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e To an Address of the Legislative Assembly to His Excellency, the Governor General, praying , {;ﬁ
‘His Excellency to cause the proper Officer to lay before the House, copy of the Statistical . .
Report of the Superintendent of Education for the year 1843, L . f*%
By Command, - - ., . #
oo « . 5 D. DALY, ‘ : Ry
) L Lo Secretary. N
Secrerary’s OFFIcE, - ‘ . o
80th January, 1846. . - \( S
! Y * . é‘; \éz
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(COPY’) ' . ° 4 Il::.f(s‘%
STATISTICAL REPORT on ELEMENTARY EDUCATION, showing the number of . ‘ o
. L . . . i . ‘ ! . ! :) '(‘J‘d
Schools in operation in Canade East, which have a claim to the Government Allocalion for i
¢ 1843, which Report and the following Table are theresult of two Tables presented to His ‘ A
) . EX0ELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, by the Superintendent, on the 20th April and the - \«jh{
A "« 5th July, 1844. * ) ’ . , %wx
l v . ) , . ] SR “1.-{8
- e
Mav 1T PLEAsE  Your ExcrLLENcy, ! o b
' " \ : ‘ ~ ,‘,’:};"'3,‘%:‘
. An Act passed by the Provincial Parliament, (18th September, 1841,) for the establish- P i
. ment and maintenance of Elementary Schools in the Province of Canada, provides a sum of Ll
: £50,000 Sijrency, to be divided, in the first place, betwéen'the two sections of the Province, . *L«“:j
Canada East and Canada West; and secondly, to be/distributed, annually amongst.the Muni- I
cipal Districts in each section, in proportion to the ‘number of children over five and under SRS
~ sixteen years of age, that shall appear, by the cens‘fus then last taken of the Province, to be s
resident within each District, respectively. * L Y
Nl ’ The same School Act further provides that the Coungil of each Municipal District shall . 1}537,
o ' bea Board of Education, the duties of which, as such, shallbe to divide the several Parishes ] VSR
o and Townships, within their Municipal District, into “School Districts, and to furnish to the ‘ 1;:35
Y K Supermtgndent of: Education, a report of such divisnon,‘aﬁ/likewise an Annual Report of the : Y «gf ;
v Schools in operation ; also, to apportion and. distribute to each of the Municipal Districts its ;e
St share of the School Fund in proportion to the number of children residing therein as aforesaid ; Al
[ - ‘and to cause to be assesseq on the inhabitants of each School District, sums of money suffi- o o
o . - cient to equal their respective share of the School Grant. I ‘3
o The s\at’ne Act further provides for the election of School Commissioners in every Parish o
RS . and Township, to take the charge and direction of the school established in cach of them, and ke
e placed under their control, according to the sume Act, and whose principal duties are to exam- ’ BRI
oL e and appgint the school teachers ; to prescribe to them the boo{gs’to ¢ used, and the regu- S &)
Fi. \ . lations to be followed in their schools; to visit the said schools several times during the peried N s
; ’ ol jnstruction, and to make a faithful report of the whole, once a year, to the Wardens of the AP
Municipal Diswricts. o . \ - a | il
.. By the same Act, it is further, provided, that to entitle any échool to the advaiitages of the
Governmerit allocation, the following conditions must have been complied with, viz: ;o
B Ve e P T ' roTT ’ 4 0 f N ! ‘\\ v 1 ' .

LIt The schobl shall have been placed urider the control of. School Commissioners. - ~ . ,

" 2nd. The school shall have been open nine months during the year, and shall have been |

aily attended by, at least fifteen children. 8 S / 5 :

», 3rd. The Reports required shall have been regularly made to this Office. | ' ,

“4th, A Qu'fn of’mo’xiey‘e‘c'lual to the amount of the Government allocation to each District B\b\iﬁﬁh";’ ’ dol .
o

' 14

respectively, shall have beén paid by the inhabitants towards the support of the Elementary 1o Simin Y
- Schodls. placed under the control of the School Commissioners. ... o g rus & 1" Untveesi
' However, by the sixth clause of the Act, it is provided that, good and sufficient reasons "\ ', . NMFE. ’
‘Being produced, the Superintendent of Education, in'the exercise of his discretionary power, = -2"" J
_ may, in certain cases, release the School Districts from the necessity of compliance with' the** - SRR
above conditions. R . T . ; Ao
~ Thé Municipal Cauncils, it isto be regretted, have not generally co-operated, in the lower v
section of the Province, towards the establishment and maintenance of Common Schoolsin .
their Districts, and the schools haye not all been kept for the period of nine months in the
K ’ \ ’ | ' ' '7 - Lot ‘ y . ‘ ! ! ' ' 1 ‘;‘J:\’ (DL“”I
L ' ‘_,_ , - t L‘ ¢ ( ,1;“
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year ; and, although Your Excellency was apprized of the case mentioned in my Report on the

same subject for 1842, still, having in the meantime, drawn your favourable consideration to sev-

eral principal facts which were of a nature to prové in & satisfactory mannber, that the inhabit-

ants have accepted the Common School Act passed in 1841, until new Legislative Provisions

are made for the object of education, Your Excellency was pleased to approve of my Report-
in Council, and to grant the allocations claimed in behalf of the schools mentioned therein.

