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DCLIVERCD BY

MR. WILLIAM REDMOND
TO

MEMBERS 'F ST. PATRICKS SOCIETY AT THE ANNUAL BANQUET

IN THE WINDSOR HOTEL,

ST. PATRICK'S DAY, MARCH 17th. 1914,

^!5 5

'I ostt'cni my-i'lf vi'iy I'avoifd in liaviim tin' liomn' nf Itfiiiu'

hero witli you lo-iii^liL I am on im pdli'ical missidii In tliis

I'ountry; I am just n'tuniin^r I'aitiilly, tlu'ou;:li tliis m'i'at laml,

lidiiie wluTc I linpc t.) takf my plai-f witliin u very lew ilays in

the ranks of l.hf !^r<'at [lai'ty to wliicli 1 liavi- bflon^ii'.l for tlif

last tliirly-out' y .

" ' tin' clianc-i' which onabh-s nn' to bi'

here is a happy ' e since it tiives mc the i>riviiet;e of

witnessing; the (-.> • .j.ary di'votion exliibitcij hciv tu the

cause of Irish ni'tioi.dii'.N. Your welcome is not a personal one

to myself, but I feel it and appreciati- it all the more because I

know you intend to show your cstemi for, and i-onlidence in.

my colleagues (»f the Irish .Nationalisl party. As the only mem-

ber of that party on this continent to-niuhl 1 may say that tlie

conlLdence of the Ii'isli people tlirou^ihout the world is well

placed in the Irish national represiMitatives to-day, because it is

our boast to bo able to say, without i-ontradiction, that the Na-

tional representation of Ireland or>:anized thirty jears ago by

Mr. Parnell, has remained faithful to its trust, absolutely incor-

„.,„i.ui„ J ,<^ -• "O •:.-.. <-.» t. " < !:• Icr. '. z::\

devoted also, to every good cause which needed support in the

British Parliament until to-da.v, thank God, we are recognized at

Westminster, not merely as the representatives of Ireland, but

60694



a< tlffi-mlt'is (il till' raiisf of liberty iiiul humanity in Great

Hiitaiii ainl .'vi'ry part "f tln' land. .I-(Miii applause).

A Power tlu" World Over.

'Ladit's ami (l.'nll<'m<ii. bftiuf I say a few words that I bc-

licv.'. you may !»• yiad to ln-ar, about Uu; present position of the

ciius.. lo which w aiv ail ph-dp-d at hom.\ will you allow me to

!v-.m'1h. faintly the s.Mitiin.-nts oxpr.'ss.'d by Dr. Walsh and Mr.

I it/y.'iald wh.-n they referred to the wonderful strength, and

l„iw.T and inllucnc of the national race to which we are pioud

[n 1),.1,,m;.'. I have trav.-llod rouml the world; I have seen our

I
|,l,. in (>very oart of il, in the f:reat Commonwealth of Austra-

lia, which may be really described as the homo of freedom, in

Ihr i)io;;iessive Kominion of Canada, all through this land from

Vancouver to Montreal, and in the miphty States of the Union. I

have seen our people everywhere. I can say of the people of

New Zealand and Australia, and other distant portions of the

yivat Empire, Ahat Mr. I'itzyrerald has said of the people of Mas-

sachus.its, that wherever our people have pone, they have done

honor to the ci'adle of our race. Not only is this true in Canada

in t!ie persons of men like Hon. Mr. Doherly, the Minister of Jus-

tice, but in every State of .Vmerica, in the Commonwealth of

Australia and elsewhere, the Irish people hold up their heads

am(.iigst the foremost tf the land. We can say of them as has

been said of the Empire, that the world round the "sun never

s t-' upon the greatness, the power, the influence and the honor

of the Irish race in all those lands where their great qualities

are given free play, and where they are allowed the great bless-

ing of governing themselves. (Loud applause).

Ireland's Saddest Chapter.

