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PREFACE.

02
HE principal aim of the Author has been to produce a
| History of Prince Edward Island, waich might claim

&b some degree of merit as to conciseness, accuracy, and

impartiality, from the period it became a British possession
until its recent union with the other confederated provinces
of British North America. With the view to secure these
ends, it was necessary that not only all available hooks
and pamphlets relating to the island should be attentively
perused, and the correctness of their statements tested ; but
that a vast mass of original papers, hitherto unpublished,
should be carefully examined. Application having been
made to His Excellency Lord Dufferin, through Sir Robert
Hodgson, the Lieutenant-governor of the island, permission
was granted to examine all the numerical despatches. This
task imposed an amount of labor which had not been
anticipated, and which seemed incompatible with the pro-
duction of so small a volume. The Author is aware that
there lies in the French archives at Paris a large deposit
of interesting matter bearing on the history of the Maritime
Provinces, and it is to be hoped that it will soon be rendered
accessible to the English reader.

It was necessary that a considerable portion of the work
should dea! with the Land Question. To its consideration
the Author came in comparative ignorance of the entire
subject, and therefore unprejudiced by ideas and associations
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of which it might be impossible for a native of the island
entirely to divest himself. The soundness of the conclusions

arrived at may be questioned; but it can be truly said that

they have 10t been reached without deliberate consideration,

and an anxious desire to arrive at the truth.

The Author desires to express his special obligations for
valuable matter to Ilis Honor Sir Robert Hodgson, the
Honorable Judge Pope, Professor Caven, Mr. Henry Law-
son, the Honorable Judge Hensley, the Honorable Mr.
Haviland, Mr. John Ings, llon. Francis Longworth, Mr. J.
B. Cooper, Mr. Arthur DeW. Iaszard, Mr. Donald Currie,
the Reverend Mr. McNeill, Mr. T. B. Aitkins, of Halifax,
Mr. John Ball, Mr. F. W. Hughes, the Reverend Dr.
Jenkins, Mr. Charles DesBrisay, Mr. J. W. Morrison, and
others teo numerous to mention.

The IHonorable Judge Pope possesses rare and most
important documents couneeted with the island, without
which it would have been impossible to produce a satis-
factory narrative, and which he at once courteously placed
at the temporary disposal of the Author, rendering further
service by the remarkable extent and accuracy of his in-
formation.

The Author has also to thank the People of Prince
Edward Island, especially, for the confidence reposed in
him, as proved by the fact of his having received, in the
course of a few weeks, orders for his then unpublished work
to the number of more than two thousand seven hundred
copies,—confidence which he hopes an unprejudiced peru-
sal of the book may, to some extent, justify.

CHARLOTTETOWN, October, 1875.
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HISTORY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

CHAPTER 1.

Geographical position of the Island—Early possession—Population in 1758
—Cession by Treaty of Fontainebleau—Survey of Captain Holland—
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The Earl of Egmont’s scheme of settlement—Proposed division of the
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respecting Egmont’s Scheme.

CE}

SN

a}bRINCE EDWARD ISLAND is situated in the Gulf of
I g 5 o o
: 9 Saint Lawrence. It lies between 46° and 47° 7' north

. latitude, and 62° and 64° 27’ longitude west, from

Greenwich. As viewed from the north-east, it presents the

form of a crescent. Its length, in a course through the

centre of the Island, is about one hundred and forty miles,
and its breadth, i the widest part, which is from Beacon

Point to East Point, towards its eastern extremity, thirty-

four miles. It is separated from Nova Scotia by the Strait

of Northumberland, which is ouly nine miles broad between

Cape Traverse and Cape Tormentine. From the Island of

Cape Breton it is distant twenty-seven miles, and from the

nearest point of Newfoundland one hundred and twenty-

tive miles.

The Island was amongst the first discoveries of the cele-
brated navigator, Cabot, who named it Saint John, as in-
dicative of the day of its discovery. Britain failing to lay

B




2 HISTORY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

claim to it, the French afterwards assumed it as part of the
discoveries made by Verazani in 1523. In 1663 it was
granted, with other Islands, by the Company of New France,
to the Sieur Doublet, a captain in the French navy, with

whom were associated two adventurers who established a
few fishing stations, but who did not reside permanently on
the island.

In the year 1713 Anne, the Queen of Great Britain, and
Louis XIV, the King of France, concluded the celebrated
treaty of Utrecht, by which Acadia and Newfoundland were
ceded to Great Britain. The fourteenth article of that
treaty provided that the French inhabitants of the ceded
territory should be at liberty to remove within a year to any
other place. Many of the Acadians, availing themselves of
this liberty, removed to the Island of Saint John, which was
then under French rule. Subsequently a French officer,
who received his instructions from the Governor of Cape
Breton, resided with a gerrison of sixty men at Port la Joie
(Charlottetown).

A Frenchman who had visited the island in 1752 pub-
lished an account of it shortly afterwards. His report as
to the fertility of the soil, the quantity of game, and the
productiveness of the fishery was extremely favorable, and
he expressed astonishment that with these advantages the
island should not have been more densely populated—its
inhabitants numbering only 1354.

The great fortress of Louisburg fell in 1745, but was
restored to the French in 1748. War was again declared
by Britain against France in 1756, and in 1758 Louisburg
again fell under the leadership of the gallant Wolfe. After
the reduction of the fortress several war ships were detached
to seize on the Island of Saint John; an object which was
effected without difficulty. Mr. McGregor, in his account

- -
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THE FALL OF LOUISBURG AND QUEBEC. 3

of the island, says that the population was stated to be at
this time ten thousand, but an old Acadian living when he
wrote informed him that it could not have exceeded six
thousand. A little over four thousand seems to have been
the number of inhabitants at this period.* The expulsion
of the Acadian: from Nova Scotia took place in 1755, and
many of them hav.ug escaped to the island in that year, its
population must have been nearly doubled by the influx
of fugitives.

The fall of Quebec followed that of Louisburg, and Ly
the treaty of Fontainebleau, in 1763, Cape Breton, the Island
of Saint John, and Canada were formally ceded to Great
Britain, Cape Breton and the Island of Saint John being
placed under the Government of Nova Scotia.

In the year 1764 the British Government resolved to have
a survey of North America executed, and with that view
the continent was divided into two districts,—a northern
and southern,—and a Surveyor General appointed for each,
to act under instructions from the Lords’ Commissioners for
Trade and Plantations. Captain Samuel Holland was ap-
pointed to superintend the survey of the northern district,
which comprehended all the territory in North America
¢lying to the north of the Potowmack River, and of a line
drawn due west from the head of the main branch of that
river as far as His Majesty’s dominions extend.” Captain
Holland received his commission in March, and was in-
struc*zd to proceed immediately to Quebec, in order to make
arraugements for the survey. He was instructed to begin
with the Island of Saint John. The government vessel in
which Captain Holland had left sighted the Island of Cape

* The Rev. Mr. Sutherland, in his Geography, estimates the population at
about four thousand, which corresponds with the estimate of the writer,
See History of Nova Scotia, page 143.




4 HISTORY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

Breton on the eleventh of July, 1764. A thick fog having
come on, the vessel had approached too near to the land,
when the crew heard a musket shot, and the alarming cry
of breakers ahead, which had proceeded from a fishing boat.
The ship barely escaped the rocks. Contrary winds were
subsequently encountered, and Captain Holland resolved to
proceed in a rowing boat to Quebec. He accordingly left
the ship on the nineteenth of July, and arrived in Quebec on
the second of August. In Quebec Captain Holland met
Captain Dean, of the Mermaid, who had visited the Island
of Saint John during the summer, and who advised him to
take ¢ all sorts of material and provisions with him, as there
was nothing left on the island but a detachment posted at
Fort Ambherst, who were indifferently provided, and could
not furnish himself and his staff with lodgings.” Captain
Holland arrived on the island in October, 1764. He de-
scribes Fort Amherst ‘“as a poor stockaded redoubt, with
barracks scarcely sufficient to lodge the garrison,—the
houses near it having been pulled down to supply material
to build it.” ¢“I am obliged,” he adds, *“to build winter
quarters for myself. I have chosen a spot in the woods, near
the sea shore, properly situated for making astronomical
observations, where I have put up an old frame of a barn,
which I have covered with what material I brought with
me, and some boards that we collected from the ruins of
some old houses. I fear that it will not be too comfortable.”
The vessel in which Captain Holland was conveyed to North
America was called the Canceaux, and had been fitted out
by the government with the view of aiding him in his pro-
fessional operations ; but on applying to Lieutenant Mowatt,
her commander, for boats and men, he was coolly told that
such aid could not—according to instructions—be granted.
Having complained to Lord Colville, then in command of
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CAPTAIN HOLLAND’S CORRESPONDENCE., 5

the naval force in North America, instructions were at once
issued to Lieutenant Mowatt to give the required assistance ;
and Governor Wilmot instructed Captain Hill, the command-
ing officer on the island, to render all the assistance in his
power in forwarding the important service in which
Captain Holland was engaged.

In a letter addressed to the Earl of Hillsborough, Captain
Holland reports most favourably respecting the capabilities
of the island. He adds, ¢ There are about thirty Acadian
families on the island, who are regarded as prisoners, and
kept on the same footing as those at Halifax. They are
extremely poor, and maintain themselves by their industry
in gardening, fishing, fowling, &c. The few remaining
houses in the different parts of the island are very bad, and
the quantity of cattle is but very inconsiderable.” At Saint
Peter’s, Captain Holland met an old acquaintance, Lieutenant
Burns, of the 45th Regiment, who had removed with his
family to the island, and had built a house and barn, and of
whom he writes to the Board of Trade very favorably.

The energy with which Captain Holland prosecuted the
survey is sufficiently proved by the fact that in October,
1765, he sent home by Mr. Robinson, one of his deputies,
plans of the island, as well as of the Magdalen Islands;
also, a description of the Island, from which we shall quote
copiously as conveying the impressions of an acute and
reliable observer.

¢ The soil,” says Captain Holland, ¢ on the south side of
the island is a reddish clay, though in many places it is
sandy, particularly on the north coast. From the East
Point to Saint Peter’s it is a greyish sand. The woods upon
this coast, from the East Poirt as far southward as Hills-
borough River, and to Bedford Bay on the west, were
entirely destroyed by fire about twenty-six years ago. It
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was so extremely violent that all the fishing vessels at Saint
Peter’s and Morell River, in Saint Peter’s Bay, were
burned. In many parts round the island is a rough, steep
coast, from forty to fifty feet high, in some places a hundred,
composed of strata of soft red stone, which, when exposed
to the air for some time, becomes harder, and is not unfit for
building. Wherever this sort of coast is, it diminishes con-
siderably every year upon the breaking up of the frost,
which moulders away a great part of it. It may probably
be owing to this cause that the sea betwixt the island and
the Continent is frequently of a red hue, and for that reason
by many people called the red sea. The rivers are properly
sea creeks, the tide flowing up to the heads, where, gen-
erally, streams of fresh water empty themselves. In most
parts of the island the Sarsaparilla Root is in great abund-
ance, and very good. The Mountain Shrub and Maiden
Hair are also pretty common, of whose leaves and berries
the Acadian settlers frequently make a kind of tea. The
ground is in general covered with strawberries and cran-
berries, in their different seasons, which are very good. In
those places which have been settled, and are still tolerably
cleared, is very good grass, but a great part of the land
formerly cleared is so much overgrown with brush and
small wood that it would be extremely difficult to make it
fit for the plough. It may be proper to observe that very
few houses mentioned in the explanation of the Townships
are good for anything, and by no means tenantable, except
one or two at Saint Peter’s, kept in repair by the officers,
and one kept by myself at Observation Cove.”

After describing the kinds of Timber to be found on the
island, Captain Holland proceeds to say: *Port la Joie
(Charlottetown), Cardigan and Richmond Bays are without
dispute the only places where ships of burthen can safely

00 bd =+



HOLLAND ON CITY SITES. 7

enter, aud consequently most proper to crect the principal
towns and sett!lements upon. In point of fishing, Richmond
Bay has much the advantage of situation, the fish being in
great plenty most part of the year, and close to the harbour.

“The capital, to be called Charlottetown, is proposed to be
built on a point of the harbour of Port la Joie, betwixt York
and Hillsborough Rivers, as being one of the best and
central parts of the island, and having the advantage of an
immediate and easy communication with the interior parts
by means of the three fine rivers of Hillsborough, York,
and Elliot. The ground designed for the town and fortifica-
tions is well situated upon a regular ascent from the water-
side. A fine rivulet will run through the town. A battery
or two some distance advanced will entirely command the
harbour, so that an enemy attempting to attack the town
cannot do so without great difficulty. Having passed the
battery at the entrance to the harbour, he must attempt a
passage up Hillsborough and York Rivers, the channels of
both which are intricate ; and the entrance of the respective
channels will be so near the town that a passage must be
attended with the greatest hazard. Should an enemy land
troops on either side the bay of Hillsborough, they must
still have the river of the same name on the east, or Elliot
or York rivers on the west to pass before they can effect
anything of consequence.

‘¢ As this side of the Island cannot have a fishery, it may
probably be thought expedient to indulge it with some par-
ticular privileges; and as all the judicial and civil, as well
as a good part of the commercial business will be transacted
here, it will make it at least equally flourishing with the
other county towns.

¢ Geeorgetown is recommended to be built on the point of
land called Cardigan Point, there being a good harbour for
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ships of any burthen on each side of Cardigan river on the
north, or on Montague river on the south side; but the
latter—though a much narrower channel in coming in—is
preferable, as the bay for anchoring will be close hy the
town immediately on entering the river, and going round
the Goose Neck—a long point of dry sand running half
over the river and forming one side of Albion Bay—the
place of anchorage. On the Goose Neck may be a pier,
where goods may be shipped with great facility and con-
venience. The place proposed is so situated as to be easily
made secure, as well as the entrance into the two respective
harbours. There i3 a communication inland by means of
Cardigan, Brudenell, and Montague rivers, from the top of
which last to the source of Orwell river, is not quite ten
miles ; and Orwell river, emptying itself into the great bay
of Hillsborough, makes a safe and short communication,
both in winter and summer, betwixt two of the county
towns.

¢ Princetown is proposed to be built on a most convenient
spot of ground as well for fishery as fortification. The site
is on a peninsula, having Darnley Basin on the north-
east, which is a convenient harbour for small vessels, and
where they may lie all winter. The town will have con-
venicot ground for drying fish, and ships of burthen can
anchor near it in the bay. It can be fortified at little
expense ; some batteries and small works erected along the
shore would entirely secure it.”

It is interesting to note what Captain Holland, writing
upwards of a century ago, says respecting the climate:—
¢ The time of the setting in of the frost in winter, and its
breaking up in the spring, is very uncertain. In general it
is observed that about October there usually begins to be
frost morning and evening, which gradually increases in
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severity till about the middle of December, when it becomes
extremely sharp. At this time north-west wind, with small
sleet, seldom fails. In a little time the rivers on the island
are frozen up, and even the sea some distance from land.
The ice soon becomes safe to travel on, as it is at least
twenty-two to thirty inches thick. The snow upon the
ground, and in the woods, is often a surprising depth,
and it is impossible to travel except on snow-shoes. The
Acadians now have recourse to little cabins or huts in the
woods, where they are screened from the violence of the
weather, and at the same time have the convenience of wood
for fuel. Here they live on the fish they have cured in the
summer, and game which they {requently kill, as hares and
partridges, lynxes or wild cats, otters, martins, or musk
rats,—none of which they refuse to eat, as necessity presses
them. In the spring the rivers seldom break up till April,
and the snow is not entirely off the ground until the middle
of May. It ought to be observed that as Saint John is
fortunately not troubled with fogs, as are the neighboring
Islands of Cape Breton and Newfoundland, neither has it so
settled and constant a climate as Canada. Here are frequent
changes of weather, as rain, snow, hail, and hard frost.”
On the completion of the survey of the Island of Saint
John, Captain Holland proceeded to prosecute that of Cape
Breton. Here he had the misfortune to lose his most
efficient deputy, Lieutenant Haldiman, who was drowned, by
falling through the ice on the 16th of December, 1765.
He was a Lieutenant, on half pay, when Captain Holland
engaged him, having served since the age of fifteen in
America. He was an excellent mathematician, and quite
an adept in making accurate astronomical observations.
This excellent young man perished in the twenty-fourth year
of hisage. Whilst Captain Holland was busy on the Island of
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Saint John, Haldiman was detached to superintend the survey The
of the Magdalen Islands. In the report sent by Holland to the
the Board of Trade, frem which we have given extracts, to t
was embodied Haldiman’s account of the Magdalen Islands, indi
which is extremely interesting. We regret our space will the
not permit its insertion. in
In December, 1763, the Earl of Egmont, then first Lord tabl
of the Admiralty, presented an elaborate memorial to the mai
King, praying for a grant of the whole Island of Saint obvi
John, to hold the same in fee of the Crown forever, accord- into
ing to a tenure described in the said memorial. On the fore,
supposition that the island contained two millions of acres,— rive
for it had mnot then been surveyed,—he proposed that the inns
whole should be divided into fifty parts of equal extent, to snov
be designated Hundreds, as in England, or Baronies, as in stray
Ireland ; forty of these to be granted to as many men who time
should be styled Lords of Hundreds, and each of whom and
should pay to the Earl, as Lord Paramount, twenty pounds ' T
sterling yearly. On the property of the Earl—to whom, mou
with his family of nine children, ten hundreds were to be Hun
allotted—a strong castle was to be erected, mounted with ten Free
pieces of cannon, each carrying a ball of four pounds, with hung
a circuit round the castle of three miles every way. The men{
forty Hundreds or Baronies were to be divided into twenty the i
manors of two thousand acres each, which manors were to and
be entitled to a Court Baron, according to the Common Law cons
of England. The Lord of each Hundred was to set apart Lord
five hundred acres for the site of a township, which town- castl
ship was to be divided into one hundred lots, of five acres as a
each, and the happy proprietors of five acres were each to thus,
pay a yearly free-farm rent of four shillings sterling to the migh
Lord of the Hundred. Each Hundred was to have a fair tatio
four times a year, and a market twice in every week. at th
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There were also to be Courts Leet and Courts Baron, under
the direction of the Lord Paramount. A foot-note referring
to these Courts, attached by the framers of the memorial,
indicates the ideas which were entertained at this time in
the old country respecting protection to life and property
in the North American Colonies. ¢ These courts—es-
tablished by Alfred and others of our Saxon Princes, to
maintain order, and bring justice to every man’s door—are
obviously essential for a small people, forming or formed
into a small society in the vast, impervious, and dangerous
forests of America, intersected with seas, bays, lakes,
rivers, marshes, and mountains; without roads, without
inus or accommodations, locked up for half the year by
snow and intense frost, and where the settler can scarce
straggle from his habitation five hundred yards, even in
times of peace, without risk of being intercepted, scalped,
and murdered.”

To epitomise the proposal: there was to be a Lord Para-
mount of the whole island, forty Capital Lords of forty
Hundreds, four hundred Lords of Manors, and eight hundred
Freeholders. For assurance of the said tenures, eight
hundred thousand acres were to be set apart for establish-
ments for trade and commerce in the most suitable parts of
the island, including one county town, forty market towns,
and four hundred villages ; each Hundred or Barony was to
consist of somewhat less than eight square miles, and the
Lord of each was bound to erect and maintain forever a
castle or blockhouse as the capital seat of his property, and
as a place of retreat and rendezvous for the settlers; and
thus, on any alarm of sudden danger, every inhabitant
might have a place of security within four miles of his habi-
tation. A cannon fired at one of the castles would be heard
at the next, and thus the firing would proceed in regular
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order from castle to castle, and be the means, adds the noble
memorialist, * of putting every inhabitant of the whole
island under arms and in motion in the space of one quarter
of an hour.”

As we have already stated, Lord Egmont’s memorial was
presented in December, 1763, and in January, 1764, it was
backed by three different communications, addressed to the
Lords of Trade and Plantations, and signed by thirty influen-
tial gentlemen, who were supposed—on account of military
or other services—to have claims on the government.

On the 13th February, 1764, a report was made on the
memorial by the Board of Trade, to which it had been re-
ferred by the King. The Board reported that the scheme was
calculated to answer the purposes of defence and military
discipline rather than to encourage those of commerce and
agriculture, and seemed totally and fundamentally adverse
in its principles to that system of settlement and tenure of
property which had of late years been adopted in the
colonies, with so much advantage to the interests of the
kingdom ; and they therefore could not see sufficient reason
to justify them in advising His Majesty to comply with Lord
Egmont’s proposal.

In forming plans for the settlement of the American
Colonies, the object the Commissioners had principally in
view was to advance and extend the commerce and naviga-
tion of the kingdom, to preserve a due dependence in the
colonies on the mother country, and to secure to them the
full enjoyment of every civil and religious right, so that the
colonists might have just reason to value themselves on
being British subjects. In order to attain these objects, the
Board had recommended such a mode of granting lands as
might encourage industry, which is the life and spirit of
commerce ; and in the form of government, they recom-
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mended a constitution for the colonies as nearly similar to
that of Britain as the nature of the case would permit. In
adopting this policy they had followed what appcared to have
been almost the invariable practice of Government ever since
the surrender and revocation of those charters which were
formerly granted for the settlement of America; and the
effects could be best judged of by the present flourishing
state of the colonies, and the progress they had made in
cultivation and commerce, compared with their condition
under those charters, which, though granted to persons of
rank and consequence, and accoiupanied by plans of govern-
ment,—the result of the study and reading of wise and
learned men, —yet, being founded in specuiation more than in
experience did, in the event, not only disappoint the san-
guine expectations of the proprietors, but check and obstruct
the settlement of the country.

The report pointed to the grant made to the Lords Pro-
prietors of Carolina, as a striking example of the inexpe-
diency of such a plan of settlement, little progress having
been made in the execution of it till the property, being re-
invested in the crown, a new foundation was laid, which
resulted in prosperity and advancement. The report, of
which we have attempted to give a sketch, ended with the
following words :—* We have not thought proper to take
the opinion of Your Majesty’s servants in the law upon the
question whether Your Majesty can legally make the grant
desired by the Earl of Egmont, because we cannot think it
expedient, either in a political or commercial light, for Your
Majesty to comply with his Lordship’s proposals; and as
Your Majesty has been pleased to annex the Island of Saint
John to your Province of Nova Scotia, we humbly recom-
mend the settling it upon the plan and under the regulations
approved of by Your Majesty for the settlement of that

2 : ”
province in general.
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On receiving this reply to his memorial, the Earl addressed
a second one to the King, substantially the same as the
former, to which no reply seems to have been made. Ie
accordingly had a third one drawn out and presented, attach-
ing the names of his co-adventurers, who had agreed to
assist his Lordship in the settlement of the island. The list
included four admirals, a large number of officers, and eight
members of parliament. This memorial, like the first, was
referred to the Board of Trade, who prepared a lengthened
report in answer to it. 'The opening passage was of such a
nature as to make the memorialists imagine that all
desired was to be granted. ‘“We are of opinion,” said the
Board, ‘it may be highly conducive to the speedy cultivation
of your Majesty’s American Dominions that the nobility
and other persons of rank and distinction in this country
should take the lead, and show the example in the under-
taking and carrying into execution the settlement thereof,
and that all due encouragement should be given to officers
of Your Majesty’s fleet and army, to whose distinguished
bravery and conduct this kingdom is so much indebted for
the acquisitions made in the last war.” But this soothing
paragraph was followed by others which blusted the hopes
of the ardent adventurers, by insisting on the distribution of
land on the island being made in conformity to those principles
of settlement, cultivation, and government which had been
previously adopted, and were founded on experience.

