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Extract from ““JOURNAL oF GENERAL CoNFERENCE,” p, 127,

Resolved—*‘ That the Rev. ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND, Secretary of
the Conference, and the Rev. Joun BRrEDIN, Journal Secretary, be and
are hereby appointed to edit the General Conference Journal,”
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WEDNESDAY MORNIN( i
SEPTEMBER 4TH, 1878,

THE SECOND QUADRENNIAL MEETING of the General
Conference of the Methodist Church of Canada began in
the Dorchester Street Church, Montreal, at nine o’clock a.m.,
on Wednesday, September 4th, 1878.

The President, Rev. EGERTON RyEersoN, D.D,, LL.D.,
took the chair and opened the session by giving out the
218th hymn, commencing, ‘“See how great a flame aspires.”

The Secretary of the last Conference, Rev. D. D. CURRIE,
read the 15th Chapter of the Gospel by St. John.

The Revs. Anson GreeN, D.D., H. Pickarp, D.D., and
the PRESIDENT offered prayer,
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The SECRETARY read the names of the Representatives
elected by the Annual Conferences and District Meetings to
compose this General Conference, whereupon one hundred
and ninety-three delegates reported themselves present by
responding to the call of their names.

The retiring PRESIDENT then addressed the Conference as
follows :—

My DEeArR BRETHREN :—

In October, 1874, the first General Conference of the
Methodist Church of Canada was held in the city of To-
ronto. That Conference consisted of an equal number of
ministers and laymen ; the former elected by the six Annual
Conferences, one for every eight members, and the latter
were elected by the laity of the Church. During the
session of that Conference the union of the Wesleyan
Methodist and New Connexion Churches in Canada was
consummated, and the confederation of the three Wesleyan
Conferences of the maritime provinces, and the three Con-
ferences of what was formerly called Upper and Tower
Canada, was completed ; the whole Discipline was revised
and adapted to the new conditions of the Church, and the
various connexional funds and educational institutions were
brought under a uniform management. Thus was the

foundation laid for the united operations of all branches of

our Church throughout the Dominion of Canada,

[I cannot here forbear noticing the extraordinary state-
ments and absurd pretensions made by the Rev. Dr. Carman,
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada, at
the recent General Couference of that body. He states
that their recent General Conference, barring certain * per-
turbations,” was virtually the thirteenth General Confer-
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, and
pretends that the body of which he is bishop is the legiti-
mate successor of the Church which the General Conference
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States
authorised to constitute itself an independent body in Can-
ada in 1828. This is a bold statement in the face of in-
dubitable facts, and a bold pretension to annihilate the
Methodist Church of Canada, with its six Annual Confer-
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ences and General Conference, as the body which planted
Methodism in this country ; whereas the body of which Dr.
Carman is the head, had not even a nominal existence
before 1835, and his statements and pretensions are refuted
and set aside, not only by facts, but by the decision of the
highest court in the land, and by the decisions of the Gen-
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
the United States, on two occasions, on the reports of in-
vestigating committees, The episcopacy of Dr. Carman
had its birth, not in the U nited States, nor in the Church
of Canada, which was once connected with the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the United States, but with four of
our separated local preachers and one superannuated
preacher, whose meeting on Yonge Street in 1835 Dr,
Carman calls “a General Conference,” and whose ordina-
tion he calls episcopacy, and pretends its affiliation to that
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States ! !

It has sometimes happened that parties which had
originated in schism have become peaceful and useful ; and
sometimes persons born out of wedlock acquire, by personal
qualities and conduct, respect for themselves and their
progeny ; but such should not forget the hole of the pit
whence they were digged, or attempt, by the mere assump-
tion of a name, to filch from the legitimate heirs the in-
heritance derived from their fathers. ]

This was the commencement of a new era in the history
of our Church. OQur operations during the last four years
have been, in many respects, an experiment, the results of
which it remains for us to review, as far as the statistics
collected and compiled will enable us “0 do so0; for the
more important part of the Church’s work admits not of
arithmetical computation ; it belongs to that diviner life
and civilization, the perfection of which a high-» world
alone can unfold. But from -vhat may be seen, we can
infer something of the unseen ; and from numerical figures

we may form some conception of what *“no man can
number,”

The statistics of our Church work since 1874, as far as I
have been able to obtain them by the kindness of the Rev.
George Cornish, may be stated as follows :
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of the Methodist Church of Canada,
; I. - MINISTERS.

Total ...... . 1031

II.~—MEMBERSHIP.

1874, ‘ 1878,

Canada Conference....,, 785657 | London Conference ..,
| Toronto o

7489 | Montreal "

New Connexion Conf.

780096 | |
| Nova Scotia Conference 9912
| NB.&P.E. I, « 7871
E. B. A. Conference..... 20950 Newfoundland =« 8020
DO o0 0svosines 101946

Tutal ..................

II1. ——bUNDAY SCH()OLS

1874. Sch’ls. |Tea’rs|Sch'rs 1878.

\

J e
11566 (10706 | 80588 |
| |

o ——
| RN

borty seven Mmlsters have dled dunug four years.

Statistical Synppsis of the Number of Ministers, Members, &c.,
1874 and 1878,

|

1874, 1878. |
|
Canada Conference........ 695 | London Conference ............ 330 |
| Toronto ® 365
New Connexion Conference 113 | Montreal - 220 ]
808 | 915 |
Nova Scotla Confcrunce oo 106
N.B.&P. A sosi BB
! E. B. A. Conference..... 223 Newfoundland e esvs. 49

96802

26803 |

22000 ]

.

Sch’ls.|Tea'rs |Sch’rs

COanada Conference| 1002 | 9617 71683|| London Conference| 532 | | 67385 | 43463
|| Toronto o 508 | 4633 | 36160
New Connex. Con. 4 | 1089 | 9000/ Mongreal g 203 | 2310 | 17627

1333 (12678 | 97260

(| Nova Scotia Conf . I 164 | 18056 | 9852
N.B.&P.E. 1. « 147 | 1030 8028
‘ E. B. A. Cont. ....| 356 { 2571 | 20635 | Newfoundland “ | 890 | 788 | 6342
! I | ———_—
{ Total ......| 1512 ;13277 10121‘*1 ]r 400 | 3073 | 23722
{ [ o A 1738 (16751 | 120972
| Increase

221 | 2474 | 19754

[1878.

Increase.

Increase,

48563

20659

CONFERENCES

Canada.......
New Connexio:
E. B. A.*

Total.......

* None re

London......
Toronto ......
Montreal.. ...

Total
Increase ..
Nova Scotia. ..

*N.B.&P.E. ]
*Newfound!’nd

* No Repo

CONFERE!

Canada........
New Connexios

Total W



ncrease,

2“659

|Sch’rs

43463
36160
17627

97260

9362
8028
6342

| 23722
1120072

| —

f 19764
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[V.-CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES.
1874.

Number Number \ Burial | Total
CONFERENCES. | of Value, Pamon-‘| Value. Gr nds \alue Value Ch.
Chur’es. | ages, o ‘ i e Property
‘ l
Canada........ | 1256 |$2,673,174 306 ‘8400 067r 238 844 049| $3,281,647
New Connexion - L R B A cinisie sins > 288,340
A SRR B SnERs SR SRR el ;

| | |
|

‘ ‘ ‘ —
Total........| 1506 82573174 | 874 |8400,067) 238 ;s4om»3m9%7

* None reported in Minutes.

1878.

....... | 645 81,607,600/ 156 $282,704 ..., caee $1,790,294
Toronto ...... 611 1,481,060, 149 | 248,360 .... ‘oes 1,729,420
Montreal.. .. .. 368 1,163,950 110 | 172,888 .... «ees | 1,336,283

Total .....| 1614 | 34,162,510‘ 414 |9703,487 .... vose $4,855,997
Increase ..| 108 | $1,5679,336| 40 ['$308,470, .... co s $1,286,110

Nova Scotia...| 18%
*N.B.&P.E. I|
*Newfoundl’nd|

* No Reports,

..... 49 560,230

V.—CONNEXIONAL FUNDS.
1874.

CONFERENCES. ! Contingent. fEducational ‘Su&ﬁmgse‘;:t d: Missionary.
= o . ; e — -
Canadsd.coeeciiecennsens. | $6038 33 ' 82961 84 3 $16463 25 1 $117940 57
New Connexion..,....., | 235 08 | ‘ 319 66 | 77271 01
QR R ,S $6273 41 '[ $2061 84 ; $16772 91 E $126667 58
R B $1428 60 $1370 07 $3165 59 | 812257 138
R, | "emroz o1 | gass1 o1 | #19988 60 | #137024 71




Connexional Funds—( Continued, )

1878.
— & | - 7 T [ V
London .. ............. | $2441 86 | $2649 88 $8837 56 | 837789 25
Toronto............. ... | 213616 | 1793 63 8206 94 | 41008 04
Montreal., ... ... . """ | 1469 00 | 1844 45 5730 17 26730 39
Total W........... | $6046 02 | 5787 08 $22774 67 |
Nova Scotia............. | 44383 | @598 00 $1407 21 | 11463 66
N.B.&P.E 1... . " | 42280 | Tpog 1140 13 6831 30
Newfoundland .......... | 104 72 228 63 874 00 6676 10
E. ........ s | 81060 94 | $1270 34 $3421 3¢ |
| |
Miscellaneous .. .. .. .. .. ! [ ; 8736 90
Total.............| $7106 95 | #7067 30 | 82619 01 | $141475 13
Increase...... ..., R | 8378580 |  g7257 51 |  gs550 41
| ' ‘

VI.-MISSIONS.

|
Missions. |Missionaries. Members.

Saskatchewan, Hudson's Bay Territory,

|

|

Missions to the Indians in British Columbia, }
and the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec f‘

|

44 40 3013
Missions to the Japanese .................... ? 4 0t 100
Missions to the Germans. ... ...... ... """ f b 3 284
Missions in the Province of Quebec .......... | 9 ‘ 9 274
Missions to the Settlers and Half-Breeds in !

Districts 23 1320

British Columbia, Red River, and Algoma ’
DOMESTIC MISSIONS. (

Toronto Conference......................... 54 64 6081
London p Sl S N N 47 57 4578
Montreal R LT T e 74 80 6342
Nova Scotia Conference .,,.... .~ /""" 62 64 6269
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island

In addition to the number of ordained Missionaries, there are 15 Native
Assistants, and 5 Ministers on Circuits supplying small bands of Indians. There
are 33 Schools and 383 Teachers, and 21 Interpreters ; making a Paid Agency in
the Missionary Department of the Methodist Church of Canada, of 496.

In 1874 there were 231 Missions, being an increase of 178.
" o 259 Missionaries, b 163,
total Paid Agency, 820, being an increase of 176.
* 10 of these are Native Assistants,
t 6 of these are Native Japanese,
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This statistical review does not include the great im-
provement, in every respect, of the numerous churches
which have been erected and enlarged, and the parsonages
which have been purchased or built: nor the improved
modes of management and instruction in our Sunday-
schools ; nor the advance in the thorough training of our
ministers, and the manifest, and, I think, unparalleled
growth of pulpit power in the ministrations of our Church ;
in tho yearly advance of elevation and breadth of view
and culture of our Church periodicals ; in the improvement
of sacred music and literary associations in our congrega-
tions, and in the wide-spread and wide spreading moral and
intellectual influence of our educational institutions, pulpits,
and literature upon a large portion of the community not
formally connected with us in Church fellowship. But
these stutistics, imperfect and meagre as they are, prompt
us to say, “ What hath God wrought?” and excite in us
thankfulness and praise for the past, and animate and en-

courage us to more fervent devotion and labour for the
future.

All the institutions and departments of the work referred
to in these statistics are but in their infancy ; and they
will require your careful inquiry, and perhaps revision,
with a view to the utmost efficiency of their work and the
strictest economy of their management,

[ doubt not you will deem it necessary to revise and
improve the system of the transfer of preachers from one
conferential part of the work to another, when judged
necessary, as the experiment of a Transfer Committee, in-

troduced four years ago, has proved cumbrous, expensive
and inefficient,.

Equally, if not more, important will it be for you to
supply some principle or authority of connexional unity, as
at present our Connexion consists of a mere congeries of
co-oruinate annual Conferences, and your President is the
mere chairman of the General Conference, and is not even
a member of any annual Conference except that from which
he happens to have been elected. The oneness and unity
of the body of the Church obviously requires, not merely a
figure head, but a real head, like that of the head of the
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natural body, as illustrated by the example of the Methodist
Church both in England and in the United States,

In our deliberations on these various and ‘important
subjects, I trust we will study economy of time, practise dil-
igence of labour, exercise impartiality of Judgment, and
cultivate liberality and charity of spirit. There are two
sections of the second chapter of our Discipline worthy of
our special attention at this time, and are applicable alike
to laymen and ministers. The second section is headed,
“The necessity of union among ourselves.” The sixth sec-
tion is headed, “OQur Deportment at Conference,” and is
thus expressed in the words of the venerable Wesley :

“It is desired that all things be considered on these oc-
““ casions as in the immediate presence of God; that every
“ person speak freely whatever is in his heart,

“ Question. How may we best improve our time at the
‘“ Conference !

“ Answer. 1, While we are conversing [or discussing], let
‘““us have an especial care to set God always before us,
“2. In the intermediate hours, let us redeem all the time
we can for private exercises,
“3. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer for
“another, and for a blessing on our labours,”

‘“

one

There are some things which should ever be present and
fresh in our memories and hearts. We should never forget,
that Methodism was not born of faction, or division, or
party, but that it was the revival of primitive Protestant-
ism and of primitive ( ‘hristianity—that it commenced with
repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
in the hearts and lives of its converts, and that the sole pur-
pose of its origin and existence, is to spread Scriptural
holiness over the land—over all lands, Such is our calling
and vocation, Faithfulness to it is our safety, our duty,
our happiness.

Nor should we be less impressed with the recollection of
the vital doctrines which have characterized the ministra-
tions and work of Methodism from its birth to its maturity :—
the fall and depravity of man, his universal redemption
by the sacrifice and atonement of Christ, justification b
faith in Christ, regeneration, the witness of the Spirit,
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entire sanctification by the Holy Ghost, everlasting punish-
ment for the finally impenitent, and everlasting life for
the righteous. In these doctrines, truly believed and faith-
fully proclaimed, Methodism lives, moves, and has its being.
Fidelity to them has never been followed by failure ; the
diluting of them, or substituting anything else in their place,
has always been followed by failure.

The pure and patriotic statesman Phocian wisely re-
marked, that “no state ever ceased to be prosperous while
she adhered to those principles and institutions to which she
owed her prosperity.” This is no less true of the Church
than of the State, and if we, as ministers and members of the
Church, are loyal to the princinles and institutions that gave
us birth, and faithfully follow in the footsteps of our fathers
and predecessors, in the practice of their self-denials, the
diligence of their labours, and the depth and height of their
religious experience, we will best fulfil the trust committed
to us, and go on from conquering unto conquest,

But, above all, may we be impressed with the conviction
that the Samson lock of our strength consists not merely or
chiefly in the completeness of our organization, in the sym-
metry of our system, in the excellence of our discipline, or
even the purity of our doctrines, but in the perennial flow
and copious outpouring of the Holy Ghost, which renders
every agency and every work of the Church quick and power-
ful to the pulling down every stronghold of opposition and
planting the whole land with trees of righteousness. ““ Not
by might or by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.”
No opposition can be arrayed against us, by the principal-
ities and powers of darkness, whether in the form of infidel-
ity or mobocracy, of vice or ignorance, of civil or ecclesias-
tical persecution, which has not been defeated and overcome,
If our Canadian Methodism, under the power and plenitude
of the Holy Ghost, has increased, within the recollection of
some of us, in a new and wilderness country, from less than a
score of ministerial labourers to more than a thousand, the
members of our Church from less than ten thousand to more
than one hundred and twenty thousand, our mission tund
from a few hundred dollars to upwards of a hundred and
forty thousand dollars, #.ad our places of worship from a few

X
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frail “ meeting-houses ” to nearly two thousand commodious
churches, which now dot the land, besides our noble educa-
tional institutions, and nearly two thousand Sunday-schools,
what may we not expect in the future with our present
varied and potent apparatus of agency, if we are strong in
faith, fervent in spirit, and diligent in working ?  What
may the two hundred elected ministers and laymen, com-
posing this General Conference, be instrumental in doing,
even during our sojourn in this city, if each one seeks
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, seeks to make each family of
whose hospitality he partakes, better than he found it, and
evinces to all with whom he has intercourse that he has been
with Jesus, and that his sole aim is to glorify the Saviour by
living and spreading Scriptural holiness.

In retiring from the office with which you invested me
four years ago, I am deeply sensible how feebly and imper-
fectly 1 have performed its duties, though I have endeav-
oured to act faithfully, and how much I owe to your kind-
ness and indulgence. I return to that private station in the
ministry of the Church on which I entered early in 1825,
truly thankful for the Divine protection and blessing during
so long a public life, and resolved, by Divine grace, to spend
my last, as I have my early, daysin the service of my
Church and country, trusting to retain to the end an in-
terest in your sympathies and prayers. The long day of my
stormy life is closing with a cloudless evening sunshine, and
my hope of the future is bright and glorious.

At the close of the address, the Conference proceeded to
elect a President, whereupon—

The Rev. GEorGE Doucras, LL.D., was chosen,

On being welcomed to the chair by the retiring President,
the PRESIDENT-ELECT responded in appropriate terms, and
afterwards requested the Conference to elect a Secretary,

A ballot was taken and the Rev. A. SUTHERLAND was
chosen,

On motion it was resolved that the Conference adjourn

to-day at half-past twelve, and meet again at half-past two
o'clock.
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The ballot for the Assistant-ﬂecr(-tary was counted, and
D. AvuisoN, LL.D., was declared duly elected,

On motion it was resolved to prolong the session fifteen
minutes,

The ballot for a second Assistant-\,‘ecrvtal'y was counted,
and His Honor Jupnar Jones was declared duly elected.

The Rev. SAMUEL CoLEyY, Representative from the British
Conference, was introduced by the President, and briefly
addressed the Conference,

The benediction was pronounced, and the Clonference ad-

Journed at forty-five minutes past twelve o’clock.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

SEPTEMBER 4TH.

Conference met at half—past two o’clock. The President

in the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. G. S,
Milligan, A.M., and the Rev. Dr. Carroll.

lhe Minutes of the forenoon session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed by the Conference.

The PrESIDENT requested that the Rev. J. B. CLARKSON,
M.A., be permitted to take a seat on the platform, to assist
him with occasional notes, &c. Permission was granted.

The Conference then proceeded to elect a Vice-President,
and the Rev. SaMuEL DwigHT Rice, D.D., was chosen.

On nomination of the Secretary, the Rev. JouN BREDIN
was appointed Journal Secretary.

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Y. M. C. A.
of Montreal, offering to the Conference the privileges of
the Reading Room of that institution. The Secretary was
instructed to acknowledge the courtesy in suitable terms.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Potts, seconded by the Rev.
E. H. Dewart, the Rev. Richard Jones, a visitor from the
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Toronto (lonference, was invited to occupy a seat on the
Conference platform.

The Rev. Dr. Williams moved, seconded by the Rev. Dr.
Pickard,—
That a committee be appointed to draft rules for the

regulation of the debates of the General Conference, and to
report to-morrow morning.

[t was moved in amendment by the Rev. (. H. Davis,
seconded by Mr. Sheriff Patrick,—
That the Rules of Order for the regulating of the business
and debates of this Conference be the same as were adopted
18 by the last General Conierence, and printed in the Appendix
to the Book of Discipline, section 5, page 193,
A vote was taken, and the amendment prevailed.

The Secretary asked instructions as to making a record of
motions, amendments, &e., not adopted by the Conference.
Whereupon the Rev. Dr. Williams moved, seconded by
the Rev. Dr. Pickard,—

That all the business brought before this Conference shall
be recorded by the Secretary and placed in the Journal,

The resolution was adopted.

In reference to times of Conference sessions, the Rev. Dr.
( Evans moved, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Green, that the
" Conference meet at nine o’clock a.m., and adjourn at half-
past twelve ; meet again at half-past two p.m., and adjourn
at half-past five o'clock.

In amendment, it was moved by the Rev. Dr, Sanderson,
and seconded by the Rev. Dr, Stewart, shat the Conference
shall meet at nine o'clock a.m., and adjourn at one p.m.

As an amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by Mr. D, Wallace, that
the Conference meet at nine a.m., and adjourn at twelve -
meet again at two p.m., and adjourn at half-past five o’clock.

The amendment to the amendment was carried.
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It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Pickard, seconded by the

lev, James Gray,—

That a Committee be appointed to nominate all Commiittees,
standing and special, which may be ordered by this General
Conference, such Committee to consist of one minister and
one layman from each Annual Conference, such election to
be by ballot, by the delegation from such Annual Conference.

In amendment, it was moved by Mr. Warring Kennedy,
seconded by the Rev. N. R. Willoughby, A.M.,- -

That a Committee on Nominations be appointed, to consist
of one minister and one layman from each Annual Conference,
to be elected by ballot by the delegates of said Annual Con-
ferences, whose duty it shali be to consider and report upon
the following subjects : (1) What Committees are necessary ;
(2) The persons of whom they shall be severally composed.

A vote was taken and the original resolution was sus-
tained.

The Rev. Dr. Williams movéd, seconded by Mr, David
Plewes,—

That the Conference adjourn for half an hour to enable
the Representatives of the various Conferences to elect mem-
bers of the Committee on Nominations,

The resolution was adopted, and lhe Conference adjourned
for the purpose stated in the resolution.

Conference resumed its session at four o’clock, p.m., when
the following persons were reported as constituting the
Nominaiing Committee :—

Toronto Conference.—Rev.John Shaw, Warring Kennedy,

London Conference.—Rev. E. B, Ryckman, M.A., David
Plewes.

Montreal Conference.—Rev. Dr. Elliott, Sheriff Patrick

Nova Scotia Conference—Rev. 8. F. Huestis, J. B.
Morrow.

New Brunswick and P. E. I. Conference.—Rev. Joseph
Hart, J. R. Inch, LL.D.

Newfoundland Conference.—Rev, James Dove.
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[t was moved by the Rev. Dr, Pickard, seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Sanderson,—

That Standing Committees be appointed on each of the
following  subjects, viz, :— 1. Missions ; 2. Education ;
3. Puhlishing Interests ; 4. Sund;ty Schools ; 5. [tinerancy;
6. State of the Church : 7. Discipline.—('arried

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. (
Rev. J. H, Starr,—

That Committees he appointed on the Superannuation

Fund, the Contingent Fund, the Children’s Fund, and on
Memorials,—Carried.

rreen, seconded by the

[t was moved by I. B. Aylesworth, M.D., seconded by
Mr. John Adams,—

That the Nominating Committee be directed to select a
Committee on thé subject of Temperance, —Carried,

[t was moved by the Rev.
W. Williams,—

That a Committee be appointed on Administration
Discipline.

J. Gray, seconded by the Rev.

of

[t was moved in amendment by the Rev A, Sutherland
seconded by Judge Jones,—

That a Committee be appointed on the
the Church.

Government of

[t was moved as an amendment to the amendment, by
the Rev. W. 8. Blackstock. and seconded by the Rev. G, H.
Davis,— .

That whereas it has been intimated that there has been
some difference of opinion among the several Annual Con-
ferences in respect to certain questions of law leading to
difference of adnlinistmtion; therefore, Resolved,—That a
Committee be appointed to consider the advisability of
adopting some measures in order to secure greater uniform-
ity of Annual Conference action.

A vote having been taken on the several motions, the
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The Rev. Dr. Rose moved, and Mr. Warring Kennedy

seconded,—

That the N()minating Committee be requested to appoint
a Committee on Finance.—Carried,

The Rev. Dr. Nelles moved, and the Rev. K. H. Dewart
seconded,—

That the N ominating Committee be requested to nominate

a Committee to consider the Course of Study for Proba-
tioners —Curried,

The Rev.J. G. Angwin gave notice of motion as follows :—

That a Special Committee be appointed to take into
consideration the desirability of inaugurating » scheme of
Church Extension for this General Conference ; and if said
Committee deem such a scheme advisable or necessary, it
report a constitution and rules for the examination of this
General Conference,

The Conference adjourned at half-past five,

THURSDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 5TH.

Conference met at nine o'clock.
chair.

The President in the

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. James
Taylor, President of the Nova Scotia Conference.

Tha minutes of yesterday’s afternoon session were read by
the Se.  ary and confirmed by the Conference,

It wa. aved by the Rev. Dr. Carroll and seconded by
Dr. Norris,—

That a Committee be appointed to collect the Statistios of
the Church and report to the next (leneral Conference,

The resolution was laid on the table.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Williams and seconded by
the Rev. Dr, Sanderson,— v
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That the Rules of Order adopted yesterday be amended
80 as to read,—I1st. Petitions and Memorials, in calling of

which the Journal order of Conferences shall be observed,

In amendment, it was moved by Mr. Warring Kennedy,
and seconded by the Rev. J. Shaw,—

That a Committee be a
Rules of Order
same,

ppointed to consider the standing
, With power to propose amendments to the

Pending the discussion, it was moved by the Rev. Dr.
Rice, and seconded by the Rev. Dr, Green,—

That the Rules of Order adopted yesterday be recon-
sidered.

The motion to reconsider was carried, after which the re-
solution movediby the Rev. Dy, Williams was apodted.

The Rev. W. 8. Griffin o

gave notice of the following
motion :—

That section 4 of Rules of Order be amended to read as
follows: All motions or resolutions shall be submitted in
writing, and read first by the Proposer and then by the
Secretary, before being discussed by the Conference.

It was moved by the Secretary of Conference, and
seconded by Mr, W, H. Lecch,—

That a Notice Paper lie on the Secretary’s table, on which
shall be entered all notices of motion, and that such motions

shall be called up for discussion in the order in which they
appear on the said paper.

The resolution was adopted.

The Rev. E. B. Ryckman, on behalf of the Committee on
Nominations, presented Report No. 1, as follows :—

On mot
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I. COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.
(23 Members.)

Dr. Young,
Alex. Sutherland.
John Shaw.

Dr. Williams.
James Gray.

J. B. Clarkson.
Wm. Hansford.
Alex. Campbell.
James Taylor.
S. F. Huestis.
Joseph Hart.
Dr. Pickard.

Rev. James Dove.

w J. S. Peach.
Warring Kennedy.
John Macdonald, M.P.
W. E. Sanford.
Alex. Johnston.
Hon. jas. Ferrier.
Sheriff Patrick.
Henry Cunningham.
J. B. Morrow.

W. E. Dawson.

[I. COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.
(22 Members.)

Dr. Ryerson.

Dr. Nelles.

Dr. Burwash.

Dr. Potts.

Dr. Rice.

W. R. Parker, M.A.
D. G. Sutherland, LL.B.
W. 1. Shaw, LL.B.

J. W. Sparling, B.D.
Cranswick Jost, M.A.
W. C. Brown.

Dr. Stewart.

Rev. Joseph Hart.

w John Lathern.

w G. S. Milligan, M.A.
Wm. Beatty, LL.B.
Judge Jones.

Thomas Hilliard.
Thomas Elliott.
Michael Lavell, M.D.
D. Allison, LL.D.

J. R. Inch, LL.D.
Hon. ]. Ferrier.

[II. COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS.
(21 Members.)

. Dr. Rose.

E. H. Dewart.

N. R. Willoughby, M.A.
Dr. Rice.

E. B. Ryckman, M.A.
D. Savage.

Wm. Scott.

S. Bond.

A. W. Nicolson.

W. H. Heartz.

D. D. Currie.

On motion, the Report was adopted.

Rev. H. Sprague, M.A.
n G. S. Milligan, M. A,
E. Coatsworth.
Warring Kennedy.
Noah Phelps.
David Plewes.
Hon. James Ferrier.
S. E. Mitchell.
Hon. S. L. Shannon.
A. A. Stockton.
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The following Notices of Motion were presented : —

By the Rey. H. F. Bland,—

Whereas much irregularity exists in the administration
of our Discipline with respect to Class-meeting attendance,
and arising from this much perplexity in the minds of
many of our ministers ;

And whereas there is a widespread conviction that our
Church polity, in this respect, admits of modification ;

Resolved—That a Special Committee be appointed to
review the whole question, and report to an early session of
the present Conference.

By Mr. Warring Kennedy,—

That the following be incorporated in .the Standing
Rules of Order :

(1) All motions involving an expenditure of money, or
the reduction of our income, from any source whatever,

shall be referred to the Committee on Finance to report
thereon.

(2) When any question is referred to a Committee, it
shall be out of order for a member to introduce a motion in
Conference involving the same subject until the Committee
shall have reported thereon.

By the Hon. 8. L. Shannon,—

That the Committee on Government take into consideration
such measures as will tend to ensure the more harmonious
working of the Methodist Church of Canada during the
intervals of the sessions of the General Conference, and
report thereon at an early day.

By Mr. W. E. Dawson,—

That it is expedient that Lay Representation be introduced
into the Annual Conferences on the same basis as in the
Greneral Conference,

The Rev. E. Robson moved, and the Rev. W. McGill
seconded, the following resolution, which was adopted,—

That the Committee on Nominations be instructed to
nominate a Committee on Public Worship to which any
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METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE. 19
Resolutions or Memorials relating to that subject may be
referred.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rose, and seconded by
the Rev. Dr. Potts,—

That a Committee be appointed, to which shall be referred
the Schedules now in use by the three Western Conferences,
with a view to the adoption of a uniform Schedule for all
the Conferences embraced in this General Conference, and
that said Committee shall consist of two members from each
Annual Conference, to be appointed by the Committee on
Nominations.—Carried.

The call for Memorials was taken up, whereupon the
following were presented and read, and referred to the
various Committees, namely :—

From the Quarterly Official Meeting of the Metropolitan
Church, Toronto, in regard to order of public worship.
Referred to Committee or. Public Worship,

From the same, in regard to extension of pastoral term.
Referred to Committee on Itinerancy.

From the Walkerton Financial District Meeting, in
regard to transfer of that District to the London Confer-
ence. Referred to Committee on Boundaries.

From the Rev. Mr. Lund, in reference to the Children's
Fund. Referred to ( ‘'ommittee on Children’s Fund.

From the Sarnia District, in regard to certain changes
in Discipline. Referred to Committee on Discipline.

From Brant Avenue Church, Brantford, in regard to
extension of pastoral term. Referred to Committee on
[tinerancy.

From the same in regard to Ministerial Candidates.
Referred to Committee on Course of Study.

From Wellington Street Church, Brantford, in regard to
extension of pastoral term. Referred to Committee on
Itinerancy.

From the same, in regard to the Children’s Fund. Re-
ferred to Committee on Children’s Fund,
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[t was moved by the Rev. W, (. Henderson, and
Conded by the Rev. James Gray,--

se-

That the Nominnting Committee be instruc

ted to nominate
a Committee on Boundaries.—Carried.

The Rcceptiun of Memorials was resumed -

From Dorchester Street Church, Montreal, in reference to
certain exemptions from Children’s Fund Assessment. Re-
ferred to the Committee on the Relation of Children to the

Churéh.

On motion, the Order of Business wa
upon it was

Moved by Mr. A. Mciloberts, seconded by the I
Gray,—

8 suspended, where-

ev. Jas.

That a Committee be appointed to consider the relation
of Children to the Church.—-Cazrried.

Order of business was resumed, and the following addi-

tional Memorials were presented :

From the Nova Scotia Conference, in regard to an in-
crease of representatives on Quarterly Boards. Referred to
the Committee on Discipline.

From the same. in regard to basis of mmnl;ershi]) in our

Church. Referred to the Committee on (lass Meetings.

From the same, in regard to a naval chapel in Bermuda.
Referred to the Committee on Missions.

Froia the same, in veference to the composition of the
Stationing Committee. Referred to the Committee on
[tinerancy.

From the New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island
Conference, in regard to Transfers, Referred to the Com-
mittee on Discipline.

From the same Conference, on the subject of a Book
Room in St. John. Referred to the Committee on Pub
lishing Interests.

Permission was given to withdraw a Memorial of the
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Isl
the subject of Missions.

and Conference on
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From the Newfoundland Conference, in regard to a Book
Room in St. John’s. Referred to the Clommittee on Pub-
lishing Interests.

From the same Conference, in regard to the Hymn Book.

Referred to the same Committee,

From the same Conference, in regard to changes in Dis
cipline. Referred to the Committee on Discipline.

From the Whithy District, in regard to the appointment
of one Missionary Secretary. Referred to the Committee
on Missions,

From the same, in regard to the Superannuation Fund.
Referred to Committee on said Fund.

From the same, in regard to Circuit invitations to min-
isters. Referred to Committee on Discipline.

From the same, in regard to distribution of Parsonage
property, on the division of a Circuit. Referred to Com-
mittee on Course of Study.

On motion, it was resolved that the report of the Central
Board of the Missionary Society be the first order of the
day for Monday next.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Potts and seconded by the
Rev. T. W. Jeffery,—

That the order of the day, on Tuesday morning next, be
the consideration of the report of the Hymn Book Committee.

The motion was adopted.

The hour for adjournment having arrived, the session was,
on motion, prolonged half an hour.

[t was moved by Mr. J. B. Lane, seconded by David
Plewes,—

That the Nominating Committee be instructed to strike
a Committee on Church and Parsonage Property.—Carried.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE,
By Mr. W. H. Leech :—

That no Annual Conference or Stationing Committee
shall have power to divide any District or alter the
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boundaries thereof, unless such contemplated change be first
submitted to the District Meeting of such District, and
carried by a two-thirds majority of the members present.
Referred to the Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. R. Duncan :—

Whereas it has been found difficult, if not impossible, to

organise Trust Boards on many of our Curcuits and Missions
according to the Discipline ;

)

Therefore Resolved,—That the Committee on Discipline be
requested to consider the expediency of so changing that
part of the Discipline which requires all Trustees to be
Members of our Church as to render eligible to the office
of Trustee, under proper restrictions, Members of our
Congregations.

By John Beatty, M.D, :—

I will move that section 4, sub-section («) on the General
Conference be so amended as to provide for the election of
an alternate or alternates, to supply the place of delegates
who cannot attend the sessions of the (Jeneral Conference.

By the Rev. (. H. Cornish :—
y

That section 4 on page 114 of the Discipline under “Sources
of Income,” for the Superannuated Ministers’ Fund, be so
amended as to read, “ From the Annual Subscriptions of all
our Ministers and Probationers in the Active Work, which
shall not be less than one and one-half per cent. on the
amount of salary, the term salary being understood to include
the items of salary, board, and fuel as now returned in the
Church Schedules ; to be paid to the Financial Secretary, &e.

By the Rev. J. G. Laird,—

That under our present confederated system of Church
Government, this General Conference deems it inexpedient,
except in cases of extreme necessity, for an Annual Con-
ference to elect General Conference officers to offices the
duties of which continue during the year, and which involye
time and labour.

By the Rev. J. A. Rogers,—

That the Committee on Discipline be requested so to
amend Ans 1, to Ques. 1, on the trial of accused members,
)
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as to make the provisions for trial applicable to all circuits
and stations in the several Annual Conferences.

Additional memorials were received :— From the Kingston
Circunit, Montreal Conference, on Lay Delegation. Referred

to Committee on Discipline.

The following overture by the Rev. Dr, Carroll was re-
ferred to the Committee on Disvipline T

Overture on the 3rd Section of Discipline, page 21.

l. The Title of the Section to read, as amended, thus,—

ON THE OBLIGATIONS TO ATTEND ALL THE MEANS OF
(GRACE.

2. The emendation of the 3rd Question and Answers :—
To read as amended :—Ques. 3. What shall we do with
those members of our Church who, while they are blameless
in morals and attend public worship, nevertheless, wilfully
and habitually neglect family worship, the society meetings
(such as prayer and class-meetings), and the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper ; or any one of them ¢

Ans. 1. Let the Superintendent of the circuit personally,
or mediately through his colleagues, visit and expostulate
with them, showing them the necessity of fulfilling those
obligations of church members, and warning them of their
exclusion from the church-roll if they continue to neglect.

Ans. 2. If they do not amend, let him who has the
charge of the circuit exclude them (in the Church), showing
that they are laid aside for a breach of our rules, and not
tor immoral conduct.

A letter was read from Mr. G, Cruickshank, Secretary of
the Mechanics’ Institute, offering to the Conference the privi-
leges of the Reading Rooms of that institution. The Sec-
retary was instructed to acknowledge the courtesy.

The following notice of reference was given by the Reyv.
Dr. Williams :—
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That the answer to question 3, page 36 of the Discipline
of '74 be so altered and amended as to read—¢ All members
of Conference and preachers on trial in each District, and
(except during the examination of ministerial character) the
Recording Stewards of the several circuits and missions, &c.

That question third, page 38 of the Discipline of 1874 be
placed after question twentieth.

That paragraph 2, under the head of Financial Distriet
Meetings, page 49, be so altered and amended as to read in
the last clause—¢ Which shall be reported by the Chairman
to the President of the Annual Conference and to the Mis-
sionary Secretaries,

Referred to the Committee on Discipline.,

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Pickard, it was resolved that when Conference ad-
Journs, it shall stand adjourned to meet at four o'clock p.m.

Conference adjourned at half-past twelve,

THURSDAY AFTERN( JON,
SEPTEMBER, 5TH.

Conference resumed at four o’clock p.m. The President in
the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Joseph
Hart, President of the N. B. and P. E. I. Conference.

The minutes of the forenoon session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed by the Conference.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Sanderson and seconded by
the Rev. E. B. Ryckman, MA.—

That in notices of motion the name of the person giving
notice be sufficient, in connection with such notice.

In amendment it was moved by J. R. Inch, LL.D., and
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Stewart,—

That any notice of motion shall have appended to it the

names of at least two members of Conference as mover and
seconder,
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A point of order as to the legitimacy of the amendment
was raised by the Rev. E. B. Harper, M.A., but was not
sustained.

The original motion was carried.

A Memorial from Graduates of Victoria College, asking
for a change of charter, was presented. Referred to the
Committee on Education.

The Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., on behalf of the Nom-
inating Committee, presented Report No. 2, as follows :—

[V. COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
(21 Members.)

Rev. Charles Fish. Warring Kennedy.
« W. H. Laird. J. Brenton.
Wm. Briggs. J. K. Griffin.
A. Andrews. M. S. Smith.
W. C. Henderson, M.A.  Johnson Harrison.
Wn.. Galbraith. A. C. Allison.
v J. T. Pitcher. T. P. Cairns.
n  W. C. Brown. Dr. Miller.
»  Dr. Pope. Stewart Burns,
v Jas. Dove. Hon. W. G. Strong.
A. Rowley.

V. COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE.
(28 Members.)

Rev. John Shaw. Rev. Dr. Pickard.
w J. E. Betts. v D. D. Currie.
w E. B. Harper, M.A. » R. Duncan,
n D. C. McDowell. « G. S. Milligan, M. A,
v Dr. Williams. n James Dove.
n  Dr. Sanderson. n  Wm, Tindall.
n A, Langford. Dr. Beatty.
n E. B. Ryckman, M.A. J. W. Armstrong.
n  Geo. McRitchie. J. H. Beatty.
w G, H. Davis. Capt. Sullivan.
v Dr. Elliott. Sheriff Patrick.
v R. A. Temple. W. H. Lambly.
w J. A. Rogers. Hon. S. L. Shannon.

S. F. Huestis. W. E. Dawson.
8
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VI. COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY, [X. C

(21 Members.)

Rev. Dr. Potts. Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A., E Rev. Williz
n John Learoyd. n James Dove. L w T, 8
v William Tindall. Dr. Norris. n Geor;
n R. Fowler, M.D, Thomas Holtby. Jame:
n John Wakefield. Isaac Langford. n  Leroy
n G. H. Cornish, John McCausland. nw E. A,
v John Borland. Sidney Warner. w ] G
n R, Whiting. C. J. Bishop. w R. Di
w James Taylor. J. B. Morrow. 3
v R. A, Temple. J. R. Inch, LL.D, X, (
w Dr. Stewart, o
7 — ATATE AR I £ 15 -
VII. COMMITTEE ON THE STATE OF HE CHURCH, Rev. J. H.
(21 Members.) w T.S
Rev. Dr. Jeffers. Rev. John Lathern, 3 . ‘{\Ohf}
n E. Clement. ‘ n G. S. Milligan, M.A. 3 g W. S
1 n E. H. Dewart. Stephen Washington. 8- " C
. w Thomas Cosford. I. B. Aylesworth, M.D. ' {—i F
v Wm. Willoughby. James Wilson. ' el
n  Wm, McDonagh. George Webster. ' Seli?)
n L. N. Beaudry. Robert Kenny, - O‘
» E. Robson. John Adams. o
n  G. O. Huestis. [srael Longworth. A ! G
w J. A. Rogers. Hon. W. G. Strong. o ! {) P
. l r.
n Dr. Pope. ;
VIIT. COMMITTEE ON THE SUPERANNUATION FUND. ';j
(21 Members.)
Rev. K. Creighton. Rev. H. Sprague, M.A. Rev. J. G. ]
n Dr. Green. n J. S. Peach. nw T. W,
n John Dousé. Thomas Nixon. 3 n K. Cr
n  Dr. Sanderson, G. A. Cox. n  James
n W. S. Griffin. A. McRoberts. 4 n James
v William Williams. A. S. Fisher. v Willia
n T, G. Williams. James Fish. 4 n  Alexa
! n  William McGill. James Bissell. b nw G, O,
i n A, W. Nicolson. ' A. B. Black. 3 no Jo S (
¥ | n J. S. Coffin. J. N. Coates. E n John
{‘ n  Dr. PiCkard. g " James
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. William Briggs.

T. S. Keough.

George Richardson.

James Hannon.
Leroy Hooker.
E. A. Stafford.
J. G. Angwin.
Duncan.