One of the .saddest chapters in the history of Irel' d has been

the enforced migration of its people. Looking at the population

of Ireland to-day of a little over four millions of people, it is al-

most impossible to believe that, seventy years ago, the popula-

ii(»n of Ireland was more than half the population of England

and Wales, was four times the population of Scotland, was very

neai Iv half the population of all Great Britain. To-day there is
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I, 11 piiii'tically only it ivmimnl cf IIm- race al linm.-. On lliis St.

I'ahick's Dav wln-n wv an- anxious to bani-li all trai-.- of bilt.T-

nr-,, it is not for lur to n-f.-r to tlio uaus.'. wl.y In-land is tli.-

v'nMMitry in Iliis Kn.i.ir- in wliicli ni.-n an.l vvonvn liavv Iummi

roirr.l to Icaw tli.-ir lio'.i.-s, it is siillicn-nl for ii> to know tiiat,

our iM-opj.- liavc yon.-, an.i sun-ly, it is no siyn of p.o.l piv.-rn-

nirnl thai tli.-y have j;orw-. Our consolation is in tin- fa.-t, thai

tiM-y hav.- iirosp.-i-t-.l wh.-r-vcr tli.-y liav.- yon.-. Sonio ra(-t's

\voul.lliav.-hi-.-n.-xt.-rniinal..llon;.' a^:o hail th.-y ha.l tin- .-xin-ri-

cnci- \vhi(-li has 1 n ours, hut not so with our pt-oph-.

In .-N.-ry part of this Emi.iro thr- Irish ar- Influential an.l

strong. Applausi- .

.Millions .\ll liiilcil.

If .,ur to-morrow is to 1>.' as glorious as w.- ronli.l.-ntly 1>."-

ji.-v.-. It will I).' lar;.M-ly Ix-raus,- tin- «-att.-r.-.l s.-o.l of tlio Irish

rar.- has tak.-n root an.l is furnishin;: .-oinlVut an.l h.-lp t.. th.)s.-

w'lo ar.^ h-ft. -\u.l if. .'>i this St. 1'. trick's Day. wo ar.- nior.;

juhilant, than .-v.-r l).-f..r.-. if .'Ur cans.- stan.ls, as it .l.>.-s, in tln-

fon-n.ost, oc-upviin-' a pn-^-mim-ntly strouf.- i.osition it is lar;.M-ly

h.-causi--an.l h..w w.- thank you for it, h.-caus.. y..u in C.ana.la.

,,,-r kin in tin- rnil.-il Stal.s an.l in .\ustralia. our p.-oph-

llin.uylh.ut Hi.' w.)rl.l, havo stood h.-hin.l thos.- in I'arliam.-nt

an.l .-nahl.-.l th.-in h. say 'AV.- ar.- uiakiiif-' ..ur claim, not for a

r.-nmaut of our rac.-, but back.-.! by, tin- sympathy, Ih.- support

an.l tin- b-'arts of millions of our rac.-. in cv.-ry part of tin-

worhl." (.\pplauso\

NiilioiialiKts Wimdrpful Boast.

I hav.- b.-.-n f..r thirty-.ni.- y.-ars a huiubh- m.-mb.-r .>f th.'

-r.-a! pr.rtv whi<-h l'arn.-!l or^-animl. In that tim.- w.- hav.- ha.l

s.-v.-r.- .-xp.-ri,nc.-s, an.l |.r,.l..nv'.-.l stru. h-s. but it suroly is a

privil.-y. f.H- m.- t.. b.- abh- t.> say that, as .^t. l>atrick's Day bas

Mice l.-.l St. I'atrick-s Day, we always bavo b.-.Mi able to mark

s..m.- improv.-m.'ut in our .-ountry. Thirty-one years aso tbo

c.mdition of Ir.-lan.l was d.-pi..rable, from ev.«ry point of view.

