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COPIES of all MemontaLs and RepreseNTATIONS from Canada and other
- Colonies, respecting the DirrerexTIAL DuTiEs on Goods Imported into the
Colonies, and respecting the Operation and Effect of the Bl‘ltlsh NAVIGATION
- Laws on their Commerce, since, 1845.

'CANADA.

— No. 1.—

- (No. 51.)
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Earl Cathcart, x.c.B
- to Mr. Secretary Gladstone.

Sir, ‘ " Government House, Montreal 12 May 1846.

My attention has been drawn to the subject of the transit of American vessels
from one American port to another, through the inland waters of the Province
of Canada, in like manuer as they pass throurrh the Welland Canal.

The opinion of the law efficers of the Crown in England, it is understood, has
been given to the effect, that American vessels may, according to existing laws,
freely navigate the St. Lawrence and the Lakes, as far down as the port of
Montreal, the most inland port of entry from sea, but not lower.

This opinion has prevented ‘American vessels from carrying on communica-
tions by water between Fort Covington on the Salmon River, down the St. Law-
rence to Sorel, and thence up the TRiver Richelieu to Lake Champlain, because
they cannot do this without passing through the Port of Montreal.

American vessels are now permitted to pass from Fort Covington down that
part of the Salmon River which is exclusively within British temtory, into the

CANADA.

No. 1.
Governor ‘
Earl Catheart to
Mr. Secretary
Gladstone,

12 May 1846

St. Lawrence, in' a part also excluswely within Brmsh temtory, and thence up

the latter river to the Lakes.

I am informed there would probably be an extensive transport trade, if the

American vessels were permitted to pass to and fro between those points on the
St. Lawrence above Montreal and Lake Champlain, in which case the tolls on
the Chambly Canal, which are now very trifiing, would be materially increased,
and would benefit the revenue of this Province, as ‘well on the canals on the
St. Lawrence, as on the River Richelieu. -

I have the honour, therefore, to request your early attention to the sub_]ect
with a view to obtain any necessary modification in the Imperial statutes regu-
lating the inland trade betwéen the British Possessmns and the United States,

and fo establish such regulations ‘as may be deemed expedient for. preveatmol

frauds on the revenue; or.an abuse of the privilege granted.

It is possible the Lerrlslature may; among other subjects; address Her MaJesty

to have the navigation "of the St. Lawrence thrown. entirely open. to the sea.

‘Whatever objections may - be’ entertamed to that. prop051t10n, it appears to me

would not apply to this.
I enclose a sketch, showing the portlon of the nawgatlon below Montreal and
to Lake Champlam wlnch forms the sub_]ect of thlS despatch. '

1 have, &
(51 gned) Catlwm o
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No. a.
Governor Earl
Cathcart to Mr.
Secretary Glad-
stone,

27 July 1836,

—

Eucl. in Ne. 2.

TFor Mr. Secretary
Gladstone’s Des-
. patches, 3 March
and 3 June 1846,
" wide Papers
ordered by the
House of Com-
mons to be printed,
. 18 May 1846,
. No. 321, and 10
June 1846, No.
374-

4 CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COLONIES RESPECTING

' — NO- 2. —"‘
(No. 100.)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Earl Cathcart, k. c. 8. to
: Mr. Secretary Gladstone.

Sir, Government House, Montreal, 27 July 1846.
At the request of the Council and Members of the Free Trade Association of
Montreal, T have the honour to submit a petition, which they have addressed to
you, praying the removal of all differential duties and restrictions at present
imposed for the regulation of the trade of this colony.

I have, &é.
{signed) Cathcart.

Enclosure in No. 2.

To the Right Honourable W. E. Gladstone, one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of
State for the Colonies. :

The Petition of the Council and Members of the Montreal Free Trade Associaticn,

Respectfully showeth, ‘ ‘

That whereas the intelligence received by the last English steamer, of the adoption in all
its integrity, by the House of Lords, of the Corn Bill intsoduced by Sir Robert Peel,
renders 1ts final passage, which for some months past has been, to a certain degree, a
subject of speculation, a matter of certainty, it now becomes the duty of the members of
the Free Trade Association to point out the consequences of that measure to the trade of

_1his province, the means by which the evils, if any, likely to flow from it may be mitigated

or averted, and the benefits which may be educed from it may be secured.

It can scarcely be demied, that under the protective system of Great Britain, and more
especially under the Imperial Act of 1843, the application of the capital of the country to

- the growth and manufacture of breadstuffs for export to the mother country has been arti-

ficially encouraged, and that the sudden and almost total withdrawal of the protection
conferred on Canadian wheat aud fiour, has occasioned considerable losses to many, who,
calculating on its continuance, were induced during the past winter to pay higher prices to
the Canadian farmer than a prudeunt estimation of the prospects of the British markets
would otherwise have warranted. “ g

The members of this Association, in making this statement, are not actuated by any
desire 10 impngn the conduct of the British ministry, or to question this exercise of the
right of legislation which the Imperial Parliament undoubted!y possesses. They acknow-
ledge that the paramount duty of the Goverument is to ‘provide for the happiness and
prosperity of the whole people, and they are sensible that such results can often only be

~obtained at the expense of much individual sacrifice. To the eonsequences of the fluctu--
_ations in the commercial system of Great Britain, they must, as colonists, submit; and on

this occasion they feel bound to state their conviction of the soundness of the principles on
which her new commercial policy is based, and of their applicability not only 10 the trade.
of Britain, but to-that of the whole world. ‘ o C

- But whilst the members of this Association acquiesce on general grounds in the right -

and the expediency of the British Government withdrawing from this her eolony the
exclusive privileges she has hitherto enjoyed, they must, as a consequence, claim the

1emoval of all restrictions on our trade with foreign nations, in the shape of discriminating .

duties, with a view to protect British manufactures ; in other words, that we may be free. :
““to buy in the cheapesi, and sell in the dearest markets.” ‘ S

That the British Government is prepared to concede, nay invites this freedom of trade,. -
may be fairly inferred from the whole tenor of the observations of the ministry in the recent
debates in the Imperial Parliament, and more especially from the following passage in the
despatch from the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Gladstoune, to the Governor-general, dated

3d March last, and reiterated in his despatch to the same of 3d June:—

“The desire of Her M‘ajes‘ty’; Gov:er‘nment is, that the ‘trade of Canada may, in all

. respects, approach as nearly to perfect freedom as the dispositions of iis inhabitants, and -

the exigencies of the public revenue there may permit.”

' Even without such a declaration, this Association would have relied with confidence for
the concession of this our claim, on the sense, not only of justice, but of liberality, which

" characterizes ' .
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characterizes the conduct of Great Britain towards this colony. That sense of justice.
must indubitably prevent her from exacting a privilege or protection for her products and

ields to ours; and that feeling of liberality must

manufactures which she no longer
lex on our commerce which she has removed from

deter her from continuing the shac
her own.

Hitherto the amount of protection conceded to the products of Canada in the British
markets has been so great, as to throw into the’shade the advantages which British products
‘have enjoyed in this market, at least such has been the prevailing opinion; but the fol-
Jowing table, showing at one view the discrimination which our tariff makes between
British and foreign, in some of our principal articles of import, amply proves that the inha-
bitants of Canada have not been lightly taxed in return for that protection. =

FOREIGN.

- ARTICLES. BRITISH. Discrimination.
Books - - - -l1zpercent. - - «|spercent. =« - -l %percent.
Candles, Sperm « - {1spercent.and2d.perlb-j2d.perlb. « -  «| 15percent.

Ditto, Wax .~ - | 7percent. and 2d. perlb. j2d. perlb. - - -1 4 percent

Ditto, other kinds ~ ~ | 7 per cent. and 1d.perlb. | 1d.perlb. - - =} 7 percent.
Coffec - - - -jp5s.percwt.and1d.perlb. | 1d.perlb. - ~ - 55 percwt.

Ditto, roasted "= - | 5s.percwt.anded. perlb.| 2d.perlb. - - -] 55 per.cwt,
Glass and Glass Ware - | 2opercent. - « - |5percent. - - -] 15 per cent.
Harness - -, =~{12percemt. - - -|5percent. - - -1} 7percent.

Hardware - - -

~ | 12 per cent. - - - = | 7 per cent,.
Hats, Leather,” Wpollen,

5 par cent.

12 per cent.’

Cotton = ¢ - - = -i5percent, - = |7 percent.
_ Ditto, Silk - . =~|2opercent. - - ~|5percent. - = = 15percent.
Iron,except Pig . - -} 12 percent. - = - | 5percent. - - { 7 percent.
Jewellery - - | <j12percent. - '~ ~|gpercent. - = | 7 per cent.
Leather Manufactures « | 12 percent. - - - | 5percent. - "= | 7 per cent.
Machinery - - - | 17 per cent. - - -] t1opercent. - - - | 7 per cent.
Musical Instrumments . '~ | i2 per cent. - - - | 5per cent. = = | 7percent.
. Manufactures, Cotton, ‘ o
Linen, Woollen « - | 12 percent. - - 5percent. - -~ -7 percent.
Ozkvm - -  -|7percent. - - free - -« - -~ percent
Oil, Fish - - 16 per cent. - 1 per cent, - - | 15 per cent,
Qilcloth - - 12 per cent. - - % per cent.

Paper Manufactures
Spirits, Rum -
Brandy, and other spirits
Sugar, refined - -
Ditto, Muscovada and
Bastard - - -
Sugar Candy - .

12 per cent.

15, per gallon
2s. 34. per gallon -
20 per cent. and 2 d. per lh.

Spercent. -
6d.pergallkm .+ -
1s5.3d pergallon « -
10 per cent. und 2 d. per Ib.

7 per cent,

64. per gal.
1 5. per gal.
10 per cent.

- | 5 per cent.

55. per cwt.
20 per cent.

gs. 4d.per cwt. . -

125, 4.4d. perewt. - o -
a2d.perlb. - - -

20 per cent, and 2 d. per lb.

