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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME IL.

Tms second volume being of disproportionate thickness
to the first, it will be necessary not to increase its size by very
extended prefatory remarks Nevertheless, a few observatroas
seem to be required. - : o

. 1. The #Books” into which this work is divided, em-
~ brace not arbitrary, but real periods, founded in nature, or
~governed by the course of events. They are, consequently,
dxsproportxonate in length to each other and in the number
of faots and mcrdents they comprehend. “ Boox Snm'm ”
embraces a longer period than any which has gone before,
or that will-follow after. The result is, that the narration of
the events within its lapse hasresu}té& i_xr making a volume
within jtself. Should the author live to put these ‘and/ﬁtnre |
volumes, which he hopes to write, into one or two large octavo
- volumes, the “Books ™ will be reduced to their proper rela-
~ tonto the greater whole.

|

2. He anticipates an objectron to the hteral and verbal
quotatron of extended passages from the written or prmted
- productions of others. It may, perhaps, be said that these.
 quotations have made the work-less original, and_nmform,ﬁ




INTRODTCTION.

« »and flowing in styte than it otherwise would have been. In

answer to this he has to say, that Le would have been not

Amuc‘lwz less a mere compiler, had he substituted his own words -

for thexrs%d he might not have greatly improved the style

in doing so. DBut his real motive bas bncn twofold. First, -

.

he has bcen desx'ons to give actual specimens of the modcs of
thought an;d expressxon of the men he would portray and me-
morialize, is well as describe their lives 'xid characters. Seo

‘condly, he ims wished, in a readatie form, to write and put on

record a mumbgs of intcresting aad valuable reports and de-
tails of the work of God in Canadd, seattered among other

o

documents, and contained in periodicais out of print, which ®-

are fast wearing out and being lost.

8. The spelling of certain words is not in 2!l cases uniform

“and some of it may scem- fanéiful and crroncous. This is

not the place for assigning his reasons;-but the anthor on
principle, omits the u-out of the d'pthonrv ou, in words end
ing in our, where the o sourd alone is p“e=erved. ‘But some

times his. editor or proof-readers, with their orthodox -ideas;

have supplie& the u ; or it has been left in words of the above -
mentioned character which have oceurred i in quotatmns. This

& one of the instances of the want of ‘uniformity, with its

cause. Another has beca this: the writer has a maxim,
whether right or wrong, that j m all menosylabic words which

have acquired a conventmnal meaning, or use, _such as but,

or net. the ﬁnal eonsonant should be.doubled, in wlnch case,
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~ they become but and nett ; but for the reason above assigned,
the rcduplication lias ro‘ in all cas scs been attended to.
 Aguin, in the words emy (0//, q/w./zie and the lill;e, he holds
that the finul ¢ should be doubled only in cases where they
arc applied to females; or in etlicr words, e is masculie, ee
- is feminine. - His wish on this s"bject has not been compre-!‘i :
lxendffd alwa) s,—hence a want of uniformity in this particular
o also. He probably is bimself to blame, in not having been *
more explicit in the expression of his wishes. He merely
. mentions thésé facts to show, tlmt lxc docs mot write at hap- .

hazard and to account for the varmlon.

4. The Author Would here moct expressly return his grate
ful thanks to those kind fnends who have furnished him with
materials, whose nawmes are too DUMErous to-be hera particu-
larized ; and as he intends to prepare, at least, another volume,
should God in mercy spare Lis life, Le carnestly réqnests .that_-

 the papers referred to may be left in his poéséssion a little
longer. They arc 2ll carefully marked and preserved' It
other persons have journals, letters, or documents of any
Lmd “that would illustrate the carcer of «CASE AND HIS
CoTEMPOR A.mr.s,” they arc camestly rcqucsted to rexmt thew
to his address. .

St. Catherines, Mareh 1, 1869
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v ANALYTICAL INDEX.

BOOK SEVENTH,
THE FIRST STAGE OF CASE'S LAST S0JOURN IN CANADA, WHICH
v EXTENDED TO THE - FORMATION OF THE CA.NADA )
1 .~ ANNUAL CONFERENCE. :

S

l’araarapk

1. Close of the sixth book-=Beginning- of thlS-Bl‘OWD,Q

- Adams, Youmans, Culp, and Rhodes. Madden,
Whitehead, Ryan, and Case. Delegates ceeccacen

2 Deatk of Coke........... eeeneee aae caecccnceenaias

8. Epitomy of his life... ... creesiioeracanesctoseannns
4. Stations for 1815-16......... ceeveenanann PO

5. Burch's removal.... ....... “eteecceccencans evevaes
6. Marriage, &c..... feve stemeeeeians .....\..........

* 7. Residence—Last sermon. L

- 8. His sudden death at 72......
9. Character as a man and minister ....... eesvesnessnae

" 10. What learned ......eooiiiliiiiiiiiiiiaaanaaa..
11, Strength of the mlmstem.l staﬁ‘-—Vamncxcs—-Allow-
T R

)!2 Ca.sessttnct.....»....,. ............... Ve ceeeees T
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14. Modeoftravellmf'—‘Pung’&c...--................ 7
/flo Diminished numbers.....cccciiiiiiiiiiiieiaienee, 8
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- 16 Orderoftreatment N AP -
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REV WILLIA_M CASE

HIS COTEMPORARIES__.

¢ -
BOOX ' SEVENTH-

FHE FIRST STAGE OF CASE'S LAST SOJOURN IN CANADA,
' WHICH EXTENDED TO THE FORMATION OF THE )
' CANADA ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

—

-

- 1. Tae first volume of this work, which ends with Boor
'Slx'rH, closed with the war, and left Mr. Case making pre-
‘parations to return- to Canada, wblch from that time, was
t) be his life-long field of labor. * This book THE SEVENTH,
begins with the Conference year of 1815-16. The Genesee Con-
ference, at the beginning of that year, sat once more at Lyons,

N.Y., namely, on the 29th of June, 1815, and following -

days. At that session the names of two of the Canadla.ns,
employed under Elder Ryan durmo the war appeared among
those “reccived on trial ;” these werc William Brown and
Ezra Adams, who have been already introduced to the
- reader. David Youmans and David Culp,. two others of
the same clasb' appear as “admitted to deacons’ orders.”
John Rhodes although entitled to them before, now, on th
first opportumty, receives elder’s orders. We get a few
_ ghmpses of the position and duties of sowe of our Canadian
 friends from the old M. S. Journal of this Conference, which ,
- we have had the advantage of perusing. Mr. Madden was.
onc of the1 “Stewards.” Mr. Whitehead was one of the




2 ‘ ' CASE, AND

Committee to examine the Presiding Elders’ accounts. W&
find that our principal hero, the Rev. Wm. Case, received
for bis services in that office, the year preceding, the astound-
ing sum of $79 96 in all, and $19 90 of this were * expenses”
incurred. . Mr. Ryan had fared so well during the war; that
he made nd claim on ¢ the fifth collection.” The entry in the
journal, says,—* Brother Ryan has received his quarterage and
expenses, of which no report is rendered to Conference, as he
has no demand.” These two brethren were among the dele-
ates from this to the General Conference, to be held the
ensuing May. Mr. Case was one of the three to draft ““an
address to the Canada ' brethren,” which was “read and
adopted.” He was also employed to draft a reply to Rev.
Benoni Harris, a retired preacher.  He was now preparing
to return to Canada. - L ' _ a

2. The General Minutes of this year are distinguished for
recording the death of the Rev. Thos. Coke, LL.D., who,
although he had never been in Canada, belonged pre-emi-
nently to the American Connexion, with which Canada
Methodism was now closely identified, 'as he had been one of
its first General Superintendents, and had held jurisdiction
thercin to the last, whenever he was in America. He there-

fore deserves a brief passmo' notice in connection with our
history. . R :

3. He was of genteel connections, and inherited consider-
able wealth from his father, who was a physician in the town
_of Brecon, South Wales, where the Doctor was born. He
was a University graduate of considerable scholarship. Al-
though ordained to the Christian Ministry in the Church of
England, in which he held two curacies, yet, for some time
after his ordination, he was a stranger to true religion, with
a strong bias to seepticism. But, through the mercy of God,
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he was at length convinced of the need o: regeneration by
reading Dr. Witherspoon’s Treatise on that subject. The
earnestness and fidelity of his public and private ministra-
tions, which ensued upon his conversion, led to his dismissal

~ from his curacy. About this time, 1776, he had hia first
interview with the Rev.' John Wesley, whose friend and
helper thenceforward he became, and zealously carried out
. the enterprises of his venerated friend after his death. In
Missionary zeal he even seemed to transcend him and all
others—spending his own and his wife’s fortunes in the work
of evangelization, and crossing the Atlantic emhteen times.
He suddenly ceased to work and live on the 3rd of May,
1814, while going to plant 2 Mission in the Island of Ceylons
and was buried in the Indian Ocean.

4. The appointments to Ca.nada made at the Conference
of 1815, were as follow :—

THE UPPEB CANADA DISTRICT:

WiLLiax CASE, Presiding Elders
-Bay of ante—-Da\nd Culp, Ezra Adamsa
Smith’s Creek— : 4
Yonge Street—John Rhodes,
Ancaster—Thos. Whitehead, David Youmam
Niagara—Wm. Brown.
Detroit—Joseph Hickcox.

LOWER CANADA Dls’m(é!r.

HENRY Ryan, Presiding Elder.

Augusta—Thos Madden, Andrew Prindle.

St. Lawrence—Israel Chamberlayne, John Amold.
Ottawa——\fathamel Reeder.

Montreal— :
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BOUNDARY CIRCUITS.

.» (New . England _Conference.)
Stanstead—John Lewis.
St. Francis River—Shipley W. Wilson.

5. The only Minister ‘we miss from the above list who

began the war period in. Canada, who has not been already

accounted for, is the Rev. Thomas Burch, whose excellent .

character and faithful labors entitle him to all the memorial
we can furnish ; and we are glad thathis Conference obituary,
although short, is explicit, concerning the remaining part of
his life and his death.

6. « At the close of the war he returned to the United

States, and was soon after married to Miss Mary Smith, a

" pious young lady, of an excellent character and respectable

pirentage.. From this time he continued in the itinerant
ranks,-filling sbme of the most important appointments, until

disease disabled him from labouring efficiently, when in.
1835 he took a supernumerary relation in the New York

Conference.

“In this relation he continted about six years, when
he returned to Lis efficient service, but was able to continue

in it only four years, when he was again returned supernu- -

merary. After the death of his beloved wife, who dcparted
in peace in 1844, he resided on his place at Yonkers, West

Chester County, N.Y.,and continued there until about nine .
months previous to his death, when he ‘removed to his son’s, .

in the city of Brooklyn. During this time he oceasionally
preached, as Lis strenzth would allow, for he always delighted
to appear in the pulpit, proclaiming salvation through the
blood of the Lord Jesus. His last sermon was delivered about

ten days previous to his death. Iis text was,~—< For I reckon

that the suffirings of this present time ave not worthy to be
. .

| &Y

lis

- go

tes
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‘co;npared’ with the glorj which shall be vréve:ile‘d’in us.’ A

ﬁtéﬁbject@_r one 'in;his.sitn_x_a,tio_g! “It'is said -lie‘pre:idhéd-

. With great freedom and energy.  Near the close of his sermon,

‘the manner and fluenicy .of ‘his speech producing a visible =
effect upon the audience, while | speaking of the ‘glory . -

- Whichi shall be revealed in us,’ e remarked that he. felt ‘his
strength failing, but his heart was full of the love of God. ¢

8. “His death was sudden—his disease being ‘an affection

of the heart. On that day he complained of ‘a pain in the =

- breast, and through the pe

left bim al.op'e for ‘a short -time, when 5 :ifter"anfébsénce* of

: about fifteen minutes, he found the "spiritv_had iaken-_ its de- -

rsuasion of his son he' lay downin .
~the bed, with a view to court sleep.  In this state his son.

. parture from the body. Thus died the Rev. Thos. Burch,

~ aged seventy-one year‘sr;,Wanting"eight days, Baving devoted - in

. forty-four years to the work of the. ministry.

9.« M‘u'.c_h‘ might bé'sﬁid in pnaisé of éur V'dé'p'a’r'téd brother.

1t was manifest to all that “heard him preach, that he spoke - *

-

with great earnestness of. manzer. "His shrill, sweet voice,.
“the intonations of ‘which fell on the ear with charming de-

light, the words o ming from a heart overflowing with love to
- God and map, m de an impression highly favorable to the
preacher’s. piety, ant

witness to the integrity of his heart, the righteousness of his
life, and his preparedness fo ¢ enter into the joy of his Lord.’™

“COane of his familiar ministerial "assoeiates says,— He was

-ome of the most awinble aud sweehRmpored men whom I 0

roduced a convietion that you' were

' listening to & eommis ivted messenger of God. But he has -

. gone to hisreward;. for, though be left. no immediate dying ~
testimony, a life of about forty-rinc years of picty, forty-four
of which were spent in the ministry of reconciliation, bears

RN

cver kuew, - All Lis actiops gs well s words breathed the-

o%
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spirit of good will. He was gentle, unassu‘ﬁmig,'i and affec-.
tionate in his intercourse, and uncommonly conscientious
and devout. His mind was clear and safe in its operations,

and, considering s advantages of education,. remnrkably
 well disciplined. - As a preacher, he always held a very high
. rank. The most remarkable attribute of his preaching, and
* indeed of his character generally, was a charming simplicity.
“He evidently spoke out of the depths of a well-stored mind,
‘as well as of a full, strong Christian heart; and there was so
much of nature in his mauner, and an entire absence of all
apparent cffort, that it sceemed as if he had only to open his‘ ’
lips, and the rights, clothed in the right Ia;ngufme, would
come of' course.’ » [Dr Luckey in Stevens.]