The people wen- handicapp.'.l an.l i..-na!iz.'d in every .lirection

wbei-evcr we looked. Wlien Parn.-U and Davitt took up tbe great

;{



nioM'iiifiil riitw lilt Mil- I'M' I'f I'liii-MimnaliiHi, Iri'lamrs ciiiiililinii

nji'il nil! I'lPi- hi'lli'iiiii'iil; imw. am I im'I fiililli'il In I'mi^nliT my-

^i-\{ ami my frw rnllriiyiH'^ win- -^iiixiM' lln' slniiiiy ilay< Inilnw-

III- till' I iilimi nC Diir itaily, I'M'i'plinnally pnvilryril ami lnm-

ori'il III ill' iiiili' III say. a> \vi' ran say In ymi, llial rvi'iy ili-m mi

niii' iiiiiyiamiiii' III' ri'l'iii-m. wliirli wr sit mil In ai-nim|ili*li. mi-

tl.T MaiiirH's Iraili'isiiii). lias lii-i-ii ai-liirvi'il. iii'laml is a rliaii^i'il

I'niHilry liitliT lilli'il I'm' fiiiM'iniiii'iil, vvilli hi'ltrr rninlitimis ui

jilV, tin-
I

idf Iti'lli'i .iliii'ali'il ami Ih'IIit ;:iivi'iiii'il. II lias Ih'imi

m'i'ally Iraiislm-mi'il Irmii lln' lii'lainl nT lliirly-mii' yi'ai- :i- .

'Apiilaiisi''. Ami imw wf slami mi Hh' llii'i'siiulil uf tin' mn' n-

t'miii ni'i'i'ssiify In niaki' t'vi'iy ntlirr ii'I'miii I'lTrrtiM' in tin'

liiylii->l i|i';;n'i'; wi' slami mi lln' lliii'slmlii nl' II mri's^ioii ni

si'lf-yiivi'iiimriil In our I'niuiliy. I'lnlmiui'il aiMilaiisi' .

All ItcrtM'ins I.OIIII OvcrdiH".

I liavi' si.iiii'limi's 1 n asknl liy mir C.misiTvalivi' frimiils in

Kiulaml Imw it is siiici' Iri'lami lias sn iiuicli iiii|pin\i'ii, 11 is iinl

-Utislli'il with till' t'nrill nf (Invi'lllllli'llt IllliiiT wllicll tln'Si' II'-

I'mnis liavo bi'cii I'lTi'oli'il".' Thai is a fair iiin'slimi wliirli is

answiri'il viy fully in this way: Wi- in Iri'lami claim thai I'vi-iy

ri'fm'iii Innnv'lit abmil in tin' last tliirty yi'ars "las bi'i'ii imi^'

iivcnliii'. Hail \vi' a (invi'iniin'iil nf mii- nwii tlii'ii' was iioilmiht

WI' wmilil liavi' ai'f'mii|)lislii"l lln'iii Imij; bi'l'mi'. Wi' may jininl

mil that III) siiifili' mil' of tin' ri-fmiiis was i-ari-ii'il in Iii'lainl

withiiut payin? tin' piin- nf Imi^ yrars nf afiitatimi. nf tiirbii-

li'iii'i', of vinli'iii'", if ymi will. Tin' Irish pi'iijili". tnn. havr this

rhaiacli'ristii', tin' bi'tliT nif thi'y an'^ tin' mm ihii'att'ii thry

ail', till' mm-i; iiiili'in'mli'iil lln'y ai>'. tin' m i' absnluti'ly ri'snlvi'il

llii'y bi'i'niiii' iK'M'r In n-st iiiilil lln'v rii.jny at li'ast a rrimli; ,mi

nf thnsf si'lf->:nvrrniii;; iiistitutimis, which have boei' ,:i'aiu' il In

all nlln'r pi'npli's in the Empire and wliich have mftile the Em-
pire -ceat.

l-Alraoi'iliiiai-y l>u:ilical Itcfurd.

