys, for instance, or the d'Horou-
mHo—left to obscurity tantamount to extinction for want of
iiioiiiv. tile one power of the time.

.\il which things Victurnien beheld entirely from his own
|'..int of view; he felt the equality that he saw in Paris as a
P'

r-^niial wrong. The monster Equality was swallowing down
lii" last fragments of social distinction in the Restoration.
lla\uig made up his mind on this head, he immediately pro-
'•' liid to try to win back his place with such dangerous, if
Munted weapons, as the age left to the noblesse. It is an ex-
(«ii«ive matter to gain the attention of Paris. To this end,
Vi. Mirnien adopted some of the ways then in vogue. He felt
that It was a necessity to have horses and fine carriages, and
all the accessories of modern luxury; he felt, in short, "that a
niaii must keep abreast of the times," as de Marsay said—de
Mar-ay, the first dandy that he came across in the first draw-
iim-rnom to which he was introduced. For his misfortune.
If fill in with a set of roues, with de Marsay, de Ronquerolles,'
Ma.vinie de Trailles, des Lupeaulx, Rastignac, Ajuda-Pinto'
H'audenord, de la Roche-IIugon, de Manerville, and the Van-
il< msses, whom he met wherever he went, and a great many
iK'iiHs were open to a young man with his ancient name and
I' piitation for wealth. He went to the Marquise d'Espard's,
tf. till Duchesses de Grandlieu. de Carigliano, and de Chaulieu'
! tii<' Marquises d'Aiglemont and de Listomere, to Mme. de
>^'ri/y's, to the Opera, to the embassies and elsewhere. The
i^auliourg Saint-Oermain has its provincial genealogies at its
tinurrs' ends; a great name once recognized and adopted
liitnin is a passport which opens many a door that will
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scarcely turn on its Iiinpos for unknown names or the lion? of

a lower rank.

Vieturnien found his relatives both amiahle and readv to

welcome him so long as he did not appear as a suppliant; lie

saw at once that the surest way of ol)tai)iing notliim: was to

ask for something. At Pai 's, if the first impulse moves people

to protect, second thoughts (which last a gooil deal longer)

impel them to despise the protege. Independence, vanity, and
pride, all the young Count's better and worse feelings com-

bined, led him, on tlie contrary, to assume an aggressive a> i-

tude. And therefore the Dues de Verneuil, de Lenoncourt,

de Chaulieu, de Xavarreins, dTIerouville, de Grandlieu. and
de Maufrigneuse, the Princes de Cadignan and de Blamont-
Chauvry, were delighted to present the charming survivor of

the wreck of an ancient family at court.

Victurnien went to the Tuileries in a splendid carriage

with his armorial bearings on the panels; but his presentation

to llis Majesty made it abundantly clear to him that the

people occupied the royal mind so much that his nobility waa

like to be forgotten. The restored dynasty, moreover, was

surrounded by triple ranks of eligible old men and gray-

headed courtiers ; the young noblesse was reduced to a cipher,

and this Victurnien guessed at once. He saw that there was

no suitable place for him at court, nor in the government, nor

the army, nor, indeed, anywhere else. So he launched out

into the world of pleasure. Introduced at the Klysee-Bourbon,

at the Duchesse d'AngoulOme's, at the Pavilion Marsan. he

met on all sides with the surface civilities due to the heir of

an old family, not so old but it could be called to mind by the

sight of a living member. And, after all. it was not a small

thing to be remembered. In the distinction with which Vic-

turnien was honored lay the way to the ])eerage and a spleiulid

marriage; he had taken the field witli a false appearance of

wealth, and his vanity would not allow him to declare his reiil

position. Resides, he had been so much complimented on the

figure that he made, he was so pleaded with his first success,

that, like many other young men, he felt ashamed to draw
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hark. Ill- took a suite of room.s in the Rue du Bac, with
-tables and a complete equipment for the fashionable life

til wliieh he had committed himself. These preliminaries cost
hiiti fifty thousand francs, which money, moreov(>r, the young
>,vnileman mana^'ed to draw in spite of all Chesnel's wise pre-
ciititions, thanks to a .series of unforeseen events.

Chesners letter certainly reached his friend's office, but
M.iitre Sorhier was dead; and Mme. Sorbier, a matter-of-fact
[irr.-on, seeing that it was a business letter, handed it on to
T hlusband's successor. Mattre Cardot, the new notary, in-

fnrn;cd the young Count that a draft on the Treasury made
[I,! '.able to the deceased would be useless: and by way of reply
to ilie letter, which had cost the old provincial notary so much
tlxiii-ht, Cardot despatched four lines intended not to reach
Chesners heart, but to produce the money. Chesnel made the
lira ft payable to Sorbier's young successor; and the latter,
fri ling but little inclination to adopt his correspondent's senti-
mentality, was delighted to put himself at the Count's orders,
ai;.i i,^ive Victurnien as much money as he wanted.
Now those who know what life in Paris means, know that

fifiv thousand francs will not go very far in furniture, horses,
rar.nages,and elegance generally ; but it nmst be borne in mind
ti'.at Victurnien immediately contracted some twenty thou-
sukI francs' worth of debts besides, and his tradespeople at
first were not at all an.xious to be paid, for our young gen-
tli man's fortune had been prodigiously increased, partly by
ru trior, jjartly by Josephin, that Chesnel in livery.

\ictuniicn had not been in town a month before he was
'ibl'L'-cd to repair to his man of business for ten thousand
francs; he had only been playing whist with the Dues de
Xavarrcins, de Chaulieu. and de Lenoncourt, and now and
aeain at his club. He had bcgiin by winning some thousands
"f francs, but pretty soon lost five or si.x thousand, which
brought home to him the necessity of a purse for play. Vic-
tiirriicn had the spirit that gains goodwnl everywhere, and
puts a young man of a great family on a level with the
viry highest. He was not merely admitted at once into the

'
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band of patrician vdiuIi, but was cvon oin ird iiv tlie rest, ft

was into.xicatiiifr to him to ftrl that hp was envied, nor \\-.\>

hp in this mood very likely to think of reform. Indeed, Ir.

had completely lost his head. He would not think of'tlic

means; he dipped into his money-ba^^s as if they could h,.

refilled indefinitely; he deliberately shut his eyes' to the in-

evitable results of the system. In'that di.-^sipated set, in tli..

continual whirl of gn'wty, j)eopIe take the actors in their
brilliant costumes as they find them : no one inquires whether
a man can afford to make the figure he does, there i.s nothing,'

in worse taste than impiiries as to ways and means. A man
ought to renew his wealth perpetually, and as Nature does—
below the surface and out of sight. People talk if somebody
ccmies to grief; they joke about a newcomer's fortune till

their minds are set at rest, and at this they draw the line.

Yicturnien d'Esgrignon, with all the Faubourg Saint-Ger-
main to back him, with all his protectors exaggeratin<r the
amount of his fortune (were it only to rid themselves of re-

sponsibility), and magnifying his possessions in the most re-

fined and well-bred way, with a hint or a word; with all

these advantages—to repeat—A'icturnien was, in fact, an
eligible Count. lie was handsome, witty, sound in politics;
his father still possessed the ancestral castle and the lands of
the marquisate. Such a young fellow is sure of an admi-
rable reception in houses where there are marriageal)le
daughters, fair but portionless partners at dances, and young
married women who find that time hangs heavy on their

hands. So the world, smiling, beckoned him to the fore-

most benches in its booth ; the seats reserved for marquises are
still in the same place in Paris ; and if the names are changed,
the things are the same as ever.

In the most exchisive circle of society in the Fauboursr
Saint-Germain, Vieiurnien found the Clievalier's double in

the person of the Vidame de Pamiers. The Vidame was a

Chevalier de Valois raised to the tenth power, invested with
all the prestige of wealth, enjoying all (he advantages of hi'/h

position. The <lear Vidame was a repositary for evervbodv's



THE JEALOrsiES OF A COl NTKY TOWN 201

MTPls and tho pazcttc of tho Faulmurj,^ besides; nevertheless.
Ill' was discreet, and, like other f;azetle.-, only said thing's that
nii-lit safely be i)ubli>lied. A.irain Vietnrnien listened to
th-' Chevalier's esoterie doetrines. The Vidanie told youni;
dl'sirri^'non, without niinein;: matters, to make eoniiuests
.iiip'iig women of (juality, sui)))lementin^' the advice with anee-
.intr- from his own experience. Tiie Vieomte de Pamiors,
it -erned, had permitted himself much that it would servt

11' purpose to relate here; so remote was it all from our
iiKMlcrn manners, in which soul and passion play so lar;,'e a

i'iirt, that nobody would believe it. But the excellent Vidame
(lid more than this.

•'Dine with me at a tavern to-morrow," said he, by way
ef conclusion. "We will di<;est our dinner at the Opera, anil

afterwards I will take you to a house where several people
Imvc the greatest wish to meet you."

The Vidame gave a delightful little dinn( r at the Eorhcr
I'r Cancalc; three guests only were asked to meet Victurnien
—de Marsay, Rastignae, and Blondet. Kmile Blondet, the
\()!ing Count's fellow-townsman, was a man of letters on
th'' outskirts of society to which he had been introduced hy
ii iharming woman from the same province. This was one
ef the Vieomte de Troisville's daughters. nov>- married to the
Ci'iiite de Montcornei, one of those of Napoleon's generals
who went over to the Bourbons. The ^!dame held that a
dinner-party of more than six persons was beneath contempt.
In that case, according to him, there was an end alike of
c.if.ker\' and conversation, and a man could not sip his wine in
a i'loper frame of mind.

"1 have not yet told you, my dear hoy, where I mean to

t:ik( you to-night," he said, taking Victurnien's hands and
tiinping on them. "You are going to see Mile, des Touches;
al! tlie pretty women with any pretensions to wit will ije at

li'T house en petit comite. Literature, art. poetry, any sort

of genius, in short, is held in great esteem there. It is one
of our old-world bureaux d'caprit, with a veneer of mon-
archical doctrine, the livery of this present age."

'J
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"It is som.'linics as tiresome and tedious tlioro as a p'lir

of neu' boots, but tborc are women witi, whom vou cannot ini-et
anywhere else," said de Marsay.

"If all the poets who went there to rub up thnr muse were
like our friend here." sai.l Kasti^^nae. tappin.- Blon.Jet
familiarly on the shoulder, "we should have some fun Ret
a pla-ue of odes, and ballads, and drivelin- meditations and
novels with wide margins, pervades the sofas and the
atmosphere."

"I don-t dislike them." said de Marsav, "so long as they
corrui)t girls minds, and don't spoil women."

"Gentlemen," smiled Blondet, "you are encroaching on my
field of literature." ^

"You need not talk. You have robbed us of the most
charming woman in the world, you luekv rogue; we may be
allowed to steal your less brilliant ideas," cried Rastignac

i . fi rf,
'\ ".

'""'"' '^''^''" '^^^ ^^"^ ^''^^"le, and he
twitched Blondet s ear. "But perhaps Victurnien here wiU
be luckier still this evening "

"Aheadij!" exclaimed de Marsav. "Whv. he onlv came
here a month ago; he has scarcely had time to shake the du^t
of his old manor house off his feet, to wipe off the brine
in which his aunt kept him preserved: he has onlv just
set up a decent horse, a tilburv in the latest stVle a
groom " "

-
'

"No, no. not a groom." interrupted Rastignac- "he has
some sort of an agricultural laborer that he brought with him
from his place.' Buisson, who understands a liverv as well
as most, declared that the man was physically incapable of
wearing a Jacket."

"I will tell you what, you ought to have modeled vour-
self on B.nuidenord," the Vidame said seriously. "He has
this advantage over all of you. mv voung friends, he has a
genuine specimen of the English ti^er "

"Just see, gentlemen, what the noblesse have come to in
France!" cried Victurnien. "For tliem the one important
thing IS to have a tiger, a thoroughbred, and baubles "

III'
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"BI.'ss tiK- 1" said RIomlct. " 'This pMitlnnan's -ood sense
.1! lim.s iii)i),ills mo.'—VVVII, yes, young moralist, you iiol.lfs

h.uv como to that. You have not c-von left to" vou that
hi-trc of lavish oxpondituro for which the dear N'idainc was
f.ininiis fifty years ago. We revel on a second llo,,r in the
IJm' Montorgueil. There are no more wars w itii the Cardinal,
iiM Field of the Cloth of (iold. You. Comte d'Ksgrignon, iii

^hnrt. arc cupping in the company of one Blondet. younger
."11 of a niiserai)le provincial in,i,i:i>tratc, with whom you
wr.iild not shake hands down yonder; and in ten years' time
}"U may sit heside him among peers of the realiii. Believe
iii viurs.lf after that, if you can."
'Ah, well," said Kastignac, "we have passed from action to

tlinu-ht, from hrute force to force of intellect, we are talk-
ing'

"

"Let us not talk of our reverses," protested the Vidame;
i have made up my mind to die merrily. If our friend here'
hi- not a tiger as yet, he comes of a race of lions, ami can dis-
piiise with one."

'ile cannot do without a tiger," said Blondet; "he is too
n'Hiy come to town."

•ilis elegance may be new as yet," returned de ^rarsay,
"I'lit we are adopting it. He is worthy of us, he understands
li!-^ age, he has hraii'.s, he is nobly born and gently bred;
"' ;ire going to like liim. and serve him, and push him "

'"Wliither?" infjuired Blondet.

"Inquisitive soul!" said Rastignac.

With whom will he take up to-night?" de :\Iarsay asked.
"With a whole seraglio," said the Vidame.
'i'lague take it! What can we have done that the dear

'^ ulame is punishing us by keeping his wor<l to the infanta?
I -hould be pitiable indeed if I did not know her "

"And I was once a coxcomb even as he," said the Vidame,
imlicating de ^larsay.

The conversation continued pitched in the same kev. charm-
•candalous, and agreeably corrupt. The dinner went
y pleasantly. Rastignac and de ^larsav went to the
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Op^ni with thr \'iil,iinc ;mil \'i( iiiniicn. uiili a virw lo f.,1-

lowinj: tlurii iiftrnvunN to Mile, d.-s Touches' salon. And
lliitlicr. acconliii;:!)-. iliis pair of rakts l)rtooI< tliciii-clvos. cal-

culalini: tliat \<y that tiiiii" the traircily would liavc Ix-on read;
for of all things to ho taken hetween eleven and twelve o'cioek
at ni<:lit. a tra^'edy in their opinion wns Iho most unwhoh-
soniL". They went to k.'ep a wateh on Vietnrnien and to eni-

harrass liini. a pieee of sehoolhoy's mischief end)itt<'red hy a
jealous dandy's spite. But Victurnien was ^nfted with that
pa^'e's eirrontery which is a ^'reat help to ease of manner; and
Hasti^'nae. watehin;; iiim as he made his entrance, was sur-
prised to see how quickly lio cau^'ht the tone of the
moment.

"That youn^r d'Ksjrri^nion will go far, will he not?" he
said, addressing his cotnpanion.

"That is as may he," returned de Marsay, "but he is in a
fair way."

The Vidame introduced liis young friend to one of the
most amiahle and frivolous duchesses of the day. a lady whose
adventures caused an explosion five years later. Just then,
however, she was in the full hiaze of "her glory; she had been
suspected, it is true, of ecpiivocal conduct;" hut suspicion,
while it is still suspicion and not proof, marks a woman out
with tlie kind of distinction which slander gives to a man.
Nonentities are never slandered; th-y chafe because they are
left in peace. This woman was. in fact, the Duchesse de
Maufrigneuse. a daughter of the dT.xelles; her father-in-law
was still alive: she was not to be the Princesse de C'adignan
for some years to come. A friend of the Duchesse de
Langeais and the Vicomtesso de Eeauseant. two Ldories de-
parted, she was likewise, intimate with the :^rarqT^ise d'Rspard.
with whom si disputed h(>r fragile sovereignty as queen of
fasliion. Oreat relation-; lent her countenance for a lons^

while, but the Duchesse de Maufrigneuse was one of those
women who. in -oine way, nobody knows hoAv, or whv. or
where, will spend tiie rents of all the lands of earth, and of
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flif Jii.Kjn likcwisi', if they wore not out nf i-mcIi. 'PIic

p II. nil outline of lnT cliaracter \va< s<-ar(rl\ kiiduri a-^ vit;
.!.• Marsa.v. and .Ir Mar>ay only, really \ni<\ na-l li-r. Tiiat'
rr.lniiljral.U' dandy now watclu'd the N'idaiin' de I'ami. r-" m-
ir-diction of his youti;: friend to llial lovely \v,,iiiaii. and
!m 111 over to say in Hast i;,niae"s ear:

Wy dear fellow, he will ;:o up wfiizz! like a roeket, and
(Mii.r down like a stiek," an atrociously vul^'ar saving uliicli

Wii> reniarkahly fullllled.

The Duchesse dt" Maufrifrneuso had lost her heart t<. \'ie-

tuinim after first f.'iviiii,' her mind to a serious >iu,!v of
iiiii Any lover wlio should have eau^rht the ;;lance hv whi.h
^!i.' expressed her <rratitude to the Vidame ini;;lu nell hav-
belli jealous of such friendship. Women are like hor-es let

l<"-i'on a stepi)e when they feel, as the IHiehess felt with tli<.

\Hliinie de I'aniiers, that tlie j^'round is safe; at such moments
tli'V are thonisolvcs

; perhaps it ])Ieases them to ;:ive. as it

Win. samples of their ti'nderness in intimacy in this way.
It \^as a i:uarded ;:Iaiice. nothing,' wa< l.>>t hetwicii eve aiid
ly. there wa.-^ no possihility of rellection in anv mirror.
N'iioily intercepted it.

•See how she has ])repared herself." Rasti.i^nao said, turn-
in- to de Marsay. '-What a viiyinal toilette; what >wan"s
L-ra... in that snow-white throat of hers! How white her
i.''"vn is, and she is wearin.ix a sash like a little f,qrl ; she looks
r-'ind like a madonna inviolate. Who would think that you
liad passed that way?*'

"The very reason why she looks as she does," returned de
M^ir^ay, with a triumphant air.

T!ie two youn.ir men e.xchan.ired a sniilo. Mmo. de Maufri-
^'11. use saw the smile and -ruessed at their conversation, and
i-'i i' the pair a hroadside of her eyes, an art accpiired hy
I T' ixhwomon since the Peace, when En(,dishwomen imported
it ip.io this countrv, to-'ether with the

I' ', t

li i

!ipo of their silver

heir horses and harness, and the piles of insular ice

mpart a refreshim,' coolness to the atmosphere of any

m

?l
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re. Ill in which a certain luimher of British females are
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gathorcil toKi'tlnr. 'I'Ih- ynuu^ imn -^ww ccri.Mi^ as a cf.iiple

of clfi-ks at tlu' fiiil of ii hi. mil) I'min ticailiiuartoru Liforo

th»' rtd'ipl of iin cxiH'cIt'il Imiiiu.-.

Til.' iMiclu'ss when slu' lo-t In r lirart to Victiirnifii h.id

mail.' tip h.T iiiiiitl to play tli'' part of romantic Iiimoc-ikv,

a roll' iiiurh uiulcrstudictl -nii-i .luciitly hy other women, for

the iiii-fortuiK- of niod.Tii \"Utli. llcr (jrarc of Maiifri-

jiM.u.-c haJ jii.-t eome out a- an aiiuel at a nioment's lioticu,

precisely as "^lll• meant to turn to literature and sciencf somi'-

wliere ai)out her fortieth year in.-tead of taking' to devotion.

She made a point of iiciii;.' like nobody el,-e. Ihr

parts, iier dre:«ses, her caps, opinions, toilettes, and man-

ner of acting were all entirely new and ori;.Mnal. Soon after

her inarriairo, when f-lie \\a> >carcely more than a j,'irl, she

had played tin' l)arl of a kni>win;; and almost depraved wo-

man; siie ventured on risky repartees with shallow people,

and betrayed her ignorance to tbo.-e who knew l)etter. As

the date of that marriage made it impossible to abstract one

little year from her age without the knowledge of 'i'imo. and

as Her (iraee lia.l reaclud Iwr twenty-sixth year, she had

taken it into lier head to be imnuioulate. Slu' scarcely

BfX'nied to belong to earth; she shook out her wide sleeves

as if they had Incii wings. Her eyes lied to heaven at too

warm a glance, or word, or thought.

There is a madonna painted by I'iola, the great Genoese

painter, who bade fair to bring out a second edition of

Kaphael till his career was cut short by jealousy and murder;

his madonna, however, you may dimly discern througli a

pane of glass in a little street in Genoa.

A more chaste-eyed madonna than Piola's does not exist;

but eomi)ared witii Mine, de Maufrigtieiise, that heavenly

creature was a Messalinn. Women wondered among them-

selves how sii"h a giddy young thing had been transfonncd

bv a change of dress into the fair veiled seraph who seemed

(to use an expression now in vogue) ti> have a soul as white

as iifw fallen snow on the highest Alpine crests. How Inul

she solved in such short space the de>uitical problem how to
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,!:-|,liiy n Im.m)Im wliittT tlian Iut m>u1 l>y WuWiv^ it in gnuzo?

\\.,ss ruul.l slu- look SO .tlunal wliil.- luT cvrs .Irooped «o

luiinlinmsly? Tliosc tihiiosl wanton >?laiin's >ronifii to j;ive

,,rMtiii>.' of"iint(.lil lan^niorons (|.'lij;!it. wliiK- l»y an aM'ftio'H

1 Ji of aspiration aft<T a Ix-ttcr iif.' tli.- nioulli appeared to

ii,M thai noiio of tliosc proniist-s would Ix- fiilllllfd. In-

piiii.Mis youtlis (for liin.' wen- a ffw to \»' found in the

(lii.irds of that .lav) j.ri.atfly wond.Tcd wlu'tli.T. in llic most

intmiati' nioincnls". it wcro p(.ssil)K' to sprak familiarly to thi.s

White Lady, this >tarry vapor slid. ion down from the Milky

Wav. This system, \vhi.h answ.-rcl complctoly for some

yrars at a stretfli, was turned to ^'.»h1 aee..unt by women

i.f fashion, whose breasts were lined with a stout |)hilosophy,

f, r they could cloak no ineonsiderahle e.\a.ti.)ns with these

lillle airs from the sacristy. Not one of the celestial .reatures

!,iit was (luite well awarc'of the possihilities of less ethereal

Inve which lay in the l.)n^riii;,' of every well-comlitioned male

t,, r.'.all sucli beinjis to earth. It was a fashion which per-

tniitc.l them to abide in a semi-reli^'i.ms. semi-Ossianic

nn.pvrcan; thcv could, and did, ipiore all the practical details

.,f ilaily life, a short and ea.-^y nietho.l of disposing of many

,M'-tions. Do Marsay, forese.'iii'; the future developnients

,!f tho system, added a last word, for he saw that Rastignac

vas jealous of \'ictnrnien.

••il\ boy," said he, "stay as you are. Our Xucingen will

make' your" fortune, whereas the Duchess would ruin you.

S[i. is too expensive."

Uastignac allowed de ^farsay to go without asking further

,|i,c<lions. II.' knew Paris. lie knew that the most refined and

ncMc and disinterested of women—a woman who cannot be

in.luced to accept anything hut a bouquet—can be as danger-

ous an acquaintance for a young man as any opera girl of

fertner (lavs. As a matt.-r of fact, the opera girl is an al-

n^Mst mythical being. As things are n.)W at the theatres,

linnpcrs and actresses are about as amusing as a declaration of

t'w rights of womiui. they are i.upjiets that go abroad in the

i:- rning in the character of respected and respectable mothers
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of families, and act n.en-.' parts in tight-fitting garments at

^' Wortliv M Cliosnel. in his country notary's office, was

ri.ht; he h;d foreseen one of the reefs on winch the Count

m^ht make shipwreck. VM-turnien was dazzled by the

noetic aureole which Mme. de :>!aufrigneuse chose to assume;

he was chained and padlocked from the first hour in lu>r

company, bound captive by that girlish sash, and caught by

the curls twined round fairy fingers. Far corrupted the bov

was already, but he really believed in that farrago of maiden-

liness and'muslin, in sweet looks as much studied as an Act

of Parliament. And if the one man, who is in duty bound to

believe in feminine fibs, is deceived by them, is not that

'""Fofa pair of lovers, the rest of their spec-ies are about as

much alive as figures on tb.e tapestry. Ihe Duchess, flatterj-

apart, was avowedly and admittedly one of the ten hand-

<ouu.st wcm.en m s<.ciety. "The loveliest woman in Pans is,

as vou know, as often met with in the world of love-making

a, ''the finest book that has appeared in this ;;eneration, in

the world of letters.
. , -r. ,

The converge which Victurnien held with the -Duchess can

be kept up at his age witliout too great a strain. He was

voum^-nough and ignorant enough of life m Pans to feel

no ncce^itv to be upon his guard, no need to keep a watch

ever hi^ lightest words and glances. The religious senti-

mciualism. which finds a broadly humorous commentary in

th.> after-thoughts of either speaker, puts the old-workl

French chat of men and women, with its pleasant familiarity,

us lively ease, quite out of the question; they make love in a

mist nowadays. , . ,• . j

Victurnien was just sufficient -f an unsophisticated pro-

vincial to remain suspended in a highly appropriate and un-

fcicmed rapture which pleaded the Diu^hoss; for women are

no more to be d.-ceived bv the comedies which men play than

bv their own. :\Ime. de Maufrigneu^e calculated, n-.i witlnnit

di.niav that the voung Count's infatuation was likely to hold
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u'ond for six whole rcon hs of disinterested love. She looked

M, Idvi'ly in this dove's mood, quenching the lifrlit in her eyes

'V the golden fringe of their lashes, that wlien the Miiniuise

.llispard bade her friend good-night, she wliisiH'ivd, "Good!

'..TV "ood. dear!" And with those farewell words, the fair

Miinjiiise left her rival to make the tour of the nindvrn /'(///.s-

'(/ I'nidre; which, by the way, is not so absurd a concfption

IF .-oine appear to think. New maps of the country arc en-

.'ni\r(l for each generation; and if tlie names of tiie routes

ar. ilitTerent, they still lead to the same cajjital city.

In The course of an hour's tete-d-tite. on a corner sofa,

!iii.l,T tiie eyes of the world, the Ducliess brought young

ii'i;.-L'rignon as far as Seipio's Grnerosity, the Devotion of

Aiiijidis, and Chivalrous Self-abnegation (for the Middle

\-i' were just coming into fashion, with their <laggers,

iii.irliicolations, hauberks, chain-mail, jjcaked shoes, and

iMiiiiintic painted card-boanl properties). She had an ad-

iniralile turn, moreover, for leaving things unsaid, for leaviug

ill. i~ in a discreet, seeming careless way, to work their way

ilnv, n. one by one, into Yicturnieu's heart, like needles into a

(u-!iion. siio possessed a marvelous skill in reticence; she

wa- (barming in hypocrisy, lavish of subtle promises, which

n vi\ed hope and tlien incited away like ice in the sun if you

Innked at them closely, and most treacherous in the desire

wiiicli she felt and inspired. At the close of this charming

tiiKUinter she produced the running noose of an invitation

to I all. and flung it over him with a dainty demurcness which

!;! printed jiage can never set forth.

"Vou will forget me," she said. "You will find so many

V. .:m II eager tc i)ay court to you instead of enlightening

\,,i; . . . But you will come back to me undeceived.

Ai- vnu coming to me first? . . • Xo. As you will.—

1 r my own part. I tell you frankly tliat your visits will be

a -ivat pleasure to me. People of sold are so rare, and I

t'li'ik tliat vou are one of them —Comi'. good-bye; people will

!r:.;n to talk about us if we talk together any longer."

S'ne made good her word- 'U d took lliglit. Victurnien

14
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went soon afterwards, but not lioforc otluTs had guessed his

ecstatic coiiditinn : liis face wore tli^' expression peculiar to

happy men, soniethini: between an lixjuisitor's calm discre-

tion and tli( self-contained ijeatitude of a devotee, fresh from
the confessional and ai)solution.

"Mme. do ^laufrigneuse went pretty briskly to the point

this evening," said the Ducliesso de (Jrandlieu. when only

half-a-dozen persons v\ere left in ^Ille. des Touches' little

drawing-room—to wit. des Lupeaulx, a Master of Ke<iuest.s,

who at that time stood very well at court, Vandenesse, the

Vicomtesse de (irandlieu, Canalis, and ]\Iine. de Serizy.

"D'Hsgrignon and .Maufrigneuse are two names that are

sure to cling together," said Mme. de Serizy, who aspired to

epigram.

"For some days ]iast she has been out at grass on

Platonism," said des I^upeaulx.

"She will ruin that poor innocent," added Charles de

V^andenesse.

"What do you mean ?" asked Mile, des Touches.
"Oh, morally and financially, beyond all doubt," said the

Vicomtesse, rising.

The cruel words were cruelly true for young d'Esgrignon.
Xext morning he wrote to his aunt describing his intro-

duction into the high world of the Faubourg Saint-Germain
in bright colors flung by the prism of love, explaining the

reception which met him everywhere in a way which gratified

his father's family pride. The Manjuis would have the whole

long letter read to him twice : he rutibed his hands when he

heard of the Vidame de Famiers' dinner—the Vidame was

an old acquaintance—and of the subsequent introduction to

the Duchess; but at Rlondet's name he lost himself in con-

jectures. What could the younger son of a judge, a public

prosecutor during the Revolution, have been doing there?
There was joy iliat evening among the Collection of Antiq-

uities. They talkeil over the young Count's success. So dis-

creet were they witli regard to Mm^. de Maufrigneuse, that

the one man who heard the secret was the Chevalier. There
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wn? no financial postscript at the end of the letter, no un-
|.!(;want concluding reference to the sinews of war, which
cMTv ynun^ man makes in such a case. Mile. Armando
s!:uu(m1 it to Chesnel. Che.snel was pleased and raised not a
Hiiii,'!'' ohjoction. It was clear, as the Marquis and the Chova-
li.r ii.irreed. tliat a younfr man in favor with the Duchesse de
M,i!ifri,i:neu.';e would shortly he a hero at court, where in the
ri!(l <Iays women were all-powerful. The Count had not
mmle a had choice. The dowagers told over all the gallant
a.lwuturos of the Maufrigneuses froiu Louis XIII. to Louis
X\l.—they spared to inquire into preceding reigns—and
uhcn all was done they were enchanted.—Mme. de Maufri-
L'licnso was much praised for interesting herself in Vic-
turuion. Any writer of plays in search of a piece of pure
fdnu'dy would have found it well worth his while to listen
til the Antiquities in conclave.

Vict'irnien received charming letters from his father and
aunt, and also from the Chevalier. That gentleman recalled

himself to the Yidame's memor}-. He had heen at Spa with
M. <le Pamiers in 177S, after a certain journey made by a

fflchrated Hungarian princess. And Chesnel also wrote.

The fond flattery to which the unhappy boy was only too well

nirnstomed shone out of every page; and Mile. Armande
?r(mod to share half of Mme. de Maufrigneuse's hap-
piness.

Thus happy in the approval of his family, the young Count
mailo a spirited beginning in the perilous and costly ways of

(Imdyism. He had tive horses—he was moderate—de Marsay
bii'l fourteen I He returned the Vidame's hospitality, even in-

(liiiling Blondet in the invitation, as well as de Marsay and
Ra<tignac. The dinner cost five hundred francs, and the noble

pn'vincial was feted on the same scale. Victurnien played a

eciul deal, and, for his misfortune, at the fashionable game of
vbisf.

lie laid out his days in busy idleness. Everv day between
twflvp and three o'clock he was with the Pnchoss; after-
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wards he wont to meet hor in tho Boi? do Boiilotrno and ride

beside hor carri.iffo. Soniotimos the clianninLr ouplo rcxle

together, but this was oarly in flno sumnior iiiorr' <rs.

Society, balls, tlio theatre, and fraioty filled the Count's e on-

ing hours. Kverywhere Victurnien made a brilliant figu—
everywJicre he linui: the pearls of his v.it broadcast. He ga\

his opinion on men. atTairs. ami events in jirofound savings ;he

would have put you in mind of a fruit-tree putting forth ail

its strength in blossom. He was leading an enervating life,

wasteful of money, and even yet more wasteful, it may 1)p,

of a man's soul ; in that life the fairest talents are buried out

of sight, the most incorrupt ibli' honesty perishes, the best-

tempered springs of will are slackened.

'I'he Duchess, so white and fragil-- and angel-like, felt at-

tracted to the dissipations of iiaclielor life: she enjoyed first

nights, she liked anything amusing, anything improvised.

Bohemian restaurants lay outside hor experience; so d'Esgri-

gnon got up a eliarming little ]»arty at the Rochrr Je Caiirak

for her benefit, asked all the amiable scamps whom she

cultivated and sermonized, and there was a vast amount of

merriment, wit. and gaiety, and a corresponding bill to ]i,iv.

That supper party led to others. And throuirh it all Vic-

turnien worshiped her as an angel. Mme. de Maufrigneuso
for him was still an angel, untouched by any taint of earth;

an .mgel at the Varietes. where she sat out the half-obscene,

vulgar farces, which made her laugh : an angel through the

cross-fire of highly-fiavored jests and scandalous anecdotes,

which enlivened a stolen frolic; a languishing angel in the

latticed box at the ^'audeville: an angel while she criticised

the postures of opera dancers with tho experience of an elderly

habitue of Jr coin dr hi reinr : an angel at the Porte Saint-

Martin, at the little boulevard theatres, at tho masked balls,

which she enjoyed like any schoolboy. She was an ansel

who asked him for the love that lives by self-abnegation and
heroism and self-sacrifice: an angel wlio would have her lover

live like an English lord, with an income of a million francs.

D'EsgriLrnon once exchan<red a horse because the animal's

•^j
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(jiiii did not satisfy her notions. At play she was an anfjol,

am! irrtainly no bour<jt'oiso tliat over lived could have bidden
(i"i-^s^'rif,'non "Stake for nio!" in siicli an an;x«>lic way. She
wa^ so divinely reckless in her folly, that a man inijrht well

haw sold iiis soul to the devil lest this augel should lose her

ta^t•• for earthly pleasures.

The first winter went by. The Count had drawn on M.
Cardot for the trifling sum of thirty thousand francs over

and above Chesnel's remittance. As Canbjl very carefully

r. frained from usin<^ his right of remonstrance, \'icturnien

now learned for the first time that he had overdrawn his ac-

' lunt. He was the more oifeiided by an extremely j^olite lo-

fii.-al to make any further advance, since it sd happened that

h.' had just lost six thousand francs at play at the clul), and
!ie could not very well show himself there until they were
paid.

After frrowing indignant with ^faitre Cardot, who had
trusted him with thirty thousand francs (Cardot had written
'.'I Chesnel, but to the fair Duchess" favorite he made the most
(if Ills so-called confidence in him), after all this, d'Esgrignon
wa- obliged to ask the lawyer to tell him how to set about
raiding the money, since debts of honor were in question.

"Draw bills on your father's banker, and take them to his

(I'livspondent ; he, no doubt, will discount them for you.

Then write to your family, and tell them to remit the amount
t'l the banker."

An inner voice seemed to suggest dn Croisier's name in

t'hi~ predicament. He had seen du Croisier on Ins knees to

t!ie aristocracy, and of the man's real disposition he was en-

v.v:'\y ignorant. So to du Croisier he wrote a very offhand

1' Mrr. informing him that he had drawn a bill of exchange
"n him for ten thousand francs, adding that the amount
w'liild be repaid on receipt of the letter either l)y M. Chesnel
i^r hy Mile. Armandc d'Esgrignon. Thon he indited two
touching epistles—one to Chesnel. another to his aunt. Tn
the matter of going headlong to ruin, a young man often

SI
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shows siiii,niliir ingcmiity aiul ability, and fortune favors liim.

In the morning Victurnien hapiK'ncd on the nana' of the I'aris

bankers in eorrespondence witli du Croisier, and do Martay
furnislicd him with the Kellers' address. De Marsay knew
everything in I'aris. The Kellers took the bill and gave him
the sum without a word, after deducting the discount. The
balance of the account was in du Croisier's favor.

But the gaming dei)t was as nothing in comparison with the

state of things at home. Invoices showered in upon
Victurnien.

"I say! Do you trouble yourself about that .sort of thing?"

Rastignac said, laughing. "Are you jiutting them in order,

ray dear boy? I did not think you were so husiness-like."

"My dear fellow, it is (juite time I thought al)out it; there

are twenty odd thousand francs there."

De Marsay. c(miing in to look up d'Esgrignon for a steeple-

chase, prodrced a (hiiiity little pocket-book, took out twenty

thousand francs, and handed them to him.

"It is the best way of keeping the money safe," said he;

"I am twice enchanted to have won it yesterday from my
honored father, Milord Dudley."

Such French grace com[)letelv fascinated d"P-sgrignon ; he

took it for friendship; and as to the money, punctually for-

got to pay his debts with it, and spent it on his pleasures.

The fact was that de Marsay was looking on with an unspeak-
able pleasure w bile young d'Ksgrignon "got out of his depth,"

in dandy's idiom ; it pleased de ^larsay in all sorts of fondlinsr

ways to lay ;;n arm on the lad's shoulder; by and bv he should

feel its weight, and disappear the sooner. For de Marsay
was jealous; the Du hess flaunted her love affair; she was not

at home to other visitors when d'F~<jfrignon was with her.

And besides, de 'Marsay was one of those savage humorists
who delight in mischief, as Turkish women in the bath. So,

when he had carried (iff the prize, and bets were settled at the

tavern where tin y breakfasted, and a bottle or two of good
wine had appeared, de Marsay turned to d'Esgrignon with a

laugh:

rvc
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"Those bills that you are worrying it are not yours, I

am sure."

''Kh I if they weren't, why should he worry himself?" asked

Kastijrnac.

"And whose should tluy he?" d'Ksgrignon inquired.

"Then you do not know the Duchess' position?" queried

(Ir Marsay, as he sj)rang into the saddle.

"Xo," said d'Hsgrigiioii, his curiosity aroused.

"Well, dear fellow, it is like tiiis," returned de Marsay

—

"iliirty thousand francs to Victorine, eighteen thousand

francs to Iloubigaut, lesser amounts to Ilerbault, Nattier,

Nourtier, and those Laiour people,—altogether a hundred
thousand francs."

'.\n angel !" cried d'Esgrignon, with eyes uplifted to

luaven.

"This is the bill for her wings," Rastignac cried face-

tiiuisly.

"She owes all that, my dear boy," continued de Marsay,

"precisely because she is an angel. But we have all seen

angels in this position," he added, glancing at Rastignac

;

"there is this about women that is sublime: they understand

Ti-'thing of money; tlicy do not meddle with it, it is no affair

of theirs; they are invited guests at the 'banquet of life,' as

sumo poet or other said that came to an end in the work-

house."

"How do you know this when I do not ?" d'Esgrignon

artlessly returned.

"You are sure to be the last to know it, just as she is sure

to lie the last to hear that you are in debt.''

"I thought she had a hundred thousand livres a year," said

d'Ksi^rignon.

"Her husband," replied de M'arsay, "lives apart fr^m her.

Ho stays with his regiment and practises economy, for he

has one or two little debts of his own as well, has our dear

T^'ake. Where do you come from ? Just learn to do as we do

and keep our friends' accounts for them. ^flle. r>iane (I fell

in love with her for the name's sake), Mile. Diane d'Uxelles

II*
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brought her liii>l.an(l f-ixty thousand livrcs of iiioonip; for the

last oifrht years slic has lived as if she had two hundred thou-

sand. It is perfectly plain that at this moment her lands an-

mortp'i^'ed up to their full value; sotne fine niorniii;,' the crash

must come, and tiie anj,'el will he put to llifrht hy—must it ho

said?—hy sherilf's ollieers that have the elTrontery to lav

hands on an an^'el just as tluy might take hold of one
of us."

"I'oor an<:el I"

''Lord I it costs a jrreat deal to dwell in a Parisian hoavon;
you must whiten your win;j;s and your comple.xion every morii-

inj:," said Rastiijnae.

Now as the thoufiht of confcssintr his dehts to his beloved

Diane had passed throu<rh (rKstrrijinon's mind, somethiii;,'

like a shuddiT ran throui:li him when hv remend)ered that he

still owed si.xty thousand francs, to say nothin;,' of bills to

come for another ten thousand. He went hack melancholy

onoufih. His friends renuirked his ill-distruised preoccujm-

tion, and spoke of it I'lnonj,' themselves at dinner.

"Younfr d'Ksjrrifxnon is -rettinj,' out of his depth. Ho is

not up to Paris. He will blow Ids brains out. A little

fool I" and so on and so on.

D'Ksu'rijinon, however, promptly took comfort. His serv-

ant brou,<,dit him two letters. Tlie first was from Chesnel.

A letter from Chesnel smacked of the stale frrumhlin,<j faith-

fulness of honesty and its consecrated formulas. With all

respect be put it aside till the evenini:. But the second

letter he read with unspeakable pleasure. In Ciceronian

phrases, du Croisier provcled before him, like a Sfijanarc'lle

before a (leronte, beirpinsr the youuL' Count in future to

spare him the afTront of first deiiositinL-- the amount of the

bills which he should condescend to draw. The concluding

phrase s(>emed meant to convey the idea that here was an open
casbbox full of coin at the service of the noble d'Espriffnon

family So strnn<r was the impression that Victurnien, like

Srranarelle or ^[.iscarille in the play, like everybody else who
feels a twin<re of conscience at his finger-tips, made an in-

voluntary gesture.

P..^ .i'^
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Now that he was sure of iiiiliiiiil<'<| cndit with the Kcl-

,
iio opened Chesners letter ;,'aily. lie liail oxpeeled four
p;i;:es, full of expos-tulation to the hriiu; he planee<l down
-heet for the familiar words "prudeiiee," "honor," "de-
iination to do ri«:iit,"" and the like, and saw something
in>(ead wliieh made his head swim.

I

MoxsiKfa LK CoMTK.—Df all my fortune I have now but
two hundred thousand francs loft. I be-r of you not to e.\-

C(.d that amount, if you sliould do one of the most d(>voted

sM\;ints of your family the honor of taking it. I i)resent my
P-peetS to you. CllLSNKL."

"ile is one of PlutarehV men," Victurnien said to liimself.

tossed the letter on llie tal

iirnanimity made him feel verv small.

felt ohairrined sucti

iiiu

lere! one must reform," he thought; and instead of
to a restaurant and spending fifty or sixty franes over

his dinner, he retrenched by dining with the Duchesse do
M.iiifrigneuse. and told her about the letter.

'•i should like to see that man," she said, letting her eyes
•iiiii" like two fixed stars.

"W hat would you do?"
"Why, he should numage my affair- for me."
Iiiiine de ^lauffigneuse was divinely dnssed ; she meant

li' r toilet to do honor to Vieturnien. Tlie Kviiv with which
-!:i' tre;ited his affairs or, more properly speakinLT, liis debts
fa-i iiiated him.

The charming pair went to the Italiens. Xever had that

l";ii!tiful and enchanting woman looked more seraphic mo;e
iihtfeal. Xobody in the house could have believed that she had
'!'t- which reached the sum total mentioned bv de Mar>^ay
!!.;• very morning. No single one of the cares nf earth had
t"ii! lied that publime forehead of hers, full of woman's pride

"f liie highest kind. In her. a pensive air seemed to be

-•'tH" sleam of an eartlilv lov. . nobly extinguished. The men
li;' tlie most part were wagering that Victurnien, with his

Mifl
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handsome (i-rurc. lai.l Ii.t iinilcr conliil.uiiori ; wliilc th.> wo-
men, sure of their rival's Mihtfifu^re. a.hnircd her as Miehaol
Anpelo admired Itaphad, in i,rll„. \'ieturnieii loved Diano,
aceording to one of these ladies, for the sake of her hair—
siie had the most hcaiitiful fair iiair in France; another main-
tained that Diane's pallor was her principal nuTit. for nhe
was not nall.v well shajicd, her dress made llw m.wt of Imt
fiKure; yet others thoui.'ht that Victurni.n lov.d her for li.r

foot, her one -.'ood j)oint, for she had a Ihit li^ure. jJut

(and thi 'irin-rs the present-da.v manner of I'aris hcfore you
in an astonishing manner) wluTeas HI the men said that "the

Duchess was subsidizing N'icturnien's splendor, the wotiicn.
on the other hand, gave people to understand that it was Vic-
turnien who paid I'ur tlie angel's wings, as Itastignac said.
As they drove hack again, Victurnien had it on the tip of

his tongue a score of times to open this chapter, for the
Duchess' debts weighed more heavily upon his mind than
his own; and a score of times his purpose died away before
the attitude of the divine creature beside him. He could .«oe

her by the light of ;he carriage lamps; she was bcwitelun!:
in the love-languor which always seemed to be e.Morted h\
the violence of passion from her madonna's purity. The
Duchess did not fall into the juislake of talking of her virtue,
of her angel's estate, as provincial women, her imitators, do.

She w.v. far too clever. Sbc made bim. for wh.mi she made
such great sacrifices, think these things for himself. At the
end of six months she could make him feel that a harmless
kiss on her hand was a deadly sin: she contrived that every
grace should be extorted from her. and this with such con-
summate art. that it was impossible no to feel that she was
more an angel than ever when she yielded.

^

None but Parisian women are ( lever enough always to
give a new charm to the mo(m. tr, n.manticize^the stars, to

roll in the same sack of charcoal and emerge each time whiter
than ever. Tbi^ is the highest refim ineiit of intellectual and
Parisian civilization. Wr.men beyond the H!iin(> or the Eng-
lish Channel believe nonsense of thi:, sort when they utter
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It: uliilc yuiir Piirisicnnc mnkos Iter Invcr t.clicve that she is

in :iii;;rl, tlif licitcr to adil to liis liliss hy llattcrinj; Itia vanity
:
both sides—tfrnponil Jind spiritual. Certain persons,

!
Mfirtors of the Diiclic^s, iTiaintain that she was the first

! ij - of her own white inaj:ic. A wi.'kod slander. The
jiuihiss hclicvcil ill notJiin^' hut licrscjf.

I'.v the end of the year ls>':5 tlie Kellers had supplied Vic-
iiiiiiii n with two hundred thousand francs, and neither Ches-
':• i nor Mile. Arniande knew anythin-,' ahout it. He had had,
'"-Mies, two thousand ( rowiis from Chesnel at one time and
;iii'.t!ier. the hetter to hide the sources on which he wa.s

'iiMuinj:. He wrote lyinj,' letters to his poor father and aunt.
«'" lived (.11, happy and deceived, like most luqipy |)e()ple

:.:'I'T the sun. 'i'he insidioiH current of life in I'uris was
MiiiL'in;,' a dreadful cata-troplie iipuii the fjreat and noble
:.:.-!

: and only (Uie person wa.- in the secret of it. This was
'Iti (foisier. He rul.bed his hands gleefully as ho went past
1.1 tlie dark and looked in at the Antuiuities. He had ;;ood
!;.• of attaininj,^ his end-; and his ends were not, as hereto-
f-n. the simple ruin of the d'Hsfrrif^nons. hut the dishonor
-i ilieir house, lie felt instinctively at such times thai his

p . !i_re was at hand ; he scented it in the wind ! He had iieen

- i of it indeed from the day when he discovered that the
• Ml: Count's burden of debt was growing too heavy for the

'"'' U) bear.

!"i Croisier's first step was to rid himself of his most
! !! l enemy, the venerable Chesnel. The ;:ood old man lived
!' I'le Rue du Bercail, in a house with a steep-piiclicd roof.

'[' n was a I'ttle paved courtyard in front, where the rose-
iiu-hes <:rew and clambered uj) to the windows of the upper
~:"rv, Behind lay a little country jrarden, with its box-edired
'"iilers, shut in by damp, ploomy-lookin": walls. The prim,
i:r,iv-painted street door, with its wicket openinir and bell

.1'Mi lied, announced quite as plainly a- the otVicial scutcheon
i: ;• "a notary lives here."

I; was half-past five o'clock in the afternoon, at which hour
ti' old man usually .sat digesting his dinner. He had drawn

ii

h

, I

4 '
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his l)!ii<k liatli( r-ri)\rr((! ariucliair In rmr ilir dri', ami jiiii

on his aniiur, 11 |iaiiil(i| iia-tclMiard cutitrivaiu-t' ^^lla|R'(l liki

a toji liiHii. wliicli |tr()twl«'il liis ^toiKin^jcd Ic^rs fnuii tlif lical

of till' firi': fnr il was oin- of tin- j^'ond man's habits to sil

for a uhili' al'iir dinner with his fcrt n;i tl r i\n<:ri and to stii

u|i tiif irlouiii;: (iiaU. Ili- alwav- air too niuch : Iir was fnriri

of Kood liviii;:. Ala- I it it liad Hot Itccii fur that littk- fail-

in;.', would he iKil lia\i' Im'i 11 more perlecl tl:ati it is permitird

to mortal man to he? <'lie-nel had (ini-hed his cup of colTee.

His old huii-ekeeper had just taken away ilie tray which liml

been used for the pnrpo-e for tli" la-t twenty years. He was

uaitin;; for his clerks to <:<> lieriirc he himself went out for his

pime at cards, and meamUiile he was thinking'— no need to

ask of whom or u hat. .\ day .-eldo'ii pa-sed hut he ..-kod liirii-

Hflf, "Wiiere is III' ^ U'liat i.^ lie doiii;:;-" He thoujrlit that

the Count wa.s in Italy wiili ihi' fair Duehes.se do Maufri-

gnou.se.

