*

\ . .
The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of §he images in the reproduction, or which may"
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
‘checked below. .

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
| Le titre de couverture manque

,

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

*

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’autres documents 7

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
-along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have

) been omitted from filming/

il se peut que certaines pages blanches a]outees
lors d’une restauration apparatssent dans le texte, ’
mals lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont
pas ete filmées.

«
5

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

I

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire Qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue -
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image

~ reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
~ dans la méthode normale de filmage sont mduques
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/

Pages de couleur . W

2

\/ Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

N

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured. stained or foxed/

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/

Pages détachées

Showthrough/

Transparence

Quality of print varies/

Qualité inégale de I'impressioﬁ

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index({es)/ .

Comprend un (des) index -

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page. of issue/

Page de titre‘de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/

2X

Générique (ﬁenodlques) de la lwralson

26X

12X 16X

20X

32x

24X

28x




. .
‘ /
) \
a
.
i
) .
-
-
N -
‘ ~ :
i o i 2
. - “ ’ . s
R, ‘
R . " — N
< N ‘ - ,'
, R -, . N
- Py
- A '
» A » ) l
. .
L C

o7




ROSE'S NATIONAL BIOGRAPHICAL SERIES. I .

A CYCLOPAEDIA
CANADIAN BIOGRAPHY:

CHIEFLY MEN OF THE TIME.

e

A COLLECTION OF PERSONS DISTINGUISHED IN PROFESSIONAL AND
-, POLITICAL LIFE; LEADERS IN THE COMMERCE AND INDUSTEY
.. OF CANADA; AND SUCCESSFUL PIONEERS. -

-o’"Mf‘n . ; ) ‘\:v.

-
o

EDITED BY

GEO. MACLEAN ROSE.

:
w
3
,n
<

. Toronto:
ROSE PUBLISHING COMPANY.
1886.




Entered according to act of the Parliament of
Canada, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and eighty-six, by HUNTER,
Rose & Co., in the office of the Minister
of Agriculture. .

" PRINTED AND BOUND BY
HUNTER, ROSE & CoO.,
TORONTC.




PREFACE.

——te———
2

It has been too long the custonr to regard as proper subjects for biogra-

phical literature only persons who have figured in politieal life. In preparing

the present work, any man or woman who has, in any conspicuous way,

contributed to the moral, intellectual, industrial or political growth of the

country, has been deemed a suitable person for these pageé. To the heroism

and uncomplaining industry of the men who hewed out homes in the wilder-

- ness, and little by little overcame the obstacles of nature, are we indebted

now for our thriving cities, and for our wide stretches of cultivated lands ;

and to omit a record of their labors, and select only for permanent -record, g

the deeds of those who came upon the scenes when the rugged work was
done, would be singularly unjust. We have Had, a.ﬁd still have ambngst us,
men of great genius in exigineeﬁngékill, and in mechanical contﬁvance; and
it was fitting that a brief record of their lives, and What‘tbéy a,ccomplished
for the community, should be handed down in the hxstory of our common
country. The same may be said of men prominent in every branch of com-
merce, of our noﬁa.ble divines, our eminent judges, our great lawyers, our
_ talented medlca,l men, and those who have contnbuted to the educational

growth of the country. These it was considered were worthy -of place side

by side with the men who chose political careers, and have won more or Tess

distinction therein. There is to be sa.ld in Justlﬁcatlon of all these records,
tha.t'even the history of the man in an obscure village is a portion of the
history of the country, and the aggregate record of « Representative Cana-
dians” may be regarded in a young country like Canada, as a full historical
account, in every sense, for the period covered by the biographical matter in
thé’;»folume. Men are for ever drifting down the slow stream, and most of
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PREFACE.

their deeds, like themselves, pass into oblivion ; it is well while the oppor-
tunity is at hand to save as much of the record as possible for posterity.
The labour, the time, and the pains spent in securing data for the sketches
herein contained have been greater than would be believed ; and the more so
since aceuracy of statement of fact, and the chronological order of incidents, |

have been so ngxdly aimed at. Dates and facts have all been verified

either by reference to the best published a,uthontles, or to the persons

themselves, For the most part, the call for the cooperation of the public in
furnishing data for the records has been cordially responded to. As for the .
literary pértion of the work, no pains have been spared to make that equal
t the other features. To make the volume complete in the historically .