What are the imlitical facts with regard to Ireland".' I claim

that what I am about In tell you is the most extcanrdiiiary

pniitical ii'cm-d that the history nf any country in the world can

show. la 1885, when we had the tliinl lleforiii Bill the franchise

'I
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was cxi.'ii.li-il and tli.' Irish p.-upl.' at lait.'.- ii»[ thfi power of sn>

-

itit; what Ih.'y wuiiI.mI. Kvfii \u-{i<\<' lliat witli a niiifli riv<liii'|.'.l

.h-.lntatr Ih.' Iii-h p.nph' a-<kfil i.f III. III.' Iliih'. WIm-m thai

lianchiH.' was .At J.'.! wlial liapjii'ii.-il? In IHHT) I'aincil was

.<.'nt liai-k at Ih.' Ih'a.j »f a Natiunalist paity SC. stnm;;. \V<' hu\t;

liail a pri'at miinltfi' »( ilfi-tinns sini'i- tln-n. KhM-limi afttT cI.m'-

tiun has hi'iMi hi'l.l, Itiil Umti- has hi-fii tm cliaiiw'' in In'hui.l.

Y.-ar aitfi- y.-af. hill all'T hill has b.-.-n passfil f.n- the iiiipnnc-

nii'iit anil hi'ttiTiiii'iit «( I'lmililiuiis in nlliiT parts of lin-al Hiit-

ain Init ail thrmiyh tliat pi-iiuil thf answ.r tn luir uiii' I'laini has

I n till- sa?ui'. niir alti'iiipls t.> i^ain wliat lirhiml lias waiitnl

U>y sii JMii^' have hi-fii rnuntrii'il in I In' sann- way, ami tin;

I'i^hty-livi- liish .Nalii'iialists in Ihi- lh>ns. f ('.(nnniniis still

slaml Inr lluiiii' Iliih' t'xactiy as lln-y iliil wh-. Ihi' lianchisi' was

liisl fxli'inji'il.

l>('iiio«'i'm-> Aiiswi'i's IIm' IMi'ji.

'rhi' inijisputahi.' claini uf livlami, iiowi'viT, lias iniinvssiMl

Ihr iii'i'Sfiit I'rinii' Minister uf Knwlaml, Mr. Asipiith, a4 it iin-

pre.seil Mr. (iiailslone, Sir Henry Caiiiiihell-Maiinerriian, aiiti tin;

ieailin>.' Hrilish statesmen, Lil.nal in politics, in (Ireat Hritain,

anil they liohl hy the iirinciple that ymi cannot it:nore the \oice

of the people. The voii I Irelaiiil always has askeil for llniiu'

Utile anil the Miilish Itemnciacy at last is answerin:-' it I'avi.r-

ahy.

I (III iidI prelellil t.i he able In speak III iletail nf llie chaili;eS

thai seem to have taken place ii\ the ipiestioii of II " Hole

since I was at home. Hnl I can say this with pi'rfecl c •' leiice

that there is iiothin;: I know uf, that the member- uf the Nation-

alist party are nut iireparetl to ilo. to allay, ami to meet, the

holiest ami sincere ilmiht of any connijyman of ours, whether

I'mteslant or Catholic, ahniit Home lliile. (Applanse.)

Itrady lo Make (loiM-essioiis,

Tiiere was a lime, 1 confess, when feeliiiK ran hinh and bitter

in Ireland, but whatever may have been said or done in the

early days of the afiilatioii, under co-ercion and exceptional laws,

I tell you liiat in \ iew of Hie near auproacli of the responsibility



of r.ovornmont on Irish slmuM-rs. no n...nb.T of our party w.H

.av on. Nvonl of provo.ution .nU-u\nU.\ to mak. broa.l.-r any

^lijl,,,.,,,.. ,1....... n.ay W Mss.-m part of ll.t.-r an,l h. ro.t
>

in-lan.).
\Veaivpn-pa,v.ln.nsist.>utlywill.tln.,.nnnpl.-lorwln.l.

our fathors strn;:^l.-.l. of an Irish Parlia.n.nl an.l (lov.'rnni.M.t hy

I.-ish p.'oph., to ,o to ..s-ry r-as-MuU.!. l-n.lh to ^Msarn. all n-a-

sonahh' opiiosilion. Aiiplauso).