The King referred this report, and all the other papers, to
a committee of council, to whom Lcrd Egmont sent obser-
vations on the report, drawn up with grcat ability, in which
his former arguments were repeated, and others adduced to
strengthen them. These observations are pervaded by a
bitterness of expression which, in the circumstances, is
pardonable. The committee of council coincided in the
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views of the Board of Trade, and on the 9th of May, 1764,
came the climax to Lord Egmout’s proposal, in the form of
a minute of council, embodying a report adverse to the pro-
position of the Earl, and ordering that no grants be made of

red to land in the Island of Saint John upon any other principles
e list than those comprised in the reports of the Lords Com-
eight missioners of trade and plantations.

t, was
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About the time of the arrival in London of Captain
Holland’s plans of the island, the friends of Lord Egmont
again mustered in great strength, including officers of high
rank in the naval and military service, bankers, and mer-

id the chants, and drew up a final memorial in behalf of his Lord-
vation ship’s scheme, which closed with these words :—* That if
»bility

at the end of ten years any ill consequence should be found
untry to have arisen therefrom, upon an address to the two houses

inder- of parliament, His Majesty in council might change the
ereof, Jjurisdiction in such manner as experience of the use or abuse
flicers 3 might then dictate or demand.” That Lord Egmont was
aished sanguine as to the success of this last appeal in his behalf,
ed for appears evident from a manuscript letter now before us,
othing addressed by him on the 8th October, 1765, to Captain
hopes Holland, in which he says:—¢1I think it proper to let you
ion of know that a petition will be again presented to His Majesty
iciples in a few days for a grant of the Island of Saint John, upon
| been

the very same plan as that proposed before, which [ have
now reason to expect will meet with better success than the
ers, to former. The same persons very nearly will be concerned,
obser- those only excluded who were drawn away by proposals and
which grants elsewhere by the Board of Trade, in order if possible
ced to to defeat my scheme. For yourself, you may be assured of
by a your Hundred, as formerly intended, if I have anything to
res, 18 do in the direction of the affair,—which probably I shall
in the have in the same mode and manner. Whether the grant
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may be made before the arrival of the survey or not I can-
not certainly say, but we wait patiently for it, and hope
it will be done accurately as to Hundreds, Manors, Free-
hold Villages, Towns, and Capitals, that a moment’s time
may not be lost afterwards in proceeding to draw the lots,
and then in proceeding to erect the Blockhouses of the
Hundreds on a determined spot, which is the very first
work to be put in execution, and agreed to be completed by
all the chief adventurers within one twelvemonth after the
grant shall be obtained.” This communication leads to the
conviction, that if the island had been then granted no time
would have been lost in erecting the strongholds referred to.
It is evident that the erections were intended to consist
mainly of wood. The adventurers were, for the most part,
wealthy and influential, and under their auspices thousands
would have emigrated to the island. It were vain to specu-
late as to the effect which would be produced if Egmont’s
scheme had been put in ex _cution. In looking over the list
of those to whom Hundreds were to be allotted, we find that
of the forty persons specified, thirty-two were military or
naval officers,—men whose profession did not, as a rule, fit
them for the direction of the settlement of a new colony.
It is probable, however, that the expense to whici., at the
outset, the forty Lords of Hundreds were to be put would
prompt them to take a more lively interest in their property
than was exhibited by the subsequent grantees. It is, how-
ever, possible that not a few of the proposed lords intended
to dispose of their property to the highest bidder soon after
the lots were drawn, and thus to avoid the expense of
the blockhouse erections, such a transference of interest
being allowable under the proposed original grant. That

Egmont intended to carry out his scheme in its integrity,
there is no room to doubt. He must have employed the
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OFFER TO EGMONT. 17

highest legal ability to frame his memorials, which are dis-
tinguished by a mastery of the ancient feudal tenures of the
kingdom, which elicited expressions of admiration from the
government. The pertinacity with which he urged his
scheme showed that he was not a man easily diverted from
any settled purpose, and few governments could have resist-
ed the powerful influence he brought to bear for the attain-
ment of his object. There can be little doubt that whatever
might be the consequences of possession to the Lord Para-
mount himself and his family of nine children, the destiny
of the island would have heen far better in his keeping than
in that of the men to whom it was afterwards unfortunately
committed. In order to conciliate Lord Egmont, and make
reparation to him for the trouble and expense to which he
had been put in urging his scheme, the Board of Trade, by a
minute dated the 5th of June, 1767, offered him any entire
parish,—comprehending about one hundred thousand acres,—
which he might select, but his lordship addressed a letter

to the Board on the eleventh of the same month declining
to take the grant.*

* The writer has obtained his information from manuscript copies of the
original minutes of the Commissioners of Trade and Plantations.




CHAPTER II.

Determination of the Home Government to dispose of the whole Island—
The manner in which it was effected—Conditions on which grants were
made—Appointment of Walter Patterson as Governor—Novel duties
imposed on him—Callbeck made prisoner by Americans—Arrival of
Hessian Troops—Sale of Land in 1781—Agitation in consequence—Com-
plaints against the Governor, and his tactics in defence—Governor super-
ceded, and Colonel Fanning appointed—Disputes between then'—Charges
of immorality against Patterson—His departure from the Island.

{3
b, LTHOUGH the government had resolutely opposed
{, the scheme of settlement proposed by Lord Egmont,
%ﬂg yet it was disposed to divide the island among persons
who had claims on the ground of military or other public
"services ; and it was accordingly determined, in order to
prevent disputes, to make the various allotments by ballot.*
The Board of Trade and Plantations accordingly prepared
certain conditions, under which the various grants were to be
made. On twenty-six specified lots or townships a quitrent
of six shillings on every hundred acres was reserved, on
twenty-nine lots four shillings, and on eleven lots two
shillings, payable annually on one half of the grant at the
expiration of five years, and on the whole at the expiration

* The method of granting the lots was the following :—The Board of Trade
ordered all petitioners for grants to appear before them personally or by
deputy on the 17th and 24th June, and 1st July, 1767, in support of their
respective claims. During these days, after hearing parties, they selected
those whose claims seemed preferable, and on the 8th of July the list was
completed, and finally adopted. The balloting took place on the 23rd of
July, 1767, in presence of the Board. The name of each applicant was
written on a slip of paper or ticket, and put in the balloting box,—the lots
being granted in running numbers as they were drawn.
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CONDITIONS OF SETITLEMENT. 19

of ten years after the date of the grants. A reservation
of such parts of each lot as might afterwards be found
necessary for fortifications or public purposes, and of a
hundred acres for a church and glebe, and of fifty acres for
a ‘schoolmaster, was made, five hundred feet from high-
water mark being reserved for the purpose of a free fishery.
Deposits of gold, silver, and coal were reserved for the
Crown. It was stipulated that the grantee of each town-
ship should settle the same within ten years from the date
of the grant, in the proportion of one person for every
two hundred acres; that such settlers should be European
foreign protestants, or such persons as had resided in British
North America for two years previous to the date of the
grant ; and, finally, that if one-third of the land was not so
settled within four years from the date of the grant, the
whole should be forfeited. Thus the whole island was, in
1767, diéposed ¢” in one day, with the exception of lot
sixty-six, reserved for the King, and lots forty and fifty-
nine,—which had been promised to Messrs. Spence, Muir,
and Cathcart, and Messrs. Mill, Cathcart, and Higgens, by
the government, in 1764, in consideration of their having
established fisheries, and made improvements on the
island,*—and three small reservations, intended for three
county towns. A mandamus addressed to the Governor of
Nova Scotia, the island being now aunexed to that province,
was handed to each of the proprietors, instructing the
governor to issue thz respective grants, on the conditions
specified. In the foliowing year, 1768, a large majority
of the proprietors presented a petition to the King, praying
that the island should be erected into a separate government ;
that the quitrents which would become payable, according

* See manuscript minute of meeting of Commissioners of Trade and
Plantations, dated eighth July, 1767.
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to stipulation, in 1772, should become payable from the first o
of May, 1769, and that the payment of the remaining half i
should be deferred for the period of twenty years. This Bi:
proposition was accepted by the government, and accordingly tha
Captain Walter Patterson, one of the island proprietors, was En
appointed governor. He, accompanied by other officers, Ll
arrived on the island in 1770, at which period, notwith- &
standing the conditions of settlement attached to the land isla
grants, there were only one hundred and fifty families and i
five proprietors residing on it. It was calculated by the e
government that the quitrents would amount in the aggre- B
gate to fourteen hundred and seventy pounds sterling. The its
governor was instructed to pay out of that fund the follow- alic
ing annual salaries, in sterling currency: to himself, as Sta
governor, five hundred pounds, to the secretary and Mit
registrar, one hundred and fifty pounds, to the chief paic
justice, two hundred pounds, to the attorney general, one will
hundred pounds, to the clerk of the crown and coroner, S
eighty pounds, to the provost marshal, fifty pounds, and to Al;n
a minister of the Church of England, one hundred pounds. 1
This arrangement was to remain in force not more than ten fon
years, and in the event of the quitrents falling short, from by t
any cause, of the required sum, the salaries were to be faas
diminished in proportion. A
The governor was required to perform other duties, which alth.
were grossly unjust, and in some cases beyond human took
capability. He was, for example, enjoined by the twenty- S
sixth and twenty-seventh articles of his instructions to Yo
permit ¢ liberty of conscience to all persons (except Roman N
catholics), so they be contented with a quiet and peaceable it w
enjoyment of the same, not giving offence and scandal to the step
government,” and he was also ¢‘to take especial care that a5 ¢
God Almighty should be devoutly and duly served through- repr
Maj
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BRITISH SECTARIAN POLICY. 21

out his government.” No schoolmaster, coming from Eng-
land, was permitted to teach without a license from the
Bishop of London ; and it was assumed in his instruections
that all christians, save those connected with the Church of
England, were heterodex. Some denominations were, indeed,
tolerated ; but in conformity to the bigoted British policy of
the times, Roman catholics were not permitted to settle on the
island. This sectarian policy has borne bitter fruit in Ireland,
in the alienation ~f a great mass of the Irish people. So
deeply has alienation struck its roots, and so widely spread
are its branches, that, notwithstanding catholic emancipation,
its effects are still painfully visible, not only in Ireland, but
also in the masses of the Irish people located in the United
States, as strikingly evinced in the election of the late John
Mitchell, for Tipperary, and in the honors which have been
paid to his memory in the States. More than one generation
will pass away ere the evil effects of unjust anti-catholic
legislation are totally obliterated from the continent of
America.

The little progress made in the settlement of the island,
from the time it was granted until the year 1779. is indicated
by the fact that no step had been taken to introduce settlers
into all the lots, ranging from one to sixteen, besides other
thirty-thvee which were in the same condition. Thus,
although more than ten years had elapsed since the ballot
took place, in scarcely a score of lots was there any attempt
made to conform to the conditions attached to the sixty-seven
townships.

Notwithstanding the very small population of the island,
it was resolved to grant it a complete constitution. This
step the governor was commanded in his instructions to take
as early as possible. ¢ The forming a lower house of
representatives for our said Island of Saint John, ¢ said His
Majesty,” is a consideration that cannot be too early taken
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up, for until this object is attainable, the most important
interests of the inhabitants will necessarily remain without
that advantage and protection which can only arise out of
the vigor and activity of a complete constitution.” In the
year 1773, the first assembly was convened. The first act
passed was one confirming the past proceedings of the gov-
ernor and council, and rendering valid all manner of process
and proceedings in the several courts of judicature within
the island, from the first day of May, 1769, to the present
session of assembly.

The proposal to pay the government officials in the island
from the amount realized from the quitrents completely failed,
as but few of the proprietors acted as if they had been under
obligation to comply with the conditions on which they
obtained their grants. The sum realized from the amount
of quitrents paid was totally inadequate to pay the official
salaries. Hence it was necessary that some other arrange-
ment should be adopted. The governor was reduced to such
straits for want of money, that he was under the necessity
of appropriating three thousand pounds, granted by par-
liament for the erection of public buildings in the island,
for the maintenance of himself and the other government
officers. The governor went to England in 1775, when it
was agreed that the proprietors, in order.to meet the
difficulties of the case, should present a memorial to the
Secretary of State for the colonies, praying that the civil
establishment of the island should be provided for by an
annual parliamentary grant, as in the case of the other
colonies. By a minute of the seventh August, 1776, it was
ordered by the government that the arrears of the quitrents
due should be enforced by legal proceedings, and that the
sum thus obtained should be devoted to the refunding of
the amount expended, in a manner incompatible with the
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CALLBECK MADE PRISONER. 23

object for which it was voted. The power for the recovery
of the quitrents, with which the governor was thus invested,
was not speedily exercised, as he was anxicus not to offend
the proprietors, through whose influence the payment of the
civil establishment of the island was placed on a more
satisfactory footing.

During the governor’s absence in England the Hon. Mr.
Callbeck, being the senior member of the council, was
sworn in as administrator. In November of that year, a
ship from London, having on board a number of settlers,
and loaded with a valuable cargo, was unfortunately wrecked
on the north side of the island. All on board were saved,
but the cargo was either lost, or destroyed to such an extent
as to be of little value,—an accident which involved no small
hardship to the inhabitants.

In this year too a memorable incident cccurred. Whilst
the good people of Charlottetown were living in apparent
security from hostile aggression, two American armed vessels
which had been sent to cruise in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, in
order to intercept English ordnance store-ships, supposed to
be on the way to Quebec, entered the harbor, and a landing
was effected without any opposition, when the administrator,
Mr. Callbeck, Mr. Wright, the surveyor general, and other
officers of the government were made prisoners, and put
with such valuable booty as the Americans could lay hands
on, on board ship, and conveyed to New England. On
arriving at the head-quarters of the American army, then at
Cambridge, General Washington disapproved of the hostile
act, dismissing the principal officers from their commands,
telling them that ¢ they had done those things which they
ought not to have done, and left undone those things which
it was their duty to have done.” At the same time he dis-

charged the prisoners with expressions of regret, and re-
turned all the property.
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In the following year the Diligent, an armed brig, was
detached by the admiral, commanding in America, to pro-
tect the island, which vessc! was replaced by the Hunter,
sloop of war, towards the end of the year, and which
remained till November, 1777. The arrival of the latter
vessel was extremely opportune, as a hostile expedition to the
island was being organized by rebels from Machias, in
Massachusetts, who had arrived at Fort Cumberland, in
Nova Scotia. These men paid a visit to Pictou, where
they seized on an armed merchant ship, then loading for
Scotland. Fearing resistauce, which they were not in a
condition to overcome successfully, these rebels entered, with
their prize, into the Bay of Verte, for the purpose of
receiving reinforcements. But not being successful in this
effort, on account of a defeat at Fort Cumberland, the vessel
was given up to one of the officers, the rebels escaping on
shore. The vessel then came to Charlottetown, where she
remained during the winter.

In 1777 the administrator received instructions from the
secretary of state for the colonies to raise an independent
force for the defence of the island; but from the small
number of the male population, which had been previously
considerably reduced by recruiting officers, this force was
never completed. In the following year, however, four
provincial companies were sent from New York, under the
command of Major Hierliky, for whom barracks were
erected, under the direction of an engineer from Nova
Scotia, and the island was thus placed in a defensive posi-
tion, which greatly reduced the chances of a successful
attack during the American war. With the exception of a
few sheep. occasionally taken by the men of privateers, and
some valuable property seized at the harbor of Saint George

(now Georgetown), the inhabitants of the island experienced
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HESSIAN TROOPS. 25

no further annoyance from the Americans during the con-

tinuance of the contest. The monotony of Charlottetown
was betimes enlivened during the summer by the presence of
the British war vessels employed in accompanying convoys
to Quebee, and the occasional conduct into the harbor of
American privateers which had been captured at sea by
the British cruisers, and whose men were marched as prison-
ers through the woods to Halifax.

An interesting trial took place in Charlottetown in 1779,
in the case of Thomas Mellish, v. the Convoy ship Dutchess
of London, which Mr. Mellish seized for smuggling. The
trial lasted for several months. Mr. Mellish was an officer
in the First Troop of Horse Guards, and served also in the
colonial military service. He was a member of the house of
assembly, and held the office of collector of customs and
other public positions for many years. His son, Thomas
Mellish, died at an advanced age in 1859. Referring to his
death, the Islander describes him as a most loyal British sub-
Jject, and a devoted adherent of the Church of England.

Towards the end of October, 1779, the town of Charlotte-
town received a temporary accession to its inbabitants, by
the arrival of the Hessian regiment of Knyphansen, under
convoy of the war ship Camilla. Severe gales were
encountered in the River Saint Lawrence, which compelled
the ship to take refuge in the island. The troops were
landed, and there being no barrack accommodation for them,
some succeeded in hutting themselves most comfortably.
Some of the men were suffering from fever, but speedily
recovered, on account of the admirable character of the
climate. The town supply of provisions was utterly inade-
quate to meet the demand occasioned by so large an addition
to the population, but the farmers soon made up the de-
ficiency, and the Hessians remained till the month of June,
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when they left for their destination. Not a few of the men the
were so favorably impressed with the island, that they in
returned to it from Germany, many years afterwards, and reg
became industrious settlers. offi.
Governor Patterson returned to the island in 1780, re- of
lieving the Honorable T. DesBrisay, who had succeeded Mr. lan
Callbeck as administrator; and shortly after his arrival he tak
appointed Mr. Nisbet, his brother-in-law, then clerk of the con
council, to the office of the receiver of quitrents. It was now and
determined by the governor to enforce a law passed by the sec)
assembly in 1773, ¢ for the effectual recovery of certain of the
His Majesty’s quitrents in the Island of Saint John,” and offi¢
in conformity to the treasury minute of the seventh of oth
August, 1776, to which reference has already been made. ties
Accordingly, early in 1781, proceedings were commenced in exp
the supreme court against the townships in arrear of quit- had
rents, as enumerated in the act of 1773, and the sale of a allo
number of townships was thus effected. These reasonable act

proceedings were complained of to the British government, Tesi
and powerful influence was brought to bear for the purpose cha
of counteracting them. As the act of 1773, which had been sion
confirmed by His Majesty, only applied to a part of the lands hav
granted, it was deemed necessary to pass another act in the
1781, which was intended to take a wider scope, and to take
render the sale of all lands in the island, where quitrents <¢ th
remained unpaid, legal. This act had, however, a clause hav
suspending its operation till the King’s pleasure should be Tesp
known. Itappears by a manuscript copy of a report, dated said
tenth of July, 1783, by the lords of the committee of council exer
for plantations, now before us, that this act was referred to pay:
Andrew Jackson, one of the King’s council, who reported : furt
that, in point of law, no objection could be made to it; and of ]
the same report also furnishes interesting information as to on ¢
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the considerations by which the government was influenced
in its treatment of the action of the House of Assembly in
regard to land. An application was made in behalf of
officers abroad in the King’s service, who were proprietors
of land, praying that the arrears of quitrent due on their
lands should be remitted, and that no proceedings should be
taken to dispose of those lands for future arrears until the
conclusion of the war, when they might be enabled to settle
and improve the same. Thomas Townshend, the colonial
secretary, accordingly recommended that no action during
the war should be taken against the property of absent
officers. A petition was about the same time presented by
other proprietors of land in the island, reciting the difficul-
ties peculiarly incident to the island, showing that their
expectations, mainly in consequence of the American war,
had proved abortive, and complaining that many of the
allotments in the island had been sold under the assembly
act of 1774, and of the treasury order of 1776, to oficers
resident in the island, for little more than the arrears and
charges of confiscation. They further prayed for a remis-
sion of the quitrents in arrear, and that in future they might
have the option of paying the quitrents either in London or
the island. The council proceeded, on the first of May, to
take these matters into consideration, when it was agreed
¢ that all such as, on or before the first of May, 1784, should

-have paid up all the arrears of quitrent due upon their

respective lots to the first of May, 1783, should, from the
said first of May, 1783, until the first of May, 1789, be
exempted from the payment of more than the quitrent now
payable upon each of their lots, and that, for and during the
further term of ten years,—to commence from the said first
of May, 1789,—the same quitrent only as is now payable
on each of their lots should coatinue to be paid in lieu of the
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advanced quitrent, which, by the terms of the grants, would
have become due and payable from the said first of May,
1789.” 1In accordance with this decision, a bill was pre-
pared, which not only granted the redress specified in the

above quotation, but also disallowed the act of 1781, and

repealed the act of 1774, and rendered all the sales effected

under it void, on the payment by the original proprietors of
the purchase-money, interest, and charges incurred by the

present holders, compensation being also required for any

improvements made on the lands since the date of sale.

This bill was drawn out in London, and sent to Governor

Patterson in 1784, in order that it might be submitted to

and adopted by the house of assembly. But the governor,

having been himself a purchaser to a large extent of the
confiscated property, assumed the responsibility of post-
poning official action in the matter, on the ground that the
government was mistaken as to facts connected with the sale
of the land, and, on consulting with the council, it was
resolved to send to the home government a correct represen-
tation of the circumstances under which confiscation took
place, in justification of delay in submitting the bill to the
assembly for approval.

A Mr. John Stuart,* an intimate friend of Governor
Patterson, and who had resided in London for fourteen
years, was i: 1781 appointed by the house of assembly
as their London agent. We have been favored with the
perusal of a number of private and confidential letters

* This gentleman was not John Stewart, of Mount Stewart. The latter
was only twenty-three years of age when John Stuart was appointed by the
assembly their agent in London, and he had been only three years on the
island at the time of the appomtment. His Honor Sir Robert Hodgson, the
Lieutenant Governor, has taken the trouble to peruse the correspondence
which passed between Governor Patterson and John Stuart, and in a note
addressed to the writer, says: “I feel convinced that John Stuart was the
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CAPTAIN MACDONALD, THE PROPRIETOR. 29

which passed between the governor and this gentleman.
These throw considerable light on the island history of this
period. The sales of land recently made excited intense
indignation against the governor on the part of those
whose property had been confiscated, who were backed
in their applications for redress by the general body
of proprietors. The act sent to the governor, and which he
failed to present to the house of assembly, was the result of
«these applications. In the preamble of that portion of the
~act which provided for relief to the complainants, it was
stated that the governor and council, on the first day of
!December, 1780, unanimously resolved, in order to give
absent proprietors whose lands were liable to be sold an
~opportunity of relieving their property, that no sales should
take place until the first Monday of November following,
and that in the meantime the colonial agent in London
should be instructed to inform the proprietors of the pro-
posed sale ; and ¢ whereas,” runs the act, * notwithstanding
such determination and resolution, no such notice was given
“by the colonial agent to the proprietors, it seems reasonable
that they should obtain effectual relief in the premises.” It
is only fair that the governor should be allowed to reply in
his own words, as contained in a letter now before us, which
he addressed to his friend Stuart on the twelfth of May,
“1783. In order that a portion of that letter may be under-
stood, it is necessary to say.that Captain McDonald, one of
the proprietors resident in London, had written a pamphlet

person whose name appears on the Island Statute of 30 George III, cap. 5, of
the year 1790, < the owner of ten thousand acres of land; and who, I have
always undeistood, was a personal friend of Governor Patterson, and if
Lot an original grantee, must have acquired his land by the instrumentality
of his friend the governor, under the sale of the lands for the non-payment

-of quitrents, so frequently alluded to in the correspondence.” The writer
-has carefully gone over the list of original grantees, in which there is one
:named John Stewart, but not one who spelt his name Stuart.




30 HISTORY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

reflecting on the conduct of the governor in disposing of the:
land, which contributed in no small degree, as Mr. Stuart
affirms, in causing the act of relief to be prepared. After
referring to business matters, which have no bearing on our
story, the governor says: ¢ What appears most pressing at
present is to say something in answer to my friend Captain

MecDonald’s proceedings. But first I must express my aston-
ishment at your not having received any letters from me
since December, 1781. I wrote and sent two by the express,
which went to the continent in February, 1782,—not to you,
indeed, because I thought you had sailed for India; but Mr.
Townshend received them, I am certain, for I have answers to
them from you. I wrote a long one to you in October, 1782,
on a variety of subjects. If this letter has not reached you,
I am very unfortunate, as I have no copy of it. I wrote
you three others in the course of the winter, copies of which
shall accompany this, though they will be now, I fear, of
little use, except to show that 1 have not been idle, or negli-

gent in my attention to the interests of this government. If-

I succeed, I may be rewarded by my own feelings, but as to,
any grateful returns, I expect them not. In bodies of men
there is no such virtue as gratitude, nor indeed but very
rarely in individuals, I feel this, and in few instances,
more sensibly than in the behaviour of Captain McDonald.
Believe me, my friend, I have rendered him and his family
many disinterested and essential services; nor do I know
that I can let an opportunity slip of doing so, when in my
power. But now, when he thinks his interest is in the least
affected, he becomes my enemy, and that, too, in a matter
where I am only a spectator, or rather, when I ought to,
have been only such; for the fact is, T did step out of my
line in the business of forfeiting the lots, but then it was
only to continue my wonted practice to benefit the propri~
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LETTER OF GOVERNOR PATTERSON, 31

etors. For this purpose I advised sending the advertise-
ments to England, which the law did not require. I, by
the advice of council, postponed the sales from time to time,
in hopes the proprietors would take some steps in consequence
of the advertisements, and, with this view, prevented their
taking place till the latter end of November, when every
hope was over. This the law did not require, and the
advertisements not reaching England in time was not my
fault, as the resolution of council directing their being sent
is dated twenty-sixth November, 1780, and the sales did not
take place for a year afterwards. I did more: I prevented
all the lots from being sold belonging to proprietors who I
knew were inclined to improve their land+. and this I did by
taking the debt upon myself, which was not required by the
law, nor perhaps in justice to my own family; nor do I
believe there is an instance of such conduct in any other
man. Among the number so saved is the lot belonging to
this same Captain Mc¢Donald, though I had no hopes of his
paying his quitrents, or of his doing any one thing relative
to the settling of it; for he has repeatedly told me himsclf
that he would not, as he thought he had engaged to pay too
much money for it to the chief baron from whom he bought
it. What I did was out of tenderness to his sisters, who
live upon the lot, and to give him time to think better. I
saved Lord Townshend’s, the chief baron’s, etc., and, in
short, what I thought worth the saving,—and all at my own
risk. I have done still more, for I have prevented any
further sales since the first. This I also did for the benefit
of the proprietors, knowing the lands would not bring their
value; and I did it at the risk of my commission, for I did
it in the face of a positive order from the treasury. So far,
1 hope I am not to blame.

¢ As to the regularity and legality of the proceedings in
other respects, I am not accountable. The lands were

o ————
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seized in terms of a law passed near ten years since, and the
proceedings conducted by the law officers,—I have no doubt
properly.

¢ There is some idea, I find, of rescinding the purchases,
and that government will order it. Whoever has formed
such an idea must have strange ~otions of government.
Government may order me; and, if I have a mind to be
laughed at, I may issue my orders to the purchasers; but
can anyone believe they will be obeyed? Surely not; nor
would I be an inhabitant of any country where such a power
existed. My money may with as much justice be ordered
out of my pocket, or the bread out of my mouth. A gover-
nor has just as much power to do the one as the other. I
should like to know what opinion you would have of a
country where the validity of public contracts depended on
the will of the governor.

¢ The purchases were made in the very worst period of the
war, when the property was very precarious indeed, and
when no man in England would have given hardly a guinea
for the whole island. It is now peace, and fortunately we
still remain a part of the British Empire. The lands are
consequently esteemed more valuable, and the proprietors
have become clamorous for their loss. Had the reverse
taken place,—had the island been ceded to France,—let me
ask, what would have been the consequence? Why, the
purchasers would have lost their money, and the proprietors
would have been quiet, hugging themselves on their own
better judgment. There can be no restoring of the lots
which were sold. There has not been a lot sold on which a
single shilling has beer expended by way of settlement, nor
upon which there has been a settler placed; so that those

proprietors who have expended money in making settle-
ments have no cause of complaint.”
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SALE OF LANDS. 33

Complaints had been made to the home government, of
which Mr. Stuart had informed the governor, that a large
quantity of the land disposed of had been bought for trifling
sums by the governor and other officials of the island. The
truth of this charge was acknowledged by the governor, for
he says in the letter from which we have quoted so largely :
*“That the officers of the government have made purchases
is certain, and that I have made some myself is also as
certain; but I should be glad to know who would be an
officer of government if, by being such, he was deprived of
his privileges as a citizen.”

