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MEMORANDUM.

THE author purposes io follow this work, at the expiration of the term
of the MARQUIS OF LORNE, with a history of his administration in
Canada,

Entered according to Act of Parliament of Canada, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-eight, by WiLLIANM LEGGO, in the
Office of the Minister of Agriculture, at Ottawa.
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HARRIOT, COUNTESS OF DUFFERIN,

A Ravy

jFHO HAB s00 CREATLY CONTRIBUTED, BY NHER HIGI ATTAINMENTS AND

HER ADMIRABLE SOCIAL CHARACTER, TO THE SUCCLSS
ACHIEVED BY HIER ILLUSTRIOUS HUSBAND,

THE EARL OF DUFFERIN,

IN

SECURING, TO AN EXTENT UNEQUALLED IN COLONIAL HIBTORY,
THE UNIVERSAL RESPECT, LOVE, AND ADMIRATION OF

THE PEOPLE OF CANADA,

This Work is,

BY PERMISSION,

MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED.
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PREFACE.

HE slow but steady development of the principles of Responsible
sovernment in Canada, under Lords Du.ham, Sydenham, Metcalfe,
[Flgin, Monck, and Lisgar, and the unswerving devotedness of LurD
IDUFF.QIN to those principles, should make an historical accourt of
is Administration acceptable to all interested in them.
The system known in Canada as “ Responsible Government” is
Bimply an imitation of the Constitutional form of Government, which
as since the reign of George III. been slowly evolving itself in Great
ritain.  That Sovereign knew little of it ;—his son, George 1V., had
0 occasion to attempt any check to its growth :—William 1V, vainly
pought to impede its progress,—and even our present Gracious Sove-
eign, in the warmth of a young heart, attempted on one memorable
Jpceasion to resist its power. But a few years’ experience taught her
ts true nature,—she gracefully acknowledged hcr error, and under her
Bubsequent sway this great charter of liberty has attained a strength
pnd stability hitherto unknown in any country—ancient or modern.
Its progress in British North America has been slow, but steady.
gt was promoted under Lord Durham :—Lord Sydenham worked
¢ out as well as its imperfectly developed features were then under-
Bltood :—Lord Metcalfe halted, and attempted its check, but the
M ttempt only brought out a clearer view of its beauties, and added
trength to its growing power :—and Lord Elgin used it with a broad
ind and loyal determination to give the Canadian people the benefit
f its fullest development ; though in this he was, on one great occa-
ion, opposed by a large and influential portion of the people them-
elves.  But it was left to Sir Edmund Head, Lord Monck, Lora
WLisgar, and especially to the EARL oF DUFFERIN, to place the centre
one in the arch,—for under their administraiions the principles
f Responsible Government have become thoroughly understood
5 well by the respective Ministers of their times as by the masses
f the population they kave been called on to govern.
It is chiefly with 2 view to point out this gradual development,
id to show the means used by Lorp DUFFERIN in the process, that
his work has been projected. No Canadian statesman can hereafter
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PREFACE.

pretend to even a fair knowledge of his duties or responsibilitics
without an intimate acquaintance with the details of Lokp DUFFERIN'S
ADMINISTRATION ;—and no inhabitant of Canada can with even toler-
able ciearness understand the history of his country in the absence
of a familiarity with its progress since the system of Responsible
Government was established.

The work has not been reduced to a mere panegyric of the EARL
OF DUFFERIN, though the exceptionally excellent qualities with which
he is endowed have, of course, appeared. These the narrative have §§
graduaiiy evolved ; and the student of Canadian history will have seen,
after the study of his rule of the Dominion, of what great importance
a genial disposition and popular manners are to the smooth working
of the government of a number of separate Provinces, differing in laws,
language, and religion.

The importance of the life of the ruler is to be measured by the
judgment with which he has construed the constitution of the country
he has been called on to govern; the ability with which he has
applied that construction tn the practical working of the machinery of
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of partisan contests, and softened the social and political asperities,§
so inevitable in all countries, and under all systems of government;
by the degree of confidence in their rulers, and content with their
institutions, with which he leaves the people inspired ; and by the
amount of respect, the wanmth of love, and the height of admiration
with which he has imbued the masses of the population placed unde
his charge.

Judged by these tests the life of the EARL oF DUFFERIN, i
Canada, presents a subject for study as valuable to the statesmar
as it is attractive to the student.

The beneficial effects of his example are strikingly exhibited i
the government of Manitoba by Mr. Morris. This gentlemar
doubtless inspired by the study of Lord Dufferin’s conciliating ta
and carrying out a similar policy adoptcd by Mr. Archibald, brough
that fine Province from anarchy to order; and though these rule
exposed themselves to the hostility of a class whose only error w
that they permitted their feelings, for a time, to conquer their natur:
kindness of heart, yet they succeeded in producing peace and hap
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PREFACE. 7

piness where a severe policy would probably have produced only
strife and wretchedness.

It is hardly necessary to say that the Earl of Dufferin is in no
degree to be held responsible for any statements made, or opinions
expressed in this work, excepting in so far as his own speeches are
concerned, the principal of which have becn subjected to his own cor-
rection. With these exceptions he is completely ignorant of the
contents, and will remain so until he sees them in the printed volume
as it is now presented to the public.

A similar remark is made as to Mr. Archibzld and Mr. Morris.

The author cannot allow the work to appesr without an acknow-
ledgment of the deep obligation under which he lies to a number of
gentlemen in Ottawa. First among them is Mr. Alpheus Todd, the
Librarian of Parliament, whom the author cannot sufficiently thank
for his most valuable assistance in a variety of ways. The author also
desires sincerely to thank the other officers of the Library for their
kindness and untiring willingness to obtain any information he needed
in the compilation of his work.

He thanks, also, General Sir Edward Selby Smyth; Colonel
Powell, the Adjutant-General ; Col. Stoughton Dennis, the Surveyor
General ; Mr. Alfred Patrick, Clerk of the House of Commons ; Mr.
Vankoughnet, of the Indian Department; Mr. Brymner, of the
Department of Agriculture ; Mr. Buckingham, Secretary to the First
Minister ; and Mr. Botterell, for valuable information and assistance.

The author has much pleasure in saying that the type used in the
production of this volume was manufactured by the Dominion Type
Founding Co., Montreal ; the paper by Alexander Buntia, Esq., at
Valleyfield, Que. ; the portraits of the Earl and Countess of Dufferin
were engraved by the British American Bank Note Company, and
their Excellencies’ Coats of Arms, by Mr. James D. Scott, of Montreal.

OtrAwa, 19th October, 1878.
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¢ Letters from High Latitudes”—Appointed Commissioner to Syria—Nomin-
ated a K.C.B.—Speech of Condolence to Her Majesty, in House of Lords, on
death of Prince Albert—Marriage— Appointed Under Secretary for India—
Under Secretary for War—Nominated Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster—
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THE RiGHT HONORABLE FREDERICK TEMPLE BLACKWOOD, EARL or

DurrerIN,* K.P., G.C.M.G., K.C.B,, F.R.S,, late Governor General

of Canada, the only son of Price, fourth Baron Dufferin, was bom at

Florence in 1826. His mother, Helen Selina, daughter of Thomas

Sheridan, was distinguished for her beauty, wit and intellectual accom-

* It is a very common practice in this country, and indeed in Ireland, whence
America has taken it, to allude to noblemen possessing the title of Earl as *Earl
Beaconsfield,” *Earl Elgin,” instead of * Earl of Beaconsfield,”” ** Earl of Elgin ; ”
but in nine cases out of ten this is a solecism. It would be right to say ¢ Earl
Spencer” or “Earl Russell,”” because these two noblemen belong to a junior
branch of a noble family and were so created ; but when the title is not identical
with the family name, but is territorial, the “ of"’ should never be dropped, The
designation of Lord * se awd s0,”" of whatever rank the person may be below a
Duke, is always proper, and in narrative frequently proves the most convenient
appelintiom § though, occasionally, the introduction of the other designation is use-
ful as & vasigtion.

B
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plishments, and as a writer of songs, chief among which are “ The Irish
Emigrant,” ¢« Katie's Letter,” “ Terence’s Farewell to Kathleen,"”
“ The Charming Woman,” which she wrote when she was only
sixteen, and some others. She was sister of the brilliant and beau-
tiful Duchess of Somerset, renowned, when Lady Seymour, as the
Queen of Beauty at the famous Eglinton Tournament, and of Lady
Stirling Maxwell, better known as the Hon. Mrs. Norton, celebrated
as a poetess and novelist, all three being the grand-daughters of the
wit, orator and dramatist, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, and she pos-
sessed in no ordinary degree the engaging qualities of her race. Her
literary capacity, her style of writing, and especially of letter-writing,
were of the highest order. To those who knew her well she appeared
as even a brighter star than her more distinguished sister, Mrs. Norton.
Of the Sheridan brilliance, the son of this attractive woman has
inherited a visible portion.

Lord Dufferin was educated at Eton, and Christ Church, Oxford,
and succeeded to the title in July, 1841, while still in his minority.
For some years subsequent to 1839 he was one of the Lords in
Waiting to Her Majesty, under Lord John Russell’s first adminis-
tration, and again in 1854-58. He visited the South of Ireland in
1846-7, and on his return to England published an account of his
experiences under the title of a ** Narrative of a Journey from Oxford
to Skibbereen, during the year of the Irish Famine.” In 1850 he
was created an English Baron, and sits in the House of Lords as an
hereditary peer by the title of Lord Clandeboye.

He early began to study the questions of land tenure, of the
relation of landlord and tenant, and of Irish emigration ; and, by his
speeches in the House of Lords, his letters to 7#%e Z¥mes, his pam-
phlets, and his addresses at public meetings, he soon acquired a high
reputation as an authority on these complex and harassing questions.
His position as owner of large estates in the County Down brought
him face to face with the great defects of the system under which
the relations of landlord and tenant were regulated, and for many
years he devoted his time and energies to the elucidation of them
with a view to secure changes benefitable to both landlord and tenant.
About twenty years before the passing of Mr. Gladstone’s Land Act,
Lord Dufferin had anticipated its leading principle in a speech in the
House of Lords, suggesting that the Irish tenant-at-will should receive
compensation for “ disturbance ” as well as for * improvements,” but,
though liberal in his ideas of what was due to the tenant, he combated
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J with unwonted ability, Mr. Mill’s proposal that the landed estates of ali

' the proprietors of Ireland should be brought to a forced sale. In 18 54
he delivered an exhaustive speech in the House of Lords on the
Landlord and Tenant bills, which was, adinittedly, the fairest and
most comprehensive statement hitherto made of the controversy then
pending between the landlords and tenants of Ireland. This speech
was followed by another on the same subject, and the views of Lord
Dufferin had a marked effect on the subsequent legislation of Parlia-
ment. During the years which elapsed before the conditional settie-
ment of these disputes, he published a valuable work entitled  Irish
Emigration, and the Tenure of Land in Ireland,” in which he treated
very fully on emigration, landlords and tenants—gave a retrospect of
the economical history of owners and occupiers in Ireland and Bel-
gium, and concluded with an elaborate review of various proposals for
the alteration of the tenure of land in Ireland.

His earlier speeches and writings by their ability soon drew the
attention of the leaders of his party to their author, who, in February,
1855, was invited by Lord John Russell to accept the position of
special a#taché to his well-known mission to Vienna in that year.

In 1856 he made a yacht voyage to Iceland, a well-known nar-
rative of which he published under the title of * Letters from High
Latitudes.”

In 1860, he was appointed by Lord Palmerston, then at the head of
the Government, to proceed, as British Commissioner, to Syria, for the
purpose of prosecuting enquiries into the massacre of the Christians.
In the performance of this difficult and delicate duty he exhibited so
much discretion and firmness that on his return he was nominated a
K.C.B. The free institutions he then secured for the Lebanons
have not only worked admirably, and enduringly, but have been
repeatedly referred to as the pattern on which the constitution of the
liberated Provinces of Bulgaria should be framed.

On 15th December, 1861, the Empire was stirred to its depths by
the death of Prince Albert. The duty of moving the address in the
House of Lords, in answer to Her Majesty’s speech from the
Throne, delivered by the Lord Commissioners, in which the melan-
choly event was referred to, was imposed on Lord Dufferin, and the
admirable manner in which he discharged it may be gathered from
his impressive speech on this occasion. It is in this speech that we
first see the beauty of diction, the warpth of feeling, and the breadth
of thought which will be found to characterise all the speeches of Lord
Dufferin.
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The following is that portion of the speech referring to the great
calamity which had overtaken Her Majesty and the Empire :

« My Logrps,—In rising to perform the duty which has devolved upon me, I feel
that scarcely ever has any Member of your Lordships’ House been called upon to
address you under more solemn or more trying circumstances ; and most painfully
am I aware how great is my need of your Lordships’ patience and im.iu'lgence.
My Lords, for nearly a quarter of a century it has been the invariable pnvn!egc of
those who have ively found th lves in the position I occupy to-night to
direct your attention to topics of a pleasing, hopeful, or triumphant character,—-.to
a gratifying retrospect, or a promising future—to projects of law calculated' stlnll
further to promote the rapidly-increasing prosperity of the country—to treaties ‘of
amity and commerce with foreign nations—at the worst, to difficulties surmou.nted
or disasters successfully retrieved—to foreign wars gloriously conducted and victo-
riously concluded. But, my Lords, to-night a very different task awaits me.. For
the first time since Her Majesty commenced a reign of unexampled prosperity, we
have been overtaken by a calamnty fraught with consequences which no man can
yet calculat n diable—opening up alike to Sovereign and to

people an endless vxsta of sorrow and regret. Under such circumstance. even the
most practised speaker in your Lordships’ House might. w.cll_s!u'ink fro{n the re.
sponsibility of intruding the inadequate expression of his individual feelmg? ana
grief which must have endowed the heart of every one who hears me with an
eloquence far greater than any he can command. If, l.:owe'ver, my Lords, thene is
anything that can mitigate the painful anxiety of my smtatnon, it is the conv;cn?n
that, however inefficient,—however wanting to the occasion—may be the tfrms n
which you are urged to join in the proposed sentences of condc.)lefwe with Her
Majesty, the appeal must in its very nature command su'ch an unanimity of earnest,
heartfelt acquiescence, as to leave the manner in which it may be placed before yon
a matter of indiflerence. My Lords, this is not the occasion, nor am I the proper
person, to deliver an encomium on the Prince whom we have lost. When a whole
nation has Lifted up its voice in lamentation, the feeble note of praise which may
fall from any individual tongue must necessarily be lost in the expression of the
general sorrow ; but, my Lords, superfluous as any attificial panegync has now
become, right and fitting is it that that public grief which first found vent in the visi-
ble shudder which shook every congregation assembled in this metm!)ohs when his

well.known name was omitted from the accustomed prayer—which, gathering
volume and intensity as reflection gave us the measure of our loss,. swept
towards the Throne in one vast wave of passionate sympathy, and is even
still reiterated from every distant shore tha. owns allegiance to' tl:e British
Crown,—right and fitting is it that such a manifestati?n of a nation’s sorTow
as this should find its final embodiment and crowning oonmmfnadon in a
solemn expression of their feelings by both Houses of the British Legith-
ture. Never before, my Lords, has the heart of England been so greatly stirred,
and never yet has such signal homage been more spontancously rendered to
unpntendmg intrinsic worth, Monarchs, heroes, patriots have perished from among
us, and have been attended to their grave by the respect and veneration of a grateful
people. But here was one who was neither king, warrior, nor legislator,—occu-
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i

e great pying a position in its very nature incompatible with all personal pre-eminence,— 3

alike debarred the achievement of military renown and political distinction, secluded n

re. T feel within the precincts of what might easily have become a negative existence,— ’;

’ neither able to confer those favors which purchase popularity nor possessing in !

n?o:‘:o any peculiar degree the trick of manner which seduces it,—who, uevertheless, |
ll:lm vy succeeded in winning for hiwself an amount of consideration and confidence such
. p as the most distinguished or the most successful of mankind have seldom attained.
m!eie of By what combination of qualities, a stranger and an alien—exercising no definite
::f_t_:: political functions—ever verging on the peril of a false position—his daily life
' a exposed to ceaseless observation—shut out from the encouragement afforded by the
ated‘ st: sympathy of intimate friendship, the support of partisans, the good fellowship of
reatics ‘of society,—how such an one acquired so remarkable a hold on the affection of a
3“.‘::’“ jealous insular people, might well excite the astonishment of any one acquainted
wFo- with the temper and the peculiarities of the British nation. Yet, my Lords, after
me.  Tor all, how simple and obvious is the secret of the dominion he acquired! If, my
enity, we Lords, the death of Prince Albert has turned England into a land of mourning ; if
ma:‘dm each one of us is conscious of having lost that calm feeling of satisfaction and
30 to security which has gradually been intcrwoven with the existence of the nation from
 even the the day he first took his stand beside the Throne ; if it seems as though the sun of
o the re- our prosperity were darkened, and a pillar of our state had fallen ; it is becaunse in
lmg? on 2 him we have lost that which has never failed to acquire the unlimited confidence
> with ‘n and enthusiastic venerution of Englishmen—a man who, in every contingency of
s, thene s life, in the presence of bewildering temptations, in the midst of luxury and splendor,
conv;chc{n in good report and in evil report, in despite of the allurements of vanity, of seifish-
¢ terms n ness, and ambition, trod day by dey and hour by hour, patiently, humbly, faith-
with Her fully, the uninviting path of duly. My Lords, great must that people ever become
of “"‘::‘“ whose highest notion of human excellence is the fulfilment of duty; and happy

may that man be considered who has been able to realize their ideal! Of the
the p::’:l: various achievemnents of Prince Albert’s career I need not remind your Lordships.
en a We can, most of us, remember the day when he first came among us, and every

"_‘“‘“ may subsequent chapter of his blameless life has been open to our inspection. We all
sion of the know with what prudence be proceeded to exercise the functions of his elevated
ic has now but difficult station, and with what simplicity of purpose he accepted the position
 in the visi- marked out for him by the Constitution. Noble Lords on either side of the

is when bis House can describe the impartiality of the welcome he extended to all the Parha-
. gathering mentary advisers of the Crown. Those who bave had the honor of enjoying per-

toss,. swep! sonal intercourse with him can speak not only to the grasp of his remarkable intel-
od s, even lect, and the inexhaunstible store of his acquirements, but still more to the modesty,
the British the gentleness, and chivalrous purity of a disposition which invested the Court over
n's soTTow * which be presided with an atmosphere of refinement and tranquil happiness such
ation | & as, probably, has never yet been found in a Royal home ; while his various
sh Legisla- specches, replete with liberal wisdom—the enlightened influence he exercised over
atly stirred, our arts and manufactares—and, above all, the triumphant establishment of the
rendered to Exhibitions of 1851 and 1862, will bear witness to that practical sagacity which
from among in spite of the apparent inaction to which he was condemned, could call into
of a grateful existence an unimagined eld for the exercise of his untiring energy. And yet,

tor,——occu~
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my Lords, it is not so much for what he did, as for what he was that the
memory of Prince Albert will be honored and revered among us, though,
probably, all that he has been to England no one will ever rightly know.
As 1 have already had occasion to remark, the exigencies of his position
required him to shun all pretension to personal distinction. Politically
speaking, the Prince Consort was ignored by the Constitution—an ever-
watchful, though affectionate, jealousy, on the part of the people, guarded the pre-
cminence of the Crown. How loyally and faithfully the Queen’s first subject
respected this feeling we are all aware ; yet who shall ever know the nobler
loyalty, the still more loving fidelity with which the husband shared the burdens,
alleviated the cares, and guided the counsels of the wife? Some there are among
us, indeed, who have had opportunities of forming a just idea of the extent to which
this country has profited by the sagacity of Her Majesty’s most trusted counsellor ;
but it will not be until this generation has passed away, and those materials see th:
light from which alone true history can be written, that the people of England will
be able justly to appreciate the real extent of their obligations to probably one of
the wisest and most influential statesmen that ever controlled the destinies of the
nation. But, my Lords, deserving of admiration as were the qualities I have
enumerated, it is by ties of a tenderer nature that he will have most endeared him-
self to our affection. Good, wise, accomplished, useful as he was, little would all
these engaging characteristics have availed him, unless, before and above all else,
he had proved himself worthy of that precious trust which two-and-twenty years
ago the people of England confided to his honor, when they gave into his keeping
the domestic happiness of their youthful Queen. How faithfully he has fulfilled
that trust, how tenderly he has loved, guarded, cherished, honored the bride of
his youth, the companion of his manhood, is known in all its fulness but to one
alone ; yet, so bright has shone the flame of that wedded love, so hallowing has
been its influence, that even its reflected light has gladdened and purified many a
humble household, and at this moment there is not a woman in Great Britain who
will not mournfully acknowledge that as in life he made our Queen the proudest
and the happiest, so in death he has left her the most afflicted lady in her kingdom.
Well may we then hesitate, my Lords, before we draw near even with words of
condolence to that widowed Throne, wrapped as it is in the awful majesty of grief ;
ye' if there is one thing on earth which might bring—I will not say consolation,
bui some soothing of her grief, to our afflicted Sovereign, it would be the conscious-
ness of that universal love and sympathy for her with which the heart of England is
at this moment full to bursting. Great as has been the affection always felt for her
by ber subjects, the feeling has now attained an intensity difficult to imagine.
Death and sorrow have broken down the conventional barriers that have hitherto
awed into silence the expression of her people’s love ;—it is not a Monarch in a
palace that they now see, but a stricken Woman in a desolate home ; and public
meetings, and addresses of condolence, and marble memorials utterly fail to inter-
pret the unspeakable yearning with which the entire nation would fain gather her
to its bosom, and, if it were possible, for ever shelter her from all the ills and
sorrows of this storm-shaken world. Surely, next to the compassion of God must
be such love from such a people ! To give expression to these sentiments, as far
as the forms of St~te will admit, will, I am certain, be the heartfell desire of your
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Lordships’ House ; and not, even when in some day of battle and defeat your Lord-
ships’ ancestors made & rampart of their lives round the person of their king, will
the Peers of England have gathered round the Throne in a spirit of more genuine
devotion ; and heartily, T am sure, my Lords, will you join me in praying that the
same inscrutable Providence which has visited our Queen and country with so
great a calamity will give to her and us patience to bow before the dread decree ; and
that the Father of the fatherless and the Comforter of the afficted will, in His
own good time, afford to our beloved Sovereign such a measure of consolation as
is to be found in the love of her lost husband’s children, in the veneration of his
memory, the fulfilment of his wishes, and the imitation of his bright example. Such
a wish can be embodied in no nobler words than those farnished by the great poet
of our age :—
! May all love,

¢ Bis love unseen, but felt, o’ershadow thee,

¢ The love of all thy sons encompass thee,

¢ The love of all thy daughters cherish thee,

¢ The love of all thy people comfort thee,

¢ Till God's love set thee at his side again.’

And now, my Lords, glad should I be might my task of sorrowful reminiscence
be here concluded ; but on such an occasion it is impossible not to remember that
since we were last assembled the service of two other trusted and faithful council-
lors has been lost to the Crown and to the State—the one a Member of your Lord-
ships’ House, cut off in the prime of his manhood and in the midst of one of the

most brilllant careers that ever flattered the ambition of an English Statesman—
the other a Member of the other House of Parliament, after a long life of such
uninterrupted labor and unselfish devotion to the business of the country as has
seldom characterized the most indefatigable public servant. My Lords, it is not
my intention to enumerate the claims upon our gratitude possessed by those two
departed Statesmen ; but, in taking count of the losses sustained by Parliament
during the last recess, it is impossible not to pause an instant beside the vacant
places of Lord Herbert and Sir James Graham. Each has gone to his account,
and each has died, falling where he fought, as best befitted the noble birth and
knightly lineage of each. My Lords, whenever in her hour of need England shall
marshal her armies for the vindication of her honor, or the protectiar ~7 v terri-
tories, the name of him who labored so assiduously for the imgovement nr the
sanitary condition of the soldier ata time when peace was devastating our barracks
in more fatal proportion than war our camps, will never luck its appointed meed
of praise. And when the day shall come for the impartial pen of history to blazon
those few names 10 whom alone it is given to be recognized by posterity as the
leading spirits of a by-gone age, the trusted friend, the laborious coadjutor, the
sagacious colieague of Lord Aberdeen, and of Sir Robert Peel, shall as surely find
his just measure of renown, But, my Lords, it was neither in the hope of winning
guerdon or renown that the Prince whom we mourn and the Statesmen whom we
have lost preferred the path of painful, self-denying duty to the life of luxury and
case that lay within their reach, They obeyed a nobler instinct ; they were led
by the light of a higher revelation ; they cast their bread upon the waters in the
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faith of an unknown return, ¢ Omsnia fui, nikil expedit,’ sighed one of the greatest
of Roman emperors as he lay upon his death-bed at York ; yet when, a moment
afterwards, the captain of his guard came to him for the watchword of the night,
with his dying breath he gave it, ¢ Laboremus.” So is it, my Lords, with us;
we labor, and others enter into the fruit of our labors ; we dig the foundation,
and others build, and others again raise the superstructure ; and one by o 1e the faith-
fullworkmen, their spell of toil accomplished, descend it may be into oblivion and
an unhonored grave—but higher, brighter, fairer, rises the fabric of our social policy ;
broader and more beautiful spread out on every side the sacred realms of civiliza-
tion ; further and further back retire the dark tides of ignorance, misery, crime
—nay, even of disease and death itself, until to the eye of the enthusiastic specu-
lator on the destinies of the human race it might almost seem as if in the course of
ages it might be granted to the intellectual energy and moral development of man-
kind to reconquer a lost Paradise and reconstruct the shattered harmony of creation !
In what degree it may be granted to this country to work out such a destiny none
can tell ; but, though heavy be the shadow cast across the land by the loss of the
good and great, most eloquently do their lives remind us that our watchword in
the darkness still should be ¢ Laboremus’ ! ?

In 1862, Lord Dufferin married Harriot, eldest daughter of the
late Archibald R. Hamilton, of Killyleagh Castle, County Down. In
1863, he was nominated a Knight of St. Patrick and in 1864 was
appointed Lord Lieutenant of th: County Down.

He kept steadily rising in the estimation of his party, and in public
favor, when in 1864 he was offered the position of Under Secretary of
State for India, which he held until the early part of 1866, when he
was offered the Government of Bombay, which he was forced to
decline on account of the delicate state of his mother’s heaith. He
was then transferred to the War Department, as Under Secretary, wheve
he remained until June of that year, When Mr. Gladstone came into
power in December, 1868, Lord Dufferin was nominated Chancellor
of the Duchy of Lancaster, Paymaster General, and was sworn in as
a Privy Councillor. Subsequently, in November, 1871, he was made
an Earl of the United Kingdom. He held the appointment of Chan-
cellor of the Duchy of Lancaster until April, 1872, when he received
his commission, as Governor General of Canada, from the Govern-
ment of which Mr. Gladstone was Premier.

This appointment placed Lord Dufferin in a position where his
active mind would find scope for its excellent qualities. He had now
been in political life for about twenty-five years, but though his career
had given evidence of the possession of the abilities requisite to the
formation of a statesman, it had not, thus far, given him the oppcrtunity
to prove it. He took office as one of the Lords in Waiting in 1849,

but this posi
for Under Se
acter, nor di
special oppo
connected wi
did not attra
that Lord D
appreciated b
admitted tha
and his politi
to show to the
believed them

He had f
where he wa
He was a Li
pathies with
kindly feeling
sympathize ev
were exposed
although, as I
stone for a bre
that as an Irist
had not been o
Governor Gen
Mayo, it becam
to India. Eve
Lord Dufferin t

—

* There was a
day on Lord Duffe
in England and
obtained a working
and the Dominion,
Government with w
gifted with an ima
Poet or a musician
office which demar
tion of things, and
for party passions as
Duflerin for mediat
Druse, the shifting




THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA, 25

but this position gave him but little political significance. The offices
for Under Secretary for India, and for War, were of a subordinate char-
acter, nor did the Chancellorship of the Duchy of Lancaster, afford any
special opportunities for the acquisition of distinction. The incidents
connected with his mission to Syria, though of the greatest importance,
did not attract any very general attention at the time; in fact all
that Lord Dufferin accomplished there was only fully known and
appreciated by his political chiefs. The opponents of Mr. Gladstone
admitted that Lord Dufferin possessed great talent for government,
and his political friends were glad to see an opportunity given to him
to show to the world that his qualities were really as great as they
believed them to be.

He had for many years been known and appreciated in Ireland
where he was regarded as the deau idea/ of an Irish nobleman.
He was a Liberal, but not an extreme one. He had many sym-
pathies with Irish landlords, but these did not interfere with his
kindly feeling for Irish tenants. His chivalrous spirit led him to
sympathize even with the complaints of the Orargemen when they
were exposed to the one-sided operation of the Party Processions Act,
although, as Lieutenant of his county, he had committed Mr. John-
stone for a breach of the Act. It was, by many, sincerely regretted
that as an Irish nobleman, thoroughly acquainted with Irish affairs, he
had not been offered the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland, and when the
Governor Generalship of India berame vacant by the death of Lord
Mayo, it became a question whether he or Lord Northbrook should go
to India. Eventually Lord Northbrook was sent to Calcutta, and
Lord Dufferin to Canada.*

* There was a singular unanimity of feeling among the leading journals of the
day on Lord Dufferin’s appointment. One fairly summarized the general opinion
in England and Ireland, when it wrote: * Lord Dufferin has at length
obtained a working office, in the conduct of which he can display his signal abilities,
and the Dominion, we are entitled to presume, will regard the choice made by our
Government with warm approval. Courteous, cultivated, prudent, yet enterprising,
gifted with an imagination which is as useful to a general or a statesman, as to a
poet or a musician, the new Governor General is precisely the person to fill an
office which demands tact in the management of men, acuteness in the percep-
tion of things, and a comprehensive moderation, able to make ample allowance
for party passions and national peculiarities. If the same talents which fitted Lord
Duflerin for mediating successfully between the stolid Mussulman and the fanatical
Druse, the shifting Maronite and the red-breeched Frenchman, carving boastful
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His appointment was important, when we recollect that in 1872 the
relations of Great Britain with the United States, and the vexed and
difficult topics affecting the position of Canada towards the Mother
Country, demanded a policy cautious yet bold, delicate yet firm. It
will be remembered that Lord Dufferin, though not a member of Mr.
Gladstone’s Cabinet, was a member of his Government, and that the
policy of that Government was then looked upon by a large portion of
the people of Britain and of Canada as indicating, at least, a half-
heartedness in the preservation of their connection. It was urged
against Mr. Gladstone that he had, in tolerably plain terms, informed
Canada that England would consent to retain her only so long as she
cost nothing, and would be ready to cast her off at any moment, and
would certainly do so if ever her sacrifice became necessary to secure
peace. Lord Dufferin’s position as Governor of Canada appointed by a
Government holding such views instantly became embarrassing. He
was, in fact, about to undertake the government of a country, as the
representative of an Imperial policy, which was suspected of forcing
upon that country the serious consideration of the question of separa-
tion, and impelling men whose dearest wish was to strengthen the ties
between the Colony and England to ask whether it would not be better to
doat once themselves what the Imperial power seemed determined upon
forcing them to do when it suited its own purpose. The embarrass-
ment of Lord Dufferin’s position was materially increased by the
feeling then largely prevalent in Canada that her interests had been
sacrificed by the YWashington Treaty, for the purpose of settling ques-
tions with the United States, which it was convenient for the Imperial
Government to see removed from further discussion.

It was determined to honor the Earl and Countess of Bufferin
with a banquet at Belfast on the eve of their departure for Canada,
and it speaks well for their popularity that the grand demonstration
inscriptions on the rocks above the Dog river, will enable him to deal equitably
with the French Acadians, the orange, green, and sturdy old buff and blue
Canadians, and the generous, but quick-tempered Yankees across the border, it is
matter of surprise to many that a politician whose abilities were well known should
have been kept so long out of active employment.” * * * * ¢ Common sense,
solidity of judgment, dignity, courtliness, are required in the West as much as in
the East, for on both continents questions are certain to arise which nothing but
insight, conciliatory manners, and firmness will be able to solve. Lord Dufferin’s
Irish blood and breeding will stand him in good stead among a people variously

composed of Celt and Teuton, yet strongly attached to the old country.”
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which was the result of this determination was attended by gentlemen
and ladies of all parties and creeds.* On 11th June, 1872, their
Excellencies were accordingly entertained at Belfast. The Mayor of
Belfast, Mr. John Savage, presided, and there was a large and brilliant
assemblage, the hall being crowded with the leading citizens of Belfast
and la-ded gentry of the neighboring counties. The Deputy-Lieu-
tenants and Ccrsuls appeared in uniform. The hall was beautifully
decorated. Grace was said by the Rev. William Johnston, Modera-
tor of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
and thanks were returned by the Lord Bishop of Down and Connor
and Dromore.

The preliminary toasts having been given, the Chairman proposed
the toast of the evening : * The health of His Excellency, the Gover-
nor General of Canada.”

His Excellency, on rising to respond, was received with continued
cheering. He said—

¢ MR, MAYOR, MY LORDS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I am sure it will be
easily understood that, to any one in my situation to-night, it must be difficult to find
words either simple enough or strong enough to express his thanks. Those whom
1 see around me are representatives of all that is most distinguished in the sacial,
mercantile, political and professional world of Ulster and the North. They are,
therefore, the very men whose good opinion it has always been my chief ambition
to acquire. Amongst them are included not only my personal friends and poli-
tical associates, but numbers to whom it has been my misfortune to find myself
opposed on many momentous public questions, and on whose indulgence and
sympathy, therefore, I could have no claim, beyond what their native generosity
of feeling must supply. (Cheers.) Vet all have been pleased to join together to-
night in a demonstration of personal kindness and goodwill towards Lady Duf-
ferin and myself, so cordial and so unanimous, so diverse in the quarters whence
it proceeds, and so magnificent in its outward characteristics, as may well render
the object of it speechless from surprise and gratitude. (Loud cheers). Yet,
ladies and gentlemen, however unequal I may be to making you understand all

* A leading Belfast journal, politically opposed to the Earl of Dufferin, thus
speaks of the proposed banquet : —

“ We need not tell the people of Belfast and of Ulster that we are opposed
politically to the party with which Lord Duflerin is connected, but this is not a
question of creed or party, for all creeds and all parties will be glad to hear of the
advancement of Lord Dufferin to the important position of Governor General of
the Dominion of Canada. Apart from political consideration, men of all creeds
and parties can observe in his Lordship many admirable social qualities, an anxious
desire to promote the welfare of all classes, however we may differ on the means
employed, an unwavering interest in the prosperity of Belfast and its institutions;
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that I feel at this moment, there is one assurance I must hasten to give you, and
that is, that I fully comprehend that it is not to anything that I have done, or
been, or am, that I owe this supreme honor ; but that I am indebted for it to that
instinctive feeling of sympathy which all Irish hearts show towards those who, in
the discharge of anxious public duties, are called upon to leave their home and
native land. (Applause). You, Mr. Mayor, have indeed been good enough to
lay some stress on my humble efforts to promote the advantage of this town and
neighborhood—(hear, hear)—but, although I am conscious that the desire to serve
my country has never ceased to be the great passion of my life—(hear)—a sense
of how little I have been able to do towards so great an end has not failed to
supply me with a store of humiliating reflections. In one respect alone is my con-
science at case, and that isin the knowledge that from my earliest entry into public
life, neither from fear nor favor, neither from a love of applause nor from a dread
of running counter to any dominant tide of popular sentiment, have I ever been
turned aside from advocating what I believed to be fair, and just, and right.
(Great cheering). As a consequence I have found myself opposed in turn to many
of the phases of political thought and feeling which may bave prevailed in this
country. Probably there are many gentlemen in this room—1I trust na lady—
(hear, hear)—to whom at one time or another my words and conduct way have
been displeasing——(hear, hear, and cheering)—but I hope I may regard their pre-
sence here to-night as an assurance that in the warmest moments of controversy,
no matter how strong my personal convictions, I have never failed to pay to my
temporary opponents that respect and deference which was due to their high char.
acter, their conscientious motives, and their intellectual eminence. (Applause). On
the other hand I trust I may take this opportunity of assuring those of my enter-
tainers with whom I have been politically allied that I retain a no less grateful
appreciation of the confidence with which they have honored me, of the encourage-
ment with which they have greeted my humble efforts on their behalf, and of the
genial and aflectionate cordiality which has invested our political intercourse with
the attributes of personal friendship. (Cheers.) Ladies and gentlemen, Constitu-
tional Government must necessarily be carried on by party. (Hear, hear.) Alle-
giance to one’s party is the first obligation on every honorable man, (Hear, hear.)
Party warfare is as necessary to our political existence as those conflicting forces
which hold the world in equilibrium, and refresh and purify the face of nature.
But if there is one respect in which public life in tais country has the advantage
over public life amongst other nations, it is that our statesmen, in respecting them-
selves, have learned to respect each other—(hear, hear)—it is that each section of
the community, in advocating its own opinions or interests, is content to do so
with sobriety and moderation, and that 2 mutual spirit of forbearance leads to the

and a readiness to comply with the wishes of our various social sections, and with
their various tastes.” * * * ¢ The Dominion of Canada is one of the most
important dependencies of the British Crown, and it is daily growing in importance.”