Iiislmu-ii Will I iiiU'.

I hazard th.. opinion that no sorlion of Irishni.n in (h. ion.

,„u will r.ms.nt to tin. partition of hvlan.!. (Ai-pl .nso .

Thore may h- lln-'. who, at tl.o ronnn..nr.Mn..nt. h.sitat.'an.

.loubt, but with M.y knowh-1. ' llst.r as woll as h. Nmth ol

„.,lan.l 1 ha/,ar.i tlo. opinion, .onti.l.nlly, tluit, in th. on, run,

11,,. North of livhuHl will throw in Us lot with Uw N.ulh. 1 bi-

ll,.; that tin. p.opl,. of llstor aro a stunly rar,.. alm.»st a stub-

„„,„ rac... an.l I b.-li.'v,. if thoir ri.hts. privilo^.'s. prop-rtn-s am

parlirularly. tlo'lr ronsrn.n.-,. w.mv h.iu' i tl„.y w-uhl r.->:.t

.In.n^lv an,l ..|V..ctiv,.ly an.l, un.l.M' th.'s.- ..ir.-uM.stancM.s ,.v.m>

„.,n..st'mannn.sla.r.-.. th..yw,.ul,lh,. ri.ht. Hut th,- .,u,;st...n

w.. hav.. t.. ask'is. if th.'r.- b." n.. inl..rf.-r,.nr.. with th.'s.' rights,

„, p,„p..rti.s ,.f r.MK.i.'n.v ar,. th.^y a ra.- ..f m.-n liUly to

„,..l...-l th.'ir honi.'s t.. tak.. th.^ li.'hl witln.ut .lust raus."-.

l»lslnHit'st Misli'sHliiui <»|»1k»>*'>'«>''-

=;inc.- I hav.' h.'.'U in Cana.la I liav s i a pmmI many ..xinvs-

sions as h. n.sistanr,. in llsfr. It .s not surprising that tln-y

shouhl lalk ab.n.t r-sistan.-,. if thoir lan.ls an.l n.hts ,.t nt, ,.1-

^hip aro .MHlan^.M...!. hut is it fair t,. ... ..n a^^umptu.ns such as

„'„',.•.> Th..r,. is no mt.M•t^.•..nr,Mn tin. ll.m... Iluh. 1.11 w, h th..

,„..,.uslnp ..f any man in llst..r. It ,s n,.l su....st,.,l tha n-

live un.l.'r anoth.'r 11a. h. th.. ..n- I,.' is ar..us.,.m...l t.>, ... that

,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,J, by on., sin.h. j..t, of th.. privil.^...s M. ..njoys t..-

.lav rn,l..rth..provisl,msof th.. Ih.m.. Ilul,. Ihll th.' hrst thin.

ti,;.s,. ...nlh.m..n hav,. to .1.. is h. .l.'.'t thoi.' 'Hn'.-t r..pr..s..nla-

liv..s an.i spok..sm..n to .o to tl..' Inu-rial Parliam,.., at N\ .'st-

nunsf.r. That Parliam..nl ivtain^ all its p,.w..r an.l all its p,.t..n-

,.v forth.. prot.Ttionofminoriti..s just as it p..ss,.ssL.s lli..m t..-

t^PSt



(lav An.l I submit, i'^\.onMy heir in Canada, tl.at this !-'real

..m'slinn m.f-'l.t I., be .iisruss...! fairly. Su.'i. l..ns.. talk as 1...

dostmrtion cf nti/..M.sl.ii. ou.l.t not to l.. nuiul^:..! ,n wIhm.

PYcry boncst man must d.'.Mii siicli lanj:tia^o untin.-.

A Ci'iH'l Slaiidrr.

What is tlM- .val fa.-t ..f th. .-as... Th- public of .'.anada a.ul

,1,0 Empiir hav.. h..... told that lister will nut su' mil to Horn.