R.
X. COMMITTEE ON THE CHILDREN’S FUND.

J. H. Starr.
T. S. Keough.
John Hunt,

A. E. Russ, M.A.

W. S. Griffin.
J. C. Slater.
H. F. Bland.
Leroy Hooker.
S. Bond.
James Taylor.
W. H. Heartz.
J. G. Angwin,
Dr. Pope.

Rev. J. G. Laird.

T. W. Jeffery.
K. Creighton.
James Graham

James McAlister.
William Hansford.
Alexander Campbell.

G. O. Huestis.
J. S. Coffin.

John Lathern.
James Dove.

XI. COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS.

I[X. COMMITTEE ON THE CONTINGENT FUND.
(16 Members.)
Rev. J. S. Peach.

G. W. Webbh.
Thomas Driffill,
W. E. Sanford.
Robert Hay.

E. 5. Orr,
Stewart Burns.
J. N. Coates.

(26 Members.)

Rev. D. D. Currie.
w C. H Paisley, M.A.
G. S. Milligan, M.A.
w J. S. Peach.

John Francis.

Thomas Bowles.

David Plewes.
J. B. Lane.
W. M. Gray.

Joseph H. Smith.

G. B. Hume.
A. B. Black.
A. A. Stockton.

(21 Members.)

J. R. Dundas.

James Manning.
Donald Wallace.

Nelson Howell.
R. C. Palmer.
R. A. Gibson.
James Irvine.

Israel Longworth.

Alired Rowley.
J. N. Coates.




28 JOURNAL OF THE

XII. COMMITTEE ON COURSE OF STUDY AN
(22 Members.)

Rev. E. B. Harper, M.A. Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A.
w  Dr. Burwash, »  G. S. Milligan, M.A.
n John Bredin, v Dr. Nelles.

n  Dr. Sanderson. W. H. Beatty, LL.B.
n R, Fowler, M.D. Dr. Beatty.

n W. R. Parker, M.A. Judge Jones.
v J. W. Sparling, B.D. Joseph H. Smith.
Dr. Elliott. Sheriff Patrick.

n  C. Jost, M.A.
nw  W. C. Brown.
v Dr. Stewart.

W. H. Lambly.
I. Longworth.

J- R. Inch, LL.D.
It was moved by the Rev. Dr,

Pickard, seconded fby the
Rev. Dr. Sanderson, and

Resolved,-—That the Standing Committees be allowed to
retire as sodn as possible, after their appointment, to complete
their organization by the election of a Chairman and a
Secretary for each ; and that the results of such elections be
reported to the Conference, and entered on the Journal,
and indicated in the printed lists of these Committees,

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rose, seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That this Conference adjourn so soon as the Se
the Nomination Committee shall h
posing the various Committees,

cretary of
ave read the names com-

The resolution was carried, and the ( ‘onference adjourned
at half-past five o'clock.

FRIDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 67y,

The Conference met at nine o’clock.

The President
the chair.

in

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. E, B,

Harper, A.M., President of the Toronto Conference,

|1878.

D EXAMINATIONS.

B T R R b S B

1878.]

The Min
by the Secy

The orde
for. The f

From Lo
ence, in reg
and Distric
cipline.

From the
Constitution
mittee on C

From the
Preachers.

From the
Property, ir
to Committe

From the

Fund. Ref

From the
didates for
Course of St

From the
Book of Dis
Interests.

From the
Missionary

From the
meeting. L

From the
Referred to

From the
Fund. Refe

From the
the Province
lishi..g Inter



{AMINATIONS.

sley, M.A.
igan, M.A.

LL.B.

.

).

nded {I»y the

 allowed to
 to complete
'man and a
elections be
he Journal,
ittees.

ded by the

iecretary of
names com-

> adjourned

IBER 6TH,

resident in

Rev. E. B,

1ce,

|1878.

1878.] METHODIST GENERAL 29

-

CONFERENCE,

The Minutes of yesterday’s afternoon session were read
by the Secretary and confirmed by the Conference.

MEMORIALS.

The order of the day was taken up, and Memorials called
for. The following were presented :—

From Local Preachers and others in the Toronto Confer-
ence, in regard to right of appeal from decisions of Quarterly
and District Meetings. Referred to the Committee on Dis-
cipline.

From the London Conference, in regard to alterations in
Constitution of the Children’s Fund. Referred to Com-
mittee on Children’s Fund.

From the same, in regard to the examination of Local
Preachers. Referred to the Committec on Discipline.

From the same, in regard to the ¢ .vision of Parsonage
Property, in the event of the division of a ( ‘ircuit. Referred
to Committee on Church Property.

From the Montreal Conference in regard to the Children’s
Fund. Referred to Committee on said Fund.

From the same, in regard to a Course of Study for Can
didates for the French work. Referred to Committee on
Course of Study.

From the same, in regard to a French Translation of the

Book of I)iscipline. Referred to Committee on Puhlishing
Interests.

From the same, in regard to the management of the
Missionary Society. Referred to Committee on Missions.

From the same, in regard to rule on attendance at class-
meeting. Laid on the table,

From the same, in regard to Stanstead Wesleyan College.
Referred to the Committee on Education.

From the same, in regard to Contingent Commutation
Fund. Referred to Committee on Contingent Fund.

From the same, in regard to a Methodist Periodical in

the Province of Quebec. Referred to Committee on Pub-
lishi..g Interests,
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From the same, in regard to Text-books for Course of
Study. Referred to Committee on Course of Study.

From the same, in regard to a Change in the Time of
Annual Conference Sessions. Referred to Committee on
Discipline.

From the same, in regard to Extension of Pastoral Term.
Referred to Committee on Itinerancy.

From the same, in regard to election of Alternates or Sub-
stitutes. Referred to Committee on Discipline.

From the same, in regard to Transferred Ministers. Re-
terred to Committee on [tinerancy.

From the Perth District, Montreal Conference, in regard
to Public Collections, instead of Anniversary Meetings, on
behalf of the Educational Society. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Education.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE,
Notices of Reference were given as follows :—
By the Rev. J. H. Starr, in regard to study of Catechism.
Referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools.
By the Rev. J. G. Laird, in regard to Lay Delegation in
Annual Conferences. Referred to Committee on Discipline.
By the Rev. E. Clement, in regard to composition of

Committees for trial of Church members. Referred to Com-
mittee on Discipline.

By the Rev. J. Douse, in regard to a change in Discipline,
Referred to Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. W, Galbraith, in vegard to the duties of
Superintendents. Referred to Committee on Discipline.

Notices of motion were presented as follows and laid on
the table :—

By the Rev. E, Robson,
PUBLICATION OF SALARIES,

Resolved,—That, in the Judgment of this General Con-
ference, it would be wise to enter, in the printed minutes
of each Annual Conference, the amount of salary paid to
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each minister and preacher, inclusive of what may have
been received from Connexional Funds, but exclusive of the
allowances for rent, horse-keeping and moving expenses.

By the Rev. E. Robson,—

BAPTISM OF PROBATIONERS.

That the following clause be added to the Directory
relating to Baptism: Let the minister, when receiving
persons on trial for membership, particularly enquire
whether or not they have been baptized, and, if not, let that
rite be administered at the close of their term of probation.

By the Rev. E. Robson,—

POWER TO ORDAIN,

That provision be made, in the revised Discipline of our
Church, for the ordination of Probationers for our ministry,
in Missionary Districts, by the Chairmen of those Districts,
upon due authorization by the Annual Conference within
the jurisdiction of which such Missionary Districts may be
situate.

By the Rev. E. Robson,—

ON BAND SOCIETIES.

That Section 4, Chapter 3, Part 1st of the Book of Dis-
cipline be omitted in the next edition, believing, as we do,
that thie Band Societies therein referred to have been almost,

if not altogether, discontinued in connection with our
Church.
A notice of motion by the Rev. E, Robson, regarding

“ Forbidden Diversions,” was referred to the Committee on
Discipline.

A notice of motion by the Rev. E, Robson, regarding

“ Versing Hymns,” was referred to the Committee on Public
Worship.

Further notice of motion was given as follows ;—
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By the Rev. E. Robson,—

USE OF TOBACCO BY MINISTERS,

Whereas there is a rule, in the Disc
Church, requiring all Probationers for our ministry to
abstain from the use of tobacco ; and whereas there is no
I perceptible diminution in its use amongst us; and whereas
"1 there is reason to believe that the present position and
f treatment of the subject is calculated to encourage invidious
” distinctions, if not, indeed, the trifling with consciences ;
i therefore, Resolved,—That the disciplinary question in refer-
ence to tobacco and drams be added to those asked annually
respecting Ministers and Probationers alike ; provided, that
this shall only apply to those ministers and preachers who
have been received on trial since the union of the different

bodies now constituting the Methodist Church of Canada.

A notice of reference by the Rev. E. Robson,
the extension of the pastor
Committee on Itinerancy.

A notice of reference by the Rev. W. R, Parker, M. A.,
regarding change of the
mittee on Discipline.

A notice of reference by the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A.,
regarding verbal alterations in the Discipline, was referred
to the Committee on Discipline.

Further notices of
laid on the table :—

By Mr. John Francis,—

I hereby give notice that I will on to-morrow move g
resolution to prevent any amount being kept b
purpose whatever from Superannuated Mini
Superannuated Ministers’ Fund.
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il L hereby give notice that I will on to-morrow introduce
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By Mr. Thos. Hilliard,—

That in the election of representatives to the General
Conference, the several Missionary Boards and the District
Meetings, provision should be made for the appointment of
substitutes to take the place of representatives unable to
attend.

The Rev. W. S. Griffin gave notice of motion regarding
Book of Discipline, which was referred to the Committee on
Discipline.

The Rev. C. H. Paisley gave notice of motion regarding
the Course of Study, which was referred to Committee on
the Course of Study.

The Rev. C. H. Paisley, M. A., gave notice of the follow-
ing motion,—

Whereas (by Discipline, p. 44, 5. 16) candidates for our
ministry who, after their reception on trial, may spend two
years at a University or Theological School, shall be allowed
one year on their probation ; and whereas in the case of
those who, during their probation, proceed to a degree, two
years shall be allowed; and whereas it is desirable, as
much as possible, to encourage those who seek to enter our
ministry to acquire a Collegiate education before presentin
themselves for reception on trial ; therefore, Resolved, That
permission be granted to annual Conferences to allow one
year on their probation to graduates who may be received
on trial for the ministry ; said year not to be counted till
the expiration of the third year.

The notice was laid on the table,

The Rev. J. Wakefield gave notice of motion regarding
Quarterly Official Meetings, which was referred to the
Committee on Discipline,

The Rev. C. Jost, M.A., gave notice of the following
motion,—

That the General Conference authorize the insertion in
the Discipline of a clause to the effect that any member of

our Church who is able to support the ministry and insti-
3*
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tutions of the Church, and does not do 80, be dropped from
the membership of the Church,

Laid on.the table.

The Rev. G. H. Cornish gave notice of motion regarding
the Superannuation Fund, which was referred to the Super-
annuation Fund Committee,

The Rev. R. Duncan gave notice of motion regarding
Financial District Meetings, which was referred to the Com
mittee on Discipline,

The Rev. Dr. Rice gave notice of motion on the Location
of Ministers, which was referred to the Committee on Dis-
cipline,

The Rev. R. Fowler, M.D., gave notice of motion regard-
ing the Stationing Committee, which was referred to the
Committee on [tinerancy.

The Rev. Dr. Evans gave notice of motion regarding
changes in the Discipline, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Discipline,

The Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M.A., gave notice of motion
regarding the composition of the Stationing Committee,
which was referred to the Committee on Discipline.

The Rev. J. B. Clarkson also gave notice of the following
motion,—

That Section IV, of the Discipline be amended so as to
read,—*“ The President of the General Conference and the
Presidents of the Conferences affected by the transfer.”

The motion was laid on the table.

Dr. Allison gave notice of motion regarding the election

of lay representatives, which was referred to the Committee
on Discipline.

The Rev. Dr. Jefters moved the following resolution,

which was seconded by the Rev. A, Sutherland,—

That the Standing Committees be directed to report
distinetly on each document specially referred to them.
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[t was moved in amendment by the Rev. S. Bond, and
seconded by the Rev. W, T, Shaw, L1..B.,—

That it be left discretionary with the Committees as to

whether they shall report on ev
them.

The amendment was carried.
On motion the Order of Business was suspended to receive

ery resolution referred to

Report No. 3 of the Nominating Committee, which was
presented by the Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., as follows :— -

The Committee recommend the following additions,
namely :

Rev. Dr. Nelles, to Commi

Hon. ]. Ferrier,
Hon. J. Ferrier,

“

ttee on Course of Study.
Education.
[tinerancy.

Rev. J. Hart,
Alex. Johnston,

J. R. Inch, LL.D.,

S. S. Junkin,
E. H. Dewart,
H. F. Bland,

T. G. Williams,
J. T. Pitcher,

[
[

Publishing Interests.
‘"

Discipline.

Superan’d Ministers’ Fund.

Children’s Fund.
13

XIII. COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE.
(22 Members.)

Rev. P. Addison.

John S, Clark,

Jas. Preston.
Thomas Brock.

|
\
|

N. R. Willoughby, M.A.f

David Savage.
T. G. Williams.
Alex. Campbell.
G. O. Huestis.
J. S. Coffin.

D. D. Currie.

|

A. Rowley.

Rev. John Lathern.
v James Dove.
W. H. Beatty, LL.B.

Thomas Nixon.

R. W. McKenzie.

Captain Sullivan.
J. K. Griffin.

Dr. Lavell.

A. C. Allison

Dr. Miller.
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(24 Members.)

Rev. Dr. Ryerson.
n  Dr. Jeffers.
+ Dr. Young,
n  James Gray.
w Joseph H. Robinson,
n  Matthew Swann.
n Leroy Hooker.
v E. A, Stafford.
n A, W, Nicolson.
n James Taylor.
w D. D. Currie.
n H. Sprague, M.A.

Rev. D. M¢éDonald, M.D,
n  William Briggs,
n Dr. Evans,
n James Hannon,
v W. H. Heartz.
v William Hansford,
v R. Duncan,
n J. S. Peach,

XV, COMMITTEE oN FINANCE,
(16 Members.)

Rev. Dr, Stewart,
n G. S. Milligan, M.A.
n James Dove.,
W. H. Austin.
T. C. Demill.
William Latimer.
S. S. Junkin.
Henry Cunningham.
S. E. Mitchell.
Hon. S. L. Shannon.
D. Allison, LL.D.
W. E. Dawson.

E. Coatsworth.
Thomas Bowles.
John E. Carson.
William Tasker.
Dr., Miller.

Robert Kenny.
Thomas Elliott,
Hon. W, G. Strong.

XVI.. COMMITTEE ON RELATION OF CHILDREN TO THE
CHURCH.

(21 Members.)

Rev. Dr. Carroll,
" Dr. Jeﬂ-ers.
n J. H. Starr.
n Dr. Evans.
n Charles Lavell,
n  John Philp.
n  J. T. Pitcher.
v Dr. Elliott,
" R. A. Temple.
n C. Jost, M.A.
n  Dr. Stewart.

The Report was adopted,

Rev. Joseph Hart,
n G. S. Milligan,
Thomas Nixon.
J. Rosevear,
Thos. McKittrick.
W. H. Leech.
James H. Smith.
John Adams,
A. B. Black. .
Hon. W, G. Strong,
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¢ CHURCH. The Order of Business was further suspended to allow the
Standing Committees to report their organization. Com-
mittees reported as follows :—
n, M.A. - MISSIONS.
‘ _' Rev. Dr. Young, Chairman ; Rev. W, Hansford, Secretary.
EDUCATION,
Rev. Dr. Rice, Chairman ; Rev. Dr. Burwash, Secretary.
- PUBLISHING INTERESTS.
n. 3 Rev. Dr. Rice, Chairman ; Rev. D. D. Currie, Secretary.
SABBATH SCHOOLS,
J. 8. Miller, M.D., Chairman ; Rev. A. A. Andrews, Secy.
9 DISCIPLINE.
= Rev. Dr. Pickard, Chairman ; Rev. Dr. Williams, Secretary.
4 ITINERANCY.
Rev. Dr. Potts, Chairman ; Rev. G. H. Cornish, Secretary.
f STATE OF THE CHURCH.
Rev. Dr. Jeffers, Chairman ; Rev. E. Robson, Secretary.
SUPERANNUATION FUND.
. Rev. Dr. Green, Chairman ; Rev. Dr. Sanderson, Secretary.
0 ThE E CONTINGENT FUND.

Rev. W. Briggs, Chairman ; Rev. T. 8. Keough, Secretary.

CHILDREN'S FUND,
Rev. W. 8. Griftin, Chairman ; Rev. S, Bond, Secretary.,

MEMORIALS,
Rev. Jas. McAlister, Chairman ; Rev. J. . Laird, Secretary.

COURSE OF STUDY.

Rev. E. B. Harper, M.A., Chairman ; Rev. C. Jost, ML.A.,
Secretary.,

The Secretary was instructed to furnish the Standing
Committees with memorials and documents referred to them
respectively.




The fo]lowing resolution, of which notice

viously given, was moved by the Rev. H. F. Bland, and
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Potts,—

Whereas much irregularity exists in the administration
of our Discipline with regard to class-meeting attendance,
and arising from this much perplexity in the minds of many
of our ministers ; and whereas there ig a  widespread
conviction that our Church polity in this respect admits of
modification, it is moved that a special Committee he
appointed to review the whole question, and report to an
early session of the present Conference,

An amendment, moved by the Re

the whole subject to the Committee on the State of the
Church, was withdrawn by the mover, by permission of the
Conference, and the original resolution was carried.

v. W, Lathern, to refer

It was moved by the Rev. Dr.
by the Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That the class-meeting question be .made the first Order
of the Day for W ednesday next,

Sanderson, and seconded

The motion was adopted.

The report of the Educational Society of the Methodist
Church of Canada” was read by the Rev. D, Burwash,

and on motion was received and referred to the Committee
on Education.

The Rev. Dr. Young was requested by the Conference to
preside at the Missionary Lovefeast this evening, and the
Rev. Dr. Potts at the meeting for the Promotion of Holi-
ness, on Saturday evening,

The Conference adjourned at twelve o'clock.
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON,
SEPTEMBER 6TH.

The Conference met at two o’clock. The President in the
chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Rose.

The minutes were read by the Secretary and confirmed.

It was moved by the Rev. E. Robson, and seconded by
the Rev. J. T. Pitcher,—

That the three documents presented to this Conference in
relation to class-meetings, the first and second of which have
been referred to the Committee on Discipline and the third
of which ncw lies on the table, be now referred to tfe
Committee on Class-meeting.

The motion was adopted.
NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE,
Notices of motion were given as follows :—

By the Rev. James Taylor. Referred to the Committee
on Discipline.

By the Rev. Wm. Scott, regarding the election of minis-
terial representatives to the General Conference. Referred
to the Committee on Discipline.

By Mr. W. Latimer,—

That sub-section 1 of section 3 on page 34 of the Discipline
be so altered as to read : The Stationing Committee in each
Conference shall consist of the President, the Chairmen of
Districts, and one layman from each District, such layman
to be elected by ballot by the members of the District
Meeting next preceding the Annual Conference.

The motion was laid on the table.

By the Rev. J. W. Sparling, B.D.,—

Whereas it is believed that the interests of the cause of
God among us would be promoted by the location of some
ministers for causes other than immorality, heresy, or age :
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1 Therefore, be it resolved that any Annual Conference shall
have authority to locate any of its ministers by a vote of
:"{ two-thirds of its members present and voting thereon.,
I The notice was laid on the table,
The Secretary gave notice of motion regarding the Sta-
tioning Committee, Referred to the Committee on Disci-
pline.

!
{ . . »
i,'*" The Secretary gave notice of motion regarding Transfers,
I . X . "

f Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy,

{I The Rev. J, A. Rogers gave notice of motion, Referred
to the Committee on Discipline.

Mr. Thomas Hilliard gave notice of motion regarding the
Literary Attainments of Probationers. Referred to tle
Committee on the Course of Study.

| The Rev. J. G. Laird gave notice of motion regarding

the Children’s Fund. Referred to the Committee on the
Children’s Fund,

The Secretary gave notice of motion suggesting certain

changes in the Discipline. Referred to the Committee on
Dis ipline,

By the Rev. A. Andrews,—

I will move for a change in the method of conductin
votes by ballot so tha open nominations may precede all
such votes. Every nomination must be seconded, and any
member shall have the privilege of making a nomination, but
there shall be no discussion, the ballot being at once taken
after the nominations are al] made, and only those nominated
shall be balloted for.

| The notice was laid on the table,

The Rev. J. G. Laird gave notice of motion regarding the
w;, Stationing Committee, Referred to the Committee on Dis-
' cipline,
1 The Secretary, by permission of Conference, read certain
resolutions adopted by the Missionary Committee of Consul-
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tation and Finance, regarding Indian Schools ; also corres-
pondence between the General Secretaries and the Dominion
Government on the same subject.

On motion, the documents read by the Secretary were
re'erred to the Committee on Missions.

The Rev. Dr. Pickard, seconded by the Rev. E. B,
tyckman, M.A., moved for a suspension of the rules, in
order to the introduction of a resolution.

The motion was not sustained.

The Rev. Dr Nelles read the report of the Board of
Management of Victoria College. On motion, the report
was received,

The Rev. Richard Jones presented the report of the
Treasurer of Victoria College, which, on motion, was received.

The Rev. Dr. Rose read the report of the Treasurer of the
Endowment Fund of Victoria College.

It was moved by Mr. Noah Phelps, and seconded by the
Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A.,—That the report be adopted.

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. Dr. Jeffers,
seconded by the Rev. W. S, Blackstock,—That the report
be re-committed, in order that details of investment be
furnished.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. J. Gray, and seconded by the Rev. W. (. Henderson,—
That the report be referred to the Committee on Finance.

On a vote being taken, both amendments were lost, and
the original motion for the adoption of the report was carried.

[t was moved by Mr. E. Coatsworth, and seconded by the
Rev. John Shaw,—

That the Rev. Dr. Rose be requested to furnish this Con-
ference to-morrow morning with a statement of funds col-
lected by the Agent of Victoria College, the amount of
subscriptions, and the cost of collecting the same.

The motion was adopted.
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It was moved by D. Allison, LL.D., and seconded by the
Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M. A.,—

That the Revs. A. Sutherland, John Bredin, Wm. 1.
Shaw, LL.B., and Judge Jones be appointed a Committee
to make arrangements for securing the printing necessary
for the several Committees, as well as for the Conference,

The motion was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. T. W. Jeffery and seconded by
the Rev. J. Learoyd,—

That all notices of motion be printed as soon as possible
and circulated among the members of this General Confer-
ence, so that we may be enabled to form an opinion and to

give expression to it in as few words as possible, and thus
facilitate business,

The motion was not sustained,

The Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., on behalf of the Nom-
inating Committee, submitted Report No. 4, as follows :—

The Committee agree tc recommend the following addi-
tions to Committees ah'eady appointed :—

Rev. James Gray, to Committee on Contingent Fund.
Rev. G. H. Davis, i u

W. E. Sanford, . Education.

Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., "

Rev. J. G. Laird, " Children’s Fund.
Rev. John Hunt, - Temperance.
Dr. Aylesworth, » "

Geo. A. Cox, o Missions.

XVIII. COMMITTEE ON CLASS MEETINGS.
(27 Members.)

Rev. L. Hooker.
, v S. F. Huestis.

Rev. Dr. Carroll.
n  Dr. Jeffers.

v John Shaw. n R. A. Temple.

v Dr. Rice. n W. C. Brown,

n Joseph H. Robinson. | n Dr. Pope.

n  Alex. Langford. n Dr. Stewart.

n W, S. Blackstock. n H. Spragge, M.A.

v Dr. Elliott, n G, S, Milligan, M.A.
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Commiittee on Class Meetings—(Continued_

Rev. James Dove. | R.W. McKenzie.
Warring Kennedy. | Sidney Warner.
E. Coatsworth. James Bissell.
Dr. Ford. ' J. B. Morrow.
Noah Phelps. t  W. E. Dawson,
Johnson Harrison. |

On motion, the report was re-committed that the name of
the Rev. H. F. Bland might be added to the Committee on
Class-meetings.

Mr. W. E. Sanford, Treasurer of the Educational Society,
presented a report of the same, which, on motion, was
received.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Burwash, and seconded by
the Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That the reports of the Treasurer and Secretary of the
Education Fund, and also the College reports, be referred to
the Committee on Education.

The motion was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. J. G. Angwin, and seconded by
Mr. J. B. Morrow,—

That a Special Committee be appointed to take into con-
sideration the advisability of forming a scheme of Church
Extension for this General Conference, and if the Committee
deem such a scheme advisable or necessary, they shall report
Constitution and Rules for examination by the Conference.

The motion was adopted.

Mr. I. Longworth gave notice of reference, as follows:—

That in future all candidates for the ministry of the
Methodist Church of Canada shall undergo a medical ex-
amination, in addition to the one prescribed for their
literary and moral.qualifications ; such medical examination,
until the Conference makes rules therefor, to be similar to
that required by Life Insurance Companies before granting

their policies ; so that no one of unsound physical organiza-
tion may be received on trial,

Referred to the Committee on the Course of Study,




.

Mr. Longworth also gave notice of motion con

Stationing Committee.
Itinerancy.
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cerning the

Referred to the Committee on

On motion it was resolved that a Session of Conference be

held to-morrow forenoon, and that the afte

to Committees.

The Conference adjourned at thirty-eight minutes

SATURDAY MORNING,

rnoon be devoted

past five,

SEPTEMBER 7TH.

The Conference met at nine o'clock. The President in the

chair,

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Dr.,

Evans.

The minutes‘were read by the Secretary and confirmed.

The Rev. E. B. Ryckman, on behalf of the Nominatin
Committee, submitted report No. 5, as follows :—

=

XIX. COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES.
(18 Members.)

Rev. D. C. McDowell.
n J. E. Betts.
n T, W, Jeffery.
n James McAlister.
n  Thomas Brock.
n James Graham.
n Geo. McRitchie.
v William McGill.
n A, W, Nicolson.

XX. COMMITTEE ON CHURCH AND P

Rev. R. Duncan.
Robert Timmins.
Dr. Ford.
Nelson Howell.
Donald Wallace,
T. P. Cairns.

G. B. Hume,
Stewart Burns.
A. A. Stockton.

ARSONAGE PROPERTY.

(19 Members.)

Rev. E. Clement.
w  W. H, Laird.
n  John Douse.
v William Williams.
n John Wakefield.
n  Wm, Scott,
» L. N. Beaudry,
w J. G. Angwin.
n  Dr. Pope.
w James Dove,

T. C. Demill.
J. Rosevear.
James Wilson,
J. B. Lane.

R. C. Palmer.
James Irvine.
R. A. Gibson.
A B.

J. N. Coates.
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ing the The Committee recommend the following additions to
ttee on Committees already appointed :—

Rev. A. E. Russ, to Committee on Missions.
ence be . Rev. D. McDonald, M.D., “ o
devoted ' Rev. A. W. Nicolson, o Itinerancy.

Rev. C. Fish, - Education.

ast five,
8t five XXI. COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORSHIP.

(21 Members.)

. Dr. Rose. Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A.

7TH Dr. Potts. n J. S. Peach.

Ry John Bredin. Thomas Bowles.
tin the Charles Lavell, M.A. A. Hunt.

: Wm. McDonagh. Wm. Tasker.

Rvana Matthew Swann. ' A. Wigle,
' ' ; »  W. S. Blackstock. G. Bishop.
'med. 3 « H. F. Bland. James Fish.

inating ' n J. A. Rogers. J. B. Morrow.
3 v W. H. Heartz. J. N. Coates.

Dr. Pickard.

XXII. COMMITTEE ON SCHEDULES.
(10 Members.)

. J. G. Laird. | Rev. ]. W. Sparling, B.D.
J. S. Clarke. |« R.A. Temple,
Alfred Andrews. 1 n C. H. Paisley, M.A.
George H. Cornish. n H. Sprague, M.A.
W. 1. Shaw, LL.B. w G. S. Milligan, M.A.

XXIII. COMMITTEE ON CHURCH EXTENSION.
(19 Members.)

. Wm. Tindall. ' James Mannring,
P. Addison. J. Sissons.
J. B. Clarkson, M.A. Dr. Norris.
Dr. Evans. J. H. Beatty.
W. Galbraith. \ Thomas Hilliard.
R. Whiting. | 'Wm. Latimer.
J. G. Angwin. ' H. Cunningham.
Dr. Pickard. | Robert Kenny.
R. Duncan, | D. Allison, LL.D.

| A. Rowley.
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The organization of
reported :—.
TEMPERANCE,

Chairman, the Rev. N. R. Wi
Rev. John Hunt,

GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH.
Chairman, the Rev. D,
A. W. Nicolson,
FINANCE,
Chairman, the Rev, R, Duncan ; Sec’y., Mr. J. E. (!
RELATION OF CHILDREN TO THE CHURCH.

Chairman, the Rev. Dr., Evans ; Secretary, the Rev. J. T.
Pitcher.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the
Rev. E. B. Harper, M.A.,—

That the N ominating Committee be directed to nominate
a Committee of nine, who shall nominate the delegates to

fraternal Conferences, to be elected by this Conference by
ballot.

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. A. Suthe
and seconded by the Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M.A.,—

That in the election of delegations to other Conference
the following method shall be pursued :-—

Any member of the General Confarence may nominate
without debate a delegate to any sister Conference or

Church, and when such nominations are concluded, the

Conference shall proceed to elect by ballot, without debate,
from among those so nominated, one
compose such delegation.

rland,

or more persons to

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. J, Wakefield, and seconded by the Rev. Dr. Evans,—

That all fraternal delegations be elected by ballot without

nomination of any sort, in the same manner as the General
Conference officers are elected,
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The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.
The amendment was then put and carried.

It was moved by the Rev. J. Shaw, and seconded by the
Rev. W. Tindall,—

That the President nominate a Committee to introduce
fraternal delegates to this Conference.

The motion was carried.

On motion, Wednesday evening next was fixed for the
reception of fraternal delegates.

On the Order of the Day being called,—

A memorial from the London Conference relating to the

Christian Guardian, was presented and referred to the
Jommittee on Publishing Interests,

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE
Were presented and disposed of as follows :—
By the Rev. L. N. Beaudry, regarding a Ladies’ Mis-
sionary Society. Referred to the Committee on Missions,

By the Rev. S. Bond, regarding the re-division of Con-
ferences. Referred tosthe Committee on Boundaries,

By Mr. David Plewes, regarding hired Local Preachers.
Referred to the Committee on Discipline,

By Mr. Warring Kennedy. Referred to the Committee
on Discipline,

By Mr. W. Kennedy,—

That the Rev, Dr., Ryerson be respectfully requested to
place the manuscript of his address, delivered on the
occasion of his retirement from the presidential chair, in
the hands of the Secretary, to be entered in the Journal of
this Conference, with a view (o its publication.

The motion was placed on the table.
By Mr. Warring Kennedy,—

That a Committee, composed of one delegate from each
Conference, be nominated by the President to consider the
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matter of a Day of Thanksgiving, and report at a subsequent
sitting of this Conference.

The motion was placed on the table,
By the Rev. 8. F. Huestis,—

That the Editors, Book-Stewards, Missionary Secretary,
and other departmental officers, shall be elected hy open
nomination and ballot,

The notice was placed on the table.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DiscipLINE,

The Rev. Dr. Williams presented Report No, 1. of the
Committee on Discipline, as follows :—

1. That in reference to the memorial asking that the
Secretary of an Annual Conference may be a member of the
Stationing Committee, the Committee deem it unadvisable
to recommend the change asked for.

2. That in reference to the memorial asking that one of
the Missionary Secretaries shall be entitled to sit in the
Stationing Committee of each Annual Conference, we deem
it not advisable to recommend any change in the Discipline
in this respect. .

3. We recommend that paragraph 4, page 34, be so
altered and amended as to read,—

The first draft of stations shall be placed on the table of
the Conference at the close of the first session, and the second
and final draft not later than the day preceding the close of
the Conference.

4. That the word “ third,” in paragraph 7, page 35, be
changed to “second.”

5. That in reference to the memorial from the Newfound-
land Conference, as to the time when a minister may return
to & circuit after leaving it, we deem it inexpedient to recom-
mend any new rule in the premises,

Recommendation No. 1 was adopted.

To recommendation No. 2, it was moved in amendment

by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by the Rev. A. E.
Russ, M.A.,—
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That the second clause of the Report of the Committee
on Discipline be not sustained, but that the memorial
remitted to said Committee yesterday be adopted,

The amendment was lost, and the recommendation of the
Committee was adopted.

To recommendation No, 3, it was moved in amendment
by the Rev. Dr. Jeffers, and seconded by the Rev. E. B.
Harper, M.A.,—

That the second reading of the Stations may be at any
time before the close of the Conference, as the Conference
itself may order,

The amendment was lost, and the recommendation of the
Committee was adopted.

Recommendation No, 4 was adopted.

The Session of Conference was, on motion, prolonged half
an hour.

To recommendation No. 5, it was moved in amendment
by the Rev. J. Gray, and seconded by the Rev, Dr., Young,—

That this matter be remitted to the Committee for recon-
sideration, with a view to fixing a law on the subject referred
to.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. W, C, Henderson, M.A., and seconded by the Reyv,
W. R. Parker, M.A.,—

That no minister leaving a circuit shall be eligible to be
re-appointed to the same until after the lapse of at least six
years,

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,

It was then further moved in amendment to the amend-
ment by the Rev. 8. D. Rice, D.D., and seconded by Mr.,
Warring Kennedy,—

That a minister shalli not be re-appointed to a cirenit
within a less interval than three years,

The amendment to the amendment, moved by the Rey,
Dr. Rice, was carried.

1
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The Rev. Dr. Ryerson read a communication from the
Rev. Engch Wood, D.D., Missionary Secretary, tendering
his resignation, and gave notice of a resolution regarding the
same,

Both the communication and resolution were referred to
r the following Committee :—

”’ The Revs. Dr. Ryerson, Dr. Rice, Dr. Pickard, Dr.
f

Jeffers, and the Secretary of the Conference.

The Committee on (,?lziss-nlxeetings reported organization as
follows :—

Rev. J. H R()biIJSOII ()lnairman' RGV. R. A, Tem )Ie,
) )
.~'ecretal‘y.

The Hon, Mr. Shannon’s notice of motion was referred to
the Committee on the Government of the Church.

The following Committee was appointed to make arrange-
ments for the introduction of fraternal delegates :—

The Hon. 8. L. Shannon, Rev. Dr., Stewart, Hon. James
Ferrier, Rev. Dr. Potts, Rev. J. Wakefield, Rev. G. 8.
Milligan, M.A., and the Rev. H. F. Bland.

’:’,, The Conference adjourned at fifty minutes past twelve, to
| meet again at nine o’clock on Monday morning.

MONDAY MORNING,

| SEPTEMBER 9TH.

. Conference met at nine o’clock. The President in the
’ chair.,

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev, J, H.
Robinson.

The Minutes were read by the Secretary and confirmed,
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It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the
Rev. E. H. Dewart,—

That the vote of Saturday, concerning the return of
ministers to circuits, be taken as having been passed by
the Conference by a two-thirds vote.

The resolution was carried unanimously.

It was moved by the Rev. J. Gray, and seconded by the
Rev. E. H. Dewart,—

That the resolution adopted on Saturday, in reference to
the election of delegates to sister Canferences, be reconsidered.,

The resolution was carried.

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Green, and seconded by
the Rev. Dr. Rice,— .

That said resolution be amended by omitting the words
‘““any other delegate.”

The resolution was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr Rice, and seconded by
the Rev. John Bredin,—

That Conference shall adjourn to-day at half-past twelve
o'clock, and stand adjourned till nine o’clock a.m. to-morrow.

The resolution was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. E. H. Dewart, and seconded
by the Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A.,—

That the Nominating Committee be requested to nominate
a Committee to take into consideration the proposed
Methodist General Council ; and to recommend such course
of action to the Conference, in reference to this matter, as
they may deem expedient.

The resolution was adopted.

The Rev. William Taylor, of India, was introduced to
the Conference by the President.
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It was moved by Mr. Warring Kennedy, and seconded by
the Rev. John Bredin,—

That the Rules of Order be suspended to consider two
notices of motion having special reference to the Standing
Rules of Order.

The motion was adopted.

The following resolution, of which previous notice had

been given, was moved by My, Wa.ring Kennedv and
- ) . ] )
seconded by the Rev. T. §, Keough,—

All motions im'olving an expenditure of money or the

reduction of our income from any source whatever, shall be
referred to the Committee on Finance to report thereon,

The resolution was adopted,

The following resolution, of which previous notice had

y Mr. Warring Kennedy, and
seconded by the Rev. T. S, Keough,—

That the following be incorporated in our Stan
of Order: When any question
Committee, it shall he out of order for a member to introduce

a motion in Coonference involving the same subject, until the
Committee shall have reported thereon.

been given, was moved b

ding Rules
has been referred to g

The resolution was not adopted.

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr, Potts
Rev. W. 1. Shaw, LI.B.,—

That as John Macdonald, M.P., the Lay Treasurer of
the Missionary Society, is'un:woidab]y prevented from
taking the chair at the Missionary Meeting this evening,
& most cordial invitation is hereby extended to the Hon,
S. L. Shannon to occupy that position.

The resolution was carried.

, and seconded by the

MEMORIALS,

The Order of the Day being
sented as follows :—

From the London Conference, regarding Circuit Sche-
dules. Referred to the Committee on Schedules,

called, memorials were pre-
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From the Quarterly Board of the Centenary Church,
Hamilton, regarding the Extension of the Pastoral Term.
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy.

A similar memorial from the Quarterly Board of St.
James’ Street Church, Montreal. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Itinerancy

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE.

By the Rev. Charles Fish, in reference to attendance of
Conference Students at class. Referred to the Committee
on the Course of Study.

By the Rev. J. Lathern, in reference to the late Judge
Wilmot.

Laid on the table.

By the Rev. T. S. Keough, in reference to Transfers,
Referred to the Committee on Itinerancy,

By Mr. S. S. Junkin, regarding Superannuation Fund.
Referred to the Committee on the Superannuation Fund.

By Mr. I. Longworth, regarding Pastoral Visitation.
Referred to the Committee on the State of the Church.

By the Rev. Dr. Sanderson, regarding Mission Districts.
Referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

It was moved by the Rev. H. F. Bland, and seconded by
the Rev. W, Hansford,—

That the President nominate a Committee to draft an
address of welcome, on behalf of this Conference, to the
Marquis of Lorne and the Princess Louise, recognising in
fitting terms their prospective relation to the government
of this Dominion.

The motion was carried.

Mr. W. E. Sanford, seconded by the Rev. W. S, Griffin,
gave notice of the following motion,—

That the General Conference be respectfully and earnestly
requested to hold its session of 1882 in the Centenary
Church, in the City of Hamilton.
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The Rev. A. Sutherland, Secretary-Treasurer, submitted
the Report of the Missionary Society for the past quad-
rennial period.

The Rev. S. F. Huestis submitted an appendix to the
report, explaining deficits and making suggestions,

The report and appendix were referred to the Committee
on Missions,

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Williams, seconded by the
Rev. E. B. Ryckman, it was

Resolved,—That the report just submitted be printed for
the use of the Conference and Committee,

J. R. Inch, LL.D., submitted the Report of the Board of
Governors of Mount Allison Wesleyan College and Acade-
mies in Sackville, New Brunswick.,

The report was referred to the Committee on Education.

The Rev. Dr. Sanderson submitted the Report of the
Superannuation Board, and moved that it be referred to the
Superannuation Fund Committee,

In amendment, it was moved by the Rev. Dr. Williams,
and seconded by the Rev. Dr., Pickard,—
That the report be referred to the Superannuation Fund

Committee, and that the Standing Committee be requested

to furnish a statement of the amount of investments and
the nature of them.

The amendment was carried,

The Rev. Dr. Sanderson read recammendations of the
Superannuation Board, which were referred to the Com-
mittee on the Superannuation Fund.

The Rev. James Gray read the Report of the Contingent
Fund Committee of the Western Section for the past four

years. The Report was rveferred to the Committee on
the Contingent Fund,
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The Rev. R. Duncan presented a Report of the Finance
Committee, which was referred back to the Committee.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE.

The Rev. Dr. Williams submitted Report No. 2 of the
Committee on Discipline, as follows :—

We recommend that the paragraph on page 78 of the
Discipline which reads,—

“To make strict inquiry in the Local Preachers’ Meeting
at least once a uarter into the moral character of all the
Leaders, their punctuality in beginning and ending their
Class Meetings in proper time, and whatever relates to
their office,” be expunged, and that the following be sub-
stituted :—

To make strict inquiry in the Leaders’ M eeting, preced-
ing the May Quarterly Meeting, into the moral character of
all the Leaders, their punctuality in beginning and ending
their Class Meetings in proper time, and whatever relates to
their office; and if there be no objection alleged and sustained
they shall continue in office for the year ; and in case there
be no Leaders’ Meeting, then the examination or inquiry
shall be held at the Quarterly Official Meeting in May.

The recommendation was adopted.

We recommend that the words “ 31st of March ” in the
fourth line from the bottom on page 121 of the Discipline
be changed so as to read 30th of April.

The matter was held over.

We recommend that the word “ Board” be substituted
for the word “ Conference” in the last line of paragraph 2,
page 115 of the Discipline; and that the word “ Confer-
ences” be substituted for “ Conference” in the 4th line
from the top of page 29 ; also that the word “ discretion” in

the 2nd line from the top of page 21 be changed to “direc-
tion.”

The recommendation was adopted.




General Conference, was held this o
Church, St. James Street.

ercises were conducted by the Vice-President, the Rev. Dr.
Rice. The chair was taken by the Hon. 8. I,

-

a6
We recommend that answer

pPage 54 of the Discipline

be so altered and amended as to
read,—

“The Leaders and Stewards of the circ
whom may be appointed to take charge of the funds for the
poor.”

The recommendation was adopted.

