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* . To the PUBLIC.

V

TP HE Coalition formed between Lord 

North, the Right Honourable Charles James Fox, 
and Mr. Edmund Burke, having been juftified 

/'V ' under a pretence that the American war was the
caufe of their difference, and that when it was at 
an end, no peafon any longer fubfifted againft 
their aïlihg together in the fervice of their coun- ^ 
try, the following publication is fubmitted to the 
impartial and difpaflionate reader, as at once thç 
mud ^liredt and faired means of expofing the fuj 
tilitv of fuch a defence, and indeed of every argu
ment in favour of fo unnatural a junction.I . '

In the courfe of the enfuing pages, the hardeft 
of belief mud be convinced, that the difference

■ **"' V

between Ld.North,Mr.Fox.andMr.BurkeyWas not 
occalioned by a variation of fentiment on any one 
grpat national topic, or political point, in particu
lar: it was the system of Lord North that Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Burke continually oppofed, and in
variably reprobated. Every flieet teems with

this



this mod glaring fadt. Thole Gentlemen not 
only condemned the American war, as an out
rage againft tjie . conftitution, humanity, and 
common ierife, and not only repeatedly pledged 
themfelves to call Lord North to account for the 
confluences of it, ' but publicly accufed him of 
being a Tory, and hence an enemy to the 
liberties of the people—of ignorance, lazinefs, inca
pacity} abjurdity, and want of fore fight, as i Mini* 
ster—-of pofj'ej/ing neither knowledge or concep
tion of the art of Finance—of being deceitful\ 
ambitious, ungrateful, avaricious, treacherous, 
and vindiftive, as a Man—of having lofi us 
Thirteen Colonies, increafed the national debt one 
hundred millions of money, and ruined us in the 
Wefl-lndies—and of having formed a defign 
againft oür rights and happinefs at home. They 
defpifed him equally *as a Minister and a 
Man. In his public situation, there is 
fcarccly a crime they did not impute to him 5 
and, as an individual, they held his cha
racter to be fo extremely (hocking, and highly 
offenfive, that Mr. Fox even went fo far as to 
declare, “ he Jhould defervc to be braitded as the 
“ moft infamous of men, if ever he approached bis 
“ threshold;* while Mr. Burke treated with 
the moft ineffable contempt the idea that Lord

North
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1

North (to ufe his own expreffion) would ever 
be able “ to take HIM by /&/PAW.”

*1 ' *

Whether Lord North deferved the abufivc 
epithets applied to him by Mr. Fox and Mr, 
Burke, or the complaints they made of him, or
not, is a matter that cahoot be left at this time of

.

day undecided upon.. It is, however, fcarcely 
neceflàry here to confiderzwhether what was laid 
of him y and to him, was well founded, or not : it is 
fufficient for the prefent purpofe to know, that 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke> THEY heaped every 
charge on- the noble Lord that he is loaded with ; 
and that THEY, Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, 
both of them, are men of honour, and above 
uttering that which is not ftrifily agreeable to 
truth and juftice.

Confident as the People of England are of 
this, a coalition with fuch a man could not 
but create a more than ordinary degree of fur- 
prife. Had Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke joined the 
noble Lord for the purpofe of effe&ing any one 
fpecific fublic objeft previoufly agreed upon, from 
which any certain good would have accrued to the 
nation, the motive and tendency of the junction 
might pofliBly have reconciled it to the people. 
Thf moment, • however, it was found that thofc

perfons
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perfons had- linked themfelves together for the

GOVERNMENT OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE, the
♦

Coalition immediately ftruck every one as a 
monster of the moft alarming kind; nor can 
it at all aftonifh, that it Ihould have produced 
thofe twin brothers in folly, opprefiion, and 
defpotifm, the Receipt Tax and East- 
India Bill, and have drawn on thofe who 
formed the Coalition, the difpleafure of the Sove
reign, and the cenfure and contempt of the 
public. r

Shakfpeare Tavern, 
Friday, Jan. 9, 1784.

THE
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I

THE

June 8, 1774.
1

On the Quebec Bill.
Mr. BurkeJin the molt pointed manner, attacked 

the noble Lord (Lord North) as to his candour and 
confcience ; and in the richeft vein of humour, which 
kept the Houfe in a continual roar of laughter, con
tended, that he pofleffed neither one nor the other.

December 16."
Mr. Fox faid, ' it was proper to include Ireland in 

all the debates upon American taxation, in order to 
afeertain the Parliamentary right of taxation over 
every part of the Britifh dominions.

B January

1:
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January 23, 1775.
Mr. Fox repeatedly called to know who was the 

man that advifed the meafures purfued agaioft Ame
rica, and faid, it was he who ought to anfwer to his 
country for the mifehief and expence that might 
enfue.

January 26. y -
Mr. B’urke lamented the miferies of a civil war,

e 1
incurred by the precipitate ignorance of the Minifter 
—trade déftroyed—the revenue impoverilhed—the 
poor ftarving—manufactures ftagnating—the poor- 
rate running into the land-tax, and both devouring 
the eftate. He laid, that, whenever the black and 
bitter day of reckoning (hould come, he would con
vint him of fuqfi a chain of blunders and negledts 
as would bring vengeance on his head.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox, fpeaking of the American war, faid, that 

the contrary effedt of what the Minifter had pio- 
mifed, was foretold ; but that the Minifter, forfooth, 
in his ufual negligence, avowed, that when he was 
purfuing a meafure of the laft degree of importance, 
he thought it treafonable in him, though the ftrength 
of the words he afterwards difavowed, yet he thought 
it would be blameable in him fo much as to enquire 
what the* effefts were to be of his meafures. He 
believed it was the firft time any Minifter dared to 
avow that he thoughtjt his duty not to enquire into

the
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tl>e rffehs of his meafures : but it was fuitable to the 
whole of the noble Lord’s conduct, who had no

- v v
fyftem or plan of cortdudt, no knowledge of bufi- 
nefs ; that he had often declared his unfitneis for his 
Ration ; and he agreed that his conddft juftified his 
declaration, and that the country was incenfed, and 
on the'point of being involved in a civil war by his 
incapacity. He pledged himfelf to join Mr. Burke in 
purfuing himy and bringing him to anfwer the mi Je biefs < 
occafioned bjj bis infufficicncy, his inconfttttncy, and in* 
capacity.

Same Day.
Lord North faid, that as to Mr. Fox, who difeo- 

vered in him fo much incapacity and negligence, 
there was a time when he approved, at leaft, /one 
part of his conduct.

Same Day. \
Mr. Fox, in reply to Lord North, obferved, that it 

would readily be believed that his private rejentments 
had not affefted his public condufiy when he might 
have long fince juftly charged him with the mod 
unexampled treachery and faljhoctk

4» ^ Xjéame Day.

He charged all the difputes with America to his 
negligence and incapacity.

February 8.
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord (Lord North) was 

all hurry, till he had effected meafures for refeuing
B General
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General Gage out of the very dangerous fituation he 
was in ; that he now imagined he had got him into a 
Bate of fecurity, and meant to proceed more coolly and 
deliberately, becaufe he dreaded that the defeat and ^ 
deftru&ion of that Genera^and his troops would be 
wholly attributed to his Lordfhip’s rafhnefs and
negligence, ' *' ’

Same Day.
Lord North replied, that it was impoffible for him 

to efcape the cenfure of the Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Fox), let him ad: as he might.

March 8.
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord (Lord North) was 

uniform. From the beginning, his Lordfhip had 
taken care to lead the Houfe blindfold, and would, 
he was certain, continue to do fo, till he found fome 
perfonal convenience in a&ing othervvife.

May 18.
Lord fyorlh faid, he flood up in his place to afiert, 

that if the refra&ory Colonies could not be reduced 
by the prefent force to obedience, he fhould think it 
a right, proper, and neceflary meafure, to arm the 
Roman Catholics of Canada, and to employ them in 
that fervice.

Same Day.
His Lordfhip faid, he would venture to affirm, 

that the dfpute with America was not' fo alarming as 
fome people apprehended. He had not the lead

doubt
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loubt this difpute would end /peedily, happily, and 
nthout bloodjhed.

Oâober 26.
Mr. 'Burke reported fame expreflions of Lord 

North on American affairs,Tome time fince, fuch as, 
he would bring the Americans to his feet, &c. and 
contrafted them with fome late events in America, 
which caufed a great deal of laughter. /
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Samê Day.
Mr. Fox defcribed Lord North as the blundering 

pilot who had brought the nation into its prefent 
difficulties. The Minifter, he faid, exulted at having 
brought us into this dilemma. He has reafon to 
triumph. Lord Chatham—the King of Prufira— 
nay, Alexander the Great, never gained more in one 
campaign than the noble Lord has loft—he has loft a 
•whole continent.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox took occafion to defcribe the diftin&ion 

between Whigs and Tories, and mentioned the pre
fent Minifter as an enemy to freedom, declaring him 
to be a Tory.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox rallied Lord North on the rapid progress 

he had mrde in misfortune, having expended nearly 
as large a fum to acquire national difgrace, as that 
great and able Minifter, Lord Chatham, had ex
pended in gaining that glorious luftre with which he 
had encircled the Britifh name.

Same
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Same Day.
Lord North Lid, he held the pity and contempt of 

the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox') in equal in
difference.

December 1.
I

On the American Prohibitory Bill.

Mr. Fox enumerated the feveral contradictions and 
fafions of the Minifter, fin ce the commencement of 

prefent Teffion, and contraffed thefe with his 
irdlhip’s declarations the preceding feflion. He 

obferved on the do&rine of unconditional fuprema- 
cy, that it went to this: tax A meric Albany amount 
or in any manner you pleafe ; if fhe complains, pu- 
nilh her with pains and penalties of the mod cruel 
and unrelenting nature ; and if {he refills fuch tyranny 
and barbarity, then (it down day after day, in mer
ciful deliberation on the mod potent and expedi
tious way of ftarving or maffacring the devoted 
vi&ims.

, Same Day. J
Mr. Burke obferved, that the preTént was a re- 

tropeâive bill ; for by it the Minifter infli&ed pu- 
nilhments for atfts thought innocent at the time they 
were committed. Our Saviour fent his apoftles to 
teach and proclaim peace Xo all nations ; but the 
political apoftles, to be fent out by the Minifter, 
would be the harbingers of civil war, in all its mod
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îorrid and hideous forms, accompanied, by fire,
(word, hnd famine.

>
. „ ■ / V j %

February 29, iy£6. %
Mr. JFax faid, that the noble Lord (Lord "North) 

fwas never to be found twice in the famç temper, nor 
)f the fame opinion.

(

Mr. Fox attacked 
ever

May 6, 
the Minifter on his breach 

>f promife ever fmee he came ii office.

/ Same Day.
j| Mr. Burke took a (hort view of tfie American war 
from its commencement, and jocularly obferved, that, 

gif he had not the highett opinion of the probity 
Sand integrity of the noble Lord (Lord North)-and 
fis colleagues in office,' he ffiquld be inclined to 
fufpeét that they toere fee ret. friends ate-America, 
ind had been bribed to betray the honôûr aud intereft 
)f this country.; ’, ' ', '

• May 8. -
Mr. Burke, in a committee of the Houfe for en- 

juiring into licences granted by the Admiralty, faid, 
the conduit of the noble Lord (Lord North), in pro- 
lucing a few partial accounts of no moment, and 
folding all thole back that were of çonfcquence, was 

» infolent and contemptuous as it was unprecedented,

May
X

- V/
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May 10. , • f, •
On ^/motion for putting .the, Americans on the 

fame footing as the people 4of Ireland, Mr. Burke 
took a review jof the mealurcs purfued by the Min if-1 

y ter fin ce the commencement of the icflion. He catl- 
» ed on Lord North to tell a fingle a ft. that had been 

done within that period. His Lordfhip, it was true, 
might fay, that he had voted ten millions out of the 
pockets of the people. He might boaft that he had 

l taken twenty thoufand Germans into pay, and turned 
our Britijh tranfport veffels into' German bofpitalu He 
might d&(ire the reprefentatives of the people to 
tell theirsQnftltuents, that, in return for^ich lavifh 
grants, new taxes had been laid on themf and a four- 
Jbilling land-tax rendered perpetual.

F “ * * * ,l „ r

November 6.
j ' , » -

Mr. Fox obferved, however abfurd and inconfiftent 
the Minifter had Hie wed himlelf in other refpedts, in 
his mealures refpeflikg America, and his profejfed con
tempt for Parliament, he had been perfectly uniform 
and confident. 1

came
fidenct

r

Y •

November 29.
Mr. Burke faid it was in vain to contend againft the 

Minifter ; for the country gentlemen had abandoned 
their duty, and placed an implicit confidence in the 
Minifter. But that ftiould neither now, nor hereafter, 
prevent him from performing his duty ; for let the

“ noble • fl»
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•>'
ri cans on the) 
J, Mr. Burkek 
3y the Minif-r 
>n. Heeafh 
iat had been_ / ait was true,

oble Lord (Lord North) be in, or out of office, 
*" hen the meafures which he was wildly hurrying the

r out of the 
: that he had 
, and turned 
[pit ah. He 
e people to 
*^bçh lavifh 
, and a four-

îation into, were totally proved to, be ruinoüs and 
Jdeftruftive to the intereft of this country in their 
confequcnces, his Lord (hip might depend upon it, 
that be would be made refponfible foféeafures he bqà 
carried into execution, under the fanfiion of fucb n eon- 
fdeuce.

I inconfiftent 
relpcâs, in 

5roftffed con- 
:tly uniform

«

againft the 
abandoned 

lc/ice in the 
or hereafter, 

for let the 
noble *1

February io, 1777. *
On the; fécond reading of the bill to empower his 

Majefty to fccure and detain perfons charged with, 
or fufpe&ed of, the high crime of treafon com
mitted in America, &c. :

• *> ' » *

Mr. Fox Laid, that fibe prefent bill ferved as a kind 
of key or index to the defign that the Miniftcr had 
been fome years manifeftly forming -, the obje&s of 
of which he had rendered vifible from time to time, 
as opportunity ferved, as circumltances proved fa
vourable, or as proteflion encreafed, and power 
ftrengthened. It refembled, he liqd, the firft feene 
in the fifth adt, when fome important tranfadtion, or 
circumftance, affedting the chief perfdnages in the 
drama, comes to be revealed, and points diredtly 
to the denouement. This plan had been long vifible, 
and, however covertly hid, or artfully held back but of 
fight, was uniformly adopted, and fteadily purfued : 
it was nothing lefs than robbing America of her fran- 
chifes, as a previous ftep of introducing the fame 
fyftem of government in this country and, in fine, of

C ■ fpreading
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fpreading arbitrary dominion over all the territories 
belonging to the Britijh Crown.

« * Same Day.
Mr. Fox dwelt a confiderable time on the inva

luable advantages derived from the Habeas Corpus aft, 
which he called the great Palladium of the liberties 
of the fubjeft, exprefiing, at the fame time, his afto- 
nifhment, in th^boldeft and mod animated terms, 
at the infolen# and temerity of the Minifter, .who 
could thus dare to fnatch it from the people, by a 
mandate manufaftured by himfclf, though fanftion- 
ed by the Sign Manual.

'** y Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, the .Minifter is credulous in the ex

treme, becaufe he is fearful -, and he is Jearful, from 
a confcioufnefs of his crimes.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, I am not furprifed at any thing. 

The tone of the Minijler is become firmt loud, and 
decifive. He has already alfured us, in this Houfe, 
that he has nearly fubdued America, and from what 
we are able to col left,zhe means to extend bis conquefts 
nearer home.

April, 16, 1777.

On a motion for paying the King’s Debts.

Mr. Burke was lev ere upon the noble Lord (Lord 
North), and faid, that the time of bringing in this

demand

father

?
/
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i.1777] fox,/North, and burke, n
Remand was full of indecency and impropriety, that, 
/hen we were going to tax every gentleman’s houfe 

England, even to the fmalleft domeftic accom- 
lodation, and to accumulate burthen upon burthen, 

lothing but a fervility of the Houfe, and a thorough 
confidence in it, and an experience in our carcleffncfs 
/ith regard to all our affairs, could make the Minif- 

ter defperate enough to tell us, *tis in fucb a time we 
bad not provided fufficiently for the fplendour sof the 
Irown.

Same Day. ■ ,

Mr. Fox, after deferibing what he termed the wan
ton profufion of Minifters, for a feries of years back, 
In the fevcral great departments of ftate, and the 
fhameful prodigality which prevailed in the difpofi- 
tion of the revenues of the civil lift, predicted a 
^ay of reckoning, when probably the Mimtter would 
be brought to the punijhment be deferved.

P
April 18.

Mr. Fox faid, Sir Robert Walpole was deemed the 
father of corruption ; the prefent Minifter is his equal, 

sif not in abilities, at lead in his art of managing Par
liaments. He has improved on the founder of this 
corrupt fyftem ; he has carried it to infinitely a 
greater extent : but, then, he has had the addrefs to 

^ofe half the empire, as one of the fir SI happy conferences 
bis experimental improvements.