Huh' b.-oauso the .vsidents in lister bein^: nou-tlatlmhe. funnot

trust themselves in any I'arliam.'nt in which the men ol the Au-

fienl Faith would be predominant. Now, slripp.-d .d all subler-

lu-e that is the kernel of the ar;;ument a;:ainst the uielusion ol

rister with the rest of In-land. I <peak as an Irish r.alhohe

representative. I speak as Catholic of tlie Catholics and, as sm-h

I subnnt that the whole of hish.ry proves that this is a cruel

and heartless ami outra^:eous slander upon the Catholic i.eoph-

|„ s;,v thai il is in them to injure any man because he worship^

(lod III his own way. {Applause .

WImt of l»n's«'ciiUon oH (:atlH>li«-s.

M this time with our hearts full of hope an.l the determina-

tion to banish all bitterness from our minds, it is not timely to

speak of such thin^-'s, bul what a tale couhl I unfold were I to p,

hack to the treatment accorded us all thr..u;:h centuries because

of our faith. We were only emancipated the other day. It NNas

not until vears after our I'arliament was taken from us by traud

.„„, ,.,rruptioi.. not until years after we lost that l'a,liam..nt

without anv aiipeal to ti,. |
pie that we wei nancipabMl. lo

this dav the l.ord-I.ieutenai,; id' Ireland may belonu to any faith

the law savs. but thr faith of the majority of the ,)e,.i.le. It is

too. only within the last few years that the present Kin^^ came to

„„. throne, only when he was crowned, that, for the llrst time,

the slanderous reference to his subjects (d- the Catholic faith,

eonlaiiied in llie Coronation oath, was left out.

Rill Saf«'OiiiU«ls Minority.

The man who says reli^i.ms liberty is to be denied in Ireland

because the majority of the peoph" are Catholics must be Ikiioi-

anl or cannot believe -a hat he says. Hut, aft.'r all, there are poo-



pic so saturated with piv.jiuliro that tlioy cannot believe their

reli^Mon is not endanp-irtl. What .In we say tn tiwnr.' Turning-

t(i the Home Uule Hill a^ain we say, assuming.- the people are so

(jeKenerate as to art enntrary to tin- wliol.' history of the race,

un.l.'r Home Hvile it is imi>ossihle for them to .lo so. The hill

contains limitati.ms, safe^iuar.is, v.-ry j-'ailinj; an.) almost insiilt-

JnK lo a liberty lovin;: i)i-o|)le, but we have consented to their in-

clusi(m in theHill to ensure that there is no right of liberty, or

citizenship that is not nuarant.'ed by the bill or by tin- supre-

macy of the Imperial Parliament. If any fair-minded Canadian

l.K.ks closely into this .picstion he will lind tlicre i-s no real cause

for' fear in Ireland.

l^lsU'r Ihmiinaiicc Ovi'r.

T have nothin;; hitler lo say a^-ainst those in I Ister who are

„p,,osin>: this measure. I am coidident that some oi them will

be amongst the most valued legislators in Irelan.l eventually.

lUit they have enjoyed great privileges and ascendancy m the

past. During the last one hundred and f..urleeii years the whole

ma.iori!y of the Iri>h i.eople have b.-en practically ignored. Ire-

laud has be«-n governed largely by the opinions (d' people coming

entirely from lister. We submit that ..ur Protestant country-

men will receiv iviality. Their rights, even their sentiments

and feelings will he scrui.ulously respected hut they will get no

more ascen.laiicy. F-very man will be Judged upon his merits

whether Catholic or Protestant. Applause . Let me give you

some ligures lo sIk.w wiiat privileges the I nionist minority liav

been allowed. Ireland returns lu;t re|ires.'nlalives t<. tli.- Hritish

Parliament. Of th.'se m are stiongly in fav(.r cd' Home Uule and

will vote in the same lobby as I do in favor of it in a week or

two. Sixt 1 .d' these repr.'scntatives are drawn from a portion

of lister and are opin.sed lo Home Itule. These are the |.opular

representatives. That distinguished man Sir Kdward Carson

represents the Iniversity of Itiddin which is well enough in its

way, but for th.' i)uriioses of iiopular oi>inion we will leave the

Iniversity repres.'ntatives (ml. Of the eighty-live Nationalists

seventeen are elected from North lister. Letmeobservethat there

is no one county in Ireland in which the Nationalists have not

elected even one member. (Applause;. Now, thend'ore, what is

n
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tilt' i.usitinii? Y.Mi l:iiv.' till' wliol.' (.f Ilii-.M- v'lval pn.viiii-.'s of