Mr. Stuart writes the governor on the twenty-ninth of
June, 1783, that he received, on the twenty-second of April,
three letters from him, dated respectively, thirtieth Novem-
ber, first and seventh December, 1782, and in reference to
the sales of land which had been effected, remarks: ¢ The
time of the sale, in the midst of a distressful war, when
there could be neither money nor purchasers ; the rigid con-
dition of obliging the proprietors to pay their quitrents in
the island, and not giving at least a twelvemonth’s notice of
the sale in England, as well as in the island, are everywhere
urged and admitted as sound arguments against the confis-
cation of lands in an infant ‘colony, and I must frankly con-
fess that they have too much force in them to be totally
denied.”

Whilst it is impossible to deny that Governor Patterson
had ample governmental authority to dispose of the lands,
yet his doing so before he had any evidence whatever
that the advertisements sent had obtained the desired pub-
licity, or even that his letters had reached their destination,
was, to say the least, a most unreasonable proceeding, and
constituted sufficient ground of grave complaint against his
conduct. That as an intending purchaser he had a material

D
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interest in bringing the lands speedily to the hammer, cannot to t
be denied ; and that after so many years had elapsed since and
the act and the treasury minute by which a sale of the by «
townships whose quitrents were in arrears was rendered suby
legal, he should have chosen a period for the sale when, that
according to his own confession, capitalists might not be pléd
disposed to give a guinea for the island, seems to import neut
that the governor had, in the conduct of the business, con- app:
sulted his own interest rather than that of the proprietors. hom
This impression is deepened by the proceedings which fol- C
lowed. been

It has been already stated that, on receiving from Eng- resol
land the act which was intended to restore the property sold were
to the original holders, he had delayed to submit it to the Effo;
house of assembly. Believing that the present housq would to se
pass the act in question, in the event of his being again he sz
ordered to submit it for their approval, he resolved on a notw
dissolution of the house, and to exert lis influence in obtain- : this »
ing one better suited to his pnrpose. He accordingly influe
carried out his resolution early in 1784, and, in March spair
following, a general election took place, and the legislature them
met soon after. It is a most significant indication of the terms
state of public opinion at this time, in reference to the gov- lands
ernor’s conduct in so hastily disposing of the lands, that the dence
new house, instead of approving of the governor’s conduct, this i
resolved to present a complaint against him to the King, It is
and was actually engaged in framing it, when a dissolution, ber di
by command of the governor, again took place. His Excel- agent
lency, appreciating the importance of the crisis to himself they -
personally, determined to leave no means untried to secure the m
an assembly favorable to his views. The danger was im- find, |
minent ; for the recent proceedings were adopted by the mounth
house in ignorance of the views of the home government as given,
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- Ja » 3 » . r
annot to the governor’s conduct, which he had carefully concealed,
since and which were known only to the council, who were bound

£ the by oath to secrecy. He expected an order from England to
dered submit the dreaded act to the house, and was most desirous
vhen, that, before that could be done, the forthcoming house should
ot be pledge itself to an approval of the sales of 1781, and thus
mport neutralize the effect which a knowledge of the intended dis-
, con- approval of the previous assembly might produce on the
etors. home government.
h fol- Circumstances favored his design. New York having
been evacuated by the British troops, many of them had
Eng- resolved to settle in the island. A large number of loyalists

y sold were now leaving the States and settiing in Nova Scotia.
to the Efforts were made by the governor to induce some of them

would to settle in the island. In addressing Mr. Stuart, in 1783,
acain he says, in reference to this subject: ¢ I do not as yet hear,
(=]

on = notwithstanding my efforts, of any of the loyalists coming
btain- ' this way. They have all gone to Nova Scotia, through the

lingly influence of Mr. Watson. I will not, however, as yet de-
\[arch spair of having a part. I am sending a person among
lature them on purpose, and at my own expense, to carry our

of the terms and to invite some of the principal people to our
e gov- lands. If they will but come,—and depend on the evi-
at the dence of their own senses,—I am certain they will prefer
aduet, this island to any of the uncultivated parts of Nova Scotia.
King, It is exceedingly unlucky that my despatches of last Novem-
lution, ber did not reach you in time. Had the proprietors sent an
Excel- agent to New York, offering liberal terms to the loyalists,
Sunself they would have reaped more benefit thereby than by all

secure the memorials they will ever deliver to government.” We
as im- find, by a letter from Mr. Stuart to the governor, dated a
yy the month later than that from which a quotation has just been
\ent as given, that the proprietors were sensible of the importance of
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presenting inducements to the loyalists, for they subscribed
liberally to a fund raised for the purpose of conveying them
to the island. Orders were issued to the governor to appor-
tion part of the land to the loyalists; the attorney general
was to make out the deeds of conveyance without any
expense to the proprietors, who were to be exonerated from
the quitrents of such shares of their land as were granted to
the loyalists. In consequence of these arrangements, a con-
siderable number of loyalists were induced to come to the
island, to whom the governor paid due attention, and whose
votes he had no difficulty in securing at the coming election.
In order to complicate matters still more, and throw addi-
tional obstacles in the way of the much dreaded act, he took
care that not a few of the allotments made to the refugees
should be on the lands sold in 1781.

Being thus fortified for the coming battle, he determined
to risk another election in March, 1785, when he secured the
return of a house bound to his interests, which Mr. Stewart, of
Mount Stewart—on whose testimony implicit reliance can be
placed—assures us ¢ was not accomplished without a se-
vere struggle, much illegal conduct, and at an expense to
the governor and his friends of nearly two thousand pounds
sterling.” 'The time of the assembly was, to a considerable
extent, taken up during the session by proceedings which
had a tendency to produce a favorable impression as to the
governor’s acts. Not a word was said in the house regard-
ing the proceedings of 1781 ; but, when the house met in

the following year, the governor determined that a measure
should be adopted which would frustrate any attempt to
render the sales of 1781 futile. To effect this object, he
caused a measure to be introduced entitled ¢“ An act to ren-
der good and valid in law all and every of the proceedings
in the years one thousand seven hundred and eighty and one
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bed thousand seven hundred and eighty-oune, which in every re-
hem spect related to or concerned the suing, seizing, condemning,
Sk or selling of the lots or townships hereinafter mentioned, or

any part thereof.” This act was adopted without scruple
any by the assembly, but was disallowed by His Majesty ; and,
ek affording as it did convincing proof of the governor’s deter-
d to mination to act in opposition to his instructions, led to his
being superceded in his office.

eral

con-

e Mr. Stuart, the London agent for the island. fought at
Bk all times resolutely for the governor, using all the means in
S his power to place his character and transactions in a favor-

ddi- able light before the government and proprietors. Having
ook obtained information from reliable sources as to the inten-

s tions of the government in reference to the governor, he
% addressed a letter to him on the 19th of June, 1786, inform-
toed ing him of the decision as to his recall. 'This manuscript
e communication, now before us, is especially interesting and
t, of valuable, as showing that, after its receipt, Governor

e Patterson could not have been mistaken as to the nature of
o the recall, and as accounting for some of his subsequeunt
e to proceedings. Mr. Stuart says: ¢ Your brother will have
mds acquainted you with the caballing and intrigueing of your

able opponents to effect your removal, and of the invincible
hich silence, or rather sullenness, of office with regard to their
. the real and ultimate intentions towards you. Mr. Nepean,
ard- I think, has indeed opened himself at last, and given a pretty

t in plain clew to their disposition not to support you. He told
sure your brother very lately that Lord Sydney had sent you the

t to King’s leave of absence. This is surely a plain indication,
,, he especially after you were required to answer charges, and
ren- those answers still remain unheard and undecided upom,
ings -although your brother has made repeated application, and

one even memorialized the council for a hearing. The real
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cause and design of this extraordinary and unfair step of 1

neither your brother nor I has yet been able to develop. ent
Mr. Nepean endeavored to gloss it over by many specious succ
assurances and declarations that it proceeded from no gove
hostile intentions, but was meant only to afford you an the |
opportunity of effectually vindicating your conduct, and in sc
refuting the many accusations which had been sent home is in
against you; in which event, he said, you would return to fear
your goverument with additional honor and support. He strug
may think these will pass as very plausible motives; but are 1
what as to their reality? I can only coustrue it as a mea- A
sure, of great and unnecessary severity,—I might say pres:s
injustice. It is not customary to call home governors on t
until their conduct has been investigated and adjudged. thou,
They may put what construction they please upon the ; whic
gentle terms, ‘leave of absence,” but if you think it intin
incumbent to accept this leave of absence, it must appear had |
in the eyes of the world as an absolute recall. This moti
is an event, my dear friend, which I have long dreaded; the q
and what adds inexpressibly to the poignancy of my present sole
feelings, is that I know not how to offer you advice hims
in a situation of so much delicacy; for if you disobey —an
this insidious order, your character may suffer in the that 1
public estimation, and if you obey it, your fortune may ernor
eventually be materially injured. It is indeed a cruel ; he ha
alternative, but it is a case in which you alone can be a purch
competent judge. resolu
¢ This business has been managed with so much secrecy, Stu
or, at least, it has been so studiously concealed from your was r
friends, that we have not been able to learn when your and i
leave of absence was sent out, or whether, indeed, it be yet that h

gone. In case of your removal, your brother has picked up Super«
some intimation that Colonel Fanning, Lieutenant Governor to sulk
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of Nova Scotia, is likely to be your successor. In the pres-

ent temper and disposition of office, I fear that your brother’s
succession would be more difficult than to sustain you in the
government. I am exceedingly anxious to learn the fate of
the quitrent bill. I hope the assembly may have passed it
in some shape, and that the sales have been revoked. This
is intelligence which should have arrived ere this time. I
fear that your long silence and delay on this head is con-
strued into contumacy and resistance. Your enemies here
are busy and fertile in their insinuations.”

Anxious to serve his friend the governor, Stuart, under
pressure from that gentleman’s brother, addressed a letter
on the twenty-sixth of February, 1786, to Lord Sydney,
though doubtful of the propriety and policy of the act, in
which he states that he received a letter from the governor,
intimating that he (the governor) was aware that reports
had been circulated in England grossly misrepresenting his
motives in having purchased some of the lots escheated under
the quitrent act of 1774,—the governor declaring that his
sole motive in making these purchases was to secure to
himself a part of the very old arrears due to him for salary,
—an act which he conceived to be strictly legal,—and stating
that he had bought the lands at their full value. The gov-
ernor was prepared, as stated in his letter, to restore what
he had bought on his being reimbursed the amount of the
purchase-money, with interest, agreeably to their lordships’
resolution in 1783.

Stuart’s letter, from which we have quoted so largely,
was received by the governor on the tenth of October, 1786,
and it is extremely probable that it was by the same mail
that he also received official information of his having been
superceded in the government of the island, and commanded
to submit to the assembly the act rendering the sales of 1781
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voidable,—of which another copy was now sent,—which
had come to his hands two years previously, but with regard
to which no action had been yet taken. The governor, as
if sensible of his extreme folly in disregarding the royal
instructions, submitted the measure to the house of assembly ;
and the bill was read-for the first time on the first of Novem-
ber, and for the second, on the tenth of the same month ; but
it was subsequently decently interred by a house which was
guided by the significant nods of the governor. But, in
order to conciliate the home government, his excellency
caused a private bill to be introduced, providing for the
restoration of the escheated land to the proprietors, but so
contrived that, even if carried out, the heavy payments re-
quired to be made counterbalanced any benefits that could
be derived from its adoption. When the character of this
measure became known to the proprietors, they brought a
criminating complaint against the superceded governor and
the council, which, on being investigated by the committee
of privy council, led to the dismissal of the members of
council implicated, as well as that of the attorney general.
No further action against Governor Patterson was deemed
necessary, as he had been already dismissed.

Early in November, Lieutenant-Governor Fanning ar-
rived from Nova Scotia to assume the government of the
island ; but Mr. Patterson refused to give up the reins of
office, on the ground that the season was tog far advanced
for his return to England,—the appointment of Fanning

heing regarded by Patterson as only intended to supply his
place during his own temporary absence. Mr. Stewart, of
Mount Stewart, asserts that Patterson affected ignorance of
the,nature of the recall respecting whose import, as being
absolute and final, no reasonable doubt could exist; but in
this we can prove he was mistaken, from the terms in which

the a
—a
and v
plaus
weatl
addre
June,
to re
Saint
been «
into 1
i3 ple
with ¢
bation
carry
Gover
shall 1
13 A
Patter
to Eng
that y«
in sett]
ernor,
your ¢
terson’
the cir
accoun
was co
during
calling
ing to
arrival
to Lorc¢



FANNING APPOINTED GOVERNOR. 41

the appointment was conveyed to Fanning by Lord Sydney,
—a document which Mr. Stewart evidently had not seen,
and which proves that Patterson was not destitute of a very
plausible if not solid reason for holding his post till the
weather admitted of his leaving the island. Lord Sydney,
addressing Fanning, in a despatch dated the thirtieth of
June, 1786, says: ** The King having thought it necessary
to recall Lieutenant-Governor Patterson, of the Island of
Saint John, in consequence of some complaints which have
been exhibited against him, that an inquiry should be made
into his conduct, His Majesty, from the opinion which he

is pleased to entertain of your ability and discretion, and

with a view to give you aun early proof of his royal appro-
bation of your services, has been pleased to appoint you to
carry on the public service of the island during Lieutenant-
Governor Patterson’s absence, or uniil some determination
shall have taken place respecting his proceedings.

“ As it is His Majesty’s desire that Lieutenant-Governor
Patterson should be relieved in time to enable him to return
to England in the course of the autumn, His Majesty trusts
that you will lose no time in repairing to Saint John, and
in settling such arrangements with the said lieutenant-gov-
ernor, previous to his departure, as may be necessary for
your carrying ou the business of the island.” Thus Pat-
terson’s retention of office till the spring does not seem in
the circumstances unreasonable; but Mr. Stewart, in his
account of the island, informs us that his continuance in it
was contrary to the desire of the inhabitants generally, who,
during the winter, did not fail to present addresses to Fanning,
calling upon him to assume the government to which, accord-
ing to his commission, he had been appointed. On the
arrival of Fanning, Patterson addressed the following letter
to Lord Sydney, the Colonial Secretary :—
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“ ISLAND OF SAINT JOHN, 5th November, 17806.

“ My Lorp,—Lieutenant-Governor Fanning arrived here
yesterday. and by him [ have been honored by your lordship’s
letter of the thirtieth June. saying that many representations
have been made to the King of improper proceedings in the
exercise of the powers with which I have been vested, and that
it is His Majesty’s pleasure that I should repair to England as
soon as may be, to give an account of my conduct; also com-
manding me to deliver to Lieutenant-Governor Fanning such
papers and documents as may be necessary to enable him to
carry on the publie service during my absence.

¢ T Lave received His Majesty’s commands with the utmost
veneration and respect, and nothing gives me so much pain as
when I have it not in my power to carry them into immediate
execution,

¢ Such papers and docuinents as appear in the least neces-

sary towards carrying on the present service shall be delivered
without loss of time; but there are unsurmountable reasons
why I cannot this winter quit this island. The season is too far
advanced to leave a possibility of arranging my little matters
80 as to prevent total ruin in my absence. Besides, my lord, if
the charges are such as I have already answerced, my ipse dixit
will add but little weight to my defence, and I have no further
proof to offer. If there have been any new charges sent from
hence. the evidence to disprove them cannot be had in England;
therefore, my going home without them would only prove a
useless trouble to your lordship and to myself. It is an un-
speakable grief of heart to me that I am under the necessity so
long of lying under the appearance of having proved unworthy
of my station. All my labors for thirty years have been in
search of reputation, and I have gained it everywhere but
where most T wished. Be assured, my lord, it will be my pride
and glory if I can restore confidence among the council of my
royal master. I hope and trust your lordship will feel my
situation as I do myself, and that in justice you will order me
copies of my crimes, so as to have them by the first of spring;
and be assured that I shall, as soon after the 1eceipt of them as
possible, with. every anxious and eager hope, pay instant obe-
dience to the royal mandate.
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FANNING IN OPPOSITION TO PATTERSON. 43

* Were it even possible for me, at so few days’ notice, to quit
the island, even with the total ruin of my family, I should be
obliged to accumulate ruin on ruin by being obliged to stay a
whole season in England to wait for evidence from home, and
in place of expediting, it must delay my hearing. Butif I cannot
go from hence prepared to answer my accusers, after my arrival
my fate may be soon decided; und if I have not been guilty of
what will deprive me of my liberty, I may return in the course
of the summer to cultivate my farm.

‘* His Majesty is full of justice. He is the father of his people,
and therefore cannot wish the ruin of a subject, much less of an
old and faithful servant. Then I doubtless shall have justice.
I wish no more. Afford me only an opportunity of clearing my
character, and I shall instantly resign. I have long and anx-
iously wished to do it, and most certainly shall the moment I
can with honor.

‘1 cannot even guess at the nature of my present accusations;
but be they what they may, I wish to meet them ; and I shall do
so, my lord, with a confidence and certain knowledge that they
are as unfounded as the last. I know I have done no wrong,
and therefore court inquiry; but I also know my enemies, and
must go prepared among them. A conscious rectitude of heart
forms, my lord, arms of adamant,—a shield which admits no
fear.

“ I am, my lord, &c.,
“ WALTER PATTERSON.”

But Patterson had a large number of friends in the island
who backed him in his opposition to Fanning; and the
council, consisting of men of his own selection, and the
assembly being ready to act according to his dictation, he
was in hopes that representations proceeding from these
sources would secure his restoration to a position to which
he was now clinging with tenacity. During the winter
the government of the island remained in this anomalous
condition ; but early in April following, Governor Fanning
issued a proclamation notifying his appointment, and calling
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on all loyal inhabitants to recognize his tiile to the governor- manc
ship. But Patterson issued, on the following day, a counter .alleg
proclamation, declaring that he was the accredited represen- that 1
tative of His Majesty, and enjoining the people to pay no to th
attention to the pretensions of a usurper. detac
A correspondence passed between the rivals. From manu- —me
script copies, now before us, it appears that Patterson and wres!
Fanning had entered into an agreement on the seventh of office
November, 1786, by which the latter gentleman’s appoint- ~order
ment was to remain in abeyance for some time. Patterson, reasc
on the arrival of Fanning, had intimated his intention of” N¢
meeting the assembly as governor; but Fanning contended- : this
that Patterson had proinised to give up the government after- As w
the legislative business which he wished transacted was- mail.
finished. This was emphatically denied by Patterson, who- gove
asserted that the command was, by mutual consent, to re-- fer t]
main with him till the weather permitted his departure from M.
the island, or more distinct orders were received from Eng-: ceral.’
land, to which representations of the state of matters were- retur
forwarded by both parties. On the 17th of February, in ok
Patterson addressed a bitter letter to Fanning, complaining two ;
of his violation of the agreement solemnly made between <tion
them, in which he wrote: ¢ Was it consistent with that Engl
engagement that your warrant was exhibited to a large ~Supp
company at your own table, and afterwards to the public : was

by one of that company, iz order to prove your right to the
. . . . ik ]
command? Was it consistent with that engagement that
my avowed and notorious enemies were almost constantly “gy
adopted as your confidential friends? You will not be sur- answi
. s . . . hav
prised at my faith in you being put to a severe trial when I vt
; 3B : ; giving
heard that the court of justice was disturbed, and & copy of proce
: P
your warraat there read by a gentleman very much in your o 2
nor

confidence, questioning the judges as to your right of com- sand b



nor-
nter
sen-
y no

anu-
~and
th of
yoint~
TSon,
on of
ended-
after’
] was-
, who-
to re-
> from
1 Eng-
s were-
ruaryy
laining
etween
th that
y large
public
t to the
nt that
stantly
be sur-
when I
copy of
in your
of com-

PATTERSON REBUKED. 45

mand, and calling on all His Majesty’s subjects on their
.allegiance to assert your right; and when I have been told
that the son of that gentleman, in the same open court, said
to the commanding officer that, if it had not been for his
detachment, you should long ago have had the government,
—meaning that he and his friends would by violence have
wrested it fsm me. I have also been informed that
officers of the government refuse paying any attention to my
orders, and quote your commission and yourself as the
reason of such disobedience.”

Notwithstanding the intense fermentation occasioned by
this unseemly dispute, the public peace was not disturbed.
As was generally anticipated, on the arrival of the spring
mail, the conduct of Patterson was rebuked by the home
government, and he was peremptorily commande to trans-
fer the permanent command to Fanning,—a change which,
Mr. Stewart says, was ‘‘agreeable to the island in gen-
eral.” *  Patterson soon left the island for Quebec, but
returned in a few months, and exerted himself to the utmost
in obstructing the operations of the government; but, after
two years’ residence, and bitter opposition to the administra-
«tion of his successor, he left the island and returned to
England, cherishing the hope of enlisting the sympathy and
.support of the proprietors resident there,—a hope which
avas doomed to be disappointed.

* The following is a copy of the despatch addressed to Fanning :—

“ WEITEHALL, 5th April, 1787.

“ SIR,—Your despatch, number one, of the fourteenth of October last, in
answer to my letter of the thirtieth of June last, was duly received, and I
have since been favored with your letters, numbered two, three, and four,
giving an account of your arrival iu the Island of Saint John, and of certain

"proceedings which have taken place subsequent to that time.

“His Majesty, from the very extraordinary conduct of Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor Patterson, has thought it advisable to dismiss him at once from office,

~and has been graciously pleased to fix you in the government of that
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Fidelity to historical accuracy compels us to say that a influen:
charge affecting the moral character of the late governor for sixi
had been made, in which the wife of one of his friends was dum be
implicated. That charge, whether true or false, was doubt- his ow!
less forwarded to English headquarters, where, if supported summa
by satisfactory evidence, it was certain to have no small the pro
influence in determining the fate of Patterson as governor, ; nor de
and may account for the mysterious silence of officials (as by his
complained of by Mr. Stuart) when presszed for informa- Sl
tion” with regard to the reasons by which government was the pr

defenc;

island, persuaded, from the proofs you have given of your zeal for his Wh
service, as well as of your prudence and discretion, that you will make a

suitable return for the confidence which has been placed in you by a faith- who he

ful and diligent discharge of your duty. cool ; .

*¢ I am, sir, your obedient servant,
e “ SYDNEY. was b
¢ To LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR FANNING.” ; electio

; i T sibility
Tke following is the letter of Lord Sydney, formally intimating to Patter-
G 4 pounds
son his dismissal, as well as the reply to the communication of Patterson to 2
his lordship, already given :— of his
“ WHITEHALL, 5th April, 1787. . family

¢ 8Ir,—I have received your letter, number thirty-one, of the fifth Novem- period
ber last, in answer to one from me of the thirtieth of June preceding,
wherein you have stated certain reasons which have induced you to delay
the carrying into execution His Majesty’s commands, which were sent to valuab
you by me, for delivering over the charge of the Island of Saint John to which
Colonel Fanning, and for your returning to England to answer certain coms
plaints which have been exhibited against you. ) nomin:

“ Without, however, entering into the grounds upon which you have pro- never
ceeded to justify disobedience of His Majesty’s orders, I must acquaint you
that I have reccived his royal commands to inform you that His Majesty recolle
has no further occasion for your services as Lieutenant-Governor of Saint But
John.

¢ Colonel Fanning, who has been appointed your successor, will receive lands
from you all the public documents in your custody, and such orders and prOprit
instructions as have been transmitted to you which have not been fully
executed.

limitec

detern

*T am, sir, your obedient, humble servant, Ol'igim
‘“ SYDNEY.
¢ LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR PATTERSON.” no dot
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influenced in dismissing him from a post which he had held
for sixteen years. In one of Patterson’s private memoran-
dum books, now before us, there are some curious entries, in
his own handwriting, with regard to that charge, in which he
summarises various arguments which might be urged against
the probability of its truthfulness, but which neither affirm
nor deny its validity. If these notes had not been made
by his own hand, and the pronoun I had not been once
inadvertently used, they might be supposed to have been
the production of one on whom was devolved the legal
defence of the governor.

When Patterson arrived in London, he found the friends
who had formerly used their influence in his favor extremely
cool ; and thus all hope of his restoration to the governorship

was blighted. The large sums he had expended in the
election of a house favorable to his views, and the impos-
sibility of saving any part of his annual income (five hundred

pounds sterling), without sacrificing the becoming dignity
of his post, added to the circumstance that his wife and
family had to be maintained in Englaud during the whole
period of his incumbency, rendered his means extremely
limited. Being pressed by his creditors, his extensive and
valuable property in ‘the island was sold—under hard laws,
which had been enacted under his own administration—at
nominal prices. It necd therefore excite no surprise that he
never returned to a scene invested with so many painful
recollections.

But the question occurs: what became of the escheated
lands which were ordered to be restored to the original
proprietors? After the proceedings already recorded, no
determined effort to obtain the property was made by the
original holders, with regard to whose claims to restitution
no doubt could now exist. The assembly did, indeed, pass
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an act in 1792, by which the old proprietors were permitted
to take possession of their property ; but eleven years
having elapsed since the sales took place, and complications
of an almost insuperable nature having in consequence en-
sued, the government deemed it inexpedient to disturb the
present holders, more particularly as not a few of them had Prop:
effected a compromise with the original grantees, which (‘jl’]’q
entitled them to permanent possession. IHence the act Goy
referred to was disallowed, and thus a subject which had II;;’:
for years agitated the community was permitted to remain

in continued abeyance.
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CHAPTER III.