C 2 May
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May 14.
Lord North obfcrvcd, that the expences of the Ame

rican war were certainly enormous, but they were ne- 1 
cefi'ary ; and that the arts of defigning men (looking at a : 
certain Right Honourable Gentleman) had wrought j 
upon our fubjeéts in that country to throw off her 
obedience and conftitutional dependency on this, and 
to refill our lawful authority by an appeal to arms.

November 25. |

Mr. Burke feverely reprobated the contract the 
Minifter had formed with the Princelings of Germany 
as mean and humiliating, and expreffed his afto- • 
nilhment that the Minifter had condefcended to the I 
indignity and vilenefs of courting the alliance of a -
few traders in human flejh.

.
' November 26.

r Q % e
Mr. Fox Laid, that the faithful page of Hiftory 

would hand down tp pofterity the pufillanimity of a 
Minijlery who confented to fet Spain the example of 
difarming, though the honour of the navy, and con- t 
fequently of the nation, had been violated, when 
the rudder of an Englilh man of war was forcibly 
taken frFrom her at Port Egmont.

Same Day.
Mr. Burke was warmed at the idea of fufpending j 

the Habeas Corpus and faid it would enable the 
Minifter to cut down the fence of liberty, and en- 
Have every Britifh fubjeét.

. v November
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November 28.

Mr. Burke faid, that he had never heard the no
ble Lord (Lord North) behave with fo much can
dour, generofity, and fpirit, as he had (hewn in agree
ing with his friend (Mr. Fox’s) requeft for laying 
before the Houfe certain papers. He had publifhed 
a bond wherein he granted all ; but in the end was 
inferred a little defeafance, with a power of revoca
tion, -by which he preferved himfelf from the exe
cution of every grant he had made. His con
duct, he faid, reminded him of a certain Governor, 
who, when he arrived at the place of appointment, 
fat down to a table covered with profufion, and 
abounding with every dainty and delicacynhat art, 
nature, and a provident Reward could furnifti : but 
a pigmy phyfician, who watched over the health of 
the Governor, excepted to one difh, becaufc it was 
difagreeable ; to another, becaufe it was hard of di- 
geftion ; to a third, becaufe it was unhealthy ; and 
in this progrefiivc mode robbed the Governor of 
every dilh on table, and left him without a dinner ; 
alluding to Cervantes’ humorous account of Sancbo 
Panza, in his government of Barataria.

Same Day.
,Mr. Fox faid, that ever fince the Minifter had pre- 

fided, the moft violent, fealping, tomahawk mea- 
fures have been purfued—bleeding has been his only 
prefeription. If a people deprived of their antient

rights
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rights are groWn tumultuous—bleed them ! If they 
are attacked with a fpirit of infurrtttion—bleed them / 
If their fever fhould rife into rebellion—bleed them! 
cries this State Fbyfician : more blood ! more blood ! 
ftill more blood ! When Doctor Sangrado (faid he) 
had perfevered in a fimilar pra&ice of bleeding his 
patients—killing by the very means which he had 
ufed for a cure—his man took the liberty of remon- 
flrating upon the necefiity of relaxing in a practice to 
which thoufands of their patients had fallen facrifices, 
and which was beginning to bring their names into 
difrepute. The Doctor anfwered, “ I believe wJ 

have carried the matter a little too far; but you 
mu ft know that I have written a book upon the effi
cacy of the practice; therefore, though every pa
tient we have ffiould die by it, we muft continue the 
bleeding for the credirof the book”

, December 3.

Mr. Burke expreffed the tumult and perturbation 
in his bread, occaf^oned by the information given to 
the Houfe by the Miniftcr. A whole army com
pelled to lay down their arms, and receive laws 
from their enemies, was a matter fo new, that he 
doubted if fuch another inftance could be found in 
the annals of hiftory. The effrontery with which it 
was told, excited no lefs aftoniftiment than indigna
tion. Ignorance had damped every ftep taken in the 
courfe of the expedition ; but it was the ignorance

of
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i of the Minifter, and not to be imputed to General 
Burgoyne.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox expreffed his happinefs at being prevented 

from fpeaking immediately after the fatal tidings 
that had attended General Burgoyne. Rage and 
indignation fo fwayed his breaft at that time, that, 
if he had attempted to fpeak, his words muft have 

j been unintelligible. An army of 10,000 men had 
I been deftroyed through the ignorance, the wilful 
I ignorance and incapacity of the noble Lord ; and it 
I called fo loudly for vengeance, that, if no one elle 

would move it, he would take upon him the talk of 
moving dircâly for an inquiry into the affair.

December ç.
Mr. Burke faid, the noble Lord (Lord North) 

feemed to contrive the molt lame> abjurd, and incon- 
fjjlent meafures, to give him an opportunity of Ihew- 
ing his aptitude for defence, and his quicknefs at reply.

Ï December 10.
Lord North faid, he did not yet defpair of gaining

America !
& Same Day.
M Mr. Fox faid| the noble Lord in the Blue Ribbon 

Lord North) had difeovered the prettieft method 
aginable to recover America. It was, he would 

confefs, a new way ; but what of that ? It is a 
rcible, and, for that reafon, a fuccefsful one ? How 
es his Lord lb ip mean to treat ? Why, we have

been

' ft
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been beaten putty tolerably. One General, and his 
army, are loft ; the other is furrounded, and in dan
ger : when the other (hall he loft, then will be the 
time to treat. /We have been unfuccefsful almoft in 
every thing ; (but it Teems, by the noble Lord’s new 
logic, we have got yet been unfuccefsful enough. 
He was very ievere on his want of candour, and his 
eternally ftiifting his ground, To as never to permit 
himfelf to be tied down to any engagement. If 
treaty is fpoken of, his Lordlhip wifhes for it, and 
the end propofed by it ; if war is fpoken of, his 
Lordihip promifes fuccefs : in fhort, whether it be 
conqueft, unconditional fubmiflion, treaty, concilia
tion, taxation, fovereignty, or treating with rebels 
with arms in their hands, he is for every one of them, 
and for none of them, but that which anfwers im
mediately the temporary purpofes of debate -, that of 
voting in a majority; of keeping his place, by keep
ing his friends together; of urging the violent, 
foftening his antagonifts, and meeting exadlly the 
ideas of the moderate.

cont

com
i then

com
a nii

Same Day.
Mr. Burke was remarkably fevere on Lord North, 

and dwelt upon his Lordlhip’s expreftion, that he 
meant to make propofitions of peace ; and appealed 
to the good fenfe, experience, and obfervation of the 
Houfe, whether it was within the mod diftant views 
of probability to expedt that be, whofe impotence, in
capacity, obstinacy, or inattention, had been the càufe

of >
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of every meafure, no matter whether it was accom
modation or coercion, was the proper perfon to pro- 
pofe any meafure leading any way. The plea, he 
contended, was monftrous ; the expectation in the 
higheft degree improbable and abfurd.
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Same Day.
Mr.- Fox controverted every thing that had been 

faid by the noble Lord (Lord North), and feemed, _ 
from motives of generous pity, to diredt his galling '* 
attacks againft the great Financier, fooncr than prefs 
too clofely on the American Minifter. He repro
bated the idea of the noble Lord’s offering himfelf ► 
to be a negociator, being, he faid, well convinced 
that the Americans would never liften to any treaty 
coming from his Lordfhip. He was obnoxious to 
them -, and if he perfifted in retaining his ftation as 
NHmSier, it would moil certainly prevent every ac
commodation, which came recommended to them by 
a man whom they fufpedted, detefted, and defpifed.

Same Day.
Mr. Burkf took notice of the zeal of the noble Lord, 

(Lord Norib), and the warmth of his bofom for the 
public weal. He fuppofed it to be that zeal, warmth, 
and ardour, that had induced him to aflift, if not de- 
vife, the raifing of men without the knowledge of Par- 
Marnent, and by that means to a& unconftitution- 

. • ally for the good of his country.

)
D
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same Day.
Mr. Burke fa|d, die noble Lord (Lord North) re

minded him of Pericles, who, exhaufted with misfor
tune, wafted with difealè, and lingering with pain, 
walked abroad, bedecked with amulets, charms, and 
faws of old women. The loan, now unfilled, and un
paid, was his difeafe, and the charitable contribu
tions of his friends were his amulets and charms. He 
was ready to grant, that voluntary donations might 
be fairly interpreted as proofs of a people’s affedion, 
but they were no lefs fo of their real poverty. Pri
vate and public life exhibited pregnant proofs, that 
felicitations on one hand, or benevolences on the 
other, were the common effeds of pride, poverty, 
and pity.

Same Day.
Mr. Burke faid,^hat the ufe the noble Lord (Lord 

North) employed the word conjfifution in, brought to 
his recoiled ion Dean Swift’s application of Whitfhed, 
a proftitute Irilh crown lawyer’s motto on his coach, 
Libertas Cd” natale folum ; which would be applied by 
every man according as his own ideas led him, or as 

' his intereft pointed out. Juft fo with the noble Lord 
(Lord North) ; the idea annexed to the word conjlitu- 
tion by him was very different from its true import in 
a limited monarchy. He might mention it as often 
as he pleafed, and ring the changes upon the conjlitu- 
tion, conjlitutjonal, &c, but he might as well vainly 
exped, that his garter would preferve him from the 
gout, or his ribbon expel a fever, as to imagine, that

to
V
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to proftitute the word conjlitution would prevent an 
invejtigation into bis conduct at fme future period.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, it would be happy for the Minijier, 

if the laft war could be forgotten ; to the end that 
the contrail of the prefent difgraces might not ilrike 
the nation fo ilrongly, ahd render the Minijier, the 
contriver of our misfortunes, the execration of the 
People.

January 22, 1778.
Lord North faid, that if the Honourable Gentleman 

(Mr. Fox) had not fpoke treafon, he had gone very 
near it.

January 27.
Mr. Fox animadverted on an expreflion made in the 

Houfe fome time ago by the noble Lord, “ that be 
“ was an unfortunate Minijier.” He played upon the 
word above an hour, and in the courfe of his lpeech 
recapitulated every miftake, or fuppofed error in the 
Miniiler, with the Sbntinued repetition of this expref
fion, “ If the noble Lord bad been fo fortunate as to bave 
“ done this, or if be bad not been fo unfortunate as to 
“ bave mijtaken that, neither the Nation, nor the Minif 
“ ter, would have expofed ,tbemfelves to the neceffuy of 
“ an inquiry.”

February 6.
Mr. Burke ihewed the monilrous expence of em

ploying the Indians ; that one Indian foldier coil as 
much as five of the bed tegular European troops ;

D 2\ ' . n but
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but the Minifter thought that inhumanity Snd murder 
could not be bought too dear.

March 9.
Lord North pofitivcjy denied that any war could 

break out between this country and Frances
v

t '

March 19.
Mr. Fox thought Lord North’s ignorance of a treaty 

having been figned between France and America, dc« 
ferved a cenfure of the higheft nature. I

May 6.
Mr. Fox afked the Houfe, if any man in his'fenfcs 

would give a vote of credit to a Minifier, who was al
ways the lafi who learned what he fhould have been 
the firft to know ?

Same Day.
Mr. Fox^iaid, it was impoflible to eftimate the guilt 

of a Minifter, who could tamely vfuller an hoftile 
fquadron to carry unmolefted deftru&ion to the Bri- 
tifti army in America. The difgrace of a Burgoyne 
Was, it^eems, to be atoned by the defeat of a Howe -, 
and the want of information refpe&ing the Franco- 
American treaty is compenfated in the ignorance of 
D’Eftaing’s failing and deftination. Was there any 
thing more wanted to feal the fatal character of the 
prefent inaufpicious Miniftry? or could he any longer 
hope to be trufted with the treafures of a nation he 
had fo Ih a me fully betrayed, and of wbofe fituation 

, v • even

\
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even the noble Lord himfelf Teemed to entertain very
little confidence ? /
m . Same Day.

Mr. Burke faid, it was idle to pretend that the de- 
ftination of the Toulon fleet had been To long a 
fecret, or that it was criminal, if true. American 
pilots had long been engaged to condudt it; but we 
had loft the advantage of the wind by the crime of 
the Minifier. Were we therefore to give our purfe- 
ftrings to his will, and retire in confidence to culti
vate our gardens, Tmooth our lawns, and aflume the 
little offices of ruftic magiftracy ? Could we truft 
the foie guidance of the Ihip of ftate to a pilor, 
whom we have lately detected in the bafeft torpor 
whilft the danger threatened—who left her to the 
mercy of- the waves, quitting the decks in the very 
momentr that called for his (kill and adtivity—and 
who was not to be found when the fquall came on ? 
Alas ! the ruçlder was lathed, and Palinurus gone to 
fleep ! ' * /

Same Day.
Mr. Burke lamented that his country Ihould be re

duced to the poor dependence of hopes and prayers, 
the arms of old women; and that a Britifh Miniftcr, 
inftead of adding the ftatefman, and timely exerting 
the ftrength of the nation, Ihould dwindle into a 
prieft, and pioufly offer up hi$ prayers for the Taxa
tion of his country ! %

May 28.
Mr. Burke charged Lord Norths in the moft diredt 

terms, with the lofs of America. .
November

f
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November 26.
Mr. Fox faid,. I know that views of fucceeding to 

fome of the oftices of ftate will be aftigned as the 
motives of my conduct in oppofing the Minifter ; 
but we are now in fuch a fituation as to make me 
negleét fuch considerations. Nobody is more fenfi- 
ble than I am of the necefilty of unanimity at this 
jun&ure, and’" I wifh I had an opportunity of fup- 
porting a Minifter with juftice to my country ; but 
that can never be with the prefent one. I know him

J â • . *

too well to do fo ; and will, as my duty directs, give 
him every oppofition that my fituation, my oppor
tunities, and my talents, whatever they may- be, will 
enable me. 1 know that my doing fo will be ca|led 
clogging the wheels of government, at a time when 
they ought to be a (lifted by every man ; but we are 
reduced to that paradoxical fituation, that I muft 
chufe of two evils, for they have not left us any 
power of chufing any good : it is a paradox, in faét, 
and 1 will take that part which appears to me to be, 
though bad, the belt -, I will confequently ufe all 
my abilities to remove the prefent Minifter, by ufing 
every means in my power to clog him in the Houfe, 
to clog him out of the Houfe, and to clog every thing 
he engages in, while he fills that place he fo much 
difgraces. I will do fo, becaufc I think this is lefs 
ruinous than to fubmit any longer to his blundering 
ad migration, and his blundering fy Item of publics.

Same
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Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, his Majefty in his fpeech tells you, 

that your efforts have not been attended with all the 
fucccfs which the juflice of our caufe, and the vigour 
of our exertions, feemed to promifc. The fpeech, on 
all hands, is allowed to be the fpeech of the Minifter; 
it is parliamentary to confider it fo ; and I w ill tell 
the noble Lord, that that is not faff, that it is not 
founded, and that the fpeech is falje ; that you fyad 
more fuccefs than you tieierved, and that you ought 
to be happy at the iffue of your exertions, and con
tented that things are no worfe : you had every fuc
cefs that could be expeded from the noble Lord, and 
more, for you have efcaped : your fleet was fent 
out under the brave and able Commander Admiral 
Keppel ; twenty fail only to meet thirty (hips of the 
line; theNleet on which your dependence refted, and 
(hich alorje flood between you and an invafion : the 

nobte-dkfrd (Lord North') gave every chance of its 
being dettroyed by inequality in numbers, and your 
navy at one blow totally ruined.

Same Day.. * •
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 

(Lord North) made it a point of his honour to keep 
in his office year after year, though his adminiflration 
had been a feries of misfortunes to his couVitry ; and 
in the very moment cof additional calamities, he goes 
into the cabinet, anti advifes his Sovereign to bellow 
on him a moft lucrative vacant place, the tFarderfiip

, • °f
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of the Cinque Ports. And why ? Becaufe, in-another 
year, the Crown might have nothing left to give, 

f if his LordIhip continued to govern.
1 t-

' / x /

j / December to.
Mr. Fox remarked upon the propofed impartiality 

of the noble Lord in the blue ribbon ( Lord North), 
and the directive fpirit that infpired his political con
duct as firft Minifter. Every, kind of proportion for 
raifing a regiment, and every propofer, came equally 
well recommended to him -, he was ready to meet 
every man on his own ground -, he that came for moT 
ney fhould have it, and he that defired none Ihould 
be bound to his bargain. V

The noble Lord faid, no partiality had been (hewn. 
He could tell one inftance at lead, whicMireCtly 
contradi&ed that affertion. A noble relation of his 
(the Duke of Richmond) had offeVed- to raife a regi- 

' nient without a fingle (hilling of expence toXîovern-
ment, but his offer had been refufed. Not that

§

either -, it was treated with a filent contempt, for a 
** lyliable of anfwer was nevçr returned, not fo much 

as to acknowledge the receipt of the letter.