When every franc nf a man's furtune has come to him,

not by inheritance, hut thronirh his own earning' and saviiif.',

it is one of his sucetot plea-iiics to Icdk hack npon the pain.^

that have f;one to the making: of it. and then to plan cut

a future for iiis crowns. 'I'his it is to conjupile the verb "to

enjoy" in every tense. .\nd the old lawyer, wdiosc affections

were all bound up in a siiiLrle altachinent, was thinkin<.' that

all the carefully-clio.-en. wcll-lilled land which he had pinchnl

and scraped to buy would nne day ;(> In round the d'Ks;:ri-

irnon estates, and the thoii;:hi duuiiled his plcasur(\ His

priile swelled as ho sat at his ea-e in the old armchair; ami

the huildiiisi- (d" Lilnwini: coals, whii h Ih' rai-ed with the toiiL,'-!,

sometimes seemed to him to he the ild iiuhje hi. use built up

auM'n. thanks to his care. He pictnr. d tlie youni: fount's

prosperity, and toM himself that he hud iK.tie well to live for

.such an aim. Chesnel was not la(!>i!ej- in intidliirenee: sheer

goodness was not the sole source .if liis preaf devotion; ho

had a pride of his own; he wa- likf the nobles wlio Used to

re'iuild a pillar in a cathedral lo iii-eiil,(. their name upon it;

he meant liia name to be remeuiLcnd hv tlie ^Tcat house whidx



iji^^

TirnJEALOT-SlKS OF A (orNTItY TOWN 1"JI

hi I'.ifl rosfori'fl. Kilt

gp( .ik of (t|(i Ciu'-^ni'I. .Fust al fl

lire p'ruTiition- <,( .ITN-riKn-tiH shotiM

c.inir ill with si;fin (.f .Mrcinc aliinii iu I

"Is the house 1,11 (ire, Mri^'ittc z"
'Soriicthin^' ')f tin. ..,,rt," said she. 'il

W.UlllIlir to speak tn Mill --"

lis [ii.itit hi, (iM hdilM'keffXT

UT ( ullt.tl'tlaTli

(Tf |s M. liii ( roisior

"M. (Ill Croi- NT," IV|.e,||,,| Ihf. ..hi Inwv.T. A >tali (if (•,.!<!

nii-trivin^' ^ravc him ... -hai-ji a pan- at tli.. !i,:ift t

dr-ppi'd the ti.iiKs. -.M. ,hi (

"' ur chief eiieiiiv I"

I'll Croisier eaiu.' in fit tlial

iii!:k in a (lairv. II.. ni'id.' a

lal III-

n.isier luTe:" thou'dit h.

nioiiicnt. like a .'at that seent.s

how. seated liini-elf i|Uietl', in
tl' caM-ciiair uiii.h the lawMr hrou:,'lit furwani. and

a hill fi.r tui, hundred juid

ir.i-

jinn. ipal and inierot. the tolai

lueiity-MVen tlmu-and

;,ii .(I to M. X'irtiirni.'ii in hilLs ..f

iinmunt of >unis ad-
V. ,iarii;e .jrawn upun du

Cn.iM.T. and .lulv h.m.ire.i h_v im,, ()f th.'^.., h.' now d
ninndi-d imnie.liate payment "ilii a threat of procet.dinjr to
'MI. unties with the hiii--pi, -iiMiplix v- <if the li..u>e. Chesnel
•unr<\ the unhi.'kv leiters ,.\rr ..

t !:. my t.. keep th

n" hy ..n.'. an. I a-ked tl \e

p I lie s.cret. i 111., he en,::ai,'ed to d.) if 1

u'lthm l(>rt\-ei<.dit

ic wern
i(iur<.

ilf !;;lij .ihli;:ed \;ir

11 .' \v as pressed f.ir nion(n-

:

•rii - of the (i

loiis nianiila.lurets: and there followed
naiuial fiction, hv h

H

rp. wers are de.'eived. ('

icli neither notaries nor

Iv keen 1p liacK the tears. T
r:i;-!ni: the money; he mii-t niort-iL'c his own I:

ii-n..rs eyes were dim ; he could
•re was hut one wav of

t!;. ;r fuU value. IJut wh.ii du (

n.Is up to

III Me way of repavi

roisi.r learne.l the dilli.'ultv

11. nt. he fofLMt tliat he was hard ])ress..d"
'!" lonirer wanted ready nmnev. ami sudd

•I proposal to iiiiv

'III

ii- tile thouLdi^ .,r the -on .d" tho h

I'niy canu^ out
lo olil hiwyer's f.roporty. The <i\\o

not
pl<'ti'd within t\v.> .lays. l'....r Chesnel could

loii-e nniJertrmnLj a five
imi.risonniint h>r deht. S.> in a few davs' t rne noth-

•-' rcn,;iin((l to him hut his [iradicc, tho sums that were d
ill. and tlie h.u-e in which h.' lived. ('hesn(>l.

110

his
trippe.l

lajid.-. paced to and fro in his private office, paneled

i

M

'*

»^&4|.9
1 •9H

|«j
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f
'il

-
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witli .Lirk oak, liis cyo<, fixed on i'lc hrv,.!,.,! (mI.'ps of tI,o
chestnut .Toss-hcani:'. of the (cilinir, (.r on tli.^ trolHs..,! vuie.
HI tiio -.•inlcu .,ut>i.l... ]U> was not thinkii,- „f hi, f,r,„.
now, Jiorof I,.. Jan], his dcMr hoiisr in tl,<' cnunlrv; not h.'

'•What will iHTOineof liini? He ondu to cnniV Lack •

tiiov
must marry linn to sonio ri, h licirr-s/* he sai.l to hiin-^elf-
and his ;u-s were dim, his hrad hcavv.

IJou- to approach Mllo. Ar.nand,.; and in wliat word, to
break the neus to her, he did not know. Th,. man wiio )nd
just paid the d.Ms oi- the family quaked at the thuied't of cm-
f^ssuj^r these thm-s. Jlc went from the Rue du H, 'reail to th.
Hotel (1 KVn-non with pulse> throl.hir)- like so„„. nirp. h„,r,
when she leaver l,er fatl.^rV ro<,f hy .teallh. not u. return
agani till she js a mother and h.^r heart i- hr^ken

_

Mile. Armando, had just ree.'iv..! , charming hotter chann-mg m Its hypocrisy. Jl,,- ncj.hew was the haj.piest ,nan
under the sun. He h,,d heen to the baths, he had hccn
raveling ,u Italy with Mm,., d. .Maufrigneuse, and now ^,m
us jou,-nal to his ,.unt. Kvery .enten.e was instinct uuh
Jove. there were cn.-haiuing d. ...riptions of Venice an.i
fascinating appreciations o{ tlu" great works of Venetian art

•

thije were most wonderful ,,ages full of the Duonio at Milan'
and again of Floivnee; he described the Apennines, andhow they d,(!^>red from the .\lps, and how in some village
like ( hiavar. happiness lay all aroun.l vou, readv made ^

ihe poor aunt was under the .^pdl. She .aw the fir tf

country of love, she saw, hovering above the land, the an .4
whose tenderness gave to all that heautv a burning gl^v.
She was drinking in tlie letter at long .Irau-hts; liow should
It have been otherwise? The girl wl,,, had put love from l,.r
was now a woman ripened by reprised an.l ,,cnt-up pass„w..
by all the longings continually and uladlv offered iip a-: a
sacrifice on the altar of the hearth. Mile.' Am.ande was not
like the nuches^. She did not ln„k like an an-el She wp.
rather like the little, straight, slim and slender, ivorv-tintci
stn nes. whi,.h tho.^e wonderful sculptors, th.> luiilder^ of
tailiodrals, placed here and there about the buildin-^ Wild
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I.!..pr« Pomotimo. fln.l a hoi,] in tl,e .Ian,,, nicho., and woivc
a ^n.wnof lu.autiful I.hu.lK.ll Ouwor. al.out Ur. carvc-d stone
.\! this momont the hluo buds wore unf<,|,lin.r in the fair

II "s eyes. Mile, .\rmande h)vcd tl

•V stood apart from real life: si

le eliarnim;^ couple as

\i "11 1(

irricd woman's love for Viotur
1 nave judrr,.(l harshlv; but in this

H- saw nothinjj wrong in
nien

; any other woman she

,'.( r m
irrs,

.iiid

ani

jrotl

but in this ease, not to have h)ved
'11 the unpardonable sin. Aunts,

isters have a code of their own for nephews and

phew would have b

lers

Armande was in Venice: she saw the lines of
her side of the (J rand ("anal: sh

-• that stand on eit

in A'icturnien's irond

fairy

11 had been to feel that the Duchess' I

ola:Iie was tellinir her what ha

e was

ppi-

n, to know that
autifu] hand lay in

''•ast of the amorous Queen of Ital

le loved him as they floated to.gethor on

moment of bliss

lan seas.

I lie <rarden walk. It

d

>uch as an<rels k

But even in

Mas CI'lesne

now. some one aj)peared
Al

tnad on the ^rravel mioht h
tl!ie sound of

live been the sound of the
< runnincj frfuu Death's hour-lass to be tro.lden under
• liod feet. The sound, the siirht of a .hvadful h
in Chesnel's fa

l"»- a sudden recall of the
i"Mli into tlie world of drcam.-

ce. <:a\e her that painful shock which

peless

senses when tlie ^oul 1

fol-

la.s sent them
What is it :- ^lle cned, as il some stab had pierced ti, her

Ml is lost!" said riiesncl. •.\r.

li'ii'T up(in the lioii-;e if

le Comte will brini,' dlis-

IlK bill.-

ve do not set it in order.
and de-eribed t! le a

-im[
irony of the last few d.

rie field

>le l)ui viudi-ous and toiiehinir words.
I.'^e is deceivi nir lis '1'

:ii de, her heart

le mi>ei-aMe 1>OV cried
-wellinir as the blood

s'vs in

Mile.

ivv throbs
i Tired back to it

|.ei u< both say niia riil/,a. iiiademoiM-'l

! -tniiily: "we have ah.av'

• . he needed stern iruidnii

le." t

allowed him to have his

le old lawyer

own
CO ; !ir

Il voiir incxiici lenci of liA

eoiild not have it from
nor f

h-teu to me. He has had uo motiier

ri'Ui me, for he would

^|:

i
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'Tato sn,„..ii,n(s (loals terribly xviili a nc.hle hoi,- in ,!.-

cay, .<a],l Mile. Annan.U', with tears in her ev.s
The Mar.,.us eanio up as she spoke. He ha<l heen walkingup ami .|.,un the .iranh-n while he r.a.l the letter s<.nt l.v hisson aft.r Ins rnurn. Viet„rni..n isnx. i,i. itin.Tarv fro„, an

anstoerat s p,„„, „f vi.w: t.Ilin^^ hnv,- h. had he.n" wdeon,,.,]
1^- the ^,vate.t Italian f:n,nli..s „r .;.,,.„, Turin. Milan
H..renee. Awn,.... Ron,., ami Xapl... This tlatlerin^r r.eep-'
tion lu. ouv,l to his ,>a„,e. he sa„i. an,l partlv. perhaps, to the
l)uehe.. as well In .h,,,.. h„ ,.„, n,ade his aiUarance
nia,<,'nitie..ntly, an<l as hrfhtcl a .ri-l-ri-non
"Have you been at ynur old trieksrchesnel r"' asked the

Jlarquis.

Mile \r ande ,nade Chr-ur] .;, ,.a-er si-n, dreadful to
see. Ihey und..rsteud ea, 1, o,h.r. Th. poor father, the
tlow.T of teiKial iuaior. nniM ,li,. wl;I, ;,|l hi< illusions V'
eonipaet ot sih^iur and d^voiinn wa. ratifir.l !,..;«,.,„ the tw
nohle hearts !,y a simple in.-li],ation of ih- h-ad.

^Mi: (•h,.>n,.|. it wa. nut cxaetly in tliis wav that the
i\h.^n^nnu< went in-o li.dy at !!.. end of tho 'fourteenth
eentury. wh.ai Mar-hal Trivulxio. in ih,. servi,.. of the Kin.
of -ram-... sorv..l nnd.r . d-K-n^n^.n. v,h„ had a liavard t^o
under his ord.iv. Oihor tim-.. oihor p!ra>nn-s. \nd for
thai matter, iho l)u,h,., !,. Maufri^neuM' is at least" the
equal ot a .Marehcsa di SMiii,,!,-,.-

And on thestron^ihof hi. p...alo^i,.al tree, the old man
swun- him>olt olf with a eoxeond.V air. a~ if ho him-elf h'ld
onee mado a cuiquest of tho Mareh. -a di Spi,,ohi, ami still
po>s,.,-;,-d the Dnehoss of to-dav.

'i'he lu-o .ompani.ms in unhappinc- ^u'rr h.ft to^rother on
the n,„,!,.n h,.noh. with the same tho,,,!,, ,•„, ,, ,,„,^^| ,,f ^„,j,„,
Ihey sat tor a Ion- time, savin- linir .ave vairue. unmean-m- word-^. waichin- the fathor walk awav in his ha
ge.-tienlatin- a^ if he wore talkiu:: t<. hiii.M.lf.

"What will I,,,.on f him nou :-- Mlk Armande asked
alter a while.

liappiness,

'Du C'roisier has .sent instruction.- to the MM. Keller; he

: !
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i= not to Ik- allowed to dra^v any more without authoma-

;-And thoro aro debts,'- continued Mile. Annande.
I am afraid so.

'•If he is left without resources, wliat will he do'"
'I dare not answer that question to mvself

"

••f'.nt he nu,st he drawn out of that Iif;, he tnust come back
t" u-. f,r he will have nothin-- left

"

'And nothin. else left to him." ('hesnH said -doomilv. But
;
'i 'f

"'7' r
"•' >''^ f ^ ""t and could not understand the

fiill force of those words.
••U_ there any hope of .jettin.n: ],im away from that woman,
i! Duchess.-' Perlaps slie leads him on."
••He would not ti.-k at a crime to be with her," said

(
^'sne

. trym.u' to pave the way to ..n intolerable thought by
('(tiers le.«s intolerable. * ^

"('riine," repeated .Mile. .Vrmando. "Oh, Chesnel. no one
i.nt you won d think of such a thin.irl" she added, with a
«-.-!uT,n.r look: before such a look from a woman's eves no-nal can stand. "There is but one crime that a" noble
ran rommit-the crime of high treason: and when he is be-
'>a'l-'d, the block is covered with a black cloth, as it is for
KiriLfS.

••The time,s have changed very much," said (^hesnel, shak-
ing lus W. Victnrnien had thinned his last thin, v hite
hairs -Our Martyr-King did not die like the English Kin-
<-liaries. "

That thought soothed Mile. Armande's splendid indigna-
tion

;

a shudder ran through her; bnt still she did not realize
^vii.it ( hesnel meant.

To-morrow we will decide what we must do." she said-
• ' needs th >uglit. At the worst, we have our lands

"

•Us," said Chesnel. "Y„u and M. le :\[ar(iuis own the
f'>tat.. conjointly: but the larger part of it is vours. You
> -in rai.se money upon it without saying a word >o him."
Ihe players at whist, reversis, boston, and back-

15
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gammon noticed tliat cvcnin^r tliat Mllo. Armando's features
usually so serene and pure, sliowed signs of agitation

"That poor heroic eliild !" said the ohl Marquise de
Casteran, "she must he suffering still. A woman never knows
what her sacrifices to lier family may cost her."
Xext day it was arranged with Chesnel that :\nie. Armande

should go to Paris to snatch her nephew from p.rdition If
any one could carry off Victurnien. was it not the woniu.
v^'ho^o motherly heart ye.>rne,l over him? Mile. Armand.made up her mind that she would go to the Duchesse de
Maufngneuse and tell her all. Still, some sort of pretext
was necessary to explain the journey to the Marquis and the
whole town At some cost to her maidenlv .lelicacv. MileArmande allowed it to he thought that slie was sufferinc. from
a complamt which called for a consultation of skillwl ar.d
ceebrat(.l physicians, (lood.ess knows whether the town
alked of tins or no! Rut Mile. Armande saw that some-
thing far more to her than her own rcutation was at .«take
She set out Chesnel brought her his last bag of louis- .he
took It, without paying anv attention to it, as she took her
white capuehine and thread mitton«

"Generous girl ! What grace!- he said, as he put her into
the^carriage with her maid, a wo,„an who looked like a gray

Du Croisier had ,l,o,„I,t o„t his revenge, as provincials
think out everything. F„r .ludving o„t a question in all its
hearings, there are no folk in thi. world like savages, peasants,and provincials: .,„d tins is how. when thcv proceed from
thought to action, you find every contingencv provided forfrom beginning to end. Diplomatists are children compared
with these classe< of mammals; they have time before Ihem,
an elernent w iicli ,s lacking to tho.^e people who are obliged
to think about a great many things, to ^-.perintend the pro-
ress of all k,n,1s of schemes, to look forward for all sort- of
contingencies ,n the wider interests of human affairs. Haddu Croisier sounded poor Victurnien's nature so well thatho foresaw how easily the young Count would lend himself
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xn hl< scl.cni.-s of rovonpe? Or Avas Ir. merclv profiling l,y
.:'.: ..pportunity for which lio ha.l b....i. on the uateh'for
.'..r..-' One cireumstanoo tliere was. to he sure, in his inan-
i..r of preparing his stroke, which shows a certain skill

!!.> was It that gave .lu Troisier warning of the moment?
W ,» _,t the Kellers ? Or could it have been I'resiJent du Kon-
" nt s son, then finishing iiis law studies in rari^'--

I'u Croisier wrote to Victurnien, telling niui that the Kel-
.

I- !ki(1 been instructed to advance no more inonev; and tiiat
1

=Nr was timed to arrive jib-t as the Duchesse 'de Maufri-
-!. ;iM' was in the utmost perplexitv, and tlie Comte d-K^-rri-
^iiH. consumed by the sense of a povcTty as dna.iful as it was
.nnningly hidden. The wretched voung man was excrtin-
ai; his ingenuity to seem as if he were wealthy !

"

\nu- in the letter which informed the victim that in future
';. -''ilors would make no further advances without security,
;':•' was a tolerably wid.' sjiace left between the forms of
ii!i exaggerated respect and the signature. It was quite easy
t" trar off the best jiart of the letter and convert it into a
l':n n\ exchange for any amount, ^i'bc diabolical missiv<. had
'
V, n been enchwd in an enveloi)". so ilial the other side of the

~^..t was i)lank. When it arrived. Victurnien was writhing
': ;l..- lowest depths of despair. After fvo v.-ars of the mcwt
!

• -pcrous, sensual, thouglitless. an, I Iuxuri(,us lif... lu found
!^ iiiHll face to face with the most inexorable poverty; it wa.s
an absolute impossibility to procure money. Thnv had been
H ;;. throes of crisis before the journ.'v came to an end
With the Duchess' help he had managed to extort various
M't.;< from bankers; but it had been with the greatest
<!!:!i'iilty, and. moreover, those very amounts were about to
>!;!ri up again before him as ovenlue l)il!s of exchauL'-.' in all
lii.ir rigor, with a stern summons to pav from th.' Hank
"i France and the -ommercial court. .Ml throuirh the en-
,i'>;.inents of those hist weeks the unhappy Ikiv ha<l felt the
P'^nt of the Commander's sword; at every supper-party ho
1

ard. like Don Juan, the heavy tread ..f the statue (mtside
iJfi-'n the stairs. He felt an unaccountable creeping of the flesh

Jj

Iff
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a warning: tliat the sinuco of debt is ni^'li at Imnd. fff
reckoned .,ii chaiur. For fiv.. years he had n.'ver turned in
a blank in the lottery: his purse had always been rei)lonished.
After ('he>nel had come du ('roi>ier (he tohl liiinself), after
du Croisier surely another ^'old niin.' would pour out it^
wealth. And besides, he was winning' ^'reat sums at phiv
his luek at [.lay had saved hiiu several unpleasant steps al-
ready : and often a wild hope sent him to the Salon dcs
Ktranirers onl lo lose his winnings afterwards at whist at the
club, ilis life for the j)ast two months had been like the
immortal finale of Mozart "s /;,;/( (lunnmn : and of a truth,
if a youuK "lan has eome to such a pli^dit as Vieturnien's,'
that finale is enou^di to make him >hudder. Can anything
better prove the enormous power of musie than that sublime
renderin<( of the disorder and confusion ari-in.Lr out of a life
wholly <>iven up to sensual indulLrenee:- that fearful picture
of a deliberate elfort to shut out the thouLdit of debts and
duels, deceit aiul evil luck? In that musie Mozart disputes
the palm with Moliere. The terrific finale, with its srlow. its

power, its despair and lau.Lditer. its <rrislv spectres and elfish
women, centres about the prodi-ar? last ..tfort made in the
after-supper heat of wine, the frantic Mruiri-de which ends
the drama. Victurnien was livin- throu-h this infernal
poem, and alone. He saw visions of himself—a friendless,
solitary outca.st. reading' the words carved on the stone the
last words on the last pa^e of the hook that had held 'him
spellbound

—

the end!
Yes: for him all would be at an end. and that soon. W-

ready he saw the cold, ironical eyes which his associates wotild
turn unon him. and their amusement over his downfall.
Some oi them he knew were playinir hiirh on that ^'umblin^-
table kept open all day Ion- at the Hmirse. or in private
houses at the eluhs. and anywhere and even-where in Pari^^-
but not one of th.>se men could spare a banknote to -ave an
intimate. There was no h.dp for it—Chesne! must be ruined.
He had devoureci Chesnel's livincr.

Ho sat with the I)uc^:,-ss in their bo.x at tho Ttaliens, the
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wl.ul.. house envying them their happines., an.l while he
--1;^- af her. al! the Furies were tearing at his heart. In!
d.-d to give some idea of the depths of doubt, despair and|a,n.duhty ,n whieh the hoy was groveiu.g; he who' d"g
.. life-the life which the angel ha<l made so fair-who st-d It, that he would have stooped to baseness merely Zmr he, the pLaMin-loving seapegnue. the degeniate
J-^gngnon had even taken out his pistols, had go.fe .o far

.'.^ "> think of suicide. H. who would n^vcr hav. hn.oked the
apfHarance of an insult was abusing himself in language
^^<-i' MO man is l,k..|y to h.ar except from himself.

"

"•• I'.'ft du Croisier-s letter lying ope,, on tlie bed
.'-'plnn had brought it in at nine oVIock. Victurnien-s
n^MHlure had been seized, but he .^K-pt none the les. A^ter
" came back from the Opera, he and the Duchess had 'gone

.
a vouptuous retreat, wlu-re ,Ik,v oft.n spent a few h^urs

to.-ther after the most brilliant court balls and evenin-r
Nrnrs and gaieties. Appearances were verv eleverlv saved'

In,"" r^'l
""'

" ^'""''' '"'" "">' ^'^''^'^ ^" ^" appearance;
.\Ini.. de .Maufr.gneu.se was obliged to bow .ler head with its
....nt feathers or wreath of Howers to enter in at the door;
;- ^v,th,n all the peris of the Kast had made the ..hambe;
; '

|--
And now that the Count was on the brink of ruin he

.- longed to bid farewell to the dainty nest, which he had
''ij'li to realize a day-dream wortliv of his an-el. Pre^cntlv
«iv^.-.-,ty would break the ..n<-hant.d eggs; there would be' no
"^'- of white doves, no brilliant iropic-al birds, no more of
il.'' thousand bright-winged fancies which hov.r above our
;' -is rven to the last days of our lives. Alas ! alas ! in three
'.a>^ he must be gone: his bills had fallen into the hnnd. of

^

•"ioney-lenders, the law proceedings had reached the last

^

An .'vil thought crossed his brain. He would flv with
^:" Duchess; they would live in some undiscovered nook in
IH- wilds of ^orth or South America : but—he would flv with

•' .ortune, and leave his creditors to confront their bills To
'

> out the plan, he had only to cut oil the lower portion

hi

II

ll
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of that letter with dii Cmisirr's siirnatiirr. and to fill in jh
figures to turn it into a Inll. and pnsent it to the Kollerv
ThiTo \va> a droadfnl siniiriric with Iciniitation ; tears wcr
filled, hilt the honor of the fatiiiiy triuniphed. suhjeet to oni
condition. \'i(tiirnien wanted to he sure of his Iteautifu
Diane; h<' wouh! do nothin- unles. she should eonsent t(

th(.ir tii-!it. So h,. wnf to the Duchess in the Hue Fauhourj
Saint-ilonore. and found her in eo-piettish morninsr dross
which cost as iniich in thon-ht as in nioiiev, a fit (lr<-^< ir

which to iH-in to phiy the part of An-el at eleven o'clo.'k ir
tl

111

le morning.

Mine, (ie Maufrigneiise was somewhat pen, ivo. Caro,^
of a similar kind were L'liawin.LT her mind : hut she took the
gallantly. Of .,11 the various feminine organization
ela.^silicd hy phvsi.-iogists, there is (,ne tha
indeseriiiahly terrihie aliout

strength of sou

• t has something,'

it. Such women coinhine
and clear insight, with a faeiiltv for prompt

deciMon. and a :-.eklessne..s. or rather resolution in a crisis
which won hi shake a mairs nerves. And tlu-e powers lie out
of sight heneath an ajipearanee <.f the most graceful lielphss-
ne.ss. Such women only among womankind afford cvamples
of a piionomenon which liutfon recoirni/ed in m;'n alone to
wit, the union, or rather ilie disunion, of two difTt-rent natures
in one human iK-ing. Other women are whollv women:
wholly tender, wholly devoted, whollv mothers, coini)let('lv
null and completely tiresome: „crvcs an.l hrain and hlood
are all m harmony: hut th.' Dirhess. and others like her,
an^ capaMe (,f rising to the hi,;:h(-< lieiohts of feelin<^s or
of si>owing the most selfish i'isensii,ilitv. It is one o^f the
glories of Moliei-e that he has given us a wonderful portrait
of sucl- a woman, from one point of view onlv. in that great-
est of his full-length figures—Celim.-.ne; Celimone is the
typical aristocrat !< woman, as Figaro, the second ediiion of
1 anurge. represents the people.

So the Duc1h->. l»eing overwhelmed vvith debt, laid it upon
herselt to give no more than a monienfs thou<rht to the
avalanche of cares, and to take her losolution once and for
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a!!: \a,.ol,.on roulr] take up or lay .loun t!u. burden of hiso„,.|„s ,n pn-n.. y .h. s.,n.. way. Tlu- Du.-lu.s possessed
O..' fa.u ty of standing, aloof fro,„ h^rsHf : sho ..ould look on- .. .^ H-tator at the crash when it eame. instead of subuuftin." i- '"'ned beneath. This was certainly .n.-t, but repulsive
;"

^' ;v"man. When sh.- awoke in the mornin. .he eo leeted
-•tho..ghts;andbytlH.tinu.shelu,dbe,un,o.[r;';!^

i.a.l looked at the dan^^T in its fullest extent au.l fa.nl the
l;'.".l..mes of terrifu. downfall. Sh. pondered. .Should' ake refuge ,n a f<,re,g„ eountrv-v („• ,|,„„,,, ,,,,.
U:. K.ng and declare her debts to bin. ? Or again, should shef- nate a du T.llet or a Xueingen. and gan.ble on ,heM-k exchange to j.ay her creditors!^ The cuv nmn would
'^=" the money; he would be intelligent enough' to bring her-tlung but the profits, without so ,nueh as tn.ntion,,,: the
l"-es. a jHcce of delicacy which would gloss all over The
'
i'a^trophe, and tlu'se various ways of averting it. had all

i^
>. reviewed .piito coolly, calmly, and without trepida-

As a naturalist takes up .some king of butterfli.s andiMens lum down on cotton-wool with a pin. m. \In,e de
.V:n:,ngneuse had plucked love out of her lu.art while' she
;>.Hlcred the necessity of the moment, an.l was ,p,i„. readv to
Aiua<.e the beautiful j.assion on its imma..ulato settin.r so
soon as her duch.^s" coronet was safe. She kn.w non:^ of
i:elies,tatH,n w uch (^.rdinal Kichelieu bi<l from all the world
;nt I, .p.. Joseph; none of tb.. doubts that Xapo!,.on kep. at
r^' entire^- to himself. '•!• ith.T the one or the other," .he

t"'il herself.

>h,'^-as sitting by th<. fire, givin,^ order, for her toilette
;!

a drive in the Bois if the weath.T should !„. fine when
\ icturnien came in.

The Conite dT:
keen intellect.

rrignon, with all his stifled

was in exactlv tl

hee-n looked for in the wom
"' state which

rapaeitv, hi.s

iniirbt have

violently, the perspiration brok

iin- His heart wa< beatin"'
e f)ut o

Ul his dandy's trappings; he was afraid

ver him as be stood
as yet to lav a hand

n
! t
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on the conn r-loiic which upli.Id ihc pvniiiiKl ,,f his h
with Diane. Sd much ii cost him to know the truth. T]
eleven's! men utv fain to deceive th. m>clves on <uie or H
points if the truth mice known is likely to humiliate thoi
in tiieir own eyes, and dama^'e thi'n:>el"ves with themsolvc
Victurnien forced his oun irresolution into tlie lield hv eon
mitlin^' hini:-elf.

"Wliat is the matter with you r" Diane di' Mawfri^rneu.
had said ut once ut the .sjjrht of lier heloved Victuniicu'
face.

"Why, dear Diane. I am in such iier,ile\ity ; a man ;:()n

to t!ie hottoni and at his last .uasp is iiappy in comparison'!^"
"Pshaw : it is nothing:." said she; -you are a diihi. Let u:

see now; tell me aliout it."

"1 am hopelessly in deht. I have come to the end of nn
tether."

^

"Is that all:-" said she. smiling at him. "\fonev matters
can always he arran^^ed somehow or other; nothing is ir-

retrieval)le except disasters in love."

Victurnien's mind heinjr <,.t at rest hy this swift mm-
prehension of his position, he unrolled the hri-jht-eolored
web of his life for tiie la.M two years and a half ; hut it was
the ,^eamy side ;tf it which he displayed with something of
genius, and still more of wit. to his Diane. He told his^'tale

with the ins])iration of the monieni. which fails no one in
great erises

; he had sullicicnt artistic skill to .<et it off bv a
varnish of delicate scorn for men iiml thinirs. It was "an
aristocrat who sjMjke. And the Duchess listened as she could
listen.

One knee was raised, for sh.' sat with her foot on a stool.

She rested her eIl)ow on her knee and leant her face on lirr

hand so that her lin;:ers closed dainiily over her shapely chin.

Her eyes never left li;-: hut thou,i:ht> hy mvriads flitted' under
the blue .'surface, like gleams of stormy light between two
clouds. Hei forehead was calm, her mouth gravlv intent-
grave with lov,.: her lip> were knoiie,l fast 1)v victurnicii's
lips^. To have iier li>tening thu.- w;i. i„ believe that a divino
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].A, fl„vv..<1 from Jht hrnrt. WlKTcfor.., wl.cn tlie Ccunt h.i.l

i.rnp„,,.,| fli^r!,, to this s„„l. >o ,.|„srlv krnt U, \n^ own. IhmouI.I
rim help cryinL'. ''Von arc an an;:ci:"
The fair Maufri^mcusc made silent answer; hut she had

n-i --mkcn a.« yet.

•<i-.-i. very j:oo(i.-' she sii,l at la.t. (She had not pivcn
h'T-rlf u[' to the love expressed ill her face; licr mind had
.- n entirely ahsorhd \,y decp-hiid schemes wiii. h she kept to
.'!"-«lf.) "Hut that is not the question, dear" (The
".U!:.'rl" was only "that" hy this time.) ^Lrt us ilnuk of
\-ur atrairs. '^ es. we will ^o, and the .sooner the better \r-
niii'v It all; r will follow you. It is f:l.,riou> to leave i'aris
"Hi the world hehind. I will set ahoiit my preparations in
Mi.il a way that no one can suspect anything'."

/ >rill follow you! .lust .so Mile. Mars niiidit ha v.. spokenf— words to send a thrill throujzh two tlioiis.n<l lisieninjr
u'.'v. and women. When a Duehcsse de Maufri-ncuse ofFer.s
ill Mich words, to make such a .sacrifice to love, she has paid'
h'T debt. How should Viclurnion speak of .sonlid details
!!!" tfiat? He could so much the better hide his

^. :e,nes, because Diane was partu'ularlv careful not to in-
'liiMv into them. She wa,s now. and aJwavs. a.s de .Marsay
Si '!. an invited pucst at a banquet wreatlied with roses k
ansuet which mankind, as in duty bound, made ready for

In r.
•'

\i<turnien would not ^-o till tlie promise had been sealed
1" riiust draw courage from his happines.s before ho could
'•ill- him.self to do a deed on which, as he inwardly told
1 Hi-elf. ,,eople woiihl be certain to put a had construction
^' :i (md this was the thought that decided him) he counted
'•n Ms aunt and father to hush up the affair; he even counted
_n

( hesnel. Che.snel would think of one more compromise.
I'" -ide.s, -this business," as he called it in his thouirhts, was
'[' 'inly way of raising money on tlu' familv estate. With''' hundred thousand francs, he and Diane would lead a

;''v life hidden in some palace in \'enice; and ther.' they
'

l'

forget the world. They wont through their rouiance
111 iiKancp
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Next (l.u \i.iiiriii. ti iikmI.' uiii ,i i.lH f,,r il,r,.,. hiin.liv
thousau.l Irarics, aiid hmk il \„ the K.!|..r>. The KvlU-i
ndvamni tlif i.ion.A, fm- .lu Cini,,. r li,i|,|Mri..| to have
balaiicr at tlu- linir; l,i,t tli.s un-lr in Iri Inni know that li

must not draw a-aui on th.iii without >:ivm^' th.'iu iiotic,
Du CroisuT, Miu.h a.Moin.h.d. a>krd f,,,- a .tat.inrnt of ac
counts. It was >,.nt. I'^cryihing uas i.splauud. 'I'h.' da'
of liiti vfiigcanci,' liad arriv.'d.

When Victiirnicn had drawn "his" nion.'v, ho took it ti

Mnio. d.' .Maufri-nciiM.. Sh.- h.ckrd up the hanknotes ir

hor desk, and iirojH,>,.d to hid ili.. world faivwdl hv jr„in),' u
th." Opora to scu it for the last time. \-i(turinen was
thoughtful, al)sent, and uneasy. He was h.'uMiinin- to retl.rt
He tiiouulu that hiri seat in tJie Duehess' ho.v might eost hiin
<iear: that perhaps, when ii.- had put the three hundre.l ihou-
sand Iranes in safety, it wouhl he Letter to travel post, to
fail at Ciiesnel's feet, and tell him all. Mut [...fore th.^v Irft
the opera-huuse, tho Duchess, in spite of Iier.-.^lf. gave" Vie-
turnien an adorable glauce, her eyes were sliming with the
desire to go i.aek once more lo hid farewell to the ne.^t whirh
she loved .s,, mueh. And hoy that he was, he lost a
night.

The next day, at three o'clock, he was hack again at the
iJotel de Maufrigneuse: lu- had come to take the Duchess'
orders for that night's escape. .\nd, "Whv should we go?"
asked she; "I have thought it all out. 'I'he Vieomtesse de
Bcau.seant and the Duchesse de Langeais disappeared. If I

go too, it will be something <|uite (omnKmplace. Wo will
brave the storm. It will he a far finer thing to do. I am
sure of success." \'ictiirni.'n*s eye.s (iazzled : he felt as if hi=
skin were dissolving and the hlr>od oozing out all over him.
"What is the matter with you ?" cried the fair Diane, notic-

ing a hesitation which a woman never forgives. Your trulv
adroit lover will hasten to agree will, any fancv that Woman
may fake into h(>r head, and suggest reasons for doing other-
wise, while leaving her free exercise- of her right to change
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Hiiiiil. hir iiitftitions. and xintiiiifiits p-ntTally a» ofti'ti tut
>i.

|||.^l<(•^^. N'ictiirnifii was aiiKrv for tli. iirsl tiiin', an^ry
A '!i thf wrath of a wt'uk man of po.-ric tcni|MTaiii<'t!! . it was
,! 'Ttri of rain iirid li^rlitninj.' Hashes, hut no 1 '.under fol-

h'.\'>\. 'I"he iirip'l on wlio-e faitli he had risked mori' than
In- life, the honor of his [loiise. was very roiij^hlv handh'd.

">n," said she, "we liave •oriie to this after ei^rhtoon
ni^riihs of terxhTtioss! '^'oii are iitikiiid. verv unkind. (Jo
.lu.n !— I do not want to see you a',Min. I tliought that you

me. ^'oii do not."

/ do not loifi ijuui" repeated he, thunderstruck by the re-
ftrn.M h.

"No, monsieur."

•\,i(l yet " he cried. "Ah! if you but knew what I

!. j.isf done for your sake I"

".\nd how have you dotie so much for me, monsieur? As
if

1 man ou^ht not to do anything for a woman that has done
r'i nueh for him."

'\ou are not worthy to know it!" Victurnien cried in a
pi-ion of anger.

"nil!"

\f!er that sublime "Oh!" Diane bowed her head on her
I.himI ;ind sat. still, cold, and imjilaeable as angels naturally
itii, be expected to do, seeing that llie\ share none oi liie

!'.i-ions of humanity. At the sight of the woman he loved
in this terril)l(> altitude, Victurnien forgot his danger. Flad
lie not just that moment wronged the most angelic creature
i"i 'iirth? lie longed for forgiveness, he threw himself be-

f -r. her. he kissed her feet, he pleaded, he wept. Two whole
!i".i- the iinhapf)y young man spent in all kinds of follies.

I "
. to meet the same cold face, while the great silent tears

lir-uping one by one. were dried as soon as they fell lest the

unuorthy lover should try to wipe them away. The Duchess
'>'

: acting a great agony, one of those hours which stamp
'ii' 'Aniiian who pa.sses throutrh them as something august and
-i. r,.,|.

Two more hours went by. By this time the Count had
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gamed po.sfKs.on of DianoV hand; it frit ,.,],] and spiritlo..
I ho hruntiful hand, uith all the troasmv. in its i^rasp, mi-rh
have lM,.n sii,,plo wood; there was nothin- of Diane in "it
he had tak.-n it. it had not boon ^-iven to him. A. for Vie
urnu.n, th. spirit had ..hh-d ont ..f his franu>. ho had f.ea.oc

to Hunk. II,. u-ouhi n„t have seen the sun in hvaven Whi(was to i,e done ? What cotu-se shonM !,e take ? What rosolu-
tion sliould he make? Tl,e man who ran kee,. his hea,] in
siieh euvumstanees must he made ..f tl... same stuff as th,.
conviet who spent the ni-'ir in rohhi„;r ,ho Fiil,|i„the,,„e Rovde
of it.s -old medals. an<] repaircl to his honot hrother in'the
mornin- with a re,,u.st to m.dt down the plun.Ier. "What"].
to be done?" cried the brother. "Make me some coffee"
rop led the thief. Vieturnien ,<ank into a bewildered stupor
darkness settled down over liis brain. Visions of pa.-;t
r^.ture tinted across the misty ,doo,n like the fl,n,res that
Kai.hael painted a-ainst a black ba.-k-round : to these he
must biu farewll. lu.'.xorable and disdainful, the Ducl.e..
p ayod wth the tip of her scarf. She look..] in irritation
at \icturnien from time to time; sh.^ co.pietted with memo-
ries she spoke t,> lu.r lover of his rivals a> if -n-er had finHlv
decided her to prefer on,' of them to a nian who could so
change m one moment after twcnlv-ei-ht months of L.ve
"Ah! that charming voung fVlix de Vandenesse. so faith-

ful as he was to Mm.>. de ^rortsauf. would never have i)or-
mitted hnnself such a s,.ene ! H,. .-an love, can ,].

\ andeness..
:

D,. Marsa.y. that terrible dc Marsav. such a ti-T
as every one thought him. was rough with other men; but.
iike all strong nu.n. he kept his ..cntlcncss for women.
Montnv,.au tran.pled the Duchessede Langeais un.ler foot, as
Othello killed Dcdemona, in a bur>f of fury which at anv
rate provcl the e.xt.ravagance of his love. It' was not like a
paltn- ,<,,uabble. There was rapture in bcin- so crushed
Little, fair-haire,!. slim, and slen.ier men lov..! to torment
women: they could only reign over poor, weak creatures; it

rl'-ased them to have .some ctouu.! for believin- that they
were men. The tyranny of love was their one chance of as"-
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f.,.i.i- their pou-er. SI,, ,]i,l „„, i,„„„. ,,,„ ,,„. j,^^,, .^^ |^^,^_^^,,j

;^
M„. nuTc-y of fair l^nr. Su.-I, men as d. Mar^av,

I. i.r,v..a„ and \a,Hl,.n..>,., dark-hair.d and well gnnvn
'I''! •> ray oi ,sunli<:lit in ihcir cvc.-."

!• was a storm of epigran.s.' , .r .pe.,i,,,, n\e bullets,
--!..-^s,„. past h,s ears. Every -,,1 ti,at l);an. hurled at
^". -as tripie-harhed; she hiunili,.,:, Mnna, aud wounded
;' -'tn an art that was ail her own. '... half a score

.
.!\;i,i:.'s can torture an enemv hound to a stake

•p
"H ^.re mad :•• he eru.l at last, at the end of his patience,

'^- -iit he wnt m (;od knous what mood. [!, drove a< if ho
•-I "ever handled the reins h.dV.re, locked his wIhvIs in the
;;- 1^ of other v,.h,eles, collided with the curbstone in the
i ^'" l^mus-(^uinze. went h.. knew not whither. The horse
^

• '"MS own devices, made a holt for ,he stahle alon- the
'1'-^' d Orsay: but as he turnc.l into the Kue de ITnivtTsite'— pliin appeared to stop the runaway.

•') -u cannot ^'o home, .sir," the old man said, with a scared
''' "they have come with a warrant to arrest von"

\:.iurnien thou-ht that he ha.l been arreste.l on the
riuunal cnarpe, albeit there had not been time for the

:!.:„. pro.secutor to receive his instructions. He had for-
-

n. n the matter of the bills of ...xchan-e, which had been
:•" I up a-ain for some ,lays past in the form of onlers to

'•• "rcu-ht by the otlicers of the court with acconipaniments
in "' shape «.f bailiffs, men in possession, magistrates com-
ni:-.!ries, policemen, and other representatives of .sonal order
l;.Kr most guilty creatures, Victiirnien had forgotten everv-
tii'ti- but his crime.

' ^

' li is all over with me," he cried.
"Xo, M. le Comte, drive as fast as vou can to the Hotel

1'i I.on la Fontain... in the l{ue do (w-enelle. Mli.>. .\rmande
i~;^.iiting there for you, the horses have been i)ut 111. she will
t'lM yoii with her."'

\ i.turnien, in his trouble, caught like a drowning man at
"" "ranch that came to his hand: he rushed olf to the inn,
r':' ned the place, and tlung his arm^ about his aunt. MUe.'
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Armando .rird as if h.r heart ^vonU\ bnak; any one miH
have tlu.u.'ht that she !ku1 a .hare in her nephew's guilThey steppe.] into the earria-e. A few mintu.s later the
were on th(. road to Brest, aiui Paris lav hehind them Vi,
turnien uttered not a sound; he was paralyzed. \nd whe
aunt and nephew hepin to speak, th..y talked at cross pu,
poses; ^lcturnien. still laboring under the unlueky mi.ar
pr^'hension which thing hin, into Mile. Armande-s aVm. wa
thinking .,fh,s forgery; his aunt had tha debts and the billon lier mind.

"You know all, aunt," lie had said.
"Poor boy. yes. but we are here. I am not going to scol(

you just yet. Take heart."
« « ^" "^-O"

"I nnist hide somewhere."
^'Terhaps.

. . . Yes, it is a yery good idea."
ierhaps I might get into ('he~n..rs hou^.. without he'-no

seen ,f wo tuned ourselves to arriye in the middle of the
night .'

"That will he best. We shall be better able to hide ihi^
from my brother.-I'oor angel! how unhappy he is'" said
ene, petting the unworthy child.

"Ah: n..w
1 b,.gm to "know wh .]i..honor means; it has

chilled my love.

"Unhappy hoy; what bliss and what misery!" \nd Mile
Arman.le drew his fe^,.re.] fac,. to lier breast' and kissed hi=
foreh,.ad. ,„ d and .lamp th,„mh it «as. as the holv women
might have kissed the br.nv .,f ,lu. d..,.d Christ when'thev laidHun in His grave clothes. Following out the e.xcell.mt
scheme suggest..! by the prrwhga! s.m. he was brought bv
night to the .piiel house in t],,. [.„. .p, pj,,^.^^;, .

,,^,^ ^.j^^,^^'^

ordere.1 ,t that by ..o doing lu- ran >traiirht into the wolfs
.iaw.<, as the saving goes. That ..v.minu' Ch.'snel had been
making arrangcm..nt> t.. sell his .n„n,..ti„n to M Lenro-
60,r s lead-ekTk. M. i...pressoir was ,h.. uotary employ..! bv
the Liberals just as (hesn..rs practi.-,. lav among tlie arist..-
oratie families. The young f.-Hou V relatives were ri.h
on.uigh t.. pay (•b....„,.l the considerable sum of a hundred
thousand francs in cash.
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(h,-nrl wa^ nil,l,inff his ' m.ls. -A lnin<lr.-d thousand
.ranis uill <:o a long way in iniyin.i,' up del. is." ho thought.
••T!;- young man is paying a high rate of intorost on his
i-.n^. Wq will lock him up down hwv. I will go yonder
III-.- !f and bring those curs to terms."

< iHsncl, honest Chcsnel, upright, worthy rhesnel, called
!^- '.arhng Comte \ icturnien's creditors "curs."

.M. anwhile his successor was making his way along the Rue
i'.i i'-Tcail just as Mile. .Armando's traveling "carriair,. turned
:r:'

.

it. Any young man might be expected co feel some
' ;:r.-ity if he saw a traveling carriage ston at a notary's door
m Mi, 1, a town and at such an hour of the night; the young
v .- in o.uestion was suflicientlv inquisitive to stand in a
i :«ay and watch. Ifo saw Mile. Armando alight.

Mile. Armando d'Esgrignon at this time of nl^dit '"
«aid

!.. In himself. "What can be going forward at th'o d'P:sgri-

A
I

the sight of niadomoisolle. Chesnel opened the door
r- imspoctly and set down the light which he was carrying-

!-
.; wficn he looked out and saw Victurnien. Mile. Armando's

::r-! uliispercd word made the whole thing plain to him. lie
•"i"l up and down the street; it .^eemod .|uite deserted; he
' ••""'^' «nf^ thf" .voiing Count spranir out of the carriage
aiiM entered the courtyard. All was lost. Chesnel's suc-
o-~'ir had discovered A'icturnien's hiding-place.

V'Vturnien was hurried into the house and installed in a
r •:! beyond rhesnel's private ofhce. No one could outer it
'X' [>! across the old man's dead body.

•Afi! M. le Comte!" exclaimed Chesnel. notar\- no longer.
•^.s. monsieur." the Count answered, understanding his

"' i friend's exclamation. "I did not listen to vou ; and now
1 i fallen into the depths, and I must perish."
N". no." the good man answered, lookimr triumphantly
" Mile. Armando to the Count. "I have sold mv connec-
.' I have been working for a very long time now. and am
king of retiring. By noon to-morrow T shall have a

^'irod thousand francs; many things can be settled with

fr
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,1:

a.

n

that. ^linlctiioiscllc, you aro tired. '"
lie added: ">:() Imek

the (iirriage and go hunio and .-loep. Business to-iiiu

row."

"Is he safe?" returned she, looking at Victurnien.
"Yes."

^
She kissed her nephew; a few tears fell on his forcheai

Th(>n she went.

•'My good f'hesnel," said the Count, when they hegan 1

talk of business, "what are your luindred thousand francs i

sueh a position as mine? You do not know the full e.xtent c

my troubles. I think."

Victurnien explained the situation. Chesnel was thundei
struck. [Jul t'l.r the strength of liis d( votion, he would hav

succumbed to this blow. Tears streamed from the eyes tha

might well have had no tears left to shed. P'or a fc

moniiuits lie wa.< a child again, for a few moments he wa
bereft of his senses; he stood like a man who should find hi

own house on fire, and through a window see the cradle abiaz

and hear the hiss of the tlamcs on his children's curls. 11

rose to his full height

—

il se drcssa en jiieJ, as Aniyot wnuli

have said: he seemed to grow taller: he raised his witherei

hands aiul wrung them di'spairingly and wildly.

"If only your father may die and never know this, youni

man! To be a forger is enough: a parricide you must no

be. Fly. you say? \o. They would condcTiin vou for con

tem[)t of court: Oh, wretched boy! Why did you no

forire tui/ signature? / would have paid: I should not hav(

taken the bill to the public prosecutor.—Xow I can do noth
ing. \in\ bave brought me to a stand in the lowest pit ir

hell :——Du Croisi.'r ! What will come of it ? What is to b(

<lone?— If you had killed a man. there might be some helji foi

it. P.ut forgery

—

furgerii! And time— the time is flviui:,'

he went on. shaking his fist towards the old clock. "Yoi:

will want a sham passport now. One crime leads to another
First." he added, after a pause, "first of all we must sav(

the house of d'ii-grignon."

"Rut the nionrv is still in Mme. Je Maufrigneuses keep-

ing," exclaimed Yicturnicn.
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\h :• .xHai,n,.,l rhosnol. '-Woll. thor. i. some hopo left
(ami liupe.

( o„|.l we .often du Troisier, I wonder, or l.uy
.

over.' H.. shall have all the lands if he likes. I will
^'•' !,. him;

1 w,ll wake him and offer him all we have -Re-
^i.i -. It was not you who forged that bill; it wa< I I will
P' i.Ma.l; 1 an. too old for the hulks, they ean onlv put me
ill [iri-on. . 1

'^

•I'.ut the body of the hill is in my handwriti^,^•• objeeted
Mermen, without a si,.i ,f surprise ai this reekless

(!' '.I'l ion.

,'';'!"!•
• • •

that ,s, pardon, M. le Comte. Josephin

: ';,
;''^-^ ';;"."""'- '•> ^^ri.e l,,- ,he old notarv eried

^^a.hfnlly. '"e is a good ereat lire
; h. wnuU] have taken h

-. M, l„s shoulders. B„, then, is an end of i, ; the wurld is
la..m.,^ to pieces, the old man rontinued. sinkin- exhausted
^^^a'•ha.r. " ^i (Toisier is a ti<:er

;
we mu., be eareful not

t" rou.e him. W hat time ,s i, y Where is the draf, ^>

]fit
:-^ .<i I aris, it nu.irht be bo.i-ht back fr,,ni the Kr"
111

,

on

aeeommodate us. Ah! but tl

?inrrle false step means ruin, ^r
a-M'. Hut. there! nobody know
iiriod away in the cellar if need

leie are daiu

liTs : they

•rs on all

oiiev is want I'M in

•
oil are here, vou must

to aris as fa.st as I c

s must. I

P.rest.

a moment i]v' old

i—his a,i:ilitv and v

an
; I can hear the mail

,iro at

eoaeh

tuan recovered the faculi les o
liTor. JI

f Ius

<'}', took moiiev, brouidit a six-

e packed up clothes for tl

'III bevond the otli

tion.

•e, and turned the k(

pound loaf to the litth

y on his child by

Not a sound in here."' 1le s

're till T eome back, or v

iMiderstand, :\r. le Conite
in a town like this knows tl

aid, "no liirht at niuht; and
ou will <To to the hull.

^
D(

t'>, to tlip hull- if

'lesnel went out. first tellinsr his housek
itii that C
^'' out that he was i

'

•
to send evervbodv a\

lat vou are here.

it anv-

(•\. I- k

16

im

"111. iirst reiiiTur Ins housekeeper
to allow no otie fo conic into the
way, and fo postpone Inwine-s of

lie munawr of
1 for three days. He wheedled t

%^
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tho roach-r.mcp. made up a tale for his bcni'fit— he liarl f!i(

makin-rs of an ingeuious novelist in him—ami obtained t

promise that if there should be a place, he should have it. [)a':s

port or no passport, as '.veil as a further promise to keej. th(

hurried departure a secret. Luckily, the coach was einpt}
when it arrived.

In the middle of the following night Chesnel was set down
in Paris. At nine o'clock in the morning he wailed on the
Kellers, and learned that the fatal draft had returned to du
Crois-er three days since; but while obtaining this infonna-
tion, he in no way committed himself. B.^fore he went away
he inquired whether i!ie draft could he recovered if the
amount were refunded. ]'ran(.-ois Keller's answer was [n tiir

effect that the document was du Croisier's property, and that
It was entirely in his power to keep or return it.' Then, in
desperation, the old man went to the Duchess.

^Inie. de .Maufrignciise was not at home to anv visitor at
that hour, t'hesnel. feeling that .'very moment was precious,
sat down in the hall, wrote a few lines, and succeeded in
sending tliem to the ladv bv dint of wheedling, fascinatiuL-.
bribing, and commanding tiie most insolent and inaccessible
ser\ants in the world. Tiie Duchess was still in bed; but, to
the great astonishment of her household, the old man' in
black knee-breeches, ribbed stockings, and shoes with buckles
to them, was shown into hor room.
"What is it, monsic'ir?" she asked, posing in her dis-

order. "What docs he vvant of me. ungrateful that he is?''

^^

"It is this. Mme. la Duches^^e." the good man exclaimed,
'you have a hundred thousand crowns belonging to us."
"Yes," began she. "What does it signify

"* "?"