¢ * * «The community at large in Canada will derive the Lenefit of Lord
Duflerin’s great wisdom, and ability as a scholar and & Governor,”
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settlement of the most burning questions under conditions in which both sides can
eventually acquiesce ; it is that political controversy seldom degenerates into per-
sonal rancor ; it is that when once Her Majesty has been pleased to invest one of
her subjects with representative authority, whether as a judge, an ambassador, or
a viceroy—(cheers)—no matter what may have been the vehemence of his political
antecedents, his countrymen of all classes and parties are content to regard him
henceforth as their common servant, champion, and representative— (hear, hear)—
as emancipated from all taint of political partizanhip—(hear, hear)—and as actu-
ated by a simple desire to serve the nation at large. (Cheers.) It is this gene-
rosity of sentiment on the part of the British people which seems to have acted like
an inspiration on the minds of those great men whose services abroad have added
so many glorious pages to our history, It has purified their natures, elevated their
aspirations, invigorated their intellects, until, as in the case of Lord Canning,—
(cheers)—Lord Elgin—(cheers)—and our late lamented countryman, Lord Mayo
—(loud cheers)—their reputations have expanded beyond the anticipations of their
warmest friends, and in dying they have left behind them almost heroic memories.
(Loud cheers.) And how could this be otherwise ? As the ship he sails in, slowly
moves away from the familiar shore, as the well-known features of the landscape,
the bright villas, the pointed spires, the pleasant woods, the torrent beds that scar
the mountain side, gradually melt down into a single *int, till only the broad out-
line of his native coast attracts his gaze, something of an . '1logous process operates
within his mind, and, as he considers his mission and his destiny, the landmarks of
home politics grow faint, the rugged controversies which divide opinion betome
indistinct, the antagonisms of party strife recede into the distance, while their place
is occupied by the aspect of an united nation, which has confided its interests and
its honor to his keeping, and by the image of the beloved Mistress he represents
and serves. (Loud cheers.) It is thoughts like these—it is the consciousness that
be carries with him the confidence of his countrymen, the good wishes of his
friends, the favor of his Queen—that compels a man to forget himself, his self-
ish interests and feelings, and makes him wholly his country’s; which gives
him courage to incur responsibility, to sustain odium, to confront danger, to
sacrifice health, and, if need be, life itself, at the simple call of duty. (Cheers.)
Ladies and gentlemen, as far as such inspiriting auspices as these can ensure suc-
cess, few will have left their native shores under more encouraging circum-
stances than myself, (Hear, hear.) I only wish I could feel that the friendly
anticipations you have expressed were more certain to be realised. But. after
all, perhaps a deep and almost oppressive semse of the responsibility of one’s
position, a humble hope to be enabled, in spite of one’s deficiencies, to do
one’s duty, 2 due appreciation of the honor of one’s post, is a better preparation
for a future career than a more confident and self-satisfied frame of mind. (Cheers.)
At all events, there is one function of my great office which will prove a labor of
love, and to the discharge of which I know I shall not be uncqual—that which
will consist in presenting myself to our fellow-subjects across the Atlantic as the
embodiment and vepresentative of that kind feeling—(hear, hear)—of that deep
sympathy— (hear, hear)—of that ceaseless and indestructible pride and affection
with which all classes and all parties in this country regard the inhabitants of our
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Dominion, (Cheers,) Ladies and gentlemen, you are of course ?ware that
e Govermment f Canada is strictly constitutional—(hear, hear)—that it .reﬂec'ts,
?he Govemmgml;e ir;slitulions of this country, and that this resemblance is main-
“""‘" S ly by the outward form of its machinery, but, what is of far great?r
?amed, o by );\ ty spirit of dign.fied moderation and sagacious statesmanship
1'“?0“?““_' byht acomll)uct of those distinguished men who have successfully ad-
Wl‘“?h e her tt; irs and directed the councils of her legislature. (Cheers.) W!ly,
e he’_a a;;sthe Dominion, the union of the Provinces, the concentration
oo c‘mmo'l"l nds of a Supreme Parliament, whose jurisdiction now extends
o :n is itself a proof of the patriotism, of the ability, and of the
s feing. - 0‘:'eof ;.he Canadian people. (Hear, hear)) Itis not to be supposed
bt that v Pow;oeal interests, prejudices and traditions must have imagined them-
Seultv:ls‘acto::zmised by the absorption of the Local lcg;slam:‘e; 'h:lt:;j :::bzo;io::e :f

i wisest councils cn H .
th? A bOd{ ;a?\:t;?t:innlzrh;‘:l:o:l:ies been obliterated, but even those who
ot veh P"e";“ ,o sed the arrangement, when once the controversy was con-
o Vehe'{‘em yuiels)::l in the settlement, and with a loyal and gencrous patriotism
- ha‘t:a;:qvery best to render nugatory their own misgivings, s.mf to m'abI;e
:.l:z;is::x: theey at one time found it necessary to t;lppose work dtz :::: tl::::tc Es::xm:

‘ dies and gentlemen, who can now .
:‘Vll:a;om\f:l: t;::e:::;;mli?ke instincfs, the vitality, or the :’uturle‘ of ;;;:x:::;::tey
, ! ready boast of such nof -
ems 'Parll\ieamretn;fan:v:rnl?::nstt;‘cs(“}‘le;ia:e:i.) i'iut, ladies and gentlemcr.n, to‘\;c
T\enit:t:;mte: of tli: goodwill of the people of Great Britain towards the inhabi-
the

tants of Canada is not the only congenial duty imposed upon me by my office.
an

i ich it will give me hardly less pleasure
Thefe y a“"the":f :“ :i::l:vgi‘::ihtu;go:\?:i::nl:)fw (‘Zlangda, along a frontier of more
to discharge. . S etez;ds the territory of a kindred race—(hear, hear, and applafuse)
oo m"‘:_’ ext.'out their great destiny under institutions which, though differ-
.—""‘.‘0 o wo; tll,:egu' outward aspects from our own, have been elaborated ul;.der
e 'm s?m": . f that same love of freedom—(hear, hear)—that revercn?e .for. w,
e ‘“W"‘*“T;;ical statesmanship—(hear, hear)—that capacity of self-dls‘clpll;ne;—e
st hich characterises the English-speaking race. As the Chief o .
G I'l‘e“)t‘—C‘::nmla. as the representative of the British Crown, as the se.n_rant an“
fp?::st::noof the Br,itish people, it will be my agreedalple d\:tytlt: ::::,: :fn ;e
itali and friendliness to h
m'”iom Whate"zl‘ 0;:: !;‘::\lxl:n);’el;o‘::;iszi’t that genuine sympa'thy ‘felt by t!us
:Jo:::fy :::t :;::u:, which, in spite of any momentary an;l super&:nl ::::t:: :;h:;;h
i ity, descends too deep
mm‘)' o 0“::': l:l:!"l :iac:eori;l‘ll;"sme: ,or disturbed. (Loud cheers:) It
o oot fortune to know a great number of distinguished Americans.
oo be“f‘: ydgao:’:;t friends are natives of the States, and not the least o;nthe plea-
s o' i d ions which await me is the prospect of acquiring a‘lfetter ov;vlet.lge
vy ‘mlc’l-"“@“im intimately acquainted with the social and political organization
o bceom“:ga::l prosperous nation. (Loud applause.) But of course the 2‘::
:;:s}:::ug:d absorbing duty of every one connected with the Government of
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ada, and one not less agreeable than those to which I ha
:l:r\;lg:;ngﬁ :; l:::;:t wealth anfi t‘he.enormous material :szlt::lc(:;d;f‘t:l . (')f
tory ho}; el vt :\ my new .jurlsdlclion. Few people in this r:ountre ‘ITSI oy
o ly.nature is the Canadian soil. (Hear, hear.) ’l"lvl ab": o
majes o,f tnd ::1 nmpohritance of the Gulf of the St. Lawren.ce is i::d :lmty,
theme of every trave :nt, :iv le the stupe.ndous chain of lakes to wh.ch it is ::‘ e
e hab?t abr syistem of xnl'and navigation such as is to be fou::im't-
B e o o marme globe. T.he inexhaustible harvest of its seas annual]ln
are known to all ; b)\llt whatr?: nl:)(:ps‘:;::::?mtll;; i:“:;m"::;e hanes of ts fON?StS)"
: ] ) nderst: is th: g
z::;:::rael::::s ;thl::s of the country—beyond the towns, the l:tk]e):) (t’l‘::-l \:'l;(fm-
e v n:l]mrmous breadth of rich alluvial so0.] comprisi’ng an ai o
tousands of imersecte:i e;, so level, so fertilz, so ripe for cultivation, s(; r rfea o
watered, and interseeted e{; enormot‘xs navigable rivers, with so excel;tion:llo use']y
pmspﬂou,s p s“bc?mn at no distant time to be occupied by million Yf“"ld
Do o > Jsect;, and to becorfle a central granary for the ad'oin's : con.
trents & then.e e cl:::n a ﬁne as this may well fire the most slugg‘:sh :nnxga ina.
e .ndcew a greater privilege than being permitted t ch
e e i ;:stry and (ElVlllZﬂ.tion fraught with such universa:a‘;awh
tage o the human, h:eDo fxt"act, ladies and gentlemen, it may be doubted whevan.
e s of e minion themselves are as yet fully awake to the “?ﬂ'
cont desiny In se :e ordtheflf-(he.ar, hear,)—or have altogether realized :;l:g“lﬁ.
mise of their :sﬁ"g anlk v‘mle natlon.ality. Like a virgin goddess in a pri ral
v m;rgin o o twak s in unconscious beauty among her golden wooc:lpm::wal
g . rmrmdrac Ies: .streams, catching but broken glances of hci :ad' it
e e Olon their snrf:ace, and scarcely recks as yet of th ".ﬂt
ympus of mations.” (Loud and long cheering.) © glories

It will be observed that in thi
: s speech Lord Dufferi
::us:;rzzs :)(;' i:nada in terms which no one who had nont :I::;: stl:)f e
: ul ve used. His declaratiol ot
sudy I n, that beyond th
Of ﬁc:eglii?l: i(;f th«; oq;mtry there stretches an enormou: l?::;:ll:
. . » S0 fertile, so profusely watered i

z;ld a clnna;_te as to. be de§tined to become the hox,nzngf p::?lsl?cifnmg "
descgrri:r:;r: l::or continents, is as a?curate as the splendid and am sh:neg
P e gave of these regions when in Manitoba, after l? i

y inspected great portions of the country, he ’d li 4 the
great speech hereafter to be quoted.* ’ clivered the

* In !,
e o oLff."l‘).oio;xsy. snl:::don letter we find the following : *“I once got
ot a0 omabas, ing from Kingston towards Piccndilly,«-—c.-scli:wi::n
gy de in order th :he mlgh.t enjoy a balmy April morning, and also a whi ‘
o ecd which e,ﬂ . Indl.ms told .Columbus, ‘destroys care.’ B |: ﬂ’-d‘
resat & middlesized man wtth a very intelligent countenance, who hudy )
mocratic position from evidently the un;e motive ::5:::
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That Lord Dufferin was regarded with respect and love by all
classes was further proved by the warm expressions used in addresses
which were poured in upon him from the various charitable, scientific
and other associations. A general review of his career up to the time
of his appointment to Canada, and of the almost universal feeling
with which his elevation was received, may thus be summed up. In
his own country, and especially in his own province of Ulster, where
his qualities as a landowner and a neighbor were best known, he was
highly popular. In the mingled force and grace of his character it
was admitted that he united the.shrewd practical energy and
activity of the North of Ireland, with the kindly humour and
generous sentiment of the South. In the discussion and settlement
of many intricate and embarrassing questions, and notably those

We had a good deal of conversation. He was particularly interested in America,
and indicated such an intimacy with its politics that he might have been mistaken for
an American, especially as there was very little of the Englishman in his appearance.
He had a face more Celtic than Saxon—a fine, intellectual forehead—a light,
soft eye,—in all, a face of delicate beauty, but at the same time vigorous in
expression. We discussed Tennyson's poetry, and that of Robert Browning.
Certain little observations made me aware that he was the personal friend
of both puets. But he was chiefly interested in American politics, taking very
heartily the side of the men of progress there, and asking many questions
about Wendell Phillips, and other reformers. He said it had been his privilege
to meet Senator Sumner when he was in Europe seeking to recover his health, and

was much pleased with him, but that he had felt deeply grieved by his speech on
the Alabama question. It did not at all do justice even to the devotion which
many of the highest classes, even the nobility—the Argyles, Granvilles, Howards,
Carlisles, Houghtons and others—had shewn to the cause of the North; much
less to the sacrifices which the great mass of working people had borne unmur-
muringly rather than countenance any of the propositions made for interfering with

the determination of the North to crush the rebellion. He rejoiced in the libera-
tion of America from slavery, and believed it would be reflected in England and

in Europe in a mighty advance of liberalism. He hoped still that the Alabams
difficulties would be surmounted, and England and America enter upon a friendship

such as they had never before known, and march together, on the highway of human

progress. I was much delighted with my companion’s ideas of literature, art, and
politics :—his fine eye, and his charming voice, and his beaming expression, con-
vinced me that T was in the presence of no ordinary man, - By the time we reached
Regent's Circus, cigars were ended—my new acquaintance alighted and disappeared
among the millions of London, with a fair prospect of remaining with me for the

time to come only as a pleasant omnibus-top memory. But it was not so to be.
A few evenings afterwards I happened to be in the Strangers’ Section of the House
of Lords. A debate in which I found little interest was going on, and my eyes
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relating to the Church and Land, he had taken a conspicuous and
decided part as a Liberal, without being the mere echo of a ministry
or a party. While expressing his opinions with freedom, and stand-
ing fast by his principles with ardour and sincerity, he counted
warm personal friends among strong political opponents ;—and when
he was about leaving his country to undertake, by the favor of
his Sovereign, imperial duties and responsibilities, all parties
concurred in doing him honor, and in wishing him a hearty and
affectionate farewell. It was universally admitted that numbers of
influential peoplc who only knew Lord Dufferin by the general
report of his public services and his private worth, had marked him
out for higher honors and rewards than those of a comparatively
obscure and subordinate member of an Administration. It was no

were wandering about from face to face, Jingering here and there upon one which
scemed like an historical figure-head of ancient aristocratic England, But a voice
struck me as one I had heard before. I could not be mistaken in that low, clear
tone. Certainly when I looked in the direction of the man who had begun to speak,

1 could not be mistaken. It was my friend of the omnibus-top. Dry as the theme
was—I have forgotten it—the speaker invested it with interest. He had looked

deeper into it than others,—knew the point on which the question turned, and in a
few simple words made the statement to which nothing could be added. This was
my first meeting with Lord Dufferin, but not, I am happy tosay, the last. It has
been my privilege to meet him in society, to listen to him, to know something of
his life, and my first impression has been more than confirmed. I am quite sure

that there is no one among the Peers of England who surpasses him in all that

goes to make the gentleman, the true-hearted man, and the refined scholar, The

appointment of Lord Dufferin to be the Governor General of Canada is at this
moment very sigmificant. It means ohvirusly that it is deemed important that

there should be in Canada, just now, one who has been all his life one of the most .
faithful friends of the United States ; and also one who, as an Irish nobleman, has

pursued a course towards his tenants in that country which has left him without an

enemy there. So far as America is concerned—even Irish America—his record is

without 2 blot, nor are these the only qualifications which Lord Dufferin has for the

post to which he is sent. Twelve years ago he was entrusted with the delicate

mission of settling difficulties between the natives and Christians in Syria, where

he displayed much capacity, and for his services was made K. C. B, He also

successfully compromised difficultics between the French and the Druses, and

shewed such great tact and ability in dealing with the Turks and other Orientals:
that many of the most influential men at once named him as the right man to

succeed Lord Mayo in Indis. There was, indeed, a slight disappointment in some.
quarters that Lord Northbrook should have been preferred for the post in question.

But Canada gains a great deal by it. England could send her no better man.”

| DU
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secret that, in an office generally supposed to be a sinecure, he was
often called upon to exhibit the aptitude and the readiness of a states-
man. Whether as & Royal Commissioner, or as a departmeutal
adviser, or as a clear and candid expositor of legislative measures
in his place in Parliament, he had, by his patient and meritorious
services, fairly earned his promotion to one of ghe highest appoint-
ments in the gift of the Crown. When the sudden and tragic
fate of Lord Mayo had added another name to the martyrology of
Indian rulers, the Earl of Duferin was certainly one of the favorite
candidates in Britain for the vacant Pro-consulate. But he was
reserved for a dignity only one degree less splendid and momentous
than the Vice-royalty of India, and one possibly more fitted to his
character and capacity. The Government of Canada was strictly
constitutional, and the Governor General had to rule as a constitu-
tional sovereign. For such a post it would have been difficult to
select a statesman better fitted by temperament, habit, and expe-
rience than one in whom the training and the discipline of the
English intellect was so happily mingled with the sympathetic charm
and the imaginative insight of the Irish genius. It was declared by
men best able to judge that the new Governor General of Canada
would bear with him across the ocean the best of passports to a
sound popularity, a brilliar:t success, and an instinctive sympathy with
the people over whose destinies he was to preside. It was pointed
out that his parting speech at Belfast would be welcomed on this side
the Atlantic as the pledge and presage of a beneficent and énlightened
guardianship. It was confidently predicted that the people of
Canada would appreciate the unaffected simplicity and sincerity of
Lord Dufferin’s declaration, that to serve his country had always
been the great passion of his life, and that, whatever his infirmities
or his imperfections, he would be sustained by the consciousness
of having never tumed aside from advocating what he believed
to be fair, just, and rightt It was said that the applause of
his countrymen and neighbors ratified this assurance, and bore
witness to the temper of the man, who had never been betrayed by
political controversy into personal rancour, and: who was going out

to his distant Government with the unanimous good wiil of all §

clasees and partics whom he was leaving behind, and who, to use his
own words were “ content to regard him henceforth as their common
servant, champion, and representative,—as emancipated from all taint
of political partisanship, and as actuated by a simple desire to serve

the nation at
and interpret
Britain towar
to one who cc
did at Belfast
transcending
glowing langu:
the Dominion,
of idle rhetori
responsibility
was a_labor of
that the cordia
and the repres:
of fulfilling the
the great kindr
which prcmisec
happy epoch in
That Lorg ]
was proven by
of Ireland whe
those large meas
has become 5o ¢
cessity of these
were enabled ¢
Protestant noble;
ment of the Prot
hensive measures
family, and living
county in Irelanc

forth the sole cha
the nobility of his
He pandered to -
popularity,

At Deﬂ'}', Lo

Mayor and Corp
appreciation of }
tulating him on hj
General of the )
Excellencies was
adjoining country,




3 going wut
will of all
), to use his
eir common
rom all taint
gire 10 serve

THE FARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 35

the nation at large.” It was well remarked that to embody, represent,
and interpret the affectionate feeling of all classes and of all parties in
Britain towards their Canadian fellow-subjects would be an easy task
to one who could express so vividly and so feelingly as Lord Dufferin
did at Belfast this sentiment of a common inheritance of patriotism,
transcending and effacing all local interests and jealousies. The
glowing language in which he described the aspects and resources of
the Dommlon, and pointed to its magnificent destinies, was no burst
of idle rhetoric, but the thoughtful outpouring of one for whom the
responsibility of watching over the peaceful conquests of civilization
was a labor of love, and an inspiring privilege. Nor was it forgotten
that the cordial fervor with which the chief of the Executive of Canada
and the representative of the British Crown anticipated the prospects
of fulfilling the duties of neighborly hospitality and good-will towards
the great kindred nation was less characteristic of the tact and temper
which prcmised to make Lord Dufferin’s administration in Canada a
happy epoch in the Western world.

That Lord Dufferin was a patriot in the highest sense of the word
was proven by his great services in the cause of the regeneration
of Ireland when Mr. Gladstone took office in 1872, and introduced
those large measures of church and land reforms with which his name
has become so closely identified. Lord Dufferin recognized the ne-
cessity of these changes long before the masses of the Irish people
were enabled to regard with complacent equa.mmxty the sight of a
Protestant nobleman advocating the disestablishment and disendow-
ment of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the passing of compre-
hensive measures of land reform. Born, as Lord Dufferin was, of a noble

| family, and living the greater part of his life in the most Protestant

county in Ireland, it required no small amount of courage to stand
forth the sole champion of religious equality and tenant right amongst
the nobility of his province. He never stooped to court popular favor.
He pandered to no prejudices for the sake of acquiring an ephemeral
popularity.

At Derry, Lord Dufferin was presented with an address by the
Mayor and Corporation on behalf of the citizens, expressing their
appreciation of his high character and great abilities, and congra-
tulating him on his appointment to the elevated position of Governor
General of the Dominion of Canada. A luncheon given to their
Excellencies was attended by all the notabilities of the city and the
adjoining country, and on 13th June they left the council chamber where
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the luncheon was given and were conveyed to the Allan Steamship,
w ivi ing of
Pru:sian bound to Quebec, where they arrived on the moming
¥

Tuesday, 25th June, 1872.

Sketch f the e:
Progress of
vinces in 183
~— His Repox
Upper and 1
Bagot’s Adm
March, 1843
1855—Rebel

Sir Edmund
for Confeders
1861 to 1868
federated 15t

John Young,

Cession of N
Vancouver Isl;
appointed Gov
Speech of Lory

THE history of

tory of a patem
'31'}' toa Pperson
of the constitutic
Like its great ex



CHAPTER IIL

CONTENTS.

Sketch .{ the early government of the British North American Provinces—Rise and
Progress of “ Constitutional ” or ¢ Responsible ” Government—Maritime Pro-
vinces in 1839——Lord Durham,Governor General, May, 1838, to November, 1838
— His Report—Lord Sydenham, October, 1838, to September, 1841—Union of
Upper and Lower Canada determined on—Lord Sydenham’s Rule—Sir Charles
Bagot's Administration, January, 1842, to March, 1843—Lord Metcalfe’s Rule,
March, 1843, to November, 1845—The Government of Lord Elgin, 1847 to
1855—Rebellion Losses Bill—Beautiful Farewell Address of Lord Elgin—
Sir Edmund Head, Governor General, January, 1855, to 1861-—Movement
for Confederation of the British North America Provinces—Lord Monck,
1861 to 1868—The two Canadas, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick Con-
federated 1st July, 1867—British Columbia moving for Confederation—Sir
John Young, afterwards Lord Lisgar, Governor General, 1868 to 1872—
Cession of North-West Territories to the Dominion—British Columbia and
Vancouver Island enter Confederation, 2oth July, 1871—The Earl of Dufferin
appointed Governcr Ceneral—Arrives at Quebec, 25th June, 1872——Farewell
Speech of Lord Lisgar.

THE history of the Imperial rule in British North America is the his-

tory of a paternal Government, gradually changing from a semi-mili-

tary to a personal character, and from a personal to the counterpart
of the constitution under which the parent country is now governed.*

Like its great exemplar, the Constitution of these Colonies has been

changed from time to time, to meet the needs of an ever varying

population ; the growth of liberty with us has kept pace with the
growth of liberty in the parent state, and each accession to popu-
lar power in Britain has been gradually, but surely, followed by a fresh

¢ In Canada this form of government is known as * Responsible Government.”
This, strictly speaking, is inaccarate. The proper term is ¢ Constitutional Govern-
ment,” but the former phrase has perhaps become too well established now to be

discarded
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accession to popular power in her great colonies of North America.
The ready willingness of the parent state to permit this accession
is the simple secret of the almost passionate loyalty of the Canadian
of 1878 to the British Crown. The rebellion of 1837-8 is but a seem-
ing contradiction of this general statement, since it was brought about
not by the unwillingness of the Imperial power to grant the reasonable
demands of a minority, but by the ill-advised measures of the Colonial
Executive itself.

The early Governors of the Provinces were usually, and almost
necessarily, military men. The people were not, it was supposed,
prepared even for the mild restraints which Britain imposed on a
conquered territory. In those early days Constitutional Government
in England, as now understood, was almost unknown. The power of
the Sovereign was very great. Each Sovereign was anxious to retain
it at its full height, and felt himself bound in honor to transmit it to
his heir undiminished in extent and unreduced in strength. He
looked upon the Colonies as part of his patrimony ; they were to him
an outlying possession, to be made happy, if possible, by gentle treat-
ment, but to be made subservient to the great interests of the parent
state, in any event, and to be held by a strong grasp, an iron one, if
necessary, as an appanage of the Imperial Crown forever. Thus it was
that restrictions were placed on Colonial industry. The trade measures
of the Provinces were invariably shaped to meet the interests of the
traders of Britain, and Pitt expressed in a sentence the whole policy of
Britain to her Transatlantic Empire when he said “ I will not permit
even a horse shoe nail to be manufactured in America.” This Imperial
policy, has always been changed, when the colonists have made a firm

demand for its modification. The early representatives of the Crown
were chosen, therefore, more as guardians of the Sovereign's propertics
than as guardians of the rights of the colonist,—more as assertors of the
Royal prerogative than of colonial freedom,—more for the purpose of
increasing the profits of Home trade than for the purpose of winning
the affections of a young people, struggling to create an independence
for themselves and their families, and a form of government relieved
from the heavy hand of a supervising power seated in a country differing
from their own in the most vital essentials. As arule these represen:
tatives of Imperial power knew but little of Constitutional Government,
and their instructions did not require them 1o begin its study. They,
were sent out as governors, and they, not unnaturally, considered tha
the more the people were permitted to govern themselves, the less wer
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they governors. When, therefore, they found their subjects disposed
to demand an increase of popular power, they instantly regarded the
demand as an attack on that indefinable territory commonly known
as the “ prerogative of the Crown,” and with a loyalty to their Sove-
reign, of which even we cannot well speak harshly, interposed the
powers with which they were amply provided to resist the encroach-
ments ol the people.

But as the Provinces grew in population, they grew in wealth ; as
they grew in wealth, they grew in intelligence; as they grew in
intelligence, they grew in power. They had passed from childhood,—
they were now in young manhood ; the old system of government was
daily becoming more unsuited to the genius and wants of the people,
and was therefore daily becoming more unpopular. The upheaval
in England which resulted in the passing of the Reform Bill was felt
wherever a British heart beat. The power of Colonial Governors in
British North America was fast decreasing,—the people discovered
that a peaceful but determined agitation in England was an engine
which would sooner or later crush both monarch and aristocracy, and
they were not slow to follow the example of the liberals of the old
country.

It will probably surprise many of our young politicians to learn
that even so late as 1829, during the Administration of Sir John
Colborne, no less than twenty-one bills passed by the Assembly
were thrown out in the Upper House, and in 1830 forty met the same
fate ; that among these was an Act repealing one by which the sum of
42,500 per year had been granted in perpetuity in aid of the civil
list ; that the Province in this, and many other points, presented the
unconstitutional spectacle of a Government requiring no moneys from
the Assembly ; that the Legislative Council, a creation of the Executive,
was not only not in harmony with the people as represented in the
Lower House, but offered a violent and contemptuous opposition to
their wishes ; that no restraint could be imposed on the Executive by
an annual vote of supply, or by the withholding of such a vote. In
effect, the Governor, supported by an Upper House of his own
choosing, was completely independent of the people.

It was in this year that we first hear of “ Responsible Government ”
for Upper Canada. The Hon. Mr. Stanley, (subsequently the Earl of
Derby), presented a petitionin the British House of Commons, signed
by three thousand inhabitants of Toronto, praying, among other things,
“that they might have a /oca/ and responsible administration.” In
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Lower Canada, the Liberals desired an elective Upper House, since
they hoped by that means to secure what they termed Constitutional
Government, while in Upper Canada, the same party desired to get
the Executive into their hands as a means of securing the same object.
In Lower Canada, the domination of a race and a religion was sought ;
in Upper, the domination of the principle of Responsible Government.

The struggle for an extension of popular power in Lower Canada,
through an elective Upper House, and in Upper Canada through a
ministry responsible to the Lower House, continued with increasing
acrimony until it terminated in the rebellion of 1837, headed by L. J.
Papineau in the Lower Province, and by W. L. Mackenzie in the
Upper. With regard to the first it may safely be said that every
reasonable concession had been made by the Imperial power, but the
French leaders had evidently determined to be satisfied with nothing
less than independence—while in Upper Canada it may as safely be
said that no great body of the people desired independence, and that
the outbreak might have been prevented by common prudence and
good management.*

In Upper Canada, Sir Francis Bond Head conducted his Adminis-
tration on the supposition that the *maintenance of the connection
with Great Britain depended upon his triumph over the majority of
the Assembly.” + But the idea of governing on constitutional principles,
as they are now understood, never occurred to him. In Lower
Canada the struggle was not, as in the sister Province, one between a
Government and the people; it was a contest between two nations,
the British and the French, ¢ warring in the bosom of a single state.”}
It was a struggle, not of principles, but of races.

The rising in both Provinces was speedily crushed. In February,
1838, the constitution of Lower Canada was suspended by the Imperial
Parliament, and the Earl of Durham was appointed Governor General,
and also High Commissioner “for the adjustment of certain important
affairs affecting the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada.”

® 1 am inclined to view the insurrectionary movements which did take place
as indicative of no deep-rooted dissatisfaction, and to believe that almost the entire
body of the reformers of this Province (Upper Canada) sought only by con-
st:tutiona] means to obtain those objects for which they had so long peaceably
struggled before the unhappy troubles occasioned by the violence of a few
unprincipled adventurers and heated enthusiasts.” Lord Durham’s Report, 118,

t Lord Durham’s Report, 112.
§ Ibid, 8.
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The system which had broken down in the Canadas was that
under which, with some unimportant differences. the Maritime Pro-
vinces were governed. These had not been violently disturbed, but
the defects of the general system were common to all. In each, the
people were represented by an Assembly elected by themselves, but
also in each the Executive was irresponsible, and there was, conse-
quently, the same constant collision between the different branches of
the Government,—the same abuse of the powers of the representative
bodies, inverted by the anomaly of their position, and the want of good
municipal institutions,—and the same constant interference of the
Imperial power in matters of a purely local character. That there was
but little discontent in these eastern portions of British North
America was to be attributed to the fact that important departures
from the ordinary course of the colonial system had been made, and a
nearer approach to Responsible, or Constitutional, Government had
been secured.

Such was the political condition of the Canadas and the Maritime
Provinces in 1839. The attempt to rule a free people, armed with the
power of representative institutions, through an irresponsible Execu-
tive met the only fate it deserved. The Imperial policy kept the
Colonies in a state of constant irritation, and yet the authorities in
Britain were sincerely desirous to govern with justice and mildness.
The true system of a thoroughly Constitutional Government had not
yet been adopted even in England, and we should not judge harshly
the Ministers of Britain, because they did not give to the Dependen
cies a system better than the one they themselves possessed. Their
Colonial policy was an utter failure. In Britain the agitation attending
the passage of the Reform Bill enlarged the ideas and expanded
the minds of all classes, and the enlightened views of the Liberals of
that country were immediately reflected in the new system which the
events of 1837-8 in the Canadas rendered absolutely necessary.

In February, 1838, an Act was passed by the Imperial Legislature
suspending the Constitution of Lower Canada,—and making temporary
provision for its government by a Special Council, whose ordinances
were to be law. The Earl of Durham was appointed Govemor
General, and also Her Majesty’s High Commissioner “for the adjust-
ment of certain important affairs affecting the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada.”

He arrived at Quebec, 27th May, 1838, and returned to England 3rd
November following, having secured the materials for his celebrated
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report. This admirable state paper had a most important effect
on the political condition of the British North American possessions,
since it led to the union of Upper and Lower Canada,*—the establish-
ment of Responsible Government, and the generat melioration of the
Colonial policy of the Empire. But Lord Durham had not the honor
of carrying out the great scheme of his report. On his sudden depar-
ture from the country he left Sir John Colborne to govern Lower
Canada—while Sir Francis Bond Head was pursuing his disastrous
course in the Upper Province. On the removal of Sir Francis in
March, 1838, Sir George Arthur was appointed his successor ; and
when Sir John Colborne retired from Lower Canada in October, 1839,
he was succeeded by Mr. Poulett Thomson.t The Union of the
two Provinces had now been determined on by the Imperial authorities,
and they had also resolved on the concession of Constitutional or
Responsible Government. The despatch of Lord John Russell of
14th October, 1839, is a full and clear exposition of the principles of
Responsible Government as now understood.f Mr. Thomson was
deputed to secure the assent of the two Canadas to the Union and,

* The Bill of the Imperial Parliament, consummating this Union, framed on
resolutions passed by the Special Council of Lower Canada, 13th November, 1839,
and by thetwo Houses of Upper Canada in the following month received the Royal
Assent 23rd July, 1840, but, by a suspending clause, it d.d not take efect until 1oth
February, 1841, when it was declared in force by proclamation.

t Raised to the Peerage in 1840, Ly the t.tle of « Baron Sydenham of Kent snd
of Toronto.” )
1 As the principles of Responsible Government seem yet to be but indistinetly

understood in the Province of Quebec, a careful consideration of this despateh is
' The
Sovereign using the prerogative of the Crown to the utmost extent, and the House
of Commons exerting its power of the purse, to carry all its resolutions ipto

recommended and especial notice is drawn to the following sentences :

immediate effect, would produce confusion in the country in less than a twélve-

month, So, in & colony: the Governor thwarting every legitimate proposiian of
the Assembly ; and the Assembly continnally recurring to its power of refusing
supplies, can but disturb all political relations, embarrass trade, and I!tllll th
prosperity of the people. Each must exercise a wise moderation. The Governot
maust only oppose the wishes of the Assembly where the honor of the Crown or
the interests of the Empire are deeply concerned.” An address was presented to
Lord Sydenham by the Assembly, in order to elicit a distinct expression of his
On 14th January, 1840, he sent
down a message in reply, in which he declared * that he had been commanded by
Her Majesty to administer the Government in accordance with the well-understood
wishes of the people ; and to pay to their feelings, as expressed through their repre.

views on the question of Responsible Government,

sentatives, the deference that was justly due to them.”
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when secured, he was charged with the duty, as Governor General, of
carrying out the liberal and enlightened views of the Imperial Adminis-
tration, as set forth in Lord John Russell’s despatch. He fully concurred
in these views. He saw clearly that it was absolutely necessary to
make the members of the Government directly responsible to the
House of Assembly, as in England. He succeeded in both objects,
and Lord Sydenham was the first Governor of any portion of the
Britich Possessions in North America who attempted to rule his
province avowedly under the principles of Responsible Government.
He enjoyed the triumphant results of his great labors for but a brief
period. Incessant work for the preceding two years had undermined
a constitution naturally delicate. The fall of his horse, while out riding,
on 4th September, 1841, fractured his leg, causing a severe wound above
the knee. His weak frame succumbed, and Canada, on the 1gth of
that month, lost the ahlest Governor and the most valuable ruler who
had hitherto guided her in her young life.*

But the principle of Constitutional Government was only initiated
under Lord Sydenham,—it was by no means fully developed under his
Administration,—in fact, it is doubtful if it ever would have been, for,
though an exceptionally able man, he possessed a dominating spirit,—
was tenacious of power, and had a firm reliance on his own personal
fitness to govern. But the principle had made a vast stride : it had
been specifically granted by the Imperial Government,—its full practice
had been solemnly urged upon the Governors sent to Canada in the
instructions and despatches of the Home Office,—and the system of
governing through the active personal interference of the Executive
had been formally abandoned.

Sir Charles Bagot, the successor of Lord Sydenham, arrived at King-
ston, then the seat of Government, on the 1oth January, 1842, and,
though his antecedents led many to suppose he would check the pro-
gress of Constitutional Government, as he was known to be a High
Churchman and a Tory of the old school, he was even more liberal
than Lord Sydenham, who had been unwilling to admit to his councils
any one who had been unfavorably connected with the late rebellion.
But Sir Charles Bagot, adopting the true reading of the principles of
Constitutional Government, stood firmly on the broad ground that the

® At his own desire Lord Sydenham was buried where he died, in Kingston,
then the seat of Government, and it reflects no credit on the Dominion of Canada
that no fitting monument to this really great Governor General has not yet been
erected to his memory. )
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constitutional majority had the right to rule, and he therefore deter- The Refo
mined to use whatever party he found capable of supporting a minis- the power of
try. ‘The result was that a new Administration was formed, composed and one of it
of French Canadians from Lower Canada, under the leadership of Mr. policy, which
Lafontaine, and that section of the Reform party in Upper Canada Constitutiona)
then led by Mr. Baldwin. yetseen. Hi
The failing health of Sir Charles compelled him to resign at the April, 1849, w
close of the year, and he was succeeded by Sir Charles Metcalfe, who This bill had
arrived at Kingston on the 25th March, 1843. This ‘very able and unusual even |
very excellent man misconceived his duties, and misunderstood his been condemr
position as ruler of a country possessed of the principle of Constitu- length and br
tional Government. He attempted to resuscitate the old system, and of the leading
maintained that he had the right to select the execut.ve officers of the of Governmen
Crown. His short term was a scene of constant irritation among the of the measure
people ;—his policy was a disastrous failure ; and, when illness com- “outrage "—*
pelled him to resign his charge, in the month of November, 1845, he —serious riots
left the country, probably, with small regret. He had essayed to check so fierce was r:
the expansion of the great principle of Constitutional Government, and that Lord Elgi
had met with determined resistance and inglorious defeat. for the assent ¢
On Lord Metcalfe’s resignation, Lieutenant General Earl Cathcart, of Responsible
then commanding the Forces in Canada, was appointed Administrater aflight. His
of the Government until the arrival of the new Governor General, the mined to face
Earl of Elgin, who reached, on the 3oth January, 1847, Montreal, then lency, and at ti
the seat of government. With the advent of Lord Elgin came the April.  On the
full development of the system of Constitutional Government. He House furnishe
was the first Governor who fully grasped the breadth and depth of its measure had in
principles, and who loyally worked them out. Lord Elgin was no had attacked tk
ordinary man. Of very high educational attainments, he had in turn assembled in C
dealt with the various interests of the Empire, and had enjoyed unusually Premier, Mr. 1
good opportunities of studying many different forms of Colonial Gov- windows of th
emment. His connection with the family of Lord Durham gave him Cameron, two
a special interest in that nobleman’s views of Canada, as embodied in wrecked the dw
his report, and he entered on his duty as Governor General strongly _
impressed with their excellence, and with a firm determination to work Ministers who did |
them out.* . of the people ; and
: by his Ministry, unl

* His biographer, Mr. Walrond, in his Life of Lord Elgin, page 34, says: or the people 'Woﬂ!é
“ The principles on which he undertook to conduct the affairs of the colony were, . Lord ljllﬁfn hir
flectual vindicatior

that he should identify himself with no party, but make himself a mediator

and moderator between the influential of all parties; that he should have no Riccess of & Goverr

Girly.” Walrond,
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The Reform Bill in England was doing its work. The extension of
the power of the people was a contraction of the power of the Crown,
and one of its most direct effects was the total change of colonial
policy, which created in Lord Elgin the first true representative of
Constitutional Government the British Colonies of North America had
yetseen. His loyalty to his principles was putto a crucial test on 26th
April, 1849, when he assented to the celebrated Rebellion Losses Bill.
This bill had from the first been met with a fierceness of hestility
unusual even in the wildest excitement of Canadian politics. It had
been condemned at hundreds of public meetings held throughout the
length and breadth of the United Provinces—numerous deputations
of the leading men of the Conservative party had been sent to the seat
of Government to press on His Excellency the injustice and danger
of the measure—the press was filled with denunciation of the proposed
“ outrage "—* No pay to rebels ” became the watchword of thousands
—serious riots occurred in various parts of the Province, and a storm
so fierce was raised that many thoughtful men convinced themselves
that Lord Elgin would take refuge in the device of reserving the bill
for the assent of Her Majesty. But his construction of the principles
of Responsible Government did not permit him to seek safety by such
aflight. His Ministry, sustained by a majority in both houses, deter-
mined to face the tempest; they demanded the assent of His Excel-
lency, and at the risk of his life he gave it on the morning of the 26th
April.  On the next moming the smoking ruins of the Parliament
House furnished gloomy evidence of the intense hate which the
measure had inspired, and within the next twenty-four hours the mob
had attacked the Old Government House, where the Ministry were
assembled in Council ; had completely wrecked the dwelling of the
Premier, Mr. Lafontaine, and burned his stables; had smashed the
windows of the temporary residences of Mr. Baldwin and Mr.
Cameron, two of the leading Upper Canada Ministers, and had
wrecked the dwellings of other prominent supporters of the obnoxious
Ministers who did not enjoy the confidence of the Assembly, or, in the last resort,
of the people ; and that he should not refuse his consent to any measure proposed
by his Minjstry, unless it were of an extreme party character, such as the Assembly
or the people would be sure to disapprove.”