The Rev. William Gibson, of the British Conference, and
Mr. Shaw, who accompanied him, were introduced to the

Conference by the President, and addressed the Conference
in suitable terms,

On motion, leave of absence was given to Mr, Robert
Timmins, and Mr, W, H. Lambly,

It was moved by Mr. Warring Kennedy, and seconded
by the Rev. W. Tindall, —

That the N ominating C!

ommittee be instructed to add the
name of Mr. Shell to the

Committee on Boundaries,

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. Dy, Williams,

and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Gray, that this resolution
lie on the table.

The amendment was carried,

Conference adjourned at forty minutes past twelve, to
meet at nine o’clock to-morrow morning,
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Halifax, N.8. Interesting and appropriate addresses were
delivered by the Rev. W. Gibson, of the British Conference,
the Rev. A. E. Russ, M.A., the Rev. D. McDonald, M.D.,
and the Rev. Wm. Taylor, of the South India Conference,

TUESDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 10TH.

The Conference met at nine o'clock. The President in
the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. David
Savage.

The Minutes of the preceding session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCUE.

The following notices of motion were presented and laid
on the table :—

By the Rev. W. R. Parker,—

That inasmuch as the lay members of the local Mission-
ary Committees of the Annual Conferences are to be
appointed by the laymen of each Annual May District
Meeting, and inasmuch as, at the sessions of the respective
Annual Conferences, there may be the formation of new
Districts which can have no lay representative at the next
ensuing meetings of said Missionary Committees ; therefore
be it Resolved,—That in the event of the formation of any
new District, as Leretofore specified, it shall be competent
for the Financial District Meeting of such new District to
elect a lay representative to the Missionary Committee of
sald Annual Conference.

By Mr. J. B. Morrow,—
That the Committee on Discipline be requested 8o to revise

the Form for Renewing the Covenant as to provide in the

prefatory part of the ritual a recommendation that upon
4%
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the Sunday preceding the occurrence of the ( Jovenant service
a discourse, be preached in each Circuit where such service
is to be held, upon the nature and duty of individual conse.
cration to God, and also a recommendation that either at
the ordinary week-night service, or else at a special service
to be held for the purpose, the design of the Covenant
service be the special topic of the meeting,—the great object
being a suitable preparation of the people to enter intelli-
gently and earnestly into renewed covenant relation with
rod.

Also to so re-arrange the Form for Renewing the Coven-
ant as to formally provide for a longer or shorter service,
as the circumstances of the ministers’ appointments and
the case generally may require,

By the Hon. S. I.. Shannon, concerning the practice of
Methodist parents in sending their daughters to Roman

Catholic Schools, Referred to the Committee

on Educa-
tion.

Mr. Warring Kennedy called attention to inaccuracies in
the printed lists of Committees, and, on motion, the lists

were referred back to the Committee on

Printin g for
correction,

A resolution of the Quarterly Meeting of the Kingston
was presented, requesting
reneral Conference of the
held in the City of Kingtson.

Further notices of motion were given
By Mr. Thomas N ixon,—

That so soon as there are

, as follows :
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the preachers
e regular May
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By Mr. Thomas N ixon,—

That the Committee on Education be requested to con-
sider the best mode of rendering assistance from the Educa.-
tional Fund to candidates in training for the ministry from
Manitoba and the adjacent territories,

The Rev. G. H. Cornish presented Report No. 1 of the
Committee on Itinerancy. The report was received, and dis-
cussion thLereon deferred.

BEPORT OF THE HYMN-BOOK COMMITTEE.

The Rev. A. Sutherland presented Report of the Hymn-
Book Committee of the Conference of 1874, and moved
the adoption of the same, which was seconded by the Rev.
J. Lathern,

[n amendment, it was moved by Mr. Thomas Nixon and
seconded by Mr. E. Coatsworth,—

That before being adopted the report of the Hymn-Book
Committee be printed, with a supplement setting forth the
numbers of the hymns omitted, the numbers of the hymns
altered and the verses left out, and the books in which will
be found the hymns that are to be added, and the numbers
of the hymns contained in the same.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. J. Hunt and seconded by Mr. Warring Kennedy,-

That, for the use of the members of Conference, the num-
bers of hymmns, and also the stanzas and lines, proposed to

be omitted, be printed, and that the discussion be postponed
until such report is prepared.

The amendment to the amendment was carried.
The Rev. Dr. Upham, delegate from the M. K. Church
in the United States, was introduced to the Conference by

the President and presented his credentials, which were read.

The Conference adjourned ai = quarter-past twelve
o’clock, to meet again at half-past two.
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON,
SEPTEMBER 10TH.
Conference met at half-past two o'clock. The President
in the chair,

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Wm.
Hansford.

The Minutes were read by the Secretar and confirmed
y
by the Conference,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELATION OF CHILDREN TO THE
CHURCH,

The Report of the Committee on the “ Relation of Chil-
dren to the Church” was read by the Rev. J. T. Pitcher.
The first recommendation of the Committee, suggesting the
reference of a certain Memorial to the Committee on the
Children’s Fund, was adopted. The consideration of the
remainder of the report was deferred.

REPORTS OF SABBATH-SCHOOL BOARD.

The Rev. A. Andrews presented the Report of the Sah-
bath-school Board, which was referred to the Committee
on Sabbath-schools.

Mr. Warring Kennedy presented the Financial Report of
the Sabbath-school Board, which, on motion, was adopted,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE,

The Rev. Dr. Williams presented Report No. 3 of the
Corumittee on Discipline, as follows :—

l. We recommend that Answer 3, Section 3, page 36
of the Discipline, and which reads,—*“ All members of
Conference and preachers on trial in each District, the
Recording Stewards,” &e., be so altered and amended as to
read,—All members of Conference stationed in each Dis-
trict, and Preachers on trial in each District, during the
examination of character and the consideration of all min-
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isterial affairs, which shall be the business of the first day ;
and on the second day, of Ministers, Preachers, the Record-
ing Stewards of the several Circuits and Missions, and one
other lay representative for each minister or preacher
appointed, in addition to the Superintendent on each
Circuit and Mission.

To recommendation No. 1, it was moved in amendment
by the Rev. Dr. Sanderson, and seconded by the Rev. J.
Wakefield,—That the following words be added : “ And such
Recording Stewards as may not have been so elected.”

The amendment was put and lost.

[t was further moved in amendment by Judge Jones, and
seconded by the Hon. W, Q. Strong,—

That the first clause of the Report of the Committee on
Discipline be referred back to the Committee with instruc-
tions to so amend the Discipline as not to exclude the
Recording Stewards and other laymen from the District
Meeting, except during the enquiry into the moral and
religious character of the ministers who are members of the
District Meeting,

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by Mr.
W. E. Dawson, and seconded by J. R. Inch, LL.D.,—

That lay members of the District Meeting may be present
and vote upon all matters, except that of the examination
of ministerial moral character, when they shall be requested
by the chairman to withdraw.

Pending further discussion, this recommendation by the
Committee was withdrawn.

By a vote of the Conference, leave of absence was given
to Messrs. Robert Hay, M. 8. Smith, William Tasker, and
Thomas Bowles. .

The Report of the Committee on Discipline was resumed
as follows :—

2. In regard to the memorial in reference to the rights
of preachers on trial to vote in District Meetings, the Com-
mittee are of opinion that the Discipline is sufficiently plain
and gives them that right,
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3. Several resolutions in reference to the election of
ministerial members of the General Conference having
engaged the attention of the Committee, they cannot recom-
mend the change sought.

4. In reference to the overture from the Halifax North
(Circuit, and also from the Halifax South Circuit, in relation
to the enlargement of the Quarterly Official Board, the Com-
mittee deem no change in the premises necessary

5. Also the overture asking that the phrase * repre-
sentative” be changed to “ steward,” in Section 8, p. 53, on
Quarterly Official Meetings, the Committee deem no change
necessary.

.

6. Also the overture relating to the necessity of lessening
the number of the Quarterly Official Board, by leaving out
the representatives appointed by the societies, the Com-
mittee cannot recommend any change in the composition of
the Quarterly Official Board.

7. The Committee recommend that the phrase “ may he,”
page 53, 12 lines from the top, be altered so as to read may
have been.”

On motion, the preceding recommendations of the (Jom.-
mittee were adopted.

The Rev. E. B. Harper, M.A., gave notice of motion to
reconsider the transposition of Question third, page 33, to
page 49.

The Conference adjourned at half-past tive o’clock.

WEDNESDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER |17H,
The Conference met at nine o'clock. The President in
the chair.,
Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Pickard.
The Minutes were read by the Secretary, and confirmed
by the Conference.,
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On motion, leave of absence was granted to Mr, Thomas
Holtby.

On motion, leave was granted to the Committee on
(Class-meetings to retire, in order to complete their report
for presentation ‘to the Conference.

MEMORIALS.

The following memorials were presented :—
S

From the Rev. J. Herbert Starr, referring to the Children
of Ministers of the former Methodist New Connexion
Church.  Referred to the Committee on the Children’s
Fund.

From the Secretary, respecting the claims of Ministers on
Mission Districts upon the Children’s Fund. Referred to
the Committee on the Children’s Fund.

From the Directors of the Stanstead Wesleyan College,

with accompanying resolutions. Referred to the Committee
on Education,

From the Quarterly Meeting of the St. James Street
Church, Montreal, respecting the Order of Public Worship,
Referred to the Committee on Public Worship.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE,

Notices of motion to be referred to Committees were
given as follows :—
By the Rev. N. R. Willoughby, M.A., respecting Uni-

versity Examinations for Ladies. Referred to the Committee
on Education.

By the Rev. Charles Fish, regarding a Memorial Service
tor Deceased Delegates: Referred to the Committee on Me-
morials, with instructions to prepare a suitable resolution

referring to the lamented departure of the Hon, Judge
Wilmot and the Rev. Asahel Hurlburt,
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By Mr. A. S. Fisher, regarding the return of Ministers
to Circuits for a fourth year. TLaid on the table.

By the Rev. James Gray, regarding the Japan Mission.
Referred to the Committee on Missions,

By the Rev. A. Langford, regarding the Election of

Representatives to Conference Missionary Committees. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. D, Savage, regarding the Order of Public
Worship. Referred to the Committee on Public Worship,

By the Rev. John Douse, regarding the appointment of
two Sunday-school Boards. Referred to the Committee on
Sabbath Schools.

By the Rev. James McAlister, in regard to certain
changes in the Discipline. Referred to the Committee on
Discipline.

By the Hon. 8. L, Shannon, in regard to Uniformity in
the Administration of the Lord’s Supper. Referred to the
Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. W. Scott, regarding the Mode of Baptism.
Referred to the Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. D. D. Currie, in regard to Transfers,
Laid on the table as notice of motion.

The Rev. C. H. Paisley obtained leave to refer his notice
of motion, regarding the probation of College Graduates, to
the Committee on Itinerancy.

By the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A., in regard to Transfers.
Laid on the table as notice of motion.

It was moved by Mr, Warring Kennedy, and seconded
by the Rev. N. R. Willoughby, M.A.,—

That the Report of the Book Committee be received this
morning, and that the election of Book Stewards and
Editors be the first Order of the Day for Thursday forenoon.

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. W, Hansford,
and seconded by the Rev. A. Campbell,—

That the Conference proceed with the Order of the Day.
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In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by
the Rev. Dr. Pickard, and seconded by the Rev. John
Bredin, —

That the Order of the Day be discharged, and that the
report of the Committee on Itinerancy be taken up and
considered.

The amendment to the amendment was put to the Con-
ference and carried.

The Rev. Dr. Kelly, delegate from the Methodist Epis-
copal Church, South, was introduced to the Conference by
the President.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY,

The Secretary read the report of the Committee on
[tinerancy.

To Clavse No. 1, concerning composition of Transfer
Committee, it was moved in amendment by the Hon. Mr.,
Ferrier, and seconded by the Rev. J. Lathern,—

That in respect to transfers, on page 35, Section 4,
the first clause be repealed, and the following be substituted :
“That the President of the General Conference, with the
Presidents of any two Annual Conferences which may be
affected by the transfer of any minister, shall constitute a

Committee of Transfer, and the decision of such Committee
shall be final,

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by

the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by Mr. W. H. Leech,—

That the President of the General Conference and the
Presidents of the Annual Conferences shall be a Committee
for the transfer of ministers and preachers from one
Annual Conference to another, subject to the regulations
hereinafter mentioned.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, it was moved by
the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the Rev. John Bredin,
that when the discussion on the pending subject shall ter-
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minate in the afternoon session, the Conference shall adjourn
to afford an oppportunity for Committees to meet.
The motion was adopted.

The Rev. Alexander Burns, D.D., LL.D., Principal of

the Hamilton Female College, was introduced by the Presi-
dent and addressed the Clonference,

A communication from Principal Dawson, of MecGill
College, was read by the Secretary, inviting the Conference
to visit the museum, library, &c., of that Institution.

On motion a resolution, conveying the cordial thanks of
the Conference, was ordered in reply.

The Secretary nominated the Revs, Dr. Nelles, C. Lavell,
M.A., and J. B, Clarkson, M.A., as official letter-writers of
the Conference.’ The nomination was confirmed,

The Conference adjourned at a quarter past twelve,

WEDNESDAY AFTE RNOON,
SEPTEMBER 11TH.
The Conference met at half-past two o'clock. The Presi-
dent in the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. A. W.
Nicolson.

The Minutes were read by the Secretary and confirmed
by the Conference.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY.

The consideration of the report of the Committee
[tinerancy was resumed.

on

The amendment to the amendment to the first clause of
the Committee’s Report, moved by the Rev. Mr. Sutherland
was put to the Conference and adopted.

A question having been raised as to whether the amend-
ment just passed required a three-fourths vote, as involving
constitutional changes, and the President having ruled in
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the negative, an appeal was taken from the ruling of the
chair, on metion of the Rev. Dr., Sanderson, seconded by the
Rev. E. H. Dewart. The appeal was not sustained.

Paragraphs 3, 4, 5, and 6 of the Committee’s report were,
by consent of Conference, dropped from the record.

Paragraph 7 was on motion amended so as to read : “The
Annual Meeting of the Committee shall be held on the day
and at the place which the President of the General Confer-
ence may appoint.”

Paragraphs 8 and 9 were submitted ; whereupon it was
moved in amendment by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and
seconded by the Rev. John Bredin,—

That all communications from Presidents of Annual Con-
terences, in relation to transfers from their bounds, and from
brethren who desire a transfer, shall be sent to the President
of the General Conference not later than the thirty-first day
of March in each year.

The General President shall notify the President of each
Annual Conference of all proposed or desired transfers to
or from his Conference not later than the fifteenth day of
April in each year, and the President shall immediately
notify any member of his Clonference affected by such pro-
posed transfer,

In case there be a Conference from or to which no transfer
is proposed or desired in any given year, the representative
from such Conference shall not be under obligation to attend
the meeting of the Transfer Committee for that year.

The amendment was adopted.

Paragraph No. 10 was submitted, but on motion of Mr.
W. E. Dawson, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Green, the para
graph was expunged.

Paragraphs 11,12, and 13 were successively submitted and
adopted.

Further consideration of the report was deferred.
[For Report as finally adopted, see Appendix. |
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On motion, leave of absence was granted to Messrs. S. E,
Mitchell, Noah Phelps, George A. Cox, and A. A. Stockton.

Conference adjourned at forty minutes past five,

WEDNESDAY EVENING,
SEPTEMBER 117H,

The Session of Conference for the Public Reception of
Fraternal Delegates, was held in the St. James Street
Church this evening, at half-past seven o’clock.

The President of the Conference occupied the chair.

The Delegates presented the Official Addresses of their re-
spective Conferences to the General
Methodist Church of Canad
received.

Conference of the
a, which were read and cordially
The Conference was addressed in eloquent and appropriate
terms by the Rev. Samuel Coley, representative from the
British Conference; the Rev. Dr. Upham, representative
from the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States ;
the Rev. Dr. Kelly, representative from the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South ; and also by the Rev. Dr. 8

argent,
of Nashville, Tenn,

THURSDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 12TH,
The Conference met at nine o'clock. The President in
the chair,
Devotional services were conducted by the

Lavell, M.A.
The Minutes were read by the Secretary

Rev. Charles

, and confirmed,
INVITATIONS,

Resolutions from the Quarterly Ofticial Meeting of the
Dominion Methodist Church, Ottawa, inviting the General

1878.] M

Conference to
and laid on the

Resolutions
Halifax Nort}
General Confe
were read, and

NO1

Notices of n
sented as follov

By the Rev.
bers. Referre

Jy the Rev.
sentation at n
Committee on

By the Rev.
Discipline. R

By the Rev.
ment of Assist:
on Discipline.

3y the Rev.
Marriage Cerer
cipline.

By the Rev
additional Coll
ferred to the Cc

By the Rev.
of a Court of /
cipline,

The Rev. J.
of the Charlotte
tation to the C
City. Consider




[1878.

8. 8. E,
bockton.,

117H,
tion of
Street

P,
heir re-
of the
rdially

opriate
m the
ntative
States ;
thodist
argent,

| 2TH,

ent in
'harles

med,

of the
eneral

1878.'] METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE, 69

Conference to hold its next session in that City, was read,
and laid on-the table for consideration at a future time.

Resolutions from the Quarterly Official Meetings of the
Halifax North and Halifax South Circuits, inviting the
General Conference to hold its next session in that City,
were read, and consideration thereof deferred.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND REFERENCE,

Notices of motion for reference to ( Jommittees were pre
sented as follows :—

By the Rev. W. H. Heartz, regarding Removal of Mem-
bers. Referred to the Committee on Discipline,

Jy the Rev. 8. F. Heustis, in regard to Basis of Repre-
sentation at next General Conference. Referred to the
Committee on Discipline,

By the Rev. J. McAllister, in regard to a change in the
Discipline. Referred to the Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M.A., in regard to appoint-
ment of Assistant Secretaries. Referred to the Committee
on Discipline.

By the Rev. J. Wakefield, regarding a change in the
Marriage Ceremony. Referred to the Committee on Dis-
cipline.

By the Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M.A., in regard to an
additional Collection for General Conference Fund. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance.

By the Rev. Dr. Williams, in regard to the appointment
of a Court of Appeal. Referred to the Committee on Dis-
cipline,

The Rev. J. Lathern and Mr. W, E. Dawson, on behalf
of the Charlottetown, P. E. I. Circuit, presented an invita-
tation to the Conference to hold its next session in that
City. Consideration was deferred.
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The Secretary read extracts from the Minutes of the Japan
District Meeting, which were referred to the ( Jommittee on
Discipline,

On motion, the notice of motion given by the Rev. E,
Robson, in reference to Ordination, was taken from the
Notice Paper and referred to the Committee on Discipline,

REPORT ON CHURCH PROPERTY.

Judge Jones presented the Report of the Standing Com-
mittee on Church Property, appointed by the last General
Conference, which, on motion, was adopted.

[For Report see Appendix.!

REPORT OF THE WESLEYAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE,
MONTREAL.

The Rev. W. 1. Shaw, LL.B., presented the Report of the
Wesleyan Theological College, Montreal, which was, on
motion, referred to the Committee on Education.

COMMITTEE ON ADDRESS TO THE MARQUIS OF LORNE,

The following were nominated by the President to pre-
pare an Address to His Excellency the Marquis of Lorne, in
accordance with a resolution previously adopted :—

Rev. Dr. Ryerson.

Judge Jones.
Hon. S. L. Shannon.

The nomination was accepted.

Hon. J. Ferrier.
Rev. Dr. Pickard.
Rev. G. S. Milligan, M. A.

REPORT OF THE BOOK-ROOM AND PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT.

Mr. Warring Kennedy submitted the Quadrénnial Report
of the Toronto Book-Room and Printing Establishment,
which was, on motion, referred to the Committee on Pub-
lishing interests,

REPORT ON EDUCATION.

The Rev. Dr. Burwash submitted Report No. 1 from the
Committee on Education.
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Recommendations 1, 2, and 3 were respectively submitted
and adopted.

Recommendation 4, teing amendments to the Constitu-
tion, was submitted.

It was moved in amendment to Art. VI., by the Rev.
J. Learoyd, and seconded by the Rev. T. W. J effery,—

That instead of F lucational Meetings we take up two
collections,

It was moved in amendment to the amendment, by the
Rev. J. Wakefield, and seconded by the Rev. W, 8. Griffin,—

That instead of Annual Educational Meetings, collections
be taken up on two Sabbaths of each year, one for our Educa-
tional Institutions, and one for the Education of Probationers
for our ministry ; and that in addition to this, each Superin-
tendent see that subscriptions be privately solicited from our
friends for the same objects.

Further discussion was deferred.
REPRESENTATIVE OF ENGLISH CONFERENCE.

The Rev. Samuel Coley, representative of the British

Conference, took leave of the Conference in appropriate
terms,

The following resolution was then moved by the Rev. Dr.
Ryerson, seconded by the Hon. James Ferrier, and adopted
by a rising vote of the Conference,—

Resolved,—That this Conference desires to express its pro-
found esteem and ardent love for the Rev. Samuel Coley,
representative of the British Conference of the Parent
Wesleyan Methodist Church, the great pleasure and profit we
have derived from his able and truly Scriptural and Metho-
distic sermons and addresses, and the wise and practical
suggestions which he has from time to time offered to this
Conference ; his kindness and various knowledge have both
atfected and edified us. We beg to express our cordial and
unanimous thanks to our venerated friend for his valuable
and instructive labours among us, and we offer our fervent
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prayers for Mr, and Mus, Coley’s safe return to their native
land, and for their future happiness and welfare,

REPORT OF WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE,

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice, seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Burwash, and

Resolved, —That the report of the Wesleyan Female (lol-
lege, Hamilton, be received, and referred to the Educ

ational
Committee and that it be read in Conference at a future
session.

On motion, leave of absence was given to Mr. I, ]

10ng~
worth and the Hon. S. L.. Shannon,

It was decided that when the Conference adjourns, it

shall stand adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow morning.,
REPORT OF ONTARIO LADIES’ COLLEGE,

The report of the Ontario Ladies’ College, Whitby, was
received, and referred to the Committee on Education.

Conference adjourned at twenty minutes past twelve,

THURSDAY EVENING,
SEPTEMBER 127H,

A Public Meeting on behalf of the KEducational Society
was held in the St. James Street Church this evening, at
half-past seven o’clock. D. Allison, LL.D., occupied the
chair, and able and appropriate addresses were delivered by
the Rev. 8. D. Rice, D.D., the Rev. S, S. Nellies, D.D.,
LL.D., J. R. Inch, LL.D., the Rev. Samuel Coley, and the
Rev. (1, S. Milligan, M. A,
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FRIDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 13TH.

The Conference met at nine o’clock. The President in
the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. John S,
Peach.

The Minutes were read by the Secretary and confirmed,

Before proceeding to the Order of the Da Y, it was moved

by J. Beatty, M.D., and seconded by Mr, Warring
Kennedy,—

That the Order of Business be suspended, that opportunity

may be given to take up motions of which notice has been
given,

In amendment it was moved by My,
seconded by the Rev. A, Langford,—

That the report of the Committee on Class Meetings be
the first Order of the Day.

The amendment was put and lost.
The original resolution was put and lost,

David Plewes, and

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

The Conference then took up the Order of the Day, viz.,
the Report of the Committee on Education, and proceeded
to consider the fourth sub-section of the sixth recommenda-
tion of the Committee relating to the Annual Educational
Meetings, the amendment moved thereto by the Rev. J.
Learoyd, and the amend nent to the amendment moved by
the Rev. J. Wakefield,

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,

The amendment was put and lost,

The recommendation of the Committee (sub-section 6,
recommendation 4) was put and carried,

The successive recommendations of the Committee were
then read.
5
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" In reference to the Board of Victoria College, as reported
by the Committee, it was moved in amendment by Mr.
Thomas Nixon, and seconded by the Rev. E. H. Dewart,—

That the Report of the Committee be re-committed to

amend the ame, by placing the name of Professor Burwash
in place of some other,

This motion was, by permission of Conference, withdrawn.
[t was then moved by the Rev. A, Campbell, and
seconded by the Rev. J. W. Sparling, B.D.,—

That the Report be re-committed to the Committee, with
instructions that the name of Dr. Burwash be substituted
for the name of some other person now on the Board.

The motion was put to the Conference and carried,

The successive recommendations of the Committee were
adopted, and the Committee has leave to sit again.,

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE,

Mr. W. E. Carson presented Report No. 1 of the Com-
mittee on Finarce,
In amendment to the motion for the adoption of the

Report, it was moved by Mr., Warring Kennedy, and
seconded by Dr. Beatty,—

That the lay delegates defray their own expenses,

Pending the discussion of the amendment, Conference
adjourned at twelve o'clock.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON,

SEPTEMBER 1371H.
The Conference met at half-past two o’clock. The Pre.
gident in the chair,

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Wm.
Williams,

The Minutes were read by the Secretary and confirmed.
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The consideration of the Report of ‘the ( ‘ommittee on
Finance was resumed.

The motion of Mr, Warring Kennedy, under discussion
when Conference adjourned, was withdraw

n by permission
of the Conference.

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the
Rev. John Bredin,—

That enquiry be made of each Treasurer of the General
Conference Fund as to whether the Circuits in the Clonfer-

ence he represents have all reported and paid the sums
collected.

In amendment, it was moved by Mr. W, E, Sanford, and
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Pickard,—

That the several reports of the Treasurers of the several
Conferences be referred to the Finance Committee to check,
and report any delinquent Districts to this Conference.

The amendment was adopted.

The Report was referred back to the Finance Committee
for further consideration.

{EPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION.

The Report of the ( ‘ommittee on Education was again
taken up. In reference to the Board of Victoria College,
and the instructions given to the Committee by resolution

passed at the forenoon session, the Committee reports the
following resolution :—

Moved by the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A., seconded by
the Rev. D. Q. Sutherland, B.D.. and

Iiesoluml,~Th‘at, inasmuch as the Rev. Dr. Burwash
earnestly requests that his name be left in abeyance for the
present, the Report of the Committee be sustained ; and,
moreover, that should a vacancy occur during the interim

of the General Conference, the Board be recommended to
appoint Dr. Burwash to gu~* vacancy.
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The Conference then confirmed the nomination of the
Board of Victoria College, as presented by the Committee
on Education in its Report.

REPORT ON BOOK AND PUBLISHING INTERESTS.

The Rev. D. D. Currie submitted the Report of the
Committee on Book and Publishing Interests. The Report,
with a few amendments which are incorporated in the
text, was adopted.

[For Report as finally adopted, see Appendix, |
The following resolution was moved by Mr. Thos. Nixon,
and seconded by Mr. John Francis,—

That the Book Committee be instructed that for the
future, in the preparation of their eport, a distinction be
made in the amounts of ‘“outstanding debts ” as follows :
‘“Outstanding debts due by ministers and preachers,”
$ ; “outstanding debts due by merchants and
others,” $——— ; and also that a statement be prepared
showing the amounts due by number of ministers
and preachers for — years, setting forth the number
owing and amount in each year respectively, and also the
amounts due by numbers of merchants and others
for years,

The motion was laid on the table for consideration at
a future time.

On motion, leave of absence was given to Messrs. Thos,
Hilliard, Donald Wallace, A. S. Fisher, John McCausland,
Wm. M. Gray, W. E. Carson, and the Rev. W. S. Griffin.

It was resolved that the first Order of the Day for to-
morrow shall be the election of Editors and Book Stewards,

The Conference adjourned at fifty minutes past five.
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SATURDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 14TH. _
Conference m: , at nine o’clock. The President in the 1
chair, i
Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. G. O. o
Huestis. i
The Minutes were read by the Secretary and confirmed. ;
On motion, leave of absence was granted to Dr. Beatty. !
Before the Order of the Day was called, it was moved i |
by the Rev 8. F. Huestis, and seconded by the Rev. Dr.
Rice,—

_/ That the motion, of which notice had been given by the
Rev. Mr. Huestis, regarding the mode of election, be taken i
up for consideration. b
In amendment it was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland,
and seconded by the Rev. John Bredin,—
{ That the Order of the Day be discharged, and the Report |
of the Missionary Committee be taken up for consideration, !
The amendment was put and lost. ‘
The resolution was then put and carried.
The resolution, of which the Rev. Mr, Huestis I .d given
notice, was then put and carried, as follows :—
That in the election of Editors and Book-Stewards, the

Conference shall elect by nomination and ballot, without
debate.

ELECTION OF BOOK-STEWARDS AND EDITORS.

The Conference proceeded to the election of a Book-
Steward for the Western Section, when the following
nominations were made :—

The Rev. Samuel Rose, D.D., was nominated by the Rev.
Dr. Rice.

The Rev. William Briggs was nominated by Mr. Thos,
Nixon,
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made as follows S

The Rey, E. H, Dewart ws
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The Rev, A. Suthe
Dr, Sanderson,
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rland wag nominated by the Rev.

A ballot was taken, and

The Rey., E. H. Dewa RT was declared duly elected,

The Conference Proceeded to elect an  Editor for the
Canadian Method;ss Magazine, when the following nomina.-
tions were made ;—

The Rev. W, H. Withrow, M.
Rev. E. B, Harper, M. A

The Rev. E. B. Harper, MA., w

Rev. J, Learoyd.
The Rev. Dy, Sanderson wag nominated by the Rev. Dr,
Williams,
A ballot wag taken, and

The Rev. W H. WITHROW, M.A.,
elected,
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The Conference proceeded to elect a Book-Steward for i
the Eastern Section, when the

made ;—

following nominations were

The Rev. W, H. Heartz was nominated by the Rey, J. 1
Rogers, . 1

The Rev. A. W, Nicolson was nominated by the Rev,
Joseph Hart,

The Rev. J. @G. Angwin wag nominated by Mr, A. B,
Black.

A ballot was taken, but there was no election,
A second ballot was taken, whereupon, |
The Rev. W, H. HEARTZ was declared duly elected,
The Conference proceeded to elect an Editor for the
Wesleyan, when the following nominations were made -
The Rev. T. Watson Smith

Dr. Pickard,

Was nominated by the Rev. 1

The Rev. A, W, Nicolson wag nominated by the Rey. R. .
Alder Temple, il

The Rev. D. D, Currie was nominated by the Rev. 'f
Robert Duncan,

A ballot was taken but there was no election.
A second ballot wasg taken, whereupon,
The Rev. A. W. N ICOLSON was declared duly elected.

COMMITTEE oN METHODIST GENERAL COUNCIL,

The Committee on N ominations reported the following as
the Committee on the Methodist General Council :—

f Rev. Wm. Scott.

“ Dr. Jeffers. | E. Coatsworth,

“ Dr. Nelles, { lewes.

* Dr. Carroll, | Hon. J. Ferrier.

“ E.,B. Ryckman, M.A. | Wm. F. Hall.

* James Taylor, [ D. Allison, LL D.
" Dr. Pope. ' J. R. Inch, LL.D.

L ¢ 5 Milligan, M.A.
The nomination wag confirmed.
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work ; that he shall be considered a member of each of the
several Annual Conferences, and, when present at their
sessions, shall preside over their proceedings ; and that the
President of each Annual Conference shall preside over its
proceedings in the absence of the President of the General
Conference,

That the subject and mode of providing for the support of
the President of the General Conference be referred to the
Finance Committee to report to this Conference as early as
possible,

Laid on the table,

By the Rev. N. R. Willoughby, M. A., in regard to change
of Conference Boundaries. Referred to the Committee on
Boundaries.

By the Rev. Dr. Fowler,—

That the Minutes of the Board of Victoria College be

laid on the table, and open to the examination of any
member of the Conference who shall desire their perusal.

Laid on the table.

By the Rev. W. (. Henderson, M.A., in regard to Evan-
gelistic Agency. Referred to the Committee on the State
of the Church.

By 1. B. Aylesworth, M.D., in regard to Finances of
Victoria College. Referred to the Committee on Education.

By the Rev. J. Hart. Referred to the Committee on
Discipline,

By the Rev. J. A. Rogers. Referred to the Committee
on Discipline.

By the Rev. 8. F. Huestis,—

That all Connexional Notices shall be inserted in our
periodicals free of charge. Laid on the table.

By the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A. Referred to the Com-

mittee on Discipline.
5%
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By Mr. G. W. Webb,—

That he will, to-morrow or some day thereafter, introduce
a resolution touching the numbers to form a quorum for the
efficient working of Committees,

Laid on the table,

By Mr. James Wilson,—

That believing if the Guardian price were reduced to
$1 50 per year there would be a great increase in its circu-
lation—more than sufficient to make up the loss—and in
addition, the percentage formerly allowed to ministers
ought in all fairness to be allowed to subscribers,

LLaid on the table,
By Mr. William Latimer,—

That the Book Steward of the Western section of the
Methodist Church of Canada be authorized and required,
with as little delay as possible, to collect the outstanding
debts now due to said establishment, and in future to
require pay in advance for all books and publications sold
by said Book Steward to any person or persons whatsoever,
except when such goods are sold to merchants or retail
dealers, when they may be allowed three months’ credit if
desired, but no longer; and should he infringe on this
resolution and any loss result in consequence, that he be
held responsible for the amount of such loss.

REPORT OF THE SABBATH-SCHOOL COMMITTEE.,

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on
Sabbath-schools was resumed.

To the clause of the Report regarding the formation of
Juvenile Missionary Societies, it was moved in amendment
by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by the Rev. J. B,
Clarkson,—

That every Superintendent of a Circuit be required to
promote by every means in his power the augmentation of

Juvenile contributions to the funds of the Missionary So-
ciety, by forming Juvenile Missionary Societies, by Sabbath-
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collections, the use of cards or Mission:u-y boxes, or such
other means as may be Judged best in each locality.

The amendment was put and carried.

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Evans, and seconded by

the Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A.,—

That the following clause be added to the Report, and he
inserted after clause 3 of “ General Principles,” on page
98 of the Discipline, viz. : The Methodist Catechism shall
be regularly used in all our Sabbath-schools,

The motion was adopted.

The paragraph of the Report relating to the appointment
of a member of the Sabbath-school Board as a member of
the Book Coremittee, was ruled out of order as affecting the
constitution of the Book Clommittee.

The Report of the Committee on Sabbath-schools, as
amended, was adopted.

[For Report as finally adopted, see Appendix. |
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE.

The Rev. Dr. Williams, on behalf of the Committee on
Discipline, submitted Report No. 4, as follows :—

I. The Committee recommend an addition to paragraph 9,
page 28, of Discipline. After General Conference read,—TIu
the event of the death or disability of the Vice-President,
the President shall convene the Special Committee of the
General Conference, who shall choose by ballot a Vice-
President from among the ministerial members of the last
(zeneral Conference; and in case it may happen that from
death or disability there he no President or Vice-President,
then in that case the Secretary of the last General Confer-
ence shall call together within one month after the death
of the President or Vice-President the (General Conference
Special Committee, who shall choose by ballot from among
the ministerial members of the last General Conference, a
President, who shall immediately enter upon the office, and
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shall have the same power, privilege and authority as if he
had been elected by theGeneral Conference,

2. First line, top of page 28. Instead of “two Assistant
Secretaries,” read, “The Secretary shall nominate such
assistants as he may desive,”

3. Recommend that on page 26, section 1, paragraph 2,
instead of “one member in every eight members,” read,
‘“ one member in every ten members,” &c,

4. To follow second paragraph, page 31. Each Annual
Conference shall have authority by a two-thirds vote of the
ministers present, and voting, to locate any of its members
before they shall have travelled fourteen years, provided
that notice of such location has been given at the previous
Conference, and such; action of the Conference shall be final.

5. In reference to the Memorial from Kil?gston Circuit
on the subject of lay delegation in the Annual Conferences,
the Committee decline to recommend any change in the
constitution of the Church.

6. The Committee recommend that the Discipline, p. 31,
sixth line from the bottom, and which reads, ““ Each Annual
Conference shall assemble in the month of June in each
year,” be so altered and amended as to read ‘“ Each Annual
Conference ~hall assemble not earlier than the third Wed-

nesday in May, nor later than the fourth Wednesday in
June, in each year.”

7. In roference to the Memorial on ministers absenting
themselves from the District Meeting or Conference, the
Committee are of opinion that the Discipline is sufficiently
explicit,

8. On the overture on “ Forbidden Diversions,” the Com-

mittee report that the Discipline contains all that is at
present necessary on the subject.

9. Page 36, section 5, Question 3. Answer be expunged,
and the following be substituted :—All members of Confer-
ence and preachers on trial stationed in each Distriet
respectively, according to the Discipline ; and, except,
during the examination of character and other ministerial
affairs,—which shall be the business of the first day,—the
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Recording Stewards of the several Circuits and Missions,
and one other lay representative for each travelling minister
or preacher appointed in addition to the Superintendent on
each Circuit or Mission ; but the lay members of the Dis-
trict Meetings immediately preceding the General Confer-
ence she.ll have been elected by ballot at the previous
Quarterly Official Meetings of the Circuits.

To the recommendation of the Committee, in paragraph 3,
regarding the number of members of the General Confer-
ence, it was moved in amendment by the Rev. Dr. Rice,
and seconded by the Rev. E. H. Dewart,—

That the next General Confercnce shall consist of two
hundred aud twenty members.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by Mr.
W. E. Dawson, and seconded by Mr, J. N. Coates,—

That instead of the word *ten” the word *twelve ” be
substituted.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

The amendment was put and lost.

The recommendation of the Committee was adopted.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
in regard to the locating of ministers, it was moved by the
Rev. Dr. Ryerson, and seconded by the Rev. J. B. Clark-
son, M.A.,—

That “ twenty years” be substituted for * fourteen years ”
in the recommendation.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by Mr. David Plewes,—

That each Annual Conference shall have authority, by a
two-thirds vote of the ministers present and voting, to
locate any of its members at any time up to the close of the
tenth year from the time of their reception on trial, and
that such action of the Conference shall be final ; provided
that notice of each location be given at the preceding
session of the Conference.

The amendment to the amendment was put and carried.
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LAY DELEGATES,

The following resolution was moved by Mr. W. E. Daw-
son, and seconded by the Hon, W. G. Strong,—

That in the opinion of this “onference it is expedient
that the Discipline be so amended as to allow the introduc-
ticn of lay delegation into the Annual Conferences on the
same basis as that which prevails in the General (Jonference,

It was moved in amendment by the Rev, A

. Sutherland,
and seconded by the Rev. J, Lathern,-—

That this resolution, involving such grave and important
ma.ters, be indefinitely postponed, o that atmple time may
be given to consider the same in all its bearings,

The amendment was carried.

That further considetation of the report of the Committee
on Discipline was deferred.

On motion, leave of absence was granted Messrs, J. H.
Smith and George B. Hume,

The Conference adjourned at five o’clock,

MONDAY M()HN[NG,
SEPTEMBER 16TH.
The Conference met at nine o’clock.

The President in
the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Wmn.
Williams.

The Minutes of the afternoon session of Saturday were

read by the Secretary and confirmed.
The Rev. W. H. Heartz stated that after

giving the
subject careful and conscientious

consideration, he did not
feel at liberty to accept the position of Book Steward for
the Eastern Section, to which he had been e
Saturday. He requested the Conference
the appointment.

lected on
to relieve him of
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[. B. Aylesworth, M.D., gave notice of motion, which
was referred to a Committee on Discipiine.

The Rev. E. H. Dewart gave notice of motion to recon-
sider the rerolution passed in reference to the (hristian
Guardian.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE.

Report No. 5 of Committee on Discipline was resumed,
as follows :—

[n amendment to clause No. 6, it was moved by the Rev.
A. E. Russ, M. A, and seconded by the Rev. Dr. Burwash,-

That the Annual Conferences be allgwed to convene in
September of each year.

The amendment was put and lost.

In amendment to clause No. 9 of the Report, it was
moved by the Rev. Alexander Campbell, and seconded by
the _lev. Charles Fish,—

That the expression “ other ministerial affairs ” be struck
out of the resolution submitted b7 the Committee.

The discussion of the amendment was deferred to take
up the Ovder of the Day for eleven o'clock, viz., the recep-
tion of the delegates from the M. E. Church in Canada.

RECEPTION OF DELEGATES FROM M. E. CHURCH.

The Rev. Dr. Jacques and the Rev. W. Brown, fraternal
delegates from the M. E. Church in Canada, were intro-
duced by the President; the address of their Conference
was read, and the delegates delivered addresses expressive
of fraternal regards and affection, to which the President
responded in behalf of the Conference.

The following resolution was the. moved by the Rev.

Wm. Williams, seconded by the Rev. James Gray, and
adopted unanimously :—
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That this Conference delights to welcome the fraternal
delegates of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Canada ; cordially concurs with the senti-
ments expressed in the address which has been presented,
and heartily reciprocates the utterances of the delegates ;
recognizes with the utmost pleasure the many points on
which we are one, and rejoices to labour side by side with
this and other Methodist Churches in spreading Scriptural
holiness throughout the land ; and we trust that in the
brightening future all divergences of sentiment may dis-
appear, and the Methodism of our country ultimately be-
come one,

RLPRESENTATIVE OF M. E. CHURCH, SOUTH.

The Rev. Dr. Kelly, delegate from the M. E. Church,
South, took leave of the Conference in an affecting address,

to which the President replied in behalf of the Conference ;
whereupon it was

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Green, and seconded by Judge
J ones,—

That while we much regret that the distinguished repre-
sentatives appointed by the M. E. Church, South, were not
able to visit this General Confer ence, and favour us with their
wise counsels, still we are under greal obligations to the
venerable bishops of the said Church for having sent us an
able substitute in the person of our beloved brother, the
Rev. Dr. Kelly. We have received him as a brother
beloved, and have been much edified and benefitted by his
able ministrations. We shall cherist a lively recollection
of his visit to us, and earnestly pray for his future happiness,

and for the success and continued triumphs of the powerful
Church to which he belongs.

On motion, -lcave of absence was granted to the Rev.
J. 8. Clarke and Mr. W. E. Dawson.

The Conference adjourned at fifteen minutes past twelve
o'clock.

———
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MONDAY AFTERNOON,

SEPTEMBER 161H.
Conference met at half-past two o’clock. The President in
the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Carroll.