Proprictors indifferent to their engagements—Extent to which settiement
was effected—Complaints of the People of nonfulfilment of engagements—
Character of the Reply—The influence of the Proprietors with the Home
Government—The Duke of Kent—Proposal in 1780 to name the Island New
Ireland—The name adopted—Formation of Light Infantry, and Volunteer
Horse—Immigration of Highlanders—Memoir of General Fanning.

2+ S proof that the great body of the proprietors were
\ utterly indifferent to the engagements they contracted
when they obtained their lands, it is only necessary to

state that in only ten of the sixty-seven townships into which
the island was divided were the terms of settlement complied
with, during the first ten years which had elapsed since
possession was granted. In nine townships settlement was
partially effected, and in forty-eight no attempt whatever at
settlement seems to have been made. In 1797, or thirty
years after the grants were issued, the house of assembly,
sensible of the necessity of taking action for the more effect-
ual settlement of the island, passed a series of resolutions, —
founded on a deliberate and painstaking investigation of all
the townships,— which were embodied in a petition to the
home government, praying that measures should be taken
to compel proprictors to fulfil the conditions on which the
land had been granted. The assembly drew attention to the
following facts: That, on twenty-three specified townships,
consisting of four hundred and fifty-eight thousand five hun-
dred and eighty acres, not one settler was resident; that on
twelve townships the population consisted only of thirty-six
families, which, on an average of six persons to each family,
E
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numbered in thc'uggrcgate two hundred and sixteen souls,
who thus constituted the entire population of more than half
of the island. On these and other grounds, it appeared to
the house that the failure of so many of the proprietors in
implementing the terms and conditions of their grants was
highly injurious to the growth and prosperity of the island,
ruinous to its inhabitants, and destructive of the just expec-
tations and views of the government in its settlement. The
house contended that the long forbearance of the govern-
ment, towards the proprietors who had failed to do their
duty, had no other effect than to enable them to speculate on
the industry of the colony. The house was of opinion that
the island, if fully settled, was adequate for the maintenance
of half a million of inhabitants, and it prayed that the pro-
prietors should be either compelled to do their duty, or that
their lands should be escheated, and granted to actual settlers.
The petition embodying these views was forwarded to the
Duke of Portland,—the colonial secretary at the time,—and
the force of its facts and arguments seems to have been felt
by the government, for a despatch was sent to Governor
Fanning, intimating that measures would be adopted to
rectify the grave evils enumerated in the petition. The
process of escheat was not, however, acceptable to the pro-
prietors who had. done their duty by settling their lands, for
the obvious reason, that in the event of free grauts being
made of the forfeited property, the tenants on the already-
settled land would prefer to give up their farms and become
proprietors. In conformity with the promise made by gov-
ernment, Governor Fanning, in his speech to the assembly
in November, 1802, said that he had the satisfaction to
inform them, on the highest authority, that the public affairs
of the island had been brought under the consideration of
His Majesty’s ministers in a manner highly favorable to the
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souls, late humble and dutiful representations made on behalf of
w half the inhabitants, respecting the many large, unsettled, and
wred to uncultivated tracts of land in the island. In order to give
tors in effect to the measures which had been adopted by His
its was Majesty’s ministers, it would be necessary that the govern-
island, ment of the island should be prepared to adopt, when

expec- circumstances should render it advisable, the requisite and
The legal steps for effectually revesting in His Majesty such lands
rovern- as might be liable to be escheated. The house, in th-ir

o their reply to the address, requested a more explicit statemeng
late on from his excellency as to the information which he had
on that received on this important subject ; to which his excellency
‘enance : replied, that he had already presented all the information
he pro- g which it was in his power to furnish. It does indeed seem
or that @& strange that the governor should have been instructed to
settlers. refer officially to measures which ¢ had been adopted” by
1 to the the home government for the rectification of an admitted

s,—and  § evil, and yet was apparently unable to explain the character
cen felt of these measures for the guidance of the assembly in a
yvernor branch of legislation which they were unequivocally invited
pted to to adopt. Such mysterious reticence was in direct opposi-

The | tion to ordinary governmental procedure in similar cases.
the pro- But the local government, never dilatory in business con-
nds, for nected with escheat, prepared a bill entitled ¢ An act for
s being [ effectually revesting in His Majesty, his heirs and successors,
dready- all such lands as are, or may be, liable to forfeiture within
become this island,” which was passed by the assembly and assented
by gov- to by the governor on the second of April, 1803. It did
ssembly seem a mockery of the assembly when that bill was, con~

‘tion to trary to the expectations of the people, disallowed by the
¢ affairs Lhome government, without any reason assigned. A com-
ation of mittee on the state of the colony accordingly drew up «
e to the strong and spirited remonstrance, in which they boldly said :
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¢TIt appears to the committee, and they have the strongest
reason to believe, that the royal assent to the said act for
reinvesting His Majesty with such lands as are or may be
liable to forfeiture within this island, has been graciously
approved by His Majesty.” They then expressed their con-
viction, which was well founded, that the formal royal
allowance had been withheld by means of unfounded repre-
sentations of interested individuals in England. The com-
*mittee sent these resolutions to William and Thomas Knox,
the agents for the island in London, with instructions to use
their utmost efforts to give effect to the remonstrance ; and the

house of assembly also presented an address to the lieu-

tenant-governor, complaining of the efforts that had been
made to render His Majesty’s intentions abortive, requesting
him to transmit their petition and resolutions to Lord Castle-
reagh, and duplicates to the Earl of Liverpool, president of
the Committee of the Privy Council for Trade and Planta-
tions. The house alzo appointed a committee, consisting of
Holland, Macgowan, Stewart, Palmer, and Macdonald, to
draw up a new bill, substantially the same as the former,
which was duly passed. Nothing was wanting on the
part of the assembly to neutralize the influence brought to
bear in London in order to frustrate their intentions; and
if the British government had not on this occasion lost its
usual character for consistency and adherence to principles,
so explicitly enunciated, the royal intentions, as intimated
by the lieutenant-governor, would have been honestly carried
out. The period was one of great political excitement in
London. Lord Hobart, through whom the governor had
received a solemn promise that the evil complained of would
be rectified, had given place in the colonial secretaryship to
the exciteable Castlereagh, and the solemn obligations of
office appear to have Lren forgotten in the political fermen-
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tation of the moment. It would be difficult to point out, in
the history of the British colonial administration, another

instance where the dictates of political consistency and

\ir con- honor were so flagrantly disregarded as in the case under
| roval review. ; |
repre The influence exerted on government Ly the proprietors
eom. re<ident in London scemed irresistible, and was such as no
m:-()m- government of our time could tolerate. The key to their
Knox, power seems to be found in thi-ciscninshagioss INMELhEy wes,
to use for the most part, men in intimate social relations with
aml_ﬂle parties in office, and, moreover, mainly consisted of officers
e lieu- who were supposed to have rendered good service in tie. of
d D::L‘H war, and whose complaints or representations, therefore,
uesting

Castle-
dent of
Planta-

sting of

commanded at all times the royal consideration and sym-
pathy. The proprietors, besides, cultivated the good-will
and friendship of the under-secretaries, and other secondary
government officials, who kept them informed of what was

going on, and contributed in many indirect ways to promote
1ald, to

former,
on the

their views.  Mr. Stuart, in his letters to Governor Patterson,
—who was by no means distinguished for the suaviter in

modo,—frequently urged him to write certain persons in the
ught to e % i ST E
1 government offices in a conciliatory and friendly manner, as

s; an : .
1’ e he was convinced that they could exert no small influence
ost 1ts . . = &
1 in behalf of his interests. The proprietors not only suc-
neiples : : 7
! i ceeded in preventing the resolutions commended by the
mated o . .
o 3 Duke of Portland from leading to any practical result, but
carrie : L ; ; : B
s also in obtaining, in 1802, an important reduction in the
nent 1 . . . . :
i quitrents which remained unpaid, and which now amounted

or hac o :
: to the large sum of fifty-nine thousand one hundred and

sixty-two pounds sterling; the sum due on some of the
townships being actually move than their estimated value.
Jn order to discriminate between the proprietors who had
exerted themselves to carry out the terms of their grants,
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and those who had not, the government divided the commu-
tation into four classes, requiring from the proprietors who
had on their property the necessary number of settlers only
five years’ quitrents, instead of thirty-two years’,—namely,
from 1769 to 1801,—and making a proportionate deduction
in the case of the four other classes. But as evidence of
the determination of many of the landowners not to con-
form to the law, and their confidence in their own power to
set the regulations of government at defiance,—as they had
hitherto systematically done,—it may be here stated, that
even the reduced amount does not seem to have been paid ;
and it was mainly in consequence of such daring and long-
continued violation of obligation that the people, from time
to time, in paroxysms of just indignation, demanded the
establishment of courts of escheat.

In 1794, Prince Edward—afterwards Duke of Kent, and
father of Her Majesty the Queen—arrived in Halifax. In
that year two provincial companies were raised for the pro-
tection of the island, and when His Royal Highness became
commander-in-chief of the forces in British North America,
he ordered new barracks to be erected at Charlottetown, and
defensive works for the protection of the harbor to be con-
structed. The Duke never visited the island, but its inhabit-
ants werc duly sensible of the practical interest he took in
its welfare ; and having determined that its name should be
changed, on account of the mistakes incident to other towns
bearing the same designation, a local act was introduced in
1798, which changed the name to Prince Edward Island,
which act received the royal allowance on the first of
February, 1799. We find that in the year 1780, an act
for altering the name of the island from Saint John to that
of New Ireland was passed in the assembly with a suspend-
ing clause. In a letter addressed by Mr. Stuart to governor
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mu- Patterson, dated the third of March, 1781, he says: *¢ Your
who passing an act to change the name of the island is con-
only sidered as a most unprecedented instance of irregularity.
wely, 5 The reasons you give why it should be changed are admitted
stion to be of some force, but they insist upon it that you ought,
e of in common decency, to have set forth those reasons in a
con- petition to the King, instead of passing a presumptuous act

er to which is neither warranted by law nor usage.” This act
* had was, of course, disallowed; but the governor did not lose
that sight of the hint as to petitioning, as appears from a passage
yaid ; in another letter from Stuart to Governor Patterson, dated

long- October, 1783, in which he says: I am not unmindful of
time your petition for changing the name of the island, but I

1 the keep it back till we shall have carried points of more

importance. 'When they are accomplished, I shall bring it
, and forward.” Had the first application been made by petition
e Iy to the King, it is extremely probable that the proposed

; pro- change of name would have been adopted.
came Besides the two companies mentioned, a light infantry

rica, company and three troops of volunteer horse were formed
, and in the island, who were handsomely clothed and mounted
con- at their own expense, and armed at the expense of the
1abit- government ; at this time every man from sixteen to sixty

ok in years of age was subject to the militia laws. These wise pre-
1d be cautions prevented any hostile descent on the island during
;0OwWns the war, and tended to infuse a spirit of self-reliance and
ted in patriotic ardor into the community.

sland, If the reduction of the quitrents failed as an inducement
st of to the proprietors to pay what was now really due to govern-
n act ment, it did not fail to lead to brisk business in the sale of
) that property, for from the commutation to the year 1806, nearly
pend- a third of the entire land in the island had been transferred
‘ernor by purchase to persons, many of whom were really deter
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mined, by industry and strict regard to law, to make the Yale
venture permanently profitable, reguls
The year 1803 was remarkable in the history of the of Ba
island for a large immigration of highlanders from Scotland. honor
The Earl of Selkirk brought out to his property about eight aree
hundred souls. They were located on land north and south North
of Point Prim, which had been previously occupied by attorn
1] French settlers, but a large portion of which was now again ted to
| covered with wood, and thus rendered difficult of cultiva- the tr
| tion. Many of his lordship’s tenants became successful lowed
' settlera. ment,
Lieutenant-General Fanuing’s connection with the island, his co
as governor, terminated in 1804. During his administration of No
the island did not make any remarkable progress in its in tha
various iuterests ; but Mr. John McGregor,—a native of the dismis
island, and of whom we shall have more to say by-and-bye,— the pt

| in his work on British North America, has hardly done the lina.
! general justice, in” representing him as of very ¢ obscure a corpy
| origin, and owing his future to circumstances, the advantages a bod
! of which he had the finesse to seize.” General Edmund whose
Fanning was a native of America, and was born in the ing rel
Province of New York, on the twenty-fourth of April, 1739, Tryon
Ee was the son of James Fanning, a captain in the British press a
service, and of his second wife Mary Swmith, daughter of Goverr
Colonel William Smith, who for some time a iministered the the ins
government of New York, and was sole proprietor of Smith defeate
Town, on Long Island. The paternal erandfather of Inth
General Fanning came to America, from Ireland, with recomn
Earl Bellemont, in 1699. in Nor
; Captain James Fanning, having disposed of his com- Justice
{ mission while in England, returned to New York in 1748, mouth,
when his son Edmund, then in the ninth year of his age, stating
was sent to a preparatory school, and thence removed to his wis]
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Yale College, New Haven, where, after going through the
regular course of collegiate studies, he received the degrees
of Bacheler and Master of Arts; and in 1774 he was
honored by the University of Oxford, England, with the de-
gree of Doctor of Civil Law. From college he proceeded to
North Carolina, where, after studying two years under the
attorney general of that province, he was, in 1762, admit-
ted to the bar. He was successful in his profession; but
the troubles of the eventful period in America which fol-
lowed the passing of the Stamp Act by the British Parlia-
ment, induced him to enter the civil and military service of
his country. In 1765 he was appointed by Governor Tryon
of North Carolina one of the Judges of the Supreme Court
in that province in the room of Mr. Justice Moore, who was
dismissed from office upon the supposition of Lis favoring
the public commotions at the time existing in North Caro-
lina. In 1768 he raised, at the request of Governor Tryon,
a corps of eight hundred provincials to oppose and put down

a body of insurgents who styled themselves regulators,

whose object was to rescue from trial and punishment lead-

ing rebels.  In 1771 he was again called upon by Governor
Tryon to raise and embody a corps of provincials to sup-
press an insurrection in North Carolina, and was second to
Governor Tryon at the battle of Allamance, in which action
the insurgents, to the number of twelve thousand, were totally
defeated.

In the year 1773 Colonel Fanning went to England, strongly
recommended to His Majesty’s ministers for his services
in North Carolina. Having applied for the office of Chief
Justice of Jamaica, he received a letter fron Lord Dart-
mouth, then secretary of state for the Americau department,
stating that it was impossible in this case to comply with
his wishes, but that he should have the first vacant post that
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might be deemed worthy of his services. Iaving received d mer
this assurance, he returned to America. Two months after for
his arrival at New York, he was appointed to the office of that
surveyor general of that province, the annual fees of which the
were said to be worth two thousand two hundred pounds lette
sterling. But in the following year Colonel Fanning was ing
driven from his house in New York, and took refuge on Colc
board the Asia, ship of war. He afterwards served in the dire
army, having raised a regiment called ¢“The King’s Ameri- vice
can Regiment.” During the war he was twice wounded. shot
There is ample proof that he discharged his military duties ; Add
with courage and ability. ture
On the 24th of February, 1783, Colonel Fanning was jury
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Secotia, an appoint- 1 acco
ment which he aceepted with a promise from Lords Sydaey to 1
and North that it should lead to something better. Subse- men
quently John Parr was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of salal
Nova Scotia, and, as previously stated, Governor Fanning 178¢
was ordered to relieve Governor Patterson, of Prince Ed- : his 1
ward Island, which he did in the confident expectation that of F
he should succeed to the government of Nova Scotia on the H
retirement or death of Parr. In 1791 Fanning was informed Des]
of the death of Parr by a letter from Richard Buckeley, ; day
president of the council of Nova Scotia, who concluded by Chas
saying, ‘‘ as the government of this province, by His Ma- : who
Jesty’s late instructions, devolves on you, as senior lieuten- duri
ant-governor, I accordingly give you early noiice of the in T
racancy.” This information was received too late in the nintl
autumn to admit of Governor Fanning’s proceeding to Hali- 1775
fax, and while making preparations for going thither, he was whic
informed that the position was conferred on Mr. Wentworth, the .
—intelligence which caused him great disappointment, as he 1820
had well-founded expectations of succeeding to the govern- servs



THE REV. THEOPHILUS DESBRISAY. 59

ment of Nova Scotia. The governor applied immediately
for leave of absence, but was politely refused, on the ground
that his absence might, in time of war, prove Jangerous to
the island.  After repeated applications, he at last received a
letter from Lord Hobart, dated the 6th of May, 1804, grant-
ing him liberty to return to England after the arrival of
Colonel DesBarres, and informing him that His Majesty had
directed that, in consideration of his long and faithful ser-
vices, a provision at the rate of five hundred pounds sterling
should be made for him yearly in the estimates of the island.
Addresses were presented to the governor before his depar-
ture, by the council, the respective counties, and the grand
jury of the Island. In 1816 General Fanning closed his
accounts at the audit office, when Ilis Majesty’s ministers,
to mark their approval of his administration of the govern-
ment of the island, directed a retrospective increase of his
salary from the period of his appointment to the cclony, in
1786, to that of his retirement. General Fanning died at
his residence in Upper Seymore Street, London, on the 28th

of February, 1818, in the seventy-ninth year of his age.
Here we introduce to our readers the Rev. Theophilus
DesBrisay, who, by royal warrant, dated the twenty-first
day of September, 1774, was appointed to ¢ the parish of
Charlotte.” Mr. DesBrisay was the son of the gentleman
who has been mentioned as administrator of the island

during the absence of Governor Patterson. He was born
in Thurles, in the County of Tipperary, Ireland, on the
ninth of October, 1754, arrived in the island in the year
1775, and was rector of Charlotte Parish till his death,
which occurred on the fourteenth of March, 1823. He was
the only protestant clergyman on the island till the year
1820; was a man of sterling character, and a faiilful
servant of the Divine Master. Like Bishop McEachern
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and others, he was subjected, in the faithful discharge of

his sacred duty, to privations of which the present genera-

tion have no adequate conception.*

* In Dr. Patterson’s memoir of the late Rev. Dr. James Macgregor, there
is an interesting reference to an interview which the latter eminent mis-
sionary had with Mr. DesBrisay. “I afterwards,” wrote Dr. Macgregor, «Co
‘‘became acquainted with him, and was always welcome to preach in his- a
church, which I uniformly did when I could make it convenient. His kind--
ness ended not but with his life.” Dr, Macgregor states incidentally that
at this period Charlottetown was a wicked place. We may safely aflirm
that it was not more wicked than any other seaport of its population..
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CHAPTER 1V,

«Colonel F. W. DesBarres, successor to General Fanning—His characier as
a Governor—Succeeded by Charles Douglas Smith—Ilis character as dis-
played in Lis opening address—Proclamation of immunity from Pro-
prietory conditions—Opprezsive measures in regard to Quitrents—John
MecGregor, Sheriff—Public meetings called in the Counties—Tyranny of
the Governor exposed—Arrival of Colonel Ready, and departure of Smith.

"N July, 1805, Colonel Joseph F. W. DesBarres arrived
I in the island for the purpose of succeeding Governor
Fanning. Ile was a man well advanced in life, and
had held for some time the position of Licutenant-Governor of

Cape Breton, when that island was a separate province.
His administration was notable for the occurrence of three
important events, namely, the official announcement to the
assembly that the act of 1803, which was intended to invest
in the Crown the lands on which arrears had not been paid,
was disallowed ; the passing of the important resolutions of
the assembly, to which reference has been already made,
condemning the disallowazce as grossly unjust, and in direct
opposition to a settled and declared imperial policy ; and the
declaration of war by the United States against Great
Britain. Colonel DesBarres is said to have been a man of
cultivated mind, who, during bis administration, strictly
adhered to the official line of duty; and if he did not origi-
nate, during the eight years he was in office, any measure
which could be regarded as of striking public utility, he gave
no evidence of a selfish or tyrannical disposition, which is
more than could be affirmed of his successor, Charles
Douglas Smith,—a brother of Sir Sydney Smith,—who
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succeeded DesBarres in 1813. The assembly met in No-- bein
vember of the samc year. The address which the governor- offe;
delivered on that occasion was such as indicated the temper they
of the man: it was dictatorial and insolent in its tone. T],;
He prorogued the house in January, and indicated his rent
estimate of the utility of the popular branch of the legisla-- not
ture by not again convening it till July, 1817. Its proceed-- New
ings in that year were not satisfactory to the governor, who the {
was determined to shackle the members and prevent them Ldw
from adopting any measures which did not accord with his be k
own notions of propriety. His excellency accordingly dis-- for t
solved the house, and a new one was convened in 1818,. with
which, proving quite as refractory as the previous one, This
was also suddenly dissolved, and another elected in 1820. gard
On the eighth of October, 1816, the governor had pub-- etors
lished a proclamation in which he intimated that the King- In
had graciously resolved to extend to the proprietors of land anot]
in the island immunity from certain forfeitures to which : the £,
they were liable by the conditions of their original grants,. publi
and also to grant the remission of certain arrears of quitrent,. warn
and fix a scale for future payment of quitrent. But the- paym
governor, before the amount of quitrent to be exacted had two
been determined by the home government, directed the- and ¢t
acting receiver general to proceed, in January, 1818, to- proce
enforce payment of the arrears which had occurred between : was ¢
June, 1816, and December, 1817, on the old scale. Much ‘ the p
distress was occasioned by these proceedings; and on the ‘ notes
matter being represented to the home government, orders were- : stock
issued to discontinue further action, and to refund the money by hi
exacted above the rate of two shillings for every hundred | n;niv(
acres. It was at the same time intimated that the new rate- the fic
would be rigidly exacted in future; but the years 1819, K had a
1820, and 1821 passed over without any public demand : bailiff
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Jo-- being made. Several proprictors, during that period, had

nor- offered payment to the acting receiver general, by whom
per they were informed that he had no authority to receive it.
=y The impression was therefore prevalent that no further quit-
his rent would be demanded, more especially as payment was

Tac: not exacted in the neighboring provinces of Nova Scotia and
sla =} =]
bade- New Brunswick. But on the twenty-sixth of June, 1822,

who the following notice was posted up in Charlottetown by John
hem Edward Carmichael, the receiver general: ¢ This office will
L his be kept open from the first to the fourteenth of July, ensuing,
Fiae for the payment of all arrears of quitrent due and payable

within this island. Office hours, from ten till two o’clock.”
818,. ;

one, This demand not being peremptory in its terms, was disre-
) garded by many who saw it, and the great body of propri-

pub-- etors in the country never heard of the notice.
King- In December, 1822, the acting receiver general posu .« up

land another notice, intimating that payments must be made by
vhich the fourteenth of January ; but no steps were taken to give due

-ants,. publicity to the notice throughout the island, neither was any
trent,. warning given to the proprietors as to the consequences of non-

t the- payment. In January a distress was taken on the lands of
1 had two of the principal proprictors on townships thirty-six
1 the- | and thirty-seven. Immediately after doing this, the officers
8, to- proceeded to the eastern district of King’s County, which
tween was one of the most populous on the island, and astonished
Much f the people by demanding instant payment, or promissory
yn the- ‘ notes payable in ten days, on pain of having their land and
s were- stock disposed of by public sale. This district was inhabited

money by highlanders, who spoke no other language than their
mdred | native Geelic. Men who would have faced an open foe in

w rate- the field, with the courage characteristic of the Celtic race,
1819,. E had a profound respect for law, and dread and horror of the
emand ! bailiff'; and, in order io pay the demand so suddenly and
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unexpectedly made, many of the poor fellows loaded their
the m

lottetc
Thi
did nc
and hq
office

carts with such produce as they could collect, and began a
Jjourney of from fifty to sixty miles to Charlottetown, in the
_depth of winter, in order to redeem the notes which they
had given to the heartless myrmidons of the law. The
sudden influx of grain into the market thus produced, caused
a great decline in prices.  This, with the suffering occasioned i
by the long journey, roused public indignation, and the peo- Lown;

term ¢
at the

Stewa

ple resolved to hold meetings in the respective counties, and
take measures for their own protection against the tyranny to
which they were subjected. At thistime, John McGregor, sub-
sequently Secretary tothe Board of Tradein London, and M. P.
tor Glasgow, was high sheriff of the island, and a requisition
was immediately drawn up and presented to him. It began
in the following terms:  We, His Majesty’s loyal subjects,
freeholders and householders in different parts of this island,

presen
the ae
were f
(“Dn.\‘cq
On
sheriff

in the present alarming and distressing state thereof,—
Snow ¢

threatened at this time with proceedings on the part of the
. e il o . - X & . » 4)“.\-]‘, ¢
acting receiver general of quitrents, the immediate ecffect ]

whereof cannot fail to involve a great part of the community the utn

in absolute ruin,—feel ourselves irresistably impelled—when “;?"C p
the island has been nearly three years deprived of that con- King,
stitutional proteetion and support which might be expected was sai
Years,
when h
thus fa
conditig
court of
proclam
cution t

charged

from our colonial legzislature—to call upon you, as high
sheriff of the island, to appoint general meetings of the
inhabitants to be held in the three counties into which this
island is divided, that they may have an opportunity, accord-
ing to the accustomed practice of the parent country, of
consulting together for the general benefit, and joining in
laying such a state of the colony at the foot of the Throne,
for the information of our most gracious Sovereign, as the
present circumstances thereof require.” The requisition
was signed by forty individuals, and the sheriff appointed

assembl
in Nove
that pur,
1
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their
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the meetings to be held at certain specified dates at Char-
lottetown, St. Peter’s, and Princetown.

This very legitimate procedure on the part of the people
did not accord with Governor Smith’s notions of propriety,
and he deemed it proper to remove ‘Ir. McGregor from the
office of sheriff, and to confer it on his late deputy, Mr.
Townshend. On the eighteenth of February, the Hilary
term of the supreme court commenced, and Mr. Townshend,

joned

e POU‘

s, and . .

s at the request of the governor, struck out the name of John
y to ] o . ops

e Stewart from the panel. During the term, petitions were

r, sub-
M.P.

isition

presented to the grand jury, complaining of the conduct of
the acting receiver general and his deputies, and true bills
were found against the latter; but no trial took place i
consequence of the interference of the governor.