“representative ” sense, memoirs of the most illustrious of the dead of this

country will be found in its pages. The enterprise has been tedious,
la.bonous and expensive ; but if it will supply a record that the country
should not let die ; if it preserve the names of worthy men and women
whose deeds deserve to bé remembered, it surely will have well repaid the
time, the anxiety, and the pains that have been expended upon it. A work
of this kind could not be else than tedious; and, therefore, since its com-

mencement, several changes have taken place: some of the. persons in its ‘
pages have died ; others have passed from one office to another, and dropped
from public places but with these latter exceptions and seme other minor

ones each memoir, it i is believed, will be found to be an accurate record up to

\

the present date!

GEO. MACLEAN ROSE.

ToroxTo, February, 1886.
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A OYOLOPADIA

OF

CANADIAN BIOGRAPHY.

Moodie, Mirs, Susanna, was thesixth
daughter of the late Thomas Strickland,
of Reydon Hall, Suffolk, England, and was
born on the 6th of December, 1803. This
Strickland family was certainly one of the
most remarkable known in England, since
the famous ‘“Nest of Nightingales,” five
out of the six daughters having made them-
selves more or less celebrated in the realm
of letters. At the age of thirteen, Mrs. Su-
sanna Moodie lost her father, at whose hands
she had received her education. Mr. Strick-
land was a man' of considerable wealth,
highly cultured, and much devoted to litera-
tare, so he spent much of his means upon
his library, and instilled into his family the
same love for belles letires that he felt him-
solf. Many have regretted that the excel-
lent man did_not live to see the fruition of
his care. Susinna, it is said, began to write
when in her sixteenth year, her early pro-
lductions being poems, and tales for children.
n 1829-30, she put out a volume entitled,
b Enthusiasm, and other Poems.” In the
hame year, during a visit to London, she
imet Lieuténant J. W. Dunbar Moodie, Esq.,
fourth son of the late James. Moodie, of
Melsetter, Orkney [slands, to whom she was
fmarried on the 4th of April, 1831. Lien-
®enant Moodie belonged to the 2lst Fusi-
ers, and was then on half pay. They left
[England in the .following year for Canada,
pettling at Cobourg for a few months, thence
proceeding -to the Township of Hamilton,
pight miles from Cobourg, where they took
p farm. Here they remained a year, after
which they permitted themselves, unwisely,
o be pursuaded to settle in the backwoods,
fen miles north of Peterborough. - This
egion was then a perfect wilderness. There
was no church, no school, no refined so-
Bricty, and very little cleared land near
bwhere they took up their abode. Here,
btruggling with all the privatz;ons belong-

b

ing to life in the woods, they lived for
eight years, in the meantime spending all
their available money in the purchase of
wild lands, and in the operation of the farm,
an eccupation for which the family, gentle
bred, and unaccustomed, and unsuited to
labour, were singularly unfit. When, in
1837, the rebellion broke out, Mr. Moodie,
who, from his birth and military training,
was a devoted loyalist, hastened away to
Toronto, leaving his wife and four little
children, the eldest being only in her fifth
year, behind him in the bush. The summer
following, he remained absent, and much
of the crops were lost, because there was °
no help to harvest it. All this Mrs. Moodie
vividly and feelingly describes in her de-
lightful book, ‘*Roughing it in the Bush.”
This was the first ambitious literary effort
of Mrs. Moodie, and it attracted wide at-
tention. The style was simple, limpid and
picturesque : it was full of movement, and
contained pen portraits which were true to
the life of the hardships of the family’s
wilderness life ; of the character of the
neighbours with whom she was thrown in
contact, and of her alternating hopes and -
disappointments. - When the book came out
the Canadians who were pictured in it were
terribly wroth, and probably it was the sex
of the author that saved her from maltreat-
ment. But she never once exceeded the
bounds of truth in her delineations, and in-
variably pictured the good traits as well as
the bad ones, of the ordinary Canadian back-
woods family. The book was brought out in
England in 1850, but the greatest portion of -
its contents had already been published in
the Literary Garland, Montreal. Encouraged
by the success of this book, Mrs. Moodie
afterwards brought out in quick succession,
through her London publishers, the-Messrs.
Bentley, ¢‘Life in the Clearings,” “ Flora
Lindsay,” * Mark Hurdleston,” ¢‘ The World
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Before Them,” * Matrimnonial Speculation,”
and other works of a more or less fictitious
character. It may be said here that after
eight - years of travail in the woods, Mrs.
Moodie received the glad tidings that her
husband had been appointed Sheriff of the
County of Hastings. In a late edition of
¢ Roughing it in the Bush,” brought out by
Messrs. Hunter, Rose & Co., Publishers,
Toronto, Mrs. Moodie writes a preface re-
counting the social, industrial, educational
and moral progress of Canada, since the
time of her landing. After Mr. Moodie’s
death at Belleville, in 1869, Mrs. Moodie
made her home in Toronto with her younger
son, Mr. R. B. Moodie ; but on his removal
to a new residence out of town, Mrs. Moo-
die remained with her daughter, Mrs. J. J.
Vickers, and passed peacefully away on the
_afternoon of April 8th, 1885, surrounded
by her children and. grandchildren. Her
aged sister, Mrs. Traill, was beside her at
the last. Mrs. Moodie's often expressed
wish to be laid beside her beloved husband
at Belleville, where the happiest part of her
years were spent, was carried out,and her
remains were followed to their last resting-
place, close to the beautiful Bay of Quinté,
by a large number of dear friends. Mrs.
Moodie lived to see Upper Canada develop
from a rough wilderness into the proudest
Province in British' North America, and
. her sons and grandsons making their way
successfully in various parts of the Domi-
nion. The youngest of Mrs. Moodie’s
descendants are some great grandchildren,
all of whom, strange to say, are residing
in the great Canadian North-West, which
during the best part of her life-time was a
terra mncognita. '