The Minutes of the forenoon session were read and
confirmed.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE.

The report of the Committee on Discipline was resumed.

In amendment to the amendment proposed by the Rev.
A. Campbell, it was moved by the Rev. H. F. Bland and
seconded by the Rev. Wm. Hansford,—

That lay representatives shall be members of the District
Meeting, except when Ministerial character is under discus-
sion, and shall have the right to vote on all questions, except
those touching the recommendation of Ministeial candidates
and probationers and the superannuated and supernumerary
ministers,

After a protiacted discussion, the previous question was
moved and carried.

The amendment to the amendment was then put and lost.

The amendment was also put and lost.

The original recommendation of the Committee on
Discipline was then put and carried.

The remainder of the Committee’s Report was then sub-
mitted, as follows :—

10. Page 38, expunge, “ 7'hird.—What ministers,” &o.,
and let it form the first part of question twenty-first at the
top of page 49.

Page 38. Alter “ Fourth” to “ Third,” and harmonize the
other questions therewith,
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11. Page 45. The following to follow paragraph 18 :—19.
No person shall be employed by a Chairman of a District,
with a view to entering the ministry, who has not been a
member of our Church one year, and a local preacher in
good standing for six months.

12. Page 45. Remove all after *“ Ques,” down to “ Students’
Fund,” fifth lirte from the bottom, and let it follow after the
questions in sixteenth, ending with ““in the District.”

13. Page 46. Remove questions included in ¢ Four-
teenth,” and let them follow the questions in “ Highteenth,”
p. 48.

14. Page 46. Fifteenth to read, “ What measures can be
adopted for increasing the efficiency of our ministerial
labours 7" The rest of the question to be expunged.

15. Page 47, paragraph 3, to read, ‘Is guficient time
allotted in the arrangement for the quarterly visitation of
the classes, and renewal of tickets, for the Minister or
Preacher,” &ec.

16. Page 47. Twelfth line from the bottom to read *ex-
amination of character and ministerial affairs.”

17. Page 48. To the last line the following additional
question to be added :— Can any measures be adopted for
the promotion of the work of God in the District ?”

18. Page 50. Second line from bottom, * for a Preacher,”
read “for a Local Preacher.”

19. Page 53, Section VIIL. Quarterly Official Meetings.
Seventh line of first paragraph, for “ who may be appointed
by the Societies of the Circuit ; the apportionment and scale
to be fixed by the fourth quarterly meeting, which shall also
specify the mode by which the vote shall be taken,” read
“who may have been appointed by the Societies of the
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Circuit ; the appointment, scale, time, and mode by which
the vote shall be taken shall be arranged by the fourth
Quarterly Official Meeting ; but such,” &e.

20. Page 53. Question 1, answer 1, add “and to receive
the Quarterly Fnancial Report from the Steward of the
Fund for the Poor.”

21. Page 55, Section X1. Society Meetings. Second line
in first paragraph for “ profitable,” read “ practicable.”

22. Page 54, Section IX. Question 2, “ What are the
of a duties Leaders’ Meeting " expunge “to meet at least

once a month, and insert “to meet once a quarter, and
oftener if necessary.”

[t was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland and seconded by
the Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M. A., that the following be added

to recommendation of the Committee regarding employment
of local preachers by Chairmen of Districts,—

That no Chairman shall have authority to employ sny
person with a view to his reception into the active work,
without the consent of the Annual Conference, or of the
Special Committee thereof; and in no case shall any person
be so employed who has been rejected by a Quarterly
Meeting, District Meeting, or Annual Conference.

The resolution was adopted. .

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding probationers at college, resolutions were moved by
the Rev. Dr. Burwash, and seconded by the Rev. Dr, Green,
which were referred to the Committee un Education, pend-
ing which the recommendation of the Committee on Disci-
pline was withdrawn.

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Rice, seconded by the Rev.
N. R. Willoughby, M.A., the Committee on Discipline was

instructed to insert a clause requiring the Superintendents
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of Circuits to answer the question: “ Have you regularly
met the classes and renewed the tickets quarterly ?”

The report of the Committee, as amended, was then
adopted, and the Committee has leave to sit again,

NOTICES OF MOTION.

By the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A., to reconsider recom-
mendation of the Committee on Discipline regarding Leaders’
Meetings. Laid on the table.

By the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A., regarding Credentials
of parties seeking membership from other Churches. Re-
ferred to Committee on Discipline.

By the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A., vegarding local
Missionary Committee. Referred to Committee on Discipline.

The Secretary gave notice that to-morrow morning he
would move that the order of business be suspended, and

that the report of the Committee on Missions be taken up
and considered.

The Rev. Dr. Jacques, delegate from the M. E. Church

in Canada, took leave of the Conference with appropriate
remarks,

On motion, leave of absence was granted to Messrs. Wm.
Beatty, W. H. Austin, John Wilson, and James Bissell,

Mr. G. D. Platt gave notice that he will move to-morrow
morning that during the remainderof this General Conference,
the time allowed to each speaker in debate be limited to
five minutes, unless by special permission of the Conference.

The Rev. J. 8. Coffin gave notice of motion regarding

wembership of Quarterly Official Boards. Referred to
Committee on Discipline.

The Conference adjourned at half-past five o'clock,
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TUESDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 17TH.

Conference met at nine o’clock. The President in the
chair,

S R e
i el Siiemitios =y

i

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Kennedy
Creighton.

AT . > & T

S

s

N ot e

e
- At

The Minutes of the afternoon session of the preceding day
were read by the Secretary and confirmed.

e o by

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

The Hon. W. G. Strong submitted Report No. 2 of the
Finance Committee.

it e e e ]

The report was, on motion, adopted.

[For report as adopted, see Appendix.]

The motion, of which notice had been given at the
preceding session by Mr. G. D. Platt, to amend the Rules
of Order, by restricting speeches of members of Conference
to five minutes, was put and lost.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

The Rev. Wm. Hansford submitted Report No. 1 of the
Committee on Missions. The report was received for
consideration, and taken up clause by clause.

To the recommendation of the Committee regarding a
Ladies’ Missionary Society, it was moved in amendment by
the Rev. L. N. Beaudry, and seconded by the Hon. J.
Ferrier,—

That the portion of the Committee’s report referring to
Bro. Beaudry’s memorial be re-committed for further con-
sideration. :

N
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In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. W. Tindall, and seconded by Mr. Warring Kennedy,—

That the matter of tho organization of a Ladies’ Auxiliary
Society be left in the hands of the Central Board, with
authority to organize the said society, if, in their judgment,
the financial condition of the Church should warrant such a
step during the present quadrennium.

The amendwent to the amendment was put and carried.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding the establishment of new Missions, it was moved
by the Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A., and seconded by the Rev.
R. Duncan,—

That no new Missions shall be established unless by a
vote of the Conference in which the Mission is proposed.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. A. W. Nicolson, and seconded by the Rev. Dr.
Green,—

That no new Missicn shall be opened for the future

without permission of an Annual Conference, and then only
when notice of motion has previously been given,

The amerdment to the amendment was put and lost.

The amendment was then put, and carried by a three-
fourths vote.

The recommendation of the Committee regarding Missions
formed by div.ding independent Circuits, was withdrawn, as

provided for by amendment just adopted. -

In amendment to the recommendation by the Committee
regarding the allocation of the debt among the Conferences,
it was moved by the Rev. G. 8. Milligan, M.A.,—

That it is not expedient to depart from the principle
heretofore recognized for the maintenance of our Missions
by adopting what seems to be direct taxation upon our
several Districts ; but that this Conference is of opinion that
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it is best still to appeal urgeitly to the Congregations o
our Church, and depend upon the voluntary contributions or
our people.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. A. Campbell, and seconded by the Rev. E. A. Staf-
ford,—

That the « am ot $16,000 be apportioned by the Missionary
Board to the several Annual Conferences, and by their
Missionary Committees to the Circuits and Missions within
their bounds, and that special appeals be made at all our
Missionary Meetings for the payment of the same.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

It was further moved in amendment to the amendment
by the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the Rev. William
Hansford,—

That the recommendation of the Committee be amended
by omitting the words * pro rata,” and also the words “ be-

fore the 31ct Decem! er, 1878,” and add the words “ towards
the liquidation of the debt.”

The amsndment to the amendment was put and carried.

The further consideration of the Report was deferred.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

Notices of motion were given as follows, and laid on the
table : —

By the Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That the quorum of the Conference shall be changed from
a majority of the whole to fifty members.

By the Rev. Dr. Potts,—

That in view of the embarrassed state of the General
Conference Fund, fraternal letters be sent to the Wesleyan
Methodist Conference in England, the General Conferences
of the M. E. Churches North and South, and the M. E.
Church in Canada, instead of representatives,

The Conference adjourned at twelve o’clock.
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TUESDAY A FTERNOON,
SEPTEMBER 17TH,

Conference met at half-past two o’clock. The Vice-
President in the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by the Hon. W. G.
Strong,
The Minutes of the forenoon session were read and con-
firmed.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on Mis-
sions was resumed.

To the recommendation of the Committee regarding
publication of Missionary Report, it was moved in amend-
ment by Mr. W. Latimer,— '

That the Annual Report of the Missionary Society do
contain the missionary notices as heretofore ; and that,

with a view of reducing the size and expense thereof, it do
not contain the names of any subscribers for a less sum than

four dollars.
In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. P. Addison and seconded by the Rev. T. W. Jeffery,—

That we have one General Report, and that a summary
of the state of the work be given of each department and
that all the reports from individual sourees be dispensed with,
and that the names of subscribers of two dollars and up-
wards be inserted.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

The amendment was also lost,

The recommendation of the Committee was then adopted.

The recommendation of the Committee to discontinue the
publication of the Missionary Notices was adopted.

To the recommendation by the Committee regarding the
publication of correspondence on missionary subjects, it was
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moved in amendment by the Rev. H. Sprague, M.A., and
seconded by the Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A.,—

That all communications from the Mission Districts
intended for publication in the organs of the Church, shall
be first examined and approved by the Missionary Secretary.

In amendment to the amendment, it wa: moved by the
Rev. Dr. Jeffers and seconded by Mr. E. Coatsworth,—

That the clause relating to the emendation of Missionary
correspondence-be omitted, and the following substituted :—
That the Missionary anthorities prepare and send to
Missionaries, by circular, particular instructions and sugges-
tions as to the matter and spirit of their reports and letters
respecting their Mission field..

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

The amendment was put and carried.

To the recommendation of the Committee regarding’ a
missionary publication for Sunday-schools, it was moved in
amendmet by the Rev. A, Aundrews and seconded by Mr,
W. Latimer,—

That the Book Committee be requested to allow the Mis-
sionary Secretaries to occupy one page of the Sunday School
Advocate for illustrated articles bearing on our Mission
work.

The amendment was adopted.

The recommendation of the Committee regarding the ap-
pointment of Missionary Secretaries was taken up for con-
rideration, and its adoption moved by the Rev. Dr. Young,
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Sanderson,—

In amendment, it was moved by the Mr 0. Plewes and
seconded by Mr. S. Washington,—

That one Missionary Secretary only be elected.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by Mr,
Warring Kennedy and seconded by the Rev. J. Learoyd,—

That there be one Missionary Secretary, and that the

Central Board have authority to secure, for the Mission
6
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office, whatever assistance in their judgment the necessities of
the work may demand.
On motion, it was resolved that when the Conference ad-
journs, it stand adjourned until half-past seven o’clock.
Pending further discussion, the Conference adjourned at
half-past five.

TUESDAY EVENING,
SEPTEMBER 17TH.

Conference met at half-past seven o’clock. The President
in the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Williams. |

The Minutes of the afternoon session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed.

The Consideration o. the Report of the Committec on
Missions was resumed.

The amendment to the amendment, moved at the previous
session by Mr. Warring Kennedy, was put and lost.

It was then further moved in amendment to the amend-
ment, by the Rev. H. F. Bland, and seconded by the Rev.
W. 1. Shaw, LL.B.,—

That there shall be only one Secretary, who shall have
an efficient assistant at a salary of not more than $1,200
a year,

This amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

Tke amendment, moved at the previous meeting by Mr.
D. Plewes, was then put and carried.

Mr. 8. D. Waddy, M.P., of ureat Britain, was introduced
by the President, and briefly addressed the Conference.

The election of the Missionary Secretary, and of a Book
Steward for the Eastern Section, was made the order of the
day for Wednesday at eleven o’clock.

Conference adjourned at fifteen minutes past ten.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 18TH.
Conference met at nine o’clock. The President in the
chair,
Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Charles
Fish.,
The Minutes of the evening session of the preceding day
were read by the Secretary and confirmed,

NOTICES OF REFIRENCE.

Notices of Motions, to be referred to C

ommittees, were
given as follows :—

By the Rev. James McAlister, regarding Election of
Alternates. Referred to Committee on Discipline.

By tL- Rev. James Gray. Referred to Committee on
Discipline,

By the Rev. D~ Fowler. Referred to Committee on
Class Meetings,

By the Rev. Dr. Young. Referred to Committee on
Discipline.

The President gave notice that the minutes of the Board
of Victoria College had been laid on the table and were
accessible to all members of the Conference.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

The report of the Committee on Missions was again taken
up for consideration.

In regard to the recommendation of the Committee re-

specting grants for rent, it was moved by the Rev. A. Campbell
and seconded by the Rev. W. Scott,—

That the Annual Conference Missionary Committee be
authorized to give such notice.

The amendment was adopted.
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As an addition to the recommendation of the Committee
respecting the constitution of the Central Missionary Board,
it was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by
Mr. W. Latimer,—-

That the following be added to the clause defining the

composition of the Central Board :—All appropriations to be
made by this Board, except such as are referred to the
Committee of Finance and Consultation.

The motion was not sustained.

To recommendation of the Committee respecting the
composition of the Committee of Finance and Consultation.
it was moved in amendment by the Rev. J. G. Laird, and
seconded by the Rev.;N. R. Willoughby, M.A.,—

That “ Central Board” be substituted for “ General Con-
ference ” as the authority which is to appoint the Committee
of Finance and Consultation.

The amendment was put and carried.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
respecting Memorial to the House of Commons, it was
moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That the matter of the memorial to the House of Commons
be referred to the Committee of Finance and Consultation,
to take such steps as may be necessary in the case.

The amendment was put and carried.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding the Bermuda District, it was moved by the Rev.
S. F. Huestis, and seconded by the Rev. W. C. Brown,—

That Bermuda be a Mission District connected with
the Nova Scotia Conference.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. James Gray, and seconded by D. Alison, LL.D.,—

That the Committee’s recommendation do lie on the table
till the report from the Committee on Boundaries, bearing
on the general subject, be received.

The amendment to the amendment was put and carried.
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In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding the Japan Mission, the Rev. James Gray moved
the resolution of which he had given notice, as follows :- -

Whereas, the Methodist Church of Canada, and the
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States, have both
established Missions in Japan ; und Whereas we bhelieve that
Methodism is essentially one in every part of the world, and
the setting up of rival Methodist altars in heathen lands
while we are endeavouring to unite the various sections of
the Church at home, is inconsistent and injurious; and
Whereas we believe that by diminishing the number of :
Methodist organizations we would greatly subserve the 5
interests of the cause of God, by not only increasing its
efficiency, but also reduciag the expenses, and giving a
practical illustration of our desire for the fulfilment of the
Saviour’s prayer ““that they all may be one, as Thou Father
art in Me and I in Thee ; that they also may be one in us,
and that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me.”
Therefore,—

Resolved that the question as to whether it is desirable or
practicable to amalgamate the two bodies, be submitted to
the Missionary Committees of the several Annual Conferences
for their consideration, with instructions to such Committees
to report after their next annual meetings, to the Central
Board of Missions, their opinion on this question, and that
the Central Board, if they deem it advisable, shall be
empowered to open a communication with the Missionary
authorities of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United
States, with a view to such amalgamation. The whole case
to be reported by the Central Board to the next General
Conference.

The amendment was put and lost, and the recommendation
of the Committee was adopted.

RESIGNATION OF THE REV. DR. WOOD.

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson submitted the Report of a
Committee appointed to prepare resolutions relative to the
retirement of the Rev. Enoch Wood, D.D., from the office
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of Missionary Seéretary, as intimated in the following
letter :—

To the Rev. President and Members of the General Conference
and the Central Board of the Missionary Society of the
Methodist Church of Canada :—

DEAR BRETHREN,—After more than fifty-two years of
uninterrupted connection with Missionary work, in the
West Indies, New Brunswick, and U pper Canada, I have
resolved at the expiration of the present Conference year to
ask for such a change of relationship as will liberate me trom
the duties and responsibilities of one of the Secretaries of
the Missionary Society, to which office, by your favour, I
was appointed.

With grateful vemembrances of the distinctions and
kindnesses received from the members of the Conferences,
and the Methodist Church of Canada, lay and ministerial,
for the pust thirty-one years,

[ am, Dear Brethren,
Faithfully your obedient servant,
In Christ the Lord,
Exoca Woop.

On the foregoing, the Committec reported as follows ;—

The Committee to whom the Rev. Dr. Wood's letter, of
the 31st ult., tendering his resignation of the office of
Secretary of the Missionary Society, was referred, with
instructions to draft and report resolutions suitable for the
occasion, beg leave to recommend the adoption of the following
by the Conference, viz. :—

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, and seconded by the
Hou. J. Ferrier,—

I. That in accepting the Rev. Dr. Wood’s resignation
of the office of Missionary Secretary, to take effect at the
end of this Conference year, this Conference desires to
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express its profound esteem for his character and virtues,
its grateful sense of his fervent and successful labours in
the ministry for more than half a century, the faithfulness
and ability with which he discharged the duties of General
Superintendent of Missions from 1847 to 1868, and after-
wards those of General Missionary Secretary from that time
to the present, besides his having filled with distinguished
ability for ten years the office of President of the Canadian
Conference—now constituting the Toronto, London, and
Montreal Conferences; and this Conference earnestly prays
that our honoured and beloved brother may, during the
evening of his long and laborious life, enjoy the richest
consolations of the gospel which he has preached,—ever living
in the affectionate esteem and love of our whole Church, in
anticipation of the rest which remains for the people of God,

and the glorious reward promised to the good and faithful
servant,

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Green, and seconded by the Rev.
E. B. Harper, M.A.,—

2. That this Conference, in order that the Society may
continue to enjoy the benefit of the wise counsels which,
from his long experience in conducting its affairs, he must be
specially qualified to give, respectfully requests the Rev. Dr.
Wood, on his retirement from the position of Senior
Secretary, to assume the relation of Honorary Secretary to
our Missionary Society, and, as such, to attend, so far as he
can make it convenient to himself to do 80, the meetings of
the Committee of Finance and Consultation and of the
Central Board, and to take part in all their deliberations.

3. That Dr. Wood'’s letter and the above resolutions be
entered and published in the Journal of this Conference.

The preceding resolutions were successively put to the
Jonference and unanimously adopted.

ELECTION OF MISSIONARY SECRETARY AND TREASURER.

The Conference proceeded to the election of the Secretary
of the Missionary Society, whereupon —
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The Rev. Dr. Potts nominated the Rev. Alexauder
Sutherland for that office. No other nomination having

been made, the Rev. Mr. Sutherland was declared elected
by acclamation.

The Rev. Dr. Jeffers then nominated the Rev. A. Suther-
land as Clerical Treasurer and Mr. John Macdonald, as
Lay Treasurer of the Missionary Society. No other nom-

inations having been made, these gentlemen were declared
elected by acclamation.

ELECTION OF BOUK-STEWARD, EASTERN SECTION,

The Rev. W, H. Heartz having tendered to the Confer-

ence his resignation of the office of Book-Steward, to which
he had previously been elected, and the same having been
accepted,

The Conference proceeded to elect a Book-Steward for
the Eastern Section, in the place of the Rev. W, H. Heartz,
resigned.

Nominations were made as follows :—

The Rev. Dr. Pickard was nominated by the Rev. Joseph
Hart.

The Rev. 8. F. Huestis was nominated by the Rev. R.
Alder Temple,

The Rev. J. G. Angwin was nominated by the Rev. Dr.
Pickard.

A ballot was taken, and the Rev. HumpHREY PickARD,
D.D., was declared duly elected.

REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE M. E. CHURCH,

The Rev. Dr. Upham, delegate from the M. E. Church
of the United States, took leave of the Conference in ap-
propiate terms,—
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Whereupon, the following resolution was moved by the
Rev. Dr. Willians, seconded by Judge Jones, and unani-
mously adopted :-

Resolved,—That we have enjoyed with unmitigated satis-
faction the visit to this General Conference of the distin-
guished Representative of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in the United States, the Rev. Dr, Upham. That we have
listened with great pleasure to his words of love and
traternal sympathy, and most heartily reciprocate them,
We have been edified by his able and instructive pulpit
ministrations ; and rejoice in the great prosperity at home,
and the success abroad, which it has pleased our common
Saviour to grant to the Great Church he has so ably repre
sented ; and in his departure from us we would place on
record our appreciation of his personal character, and of the
manner in which he has fulfilled his mission to us; and we
devoutly implore for him a safe return to his home and field
of labour.

ELECTION OF EDITOR OF THE * WESLEYAN.”

The Rev. A. W. Nicolson tendered to the Conference his
resignation of the office of Editor of the Wesleyan, to which
he had been previously elected, ind the same was accepted.

The Conference then proceeded to elect an Editor of the
Wesleyan, in place of the Rev. A. W. Nicolson, resigned.

Nominations were made as follows :—

The Rev. T. Watson Smith was nominated by the Rev,
Howard Sprague, M.A.

The Rev. D. D. Currie was nominated by the Rev. R.
Duncan,

A ballot was taken, and the Rev. D. D. CURRIE was
declared dulv elected,

The Secretary read the fraternal address of the Austral-
asian General Conference,

[For address, see Appendix. |
¥
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On motion, it was
Resolved,—That the Nominating Committee shall nomi-

nate Committees to prepare answers to the addresses of

other Conferences.

On motion, it was

Resolved,—That the Conference do adjourn, to enable the
representatives of the Anuual Conferences to elect members
of the Book Committee.

And the Conference adjourned accordingly at forty-tive
minutes past eleven.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON,
SEPTEMBER 18TH.

Conference met at half-past two o’clock. The President
in the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. John
Hunt.

The Minutes of the morning session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed.

The motion of the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, regarding the
President of the General Conference, was, on motion, re-
ferred to the Committee on Discipline.

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson gave notice of the following
motion,—

I give notice that 1 will on to-morrow move that the
Missionary Board at Toronto he authorizad to correspond
with the Missionary Board of the M. K. Church at New
York, with a view of securing unity of action and labour as
far as possible in the Methodist Missionary work in Japan.

Moved by the Rev. Dr, Potts, seconded by the Rev. A.
Sutherland,—

That the Rev, Dr. Rose, the Hon. James Ferrier, James

R. Inch, LL.D., and Mr. Warring Kennedy be appointed
a standing Committee on Finance, and that they be in-
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scructed to negotiate a loan of four thousand dollars, to meet

the expenses incurred in connection with the General Con-
ference.

The motion was adopted,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY.

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on
[tinerancy was resumed.

In amendment to paragraph 13 of Committee’s report, it
was moved by the Rev. Dr. Sanderson and seconded by the
Rev. Joseph Hart,—

That any minister transferred shall zontinue a member of
the Conference from which he is transferred till the close of
his Conference session. Nevertheless the Stationing Com-
mittee of the Conference to which he is transferred shall
have authority to station him at the same time when the
ministers and preachers of that Conference are stationed by
such Committee,

In amendment to the amendment it was moved by the

Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., and seconded by the Rev. J.
B. Clarkson,—

That the Transfer Committee shall have authority to fix
the date at which the transfer shall take effect.

The a xendment to'the amendment was put and carried.

As an addition to the Report of the Committee on
[tinerancy, it was moved by the Rev. Thomas S, Keough,
and seconded by the Rev. Alexander Sutherland,—

That the Secretary of the Transfer Committee shall, im-
mediately after the rising of the Committee, report to the
Secretary of each Annual Conference affected, all transfers
to and from -such Conference, and the date at which such
transfers shall take effect.

The motion was adopted.
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The portion of the Report respecting Transfers was, on
motion of the Rev. J. Lathern, seconded by the Rev. J. G.
Angwin, re-committed for further consideration.

To recommendation of the Committee respecting the Com-
position of the Stationing Committee, it was moved in
amendment by the Rev. R. Fowler, M.D., and seconded
by Dr. Norris,—

That the Constitution of the Stationing Committee be so
changed as to make this Committee consist of one represen-
tative from each District elected by the joint vote of the lay
and ministeral members at the Annual District Meeting.

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by Mr.
8. 8. Junkin, and seeonded by Mr. W. Latimer,—

That there be only one member of the Stationing Com-
mittee for each District, who shall be Chairman thereof, who

shall be elected by the ministers of each District at the close
of the Conference.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.
The amendment was put and lost.

The recommendation of the Committee was then put and
adopted.

In amendment to the report of the Committee respecting
Memorials asking for extension of term of Pastoral Serv jce
the Rev. E. A. Stafford moved,—

To add to Article 2 on page 31 of the Discipline, after :

the words “ Stationing Committee,” the following :—* But
in exceptional cases any Annual Conference shall have
power by a majority of two-thirds of those present and
voting thereon, to direct the Stationing Committee to extend
a minister’s term of service beyond three years.” Also, to
Article 5, on page 34, after the words * same cirenit,” add,
““unless by a dispensation of the Annual Conference.”

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the

Rev. G. Richardson, and seconded by the Rev. A. E. Russ,
M.A.,— :
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That the Stationing Committee shall have power to
station a minister a fourth year, when the Official Board
shall request such extension of term.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,
The amendment was put and lost.

The recommendation of the Committee was then adopted.

The Conference adjourned at half-past five o’clock, to meet
again at half-past seven.

WEDNESDAY EVENING,
SEPTEMBER 18TH.

The Conference met at half-past seven o'clock. The
President in the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. E. A,
Stafford,

The Minutes of the afternoon session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed,

The Rev. Dr. Sanderson submitted the Report of the
Committee on the Superannuation Fund, and the Report of

the Superannuation Fund Board. The latter was, on
motion, adopted.

Tot. recommendation of the Committee regarding the
per centu. ‘or investment, &, —

It was ni. ed in amendment by the Rev. T. G. Williams,
and seconded by the Rev, Wm, Hansford,—

That the annual subscription of all our ministers and
preachers in the active work shall not be less than ten
dollars per year, and that five per cent. of the regular
income of the fund shall form a first charge on the current
income of each year, and be added annually to the invested

capital, only when ten-twelfths of the claim of each claimant
has been paid.
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In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. T. 8. Keough, and seconded by the Rev. Chas. Fish,—

That five per cent. for investment be taken from that part
only of the income which comes from ministers’ suhscripnions.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

In further amendment to the amendment, it was moved
by the Rev. S. Bond,—

That the scale of payments and the endowment be con-
tinued as now.

A vote was taken, and Mr. Bond’s amendment was

adopted.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding a grant towards allowance of Superannuated
Missionaries, it was moved by the Rev. H. Sprague, M.A.,
and seconded by the Rev. N. F. Huestis,—

“ Whereas the Superannuation Fand, though nominally
a fund of the Methodist Church of Canada, is in reality a
fund of three Conferences only, while the Missionary Fund
is a fund to which the whole Church coutributes ; therefore
Resolved,—That in the interests of the Mission Fund and the
work of our Church, it is expedient that the grant made by
the Central Missionary Board to the Superannuation Fund

during the past four years, be not continued beyond the
present time.”

[n amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. Dr. Nelles, and seconded by Mr, Thomas Nixon,—
That the matter now under discussion be referred to a

Committee, to be named by the Chair, for consideration and
adjustment, and to report to this Conference.

Pending discussion, the Conference adjourned at half-past
ten o’clock.
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THURSDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 197H.

The Conference met at nine o’clock, The President in
the chair,

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. J. Mec.-
Alister.

The Minutes of the evening session of the preceding day
were read by the Secretary and confirmed.

The Rev. E. B, Ryckman, on behalf of the Nominating
Committee, presented the Report naming Committees to
prepare traternal addresses to other Conferences, as follows :
To the British Conference -—The Rev. E, Ryerson, D.D,,

LL.D., the Rev. H. Pickard, D.D., the Hon. J. Ferrier,
M. E. Church of the United States -—The Rev. E. H
the Rev. G. H. Davis, J. R. Inch, LL.D.
M. E. Chwrch, South -—The Rev. E. B, Harper, M.A., the
Rev. Joseph Hart, M. Warring Kennedy.

Australasian Conference —The Rev. N, Burwash, S.T.D.,
the Rev. James Graham, and Mr, J, B. Morrow.

.Dewart,

M. E. Church in Canada - ~The Rev. James Gray, and the
Rev. John Shaw

On motion, the nominations were confirmed.

A communication from members of the Methodist Church
in Toronto, in regard to the election of Book»-Steward, was
read, and referred to the Committee on Memorials,

The Rev. R. Duncan gave notice of

motion, which was
referred to the Committee on Discip]inc.

The motion of Mr. Thomas N ixon, of which notice had
been given, regarding a Conference in M anitoba, was referreg
to the Committee on Discipline,

[. B. Aylesworth, M. D., gave notice of the following
motion :

i
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That Superannuated ministers shall not have a claim
upon the Superannuated Ministers Fund for those years
during which they shall have been employed and paid by

Societies, Corporations, or bodies not paying annually into
that fund.

REPORT OF SUPERANNUATION FUND COMMITTEE,

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on the
Superannuation Fund was resumed,

The amendment to the amendment proposed by the Rev.,
Dr. Nelles was put and ca rried, and the President, in
accordance therewith, named the following Committee :—

Rev. Dr. Green, Rev. S. F. Huestis,
v Dr. Sanderson, » Dr. Rice,
v Dr. Pickard,

to report to this Conference.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding the powers of the Superannuation Fund Board,

It was moved by the Rev. N. R. Willoughby, M.A.,
and seconded by the Rev. James Gray,—

That the words “ Their action shall be final” be struck
out,

In amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. Dr. Green,

That the action of the Board be final unless reversed by
the Court of Appeal.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,

The amendment was then put and carried.

To the recommendation of the Committee regarding
claimants on the Fund, the resolution of which notice had
been given by I. B. Aylesworth, M.D., was moved as an
amendment by him, and seconded by Mr. E. Coatsworth,

[n amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by D. Allison, LL.D.,—
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That the claims of a minister op the Superannuation
Fund shall not be prejudiced by his having been engaged in
the service of any Department, Society, or Corporation,
within or without the Church, provided such service js

rendered by the appointment, or with the consent of, his
Conference.

The amendment was put and carried.j

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Potts, and seconded by
the Rev. T. W, J effery,—

That in case of death or other disqualification of any mem.
ber of the Superannuation Board during the present quad-
rennium, the Board is authorized to £] up the said vacancy
from the sections affected by such death or disqualification.

The motion was adopted,

't was moved by the Rev. Dr. Green, and seconded by

the Rev. Dr. Sanderson, as an addition to the Report of
the Committee,—

That this Conference earnestly recommends the members
and friends of the Church to make bequests to the Super-
annuation Fund for permanent endowment, and to use the
following language in making such bequests :—

I give and bequeath to the Superannuation Fund of the
Methodist Church of Canada dollars, to be paid to
the Treasurers of the said Fund, out of my personal estate,
immediately after my death.

The motion was adopted.

The Report of the Committee, as amended, was then
adopted.

[For Report as finally adopted, see Appendix. |

[t was moved by the Hon. James Ferrier, and seconded
by the Rev. J. Lathern,—

That the Hymn-Book Committee’s Report be made the

Order of the Day for the commencement of the afternoon
session,

The motion was adopted,
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REPORT OF COMMUTATION INVESTMENT FUND.

The Report of the Treasurers of the Commutation Fund
was submitted by the Rev. Dr. Green, Treasurer, and on
motion of the Rev. Dr. Green, seconded by the Rev. Dr.
Fowler, the Report was adopted.

[For Report, see Appendix.]

REPORT OF CONTINGENT FUND COMMITTEE.

The Rev. T, S. Keough submitted the Report of the
Contingent Fund Committee.

On motion, the Report, as a whole, was adopted.

[For Report, see Appendix. |

On motion of the Rev., W, Scott, it was

Resolved,—That the first subject to be considered after
the Report of the Hymn-Book Committee be that part of

the Report of the Committee on Education referring to
the Stanstead Wesleyan College.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN’S FUND.

The Rev. S. Bond submitted the Report of the Committee
on the Children’s Fund.

A communication was read from the Directors of the
Montreal Horticultural Society, inviting the Conference,
as a body, to visit their Exhibition, now open, free from all
expense. The Secretary was instructed to return an auswer
accepting the invitation for twelve o’clock to-day.

On motion, it was

Resolved,—That the Report of the Committee on Class
Meetings be the first order of the day for to-morrow.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Sanderson,—

That the Revs. Dr. Green, W, Briggs, J. Gray, John
Macdonald, Esq., and Joseph Lister, Esq., be she Commuta-
tion Fund Investment Committee.

The motion was adopted.
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On motion of the Rev. James Gray, seconded by the Rev.
Dr. Pickard, it was

Resolved,—That the name of the Fund of the General
Conference be “ The General Conference Fund.”

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on the
Children’s Fund was taken up.

[n amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
vegarding the capitation tax, it was moved by the Rev. H.
F. Bland,- -

That all young persons under fifteen years of age shall be
exempt from the operation of the Children’s Fund Tax.

The amendment was not sustained.

[n amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding children on Mission Districts, it was moved
by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by the Rev. J. B,
Clarkson, M.A.,—

That the words ‘ other
be struck out.

The amendment was adopted.
The Conference adjourned at twe

Foreign and Missionary Districts”

Ive o’clock.

THURSDAY AFTERNO( N,

SEPTEMBER 197H,
The Conference met at half-past two o'clock. The President
in the chair.
The devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev.
William Scott.

The Minutes of the preceding session were read and
confirmed,

The Rev. H. F. Bland gave notice of motion as follows :—

That this General Conference believing that many of our
young people are not recognized as members of the Church
who ought to be, earnestly recommends the Annual Con-
ferences to remove, as far as practicable, all

financial
impediments to their recognition,
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REPORT OF CHILDREN'S FUND COMMITTEE.

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on the
Children’s Fund was resumed.

In amendment to the recommendation of the Committee
regarding children of former New Connexion ministers, it
was moved by the Rev. J. C. Slater, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That the children of ministers of the late New Connexion
Chnrch, born while their fathers were probationers, have
claims on the fund by virtue of the special arrangement
referred to on page 118 of Discipline of 1874, clause 5,
relating to Children’s Fund ; and as it is ascertained that
before the Union they received the same in amount and
duration as regular claimants, they shall continue to do so.

The discussion of the amendment was deferred to allow
consultation of records.

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Ryerson,—

That the quorum of the Conference shall be changed from
a majority of the whole to fifty memhers,
The motion was adopted by a three-fourths vote.

REPORT OF THE HYMN-BOOK COMMITTEE.

The consideration of the Report of the Hymn-book
Committee was resumed.

In amendment to the motion for the adoption of the
Report, which had been moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland
and seconded by the Rev. J. Lathern, it was moved by the
Rev. R. Fowler, M.D., and seconded by the Rev. Dr. Potts,—

That the hymns in the present collection numbered from
I to 539, and classified under the head of A Collection of
Hymns for the Use of the People called Methodists, By the
Rev. John Wesley, M.A., sometime Fellow of Lincoln
College, Oxford,” be retained unchanged in order and
expression in the new Hymn-book.
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It was moved in amendment to the amendment by the
Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A.. seconded by the Rev. E. B,
Harper, M.A.,—

That the Report of the Hymn-Book Committee, appointed
by the last General Conference, be adopted, and that the
Hymn-Book Committee be re-appointed and authorized to
complete and publish the Hymn-Book within two years,

Pending discussion, the Conference adjourned at half-past
five o’clock, to meet again at half-past seven.

THURSDAY EVENING,
SEPTEMBER 19TH.

The Conference met at half-past seven o'clock. The Vice-
President in the chair,

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Young.

The Minutes of the afternoon session were read by the
Secretary and confirmed

The Report of the Committee on the Children’s Fund was
again taken up for consideration, and adopted.
[For Report, see Appendix.]

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMORIALS.

The Report of the Committee on Memorials was submitted
1

by the Rev. J. @, Laird, and, on motion, the same was
adopted.

| For Report, see Appendix. ]
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORSHIP,

The Committee on Public Worship submitted its Report
through the Rev. W. §, Blackstock, and, on motion, the
Report was adopted.

[For Report, see Appendix. ]
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REPORT ON HYMN-BOOK,

The discussion on the Report of the Hymn-book Committee
was resumed.

The amendment to the amendment, moved by the Rev.
E. B. Ryckman, M.A., was put and carried.

On motion of the Rev. J. Hart, seconded by the Rev.
Dr. Stewart, D. Allison, LL.D., was appointed on the Hymn-
Book Committee, in place of the late Judge Wilmot,

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Nelles, seconded by the Rev.,
T. W. Jeffery, the Rev. Dr. Jeffers was added to the Hymn-
Book Committee,

On motion, leave of absence was given to Messrs. R. A.
Gibson, Thomas McKittrick, and John Francis,

The Conference adjourned at ten o’clock.

FRIDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 20TH.
The Conference met at nine o’clock. The President in

the chair.

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. John

Bredin.

The Minutes of the evening session of the preceding day
were read by the Secretary and confirmed.

On motion, the resolution of which notice had been

given by Mr. Warring Kennedy, in reference to a, Day of

Thanksgiving, was referred to the Committee on N omina-
tions, to appoint the Committee provided for by such reso-
lution.
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The motion, of which notice had been given by Mr,
Warring Kennedy, regarding Codification of Rules, was
referred to the Committee on Discipline,

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT ON EDUCATION,

The Rev. Dr., Rice submitted a supplementary Report of
the Committee on Education, and ‘moved the following
resolution, which was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Green,—

That as the purposes of the Educational Society contem-
plated the establishment of an Educational Institution in
Manitoba, and for French work in Quebec, the Advisory
Committee of the Society be empowered to make such
appropriation as may be necessary, according to their claims.

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. W. S. Black-
stock,—

That the Rev, Dr. Rice’s resolution do lie on the table
until that part of the Report of the Educational Committee

which refers to Stanstead Wesleyan College has been con-
sidered.

The amendment was put and lost,

The original resolution was then pui and carried.

REPORT ON CLASS-MEETINGS.

The Rev. R. Alder Temple submitted the Report of the
Committee on Class-Meetings, and its adoption was moved
by Mr, Warring Kennedy, and seconded by Mr. William

Latimer,

[n amendment it was moved by the Rev. W. R. Parker,
M.A., and seconded by Mr, A. McRoberts,—

That, inasmuch as the class meeting is not specifically
named in Section 6, page 12 of the Discipline, in the
Summary of ordinances attendance upon which is expected
of all who desire to continue 1a our Church ; and, moreover,
inasmuch as it is found impracticable 1o proceed to the
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extreme act of excluding from membership for non-attend-
ance upon class-meeting, as enjoined on page 22, answers
1 and 2, in the Discipline, without severing from their
chosen and cherished spiritual home, and sacrificing to the
Methodist Church, ‘many whose constitutional and con-
scientious difficulties preclude such attendance, but whose
Christian character, as evidenced by a godly conversation
and conduct, and by the use of the other means of grace, is
such as to establish beyond question their eligibility for
membership in the Church of Christ, by the test significantly
prouounced by our Lord Himself: “ By their fruits ye shall
know them.”

Be it therefore enacted, That question 3, and answers
1 and 2, pages 21 and 22, be left out of the revised edition
of the Discipline ; and thus attendance upon class-meet-
ing be regarded, as it is with the prayer-meeting, the ex-
pression of a desire to “ flee from the wrath to come,” and
to “ perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord,” rather than
the evidence of meetness for connection and communion
with the Church of God.

In amendment to the amendment, 1t was moved by the
Rev. H. F. Bland, and seconded
Ferrier,—

by the Hon. James

1. That the class-meeting shall be maintained as an In-
stitution of the Church, and recommended as a Christian
privilege, but not enforced as a test of membership,

2. That conformity to our General Rules shall be the
condition of Church membership, and that questions 3 and 4,
on pages 21 and 22, relating to the class-meeting, shall be
expunged.

3. That every members ot the Church, whether he meet
in class or not, shall be connected with some Leader, who
shall be responsible for his moral and spiritual oversight,.

Pending discussion, the Conference adjourned at twelve
o’clock.
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FRIDAY AFTE RNOON,

SEPTEMBER 20TH,

The Conference met at three o’clock. The President in

the chair.
Devotional exercises were ¢

Parker, M A,

The Minutes of the forenoon session were read by the Asg-
sistant Secretary and confirmed,

[t was moved by the Rev. E. H. Dewart, and seconded
by the Rev. N. R, Willoughby, M.A.,,—

That the motion of the Rev. J. B, Clarkson, M. A.
ing the Christian Guardian, be reconsidered

The motion was adopted,

onducted by the Rev. W. R.

, regard-

[t was then moved by the Rev. E, H. Dewart, and
seconded by the Rev. N, R. Willoughby, MA.—

That ministers shall pay one dollar
Christian Guardian, and that the
to the Book Committee,

per annum for the
matter of premiums be Jeft

In amendment, it wag moved by the Reyv, Dr. Rice, and
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Green,—

That the Guardian be sent to ministers free, and that the
matter of premiums be left to the Book Committee,

The amendment was put and lost,

The resolution was put and carried,

[t was moved by the Rev. D. D, Currie, and
the Rev. Dr, Pickard,—

That ministers pay one dollar for the e
that the matter of premiums be left to the Book

The motion was adopted.,

The Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., on behalf
ating Committee, submitted the names of g
consider the question of a day of thanksgiving,

Rev. Dr, Rose.

v Dr. Evans,
" WIHIam SCOtt-
7

seconded by

sleyan, and
Committee,

of the Nomin-
Committee to

as follows :—.

