THE TWO POLICIES

WHAT BORDEN PROPOSES

- WHAT LAURIER PROPOSES
TO WIN THE WAR

Every person in Canada wishes to win the war If the war
Is not won, freedom will be lost to the world for generations te
come ! levar
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intelli | n

While all Canadians wish t ' the war, the people differ in
their opinions as to which mett 1 Canada is best calculated te
attain this end f Sir Robert Rorden’s policy Cow
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Those who oppose Tir Rohert Borden's policy ¢ y hecause
they believe that an atitempt to carry it out will do more harm than
aood. I' | ) N A
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withouf ' { tt o sm [ and
cleava onr f I will weaken Can power of
serviee i he war by makir f lis ion rather than ted effort
Thev fi that it mav eve S lions which will rove
perilous, if not disastrous, to the British Empire ana the Allie at
a time when, of all times in the work history, it is nece
the peoples who cherish freedom to present a united fro
enemy that menaces the liherties of mankind I'hey heli
the statesmanship of Canady is equal fo finding the me




gary for overseas service by means less liable to provolie a grave
situation,

Those who oppose Sir Robert Borden's policy do not question
the sincerity of others who support it; indecd, they believe that
the zeal which characterizes many of Sir Robert Borden’s support-
ers is bred of the most carnest devolion to country and to the
eause of freedom which the trinmph of German Mililarism would
destroy. Bul those who oppose Sir Robert and belleve that, under
existing conditions, Sir Willrid's poliey is a better one, are entitled
to have their sincerily and patriotism equally respeceed

It is in the interests of Canada’s part in the successful prose~
cution of the war that all views should be accorded thoughful
consideration by the electors, u! o Lime when the people are called
upon to decide a great pssae

It is the people who will suffer the consequences of a mistake
in policy. The people, therefore, should be accorded the oppor-
tunity of free and full discussion, and a free expression of theic
convictions at the polls

The following guolatio from the manifeslos Issued by Sie
Robert Borden and Sie Wilfrid Lauvier respectively will enable
the electors, irrespective of party, Lo arrive al an intelligont under-
standing ol the war policies of the two leaders

BORDEN'S WAR POLICY

Sir Robert's policy is set forth in a manifesto issued by b
on October 19th, and is as follows : a

“(1) The vigorous prosecution of the war; the
maintenance of Canada's effort by the provision of
necessary reinforcements ; the immediate enforcement
of the Military Service Act; and the moet thorough
co~operation with the governments of the United
Kingdom and of the other Dominions in all matters
relating to the War."
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The Military Service Act is the Act which enacts Conscription.
I'me enforcement of this Act, without any reference of its provisions
Lo the people, is the only point of difference bLefween Sir Robert
Borden's war policy and that of Sic Wilfrid Laurier, as respects
the several items in this statement of Sie Robert's manifesto. Sir
Wilfrid pledges his government, just as strongly as Sir Robert
Borden to the vigorous prosecution of the war ; to the maintenance
of Canada's effort by Lhe provision of necessary reinforcements ;
and to the mest thorough co-operation with the governments of
the United Kingdom and of the other Dominions in all matters

relating to the war. As respects Conseription, Sir Wilfrid takes
the position that he “will nol procecd further” under th provisions
of the Military Service Act without consulting the people upon it
by means of an immediate referondum

Since Sir Robert Borden's manifesto was i1ssued, the policy of

Qonscription which it announces has been further emphasized by
the Hon. General Mewburn, Minister of Militia In Sir Robert's
@overnment, who in speaking of the Military Servieo Ael in an
address at a Convention of conseriptionists held at Hamilton on
November 2nd. said

“One thing | am opposed to in the new rieasure
is the limitation to 100,000 men. Wae are in tnhis war,
or should be, not with one, two or three hundred
thousand, but to the very limit of our resources.”

The Minister of Militia is the member of the Borden Union
@overnment through whom it was expecled that a comploete state
ment of the Government's war policy would be announced In
the absence of any contradiction by Sir Robert Borden of the
@overnment's policy as outlined by the new Minister of Militia,

¥he policy stands as thus expressed Sir Robert Sorden’s policy
is, therefore, one of unlimited conscription of men, and should
#e 60 understood by the electorate Sir Robert is opposed to
allowing the people any further opportunity than that which the
present elections afford to express their views with regard to
©oamscription. The people should know this, and understand
slearly what il involves

Ta a second manifesto issued by Sir Robert Borden, on Nov.
184, the foliowing statement as to the numbers of Canadians
alveady enlisted appears :

“By voluntary enlistment an army of over four
hundred thousand has been enrolled.”

