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Will Canada Evangelize her Share
of the World?

Will Canada evangelize her share of the world and
will she undertake the work now ? This is the ques-
tion which the Laymen's Missionary Movement, in
co-operaticn vvith the Mission Boards of the
churches, in submitting to the Christian men of
Canada from Sydney to Victoria. Never l)eforc has
such a question been submitted to the Christian men
of any countrj- in a national campaign. iSTever be-
fore have all the Mission Boards united in a com-
mon campaign for the extension of the Kingdom of
their Lord and Master.

It marks a new era in the religious life of our
country and is significant of the new place which
Christian Missionj hold in the thought and life of
the Church.
What is CanaJr s share of the world ? The un-

evangelized in her own land, particularly the immi-
grants flocking bv thou ands to our shores, and not
less than 4o,o(X),oc»o people in non-Christian lands.
What do we mean by evangelize ? To make intel-

ligible the Gospel of our Lord to those who know
Htm not and to help them to realize His supreme
claim upon their lives.

A Change in View Point.

In the past we have looked upon mission work as
the salvation of so many individual souls from eter-
nal loss, and we have judged of the success or fail-
ure of missionary operations bv the number of con-
verts added to the church. Kow we are realizing



more and more that it is not sinipiv a ijuestiou of

lndi^idual coinerts, l)Ut far mor*. the pl.uitinjr in the

heart ol a coi "lunity of a new and vital spiritual

torce that, like the leaven hid in the measure <A

meal, will not cease its workitij^ until the whole i-

leavened. The spiritual life so planted will mfluence
the whole life of the commnnitv, modilvin^ the

eiiaraeter of scores and thousan's of those who may
not actually identif\- themselves with the Christian
Church. In seeking to estimate the power and influ-

ence of Christian Missions on the nations where tht-

gospel has been preached, the least result, in one
sense, is the nunilier of converts added to the

church. The larger and more imi^ortant results are

the great changes wrought in the whole social and.

intellectual life and character of the people.

Our Vision Steadily ^.nlarging.

Not onlv is our view point changing, 1)Ut our vis-

ion of the character and extent of the missionarv
work of the church is steadilv enlarging. Is it not
true that until recentlv the Roman Catholic Church
alone possessed the imperial vision of the universal
dominion of our Lord and sought to make that vis-

ion a realitv ? It surveyed the world and sour^ht to

extend its form of Christianity from the rivers ':

^

the ends of the earth.

The Protestant churches have grown up in differ-

ent countries under varying conditions, the product
in many cases, of political as well as religious

causes, and the result has been the establishment of

national churches, as in England, Scotland, Ger-
many and other parts of Europe, with their vision

and outlook influenced md in some measure circuni-



scribed, by political an '. national consider itions.
These national chur he? have in many cases been
divided, and the resul. is that Protestantism has
not had that sense of solidarity, that con iousness
oi unity, whence comes the imperial vision,
nor has there been established such practical co-
operation among the various branches of the Protes-
tant Church as would make possible the realization
of this vision.

Within the past half centurv the spirit of nation-
ality, that indeinable consci ice of un v which
influence? the development of national ife, has
brought together the various sections ;m_» races of
the Italian people until there is nrv Italian imity.
This spirit of nationality b^s resul c? in the estab-
lishment of the German E. ' ire. It is this spirit

which helps o bind together the various parts of
the British Empire. A spirit different in kind, but
producing somewhat similar results, "the spirit of
love and of a sound mind," has been at work among
the various Protestant churches of Christeadom, and
there is coming to these churches this sense of un-
ity, of oneness; and with this sense of unitv is com.-
ing this imperial vision and the conviction that
these churches can unitedlv make this vision a real-

ity. The conviction is becoming s roneer everv day
that if "the kingdoms of this world are to become
the empire of our God and of his Christ," the
churches must forget their differences, must magnifv
the essentials in which there is ar^reement, and sym-
pathetically iind energeticallv co-operate in the
establishment of this Empire. To-dav we see evi-

dences on evcrv hand of the desire of the churches,
and the men of the churches, to so co-operate.