Lord Elgin himself said : I still adhere to my opinion that the real and
eficctual vindication of Lord Durham’s memory and proceedings will be the
mccess of & Governor General of Canada who works out his views of government
firly,” Walrond, p. 41.
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il, His Excellency was attacked in
bi'“. S"lbse%uetl;:yr,nzll; tz::g ZTnﬁs;; escaped death. These disgrace-
e cm:‘:lin);s led L(’n'd Elgin to tender his resignatiqn, but Her
le'lIlajz:t); and her Ministers prom*;:.tly c:xpres:i:: l:l:x; 5;2; appﬁ:ai,:

i im to re .
o conduc:’)seanl:ien:f;:?;:gvedtly both Houses of the Impe.rial
Com'se Was's‘l d gms the principles of Constitutional or Responsnble
P at:zre triumphantly sustained in a case, where, if in any, a
e wld have been justified in reserving the bill _fqr the
e oroval wt(;\u Imperial Executive or even in dismissing his Ministers.
apl?mval . ;e wg.se pressed on Lord Elgin, but he nobl)t held to the
Tl?ls ﬁrXSt ct(:u which his rule was to be governed, and replied th_at. had
zmtl:k‘;:s suc’:’h a step he would have thrown on Her. Majesty’s Ministers
llfe responsibility which should .proper!y rest on :nmself. o the wishes

It was said that Lord Elgin carried h\‘s deference g rishes
of the people, as expressed through then‘_ represen: v:sinmuy ¢
Assembly, to an undue extent,—an extent v;vhlch made him Vitually &
;nere figure head, without actua'l power in the Governm
country. To this remark he replied:

is more room for the exercise
“‘ g mth:hepc:: ntz:far{;ethgo:::n':r under my system® than under
e wver before devised ;—an influence, however, wholly moral,
- e eve:;f Wm‘ sympathy, and moderation, which softens the temper,
o lﬂﬂ‘lﬂwl:m the :rievu of local politics. As the Imperisl Government
wluleP ltli:mem gradually withdraw from legislative interference, and from the
- '"of tronage in Colonial affairs, the office of Governor tends to become,
o e ot o1 hatic sense of the term, the link which connects the Mother Co|.m-
o e e(IJ‘;)l;ony and his influence the means by which harmony of action
e local ll;d Imperial authorities is to be preserved. It is not, however,
Pﬂmn th;l o?udgment by evincing an anxious desire to stretch. to the utmost,
inmy hfm le linciplu ;n his favor, but, on the contrary, by the formal accepumlx
consumm, al of the Parliamentary system, that this inﬂuen?e can bemost surely
e condmo:nﬁrmed Placed by his position above the strife of pum?:,——hold-
exte:;‘d ;bd‘ tenure leu pmﬁoﬁ than the ministers who. surround hun..—‘l:vi;
f“g o l’{iml interest to serve but that of the community whose nﬂ’urs <
i m it administer, his opinion cannot fail, when all cause for n'lplcmtf
lPPﬂM t::e'm(:wed, to ’have great weight in the Colonial Councils, wlulle he is :;
jealousy is :
at libcr{y to coustitute himself in ; esrmu:'nmhedp:dn:; t(:(onu:o::d :‘rg:o od
e rial ptogrm,—m‘:hi:xn:;ei"t:{)nm;u. :lu::h, unlike the contests of pasty, unite,
mdivﬂing the members of the body politic.”

—

* The system of Responsible Government.
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“The Canadian Tory Rebellion of 1849,” as Lord Elgin called it,
having died out, the Province proceeded on its progress of improve-
ment, without any further strain on its institutions during his admin-
istration. His term of office having expired in the latter part of 1854
he left Canada, but before his departure he had the almost inexpres-
sible satisfaction of knowing that his loyalty to the principles of Con-
stitutional Government had at last received its due reward,—for the
dislike and hostility of 1849 had changed into affection and support ;
the hot fires of religious and sectional feeling had burned low ; the
insults by which he had been overwhelmed had been deeply regretted
and honestly atoned for,—and now, when he was about to leave the
country forever, he was deluged with expressions of love and admira-
tion, and he departed, laden with the respect and good wishes of a
people, who, though sometimes hasty, are never lorg unjust, and who,
though sometimes carried away by the heat of party, are ever ready,
s0 so0n as reason returns, frankly to acknowledge their error, and ask
forgetfulness of the past.

He left Canada in a blaze of popularity, and in his farewell speech
at Montreal he feelingly and gracefully alluded to the past in the
following beautiful and touching words: *

‘* And again permit me to assure you that when I leave you, be it sooner or
later, 1 shall carry away no recollections of my scjourn among you except such as
are of a pleasing character. I shall remember, and remember with gratitude, the
cordial reception I met with at Montreal when I came, a stranger among you,
bearing with me for my sole recommendation the commission of our Sovereign.
I shall remember those carly months of my residence here, when I learned, in this
beautiful neighborhood, to appreciate the charms of 2 bright Canadian winter day,
and to take delight in the cheerful music of your sleigh bells. I shall remember one
glorious afternoon,—an afternoon in April, when looking down from the hill at
Monklands, on my return from transacting business in your city, 1 behelda that the
vast plain stretching out before me, which I had always seen clothed in the white
gurb of winter, had assumed on a sudden, and, as if by enchantment, the Lvery of
spring ; while your noble St. Lawrence, bursting through his icy fetters, had begun
to sparkle in the sunshine, and to murmur his vernal hymn of thanksgiving to the
bounteous Giver of light and heat. I shall remember my visits to your Mechanics’
Institutes, and Mercantile Library Associations, and the kind zttention with which
the advice which I tendered to your young men and citizens was received by them.
I shail remamber the undaunted courage with which the merchants of this city,
while suffering under the pressure of a commercial crisis of almost unparalleled

* ¢ This speech was listened to with tears by'a ccowded audience in the very
Plice where, & few years before, he had been so scandalously ontraged and insult-

n,

- ) 365
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severity, urged forward that great work which was the first step towards placing
Canada in her proper position in this age of railway progress. I shall remember
the energy and patriotism which gathered together in thi. vity specimens of Canadian
industry, from all parts of the Provir.ce, for the World’s Fair, and which has been
the means of rendering this magnificeat conception of the illustrious Consort of our
beloved Queen more serviceable to Canada than it has, perhaps, proved to any other
of the countless communities which have been represented there. And I shall forget,
but, no ; what I might have had to forget is forgotten already, and, therefore, I
cannot tell you what I shall forget.”

Sir Edmund Walker Head, having been appointed to succeed
Lord Elgin as Governor General of Canada, arrived at Quebec in the
early part of the year, and opened Parliament on the 23rd February,
1855. .

The Administration of Sir Edmund Head is notable chiefly from the
fact that it was under his rule the idea of Confederation of the Pro-
vinces gained much strength. This scheme had, in fact, been pro-
pounded by a member of the Executive Council of Nova Scotia as
far back as 1806 ; but it met with no response from Canada. In
May, 1838, some time previous to the date of Lord Durham’s Report,
a scheme for Colonial Union was promulgated by Mr. Howe of
Halifax, and that well-krown and very able man, at that early period,
sketched a plan of the Confederation of the Provinces of Newfound-
land, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, and the two Canadas,
very similar to the “Quebec scheme ” of 1864, which formed the
basis of the British North America Act of 1867,—the Act of
Union. In the following year, 1839, the report of Lord Durham
appeared, in which he strongly urged the Union of all the Colonies.
Fifteen years passed away without any practical eflfort being made to
carry ou: the project. On 10th February, 1854, resolutions in favor of a
union or confederation of the British North American Provinces were
carried in the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia, and the Lieutenant
Governor was requested “ to make known to Her Majesty, and to the
Governments of the Sister Provinces of Canada, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island,” the opinion of the Houses that such a union
or confederation “on just principles, while calculated to perpetuate
their connection with the parent state, will promote their advancement
and prosperity, increase their strength and influence, and elevate their
position,” and he was also desired “ by correspondence with the
Imperial and Provincial Governments, and by all means in His
Excellency’s power, to urge and facilitate the consideration of the
measure.” In 1857 another step was taken, and again by Nova
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Scotia. In the summer of that year, a delegation, consisting of the
Hon. Messrs. J. W. Johnston, and A. G. Archibald,* both of Nova
Scotia, proceeded to England, instructed by the Nova Scotia Ministry
to bring the subject of a union of the Colonies under the notice of the
Colonial Secretary, with a view to effective action being taken.

In the following year (1858) after many appeals, direct and
indirect, from Nova Scotia, Canada, for the first time, appears on the
scene as an active negotiator. She was approaching the dead-lock,
which eventually compelled her to look to Confederation as the only
escape from the difficulty. In that year a general election in Upper
Canada resulted in a large majority for the Reformers, while
in Lower Canada, the returns were just the reverse, the Rouge party
being in a large minority. When the Legislature met, the Ministry of
Mr. (now Sir) John A. Macdonald was forced to abandon the * double
majority ” principle. He was immediately charged with subjecting
Upper Canada to French domination ; and the Reform party at once
began the advocacy of ‘ Representation by Population” without
regard to the boundaries of the Provinces, as the only means by which
Upper Canada could exert her proper influence in legislation. This
was the germ of Confederation, for, as time passed on, the duty of
carrying on the Government became each day more difficult. The
parties were so evenly balanced that neither could command a
working majority in the House of Assembly, and, after the formation
and breaking down of several Ministries, a serious attempt to secure
Confederation was resolved upon.

On 28th February, 1860, the Canadian Parliament met at Quebec,
Mr. George Brown moved two resolutions, the first was :

¢ That the existing Legislative Union of the Provinces had failed to reali ze the
anticipations of its promoters,—had resulted in heavy debt, great political abuse,
and aniversal dissatisfaction, and that the Union could no longer be continued with
«dvantage to the people.”

The second proposed :

¢ That the true remedy for these evils will be found in the formation of two
or more local Governments, to which shall be committed all maters of a sectional
character ; and the erection of some ¢ joint authority ” to dispose of the affairs
common to all.”

These were lost at the time, but the pnncnple involved in them
was ultimately adopted as the only solution of the increasing difficul
ties in carrying on the government of the country.

* Now, Lieut, Goversue of Nova Scotia.

' : »
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On 15th April, 1861, the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia
passed resolutions sem. com. urging the expediency of a union,
and requesting the Lieutenant Governor to communicate with the
Colonial Secretary, the Governor General of Canada, and the
Lieutenant Governors of the other Provinces in order to ascertain
the policy of Her Majesty’s Government, and the opinions of
the other Colonies, with a view to the consideration of the question
of Confederation. A year passed away before action was taken on
this resolution ; but,in 1862, Mr. Howe, its mover, and head of the
Nova Scotia Ministry, proceeded, with two other members of his cabinet
as delegates to Quebec, where they met delegations from the Govern-
ments of Canada and New Brunswick assembled for the purpose of
settling on a scheme of union. The mission failed :~—Canada was not
ripe for the movement. In October of 1861, Sir Edmund Head was
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Prince Edward Island. It was soon discovered that some of them
really desired a union of the Maritime Provinces alone. In the mean-
time delegates from Canada arrived, who proposed to confer with their
fellow-colonists on the subject of a union of all the British North
American Provinces. This proposal was cordially and unanimously
accepted, and Newfoundland volunteered to join in the negotiations.
The conference was therefore adjourned to Quebec, where a conven-
tion met on the roth October, 1864. It was composed of thirty-
three representatives from the Provinces of United Canada, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, and Prince Edward Island.
Seventy-two resolutions were adopted as the basis of Confederation,
which were to be submitted to the Legislatures of the different Pro-
vinces, and the final decision was to be made by the Imperial Parlia-
ment. This is known as the “ Quebec Scheme,” and on it was based
The British North America Act of 1867—the Act of Union.

But now unexpected difficulties arose. Both Upper and Lower
Canada were anxious for union. Their governments had come to a dead-
lock, and so strong and universal was the popular opinion in its favor
that no one even seriously mooted the idea of submitting the “Scheme ”
to a new Assembly elected for the purpose of ascertaining the views of
the country. It was considered, as the. fact really was, that the action
of the existing House, though nct elected with any special view to legis-
lation on the question, wquld be satisfactory to the people. The British
Government warmly approved the scheme, and Mr. Cardwell, the
Colonial Minister, lost no time in urging on the Lieutenant Governors of
the Provinces the desirability of taking immediate and eflective action
onit. New Brunswick was the first to move. Her Parliament was dis-
solved, that the sense of the people might be ascertained on the question.
But the electors, taken by surprise, and alarmed at the magnitude of
the change involved in a scheme which they had not had time or
opportunity to discuss, refused their assent. The Ministry resigned,
and an anti-confederate one took its place. The Confederates of Nova
Scotia took waming, and determined to wait further developments in
New Brunswick. The Colonial Office, while placing such pressure on
New Brunswick as the relations of parent state and colony permitted,
did not urge Nova Scotia for a reply. Early in 1866, another election
was brought on in New Brunswick, and a re-action having set in, the
vote of the previous year was reversed,—the assent of the people to
the union was constitutionally obtained, and its terms were cheerfully
and loyally accepted. . Now, Nova Scotia moved, but she did not, like
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New Brunswick, dissolve her Parliament, and seek approval of the pro-
posed union from an Assembly elected for the purpose of deciding on
the scheme. She used the existing House, disregarding numerous peti-
tions for a dissolution, and the Confederates triumphed. But it was a
dearly bought victory. The conduct both of the Imperial and of the
Colonial Government was fiercely assailed, and a deep bitterness of feel-
ing was created which is hardly yet removed. In truth, the policy was,
to say the least, unwise. It was not just,—and it placed a strain on Con-
stitutional Government which it bore with difficulty. The facts seem
to be, that the Imperial Ministers were somewhat too willing to believe
the representations, doubtless made to them by the Confederates of the
Province ; and deeply impressed with the conviction that the policy
was one of good to all as a whole, and to each Province as a unit,
they consented to a little constitutional wrong in order to secure a
great material benefit. Itled, however, to serious inconveniences, and
the experiment will, doubtless, not soon be repeated of placing a Pro-
vince in a union upon which its people had been given no specific
opportunity of expressing their opinion at the polls, though this
opportunity had been demanded by addresses, deputations, and re-
presentations through the press. The enlightened ideas now enter-
tained of Constitutional Government would doubtless restrain the hand
of an Imperial Minister who should contemplate such an act.*

From the 3rd to the 13th February, 1865, the debate on Confedera-

tion continued in the Canadian Assembly. Mr. John A. Macdonald
moved :

“ That a committee consisting of himself, Messrs. Cartier, Galt, Brown,
Rob:taille and Haultain, he appointed to draft an Address to Her Majesty on the
subject of the Union of the Colonies of British North America.”

® It is only proper to notice that the course pursued by the Imperial Govern-
ment has been ably and warmly defended on the following grounds :  Firstly,

constitutionally it was not bound to ask for any expression of feeling, or opinion,
on the part of the people of Nova Scotia by a plediscite, or otherwise, before pass:
ing the Act of Union, Secomdly. Admitting for argument’s sake that these fecl-
ings and opinions should have been ascertained and consulted, the Imperial Author-
ities, in the summer or autumn of 1866, were put in possession of what they were
constitutionally bound to consider the expression of Nova Scotia’s feelings and
opinions, for they were placed in possession of the solemnly avowed sentiments of
the Parliamentary Representatives of the Province. And, s4irdly, the Imperial
Government, without being under any sort of obligation to concern itself to know
whether the constitutional representatives of Nova Scotia represented the real
sentiments of their constituents, or not, had the best of reasons for supposing that

they did represent them. ‘¢ The Repeal Agitation,” by P. S. Hamilton. .
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After four amendments had been lost, the resolution was carried by
a large majority. This vote established Confederation. Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick had adopted the scheme, but Newfoundland and
Prince Edward Island left the question in abeyance.

On the 8th June, 1866, Parliament commenced its first sittings in the
new buildings at Ottawa. The Ministry immediately took the neces-
sary steps to complete the work of Confederation, and the House
adjourned on the 18th August. Delegates from the two Canadas,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick lost no time in proceeding to England
to effect a final arrangement of the terms for their Federal Union.
On the 7th of February, 1867, the Bill for Confederation was introduced
in the British House of Commons, by the Colonial Secretary, the
Earl of Camarvon. It passed rapidly through all the necessary stages,
and received the Royal Assent on the 28th day of that month.

It came into force 1st July, 1867.

By ¢ The British North America Act, 1867,” the four Provinces of
Upper Canada, Lower Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
were federated under the name of “THE DoMINION oF CANADA.”
Upper Canada was changed into “ Ontario,” and Lower Canada
into “ Quebec.” The first day of July, 1867, was celebrated with great
rejoicing as “ Dominion Day.” At Ottawu, the seat of the New
Government, Chief Justice Draper administered the oath of Governor
General of the Dominion to Lord Monck, who, by command of Her
Majesty, conferred upor the Hon. John A. Macdonald the order of
Knighthood, and upon the Honorables Messrs. Howland, McDougall,
Cartier,* Galt, Tilley and Tupper, the Companionship of the Bath.
The Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald became the first Premier of the
Dominion. The Hon. W. P. Howland, C.B., was appointed lieuten-
ant Governor of Ontario ; Sir Narcisse Belleau, of Quebec ; the Hon.
Mr. Wilmot, of New Brunswick ; and Lieut.-General Doyle, of Nova
Scotia.

Discontent soon began to shew itself in Nova Scotia. Her repug-
nance to the Union now took a distinct shape in the complaint that
she had given up much more than she had received,—and that her
share of the public revenues would not meet the current expenses of
her government ; this position was maintained by the Anti-Unionists,
and at the elections for the Commons and the Local Legislature a large
anti-confederate majority was returned.  On the 18th September, 1867,

—

* The Hon. Mr. Cartier was subsequently nominated a Knight,
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the startling news was sent through the Dominion that in these elec-
tions the Confederate party had met with a terrible defeat. Out of
eighteen members of the Commons, but one Confederate, Dr. Tupper,
was returned,—and out of thirty-eight members of the Local House of
Assembly but two Confederates had survived the storm of public opinion.
This disastrous turn of affairs spread gloom among the friends of the
Union, for it was feared that New Brunswick would sympathize with
the victorious Anti-Confederates of Nova Scotia, and that the combined
opposition of these two Provinces would endanger the whole Union.
Here was the natural result of the ill-advised haste with which Union
had been imposed on Nova Scotia, for it soon became evident that a
large proportion of the people had supported the Anti-Union cause
in the recent elections, not so much from love of it as from dislike to
the mode by which they had been carried into Confederation. The
magnitude of their success surprised and embarrassed the conquerors
themselves, for the serious question now presented itself: “ What
shall we do with our victory?” They were compelled to adopt some
policy, and, after much halting, it was authoritatively announced by the

Attorney-General, Mr. Wilkins, the Premier, and one of the chiefs of

the Anti-Confederates, in a manifesto issued in December, 1867, that
the ultimate aim of the party was Repeal. Mr. Howe, the real leader

of the movement, now began to hesitate. He had loyally fought the

battle of the Anti-Unionists up to this point, but the more ardent
spirits had compromised themselves and him by openly tampering
with disloyalty,—dallying with treason,—advocating annexation,
and hinting at the material aid which they would reccive from

American * Sympathizers” in the event of their throwing off

their allegiance to the British Crown. This was excessively
repugnant to Mr. Howe ; his feelings of loyalty were outraged, and
his sense of reason was shocked. “The old flag,” he said, * must
float above us still, and be revered and respected until we receive
our answer from England” It soon came. A deputation, con-
sisting of Messrs. Howe, Annand, Troop and Smith, went to
England to lay their case at the foot of the Throne. They were
instructed to accept nothing but the Repeal of the Union, but
they soon found, what every one out of the House already felt, that
such a demand would not be yielded by the Imperial Government.
Their case was brought before the British House of Commons, where,
by a large majority, a Committee of Inquiry was refused, and in the
Lords the motion for one was withdrawn. The Duke of Buckingham,
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then the Secretary for the Colonies, immediately conveyed to Lord
Monck the official reply of the British Cabinet to the Delegates. It
was in substance that the Act of Union could not be repealed,—but
the Dcminion Government was ii:vited to remove all just grievances,
and deal as generously as possible with the Province. In obedience
to this suggestion Sir John A. Macdonald, accompanied by some other
Ministers, visited Halifax in September, 1867, and attended the Repeal
Convention then sitting, with a view accurately to ascertain their wishes,
—but nothing was done : the Ministers complained that the malcon-
tents declined to specify their demands ; the malcontents complained
that the Ministers made no offers ; and in a few days t:2 Convention
formally reported its determination to continue the agitation for Repeal.
Their chief support, however, was slowly but surely failing them. Mr.
Howe was gradually widening the breach between them and himself.
He clearly saw that Repeal could not be obtained, and he scouted the
idea of force or annexation. He had fought the battle bravely and
well, but now, when he saw himself defeated, he was prepared grace-
fully to accept the position, and loyally to assist in the smooth working
of a union which had become an irrevocable fact. His mind was too
noble,—his vision too clear to persist in a bootless warfare which must
end in utter defeat, and the protraction of which must keep the Prov-
ince in a state of constant irritation, to the great injury of all its
material and industrial interests. The delegates were, on the opening
of the House, after their fruitless errand to England, to receive the
thanks of the Assemoly for their services. Mr. Howe's seat was
vacant,—the breach between him and his former friends was now com-
plete. He justified his course by alleging that he found his party had
become unmanageable,—that he had to choose between treason if he re-
mained with them, and loyalty by leaving them, and he could not hesitate
a moment in the choice. It was soon scen that the Assembly could do
nothing ; the prestige of the Anti-Confederates quickly disappeared,—
their credit for honesty of purpose was lost,—their inactivity proved
their weakness, and the Unionists now felt that the victory was, at last,
their own, though they knew that it would take time, and that some
trouble would be involved, in bringing the Province to a state of perfect
quiet on this harassing subject. Soon after the close of the session Mr.
Howe published a letter, declaring his complete disapproval of the
Anti-Confederate policy ; expressing his belief that Repeal was unattain-
able, and announcing that he was prepared to consider a proposition
for ““better terms ” of Union which had been made to him by the
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Finance Minister of the Dominion. He was instantly assailed by a
storm of abuse from his late friends, and the most unworthy motives
for his change of opinion were freely imputed, but he answered his
opponents by the persistent maintenance of his opinion that the course
he advised was the only proper one ; he challenged the Anti-Unionists
to show even a remote probability of Repeal being obtained, and, as
for rebellion or annexation, he scouted the idea of either. His posi-
tion was really impregnable, and yet his old friends still kept aloof
from him. But allying himself with Mr. McLellan, a gentleman who
had acquired a fair local reputation as a financier, he entered into
negotiations with Sir John Rose, the Finance Minister of the Dominion,
and, after an arduous examination of the question, an agreement was
entered into by which Nova Scotia secured all the advantages which
the Anti-Unionists claimed as her due, but which, in the haste of the first
negotiations, had been overlooked. “ Better terms ” having now been
secured, the Dominion Ministry considered it essential that Mr. Howe
should enter the Cabinet for the purpose of assisting the Government
in carrying the agreement through the House, where it was sure to meet
with a strong opposition. Mr. Howe consented. Being obliged to
seck re-election on his acceptance of the position of Secretary of State,
he was bitterly opposed,—but right triumphed, and the Anti-Confeder-
ates met with a crushing defeat. During the next Session the Dominion
Parliament approved of the * better terms” agreement, and thus
Nova Scotia was quieted.

We can now look upon the fine Province of Nova Scotia with feel
ings of the liveliest satisfaction. A high-minded, industrious and in-
telligent people who have been distinguished by the exceptional
ability of their public men, and the enterprise of their mercantile and
industrial classes, and who were at ome time smarting under a real
injury, and heated to an undue degree by the appeals of rash, though
doubtless sincere men, have now, thanks to the counsels of moderate
men, nearly obliterated the old feelings of bitterness, and have
transformed Nova Scotia from an irritated member of the Dominion
into one of the warmest and most valuable supporters of its integrity.

During the year 1867, the Province of British Columbia began 10
consider the question of joining the Confederacy. In November, 1868,
Sir John Young, afterwards Lord Lisgar, arrived from England as the
successor of Lord Monck, and in this year a bill was passed by the
Dominion Parliament praying the cession by the Crown of the North
West Territory, and grantitig .£300,000 sterling to be paid to the
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Hudson's Bay Company in exchange for its rights, with some reserva-
ticas. On the 4th May, 1870, a bill was introduced into Parliament
for the reception of the North West, and these territories were, in July,
formally ceded to Canada by the Imperial Government. The Pro-
vince of Manitoba was created, and the Hon. Mr. Archibald went out
as Lieutenant Governor.  On 2oth July, 1871, British Columbia and
Vancouver Island entered the Confederation, under the name of
British Columbia.

As already stated, the Earl of Dufferin arrived at Quebec as the suc-
cessor of Lord Lisgar, on the 25th Tune, 1872. The retiring Governor
General, in a speech at a banquet given to him in Montreal on the 20th
June, 1872, so well summarized the conditions of the British North
American possessions at the moment of their rule passing from his
hands to those of the Earl of Dufferin, that his address on that occa-
sion is reproduced. He said:

“ GENTLEMEN,—I am very sensible of the honor conveyed by your applanse,
and I beg you to accept my warm and earnest thanks for all your kindness. I was
much gratified at receiving the invitation to this banquet, which, indeed, I did not
expect to find so numerously attended and so marked in all respects. I feel the
compliment all the more inasmuch as it is a repetition, after some length of time and
acquaintance, of a similar compliment paid to me on my first arrival. I retain in
distinct recollection the prompt hospitality and the lavish attention which were paid
to me by the Mayor and citizens of Montreal more than three years ago. Such
demonstrations, I am aware, are made, not to the individual, but to the official,—not
to the person, but to the choice of the British Government and the representative of
England in this great and noble dependency ; and it is only right that they should be
so directed, seeing, as we sce by the latest instance, the pains and care the British
Government bestows on the selection of a person to represent the Sovereign in her
British North American Possessions. They have selected Lord Dufferin, a noble-
man of high rank, favorably known in literary circles, and conversant with all the
accomplishments and intricacies of social and political life. When I had the pleasure
of addressing a large and intelligent audience in this place three years ago, I was
just entering upon the duties which had been assigned to me by the choice and good
opinion of the Duke of Buckingham, acting on behalf of the Government of Eng-
land. I was, as it were, buckling on my armor ; now I am laying it of. There
is a proverbial warning against bogsting on the former occasion, which I cannot
consider inapplicable to the latter also, and I hope I shall not lay myself open
in any degree to the imputation of neglecting it at the close of my .official
life, for I consider this my last public appearance at the close of a public career
which, whatever its general shortcomings, has certainly been passed in employ-
ments of high responsibility, and has been sometimes thrown upon circumstances
of great difficulty. But when I recall to mind the topics apon which I dwelt when
I last spoke in this place, I then felt that, basing myself upon the known energy of
the people, and the good faith which had theretofore attended the counsels of the
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statesmen of Canada, I could argue well for the future. Ianticipated large additions
to the territory ; I indulged the hope that the bitter feeling which then prevailed in
the United States would speedily give place to amity and reconciliation, and I
looked forward to the early commencement of public works of great magnitude
and undoubted utility. Well, three years have barely passed: the things which
rose then in anticipation,—the visions of hope,—some said, of too sanguine hope, are
now a realized, accomplished success. It is true that Newfoundland and Prince
Edward Island still stand without the pale of the Dominion, and deny themselves
the advantages which have flowed in so full a tide upon the Provinces which have
thrown in their lot with it. But the vast area held by the Hudson Bay Company,
has, after & protracted investigation, been ceded to the Crown, and by the Crown
forthwith transferred to Canada,—a mighty boon, greater in extent, and richer in
resources, than more than one first-class European Kingdom. British Columbia
came in on equal terms, a willing and valued partner and associate. The temper
and sagacity brought to bear on the armangements with British Columbia reflect
credit on the negotiators on the one side and the other. If it be high praise for
machinery to say that it works evenly and efficiently without noise or friction,
to that praise the arrangements with British Columbia are entitled. They work
efficiently and work satisfactorily to all concerned, and seem to be as highly
approved of after trial as they were at their first commencement. The troubles
which ensued in Manitoba were due rather to misunderstanding and misapprehen-
sion, arising from ignorance, than to any rooted policy. They were overcome by
steadiness, patient explanation and the occasional display of an adequate armed
force to sustain civil authority. The form and frame of representative institutions
have now been organized, and set in motion with every prospect of satisfactory
working. Much praise is due to Lieutenant Governor Archibald for the legal
attainments, the unwearied industry, and the fine temper which he has brought to
bear on the difficulties he had to encounter. He literally encountered the wilder-
ness, but he has cleared the forest and taken out the stumps. Whoever succeeds
him, for I hear Mr. Archibald wishes to leave with views and objects of his own,
will have an easy task. He will enter on the results of another man’s intelligent
labors, and will not probably have more obstacles in his way than were found in
the older settled Provinces. To carry on the agricultural simile, he will only have
to cultivate the cleared farm on ordinary known principles, and with a proper
rotation of crops. So much for the extensions of territory that have been made.
The Dominion now stretches from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and opens its ports
on the one and the other ocean to receive and interchange the manufactures of
Europe and the varied products of Australian and Asiatic commerce. As to
Nova Scotia, I need not inform this andience that the work of reconciliation has
been effected. Whatever of ill-feeling remains is only the smouldering embers of
the former fire, and is fast dying out. The danger of conflagration is past, and if
we wanted proof to confirm the accounts received from many quarters of the good
dispositions which prevail throughout all the Acadian bodies, it may be found in
the concurrence of opinion with the other Provinces, and in the mode in which the
representatives of Nova Scotia joined with the representatives of the other
Provinces in affirming for the general interests the acceptance of the articles of
the Treaty of Washington which affect Canada.

“I mu;
I hoped to
ception of s
Canadian s
in my mind
larged and
ing. Itis.
sions appea
They vanish
the clear da
the earliest |
continue, I
youth, assur
giant of & ra
is already ha
ried over a -
excellent put
indefatigable
united energ;
those who po
done, for it
which have b
tant parts of
strong bond, ;
by fresh assoc
stant, familia
least, advantay
will give to er
tudes who are
belp and encor
for a year or t
gree to the wo
bopes of emplo
speech from th
the Governmen
ment on & larg
announced in }
that the countr
may be allowed
to nnite, inan .
with & true appi
sound public of
ofthe country, |
the marvelous i
——

* Sir Franci;



THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 59

1 must admit that when Ialluded to public works of great magnitude, of which
T hoped to see the commencement, I had not in view,—I had not formed the con-
ception of so vast an enterprise as & railway thousands of miles long to connect the
Canadian system of lines with some point on the coast of the Pacific. 1 had only
in my mind the water communication,—new canals to be dug, and old ones to be en-
larged and deepened.  Vast as is the project of the railway, it need not be appall-
ing. It is only in the darkness of night or of ignorance that doubts and apprehen-
sions appear appalling,~that shapes and shadows loom portentous in the gloom.
They vanish away, or assume their proper dimensions, in the light of science, and
the clear day of reason and awakened energy. We may indeed draw courage from
the earliest lessons learned in our infancy. The memories of a champion, which
continue, I trust, to be as popular and as carefully studied as they were in my
youth, assure us that many a giant may be overcome by intelligence ; and this
giant of a railway, if there be any truth in the adage that well begun is half done,
is already half overcome by the careful preliminary surveys which have been car-
ried over a wide expanse of country, and in the teeth of many obstacles, by that
excellent public servant, the Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Sandford Fleming, and his
indefatigable assistants, The conquest will be completed in good time by the
united energy, capital and credit of the country. I see at hand and around me
those who possess all the requisites, and are equal to the task. The work will be
done, for it is indispensable, in order to fulfil the inter-provincial engagements
which have been enlered into, to afford facilities for traffic, and travelling to dis~
tant parts of the Dominion, and not merely to bind all the parts together by a
strong bond, and fresh links, by links stronger than iron, but to rivet them together
by fresh associations, and weld them into one integral, indissoluble ‘whole.by con-
stant, familiar, mutually beneficial intercourse. The last, but by no means the
least, advantage which will accrue from the work is the powerful stimulus which it
will give to emigration, It will afford employment and encouragement to mulii-
tudes who are prepared, and longing to avail themselves of it, and who need such
belp and encouragement during their first struggles for a few months, or it may be
for a year or two, in a strange country. This last remark applies in an equal de-
gree to the works upon the canals. They too will swell the tide of emigration by
hopes of employment. I do not believe that I ever read a paragraph in an opening
speech from the Throne with greater satisfaction than that which proclaimed that
the Government were about to take the canals in hand, and press their improve-
ment on & large scale. This stisfaction was enhanced when 1 saw it officially
ammounced in his budget speech by my honorable friend the Minister of Finance,*
that the country could well afford the outlay, and that now was the time, I hope I
may be allowed to say, even in Sir Francis Hincks’ presence, that he appears to me
to unite, in an eminent degree, accurate knowledge of the subjects he has to handle
with a trae appreciation of the requirements of the country, and the tendencies of
sound public opinion. In his lucid exposition of the financial state and prospects
of the country, he spoke of the marvelous increase of Canadian exports, that is, of
the marvelous increase of the products of Canadiaa industry, the proofs of & mar-

® Sir Francis Hincks,
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velous advancement in the country ; he mentioned the rising manufactures, a rapid-
ly growing carrying trade, and used the term, ¢worderfully prosperous’ in refer-
ence to the present condition of the country, while he looked forward to a further
progress as well as a great increase in the public revenues in future years, I think
that the conclusion is properly and emphatically drawn that now is the time to
undertake the necessary—and what past experience of similar outlay, and even cal-
culation of future chances, pronounce to be safe—expenditure. Ihave heard appre-
hensions expressed 1n some quarters that the combinations amongst working men,
‘and the high rates of wages insisted upon, may go far to check or delay the pro-
gress of public works, or make the outlay a burthen too grievous to bear, These
apprehensions need not be indulged in. Combinations to keep up wages are
seldom successful, except in trades where the work people are a few in number,
and collected in & small number of Jocal centres. In all other cases, wages
soon find their natural level, that is to sy, the level of the rate which dis-
tributes the whole circulating capital of the country among the entire working
population. If workmen demand more, their demand can only be obtained by
keeping a portion of their number permanently out of employment. The intelli-
gence of the people will soon discover this point, and their entering into combina-
tions and unions will facilitate their doing so. No attempt should, therefore, be
made to prevent or put down the combinations by legislation or by force. The
atrocities sometimes committed by workmen in the way of personal outrage or
intimidation cannot be too rigidly repressed, and to that end the process of law
should be simplified and made summary. Inall other respects, and so long as they
abstain from the molestation of parties who 10 not join them, the Trades’ Unions
should be left free to combine for their own purposes and to further their own inter-
ests by all lawful and peaceable means. I served on a Committee of the House
of Commons many years ago, by which these principles were ascertained or con-
firmed, and upon its conclusions the law of England now rests. I was glad to see
that in the course of the Session just closed Sir John Macdonald introduced a bitl
to assimilate the law of Canada to that of Great Britain in these respects. I
believe this course was wise in itself, and doubly so inasmuch as it is desirable
that the law in Canada should in all cases be as closely as possible assimilated to
that of England. No surer or more lasting bond of U'nion between the two coun-
tries can be devised than an identity of laws founded upon and fostering an identity
of feeling. I well know that Sir John Macdonald has this object much at heart,
and that he desires to strengthen the bond and perpetuate the connection, the good
intelligence, the alliance between Canada and England. I wish him and all those
who work with him in this field, God-speed, and the amplest success. But, after
all, the troe remedy for the follies and viclences of strikes and demands for too
high wages, as of all social evils, is popular intelligence, quickened by sound edu-
cation. You have established an excellent system in the Dominion, and education
is in a flourishing condition. I fear it may be objected that the process is slow,
that the truths of Economic Science and the convictions of philosophy can scarcely
reach the popular mind ; that the knowledge of the people is, and must ever
remain, superficial. This, to & certain extent, cannot be denied.  Still, the truths
which regulate the moral and political relations of man are of no great distance
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from the surface. The great works in which discoveries are recorded cannot be
read by the people, but their substance passes through a number of minute and
circuitous channels, through the lecture, the pamphlet, the newspaper, to the shop
and the hamlet. To borrow a simile from an eminent writer: ¢ The conversion
of these works of unproductive splendor into select use and unobserved activity,
resembles the processes of nature in the eternal world, The expanse of a noble
lake, the course of 2 majestic river imposes on the imagination by every impres-
sion of dignity and sublimity, but it is the moisture that insensibly arises from
them, which gradually mingles with the soil, nourishes all the luxuriance of vege-
tation, and adorns the surface of the earth.’ But now, Sir, 1 must bring my
remarks to a close. There are, no doubt, many other topics to which I might
allude, the Treaty of Washington, for instance, but that is ground on which I will
not tread ; Sir John Macdonald’s excellent and exhaustive speech must be fresh in
all your recollections ;—a speech which convinced or satisfied the Parliament of
Canada, and elicited the applause of the ministry and the press of England. I will
not weaken it by any attempt at repetition or ‘risk darkening councils by words
without knowledge.” I will not further trespass on your indulgence than to re-
iterate my thanks, and to say that, in leaving Canada, I leave no serious difficulties
for my successor. There are no clouds in the Canadian political sky,—no harassing
questions to engross his attention on his arrival. Should any arise hereafter, he

can rely, as I have relied with confidence, on an experienced and responsible Minis-
try, and recur, if need be, to the assistance of .. loyal and well-instructed Parlia-
ment. Tam happy to be able to say so much, and to think that my humble name
has been honorably associated with the youthful energies and the rising fortunes of
the Dominion ; I say rising fortunes, for many are the signs and assurances that its
fortunes are rising, and they are legibly written in evidence. The judgment and
foresight displayed in reconciling the conflicting claims of the different Provinces
and cementing them into one powerful and harmonious union argue statesmanship
of no mean order. The entertainment of such vast projects as the Pacific Railway
and the improvements on the canals show how large and comprehensive a view
Parliament can take of what is needed to advance the general interests. In the
last session a question arose on the point of religious education and touching the
respective rights and powers of the Dominion and the Provincial Legislatures.