On most articles of import not included ‘in the above Table, there is a protection. in 'favour of
British goods, varying from four per centum upwards; and on sall foreign articles from the warchouse
in the United Kingdom, 25 per centum of the Iinperial duty is remitted., ‘

But important to the future prosperity of this province as this Association deems the
abolition of discriminating duties to be, that question sinks into insignificance when com-
pared with that of the opening of the navigation of the St. Lawrence to foreign nations.
That river is obviously the most essential element of our power, and on the use we make of

the natural advantage it affords, will mainly depend our future position as-a commercial

country. The natural outlet for the products of the Western States, a country but newly

sprung into existence, and yet numbering already upwards of four millions of inbabitants.—
Shall its' full capabilities be made available? ' Shall we, possessing this §rea: highway to
e race for com-

" the ocean, succumb, without at Jeast a struggle, to our competitors in t
mercial preeminence? It is true that we shall have to contend against difficulties which the

energy und enterprise of our neighbours have interposed. It is true that railroads and.
canals are being constructed to branch out in every direction from the stream of the St.

- Lawrence, in order to divert that produce to the ports of the United States, which would
otherwise be brought to ourown ports for shipment, ' Nor is the rivalry of our compeutors
 confined to the construction of these public works. 'In order to make them profitable she
modifies her fiscal system, so as to allow our.articles of merchandize to pass through her
territory free of duty,  both from and to the Adantic Ocean. - How are we to ‘meet and
counteract. this interested but enlightened policy?  Simply by adopting a similar course
‘of action. 'We must, in like manner, remove every obstacle in the way, and hold out every

" possible inducement to the inhabitants of. the Ubited States to pase their merchandize

through our country. .. Instead of hermetically sealing to their ships the outlet of the :St.

S
CANADA

Lawrence, we miust offer to thew the free navigation of its waters, subject ‘only 10 sucha = -

“moderate imposition in the shape of tolls as will suffice for the annual .expense of  keeping’
- the canals in repair, .the payment of the interest of the money expended in their construc~.

tion, and the appropriation_for the sinking fund - for the redemption of the debt incurred.
SA19. e A3 ‘ S o - The
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The amount required to be raised annually for these purposes would amount to 100,000l .
a moderate impost, and easily collected with an enlarged commerce along this route, as
must be admitted, since the revenue derived from tolls on the Erie Canal is about 600,000l.

per annumn.

That by this means the St Lawrence can advantageously, as regards economy, compete with
any other ronte, can scarcely be doubted. In the first place (no trifling saving, especially
in grain, flour aud other bulky articles), goods may be cousigned without transhipment
from their original port of embarkation to that of their destination; whereas, by the other
routes, there must be two transhipments before the goods can be landed in a shippiong port.
Secondly, the large size of the vessels which can be employed on the St. Lawrence route,
in comparison with those on the other, will enable the tormer to convey goods at a very
wmuch cheaper rate of freight than by the latter.  Thirdly, the small amount of canal naviga-
tion by the St. Lawrence, in comparison with that by the Erie route, isa decided advantage
to the former ; as the following statement, extracted from the Journalsof the New York
Legislature, will evince:—

“ Even at the present reduced rate of ioll on the Erie Canal, river transportation has the
advantage by more than 3oo per cent. The charge upon the transportation of wheat per
bushel from Troy to New York is three cents, while the same transportation for a like
distance upon the canal cannot be effected for less than 10 cents.”

The comparative claimsto pablic support of the two routes are clearly exemplified in the
following table :— .

i . S1ZE OF CANALS | LAKE AND ‘
DISTANCE. AND LOCKS. ‘CANAL. RIVER. LOCKAGE. | Traxsmiruest.
. ‘.M!t.
Miles. "Cavar. Lock. '|  Miles. Miles. Feet. -
Buffalo to New York « 508 | - -| 70by 7 120by 24 263 145 698 2
Size 150 by 26.6 Welland
Port Colbourne 1o . 50 by ,
Montreal - - 363 |, . of I 200 ,, 55 Cornwall | - 08} . 205 533
lLock l 200 ,, 45 = Beauharois J ‘ ‘
Size of)
Canal | 110 by 10

Under this aspect, need we despair of succeeding in directing through the St, Lawrence’
a large proportion of the exports and imports of the Western States, aud of the upperiportion
of the province? But it can only be done by making this the cheapest route; to that
objcct every other must yield. Competition in every form must be encouraged; the
empleyment of capital, British  or foreign, must be invited, and if the foreigner can tran-
sport our produce, or that of our neighbours, to_or from the shipping ports the cheapest,
he must not be thwarted or impeded under the plea of protection 1o native industry or under
any of the other pretexts which are used to perpetuate monopoly and its concomitant evils.

The Association trusts that a representation of the injury to this province, arising from
- the restrictive character of the British Navigation Laws 1s all that is requisite to induce
the British ministry 10 cause their modification so far as respects this colony. Their bane-
ful influence bas, more especially during the present year, been felt both in our export and
import trade.  Such lias been and is the scarcity of British vessels adapted 10 the con-
veyance of wheat and flour in the ports of Quebee and Montreal, that freight bas advanced
fully 50 per centmins beyond the remuncrating or average rate.  Now, had those laws per.
mitted, foreign vessels could have been procured in the ports of the United States at
moderate rates (as is manifest from the low freights between New York and Britain), to
convey the produce to its destined market. Is it not obvious that we are thus placed in a.
much less advantageous position than forcigners, in being taxed to support British shipping,
“and that that tax offers great cncouragement to the western producer to send his goods
vift the United States rather than by the route of the St. Lawrence? Thus this colony
is laubouring at the same time under the wwofold inconvenience of removal of protection
and prohibition of fice trade. B : Ly

The like evil is sevcrely felt in the import trade of the province, and is exemplified .in
" the article of muscovado sugar, of which our supplies are now principally derived : from
the Spanish islands. The Navigation Laws, on which we now animadvert, prevent our
-impeorting foreign commodities in any but British ships or ships of the country where the
goods are produced. Now, Spain has little shipping, and none suitable for the trade with
America, and there are no. British vessels to be met with in the Spanish islands. The.
importer of a cargo of sugar to this province is thus compelled to charter a British vessel. -
from some distant port to proceed in ballast to convey the cargo, for which he pays a
freight of) say, 4s. per ewt,, or fully 25 per cent. on the prime cost of the article, w{xilst ‘
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ _-there .
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there are fleets of American vessels on the spot, which would convey it at one-half that
rate. Can he, then, drawing his supplies of sugar in this circuitous and expensive method,
compete in the western market with the merchant of the United States? . Obviously he
cannot ; nor need it be matter of surprise that the trade, which under a free system would
flow through the St. Lawrence, is thus diverted to other chaunels.

-The article of sugar is a pregnant illustration of the injurious effects of the Navigation
Laws on ourimport trade ; but the remarks applicable to it apply also, 10 a ceitain extent,
to every other article of foreign production. Why is there a discrimination of 25 per cent.
on the sterling duty on foreign goods, between such goods when imported from the bonded
warehouses in Britain and when direct from a foreign country?  Is not such a discrimina-
tion in favour of the former, pro tanto, a bounty to New York in opposition to Quebec or
Montreal ? and can we be surprised that under this .insane and suicidal policy, the com-
mercial connexion of Canada West with New York is extending year by year; and with
our Cities is proportionably diminishing.

This Association, it will be observed, in making the present Report on the commerce of
the country, has refrained from touching on any of those topics which lie immediately
within the scope of the provincial authorities. These open a wide and important field of
investigation, and must forn the subject of a future Report. The present relating to sub-
Jjects imperial in their character, and on which the action of the British Government may
with piopriety be sought, it is deemed advisable to lay before Her Majesty’s Ministry, with
the least possible delay, under the conviction that they will take such proceedings upon it
as the urgeat circumstances of the case render expedient. :

Wherefore, your petitioners respectfully urge, that Her Majesty’s Government will be
pleased 10 take the facts contained ‘in this. their memorial into their serious consideration,
and apply such remedy as to them in their wisdom may seem fit, and your petitioners, as
in duty bound, will ever pray. ‘ ‘
On behalf of the Free Trade Association,

‘ S (signed)  John Young, Chairman.
Montreal, 17 July 1846. ‘

- No. 3, —

(NO.‘lOI‘.)‘ S o |
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Earl Caticart, k. c. B. to
o ‘Mr. Secretary Gladstone. ‘ .

Sir, o - Government House, Montreal, 27 J u]y‘1846. ‘

No. 3.

Governor Euarl
Catheart to
Mr. Secretary
Gladstene.

T uave the honour herewith -to transmit a petition to Her Majesty from the 27 July 1846.

Board of Trade of the town of Hamilton, praying that Canadian produce for-
warded through the United States may be admitted into the ports of the United
Kingdom on the same terms as if shipped from Canadian ports. .
‘ | 1 have, &e.
(sigued) Cathcart.

Enclosure in No. 3.

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENCY MAJESTY.

" The Petition of the Board of Trade of the Town of Hamilton, ‘ .~ Buclossrein No., 3.

Humbly Showeth, - ‘ o ‘ RN
TiaT the proposed changes in the commercial policy of Great Britain are such as to
cause serious appreliensions in the winds of your petitioners, that the value of grain, one
~of the'great staple productions ‘of this colony, will be depreciated to such an-extent as to
‘prevent our farmers from being able to compete sucessfully with the corn-growing countries

‘of the North of Europe, who have the advantage of proximity to Great Britain; cheapness

~of labour, aud greater facilities of transportation. S Ky ‘
That whilst your petitioners are convinced of the necessity for strenous exertions on the
‘part of the people of this colony, in order, as far as may be in their power, to neutralize the
effects of these changes, they at the sume time look for the co-operation and assistance of .
_your Majesty’s Government in carrying out such measures of relief as may conduce to
this end.. o o . o E T
That a large . portion of the cost of. our agricultural produce, before reachipg Great
Britain (at present the ouly market open to us for our surplus), consists of the expense of
g S A4 o ‘tm“l‘apo;t_atpn,
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transportation, as will appear from the following calculation of the present cost of con-
veying a barrel of flour from this port to the port of Liverpool; viz. ‘

‘ s. d.

Shipping charges and storage here - - - < -~ 3 camency.
Burlington Canaltolls - - - <« < <. 4 2o ,
Transportation to Kingston ~ - « - - - 6 .

Ditto, from thence to Moutreal -~ - - - a = '
Insurauce on lake and river T RS ”

3 1 currency.

Eﬂual at 8%, premium - < = - - - 2 7 steliog.
Atlantic fright from Montreal to Liverpool - -~ - 6 -
Insurance 1°f, on 25s.sterling - - - - <« <« 3 »

8 10 sterling,

or more than one-third of its value in Great Britain.