10. In the pious life, efficient mlmstry, and peaceful death

* of Thomas Burch, we’ have another cxample of the supenor
character of the men who pianted and fostered Methodlsm in
~ Canada, in the carly days. :

11. The list of appomtments owen ahove embraces four-
_ teen names, mcludmg the two Presnimrr Elders; besides
, there were three vacancies, two of which, Smith's Creck and
Moritreal, were supphed by the officials indicated. Sixteen
‘laborers in all, exciusive of the British Missionary in Mon-v
treal, for the whole country, from the eastern towsships to
_lhe River St. Clair. We donot include the St. Lawrence
Circuit and its two labourers (which were on the American
side,) in the present cstimate. They had a great work be-
- fore them in a country in which some of them were strangers;
and that work they had to perform under circumstances of

* _preat destitution. There -was probably not a single ‘minis- ‘

ter’s residence then belonging to any ‘one of the Cirerits in
‘the ‘whole™ territory.  Their disciplinary allowances were
‘very small, if ever there was a ‘prospect ¢f not getting their -
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eighty dollars for"s single man, and one Fundred and sty
for a married preacher, And for-that very small sum they
had to confide in the poor strangers to whom they were sent-
The unitiated will say,— Their Circuit deficiencies were
made up by a missionary fand.” Nay, verily, no such fund
was then in existence. ~They went to their fields of labor in
obedience to what they thought the call of God, and in
simple dependence on Providence alone. Had they haggled,
about “appropriations;’> Canada would not have been cvan.
gelized for many long years. - =~ '

12. Mr. Case, it.will be remeniber'e;l,, was appointed Pre-.
siding Elder ovér the “Upper Canada District;” which,
although it did mot include the whole of -the Upper Pro- -
vince, extended from the town of Kingston on’ the ‘east, to
Detroit on the west;.its width was from the. great water
boundary on the south, to the extremest northern settle-
ments. B S . '

13. He was now no longer the beardless boy he was when
he first entered the country, but a matured man ofthirty.
five years of age, with ten years’ ‘ministerial cxperience,
at a day'rwhicli tried men’s souls, five of which'yeai's he
bad spent in the Presiding Eldership. Iis return to the
tountry was hailed by his former frieads with joy; and’it
was equally, a-source of delight to himsclf to rencw -his ac-
‘quaintances with bfs Canada brethren, He was noted for
the strength and enduring. character of his attachments; but
_ tono people was he cver so much attached as to those of
* Canada. ' B . T
14. His position was no sinecure. . His journeys, we
have reason to believe, were performed on horseback, except-
- ing when the snow was on the ground, when,.it is iikely, as
~most of the preachers did, he availed himself of the easier

~
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method of rldmg in a sleigh—the moaern type of e.eganb
cutters was not yet atte_unable. A ‘pung’ was the usual-
winter vehicle at that early day for one horse, which was a

lighter kind of sleigh, with a pole instead of the now usual

shafts, a little one side from the centre of the-roller, to allow -
the horse to travel in one of the side tracks, furnjshed with

“a cross-bar at the end, called, I think, ¢the neck-yoke,’ to

which the horse’s collar was harhe‘ssed.‘- In sdch style very
respectable people rode in those days; and with one of these

_it is not, impossible our hero may have traversed his exten-

sive district. A very small one would have done for him;
for he declined, on the grounds of prudence, we have learned,

all female passengers.

15. Mr. Case and his fellow laborers entered on the period
of which we write with diminished numbers in the societies
—fuall half the membership having been dispersed by the
anti-religious ¢pirit of war. But the work was now again
tolerably well supplied with effective laborers, who very soon,

-with the»blessihg’ of God on their efforts, retrieved the disas«

ters of that period. There is in Methodism  a singular

- soliditarity in its object and mode of operation, what changes

socver there may be made by the revolutions of the con: :
nexional wheel, or whatever defections there may be from
tlie ranks in the personal of the agents. It seems as thouo'h
oue. mmd actuates its enterprises year after year.

16. The method we shall adopt in treating of this first
Conference year (1815-16) of the period of which we now
write, will be to pass through the work from west to east, and
speak of the several Cll‘Clllt and the laborers upon them.

17. The city of the Straits, (Dctroit)- on the American
side of the river St. Clair, gives name to the Circuit which-

“covers all the cround from that river eastward to the ¢ Long
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Woods,” or somewhat east of the Great Bend on the river
Thames.

18. This extremest field of labor was supplied with a preacher
~whose name is new to Canada, namely, the Rev. Joseph
Hickcox. From the name being printed in “italics in the
Minutes, we know that he was in Elder’s orders. Where
did he come out from? and what was his character as a
Mipister? The Minutes, perhaps, will answer the first twc
questions ; and we must get an answer to the third as best
we may.. As the Minutes contain no obituary notice of Mr.
‘H., wecan say nothmg at present of his early life and con-
version to God.  They inform us, however, that he was re-
ceived on trial in 1812. As it was during the war, we
know he was a citizen of the United States. "He was ap-
pomted that year to the Shamokin Circuit, somewhere, we
surmise, in the state of Pennsylvania. In the years 1813
- and 1814 he was on the Canaan Circuit, still in the Susque-
hanna District. Of Hickeox at this time, Dr. Peck says,—

“He was a worthy man and a successful laborer.” His
ordination as an elder seems to have- been expedxted one
year, doubtless because of the foreign Missionary ‘work to
which he was appomted There was no return of members
for the Circuit when le entered on his labors there, but he
returned one hundred and forty at the clost of the first year.
* As to his personal, Mr. Corson says he was a very bandsome -
man, nose athne, and very argumentative in his manner
of preaching, winning, and useful. ~His good looks procured
him a wife in the Thames country, a lady some way related
to the Rev. Ninian Holmes or his family, but whether this
event tock place this, or- the following year, we have at " pre-
sent not the means of knowing. Mr. Hickeox will mingle
with the 2urrent of our hxstory ao'am, when there may bé

‘more learned of him, -
al
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“19. Ancaster was the next Cireuit in order, going east-
ward from Detroit, for it iacluded all the ground compre-
hended in the former Long Point Circuit. It, thercfore,
extended from the New Purchase, west of York, to the Talbot
Settlement, west of where St. Thomas now flourishes—a field
of labour thus large enough to satisfy the most ardent lover
of the Circuit system. This stretch of country was served by
two men, peither of them young: the intelligent and gentle-
manly Whitehead, and the simple-minded and fervent
Youmans. Two striking opposites: but they will be likely,
between them, to _enlist the attention of all classes of their
hearers. We have, however, gleaned no particulars of their

" labors this year; and the returns at the next Conference show
a decrease. of members. This arose, perhaps, from two
~ causes—first, from the returns being taken more accurately
than they could be taken during the war, and, secondly, from
the members in the Thames countiy, which were no where
else returned, having been the previous year, perhaps, in-
' cluded in the numbers on this Circuit. :

0. Niagara, according to the Mmutes, had but one

' preacher, the Rev. William Brown. We haveslightly traced

him in his work as being then considered a good preacher, and
as contributing to the religious instruction of ‘the families
where he visited, by not only reading but expoundmg, verse

by verse, the Scriptures at their devotions. Further informa-

tion, at present, we have not, but his labours must have been
reffective, for a net increase of fif¢y-two members was returned
at the end of the year. The Circuit in those days swept
~ around and through the whole peninsula, as far west as Salt-
flect—there being an old and notable Society at the « Fifty.”

21. The Yonge Street Circuit was supplied by the meek
and godly John Rhodes, where he found a wife, a Miss
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Chabine, and left a name which was “as oiniment poured
forth.” We have no particulars of the year, but find there
was a decrease of seventy-one, but how to account for it we
‘know not with any certainty. The returns may have been
guessed at the previous year. Ministers then, as well as now,
differed very much iﬁithen- acouracy in the manner of making

up returns. v

by the Presiding Elder. Such things were then more com=
mon than now. Usually there was some available person,
local or Jocated, in view at the time the appointments were
" made, and a blank was left opposite the name of the vacant
~ Circuit. 'I'hey had not yet learned to say—* one to be sent.”
~ The author applied to the only two survivors of Case’s co-
temporaries of that year, Messrs. Culp and Adams, but
neither could remember by whom the circuit was supphed
when a search into the manuscript journal of the Genesee
Conference showed that the Rev. J. B. Smith, a located
preacher, was recommended from that Circuit at the close of
this conference year to be again received by the Conference of
1816. This makes it morally certain that he was the supply
inquired for. How the recommendatlon was dealt with, will
be seen on a future page.

23. In travelling eastward we come next to Bay-Quinte
Circuit. It will be remembered that it was supplied by two
native Canadxans, David Culp and Ezra Adams, both o
whom survive at this. writing, (July, 1867.) ° Mr. Adams,
on being interrogated, speaks in the following modest way
relative to their labors and success:— There was peace and
quietness every where, and a few conversions on the Circuit.”’
But we think that the brother’s memory might recall more
than a ¢ few” if stimulated a little. The Rev. Conrad Van-

2

22. The Smith’s Creek Circuit was left to be provided fo. :

B /.)-

]




12. CASE, AND

dusen, who was a native of that part of the country, has
informed us that there was a very comuderable vevival in the
centre of Adolphustown during the winter of 1815-16; and
that some of the provincial corps, called the « Glengarries,”
who were quartered among the farmers, were converted;
among' others, George Farr, a young Irishman of fine per-
sonal appearance and very respectable educatlon, ‘who after-
wards hecame a preacher, and will come under notice further
on in our annals. Sure I am, from the numerical returns on
the Minutes at the end of the year, that Mr. Adams is too
modest—the nett increase on the Circuit being 123. The
preachers could not have been idle, or inefficient. We have
since had this confirmed by a letter from Mr. Culp, who pro-
nounces it “a very laborious and successful  year.”’—K.
McSmith, of whom more anon, was converted on the same
night as Farr, old Mrs. Carnahan being the instrument of
“ getting them forward;” so says James R. Armstrong, Esq.

24, Augusta, the next Circuit in the order we have
adopted, in those days was an extensive one indeed. It
- embraced all the settled parts of the country from Ganan-
“oque to Cornwall, and between the St. Lawrence and the

Rideau Rivers. It was supplied by two men, strong in all
respects, viz: Rev. Messrs. Madden and Prindle, who were '

yet in their prime, men of good talents; mature years, and of
port and presence physically ; two of the best minds and the
most thinking men of -that day. But, alas, we have gleaned
nothing of their labours or successes during the year. They
return a small increase on the previous year of twenty-nine.
95, The St. Lawrence Circuit, on the south side of the
river whose name it bears, and nearly opposite and parallel to
Augusta in all respects, was again, though in the. State of New
York, connected with the Canada work. It was supplied by
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two brethren, both of whose names are new to our pages, viz: -

Isra.el Chamberlayne and John Arnold

26. The former is the greater object of interest to Canao
dians, as he afterwards labored within the bounds of the Prov-
ince proper, and was the brother of one of the same patro-
- nymic, who became domlclled in the country, where he became
» subject, and, after his retlrement from the active labours of
& Circuit, was put in commission of the peace. We refer
_to Wyatt Chamberlayne.

'27. The Rev. Dr. George Peck informed the writer that
the Chamberlaynes were brought up in the State of New
" York, in Unadilla County, near the Unadilla River, which
gives its name to the county, near to a small stream
which falls into that river, called Butternut Creek, in which
stream, according to thé journal of Rev. Wm. Colbert, the
. Methodist apostle of that region, Wyatt Chamberlayne, . sen.,
the father of the two preachers, was baptized. Israel had
~ been received on trial at the Conference of 1813, two years

~ before. The Conference Register of that year, relative to
him, was as follows: “Israel Chamberlayne, from the New
Town Circuit, extraordinary abilities, 18 years of age, deeply
pious, remarkably good young min.” The first year he
travelled with Joseph Kinkead on the Northumberland Cir-
cuit, and the year before the one of which we write, on the
Brome Circuit, with G. W. Densmore, lately returned from
Canada. He evinced mind and studious habits from the first;
but we learned from an old Methodist from that country,
(Mr, Amazia Chureb,) whose house was his principal stop-
_ ping place, that the first year of his ministry was marked by
timidity and doubts of his call to preach. Above these in,
firmities of mind he soon arose, and, after some years, he be-
came one of the princes in our Israel. The fact of hig being

R
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still alive, although in retirement, prevents us from drawihg‘
on a Conference obituary. But, as he will cross our path
again, we hope, by that time, to have fuller means for illus-

.. trating his character.

28. Of Chamberlayne’s colleague, John Arnold, we have
~ veryslender means for saying ‘much. He was the brother of
~ theenergetic Smith Arnold, whom Dr. Wakely. places among
his ‘“Heroes of Methodism.” - He was a widower, we believe,
when he entered the ministry. His talents were plain, but
. his character was most reliable. He has maintained a con-
nection with the ministry down to our own times, he being
now a superannuated member of the Oneida Annual Confer-
ence. We are not without hopes of having the means of
satisfying all reasonable. curiosity concerning him. He
 was assisted the last half of the year by the laborious
Reeder, who came in the place, as we shall see, of Mr.

Chamberlayne, removed to Montreal and Ottawa, and of -

whom more presently. However these brethren may have
labored, or whatever was the cause, they reported a decrease
of zwelve at the end of the Conference year. :
29. In our downward progress, we must next consider
Ottawa and its preacher. The beautiful scenery of this Cir-
‘cuit of rivers, intersected longitudinally by the ¢ Grande
Riveir,” and transversely with the Rivier Le Grace, the
‘Upper and Lower Rouges, and the North River; and the
friendliness and hospitality of its original Anglo—Amencan
.settlers, made this a fondly-cherished region in the memories
of all the itinerants who had travelled it. It has this yeas
(1815-16,) a preacher new to Canada—no other than the
heavenly-minded Nathaniel Reeder.
.80. He was a native of the United States, H_ei had'been
received on trial two years before, that is in 1813, and

HRPRHROR amM a2
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appointed to the Shumokin Circuit, in the Susquehanna Dis-
trict. The record on the journal of the Conference con-
aerning him is this,—“Twenty-five years of age, from the
Canaan Circuit, a humble, zealous, useful man, and of ‘im-
proveable abilities.” In 1814, he was on the Chenango.
Circuit, in the District of the same name. We obtain a
glimpse of Lim on this second Circuit from the pages of Dr.
G. Peck’s “Early Methodism,” in two trenchant sentences.
They are as follow,—* The next year, 1814, Ralph Lanmnc :
and Nathaniel Reeder were our preachers. Lanning was a +
sensible man, a sound theologian, and a systematic preac‘ber,
Reeder was earnest and eccentric.” During these two years
he enjoyed the unspeakable bencfit, that is to a young Minist
ter, of a senior colleague to manage the affairs of his Circuit
for him : at the last Conference he was received into full con-
nection and ordained Deacon, and is now sent in charge of a
Circuit himself, in a foreign land. * Seventeen years after, the

- writer traversed the same ground, and ferried across the same ®
etreams, and learned from the dear, kind-hearted people, in

- whose memories Reeder’s name was embalmed, that they
“received him as _an angel of God.” Indeed, his appearance
was said to be almost angelic. The devotion and joy of his
sanctified spirit gave hi sort of unearthly appearance.
His looks were so remarﬁgﬁ that strangers, when they met
him on the way, (as the writer was informed by that blessed
man of God, Mr. Abbot Johnson,) would turn and look after
him, and, perhaps, follow him with their eyes as far ash ‘.
could be seen. The cast of his countenance, however, was
~not intellectual, but the reverse. He preached holipess,
-prayed for hohness, and lived bholiness. -Hevw&s one of the
sweet singers of Israel, and fascinated the people with his
spiritual songs. 'As Mr. Playter has justly s’a.ld he was
the mstrument of the gigantic William ‘Jobason’s conversxon,
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who, a8 a leader and local preacner, became a bost in hirgelf.
He was also the means of bringing a Mr. Robertson, of

Papineau’s Seignory, to God, whose house became “alodging .

place for wayfaring,” whose wife exceeded himself in sense

and stability, and whose descendants are still the friends of .

their father’s Church. Reeder was very useful during the
six months that he remained in the Circuit, and 153 mem-

,bers were returned at the closé of the year in the place of none
" he pretious year. - |

3l. Montreal, for this year (1815-1 6) was without a preacher

| ‘appomt,ed by the Conference, or rather at.the Conference ;

for a minister was sent by the Bishop from the United Stateg
after some delay. How the matter was managed, and how it
passed with St. Lawrence and Ottawa Circuits as well, will
appear from the following letter to the author, written by one
of the parties concerned, the now venera.ble and_Rev. Dr.
Israel Chambelayne :—

“TWO YEARS IN CANADA IN THE YEAR 1815 ”?