"The money was gained 'uy a forgerv. for which we are
going to the hulks, a forgery which' wo committed for
love of you." Chesnel said tpiickly. '-How is it that vou did
not guess it, so clever as you are? Instead of scolcliniT the
boy. you ought to have had the truth out of him. and stopped
him while there wa^; time, and saved him."
At the first words the Duchess understood ; site felt ashamed
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^
r l,rr iH.havior f.. so i.npnssioncd a lowr. an.i afnii,] besides

l.^|f >lir riii-ht 1)0 sr<iM.ct..(l „f .•oMiplic-itv. In hw ^^]<h to
prnvr that sIh. had not t.uu'h.d Ww nmnrv Vfi in hrr k.vnjn-
~!..' Io^t all ro-ard for iippcaraiur. : and iH.-i,!,... it di.l not
'"vur to her that a notary was a man. Sj,,. |I„„.r „)f ,|,,.

'
.'l. r-down quilt, spran- to her d.-k

( llutinir past th.. lawvcr
I K.' an anH ,nit of one the vi.moth's >vhich illu>trat<- Lamar-
:;ti| < hooks), held out tlie notes, and went back in confusion

••y.u. are an aneel, madanie." (She was to ;„ an anf,^.] for
a J th.. world, it seemed. ) "I5ut thi> will not be the end of it
1 rount uj)on your influenee to save us."
'To save you! I will do it or die! Love that will not

^iinnk from a crime must be love ind.rd. Is thrre a woman in
! :. world for whom such a thinjr has been done? Poor boy'
• '.a., do not lose time, dear M. Chesnel ; an<l count upon me
.18 Upon yourself."

"Mine. la Duchesso! Mme. la Duchesse !"
It was all that

;
• r-'uld say, so overcome was ho. Ife cried, he could have

'.anred: but he was afiMd of losing his senses, and re-
!.'.iined.

•Between us, we will save him
i'" room.

•hesTiel went straight to Josephin. Josephin unlocked the
3
img Count's desk and writing-table. Verv luckily, the notary

'•^md letters which might be useful, letters fronwlu Troisier
i:! the Kellers. Then he took a plare in a diliirence v hich
vs.i> just about to start: and by dint of fees tr> the postilions
!'•

-^
lumbering v(-hicle went a.s (juickly as the coach. His two

' i'.w-passengors on the journey happened to be in as great a
:
;rrv as himself. aTid readily agreed to take their'' meals

.: the carriage. Thus swept over the road, the notary
r'.i.'hed the T?ue du Bercail. after three davs of absence, an
'-IT before midnight. And yet he was too late. He saw
th' L'endarmcs at the gate, crossed th- threshold, and met the' 'in;: Count in the courtyard. Victurnien had been ar-
r.>ied. If Chesnel had had the power, he would beyond a

she said, as he left

'

^^9

9
ml
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doubt liMvc kiilfd the oHiccrs and men ; as it was, lie could oiih

fall on X'irtiirnii'n'H nook.

"If I cannnt hush this matter u[). you must kill yourscll
bofin'c 111.' indictment is made out," he whispered. Rut Vic-

turnicii had sunk into such stupor, thai lie stared back uii-

comprehend in^dy.

''Kill iiiyx'lf!-"" he repeated.

"Yes. If your couraj,'!' should fail, niy boy, count ujxm
me," said Chc-iul. squciziii;,'- \'icturnii n's hand.

In spite of his aniTuish of mind and totterin.ir limbs, he

stood lirinly plarued, to watch the sun ..f his heart, the C'omte
d'Ks<rri^Mion. iro dut of the cuurtyard between two fijcndarnies,

with the eommis>ary, the justice ef the peace, and the ehrk
of the court : and nnt until the fio:ures had disappeared, and
the sound of l'<iot-teps had died away into silence, did he re-

cover his firnines> and presentc of mind.
"You ivill catih cold, sir," l'ri,L:itte remonstrated.
"Thedevi; take you I" cried her exasperated master.
Xi'ver in the nine-and-i weiity years that I>ri<ritte had been

in his service had she heard sucli words from him! Her
candle fell out of her hands, hut Chesnel neither heeded his

housekee])ers alarm nor heard her exclaim. He hurried of!

towards the Val-Xoble.

"He is out of his mind." said she; "after all, it is no won-
der. Rut where is he <itr to? [ (annot possibly fro after
him. What will become of him? Suppose that he should
drowTi himself?"

And BriLHtte went to waken the head-clerk and send him to

look alon^' the river bank: the river had a glormy reputation
just then, for there had lately been two cases of suicide—one a youn.ir man full of promise, and the other a ^irl, a

victim of seduction. Chesnel went straitrht to the Hotel du
Troisier. There lay his only hope. The law requires that
a ebarfre of forp-ry must \>o brought bv a jirivate individual.
It was still possiiile to withdraw if du Croisier chose to admit
that there had been a misapprehension : and Cbesnel had
hopes, even then, of buying the man over.
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M aii.l M inc. (Iij CrniMrr had i

i:-';;il that cvciiiii.r. (),|]v n f,

iiiich tiiun' coiiipanv than

M i 11 lioiiecfct. prt'sidctit

Ii:i

1' 'tv I'ublic Prosec

rt^'aj:c.s. who hail ]o<\ 1

nl the

iilor; ainl .M.

fw |>fi>Mii.- unv ill ill,' .ccivt.

'riluinal; M. Sauva.'.T.

HTc thi' only iicr,~(

I Coudrai, a rcLMslrar of
ii> po-t li_\ \oiiii:: mi ilu' wroiiu'

i'Ut McsdaiiK's dii Ifoii'TRl ami ('

• IIS wlio were Mijijios.-d to know about

I.' ''-. m Mriri (onfid CIICC, |(» dllc or (u
i< it had rtrcad h aif

u ( oiidrai had told tl

-> iiiliiiiaif I'rirnds, •

o\rr the
.'iilily at M. (hi ('nii>irr">. !•

sciiu-iiiilii

itiiatioii. hilt no oi

'nii-ijour^reois

vcnhodv f.'lt tlic 'Tavitv of

t:."rrn\ cr, Mnic. du Croisicrs att

:!•' yciiiiiivd to .-jicak (if it openly; and,

».!- M) we
i!:-.:-l('r uhi

I ii'ticniar:

iK'luiR'nl to I hi- uppiT >plii'rt'

known, that people M.-aively daivd to iuenti<.n ti

ell had befallen the (rK-uri-nuns ..r i,

Tl
f(k lor

M nie. (:lu (

le persons most inlen-ieil were wailiii" till

\y: ;i'i

oisier retired, fur that ladv alwa
(1 to her room at the same hour to jierf

i\' iTises as far a

vs re-

oriii hiT reli^rioiis

(

s possible out of her hur-ban.
roisierV adherents, kiiowin" tl

(If !!ie <,--reat commercial

si-iir.

le se, ret and tin

ti..' 1

power, looked round
louse disappeared: but there were sli

'I' -ent whose ojiinioiis or

plans

hen the lady of

several jM/rsons

iniercsts marked ihem out as un-
ii:i-tu-orthy. so thev f

' ' >• n all had <^tnu' save intimates: M. Sauva"-er M. (

ontinucd to play. About half past

ainu>ot.
xaminm^'- magistrate, and his w

1 and their son Fabien, .M. ;-
iff. M. Hid M inc. ( In ]{on-

li Hlondet, the eldest son of ui, uld judia'- t

.Mine, du Coudrai, and
ten persona in

is told of Talleyrand that one fatal day, throo 1

'• midniijht, he sud'

Ihiehesso de T.uvnes' 1

cnlv interrupted a <rame of cards i

liours

n
louse by layini: down his watch on

kiui: the {ilayers whether the Prince de Conde
'•

' lable and
1: i

: any ehild but the Due (rKudiicn
Uhy do you ask?" returned Mme. de I,

k.'i'.w .so well that he has not."

'I'x'cause if Oie Prince has no
' nile is now at an end."

uvnes, "when v ou

' iii rt uus

other son. the House of

d Iha i!i.mi"ijr s pause, and they tinished the game
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— I'rcsidcni ilu IJoiiciTrt now did MUtiftliin^' very similar
IVrhiij)s 111' li;id licanl tlii' jiiu'cddtt'

; pt'i-haps, in j)ulitical life

little iiiiiuls iind iin-ai minds arc apt to hit iipnn tiio mnn
oxprfssiun. lie looked at his wateii, and interrupted tin

game of boston with :

"At this moment M. le Comie (l'i;sj:rij.'nou is arrested, am
that iiouse which has held its head so lug' is dishonored fur

ever.""

"Then, have you got Iioid of the boy?" du (.'oudrai crici

gleefully.

Every one in the rooni, with the exception of tlie President
the deputy, and (hi Croisier, looked startled.

"He lias just been arrested in Ciu'sners house, where ht

was liidiiig," said the deputy pulilic j)rnsecutor, witii the uii

of a capaiile but unappre(iale(I puldic .-ervarit. who ought b\

rigiits to be Minister of Tolice. M. SauMiger, the deputy,

was a liiin. tall yourii: man of livc-aiid-twenty, with a lengthy
olive-hued countenance, b'aek frizzled hair, and deep-set eyes;

tile wide, dark rings beneath them were comjileted by the

wrinkled purple eyelids above. With a no-e like the beak of

some bird of prey, a pinched mouth, and cheeks worn lean

with suuly and hollowed by ambit imi, he was the very type

of a second-rate personage on the lookout for .-omething to

turn uj), and ready tr do anytbing if ^o he might get on in the

world, while keeping witliiii the limitations of tlu' possible

and the forms of law. His ponipoti- e.\[)ression was an ad-

mirable indication of the time-serving elo(]ueiice to be ex-

pected of him. C'liesners sueces-or bad discovered the young
Count's hiding jilace to him, and ho took great credit to him-
eolf for bis penetration.

The news seemed to eome as a shock to the examining
magistrate, M. Camusot. who had granted the warrant -f ar-

rest on Sauvager's application, with no idea that it was to be

eseeuted so promptly. Camusot wa-; >liorI, fair, and fat al-

ready, though be Has nn]\ thirty years old or thereabouts;
he had the flaliby, livid look peculiar to otlicials who
live shut up in I'leir private study or in a court of justice;

m
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"i'l lli< litll.., piilr. vcllow ,.v.s were
uiiiiii 1.- oftfn inistakcn f,,r slirru,|ri,,s.,

MlIK'. CilMllISl.t lof)kr(|

"Was I IK. I ri;,'lit?"

foiii.' <.ri.- \va< Ciuiiu-^i-.s roinriifnt.
l^iM-l (111 Cull, Inn. "Xow tlicy

'It IKI .-.jiolix

lull of tlie suspicion

who should say,a,-

"Till 11 the case wi|

"CuiiliI you doubt il

lia\r^'()t (he Count, all is ov.t.

"Thrn. is tlH.jun ;•.,„] Canuiso,. '"I,, ,hi. .,,s. M |o
r,.f,.t issure to taK. ..„•. that aft.T .1,. ..|iaii,.„,.., fp„„,

n a.,,,, tal.-My a,lu.... uoiild I... to cx,„,,. to a ,.o,,ipro,„,sJli'' added, turning' to du ("roi>i,.r.

•r..m,.rM,n,s..r .chood tli- President; "uhv. he is in thonands of justice."
"

".\.'.iiiitted or convi,.ted. the Coinf. d-K<,rri,r„on will ho
di.-h.mored all the same," put m Sanva.u-r

"i Mtn hrin^inp an action,"* said du Cn.isier «[ .hill

^Z^r::rn ''] ''f r '•"" ^'- *l-'-,r„non fa„.;iv
\\..\ oeape out of his elutclus '

•
'", Ian... tliey will have Herryer," ..aid Mnie. Can.usot

^ >u will have a Koland for vour Oliver
"

I'll Croisier, M Sauva^er. and the President du RonroretMd at Cainuso. and one tlioui^ht troubled their n.inds
.- adys tone, the way in whi.'h she fh.n,, her proverb in

-

;

faees of the e^<:ht conspirators a<.nn>t the house of
'. i.-i,T,.rnon. caused them inward perturbation, whieh they•'— n.lded as provincials ..in dissemble, bv dint of lifelong
|"-a<.t,ee ,n the shifts of a monastic existence. Little Afme

•ni'.sot saw their chance of ..ountenance and sub.sequent
''npasure when they scented opoo..iiion on the part of the
•;^m,n,n^ magistrate. Wln^n her husband unveiled the

_

•
neht.s m the back of his own mind, she had tried to plumb

ylepths of hate in du Croi>ierV adherents. She wanted
t" .>nd out how du Ooisier had L-ained over thi< deputv public
..1!.,'""''"' '."!,

"'^^"''" "' thN kind in Fmne.. is an H-ti... l,r„„phr hv a private

i-itmi !

:
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prosi'i iitnr. w!i.. h.id annl so promptly iii:.I mi ,lir.c|lv i

oppn-iiiiiii t(i till- \ Mu« iif the cciilriil powt-r.

"Ill Miiy liiM'." I iinliimcil -li.'. "if cilcliratiil (niin-cl cuiri

down riMiii I'mii-. iIhii' i- a pro- p. it i,|" a \cr\ intfrotiii

Pf<sii)ii in tlir C.Mirt of .\-<i/c: Imt t'n' inaitrr «il! iir .-tiiilTci

out ln'tuirii tlir 'rnlninal ami tlic <',iiirt of .\p|Mai, It i

only to !,( i\pi'iti'c| that tlir ( invrriimnii .-liouiil i|.i all tlm
can iir linfir. Iiiluu tlir .-urfatc. to ,snr a yiMiM;,'- man \\\v

comes of a L'nat fainilv. am! ha- tlir iMirlir-r dc Maufri
gnrii-,. fur frirn.r So I think that \vr -hall ha\r a Vi'ti

satioii at l.amlrrnaii." "

"llow you :ro on, ma<lamrl"' the I'rrsiilmt -aid stiTnlv

"Cun _\ou Mippo-r that I hr Court of l'"nvt in-tame will |'„

intlurnrnl hy roll.-nlr rat loll- uhirh liavr llothlllL'' to do wit!

justici-y

"'i'iir rvrni pnnrs tiir contrary." -hr said mranintrlv, Innk

in.tr full at Sauvaiiri- am! the I'rrsiilmt. uho^danrrd roldlv a^

luT.

"I-Aplain yoiir-rlf. madaim'." >aid Sauvagcr. "Vou f^prat

as if wv had not doiir our dutw"
"Mmr, ( 'ainii-ot nirant iioihinL'." interposed lier Inisband.

"F«ui ha- noi M, |e I'lV-ideiit just ^aid somethiin: prejudir-

in.ir a case which depends on the e\ami nation of the prisoner:'
said she. ".\nd tlie e\idenrr i- still to he taken, and t!it

t'ourt lias not e-iven its dei-i-ion?"

"We are not at the law-ioiirts." tjir deputy fiuhlic prosecu-
tor replied tartly; "and hesides. we know all that."

"But the pnhlic jji-osccutor knows notiiing at all about it

yet." returned she, with an ironical irlamo. "Fie will come
hack from the Clianibor of Deputies in all liaste. \nu liavu

cut out his work for him, and lie, no doubt, will sneak for iiiin-

s.df."

The deputy prosecutor knitted his thick busliv brows.
Those interesled read tardy scruples in his counienance. A
LTcat silence foHnved. liroken by no snuiid but tlie dealitiir of

tlie cards. .M. .iiid Al me. Cannisot. so-ihle of a decided rliill

in ilir atniospliri-r. (uok llicir dcparturr lu Icavt' the conspira-
tors to talk at tlioir ca.s(\
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••Cwnusot." tl>.. la,K I,.,:,,,, i„ ,1„. stnvt, -v.,,. u-nl |,.o
r Why ira.l if,,,,. ,Mn,,|,. to .Mispr.l that N.,i, ^^ill hav.. no

! •;
m their Mmiw^? Tl...y uUI phu

'

vnu s,„„.. ..dy

••What ran ihvy dn'f ] an. th. only ..vaniinui^' ma^M»-

"inot tlu.y slamlcr you in wlu-prr,,. and promrr \our
:.-ti.i",il

.'

A' lliai very n.onic.t Ch,..,,,.! ran up a-ainst ihr .oupl..
I' oM notary rrro-i,,/,.! th,. ..xa.ninn,- nia-i>trat..

; an.l'•' III- luci.liiy wlii.l, .-omrs of an ...Np-n-nr,. ..l' l,u<in.... h,.
'> itiat tl... fat., of th.. .rKs^^ngnons lav in th.. han.N of

i;.' man hcfor.. 1 iini.

,\i I. ..-ir

:

lie ('x.-laini.'.!, "wv shall soon n.v.l vou ha.ilv.
a word with you._Vo,ir parti

ilrcw {'aniiisot asid...

>n, niadaini'," ho a.ldcd,

Cai iiisot. as a jioo.l .onspirator. looked toward> .h
I'Ts house, rcadv to Imak np th I' i-onvtTsation if

^'Pix'arcd: hut sh,. thou-hi. ami thought riirhtlv. tf
r 'n.'mics were hiisv .lis

iinv-

lat

•'ii'l j,riv..n t.» the affair. Chesnel
-trate into a dark corner under il

eiissin;:tliis unex{H'et...i turn whieli

for h IS companion's ear.

m(.anwliile dr..w tho

wall, and lowered his

If you are for th.' house of d"K ^'ri<:nou," he said, "M
Mche.sse (!.. Maufri^rn.'us... th.. I'rin.-e de Cad

mo.

i<'nan, the
ivarreins and d.. Lenon.-ourt. the Ki...fK.r of the

will int.. rest tl lem-

de X
the Cliancellor, the Kinj: JiiiiiMlf

- in you. I have just com., from Paris ; J km'w all ahout
I went post-hast.' to explain evervthin<r at (\)urt. Wo

Hinting' on you, an-i 1 will k.M>p your s,.en.t. If vou are
I shall go back to Paris t

with tlie Keep«>r of tlie Seals that tl

iTuption. Several functionaries

fo-night, and no di

o-niorrow and lodge a com-
uTe IS a suspicion

were at du Croi.-

Hiht. at(. and dr.ink there, cont
; and besides, tht.y are friends .)f hir..

-nel would have brought the Aimightv to

ler s

ra rv

lad the power. He did not wait for

iiilervf.iir if

an answer : he left
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Canuisot and Ik'd like a deer towards du Croisior's house
Caimi.^^ot, iiR'anwhilu, bidden to reveal the notary's cun
fidences, was at once assailed with, 'Was I not right, dear?'
—a wifely formula used on all occasions, but rather ukid
vehemently when the fair speaker is in the wroni:. By tht

time tiiey reached home, Camusot had admitted tht

superiority of his jiartner in life, and appreciated his gooc
fortune in belonging to her; which confession, doubtless, \va-

the prelude of a lilissful night.

Chesnel met his foes in a body as they left du Croisier't
house, and began to fear that du Croisier had gone to l)e(l.

In his position he was compelled to act <iuickly, and any de-

lay was a misfortune.

"Jn the King's name.'" he cried, as the man-servant was
closing the hall door. He had just brought the King on the

scene for the benelit of an ambitious little otiicial, and the
word was still on his li])s. He fretted and chafed while the
door was unbarred; then, swift as a thunderbolt, dashed mto
the ante-chamber, and spoke to the servant
"A hundred crowns to you, young man, if you can wake

Mme. du Croisier and send her to me this instant. Tell her
anything you like."

Clu'snel grew cool and composed as he opened the door
of the brightly lighted drawing-room, where du Croisier \v;i>

striding up and down. For a moment the two men scanned
each other, with hatred and enmity, twenty years' dee],, in

their eyes One of the two had his foot on the heart of the
house of d'Esgrignon; the other, with a lion's strength, came
forward to pluck it away.

"Your humble servant, sir," said Chesnel. "Have you
made the charge?"

"Yes. sir."

"When was it made?"
"YostiTday."

"Have any steps been taken since the warrant of arrest was
issued ?"'

"I believe so."
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I !;;ivf conio to treat with you."
•lii-i ice must take its course, nothing can stop it, the arrest

' :;- I'irii made."

Nrvcr mind tliat, I am at your orders, at your feet." The
:

i iiiiiii kn<'lt before du Croisier, and stretched out his hands
iiMviitiiiirly.

• Wiiat do you want? Our hinds, our castk-? Take all;
•'ii'lniw the ehMr<,'e; leave us notliing but life and honor.
A':! nvcr and be.-^ides ail this, I will be vour servant ; command
.•'I I will obey."

I Ml ( 'roisier sat down in an easy-chair and left the old man
t'l kneel.

•Vnu are not vindictive," pleaded Chesnel ; "you are good-
!:• Hied, you do not bear us such a grudire that you will not
l:-!.n to terms. Before daylight the young man ought to be

lerty."

'Tile whole town knows that he has been arrested," returned
.i

•

'roisier, enjoying his revenge.

"It is a great misfortune but as there will neitlier be proofs
r trial, we can easily manage that."

I'll Croisier reflected. lie seemed to be struggling with
if-iiiterest; Chesnel thought that lie had gained a hold on
- enemy through the great motive of human aelion. At
at -upreme moment Mme. du Croisier appeared.
"I'nme here and help me to soften your dear husband,
.'lame?" said Chesnel, still on his knees. Mmc. du Croisier
;ie him rise with every sign of profound astonishment.
•-^nel explained his errand: and when sIu- knew it, the

:i' rous daughter of the intendants of the Dues d'Alencon
;:!"d to du Croisier with tears in her eves.

\hl monsieur, can you hesitate? The d'Esgrignons. the
nir of the ])rovinoe!" slie said.

There is more in it than that," exclaimed du Croisier, ris-

- to begin his restless walk again.

'More? What more?" asked Chesnel in amazement.
'France is involved. M. Chesnel; It is a (|iie<!win of tho
uutry, of the people, of giving my lords your nobles u

at

ni

t!

: 'IIH i •
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lesion mid icarliin^r ,|h,„i (],.„ ^hore is such a tliin^r a^ jusiic,
and lau. and a bourgeoisie—a kv-ser nobility as .jood a< the
a"'i a niat.l, for th,-.n! Tliere shall be no more tramplin
<loun half a score of wheat ilelds for a sin-le hare: no hrin^
in;: slianie on families by sedneiii- improteded girls; thi
shall not lo.,k (h.wn on others as g„od a< thev are, and moc
at them for ten whole years, without finding out at last tha
these things swell into avalanches, jnid tlio^e avalanches wij
lall and crush and bury my lords the nobles. You want t
go iiaek to the old ord.'r of things. You want to tear up ihi

social compact, the Charter in which our rights arc se
forth

"

"And so?"

"Is It not a sacred mission to open the people's eves'" cricc
du Croisier. "Their eyes will be opened to the moralitv ol

your party when they see nobles going to be tried at'^he
Assize Court like I>i..rre and .fac.|ucs. Thev will sav then
that small folk who keep their self-respect are as good as groat
toik that bring shame on themselves. The Assi7e Court i< a
light for all th,. world. Here, 1 am tlie champion of th.
people tile friend of law. You yourselves twi.v tlung me on
the side of the peoj.le—once wh.-n vou refused an alliance
twice when you put me under th.^ ban of vour society. Vou
are reaping as you have sown."

If Chesnel was startled by this outburst, so no less w.i<!

Mine, du Croisier. To her this was a terribh> revelation of
her liusban.l s character, a new light not merelv on the m<i
bnt on the future as well. Any capitulation on the part of
the colossus was apparently out of the question; but Clu-nd
in no wise retreated before the impossible.

"What, monsieur?" said ^hne. du Croisier. "Would vou
not forgive? Then you are not a Chri>tian."

"I ^forgive as God forgives, madauie. on certain condi-
tions.

"And what an' they?" asked Chcnd. thinking that he .=aw
a ray of hope.

"The elections are coming on ; I want the votes at vour .11-
posal.
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-\<ni r-lial! have them."
I wish that we, my wife and I, should be received

f,:: .liiiirly every evening, with an appearance of friendliness
ii: ..ny rate, my M. le Marquis d'Esgrignon and his circle,"
' lUiiiUfd du Croisier.

•I (1(1 not know how we are going to compass it, but you
']:.il\ lie received."

•i wish to have the family bound over by a surety of four
i liiilrcd thou.;and francs, and by a writteu'doeument staling

• nature of the compromise, so as to keep a loaded cannon
!' i.'iicd at its heart."

Wf agree," said Ciicsnel, without admitting that the three
iiiiii'lrcd thousand francs was in his possession; "but tiie

;:::i-unt must be deposited with a third party and returned
!' !!if family after 3our election and repayment."

• No: after the marriage of my ^aand-n"iece, Mile. Duval.
>;:^ will very likely have four million francs some day; the
r'\.r-.i(m of our property (mine and my wife's) shall be
- :V'l upon her by her marriage-contract!^ a.,d you shall ar-
!:: -• ii match between her and the young C(3unt/'

• Never!"

\n-err repealed du Croisier, quite intoxicated with
:r::!!i[)h. "Good-night!"

i'liot that I am." thought Chesnel, "why did I shrink from
•I :;' to such a nutn?"

I'M Croisier took himself off; he was pleased with himself;
!i" li.id enjoyed Chesners humiliation; he had held the
'i'-;nit„s of a proud house, the representatives of the aristoc-
r,: > of the province, suspended in lii^ hand: he had st't the
iiHit of his heel on the very heart of tlie d"Ksgrignons ; and.
t:r);i!!y. he had iiroken off the whole negotiation on the score
"! ':i- wounded pride. He went up to his room, leaving his
•nl.- alone with Chesnel. In liis intoxication, he saw his
viliury clear before him. He firmly believed that the three
l:;i!i'lred thousand francs had been scpiandered: the d'Kstrri-
::n.-ns must sell or mortgage all that they liad to raise the

ucyj the Assise Court was inevitable to his mind.

11
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Aij afTair <.r (<:v^vr\ can alwav.- 1k' sLtllid out of court i

Franco if ihc iiii,-~iii;r amount is nturncd. The losers li

the eriinc an- u,-ua!iy well-to-do, and have no wisli to hhgt
an imprudent man"-; eliaracler. ]>ut du Croisier had n

Diiiid to shickcn iii.-; iiold until lie know what ho wiia ahou
He meditated until lie fell aslrep on the magnificent manne
in which his hoj)es would he fulfilled by way of the Assiz
Court or hy marriage. 'rh(> niurnu'.r of voices below, tli

lamentations of (.'hesnel and Mme. du Croisier, sounds
sweet in his ears.

Mme. du Troisier shared ChesneFs views of the d'Esgri
gnons. She was a deeply religious woman, a Royalist at

tached to the noblesse; the interview had been in every way i

cruel shock to her feelings. She, a staunch loyalist, ha(

heard the roaring of that LibiTalism. which, in her director";

opinion. wi>lie(! to crush the Church. The Left benches foi

her meant the popular upheaval and the scaffolds of n!);{.

"What would your uncle, :hat sainted man who hears us,

say to thisr"' exclaimed fhesnel. Mme. du Croisier made nc

re[)ly, but the great tears rolled down her cheeks.
"Vou have already hern the cause of one poor boy's death;

hisniother will go mourning all her days."" continued Chesnel;
ho saw how his words told, but ho W(',uld have struck harder
and oven broken this woman's heart to save \'icturnien.
"Do you want to kill .Mile. Armaude.for she would not sur.ive
the dishonor of the house for a week ? Do you wish to be the

death of poor Chesnel. your old notary? For I shall kill the

Count in prison before they shall bring the char<re against
him, and take my own life afterwards, before they shall try

me for murder in an Assize Court.""

"That is enough! that is enough, my friend! I would do
anything to put a stop to such an affair: but I never knew
M. du Croisior"s real character until ;> tVw minut(^s ago. To
you I can make tlio admission : there is nothing to be done."'

"Rut what if there is?"'

"I would give half the i)lood in my veins that it were so."

said she, finishing her sentence by a wistful shako of the head.

- - iC.\V .-

.
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A^ iho ^ir^t Consul. I.oiitrn on the iivUl of ^ra^fn;,'o till

^•,. M-lock in the ovoning, by six o'clock saw the tide on)aule
niiii.Ml hy Dcsaix's desperate attack and KelleriiiiinnV territio
rh.!;_'e. so Chesnel in the midst of defeat saw the beginnings
' f '.ictory. Xo one but a Chesnel. an old notary, an ex-
.•'.'.ml of the manor, old Maitre Sorbier's junior elerk, in
!ii Midden Hash of lucidity wliich comes with despair, could
ri-' thus, high as a Xapoleon. nay, higher. Tliis was not
MaP'ngo, it was Waterloo, and the l'ru^^-iarls had come up;
( ii' Micl saw this, and was determined to beat them off the
t;i-id.

•'.Madame," he said, "renii'mber that I have been your man
"f iiiisiness for twenty years; remember that if the d'Ksgri-
:ii"iis mean the honor of the province, vou represent the
i:' ri'T of the bourgeoi.-:: it rests with you,' and you alone, to
-.: the ancient house. Now, answer me; are you going to
ai.ow dishonor to fall on the shad<' of your dead uncle, on the
'i'i:^u'rignons, on poor Chesnel? I)o"you want to kill Mile.
.\riiian(le weeping yonder ? Or do you wish to expiate wrongs
i I to others by a deed which will rejoice your ancestors,
til-' iutendants of the dukes of .Vlencon, and i)ring comfort
ID the soul of our dear Abbe? If he could rise fn.m his

• ri..
.

hi' would command you to do this thing that 1 beg of
}. ;; ;ijpon my knees."

'A hat is it?" asked Mme. du Croisier.

Well. Here are the iiundred thousand crowns," said
( !.• -iiej. drawing the bundles of notes from his pocket. "Take
tL' 11. and there will be an end of it."

if that is all," she began, '"and if no harm can come of it

to i!iv husband "

Nothing but good." Chesnel replied. "You are saving
' - from eternal punishment in hell, at the cost of a slight

(!. ii'fHiintment here behuv."

'lie will not be compromised, will he?" she asked, looking
\xi-'> Chesnei's face.

Tiicn Chesnel read the d(>tith> of the poor wife's mind.
Mtv, . du Croisier was hesitating between lier two creeds; be-

li:



fi

li»M

im: P

i

1 i

\
i

250 THE JEALOUSIES Ol' A CorXTKY TOWN
twecn \vif..ly olKdicmc l<, her ImshaiK] as laid down by (ho
Church, and olKHlicnci' lo tlic altar and the throne.

'

\h;
husband, in her eyes, was act in;' wronfrly, but she dared not
blame him; slie would fain save the dMOsgrignons, but siie

was loyal to her IiusIkukTs interests.

"Not in the least," Cliesnel answered; "vour old notan-
swears it by the Holy (iospels "

He had nothing left to lose for the d'Esgrignons but his
soul; he risked it now by this liorrible perjurj-, Imt Mine.
du Croisier must !k' deceived, there was no other choice but
death. Without losing a moment, he dictated a form (if

receipt by which Mme. du Troisier acknowledged pavment of
u hundred thousand (mwns five days before the fatal letter
of exchange appeared; for he recollected that du Croisier was
awa\ from home, superintending improvements on his wife's
property at the time.

"Now swear to me that you will declare before the ex-
amining magistrate that you received tlie money on that
date,'" he said, when .Mine, du Croisier had taken the notes and
ho held the receipt in his band.

•'It will be a lie, will it not?"
"Venial sin," said Ciiesnel.

"I could not do it without consulting my director, M.
I'Abbe Couturier."

"Very well," said Cliesnel, "will you be guided entirely by
his advice in this affair?"

"I promise that."

"And you must not give the money to M. du Croisier until
you have been before the magistrate."

"Xo. Ah ! God give me strength to appear in a Court of
Justice and maintain a lie before ni(>n !"

_

Chesnel kissed Mme. du Croisier's hand, then stood up-
right, and majestic as one of the pro{,hets that Raphael paint-
ed in the VaticaTi.

"Your uncle's smil is thrilled with jov." he said: "you have
wiped out for ever the wrong that vnn did bv marrvinix an
enemy of altar and tlirone"—words i!,ai ,„ade a lively'iuipres-
sion on Mme. du Croisier's timorous mind.
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Then Clicsncl all at oiur lKtliou<:ht iiimsi.lf that he must
n.ikr .<iiri' of the lady's dinrtor, th.- Al.i>e Couturier. Ho
^11 •^^ how ohstinately di-vout souls can work for iho triumph

I tli''ir vu'ws when once thoy come forward for tiuir -ide a-id
"-iH'd to secure the concurrence of tlie Church a. earlv as
' ''''^- ^'^ '"' ^^-^'"t to the Flot,.] d-l-:-ri-non, roused up

Arnwmde, gave Jier an account of tliat ni-hl's work and
-i

• 1
iicr to fetch the Bishop himself into the forefront of llie

•Ah, (Jod in heaven ! Thou must save the house of d'Esfrri-
^-nHii! he exclaimed, as he went slowly home a-ain. "Tlie
.i.! iir IS developing now inm • fight in a Couri of Law. We
ar.' face to face with men that have pa.-sions and interests
-'! 'heir own; we can get anything „ut of them. This du
I iisicr has taken advantage of the public prosecutor's
>^i-nce; the pul)lic prosecutor is devoted to us. hut since the
' > iiing of the Chambers he has gone to Paris. Now. what

.
n they have done to get round his deputy? Tliev have iu-

: ed him to take up the charge without consulting his chief.
- mystery must be looked into, and the ground surveyed
rrow: and then, perhaps, when I have unraveled thi.s

i' of theirs, ] will go back to I'aris to set great powers at
rk through Mme. de ^^aufrigneuse."
>.. he reasoned, j)oor, aged, clear-sighted wrestler, before

ly down half dead with bearing the weight of so much
• "lion and fatigue. .\nd yet, before he fell asleep he ran
:: - irching eye over the list of magi>trafes, taking all their
- '.t ambitions into account, casting about for ways of in-
• Mcing them, calcidating his ciiances in the' coming
-inigirle. Chesners prolonged scrutiny of consciences, given
:!' a condensed form, will ]ierhaps ^erve as a picture of the
i'.'lieial world in a country town.

Magistrates and otlicials generally are obliged to beirin their
' ner in the provinces; jmlicial and.ition there ferments.
A' the outset everv man looks toward. I'aris; thev all aspire
1" ^hine in the vast flieatre when' -naf political ('auses come
" ''"re the courts, and the higher branches of the legal pro-

t" II
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w
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fcs-sion arc cio-rly (•(.niicctcd with the palpitating interests o

society, r.iit I'eu- are called to that paradise of the man n

law. and nine-tenths of the profession are hound sooner oi

Liter to re-ard tlicni-elves a> shelved for K<»od in the prov-

inces. Wherefore, (vcrv 'I'riliuna! of l-'irst instance aiic

e\ciy ((Mirt-I{(i\al is -liar|>ly dividnl in tuo. The tir.M -.r-

tion has j:ivcn up liopc, and i- ciihcr torpid or content; . in-
tent with thee.\cc>>ive re>j)ect j)aid to dllicc in a country town.
<>! I'U'pid with trani|uillity. The scc.iid .-cctiou is made up n[

the voun-er >orl, in whom the desire nf .-ucce^s is untenipercil
as yet hy di.-appoin! -cnt. and oi" the really clever men ur<:uJ
on continually hy a,.iluti(ui a- with a ^'o'ad ; and those hvo
ure pos>c>.-cd wiih a ,M,rt «{ fanatical helicf in their order.

At this time the ymin-cr men were full of Koyalist zeul

against the eiiemie,-, of the j'.ourlioiis. The most insigniticant
dejiuty ollicial wa- di-eamin,- of conductin.ir a prosecution, and
l.rayiii- with all his mi.i,dit for one of tho.se })olilical eases
which hnn;: a man's zeal into prominenee, draw the attention
of the higher j)owers. and nuan advancement for King's men.
Was there a niemlx'r of an ollicial stall* of prosecuting counsel
who could hear of a F)ona])arli.-t conspiracy hreaking out
Bomewhere else without a feeling of envy? Where wiis the
man that did not hurn to discover a Caroii. or a Berton. era
revolt of some .sort? With reasons of State, and the ne-
cessity of diirusing the monarchical spirit throughout France
as their hasis, and a lierce amhition >tirre(l up whenever party
spirit ran high, these arch'iit [.oliiicians on their promotion
were lucid, clear-sighted, and i)erspicucious. They kept u|i a
vigorous ilftective system throughout the kingdom; they did
the work of spies, and urged the nation along a path of
ohedieiu-e. from which it had no husines^ to swerve.

Justice, thus informed with Tuonandiical enthusiasm,
atoned for the ermrs of (he ancient parliaments, and walked.
perhaps, too ostentatiously hand in Iptud with reliL'ion There
wa.s more zeal ihan dixTetion shown: hut justice sinned not
f^o much in the direction of maclii;iveli<m a- hv irivinir too
candid expressio!! to it.s views, when tho.-^e views appeared to
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" irns'^H] to tW' ^r^.,„.rai interests of a country wl.ieh uni<
iHil ,:iMy out of reaeli .,f revolution^. Hut taken a-, j

•'. lliore was still too n.u.li of the i.our-rois el,.Mi..nt in
• nliMinistration; it was Uu, .va.lilv rnov..,! In pcttv I.il.eral

-
'..iiMu: an.l as a result, it wa. in.'viiaMe thai il s'houhl in-

•
-,„u.r or later tu il„. (

.,„-iitulinual partv. an.l juin
r - u^ith the l.(.ur-e(,isi.. in ih- day ..f hnlllr. '| „ th.- 'Mv,'

:. nf h.pil fun.'tionaries, as in other .iepartiia^nts .,? the
.1 :'Mi>tration, there was not wautin.ir a .-ertain Inpn.ri^v
' :-^!!"T that spirit of imitation which always leads Fran.'-e

'; ^-lel herself on tho Court, and, .,uite unintentionallv, to
.' :\" the powers that he.

";!i<-ials of hoth enniplrxinns were to l„. f.uind in the c.urt
-' '^iiieh youuK d'K-ri-noirs fate <!epended. M K. I'n'.si-
:•;

'
-lu Roneeret and an ehh'rly judire, Bhmdet hv name, rep-

-•-'i.d the section of functionaries shelved fur .^ood :in.l
r.^.-ncil to stay where th.T were; while the voun- and
"n-.iiious party comprised the examinin- ma^'M^raU' M

'
i'MiHot, and his deputy M. Michu. app.unt...! throufrh the

• i' -ts (,f the Cinq-Cyj^nes, and certain of promotion to the
• <if Appeal of Paris at the first opportunity,
''-ident du Roneeret held a permanent post ; it was im-
:l'le to turn him mit. The ari.Moeralic partv d..clined to
Mini wliat he considered to he his due. soeiailv spoakin--
declared for the hourireoi.-ic. -lor.ed over his'disappoirrt-

t with the name of independence, and failed to reahze
his opinions condemned him to remain a prvsiiicnt of

"iirt of first instance for the ivsi of hi< life.
started in this track the se(picnce of events led du Ron-
to place his hopes of advancement on the triumph of du

-ier ami the Left. ITe wa< in no i)ett<T odor at th.' Pre-
ire than at tlie Court-Roval. Ife wa< conipcllcd to keej.

;;
1 terms with the authorities; the Liherals distrusted

!
:i'

.

conserpiently he helon<red to neither partv. Ho wa.s
"!'''-.'d to resiL'n his chances .,f election to du" Croisier, h(!
''" : i-^ed no inHuence. and plavd a s.'condarv part. Tiie
f;i position reaet<>d on hi- clianu-ler ; he was soured and di8-
f^iiiemod, he was tired of political anii)i_iiuity, and privately

1'

a
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liiiil ininlc ii|t liis iiiiml to coiiic foruan! o|ictiIy iis IcatltT o

lilt' IJInTal [lartv, and so to strike ahead of dii ( 'noisier. Hi

heiiavior in the d'l']s<fri^fnon alFair was tlie flr>t step in thi

directiuii. 'I"o lie^riii with, lie was an adiiiiralile repre.-itita

live of that section of the middle (•Ia>ses wliicli allows its |M'it;

passion.- to uli>eure the wider iiitere.-ts of the eounirv ; a (Ins

of erotehely pnlitieians. iiplioldin^r the ^^overniiieiit oni- da;

and op]ios:ii:: it the next, e(iniproiiiisin^' every cause ami lirjp

ill;,' none; helpless after they have dune the mischief till llic;

set ahout hrewin;,' more; unuillinir to face their own iiiconi

petenee, thwartinj: authority "Idle jirofessinj: to serve it

With a compound nf arroL'aiiei iid humility they demand o

the jieofile more r-ul)nii>sien (Imii kimrs expect, and fret tliei

souls hecause those aliove them are not Iiroii;ilit down to tliei;

level, as if ;:reatiU'ss could he little, as if jiower existed with

out force.

President dii Rmiceret was a tall, spare man with a rpcodini

forehead and xaniy, aiihurn hair. lie was wall-eyed, hi

complexion wa> hlotehed. his lips thin and hard, his scared;

amlihle voice eaiiie diil like tlic husky wlieezin^'s of astliiiia

He had for a wife a Lfreat, solemn, (luiiisy creature, trickec

out in the mo-t ridiculous f.i>hion. and ouira,t:eously "vcr

dressed. Mme. la I're-idciiii- i:a\e herself the airs of a <pii'i'n

she wore vivid colors, and alway- appeared at halls adoriin

with the turhan, dear to the Mriti.-h female, and hiviiiirl;

cultivated in out-of-the-way di-triel- in Franci>. Rach of thi

pair hail an income of fniir or live thousand francs, whiili

with the IVi'sidcnt's salary, r.iiched a total of some tuelvi

thousand. In spite id" a deiidrd teiidnicy to parsiineii.

vanitv reipiired that they should receive one eveninj: i-i tin

week. Thi Croi-^ier miLfhl import tiiodi'm luxury ini" tin

town. ^I. and Mine, du F?i«nceret were faithful to the old Iniili

tions. Tliev had alwavs lived, in th" nid- fashioned hou-e he

lonirinu to ^^nle. du Uomeret. and li.id made no chanires in i

-incc their marriaire. The Iioum' -luud lietween a •garden aw

a cmirtvard. The <xrav old <raMe etui, with one wiudnw ii

each story, gave upon the road. High walls enclosed th
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:'".i-M and th." yanl. I.nt tlir spa.v |;,krii n,, l,r,wath lli.m in
•'^. -ar.l..n by ji walk >li;..l,'.| will, .|,....tniit ttv,., u,is lillr.l in
ri. yard l,y a row nf ..iiti.tiil.lin-.. An old ru>t-.l,.v.uin'd

' '1 LMtr in the LMrdrn wall halan.rd tli- van! ^Mlt-way, a
;.;lv. .l(,iil,l('-lra\.d 'arriai.'<M.ntran(vwitl,a liiiitp— (.11 ci'ii'iit
-'I', an.l a nii-hty shdl on tli.- tc.p. Thr .aiuu shdl wui
ripralfd over tlir luiiisc-door.

Til.' u hnl.. place was ^^Ummy, olos... and airl-sri. Tli." row
'•' :nn--rat.-d ..p.-nin-s in tl... oppo>it,. uall, as von ..iifrcd,

• n.l-d you ol prison windows. Kvcrv pass.-r-bv could look

I'

llirou-li the railin-s to s.t how tin- ^Mrdeu -n-w ; tlio
:! '^''Ts in the litlk' s.piarL' honlers never seeined^'to thrive
;:.• re.

Tlie drawin<r-rooni on the ^'roiuid floor was li;,dited l.v a
; -!- uindow on the side ,.f the stiv.^t. and a F,vn,h window

;'
'^'^ a fli<rht of steps, which ;.'ave upon the ;,'arden. The

1 : iiL'-rooni on the other >i(le of the ;rreat ante-chamber, with
:n uindows also looking: out into the -ranlen. was exactiv
"' siiiie size as the drawin--rooiii, and all three aparini.'nls

•
in harmony with tlie .i^eiieral air of ;.'loom. It wearied

' V ryes to look at (he ceilin<rs all divided up bv !iu-e painted
'' -licanis and adorned with a feehle lozon^e pattern or a
r - ite in the middle. The |)aint was old, startlin;,' in tint,

!.cgrimed with smoke. The sun had faded the heavy
^= ^ iirtains in

,
le drawin<:-rooin

; the old-fashioned Reauvais
ta|--try which covered the wliite-painted furniture had l.)st all
H- MJor with wear. A Louis (.Miinze clock on the chiuiney-•- stood between two extravairant. branched sconces filled
•V

I vellow wa.x candles, which the Pn'sidente onlv li-rhtd on
'

'ions when the old-fashioned rock-crvstal cliandelior
" T'-'cd from its -rreen wrapper. Three cai'd-tables, covered
" threadbare baize, and a back':ainnion box. sulliced for the
' :ntions of the company: and :\fnH'. du TTonceret treated
'^ '! to such refreshments as cider, chestnuts, pastrv puffs,
;.' "^es of lau mcrk'. and homo-made orL.'eat. For ^onie time
•'1- she liad made a practice of irivirr: :i i,art\- --,.,•.. ., fovt-
- : '. \Vi!en tea and some pitiable atterKpts at pastrv aoMeareu
to L race the occasion.

a;
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Oner A (|ii;irt(T tlic dii nniiccrct-i pave a prainl thrr(M(i>ir«

ditiiUT, wliuli made a prcal «rii-atinri in tln' tii\\r), a diiim'

scrvi'd up in cxrcral)!!' warr. Iiui pniiarrd wii!i the sficnce fo

wliicli till' proviiirial fm>k is rt'iiiarkalilc It ua- a (iar^'atitikti

repast, uliiih la,-tcd for >i\ wliul,- Iioiir-. and l>y iilnitid.nu-

till' I'roidi'nl trird to \ii' wiiii ilii CnH-nrV clcpatiii'.

Aiid-odii K'uiii rni's life and il- an —^rii's \vt it ju>t hi

iniLrht liavt- lii'fii ivpccicd I'min his iliaradir ami In- f:il~

position, lie fi'lt di->ati-iicd at Iioium w illioiil pri'ciscly kn.iw

inp ulial was the tnallir: Init lie dand riot ;_'o to aiiv e\jii m*

to change t'\i-iiiip conditions, and was oiilv too plad to jm

by seven or eipiit thoii-and fraiKs evciv year, so as to leavi

liis son I'ahien a handsome pr: ,.,c I'ortnui'. Falnen du Itoii

ceret had no mind for the mapi-traey. the liar, or the livi

service, and his pronounced turn for doinir nothing' drove hi;

parent to dc.-pair.

On this head there was rivalry hclweeii the President am
the Viet'-I'resident. old M. Blondet. M. Blondet. for a len^

time past, had Iieen sedulously cultivating an aeipiaiiitance he

twecn his son and the I'dandiireau family. Tin.' Hlandureaui
were well-to-do linen manufacturers, with an onlv dauirlitiT

and it was on this dauLditcr that the President had li.\ed hi:

choice of a wife for Fahicn. N'ow, ,Fo-cpli lllond-l's marriai'i

with Mile, rdandiireau dejpcndrd on his nomination to tht

po.-t which his father, old P)lomlet. hoped to olitain for Iiiii

when he himself should retire. Bui President du Roncerrt

in underhand ways, was thwarting the old man's plans, anr

working indirectly upon the Blandureaus. Ind. .d. if it haii

rot lii'cn for this all'air id' younp d"l'".-LM'iu'non'-. the astutf

President niiLiht have cut them out. fatlier and sou, for tht-n

rivals were very much richer.

M. Blondet. the victim of t'lo niachiavelian President':

intrigues, was one of the rtirious flirures which lie buried aw,i\

in the provinees lil<,i old coins in a crypt. Tie was at llial

time a man of -ixry-seven or tlu'reahouts. but he carried hi;

years well
; he w.is vi>rv tall, and in hiivM reminded vou of tlif

oauons of the -ood old timci. The siuallpux had riddled his
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with inii..lMTl..>.s .lints, and spoilt the sliapr r.f l,is Huso by
Ml in- In It ii -imi.^l-lik.' tuist ; it was a c.iint.. nance hv no
lis lackm- in rharact.T. wry rvcnlv tintr,l v.jih a .JitTu^cd

-litr.l u). hv a |.air..f l.ri-ht liltir ,.\..,. ujih a -anionic
M tii.'Mi. uhil,. a .rrtaiii sina>tir iwii.h ,>( th,, piirpl.'d
I'' ' pn^iiiii to that fraiiiiv.

i^iv ihc I.N'Vuliiiinn hn.Kc mil. |'.|,„ul,.t -,.iii..r had hern
iiri>l.r: ;ifirrwanU he Im^'miiw the puhhc a.viHrr. andf the niil(!.'>t of Ihov.. furinidaid.' finiriionan.s (loo.l-
I'.lnndct. as th..v ii„..| t„ ,,,!! him. d.admcd th,- for... of

n.u- dortnnr> l,y acim.-cin- in lliciii all. and pnllinj,'
d tli.'in in practic.-. II,. had hern ohli^r,.,! ,„ s.-nd ono
. nohlcs to pri-.,n; hut his fiirlli.T pnuvcdiiiirs wcro

•d with sn.ii drlihcration. that he hrou.L'lif tlimi throuirh
-

i'th Thcrniidor with a dcxt.Tily which won respect for
•" i'll sides. .\, a matter „! "fact, (ioodnian |{|.,ndel

' '" ''"^•' ' n l*resid..nt of the Trihunal. hut when the
rt-^ of law were reorganized lie had heen .s.'t aMde •

•-l.'on's aversion for Kepnhlicans was aj.t to reappear
' sinalle-l appointments under his ;,n)vernment. The

:
Heation of ex-puhlie aecusor, written in tlie martrin of
-t a;:ainst Hlon.jet's name, set the Kmperor in.piirin^r of

i-Ml.aceres whether there mi^dit not ho some scion of" an
•"lit parliamentary stock to a[. point instead. 'Die con-
;'ienee was that dii Ronceret. who-e father had heen a
-iciljor of parliament, was nominated to the firesidenev;
t. the Kmpernr's ropn^r,,,.,,,,,,, notwithstandin-i. Camhaeeros

sayini: that the old

\,.;.ul

on

H'd Blondet to remain on the hench,
'T was one of the hest jurisconsults in France
det's talents, his knowleil.^e of the old law of the land

ive broufifht

IS much in common
ions con-

;:
: -^uhseipient Icfrit^lation, should by ri<:hts h

I'i ''ar in his profession; but he hail th

-nme few jrreat spirits: he entertained a prodiu'
for his

ntions

»wn >|iecial knowledtre. and re ;erve(| a I

leisure ind
lis

capacity for a .second pursuit un-
fed with the law. To this pursuit he -rave his al most

-ivo afoution. The good man was passionately fond of
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pardoninir. TTe was in corrospondonfo with sonio of the most

coioliniti'tl iiiiiiitciirs; it was liis ambition to create new species;

he took an interest in botanical discoveries, and lived, in slmrt,

in the world of flowers. Like all florists, lie had a predilec-

tion for one particular jdant ; the iidar(jonium was his especial

favorite. The court, the cases that came before it. and hi.s

outward life were as nothinfr to him compared with

the inward life of fancies and abundant emotions which ihc

old man led. He fell more and more in love with his flower-

soraglio: and the pains which he bestowed on his jiarden, the

sweet round of the labors of the months, held Goodman Blon-

det fast in his <rreenhousp. But for that hobln- he would have

been a deputy under the f^mpire. and shone conspicuous be-

yond a doubt in the Corps T.egislatif.