We would further represent to your Majesty, that a large portion of the best wheat-
growing districts of Canada West, namely, that part bordering on Lakes Ontario and Erie,
is so situated as to be able to use to advantage, the route vii the Oswego and Erie Canals
and Hudson River, thereby effecting a saving of time, interest, insurance and cost of trans-
portation, when compared with the route vid the St. Lawrence, as will be shown by the
tollowing calculation of the present cost by this route ; viz. |

. ! 8. d. '
Storege and shipping chargeshere - - <« - - g cumency.
Canal tolls - - - - - - - - - 2 ”
FreighttoOswego - <~ - = < « « = 6. .,
Ditto to New York 22 ¢.. Canal tolls 18¢. - - 2 - .
 Lake lnsurance 20¢. 3 - - -~ - - - = 1 .

3 - currency

n———

6 sterling.

Equal‘in Sterling at 8%/, premium to - 2
Freight to Liverpool - - - - - . <« 3
Insurance %, on 25s. T

: »
3 »

5 81 sterling
Say- - - - < - - - - - 5 8
Showing a difference in favour of this route, over that
by the St. Lawrence at the present time,of - - 3 1§

8 10 sterling.

That in addition to the foregoing advantage in point of cost of transport, the route via
New York is available earlier in the spring and later in the autumn thaun that by way of
the St. Lawrence, the dangers and disadvantages of which we conceive to be so great as to
lead us to express our decided and deliberate conviction that shipments from Montreal or
Quebec cannot be made on such favourable terms either as regards freight or insurance as
from New York. ‘ ‘ ‘ o

We would further humbly represent to your Majesty, that up to the present. time we
have not been able to avail ourselves of- this route, owing to the restrictive laws of the
United States, but as these are in course of being modified, we will be in a position te

- export our produce through their territory in bond on favourable terms, -

Under these circumstances, we humbly pray that your Majesty and the Imperial Go-
vernment would sanction the importation of éanadian produce iuto the ports of Great
‘Britain, shipped in bond through the United States, on the same terms as if shipped direct -
from Canadian ports, under such regulations as may be deemed expedient, such' as the

production of proper certificates of growth or manufacture from the collector of customs - -

at the port of shipment in Canada, or in any other manner that may be deemed advisable.
It may be urged that, should the prayer of this petition be granted, the result would be -

to throw both the inland and Atlantic carrying trade into the hands of foreigners ; we would, -

however, huwmbly submit, that the interests involved in the former are of minor importance

when compared with the great and general benefit that would result to the agricultural |

interest by conferring the boon pow asked for. While your petitioners conceive " that.

British shipping may be employed in the carrying of our produce from New York as well - |

as from the ports of Montreal or Quebec,

In further confirmution of the fimportdnce 6f lhé prayer of t‘hisjpetition, vo"e’h‘umb:l‘y o
submit the following calculation, as showing the small proportion received by the agri-

culturist of this country, of the value of his' products in Great Britain; and as showing .

the
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the importance to hnm of such a saving as that which would be effected by adopting the
route vid the United States ; thus— .

Sterling.
‘ £ s d
Suppose the value of flour in Liverpool tobe~ - - - - < 1 5 =
Deduct the following charges : £ s d
Duty, 73d.; dock and town dues, 23d. - - - - - <10
Porterage receiving and delvering - - - - - -~ - 2
Cartage to buyers, 1}d. - - - - - - - = - 13
Fire insurance, sheds, interest and bank commnission on duty - - - -}
If warehoused, additional cartages, poiterage. ‘
‘Warehouse rent, ﬁle insurauce, &e. &eo - - - - ~ - - 6
Commission and del credere 4%, 0n 255, - - - =~ < 1 -
Atlsutic freight- - - -« - - - - . < 6§ -
Insurance 20 per cent. and policy - - - - -~ - - 33| .
— -~ 8mn
£, ~-16 1
Equal in currency, at 8%, premiuw, to 19s. 3 3d. on shipboard at Montreal.
‘ ‘ , Currency .
' £ s d
‘ ‘ Broughtdown - - -| ~19 3f
‘ ~ Shipping charges at Montreal as uader: | £ s d
Cartage to store, 1 d.; cooperage, 14d. - - - = = - 2}
InSpeuxon 2d.; storage, 2d. ; cartage ship, 1d - - ~ - - 5
Wharfage, 1d.; shipping, 2d.; m:uranee, 1d. - - - - = 4
~ Freight from I\ll)":lull to Montreal - - - - = - 2 -
Tnsurance on river and lake, 29, - = = = =2
Lake freight, 6 d. ; Burlington Lannl toll, ‘.‘.d - = - - ~ 8
Wharfa«re, storase and slnppm y3d.; fire insurance,1d. - - -~ 4
— - 4 14
-15 2
£ 05 d
]mercst, say an average of six months on 20s. and 6% - - = 7
Carriage from interior, say Branttm d, Paris and other places ‘
similarly snu.ued - - - - s = = =174 - 2 2
. Currency - - -| ~13 -

Leaving only the small sum of 13s. currency to remunerate the farmer, equal at 879,
premium to 10s. 10d. sterling per banel.

We humbly solicit your Majesty to be gmuously pleaced to grant the, prayer
of this petition, aod your petitioners, as in duty bound, wiil ever pray.

(sigued) John Youn_q, President.

(No. 116.) No
-~ Copry. of a DLSPATCII from Governor the Earl Catbcart K. C. B. to Go,‘,emor',,ﬁ‘rl ‘
o Earl Grey. Catheart to Earl
My Lord, ‘Government House, Montreal 26 August 1840, ggi{; gust 1246,

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a memorial from the Montreal Board

of Trade to Her Majesty the Quecn, relative to the I mperial enactments regard- \ :
ing the colonial tlade and navwatlon, and -the navigation of the River St. ‘ ‘
Lawrence. ‘ ‘ | I 'have, &e.

(signed) Catlwm .

Enclosure in Nu 4.

: TO HER MOST LEXCELLENT MAJESTY THE QUEEN - Encl. in No. 4.
‘ - The Memonal of the Montreal Board of Trade. : E ‘
]lumbly showeth,
TuaT the. pew commnercial pohcy recently adopted by | lhe Impenal Parllament haunn
become the Jaw of the realm, your memorialists wonld humbly beg leave 1o reprecem ta
Your most Grauous Ma_;my the cﬂects wlm.h that Jaw will have on the commerce and
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welfare of this colony, with a view. to obtaining Your Majesty’s sanction to such measu res
of adjusiment and relief as may be necessary 1o protect colonial interests. Nor do they
doubt, but that under the circumstances, the justice of their claims will be readily admitted
by Your Gracious Majesty, and that the reforms suggested for Your approval will be
promptly and effectually conceded. : ‘

Your memorialists beg respectfully, in the first place, to submit to Your most Gracious -
Majesty, that the high differential duties on foreign corn imported into Great Britain for
consumption, are by the law in question reduced from a scale, sliding from 20s5.1015. 10 2
more moderate scale of 10s. to 4s. per quarter, the fixed duty of 1s. per quarter being still
retained on corn of colonial growth ; a change by which the differential duty in favour of
Cunadian wheat is virtnally reduced to 3s. per quarter, as, in atl probability, the minimam
rate of 45. per quarter on foreign grain is that which will most geuverally prevail. They
find furiher, that this new differential scale is limited in its duration 10 February 1849,
when the duty on all grain imported into the United Kingdom for consumption becomes
equalized, that is colonial and foreign will then be equally subject to a fixed duty of 15,
per quarter. : - ‘

On the other hand, your memorialists turning their attention to the laws by which the
esternal commerce of this colony is regulated, find a system of Imperial differential duties
in existence, which they conceive to be at variance, under present circumstances, not anly
with sound commercial principles, but with justice and abswract right. These differential
duties were imposed upon the commerce of Canada with the view of giving the manufac-
turers of the mother country and the planters of the West India islands a monopoly, as
far as laws could effect that object, of the Canadian markets for the consumption of the
anticles respectively produced by them—an arrangement which could not reasonably be
objected to under the balanced system which had heretofore prevailed between the mother
country and this colony, the adjustment being such as to be regarded by both parties as a
fair equivalent for the benefits nutually conceded. ‘ ' ‘

Your memorialists, however, beg to submit, that the case is now most materially altered,
the slight :lifferential duty to be maintained for the next three years in favour of our produce
imported into the markets of Great Britain for consumption, with the exception of timber
and a few unimportant articles, being no adeguate equivalent they humbly conceive for
the injury done to Canadian commerce and industry, by the differential duties on foreign
articles imported into this colony for consumption, the oppressiveness of which may be esti-
mated by the following table, showing at one view the amount of extra duty which they

impose upon articles of foreign production imported into Canada.

BRITISH.

ARTICLES. FOREIGN. Discrimination,
Beef, salted or cured ‘ 55, per cwt. - . - | 2s. per cwt. | 3s. per ewt,
Butter - - 105, per cwte =« - | 25. per cwt. | 8s. per cwt.

Cheese - - -
Candles, Sperm -
Ditto, Wax -

&

5s. per cwt, - - -
15 per cent.and 2d. per Ib.

2. 6d. percwt,
2d. per lb. -

2. 6d. per cwl,
15 per cent. -

7 per cent. and 2d, per lb. | 2d. per Ib. - | 7 per cent.

Ditto, other kind 7 per cent. and 14d. per ib.| 1d. per Ib. - | 7 per cent.
Coffee - - - ss.percewt.and 1d. perib.{ 1d. per lb. = | 5s. per cwt.
Ditto, roasted - 5s.per cwt.and 2d, per lb. | 2d. per b, - | 5s. per ewt.
Fish, dried or salted 25, per cwt.and 1 per cent.} 1 per cent, - | 2 5. per cwt,
Ditto, pickled - 4s. per bbl.and 1 per cent} 1.per cent. - | 4s. per bbl.

' Glass and Glass Ware
Hardware - -
' Leather Manufactures

' Mulasses - -

Manufactures, Cotton,
Woollen.

"Oakum = -~ | -

Oil, sh - -

-"Pork, salted or cured
. Paper blanufactures
Spirits, Ruw - -

Brandy and other Spirits
Sugar, refined -

Ditto, Muscovado and “’Bastard‘ ‘

Sugar Candy - -
Wine - . -

Linen an

¢ ¢ F 2 2 ¥ 22 ® 2 2 o4

-

T s s ¢ & ¢ ¢

LI B T ] L I |

‘12 per cent.