Rev. James Taylor,
n  Joseph Hart,
v James Dove.
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delegations, was reported, and adopted :—

I. TORONTO CONFERENCE.
E. B. Harper, M.A.

Dr. Young. | E. Coatsworth.

Dr. Potts. | James Gooderham.
N. R. Willoughby, M.A. | Richard Brown.

J. E. Betts. 5

I1I. LONDON CONFERENCE.

Dennis Moore.
Judge Jones.
A. McRoberts.
S. S. Junkin.

Dr. Williams.
Dr. Sanderson.

David Savage.
E. B. Ryckman, M.A.

III. MONTREAL CONFERENCE.

Hon. ]. Ferrier.
W. Hansford. | Sheriff Patrick.
E. A. Stafford. ‘ M. Lavell, M.D.
W. Scott.

I[V. NovaA ScoriaA CONFERENCE.

J. B. Morrow.
T. W. Smith. D. Allison, LL.D.

J. McMurray. |

Warring Kennedy.

| 1878

The Report of the Committee on Class-meetings was called,
Further discussion was deferred till the evening session.

The Report of the Committee on Missions, nominating the
members of the Central Board for the next four years, was
submitted by the Secretary, and, on motion, laid on the table.

The following return of the members of the Book Com-
mittee, as elected by ballot by the several Annual Conference

V. NEW BRUNSWICK AND P. E.I. CONFERENCE.,

Rev. Joseph Hart. Rev. Robert Duncan.
v Henry Pope, D.D. [ w John Lathern.
w James R. Inch, LL.D. |
VI. NEWFOUNDLAND CONFERENCE.
Rev. James Dove. |  Rev. G. S. Milligan,M.A.

The Conference adjourned at half-past five o’clock, to meet
at half-past seven,
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FRIDAY EV ]NJNG,
SEPTEMBER 20TH,

tat half-past seven o’clock. The Vice-

The Conference me
President in the chan

Devotional exercises wer

e conducted by the Rey. Dr.
Potts,

The Minutes of the afternoon

session were read and con-
firmed,

It was moved by the Rev, George Douglas, LL.D., and
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Carroll,—

That inasmuch ag the Committee on Finance hag dissolved,
and certain small bills remain unpaid, the Treasurer, the
Rev. Dr. Rose, is hereby empowered to settle claims accord-
ing to his best Judgment,

The motion wag adopted.

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Rose,—

That the Secretary of this General Conference do issue
a circular addressed to the Superintendentg of Circuits
in the Annual Conferences, embodying the directions
General Conf'erence, re-
each preaching appoint-
ment for General Conference purposes, and especially to pay
the expenses already incurred 5 and that said collections be
paid to the Treasurers of the several Annua] Conferences, and
be by them immediately transferred to the Treasurer of the

(eneral Conference, so ag to stop the interest on sums
already advanced,

In amendment, it was moved by the Rev. J. B, Clarkson,
M.A., and seconded by D. Allison, LL.D.,—

That this Conference requests the Presidents of the several
Annual Conferences to gee that the General Confer
lection is taken up in every Circuit and Mission, and re-
mitted to the General Treasurer as soon ag possible,

The amendment was adopted.

ence col-
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REPORT ON CLASS-MEETINGS.

. . . .
The consideration of the Report of the Committee on
Class-meetings was resumed.
The amendment to the amendment, moved by the Rev.,

H. F. Bland, was put and lost.
It was further moved in amendment to the amendment,

by the Rev. J. Hunt, and seconded by the Rev. J. H.

Starr,— . |

That being profoundly imp'ressed with the nnpo.rtalice‘of
promoting Christian f'c]lowshlp. as nearly as practlcabs‘e ac-
cording to the requirements of th(f New l(:stament.;, C‘Iilp-.
tures ; believing also tlmt' the (,rl;.l‘ss—mee.tmg approaches
nearer than any other practice to this re(‘p.ll}'en)ent., a:ul 1'(:-
garding frequent discussions on t!le conditions of 1'(/}1111';:1
membership as calculated ‘to be in jurious, in unsettling the
minds and thereby retarding the spiritual progress of our
members, therefore,— |

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference llereb.y re-
affirms the rule of our Church to regard the class-meeting as
a test of membership therein. .

2. That devout and seriously .(li:t;pnst,-(l persons in our
various congregations seeking Christian te]loyslnp, but W}‘IO
cannot be persuaded to become members of our 'clusses, .()le
invited to join us, and be welcomed at the table of the Lord,
and their names entered on the Circuit record as communi-
cants. That such persons sl_m‘ll be rug;.u'(led as under thlt{a
special pastoral care of our n.llll'lstEI.‘S., to 111(1’1}%@ them to‘_seeu
the attainment of higher Christian life and spiritual blessings.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

It was further moved in amendment to the amendment,
by the Rev. T. W. Jeffery, and seconded by the Rev. J. G.

Laird,— o
That the recognition of admission to the member.shlp of
the Methodist Church of Canada shall be by a public pro-
fession, on the part of the candidate for membership, of oulxl'
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as the only Saviour from a
sin ; and the expression of the desire to be thus saved, and
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an intention to strive earnestly to live up to the belief ; and
that the test of membership shall be—the regular attend-
ance upon the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, which mem-
bership shall not be questioned so long as the life and char-
acter shall be in harmony with the General Rules of our
Church.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,

[t was further moved in amendment to the amendment,
by the Rev. L. Hooker, and seconded by Mr. R. Kenny,—

1. That the law of our Church bearing upon Class-meet-
ings remain as it is.

2. That the General (onference declares that the test of
membership in the Methodist Church is not alone in attend-

ance at class, but also in obedience to the General Rules of
our Church.

3. That question 3, P- 21 in the Discipline be so amended
as to read, “ What shall we do with those members of our
Church who wilfully and repeatedly neglect to meet in class,
and the other means of grace provided by our Church ?”

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

[t was further moved in amendment to the amendment,
by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by the Rev. Dr.
Potts,—

That we record our unwavering conviction of the great
value of the class-meeting as a means for promoting the
spirituality and growth of the Church ; yet we judge that a
tigid interpretation and application of the rule in reference
to attendance at class may, in not a few instances, prove a
hindrance rather than a help, by imposing on some con-
sciences a burden which they are not able to bear, leading to

a neglect of the most important ordinances of the Church ;
therefore,

Resolved,—That Superintendents of Circuits, in conjunc-
tion with the Leaders’ Meeting, shall have a discretionary
power of admitting to the ordinances and privileges of the
Church persons who give evidence of a desire to flee from
the wrath to come and to be saved from their sins, although
from constitutional timidity or conscientious scruples, they

2 o, s G A e b 4, S i
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may be unwilling to meet in class. Provided, however,
that the names of all such persons shall be placed in a class-
book as in the case of other members, and that in all things
they be held amenable to the Discipline of the Church.

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost.

The amendment moved by the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A.,
was then put and lost.

The original recommendation by the Committee was then
put and carried.

[For Report of Committee, see Appendix.]

The Conference adjourned at ten minutes past eleven
o'clock.

SATURDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 218T.

The Conference met at nine o'clock. The President in
the chair.

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Burwash.

The Minutes of the evening session of the preceding day
were read by the Assistant Secretary and confirmed.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE.,

The Rev. John Hunt submitted the Report of the Com-
mittee on Temperance, and, on motion, the Report was
adopted.

It was moved by I. B. Aylesworth, M.D., and seconded
by the Rev. William Scott,—

That the following explanatory note be attached to
the rule on ¢ Drunkenness,” &c., viz.: The words
‘“ spirituous liquors ” include all alcoholic or intoxicating
liquors.

The motion was ruled out of order.
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It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Pi
the Rev. Dr., Rice,—

That the Secretary of the Committee on Discipline, the
Rev. Dr, Williams, be and is hereby authorized to edit
the new issue of the Discipline of the Church ; and that
power is hereby given to correct all typographical and
orthographical errors, and, for the sake of clearness, to re-
arrange paragraphs when necessary ; also

That the Rev. Alexander Sutherland, Secre
Conference ; and the Rev. J ohn Bredin,

be and are hereby appointed to edit the
Journal.

ckard, and seconded by

tary of the
Journal Secretary,
General Conference

In amendment, it was moved by Mr. W
and seconded by the Rev. C. Fish,—

That the Secretary and Book Steward be
Committee to publish, in suitable form, the Journal of this
Conference ; and also a new book of Discipline, embr

all changes and amendments passed at tl
ference.

arring Kennedy,

appointed a

acing
18 General Con-
m

Che amendment wag put and lost,

The resolution was put and carried.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT ON EDUCATION,

The Rev. Dr. Burwash submitted a
Report of the Committee on Education,

It was moved by the Rev. Dr.
by the Rev. L. N. Beaudry,—

That having recognized the necessit
means of education for our French C
feeling that the duty is one of grave
ance, this General Confer
stead Wesleyan Colleg

supplementary

Burwash, and seconded

y of providing the
anadian youth, and
and growing import-
énce recommends that the Stan-
e, already established and available

for the purposes of such education, shall be utilized to that
end, and that as soon as possible, arrangements be made to
give effect to this resolution, by the Committee having the
oversight of the French work in the Montreal Conference,
The motion was adopted,
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[t was moved by the Rev. W. Scott, and seconded by
the Rev. W. Hansford,—

That the salient points of the Memorial of the Montreal
Conference to the General Conference, relative to the Stan-
stead Wesleyan College, be printed in the Appendix to the
Journal of the General Conference,

The motion was adopted.

SUPERANNUATION FUND.

The Rev. Dr. Rice submitted the Report of the Com-
mittee appointed to consider the relation of the Superannua-
tion Fund to the Missionary Society,—

That the Committee to whom the Conference committed
the question concerning the claims of the Superannuated Min-
isters’ Fund and Supernumerary Funds respectively, report
that the claims that Missionaries who have travelled on
Circuits of such a character as to give no support to those
funds, have legitimate claims on the Missionary Fund—
claims that have been acknowledged for many years ; that
in order that those claims may be equitably adjusted, they
instruct that grants be made to the Superannuated Ministers’
Fund and the Supernumerary Fund in the proportion of
six-sevenths to the Superannuated, and one-seventh to
the Supernumerary Fund, on condition that these funds
provide for the allowance of these Missionaries in accord-
ance with the rules of the said Fund.

The Report was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded
by the Rev. E. H. Dewart, that not more than $7,000, and
not less than $4,000 per annum be appropriated, in accord-
ance With the preceding Report, during the ensuing quad-
rennium,

The motion was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Evans, and seconded by
Mr. G. Webster,—

That our Colleges and other Institutions, in which minis-
ters are employed who are subscribers to, and may become
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ded by claimants on, the Superannuated Ministers’ Fund, shall pay
annually into the Fund an amount equal to the average
ontreal amount paid by the Circuits,
e Stan- The motion was not adopted,
< to the
REPORT ON (ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE,
The Rev. 8. 8. Nelles, D.D., LL.D., submitted the
Report of the Committee on the (Ecumenical Conference.
: The hour of adjomrnment having arrived, the session
e Com- was, on motion, prolonged for half an hour.
FannRe- The discussion of the Report proceeded.
In amendment to the second clause of the Committee’s
1mitted Report, it was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland,—
ed Min- That in case a Methodist (Ecumenical Conference should
, report be appointed for a period not later than the year 1882, the
lled on Committee appointed by this Conference shall appoint
o those delegates to such Conference, such delegation to consist of
Fund— — ministers and laymen ; but if the Confer-
S ; that ence be not held before 1883, the appointment of delegates
d, the): shall be left to the next General Conference.,
nisters "
ion of Fhe amendment was put and lost.
nth to The Report of the Committee was re-committed, with in-
y funds structions to nominate the Committee provided for by the
accord- Report, so as to secure the representation of laymen on
said Committee,
The Report of the Committee on Discipline was made the
conded order of the day for the afternoon session,
0, and The Conference adjourned at half-past twelve o'clock.
accord-
' quad-
SATURDAY AFTERNOON,
SEPTEMBER 2]sT.,
ded by The Conference met at half-past two o’clock. The President
in the chair.
minis- Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. John
ecome Shaw,

7*
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The Minutes of the forenoon session were read by the

Secretary and confirmed.

REPORT ON CHURCH EXTENSION,

The Report of the Committee on Church Extension was

submitted, and, on motion, was adopted, as follows :—

Your Committes begs leave to report that ulbhough 1t is

convinced of the desirability of having a General Fund for

Church Extension, it cannot at the present time recommend
J. G. ANewIN, Secretary.

that one be established.

REPORT ON SCHEDULES,

The Report of the Committee on Schedules was submitted,

and, on motion, adopted as follows :—

The Committee having had under consideration the

Memorial of the London Conference, requesting the addition

of two columns to Schedule B, for the purpose of reporting

Church and Parsonage debts, reports that it does not deem
the addition expedient at present.

It further reports in regard to the matter of preparing
‘ nniform schedules for the entire Church, that it has carefully
f considered the subject, and finds that the schedules now in
‘ use meet the requirements of the Discipline. The Committee

does not, therefore, recommend any action in the case.
J. G. Lamrp, Chaivrman.

C. H. PaisLEY, Secretary.

REPORT ON CHURCH PROPERTY.

The Report of the Committee on Church Property was
submitted, and, on motion, adopted.

[ For Report, see Appendix. |

1878.]

The R
Committe
I. In t

it is impr:
present, e
provide tl
Conferenc
trict, assis
form of or.
Page 7]
otherwise
Page 73
otherwise l
2. The |
or more se;
In certain
received in
3. That
number of
page 26 in
in additior
elect one r
number it 1
of a delegaf
IS # Vacancy
termined by
before the 1
trict may e
number of
notice from
of a delega
number, wh
Is" a vacancy
vacancy ocet
4. That tl
and laymen
number of n




1 l)y the

1S10N Was
igh it is
fund for
ommend

vetrl'l"//.

bmitted,

ion the
addition
eporting
0t deem

reparing

arefully
now in

mmittee

0.

wan.

etary.

rty was

]878.] METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE. 131

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE,

The Rev. Dr, Williams submitted Report No. 6 of the
Committee on Discipline, as follows :-—

L. In the case of distant Missions, or when for any cause
it is impracticable for the President of the Confi rence to be
present, each Annual Conference shall have authority to
provide that the ordination of candidates approved by the
Conference, shall be performed by the Chairman of the Dis-
trict, assisted by one or more ministers, according to our
form of ordination.

Page 71, Question I, Answer 1. Add « except in cases
otherwise provided for,”

Page 73, Question 1, Answer 3. Add « except in cases
otherwise provided for.”

2. The Ex-President of an Annual Conference, with two
Or more senior ministers, may be deputed by the Conference
In certain special cases to ordain preachers who have been
received into full connection.

3. That each Annual Conference, after the election of the
number of ministerial delegates as provided in paragraph 2,
page 26 in the Discipline, may elect a reserve delegate, and
in addition to the reserve delegate so elected, shall also
elect one reserve delegate for every ten members of the
number it is entitled to send—such reserve to take the place
of a delegate when by reason of death or for other cause there
IS « vacancy in the delegation, in the order of election as de-
termined by number, provided always that the vacancy occurs
before the meeting of the General Conference. Each Dis-
trict may elect a layman as a reserve in addition to the
number of delegates it is entitled to elect, who may, upon
notice from the President of the Conference, take the place
of a delegate in the order of election as determined by
number, when by reason of death or for other cause, there
Is" & vacancy in the delegation, provided always that the
vacancy occurs before the meeting of the General Conference,

4. That the basis for computing the number of ministers
and laymen to compose the General Conference, shall be the
number of ministers in full connection with the Conference,
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and the number of members as found in the Conference, next
preceding that at which the election is made.

6. That the ministers hereafter appointed to oftice by the
General Conference shall remain members of the District and
Conference of which they were members before such appoint-
ment to office,

Page 71, 5th line from bottom, expunge ‘“ Affiliated Con-
ference.”

Page 75, 9th, expunge all after 9, and insert, “to give the
President all necessary information of the state of his
District.”

Page 76, 9th line from bottom, expunge * bands,” and
substitute ¢ classes,”

Page 77, 13th line from the top, atter ¢ Circuit,” expunge
“to report to District Meeting,” and insert, *and report
the same to the fourth Quarterly Official Meeting. He shall
also report the same to the District Meeting, with the
number of members.”

Page 77, 12th line from the bottom, expunge * last ” and
insert “fourth.”

8. On notice of reference concerning the reception of
members from other Evangelical Churches, we recommend
that no change be made in the provision of the Discipline in
that regard.

9. After due consideration of the notice of reference,
asking changes in section 8, page 53, 2nd paragraph ; and in
answer 5, page 75, in reference to Chairmen of Districts, we
cannot advise the alteration asked.

10. On the memorial in reference to the religious belief

of official members and Sunday-school officers and teachers,
we recommend no action.

11. Page 29, 15, last line, after “church,” insert, “ The
Special Committee shall report its proceedings to the next
onsuing General Conference.”

Page 30, section 2, paragraph 2, expunge all after “it” in
the third line of the paragraph.
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Page 38, 9th line from top, add “e

xcept those labourine
on distant Missions.” : :

12. The direction (@), page 27,

be so altered and
amended as to read,—

() The laymen in the Annual Di
preceding the meeting of the Ge
by ballot, from among the me
the bounds of the District, a re
to the General Conference :
determined by the number of
trict, as compared with the entire membership within the
bounds of the Annual (,'m'lf'el'ence; nevertheless, in small
Districts a representative shall not be elected unless the
number of members in any such District be large enough, in
comparison with the membership of the other Districts in
the Conference, to entitle it to such representation. The
whole number of laymen elected by the District Meetings

shall not exceed the number of ministers elected by the
Annual Conference,

strict Meetings next
neral Conference shall elect,
mbers of our Church within
presentative or representatives
the number so elected to be

Church members in the Dis-

SEcTION I,
DOCTRINAL STANDARDS,

13. The doctrines of the Methodist Church of Canada are
declared to be those contained in the articles of religion, and
those taught by Mr, Wesley in his Notes on the N ew
Testament, and the first tifty-two sermons of the first series
of discourses published in his lifetime,

SEcrioN II.
ARTICLES OF RELIGION,
14. The twenty-five articles to remain intact.

15. Page 29, 15, to be so altered and amended as to

read,—

Each General Conference shall appoint a Special Com-

mittee, on the nomination of the President, of not less than
twelve persons, containing an equal number of ministers and
laymen, who shall, from one General Conference to another,
watch over and guard all the rights and privileges of our
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Church throughout the Connexion ; promote, as far as pos-
sible, the recommendations of the General Conference ; con-
sider and decide upon any measures which may seem neces-
sary for the general interests of the Church, and which
could not have been foreseen at the meeting of the General
Conference, and adopt such means for their accomplishment
as it may judge expedient. The Special Committee shall be
a Court of Appeal, having jurisdiction on questions of law
arising in the Annual Conferences, and its decisions shall be
binding on the Annual Conferences and other Church courts
concerned. The decision of the Special Committee on
appeals shall be final.

The Special Committee shall meet at the call of the Presi-
dent of the General Conference, and when called together,
seven members shall form a quorum, a majority of whom shall
be competent to render judgment in any case submitted to it.
The Special Committee shall appoint its own Secretary. In
the abserce of both the President and the Vice-President,
the Committee may appoint its own presiding officer.

An appeal may be laid before the Special Committee
against any action or decision of an Annual Conference
involving a question of law, and if the appeal is sustained
the action of the Conference against which the appeal is
made shall not be enforced.

All notices of appeal shall be sent to the President of the
(General Conference, and all Presidents of Conferences
against which an appeal is laid, shall furnish, as far as can
be, all the documentary or other evidence that the Special
Committee may require.

Provided the Special Committee, nevertheless, shall not
exercise any legislative authority, or do anything that may
interfere with the disciplinary duties of any Aunual Con-
ference, or any officer of the Church.

The Special Committee shall keep a record of its proceed-
ings, and report to the next ensuing General Conference.

16. Page 104. After the last word, “standing,” add :

“The Committee of Finance and Consultation shall have
authority to suspend any of the Officers of the Missionary
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Society, appointed by the Ger
petency, or for culpable neglect of the duties of hj
to supply his place until the next mee
Board, which by a majority vot
another person to the office
General Conference,”

s office, and
ting of the Central
e of those present may appoint
until the meeting of the next

17. l’agu 111. Book Stewards.

1. Sub-Section : omit all
after the word « Halifax.”

18. Page 88. Answer . After « five” omit, “ who shall
not be members of the Quarterly Meeting,” and insert,
“ who, if practicable, shall not Le members of the Quarterly
Official Meeting,”

Omit all after « expel him,” in the thirteenth line from
the bottom, as it appears in another place,

CHAPTER 1.
19. THE ADMINISTRATION OF DISCIPLINE,

SEcTION 1.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES.

(1.) The officer under whose super

conducted shall furnish to the accu

before the trial, a copy of the
the time and place of “trial.

vision a trial is to be
sed, at least one week
charges, along with notice of

(2.) In every case of an equal division of votes in a Com-

mittee of Investigation, the presiding officer shall have a
casting vote,

(3.) A majority of the Committee appointed to conduct a
trial shall constitute a quorum,

(4.) A defendant may challenge
of two in five of those nominated to form a Committee of
Investigation, that is to say, may challenge, not peremp-
torily, but for reasons that are deemed sufficient by the pre-
siding officer,

(5.) A majority of the Committ

for cause the proportion

6e are competent to render

1eral Conference, for incom-
)
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(6.) The presiding officer shall see that a correct record be
kept of the charges, evidence, and judgment in the case.

7.) In all cases of trial and appeal the presiding officer
shall refrain from delivering any charge to the Committee
or from interfering in any way with their liberty of judg-
ment.

(8.) If the accused person evade a trial, by absenting him-
self, after sufiicient notice given him, and the circumstances
of the accusation be strong and presumptive, let him be
esteemed as guilty. In such a case no appeal is permitted
to a higher court.

(9.) The testimony of non-members of the Church may
be received.

(10.) A charge can be instituted only by a minister, a
probationer for the ministry, or a full member of the
Church.

(11.) A copy of the judgment of the Committee of Investi-
gation, signed by the chairman and the members of the
Committee approving thereof, shall be furnished to the
accused within two days from the time when such judgment
shall be formed.

(12.) In every case.of an appeal the appellant must,
within one week from receiving a copy of the judgment of
the Committee, give notice to the presiding officer of his
intention to appeal.

(13.) When an appellant does not appear personally or by
a representative to prosecute his appeal, it goes by default.

(14.) In the conduct of an appeal the testimony presented
to the lower court alone shall be received. If further
evidence in the case is available, the Court of Appeal may
order a new trial.

(15.) When the Appellate Court reverses the decision of
the court below, the appellant is reinstated in his former
membership without any action of the court from which he
took the appeal.

20. When a member of the Church has made himself
amenable to legal process before a Church court, and no
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charge is preferred against him, it becomes the duty of the
Superintendent of the Circuit to institute a charge and pro-
ceed against the party as provided by the Discipline. [n all
such cases the Chairman of the District shall preside at the
trial, and at the appeal, if there be an appeal,
No member shall be expelled from the Church
proper legal process, preseribed by the Discipline.
In amendment to the recommend

unless by

ation of paragraph 1, it
was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rice,—That instead of “ Chair-
man” be substituted ¢ any minister appointed by the
Annual Conference,”

The amendment was lost, and the recommendation of the
Committee was adopted.

On motion, paragraph 2, referring to ordination by an
) fe ) ) t)

Ex-President, was struck out.

In amendment to paragraph 20, requiring the Superin-
tendent to institute charges, it was moved by the Rev. A.
Langford, seconded by the Rev. W. R. Parker, M.A.—

That when a member of the Methodist Church has made
himself amenable to our Church courts, it shall be the duty
of some member of the Church to institute charges, that the
‘ase may be proceeded with according to Discipline ; but if
for any cause those cognizant of the crime refuse to prefer
charges, the Superintendent may institute a charge, and
proceed against the party as provided by the Discipline.

The amendment was adopted,

The Report of the Committee on Discipline as amended,
was then adopted.

COMMITTEE ON (ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE,

The Rev. Dr. Nelles, on behalf of the Committee on
(Ecumenical Conference, reported the names of the lay
members of the Standing Committee, as follows :—Hon,

James Ferrier, Mr. John Macdonald, Mr, James Paterson,
and Mr. J, B. Morrow.

The Report was adopted.
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CO-TREASURER OF GENERRAL CONFERENCE FUND.

[t was moved by the Rev. Dr. Rose and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Rice, that Mr. Warring Kennedy be appointed
Co-Treasurer, with the Rev. Dr. Rose, of the General
Conference Fund.

The motion was adopted.

The motion of the Rev. R. Duncan, regarding Trustees,
of which notice had previously been given, was referred to
the Committee on Discipline.

ADDRESS TO THE MARQUIS OF LORNF,

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson submitted the Report of the
Committee appointéd to prepare an Address to the Marquis
of Lorne.

The Report was adopted. [See Appendix.]

The following were appointed a Committee to present the
address to the Marquis of Lorne :—The President, the Vice-
President, and the Secretary of the Conference, the Rev. Dr.
Ryerson, the Hon. James Ferrier, Senator Aikins, and the
Methodist ministers in Ottawa.

(Conference adjourned at forty-five minutes past five.

MONDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 23RD.
The Conference met at nine o'clock. The President in
the chair.
Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev. A. E.

Russ, M. A.
EXAMINATION OF PROBATIONERS.

The Rev. Dr. Sanderson moved the following resolu-
tion :—

Whereas in the judgment of this General Conference
there has never been a period when the pure doctrines of
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God’s Word were more required to be clearl
forth ; and whereas in the farther judgment of this General
Conference there has never been a time since Methodism
was called into existence for the spread of Scriptural holi-
ness throughout the land, when these doctrines were more
clearly or with greater fidelity and success proclaimed by
Methodist ministers ; and whereas it is of the gravest im-
portance that all candidates for our Ministry be thoroughly
examined in their theology by and before the several Con-
ferences into which admission is sought, be it therefore
Resolved,—That each Annual Conference be aff

ectionately
urged to attend with great fidelity and thor

oughness to the
examination of candidates for our ministry, prior to their

reception into full connexion, that such examination be
before the entire Conference, and that under no circum-
stances may such Coonference examination be dispensed with
by any Conference whatsoever,

y and fully set

The resolution \\

a8 put to the Conference, but was not
sustained,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

The Rev. Wm. Hansford read the final report of the
Committee on Missions, being a revised Constitution for the
Society.

The various articles were considered seriatim.

Articles I., IL, IIL, IV. and V., were

successively
adopted.

In amendment to Article VL, it was moved by the Rev.
J. Gray, and seconded by the Rev. E. B. Harper, M.A.,—

That all moneys collected for Missions shall pass through
the hands of the Chairmen of Districts’ to the (eneral
Treasurers, and all moneys from the General Treasurers
shall also pass through the Chairman’s hands.

The amendment was carried, and Article V]
was adopted,

Article VII, was adopted,

.» a8 amended,
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Article VIII. was submitted, and sections 1 and 2 were

adopted.

[n amendment to section 3, it was moved by the Rev. J.
Gray, and seconded by the Rev. S. Bond,—

That the word “ departments” be left out, and that the
clause read, ¢ according to the necessities of the work.”

{f‘- The amendment was put and lost, and sub-section 3 of
: Article VIII. was adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded

by the Rev. S. F. Huestis, that the following be incor-
¥ porated as section 4 of Article VIII. . —
i That when an appropriatien is made by the Central Board
to any particular department of the work, the Annual Con-
ference Committees shall not be at liberty to divert any part
of the grant to any other department.

The motion was adopted.

Section 5 was adopted.

Section 6 was read, and the following addition, proposed
by the Rev. Dr. Williams, was ordered to be incorporated

with said section,—

The Committee of Finance and Consul!tation shall have
authority to suspend any officer of the Missionary Society
for incompetency or for culpable neglect of the duties of his
i office, and supply his place till the next meeting of the

; H Central Board, which shall have authority to fill the vacancy
till the next General Conference.

B Articles IX. and X. were adopted.
Article X1I. was considered by sections.

Section 1 was %dopted.

B g SR

! Section 2 was adopted with the addition of the words,
L “ to the several Conferences.”
KR | Sections 3 and 4 were adopted.
i :,? On motion, the matter relating to the Bermuda Mission
i

was taken up.

e

SIS
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The Committee reported, recommending that the Bermuda
Mission be detached from the Nov

that it be connected with
Mission District,

a Scotia Conference, and
the Toronto Conference as a

It was moved in amendment that the Bermudas continue
in connection with the Nova Scotia Conference.,

It was moved in amendment to the amendment,—

That Bermuda be detached from the Nova Scotia Confer-
ence and attached to the Toronto ( ‘onference,

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,

The amendment was then put and carried.

THANKS TO THE EX-PRESIDENT,

It was moved by the Rev. Dr, Potts,

and seconded by the
Hon. James Ferrier,—

That this General Conference hereby presents its most
cordial thanks to the Rey. Egerton Ryerson, D.D., LL.D
the Ex-President, and desires to |
appreciation of the eminent serv
varied interests of the Methodi
the past four years,

We recognize his consecrated endowments ag a gift to the
Church, and we offer our devout prayers to Almighty God
that his valuable life may be long spared to this Church, of
which he has been a distinguished minister, and to the
country, on whose educational history he has left the in-
effaceable impress of hig great ability ; and that the richest
consolations of grace may be his perpetual heritage,

"

olace on record its grateful
ice rendered by him to the
8t Church of Canada during

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote,

The President conveyed to Dr,

Ryerson, in suitable
terms, the vote of the Conference,

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson briefly addressed the Conference
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY REPORT.

It was moved by the Rev. H. Sprague, M.A., and
seconded by the Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A.,—

That the General Report of the Missionaty Society shall
be numbered from the organization of the Methodist Church
of Canada, and shall be called * The Annual Report
of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Church of
Canada, being the year from the organization of the
Missionary Society of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of
Canada,”

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. Dr. Pickard,
and seconded by the Rev. E. H. Dewart,—

That the matter under consideration be referred to the
Central Board of Missions.

It was moved in amendment to the amendment by
the Rev. A. Sutherland, and seconded by the Rev. John
Bredin,—

That a sub-title be added to the title of the Missionary

Report, indicating the year since the union of the Methodist
Churches.

The amendment to the amendment was put and carried.

The Committee on Missions nominated the following
persons as members of the Central Board for the next four
years :—

Ministers :—The Revs, James Gray, John Shaw, and
Howard Sprague, M. A.

Laymen :—The Hon. James Ferrier, Montreal ; James
Paterson, Toronto ; and George H. Starr, Halifax,

The nomination was confirmed.

The President nominated the Special Committee of the

General Conference as follows :—

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson, the Rev. Dr. Rice, the Rev. Dr.
Elliott, the Rev. Dr. Jeffers, the Rev. Dr. Williams, the
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Rev, Dr, Pickard, the Hon, James Ferrier, the Hon. S. L.
Shannon, the Hon. W, . Strong, the Hon, J. J. Roger-
son, Judge Jones, and My, John Macdonald,

The nomination was confirmed by the Conference.

The Conference adjourned at tw

elve o'clock, to meet
again at two p.m.

MONDAY A FTERNOON,

SEPTEMBER 23RD.

The Conference met at two o’clock, The President in

the chair,

Devotional exercise
Nelles.

The Minutes of Saturd

8 were conducted by the Rgv. Dr.

ay’s afternoon session were read,
and also the minutes of this morn

ing’s session, and they
were confirmed,

On motion, the name of the Rev. Dr.,
to the deputation who shall
to the Marquis of Lorne,

Taylor was added
present the Conference Addres

VICTORIA COLLEGE ENDOWMENTS,

The Rev. Dr. Rose, Trea
of Victoria College, read th
adopted :—

surer of the Endowment Fund
e following Report, which was
The Conference having by resolution directed the Treas-
urer of the Endowment Fund (o report the amount of
money obtained during the last quadrennial period for the
Endowment of Victoria College, 1 beg, therefore, to report
as follows :— -

L. T found it hecessary to go b
of the Agent’s term of service, extending over four years and
ten months, as it ig difficult, owing to the absence of the

books, to Separate the amounts collected during the ten
months from the amounts collected during the four years,

ack to the commencement
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2. The whole amounts subscribed are, for the Endowment
Fund, $58,000 ; for Faraday Hall, $21,000. Total, $79.-
000.

3. Cash collected on old and new subscriptions, $36,702.

4. The cost of collection is, on salary of Agent, $8,933 ;
expenses, $1,385 ; total, $10,317 05, or twenty-eight per
cent. on the whole amount of cash received, which, deducted
from the cash collected, leaves $26,384 95, which has been
carried to the Endowment Fund account. S. RosE.

THANKS TO THE REV. DR. ROSE,

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Ryerson, and seconded by
the Rev. E. H. Dewart, —

That the cordial thanks of this Conference are hereby
presented to the Rev. Samuel Rose, D.D., for the great
industry, faithfulness, ability, and success with which
he has discharged the duties of Connexional Book Steward
at Toronto during upwards of thirteen years ; and, on his
retirement from that office, we express our affectionate
1k esteem for our faithful and devoted brother, and our
g | prayers for his future happiness and usefulness,

The motion was unanimously adopted.

THANKS TO THE REV. A. W. NICOLSON.

§ It was moved by the Rev. W. C. Brown, and seconded

by the Rev. W. H. Heartz,—

That the thanks of this Conference are due, and are
hereby tendered to the Rev. A. W. Nicolson for the able
and judicious manner in which he has discharged the

i duties of Editor and Book Steward during his term of

1 service in the Eastern Conference, and desire to record our

ik gratification at the growth and prosperity of the Concern
11l ¢ under his excellent management.

1 The motion was unanimously adopted.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMN-BOOK.,

[t was moved by the Hon, J. Ferrier,
Rev. Dr. Potts, and

Resolved,—That the Hymn-Book Committee be em-

powered and instructed to Prepare a smaller H ymn-Book for
use in our Sunday-schools and for social worship,

seconded by the

CYCLOPAEDIA OF METHODISM,

It was moved by the Rev, J. Hart, seconded by the Rey,
Alexander Sutherland, and

Resolved,—That this General Cont'erence, approving of
the efforts of the Reyv, George H. Cornish, of the London
(;‘otlten-exlce, to furnish g « Cyclopae‘lia of Methodj
Canada,” embracing the history of the late Canad
ence, the Conference of Eastern Brit; i
New Connexion Conference, :

°NCes now constituting the Methodist Chure
hereby requests that the wor
practicable, and pledges its h

ADDRESS TO THE ENGLISH CONFERENCE,

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson read
Conference to the Conferenc
Church of Great Britain,

the Address of the General
e of the Wesleyan Methodist

The Address was adopted, [See Appendix.J

ADDRESSES T0 SIST

ER (}ONFERENCES.

The Rev. Dr. Potts moved that fratern
be sent to Sister Conferences,

[t was moved in amendment that, one deleg
each of the following Conferences, viz.: To the British
Conference, to the Methodist Episcopal Church North, to

the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and to the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church in Canada,
8

al addresses op] y

ate be sent to
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DISCIPLINE,

COMMITTEE ON

REPORT OF

The Rev. Dr. Williams presented Report No. 7 of the
Committee on Discipline, as follows :—

1. Page 49, Section VI. After ¢ District,” add, “ and in
case of the death of the District Representative to the
Annual Conference Missionary Committee, or when by the
formation of a new District there is no District Represen-
tative, then the laymen present at the District Meeting
shall elect by ballot one of their number to fill the office of
District Representative.”

2. In respect to the Memorial regarding revision of
Financial District Meeting returns by the Board of Mis-
sions, the Committee deem no action necessary.

3. Section I, chapter II, page 57. That after the word
“ Ans.” the number “1” be omitted, and inserted after the
word ‘““asked.” That to the end of the section the following
be added :—

With the consent of the Quarterly Meeting the Superin-
tendent of the Circuit may license such persons to exhort.
After sufficient proof of their gifts and usefulness they may
be further received as Local Preachers on trial, and on the
expiration of three months’ trial, should their examination
by the Local Preachers’ Meeting, or Quarterly Meeting, be
satisfactory, they shall receive licence as Local Preachers.

Young men attending College who may wish to become
local preachers, may be rcceived by the Quarterly Meetings
of their Circuits as candidates, after due examination—
provided they present certificates of moral and religious
character from the Dean of the Faculty.

The February Quarterly Meeting, or in the case of those
who are leaving home to attend College, the August, or
November Quarterly Meeting, may recommend such of its
local preachers as it deems called to separate themselves
entirely to the work of the ministry, and qualified therefor,
to the next ensuing May District Meeting as candidates for
the ministry. But no Quarterly Meeting shall recommend

unawakened
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any candidate until he hag served ag

least six months,
4, Page 45, section 20, Ques. The remainder of the

tion to read as follows, and to be transferred o page 48
Si:::teent/&-What

be sent to College ?

(1.) Before any preacher on trig) shall be gent to College
with recommendatiop for a grant from the Educationg] Fund,
his circumstances shall be inquired into by the District
Meeting, and the minute of the District, in" hig case, shall
be forwarded to the Secretary of the Educationg] Committee
of the Annual Conference, "N grant shall be made
who have not travelled at lea

st one year,

(2.) Preachers on trial appointed to
be responsible to the District Meeting from which they were
recommended, and shall be récommended by gaiq District
Mceting, from year to year, for continuance on trial, or for
réeception into ful] connexion and ordination,

(3.) The examinations prescribed undey questions gecond
and third, in District Meetings, shal] be conducted annually
at each College by the examining hoar( appointed for gych
College, and a report of the same forwarded to each District
Meeting concerned, as far ag relates to students be]onging to
such District. But the

preachers on tyig) and at College
shall not be required to g g of their Districts
€xcept when they are o be recommende for ordination, in
which case they shall attend.

(4.) The District Meetings and Anny
récommended to send no preacher on tp

term of less than twe years, and wheneve
the time to three years,

(6.) No preacher appointed to College
therefrom, except by authority of the
Oonference, with the congent of the Chairm
and the President of his College, or Dean o

5. To amend Section V., page 14, to read thus ;—

Members of our Church sometim
unawakened personsg,

sec-

preachers on trial are recommended ¢,

to any
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1 indered for life, or have turned back to
have been either hindered fO-l life, or hal v i
erdition. To discourage this practice, let evel 3}:3 e
- . f Apostle’s caution,—* Be y
et » enforce the Apostle — . :
nd preacher en . R "y
ane 111)a11y yoked together with unbelievers, .(.d Cor. Ylht ) a,
u yoke vers, |
andqlet them exhort all to take no steps in S(; wtejl% “?Iith
matter without earnest prayer to God and consultation
s Christian friends.
e arrying persons who are
We do not prohibit our people marrying | vty
ot members of our Church, provided such l)elSOIll) peipen
f are seeking the power of godliness; but we are
form and are seeking : of oot ey i
determined to discourage their marrying persons
is description.
come up to this | =
In general, no young woman should marry w1thouttt
' rents o1
consent, much less without the knowledge, of {;el pa etlonal
natural guardians. Nevertheless, there may be exgepll- o=
i é " marry at all ;
y refuse to dllOW her to y a
ses, as when they adl L
(;:heri they refuse to allow her to marry any (zhllstl.(:lll tlgge
ven in such cases she should seriously consult with g
e ; : .
competent to give godly counsel. | |
6. Section II, page 20. Instead of answer 4, insert the
¢ d )
following :— ' . f
indi 3 yortance o
By frequently reminding the pe(zlplT of tllle 11;111111(y o
rt of religious ship, and by exhor .
e A g Koo stry wi)lhl'ltl][)’tﬁel uml)(’el'%'mdinubalso."
i i > spirit and with st g
“ging with the spir
i ' - ther.
Omit answer 6 altoge e o
Answer 8.—Expunge all after ¢ book,” and umelf, and
nswer o.— ; d I
appoint some suitable person to conduct the singing.

)

Answer 9.—Expunge all after *sing.’
7. Section V1., page 15. Amend this section to read as
. )

1 WS :—_ . . . .
fOl\;:Thi]e the New Testament gives no specific duectlonz
ard to dress, yet its S])lllt is manifestly a,gamst
11}1 ri%e of costly or gaudy apparel, and the wearing ?]
t ed.les:ss ornaments ; therefore, let all our fmms-t‘ex.a :smt
n::achers discourage in the Church whatever :in tl;l!a (iesgfiz
p Jhristi implicity ; and in order to do b
is contrary to Christian simp d, frapiorsc -
ress at least once a year,

hem read the thoughts upon

ifltetvery society where such counsels seem to be needed.
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8. Bection IV, page 23. To omit altogether the whole
of section IV., in reference to Band Societies.

9. In reference to the Memorial
the Discipline in relation to the di
Committee do not recommend any ¢
in that regard,

asking for a change in
vision of Districts, the

v

hange in the Discipline

Several Memorials on Changes in the Ritual : the Com-
mittee decline to recommend any change,

10. On the overture asking that the journals of the Annual
Conferences be brought to the General Conference for
inspection, the Committee do not recommend any action,

11. That the answer to the questions as to the mode of
Baptism, as found in the Discipline, be made to conform to
the Journal of Conference 48 on page 219 ; which is not
‘““any other mode,” but, “another mode,”

12. Upon a resolution of My, Thomas Nixon, the Com-
mittee recommend—

That as soon as there are in the Red River
eighteen Ministers in ful] connexion and ord
District may give notice to the Special
General Conference, and by
itself into a Separate Conferen
Conference,

District
ained, the said
Committee of the
a two-thirds vote, establish
ce, to be called the Manitoba

Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 were Successively put
to the Conference, and adopted.

In amendment to paragragh 9,
A, Sutherland,—

That no District shall be divided unlegs recommended by
a vote of the annual meeting of the District concerned,

[t was moved in amendment to the amendment, by the
Rev. Dr. Rice,—

That no District shall be divided without
currence of the Districts concerned or a thr
of the Stationing Committee,

The amendment to the amendment was put and lost,

The amendment was also lost,

it was moved by the Rev,

either the con-
ee-fourths vote
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The recommendation of the Committee was adopted.