On the sixth of March, the first meeting called by the
sheriff’ took place at Charlottetown. Considering the deep

began
\)j\“,'i,*'.
island,

reof,— snow on the ground and the state of the roads, it was numer-

of S]W ously attended, and the proceedings were conducted with
1 Cﬁk_‘(.'t the utmost order and regularity. A number of resolutions
ot were passed, which were embodied in an address to the
_‘“'hm King, containing grave charges against the governor. It
at con-

was said that, though he had resided on the island for ten
vears, he had only been once absent from Charlottetown,
when he ventured to drive eightecen miles into the country,
thus failing to make himself acquainted with its actual
condition. He was charged with illegally constituting a
court of escheat in 1818, and, in violation of his own public
proclamation of the 8th of October, 1818, harassing by prose-
cution the tenants of township number fifty-five. He was
charged with refusing to receive an address from the house of
assembly in answer to his speech at the opening of the session

xpu-twl
as high
of the
iich this
accord-
ntry, of
ining in
Throne,

,, as the

S : - :
(1“‘“_“"“l in November, 1818, though he had appointed an hour for
ippornteC that purpose. In addition to this public insult, he was accused

F
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of sending a message, on the fifteenth of December, to the the |
assembly, requiring both houses to adjourn to the fifth of “.m.:
January following; and before the business in which they muce
were then occupied was finished, and when the lower house Maj
was on the point of adjourning, in accordance with the said subn
message, it was insulted by Mr. Carmichael, the lieutenant- on a
governor’s son-in-law and secretary, who, advancing within the
the bar, addressed the speaker loudly in these words: ¢ M. the ¢
Speaker, if you sit in that chair one minute longer, this to it
house will be immediately dissolved,” at the same time legis
shaking his fist at the speaker; and while the house was addr
engaged in considering the means of punishing this insult, of w]
the licutenant-governor sent for the speaker, and, holding Or
up his watch to him, said he would allow the house three whic
minutes, before the expiration of which, if it did not adjourn, as ch
he would resort to an immediate dissolution ; and this extra- and
ordinary conduct was soon after followed by a prorogation Mr. ;
of the legislature, in consequence of the house having com-  § of O
mitted to jail the lieutenant-governor’s son for breaking the ~ charg
windows of the apartment in which the house was then chang
sitting. The lieutenant-governor was also charged with comp
screening Thomas Tremlet, the chief justice of the island, comn
from thirteen serious charges preferred against him by the addre
house. He was also accused of degrading the council by ment,
making Mr. Ambrose Lane, a lieutenant of the 98th regi- serge;
ment, on half pay, and then town major of Charlottetown, a evide
member of it, without having any claim to the position, save him 1
that of having recently married a daughter of the lieutenant- the li
governor. Another member was a Mr. William Pleace, Mr. £
who came to the island a few years previously as a clerk to a hours
mercantile establishment ; from which trust he was dismissed, him 1
and then kept a petty shop of his own, where he retailed petitic
spirits. These were some of the charges brought against been t
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. the the governor, and the address concluded with the following
h of words: ¢ That your Majesty’s humble petitioners regret

they much the necessity they are under of approaching your
Louse Majesty’s sacred person in the language of complaint now

caid submitted to your paternal consideration, and humbly trust,
pant- on a full review thereof, your Majesty will be satisfied that
athin the further continuance of Lieutenant-Governor Smith in

¢ Mr. the command of your Majesty’s island must be distressing
this to its inhabitants, and, by preventing the usual course of

time legislative proceedings, greatly impede its prosperity.” The
» was addresses, adopted by the other counties were similar to that

nsult, of which we have just given a sketch.
lding One of the accusations brought against the governor,

three which has not yet been mentioned, was, that he permitted,
journ, as chancellor of a court over which he himself presided, heavy
extra- and vexatious additions to the fees since the appointment of

gation Mr. Ambrose Lane as registrar and master. On the fourteenth
.o(.om_ of October, the licutenant-governor, on preteuace that this
)“g the charge was a gross libel and contempt of the court of
s then chancery, commenced proceedings before himself—on the

1 with complaint of his son-in-law—against the members of the
island, committee appointed by Queen’s County to manage the

by the address to the King, who were all served with an attach-
il by ment, and subsequently committed to the custody of a
h regi- sergeant-at-arms.  The object of these proccedings was
oWD, & evidently to get hold of Mr. Stewart, in order to prevent
n. save him from going to England with the petitions,—of which
5 . 7 s 7
‘taneit- 8 the lieutenant-governor had determined to get possession.

Pleace, Mr. Stewart only got notice of the governor’s intentions twa
erk to 2 hours before officers arrived at his house on purpose to take

aaaied. him into custody ; but he escaped to Nova Scotia with the
retailed petitions, and thence proceeded to England. Had Stewart
against been taken into custody, there would, doubtless, have been a
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rebellion in the island, for the people were exasperated. I
l}'
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Chagrined beyond measure at Stewart’s escape, the lieu-
tenant-governor determined to lay a heavy fine on the other
members of the committee, and sequestrators were appointed
to enter upon their property and secure the amount; but
being now alarmed at unmistakeable symptoms of a popular
tumult, he prudently ordered proceedings to be delayed till
his judgment could be enforced. The defence was ably
conducted by Messrs. Binns and Hodgson.

On Saturday morning, the twenty-sixth of July, 1823,
appeared the first number of the Prince Edward Island
Register, printed and edited by James D. Haszard, in which
newspaper all the proceedings to which we have alluded
were published. For the publication of these, Mr. Haszard
was served with an order to appear at the bar of the court
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of chancery, being accused as guilty of a contemptuous libel
against the court and the officers of the court. Mr, Palmer
was agent for the prosecutor. Mr. Haszard was asked if he
would disclose the authors of the publication complained of,
—which he agreed to do. The parties were Messrs. Stewart,
McGregor, Mabey, Dockendorff, Owen, and McDonald.
Addressing himself to Mr. Haszard, the chancellor said : ¢ I
compassionate your youth and inexperience; did I not do
s0, 1 would lay you by the heels long enough for you to
remember it. You have delivered your evidence fairly,
plainly, clearly, and as became a man; but I caution you,
when you publish anything again, keep clear, sir, of a
chancellor ! Beware, sir, of a chancellor!” And with this
solemn admonition, Mr. Haszard was dismissed from the
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But the rule of the chancellor was destined not to be of
much longer duration; for on Thursday, the twenty-first of
October, 1824, His Excellency Colonel Ready, accompanied

of gov.
the chs
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by Mr. Stewart, arrived in a brig from Bristol, after a
passage of twenty-cight days. ¢ He was londly cheered on
landing by a great concourse of spectators, and was received
on the wharf by a guard of the 81st regiment and a number
of the most respectable inhabitants.” A public meeting of
the inhabitants, called by the sheriff, Mr. William Pope, was
held for the purpose of voting an address to the lieutenant-
governor. Colonel Holland, Mr. Hodgson, and Mr. Binns
were appointed to prepare it. ‘¢ We feel,” said the inhabit-
ants, ‘‘ the utmost confidence that the harmony which ought
always to exist between the government and the people is
perfectly established, and that your excelleney will believe
that loyalty, obedience to the laws, and a love of order is
the character of the inhabitants of Charlottetown. We
cannot omit on this occasion to express our unfeigned
gratitude and thanks for the attention which His Majesty
has been graciously pleased to pay to the interests of this
colony, in confiding its government to your excellency’s
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hands, and to add our most fervent wishes ihat your admin-
istration of it may be long and happy.”” The town was
illuminated in the evening, and, to the credit of the inhab-
itants of Charlottetown, the exuberance of joy and festivity
on the occasion was not marred by any impropriety, or
insult to the man who had exercised his functions with a
harshness and tyranny which made him the most unpopular
governor who ever ruled on the island. The new governor
was entertained at dinner in the Wellington Hotel. John
Stewart was chairman, and the Honorable George Wright
croupier. It is only fair to say, that an address was pre-
sented to the late governor, previous to his embarkation for
England, signed by the members of council, principal officers
of government, and two justices of the peace. Considering
the character of Governor Smith’s administration, there is a

be of
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spice of humor in the following portion of his reply: ¢ I

assure you I must ever feel a high interest in the prosperity
of a colony whose welfare, it is well known to many of you,
I have unceasingly watched over. It is my confident hope,
as well as my fervent wish, that the island may continue to
flourish nnder my successor, aided as he will be by the same
support and advice from which I have myself so much and

so generally benefited.”
: J fron
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CHAPTER V.

Governer Ready desires to govern constitutionally—Energetic legislation—
George Wright, Administrator—Change in the mode of paying Customhouse
Officials—Fire in Miramichi—Petitions of Roman Catholics to be relieved
from civil disabilities—Proceedings of the Assembly touching the question
—Dispute between the Council and Assembly—Catholic Emancipation—
The Agricultural Society—Death of George the Fourth—Cobbett on Prince
Edward Island—Colonel Ready succeeded by A. W. Young—The Census
—Death of Governor Young--Biographical Sketch of him.

P

.;]" OVERNOR SMITH dclighted in autoeratical rule, and

I had not called an assembly together since 1820 ; but

¢&4 Governor Ready, wishing to govern the island in a

more constitutional manner, summoned, on his accession to
office, a new house, which met in January, 1825, and pro-
ceeded to business with some degree of spirit and earnest-
ness. Acts were passed for the encouragemert of education,
for regulating juries and declaring their qualifications, for
regulating the fisheries, for limiting and declaring the juris-
diction of justices of the peace, for empowering the governor
to appoint commissioners to issue treasury notes to the extent
of five thousand pounds, and for increasing the revenue by
taxation. Another session of the house was held in October
of the same year, when the house displayed equal energy
and diligence in transacting the public business. John
Stewart was speaker, and the members elected for Char-
lottetown were Robert Hodgson and Paui Mabey. Mr.
Samuel Nelson was an unsuccessful candidate for the town.
He had been accused of not signing the address to the King,
praying for the recall of Governor Smith. In his reply to
that charge, Mr. Nelson stated a fact which shows the
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inherent meanness of the late governor in his treatment of cent]
the people. ¢ Governor Smith,” said Mr. Nelson, ‘¢ never the 1
did anything for me. On the contrary, he broke me as a and
captain in the militia, and when I was putting a porch to my cumy
door he sent a peremptory demand to pull it away.” the
The governor returned to England towards the close of of Al
the year, on private business, and during his absence the passc
government was administered by the Honorable George latio;
Wright. fire ¢
The office.s of customs received in this year official D
instructions from the lords commissioners to discontinue the Rom
exaction of fees after the fifth of January ensuing, as fixed relier
salaries were to be granted to them,—a regulation which fered
extended to all the colonies. time
In this year, eighteen vessels arrived at the island from sessi
Great Britain, and one hundred and twenty-eight from the in a
British colonies. There were imported fifty-four thousand notw
gallons of rum, two thousand five hundred gallons of brandy, pray
three thousand gallons Geneva, and two thousand gallons of to th
wine, which, for a population of about twenty-three thousand, concl
was a large supply. The imports were valued at £85,337, that i
and the exports at £95,426. electi
In the autumn of 1825 an extensive and most destructive ought
fire took place in Miramichi, which swept over an immense Rom:
area, destrcying timber, farm steadings, and cattle. Many electi
of the unfortunate inhabitants perished in the flames, and tion.”
hundreds were left destitute. A liberal collection was made the af
in the island for the relief of the suffering, and a vessel suppo
chartered to convey produce to the scene of the disaster. Mont
The governor returned from England towards the close of the theia
year 1826, and again assumed the reins of government. The the ez
house met in March following. In his opening address, the the qu
gevernor congratulated the house on the improvements re- was o
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MR. CAMERON ON CIVIL DISABILITIES. (o

cently made in the internal communications of the country,—

the western line of road being completed up to Princetown,
and surveys having been made for extending the line to Cas-
cumpec and the North Cape. His excellency also referred to
the advantages which would accrue from the establishment
of an agricultural society. Among other useful measures
passed during the session was one for ascertaining the popu-
lation of the island, and for authorizing the formation of a
fire engine company for Charlottetown.

During the last session a petition was presented by the
Roman catholics of the island, praying that they should be
relieved from those civil disabilities under which they suf-
fered. Consideration of the important subject was at that
time deferred on account of the advanced period of the
session. The subject was now brought up by Mr. Cameror,
in a temperate and sensible speech, in which he stated that,
notwith- anding the predictions of persons hostile to the
prayer of the petitioners, not a single petition was presented
to the house against the proposed change. Mr. Cameron
concluded by proposing the following resolution : ¢ Resolved,
that it is the opinion of this house that the right of voting at
elections of members to serve in the general assembly
ought to be extended to Iis Majesty’s subjects of the
Roman catholic religion within the island, and that the
election laws should be altcred conformable to this resolu-
tion.” A long and animated discussioa took place, in which
the attorney general, Dr. MeAunlay, My, Hedgsoun, aud others
supported it; and Mr. Campbell, Mr. McNeill, and Mr.
Mentgomery led in opposition. On the question being put,
the votes were equal; but the speaker, Mr. Stewart, gave
the casting vote against the resolution, on the ground that
the question had not been settled in Tngland. The speaker
was one of the most enlightened wmen in the assembly, and
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his deeision on this occasion cannot be said to have been in resu
accordance with his general character. Had the resolution be o
passed, the assembly would have had the honor of being in I
advance, on this question, of the parliament of Great effec
Britain. As subjects of the Crown, the Roman catholics, asse
in asking to have a voice in the election of the legislature, and
—whose laws they were bound to obey in common with ate 1
protestants,—claimed no favor, but a right which ought not ;
never to have been withheld, and the subsequent concession origi
of which experience has proved to be as satisfactory in prac- coun
tice as it is equitable in principle. On the presentation of led t
the petition in 1825, a voluminous and very able correspon- sent
dence was carried on in the columns of the Register, in the elabc
conduct of which the best talent in the island, on both the equa
catholic and protestant sides, was enlisted. Theological the ¢
questions, that had no bearing on the sibject in dispute, rejec
were, unhappily, imported into the controversy ; and, what- ; sessi
ever difference of opinion may exist as to the discussion in by t
its religious aspeet, there can be none as to the fact of every expe
argument advanced against the Roman catholic’s right to be ine t
put on an equal footing with the protestant in all matters the u
appertaining to civil and religious liberty, being completely to a1
demolished by the accomplished advocates of the Roman mutu
catholic claims. While the elaborate communications to that .
which we have referred were imbued on both sides with no fu
considerable bitterness, yet, to the credit of the island com- expu
batants, it may be truly said that such bitterness was sweet- tainir
ness itself compared with the venom characteristic of similar had ;
controversies, as carried on at this period in other places. ever,
Fidelity to historical accuracy, at the same time, constrains On
us to state that, while on the part of catholics, as the late |
aggrieved party, whose rights were tyranically and persist- his a,
ently disregarded, paroxysms of irritation were the natural . land
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in result of oppression, no such apology can to the same extent
on be offered in behalf of their opponents.
in In October, 1825, the council passed a resolution to the
sat effect that they would not in future be disposed to give their
es, assent to any bill for appropriating money, unless the sums
re, and services therein contained should be submitted in separ-
ith ate resolutions for their concurrence. 'This resolution was
sht not agreeable to the assembly, who claimed the sole right of
'ljon originating all money bills, and who denied the right of the
ac- council to alter or amend them. This difference of opinion
led to a protracted controversy. In May, 1827, the council
On- sent a message to the assembly, in which the question was

the elaborately argued, to which the assembly retuined an
the equally elaborate reply. The dispute resulted, iu 1827, in
ical the council agreeing to the two principal bills of supply, and
ute, rejecting an ad valorem duty bill; but in the following
hat- session—that of 1828—the appropriation bill was rejected
nin by the council, which obliged the governor to confine the
rery expenditure of the year to purposes of necessity. In meet-
o be ing the house, in 1829, the governor expressed the hope that

tters the unfortunate dispute of the last session would be brought
stely to an amicable adjustment, and recommended a system of

man mutual compromise as the most effectual mode of securing
s to that object. . Although the council had resolved to transact
with no further business with the assembly until the latter body
com- expunged a previous resolution from their journals con-
weet- taining certain imputations on the council, yet the house
nilar had refused to do so. DBusiness communication was, how-
aces. ever, resumed, and continued as if nothing had happened.

rains On the sixth of January, 1825, died Benjamin Chappell,

3 the late postmaster of the island, in the eighty-seventh year of
rsist- his age. He and his brother William emigrated from Eng-
wtural ; land in the year 1775. They owned one of the firsu packets
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saw the country in its rude and wilderness state, and was
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its gradual progress towards improvement, and few took a
deeper interest in its prosperity. He was a man of sterling
piety, actively devoted to the cause of religion, and may
with truth be considered the founder of the present Metho-
dist establishment of the island. He was personally known
and beloved by John Wesley, who was in the habit of
corresponding with him for many years; and it atforded
Mr. Chappell much delight to detail to his friends many
interesting anecdotes that gre - out of his intimacy with
that great and good man. He was brought up to the mill-
wright business, and was well acquainted with machinery in
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Charlottetowi:, to be designated the ¢ Central Academy,” ]
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vesting the maunagement in a patron and nine trustees. Two

all its extensive branches. He was a man of intelligence
and strong mind, and, with a perfect knowledge of his own
business, possessed a great deal of useful informatiou. 1If a
life of cousistent piety, as expressed in the virtues that dignify
human nature, can cendear a man to society, the memory of
Benjamin Chappell will be long and affectionately cherished
in the island.

In the session of 1829 a select committee of assembly, for
preparing a specific plan on which a bill might be founded
for promoting classical education, presented their report,
recommending the establishment of a classical academy in

count;
deplos
histor
reade)

masters were to be employed, cach to receive a salary of
one hundred and fifty pounds a year; and no religious test
was to be permitted. A bill in conformity with these rec-
ommendations was accordingly introduced and sanctioned. time

The most important act passc. n the session of 1830 was ik
one “ for the relief of His Majesty’s Roman catholic sub-  Froy
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DEATH OF GEORGE THE FOURTH. 77

jects.” The agitation for the removal of the disabilities
under which the Roman catholies suffered in the old country
resulted in catholic emancipation ; and the British govern-
ment recommended the adoption of similar measures in the
colonies, which recommendation weakened unreasonable

opposition to the change. The act now passed provided that
all statutes which imposed ou Roman catholics e¢ivil or
political disabilities should be repealed, and that all civil
and military offices and places of trust or profit should be as
open to them as to other portions of the King’s subjects.

The agricultural society, which had been for some time
in operation in the island, was active in accomplishing the
beneficent purposes for which it was established: it en-
couraged improved stock by an annual exhibition and pre-
miums, and imported seeds. District societies were formed
at Saint Eleanor’s and Princetown. The governor took a
practical interest in the operations of the society, of which
the Honorable George Wright was president ; the Honor-
able T. H. Haviland, vice-president; and Mr. Peter Mac-
Gowan, secretary and treasurer.

In August, 1830, intelligence of the death of King George
the Fourth, which had occurred on the twenty-sixth of June,
reached the island. The reign of His Majesty lasted about
ten years and a half; but, including his regency, he was at
the head of the government more than nineteen ycars. He
was succeeded by William the Fourth.

The ignorance which in our days prevails in the old
country respecting the American colonies is not quite so
deplorable as that which existed at the period of the island
history at which we have now arrived. It may amuse the
reader to learn what the celebrated Cobbett thought at this
time of Prince Edward Island, as a home for emigrants,
and of the kind of business that was prosecuted there:
“ From Glasgow,” wrote Cobbett, ¢ the sensible Scots are
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pouring out amain. Those that are poor, and cannot pay in tl
their passage, or can rake together only a trifle, are eases
going to a rascally heap of sand, rock and swamp, called May
Prince Edward Island, in the horrible Gulf of Saint Law- whic
rence ; but when the American vessels come over with indian In th
corn and flour and pork and beef and poultry and eggs veyai
and butter, and cabbages, and green pease, and asparagus a ste
for the soldier, and other tax-eaters that we support upon that havir
lump of worthlessness,—for the lump itself bears nothing but cordi
potatoes,—when these vessels return, the sensible Scots will twice
go back in them for a dollar a head, and not a man of them twely
will be left but bed-ridden persons.” If such are the was 1
doctrines which were taught to the people of Britain by the is
men like Cobbett, what must have been the depth of ignor- : had i
ance respecting the North American colonies which pervaded passe
the masses? The very articles which the islanders were was r
prepared to export to the states, if an inlet for them were In
permitted, were the articles which the foolish grammarian he re
imagined they were importing. He little thought that in June
the capital of this island of “rock” a cargo of whinstones at the
would be very acceptable, and find ready sale. He w;
In September, 1831, Colonel Ready was relieved from the years,
government of the island by the arrival of Lieutenant- day.
Colonel A. W. Young. The departure of Colonel Ready respor
was deeply regretted by the people. His administration was integri
distinguished by activity, energy, and usefulness, constituting lished

a striking contrast to that of his predecessor. During his cernec
retention of office there was a large increase of the popula- which
tion. From the year 1829 to 1831, eighteen hundred and Stuart

forty-four emigrants had arrived, and new life was infused Ag
into the commerce and agriculture of the island. and th

In January, 1832, Governor Young met the house of betwec
assembly for the first time. There was a dread of cholera, bills, v

now raging in Europé, which led to the passing of a measure
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ay in the assembly ‘“to prevent the spread of infectious dis-
e eases.” A day of fasting was appointed in the month of
led May, and, happily, the island was not visited by a pestilence
e which, in other places, laid tens of thousands in the grave.
ian In this year an act was also passed to provide for the con-
veyance of the mails between Charlottetown and Pictou, by

ges
i a steam vessel, a grant of three hundred pounds yearly

that having been voted for that purpose. The service was ac-
but cordingly performed by the Steamer Pocahontas, which ran
will twice a week to Picton,—the cabin passage-monecy being

=]

hem twelve shillings currency. In the following year the census
the was taken, from which it appeared that the population of

L by the island, which, in 1827, had lu;on twenty-three thousand,
nor- had increased to thirty-two thoteand. An act was also
aded passed in this year by which the duration of the assembly
vere was reduced from the period of seven to that of four years.
were In May, 1834, Governor Young went to England, whence
\rian he returned in September, as Sir Aretas W. Young. In

At in June of the same year died John Stewart, of Mount Stewart,
tones at the age of seventy-six. Ile came to the Island in 1778.

He was speaker of the house of assembly for a number of
n the years, and was one of the most useful public men of his
pant- day. We have read much of his private and official cor-

teady respondence, which has led us to form a high opinion of his
1 was integrity, industry, and zeal. His book on the island, pub-

uting lished in 1806, is a reliable work, so far as facts are con-
1z his cerned, though not written with the grace and freedom
ypula- which distinguished the letters of his contemporary, John
d and Stuart, the London agent of the island.

fused A general election took place towards the close of 1834,

and the new house met in January, 1835. A dispute arose
se of between the assembly and the councii, respecting the revenue
olera, bille, which led to the necessary supplies not being granted, .

sasure
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but after a short interval the governor convoked the assem- In
bly in April, and as the result of a previous informal
conference between the disputants, it was arranged that the
revenue bill should be separated from the appropriation bill, ever)
—as a solution of the difficulty,—and thus the dispute termi- . set, t
nated. In consequence of the illness of his excellency, the to d

hors
by a

session of one week’s duration was prorogued by a commis- haviy
sion, who were desired to express to the assembly his excel- o'k
lency’s pleasure at the satisfactory termination of its labors. statio
On Tuesday, the first of December, 1835, His Excellency corps
Sir Aretas William Young died at his official residence in in 16
Charlottetown. At the age of seventeen he obtained an Merit
ensigney, by purchase, in Podmore’s regiment, and a Trini
company, by purchase, in the 13th foot, in 1796. He the &
served with the 13th regiment, in Ireland during the re- 1815,
bellion, and was present with that corps, under the com- from
mand of Sir Charles Colville, in every memorable action regarc
fought in Egypt under the gallant Sir Ralph Abercrombie, under
in 1801, for which he received a medal. He was sub- in 181
sequently- employed for several years in Sicily and of Gr
Gibralter, as aide-de-camp to General the Honorable Henry Diiriis
Edward Cox, the commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean. ford fr
He was promoted, in 1807, to be major in the 97th regiment,
then commanded by Licutenant-General Sir James Lyon,
and served with the 4th division, under Lieutenant-General
Sir Lowry Cole, in the Peninsular campaigns of 1808, and
in subsequent years was engaged in the battles of Vimiera,
Talavera and Busaco, and ‘n the first sicge of Badajoz. retiasl
‘Whenever the division was in movement, the light companies might |
were entrusted to his charge, and during a part of the retreat 18;3
of the army from the frontiers of Portugal to the lines of &

month
comm
memb:
membyg
the co:

for tw
r . : : ; Wi
Torres Vedras, these companies were embodied under his il

rnor,

* command as a licht battalion.
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em- In an affair with the enemy at Tobral, near Lisbon, his
mal horse was shot dead under him; and it has been remarked
the by a distinguished general officer that, on every occasion, in
bill, every difficulty and in many hours of trial, the example he
rmi- set, the steps he trod, led the men cheerfully and fearlessly
the to do their duty. The 97th, owing to its thinned ranks,
mis- having been ordered to England, he was promoted, in 1813,
scel- to a lieutenant-coloneley in the 3rd West India Regiment,
ors. stationed at Trinidad; and, with five companies of that

ency corps, was sent to join the expedition against Guadaloupe
ce in in 1815, and received one of the badges of the Order of

d an Merit, presented by Louis the Eighteenth. On his return to
nd a Trinidad, he was selected by Sir James Leith to command

He the troops in Granada; and, on leaving the regiment in
e re- 1815, received a letter, accompanied with a piece of plate,

com- from the officers, expressive of their unfeigned feelings of
etion regard and esteem for the comfort and happiness experienced
mbie, under his command. On his being ordered back to Trinidad,

sub- in 1816, he was voted the thanks of the council and assembly
and of Granada, with a sword valued at one hundred guineas.
Tenry During the absence, in 1820, of Governor Sir Ralph Wood-
nean. ford from Trinidad, he administered the government for four
ment, months ; and in consideration of the advantage which the
Lyon, community had derived duriag that period by his being a
encral member of the council, was requested still to continue a

8, and member,—to which he acceded, subject to the approval of

miera, the commander of the forces, who, in giving his consent,
dajoz. remarked, that in whatever situation Lieut.-colonel Young
panies might be placed, the public service would be benefited. In
retreat 1823, in again giving up tiie government, which he had held
ines of for two years,—during a second absence of the same gov-
ler his

ernor,—he was presented with four addresses, namely, onc
from the council, one from the Board of Cabildo,—with a
G
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vote of one hundred and fifty guineas to purchase a sword,
and with the request that he would sit for his portrait, to be
placed in their hall as a token of their sense of the efficient
manner in which he had presided over that board, and to
zecord their opinion of the moderation, steadiness, and ability
which, on all occasions, marked his administration; one
from the inhabitants, with a piece of plate, to record their o
gratitude for the integrity and impartiality of his govern-
ment ; and one from the colored inhabitants, acknowledging
their deep sense of the prudence, moderation, and humanity
which distinguished his administration of the government.
On the final disbandment of the 3d West India Regiment,
in the beginning of 1825, he was waited on by a deputation
of the inhabitants of "I'rinidad, with a farewell address, and
with the request of his acceptance of a piece of plate of the

value of two hundred and fifty sovereigns. He was appointed
p % et & . gove
in 1826 to the newly-created office of His Majesty’s Protector T
e s . : 5 1Isua
of Slaves in the colony of Demerara,—the arduous duties of )
. e IO . . een
which he conscientiously performed for five years. He p
- : % afeare At < ot a
retired from the army, by the sale of his commission, in
. e : : color
May, 1826, and was allowed by His Majesty, on the recom- i
s . . sy ! < ons
mendation of the commander-in-chief, to retain the local
grani
o «

of tl
quest
on th
In
Its f

Alex:
his merits, communicated in a despatch from Lord Stanley, My 1

His Majesty conferred on him, on the ninth of July, 1834,
the honor of knighthood.