Q-llIllllll.lll‘l

20 per cent.
12 per cent.

4 5. per cwt.
12 per cent.

7 per cent.
16 per cent,
5s. per cwt,
12 per cent.
1 5. per gallon
25. 3d. per gallon
20 per cent.and 2d. per Ib.’

I Y T T R
[ R Y
[ T I R Y

125, Gd. per cwt.| - . =
20 per cent.and 2 d. per b,
- =17 per cent and 8d. per

5 per cent. -
.5 per cent. -
5 per cent. -
15. per cwt,
5 per cent. -

free -
1 per cent. ~
2 s, per cwt,
5 per cent. -
6 d. per gal.
15. 3d. pergal.
- - 50 percent,
& 24, per Ib.
75.6d. percwt,
24, per b,
- =10 per cent,

15 per cent. -
7 per cent.
7 per cent.

35, per cwt,

7 per cent,

7 per cent.

15 per cent,

3 s. per cwt.

7 per cent.
6d. per gallon.

-1 & per gallon.’

10 percent,

5s. per cwt

.20 per cent.
.7 per cent.

\ ‘ gallon. and 8d. per S
o ‘ S gallon. = | C
Wheat Flour - - ‘. - | 26.6d. per1g61bs. - 16d.per196lbs as. per 196 Ibs,

On most articles of import not included in the a‘bove‘Téblg,‘ there is a protection in faiou}:of : 1
* British goods, varying from 4 per centum upwards, - Lo : S

‘ “».'A‘s
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As a proof that these discriminating duties impose heavy burdens on this colony in their
operation, it may be added that the amount of duty collected under them last year was no
less than 104,5550. or about one-~fourth of the whole net revenue of the province derived
through the Custom-house, a fact from which your memorialists draw the conclusion that
the articles required for consumption are, in many instances, cheaper in Foreign than in’
British markets, and that, therefore, Canadian. interests are seriously compromised by
‘their operation in preventing a free resoit to the cheapest markets for the supplving of
the wants of the colony. ‘But the amount of duty thus levied affords a very inadequate
criterion, taken alone, of the extent to which Canadian interests are affected by the laws
in question. ‘ : : 1

- Your memorialists are of opinion that it is reasonable to assume that the amount lost by
the colony by the operation of these differential duties in enhancing the cost price of im-
ported goods, is fully equivalent to ithe amount levied under them; viz.104,5550 a sum
utierly wasted, as far as this coleny is concerned, by the people of Canada being debarred
from going to the cheapest market to supply their wants. Your memorialists would ex-.
plain that this arises from its being cheaper in many instances to buy goods in England
at a considerable increase over the price of similur articles in foreign arkets, provided
that such increased price fall short, in any degree, of the amount of discriminating duty
levied on such foreign articles. ‘ ‘ :

" Your memorialists desire, however, carefuily to guard against a misconstruction of their
motives in making these observations. . They are far from intending to cast blame upon ' F,. M
the conduct of the mother country towards this colony. On the contrary, they acknow- Gy, ds"i Se,

0

- - - - . ~ Cr
ledge, with pride and gratification, that they have a due sense of her love of justice con- De, %% clary
veyed through the dispatch of your Majesty’s Principal Secreiary of State for the Celonies, 1§ é‘?"{h

of the 3d of March last, in the offer to release us from the effects of the laws in question,  oid,, Tige
so soon as the colony should make an application to that effect, in a way which the Impe- Ho,
rial Legislature could recognize as the well understood wishes of the people; and, there- m""I;z om.
fore, your memorialists respectfully approach Your Majesty, to state the views which 18 M.-,o Printeq
they entertain as representing the mercantile interests of this city. ‘ No, 32-:' 18 ’

- In the opinion of your memuerialists, a more formidable restriction, however, than the
‘differential duties alluded to, and one which entails incalculably greater injury on the trade
of this colony, it is now their duty to bring respectfully under the notice of Your most
Gracious Majesty. It is a question they approach with some hesitation, knowing the
high national interests which it is held to involve, but the vital interests of this colony re-
quire that it should be brought fully under Your Majesty’s notice; and your memerialists.
rely with full canfidence on its being carefully and dispussionately reviewed. They refer to
the question of the Navigution Laws. These laws are so framed as virtually 10 give an
absolute monopoly of the carrying trade of Canada, both internal and external, to the
British shipuwuer, as the following extracts will show. ‘

1st. Goods, the produce of Asia, Africa or America, shall not be imported into the
United Kingdom, to be used therein, in forcign ships, unless they be ships
belonging to the country of which the goods are the produce, and from which
they are imported : : o

2d. No goods shall be exported from the United Kingdom to énj British possession’
in America, except in British ships. ‘ : I :

3d. No goods shall be carried from any British possession, to any other British po~
' session, nor from one part of any such possession, to any other part of the
same, except in British ships. ‘ ‘ :

41h. No goods shall be imported into any British possession in foreign ships, unless
"~ such belong to the country of which the goods are the produce, and from
which they are imported.’ ‘ ‘ ‘

Why should Canada be thus limited to the use of British \iess.elé? Wl_)ét- equivalent in
~ trade does England now afford to compensate ber for such injurious restrictions? None,
_absolutely none. ‘ A : o :

But your. memorialists, averse 1o employing unsupported assertions, or creating odium
against these laws by nere general objections, will select a few instances to prove the
fact which they assert, that they are bighly injurious to the cominerce and .welfare of this .
colony. ' First, as regards external commerce: on' instituting a comparison between the -
average rates of freight cument between New York and Liverpool, where British and
American ships meet in open competition, and Montreal and the latter port, in which case
~ British vesselsalone are permitted to engage in the carrying trade, the difference oper-
ating against Canadian interrests is of safficient magnitude 10 excite well founded alarm
for the permanence of our prosperity; if' those oppressive laws are perseveredin. The
following Tables show the current und average rates of freight at New York and Montreal
respectively for the past three years, showing an average excess of charge agaiust Canada
of 3s. 3d. currency per brl.of flour, and 7d. currency per bushel of wheat. : ‘
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RATES of FretenuT current fiom Montreal to Liverpool, in the Years

b4 \
1844. 1845, 1846.
r Vi ; A —
Flour. Wheat. Flour. Wheat. Flour. Wheat,
Per brt, Per qr. Per brl. Per qr. Pertal. Per qr,
s. d. s. d s, s e s. d. 5. d.
13 May - - - 4 6 8 - 4 G 8 3 4 3 8 3
27 - - - - 4 6 8 - 4 - 8 - 4 3 8 3
1MJume - - -1 49 } 9 - 39 6 G 5 3 9 3
26 - - - - - 5 = | 10 - 4 - 6 6 6 - 10 -
11 July - - - 5 = 8 g 3 6 | 6 6 6 -~ 10 -
26 - - - - 4 6 8 3 4 - 6 6 59 10 -
10 August - - - 4 6 8 - 4 3 6 O —_ —_
27 - - - - 4 - 5 -~ 4 6 7 - - —_
11 September - - 4 - 8 - 4 6 7 - — —_—
6 - . - -l 39 - 4 6 7 - — -
21 October - - - 3 9 -~ 5 3 g - —_— —
26 - - - - 5 ~ 8§ - 6 ¢ 12 - - -
o November - - 5 - 9 ~ 7 - 14 - — —
Average - - 4 O} 8 5% 7 =11 8 -% 5 13 0 33
per bushel 1 -3 per bushel 1 - per bushel 1 2f

RATES of FrerenT ‘current from New York to Livergool, in the Years

7/
1844. 1845, ‘ 18406.
/ - N ) ¢ ——— >)
Flour. Wheat. Flour. Wheat. Flour. -} Wheat.
Per brl. | Perbush, { Per brl, | Per bush. | Per brl. Per bush,
5. d. s d ) s d s. ' d. s d s d
13 May - - - 2 6 - 8 1 6 - 6 2 3 - 8
27 - - - - 2 - - 7“} 1 6 - 6 3 - -9
15 June - - - 2 - ~ 73 1 Q - 6. 3 - - 0
29 - - - - 1 6 - 6 1 6 ~ 6 2 - - 8
13 July - - - 1 6 - G} 1 6 - 6 2 3 - 8
27 - - - - 1 6 - 6 1. 6 - Gé 2 3 - 8 )
14 August - - - 1 6 - 6 2 6 - 8 — —_
28 - - - - 1 6 - 6 2 3 -~ 7 — .
14 September - - - 1 6 ~ 6 2 3 - 73 — —
o8 - - - - 1 6 - 6 2 - - 73 —_— —
16 October = - - 1 6 - 0 2 6 - 73 — _
10 - e - - 1 0 - 6 2 6 - 8 — —
13 November - - 1 6 - 6 3 9 - 10 — _—
.Average - = 1 74 - G} 2 -§ | - 7 2 6} ~ 8}

Note.—These averages arc subject to an addition of 5 per cent. primage.

RecapiruLaTiox of the alove average Rates of Freight.

Froy MoOSTREAL. | Frox New Yorx,

Flour. | Wheat. Flour. ‘j\Vn:e‘:it.