In amendment to paragraph 12, regarding a Conference
in Manitoba, it was moved that the matter be indefinitely
postponed.

The motion was adopted.

The Report of the Committee on Discipline, as amended,
was then adopted.

It was moved by the Rev. R. Duncan, and seconded by
the Rev. C. H. Paisley, M.A.,—

That the following be placed after paragraph 2, section 3,
page 124 of the Discipline :—

Except in such Provinces in the Dominion of Canada,
and such Coloniés included within the territory of the
Methodist Church of Canada, as have passed laws providing
for the election to the office of Trustees of other than mem-
bers of our Church ; in which case it shall be competent for
any Superintendent of a Circuit to nominate members of
our congregations to the office of Trustee : provided, never-
theless, that the number of persons so nominated and
elected shall not exceed one-fourth of the whole number of
persons composing the Board, and that in every instance
they shall be persons of good moral character.

The motion was not sustained.
POWERS OF GENERAL PRESIDENT.

The Rev. Dr. Ryerson brought up his notice of motion
respecting the powers and duties of the President of the
General Conference.

It was moved in amendment by the Rev. Dr. Rice, and
seconded by the Rev. G. 8. Milligan, M.A.,—

That this General Conference considers it necessary to
provide assistance for its President in the discharge of his
manifold duties, and that an appropriation be made from
the General Conference Fund to meet the expenses that
may be incurred.

The amendment was adopted.
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In regard to the amount to be appropriated for the fore-
going purpose, it was

Resolved,—That the matter be referred to a Committee,
to consist of the Revs. Dr., Rice, Dr. Williams, John Shaw,

J. W. Sparling, B.D., Hon. J. Ferrier, and M. Warring
Kennedy.

It was moved by the Rev. H. Pickard, and seconded by
the Rev. A. Sutherland,—

To insert the words, “and especially to attend as many as
possible of the sessions of the Annual Conferences,” between
the words “ Conference” and ¢ provided,” in the 14th
section of the Discipline, page 29.

The motion was adopted.
TELEGRAM FROM THE REV. DR. WooD.

The following telegram from the Rev. Dr. Wood was
read :—

To the Rev. President, Secretary, and members of the
Methodist General Conference i—I accept, and highly ap-
preciate the honorary appointment, Wi cheerfully help

to guide and forward the great cause you now deliberate to
consolidate and advance,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COURSE OF STUDY,

The Report of the Committee on the Course of Study was
introduced and read by the Rev. C. J ost, M.A,

The section recommending the appointment of Central
Board to prepare the questions for examination, was, on
motion, struck out,

The further consideration of the Report was deferred,

The Conference adjourned at half-past five o'clock, to
meet again at half-past seven,
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MONDAY EVENING,

SEPTEMBER 23RD.

The Conference met at half-past seven o’clock. The Vice-
President in the chair,

After the usual devotional services, the minutes of the
afternoon session were read and confirmed.

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT.

Moved by the Rev. Joseph Hart, and seconded by the
Rev. J. Taylor,—

That the cordial thanks of this General Conference are
due, and are hereby presented to the Rev. George Douglas,
LL.D., for the impartiality and distinguished ability which
has characterized the discharge of the important and weighty
duties of presiding officer of this body during its protracted
sittings, and it is our prayer that God may long spare him,
in his sphere of usefulness, to the Church.

The motion was unanimously adopted.

THANKS TO THE SECRETARIES.

Moved by Mr. Warring Kennedy, and seconded by the
Rev. John Shaw,—

That the thanks of this General Conference are due, and
are hereby tencered to the Secretary, the Rev. A. Suther-
land, the Assistant Secretaries, Dr. Allison and his Honor
Judge Jones, and the Journal Secretary, the Rev. John
Bredin, for the courtesy and efficiency with which they
have respectively discharged their duties

The motion was adopted.

THANKS TO FRIENDS IN MONTREAL.
Moved by the Rev. J. B. Clarkson, M.A., seconded by
the Rev. William Scott, and—

Resolved,—That the best thanks of this General Conference
are hereby tendered to those kind friends whose hospitality
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the representatives have

tracted sessions of the Co
that God's richest l]essings may rest
this expression of our gratitude be conveyed to all inter
ested by the ministers of our Church in the manner they
may deem best.

80 much enjoyed durin
nterence, with the e

GRANT TO SECRETARIES,

Moved by Mr. Warrin
Inch, LL.D.,—

That as a mark of o
rendered to this General Conference,
labour yet to be pertormed, by its
Secretary, and by the Secret
cipline, the sum of fifty doll
brethren, out of the

g Kennedy, and seconded by J. R.

ur appreciation of the efficient services

and in view of much
Secretary and Journal
ary of the Committee on Dis-
ars be paid to each of these
300k-room, by the Book Steward,

The motion wasg adopted.

THANKS TO PASTOR AND TRUSTEES.,

Moved by Mr, War
Inch, LL.D.,—

That the thanks of this Conference be tendered to the
Pastor and Trustees of this Church

for the privilege of
holding its sessions therein,

ring Kennedy, and seconded by J, R,

The motion wag adopted.

THANKS TO RAILWAY AND STEAMBOAT COMPANIES,

Moved by the Rev. S. F. Huestis
Rev. D. D. Currie,—

That the thanks of this Conference be presented to the
Managers of Railway and Steamboat Lines who have
granted special privileges of travel to its members,

» and seconded by the

The motion was adopted.
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THANKS TO PUBLISHERS.

>

Moved by the Rev.J. McAlister, seconded by the Rev.
D. D. Currie, and—

Resolved,—That the General Conference tenders its thanks
to the proprietors of the Montreal Gazette, the Daily Witness,
the Montreal Herald, and the Montreal Daily Star, for their
thoughtful courtesy in providing for the use of its members
the daily issues of these respective journals.

THE LATE JUDGE WILMOT.

| The resolution relating to the late Judge Wilmot, of which
notice had been given, was taken up as follows :—

Moved by the Rev. J. Lathern, and seconded by the Hon.
James Ferrier,—

That while, for many years, the late Hon. L. A. Wilmot,
Ex-Governor of New Brunswick, occupied with conspicu-
ous and distinguished advantage the highest positions of
public responsibility and influence, for which, by the posses-
sion of varied and brilliant gifts, he was pre-eminently
qualified ; yet, believing that the best efforts and most
cherished sympathies of his life were, with unswerving
loyalty, given to the Methodist Church, in recognition of his
noble character, consistent life, and eminent usefulness, we
gladly accord to his name and memory this expression and
permanent record of our esteem and veneration.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

INDEX TO DISCIPLINE.

Moved by the Rev. Louis N. Beaudry, and seconded by
the Rev. Stephen Bond,—

That those authorized to publish the Discipline be in-
structed to give, in addition to the general table of contents,
a thorough index of subjects in alphabetical order.

The motion was adopted.
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REPORT OF THE CHILDREN'S HOM E.

The Report of the Children’s Home,
by the Rev., W, Williams,

On motion, the Report was received, and referred to the
Editor of the Christian Guardian for publication,

Hamilton, was read

REPORT ON COURSE OF STUDY.

The consideration of the Report on the Course of Study
was resumed.

i#In amendment to that clause of the Committee’s report
referring to the literary qualifications of candidates, it was
moved by the Rev., W. C. Henderson. M.A., and seconded
by the Rev. E, H, Dewart,—

I. That the standard of qualification for young men re-
commended to be received into our Conferences as proba-
tioners, shall not be lower than 50 per cent. of the marks
on the Preliminary Course of Study.

2. That any candidate who may present a Public School
Teacher’s certificate of the second-class, or a certificate of
having passed a Matriculation Examination at any of our
Universities, shall not be required to he examined on the
English branches of the preliminary course,

[n amendment to the amendment, it was moved by the
Rev. A. Sutherland,—

That the standard of qualification of candidates for our
ministry, in secular studies, shall he equivalent to the
standard of matriculation at Victoria and Sackville Colleges.

The amendment to the amendment’ was put and lost,
The amendment was then put and adopted.

On motion, the Report as amended was adopted.,
[For Report as finally adopted, see Appendix. ]
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE OF THE CHURCH,

The Report of the Committee on the State of the Church,
was read by the Secretary and adopted by the Conference.

[For Report, see Appendix. ]

Moved by the Rev. John A. Williams, D.D., and seconded
by the Rev. R. Fowler, M.D.,—

That the Annual Conferences are required to present,
through the President of the Conference, to the General
Conference, a tabulated statement of the membership of the
Church, the Sunday-schools, the number of churches, with
the value of the same, number of Parsonages and their value,
number of Burial-grounds and their value, and such other
information as may help the General Conference to a correct
estimate of the state of the Church.

The motion was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY,

The Report of the Committee on Itinerancy was resumed.

In amendment, it was moved by the Rev. A. Sutherland,
and seconded by the Rev. J, Hart,—

That it shall be competent for the Transfer Committee ¢
receive proposals for transfer from individual ministers,
from the Presidents of the Annual Conferences, the Presi-
dent of the General ( ‘onference, or from a Quarterly Official
Meeting ; provided the brother whom it is proposed to
transfer be notified of such proposal at least two months
before the next meeting of the Transfer Committee,

It was moved by the Rev. Dr. Green, that the part of
the Report under consideration lie on the table.

The motion was not sustained.

An amendment to the amendment of the Rev. A. Suther-
land, proposed by the Rev. Mr. Hart, was withdrawn.

The amendment was adopted.

The Report of the Committee on Itinerancy as amended
was then adopted.

[For Report as finally adopted,see A ppendix. ]
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE oN

BOUNDARIES |
The Re

port of the Committee on Boundaries was read by
the Secretary,

On motion, the Re

port was amended by unthorizing the
transfer of the

appointments mentioned in
Montreal Conference, Also, the transfer of Vennachar Mis-
sion, from the Belleville District, Toronto Conference, to
the Kingston District, Montrea] Confere

The Report,

section 4, to the

nce,

as amended, wag adopted,

PRESIDENT'S EXPENSES,

The Committee on providing for

the President’s expenses
reported ;:—

The Committee recommend that $1,000 be placed at the
disposal of the President, to cover €xpenses of assistance,
&e., to be provided as follows ;:—

From the General Conference F und
From the Mission Fund

..................

NEXT SESSION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE,

On motion, it was Resolved,—That the next Session of the
General Conference be held in the City of Halifax, NS,

The resolution was subsequently r
on motion, it was

Resolved,—That the next Session of the General Con.
ference of the Methodist Church of Canada Le held in the
Sydenham Street Methodist Church, in the City of Kingston,

to begin on the first Wednesday in September, 1882, at
nine o’clock a.m,

econsidered, whereupon,
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RELATION OF CHILDREN TO THE CHURCH.

In reference to the Report of the Committee on the
Relation of Children of the Church, it was

Resolved,—That the subject lie on the table until the next
General Conference.,

REPORT ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS.

Report No. 2 of the Sabbath-school Committee was read,
and, on motion, was adopted with a verbal amendment,

[For Report, as finally adopted, see Appendix. |

‘. QUARTERLY TICKETS.

[t was moved by the Rev. S. F. Huestis, and seconded by
the Rev. D. D. Currie,—

That the quarterly ticket of membership shall be prepared
under the supervision of the President of the General Clon-
ference, and shall be furnished to the Superintendents of
Circuits at cost.

The motion was adopted.
The fraternal address to the Australasian General Confer-
ence was read, and, on motion, adopted.

[ For Address, see Appendix. |

DAY OF THANKSGIVING,

The Report of the Committee to whom was referred the
subject of a day of thanksgiving, was read by the Secretary?
and adopted by the Conference.

[ For Report, see Appendix. |

NOTICES OF MOTION.

iy Moved by the Rev. E. B. Ryckman, M.A., and seconded
11 by the Rev. A. Andrews,—

. That those notices of motion whose promoters are present
il to pursue them shall now be taken up and disposed of, but
that all others be indefinitely postponed.

i The motion was adopted.
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CONNEXIONAL NOTICES.

Moved by the Rey.
Rev. W, (. Brown,—

That a]l connexional notices, such as Distr
Missionary Anniversaries, &e.
periodicals free of cost,

S. F. Huestis, and seconded by the

ict Mectings,
, shall be published in ouy

Moved in amendment, by the Rev.

That this matter be left to the East,
The amendment wag put and lost,
The resolution wag then put and carried,

H. Sprague, MA.
ern Book Committee,

BAPTISM oF PROBATIONERS.

The fol]owing motion, of which notice had pre
given by the Rev. E, Robson, wa
put to the vote, wag adopted :—

Resolved,—Thag the following clause be added to the
directions relative to Baptisms : et the minister
receiving persons o trial for
énquire whether or not t
let that rite be admini

viously been

8 taken up, and, on being

* when
membership Particularly
hey have been baptized, and if not,
stered as soon ag practicable,

MEMORIAL oF THE REV, R, PHELPS,

A memorial from the Rev. R, Phelps, in refey

claims on the Superannuation Fund, wag received. (Op

A per, M.A., the document wag
referred back to Brother Phelps, as this General Conferenc,
has no jurisdiction in the matter. '

FRENCH TRANSLATION OF DISCIPLINE,

In reference to the request ot the

Montrea] Conference
ition of the Discipline be pu

blished in French, i,

Resolved,—That the subject be refery

ed to the Executive
of the Wegtern section of the Book (o

mmittee,
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CIRCUIT SCHEDULES.

Moved by the Rev. A. Andrews, and seconded by the
Rev. Dr. Williams,—

That the Book Stewards of the Western and Eastern
divisions be lirected to prepare schedules, and forward them
_ to the Superintendents of Circuits and Missions, containing
I columns for tabulating the number of members on trial and
in full membership, the necessary information of the Sunday-
schools, the number of churches, parsonages, and burial
grounds, with their respective values ;—which schedule snall
be filled up and presented to the Annual District Meeting
preceding the General Conference, from which the Report
of the respective Annual Conferences shall be tabulated.
The cost of the printing be met by the Contingent Funds
of the respective Annual Conferences.

ELECTION OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES.

Nominations were received for representatives to sister
Conferences, and ballots taken, whereupon the following
were elected :—

To the British Conference,—The Rev. Samuel Coley.

To the M. E. Chwrch, U. S.—The Rev. E. B. Ryckman,
M.A.

To the M. E. Church South,—The Rev. Howard Sprague,
M.A.

To the M. E. Church in Canada,—The Rev. W. 8. Black-
stock,

On motion, it was resolved that the Reports of Addresses
not adopted by this Conference, shall be submitted to the
President for his approval.

Verbal Reports from the Delegates of the last General
Conference to sister Conferences were received.
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APPENDIX A

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND CONNEXIONAL
INSTITUTIONS AS PRESENTED To THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE AND REFERRED To

VARKHH%COMAUTTEES

—————

REPORT OF CENTRAL MISSIONARY BOARD.

I. RELIGIOUS AND STATISTICAL,.

Our oldest Missions to a pa
on the Indian Reserves of the
influence of Christianity upon the various tribeg has been
80 extensive, that only in a few Places are to be seen
specimens in Pagan dress, manners, and usages of what
the Ojibways, Oneidas, Munceys, Delawares, and Potts.
watomies were some fifty years ag0.  During the last four
years but little change has taken Place either in the num.
bers, Missions, or Missionaries in Ontario. The Missions
have all been maintained with vigor and success,

Two visits have been
Superior, with spiritual profit to the |
every spring from the interior to trade at the Hon. Hudson
Bay Company’s post at Michipicoton,
4l agent of the Society,

gan people are to be found
Province of Ontario. The

‘ers, who liter-
A man of endurance and
arged with the Spiritual

ally have no settled habitation,

enterprise should be specially ch

interests of the People at Batchewana Bay, the Pic, and
ichipicoton, who, notwithstanding their very occasional

visits from Missionaries, stil] Prefer and profess their adher-
ence to the Methodist Church,
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Of the Mount Elgin Industrial School favourable report
can be made, although the Board have Just reason to com-
plain that the departure of the Indian Department from
the original agreement, of making provision for fifty resi-
dent pupils, has entailed great expense upon the Society,
never anticipated when the enterprise was first started,
now extending over twenty-five years. Whatever improve-
ments in social, agricultural, or mechanical life may be man-
ifest among the different bands, portions of whose annuities
have been given up for the maintenance of the Institution,
may be traced to the training Indian youth have there
received,

The Missions formerly known as existing in the Hud-
son’s Bay Territogy, now in Keewatin, have received much
attention from the Board ; that at Rossville, Norway House,
has been diminished in size by the formation of another
reserve at Fisher River, on the shores of Lake Winnipeg,
about eighty miles from Selkirk, The immigrants from
Rossville amount to two hundred, all adherents of our
Church, but inefficiently supplied with religious ordinances,
dependent upon a native teacher, with an occasional visit
from the resident Missionary at Beren’s River. Sheer
poverty has prevented the Board from the expenditure, so
pressingly needed, for the formation of a Mission, and the
recommendation of an ordained Missionary to take charge
of this branch of our spiritual household. Beren’s River,
Oxford House, and Nelson River have repaid the labourers’
toil who have sown the seed of the word, which has given
fruitful evidence of having fallen into good ground.

Since the meeting of the first General Conference, the
Board and the Methodist Church have been called to mourn
over the mysterious death of the Rev. George McDougall,
the Chairman of the Saskatchewan District, Self-denying,
brave, and enthusiastically devoted to the great work of
saving souls, his loss is greatly felt amongst all the Indians
in that vast territory. They had unbounded and child-like
confidence in his love for their race, and in his wisdom to
guide them in whatever affected their interests for both

worlds—present and future. His place has been supplied
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by his worthy son, the Rev. J

at Morley and itg surroundings presents features of interest

and éncouragement, confined principally to the Stoneys

and Crees, with an occasional visit to the Blackfeet and to

ohn McDougall, whosge work

agents,

tains itg interesting features of a ha
munity ; but the alterations in pr
transition state of the Indians,

the territory for settlement, will call for

attention of the Central Board for

In the Report of 1874, the Missions of Fort Simpson and
Naas, in British Columbia, had no place ; within this period
a commodioug Sanctuary and Mission House have been com-
pleted at Fort Simpson, a large day-school established, a
Methodist Church of 252 members hag been formed ; and
at Naas and other Places within reach of the Missionary
labouring there, many have been converted to God, some of
whom voluntarily Spread themselves abroad to preach that
gospel to their pPagan fellow men, which hag been made the
glorious instrument of their own salvation. The callg for

Missionarieg along this coast, and from Queen Charlotte
Island, are loud and affecting,

The Mission to J apan continues to be favoured
tokens of the Divine blessin

word of life, and (od has
cross with the « drawing ”
eclared should ever attend
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to the membership const;-
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millions around them, “ in their own tongue, the wonderful
works of God.” Five candidates for the ministry have
already been received on trial, and others are being trained,
according to our disciplinary usages, for the same holy
work. A /isit from Mr. Eby to Nambu, during the year,
awakened such a lively interest in favour of the Gospel
that it has resulted in his taking up his residence at Kofu,
the capital of the Province, by their own earnest entreaty,
where he has cheering openings, among thousands of these
benighted people, of sowing ‘‘the seed of the word” with
every certainty of an abundant harvest : for, where there
is a good soil for this to fall into, heavenly influences com-
ing down upon the people as rain upon mown grass,

‘ Watered by His Almighty hand,
The seed shall surely grow.”

We are glad to say that the sisterhood of the Mission
families are diligent Christian workers, and are exercising
a good influence upon Japanese women and youth, to whom,
in their different localities, they have access.

The German Missions have not been increased in number;
they are confined now to Hamilton, Preston, and Paris, in
the West; and Renfrew, Thorne, and Eganville, in the East.
These places are supplied by three Missionaries, whose
labours are much appreciated by the people, and whose
ministrations have been blessed in the conversion of souls,
and in building up the followers of Christ in the faith of
the Gospel.

Missions to the French in the Province of Quebec have
been blessed with prosperity, notwithstanding the formid-
able hostilities which, in various shapes, have to be con-
tended with. The Lord is raising up agencies, great and
effectual, for any place or work we may have for them. It
18 to be regretted that the means at the disposal of the
Central Board are too limited to allow of all the open doors
for the introduction of Protestantism being promptly
entered,
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In the Missionary Districts the work
Settlers is enlarging, especially in Manitobi, where we have
now ten Missions and nine Missionaries, The tide of immi-
gration to this tertile province and the territory beyond it,
capable of sustaining millions of people, is sure to flow
rapidly for nany vears to come, This great country wil!,
doubtless, bhe carefully remembered by the Central Board
and the appointing power of the Methodist Churel,.

amongst the new

With reference to the wide field over which
the Domestic Missions of the Church, in
Lower Provinces, the Soe

are spread
the Upper and
iety’s Missionaries have laboured
with fidelity and zeal ; nor have they been without evi.
dences of success, [In the more eastern part of the Mission
field both exposure and danger fall to the lot of the worker :
but cheered by the warm and friendly greetings of the
lonely lumberer, op the hardy and adventurous fisherman,
and above all, animated aud borne up by the presence of a
covenant-keeping Glod, the task assigned them has been
energetically and perseveringly completed. The brethren
in the North may justly vie with those in the East as to
who should have the palm for contending with physical
difficulties, Tt is the pleasant duty of the Secretaries to
state—so far as the Missionary Department ig concerned—-
but very few diffienlties have oOccurred, and those of g nature
easily ajusted, The uniting of the two bodies of Meth.
odists in the Upper Province has beea most hm'moniously
accomplished, and during the Past four years ministeps and
people have unitedly been worshipping and working ag
though they had never occupied other than ope position in
the Lord’s vineyard. Whils regretting the inability to
enlarge the boundaries of the Church to the extent to which
openings have heen presented, and loud calls for help have
been heard, they cherish the hope that better times are not
very distant, when the treasury of the Lord shall be greatly
replenished, the incubus of a large standing debt removed
and every part of the Missionary field relieved from an
Just complaint op personal saffering. To Goq be all the
glory for the good already done: ang to Him we look for

’

future guidance and Spiritual triumphs,
9
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SUMMARY.

INDIAN MISSIONS.
Missions,
Missions to the Indians in British )
Columbia, Saskatchewan, Hud-( 44
son’s Bay Territory, and lhcs
Provinces of Ontario and Quebec

Missionaries. Members.

4o* 3,013

JAPAN,
Missions to the Japanese .......... 4 ot 100

TO THE GERMANS.
Missions to the Germans ..........
TO THE FRENCH IN QUEBEC.

Missions in the Province of Quebec.. ¢ 9 274
MISSIONARY DISTRICTS.

Missions to the Settlers and Half- (
Breeds in British Columbia, Red } 24 23 1,320
River, and Algoma Districts. . . . s

DOMESTIC MISSIONS.

Toronto Conference............... 54 64 6,081
London “ o 5 B 47 57 4,573
Montreal 2 smndang o a N sl 74 8o 6,342
Nova Scotia “  ...... Lt T 62 64 6,269
New Biunswick and P. E. 1. Conf.. 46 49 3,609

Newfoundland Conference......... 39 7,300

g R R P 409 422 39,165
In addition to the number of ordained Missionaries, there
are 15 Native Assistants, and 5 Ministers on Circuits supplying
small bands of Indians. There are 33 Schools and 33
Teachers ; and 21 Interpreters ; making a paid Agency in the
Missionary Department of the Methodist Church of Canada,
of 496.
[n 1874 there were 231 Missions, being an increase of 178.
" “ 259 Missionaries, “ o A0
total paid Agency, 320, being an increase of 176.

ExocH Woon,
ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND,

General Secretaries.

“

* Ten of these are Native Assistants.
t Five of these are Native Preachers
.
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L) -FINANCIAL,

The General Treasurers of the Missionary Society of the
Methodist Church of Canada beg to submit to the

Genera]
Conference the tollowing Report of the financial conditiop of
the Society for the quadrennial period ending June 30th,
1878 .—

l.—Comparative Statement of

Annual Income ang
Expendituye,

18745, 1875.6. | 1876-7. 1877-8,
INCONE, - N ‘ )t
Suh.&criptimm and Collections, , . .. $119561 07 $118269 29 /(8115909 8 8115012 40
Juvenile Offerings - " 220561 81 19750 56 18264 27| 16763 82
Legacies. . 4£6 b0 10209 o 3423 67! 469 650
Grant from England, , ., T
Miscellaneous .

1866 67| 4566 67) 4gug 90
5099 12/ 9544 9],

3634 43 8501 00
Totel .................. -+ 8147168 50 8162639 78($145998 928141475 19
Expenditure . , Ttrereseenii..| 1856268 84 168677 64| 174955 92| 151023 24

op b T b3i00's, 290208 ... |
Deficit $38100 3¢ .., 828267 00 89548 12
Gross Income for quadrennial T 8:"19;,:782”;7
“  Espenditure e B P e 069,225 64

Deficit, "

NOTE. —This deficit is reduced by a balance brought over from 1873.4.

The foregoing statement shows
large—in the income from
fluctuations in that from

a falling off—though not
ordinary Sources, and the ysyg]
miscellaneous sources. In gyb.
scriptions and collections the difference between 1874-5 and

1877-8 is $3,648 67 ; but when we remember that tlig has
ocenrred during a season of the heaviest commereial depres-
sion that Canada has ever known, the only wonder ig that
the decrease has heen S0 small. Then in Juvenile offe, ings
there has been a steady decrease, f'alling from $22.05] 81
in 1874.5 to $16,753 32 in 1877-8, or a difference of
$5,298 49 ; this is a ignifi t for che serious
attention of those who have the charge of Circuitg and
Sunday-schools, The is, of course,




TOURNAL OF THE

(1878,

always uncertain, and should never be taken into account In
maki'ngr the appropriations for any year; the amount f]()l
the first and last vears of the period is almost precisely the
same ($456 50 and $469 50), but in 1875-6 the income
A v e n O rhile 1 7Q.7
from this source suddenly rose to $l(?,.3|').i, '\\lnl( i 1876-7
it was $3,423 67. Considerable fluctuation is also observable
n.. Py T e '. . e .,,,_8 l“nl ill any
in miscellaneous income, being l_* §8 in 1877 ,t - ‘l_)
of the three preceding years; this is partly accunu1t§( or ;y
: ants g i¢ Sschools from the
the fact that the grants to our Indi A ﬁ? o
[ndian Department ave now two years in arrears.

V1.—Statement of Income and Expenditure by Conferences.

1874-5.

CONFERENCES, &c. INCOME, INC. Dxc.

$40093 64
2243 95

$21907 78
45450 00

............

i Toromto....ooov.0e..
& Mission Districts .......

B Algoma.....ceeeii] e e 4651 36 ...... S
i g T L ISl R i IRl
iU Bk P sww s mavis | wrbre Sos 11| o0 | exoaes
i #? Saskatchewan [y s ) prdvapl sl e -

"' ‘lliritiah Columbia.....| ...... i1 Rl

' T O

4y 7 T SR

34600 92| ...... | ...... $0088 88! ...... | ......
Montreal .............. DRTIR Bl ccnvnn | sniine ﬁ)ggz ;(7) ...........
L M. O iivoininis 6397 08 111 1 el
Nova Scotia ...ovvvuve..| 10227 03 ...... ot g = |
New Brunswick & P.E. 1. 833% 5 o o 1
Newfoundland.......... 5286 91 — 1
SANOION 500455000 carnes 117 5? ...... iogasaq| 11|
Miscellaneous ........ 6099 12| ...... 1T Sl B
Mt. klgin Ind. Institu'n, PR Tite ol 1
Sundry Appropriations.. ...... |

Total ........../8147168 50 $185268 84; cese e

S 4 4 OO 46 vo 000000
xcess of Ex )elldltlll(} over Inco ‘]
Balﬂ."ce, belng e I

ceeesnsses $88,100 84
Less balance in hand from 1873-4 oen ¥a.d

8,799 b6

" Since the Report was presented, the arrears for schools in Ontario have been

paid.

Net Deficit, June 80th, 1875......c.cv0eevrconnnscens

ceenesee . $29,800 79

1878.]

CONFEREN

Toronto,, ., .
Mission Disty

Algoma ., .
Red River,
Saskatchew:
British Con
Japan.,..,.

London., , .,
Montreal. , . .
Late M. N, ¢
Nova Scotia
New Bruns, an
Newfoundland
Legacies .. ..
Grant from En
Miscellaneous .
Mt. Elgin Ind. ]
Sundr_\'Apprnpl

Total ., ..

Net Increase of

Decrease of
Excess of [ncom
Net deficit, June

Toronto. . .. &5
Mission Districts

Algoma,,,, ...
Red River,, . . .
Saskatchewan .
British Columt
Japan,,.... ...
London ., .
Montreal,, ., .
Nova Scotia . . % b
New Bruns, ang P.
Newfoundland ., "
Grant from Engla
Legacies .. ..,. ..
Miscellaneous . | '
Mt. Elgin Ind. Tnst
Sundry Appro. . ..

Total.

Net Decrease of Ing

“ Increase of Ex;
Kxcess of Expendit
Net deflcit, June 8¢
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1875.8.

C()NFERENCF.S &e. | INcomr, INc, Drc, Exprx, Inc, DEkc.

Toronto, , ., .. coen $41269 68 ., $776 79/ 819272 80 $2634 98

Mission Dntrwh ¥ 3624 23 $1380 28 , .ﬂ/b(m 43 ...... 7644 57
Algoma ., .. .. S i T R 4,372 18} ....;. 79 23
Red l{ner : 10188 29 5246 13
Saﬂl\atcheuan ...... ‘ 98550 | avives 9654 72| $570 01 T
British (,o umhm : 56 onioe | oeinares 10043 49/ ... .. 2077 79
Japan ., ¢ o s I 3346 80/ .... .. 811 43

London., , ., .. YT 37862 64 ..., .. 201 720 21814 90 380 87

Montrcal P e 32281 19 ' 3378 89 24228 41

Late M. N, (‘ .

T 5379 69
o s o 11354 77
‘\ma\wtn 10706 02 478 38

11258 83 4 44, | .. ..
New Bruns, and P.E.I 7358 63 yivis i 973 8218 34/ ..., 889 24
Newfoundland ,, . 5005 46/ ... 281 45| 8473 19 1071 24 RSP
Legacies ., .. 10121 00/ 10003 09 o000 TR
Grant from E nuhlnrl 4866 67 4866 67 s 500940 VT T (N 4
Miscellaneous ¥ s a4 21 444509 [T 17469 92| 4471 48 S8k's yy
Mt. Eigin Ind. Instit.. . . AT AT, 6192 02/ ,..... 2077 98 s
SnndrvApprnpn ations |11 e T 6450 00| ..., 1678 00
Total .. ... . '$162639 73 s] ml 2% $158667 61/ .. .. .. $26501 20 &

Vet Increase of Income for the year,, rreesteeeesL,, 816,471 93 i

* Decrease of Expenditure for the u ar  vaap TN e ss ey | 96,001 90
Excess of [ncome oy er hxpcndlturc for the u'ar Trrtrresssiiiiiii,. 3,962 09
Net deficit, June 30th, 1876 ,, 00 et s0nannns

26,338 70

1876 7

| '
Toronto...... . .. .. . $40640 89 .. $628 79| $24837 33 $5664 58/ ... ..
Mission Districts, , .. .. 4001 19 8376 9¢ . - | 48210 42] 404 99 |17 (e
Algoma , 5% amips reeees | 4809 47 g A
Red Rnel Ry L S TR RSO [ 10069 99/ |, . . . 118 30
aaukatchewan v aE P 56 54 vy s .. 2279 02
British (‘nlumhm ...... s 0 i ey 7613 15/ . .. .- 2430 34
Japan, . Adid,§ SERES T O SR O creeee (13342 11 9995 81, ......
London ., ., .. ree .. 36666 49 1207 151 21981 1 . 8303
Montreal,, ., = 29156 84 beae 3124 35 28597 39 4368 98| ......
Nova Scotia. o 11070 13 304 11 o R 12818 00 1669 67| ......
New Bruns, uml P E. l 7671 38| 212 75 T 10666 34 2448 00/ ......
Newfoundland . . 5780 90| 775 44 ! 7684 56| ...... 803 64
Grant from an'lanu 4866 67| ..., .. TN BT e
Legacies ., .. Siatey e 2721 00| .. s oy R PETREN S .
\lhcellanenlh ........ ))d# s s 6009 78/ 17575 96 113 04 ....
Mt. Elgin Ind, Iostit,,| ... SR LS S8 ., 2395 21
Sundry Appro. . .. .. o R A 0 wg g g SR 4937 . | ISy 612 10
e | - — | e | o esenison i
Total.. ... - $145998 92! . '$16640 81/ 3174 21816578 28/ ., ... .

\et Decrease of lnunuefortho o ol R SR L trreeceianaa.... 16,640 81

¢ Increase of K xpenditure for the vear .................... ceeenn. 15,678 28
Excess of Expenditure over lucome for the year o s YV SN 28,267 00
Net deficit, June 80th, 1877, 58,697 70
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CONFERENCES, &c. | INcous. Inc, Dxc. EXPEN. INC. |DECREASR.

Toronto .............. §11008 04 #367 15 .. . . $20711 35/ ...... $1112 03
Mission Distriets. ., .. .. 4239 48/ 238 29| ...... 338v9 26| ...... 9415 16
Algoma............ O% % s R o T 39356 98| ...... 853 49
Red River ......... R I 8589 65| ...... 1480 44
Saskatchewan .. ..., - AT B I 5897 9| ...... 1477 80
British Columbia.. . R saaue | ewenies 7634 8u| $21 65 ......
Japan........... o T il iy 717 03] ..... 56256 08
London .............. 37789 25 1133 76! .. .. 17747 81 ...... 3483 36
Montreal ............. 26730 39| ...... $2426 45/ 24104 63! ...... 4492 86
Nova Scotia .. ... ... 11463 66, 393 53 ...... 10946 15| ...... 1572 85
New Bruns. and P.E.I. O88L 801 ..o 740 08 9126 56/ ...... 1239 78
Newfoundland........ 4676 10| ...... 1104 80 6267 71/ ...... 1316 84
Graunt from r.ngland ., 4833 Qv ...... UV wonvee || svwvis | aesab
Legacies ............. | 897 G0 ..., | 2324 00 voni | ssemar il eeaii
Miscellaneous, .. .,.,.. 3501 00/ ...... 33 43! 19009 38 1483 42| ,.....
Mt. Elgin [ud. Instit,, ... .. TR T I 41561 49 1354 68| ......
Sundry appro........| ..... | .. 0000 : 4800 00, ...... 137 90
Total...........|8141475 12 $4523 80 8150978 24/ ...... $23232 68

Net Decrease of Income for the PORE S0 iiv05 0000 snmnabasonedsdostinsteie $4,623 80

“ Decrease of Expenditure for the FOAL, covoveceneiiiitiennnatiense 28,982 68
Excess of Expenditure over Income for BRD PR 5 5.0 oo o ey et 9,498 12
Net deficit, June BOth, 1878.. .. vt 63,093 82

The large deficit on the quadrennial period calls for some
explanation :—

First, in regard to the deficit of 1874-5, amounting to
$38,000 ; this is attributable chiefly to three causes :

. Expenditure consequent on the Union.

2. Increased expenditure on Mission Districts.

3. Increased Miscellaneous expenditure,

In other words, there was paid to the former “ New Con
nexion ” work in excess of income from the same source
$4,957.69, to the Eastern Conferences $3,881.40, to Mission
Districts (chiefly on account of Indian Mission premises,
begun one or two years before), $10,550.72, to the Mon-
treal Conference an increase of $4,550.41. and on Miscel-
laneous expenditure (chiefly on account of the M ount Elgin
Industrial Institution), $8,181.69 ; these items alone aggre-
gate over $32,000. The balance being accounted for by
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fa”ing off in income and smaller items of expenditure
scattered t}n'ough the various Conferences.

In 1875-6 there was an unusual increase of

income from
Miscellaneous sources

» and a decrease of expenditure, by
which the debt was reduced to $25.338 70,

The next marked increase in the debt was in 1876-7,
when it rose to the aggregate of $53,597.70, or an increase
of $28,257, and occurred in this wise : Wihen the ¢ ‘ntral
Board met in the Autumn of 1876, it was found that the
Sum at the disposal of the Board woul( give the Missionaries
only 50 per ceni. of the grants whicl the Board thought
they should rec.ive, That the Missionaries should suffer
this heavy discount was felt to be neither reasonable nor
righteous, and hence it was proposed tht the Treasure

rs be
authorized to advance an

amount sufficient to pay 663 per
cent. of the appropriations, in the hope that the Church
would come to tle rescue, and provide the necessary funds,
This hope, we regret to say, was not realized : the income
instead of advancing, fell from $162,639.73 to .‘3]1-5'),998.93,
a difference of $16,640.81, chiefly in legacios and other
miscellaneons items, This, added to the incre

ased expendi
ture anthorized, makes the amount of the year’s fl('ﬁ(‘ien('y.
$28,257.

In regard to the further increase of debt in 1877-8,
amounting to $9,493.19, the explanation is simple. In the
first place, the income shows g decrease of $4,523.80 : on
the other hand, there are certain itams of annual expendi
ture which must he paid, such as [nterest, Dist'-ountS, cost
of publishing Reports, Allowances to School Teachers, In-
terpreters, o, &e., but the appropriations made by the
Board last autumn, for several of these items were quite
below the mark, and hence, in a number of cases, payments
had to be made in excess of the sums placed at the «isposal
of the Committee of Finance ; add to this the fact that noth-
ing was left in the hands of the Committee for
arising during the year, and the envire
of the debt is fully accounted for,

emergencies
amount of the increase

Jony MAUDONAL]), Treasurer.,
A. SUTHERLAND, Sec’y-Treasurer.
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III. APPENDIX

TO FINANCIAL REPORT.—REU()M&IENDATIONS,
ETC., OF CENTRAL BOARD.

In view of the large indebtedness which has accumulated
during the past quadrennial period, we deem it our duty to
call the attention of the General Conference to certain facts
in conrection with the working of our Missionary organiza-
tion, and to suggest a course of action that will, in our
Judgment, not only prevent any further increase of the
debt, but also make provision for its extinction at a not
very distant day.

i In the first place, we call attention to the fact that, under
1 the present system, there is no check whatever to the in-
] crease of Missions and of men. Each Annual Conference
v may go on multiplying its domestic Missions, and increasing
| the number of its missionaries, without reference to other
:?»
.

Conferences, or to the Missionary Board.,

[n this connection, we call attention to the rapid increase
of married men in the mission field. Nor have we reason
to believe that the coming term will differ materially, in
this respect, from the past. There are now 205 probationers
in the ranks of the various Conferences. Within four years
a large proportion of these will be married men, and if the
past be a reliable index of the future, perhaps three-fifths of
those who complete their probation will be claimants on the
Mission fund.

Another point deserving attention is the fact that appro-
priations are made from vear to year on the basis of the
gross income of the preceding year, and even beyond it.
Experience has proved this to be an unsafe basis of calcula-
tion, inasmuch as the income from miscellaneous sources is
very fluctuating and uncertain.

The course we would suggest is substantially as follows :
I. That such action be taken by the General and Annual
Conferences as will check the too rapid increase of Missions
and Missionaries,
2. That in making appropriations the Central Board
keep within the limits of the income of the preceding year
arising from regular sources, viz, : Collections and Subserip-
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(1) In the publication of the

- Missionzuy Notices.” Afiep the
ing method might be adopted :—Let the Secretaries publish
an Annua] Report for each Conference, containing a brief
religious Summary of our wlole Mission work, and the
names of subscribers of $2 and upwards ; also, a General
Report containing the religions Summary, and the aggregate
of income from each Circuit ang Mission, We recommend
cthat the publication of the « Missionm'y Notices” be dis-
continued, and in its place the editors of the Guardian and
Wesleyan be directed to place at the disposal of the Mis-
simmry Secretaries sufficient Space in theiy columns, for the
publication of gych matter as ig usually published in the
“Mission;n'y Notices,” and that the editors bhe instructed

not to publish Missionary letters that have not beep first

examined and approved by the Secretaries, We also recom-

mend that authority he given to publigh an illustrated
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for rent is an absolute necessity ; but there are large num-
Lers of Missions where such a pressure as would induce the
people to perform a long-neglected duty, and provide a house
for the Missionary, would be a great blessing to the people
themselves, and a great relief to the Missionary treasury.
In all such cases notice shouid be given that after a specified
period grants for rent shall cease. To abolish entirely
grants in cases of affliction would seem harsh, and we
do not recommend it ; but we are constrained to say that
there is sometimes a tendency to take advantage of this
custom, and to throw upon the fund claims, which,
though apparently trifling in themselves, yet aggregate a
considerable sum year by year. What we would recom-
mend is, that gran‘s be made only in cases where the
affliction has beep exceptionally severe, and the salary very
small.

(3) By stopping grants to all Missions able to meet
their own liabilities, A careful examination will show
these to be sufficiently numerous to make quite a serious
item in the annual grants.

(4) By such efforts to increase the income of the Super-
annuation Fund, ar will relieve the Society from any further
necessity of making grants thereto.

5. That the Central Board of Missions shall be composed
of the President of the General Conference, the officers of
the Missionary Society, one minister to be chosen annually
by each of the Conferences, one laymen to be chosen annually
by the laymen of the Local Missionary Committee and six
other persons— one-half of whom shall be laymen, to be
appointed by the General Conference, and who shall con-
tinue in office for four years.

6. That the Committec of Consultation and Finance shall
be composed of the President of the General Conference,
the officers of the Missionary Society, and nine other mem-
bers, to be chosen by the General Conference—four minis-
ters and five laymen, the majority of whom shall be mem-
bers of the Central Board, who shall provide during the
intervals of its annual meetings for any exigencies that may
arise.
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7. This Board, believing the work of the Missionary
Office in Toronto can be efficiently done with but one
Secretary, Strongly recommends t at this reduction be made
and that the Accovntant be required to give a guarantee
either through the Gua antee Society, or that of a personal
friend to an amount not jess than ———

There may possibly be other items in whick some
retrenchment could be made, but these are suflicient to
indicute a line of policy which, if faithfully pursued, will
soon relieve us of our financial embarrassments ; as proof of
this it may be mentioned that in two items alone-—rents and
Superannuation Fund grant—a sum has been spent in the
last four years equal to the entire debt of the Society.