At the period of his death he was in the fifty-cighth year
of his age, and had thus terminated an honorable career of
forty-one years in the King’s service.

rank of lieutenant-colonel in the West Indies, in considera-
tion of the value of his services, and of the zeal, intelligence,
and gallantry with which he had discharged every duty.
He was gazetted, as already stated, to be governor of Prince
Edward Island, on the twenty-fifth of July, 1831 ; and in con-

sequence of the favorable opinion entertained by the King of
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CHAPTER VI

George Wright, Administrator—Court of Escheat refused—Central Academy
—Severe Frost in September—Dieath of William the Fourth—Educatioual
Condition of the Island—Foreible Resistance to Rent-payving—Rebellion in
Canada—Able Report of Committee of Legislature on Land Question—The
Coronation of Queen Victoria—Mechanics’ Institute formed--Lord Durham
on Land Question—The formation of an Executive, separate from a Legis-

lative Council ordered—>Mr. Cooper a delegate to London.

N the death of Governor Young, the HHonorable George
Wright was sworn in as administrator of the govern-
ment until the appointment of a new governor. In
I*«Inlmry, 1856, Colonel Sir John ILuwy was appointed
governor, and arrived in the island in August,

when the
usual addresses of welcome were prcsvntml

There had
been a popular agitation for some time for the establishment
of a court of escheat, and despatches were received from the
colonial secretary intimating that the prayer of certain peti-
tions, presented to His Majesty on the subject,

could not be
granted.

As we intend to devote, at a more advanced stage
of the narrative, a chapter to the elucidation of the land
question, we refrain at present from any lengthened remarks
on the subject.

In January of this year the Central Academy was opened

Its first teachers were the Rev. Charles Loyd and Mr.
Alexander Brown, formerly teacher of the grammar school
Mr. Loyd, having retired on account of ill health, was
succeeded by the Rev. James Waddell, son of the Rev.
John Waddell, of Truro, N. S.

The governor made a tour through the island for the
purpose of becoming acquainted with its principal inhabit-
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ants, and observing its capabilities and res~.rces. He was

received everywhere with that degree of respect to which
his position entitled him ; and, in replying to the numerous
addresses presented, expressed himself as highly gratified
by the hospitality of the people, and the indications of pro-
gress manifested.

On the seventh of September, 1837, a frost of unprece-
dented severity for the season set in, by which the potato crop
was greatly injured, and cereals were much damaged. Thus
the prospect of & plentiful harvest was blighted in a night

throughout the entire island. The loss thus sustained was

referred to by the governor on opening the assembly in the
spring following ; and he called attention to the expediency
of granting pecuniary aid for the purpose of supplying seed-
grain and potatoes to such of the sufferers as required them.

In March, 1837, Colonel Sir J. Harvey, after being pro-
moted to the rank of major general, was appointed Gov-
ernor of New Brunswick, for which province he left towards
the close of May. After the departure of the governor, the
Honorable George Wright, as senior member of the council,
took the oath of office, as administrator of the government
until the arrival of Sir Charles Augustus FitzRoy, who was
appointed to succeed Sir John Harvey. The new governor
arrived in June.

On the twentieth of June, William the Fourth died. In-
telligence of His Majesty’s death reached the island towards
the close of July. On the twenty-first of July, Queen
Victoria was proclaimed in London.

The first official visitor of schools was appointed this
year, in the person of Mr. John McNeill, who, in his report for
the year, gave the number of schools in the three counties
as fifty-one, and the number of scholars as fifteen hundred
and thirty-three. In his report, Mr. McNeill gives us an

at
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e interesting peep at the educational condition of the country
ieh at this period, specifying the various causes to which the ex-
?u;sl treme deficiency of the educational machinery was attribut-
ie

able. In many of the setilements the inhabitants were

o poor, and having to struggle with numerous difficulties in

procuring subsistence for their children, their education was
sce-

rop
‘hus
ight
was
| the
ency

regarded as a matter of secondary importance. Little en-
couragement was, in most cases, held out to teachers of
character and quaiification, and the precarious mode in which
their salaries were paid operated powerfully as a bar in the
way of educational advancement. Hence it not unfre-
quently happened, when the necessary literary attainments
were wanting, that it was only persons of shipwrecked
chaiucter, and blasted prospects in life, who had assumed
the important office of schoolmaster. I must also men-
tion,” reported Mr. McNeill, ¢ another practice which is

seed-
hem.
pro-

Gov- too prevalent in the country, and which, T conceive, is ex-
vards ceedingly injurious to the respectability of the teacher in the
ry ﬂ.‘e eyes of his pupils, and, consequently, hurtful to his useful-
ancil, ness,—that is: receiving his board by going about from
ment house to house; in which case he is regarded, both by

0 was parents and children, as little better than a common menial.”

Mr. McNeill's suggestions, by way of reformation, were
judicious and well put. He held the situation of visitor for
. In- ten years, and seems to have been well qualified for the
ywards post. When Le vacated the situation, in 1847, there were
Queen one hundred and twenty schools, of all grades, and over
five thousand scholars.

7ernor

»d this

The new governor visited all the principal districts of the
sort for

island, and, as the result of his inquiries and observations,
ounties addressed a circular to the proprietors of land, in which he
advocated the granting of important concessions to the
tenantry, with a view of allaying the agitation for escheat,

qundred
3 us an
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i i and removing any just grounds of complaint. The governor col
| stated to the proprietors that it was impossible for any one, at
unacquainted with the local circumstances of a new colony, wh
i to form a correct estimate of the difficulties and privations allc
, 11 which the past settlers on wilderness lands had to encounter. or
i He said it was a long series of years before he could obtain she
from the soil more than a bare subsistence for himself and r
his family, notwithstanding the most unwearied perseverance the
and industry. It ought not, therefore, to be matter for sur- cols
prise that, although hé might be ready and willing to pay a be
fair equivalent, either in rent or ofherwise, for the land act:
occupied, he should feel dismayed at the prospect of being cha
! deprived of the hard-carned fruits of the labor of the earliest and
L and best years of his manhood, whether from an accumula- 1
i tion of heavy arrears of rent, which he was unable to realize Car
from the land, or from the refusal of the proprietor to grant but
him a tenure of sufficient endurance to ensure to his family inec
i the profits of his industry ; and this, probably, in the decline ] few
Il of life, with a constitution broken, and health impaired by sery
‘ incessant toil. In these circumstances it could not be matter : troc
} for surprise that he should be discontented with his lot, or that rebe
i he should instil hostile feelings into the minds of his family, 1
and be ready to lend a willing ear to proposals, however gov.
. 1 fallacious, which held out a hope of relief. Tand
0 e After alluding to the fact, that the high sheriff of King’s act
H County had been recently resisted by a considerable body of mer
[ : armed men, while engaged in enforcing an execution on a tuni
* judgment obtained in the supreme court for rent, and had befo
A his horses barbarously mutilated, he recommended, as a re- doet
medy for the evil, that land-agents should have a discretion- tive
ﬁ ary power to relieve tenants of arrears of rents, in cases an |
f where it was impossibie they could ever pay them ; and that The
z long leases should e granted at the rate customary in the Joh;
|
|
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colony, the rent to be payable in the productions of the soil
at the market prices. He also recommended that, in cases
where long leases were objected to, the tenants should be
allowed to purchase the fee simple at twenty years’ purchase,
or that payment for their improvements, at a fair valuation,
should be ensured on the expiration of their terms.

The governor forwarded a copy of the circular containing
these reasonable suggestions to the secretary of state for the
colonies. This mode of dealing with the tenantry, it may
be here remarked, had already, in numerous instances, been
acted upon with the best results, so that the eflicier.cy of the
change recommended in securing harmony between landlord
and tenant had been most satisfactorily tested.

Towards the close of 1837, a rebellion broke out in
Canada. The insurgents mustered in considerable numbers,
but without sufficient organization, and their leaders—-utterly
incompetent and cowardly—were the first to escape after a
few shots were fired. The militia of the island offered their
services in vindication of the King’s authority; but the
troops in Canada were quite sufficient to extinguish the
rebellion, ere it had attained to any formidable dimensions.

The colonial secretary, Lord Glenelg, transmitted to *the
governor the copy of a memorial from the proprietors of
land, protesting against the royal assent being given to an
act of the legislature of the island for levying an assess-
ment on all lands in the island, and demanding an oppor-
tunity of stating their objections to it, by their counsel,
before the judicial committee of the privy council. This
document was referred to a joint commitice of the legisla-
tive council and assembly, who, in April, 1838, produced
an able and elaborate report in justification of the law.

The committee, of which T. H. Haviland, R. Hodgson,
John Brecken, Joseph Pope, Edward Palmer, and others
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were members, showed that the local expenditure of the

government for the last twelve years had been £107,643, of
which £27,506 had been expended on roads and bridges, to E
the great advantage of the property of the memorialists; of
£13,556 on public buildings and wharfs; and £66,562 for g;.)'
other local purposes. And of these large sums, the whole Wit
amount contributed by the proprietors of the svil had been Poy
only £7,413, leaving the balance of £100,000 to be borne Ject
by the resident consumers of dutiable articles. The com- :"L;
a ¢

mittee fortified their position by extracts from despatches the
sent by Lords Stanley and Glenelg, and. completely instified a6t
the imposition of a tax of four shillings currency on wilder- The
ness lands. The report, when printed, occupied upwards of whi
five newspaper columus, set in minion type, and bore striking gov

evidence of the industry and ability of its framers. ]‘0;

It appears from a despatch from Lord Durham, then p‘ml
governor general of British North America, which we found thre
at Government House in Charlottetown, and which was not me;
published either at the time or subsequently, that Lord gre
Glenelg forwarded this able report, along with other docu- Stat
ments bearing on the subject of escheat, in September, 1838, ,11',;"1(
to his lordship. for the purpose of obtaining his special opinion Towg
on the subject, for the guidance of the home government. Al
It is scarcely necessary to premise, before giving this impor- bee
tant state document, that Lord Durham is considered the heg]
highest authority on those colonial subjects of which he 'NO."
treats in his celebrated report,—a document which will 3;.“;
stand for successive generations as a lasting monument of bees
his ability as a statesman, and which has been and is now mea
recognized as embodying the most masterly exposition of In 1]
colonial questions which has ever been published. ;ti e':
tive
devi
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* CASTLE OF SAINT LEWIS, QUEBEC,
8th October, 1836.

“My Lorp,—I have had the honor of receiving your despatch
of the fifth October, whereby you desire that I will express to
you my judgment on the whole stbject of escheat in the Island
of Prince Edward. After perusing the voluminous documents
with your lordship’s despatch, I do not feel that it is in my
power to add anything to the very full information on the sub-
ject which these documents comprise. The information before
me is now so ample that upon no matter of fact can I entertain
a doubt. Nearly the whole island was alienated in one day by
the Crown, in very large grants, chiefly to absentees, and upon
conditions of settlement which have been wholly disregarded.
The extreme improvidence—I might say the reckless profusion—
which dictated these grants is obvicus: the total neglect of the
government as to enforcing the conditions of the grants is not
less so. The great bulk of the island is still held by absentees,
who hold it as a sort of reversionary interest which requires no
present attention, but may become vrluable some day or other
through the growing want of the inhabitants. But, in the
meantime, the inhabitants of the island are subjected to the
greatest inconvenience—nay, the most serious injury—from the
state of the property in land. The absent proprietors neither
improve the land themselves, nor will let others improve it.
They retain the land and keep it in a state of wilderness. Your
lordship can scarcely conceive the degree of injury inflicted on
a new settlement hewmed in by wilderness land, which has
been placed out of the control of government, and is entirely
neglected by its absent proprietors. This evil pervades British
North America, and has been for many years past a subject of
universal and bitter complaint. The same evil was felt in many
of the states of the American Union, where, however, it has
been remedied by taxation of a penal character,—taxation, I
mean, in the nature of a fine for the abatement of a nuisance.
In Prince Edward Island this evil has attained its maximum.
It has been long and loudly complained of, but withont any
effect. The people, their representative assembly, the la-
tive council, and the governor have cordially conct in
devising a remedy for it. All their efforts have proved i» ain.
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Some influence—it cannot be that of equity or reason—has
steadily counteracted the measures of the colonial legislature.
I cannot imagine it is any other influence than that of the
absentee proprietors resident in England; and in saying so I
do but express the universal opinion of the colony. The only
question, therefore, as it appears to me, is whether that influence
shall prevail against the deliberate acts of the colonial legisla-
ture and the universal complaints of the suffering colonists. I
can have no doubt on the subject. My decided opinion is, that
the royal assent should no longer be withheld from the act of
the colonial legislature.

‘ At the same time, I doubt whether this act will prove a
sufficient remedy for the evil in question. It was but natural
that the colonial legislature—who have found it impossible as
Yyet to obtain any remedy whatever—should hesitate to propose
a sufficient one. TUndeterred by any such consideration,—
relying on the cordial cooperation of the government and par-
liament in the work of imiproving the state of the colonies,—I
had intended, before the receipt of your lordship’s despatch,
and still intend, to suggest a measure which, while it provides a
sufficient remedy for the evil suffered by the colonists, shall also
prove advantageous to the absent proprietors by rendering their
property more valuable. Whether the inhabitants of Prince
Edward Island prefer waiting for the now uncertain results of
a suggestion of mine, or that the act which they have passed
should be at once confirmed, I cannot tell; but I venture earn-
estly to recommend that Her Majesty’s government should be
guided by their wishes on the subject; and in order to ascertain
these, I propose to transmit a copy of the present despatch to
Sir Charles FitzRoy, withi a request that he will, after consulting
with the leading men of the colony, address your lordship on
the subject.

“ With respect to the terms proposed by the proprietors, I
cm clearly of opinion that any such arrangement would be
wholly inadequate to the end in view.

“Iam, &e.,

¢ DURHAM.

¢ LORD GLENELG.”

1
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The reference in the closing paragraph of the despatch is
evidently to a memorandum of terms proposed by the pro-
prietors for the sale and settlement of land in the island, and
forwarded to Lord Genelg by Mr. G. R. Young, their
talented solicitor and counsel, in January, 1838.

The very decided opinion expressed by Lord Durham led
to the confirmation by Her Maje:ty of the act passed in
1837 for levying an assessment on all lands in the isluud,
which confirmation was effected at a meeting of the privy
council, held on the twelfth of December, 1338 ; but his
lordship’s despatch was not communicated to the assembly
by the governor. Its publication would have gratified the
inhabitants of the island, and mightily strengthened the
agitation which had been prosecuted for so many years with
S0 comparatively little success.

Lord Durham, in his report, has repeated many of the
arguments contained in the despatch which we have given,
and the valuable evidence given by John W. Le Lacheur,
Robert Hodgson,—now Sir Robert,—Sir Charles FitzRoy,
George Wright, Thomas Haviland, John Lawson, and G. R.
Goodman is published as a portion of the appendix to His
Lordship’s report,—evidence which presents a clear and
most reliable account of the land question, and exhibits
within a moderate compass, with startling effect, the evils
which had their origin in the reckless disposal of the island
to non-resident proprietors, who disregarded the conditions
on which it had been granted.

The coronation of Her Majesty the Queen took place on
the twenty-eighth of June, and the event was celebrated in
Charlottetown in a manner becoming the loyalty of the
inhabitants. The prison doors were thrown open and the
debtors set free. A plentiful repast was provided for the
poorer classes, of which they joyfully availed themselves.
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The city was illuminated in the evening, and large bonfires fron
kindled. At a county meeting, held in the court-house, a hou,
congratulatory address to the Queen was adopted, and for- cour
warded to London by the governor. plet
Towards the close of the year 1838, a Mechanics’ Insti- P
tute was established in Charlottetown, mainly through the SEng
instrumentality of Mr. Charles Young,—mnow the Honor- reac
able Judge Young, LL. {'. The introductory lecture, which by .’
was subsequently published in the Gazette, was delivered by clai
that gentleman. The Lieutenant-governor, Lady Mary Fitz-- pro
Roy, the chief justice, and a large number of the leading Dot
people of the town were present. A course of lectures was Sme
thus inaugurated which for maay years furnished entertain- to tl
ment and instruction to those who availed themselves of the asse
privilege of attendance. In Charlottetown, as well as in- L)
other towns, there is a good deal of latent talent which 183

might be beneficially elicited in the delivery of lectures ques
during the winter evenings. It not unfrequently happens ham
that lecture-committees apply for lecturers in quarters where tion
more able ones than can be found with themselves do not exist. heay
‘“'Ti3 distance lends enchantment to the view.” rejed
In the year 1838, ite chief of the Micmac tribe presented
a petition to the governor, praying for a grant of land to his
tribe, which he represented as consisting of five hundred
souls. This number seems to have been exaggerated; for
the governor, in writing to Lord Glenelg, in reply to an
application for information, states that the number of
Indians on the island did not exceed two hundred. The
governor recommended a grant of Lennox Island—the
property of Mr. David Stewart—to the tribe.
Two sessions of the assembly were held in 1839. Whilst
the first was proceeding with the public business, a despatcle
arrived ordering the governor to form an executive, separate
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from a legislative council. He immediately prorogued the
house, and made the necessary nominations to both the
councils. The house again met in March, in order to com-

ires
2 a

for- ; 2 s 5
plete the business which remained unfinished at the recent

. prorogation. Duriug the short interval which had elapsed
1sti-

the
nor-
hich
d by
Fitz--
Adillg
L was

since the termination of the late session, intelligence had
reached the governor that active measures had been taken
by the State of Maine to enforce by arms their alleged
claims to the territory in dispute between that state and the
province of New Brunswick. The scason of the year did
not admit of any active assistance being rendered in the
emergency ; but the island authorities determined to respond
to the feelings and sentiments expressed by the council and

fain- ; . : " AT A
o assembly of the neighboring province of Nova Scotia.

f the
as in-
vhich
stures

W. Cooper was the speaker of the house of assembly in
1839, and was sent as a delegate to London on tne land
b o
uestion. Three propositious were made on the subject
q ject,

s namely, the establishment of a court of escheat ; the resump-
ppe

hsde tion by the Crown of the rights of the proprietors; and a
wh

heavy penal tax on wilderness land. The home government
rejected the project of escheat, and did not feel at liberty to
recommend the advance of two hundred thousand pounds
from the treasury. With respect to the third proposal, Lord
John Russell, the colonial secretary, expressed his unwilling-
ness to adopt it at the moment, so soon after the imposition
of a tax of the same description, and until it had been clearly
proved that no remedy was to be expected from the imposition
of that tax, and from the disposition of the proprietors to
come to an equitable arrangement with the tenantry. "The
colonial secretary declined to discuss the question with Mr.
Cocper, and made his decision known, through the governor
of the island, in a despatch dated the seventeenth of Sep-
tember, 1839, in which he expressed his approval of the
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terms proposed by the proprietors, through their agent, Mr..
Young, recommending them as the basis on which Her
Majesty’s government desired that the question should be

arranged.
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CHAPTER VII.

Marriage of the Queen—Education in 1842—~Foundation-stone of the Colonia }
Building 12id-—-The Governor withdraws his patronage from Public Insti-
tutions—-Dispute between the Governor and Mr. Pope—Election dis«
turbances in Belfast—The Currency Question——Responsible Government
discussed--Governor Huntley succeeded by Sir Donald Campbell—Earl
Grey’s reason for withholding Responsible Government--The death of
Sir Donald Campbell—Ambrose Lane, Administrator—Sir A. Bannerman,
Governor—Responsible Government introduced—Temperance movement
—The loss of the “ Fairy Queen ”—Dissolution of the Assembly—Gov-
ernor Bannerman succeeded by Dominick Daly--The Worrell Estate
bought by the Government—J. Henry Haszard perishes in the Ice Boat—
Census of 1855—A loan wanted—The Imperial Guarantee promised, but
not given—Resolutions praying for a Commission on the Land Question—
Charles Young, Administrator—Biographical Sketch of Bishop McDonald
—Death of James Peake.

A%
"N February, 1849, the Queen was united in marriage to
Prince Albert, of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, and in Novem-
ie5 ber of the same year the Princess Royal was born. In-
telligence of an attempt to assassinate the Queen reached
the Island towards the end of July. The culprit was a lad
named Edward Oxford, a servant out of place. As Her
Majesty, accompanied by Prince Albert, was proceeding in
a carriage for the purpose of paying a visit to the Duchess
of Kent, at her residence in Belgrave Square, they were
fired upon by Oxford, who held a pistol in each hand, both of
which he discharged. The shots did not, however, take
effect, and it was subsequently discovered that the youth
was insane.

The governor, Sir Charles A. FitzRoy, having been appoint-
ed to the West Indies, he was succeeded by Sir Henry Vere
Huntley, who arrived in November, 1841, and received the
usual welcome. In March of the year following died the Hon~
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orable George Wright. He had been five times administra-
tor of the government, a duty which devolved upon him as
senior member of the council, to which he had been appoint-
ed in 1813. He also, for many years, filled the office of
surveyor-general. He appears to have discharged his duties
conscientiously, and his death was regretted by a large
circle of friends.

In February, 1842, Mr. John McNeill, visitor of schools,
presented his report, which furniched interesting facts re-
specting the progress of education in the island. In 1833
the number of schools was seventy-four,—in 1841 they had
increased to one hundred and twenty-one. While the num-
ber of schools had increased in this ratio, the number of
children attending them had in the same period been more
than doubled.

B 2 = 4y b  aohalaee |AVerage Attendance
Total Population. i&o. of bLlu)ola.f\o. of b(,ho]urs.l n each school.

4356

In 1833—32,293 74 ‘ 2176 ‘ 29.4

In 1841—74,034 121 36

In November, 1842, Mr. John Ings started a weekly
newspaper, designated The Islander, which fully realized
in its conduct the promises made in the prospectus. For
thirty-two years it continued an important public organ,
when, for reasons into which it is not our business to in-
quire, it was discontinued.

In March, 1843, a serious disturbance took place in town-
ship forty-five, King’s County, when a large .ssemblage of
people forcibly reinstated a person named Haney into the
possession of a farm from which he had been legally ejected.
The dwelling-house of a person employed by the proprietor
to protect timber was also consumed by fire, resulting from
the torch of an incendiary. Energetic measures were
adopted to enforce the majesty of the law.
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On the sixteenth of May, 1843, the corner stone of the
colonial building was laid by the Governor, Sir Henry Vere
Huntley. A procession was formed at government house,
and moved in the following order: masons, headed by a
band of music; then followed the governor on horseback,
surrounded by his staff'; after whom came the chief justice,
the members of the executive and legislative councils, the
building committee, the various heads of departments, the
magistracy,—the members of the Independent Temperance
Society bringing up the rear. Having, with trowel and
mallet, gone through the ceremony, His Excellency said:
¢t The legislature having granted means for the erection cf
a provincial building, and the corner stone having been now
laid, I trust that a new era of prosperity will open in this
colony, and am satisfied that the walls about to rise over
this stone will resound with sentiments expressive of British
feeling, British principles, and British loyalty.” A royal
salute was then fired, and three hearty cheers for the Queen
were given by hundreds who had collected to witness the
proceedings. The design was drafted by Isaac Smith,
President of the Mechanics’ Institute, and the building was
to be composed of freestone, imported from Nova Scotia,—

the estimated cost being nearly eleven thousand pounds
currency.