JivlaiKl, Miiiist.T, l.i'instiT ami (:(llulall^llt. an.l you liiisi' nior.!

than half of the clt'cti'i! rcpn-stMitativcs of llstrr ilsrlf sdiiport-

iii« Home llulr. 'riif coiili'iilioii of till' lIsttMitcs is that if tln'

(lovt'i'iiiiu'iit iloi's not I- innni-ml itself to tin- sixteen minority.

even if the ei^:lity-llve niajoi'ity su) 'H.rt it there is to be civil

war.

All liisiip|ioi'(alili' l*rt)|Misilioii.

Some of the prominent Inionist statesmen seem to liavt' lent

their weight (<• this |iro|)osition. What a iiroiiosilion it is. We
see iji every cmmti'v in the t-ivili/etl woi'hl there is a ^ireat un-

resl amonj.' the massi's of the i)eoi)le: a yreut niovi'menl for bet-

l,-v ( •Jlioiis. Anil what a le>son this is to teach to these nn-

settleil iieoi.le, that if their way camiot be had. if their way can-

not be >.'aine(l it is le;;ilimate, and even approved in the hif-'hesl

(piarters of Enfrland, that there shall be an appeal to arms.

1 ilo not believe it is conceivable: 1 cannot /-ontemplate the

likelihood Id' the hopes of the Irish peoiile beinn fi'ustrated, but

should that take jilace how are these men to eviilaiii the

si)eecnes and feelin;;s to which they have ^liven ulteranco. If it

is legitimale for the minority to wage war, what is to be said of

the vast majority?

These thinp< oidy need to be emjuired into in older to Justify

the position of the present Goveriuiient. 1 do not believe there

will be civil war. I do not believe the vvDrUfs history shows an

appeal to arms without real cause, and if oiu- countrymen in tin-

North w, for justification for war, they will wait for ever.

In-laiid's liulispiilabic Ki(|lit.

What is considered the duty of the great leadei's of i>rogres-

sive thought in Kngland to-day? These men, and all the men of

surpassing talent that they have gathered round them, are as

sincere in the cause as any of my Nationalist colleagues. They

have watched the course of Government in Ireland, they liave

watched the efTect of the preseni system, and these men and the

great majority behind them, and the great majority behind Par-

liament, occupy the position that tliey are going to give us Homo

9
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Kill.- lifciuisc thr Irish jirnpli' liu\.- unuU' "III a i' sc lor it; aii'l.

IMM-Jiai.s. l.iM'uiis,. tlM'v vrrn'^nm' lliat lln> witlilioliliiij-' "!' H"")''

lUil.' lias broui^lil ii.'itlirr crclit \\nv i)r(.lit to tlio Uritisii Empiir.

All IiniM'i-ial \«-lii«'v«MiHMit.

Tliis is iiol morrly an liisl. (|iM'sli(.!i: it is an Knii.ir.' (iin-stion.