32. “The writer, then in his twentieth year, and the third

of his itinerancy was placed in charge of the St. Lawrence’
Circuit. At his first quarterly meeting, Bro. Henry Rypsa

gave him a letter of mtroductlon and authority to proceed to

Montreal and take charge of our society in that place; the
pastorate being vacant at that time. His further instructions

were that, as soon as Montreal should be otherwise provided

for, he should proceed to, and take charge of the Ottawa Cir-
cuit in place of the then incumbent, the Rev Nathanie]
Reeder.

133, «His provisional pastorate in the city proved transient,

After about onc month his successor appeared in the person’ .
of the Rev. Daniel Bromley, of Vermont, then a local elder,'

though previously an itinerant.

o
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“Ottawa was a two wees Circuit. & journcy up the river
[from Montreal we suppose] ©of that mame of forty miles
brought the writer within its nearer limits, where the two
young preachers met and parted.” (He means Leand Reeder.)
“ This was then distinguisked as the ¢ Lower Seignory!” At
the opposite extremity of the charge was the ¢ Upper Seign-
ory,’ with a space of unorganized territory tetween.” [IHe
probably means Argenteuil on the cast, and Papineau’s Seign-
ory on the west; but there was preaching and societies inter
mediate at that time, namely in Chatham, West Hawksbury,
and Longuexl ] ' : j

“1In this stranrre country, and amm:g otherwise utter
s*ranverﬂ the boy-preacher was thankful to find himself, for
'_the Sécond time, under the presiding eldership of the brotherly,
fatherly, and truly apostolic CAsE. Gracious revivals followed
his quarterly visitations at éach of the Seigoories. That at
the Lower Seignory became extended, and the fruits of it re-
main to this day. ' : : .

35 “Where the city of Ottawa now Is, or near it,” (oppo-
site,) *there was in the spring of 1816 a small village known
as Hull. With no land road from below, it could only be
reached by water, a distance of forty milss. Represented as .-

- all but destitate of Christian ministration, the author of these
reminiscences decided to reconnoitre and 12port. It was now
June and the Ottawa now narrowed anl wore rapid, then
expanded into dark eddying bays, was glouray and dreadful.
And this the rather, as it was overhung and shaded by.the
primeval wood. The voyageur in the stesn, with bis saddle-
bags in the bow of the borrowed ¢ dug-out,” bad paddled but

 fifteen miles of the forty, when, not in vigorous health—the
sight of a cabin on the first Leadland wss bailed as a thank-
ful relief from what had become all bus a foriorn Lope.
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‘He had scarce]y hauled his canoe ashore and entered

mto a short questlomno' with the inmates of the hut, when
' To!. a fleet of the Hudson Bay Corcpany’s boats! = To speak
" of a change of modus procedandi were superﬂuous. The
v boats—qx in’ number—were buchen and each of six toms -
capaclty But. the romantic incident was a’ night in the
- woods. The boats are ‘unloaded an(l Lauled ashore; the
+ .amp-fires have extemponzed the pea-eoup, plpes ‘have been
- smoked all around, when Just as the pzrle vous; With! thexr
B _smvle prctebe were smkmo'\to repose, canopxed only by the -
' ._trees, it began to rain.” Dresto, a boat- brought from the-
- .river is transversely stowed, Y nkee and'all ; all are dry, 2nd
~sleep well till day-light sees them- leading for the ¢ Carrymg
Plaee,"an alias for the author’s destination, whxc‘n was’ gamed
in season to assemble the settlement for an® evening sermon.
" It was listened to by some who never. ‘heard one beforc wx.,h

' avxdxty and tears. ' 3 o

87. % As the return was m’ohout mcldent, it is passed w1th-
out remark. ' : o

“These recollectlonq refer to tbe month of June, as they -

" also relate to the closing weeks of the.writer’s -first year in

Canada, must here be ended. The second year can only be

'attempted at’ another and ~under -less unfavorable circums
: ,'stanoes. T L ‘{,7-_§ .

. R «l CHAMBERI.AY‘IE.

4 Svndonvﬁle, Orleans Co.. N.Y”. O ;

e

38 We get some farther” frlmmaes of Montreal from the
M. S Journal of George I‘erﬂuson, who was. not - dxscharoed
il the 10th of May, 1816, and who was =omet1mes in' this -
B clty durmo' the Conference year of which we write, "and
~ preached for the American brethren. Barnabas Hitcheock,
Y powerful exhorter, then res:ded in Montreal and con-
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ducted the business of a blacksmith, who had cerved in the

_ militia during the war, and had also been taken prisoner by
the Americims, and only obtained his liberty by escaping
frot his guards, and stopping in the woods by day, and trav-
clling in the bye-paths at night, until he got within the Cana-
:dian lines; yet he sided with the American preachers, and
did much by his talent and liberal contributions to sustain
that branch of Methodism in the city, As he became a
travelling preacher in after years, and died-a member of the
Canada Conference, Lie will'come favorably into notice further
on.. Among the adherents of this section of Methedism in
the city were several Americans, as, also, one Scotch gentle-
man, a Mr. Fmdlay, who was a leader in the American
Soclety ' .

'39. We have seen from the list.of appointments that the
two border Circuits were speedily re-occupied after the war
had closed, and stood connected with the New England
Annual Conference. The appointment to Stanstead was
John Lewis; the preacher on.the St. Francis River was
Shipley M. VVllson. The fgtmer had travelled four years
aod was in Elder’s orders, the latter, (Wilson,) had travelled
two years, and had just received Deacon’s orders. The’ ‘writer
heard Mr. Lewis’ name mentioned in Lower Canada as a
laborious, self: denymo man, but heard ‘nothiag further aboat
him; Both Circuits were very extensive, and embraced many’
very new settlements. Their labors were toilsom¢, and they
endured incredible hardships. They seem to have labored

- falthfully, and to have met with success. Stanstead went up
in the number of members from ﬁﬂy to seventy- ﬁw, and St.

) 40 As these wood men never had anotler. Cunud.an
'hppqlntxuent, e had better dispose of }them finally, now.

L
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Mr. Lewis rang the changes, back and forth, on the hardest |
‘Circuits, the names of which, pethaps, it would not be inter-
csting to give, from the Canada line, through Vermont, Con-
nccticut, and New Hampshire, down to the farthest point in
Maine, seldom stopping more than a year in-one place, whence
we infer he was a plain pfeadher, to whom rough work was
usually assigned. . He fell into the Maine Annual Confer
“ence, at its formation in 1875 in which he continued to”
labour effectively three years longer, when he had to super-
_ annuate. He stood in. that relation three years, when, per- .
_haps, despairing of being able to. endure any longer the
fatigue of the itinerancy, and not wishing, -perchance, to
‘burden Conference funds, he “located,” and became lost to -
sight, connekionally His Master, no doubt, kept his eye
upon him, and, ere this, most hkely he has gwen him his
final reward.

41, Shipley W.. Wilson, although then younger than
. his friend, seems to have been a man of more talent ; for we
trace him not to mention all his fields of labor, through -
Martha’s Vinyard, Falmouth, New Bedford, Charleston,
~&c,, &e., up to Lyn and Boston, in which cities he was sta-
tioned more than once. Aad thh the exception, of one year
on the Superannuated list, he held on cffectively till 1843,
- performing 32 long years of itinerant toil, when, we regret
to say, with eight others of the New En"land Conference,
he withdrew from the old Church, to join, no doubt, the
newly-organized « Wesleyan™ Methodist. Church,” to which
the:slavery agitation had given rise. The ground of contro-
versy being now removed, we should be glad to learn of the
return of those disrupted bodies to the parent connexion.
Be that as it may, these two laborers, once of,our couatry,
left no ill record behind them to tarnish the character of the
planters of Methodism in the colomes. ’
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42. We bave seen that the Rev. Rlch‘u‘d ‘Williams, Wes-
legan Missionory from England, went to Montreal during

art of the present Conference year (1814-15.) He remain-
ed%here till the autumn of 1815, when the Chairman of the
Nova Scotia District, Mr. Bennett, in whlch these two Cana-
.dian Circuits, Montreal and Quebec, were then comprehended,
.. paid the provmce a visit; and removed Mr. Williams to o
Quebec, bringing Mr. Strono in his place to Montreal, abou-
~ which time he was marned and where he remained . for a -
time, :

43. Fortunately, we have rather full details from ‘the peu
~of Rev. Mr. Williams himself, in a letter to the Secretary,-
not ‘only in rezard to his own laborsin Qucbeé but, also,
with regard to Montreal, so early in the Conference year as
February 12th, 1816. We give his exact words :—

44. «1 find, by the copy of the stations of the preachers,
which you were so kind as to send me, that the Conference
have appointed me for Quebec, and I have had, of course, to
leave Montreal. During my residence in that city I Lave
had the happiness of seeing the.work of God prosper in my
hands. At a village called St. Michael, about five miles from
town, I was received by the Protestant inhabitants, (who,
with the exception of one family, are.all Scotch,) with open
arms. These people discover such a warm attachment to
‘Methodist preachers, and the doctrines they inculcate, as I

do not recollect to have seen anywhere before. In this place
~ we preach once a fortnight. o

-45. “Soon after my arnval in Montreal I was informed ot -
a large village, eighteen miles distant, called Terrebonne, _

the halt of its inhabitants were said to be Protestants.
- Upon hearing this I expressed a desire to preach to them, but -
could .not at that time. By some means or other it was
revorted that 1 had really engaged to come and preach, and
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had appointe& a time for that purpose. The intelligencé
spread far and wide and soon reached the ears of the Rowish
priest, who availed bhimself of the first opportunity to wari
~ his people against the English minister, threatening, -at the
‘same time, to excommunicate cvery one who would dare to

hear him. Notwithstanding this terrible threat many of them -
‘who understood English declared that- they would certainly

hear the English minister, and at the time reported to have
been appointed, a large assembly of them met togétherin a
' house that had been procured for that purpose. But, alas!’

they were disappointed ; which they shonld not have beenhad -

I been favored with information on the subject. In this pop*
ulous village, although the one-half of its inhabitants are
Protestants, there is neither a protestant church nor minister.-

46. ¢ About thirty miles from Montreal is the village of
_ St. Johns: it is large, and its inhabitants are wicked to a -

proverb. In this place I spent one Sabbath-day, and preached
' ¢wice in a storchouse belonging to the government. - All .the
soldiers with their officers, and several of the inhabitants at-
tended ; but the weather being ramy, was much against us. I
was reque<ted to visit them again, but the situation of Mon._

treal was such as to prevent me f"o.n paying them any further

attention.  Twelve miles from this is the Leautiful village of
Chawmbly, - principally inhabitcd by Protestants; but whose

- real character bears tco siriking a likeness to thosuof St

Jolins. In this village there is neither a minister nor a chureh:
Besides the places T have mentioned, there are several other:.
~ of which I have no personal-knowledge. From this statement.

it is cvident that two preachers- stationed at Montreal wqu‘e’ B
“bave plenty of employment. . At Kingston there is a class cop -

. o , L
sisting of seven members. ‘They are visited by one or othcy
of the American.preachers once a fortnight. The numbe:

of inhabitants is estimated at 5.000. 4.500 of whom are
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Proteﬁt'mts., Our p"ople in_this town- are. very anxlous to
_ obgnn an Entﬂ’xeh nns;mnary, and what a mercy it would be -

’ but the brethren already there 1hought dxﬂ'erently]
© 47. « At Quebec: eyery thing wears a pleasmg aspect, and-

*"we only want the crection of our chapel, to give, through the.

" divine blessing, a more general effect to the preaching of the "

- ‘glonous vospel of tho Son of God. Already do the drops, thO'

_ sare prelude’ of ‘a shower frem above, fall thick -around us;

. and so on. We hope to sec, at least, the accomphshment of

* the promises, ‘I will pour water upon him thatas thu'sty, and_'» '

" . floods upon the dry ground,” &e.

. 48. «Qur Society here is sall, consmtmfr only of 33~ SRy
members ; these subscnbc in their classes, upon an averages -
not: less th.m sxxpence per weck; and at the quarterly visita.
tlon, not lcss thon ten shllhnos each member. Our richest -
',members are tradesmen i in the mxddle class, punclpally young, -

" ‘and have large and increasing ‘fimilies; ; yet it is their delight.. .

* to-support the work of the Lord. TFive of these brethren have
_ subscribed towards the erection of a chapel the sum of £300 =
($1200), and many of the rich have subscribed in proportion. '

/Bvbeggmc' from door to door, this sum has been raised £700

(%2, 800); in this_way, last week, we parﬂy collected; and -

- partly had promlsed us, £162 ($646) and all this in Qaebec. ‘
We have. yet the” Lower Town to apply to, where. we expect a
to augment our £700 to £850°(3, 400). - The building, which
at present is designed to be 40 feet in front, and 50-in length .

- . and which it is resolved shall be seeured to the English.Con~ .

ference, ‘it is estimated will cost £1600 (6;400).. How to- .‘

'geb all this, at present, we are at.a loss to aseertam H ‘but we

pray and bope the Lord will h“élp us.. . ’
49, “ With respect to myself, I feel not the smallest revret ‘
for having- left fny dear ,fa»mrlv eonneetwns. and country. - The .
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ciimate of this country is perfectly suited te my health, and
Tam resolved, through grace, to persevere *n my missionary
labours.