His marriage was the second cause of his obscurity. As a

man of forty, he was rash enough to marry a girl of eighteen,

by whom lie had ii sun named Jose]>h in the first year of their

marriage. Three years aftiTwards Mnie. Blondet. then the

prettiest woman in the town, inspired in the prefect of the

department a passion which ended only with her death. The

prefect was the father of her second son Emile ; the whole

town knew this, old Blondet himself knew it. The wife who

might have roused her husband's ambition, who might have

won him away from his flow(>rs, positively encouraged the

judge in his botanical tastes. She no more oared to leave the

place than the prefect cared to leave his prefecture so long

as his mistress lived.

Blondet felt himself unequal at his age to a contest with

a young wife. lie sought consolation in his greenhouse, and

engaged a very pretty servant-maid to assist him to tend his

cver-changinir bevy of beauties. So wliilo the judge potted.

])rieked out. watered, layered, slipped, blended, and induced

his flowers to break. Mme. Blondet spent his substance on the

dress and finery in which she shone at tlie prefecture. One

interest alone bad power to draw lier away from the tender

care of a romantic affection which tlie town came to admire

in the end ; and this interest was Kmile's education. The

i/iril^
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chilli i>r love was a bright and pretty lioy, wlii'e Joseph was no
1,,-- htiivy and plain-featured. The old judge, blinded by

paicrnal afTeetion, loved Joseph as his wife loved Eniile.

For a dozen years i\I. Biondet bore his lot with perfect

n -ignation. He shut his eyes to his wife's intrigue with a

i!it;nified, well-bred composure, quite in the style of an

litrlitrcnth century grand si igneur; but, like all men with a

ta^tf for a quiet life, he could cherish a profound dislike, and
he hated his younger son. When his wife died, tlierefore, in

].^1S, lie turned the intruder oiil of the house, and packed him
oir to Paris to study law on an allowance of twelve hundred

frnnc? for all resource, nor could any cry of distress extract

nii'ither penny from his purse. l-]mile Biondet would have

:(.nt under if it had not been for his real father.

M. Blondet's house was one of the prettiest in the town.

It stood almost opposite the prefecture, with a neat little

ivurt in front. .\ row of old-fnshioned imn railings between

two brickwork piers enclosed it ^rom the street ; and a low

wall, also of brick, with a seco row of railings along the

tiip. connected the piers with the neighl)oring house. The
little court, a space about ten fathoms in .idth by twenty

in length, was cut in two by a brick pathway which ran from

the gate to the house door between a border on either side.

Tiiose borders were always renewed : at every season of the

ycnr they exhibited a successful show of blossom, to the

a'hiiiration of the public. All along the back of the garden-

!hi1s a quantity of climbing plants grew u]) and covered the

walls of the neighlioring housts with a magnificent mantle;

till' brickwork piers were hidden in clusters of honeysuckle;

and, to crown all, in a coi'pl(> of terra-cotta vases at the sum-

mit, a pair of acclimatized cactuses displayed to the astonished

ivi'S of the ignorant those thick leaves bristling with spiny

difeiices which seem to be due to some plant disease.

It was a plain-looking house, built of l)rick, with brick-

work arches above the windows, and bright green Venetian

sliiitters to make it gay. Throuirh the glass door yon could

liiok straight across the house to the opposite glass door, at

I-- nM i<
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the end of a long passage, and down the ccniral alloy in the
garden beyond; while througli tlie windows of the dining-
room and drauing-rooni, which extendnl. like tln' passage,

from haek to front of the house, you < ouhJ oflm eateh further
glimpses of the llower-beds in a garden of about two acres in

extent. Seen from the road, the brick-work harnionixcd with
the fresh llowers and shrub?, for two centuries liad overlaid it

with mosses and green and rus-et tint-. No one could pas>

through the town witliout falling in love with a bouse with
such charming surroundings, j^o coxcrcd with ilowers and
mosses to the roof-ridge, wbcn- two ]iigeons of glazed crockery
ware were perched by way of oriianieiit.

M. iJloiid'i possesM'd an income of about four thousand
livres dcrivid from land, boides the old house in the town.
lie meant to avenge his wrongs legitimately enough. He
would leave bis bou.e, bis land?, his seat on the bench to his

son Joseph, and the v bole town knew what he meant to du.

He bad made a will in that son's favor; be had gone as far

as the Code will permit a Juan to go in the way of disin-

heriting one child to benefit another; and what was moie,
lie bad been jiutling in- mon(>y for the past fifteen years to

enable bis lr,ut of a .son to buy back from bhiiile that'portion
of his father's e.-tale which could not legally be taken away
from him.

Emile Blondet thus turned adrift had contrived to gain
distinction in Paris, but so far it was rather a name than a
l)ractical result. Eniile's indolence, recklessness, and happv-
go-lucky ways drove bis real father to despair; and when
that father died, a half-ruined man. turned out of oftice by one
of the political reactions so frccpient under the Restoration,
it wa-^ ^vith a mind uneasy as to the future of a man endowed
with the nio-t liriliianl (puilities.

Kmile I'.londel found support in a friendship with a Mile,
de 'rroisville. wlioiii he bad known before her Tuarriaire with
the Cointe de MoiiTcornet. His mother was livinir when the
Troi^ville- came bn.-k after the eiiiifralion : she v.a-; related
to the family, distantly • is true, but the connection was

Z^^'^i-T>'^-'^r :
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,-.%-:,-. rnoiicrh to allow her to introduce Ernile to tho lioii-e.

^;;.. poor woman, foresaw tho future. She knew that wlien

?iii' (lied her eon would lose hoth mother and father, a thought

uhich made death douhly bitter, s^o she tried to interest others

i:i him. She eneouragcd the liking tiiat sprang up between

Iliiiiie and the I'Idest daughter of tlie hmise of Troisville ; but

wliili' the liking wa* excecdinirly strong on the young lady's

imrt, a marriage was out of tiie question. It was a ronianee

(i!! the pattern of Pdul I't Vir'iinic. Mme. Blondct did wliat

<he rould to teach her son to look to the TroisviJles, to found

;i :,i-ling attachment on a eliildren's game of "make-believe"

Inve. which was l)ound to end ;:< l)oy--ind-girl romances usually

(I' I. When 'Mile, de Troisville's marriage with (ieneral Mont-

cnrnet was announced, ^Ime. lilondet. a dyin-j wom.'U. went to

tlie bride and solemnly in^plored her never to al'.andon Kmile,

anil to use her influence for him in society in Paris, whither

th" (leneral's fortune summoned her to shine.

Luckily for Emile. he was able to make his own way. Ho
made his appearance, at the age of twenty, as (me of the

masters of mod(Tn literature : and met with no less sueeess in

the society into which lie was launched by the father who at

fi?--t could afford to bear tlie expen-e of the younir man's ex-

travagance. Perhap- Emile's precocious celel)rity and the

good tlguro that he nuule strengthened tbe bonds of his friend-

ship with the Co\intess. I'erhaps Mme. de 'Mnntcornet, with

the Russian blood in her veins (her n.othcr was the daitirliter

if the Princess .Scherl)ello|l'), might have cast off the friend of

li'T ehildhood if he had Iken a poor man struggling with ail

b.is might among the dilhculties whie': beset a man of letters

in ]*aris : but by the time that the real strain of Kmile's ad-

vriiturous life began, their attachment was unalterable on

either side. He was looked upon as one of the leading lights

of journalism when young d'Ksgrignon met him at his first

supper-party in Paris: his aeknnwIedL'-ed j)osition in the world

ef letters was very high, and he (o\vere(l above his reputation.

Hoodman Blondet had not the faintest eoneeption of the

ower which the Constitutional (.iovernment had ifiveu to the

ft
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press; nolxulv vcnturod to talk in liis presence of tlio pnn of

whom lie refused to liear. And so it came to pass that ho knew
nothing of Eraile whom he had cursed and Eniile's great-

ness.

Old Blondct's intetirity was as deeply rooted in him as his

passion for ilowers ; he knew not liir;,' hut law and botany. Ife

would have interviews with litigants, listen to them, chat

with them, and show thciii his ilowers; he would accept

rare seeds from them; hut once o!i the bench, no jmlce
on earth was more inipartir:]. Indeed, his manner of

proci'eding was so well known, that litigants never went
near him except to hand over some document which
might enlighten him in the j)erformance of his duty,

and nol)ody tri;d to throw dust in his eyes. With his

learning, his lights, and his way of holding his real talents

cheap, he was so indispensabl'^ !o President du [{onceret, that.

matriiiKmial schemes apart, thar functionary would have done

all that he could, in an underluind way, to prevtmt the vice-

president from retiring in favor of his son. If the learned

old man left the bench, the President would be utterly unable

to do without him.

Goodman Blondet did not know that it was in Emile's

power to fulfil all his wishes in a few hours. The simplicitv

of his life was worthy of i>ne of I'lutarclTs men. In the even-

ing he looked over his cases : next morning he worked among
his flowers; and all day long he g.ive decisions on the bench.

The pretty maid-servant, now of ripe age, aiul wrinkled like

an Kaster })iii|iin. looked after the house, and tiiev lived ac-

cording to the established customs of the strictest parsimonv.

^Ille. ("adot always carried the keys of lier cupboards and

fruit-loft about with her. She was inilefii titrable. She went to

market herself, she cooked an(. dusted and swept, and never

missed mass of a morning. To give some idea of the domestic

life of the houselinld. it will be enough to remark that the

father and son never ate fruit till it was beginning to spoil.

because Mile. Cadot always brought (ait anvthing that would

not keep. Xo one in the house ever tasted the luxury of new

I|h:-
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•.;v;i(1. and all the fast days in tlio calendar were punctually
nli-.rvcd. The j:ardener was put on rations like a soldier; the

. i. rly Valideli always kept an eye upon him. And she, for

li r [lar* as so deferentially treated, that she took her meals

V, ;ih tl' laniily. and in consequence was continually trotting

!m iind fro hetween the kitchen and the parlor at l)reakfabt

ami ilinner time.

Mile. Blandureau's parents had consented to her marriage

with Jo.<eph Blondet upon one condition—the i)ennilcss and
liritilcss harrister must be an assistant judge. So, with the

<lr-irc of fitting his son to fill the jiosition, old M. Blondet

rii'krd his brains to hammer the law into his son's head by

lint of lessons, so as to make a cut-aiid-dried lawyer of him.

.\.~ for Blondet junior, he spent almost every evening at the

jilaiidureaus" house, to which also young Fabien du Ronceret

\i:u\ been admitted since his return, without raising the

^lli:lltest suspicion mi the minds of father or son.

lAerytliing in tins life of theirs was measured with an ac-

( iiraey worthy of (ierard l)ow"s.l/o«('// ('hiiii(/cr ; not a grain of

>:\\\ t(X) much. not a single proiit foregone ;but the economical

luiiuiples by whicli it was regulated were relaxed in favor of

till' greenhouse and garden. ''Tht' garden was the masters
( raxe," ^llle. Cadot used to say The nuister's blind fondness

fur .Fo.*eph was not a craze in her eyes ; she shared the father's

iindilection ; she pampered Joseph; she darned his stockings;

ami would have been better ))leased if the money spent on the

pirden had been put by for Joseph's lieiiefit.

That garden was kept in marvelous order by a single man;
the paths, covered with river-sand, continually turned over

with the rake, meandered among the Itorders full of the rarest

il"wers. Here were all kinds of color and scent, here were

lizards on the walls, legions of little flnwer-pots standing out

ii! the sun. regiments of furk- and hof^. and a lio^t of innocent

things, a comi)ination of pleasant results to justify the

:irdener's charmimr boMiv.

At the end of the greeiihoii-e the judge had set up a grand-

-unid, an amphitheatre of benches to hold some five or six

11
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ilioii^-iiiul polargoniums in pots—a splendid and famous iImt,
I'l'oplc came to see his geraniums in flower, not univ f...,,,

the nei^lihorhood, but even from the departments" round
al)out. 'I'lic lutipre-s Afarie Louise, passing through tlie to vji,

had lionored tlie curiously kept greeidiouse with a visit: so

mueh was she impressed witii tlie siglit, that she spoke of it

to .\ap<il(di). and tiif old judge received tlie Cross of the
Legion of Honor. Hut as the h'anicd gardener never niingied
in soeietv at all. and went nowhere e\cei)t to the HIandureaus,
he had no sus])icioii ,,f the I'roident's underhand manceuvres;
and others who could see the President's intentions were far
too much afraid cd' him to interfere or to warn the inoiTensive
Blondets.

As for Michu, that voung nuin with his powerful connec-
tions gave much more thouglit to making himself agreeable
to the women in tln^ upper social circles to which he was in-

troduced \>\ the ('in(;-('\gnes. than to the extremely simple
business (d' a provincial Tribunal. With his independent
means (he had an income of twelve thousaixl livres), he was
courted iiy mothers of dau;:hters. and led a frivolous life.

He did just enou;;h ai the 'rril>umd to satisfy his conscience,
mueh as ,i schooHioy does his exercises, saying ditto on all

occasions, with a "Yes, dear President." But underneath the
appearance of iudilVereiice lurked the unusual i)owers of ihc
Paris law student who had distinguished himself as one of
the stair of prosecuting cohiimI before he came to the prov-
inces. He was aeeustomed to taking broad views of things;
he could do ra|)ully what the Proident and Blondet could
oidy do after much thinking, and very often >olved knotty
points for them. In delicate conjunctures the President and
Vice-President look counsel with their junior, confided thornv
questions to him. and never failed to wonder at the readiness
with which he bn n-ht back a task in which old Rlondet found
nothing to criticise. Mirhu wa< <\\i\' of the influence of the
most crabJM'd aristi'<rats. and he was young arid rich: he
lived, therefore, above the level of departmental intrigue-
and pettinesses, lie wa an indispi'iisable man at picnics,
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li. fri-'-fd with yoimp ladies and paid ronrt to (hoir mothers.

!. .'iiKi'd at lialls. he ,i:ariil)lrd like a capitalisi. In short,

! ;p!.iml his part of yoiinj.' lawyer of fashion to admiration;

uiiiioiit, at the saiiir time. eomprontisiiiLr liis diLMiity. whieh
!,. Uirw how to assert at tiie ripht moment like a man of

^Mlit. lie won iroMeii opinions l)y the maiinei- in which he

lii.'vu- liini-<'If into provincial ways, without critici^im: tliem;

am' for these rea-ons. every one endeavored to make his time

ef I'xije endural)le.

The j)ul)lie prosecutnr wa- a lawyer of the hi<:hest ahility;

!if h.Kl taken the plnnLre into political life, and was one of the

I! --I distinjxuished speakers dii the ministerialist henehes.

T! I President stood in awe of him: if he had not lieen away
in i'aris at the time, no steps would have heen taken airainst

\;rt\irnien : his dexterity, his experience of business, would
iiiiM' prevented tiie whole affair. At that moment, however,

!i" was in the Chamher of Deputies, and tin- President and
i|;i Croisier had taken advania^re of liis aliseiice to weave their

['t. calenlatinir. with a certain inirenuity. that if once the

lav sti'pped in, and the nuitter was noised abroad, thincjs

We ilil have gone too far to be remedied.

A- a matter of fact, no staff of prosecutinii counsel in any
Ti;lmnal. at that particular time, wonhl have taken u|) a

I'airire of forpery airainst the eldest son of one of th(> noblest

lieii-es in France without iroinf: into the case at irreat length,

ainl a special reference, in all probability, to the .\ttorney-

<Hii(ral. Tn such a ease as this, the authorities and the

'i 'Vernment would have tried endless ways of compromisintr

aii'l hushing np an affair whieh might send an imprudent

yeiiug man to the hulks. They would very likely have done

t'' -ame for a Liheral family in a prominent position, so long

:!- ilie Liberals were not too openly hostile to the throne and
t!i. altar. So dn Troisier's charge and the yonnir fount's

nrrest had not heen very easv to manage. The President and
il

: Croisier had compassed their ends in the following man-

I I

I
s

s|

i. !

il. Sauvager, a young Royalist barrister, had reached the
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position of (Icp.ity |>iil)lic |irnsooiitor by dint of ?nh«orvicnr<>

to the Minisirv. In tlic nliscncc of liis cliicf lie was luad of

the staff of counsel for proscfiit'on, nnfl, conscrnicntlv. it Ml
to him to take up the charirc made hv du Troisier. SauvnL'or

was ii si'lf-inadf man: he had nothinir l)uf his stipend; ainl

for that reason tln' authorities reckoned upon siuiie one who

had ('Vorythin<x to ^'ain hy devotion. 'I'he President now

expoited the })osition. Xo sooner was the document with the

alleged forgery in du Troisier's liands, than Mme. la I'resi-

dente du Ronoorct, prompted by her spouse, had a long con-

versation with M. Sauvager. In the course of it she i)nintpd

out the uncertainties of a career in the mafjisfrnture drhout

compared with tlie nKiiji.ylrilNrr n.^sisi\ and tli(> advantages of

the bench over the bar: she sliowed liow a freak on the part

of some otlicial, or a single false step, might ruin a man's

career.

"If you are conscientious and give your conclusions against

the powers that be, you are lost," continued she. "Now, at

this moment, you might turn your position to account to

make a fine match that would put you aiiove Tinlucky chances

for the rest of your life: you may marry a Avife with fortune

sufficient to land you on the bench, in the wngistraiure axsise.

There is a fine chance for yoti. ^I. du Croisier will never

have any children : everybody knows why. His money, and

his wife's as well, will go to his niece. Mile. Duval, ^f. Duval

is an ironmaster, his purse is tolerably filled, to begin with,

and his father is still alive, and has a little property besides.

The father and son have a million of francs between them;

they will double it with du Troisier's help, for du Croisier

has business connections among great cay)ita]ists and

manufacturers in Paris. M. and ^Inic. Duval the younger

would be certain to give their daughter tc ;; suitor brought

forward by du Troisier, for he is sure to leave two fortunes

to his niece: and, in all probability, he will settle the rever-

sion of liis wife's property upon Mile. Duval in the marriage-

contract, for Mni(\ du Troisier has no kin. You know how

du Croisier hates the .'Hsgrignons. Do him a service, be his
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iii;m. take up tliis chnr'rc nf fnrjrcrv whicli lie is going to make

aL'.iiiii^t young (rKsgrigiion. iind follow up flic proceedings nt

nil. I' witliont consiiltitig tlic piiliiic proscrutor at Paris. And.

t!i' II. pray Heaven that the Ministry dismisses yon for doing

\(Mir otlice impartially, in spite of the powers that he; for if

il.rv do. your fortune is made! You will have a charming

uifr and thirty thousand francs a year with her, to say

i:iiihing of four millions of expectations in ten years" time."

In two evenings Sauvager was talked over. Roth he and

tli.' ['resident kept the affair a secret from old IMondct. from

Miiliii. and from the second memhcr of the statf of prosecut-

iiiL' counsel, reeling sure of Pdondet's impartiality on a

ijiicstion of fact, the President niaile certain of a majority

uiiliout connting Camusot. And now (^aTuusot's unexpected

il' fiction had thrown evcrythinir ont. What the President

united was a committal for trial hefore the pnlilic jiro'^ecntor

L"ii warning. How if Camu-^ot or the second c(mnsel for the

[iiii-ecution should send word to Paris?

And here some portion of Camusot's private history may
|iriliaps explain how it came to ])ass that Chesnel took it for

irraiited that the examining nuigistrate wonld ho on the

(i'l'.sgrignon.s' side, and how he had the holdness to tamper in

till' open street with that representative of justice.

Camusot's father, a well-known silk mercer in the Rue des

I'mnrdonnais, was amhitious for the only son of his first

marriage, and hrought him up to tlie law. When Camusot
junior took a wife, he gained with her the influence of an

ii-hcr f)f the Royal cahinet. haekstairs influence, it is true, but

still sullicient, since it had hrought him his first appointment

as justice of the peace, and the second as examining magis-

trate. At the time of his marriage, his father only settled

iin income of six thousand francs upon him (the amount of hia

innthers fortune, which he eonid legally claim), find as Mile.

Thirion hrought him no more than twenty thousand francs

a- her portion, the young couple knew the hardships of hidden

;i"verty. The salary of a provincial justice of the peace

does not exceed fifteen hundred francs, while an examining

i8
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Tnapistrnto'<? sti|irii(l is au^nnentod hy somothinfr Hko a thou-

Hiiml franc?. lM(aiiM' )iis position entails expanses and extra

work. 'I'lic [u.st. tlicroforc. is nnich oovctod, though it is nnt

poniijini'nt, Jirid the work is iiiavv, and that was whv
Mriio. Caniusnt had just Kfoldcd her husband for allowing the

I'rc-idcnt to read his thnui:hts,

Marie ("ecile Aiiielie Thirion, after three years of marriage,
pereeivi>d the l)lessin<.' of Heaven upon it in the regularity of

two ausi»irious fvent?—the l)irths of a girl and a boy; but

she prayed to he less blessed in future. \ few more of

such blessings would turn straitened means into diLitress. M,
Camusot's father's money was not likely to come to them for a

long time: and. rich as he was, ho would scarcely leave more
thiiii eight or ten tiiousand francs a year to "each of his

children, four in number, for he had been married twice.

.And besides, by the tirpe that all "expectations," as match-
makers call them, were realized, would not the magistrate have

children of his own to settle in life? Anv one can imagine
the situatifm for a little woman with plenty of sense and do-

termination, and ^Ime. Carnusot was such a woman. She diii

not refrain from meddling in matters judicial. She had far

too strong a sense of the gravity of a false step in her hus-

band's career.

She was the only child of an old s(>rvant of Louis XVIII..
a valet who ha<l followed his master in his wanderings in

Italy. Courland. and England, till after the Restoration the

King rewarded him with the one place that ho could fill at

Court, and made him usher by rotation to the royal cabinet.

So in .Xmelie's home there had been, as it were, a sort of

reflection of the Court. Thirion u-ed to tell her about the

lords, and ministers, and great men whom he announced and
introduced and saw passing to and fro Tlie girl, brought up
at the gates of the Tuileries. had caught some tincture of the

maxims practised there, and ado])ted the dogma of passive

obedience to autln'rity She had sagely judged that her hus-

band, liv ranging liimself on the side of the d'Esgrignons,
would find favor with ilme. la Duchesse de Maufrigneuse,
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ami with two powerful Iiumlifs ou wIidm- inilucjici' \m h the

Kiii^' tilt' Sieur Thinon lould depend at a;i oppuriuue

11, iimrit. '^.amusot iiuglu gel an appuintmeiit at the lj>t op-

j! rtuiuty within the jurisdietion of Taris, ami aftei ard.i

a; I'aris itself. That pmnKiiion, di'Mimd of and hjiiged fur

,i! 1 \i'ry inunieiit, was certain Xd liavc a .-ahiry ui ~i\ ihou.-and

fr.iiii .- attaeiied to it, as well as the allrviation of liviiij,' in lier

. a:i father's lious-e, or undtr the C'a":usots' ruuf, aiid all the

lilvantage;; of a father's fortune mi eiiinT s^id. If tlie adage,

"ttiit of i'ight is out of mind," Imhl^ ;.'oud of nio.-t women, it

b particularly true wiiere family feeling (jr royal or niin-

i?tt rial patronage is concerneil. The pergonal attendants of

k !ii,'s prosper at all times; you take f .i inlerr.-t in a man, be it

"'aI\ a man in livery, if you see him e. .ry day.

Mine. Camusot, regarding herself as a hinl of p,l^:.age, had

taken a little house in 'he Rue du Cygnc. Furnished

! Igings there were none; tin town w.is not enough of a

tii'iroughfare, and the Camusot- could not alford to live at

an inn like M. Michu. So the fair Parisian ha<l no choice for

II hilt to take such furniture as she could find ; and as she paid

a very moderate rent, the house was remarkably ugly, albeit

ii iiTtain quaintncss of detail was not wanting. It was built

ii..Minst a neighboring house in such a fashion that the side,

with f)nly one window in each story, gave ufxm the street, and
the front looked out u])on a yard where rose-bushes and buck-

h'lrn were growing along the wall on either >id('. On the

firther side, opposite the house, stood a shi'd. a roof (.ver two

hrick arches. A little wicket-gate gave entrance into the

jrh omy place (made gloomier still by the great walnut-tree

which grew in the yard), and a doul)le Hight of steps, with an

el.ihnrately-wrought hut rust-eaten handrail, led to the hon«e

(! ip. Inside the house there were two rooms on each floor.

Tiic dining-room occupied that jiart of the ground floor near-

' -' the street, and the kitclien lay on the other si(l(> of a nar-

rf'.v passage almost wholly taken ii]) by the wooil ii staircase,

•^•f the two first-floor rooms, one ilid duty as the niagistr *e's

ftifly, the other as a bedroom, while the nursery and the

ll
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8('r\illlt.-" lirillunlM -tudil alMiXC Ml lln' allh-. I'lli'lc were HO

(•(iliM;r> HI till' liuiiM'; till' (•rnv--lMMiii- acre >iin|plv uhiif.

^Vll^lll•l| .mil till' -|ii|l<> |llll-ti|ci| ..\.r. liolli Inolll- nit ttie

(Ir^l lliM.r ami (lie (litiiii^'-riMnii \iv\n\\ win' uaiiiM'uicil and
adiiiihcl with till' lali\ riiilliiiif i|r-i;^'n.. ulin'i ta\i'(l the pa-

tiiMicc nf tlic ri;:lit('ciitli ifnliirv Juiiicr; l.iit tlu' rarviii;,' had
iiciii |iaiiitcil a <liiii.'v j:ra\ iiio-l (|(|in --iii;: In iichuld.

'llic iiiii>,n>tratc"s sliitlv h.ukrd as ili()iii,'li il l)cl(;ii<.'((l t., a

provincial lauyrr; il < unlaiiutl a i»i;: lam an. ti iiialin;;aiiy

armcliair, a law stmii'iirs honks, ami -liahhy licli>ii<,'i[ii,'s tran."

I>ort''(l fi'diii i'an-. Mine. Caiim-oi"^ lunm wa- inori' of a

iialJM' |)ro(|iiii ; it l)(ia-I.i| a hliir-aml nlnir Mhcnir of (lr< urn-

tioii, a rai'|ict, ami that aiiniiialuu- kiiiil of furniture ulmh
a|i|)cars to he in the fa>hion, uhilr il i,- siiii|ily sonio -tvli' that

has failcii ill I'aris. As to the .Iiiiiii;r-iooiii. it was iiothiiij^

iiiit an ordinary provincial i iniiiL,'-rooiii. hare and chillv, with

a damp, faded pajicr on the vails.

In this shal)l)y room, with iiotliiiij^ to ?('e hut the walnut-

tree, the dark leaves j^'rowiii;,' a;,'ainst the waIN, and the aliuost

(U'scrtcd road hcyond them, a somewhat lively and frivolous

woniaii, acciistomeil lo the aniii-cmcnt- a^d ~tirid" I'aris. used

to sit all ihiy lon^. dav after da\. and fur the nio<t |)art nf

the time ahuie, ihouirii shi' recei\ed tire.-oiiie and inane visits

which led her to tliiidv her loneliness preferahle to enij)ty

tittle-tattle. If she perniilled hr|-<elf the sli'.difest 1,'leatii of

iiitellii:ence, it ir.ive ri>e t(» interminalile comment and em-

bitiercd her condition. She occupied imr-i'lf .1 i:rcat deal with

her children, not so much from ta-te ;i> fur the <ake of an in-

terest in her alnio<t solitary life, ami exercised her mind on the

only suhjects uhich she could lind—tow it. tlie iiitrii,'ues which

wont on around her. the ways of |)roviii( iaN. and the ambi-

tions shut in hy their narrow horizon-. Sn siie very soon

fathoinecl mysteries of which her liu>lia!id had no idea. As

she sat at her window with .1 piece id" iiiicnniltcut enihroid(Tv

work in her fliiiri-rs. she did n<it sen ]<ry wdnd-linfl full nf

fair^'ots nor the >ci\anl hiisy at t!ie wa-h tnli: <he was lookintT

out upon I'aris, I'aris where everythini: is pleasure, every-
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ii_' i- full of life. Slif (IriMiind nf I'aris irait'tii'-', and slifd

I!- tMCiiii-ii' -III- inti-'l iiliiiif ill ilii- (lull priMin (if a country

S! \r wa- (li-roii-olali- Im rau-i' >Im' li\i(l in a [x'aicfn.

: rut, u litrt' no con-nirai \ . no I'na

til

t a IT; II r woiijil I'Vcr occur.

ic *a\v luTH'lf ilooiiicij to hil unilcr the -liaijow of the walnut-

for -oTiic tunc to cnnic

Mine. Cainii.-ot \vH> a little, |.liini|>, fre<li. fair-liaired wo-

!!'. uitli a Very |iroi!iiiient forehead, a inoulli uhi<h receded,

i ,1 tiirned-iip cliin, a t\ pe of coiiiitiMiaiiee wiiiili i.- jia-.-ahlo

>iith. Im t looks old liefore the tinic, Ilcr hrijiht, (juR'l

. .- expressed lnT Iniloient de-ire to jrct on in the world,

i t lie cnvv horn of Ik r pie»enf inferior position, with rather

iiiih h landor; hut still they Hu'htcd up her coiniiionplace

: i
e and .-et if off with a certain eiier;.'y of fcelin;:. which suc-

- was certain to e\liiiirui-h in hUer life. At that time she

id to ".'ive a ;.'ood ihal of time and tliniit.'ht to tier dre-iscs,

'r.intin^' trininiines and cniliioiderinL' them ; she planneil out

' r costunies with the maid whom she had hrouL'lii with her

I'aris, and so maintained the reputation of Tarisicnnc:

m t

ih.t

l-ri

w provinces Her caustic tonmie was drcadid; she wa.-i

heloved. In that keen, invest i.Lratinj,' spirit peculiar to

i-ciipied women who are driven to jind some occupation

mpty days, she had ponden d the rr( -ideiit's jirivate ojiin-

til at leti^rth she di-co\ered what he meant to do, and

time pa>t she liad advi-ed ('aiiiu>ot to dcclaie war.

• I!-, un

some

voiiii;: Count's atfair wa- an excellent op|)ortunity. Was
!l not ol«viou>lv

1criminal ease hv

Camnsot's part to make a sicppinv'-stonc of

favoriiiLT the d"Ks''ri '.'lions, a familv with

r of a very dilTcrent kind from the power of the du

t roisier j)arty

'Nauvau'cr wi 11 nev< r marrv Mile. Duval. Tin v are dan-

in ir her hefore him. hut he wil he tl ic lllI] le of those

M,ichia\els in the Val-Nohle to whom he is irointx to sacrifice

~ position. Camiisot, tlii> aiTair. so unfortunate a.- it ia

riiiirlit on hv the I'resi-r the d K-irrii; lions, so insidiousiv li

nt for du ('rii>ier"s henclll. '.vill turn out well for nobody

;l i/oii." she had said, as tlic\ ui'nl in.



i

1

'

'

''•

pi31IB>; IB-

Ins

III

27S THE .TEALOrSIES OF A COUXTRY TOWN

Tlic slinud Parisicnno had likewise guessed the Presi-

dent's iindcrluind luaiKnivres with the Blandureaus, and his

object in hallling old Blondet's efforts, but she saw nothing to

be giiined in- ojioning the eyes of father or son to the perils of

the situation: she was enjoying the beginning of the connHly;

slie knew about the proposals made by Chesnel's successor on

behalf of Fabien du Konoeret, but she did not susjject how im-

portant that secret iiiiglit l)e to her. Tf she or her husband
were threatened l>y the President, Mme. Camusot could

threaten too, in her turn, to call th" amateur gardener's at-

tention to a selieme for carrying off the flower which he meant
to transplant into his house.

Chesnel bad n(d penetrated, like ^Ime. Camusot, into the

means by wliich Sauvager had been won over; but by dint of

looking into the various lives and interests of the men
grouped about the l.ilies of the Tribunal, he knew that lie

could count upon the puldic prosecutor, upon Camusot, and
^r. Miehu. Two jiidgt's for the d"]']sgrignons would paralyze

the rest. And, finally, Cliesncd knew old Blondet well enough
to fetd sure tliat if he ever swerved from impartiality, it would
be for the sake of tiie work of liis wiiole lifetime.—to secure

his son's aj>j)ointiiient. So Chisnel sle])t, full of confidence,

on tlie resolve to go to M. Blondet ami offer to realize his so

long cherished iiopes. while be opened his eye.; to President

du Honceret's treachery, liloiulet won over, ho would take a

peremptory tone with the examining magistrate, to whom
he hoped to prove that if Victurni«^n was not blameless, ho

had been merely im|)ru<lent : the whole thing should be shown
in the light of a 1,'oy's thoughtlesfj escajiade.

Jiut Ciie.-iiel slept neither soundly nor for long. Before

dawn he was awakened by his housekeeper. The most be-

witching person in this history, the most adorable youth on

the face of the globe, ^fme. la Duchesse de Maufrigneuse her-

self, in man's attire, had driven alone from Paris in a caleche.

and was waiting "o see him.

•'T have come to save him or to die with him," said she.

addl•es^ing the notary, who thought that he was dreaming.

I
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"I iiavo brought ;i liundred t!''>i; id francs, given me by

His Majesty out of his private nrr-, , to buy Victumien's in-

iKicentv, if his adversary can Ije bribed. If we fail utterly,

I have brouglit poison to snateli him away before anything

t.ikis j)!ace, before even tlie indietnient is drawn up. But

\\r' shall not fail. I have sent word to the public prosecutor;

he is on the road beliiud me; lie could not travel in my
caleche, because be wished to take the instructions of the

Keeper of the Seals."

Chesuel rose to the occasion and played up to the Duchess;

he wrapped himself in his dressing-gown, fell at her fed and

kissed them, not without asking her pardon for forgetting

himself in his joy.

"We are saved !" cried he ; and gave orders to Brigitte to

fee that Mme. la Duchesse had all that she needed after travel-

ing post all night. He ap|)ealed to tlie fair Diane's spirit,

by making her see that it was absolutely necessary that she

should visit the examining magistrate before daylight, lest

any one should discover the secret, or so much as imagine that

the Duchesse de Maufrigneuse had come.

"And have 1 not a passport in due form?'' quoth she, dis-

playing a sheet of paper, wherein she was described as M. le

^'i(omte Feli.x de Vandenesse, Master of Re(iU('sts. and His

Majesty's private secretary. "And do I not play my man's

;>art well?" she added, running her fingers through her wig

a Id Titus, and twirling her riding switch.

"0! Mme. la Duchesse, you are an angel!" cried Chc-nel,

with tears in his eyes. (She was destined always to l)e an

aiiirel, even in man's attire.) "Button u]) your greatcoat,

riiutHe yourself up to the eyes in your traveling cloak, take

niy arm, and let us go as quickly as possible to Camusot's

li'juse before anybody can meet us."

"Then am I going to see a man called Camusot?" she

a^kod.

"With a nose to match his name."* assented Chesnol.

The old notary felt liis heart dead within him, but he

• Camm, Bat-noaed

1 !
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thought it iioih' tli(> ' -> iicci's.-ary to humor llic Duchess, to

laugh when she lanu'luMl. iuul slied tears wlien i^he wept;

groaning in spirit, all llie same, over tiie feminine frivolitv

which eould iind matter for a jest while setting ahout a

matter so ,-erious. Wiiat would lie not have done to save

the Count? While Cliesnel dressed, Mme. ih- Maufrigneuse

sipped the eup id" eolTee and ereaiii whiili KriuMtte hroULrlit

her, and agreed with lierM'lf that ])ro\iiieial Women eooks are

superior to the i'ari-ian rlirfs, who (hspise the little details

Avhieh make all the dilfereiiee to an e]»ieure. Thanks to

Cliesnel'.- taste for delicate fare, IJrigitte was found prepared

to set an exeellcnl meal hefore the iHichoss.

Chesnel and his charming companion set out for M. and

Mme. Caniusot's house.

"All I so there i- a Mmo. CanuLsot ?"' said the Duchess.

"Then the atfair may he managed."

"And so much the more readily, ))ecause the lady i.s visibly

tired enough of living among us ])roviiuial.- ; she comes fnnu

Paris," said Chesnel.

"Then we must have no secrets from her?"

"You will judiic how much to tell or to conceal." Chesnel

replied humiily. "l am sure thai ^he will he greatly tlattered

to he the Duche--i' de Maufrigneux's hostess: you will he

obliged to stay in her house until nightfall, 1 exp"ct, unles.^

you find it inconvenient to remain."

"Is this Mme. Camusot a gooddooking wonuin?" asked the

Duchess, with a coxcond)"s air.

"She is a hit of a (|ueen in her own house."

"Then she is sure to nu'ddle in courtdiouso affair-," re-

turned the Duchess. "Xowhere hut in France, my dear M.

Chesnel. do you >ee women so much wedded to their husijauds

that they are wedded to their husbands" professions, work, or

business as well. In Italy. Kngland, an<l (iermany. women
make it a point cd' honor to leave men to fight their own

battles; they shut their eyes to their husbands' work as

perseveringly as our I'reiu-h citizens' wi\es do all that in tlietu

lies to understand the position of their joint-stock partner-

IM
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A:\p\ is not that wlial you call it in yoi'.r logal laiiguago?

1 nnclnvonicn an- so iiici'fdibly jcalons in tie coiuluct <'f tlnjir

iiiiirit'd life, that thev insisl on knowing evLTytliing ; and that

i- Iidw, in the least dillieulty. yon feel the wife's hand in the

ii -iiie^s; the Frenehwonian advises, guides, and warns her

i;ii-li;md. And, truth to tell, the man is none the worse off.

I;: iliigland. if a married man is ])ut in prison for debt for

ii. I !iiy-four hours, his wife will be jealous and make a scone

»!hii he comes back."

"iJiTe we are, without meeting a soul on the way," said

C'li'srifl. "You are the more sure of complete aseendeiiey

hire. Mme. la Duchesse, since Mme. Cannisot's father is one

1 tiirion. usher of the royal cal)inet."

"And the King never thought of that I" exclaimed the

hess. "He thinks of notliingi Thirion introduced us,

I'rince de Cadignan, M. de Vandenesse, and me I Wo
-!i.i]l have it all our own way in this house. Settle everything

i\ith M. f'anuisot while I talk to his wife.'\

The maid, who was washing and dressing the children,

^!llAved the visitors into the littli' tireless dining-room.

""Take that card to your mistress," said the Ducliess. luwer-

iv.'j: Iier voice for the wonnin's ear; 'mibody else is to see it.

!i' \nu are discreet, child, you shall not lose b* it."

At the souiul of a woman's voice, and tlie sight of the hand-
-I'tiic young man's face, the maid looked tluuiderstrnck.

"Wake M. Camusot." said Chesnel. "and tell him, that I

am waiting to see him on iniportjint business," and she de-

li;; rted upstairs forthwith.

A few minutes later Mme. Camusot, in lier dressing-gown,

S lang downstairs and brought the hand-ome stranger into

ti' r room. She had pushc(l Camnsoi out of bed and into his

M i(iy with all his clothes, biddiug him dress himself at once

.ii il wait there. The transformation xciie had iiecn brought

ahoui by a bit of pasteboard with the words MadaNiK r.A

iHcHESSE DE MAfFRKiXErsK engraved upon it. A daughter

of the usher of the royal cabinet took in the wliole situation

at once.

(I 1
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"Well!" exilaimcd tin- iiiaid-servant, loft with Clicsiit'l in

the dining-room, "would not any one tliiiik that a thunder-

bolt had drt)i>i)i'd in among us? Tho ma:-tor is dressing in

his study; you can go upstairs."

"Not a word of all this, mind," said Chcsnel.

Now that he was conscious of the support of a great lady

who had the King's consent (by word of mouth) to the

measure? about to be taken for rescuing the Comte d'Ksgri-

gnon, he spoke with an air of authority, which served his

cause much better with Camusot than the humility with

which he would otherwise have approached him.

"Sir," said he, "the words let fall last evening may have

surprised you, hut they are serious. The house of d'Esgri-

gnon counts upon you for the proper conduct of investigations

from which it must issue without a spot."

"I shall pass over anything in your remarks, sir, which

must be offensive to me personally, and obnoxious to justice;

for your position with regard to the d'Esgrignons excuses you

up to a certain point, but
"

"Pardon me, sir, if I interrupt you," said Cliesnel. ''I

have just spoken aloud the things which your superiors are

thinking and dare not avow ; though what those things are

any intelligent man can guess, and you are an intelligent

man.—Grant that the young man had acted imprudently,

can you suppose that the sight of a d'Ksgrignon dragged into

an Assize Court can be gratifying to the King, the Court, or

the Ministry? Ts it to the interest of the kingdom, or of

the country, that historic hou.«es should fall? Is not the ex-

istence of a great aristocraev, consecrated by time, a guarantee

of that Equality which is the catchword of the Opposition

at this moment ? Well and good ; now not only lias there imt

been the slightest imprudence, hut we are innocent victims

caught in a trap."

"I am curious to know how," said the examining magis-

trate.

"For the last two years, the Sieur de Croisier has regularly

allowed M. le Comte d'Esgrignon to draw upon liini for very



THE JEALOUSIES OF A COUNTRY TOWN 2srj

larj,'f' ^ums," said Chcsnel. "We are going to produce drafts

fnr iiuirt' than a hundred thousand crowns, which he con-

Mitiully met; the amounts being remiuod by me—bear that

uil! ill mind—either before or after the bills fell due. M. le

Coiiitc d'B^'^grij^'iion is in a position to produce a receipt for

the sum paid l)_v liim, before this hill, this alleged forgery,

wiis drawn. Can you fail to see in that case that thi- charge

l^ a piece of spite and party feeling? And a charge brought

against the heir of a great house by one of the most dangerous

(•nirnie.s of the Throne and .Altar, what is it but an odious

slander? There has been no more forgery in this atTair than
ilirre has been in my otrice. Summon Mme. du Troisier, who
kii'.ws nothing as yet of the charge of forgery : she will declare

til you that I brought tlie money and paid it over to her, so

tiiat in her husband's absence she might remit the amount
fill- which he has not asked her. Examine du Troisier on
till point; he will tell you that he knows nothing of my pay-
in. tit to Mme. du Croisier."

"Vou may make such assertions as these, sir. in M. d'Esgri-

.'iiiin's salon, or in any other house where people know noth-

iiiL' of business, anrl they may be believed : but no e.xamining

iM iiristrate. unless he is a driveling idiot, can imagine that

a '.vonian like Mme. du Troisier, so submissive as she is to

! IT husband, has a hundred thousand crowns lying in her desk
at this moment, without saying a word to him; nor yet that
!'i "Id notary would not have advised M. du Croisier of the

li. iiosit on his return to town."'

The old notary, sir. had gone to Paris to put a stop to the
Villi tiff man's extravagance."

"I have not yet examined the Tomte d'Esgrignon," Camu-
-II' hetran ; ''his answers will point out my duty."

is he in close custodv?"

•Yes."

"Sir." said The-^nel. seeing danser ahead, "the e.xamina-
'"I'l can be made in our interests or airainst them. But there

two courses open to you: you can establish the fact on
M

» ;
i
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1

du Troi>;ier's deposition that the amount was depositprj

her before the bill was dra\ni ; or you can examine
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the unfortiinati' young man implicated in this affair, and ho

in his (oiiru.-ioii may rumcmbiT nothing and comniit liiiii-

K'lf. Vdti will (IccidC wiiii'h is tlie more crcdiliK'—a sli]. i,f

ini iiKny oil tiu' iiarl of a woman in her ignorance of business.

or a I'Di-gcry (nniniitlcd by a d'iOsgrignon."

"All ihis i- hoidc the |)oiiil.'" began t'amusot ; "the i\\iv<-

tion is, uhitluT M. \v Coiiite <ri';>grigiion has or has not used

tile hiwcr half nf a Ictler addressed to liini liy dii ("roisier as

a bill (if exchange."

"Kh I and so he might." a voice cried suddenly, as Mme.

Cannisot bn-ke in, fullnued l)y the handsome stranger, "so

lie iniL'ht. when .M. Chesiiel had advanced the money to meet

the hill—"
She leiiut r)ver her husband.

Mill will have the first vacant appointment as assistant

j igc .
• i'.wis. vuii jire serving the King himself in this

'ill ! ])ro(if of it ; vol! will not lie forgotten." she said,

her voice I'or his ear. "''riiis young man that you

tlie Duchesse do .Maufrigneii-e ; yon ninst never

iier, and do all that yon can for the young Count

enieii."" said Camnsot. '"even if the preliminary e.x-

i- ' ducted to prove the young Count's innocence.

'.(•r f -lie view the court niiiv take? M. Che- lel,

-o. I' -weet. know what M. le Presidcmt wants."

''I' it. '" said Mine. Caniusnt, "go yourself to M.

"f^eji- s . ng. and tell him that the Count has been

re-i ' lie two again>t two in that case. 1 will be

uui! .lines from Pnris. ;ind you know that he is

devot. iiol)l(^s-;e. Cood blood cannot lie."

Ai lai nioiuent Mile. Cadot's voice was lieard in the

doorv, ,iv. Slie had brought a note, and was waiting for an

answer. Camusoi went out, and came liack again to read the

uote aloud :

•'Ar. !e A'iee-President begs ^L Caniusot to sit in audience

to-dav luid for '^e next fi'w days. <,, that there may be a

(juoruiii during .M. le rresideut's absence."
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•Then there is un end of the )ireliiiiinar> e.\amination I"'

.:. .1 Mine. Caniusot. "Did I not tell vou," dear, that they
umii!,! [ilay you some u-rly triek? The President has p.ne otf to

>:;iim!it you to tlie puidic prosecutor and the President of the
< iiirt-Hoyal. Vou will he chan<;ed hefore you can make the
. \;:inination. Is {hat clear?"

Vi'U will stay, monsieur," said the Duchess. "The puhlic

i'l-K iiior is comin<r, I hope, in time."

•W li.'U the puhlir prose<iiI(ir arrives," little Mine. Camu-
-m! -.11(1, with some iwat, "lie mu,-t tiiid all over.— Ves, niv
li'ir. \is,"' ^^lle added, looking' full at her amazed hushand.

—

•.\ii I old hypocrite (d" a i're.-ideiit, you are settinjr your wits

;i-:iiMst us; you shall remeiiiher it I Vdu have a mind to help

u> !n a dish of your own making', you sliall have two .^^erved up
I.' \mu iiy your humble servant C'ecile Amelie 'riiirionl—

Tn-.r old Hlondi't : It is lucky for him that the Pn'sident
ha- taken this jourmv to turn us out. for now that preat oaf
I'l .1 .loseph Blondi . will marry Mile. Hlandureau. 1 will

:• I i'ather lilondei have som<' seeds in return.— .\s for you,
t ami, sot, po to ,M. Michu's, while Mme. la I luchesse and 1

"i!! l:o to find old Hlondi't. Vou must expect to hcai- it said

all Dvcr the town to-iiiorrow that I took a walk with a lover

\'A'.> iiiorninjr."

.Mme. Camusot took the Duches-" arm, and tiicy went
i!:niuj:h the town hy d. -crted streets to avoid aii\- unplca^ant

a!\.iiture on the way to the old Vice-President's house.

< !i--iiel meanwhile conferred with the yoim<r Count in prison ;

< aiiiusot had arran<red a stolen interview. Cook-maids,
"'

1 >ants. and the other early risers of a eountrv town. seeinL'

Mi;ir. (,'amusof and the Ducliess takinj: their way tlirnui.r|i

lii' hack streets, took the youn^ p'litlemaii for an adorer from
I'a'is. That eveninfr, as Cecile Amelie had -aid. the news of

:.' r behavior was circulated about the town, and more than
"!• -candalous rumor was occasioned thereby. .Mme. Camu-
> ' and her supposed lover fonml old Hlotidef in his ;.^reen-

li" -c. Tie trreeted his colleatxue's wife and her companion,
ii.'i'l gave the charming young man a keen, uneasy glance.

'til
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"I have the honor to introduce one of my husbaud's
cousins," paid lime. Camusot, bringing forward the Duchess;
"he is one of the most distinguished horticulturists in Paris;

and as he cannot spend more tiian the one day with us, on his

way bacl< from Brittany, and lias heard of your tlowers and
plants, I have taken the liberty of eoiiiing early."

"Oh, the gentleman is a horticulturist, is he?" said old

Blondet.

The Duchess bowed.

"This is my coffee-plant," said Blondet, "and here is a tea-

plant."

"What can have taken .M. le President away from home?"
put in Mine. Camusot. "I will wager that hi-; absence con-

cerns M. (.'amusot."

"Exactly.—This, numsieur, is the queerest of all cactuses,"

he continued, jiroducing a ilower-pot which a[)peared to con-

tain a piece of mildewed rattan; "it comes from Australia.

You are very young, sir, to be a horticulturist."

"Dear M. Blondet, never mind your ilowers," said Mme.
Camusot. "I't/u are concerned, you and your hofies, and your
son's marriage wiih .Mile. Blaiidureau. SOu are duped by the

President."

"Bah!" said old Blondet, with an incredulous air.

"Yes," retorted she. "If you cultivated people a little more
and your Ilowers a little less, you would know that the dowry
and the hopes that you have sown, and watered, and tilled,

and weeded are on the point of being gathered now by cunning
hands."

"Madame !
"

"Oh, nobody in the town will have the courage to flv in the

President's face and v/arn you. I, however, do not belong to

the town, and, thanks to this obliging young man, I shall soon

be going l)ack to Paris: so I can inform you that Chesnel's

successor has madi- formal proposals I'nr .\rile. Claire Blan-

dureau's hand on Lrluilf of young du Pnnceret, who is to have
fifty thousand crouns from his parents. .Vs for Fabien, he

has made up his mmd to receive a call to the bar, so as to gain

an appointment as judge."
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Rlnndot dropped the flower-pot which he had brought
(i!ii I'lir tilt' Duchess to see.

•Oh. my cactus! Oh. my son! and Mile. Blan-
'i'""'""'

• • •
T-ook here! the cactus flower is broken to

•Ao." Mine. Camiisot answered, laughing; "everything
..111 111' put right. If you luive a iiiirKJ to see your son a
judge in another month, we will tell you how you must set to
«'nrk

"

•'.-^tep this way, sir, and you will see my pelargoniums, au
rnrlianting sight while they are in flower " Then ho
ii.idrd to Mme. Caniu.sot, "Why did you speak of tfiese mat-
ters wliile your cousin was present.''

••All dej)ends ujjon him," riposted Mme. Camusot. "Your
-Mil's ii])pointinent is lost for ever if you let fall a word about
this voung man."
"Mah!"

'The young man is a flower
"

••Ah!"

••Me is the Duchesse de Maufrigneuse, sent hero by His
Mii.ii'sty to save young d'Ksgrignon, whom they arrested yes-
t.piay on a charge of forgery brought against him by" du
f'r.ii-ier. Mme. la Duchesse has authority from the Keeper
'f the Seals; he will ratify anv promises that she makes to

"^\y cactus is all right!" exclaimed Rlondet, peering at
hi- [irecious plant.

—
'"(.io on, I am listening."

•"Take counsel with Canmsot and Miehu to hush up the
a'Tair as soon as possitile. and your son will get the appoint-
u\ru\. It will come in time enough to baffle du Ronceret's

uii.irrhand dealings with the Blandureaus. Your son will

-dinething better than assistant judge; he will have M.
t'liiiiisot's post within the year. The public p.osecutor will

hi iuTe to-day. M. Sauvager will be obliged to resign, I

• vixi-t, after his conduct in this aflfair. .\t the court my hus-
hiiiii will show you documents whi'b completely exonerate

('(nint and prove that the forgery was a trap of du
isier's own setting."