At first, it wore a threatening aspect, but it was set at rest by the united action of
parties usually opposed to each other, much to their credit, while the settlement

proved that the wisdom and moderation of Parliament are equal to dealing with

the most thorny and troublesome matters. Lastly, the adoption of the articles of
the Treaty of Washington, vnder the doubtful circumstances of the time, and when
every day brought a different surmise as to the chances or fate of the Treaty,

savoured of that magnanimity which Edward Burke said was not seldom the truest

policy of the state. These wise and happy arrangements show that the day of little

things and little minds is past. The Parlisment and the people are conscious of
their position, and zealous toact up to it valiantly and becomingly, with the Divine

blessing.  They will take for their motto the old watchword of the Church, Surswm

Corda ;—brace up their energics, and raise their hearts to the great responsibilities
and the lofty destiny to which, in the order of Providence, they are called, and pro-
ceerl, as I most wish they will, from strength to strength rejoicing.”
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Such was the picture of the condition of the British North Amer-
ican Possessions as painted by the retiring Governor General, Lord
Lisgar ;—a ruler who had given the utmost satisfaction to the Imperial
authorities, to the Dominion Government, and to the people of
Canada. His careful regard for the principles of Constitutional Govern-
ment had gained for him the respect of all shades of political opinion,
and the unobtrusive cordiality with which he encouraged and sup-
ported every judicious enterprise for the development of the great
industries and resources of the country had gained for him the
reputation of an excellent ruler.
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Tue Earl of Dufferin was received at Quebec by the Premier, Sir

John A. Macdonald; the Hon. Hector Langevin, C.B., Minister of

Public Works ; Hon. Mr. Cauchon,* President of the Senate ; the

Hon. Mr. Chapais, Receiver General ; Sir Francis Hincks, K.C.B.,

Minister of Finance; Hon. J. G. Blanchet, Speaker of the Quebec

Legislative Assembly ; Sir Hastings Doyle, Administrator of the

Government ; his Honor Sir Narcisse Belleaun, Lieutenant Governor

of Quebec; his Worship the Mayor of Quebec, with many Aldermen

and Councillors, and by a large assemblage of the most distinguished

citizens of the ancient capital. .

His Excellency was sworn in during the day as Governor General
of Canada, the Hon. Chief Justice Meredith administering the Oaih.
Addresses of welcome were presented to him by the Corporatica and
citizens of Quebec, the Quebec Board of Trade, the St. Patrick’s

—

* Now (1878), Licutenant Governor of Manitoba.
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Society, and on the next day by the Literary and Historical Society of
Quebec. Having visited the fortifications and camp then formed at
Point Levis, His Excellency, on the 26th June, accompanied by the
Countess of Dufferin, Sir John and Lady Macdonald, Sir George
Cartier, and others, proceeded to Ottawa, the Seat of Government,
where he arrived on the evening of the 27th June, and was met with
the utmost enthusiasm.

The press now began faithfully to interpret the universal feeling of
the people of Canada towards His Excellency. His peculiar fitness
for the position of Governor General in a social point of view was well
known ; his reputation as a man well versed in the constitutional
usages and laws of the Empire had preceded him ; his unceasing
searching after information augured well, for it supplied a guaranty
that he would become acquainted with the people and the country
and judge for himself, unprejudiced by the whisperings of plotting
politicians, or interested schemers after wealth or position. It was
doubtless pleasing toa disposition so frank and open and manly as that
of Lord Dufferin to find the people freely expressing their opinions of
his predecessors, and their expectations from him. Even the Countess
of Dufferin was invited at the same time to listen to suggestions
as to her own social policy. Their Excellencies were reminded in
courteous and kindly, but in firm words, that Canada had enjoyed the
rule of but few Governors who had cared to exhibit a generous hospital-
ity ; that their views had been exclusive ; that popular rulers, in the broad
sense of the term, had been not only rare, but actually non-existent ;
and that the ladies who had presided at Government House had not
always drawn the distinction between coldness and condescension.
They were told that some Governors had been accused of spending less
than half their salaries, and of keeping up the state of the vice-regal
mansion by just so many entertainments as would free them from
the charge of premeditated isolation. It was admitted that but
few had trenched on the liberties of the people, or had been
guilty of any intentional abuse of their power, but it was at the
same time advanced that also few had risen to the true dignity of the
ruler of a great country, full of immense resources, and fitted for an
empire. The ambition of the Earl of Dufferin might justly have been
fired by the remark that most of his predecessors had been content to
come, remain and go, mere figure-heads, caring little for the work of
developing the enormous latent power an? weaith of the Dominion,—
not curious to visit the various Provinces, or explore the vast terri:
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tories, and see with their own eyes the beauty and capabilities of the
great country under their charge ; or learn from the lips of the inhabi-
tants themselves the story of their hopes, or their needs,—their trials, or
their successes. The press, second to none in the British dependen-

f: cies, was not backward in reminding the new Governor General that
th the justice and exceptional moderation and leniency of the Imperial
Government had conferred on Canada a constitution, and given to her
of a freedom of legislation which rendered his appointment almost the
ss only link which bound the child to its great parent, and that upon his
ell personal bearing and political judgment depended, to a great extent,
nal the satisfactory working of our institutions. He was reminded that
ing the cardinal principle of Constitutional or Respo.nsible Government
nty was the polar star of our system, and that any, the slightest, interference
try with it, by him, would be quickly resented. It was pointed out by
ing men who well knew of what they were speaking, that even in England
was this principle had not yet been fully Qevelgped, but that the people of
that Canada expected its recognition in. 1ts.w1dest and fullest sense. He
s of was respectfully told that h.e ha‘.d in his hands the power to mould,
tess modify, and improve the l?glslatlc?n of the. country, and closely identify
ions himself with the people, w1thou.t, ln.t}.\e slightest degree, invading their
1in freedom, or the just rights of his ministers. He was cordially invited
 the to mix with the people, and ascer'tam by pers9nal c?nference'with them
jital their true opinions, thei-r comp.la:mts and their desires.
road It was pressed on h:m.to. visitevery part of the Dominion, and the
ent; great significance of submitting to the tedium of attending the public
'l not festive gatherings of the pol')ulace, and countenancing even their
sion. public amusements, was delicately suggested. !n brief, the noble
‘, less example of his great Mistress was plz.xced before h}m as a model from
;'egal which to mould a new Empire, and bind tq Her, with hooks of steel, a
from people in every way worthy of the splendid race from which she and
- but he had both sprung. That the Earl of Dufferin was able to rise to
been [ the importance of the ;?osition. .and carry out a.ll 'these suggestions in a
+ the Ji} Tmanner far surpassing in magntﬁf:ence and brilliancy the expectations
of the IR hopes of Canada, is to be atmbu.ted the fact that he: now stands out
for an in bold relief as the grandest figure in the long procession of Canadian
, been B Tlers, and that he has just leff our shores laden with the blessings of
;ent 1o IR 20 unselfish’and a,dmirmg nation. '
ork of His Excellency on his arrival at Qttawa was received by a large
:on. — [l tumber of gentlemen forming delegations from numerous public insti-
:ote’m tutions, and before leaving the steamer was presented with addresses
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he City Corporation, read by Mr. Mayor Martineau ; from the
gg:etton Coznty Ep:uncil, read by Mr. Wa}rden Morgan ; from th'e
Board of Trade, read by Mr. E. McGillivray ; from St. Georlges
Society, read by Dr. Sweetland ; from the §t. Jean Baptiste Socxety,.
read by Dr. Dorion ; from the Canadian Institute, rea.('i t.)y Dr. St. Jean ;
from St. Andrew’s Society, read by Mr. E. McGillivray ; from St.
Patrick’s Literary Association, read by Mr. W. H. Wa]lel_'; f.rom the
Irish Catholic Temperance Association, read by Mr. J. Birmingham ;
from the 1. O. O. Good Templars, read by Mr. Johnson' of the Customs
Department ; from the Irish Protestant Benevolent .Somety,. read by Mr,
Sheriff Powell ; and from the Metropolitan Canadian Society, read by
Mr. P. A, Egleson. His Excellency’s reply to th.e address of the
Mayor and Corporation of the city expressed.m brief terms some of
the principles which he had laid dow.n for himself on assuming the
Government of the Dominion. He said :

¢ MR. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—The warm and hcart'y welcome w_hich }fas
been accorded me on my arrival in Canada, and thc. magnificent r.ec.eptxon with
which I have been greeted on reaching the Metropolis of the Donflnlor,), em?na-
ting, as it has done, from all sections, creeds and classes of Her Majesty’s sub)ect;
on this side of the At'antic, only affords fresh proof of the attachment, loyalty an
devotion of the Canadian people to the Throne and person of our most gracious

Q“e.::.long as I have the honor to be the representative of the Crown in this country
it will be my most anxious endeavor, on the one hand, to cherish and foster, by
every means in my power, those loyal sentiments by which you are so profoun('ily
animated, and on the other, to exhibit, on behalf of Her Majesty, the aﬂ't:cuon
and solici’tude which she has never ceased to feel for the inhabitants of this her
t dependency. ]
gmnll:stha;:ng you for such expressions of kindness in your address as nr.e persona!
to myself, I can only say that, although I cannot hope to fulfil the flattering expec-
tations of‘ me which you have been pleased to form, I am actuatet! _by the most
earnest and single-minded desire to serve you to the best of my ability, to spend
the best years of my life amongst you, and to place unreservedly at your disposal
such experience in the conduct of government as my previous public career has
bled me to acquire. ] '
ena'l‘o l:: pemiged to associate myself with you in developing the marvelous
resources of this glorious land,—to have a share in building up on this side of .the
Atlantic a great, prosperous and loyal community, is a privilege amply sufficient
tisfy the ambition of the most aspiring statesmu?. o
© s;nlstfz;nclusicon, I beg to thank you on Lady Dufferin’s behalf for having included
in your kindly welcome, . )
berlmo:n assure y’:)u that from the moment we set foot on Canadian soil, we has
both forgotten that w- ever had another home than yours,—and in discharging the
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social duties which attach to her position, Lady Dufferin confidently expects to
establish ties amongst you which will effectually compensate her for the loss of
those she has so lately been forced to sever.”

No Governor, upon his arrival in Canada, ever before received so
warm and flattering a reception, and none ever entered upon his duties
under brighter auspices.

At this time the system of forming camps for the drill of our volun-
teers was in full working order, and encampments were to be found at
Quebec, Laprairie, Prescott, Kingston, Niagara, and Windsor. The
men composing them were congregated from the various portions of
the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, and numbered about 30,000.
His Excellency, unwilling to miss the opportunity of a personal
inspection of the volunteer force of Canada, which had been spoken of
in the highest terms by experienced officers of the regular service, left
Ottawa on 1st July, for the camp at Prescott, accompanied by Col.
R. Ross, Adjutant-General ; Col. Fletcher, Military Secretary ; Lieut.-
Col. Macpherson, Hon. Col. Gray, M.P., and Capt. Coulson, A.D.C,
After the inspection of the force under the command of Col. Buell,
His Excellency proceeded to Kingston where ‘ae camp, containing
about 3,000 men, of whom about 400 were cavalry, was under the
charge of Lieut.-Col. Jarvis, A.A.G. He here met the Hon. Mr.
Cockburn, speaker of the House of Commons, the Dean of Ontario,
the Hon. Mr. Campbell, Post Master General, and a number of
other distinguished gentlemen. His Excellency gave expression to
his feelings in a brief address. He said :

¢ CoL. Ross, COL. JARVIS, OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE THIRD MILITARY
DisTRICT,—It can hardly be expected that on an occasion such as this, I, a
civilian, should attempt to address you, but inasmuch as I have had, as Under
Secretary of State, and as a Minister of a Military Commission, considerable
experience in military matters, I hope that a few remarks from me will not be out
of place. I had heard much, before coming to this country, of the Canadian
Volunteers. I had heard them highly spoken of, but T confess that I am agreeably
surprised at the magnificent physique and appearance of the men whom I have had
the pleasure of reviewing to-day. As Her Majesty’s representative, I rejoice to
find that she has such a sturdy and proficient army of defenders ; and I doubt not
that, should the occasion arise, you would all turn out manfully for the defence of
your families and homesteads. The spectacle which I have to-day witnessed is one
which I shall long remember. The steadiness and proficiency of the men is
beyond all praise, and, though I am not conversant with the details of military
science, I could not but observe the admirable manner in which the different corps
acted. As the representative of the Queen in this country, I shall have much
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pleasure in congratulating Her Majesty’s Government and the Commander-in-
Chief on having so fine a body of men for the defence of this country as that which
is furnished by the Third Military District. I am aware that soldiers are not fond of
long speeches, and I therefore close my remarks to you by thanking you sincerely
for the gratifying and magnificent spectacle you have afforded me this day.”

On the next day we find His Excellency back at Prescott, when
he made a more complete inspection of the camp, and on the follow-
ing morning, being joined by Her Excellency and Sir George Cartier,
he went to Montreal, where the party arrived in the evening.*

Apartments were secured at the St. Lawrence Hall hotel, and
it is not a little curious that, while the vice-regal pariy were dining in
one part of the house, Her Majesty’s Opposition in the House of
Commons were holding high festival in honor of their leaders in
another.t{

On the day following His Excellency proceeded to Laprairie, where
about 1000 volunteers were in camp. He was received by the Mayor
and Corporation, and had presented to him the Hon. Mr. Justice
Dunkin, Messrs. Foster and Baker, and several other gentlemen.
The Mayor read an address in French, to which His Excellency
replied in that languagel to the great delight of the French
officers and men, who were much gratified to find this graceful
recognition of their language made by their new Governor. In the
afternoon he attended at the City Hall, where he was met by the
Mayor, the members of the Corporation, and a large number of the
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* 4« Old Baptiste ” is historical. The faithful old pilot of whom all travellers
down the St. Lawrence have heard, and most of them have seen, met, as usual, the
Steamer Magnet on this occasion, paddling from the shore in his well-known
canoe, and safely conducted another Governor General down those most
dangerous rapids of Lachine, by a channel which he himself discovered in 1842.
It is said he has never missed a day since that period.

t Party feeling was then running high in Canada ; the general elections were
near at hand, and the Liberal party were making the most strenuous efforts to
secure the power of Government. At this gathering great enthusiasm prevailed,
the whole company frequently rising and waving their table napkins, often
leaping on the table, and expressing their del.ght in the most vociferous manner.

1 His Excellency reads French, and speaks it with the pure Parisian accent.
He also reads Greek, Latin and Italian, and has made a considerable progress in
the study of Hieroglyphics. 1Lis speech delivered in Greek at McGill University,
which will be referred to in its place, astonished and delighted the learned pro-
fessors of that eminent seat of learning.
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most distinguished citizens of the commercial metropolis of the
Dominion. His Worship the Mayor presented him with an address,
to which he replied, taking occasion to express his gratification at the
fact that,

¢ Thanks to the magnanimous and wise conduct of your Parliament, and the
sagacious administration of my predecessors, I should have arrived in Canada at a
time when most of the anxious political questions, which occupied your attention,
have been settled, and all classes and sections of the community seem to be united
in an endeavor to promote and develop the material resources of the country.”

He took care to point out the political course it was his purpose to
pursue by the remark,

“Bred, as I have been, in the atmosphere of Constitutional Government, 1
trust that my administration of your aflairs may prove worthy of a free and noble
people.”

He expressed the determination of himself and Her Excellency
to take up their residence in Montreal during some portion of the
year, and thus become, as he expressed it,

* Intimately acquainted with your beautiful neighborhood, and the agreeable
society of which it is the centre.”

In the evening His Excellency and suite, accompanied by Her
Excellency and Lady Harriet Fletcher, left for Quebec, where they
arrived on the momning of the 5th July. and were met by Sir Narcisse
Belleau, the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Quebec, whose
guests their Excellencies were during their stay in the old capital.
In a few days they proceeded to the lower St. Lawrence, and spent
the hot season in the vicinity of Riviére du Loup. Preparations were,
during their absence, made to supply suitable accommodation for
their Excellencies’ stay in Quebec.

The General Elections for the Dominion House of Commons onw
commenced. On the 24th July the first of these took place at Ottawa,
when Messrs. J. B. Currier and J. B. Lewis were returned by acclama-
tion in the interest of the Liberal Conservative party, led by Sir John
A. Macdonald.

At the opening of the first session of the then last Parliament there
were in the Commons 181 members. Of these 82 were from Ontario,
65 from Quebec, 19 from Nova Scotia, and 1§ from New Brunswick.
The Liberal Conservative party then in power, though strongly sus-

‘tained in the House by Ontario and Quebec, found the Nova Scotia

representatives all arrayed against it, with the single exception of Dr.
Tupper. Sir John Macdonald, the Premier, could only count on the
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support of about half of the members from New Brunswick. As
time wore on some of the Nova Scotia members gradually gave in their
adhesion to Sir John. During the fourth session Manitcha’s three
members, (one seat in the Province being unfilled) gave Sir John
their support, and in the last session British Columbia’s six repre-
sentatives also joined him, which gave him a working majority of
between thirty and forty. He had a larger majority on the Treaty
of Washington Bill, when every one of the Nova Scotia members, and
most of those from New Brunswick laid aside party tiés for the
moment, ir. order to carry this great measure, on which the peace,
conciliation, and material benefit of the Dominion so much depended.
There was no great question before the people during the elections of
1872, and the Liberal Conservative party went to the country with
the prestige of success in amalgamating the Provinces, and in the
general working of the machinery of Government. The country was
prosperous, and the people contented. The great work of the Inter-
colonial Railway was going forward, and the Pacific Railway was en-
gaging the active and serious attention of the Government and people
of the country. .
The most memorable occurrence of the campaign was the defeat of
Sir George Cartier in Montreal East. This very valuable man owed
this disaster entirely to his nobility of character and breadth of views,
This may seem strange, but it is not the less true. A Frenchman, he
was a descendant of the Jacques Cartier of 1534, who on the 20th April
of that year, by command of l'rancis the First, King of France, sailed
from St. Malo, on a voyage of discovery, and after coasting the Gulf,
entered the River St. Lawrence, and took possession of the country in
the name of his Sovereign. He was an ardent admirer of British Con-
stitutional Government, and never hesitated to act on his convictions,
even though his action might jar on the feelings or prejudices of his
French supporters. He was, in effect, though of French descent, an
Englishman in his love of Constitutional Government, and though a
Roman Catholic, a Protestant in his love of religious freedom. He
was not French enough for many of his French supporters,—he was not
Roman Catholic enough for many of his Roman Catholic supporters.
But he outlived as well this defeat as the misapprehension of his truly
noble character, and died in England, where he had been an honored
guest of Queen Victoria herself, deeply regretted by all Canada, and
by none more deeply than the misgrided people who in the campaign
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of 1872 were, for the moment, led astray by men more designing than
honest.

Their Excellencies were, from the first week in July until about the
middle of August, enjoying the coolness of the lower St. Lawrence,
when they returned to Quebec, and from about the zoth August to
the day of their departure from Quebec, on the z3rd September, they
had availed themselves of every opportunity of studying the people
among whom they were thrown and the institutions of that part of the
Dominion. Lord Dufferin with all his hospitality and open handed-
ness was ever on the alert for information, and by mixing freely with
the people from the highest to the lowest, he obtained a wonderful know-
ledge of the Canadian character. Their Excellencies had no sooner
settled themselves in Quebec, than a series of receptions, levees,
dinner parties, balls, and visits to public institutions, educational, reli-
gious, and charitable, were inaugurated, which revived in the glorious
old city the departed grandeur of the ancient regime. Foreigners can
scarcely estimate the great effect this social policy,—for the means
adopted to secure the great ends their Excellencies* had in view de-
serve this dignified epithet,—had not only on the citizens of Quebec, but
on the people at large. It will be remembered that the annexationist
feeling still slumbered in the minds of many. The frequent allusions of
leading English writers and speakers to the small value of Canada to
the empire,—the bitter taunt to a really noble and loyal people that
Britain would willingly free them from their allegiance at any moment
they desired it, and the apparent coldness of some of the predecessors
of Lord Dufferin, had all produced a svbdued feeling on the part
of the populace, but when the brilliancy and kindliness of the new
life burst forth, their hearts instantly went out in all their fullness to
their Excellencies, and the pent up feelings of love for the glorious
“0ld Country ” were show=red upon thuse exponents of a new policy
and a new regime.}

* The Countess of Dufferin is associated with His Excellency, in these remarks,
from a conviction that the people of Canada are almost as deeply indebted to her
as they are to him for this phase of his rule. Her kindness, gentleness, affability
of manner, and thoughtful consideration for all within the sphere of her influence,
have created in the hearts of the Canadian people, a warmth of affection for her
which they themselves are utterly unable to express.

+ The following extracts from one of the Quebec journals of 14th September,
1872, s0 well expresses the general opinion then formed of their Excellencies,
that, though somewhat rude in structure, the article is re-produced. ¢ There was
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Lord Dufferin here evinced his broad and liberal religious views.
He visited the school of the Roman Catholic as willingly as that of
the Protestant. He saw loyalty in both. As the representative of
the Queen, who rules over millions of Hindoos and Mohammedans,
as well as of Roman Catholics and Protestants, respecting and pro-
tecting the rights of each creed with an even-handed justice, Lord
Dufferin began his Canadian career by meeting with equal respect,
and treating with equal consideration and deference, both the Roman
Catholic minority and the Protestant majority of Ontario ;—also the
Roman Catholic majority and the Protestant minority of Quebec.

a time when a Military Martinet bred in the Camp, renowned for severity. and loyal
10 excess by education, interest and professional training, was supposed to be the
man and in fact the only man for a Colonial Governor. All the first Governors
of Canada answered to this description. A narrow minded, violent tempered,
choleric man of the sword, knowing nothing but * His Majesty’s Service,” and
entertaining some Dutch Corporal’s ideas of that,—in fact some superior *Von
Spitter ” of the ¢ Jungfrau” was the sort of person it was thought indispensable to
send to Canada, during the days of the Georges, and the long period of English
hostile rivalry and frequent warfare. Since that epoch the material of Governors has
somewhat improved intellectually :—nevertheless too many gentlemen have, since
the passage of Sydenham’s Union Act, been sent here merely to amend their
fortunes, improve their opportunities, and make a living out of the post they were
assigned to, Canadians had come to look upon the time of Durham as that of a
brilliant meteor, charged with a.message of Imperial concern, and for Imperial
purposes. Lord Metcalfe was a man with a settled purpose, resolved to spend no
money in its accomplishment, and it was thought that Responsible Government
having given rule virtually to the Colonists in the Cabinet would end by our having
no more politicians, and no more soldiers for Governors, but would also cause us
to have no more men of large income for the office, and confine us to a class of
persons coming here for their salary, and it only. Under such a state of public
opinion, the advent of Lord Dufferin is hailed by our people with a lively bat
perfectly natural pleasure. In His Excellency they recognize a gentleman of large
means, kindly heart, and liberal disposition. An author of European celebrity, a
traveller of merit even in the days of Burton and Speke, althongh unlike them he
chose ¢ High Latitudes " in preference to the tropics as the scene of his researches,
Tord Dufierin comes wiih the prestige of intellect, of benevolence, and of almost
royal revenue and munificence amongst the people of Quebec. This, however, is
not all. The Quebecers, naturally retiring and sensitive, seldom make up their
minds about any man until they have had an opportunity of seeing him, and
observing his manners and his temper. This opportunity Lord Dufferin has
graciously allowed, and the opinion they have formed of him and his amiable and
accomplished lady is most favorable. In this opinion of the wise and kindly
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He, as Governor General, knew them but as devoted subjects of
Her Majesty, and he furnished proof of his great tact, good feeling
and adaptability of temper when we see that from his first visit to
a Roman Catholic school in Canada, the modest Convent at St.
Roche, until the day he left its shores he has never been charged
with a neglect of Protestantism and of undue attention to Roman
Catholicism, by the Protestant, nor of neglect of Roman Catholicism
and of undue attention to Protestantism, by the Roman Catholic. The
local papers of the day gave glowing accounts of the visits of their
Excellencies to “Le Monastére des Ursulines,” “L’Académie de
Sillery,” the ¢ Seminaire de Québec,” *L'Université ILaval,”
“L’Ecole Normale, Laval,” the **Good Shepherd Institution ” and
schools attached, and several other educational institutions.* Nor
were they inattentive to the amusements of the people. The Stada-
cona Athletic sports were attended by them, and on the grounds, in
the presence of 5,000 spectators, the Mayor of the City, president of
the games, presented their Excellencies with an address, thanking
them for their countenance. The reply of His Excellency was char-
acteristic. He made use of the event to inculcate the idea, that one
of his duties as the representative of Her Majesty was to identify

carriage of His Lordship, and the Countess, there is no exception of race, or creed,
or political party. The Quebecers are a uni as to the admirable manner in
which royalty is now represented in the Dominion. The Earl and Countess of
Dufferin have excited an absolute euthusiasm of regard among our citizens, and
bave by their mere living and deportment, and their most generous, graceful and
judicious hospitality, done more to stamp out the last embers of annexat on than could
have been effected by a dozen repressive statutes. Quebec should feel grateful to
the Queen and Government of England for the excellent selection of their repre -
sentative in the person of His Lordship, and we ought not to forget that the appoint-
ment was a graceful concession to Canadian feeling,—the Dominion Cabinet, with
great judgment and sagacity having an earnest desire to secure for their country the
valuable services of Lord Dufferin.”

* The Countess of Dufferin was quite as desirous as His Excellency to counte-
nanceand assist in all worthy undertakings. To the application of the officers she,
when in Quebec, kindly and promptly sent to the Montreal Ladies’ Educational
Association the following reply : ¢ The Countess of Dufferin has grest pleasure in
complying with the request of the General Committee of the Montreal Ladies’
Educational Association, that she would become a Lady Patroness of that Associa-
tion. Being already interested in the subject, and having been President of a similar
Association in Belfast, Lady Dufferin will watch with sincere interest the progress
and the saccess of the efforts made in Montreal to advance the education of women,”
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himself with the people in every laudable way, and even in their
holiday amusements. He said :

*Mr. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I can assure you that both myself and
Lady Dufferin feel gratified by the expression of thanks which you have just made,
and by the warm reception which we have had here to-day. In being present
to-day I do no more than fulfil a duty as the representative of Her Majesty, for our
beloved Sovereign seldom allows an occasion to pass without shewing her interest
in the sports and amusements of her people. I am sure we must all feel gratified at
the way in which the games of the day have gone off :—it has seldom been my
good fortune to be present at so large a gathering to witness such extraordinary
good behavior, mutual courtesy and good humor. 1 cordially reiterate the
desire expressed by you, Mr. Mayor, that the present celebration may be the
inauguration of the institution of annual games in this city, and, more, that you
may always be favored with such delightful weather and your assemblies graced by
the presence of so many beautiful ladies.”

Among those present at the luncheon given by the Mayor were the
Hon. Hector Langevin, Madame Langevin, Col. and Lady Harriet
Fletcher, Col. and Madame Strange, Mons. Chevalier, Consul
General of France, Col. Gibbon, Halifax, Capt. and Mrs. Sericole,
Lieuts. Rowe and Courtenay, His Worship the Mayor, and Madame

Garneau. .
In order to prove that he desired on all occasions to imitate as

closely as possible the affability of Her Majesty, whose political repre-
sentative he officially was, and whose social representative he desired
to become, His Excellency did not confine his hospitality to select
dinner parties or out-door fétes. During the last week of their stay
in Quebec, two splendid balls were given by their Excellencies, to
which were invited all the ladies and gentlemen who had called upon
them. The ball-room, in the Citadel, was tastefully fitted up, with the
adjacent terrace as a pleasant retreat,—and the unsurpassed enjoyment
of the company flowed more from the marked and charming affability
of the Earl and Countess, than from the ordinary pleasures of a ball
The Vice-regal set was composed of the Governor General and
Lady Belleau, Sir N. F. Belleau and Lady Dufferin, Hon. Mr. Langevin,
C.B., and Madame Garneau, Col. Fletcher and Madame Langevin, the
Mayor and Lady Harriet Fletcher, Mr. Burstall and Mrs. R. H.
Smith, Lieut. Coulson and Mrs. Burstall, Major Montizambert and
Mrs. Boswell.

In referring to the general effect of this memorable visit of their
Excellencies to Quebec, a leading local journal well remarked :

“ It is in no spirit of adulation that we point to it as a providential circumstance
that, at this turning point in the history of the magnificent appanages of the British
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Crown in Northern America, the first commission of Governor General of a
Dominion, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, has been conferred upon a
nobleman so ready and able to sympathize, and so well seconded by Her Excellency
in sympathizing with all the religious, social and industrial elements of the com-
munities entrusted to his care.” *

* The following notice of their Excellencies appeared in a Quebec Journal of
24th September, 1872, the day after their departure from Quebec for Toronto and
Hamilton : *“ The resolution of our citizens to mark their sense of the amiable
qualities, the courtesy and hospitality of their Excellencies the Ear! and Countess
of Dufferin by a grand ball in their honor is every way commendable. The demnon-
stration of yesterday, embracing a good-bye excursion up the river, and a parting
cheer to those exalted personages, was conceived in the same sense, and with the same
object in view. Nothing could have been more appropriate, Indeed, had the
Governor General and Lady Dufferin been permitted to depart, even for a time,
which we hope will be short. without some special and emphatic exhibition of
interest, friendship and admiratiw, on the nure of the citizens of Quebec, they
would have had just reasor for sh1t . and s:lf-condemnation, Our citizens are
not likely, however, to s+ 'ject i =..o.lves to any such reproach. Hospitable
themselves, they know how to appreciate the attentions and hospitalities of others.
It affords ourselves some pleasure to witness the fuli realization of the unticipations
we were not slow to express in connection with our notice of Lord Dufferin’s selec-
tion for the Canadian Vice-Royalty. The noble Earl has proved himself worthy
of the warmest words of welcome uttered through the press from Quebec to Van-
couver Island. In him centered the powers and sterling qualities of an able and

i warm-hearted Irishman, who has added to his natural gifts the valuable advantages
of good education and extensive travel. Lord Dufferin’s afiability, his condescen-
sion and desire to please all, stamp him the true gentleman. His example in this
respect might be followed with good results in Quebec and other cities, where you
often meet persons not one whit above you in social position, and far inferior to
you in the qualifications which render a man agreeable and entertaining, unwilling
evento be ordinarily polite on social and other occasions, This constant affectation
of superiority in A new, democratic, self-made community is the most ridiculous
outcome of egotism and stupid pride conceivable. The people who ape this
superiority, unconsciously betray both their ignorance of what good breeding is
and their inward knowledge of the fact that there is nothing really superior about them,
It is not the genuine metal that needs polish and gilding, but the worthless pinch-
beck. We have heard the remark more than once made of late, that the develupment
of habits of silly display and snobbery in o.1r Canadian cities is something both sur-

nt B

H. prising and ridiculous ; and such * fashions ” may be expected to live on as long
and as sensible peuple who don't like, or can’t afford them, don’t snub their votaries on
all proper occasions, and as long as obliging tailors and 1nilliners don’t refuse to

heir give long credit. We want just such real leaders of society as Lord and Lady
R Dufierin in this cuuntry, at present, to reform, by quiet, gentleman-like demeanor

and gracious conduct towards persons who really are inferior, that it is not nec :ssary

to be rude, haughty, or foppishly dressed to play a gentleman’s part in “ good
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The social qualities of their Exceilencies have been dwelt on,
because they form a very large constituent of the power which the
Governor General was able to use, and of the great influence he was
subsequently able to :xert in very momentous political exigencies,
and under very pressing circumstances. The kindliness, hospitality
and affability both of the Governor General and of Her Excellency
were never assumed in public, and discarded in private : they were
part of their natures. On the eve of their departure for the
Province of Outario, their Excellencies were presented with an
address by his Worship the Mayor, on behalf of the citizens of
Quebec, respectfully requesting that they would be pleased to honor
them by their presence at a ball to be given at such time as might suit
their convenience. The reply of Lord Dufferin gives full expression
to the ideas he entetained of the state uses of such gatherings, and of
his duty as the Governor of the Dominion in giving encouragement
to them. He said, in his usual felicitous and beautiful language :

“ MR. MAYOR, LAc:izs AND GENTLEMEN,—I can assure you, I find it difficult
adequately to express, either on Lady Dufferin’s behalf or on my own, our deep
sense of the kindness of yourself, and our other friends in thus coming to bid us
good-bye. The delicacy of feeling which has suggested so graceful a c.mpliment
doubles its value in our estimation. When we first arrived here we were unknown
to you all, and strangers in the land. When we next come to Quebec, we feel that
we shall be 1eturning to a circle of warm friends,—to a most charming and agreeable
society, and to the sight ~f kind, familiar faces. Our only regret is that circum-
stances have not permitted us during our brief stay amongst you to make greatcr
exertions on your behalf, for I am well aware that the social duties of my station
are as imperative as my political functions. Encamped, however, as we have been
upon the rock above us, and confined within the narrow casemates of the Citadel,
it was impossible for us to open our coors as widely as we could have wished ; but
though in one sense the space at our disposal for your accommodatior has been

society.” Lord Dufferin must have laughed over Spurgeon’s timely hit, which we
printed a short time ago, twitting the sovereigns with their refusal to shake hands
with the halfso.ereigns. and the halves for turning their backs on the quarters,
and the crown pieces for looking down on the poor shillings. But ¢ good
gwacious” as Lord Dundreary would say, only to think of Lord Dufferin not only
bringing the thousands, dollars, we mean, face to face with the hundreds, of
dollars,—but of himiself—a great rich Earl—actually speaking to—worse than
that—shaking haads with persons—well—for whose bank books, Mr. Casey -ould
not get a bid of $100 afler their debts were paid! His Excellency doesn’t iook
into a man’s crrcumstances befure 1ssuing his invitations, and we feel bound to say
thai,among the best men he has seen in Quebec, or anywhere, are men light of
pocket and modest in deportmer t.”
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restricted,—in another way, at all events, we can mak' ample provision for you all.
In the chambers of our hearts there is room amd verge enough for many Sriends.
Their avennes are guarded by no stale, nor ceremonial @ no introduction is needed to
gain admission there ; and those who once enler meed never take their leave.®
Both on my own behalf, and on Lady Dufferin’s, Mr. Mayor, T accept with
gratitude your kin. invitation to a Ball later in the year.”

A few hot rsafterwards their Excellencies and suite were on board
the steamer wnich was to convey them to Ontario. At the Govern-
mem wharf luy the steamer Napoleon /77, Capt. Gourdeau,—which
had Leen kindly placed at the disposal of the Committee by
the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries,—and the Grand Trunk
Terry stcamer St George, Capt. Lamontagne,—both gaily dressed
with bunting. These vessels were filled with citizens who had been
invited by the Committee to accompany the stcamer Montreal to Cap
Rouge, but as they were not nearly capacious enough many had to
take passage on the James. The Maid of Orleans, the Levis, and
the National, on which were the pupils of the Seminary, and their
band, proceeded on a similar expedition. All along the walls, the
Lower Park Garden, the Terrace, the Grand Battery, the Citadel, and
at every point commanding the scene, thousands of people were col-
lected, and row-boats, full of people, were also on the river.

As the AMontreal st:amed from her moorings, the guns of the
Citadel began to thunder forth a salute, which was taken up and
repeaied by the Abyssinian field pieces of B Battery, on the Gov-
emment wharf.  The band of the Battery, on the Napoleon 117, played
“God save the Queen,” as so did the Seminary band on the Nation-
a/, and a tremendous cheer uprose from the vast multitude. The
Montreal steamed up the river, the six steamers following closely be-
hind,—the S7. George and Nepoleon 717 afterwards taking up posmons
on either side. His Excellencv the Governor General and the
Countess came out on the prom:ade deck, and grocefully acknow-
ledged the cheering and salutes. As the fleet moved up the river,
salutes were fired from the wharves of Messrs. Reche & Staveley,
R. R. Dobell & Co., and M. Chantillon at Sillery, and th residents
of the Coves gave hearty farewell cheers. The chilcren of the Sillery
school turned out nearly opposite the church with flugs :nd banners,
and cheered, and waved 1"eir handkerchiefs as the boats passed up.

About Cap Kouge lease was taken of the Montreal,—hearty
farewell cheers beiny givei their Excelloncic.. The Napo/eon 711.

* The Italics ave the aulhci's.
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fired a salute in turning, and then all steamed back to port, where
they arrived at about half-past six o'clock. Such was Quebec’s leave.
taking of their Excellencies, and such a demonstration the citizens
would not have made had it not been richly deserved,—and it was
as hearty as it was spontaneous.*

At Montreal the Vice-regal party took the Grand Trunk Railway,
and proceeded to Toronto, where they arrived in the evening of the

24th September.

* Quebec Chronicle.
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and Reply—Visit to Montreal, November, 1872—Presentation of Statue of
Her Majesty to the City—Speech on the occasion—French Speech—Return to
Ottawa—Visit to the Christian Brothers School—Ottawa Ladies College—Con-
vent de Notre Dame—Visit to Quebec, January, 1873— Visit to Poultry Show—
Grand Citizens’ Ball—Visit to Falls of Montmorenci—Ball given by Stadacona
Skating Club—YVisit to Ursuline Convent—Zord Dufferin on * Pet Names ”—
Arrival at Montreal —Visit to St. Ann’s School—Torch-light Snow-Shoe Tramp
= Inspection of Fire Brigade—Visit tc Church of Notre Dame—Catholic Com-
mercial Academy—Ladies Benevolent Institution—Deaf and Dumb Asylum—
House of Industry—Asylum for Deaf-Mutes—McGill College University—
McGill Normal Schoo!—St. Mary’s Jesuit College—C. ristian Brothers Schools
—Montreal College—Convent of Villa Maria—Montreal Water Works—Pro-
testant Infants’ Home—St. Mary’s Convent, Hochelaga—St. Patrick’s Orphan
Asylum—St. Bridget’s Refuge—Court House—Supreme Court— Sergeants’
Mess Room— Races of Alexandra Snow-Shoe Club—Victoria Skating Rink
Tournament—Address from Presbyterian Church—St. George’s Society—Mont-
real Board of Trade—Grand Ball—Skating Carnival— Concert of Philharmonic
Society—Speech at McGill College University, 22nd January, 1873— Speech
at McGill Normal Sckool—Hints as to ** manners ” of youth—Speech at St.
Patrick’s Orphan Asylum—Summary of His Excellency’s character, so far
exhibited in Canada—Leaves Montreal for Ottawa, sth Fubruary, 1873.