In this address I will not attempt to deal with
the work before the Churches in Canada, but solely
with their share of the work in non-Christian lands.
What agencies are now employed in the work of

evangelizing non-Christian lands ? Are these agen-
cies successful? What resources of men and moncv
are at the command of the missionary organiza-
tions ? What additional resources of men^and money
are required to oyertake the whole work? What is

Canada's share in this great undertaking ? Let us
briefly consider these questions.

What Are the Agencies Now Employed?

The work carried on may be divided into five de-
partments: Educational, Literary, Medical, Philan-
thropic and Evangelistic. Permit me to say a few
words on each department.
The figures hereafter given arc lor the year iqoh

and are taken from that very informing book "The
Foreign Missionary," by the Rev. A. J. Brown,
D.D., of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, New York, which all interested in the real

work of P"oreigti Missions should read.

The Educational Work.

It is now being recognized by all missionarv or-

ganizations that jjerhaps the only way to linally

solve the missionary problem is to teach the chil-

dren. It is recognized that the non-Christian n.i-

tions will never be fully evangelized by foreign mis-
sionaries. We do not see matters just as they do.
The West cannot fully comprehend the East. We
cannot get into the same sympathetic touch with

b



the native as can one of his own race and language.
The work of the foreign missionaries must largely
be the planting of the gospel and the training up of

a force of native workers and evangelists ; it must
be the establishment of a native self-supporting,
self-propagating church. As Christianity has come
to us from the East, it may be that in time
from the East will come its truest interpretation,
both in thought and life.

Among all Protestant missionary societies, educa-
tional work is one of the most important depart-
ments. You will be interested in knowing the ex-
tent of this work, which covers the whole range
from the primary school to the university. There
are the ordinary primary day schools, where the
children receive training in elementary subjects, and
are brought under the influence of Christian teach-
ers and Christian truth ; then come the boarding
schools, where the more advanced pupils are taught
and are constantly under Christian influence and
surrounded by Christian environment. It is largely
in these schools the young men and women who are
hereafter to be the workers in the Christian church
are trained, and from these schools they pass into
the higher institutions of learning, where they are
qualified for their life work in the Christian church.
Large medical schools have also been established for
the training of native jihysicians. and in manv cases
technical and industrial schools, so that the natives
may be trained in all that is best and truest in our
Christian civilization. The older people are admit-
tedly hard to reach. It is diflicult for the mission-
ary even to enter many of the homes of the people
of the better class; but recognizing the excellence of
the training in Christian schools, manv of these



I

same people, even of the nobility, are prepared to

send their children to be educated at them. Many
cases are reported bv the different missionary or-

ganizations where children entering the schools have

afterwards been the means of leading their parents

to Christ and the Christian church. Let me give you

an interesting illustration of this, in Bangkok,

Siam, taken from "The Foreip-n Missionary": "A
nobleman, whom the missionarv had vainly tried to

lead to Christ, sent his only son to the Christian

Boys' High School. A year or two later, in an epi-

demic of cholera, the bov died. The missionary

gently told the stricken parents of the Good Shep-

herd, who sometimes took a lamb in his anus to

induce the sheep to follow him. Deeplv moved, the

father sketched an outline of the incident and bade

an artist paint it. He showed us the picture: a shep-

herd, with a face kindh- and sweet, carrying a lamb

in his bosom, while afar off, two sheep, which had

been walking awav, were turning with wistful eyes

to follow their loved one. 'Now,' said the noble-

man, 'I want to give 10,000 ticals to build a church

in recognition of God's dealings with nie through

my boy.'
"

This" is but one illustration of manv which rai rht

be given of the manner in which teachii^i.'; the child-

ren means reaching the parents as w^ll.