Baldwin, Hon. Robert, C.B. This
distinguished, sincere and able advocate of
liberal and responsible government in Can-
ada, was born in the city of Toromto in
1804. He was the son of the Honourable
William Warren Baldwin, of Summer Hill,
" mear Corregoline, in the County of Cork,
Ireland. Arriving in Canada, the family,
like most immigrants of the time, had to
settle themselves in the wilderness; and
the Baldwins took up a homestead in the
" township of Clarke, on Lake Ontario. Soon
growing tired of the disadvantages of back-
woods life, W. W. Baldwin removed to To-
ronto, then known as York, and made his
residence at Spadina. Mr. Baldwin was a
medical man by profession, having taken
his degree of M.D. at Edinburgh; but not
having a taste for that calling, after re-
moving to York, he betook himself to the
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law. He represented Norfolk in the Par-
liament of Upper Canada, and about six
months before his death, which occurred on
the 8th of January, 1844, he was called to
the Legislative Council. Robert, the sub-
ject of this sketch, entered the practice of.
law in 1825, in the well known firm of Bald-
win & Son, continuing this calling through
his political career till 1848, when he re-
tired. He made his entry into public life by
being elected as the Liberal candidate for
the Upper Canada Assembly in 1829, in op-
position-to Mr. Small, the henchman of the
Family Compact. The whole influence of
the placemen was used against Mr. Bald-
win, and William Lyon Mackenzie,” who,
with all his rashness and roughness, was
right at heart, wrote : ¢ Qur earnest wish
is that the electivn of Mr. Baldwin may
prove to the world that the Capital of Upper
Canada has burst her fetters and followed
the praiseworthy example of her sister city,
Quebec.” Imitating the liberal traditions of
his worthy father, Robert Baldwin found
himself in uncompromising opposition to the
Sir John Colborne administration ; but his
resistance was always offered with dignity,
firmness, and proper restraint. Indeed had
zealous Reformers like Lyon Mackenzie
adopted the calmer and more convincing.
methods of Mr. Baldwin, muskets, -pitch-
forks, and such like expedients, would not
have been necessary weapons in the battle
for responsible government. The opposi-
tion with which Mr. Baldwin allied himself
had an existence as early as 1820, .and
was a formidable body ; but it had the
misfortune of gathering unto itself a num-
ber of honest but over-zealous partizans.
It is not fair to lose sight of the fact,
no matter how odious to us may seem
the dominancy of the Family Compact,
that the hostility toward the Tory party
at that time did not consist altogether
of hatred towards political oppression, but
in some measure in the natural antagonism
of the lower class of the people to those
of the higher social scale. Of the twelve §
years from 1824 to 1836, the Compact Gov- |
ernment was in a minority for eight years
in the Legislative Assembly ; and bills
passed by the ‘Assembly were persistently
rejected by the Legislative Council. Here |
indeed was a field for a patriot, and Mr.
Baldwin did not, neglect the opportunity.
His voice was constantly raised with dig-
nified firmness in advocy of making the
Executive responsible to the House of As-
sembly. In 1836, he visited England to
endeavour to impress upon Lord Glenelg the
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necessity of applying the English principle
of responsibility to the Executive. Glenelg,
of course, did not permit Mr. Baldwin to be
admitted to his' presence, he being a Colon-
ist, and not a Crown tool ; but he allowed
him to address him in writing. Mr. Baldwin's
claim for Executive responsibility, his ‘‘ one
idea,” as the Tories jeeringly called it, found
a powerful advocate in Lord Durham ; and
it may be said that the publication of the
Earl’s report was the doom-sound of the
oligarchical system. Yet responsibility did
not come for many a weary year after this.
Lord Metcalf, after the resignation of the
Baldwin-Lafontaine Cabinet in November,
was nine months without a Ministry. He
“had declared that he would only consult his
‘advisers on ‘¢ adequate occasions,” Mr.
Baldwin was first sworn in an Executive
Councillor, on. Feb. 18th, 1836 ; and in 1840
he became Solicitor-General in Mr. Draper’s
i Cabinet. In 1842, he became Premier
and Attorney-General for Upper Canada,
in the Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration,
and this position he maintained till his
rupture with Metcalfe the following year.
He resumed office again in 1848, the date
of the virtual downfall of the Tory fabric.
In 1851, he quitted ministerial life for ever.