/ « > *

Same Dav.
Mr. Fox was farcafticaljy fcverfc on the Minifter 

tor affedting to tjipen the motion by way of avoiding 
confufionr who had (hewn no fcruples in involving a

whole

•V
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whole Continent in the worft Rate of confufion an
empire ever experienced. *

- : . * ,
* x . . « ■

December 11. ) ’ '**
Mr. Fox believed there was a fatality in the Ame- 

ritamwar, which jiorrefponded with that of Xerxes 
again ft: Greece. Lord North he compared to the 
Mmifter of that Prince, who, vindicating himfelf, * 
might have faid, 1 promifed to build a bridge over 
the Hellefpont ; I built it : I promifed to fail 
through mount Athos ; I failed through it : I pro
mifed to fupply your army with all neccffaries ; I per
formed my promife : and yet the whole army of 
near two miUions of men mouldered away ; Perfia

V i
was {tripped of its inhabitants, and its refources ex- 
haufted ; and Greece, notwithstanding^ maintained its 
independence,

> i 4 . ; *f v • .. 4 1 , . * •; i, ■ ■ y ♦ v f
\ r - * / V,'*

March 3, 17 79.
Mr. Fox faid, the Minifter had evaded every thing 

which could pofllbly lead to an inquiry into his con- 
duâ:» by refuting.every document for his acquittal or 
convidion ; every fhing that might lead to proofs ,, 
of his guilt or innocence. 1

/ March 8. , L,
Mr. Fox begged leave to anticipate one of Lord 

North's great arguments, or rather pillars of debate. 
.Says the noble Lord, “ I was not the abthor of the 
American war. America rebelled. I am not an-

£ y fwerablc
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fwerable for the French war - it was the perfidy of 
France that made her abet our rebellious fubjects. I 
did not encourage the Boftonians to deftroy the tea, nor 
to rife, nor to fight, to declare themfelves independent, 
&c.” though the noble Lord is confcious that he did'’ 
not take a fingle ftep through the whole bufinefs, that 
the next on the part of America, or France, was not 
literally foretold : which amounts juft to this, the 
noble Lord confounds the caufe with the effeft -, he 
prefumes that the effeét took place before the caufe, 
and that the caufe followed the effeft.

When the firft difturbances, relative to the deftruc- 
tion of the tea fent to America, broke out in that 
country, the noble Lord’s language in the blue rib
bon was, “ Pafs the Bofton Port-Bill, and the ne- 
ccflities of the people will oblige them to fubmit.’* 
Well, the noble Lord was miftaken, the people did 
not fubmir. Says the noble Lord again, “ Send 
a few regiments, and force the Port-Bill down the 
throats of the difedntented and the mutinous with 
powder and ball that recipe not proving efficacious, 
fays the noble Lord, “ We will hold out terms to 
them which gave birth to his Lordfhip’s celebrated 
conciliatory plan. The conciliatory proppfition was, 
however, treated with the contempt and derifion which 
it merited. It imported this, “ Give us as much as 
you plcafe, we will accept of it, and take afterwards 

much as we think fit in addition that is, “ Give 
is fomething, and we will then fcramble for as much

more
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more as we can get of you, either by force^r ftra- 
tagem.” The noble Lord, finding himfelf baffled in 
all his plans, at length grew angry ^id difgufted. 
The whole force of this country was to be tried ; the 
moft vigoneus meafures were to be purfued ; every 
thing was to be carried by the hand of ftrength, and 
America was to be brought to the feet of Great Bri
tain, in a date of unconditional fubmiffion. This 
high, this boaftful language proved as vain-glorious, 
and the attempt as unprofperous as any other, to bully 
and deceive, to cheat and frighten !

' j »

Same Day. '
Mr. Fox faid, the Minifter ated under the domi

nion of \he groficft and dulleft ignorance, and was, 

therefore, unworthy of public truft: or confidence ; 
or, from finifter, concealed, or corrupt motives, and 
further urged by fome powerful criminal influence 
operating upon his mind, had wilfully milled, 
and, by a ftudied feries of delufions, and a precon
certed plan of impofitions, had imperceptibly drag
ged, or rather allured, this infatuated'country, to 
the very verge of definition.

This was a dilemma, from which neither the blind 
confidence, or ftudied plaufibility, of the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon, could extricate him. The 
alternative was, the Minifter was either ignorant, or 
treacherous. If ignorant, was there $ gentleman in 
that Houfe, who would truft his njareft and deareft

E 2 concerns
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concerns to fuch a man ? If treacherous,1 where was 
the man who would be mad enough to truft his 
molt important concernsvto a man, who, he was pcr- 
fuaded, would facrihce iiim to his own dijhoneft and 

corrupt views ? /
Same Day.

* y §, *

Mr. Burke was fcvere upon the language of the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon, relative to the collec
tive refponfibility of Minifters, and the individual 
irrefponfibility of each, for matters t ran fatted in his 
refpeftive department ; a language, he contended, 
equally new in that Houfe, and out of it ; for it 
amounted, in fatt, to an avowed irrefponfibility, 
both individually and colie flively. The Chancellor, the 
Secretaries of State, the Firft Lord of the Treafury or 
Admiralty, according to this dottrine, might do 
or fuffer| any thing, without being amenable to the 

Parliament or Nation. If they are over-ruled in the 
Cabinet, fays the noble Lord, they cannot be re- 
fponfible ; if they are not over-ruled, neither can 
they be refponfible : fo that whatever any Mmifter 
had done, or hereafter might do, he was by noâneans 
anfwerable for ; becaufe the evil or mifchief traniatted 
was tranfatted in the company of others. Who arc 
thofe others ? That no man can t,ell ; the advifers 
of the Crown are enjoined to fecrecy. They may be 
the advifers or abettors of the greateft of all pof- 

• fible 'mifchiefs, or any Member of a Committee or 
Council may confent to be the inftrument of carry
ing it irtTb execution j but what of that ? The in

ftrument
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ftrument may perpetrate the mifchief, though, as one 
of the King’s advifers, he may difapprove of it, with 
impunity : if he is a mover in it, he is equally be
yond the reach of public juftice, or parliamentary 
cenfure ; becaufe it cannot be deemed bii adt, but 
that of the Majority to whom it is propofed.

Same Day,
Mr. Burke faid, the noble Lord in the blue rib

bon, in his ufual pithy and humorous manner, re
lated a faying of the late Sir Godfrey Kneller, that a 
thief was not to blame ; but the perfon who left 
the thing ftolen in his way, which operated as a temp
tation to him to commit the criminal adt. He beg
ged leave to tell another ftory, he hoped no lefs hu
morous and applicable. Two men with cloaks went 
to an eating-'houfe, and one of them ftole a piece of 
flelh meat, and concealed it under his cloak.—Oh ! 
faid the miller to one of them, you are the thief; 
reftore me my meat. No, fays the thief, I am not ;
I give you leave to fearch, having previoufly Ihifted 
it to his companion. The latter being queftioned in 
the fame manner, returned it with equal dexterity to 
his colleague. So it was with the confidential fer- 
vants of thç Crown ;—if any one of them is charged 
perfonallyt it is not his aft, but that of his brother 
advifers ; and if the whole body is charged, another 
rifes and anfwers for his lhare only, but leaves the 
nation to find out and fearch for the real authors : 
for the .noble Lord tells you, that every thing is de»

termined
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termined by a majority not known, nor whom no 
pcrfons but themlelves arc ever permitted to know.

March 11.
On amotion for excluding Contractors.

Mr. Fox faid, the parliamentary effeCt of contract

ing was two-fold, and both the aCtion and re-aCtion 
tended to deftroy the independence of the Houfe.
He then dated the mutual obligation between the 
Contractor and the Minifter. The noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon faid, firft, to the Contractor, “ 1 give you 
a good contract, on condition that you give me a good 
vote:’* and, in the fécond place, the Contractor re-aCU 
upon the Minifter, “ I have given you a good*vote, 
give me a good contract -, I voted for you the other 
night, in direCt contradiction to my fenfes ; I voted 
that we had forty-iwo (hips ready for fea, when we 
had but fix ; and I voted that the French fleet did 
Jiot confift of thirty-two fliips, when Admiral Kep- 
pel had but twenty -, though both the faCts lay upon 
the table. I have voted all mis to do you fervice, 
and I expeCt you will not hefitate to do me the fame 
favour, and give tne a good thing ; therefore you 
muft not quarrel with me for two-pence a gallon on 
rum, or a halfpenny on a loaf of bread.”

And fays the Minifter to another, “ You know I . I 
gave you an advantageous contraCt, worth to you 
so,0001. therefore I muft have a fure vote in you.** 
Here is the worft of all ties ; a double influence, a re
ciprocity which is truly alarming. But perhaps the in-

fignificant



A. 1779.] FOX, NORTH, AND BURKE. 31

fignificant advantage of feventyjive per cent, is no-, 
thing in the confideration of a huddling Treafury 
Board, who have currency and Jlerling always at their 
elbow.

March 18.
Mr. Burke (hewed the abfurdity of the arguments 

ufed by the Scotch, in juftifying their violent con
duct ; and expofed the fupinenefs of Government up
on the attacks of the Scotch rioters on the peace and 
property of his Majefty’s Popifh fubjcfts in that part 
of the empire. He hoped that Government was not 
dead, but ajleep. At this moment he looked direftly 
at Lord North, who was ajleep, and fa id in the fcrip- 
ture phrafe, “ Brother Lazarus fs not dead, but 
Jleepetb.” The laugh upon this occafion was not 
more loud on one fide the Houfe than on the other.

.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox charged the noble Lord (Lord North) in 

the blue ribbon with an aft of public perjidy, with a 
breach of a folemn fpecific promife. He reminded 
the Houfe, that, in February, 1775, his Lordfhip 
moved his conciliatory propofition, and pledged his 
honour to the Houfe and nation, that he would never 
agree to any meafure which wcjpid go to enlarge the 
offers therein made ; yet, at the end of thre£ years, 
after facrificing thirty millions of money, and thirty 
thoufand lives, his Lordfhip, in the fame alfcmbly, not 
only folemnly renounced all claim to fuperiority, re
venue, and internal legiflatjon, but confentcd, by

• the

1



THE BEAUTIES [A. 1779.

thé mouth of his commiflloners, to the giving up the 
monopoly of the American trade, the appointment 
of governors, and all fubordinate officers ; and the 
royal prerogative of keeping up or fending ah army 
in any part of the empire his Majelty may think pro-
per. • j , /

/ Same Day.
- - , 4
MK Fox animadverted on ttye conduct of the noble 

Lord (Lord Nifrtb), whofe arrogance, he laid, was 
unpardonable. His ünrefervçd contempt of the whole 
body of the people )>f England without doors, was 
no Ufs Ungenerous than indecent. To treat his beft 
benefa&ors in fo haughty a ûÿie, as to lump them 
indifcriminately under the appellation of populace,

» •'i

and coffee^boufe readers, was a language that did not 
become any Member of that Houfe, much lefs a Mi- 
nifter, who,. to be able to ferve his country, ffiould 
always endeavour to make himfelf popular, and.fe- 
'cure the good opinion of the people in his favour; 
much lefs a Minifter, who had led them into tbofe 
dirty ways, which it would be very difficult to wade 
through, without the utmoft danger of furroundirig
perils. ‘ ’ ' • - ,,iV0<

n ». Same Day.
Mr. Burke faid, that the noble Lord (Lord North) 

had not only broke his word to that Houfe, in evchr 
fingle promife he gave, but likewife to the only duti
ful Province in America, that of Nova Scotia.

■ n 1 > » tv v t . *

bame Day.
Mr. Burke laughed *t the pretended exertion and 

vigour of ttife Mitlifter, ridiculing Lord North's per- 
. . ‘ fonal

1v ** - \

i
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fonal character of indolence, which, he faid, was to' 
be taken as the barometer of minifterial exertion, and 
minifterial vigour. He declared,%that, fo far from aim
ing at the places of the prefent Minittry, they were not
worth accepting, and were places of great danger.

\ ■

April 28,
Mr. Fox brought the whole controverfy on the 

American war to this iflue—The commanders have 
done their duty, they want to prove it. v Minifters' 
are confcious of their incapacity and guilt, they at
tempt to evade ; they (brink and fly from the inquiry, 
Confcious, that, if gone into, it mull terminate in their 
difmiflion, and consequent punijhment;

May 3.
Mr. Fox faid, he believed in his confcience, that 

h would have been happy for his country, that the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon (Lord North) bad ne- 
ver been born. .

May 6.„
•Mr. Burke faid, the ndble Lord (Lord North), who 

had been with fo much propriety compelled to fit 
down, was modeft enough, Kbwever conrradi&ory 
it might be to fome ofjiis afiertions, to acknowledge 
it i but fays the noble Lord,’ the Oppofition it is 
that has created and fome^tedall the difeontents. Is 
the noble Lord ferrous, or has he rather had recourfe 
to his celebrated argument of tu quoque ? “ It was 
not I- that did it, but it was you.'* Such an an-

F * fwer
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fwer is juft on a line with the noble Lord’s polite- 
^fs^BtT'wit, and pleafantry. He has a great ex
ample in this line of debate; the noble Lord, I mean, 
in the blue ribbon. He is fometimes more angry than 
his noble friend (Lord George Germaine), and, when 
he pleafes, he can be almofi as witty. **

L^rd North very warmly infmed upon it, that
May i-gr-'x

every national calamity had its fource in the Oppofi- 
tion fupported by the Right Honourable Gentleman.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox Laid, to the abufivc part of the noble 

Lord’s fpeech, he had but one anfwer to give, a~ 
plicable to Adminiftration in a body : that Opp6
tion were well warranted to reply to them, in the
words of a celebrated author (SvVitt’s Gulliver), a 
little altered and enlarged, where, at the conclufibn 
of his well-known Travels, he fays, he could bear 
them well enough, in lbrne refpeéts ; he could make 
allowances for their incapacity, folly, corruption, 
love of pi tee and emolument; he could pity them
for their blunders, their wants, their weaknefles, and 
grofs ftupidity; he felt for their miferable fituation,
knowing not whether to ruth headlong on certain 
ruin, or retreat with fafety -, .but, delpicabk', unprin
cipled, and detclled, as they were, he had learned * 
neverthèlrls to treat their pertuns with refpedt : yet 
when fuch men grew inlolent and abufive, urged 
their claims of mail, jor what they deferve an axe ;

when
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when he beheld fucb men, in the very midft of thefe 
dire difafters and national misfortunes, endeavouring 
to "contend that thofe misfortunes do not exift, or, if 
they do, that they ought juftly and fulvly to be at
tributed to Oppofition ; to fee a lump of deformity and 
difeafe (.looking at Lord North), of folly and wicked- 
nefs, of ignorance and temerity, fmitten with pride, 
immediately b:eaks all meafures of patience; it 
being hardly conceivable, that fo much pride, vice, 
and Jolly, could exilt in the fame ^nimal.

June 11.
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 

z (Lord North) now talked of treating.with CongreJs ; 
—formerly his language was, that he would treat with 
America, and not with Congrefs.

June 16.
Lord North faid, that Count d'Almadovar, the 

Spanifh Ambaffador, had jull delivered to Lord 
• Weymouth, one of his Majefty’s Secretaries of State, 

a Manifefto, from the Court of Spain ; which, with a 
Meffage from his Majefty, he fhould lay before the 
Houfe. The Ambaffador, he faid, had been recalled.

' Same Day.
Mr. Burke reminded the noble Lord (Lord North) 

in particular, and the minifterial fide in general, how 
light they had made of the probability of fuch art 
event. Whenever we have talked of a Spanifh war, 
ip addition to that of France and America, with what 
(Contempt has the Minifter heard it ! with what fcorn 

V 1 F 2 / ha$
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has he fcouted the idea ! Good God Lwith what joy 
is it that h: has triumphed, as it yyere, in our igno
rance andVolly! Spain, we Were told, time after 
time, could have no interejl tt/joining our entmies.

After proceeding fume time in this drain, the Ho
nourable Gentleman was called to order by the 
Speaker, who afked him, if ke had any motion to 
makf ? if not, he could not fuffer him to proceed.

Mr. Burke fiid, Sir, I could make a motion—the 
IMPEACHMENT or the Minister (pointing to 
Lord North) would be a very proper one. .
1 « 1 . 1 '

<* June 22. »
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord (Lord North), af/er 

owning tl^at wc had no foreign alliances, had tri
umphantly fpoken of unanimity, anckcongratulated 
pentlemen on that fide of the Houfr, upon having 
auicd themfclves with thole that fat on the other,

*T • ’ / 9

Tliis was an aflertion for which there was not the 
final left foundation ; and it was impoflible for him 
to ft ate, in any phrafe that language would admit of, 
the (hock he felt when he ventured to fuggtft what 
was moll exceedingly grating to His ears, and, he 
doubted not, to thofe of every Gentleman who fat 
near him^\,What ! enter into an alliance with thofe 
very Mi hi far s. who had betrayed their courltry, whp 
had proftituted the public ftrength, who had prefti- 
tuted the public wealth, who had proftituted, what 
was yet more valuable, the glory of the nation ! 
The idea was too monstrous to be admitted

tor

»
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*or a moment! / Gentlemen muft have foregone 
their prmcipleSy and bave given up their honour 
BEFORE THEJ COULD HAVE APPROACHED THE

THRESHOLD of an alliance so abominable,
SO SCANDALOUS, and so disgraceful !

1 / .

