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Thk Lands acquired by the Company, and now offered

for Sale to Einit> runts from the United Kingdom, and to

Settlers generally, arc situate in the Eastern Townships of

Lower Canada ; a tract o( country which from its geograph-

ical position, from the salubrity of its climate, and from the

fertility of its soil, must be considered one of ihe most eli-

gible situations tor settlement within the British dominions
in North America, if to these advantages be added, the

very low price at which Lands can be acquired, and the

i comparatively small expense to be incurred by the Settler

% in reaching them, there will remain no doubt as to the cor-

;; rectness of the views under which the Eastern Townships
i are now recammended for the establishment of Emigrants,

,

*•'," whether of large or small capital.

The Eastern Townships are situate inland, on the south
side of the River St. Lawrence, and are comprised within
the 45th and 47th degrees of north latitude, and the 70th
and 73rd degrees of west longitude, their boundaries being

'.. the soiffnories borderin": the St. Lawrence and Richelieu

P
Rivers, on the north and west; the line dividing the Prov-
imce from the States of Vermont and New Hampshire, on
the south ; and the River Chaudiere on the east. This
tract is easily accessible from Quebec, Three Rivers or

Montreal, by the several roads from these places, its dis-

tance being, m many points, not more than thirty miles
from the River St. Lawrence, while the centre of the coun^



try may bo reached by a jouriioy of less tlian seventy milea

of land travcllini>- from the ports at which [lassengers from
Europe arc landed. There is also easy coniniunicntion

with New York, by way of the Hudson River and Lake
Champlain, or with JJoston, l)y tlie great mail route from

that place.

The number of Townships is Eighty ; containing about

one hundred sipiare miles or sixty four thousand acres each,

forming a total ofupwards of hve million of acres of land.

They compose the district of St. Francis, and parts of the

districts of Montreal, Quebec and Three Rivers ; and are

further divided into the Counties of Megantic ,Drummond,
Missisiqui, Shetibrd, Stanstead, and Sherbrooke. The three

last mentioned are those which at present oiler the best

prospects to the enterprising settler. The Counties of

Shefford, Stanstead and Sherbrooke, are generally well a-

dapted for cultivation, the waste lands being in very small

proportion ; and although the features of the country are

such as to present the most varied and picturesque scenery,

they, in few cases only, prohibit the free use of the plough.

The lands are every where well watered by springs and
brooks, and several considerable rivers traverse the tract.

The St. Francis and its tributaries, the Nicolet, the Becan-
cour, and the Chaudiere, with numerous lakes, some
of which are of considerable extent, afford their natural

advantages at present, and offer the prospect of their being
at a future time, converted into extensive channels of

water communication with the sea.

The Climate of the Eastern Townships is one of the

most healthy of the continent, disease being unfrequent,

and the intermittent fevers, so destructive in Upper Can-
da and parts of the United States, wholly unknown.

—

From Cholera also, this district has been entirely free

;

no one instance having occurred, although, in the summers
of 1832 and 1834, other portions of the Province were vis-

ited with great severity. The winter is similar to that of
Upper Canada in the degree of cold experienced; but
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die vveuther IS less ciKingcable, and moiL; siiow iails in

the course of tho season, preserving the ground I'nuii :h(^

^'tTects of the frost, and furnishing excellent roads for tiir

transport of agricultural produce from the most distant ;nid

least settled parts of the country. Field o[)eraii(>ns cun-
nience in April, and are usually continued tinlil December,
and both Summer and Winter are reinarkabh; for tlie

small number of days on which work cannot 1)0 [)i;iior;no(i

out ol' doors.

The Soil is generally a loam, in its varitics, u iiii v. sub-

stratum of gravel ; and the sarface is every wIickj r^.vjr* rl

with a vegetable mould of some depth, formed irorn the

decayed timber and leaves of the forest, and i)r'}'''.;(i;ni;

the necessity of artificial mamn-e for many years. Ail thi>

<'rops usually cultivated in (Jreat IJritain and lr»Ia :<1 :iro

found tf) succeed here, and to yield largo nturiis to t!i(»

farmer. Wheat, Uarley, IJye, Oats, lieans and IVjrsc. [.idian

<'oru. Turnips, l*otatof;s, Pf( mp, Flax, ('loverand M:.;:tlo\v

llay,ar{i all raided in abumlanre ; and the country is nat-

urally a(la])te<l for gra/ini;- Horned Cattle, Slio< :?. ;:n;i

norsc-", oi' th(^ best bvccds.

The |)rincipal ICxpurts have hitherto been llorrifjt C;iti[f\

ilorsos, Poik, Butter, (.'hcese, and Fota>li, the last <>i '.hir-fi

is manufactured by the settler in the progress of ^I(^ui•ing

his hnids, an'ordini^ an carlv return ior his labor, ';;id ilu-

Mieans of jirocuring supjjiics of prc)visinns and r)c>' '^'-aries

^"or continuing his improvements.