Am army in the United ttates of like proportion to its total
pepulation would number over five millions
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LAURIER'S

As to Lthe war
Wilfrid says :

and

Sir Wilfrid Pre

ymises, if

1. To make the
government A\

winning

2. To find the

fullest support to our hergic sol

I

] f 1

\ | a 1 1

n 1 | 1 |
na | \Va
1 ' I { | W | ]
whose first object will b
PeSOUrees necessary fo oo
support aour heroic

enable Canada to

splendid part to win the

Carnada's

of the war

men, money and resources

continue to
A\

WAR POLICY

duty

Returned

the main

necessar

to participate in

s at the t. {

i ! th

[ il

nation of a cabine

wl the me money and

sure the fullest measure of

diers at the front, and L

the very end to do her
ar
&

it,

olject ¢

|

Sir

his

io give the

ays




{ 3. To give the soldier and those dependent on him first place

in the concern of the State. Sir Wilfrid say
; I'he man wh ~ prepared toow nt
| oS I hi fee \ |
entitl ( 1 | lepe upo
him \ spa hi | n = e Lh
next most deserving of the Stat solicitude and care
A policy which will accord 1 we to the sole vl
the sail he 4 | <f{nl W 1 hel
n ng tol 'I i '\ n ! i
without the need o I |
ed to power, 1 sh Id adopl ch a
4. To make the entire resources and population of service
in the war, S W dosays
| Fach yvea has rendered L appar:
| he necessity of organizing th 1 1 rder tha
so far as may be possible a popula
Lion of Canada, in its ent P SOrVI
\ in the suceesstul p eeult
i 5. To so organize the nation that the armies oi the Allied
| oountries may receive the help most needed. Sir Wilfrid says :
Fo-day, under the exhaustion the war has caused
| in the world, Great Breitaim and b Allies are appealing
as never betore for more food, more ship wnd more
| coal AN 1 has vaster resources than Canada
| Lo supply tnperative cauirener What
| needed is s efforts to further an unlimited pro
| duction P'o meet this existing need, Tam prepared i
wddition the measures alreads thined to lal
4 whal further steps may be necessary | INErease
double ind quadruple the output of a thar may b e
necessary for marchn wned g hit n :
6. To treat all alike, and not to conscript human life only.
l =it Wilfrid says
A\ tundamenla W ( e (3 srnment
policy of Conseripbion s that it conseripls human Life
only, and that it does not attempt Lo conseript wealth
esources or the serviees of any person ther than
' those who come within th Y mit prescribed by

1 the M 1y Nervi YR | Min {

7. To consult and abide by the decision of the pecnle as to
further conscription. Sie Wilfrid says

As to the present Military Serviee Ael my poliey
will be not te proceed further unde i Provisions

until the people have an opportunity
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upon it hy way of a referendum I pledge mysell
lo «ubmit forthwith the Act to the people ana with
my followers to carry out the wishes of the majority of
the nation as thus expressed

8. To organize a government campaign for voluntary recruiting
(Thus far recruiting for overseas serviee |
privale enle »
a can

i

as been left wholly t«
Sir Robert Border efforts were confined te
vaign for voluntary National Serviee, under a department of
the Government created and conducled at great cost and which

has since been abandoned Nalional service was aparl altogether
from overseas sepviee Neither S Robert nor his government
has conducted a recruiting campaig Nothing, for example, has

been attempted by the Government in the way of 1
to the campaign for the Vietory L

eccrulting similar
Sir Wiltend says

“I would at the same time organize and earry out
a slrong appeal for v 1

8. To raise troops in Quebec and aveid internal dissensions
In Canada al a lime when the preservation of (

anadian unity s

all important to the strength of the Allies Sir Wilfrid says

It s a ict that tn he denied that vol
untary s Uy in Quet did not g v fan
trial, and a T ( from a « 1rous
people ! s nse which w I b g men Lo
the ranks, w a4 will a enthusiasm, and which
would eliminate fror i political 1 one of s
most harrowing prohlems, as no loval Canadian can
view witl i the gravest apprehe a disunited

10. To give the returned soldiers first clmm on the country's

assistance and support. sir Wilfrid says

'he greatest viee that ean by ndered
hrave men who have tirst elannm ur grat
and sympathy 18 (o replad ) ¢ fi How
do that in the wayv hest o enable each man
to hecom if possible, self-sustaining is a task that
will call for the display of all that is oblest  and
best in the Canadiar