Same Day.
Lord North faid, the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 

Fox y after reprobating the whole of my public con
duct, is pleafed to hold out feveral ftrong induce
ments for me to retire from public bufinefs. He 
offers m^ a full indemnity for all my pall crimes 

^and tranfgreflions, as a public man ; for which I am 
greatly indebted to him, though unfortunately I can
not, or will not, follow the advice thus given me. 
However, let me retire whenever I may, I (hall have 
the pleafing reflection to confole me, that I have not 
bettered my jor tune a fmgie Jhiliing.

V , - July 2.
hit. Fox faid,, he would take the opportunity of 

Tying a far(ewel word ur two to the Minilter, for the 
>prelcnt ft ffun.X He attacked the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon witrn his ufual afperity, and begged he 
would not have the impertinence to talk of unanimity 
and fpirit ; becaufe, he faid, it was impertinent and 
infuliing to the laft degree, for any fet of men to re- 
commeryl that to others, of which they were them- 
felves incapable of holding out an example.

November 25.
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord at the head of the

Treafury
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7>eafury could not furely be in earned:, when he de
clared that the American war had nothing to do with 
Ireland. Did not that ill-fated project appear mod 
confpicuous in every circumftance of the prcjrnt 
fituation of that kingdom ? What dripped Ireland 
of her troops? Was it not the American war?— 
What brought on the hodilities of France, and put 
Ireland in fear of an invafion ? W<is it not the Ame- 
tican'war?—What gave Ireland an opportunity of 
edablifhing a powerful and illegal army? Certainly 
the American war : as much fo, as that the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon was accountable for the 
confequences of it.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox was extremely levere on the noble Lord _ 

in the blue ribbon, as Minider. The only chariçe 
he had ever had of being right, was when the noblç 
Lord departed from, or, rather, exprefsly contra
cted, his general line of conduct -, it being always 
the fortune of the hoble Lord to fet out wrong, and 
trud to chance for driving into the right pad.

February 8, 1780.
ytrTBurke faid, my noble friend (Lord George

Gordon) fuppofes I have been made a cat’s paw by 
the Minider. [Here Mr. Burke laughed very much.] 
1 fuppofe, faid he, that before people take a cat by 
the paw, they mud have a pretty good opinion of 
the pliant and tra&able nature of the particular ani
mal $ for there are cats fo fierce, indocile, and jn-

tra&able,
^ »*

: y
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tractable, that it would not be fafe to meddle with 
their paws. Now I do not know that the Minifter 
has ever found me of a very pliant nature; and I 
believe be will never think op feizing my paw.

February 11.
Lord North faid, the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 

Fox) was a powerful advocate in any caufe, however 
arduous and difficult. His rapidity of fpeech, his 
le verity of cenfure, ând choice of words, made him 
an enemy to be dreaded : for his part, he feared the 
Honourable Gentleman, as an antagonift—yet, not- 
withftanding this, he would rather have him for an 
opponent than a commentator.

February 21.
Mr. Burke faid, the noble Lord (Lord North) pro- 

digioufly aduiiied his Plan of (Economy ; but when 
any part of it came under confideration, the noble 
Lord himfclf was the firlt to condemn it. He liked 
the whole, but when it cime to be divided, he was
fure to condemn every thing, v. ^

<

z Same Day,
Mr. Fox faid, with rejpeft to the influence of the 

Crown, the people, he knew, would have it leffened ; 
tnd, for-his part, he was of opinion, that it ought to 
le entirely deftroyed. . ,

v -, _ March 5.
Mr. Burke adverted to the noble Lord** (Lord 

North's) oblervation, ‘that he would fpeak in the 
peter perfeft tenfe, that he had been luppojted 

< by
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by the Country Gentlemen ; and faid, the noble 
Lord need not be in danger of a grammatical 

' error when he ufed any language ; it was a folecifm 
in politics he ought to take care to avoid ; for he 
atted in direct oppofition to all true fenfe in politics, 
in direff oppofition to every writer on Government, and 
to all bonctf and dijboncft politicians the world ever pro
duced,

March 21.
Lord North having moved, “ That notice be given 

that the capital ftock or debt of 4,200,000!. and 
all arrears of annuity due and payable in refpeét 
thereof, from the Public, to the United Com
pany of Merchants trading to the-Eaft-Indies,• 
be paid on the 5th of April, 1783, agreeable to 
the power of redemption in the faid a&

Mr. Fox rofe to give a negative to the motion. He 
a Iked, whether the noble Lord was not content with 
having loft America ; or was he bent upon not quit
ting the fituation in which he then ftood, till he had 
reduced the Britifh Empire to the confines of oreat- 
B itain ? What good could the prelent motion be 
attended with ? or, rather, what evil might it not 
produce ? The motion was a threat, and the idleft 
of all poftible menaces, becaufe it was made at a time 
when the noble Lord knew in his own mind, that 
he neither intended, nor was capable of carrying it 

l into execution. Why then throw it out, unless the 
. noble Lord wished to ruin the East-India 
\ Company’s possessions in India, and to deprive

, THIS1
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^•HIS COUNTRY DF THE AMPLE REVENUE SHE RE* 

CBIVED THROUGH THE COMMERCE AND TRADE OF

that Company ? It was ridiculous, it was dan
gerous to threaten, when men dared not perform 
what they threatened. Let the noble Lord, let the 
Houfe, turn their eyes to the probable confequences 
of that threat. Good God ! what a fccnc of anarchy 
and confufion, diftrefs and ruin, would it not occa* 
fion ! Suppofing even for a moment that the noble 
Lord really intended putting his threat in execution, 
and was capable of doing it, muff not the public 
fuffer conliderably ? How was the money to be paid 
off? Did not the noble Lord know, that he was 
obliged to pay the debt at par\ and therefore, as the 
4,200,000!. flood at the intereft of three per cent. 
and three per cents, were atyîx/y, the public muff 
neceffarily lofe a clear forty per cent. by every iool. 
they paid off. But how was the noble Lord to fe- 
cure the revenues which the public were to derive
from the territorial acquifitions of the Company ?

* «

How was he to get them home ? Did not the noble 
Lord know that the Company was the bed medium 
through which they would pafs ? Hàd he a plan 
for a' new Company ? And had he a defign to efta- 
blifh a new Company on the ruins of the prefent 
One ? Was that the noble ford's gratitude to those

TO WHOM filS COUNTRY WAS SO HIGHLY OBLIGED ?

Same Day.
Mr. Burke execrated the narrow idea of bargaining 

With the Eaft-India Company as if we were treating
G - with
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with an enemy, and on the fuppofition that we had 
a right to their territorial revenues. He reprobated 
the intention to give notice to the Company, accord
ing to the motion, as the most wicked, absurd,
ABANDONED, PROFLIGATE, MAD, and DRUNKEN in

tention ever formed !

April 24.
Mr. Fox faid, the Minifter himfelf, and his profti- 

tute followers, fpared no pains, had fcruplcd at no 
means to traduce, calumniate, and lower the charac
ter of thole who oppofcd them.

June 6. '
Mr. Fox faid, he was a friend to order, but could 

not fupport Government, becaufe the Minifier was 
aâing upon a fyftcm, that, however well a man 
might wilh to fociety, he could not fupport him ;

4 for he had diffolved all the bands of fociety, and 
had difgraced every one who ha^ afled with, or 
under him.

■ , '.f.ty;-.

^November 30.
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord (Lord North) does 

not vindicate Miniftry againft the charge of treachery 
and fallhood, and his argument is this : We are falfe 
and treacherous, and we will r.o: employ thole who 
know us to be fo. There may be ingenuity and wit 
in lych replies ; lût there is little judgment. The 
Prime Mira fier is contented wilh the fraife of being able 
to. raife a laugh. ■ • fl,

February
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February 20, 1781.
Mr. Burke faid, fo many and fuch great revolutions 

had happened of late, that he was not much furprifed 
to hear the lofs of the fupremacy of this country 
over Ireland ippken of as a matter of very little con- 
fequence. Thus one ftar, and that the brighteft or
nament of pur orrery, having been fuffercd to be. 
loft -, thofe who were accuftomed to infpeft and 
watch our political heaven, qught not to wonder
that it fhould be followed by the lofs of another.—

■

So ftar would follow ftar, and liglTt and light,
Till all was darknefs, and eternal night.

March 26.
Mr. Fox went particularly into the contract that had 

been made for rum with Mr. Atkinfon. His deduc
tion from it was, that the noble Lord (Lord North)> 
as Finance Minifter, was highly criminal in his own 
perfonal conduct, in fo grofsly deceiving and frau
dulently iinpofing upon that Houle ; that his bafe- 
nefs in concealing the real terms was only to be 
equalled by his guilt in agreeing to them ; and 
that, if no other fadt than that of concealment alone 
were to be adduced againft him, it was fufticient to 
prove, that he had made a corrupt bargain, and with 
an evil dtfign, namely, 'for the purpofc of bringing 
in his creatures and dependents.

G 2 April

% V
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# April 9.
On a motion for rcfolving the Houfe into a com

mittee, to confider the propriety of the Crown 
taking into its own hands the territorial acqui- 

• fitions of the Eaft-lndia Company ;

Mr Burke could not help faying, that the noble 
Lord (Lord North) had, in the courfe of his fpeech> 
advanced feveral things to which he could not fob» 
feribe, ? he claim, he believed, was unfounded ;— 
and he warned the noble Lord againft beginning, by 
an adt of violence, a bufinefs which would require 
all the moderation, as well as all the wifdom of the 
legislature, to adjuft,

May 8.
Mr. Fox faid, no man had an higher refpedt or ve* 

Deration for the Country Gentlemen than he had ; he 
knew their value, he loved, and revered them. He 
was bound to them by fentiment, as well as opinion.

Same Day,
Mr, Fc* faid, it was the Trained Bands, under 

the well-known command of the Mufter-mafter 
General, who carried every q eftion in th^t Houfe ; 
it were thole that were in poffcffion of great emolu-. ' 
ments of penfions and inefficient places ; it were the 
contractors, and thofe who were amafling fortunes by 
their fervility, and growing rich by the fupport of 
meafures which made other people ppor. Thefc 
formed the motley group which (he noble Lord

(Lord
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(Lord North) was pleafed to honour with the name 
of Country Gentlemen.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox, fpeaking of Lord Thurlow, faid, he was 

able ; he was honeft ; and he pofieffed a noble and in
dependent mind. His colleagues hated him for his 
virtues, they envied him for his abilities ; they teazed 
him, and threatened him ; they took every occafion 

^to make his fituation uneafy. But, from his own 
great mental refources, his fpirit broke forth, expref- 
five of the injuries intended him, and the contempt 
in which he held them.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, it was evident that the Minifter was 

equally miftrufted and defpifed, not only by the 
people at large, but, what was more, by all the firft 
chara^rs in the two militaryNmrofeflions, the navy 
and army. ?

§ame Day.
Mr. Fox faid, that, as he had devoted his life and 

talents to the people, and of courfe to promote the 
good of his country ; fo, whenever he (hould be 
called by them, both were at their fervice to com
mand, fo far as the conftitution and the laws au- 
tjiorifed the call and acquiefcence ; he meant, fo foon 
as any dire# inroad was made on that conftitution, 
and thofc invaluable and ineftimable bleftings and 
privileges it was meant to fecure and defend»

V A
Same
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Sjme Day.
Mr. Burke faid, it was always the conclufion of 

every harangue, whatever was the beginning, when 
argument was exha&fted ; when evafion failed ; 
when law had no more quibbles to confpund, rior 
eloquence to confufe : “ Oh ! fave the noble *Lofd 
(Lord North) is (till the lafb !’*• He trufted this argu
ment would not always prevail, when it came .to this 
fhort ifiue, whether w: muft part from the Minifter, 
or. from the Empire:* . ;

f k . , - *1
• «K

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, the more unfortullate and difaflrous 

we were, the greateriiktjihood there was of the pre- 
fent Minifter remainifig in office. It was his blun- 
tiers, his mifeonduâ, and misfortunes, which had 
proved his belt recommendation,> In proportion to 
each, his fupport and power increafed; and if any 
juft and certain eftimate could be made, or drawn % 
from experience, as 'foon as the pyblic affairs came 
to be wifely, or fuccefsfuily adminifttred, from that

• >1 • j

very moment, his power, conlequence, land exift-
ence, as Minifter, would be at an end.

j '< *

, Same Day. V 
. Mr. Fox faid, the condition under which he 'Lord 
North) ads, is pofitive. It is determined, that the 
wealth of this country fh*ll be diflipated, the blood 
of our fellow-citizens fpilt ; to what purpqle ? Merely 
to fuppoçt his power, and that of his adherents, ft

Mày

> - \ V
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May LMr. Burke (on a motion /for confidering the pro
priety of taking the Eaft-India Company’s territories 
into their hands^Wfaid, that the conduft of the nobje 
Lord in the blire ribbon (Lord North) (had been 
highly difrcfpe&ful to the Houfe, as fellas inju-( 
rious to the country ; and when the"prefent'fnotiettX 
was difpofed of, he (hould think it^would be proper to 
move to enquire into the condudt of thb noble Lord 
in the blue ribbon, with refped^ to the Eaft-India
Company.

May 23;
Oh a motion fdr a Participation of the Eaft-India 

Company’s Profits.
Mr. Burke fdid, the noble Lord (Lord North) 

would not accede to the propofition of the Company, 
becaufe they did not admit tHbt the public had a 
claim upon thim ; fo that the argument cut double, 
like a two-edged fword : for it mud either be folved 
thus, 11 If you admit the claim of the public, I call 

upon you, in behalf of your creditors, to pay their juft 
dues or thus, “ If you do not admit the claim, 
why then I will take that by force, which you deny 
I ought to receive as a right.” Moft admirable rea- 
loning ! The noble Lord will neither beg, borrow, 
nor receive, as a due ; but he will have it neverthe- 
lefs, and [size upon that by rapine and plunder to which 
he has no title, and cannot jujitfy bis receiving in any 
way. If the Company fhould fay to the Minifter, 
in direft terms, Sir, you have no righ£ to this

6oo,ooqJ.
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660,pool, you attempt to extratt from us ” then to 
be fure his Lordfliip would come down to Parliament, 
and pronounce them the moft impudent violators of 
old agreements that ever were heard of; but if they 
do not exprefs themlelves in this manner, if they fay 
nothing upon the fubjeét, as in the a&ual inftance 
at prefent ; why then,' how does the Minifter con
duct himfelf? He fays, notwithftanding thefe men 
are filent, I very well underftand their intention, 
and am fure, notwithftanding their taciturnity, they 
mean to contend that the public have no right to 
the fum claimed ; and therefore, being certain that 
this is the cafe, .1 will make fure of the money, and T 
feize it by main force. So that, whether the poor pro- 
prieton fpeak or not, it makes no matter'; the effedt 
is the fame, with this little, difference only, that, in the 
one inftance, they might delerve the treatment they 
received ; in the other, it was replete with unprovoked 
cruelty and injustice. The Minifter had talked in the 
fame ftyle again and again, and the confequence 
was, our prefent miferable and degraded fituation !

Same Day.
Mr. Burke termed the regulations of the Eaft-India 

Company, eftablifhed by the adt of 1774, a defign 
to obtain money under a pretence of eftablifhing a po* 
licical reform; and now he (Mr. Burke) faid, the 
noble Lord (Lord North) wanted to take away their 
frsde, as he had formerly taken away their patronage 
and their purfe. Eundem negotiatorem, eundem do mi-
mm !t He had better carry (Mr. Burke faid) all the

* bufmefs
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bufinefs of Leadenhall-ftreet at once, and tranfatt it 
at the Board of Treafury. His reafon ing tj*/juftify 
the force and violence he was ufing, he pronounced 
Shamefully pitiful. The reaibning of the lion 
id the fable was lefs cenfurable.' “ This, I fcize,” 
(ays the lion, u becaufe I have got teeth ; this, be- 
caufe I wear a mane on my neck ; this, becaufe I 
have claws ; and this laft morfel, not becaufe I have 
either truth, reafon, or juftice, to fupport me, and 
juftify my taking it, but becaufe I am a lion.”

Same Day.

On the fame Motion.

Mr. Burke faid, the prefent motion was the daring 
effort of a Minister determined on rapine and plun
der, without regard either to truth, honour, or juf
tice ; a violent and Jhamelefs attempt to rob the Com
pany , in order to purfue the purpofes of the mojl lavijb 
watte, and the mojl profligate corruption.

’’ ; '• - • • • ■ * « c
• Same D^y. < .

On the fame potion.

IVlr. Burke conjured the Hpufe pot to join the no
ble Lord (Lord North) and his adherents, faying, 
“ Let us not deduce European fupplies from Afiatic 
rapacity ; let us fhew ourfelves atVake to the calls of 
reafon, and alive to the impulfe of equity !” He 
concluded with faying, that he was fure, notwith
standing /6/j'endéavoûq, and tbofe of every frierpd to 
juttice, to prevent the m${ion from being agreed to,

H that
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that fuch would be its fate ; yet, in difcharge of his 
duty, he would move an amendment. He there
fore moved, tn it the following words be added to 
the motion,_i£-No grounds having been laid before 

the Committee, on which the right of the public 
“ to a participation of the territorial revenue of the 
“ EaJt-l^ifi Company is founded ; or, if they have fuch 
“ right, no grounds to ihew that they have a right
«* to this/particular proportion of their) profits/*

* , *

Same Day,
On the fame Mdtion.