+
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Old Blondit Went into ilif Olyiiipif i ircii.^ wliciv Iii six

thousaiiil |tcljir}:oiiiiiMi- stcxn!. iiinl iiuidc his bow Id (In;

DiU'lit'>«.

"Monsieur." >;ii<i ln', "if \niir wislics do not cxcci'd llic law,

this thinjr Miiiy lie (l.iic.'"

"Monsii'ur." rctiirui I tin' hiichi'<-. "send in yoi:r r('si;.'iia-

tioii to M. ("hrMi''l |i(-iiiiirpiu. iind I will proiiii-i wui ihat

your son shall Im' a)i|Miini(d wi! in tlir wock : bnl you niii-t

not ri'~imi until you li.ivr had (<.n!irtuatioii nf my pfoini^o

from ihc puMic prosfcuior. You men of law will oouir t'l

a hotter undcrslaridinir anions: your-clvcs. Only let liim

know that the Duchc-sc dc MaufriLnicusc has jilcdgcd Ipt

word to you. And not a word ;i~ to niv journey hither." du-

adde(l.

The old judp' ki--cd lur lianil :ind hcLran recklessly to

gatluT hi- hesi llower- i'<>f her.

"Can .ou thiids of it: (Jive flieiii to inadanie," ^aid tho

Duehess. "A youiiu' man would Mot have flowers about him

when he had a pfelt woiii;i;i on In- ;irm."'

"Before you ^.'•o down to the eouit." added Mme. ramusot,

"ask Chesnel's -acn --or ahout tho>e propo-als that he made

in the name cd" M. and Mme. i li'oiieen.|."

Uld Blondet. <|uite overcome hy tlii- \elation of tho Pre>i-

dent's duplicity, stood planted on his fict hy the wicket irate,

lookin<:f after the Iao women a- tliey hurried away throuirh

by-strcets home a,:;aiii. The ( ilili( c rai.-ed .-o painfully during

ten year? for his beloved -nu \\a> erumblin^' visibly beforo

his eyes. Was it ])ossibiey II.' su-|ieeled some trick, ami

hurried away to Chesiiers successor.

At half-]iast nine, before the court was sittinfr, Vico-Prc^i-

dent lilondet. Camu-ot. atid Michu met with romarkaMf

punctuality in (lie eoutieU chandxT. Rlnudet locked the deur

with some precautions when Caniusot and Michu came in to-

gether.

"Well, Mr. Vice-President." bepin Mwhu. "M. Sauvairer,

without consultinLT tlie [i\ddic prosecutor, has issued a warrant

for the appreheii-iou of one Comte d'Hsgriguon, in order to
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•<i\<- a ^Tiul^T lioriic af;;iiii-i liim \,\ oiw du C'ruis^ier, un
!'• my of tlu' Kiii;,'".s pivcriiiinnt. It i- a n^'iilar top-v-liirvy

'.:,r. 'I'lie i'ri'sidi'iil, lor lii- |i,irt. ;,'im.s away, and ilicrd))'

I'
:

- a .stoji to till' iiri'liiiiiiiaiv (xaiiniiann;!- ! And ur kimw
:

Miiii^' of (lif iiiaUiT. Do they. Ia' any ihaiicc, nicaii to

til • our baud r"

T!ii> is till' first word I Iiavc luard of it." said tlic \'icr-

I'l'-idi'iit. Ill' was furious uiih tlir l*n'>id, iit for sti'aliii;,' a
fiMivh on liirii with the Iilaiidtircau>. ('iu>ncr.- >U((i>.-or,

!!' du IJoiHrri'ts' man. lunl jii^t f;iIli'M into a .-narc s<'t by
I! Ill jiidj^'c; the trulli wa> oiil, lu' i<iicw the .-ccri't.

"It is lucky that we sjiokc io you aliout that luatttT, inv
'! ir master," said Cauiu.Mit. "lU' \nu uiIl:! have ;:iv.'ii up all

!
, ' of scatini,' your sou on tlic hciirh or of luarrvin^' hitn to

M !••. Hlandurcau."

"Iliit it is tio (jucstioii of uiy sou. imr of his nrirriaifc,"

-.:;.| ilic \'ic('-|'rr,-idcut ; '•w.' arc talkin^r of youn;.' Cuiuto
iri]-i:rii,Mion. Is he or is h^ not tniiltv "

'it scfiiis that ChcMii I (lc|io>it(d ilio auioimt to lucot the
f' 'I with Mine, (hi Cmi.-irr." >aiil Michu. "and a criinc hat"

I'M niado of a uhtc irrr^rnhirit;, . Accordini: to th( charfjt',

i'. ( ount made use of tiic lower Ihilf of a h-tter })ea'"iniT du
O'i-ier's sifrnatnre as a drift wliiili lie cashed at tlu' Kel-

-I

\

"An imprudent tliinj: to do." wa~ CamusotV comment.
"I'lUt why i< d' ('roisicr procccdiiiLT au'ain-t him if th(!

.'Miount was p;iii] hcforcliand :-" a.-ked Vice-Pre.-idcut IJlon-

.I'!,

"lie (]iH'>i not know thai the money was deposit. (! with
!;.- uife; or he prelend> tliat he does not know." said ' .mii-

"Ii is a piece of provincial spite." said .Michu.

">^till it looks like a for^'ery to me." said oh! Hlondet. N'o

;
-ion could obscure judicial clear-siirhtedness in him.
'|>o yon think so?" returned Camusot. '"But. at tlie out-

>•'. -upposiii<T that the Count liad no liusiness to draw upon
('•

' t'roisior. there would still be no for;jery of the signature'

19
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290 THE .fi:al(>isii:s of a coixtuy town
and tlie Cuiint hdirvod lliat ho liad a ri,i,dit to draw on
CroisiiT when Clu.sm'l advised him that tiie'inoney had been
placed to his credit."'

'•Well, then, wliere is the forgery ?" asked Blondet. "It
is the intent to defraud which constitutes forgery in a civil
action."

''Oil, it is clear, if you take du Croisier's version for truth,
that the signature was diverted from its purpose to obtain a
sum o. -loney in spit- of du Croisier's contrary injunction to
liis bankers," CainusMt answered.

"Gentk'men," sai-' Blondet, "this seems to me to > a mere
trifle, a quibble.— > ;ipposo you had the money, I ought per-
haps to have waiici until 1 had your authorization; but I,

Comte (ri:sgrignon. was ])ressed for money, so I Come'
come, your prose(iition is a piece of revengeful spite.
Forgery is defiiK'd by tin' law as an attemjit to obtain any ad-
vantage which right fully belongs to another. There is no
forgery liere, according to the letter of the IJoman law, nor
according to tlie spiiii of modern jurisprudence (always from
the point of view of a civil action, for we are not here con-
cerned with tiic falsification of ]ml)lic or authimtic docu-
ments )

.
Between jirivate individuals the essence of a forgery

is the intent to defraud; where is it in this case? In what
times are we living, gentlemen ? Jlore is the President going
away to balk a preliminary examination which ought to be
over by this time! Tntil to-day I did not know M. le Presi-
dent, but he shall have the benefit of arrears; from this time
forth he shall draft his decisions himself. You musi set

about this affair with all possible speed, M. Camusot."
"Yes," said ]\Iichu. "In my opinion, instead of letting the

young man out on bail, we ought to pull him out of this mess
at once, l^verything turns on the examination of du Croisior
and his wife. You might summons them to appear while
the court is sitting. M. Camusot; take down their depositions
before four (."clock, send in your report to-night, and we will

give our .leeision in the morning before the court sits."

"We will settle \\ hat course to pursue while the barristers

°''^H|tj
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pleading," said Vice-President Blondet, addressing

Ciiiiiusot.

And with that the tliree judges put on tlieir robes and wont

inli) court.

At noon Mile. Armande and the Bishop reached the Hotel

(i'llsL'rignon; Chesnel and M. Couturier were tiiei.' to meet

thcin. There was a sutlieiently short conference bi'twi'iMi the

imhite and Mnie. du Croisier's director, and the latter set

cut at once to visit his charge.

At eleven o'clock that morning du Croisier recfivi-d a sum-

mons to appear in the examining magistrate's otlice Ix'tween

(ir)c and two in the afternoon. Thither he iu'took himself,

(oiisumed l)y well-f(mndcd suspicions. It was imi)ossil)!e that

t!ic President should have foreseen the arrival of the Duchesse

iK' Maufrigneuse upon the scene, the return of the public

i.rosecutor, and the hasty confabulation of his learned

hri'thrcn; so he had omitted to trace out a plan for du

Croisier's guidance in the event of the preliminary examina-

i!i>n taking jjlace. Neither of the pair imagined that the

[iroccx}dings would be hurried on in this way. Du (Voisier

niicved the summons at once; he wanted to know how M.

Camusot was disposed to act. So he was compelled to answer

the questions ])ut to him. Camusot addressed him in sum-

mary fashion with the six following inquiries:—

"\Vas the signature on the bill alleged to lie a forgery in

vnur handwriting?—Had you previously (huie l)usiness with

M. le Comte d'Ksgrignon ?—Wa.s not M. le Comte d'Ksgrignon

ill the habit of drawing upon you, with or without advice?

—

Did you not write a letter authorizing M. (VEsgrignon to rely

upon you at any time?—Had not Chesnel -^qiian'd the account

not once, but many times already?—AVere you mA away from

!,ome when this took place?"

All these questions the banker answereil in the airirmative.

In spite of wordv explanations, the magistrate always brought

liim back to a "Yes" or "Xo." When the (piestions and

inswers alike had l)een resumed in the prorh-iwrfmU the ex-

amining magistrate brought out a final thunderbolt.

!«M
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292 THE JEAI,OT'SIES OF A COUNTRY TOWN
"W^s (111 Croisicr aware that tlu" inonev il(stino(l to meo

the liill liad Ikcii deposited with him, du Croisier. aceordin;
to Chesiiel's deehirati'ui, and a letter of adviee sent hy the ^-ail

Chcsiirl In the Coiiit.' (rKsu'ri^rnoii, five davs before the dit
of the bill?"

That last .|iiesti-,n friirhteiicd du Croisier. He a.sked wlia
was meant i)_v it, and wlu'ther he wa.? .supposed to be the (h
feudaut and M. le Vumw d"KsL,n-iunon the plaintitT? II,

called ih,. magistrate's attention to the faet that if the moiu"
had been dijujsited with him, lliere wa.s no groi -id for tlii

action.

"Justiee is seekin<j informaticm," said t!ie ma^nstrate, a
he dismi-.sed the witness, but not before lie iiad tliken dowi
du Creisier's last observation.

'J^ut the money, sir
"

"The money is at your house."
Chesnel. likewise summoiK'd. cam^' forward to explain th(

matter. The truth of his assertions was borne out hy .Mine
du Croi.-i.r's deposition. The Coiiiu had alreadv been ex-

amined. Promi^ted by Chesnel. h<' produe.Ml du" Croisier":
first letter, in which he be.--ed the Count to draw upon him
without the iiiMiliin,:: formality ,.f d<.[tositini: the amount
beforehand. The Comte d"Ks-ri-aon n.xt brou^jht out ;i

letter in ChcsnelV iKiiidwrilin-. by wiiich the notary advis.^]
him of the dcpo-it of a hundred tlinu-and crowns" with :\I.

du Croisier. With such primary (^iru as ihcsf. to hrinir for-
ward as evidence, the young Count's innocence was bound to

emerge triunqihantly from a court of law.
Du Croisier went home from the court, his face white

with rage, and the foam of repressed fury on his lips. Hi.-,

wife was sitting by the fireside in the drawmg-room at work
up.Hi a pair of slippers for him. She trembled when .-he

looked into his face, imt lier mind was made up.
"Madame," he stammered out, "what depo,«ition is this

that you made before the magistrate? Yon have dishonored,
ruined, and betrayed me!"

"I have saved you, monsieur," answered she. "If some
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(lav you will have the lionor of connectinj; yourself with the

i!'i',sLrri;:ii(>ns \>y marrying: your nioce to the Count, it will

ii' I ntirely owing to my oonduct to-day."

"A miracle I" eried he. "Balaam's ass has : poken. Noth-

ing' will astonish me aftiT this. Ami where are the hundred

': MU>and erowns which (so .M. Canuisot tells nie) are here

.:: (iiy house?"

Here they are," said she, pulliiiLT out a bundle of hank-

! ir- from lieneath the eushi(tn> of her settee. "I have not

iiimitted mortal sin by declaring that M. Cliesne' gave them
niu iny keeping."

"While I was away r"

"You were noi here."

"Will you swear that to nie on your salvation?"

"I swear it," she said composedly.

"Then why did you say nothing to me about it?" de-

manded he.

"I was wrong there," said his wife, "iii:t my mistake was

,; 1 for your good. Your niece will be ilanpiise d'Esgrignon

- nil- (d' the,-;e days, and you will perhajis be a de])uty, if you

!" iiave well in this de])lorable business. You have gone too

fir; you must find out how to get back again."

l)u Croisier, under stress of painful agitation, strode u])

,;nd down his drawing-room; 'Aliik' his wife, in no less agita-

tion, awaited the result of this exercise. Du Troisier at

!. ngth rang the bell.

"I am not at homo to any one to-night." he said, when the

iifin appeared; "shut the gates; and if any one calls, tell

'Min that vour mistress and I hav gone into the country.

Vw shall start directly after dinner, and dinner liiust be half

.': hour earlier than usual."

The -I'eat news was discus-^cd that evening in every draw-

' ,'-room ; little shopkeei)ers. working folk, begirars, the

• hiesse. the nuTcliant class—the v bole town, in short, was

liking of the Comte d'Ksgrignon's ;irre-t on a charire of

-rwrv. The Comte d'Esgrignon would be tried in the

fi? i

11
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Assizo Court ; he would he coiKlcniiK d miil Itrandcd. Most

of tho^( \v!io canil fur tln' hoimr >'( ilir family denied the

fact. At nitrhtfall Clie-iU'I went in Mum'. Caiiiusnt and es-

corted the f;tranj:er to the lintel iril-LM'iLriinii. I'nor Mile.

Arniande \va.-< expeetinj: him; ^lie hd the fair Diiehiss toiler

(Hvn ronm, which -he had ^^iven u]! In luT. for his lordship

the Mishnj) occnpied NMcturiiien's chamlier; and, loft alonf

with her jiuest, the nohlo woman irlanccd at the Ihiehess with

most piteous eves.

"Your nwed help, iiideid. madanie. to the poor bov lylio

ruined himr-elf for vniir s.ike," >he >aid, "the hov to whom we

are all of us .'^acriilciii;: our>cives.""

The Durhc.ss hail alrt ai!y made a v.oman's survey of Mile.

d'Ksgri>:non"s room; the enld. hare, comfortless chamher,

that iiiiLdit have hteu a nuirs cell. ua< like a j)ictiire of the

life of the heroic v.oman hefore iier. 'i'he I)uchess saw it all

—pa.-t, present, and future— with ri-in,i: emotion, felt the

inconi^ruity id' lier ]>resence, and <cnld not keep back the

fallinu' tears that made aii-wer for her.

But in Mile. Armamle t'.ie Chri-liati oveicaine Yic^turnion's

aunt. '".Ml, 1 wa- wmni:: fnruive me, .Mine, la Duchosse;

you did not know how jxmr we were, and my nephew was in-

capahle of the admi.-^inii. And heside-. now that I see you, I

can understand all—even the crime I"'

And Mile. Annande, withered ar.d thin and white, but

beautiful as tlmse tall austere sh'iider tiirures which (Jcrman

art alnne can painl. had tears too in Inr tyes.

I>n not fear, dear anircl," the Duihess ,-aid at last; "he

is safe.-'

"Yes. hut honor?—and his career? Cliesnel told me; the

Kim: knows the truth."

'•\Ve will think of a way of rejiairinir the evil,'' said the

Duche.v-.

Mile. Arniande went downstairs to the salon, and found

the Collection of .\:di(iuities complete to a man. Every one

of ihciii had come partly to do honor to the Bishop, partly

to rally round the Marquis; but Chesnel, posted in the ante-

=

fi .
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rhanilior, wjiriicfl cnch new arrival to --ay no word of tin' atTair.

iliat tlic a^'od Manniis iiii,L'hl lunvr know tliat siuli a thin;; had
hirii. The liiyal Frank was ipiiti' capal)!!' i>\' killin;: his son

IT ilu Croi>i('r: for cither the onr or the nth^r iiiiisl have

li'T-n gnilty of death in his cyos. It ( hanccd, stran^'cly

I noiiorh, tiiat he talked iiiore of Victurnien than u>iril ; lie was

L'lad that his son had L'one liaek to I'ari-. The King would

L'i\e Vietnrnion a place hefore very jon^-; the Kin;,' wa< in-

!. resting himself at last in the d'Es;:ri,irnons. And his

friends, their hearts dead within them, praised \'ici urnien'.s

rr.nduct to the skies. Mile. Armanrle [prepared tlie uav for

h'T nephew's sudden ajipearanco among them hy remarking

to her brother that ^'il•turnien would be sure to come to see

them, and that he must be even then on his way.

"Bah I" said the Manjuis, standing with his back to the

hearth, "if ho is doing well where lie is, he ought to stay

there, and not to lie thinking of the joy it would give hi:^

old father to sec him again. The King's service has the

first claim."

Scarcely one of those present heard the words without a

shudder. Justice might give over a d'Ksgrignon to the ex-

irutionor's branding iron. There was a dreadful pause.

The old ^larquiso do Casteran could not keep liack a tear

that stole down over her rouge, and turned her head away
to hide it.

Xext day at noon, in the sunny weather, a whole excited

population was dispersed in groups along the high street,

wliieli ran through the heart of the town, and nothing was

;alked of but the great affair. Was the Count in prison or

V. as he not ?—All at once the Comte d'Esgrignon's well-known

tilhurv was seen driving down the Ei Saint-Blaise; it had

tvidently come from the Prefecture, the Count himself wa.s

"ti the box seat, and by his side sat a eharniiiiL: voung man,

whom nobody recognized. The pair were laughing and talking

and in great spirits. They wore Bengal rosc^ in their luitton-

h.olos. Altogether, it was a theatrical surprise which words

fail to describe.

I!
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At ten o'clock tlic court liad dcciil. d lo di-mi^-i the cliiir<rp,

statinj: tlicir very snUicicm i-ciimhw for scitiiiL' the ('o'.int

at iilicrty, in a tlocuiiiciit which conlaincii a thundcrlxih for

(111 ('roi>icr, in ilic s!!a|pc of an iuitsmm-h tliat lmvc the Count

the ri^dit to institute ]M'ocec(linir> for liitel. Old ('hesnel voj

\vailsin<,' up the (irande Kne, as if by accident, tcllinir all whn

cared to hear him tlias dti Croisier had set the nio-t shameful

snares for llie iri-.'s^^ri^rnons' honor, and that it was cntiri'Iv

owini; to tile furliearance and maLrnaniniity of the family that

he was not jirosccutcd for slamler.

On tiic cvenintr of that famous day. after tlie Mari|iii>

d'l']sj,fri^irnon iiad irone to hcd. the ('dunt. Mile. Armande, aii.l

tho Chevalier were left with the handsome voum: pai/e. nnvv

about lo return to I'aris. 'j'iic charmin^jr cavaiicrV sex could

not be hidden from the Chevalier, and he alone, besides th"

throe officials and .Mme. Camusot, knew that the Duches* had

been amonfr them.

"The house is saved," bo^'an Chesmd. "but after this shock

it will take a hundred years to rise aLMin.

be paid now; you niu>t marry an heiress. M
is nothing' else left for ymi to do."

"And take her where you may find

Duchess.

''A .-iccond !nf,<:aniani '•
.'" exclaimed ^Ille. Armande.

The Duchess began to lauirh.

"It is better to marry than to die," ~hv said. As she ?poko

she drew from her waistcoat pocket a tiny crystal phial that

came from the court apothecary.

Mile. Armande shrank away in horror. Old Chesnel took

the fair Maufrigncu.se's hand, and ki^^-ed it without permis-

sion.

"Are yon all out of your minds here?" continued the

Duchess. "Do you really expect to jivi- in the fifteenth cen-

tury when the rest of the world has reached the nineteenth?

My dear children, there i.s no noblesse nowadays: there is no

aristocracy left I Xajiolcon's Code Ci\il made an end of the

parchments, exactly as cannon made an end of feudal castles.

riie debts niiist

le C(uiite. there

lier. said the
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Winn yoii have >oni(> monoy. you will he wry tiiucli more of

iiililfs than you arc now. .^[a^^y anyltody ymi jtloasc, Vic-

iriiU'ii, \"iiu will rai.-c vour wit'f ti) vniir rank: that is tht

ni'1-t suh>taiitia! pri\ iicirc l<fl to th.' !• rcndi IK) lil.-^ Di

i:i.t M. (Ir T
irMiiiisnu

illfvrand rna

|»0.-itin|l'

rrv M nir

iii'inctiHit

(iramll without ci'in-

T thai Louis XIV. took

Willow Scarron for his wil'c

n < < id not marry her for her monoy." inti'rposci1 Ml 0.

Arinapdc.

"if tlio Comti's.sp (]'Esj:rif:non wore one du CroisiorV niece,

r instance, would vou receive her?" aske(l Chcsncl.

'PerlKips. rc])lied the Duel le:

ouht. wotild tic verv fs

'

th

:la(l t(

•roin"- on in tne wo.hat i.-

iiiazement in their face

irld

,
"hut the Kin;_'. licyond all

her.— So you do not know

njX thecontinuctl seei

icturnicTi has 1jeen in I'ari;-

lie knows how thinjjs jro there. \\\- nad more intluence iiiuler

Xiipoleon. Marry Mile. Duval, \'iciurnien : she will he just

a- much Marqui-^e d'Esgrignon as 1 am Duchesne do Maufri-

Liieuse."

"All is lost—even honor I" said the Chevalier, with a wave

• if the hand.

"(Jood-hye. Yicturnien." said tlie Duchess, kissing her lover

n the forehead : '"we shall not see each other again. Live on

vour lands; that is the hest thing for you to do; the air of

Paris is not at all good for you."

"Diane I" the young Count cried despairingly.

"Monsieur, vou forget yourself strangely." the Duchess

-etorted coolly, as !-he laid aside her role of man and mistress,

and hceame not merely an angel again, hut a duchess, and

'lot only a duchess, hut Molierc's Celinienc.

The Duchesse de MaufrigTieuse ma<le ;> tately how to these

four personages, and drew from the C'h< ,ior his last tear

"f admiration at the service of h- hcan si'.rr.

"IIow like she is to the I'rincoss (ioritzal" he e.xclaimed

in a low voice.

Diane had disappeared. The crack of the postilion's whip

lold Yicturnien that the fair romance of his first love was

1
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ov<r. While I lie ]ii ril lii>if<l, Diatic could still sec her loYor

in till' yimii;,' ('cuiiit ; liiit cnit of daugor, hho dopi.-nl him fur

the wiJiklillLT th.lt he Wilsi.

:%/;

i

Six iiioiiths iift('ru;inl-, ( 'niiiu-ot rrcfjvtd tho appoiniiiu'nt

of a,-.-i>taiit ,ju(l;:c at I'aris. and latir lie hccaiiii' an iwamiu-

iri^' iiiaLM-trati'. <looiiiiiaii liloiulct wa-; made a counrillor

to the Uoval-( 'oiirt ; he held the [lo.-t jii-t loii;j: tiiuugh to

K'Ciirf a ntiriii;.' iirii-ioii, and tlitn went iiack to live in his

pretty little house. Joseph Hlondet sal in his father's seat at

the court till the end of his days; there was not the faintest

chanee of promotion for him, hut he heeame Mile. IJlaii-

dureau's hii.~liaiid ; and slie. no doultt, i- leadinjr to-day, in the

little tlo\ver-( o\ei'ed hrick hoii>e, as dull a life as any carp ia

a iiiaride hasiii. Midiu and Camusol also received the ('ni>j

of the Lefxion "f Honor, while iJlonilet heeame an Ollieer. .\.'*

for M. SauvaLrer. deputy ])ul)li(; prosemitor, he was sent to

Corsica, to du Croisier's jrreat relief; ho liad decidedly no

mind to i)osto\v his niece upon that functionary.

Du Croisier himself, iirpd hy President du Koneeret, ap-

pended from the findiiiir of the Tril)unal to the Court-Koyal,

and lost his cause. The Liherals throuirliout the department

held that little d'Esjrriirnon was iruilty; while the Royalist-,

on the other hand, told friirlitful stories of jilots woven by

''that ahominahle du Croisier" to compass his revenue. X
duel was fough; indeed ; the hazard of arms favored du

Croisier, the young Count was dangerously woundeil, and hi-'

antagonist maintained his words. This alTair oml)ittered the

strife hetwoen the two j)arties; the Lihernls hrought it for-

ward on all occasicms. Meanwhile du Croisier never could

carry his election, and saw no hojie of marrying his niece i"

the Count, especially after the duel.

A ..lonth after the decision of the Trihunal was ci^i-

flrmed in the Coiirt-lioyal. Chesnel died, exhausted l»y the

dreadful strain, which had weakened and shaken hiinjuentally

and physically. He died in the Ikuip of victory, like .some

old faithful hound that has hrought the boar to bay, and gets
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'k'!ith on tilt' tiiftks. lit' (lit'd as liapuily iH riii^'lit be,

HIT thut lie left the u'rcat House all Iml niintij. Mini the heir

: pinnry, borod to dfiitli liv an idle life, and wiilunit a liopt>

• -lal)li>Iiin^' liinisclf. 'j'liat hitter thon^dit and his own ex-

i-ii<in. no doulit, hastened the old nian"s fiid. One ^^reat

. iiil'nrt came to him a- he lay amid the wreek of so niany

!. 'jirs, sinking; \iiider the hiirden of so many earrs— tiu' ohl

Mirijiiis. at his sister's I'litreaty. ^'ave him hack all the old

fr tiidship. 'I'he ^Teal lord cami' to the liltli' liouse in the

!; - (ill Mereail, and sat hy his old servantV hfd-idi'. ali un-

,ire how miieli that servant had done and .-airifieeil for

: III. Chesnel sat uprijrht, and repeatiMJ Simeon's cry.
—

'I'lie

M:ir(|iiis allowed them to hiiry ("hcMid in the castle ehapol

;

•'.i V laid liim crosswise at the foot of the tomi) which wa^^

A Mtin^' for the ^larquis himself, the last, in u sense, of the

'i'l'strriijnons.

And so died one of the last representatives of tliat jrreat

:i:'l heautiful thin^f. Service; jjivin;,^ to that often iji-erediteil

• id its original meanin^r. the relation hctween feudal lord

.1 -ervitor. That relation, only to he found in some out-of-

-way ))rovinee, or amonj; a few old servants of the King,

! honor alike to a noblesse that couhl call forth sueii affee-

• -n, an<l to a bourgeoisie that could conceive it. Such nol)le

I :'l magnificent devotion is no longer possible among us.

N >lile liouses have no servitors left; even as France has no

' Hirer a King, nor an hereditary pteraL'e. nor laiid< that are

i'Miid irrevocalily to an liistoric hn'we. that the glorious

names of a nation may be perjieiuated. Chesnel was not

! erelv one of the obscure groat men of private life: he was

- iiietliing more—he was a great fact. In his sustained .self-

•
: votion is there not something inde(iiia!)Iy solemn and suli-

;ne, something that rises above the one heneficent deed, or the

roio height which is reached by a moment's supreme elTort?

I lesners virtues belong essentially to the classes wbich stand
' 'ween the povcrtv of tbe ])eople on the one hand, and the

;-! atness of the aristocracy on tiie other: for these can combine

:iielv burgher virtues with the heroic ideals of the noble,

• i:!ifhtynin2' both bv a eolid education.

I
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Viffiirnirn was nut well lookfil ujhpd nl Cniirt; iIhti' \v;h

no riiorc clKiiirc of a 'qtat iiiatcli I'nr liiiii, iinr a placf.

His Majesty steadily rffu-i'd to rai~ the (I'l'l-i^rrijrnniis to tlic

peerup'. the one royal favor wliieli xuilil rescue X'ietiirnien

from Ills wrelclied |M)>ition. If was irnpossihle that lie

shoulil marry a liour^'eoise heiress in his father's lifetime, >-i»

lit' was hdund to live on shahhily under the paternal ntof with

niemorii- of his two years of >plendi r in l'ari>. and the In-t

love of a <:reaf lady to hear him company, lie jsvfw nioo(ly

and depressed, vcL'etatinLr at home with a ( ar-'worn aunt anil a

half heart-hmken father, who attrii)Ute(l his son's condition

to a wa^tin;: luahidv. I'he-nel wa^ I'o lonirer there.

Tl-.e Manpii- 'lud in ls:!(). The j:re;it d'ivsfrrij.'non. with

a followiuL' of all the le-s infirm noli!e>.^e from the Collectinn

of Anticpiitie-;. went to wait upon Charles X. at Xoiianoourt

;

he paid his respects to his sovereiu'n. and swelled the moajire

train of the fallen kiuL'. It was an act of couni.i.''' which

seems simple enoii^di to-day, hut, in that time of enthusiastic

revolt, it was heroism.

"'I'he (laul has coiKiuerecl I" These were the Maniuis'

la.st words.

By that time du Croisier's victory was conijileto. The
new Manjuis d'Msi:ri;.'n<ui accepted Mile. Duval as his wife

a week after his old father's death. His hride l)rou;.jht him

three millions of francs, for du Croi.-ier and liis wife .sottlnl

the reversion of tluMr fortunes upon her in t!ie marriafre-con-

traet. Dr. t'roisier took occasion to ^ay durinff the ceremony

that the d'Ksixri.Lriion family was the most honorable of all the

ancient hon.ses in France.

Some day the present Manpiis d'Ksirriirnon will have an in-

come of more than a hundred thousand crowns, '^'ou may

see him in Paris, for he comes to town every winter and leads

a jolly bachelor life, while he treats his wife with something;

more tlnn tlie indiffen'nce of the (/rmul seigneur of olden

times", h' takes no thoutrht whatever for her.

"As for Mile. d'Ksirri<rnon," .said I'juile Bloiidet, to whom
all the detail of the t^tor}' is due, "if she ib no longer like the
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i vmcl\ fair wdiiuiii wIhum I fnw liv ^liiiii»('., in niv childlnHKl,
-' ' I.- (lcc|(|(.(||\, ill the , !;.'( of ^i\ty-(V(^, the lun-t piltlntli;

I iiilcrotiiii,' ti^^iii'i' 111 till' ( 'i)llcr;ii)ii (if Aiitiijiuln's. She

,

: MS it illlinll;,' tlu'lll .-till. I .-IIW licr 'A licll 1 IllUilc IIIV lilSt

' inicy to my iiiilivc |>Ia(i' in scan'i of tl.c iicci'-sarv pjiiicn

:• iii\ iiiaiTia;:c. When my fatlur kniw \\\\i> it was that I

>\ mairiril. lie Wi.s >l ruck diinili wall aiiiazinniit ; lu' liatl not
.Mi'il to say imlil i told liini that I ua.> a pri'fft t.

•Von urn- horn to it.' lie >aiil, m iih a smile.

".\> I took ii walk aiound tlu' toun. I nul Mlh'. Armando.
"•: f looked taller tliaii I ver. I hiokod at her, and llion;,'ht of

\larins amonjj the niiiis of Cartliaire. ilad -he not outlived

' r ereed. and the heliefs that had heen de-t roved ^ She is

1 sid and silent woman, with nothing' <>( her old heaiity left

' .'ejit the eyes, that shine with an unearthly li^dit. I

III hed her on her way to mass, with lier hook in her haiul,

i':d eould not help thinking tliat sht- prayed to God to t iko

:m r out of the world."

Lza JARDIE8, Ju'.y 1837.
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THE COMMISSION IN LUNACY

!»e(iicated to Monsieur le Contre-Amiral Bazoche, Governor of the

.Ic (.1 Bourbou, by the grateful writer. !>« Balzac.

28, at about one o'clock one mornin?, two person? came

;i n( a larjre house in the Hue du Faulwur^' Saint-llonore,

One was a famous doctor, Horace

IjLiIII

the Elysee-Bourbon.

•hon; the other was one of the most elegant men in

l'an>, the Baron de Rastignac; they were friends of long

Munding. Each had sent away his carriage, and no cab was

I- U: seen in the street ; but the night was fine, and the pave-

:::riit dry.

'\Vc v^ill walk as far as the boulevard," said Eugene de

lui-lignac to Bianchon. "You can get a hackney cab at the

club;''there is always one to be found there till daybreak.

Cn!iie with me as far as my house."

"With pleasure."

-Well, and what have you to say about it?"

•About that woman?" said the doctor coldly.

'•There I recognize my Bianchon!" exclaimed Rastignac.

'•Why, how?"

"Well, my dear fellow, you speak of the Marquise d'Espard

a> if she were a case for your hospital."

"Do you want to know what I think, Eugene? If you

throw over Madame de Nucingen for this Marquise, you will

swap a one-eyed horse for a blind one."

"Madame de Nucingen is six-and-thirty, Bianchon."

-And this woman is three-and-thirty," said the doctor

niuokly.

"Her worst enemies only say six-and-twenty."

"My dear boy, when you really want to know a woman's

?i':i\ look at her temples and the tip of her no^^e. Whatever

women may achieve with their cosmetics, thi-y can do nothing

against those incorruptible vitnesses to their experiences.

(303)

•J '.

'i I

1!



304 THE COMMISSION IN LUNACY

There each year of life lia:; left its stiirinata. When a woman's

temples are flaccid, seamed, withered in a [larticular

way; when at the tip of her nose yon see those minnte specks,

which If.ok like the i ni percept i hie hlack smuts which are shed

in London hy the chimneys in which coal is hurnt . . .

Your servant, sir! That woman is more than thirty. She

may he handsome, witty, loving—whatever you please, but

she is past thirty, she is arriving at maturity. I do not

hlame men who attach themselves to that kind of wonum;
only, a man of your superior distinction must not mistake a

winter pij)pin for a little summer apple, smiling on the

bough, and waiting for you to crunch it. Love never goes

to study the registers of birth and marriage; no one loves

a woman because slie is handsome or ugly, stupid or clever;

we love because we love."

''Well, for my part, I love for quite other reasons. She is

Marquise d'Kspard: she was a Bhjniont-(,'hauvry ; she is the

fashion ; she has soul ; her foot is as pretty as the Duchesse

de Berri's; she has ]icrliaps a hundred thousand francs a

year—some day, perha]is, I may marry her! In short, she

will put me into a position which will enable me to pay my
debts."

"I thought you were rich." interrupted Bianchon.

"BaJi I I have twenty thousand francs a year—just enough

to keep up my stables. T was thoroughly done, my dear fel-

low, in that Xucingen business; I will tell you about that.

—

I have got my sisters married ; that is the clearest profit I

can show since we last r.;et ; and I would rather have them

provided for than have five hundred thousand francs a year.

Now, what would you have me do? I am ambitious. To what

can Madame de Xucingen lead? A year more and I shall

bo sh"lved, stuck in a ])igeon-hole like a married num. I

have all the discomforts of marriage and of single life, with-

out the advantages of either; a false position, to which every

man must come who remains tied too long to the same apron-

string."

"So you tliink you will come upon a treasure here?" said
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Bianchon. "Your Marquise, my dear ft'lluw, does not hit

i!iy fancy at all."

"Your liberal opinions blur your eyesight. If Madame
(I'l^spard were a Madame Rabourdin . .

."'

"Listen to me. Noble or simple, she would still have no

Koul ; she would still be a perfect type of selfishness. Take

iny word for it, medical men are accustomed to judge of

jHople and things; the sharpest of us read the soul while we

^tlldy the body. In spite of that pretty boudoir where we

tiave spent this evening, in spite of the magnificence of the

house, it is quite possible that Madame la Marquise is in

rifbt."

"What makes you think so?"

"I do not assert it ; I am supposing. She talked of her soul

;i- Louis XVIII. used to talk of his heart. 1 tell you this:

That fragile, fair woman, with her chestnui hair, who pities

hf rself that she may be pitied, enjoys an iron constitution,

an appetite like a wolf's, and the strength and cowardice of

a liger. (Jauze, and silk, and muslin were never more cleverly

iwisted round a lie! Ecco."

"Bianchon, you frighten me! You have learned a good

many things, then, since we lived in the Maison Vauquer?"

"Yes; since then, my boy, I have seen puppets, both dolls

;;nd manikins. 1 know something of the ways of the fine

liilios who>e l)i)dies we attend to, saving that which is dearest

lo them, their child—if they love it—or their pretty faces,

which they always worship. A man spends his nights by

their pillow, wearing himself to death to spare them the

i-lightest loss of beauty in any part: he succeeds, he keeps

their secret like the dead; they send to a-sk for his bill, and

think it horribly exorbitant. Who saved them? Nature.

Far from recommending him, they speak ill of him. fearing

I'st he should become the physician of their best friends.

"My dear fellow, those women of whom you say, 'They are

«ri£rels !' I—T—have seen stripped of the little srrimaces under

which they hide their soul, as well as of the frippery under

20
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which th(\v dis,i,nii?c their (icfcots—wilhnut manners aud

without .-lay-: they arc not l)fautifiil.

'•\Vi' saw a »,'r<'at deal of iiiud. a trreat deal of dirt, under

the waters of the world when we were a.irroiind for a nie on

the >lioal^ of the Mai.-on Vauquer.—What we saw there was

notliiii;,'. Since I have j:one into hiLdier society, I have - 'en

liioiisiers dre.->ed in satin. Miehouneaus in white <?loves,

J'oirets hedi/ened with orders, fine p'ntlemen doinj:? more

nsnrinus Im-iness than old (iol)seck! To the shame of man-

kind, wlien 1 have wanted to shake iiands with Virtue, I have

found her shiverin^^ in a loft, persecuted hy calumny, half-

starvinjj: on an income or a salary of fifteen hundred francs

a vear, and rc;:arilcd as erazy, or eccentric, or imbecile.

"In short, my diar l)oy, the Marquise is a woman of

fashion, and I hav<' a particular horror of that kind of

woman. Do you want to know why? A woman who has a

loftv soul, fine taste. ;:entle wit. a irenerously warm heart, and

who lives a sini|)le life, has not a chance of beini: the fashion.

Ergo: A womaTi of fasliion and a man in power arc analo-

jrous; but there is this ditVerence: the (lualities by which a

man raises himself aliove others ennoble him and are a glor)'

to him; whereas the <iualities hy which a woman <rains power

for a day are hideous vices; -he belies her nature to hide her

character, and to live the militant life of the world she must

have iron strenirth under a frail appearance.

"T. as a phv>ician. know that a sound stomach excludes a

irood heart. Your woman of fashion feels nothinj:; her rap!

for jileasure lias its source in a lonLrin<r to heat up her cold

nature, a cravinir for incitement and enjoyment, like an old

man who stands ni::ht after ni^dit l)y the footlijrhts at the

opera. .\s she has more brain than heart, she sacritiees

jicuuinc pa-sion and true friends to her triumj)h, as a gen-

eral ^ends bl< most devoted subalterns to the front in order

to win a battle. The woman of fa-hion ceases to be a woman ;

she is neither niotber. nor wife, nor lover. She is. niedicallv

sp(>akinLr. sex in the brain. .\tu] your M.irquise, too, has all

tile charactcriatics of her monstrosity, the beak of a bird of



THE COMMISSION IN IJ'NACY

iirv, the clear. c(il<l oyo. the .ijentlf voice

—

^hv is as polisliofl

i- the steel of a niac'liiiio, she tuuehos evorvthin^ except the

nirt."

There is some tnitli in what vou sav, Bianchon.

'.^oiiie triitl 1 .' replied Jiianclioii.Bi •li •It IS a II t rue Do vou

lUlO: ;e that I was not struck to tho heart Ijv tl le insultin>r

iiteness bv whicli she made me measure tlie iiiiairiuarv iWr

!:illCe which her noble birth sits i)ctween us? T lat I (lid

.Ml feel the deepest jtity for iier cat-like civilities wlieii I w-

Mciubered what her ol)ject was? A year hence she will not

write one word t o do me tlle li'Mifest service, and this evou-

le Ited mo with smiles, believiiiir that I can intl Hence

uncle Popinot, on wliom the success of lier case
"'

"Would you rather she should have played the fool with

'11, mv dear fellow I accept vour iliatrilx' airain-t womcii

.
i' fashion; but you are bc-ide the mark. I should always

prefer for a wife a Marquise dF.-pard to the mo: ^t ih VoUt

;i!id devoted creature on ''arth. ^larry an anjrel I you would

ii.ive to go and bury your happine>s in tlie deptlis of the coun-

i-\I The wife of a politician is a i.'overnin;,'' machine, a con-

invance that makes compliments and coiirtesie-. She is the

! '>st important and most faithful tool which an ambitious

":an can use; a friend, in short, who may comj)romise her-

- 'f without mischief, and whom he may belie without harm
' ;1 results. Fancy Mahomet in Paris in the nineteenth cer

: :rvl Tlis wife would be a. Rohan, a niiclie-sc ile ClRvreus

'
:' the Fronde, as keen and as flattering a- an Amb,i--adres.s

;;- wily as Figaro, ^'oiir loving wives lead no'vbcrc : a woman
I

' the world leads to everything; she is the diamond wiili

'^ iiich a man cuts every window when he has not the '.'•older.

•v which tinlock-: everv door. Leave humdrum virtues to

:''i" humdrum, amliitiou^ vices to the ambitious.

"Besides, my dear fellow, do you imagine that tlie love of ;,

ii'ichesse do I.angeais. or de Maufriszneuse, or of a T.ady

' 'udlev does not liestow immense pleasure? If only vou knew
'W much value tlie cold, severe style of such women drives

' the stnallest evidence of their affection! What a delj/ht.

i

Ml
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it is to soo a prriwiiklf piorciii<r thr()n<ih tho snow! A smile

from hclow a fan cniitradicls the rcsiTVc of an assumed at-

titude, and is wortli all the unbridled tenderness of yniii

niiddle-elass women with their mortpi.^ed devotion; for, in

love, dcvdtion is nearly akin to speenlation.

"And. then, a woman of fashion, a Blamont-rhauvn'. has

her virtues tool Hit virtues are fdrtuiie. power, effect, a

certain contempt of all that is beneath her
''

••']'
lanl voii said Hianelion.

^^Bfc^ i

''Old cunnu(li.'eon I"" said Ha>ti,i:nac, lanj:hing. "Come

—

do not l)e common; ilo like your friend Desplein; be a Raron,

,1 Kni;:ht id' Saint-Michael; become a peer of France, and

marry your dauirbters to dukes."
"1 I .May the live hundred thousand devils "

"Come, come I Can you be superior only in medicine?

Keally, you distress me . .
.'"

"1 hate that sort of people; I long for a revolution to do-

liver us from them for ever."

"And so, my dear Robespierre of the lancet, you will not

go to-morrow to your uncle I'opinot?"

"Yes, I will," said Bianchon ; "for you I would go to hell

to fetch water . . ."

"My good friend, you really touch nie. I have sworn that

a commission shall sit on the Manpiis. Why, here is even

a long-saved tear to thank you."

"But," Bianchon went on. "I do not promise to succeed

as you wish with dean-.hiles I'opinot. You do not know
him. However, I will take him to see your Marquise the day

after to-morrow: slie may get round him if she can. I doul)t

it. If all the tr 'tiles, all the Duchesses, all the mistressi*s,

and all the charmers in Paris were there in the full bloom
of their beauty; if the King promised him the prairie, and

the Almighty gave him th*' Order of Paradise with the reve-

nues of Purgatory, not on(> of all these powers would indufc

him to transfer a. single straw from one saucer of his scales

into th(> other. He is a judge, as Death is Death."

The two friend- had reached the oHice of the Minister for
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riircign AfTair:^, at the coriior of the Boulevanl dos Capu-

"Here you are at lioiiu'," said Hianclion, lauirhinfr, as he

;
liiited to the mini: tcrial re-ich'tice. '"And Iiere is my oar-

i-.,ige,"' he a(kled, callin<; a haikiiey cab. "And tliise—ex-

|rn'S!< our fortune."

"You will be happy at the bottom of the .sea, while I am
-:ill strugirlin;; witii tbc ti'iiijK'sts on the surface, til! f sink

;uid go to ask you for a eorticr in your grotto, old fellow!"

"Till Saturday," replied Uianehon.

"Agreed,'' said Kastignac. "And vou promise me Popi-

Iiet?"

''I will do all my conscience will allow. Perhajis this ap-

|iial for a coiuniis?.ion covers some little dramorama, to use a
U'ird of our good bad times."

"Poor BianchonI he will never be anything but a good fel-

l>w," said IJaslignac to himself as the cab drove off.

"Pastignac has given me the most ditlicult negotiation in

the world," said Bianchon to himself, rememberinsr. as he

1 M> next morning, tiie delicate commission intru.-ted to him.

"However, I have never asked the smallest service from my
uncle ill Court, and have paid more than a thousand visits

;;!'atis for him. And, after all, we are not apt to mince mat-
•

-rs between ourselves. He will .say Yes or Xo, and there an
ind."

After this little soliloquy the famous physician bent his

-leps, at seven in the morning, towards the Pue du Fduarre,

Aliere dwelt Monsieur Jean-Jules Popinot, judge of the

l.iwer Couit of the Department of the Seine. The Hue du
nuarre—an old word meaning straw—was in the thirteenth

•ntury the most important street in Paris. There stoml the
"

-liools of the I'niversity, where the voices of Abelard and
I'l' (ierson were heard in tJie world of learning. It is now
'lie of the dirtiest streets of the Twelfth .Vrrondissement,
* e poorest quarter of Paris, that in which twivthirds of the

; imlation lack firing in winter, which leaves most brats at



^n

^i-:

ii

310 TIIK COMMISSION IN i.INACV

tho <riit(' of flu- Fniiinlliir.r Iln-|iii,i!. uhifh -^end-; ino<t \h-j-

gfU'- to till' |iniilil(ill~i', llMi-l r.iLI-liirkrr- In lllc strct't coi-iicr-.

Tiiost (It'crcpit old folks to ii;|.k iiLMiii-l ilif wall^ on wliirh

till' -iiri -liims. iiio-t ilrlin<|ii('iit- to liic |)olicr courts.

Iliilf-u;i\ ilnwii tin- >tn'(t, wiiirli i- n I ways i In i up, and wlicn'

till' ^iTiitliT carries to the Seine the likickeiieil waters fruin

S(nnc ilye-woi'ks, there is an old h'MHe. re-toreii no don!,!

nnder Fraiici,, I., and hiiih of hrick- held ini:ciher by a few

(()ur,~es of ina-oiiry. 'I'hal it is suh-ianlial >eetns proved hv

till- shape of its front, wall, noi nneohinioidy seen in -o?;;,.

jiarts (d' I'ari-. It hcllic~. so to s])eak, in a manner eaii<ed

by the protnheranee of its tirsi ibmr, cni-hed under thi' wcijrlit

(if the second and third, Imt upheld by the stronu' wall of the

ground lloor. At first si^dit it would -com as ihou;,rl, th,,

j)iers bctwicn the windows, ihouLrh strenirthene<| by tlic stone

inullions, in!i,-t ;.'ive way: but the observer presently |K'ra'ivi'<

that, as in the tower at iiojoirna. the old bricks and old tinic-

eatcn sloiics of this house per.-istenily preservt' their centre of

gravity.

At every season of tho year tlie solid piers of tho iiround

floor liavo the yellow tone and tlie iiiipereeptible <weatinir s=ur-

face that iiioi~ture L'ives to stouo. I'lie pas.ser-by feoLs chil'i-d

as lie walks clo^e to this wall, where worn eorner-stonos in-

cfTectuallv shelter him fnun the wheels of vehicles. As is

always tho case in houses built iiefiu'e (^arriatres wore in u-e,

tho vault of iIh^ doiu'way forms a very low arcluvav not nnlik"

tho barbican of a prison. To the riudit of this cntranoo theiv

are three windows, protootod outside by iron irratinjrs of so

close a p;itteni. that tho curion.s cannot possil)lv ^pp ffip ^i^p

made of the dark, damp room?; \vithin. and tho panes too

are dii'tv and du-tv: to the left are two similar windows, one

of which i- <(^meti !)!os open, ovposincr to view tho porter,

his wife, and his (hildron: swarmincr. workinir. o^^okinsr. oat-

inir. and -i-rcamiiiL'. in a floored and wainscoted room whore

o\ , rythintr i-^ droiinini: to pieces, and into which von descend

two stoi)s—a depth which seems to siiirucst the gradual eleva-

tiou of the soil of Paris.

I 1
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If on a rainv day >oinc font-|)ii.-.-ciiL.'t r tal<f> rofiiu'f iimlif

t'l.' Inn^ vault, witli iirojfctiiiL,' lii wa-ln'il ln'iiin-. uIikIi

,,iils fmiu the dinH- \i> till' >iaiiT,iM'. h.' will liardlv fail lo

,ii-c and look at tiir pirturi uv-rnli(l liy tin- interior m|'

i- house. To the left i> a sijuare t^ardeii-ploi . allowlnu' of not

• le than four loii^ stejis in each direetion. a jzarden of hiaek

^ ]. with trelli>es hereft <d' vine-, and wlinv. in drfanli ,,f

.•lactation under the ^had-' of two trees, pajwrs (ullcrt, <ild

r f^<, potsherds. l)its of uiorlar fallen from the roof: a harreii

. r.iund. where time lias shed on the walN. and on the trunks

:iil branches of the tree-, a jxiwderv deposit like eold soot.

riie two ])arts of the house. >et at a ri.irht an,L'le. derive liirht

iroin this irarden-eourt shut in hy Iwu adjoinin;: hoii>es huill

!! wooden piers, decrepit and readv to fall, where on ( aeli

;' "ir pome ^Totestpie evideiKe i> to he m'cii uf the craft pur-

-;ied by the loducr within. Here jonir pole, are huiii,' with

Mi'.inonso skeins of d\ed worste<l put out to dry; there, on

ropes, danco clean-washed shirts: higher up. on a siielf. vol-

umes displav their freshly marhled cdL'es; women .-iivj-. hiis-

i-ands whistle, children >hout : the carpenter -aws his planks,

;i coppcT-turner makes the metal >creech : all kinds of indus-

tries coinhine to jiroduce a iioi-e which the numher of instru-

ments renders distract iii'-''.

The general svstem of (h'coration in tiiis ])a-saLre. which is

•either oonrtvard, garden, nor vaulted way, thuiiLrli a little

,,f all, consists of woddeii |iillar~ '•(--ting on sipiare stone

hlncks, and forming arclies. Two archway- open on to the

:ttle f'arden ; two others, facing the front gateway, lead to a

.'•ooden stairca.-e. with an iron halu-trade that was unce a

iiracle of sniitli's work, so wllim^ical are the -hape- given

•

> the mct*il: the worn ^tops creak under everv tread. The

litrancc to each flat lias an architrave dark with dirt, grease.

nd dust, and outer doors, covered with T'trecht velvet set

with bras.s nails, onco gilt, in a diamond pattern. Tlieso relics

. f splendor show that in the lime of T.ouis XIV. the hou-e

was the residence of se- e Conncillor to th(> Parlenient, some

rich priests, or some treasurer of the ecclesiastical revenue.

I i
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But these vestipcs of fDriiicr luxiirv iiriii;,' u -mile to tlic lips

by till' artlrs- ( ntitriist of past iiiid im-ciu.