At the present time, there arL> no loss than 2^.010

mission schools carried on bv the various Protest-

ant missionarv organizations, and there are i,2S7.-

000 scholars being trained under Christian auspices

and in Christian truth in these schools. Let us stop

and consider what a tremendous power and influ-

ence these scholars will exert when the-- are scatter-

ed abroad as a leaveninrr influence throughout the

nations to which thev belong.
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The Literary Work.

We do not always recognize the significance or im-
portance of this branch of mission work. We do not
realize that in many cases, particularly of the non-
progressive races in the islands of the seas, it was
the missionary who first reduced the language to a

written language. It is the missionary who has
translated the Bible and made available to the peo-

ple of non-Christian lands some of the best litera-

ture of our Christian civilization. The literary work
carried on by the missionaries has been one of the

most potent causes of the advancement of these non-
Christian nations. There are i6o printing establish-

ments, the property of the difierent missionary or-

ganizations, in these non-Christian lands, and last

year no less than 4oo,ooo,()()o pages of Christian lit-

erature, including the Bible, were printed and dis-

tributed. Within a century over 200,000,000 copies

of the Bible have been printed in 360 difierent lan-

guages. As qualified writers have pointed out (and
I will not detain you to quote from them) nine-

tenths of the results we have to-day in the quicken-

ing intellectual life of these peoples in the East is

due to improved methods of education and the infu-

sion of Western learning through the faithful work
of Christian missionaries in translating and publish-

ing Christian literature.

The Medical Work.

I at one time thought medical missionaries were
an expensive luxury. It costs a large sum of money
to Imild a hospital, and I w^ondered why we should
go to this great expense to help the sick and infirm

in these foreign lands. Would it not be better to



spend the money in * lie less expensive work of evan-

gelism or in lookinc^ after our sick and inlirm at

home? I have found out my mistake. The feature of

the life work of our Saviour that drew to Him the

multitudes, and perhaps as fully as any other mani-
fested His divinity, was that He could not look up-

on sickness, sadness, or sorrow without compassion
and that wherever disease was He sought to help,

to heal and to save. Think of the miracles of our

Lord, how many were miracles of healing? And so

to-dav, if we would correctly interpret the spirit of

our Lord to these non-Christian peoples, we cannot

do so moTv trulv than in the spirit of service and
sacrifice, seeking to help those who need help so

nmch,—the sick, the suffering and the maimed. The
medical missions of the various missionary societies

are among the most efficient means of opening the

hearts and the homes of the people to the reception

of the truth and presenting to them what Christian-

ity really is. Our medical missions in their work of

love are needed to counteract the misrepresentations

of Christianity given by manv Americans and Eu-
ropeans who visit these foreign lands for the pur-

pose of commerce or pleasure, and who do not

manifest the spirit of Christ in their dealings with

these peoples.

At the present time there are 1,162 hospitals and
dispensaries carried on and maintained bv the mis-

sionarv societies of the world, and last year there

were about 2,347,000 patients treated in these hos-

pitals. Those who have studied the diseases of these

Eastern lands know how horrible and loathsome the

diseases are, how utterly incompetent are such na-

tive medical practitioners as they have, and how
crude, unscientific and bai'barous in leir treat-

10



ment. Dr. Brown tells oi a case in China where a
little child was br'^ ^ht into one o their medical
missions suffering grievously, and when they looked
at the child they found it covered with spots and
sores. They asked what was the cause and were
told that the sores were caused by the Chinese doc-
tor driving in a needle to drive out the evil spirit

that had caused the illness of the child. And so
thev fiiid all sorts of horrible methods of treatment
being resorted to, the people being possessed of the

idea that disease springs from some evil spirit. Our
churches are doing a most beneficent work in these

hospitals. At the Conference of Missionaries, repre-

senting all missionary societies carrying on work
in Chma, which met at Shanghai tiiis vear to cele-

brate the centenary of the founding of Foreign Mis-

sions in China, one of the most important resolu-

tions passpd was t'.iat the various missionary socie-

ties of the world should combine to establish a med-
ical training school and hosoital for the training ol

native Chinese doctors in the capital of every prov-

ince in the Kmpire, in order that there might bt

given to che Chinese people the benefit of our im-
proved scientific knowledge in medical treatment.