50. “It would be unjust in me not to acquaint you with
the liberality of the Roman Catholfes in this city, with regard
"to our intended chapel: Many of them have come forward
to our grcat astonishment, and subscribed, some £5, others
£2 10s, and scveral smaller sums. This we hope is an omen
t+f future goed. I am, &c., R. Witriams.”

bl. Two letters from the Rev. Mr. Strong, writter from
Montreal, the first about three months later and the last just
before the approaching session of -the British Conference, will
“show how it fared with the British brethren and their work in
Montreal and Quebec during the rest of the ecclesiastical year.
Here follows the first of the letters :—

«T have reason to bless the Lord I have never had to
regret my leaving my dear father 2ad mother, brothers and
sisters—all my religious and valgable friends; yea, and the
country which gave me birth, for the sake of precious souls in
*America. The Lord has abundantly recompensed me by giving

me souls for my hire, and by giving me to see his glorious
-~ cause prosper, in some degree, in my hands. It is true, when

difficulties like waves have threatened me, a secret wish has
" sometimes stole from me, ¢ O that I were in England again,
- I should not have these things to trouble me.” And at other
times when things in the Church have mot been altogether
right, T have thought, ‘these things are not so with you.’
ITowever, I have no particular desire at present of returning,
as Iong as I can be made any way useful abroad, for I have
many dear friends in Canada. - The people Lehave very Lmdsy,
our congregations are large. Brother Williams and myse]f
are quite unitad, and We have good prospeets before us We
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want nothing, but more of God, more holy fire, more zeal,
that we may become more abundantly useful. At present we

‘have peace in our borders, are quite agreeable and united

together. . O what a field is open, and how many preachers
will be wanted. I sm about forming a Circuit about Mon-
treal, of fourteen or sixteen places, which will employ two
vreachers, to be in a fortnight, and out a fortnight.”

53. How much and justly soever we may deplore the ap-
parent collision between thé British and American Methodist
preachers, there can be no doubt but that-more places were
visited by these truly effective .evangelists than would have
been the case had only one class of agents been on the ground.

* The English laborers, in some respects, had a decided advan-

tage in the towns and among those of the inhabitants more re-
cently from themother country. They were Englishmen—they
were generally better educated—they were better clad, and

. appeared more genteel and clerical. Their moderately com-

petent and reliable missionarfrf allowances saved them from
the care and want which the others often acutely experienced.
Their better financial system in the sccieties was also to their
pecuniary advantage. Their good old-country ideas of the
circutt system, which we in this country are too ready to
abandon so soon as we are appointed to a town, made them
mightily effective for good. But then it must not be for-

_gotten that in the country Circuits, the American brethren,

from necessity, spent ail their time among the families of their
people ; and-they also better understood the Anglo-Canadian,
or American mind and manners . than their brethren - from
Europe with their old-country notions. The writer said lately
to o wise and venerable 1icthodist, wlo resided in the towa
of Kingston during that period of rival altars: « The Earo-
pean brethren were the better trained and ageomplished for
their work,” Yesé” said he, ¢ but not the:most pious)? -
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- 54, We now give the remaining Ietter of Mr. Sttong, from
which it appears that an additional laborer came to their aid
before the conference year was out, whose name appeared in

the stations of the British Conference for the next year,
(1816-17.) ") i

, 55. Mr. Strong, under the date of « « Montreal 'June 29,
1816, resumes: ¢“Brother De Putron “has arrived in
Canada. After spending a fortnight with our dear friends
‘at Quebec, he arrived among us in this city ; and we hope and
trust he will be made a blessing to many immortal souls here.
Before “the arrival of Brother De Putron, we had the pleasure
of seeing our dear and worthy superintendent, Mr. Bennett,

" who was on his way home from the late General Conference
-in Baltir}\o.re but who has been detained here by a serious

. and severe affliction—the pleurisy, accompanied with highly. -
inflammatoty symptoms. He is reduced to the weakness of
infancy. The kind and unwearied attention of Miss Fisher
to Mr. Bennett, while laboring under these afflictions, will
never be erased from his and my mind; and I pray God te

* reward her a hundredfold. During these afflictions, brother
Bennett has posgessed his soul in patience and submission.
His mind, in general, has been comfortable; and he could re-
joice in hope that these light afflictions, which are but for a
‘moment, would work out for him a far more exceeding and

& cternal weight of glory.” Brother ’Dez Putron has seen him

- this morning, and finds him better. May God quickly raise

him up again, both to his Church and to his family.

'56. « As Mr. Bennett and myself think it desirable to make
a change of preachers here, ke has written to Mr. Hick” (of
Nova Seotia) “to take my place, and I am going 1mmedlately ’
to his.” - The power of making changesin certain emergen-
cies, given to the District Chairmen,v or Superintendents,




HIS COTEMPORARIES. o7

was a most beneficial one, and usually very wisely exercised.
“Mr. De Putron,” (a Frenchman) ¢ will preach in English
till Mr. Hick arrives, and occasionally in French.

¢TI remain, &e., JoHN Bass StroNng.”

~ 57. We find from Mr. Langleis’ manusecript journal, that
that, gentleman availed himself of his being in England,
‘where he had gone during this year on business, to
- apply to the Missionary Committee in London to assist the
Quebec Society in the completion of their chapel ; but his re-
quest was refused, on the ground, that it was an application
of their funds aside from the purposes for which they were
“raised, yet we shall see that the bulldmo was completed and ,
opened at an early day.

58. Placing the membership under the Brxtlsh Conference
in Quebec and Montreal at 60; counting the returns of the
two border Circuits, St.Francis and Stanstead, which were 163,
as well as the Lower and Upper Canada Districts—730 in
the Jormer and 1777 in the latter—two thousand five hun-
dred and seven in the two: there wasa membership in tho
two (}anadas of 2,730, all told. -~

59. The closing part of this Conference yearwas solem-
pized by an event which could not but have sent a pang of
sorrow to the extremes of the American Methodist Connexion
—from Georgia to the farthest settlement of Canada; that
was nothing less than the demise of the senior Bishop
of the denomination, the Reverend Francis Asbury, who ~ L
from a lowly position at the foot of the Hamstead Bridge, in T
the parish of Hansworth, four miles from ermmﬂham,Stzif- B
fordshire, where he was borp, on the 20th .of August, 1745,
was raised up at an-early period in life to preach the Gospel,
and who after five years ministerial labor in that country,

was seut out by the Rev., John Wesley to take charge of the
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then infant Societies in America, where he arrived on the 27th
of October, 1771. At the organization of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1784, he was ordained a General Super-
intendent of that Church, as the associate of the Rev. Dr. -
Coke, who had been previously ordained in England. The
Doetor soon left for the mother-country, where, excepting two
transient visits to the American Connexion, he remained,
leaving the whole burden of the superintendeacy on, Asbury
till the appointment first of Bishop Watcoate, and then, after
his death, of Bishop McKendree, as his associate. His usual
habit was to traverse every part of the great republic, mostly
on horseback, once. every year; in which Journeys he usually
preached daily, and ‘sometimes oftener.

60. He had been at the time of his death fifty years in the
ministry, and in the episecpal coffice thirty-two. He closed
his mortal career in holy triumph, March the 31st, 1816, at -
the house of a friend. - Thus the .wayfarer of half a centary
found a home at last, “in the bosom of his Father aud his
God.”

61. The Second Delegated- General Conference mét one
month after this sad event, namely, on the 1st of May, 1816,
in Light Street Church, Baltimore. - The fall of their stand-

©ard- bearer would no doubt be a motive to induce full attend- -

ance of the clected delegates. Of this number, as one of'the

" representatives of the Genesec Annual Conference, was our
" principal subject, Mr. Case; Henry Ryan, the other-Canada.
,Presiding Elder, was also a member. It will be seen from the -
- following extract from the autobiography of an eye-witness,
- who had been the Bishop’s travelling companion for several

years, that Mr. C. was honored to take part in the obsequies

of the deceased, and to unite with others in supplying his
place. Mr. Boehm writes with a {reshness and pathos hard

.to equal; we therefore give his account of the matter. -
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62. « There was a feeling of sadness caused by thé absence
of Bishop Asbury. Bishop McKendree was present, but
very feeble. After the organization, on the first day, an ad-
dress was presented from the male members of the Charch in

Baltimore, asking the privilege of removing the remains of
~ Bishop Asbury from the place where they had been buried to
- Baltimore. Their request was granted, and the Rev. John,
Wesley Bond was desired to superintend their removal. Five
* members of the General Conference were appointed to act in
concert with the Baltimore brethren : Philip Bruce, Nelson
Reed, Freecborn Gharrettson, Lewis Myers, and George .

Pmkenng

63. “The Conference passed a vote of thanks to George
Aranold, of Spottsylvama, at whose house the Bishop died, for
his attention to our venerable father during his illness, and ]
requesting permission to have the Bishop’s remains removed
- from his family burying-ground to Baltimore. Mr. Arnold .
grantéd the request, and on the 9th of May the body arrived,
and was. placed at the house of William Hawkins. The fact
- being announced. to the Conference by Steven G Rossel, they
resolved to attend his funeral next morning, and appointed
Henry 8tead, William Case, Seth Mattison, and myself to
~ sit'up with the corpse during the night. Never shall I forget

that night ; thought was busy inreviewing the past; the whole -
life of Bishop Asbury, particularly the five years T was with
him, passed in review like a panorama. - Five times that night
in imagination I went with the Bishop around his large diocese,
over the mountains and valleys. I thought of his self-denial,
" his deadness to the world ; of his intense labors, his enlarved :
~ beuevolence, his sympathy with suffering, of the hundreds of
sermons I had heard him preach, the prayers I had heard him
offer, the many times I bad slept with him; how often I had
rarried him in my arms. 'Where are the great and good men
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who watched W1th me that moht? Xong ago they met the
Bishop where they’ can die no more, but are equal unto the
angels of God! , v

64. “ At tén o'clock next morning the funeral services took
place. There was an immense gathering at Light Street,
where the Bishop’s remaius had been placed. They were re-
moved in-solemn processxon to Butaw Church. At the head
of this procession were Bishop McKendree, and William Black,
-of Nova Scotia. Bishop Asbury having no relatives in this
country, John W. Bond and myself, his surviving travelling
companions, ‘were selected to follow his remains as chief
mourners. Indeed we both felt to exclaim, ¢ My father, my
father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thercof!” The

members of the Conference followed, with several mm1sters of

other denommatlons and a vast throng of citizens.

65. « Bishop McKendree pronounced a‘funeral oration full
of melting pathos, and the remains of the deceased, embalmed
by the tears of the multitudes, were deposited in a vault under
the recess of the pulpit in Eutaw Church. Upon a beautiful
marble. was inscribed an appropriate epitaph to tell the
stranger where the dust of the noble Asbury sleeps.”,

66. After the cnumeration of a great many other particu-
lars relative to funeral sermons for the Bishop—the reading

of his valedictory address to the Conference—his will, and the -

manner in which it was carried out, Mr. Bochm comes to
give us several particulars of Confercnce business, arising
from this emergency, which are interesting to us:— There
was a vast amount of business done at-the General Conference
of 1816, and it was more methodical than formerly. John
Emory, for the first time, was a member and distinguished
himself at once by his clear head and capacity for business.
On Tucsday, the 14th, the Confercnce elected tiwo bishoos.
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Bnoch George” (afterwards to visit Canada) “and Robert R.
Roberts, the former having fifty seven and the latter fifty-five
votes out of one hundred and six that were cast. On Friday

they were otdaincd, after Bishop McKendrec had preached an
admirable sermon on the great commission, from Mark xvi.
- 15,16. In the ordination he was assisted by Philip Bruce,
* of Virginia, Dr. Phoebus, of New York, and Nelson Reed,
of Baltimore, they being the three oldest clders present.”

© 67. The Rev. Messrs. Black and Bennett, of Nova Scotia,
" at the instance of the British Conference, came to this Amer-
ican General Conference to justify the ' proceedings of -the
former body in appointing preachers to Canada, and to Mon-
treal in particular. The British Conference’s view of the mat-
_teris contained in the following extract of a letter addressed
to Bishop Asbury, lately deceased, and which was read in the
- General Conferencé. The letter bears the signatures of three
distinguished members of the Wesleyan Missionary Commit-
tee'in London, namely, Janes Woop, Josgpa BENsON, and
JamMes BUCELEY. The extract is as follows:—

68. « To preserve a mutual _good understandmg1 and the
unity of the spirit, and, as far as possible, .a co-operation in
promoting the good work of the Lord, we feel it our duty to
. state to you a subject of local difference, which to us has been
painful, and which we feel a delicacy in stating, but to which
we arc compelled, from the nécessity of the case,- that the
word of the Lord be not hindered. In consequence -of appli-
cation ‘being made to the British Conference from ‘the So-
siety at Montreal, a Missiongry was sent to that place, and
received as the messenger of the Gospel of peace; but we
are sorry to learn that some misunderstanding has. taken
place between brot thers Strong and Williams, our ' Mission- -
arics, and brother Ryan, your chsuimf' Elder for Lower
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Canada. TFrom the former we have received a stalement of
their proceedings, and from the latter a letter of complaint.
We' have also received a letter from brother Bennett, the
Chairman of the Nova Scotia District, who has visited Mon-
treal, &c., and reported to us his proceedings. Upon 2 review
of the whole, and from"the most serious and deliberate con-
sideration, we are led to conclude that, considering the rela-
tive situatioa of the inhabitants of Montreal and of Canada
‘to this country, and, particularly, as a principal part of the
people appear to be in favour of our Missionaries, it would
be for their peace and comfort, and for the furtherance of the
Gospel for our brethren to occupy these stations, especially
the former, and to which we conceive we have a claim, as a
considerable part of the money for building the chapel and
house was raised in this country. We trust our American
brethren will see the propriéty of complyirg with our wishes
with respect to these places; not to mention their political
relation to- this country, which, however, is not of little im-
portance, for we are conscious that their general habite and
prejudices are in favour of the English preachers, being more
congenial to their views and feelings, which should cerlainly
be consulted, and will tend to facilitate the success of the
Gospe] and their spiritnal prosperity. ~As your and gur ob-
jeet is mutually to' diffuse the knowledge of Him, whose king-
~dom is not of this world, and by every possible means to pro-
‘mote the immortal interests of men, let us not contend—we
. have one Master, even Christ—but give place to each other,
~ that the word of the Lord may have free course, run, and be
* glorified. We cannot but hope, that'from,thevcontiguity of /|
the labors of the brethren belonging to the two Conferences, /"
the spirit of unity and love will be promoted, and by this
" measure a more perfect reciprocal intercourse be estabhsl\ed.
As you bave kindly invited our esteemed brethren, Messr/s.

. e
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Black and Bennet ake a seat in’ your Conference, we
have directed them to pay you a visit at Baltimore for this
purpose, and to amicably arrange and settle this business,

whom, we trust, you will receive as our representatxvcs, and
as brethren.