11. To be generous and patient in the treatment of returned
soldiers, Sir Wilfrid says

In a vast numl f cases re-educall and
technical training will be necessary In these cas
patience and generosity on {l part of Lthe S
combined with sympathetie nderstanding, prac
experience and scient knowledge or the p f
those whom the State will call in to aid its eff vill
go a long way towards helping the returned to
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overcome the handicaps of wa I we

s«elve ¢ utely to th las ! Lo plishment will
be hastened by the hearty « operation of every man
who has heen on se Ce Ooverseas

12. To make more adequate provision for the soidiers’

dependents and families. S \\
| | \ N
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through th ned nof g

13. To take prompt action to put the soldiers and their

dependents beyond any possibility of want \ | =ay
al h dej e I | v Vil
after pub subseryy ) i 1 u Bl
ana ex | Y At W Lwa
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A ~ Vit to Loy | L
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16. To have the State take control of the factories making

munitions of war. \ "
of tl { vl goed | D
wil mal \ | ( ( I i
and m ) vof 1 egitimat
profit N

16. To use the Government shops to make war maierials, bulld
ships, etc. i Wilfrid sa
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17. To prevent organized wealth and privileged interests from
eontrolling the government. Sie Wilfrid

Says

“I would hope to have a Government represenfa-
tive of the masses of the people, the common people
whose guiding principle should be  to defend them
against org which has heretofore had

ganized privileg
far too much control over the Government of {he

country.”

18. To control food supplies and fix prices by the Government.
Bir Willrid says :

In conpection with the high
would take drastie

control

cost of living, |
\t.-|.~ Llo bring under government
all food producing factories so that food may
be sold at a fixed price under the control of the

ZOV
ernment, as has been done in Great Britain To this
eid, arvanzements shouid be made with the manage-
ment of the food producing faclovies ailowing for a

fair interest on investiment and fair and reasonable net

profits, so That food mav be obtainable by

Lhe ordinary
consumaer at the hest possible prices

19. To commandeer all food factories if necessary.
Bir Wilfrid says

“should suel

arrangements not  be  possible,
would not hesit

e Lo commmandeer all food factories

20. To reduce prices of commodities, where excessive, to

reasonable rates.” S Wiltrid says
I'he gove ment s iy with powers which
they could and should have to reduce the price
[ all commodities I'hiese powers they have already

exercised in the case of
If they could thus

vsprinb-paper .
reduce the price of paper to
consumers of paper, why did they stop there ? Why
should the  Government  nol  also have  reduced
anxions housewives and
all those commodities that
12 cosbof living one of the most
of all the problems that now

to hundreds of thousands of
hreadwinners the prices of

mahke the evercinerevasi

insi<tent and

dangerom

confront us.'

21. To put a stop to practices that rob the consumer and make !
$he cost of living unbearable.

“The prices of all commodities have been steadily
rising sinee the beginning of the wan The daily
provisioning of the family table is from day to day
becoming a more and more alarming problem for all
clusses ol wage-earners and for all people of small
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amd of even moderate M I I LI SWH tn
say that this is the natural « M) we of the war.
When it is econsidered that P of bread and
L only of these fwe immodities
r here i Canada than in the ted Kingdom
of itself is proof sufficient that the prices hera
E are mflated by methods which are in no way connectod
with the war, unless the war is taken advantage of for
the very purpose of inflation Indeed, the prineipal
causes of these ever-soaring prices are none  other
than those deseribed in the Government manifesto as
Yexcessive profits,’ hoardings and combinations
for the inerease of prices Since the Government
knows where the evil is, what prevents the Government
from slriking the evil, and striking hawrd ? The
remedies are al hand, and 1 at nee sel down the
policy
22. To destroy trusts and combines where there are excessive
profits, hoardings and combinations, Rir Wilfrid says
“No measure to reduce the cost of living eaa be
effective unless and until the tariff is reformed and
its pressure removed from those commodities in which
there are ‘exeessive profits hoardings", and ‘combina
tions for the inerease of prices
23. To save the country millions by having the new Parliament
pass upon the transactions of the Borden Government in thelr
dealings with Mackenzie and Mann. it Wilfri LV
One feature of the A [ last
Government becomes the owner ol the stoeck { the
Company, of the nominal vah 0 Iy omll dolla
I'here never was a dollar panl in that < < '
experts employed by the Government
value of the whole enterpris
abilily d experience, themselves ha
the stoek of the Company 1S Hoova wWhitle
Yot the Governme ave lake i \ 0
appoint a board of arbilra < Lo give a hat
property, which theie experts have declared absolutely
without value
I'hie Opposibim tskhed that the vport ol Lhe
* arbitrators, whatever it might be, should be Laid before
Parliament for approval I'hough this moltion was
rejected, it is the vight of the people to declare that the
case should not have been finally closed by the action
of a morbund Parliament, but that the whole matier
should be reported to, and adjudicated upon by the new
Parliament
9




Laurier’'s Attitude on Conscription

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has not said that he will not have Con-*
seription under any econditions. All he has said is thal he is
epposed to further Conscription without the people heing given a
ehance to pronounce upon it, and this for the following reasons :

1. Because it will hinder rather than helo to win the war.
®ir Wilfrid says :

“This year the Government introduced a bill to
make military service compulsory, With this poliey
I found it impossible Lo agree If it be asked how this
view ig consistent with my oft expressed determination
to assist in winning the war, I answer without any
hesitation that this sudden departure from the
voluntary system was bhound more to hinder than to
help the war.”