Philantrophic Work.

There are no less than 333 asylums in Eastern
lands for the care of the afflicted and ci?t>endent

classes, all founded and maintained by missionary
organizaiioi^s. In this unselfish service of caring for

those who can render no return we interpret to the

uinds of the non-Christiar peoples the true spirit of

the religion of Christ, as well as materially reduce

the sum of tb° world's .suffering and sorrow.

II



Evangelistic Work.

All these different methods of work above men-
tioned only lead up to and are the means to the one
great end, the revelation—the making known of
Christ to these non-Christian peoples—to enable
them to see Him as He is—to breathe in His spirit
and live His life. The evangelistic work must al-

ways retain the supreme place. At the present time
there are 1,103 organized Christian Churches and a
great many unorganized Churches in thes3 different
countries. Last year they had 1,843,000 communi-
cant members, with 4,359,000 adherents, 901,000 of
whom were enrolled as enquirers. You say, "Less
than 2,000,000 Protestant Christians in non-Chris-
tian lands, that is small for a century of work";
but when you think of the long weary years that
the early missionaries had to toil and teach before
the least impression was made upon the customs,
prejudices and practices of these Eastern people, and
how slow and plodding the early work had to be,

you realize the remarkable results which have fol-

lowed their labor. In more recent years we have
abundant cause to thank God for the wonderful
work that has been done along evangelistic lines.

Are these agencies successful? When we consider
the difficulties of the work abroad and the compara-
tive apathy of the church at home the results are
marvellous.
What resources of men and money are at the

command of the Mission Boards at the present time
for this work?
Exclusive of missionaries' wives, there are 1^.000

missionaries e vork, if vou add the wives of the
missionaries, le total number is a little over t8,-

000.

12
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The mon^/ at tne disposal of the various P^otes^.-

ant missionary organizations of the world for For-

eign Mission work is $22,460,000.

At a great congress of missionaries of the

various Protestant Churchej- in India, the

whole situation was canvassed, and this resolution

reached: It is not fair to ask us to undertake, and
we cannot hope to successfully undeitake the evan-

gelization of India unless we have at leas;, one for-

eign missionary for every 25,000 of the people, with

as many native workers as each missionarv can effi-

ciently supervise, and witn the plant necessary for

such a force to carry on the work; but if you will

give us one foreign missionary, with suitable native

assistants and the necessary plant for each 25,000 of

the population, we believe within this generation we
can make the gospel intellijr^ole to every native of

this Empire. Other missionaries in other countries

have reached practicallv the same conclusion. They
tell us that maintaining this fcrce of one mission-

ary and a suitable number of native assistants, with

sufficient plant for each 2f,ooo of the population,

will require at least $2,000 -r vear, and surely this

is not allowing a verv handsome salarv for the mis-

sionary or his assistants. It is the verv minimum
we can fairlv suggest for this work. On this basis

of one missionary for each 25,000 people, 13,000 mis-

sionaries would be approximately enoi^gh to reach

325,000,000 people, and there are t,ooo ooo,or»o to be

reached

.



The Work Still to be Done.

If the mission force now on the field can accom-
plish this result, which may be doubted, because of

the difficult conditions under which they work, there

still remain 675,000,000 children of our Heavenly
Father who will never have a chance to know they
have a Heavenl} Father or to hear a word about
the Saviour, unless the churches at home change
their whole attitude and recognize that this work
is "the supreme business of tht Church." We pos-
sess this priceless heritage—a knovv^ledge of the
truth as it is revealed in Christ. Ours is the privi-

lege and ours the responsibility of sending the truth
to them.