In spil.. of all llf turmoil, as tin- tliint: .Iraws ii.-anT, in spit. of

all 111.' aiaiinist r.'itoils. I wntuiv tin" |)rr<lictioii tiiat tiiis i\w<-

tion is ;:oin;.' to hf si-ttl.'il now. lliat if tiiis (lovcriim.'nt wfri;

supi'lantt'd no (iovriimfnl tiial \v..ul(l lak.- its plar.- I'oul.l

iyiiorr liic Irish (lu-siion. Tii:' day for ar;;nint; is i.ast. and tin-

iitniosi our l.ill.'ivsl ,,p,,onrnts can say is that th.-y do not lii<r

this plan of lloni.' lUih- now hid'or.' Parliament. Ir.'land is

ahout to hf ivsloicd 111." nj:hl .d' i^ov.'riiinjr h.-rs.'lf an.l tin'

ivsuH will Justify th.' iiolicy in Ir.'lamI as it has li.'.'ii jiistifi.;.!

iu Africa an.l .v.'iy .dh.T i.arl of lli.' Mriiisli Empir.>. F on.)

applaus." . And I b.'liov.' li.'foro l.uig, shortly aft'''' H'i^ -'''!'•'

conlr.ivi'rsy is s.'ltl.'d. o\n' wis.'sl m.'n .d' li.dh iiartics will say

of Ir.'lan.l Ihal Hi.' i.ojicy .d' trustin;: the ii.'oi)lc was ri>.dit, that

lloni.' Ilul.' afl.'r all was a ur.'at aclii.-v.'m.-id. .\|ii>laus.'' .

II will !). s.- from a tli'v.'-fohl p.iinl of vi.'W. For Kiit;lan.l

il will ni.'n.l ..11.' .d' th.' ivally w.sik sii.its in li.'r armor: it will

ivconcil.' to Kii;.:lan.l afl.'r l.Mi;: y.'ars .d' bilt.M'n.'ss. in cv.'ry

part of 111.' Kmpiiv ..n.- ..f Hi.' m.'st virih' of rac's: it will !>.' a

-ivat aclii.'v.'ni.'iil f.tr iliis ^rcat Kmpire bcrausi' llo' .lay that

s.M's Inshm.'ii i^ov.'rniiit; Ih.'ins.'lv.'- ..n Ir.'lan.l will iiiov.' Ilu'

iM.aits an.l spur 111.' .'ii.t-i.'s .d' Irislir.i.'ii in .'v.'iy pait ..f Ih.-

w.M'l.l s.) thai with r.'.l..ulil.'.l vi^.ir lli.'y can p. int.' Hu' work

,,r huidiUfi up an.l a.lvaii.'in^; Iliis Kmpir.'. Applaiis.' .
It will

h,' a ^ival a.'hi.'v.'m.'Ml lor livland. .Many in wln.s.' v.'iiis Irish

hi, ,0,1 runs I. .-.lay. .aiin.d h.'lii l.-.-mij; a slr..i!y thrill of .'latioii.

knowing Ihal this .ju.'sli.ui is so n.'ar t.« b.'inn s.dlh'.l ami tli.'ir

Ih.m.' an.l M..lli.'rlan.l li.'iu!.; ail..w.'.l t.> ruh' h.'i's. if within this

Kmpir.'.

S(»i-r«>u iiiid Triuiiuili.

Hul many ..f Ih.' m.'ii wlm hav.- made Iliis ;.'i'<>at m.iv.Mii.-nl

hav.' passi'd away. I'ani.'ll is in his grave in Dublin, and Davitl
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is gone. Generation afl.^r generation has passed away who have

not lived to see this great day. Even since I have come to this

country I have to mourn the loss of one who was my colleague

in the House of Commons for many and many a day, who

brought the enthusiasm of his free Canadian heart to work for

the land of his fathers, the Hon. Chas. Devlin. Only those of us

who have the blood and history of the past burnt into our brains

know what the settiemciif of this question means to us, and 1

(!an only say, and say it reverently, that the dominating feeling

of Irishmen everywhere is one of humble thankfulness to

Almighty God that He has allowed so many of us to live to see

this day for which so many of our forefathers would have died.

When Ireland does, at last, take her place as a nation she

will turn with a glad smile to these great countries beyond the

seas; she will turn to each and every one of you and thank you

for the sympathy given to her in her hour of trial. And she

will pass her word, that word which has never been broken,

that freedom being granted she is yours, in any thing, hand in

tiand, in the advancement and development of the Empire

agamst the whole world. (Loud and continued applause).
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