,C‘ >

Mr. Burke faid, he„not only held, that the Company's 
territorial acquittions belonged entirely to tbemfelves, 
but, with refpedt to the^bills fo much talked of^he 

jeally believed they would befdrawn with more ala
crity on the 6oo,oool. than on the Exchequer : there 
was noftn his idea a fingle Afiatic plunderer, who 
did not know the noble Lord in'the blue ribbon bet
ter, than to think of drawing on any fund in his dif- 
pofal for a fingle falling. His -Lordfhip w^s fo no- 
torioufly lavilh, that the 6go,oool. would be done in a 
moment. V

May 30. *'
Mr. tl^e noble Lord (Lord North), who

talked, fo very fluently, and affedted fo much candour, 
had contradicted fadts, which he had again and again r 
aflferted. r

Same Day.. X— \

Mr. Fox ,faid, the con du 6t of the noble [Lord in *
. -, the

X ■

v J • - : ‘ ►
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the blue ribbon was continually at variance [with his 

fcotiments.
, . ■ r Same Day.

He (Lord North) had/ repeatedly pledged his 
word, as a gentleman, that he would never agree to 
any propofal that might be made hereafter for grant
ing the Americans better teVms ; and no doubt the 
perfonal declarations of a perfon of his Lord (h ip’s 
birth, rank, abilities, and fortune, were objefls of 
real regard : but after aW tnefe declarations bis Lord- 
fhip had, in the ye^r 1778, brought in a biil to Par-; 
liament, for enabling Commiflioners to propofe the 
molt extravagant terms to the Americans ; terms by 

|ch they would have had the power of taxings 
ingland, while their own country would not have 
>een taxed by the Englilh Parliament. ,

■ Same Day.
The noble Lord in the blue ribbon (Lord North)

could not in fatft make peace with America. He 
dared not do any thing of the kind. He had been 
a gentleman born, bred aman of honour, and had lived 
in thofe habits of life that precluded him from (hewing 
himfelf, after he bad violated hif word. What was 

the fituation in which his Lord (hip* Rood ?
Ip the year 1775, when Ms Lordfhip came to thç 

Houfe for the conciliatory biJJ, he explicitly and re
peatedly declared, that farther than that he never 
•would go ; yet this very fame Lord, the Fnfb Lord 
of the Treafury, this oftenfible Minitel, hadXm-

H *
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fclf come down to the Houfe, in the year 1778, 
and moved for the bill which fent out Lord Carliflc 
and the other Commiflioners to America, to make 
an offer to her of taxing herfrlf. This the noble Lord 
had done ; the very fame Minifier that had, upon 
pafling the conciliatory bill, affirmed, in order to 
get it palled, that be would never go beyond it. f< Some 
gentlemen (Laid he) may objedt\o this conciliatory syj 
bill, under a notion that 1 will come afterwards, and 
move for fAaething more ; but in order to remove 
their fcrupidF upon that head, I am à gentleman 
born, a rmm of honour, a great- Minifter, in whom 
parliament may confide ; and I here pledge myfelf, 
that I will not, upon the facrednefs of my word, 
ever go farther than thi&conciliatory bill.

This Lord, however, did^himfclf, in the year 1778, 
go farther, and appoint a commiflion to give up the 
dependency of America.

f ' ' " ' ' . * •"> I - ft • . - , ! ' ' '

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, there was no accounting for the cre

dulity, the Servility, and the meannefs of Parlia
ment, in either believing, or fubmitting to receive 
all the monftrous and incredible ftories which they 
had been told by the'Miniiter (Lord North), in any 
other way, than by referring to the means which in
fluence pofit (Ted ; the emoluments of contrats, and 
the profits of a loan. It had no doubt been the ftudy 
of the Mini fier to tell his friends, that their payment, 
like his own bread, depended on the American war.

The
f
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The American war begot extraordinaries ; extraordi
naries begot loans ; loans begot douceurs ; and dou
ceurs begot members of parliament -, and members 
of parliament again begot all theie things. There 
was a mufual dependence \amongft them abfolutely 
■infeparable. Thus, 'the power and the fecurity of the 
Mmilter was generated by that war which was the 
ruin of the cougtfy.

Same Day,
Mr. Foie faid, if any one Ihould afk the Minifter out 

of the Houfe concerning the majorities he found ; 
and he fh juld be inclined to anfwer the qucltion fairly 
ar^Kmedtly, he would immediately fay, “ Do not / 
give them an extravagant loan to divide amongft them Ï»

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, it was impofiible that peace with 

America could ever be obtained but by a renunci
ation of that iyftern which the prefent Minifter (Lord 
North) had with f> much fortitude adhered ro; and 
here was another obftacL arifing from the hoble Lord’s 
feelings. “ Oh ! fpare my. beautiful fyftem,” he would 
cry. M Wlur, (hall I part from that, which has been 
the glory of the prefent reign, which has extended 
the dominions, raifed the reputation, and replenilhed 
the finances of my country • for God’s fake, let
this be adhered to, and do with all the reft what you 
pleafe; deprive me, iXyou pleafe, of my poor fituation;
take all my power, alKmy honour and cdnfequence,

but
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but fparc my beautiful fyftem : Oh ! fparc my fyf-
tem.”

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, the Minifter knowing this fad, know

ing that he lived and muft die with the American 
war, had encountered ffiame, and embraced it, in 
order to its continuance. A love of office had forced 
him into all thofe wile ineafures'of contradidion^nd 
abfurdity, which had brought infamy on the prefent 
age, and would bring ruin on poftcrity.

ï Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, the Minifter found it neceflfary to 

protrad the American war, to avoid every tend/ncy 
to pacification ; becaule he knew the continuance of it 
was necefifary to his^ remaining in power and place. 
He facrificed honour and duty •, he facrificed the in
terdis, »d perhaps the exigence of the country, to
the temporary gratification of his avarice and ambition,

•

Same Day
Mr. Fox faid, fuppofmg the Minifter (Lord North) 

converfing with dependent members of Parliament, 
at his levee, on the fubjed of continuing the Ame
rican war; in cafe any remonlLances (hould be made 
on that fcore, what would the noble Lord fay ? “ Why, 
you know that this war is a matter of neceffiry, and 
not of choice; you fee the difficulties to which I am 
driven, and to which I have reduced my country; 
and you know alfo, that I am, in my own private 
charader, a lover of peace. For what reafon then

do
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do I pcrfift, in fpite of ceqviflion ? For your benefit 
alone ! for you I have violated the mod facred en
gagements ! for you rejected the fuggedions of rca- 
fon ! for you a thoufand times forfeited my honour 
and veracity in this bufinefs ! and for you I mud 
(till perfill! Without the American war I (hall have 
no places, ho emoluments to bellow, not a fingle 
loan to negotiate ; nor (hall I be able to retain this poor 
fituation of mine, that I have long held thus dtfinte-
reftedly.------Put an end to the American war, and
you undo all. My power will be miferably leff- 
ehed, and your pay as miferably reduced. As to 
myfelf, why, I am perfectly indifferent about that ; 
I get a little, and it is my happinefs, thank Heaven, 
that a little contents me.

June 8.
Mr. FuX faid, the revenue was, and ought to be 

confidered as diftind from fovereignty ; at lead, it 
ought not to be aficrted, that, becaufe we had fove
reignty, we had alfo a right to colled the revenue 
in our own way, without consulting tbofe who were to 
pay it. By/ the experience we had in the American 
conted, we had furely difcovered, that robbery was 
not only difgraceful, but that -it was alfo ruinous. 
Had not the noble Lord yet felt enough of the con- 
fequenccs of robbery ? In the beginning of that drug
gie, fo didiked was the principle, it was even faid,
that if the Colonies, were to fend us revenue, voted

in
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in their own afiemblies, we ought not to accept of it. 
Now, however, that maxim was abandoned with re- 
fped to America, and we faw, by the letter of one of 
our.governors in the London Gazette, that we were 
happy to accept of revenue voted in any manner. It 
was abandoned with refped to America, but it was 
yet ventured with refped to the Eaft Indies. He 
(Mr. Fox) reprobated the whole of this condud, as 
impolitic, abfurd, and abominable, J he acquifitions of 
territory bad been made for the purpofes of commerce, 
under the exprefs [anfiion of a Charter i and, unlefs 
Government paid the expence incurred in the conquejls, 
they bad not a right to them.

June it.
Mr. Fox faid, in what light ought the bill (for 

paying into the Exchequer the balances in the hands 
of public accountants) to be regarded, but aa an ad 
of the greateft cruelty, of the greateft violence, of 
the grea^ety oppreflion ? as the ad of an indolent Mi- 
nifter, who deeps over the public concern ; who is 
profule and extravagant beyond all bounds in his cor
ruption one day, and rapacious, and hurries after mo
ney the next -, who cares not how ninth he wades, 
provided he can by any means, no matter'bow utijuft, 
bow unwarrantable, fe&e upon more, to ufe to the fame 
wicked and detejlable purpofe.

Same Day.
Mr. Burke laid, the noble Lord (Lord North) had -

been
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been fuckled with the milk of the Treafury and Ex
chequer ; he had grown fat upon it ; and he was 
enamoured of, and attached to, the old habits. 
** Train a child in the way that he Jhouldgo, and in bis 
old-age he will not depart from it*ix This was exactly 
the cafe with the noble Lord ; he had been brought 
Up among the abufes of the Treafury And Exchequer, 
and he could npt now depart fromjthem.

Same Day. j
Mr. Fox faid, the whole evil (of not collecting the 

balances in the hands of public accountants), he in
filled on it, lay with the Board of Treafury, and the 
noble Lord (Lord North) in the blue ribbon, whom 
he charged with the grofiTelt indolence and negligence•

Same Day*
Mr .Burke, in a fpeeçh of the molt poignant ridicule,1 

charged the noble Lord (Lord North) with having, on 
that day, given at once the molt explicit evidence 
of his afiivity and negligence, of his capacity 
and incapacity* H^had (hewn, that, as Firlt Lord 
Of the Treafury, and Chancellor of the Exche
quer, he had been negligent or incapable of his duty ; 
and at the fame time he had. fiiewn, by his fpeech 
of that day, that he had poth the talents and the 
induftry to comprehend whaihis duty was. He had 
been incapable or negligent inXthe execution ; but he 
was aCtive and able in the conception of his trull.
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June 2i.
If he (Mr. Fox) knew what the language of de- 

fpair was, the noble Lord (Lord North) had talked 
it, and that in the warmed and moft exprefiive.man
ner, by impudently darings at a time when the country 
xvas fpending millions upon millions in carrying on the 
war, to (land up in his place, and to boaft our hav
ing been able to aft on the defenfive. He ufcd the 
word impudently, becaufe he knew no other word in 
the Englifh language, which fo properly expreffed 
the fcnfe he had of the noble Lord’s conduft.
t - ' ‘

November 27.
Mr. Fox faid, the addrefs moved for was the moft 

extraordinary ever feen -,—he muft paufe a while on 
the audacity of the Minifter, (for he could give it no 
gentler term,) in daring to put fuch language, as he 
had, into the mouth of the Sovereign. If men were 
unacquainted with the nature 0^ our conftitution, 
and knew not that the fpeech was contrived by a Cabi
net Council, what would they pronounce the prefent 
fpeech from the throne to be ? What! but that it 
was the fpeech of fome arbitrary, defpotic, hard
hearted, and unfeeling Monarch, who, having in
volved the (laves, his fubjefts, in a ruinous and un
natural war, to glut his enmity, or to fatiate his re
venge, was determined to perievere, in fpite of cala
mity, antKeven of fate. In Ihorr, this was the lan
guage that the fpeech really fpoke: “ Much has been 
loft ; much blood, much treafure has been fquan-

dered ;

z
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de red ; the burthens of my people are intolerable ; 
but my pallions are yet ungratified ; my ubjeét of 
fubjugation, and of revenge, is yet unfinrlhed, an^ 
therefore I am determined to perfevere.” This was 
the language ; and for this language the Minijler if 
anfwerable.

>

Same Day.

Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
had aferibed the American war, and all the calami^ 
ties of it, to the fpeeches of Oppofition. Oh, miferable 
and unfortunate Minifter ! oh, blind and incapable 
man ! whofe meafure's are fo framed, and with fucb 
little fore-fight, and executed with fuch little firmnefs, 
that they not only crumble to pieces, but bring on 
the ruin of his country, merely becaule one rafh, 
weak, or wicked man, in the Houfe of Commons, 
makes a fpeech again!! him ! What a miferable ftatef- 
man muft he be, who frames his meafures in fo weak 
and wretched a manner, as to allow for no contingen
cies of fortune, nor provides for the rath pallions ; and 
fay, if it pleafes the Houfe, the wicked pallions of 
men ! Could he expert that there would be no rulh, no 
weak, no wicked man in the Houfe ; or was he fo . 
ralh, fo weak, and fo wicked, as to contrive mea
fures of fuch a texture, that the intervention of any 
unforefeen circumftance would break them to pieces, 
and with their failure deftroy the empire of which 
they have the government.

I 2 Same
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Same Day, $ ^
Mr. Fox faid, that Minifters muft expeft to hear 

of the American war, and the calamities of it, again 
and again, They would be obliged not only to hear 
of them in that Houfe, but he trufted, that by the 
aroufed indignation and vengeance of an injured and un
done people, THEY MUST HEAR OF THEM AT THE 

TRIBUNAL OF JUSTICE, AND EXPIATE 1 HEM ON THE 

PUBLIC SCAFFOLD. *

Same Day.
- ' £ * ^

Mr. Burke with great warmth reprobated the lan
guage of the no^te Lord. He averred that it was 
impudent, it was audacious ; it was fomething worfe—» 
it was infulting in his Majelly's Minifter, this fame 
noble Lord (Lord North), to look Parliament in 
thfe face, and talk fo impudently as he had heard from 
his mouth. He faid, if there could be a greater 
misfortune than thofe we had undergone, in the dif- 
graceful conteft we were engaged in,, it was hearing 
the Minifter rife up in the great afiemoly of the Na
tion to vindicate his meafures ; it wàs the moft alarm
ing part of our condition ; it .was that which frozf 
up his blood, and harrowed up bis foul.

Same Day,
Mr. Burke faid, he çould not but fpcak a few words 

on thofe rights, which had coft us fo much, and 
whicl^were likely to coft us our all. Good God! ex
claims the Honourable Gentleman, are we yet to be 
told of the rights Jcr which we went to war ? Oh, ex-

çellent
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cellent rights ! oh, valuable rights ! Valuable you
lhould be, for we have paid dear at parting with you. 
Oh, valuable rights ! that have coft Britain thirteen 
provinces, four i(lands, a hundred thoufand men, 
and more than fcventy millions of money. Oh, won
derful rights ! that have coft Great Britain the em
pire of the fea ; her boafted, grand, and fubftantial 
fuperiority, which made the world t?end before her. 
Oh, ineftimable rights ! that have taken from us 
our rank amongft nations, our importance abroad, 
and our happinefs at home ; that have taken from us 
our trade, our manufactures, and our commerce; 
that have reduced us from one of the mod flourilhing 
empires in the world, to be one of the moft compact, 
unenviable powers on the face of the globe. Oh* 
wonderful rights ! that are likely to take^from ùs all 
that yet remains. What were thefe rights ? Could any 
man defcribe them ? could any man give them a body 
and a foul anfwerable to all thefe mighty cofts ? We 
did all this, becaufe we had a right to do it ; that was 
exactly the faCt. “ And all this we dared do, becaufe 
we dared** We had a right to tax America, fays 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon ; and as we bad a 
tight, we tnujl do it,

Same Day.
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forcing it, was nugatory and idle, in the copyhold 
of rival Bates, or of immenfe bodies. Oh ! fays the 
filly man, full of his prerogative of dominion over 
a few beafts of the field, there is excellent wool on 
the back of a Wolf, and therefore he mult be iheared. 
What ! fliear a Wolf ? Yes. But will he comply ? 
have you confidered the trouble ? how will you get 
this wool ? Oh ! fays he, I have confidered nothing, 
and I will confider nothing, but my right. A wolf is 
an animal that has wool ; all animals that have wool 
are to be (horn, and therefore I will (hear the wolf.— 
This was juft the kind of reafoning urged by the noble 
Lord, and this the council given by him.

Same Day.
Mr. Burke faid, that a day offreckoning would come, 

and whenever that day came, he fhould be able, by 
impeachment, to bring upon the heads of the au
thors of our calamities, the punishment they de
served.

v Same Day.
Mr. Burke faid, the addrefs moved for was a de- 

lufion ; and he was not a little amazed to hear the 
learned Lord (Lord Advocate) make it an argument, 
that, if it was a delufiony it could not lafb above a 
week. Good God ! did the noble and learned Lord 
know fo very little o^the Minifter, as to imagine, 
that the fhortnefi of time, which a delufion could ex- 
ift, was any reafon for his not pradtifing it ? The 
noble Lord dealt in cheats and dtluficns ; they w.ere

the

y
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the daily traffic of his invention. A week! the no
ble Éord had often held out a cheat for half that 
time ; for a day only ; nay, for a Tingle hour. He 
had pra&ifcd cheats upon the Houfc, which died 
away even before the debate ended to favour which 
they wer^ contrived. Had not the Houfe feen the 
noble Lord cheat upon the fubjeét of the conciliatory 
propofition ? Had they not witneffed his dexterity in 
laying down his own cheat upon that occafion, afid 
his adopting another which he thought he played off 
more advantageoufly ? The noble Lord would continue 
to play off his cheats on that Houfe,, as long as be thought 
it neceffary, and had money enough at command to bribe 
gentlemen to pretend that they believed him.