At the annual meeting of the Central Agricultural So-
ciety, a letter was read from Mr. T. H. Haviland, intimating
that in consequence of recent public measures with relation
to government house, the governor withdrew his name from
the public institutions of the island, and that consequently
he ceased to be the patron of the agricultural society. It
seems that the governor deemed the action of the assembly,
in reference to government house, illiberal in a pecuniary

sense; bat that was a very insufficient reason for a step so
H
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fatal to his excellency’s popularity and usefulness. The
committee, with a negative sarcasm which the governor
uiust have felt keenly, simply passed a resolution expressing
regret that any public measures—in reference to government
house—over which the society had no control, should
have been deemed by his excellency a sufficient reason for
the withdrawal of his name as patron of the society ; and a
resolution was passed, at the annual meeting, soliciting the
honor of His Royal Highness Prince Albert’s patronage,
which, it is unnecessary to add, was readily granted.
In 1846 a dispute arose between the governor and Mr.
Joseph Pope, which excited considerable interest at the time,
and which resulted in a correspondence between the colonial

office and the governor. It seems that Mr. Pope had op-

posed strenuously, as an influential member of the house of
assembly,—he was then speaker,—a proposal to add five
hundred pounds to the governor’s annual salary, and this
generated in the mind of his excellency a very undignified
feeling of hostility to Mr. Pope, who had only exercised a
right which could not be legitimately called in question.
Writing to Mr. Gladstoné, then colonial secretary, the gov-
ernor said of Mr. Pope: ¢ As for any support from Mr.
Pope, I am quite satisfied that in all his private actions,
since the time of my persisting in reading the speech, at the
opening of the session of 1845, respecting the debt he had
accumulated, he has been my concealed enemy.” The gov-
ernor resolved to get quit of Mr. Pope, as an executive
councillor, and proceeded, in utter disregard of his instruc-
tions, to effect that object by suspending that gentleman
from his seat at the board, without any consultation with
other members of the council, assigning to Mr. Gladstone,
as his reason for dispensing with the usual forms, that he
had learnt from good private sources that the council, if

CC
ar
ce

co
th
wi
hi;
frrc
ple
ch
sel
bu
to
his
to
act

bui
Be]
wel
Mc
the
por
of
maj
he ¢
scer
that
wou
the
and




RIOT AT BELFAST. 99

The consulted, would have dissuaded the suspension of Mr. Pope,
nor and would have recommended the commencement of prc-
sing ceedings, by referring the question to Her Majesty’s govern-
aent ment. This reason could not prove satisfactory to the'
ould colonial secretary, and the governor was ordered to bring
, for the case before the executive council, in which Mr. Pope
nd a was to be reinstated as a member ; and if they should advise
» the his suspension, then, but not otherwise, he was to be suspended
iage, from his office as an executive councillor, until Her Majesty’s
pleasure was known. Copies of the despatches in which
| Mr. charges were brought against Mr. Pope were ordered to be
time, sent to himself, to which he had an opportunity of replying ;
lonial but, in the meantime, he prudently tendered his resignation
a op- to the governor, in a long communication, in which he gave
juse of his reasons for so doing, and in which he embodied a reply
W five to the governor’s charges, and condemned his gubernatorial
\d this action in very plain and energetic terms.
onified The legislature met for the first time in the new colonial
:',sed a building in January, 1847. An election for the district of
1estion. Belfast was ordered to be held on the first of March. There
he gov- were four candidates in the field: Messrs. Douse and
ym Mr. McLean on one side, and Messrs. Little and McDougall on
actions, the other. A poll was opened at Pinette. The chief sup-
1, at the porters of the two former gentlemen were Scotchmen, and
. he had of the two latter, Irishmen. A riot ensued, in which a
Che gov- man named Malcolm McRae was so scverely injured that
xecutive he died. Several others lost their lives in this disgraceful
. instruc- scene. Dr. Hobkirk testified before the executive council
entleman that from eighty to a hundred persons were suffering from
jon with wounds received in the contesi. A large force was sent to
ladstone, the locality, and, on the nineteenth of March, Messrs. Douse
s, that he and McLean were returned without opposition. There is
,ouncil, if

not now a more peaceful locality in the island than that in
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which the riot took place; national prejudice and political

rancor are lost in kindly fellowship.

Mossrs. Charles Hensley, Daniel Hodgson, and George
Birnie having been appointed by the governor commissioners
to examine into all matters connected with the state of the
currency of the island, presented their report in February,
1847,—a report which was creditable both to their industry
and judgment. It appears from a letter addressed by Mr.

Robert Hodgson, then attorney general, to the commission-
ers, that the legal currency of the island was the coinage
of the United Kingdom of Gireat Britain and Ireland, and
the Spanish milled dollar, which was valued at five shillings

1 in either

sterling,—the debtor having the option of payir
The commissioners drew

of these descriptions of money.
attention to the fact, that the currency of the island
was greatly depreciated, and that the process of depre-

ciation was going on, which was proved by the cir-
cumstance that the Halifax bank note of a pound, which

twelve months previously, would purchase no more than
twenty-three shillings of the island currency, was now re-

ceived and disbursed at the treasury for twenty-four shil-
This depreciation the commissioners attributed to
issue of unconvertible paper, both notes and
a growing distrust of the econom-
ances of the colony, arising

lings.
an extensive
warrants, combined with
jcal administration of the fin
from the continued excess of the expenditure over the re-
ceipts of revenue for some years past. They therefore
recommended the reversal of the order of procedure, by
diminution of outlay, the increase of revenue, the gradual
, and the restraining of the issue of warrants

abolition of notes
to the amount required yearly for the public service. They

also alluded to the advantages that would result from the
establishment of a substantial bank, issuing notes payable
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on demand, and affording other facilities for the commercial
and agricultural operations of the island. The commis-
sioners concluded their report by expressing their deliberate
opinion that whilst a paper circulation, based on adequate
and available capital, was, under prudent management, of

the utmost benefit to a commercial and agricultural popu-
lation, and would contribute largely to its prosperity, un-

convertible paper was a curse and a deception,—a delusive
and fictitious capital, which left no solid foundation to rest
upon in any time of reverse and difficulty. They also ex-
pressed the hope that on no pretext should a permanent debt
be established in the colony, as the evil effects of such a
burden would not be confined to the additional charge upon
the revenue, but would necessitate the absorption of capital
which might be more beueficially employed in commerce,
manufactures, or agricultural improvement.

The subject of responsible government was discussed at
length in the assembly during the session of 1847, and an
address to the Queen on the subject was adopted by the
house, in which it was represented that the licutenant-gover-
nor or administrator of the colony should be alone respon-
sible to the Queen and imperial parliament for his acts, that
the executive council should be deemed the constitutional
advisers of the representative of Her Majesty, and that
when the acts of the administrator cf the government were
such as the council could not approve, they should be re-
quired to resign. The house recommended that four mem-
bers of the executive council should be selected from the lower
branch of the legislature, such members being held responsible
to the house for the acts of the administrator of the govern-
ment. As the local resources of the assembly did not admit
of retiring pensions being provided for the officers who might
be affected by the introduction of the system of departmental
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government, it was suggested that the treasurer, colonial
secretary, attorney general, and surveyor general should not
be required to resign. but that they should be required to
give a constitutional support to the measures of government.
In closing the session, the governor intimated his intention
of giving the address which had been voted by the house his
cordial support.
As the governor’s term of office was about to expire, a
petition was got up by his friends, praying for his con-
tinuance in office. This movement stimulated a counter
movement on the part of an influential section of the com-
munity, who were antagonistic to the governor, and, con-
sequently, a counter petition was framed, and a subscription
set on foot to pay the expenses of a deputation to convey the
petition to England. The deputation consisted of the follow-
ing gentlemen: Mr. Joseph Pope, speaker of the house of
assembly, Mr. Edward Palmer, and Mr. Andrew Duncan, a
prominent merchant. The main grounds on which the con-
tinuance in office of the governor was objected to were the
following :—That he had recently coalesced with parties who
had been unremitting in their endeavors to bring his person
and government into contempt ; that he had shown a disin-
clination to advance the real interests of the colony, by
withdrawing his patronage and support from all public so-
cieties in the island, because the iegislature had declined to
accede to his application for an increase of salary from the
public funds ; that on one occasion, through the colonial secre-
tary, he publicly denounced every member of society who
would dare to partake of the hospitality of a gentleman—a
member of the legislative council—who was then politically
opposed to him; that he had, on various cccasions, im-
properly exercised the power given to him by the Queen, by
appointing parties totally unqualified by education and posi-
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al tion to the magistracy; that on a late occasion he had
ot personally congratulated a successful political candidate at
to government house, with illuminated windows, at a late hour
\te of the night, in presence of a large mob, who immediately
m after proceeded through the town, and attacked the houses
1is . of several unoffending inhabitants. This formidable cata-

logue of complaints was calculated to produce a most un-
,a favorable impression on the home government, as to Sir
bne Henry Vere Huntley’s competency to govern the colony.
ter But the home government had come to a determination on
m- the subject before the arrival of the deputation. I regret

on- to say,” wrote Lord Grey, then the colonial secretary,
on addressing the governor on the twelfth of August, ¢ that
the having carefully reviewed your correspondence with this
ow- office, I am of opinion that there is no special reason for
o of departing in your case from the ordinary rule of the colonial
service, and I shall, therefore, feel it my duty to recommend
that you be relieved in your government on the termination

n, a

con-

& of the usual period for which your office is held.”

s Sir Donald Campbell, of Dunstaffnage, was appointed to
 rion take the place of Governor Huutley. He arrived in Char-

lisin- lottetown early in December, and as belonging to an ancient
;) by highland family, was greeted with more than ordinary
e enthusiasm.

ed to When in London, the speaker of the house.of assembly
m the and Mr. Palmer called the attention of Earl Grey to the
secre- state of the currency, and his lordship subsequently addressed
7 who a despatch to the lieutenant-governor on the subject. He
S alluded to the practice of the local government issuing treas-
tically ury warrants for small sums of money, and treasury notes
s, im- for still smaller sums, for the purpose of meeting the ordinary
sen, by expenses of the government, as tending to depreciate the
d posi- currency below its nominal value. Two remedies presented
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themselves : first, whether it would be proper to endeavor
to restore this depreciated currency to its original value ; or,
secondly, whether it would not be better to fix its value at
its present rate, taking the necessary measures for preventing
its further depreciation. IHe recommended the latter course,
as more injustice was usually done by restoring a depreciated

currency to its original value than by fixing it at the value
which it might actually bear. To prevent further deprecia-

tion, he recommended that the legislature should pass a law
enacting that the existing treasury warrants should be ex-
changed for treasury notes to the same amount, and that
these notes should be declared a legal tender; that it should
not be lawful to make any further issue of treasury notes,
except in exchange for the precious metals, the coins of
different countries being taken ‘at the value they bore in
circulation, and that the treasury notes should be made
exchangeable at the pleasure of the holders for coin at the
same rate. In order to enable the colonial treasurer, or such
other officer as might be charged with the currency account,
to meet any demands which might be made upon him for
coin in exchange for treasury notes, it might be necessary to

raise a moderate sum by loan, or otherwise, for that purpose.
"Though these suggestions were not entirely carried out, yet

an act was passed in the session of 1849, which determined

the rates at which British and foreign coins were to be
current, and how debts coutracted in the currency of the
island were to be payable.

The year 1848 was not remarkable for any historic event
in the island,—the taking of the census being the most
noteworthy, when the population was ascertained to be
62,634. But it was a most memorable year in the history
of Europe, for in that year Louis Philippe, the King of the

French, vacated the throne, and fled to England for protec-
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tion, an event which occasioned a general convulsion on the
continent of Europe.

The attention of the assembly was called to the evils

which resulted from elections taking place in the island on
different days, which presented an opportunity to the evil-
disposed to attend in various districts, and create a disturb-
ance of the public peace. A measure was accordingly
introduced and passed, which provided for the elections
taking place in the various electoral districts on the same
day,—-an antidote to disorder wkLich has operated admirably,
not only in Prince Edward Island, but in all places where it
has been adopted.

During summer, the governor—in order to become ac-
quainted with the state of the country—paid a visit to the
various sections of the island, and was well received. He
was entertained at dinner by the highland society, and the
whole celtic population rejoiced in the appointment of one of
their countrymen to the position of lieutenant-governor.

In January, 1849, a public meeting was held in Char-
lottetown, for the purpose of forming a general union for
the advancement of agricultural pursuits. The chair was
occupied by Sir Donald Campbell, and resolutions were
adopted, and a subscription begun to carry out the object of
the meeting.

Earl Grey transmitted a despatch to the governor in
January, 1849, stating the reasons why the government did
not accede to the desire, so generally expressed, to have
responsible government introduced. He stated that the in-
troduction of the system had, in other cases, been postponed
until the gradual increase of the community in wealth,
numbers, and importance appeared to justify it. He referred
to the circumstance that Prince Edward Island was com-
paratively small in extent and population, and its commercial
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and wealthy classes confined almost entirely to a single town.
While its people were distinguished by those qualities of
order and public spirit which formed the staple foundation
of all government, in as high a degree as any portion of
their brethren of British descent, yet the external circum-
stances which would render the introduction of responsible
government expedient were wanting,—circumstances of
which time, and the natural progress of events, could alone
remove the deficiency. For these reasons Earl Grey con-
curred- with his predecessor, Mr. Gladstone, that the time
for a change had not yet arrived. He, at the same time,
expressed his conviction that the existing system of adminis-
tration was compatible with the complete enjoyment by the
inhabitants of the colony of the real benefits of self-govern-
ment.

The colonial secretary thought that the period had come
when the assembly of the island should undertake to provide
for the civil list. He accordingly addressed a despatch to
the governor, intimating that the home government was
willing to provide the salary of the governor, which it pro-
posed to increase to fifteen hundred pounds sterling a year,
provided the other expeunses of the civil government were
defrayed from the funds of the island. 'To this proposal the
house expressed its willingness to accede, provided that all
revenues arising from the permanent revenue laws of the
colony were granted in perpetuity, all claim to the quitrents
and crown lands abandoned, and a system of responsible
government conceded. The home government, in reply,

expressed its willingness to accede to the wishes of the

assembly on all these points, with trifling modifications, save
the granting of responsible government, in the present cir-
cumstances of the island. The governor, therefore, deemed

it the best course to dissolve the assembly and convene a
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Vi, new one, which met on the fifth of March, 1850. In the
of reply to the governor’s speech, the assembly inserted a
e paragraph, in which want of confidence in the executive
of council was emphatically expressed. Mr. Coles also moved
' a resolution in the house, embodying the reasons of the

am-
ible assembly for its want of confidence, and refusing to grant
of supplies till the government should be remodelled, or in

other words, responsible government conceded. The gover-
nor proposed to meet the views of the house so far, on his
own responsibility, as to admit into the executive council

lone
(.0“-
time

ime three gentlemen possessing its confidence in room of three
2 .

inis- junior members of the council. This proposal was not
L the deemed acceptable. The house then adopted an address to
the Queen, in which its views were set forth. The house
contended that, in taking measures to secure responsible
government, the governor would be only acting in accord-
ance with the spirit of his instructions, and that as all the
members of the executive council had resigned, there was no
impediment to the introduction of the desired change. The
house was prorogued on the twenty-sixth of March, but

rern-

come
ovide
ch to
t was

by‘:;: again summoned on the twenty-fifth of April. Whilst the
Sere house granted certain limited supplies, it refused to proceed
sal the to the transaction of the other business to which its atten-
hat all tion wasg called in the governor’s opening speech. No pro-
of the vision was made for the roads and bridges, and other

services, and the governor, in his answer to the address of
sathle the house in reply to his closing speech, said: ¢ I should
reply, fk.lil in the performance of my d'uty, if I did not express my
of the disapprobation of your premeditated neglect of your legis-
lative functions.” =
The governor transmitted an able despatch to the colonial
secretary, in 1849, on the resources of the island, which
Lord Grey appreciated highly ; but the career of the baronet
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as a governor was destined to be of short duration, for he
died in October of the following year, at the comparatively
early age of fifty years. In Sir Donald Campbell were
united some of the best qualities of a good governor. e
was firm and faithful in the discharge of duty ; at the same
time of a conciliatory and kindly dispositicn.

The Monorable Ambrose Lane, who had been formerly
administrator during Governor Huntley’s temporary absence,

was again appointed to that office till the arrival of Sir A.
His excellency

Bannerman, the new lieutenant-governor.

arrived at Charlottetown on the eighth of March, having
The legislature assembled

crossed the strait in the ice-boat.
In the opening speech

on the twenty-fifth of March, 1851.
the governor informed the house that responsible govern-

ment would be granted on condition of compensation being

allowed to certain retiring officers. The house acceded to

the proposal, atd a new government—sustained by a ma-
jority of the assembly—was accordingly formed in Aprii,
—the leaders being the Honoralle George Coles, president,
and the Honorable Charles Young, attorney general. The
Honorable Joseph Pope was appointed to the treasurer-
ship, and the Honorable James Warburton to the office of
colonial secretary. Desides an important act 0 commute
the Crown revenues of the island, and to provide for the
civil list in accordance with the suggestions of the home
government, a measure was in this year passed for the
transference of the management of the inland posts, and
“making threepence the postage of ordinary letters to any
part of British America, and a uniform rate of twopence to
any part of the island. This year was also memorable in
the annals of the island, in consequence of a violent storm
which swept over it on the third and fourth of October, by

which seventy-two American fishing vessels were seriously
damaged or cast ashore.
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The governor, in opening the session of 1852, stated that
he had much pleasure in visiting many parts of the island ;
but that he observed with regret the educational deficiency
which still existed, and which the government would en-
deavor to assist in supplying, by introducing a measure
which, he hoped, would receive the approval of the house.
An act for the encouragement of education, and to raise
funds for that purpose by imposing an additional assessment
on land, was accordingly passed, which formed the basis of
the present educational system.

In April, 1853, the Honorable Charles Young and Cap-
tain Swabey—the former attorney general, and the latter
registrar of deeds and chairman of the Board of Education
—resigned their seats as members of the executive council.
Mr. Joseph Hensley was appointed to the office of attorney
general, and Mr. John Longworth to that of solicitor gen-
eral, in place of Mr. Hensley. Mr. Young’s resignation
was mainly owing to the approval, by a majority of his
colleagues in the government, of an act to regulate the
salaries of the attorney gencral and solicitor general, and
clerk of the Crown and prothonotary, for their services, to
which he and other members of the government had serious
objections, which they embodied in a protest on the passing
of the bill.

The temperance organizations in the island were particu-
larly active at the period at which we have arrived. A
meeting was held in Charlottetown, for the purpose of
discussing the propriety and practicability of abolishing by
law the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors.
There would be consistency in prohibiting the manufacture
and importation of intoxicating liquors, as well as the sale
of them. But the Maine law, which permits the importa-
tion of liquor into the state, whilst it prohibits its sale, is a
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An
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uselezs anomaly. Let anyone visit Portland—where he
might expect to see the law decently enforced—and he will
find in one, at least, of the principal hotels in the city, a
public bar-room in which alcoholic liquors of all kinds are
openly sold; and, if he chooses to begin business in the
liquor line, he can, for thirty dollars, procure a license from
one of the officials of the United States government, for that
purpose. The United States law sanctions the importation Pine
and sale of intoxicating drinks ; the Maine state law forbids after
the sale ostensibly, whilst it is really permitted. The Mck
temperance movement has effected a vast amount of good, four
but coercion is not the means by which it has been accom- In
plished. in tc
During the session of 1853, an act to extend the elective revel
franchise was passed, which made that privilege almost of d
universal. The house was dissolved during the summer, poun
and at the general election which ensued the government poun
was defeated. A requisition was in consequence addressed thous
to the governor by members of the assembly, praying for notwi
the early assembling of the house, in order that, by legal thous
enactment, departmental officers mighi be excluded from educa
cccupying seats in the legislaiure, to which request the Th
governor did not accede. the g
On the seventh of October, 1853, a sad catastrophe took . leader
place in the loss of the steamer Fairy Queen. The boat Palm,
left Charlottetown on a Friday forenoon. Shortly after upper
getting clear of Point Prim, the vessel shipped a sea which factor
broke open the gangways. When near Pictou Island the in Ma
tiller-rope broke, and another heavy sea was shipped. counci
The rope was, with the assistance of some of the passen- assign
gers, spliced; but the vessel moved very slowly. The passed
captain and some of the crew got into a boat aund drifted royal ;
away, regardless of the fate of the female passengers. necess,
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i e Among the passengers were Mr. Martin I. Wilkius, of
will Pictou, Mr. Lydiard, Mr. Pineo, Dr. McKenzie, and
. s others. After having been subjected to a series of heavy
s are seas, the upper deck, abaft the funnel, separated from the
 the main body of the vessel, and providentially constituted an
admirable raft, by which a number of the passengers were

from S :

ikt saved, among whom were Messrs. Wilkins, Lydiard, and
katioﬂ Pineo, who landed on the north side of Merigomish Island,
;rbids after eight hours of exposure to the storm and cold. Dr,

The McKenzie,—an excellent young man,—other two males, and
four females perished.

good
S In opening the assembly of 1854, the governor referred

ccom-

in terms of congratulation to the prosperous state of the
ective revenue. Or the thirty-first of January, 1850, the balance
lmost of debt against the colony was twenty-eight thousand

Shmor pounds. In four years it was reduced to three thousand
3

pment pounds. The revenue had increased from twenty-two
viied thousand pounds, in 1850, to thirty-five thousand in 1853,

ag for notwithstanding a reduction in the duty on tea, and two
7 legal thousand eight hundred pounds assessment imposed for
| from educational purposes.

st the The new house having declared its want of confidence in

the government, a new one was formed, of which the

s tock . leaders were the Honorables J. M. Holl and Edward
e boat Palmer; but there was a majority opposed to it in the
y after upper branch, which, to some extent, frustrated the satis-
. which factory working of the machine. The house was prorogued
ind the in May ; and, in opposition.to the unanimous opinion of his
hipped. council, the governor dissolved the assembly,—the reason
passen- assigned for this course of procedure being, that the act
_ The passed for the extension of the franchise had received the

drifted royal assent, and that for the interest of the country it was
,enaers. necessary to have a house based on the nmew law. An
D
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appeal to the country was certain to ensure the defeat of

the government ; and the governor was accused of desiring

to effect that object before his departure from the island,—

for he had been appointed to the government of the

Bahamas. 1t is only due to Governor Bannerman to state

that he had anticipated difficulties, which constrained him

to consult the colonial secretary as to the most proper

course of action. and that he received a despatch, in which

the duke said: “T leave it with yourself, with full confi-
dence in your judgment, to take such steps in relation to the
executive council and the assembly as you may think proper
before leaving the government.” We may be permitted to
say that it is only in very rare and exceptional cases that
either a British sovereign or a royal representative can be
justified in disregarding the advice of constitutional advis-
ers; and the case under notice does not seem, in any of
its bearings, to have been one in relation to which the
prerogative should have been exercised.

Dominick Daly, Esq., succeeded Governor Bannerman,
and arrived on the island on the twelfth of June, 1854, and
was received by all classes with much cordiality : addresses
poured in upon his excellency from all parts of the island.
A few days after the arrival of the new governor the election
took place, and was, as anticipated, unfavorable to the gov-
ernment, which, to its credit, resigned on the twentieth of
July,—intimation to that effect having been communicated
to the governor by the president of the executive council,
John M. Holl. A new government was formed, and the
house assembled in September, in consequence of the ratifi-
cation of a commercial treaty between the British and
United States governments, and the withdrawal of the
troops from the island,—circumstances which required the
immediate consideration of the assembly. The session was
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a short one, the attention of the house being directed exclu-
sively to the business for the transaction of which it

had
met. An act was immediately passed to authorise free
trade with the United States, under the treaty which had

been concluded. The measure opened the way for the

introduction into the island, free of duty, of grain and
breadstuffs of all kinds; butter, cheese, tallow, lard, etec.,
in accordance with a policy which has been found to operate
most beneficially in the countries where it has been adopted.
Great Britain declared war in this year against Russia;
but, beyond the withdrawal of the troops and the advance
of the prices of breadstuffs and provisions, the island was
not affected by its prosecution.

The Worrell Estate, consisting of eighty-one thousand
three hundred and three acres, was purchased by the gov-
ernmeni at the close of the year 1854,—the price paid
for the property being twenty-fonr thousand one hundred
pounds, of which eighteen thousand pounds were paid
down, and the balance retained till the accuracy of its
declared extent was ascertained.

In the session of 1855 a considerable amount of legislative
business was transacted, including the passing of an act for
the incorporation of Charlottetown, an act for the incorpora-
tion of the Bank of Prince Edward Island, and an act to
provide a normal school for the training of teachers. In
proroguing the assembly, the governor referred in terms of
condemnation to any further agitation of the question of
escheat, as successive governments were opposed to every
measure which had hitherto passed relating to the subject,
in the wisdom of which opposition the governor expressed
himself as fully concurring. He approved of the active

measures which had been taken under the Land Purchase

Bill, and expressed his conviction that similar measures
I
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only required the cordial co-operation of the tenantry to

secure an amount of advantage to themselves which no
The island had contri-

HISTORY OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

degree of agitation could obtain.
buted two thousand pounds to the Patriotic Fund, which had
been instituted to relieve the widows and children of soldiers
who fell in the Crinean war; and the governor expressed
Her Majesty’s satisfaction with the generous sympathy thus
evinced by the people and their representatives.