ToroNTO turned out en masse on the evening of the 24th September,

1872, to do fitting honor to their Excellencies. They were met at
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the station by his Honor Lieutenant Goyemor 'Howland, Sir I—{a.stmgsf
Doyle, and a great number of distinguished citizens f’f the caplta.l o

Ontario, and were escorted by an immense lorcl?-hght procession,
with military and music, to Government Housg, which was brilliantly
lighted and decorated for the occasion. - Illumlr}aiefi arc’}‘les had be;n
preparcd, and the reception was most enthusiastic. 'The Hon(.i .
W. Scott, Secretary of State, had joined thc? party at Pr'escott, anH on
the arrival at Government House of the}r Excelle{10|es the‘ hqr}.
Alexander Mackenzie and the Hon. Archibald McKellar paid their
resPéCti:O rte:he;:;.tions had been made for a bali at Government House.
Durinr; thz nI::xt day their Excellencies remained thte gliests of the
Lieutenant Governor, when the members of the Ontgn.o (,ove;;'nmem
were presented. In the evening one of thg most brilhant balls ever

iven in Toronto welcomed the representative of Royalty.v

glveO the next day, the 26th September, the Governor General pro-
ceeder(; to Hamilton,’ where the Provincial Exhil{ition was i.n progf-ess".
Hamilton, having earned the cognomex'l of “The Ambitious City,

was determnined to preserve her repmathn. She‘had sent a deputa-
tion to ‘Toronto, to meet His Excellepcy n th'at city, and accomlpany
the party to Hamilton. This deputation consisted of tl'u‘: Hc‘)n.d sz;;‘c
Buchanan, Hon. S. Mills and Messrs. D McI.nnes, A. T. Woo , t d
Irving, W. K. Muir, and 8. E. Gregory. The Vlce-regal.party consis Ct
of their Excellencies the Earl and Counte.ss of Duﬂ“?rm ; Lleu.t;rrxa?
Governor Howland ; Sir Hastings Doyle, Lleutenan‘t'({overnor of Eo :i
Scotia ; Sir Frederick Arrow, Deputy Master of Trinity Housec, . ;Ig
land ; Col. and Mrs. Hurriet Fletcher; Col‘. Cumberland, AD i{ L.
Coulsen, A.D.C. ; Mr. Brassey, M.P., Eng.afld ; Mrs. Brasfe)l'l ; or:i.
Messrs. A. Mackenzie, Adain Crooks, R. W. Scott, A. McKellar, an

Petgn(“:r‘:i.ving at the station in Hamilton, wht'ere His Excellency wl:s
received by the Mayor and Aldermen of th.e _c‘lty, the members of tre
Board of Trade, the members of the Exhibition Board, and a lzj.lr‘i:e
assemblage of citizens, a number of addresses were presented. cf
City Clerk, Mr. Beasley, read the address of ' the Mayor and ’gozso(r;
tion, presented by the Mayor, Mr. D. B. Chisholm ; Mr.'.A. .ld .o :
read the address of the Board of Trade ; Mr. Alex.'}_[. Wingfie 1 T'ab
a poem of welcome, composed by himself. On arriving at the h-x lAl -
ition grounds, His Excellency was met at the gates by the president
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and officers of the Association, and an immense number of people.*
On ascending the judges’ stand, Mr. S. White, the President of the
Association, read an address of the Council of the Agricultural and
Arts Association of Ontario to His Excellency, another to his Honor
Lieutenanc Governor Howland, and one to Sir Hastings Doyle, to all
of which suitable replies were made.

The next day His Excellency and party returned to Toronto
where extensive preparations had been made for their reception.
The demonstrations in Quebec had stirred up the citizens of the
chief city of Ontario, who were determined to show their appreciation
of Lord Dufferin by an unusual display. The city was gay with
triumphal arches, flags, decorations, devices, mottoes, and armorial
bearings at every turn, while thousands of enthusiastic people crowded
the streets. Their Excellencies, the Mayor and Aldermen, and the
gentlemen who accompanied them, were conducted to the City Hall,
where a number of gentlemen were presented to their Excellencies,
among whom were the Chancellor of Ontario, the Hon. Mr. Spragge ;
Chief Justice Draper ; the Hon. Mr. Hagarty, Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas ; the Hon. Mr. Gal., one of the Puisné judges; the
Hon. Messrs. M. C. Cameron, Wm. Macdougal, W. L. Macpherson, J.
B. McMurrich, Wm. McMaster, G. W. Allan; the Bishop of Toronto,

* ¢ Never was there such a multitude seen at an exhibition, the number being
estimated as high as fifty thousand.”— Zoronto Mail, ajth September, 1872.

¢ The party then, upon the suggestion of His Excellency, left the stand, and
on foot made the whole circuit of the ring, in order that the people might see them
better than it was possible for them to do from the distance at which they stood.
The progress of His Excellency and Lady Dufferin was a continued ovation, the'
people cheering enthusiastically as they passed, and exhibiting in every way the
feelings of loyalty and pleasure with which they were filled. It was a very
pleasant and impressive spectacle to see the representative of Her Majesty making
acquaintance in this manner with the people over whom he had been appointed
to govern ; and it was inspiring to héar the acclamations of twenty thousand loyal
stbjects resounding in honor o1 one who has already earned a title to their con-
sderation and respect. * * * The palace and grounds were too crowded to
admit the party extending their visit to other parts of the exhibition, and after
examining the animals, they again took carriage, and soon afterwards left the
grounds, the people cheering when they passed, as before, The party were driven
through the principal streets of the city,—Lord and Lady Dufferin to the residence
of Mr. D. McInnes, Lieut. Governor Howland to that of the Hon. Isaac Buchanan,
aud Sir Hastings Doyle to Colonel McGiverin's,” —/id,

r
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Rev. Provost Whittaker, Dean Grasett, Rev. Dr. Davies, Archbishop
Lynch, Father Gemmell, Dr. McCaul, Prof. Wilson, Dr. Ryerson,
and Cols. Denison, Spicer and Stevenson. His Worship the Mayor,
Mr. Sheard, read an address from the corporation, and Mr. A. R.
McMaster, President of the Board of Trade, read another from
that body. To these, verbal replies were given by His Excellency,
and subsequently, written ones were furnished. As these replies were
among the first of Lord Dufferin’s official utterances in the great Prov-
ince of Ontario, and, as they vividly express the views he then enter-
tained on the points referred to in them, they are now in part repro-
duced. To the Mayor and Corporation he said :

*“ MR. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—During my progress through the various
sections of the Dominion I have been everywhere greeted with assurances of the
deep attachment of the Canadian people to the British Throne and Constitution, and
nowhere have those expressions been more marked thanin the Province of Ontario.
I can assure you that I am deeply sensible of the honor I enjoy in being called
upon to administer the Government of so important a community,—a com-
munity destined, I believe, to develop the traditional iustitutions and the genius of
the Mother Country to the highest degrez of perfection.

The confederation of the Provinces proves huw great is the practical wisdom
and sagacity of your statesmen ; and the rapidity with which all sectional jealousies,
and the animosities of race and religion, have disappeared aflords a striking proof
of the patriotism and magnanimity of the people, Most cordially do I reiterate
your hope that, ere long, the whole of the North American Provinces may be
welded into a ;;erfect whole, and that before I leave your shores I may have
called together a Dominion Parliament, in which no portion of Her Majesty’s
Transatlantic Territories shall be unrepresented.” *

In his reply to the address of the Board of Trade he said :—

I feel it to be a great honor to have been called upon to administer the Gov-
ernment of so pregressive and so prosperous a Dominion. Hardly a week passes
but fresh proofs are brought to my notice of the illimitable resources which it con-
tains, and which cannot fail to become rich fountains of wealth to its industrious
and energetic people.

1 have been looking forward with impatience to my visit to the capital of
Ontario,—and I propose to spend some weeks in Toronto for the express purpose
of becoming acquainted with its inhabitants and its institutions.”

The city was brilliantly illuminated in the evening,

Saturday morning was devoted to the reception of addresses at the

* This hope was fully realized with the exception that, when His Excellency
left Canada, Newfoundland alone, of the whole of British North America had
not yet entered into confederation,
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Queen’s Hotel. An address was presented by the Wesleyan Methodist
Conference. The deputation consisted of the Rev. Morley Punshon,
President of the Conference ; Rev. William Scott, Secretary ; and the
Rev. Messrs. C. Slater, John Gemly, E. H. Dewart, Alex. Sutherland,
and W. S. Griffin. An address from the Irish Protestant Benevolent
Society of Toronto was presented by the following gentlemen : Warring
Kenny, President ; W. F. McMaster, Vice-P-esident; Dr. Hodgins,
A. T. McCord, Alex. Hamilton, Robt. Wilkes, M.P., James Irwin,
Dr. Aikins, Thomas Kerr, and N. Dickey.

Later in the day a deputation from the Temperance Societies
attended His Excellency, and an address from members of the Total
Abstinence Organization of the city was presented by Fdward

%ett, P. H. Steward, Dennis O'Brien, M. Nasmith and James B.
Nixon. In the afternoon His Excellency held a levee in the Legisla-
tive Assembly Hail of the Parliament Buildings, which was very
numerously attended. On the following Monday the Vice-regal party
proceeded to Niagara Falls, in whose vicinity they remained during
the week, visiting the numerous places of interest.*

When at Hamilton during the Exhibition an address on behalf of
the Indians of the Six Nations was presented, signed by James Givins
and thirty-two other chiefs. His Excellency forwarded a reply from
Niagara, in which he referred to the loyalty of the Indian races to

* ¢ Take a carriage,” vociferated half a dozen greedy hackmen,

“No, I thank you,” politely answered the Governor General. * We much
preier walking—it is but a short distance.”

“ Three quarters of a mile—a long walk for your Excellency,” persisted one of
the more unfortunate of these irrepressible Jehus.

*That’s but a :tep, my man,” said the Governor General, and away they went.

A shoddyite, with only five dollars in the world to bless himself with,”
observed a gentleman witnessing the scene, *would have taken a carriage, and
here’s a man with a salary of $50,000 a year in gold—more than twice that of
the President of the United States—who goes on foot.” * * * = » + » «
The receptions given him, aniounting to the dignity and importance of a triumph,
in his recent tour through Canada, attest the favorable impression he has already
made upon the people. He has entered upon his new career under the happiest
auspices, and everything betokens his most admirable fitness for the place. Heis
modest, unassuming, courteous to all,—and with nothing of that brusqueness
of manner that in so many men clothed with only a little brief authority shews
itself with such odious prominence, The Countess of Dufferin appears to be a lady
of the same modes* and retiring disposition,—a lady of the Queen Victoria school,

quiet, unpretending, winning smiles and love wherever she goes.”— Correspondence
of New York Herald.
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the British Crown, assured them that their devotion was esteemed
by Her Majesty, “to whom the welfare of her Indian children is a
constant care,” and trusted that the Six Nations would endeavor to
emulate their white brethren * in the industry, the sobriety and the pro-
vidence which do so much to ensure happiness, and are evidences of a
noble, firm, and constant character.”
On Saturday, sth October, the Vice-regal party returned to Toronto.
On the following Tuesday night, their Excellencies gave their first Draw-
ing-room in Ontario, in the Assembly Chamber of the Parliament Build-
ings, which was attended by about fifteen hundred persons,—and on
1oth October, their Excellencies and suite, attended by the Hon.
Alex. Mackenzie and the Hon. Arch. McKellar, proceeded to London
to attend the Western Fair. On their way, addresses were presented
to His Excellency, at Woodstock, by the Mayor and Corporation of
the town, read by Mr. William Grey, the Mayor ; and by the Warden
and members of the County Council of the county of Oxford, read
by Mr. H. Parker, the Warden. An immense number of people had
crowded into Woodstock to get a sight of the already popular Governor
General, and his brief stay was the occasion of great enthusiasm. The
Vice-regal party reached London in the afternoon, and were received by
his Worship the Mayor, Mr. John Campbell, and the members of the City
Council ; Mr. Atkinson, the President, and the members of the Board of
Trade ; Col. Taylor, Col. Moffatt, Major Walker, the Hon. Mr. Leonard,
Senator ; Mr. T. M. Daly, M.P.; Mr. Scatcherd, M.P.; Mr. Oliver,
M.P.; Mr. Glass, M.P.; Mr. G. W. Ross, M.P.; Mr. Waterworth,
M.P.; Mr. J. B. Guest, M.P. ; Mr. Stephen Blackburn, and a number
other prominent gentlemen of the city and county. An address from
the Mayor and Corporation of the city was read by the Mayor, Mr.
Carapbell ; another of the City of London Board of Trade was read by
Mr. Atkinson, to each of which His Excellency gave a suitable reply.
A procession was then formed, and, accompanied by many thousands
of enthusiastic people, the Governor General and his party were
escorted to the Exhibition grounds. On his arrival he was received by
Mr. Wm. Saunders, the President of the Western Fair Association, by
whom an address of that body was read, to which His Excellency
replied. In the evening the city was illuminated. A number of
arches were erected for the occasion, lighted vp by gas. Chinese
lanterns were lavishly used in the streets,—an immense torch-light
procession with fire works added brilliancy to the scene. A grand ball
was given which passed off with great éclat.
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The next day was devoted to a visit to Petrolia, the centre of the
oil regions. On his way thither His Excellency was presented with
an address at Strathroy by the Mayor and Common Council, and on
his arrival at Petrolia, with another, by the Reeve and Municipal
Council of the village.

A little incident occurred here, illustrative of the thoughtful
kindness of His Excellency, even to young childrén. After his reply
to the address of the Municipality, aud while the people were being
presented to Her Excellency, he, almost unobserved, walked back
to the place where the children were sealed, and began addressing
them in a familiar and paternal way. It was not for some minutes
that his absence from the dais was noticed, and then a number of
persons gathered around him to listen to his remarks. He said he
was glad to learn that the children were good in behaviour, attentive
to their studies, and industrious in their habits. They had the
advantage of being natives of a country where all possessed equal
rights,—where the road to prosperity and honors was open to every
one alike, and where no abject want prevailed. They were born to
advantages greater than those of the people of any country in
Europe, and he trusted that as they grew older they would learn to
appreciate and value them.

His Excellency returned to Toronto during the evening, special
trains having been placed at his disposal by Mr. Muir, manager of the
Great Western Railway Company, to ensure the speedy return of the
party.*

Lord Dufferin remained in Toronto until the 28th October. In
order to show how desirous he was to acquire a knowledge of the
various institutions of the capital of Ontario, their Excellencies, on
the 15th October, visited Bishop Strachan’s Church of England school,
known as “ Wykeham Hall Scheol.” On the 16th, they attended a
concert in aid of the St. Nicholas Home for boys, under the patronage

* The general resnlt of J.ord Dufferin’s visit to Western Ontario is fairly
summed up by one of the leading Canadian journals of the day: “ A couple of
years ago, when a company of French artistes and litterateurs visited England,
it was said of Earl Granville, and the Earl of Duflerin, who did the honors at
a public dinner given to them, that they were perhaps the only two public men in
the Kingdom to whom it was a not more difficult task to address a learned
assemblage in the French than in their own language. No one who lias read Lord
Dufferin’s speech delivered in Ireland, at the banquet given him just before his
departure for Canada, and has perused his briefer speeches since he has been among
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of his Honor Lieutenant Governor Howland and Mrs. Howland ; on
the 17th, Trinity College ; on the 18th, University College. On the
21st, His Excellency received an address from the Presbytery of
Toronto; on the same day their Excellencies visited the following
Roman Catholic institutions : St. Michael's College, St. Joseph’s College,
and the Convent. His Excellency received an address from the Yacht
Club ; and in the evening, their Excellencies gave a dinner and
evening party. On the 22nd the following programme was carried
out —visit of inspection to the Normal School; University Athletic
Sports, the prizes were disfributed by Her Excellency; dinner party.
On the 23rd, visit to John and Kirg Streets Schools ; also to Loretto
Abbey, House of Providence, and La Salle Institute, Roman Catholic
institutions ; dinner and evering party. On the 24th, visit to the
Private Schools of Miss Stubbs and Miss Dupont ; ball at Parliament
Buildings. On the 25th, visit to Osgoode Hall, the Hall of the Law
Courts :—lunch there, and concert at Yorkville in aid of the Young
Men's Christian Association. On the 26th, Athletic Sports on the
Toronto Cricket grourvi. In the evening a ball, perhaps the finest ever
given in Toronto. The following ladies were honored by dancing with
His Excellency : Mrs. Howland, Miss Cumberland, Mrs. Mowat, Mrs.
T. C. Patteson, Miss Crawford, Mrs. J. B. Robinson, Miss Harman,
Miss Taylor (London), Mrs. George Brown, Miss Fraser (Port Hope),
Mirs. F. Barlow Cumberland, Mrs. Allan McDougall, Mrs. Kirkpatrick
(Kingston), Miss Heward and Mrs. Nicol Kingsmill. Her Excellency,
honored with her hand the Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Mowat, Mr.
George Brown, and Mr. McKellar.

Among the numerous speeches which Lord Dufferin made on
these occasions, three, which, from their importance and excellence,
are re-produced at length.

The first was delivered at Upper Canada College, on the occasion
of the visit of their Excellencies to that institution, on the 15th

us but must feel satisfied that he has a most complete mastery of Englisl. All
his speeches are models of correct diction.” * * * ¢ Lord Dufferin’s observations
of Canada and of Canadian society must have produced that agreeable surprise
which is common to every educated Englishman—we use the word in its widest
signification—who has visited the Dominion for either a shorter or a longer period.
His every word bears evidence of the delight he has experienced from contact
with our people, as well as from the natural beauties of the country,——the substantial
wealth of our chief cities and towns, and the geneval prosperity of all classes of
the community.”
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October. In reply to the address of tiie officers of the College he
said: T

“ MR. PRINCIPAL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—1I can assure you that it is with
very great pleasure I find myself within these walls. Any institution which contains
within it such a speci.-cn of the youth of a country must be one of the most
interesting sights which could be presented to the eyes of those who are in any way
connected with its administration, and I am sure that both to the Licutcnant-
Governor and to myself the aspect of so many bright and intelligent faces is a
matter of the greatest satisfaction. I have had the pleasure already of passing
through the various class-rooms, of informing myself of the course of instruction
communicated at this college, and of makin, 1e acquaintance of those gentlemen
who superintend the studies of the pupils ; and, from first to last, I have seen
nothing but what abpears to me to be based upon the most admirable principles for
the instruction of youth. As I understand, it is the ambition of those who direct
the internal affairs o1 this establishment, to assimilate, as far ns possible, the prin-
ciples of its moral government to those which have proved so successful in the
administration of the great public schools in England. Well then, sir, I ask
mysell what are the leading features of an English public school; and here I
would lay aside for the moment any reference to the particular course of study
which may be pursued at those establishments, because they vary in different
localities and. are influenced by diflerent considerations, but there is one feature
which is common to them all, and that is, that the authorities who are charged
with the responsibilities of the education of those y 'ung lads have laid down for
themselves this golden rule, that they will not treat the boys placed under their care
as mere children, as incapable of themselves discerning between what is right and
what is wrong, Letween what is honorable and what is dishonorable ; but they
endeavor to create amcag their pupils a healthy public opinion, and through its
instrumentality to maintain the proper discipline of the school, I am certain that
there is no more fruitful principle, no more certain mode of gaining at the same
time the confidence of the pupils and enlisting them on the side of order, regularity
and good conduct, than by thus making an appeal ‘o their honorable feelings.
Educated myself at a public school where, perhaps, this principle of trustfulness
towards the boys has been carried out to the greatest extent, I know how it actl
upon the minds of the individuals wh2 cre thus honored by the confidence of their
masters,  Although, of course, like other boys, we wer= very often idle, and
occasionally disobedient, although we committed many things for which we
deserved punishment, and for which, I must say, we received it, yet we each of us
had this feeling, that, placed upon our hovors, as it were, we disdained to commit
a base, a dishonorable, or an unworthy action. (Loud applause.) Perhaps the
distinction between what was strictly right and wrong was somewhat confused ;
though we gave rather a liberal interpretation to the code which we thus set our-
selves, yet notwithstanding any imperfections of this kin', there was not one of us
who, if discovered in a fault, or accused of any act of disobedience, would have
hesitated to avow this fault, or would have sought refuge in anything so dastardly
as a lie. There was also another principle to which an appeal was made with
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success, and which worked with great benefit among the boys—the principle of
endeavoring to impose upon the elder lads a certain degree of responsibility, not
only in regard to the example they set, but in reference to the active influence they
exercised among their junior companions.  This was a very healthy principle. I
do not think that the authority thus delegated was ever abused, or that the boys
who were the most conscientious in its exercise were at all unpopular upon that
account with their younger colleagues; and I am sure a kindly word of warning
from a boy whom we felt to be superior to ourselves, not only in his moral character,
his age, or learning, but also in his skill in manly sports, exercised a most h althful
and pleasant influence upon our own conduct. (Applause.) We knew, of _ourse,
we were school boys, and willingly and gladly submitted to the disciplire w= were
called upon to obey ; but our masters were always careful to inculcate upon our
minds that because we were school boys, we had not ceased to be Ergli+h gentle-
men. I will not dwell farther upon this point because 1 know that to a youthful
audience, brevity is the soul of eloquence ; but before concluding, I wish to say with
what satisfaction I have perceived the catholic character of this establishment, not
only in the tecknical acceptation of that term in respect of its freedom from any
religious restrictions or controversial impediments to its utility, but in the sense that
its healthtul influence seems to extend throughout the whole Dominion of Canada,
and even into distant parts of America. I have already had the pleasure of speak-
ing to two or three boys who have come from the Southern States, one from Geor-
gia and another I think from New Orleans ; and it speaks well for the reputation of
this college that such distant students should have been attracted to its walls,
There is also another very favorable regulation which I have observed, and which
had not been thought of when I was a boy, and which, in a country like this,
cannot fail to be of the greatest convenience. I mean the principle of allowing the
streams of education, after they have flowed together for some time, to bifurcate in
different directions, so as to allow the boys to follow the course which their taste or
talents point out, or their parents in their disc.ction may select for them. By this
means you are able to furni<h students to all ihose vari=ties of occupation which are
so multiform in a new country. It must be a source of pride to you that this col-
lege should have furnished to the annals of the State the names of so many dis-
tinguished persons. You already count among those who have gone before you the
Prime Minister of the Province, and perhaps some day you may also be able to
point out, as amongst the numbers of your predecessors, the Prime Minister of the
Dominion, (Applause.) We have present hereto-day one of the most distinguished
gentlemen of this Province, a person eminent in the legal profession, who was also
a pupil of this establishment, and it must be a mutual satisfaction to him, as well
as to the pupils assembled in his presence, that they should have this opportunity
of meeting. (Applause.) I thank you, Mr, Principal, I thank you, ladies and gentle-
mer, and I thank you, boys, for the kind and hearty welcome you have given to the
representative of Her Majesty ; and I am quite certain that, wherever a Canadian boy
is t0be found, there, also, Her Majesty will find a loyal subject.” (Loud cheers.)
His Excellency subsequently rose again, and requested the autho-
rities to grant the boys a whole holiday. The Principal consented,
and fixed upon Monday for the holiday. The boys of the Sixth, and
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the Exhibitioners of the Fifth Forms were then presented to His
Excellency, and the Vice-regal party left the building.

The second was delivered at Toronto University on the 18th
October. His Excellency had been invited to attend the annual
convocation of University College, and consented to take a pro-
minent part in the proceedings by presenting the prizes. The Senate
of the University, conjointly with the Council of University College,
presented an address of welcome to His Excellency. The address,
signed by the Hon. Adam Crooks, LL.D., Vice-Chancellor of the
University ; W. G. Falconbridge, Registrar ; John McCaul, LL.D,,
President of University College ; and W. H. Vandersmissen, M.A.,
acting registrar, was read by Mr. John A. Boyd, M.A., His Excel-
lency replying in the following terms :

“ DR.McCAuL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I cannot qui the presence of this
distinguished company without desiring in a few words to express to the Chancellor,
to the Vice-Chancellor, ana the authorities of this institution, and to those who, upon
this occasion, have associated themselves with them in the pleasing welcome which
tley have been good enough to extend to Lady Dufferin and myself, my best thanks
for the kind and hearty reception which they have accorded us. I hive been look-
ing forward for a considerable time with the greatest pleasure to this occasion. I
had long since heard of the admirable system of education which had been estab-
lished in the Province of Ontario, and especially in the University of Toronto.
(Applause.) But I must say that any expectations I may have formed, however
pleasing, have been infinitely surpassed by the pleasure I have experienced in my
visit, (Applause.) Until I reached Toronto itself, I confess I was not aware that
so magnificent a specimen of Gothic architecture existed upon the American conti-
nent. (Applause.) I can only say that the citizens of Toronto, as well as the
students of this University, have to be congratulated, in the first place, that, amongst
the inhabitants of their own Province, there should have been found a gentleman so
complete a master of his art as to have been enabled to decorate this town with
such a magnificent specimen of his skill ; and, in the next place, on the liberality
and public spirit of the Government and the people, which placed at his disposal
the means of executing his design. (Applause.) But it is not only on account of
the material appliances for the distribution of instruction that T have to congratulate
you. I must also felicitate those whom I see present still more upon the fact that
they have been able to collect within these walls, and to furnish this Hall and its
chairs with a President, and with a body of Professors, amply worthy of the building
which they occupy. (Applause.) Thanks to an intimacy I had the good fortune
of forming with some relatives of Dr. McCaul, before I reached Canada, I was in
some measure aware of the successful nature of his labors, and of the noble work
upon which he was engaged. (Applause.) Since my arrival here, I have also
been able to assure myself that, perhaps, in no other educational establishment is
there to be found 2 more competent body of Professors, or a collection of gentlemen
who, in their several departments, are more qualified te do justice to the subjects
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which they undertake to teach. (Applause.) It is a special matter of congratula-
tion to the inhabitants of Toronto that there should be residing in their midst a body
of gentlemer: of this description, because it cannot fail to be an advantage to any
society that, mixing vpon familiar terms with them upon every occasion, there
should he found gentlemen of erudition in the several departments of human
knowledge, inasmuch as their presence and their conversation cannot fail to stimu-
late the intellectual and the mental activity of all who have the happiness of becoming
acquainted with them.  Brt, of course, ladies and gentlemen, it is rather in their
professorial and professional character that we have now to consider them, and [
must say that nothing has taken me more by surprise, while, at the same time,
nothing has given me greater pleasure, than to have perceived, in consequence of
the pleasing duty which I have been called upon to perform, that, within the walls
of this University, a greater number of subjects is taught and a more practical direc-
tion is given to the education and to the studies of the students than within the walls
of any University with which I have been hitherto acquainted. (Applause.) All 1
can say is, that I myself, who have been educated at Oxiurd, should have been
extremely grateful if the same means, the same appliances, and the same advantages
for pursuing the various branches of study, which were not then considered hy any
means a necessary portion of our curriculum, had been placed within my reach.
(Applause.) But, while I hasten to pay this compliment to the practical character
of many of the departments over which these distinguished gentlemen preside, I trust
it will not be for a moment imagined that upon that account I am one of those who
are disposed to undervalue or to desire to see relegated to an inferior position that
which I consider to be the backbone of a liberal education. I mean the study of
the Greek and Roman classics. (Applause.) Iam happy to think that, amongst
the many students to whom it has been my good fortune to deliver prizes, there
have heen several young gentlemen who have distinguished themselves both in
Latin and in Greek, and I think that, especially in a new country like this, where
there is such an exuberant display of all the riches of nature—where every one
almost is primarily concerned in material pursuits—it is a point of the very
greatest importance that the lessons and the experiences of antiquity should not
be lost sight of, but that a knowledge of the learning, of the poetry, and of the his-
tory of the past, should liberalize our modern ideas. (Applause.) In considering
the educational system of Toronto, so far as I have been able to make myself
acquainted with it, it seems to me as though its University were the key-stone of
that educational arch upon which the future prosperity of the Province must de-
pend. (Applause.) Owing to the very high standard which has been fixed for
matriculation, there is naturally required of every educational establishment of 2
lower degree the maintenance of a correspondingly high standard, while that stand-
ard itself becomes the platform from which the students, when once they have suc-
ceeded in entering your walls, tzke a new departure, and endeavor to reach, before
they have finished their University career, even a still higher elevation. And now,
in conclusion, I would ask permission to say a very few words more, especially
addressed to the students of the University themselves, I by no means venture to
read them a lecture, or to preach them a sermon ; but I would simply remind them
that perhaps in no country in the world, under no possible conditions which can be
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imagined, do a body of young men, such as those I see around me, start in life
under more favorable auspices, or enter upon their several careers with a more
assured certainty that, by industry, by the due cultivating of their intelligence, by
sobriety of manners and of conduct, they may attain the greatest prizes of life. I
would remind them that they are citizens of a country in which the most cherished
prizes of ambition are open to all—that, however humble the origin of any one of
them may have been, there is no position in the service of the country which he
may not hope to attain, and such a positionis one of the most honorable objects of
ambition which a young man could put before him as his aim in life. And I
would further remind them that tiey may hope to attain to, not only the prizes
which exist in this country in the several professions they may adopt, or in the
public service of the Dominion, but that there are other prizes of an imperial
nature within their reach,—for the Queen of England does not stop to enquire
whether a deserving citizen is an Australian, or a Canadian, or a Scotchman, or
an Irishman, or an Englishman, it is enough that he should have rendered the
State good service, and this is his title to her favor and reward. (Applause.)
Already we have inthis country a distinguished example of the truth of what I
have said, Within a few weeks past, to a native born Canadian, and at the same
time one of the most distinguished servants of the Empire, the Queen has been
pleased to extend a signal mark of her favor, and has invited Sir Jobn Macdonald
to become a member of the Imperial Privy Council. (Applause.) There are others,
friends of my own, who, in their early life having been Colonists, on returning to
England have fought their way into Parliament, and are now counted among the
most distinguished and successful rulers of the Empire. It will be enough for me
to make this slight allusion to this subject, I am sure those I am addressing will
lay it to heart, and the lesson I have ventured to inculcate will not be lost upon
them. Ladies and gentlemen, Ihave to apologise for the extremely imperfect nature
of these remarks. It was not until a very short time before I made my appearance
among you that I was made aware that I should be called upon to do more than
make a formal reply to the very cordial address with which I have been honored.

Had I known that an opportunity would be afforded to me of addressing, for the

first time since I have been in Canada, an audience so distinguished in every

respect, both for its learning, and, I may say for its beauty (applause), I certainly

should have made that preparation which I feel to be necessary, and the want

of which I trust you will kindly excuse.” (Loud applause.)

On the 23rd October their Excellencies paid a visit to the Loretto
Young Ladies’ school, Toronto. A delicate compliment was paid to
His Excellency in the singing by Miss Payne of the “Irish Emi-
grant,” a beautiful song written by 'his mother. In replying to the
address of the pupils, Lord Dufferin said :

“Young LabDiEs,—I can assure you that I find it very difficult, indeed, to dis-
cover words which will express, with sufficient earnestness, my deep sense of the
kindness with which you have received me to-day. When I look around and con-
sider all the preparations which have been made for my welcome, I scarcely know
to which to refer with the greatest admiration. The young ladies themselves,
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ranged like a bed of flowers in the sunshine of spring-tide,—the beautiful music

which has been sung with such taste, delicacy, and feeling, more especially the
song which was written by my mother, to which, naturally, I can never listen with-

out deep emotion—all have combined to make an impression upon me which will

never fade away. I have been extremely interested in learning, from the observa-

tions which fell from His Grace the Archbishop, the origin of this community, and
T am proud to think it was from Irish shores it set forth to this country upon its
beneficent mission. I congratulate you heartily, young ladies, upon the fortunate
circumstance which has placed you within these walls, and I am sure, from all I
have heard and witnessed of the noble work in which the sisters are engaged, that
the benefits which will be spread abroad through the Dominion cannot be over-
estimated. In speaking of a certain lady, an English writer, famous in his tim-,
concluded a brilliant passage in her honor by observing that ‘to know her was
itself a liberal education.” I would venture to recommend you to .1y this obser-
vation to heart, and to remember that the character and conduct of the women of
a country do more, perhaps, than anything else to elevate the tone of feeling
amongst its inhabitants, to inspire them with high thoughts and noble endeavors,
and with that spirit of chivalry which raises our nature far above its ordinary level,
When, however, these s« ‘iments, are still further illuminated by a spirit of devo

tion, and directed by the counsels of religion, we have just cause to hope that the
career of such a nation will receive the blessing of God, and will prove a benefit
to the world at large. 1 wish more especially to express to the sisters themselves
my deep and hearty sympathy with them in their lives of retirement and self-sacri-
fice, and I cannot imagine that there can be a greater consolation to their own
minds, or that a more perfect tribute could be paid to the utility and high charac-
ter of their work than the fact that the pupils placed under their guardianship and
beneath the influence of their saintly lives should include the flower of the Catholic
maidenhood of Toronto. I can only say, in conclusion, that, on my own behalf,
as well as on behalf of the Countess of Dufferin, I thank you again and again, and
that I wish to each one of you individually, and to the community collectively, all
the happiness that this world can give. 1 make no doubt but that, whatever may
be the dangers, the anxieties, the trials, and temptations which, in your future lives
you will have to encounter—and there is none of us whose life is entirely exempt
from them—the instruction which you have had here will do as much as any earthly
thing can do to sustain «nd comfort you, and will prove, to the end of your lives,
a delightful reminiscence.” (Applause.)

On 26th Qctober His Excellency received an address from the
officers of the Sabbath School Association of Canada, and in the evening,
accompanied by Her Excellency, his Honor the Lieutenant Governor
and Mrs. Howland, with their suites, attended the Lyceum Theatre, at
an entertainment given for the benefit of the Protestant Orphans’
Home, under the direction of Mrs. Morrison, the secretary of the
Institution. On the following day, Sunday, their Excellencies
visited the St. James’ Cathedral Sunday school, where His Lordship
addressed the pupils. On the next day, the z28th October, the Vice

1472]

regat p
evening

On

dress fr¢
Provine
sing  the
deputati
Archdea
couched
“To THE
Prov

“My |

Head of th
accept witl
in doing so

it is not sol
England by
M:nistex th:
of good-wil
50 generally
those of you
fully mainta
Church, whi
truth of the
people is fo
greatness of
part to furt}
Lady Dufferi

wishes,”

In Now

the 21st of
statue of He
ornamentat;
20,000 peoy
the chairma
requesting |
city of Moni
““GENTLEN
umt I ﬁnd my;

* The Righ
1 The Ven,



1%72]

THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 93

regal party left Toronto for Ottawa, where they arrived on the same
evening.

On the 6th November His Excellency was presented with an ad-
dress from the Bishops of the Church of England in the Ecclesiastical
Province of Canada, then assembled in conference at Qttawa, expres-
sing the congratulations and good wishes of the church. The
deputation consisted of His Lordship the Bishop of Ontario,* the
Archdeacon of Ottawa,t and the Rev. H. Pollard. The reply was
couched in the following terms :

“To THE BtsHOPS OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE ECCLESIASTICAL

PROVINCE OF CANADA:

*My LorDs,—As the representative of our most gracious Queen, who is the
Head of the Church, of which you are the Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province, I
accept with pleasvre the address of welcome which you have presented to me, and,
in deing so, I fulfil a function in especial accordance with my delegated office ; but
it is not solely as representative of our Queen in her relationship to the Church of
England but rather as the Chief Governor of this Great Dominion and her Civil
Minister that I desire to record my satisfaction at receiving so cordial an expression
of good-will from the rulers of a religious community whose influences have been
so generally beneficial throughout the country. Conciliating and blameless to
those of your fellow-subjects who are not members of your communion, you faith-
fully maintain in this new land the faith, discipline and doctrines of the Mother
Church, while, by your efforts to spread abroad true religion, and to inculcate the
truth of the Gospel, upon which alone national prosperity and the happiness of a
people is founded, you contribute to promote the present and ensure the future
greatness of Canada. I can assure you that no eforts shall be wanting on my
part to further your religious endeavors. In conclusion, I beg to thank you on
Lady Dufferin’s behalf and on my own for your prayerful aspirations and kind
wishes.”