The Share of the Anglo-Saxon in this Work.

It is of interest to ascertain which of the Chris-

tian nations are the missionary nations. Out of the

522.460,000 contributed last vear the United States
and Canada contributed $9,459,000, and Great Brit-

ain contributed 59,361,000, almost the same amount.
Great Britain, the United States and Canada, o^

the Anglo-Saxon peoples of these three countries are

doing eightv-live per cent, of the total missionary
worC done by the Protestant Christians of the

world. 83,640.000 is the total amount given by all

other countries, and it is interesting to bear in mind
that in this S3, 640,000 is included the foreign mis-

.sionary contributions of our fellow-citizens of the

Empire in Australia and South Africa. The English-

speaking people do more than eighty-five per cent,

of all the Protestant missionarv work of the world.

The Anglo-Saxon race .should be a missionary race;

14



our civilization is the direct product of foreign mis-

sionarv ef!ort.

Then what proportion of the evangelization of the

whole world should be undertaken by the Anglo-

Saxon race? If eighty-five per cent, of the work now-

being done is performed by them, then we mav
fairlv assume, if the whole work is to be done,

eightv-five per cent, must be done by the Anglo-

Saxon peoples. If so, what is the fair share of the

United States and Canada? We together have twice

the population, and probablv more than twice the

wealth, of Great Britain, but they give to missions

as much as we. To put our share on the lowest

basis we inav fairlv sav that not less than fifty to

sixty per cent, of "the total work should be under-

taken by the United States and Canada, that is.

the evangelization of .soo.ooo.ooo to 600,000,000 peo-

ple.

Canada's Share in this ^rk-

Canac "s proportion of the population of the two

countries is nearly one-twelfth. We may therefore

sav that not less than one-twelfth of this work

should be undertaken bv the churches of Canada.

This would be ds.ooo.ooo to 50,000,000, but having

regard to conditions in Canada and our large Home
Mission problems, those who have studied the mat-

ter have suggested fortv millions as the share ot

the Canadian Churches." It certainly cannot be less.

The Methodist Church alreadv occupies territories

for which she considers herself responsible, with a

population of from 12.000,000 to 15,000,000. The

Presbvterian Church (Eastern and Western Sections

together) alreadv occupies territories with a larger

population, for which she considers herself respons-

es
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ible. 1 understand the Baptist Churches (Kast and

West) accept 6,000,000 people as their share. The
Church of England has not, so far as 1 am aware,

defined the extent of her missionary responsibility,

but we may rest assured that the Canadian sectio*

of that great historic Church will do her share, as

will also the Congregational and the smaller Chris-

tian bodies in Canada. Whether therefore we con-

sider the matter from the standpoint of our popu-

lation or of the p>opulation in the districts already

occupied by some of our Canadian Churches, Can-

ada's share of world responsibility cannot be less

than 40,000,000. Tliis is the very minimum we
siiould think of considering as our share.

To evangelize these 40,000,000 in this generation

will require, on the basis I have given, 1.600 mis

sionaries; S3, 200,000 per year.

Now, how far are the Canadian churches discharg-

ing this responsibility ? At the present time the

missionaries number about 300. The Presbyterian

Church has 92 male and female missionaries, the

Methodist Church qo, this number includes nineteen

who are going out this month; the Baptist Church

57, this includes 7 who are going out this au-

tumn; the Anglican Church 30 ; the Congrega-
tional Church 5, making a total of 274. The
Christian Workers, the China Inland Mission,

Christian Alliance an(' other Christian bodies

and organizations have sent out a number of

missionaries from Canada, and receive substantial

contributions from Canadians for support of the

work. From such information as I have been able

to obtain, I think there must be not less than 300

missionaries, male and female, in the Fcre'gn Field.