His death took place at his residence, Spa- .

dina, near Toronto, on the 9th of Decem-
ber, 1858. Mr. Baldwin married a sister of
the Hon. Robert Sullivan, who bore him
several children. Robert Baldwin was a
moderate Reformer, capable of progress to
a cortain limit, but incapable of it beyond
that point. The vital principle of govern-
ment, however, that of giving the governing
power into the hands of a miajority of the
people, he devoted his life to advocate, and
this, in the eyes of history, makes amends
for his attitude towards the question of the
Clergy Reserves. He was not a fluent
| speaker, but he was a convincing one, and
although he never flattered, and had not the
gift of geniality and bonhomie, all who knew
him in private life or politically were one in
regarding him as a sincere patriot, and a
worthy high-minded man. :
Biake, The Hon, Edward, Q.C.,
eldest son of William Hume Blake, was born
at Bear Creek, now known respectively as
Cairngorm, Katesville and Mount Hope, in
the County of Middlesex, Upper Canada, on
the 13th of October, 1833. He was christened
Dowinick Edward, after his paternal grand-
" father, but the first part of the name was
never practically adopted. When Edward
was only a few months old, Lis father, tired
of the privations and hardships incident to
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a life in the backwoods, removed to Toronto, .
which was thereafter to be the dwelling-
place of the gifted and high-minded Liberal
statesman. When a’ very young lad, Ed-
ward Blake is said to have given evidence
of the great mental powers that he was af-
terwards to bricg to the service of his
country. He was a rapid and omnivorous
-reader, and is said to have had unusual ca-
Pacity for assimilation, and also an excel-
ent memory. The family lived at Wood-
lawn, a tasteful and comfortable residence
on Yo Street, and there Edward Blake
received his early education. He was
instructed by a private tutor ; and this was
supplemented by the supervision of his
classical studies by his excellent father. On
Sunday evenings it was the wont of William
Hume Blake to cause his sons to read aloud ~
to him fram the Scriptures and the sacred
poets ; and in this way Edward, at an early
-age, acquired the clearness and accuracy in
delivery which are so prominent now in his
public speaking. Mr. Courtenay was Ed-
ward’s first tutor, and this instructor was
succeeded by Mesars. Wedd & Brown, who
afterwards became teachers in Upper Canada
College. The latter institution he entered .
in his eleventh year, and at this time it is
said he had read and digested a number of

. books. Among his classmates he did not

stand: conspicuously superior, but his men-
tal parts were solid, and of that olass which
watchful masters say will endure. To get
his leason was a slight effort ; so extraor-.
dinary was his memory that he could an-
nounce early in the evening that his tasks -
were completed, and he was prepared to
read aloud. After some time, as the busi-
ness of Edward’s father increased; the.
family moved into. the city, taking up their
abode in the house .on the south of Wel-
lington and Bay Sfrgets, and on the site
occupied now by Messrs. Wyld, Brock &
Co. When Edward was in his fourteenth
year, he accompanied his father to the
mother country, after which they visited
Paris.  After his return Master Blake again
applied himself diligently to his studies,
and was a successful competitor for the
Governor-General’s prize, for which he was
complimented by Lord Elgin. He subse-
quently entered the Toronto University and
duly graduated. His inclination being for
the legal profession, he was articled to-
Mr. Alexander Macdonuell ; was admitted
s an Attorney in Trinity Term, 1856,
and the following Michaelmas Term was
called to the bar. He-carried on business
for some time alone, and then entered into
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partnership with Mr. Stephen Maule Jarvis,
the firm being known as that of “‘ Jarvis &
.~Blake.” This partnership was subsequently
dissolved, when a new firm was established
comprising Edward and his brother Samuel
Hume Blake. Thereafter the name of the
firm many times changed. In 1858, he mar-
ried Miss Margaret Cronyn, of London, a
daughter of the late Right Reverend Ben-
jamin Cronyn, Bishop of Huron. An unac-
countable lack of self-confidence led him,