2. Because it will disunite Canada. Sir Wilfrid says :
“It will ereate and intensify division where unity
of purpose is essential

8. Because it will destroy the united purpose and enthusiasm
neesessary to winning the war. Sir Wilfrid says @

“It rgay bring men to the ranks, but it will not
infuse into the whaole hody of the nation that spirit of
enthusiasm and determination which is more than half
the battle,

4. Because coercion is not sound policy. Sir Wilfrid says @

“T hold that to coerce when persuasion has not
been atlempted, is not sound policy, and in this |
appeal to the impartal judgment of all Canadians,

5. Because the manner of its introduction was neither wise,
prudent nor effective. Sir Wilfrid says

“To foree such a drastiec measure upon a peopie
thus unprepared and against repeated assurances to
the contrary wias  neither wise nor prodent nor
effective

6. Because its introduction at this juncture was a grave error.
Kir Wilfrid says

“I appeal with great confidence (o the fair judg-
ment of the country that the introduction of conserip-
tion at this juncture and 1n  the manner above
described was a grave ervor, if it is remembered that
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the supreme object should have heen and still
be to bring all eclasses of the community 1o
co-operation in the task which we assumed

should
hearty

7. Because the people of Canada were unprepared for its

imreduction, St Wilfrid says

It must be | tted out that in Greal B \ ¢
some years hefore the wa VW fthe immensity of
war preparal 1S an . ot natie ot
continent, the question of conseription  was 10U
and inereasingly discuss Parliamie: 1 Lhe
press, si il at last when a measure 1l el fect was
mtroduced by the gcovernmen iocane as prise
It found the p e | \ ind i ek hen slrong
protests were Lheard trom many LS < the com
munity

Very diff | duetion of erip
tion in Canada It came as a complete s pri I
never | ul_bheen diseussed Parhiament nd the
of the press had been strong against il

8. Because the press of Canada, till Conscription was intro-
duoed, educated the pecple against the very idea of Conscription
Bir Wilfrid says

\r
Pt | \ ol I | VO
of G pliog H hia H
careful woned ‘
I'l iLORBI | il i
sistent poi d | (
Canada { ph | a 1y | \ | 1
responsih statesmar L I pah
ding a Canar A\ M
] "
Iove \ \ s i ( (i o
epeal | 1
Canadians nto  the u mmed o opub
opinion thu
I't tnnol e [ o Opg 2
consery | wnd the leading ponet
f )
manitestation [ democracy i

svstem

9. Because the Government stated there would be no cen-
seription. <ir Wilfrid say

N\ S mphat had been the Janguage f ¢




government AL the beginning of the session of 1916
In answer to my inquiry whether the promise recently
made by the Prime Minister of enlisting 500.000 men
meant Conseription, he answered in these words

My Right Honourable friend has alluded (o
Conseription— o the idea in this countrey or else
where that there may be Conseription in Canada
In speaking in the first two or three months of this
war, I made it elear to the people of Canada that
we did not propose Gonseription I repeal that
announcement to-day with emphasis

10. Because the Nationalist-Conservative Alliance has made
it impossible, except on a referendum, for Sir Wilfrid to support
conscription without deceiving the people, Sie Wilfrid  says

'hronghout the whole campaign of 1910 and
1OV, 1T may roeall that the  Nationalist-Conservative
\lhanee which opposed the naval poliey of the Liberal
Government of that time asserted (hat such a policy

meant conseription

ing these assertions I gave
the pubhe freguent assuranee that und no o ¢ireuam
stances would conseriplion follow the adoption of o

poliey

Sie Wilfrid adds

If enlistin i Ouehie < nol v par with
enlisting in the other provim \ m does the
responsibility ost 2 On whom but the Borden

Government, whose Quebee members « 1
ously and persistently preached the Nationalist doe
trine of ‘no participation by Canada in Tmperial wars
outside  her own  lerritory such
doetrine taught on the hustings, circulated by the

strenu

Nationalist press at the expense of the Conservative
organization, had a powerful influ

m oduecating

the publie against the participation by Canada m Im
perial wars outside her territory I'he first result
wias at the polls when the Liberals won 38 seats and

the Conservative-Nationahst Alliane wWol ¥} the
evenly divided, the Lib
il the Conservative-Na