Your Excellency will be pleased to observe that the Common School Act having in contem-
plation, as it appears by the 6th clause quoted above, the possibility of a- want of observance
of certain forms and requirements, on the part of the local administrators of the said Act, these
forms and requirements are not all rendered indispensable. Irideed, the actual operation of the
. Common Schools in a useful manner, the sums of money necessary for thelil%i,upport being levied

upon the inhabitants by voluntary contributions, and the forwarding of -th€'Reports thereof to
the Education Office, appcar to be the main objects of the law, and T ain happy to be able to
state, for the information of your Excellency, that these, the principal requirements of the law,
have been complied with by the inhabitants-generally, for 1843. T :

“The allocations which weére granted last yéar, in behalf of the ‘sclxoo]§ of ~‘18'42, -have coﬁ- ’

tributed to give a great impulse to the measures which were already in progress for the promo-
tion of education In this section of the Province.” The schools which were- then in existence
are now conducted upon an improved plan; School Commissioners: are elected every where,
better teachers are procured, more strict regulations ave observed ; many new schools have been
-established: in localities wherein there were none before; greater sacrifices are making, and
the schools are generally operating in a more methodical and useful manner, equally for the
better advantage of the children of every origin and creed. ’

In the above statement, I allude principally to the exertions which are making in 1844 for
the establishment and maintenance of good schools throughout this section of the Province ;
but, as to the progress of education in 1843, especially since tlie grant of the government allo-
cation, I cannot prove it in a more satisfactory manser than by comparing the total number of

the schools which had a claim to the School Grant for 1842, with that contained in the following

' table: . . . : , :

In 1843, the total number of the sdid schools is,. . . . . .. 1208
In 1842, the total number was, including thirty schools, to which the allocation .

was distributed from the, £500 granted by a responsible warrant,. ©~ . .77 . 66l

Augmentationin 1843, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 637
 8till, the schools are as yet far from being generally what they should be, and what they

no doubt would be, with the daily helps of alaw better adapted to our wants in that respect,

and my humble opinion is, that nothing short of the Legislative measures which. were lately
introduced in the Provincial Parliament will prove efficacious. to our proceedings, with a view
of procuring to our youth the benefit of a practical education. =~

Owing to the want of a proper organization well' known to all.parties'concerned in the
Depdrtment of Public Instruction, the School Returnsfor 1843 were again generally very imper-
‘fect, and some of them were sent in very late. ‘ e :

The incompleteness ofthe School Return, for 1843, and-the neglect or the impossibility of
'sending them to this Office in proper time, have been the cause of a great additional labour and
delay in the completion of the present Report. An extensive correspondence hasbeen actively

“carried on during more than three months on the subject of. education, merely to obtain the
proper information with regard to the schools of 1843. - : - ) :

The preceding mode of action, to' which recourse was had for both 'the years 1842 and -

1843, with a view of obtaining satisfactory information to lay before the Government, occasions
likewise a great additional expense of postage, which could be avoided, if a_properlaw were
placed in the hands of every person interested in its operation and effect.” But, if a finalgood
result can beé’attaiied as a compensation in this Office, for additional labour and expense, there
cap certainly be none for the anxiety deeply felt everywhere, especially in remote localities,
with regard to obtaining the allocation, and for the great comparative loss sustained by the poor

~

“teachers, for want of receiving, in due time, their small share of the public fuhq;
In miaking the foregoing observations, my object is threefold, viz.:— =

~ 3 . .

1st. To expose the great harm done to the: inhabitants of this' important ﬁ&iibn.?obfwt'l;é_,f“

Province; by the state of uncertainty, delay and anxiety existing with regard to the means of

proeuring education for their children, from the want of a proper law ‘sufficiently distributed . -

among them. . . -

4
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2nd." To show how desirable it is to prompt the adoption of Legislative measures of a

Act. : .
. 3rd. Toinduce your Excellency to be pleased to order the issue of money in behalf of the
schools included in the following Table, which has been made up, nearly after the same prin-

ciples and limitations which your, Excellency was pleased to approve of in Council, as they
were established in my Report of the Schools for 1842. ,

__ Anexactconformity to the requirements ofthe Common School Act,passed in 1841,has been -

-considered next to impossible on the part of the inhabitants of this section of theProvince for

1842, for want.of the co-operation of the Municipal Councils;still, desirous to give encourage-

mient to the friends of education, your Excellency was pleased to grant a pecuniary aid to those
who, listening to the advice of this Office, had. confidence in the liberality of the Government,
and in the usefulness of their own endeavours to promote its cause with success. :

—. The Provincial Parliament has sanctioned all the proceedings relative to the Schools of 1842, .

by an Act passed in its last Session to that effect, and the same” Act authorizes the same mode

of action with regard to the Schools of 1843; indeed, placed in the same circumstances, and
' labouring under the same difficulties, the friends of education are in the same embarrassment,

and therefore need the same indulgence and aid in behalf their Schools for 1843, which they
did in favour of their Schools for the previous year. But in 1843, they have done much more
to comply with the requircments of the Common School Law, passed in 1841, according to
its true intents and purposes. ‘They much more deserve, therefore, the Government allocation,

. which I humbly claim in bebalf of the Schools m¢ntioned in the following table, and I hope
. your Excellency will bepleased to grant it readily,..

* The whole is, however, humbly submitted.

) ~ (Signed,) C o "
! ' . J.B.MEILLEUR. N

nature to remedy the evil, by at least removing the ‘cause; that is, the deficiency of the School .
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Which have-a claim to the Government Allocation, accordnw to the Populatxon, and "to the degree of conformlt) of
, -the Inhabntants of each locality to the requuemeuts of the COMMON ScHooL Acr.
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