TIkj Maikets of Quobc'* and Xi ^ itreiil, eiiht v ni 'vhicft

's within a ver}' easy (li.-tanc(,\ oiler, in general. ;i r- >:dv

'•;al<; f(^r all kinds of produce, at the same' time tl.ar. tliev

[)erinit the settlc.T to lay in his stock of clothes, tr,'»j-\ .ind

• 'ther articles of homo fiianuliicture, at |)riccs, in :];;nv :n-

stance<;. lower than those paid in Crcat Britain.

The Roads communicatinL^ with tiie F.astern Township.-;.

on the side oftfie lliverSt. Lnwrence. are three — ^he tir^t

\ 2
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from Quebec, by St. Nicolas, to Shcrbrooko, or to Ship-

ton ; the second from Montreal, through Chainbly and
Granby to Sherbrooke, or Stanstead ; and thirdly, the

shortest and most practicable route, from Three Rivers

and Port St. Francis, along the banks of the River St.

Francis, throui^li Drummundville and Melbourne, also to

^sherbrooke. The distance from Ciuebec to Nelson, the

first Township reached by tiiat route, is forty miles ; from

thence to Shorbiooke is eighty miles. From Montreal to

(iranby is forty eight miles ; thence to Sherbrooke by the

new line lilty two miles. Frojn Port St. Francis to Wen-
dover, the distance is thirty miles; from thence to Mel-

bourne tvvLMity seven ; thence to Sherbrooke twenty four

miles. On the two last routes mail stages ply thrice a

week, carrying passengers for about threepence per mile,

including a portion of luirgage ; but waggons and carts

may be procured for the conveyance of families and heavy

luggage, at much more reasonable rates. A cart to carry

eig!it hundred weight may generally be engaged for £1
lOi. for the whole distance, froui Fort St. Francis to

Sherbrooke, or at thj rate of 3s. and 9d. per hundred
weight. These rates arc expected to be very nuich re-

duced ; and such measures are proposed to be taken as

will secure Emigrant>^ proceeding to the Company's
Lands, from deception and fraud upon the road.

> r

I.
I]

With the view of providing a Port for the Eastern Town-
ships, at the point most eligible for the landing of passen-

gers and goods, and for the exportation of the productions

of t!ie Country, the Company have commenced the erec-

tion of Wharves, Stores, and Houses for the reception of

Emigrants, together wil.h a large Inn, Blacksmiths' Shops.

ifcc, at Port St. Francis, situate oii llie south shore of the

St. Lawrence, and at the distance of nine miles from Three
Rivers. Vessels from sea, and tlie steam boats plying be-

tween Quebec and Montreal, may land passengers and
luggage at tliis place, with ffreat facility and with the

shortest possible detention. Houses have been provided

for affording temporary shelter to such Families as may

.V
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laiul here on their way to the Company's Lands ; and
means will thu< be furnished of making" their arranijjcnienls

for the performance of the remainder of th(^ journey,

without beiri^ subjected to extra expense. An Inn is al-

ready estabhslicd, and further accommodations will shortly

be aflbrded at this place, for the better classes of Settlers.

'J'he wliarves., and other vv(jrl;s in proi^ress, will ort'jr im-

mediate employment to such as may re<piire it.

Iu:ni;.;rants [)roposin:^ to proceel to the Eastern Town-
ships, are recommended to land at Port .SV. Franci,:, as \\\r

most ci)!ivonient point from which to proceed iidand, ot'i-

erwise they may reach t!iat pla;*e froin UuL'bec, by steam

bnit in twelve hours. From Port .SV. Fra}i':is they will

take eitlicrr the stages or other conveyance? bv Ian. I t(»

S/i"rbrooL'e, or to anv other part oftiieCountrv. 'J'he road

will bo found ,i>;enerally ijood, and much su[)crior to those

iji other parts of t!ie province. Inns v/ill be mji with at

••convenient dl-tances, allording excellent accommodation
at reasonable char;L^es, and the inearis of conveyance can
lie procured at almost every point.

Tiie whole expense for the conveyance of an ordinary

lamily, consisting of two Adults, and three or four Chil-

dren, with a full jdlownince of Lugirai^e, from Port .SV.

Francis to ShcrOroolce, may be estimated at Two Pounds
or eijrht Dollars, and t!ie time employed in pcrfjrminL'

t!)at distance, at betwjcn two and throe days.

l>y an arrangeaient with his JMajesty's Government, the

?un of Sixty Thousand Pounds is to be expended by the

Company in public works and improvements, in the part

of the C ouiUry in wliicli their lands are situate. These
public works will be [)rlncipally Roads, Bridges, Canals:

(fcc., all of whi(di will aiVord employment to the industrious-

Settler; and enable him from his fust arrival, to provide a

support for his Fannly, and to lay by a suthcient Sum for

the purclia'ie of such Land as he may desire. In addition
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to this outlay, and that for the extensive works at f*ort St-

Franeis, the Company must aiiimally expend a lar^^e sum
ui reiiderini^ their Ijunds accessible, and thus every securi-

ty is ollbred, that the LOasteru Townships must, in a sfiort

pi3rio(l, be very materially advanced in Settlement, and
consequently in the value of their frauds , and that, in the

meantime, the industrious man of small property, will find

the most amphi moans otprocurint^ employment, and even-

tually of renderin*^ himself indep(jndent.