M. .Jean-. lilies ropiiiot. livt(i on ilic fir-t llour of thjs liou.-c.

where the ^'looiii, natural to all lir>t tloors in Paris houses,

was increased by the narrowiie» of the street, 'i'liis ohl

teiietiient \va.- known to all (he iwell'th arrumlU'irnirnl , mi

wliirh Providence had bestow. d tin.- lawyer, as it. ^'ives ii

beneficent plant to cure or alle\iale eury malady. Here is a

sketch (d' a man whom the brilliant Manpiise d"Esj)ard lu)ped

to fa.^cinatc.

M. I'opinot, as is soondy for a ma,!,'istrate, was always

dre.s.xed in black—a style which contributed to make him
ridiculous in the eyes of tho>e who were in the habit of jml^'-

ing everything from a superficial examination. Men who arc

jealous of maintaining the dignity re(piired by this color

ought to devote themselves t<i constant and minute care uf

their person ; but our dear M. I'opinot was incapable of forc-

ing him.Mlf to the puritanical cleanliness which black de-

mands. His trousers, always threadbare, looked like camlet

—the stuff of which attorneys' gowns are made; and his

habitual stoop set them, in time, in .«uch innumerable crea.ses,

that in places they were traced with linc~. whitish, rustv, or

shiny, betraying either >ordid avarice, or the most unheeding
poverty. His coarse worsted stockings were twisted anyhow
in ^<is ill-shaped shoes. His linen had the tawny tinge

ac(juired by long sojourn in a wardrobe, showing that the late

lamented Madame Popinot had had a mania for much linen:

in the Flemish fashion, perhaps, she had given hor.^elf the

trouble of a great wash no more than twice a year. The old

man's coat and waistcoat were in hi.rmony with h\< trouser>.

shiH's. stockings, and linen. He always had the luck of his

carelessness; for. tlu' first day he put on a new coat, he un-

failingly matched it with the rest of his costume by staining

it with incredible promptitmle. The good man waited till

his housekeeper (old him that his hat was too shaliby before

buying a new one. His necktie was always crumpled and
starchless, and he never set his dog-eared shirt collar straiirht
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,ift<'rliis iudp'V li;iii(l> liail di-ordcn^il it. Ili' ti-K)k no car*' of

iil^ jrrav hair, and sliavcd hut twice a week. Ilf ih'MT wore

;'!iivi's, imd >:i'nt'rally ki'|ii Ins haiul- stiilftd into his empty

: '•"Users' |)(K'kets; the soiled |io(kc't-lio!e>, aliiio>t iilways torn,

, elded a final touch to the s!ovenlinc>s I't' his person.

Anv oni! who knows the I'alai.- de Justice at Paris, where

• vcrv variety of hhu k attire may he stmlied. can easily

iiiaj;ine tlie appearance of M. I'opinot, The lial>it of sitting

f ir davs at a time modifies the stnuture of the hody, just as

:'ir fatij.nie of hearinir interminalde plea(lin;,'s tells on the ox-

j
ression of a 'iiairist rate's face. Shut up a> he is in courts

ridiculously small, devoid of architectural dij:nity, ami where

I lie air is (juickly vitiated, ;; I'aris jud^'e inevitahly acfiuires

;i countenance puckered and seamed hy reflection, and de-

pressed by weariness; his complexion turns pallid. ae<iuirinj;

an earthy or greenish hue aceordinj; to his individual tom-

perament. In short, within a given time the most Idooining

voung man is turned into an "inasmuch" machine—an in-

trument which applies the Code to individual cases with the

imlifTerence of clockwork.

ITence, nature having bestowed on M. P^pinot a not too

jdeasing exterior, his life as a lawyer had not improved it.

I [is frame was graceless and angular. His thick knees, hugo

feet, and broad hands formed a contrast with a i)riest-like

face having a vague resemhlance to a calf's head, meek to

unmeaningness. and hut little hriglitene(l hy divergent,

Moodless eyes, divided by a straight flat nose, surmounted by

a fiat forehead, flanked by enormous ears, flabby and gmee-

less. Jlis thin, weak hair showed the baldness through

various irregular partings.

One feature only commended this face to the physiog-

nomist. This man had a moutii to whose lips divine kind-

ness lent its sweetness. They were wholesome, full, red lips,

finely wrinkled, sinuous, moi)ile. by which nature had given

expression to noble feelings; lips which spoke to the heart

and proclaimed the man's intellig<>noc and lucidity, a gift

of second-sight, and a heavenly temper; and you would have

? i

i I
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jmlp'il liiiii uTuii^'ly fnuii lonkm;: iii.t.'Iv id his slopiiii.' fntv-

hfiiil. Iii-^ tiivlf'- (Vr*. iiiid 111- -h.mililiiii,' ;:;iit, llis life aii-

SW.T'il |(. 111. tniiilt. Il.ltlir; It \V;l- lllll of ,nrft Iflbor, Ht)>'

hid Ihr Mfliif nf .1 sunt, lit- Mi|M'ri(ir kMuuicd^'c of 1;,,,

pn.Vfd .-.. -ir.iriL' n nidiiiiiTiKl.it mi, at ||„. tj,,,,, ^vlicn N,,.
pnl.dti uji- riur;:iiiii/iiiLr it iii |sns aiid l.s||. tliat. I,v th-
ad\lrr uf Cinih.ir.T,-, Ur W,-|- ,.|l.' . . I" thf lil-t llirll Miirilrd I .

sit nil ih,- iin|Mii,il Hi..:ii Cuiiii of .lii^iic.. at l'ari>. I'upi-
iioL Uii.> iin v; liiTii.r, \\ li.n.Mr aii\ d< iiiaiid ua- in.idc. am
rc(iiicst prrfrrrrd fnr an a|>|M.inii,:rni, th.' Mini-tiT wuii|.|

ov(Tl(...k Pupinui, who iirv.r xt I'oni n, ih,. h,,,,.,. ,,f th.

Iii;.'li ChaiKrllnr up ihr Cliirf .lii-tiir. I'runi the lli;.di Ciiirt
he was Milt dnun to ihr (' iiiun Court, and f.n-hcd to the
I(.w.-t run;: of 111., 'add. j.y a.tiv.. Mriif:;,din- hhmi. 'I'H.t..

he Mas a|.|M.iiilc.| .-.iii..iiiiiiii.rarv judp'. ThiTc \va.> a ^'.Micral
oiiIciT ani-ni: \\n- \n\\yv-: ••|'..|.iiiol a MiptTnuiiicrarv I"

Siirli iiijiiMi.c .-trii.k llic |..i:al wnrl.l uith di>Miay—tlic'at-
ti.riicys, the rc-i-trars. fv.nlio.iy l.iii l'..pin(.t himself, who
mail.' n.> .•..-nplaint. Th,. tir-i . lanmr .,\cr. cMTvliodv w;is
Patistic.l that all was {'..r tli,. h.-i m \h>' Im-i .,f all |)os>il.l,.

worlds, wliirli mii-t cTtainly !,.• ihc |..-al w..rl<l. I'opiim!
rcmaimd .-np.rimiii.Tarv Jiidi:.' till ih.. .hiv wli.'ii the mo.-t
f.aiiions (iivat Seal uiiilcr th.' K.'-t.irati.iti aviTi^'cd t.'n' ovcr-
si^dits h.'api'il on this mu.l.-i ami un.iniplainin.L' man hv the
Chief .Fiisticis <.f till' Kmpiro. .Xft.r hiin:.' a supiTniumTarv
for twelvii yrai's. M. J'opiuot wnuid no donht die a })uisne
jud,L'f of llie Colin of the .S.'ine.

'I'm aiioiiiit f.ir the oh.-eure fortunes (»f ono of tlio superior
men (d' the k'-al profession, it is necessary to enter here intu
•some d.tail- which will verve to reveal his life and character,
and which will, at lli.- >anie time, display some of the wheels
of the ijrcat mailiiii.' knnvvn as .Justice. M. ['opinot was
classed hv tlv Ihiv.. I're-i.l.-nis who sin c.-^ivelv eontroll .!

thi' Court of Ihi' S.-iiie under the catei.'Mry ,.f possible judL^c,-,

tile stiiir of whirh !ud:.'e< ar.. made. Tini< classified, he did
not .ichii've the PM.iitation for capacitv which his previous
labors had deserved. Just as a painter is invariablv included

1 ! i
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in :i cat »>;.'<TV a- a Ian.l-f,i|H' |iaiii!cr. a |)nrtrait [.iiintcr, a

paiiitiT of hislon. III' M',i [111 (1-^, nr ut" ^.'I'lu'f. \>. a (iiihlir imm-

ri-'tiiiLr f>f artist-i, ( iiiiiiiii--tur-<, ainl .-iiiqil'lnii-. who, (tiit of

rrivy, or rritical oiiiiii[iott'i)(i', or [irfjiidicr, I'itk in l)i» in-

ii !!(•(•!, a<-imiin;r. i>nr ami all, that tlicn' ar<' ;.Mn;;lintH in

• \'ry l)faiii--a iiarruw jinl.'iiiciit uhicli tli<' worM apfiii"-' to

'A|-iliT>. to stattsiiicti. Id i'\it\ Ii'mIv \\\\i) lM':_'iiH wiili soriio

fi-iallv lirfuri' 111 MIL' h.iili'il a- uiiitii-iicnt ; x i|iiri<il

Mic was >4:ili i|. ami lir was li(il;:i(l iniiml Ik do a particular

Mtj of work. Ma;:i.-t rates, atti>nit\-. plradir-, all who past-

:ii' oil the li'i.Ml cniiiii.oii, (li-tin;,:iii-h twn clcimiils in every

:i<o—law and equity. Ivpiity is the outcome of facts, law

I- the application of principle- to fart-. A man may he ri;4lit

II eipiitv hut wtMii:^ in law. uitliuut any hiaine to the juil|:e.

I'l'twceii his cnii-'Mi'iid' and the fad- llicif i^ a whule <.'ulf

i' dt'termitiiiii:' r^a-on- iinknnv u to 'In- jud:.'i', hut which con-

!i mil iir le^ril niializc the ad. ,iiid;:i' is not (lod; his duty

I- to adapt fact> to principles, .o jud^e cases of infinite vu-

lietv while ineasuriii-r them liy a fixed .sta..ilard.

France employs ahout r-ix tlioiisaiul jmV'es; no fjeneration

iia- six thou.'^and L'reat men at her comman 1, much less can

-he find them in the ]r<s;i\ profusion. IVtpinot, in the midst

f the civilization of Paris, was just a very clever cadi, who,

!iv the character of his mi 1. and hy dint of ruhhinjr the

I'tter of the law into the essence of facts, had learned to see

'he error of spontaneous and violent decisions. By the help

r his judicial seeond-si::lit he could pierce the dnuble casinjj

-f lies in wliich adxoeatcs hide the heart of a trial. lie was

.1 jud;r". as the <:reat I)e-plcin was a sur^'e<ui : he prohed incn'.s

in~ciences as the ami tomi^t rirohed their hodi His life

iind hahits liad led him to an exact ap[)rcciation of their lufvst

-'(ret thouizlits by a thorouL'h study of facts.

He sifted a case as Cuvier sifted the earth's crust. Tiike

'hat f^rcat thinker, he t)roce<'d<'d from deduction to deduction

i.efore drawinjr his conclusions, and reconstructed the

'last career of a conscience as Cuvier reconstructed an .\no-

:dotheriuni. When considerin.ir a brief he would often wake

: § «
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in the ni^'hl. slartliil liy a ^'Icam of truth suddenly riparkliiifr

in his l)raiii. Striifk hy tlic dfcp injustice, whieii is the end

of these contests. i?i wliitli everything' is against ti>e honest

man. overythin<r to the advanta^re of the ropuo. he often

.summed up in favor of eciuity against hiw in such cases as

bore on (juestidus of what may be termed divination. Hence
he was refrarded by his coUeairues as a nuin not of a practical

mind; his arj^uments on two lines of deduction made their

deUherations lenjrthy. When I'opinot observed their dislike

to listening to him he gave his opinion brietly; it was said

that he was not a good judge in tliis class of cases; but as his

gift of discrimination was remarkable, his opinion lucid, and
his penetration profound, be was considered to have a special

aptitude for the laliorious duties of an examining judge. So

an examining judge he remained during the greater part of

his legal career.

Although his qualifications nuide him eminenHy fitted for

its difiicult functions, and he Iiad the reputation of being so

learned in crinur.al law that his duty was a pleasure to him,

the kindness of his heart constantly kept him in torture, and
he was nipped iis in a vise lietween his conscience and his pitv.

The services of an examining judge are better paid than those

of a judge in civil actions, but tliey do not therefore prove a

temjttation ; they are too onerous. Pof)inot, a man of modest
and virtuous learning, without ambition, an indefatigable

worker, never conqdaincd of his fate; he sacrificed his tastes

and his compassionate soul to the public good. and allowed him-
self to 1)0 t ranspoded to the noisome pools of criminal examina-
tions, where lie show(-d himself alike severe and beneficent. His

clerk sometimes wou'd give the accused som(> nionev to buv
tobacco, or a warm winter garment, as he lid him t.ack from
the judge's oHice to the Soiiricu're, the mouse-trap—the

House of Detention where the accused are kept under tl e

orders of the Examining Judge. He knew bow to be an i \-

flexible judge and a charitable man. And no one extracte''

a confession so easilv as he without having recourse to judicial

trickery. He had. too, all the acumen of an observer. This

I
I
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man, apparently so foolishly good-natured, simple, and ab-

-•nt-minded, could guess all the cunning of a prison wag,
liiunask the astutest street huzzy, and sulniue a scoundrel.

Inusual circumstances had sharpened his perspicacity; hut
;> relate these we must intrude on his domestic history, for

in him the judge was the social side of the man; ancilher

iiii'.n, greater and less known, existed within.

Twelve years before the beginning of this story, in IHIH,

(hiring the terrible scarcity which coincided disastrously with

ihe stay in France of the so-called Allies, I'opinot was ap-

jiitintcd President of the (.'omniission Extranrdinary formed
to distribute food to the poo: of his ncighl)orhood, just when
lie had planned to move from the Kue du Fouarrt, which he
as little liked to live in as his wifi! did. The great lawyer,

ihe clear-sighted criminal judge, whose superiority seemed to

'lis colleagues a form of aberration, had for live years been

vwitching legal results without seeing their causes. As he
•MTambled up into lofts, as he saw the poverty, as he studied

ihe desperate necessities which gra<lually bring the poor to

rriminal acts, as he estimated their long struggles, compas-
sion filled his soul The judge then l)ecame the Saint Vincent
lie Paul of these grown-up children, these suffering toilers.

The transformation was not immediately complete. Benefi-

cence has its temptations as vice has. Charity consumes a

,-aint's purse, as roulette consumes the possessions of a gam-
Mer, quite gradually. Popinot went from misery to miserv,

from charity to charity; then, by the time he had lifted

ill the rags which cover ptihlic jnuiperism, like n bandage

under which an inflamed wound lies festering, at the end

')f a year he had become the T'rovidenee incarnate of that

ijuarter of the town. He was a member of the Benevolent

Conimittee and of the Charity Organization. Wherever any

n-utuitous services were needed he was ready, and did every-

Miing without fuss, like the man irith the short clonk, who
•pends his life in carrying soup round the markets and other

plao's where there are starvimr folks.

Popinot was fortunate in acting on a larger circle and in

I i
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a hiplier splifTo : lie had an oyo on everythinfr. h^ prevented

criiiu", lio ^^ave work to tho iiiioinploycd. lie found a refuge

for the helpk'?s, he distributed aid with diseernnient wherever

danger threatened, he math- himself the counselor of the

widow, the protector of homeless children, the sleeping pan
ner of small trader;;. No one at the Courts, no one in Paris,

knew of this secret life of Popinot's. There are virtues so

splendid that they necessitate obscurity; men make haste to

liide them under a bushel. .\s to those whom the lawyer suc-

cored, they, hard at work all day and tired at night, were

little able to sing his praises; theirs was the griicelessness of

children, who can never pay be<ause they owe to<i much.

There is such compulsory ingratitude: but what heart that

has sow II good to rea]) gratit ; ic can think itself great?

By the end of the second year of his apostolic work, Popi-

not had turned the storeroom at the bottom of his house into

a parlor, lighted by the three iron-barred windows. Tbc

walls and ceiling of this spacious room w(>re whitewashed,

and the furniture consisted of wooden benches like those seen

in schools, a clumsy cupboard, a walnui-wdod writing-table.

and an armchair. In the cu|)board were his registers of

donations, his ticke.s for orders for bread, ami his diary, lie

kept his ledger like a tradesman, that be might not b(^ ruined

by kindness. All the sorn^ws of tiie neighl)orhood wvw en-

tered and nundjcred in a book, where each had its little ac-

count, as merchants' customers have theirs. When there wa-

any question as to a man or a family net'diiig liel|). the law-

yer could always command information from tlie police.

Lavienne. a man made for his master, was his aide-de-

camp. He redeemed or renewed pawn-tickets, and visited the

districts most llireaten((l with famine, while his master wa.-

in court.

From four till seven in the morning in summer, from six

till nine in winter, this room was full of women, children,

and pau[)ers. wliilo Popinot gave audience. There was no

need for a stove in winter; the crowd was so dense that the

air was warmed; onlv, Lavienne strewed straw on the wet
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Mir. By Ion;,' u.^^e the licnclit's wore .h polished as varniriliod

ahojranv: at the Iu'i<,nit of a man's slioiiMcr.-i the wall had
• "at nf dark, ind'v-cribablc color. <s\\vn to it by the ra<r.-! and
.iicrcd clothes of thejc poor creatures. The poor wretches
vd Popinot so well that when they asseiiiblcil before his

'r was opened, before dayitreak on a winter's niorniiijr. the
-Mien warming themselves with their foot-brasiers, the men
'Hiring their arms for circulation, never a soun<l liad dis-

.rln'd his sleep. Kag-pickers and other toilers of the night
!
w the house, and often saw a light l)urning in the lawver's

rivate room ar unh(dy hours. Even thieves, as they passed
.. said. "Tluit i> his house," and respected it. The morning
gave to the po.r, the mid-day hours to criminals, the even-

_!' to law wor

I'hus the gift of observation that characterized I'opinot
^s necessarily bifrons; he could guess the virtues of a jiaupor

_'ood feelings nipped, fine actions in embryo, unrecognized
f-acrifici". just as he could read at the bottom of a man's
:!-cience the faintest outlines of a crime, the slenderest

pads of wrongdoing, and infer all the rest,

i'opinot's inherited fortun(> was a thousand crowns a year.
'- wife, sister to M. Riaiichon >irnior, a doctor at Sancerre,
I'l brought him about twice as tiiuch. She, dving five years
M e, had left her fortune to her husband. As the salary of
-u{)ernumerary judge is not large, and Popinot had been a
'ly salaried judge only for four years, we niav guess his rea-

ls for parsimony in all that concerned his person and mode
life, when W(^ consider how snuill his means were and how
at his beneficence. Re-ides, is not such indifference to

•-S as stamped Popinot an .ibsent-minded man. a distin-

diing mark of scientific attainment, of art passionately

iisued, of a perpetually active mind? To complete this

rtrait, it will be enough to add that Popinot was one of
• few judges of the Court of the Seine on wliorn the rib-

'! of the Legion of Honor had not been conferred.

"^nch was the man who had tieen iii-trucfed bv the Presi-

!:t of the Second Chamber of the Court—to which Popinot
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had be)onf,'('d ?\ucv liis rciiii^tatcMiiont among tho judge? in

civil law—to cxamiiic tiio Maniuis d'E^^pard at tiie request of

his wife, who sued for a CouiiiMs-ion in Lniiacv.

The Hue du Fouarrc where so nuiny unhappy wretches

swarmed in the early morning, would be deserted by nine

o'clock, and as gloomy and s(pudid as ever. Bianchon put

his horse to a trot in order to find his uncle in the nndsl of

his business. It was not without a smile that he thought of

the curious contrast the judge's appearance would tiiake in

Madame d'Espard's room; but he promised himself that he

would persuade him o dress in a way that should not be too

ridiculous.

"If only my uncle happens to have a new coat I" said

Bianchon to himself, as lie turned into the Rue du Fouarre,

where a pale light shone from the parlor windows. "I shall

do well, 1 believe, to talk that over with Lavienne."

At the sound of wlieels half a score of start.led paupers

came out from under the gateway, and to.>k off their hat:

on recognizing Bianchon; for the doctor, who treated gra-

tuitously the sick recommended to him by the lawyer, was

not less well known than he to the jjoor creatures assemblec

there.

Bianchon found his uncle in the middle of the parlor

where the benches were occupie<l by patients presenting sue!

grotesque singularities of costume as would have made th(

least artistic pa.-;ser-by turn rouiul to gaze at them. .:'

draughtsman—a Kembrandt, if there were one in our day—

might have conceived of one of his finest compositions fron

.ceeing these children of miser}% in artless attitudes, and al

silent.

Here was the rugged countenance of an old man with i

white tx'ard ajid an apostolic head—a Saint Peter ready ti

hand ; his chest, partly uncovered, showed salient muscles

the evidence of an iron constitution which had served hin

as a fulcrum to resist a whole poem of sorrows. There ;

young woman was suckling her youngest-born to keep it fron

crying, while another of about five stood between her knees
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parlor.

II'T whito bosom, gleaniinp niiiid rairs, tlic baity with its

ti iiisparent llcsh-tinis, and the brotii' r, whoso attitude prom-

i- il a street arab in the future, touched the fancy with pathos

!'V its almost graceful contrast with the long row of faces

(iiinson with cold, in the midst of which sat this family

L'l lup. Further away, an o!<l woman, pale and rigid, had the

r I'ulsive l(M)k of rebellious pauperism, eager to avenge all

r- past woes in one day of violence.

There, again, was the young workman, weakly and in-

.
I -lent, whose brightly intelligent eye revealed fine faculties

I :;:shed by necessity struggle<l with in vain, saying nothing
nf his sufferings, and nearly dead for lack of an opportunity

! I squeeze between the bars of the vast stews where the
'' ; tched swim round and round and devour each other.

'i"he majority were women ; their husbands, gone to their

rk, left it to them, no doubt, to plead the cause of the

.'vnily with the ingenuity which characterizes the woman of
;'. people, who is almost always queen in her hovel. You
w -nld have seen a torn bandana on every head, on every form
i: -kirt deep in mud, ragged kerchiefs, worn and dirty jackets,

ir.:\ eyes that burnt like live coals. It was a horrible assem-
iil.ige. raising at first sight a feeling of disgust, but giving

a irtain sense of terror the instant you perceived that the

r-ignation of these souls, all engaged in the struggle for

I. ry necessary of life, was purely fortuitous, a speculation

"II benevolence. The two tallow candles which lighted the

j- trior flickered in a sort of fog caused by the fetid atmos-
p' .re of the ill-ventilated room.

The magistrate himself was not the least picturesque figure

i;: the midst of this assembly. He had on his head a rusty

I tim night-cap; as he had no cravat, his neck was visible,

n
:
with cold and wrinkled, in contrast with the threadbare

:ar of his olc dressing-go^\m. Tlis worn face had the half-

' ;iid look tha. comes of absorbed attention. His lips, like

i! -e of all ;nen whn work, were puckered up like a bag with
t' • strings drawn tiL'ht. His knitted brows seemed to bear
!' burden of all the .sorrows confided to him: he felt,
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analyzc'fl, an<l jii(1,i.'<m1 tlicin all. As watcliful as; a Jew inoncy-

londor, he rirvcr rai-i-d liis eyes frdiii his Ixwiks aiid ri"/\-i-

ters but to look intn tin- very In-art of tlu' p'T-ons he wa-i

exaniininLT. with tin' lla-hiiiL' ^'laiirv !)y whicii a miser cx-

pro«f=('i» Ills alarm.

T.aviiMiiio. standiiiir l>''!iiiiii his ma-tiT. ready to rarry out

his orders, ^orvi'd iiu donht a< a sort of police, and welcomcil

iiiwcoDiers liv eiicoiiraLriii,i: tin'"! to i:et over their shyness.

Wlien liie doetor ajipeared there was a stir on the i)enc'hes.

Lavieniie turncil ids iiead, and was stranirely surprised to seo

Bianclion.

"Ah I It is von. old hoy I" exelaimeil I'opinot, .stretching

himself. ""Wliat iiriii_'-> you <o early!'"

"1 was afraid Irst vou should make an oflieial vi'^it about

which I wish to speak to you before I could see vou."

"Well," said the lawyer, addres-in^- a stout little woman

who was still standiuLT close to him. "if you do r\o{ tell me

what it is you want, 1 {'annot Lnies? it. child."

"Make haste," said l.iavii'nne. "Do not waste other peo[)le"s

time."

"Monsieur," s.id the woman at last, turninir red, and

spoakinix so low :i~ oidv to be beard by Popinot and T.avienne,

"I have a t:reen-,i:nM-ery truck, and I have my last baby out at

nurse, and I owe for hi.-- keep. Well. 1 had hidden my little

bit o^" m<mey
"

"Yes; and your man took it?" said I'opinot, guessing the

sequel.

"Yes. sir."

"What is your name?"

"La Pomponne."

"And your hu-^band's?"

"Toupiliet."

"IJuc ilii I'etit -Banqiner?" said Popinot. turning over hi-

reszistcr. "lie is in ]iri-on." be add"d. readin,:: a note at th(

maririn of the -eiiion in which this family was described.

"Fordcl)t. my kind monsieur."

Popinot shook his head.
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"But I havo iKithiiij,' to buy any stock for my truck; tlu^

iaiullord came yt'stcnlay anil made mc pay up; othorwise I

-hniikl have boon turned out."'

LavioniU! bent over his ma.-ti^r, and wliisjicrod in his oar.

•Well, how much do vou want to buv fruit in tlie mar-

.ct,

\\'hv, mv trood monsieur, to carry on my business, I should

v. ,int— Yes, I .-iiould certainly want ten francs."

i'opinol siLrned to I.avienne, who took ten francs out of

a large bag, and handed them to the woman, while tiie law-

T nuide a note of the loan in his I e(l<:er. As 1 le saw the

;lirill of delight that made the poor hawker tremble, Bian-

chon understood the appreliensions that must have agitated

her on her way to the lawyer's house.

"You next," said Lavienne to the old man witli the white

heard.

Bianchon drew the servant aside, and asked him how long

iliis audience would last.

"Monsieur has had two hundred persons this morning, and

there are eighty to be turned ol7," said Lavienne. "Y'ou will

iiave time to pay your early visit, sir."

"Here, my loy," said the lawyer, turning round and taking

Horace by the arm; "here are two addri'sses near this—one

iu the Hue de Seine, and tlu; other in the Kue do IWrbaiete.

No there at once. Kue de Seine, a young girl has just

asphv.\iated herself: and liue de IWrbalete. you will find a

man to remove to your hospital. I will wait breakfast for

you."

Bianchon returned an hour later. The I'ue du Fouarre

was deserted: dav was i)eginning to dawn there: his uncle

iiad gone up to his looms: the last poor wretch whose miserv

the judge had relieved was departing, and Lavienne's money

hag was empty.

"Well, how are they going on?" asked the old lawyer, as

the doctor came in.

"The man is dead," replied Bianchon ; "the girl will get

over it."
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Since tho oyo and haml of a wDiiian had l)i'cn larkinp, t!io

flat in which I'opiiiot lived liad a-r-mufd an a-pcd in liar-

niony with its master's. Tile iiHlill'frtiui^ ot" a man wlio i?;

absorhed in one (huninaiit idea iiad set its stani]) of ei.'Ct'n-

tricitv on event liiiifir. Kverywiiere lay nneunqurrahle du>i,

evi ry ohjcct was adapted to a wron^^ purpose witli a per

tinacity sufrjxestive of a haehelor's liome. 'i'here were papir-

in the llower vases, empty iidi-holik'S on tiie tal)li's, plai^ -

that had heen for<:otten, matches used as tapirs for a miiiuii

when sometiiin;; IumI to i)c found, drawers or hoxcs half-

turned out and left unlinishi'd; in .-Imrt. all the eonfusion

and vacancies resultin<,f from j)laiis for (.rder never carried

out. The lawyer's private room, e-pecially disorderi'd hy tlii>

incessant ruinnuiiri', horv wiine>s to his unre-tin^' pace, tliu

hurry of a man overwhelmed with business, hunted hy contra-

dictory necessities. 'I'he hookea>e looked as if it liad been

paekwl ; there were hooks scattered over cverytliin<r, some

pileil up oi)en, one on another, others on the floor face down-

wards; re<risters of jjroceedinu's laid on the floor in rows,

lengthwise, in front of the shelves; and tliat floor had not

been polished for two years.

The tables and ,~helves were covered with p.r votoi^, the of-

ferin<rs of tiie grateful poor. On a pair of blue glass jars

which ornamented the chimney-shelf tin re were two glass

balls, of which the core was made up of many-colored frag-

ments, giving them the a[)i'eai'ance (d' some singular natural

product. Against the wall hung frames id' artificial flowers,

and decorations in which Popinot's initials were surrounded

by hearts and everlasting flowers. Here were boxes of

elaborate and useless cabinet work: there letter-weights

carved in the style of work done by convicts in penal .servi-

tude. These masterjiieces of patience, enigmas of gratitude,

and withered bouipicts gave the lawverV room tlie a])pearance

of a toyshop. Tlie good ma:. u.<ed llie-e work-^ of art as hiil-

ing-plaees which he filled with bill-, worn-out pens, and

scraps of paper. .Ml these ])athetie wiines>es to his divine

charity were thick with dust, dingy, and faded.
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Soiui' l)ir(l.~, Ijcaiiti fully ^tllt^l(l, liut cutcii liy ninth. |i<ti hcd

!i lliiri wildiTiiL'ss (»i' tiimipery, pn^idrd over Ijy an Anj:<ira

,it. Madaiiu' I'dpiiiot's |)ct, nstDrcd to luT no dnuht with all

ill' ^.'raci'S of life hy stniii' iiiii»'(iiiii(Uis natiirali>t. wlio tlui-i

• paid a <iil't id' charily wilii a ptTciiiiial tfta-nrc Snnic local

rii^t wliU'O heart had iiiismiidcd ids i(ru>h had painted por-

aits of M. and Madame Popiiiot. I'lveii in the Ijcdrooni

\;ere were t'lnhroidet'eil pi n-ciishion>, land-capes in cross-

iieh, and fTosses in folded pajier, >o elahoratoly cuckiod as

I -how the sen.-eless lahor they had cost.

Tho windiiw-curtains were hhuk with smoke, ami the hang-

tigs ahsohitelv colorless. Between tlie lire|>lace and the

arge s(piare t;\hle at which tlu' magistrate worked, the cook

had set two cups of coilVe on a small tahle, and two armchairs,

Ml mahogany and Iiorsehair, awaited the uncle and nephew.

As davlight. darkened hv the windows, could not penetrate

lo this corner, the cook had left two dips l)urning, whose un-

-luilfed wicks s!\owi'd a sort of miisliroom growth, giving the

fed light wliich promises length of life to the candle from

-lowness of eondjustion—a discovery dxw to some nn.ser.

"My dear uncle, you ought to wrap your>elf more warmly

vhen you go down to that parlor.
'

"1 cannot hear to keep tliem wailing, poor souls I—Well,

ltd what do you want id' me?"'

"I have ((.>me to ask to you to dine to-morrow with the ^lar-

luise d'Espard."

"A relation of ours?" asked Popinot, with such genuine

ijsc-nce of mind that Hinnchon hnighcd.

"Xo. uncle; the Mavipiise d'I';si)ard is a hiirh and puissant

'adv, vho has laiil 1)( fore the Courts a petition desiring that

1 Commission in Lunacy should sit on her hushand. and

on are appointed
"

^'Aiid you want nie to dine with her! Are yon ma..!' " said

he lawyer, taking up the code of proceedings. "Here, only

•vad this article, prohihiting any magistrate's eating or drink-

:!ig in the house of either of two parties whom he is called

.il)on to decide between. Let her come and see nie, your Mar-
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(lui-^i', if sill' ll.l- ;ill\llliHLr tn -iiy tn tlic. I \\;l-. ill f.ict. to ^M

to <'.\aiiiiin' lirr ini-liaiiil lu-iiiniTdU, al'tiT wnrkiiii: llio easo

ii|> t<i-ni,i:lit."

I!r i-MM'. IiimI; up a pail^it i.f paper-; lliat lav iitidiT a wciL'ht

nlicp' lie ri.iild SCI- it. and aftiT rcailni'." the titlr, he --aid:

"lien- is llic allldavii. Since vnu take an interest in ihi-;

lii;rli iind pHi--aiii ladv, let n~ see what -lie wants."

I'npiiiDt wrajiped his dressinir-^DWii aern-s his iiody, from

whieh it was 'niistantly slippitiir and leavinLT his chest hare;

lie ^;()pl)ed his hread in the halt'-c"! I CMiree, and opened the

petition, which he read, allowins,' liiin-elf to throw in a paren-

thesis now and then, and some disciis-sions, in which his

iR'phew took part :—
"'To Mon>ieiir the I're-ident of the Civil Trihuiial of the

Lower Court of the lieparlnienl of the Seine, sitlinj^ at the

Palais de Justice.

"'Madame Jeann'^ Clenientine .\t!iena"s de Blanmnt-

Chauvry, wife of M. Charl(>s Maurice Marie .\nilocho, Conite

de N'e;.'rep('liss(>. Manpiis d'Kspard*— a very .1,'ood family—

'landowner, the said Mnie. d'H-pard livin;: in the Hue du

Faiihoiir;,' Saint-Hoiiore. No. 1(M. and ilie saicj M. d'Rspard

in the I'ue de la MontaLnie-Sainte-dcnevieve, No. 'i2,'—to

be ^ure. the President told me he lived in ihis part of the

town—'liavin.sr for her solicitor Maine De-roches'— Des-

roches I a i)ettifoirc,nn<r johlier. a man looked down upon bv

his brother lawyers, and who does his clients no ir<iod
"

"Poor f(Mlow '." said Rianchon. "unluckily he has no monev.

and he rushes round like the devil in holv water—That is

all."

"'Has the honor to submit to you. Monsieur the President,

that for a year pa>t the moral and intellectual ]>owers of her

husband. M. (rFspard. have undertrone so serious a ehnn'i(\

that at tlie present day they have reached the state of de-

mentia and idiocy provided for by .\riicle 4 IS of the Civil

Code, and reipiire the application of th( remeilies set forth

by that article, for t!H> s(>curity of his fortune and his person,

and to uuard the interest of Ills children whom he keeps to

live with him.
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"'That, ill [I'liiit i)f fact, the inciilal (niulitioii of M.

rilspanl, whicli t'nr suhh' yi'ar- lia- ^'ivcii ;:runiii|s f^r alarm

iiJU-ifil oil till- S\>trlll lie ll.l- |)llI-Ufi| III the mailML'i'lIHil t n|' ||is

.itfairs. lia,> rcacliiil. iluriii;.'' tli'' !a^t I wclvcmnntli, a ilcjilnr-

.i!ilc (Itptli of ilc|)n'>-inM : tiiaf lii< iiitiriii will was tlic first

liiinj.' to sliow till' n-ulis of the malady, ami thai its clTrtc

-late loavi's M. the Maniuis (l"M-pani cxims'il to all the perils

f his iiK'nm|M'(('i)( V, a.~ is proved hy the following; fart>:

"'For a loii^' time all the imome aecruiiiu' frum ^^.

ii'KspardV ('>tates are paid, without any rea.-oiialile caiiso,

ill- even temporary ad\antaj.'e. into the hands of an old woman,

vvhose ri'imlsive UL'liiiess is (.'cnerally remarkeil on. named

Madanu' .leanreiiaiid. living: sometimes in I'aris. IJiie de la

\'rilliere. No. S. sometimes at N'illeparisis, near f'laye, in tho

Department of S( ine et Mariie. and for the henefit of her

,-nn, a^'eil t!lirtv-^lx. an nllieer in the ex-Imperial (iiiards,

whom the Manpais (TK-pard has jilaeed hy his inlliienee in

I he Kiii^''s Cuards. as Major in the First He^iment of

Cuirassiers. These two persons, who in ISM were in extreiiio

poverty, have since then jiurehased house-projierty nf eon-

-idorahlc viilue; amoiiLr other items, fpiite recently, a larii'-

liouso in the (Jrande Hue \'erte. where the said Jeanrenaiui

1- lavin<r out considerahle sums in order to settli' there with

the woman .Feanrcnaud. intendin.i: to marry; theso sums

.imount already to more than a hundrei] thousand francs.

The marriap' has heen arramred hy the intervention of M.

d"Kspard with his hanker, one Monsxenod. v hose niece he has

asked in niarria;:e for the said .leanreiiaiid. promisinir to

;ise his influence to jiroeure him the title and di^niity of

Haron. Tliis has in fact been secured hy His Majesty's letters

patent, dated December '^iUh of last year, at tlie re<piest of the

Manpiis d'Esjjard. as can he proved hy His Hxci'Uencv the

Keeper of the Seals, if tlie Court should think pr()per to re-

quire his testimony.

"'That no reason, not even such as morality and ilie law

would concur in disapproving:, can justify tlie influence which

the said Mme. Joanrenaud exerts over M. d'Espard, who,
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indi't'd, sfi'- !iiT vt rv srMum; nor iiciuunl fur liis >trjin;ri' i\(-

fettioii Inf tlic -;ii(l |{;in)ii .fcMiirrn.niil. Mnjur. uiili wliuni li.'

has hut liitir iiiirrc.ur-.'. And vii ilinr [,u«,r i-; so cuii-

sidtTalil.'. tliiil wliriicvcr llu'v iitrd iiiDtiin. if onlv td jrriiiil'v

a ninv wimn, tlii^ lady, ur Ii.t son '

i|..|i, ||,.|i ! no rr.,<,w

evi'H sitcli (IS nionilih/ niiil llir Imr ronritr in ilisniijirnrini]
'

W liat dm s the ( I.rk (.p tlir atioinrv nuan to in-inualf?" Saul

ropinot.

iJiandion laii^dicd.
"

''J'his lady, or licr .-on. ol»tain wliatmcr tlicy ask of tlu'

Marquis d"K>|)ard witliout demur: and if lie has not roadv
money, .M. ({"llspard draws hills to l)e paid hy the said Moii-
gcnod. who has otFered to give evideiue to thai etTeet for the
potitioner.

''Tliat. moreover, in further proof of these faets, latelv.

on the occasion of the renewal of the lea-es <m tlie Kspard
ostate, the farmers having paid a coii-i<lerai)le premium for

the renewal of their leases on the old terms, M. Jeanrenaud
at ont'o secured the payment of it into his own hands.

'"That tile Manpiis d"H-pard parts with these sums nf
money so little of his own free-will, tiiat wln'ii he was spoken
to on the subject he seomi'd to reniemhei- nothing of the
matter; thai whenever anyliody of anv weigl;t in. , cstioncv;

him as ti> liis devotion to these two per.-ons. his replies havi'

shown so comiilete an ahsenco of ideas and of sensp of his own
interests, that there obviously niust be some occult cause at
work to which the potitioner begs to direct i!ie eye of jtistire.

inasnmch as it is impossible hut that this cause should be
criminal, malignant, and wrongful, or else of a nature to

come under medical jurisdiction; unle-; this influence is

of the kind which constitutes an abuse of moral power such
as can only lie described by th(> word possfssion ' The
devil!" exclaimed I'opinoi. "What do yuu say to that, doc-
tor? 'I'hese are strange statements."

'•They miglit certainly." .^aiil Bianclion. -'be an effect of
magnetic force."

"Then do you l)elieve in Mesmor's noiisen:ie, and his tub,
and seeing through walls ?"
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"Vcs, iiiulf." said llif ilcitur >,'ravily. "A- I IkmiiI vou

I, III t!iat pi'titi'iu I llioii;.'lu (if that. I a-;^ll^ \nu thai I have

,. rilifil. in aii'illKT .-plnTc uf aitinn, .-cMTal atialnj^ouM facts

; rMviiiL' t'li' iiiilimittd iiitliiciirf niic man \r.A\ acquire nycr

Miinhcr. In (iintrailictiiiii ti» tlic c)|iiiiinii i' mv Itrctlircn. F

I'M [icrfcctly ccnviiictMl nf the jiowcr >>( the will ni,'anlt'il lu-

:i mdtnr fonr. All c(tllii«i<in and diarlatarii-ni apart. I liavc

>.cn the rcsiills of siuli : [lo-Mssinn. Actions |)rotiii>cd dur-

iiij^sk't'i) li.v a tiia<.'n<'tizcd patient to the iiiaL'iieti/cr have hren

-.rn{iuloii>ly perfornud on u-,ikiii^'. The will of unc iiad be-

oine the will of the other."

"Kvery kind of action?"

1 es.

"Kvoii a rriniinal act ?"

"Kveii a cniiu'."

''If it were not from you. I would not listen to snch a

tiling'."

"I will make ynn witiie-s it," saiil Mianchon.

'Jim, hill." muttered the lawyer, "iiiit suppo-ini: that this

-o-called pos.session fell under this class of facts, it wouM he

liniciilt to prove it as leiral evidence."

"If this woman Jeanrenaud is so llideou^ly old and iii^dy,

f do not see wh.it other means of fastination she can have

ii>ed," ol)ser\cd liiancli^.n.

"But," observed tli(> lawvt r. "in !sll. the t:me at which

this fascination is suijposed to have taken place, this woman

was fourteen years youiiL'er; if -he had been connected with

M. d'Espard ten years bet'ore that. iIk-c calculations take us

back four-and-twenty years, to a time when the lady may

have been young and pretty, and have won for her-elf and

her son a power over M. d'Kspard which some men do not

know how to evade. Thouirh the source of this power is

reprehensible in the si.L'ht of ju~tice. it is justifiable in the eye

of nature. Madame .leanrenaud may have been airi^rieved

by the marriage, contracted probaiilv at about that time, be-

tween the Marquis d'Kspard and Mademoi^i'lle de Blamont-

Chauvrv, and at the bottom of all this there may be nothing

1'

• k
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nu)n> than the rivalrv of two woinrii, sirici- the .Marquis hn^
for a Iniiir tiiin^ lived apart frnni Mini'. (I'iv-pard."

"Hut iiiT rr)iiilsiv(' uirlinc.--. iinclcr"

"i'owcr of fa-iliiatiMii is in direct iirojioriion I'l ii^dinrs,^,"

paid tile la\v\er; "iliat i< an old -Inrv. And then thiiil of tli.'

smallpox, ducior. lint to proceed.

"'riiat >o lon,<r airn as in 1m:,. mi oide,- to ^iipplv ihc Minis
of wnwy reipiired i,y tlie<(. two per-on~. the Mannii- d'Kspani
went with his two children to live in ilie K'ne de l^, Montairne-
Sainte-d'eiievieve, in rooms (piite unwordiv of hjs name and
rank"— well, we niav live as we plea-c^-that he keeps his
two children there, the Comte Clement (I'lv^pard and
Vieonite Cainille d'K.-pard, in a .-ivie of livin- .piite unsuited
to th.MT fiitnre pro-perts. ihcir name ;ind for;iine: that he
often wants money, to smh a p.. int. tli;ii not |,,iiu' >ine(' the
hmdloni. one Maria>i. put in an execution on the furniture
HI the ro.mis; that when llii.^ ex,, uiion was carried out in
his presence, the ^far.piis .n^pard heip.M] the hailitf. whom
he treat(>(I like a man of rank, payinu' him all the marks ni

attention and re.-pect which he would have shown to a person
of superior liirtli and di;inity to him-idf.' "•

Th(' iHKde and nephew -lamed at each otlier ami lauo-hnl.
'"Tliat. moreover, every act of Id, ijf,,, l,,,,],^,^ the facts

with reference to the >vidow dcanivnaiid and (he j'.aron Jean-
renaud. her son, ar.. those of ,-, madman: that for nearly ten
years ho has _riven his thouLdiis excJiHivdv lo Chi,,'., its

customs, manm'rs. and hi-torv: thai he refer, e\rrvihin'- to
a Chine.se oriirin: that when he is <pi.s,i,,„ed on i|,e snh[eet
he confutes the events of the ,]av :-nd the huMiiess of yester-
day with facts relatin.i: to China; that he .en-ure^ the arts
of the (o.vernment and the conduct of the Ki„o-. though he
is personally much aUached to him. by eompan'nu them' with
the p(dities of China ;

'••That this monomania has driven the :^^arfplis d'K.spnrd
to fonilnct devoid of all sense: auainsi the customs of men
of rank, and in opposition to his own t^rofe^^ed ideas ),s ro
the duties of the iiohility, he has joined a commereia! ui'idor-
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takinir. f"r Wlllch he ( iiii .till itl'- (1 raw- 1

1

lis which, as thcv

fall (hie. tliriaii II ImuIi |ii> hunDr ami hi-; t'ortiiiio. ?\uco thcv

-lamp him as a ii-aiiii-. ami i', default nf payment mav lead

III his hciiiL;' dechired i:i-(il\eiit: i'vit the-c dehts, which arc

iiWiiiir to <tatiniieiv-. |>r;nti'r.- i;, ic'_;- 'pli. r- and priiit-color-

!-ts. who have -applied t!ie iiaieriai^ t'nr his pnhlication.

eallcd .1 Puliin sijiir llislar, ' ''liiiiii, iiui- comini: mit in

'larts, arc so heavy tlia! the-( ;r,,ui,>men have reipiested the

petitioner to apply for a ('or:missinii in J.unaev with reu'ard

to the Mar(|iiis d'l-'.-pard in order to save their own credit.'"

"Tlie man is mad I" exclaimed Hianchoii.

"You think so. du ymi !'" said his nnclc. "If von listen to

only one hell, you hear only oiic >oiind."

'"But it seems to me " ^aid Bianchnn.

''But it seems to me," said I'opinot, 'that if any relaticn

of mine wanted to ^ret hold of the manap'ment of mv affairs,

and if. insti'ad id" heinu- a hiimhie lawver, who-e colleagues

can, any day. verify what this condition i-, I w(>ro a duke
of the realm, an attorney with a little ciinnin.tr, like

Desroches, miirht \iv\UiS just such a petition against mo.

'''That his children's education has hecn neglected for this

monmiiania ; and that he has taught them, against all the

rules of edueation, the facts of Chinese history, which con-

tradict the tenets -d' the Catholic Church. He also has them
taught the Chinese dialects.'

"

'TIere Desroches strikes me as funny." said Bianehon.

'The petition is drawn up hy his head-clerk *iode-chal,

u ho. as y(ui know, is not strong in Cliiiiese," said the lawver.

"'That lie often leaves his children destitute of ih(> most

necessary things; that the petitioner. notwitlHlandim: lur en-

treaties, can never see them; that the said Manpiis d'Kspard

irings them to her only once a year; that, knowing the

jirivations to which they are exposed, she makes vain effiirt.s

to give them the things most neee--arv for their existence,

and which tliey require ' Oh! AIadam<> la Manpiise. this

is prepost(>rous. Bv proving too much vou prove nolhiiiLr. —
My dear hoy." .-aid the old man, laying the document on his

'1 ? i
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knee, "whore is thi; iiuithor who ever lacked hcnrt and wit

and yearnin<,' to such a deforce as to fall below the in~piralions

suirixestcil iiy her animal instinct? A iiiotlier is as eunnin<,'

to i^i'i iit her children as a >:irl can he in the conduct of a

love intriLTUe. if vour Maniiii>c really wanted to give licr

children luod iind clothes, the I>evil himself would not have
hindered her. heh i-' That i> rather too big a fable for an old

iawyer to swallow!—To proceed.
" "I'hat at the age the said children have now attained it

is neeessar\- that steps >h(ndil be taken to preserve them from
the evil etl'ects of such an education; that they should be

j)rovided for as beseems their rank, and that they should
cease to have before their eyes the sad example of their

father's conduct

;

"'That there are proofs in support of these allegations

which the Court can i^a.-ily order to be produced. Many times
has M. d'Jilspard spoken of the judgi' of the Twelfth Arrou-
dissement as a mandarin of the third class; he often sjieaks

of the jn'ofessors of the College lli'uri 1 \'. as "men of let-

Tu s])caking of the simplest

I >

ters" —and tliat olTends them
tilings, lie says. "'I'hey were nut di lie so in China;" in the

course of the nio.-t ordinary cn rsation lie will sometimes
allude to Madame Jeaiirenaud, or >ometimes to events which
happened in the tinie nf Louis Xl\'.. and then sit plunged
in the darkest melaiuhdly ; sometime- he fancies lie is in

China. Several of his neighbors, among others one Edine
Becker, niedieai student, and dean Hapti>te Fremiot. a pro-
fessor, living under the same roof, are of o|)inion. after fre-

(juent intercourse with the :\ran|uis d'Kspard. that his mono-
mania with regard to cMTylhiiig Chinc'^e is the result of a
scheme laid by the said I>aron Jeanrenaud and the widow his

mother to bring about the deadening of all the ]\rarquis

dd-lspard's nu-nta! iaciilti(^s. since the only service which
Mnie. .leanrenaud appears to render ^1, d'Kspard is to pro-

cure him everythini: that relates to the Chinese E.mpire;

"'Finally, that th(> petitioner is prepared to show to the

Court that the moneys absorbed by tlie >aid Barou and Mrae.
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Joanrcnaud betwcon I"- I and 1n"-?8 amount to not loss than

'He million francs.

"'In confirmation of tho facts licnin set forth, the peti-

tioner can brin<: the ovidcmv of jut-mms who arr in the haliit

'if seeing the Manjuis d'Kspard, whose nanif~ and profes-

.-ions are subjoined, many of wliom have nrmd hrr to de-

mand a commission in lunacy to declare M. (I'l^pard in-

capable of managing his own atfairs, as lieiiig the only way

to preserve his fortune from tlie elTects of his maladministra-

tion and his children from his fatal inlltienee.

"'Taking all tliis into consideration. M. le President, and

I lie aflidavits subjoined, the petitioner desires that it may
please you, inasmuch as the foregoing facts sutlieiently prove

ilic insanity and incompetency of the ^rar([uis cl'l'^pard

herein described with his titles and residence, to order that,

to the end that he may be declared incompetent by law. this

|>etition and the documents in evidence may lio laid before

the King's public prosecutor; and that you will charge one

I'f the judges of this Court to make his re])ort to you on any

(lay you may be pleased to name, and thereupon to pro-

nounce judgment,' etc.

"And here," said I'opinot, "is the President's order in-

structing me I—Well, what does the Manpiise d'F^spard want

with me? I know everything. But I shall go to-morrow

with my registrar to see ^r. le Marquis, for this does not seem

at all clear to me."

"Listen, my dear uncle, I have never asked the least little

favor of you that had to do with your legal functions; well,

now I beg you to show ^ladamc d'Kspard the kindness which

her situation deserves. If she came here, you would listen to

!ier?"

"Yes."

"Well, then, go and listen to her in her o\ni house.

Madame d'Espard is a sickly, nervous, delicate woman, w!io

would faint in your rat-hole of a place. (!o in the evening,

instead of accepting her dinner, sinci^ the law forbids your

eating or drinking at your client's ex[)ense."'

Ml I
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"Arifl (loos not tlif law t'urliiil mmi fnim taking nnv !•

fnun V'Uir drail?" .-aid I'npinn-. fancy in if iliat he s,i . a

toiicli of irnnv iin his ni'phtw".- lips.

"('"nil', iinrlc. if it uci'c only to rnahlc vnu to p^t at tb'

truth of this lni.-incss, f:rant niy nM|iirsr. V<iU will como a,s

till' t'xainiiiiniX jmlj:!', -i'"'c nialtcrs ilo not soom to vou Vfry

(liar. l>cin-o tako it I ft is as ni'ir,--ary to cross-(]UL'stioii the

.Mai'i|ui-r as it is to (waitiinc tho Marijui-.""