69. This’letter, with the statements cf the Nova Secotia
visitors on the one side, and that of Messrs. Case and Ryan
on the other, beside sundry writteh commumcations from
parties interested, .was referred to a committee, and the fol-
lowing report, which was concurred in by the Conference,
- was the result of their deliberatiofs :—

~ “(1). Your Committee has had some friendly interviews .
with the above-mentioned delegates on those subjects, and
they are happy to state that there appears to be an earnest
desire to have all existing. difficulties 'terminated to the peace
and mutual satisfaction of both patfies, and- to perpetuate
the Chrxstmn and good undcrstandmv which have hitherto
exlsbcd : /

€ (2). It appears from written commuuications, as well'as
~ from verbal testimony, that unhappy dissensions have taken
place in Montreal between certain missionaries sent (at
“the request of a few official members of the Society in that
place, in time of the last war) by the London Missionary So-
ciety, and some American preachers, which ‘have terminated

in the division of that Society. e i
“(3). Although the late hostilities between the two coun- »

tries separated, for some time, those provinces from the imme-
diate superintendency of the Methodist' Episcopal Ckurch in
America, yet all the Circuits (egcept Quebec) were as regularly
‘supplied as circumstances would admlt of with Amerzcan
preachers.




, “ (4) It furthermore appears, from wntten :md verbal
_-commumcatmns ‘that it is the desire of the great majority of
- the people in Upper- and Lower Canada to be supplled,
.heretofore, with preachers from the United States.

" #(5). In the two provinccs there are twelve Circuits and
" one station (Montreal)- which have eléven meetm:,-lwuses, .
: wluc‘u liave been hitherto supplied by Amenc{m p"eachers.

"« Those things being duly considered, together with the
“contiguity of those provinces to the western and northern A
parts of the/United States; your CommLttee respectfully sub-

" ‘mit the followmg resolutions: .

+ “Resolved by the Delevates of the. Annual Coaferences of -
the Methodlst pxscopal Chu_r_ch in general conferen_ce as-

. sembled, | .

1, That we cannot, consxstcntly w1th our duty to the So-
cu,tles of our charge in the Canadas, give up any part of them,
- orany of our chapels in those_ provmces, to the superinten-
dency of the British Gonnexmn. , '
42, That a respectful letter be addressed to the London

_Mlssxonary Soc1ety, explalnmrr the .reasons"for the above reso-
lutions.”: o L . 7

&

o

70, A letter was addressed to the Londqn Comnnttee noti-
fying them of the above decision, and- the -reasons for it.

" “Thus another four years of bickering and 00111510'[1 were inau-
,wumted during which the’ British Conferencé was to increase
the number of its stations evea in the Upper Proviace, as-
well as in the Lower, and to draw away a portion of the flocks

“~which the brethren indigenous tothe soil had collected ; while
‘no doubt they were’ to gather some also from ‘the world At
‘ﬁrst view it seems a pity that one or the other had not agreed <
to w_lthdraw. Had it been done ct that early day, it secms |
morally certa_m that some, if not all, the divisions that have

-
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since disgraced Canada Methodism would have been prevent-

ed. Had the British Conference possessed the ground, the

preachers employed would have been more comfortable, and
perhaps a more respectable class as a whole would have been
raised up from the first, and a better financial system' would
~ have been inaugurated ; but had the American preachers been
left to themselves, the wark would have proceeded faster, but .
perbaps with some negligénce in some of the minor details of

Methodist rule and order. ~ This opinion is arrived at by com '

paring the relative streno'tb of Mecthodism in the Dastern

~ Provinces, where, notwithstanding the large outlay of mis-
smnary money from the. ﬁrst, Methodism numbers but ten
" per cent. of the populat_xon, and in Canada West, where, with
little or no foreign assistance, it now numbers one-fourth of -
the people. Doubtless both sides’ acted conscxentlously, in
view of the subject from their respective stand-points; and
may we not hope that a wise and beneficent Providence has
_overruled it to answer his inscrutable purposes ?

"71. From the above report of the Committee of the General -
Conference we learn that, at the time of which we write, the'

-denomination had eleven places erected for pdblic worship.
These, numbering east and west from the one first erected,
~ were as -follow: - Adolphustown, (Hay Bay); Earnestown,
(tth Concession); Waterloo, (Old Chureh) ; Elizabethtown,
(now Lyn) ; and Matilda meeting-houses; Montreal chapel;
Warner’s (near St. David’s); Lyon’s Creek; Stoney Creek;
- Bowman’s, (Ancaster) ; and Long Pomt (W oodhouse) ‘Toeete
' ing-house. ‘ . -

. “The Conference year of 1815-—16 ende&v’and the ensuing

one of 1816-17 commenced with the sessjon of the Genesee

'Conferencc, which.began its deliberations in Paris, N. Y., *
June 17 th, 1816. We havc no - particulars from any source

L
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of this Conference, save what we find in the Minutes, which,
of course, only embrace statistics and the appointments for
the ensuing year. -From these latter we perceive that the two
Canada Presiding Elders, Messrs Case and Ryan, exchanged

places.  Thiis change served Mr. R’s-convenience, whose -

family resided upon his farm in Gainsboro’, in the Nlaoara
District, and who must, on that account, have laboured under
zreat disadvantages during the previous year. We think we

=an discover a further reason why the two Presndmg ‘Elders.

should exchange places. Ryan’s nnpetuosny had increased
the cmbroglio in Montreal: . He is reported- to bave said of

the intrusive ¢ Missionaries,”—*“I have opposed -them - in.
life, and T will oppose them in death, and at the bar of God.2-

[t was no doubt, therefore, hoped that Case’s. suav1ty and
noderation would do somewhat towards allavmg the n'n-
sation. e : - e

'73. For the reader’s convenience in reference, we furnish
.he Cannda Stations as usual: — 3
Urper CaNaDA DisTRICT.
 Hexey Ryaw, Presiding Elder,
Touge Street—
- Niagara, ‘Elijah Warren.
, Ancaster, David Youmans, David Culp.
© Detroit, Joseph Hickeox.
We estmzm,ter, ‘John Hamilton.
Lower Canapa DistrICT.
: Wirniay Case, Presiding Elder. -
Augusta, Andrew Pnndlc, Peter Jones.
St. Lawrence, Wyatt Chamberlaync, John Dempster. ‘
Ottawa, George Ferguson.
: Montreal, Wiliiam Brown.
Bay Quints, Thomas Madden, Joha’ Rhodes.
Smith’s Creek, ‘Nathaniel Reeder.

N
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_BORDER cmcmrs (an ENGLAND coxmmzucn.)
Stanstead, Benjamin Sabin.
- 8t. Francis’s River, Daniel Plumbly.
The appomtments from the British Confere'ce, in their
- Minutes, stood as below; but we shall see they were after- -
wards modified by their local authontnea to suit circum-

~ stances:
Quebec, Richard Williams; John De Putron, Fronch st-'
sionary. = '

b Montreul, John B. Strong

- N. B. Three addltxonal Missionaries are appointed to new
.-stations in Canada, nuder the direction. of the Committees’
3.: “ Henry Pope, James Booth, Richard Pope.” We ehall
see, hereafter, that Mr..De Putron, instead of remaining in
~ Quebee, labored for a time in and around Montreal ; that Mr.
 Hicks, from Prince Edward’s Island, exchanged thh Mr.
Strong; and that Mr. Booth became Mr. H: cks assistant in
and around Montreal, ,
74, From these appomtments we observe Quebec is dropped _
from the American Minutes, being given up to the appoint-
ment of the British Conference, as it had really not been
occupied by the American preachers for, several years. Not-
 withstanding this omission, counting a supply for Yonge
Street, which is this year a blank among the stations; the
Canada work, including the St. Lawrence preachers as usual,
has oue more laborer than last year, a new Circuit having beod
~ created in the West.

«

75. ‘This annual revolution of the connexional wheel has -
brought five men into this section of the work, in place of

* four who have gone out: one, John Arnold, finally, whom we
have traced on various Circuits in the Genesee Conference
down to 1828. beyond whlch We are not. able to trace hxm. =
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for a time, bu{ find him now superannuated in the Oneida
Couference. Little doubt but that his “record is on highl”
" The second, Israel Chamberlayne, has only gone out for a
year, who is for the present stationed on the Liycdming Circuit,
in the State of Pennsylvania, (we suspeet, as it Is in the Sus-
'unehanna Dls},nct) ; and although only in dedcon’s orders,
“he is “in charge’ over an elder, a circumstance which indi-
cates the Bishép’s estimate of his executive taleixts, although
“only a young man of twenty-one. The other two, Lewis and
Wilson, have'been accounted for. Ezra Adams was discon-
tinued a year “for want of health.” (’\Ir. S.’s Journal,
Genesee Copference) A letter received from hu:n since- tbxs
. went: to press, informs the writer that he ralhéd after a fow
weeks, and spent the year as Mr. Madden s )colléaoue Mr.
_ Rhodes very likely supplied the vacancy on /Y onge Street.

6. The first of the newly-arrived was brouvht in to supply
. a new Circuit—the Westmzmler—-—-whlch was formed, we opine,
: part]y out of the Long Point part of the Ancaster Circuit, and
portxons of hitherto unbroken ground in the settlements, now
-rapidly forming in the interior townships. Two years after
this date, the now venerable Robert. Corson moved intq the

o township of Oxford, within the bounds of the Westminster

Circuit. . What it then comprehended, may be some guide to
us in judging of its original position and extent. - According
to Mr. C., it included, in 1818, the townships of Westminster,
‘which cave its name, London, Dorchester, Oxford, l\orwmh,'
Blenbelm, and Burford.

. %7. The reader has ah'ea.dy seen that Elder Ryan was this -
( year at the head of the Upper Canada District, which ex.
tended at this time only from Detroit on the west, to Yonge
" Street on the cast. We get no glimpses of the old itinerant
-during this year, bat we have no doubt he went on as usual,

R
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supermtendmcr the qmrterly an&d camp-meetings within his

District, and actmg, as was’ thén the wont, with Presudmg
Elders, as rreneral pioneer.

78. Joseph chkcox was still on the Detrou, or Thames
Circuit, with his field of labour, mayhap, a little abridged
~ in geographical exteat, by the creation of the New West-
minster Circuit. If any membeis as Well as territory were
transferred to the new Circuit, his labors must have been
very successful ; and if no such transfer was made, still the <7
results were very good; for we find at the end of the year, E
his Circuit had divided 1t/self‘ into two charges, for which
separate returns were made :—first, Detroit, for which 30
members were returned ; ‘and the Thames for which 160,
mc]udln0'4 “coloured” people were retnrned, making 190
in all. So that we have cause to boheve that the testimony
just received from an old com')amon id arms, Rev. D. Cuip,q
must have been true of him, which says,—“ e was laborious
and useful, much beloved, and at that date had few equals.”

-~ 79. The new Circuit, Westminster, has a labourer new to
the Province, John Hamilton by name. We find from the
usual mode of indicating it (italies) that bhe was an elder.

. By turning to the Minutes, we see that he was received on

“trial in 1813, -and appointed to the famous Lyons Clrcuxt
with another. A subsequent search through the ormnal
Journal of the Genesee Conference reveals the following entry
relative to him when received: ¢ John Hamilton, zwenty-,
four years of age, and of improvable, promising abilities.”
He was consequently twenty-seven years of age when he came
to Canada. In 1814, he was on the Lebanon Circuit with two
others. Hc was continued there the next year (1815-16);
and now, (1816-17); we find him an elder in charge of the
new Circuit in Canada. We learn, however, from one ap-
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pointed to succeea mm (Caleb Swayze) that, # after passing
around his Circuit once, he went away, and returned no more.”
Certain aged compeers of his, yet of the Genesec Conference,
pronounce him an “eccentric man,” some of which cccentrici-
ties will come into view. This Circuit claimed 166 at the

~end of the year.

80. We have no information of the labors and successes of

Messrs. Youmans and Culp on the Ancaster Circuit during
the year of which we write. Kvidently the largest part of the

return of members for the Westminster Ci:cuit must have

come out of theirs, for they return less by 128 than they did
the preceding year.

81. The old Niagara Circuit has also a preacher new to the
country, but one who was destined to marry in it, and to re-

main therein for many years. His name is musical, he is

somewhat stocky, is handsome, his manners pleasing, and his
talents gocd.© An old co-eval pronounces him a «learned
man,” but that must be received comparatively. The same
authority says that some objected to him, because he spent so
much time in study and writing. To use the language of oné

wuch respected for his attachment to Methodism, James Lewis,

Esquxre,of the Fifty, who ascribéd hisconversion to our subject,

‘e was a smiling sort of préacher’—a manner of delivery
which was agreeable to the most of hearers.  Mr. Corson
says, “he was very talented, but eccentric.” The entry in
M: S. Journal of the Genesee Conference for 1813, the year
he was received on trial, was as follows: ¢ Elijah Warren,
rccommended from the Lyons Circuit—22 years of age, and

* ‘pious, having extraordinary abilities.” His Circuits before

coming to Canada had been, 1813, Bridgewater; 1814, Cale-
donia ; and 1815, Lyons, whence he had gone out into the
work. All these years he had been saved the responsibility

Y o
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‘of managing the Cireuits he travelled—but now he is sént to
superintend one of the most important in Canada. - Whether
he had any assmtant under the Presiding Elder docs not
appear.

82. The early part of his ministerial career had been char.
acterized by conscientiousness and fidelity, although it seems
his inexperienced conscience sometimes dictated more than
was necessary. Dr. G. Peck’s “Early Methodism” gives us

a glimpse of the man and the times in the first year of his'.

itinerancy. We give the paragraph entire: .

83. ‘In 1813, Bridgewater Circuit first makes its appear-
ance on the Minutes. John Hazzard and Elijah Warren
are the preachers. We recollect Hazzard well, as he com-
menced travelling on the Ostego Circuit. He was evidently
a very pious man, but a very poor speaker. He had the worst
"habit of stammering which we recollect ever to have witnessed
in a public speaker.” It was absolutely pamful to listen to
~*him, . Warren had a wonderful tendency to follow impressions.
It is reported of him, that upon passing a house which was
. situated some distance from the road, he had an impression
that it was his duty to go to the house and converse with the
- _people on the subject of religion. He passed on and began to
feel that he was grieving the Spirit. He turned about; and
fastening his horse to the fence, deliberately let down the bars
and went up to the house in his -contemplated effort to win
them over to the ways of religion. He knocked at the door,
but received no answer. He knocked again, but still it was
silent within. Upon. e;a,mmatmn, to his utter confusion, he

- found the house was vacant! It was a lesson to the brother, .
which, it may be hoped he never forgot.”” Such impressions

were frequent with the restless itinerant of that day, and in-

deed much later. Sometimes they had ludicrous—sometimes i

*

- pleasant—but very often, useful results.

[
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84, Mr. Warren had a nett inerease on the Niagara Cirouit,
during the year, of twentyfour members, making a total of
396, showing that his labors wero not in vain in the Lord.
What a pity that such a man should have ever entered into
sccular life. ' ‘

85. Yonge Street was left to be supplied dm'ihg the con-
ference~year of .which we.now write (1816-17); bhut who

~supplied it we have no means, as yet, of positively saying.