Per brl. | Per bushel.] Per brl. Per bushel,

‘ sodo | s do s. do | s d
1844 - S T R B A A N B
T L P F I A T A
186 - - - -} 5 1} 1 25} 2 6} -~ B}
Average of three years -' "4 o} o1 2 1 | - w3

. Excess :lgzlinﬁt Canada, 2's. 8 3d. sterling per ul. of Flour; 5 3d. sterling per bushel of Wheat, .
equal in round numbers to 3s. 3 d. currency per brl. of Flour, and 7 d. per bushel of Wheat. ‘

© The
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" The quantity of Flour and Wheat exported from Canada to Great Britain and Ireland during the
: C same period was as follows 1= ‘

FLOUR-‘ o ‘VIII-:AT.‘

Byt - - - - = o 45467 282,83
1845 - - - - - - 442,228 396,252
1846 - - < - - . 310,665 306,939
ToTAL - =. - 1,168,360 985374

Your memorialists, in submitting these Tables, do not intend to imply that the rates of
freight would be equalized from Montreal and New York respectively by the abrogation
of the British Navigation Laws, but they see the strongest reasons to infer that a great
reduction of freight at Montreal might safely be calculated upon as an effect which would
necessarily resuit from their repeal. C ‘ o

The manner in which these laws, in conneéxion with the differential duties cramp the
trade - of Canada with foreign states; such as the sugar producing states of Cuba, Porto
" Rico and the Brazils, and the spirit and wine-producing countries, such as France, Spain
and Portugal, and their dependencies, might be here expatiated upon at great length, and
your memorialists believe with much effect, but they forbear entering upon so wide a
theme of injury and loss to this colony, and will merely adduce one instance by way of .
illustration. ‘ o ‘

The supplies of Muscovado sugar for Canada are now chiefly derived from the Spanish
islands, but by the Navigation Laws on whick your memorialists are animadverting,
foreign commodities can only be imported in British ships, or ships of the country where
the goods are produced. Spain has but little shiping, and none suitable for this trade, while.
on the other hand, there are frequently no British vessels for charter to be found in these
islands, although United States’ vessels may be had in abundance to convey sugar to Canada,
‘at about 2 5. per ewt. What then is the nccessary consequence? The Canadian merchant
is compelled to proceed 1o a distant port to look for a British vessel. Huving found one,
he engages her to proceed in ballast to a Spanish island to take in his cargo of sugar for
Canada, for which he has to pay her gs. per cwt. and upwards, or 20 per cent. on the prime
costof the article; a great advance on what the American vessel on the spot would have -
willingly accepted for the same service.” And vet, with these impediments in her way,
Canada is now called upon to compete with the world. o ‘ :

Nor can your memorialists conclude without referring especially to the operation of the
laws in question upon our internal carrying trade. ‘ : S T

The St. Lawrence is legally accessible to American vessels from Montreal upwards to the
furthest point of navigation; but it is practically. closed against them, because they are not
permitted to touch, or break bulk, at two Canadian ports without touching intermediately
at a port in the United States; nor can they legally navigate between Quebec and Montreal,
that portion of the St. Lawrence being absolutely closed against American, as well as other
- foreign vessels, These restrictions, against which' your memorialists under existing cir-
cumstances feel bound to protest, virtually seal the whole of the St.-Lawrence against the
vessels of the United States, to the great detriment, as they conceive, of the general com~
merce of Canada, foreign as well as domestie. | - X .

Your memorialists refrain entering into the  causes of the comparative cheapuess of
United States over Canadian vessels. Their duty is accomplished in cailing attention to .
the fact, and respectfully urging on the attention of Your most Gracious ‘Majesty, the
necessity of repealing the laws which occasion the evil, and prevent this colony availing
itself of all the advantages which nature has liberally placed within her reach in the posses-
~sion of so noble a streamn as the St. Lawrence. Your memorialists are perfectly convinced,
after thorough investigation, that after our inland means of communication are completed,

when vessels capable of carrying 3,500 barrels of flour, and upwards, may sail withouy -
breaking bulk fromn the upper Lukes to Montreal or the ocean, nothing but the restrictions
imposed upon uvs by the Navigation Laws in question, can operate to prevent that river
being the chaneel through which the great bulk of the western trade, both upwards and
outwards, shall be conducted. They therefore feel it incumbent on.them 10 make the most
streruous efforis to obtain a modification of these laws; and they accordingly humbly
ap peal to Your most Gracious Majesty to concede this great reform, compared with which
every other sinks'for the moment into utter insignificance. o 5 :

Summing up, then, what has been already stated in detail, your memorialists conclude
by entreating Your Majesty to be graciously pleased to further their efforts’ in” obtaining
for this colony the reforms alluded to, which they humbly conceive 1o be essential ‘to its
prosperity, and justly due to it asan equivalent for the advantages which Cadada formerly .
enjoyed ; 'they are'briefly, - Lo e

- 1stly. The repeal of the Imperial differential duties. ‘ .
19, D B3 2dly. Such .
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2dly. Such a modnﬁeanon oflhe British Navigation Laws as will leave us free to employ

- g ptoy,
at our option, the cheapest vessels we can procure, whether they be Brmah :
or foreign, and

Lasily. The removal of all restrictions that now operale agamst the free uavwalmn of
- the St. Lawreuce.

All which is respecifully submitted.
‘ (sx«ned) G Mq[]'alt, ‘
President of the Montrel Board of Trade.
26 August 1846. ‘ ‘

--No. 5. —
(No. 117.)
Cory of a DLSPATCH from Governor the Earl C theart, x.c.B. to Earl Grey-

‘ ‘ : Government House, Montreal,
My Lord, ‘ 27 August 1846.

My despatches to your Lordship’s predecessor have already mv1ted the attention
of Her Majesty’s Government to some changes which the financial and commerciat
interests of Caunada will require, in consequence of the alterations in the Corn
Laws, and the gradual depression in the trade of the province. :

I have adverted, in a former despatch, to one particular case, in which an
alteration in the Navigation Laws would draw a part of the American trade
through Canadian waters, and thereby increase the tolls on the canals of the

~province.

A fuller consideration of this subJect, in connexion with various represen-
tations which have been made to me, induce me earnestly to intreat your Lord-

ship’s consideration to a more extensive change in the Navigation Laws, as bemg

really pecessary under existing circumstances. o
The revenue of the great canals to be derived from transporting the produce of

‘the western country, ~5 well American as Canadxan, must be hereafter looked to

as the principal, if not only source, for paying the debt mcurred by Canada in

‘their construction.

Sound policy will, of course, dlctate the keepmg down the tolls to the lowest
possible rate consistent with the proposed object. - It becomes, therefore, important
to endeavour to reduce the cost of transporting such produce to the maiket of

‘consumption as much as possible, in order to maintain the tolls, and yet make this

route preferable, in point of cheapness, to any by the United States.

But while the carrying trade from the ports of Quebec and Montreal is con-
fined exclusively to British shipping, there will not be, judging from past expe-
rience, a sufficient supply of vessels to create competition, aud to keep down
frexghts to reasonable prices. ‘I am informed that the difterence between freights
‘at these Cavadian ports and at American sea-ports is very great; and that at the

~former, there exists frequently the greatest difficulty in getting vessels at all to

carry the preducts of this country to market. ,
If foreign vessels were allowed the free navigation of the St. Lawrence, tbls
evil, it is appxehended would be greatly dummshed -and though, from the

* danger of the river navigation, frelghts may not become as low as at Amerlcan
- port they would certamly be very greatly reduced.

The business of the canals would also be greatly increased, if' the Americans

~ could employ their own vessels to bring cargoes down from the inland waters, and

in their option proceed with them tosea. I have little doubt that a trade down
the St. Lawrence would be thus created of immense \alue to the Canaduan
revenue.

It is unnecessary for me to pomt out to your Loxdshxp more dlstmctly those
restrictions on the navigation of the St. Lawrence, the removal of which appears
to-me important, I might also say mdxspensahle, to the financial prospenty of -
Canada. '

I would also avail myself of this opportumty to invite your Lordshlps‘attentlon .

to the state of the law imposing duties on imports into this province.

‘These duties are regulated by colonial as well as by Tmperial statutes. The
latter have doubtless been passed, less with a view to the creation of a revénue
for the province, than for the pmpose of mamlammg the commcrcml policy of h
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So far as revenue mevely is concerned, I submit to your Lordship, that it
would be far more convenient that the duties should be imposed by one set of
enactments only, and that as they would affect colonial interests only, or at least

“as far as that would be the case, they should be imposed by colonial enactments.

- Any legislation in the colony, with this view, must of course be preceded by a
change in the Imperial enactments. But if such change were made, the recom-
mendation of Her Majesty’s Government, as to the principles on which a colonial
tariff should be based in the present state of affairs, would, I am sure, be grate-
fully received by the Canadian Parliament. While a tariff is on the one hand
indispensable to Canada as a source of revenue, until canal tolls and other present
or future sources yield an amount equal to the. public exigencies, it is most -

~desirable that its character should be such as will be least burdensome to the
agriculturists, the principal consumers, and least discouraging to the commercial
portion of the province. The experience of Her Majesty’s Ministers on such
important points would be ‘a safe and desirable guide for any measure that the
Provincial Government might bring before the Legislature. o
- In considering the subject of duties as heretofore existing, I have had occasion
to observe that there are some articles of import being foreign produce, the cost
of which is materialiy enhanced by the necessity of importing them, either in the
vessels of the country of which they are the products, or in British vessels; and I
would, in connexion with the foregoing remarks, invite your Lordship’s atten-
tion to the propriety of a modification of existing laws in this respect also, as tend-
ing to increase the consumption of such articles in Canada, by reducing their

~ cost,and thereby adding to the pronvincial revenue. . ‘ .

Some of the suggestions which I have thus offered to your Lordship would, if
carried out, have a direct tendency to counteract the American policy of drawing the
trade of Canada through their territory, while they would also render imposition
of duties merely for the purpose of excluding foreign products, less wished for
by particular classes of Her Majesty’s Canadian subjects. , :

: ‘ : ‘ 1 have, &ec.

(signed) . Cathcart.

o |  —No. 6.— |
(No. 131.) ‘ S ’ S
Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor the Earl Cathcart, k. c. B. to Earl Grey.

‘ ‘Government House, Mdntreél,
My Lord, 16 September 1846, No. 6

I HavE the honour to transmit herewith, at the request of the Toronto Board of o
. . ? S L Governor Jiorl
Trade, a memorial to Her Majesty, which the memorialists are desirous of Catheart to Barl.
having laid at the foot of the throne, praying for the repeal of the Imperial differ- - Grey. ‘
ential duties on the imports of Canada, and of the Navigation Laws, so far as 16 Sept- 1846.
regards the River St. Lawrence, and the inland waters of Canada. L

o I hiave, &c.
. (signed) . Cathcart.