S. F. Hugsris,
Sec, pro tem. Central Bourd.

[The Report was received, and referred to the Committee
on Missions. |

REPORT OF THE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY,

The inauguration of this Society, by the General Confor-
ence of 1874 was an experiment variously received by the
ministers and members of oup Church. Those who under-
stood fully the importance of the interests which it was
intended to promote were perhaps too sanguine of its great
success. Their first year’s efforts in placing the claims or
the Society before the Church made them painfully con.
scious of the fact that ministers and people required to be
roused to a sense of the need and duty of the Church to
provide herself with an educated ministry., The sympathy
and liberality of the Church were largely pre-occupied by
those great religious enterprises for whiei, our Methodism is
%0 justly distinguished. In four years of most unparalleled
depression, it was very difticult to maintain, much less to
increase, the income of the Church. The local church
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buiiding enterprise, commenced in more prosperous times,
the "l&tf and extending Mission work, the incrcasing (Lum%
on the Snpcmmnmtml Ministers’ Pun(l and even the in-
creased claims for ministerial support, a. i~ing from the union,
were already before our people, and m.ulp demands tum
which their sympathy and support could not be withheld
in either justice or propriety. It is not surprising, there-
fore, that the pres- ing wants of present work should fore-
stall that whiclk is pe culx(ul) a preparation and building for
the future.

Notwithstanding these difficulties, vour Society has done
not a little for the Church during the past four years, One
hundred and thirty-one probationers for our ministry have
been appointed to college, where almost all have remained
two years, and some a longer time. Of these, sixty-two
have attended Victoria College, Cobourg ; thirty-five, Mount
Allison We-leyan College, Sackville; an? tlmt\ tmu, the
Wesleyan Theological College, Montreal. The entire num-
ber received into full connesion and ordained during
this time, has been one hundred and nincty-nine, showmfy
that about two-thirds of those who now euter our lnllllbtly
receive a college training.  This prop rtion will be some-
whas increased by the fact that a number are educated at
Victoria College and elsewhere prior to offering themselves
as candidates. The exhibit of the past two years, in which
the results of the work of the Educational Society have
fully shown themselves, will appear still more favourable.
Forty-eight young men weie this year ordained in the six
(/onterences, and of these thirty-seven had been students
at college. If the werk we are now doing could be doubled
every person ordained to onr mnu\tly would h ave enjoyed
the advantage of at least three years’ college training.

The advance made in the four years may be estimated
more justly from the funds expended in aiding probationers
at College. In 1874 the grants amounted to $3,200, in
1878 to $4,500, an increase of forty per cent.
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Besides the largely increased amount of Collegiate train-
ing afforded to candidates for our ministry by this Society,
it has also defrayed the expenses of a very thorough system
of examination of all probationers in that work, thus giving
an impetus to intellectual preparation which iufluences every
individual offering himself to the holy calling,

The support of the institutions in which our young men
are trained has been a prominent feature in the Society’s
work.  Grants have been made for Theological tuition
amounting to $1,400 a year, divided between the Victoria,
Mount Allison, and Montreal Schools, Montreal re
fr two years past one-half, Victoria, tour hurdred, and
Mount Allison, three hundred : $2,7(0 have also been
divided each year between Victoria, Mount Allison, and

the Manitoba Institute for the support of the Faculties of
Arts,

ceiving

It is \Hnecessary to say anything of the importance of
maintaining our Methodist Colleges in the higlest possible
efficiency. In these seats of learning we expect not only
our ministry, but also a majority of our laity, to be educated,
All the reasons which render it expedicnt that we should
maintain two institutious with Faculties of Arts and
University powers, to give a superior education to the
young men of our Church under the religious influ-
ences peculiar to that Church, are absolutely imperative
that such education should be inferior to none to be bad in
the land. If we see not to this our best young men will
be lost both to our college and to our Church, and our
moral and religious, as well as our social and political,
influence be seriously diminished. It ig greatly to be de-
sired that either by increased endowments or by annual
grants from this Society, the incomes of our t
should be increased by at least one-half, when
be in a position to co apete mere effectively witl
tutions known as non-denominational,

wo colleges
they would
1 the insti-

Any person familiar with the internal economy of such
institutions will bear testimony that as soon as the course
of study is extended to three years, the services of three
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professors in each school, or an equivalent therefor, becomes

' absolutely necessary. This will involve an outlay of $6,000,
| or $7,000 a year for each school. If our Church would do
justice to her work in this dirvection, sho must contemplate
an expenditure of not less than $50,000 a year in the near
future. Our present outlay is a little more than half this
sum.

The following tabular statements will exhibit—

I. The entire Educational Work of Methodism in the
Dominion of Canada.

i [1. The entire Income and Expenditure of this Society in
the four yeurs. .

TABLE 1. ~EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

Class First—Institutions under the control of the Genera!l
Conference.

Value of|, ,
Prop'y. In'me.

Victoria Coll., Cobourg, Arts.....| $150,000/810573 311219 6 |
’e " by Theclogy. 36,000 3381 310v| 2 |
" b " Law,, ko vese 4 6 70
" $e b Medicine.| .... PP el i 127 | 812
Mt. Allison Wes. Coll., Arts......' 60,000/ 6000 (50:,0} 1 40 6 ....
- g i Theology. 15,000 160u| 1500} * 17 | ... ' 4000
" Male Academy....... 40,000| 56000, 50w 6 | 120 o
o RO ' i 35,000 65000 500 8| 82! .... | ...,
2 16 | .... | 2000

Wes. Theological Coll , Montreal.| 86,000/ 2500/ 38Uy

Class Second—Institutions under the patronage of Annual
Conferences.

l

Wes. Femule Coll., Hamilton..... ... cene | eeen 120175 1 183 | 400
Outario Ladies’ Coll., Whitby..... i o os va e | 19 110 7| 250
Stanstead College................ S yoadd wors H B 3 RN
Meth. Academy, St. John’s, Nfld.. .... | .... | «eee | 6| 243 | .... | ovus

As the financial support of these institutions is entirely provided by the
Stockholders, to whom they belong, no financial report is given.

1875
Toronto
London
Moutreal
New Bru
Nova Sco
Newfoun

1876 —
Toronto (
London
Moutreal
New Brun
Nova 820t
Newfound

1877—
Toronto ¢
London
Montreal
New Brun;
Nova Scot
Newfound]

1878

Toronto (g
London
Montreal
Nova Scotig
New Bruns
Newfoundls

All of wi
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XPENDITURE OF THE Ebpuca-

TIONAL SOCIETY, 1874-8.

EXPENDITURE.
1875— {1875 —
Toronto Conference. . ., .. .. 82205 69| Grants to Students, West, ., . . . 182428 10
London L S = o 268 93 b “ East..... 826 00
Moutreal % B Tepaitaros 1849 07| Examinations. ..., .. .. ~°"" 168 37
New Brunswick Conference.| 466 13/ Expenses ., ., . ... """ttt 458 82
Gva Scotia 't 680 14| Discounts and Drafts, , ,,,... 779
Newfoundland o 252 87
1876 — (1876—
Toronto Conference., .. .. .. 2246 33| Grants to Students, West, . . . 3747 00
London o A 2467 0. » g East...,. 1420 00
Moutrea] ¢« "TUUUCC [ 1637 02 “ Vict. Coll., Arts & Theo.| 2000 0o
New Brunswick Conterence.| 388 98| “ Mt, Allison, i 1100 00
Nova 820tia o 661 00 ‘“ Montreal Theo, ¢ 800 00
Newfoundland s 285 69 ‘“ Manitohg [ustitute, .. .. 120 00
Examinations. , .., . " 610 14
Expenses.....,... ... 000 1172 46
1877— (1877 —
Toronto Conference. ... .. .. 2423 19| Grants to Students, West, ., . .. 2836 00
London R | e | 2720 01| o i Fast,....| 1252 00
Montreal « vttt 1659 87| ‘“ Viet, Coll., Art« & Theo. 2000 00
New Brunswick Conference.| 5983 48| “ Mt. Allison, g 1100 00
Nuva Scotia i 641 85| ‘“ Montreal Theo., ¢ 600 00
Newfoundland A A10 16/ ‘“ Manitoba Institute, . . . . 325 00
Examinations, ..., """ 466 12
Expenses...,,,. . . 735 62
1878 - 11878—
Toronto Conference,, ... ... ST S 877 67
London R 2651 38 Grauts to Students, West, 8579 60
Montreal FAR R 1151 7| i a4 East. ..., 15(8 00
Nova Scotia Conference....| 487 48| ““  Victoria College....... | 2000 00
New Brunswick ¢ e 621 23! “ Montreal Theol, College| 700 00
Newfoundland  « een| 298 00

All of which is respectfully

[The Report was received, a
on Education.]

Mt. Allison College....

teeveas | 1000 00
Manitoba

.................... | 173 85

submitted.

E. P.YERSON, Chairman,
N. Burwass, Seeretary.

nd referred to the Committee
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THE GENERAL TREASURER IN ACCOUNT WITH
THE EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.

To cash on hand .

$3,696 85

nw  from London Confetpnce . $~,454 03

Less Expenses ....... 374 47
—_— 2,082 56

To cash from Toronto . .......... 2,246 33

Less Expenses . . ... 303 00
1,943 33
To cash from Montreal B4 ke b > 1,518 00
" n Newfoundland ................ 285 69

T n  Nova Scotia ... 53l 00

Less Expenses ............ 40 63
; B — 510 37

To cash from N. B. & P. E. Island . . 388 98

Less Expenses ................ 41 16
e 347 82

$10,384 62

By paid Dr. Allison ............ 2,520 00
n  Rev. Dr. Douglas ........ 1,867 48
n.  Rev.R. Joves .......... 4,180 00
n  Rev. G. Young ...... 120 00
By Interest, Drafts, &c 9 195 97
By Expensee of Exammm* Boards 494 53

—— 9,377 98

Balance on hand . 1,006 64
Audited by J. Lister, Esq and Rev, James Gray.

To cash on hand .. ... . i . $1,006 64

n  from London Conference B 2,367 71

" " TOI‘ODtO ...................... 2,180 45

" " Montreal RSP UP S PPN 1,504‘ 65

" n Newfoundland ... 310 10
N P 7

..........

$8,451 56
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696 85

082 56

913 33
518 00
285 69

510 37

377 98

006 64

006 64
367 71
180 45
)04 65
310 10
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Cr.
By paid Rev. R, Jones .. .. .. 83,450 00
" Dr. Allison... .. .. .. 2,352 00

n  Rev. Dr, Douglas ..., . . 1,995 47
" Rev.G. Young .. . .. 325 55
By Interest, Com., & ..... . . 165 44
By Expenses of Examining Boards 124 35

—— 8,412 81

—————————

Bnlanceouhand......‘.......

$38 75
To cash on hand $38 75
n  from London Conference . . . . $2,651 38
LessExpenses..A........,..... 389 72
— 2,261 66
To cash from Toconto ... .. . [,860 76
LessExpenses......,......... 212 8]
——— 1,647 95
To cash from Montreal it 1,181 78
" " NOVH,SCOtla 3 48748
" v NB&P.E Island. 521 23

Less Expenses . . . . 63 70

—_— 407 53

$5,893 37
181 (0

——— — ——

$6,074 37

UR.
By paid Rev. Dr, Douglas ........ $2,225 00
Rev. R. Jones .. veeena. 4,054 60
Wl 00 AN, 2 2,608 00
Rev.T.E.Morden (Manitoba) 173 85
To Interest, Com. on cheques, &c. . 211 44

— 9,172 89
3,279 59
........ ... 'eon6n

. S—

$2.981 52
181 78

———————

2,799 74

Cash from N ewfoundland
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ABSTRACT.
Treasurer’s note discounted, 27th Sept ........ $60C 00
" " " 7(]) ()Ct T LELED 700 00
" " " Oth Oct ........ 2,000 00
" " " 18[11 O«t ........ 1,200 00
4,500 00
Less cash on hand and in bank .............. 1,220 48

$3,279 52
W. E. SaAxrorp, Gen. Treasurer.
[Report was adopted. |

REPORT OF THE SUPERANNUATION FUND
BOARD.

The Superannuation Fund Board beg leave to submit the
following Repcrt to the General Conference :
The invested capital of the fund is at the present time

$54,790.91.

The annual income for the year closing June, 1878, was
$32,448, being an advance on that of the year immediately
preceding, of $1,160.

During the four years elapsing since the meeting of
the last General Conference, the annual income has been as
follows :—

For the year ending June, 1875, $29 708, The London
Conference contributed of this sum, $7,146 ; Toronto Con-
ference, $6,738 ; Montreal Conference, $3,526 ; being an
increase over the preceding year of $2,957 : this year the
Missionary Society contributed for the payment of those
chargeable upon that department of the work, $6,708 ; and
the Book-room, $1,000.

For the year eading June, 1876, the income was $30,143,
showing an advance beyond that of 1875 of $1,505, although
$1,708 less was received from the Missionary Society.
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London Conference contributed $7,493 ; Toro
$7,970 ; Montreal Conference, $5.4

$5,000 ; Book-Room, $1,000.

For the year ending June, 1877, the income was $30,920,
presenting an advance of $961, London Conference con.
tributing $7,862; Toronto Conference, $8,206 ; Montreal
Conference, $5,819 ; Mission:u-_v Society, $4,750 ; Book-
Room, $1,000.

For the year ending June, 1878, the
showing an advance of $1,160 on the previous year: the
London Conference contributing $8,839; Toronto Con-
ference, $8 478 - Montreal Conference, $5,730 .
Society, $4,750 - Book-Room, $1,000,

Of this increase, upwards of $900 is credited to the
London Conference ; $200 to the Toronto Conference ; while
a decrease of less than $100 is reported from the Montreal
Conference ; the latter, no doubt, arising from the severe
finaneil pressure felt in unusual severity in a large section,
if not n the whole of the connexional territory,

The year’s income from all sources during the past year

was paid out to 96 Superannuated ministers and 5] widows,
a total of 147 claimants, as follows, viz, :

nto Conference,
53 ; Missionary Society,

income was $32, 448,

Missionary

MINISTERS.  WIDOWS,  7T0TAL.
Londcn Conference ., .. 47 ..., 19 .... . 66
Toronto Conference . ... .. -+ NS 22 ...... 61
Montreal Conference . . . .. 10 ...... 10 ...... 2
147

l)uring the four years, two cases of commutation occurred,

the one invelving an outlay of $800 and the other of $900 :
but neither affecting the income of existing claimants beyond
the annual sums thege brethren would have received had
their relation as Supérannuated men been continued,

It has been cause of deepest regret that, during each of
the past four years, the superannuated ministers and widows
were not paid the full amount of their legitimate claims ;
but that annually a redaction had to be made,—a reduction
be in many cases painfully embarrass-
Ing to the claimants, and neither satisfactory nor creditable
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From a variety of causes, undoubtedly, this unfortunate
conditior: of things has arisen. The Board, however, is of
opinion that the causes are but temporary in their character
and are passing away ; and that although it may be still a
few years before income and requirement are made to
balance, yet ‘the hope is strongly entertained that ere the
next meeting of the General Conference such an additional
augmentation will have been made to the fund as will en-
able the treasurers to meet the full claims.

Our people are far from being indifferent to this fund.
Now that the long-continued financial pressure is happily
being removed, and both city and country growing financi-
ally stronger dnd more hopeful, a systematic and vigorous
effort in each Conference, District, and Circuit w1l| un-
questionably be plouxctivc of a large increase to the fund,
designed to sustain a body of men than whom none are
more worthy of the Church’s gratitude, affection, and libeval
support.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Signed by order and in hehalf of the Superannuation
Fund Board, Montreal, September 7th, 1878,

ANsON GREEN, Chaivrman.
G. R. SANDERSON, Secretary.

[ Report was received, and referred to the Cominittee on
the Superannuation Fund.]

REPORT OF THE SENERAL TREASURERS OF
THE WESTERN SECTION OF THE CON-
TINGENT FUND.

At the last (General Conference the debt on the Fund was $3,418 42.

Paid on debt in 1875........ S . $1,001 12
" " P R R P T e 1,000 32
" " i e R e e 596 94
" " by ARSI G L N DR TR L 820 04

—— $3,418 42
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RECEIPTS, 1875,

PAYMENTS, 1875.
Toronto Conference .. 32,243 29

Torouto Conference .. $2,539 96
London " ++ 2,303 16 | London " .. 2,667 85
Montreal .. 1,686 36 Montreal .. 1,822 19
Commutation Fund . . 2,156 67 | Paid on Debt.. ... . .. 1,001 12
[nterest on Deposit . 17 62 I Book Room Account &
Expenses. ..., .. 208 51
, Interest, ... .. .. . 267 47
$8,407 10 | $8,407 10
1876. 1876.
Toronto Conference .. $2,210 93 Toronto Conference .. $2,753 65
London " ++ 2,489 57 | London " .. 2,783 87
Montreal 1,653 92 | Montreal " .. 1,675 48
Commutation Fund . . 2,504 76 | Interest and Expenses 224 95
Paid on Debt. .. ... 1,000 32
Balance ..., .. . ' 121 61
$8,859 18 $8,859 18
1877. _ 1877.
Balance, $121.61; Int., i Toronto Conference . . $2,792 28
$7.30 ... . ... $1 8 91 | London " oo $101- 78
Toronto Conference 2,142 77 | Montrea! " .« 1,847 97
London " 2,400 73 | Interest & Expense. . . 115 92
Montreal -« 1,590 88 | Paid on Debt, ....... 596 94
Commutation Fuud <o 2,191 07
$8,454 36 | $8,454 36
COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS,
ANNUAL RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS,
PAID, REC'D,
Toronto Conference, 1875 .. cennea. $2,243 29 s $2,539 96
" s RGO 2,210 92 o 2,753 65
" . o DTS eNEN 2,142 77 " 2,792 28
' BWciiin. .. 2,138 46 - 2,508 00
Balance above Receipts....... .. 1,858 44 i
$10,593 89 $10,593 89
London Conference, 1875..,, ... 2,303 16 Ry 2,539 96
" L e 2,489 57 e 2,783 87
i DR hs s 2,400 73 ¥ 3,101 75
" o ERST 2,494 86 e 2,820
Balance above Receipts . ...,,.... .. 1,685 91 o

\\

$11,274 23 $11,274 23
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$1,686 36 - $1,822 19
" 1,653 92 3 1,975 48
" 1,590 88 . 1,847 97
" 1,485 27 i 1,671 24
Balance above Receipts............ 900 45 .o

$7,316 88 $7,316 88

The three Conferences, 1875....... $6,232 81 . $6.930 00
" > 6,354 42 4 7,613 00
" 6 134 38 . 7,742 00
" 6,118 59 oy 7,000 00

Balance above Receipts 4,344 SO - .

$29,185 00 $29,185 00

QUADRENNIAL STATEMENT.
RECETPTS. PAYMENTS.
From Conferences. . ..$24,840 20 | To Conferences ......$29,185 00
FromCommutation F’'d 9,366 03 [ On Debt .. .......... 3,418
Fiom Interest & Bal. 146 53 | On Interest 677
Miscellaneous ....... 330
Balance on hand .... 365

$34,352 76 $34,352 76

The above is the total amount that passed through the hands of
the Treasurers during the Quadrennial.
1878. 1878.
Toronto Conference . $2,138 46 | Toronto Conference .. $2,508 00
London " .. 2,494 56 | London " .. 2,820 76
Montreal " .. 1,485 27 | Montreal " .. 1,671 24
Commutation Fund .. 2,513 53 | Interest and Expenses 69 96
{ Paid on Debt 820
| Tnterest on N, C. Debt 3877
I Balance on hand .... 305

$8,632 12| $8,632 1:
JAMEsS GRrAY, Gen. Treasurer.

[Report was adopted. |
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1,847 97
1,671 24

27,316 88

$6.930 00
7,613 00
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7,000 00
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Treasurer,
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REPORT OF THE COMMUTATION INVESTMENT i

FUND.

STATEMENT OF INVESTMENTS,
Amount received from English grant , . | $33,921 61
Amount gained by Investments . 1,610 o1

———— $35,531 62
Municipal Debentures, ... = $24,000 0o
Secured by Mortgage

................ 4,600 oo
esleyan Missionary Society ..., . .. 3,200 00
Bank of Commerce Stock .. ... .. 3.731 62

s S5.5351 B3

Amount ot Interest paid Treasurer of the Contingent
Funa during the last four years :—

Paid to Treasurer in 1875
“"

............ $2,156 67

“ 1876........... . . 2,504 76

‘f “ 1877. ..o 2,191 07
- i 1878. ... ... 2,513 53

—— $9,366 o3
v. Anson Green, D.D., and

Signed on behalf of the Re
John Macdonald, Treasurers.

JAMES GRray, Secretary.

[Report was adopted. |

REPORT OF THE WESTERN SECTION OF THE

BO0OK COMMITTEE,
The Western Section of the
senting to the General Conference
feel that they are bringing before
of a department of ouy Church work whick occupies no
secondary place among the agencies fop the
religious education of the people,
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be neglected by any bhranch of the Church without serious
loss to its influence.

'8 ANALYSIS of the FINANCIAL STATEMENT or BALANCE SHEET of the
Methodist Book Room, Toronto, for the year ending 31st MARCH,
1878, as compared with the year ending 31st MArcH, 1874, both
as modified by the revort of the Valuators—

1878. 1874. INCREASE. | DEc,

UNAVAILABLE ASJETS :

Consisting of Real Estate and Build-
IO s cocpinansobadssnsssnanisinee $26070 71 $22089 18| $2081 b3
286256 26 17923 63| 10601 63|

$63505 97 $40012 81| $13583 16|

AVAILABLE ASSRTS :

Books ard Stationery................ 31933 93| 22452 84| 9481 09, .

iy Cash on hand ....... B s ciaasd i aivales 365 17 871 06 ...... | @589

1 RS BOBBIVRIES o cisvservivosronanas 3219 9 3377 98| ...... | 168 01
A Outstanding Debts . ................. 46641 67| 27115 33| 18426 24
Paper for Printing, &c............. 2441 73| 2088 55| 363 18
i Moutreal Book Room........... .... 12110 12| ...... | 12110 12

i —_——— e — | — | =—————

i oy 0 APPSO Y §95612 44| $56406 71| $10370 63“ $163 90
Total Assets,.........oe0 vuun 1$149208 41| $95418 52| $53789 89

LiaBiLiTIES of the METHODIST Book Room for the year ending
31st MArcH, 1878, as compared with the year ending 3lst
MarcH, 1874—

PRERMANENT LOANS: ‘
Consisting of as follows: From Super- ‘

annuated M, Fund.............o00| $7743 00] $5500 00

From Victoria College ................ 8009 32| 8909 56

.............. $11652 32 $2243 00| §0 24

$2243 00

$9409 56

AccouNTs subject to early payment, as

follows :

Due Periodical Subseribers .......... 19094 87| 14735 44| 4358 93|
6 DI DRI v s 1500000 v ohnn v onins 21093 16| 9773 44, 11319 72|
“  Sundry Creditors........ SRR 18302 81| 6223 86| 12078 95|

E— i — p— :
T OV e $68400 34| $30732 74| $27757 60|
Total Liabilities. ............... "#70142 66) $10142 80| $30000 36

Deducting the Liabilities, $58,490.38, from Available
Assets, $95,612.44, the Book Room has an active capital
of $37,122.10, on which it pays interest.

On the other hand, taking Total Liabilities from the

1878,

Total As;
Liabilities
31st Mare
1874—}
1878—1]

CoMPARATTV
renunial p

————

—

GROSS PROFITS :
1 Goods ., .,
2 Printing Off
8 Christian G
4 8. 8. Advocs
6 8. 8. Banne;
6 Methndi;,t, M
7 Bindery . , .
g lljeut, ......

aily Recor

10 Bad {I)cbls “‘

11 Donation on

Total .. ..

Increase,

EXPENBES :

1 Salaries. . ..

2 Trade Charge

3 Interest ., .. .
Pai({ from *70

4 Insurance ?4,

6 Daily Recorde

6 Bad Debts ., .

Increase .,

NEr Prowirs. . .. .

From which valu
deduct ., ., .. ..

Total ., ..

APPROPRIATIONB BY

President’s Assist
Delegation ,, .. ..
Superannuated M
President’s Salary
8. 8. Agent., ...~
i R
Added to Ca

10
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Total Assets, there will be a bLalance of Assets over
Liabilities of $79,065.75, an increase as compared with
31st March, 1874, of $23,789.53,
]874—l’en'centage o: Liabilities to Assets, 427,
1878—Percentuge of Liabilities to Assets, 479/,

COMPARATIVE STaTEMENT of PROFITS aND EXPENSES foy the quad-
renuial periods ending 1874 and 187§

E1 of the
t MARCH,
874, both

SE. | DEo,

—

— |
|
53 GROsS PRoyITs : ‘ r‘ f ‘
OBl inis 3 on 0T UTLTTTTIOOUSOR $47486 12| 847086 03 $400 11
— | —— 2 Printing Office ... "/ "1ttt 11609 93 6887 37/ 4622 56/ . -
16/ 8 Christian Guardian. ... . .- 18396 75 19,86 20| . <. (81189 45
SR8 Advemts ..., . 00 rreeee 419+ 95| 851 92| 1347 03 ,,

9 a0 en8 Bamner. .., 00000000 8597 95| 1276 83 2321 12

: 85 89 8 Methodist Magazine .. 9383 .. .. | 93 83

; 158 01 8 o LIPS e 4941 941 3349°99 159, g5l

% ... - YT AN one | 2393 29| 1723 91| 669 38!

18 O Daily Recorder, ... """ '11ittt | 1178 118 26| 116

12 10 Bad Ucbl3~C()llected .............. 34 98 20 Ou 14 08
s | exm— 11 Donation on WY ooovoncconsons) oonny 800 vo| ...... | 80 00
63!; $163 90 v | ——| s e ;’\—i\
—9‘- Tolal......iiinnnennirnnnrnns | 892771 13 ¥83698 49/ 811062 09 31989 45
89 [ ——— [ ot | oo

Increase................... Perfterensenintiiniaian..] $9072 64;
| |
ar ending EXPENSES ‘ |

salari | Shaan b f
A 1 Salaries. , , P00 ttrreseeniaiin, .| 4BR8S 90 27649 74| 17733 16]
ding 3lst 2 Trade Charges I

RO CRMYN. ... cviveririnens s | 8672 601 6502 30 3179 99|
3 Interest ., , .

060 4 b daa snr | . 4160 00| 8818 o | 1657 09
S Paid from 70 to '74, §9,428'43" """ 4 | ' ,J
“ "74 to '78, 10,659 23 s " ‘ I
H o o MRS EL DOV et it | 1460 00| s13 N0 647 00| L
6Dailylteuorder............,.......‘ ceeian | B0 v 10 50
00 '36.24 OB convrrannnnnmns 2] 94 97, ... 04 97; b ss
A e Total.. ... | $59760 46| 330791 63/ $21645 42 $1667 59
00 : T e e . | com——
Increase............... f $19977 83|
| I e vt a2 econsinns] | BOOER 67 4390636 ...... |i0005 19
93| From which valuators by their report/ r‘
72| OO, o vivoiorivirasnpennid ) 6212 14| 1635 49 4576 65| |
95| | s e s \_’\
—|— < YOO ++.| 826789 53| g42971 37f $1676 65/15481 8¢
60 _ | ,
] s APPROPRIATIONS By CoMMITTEE ;‘ ‘ ’ f
36| President’s el T PR B ety [ 468 75 468 75
L OB &5 s 054 02 50 1 e TR | - 300 00
sy Superannuated M. TG oeivess.s it R K SO ey 000 00/ ...
\ vailable S SVRYY Balaty . ..., e en et | eeeeee | 220000 ...... 2100 09
- ca,pital s,s.Agent........--................f' ...... K. B 208 06
o B e ey IR Ciodle ¥
i ns AT TS TREOIRHL Y B ocn 00| $3166 81| .
i Added to Capital
from the

veeee | $166 81 i
.............. | $287:9 53/ §39104 56 sl i

......

e e TS MG
10
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SALES OF GOODS.

Term
ending
1874.

Term
ending
1878.

INCREASE. | DEc.

$02425 85| $77997 24| $14428 61

I Cash Sales......ooverereinnnee sases ’

i ORI BRI i o6iis sisinianeiomoan 97606 44| 77891 61 19714 83

' ) — {__ -— -
| POl BI0B.oos0: svcsnnsisnnes $100032 20|$155888 86| $34143 44

The Gross Profits in the Goods Depart-|

ment are as follows .......co00v 00een. | 47486 12| 47086 01/ 400 11

' |

i

It will be seen that though there is an increase of sales
of goods for the term ending 1878 of $34,143.44 over the
previous term, yét the increase of gross profit in this depart-
ment is only $400.11.

This is accounted for, first, in the fact that the salcs
include $18,000 sent to Montreal without profit. Second,
goods generally were sold at a smaller percentage of profit,
notably hymn books, the profits on which were seriously
affected by the general expectation of a new hymn book ;
Sabbath-school libraries, in which a large business has been
done at a minimum of profit ; and subscription Bibles, a
large stock of which was held when the depressed state of
trade began to be felt, and which, with many other classes
of goods, had to be sold at cost.

THE ‘‘ CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN AND EVANGELICAL WITNESS.”

This, the chief periodical of the Church, is now in the
forty-ninth year of its history ; and its circulation is larger
than at any previous period, having now a weekly cir-
culation of 10,157.

The total circulation for the term ending 1878 was
40,506, being an increase over the preceding term of 6,476.
The total number of single copies issued for the period is
2,134,620.

The Gross Profits for the term are....
For the teym ending 1874 they were ..........

. $1,189 45

$18,396 756
19,586 20

R ..
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This decrease 18 accounied fo thus ;—
Since the new postal law came
1875, postage has heen paid on the
with the resolution of
aggregate to S],SSQ.SH, and a commission of 25
on new snbm'rilmra', and 5 pe
agents.  This, of course.,

your Committev,

o)
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into force in October,
(;’waovr’ia,n, in accordance
amounting in the

per cent.
I cent. on renewals allowed to

has lessened the profits of the
paper.,

“THE SUNDA Y-SCHOO0], BANNER”

has largf»ly increased itg ciren
valuable he]p to Sal»lmth-schnn]
enlarged one-fourth in size
Its present monthly ciren)
for the term, 16,494y,
ending 1874,
The numbep

lation, and

workers,
and greatly improved in character.,
ation is 4,767, and its circulation
increase of 6,3

of single copies i

1ssued for the term s
207,(5()4.
The Gross Profits for the term e TR $3,597 95
For the term ending in 1874 they were, ., . 1.276 83
Anlmwenb by, ... 0 $2,321 12

“ THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL ADVOCATE.”
retains its hold on the favour of the people. It
which is semi-mop thly, is now 13,336, The total civculation
for the quadrennia] term is 49,682, which is an Increase over
the previous four years. of 4,300, The total number of
single copies for the term is 1,187,599,

These periodicals are

S ci rculation,

all now gent post-free,

The Gross Profits for the term are

............ $4,198 95
For the term ending 1874 they were ]

.......... 2,851 92
Auleaide i 0w $1,347 03
The increase in the ecir

culation of the
periodicals is very gr:uit}'ing, and is
rapid develppment of this de
'he gross profits of thege

Sunday-school
an evidence of the

partment of our Church work,
periodicals have ady,

anced from
$4,128.75, in the four years ending March 31st, 1874, to
$7,796.90 in the succeeding four Yéars—an incresge of
$3,668.15.

This is exclusive of the issue of Berean Leaves,
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sold as ¢ goods.” The circulation of these has advanced in
four years from 22,000 per month to 58,000 per month.
The total issue of these Leaves during the last four years
has been 2,008,000 copies.

The aggregate of all the Sunday.-school periodicals issu.ed
by the Western Book Room during the la‘st q}lad}-exlnla]
period is 3,403,196 ; but the moral benefit of this vast
diffusion of direct religious teaching no figures can repre-
sent.

“ JHE METHODIST MAGAZINE,’

the publication of which was commenced by the order of
the General Conference, was first issued in January, 1875.
It has now attained a circulation of 2,388, being an increase
of 985 as comphred with the previous year. '}‘lne whole
number of single copies which have been issued is 68,241 ;
340 bound volumes have also been sold as “ goods.” The
difficulties incident to the beginning of a new enterprise of
this character, which were increased by the monetary
stringency of the times, have been succosst'u]l‘y overcome,
and it gives promise of a vigorous career. To its credit
must be placed the cost—which has'b(?en_consulerab.le of
the amalgamation with Farnest UI'w*zstmmtg/,. a px;ev1f»usly-
existing periodical. As the Magamfle begn.n. in 1‘815, it has
not yet completed its fourth year. I'he profits of the recent
large increase are not therefore included in this report.

It will be borne in mind that in these statements re-
specting the periodicals, gross profits m.)ly are re!n'esented.’
No charge has been made against them for bfdlt()l':ﬂ or clerks
salaries, or for any proportion of the salaries of the Book
Steward or book-keepers, or of insurance, &c., which are
necessarily spread over the whole business. ;

The following memorandum \Yill, ‘however,. give an
approximate idea of the net profits of the periodicals for

the period.

Christian Guardian—Gross Profits............. ... §18,396 75
Less Editor and Assistant......... $11,45C 00
TR o 7 DR A e P R 1,280 00

w quarter Book Steward’s Salary 2,000 00
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S. S. Advocate—Gross Profits ........ $4.198 95
S. S. Banner— " AU - 3,697 95
Meth. Magazine— 77U 93 85
— $7,890 75
Less Editor’s Salary...... ... . $7,100 00

" Clerk’s "

..................... $909 25

Net Loss

Profit for the fouy periodicals without chax
them interest, insurance, &e., $2,757.50 for the
term.

'ging against
quadrennial

“THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST.”

The General Conference having recommended that * the
Western Section of the Book Committee be
confer with Bro, Eby, with a view of transfe
and right of the Evangelist to the Book Concern, and that
in future the paper might be published as the Western
Section of the Book Jommittee may decide ;” the Book-
Steward, in compliance with the same, purchased the plant
and transferred it to the Toronto Book Concern, and pub-
lished the paper until the editorial department of it was
discontinued. Thig transaction involved g loss of $813.10.

directed to
rring the plant

THE PRINTING DEPARTMENT

has been largely increased in

its  working power, by an

addition of machinery and type, to the amount of over
$10,000.
[t has yielded a 8ross profit for the term of . ... §) 1,509 93
Against the amouut for the previous term of, , . 6,887 37
Which gives an increase ' NI NGO $4,622 56

THE BINDERY

Has yielded a gross profit for the term of . . . . . $4,941 94
Against the amount for the previous term of, . . 3,349 99
Increase of . ..., ... §8 Sn e e ns s $1,591 95
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The total number of books and pamphlets sold during the
four years ending 31st March, 1878, is 904,301, divided as
follows :—

Our own manufacture ....................... 608,410
Imported direct............................. 233,735
Bought in Canada............ .......... 62,156

The total quantity of paper used during the four years
ending 31st March, 1878, is 7,839 reams, used as follows :—

Books, Pamphlets, & .................. 2,821 Reams.
Guardian........... ...coviiiivnnnnnnn.. 3,241 »
S. S. Advocate ........... e 799
T 525
S.S.Banner ... i, 453 »

There have been published during the quadrennial term
* .o 1 = l . .
over fifty different works, the whole number of volumes of
)
which is 770,336.
LIABILITIES.

The business of the quadrennial period has resulted in
an addition to the capital of $22,789.53, and an increase to
the indebtedness of $30,000; but of this indebtedness,
$19,094.37 is due to the subscribers to periodicals, which
will be discharged without any other payment of money
than that which is involved in the continued issue and
delivery of these periodicals, There is also an increase in
the outstanding indebtedness to the establishment—of sun-
dries, $18,000, the Montreal Branch, $12,110.12, and an
increase to the stock of books and stationery of $10,000 =
$40,110.12.

PROFITS,

[t will be observed that the gross profits on the whole

business, for the term ending 1878, sliew an increase of

$9,072.64 over those of the previous term, while the net
profits are less by the sum of $15,481.84.

Awong the leading items which go to account for this are
the following :—

Increase of the editorial staff by appointments of the
General Conference ; advance in salaries of employees ; a

1878.]
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larger amount deducted from the assots by the quadrennial
valuators of 1878 t(han in 1874 ; loss of postage on the
Guardian ; interest on the stock of the Montreal branch ;
and an increase in the travelling expenses of the Book
Committee, owing to its enlargement,

Total net profits for the term ending 1878, $26,789.53.

In considering the total net, profits of the husi
quadrennial term, ag compared with those of the previous
one ending in 1874, there need be no surprise that they are

less by $l-").481.34, or an average annual diminution for the
term of $3,870.46,

The net profits of the quadrennial period ending 1874
were very large; and especially the |
amounted to $15,504.21, and the preceding year to $10,-
139.06. These two years’ net profits were $25,643.27.
Nothing like these amounts had ever been reached before,
To compare the last quadrennial period
prosperity must be to its apparent disad

with these years of
vantage,

Commercial men know well how severe has been the
pressure upon trade, Retrenchment begins with luxuries,
and books and periodicals are generally regarded ag such,
and their sales, consequently, are among the first to fall off
It has only been by selling at a very small advance that the
sales have been kept up. "However necessary the establish-
ment of the Montreal branch may have been considere I, it
cannot be forgotten that it has taken from thig House a

large portion of the territory from which its profits had
been drawn,

ness for the

ast  year, which

On the whole, your Committee con
have been very gratifying, A ve
Christian literature has been circulated, which must, with
the Divine blessing, be productive of great good. The Book
Room hag duriug the term contributed $3,000 to the Super-
annuated Ministers’ Fund, while the net capital has been

increased by the operations of the term from $55,276.22 in
1874 to $79,065.75 in 1878.

The buildings, machinery, and plant are now in g good
state of repair. New machinery has been added, and the
concern, having passed safely through the difficulties of the

sider that the results
ry large quantity of sound
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changes which have been made, and of the great stringency
of the period, will be in a good position to do a large and
profitable business when trade shall be relieved by the return
of better times.

T

e

REPORT OF THE EASTERN SECTION OF THE
BOOK COMMITTEE.

[t is with great satisfaction the Committee have to report
that during a period of almost unprecedented depression in
business circles, ithere has been continued increase during
the four years. From $27,000, the amount of sales during
the period 1870 to 1874, the business has gone up to
$67,000, an increase for the quadrennial period, 1874 to
i 1878, of nearly 250 per cent.

The profits of the Concern, during the past four years,
i have amounted to nearly $9,000; and but for the severe
. stringency of the money market even this result would have
X been very largely exceeded. The one serious difficulty of
)
i

the Concern, and that which has been felt through every
transaction, has been the want of capital. Four years ago
we were scarcely solvent; but, as a first claim npon the

profits, a debt of $5,000, advanced by ministers in previous

| years, to keep the Book-room in existence, was assumed, and

had to be dealt with in the administration of its financial
interests.

At the present time, however, as the result of four years’
successful operation, after providing for ail liabilities, in-
cluding a balance still due upon the $5,000, we have the
satisfaction of reporting a surplus sufficient, nearly, to cover
all the present stock —the retail value of which is upwards
of $10,000.

Four years ago we had no printing establishment. The
Wesleyan, at great inconvenience, and sometimes at con-
siderable loss, was printed by contract. Now we have an
office fitted up with machinery, type, and all necessary
appliances for the printing of the paper, and also book and
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pamphlet publications, The execution of the book work
has been of a character to command a recognition, which
has been freely accorded, and to establish a deserved reputa-
tion. The plant of the printing establishment is valued at
about $3,000, the value of the work done during the past

year was nearly $6,000, and the profits of this department
are nearly $1,000 a year,

Four years ago the Eastern Establishment was carried on
by the labours of only two wen ; but such has been the
growth of the Concern, from thirteen to sixteen are now con.
stantly employed on the premises,

The Committee think it but just and right that these
facts should be placed prominently and distinetly before the
General Conference ; and, in accordance therewith, would
recommend that, in the allotment of (General Conference
printing and patronage, the Eastern establishment should
have a share,

The Wesleyan, which has been conduc
efficiency, like ¢. ery other Eastern enter
Jected to the ordeal of financial stringer
tains a steady circulation of about 3,000

ted with sustained
prise has been ush-
1ey, but still it re-
subscribers,

It will yet require sometime to hyj
the vantage ground of turning its profi
than its own annual demands.
which, with capital, might he altogether saved, when added
to the substantial advantages of a ready-money operation,
must be se’, down at not less than $1,000 a year. The
actual capital of the Eastern department of the Book-room
iS not more than one-‘ourth of the amount really involved

in its outlay ; and the difficulty of conducting the busi-
ness to advantage is fres juently most press

ng up the Concern to
ts to any other source
The heavy interest account

ing and perplexing.

The Committee have only to say in conclusion that in
the work of circulating wholesome and approved literature,
the main object to be constantly kept in view, an indispens-
able service has been rendered to the Chure, [t is also
carnestly hoped that between the two branches of the
Greneral Conference Book Concern, there may be, in print-
ing, publication, and sales, such an adjustment of advantages

10*
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as shall materially promote the prosperity of the Eastern
section.

The following motions were unanimously adopted :- -

Ist. That in view of the very gratifying success which
has resulted from extension of the Bock-room department
of the C‘oncern, and believing that if additional interest
were thrown into the Wesleyan, the same kind of results
might be anticipated, we recommend to the Committee and
General Conference the appointment of an Editor, as well
as Book Steward, to the Eastern section of the Book-room
Concern.

2nd. We recommend that the E stern section of the
Book Committee be authorized to adopt such measures and
methods of busirdess extension, especially with reference to
the establishment of one or more branches, as in ite judg-
ment may be deemed most expedient.