even when his talent had made him conspi-’

cuous, to often distrust himself, and it is
said that during the early years of his prac-
tice he did not hold his own briefs. After a
severe struggle with himself, and hard study,

he outgrew this fault, and became in time.

one of the most able lawyers at the bar. Es-
pecially was he expert in cross-examination.
Ever since 1867, the Reform party, which
had been in a state of disorganization, and
comparative lassitude, recognised what a
gain it would be to add a man of Edward
Blake’s great ability and high character to its
- ranks. Somany overtures were made to him,
and, after much earnest solicitation, he
reluctantly consented to theirrequest. Mr.
Edward Blake was elected to the House of
Commons for West Durham, the same con-

stituency which he represents at this day ; |

and the electors of South Bruce chose
him for the local legislature, dual represen-
tation being then permitted. In December,
1869, he became leader of:.the Provincial
Opposition, succeeding Mr. Archibald Mec-
Kellar. He retained the leadership of the
" Opposition for eighteen months. In the
. Ontario elections of 1871, John Sandfield
Macdonald’s Coalition Government lost
many of its supporters. On the assembling
of the Legislatare Mr. Mackenzie moved a
a direct want of confidence in the Ministry,
and Mr. Blake supported the motion in a
magnificent speech. The Ministry was over-
thrown, and Mr. Blake called on to form a
governmeut, a task which he accepted much
against his inclination. He took the office
of President of the Council without a salary.
Shortly after the prorogation of Parliament,
the condition of his health made it neces-
_sary for him to go to Europe. In the au-
tumn he resigned the leadership to take
his seat in the House of Commons, dual
representation having been abolished. He
very readily made his great abilities felt in
" the latter.body ; and lis speech in reply to
Sir John Macdonald on the occasion of the
Pacific Scandal was the most powerful utter-
ance that had ever been heard in that House.
On the downfall of Sir John Macdonald’s.
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administration Mr. Blake entered Mr. Mac-
kenzie’s Cabinet without portfolio, but re- .
signed on the following February, in conse-
quence of ill-health. In 1875, he accepted
office again as Minister of Justice, hishealth
being improved by a visit to England. In
June, 1877, he resigned the ministership
of Justice and became President of the
Council. Shortly after the downfall of. the
administration he was chosen leader of the
Opposition in place of Mr. Mackenzie. Mr.
Blake has been instrumental in the creation .
of several valuable acts of legislation. He
advocates some change in our relations with
the mother country ; and, as far as can be
ascertained, the change he proposes is the
adoption of something in the nature of a
federation of the empire. He advocates
the reconstruction of the Senate in such a
manner as to bring it more in harmony
with popular institutions, and has made -
a speech powerful in argument and irresis-
tible in logic, showing that Canada should

‘have the right to make her own Commer-

cial treaties. Mr. Blake’s public character
is above reproach, and his entire career has
been an honour to Canadian politics. He
has sickened of the ways of party, and is
often pained at being held responsible for
the utterances of irresponsible followers.
He has frequently contemplated resigning
the leadership of the Liberal party, declar-
ing that expediency, not conviction, is some-
times hardly less the rule among his sup-
porters than among their opponents. He
is charged with /being repellent in manner,
but the truth seems to be that he is above
flattery and the arts and tricks by which
men of less honour and principle would
maintain an ascendancy over their fol-
lowers. Mr. Blake sometimes propounds
schemes that are impracticable ; he is fre-
quently timid when the time arrives for
decision and courage, yet for all this he is
in all the higher qualities, the ablest, but
not the most succcessful statesman in Can- 3
ada. In this age when our people are party "3
blind, and to a large extent demoralized
by the corruption of politicians, a high-
minded and honourable man like Edward
Blake, is sure not to get the recognition
that he deserves. But the force of his
example, and the wisdom of his precepts |
cannot fail to leave their impression on our -
young generation, and eventually to bear
their fruit. It may not be out of place to
add that he was defeated in South Bruce -
in 1878, but was the following yearelected ]
by acclamation for Durham, his present
constituency.
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Dymond, Alfred Hutchinson, was
born at Croydon, County of Surrey, Eng-
land, August 21, 1827. He was educated
at the Public School of the Society of
Friends at that place, of which . institution
his father, Mr. Henry Dymond, was for
some time the Superintendent. He was
engaged in early life in mercantile pursuits,
put devoted himself chiefly, from the time
of attaining manhood till thirty years of age,
toadvocating the abolition of capital punish-
ment, lecturing in behalf of that movement
in all parts of England, and exerting himaelf
frequently with success in behalf of persons
ander sentence of death, where the justice
of the conviction was open to doubt, or
where ameliorating circumstances appeared
to justify clemency. Many of his experi-
ences while so engaged were related in a
book published by him in 1865, entitled,
The Law on its-Trial, not a few of the inci-
dents recorded being of thrilling interest.
He was also the author of numerous pam-