'6 » •

November 30.
Mr. Fox attacked Lord Nortbt and with great 

warmth accufcd him of making the moft fhuffling 
ffuffe that ever was * attempted in the moft fhuffling
times. ' ' > ' ' v '

Same day.
Mr. Fox faid, that, with refpeft to the letter which 

the noble Lord (Lord North) had received from the
■ * t ’ 4

Honourable Admiral, acquainting him, that the cap- * 
ture of Saint Euftatia was a very rich one, and that 
it all, every farthing of it, was the property of the 
Crown ; he could not but admire, that fuch a Mi~ 
nijler as we had, who was an old Minifter, and a fulL 
grown Minifter, fhould come to the Houfe, and tell 
them, that he had received a letter from the Admi- 

X ral,
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ral, informing him, that every thing at Saint Eufta- 
tia was the property of the Crown, in anfwer to the 
propofed inquiry. .From fuch conduct, the Miniftef 
might naturally be concluded a Very young man, with 
a large napkin under bis chin. The letter he thought 
more proper to have been fent to the Attorney Gene
ral; but he fuppofed the noble Lord, who a&ed on 
the occafion as a lawyer, and fent wqrd to the Ad
miral that the property was all his, as the ^torney y 
General would havé done, bad taken a fee for bis

' * V ^

advice, • .ys

‘ : Sarnie Day^ .^ . v
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord, with regard to the 

quell ion before the Houfe, might do as he pleafed 
v with it. He might cut it and mangle it juft as he 

pleafed ; but though he Ihould cut it into a thoufand 
pieces, if he got but any part of it, it would be fuf- 
ficient for him. But the noble Lord had divided his 
motion in a manner that put him in mind of a mur* 
derer, who, having amputated all the limbs of a 
child, threw them different ways, in order that the 
father might be employed in picking them up, Mead 
of purfuing the murderer.

- February 1, 1782.
Mr. Burke, in the fevered and mod pointed lan

guage, attacked the noble Lord (Lord North), for 
declaring.that the contrai made with Mr. Townfon, 

by the apard of Ordnance, for 400 tons of falt-pctre, 
was a matter in which he was not immediately con

cerned,
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ccrned. What ! (fays he) is it not the bufmefs of 
the FirftLord of the Treafury to fee that money mat
ters of fueft confequence fhould be Rated fairly and 
juftly, previous to their being brought before the 
Houfc ? Was it not his bufmefs to have enquired in
to it ? Moft certainly it was ; and I am convinced 
too, fo important a tranfa&ion could never have been 
done without his management and content : in which 
cafe, I fay, he has cheated the public. [Mr. Burke
was here interrupted by a loud cry for CAder /]

< '• • *' -
. e e . , «*

• ‘ . February 4.
Mr. Fox faid, that the noble Lord in the blue 

ribbon (Lord North) had no hand in making the 
contract for falt-petre with Mr. Townfon, was what 
he could readily believe ; for if he had, he would 
have made it aft the higheft^rice, namely, 153I. per 
ton ; the fame as he did the contrat for rum with

V '*•

Mr. Atkinfon, where he fuffered himfelf -firji to be 
cheated, and then, in return, cheated the publia

February 19.
Ftf%faid, the Minifter had found out the true 

wit of the levelling principle, and dilcovered that 
lowering all men to bis own bafenefs, was the only 
means of keeping the people in humour with each 
other.

., February 22.
Mr. Fox was exceedingly fevere on the Minifter, 

and was glad to find that he had difeovered who that
K evil
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evil f{>irit was that conduced all our miichiefs -, it 
was a perfon in a higher fituation than the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon ; for the noble Lord was 
only his puppet, and aCted as he was told.

Same Day.
Lord North faid, the conduCt of the Right Hp- 

nourable Gentleman, and Uppolition, was of the 
molt unaccountable nature. They were conftantly 
calling on him for explanation, and for information, 
in refpeCt to this and that meafure ; and yet, in the 
very lame breath, they laid, they would not give the 
fmallejl credit to a word he faid. This conduct, he 
faid, was a paradox ; it was contradictory and puerile. 
Such inconjijtent inveftive was the Jtrongejl proof that 
office, and not the mealures of the Mintjicr, was the 
primary cau/e of the attacks of Oppofition.

Same Day.
Mr. Burke blamed the nobleT.ord*s ( Lord North's•) 

conduét for the whole of his proceedings refpecting 
the loan. The lalt year he made an INFAMOUS 
bargain in a bungling manner; he now wilhed to 
make a bargain equally advantageous, to influence 
with more Safety : and he declared, that Parliament 
ought, if th^y were honeft, to curb a practice, which,
above all others, was deltruCtive of their inde-
' * »

March 4;
Mr. F«x faid, the nation would not 1'ufTer lofs, dif- 

grace, and calamity, without calling their rulers to a
fever ç

pendence.
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fevere account. Would they nowfuffer lofs after lofs, 
and difafter after djfafter? Were théy lb habituated 
to defeat ? Had Miniftry made them fo familiar 
with forrow, that they* could now bear any lofs with
out at all complaining ? He hoped not. He had 
that day heard of another lofs—he meant St. Kitt’s 
was taken. He defired the Mnifter would inform 
the Houfe if it was true that this calamity had alfo 
come upon us, and where he meant to flop—when 
he would confefs that he had done enough. From 
his foul, he (Mr. Fox) believed, that fuch was his 
accurfed obftinacy, that even when he had loft nine- 
tenths of the King’s dominions, he would not be fa- 
tisfied till he had mangled and déftroyed the laft 
miferable tenth alfo—pride and obftinacy were fo pre
dominant in his nature.

Same Day. >
Mr. Fox faid, the people heard of our triumphs 

Without pleafure ; they heard of his Majefty’s viétories 
without any gladnefs ; the ftocks remained the fame ; 
the faces of meti wore the fame gloom : but that, on 
the inftant a victory was gained over his Majefty’s 
Minifters, whom they confidercd as the greateft ene
mies of their country, their jpy^was immoderate, the 
funds were immediately adv^nceaX and the credit of 
the nation raifed, becaufe a profpeft opened it/elf of the 
Minister's going out of place.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, the end of the American war

K 2 coming



coming as it did, had completely and effectually de- 
ftroyed corruption ; the reign of it was over. If the 
conqueft had come fooner, before we had been fo 
inftigatcd againft the baneful confequences of a fyftem 
of corruption, perhaps there might have been con
trived fome paltry and infignificant COALITIONS, 
that would have made the fyftem more palatable.

! * : " ‘ /

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, our affairs were fo circumftanced, 

that Minifters mult lofe their places, or tl country 
mull be undone. He would therefore let them en
joy thofe emoluments which they held fo dear, pro
vided he could fave his country : for this end, he 
was willing to ferve them, in the bufinefs of peace, 

, in any capacity, even as an under commis, or meffen- 
ger. But, in fo doing, he defired it might be under- 
flood, that HE did not mean to have any Jeon- 
vexion with them : from the moment when he 

SHOULD MAKE ANY TERMS WITH ONE OF THEM,

he would reft fatisfied to be called the 
moft infamous of mankind. He could 

/ not for an inftant think of a coalition 
with men, who, in every public and pri
vate tranfa&ion, as Minifters, had fhewn
themfelves void of every principle of 
honour or honefty : in the hands of 
fuch men, he would not trufLhis ho
nour, even for a minute !

Same
t
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Same Day.
Lord iV<?rh&Jfaid, the Honourable Gentleman was 

kind enough to offer his fervices in a negotiation, 
but he would not take any part of the affairs of the 
public with the prefent Adminiftration ; and the rea- 
fon he afiigned was, that he could not truft his ho
nour in their hands for a moment, that were without 
any principle of honour or honefty. Thofe were good 
and fubftantial reafons, and better certainly could not 
be afligned ; and the fame fhould ferve him againft: 
the Honourable Member. He would never employ 
^perfon who publicly declared that he could not 
have a confidence in him. He was intitled to 
SAY JUST AS MUCH OF THE HONOURABLE GENTLE

MAN, AND THEREFORE HE WOULD NOT TRUST HIS 
HONOUR IN THE HANDS OF THAT GENTLEMAN ; ûtldt

thinking of him as he did, he was determined never to 
aft with him as a negotiator.. ' 1 /

Same Day.
Mr. Burke faid, he did not wonder the noble Lord 

(Lord North) was at a lofs about new taxes •, for what 
frefh burthen could he add to this unhappy nation ? 
We were already taxed, if we rode, or if we walked ; 
if we flayed at home, or if we went abroad ; if we 
were matters, or if we were fervants ; if we drank 
wine, or if we drank beer; and, in fhort, we were 
taxed in every pottible way. Thus, after being taxed 
in the manner mentioned, he had endeavoured to fee 
how the account would (land, when viewed in a mer
cantile form, and the firft thing was, Debtor by lofs,
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ONE HUNDRED MILLIONS OF MONEY Î he next looked

for a Creditor fide, and what rendered it more curious 
was, that there it flood Creditor by Loft ; we had x 
puréhafed one hundred million worth of national 
difafters ; and the whole, when in one view, appeared 
as follows :

Debtor* by Lofs.

One Hundred Mil
lions of Mo&çy.

x

Creditor by Lofs.
One tinndred Thoufand- 

Men, and the lois of 
Maffachufets 
Pennfylvania 
New-York 
Virginia 
Maryland 
South Carolina 
North Carolina 
Florida 
Georgia 
Delaware 
New Jerfey 
Rhode Ifland 
Connecticut 
New Hampihirc • 
St. Vincent 
Grenada'
Dominica
Tobago
St. Chriftopher’s 
Senegal 
Fenfacola, and 
Minorca ;
Which, at a moderate 

computation, produced 
tothiscountry annually, 

Four Millions and Fifty 
Thoufand Pounds !

After
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After all this, Mr. Burke faid, the noble Lord had 
told them, he would continue in his office out of 
gratitude to the people. Gratitude ! the^ogble Lord's 
gratitude ! _ Oh, Sir, faid Mr. Burke, addreEing him- 
felf to the Chair, the noble Lord’s gratitude is like 
that of another fallen angel like himfelf, defcribcjl by 
the Poet : * *

The debt immenfe of endlef: gratitude,
So burthenfome, fill paying, fill to owe.

So with the noble Lord ; his debt immenfe of grati
tude was endlefs, and could never be difcharged ;

- and therefore he had prefumed to fly in their face, 
and to infult them with fuch language as ought to be 
reprobated by every man who had a fenfe of the de
cency due to Parliament from the noble Lord, and 
ifrow ill it became him, of all men, to fay, that he 
ztoould continue in his office out of gratitude. v

Same Day.
Mr. Fcx attacked the noble Lord (Lord North) 

with uncommon warmth. The noble Lord had, at 
length, con felled himfelf totally exhaufted in point 
of finance, and no longer able to raile taxes to pay 
the interelt of a debt occafioned by his curfed 
American war: the people were burthened, and fo 
loaded with innumerable opprefiions, that even the 
noble Lord was at a lofs how to diftrefs them any 
farther. His condiments, he faid, felt feverely the 
evil effects of the noble Lord’s adminiftration ; and, 
indeed, the whole nation felt them too feverely ; fpr 

K ‘ \ .he

’S



,1 THE BEAUTES OF [A. 1782.
\ . «

he had, by a determined obftinacy to keep in place, 
ruined above nine-tenths of the Britiffi dominions, 
and feemed equally determined to ruin what little 
remained. The noble Lord had lately talked of his 
gratitude, and that he only flayed in office to fee his 
country righted. In the name of ôod, what good 
could the country expeft from a man, whole whole 
adminiftration had been one continued feries of 
blunders ? From the noble Lord’s confeffion, he had 
proved himfelf, what he always took him for, viz. 
an ignorant and a bad financier ; a man totally unac
quainted with the refources of the country, and certainly 
unfit and unworthy of the office he held.

Sam£°Day.
Mr. Fox faid, the greateft piece of delufion the 

noble Lord bed been gbilty of, was the keeping the 
nation in a profound darknefs with refpedt to the 
ftate of their affairs. He deluded them by a fet of 
taxes, which they were led to believe were fufficient 
for the purpofe intended ; therefore the public fuf- 
fered him to go on, not knowing their fituation : if 
they did, long before this ^tould they have cried out, 
and have awakened from that ftate of lethargy which 
had been fo difgraceful to them, and fo ruinous to 
their country.

March 8.
Mr. Burke faid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 

had declared that he never would quit his office until 
' he could quit it with honour ; he therefore congratu

lated
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latcd the Houfe on the happy profpcét they had of t 
keeping the noble Lord in office i for if he never 
quitted his poll until he could quit it with honour, 
he would be bound to fay, that bo would remain in it 
till the laft hour of his life, \

Same Day.

Mr. Fox, in an excellent fpeech of argument and 
explanation, declared, that he would be an infamous 
man, who fhould, upon coming into place, abandon 
the principles and profeffions which he had made 
when out 0/ place. He was happy to fay, that every 
principle he ever held had been adopted by a ma
jority of that Houfe, thedecifion of which had given 
fanftkm to his opinions,

Same Day.

Mr. Fox faid, it had been thought that he gave 
out, that there would be formed an Adminiftration 
of profeription. This he pofitively denied ; on the 
cpntrary, it was the defire of thofe with whom he 
had the honour to a&, to form an Adminiftration on 
the broadeft bafis ; an Adminiftration which fhould 
take in all that was gffeat and dignified in the tmj 
pire ; to colleft all*the ability, the talents, the confi- 
deration, and the weight of the nation ; to draw 
within its arms every man of influence, every man of 
popularity, every man of knowledge, every man of 
experience, without regarding his particular opinion 
on abftradt points, and united and employ all this 
; L body
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body of ftrength to one great end, the deliverance of 
the empire. He had faid only, that he could form no 
connexion with* the prefent Cabinet ; THAT HE 
SHOULD BE INFAMOUS IF HE DID.

Same Day.
Mr. Fox faid, in explanation of his defcription of 

the broad * bottomed Adminiftration which his friends 
defired to form, that he would proferibe no men of 
any principles, in the prefent dreadful moment, but 
the five or fix men who were now, and had been, the 
confidential advifers of bis Majefiy in all the meafures 
that bad brought about the prefent calamities.

March n.
Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lotd (Lord North) had 

talked in a taunting manner, arid had jeeringly called' 
the majority a glorious majority : however he might 
be inclined, in general^ to be diverted with the noble 
Lord’s pleafantry, Mr. Fox fSid, he could not ap
prove pieafantry at an improper time. God knew, 
that was’no hour for merriment; and he begged the 
noble Lord to remember, that his je/n had already 
coft the nation dear enough, ]

Z < March 20. ^.

Z Intimation of a Change of Miniftry.