I'he Company's Property is divided into two Classes:

'>ne o\ which comprehends detatclied Lots of wild Land,
in the Townships which are already partially settled. Thes^j

ar(3 recommended to Fiinigrants and other persons desirous

of f»st;i!)lishin<; themselves in situations atVordin*^ the ad-

vantanes of Society, (churches. Mills, Schools, and lloads

ilready formed ; wiiilc to such as are poss(3ssed of suffi-

cient Capital, are ollered a large number of (Cleared and
Cultivated Farms, with Buildings, Fences, and other requi-

fiites for ()rocee(ling at once with a proper system of Hns-
!»-iii(lry. The Company have also several Crist and Saw
Mills, and JVFill Sites for Sale, in difVerent parts of the

Country, offering the most advantageous investment for

Capital, whether of great or small extent. The extent of

the Lots is generally two Hundred Acres, but any (juantity

of Land may be purchased from fifty acres upwards. The
Townships ('ontaining the Company's detatclied JiOts and
Farms, best deserving of attention at present, are Ascot,

I'^aton, Compton, Orford, Brompton, Melbourne and Ship-
ton, in the County of Sherbrooke ; Stanstead, Barnston

and Hatley, in the County of Stanstead; and Milton,

Cranby, Sheflord and Stukely, in the County of ShefTord.

The {)riccs of Land must naturally vary according to situ-

ation and the qualities of the several Lots, in respect to

soil and natural advantages; but for the present season,

they are proposed to be regulated on as low a scale as

possible. Four shillings per acre being the rate at which't

Lands in ordinary situations may be purchased ; those in

%
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the neighborhood oftln^ principal Roads, on the IJanks ol

Streams or having the (.onniiand of water power, being ol

conrse rated in proportion. The vahie ot* the iniprovod

Farms mnst also vary a cording to the (,'Xtent of the Cloai-

iiiTs and IJuihlinirs, in ^ une ( ses it will he found so low as

Two Pounds per acre Jn addiiit'on to the establishment

ofvcry moderate prices, the com|)any have resolved to af-

ford to purchasers the most liberal terms of credit, for their

payments. One Fifth to one Fourth, only, of the amount

of a purchase will be recpiiredin hand, and the remainder

will be divided into Siv Instalments, one of which will bo

payable annually, with Interest, at the legal rate of the

Province.

The remainder of the Company's Property consists in the

.SV. Francis Tcrritor)/, a Block of Land, situate in the

County of Shcrbrooke, and containing Six Hundred and
Twenty six Thousand Acre>*. The arrangem jnts for pre-

paring this extensive tract for the admission of Settlers,

iiave been framed s:>lcly with the view ofsecuring its rapid

advance in settlement and i)opulation. The Company,
having the sole supirintendonce of its establishment, are

disposed to aflord every facility for its being render-

ed accessible by the opening of Roads, the building of

Bridges and Mills, and the execution of other undertak-

ings necessary in a new Country, as well as by encourag-

ing the establishment of Inns, and regular Conveyances
for Settlers and their l.uggage. The natural features of

the coimtry will be attended to intiie survey and disposi-

tion of the lots for sale ; and the advantages atforded by
the neighborhood of Roads, Streams, or Lakes, will be, as

far as possible, equally apportioned. Such regulations al-

so are proposed to be adopted, as will secure the formation

ofcontinuous Settlements, uninterrupted by the occurrence
of Tracts of Wild Land, so much complained of ii; other

Districts as arresting the progress of improvement. These
arrangements, and the share of ])ublic improvements nat-

urally evpected to be performed within the St. Francis

Territory, will no doubt shortly render it one of the most
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flourishing parts of the country, and produce a vast advance*

in the present value of its Lands.

Theextentof purchases, as in the detached lots, will be
from fifty Acres upwards, and the price is for the present

fixed at Seven Shillings and sixpence. Currency, per acre,

payable one Fifth in hand, and the remainder in six instal-

ments, with interest. These terms will afford, to the poor-

est Settler, the means of acquiring a sufficient extent for

torniing a Farm, the first payment on the purchase of

Fifty Acres, amounting to only Three Pounds Fifteen Shill-

ings, and the annual Instalment, to Two Pounds Ten
Shillings, with Interest ; the whole being paid within Six

Years.
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