"Von ail' ri,i:ht," sa^l tho lawyor. ""Ii is i|uito possihk;

that it is ^ll( who is mail. I will ^u'o."'

"I will call for ynii. Wi-itc down in your enira^rcincnt

book: ''ro-riioiTow cvciiitiL.'' at iiif.c Madame d"I-"s[iard.'—
Good I" said r.iaiuhon, seeing his i;:icle make a note of the

engagement.

1-

Xext evenin.LT at nine Rianehon monnted his nnele"s diistv

staircase, and found liiiii at work en the -tatemenl (>( some
(^ompliealed jiidirmeiii. 'i'hc coat Lavienne had ordered of

the tailor had not hecn sent, so I'opinot put on his old stained

coat, and was the I'opinot unadorned whose appearance made
those lauixii wdio ilnl \\n\ k;:nw the -eerets of Ids Jirivato life.

Bianchon, liowcver. nhtaiiied pei-mi>:-inn to pnlj Jng cravat

strai,L:ht. and to Imtton hi< e.iat. and he hid the stains hv

crossiiiiT the lirea>t of it with the ri-lit -ide nw-y the left, and
so displaying the new front of the eluth. P,ut in a minute
the judire rncked the coat up nver hi- client hv the way in

which he stutred Ids hands into his jioekets. otievjng an ir-

rcsistilde hahit. Thns the coat, deeply wrinkled hoth in front

and behind, made a sort of Inimp in the middle of the back,

leaving a gap lietweeii the waistcoat and trousers tlirouirh

which his shirt showed. Bianchon, to his -orrow, onlv dis-

covered this crowning absurdity at the moment when his

nncle entered the Marqui-e"'.: room.

A britd' sketch of the [)er-on and the eanvr of the ladv

in whosi prescnr-e the dm tor and tin,' judge now fonnd them-

selves is necessary for an understanding of her interview

with Popinot.
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Madaiuc <]"K- panl lia (I, lur !lu' a>i >cv('ii vcar^. hocn vitv

Miuih till' l'a>hi(>ii in Paris, when' Fa>lii'iii can rai-^c and (Irup

riv turns varimis ]M>rs()naf:('s whd. now tir^ai and iinw small,

ihat is {n say. in virw nr for^'dttcn, .wc at la-; (|iiit(' intnler-

'l^le—as di^L•ard(ll ministers arc and every kind of decayed

.-uvvreij.nity. 'I'lie-e tlatlerers >>( the past, ndiinis with their

-lale pretcnsiniis, kiidw everythin^i:, speak ill of everytlur ,

and, liki^ ruined proHiuMtes. an' friends with all tht> world.

Since her hiisliand had -. jiarated from her in ISl.'. Maijamo

d"Ks|)ard must ha\i marrii'd in the he^^inninu' of ISl-.'. Her

rhildren. tlu'refore. were a;.:ed respectively fifteen and thir-

:cn. ]^y what luck was the mother of a family, ahout thrce-

and-tliirty year.- of a^^'. still the fasliion ?

Thoui.di Fa>hioji is capricious, and no one can fore-ee who

.-hall he her favorile>. tliouLrli slie often exalts a hanker's wife,

or soni" woman of \fry douhtful ele^rance and heauty. it cer-

tainly seems supernatural when Fa-hion puts on con>titu-

tional airs and ,Ln\es promotion for a<:e. But in this cas(>

l'"ashion had done as the wor'd did, and accepted Madame
d"Fs|iard ar still youn<r.

The .Manpiise. who was thirty-three hy her rejri>tor of

liirth, v,a.- twenty-two in a drawini:-rooni in the eveninfj.

But by what care, what artilici' Flahorate curls shaded her

ieinplos. She condemned her-elf to IInc in twilii^ht, affectin,?

illness so a- to sit under the pi'otc<i inn tones of li;:ht fi!tt>rod

throuLdi muslin. Like Diane dv I'oitiers, she used euld water

in her hath. and. like her airain. the Manjuise slept on a horse-

hair mattress, with moroeco-covered pillows to [ireserve lior

iiair; s1h> ate very little, only drank water, and observed mo-

nastic re.srularity in the smallest actions of lier life.

This severe system has. it is said, been carried so far as to

the use of ice instead of water, and notliinjr hut cold food, hy a

famous polish lady of our day wlio spends a life, now ver^'inf^

on a century old. after the fasliion of a town helle. Fated to

live as lon<r Jis Marion T^elorme. whmii history luis credited

with survivin.ff to be a hundred and thirtv. the old vice-queen

of Poland, at the age of nearly a hundred, has the heart and

4
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brain nf yoiitli. a cliarniiiii: face, an eli'trant shape; and in

her convcrsaiioii. sparkliiij: willi hrilliancy like l'a;:j:ots in the

fire, she can eoiu;>arc th<' nicti iind hodks of our literature

with !iii' imn and hiXik- of the eighteenth century. Livin;^

in Warsaw. ~lii' nnlcrs In r cap- nf llerbault in Pari.-;. She is

a tTial lady with the aiiiial)ility of a mere girl; she .^winis,

.-^lie ruii> l.ke a schiiulbdv, and can sink mi to a ?ofa wilii the

grac.' of a youn^^ eo(|uctie: she inoek? at death, and lauglis

at life. After haviuL'' asioni-hed the J'-injieror Alexander,
sh'-' can stiil amaze the I'liiijieror .Xicliolas hy the splendor of

hvr cntcrtainnient.s. She can still hrin^u' tear.-i to the eyes of

a youthful lover, for her aire is whatever she pleases, and
she has the ex(|uisite self-devotion id' a ynVr/Zc. In short,

she is herself a fairy talo. uidess, indeed, she is a fairy.

Had .Mailame d'l'Ispanl known Madame Zayonseek? Did
sho moan to imitate her ran-er? lie that as it iimy, the

Xlanpiise proved the merits of the treatment; her complexion
was clear, her brow unwrinklc(l. her fi^^ire, like that of Henri
II. "s lady-love, preservt'd the litheness. the freshness, the cov-

ered charms which itrinu'' a woman love and keep it alive.

The simjde pret-autions of this course, suji^xested hy art and
nature, and perhaps by experience, had met in her with a

general svsieni .\hich conilrmed the results. The .Marquise

was absolutely indill'erent to ever\ tliin;jr that was not herself:

men amused her. but no man had ever caur.ed her those deep
agitations which sti^ both natures to their depths, and wreck
one on tile other. Nhe knew neither hatred nor love. When
she was offended, she avenged herself coldly, quietly, at her
leisure, waiting for the opportunity to gratifv the ill-will

she cherished against anybody who dwelt in her unfavorable
remembianee. She nuide no fuss, she did not excite herself,

she talked, because she knew that by two words a woman
may cause the death of three men.

She had parted from M. d'Espard with the greatest satis-

faction. Had he not takeji with him two children who at

present were troublesome, and in the future would stand in

the way of her pretensions:-' Uer most intimate friends, as
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}<'n:h as Iut least jwrsisterit adniircrs, scoiiij: aixnit Iiit nnm'

'
: ("oriR'liaV jewels, who eoiiu' ami fro. and luiconseioii.-ly

'. irav their inother's a^'i', took iier for (|uite a vouim woman.

i ;ie two hoys, about whom she seemed so anxious in her

: lition, were, like their father, as I'liknown in iho world

the northwest ])assaL:e is unknown to naviirators. M.

: lisparil was suppo-rd to he an ececntric p^r-onaL^e wlio had

i' .-ertt'd his wife without, havin^^ the small'^t eau:-e for

! implaint jifrainst her.

Mistress of herself at t wo-and-t wenty. and mi-tre-s of her

f 'ftune of twenty-six thousand fram- a year, tlu' .Manpiise

!;• -italed Ion;.'' btd'ore decidiuLr on a course of action and

I rdcrin^' her life. ThoiiLrh she heiiefited hy the expenses

her husband had incurred in his hou-e. thouirh she had all

•lie furniture, the carriai;es. the lior~es. in -liort. all the

''tails of a handsome eslabli-hmeiit. she lived a retired life

'liiriiiij the years Ksl<">. K. and is. a time when families were

ivcoverinLT from the disasters n-uUinj,^ from political tein-

[vst.s. She beloiiired to one of the most important and illus-

;rious fanulies (d' the Faubourg: Saint-(iermain. and her

I'arents advised her to live with tlu'm as much as pos-ihle

after the separation forced upon her by her husband's inex-

plicable eapriee.

In 1S".2() the MaiNpiise roused her-elf from her lothariry.

lie went to Court, appeared at parties, and entertained in

':er own house. From lS-21 to IS-.'T she livei] in ^^reat style.

ltd made herself remarked for her ta<te and her dress; she

lad ct day, an hour, for receivinir visits, and ere ]jnj she had

ated herself on the throne, oc -upied before her by Ma-

ime la Vicomtessc do Beauseant. the Duebesse de Lanpeais,

lid ^fadame F'irmiani—who on iter marriajrc with ^^. de

<amps had resiirned the scejitri' m favor of the Duchesse de

Maufrigneuse. from whom ]\Iaibime dd-lspard snatched it.

The world knew nothinir beyond this (d' the private lite of the

Manpiise d'Fspard. She sect, 'd likely to shine for lon<^

•n the Parisian horizon, like the sun near its setting, but

which will never set.
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Tlic M,ir(|iii-'' UM- <n) Icrm-; nf lt'^I in' iiiincv with u

(liiclic--- ii- faiimii- t'l'i- lur luaiity a- I'l'T luT .il l:ic!itni'iit lo

11 priiicf jii-t iimw in liaiii-liiiii'in. inn iu rn-!nnifi| to pl.iv ,i

lomiinL' [liirl in i'\''i'> |irn-]MM'ti\f u(i\rriiiiifiit. Mail.iiiic

(l'|-'.-]iaril ua- al-n iIh' t'ni'!i'l cif a fni'i'i::!! la^ly. with wlmni

a faiiinii-; ami V( rv wily li'ii--iaii ili|'l'iiiiali' wa- in th^' h.ihit

of (li-cii — inLT pnlilic all'air-. Ami thm an ant i'lnai' d cuni!!-

(ss, whn wa- aicn-tnniiil in -hiiliM' thi' lai'd- tV.r thf i^nM!

^raini' nf pdiiiii'-. haii ad |i!i''l he,- m a iiiatrrna! fa.-hi'.n,

Thii<. til aiiv man nf hiL:h aniliit ii n,-. Madami' d'I'.-pard wa-

prcparin.L: a ciunrt inn mtv fral inlliicncc tn fnllnw thi' palih''

!ind fri\nhiii-: a-ci'iidcmv -Im iww nW4(l tn fa-hinn. Hit

(lrawini:-inniii wa- acipmii!^;' pnlitiial individuality: "What

i]() they say at Madanin d'l-Npanl'- r" "Afr tlm;. auain-t thr

inca-ui'i' in Madanm d"I-%pard"~ draw in--rn<(ni r" were i|ni-;-

lioiis ri'pcatrd hv a .-nlhiii'til niimliri' nf -.impjitnn-; to lmvi-

ihi' thick nf thi' faiilifiil wlio -urinMiidid her thi' iinpnrtaiii •

of a ( n! :;!'. A frw damaL^i'd pnlitiiian> wlm-i' wunnds >]\v

liad limind np, and whom -hn llalti'fi'd. pfnnniinccd hn- a-;

capahh' in diplmiiaiv a- thr wilV ()( the Itu — ian anilia--ador

to London. 'I'hi' Maripii^o had iml I -rM'ral tiiiu'- -tiLTi^t'stid

to (h-piilii'> or tn peer- wnrd-: ;iiiil idca~ that had nini: tlirnti.irli

Eiiropi'. Slir had nficn jiidLTi'd lorni-tly nf riMiain event-

on which her circle of frii-nd- darid nnt cxprc-- an npinioti.

The principal [ler-nn-; alioiil the Court came in the eveniiiir

to play wdii-t in Iter rnoni-.

Then -he al-n had the (pialitie- of hrr defect-;; she was

thouj:ht to III—and she was

—

di-iivei. Her fri(^ndsli:n

seemed to he -tamieli: she worked fni' ''i-r proti''Lre- with a

])ersistenc\' which -Imwed that -lie cai-.d h-^ for p;!tninaui'

than for increased inihieiice. This cotiiIiic was liased on

luT dominant pa>-ioii. N'anity. Conipic-i- and pleasuri',

which so man\ wnmeji Inve. to ]]vr seenu d onjv means to an

end; she aimed al livinir on every point of the larircst circle

that life can descrihe.

Anioni^r the men -till yonnt'-, ami to whor)i tlie future he-

longed, who crowded her drawing-rooni on irreat occasions,

m.:
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v.rro to 111' -ri'ii MM.ili' M,ir.-;iy iiiid il«' It.iniiiH'piHi'-:. dc Mnnt-

.>ran, (I.' 1.1 llni lic-l In-iJii. dp S(''!i/y, |-"iTr,iiid. Miixirnc di'

I'r^iillvs, df l.i-liMiiriT, ihi' iMii \'aMilriir--i'-. dii Chali'li't,

.iiid 'itiifis. Sill' wiiwld til i|iiciit ly iTi-fi\i' a niaii \\liii-i> wife

-!ir wiiiild 11"! ailii.it. ainl li'T [Mi\vi r was .un-.it (Miuuirli ]<> in-

iiiir riTlaiii aiiiliit imi- iin'ii tn -ijliinil tn llu'-i' liard iniidi-

!iiiii~. -iirli a- tui> raiiMnis rn\ali.-t l'aiil;i i-, M. df NiiriiiL:i'n

,nd !'"('i'diiiand dii Tillrl. Shr had -n lli'>niiiL:li!\' stiidnd lln'

-:iciil:i1i and tin' urakm-- •>[' I'.-iri- lil'i', ili.it ln-r rntuluit had

:i'\i.r ,l:iviii any ni.-in i hr >iiiallr-l adsanlaji' nvcr hrr. Ait

• nDrniiui- prirf nii.i:ht h.i\i' hrcn ~i * nn a iinii' nr IrttiT hv

.'. hieii :-hi' iiii.uht ha\r «-iini|)ri)nii-iMl hiT.-rlf. withniit one

iifiii;: pruduci'd.

If an arid miuI riiahlrd hrr in jday hir pat't t'l tin' lifi', her

I'rr.-ou was IV) k'.-- availahlc fm- it. Shi' h.id a yniiilil'ii] fi^'uro.

Hit voic't' was. at will, Mifi and l'n-!i. or clear and liaril. She

, -Sfssrd in the hiirlic-t deiiree the sicix-t id' that aristneratic

1' -e liy whiih a wuman wipes liiit the pa-t. The Maniui.-i'

new Well ihe art of setliniT an in.lIienM' ^pal•e helweell lier-i'lf

.!id the Mirt 1)1' II. an wlm fancies he may he familiar after

liiiie chance advances. Her impesiiiL'' ,i.':i/i' cnnld deny evory-

liini:. In her cnnver-atinn line and heantiful sentiments

•;il nolili' ri'-"liitiiin- llowed naturally, as it seemed, from a

:inre heart and smil: hut in reality she w,is all self, and

•j'.iitc capaiile uf iila.-tin;.'- a man who was clnm~y in his ne;,'i)-

tiations, at the vei'y time when <he wa- >h,imeli'ssly niakini^

.! ronijirnmise for the heiief: f luT own interest.

Rastitniac. in trying: to fa>ten on to this woman, had dis-

'crned her to he the r'levercst of tool-;, hut he had not yet nsed

M : far from handlinix it. he w.is already nndin;r himself

' rushed h\ it. 'I'liis yoiini: ('tj)nl'illlrri' of the hrain. con-

lemned. like Xapoleon. to give iiattle constantly, while know-

iiiiT that a sin.irlc defeat would prove the irrave of ids fortune?,

u.id met a dani^eroiis advi-r-ary in his protectress. For the

'irst time in Ids tiirhiilent life, he was playini: a jrame with

i partner worthy of him. He saw a iilaee as Minister in thn

onipie-t "f 'Mad ;n'e d"K-p.'ird. >< he was her tool till he

t.ould make her in - -a perilous beL;inIlin'^
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Tlio Il.'.irl (ri!-|iai(l iiiT(l( il ii l,ir-c liiiii-clidld, and tln'

^'.lrlllliM li;i(l a ^vvA\ miiiihcr nf -i r\aiit.-. The ^'raiid rcci'])-

ti"IIS UlTC lilld 111 thr ^TOUIld-tludr rnulli-, hut >]lr li\i'd 1)11

the lir,-t ihinr nf ihc linii.-c. 'I'hc iicrl'i'ct order of a liiii' stair-

oasc .'-[di'iididly drcoralcd, and rodiiis fitted in tlie ilii,'nifieil

.^tvh' uliiih fori'ierlv prev.uhd at \'er.-ailles, ,-jinke of an

iiiinieii.-e fdrtiiiie. W'ht n the judu't' >^a\v tlu; earriaj.'e ^atr^

llirouii njMii to admit his nephew"-^ . ali. lie tonk in witli a

rapid ;,daiiee the l"d,i:e. the pnrter, the cdiii tvanl. the .-tallies.

the nrrantreriii'iit uf the iiuii-e. ihe tlowers that deinrated

the .'•tairs, the perfect (leaiiliiie-s (if the hani>ter-. wail-, and

carpels, and cnllllted tlie footllien ill li\er\- will), as the liell

raiiL'. appi'areil nn the laiidine;. 11 i> eves, which mdv vester-

dav in his jiarlnr had suimded the diu'iiity nf mi-erv under the

muddy (dntiiiii;,' of the poor, now >tudied v.ilh th.e .-aine peni'-

tratiiiir virion the furniture and -plendor of the rooms lie

I)asse(l throu;:li, to jiii'rce to the misery of 'grandeur.

"Nf. I'opino!— M. Bianehoii."

Till' two names wei-e pronounced at the door of the Ixiudoir

where the Manpiise was sittin;:, a ]iretty room recently refur-

Tiished, and lookini: out on the L^'arden l)ehind the house. A;

the moment Madame dM-'-pard was seated in one of the old

rococo armeliairs of whii-h Madame had .-et the fa.-hioii.

I{asti<:nae was at her left hand on a low chair, in which he

looked settled lil\e an Italian lad\"s "ciuisin.'" A third person

wa.s standinr; hy the corner of the chimney-piece. .As the

shrewd doctor had suspected, the Manpiise was a woman of

a parched and wiry constitution. I>ut for her re<;imen her

complexion mu.-t have taken the ruddy tone that is produced

by constant heat ; hut she added to the elfeet of her aefjuired

pallor hy the stron;,'- color.* of the stuffs she hun^' her rooms
with, or in which she dressed. Rcddish-hrown. niarone, bistre

with a fxolden li<:ht in it. suited her to perfection. Her
boudoir, copied from that of a famous ladv then at the height

of fashion in London, was in tan-colored velvet ; but ?he had
added various details of ornament which moderated the

pompous splendor of this royal hue. Her hair was dressed

:!J
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like a f^irl's in Ijaiid- <iHliiiL' in ciiiN. \Uiii]i cmplia.-izfd tlio

rather loiij,' oval of hn- I'aci- ; Imi an <'\.\\ I'.n.' i^ a- iiiajcstic

i< a round one is ijrnulili'. 'I'hr inirrc-, <iii uiili i'an-i- tu

rri;,MlicM or llattoii tln' t'aci' at will, aiii|ilv [<r><\r tln' ml'- an

ipplli'd to tile |)liy.-in;,Miiiiil\ ,

On >ccinf; I'opinol, ulio >tnu(| in the iliMH-uay craniii.u' liin

nrck like ii startlfd ainiiial. uilli in- jrl't liaiul m Ins ]MK-kft,

an<l the ri;.dit hand holdit';: a hat with a gna>y iiniii;,'. tho

\Ian|iii><' jzavi' |{a-ii;.'nar a look wherein lay .1 Lr^rfn of inock-

r\ . 'i'iie ;.'o()d man".- I'alliri' {'.inli-li a [ipiarj 111 r was -o cuni-

plitely in harmony with hi- u'roii -i|iii' li-mv and -cared looks,

Miat Rasti,L'iiae. eateiiinu'' -i;.dit of l')iaiieli"n'- dejected ex-

nression oi' humiliation tlinaiuh hi- nnd. . conld not help

lau;:hin,i:. and turned away. Tlw Manpii-.' howcd a L'ret't-

invr. nnd made a >,'reat cll'ort to ri-e from \\<v -cat. falling,'

!iaek a^rain. I'ot without LM-nce. with an aii' of apolo'^i/ini: f»;r

iier incivility hy all'eeted wcakucs-.

At this instant tlie person who was -taiidini: hetwcm the

fireplace and the door howed sliirhlly. and ]m-hcd forward

two chairs, which he olVcred hy a iri'-tun- to the doctor and

rhe judjre: then, when they hail seated them-elve-, he leaned

i^'ainst the wall aixain. (ro--in,Lr hi- arm-.

A word as to this man. '("here is livini: n^w. in our day, a

[lainter— Decamps—who po<sesse- in the \ery hi,i:he-t dej;ree

th(^ art of c(unmandin,L' your interot in everythini: he sets

hefore vour eves, wliethcr it he a stone or a man. In this

re^peet his pencil is more skilful than his hru.-h. lie will

sketch an empty room and leave a hroom airainst the wall.

If he c!K>oses. von shall -hudder: you >liall hdieve that this

hroom has just l)een the instruirieiit of crime, and is drippinjj

with hlood : it shall he the hroom whidi the widow Hancal

used to clean out the room where |-"iialdes was murdered.

Ves, the painter will touzle that i)room like a man in a raf^o

;

he will make each hair of it stand on-end as thouL-'li it wore

on vour own hristlinir scalp: lie will make it tin' interpreter

between tho secret pooni of his iniairination ami tlie poem

that shall have its birth in yours. After terrifying you by

i (
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till' Jl>pi'C( iif |!l:lt hroorii. tM^liKiiT'iU lie ui!! d i'llW nilol !|i T,

iHiil IviriL' 1)V it :i I'. it, .i-'irp. I, lit m \ -.irriMi: - m it- -Ic.'p, «li;i!l

It'll Villi 1

1

1.1 1 tin- liriHiin i- tli.it un whnli iIm- wi fc ff ii < iiTiiiiiii

coljlilrf rii|(^ m|T tu llir Siilili.ith nil til.' I! f M 'k( ti. <>r ir will

!)(> a <|uiti' liartiil'-- lii""i;i. nil uliiih Im will li{iti.r i!h' I'nat

of a cliTk ill till' 'i'ria-iirv. 1 'fiMinp- li;ii| in lii> hrii-li wli.it

I'a;ratiiiii Irul iii in-; Imw - a iiia::iirti( allv riiiiiiniinic alivr

power.

Well, I ^!l'llllll li.ivc to tr;ni-f( r to mv -tylr that -trikiiiu*

pOnillS, that IliarVrlnll^ kllark o|' tllr prllcll. to drpirt till'

upri^rlif. tiill. li ail man iln--. d in Mm !<. witli hkii i\ li.iir.

Wlio stood llin-f witlimit »[.• .il-, i|i;.r ;\ \\nyt\, 'I'lli- LTc'Ilt li'lii.ili

had a face likn a kiiifn-liiadn. (uld .ind har-li. wiili a colnr

likf Seine waliT \\lirn it i- npiddy and -irrwn with t'lML'inent-^

of eliarciinl I'i'mih ,i >iinkrn liai'L;!'. He Imil^i'd at ilio tlnor,

li.^teiiinir and |ia--iiiLr JndLMu.nt. lli- attitude wa-; ltTriryiii>_'.

[le stood tlii'i'i' lil;o the di'^adt'ii! hronni to wliirh j Iceanip-;

has ;:iveii the pn«-,T nt' re\. .I'liiL"- a i-niiie. Vow and llu-n.

in the eolirse of eoiiMT-at ion, the Maicpli-e tried to u'et some

taeit advice: hut howivir r.iL-er h«i- (pic-i ioniiiL:. he was as

j,Tave and a- riuid a- tho -laino of ih.^ ( 'oniniendatore.

The worthy I'opiiiot. -iitiiiLT "ii \\v rd'.'e of hi-; ihair in

front (d" the (ifr, his hat licluim hi- kn. n-. -|;iri(l at tho <s\\i

(•liandeliers, the elmk. and iho eiirio-iiic- with which the

fhiinney->helf was co\( red. the velvet .iiid i rininiiiiL;- of the

I'urtain-. and ail the co-ily ,ind ele-ant iMihinu'- that a wo-

man of fa-liion collect- ahoiit her. lie wris roii-ed from his

homely meditation- liy Madame (ri'Npard, who addres-ed liim

in !i pipin;,' tone :

"Moii-ieiir. I owi' you a million thank^ "

''A million thank-," lhoii:dit lie to hini.-elf, "that, i.s too

iiian\' : it doe- not mean one."

"I'or the troiihle \ou conde-eend
"

'"('ollde-eend I" thought he; "she i- l.iuLrhinir at ine."

"To take in cominir to see an iinhappv client, who is too ill

to <:i) out
"

Here the lawyer cut the Marquise -Imrt hy irivin^' her an
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in'|iiisitori;i! I'»ik. (A.iiniiiitiu' iIh' -Military inri'lit.nii nf (hcj

iinliiippv c'lii'Ml.

"A- -iMiIlii n~ ;l lirll." -aid 111- ti> hllM-flf.

"Mailaiiir," >ai(l In-. a--iiiniii_' a tv-pi'lliil mii'ti, "voii (^wo

nil" iintliiiitr. .\IiIi'iii,l:Ii my \i-il in yw i- nut iii .-trict ac-

(•oi-.|aii(r with till' |.iM'iH<' <'!' ill'' <'"iiii, ur iiULilit to .-pare

till pain- Id ill-niMT ill'- tllltll 111 la-i- "1' till- Ixiinl. Oiip

jikIlmii. Ill I- llirii ;;iu.li| Ir— l.\ \\\i- lill.T uf iIm' I a w than

liV llh' prninptlll^r- "f "IIP Mill-rlrii !, Wlirtll'T I -I'l'- till*

truth liii'i- 'ir in my nw in i.i'-iilliiiL' rni'in. -n luiiu' a- I liml it,

all will !,.• well."

Willie I'opiiiiit wa- -pi'.ikimr. Ila-li'_'tiar wa- -lialdri-j- liaiids

with Uiailrlmn; the MaMpll-c Wi-l.iillln] iIm' dnrtni- uitli a

little linW full of irrarhHI- .-l;;!!!!'!! ain r.

"Will) i> that'-" aJMil I'.iaiKlici' ill a nlii-ptT of IJasti-.'iiao,

iinliratiiiL' ihr (lark man.

''I'lii- Chcvaiirr ii'i;-paril. tin' Manp;;-" hrollnT."

"Your ui'phrw {':]i\ 111.'." -aid ill'- Mar>|i;i-r ti. i'ii])innt,

"hiiw itnicli \nu arc MCfiipici!, and 1 kimw t'"i that yai an;

.-I) L'o'id a.> III u i-h t'l (niiM-.d V'lur kind a'tinti-, mi as to

ndca.-c ihoM- wIihim vou uKIi^ii' i'rniii the hiirdcii of j^ratitiidc.

'rile work in Cniirl is iim-t far lu'iiiiiL'. il would sociii. Wliy

Iiavc th'-y nut twirc a.- many Jiid;:v-r""

"Ah. madamc. that wmild ii^t he dininilt: we slinuM h(>

itniic tlir wur-c if tliry hail. I>ul wlii'U that !ia[)|ii'iis. fowLs

will cut their teeth 1"

.\s he heard this siiccch. -<> entirely in cli.iractcr witli the

lawyer's appe;"-ance, the Chcvarh-r nica-nred him frci.i lii-acl

ti) foot. "Ill I'f one e\c, as nimh a- to .-ay, "We >hall easily

mamiLie him."

'Idle .Manpiise leaked at I.'a-tiu'nac, who hcnt over Ikt.

"That i-; the sort of ?nan." murmured the dandy in her ear,

"wlio i- trusted ti. pas- judu'iiiciiis ;in the life and interests

of private individual-."

Like most men who have srrr.wii i.ld in a hiisine<-, Popinot

n>adilv let liim-elf follow the halut- he had acpiired, more

particularly habits of mind. Hi- i umcrsation was all of

sM

.e I
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"tlio sliop." Ill' wa.s fond of (luc-tioniii;^ those he talked to,

forcinjJT tlicia to uiiL'.xiK'Lti'd c-oiithisioii?. iiiakinij them tell

more than they wislicd to n'vcai. I'o^zo di Bor^^o. it is said,

used to amuse iiiiii.-cir liy di.-cuveriiiir oilier folks" secrets, and

entangling them in iii- diplomatic snarts, and thus, by in-

vincible habit, showed how his mind was soaked in wiliness.

As soon as l'o[)iiiut. liad surveyed thi' ground, so to speak,

on which he stood, lie saw that it would be necessary to have

recourse to the cleverest subtleties, the most elaborately

wrapped up and di>guised, which were in use in the Courts,

to detect tile truth.

Bianchon sat cold and stern, as a man who has made up

his mind to endure torture without revealing his sufferings;

but in his heart he wisheil that his uncle could only trample

on this woman as we trample on a viper—a comparison sug-

gested to him by the Marquise's long dress, liy the curve of

her attitude, her long neck, small head, and undulating

movements.

"Well, monsieur,'' said Madame d'Espard, "'however great

my dislike to be or seem seltisli, I have been suffering too long

not to wish that you may st'ttle matters at once. Shall 1

soon get a favorable decision ?"

"Madame, I will do my best to bring matters to a conclu-

sion," said Popinot, with an air of frank good-nature. "Are

you ignorant of the reason which made the separation neces-

sary which now subsists between you a\d the Marquis d'Es-

pard ?"

"Yes, monsieur," she replied, evidently prepared with a

story to tell. "At the beginning of ISlii M. d'Kspard, whose

temper had completely changed within tlii'rc months or so,

proposed that we should go to live on one of his estates near

Briam^on, without any regard for my health, which that cli-

mate would have destroyed, or for my habit- of life: I refused

to go. My refusal uave rise to such unju-tiflal)le reproaches

on his part, that fnun that hour I hail my su>picions as to

the soundness of \u< mind. On the following day he left tne.

leaving me his house and the free use of my own income, and

: If- V
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he went to li\c in the Kue th- la Moiuagne-Sainto-Geneviev*?,

takiuff with him my iwu ciiildrcn
"

"One moment, madaiiie,"" isaid the hiwver, internipting

her. "What was tliat iiicoiiu'!'"

"Twenty-six thousaiul I'ranc? a year." .-lie replied paren-

thetically. "I at once cnnsulted old M. Rurdin as to what I

ought to do," she went on ; "i)Ut it Sfeiii> that tluTe are so

many ditVu'ulties in the way of depri\ in;,' a father of the eare

of his cliildren, that I was forced to resign myself to remain-

ing alone it the age of twenty-two—an age at which many
young women do very foolisli things. You have read my
petition, no doubt, monsieur; you know the principal facts

on which I rely to procure a Commission in Lunacy with re-

gard to M. d'Espard?"

"Have you ever applied to him, madame, to obtain the care

of your children?"

"Yes, monsieur; but in vain. It is very hard on a mother
to be deprived of the aiTection of her children, particularly

when they caii give her such hapi)iness as every woman
clings to."

"The elder must be si.xteen," said I'opinot.

"Fifteen," said the Manpiise eagerly.

Here Bianchon and I'astignae looked at each other. Ma-
dame d'Espard hit her lips.

"What i-an the age of my children matter to you?"
"Well, madame," said tiie lawyer, wiihont seeming to at-

tach any importance to his words, "a lad of fifteen and his

brother, of thirtiH-n. I suppose, have legs and their wits about
them; they might come to see you on the slv. If they do
not, it is because they obey their father, and to obey him in

that matter they must love him verv dearly."

"I do not understand," said the ^ranpiise.

"You do not know, perhaps," replied Popinot. "that in vour
petition your attorney represents your children as heintr ver}'

unhappy with their father?"

Madame d'Espard replied with charming innocence:

"I do not know what my attorney may have put into my
mouth." 5 i

. 4
'- a
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"Forfjivo Diy infrrciicis." >aiil I'Dpiiiot. "Ijiit JiistiVf woijihs

cvcrvthiii.i:. What I a.-k Vdii. iiiad.uiio, is suL'iri'.-tcd by my
wish thomuizhly to iiiidt'i-taiid the matter. Hy ymir account

IM. (rKsjiard dc-crlcd you on the luo-t frivolous pretext.

Instead ot' uoin^' to ISiaaiu-ou. wliere he wished to take vou,

lie remained in I'aris. 'I'hi> point is not elear. Did he know
this Madame .leanreiiam! hefon' his marriaire?"

*"Xo, mon-ieur,"" replinl tlie Mai'ipiisr. with some asporitv,

visible only to Ka-tiunae and the Chevalier il'Kspard.

She was oll'cnded at l)ri;iLr <-ross-(HK'stioiK'd liy this lawver

when she had inttiided to bcLniile his jud,i:ment : i)ut as

J'opinot still lool.ed stupid from sheer absence of mind, she

t'ndc<l by attriliuiini: his iniern),i;ator}' to the (^'uestioning

Spirit of Voltaire's bailill'.

"My parents." >he went on. "nuirried nie at the ngi' of six-

teen to M. d'K-pai'd. who-^c name, fortune, and mode of life

were smh as my family looked for in the man who was to

be my hu>band. M. d'K.-pard wa> then six-and-twentv : Ik;

w<as a. ^^entleman in tin' Kn,i:lisli sense of the word: his nian-

jiers plea.~ed me. he >einied to have [ilenly of amiiition. and

I like amiiitious pe(e|il('," >lie added, lookinir at Rastiirnac.

"If M. d'Mspard had never met that Madame Jeanrenaud,

his charaeier. his l(arnin,L^ his a((|iiinMiK'nts would have

raised him—as his frieiuls then hclicvnl— to hiLdi otrico in

the (iovernment. Klw^ Charles X.. ai that time Monsieur,

had the <ireatesl oteem for him, and a peer's seat, an appoint-

nuMit at Court, some important po>t lertainlv would have

been his. That woman turnt'd his head, and has ruined all

the pros]ie(ts of my family."'

"What Were M. (TK-panTs relioious o])inions at that time?"

"lie was, and is .-till, a very pious man."

"Y(ui do not suppo-e that Madame .Jeanrenaud niav have

influeTieed him by iiivstieism ?"

"\o. monsieur."

"You have a wvy line house, niadame." .;aid Popinot sud-

denly, takiriii his bauds out of his pockets, and rising to pick

up his coat-tails and warm himself, "'riiis boudoir is very
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nice, those chaiiv arc nia^'nifuent. tlio whole apartment is

siiniptiious. ^'i)u uwiA indeed lii' !nost unhappy wlicn, sei'iiijjf

yourself here, ynu l^now that your children are ill lodged,

ill elothcd, and ill fed. [ can iina<:ine nothing' more terrible

for a mother."'

'"Yes. indeed. I sliniild he so ulad to ;.Mve the poor little

fellows snint' aniu^eiiient, while their father keeps them at

work from mornini,' till nii^hl at that wreteht'(l history of

China."

"You <rive liaiid-oine lia!l~; they would enjoy them, hut

they mii;ht aeiiuire a taste for di>»ipation. However, their

father mi^ht >end them to you once or twice in the eourso

of the winter."

"He brinjrs them here on my birthday and on Xew Year's

Dav. On tho-i' davs M. d"Ksiiard does tne the favor of dinin'r

here with them."

'*Tt is very sinirular behavior," said the judixe, with an air

of conviction. "Have you ever seen this Dame deanrenaud?"

"My brother-in-law one day, out of interest in his

brother
"'

"Ah I mtmsieur is M. d'Espard's brother?" said the lawyer,

interrupt ing her.

The Chevalii'r bowed, but did not speak.

"M. d"I'].-pard. who ha< watched this afTair. took me to the

Oratoire, where this woman ;_'oes to sermim. for >he is a
Protestant. I >aw her: -he is not in the lea-t altraeliv(>: she

looks like a biiiehei'V wife. e\tre:!ie!y f.it. horriblv marked
with the -mallp'-\: -lie has feet mid !land^ like a man's, she

squints, in -liort. >h'' i- m"rHtrou< !"

"It is Mieonceiviilile," -,iiil tile jiiduc. lookiiii: like the most
imbecile judire in ilie wh'ilr kinjdoni. ".\]\<] llii~ creature

lives near here. Kee N'ciie. in a line hon^e;' There are no

jjlain folks left, it would M'cm!'"

"In a man>!on on v\liii li lii'i' -on has -^pent ab-urd sums."

"Madame." -ai'i I'opi'ie;. "1 live in tiie i-'auboiir_' Saint-

Marceau : 1 kieiw nothing of such expen.-es. What do vou

callab'^nrd sums':'"
i 1
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"Well," said tho Maniuise, ''a staldc with five horses and

three carriages, a phaeton, a brougham, and a cabriolet."

'•Tliat (o.si.s a large sum, then?" a>ked Popinot in surprise.

"Enormous sums!" said Kastigiiac, intervening. "Such

an establishment would cost, for the ^tallies, the keeping the

carriaires in order, and the liveries lor the men, between fif-

teen and sixteen thousand francs a year."

••Should you think so, niadaiue:-"' saul the judge, looking

much ai'tonished.

"Yes, at least," replic-d the Marquise.

"And the furniture, too, must have cMwt a lot of money?"

"More than a hundred thousand francs,'" replied Madame

d'Espard, who could not help smiling at the lawyer's vul-

garity.

"Judges, madanie. are apt to be incredulous: it is what

they are jiaid for, and 1 am incredulous. The Baron Jean-

renaud and las mother must have fleeced M. d'Espard most

preposterously, if what you say is correct. There is a stable

establishment which, by your account, costs sixteen thousand

francs a year. Housekeeping, servants" wages, and the gross

expenses of the house itself must run to twice as much; that

makes a total of from fifty to sixty thousand francs a year.

Do you suii])ose tiiat these people, formerly so extremely poor,

can have so large a fortune? A million yields scarcely forty

thousand a year."

"Monsieur, the mother and son invested the money given

them by M. d'Espard in the funds when tliev were at GO to 80.

I should think their income must be more than sixty thousand

francs. .\iid then the son has fine appointments."

"If they spend sixty thons-nd francs a year," said the

judge, '"how much do you spend?"'

"Well," said Madame d'Espard, "ab<v,it the same." The

Chevalier started a little, the Marquise colored; Bianchon

looked at Rastignae; but Popinot preserv((l an expression of

simplicity which quite deceived Madame d'Espard. The

Chevalier took no part in the conversation; he saw that all

was lost.
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"Tliese people, inadaine, might be indieted before the

superior Court," said Topinot.

"That was my opinion," exelaimed the Manjuise, en-

chanted. "If threatened witli the pohee, they would have

come to terms."

"Madame," said Popinot, "wlien M. d'Espard left vou, did

he not give you a ])ower of attorney enabling you to manage

and eontrol your own affairs?"

"I do not understand the ol)jeet of all these fpiestions,"

gaid the ^lanpiise with petulanee. "It seems to nie that if

you would imly consider the state in whieh I am pl.in^d by

my husband's insanity, you ought to be troui)ling yourself

about him, and not about mt."

"We are coming to that, iiuidame," said the judge. "Be-

fore placing in our hands, or in any others, the eontrol of

M. d'Kspard's ])roperty, supposing lie were pronounced in-

capable, the Court must in(piire as to hi>w you have managed
your own. If M. d"K>panl gav(> you power, he would have

shown confidence in you, and the Court would recognize the

fact. Had you any power from him? You might have

bought or sold house property or invesi.xl i^ioney in busi-

ness?"

"Xo, monsieur, the Blamont-Chauvrvs are n.>t in the habit

of trading," said she, extremely mHtl-^d \r her jinde as an

arist(X'-at, and forgetting the business in h..r.!. "?\ry prop-

erty is intact, and if. d"Espard gave me n- |>..wor to act."

The Chevalier put his hand over his eye- not fo lietray the

vexation he felt at his sister-in-law "^ short-si,:!ite<iiiess, for she

was ruining herself by her answers. Popinot had gone

straight to the mark in spite of his apparent doublings.

"Madame." said the lawyer, indicatin<z the Chevalier, "this

gentkMnan, of course, i' your near connection? May we

speak openly bef'ire the~e other gentlemen?"

"Speak on," >.iid tlie Manpiise, surprised at this caution.

"AVell, madame, granting that you spend only sixty thnru-

sand francs a year, to any on.- who -ees your stablt^. your

house, your train of servants, and a style of housekeeping

{
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which .-f^ikos iiic as far more hixiiriiius than tliat of thi>

JcanrciiaiiiN. I hat .-iim would .-(cin well laid out."'

The Man|iii-i' iiowcd an aurcfiiicni.

'"I'ut."" (itiitiiiucd tlio .jud;^i\ "il' yon Iktvo no nioro than
t\v{'nty-^i^ tliou-and I'l-aiRs a year, yon mav liavo a hundred
thoii.-and I'raiio of di'hi. Tho Court would thcn'fon' have a

riiihl to iinauiiic iliat ihc motives which promiit yon to ask that
your liu-iiaud liiay lie deprivcil of (lie control of Iii~ property
are complicated by >elf-inlcrc-t aiul the need of pavinj.r vour
debt.-—if—you—have— any. The reipu'sts adilivs-cd to me
hu\e iiilcroicd iiic in yiuir po,~ition ; consider fidlv and make
your coiifcr-ion. If my suppo.-itions have hit the truth, there
is yet lime to avoid the blame which the ('(uirl would have
a perft'ct ri.udit to express in the savin;: clauses of the verdict

if you could not show your attitude to lie absolutely honor-
able and clear.

"It is our (hity to examine tli(> motives of the applicant
as well as to listen to the plea of the witne-s umler examina-
tion, to a>certain wlu'ther the |)etilioniT nuiy not have l)cen

])nuuplcd iiy pa— ion, by a d.-ire for money, which is unfor-
tunately (.10 common "

The Mari|ui-e wa> on ^^aiut I.aurenre's L'ridiroii.

".\i:d I iiiiNt have explanat iiHi- on this point. Ma(hime,
1 liave no wi>li to call y<ui In account ; I onlv v;iiit to know-
how you liave manau-ed to live at the rate of >i\i\- thousand
francs a year, and that fnr -ome \e;it- pa~t. 'I'liepe are
|)lenty of women who achie\e this in their lioii ekeepimr, l),,)

you are not one of tho-e. Tell me. yuu mav li;i\e the most
legitimate re>onrce-. a royal pensimi. er -ome riaim on rhe
indemnities lately i:ranted : but even then vou mu>t liave liad

your hu-bamrs auth(U'ity to receive them."

The ^^ar(|uiv^ did not sfieak.

"Vnu mii-t remember."" Topinot went nn. "that ^^.

d'E>pard Tu.ay wish \" enter a protect, an.! hi> counsel will

have a ridit to find ..:n wheiberyou have .mv creditors. This
boudoir is newly f ii'ui-hed. \i>ur rooii!- aiv tirt now fur-
ni>lie(l with the fhir::-: kft to you by V. d'K-pa.rd in bSlG.
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If. as you (lid ni'' lln' linnnr uf iurnniiiiiL^ inc. fiirtiitiirc i-;

cnstly !'•!!• ,!ii' .fc;ini'i'!i;iiiil~. ii nil!-! In' }<{ nioic sn for ynii,

who arc :i Lii'cai laily. 'I'laai'jli I a::i a juduc. I am l)nt a man;
I ina\ lie wroiiir-- tell mc -n. Il'-m-nilicr t!ic duties inipos(>d

on nic liv the hnv. and the i'i'.';Miiii!-; iiv|niries it (ieman<ls,

wlicn the ca-c liel'iin^ it i< the >ii--]ien-iiin from all hi< I'linc-

tion~ o|' the I'aihcr of a I'aiiiiiy in the prime id' lit'c So you

will pardon me, Madame la .Maripii-e. J'or layini: all those

dilliciiltic-- hcrnrc yiiu; it will he ca-y I'nr ymi to lmvc mc an

I'xphmatioii.

"When iL man i- pron"niiced incaiiahlc of the coiitrol of his

own atfairs. a trustee has to he appointed. Who will be the

trustee?"

"His hrother."' said the ^rarquise.

The Chevalier hewed. 'Pherc w;;s a short silenee. very un-

eomfiirlalile for the fhe [ler.-ons who wei'c |irc^cnt. The
jud^'e. in spurt a- it were, had laid open the woman's soro

[ilaee. I'opinot"s euunteiianee of eoinmon. elumsy (rood-

nature, at whieh the Manpii-e. the Chevalier, and Hastiirnac

had been inclined to lauuh. had trained importance in their

eyes. As they stole a look at him, they discerned the various

expressions of tliat eloipient mouth. The ridiculous mortal

was a judp' of acumen. His studious notice of the houdoir

was accounted for: ho had started from the irilt elephant

supporting' the ehimney-clock. examininLr all this luxury, and

had ended by readinu' thi< woman's soul.

"If the ^lanpiis d'Hspard is mad about China. T see that

vou are not less fond of its products." said Popinot. lookinij

at the porcelain on the rhimney-piec(\ ''Rut perhaps it was

from v.. le Manpiis that you liad these charminir Oriental

])ieees." and he pointed to some precious trifles.

This iroiiv. in verv L'ood ta<te. made Bianchon smile, and

petrified Ha-tii:nae. while the Manpii-e bit her thin lips.

*'In-tead of bcimr the protector of a woman jdaced in a

cruel dilemma—an alternative between lo-in^' her fortune

and lier children, and heim.'" reearded a- her husband's en-

emv," she said, '"ym, accu-e mc. monsieur! You suspect my
moti\ei! You iiUi,-t own tiiat your conduct is strange!"

Il
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"Madainc." -aid ihc jmljxt' t'a;:('rly. '"the (antion Pxcroi^Jod

by the Court in >ikIi lascs as tlicsc iiii;:Iit liavc <,'iveii you,

ill any othir jinl.L'r. a ])crlia|is less iii(liili:ciit critic thau 1

am.—Ami dn ymi suppose that M. d'Tl-pard's lawyer will

show you any ;:reat consideration'' Will he not he suspicious

of motives wiiich may he perlY-illy pinv and disinterested?

Voiir life will he at his mercy; he will iiKpiire into it witliout

qualifying his search by the resj)eclful deference I have for

you."

"1 am miuli obliged to you. monsieur," said the Marquise
satirically. '•Adpiitting i'<>r the moment that I owe thirty

th..usand, or fifi\ lousand f/'anes. in the first place, it would
l)e a mere tritle to the d"l->])ards and the Blamont-Chauvrj's.
But if my hushand is not in the possession of his mental fac-

ulties, would that prevent his being pronounced incapable?"
"Nn, madame." said I'dpiuot.

"Although you have ipiestioned me with a sort of cunning
which 1 should tiot have suspected in a judge, and under
circumstances where >traightforwardne>s would have an-
swered your purpose," she went on, "1 will tell you without
subterfuge that my i^ovition in the world, and the effort.s I

have to make to kee-, up my coniu'tiion. are not in the least

to my taste. I beg,- n my life by a long period of solitude;

but my cliJldreiiV interest ap[)ealed to me; I felt that

I must fill their father's place. By receiving my friends,

by keeping up all this connection, by contracting these debts,

I have secured their future welfare: I have prepared for

them a brilliant career where they will find help and favor;
and to have what has thus been acquired, many a man of

busim-.--. lawyer or banker, would gladly p>iy all it has cost

me."

"1 appreciate your devoted conduct, madame," replied

Popinot. "It does you honor, and I blame you for nothing.
A judge belongs to all : he must know and weigh everv fact."

Madame (TEspardV tact and practiie in estimating men
made her iind<'rstaiid that M. Popinot was not to be influ-

enced by any consideration. She had counted on an anibi-

'-'j.-
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tious lawA'cr, slif lind foiiiKi a man of conscienco. She at

once thought i)f iimhng oilier means for securing the success

cf her side.

The servants brought in tea.

"Have you any furllicr exphinations to give me. nuulame?"

s,iid Popinot, seeing these preparations.

"Monsieur," slie replifd haughtily, "do your business your

nwn way; quc-^tion M. d"Ksi)ard, and you will pity me, I am
Mire." She raisinl luT head, looking I'opiiiot in the faee with

pride, mingled with impertinence; the worthy man Iwwed

liiinself out respectfully.

"A nice man is your uncle." said Ra^tignac to Bianchon.

'Is he really so dense? I)(H's not he know what the Marquise

• i'Kspard is' what her influence means, her unavowed power

I'ver people':' The Keeper of the Seals will he with her to-

morrow "

"My dear fellow, how can I help it?" said Bianchon. "Did

not I warn you ? He is not a man you can get over."

"No," said Rastignac; "he is a man you must run over."

The doctor was obliged to make his bow to the Marquise

and her muto Chevalier to catch up Popinot, who, not IxMiig

the man to endure an eaibarrassing position, was pacing

through the rooms.

"That woman owes a hundred tliousand crowns," said the

judge, as he stepjied into his nephew's cab.

"And what do you think of the case?"

"I," said the judge. "I never have an opinion till I have

-one into everything. To-morrow early I will send to Ma-

ianie Jeanrenaud to call on me in my private ollice at four

Mock, to make her explain the facts which concern her,

tur she is compromised."

"T should very much like to know what the end will be."

"Why, bless me, do not you see that the Manpiise is the

no] of "that tall lean man who never uttered a word? There is

strain of Cain in him. but of the Cain who goes to the

i.aw Courts for his bludgeon, and there, unluckily for him,

ve keep more than one Damocles' sword."

23
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"Oh, Rn^ti^'iinc ! vvli;it limuL'tit you into that hoat, I won-

der?" cxchtiiiifil liiaiicIiDii.

"Ah. \V(> ari' used tn sitihl' thi'-c littl<' family mTHpirafios,"

paid I'niiiiint. "N'ot a yar- |ia--('s without a numlxT of ver-

dicts (if 'iiisiilhcicnt cn idriKc" aj^Minst applications of tlli^

kiml. Ill our state of society such an attein|>t hriiiffs no dis-

honor, while we send a poor devil to the j^alleys who hreak-

11 jiaiie of L^Iiiss dividintj: him from a Ixiwl full of gold. Our

Code is not faultk'ss."

"Hut these are the facts?"

"Mv lioy, do you ii<>t kn' w all the judicial romanoos with

which clients impose on t ir attorneys? If the attornc,-;

condemned theiiiselve- to .-tato nothing hut tho tnith, they

would not earn enough to keep their otiice open."'

Xcxt day. at four in the aftenioon, a very stout dame,

looking a go^xl deal like a cask dressed up in a gown and

helt, mounted .hidge I'o|)inot"s stairs, perspiring and pantinir.

She had, with great dilliculty, got out of a green landau,

which suited her to a miracle: you could not think of the

woman without the landau, or the landau without the woman.

"It is I. my dear sir." said slie. apj)earing in the doorway

of the judge's room. ".Madame .leanrenaud, whom you sum-

moned e.vactly as if I were a thief, nc.'itlier more nor less."

'I'lii> common words were spoken in a common voice,

broken hv the wheezing of asthma, and ending in a cough.

"When I go through a damj) place, \ can't tell you what I

suffer, sir. I shall nev(>r make old hones, saving your presence.

However, here I am.''