Mr. Burke faid, that that wa^ not a moment of 
x levity or exultation ; he regarded it with a calmnefs 

of content, a placid j<îy, a ferene farisfaétion : he 
looked forward with fear and trembliti^ ; but the

"^prefent

/r<
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prefent was a moment of great awfulnefs ; and every 
Gentleman who expected to form a part of the new 
Admjniftration, or intended to fupport it, ought to 
queftion themfelves, examine their own hearts, and 
fee whether they had been afting upon principles 
that were ftridtly right, and upon which they could 
continue to aft in power, as firmly as they bad continued 
to aft uplift them, while out of power. If, upon fuch 
an examination, any Gentleman found he could not, 
that man, be he who he would, ought not to accept 
of power. The prefent, he farther faid, was that pe
culiar period of men’s lives, when their ambitious 
views, that had lain fecretly in the corner of their 
hearts, almoft undifcovered to themfelves, were un
locked ; when their prejudices operated moft forcibly\ 
when all their defires, their, felf-opinions, their yanity, 
their avarice, their luft of power, and all the worft 
pallions of the human mind, were fet at large, and 
began to (hew themfelves. At fuch p time, let men 
take care what they did, bow far they went, and what 
limits they preferibed to themfelves*

Same Day.
Mr. Burke faid, that a moft wonderful deal of 

eloquence had been heard within the Houfe, and 
men of the firft and rareft talents had exerted them
felves extremely to bring about what the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon had that day declared to be 
near at hand. But neither the abilities of the one, 
nor the eloquence of the other defeription of perfons,

L 2 had
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had tended fo much towards the accomplifliment of 
that which was fo near at hand, as the fpirit of the 
people, andx'the conduct of the independent mem
bers, who beft fpoke that fpirit. They had feen for
a length of years a fpirit of corruption going on ; 
and they had feen it with melancholy minds ; for, 
from the immenfe power of that corruption, from the v 
tower with which it was furrounded and fortified,* 
they faw no hopes of ever Ipeing able to overthrow it. 
For a long time, therefore, they were inactive by de
jection ; they were rendered fybmifiivc by defpair ; 
and this fatal torpor gaye new and„additional ftrength 
to the enemy -, it gave them the mod decifivc advan- 

• tage of all others,—the appearance of (lability, by 
which the weak were feduced to join them, and the 
wicked were confirmed. When you were thus er- 
roneoufly and criminally negligent, they were fafe ; 
but when at length, urged b,y the accumulated dif- 
trefies of your country, when you faw there were no 

> expectations from your patience, and that there was
even no, profpeCt from hope, you aroufed from your 
lethargy, and teftified tb^ force of e.
When you joined together in ohe voice, one mind, 
and one aftion, you found that that only which

I

*, lived by your fubmiffion, funk inltantly beneath your 
attack. He begged them, ' therefore, to recolleCt 
what their conduct had been hitherto, what their con
duct had principally accotnplilhed, and what ought, 
to be their conduCt in future. The removal of Mi*

11 s
\ nifters was one great point gained * but the end that

every
1

J
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every lover of his Country muft: look up to, and ar
dently defire, was not by any means achieved by the 
mere removal of Minifters. Much, and the mod efien- 
tial part of the work remained to be performed, and 
nothing could enfure the completion of the bufmefs, 
but the (leadinefs of the Houfe, and, above all, thfc 
firmnefs of the independent members : the new/Ad- 
miniftration was the work of their hands ; iJ was 
their duty to give*it that fupport, without which it 
was impofiible for it to fubfift. There was a certain
fatality attending human nature, which very often 
defeated the beftof purpofes ; for the greateft virtues 
were frequently accompanied with the greateft defefts : 
independence, and public fpirit, were attended1 
with indolence and fu pi ne nefs -, and thofe gentlemen 
who had effected the great change of Miniftry, might 
lofe all the benefits which might have been expected, 
by indolence and inactivity. Their fupport (hould 

l be zealous and unremitting : no adminiftration could 
ex’^ft long without fupport ; and when, abandoned by 
th^independent interell, Minifters had hitherto refort- 
ed to t'fie deteitable means of corruption-, but in 
that they were not fo much to blame as the inde
pendent gentlemen who fuffered them to do it. Go
vernment could only exift in two ways ; by its purity, 
wifdom, and fuccefs, which fecured to it the love 
and fupport of the virtuous and independent -, or it 
mult cxjft: by ineans of corruption, which brought 
to its aid the needy and the profligate : and as Go
vernment muft: be fupported—the independent gen- 

, tlemen
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tlemcn ought to take to thcmfelves blame, if they 
forced a virtuous adminiftration to refort to corrup
tion: he repeated it, therefore, that their fupport 
ought to be Beady, uniform, and aétive -, and the more 
fo, as the Minifters who were retiring, were not 
going out in confequence of an addrefs of that day ; 
they were not tired of their places, vand their Sove
reign was not tired of them ; and therefore the work 
of the independent gentlemen would be incomplete, * 
if they did not rdolve to fupport their own admi- 
niftration with zeal and perfeverance. The neceffity 
of this advice made him the more earneft in givipg 
it; and he hoped in God now to fee an adminiftra
tion formed, not onlj^of independence, but of folid, 
fubftantial, and permanent power. He hoped, in 
God, that we ftiould now have an opportunity of 
perceiving bow much more beneficial to a country, as 
well as honourable, a Government of virtue was, 
than a Government of corruption.

April 8.
Mr. Seer et ary Fox faid, that not a Tingle day would be 

loft, until reftrainmg the influence of the Crown, and 
fettling upon more equal grounds the reprefentation 
of the people, was fulfilled. To correâ the abufes in 
influence and reprefentation, would be the fteady en
deavours of his Majcfty’s Minifters.

April 9.
Mr. Secretary Fox faid, every one who had heard

the
*

*

1
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the learned Lord (the Lord Advocate) fo ably and 
fo powerfully ftatç our fituation in the eaft, would 
perceive that he held up a mirror, wfiich reflefted 
our fituation in the weft. The effcdh of the perni
cious fyftem, which thank God was at laft deftroyed, 
were now felt in every corner of the empire ; but 

.his Majefty’s prefent fervants were determined to go
vern by more virtuous means. There was one propo
rtion made by the learned Lord, he fa id, did not 
meet his wilhes •, and that was, the takinq^from 

the East-India Company, and placing under the 
direction of the Crown, the entire management of 
our territorial acquifitions in the eaft. This he'could 
not approve of, confiften? with his regard to the 

Crown, and the conftitution of this country. It 
would afford to Government fuch ample means of 
corruption and undue influence, as might in the
end overthrow the whole conftitution, and deprive \ e 1 
us of our belt and dearelt rights ; and on this ac
count, HÉ THOUGHT IT WOULD Bp MORE 
PRUDENT TO LEAVE THE APPOINT

MENT OF ITS OWN SERVANTS TO THE 
COMPANY.

• ‘ \ j April 15.
Mr. Secretary Fox acquainted the Houfe, that he 

had a mefiage from his Majefty, and he preiented 
the fame to the Houfe. It was read by Mr. Speaker, 

and was as follows :

“ GEORGE
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“ GEORGE R.
“ His Majefty, taking into confideration the fup-

plies which have been given with lo much liberality, 
and fupported with fuch uncommon firmnefs and 
fortitude by his people in the p relent extenfivc war,
recommends to his faithful Commons the confide
ration of an effectuai plan of ceconomy through all 
the branches of the public expenditure ; towards 
which importaht object, his Majefty has taken into 
his aftual confideration, a form and regulation in the 
civil eftablilhment, which he will Ihortly caufe to be 
laid before this Houfc, defiring their afliftancc to
wards carrying the fame more fully into execution. 
His Majefty has no referves with his people, on whofc 
*ffe<ftions he. refts with a furc reliance, as the belt 
fupport of the true honour of his^prown and go
vernment } and as they have hitherto been his belt 

• fupport and refource upon every emergency, fo he 
regards them as the moft folid and liable fecurity for 
an honourable provifion for his perfon and family.

Mr. Burke then rofe, and in a moft elegant fpeech 
congratulated the Houfe, and the kingdom, on the 
happy æra when his Majefty, freed from that fecret 
and injurious coun(trl which ftood between him and 
his people, now fpoke to rhem in the pure and rich 
benevolence of bis own heart. The meflfage which 
they had juft heard, was the genuine efTufion of his

X
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Majefty’s paternal care and tcndernefs for hisfubjeâs. 
It was what good fubjects deferved from a good. Kings 
and every man would rejoice in, and biefs the day, 
when his Majefty, reftored to the dignified indepen
dence of his elevated fituation, was able to fpeak to 
his people in the language of his own heart ; to par
ticipate in their fufferings ; to praifc and reward them 
for their fortitude. It was the best or messages

TO THE BEST OF PEOPLE, FROM THE BEST OF KINGS.

• • July 9>
Converfarion on the Divifion of the Cabinet,1

Mr. Fox faid, one would naturally imagine, in an 
adminiftration formed on the principles of the men 
diftinguifhed by the Rockingham's, that upon the de* 
ceafe of that great man, whofe virtues, whofe noble- 
nefs of thinking, and whofe firm integrity bound them 
together, the man would be fought, and appointed 
to fucceed him, who moft refembled him in charac
ter, in influence, in popularity : fuch at lead were 
his ideas, and the eyes of all men were naturally 
turned to the Duke of Portland. Inflead of that no
ble perfon, however, the Éarl of Shelburne was le- 
le&ed, of whom, i^he meant to deferibe the charac
ter, he could not truly fey he bore any kind of re-j 
femblance to his predecefior ; perhaps the exaâ re- 
verfe might come nearer the pitture. Perhaps it 
might be afked, why, thinking as he did of the 
Ea:l of Shelburne, he came with him into office ac 
all ? To this he mulfhnfwer, that he had ftrong ob-

M jeftions
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jedions to it, and both with refped to him, and to 
another noble perf >n, : the Lord Chancellor) the only 
thing that could mafce him fubmit to affociatc with 
them in office, was the fatisfadory pledge which he 
had tor the integrity of adminiftration, of which he 
made a part, in the noble Marquis being at the head 
of it.

The coun.ry had now an adminiftration; which 
could not be a popular one. It was the adminiftra
tion of a man who could not think of reformation 
with temper, however loudly he might fpe?k about 

it ; a man who would declare, that the influence of 
the Crown ought to be dimimlhed } but who would 
at the fame time fay, that the King had a right to 
ufe his negative- in pafling laws, and would threaten 
with the exercife of that negative all thofe that ffiould 
move any bills that went to retrenchment. Such was 
the man now at the head of the Treaiury ; THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE LATE MINISTRY 
WERE NOW IN THE CABINET, and the next 
thing he ftiould look for, WOULD BE TO SEE 
THE LATE MINISTERS AGAIN IN OFFICE.

, March 28, 1783.
Lord North faid, that notwithftanding the fevere 

reflrdions caft on the coalition, it would be found 
that neither party had given up their fentiments, yet 
they could ad together for the public good. The 
Honourable Mr. Fox and himftlf undoubtedly agreed

on

A.
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on many great points; and as they were known to
the Houfc, there was no occafion to repeat them.
; ». . . . •; ' f '■ 4

> # -

Same Day. »
Mr. Fox got up and defended himfelf on the co

alition between him and Lord North : he faid, if 
none were to be admitted to take a part in the admi- 
miftration, as mentioned by the noble Lord, but 
thofe whofe political fentiments never difagrred, it 
would be difficult, indeed, to form an admmiftration*.

/»

. , Same Day.
Mr. Burke rofe, and in a full, clear, and jnanly 

way, vindicated the parliamentary conduct he had 
obferved for a period of more than eighteen years : 
he hachconftantly voted on the fame fide with thofe 
noble and firm fupporters of the conftitution (the 
houfe of Cavendifh), and he trufted he always ffiould ; 
he had been blamed for joining the coalition, but he 
made no doubt a time would come, when he Jhould have 
it in his power to convince thofe perfons, who new 
railed fo bitterly againfl it, that they were entirely 
wrong, and doing more hurt than they probably expefted, 
or could compenfate their country for.

April 25.
Mr. Fox took notice of a charge juft made, tj»at a 

coalition had tyeen formed for the purpofe of feizing 
upon the reins of the Government. He infilled uport 
it, that it was a rafti exprefllon ; for the late Miniftry

. "tv.y M 2 had
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had been driven from their dation, the fame as he 
hoped every Minidry who adted wrong would be, 
by a majority of that Houfe. it was by a majority 
of that Houfe that the former Minidry were removed; 
and of which all ranks approved. The late Miniftry 
had been removed .in the fame manner '; but be cer
tainly could make allowances for honourable Gentlemen 
feeing things in different lights ; it was extremely na
tural ; different filiations threw different colours on the 
fame objefis. Gentlemen, he was aware, were led, from 

different circumstances, to fee the fame things in different 
pints of viewt and (Q colour them accordingly.

. ,
. ^ t ••-»:«» > Î *- j‘ .‘I

Same Day.

Mr. Burke faid, that, if he held improper language 
in that Houfe, he* might be called to an account for 
it in a parliamentary way ; if CalledXo an account 
out of the Houfe, he would anfwer it in a Gentle
man’s way ; but no danger, no bullying, no threat, 
ihould ever prevent him from doing his duty ; and 
he pledged himfelf to God, to his country, to that 
Houfe, and to the unfortunate and plundered inha
bitants of- India, that he would bring to judice, as 
far as in him lay, the greated delinquent that India 
ever faw. With regard to loofe accufations, he was 
far above them. When he charged Mr. Haftings, he 
would do it by alleging fume fpecific fadt of cri
minality. To adt otherwife, was fomething worfe 
than adting ungenerovdy ; it was to adt the part of a 
calumniator,- a part which he w^uld never confent to

^ perform,

J
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perform. Mr. Burke reafoned a good -deal in terms
of Painting, upon overcharging a picture with colour,
in order to hide an impcrfeét outline ; and declared 
he would take care that his drawing (hould be correct 
and perfed, before he put on àhy colouring at all.

December 1.
Mr. Fox faid, an Honourable Gentleman under the

gallery (Mr. Martin), to whom an abufe of the
Coalition Teemed, a fort of luxury, wiflies that a dar
ling were at the right-hand of the Chair, to cry out*; 
Difgraceful Coalition !—Sir. upon this fubjed I (hall 
fay but a few words : /

The calamitous fituation of this dpuntry required 
an adminiftration whofe (lability could give it a tone 
of firmnefs with foreign nations, and promife fome \

hopes of reftoring the faded glories of the country. 
Such an adminiftration could not be formed without
fome jundion of parties i and ift former differences
were to be an infurnibuntable barrier to union, no 
chance of falvation remained for the country, as it 
was well known that four public men could not be 
found, who had not, at one time or other, taken op- 

Ipofite Tides in politics. The great caufe of difference 
between me and .the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, 
is no longer in exiftence ; HIS PERSONAL CHA
RACTER STOOD HIGH, add we preferred 
uniting with the noBTe Lord.

December 22.
Lord North went into a defence of tKbx union of 

^^ . V parties
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parties upon which he had laft pomé into office. He 
feid, he hoped what was now obvious, would-at leaft 
prove an ample juftification of what had again and 
again been called a cur fed coalition \ and that it would 
be feen, that curfcd coalition was not, as it had been 
ftated, an infamous abandonment of principle, from 
an cagernefs to gralp at power, a temporary jundion 
of no foltd bafis, and held together for the foie pur- 
pofe df a temporary tenure of place. It had been 
pretty mudh the habit of fome gentlemen to rife for ’: 
the folepu^pofe of talking of the coalition in terms of 
Reprobation, and in termà of fcandal ; they had, in
deed, been fufficiently liberal of attack, but abun- . 
damly fparing off argument : but as he [had a long, 
While obferved, that certain words had been got by 
ratty rather than that new matter of argument was 
ftarted againit thZcoalition, when it had been lately^ 
recommended to have a Starling brought, for the ex-*! 
prefs purpofe of being placed oh one fide of the Speak-r 
er*s chair, irt oMer to crÿ ouf, Coalition ! curfed coali * 
tien ! he could Wo otherwife folvc the propofivion,; 
than by fuppofing, that from the tedious repetition7 
of the fame word, fo often by the fame pdrfon, thtf 
gentleman wiflied to be cafed from the fatigue of the# 
office he had impdfed upon himfelf, and therefore 
propo&d to do k by deputy. There would hence- 
forth, howerér, ho nutted,1 be no occafion for the 
deputy nor "the principal, * becaufe he conceived, tha^ 
after what the houle then faw, ill abufe of the coali* 
tien would be at an end. His LortKbip çêcâpitulated

A. 1783. 

the vari
country 
down tc 
which, 
tion-.bu

V X
itfelf wi 
that infi 
vantage 
admintft 
His Ri) 
might ft 
had, at 
fire eack 
PRINC 
ED. j 
another, 
not acce 
been fug 
his fent\ 
fwered
fair re 
was ih

' the



L. 1783-

c. He
•at lcaft
lin and
; would
id been
r, from
undtion
)le pur-
ad been

1 rife for
:erms of
lad, in- 4
jt abun- j.
1 a long,
1 got by 

mlent waj 
en lately 
r the ex- 
ie Speak- 
*fed coali- 
Xpofnioh/ 
•epetitiotf 
rfon, thy I 
;ue of th< 
therefore 

Id hence- 
>n for the. 
ved, that?
* the coali* 
apitulated 

~ the

A. 1783.] FOX, NORTH, AND BURKE.^87

the various adminiftrations that had governed the 
country ever fince he firft led the Treafury Bench, 
down to the curfed coalition, as it was called ; but 
which, he would venture to fay, was an adminiftra- 
tioiv .built upon a broad bafis, and which conduced 
itfelf with fuch internal confidence, and was as free from 
that infamous trick, and underhand endeavour to get*ad

vantage of earis other, that too often prevailed, as any 
adminifiration that had ever existed in this country. 
His Right Honourable FRIEND (Mr. Fox') and he 
might fairly Jlcite their fentiments. They neither of them 
had, and he would venture to Jay, they would never de

fine each other TO ABANDON OR FOREGO ANY 
PRINCIPLE THEY HAD EVER MAINTAIN
ED. Men of .honour could not afk any fuch thing of one 
another, becaufe they knew that men of honour could, 
nett accede to any fuch ihing. Whenever any idea be 
been fuggefted, that did not immediately coincide wit 
his fentiments, he had oppofed it pretty firmly, bad an- 
fwered argument %y argument, and on which ever fide 
fair reafon preponderated, the other concided. This 
was the only ground on which men of honour could

ACT, AND UPON SUCH GROUND, HE WAS SURE, HIS 

HONOURABLE FRIEND AND HE WOULD CONTINUE 

TO ACT TOGETHER, WHETHER IN OR OUT OF OF

FICE ! ‘ rv

, v,y A SERIES



■ K

... ■: A

;Uv »

^ -ail



A

SERI ES,of FACTS,

Candidly fubrhitt<?d to the consideration of thofe who 
have the effrontery to attempt to juftify, and ,thc 
hardinefs to fupport, the Coalition formed between 
l,ord North, the Right Honourable Charles-James 
Fox, and Mr. Edmond,

iHAT Lord North, who became a Minif- 
ter in 1770, and quitted iq 1782, con

trived in that period to double the national debt, jto 
lc^e thirteen Colonies, and all our Weft-India iflands, 
except Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua*

.2d. That his Lordlhip propofed and carried the 
India Regulating A<£t of 1773, to which, as the 
Duke of Richmond molt fenfibly obferved, we owe 
all the misfortunes that have happened to us in India.