It.may have been Thomas Harmon, whose peculiar relation
we have already considered. -There is only one considera-
tion against this surmise, the Circuit slightly declined in
numbers; but Harmon's Circuits usually went up in that
respect. 'We ‘must leave the question unsolved.  Since
writing the above, we are led to think it may have been
James Jackson, of whom more anon. And still later, for
reasons given above, we have thought it might have been
Rhodes.

86. We have come to the end of Mr. Ryan’s District, and
ust now pass on to that of Mr. Case—the « Lower Canada
District,” nommally, although it comprehended a full half of
the settlements in the Upper Province.

87. Mr. Case’s return to the Lower part of the Prevince
was welcomed with quite as much joy as it had been in the
upper part of the country. He loved to break in on his old
friends, and give them an agrecable surprise. A pleasing

'mcldent was related to the writer many years ago by old

Mrs. Boice, of Elizabethtown, where the village of Lyn is
now sitnated. Her house had been one of his hemes, as it

“was of many a Methodist preacher besides, in a by-gone

time, when he laboured on the old Oswegotchie Circuit.
Then a fascinating young man, he had endeared himself to -

‘her family; as he always did to the families where be sojourned.
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“But ten long years had passed, and the strlplmo had hecome
more manly looking. “His manners were always quiet, but
there was a sly sort of humor sometimes indulged in by him

~ among his friends, while a pleasant twinkle was in his eye,
On the occasion referred to, he came to'the house, and the
old lady was alone. He came softly to the door-and gently
tapped, which drew Mrs. Boice to the entrance. Said the
stranger, in a voice she soon recognized: “Do you still keep
- Methodist Tavern 2’ She assured him that she did, with
even more than her wonted cordiality to the travelhng preach-
ers; and the applicant for lodgings found that the fare was
unchaxigehd,;_ namely, still “ without money and without price.”
88. His journeys ‘were performed, as heretofor, in the in-
terior, at least, on horseback; and in those new and retired
places he had to share the discomfort of such parts of the
country in that early day. He used to tell an amusing inci-
dent of an old Scotch-woman’s considerateness of\his comfort
. in the Glengarry county. From Moulinette to Van Kleek
Hill, in Hawksbury, there was a region thinly inhabited with-
Highland Scotch, most of whom were of the Roman Catholia
persuasion. This was a sort of ALENTEJo, so-graphically -

“described by Borrow in his ¢ BIBLE 1N SPAIN,” where few
comforts could be found; and through which the traveller
usually pushed his way with all possible dispatch. In one of
his Journeys across it to attend the Ottawa Quarterly Meet-

- ing, in a very hot day, water being very scarce, he became

.very thirsty. At length, to his great joy, he espied an old
Seotch-woman crossing the road with a pail of water which
had been obtained at some hole dug in a neighboring swamp.
Accosting her, he asked for a drink. Observing his respect-
able appearance, she said that the water was  no fit for Lim”

- asit was, for there were ¢ wee motes in it,” by which she

* meant the embryo musguitos, usually called ¢ wigglers,”
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“but,” said she, ¢ I'll strain it!” And suiting the action te
the word, she pulled off a soiled old cotton handkerchief which
she wore around her shoulders, saturated with perspiration
through which she poured some of the water out of the pail -
into’a cup and offered it to him, minus the ¢ wee motes.”
With his usual politeness he thanked her, but whether this
very cleanly man really drank it or not, deponent dothnot say.
89. Music was often his solace in his long bush rides. He
informed the writer, that once on such a journey, on a close,
sultry day, when the feathered songsters were mute and all
nature seemed to lie in a state of torpor, he was qmte disposed
to fecl dejected; on account of this he stopped, dismounted
from his horse, selected the branch of a tree that would “peel,”
and made a whistle; remounted and began to play; his own
spirits were revived, his horse seemed livelier, all the birds
begar to sing, and he went on his way rejoicing.- o
90. Ile was an early riser, and exact improver of time in
profitable readmg, as well as otherwise. Sometimes his
horseback-journeys were beguiled and improved with a book.
Books were then hard to obtain in Canada; and any work of
rarity and interest which fell in his way was eagerly seized on .
and read in the way above indicated. Mr. and Mrs. Don-

nelly, of Pomt Fortune, on the Ottawa, informed the writer

that Mr. Case urged the loan of “ Harmon’s Narrative” of
several ycars sojourn among the Indians in the North West,
and read it on his horse's back in going to and returning
from Cote St. Charles. This may have been some years later -
than our present date, but it was earfy in the history of our
- Indian Missions, if not before they commenced. - Yet, all his |
life anything which related to the aboriginces -had great at-
tractions for him. - ’
91. On the frontier roads he sometimés availed h'ims’elf‘ of
o light wagon—of buggies then there were none, ner for many
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years afterwards. But his little mare was passionate, balky,
and, unless ailowed to dash off the uioment Lie stepped into
the vehicle, she would rcfuse to go at all.  IIe knew her pecu-
liarities, and his easy femper of mind served him in good
stead in his coachmanship. His plan was to sit quietly fora
few minutes, till poney forgot the insult offered to her desire to
go, when chirruping to her she would spring forward, and soon
assume a quiet and orderly pace. These trivial occurrences'¥
are narrated to show the character of the times and the tem-
perament of the man; but before this year is out, we shall”
have to place him before the reader under circumstances
which will reveal higher attributes. But we must now turn
to speak of the laborers under his direction.

92. He had the satisfaction to renew his acquamta.nce with
several brethren with whom he had been pleasantly associated
during his. last sojourn in the States. One of these is the
incumbent of the first Circuit in his District he would meet

~ with on entering it from the West. This was the Smith’s
Creek Circuit, which then extended from the township of
Whitby to Belleville. That brother was the devoted Nathaniel
Reeder who is left another year in Canada, and whom
we are sure his Presiding Elder could not but approve and
love. The writer, twelve years after, when appointed to the
Belleville Circuit, learned from the pzople of the spirit in
which Mr. Reeder entered on and prosecuted his work. Oid
‘Mr. and Mrs. Reed, of Thurlow, who gave name to “ Reed’s
Mill’s” of yore, informed him that Reeder announced to the
people on his arrival, that they might expect a revival of reli-

- gion; for that God had promised him, while in prayer, in
reference to that subject, that if he would go to Canada again, =
in obedience to His call, he would give him one hundred souls.
This promise was more than made good, for there was a nett
gain on the Circuit during the year of 128. It went up from

L3
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’ el yt v v, to Deo hunlred and ten. The revival began, first
m hearts of the membership, ‘stimulated hy the holiness
' of their preacher; then it ‘took hold of the irreligious, who
werc converted in scores. The work spread from East to
" West. [ ’

93. He was the first to orzanize Methodism in the townshxp
of Whitby, where he formed a class of eight persons, one of
these was a native of New England, the son of 4 rich man,

~ who set up his son in merchandise ; but he failed and went
to the city of New York. Sorrow and evil company threw
him for a time into dissipation, and he wandered into Canadﬁ
The beginning of the war of 1812 found hlm in the city of
Montreal where, strange to-say, he enlisted in his Majesty's
service, I think in the famous Glengarry corps, in which. he
served to the end of hostilites. This person was no other -
than William Fitz Moore, afterwards so favorably known to
Canadian Methodists. As to the particulars of his conver-
sion, and his subsequent hlstcry, we must allow. the wnter of
" bis obituary to speak. '

- 94..<In the year 1815 or 1816 be located in the town-

~ ship of Whitby. While going through the neighborhood to
obtain subseribers, as the custom then was before commencing
a school, he called upon a Mr. Dayid Gardner, a pious man,
:md a member of the Methodist ‘Church, who regularly at-
*tended to the ‘duty of family worship, with whom he staid

over night. As he read the Secriptures and prayer with the \

fawily, our brother was much affected ; for during the many
years which passed since he -kad left h1$ father’s house, he
had not heard a single Protestant pray. He afterwards
made this residence his home; and by means of the efforts
‘of that family, and the blessing of -God, he sought and ob.
tained the forgiveness of sins. - Soon after he had the privi-

;
3
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lege of hearing the Rev. Mr. Reeder, who formed the first
class in Whitby, one of whom was Mr. Moore himself. He
‘'soon hecame ‘a popular School Teacher, and by perseverance
and cconomy, hé became prosperous financially.  He now
wrote to his father, informing him of thesc events, and of the
place of his residence. Such cheering news greatly rejoiced
the heart of his aged parent. In 1819, he was united in
marriage to Miss Elizabeth Dearborn, and up to the time of

his death they happily walked together in the fear of the®
Lord.” His integrity and education made him very influen=

tial in his" own neighborhood, where he was, successivelys
school-teacher, conveyancer, magistrate, and township clerk.
Among his own religious community, he was extremely use:ful
as steward, leader, and trustee; and he often served on the

Mizxed Committees of the Connexmn as one of the lay mem-
bers.. He ended his days in peace, Oct. 4th, 1859, in the
- 83rdyear of his age, deservedly lamented. - Having been the :

school -teacher of so many, he is still known by the title of
“ Master Moore.”

95. Mr. Reeder at thls period, is described as exceedingly
pious and happy, Tgiving great life to the Class, and other
gociety meetings, which were his delight. It was his ordinary
ministrations that accomplished the good which was done.
There were no protracted services then, nor indeed any time
for them. Soul-saving was the daily work of Reeder, as it
should be of every Methodlst preacher in all times. His
__manners were simple to a degres, and his sermons would now
be considered very quaint. William Ross, late of Belleville,
of pious memory, gave the writer- a specimen of Reeder’s
preaching, a sermon, delivered in a private house, in the town-
ship of Sidney. ‘The text was, Judges, xiv. 8: “And be,
hold - there was a swarm of bees and honey in the carcas of
the lion.”” The whole was spmtuthz%d. So far as we can

LY
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remember Mr. Ross, the “lion” was Christ, the « honey” was
religions enjoyment, and the “bees” were Christians. These
positious were wrought out with minute detail. . Such analo-

gics are frequent with preachers wanting a liberal education,
and abounded in that day. But the sermon was level to the

“people’s comprehension, who enjoyed it exceedingly; for the.

preacher delivered it with great unction.

96. The old Bay Circuit has this year a change of preacbers L

Jrom the last—two men of more years in the ministry than._

“its last two ministers. These two aré the, clear and forcible -
Thomas Madden, and the tall, slow-spoken, but winning, and

much-loved John Rhodes. The former is brought up from
‘the Augusta Circuit, the latter is brought down from the
Yonge Strect. Mr. Madden had long been the friend of Case,

- and continued so to the end of life. " Of Rhodes, his prede-
- cessor in the Circuit, D. Culp asserts: “A more deeply devoted

Chnstla.n I have seldom seen.’” .

917, Althouvh the British stsxona.ry, Mr. Catterick, was
thhm their bounds and received the adheswn of some of' the

Provincial Methodists, among whom was Mr. Bowen Aylea- _

worth (his wife remained,) and although this was the year

- of the Reformed Methodist Secession, the first ‘that Canada

felt,- they-have, notw1thstandm , & nett increase of 106°on
the year. - '

98. That secession received the adhesmn of the two Perrys,
Robert azd Daniel, and a large proportion of the membership
in and about the chapel in the 4th Concession of Earnes-
town. . If we. mistake not, the church 1tself fell into their
hands for some years. e

+ 99, Qur researches into the orxgm of thls secession has
resulted - on}y in finding one short paragraph, from the pen, of

Dr. Ban"s, whxch we. transcnb'é into our pa,ges : .“ Among '

i ol o AV Y
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those who low,ted in the New England Conference this year
- (1813) was Pliny Brett, whose admission into Conference
had been deferred for one year at the time he was eligible to
be received into full connexion. Soon after his location he
withdrew from the Church, and put himself at the head of a
_party under the denommatlon of ¢Reformed Methodists.’

He lured from the Church several local preachers, and a con-

* siderable number of members, almost entirely breaking up*
. some ‘small societies, and thereby occasioned much uneasiness
where he commenced his operations, which wasin Cape Cod,
in Massachusetts. From thence his influence extended into
Vegmont, where he was seconded in his endeavors to draw
~away disciples after him, by a local preacher, by the name of
) Baily. They succeeded in raising a cons1derable party, which
for a short season, made some inroads upon our Ch,urch and
 though Mr. Baily succeeded in establishing - some congrega-
tions, yet the influence of the party is very limited, and fur-
nishes another evidence that it requires a union of deep piety

* and much talent to found a distinet denomination of sufficient -

magnitude to command public 'c'onﬁdence, and to exert an ex- .
tensive inflpence on the commumty

10(»).”}[n addition to the  above, we' may 1nform the reader,
that tradition says, they were extreme in matters of dress,
and some minor particulars, which should be subjects of judi- -
cious advice, as they are'in the New Testament, but cannot be .

made in all respects the subjects of categorical reg n.
_ There were strong points of resemblance between them and
the modern ¢ Nazarites” of the United States. They are
reported to have believed in the attaimableness, in this- day,
of the  faith of miracles; but no_authentic. case of miracles
_ among” themse]ves, hOWCVCl, has come, down to us. Such
mamf‘estatmns are the result of extieme. consclenuousness,
Lombm,ed with ‘narrow v1ew<,'zmd a_weak, if not -a dlstem- ‘

=Y N .
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Pere(l judgment, not without the ambitiovs love of notoriety
and of pre-eminenge. That useful class of men, the
local preachers, alas, have furnished agents from their ranks
for such works of agitation and disruption, from time to time.
The apgearance of such epidemics have, under the blessing
of God, answered a good end. We should endeavor to fore-
s{all them, however, by wisely keeping to our original princi-
. p‘es. We surmise that the ¢ Reformed” are now everywhere
7 e%tinct. o !
/}/101. As to Canada, the chapel they took away rcverted, in
the course of years, to the 0ld Connexion, and was takén up
again as a preaching place, and was refitted and re-opened
about the year 1837, the Rev. Egerton Ryerson preaching a
powerful sermon on the principles of Methodism on tke occa-
sion, which was published. It now comprises one of the
places on the Odessa Circuit, if we mistake not, '

~ 102._As to the two Perrys, they held on, however, to earnest
religion, and gradually became more moderate in their views
and less hostile in' their feelings to the old Church. The
death beds of both, we have.been informed, were cheered with
the visits, and their funeral”sermons preached by Wesleyan -
Ministers—Robert’s, by the Rev. R. Corson, and Daniel’s, by
the Rev. C. R. Allison. Scme of the warmest and active
adherents of standard Methodism arc to be found among

the descendants of Daniel Perry, if not of Robert also.