In the month of March, 1853, a distressing occurrence
took place. The ice-boat from Cape Tormentine to the
island, with Mr. James Henry Haszard, Mr. Johnson, son
of Dr. Johnson, medical students, and an old gentleman—
Mr. Joseph Weir, of Bangor—as passengers, had proceeded
safely to within half a mile of the island shore, when a
severe snow-storm was encountered. The boat, utterly un-
able to make headway, was put about, drawn on the ice,
and turned up to protect the men from the cold and fury of
the storm. Thus they were drifted helplessly in the strait
during Friday night, Saturday, and Saturday night. On
Sunday morning they began to drag the boat towards the
mainland, and, exhausted,—not having tasted food for three
days,—they were about ceasing all further efforts, when
they resolved to kill a spaniel which Mr. Weir had with
him, and the poor fellows drank the blood and eat the raw
flesh of the animal. They now felt a little revived, and
lightened the boat by throwing out trunks and baggage.
Mr. Haszard was put into the boat, being unable to walk ;
and thus they moved towards the shore, from which they
were four or five miles distant. On Monday evening Mr.
Haszard died from exhaustion. They toiled on, however,

and on Tuesday morning reached the shore, near Wallace,
Nova Scotia, but, unfortunately, at a point two miles from
the nearest dwelling. Two of the boatmen succeeded in
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reaching a house, and all the survivors, though much frost-
bitten, recovered under the kind and judicious treatment
which they received.

The census taken in 1855 declared the population of the

island to be seventy-one thousand. There were two hun-

dred and sixty-eight schools, attended by eleven thousand
pupils. The Normal School was opened in 1856 by the
governor, and constituted an important addition to the
educational machinery of the island.
During the session of 1855 an act was passed to impose
a rate or duty on the rent-rolls of the proprietors of certain
rented township-lands, and also an act to secure compensa-
tion to tenants ; but the governor intimated, in opening the
assembly in 1856, that both acts had not received Her
Majesty’s confirmation, at which, in their reply to the
speech, the house expressed regret,—mnot hesitating to tell
His Excellency that they believed their rejection was attribu-
table to the influence of non-resident proprietors, which had
dominated so long in the councils of the Sovereign. Mr.
Labouchere, the colonial secretary, in intimating the deci-
sion of the government in reference to the acts specified,
stated that whatever character might properly attach to the
circumstances connected with the original grants, which had
been often employed against the maintenance of the rights of
the proprietors, they could not, with justice, be used to
defeat the rights of the present owners, who had acquired
their property by inheritance, by family settlement, or
otherwise. Seeing, therefore, that the rights of the pro-
prietors could not be sacrificed without manifest injustice,
he felt it his duty steadily to resist, by all means in I's
power, measures similar in their character to those recently
brought under the consideration of Her Majesty’s govern-
ment. He desired, at the same ﬁme, to assure the house
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of assembly that it was with much regret that Her Majesty’s
advisers felt themselves constrained to oppose the wishes of
the people of Prince Edward Island, and that it was his own
wish to be spared the necessity of authoritative interference
in regard to matters affecting the internal administration of
their affairs.

With regard to the main object which had been frequently
proposed by a large portion of the inhabitants, namely, that
some means might be provided by which a tenant holding
under a lease could arrive at the position of a fee-simple
proprictor, he was anxious to facilitate such a change, pro-
vided it could be effected without injustice to the proprietors.
Two ways suggested themselves : first, the usual and natural
one of purchase and sale between the tenant and the owner ;
and, secondly, that the government of the island should treat
with such of the landowners as might be willing to sell, and
that the state, thus becoming possessed of the fee-simple of
such lands as might thus be sold, should be enabled to afford
greater facilities for converting the tenants into freeholders.
Such an arrangement could not probably be made without a
loan, to be raised by the island government, the interest of

which would be charged upon the revenues of the island.
Mr. Labouchere intimated that the government would not
be indisposed to take into consideration any plan of this
kind which might be submitted to them, showing in what
way the interest of such loan could locally be provided for,
. and what arrangements would be proposed as to the manner
of disposing of the lands of which the fee-simple was in-
tended to be bought.
In 1856 the legislature presented an address to the Queen,
suggesting the guaranty of a loan for the purchase of town-
ship lands, with a view to the more speedy and general con-
version of leaseholds into freehold tenures. Inanswering this
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address, the colonial secretary intimated that the documents
sent to him appeared to Her Majesty’s government to afford
a sufficient guaranty for the due payment of the interest,
and for the formation of a sinking-fund for the payiaeat of
the principal of the loan; and that they were prepared to
authorise a loan of one hundred thousand pounds, sterling,
to be appropriated, on certain specified conditions, to the
purchase of the rights of landed proprietors in the island.
It will be afterwards seen that good faith was not kept with
the people of the island in this matter.

The question as to whether the Bible ought to be made ¢
text-book in the public schools of the island had been
freely discussed since the opening of the Normal School, in
October, 1856, when the discussion arose in consequence of
remarks made by Mr. Stark, the inspector of schools.

Petitions praying for the introduction of the Bible into the

Central Academy and the Normal School were presented
at the ecommencement of the session of 1858, and the ques-
tion came before the house on the nineteenth of March,
when Mr. McGill, as chairman of tlic committee on certain
petitions relating to the subject, reported that the committee
adopted a resolution to the effect that it was inexpedient to
comply with the prayer of the several petitions before the
house asking for an act of the legislature to compel the use
of the protestant Bible as a class-book in mixed schools like
the Central Academy and Normal School, which were sup-
ported by protestants and catholics alike,—the house feeling
assured that so unjust and so unnecessary a measure was
neither desired by a majority of the inhabitants of the
colony, nor essential to the encouragement of education and
religion. The Honorable Mr. Palmer moved an amend-
ment, to the effect that it was necessary to provide by law
that the holy Scriptures might be read and used by any
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scholar or scholars attending either the Central Academy or
Normal School, in all cases where the parents or guardians
might require the same to be used. The house then di-
vided on the motion of amendment, when the numbers
were found equal ; but the speaker gave his casting vote in
the negative. Mr. McGill being one of the prominent
public men opposed to the principle of compulsion in religi-
ous matters, was at this time subjected to much unmerited
abuse, emanating from quarters where the cultivation of a
better spirit might be reasonably expected.

The quadrennial election took place in June, 1858, when
the strength of the government was reduced to such a degree
as to render the successful conduct of the public business
impossible. The government dismissed the postmaster and
some of his subordinates from office, which occasioned a
large county meeting in Charlottetown, at which resolutions
condemnatory of the action of the government and expressive
of sympathy for and confidence in the ability and fidelity of
the officials were passed. The principal speakers were Mr.
William MeNeill, Colonel Gray, Honorable E. Palmer, and
W. H. Hyde. When the house met, it was found that
parties were so closely balanced that the business of the
country could not be transacted on the basis of the policy
of the government or opposition. The house failed to elect
a speaker,—the parties nominated having refused to accept
office in the event of efection. A dissolution consequently
took place, and a new election was ordered. The contest at
the polls resulted in the defeat of the government, who
resigned on the fourth of April, and a new government was
formed, of which the leaders were the Honorable Edward

Palmer and the Honorable Colonel Gray.

On the morning that the Islander published the names of

the new government, it also announced the death of Duncan
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McLean, who for nine years edited that paper, and who
had, just before his death, been appointed Commissioner of
Public Lands. Mr. McLean was a well-informed and vig-
orous writer ; and, although his pen was not unfrequently
dipped in political gall, yet he was genial and kindly in
private life, and was a man who never nourished his wrath
to keep it warm, or allowed it to extend beyond the political
arena. Mr. McLean had a large circle of friends who
deeply regretted his death.

The governor, in the opening speech of the session,
intimated that he had received communications from Her
Majesty’s government on the subject of a federal union of
the North American Provinces. He also stated that it was
not the intention of the home government to propose to par-
liament the guaranteeing of the contemplated loan. He
also informed the house that he had some time previously
tendered his resignation of the lieutenant-governorship of
the island, that his services were to be employed in another
portion of the colonial possessions, and that his successor
had been appointed.

Colonel Gray submitted to the house a series of resolu-

tions, which were adopted with certain modifications, pray-
ing that Her Majesty would be pleased to direct a commission
to some discreet and impartial person, not connected with the

island or its affairs, to inquire into the existing relations of
landlord and tenant, and to negotiate with the proprietors
for such an abatement of present liabilities, and for such
terms for enabling the tenantry to convert their leaseholds
into freeholds as might be fairly asked to ameliorate the
condition of the tenantry. It was suggested in these resolu-
tions that the basis of any such arrangement should be a
large remission of arrears of rent now due, and the giving
every tenant holding under a long lease the option of pur-
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chasing his land at a certain rate at any time he might find

it convenient to do so.

The legislative council, of which the IHonorable Charles
Young, LL. D., was president, adopted an address praying that
the Queen weuld be pleased to give instruections that an ad-
ministration might be formed ia consonance with the royal
instructions when assent was given to the Civil List Bill,
passed in April, 1857. The council complained that the
priunciple of responsible government was violated in the
construction of the existing executive council, which did not
contain one Roman catholie, though the population of that

faith was, according to the census of 1855, thirty-two thou-
sand; that not one member of the legislative council
belonged to the executive; that persons were appointed to
all the departmental offices who had no seats in the legisla-
ture, and who were, in consequence, in no way responsible
to the people; and as all persons accepting office under the
Crown, when members of the assembly, were compelled to
appeal to their constituents for re-election, this statute was
deliberately evaded, and no parliameutary responsibility
existed.

In replyivg to the address of the legislative council, in a
counter-address, the house of assembly contended that there

was no violation of the principle of the act passed in 1857 ;
that the prejudicial influence of salaried officers having seats
in the assembly was condemned by the people at the polls,
as indicated by the present house, where there were nineteen
for, to eleven members opposed to the principle. As evidence
of public opinion on the subject, it was further stated, that
when the commissioner of public lands, after accepling
office in the year 1857, appealed to the people, he was
rejected by a large majority ; that the attorney general and
registrar of deeds, at the general election in June last, were
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in like manner rejected ; and that at the general election in
March last, the treasurer and postmaster-general were also

rejected,—the colonial secretary being the only departmental

officer who was able to procure a constituency.

On the nineteenth of May, Licut. Governor Daly pro-
rogued the house in a graceful speech.  He said he could not
permit the last opportunity to pass without expressing the
gratification which he should ever experience in the recollee-
tion of the harmony which had subsisted between the execu-
tive and the other hranches of the legislature during the whole
course of his administration, to which the uninterrupted tran-
quillity of the island during the same period might in a great
measure be attributed. The performance of the important
and often anxious duties attached to his station had been
facilitated and alleviated by the confidence which they had
ever so frankly reposed in the sincerity of his desire to pro-
mote the welfare of the community ; and notwithstanding
the peculiar evils with which the colony had tc contend, he
had the satisfaction of witnessing the triumph of its natural
resources in its steady though limited improvement. In
bidding the house and the people farewell, he trusted that
the favor of Divine Providence, which had been so signally
manifested towards the island, might ever be continued
to it, and conduet its inhabitants to the condition of pros-
perity and improvement which was ever attainable by the
united and harmonious cultivation of such capabilities as
were possessed by Prince Edward Island.

Sir Dominick Daly having left the island in May, the
Honorable Charles Young, president of the legislative
council, was sworn in as administrator. Mr. George Dundas,
member of parliament for Linlithgowshire, was appointed
lieutenant-governor, and arrived in June, when he received
‘a cordial welcome. Amongst the numerous addresses pre-
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sented to the governor was one from the ministers of the Tigni
Wesleyan Confercuce of Eastern British America, assem- zeal a
bled in Charlottetown, who represented a ministry of house
upwards of a hundred, and a church-membership of about Charl:
fifteen thousand. was n
General Williams, the hero of Kars, visited the island in Bishoj
July, and received a hearty welcome from all classes. He year
was entertained at supper served in the Province Building. Patric
The Mayor of Charlottectown, the Honorable T. H. Havi- The
land, occupied the chair, having on his right hand Mrs. pious.
Dundas and General Williams, and on his left, Mrs. E. charge
Palmer and the Lieutenant-governor. The Honorable Mr. copaT i
Coles acted as croupier. priest.
On the thirtieth of December, 1859, at Saint Dunstan’s tion.
College, died the Right Reverend Bernard Donald McDonald, the yoi
Roman catholic bishop of the island. He was a native of edge, 1
the island, having been born in the parish of Saint Andrew’s encour:
in December, 1797. He obtained the rudiments of an Eng- out the
lish education in the school of his native district,—one of tion of
the very first educational establishments then existing on the gentlem
island. He entered, at the age of fifteen, his alma mater,— lottetow
the Seminary of Quebec. Here he remained for ten years, Dame,-
during which time he distinguished himself by his unremit- affordin,
ting application to study, and a virtuous life. It was then town ar
that he laid the foundation of that fund of varied and exten- of a sup
sive learning—both sacred and profane—which rendered his in whiel
conversation on every subject agreeable, interesting, and was Sai
instructive. Having completed his studies, he was ordained ornamen
priest in the spring of 1824, and he soon afterwards i855.
entered on his missionary career. There being but fuw and proy
clergymen on the island at that time, he had to take charge truly pat

of all the western parishes, including Indian River, Grand faction o
River, Miscouche, Fifteen Point, Belle Alliance, Cascumpec, and in a
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the Tignish, ete. In all these missions he succeeded, by his

jem- zeal and untiring energy, in building churches and parochial
r of houses. In the autumn of 1829 he was appointed pastor of
bout Charlottetown and the neighboring missions. In 1836 he

was nominated by the Pope successor to the Right Reverend
d in Bishop MacEachern, and on the fifteenth of October of that

He year was consecrated Bishop of Charlottetown in Saint
ling. Patrick’s Church, Quebec.

[avi- The deceased prelate was charitable, hospitable, and
Mrs. pious. Having few priests in his diocese, he himself took

. E. charge of a mission; and besides attendivg to all his epis-
Mr. copal functions, he also discharged the duties of a parish

priest. He took a deep interest in the promotion of educa-
tan's tion. He established in his own district schools in which
1ald, the youug might be instructed, not only in secular knowl-

e of edge, but also in their moral and religious duties, and
ew’s encouraged as much as possible their establishment through-
Eng- out the whole extent of his diocese. Aided by the co-opera-
ae of tion of the charitable and by the munificent donation of a

1 the gentleman, now living, he was enabled to establish in Char-
2ry— lottetown a convent of ladies of the Congregation de Notre’

ears, Dame,—which institution is now in a flourishing condition,
»mit- affording to numerous young ladies, belouging to Charlotte--
then town and other parts of the island, the inestimable blessing’

cten- of a superior education. But the educational establishment
d his in which the bishop appeared to take the principal interest

and was Saint Dunstan’s College. This institution, which is an
vined ornament to the island, the lamented bishop opened early in

rards 1855. The care with which he watched over its progress

few and provided for its wants, until the time of his death, was
arge truly paternal. Long before he departed, he had the satis-
rand faction of seeing the institution established on a firm basis
npec, and in a prosperous condition.
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In the year 1856 the bishop contracted a cough, and
declining health soon became perceptible. ITe, however,
continued to discharge his duties as pastor of Saint Augus-
tine’s Church, Rustico, until the autumn of 1857, when, by
medical advice, he discontinued the most laborious portion
of them. Finding that his disease—chronic bronchitis—
was becoming more deeply seated, he went to New York
in the summer of 18358, and consulted the most eminent
physicians of that eity, but to little or no purpose. IHis
iealth eontinuing to decline, he set his house in order, and
awaited the time of his dissolution with the utmost resigna-
tion. About two months before his death he removed from
Rustico, and took up his residence in Saint Dunstan’s
College, saying that he wished to die within its walls. On
the twenty-second of December he became visibly worse,
and on the twenty-sixth he received the last sacraments.
He continued to linger till tle thirtieth, when he calmly
expired, in the sixty-second year of his age.

. The liecutenant-governor was instructed by the home gov-
ernment that, in the event of the absence of harmony between
the legislative council and the assembly, he should increase
the number of councillors, and thus facilitate the movements
of the machine. Five additional members were accordingly
added to the council. During the session, several acts were
passed relating to education, including one which provided
for the establishment of the Prince of Wales College.

The governor laid before the house a despatch, which he
had reccived from the colonial secretary, the Duke of New-
castle, relative to the subject of the proposed commission on
the land question. His grace had received a letter, signed
by Sir Samuel Cunard and other proprietors, in which, ad-
dressing his grace, they said: * We have been furnished
with a copy of a memorial, addressed to Her Majesty, from
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PROPRIETORS’ PROPOSALS.

the house of assembly of Prince Edward Island, on the
questions which have arisen in connection with the original
grants of land in that island, and the rights of proprietors in
respect thereof. We observe that the assembly have sug-

h, and
wever,
Augus-

hen, by : -
J gested that Tler Majesty should appoint one or more com-

yortion s s : §
1 missioners to inquire into the relations of landlord and

shitis— ; : 5 : :
tenant in the island, and to negotiate with the proprietors
Y()l‘]' ’ =
g < . » AR . . .
o 1 of the township lands, for fixing a certain rate of price at
aminen : : : : ;
i which every tenant might have the option of purchasing his
b is ;

1 land ; and, also, to negotiate with the proprietors for a
or, ane ;

remission of the arrears of veat in such cases as the com-

esigna- S : :
= missioners might deem reasonable ; and proposing that the

commissioners should report the result to Her Majesty.
As large proprietors in this island, we beg to state that we
shall acquiesce in any arrangement that may be practicable
for the purpose of settling the various gquestions alluded to
in the memorial of the liouse of assembly; but we do not

»d from
mstan’s
S. On

WOrse,
wments.

calmly : : : A 3
e think that the appointment of commissioners, in the manner

proposed by them, would be the most desirable mode of
procedure, as the labors of such commissioners would only
terminate in a report, which would not be binding on any of
the parties interested. We beg, therefore, to suggest that,
instead of the mode proposed by the assembly, three com-

ne gov-
yetween
ncrease
rements
wdingly

missioners or referees should be appointed,—one to be named
ts were

by Her Majesty, one by the house of assembly, and one by the
proprietors of the land,—and that these commissioners should
have power to enter into all the inquiries that may be neces-
sary, and to decide upon the different questions which may
be brought before them, giving, of course, to the parties
interested an opportunity of being heard. We should pro-

rovided
hich he
f New-
ision on
, signed

= pose that the expense of the commission should be paid by
ich, ad-

the three parties to-the reference, that is to say, in equal

wnished thirds ; and we feel assured that there would be no difficulty

Yo from
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‘in securing the adherence of all the landed proprietors to a
settlement on this footing. The precise mode of carrying it
into execution, if adopted, would require consideration, and
upon that subject we trust that your grace will lend your
valuable assistance.™
¢ If the consent,” said the colonial secretary, ¢ of all the
parties can be obtained to this proposal, I believe that it may
“offer the means of bringing these long pending disputes to a
termination. But it will be necessary, before going further
into the matter, to be assured that the tenants will accept as
binding the decision of the commissioners, or the majority
of themn; and, as far as possible, that the legislature of the
colony would concur in any measures which might be re-
quired to give validity to that decision. It would be very
desirable, also, that any commissioner who might be named
by the house of assembly, on behalf of the tenants, should
go into the inquiry unfettered by any conditions such as
were proposed in the assembly last year.”
The proposal of the colonial secretary, as to the land com-
mission, came formally before the house on the thirteenth of
_April, when Colonel Gray moved that th.e house deemed it
expedient to concur in the suggestions offered for their con-
; sideration for the arrangement of the long pending dispute
between the landlords and tenants of the island, and, there-
fore, agreed to the appointment of three commissioners,—one
by Her Majesty, one by the house of assembly, and the
third by the proprietors,—the expense to be divided equally
between the imperial government, the general revenue of
the colony, and the proprietors; and that the house also
~agreed, on the part of the tenantry, to abide by the decision
.of the commissioners, or the majority of them, and pledged
themselves to concur in whatever measures might be re-
~quired to give validity to that decision. Mr. Coles proposed
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s to a an amendment, to the effect that there were no means of
ying it ascertaining the views and opinions of the tenantry upon
»n, and the questions at issue, unless by an appeal to the whole
d your people of the colony, in the usual constitutional manner, and

that any decision otherwise come to by the commissioners or
all the referees appointed should not be regarded as binding on the
it may tenantry. On a division, the motion of Colonel Gray was
les to & carried by nineteen to nine. It was then moved by Mr.

further Howat, that the Honorable Joseph Howe, of Nova Scotia,
:cept as should be the commissioner for the tenantry, which was
\ajority unanimously agreed to.

of the During this session, that of 1860, the assembly agreed

be re- to purchase the extensive estates of the Earl of Selkirk ; and
be very the purchase of sixty-two thousand and fifty-nine acres was
named cffected, at the very moderate rate of six thousand five
should hundred and eighty-six pounds sterling,—thus enabling the
such as government to offer to industrious tenants facilties for be-
coming the owners of land which was then held by them
\d com- on lease.
»enth of On the fourth of May, 1860, died Mr. James Peake, at
emed it Plymouth, England. From the year 1823 until 1856, Mr.

eir con- Peake was actively engaged in mercantile pursuits on the
dispute island. He was a successful merchant, and for some years
, there- held a seat in Her Majesty’s executive council. Of a kind
§,—one and generous disposition, he did not live to himself, but was

and the ever ready to extend a helping hand to industrious and

i Linuah . : i
equally reliable persous, who might need aid and encouragement.

i of He was highly esteemed as a liberal, honorable man.
o aleo His integrity and enterprise placed him in the front rank as
decision a merchant. ¢ None,” said the Islander, ¢ was more de-

pledged servedly respected, and by his death the world has lost one
(=}
i be re- who was an honest and upright man.”

.roposed
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CHAPTER VIII.

Arrival of the Prince of Wales—His Reception—The British Colonial
Secretary expresses satisfaction with the Assembly’s proceedings in
regard to the Land Commission—The Report of the Commissioners -Its
cardinal points presented—Their views with regard to Escheat and otber
subjects—The case of the Loyalists and Indians. Remarks on the Report:
its merits and its defects. The evils incident to the Land Question fun-
damentally attributable to the Home Government—The Immigrants de-
ceived—The misery consequent on such deception—The burden of correc-
tion laid on the wrong shoulders—Volunteer Companies—General Census
—Death of Prince Albert—The Duke of Newcastle and the Commissioners’
Report.

cZ,

l HE Prince of Wales having, in compliance with an

A¥) invitation from the Canadian parliament, resolved to

visit British North America, he was invited by the
authorities to pay a visit to Prince Edward Island. Having
signified his intention of doing so, suitable preparations
were made for his reception. His Royal Highness having
proceeded to Newfoundland, and thence to Nova Scotia and

New Brunswick, he, after a short stay in these colonies,

acrived in Charlottetown, in the ship Hero, on Thursday,

the tenth of August, about twelve o’clock, m. On the Hero
swinging to her anchors, the lieutenant governor, attended
by Colonel Gray, stepped into a barge and proceeded on
board the ship. After a short interval, his excellency
returned, and intimated that the royal party would disembark
in half an hour. The governor received His Royal Highness
as he stepped on the pier, and, in the name of the colonists,
welcomed him to the island. The governor then presented
the mayor to the Prince, and the recorder and city council,

collectively. A guard of honor, consisting of a detachment
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of the 62nd regiment, and a body of volunteers, lined the
way from the landing place to the royal carriage, into which,
amidst the cheers of the people, the Prince stepped, inviting
the governor to occupy the vacant seat. The procession
was then formed, headed by an escort of volunteer cavalry,
ot commanded by Major Davies. Immediately in advance of
ngs in the first carriage walked the mayor, supported by the recorder
rs -Its and the city treasurer, and after the carriages, the procession

1 otber . . .

leport: was composed of the judges, the executive council, the
o fun- members of both branches of the legislature, the clergy, the
nts de- .

B s public officers, the city councillors, the committee of manage-

ensus ment, the members of the bar and other gentlemen, the
s el.w) . . . . 2l

e troops, and societies and associations. There were four
triumphal arches through which the procession passed.
th an These were erected at the public expense. On passing

ed to through Rochfort Square, the procession halted for a moment

vy the opposite a platform, on which were assembled upwards of a

:‘winﬂr thousand children, neatly attired, and belonging to the
5 : 5

e sabbath schools. When the carriage of the Prince reached

SR the platform, a thousand youthful voices united in singing
< f=l - . .

5 and the national anthem, when the emotion of the Prince was
i :

onies, such that he actually shed tears.

rsday, At the door of Government House, His Royal Highness
. Hero was received by Mrs. Dundas, and conducted to the
ended drawing-room, where the members of the executive coun-
ed on cil were presented by the governor. Rain, which had
1lency threatened all day, now began to descend ; but there was a
nbark pleasant interval in the afternoon, during which the Prince
rhness rode, taking the Saint Peter’s and Malpeque roads, and
Jnists, returning in time for dinner, at half-past seven o’clock.

sented There was a general illumination in the evening, the due
yaneil, effect of which was marred by heavy rain. But the follow-

hment ing day was a splendid one. His Royal Highness, in the
K
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uniform of a colonel, held a levee in the forenoon, after
which he inspected the volunteers, to the number of about

four hundred and fifty men, in front of Government House.
They were commanded by Major the Hon. T. H. Haviland,
who was complimented on the appearance of the force.
Major Davies’ troop of cavalry also reccived its share of
royal commendation.

His Royal Highuess drove to the Colonial Building for
the purpose of receiving the addresses of the executive
council and of the corporation of the city. He was received
by Mr. Palmer and the Mayor, at the entrance. Two large
stands had been erected for the accommodation of ladies
wishing to witness the interesting ceremony. The civic
and executive addresses were respectively read by the
Recorder and the Honorable Edward Palmer. We may be
permitted to say that these addresses, in point of good taste
and expression, were far above the average of such compo-
sitions. To these addresses the Prince made suitable replies,
In the afternoon His Royal Highness took another ride into
the country, making a brief halt at the farm of Mr. H.
Longworth, whence he obtained gn extensive view of Char-
lottetown and the harbor.

In the evening there was a ball in the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>