3d. That Mr. Charles James Fox, from 1770, to 
1774, fupported all the meafures of Lord North,

4th. That Mr. Edmund Burke and his party were 
at that period the avowed oppofers of Lord North j 
that in particular they applied the epithets injuftice 
and robbery to the regulation and reform p>opofed 
by the India Bill in 1773 ; and that the very Mr. Ed
mund Burke, who ii/his late fpeech abufed the 
Company and their femnts for their tranfadlions fe- 
yçntccn years ago, was 10 fadt their avowed fup-

* porter
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porter and champion againft Lord North and Gene
ral Burgoyne, in 1773.

5th. That, from 1774, Mr. Charles-James Fox 
United with Mr. Edmund Burke and his party, untij 
they drove Lord North from the helm : that in this 
period they abufed him in the molt grols and fcyrrilous 
manner—of which almoft every page in the parlia- 

, .memary hiftory will afford ample proofs. It is ridi
culous and abfurd, and untrue, ^to affert that the 

} American war was the only fuÈJedb of difference ber 
tween them ; for they oppofed all his meafures, they 
threatened to impeach him, they accufed him of eat- 
ing?his words, and renouncing his principles—they 
acKrufed him of indolence, ignorance, folly, ahdWtn 
treachery—Mr. Fox declared he would not remain in 
a room alone with him ; and he pledged himfelf, as 
foletjinly as a gentleman could pledge himfelf, co.bc 
palled thehmoft infamous of men, if ever he united 
with the noble Lord, or any of thofe men wl>o had 
Jbrought thisxountry to ruin.

6t h. For two months after LordNorth was turned out, 
Mr. Charles-James Fox fcarcely ever appeared in the 
FJoufe of Commons without depicting in the ftrongèft 
terms the miferable and diftreffed ftate of this unfor- ^ 
tunate country * that every hour he was in office, he 
had more and more reafon to curfp the folly or the 
ignorance of the late Minifters, their wafte of public 
jnot ey, their neglect of the navy, thpir mad war with 
HqI and, their employing the three laft days they were ii> 
ofïjçe in providing for their dependants, the only proof of 

' activity they gave j that viewing and knowing all thefe
... ... g •; » * P- , . v|r j, • ' v 'v ‘4

r
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things, though not of a fànguinary temper, their bleed- 
ig country required that they (hould be brought to 

public punifliment.—Mr. Edmund Burke was at all 
titties ready to cry *• Hear ! hear !” or to join his right 
honourable friend in thefe lamentable (trains;

7th; The famous bill of reform, by which Mf„ Ed
mund Burke and his party fo effectually gulled the 
public,- inftead of faving two or three hundred thou- 
fand pounds a year, when palled, did not fave above 
thirty thoufand at molt.

8th..When the Marquis of Rockingham died,* 
Lord Shelburne became the Minifter. Mr. Fox and 
Lord Aohn Cavendilh refigned. The former abufed! 
Lord Shelburne,- though not fo very grofsly as hê 
had formerly abufed Lord North; However/ there 
was one expreflion in hisf abufe of that day, which 
furely no Englilhman will avoid laying particular 

/ ftrefs upon: “ That he lhould not wonder to fée Lord 
Shelburne coalefced with the old Miniftry, only that 
the nation would not bear to be fo infulted.” And Mr. 
Edmund Burke, by way of faying thfc worft he poflibly 
could of Lord Shelburne, declared, that be would, if 
foJJibkK be a more defir u ft ive Minifier to this country 
than Lorif North.

9th. AfterLord Shelburne had made a peace, Mr.* 
Fox, to get poffefiion of power again, aâually 
joined with that very man and his party whom for 

" eight years paft he had invariably abufed, as the au
thor of all our calamities, in order to pull (town the 
perfon who had given us what Mr. Fox pretended fo
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heartily to pant for, peace, and a diminution of the 
public expences.

ioth. Gan the moft ignorant man in thi% kingdom 
mifunderftand the motives for the Coalition ? Was it 
not an agreement of many very needy' men, feveral 
of them not pofieffing a (hilling of property in the 
kingdom, in order to lhare the little plunder left in a 
country almoft beggared by the folly and mifcondudt 
of one of the parties, or the intemperate apportion 
of the other ?
nth. Diftrefledas the country was after the Coali

tion took place, would not Mr. Fox and Lord North 
have faddled the nation with an additional burthen, 
amounting to forty thoufand pounds a year, if our 
gracious Sovereign had not oppofed the meafure, and 
rcfufed to fign the meffagc ?—Can this faét be denied, 
or explained away ?

12th. That^he patronage of Minifters being cir- 
cumfcribed by the-lofs of America, and the Coalition 
Handing on no other bafis but that^of mutual con
venience and felf-intereft, fpite of all Lord North’s 
blufter, a plan was formed for feifing all the property 
of the Eaft India Company, and throwing it into the 
hands of the Miniftcrs.

ir
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I N D E X.
America, the Author of the Meafures againft it 

thought by Mr. Fox bound to anfwer for 
all the Mifchief and Expence of it - - 2

• A Angular Way of recovering it, afcribed to.
» Lord North - - - 15

Lord North fufpeéted, detefted, and defpifed by it 17 
Lord North cenfured for fending Commiflioners 

to treat for Peace - - 51,52
American Difputes, charged to Lord North’s Negligence

and Incapacity - - - 3
Lord North is of Opinion they will 

% end fpeedily, happily, and without
bloodlhed - • “S'

American War, Lord. North’s conduit refpeiting it ar
raigned by Mr. Fox - - 6

alfo by Mr. Burke - - - 6
Lord North’s Reafons for continuing it - 54, 

Accurfed Objlinacy, Lord North charged with it - 67
Arbitrary Power, Mr. Fox charges Lord North with a De-

fign of fpreading it throughout the Britifb Empire 10 
Audacity, Lord North reprehended for it - - 58
Avarice and Ambition, Lord North accufed of both - 23
Axe, Lord North pronounced by Mr. Fox defervmg one 35

B.
Blundering Pilot, Mr. Fox defcribes Lord North as fuch 5
Breach oj Promife, Mr. Fox charges Lord North with a

Breach of it - - - "7
Bribery, Mr. Burke fufpeits Lord North of it - - 7
Burke, Mr. charges Lord North with Indignity and Vilenefs 11 

cenfures Lord North for fufpending the Habeas
Corpus A& - - - 12

compares Lord North to Sancho Panza’s Phyfician 13 
imputes the Capture of General Burgoyne to the

Ignorance of Lord North - - 14
charges Lord North with » mod remarkable In- 

ftance of’ Sillinefs - - " 15
• accufes Lord North of Impotence - - 16

charges Lord North with raifing men without
» the Knowledge of Parliament - - 17
reminded by Lord North of Pericles - - 18
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hurlty Mr. threatens Lord Nbfth with an InVeftigation 
into his conclu^ - -

reprobates Lord North’s employing the Indians 
accufes L*ord North of Ignorance refpeétiqg 

the Toulon Fleet — —
ridicules Lord North
charges Lord North, in the moft dire&Terms, 

with the Lofs of America - - it
bis Opinion of Refponfibility - - 28
is put in Mind, by Lord North, of a Story of 

Sir Godfrey Kneller - - i 30
deteéts Lord North faft afleep - - 31
pronounces the Places of Miniftry riot worth

his Acceptance - - • 33
talks of impeaching Lord North - - 35
defies Lord North ever to take him by the Paw 3$ 
accufes Lord North with a&ing in diredt * 

Contradi&ion to all honeft and difhonéft 
Politicians that ever lived - - 49

denies we have a Right y> the territorial Reve
nues of the Eaft-India Company 41, 44, 48, 49

£gjl-India

reprobates the Minifter’s conduct to Ireland 
Lord North freezes his blood, and harrows up 

his foul -
threatens Lord North with impeachment 
reprefents Lord North as a cheat «. 
charges him with making an infamous Loan 
fums up the Total--of Lord North’s Lodes 
his Opinion how Government ought to be 

conduced * -
his Panegyric on the belt1 of Sovereigns

43

\ c.

F‘f> Mr

Candour and Confciertce, Mr. Burke contends Lord North
has neither one rior the other , - - l

Cheat, Lord North represented as ohe - - 62, 64
Coalitions, Mr. Fox fpeaks againft theft» - - 68
Coalition, Mr.Fox declares he fhould think himfelf the moft 

infamous of Mankind, fhould he ever join Lord 
North - - , 68

Lord North defends his with Mr. Fox 82, 86, 87
Corruption, Lord North charged with having loft hâlf the

Empire by it - - - - if
Credulous* Mr. box pronounces Lord North - * 1x3

ip
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\EéJi-lndia Company, Mr. Fox exclaims loudly againfl med
dling with their territorial Revenue 55^ 
Mr. Fox thinks they lhoujd have the 

Appointment of the it ovyn Servants 79

«

Fax, Mr. charged by Lord North with indifcriminate
Cenfure - - 4

his Contempt and Pity held by Lord North in
equal Indifference - 6

alarms the Houfe at the Views of Lord Niorth 10 
menaces Lord North with a Day of Reckoning ie 
/compares Lord North to Sir Robert Walpole for 

Corruption, and charges him with having 
loft Half the Empire by it - - It

a fevere Charge brought againft him by Lord 
North - - - - ' 12

accufes Lord North of Pufillanimity - - 12
likens Lord North to Doûor Sangrado — 13
threatens Lord North with an Inquiry into the

Capture of General Burgoyne - "IS 
afcribes to Lord North a lingular Way of reco

vering America - f ? - 15
reprefunts Lord North as fufpe&ÿd, detefted, and

defpifed byiAmerica -- - - 17
pronounced Lord North the Contriver of our

Misfortunes - - *• - 19
charged by Lord North with having gone very

ncapTpeaking Treafon - *19
ridicules Lord North - 19, 26
pronounces Lord North deferving Cenfure - 20
charges Lord North with being thulaji to learn

what he fhould be the firji to know - 20
accufes Lord North of having betrayed the Nation 20 
declares he will never adt with Lord North - 22
arraigns the Condudfc of Lord North refpedting

Admiral Keppel - - - 23
accufes Lord North of Avarice and Ambition 23 
charges Lord North with Partiality - - 24'
compares Lord North with the Mimfter of Xerxes 25 
pronounces the Views of Lord North to be dif-

honeft and corrupt - - - 27
charges Lord N orth with an Aft of public Perfidy 31 
accufes Lord North of contemning the People

r v V 31' pf England ?
V



Cl/"

”71 3*

- 39

y

I N D E X.
fix, Mr. thought it would have been better Lord North 

had never been born
pronounces Lord North deferving an Axe — 
difdains the Idea of joining Lord North — 
pronounces Lord North impertinent and infulting 
afcribes the raifing an illegal Army in Ireland 

to the ill Conduct of Lord North 
Lord North would rather have him for an Op 

ponent-than Commentator 
thinks the Influence of the Crown ought to be 

entirely deftroyed
alarmed at the Conduét of Lord North towards 

• . the Eaft-India Company 
condemns Lord North’s Syftem - - 
cenfures Lord North for the Contrat for Rum 

made with Mr. Atkinfon 
defcribes Lord North's Country Gentlemen 
his Opinion of Lord Thurlow ' - —
charges Lord North with difgufting the Army 

and Navy — — —
arraigns Lord North of Mifoondud, Blunders,

; and Misfortunes r- —
cenfures Lord North for fending Commiffloners 

to America to treat for Peace - • 51,
attacks Lord North for his Abufe of his Loans 
affigns to Lord North Rtiafons for continuing the 

‘ American War 
accufes Lord North of Robbery 
exclaims againft touching the territorial Revenue 

of the Eaft-India Company 
cries out againft Lord North’s Mode of calling 

in the Balances of public Accountants 
reprefents Lord North as being fuckled with the 

Milk of the Treafury - 
charges Lord North with a<5!ing impudently - 
reprehends him for his Audacity 
threatens Lord North with the Scaffold — 
reprefents Lord North as a Shuffler 
compares him to a Murderer ; - - - .
reprefents Lord North as a Cheat 
accufes him of Bafenefs » •
calls him a Puppet —
Motives imputed to him by Lord North 
charges Lord North with açcurfed Obftinacy 
fpeaks againft Coalition - -

would think himfelf the moft infamous of Man
kind, (houid he join Lord North - 68,73,

55

” 56

74
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Lord North declares as much of Mr. Fox 
paints Lord North as a wretched Financier 
Secretary Mr. promifes to correct the Influence 

* of the Crown ... 
thinks the India Company (hould have the ap

pointment of their own Servants 
dreads his feeing Lord North in Office again 
Lord North defends his Coalition with him 82,86,87 
defends his Coalition with Lord North - 83,85 

eedom, Mr. Fox charges Lord North with being an
Knemy to it — ——- —— 5

H.
Habeas Ctrpus Aft, Lord North cenfured for fufpend[ng it

I.
Infolent, Mr. Burke pronounces Lord North - 
Infolence and Temerity, Mr. Fox charges Lord North with 

both - - -
Indecency and Impropriety, Mr. Burke accufes Lord North 

of both -
Indignity and Vilenefs, Lord North charged with both 
Ignorance of Lord North, the Caufe of General Burgoyne’s 

Capture - - -
Inquiry into it threatened by Mr. Fox - 
Impotence, Lpfrd North accufed of it -
Impeachment, Mr. Burke talks of it to Lord North — 
lnjulting and impertinent, Lord North accufed of being fo 
Injiuence of the Crown, Mr. Fox thinks, Ought to be deftroyed 
India Company, Mr. Fox alarmed at Lord North’s condudt

towards it
Mr. Burke denies we haVe a right to their

territorial Revenues 41, 44, 48, 49
Mr. Fox exclaims loudly againft touching 

their Revenue
\^lr. Fox thinks they fhould have the Ap

pointment of their own Servants 
Ireland, Lord North’s Conduét to it reprobated 
Impudently, Lord North faid to have aéted - x - 
Impeachment, Lord North threatened with it - - 
Influence of the Crown, Mr. Secretary Fox promifes to co: 

reft it ,
K.

Kneller, Sir Godfrey, Lord North puts Mr. Burke in mind 
of a Story about him * r- - - «
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1
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
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Land-Tax, Mr. Burke accufes Lord North of having ren
dered a Four-Shilling one perpetual — . 8

Liam, Lord North attacked for the Abufe of them - 52
I . \ . <1

M.
Murdertr% Lord North compared to one - - 64

, n.!,
North, Lord, charged with a Want of Candour and Con- n 

fcience — —- -
threatened with Vengeance - —
his genera l'CoAduét arraigned ——-
accufed of Treachery and FalfeKood — 
is charged with Negligence and Incapacity 
accufed of Rafhnels
charges Mr. Fox with indifcriminate Cenfure 
arraigned on leading the Houfe blindfold 

• thinks it proper to arm the Roman Catholics 
is of Opinion that the Difpute with Ame

rica will end fpeedily, happily, and 
without Bloodfhed - 5

a great deal of Laughter raifed at his Expence 5 
dBcribed as a blundering Pilot - - • 5
charged with the Lofs of a whole Continent 5 
pronounced a Tory, and atfEnemy to Freedom 5 
faid to have fpent more in difgracing the 

'Nation, than Lord Chatham in fpreading 
a Luftre around it - - - 5

holds the Contempt and Pity of Mr. Fox 
in equal Indifference - 6

his Conduét .refpeéting the American War 
arraigned - > - 6

his political Apoftles compared to our Sa
viour’s - - - 6

charged with Bieach of Promife - 7, 32
never twice in the fame Temper, or of the 

fame Opinion - - - . 7
fufpeded of being bribed - - y
his Conduit pronounced infolent and con

temptuous - - "7
charged with having rendered a Four 

Shilling Land-Tax perpetual - 8
threatened to be made refponlible for all his 8 

Meafures
accufed of the Defign of fpreading arbitrary- 9 

Power throughout the Empire -

j v
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North, Lord, chargee! with Infolence and Temerity - io 
—— - with being credulous - . - io
the Houfe alarmed at his Views - - 10
accufed of Indecency and Impropriety - jo
menaced with a Day of Reckoning - - n
compared to Sir Robert y/alpole for Corrup

tion ; and charged wijh having loft Half 
the Empire by it Xx^ - - 11

brings a heavy Charge againft Mr. Fox - 12
charged with Indignity and Vilenefs - 12
accufed of Pufillanimity - - -12
cenfured for fufpending the Habeas Corpus A£t 12 
compared to Sancho Panza’s Phyiician - 13
likened to Doctor Sangrado - 13
the Capture of General Bprgoyne impu.ed

to his ignorance • - - 14
threatened with an inquiry into it - 15
charged with a remarkable inftanceof Silline fs 15 
a very fmgular way of recovering America 

aferibed to him - - -15
accufed of Impotence, Obftinacy, Incapa- 
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