* ‘Enclosure in No. 6. o
- TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. . pitinNes.
.. Mayitplease Your Majesty, == | R
- The Petition of the‘Toifcfmto‘B‘oard of Trade,
Most huljr‘xblyshOWeth,“l N e :
THA‘T‘bg the provisions of the Navigation Laws of Your Majesty’s kingdom, the carrying -
trade of the exports and imports of Canada to and from: Great Britain and Ireland, or any
Brmsl! possession in Asn@, Africa or America is confined to British ships; in consequence
of which restriction serious: loss and inconvenience are at-present imposed upon the
 inhabitants of this province. ..~ S o
- Your petitioners.having carcfully considered the operation: of the said-laws upon the
commercial and agricultural interests of :Canada,.feel called on to state, that prior to the

L9 Bg T Vlterations
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alterations in_the Corn Laws of Your Majesty’s kingdom eflected in the last Session of
Parliament, Your Maujesty’s subjects residing in Western Canada did not feel the dis-
advantages resulting to the colony from the monopoly of the carrying trade conferred on
the owners of British ships by the Navigation Laws, as it was found that the prices of their
agricultural exports generally equalled those which were observed to obtain in.the con-
tiguous sections of the neighbouring States of the republic of America, for the same pro-
ducts destined for shipment to the British market through the Atlantic seaports of the gajd
States.  Your petitioners cannot, however conceal from Your Majesty the fact, that the
protection generally supposed to have been. enjog,:ed b)f the agriculluralisgs of‘ Canada, in
consequence of the preference given to their products in the markets of Your Majesty’s
kingdom by the provisions of the late British Corn Laws, has not been fully realized by
them ; the exorbitant freights and heavy rates of insurance paid on shipments from the
port of Montreal, added to other disadvantages connected with the navigation of the River
Si. Lawrence, having been found nearly adequate to neutralize the remission of duty intended
by Your Majesty to nperate in their favour. : k ‘

Your petitioners have with much pain frequenily had accasion to observe, that when the
state of the British markets has been most propitious to lhe‘exports of Canadian wheat
and flour, the combination of a few shipo-\vnerS or their agents has completely blasied all
their hopes, and intercepted the boon desugnpd by Your Majesty’s paternal Government
for the benefit of Your Majesty’s faithful subjects in the interior of the proviace, the rates
of freight insisted upon having sometimes been as high as 7s. 6d. sterling per barrel of
flour, and very frequently averaging 5s.to 6s. sterling ; whilst at the same times freights have
been obtained from he 'port of New York in vessels of a supcrior class as low as 1, 6d.,
and seldlom higher than 2s, and insurances at 50 to 80 per cent. less than by the St
Lawrence, ' ‘ |

Your petitioners most humbly submit, that during the past Jmonths of the present ship- .
ping season, the position of the holders of flour and wheat in the port of Montreal has .
been most distressing, Large quantities of produce were forwarded to that city from the
iuterior,, where it had been purchased .durmg the preceding winter at prices seriously
enhanced by the exaggerated repurts which reached Canada of the scarcity of bread-stuffs
throughout Europe. " Ou arrival it was found impossible tu obtain shipment for it av Jess
than 6s. sterling per barrel. The holders were threatened with insolvency alike from its”
shipment or its retention, and perCeivm‘g most distinctly that the chief cause of their diffi
culties was to be found in the present Navigation Laws of Your Maujesty’s kingdom, a feel-
ing of deep dissatisfaction therewith bas arisen in the minds ot Your Majesty’s Canadian .
subjects. The people of Canada now feel convinced that, deprived of that protection
formerly extended 1o their products in your Majesty’s kingdom, by means of which the.
heavy burthens imposed on their trade by the Navigetion Laws were neutralized, they miust,
in the event of these Jaws being continued in force, be reduced to a position much inferior
to that of the people in the adjacent States of America, and they contemplate, with prefound
mortification, their only alternative in the conversion of their export trade into a valuable
branch of the resources of their republican neighbours, who will not fail to avail them-
selves of so opportune a juncture for demonstrating. to the people of. Canada, by the
removal of ‘every obstacle standing in the way of a free egress through their tcrritory, that
they possess the means, and have the desire, to advance their interests, o

Your petitioners further most humbly submit, that Your Majesty’s Canadian subjects
have incurred a heavy debt in the constructing of canals capable of giving ‘passage to
vessels of large dimensions, under the expectations that by these improvements of their
interual navigation, they would not fail to sccure to themselves a large share of the carrying-
trade of the rich agricultural countries bordering on the great lakes of Canada. The re- -

payment of the debt thus incurred, is an object from which your petitioners feel convinced,
no consideration can ever divert the intentions of the people of Canada; but it is quite
manifest, that in the event of the export trade of Western Canada, and the states adjacent to
the lakes, being forced out of the waters of the St. Lawrence, the outlay upon the linprove-
wents, from Lake Ontario to the ocean, will have become a dead weight on the resources
and energies of the province, the trade of the recently flourishing cities of Quebec and
Montreal will have disappeared, and the mercantile capital of their enterprizing citizens will -
have been transferred to the commercial emporia of the neighbouring country, o
‘These are evils which your petitioners cannot contemplate with ‘other than the most

-gloomy apprehensions, but they feel convinced that in the wise foresight of Your Majesty,
~ they may rely with entire confidence for the prompt adoption: of every -practicable means
by which they may be averted, . - o R ‘ ‘

_ Your Petitioners have further most humbly to submit to Your Majesty, that the tradeJof -
Canada labours’ under weighty disadvantages resulting from the imposition of protective
custom duties under authority of Imperial statutes. This ciass of duties your petitioners
are pleased to observe, by the declarations of Your Majesty’s advisers, as well of the recently
existing adinistration, as of the present, isno longer held to be'in barmony with the

recognised principles of 'British commercial legislation; and your petitioners are disposed © .

1o believe that ;a presure of othersmore absorbing measures bas been the only caise which
has prevented Your Majesty’s Government from proposing to Parliament, thé repeal:of:the
Imperial Customs Laws authorizing - the levying of protective duties, for the ipurpose. of.
securing to the manufacturers of your Majesty's kingdom a preference in‘the supply of :the
Cunada market, which they no longer consent to extend to'the 'people of Canada in the

supply of the British market. Several of the' protective ‘duties refersed to are found by :
S ‘ ‘ = _ o C o oyourp o

v
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your petitioners, not only to be burthensome upon the resources of the province, but also
to be totally inoperative in effecting the purpose contemplated in their devisal, as they are
levied, in their maximuw extent,on some aiticles of general consumption, as window glass,
sugar aud coffee, which at preseni do not come into competition with the same description
of goods of British erigin. ‘ : ‘ '

Your petitioners observed with much gratification that Your Majesty’s late Secretary for
the Colonies, in a despatch No. 32, dated Downing-street, 3d March 1846, in referring to
the then proposed measures of Government for the removal of commercial restrictions,
expressed his desire “ that the efforts of the British Legislature in this respect may be
seconded, their range extended, and the example rendered yet more impressive, not only by
the acquiescence, but by the approval and active co-operation of the Legislatures and the
inhabitants of the colonies.” And your petitioners would cheerfully bave sustained the
Provincial Legislature in that co-operation, in preference to the course adopted by it, of
remonstrating against the passage of a measure which circumstances bad rendered no
longer resistable. B ‘ ‘

“Your petitioners, therefore, believe, that in submitting to Your Majesty their convictions -
of the expediency of repealing the present Imperial Customs Laws, authorizing the im-

osition of protective or differential duties within this province, they are not preferring to
Your Majesty a complaint, the redress of which will not be in accordance with Your Ma- -
jesty’s wishes and intentions. - 3 o S S

Your petitioners, therefore, in view of the premises bercin set forth, most humbly pray
that Your Majesty will be pleased to recommend to Parliament an immediate repeal of the
Navigation Laws of the United Kingdom, so far as the same relate to the River St. Law-
rence and inland waters of Canada, and also such alterations in the present Imperial
Colonial Customs Tariff as may render the trade of this proviuce with tie mother country
one of fair reciprocity. ‘ : ‘ :

And Your Majesty’s petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
‘ For and on behalf of the Board.

‘ (s‘igned)‘ " Geo. Perct Ridou(, President.
Toronto, Canada, 9 September 1846, ~Henry Rouse, Sceretary, T. B. T.

(No. 58.) o ‘ . |
Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Lord Harris to Earl Grey ;-
o " dated Trinidad, 4 September 1846. - o No. .
. . . /-

1 HAVE been requested to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying Reso- Governor Lord

TRINIDAD. . rmismap

lutions, which were agreed on at a'meeting held at the town of San Fernando, in Harris to Earl

this island, and at which were present most of the proprietors and planters ~

of the surrounding district..

Enclosure in No. 7.. . | Enclosurein No, 7.

o ‘ ‘ ‘ ~ San Fernando, Trinidad, 29 August 1846.

At a public meciing of proprietors, planters, merchants aud other inbabitants of the

~ Naparima District, held at Michel’s Hotel, San Fernando, on Saturday the 2gth day

_ of Angust 1846, = . . o L L =
IT was moved by the Honourable St. Luce Philip, and seconded by Dr. Meéikleham, that

. Anthony Cumming, Esq. do take the chair, and that H. B. Darling, Esq. be requested to
~act as Secretary. . ‘ ‘ ‘ . I o
The following four resolutions were then- proposed -by: the Honourable St. Luce Philip,
seconded by Thomas Agge, Esq. and carried unanimously :— o L

1st. Resolved, Tnar.this meeting has learned with surprise and dismay, the propositions

of the Right honourable Lord John-Russell, for the settlement of the sugar question ; and

that, in. the opinion of this meeting,- honour,. humanity, consistency ‘and justice alike
“forbade the Impe‘rial’sParliament”to{i‘end its aid -in maintaining slavery in foreign posses-

. sions, by an_ equalization of duties on the products of slave and free labour. St

~_ad. That, notwithstanding the change of opinion in Britain appears to preclude the hope
- that any: preference will be nuch longer shown for the produce of free labour, this meeting

trusts that the justice of the British Parliament will at_least enable -the colonists of this

island 10 avail themselves of its natural resources by means of equitable laws. d Tl ‘
- gd. That

r '],1"9-: | a

4 Sept. 1846,
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3d. That this neeting desires no other laws for the regulation of agriculture, trade and
Jabour in Trinidad, than those existing in Great Britain, and is contented to adopt the
principles contained in certain’ Resolutions brought forward by Mr. Hume, in the House of -
Commons, on the 23d June last, of which a copy is subjoined, as follows :— g

“1st. That the improvement of the agricultural resources of the British West India -
Colonies is an object of great national importance, inasmuch as it would be beneficial
to all her Majesty’s subjects engaged in their caltivation, and advantageous to the
trade of thc mother country, as by increasing the supply of produce, prices would be
reduced, competition with tiie produce of slave labour would be increased, and this
result would contribute in the best way towards the suppression of the slave-trade,

“ ad. That the restrictive policy hitherto pursued towards these colunies, has not only
failed to promote their prosperity, but has, by decreasing their resources, actually

‘impeded its advancement, and that therefore other measures ought in Justice to be
speedily adopted, to prevent their suffering still farther injury. S

« ad. That all laws and regulations which interfere with the treedom oflabour, are alike
injurious to the fabourer and to the empioyer, as they prevent the former from obtain-
ing employment with the full benefit of his industry, and the Iatter from seeking free
labour wherever it may abound, and from realizing that fair profit upon capital which,
but for these restrictions, might ve advantageously employed ; that, therefore, all such
restrictive laws and regulations ought to be abolished, and that in futare all practicable
encouragement should be given to the introduction into these colonies of such immi-
grants as are best suited to the climate. T ‘ ,

¢ gth. That all discriminating duties fevied upon imports into these colonies should
be abolished, and. ail unnecessary expenses therein reduced; that rum should be
admitted into the United Kingdom at the same rates of duty as are charged on home-
made spirits; and that the use of sugar and molasses should be permitted in all manu-
factures in which these articles can be employed. . ‘ '

« sth. That after the removal of the existing restrictions on labour ; after the repeal
of all discriminating duties on imports into the British West India colonies ; and after
sugar and molasses shali be permitted to be used generally in the United Kingdom,
then all discriminating duties in favour of the produce of these colonies should, within

&

a time to be limited, be repealed.”