16



whom we iiiav fairly consider as representing the

Christian men and women of Canada in the work of

the world's evangelization. The missionaries' wives

also render great assistance in the work. Of these

there are 56 Presbvterian, 47 Methodist, 21 Baptist

13 Anglican and 2 Congregational, together with

the wives of the missionaries sent out by the other

organizations above referred to. The total contri-

butions of the Protestant Churches of Canada to

Foreign Missions, that is for work outside Canada,

are substantially less than $600,000. I have named

>6oo,ooo to allow a wide niargin for unreported con-

tributions, that is, contributions through agencies

outside of Canada. So far as I have been able to

get the returns dealing with the contributions

the amount is less than $500,000. But,

assuming S6oo,ooo to be correct, on the basis

ot one missionary to everv 2s.000 people, with a

supply of native workers, the amount we are now

ffiving in Canada would not be sufficient to evan-

gelize more than 7,500,000 of the 40,000,000.

There are at least 32,500,000

and the responsibility rests upon

adian churches to send them the gospel

not receive the knowledg-e of the truth

Canadian churches accept and discharge this respon-

sibilitv We require at least i.^^-^ more mission-

aries
" and $2,600,000 addition. cributions per

annum, or a total for Foreigt. -ssion work ol

$3,200,000 per annum. $1,300,000 per annum should

be sufficient to enable our churches to make ade-

quate provision for all forms of mission work a

Canada. An annual contribution therefore by our

churches of $4,500,000 should, on the estimates

given, be sufficient to meet our missionary respon-

.sibilitv both at home and abroad. We have about
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qoo,ooo com'nunicant members in our Protestant
Churches. An average contribution of lo cents per
week per member would supply the moneys required.
When we think of the general average of wealth

and income of the membership and adherents of the
Churches of Canada, is it much to ask that they
should give 54,500,000 per year for missions both at
home and abroad ? Surely we should have no real

difficulty in aising this amount if we are in earn-
eiit. One of the most conservative business men of

Toronto, a prominent member of the Board
of Trade, with whom 1 was talking a short time
ago, and who could not be considered a faddist or

a crank, said he and some friends had figured out
the amount the theatres of Toronto were probablv
taking in every year, and thev were satisfied it could
not be less than a million dollars. IMost of the peo-
ple of Toronto were startled when it was proposed
that all the churches of Toronto should increase
their missionary contributions from Si42,ooo to

$500,000 a vear. and yet if thev so increased, the
Christian people of Toronto would not be giving
for the world's salvation and for that of the incom-
ing multitudes to our own land more than one-half

of what the people of Toronto pav for this one form
of pleasure.

Do the Conditions in Non-Christian Lands

Require Immediate Action.

The world's thought to-dav is centred on China,
where more than one-fourth of the human race is

awakening from the sleep of ages. The spirit of un-
rest, of change, of reform is evcrvwhere manifest.
For centuries the pathway of promotion in all de-

partments of the public service has been through
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examinations in the Chinese Classics—the books of

Confucius. Bv imperial edict this whole system has

been changed, and henceforth these examinations
will be based upon the Western system of education.

Thi" change has been described bv those thoroughly
conversant with China o.s the greatest educational

revolution the world has tver seen. Public schools

to teach this Western learning are being established

by the CTOvernment in everv province. The estab-

lishment of girls' schools under the T)atronage of

the court, is not a less striking indicatior of the

changed attitude of the Chinese people, for I'ereto-

fore woman has been completclv ignored i' their

educational system. In tv.o of the chief provinces

of the Empire, containing a population o^ over 50,-

000,000, bv order of the Vic^rov the Bible is taught

in all public schools side bv side with the books ol

Confucius, taught not because of its religious truth,

but as being the book upon which our W estern civil-

ization is founded.