JOHN LATHERN, Secretiry.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE ON
CHURCH PROPERTY.

The Standing Committee on Church Property, appointed
by the last General Conference, beg leave to report as
follows :—

1. Your Committee having received power from the last
General Conference to act after the close of the said
Conference, proceeded to prepare and submit to the several
Legislatures of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and British
Columbia, Acts of Parliament, for the purpose of vesting in
the Methodist Church of Canada the property formerly
owned or held in trust for the several Churches and bodies
that formed the united Church; such Acts of Parliament
were passed and have become law.

2. Your Committee also prepared and forwarded to
Manitoba and Bermuda the materials for similar legislation
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in the Province of Manitoba and the
but they regret that they cannot
such legislation in thoge localities

Bermuda [slands,
yet report the adoption of

3. It is recommended that the following Co-amittee be
appointed to procure for our Church the requisite Act of
Parlizment in the Province of Manitoba, viz, . The Hon.,
W. N. Hennedy, the Rev. John F. German, M.A., Mr,

The _as Nixon, and My, §, C. Biggs, all of the City of
Winnipeg,

4. It is furthey recommended that
mittee he appointed for the purpose of securing the necessary
legislation in the Bermuda [slands, viz, :—The Hon. 8. I
Shannon, of Halifax ; the Rev. James Taylor, President of
the Nova Scotia (’,fonference; and the Rev. S, F. Huestis,
Secretary of that Conference; and that this Committee have
power to employ such assistance in the Bermudas as may be
necessary,

the tbllowing Com-

All which ig respectfully submitted,

ANsoN GREEN, Chairman,
S. J. JoNgs, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE ONTARIO LADIES’ COLLEGF

N
do

The Board of Viactors have great satisfaction in reporting
dm'ing the last session of
rio they obtained an amended Charter
wishes of the General
said Conference to appoint seven

powers of the said

The addition to our buildings i now complete. The
fo]

about one hundred and fift
108t College properties in the
xtent of buildings and
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unsurpassed advantages for the health and education of the
young ladies.

With thanks for the co-operation of Conference, we have
now entered for this term above one hundred pupils at the
commencement, with the prospect of an increase in numbers,

With prudent management of the Governor and officers
in charge, the institution cannot help but prove a financial
success,

Your directors hereby request the Conference to appoint
the following seven ministers as directors of the College, as
required by law, namely :—The Revs. J. Shaw, C. Shaw,
George Leach, D. C. McDowell, E. H. Dewart, W. H. Laird,
and Jonathan E. Betts.

All of which i3 respectfully submitted.

JAMES HoLDEN, President.
Jounx Rick, Secretary.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VICTORIA
UNIVERSITY.

.

e R s

The Board of Victoria College beg leave to present a
Report of the educational work and general state of the
institution during the past four years.

The following table will show the attendance and degrees
conferred for each year since 1874 :—

GRADUATES.

7 ATTENDANCE.
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The entire number of degrees conferred during the past
four years ig therefcre 205, of which none are honorary
degrees except six in Divinity, and one in Law. No honor-
ary degrees in Arts are conferred by Victoria University,

The number of graduates in the Univer

sity since its
establishment ig ag follows :—

Arts and Science
Divinity
Law

Since the General Conference of 1874,
for scientific purposes has been erected at a cost of some
$20,000, this sum having been specially contributed for
that object by the citizens of Cobourg and other friends of
the University, The departments of natural and experi-
mental science, together with that of mathematics and
ast.'onomy, are thus more suitably provided for, and greatly
improved facilities afforded for instruction in these impor-
tant subjects, Authority having been given to Dr, Haanel,
the Professor of Chemistry and Physics, to proceed to Europe
for additional apparatus to the amount of $2,500, that sum
has been economically and Judiciously expended in purchases

from the best manufacturers in Paris, London, and different
parts of Germany,

The building formerly used by the Medical Department,
in Toronto, has been zulvantngeously disposed of to the
Toronto School of Medicine, and that efficient and popular
school is now affiliated to Vietoria University. A Board of
Examiners hag also been appointed, on the recommendation
of which students of other Schools may algo be admitted

: . B i “ <, i
to degrees in Medicine, Che French School of Medicine
and Surgery, in Montreal, for many years affiliated to the
University, still retains the same relation, and is conducted
with incrensiug Success, although it has suffered a severe
loss recently in the dea‘h of Dr. Hector Peltier, one of the

Professors of the

4 new lmilding

oldest and most (listinguished of the
School,
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Of the operations of the Theological Faculty of the
University, the fullowing detailed account, prepared by the
Rev. Dr. Burwash, Professor ot Biblical and Systematic
Theology, is bherewith presented :—

FACULTY OF THEOLOGY,

“This department of the work of the University was
commenced in the year 1871, when a course of study in
theology was prescribed, and the duty of instruction in the
various subjects assigned to the professors in the Faculty of
Aris. In the year 1873 the department was reconstructed
and a Faculty of Theology was organized,

“ During the seven years which have since elapsed, one
hundred and sixty-two students have pursued a course of
study with a view to the Christian ministry. As the
average time of attendance has been a little under two
years, the average annual attendance has been forty-one,
but for the last four years forty-eight, and last year forty-
nine. Of this entire number of students, one hundred and
twelve have been received into the ministry of the Metho-
dist Church of Canada, either before or since their attend-
ance at College, being an average class of sixteen each year,
We may safely say that no other institution in the Dominion
has done as much toward replenishing the ranks of the
ministry of the Church to which it belongs, though the
comparison would not be so much in our favour as to length
of time spent in preparation. Nine of our students have
entered the ministry in other branches of the Christian
Church, and a large number are active local preachers in
our own Church, though a few have fallen away.

““The students accepted or offering themselves for the
ministry in our Church have been examined each year by a
Board appointed by the Annual Conferences concerned, and,
Judging from the certificates awarded, the results have been
satisfactory. If this Board held office for a term of four
years, the arrangement of their work would be considerably
facilitated.

“It is greatly to be desired that the time of attendance
should be extended to three years, and that more adequate
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preparation should be had.
Any legislation of the (
would benefit both

¢Specially for exegetical studies,
reneral Conference tending to this
students an College.

“ Another pressing want of the department

adequate provision for instruction, Classes are at present
maintained in Apologetics, Systematic Theology, kxegesis
of the Old and New 'l'e.\'t:nnunt, Biblical and Ecclesiastical
History, Biblical lntrodncti(m, History of Doctrine, Church
Polity, Homiietics, and Pastoral Theology. But this ex-
tended curriculum is maintained by assigning about one-
half of the work to the Professors in the Faculty of Arts,
and by the System of alternate classes. The work done by
the Professors in A rts is largely extra work, taxing severely
their time and strength, and necessitating the employment
of an assistant teacher in classics, The system of alternate
classes, by which each Professor extends his course of
lectures over t, v years, and lectures to the classes of - both
years together, is algo undesirable, ag preventing a proper
classification of students, and further, as requiring each
Professor to cover a field tono extensive to perroi. that per-

fect investigation of his subject necessary to the highest
success,

1S a more

“These difficulties would be obviated jf a Faculty of
Theology could be appointed entirely separate in personnel
from the Faculty of Arts, and consisting of least three
Professors. T, these could pe assigned respectively the
departments of Theology, Exegesis, and History, with the
minor subjects naturally attached, The financial provision
for this extension must be considered by the proper author-
ities ; but from the standpoint of your teachers, it is egsen-
tial to that excellence which Methodism expects from all
her ivstitutions,

| conclusion, we may add that in the effort to attain in-

tellectual culture, personal and practical religion haye not
been neglected. Oup bheologic;al students all meet in ¢l
The weekly prayer-meeting and monthly fe
are maintained and well attended, and are often means of
manifest grace. The students exercise their gifts in preach-
Ing in the goal, in the suburbg of the town, and on the ad-

ass,
llowshi P-mecting
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Joining circuits, as well as in the pulpit of the town itself
and many of them spend the Sabbath afternoon in giving
instruction to the children of the poor in their cottages, and
in visiting the sick. By these various means we believe
that the spirit and power of their Divine calling is main-
tained, and that they leave College better fitted in all ve-
spects for their life-work. In seeking to promote this end,
the Faculty have been greatly assisted by the noble spirit and
example of many of the young men themselves. They have
entered College resolved that there, as on the circuits, they
would work for Christ, and they have been made a blessing
to their fellow-students and to all their associates,

“ We would also record our gratitude to Divine Provi-
dence, that in seven years no student in theology has died,
and that the hdalth of all has been uniformly good, except
from causes existing prior to their entering College.”

In addition to the above statements from Prof. Burwash,
it may be mentioned that the association of a theological
department with the University is of much service in helping
to keep alive a wholesome religious influence among the
students of the other aepartments, while, on the other hand,
very great advantages result to the students in theology
from their access to the lectures given in science and litera-
ture by the several Professors of the University, A strong
desire is manifested by the theological students to attend
these lectures. A special course in Arts and Theology has
also been laid down for those able to avail themselves of it.
By these different courses of study both Faculties have
endeavoured, as far as possible, to meet the varying wants
of the candidates sent by the Conferences for training, but
this work would be greatly facilitated if the authorities of
the Church could enforce a somewhat higher standard for
the adwission of preachers on trial.

In the Faculty of Law no lectures are delivered, but a
course of reading is prescribed and degrees in Law are con-
ferred on examination. The course for the Bachelor’s
degree has been recently modified by the introduction of
some elective or optional subjects, thus adapting the course
both to professional and non-professional students, A cur-
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riculum has also been laid down for
Laws, and several candidates have
namwes for examination, The thanks of the friends of the
University are due to several legal gentlemen who, for some
years past, have kindly acted as examiners without remup.-
eration, amongst whom special mention may he made of
Messrs, W, Kerr, M.A., Q.C., M.P.; B. M. Britton,
M.A., QC.; J. J. Maclaren, M.A., LLB. : and His Honor
Judge Dumble, M. A, L. B.

the degree of Doctor of
already entered thejr

The tinancial circumstances of the Unive
placed before the Conference in the
From those Reports it wil] be se
actually secured amounts to

rsity will he fully
Reports of the Treasurers,
en that the endowment now

about one hundred and twenty
thousand dollars, including the endowment of the Theological

department. To the income from this source 1s to be added
the fees received from students, the graduation fees, the aid
afforded by the Educational Sucioty, and some other smaller
Sums, making a total for the last acaderaic year of $14,349,
36.  Some eighteen hundred dollars of thig being required
to meet the interest on the debt, there remains abont $12,-
500 to carry on the operations of the Universit.v, inclmling
the two departments of A yts and Theology, In’ both these
departments it would, no doubt, he desirable to appoint ad-
ditional Professors, and also to increase the salaries of the
professors now employed, but for these improvements it
will probably be necessary to wait until some reduction h-g
been made of the debt which has accumulated,

The m-hul:u'ship system which was adopted in 185] has,
for over twenty-five years, deprived the ["nivvrsity of any
considerable receipts from tuition fees, but that system
having now come to an end, something more may be ex-
pected from the fees, although the offer of free or very low
tuition in other Universities will doubtless prevent any very
large addition from this source. The life and growth of the
University must chiefly depend, in the future as in the past,
upon the liberality of the Methodist Church, and no pains
have been spared, during the past four years, to present the
claims of the institution to the Methodist people of Ontario
and Quebec. The indefatigable Agent, the Rev. Joshua H.
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Johnson, M.A., has, during the five years of his agency,
secured subscriptions to the amount of 858,000 for the en-
dowment, of which $36,702 has been collected in cash arnd
$4,500 in notes. He has also obtained a subscription of
$21,0006 for Faraday Hall, the greater part of which has
been paid as it fell due. The work of increasing the endow-
ment is still being prosecuted, and, with a change in the
times, may, it is hoped, be brought up to the $200,000 pro-
posed at the commencement of the effort.

The college authorities have felt the importance of keeping
the University fice of debt, and with this view, have prac-
tised careful economy in the yearly expenditures, even to the
neglect of some greatly needed repairs on the college build-
ings, but there is a certain minimum outlay without which
it is impossible to carry on a higher seminary of learning,
nor is it reasonable to expect the attendance of students
unless the institution be made to keep pace with the pro-
gress of the country and the advantages afforded by rival
Universities. In all the improvements of the past four
vears, the Board have done nothing but what they deemed
indispensable to the efficiency and good standing of the in-
stitution entrusted to their care. The large increase in the
matriculating classes, with other proofs of public confidence,
appear to justify the policy of the Board, and afford good
hopes for the future. It is highly gratifying to the Board,
as it musl be to the General Conference, to know that the
financial resources of the Vniversity, however inadequate,
are nevertheless much greater than at any former period,
while the attendance of students, especially in Arts and
Theology, has also increased.

By order and on behalf of the Board.

S. S. NELLES, President.
Victoria University,
Cobourg, Sept., 1878.

1878.]

REPO

The V
year 187
candidate
ce.ztl:ng y¢
glving g
Methodis
have been
that this |
for Meth.
our Domi
creased gz p
equipment
a promine
centre of
with the g
the insidio
s becomin
in Opposing
before it g
right here
teaching M

influences,

.;\{s regay
missionary
in this «lép;
sufficient to
what a mig]
sion:u'y wor
were establ;
existence in
with more t|
instruction i
terian breth
dist Church
influence, is




| 1878,

is agency,
or the en-
1 cash and
eription of
which has
he endow-
1ige in the
0,000 pro-

of keeping
have prac-
ven to the
lege build-
out which
" learning,
{' students
h the pro-
d by rival
past four
ey (]et‘lliﬂtl
of the in-
ase in the
onfidence,
fford good
he Board,
 that the
1adequate,
er ]»m'iod.
Arts and

esident.

1Q7Q “m m N NT ¢
1878.] METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE, 211

REPORT oF THE WESLEYAN THEOLOGICA L
COLLEGE, MONTREAL.

The Wesleyan Theological College was founded in the
year 1873 with the object of alding, in general, in training
candidates for the ministry, and more particularly, in edu-
cating young men for the French mission work, and of
glving greater prominence to the educational interests of
Methodism in the Province of Quebec.  All of these objects
have been attained with some success. It has been proved
that this [nstitution is capable of exercising a great influence
for Methodism ang for Christian education in this part of
our Dominion. Ag the [nstitution is strengthened by in-
creased appliances for usefulness, and becomes pertected in its
(wlnipnu.*,nt, it must certainly be a great power for good and
@ prominent witness for the truth.. Tt is established in a
centre of population where we have to contend, not only
with the gigantic superstitions of Romanism, but also with
the insidious influences of latitudinarianism. The conviction
i becoming deeper among the friends of thig College, that,
in Opposing both of these forms of ervor, this Institution has
efore it a great field of usefulness ; thag a Methodist College
right here in the commercial metropolis of the
r<-:|ching Methodist theo]ng‘\',
influences

Dominion,
and surrounded by Methodist
» must do much to furthey the cause of Christianity.
As regards the training of candidates for the French
missiomu'_y work, the numbep who have
in this department js limited to three,
suflicient to illustrate both the need of
what a mighty impulse might be given to our French mis-
sionary work by the agency of education, if the [nstitution
were established upon g satisfactory financial basis. The
ity of the Presbyterian Theological College

attended our classes
but they have been
such an Institution and

existence in this ci
with more than twenty French sfmlents, and with separate
instruction in French in Homiletics, ete,, is, to our Presby-
terian brethren, certainly a great credit. That the Metho-
dist Church of Canada, with its vast numbers, wealth, and

nfluence, is without an equally efficient Institution is to us
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a matter of deep regret. It is confidently expected, however,
that with the increasing effectiveness of the Wesleyan Theo-
logical College, a growing influence for good will be felt in
the French department of our Missionary work.

As regards the number of students, it has increased each
year during the brief history of the Institution. Last Ses-
sion there was an attendance of seventeen, being thirteen
sent by the Annual Conferences, and four occasional students,
The many enquiries and applications for admission of stu-
dents from different parts of the Dominion, indicate an ex-
tended recognition of the benefits of the College. The total
number of students who have gone from the Institution into
ministerial work in different parts of the country is thirty-
six. Lt is gratifying to observe in many of these evidences
of usefulness and' power.,

In reference to the College curriculum, it embraces the
various departments of Systematic Theology, Homiletics,

Greek and Hebrew exegesis, Church History, History of

Doctrine, Pastoral Theology, and Elocution. All who are
acquainted with our operations have observed that the
amount of labour devolving upon the few instructors of the
College is excessive, yet, thoroughness of work has been the
highest and most constant aim of our teaching. In addition
to the foregoing departments, our students are registered for
classes in Mental and Moral Philosophy, Logic and Natural
Sciences in Me(l] University.

The Endowment Fund is $50,000, of which $30,000 have
been collected and invested. The indebtedness of the Insti-
tution for current expenses 1s 83,600, A very valuable lot
is still held upon University Street, upon which it is
hoped that suitable buildings will be erected. Towards the
debt contracted in the purchase of this property, a geaerous
donation of $1,000 has lately been made by the Hon. James
Ferrier,

WiLLiam 1. SHAW, Registrar,
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE MOUNT A LLISON WESLEYAN
COLLEGE AND A CADEMIES,

The Board of Governors are pleased to be
that the four Past years have bhe
perity and progress” in vespect to all the Institutions com-
mitted to theijy oversight. These ]nstirntions, embraced in
4 common trust, comprise the College, with Faculties in
Arts and Theology, the Male Academy, with connected
Commercia] l)(‘p;ll'tlll('llt, and the Ladies’ Ao:ulmny. with
(.‘omervatory of Music and ample facilities for instruction
in the Fine Apts,

In respect to the College it is a matter of regret that
more imperative claims on the funds at thejy disposal have
thus far lindered your Board from making such improve-
ments and enlargements in the College buildings as the
comfort of professors and students and the interests of the
institution urgently demand. The Governors, however,
refer with satisfaction to the augmented educational facili-
ties which they have been abe to provide daring the past
quadrenninm by the establishment of new chairs, and by
moderate expenditures for apparatus and other equipments,
They trust that what is sti]] lacking, as (¢ lmil(lings and
outfit, they will soon be able to supply through the con.
tinued favour of the public, and the kindness of friends
interested in the cause of higher education.

An important change in the relations of the College has
resulted from it affiliation to the Univm'sity of Halifax ;
an  Examining anq .l)(~gl‘(>(*—('<»nf(‘l‘l'l'n;; Institution on the
ondon, established by the

able to report
en characterized by pros-

model of the ('ni\'orsity of ]
Legislature of Nova Scotia in the year 1871,
The passage of the Act,

establishing thig l'ni\'ersity, was
ostensibly an atte

mpt to promote the cause of higher educa-
tion by securing the Sympathetic co-operation of the govern-
arious colleges. Intep-

the interests of educa-
and University reform, our College Board
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authorized such a modification of the Arts’ curriculum as
rendered it convenient for students to prepare for the
degree examinations of the University of Halifax. It is
not within the province of this report to make extended
reference to the anticipated advantages of this affiliation.
It may be added, however, that of the three Sackville
students who presented themselves at the midsummer first
B.A. examinations of the University, two won for them-
selves the first and second places respectively, in the first
division of honors. This result, taken in connection with
the fact that the Gilchrist scholarship for 1877 was won,
with distinguished honour, by a member of the Freshman
class of our College, has but strengthened the convictions of
the Board of Governors as to the fidelity and scholarship of
the Faculty with whom they are associated in the manage-
ment of the College.

The work of the Theological department, begun in 1872,
has continued to be prosecuted with a good measure of
success during the last four years.

On an average, about fifteen probationers for our min-
istry have, by the appointment of the three Maritime
Conferences, been in attendance at the institution from
year to year. In addition to these, a considerable number
of young men, accredited local preachers, have been in
training, at their own expense, for this important work.
Of the former, seven have taken, or are now taking, the
undergraduate course of the College, and the remainder
have been engaged in such studies as were best suited to
their capacities and progress, ranging from the common
branches of an English education to the Latin and Greek
Classics, Mathematics, the Natural Sciences and Metaphysics.
Besides these, classes have been taught in Apologetics,
Moral Science, the Exegesis of the Old and New Testament
in the original, Systematic Theology, Homiletics, Church
history, the History of Doctrines, and Church Polity. It
will thus be seen that the training of our young ministers
has largely been dependent upon the assistance of the
College professors in arts and the teachers in the Academy;
and that without such aid the labour of the Theological
department itself would be of little value. This circum-
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stance is one which we fear is apt to he undervalued by
our people, or forgotten by them altogether. It forms a
strong reason, nevertheless, for g very forcible appeal to
the Church on behalf of our Collegiate work. Teaching,
which is absolutely necessary for our rising ministry, which
cannot be obtained for nuthing, and the benefit of which is
to be given to the Church, ought, in common justice,

to be
provided by the Church,

In 1875, by the appointment of g Theological Faculty
from among the members of the Faculty of Arts, arrange-
ments were made for giving the necessary instruction to
complete a full course in Divinity, This step was taken
with the full Persuasion that it was alike required by the
progress of the College and the circumstances of the times,
A few have he gun to avail themselves of the benefits of
this course of study, and there ig good reason to indulge the
hope that it wil] become a means of doctrinal strength and
proficiency in this day of religious indifferentism and con-
troversialism,

The students in theology have continued to assist in sup-
plying not only the Sackville pulpit, but also those of the
Circuits and Missions around, both in New Brunswick and
in Nova Scotia, Their good influence, too, has been felt
throughout the College, and in various ways they have
rendered important service to the Church,

In addition to the difficulty of sustaining the work of
our College and theological department for want of the
funds which the Church ought to supply, several other evils
bave become increasingly obvious during the |

ast four years,
Of these may be named :

Ist. The unfitness of so large

> a number of the proba-
tioners who are sent to the College to begin the studies

proper to their ministerial office, The work of training has
to be begun, not seldom with those of full manhood, with
very elementary instruction, Such a disadvantage to the
young men themselves, to thejr instructors, and to the
Church at large, can only be obviated by requiring that at
least the very moderate standard of learning preseribed in

the Discipline should be met by every candidate previous




e —————————

216 JOURNAL OF THE [1878.

to his acceptance ; or, better still, by elevating that standard
and still demanding that it should be met.

2nd. The time usually spent at College is but two years,
and is far too short for the accomplishment of the necessary
work. Three years ought to be, if possible, given to the
training of every candidate for the ministry of the Methodist
Church of Canada.

drd. Another evil from which the students, the College,
and the Church alike suffer, is the uncertainty which rests
upon the continuance of any probationer at his studies.
When a Conference records its decision that a certain young
man should, in order to be “a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed,” attend our educational institutions, and
appoints him thereto, some means ought, if possible, to be
devised to prevent his being summoned away to fill up
some vacancy in Circuit work. Otherwise, to meet a tem-
porary exigency, a serious damage may be done to the life-
work of the brother whose educational course is thus inter-
rupted.

The Male Academy is now in the thirty-seventh year of
its history. During the past four years the number of
teachers has been increased, rendering possible a more
advantageous division of labour. A commodious Academic
Hall was also erected at an expense of nearly $6,000, and
other improvements initiated and successfully accomplished.

The Ladies’ Academy has been enlarged, and otherwise
greatly improved during the quadrennium under review,
During that period over $10,000 have been expended upon
the buildings and their educational outfit: and it is speci-
ally gratifying to your Board to report that this expenditure
has been met without any general appeal to the public or
any draughts upon the educational or other funds of the

Church. The securing of such a result during a period of

general financial difficulty is an index of the strong position
which this branch of our institution has obtained in the
confidence of its patrons ; as well as a proof of the economy
with which its affairs have been managed. We have now
a building adapted in almost every respect to the demands
of female education, well supplied with all needful appliances
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and facilities for the work, and free from debt,
imity of the Ladies’ Academy to the
Opportunity to itg students to attend
which they may be fitted :
privileges to al] without

The prox-
College affords an
all College classes for
and as oup College extends its
distinction of sex, the Young ladies
attending the Mount Allison Institutions have placed before
them a course of study extending from the elenuentary
branches to and through a ful] curriculum foy the Bacca-
laureate degree. Nop have the students of the Ladies’
Academy proved unwilling or unable to avail themselveg
of these privileges, Many of the most Successful students
in the mental, moral, physical, und political scienge
as in languages anq higher mathematje
gentler sex,

8, as well
S, have been of the

The attendance at both the Col]

been uniformly good during the
lowing is the ave,

ege and Academieg has

Past four years, The fo].
age annual attendapce :

g T TR 40
Male Aeademy ., [ I 105
Ladies’ Academy

The Treasurer of the Mount Allison Institutions no
being a member of this Conference, and probably nog having
been apprised of the dwsimbility of fol'wul'ding a financial
report, has not done go, [t may, however, bhe stated ag
approximately correct that the amount of our College En-
dowment Fund is  $55,000 for the Artg Faculty, and
315,000 for the Faculty of Theology, in gl $70,000. Of
this amount $45,000 has been collecte and safely in-
vested, the remaining $25,000 being represented by the
donors, upon which they pay interest
other sources of income to oy institu-
onts, the grant from your Educa-
which grant is appropriated wholly to the
from the Legisla-
The latter grant, will probably be
881, the CGovernment of Nova Scotia having
these circumstances, it

11
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is only too evident that our College cannot long continue to
maintain its efliciency, in competition with older and
better endowed institutions, unless its financial resources be
largely increased.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
On behalf of the Board of Governors,

J. R. INcH, President of College.

REPORT OF THE HAMILTON WESLEYAN
FEMALE COLLEGE.

The authorities of the Hamilton Wesleyan Female College
would report that the Institution has entered on its eighteenth
year with its usual hopefulness and vigour, We could call
the attention of the Conference to the prominent part this
[nstitution has played in the education of the young ladies
of the Doniinion from the Atlantic to the Pacific; to the
thoroughness of its instruction, the Christian carefulness, as
well as kindness, of its discipline; and the very marked
spiritual influence that has pervaded its whole bistory.
One hundred and thirty-three young ladies have graduated
from its halls, many of whom are filling to-day positions of
honour and trust, as well as profit, in the Faculties of other
and similar Institutions ; and many more are stamping the
impress of Christian culture and refinement in the homes of
our land.  Over 1000 young ladies have been registered
and educated in the Institution, and its eighteenth year has
opened with an attendance very gratifying to its friends.
We cannot, in a brief report, state the depth of our indebted-
ness to the late Governor, the Rev. Dr. Rice,~ now the
honoured Vice-President of your honourable body,—for his
unflagging devotion to its interests and pre-eminent adapta-
tion to the work. To him, more than to any other man, is
the past success of the College attributable ; and when his
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resignation wag pressed
unfeigned and (lf-.ep regret,

The Board of Directors have taken great pains to secure
and maintain g staft of Instructors of the highest order,
The names of those who have formed the Faculty in the past
will show that they are recognized among the foremost
educators of the Dominion, While regretting the loss of
the invaluable services of the late Governor, the Rev. Dr,
Rice, the Board rejoice to fill the vacancy with a man whoge
history in connection with Victoria, College and with two of
the foremost Colleges in the Western States, places him in
the first rank alike as an instructor in the l('ctm'e-room, as
a College President, and as a successfy] promoter of all the
interests of the Institution of which he hag charge. Dy,
Burns will be assisted by a staff of able Instructors in all
departments, not visitors, merely, but residents in the
College and City, whose energies and interests N
to the College and itg work, and whoge
will be sufficient guarantee for the
© can confidently promise the M
Canada that those of her daughter
shall receive the best intellectua] advantages of the day,
the most carefy] moral and religious culture, and the tender
solicitude and watchful care of g Christian home,

We would respectfully ask this Conference to

the wusual number of Clerical Directors for
quadrennium,

upon us, it was received with

hall be given
success in the past
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ethodist Church of
s placed in oup charge

appoint
the ensuing

Very respectfully submitted,
On behalf of the Directors,

W. E. San FORD,
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APENDIX B.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AS FINALLY ADOPTED BY
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

[Nore.—Verbal and minor amendments are incorporated in the text

of Reports; others are given in separate paragraphs.]

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS,

1. Touching the overture from the Rev. L. N. Beaudry,
proposing a ladies’ Missionary Society, your Committee are
of opinion that such a society, devoting itself exclusively to
the work of Christian education on our Indian, French, and
Foreign Missions, would be a valuable auxiliary to our
present Missionary organization ; and we recommend that
the matter be left in the hands of the Central Board, with
authority to organize the said society, if, in their judgment,
the financial condition of the Church should warrant such a
step during the present quadrennium.

2. In reference to the first suggestion, in the “ Appendix
to the Financial Report of the Missionary Society,” the
Committee recommend that after the close of the current
year no claim from any Conference or Mission District for
a grant for any new Mission, shall be recognized by the
Central Missionary Board, unless the proposal to establish
such new Mission has previously been submitted to, and
sanctioned by, the vote of the Conference in which the
Mission is proposed.

3. Your Committee recommend the adoption of the
following suggestions contained in the ‘‘ Appendix to the
Financial Report of the Missionary Society " :—

1) That in making appropriations, the Central Board
keep within the limits of the income of the preceding year,
arising from regular sources, viz. :—Subscriptions and Col-

lections,
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lections, Juvenile Offerings, the Grant from the Indian
Dop:u'tmont, and, for the present, the Grant from the
English Committee.

(2) That the income arising from Legacies, and other
miscellaneous sources, be left at the disposal of the Com-
mittee of Consultation and Finance for the

reduction of
the debt.

4. With a view to the immediate reduction of the debt,
the Committee recommend,—That a sum equal to one-fourth
of the debt—say $16,000—be divided among the Conferences
in proportion to the amounts raised for missionary purposes
last year ; and that the sum so allocated, be divided by the
Amnual Conference Missionary Committees, among the
Districts of each Conference, to be raised and paid to the
General Treasurers towards the reduction of the debt,

5. Touching the Su.gestions, contained in the appendix
before alluded to, for the reduction of expenditure, your

Committee recommend the adoption of the same in a slightly
modified form, as follows :.-

(1) In the publication of the Annual Report and the
Missionary Notices,  After the present year the following
method shall be adopted :—Let the Secretaries publish an
Annual Report for each Conference, containing a brief
religious summary of our whole Mission work, the names
of subscribers of $2.00 and upwards, and the disbursements
of the Conference ; also a (eneral Report containing the
religious Summary, the aggregate of income from each
Circuit and Mission, and an account of all expenditure,
Let the publication of the Jli.s'.x-e'onm'// Notices be discon tinued
and instead thereof the editors of the Guardian and Wesleyan
be directed to place at the disposal of the Missionary
Secretaries sufficient Space in their columns for the publication
of such matter as is usually published in the Missionary
Notices,  All communications from the Mission Districts
intended for publication in the organs of the Church, to be
lirst examined and approved by the Mission;u'y Secretaries,
We recommend, further, that the Secretaries be authorized,
should sufficient encouragement be given, to publish a
Monthly Missionary Paper for our Sunday-schools, at such a
price as will cover the cost,
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[In amendment to the last clause, referring to a M issionary
paper, it was Resolved,—That the Book Committee be re-
quested to allow the Missionary Secretaries to occupy one
page of the Sunday-School Advocate, with illustrated articles
bearing on our Mission work.] See page 97.

(2) In the matter of Special grants. These are of various
kinds,—for rent, supply in case of sickness, physicians’ bills,
&e., &e. During the past year over $10,000 was granted
for rent. Doubtless, there are some instances where a
grant for rent is an absolute necessity ; but there are large
numbers of Missions where such a pressure as would induce
the people to perform a long-neglected duty, and provide a
home for the Missionary, would be a great blessing to the
people themselves, and a great reliet to the Missionary
Treasury. 1In such cases notice shall be given by the
Annual Conference Missionary: Committee, that after a
specified period grants for rent shall cease. To abolish
entirely, grants in cases of affliction would seem harsh, and
we do not recommend it; but we are constrained to say
that there is sometimes a tendency to take advantage of
this custom, and to throw upon the fund claims which,
though apparently trifling in themselves, yet aggregate a
considerable sum year by year. What we would recommend
1s, that grants be made only in cases where the affliction
has been exceptionally severe, and the salary very small.

(3) By stopping grants to all Missions able to meet their
own liabilities. A careful examination will show these to
be sufficiently numerous to make quite a serious item in
the annual grants,

6. In regard to the composition of the Central Board and
of the Committee of Consultation and Finance, your
Committee recommend,—

(1) That the Central Board of Missions shall be composed
of the President of the General Conference, the Officers of
the Missionary Society, one minister to be chosen annually
by each of the Conferences, one layman to be chosen annually
by the laymen of the Local Missionary Committee, and six
other persons (one-half of whom shall be laymen) to be
appointed by the General Conference, and who shall continue
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in office for four years. Vacancies occurring among Con
ference represen’atives may be filled by the 1
mittee of the Conference affected ;
amonc, those appointed by the General Conference may be
filled by the Committee of Consultation and F

(2) That the Committee of Consultation and Finance
shall be composed of the President of the General ( onference,
the Officers of the Missionary Society, and twe. ve other
members to be appointed by the Central Board,
and six laymen (a majority of whom shall e members of
the Central Board), who shall provide, during the intervals
of the Annual Meetings of the Board, for
that may arise,

7. The Memorial on Bermud
and it is recommended that Bermuda he set oft as a Mission
District connected with the Toronto ( 'onference, for adminis
trative purposes. It is further recommended that the
clause relating to the erection of a Naval Chape
to the Central Board of Missions,

[In amendment to the first part of paragraph 7, it was
Resolved,—That the Bermudas continue In connec
the Nova Scotia (?unf'umnce., See page 141,

ixecutive Com-
and vacancies occurring

inance,

SIX ministers

any exigencies

a affairs was duly considered,

I be referred

tion with

8. In reference to Memorials from the Montreal Confer-
ence, and the Whithy District, Toronto Conference
resolution of the Central Mission:a,r_\' Board based thereon,
recommending the appointment of but one Missionary Sec-
retary, this Committee cannot recommend the adoption of
said Memorials, believing, as we do, that the present state of
the Society’s affairs demands the services of two vigorous and
effective men.

, and a

In amendment to aragraph 8 of the Committee’s Re
S
It was moved, seconded, and Resolved — Chat on
Secretary only be (\,lu(‘te(].] See page 98,

port,
e Missionary

9. Your Committee recommend that a Memorial be
drafted and sent to the House of Commons, respecting the
documents and correspondence of the Mission Rooms with
the Indian Department at Ottawa, in regard to the Mount
Elgin Industrial Institution, ete., and that the following be
a Committee to prepare the same, viz,. Revs. Dr. ’\'nung,
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A. Sutherland, and J, B. Clarkson, M.A., and the Hon. Jas.
{ Ferrier.

[In amendment to the foregoing, it was Resolved,—That
1 the matter of a Memorial to the House of Commons, be
referred to the Committee of Consultation and Finance, to
take such steps as may be necessary in the case, |

10. In reference to the resolution of the Rev. James Gray,
a8 to the practicability of amalgamating our Japan Mission
with the M. E. Church of the United States, and recommend.-
11 ing that the question be submitted to the several Confer-
ence Missionary Cominittees, to report to the Central Board
their opinion on the same, the whole case to be reported to
the next General Conference,—we are of opinion that the
discussion of the question during so long a period would have
a most depressing effect upon our brethren labouring inJapan,
would shake the confidence of the people there in regard to
the stability of the Mission, and at the same time chill the
Missionary zeal of our churches, and decrease, rather than
‘ benefit, the funds of the Society, We therefore recommend
1t that the suggestion be not entertained, and that the Confer-
ence at once affirm its purpose to prosecute the work in
Japan.

11. In reference to the Memorial of the Montreal Clonfer-
ence, recommending a reduction of the Accountant’s salary,
the Committee find that the Accountant is employed by the
Treasurers, and suggest that the matter be referred to the
Central Board.

Respectfully submitted.

GEeorGe Youne, Chairman
WiLLiam HANSFORD, Secretary.

CONSTITUTION OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.,

I.—NAME.

This Society shall be known as “The Missionary Society
of the Methodist Church of Canada.”
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The object of the Society is the su
the Indian, French, Domestie,
which are carried on under
of the Methodist Church of Canada,

METHODIST GENERAL CONEERFNCE,
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[
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II.—OBJECT,

pport and enlargomcm of
Foreign, and other M issions,
the direction of the Conferences

III.—MEMBERS,

Every person aying annually the sum of four dollars and
| paying .

upwards, and every person
and upwards, for this Socie

collecting annually ten dollars
ty. shall be deemed a member,

and entitled to a copy of the Annual Conference Report.
And every person paying annually twenty-five dollars, or
collecting for the Society thirty dollars or

be entitled to a copy of the General Re

The Methodist Missionagy Societies
of any Annual Confere
Auxiliary Missionary Society ”
severally shall be entitled

Auxiliary.

schools shall be entitled
Conference Auxiliary,

1. Each Annual Conference

upwards, shall also
port,

IV.— AUXILIARY AND BRANCH SOCIETIES

within the bounds
nce shall (~olle(~tiv0]y be entitled “ The
for that Conference ; and
“ Branch Societies ” of such
Missionary Societies formed in our Sunday-
“Juvenile Branches ” of the

V.~—TREASURERS.

may appoint a Treasurer,

through whom al] remittances to or from the head office

shall be sent,
such an appointment, then all p
head office shall be made throug
in such Conference,

2. The Superintendent of
Treasurer of the Branch Socie

The money raised on any Circuit or Mission

In case any Annual Conference does not make
emittances to and from the
h the Chairmen of Districts

a Circuit or Mission shall be
ties on his Circuit or Mission,
VI.—REMITTANCES.

shall be trans-

mitted as soon as collected to the Chairman of the Dis-

triet, deducting only what has been disbur

and local expenses ; and the Chairman

promptly to the General Treasurers,

Treasurer (or directly if there be no
%

11
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shall in turn remit
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all moneys received, deducting only necessary incidental

expenses. All moneys from the General Treasurer to a

District shall also pass through the Chairman’s hands.
VIL.—CIRCUIT LISTS,

The Superintendent of each Circuit or Mission shall
prepare annually, not later than the first day of the May
District Meeting, a list of all subscribers of two dollars and
upwards, also the aggregate of all collections and sums under
two dollars; such lists to bhe sent without delay to the
Conference Treasurer or Chairman, who shall forward them
to the Mission Rooms for insertion in the Annual Report,
together with a statement of the gross receipts, local
disbursements, and remittances.

VIII.—CENTRAL BOARD.

1. There shall be a Central Missionary Board for the
management of the Missionary. Fund, which shall meet
annually at such time and place as it may appoint.

2. This Board shall be composed of the President of the

General Conference, the Officers of the Missionary Society,
one minister, to be chosen annually by each Annual
Conference, one layman, to be chosen annually by the
laymen of each Conference Missionary Committee, and six
other persons, one-half of whom shall be laymen, who shall
be appointed by the General Conference, and continue in
office for four years,
3. The duties of this Board shall be to review the
Missionary work and apportion the funds committed to it,
to the respective Conferences, according to the necessities of
the various departments of the work. Also to make the
necessary appropriations to the various Mission Districts.

4. When an appropriation is made by the Céntral Board
to any particular department of the work, the Annual
Jonference Committee shall not be at liberty to divert any
part of the grant to any other department.

5. Vacancies occurring among Conference representatives
may be filled by the Executive Committee of the Conference
affected ; and vacancies occurring among those appomted by
the General Conference may be filled by the Committee of
Consultation and Finance.

1878, |

6. In ¢
Officers of
Finance s]
till the n
appointme;
meeting of

7. The (
have auth
Society for
of his office
the Centra
vacancy till

IX,—(
A Comm

and Finane
Board, consi
the Officers
members,—,
whom shall
provide duri
any exigenci
Committee s
to the Centr

An Annu:
of this Socie
by the Centr
as may be de

XI.—

[. The Ge
Secretaries a
shall be ex-off

2. The Ger
cial District
with a sched
Financial Dis
and expendit
ministers and



| 1878.

ncidental
irer to a
nds.

ion shall
the May
llars and
ms under
y to the
ard them
I Report,
ts, local

d for the
all meet

nt of the
" Society,
Annual
by the
and six
rho shall
tinue in

iew the
ed to it,
ssities of
ake the
tricts.

al Board
Annual
vert any

entatives
nference
mted by
iittee of

1878. | METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE. 227

6. In the event of the death or disability of any of the
Officers of the Society, the Committee of Consultation and
Finance shall appoint a suitable person to fill the vacancy
till the next meeting of the Central Board, when such
appointment may be confirmed or changed, pending the
meeting of the next General Conference.

7. The Committee of Consultation and Finance shall also
have authority to suspend any Officer of the Missionar
Society for im*mnpvtvncy or for culpable neglect of the duties
of his oftice, and supply his place till the next meeting of
the Central Board, which shall have authority to fill the
vacancy till the next General Conference,

IX.—COMMITTEE OF CONSULTATION AND FINANCE.

A Committee, to he calted the Committee of Consultation
and Finance, shall be annually appointed by the Central
Board, consisting of the President of the General Conference,
the Officers of the Missionary Society and twelve other
members,—six ministers and six laymen,—the majority of
whom shall be members of the Central Board, who shall
provide during the interval of the sessions of said Board for
any exigencies that may arise. All the proceedings of said
Committee shall be entered in a minute book, and reported
to the Central Board at its Annual Meeting.

X.—ANNUAL MEETING,

An Annual Public Meeting of the members and friends
of this Society shall be held at the time and place appointed
by the Central Board, connected with such religious services
as may he deemed expedient.

XI.—GENERAL OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES.

l. The General Conference shall appoint the General
Secretaries and Treasurers of the Missionary Society, who
shall be ex-officio members of the Central Board.

2. The General Secretaries shall, previous to each Finan-
cial District Meeting, furnish each Chairman of a District
with a schedule, to be filled up by said Chairman at the
Financial Distriet Meeting, showing the estimated income
and expenditure of each Mission for the support of the
ministers and preachers, the amount of Missionary grant
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recommended by the Financial District Meeting, &ec. &e.,
which schedule shall be forwarded to the General Secretaries
without delay. From these schedules the General Secre-
taries shall prepare a tabular statement for the information
of the Central Board, in order <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>