In November ilis Excellency proceeded to Montreal, and on
the 21st of that month made a formal presentation to the city of a
statue of Her Majesty which had been procured by the citizens for the
ornamentation of Victoria Square. There were in attendance about
20,000 people, of all ranks, creeds and nationalities. Mr. W, Murray,
the chairman of the Committee, read an address to His Excellency,
Tequesting him to crown their work by presenting the statue to the
city of Montreal, which His Excellency did, in the following terms :

“GENTLEMEN,—It is with a degree of pleasure, very difficult to express in words,
that I find myself engaged in the discharge of a duty so appropriate to my office,

* The Right Reverend J. Travers Lewis, D.D., LL.D., appointed in 1862.
1The Ven. J. S. Lauder, LL.D.
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and so congenial to my feelings, as that which you have imposed upon me to-day.
(Cheers.) Among the many circumstances which have made me feel at what a
rwortunate epoch I have arrived in Canada, by no means the least agreeable is the
fact that there should have been reserved to me this opportunity of taking part in
a ceremony which evinces, in so marked and general a manner, the unfailing
loyalty and affection entertained ULy the citizens of this large, prosperous and
wealthy town to the person and throne of cur Sovereign, (Cheers.) It is, there:
fore, with the most heartfelt sati<faction that I undertake the function now allotted
to me, and that I become the momentary depositary of this unique and precious
gift with which you, gentlemen, the subscribers to the undertaking, are desirous to
grace your city, and which you now commission me to hand over as a perpetual
ornament to the inhabitants of Montrealand to their children forever. (Applause.)
And I must say it is to no mean heritage that these future generations will fall
heirs, for, thanks to the magic power of the sculptor, long after we and those who
have loved and honored Queen Victoria shall have passed away, there will still
remain to them and to their descendants, untouched by tine, this breathing repre-
sentation of that open and intelligent regard, that sweet womanly grace and
imperial majesty of aspect, which in her lifetime combined to render the
presence of the Queen of England more august than that of any contemporary
monarch. (Tremendous cheering.) It is to you, then, citizens of Montreal, that 1
now turn ; it is in your hands that I now place this sacred deposit ; it is on you that
1 lay the charge of guarding for yourselves and those who come after you this
fair image of your Queen, this gracious impersonation of the Majesty of Britain,
this stately type and pledge of our Imperial unity, this crowned and sceptred
symbol of those glorious institutions which we have found to be so conducive to
the maintenance of individual liberty, and of constitutional freedom (loud applause).
Gentlemen, it was my good fortune in early life to serve near the person of our
Sovereign. At that time no domestic calamity had thrown its ineffaceable shadow
across the threshold of her home. 1 was then a spectator of her daily life, its pure
joys, its refined and noble occupations, its duties never neglected, but their
burdens shared by the tenderest of husbands and most sagacious of friends.
It was then that I learned the secret of that hold Her Majesty possesses over the
hearts of her subjects in every part of her extensive empire, (cheers) and when in
latter days death had forever shattered the bright visions of her early happiness,
and left her to discharge alone and unaided, during long years of widowhood
in the isolation of an empty palace, the weighty and oppressive functions of her
royal station, renewed opportunities were afforded me of observing with what
patience, patriotism and devotion to the public service her brave and noble
nature bore each burden and discharged each daily task. (Applause.) From
dissipation, gaieties, the distraction of society, the widowed Sovereign may have
shrunk, but from duty never. (Loud cheers.) When, therefore, you cast your
eyes up to this work of art, let the image of the woman, as well as of the Queen,
be enshrined in your recollections, and let each citizen remember that in Her whose
sculptured lineaments he now regards he has an example of prosperity bome with
meekness, of adversity with patience, of the path of duty unfalteringly followed,
and of a blamelessness of existence which has been a source of pride to every
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English heart, (cheers) and whose pure and radiant influence has shed its holy
light on a thousand, thousand British homes. (Great applause.) Above all leg
each Canadian patriot remember as he contemplates with pride the ever bLright-
ening destinies of his native country, let your children and your children’s children
remember, as, generation after generation, this great Dominion gathers strength and
power, that it was under the auspices and the government of Her whose statue I now
contidle unto your keeping, that these mighty Provinces were confederated into a still
mightier State, and that the foundations of that broad Dominion were laid which, I
trust is destined to prove the Lrightest ornament, and I trust the most powerful adjunct
of the Empire of Britain. (Great enthusiasm.) Gentlemen, I thank you again for the
opportunity you have given me of taking part in these proceedings, and for those kind
expressions which you have addressed to me personally. 1 feel I can make no better
return than by saying that, in the discharge of my office in this country, it is my
desire and hope to follow, at however humble a distance, the example of that beloved
Sovereign, who during a long reign has faithfully trod in the paths of the British
Constitution, and has never once failed in Her duty to Her Crown, Her Ministers,
Her Parliament, or Her people.” (Prolonged cheers.)

At the request of the Mayor His Excellency then addressed the
assembly in French. He said :

* MESSIEURS,—]Je le ferai, sans doute, d’une manidre bien imparfaite, mais je ne
saurais voir cette cérémonie solennelle se terminer, sans essayer de veus oxprimer
dans votre propre langue combien jai été heureux d’assister i cette belle féte, etde
pouvoir apprécier 'empressement que vous avez mis 2 y prendre part, de votre
coté,

Je n'ignore pas, messieurs, que dans nulle partie de son vaste empire, notre
Souveraine saurait compter sur un dévouement plus complet que celui des cana-
diens-frangais,

Brave et noble race qui, la premiére, fournit A PEurope les moyens d’importer
la civilisation sur le continent d’ Amérique. Race valeureuse et hardie dont les ex-
plorateurs, dans Pintérieur de ce continent ont permis a Pindustrie européenne de
s'implanter non-seulement sur les bords du Saint-Laurent, mais encore dans les
riches vallées de I'Ohio et du Mississippi; les premiers forts qu’elle érigea et les
premiers établissements qu’elle forma sont devenus aujourd’hui, grice au jugement
droit et 4 Pespéce d’instinct qui la caractérisent, le noyau de grandes villes et de
puissantes populations ; et c’est & leur coopération actuelle et & leur intelligence
naturelle, que nous devons une bonne partie de la condition prospere de cette Pro-
vince.

Le spectacle de deux peuples composés de nationalités si diverses s’efforgant, &
Penvi 'un de V'autre, de prouver leur loyauté a leur Reine et au gouvernement, et
travaillant de concert ¢t dans une harmonie parfaite au bien de leur commune patrie,
restera I'un des faits les plus remarquables et les plus heureux de Phistoire du
monde, en méme temps qu’il témoignera de la sagesse politique et des sentiments
magnanimes dont sont pénétrés tous les membres de la grande famille Canadienne.”

On his return to Ottawa His Excellency evinced great interest in

the educational institutions of that city, and graciously accepted all
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invitations in connection with them. He took especial pains to mark
his high appreciation of the blessings of education, especially among
a people enjoying an untrammelled, civil and political liberty. Her
Excellency also took a great interest in them, and usual'y accompanied
him on these occasions. On the 3rd Deccember they visited the
Christian Brothers school, a Roman Catholic institution ; on the 16th
the Ottawa Ladies’ college, a Protestant school, and in reply to the
address presented to him His Excellency in conclusion said :

I would beg to remind you that in course of time we shall expect a consider-
able proportion of those whom I am now addressing to be pioneers of civilization
in a westerly direction, and to help to people those rich regions of Western Can-
ada—the North West Provinces—which are being opened up to civilization, and to
the industry and enterprise of this great Dominion,”*

On 2oth December, their Excellencies paid a more formal visit to
the school of the Christian Brothers, which was tastefully decosated for
the occasion with flags, evergreens, mottoes and devices. An address
was delivered, to which His Excellency happily replied. On
21st December they visited the Convent de Notre Dame du Sacré
Coeur. Their Excellencies were received by the Mayor, the Right
Reverend the lord Bishop, and a great number of the elite of
the city. In his reply to the address, His Excellency cor. ratulated
the good Sisters upon the manifest success which had attended their
labors, both in the nursing of the sick and in the education of the
young. Already, he and Lady Dufferin, had had occasion to profit by

* This College is undenominational, every section of the Protestant Church
being represented among the pupils. Their Excellencies were received by the
Rev. John Laing, B.A.; Rev. Mr. Wells, Presbyterian Church, Montreal ;
Rev. Mr. Moore, Secretary ; Mr. John Rochester, M.P. ; Mr. J. D. Slater, Dr.
Sweetland, Rev. Mr. Gordon, Mr. Orme, Mr. Bronson, Mr. C. J. Robinson, Mr.
John Durie, Mr. Geo. Hay, Mr. J. C. Robinson, and others. In conversing with
the Secretary, Mr. Moore, His Excellency asked :

s Do the clergy of the various religious bodies visit your school ?”

Mr. Moore—**.Oh, yes!”

His Excellency—** It is a mixed institution of French and English?”

Mr. Moore—¢ No ; we have no French. We teach Latin, French and German.”

His Excellency—*¢ Do you teach Latin?”

Mr. Moore—¢ We do.”

His Excellency, after a pause—*¢ Do you teach cooking?” (Laughter.)

Mr. Moore—*¢ It is our intention to do so0.”

His Excellency’s object being, under cover of a jest, to convey his preference
for practical education over a mere smattering of Latin or German.
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their kind offices, a number of the Sisters having been called in to

attend a member of their household during a dangerous illness. He
added :

¢ It would be impossible to equal the attention and devotion exhibited by these
ministering angels on the melancholy occasion in question.”

On 7th January, their Excellencies arrived at Quebec, to
attend the Citizens' Ball, which had been tendered thcin on their
leaving the old capital in the preceding September, and on the
following afternoon they visited the Poultry Association show, where
they were rcceived by the Lieutenant Governor, the Mayor, and the
members of the Committee. A guard of honor was in attendance,
and his Honor Sir Narcissc Belleau, the Lieutenant Governor, wel-
comed the visitors in a neat address, in which he referred to the great
pleasure the citizens of Quebec felt in seeing their Excellencies again
among them.

In the evening the Citizens’ ball took place. The ladies of honor
in waiting upon Her Excellency the Countess of Dufferin were :
Mesdames Gamneau, Duval, Langevin, Taschereau, Reeve, Meredith,
H. Smith, Dobell, Tessier, Murphy, Casault, De Lery, Stuart, Caron,
Chauveau, Sewell, Chevalier, and Strange.

The Vice-regal set was arranged as follows :—

The Earl of Duflerin..................Madame Garneau.
Lieutenant Governor Belleau....... «++.The Countess of Dufferin.
Hon, Mr. Langevin......veevvuee. .. Madame Duval.

¢ Judge Meredith .....cc00vuvveves ¢ Taschereau.

€ 4 Stuart....,. cevsererasasee S Meredith.
“ 4 CaroN..ee. ves.. seessvasess * Smith.
€ Mr. Tessier.vasevs sovaneeceseess  Dobell,
¢ < Delery...... sseesens.osne. M Tessier, f
Licutenant Col. Casault............... ¢ O. Murphy, :
“ ¢ Reeve.ersvereresnoaes Casault.

Mr. R. Hamilton.........ccoveauvaes ¢ De Lery,

“ R.R. Dobell....c.oovevvvinnees ¢ Stuart.
Lieutenant Coulson, ADC............ “ A, Chauveau.
¢ Hamilton .........cic0veee % Sewell,
Monsieur Chevalier........... essssess %  Dunscomb.
Lieutenant Col. Strange............cea ¢ Chevalier,

Mr. R.H. Smith ......ce..vvviniiene ¢ Strange,

The entertainment had exhausted the resources of Quebec in all
) a
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that was necessary to render it, as 1t was, the grandest ball given for
many years in the ancient city.®
A visit to the Falls of Montmorenct, accompanied by the members
of the Stadacona Hunt and Driving Club ; a ball in the nnk, given
by the Stadacona Skating Club; a curling match in the rink of the
Quebec Curling Club, formed the amusements of their Ixcellencies
until the 1oth of January, when they left for Montreal, His Excellency
declining a public demonstration which had been proposed on the
occasion of their departure. They arrived at Montreal on the next
morning. The avidity with which His Excellency seized on every
opportunity, however minute, of gaining a full and accurate knowledge
of the various institutions of the country, and of the habits and sporcs
of the people, and of securing their good-will, may be estimated by
the fact that during a stay of twenty-five days in Montreal, he frequently
visited the Skating Rink, and mixed in unrestrained freedom with the
frequenters of that very pleasant place of exercise ; he, with Her Ex-
cellency, who was always as desirous to please as he himself, took
part in a snow-shoe tramp by torch-light, a novel entertainment in
which all the snow-shoe organizations of the city joined, and which
was witnessed by thousands of spectators ; inspected the Fire Brigade
of Montreal ; visited the Church of Notre Dame, the Catholic Commer-
cial Academy, the Ladies’ Benevolent Institution, the Mackay Instite-
tion for Protestant Deaf Mutes, the Protestant House of Industry, McGill
College University, the McGill Normal School, the Jesuits’ College,
the Schools of the Christian Brothers, the Montreal College, the
Convent of Villa Maria, the Montreal Water Works, the Protestant
Infants’ Home, St. Mary’s Convent, Hochelaga ; St. Patrick’s Orphan
Asylum, St. Bridget's Refuge, St. Ann’s Public School, the Court
House, the Supreme Court in Session, the Sergeants’ Mess Room of
the 1st or Prince of Wales Rifles, the annual races of the Alexandr
Snow-Shoe Club, and the Victoria Skating Rink Tournament. In

* The Quebec Chromicle of gth January, thus alludes to the visit of His
Excellency : “From the day when Lord Dufferin set his foot within the bound-
aries of Canada, he has been growing in the love and estimation of her people.
His progress has been a triumphal one, for everywhere he is a conqueror of hearts.
In Quebec, a city for which he has evinced a warm affection, he displayed such
sterling qualities as won for him the esteem of all, and, therefore, when he took his
departure from us, there was little wonder that the hearts of the people should
break out in enthusiastic demonstrations, But it was thought proper that ther
should be a fuller and more tangible expression to His Excellency of the appre
ciation by the people of his generous and unbounded hospitality, and thus it was
that the project of the ball which took place last night originated.”
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addition to these labors His Exceilency received deputations from the
Canada Presbyterian Church, the St. George's Society and the Montreal
Board of Trade who presented him with addresses, and their Excel-
lencies attended a magnificent ball, a splendid skating carnival, and
a concert given by the Philharmonic Society.

The visit to the University of McGill College on the 22nd January,
deserves especial notice.  Accompanied by Her Excellency and kis
Aide-de-Camp, Capt. Harilton, he reached the gates of the College,
when the students, particularly of the Facuvlty of Arts, mustered en
masse, and called on the coachman to “stand and deliver,” declar-
ing that they would themselves draw his sleigh 1o the doors of their
Alma Mater.  After a moment’s parley His Excellency gave his con-
sent, remarking that this demand reminded him of one of the happiest
occasions of h life, when, on his return from church with his bride,
a similar ovation had been tendered him. Coachman and foot-
men at once set to work to take out the horses, and the students
having hitched themselves to the vehicle, passed up the roadway ata
rapid pace, amid the cheers and shoutings of the assembled crowd.
At the door the Vice-regal party was met by tue Chancellor, the Hon.
Charles Dewey Day ; the Vice-Chancellor ; Dr. Dawson, the Principal ;
Mr. W. C. Baynes, the Registrar ; the Metropolitan, and others. The
ghests proceeded te the William Mo'son Hall, where the Governors,
Fellows, Faculty and Graduates had already preceded them. An
address having been read by the Chancellor, His Excellency replie
extemporaneously in the following terms :

“MR. CHANCELLOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—T can assure you that I am
deeply sensible of the warm and flattering welcome which you have given me, a
welcome not orly conveyed in the words of the address which you, Mr. Chancellor,
have just read, but which has been still further exemplified and accentuated by the
ceremony which preceded my admission to your halls. Only upon one other
occasion, and that the most important in the lives of each of us, have Lady
Dufferin and myself been trew :d to similar honor, anc that was upon our marriage
day. 1 can only say that if the ‘coaches’ of this colle,e are as good as the
*horses'—(applause 2nd laughter)—the students cannot fail to take very high and
creditable degrees. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not propose to trouble you upon
the present occasion with anything more thau & very brief but VEry warm expres-
sion of my thanks, not only for the welcome which you have addressed personally
to myself and to the Countess of Dufferin, but still more for that exhibition of
loyalty with which you have gratified me as the representative of Her Most
Gracious Majesty. In return, I can assure you, with the most perfect truth, that
there is no university in any part of Her Majesty’s dominions which the Queen
does not regard with interest and solicitude. (Applause.) At the same time I think
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with what indulgence they will probably listen to anything which falls from their
well-wisher and a friend. 1 would ask them, then, to remember that the gener-
ation which has preceded them has succeeded in bringing to a successful issue one
of the most diffcult and one of the most beneficial achievements which statesmen
have ever undertaken. The generation which now lives and superintends the affairs
of this great country has been able, in spite of no ordinary difficulties and impedi-
ments, to weld into an united Dominion the whole of those magnificent provinces
of Canadian America which are contained between the Atlantic and the Pacific. It
is to the guardianship and the improvement of that inheritance which in due time
th se I now address will be called, and a heavy burden and responsibility will lie
upon them to take the best advantage of that glorious hirth-right to which they are
destined to fall heirs, and in no degree to be behind those who have preceded
them in their devotion to their native country. I would further remind them that
happily they live in a country whose inhabitants are as free a: the air they breathe,
that there is not a single prize which the ambition of man can desire to which they
may not aspire, and which they may not be certain of making theirs, if only they
will apply those faculties with wl.ich Providence has endowed them with industry,
intelligence, and perseverance. There is not one of you here who may not rise
to the highest offices of the state, who may not render his name illustrious for all
time to come, who may not engrave for himself on the annals of his country
an imperishable record, Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I must congratulate this
university, this city, this province and the Dominion at large, upon the fact that
an establishment so well conducted, founded upon so wide a basis, endowed with
such a healthy vitality, should be daily pouring forth into the world a band of young
men, who each sets out upon his separate career, endowed with all the advantages
which a university education can give, and amongst those advantages you must
reckon not merely the learning, not merely the intellectual training which is the
end of all education, but that more subtle and even more important quality which
will enable the most casnal acquaintance to disiinguish between a university man
and one who is not. I cannot conclude these few and imperfect words, which I
regret not having had the opportunity to study before I ventured to address you,
without commenting upon the fact that it is to a citizen of Montreal that we are
indebted for this great establishment, and that it is to the continued and repeated
munificence of other citizens of Montreal, who have imitated his liberality, that the
usefulness of the University has been continuously expanded. In this country
hereditary distinctions do not take such root, or become so completely a part of the
social system, as in Europe, but I will venture to say that the very fact of any man
having connected his name in so honorable a manner with an Institution of this
kind will ever prove to his descendants as legitimate a source of ancestral pride as
any that ever originated in the Letters Patent of a Sovereign. I thank you again,
Mr. Chancellor and gentlemen, for the sentiments of kindness contained in your
address to Lady Dufferin and myself. I trust that during our residence in this
country we may have many opportunities of improving our acquaintance with you,
and I consider it a matter of no small advantage that, whenever we come to Mont-
real, it will be possible for us to recur to the intimacy of a body of men that repre-
sent so ably every branch and description of human learning.”
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His Excellency’s remarks on the “manners” of some young
people, made in his reply to the teachers of the McGill Normal
School, are pertinent. He said :

LApiEs AND GENTLEMEN,—1 can assure you it gives me the greatest pleasure
to have had an opportunity of paying you this visit, and of showing you by my
presence here to-day not only what an interest I take in the general subject of edu-
cation, but how much importance I attach to those particular functions which you
will be shortly called upon to perform. It would be almost impossible to exag-
gerate the responsibility which rests upon you, because it is upon you, upon the
teachers who are spread abroad in every village and district from one end of the
country to the other, that must depend the due education of the great mass of the
people. I am happy to think, from what I have seen in Toronto and here, that
every precaution has been taken and every means has been furnished which man’s
ingenuity can contrive to fit you for the successful performance of your important
task. Itis a deiightful thing to know that a number of young men and women,
whose inte!ligence is printed on every lineament of their countenances, should year
after year be sent forth from each of these parent establishments, spreading abroad
in all directions sound teaching and whatever is necessary to develop the intellec-
tual vigor and activity of the country. 1 do not know that there is any practical
suggestion I have to make to you, and yet there is one thing of which I would
venture to remind you, namely, that in your future relations with your young pupils,
you should remember that your functions must not be confined merely to the develop-
ment of their intelligence and the imparting of information, but that there is also
another duty as important as either of these, and that is, that you should endeavor to
refine, discipline, and elevate their general behavior, rendering them polite, well-bred,
daferential, respectful to their parents, to their elders, and their superiors. Perhaps
in a new country where, on every side, we are surrounded by the evidences of pros-
perity, where a spirit of independence is an essential element of success, where, ata
very early age, young persons are called upon to fight their own battles and to un-
dertake their own responsibilities, it is very natural that there should be developed
an exuberant spirit of self-confidence. Now, what I would venture to ask you from
time to time to impress upon your pupils is this, that, although upon the one hard,
there is no quality more creditable than self-respect, yet, on the other hand, the
very idea of self-respect excludes self-assertion, and I say this the more readily be-
cause I confess, if there is any criticism which I have to pass upon the youth of this
new country—I do not say of Canada especially, but of the Continent of America,—
it is that I have been struck by the absence of that deference and respect for those
who are older than themselves to which we still cling in Europe. Now, to use a
casual illustration ; I have observed in travelling on board the steamboats on the
St. Lawrence, children running about from one end of the vessel to the other,whom
more than once 1 have been tempted to take up and give a good whipping. !
have seen them thrust aside gentlemen in conversation ; trample on ladies’
dresses, shoulder their way about, without a thought of the inconvenience they
were occasioning, and, what was more remarkable, these thoughtless indiscretions
did not seem to attract the attention of their parents, When I ventured to

1473

make an

always t

line, W
strictly h
their ver
belavior,
remembe
particular

to render

ful, and ri

of the Am
His ]

3oth Jan
“MR. |
sacrifice or
unmixed ar
such a scen

of receiving
address to ¢
1847 has re
happened th
sibilities att;
my duties as
of that terril
circumstances
circumstances
seized upon ¢
tonsequences,
acquainted wi
informed, and
the unfortuna
own country,
many of them
many of the
members of ¢
endeavors to g
record of the
have referred, |
%0, as an Irishy
sense of the del
o whom [ have
existence of this
afﬂicled a merc
benefits ; for, as
which then arose



1873) THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 103

make an observation on this to the people with whom I have been travelling, I was
always told that these little peccant individuals came from the other side of the
line. Well, I only hop-: that this may be so : at all events, without enquiring too
strictly how that may be, I trust that the teachers of the schools of Canada willdo
their very best to inculcate into their pupils the duties of politeness, of refined
belavior, of respect for the old, and of reverence for their parents ; that they will
remember that a grea* deal may be done by kindly and wholesome advice in this
particular ; and that, if they only take a little trouble, they will contribute greatly
to render Canada not only one of the best educated, most prosperous, most success-
ful, and richest, but one of the most polite, best bred, and well-mannered countries
of the American continent,”

His Excellency paid a visit to St. Patrick’s Orphan Asylum on the
joth January. In answer to the address, he replied as follows:

“MR. SECRETARY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—So far from it having been a
sacrifice on my part to come here, I can assure you that it has been to me an
unmixed gratification. No one can find himself under this roof, in the presence of
such a scene as this, without esteeming the invitation which he has had the pleasure
of receiving a very great privilege. The allusion which has been made in your
address to that devastating famine by which Ireland was depopulated in 1846 and
1847 has recalled to my recollection very bitter and affecting memories. It so
happened that it was in that year I first vas called upon to undertake the respon-
sibilities attaching to the ownership of land in Ireland, and my first initiation into
my duties as an Irish landlord consisted in an endeavor to confront the exigencies
of that terrible disaster. Although in my own neighborhood, owing to peculiar
circumstances, the distress never reached a point which did not admit of alleviation,
circumstances led me to the southern portion of the Kingdom, where famine had
seized upon the people, and with my own eyes I was forced to see all its terrible
consequences, Since coming to this country I have had occasion to make myself
acquainted with a fact, of which I confess until then I was but very imperfectly
informed, and that is, the noble way in which the inhabitants of Canada assisted
the unfortunate emigrants who, forced to fly under the stroke of famine from their
own country, arrived upon the shores of North America not only destitute, but
many of them struck down and perishing by disease. I am now aware of how
many of the clergy of Canada, both Catholic and Protestant, as well of the
members of the medical profession, fell victims to their noble and courageous
endeavors to assist those unfortunate persons; and I confess that when I read the
record of the mortality which then took place amongst those classes to whom I
have referred, I was perfectly horror-struck with the facts that were revealed ; and
50, 25 an Irishman, if on no other account, I shall ever bear in my heart the deep
scnse of the debt which we all owe to this country, and especially to those classes
to whom I have referred, for the assistance which they then rendered to us, The
existence of this asylum only shows that in the chastisements with which we are
afflicted a merciful Providence very frequently sows the seeds of innumerable
benefits ; for, as has been stated by your Secretary, it is owing to the emergency
which then arose, and which you endeavored to meet, that this admirable establish-
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ment continues to dispense those benefits to the unfortunate orphans of the locality,
even although the immediate occasion to which it owes its existence has happily
ceased to endure, (Applause.) I am very glad to think that the establishment is
being conducted under such satisfactory auspices, and I am sure it will not be con-
sidered inappropriate if, on behalf of those who are interested in all such good and
noble works as these, I should venture to tender to those ladies who are present
and who, I understand, are good enough to devote their time and their energies to
the education and to the interests of tiiese little fatherless children, my best thanks,
accompanied by an assurance that, in common with every one who is acquainted
with their good deeds, I am deeply sensible of all that society owes to them.”
(Applause.)

The public opinion of the character of His Excellency was briefly
but fairly summed up by a leading journal of Montreal on his departure
for the seat of Government, where he arrived on the 5th February.

¢ Lord Dufferin has now passed several months in Canada, and as the time has
been divided between the principal cities, the people of the Dominion have very
generally had an opportunity of assuring themselves that the praises bestowed upon
His Excellency in England were neither misplaced nor exaggerated. Of late,
many in the metropolitan city have enjoyed ample facilities for personal communi-
cation, but of this we shall not speak here. We take simply the spoken words of
His Excellency on the several occasions when he has appeared in public. ¥rom
these, the recluse in his closet, or the wider circle of readers who live at a distance
from the city, can form an opinion equally well with those who were present and
heard the words uttered. The first reflection which these speeches excite is, that
few attain the gift of saying so much, and yet saying it so well, or of speaking so
frankly, and yet pleasing all. His Excellency, while never descending to the part
of a merely formal visitor, has avoided with infinite tact the slightest offence to the
most susceptible among our mixed population, Nor has any one been able to
detect the smallest assumption in the roe of Governor. The people of the Domi-
nion, with an exuberance of friendship to the Mother Country, and of loyalty to the
Crown, yet enjoy to so large an extent the privilege of self-government, that any
putting forward of the idea of control from abroad would doubtless be distasteful
to many. We avow with truth our allegiance, and glory in the connection, but
with a spice of self-assertion, perhaps, we are inclined to resent the utterances of
that school in England which holds that the benefit is all on our side. Of sucha
sentiment not a trace can be found in the Governor General’s speeches. Then,
again, in the numerous engagements which have crowded upon His Excellency
during his stay in Montreal, the enlightened statesman and scholar has never for a
moment been lost in the simple representative of royalty. In the halls of our
universities and colleges Lord Dufferin has spoken like a scholar, and suggested
matter for reflection. In his reply to the literary and national societies he has exhib-
ited an ease which shows how familiar he is with the guise and the language of the
polished man of letters. Often when it might have seemed to others well nigh
impossible to keep clear of the most formal expressions, ¢ i/ a semé des flo.ars sur us
lerrain aride”—some literary ornament has redeemed the reply from formality.
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Among merchants he has shown himself conversant with the great commercial
questicns of the day, and in the presence of the leading men of the bar, the clergy,
and other professions and callings, His Lordship has been equally at home. It
would be unfair to conclude these remarks, imperfect as they are, without some allu-
sion to the hearty sympathy which His Excellency has manifested for our national
sports,—a kindness on his part which has given an impetus to these healthful recre-
ations.  But the time devoted to the encouragement of athletic pursuits has not in-
terfered with the fulfilment of a long list of more serious engagements. Our
columins during the past month afford ample evidence of the liberal attention
bestowed by their Excellencies on the various institdtions of the city, and the
kindly expressions with which their work has been commended. Even the deaf
have not been strangers to their words, nor have the blind missed the genial influ-
ence of their presence.” *

* A St. John, N,B,, jouraal thus alludes to this visit to Montreal : ‘¢ Every
institution of a public character is attended to, His Excellency shewing a decided
inclination for such as are of a literary or educational character. His tour is not
a mere round of festivities, and his replies to congratulatory addresses, instead of
being a tissue of stereotyped platitudes, are bond fide speeches, abounding in sound
common sense and valuable suggestions. Very good illustrations of this are fur-
nished by extracts from some of his late speeches already published in our columns,
especially his remarks on the Educational Controversy, and the necessity for
cultivating national politeness.”
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had fully developed the social system he had proposed for himself,
More than usual prominence has been given to the festivities attend-
ing his movements, because under these lay a policy far more impor-
tant in a political point of view than would, at the first blush, appear.
It will have been observed that in all his replies to addresses he takes
care to emphasize the fact that he appears as the representative of
Her Majesty, and he had evidently determined to bind the people
to her, through himself, by exhibiting an honest and warm interest in
their institutions, their welfare, and their happiness, by a respectful
consideration for their manners, their habits, their creeds and their
language. A ball was to him not a mere gathering of beauty and
fashion,—it was a school where he could learn the tastes of the people
and test the degree of refinement to which they had attained. A
cricket, or a lacrosse match was not a mere passing amusement,—it
was an exhibition by which he could compare the physical strength and
the manly qualities of the Canadian youths with those of their trans-
atlantic cousins. A visit to universities, or colleges, or schools, was
not to him a vain show, but a means of increasing the dignity and
value of a liberal education. The unwonted affability both of Lord and
Lady Dufferin drew to them the hearts of all classes, and their geniality,
and kindness, brought them in these few months to a height of popu-
larity never before reached by any Canadian Governor. This geniality
and kindness were so abundant, and were exhibited so constantly,
and in so many varying ways that the people, taken by surprise, were
sometimes inclined to fear that the exhibition was spasmodic, and that
their Excellencies would soon sink into the accustomed seclusion and
indifference of former representatives of British power,—but after six
years’ residence in Canada, they left the country, as will be seen, after
enjoying a constantly, and steadily increasing popularity, which had
known no check, and had never suffered the slightest diminution of
warmth.  But now, Lord Dufferin was to enter upon another phase of
hislife. Settled at the Seat of Government, just after a General Election
throughout the Dominion, his attention was about to be drawn to the
more serious subjects of his rule.*

* The observations of a correspondent of the New York World, who, we may
suppose, was uninfluenced by any national or sectional views, are interesting,
He says: *“It would be trite to say that, since Lord Dufferin came to Canada,
be has been winning ¢ golden opinions’ from all classes, He is the most
popular of royal representatives, and court journalists never tire of singing
his praises, He has placed upon record his mature conviction that he has
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The general elections had passed off in quiet. There was no great
issue before the country. The Government of Sir John Macdonald
had been sustained, notwithstanding the efforts of the Opposition to
destroy his majority by their attacks on the Nova Scotia * better
terms,” —their denunciations of the agreements by which Manitoba and
British Columbia were induced to enter Confederation,—their protests
against the inaction of the Ministry in omitting to provide legislation
for the suppression of corrupt practices at elections,—their sharp criti-
cisms on the Pacific Railway policy, and their insinuations that the
Secret Service Fund had been used for illegitimate purposes. The
Government of Sir John was at this period firmly rooted in power,—
it possessed the confidence of the people, and had nothing to fear
from a weak and disunited Opposition. It had survived the attacks
social as well as political responsibilities, and he has accordingly entered upon
a ceaseless round of festivities and entertainments. Not only does he give
splendid balls and magnificent dinners, but he holds levees, attends concerts, visits
public schools, patronizes lacrosse matches, luys coruer-stones, attends University
convocations, receives addresses on all possible occasions, and delivers happy,
though impromptu, replies. He mingles very freely with the people, and is alto-
gether so unaffected, pleasant and popular that if the Great American Eagle
were to be his guest at Holland House, Toronto, or Rideau Hall, Ottawa, the
Geneva award might be cancelled, or perhaps handed over to the Dominion to pay
for the enlargement of its canals. Not only does His Excellency guide the affairs
of a growing nation but he buys dolls for pretty little girls on the street. The
Earl of Dufferin is in fact the most wonderful and popular Governor that has been
for years bestowed on the loyal Canadians,” * * ¢ ¢ He has discharged his
social duties with a ¢ graceful hospitality’ worthy of the old days, though personal
Government would, no doubt, be the last thing thought of by such a Liberal, and
such a stickler for the Constitution as His Excellency. Lord Dufferin manifested
great shrewdness, and a keen appreciation of the state of affairs, by spending some
weeks in Toronto before taking up his residence for the winter at Ottawa, He
rented Ifolland House, and gave a series of private and public entertainments
which rendered society in the Ontario Capital exceedingly gay for a time, and gave
the people a very favorable impression of His Excellency and his accomplished
wife.” * * * *  The Governor's affability may afford some scope for
snobs and sycophants to ply their harmless avocations ;—but, by mixing freely
with the people whom he has to govern, he has shown more practical statesmanship,
and become better acquainted with them and their aspirations than if, like his pre-
decessors, he had gone quietly to Ridean Hall, and had seen nothing more of the
people than could be noticed in a state tour. He has now gone to the Dominion
capital, where he is displaying the same splendid hospitality which made his sty
in Toronto very pleasant, and where he has promptly thrown off the shackles which
2 band of would-be fashionables and aristocrats would have fastened upon him.”
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made on it, on account of the alleged improper concessions made
by Sir John in the Washington Treaty,—for the people had exhibited
too much good sense, and too much respect for Imperial necessities,
to carp at a2 measure which, though in some slight matters it was
possible to be considered as inimical to therr interests, was yet one of
much importance to the Empire at large, since it buried forever
several dangerous disputes which might at any moment have involved
Britain in serious complications. The crowning success of Sir John
was in transforming Nova Scotia from a passionate opponent of Con-
federation into one of its most loyal supporters, and in inducing British
Columbia to join her fortunes with the Confederated Provinces.

The recent elections had developed to an alarming extent the
faal disease of corrupt practices. The evil had been steadily growing,.
There was no special legislation directed against it. It was univer-
sally admitted that corruption was making gigantic strides among all
grades of the people. The usual venality of large towns had crept
into even the farming districts, and bribes were now as unblushingly
reccived as they were unblushingly offered. Neither of the great
political parties could boast of their purity,—one was as bad as the
other, the only difference being in the extent of means. The Liberal
party laid hold of the obvious corruption as a charge against the Con-
servatives, and cried with all the semblance of honesty, * turn out the
corruptionists,—put us in their places,—then, and not until then, will
the reign of purity commence.” This cry assumed an unusual jm-
portance in the course of subsequent events.

In the meantime each party was preparing for the struggle in
Parliament, and Lord Dufferin was quietly studying the people, and
the present needs of the country.

On his return to Ottawa His Excellency devoted himself to a pre-
paration for the first session of the second Dominion Parliament. It
opened on sth March, with more than usual splendor. The Hon.
James Cockburn, member for the West Riding of the County of
Northumberland, Ont., was, on the nomination of Sir John A. Mac- -
donald, elected Speaker without opposition.

In the speech from the Throne His Excellency expressed his deep
sense of his good fortune in being permitted to associate himself with
the Houses in their labors and aspirations for the welfare of the
Dominion. He rejoiced to think that his assumption of office took
Place when the prospects of the country appeared so full of promise,—
when peace and amity prevailed amongst neighboring nations, and
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when so many indications were afforded of the success with which
Canada was consolidating her political unity and developing her
natural resources. He announced that to carry out the legis-
lation of the preceding session a charter had been granted to
a body of Canadian capitalists for the construction of the Pacific
Railway. He informed the Houses that the surveys for the im-
provement and extension of our system of canals had been in active
preparation,—that the plans for the enlargement of the Welland and
the construction of the Baie Verte Canal had been completed, and that
the surveys for the St. Lawrence Canals would, he was assured, be
finished in time to commence the works at the beginning of the next
year. He expressed his gratification that the efforts made to encour-
age immigration had met with a great measure of success. He alluded
to the census, and informed the House, that a measure for the purpose
of consolidating and amending the Acts of the several Provinces re-
lating to the representation of the people in Parliament, and one for
the trial of controverted elections would be submitted for their con-
sideration.

Their Excellencies held a “ Drawing Room” in the Senate Chamber,
on the evening of the 6th March, which was attended by an unusually
large number of ladies and gentlemen, gathered from all parts of the
Dominion, anxious to pay their respects to the representatives of
Her Majesty who had already won for themselves the affections of
the people. This reception was the formal inauguration of a system
of At Homes,” “Theatricals,” * Concerts,” * Balls,” ‘ Curling
and Snow-shoeing parties,” and other amusements given at Rideau
Hall, the invitations to which were very general, thus giving, during
the Session, an opportunity to many to cultivate the personal ac-
quaintance of their Excellencies. These gatherings were not exclu-
sive. All ladies and gentlemen who chose to enter their names at
Government House were sure to receive cards of invitation, and thus
its doors were thrown as wide open to every visitor as the hearts of
Lord and Lady Dufferin were to the people to whom they had been
sent as the representatives of the Queen. Fortunately for their Ex-
cellencies, and for their guests, they found in Ottawa a large fund of
histrionic and musical talent, from which they liberally drew for the
excellent rendering of these recreations. The frequenters of Rideat
Hall, during this memorable Session, will recall with pleasure the efforts
made by Col. Stuart, Capt. Hamilton, A.D.C., Capt. Coulson, Miss
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Himsworth, Mrs. Stuart, Mdlle. Perrault, Miss Low, Mrs. Waters,
Mrs. Beverley Robinson, Miss Aumond, Monsieur Edward Kimber,
Monsieur St. D. Lemoine, Mr. Himsworth, Monsieur Kimber, Master
Henry Stuart and others to assist their Excellencies in their festivities
at Rideau Hall.

The following extract from a leading English journal of zrst
March, expresses the unbiassed opinions of an intelligent foreign
observer :

“ The increasing importance of the Dominion of Canada is abundantly mani-
fested by the unprecedented ceremony and display which accompanied the opening
of Parliament at Ottawa upon the s5th instant., England has good reason to be
proud of ¢ Pro-consul on Pro-consul, a high ard glorious line,” to whose hands the
administration of our North American Provinces has been successively committed,
The list of the Governors General who within the present century have swayed the
destinies of Canada, contains the names of statesmen no less eminent than any of
the illustrious viceroys who have served their country by governing England’s
mightiest dependency from Calcutta. Lord Durham, Sir Charles Metcalfe, Lord
Sydenham, and Lord Elgin will not suffer by comparison with Lord William Ben-
tinck, Lord Dalhousie, Lord Canning and Lord Mayo ; nor were there wanting
many travelled Englishmen who, when Lord Northbrook was sent by Mr, Glad-
stone to Calcutta, and Lord Dufferin to Ottawa, were of the opinion that an
Imperial statesman would find as many opportunities for gaining distinction among
the snows and forests of the Dominion as awaited him among the burning terri-
tories of Hindostan. Never has a Governor General of Canada had so fair a field
before him as was surveyed by Lord Dufferin in the able speech which he read,
first in English and then in French, from the throne at Ottawa some sixteen days
ago. Nor was the most distinguished living representative of the Sheridan blood
unworthy of so suggestive an occasion, Young, eloquent, winning in manner and
appearance, and gifted with no slight share of the genius of his race, Lord Dufferin
is well calculated to rivet the ties of loyal affection which bind the magnificent
Provinces of British North America to the Mother Country with hooks of steel, If
we may be permitted to lift for a moment the curtain of private life, we shall be
but echoing the universal sentiment of our Canadian fellow subjects when we say
that Lord and Lady Dufferin are already more popular at Montreal and Quebec
than any Vice-regal pair that ever England sent across the Atlantic. There is
much in the physical features of the noble territory now submitted to his sway
which cunnot fail to fire an imagination so poetic, and a mind so quick and sympa.
thetic as those with which the noble author of ¢ A Voyage to High Latitudes’ is
endowed. On a continent where female comeliness and grace command universal
homage, Lady Dufferin is admitted, as was her husband’s aunt, the Duchess of
Somerset, at the English Tournament, to be *an unrivalled Queen of Beauty.’
Great, indeed, are the advantages which *this noble-hearted pair,’ to use the words
of a private letter, may have it in their power to bestow upon the young and vigor-
ous offshoot of England, which covers more than half of the North American con-
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tinent. Wisely to guide the destinies and utilize the almost unlimited resources
of the Dominion, is a task worthy of the loftiest and most far-reaching ambition

which ever warmed an English heart.”’