The newspaper, a few years ago regarded as an

evidence of the handiwork of the "foreign devil,"

is now evervwhere published and read. There are

10 dailv newspapers in Peking, one a woman's, pro-

bably the onlv woman's daily newspaper in the

world. Chinese students, who formerly thought all

knowledge worth acciuirinir could be gained from the

study of their own classics, are now flocking bv the

thousands to Tokio and in smaller numbers to the

imiversities of Europe and America to learn the se-

cret of Japan's marvellous success, and of the power
of the Western nations. Chinese students are not

Slow to learn. Their Grand Canal was the greatest

engineering feat of its age and thev rested on their

laurels. To-dav, swallowing their prejudices, they
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are building railways to open up their country, and

teaching their own civil engineers for this and other

engineering work. Thev are establishing agricul-

tural colleges to improve the cultivation of the soil.

This spirit of reform is touching the foundations of

government. A constitution and representative as-

sembly is promised, and already some mimicipal

councils are being established and the people train-

ed in the principles of self-eovemment. The social

status of the soldier has been raised, modem wea-

pons are being introduced and a standing army

trained in the science of modem warfare.

Under an Imperial Decree dated the 2oth of Sep-

tember, 1906, the great national vice, the opium

habit, is being outlawed, and the growth of the

poppy, and the use of opium will be completely abol-

ished in ten years so far as China can control the

situation. Another imperial decree has placed a ban

on foot-binding. In all Government offices Sunday

is a legal holiday. China is awaking. What will

China be when awake? We to-dav know the power

and influence of Japan in the world's civilization.

Multiply Japan by ten and we have some faint con-

ception of the power and influence which China may
possess in the days to come. "Confucianism repre-

sents the intelligence and morality of China, Tao-

ism, its superstitions, and Buddhism, its ritualism

and' idolatry, while yet it acknowledges no God."

Sir Robert Hart, that great English statesman

who has given his life service to China says: "China

is to-dav the reatest menace to the world's peace

unless she is Christianized." "How then shall they

call on Him in WTiom they have not believea? And

how shall thev believe in Him of Whom they have

not heard? And how shall thev hear without a
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preacher? And how sh.ill Ihcv preacli .xcepL Ihev he

sent?"

What is true ol China is Irur in a :ar;:e measure

of Japan, India. Corea and the IsK>s of the Sea.

Their almost countless millions wait lor liis law.

The P.Lcilic Ocean no lonjrcr sep.irales us fr-)iii Asia,

it n-iites us. The Divine Command, the constraininjr

love of Christ, th.- hi;:^hest patriotism .lad the un-

precedented crisis and op})ortunity all call, impera-

tively call, lo the adequate performance of our

work in the Ivast.

The Men for the Work.

Can we secure lln; men riceded l(.r this work? It

has been necessarv to supplement our home force by

recruits from CTreat l^ritain and Ireland. How can

we expect to meet the needs for V.oth home and for-

eij^n fields? I jjreallv fear there is not in the Chris-

tian homes of to-dav the noble ambition which

filled the atmosphere of the homes of our fathers-

th it the best bov of the fimilv should give himsrlf

to the Christian miuistrv. How many mothers orive

their sons to the I,or(l as Hannah jjave Saumcl? No
position so calls for the best brain and heart of the

vounp men of to-dav; no callinrr gives such oppor-

tunity for the fidlilment of the high resolves, the

noble' ambitions and heroic aspirations of vouth ;

no work is so Chrisllike. It should not be difficult

to secure everv vear suflicient candidates for the

ministrv; young men of consecration and capacity,

who would fullv qualifv themselves for this worthy
life-w^ork. "Prav vc therefore the Lord of the har-

vest that he will send forth laborers into his har-

vest."
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These are the high and compelling considerations

which induced our I^avmen's Mo\ement and our
Mission Boards to call the Christian men of Can-
ada to a great and worthy advance. Let us inform
ourselves on these missionary problems. Let us
study the religious and social conditions in non-
Christian lands as well as among the thousands of

immigrants flocking to our shores. The study is all

absorbing. Let us bring ourselves in sympathy with
the Divine thought and plan for their salvation by
prayer and study of God's word. Let us seek to

know the mind of "Him whose we are and whom
we serv^e.'" Let our gifts be commensurate with our
ability and with the world's need, and let us adopt
in all our churches an advanced and businesslike

policy as a means of helping our churches to ade-

quatelv discliarge their missionarv responsibilitv.