103. The current of events on the Bay Circuit was a little
‘stirred by the advent once more, on a short visit, of its first
evangelist, William Losee. Mr. Playter’s account of it is
the followihg: “He came to dispose of his property in King-
ston. He was now a feeble old man, with spare features and

: 'v:vithered'arm, but still walking in the way of the Lord. He
- preached in the chapel 2nd also in some places on the Bay
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of Quinte. His under jaw would fall a hittle, so that it was
tied up ‘while preaching. He would ride on horseback rest-
ing his weight on the stirrups, and . as he rode, he balanced
himself with his one arm, bis body violently shaking. He
was accustomed to horse-back riding from-his youth; and was
once noted as a racer. When he first came into Adolphus-
town, in 1790, some of his old acquaintances would not go
to hear him, not believing in his professions of religion.
Among the rest was John Platt, whose sister, however, went
to Losee’s meetings. As she was going one day, the brother
said, ¢ Do you ask Billif he keeps the little black horse for

~racing yet’ After meeting, the young woman trembling,
* gave the message to the preacher. He solemnly replied, ¢ Tell

John, if he does not look out, he will ide the little black
horse to-hell !’ that is, racing would be his destruction.” The
venerable Jonas Caniff remembers to have heard him preach
in Adolphustown during this last visit. In oneof his sermons,

* he ridiculed the extreme readiness of even professors of reli-

gion to adopt any mode of dressing, however absurd and

inconvenient, by saying that he verily believed that if it
_ were fashionable to wear a half bushel on the head, some Meth-

odists would adopt it.” This was an extreme and rough way

of propounding a sentiment, whieh contained, notwithstanding,
- gome foundation in truth. -This is not, however, our last.

glimpse of a man to whom, with all his peculiarities, Canada

~ owes much.

104 “More than a quarter of a century afier his afflietior ’
in Camada, a preacher travelling over Long Island, N. Y,
writes: ¢On Christmas eve I preached at Carman Rushmore’s,
from  the Words of Moses, Deut. xviii. 15. At this place 1
met with Father Losee, an old fashioned Methodist preacher.

* He was confined to his bed with 2 broken leg, and I preached

R .
'
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in the room where he lay. After sermon the old genfz’lemzm
raised himsclf up in the bed, and zave a word of exhortation.
~ He was exceedm«ly deaf, and, perbaps, could not hear him-
self, unless he raised his voice to the highest pitch; and as I
had not raised mine much in preaching, he seemed, as I then
thought, disposed to show me how it ought to be done. With
a lionlike voice h¢ declaimed against the follies-and vices of
mankind, and denounced all the workers of iniquity in no
very soothing terms. I had never heards an old-fashioned
Methodist preacher exhort,and I really almgft trembled under
. the sound of his voice. Had St. Paul spoken as loud when
he addressed the people at Miletus, I am inclined to think
Lutyehus would ,not| have fallen into so deep a sleep as he
did.” (Rev. G. Coles.) The pnmltxve fire evidently glowed
<tnll in tlre <hattered Aid man.” (Dr. Stevens)

Mr. \Lxdden,fwe ‘have|seen, was removed at the benmnma of
~ this Conference year (1816-17) to the Bay of Qumte and Mr.
Prindle, his colleague of that year, is put, in charge of this

Circuit. We have'g hered nothing specnl about his labors
for the year.

PETN

106. He had for a colleague, a stranger in the Province;
Lut one who was destined to marry and ’coﬁ spend many years
in the country? This was Peter Jones,  (1st,) who is by nc
means to be confounded with another of that name, who was

“converted seven years later, and destined to do a work of an
_unusual character, and to leave a name which was never tc -
perish while missionary labors and succeés are valued. The.

_ Peter Jones of which we now write - ‘was from the United
-, - -States, and had been received on trml in the Genesce Con-

‘ ferevce in 1813, «a young man 24 years of age, who had been
_ commtad at the age of nine yeurs, ’,’/‘ and wes 'xppomted that

o
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year to the Broome Circuit in the State of New York, as the
colleague of G. W. Densmore, then recently from Canada.
Dr. Peck says of them and their labors: “These were both
working men, and were very successful. Densmore’was an
cloquent and powerful preacher; and.Jozes, an honest Dutch- -
man, was simple minded, and a great man for personal efforts
and religious visits. Therc was an increase of 230.” In
1814, he was appointed to the charge of Lycoming. In 1815,
he was sent as second preacher to Bald Bagle, in the Susquc-
hanna District. He was a tall , ungainly man, but at the time
of our writing, very pious. 1 Nor was he by any means devoid
of intellect. Ilis advent is marked by a great improvement;
the numbers during the year go up from 301 to 500, amett
gain of two hundred and fowr. -

107. It was in “this Cn‘cult, in the Township of Cornwall,

Ihat Jones made the acquaintance of a Miss Eastman, who
became his wife. She was a lady of commanding appearance,
strong intellect, good education, unusual gifts, and ievinced
much zeal, and made confident professions. A marriage this,

- which secmed to promise a fine sphere for the exercise of her
abilities, and a gréat augmentation of his usefulness; which
yet, alas, from some want of congruity between their tempers,
“was a fruitful source of misery to them both,,and the bar to
what ought to have been a useful carcer. This should be |
admonitory to the newl_y-marmed to study each others tempers,

~and strive to meet each others- lawful preferences. This
couple will cross our pathway again.

wigmsm TR

. 108. The St. Lawrence Cire uit, which confronts the

" Augusta Circui on the other side of the-noble river, whose
name it bears, and which is still reckoned to the Canada

work, has connectcd with it two names hever before associated

with either of ‘the Canada. distriets. = These dize \V)att '
‘Chambern)nc and JOull Dcmpstei‘.7Both arc young mea

4
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and single. Both are destined to make excellent preachers.
The elder of the two might have becoma more eminent than .
he did become ; but the younger would, ne doubt, in any case,
have greatly outstripped him, as he did nearly all his imme-
diate compeers. We consider them separately.

109. Mr ‘Wyatt Chamberlayne was the Elder, whose name
has beenincidentally mentioned in the earlier part of this ‘
® yolume. He was the brother of Israel Chamberlayne, whose
-;acquaintance the reader has already made, and who had been
appointed to the St. Lawrence Circuit the year Defore.
 Wyatt was the older of the two brothers. TIsrael was only
eighteen when he ‘was called out, Wyatt was twenty-eight.
The old Journals of the Conference say of him at the time of-
* his reception on trial—¢ Six years in religion, good gifts,
> and acceptable.” We have said they were brought up in
Unadilla County, N. Y., near a river bearing that beautiful
Indian name. We glean an incident relating to the family
from the journal of the Rev. W. Colbert, the apostle of Meth-
odism in those parts: “Sunday, 17th.  This morning. we
had a very happy time in the Lovefeast. "The fuends\
. were short and hvely in -their speeches. . After Love-feast,
for want of room, we took the congregation into a meadow,
" where, under two sycamore trees, I preached with a degree
of satisfaction.” Brother Whlte spoke after me. Brotbers
Kernaghan and Osbor exhorted. I baptized an aged woman
and two others by sprinkling, administered the Lord’s Supper,
and then baptized Wyatt Chamberlayne, by “immersion, in
~the Butternut Creek. I trugt this day’s labor has not been
in vain in the Lord.” ThIS was the elder “Wyaut,” t"e
father of the two young men. :
110. The youth thus introduced to ‘us ‘adaéted to the
posmon of a preacher on trial in the travelmw ministry, in
1814, six years after hIS conversion, and one year after Ius

.
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]uniorq brother 'arrived at the same position. rie wasappointed
his first year to the Bridgewater Cu'cult, with the veteran\ -

Elisha Bibbins. Dr. Peck says, ¢ The - Circuit was larve,
and the preachers labored earnestly and ably for the good of

" the people. Hopbottom was famous for the spirituality and

zeal of its membership. This was the centre of the Circuit
and gave tone to the whole. Some of the meetings to the

eye of an outsider, were scenes of confusion. There was

much of holy zeal there, but a -little mixed with sométhing

like fanaticism. The jumping spirit was often witnessed in
the Hopbottom Society, and some of the best members, male -
~and female, were occasionally under its influence. When
- much excited they would commence moving up and down,

apparently without effort or a ‘knowledge of what they were

“doing. The movement was perfectly graceful and yet evi-

dently unstudied. It was one of the phenomena which
attended the great religious excltements of early Methodism.”
But they seem to have jumped that year to some purpose, for.

,there wags a nett increasc at tne end of it of 120 members.

111. Yet the material comforts in it could not have been
very great, if the following picture of it, five years laters
from the pen of Dr. Peck, had any foundation in reality.
1819, this. year the preackers on the Bridgewater Circuit

. were George Peck and Edward Paine. “T regarded this Cir-, ]

cuit with a sort of horror, and made only one “request of the’
Presiding Elder, and that was not to be Z:}pemted to Bridg-

- .water Circuit. When the appointments were read off I felt

badly whipped. Brother/ Pam{ 'Was in raptures, and took me
in his arms and laughed hea1t11y - Father Kimberlin seemed

~ to dehorht in torturing me. <O Georve exclaimed he, ‘you

will starve to death; they will feed you on sorel pie.’ The

~ young wife to whom Georg_e had been but a few weeks married

L0
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had not been used to living on ¢ sorel ple, and what should
be done with her? I returned from the Conference with a -
heavy heart.” '

112: The next year, (1815,) the one before this of which
we are writing, Mr. Chamberlayne was sent to Lycoming
with a senior colleaguc, but we get no particulars of the -

- year’slabors. At tlie cnsuino' Conference he received deacon’s-
order and is put, as we have seen, in charge of the long,

. ramblm and laborious St. Lawrence Circuit. The reader

may wish to know what he was like. In person Mr. Cham-
- bérlayne was tall, stralght, trim-built, symmetrical, sinewy, and
‘well proportioned, with head erect. Those who like a very
dark skin, would have pronotmced him ]nndsome. Such was
our ﬁnt stranger, :

113. The second the wnter never saw, and he will there- .

.. fore have to draw on the descrlpnons of others. Qur notice

- of him -will be a 'compilation ‘and as this was his first and
- last appomtment in connection with Canada, we shall dlspose g
of his h1§tory in one draft. -

114. “He was born/m Florida, Montaomery County, N. Y.
" He was converted to God, September, 1812, ‘when eighteen
years of age. In three months he was preaching the Gospel
with Zgreat fervor. e was employed as a supply,. by Rev.

_Charles Giles, P. K., and in the year 1816,” (the year of
_which we write ) “ he was admitted into the old Genesee Con-
ferémce. - In the first two years of his ministry he often
preached twenty-one times a week. He spent a:few months
in Canada”—only nominally so—«but the climate was too
sevdre for his health.” But we turn from dry details to
~grabify the reader by presenting some reminiscences of him -
from the graphic pen of Dr. G. Pcck to whom We arc so often :
under obh;:atlons.
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~ 115. “Rev. John Dempster, D. D. In the month of
Scptember, 1812, a Camp-meeting was held in Deerfield, Her-
kimer County, N. Y., by the Rev. Wm. Case, Preeiding Elder
of the Oneida District, Genesee Conference. The meeting
was, by some, cousidered a failure, no one having been con-
verted on the occasion excepting a young tin pedlar” He
was awakened under a sermon preached by-the Rev. Charles
~ Giles, who was then laboring upon an adjoining circuit, and
is now a superanuated member of the Black River Conference. .
- The young man was somewhat fancifully dressed, wearing a
ruffled shirt, and rather eccentric in his manners. “His name
was John Dempster. His father came to this country as one
of Mr. Wesley’s missionaries, but finally united with the
“Presbyterian Church. When the young man was awakened
he sought retirement, and poured out his prayers and tears
before God. The next morning he showed himself, and his
language was, ¢ God has converted n§y- soul.” He had lain
- all night concealed under the brush hedge which - surrounded -
the encimpment ; there he found the pearl of great price.

"116. “ Few in Methodist circles knew anything about the
- *tin pedlar,’ and some thought but little of Lis conversion
at first ; but he soon began to report himself at ail the meet-
“ings within his reach, and it was not long before it was evident, -
his foccupation was gone,” and he was likely to have other
wares to offer to the people than tin dishes. .~ .

117, «I first saw him at a Camp-meeting in Meriden, in
dhe summer of 18137 He was in a perfect flame every mo-
ment, and when he was not speaking to some one on the sub-
fect of religion was breathing out prayer, or weeping and
sighing over the perilous condition of sinners. A sonof an . °

 old preacher was constantly cavilling and disputing in the style
~ of a skeptic.. ,Demgster engaged him, and soon overwhelmed
AN , .

;. 0
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lnm with arguments and warningg, and ﬁnally put him to -

flight, and little more was heard of him till he was rolling on
the straw in a tent and roaring for mercy. The young
stranger prayed in a Prayer-meeting in our Society-tent, with

- great power. ¢ That boy,” said my precious mother, ‘Wll]-'

make a preacher.’

118. «In the Fall of 1815 young Dempster came to my R

father’s house in Hamilton, Madison - County, N. Y., and
preached a powerful sermon. A gay young woman was
awakened under the sermon, and was converted before the

- meeting was closed. Dempster was then employed by the

~ Rév. Charles Glles, who was Presiding Eider of the Oneida
Distlrict, in preaching on some vacant territory wkich lay
between the Oneida and Chenango Districts. His horse had
strayed away, and he was travelling on foot. The ground was

partially frozen, the roads excessively muddy, and he was =

poorly shod. I followed him to several of his appomtments,
like him on foot, but better guarded against the wet and the
cold. His discourses were marked by pathos and an impas-
~ sioned natural eloquence which were overwhelming: Those
‘who never listened to his earlier sermons can have but little

idea of them. Instead of the hard words ‘and metaphysical )

distinctions which abounded in his discourses of later years,
his thoughts were clothed in simple language, but came flowing
from’ the inmost depths of a soul itself in combustion.

119. “His first' Circuit” (the St. Lawrence) « was a vast
field, most of it a wilderness. During the. cold season his
horse broke down, and he went on to Lis appointments on foot,

His boots gave out, but he went cn still, his feet constantb(v '

.wet with snow-water ; nothing daunted, he must meet hi
_appointments. His soul blazed while his poor body shlvered
and withered under h“rdsmps too terr‘ble for humamty to

~

e
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endure. Tt is not surprising that the next Conference found
him in a broken-down condition, His next appointment was
Paris, an important station, though one which required- little
© but Sabbath labor. The appointment was regarded by some

" of the old preachers as a oubtful experiment, but it was a
decided success.