As was generally anticipated, the Government of Sir John
Macdonald was sustained on the first trial of strength, but by a
smaller majority than he had commanded in the old House. The
Hon. Alex. McKenzie, who had acted as leader of the Liberal party,
was now formally installed as its head.

The Session of the Ontario Assembly which opened on the 8th
January, closed on the 28th March following. Its proceedings
related chiefly to the local affairs of the Province, having but little
bearing on the policy or movements of the Federal Government.
The reservation of the Orange Bills for the consideration of the
Cabinet at Ottawa may be here noticed, as it forms a precedent
illustrative of the working of Confederation. Two bills had been
introduced : one to incorporate the * Loyal Orange Association of
Western Ontario,” the other the “ Loyal Orange Association of
Eastern Ontario.” They were opposed by the Roman Catholic
element in and out of the House. Mr. Fraser, a member of
the Government, of which Mr. Mowat was the head, bitterly
denounced them. Mr. Mowat studiously avoided embroiling his
Government in the dispute, though he voted for the measures, They
were passed, but the Lieutenant Governor reserved them for the assent
of His Excellency the Governor General. It was charged that Mr.
Mowat, the chief of a Liberal Government, thus advised his Honor,
in order to escape the responsibility of dealing with measures wh'ich had
excited the passions both of Orangemen and Roman Catholics, and
casting it on the Dominion Ministry. But Sir John was not compelle.d
to accept the burthen, and as his views on the question, elabora.ted in
his report as Minister of Justice to His Excellency, were not subjected
to revision by the Imperial authorities, they may now be. S.:le to stand
as forming part of the constitutional law of the Dominion. Dates
may be anticipated. The report was as follows :

¢ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
OTTAWA, August 26, 1873.

The undersigned has had under consideration two Acts passed by the Legisla-
ture of the Province of Ontario, at its last Session, entitled, respectively, ¢ An Act
to Incorporate the Loyal Orange Association of Western Ontario ”' and ¢ én Actto
Incorporate the Loyal Orange Association of Eastern Ontario,” which were

reserved by the Lieutenant Governor for the assent of your Excellency, and now
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begs leave to report that these Acts purport to incorporate two Provincial Associa-
tions.

That the only object of these Associations appearing on the face of the Acts is
the holding of property, real and personal, and this being a Provincial object, the
Acts are within the competence and jurisdiction of the Provincial Legislature.
Such being the case, in the opinion of the undersigned the Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario ought not to have resesved these Acts for your Excellency’s assent, but
should have given his assent to them as Lieutenant Governor.

Under the system of Government which obtains in England, as well as in the
Dominion and its several Provinces, it is the duty of the advisers of the Executive
to recc 1 every re that has passed the Legislature for the Executive
assent.

The provision in the ¢ British North America Act, 1867,” ¢that your Excel-
lency may reserve a bill for the significance of Her Majesty's pleasure,’ was solely
made with the view to the protection of Imperial interests, and the maintenance of
Imperial policy ; and in case your Excellency should exercise the power of reserva-
tion conferred vpon you, you would do so in your capacity as the Imperial officer,
and under the Royal mstructions. So, in any Province, the Lieutenant Governor
should only reserve a bill in his capacity as an officer of the Dominion, and under
instructions from the Governor General.

The Ministers of the Governor General and of the Lieutenant Governor are

alike bound to oppose in the Legislature measures of which they disapprove, and
if, notwithstanding, such a measure 1s carried, the Ministry should either resign,
or accept the decision of the Legislature, and advise the passage of the bill. It
then rests with the Governor General, or the Lieutenant Governor, as the case may
be, to consider whether the Act conflicts with his instructions or his duty as an
Imperial, or a Dominion officer, and if it does so conflict he is bound to reserve it,
whatever the advice tendered to him may be ; but if not, he will doubtless feel it
his duty to give his assent, in accordance with advice to that effect which it was the
duty of his Ministers to give. With respect to the present measures, the under-
signed is of opinion that the Lieutenant Governor ought not to have reserved them
for your Excellency’s assent, as he had no instructions from the Governor General
in any way affecting these bills. They are entirely within the competence of the
Ontario Legislature, and if he had sought advice from his legal adviser, the Attor-
ney General of Ontario, on the question of competence, he would undoubtedly have
received his opinion that these Acts were within the jurisdiction of the Provincial
Legislature. This is evident from the fact that (as appears by the votes and
proceedings of the Legislature) the Attorney General voted for, and supported the
bills, as a2 member of the Legislature. Under these circumstances, the under-
signed recommends that the Lieutenant Governor be informed that your Excel-
lency does not propose to signify your pleasure with respect to these reserved Acts,
or to take any action upon them. The Legislature will, at its next Session, which
must meet before the expiration of the year within which, by the constitution, your
Excellency has the power to signify your pleasure, have the power, if it pleases,
of considering these measures anew, and re-enacting them, or rejecting them at its
discretion. '

PEREISIE e PRI
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If these Acts should again be passed, the Licutenant Governor should consider
himself bound to deal with them at once ; and not ask your Excellency to inter-
vene in matters of Provincial concern, and solely and entirely within the jurisdic-
tion and competence of the Legislature of the Province.

(Signed,)  JOHN. A, MACDONALD,”

Th: bills were subsequently passed by the Outario Assembly, and
assented to by the Lieutenant Governor.

The Dominion Houses proceeded with but little excitement in the
prosecution of the ordinary business of the country. A working
majority of between thirty and forty placed Sir John Macdonald
beyond all apprehension, and the Conservative party seemed again
firmly seated in power, when suddenly they were roused from their
sense of safety, and the country was convulsed by an astounding
charge made in his place in the House of Commons by Mr. Hunting-
ton, Member for Shefford.

To obtain a clear understanding of the events which gave rise to this
motion, commonly comprised under the term “ The Pacific Railway
Scandal,” it will be necessary to give a summary of the proceedings
connected with the inception of the huge undertaking of building the
Pacific Railway,—~a road which was to connect the Atlantic with the
Pacific through Canadian territory, traversing a space of nearly 4000
miles.*

1t will be remembered that this project formed an essential part of
the Confederation scheme, and British Columb.a entered the Confede-
racy on the distinctagreement,—an agreementamounting to a solemn
treaty, that the work should be commenced in two years, and com-
pleted in ten, computing from the day of union, zoth July, 1871. In
order to carry out the undertaking, “ An Act respecting the Canadian
Pacific Railway ” was passed on the 14th June, 1872, the recital of
which is given in full since it succinctly states the conditions under
which the measure was enacted, and this Act was the first prac
tical step taken by Parliament in building the road. It sta

that: :

.
——

® The Pacific Railway, with its adjuncts, as now will comprise the
following distances : Halifax to Riviére du Loup, 561 miles.—Rividre du Loup to
Quebec, 136 wiles.—Quebec to Montreal, 173 miles.—Montreal to Burrard’s Inlet,
B.C., wis Ottawa, Pembroke, French River,—the Northern shore of Lake Superior
«~—Fort Willism—Selkirk—Northoote— Téte Jaune—Pass—Kamloops, and Yale,
3863 miles—making a total of 3731 miles from ibe Atlantic to the Pacific.—
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* Whereas by the terms and conditions of the admission of Britisk Columbia
into union with the Dominion of Canada, set forth and embodied in an address to
Her Majesty, adopted by the Legislative Council of that Colony in January, 1871,
under the provisions of the 146th Section of ¢ Tk British North America Ad,
1867," and laid before both the Houses of the Parliament of Canada by His Excel-
lency the Governor General during the now last Session thereof, and recited and
concurred in by the Senate and Ilouse of Commons of Canada during the said
Session, and embodied in addresses of the said Houses to Her Majesty under the
said Section of the British North America Act, and approved by Her Majesty,
and embodied in the Order in Council admitting British Columbia into the Union
under the said Act, as part of the Dominion of Canada, from the 2oth day of July,
1871,~it is among other things provided that the Government of the Dominion
undertake to secure the commencement simultaneously, within two years from the
date of the Union, of the construction of a railway from the Pacific towards the
Rocky Mountains, and from such point as may be selected east of the Rocky
Mountains towards the Pacific, to connect the sea-board of British Columbia with
the Railway system of Canada: and further, to secure the completion of said Rail-
way within ten years from the date of the Union :—The Goverhment of British
Colu-ubia agreeing to convey to the Dominion Government in trust, to be appro-
priated in such as the Dominion Government may deem advisable in
furtherance of the construction of the said railway, a similar extent of public lands
along the line of railway throughout its entire length in British Columbia, not to
exceed, however, twenty miles on each side of the said line, as may be appropriated
for the same purpose by the Dominion Government from the public lands in the
North West Territories and the Province of Manitoba, subject to certain conditions
for making good to the Dominion Government from contiguous lands any lands
within the said limits which may be held under pre-emption right or Crown grant,
and for restraining the sale or alienation by the Government of British Columbia,
during the said ten years, of lands within the said limits : And whereas, the House
of Commons of Canada resolved, during the said now last Session, that the said
nilway should be constructed and worked by private enterprise, and not by the
Dominion Government ; and that the public aid to be given to secure that under-
taking should consist of such liberal grants of land, and such subsidy in money, or
other aid not increasing the present rate of taxation, as the Parliament of Canada
should thereafter determine : and it is expedient to make provision for carrying out
the said agreement and resolution : therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as
follows,” &=,

This Act provided that the road should be constfucted and worked
by one company, having a subscribed capital of at least ten million
dollars ; that it should be dond fide commenced within two years from
the 20th July, 1871, and completed within ten years from that day ;
that the land grant to the company should not exceed fifty millions

* 35 Victoria, cap. 71, Canada.
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of acres, in blocks not exceeding twenty miles in depth on each side
of the railway, alternating with other blocks of the like depth to be
reserved by the Dominion Government to be sold, and the proceeds
applied in reimbursing the sums expended by the Dominion under
the Act. The money subsidy was not to exceed thirty million dol-
lars. If more than one company should be formed, power was given
for their amalgamation. By another Act, passed on the same day,*
entitled ““ An Act to Incorporate the Inter-Oceanic Railway Company
of Canada,” aftcr reciting some of the facts just referred to, adding :
“And whereas it is highly expedient that a great national Inter-
Oceanic Railway, aided and subsidized by Parliament, should be
managed, controlled, and worked in the interest of the Dominion, and,
as far as possible, by persons who are residents of Canada and sub-
Jects of Her Majesty,” 1 a company was formed, at the head of which
stood the Hon. Mr. Macpherson. By another Act passed on the
same day, ] entitled, *“ An Act to incorporate the Canada Pacific
Railway Company,” a second company was formed, at the head of
which was Sir Hugh Allan.

These companies became familiarly known as the “ Macpherson
Company,” and the * Hugh Allan Company.” .

But, before the formation of these companies,—indeed before the
legislation of 1872, just referred to, an Englishman, Mr. Wad
dington, attracted by the agreement made with British Columbia in
1871, had moved in the matter, with a view to the formation of a com-
pany to build the road, and, after failing in Toronto to secure the co-
operation of capitalists for the purpose, had succeeded in securing
the assistance of & number of wealthy gentlemen of New York and
Chicago, most of whom were interested in the American line,—the
“ Northern Pacific Railway.” A deputation from these gentlemen
visited Ottawa in the latter part of 1871, and had interviews with
some members of the Canadian Government, who.intimated to
them that it was yet too early to enter into negotiations respecting
the building of the road. No move was made by any one for sevenl
months after this, but, in the month of July preceding this visit of the

American projectors, Sir Francis Hincks, then a member of the Dos-

nion Government, had informed Sir Hugh Alldn of their movements,

. * 38 Victoria, cap. 73,—Canada.
+ The Italics are the anthor’s.
$ 33 Victoris, cap. 73,—Canada. °
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—had given him the naraes of some of the Americans who had made
advances to the Goverrment in the matter, and had expressed his regret
that a work of so great importance should pass into foreign hands.
Sir Hugh acted on the hint,—carefully examined the subject, and
soon formed a company for the purpose of building the road, com-
posed of these Americans and some Quebec capitalists. But it soon
became apparent to Sir Hugh that a company, important ingredients
of which were Americans largely interested in the American Pacific,
which would run parallel with the Canadian road, though further
south, would not be countenanced by Parliament ; and Sir Hugh was
informed by the Government that no proposition from such a com-
pany would be entertained. He then proceeded to the formation of
a professedly purely Canadian company, and positively assured the
Government that his American friends had been completely eliminated
from the new organization. This was the “ Canada Pacific ” already
spoken of.

In the meantime, the Hon. Mr. Macpherson had organized another
company,—the * Inter-Oceanic.” The three Acts already mentioned
completed the scheme for the building of the road ; provision was
made for the amalgamation of the rival companies, and now every-
thing seemed auspicious for the speedy commencement and comple-
tion of the great enterprise.

The session closed on the day these Acts were assented to—r14th
June, 1872. Parliament was dissolved on the 8th July. From the
15th July to the 1ath October the General Dominion Elections
were being held. So soon as they were completed, Sir John Muc-
donald returned to the seat of Government, and immediately engaged
in the work of putting forward the Railway negotiations. The Minis-
try was not favorably disposed to either company. Mr. Macpher-
son's company contained a dominant Ontario element, Sir Hugh
Allan’s a Quebec one. The undertaking was so vast that it was
deemed imperative to secure the assistance of capita’-:. ... all
parts of the Dominion, and an amalgamation of the rival companies
became the chief object of the Ministry: A long and intricate nego-
tiation took place between the companies, but a union could not be
eficted. On the one hand it was discovered, or strongly suspected,
that 8ir Hugh had not really broken his connection with his Ameri-
an friends*,—and, on the other, Mr. Macpherson was not dis-

_—') if would have been a fatal o as, by the teyms of the Act
u{"w.:‘g..’p,mpenmmhﬂdm control of the read.
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posed to yield to Sir Hugh the Chairmanship of the proposed amalga-
mated company, a position insisted upon by Sir Hugh. The Minis-
try favored this claim of Sir Hugh, partly because he was first in the
field, and partly because he was known to be a gentleman of large
capital, and of very great influence in the moneyed community.

Sir John Macdonald, finding it impossible to effect a union of
the two companies, announced the intention of the Government to
promote the formation of a new one, seeking elements for it in the
various Provinces, and a short time before the meeting of the House,
in March, 1873, such an organization was completed, which included
not only some of the chief men of the now defunct rival companies,
but also 2 number of representative gentlemen from each Province.*

Of this company Sir Hugh Allan was elected chairman. In
order to prevent the introduction of American interests into the
management, it was provided that no transfer of shares should take
place during the first six years without the consent of the Govern-
ment, nor after that period without the consent of the Board of Direc-
tors. Sir John Macdonald was very careful, and exhibited much soli-
citude in providing checks against the possibility of any one person,
or combination of persons, whether represented by Sir Hugh or not,
from obtaining any dominant influence in the direction.

On obtaining the charter, Sir Hugh proceeded to England for the
purpose of strengthening the company through the capitalists of
that country,—and he was there in April, when Mr. Huntington’s
motion was made. Up to this time the railway policy of the Gov-
emment had been supported by the House, and the constitution

* The charter to this company was granted s5th February, under 3sth Vic.,
cap. 73, and the following gentlemen were named in it as coastituting the com-
pany, which was styled ¢ The Canadian Pacific Railway Company” :—Sir Hugh
Allan, of the city of Montreal, Knight ; the Hon. Adam George Archibald, of
Halifax, N.S., C.M.G., a member of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada; the
Hon. Joseph Octave Beaubien, of Montreal, Commissioner of Crown Lands in the
Province of Quebec; Jean Baptiste Beaudry, of Montreal, Esquire; Egerton
Ryerson Burpee, of St. John, N.B., Esquire ; Frederick William Cumberland, of
‘Toronto, Esquire ; Sandford Fleming, of Toronto, Esquire ; Robert Newton Hall,
of the town of Sherbrooke, Esquire ; the Hon, John Sebastian Helmcken, of Victoria,
British Columbia; Andrew McDermott, of the town of Winnipeg, Manitobs,
Esquire ; Donald MclInnes, of the city of Hamilton, Ont.,, Merchant; Walter
Shanly, then of the town of North Adams, U. S., Esquire ; and John Walker,d
the city of London, Ont., Esquire,
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of the new company did not challenge special opposition from any
quarter, excepting from Mr. Macpherson, who was disappointed at
the success of his rival, Sir Hugh Allan.

At this stage, on the 2nd April, Mr. Huntington made this start-
ling motion :

 Hon. Mr. Huntington moved, that Mr. Huntington, a member of the House,
* having stated in his place that he is credibly informed and believes that he can
¢ establish by satisfactory evidence,—

¢ That, in anticipation of the legislation of last Session, as to the Pacific Rail-
‘ way, an agreement was made between Sir Hugh Allan, acting for himself, and
‘ certain other Canadian promoters, and G. W, McMullen, acting for certain
¢ United States capitalists, whereby the latter agreed to furnishall the funds neces-
‘¢ sary for the construction of the contemplated Railway, and to give the former a
“ certain percentage of interest, in consideration of their interest and position, the
¢ scheme agreed on being ostensibly that of a Canadian company with Sir Hugh
“ Alian at its head,—

‘ That the Government were aware that negotiations were pe..ling between
¢ these parties,— )

“ That subsequently, an understanding was come to between the Government and
“ Sir Hugh Allan and Mr. Abbott, M.P.—that Sir Hugh Allan and his friends
“ should advance a large sum of money for the purpose of aiding the elections of
* Ministers and their supporters at the ensuing General Election,—and that he and
** his friends should receive the contract for the construction of the Railway,—

* ‘That accordingly Sir Hugk Allan did advance a large sum of money for the
* purpose mentioned, and at the solicitation, and under the pressing insténces of
 Ministers,—

“ That part of the moneys expended by Sir Hwgh Allan in connection with the
* obtaining of the Act of incorporation and Charter was paid to him by the said
* United States capitalists under the agreement with him,—it is

* Ordered, That a committee of seven Members be appointed to enquire into
* all the circumstances cunnected with the negotiations for the construction of the
“ Pacific Railway—with the legislation of last Session on the subject, and with the
“ granting of the Charter to Sir Hwugh Allan and others; with power to send for
¢ persons, papers and records ; and with instructions to report in full the evidence
¢ taken before, and all proceedings of said Committee.”

In moving, Mr. Huntington contented himself with saying that
“ he felt compelled by a deep.sense of duty to place the motion he
was about to make before the House at the earliest possible moment,
in view of the very grave question raised. He had already stated in
his place that he was credibly informed that arrangements had been
made by Sir Hugh Allan and an American gentleman representing
certain American capitalists for the construction of the Pacific Rail-
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way, in anticipation of the legislation of last Session : that the Govern-
ment were aware of this ; and that subsequently arrangements were
made between the Government and Sir Hugh Allan, by which a large
sum of money was to be paid to the Government for the purpose of
influencing the recent elections, in return for which Sir Hugh Allan
and his friends were free to receive the contract for the construction
of the Railway, and that this was done.”

Not a word more was said on either side of the House. The
Ministry treated the motion as one of non-confidence, and met it by
absolute silence. On the vote being taken, it was found that Sir John,
—in a House of one hundred and eighty-three,—had a majority of
thirty-one.

Although it would have been impossible to grant a Committee on
so loose a charge, unsupported by a single fact, and avowedly made,
not on the responsibility of the mover, but on hearsay evidence, yet
it was also impossible to permit the matter to rest. Sir John felt it due
to himse'f, as well as to the country, that the charge should be fully
met, though in a proper and constitutional manner. He therefore on
the next day, 3rd April, gave notice that he would on the following
Tuesday ask that the House should appoint a special Committee of
five to be selected by the House, for the purpose of considering the
subjects mentioned in the motion of Mr. Huntington. He added
that, if need were, special power would be given to the Committee to
sit in recess, and, if necessary, that a Royal Commission would be
issued for the purpose of giving them additional powers. This motion
was made on the 8th April, and carried. The members composing
the Committee were Hon. Mr. Blanchet, Mr. Blake, Mr. Dorion
(Napierville), McDonald (Pictou), and J. Hillyard Cameron (Card-
well).* Mr. Mackenzie, the leader of the Opposition, suggested that a
short Act be passed, giving power to the Committee to sit during recess,
and to take the evidence on oath. Mr. Dorion, Mr. Blake and Mr.
Joly, leading members of the Opposition, expressed the same desite.
Sir John assented to this, but intimated that he had doubts as to the
power of the House to pass an Act allowing a Committee to take

evidence on oath, but he promised that either by an Act or a Comr |

mission this power would be conferred.

et

suppertess, the other two opponents, of the Ministry.
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The Committee immediately proceeded with its duties. Mr. J.
Hillyard Cameron was appointed chairman, and on the 17th April
he presented its first report, which merely recommended that an Act
be passed to enable the Committee to examine witnesses on oath.
On the 18th April Mr. Cameron introduced such a bill. No objection
was raised to it, excepting that Sir John Macdonald feared that the
Act of Union did not confer that power on the Legislature.

It was hastened through both Houses, speeded on its way by the
Miristry, but as itinvolved a doubtful point, His Excellency reserved
it for the sanction of the Home authorities. It was passed on the 3rd
May, and was on the same day transmitted to England. The Colo-
nial Secretary, the Earl of Kimberley, referred it to the Law Officers
the Crown, who reported that it was w/fra vires; and on the 29th
June, more than a month after the adjournment of the House, a tele-
gram was received by His Excellency the Governor General from the
Earl of Kimberley in these words: * Qath Act is disallowed.”

In the meantime the Committee had met, and on the 5th May,
Mr. Cameron presented a report to the House containing the follow-
ing resolution :

 Resolved, that in view of the absence of Sir George E. Cartier'and the Hon.
J. J.C. Abbott, members of the House of Commons, and the impossibility of pro-
ceeding with the investigation with which the Committee is charged without their
being present, it is advisable the Committee should adjourn until the and July, if
this Parliament should then be in session.”

This was strongly opposed, but it was carried on a vote of 107 yeas
against 76 nays.

The ordinary business of the House was now nearly concluded.
As it was conceded that prorogation would dissolve the Committee, it
was agreed that, to prevent this, the House should adjourn to a day
beyond the 2nd July sufficiently distant to enable the Committee to
complete their examination and frame their report. ,

The 13th August was fixed upon as that day, and the House
was on the 23rd May accordingly adjourned to the 13th August, then
to meet pro forma, for the purpose solely of receiving the Report of
the Committee, and not for its discussion or for any legislation. At
this meeting it was understood that neither the Governor General, nor
any members more than would be sufficient to form a quorum, need
ttend.  On this agreement the Session closed, and the members of
both Houses departed ; none, excepting enough to form a quorum,

>
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residing near Ottawa, expecting to return until an Autumn Session
was called for the purpose of dealing with the Report of the Com-
mittee, *

That the non-professional reader may understand why the House
was adjourned until the 13th August, instead of being prorogued, it may
be explained that a prorogation dissolves all the Committees of the
House ; everything done by a Committee in the way of taking
evidence or otherwise, short of the actual presentation of the report
to the House, falls to the ground ; and, in order to proceed in the
matter with which it may have been charged, a new Committee
would require to be appointed at the next or some ensuing
Session. As the ordinary business of the House was com-
pleted on the 23rd May the usual course would have been to
prorogue, but, as this would have dissolved the Committee, and as it
was absolutely necessary that it should complete its inquiries, and
present its Report to the House before it became defunct, it was
determined to adjourn the House to such a day as would give it ample
time to meet, examine the witnesses, and settle its report for presents-
tion. It being supposed that all this could be done by the 13th
August, that day was agreed upon, as already intimated, for the pur-
pose simply of receiving the report. This document having reached
the Housc in Session, even though it were ;pnfmone,would
then become a record of Parliament, on wh:chacnoncwld
when the House met in full Session.

The country was moved to its very depths. TheLibenluawm

the conduct of Sir John, as charged, a fault 50 grave that nothing
short of resignation would be received by an indignant people. The

Conservatives hung their heads, and stood abashed before so seriom
an accusation, but they hoped it could not be true—a hope which
found much support in the fact that Mr. Huntington had not pro-
duced a single tittle of evidence in aid of his indictment. Butith

creditable to the people of Canada that no party, or section of a party, ]

made the slightest attempt to thwart or delay the course of justice;

and it is also creditable to Sir John Macdonald and his Ministry that ;
‘ot only did.they place 00 stone on its track, but he and they carefully |
and most. honorably removed every one which the Constitution of the |
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.The most important matters which had engaged the attention of
Parliament during the Session, besides the Pacific Railway, were the
New Brunswick School question, the admission of Prince Edward
Island into the Union, and the Provincial Debt Assumption. It was dur-
ing the Session—zoth May—that Sir George Cartier died in England,
and that the Hon. Joseph Howe received the Lieutenant Governor-
ship of his native. Province, Nova Scotia.*

On the 1oth June their Excellencies left Ottawa for a tour through
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island. On their
way thither they re-visited Quebec, where they were received with all
the enthusiasm which had been exhibited towards them on former
occasions.t On the 17th June, the twentieth anniversary of the
discovery of the Mississippi was celebrated with great pomp at the
Laval University, and the proceedings were attended by their Excel-
lencies. They were also present at the Convent with his Honor the
Licutenant Governor and Madame Caron, when His Excellency
distributed the prizes to the successful pupils. Their spare time
was occupied in visiting the educational, religious, and civil institu-
tions of the city. On the z1st June His Ex-sllency visited the
Steamer Prussian, and addressed the Canadian Wimbledon Team,

* This distinguished man did not long enjoy the well-earned rewsrd for his
soble services to the Confederate canse in his Province. He died, rather suddenly,
st Halifax, on the and June.

+ Lady Dufferin had given birth to a danghter at Ottawa on the 17th May,
and it had been determined that the baptismal rites should be performed at

- the Anglican Cathedral, Quebec. Her Majesty the Queen had been graciously
plessed to intimate a desire to act as godmother to the infant, and that the young
“ditizen of Ottaws,” as His Exoelloncy subssquently spoke of her, should bear
Hex Majesty’s own name, Victoria. The ceremony took place on the 16th June, in
tie presence of an immense smemblage. Those present at the font were His
Excellency, Her Excellency, ss proxy for Her Majesty; Sir John Macdonald,
K.C.B., godfather ; Lady Harriet Fletcher, godmother ; the Hon. Alex. Campbell,
Col. Fletcher snd Mr. Hamiltion, A.D.C. The Rev. G. V. Housman baptized the
child by the name of Victoris. The Rev. C. W. Rawson assisted in the ceremony.
The font was filled with water bxought from the Jordan by Mr. Douglas, thoughtfully
ofised for the ocension. Her Majesty had sent, as & present to her godchild, a
besutiial Jocket of fine dull gold, with & raised medallion portrait of herself in the
centre, enclosed in s circle of brillisnts, snd srrounded by an outer border in
Which pink corsl bosess were velieved by diamond and pearl settings. From the
Jocket depend five drops of corkl. ' On the reverse is the inscription, ** To Lady
Victoria Blackwood; frém her godmother, Victoria R., 18y3.”
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then on their way to England under the command of Col. Peters.
In the course of a short address he made to the Team, His Excellency
intimated that it was the intention of the Countess of Dufferin to pre-
sent the member of the Team who should score the greatest number
of marks with a gold medal.

On the 27th June, while in the Maritime Provinces, His Excel-
lency received the telegram from the Earl of Kimberley, the Colonial
Secretary, informing him that the Oaths Act had been disallowed.
The Governor General immediately communicated with Sir John
Macdonald, who was inclined to issue a commission to the members
of the Committee appointed by the House, but as he feared to do this
lest he should expose the Crown to the indignity of a rejection of its
mandate, His Excellency relieved him from his embarrassment by
offering to sanction such a proceeding, adding that he thought Sir
John might “with perfect propriety act upon the presumption that
the members of the Committee will accept the charge confided to
them.” .

Upon this Sir John wrote to each Commissioner, informing him
of the disallowance of the Oaths Act, and renewing the offer made
by him on the floor of the House of a Royal Commission addressed

to the same gentlemen who had been nominated by the House,
which would confer upon them all the powers desired, and he con-
cluded his letter by saying :

The acceptance of this Commission will enable the Committee to proceed
with the enquiry and the exsmination of witnesses on cath without any impor-
tant delay.”

This proposal was rejected by Messrs. Dorion and Blake. The
members of the Committee had met at Montreal on the 3nd July
as pre-arranged, and on the next day these gentlemen proposed to
proceed dispensing with oaths to the witnesses. To this the other
members declined to accede, as they felt themselves bound by the
express directions of the House to take the evidence under oath, and
by their vote the mecting was adjourned until the 13th August,
the day fixed for the pro forma assembling of the House to receive
their report. The Parliamentary Committee was thus virtually
dissolved. The promoters of Mr. Huntington’s charges probably now
felt themselves at liberty to place their evidence before the country
by means of the press, and accordingly on the next day there appeared
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in the Montreal Herald a number of letters and telegrams purporting
to have been written by Sir Hugh Allan to Mr. McMullen, to Mr.
Smith of Chicago, and to some unknown person in the United
States on the subject of the Canadian Pacific Railway. On the next
day Sir Hugh published in another paper a statement under oath on
the same subject, and subsequently a series of letters was published,
now known as the “ McMullen Correspondence,” containing docu-
ments which, if true, were calculated to compromise Sir John
Macdonald, and other Ministers,

During these proceedings His Excellency was on his tour through
the Maritime Provinces. The Government Steamer Druid had been
placed at his disposal, and leaving Quebec on the 21st June he
arrived, with Her Fxcellency and suite, on the 8th July, at Gaspe,
where he was presented-with an address from the County Council.

In their progress from Quebec the party visited Tadousac,
the Godbout river, where they were invited to the salmon fishing
grounds of Mr. Allan Gilmour of Ottawa, a warm and valued personal
friend of their Excellencies, where that gentleman took every pains to
show them good sport, and to make their visit an agrecable one,—a
kindness in every way successful and most highly appreciated by Mr.
Gilmour’s distinguished guests. Mingan Harbor was also visited_*

On the 14th July the Druid sailed for Percé, which His
Excellency was desirous of visiting for the purpose of inspecting a
place looked upon as one of the principal fishing stations on the
coast, and of making himself acquainted with the mode of conduct-
ing the arrangements for that important branch of the industrial
pursuits of that part of the Dominion. At about 7 a.m. the Dryid
stood off the town of Percé, and Mr. Orange and Mr. Boutilier
immediately boarded her to pay their respects to their Excellencies.
As she steamed around the Rock, the High Sheriff, Mr. Vibert, also
came on board, and soon after their Excellencies and suite were rowed
to the dock, where they were received by the Mayor, Mr. Harper, and

* The party had now spent about ten days in salmon fishing,—the result was
wventeen salmon weighing 295 lbe. Of these Her Excellency captured one of
lslbs.veigbt,vhichshelandedwithm:killfmmoneol‘thenpperpoohof
the St. John river. To Mr. Allan Gilmour, an ardent fisherman, belongs the
hmrofﬁmmoﬂngtheir&eelhnduinthemhofnlmonﬁ:hing.mdhe
hndthutheywonputhisueepdouuygmuskﬂltoammmintheﬁmdly
contest,
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others of the principal gentlemen of the place, whilst the shore was
thronged by the population who cheered heartily as their Excellencies
landed. An address was read by the Mayor, to which His Excel-
lency replied. He then, accompanied by the Countess of Dufferin,
Colonel and Lady Fletcher, Mr. Hamilton and others, made a careful
examination of the store houses, and inspected the method of curing
the fish and preparing them for export. Every information was
afiorded him by those in charge, and His Excellency was much
interested not only in the commercial enterprise, but in the influence
it exercised on the character and habits of those engaged in it.

Leaving this interesting spot, the party reached Chatham, N.B,
on the evening of the 16th July, where they were met by the lead-
ing men of the neighborhood, and an address was presented to His
Excellency.

As the party landed they were met by a committee consisting
of Messts. W. Wilkinson, P. Colman, J. B. Snowball, J. Gough, J.
Sheriff, Hon. W. Kelley, Hon. W. Muirhead, and Mr. McCulley. His
Lordship Bishop Rogers was also present. After the address bidding
him welcome to Miramichi, to which His Excellency gave a suitable
reply, he and Lady Dufferin were escorted to the residence of the
Hon. Mr. Muirhead. After luncheon, they returned to the Druid,
which proceeded on her voyage to Newcastle, where they arrived on
the 17th July, accompanied by the Hon Mr. Muirhead, Mrs. and
Miss Muirhead, the High Sheriff, the Hon. W. Kelley, Mr. Gough,
and others. The field battery, commanded by Captain Call, fired a
salute. The Governor General, followed by the greater portion of the
inhabitants of the town, proceeded to the Court House, where an
address was presented. After leaving the Court House the party
drove in carriages, provided by Mr. Muirhead, Mr. Kelley and Mr.
Snowball, to the railway bridge, then in course of erection,—afler
the inspection of which their Excellencies returned to the town, and
shortly after took their leave for Charlottetown, where they arrived o
the morning of the 18th July.

1t will be remembered that this beautiful Island of Prince Edward hed
come into the Confederacy on the 1st of the then month of July, after
much hesitation, and in face of the strong opposition of a powerful party.
The visit of His Excellency was therefore most opportune, as his courst
was always marked by a softening of the asperities of political cos-
tests, and a willingness to forget past disputes, and unite in the wodk
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of securing future prosperity. Great Preparations had accordingly
been made for his reception, and it is highly creditable to the gentle-
men who had led the Anti-Union party that they now cordially assisted
their late opponents in giving His Excellency a most hearty reception.
Arches were erected, covered with inscriptions indicative of the popular
joy that the Island now formed part of the great Dominion of Canada,
and of the profound respect and deep love entertained both for
His Excellency and the Countess of Dufferin. The party were
received at the landing by his Honor the Lieutenant Gavernor,
Mr. Robinson, his worship the Mayor, Mr. Rankin, the members
of the Local Government, the members of the City Council, the
representatives of the Press, and a large number of the leading
gentlemen of Charlottetown and the Island. The reply to the address,
was as follows :

“ GENTLEMEN,—Although, from time to time, it has been the good fortune of
many of my predecessors to set foot upon your hospitable shores, none of them has
ever arrived amongst you under such happy auspices as myself; and it is with
unspeakable pleasure that I return you my warmest thanks for the cordial welcome
you have extended to me.

Until the present moment each successive Governor General of Canada, though
nominally invested with vice-regal authority over your Island, was necessarily
precluded by the separate system of Governments hitherto in existence, from
taking that immediate and personal interest in your affairs which your recen,
incorporation with the Dominion will henceforth enable me to do.  But it is upon
other grounds than these that I desire to take this, the earliest opportunity aflorded
me, of offering you my warmest congratulations on the great change in your
political condition which has so recently taken place. Hitherto, thanks to the
native ability of your public men, and the intelligence of your Local Legislature,
your affairs have been administered with so much success as to have secured the
utmost peace and prosperity to your citizens ; and these advantages, as far as all
matters of domestic interest are concerned, you will still retain, but to these
there will be super-added the innumerable benefits which cannot fail to flow from
your complete and perfect union with the Dominion,—a great and powerful com-
manity, whose political importance and whose material wealth and resources are
yearly on the increase. A larger and more important field will be afforded to th
talents and abilities of your public men, all of whom have so patriotically united in
plomotingthe&nledcnﬁonoftbelshnd; and who, I feel assured, will be per-
fectly competent to hold their own, and to make their mark, and worthily to
Tepresent your sentiments and interests in the central legislature at Ottawa, while
all the other arrangements which have become necessary to consummate the
Union, whether of & commercial or financial character, will not fail, I trust, to
Pour a faller tide of vitality and wealth through all the arteries which minister to
your material welfare,
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ion to the Dominion will powerfully contribute
to izns:r:;::c;:ni’mﬁ::e::::,s::?l: your well-kn:;vtv: I::ynlt'y will still further
i its citi rone and the Empire.
ﬁ“{“‘;;:;g::“g‘:‘;s:::s t:lzl;::vt?nihteo'?smre you that. if will be my especi.a)
care lt‘o watch ovejr your interests with the most anxious sollcxtt;de. avl\)d, S:,f;; rasa;::
me lies, to make it a point of conscicnce that you shall not be losers by g
™ mw? f“ade' hink that so beautiful a day should still further enhance the efnjoy-
oo !o't ll“:\t our beautiful Island ; and, in returning thanks for the kindly
ment of ou;:::";peci’;uy addressed to Her Excellency, I Cafl assure you th?’t we
mrl:lio’:l:“forward with the greatest pleasure to a visit so happily commen.ced. .
Their Excellencies spent nine days on .the Islapd, zlxlnd, wnt::: t::;
usual industry and desire to become 'acq.uamted with the é)ezgracm-
institutions of the Province in all their different phases. an (; e
istics, the time was spent in driving 2bout the country ; in a evel‘le a
i Government House ; in the reception by His Excellency
e eescer from the members of the Local Government, from. the
Conterenee ¢ f the two Presbyteries, and the Irish Benevol?nt Socnefy;
?onference i n into the interior of the island by railway ; in attendn'xg
2 bal excul’mornment House, and one in the Colonial Building ; and in
a'bt:nsZ;nGo:eregatta. The members of the Local Government then
i‘: C;arloftetown, viz. : Messrs. the Hon. J. C. Hop.e, the I-Zotnh.e’ll“.[ ::.
i he Hon. J. Brecken, the Hon. W. W. SulI}van,an he Hon.
P resented the address from the Executive Council, which
&asc;-::: etx:)" l)the Premier, Mr. Pope. A deputation from t;heRt:v:
ies. composed of Messrs. the Rev. Thos. Duncan, the Rev.
PreSbYtenIe;)d the Rev. D. McNeill, the Rev. John McKinnon of
T S i a.;)d Dr. Mackieson and D. Laird, presented an address,
by the Rev. Mr. Duncan. A committee of the Benevol?nt
l'efid o 'the ofewilich .Mr. James Reddin was president, ac'compamed
e McCarron, assistant vice-president, Martu.\ Hogan,
ll)-ly nMesIs{rtslgl{;s, John A. McKenna, Patrick Foley, Maurice Bl.‘a‘koe,l
Pe‘:e:y Doyle and John Walsh also presented an address.le&'l‘gh?:l:om
these His Excellency made a fitting repl)". The r;pa;tyw ey
town in the evening of the 26th July, bemgha esco e
a torch-light procession ; their Ex'cellencps ving ¢ ned the peopt
with their urbanity and kindly interest in their purswm

tions.*

* St. Yohn Daily Telegraph, 33nd August.
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On their arrival at Pictou, being anxious to inform himself of every
matter connected with the great coal interest of this portion of the
Dominion, His Excellency visited the Albion and Acadia coal
mines, carefully inspected all the works, and extended his explor-
ations to the bottoms of the mines themselves. Mr. Jesse Hoyt of
the Acadia Company, Mr. Hurson of the Albion, and a number
of leading gentlemen of Pictou and New Glasgow, accompanied
their Excellencies on their tour of inspection.