' i . |

4th. That in the erisis which is now inevitable, this meeting earnestly and respectfully
begs his Excellency the Governor and the Legislative Council, to take such measures as
may best enable the counuy to meet its altered circumstances, and without which the
struggle will be hopeless; amongst these may be noticed the regulation of the rights and
duties of employers and employed, and the assimilation of the laws of labour to the
existing laws of England ; the prevention of squatting; the sale and settlement of Crown
Yands in approved locations and under judicious limitations, with the view of inducing
immigrants who have gained mouney to remain in the island, and for the purpose of obtaining’
a fund for. future immigration and internal improvements; and the revival of African
immigration on a sound basis aud more extendedscale, and with no harassing restric- -
tions. : : - S

5th Resolution, moved by Colin Campbell, Esq., secconded by Dr. Meikleham, and
carried unanimously, That the Honourable St. Luce Philip, Messrs. Huggins, Cummings,
Agge and Henry Stewart, be appointed a deputation to wait on his Excellency Lord

‘Harris with a copy of the foregoing Resolutions, and that they be instructed to request his |

Excellency to forward a copy of them to the Right honourable the Secretary for the

Colonial Departinent.

6th. Moved by Colin Campbell, Esq., seconded by the Honourable St. Luce Philip, and
carried, That this meeting feels it incumbent on all parties interested in the staples of this
island to renew their efforts to obtain a reduction on the heavy charges now made on the
sale of colonial produce shipped to the mother country. 3 R ‘
7th. ' Moved by H. Stewart, Lsq., seconded by Peter Campbell, Esq., and carried
unanimously, That the thanks of this' meeting be given to Anthony Cumming, Esq., for

~ his able condnct in the chair.

No. 8.
Governor Lord
" Harris to Earl
Grey.
3 October 1846,

' - 1 (signed) ' H. B. Darling,
| o S ‘ - Secretary.

‘ o ‘ —N 0. 8. — b ‘ o

(No. 73) | o ‘ o e

" Cory of a DESPATCH from Governor Lord Harris to Earl Grey. -

My Lord, " ‘Trinidad, 8 October 1846.

1 nave the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of certain Resolutions'
decided on at a numerous and respectable meeting in Port of Spain, on the 18th of -
last month.. - s I P
- o L o I have, &e. = .
© (signed).  Harris.

. S Enclosure
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| Enclosure in No. 8.

TrINIDAD.

Ara Meeting convened by public Advertisement, held at the Theatre, Marine Square,
on the 18th day of September 1846, the following Resolutions were adopted:

Fr7a
TRINIDAD.

e

Encl. in No, 8.

Resolved, 1.—TuaT the colonists of Trinidad have learned with unfeigned alarm and

dismay the measure lately proposed in Parliament by the Right honourable Lord John
Russell, for the settlement of the Sugar question, by the cqénalization uf the cuties upon
sugar, the produce of slave-haolding countries, and that of the British Possessions.

2.—That this meeting do record its most eamest protest against the injustice, the in-
humanity and the inconsistency of the proposed measure, and its opinion, that by adopting
such a course the British Government will violate all pledges expressed or ‘implied for our
protection, and abandon us to an unequal, disheartening, and it is to be feared, ruinous
competition against the atrocious system of the Brazilian and Spanish slave-trader.

3.—That in the opinion of this meeting, the present position of this colony is such, as to -

debar us from the possibility of successtul competition in the production of sugar with
slave-holding countries, and that this arises from our having, ever since the abolition of
slavery in the British colonies, been prevented, by harassing and vexatious restrictions, from
supplying ourselves with free labour from sources within our reach.
4.—That this meeting considers that immigration on a most extensive scale, under
proper regulations, but not fettered by any unnecessary resirictions, can now alone avert
the inevitable destruction of this colony, and that the coast of Africa is the best source from
whence to derive an auginentation of labour suited to our present position and wants ;
therefore this meeting most earnestly calls upon his Excellency the Governor and the
Legislative Council to adopt every means in . their power to ensure the speedy introduction
into this island of labourers from thence; and for the furtherance of this object, to solicit
the Home Government to appoint accredited agents on the coast of Atrica, for the pur~
pose of effectually carrying out the said measure. ‘ ‘ o
5.—That this meeting is of opinion, that the contemplated abolition of all Limperial or
discriminating duties upon imports into the British colonies will afford little or no sub-
stantial, benefits to their inhabitants, and as a “boon ” will prove altogether illusive, inas-
much as these duties are exclusively applied to colonial purposes, and in this island only
amount to about one-sixth of the total duties collected, the deficiency, therefore, would have
to ‘be immediately made up by inposts not less onerous. But, that this meeting would
now gladly hail such an approximation to the general principles of “free trade,” as, by a
modification of the existing Navigation Laws, would enable British colonists to avail thewm-
selves of the ‘cheapest’ “ bottoms ”, for carrying their produce to the home market as well
as bringing their outward supplies, an advantage at present denied then, but at the com-
mand of their opponents, the slave-holders. - o o :
. 6.~That vpon the same free trade principles, this meeting claims, as a right, the ad-
‘mission of rum, the produce of British Possessions, for consumption in the United
Kingdom, at the same rate of duty as that charged apon home-made spirits ; and also, the
“use of -British plantation sugar and molasses in all manufactories in which they can be
employed. = 3 A x : ‘
“7.—That :it is the opinion of this meeting, that the threatened measure is one infallibly
‘calculated to give a fresh impetus to the slave trade, and to aggravate its horrors and
iseries ; and this meeting most earnestly calls upon the British Government to adopt
and perseveringly carry through, the most stringent measures for the effectual extinction of
slavery thronghout the world. ‘ I :
R. 8. Darling, be appointed as'a deputation to wait on his Excellency Lord Harris, with a
copy ‘of these resolutious, und to request bis Lordship to forward them 10 Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State, with such recommendations for their favourable consideration
as he may deem, from the exigency of the case, they merit. ' And the meeting tukes this
opportunity of expressing its hopes that his Excellency and . the Legislative. Council of
Government will adopt-such carly ineasures as may be best suited to mitigate the scverity

‘of the struggle in which this co’lony‘isllikg]y soon to find itsclf engaged. - A
' ‘ . (signed) Sam. Samuel, Chairman,

R. C. Adams, Secretary.

 SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

— No. 9--- |

e ‘To‘:“th‘e:Rigllt‘Hondurablé the'yEar‘lGregj, &e. &e. R
. We, the undersigned, being parties interested in the Kapunda Copper and othe”
Mines - in South Australia, are desirous of bringing to your Lordship’s notice.
certain’ difficulties that have occured in carrying out the operations connected with

.. the

8..—~That Messrs. H. Scou, S. Samueh R. E. Adams, A, W. Anderson, W, Urich and"

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA.

—

“No. 9.
‘Memorial from
Parties interested
in the Mines of =
. South Australia. . .
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the said mines, these difficulties being equally participated in by all the other
parties connected with the numerous other mines which have lately been dis-

covered in the neighbourhood of Adelaide; but as our connexions and corres-

pondents, Captain Bagot and Mr. Francis Dutton, are the purties to whose energy
and exertions the merit is due of the first discovery, and working to any extent
of the mines of South Australia, we come before you with greater confidence in
our own and their behalf, : ‘ : o

Your Lordship is aware of the circumstances attending the original settlement
of the colony of South Australia, and that it was solely carried out with the
view of developing the agricultural resources of this fine country, and the first
operations of the settlers were entirely confined accordingly to sheep feeding and
farms, and that the class of emigrants who were sent out, were and stiil are
limited by the Emigration Company to agricultural labourers. - ‘

On the discovery and purchase of the Kapunda mines by Captain Bagot and
Mr. Francis Dutton, it was with great difficulty a few miners and labourers could
be collected from amongst the settlers, to enable them to commence operations.

Some of these settlers were Germaus (there being a considerable party of German =~

emigrants settled in the colony), who commnnicated with their friends at home;
and thus a communication was opened with Mr. Ravenshaw, the agent for the
Kapunda mines in England, through Mr. Delius of Bremen, which led to the
despatch, in 1843, of two vessels with German emigrant miners, and in the -
current year, four vessels at the least will sail from Bremen with like freights.

Last ycar, no advance was made, only a letter of introduction and recom-
mendation to Captain Bagot was given; but this vear, the exportation of miners'
and smelters from Germany to Adelaide, has been considered so desirable to
meet the greatly increased demand in the colony for mining labour, that 5001
have been alrcady advanced to further this object.

The first vessel this year, took out about 60 miners, smelters and charcoal-
burners, making up with their families 100 souls; she was of 600 tons burthen ;
a similar vesscl sailed early in June ; athird was to have sailed on the st August,
and a fourth is fixed for the Ist October next; by this meauns a regular commu-
nication will be opened between Bremen and Adelaide, and a most industrious
class of workmen and their families are intreduced into one. of our most rising
colonics, who will quickly assist to develop that mineral wealth which will pro-

bably be found to exist throughout the whole range of mountains, which extend .