hlets and brochures on the same question,
and all of these productions showed careful
research, and fresh vigorous thought. In
1857 he received an appointment on the staff
of the Morning Star newspaper, then recently
established in London as the representative
of advanced Liberal principles, and of which
Mr. Cobden, Mr. Bright, and other Liberal
political leaders, were active promoters. He
became ultimately general manager of the
Star, and continued to hold that position un-
til its amalgamation, in 1869, with the T.on-
don Daily News. During his connection with
the Star, he had fur his colleagues or asso-

iates, among others, Justin McCarthy, now

1.P. for Longford, the well-known histo-

ian and novelist ; Sir John Gorrie, now
Chief Justice of the Leeward Islands; Ed-
ward Russell, Editor of the Liverpool Daily
{Post ; Charles A. Cooper, Editor of the
kEdinburgh Scotsman, the late Dr. Faucher,
L fterwards a prominent member of the Ger-
man parliament ; Frederick W. Chesson, so:
often heard of as the Secretary of the Abo-
rigines’ Protection Society ; William Black,

he novelist; and Archibald Forbes, the fa-
bmous War Correspondent. The two laat-

amed gentlcmen received their first com-
missions on the London press from Mr.
Dymond’s hands. In October, 1869, he re-
moved with his family to Toronto, and
hoined the staff of the Toronto Globe. During

he nine years of his connection with that
paper he wrote & large portion of its politi-

al leading articles. .Shortly after settl-

ng in Toronto he commenced to take an
petive part in political affairs, particularly
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during the Ontario elections of 1871, and
the Dominion' elections of 1872. At the
general election of January, 1874, follow- .
ing on the downfall of the Macdonald Go-
ternment, after the Pacific Scandal disclo-
sures, Mr. Dymond was elected after a con-
test, by a majority of 328, for the North
Riding of the County of York, his opponent
being Mr. Wm. Thorne, the Warden of the
County. He represented North York during
the succeeding five sessions, giving a warm
support to the. Hon. Alexander Mackenzie's
administration, and taking a very active
part both in debates and the work of com-
mittees. At the general election in Septem-
ber, 1878, he was again, on the unanimous
invitation of the Liberal party in the Rid-
ing, a candidate for North York, but under
the adverse influences of the so-called Na-
tional Policy reaction, was defeated by a
majority of ten votes. He took a very
active part in connection with the local elec-
tions of 1879, in editing the literature of
the campaign, and addressing public meet-
ings. He acted on several occasions as a
commissioner in municipal investigations,
under appointments from the Provincial
Government. In 1880, he was appointed the
executive officer and a member of the Onta-
rio Agricultural Commission, the results of
which appeared during the session of 1881,
in the shape of five bulky volumes, including
the Report and its Appendices, the compila-
tion of the Report,and arrangement and revi-
sion of the whole mass of evidence being ac-
complished by Mr. Dymond in less than three
months. 1n April, 1881, he was appointed
by the Ontario Government, Principal of the
Institution for the Education of the Blind
at Brantford, which position he still holds.
While in England Mr. Dymond was identi-
fied with efforts for parliamentary reform,
the extension of the suffrage, and the repeal
of all impediments to free and cheap litera-
turk. He was also a most enthusiastic sup-
porter of the Northern cause during the
American- Civil War. While a member of
the Canadian Parliament, he carried through
a bill to enable persons charged with com-
mon assault to give evidence in their own
behalf, the first 