On the 26th July the party reached Louisburg, and Sydney, Cape
Breton, where they were enthusiastically received. Immediately on
the arrival of the Druid, His Excellency was waited on by the Hon.
Mr. Bourinot, the Hon. Mr. Justice Dodd, Mr. McKay, M.P., Rev.
Dr. Uniacke, Mr. Davenport Custos and others. His Excellency
expressed his great regret that as the original route of his tour did not
embrace this part of the country he had not at his command the time
which he would like to have devoted to an examinativn of the coal
mines, and the other industries of Cape Breton. He also said he
was much pleased with the beautiful aspect and scenery of the Island,
and greatly desired to have gone through the St. Peter's Canal, and
seen the Bras d'Or Lake, of which he had heard so much. He was
particularly desirous to examine the mines of North Sydney, the
more especially assuch a visit would have afforded him an opportunity
of becoming acquainted with the people and their pursuits, and of
giving him a further insight into the mineral and other wealth with
which the Island had been by nature so lavishly endowed ; but being
expected in Halifax on the 29th July, he was compelled to forego the
pleasure and instruction which such a visit would have given him.*

The party proceeded on their voyage, and on the afternoon of the
29th July, Halifax was reached. Shortly after the Drusd had cast
anchor in the harbor, the distinguished party were visited by his
Honor Lieutenant Governor Archibald, Mrs. Archibald and a number
of prominent military and other officers. It was determined that the
official reception should take place the next day. The landing took

——

* The people so deeply regretted that no full opportunity had been given them of
shewing their respect for the representative of their Sovereign, that His Excellency
sent 2 letter to the Hon. Mr. Bourinot, enclosing a fine steel engraving likeness of
himself, which he hoped that gentleman would ‘“keep as & memento of the only
too short visit he paid to Sydney."”’

’ I
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place accordingly at the dockyard. His Excellency was received by
the Mayor and Corporation, Admiral Fanshawe in command of the
Fleet, then in harbor, Lieutenant Governor Archibald and his
lady, Archbishop Conolly, Bishop Binney, and other dignitaries of
the Church and State. To the address read by the Mayor, His
Excellency replied in a very happy extempore speech, thanking the
Mayor and citizens for the cordiality of their welcome to himseif and
Lady Dufferin, and expressing the great pleasure his visit to Nova
Scotia and the magnificent harbor of Halifax had afforded him. From
all he had seen of the Province since his arrival, in visiting the coal
mines of Pictou and Cape Breton, he said he was deeply impressed
with the importance of the mineral wealth f the country, and of the
industries which he was pleased to find in so forward a state of deve-
lopment.

Their Excellencies were greatly delighted with the magnificent
scenery of Cape Breton, the harbor of Louisburg and the eastern coast
of Nova Scotia.

Pursuing his settled plan of seeing and learning all he could of
the people, institutions, industries, and capabilities of the various
Provinces under his rule, His Excellency, most effectively assisted
by the Countess of Dufferin, spent a most active life in Halifax and
the surrounding country. The bitterness of the anti-confederate feel-
ing had not yet wholly disappeared, and the dominant desire of the
Governor General seemed to be to apply balm to the wounded spirits
of many most excellent men, whose opposition to Confederation had
been inspired by their warmth of attachment to their beautiful Pro-
vince, and to pour oil on the waters which were still in some degree
ruffled by the recollections of past acrimonies. But while thus engaged,
His Excellency had been, ever since the rising of Parliament on the
23rd May, exposed to the insinuations of a press which, however,
he understood too well to respect or fear. His course on the Pacific
Railway matter was being assailed in the most uncourteous terms,

though, as yet, he had done or said little or nothing to warrant the |
suspicions entertained, or professed to be entertained, by this press. |

Advice had been tendered to him by public prints, in the interests
of a violent partisanship, and even threats were levelled at him if he
presumed to deviate from the course which these ill-informed and
heated disputants chose to mark out for him. His Excellency had
Jeft Ottawa under the conviction that as the meeting of Parliament on
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the 13th August was agreed to be a mere pro _formq one, for the
sole purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee appointed by
the House, his presence would not be necessary, and he had there-
fore projected an extended visit to the Maritime Provinces. But the
disallowance of the Oaths Act,—the refusal of Messrs. Dorion and
Blake to act as Royal Commissioners,—the consequent virtual destruc-
tion of the Committee,—the publication of the McMullen correspon-
dence and the counter statements, and the confusion which would on
these accounts necessarily attend the adjourned meeting of the House,
rendered his presence on the occasion imperative, He, therefore,
determined to leave Halifax in time to reach Ottawa and open the
Session in person.

But before leaving, an opportunity was afforded him of giving
expression to some of his views on the duties, responsibilities and
powers of a Governor General of Canada. Having been invited to
dine with the Halifax Club on the 8th August, he accepted the
invitation. Dr. Almon, President of the Club, presided, His Excel-
lency being on his right, and his Honor the Lieutenant Governor of
Nova Scotia, Mr. Archibald, on his left. Admiral Fanshawe, Sir
William Young, the Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, and Senator Mac-
pherson were among the invited guests. The toast of the evening
was given by the Chief Justice.*

*“In a Province like ours, now a component part of the expanding and vast
Dominion, stretching from sea to sea, containing in its bosom the promise of a
great future, the germs of a mighty empire moulded upon and attached to British
institutions, the Representative of our Queen, I trust, will always be greeted with
an enthusiastic and cordial welcome, more especially when as now he brings in
his right hand the fair partner of his home, the impersonation of grace and beaaty,
entering with genuine zest into our amusements and lending new fascinations to the
dance.

Since Canada began to assume real importance, we have seen a long, and, 1
might add, an illustrious line of able and distinguished men filling the high post
which is now in the hands of our noble giest. Lord Durham, just before, and
Lord Sydenham, at the birth of, the Union of the Canadas, succeeded by Lords
Metcalfe, Elgin, Monck and Lisgar, and now by the Earl of Dufferin, form a
galaxy of statesmen, shewing the high estimation in which the office of Governor
General of this splendid Colony is beld by the Mother Country,—and her deter-
mination to govern us through the medium of her best and choicest spirits. Greece,
the great colonizer of the ancient, as Britain is of the modern, world, used to send

* Departing from his usual course, the author has, on account of the exceptional
excellence of this speech, reproduced it in full.
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out with her colonists a portion of the sacred fire which burned upon heraltars, to
be ever preserved as a pure and living image of the institutions, the memories,
and the beliefs of the Fatherland. But in place of this grosser and more material
symbol, the Queen sends us as her representative a mature and experienced states-
man, to imitate her virtues, to engage the esteem and win the affections of her
subjects on this side of the Atlantic, as she rules the hearts of her own people at
home ; and be here, also, the living exemplar of the independence of character, the
true nobiliiy of thought, and the delicate and high sense of honor which are the
pride and glory of the public men who make England what she is.

The Earl of Dufferin has given to the world a striking picture, while cruising
in ‘High Latitudes,’ finely conceived and wrought out, of the peak of San Mayar
piercing the sky, and making itself sublimely visible through the grey and murky
atmosphere of those northern regions. He hailed it with delight ; and the adven-
turous mariner kept his eye steadily fixed on it; and now, when His Excellency is
embarked on a sea of political currents and vicissitudes, where the waters boil and
fret below, his parliamentary training and other antecedents assure us that, in
discharging the high functions of a Constitutional Governor, there will still be an
elevated point, a guiding star, to which his aims will be directed, and which will
preserve untarnished the dignity of the Crown and his own personal honor,

No one can retire from a conference with the Earl of Dufferin, when his heart is
open, and the true purposes of his administration revealed, without admiration of his
far-seeing sagacity, and a firm conviction that he means to do what is just and
right. A Britisn nobleman cannot afford to have the slightest smirch on his
escutcheon, and v-e wuay rest assured that the noble Earl will zealously and success
fully guard the purity of his own, I beg to propose asatoast: ¢The Earl of
Duflerin and his accomplished Countess,—health and happiness to them both,’”

To this exceedingly happy address His Excellency replied, in
a speech which has ever since been extolled throughout the length
and breadth of the Dominion, and is justly considered one of his best
efforts. Its manliness and warmth fired the Canadian heart, exhibited
as they were at a time when many men situated as he was would have
hidden their true opinions under a cloud of platitudes, which might be
interpreted to suit any and all parties. The ardent love of Constitution!
Government,—the firm determination to keep this as his guiding
star,—the expression of his determination to extend an unswerving,
unhalting loyalty to the Ministers, whom the voice of the people had
designated, as his proper and only advisers, at least until they had
" been proven unworthy of his confidence, all combined to mark Lod
Dufferin as an able and most just ruler. After a few preliminay
remarks, he said : :

¢ GENTLEMEN,—If anything were wanting to enhance the honor done me, i
would be found in the eloquent and most kind and considerate terms in which th
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health of the Countess of Dufferin and myself has been proposed by the Chief
Justice. 'When I first arrived amongst you I was of course a stranger to all but a
very few, and, although with her traditional loyalty, your city was prepared to pay
every proper mark of respect to the Representative of Her Majesty, you have made
us feel that, as our acquaintance improved, a sentiment of personal kindness and
good-will has begun to mingle in daily increasing proportions with the official hos-
pitalities with which we have been overwhelmed. (Great cheering.) Of course,
these indications of your friendliness and indulgence are very gratifying to my feel-
ings, nor can you be surprised that I should reciprocate your good-will in even a
still warmer manner, (Cheers.) Iam sure I shall ever look back to my visit here
s a most pleasurable reminiscence. Independent of the advantages I have enjoyed
of becoming acquainted with the material aspects and characteristics of the chief
city of one of the most important Provinces of the Dominion, I have been able to .
make the personal acquaintance of almost all your eminent citizens, your politi-
cians, your clergy, your judges, and the heads of those various interests and profes-
sions which maintain the intellectual vitality and minister to the commercial pros-
perity of this the capital of Eastern North America. Asa consequence, I feel that
benceforth I shall be able to examine with a warmer sympathy and a far more in-
telligent appreciation than heretofore, such probleins affecting your welfare as may
from time to time be submitted to the consideration of my Government at Ottawa,

And here, gentlemen, I should be disposed to conclude this imperfect expression
of my thanks, were I not desirous of conveying to my friend the Chief Justice the
great gratification I have derived from the remarks which have dropped from him
in regard to my official position as Governor General of this great Dominion.
Gentlemen, I am well aware that this is, as it were, a domestic festival, and that
nothing could be more inopportune than the slightest allusion to any political topic,
but I may be permitted to say this much in reference to what has fallen from the
Chief Justice, that, if there is one obligation whose importance I appreciate more
than another, as attaching to the functions of my office, it is the absolute and para-
mount duty of maintaining not merely an outward attitude of perfect impartiality
towards the various parties into which the political world of Canada, as of the
Mother Country, is divided, but still more of preserving that subtle and inward bal-
ance of sympathy, judgment and opinion that should elevate the Representative of
your Sovereign above the faintest suspicion of having any other desire, aim, or am-
bition than to follow the example of his Royal Mistress in the relations which she
bas constantly maintained towards Her Ministers, Her Parliament and Her people—
{tremendous cheering), to remember every hour of the day that he has but one duty
and but one office—to administer his government in the interests of the whole Cana-
dian people, and of the Dominion at large. {Great cheering.) Of course, gentlemen,
having been but one brief year in the country, my character and my sentiments in
these respects can ly be | n, and there is always a danger during the fer-
vor of those political controversies—which seem to be conducted by the Press of
Canada with peculiar animation— (great langhter)—of unauthorized references being
made to the Governor General’s supposed sentiments, opinions and intentions, which
would convey to the uninstructed reader a very erroneous impression of the conduct
and the attitude of the Chief of the State,
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Gentlemen, I do not make this remark by way of complaint. If there is any
person in Canada who has been kindly and considerately dealt with by the Press,—
to whom the Press of every political complexion has shown indulgence and good-
will, it is myself; and it is a most natural, and by no means an uncomplimentary
circumstance, that the organs of different shades of opinion should persuade them-
selves that the Governor General must necessarily be of their way of thinking and
see through their spectacles (laughter) ; but what I wish to say once for all, and I
do not care how widely this remark is disseminated, is this, that there is no human
being who is authorized to make any statement or suggestion as to what my opin.
ions or sentiments may be in respect of any political topic, or who has ever been
in a position, or is likely to be in a position, to make anything approaching to a
conjecture upon points of this description. It is true my object and my desire isto

. inform my mind upon every subject affecting the interests of the country by conver-

sation and by discussion with any one who can afford me instruction or information,
and it would be very unfortunate for me if this freedom of intercourse with all
classes and parties in Canada, from which I derive so much benefit and pleasure,
should be trammelled by the dread lest this casual intercourse should become the
foundation for infe , comment or conjecture in the Press. No, gentlemen, I
understand my duty too well ever to allow my judgment or my sympathies to be
surprised into political partizanship. My one thought and desire is the welfare of
Canada as a whole ; to maintain her honor, to promote her prosperity, to do my
duty by her and her entire people, is the sole object of my ambition. When I con-
verse with your public men, it scarcely ever occurs to me to remember to what
political party they belong. I only see in them persons devoting themselves, cach
according to his lights, to the service of his country. My only guiding star in the
conduct and maintenance of my official relations with your public men is the Parlia-
ment of Canada—(cheers)—in fact, I suppose I am the only person in the Dominion
whose faith in the wisdom and in the infallibility of Parlisment is never shaken.
(Great Iaughter.) Each of you, gentlemen, only believe in Parliament so long 25
Parliament votes according to your wishes (cheers) and convictions ; I, gentlemen,
believe in Parliament, no matter which way it votes (langhter), and to those
men alone whom the absolute will of the Confederated Parliament of the Dominios
may assign to me as my responsible advisers can 1 give my confidence. (Cheers.)
Whether they are the heads of this party or that must be a matter of indifference to
the Governor General. So long as they are maintained by Parliament in their
positions, so long is he bound to give them his unreserved confidence, to defer to

their advice, and loyally to assist them with his counsels. (Applause.) When- |

ever in the vicissitudes of party warfare they are replaced by others- (laughter) be
welcomes their successors with an equally open and loyal regard. Such private
friendships as he may have formed he will have a right to retain. (Hear, hear.) As
a reasonable being he cannot help baving convictions upon the merits of different
polices. (Hear.) But these considerations are abstract, speculative, devoid of
practical effect on his official relations. (Cheers.) As the head of a Constitutionsl
State, as engaged in the administration of Parliamentary Government, he has mo

political friends—still less need he have political enemies (gresit cheering); the |

possession of cither—nay even to be suspected of possessing either—destroys his use-
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fulness. (Cheers.) Sometimes, of course, no matter how disconnected his personality
may be from what is taking place, his name will get dragged into some controversy,
and he may suddenly find himself the subject of criticism by the Press of whatever
party may for the moment be out of humor (laughter), but under these circumstances
he must console himself with the reflection that these spasmodic castigations
(laughter) are as transitory and innocuous (great laughter) as the discipline applied
occasionally to their idol by the unsophisticated worshippers of Mumbo Jumbo
(immense laughter), when their harvests are short, or a murrain visits their flock,
(Cheers.) For, gentlemen, of this I am certain, that, although he may sometimes
err in his judgment, or fail in serving you as effectually as he might desire, a
Viceroy who honestly seeks to do his duty (cheers), to whom the interests of Canada
are as precious and her honor as dear as his own (immense cheering), who steers,
unmoved, an even course, indifferent to praise or blame, between the political con-
tentions of the day (cheers), can never appeal in vain to the confidence and gene-
rosity of the Canadian people. (Immense applause).”

The time of their Excellencies in Halifax had been spent in visit-
ing the various public institutions of the City,—in attending a yacht
race,—a dinner at the Yacht Club,—drawing room theatricals,—
a public pic-nic,—a review and field day,—a grand civic banquet and
ball,—a promenade concert,—a cricket match,—a ball on board the
Royal Alfred, the Flag Ship of Admiral Fanshawe, and in other
gatherings by means of which they had been afforded frequent
opportunities of mixing with all classes of the people.

Finding his presence at Ottawa at the opening of the adjourned
session, on the 13th August, indispensable, His Excellency, leaving
the Countess on board the Drwid at Halifax, left that city for the seat
of Government on the evening of the gth August by the Steamer
Nestorian, bound to Montreal. He was attended to the dock by an
immense torch-light procession : the prominent places of business in
the route of the procession were decorated and illuminated. Dense
crowds of people filled the thoroughfares, and greeted the distin-
guished departing guest with enthusiastic cheers. A military guard
of honor received His Excellency on the dock. All the wharves in
the vicinity were lined with citizens, who made the welkin ring with
their cheers as the Nestorian steamed out of the harbor.

His Excellency reached Ottawa on the moming of the eventful
13th day of August. A number of members of the Commons had
already arrived. A few hours after the Governor General's arrival,
he was attended by the First Minister, Sir John Macdonald, who
formally submitted to him the unanimous advice of the Ministers that
Parliament should be prorogued. His Excellency considered it
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the only proper course to adopt, but he required the assurance that
Parliament should again meet within a short time,—six or eight weeks.
To this Sir John Macdonald made no objection,—in fact he had
himself suggested the same course.

The House was to be convened at 3 p. m. At one o'clock, His
Excellency was informed that a deputation of members of Parliament
were desirous of waiting on him for the purpose of presenting a memorial
against prorogation. They were introduced by Mr. Cartwright, who
placed in the hands of His Excellency a memorial signed by ninety-
three members of the House, praying that Parliament be not pro-
rogued until the House of Commons “ should have had an opportunity
of taking such steps as it may deem necessary and expedient with
reference to this important matter,”—the investigation into Mr. Hun-
tington's charges. His Excellency declined to accede to this request,
first verbally, and afterwards his reply was given in writing.*

During the morning of the 13th August, four of the members of
the Pacific Committee, Messrs. Cameron, Blanchet, Blake and
Dorion, had met, and adjourned until the next day,~having done
nothing.

At half-past three o'clock, the Speaker took the chair. Mr. Mac
kenzie immediately rose amid great interruption and confusion, and
though constantly interrupted by cries of “ Order,” “ Order,” * Privi-
lege,” * Privilege,” moved the following resolution, seconded by Mr.
Holton :

¢ That the House, during the present Session, ordered an enquiry by a com-
mittee of its own into certain grave charges in connection with the granting of the
charter and the contract for the construction of the Pacific Railway, which, iftrue,
seriously affect the official honor and integrity of His Excellency’s Constitutional
Advisers, and the privilege and independence of Parlisment: that the investips-
tion thus ordered has, %0 far, not been procssded with, owing to circumstances not
snticipated when the enquiry was ordered 3 and that it is the imperative duty of this
Houss, at the earliest moment, to take such steps as will secure a full Parliamest-
ary enquiry : that constitutional wrage requires that charges of corruption agaisst
Ministers of the Crown should be investigated by Parliament, and that the assumptios
of that duty by any tribunal created by the Executive would bea flagrant violatios
ofthe privileges of this House, and that this House will regard as highly reprehes-
sible sny person who mey presume to advise His Excellency to prorogue Parlie
meent before it shall have hed an opportunity of taking action in the premises, iss
muth a5 such prorogetion would render abortive all the steps taken up to the
present time,——~would inflict an unprecedented indignity on Parliament, and prodece
gmt dissatisfaction in the country.”

"% The &1l text ‘of this memorial and of His Exsellency’s reply will be fousd
ost in bis despatch to the Earl of Kimberley of 35th Angust.
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A scene of confusion, noise and unseemly conduct now took place,
which formed a melancholy commentary on the loud professions of a
party which have ever been ready to demand constitutional practice
from their opponents, and as ever ready to trample it under foot when
it did not run with their momentary desires.

Mr. Speaker rose to quiet the tumult. The House resounded
with the repeated cries of *Privilege,” ¢Privilege,” *Order,”
“Order,” and he was inaudible except to those near him. He was
in fact announcing that the Usher of the Black Rod was at the door
with a message from His Excellency. Every one knew that the
Governor General was at the moment waiting in the Senate Chamber
for the attendance of the Commons, in order to prorogue the House.
But Mr. Mackenzie, the leader of the Opposition, continued :

¢ Nomessage shall interrupt me. Istand here representing a constituency in this
Province, and, I have reason to believe, the opinions of a very large number of
people throughout the country. I propose to call the attention of the House to
circumstances affecting the independence of Parliament. There is nothing in the
circumstances which justifies His Excellency in proroguing Parliament for the
purpose of preserving an accused Ministry, and I propose hereafter to proceed with
the discussion of this matter to which our attention has been called on previous
occasions. I have placed this motion in your hands because I have heard it is the
intention to prorogue this House.”

At this juncture the Sergeant-at-Arms came forward and announced
the attendance of the Usher of the Black Rod at the door of the
Commons. Mr. Speaker rose amid loud cries of * Privilege,”
“ Privilege,” which continued despite his command to the House to
maintain order. The Usher was admitted, but, owing to the hissing
and cheering in the House, his message was heard by none except
those in his immediate vicinity. After his departure, Mr. Speaker
communicated His Excellency’s message to the House, and imme-
diately leaving the chair, amidst such a babel of groans, hisses and
uproar as ,was never before witnessed in the Dominion House, he,
followed by the members of the Government, the few of their suppor-
ters who were present, and the officers of the House, took his way to
the Senate Chamber, where the House was prorogued by His Excel-
lency until Monday, the 23rd day of October then next.

Immediately after the prorogation, a meeting of the Opposition
members of the House was held in the Railway Committee Room,
which may be aptly termed an “ Indignation Meeting.” Were it not
that the principles of Constitutional Government are deeply involved
in the proceedings connected with the Pacific Railway charges, no
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allusion would here be made to this meeting, but the deliberate
utterances of the leaders of a party claiming to be par excellence the
“ Liberal ” party of the Dominion, expressed after an hour’s quiet dis-
cussion with His Excellency,~—after hearing from his own lips the
unanswerable arguments in favor of prorogation which he subsequently
condensed in his written reply to their memorial, and after a discussion
of wontks in the public press, must be taken as their settled opinions
on the duties of a Governor General. That these opinions are utterly
subversive of Constitutional Government, and if acted upon would
degrade the rule of the cou.try to a “personal” one, and render the
Executive, to a dangerous extent, independent of his Ministry, and
therefore of the people, will doubtless now be admitted by all students
of Constitutional history. But it is well the country should be reminded
that the very party through whose invaluable agitation Responsible
Government was secured by the noble reformers of the Baldwin School
are ever ready to cast its principles to the winds when their application
does not suit their present needs. The conduct of this party on this
occasion, and in the Province of Quebec in 1878, (which will be
noticed in its proper place) stamps them as “ Liberals” only in an
usurped name. Mr. Holton said:

¢ They knew that the most unheard of indignity had been cast upon Parliament
by the Representative of the Crown, advised by his Ministers.”

Mr. Mackenzie argued that as ninety-three members had signed
the memorial against prorogation, and as several supporters of the
Government had privately expressed their disapprobation of His
Excellency’s course, there was in fact 2 majority of the House against
prorogation, and that the opinion of this majority thus expressed should
have been followed by His Excellency. This proposition bears its
own refutation with it. He is thus reported :

" «He might say that in addition to the ninety-three members who had signed the
memorial, some of whom had been supporters of the Government,—he might say
that be had been spoken to by some Conservative gentlemen who had told him that
they thought it was an improper act on the part of the Government to prorogue
Parliament, and that if they did not join with the Opposition in signing the docu-
ment, it was because they had made a special remonstrance themselves. A number
of those gentlemen who had always supported the Government had thought that
the contemplated outrage was so great that it was impossible that it could be com-
mitted, and it was one which could not possibly be submitted to. The Ministry
had therefore a majority against them,—a majority larger than they had ever had in
the House.* * * In this instance, to shield members against whom s primd facie
case had been made out, the privileges of Parliament had been infringed.® * * * It

1873]

would ne
and at tl
would co
Mr.
gation,
he resp
Macker
himself.
£“ 'I'lle
crimes w
of Ministe
maintain
gation, ai
assembles

Hon

“Ttw
and I will
vileges of

¢ Resol
Commons
gross viol.
of the peo

Mr, |

“ Tt se
The Crow
selves.”

Hon.
Smith, {1
Mr. Cun;
St. Just,§
Hon. Mr
strain,

* Parl
1

+ Now
tob

1 Now
§ Now
§ Now
** Now



1873] THE EARL OF DUFFERIN IN CANADA. 139

woukl now become them to do nothing which counld detract from their position,
and at the same time to take such steps to obtain the opinion of the country as
would convince His Excellency that he had been most grievously misinformed.” ®

Mr. Blake was more guarded. He denounced the act of proro-
gation, but he made no charge against His Excellency, and thus far
he respected the principles of Constitutional Government, while Mr.
Mackenzie directly fastened the so-called outrage on His Excellency
himself. Mr. Blake said :

“ They were met by the question whether the right of Parliament to try such
crimes was to be taken away. The Crown had prorogued the House on the advice
of Ministers. Them I charge, and them I call upon the country to condemn,*** I
maintain that the course of justice ought not to have been interrupted by the proro-
gation, and should be resumed at the earliest moment, at which this tribunal re-
assembles.”

Hon. Mr. Cauchont said :

It was known that the privileges of Parliament had been encroached on to-day ;
and I will go further and say that the Crown had no right to interfere with the pri-
vileges of Parliament. I move the following resolution :

¢ Resolved—That the prorogation of Parliament without giving the House of
Commons the opportunity of prosecuting the enquiry it had already taken wasa
gross violation of the privileges and independence of Parliament, and of the rights
of the people.’””

Mr. Mills § entirely concurred in the resolution :

¢ Tt seems to me that there had been a departure from the Constitutional system,
The Crown was seeking advice from the Ministry in a matter which affected them-
selves.”

Hon. Mr. Cartwright,|| Mr. Burpee,§ Mr. Laflamme,** Hon. Mr.
Smith, + Mr. Huntington, }} Dr. Forbes, Mr. McDonnell (Inverness),
Mr. Cunningham (Marquette), Mr. Coffin,|||| the Hon. Mr. Letellier de
St. Just,§§ Hon. Mr. Christie,*** Mr. Goudge, Mr. Fiset, Mr. Rymal,
Hon. Mr. Young, Mr. Jetté, and Mr. Anglinttt all spoke in the same
strain.

* Parliamentary Debates, 1873, page ++ Now Sir Albert James Smith,

211—Library of Parliament. Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
+ Now Lieutenant Governor of Mani- 11 Now Post Master General.

toba. If Now Receiver General.
3 Now Minister of the Interior. §8 Now Speaker of the Senate.
§ Now Finance Minister. *** Now Lieut. Governor of Quebec.
§ Now Minister of Customs, Ht Now Speaker ofthe House of Com-
** Now Minister of Justice, mons,
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The Hon. Mr. Smith said :

It appears to me that the present was just the case in which the Crown was
called upon to interpose its prerogative against the advice of the Ministry. The
reason given for the exercise of the prerogative to-day had no justification.”

Mr. Christie said :

I have no doubt that the privileges of Parliament have been trampled on to-
day. Mr. Mackenzie has been used in the most arbitrary manner when he had this
day risen in his seat in Parliament. 1 believe in the sense of the resolution before
the meeting, and I hope it will not take any notice of the report of the Commission,
and I hope that Mr. Huntington will not attend before that Commission to give
evidence. The Ministers are incompetent to advise the Governor General, and I
think the Governor General was wrong in taking their advice.”

That these declarations are in direct antagonism to the true prin-
ciples of Constitutional Government is shown so conclusively by His
Excellency’s own account of the Pacific Railway difficulty given by him
in his now historical and remarkably able despatch, Nu. 197, to the
Earl of Kimberley, dated the 15th August, two days after the pro-
rogation, that at the risk of some repetition, it is reproduced in full.
No. 197.

CANADA, August 15, 1873,

My Lorp,—I have the honor to state, for your Lordship’s information, that
at half-past three of the afternoon of Wednesday, the 13th instant, I prorogued
Parliament.

As this event is likely to be regarded with dissatisfaction by one of the great
political parties in this country, and has been already snimadverted upon in nv
measured terms by a portion of the Canadian press, I proposeto give your Lordship
a full sccount of the circumstances under which it has taken place,

Although I have already acquainted your Lordship from time to time with
everything which as occurred in connection with the grant of the Pacific Railway
Charter, as well as with the proceedings in and out of Parliament to which it has
given rise, it may be well to preface my intended statement by & brief recapitula-
tion of its previous history.

The scheme of a Canadian line of railway from the Atlantic to the Pacific first
scquired a practical character in 1871, when its construction within ten years from
that date became one of the conditions on which British Columbia covenanted to
enter into Confederation.

The first move towards the realization of the project seems to have been initiated
not by a Canadian, but by an Englishman of the name of Waddington, who, after
broaching his proposals in Toronto and elsewhere, apparently without success,
eventually sacceeded in obtaining the co-operation of & number of capitalists in
Chicago and New York, most of whom, though not all, were interested in the
¢¢ Northern Pacific Railway,” a United States line connecting at Lyndon with the
continental systcm, which it is intended to carry scroes the Northernmost States of
the Union to a port on the Pacifiq and which will consequently run parallel—
though at a lower latitude and over a wider arc—with the proposed Canadian line.
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A deputation from these gentlemen seem to have visited Ottawa in the autumn
of 1871, and to have had an interview with some members of the Canadian Govern-
ment, by whom they were informed that the time for entering into negotiations for
the construction of the railway had not arrived. For several months no other pro-

position was received by the Government, but it is stated by Sir Franzis
No. 1. Hincks, in a letter of which I append a copy, that, being in Montreal in
the month of July of the same year, he met Sir Hugh Allan, and, giving him the
rames of some of the Americans who had made these advances, expressed his regret
that a work of such importance should fall into the hands of foreigners.  Acting
upon this suggestion, Sir /ugh Allan turned his attention to the matter, and even-
tually, in conjunction with these American gentlemen and some Quebec friends of
his own, formed a company for the prosecution of the work. But as the Session of
1872 approached, it became evident that the admission of parties connected with
the American Pacific to a share in the contract for the Canada Pacific was become
unpopular, and, Parliament appearing to share this feeling, it was announced by
the Government to Sir Hwugh Allan that no proposals emanating from an American
Company would be entertained.

On this intimation, Sir Hugh Allan appears to have addressed himself to the
organization of a purely Canadian Company, and gave to the Government the most
positive assurances that he had entirely dissociated himself from his American
friends.

In the meantime another Company had been formed in Toronto called the
* Interoceanic Company,” of which MY, Macpherson, a geatleman of very high
standing and character, and a Dominion Senator, was chairman.

During the ensning Session—that is, in the spring of 1872—both the Companies,
the ¢ Interoceanic ** and *¢ Canada Pacific,”” as Sir Hugh’s was now called, obtain-
ed Acts of Incorporation, and, at t}-z same time, an Act of Parliament was passed
enabling the Government to enter izto a contract with one or other of the above-
mentioned Companies, or with an amalgamation of the two, or, if they should see
fit, to grant a Royal Charter to a new and altogether distinct company, in case an
agreement should be found impossible with those already in existence.,

The terms which Government was authorized to grant to whatever Company
undertock the contract were settled in the last Parliament, and will already have
been communicated to your Lordship by my predecessor, Lord Lisgar, who, up to
this time, was still in office ; but it may be convenient to mention that the princi-
pal concessions consisted of a grant, under certain conditions, of §0,000,000 acres
of land, in alternate blocks along the line, and of a subsidy of $30,000,000 (say
£6,000,000 sterling). Of this sum, the interest of £3,250,000, which, by the
transference of the fortification loan to the same account, became eventually
£3,800,000, was guaranteed by the Imperial Government.

The session closed on the 14th June. Parliament was dissolved on the 8th July.
Or: the 25th June I arrived in this country, and became personally cognizant of
- many of the events I now proceed to record.

From the 15th July to the 12th October the elections were being held,
As so0n as they were concluded, Sir John Macdomald returned to Ottawa, and the
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Canadian ‘Pacific Railway became a frequent topic of conversation between us.
My Government never seem to have favored the idea of giving the contract to
cither of the rival compar :, who were then competing for the preference. In
Senator Macpherson's company an Ontario interest was very strongly represented.
In Sir Hugh Allaw’s a Quebec interest predominated. The contemplated under-
taking would evidently tax the resources of the country to the utmost. It would
be undesirable, therefore, Sir FoAn argued, that any Canadians desivous of putting
their shoulders to the wheel should be excluded, and a fusion of the two Companies—
as provided for in their incorporation acts, and contemplated by the Act of Parliament
—was the object to be attained. Into the intricate and somewhat obscure negoti-
ations which then ensued between Mr. AMacpherson and Sir Huygh Allan, at the
instance of my Government, I need not enter. They are sufficiently
No. 2. displayed in the Blue Book which I subjoin, and which I have marked for
reference. It suffices to say that, notwithstanding Sir Fokn AMlacdonala’s efiorts to
bring the parties to an understanding, the negotiation altogether failed, principally,
as it was alleged on the one side, because Sir /ugh Alian had not really broken
off his connection with the American interest, and, on the other, because Mr.
Macpherson was not willing to recognize the claims to the chairmanship of Sir 4.
Allan, whose pretensions my Government were disposed to favor, in consideration,
as they stated, not only of his influential position in the Province of Quebec, but
as having been the first Canadian in the field to associate himself with the enter-
prise.

In reference to this point, I may observe that, although I have no means of
knowing either when or to what extent my Ministers may have pledged themselves
to favor Sir Hugh Allan's election to the chairmanship, the selection of such a
person, the originator of the Oceanic line of communication between Great Britain
and Canada, a gentleman who might fairly be regarded as the representative
capitalist of the Dominion, and who would be more likely than any other to make
an impression upon the English money market, was a choice which, at that time,
few seemed disposed to question,

Baffled in their efforts to effect the amalgamation they desired, Sir Jvin
Macdonald and his colleagues announced their intention of promoting the forma-
tion of a new and independent Company, out of whatever elements of strength
were to be found throughout the Dominion, and shortly before the meeting of the
pew Parliament in March, a Board of Directors was constituted, which included
not only some of the leading promoters of the two defunct companies, but repre-
sentative men from each of the Provinces of the Dominion. Of this Board, Sir
Hugh Allan seems to have been elected Chairman as a matter of course, and to
the company it répresented the Charter was eventually issued.

In previous despatches I have already described to your Lordship che precau-
tions which were taken to prevent any American interest or foreign capital ever

" pbtaining control over the concern. 1 am not sufficiently conversant with railway
financing to assert, on my own authority, that the restrictions introduced into the
Charter, with this view, are sufficient for their purpose. Money, like water, has a
very narrow shoulder, and will find its way wherever it is likcly to fructify,—but
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as far as I can judge, every reasonable precaution seems to have been taken., All
the Directors must be British subjects. The President and the majority of the
Directors must reside in Canada, and, though the shares are transferable, no transfer
can be made for the first six years without the consent of the Government, nor
after six years without the consent of the Directors,—the transicrs in both cases
being registered in the books of the company.

Another subject which seemed constantly to pre-occupy the mind of my Prime
Minister at this time was the necessity of preventing any one individual, or any one
interest, or combination of interests, whether represented by Sir Hugk Allan or
another, from acquiring a predominant influence on the directory. Here again 1
am not sufficiently familiar with the arcana of Board-rooms to know whether the
adjustments on which Sir JoAn relied were as effectual for the purpose as they
appeared to me to be, but I muy observe that, although the scrutiny of Parliament
was directed under the light of subsequent events to these especial points, neither
House has expressed dissatisfaction with the provisions of the Railway Charter, or
the personnel of the governing body. On the contrary, up to the last moment of
the session, on repeated occasions, Parliament continued to manifest its confidence
in those who framed the one and constituted the other. If, therefore, as is alleged,
a corrupt modification of the Pacific Railway Charter to the advantage of Sir
Hugh Allan and his American friecnds, was the consideration for which these
personages squandered the enormous sums asserted to have Leen spent, it would
seem that they have scarcely obtained their money’s worth,—a result, I should
imagine, foreign to the experience of such shrewd men of business.

But though the Parliament of Canada thus unmistakeably ratified the Railway
policy of my Ministers its verdict on the subject was not destined to pass unchal-
lenged. On the 2nd of April, Mr. Lucius Scth Huntington, a distinguished
member of the House of Commons, startled his immediate auditory, as well as
the whole political world of Canada, by .ie unexpected introduction of the follow-
ing motion :

““Hon. Mr. Huntington moved, that Mr. Hustington, a member of the House,
‘““having stated in his place, that he is credibly informed and believes that he can
‘““establish by satisfactory evidence,—

¢ That, in anticipation of the legislation of last Session, as to the Pacific Rail-
“way, an agreement was made between Sir Hugh Allan, acting for himself, and
‘“certain other Canadian promoters, and G. W. McMullen, acting for certain
“United States capitalists, whereby the latter agreed to furnish all the funds
““necessary for the construction of the contemplated Railway, and to give the
‘‘former a certain per centage of interest, in consideration of their interest and
“position, the scheme agreed on being ostensibly that of a Canadian Ccmpany
“with Sir Hugh Allam at its head,—

“That the Government were aware that negotiations were pending between
“these parties,—

‘That subsequently, an understanding was come to between the Government
“and Sir Hugh Allan and Mr. Abbott, M.P.,—that Sir Hwgh Allan and his
‘friends 