‘nearly north and south from one end of the colony to the otler. \

~ We expect there wiil have been raised and sent to England from the Kapunda
mines alone during the current year, 1,200 to 1,500 tons of copper ore, of the first-

‘rate quality, inasmuch as the first 200 tons have been sold at Swansea at an

average of 191. 3s. 2d., and the last 300 tons sold on the 22d ultino, at an
average of 21/ 9s. 13d., and the remainder we cannot have any doubt will
turn out equally well. ‘ :
The difficulty in procuring freights for the copper and other ores at’ Adelaide
Las been so great, that our friends have been obliged to make arrangements for
sending home the Kapunda ores vid Sydney and Port Phillip (300 tons having
been shipped to the former port in the *“ Templar”), and by the last advices 400
10 500 tons were still awaiting freights ; and we hear that the other mining com-
panies at Adelaide have equal difficulties in this respect with the Kapunda
Company. S | | R
Under these circumstances, we would most respectfullydraw the attention of your

" Lordship to this case, observing, that it hardly appears consistent with the facilities

required by a rising colony, that where there is such a demand for dead freights,
and fine vessels like those from Bremen (of 600 tons burthen each), taking out
to the colony that particular class of emigrants for whose labour there is so gredt
a demand, should be obliged to leave the port of Adelaide without freights, at a .
time when therc is abundance of ores lying ready for shipment, because those
ores are prohibited if imported in other than British bottoms. ‘

We would also beg to draw your Lordship's attention to the loss sustained in “

interest alone, by the delay in the shipment for want of vessels, of ores of such’

a valuable character ; we have already stated that the last 300 tons of Kapunda

ores, sold at Swansea, on the 22d ultimo, averaged 21 /. 9s. 11d. per ton, and we
sce that on the 8th ultimo, some of the Burra Burra ores, also from Adelaide,
realized as high as 31/ 6s. 64 per ton.. -~ . | o T

Attached hereto, we beg to lay before you extracts of letters receive(crl‘-flfom ‘

‘ ‘ | - | - Captain ..
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Captzﬁn Bagot, stating some of the difficulties and delays that have occurred in

* respect tofreights,which have been so great, that you will perceive by Nos. 6 and 7,

that he even contemplated leaving his business and the supervision of the mines,
to endeavour, by visiting all the neighbouring colonial ports, to arrange for the
shipment of his ores to England. ‘

There is also one other point to which we would draw your Lordship’s attention ; -

viz., that the want and high rate of freights at Adelaide, has already had the
effect of drawing the attention of the colonists in South Australia, to the smelting
of their copper and other ores in the colouny ; if this should be carried out, there
can be no question but that the great interests and vast capitals involved in the
copper smelting trade at Swansea would materially suffer, and at the same time,
we much doubt if the colonists would be materially benefited, as from the im-
perfect mode of smelting, a considerable loss of metal would occur, the sure result
of parties attempting to carry out an operation in which they have not had that
experience which time and practice alone can give, and thus we anticipate from

the high rates ot freights, that a great loss will in all probability accrue both to -

the owners of the mines in South Australia, and to the smelting interests in this
country, without any concurrent advauntage to any one, not even to the British
shipowner, who if the smelting is carried out at Adelaide, will probably, as
heretofore, be compelled to take in ballast as dead weight for their wool ships,
The object that we seck by this appeal to your Lordship is, that in the first
instance, all foreign vessels taking out mining emigrants to South Australia, shall
be placed on the footing of British vessels in respect to any mineral produce they
may import direct from Adelaide to any port in Great Britain.- B

- Enclosure in No. ‘9.

'Extracts from Capt. Bagot’s Letters.

No. 1.
‘ Adelaide, 31 March 1845,
TrerE is a great want of shipping here at preseat, to carry away a large quantity of
produce of one kind or another, ore, wheat, bark, gum, &e. ‘

No. 2, | 3
Adelaide, 20 May 1845.

We have 150 tons of ore at the port, and as much more ready 10 go there, and all of it

of a high quality, so that | am now certain we shall much exceed cur calculations for the
vear's work ; we greatly want vessels 10 1ake it away; in fact everything serves 1o confirm
the opinions I hold about smelting here. I have written to Mr. Duttou, to recommend his.
visiting the German smelters in the Hartz, where smelting .is brought to great perfection,
and from whence he will not find any difficulty in procuring persons quite equai to carry
“on the operations here. T believe they work entirely with wood fuel, which will render
thew still more fitted for vs. S o

No. 3. o - ‘
Adelaide, 24 June 1845.

" The Kapunda goes on favourably; all we want is shipping to take away the ores, of

~ which we have now 500 tons, and may reckon on as much more by the wool season,

No. 4.

really a matter of serious import to us, and troubles e not a fittle.
- No. 5. . ‘ -
‘ o o R Adelaide, 6 January 1846.
- Weare on the look out for more freights, by which toship at least 400 tons more ore
from the Kapunda. -The Mining Association have given 4/ 10s. per ton to an old brig,
~ the “ Amelia.” S ‘
o ~ No. 6. : o
. Adelaide, 28 January 1846.

I have not yet succeeded in procuring freight for the remainder of our ore, of which we

“have more than 300 tons at the port, and the rest in progress to it. ©

The time is arrived when we ‘must expect 1o pay full freights upon ore, and I think it
may be advisable to make termsin England with vessels coming out either with emigrants

or goods. The “ Amelia” has 4l 10s. for 200 tons to Swansea, and the “ Malcolm,”

that caime here with sugar from Bahia, and gone on 10 Sydney, is engaged to return and
1ake ore to Swansea. T have been planning an excursion to the other cnlonies, with the

view, among other things, to try and establish the sendiug of ores to them for shipment

. hume; but T have hitherto been prevented by other matters, and 1 doubt now whether I

9. o . ; c3 . can -

‘ - o ‘ - Adelaide, 1 July 1845.
Our piles of ore are rapidly increasing, and no prospect of getting it to market.. This is’
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can accomplish it before the Council meets, as I could not leave this before the 1s,
March, ‘ o

I have just made an arrangement with Montefiore, to send 50 tons of ore in bags to
Sydney, to be reshipped, by his brother, to London, . ‘

No. 7.
Adelaide, g February 1846.
I have found too mueh difficulty thrown in my way hitherto, for sending ore to the other
colonies for reshipment. 1 mean 10 visit them myself, as soon as I can spare time, and
try to establish some arrangement of that kind. - ‘

CEYLON. | CEYLON.

~—No. 10, —
(No. 36.)

Extracr of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. Campbell, x.c. B., to Earl Grey,
No. 10 dated Queen’s House, Colombo, 10 October 1846. ‘ )

Governor Sir I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship a Memorial signed by th
C.Campbell, x.c.3,, principal merchants, and many of the planters and other respectable inhabitants

to Earl Grey, ‘ . . .
Yo Octobor 3246, ©f the colony, at a public meeting which was recently held at Colombo.

Enclosure in No. 10.
. (Extract.) ‘ ‘ o ‘ ‘ ‘
Encl.in No. z0. To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s I'veasury.

=

The Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Planters, Landholders and otlicr
Inhabitants of the Island of Ceylon, : .

Respectfully showeth,—
L ] L} * .

Tuar all foreign commodities are subject to double the import duty levied upon British
goods, a Testriction which militates against foreign nations attempting to trade here to

Lo . * " . > .

the extent they otherwise would do, and keeps away customers for the various products -

of the island, the staples of which are coftee, cinnamon and cocoa-nut oil, all largely
consumed on the Continent of Europe. ’ ‘

That in many instances foreign vessels are precluded from landing cargo at the ports

of this island, though the cargo be the produce of the country to which such vessels
belong. Thus, French and Spanish vessels are prohibited from sending wines, spirits
and other unenumerated articles, the produce and. wmanufacture of France and Spain; no
‘such restrictions exist in the veighbouring territories of the Honourable East India Com-

pany, and they are consequently felt more severely here. o R
That the staple focd of the labourers of the coffee, sugar and cinnamon plantations is
rice, imported chicfly from the territories of the Houourable East India Company. This
trade is restricted to vessels holding a Briuish, or a British India register. In the opinion

. of your petitioners, the supply would be more abundant, and the price cheaper to the:
~ consumiers, if the trade were thrown open to the vessels of all nations. ‘ ‘

[114 S ignatures.

—No. 11.—

No. 11, (No "O) o : ‘ ) C ‘ ‘ o
Governor Sir - e 5 AT N ) o
C.Campbell,xic.n., EXTRAcT of a DESPATCH from Governor Sir C. Campbell, k.c.B., to -
to Earl Grey, I Farl Grey; dated Queen’s IIouse, Colombo, 10 November 1846.. ‘

10 November1846. \ . . ‘ ‘ ‘ S
. Tue Memorial, of which I have the honour to enclose a copy, has been trans-.

/ mitted to your Lordship in original by the present mail. It was agreed toat -

o ‘ a- public meeting of the planters and others, held at Kandy on the 9th Sep- -
tember last, and is an echo of a similar manifesto emanating from a similar-
“meeting, held at Colombo on the 22d of the month previous, and which, by
the request of those who signed it, I had the honour to forward to your Lord-
ship in my Despatch of the 10th October last (No.36), L

Enclosure :
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Enclosure in' No. 11.

(Extract.) ~ Encl.in No.11. -

To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. -

Tux Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Planters, Landowners, and other Inhabitants
of Kandy, and the Central Province of the Island of Ceylon,

Humbly showeth, ' ‘ ‘ -
‘ ‘ * = * * * * *
Trat all foreign commodities are subject to double the import duty levied upon British
oods ; a restriction which militates against foreign nations attempting to trade here to the
~ extent they otherwise would, and keeps away customers for the various products of the

island, the staples of which are coffee, cinnamon and cocoa-nut oil, all largely consumed
on the Continent of Europe.” , ] } ‘

That in many instances foreign vessels are precluded from landing cargo at the ports of
this colony, though the cargo be the produce of the country to which such vessels belong.
Thus, French and Spanish vessels are prohibited from sending wines and spirits, and other
unenumerated articles, the produce and manufactures of France and Spain. No such re-
strictions exist in the neighbouring territories of the Ionourable East India Company,

¥*

o o
and they are consequently felt more severely here. ‘ ‘

That the staple food of the labourers of the coffee, sugar, and cinnamon plantations
is rice, imported chiefly from the territories of the Honourable East India Company. ‘

This trade is restricted to vessels holding a DBritish India register. [n the opinion of
your petitioners, the supply would be more abundant, and the price cheaper to the con-

sumers, if the trade were thrown open to the vessels of all nations.
* * * * * » * »

[Here follow 110 signatures.}