Personal Responsibility.

To-night let each ask himself this question. Am I

personallv doing all I can to extend Christ's King-
dom? If mv love for Him is measured by my
prayers and mv jrifts for the extension of His King-

dom, will He be able to say, "Well done, thou good
and faithful servant?" His command is "that ye

love one another as I have loved vou." . . . "Go ye

into all the world and preach the Gospel to every

creature." For love no service is too difficult, no
sacrifice too great. Does our service ever reach the

point of sacrifice? Are we ever able to enter into

the very spirit and thought of our Saviour or of

St. Paul when he said, "for I could wish that my-
self were accursed from Christ for my brethren."

It all comes to this, are we serious and in earn-

est? Do we really believe that Christ's command is
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binding on us as Christians? Do we really believe

the Christian Church exists in order that the know-
ledge of Christ may be spread throughout the
earth? Has not the great weakness of all our
churches—individuals as well as churches—been this,

we have been livinjr for ourselves. Our Christianitv
has been largely selfish Christianity. We have re-

joiced in the experience of religion and the peace and
happiness which fill the heart through trust in

Christ; but how have we utilized the spiritual power
that has come to us as we have been brought in

touch with the Divine? Has it been expended to en-

sure that every other man may be brought into a
similar relationship?

The other day I heard a prominent member of the
Anglican Church express this idea, which very much
impressed me. He said, the Church that lives for
itself, beautiful as may be the church edifice and
cultured as may be the people, is not a Christian
Church at all. It is pagan, because Christianitv is

unselfishness. Christ:s life was unselfishness. It is

impossible for a trulv Christian man to be material
and selfish; and until we as Christians break awav
from the material, selfish conception of life and be-
come unselfish and express our Christianity in ser-

vice, the Church will not come to her own in this
or any other land. \Vc sometimes think the relig-

ion of these peoples in far-ofi lands is good enough
for them. In China and India they have ancient
and, in manv respects, great and cultured civiliza-

tion, also in Japan. But if Paul had looked
o'. upon the world in that spirit he never could
l.ave gone to preach to the cultured Grecians or the
powerful, all-conquering Romans. The fact that
the.sr people belong to ancient civilization with a
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trreat hislorv back of tlu-ui is all the more reason

that there should l)e broutjht into their lives the

]H)Vver oi the ^-jospel to transform and ennoble them.

The appeal comes to our own Church and to all

the Churches, and to the men of the Churches to do

this great work. With all res])ect let me say it is

not the work of the children—mnxh as they can and

do help—it is not the work of the women, splendul

and self-sacrificing and impcjrtant as their ork is

—it is mens work. It is not onlv nation b iding.

it is empire building for our Lor<l and Saviour Jesus

Christ. It is a mightv problem, world-wide in its

.sweep, and calls for the highest displav of genuine

devotion and self-sacrifice bv the brainest and wis-

est men of the world. It is into this noblest of all

services and most wonderful of all works that we

as lavmen are called. I can think of no privilege,

for which, r-ght and morning, a man should with

more gratitude thank his Heavenlv Father, than

that it is given to him, in this our dav, to take

some small share, either in the work of determining

the ciMlization of our own Western Canada, or in

shaping the civilization of the Far East.

What investment can we make of our influence

and our substance that will give us so great satis-

faction when the dav's work is done as investing

them in the service of our Master for uie transfor-

mation and ennobling of the lives and characters of

multitudes of men?

Will Canada evangelize her share of the world? I

believe the Christian men of Canada will answer

promptly and unanimously, Canada can and will.



r

A