» being even more
erals polling 164,281 votes

popular vo

tionalists Alliance 159,299 The second result was
when the war broke out and a eall made by the govern
went for volunteers They reaped what they had
sowed I'ere was one-half of the provinee which

they had educated to rejeet such an appeal
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Bourassa and the Nationalists

! K hat
candida ple ( \ he M iy
Service Act, t also | ! e tha | ( <idered oid and
without eff fron VeI Bourassa demands that the

Nationalists exact plcdqcs of Lx’!f‘(]‘('df s Lhat they put themselves
on record as being ‘‘against any and all additional efforts to
prosecute the war.”

tuntiys 1l | ) \ “!u
Proees I witl pealed Sir Wilfrid in his manifesto says
that he will “find the men, money and resources necessary to en=
sure the fullest measure of support to our hercic soldiers at the
front,” and that Canada should ‘“‘ccntinue to the very end to do
her splendid part to win the war

1 believe tha
our first and ¢ ing Ly L ha he fight I
believe at i our immediate duty to Ip o
arr 10 have covered Li 185€lve with glory W
must support them with men We must feed them.
We must serve
In |
a part I }
P
I
Conmine f 8 S
had comme f { \ as a
part of the Bl"lloh Navy. ! Ihi= Sir Wilfrid was denounced in

Quebec by Bourassa and the Nationalists, who preached the doctrina
of “no partnc:pauon by l,mmda in imperial wars, outside her own

territory,” ind a [ Wilfrid wal g v meant
Conscriptior ~ W\ el o B h T al
In Ontario the ery was that his policy was British Imperial




snough. The events of the war have proven conclusively that 8ir
Wilfrid’s naval policy was right. Sir Rohert
ment have never repealed the Naval Serviee Aet
out its provisions to-day

and his Goverm-
; they are carrying
Had the Act been promptly proceeded
with instead of being held in abeyanee till the war started at the
instance of the Nationalists in Sir Robert's cabinet, Canada would
have had at the commencement of the war a navy like Australia's,
She would have been able as Australia was Lo capture many enempy
ships upon the high seas, to defond her own coasts, to aid effectively
in the transportation of her own troops and munitions, and to
render Great Britain and the Allies a serviee on the seas similar
to what she has rendered on land

Out of the wisdom born of years of leadership, and an under=
standing of the problems of Government in Canada which no othee
leader save the Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald has had, Sir Wilfrid
is seeking to-day once more to adopt the course which will avold
extremes in either direction and maintain Canadian unity, that
Canada may do her utmost in the prosecution of the war, He
refuses Bourassa’s demand for a rvepeal of (he Conseription Aed,
and to set al naught what may be done under it He will have no
repeal without first giving to the people a chance to express their
wishes He agrees to abide by their decision, whatever it may be.
He holds that Canada musl participate in the war to the very end,
and must do her utmost in men, money and resources to win the
war, Unless the loyal citizens of Ontario are prepared to stand
by Sir Wilfrid in his patriotic effort to keep all parts of the country
united In the prosecution of the war, Canada will become a seeond
Ireland, the control of her affairs will pass into the hands of
extreme men, and Iinstead of being able to support her brave sok
diers at the front, and to help the allied nations in this great orisls,
our country will become a source of weakness rather than of strength
%o the British Empire and the Allies.

Let the electors ponder ecarefully the possible consequemces
of rash action at the present time FEdmund Burke said, “You
sannot indlct a nation.” Neither can you indict a Province, er
.ang great body of public vpinion Much lese oan you eocerce,
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The Supreme Issue of the Election

In concluding his manifesto, Bir Wilfrid says :

In this election the supreme snd is
the tremendous struggle in which we are engaged, Lo
maintain the unity of the nation, to avoid the divisions

and discords which for many years kept in check, and

18518l in

are now unfortunately again looming up dangerous
and tt | i ua
n with the vie : g
and sufferings, whicl nld Xist 4 itry
1 endowed by ! Lry
ELECTORS :
Conside W which the N P s 1s deserving of gour

suppor!

The issue in the present contest is much broader and more
far-reaching than that of Conscription or no Conscription, 117
is whether In the face of a powerful and brutal enemy, at a moment
when internal dissension is weakening some of the allied nations,
we shall have a united or a divided Canada.

Remember Canada 1s at war, and remember “if a kingdom be
divided agalinet Itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”

Bra Print, Newmarkel