The lawyer was quite amazed at the appearance of this

supposed Marecliale d'Ancre. Madame Jeanrenaud's face

was pitteil with an infinite numher of little holes, was very

red. with a ]iug no-c and .; low foreliead. and was a.s round as

a hall; for everything al)out the g(K)d woman was round.

She had the hrighl eye- of a country woman, an honest gaze,

a cheerful tone, ami chestnut hair held in place by a bonnet

cap under a green bonnet decked with a shabby bunch of

' r-* . ''i'-'
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auriculas. Her stupendous bust was a tiling to lauph at,

for it iiuuic one fear sduu" iirotcsipu' cxiilosioi) cvcrv tiuio she

cou^'IumI. Ilcr cuorninus It-^'s wt-rt' of tli»> sliapo which make

the I'aris street hoy ile-crihe su<li a woiiiiin as iM^in^' huih on

piles. The wiijow W(ire a green ;.'owii triiiirneil with ehin-

chilhi, which liiokcil nii her as a spla-h of dirtv oil would look

on a hnde's veil. In .-liort. evervthing ahout her harmonized

with her la>t words: "Here I am."

"Madame," said l'o{)inot, '"vou are suspected of having

used some seductive arts to induce M. d'K^pard to hand over

to you very consideralile sums of money."

"Of what! of what 1" cried shi-. "Of seductive arts? But,

my dear sir, you are a man to he respected, and, moreover,

as a lawyer you ought to have some good sense. Look at me!

Tell me if I am likely to seduce any one. I cannot tie my

own shoes, nor even stoop, l-'or these twenty years ])ast, the

Lord be praised. I have not dared to put on a pair of stays

under pain of sudden death. I was as thin a- an asparagus

.stalk when 1 Wiis seventeen, and pretty too— I may say .so

now. So I married .leanrenaud, a good fellow, and head-

man on the salt-barges. I had my boy, who is a fine young

man; he is my pride, and it is not holding myself cheap to

say he is my best piece of work. My little Jeanrenaud wa.s

a .soldier who did Xapoleon credit, and who served in the

Imperi ! Guard. But. alas! at the death of my old m.an,

wiio was drowned, times changed for the worse. I had the

smallpox. 1 was kept two years in my room without stirring,

and I came out of it the size you see me. hideous for ever,

and as wretched as could he. These are my seductive arts."

"But what, then, can the reasons bo that have induced M.

d'Espard to give you sums ?"

"Hugious sums, monsieur, say the word; I do not mind.

But as to his n-asons, I am not at liberty to explain them."

"You are wronsr. At this motiient. his familv. very natu-

rally alarmed, are alxiut to bring an action "

"Heavens above tis I" said the goo<l woman, starting up.

"Is it possible that he should be worried on my account?

4
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Tli;il kirv.' "f turn, a, man liiai ha- imi lii~ iiiat'li! IJiiIht

than lie <li()iiM liavf tlu' smallest truiililc, or a iiair !<«- <iii

his licail I <<iiil(l almost say. we wmilii ri'tiirii i'mtv sou.

iiion>i(iir. W'nto that liown on ymir [kiji.t-. llca\' m ahovi

US ! I will ;ro at once and tell .Fcann iiaiul what i- ;_'-om>.' un !

A prctiv tiling' imlfcd !"

And the litilo old woman wnit ou!, rolled herr-elf down-

stairs, and di>ai>iieart'd.

''Phat one tells no lies," saiil l'o]iinot to himself. "Well,

to-inorrow I shall know the wliole storv, for I slmll g.. to

.•^oe the Marijiiis d'K.-iiard."

I'eople who have outlived the ajje w lien a man wastes his

vitality at random, know how ^reat an inllneiue may he ex-

ercised on more important events hy ajipareiuly trivial inci-

dents, and will not he surprised at the weij.dit here jxiveii to

the following: minor fact. N'ext day I'opinot had an attack

of coryza. a complaint which is not danj.a'rons, and jrenerally

known hv the ahsuril and inadc(pnite name of a cold in the

head.

The judiTo. who could not suppose that the delay could

he serious. feelinLT himself a little t'everish, kept his room,

and did not j.'o to >ee the Manpiis d"K>pard. This day lost

was. to this atVair what on the Day ^>{ Dupes the cup of soup

liad hiH'n. taki'U hy Marie de Medici. whi(h. hy dcl.ivim,' her

nKCtintr w-ith Louis XIII.. enahled Uichelieu to arrive at

Saint-(iermain hefore her. ami recapture his royal slave.

Before accom]ianyinir the lawyer and his nixistering clerk

to the Marquis d'Espard's 'louse. it may he as w.ll to ijlance

at the home and the private affairs of this father of sons whom
his wife's petition represented to he a madman.

Hen' and there in the old parts of Paris a few huildinfrs

may still he seen in which the archirolo^rist can discern an

intention of decoraiiiiLT the city, and that love of property

which leads ll-.e (iwner to u'ive a diirnMe character to the struct-

ure. The house in wliich ^I. d'F.spard was then livinj:. in

the Hue de la MontaLTne-Saintc-Oenev icve, was one of these

old mansion?. I'liilt in stone, and not dcNoid of a certain rich-
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n<'s>< of >tvlc: liiit timi' lunl l>lark<'n< il tlx' stono. iind rovoln-

lioiis in till' town hjui il;iri(,iL.'<''l it l)oth out-ii<li' nnd in-'ultv

'I'hi' (litrnitjinr, uIki t'oriiicrly dwilt in llu' iniihliMrhood of

tlic riiivcisity hiivin;; di-appciirfd with the irrrat fccli'-ii-

a-tirai foundatioi'.s. tlii- hon-c liad licroiin' t!if liomr of in-

dii tries and of iidiaiiitants wlinin it ua- ii.vcr dc-titii'd to

shelter. Inirinir thi' last century a iirmliiiir .>talilishiiient

liad worn ijowii tlie poli-hed tiour<. -oilni the carved wo.id.

hiaekened the walls, and altered the |irincii.al internal ar-

ranp'inents. Fuiinerly the residence of a Canlinal, this fine

house was now di\ ideii anion;.' pleheian tenants. Tho character

of the iiichitectnre showed that it had luen huilt under the

reij,ms of 1|( nry III.. Henry IV., and i.oMis XIII., at tho

time when the hotels Miirnon and S,"pente w.tc erected in

the same nei-h!)orhood, with the palace .d' the Princess I'ala-

tine, and the .S()rlM>nne. An old man could rememl)er havinu'

lieard it .ailed, in the hist century, the hotel Diiperron, so

it -eemed [.rohahje that the i!lu>tri(»ns Cardinal of that name

had huilt. or perhaps merely lived in it.

Then- still exi.st«. indeed, in the eorniT of the courtvard.

a perron or fli;:ht of several outer steps hy which the house

is entered; and the way into the irarden on the L'anlen front

is down a situilar fli.irht of stops. In >pite of dilapidations,

the lu.xury lavished hy th" architect on the halustradc and

entrance porch crowninir th«>se two prrnins sujr!-'est- the

simple-minded purpose of c<uiimemoratin,i: the owner's name,

a port of sculptured puti which our ancestors often allowed

themselves. Finally, in support of this evidence, archir.do-

gists can still discern in the medallions which show on the

principal front some traces of the cords of the Roman hat.

M. le Manpiis d'Esjiard li\ed on ihe trround lloor. in order,

no dotdit, to enjoy the pirdcn. which mi.dit he called spaciou.^

for that neiirhhorhood, and which lav open to the south, two

advanta.sies imperatively necessary for his children's health.

The situation of tlu- house, in a street on a steep hill. a.s it-

name indicates, secured these j:round-floor rooms aaainst

ever beinjj damp. M. d'Espard had taken them, no doubt,

? .1
^ a-

1



It.

1
.

ill 1

_, =i i
i

i

358 THE COMMISSION IN LrNACT

for a vory inodoraic^ prifo. rents bcin^^ low at the time when
he settled in tliat (|iiart(T, in order to he ainon^' the schools

and to superintend his hoys' education. Moreover, the state

in wliicii he found tlu' place, with everything to repair, had
no doubt induced the owner to he aeconnnodating. Thus M.
d'Es])ard had been able to go to some expense to settJe him-
self suitably without being accused of extravagance. The
loftiness of the rooms, the paneling, of which nothing sur-

vived hut the frames, the decoration of the ceilings, all dis-

played tJie dignity which the prelacy stamped on whatever
it attempted or created, and which artists discern to this day
in the smallest relic that remains, though it be but a book,

a dress, the panel of a bookcase, or an armchair.

The Marcpiis had the rooms painted in the rich brown
tones beloved of the Dutch and of the citizens of Old Paris,

hues which lend such good efl'ects to the painter of genre.

The panels were hung with plain paper in harmony with the

paint. The window curtains were of inexpensive materials,

but chosen so as to produce a generally happy result; the

furniture was not too crowded and Judiciouslv placed. Anv
one on going into this home could not resist a sense of sweet

peacefulness. produced by the perfect calm, the stillness

which prevailed, by the tinpretentious unity of color, the

keeping of the i)icture, in the words a painter might use.

A certain nobleness in the details, the exipiisite cleanliness

of the furniture, and a perfect concord of men and things,

all brought the word ''suavity" to the lips.

Few persons were admitted to the rooms used by the Mar-
quis and his two sons, who.se life might perhaps seem mys-
terious to their ni'ighbors. In a wing towards the street, on
the third tloor. there are three large rooms which had been
left in the state of dilapidation and grott^que bareness to

which they had been reduced by the printint: works. These
three rooms, devoted to the evolution of the Piitinrsipic His-
fitrji of China, were contrived to serve a-; a writinir-room, a
depository, and a private room, where ^\. d'K^p.ard sat during
part of the day; for after breakfast till four in the afternoon
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'hi' Marqui? rpinaincd in this room on tho third floor to work

It the publication ho had undertaken. Visitors wanting to

-ee him commonly found him there, and often the two boys

on their return from school resorted thither. Thus the

LTound-fioor rooms were a sort of sanctuary where the father

,ind sons spent their time from the hour of dinner till the

next day, and his domestic life was carefully closed against

the public eye.

His only servants were a cook—an old woman who had

long been attached to his family—and a man-servant forty

vears old, who was with him when he married Mademoiselle

lie Blamont. His children's nurse had also remained with

tliem, and the minute care to which the apartment bore wit-

ness revealed the sense of order and the maternal affection

expended by this woman in her master's interest, in the man-

agement of his house, and the charge of his children. These

ihree good souls, grave and uncommunicative folk, seemed to

have entered into the idea which ruled the Marquis' domestic

life. And the contrast he\ -n their habits and those of

most servants was a peculiarity which cast an air of mystery

over tiie house, and fomented the calumi; to which M. d'Es-

pard himself lent occasion. Very laudable motives had made
liim determine never to be on visiting terms with any of the

other tenants in the house. In undertaking to educate his

Ixiys he wished to keep them from all contact with strangers.

Perhaps, too, he wished to avoid the intrusion of neighlwrs.

In a man of his rank, at a time when the Qnarlier Latin

was distracted by Lilxralisiu, such conduct was sure to rouse

in opposition a host of petty passions, of feelings whose folly

is only to be measured by their meanness, the outcome of

porters' gossin and malevolent tattle from door to door, all

unknown to M. d'Espard and his retainers. His man-servant

was stigmatized as a Jesuit, his cook as a sly fox; the nurse

was in collusion with Madame Jeanrenaud to rol) the mad-

man. The madman was the Marquis. By degrees the other

tenants came to regard as proofs of madness a number of

things they had noticed in M. d'Hlspard, and passed through
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the sieve of their jiulgmont without discerning any reason-

iil)If motive for them.

Having no belief in the success of the History of China,
they had managed to convince the landlord of the house that

M. d'l'^spard had no money just at a time when, with the for-

gctfulness which often befalls busy men, he had allowed the

tax-collector to send him a summons for non-payment of

arrears. The landlord had forthwith claimed his quarter's

rent fnun January 1st by sending in a receipt, which the

porter's wife had anui.sed herself by detaining. On the loth

a summons to pay was served on M. d'Espard, the portress

had delivered it at her leisure, and he supposed it to be some
misunderstanding, not conceiving of any incivility from a

man in whose house he had been living for twelve years. The
Marquis wa.s actually seized by a bailiff at the time when his

man-servant had gone to carry the money for the rent to the

landlord.

This arrest, insidiously reported to the persons with whom
he was in treaty for his undertaking, had alarmed some of

them w^ho were already doubtful of .M. d'Espard's solvency

in consequence of the enormous sums which Baron Jeanre-

naud and his mother were said to l)e receiving from him.

And, indeed, these suspicions on the part of the tenants, the

creditors, and the landlord had some excuse in the Marquis'

extreme economy in housekeeping. He conducted it as a

mined man might. His servants always paid in ready money
for the most trifling necessaries of life, and acted as not choos-

ing to take credit; if now they had asked for anything on
credit, it would probably have been refused, calumnious gossip

had been so widely i)elieved in the neighborhood. ITicre are

tradesmen who like those of their customers who pay badly

when they see them often, while they hate others, and very

good ones, who hold themselves on too biirh a level to allow

of any familiarity as rfninn^, a vulgar but expressive word.

Men are made .so: in almost every c!a-^s ihey will allow to a

gossip, or a vulgar soul that flatters them, facilities and favors

they refuse to the superiority they resrnt, in whatever form
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it may show itself. The shopkeeper who rails at the Court

has his courtiers.

In short, the manners of the Marquis and his children

wore certain to arouse ill-feelintr in tlieir neiirhi)ors. and to

work them up by degrees to tlie pitch of malevolence when

men do not hesitate at an act of meanness if only it may dam-

age the adversary they have themselves created.

M. d"Espard was a gentleman, as his wife was a lady, by

birth and breeding; noble types, already so rare in France

that the observer can easily count the persons who per-

fectly realize them. These two characters are based on prim-

itive ideas, on beliefs that may be called innate, on habits

formed in infancy, and which have ceased to exist. To be-

lieve in pure blood, in a privileged race, to stand in thought

above other men, must we not from birth have measured the

distance which divides patricians from tlic mob? To com-

mand, nmst \\i^ not have never met our equal? \nd finally,

must not education inculcate the ideas with which Nature

inspires those great men on whose brow she has placed a

crown before their mother has ever set a kiss there? These

ideas, this education, are no longer possible in France, where

for forty years past chance has arrogated the right of making

noblemen by dipping them in the blood of battles, by gilding

them with glory, by crowning them with the halo of genius;

where the abolition of entail and of eldest sonship, by fritter-

ing away estates, compels the nobleman to attend to his own

business instead of attending to affairs of state, and where

personal greatness can only be such greatness as is acquired

by long and patient toil : quite a new era.

Eeerarded as a relic of that ijreat institution known as

feudalism, M. d'Kspard deserved respectfid admiration. If

he believed hiniself to be by blood the superior of other men,

he also believed in all the obligations of nobility; he had

the virtues and the strength it demands. lie had brought up

his children in his own principles, and taught them from

the cradh' the religion of their caste. .\ deep sense of their

own dignity, pride of name, the conviction that they were



3o2 THE COMMISSION IN LrNACY

|.

by birth prrcat. fravc rise in thciii to a kin<,'ly pride, the courage
of knipht.*, and the protecting kindness of a baronial lord;
their manners, harnionizinir with their notions, would have
l)oconie princes, and offended all the world of the; Kue de la

Montapne-Sainto-denevievt—a world, above all others, of
equality, where every oue believed that M. d'Iv-|)ard was
mined, and where all. from the lowest to the liiirhest, refused
the privile<,'es of nobility to a nobleman without monin-, be-
cause they all were ready to allow an enriched bour<feois to
usurp them. Thus the lack rf communion between this
family and other persons was as much moral as it was
physical.

In the father and the children alike, their personality har-
monized with the sjiirit within. M. d'Espard. at this time
about fifty, mitrht have sat as a model to repnwnt the aris-
tocracy of birth in the ninete. nth century. lie was slight
and fair; there was in the outline and general expression
of his face a native distinction which spoke of lofty senti-
ments, but it bore the impress of a d(>Iil)erate coldness which
commanded respect a little too decidedly. His acpiiline nose
bent at the tip from left to riglit. a slight crookedness which
was not devoid of grace; his blue eyes, his high forehead,
prominent enough at the brows to form a thick ridge that
checked the light and shaded his eyes, all indicated a spirit
of rectitude, capable of perseverance and perfect lovalty,
while it gave a singular look to his countenance. This pent-
house forehead might, in fact, hint at a touch of madness,
and his thick-knitted eyebrows added to the apparent eccen-
tricity. He had the white well-kept hands of a gentleman;
his foot was high and narrow. His hesitating speech—not
merely as to his pronunciation, which was that of a stam-
merer, but also in the expression of his ideas, his thought.
and language^—produced on the mind of the bearer the'^m-'
prcssion of a man who. in familiar phraseoloirv. comes and
goes, feels his way, tries evervthing. breaks off his trpstures,

and finishes nothing. This defect was purelv superficial, and
in contrast with the derisiveness of a firmlv-set mouth, and
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the stronply-niarkod character of his physiotrnoniy. Ilis

rather jerky gait matched his mode of sjpoecli. Those p<?-

culiarities helped to affirm his supposed insanity. In s|)ite

of h legant appearance, he was systematically parsimonious

in his personal expenses, and wore the same black frock-coat

for three or four years, hriished with exireme care hy his old

man-servant.

As to the children, they both were handsome, and en-

dowed with a grace which did not exclude an expression of

aristocratic disdain. They had the bright coloring, the clear

eye, the transparent flesh which reveal habits of purity, regu-

larity of life, and a due proportion of work and pliy. They

both had black hair and blue eyes, and a twist in their nose,

like their father; but their mother, perhai)-:. had transmitted

to them the dignity of speech, of look and mien, which are

hereditary in the Blamont-Chauvrys. Their voices, as clear

as crystal, had rii emotional quality, the softness which proves

so seductive: thoy had. in short, the voice a woman would

willingly listen to after feeling the flame of their looks. But,

above all, they had the modesty of pride, a chaste reser^'e. a

touch-me-not which at a maturer age might have seemed

intentional coyness, so much did their demeanor inspire a

wish to know them. The elder, Comte Clement de Xegre-

pelisse, was close upon his sixteenth year. For the b'st two

years he had ceased to wear the pretty F^nglish round jacket

which his brother, Vicomte Camille d'Espard, still wore.

The Count, who for the last six months went no more to

the College Henri IV.. was dressed in the style of a young

man enjoying the first ])leasures of fashion. His father

had not wished to condemn him to a year's useless study of

philosophy; he was trying to give his knowledge some con-

sistency by the study of transcendental nuithematics. At

the same time, the Manpiis was having him taught Eastern

languages, the international law of Enrope, heraldry, and

historv from the oriL'inal sources—charters, early do-uments,

and collections of edicts. Camille had lately begun to study

rhetoric.
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The flav wlicn Popinof; iirraii'.'cd to <xn to qiiostion M.

criv-panl was a Thursday, a holiday. At aliout nine in

the iiioriiini:. hcforc their father was awake, tlie l)rothors

W(M-e phiyiiij: in the irarden. (Menient was findini: it hard to

refuse liis hrother, who was anxious to iro to llie shoot inj-

palhTv for the first time, and wlio hcu'^^ed him to second liis

ro(|uest to the Manjuis. The Viscount always rather t(»ok ad-

vantage of his weakness, and was very fond of wrestling with

his hrother. S(> tlie couple were (piarreling and figliting in

phiy like schoolhoys. As tiiey ran in the garden, cliasingcach

other, they niaih' so nuuii noi>e ius to wake their father, wlio

canio to the window without their perceiving him in the heat

of the fray. The Manpiis a.mu.-ed himself with watching

his two children twisted together like snakos, their faces

flushed Ijy Liie exertion of their strength; their complexion

was rose and white, their eyes fla.-ihed sparks, their limhs

writhed like cf)rds in the fire; they fell, sprang up again, and

caught OiU'h other like athletes in a circus, affording their

father one of tho.-e moments of ha])piness which would make

amends for the keenest an.xieties of a husy life. Two other

persons, one on the second and one on the first flo<ir, wore

also looking into the garden, and saying that the old mad-

man was amusing himself hy making his children fight.

Immediately a numher of heads appeared at the windows;

the Marquis, noticing them, calli'd a word to his sons, who at

once clinihed up to the window and Jumyied into his room,

and Clement ohtained the [)ermission asked hy r'amillo.

All through the house every one was talking of the Mar-

quis' now form of insanity. When Popinot arrived at about

twelve o'clock, accompanied hy his clerk, the jiortress, when

asked for M. d'K.-: ;rd, conducted him to the third floor,

telling his "ius how M. d'Espard, no Iom:(T ago than that

verv morning, had -ct on his two children to fight, and

laughed like the monster he w.is on seeing' th(> younger biting

the elder till he bled, and as how no doubt he longed to see

ihem kill each other.— Hon't ask me the reason why," she

added; "he (hnsn't know himself!"'

n
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Just as tlu woman spoke those decisive words, pho had

hrou^dit the jud^'c to tlie landing on the third floor, face to

fac" with a door covered with notices annoiin<in^' the siie-

oessive niunhers of the I'uiurcsiiuc IlUor;/ of China. The

nuiddy fl.)or, the dirty hanisters, th.' door wliore the printers

had left tln'ir marks, "the dilapidated \vin<l(.w. and the ceilin.L;

on which the apprentices had amused them-dv.^ with draw-

ing: mouslror-ilies with the sninky Hare of llnir lallow dips,

the piles of paper and litter heap<-<l tip in the corners, in-

tentionally or from >heer ne-ieet— in .-liort. every detail of

the picture Iviu;,^ iM'fore his eyes, aj:reed so well with the

fact.s alk-ed Ly the Mar.piise that the ji;d,i:e. in spite of his

impartiality, could not help helievin«r them.

"There vou are, gentlemen." ^aid the porter's wife: "there

is the manifactor. wheri> the Ciiinese swallow up enough to

feed the whole neigliborhood."

The clerk looked at the judge with a smile, and Popinot

found it hard to keep his countenance. They w(>nt together

into the outer room, where sat an old man, who. no doubt,

performed the functions of ollice eierk. shopman, and

cashier. This old man was the Maitre dacciues of China.

Along the walls ran long shelves, on which th(> published

numbers lay in piles. A partition in wood, with a grating

lined with green curtains, cut olT the end of the room, form-

ing a private otTice. A till with a slit to admit or disgorge

crown pieces indicated the cash-desk.

"M. d'Espard?" said Popinot. addressing the man, who

wore a grav blouse.

The shopman ojiened the door into the next room, where

the lawyer and his eom])anion saw a venerable old man,

white-headed and simplv dn-ssed. wearing the Croes of Saint-

Louis, seated at a desk. He ceased comparing some sheets

of colored prints to look up at the two visitors. This room

wa.s an unpretentious otTice. full of Ixioks and prmif-sheets.

There was a black wood table at which some one. at the mo-

ment absent, no doubt was annistomed to work.

"The Marquis d'Espard?" said Popinot.

ii
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"No, mon^itnir," said tho old man. ri^infr; "what do you

want with him?" ho added, foiniiiff forward, and showing

by his demeanor the diguided manners and habits due to a

gentlemanly education.

"We wish to sjM'ak to him on business exclusively personal

to himself," replied Poj)inot.

"D'Espard, here are some gentlemen who want to see you,"

then said the old man, going into the furthest room, where

the Marquis was sitting by the fire reading the newspaper.

This innermost room liaxl a shabl)y carpet, the window-;

were hung with gray holland curtains; the furniture eonsistcd

of a few mahogany chairs, two armchairs, a desk with a re-

volving front, an ordinary ollice table, and on the chimney-

shelf, a ding}' clock and two old candlesticks. The old man
led the way for Popinot and his registrar, and pulled forward

two chairs, as though he were nuister of the place; M.

d'Espard left it to him. After tho preliminary civilities,

during which the judge watched the supposed lunatic, the

Marquis naturally asked what was the object of this visit.

On this Popinot glanced significantly at the old gentleman

and the Marquis.

"I believe. Monsieur le Marquis," said he. "that the char-

acter of my functions, and the inquiry that has brought me
here, make it desirable that we should be alone, though it is

understood by law that in such cases the inquiries have a

sort of family publicity. I am judge on the Inferior Court

of Appeal for the Department of the Sein(\ and charged

by the President with the duty of examining you as to certain

facts set forth in a petition for a Commission in Luna/?y on

the part of the Marquise d'Espard."

The old man withdrew When the l.-^-yer and tho Mar-

quis were alone, the clerk shut the door, and seated himself

unceremoniously at the otTice table, when' he laid out his

papers and prepare(1 to fake down his notes. Popinot had

still kept his eye on y\. d'Espard; he was watching the ef-

fect on him of th' crude statement, -^o painful for a man
in full possession of his reason, llie ^larquis d'Espard,

i-v -- .«M«""»-: r" —_«'^ •'.'-r^ZNi-*;-*T*.*-ir= iW,-*-..-
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who?o faco Wixa usually pale, as are thosp of fair men. sud-

denly turned searlet with anp'r; he trembled for an instant,

sat down, laid hi^ paper on the chimney-pieee. and looked

down. In a moment he had reeovered his pentlemanly dig-

nity, and looked steadily at the jud<re, as if to read in his

countenaniM' the indications of his character.

"IIow is it. monsieur," he asked, "that I have had no notice

of such a petition?"

"Monsieur le Marquis, persons on whom such a commis-

sion is held, not hein.u' supiioscd to have the use of their rea-

son, any notice of the petition is unnecessary. The duty of

the Court, chiclly consists in vcrifyinj; the allegations of the

petitioner."

"Xothinji can he fairer." replied the Marquis. "Well,

then, monsieur, be so good as to tell me what I ought to

do "

"You have only t<i answer my questions, omittins? nothing.

However delicate the reasons may be which may have led

you to act in such a manner as to give Madame d'Espard

a pretext for her petition, speak without fear. Tt is un-

necessary to assure you that lawyers know their duties, and

that in such cases the profoundest secrecy
"

"Monsieur," said the Marquis, whose face expressed the

sincerest pain, "if my explanations should lead to any blame

being attached to Madame d'Espard's conduct, what will be

the result?'"

•'The Court may add its censure to its reasons for its deci-

sion."

"Is such censure optional? If I were to stipulate with

vou. before replving. that nothing should be said that could

"annov Madame d'Espard in the event of your report being

in mv favor, would the Court take my request into considera-

tion ?"

The judge looked at the Marquis, and the two mej ex-

changed -entiments of equal maLTianimity.

"Xoel." said Popinot to his registrar, "go into the other

room. If you can be of use, I will call vou in.—If, as I am

1 I



.1:

lii

:t(n TITK COMMISSION IN M'NACY

inclinotl to tliink," lie wont on, Rpoakin<r to flu- Marquis whon
the ck'rk had izoiic out, "I find that there is some misundcr-

standinj; in this case. I can promise you, inonsioiir. thut on

your application the Court will act with diU' courtesy."

"Tiiere is a leading: fad put forward liy Maihime d'Kspard,

the most serious of all, of wliich I uiust be;r for an explana-

tion," said the Judjre after a pause. "It refers to the dissipa-

tion of your fortune to the advanta;,'e of a certain Madamo
•leanrenaud, the widow of a bar vitiaster—or rather, to that

of her son, ('olonel .leanreiiaud, for whom you are said to

have procured an appointment, to have exhaufti'd your in-

tiuence with the Kin^', and at last to have extended such

protection as si-cures him a .irood Muirria;:e. The petition sug-

gests that such a friendship is more devoted than any feel-

ings, »'Ven those which morality must disapprove
"

A suddi'n flush crimsoned the Mnnpiis" face and forehead,

tears even started to his eyes, for his (.'yelashes were wet, then

wholesome jiride crushed the emotions, which in a man are ac-

counted a weakness.

"To tell you the truth, nion-ieur," said the Marquis, in a

broken voice, "you place me in a str.uiL'e dilemma. The mo-
tives of my conduct were to have died with me. To reveal

them I must disclose to you s(une secret wounds, nnist place

the honor of my family in your keepinir, and must speak of

myself, a delicate matter, as vou will fully understand. I

hope, monsieur, that it will all ri'main a secret between us.

You will, no dout)t, he al)le to find in tlie formulas of the

law one which will allow of jud,i,Muent being pronounced with-

out any betrayal of my contldences."

"So far as that goes, it is perfectly possible. Monsieur le

Manpiis."

"Some time after my marriage." said M. d'Espard. "my
wife having run into considerable e.xpensc-. I was obligcil to

have recourse to bornnving. V(ni know wliat was the jwsition

of noble families during the Kevolution ; 1 had not been able

to keep a steward or a man of business. Xowadavs gentle-

men are for the mo>t part obliged to manage their affairs

"I r^ » . ^mi jTdk
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themselves. Most oi my titlc-.l.cik had iMrn hrou^'ht to

Paris, from LannutHloc, I'rnvence, or le Comt.it, by ni\ fiithor,

who d' aded, and u..l witliout reason, iho inciuisition which

family titlo-dei-ds. and what was then -tylcd the 'parch-

ments' of the privileged cla^s?. brnii>;ht down on the owners.

"Our mime is Negrepelisse; d'Kspard is a tith' acquired in

the time of Henri IV. by a marnajie which brought us tho

estates and titk's of the house ..f d'Espard, on condition of

our bearing an escutclieon of pretence i our coat-of-arms,

those of the house of d'Espard. an old family of B(:>arn. con-

nected in the female line with that of Albn-t: (luarterly, paly

of or and sable: and azure two j:ritrins' claws armed, gules

in saltire, with the famous motl j Des imrtem leonis At the

time of this alliance we lost Neg.. pelisse, a little town which

was ad famous during the religious struggkv as was my

ancestor who then bore the name. Captain de Xegrepelisse

was ruined by the burnuig of ali his property, for the

Protestants did not spare a friend of Montlue's.

"The Crown wa.s unjust to M. de Nc'grepelisse ; ho received

neither a marshal's baton, nor a jiost as govc^rnor. nor any

indemnity; King Charles IX., who was fond of him. died

without ix'ing able to reward him; Henri IV. arranged his

marriage with Mademoiselle d'Kspard, and secured him the

estates of that house, but all those of the Xc'gn'Pt'li^-^ses had

already passed into the hands of bis creditors.

"My great-grandfather, the Marquis d'Espard, was. like

me, placed early in life at tho head of his family by the death

of ins father, who, after di>sipating his wife's fortune, left his

son nothing but the entailed estates of the d'Espards. bur-

dened with a jointure. The young Manpiis was all the more

straitened for' monev because he held a post at Court. Being

in great favor with 'Louis XIV., the King's goodwill brought

him a fortune. But here, monsieur, a blot stained our

escutcheon, an unconfessed and horrible stain of blood and

disgrace which I am making it mv businc- to wij>e out. I

discovered the secret aniont' the deeds relating to \::^- estate

of N^grepelisse and the packets of letters."

I!
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At this soltriiii rii'niii'iit the \fiiii|iii- -|MFki' witlmnt hesita-

tion or iiiiy of ihi' n'j.ctitinii hiihitiml with him; tint it in ,i

niattiT of rMiiiiiioti nh-crviitiiiri that |iir-nns who. in unlinan'
life, arc atlliclcil with iht -. two (lfrc( t>. arc frri'd rrurii llicin

as sunn as any i>a«-ioiiatc ciiiotion iimliTlics th«'ir spot'ch.

'The I{cv(Kiitii>n of the Kilict of Nantes wa.-< deen-ed,"' ho

went on. "Yon are no doiil)t aware, inoii^iciir, that this \va>

an opiiortiinily for many favorites to make tlieir fortune*).

I»iiis \I\'. hestowed on the magnates ahont his Court the

confiscated huid> of lliose Protectant families who did not

take the prescrihcd strp-, for the sale of their propcrtv. Some
persons in hi^h favor went M'rotcstant-hiintiii;:." as the |)liraj*e

wa?. I have aseertaine(l heyoiid a doubt that tlie fortune en-

joyed to tiiis day by two dneal families is derived from hinds
seized from hajiless mereh nits.

"I will not attempt to ixplain to you. a man of law, all

the niaiKeiivres employeil to entrap the refiiijces who had
larjre fortunes to carry away. It is enoiiu'ii to sav that the

lands of N'ej:repelisse, com|)risinjf twenty-two chnrehes and
rights over the town, ami tho-c of (Jravenj^es which had for-

merly hclonp'd to us. Were at that time in the hands of a
Protestant family. My <:randfather recovered them hy jxift

from Li>ais XIV. This <rift was etFected hy documents hall-

marked hy atrocious iniipiity. The owner of these two
estates, thiiikinj,' he would he able to return, had ^'oiie through
the form of a sale, and was going to Switzerland to join hia

family, whom he had sent in advance. lie wished, no doubt,

to take advantage of every delay granted by tlie law, so as to

settle the concerns of his business.

"This man was arrested by order of the governor, the

trustee confessed the trutli, the jioor merchant was hauLred,

and my ancestor had the two estates. I would gladlv have

been able to ignore the share he took in the plot: but the

governor was his uncle on the mother's side, and I have un-

fortunately read thi' letter in which he begged him to apply
to Deodatus. the nane agreed upon bv the T'ourt to designate

the King. In this letter there is a tone of jocosity with refer-
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onu' to flic victim, wliii h lill.il inc with liurrnr. In the ond,

tiif Slims (»f riiniicy Miit \i\ \h<- n-fiipf faiiuly to ratisotii tlip

poor man's lil'c wnr ki|ii lr\ tiir j,'ovi riinr. wlio (iespalched

till' nun liarit ail tli'' same.
"

Thr Munjiiis pau^fd. a- tlinii^'li ihr memory of it wcro

Btill t(Mi heavy tor Iniii to iicar.

"This iiiifoiiiiiiate I'ainily were iiameii .Teaiireiiaitd." he

went on. "'I'iiat name i- eiioii::li to aecount for my eomluet.

I coulil never think without keen pain of the s"eiet dis^'raif

that weijihcd on my family, 'I'iial fortune eiialil'd my (grand-

father to marry a ilemoiselle d'- \avarrein--!<an>ae. heiress

to the younger hrumh of that house, who were at that time

much rieher than tlu' elder hramh of the Xavarreins. My
father thus heoame one of the lar;:est landowners in the

kingdom, ile was able to marry my mother, a (Jrandlieii of

the youiijier hraneh. 'riu)Ugh ill-gotten, this property has

bfen .singularly jtrofitahle.

"For my part, heing determined to renie<ly the nii.schief,

I wrote to Switzerland, and knew no peace till 1 was on the

traces of the Protestant victim's heir.s. At last I discovered

that the Jeanreni'uds, reduced to ahject want, had left Fri-

bourg and returned to live in France. Finally, I found in

M. Jeanrenaud, lieutenant in a cavalry regiment under Na-

poleon, the sole heir of this unhappy family. In niy eyes,

monsieur, the rights of the .leanreiiaiids were clear. To es-

tablish a prescriptive right -s it not necessary that there

should have been some possibility of pHwetnling against those;

who are in the enjoyment of it? To whom could these

refugees have appealed? Their Court of .Tnstice was on high,

or rather, monsieur, it was here," and the Manpiis stniek

his hand on his liefirt. "I did not choose that my children

should he able to think of me as I ha\e thought of my father

and of my ancestors. I aim at leaving them an unblemished

inheritance and escutcheon. I did not choose that nobility

should be a lie in my person. .\nd. after all, politically si>eak-

ing, ought those hnifjrh who are now appealing agaiii-t revo-

lutionary connseatioiis. to keep the pro|)erty derived from an-

tecedent cynfiscatious by pOsilivc crimes?
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"T found in M. Joanrcnau;! and his mother tho most per-

verse honesty; to hoar thcin you would .sup[)osi' that thoy

were robhinfr nio. In spito of all I could say, thoy will ac-

cept no inoro than the value of the lands at tho time when
the Kinj: bestowed them on my family. Tlio price was

settled between us at tho sum of eleven hundred thousand

francs, which I was to pay at my coi:vonionce and without

interest. To achieve this I had to forc;:o my income for a

lonj? time. And then, monsieur, bepin the destruction of

some illusions I had allowed myself as to Madame d'Kspard's

charactei. When I proposed to hor that we should leave

Paris and po into tlie country, where wo could live respected

on half of her income, and so more rapidly complete a resti-

tution of which I spoke to her without poing into the more
serious details, Madame d'Espard treated me as a madman.
I then understood my wife's real character. She would have
approved of my ^'randfather's conduct without a scruple, and
have laughed at the Hufruonots. Terrified by hor coldness, and
her little aff(>(tioii for her children, whom she abandoned to

me without a rcirrot, I <lotormined to leave her the command
of her fortune, after paying our common debts. It was no
business of hers, as she told me, to pav for my follies. As
I then had not enoujzh to live on and pay for my son.s' educa-
tion, I determined to educate them myself, to make them
jrentlemen and men of foolin,<r By investinpr my money in

the funds I have been (^nahled to pay off my obligation sooner
than I had dared to hope, for I took advantage of the op-

portunities afTonlod by the improvement in prices. If I

had kept four thousand francs a year for my bovs and my-
self. I could onlv havo paid off twenty thousand crowns
a year, and it would have taken almost eighteen vears to

achieve my freedom. As it is, I have lately repaid the whole
of the eleven hundred thousand francs tliat were due. Thus
I enjoy the happiness of having made this restitution without
doing mv children tin- smallest wrong.

"These, monsieur, are the reasons for the payments made
to Madame .Jeanren.uid and her son."
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motivos of your retire-

ment?" said the judge, ectitniling the emotion he felt at

this narrative.

"Yes, monsieur."

Popinot gave an expressive shrug; he rose and opened the

door into the next room.

"Xol'l, you can go," said he to his clerk.

"Monsieur," he went on, "though what you have told me
is enough to enlighten me thoroughly, I should like to hear

what you have to say to the other facts put forward in the

petition. For instance, you are here carrying on a business

such as is not habitually undertaken by a man of rank."

"VVe cannot discuss thai matter here," said the Marquis,

signing to the judge to ijuit the room. "Nouvion," said he

to the old man, "I am going down to my rooms; the chil-

dren will soon be in; dine with us."

"Then, Mon.sieur le Marquis," said Popinot on the stairs,

"that is not your apartment?"

"Xo, monsieur; I took tho?e rooms for the office of this

undertaking. You see," and he pointed to an advertisement

sheet, "the History is being brought out by one of the most

respectable firms in Paris, and not by me."

The Marquis showed tlie lawyer into the ground-floor

rooms, saying, "This is my apartment."

Popinot was quite touched by the poetry, not aimed at but

pervading this dwelling. The weather was lovely, the win-

dows were open, the air from the garden brought in a whole-

some earthy smell, the sunshine brightened and gilded the

woodwork, of a rather gloomy brown. At the sight Popinot

made up his mind that a madman would hardly be capable

of inventing the tender harmony of which he was at that

moment conscious

"I should like just such an apartment," thought he. "You
think of leaving this part of the town ?" he inquired.

"I hope so." replied the Marquis. "But T shall remain till

my younger son has finished his studies, and till the children's

character is thoroughly formed, before introducing them to
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the world and to tli<'ir iiiothi'r's oirt-lo. Indeed, aftor giving

them the tolid information they possess, I intend to com-
plete it by taking them to travel to the capitals of Europe,
that they may i^ee men and tilings, and become accustomed to

epeak the languages they have learned. And, monsieur,"' he

went on, giving the judge a cliair in the drawing-room, "I

could not discuss the book on China with you, in the pres-

ence of an old friend of my family, tlie Comte de Xouviou,

who, having emigrated, has returned to France without any
fortune whatever, and who is my partner in this concern,

less for my profit than his. Without telling him what my
motives were, I explained to him that I was as poor as he,

but that 1 had enough money to start a speculation in which
ho might be usefully employed. My tutor was the Abbe
Grozier, whom Charles X. on my recommendation appointed

Keeper of the Books at the Arsenal, which were returned

to that Prince when he was still Monsieur. The Abbe Grozier

Wiis deeply learned with regard to China, its manners and
customs; he made me heir to this knowledge at an age when
it is difficult not to become a fanatic for the things we leam.

At five-and-twenty I knew Chinese, and I confess I have

never been al)le to check m\self in an exclusive admiration

for that nation, who conquered their cimquerors, whose an-

nals extend back indisputably to a period more remote than
mythological or Bible times, who by their immutable institu-

tions have preserved the integrity of their empire, whose

monuments are gigantic, whose administration is perfect,

among whom revolutions arc impossible, who have regarded

ideal beauty as a barren element in art. who have carried

luxurv and industr\- to such a pitch that we cannot outdo

them in anything, while they are our ecjuals in things where

we believe ourselves superior.

"Still, monsieur, though T often make a jest of comparing

China with the present condition of European states, T am
not a Chinaman. I am a French irentlemnn. Tf von enter-

tain anv douhts hp to the financial side of this undertaking,

I can prove to you that at this moment we have two thousand
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five hundred subscribers to tlli^ work, which is litcrar}', icono-

graphical, statistical, and rcliirioiis; its importance has beoa

generally appreciated; our subscribers belong to every na-

tion in Europe, we have but twelve hundred in France. Our

book will cost about three hundred francs, and the Cointe de

Nouvion will derive from it from six to seven thousand

francs a year, for his comfort was the real mutivi- of the un-

dertaking. For my part, I aimed only a. the jtossihility of

affording my children some pleasures. The hundi''(l thou-

sand francs I have made, quite in spite of niysclf. will pay

for their fencing lessons, horses, dress, and theatres, pay the

masters who teach them accomplishments, proeure them ecn-

vases to spoil, the hool<s they may wish to buy, in short, all the

little fancies which a father finds so much pleasure in gratify-

ing. If I had been compelled to refuse these indulgences to

my poor boys, who are so good and work so hard, the sacri-

fice I made to the honor of my name would have been doubly

painful.

"In point of fact, the twelve years I have spent in retire-

ment from the world to educate my children have led to my
being completely forgotten at Court. I have given up the

career of politics: I have lost my historical fortune, and all

the distinctions which I might have acquired and betiueathed

to my children; but our house will have lost nothing; my
boys will be men of mark. Though I have missed the

senatorship, they will win it nol)ly by devoting themselves

to the affairs of the countr\-. and doing such service as is

not soon forgotten. Whili^ purifying the past record of my
family, I have insured it a glorinu< future, and is not that

to have achieved a noble task, though in secret and without
glory?—And now. monsieur, have you any other explana-

tions to ask me ?"

At this instant the tramp of horses was heard in the court-

yard.

"Here they are!" said the Marquis. In a moment the two
lads, fashionablv hut nlninlv dre<;jed. came into the room,
booted, spurred, and gloved, and flourishing their riding-
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whips. Their bpaminfr faces brou^Mit in tlio freshness of the

outer air; they were brilliant with health. Thev Ixwh i^'raspod

their father's hand, ^nviii^ him a look, as friends do, a glance

of unspoken affection, and then they bowed coldly to the law-

yer. Popinot felt th'U it was quite unnecessary to question

the Marquis as to his relations towards his sons.

"Have you enjoyed yourselves?" asked the Manjuis.

"Yes, father; I knocked down si.\ dolls in twelve shots at

the first trial I" cried ("aiuille.

"And where did you ride?"

"In the Bois ; we saw my mother."

"Did ^he stop r
"We were riding so fast just then that I daresay she did

not see us," replied the young Count.

"But, then, why did you not go to speak to her?"

"I fancy I have noticed, father, that she docs not care that

we should speak to her in public," said Clement in an under-

tone. "We are a little too big."

The judge's hearing was keen enough to catch these words,

which brought a cloud to the Marquis' brow. I'opinot took

pleasure in contemplating the picture of the father and his

boys. His eyes went back with a sense of ))athos to M.

d'Elspard's face; his features, his expression, and hi-; manner

all expressed honesty in its noblest aspect, intellectual and

chivalrous honesty, nobility in all its beauty.

"You—you see, nicmsieur," said the ^lanjuis, and his hesi-

tation had returned, "you see that Justice may look in— in

here at any time—yes. at any time—here. If there is any-

body crazy, it can only be the children—the children—who

are a little crazy about their <"atber. and the fatlier who is

very crazy about his children—but that sort of madness rings

true."

At this juncture Madame Jeanrenaud's voic(> was heard in

the ante-room, and the good woman came bustling in, m spite

of the !nan-sorvant's remonstrances.

"T take no roundabout ways, T can fell von !" ^he exclaimed.

**Yes, Monsieur le Marquis, I want to speak to you, this
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very minute," she went on, with a eomprcliensive bow to the

company. "By George, and 1 am too late as it is, bince Mon-
sieur the criininal Judge is before me."

"Criminal I" cried the two boys.

"Good rea.-;on why i did not find you at your own house,

since you arc lure. Well, veil I the Law i.s alway.s to the fore

when there is mischief ini'wing.— I came, Monsieur le Mar-
quis, to tell you thai my son and I are of one mind to give

you everything back, since our honor is threatened. My son

and I, wc had rather give you back everything than cause

you the smallest trouble. My word, they must be as stupid as

pans without handles to uall vmu a lunatic "

"A lunatic! My father?" exclaimed the boys, clinging to

the Marquis. "What is this?"

"Silence, madame," said Popinot.

"Children, leave u.^,"' taid the Marquis.

The two boys went into the garden without a word, but
very much alarmed.

"Madame," said the judge, "the moneys paid to you by
Monsieur le Manjuis were legally due, though given to you
in virtue of a very far-reaching theory of honesty. If all the

people possessed of confiscated goods, by wlialever cause, even
if acquired by treachery, were compelled to make restitution

every hundred and fifty years, there would be few legitimate

owners in France. The pos.sessions of Jacques Cceur enriched
twenty noble families; the confiseations pronounced by the

English to the advantage of their adherents at the time when
they held a part of France made the fortune of several

princely houses.

"Our law allows M. d'Espard to dispose of his income with-

out accounting]: for it. or suffering him to be accused of its

misapplication. A Commission in Lunacy can only 1k^ granted
when a man's actions are devoid of reason: but in this ca.se,

the remittances made to yon have a reason based on the most
sacred and most honorable motives. Hence vou niav keep
it all without remorse, and leav.' the world to misinterpret
a noble action. In Paris, the highest virtue is the object of
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the fouk'ft ealiuaiiy. ll i^, iinrortunat.'ly, the present con-

dition til' .-ocicty liiat makes the ^^anlui^ actions ^ublime.

I'or the hoiKu- ol' my ((umlry, I would that such deeds were

regarded as a matter ol' courMS hut, as things are, 1 am

foreed liv ((iniiiarison to hiok upon M. d'Ksparil as a man to

wliom a Vniwn sliould l)e awarded, ralhiT tlian that he should

he tliiratciii'd witli a I'oininissioii in Lr.naey.

"In the course of a long professional career, I have seen

and heanl nothing which has touciied ine more deeply than

that I have ju>\ scin and heard. Uut it is not extraordinary

that virtue should wear its noblest aspect when it is prac-

tised l>y men of the higliesi class.

"Having heard me express myself in this way, I hope, Mon-

sieur le Mar(iuis, that you feel certain of my silence, and that

you ;i not for a moment be uneasy as to the decision pro-

noii'-'ved ' the case-- if it comes before the f'ourt."

n. \\ ! Well said,"' cried Madame Jeanrenaud.

iinething like a judge! Look here, my dear sir,

iL' vou if I were not so ugly; you speak like a
"T; it i

I w.uh
book "

pre^

this _'rt

witl a i

fur -e

KUiiiiUii

i

- ui- held otit b.is hand to I'opinot, who gently

will a look fiiU of sym|iathetic comprehension at

mar. in private life, and the ^larquis responded

-ant -' '' These two natures, both so large and

'uiii' iace but divinely kind, the other lofty and

(i t n into u-iison gently, without a jar. with-

;i f of ;on, as thougli two ynire lights had been

_^i.C[ !'he fattier of a whole district felt himself

wrthv I hand of this man who was doubly noble,

and til' s I'elt in the depths of his sonl an instinct

that t" h^ !at tlie judge's hand was one of those from

whidi trie ti.a.-ures nf inexhaustible beneficence perennially

fb.w.

"^lonsieur le ^lanpiis," added Topinot. with a bow, "I am
happv to be alile to tell vou that, from lb" flr>l words of this

in'piirv. I re^rarded nu > lerk as quite unnece-;-ary.
"

ITe went close to M. d'Espard, led him into the window-bay,

j^
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and said: '^t is time that you should return home, monsieur.

I believe that Madame lailaniuise has acted in tiiis inattt-r

under an influence which you ought at once to counteract."

ro[)inot withdrew. He looked back several times as ho

crossed the courtyard, touched by the recollection of the

scene. It was one of those which take root in the memory

to b'ossom again in certain hours when the soul seeks consola-

tion.

"Those rooms would just suit me," said he to himself as he

reached home. "If M. d"Espard leaves them, I will take up

his lease."

The next day, at about ten in the morning, Popi'i^v, who

had written out his rejiort the previous evening, made his way

to the Palais de Justice, intending to have prompt and

righteous justice done. .\s lie wcnl into the roi)ing-room to

put on his g(<wn and bands, the usher told him that the

President of 'lis Court begged him to at!i!id in his private

room, where he was waiting for him. Popinot forthwith

obeyed.

"Good-morning, my dear Popinot," said the Pre-ident, "I

have been waiting for yo\i.''

"Why, Monsieur le i'resident, is anything wrong?"

"A mere silly trifle." said the President. "The Keeper of

the Seals, with whom I had the honor of dining ye-ti^rday,

led me apart into a corner. Tie had heard that you had ben

to tea with Madame d'P'-spard. in whose case you were imu-

ployed to make in(]uiries. lie gave me to understand that it

would be as well that you should not sit on this case
"

"But. 'Montjieur le President, I can prove that T left

Madame d'Kspard's house at the moment when tea wa-s

brought in. And my conscience
'

"Yes, yes; the wliole Bench, the two Courts, all th.' pro-

fession know you. I need not n^peat what I said about yon

to his Eminence; but, you know. 'Ca'-ar's wife must not be

suspected.' So we shall not make tliis foolisli trifle a matter

of discipline, but onlv of tli(> proprieties. Pi.twi'en ourselves,

it is not on vour account, but on that of the Bench."
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**But, mousifiir. if you only knew the kind of woman "

Baid thf judge, trying to pull his report out of his pocket.
"I am perfectly wrtain that you have proceeded in this

matter with the strietest independence of judgment. I my-
self, in the provinces, have often taken mun- than a eup of
tea with the people I had to try; but the fact that the Keeper
of the Seals should have mentioned it. and that you might be
talked about, is enough to make the Court avoid anv .li.-cus-

sion of the matter. Any conflict with public opinion must
always be dangerous for a constitutional body, even when the
right is on its side against the public, because their weapons
are not equal. .lournalism may say or -suppose anvtiiing, and
our dignity forbids us even to reply. In fact, I have spoken
of the matter to your President, and M. Camusot has been
appointed in your place on your retirement, which you wiij
signify. It is a family matter, so to speak. And I now beg
you to signify your retirenu-nt from the case as a personal
favor. To make up, you will get the Cross of the Ix'gion of
Honor, which has so long been due to you. I make that my
business."

When he saw M. Camusot, a judge recentiv called to Paris
from a provincial Court of the same class, "as he went for-
ward bowing to the Judge and the President. Popinot could
not repress an ironical smile. This pale, fair voung man,
full of covert ambition, looked ready to hang and u'nlmng',
at the pleasure of any earthly king, the innocent and the
guilty alike, and to follow the example of a Laubardeniont
rather than that of a Mole.

Popinot withdrew with a bow ; he scorned to deny the lying
accusation that had been brought against liim.

W
Paku, ftbmary 1836.
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