120. « The literary life and labors of Mr. Dempster beganf’#
at this point of his history. He had judged thata knowledge' -
of English grammar was important, but he had devoted only
a little time to the study, on horseback, while travelling the -
St. Lawrence Circuit. With the slender- knowledge he then
had of English. he commenced the study of Latin and Greek,

and made actual progress, although he had little a1d in the |
way of instruction. ‘

121. < In 1818 the class was exammed under the then
new rule requiring an exammatlon in certain literary studies
prior to reception into Conference. It is my impression that

it was the first class that had been examined in the Genesee
Conference under thab ruIe, the course of study not having
been ordered till 1817. The exammatwn was smgular enough.
The examiners were Blshopn Roberts, _,and the Presiding
Elders. The questions were few and of the most general - -
character. Instead of being severely pressed on every branch,
as at least some of us expected to be, we had no fair chance to
show ‘what we could do, No -one was pronounced deficient,
- and continued on trial for that reason. The examination-
* however, showed Dempster to possess an mtellect altovether
his own. . '

Y

~ 122. % When the Conference came to act upon the case‘of .

my frlcnd a question was raised on his health, which brought

ona stted debate. 'The result was that he was COntmued -
~on trial, That year he was appomted to Watettown, another
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o Amportant statmn, where a8 he had done the preoedmo yeaf, ‘
“he aquitted himself maufully

128. «1n 1819 when the case of' Dempster came up the'-
debate was renewed on the- question of his health, and it was
not until one of his special friends came forward and offered

- to be security that he would never be a claimant on the fands
“of the Conference, that he was recewed These were, no

. doubt, trying scenes to the high spirit of the young man,‘-, .
butiti is believed he ‘bore the trial without a murmur, '

S 124 “Mr/Dempster was earnesﬂy prosecuting the study
of Greck and Latin, and, although he labored under many |
dxsadvantages, he made rapid progress. For several years:

in succession he had appointments which gave him time for

atudy, and also afforded him opportumtles for receiving some
_aid in grappling with the difficulties in the study of the dead

~ languages.  During these years he read through the Greek
- and Roman Classics, and the Hebrew Bible, besides devoting
- considerable attention to history and philosophy. It was a

disadvantage to him through life that he entered with so much
zeal into the study of Aforeign languages before he had been -
thoroughly grounded in the vernacular tongue. He sometimes

- drew into his style foreign idioms, and used Latin words

which made hns sentences obscure, and ‘gave his discourses -
and even his conversations, an air of affectation. But his

" thoughts possessed so miuch vital force, and were character- ’
~ized by so much- onglnahty, that- they neither lost their-

‘interest nor were they wholly obscured by-these imperfections. . |
He was an effective speaker, and his sermons were often
attended with overwhelming power, -

125. « The period of his Tost powerful pnlpxt eﬁ‘orts was
probably that of holdipg _the office of Presiding Elder. His
Quarbarly Meetmgs were crowded, and were aeasonﬁ of great




o interest. He seldom preached but once on those oeoasions,

. snd then he preached what umversal]y paesed for a ¢ great ser-
. mon.’ His extraordinary qualities not only showed them-

~ selves in the pulpit, but also-in the Love-feast and in the

Prayer-meeting. = His testimonies in' the one, and his prayers
~ in the other, were expressed in the same vigdrous language
and carnest gpirit which characterized %is sermons. *The

o Quarterly Meetings were no common-place : occasions. The

~ people rushed to them with a will, and they were often sca-

sons of great power, and were crowned with the salvation of

souls. ‘Great revivals often attended and followed' those
occasions. In those days protracted meetings were at the
flood-tide of success, and his Dlstncts shared largely in their
great results 2 i \ :

\

'126. The. North Westem Clirzman Advocate says of him :

" «He early adopted & method of life, and to that method he
rigidly adhered. He filled important positions in his Confer-
ence. Ile was nearly eight years Presiding Elder on the
Cayuga and Black River Districts. .The labors. of the latter

. were 80 exhaustive as to break down his health, and compel

-~ him to seek reliefin a resxdence at San Angustm, where bé

, spentapornon of the autumn of 1835,and the winter of 1835-6
~ returning in time to discharge his duties as delegate in- the
Genoral Conference of 1836, meeting in Cmcxnatt:,

127. «He participated in *he ‘General Conferences of
1828, ’32, '36, '40, 48, '56, and ’60, and was chosen’ by a
large vote to represent his . Conference in that body in 1864, .
. and had given careful attention . to questions arising for',

_consideration. . He gave himeelf for a time to the Missionary B |

~ work: abroad, laboring in South America, landing at Monte
. Video, on the Chnstmas of 1836, and at Buenos Ayres the
Wednesday followmg, where he remamed gix years, returmng




ad mtmm to attend the General Conferenoe of 1840,
wlnch he had been. chosen in his abaence. He. returned to

__ this conntry with his family in July, 1842 and was resulent e
- in:New York until Jnne, 1845 . '

128 Dr Peck remarks of him: “After he returned from

Soqth America -the _charaoter of his pulpit. efforts seemed;,
~ semewhat’ changgd. " He hardly had his original" unction. -

His sermons were never failures ; more often strong and

effective efforts, but they wére more metaphysical and elabo- - - -
- rate. They wanted some of the freedom and pathos which

- of yore gave him’ such a mlghty hold of the people '

" 129, “A great-idea had wnnderfnl power over the mind
‘of Dr. Dempster. In some instances it so darried him away
‘that his reasonings and plans seemed almost like the halluci.

- nations of insanity. If, however, he was mad, the:e was
. method in his madness, and there was umfonmty and perse
verance in it. He never vacilated, he was never fickle—he

' was as mear. xmmntablhty in his plans and purposes as hu. -
manity could be. The idea of Biblical schools was one of
“his favorite ideas. He pursued this idea with steadiness
quite his own. -His plan was to establxsh one such school in
the East, and one in the West,and a: third on the. Pamﬁo
~Coast. He persevered through great difficulties, and con«
summated two of his favorite schemes, and’was upon the eve
of undertaking the last, when death put an end to his' labors.

130, “Dr. Dempster was ‘a man of posmve elements of
character. He had a vigorous intellect. He easily grasped
geceralities and reached tho results of a principle. His per-
_ception was keen and discriminating. "He had a strong will "
" His tenacity in some cases looked like obstmacy. but it cannot
% . besaid that he ever settled on'a plan ofaction hastily. When |
4 bis mind became resolved, it was after patient, and perhaps,
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, pmfnl gtndy and reﬂeohon, and when he beeame ﬁxed he o
was xmmovable 28 a-mountain, Hxs persevemnee was exem a

. lary He never tued. o .

181, «He was aman of great faxth. He had falth in )

God, faith in man, faith in philosophy. - His faith was opera. ‘-

o tive. It was of a working, practical character. - He- was s

- man of ‘prayer. All he did. was sanctified by prayer. He' |

- ,-prayed without ‘ceasing. - He was Bmphatxcally a godly man.
~ His rehglon was enlightened and - earnest. He had a fined-
- conscienece. . He did nothing which he eonsxdered positively - .
) ‘wrong or doubiful. “He wasa good man, and full of faith -
“and ﬂlgz Holy (%hosbﬂ' He was a_ great man, a pnnoe in

Israel, whobemadead,wxll long continue to speak.”’ B

13" This remarkable man termmated lns career towards

the close of the year 1863. - His-death was occasioned byhis o

~ constitution failing to sustain the shock of a surgical opera-

‘tion £o'remove a painful tumor, under the inconvenience of

which he had labored for years. This operation he submitted

. ~to as a precautionary.measure before setting out for California

* where hé expectéd to establish a third ‘Biblical. Institute..
'His death was peaceful. Such was the character, such the

" career, and such the end of the sickly, snﬂ'ermg yonth ‘who

" puffeted with the hyperborean storms of the winter of 1816-17, - -

~ on the ‘toilsome St. Lawrence Circuit. Thus we see how, in

the Providence of God, men were trained, not only as preach-- A

_ | ers, but to be the Tbeologxeal and Biblical Educators of the
 rising denomination. '~ Mr. Case’s admiration for Dempster‘f

was *unbounded

133, In passmg on downwards to the Ottawa Cn'cmt, we
~ encounter the name, as a regular itinerant preacher, of one
(SN .
~ whose acquamtance we ma&e in' the precedmo \vokxme who,
_ itistrue, then,,ltmerated, and thhgood eﬂ'eet, butnot at the in.

\
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‘staneeof Confarenae, or Presx&ing‘Elder, butnnder themxlitary
suthorities—we refer to the predching oldier, George Fergn- o

: “gon. -We haye seen that by the kindness of friends in Upper--f :
.. and Liower’ Canads, he had obtained a discharge, May 16th,

'1816. The Montreal Quarterly Meeting recommended him

" .'to the Genesee Conference to be received on trial for the
.. ministry.  The Paris Session of that Conference, June 16th, ,
of that year, acted on that ‘recommendation, and appomted .

. kim to the Ottaws, of which' appointment he received in-
" formation from the lips of the preacher appointed to Montreal, -

the Rev. Wm. Brown. The principal appointment on the

N Cireuit to which he was sent was only.about thirty miles from |
" the city, nevertheless to equip himself for the itinerancy, and
~ 'to‘transport his. family there, was a formidable undertaking

'with the means at his disposal. ‘But God appeared for him, .
and raised him up friends: the heavenly-minded Maitland

" McCracken left a twenty dollar note in his hand, while shaking
" bands with him, and-cthers rendered him assistance; yet it

was not till the 15th of Anoust that he removed to lns
\aypomted field of labor, =

\134 ~ After his afrival on his Circuit he found plenty of'
oecastor exercising the self-denial and endurance he had

~ learned ‘in the school of lmrdshlp in which he had been |
trained. He was sometimes in great straits both for food &

and clothes; but he had the effcetive sympathy and care of -

- his kmd—bearted Presiding Elder, the Rev. Wm. Case. Once

he took his protege, unexpectedly, a’ qumtal of codfish in his
cutter from Montreal, which proved a most timely and muchi‘
needed supply. At another time, observing that Ferguson’s
panta]oons were nearly worn out, he called bis attention to

" the subject by saying: ¢ George, you very much need a new

pair’of trousers, let. us make it a sqb;ect of prayer;” and
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kneelmg down be asked the mterposmon of the Masl:er in
" behalf of the needy helper, and a kind Providence soon far-
- mshed the much-needed garment. The writer would like. -
" to have given ‘these particulars with verbal accuracy, from
_the pen of Mr. Ferguson hiself, but his' MS. journal has
~ been withdrewn. from bim. . We ‘may hopeto lmve them* ’
. inhis: forthcommg memon'.

'qQ WA e

'._ ; 135 He fonnd the societies rather low, as the result of the
~long vacancy of pastoral attention between his predecesors'
- leavmg and his. own arrival, which must have been the best
part. .of three months. This was the resnlt of the long dis-
tances the preachers in those days had to travel to. Conference, a
B and the slow horse-back method - of accomphshmg it. The
. sccieties were also in a poor dxselphnary state But Ferguson
- knew the value of system, and began to glve augury of that - .
~ strictness in discipline which was to combine itself with his
. revival power and efforts in all his after life—two attributes
- these which are too seldom found in the same person ; but they -
* constitute a combination as necessary as it is rare. ~ He began -
‘to read, expound, ‘and . enforce the discipline in. every neigh-
“borhood ; and he soon' found, as every faithful minister will,
- that the ‘pruning of the eeclesxashcal tree contributed to its _
.~ growth and fruitfalness. - He also observed the discipline him- . L
: self by “ going into every house in order,” warning and pray- -~
- ing with them. In one case a wicked father, against theen- - -
 treaties of his family, refused him the privilege of praying in "
his house; but Ferguson meekly, yet fearlessly, went out and
~ kneeled on the door-steps and most earnestly. besought the -
 blessing of God on that household. : After the preacher was
- gone, the family remonstrate& mth ils obstinate head, and
§  bewas induced to invite Mr: F., on his periodical return, to_ -
come aud [ them, Thnt honse became one of the prcach- .

.-;/.
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. g in Mofitreal a soldier, like himself, by the name of Peal,

~ whoslse preaohed the Grospel, to whom he was much attached: -
. _l‘here wers some resemblances between theee two men, and
. some dissimilasities. 'They were boﬁx men of small statnre--, N

~and both entered the ministry in Canada; but here ‘the re-
. semblance ends. Ferguson was Irish, Peaf“was English;
- Ferguson’s was i not an inferior mind, Peal was above medioc-

. bought out of the. army by the Canadian people. "

" ‘mature * deliberation, we are now inclined to think the.
'~ latter. Be that as it may, it is. certain that he Iabored-
" on the Circuit for a wlnle, for his habits of vxsxtmg we're de-
. tailed to the writer by some of the senior friends in after

er’s etoppmg-plaoee, and ab. length the man hmself ,)omed :

136 Mr. Fergusou in lus MS Joumal mentxons lusmeet-'

‘both: zealous for God and sonls-—both bad 'been in the army— -~

rity; Fergnson had received but a slender education, Peal
had enjeyed a 800‘3 one; Fergusou had served only in Britain .

“and Canada} Peal hadbeen in the Coutinental Wars aswell; - [
‘Fergoson never rose from the ranks; Peal was a non-commis- -

sioned officer. We thmk Peal like Ferguson, had: been also )  ,

137. Alt.haagh Mr. Feguson does not meution. 1t in his

o 3oumal yet the wnter learned from the Ottawa people that - W
- they were both on- the Circuit together for' a season; but
. whether it was the bqgtnnmo or close of Mr.: Eer«ruson s nme, o

g are not ptepa.red to say. After’ farther information and

years, when it came to his turn to labor on that Circuit. We

are inclined to think that Peal was especially employed in-
* developing. the upper end of the Circuit, but whether in
' connection: with Chamberlayne or Ferguson we are not at -

tlus ‘moment prepared to say. (Subsequent. information |

makes it certain he-was- not w1tb Chamberlayne.} The fol’f_ -
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f ‘_,""hwing mmp!e iﬁéideut detailed to- the wnter by old Mrs.’_ |

~ Waldron, of La Chate, is eonﬁrmatory of this opinion. Mr. "

'P. reconnting to a ‘pious old lady, some relative of Mrs. W’s,
. the. ‘adventurous incidents of a pioneering. tour up the river, .
" and dmnbmrv the salt junk of formidable  texture on which

he dined on one occasxou, he was asked by her, < Ead you no

L gass, (sauoe) Brother Peale 77 ¢ Yes, plenty, was his cheer-
. fal mponse “What was it 2 said the old lady. Elevatmg:f
his voice to make her hear, he respondeé : “ Why, the love of -

" God, grandmam I""~ Brother Peal’ good “ sass” beoame pro-.
o verbxal with her ever.after. -

138, That Fergnson and Peal were fo¥' a txme, at least, on |

the Ottiwa together, is confirmed by tﬂe following singular

\ |  incident, illustrative of the men and their solicitudes, There - -
. isa beautifal tract of land in the nexghberhood of La Chute,

. on the North River, whleh falls into the Ottawa. at St. An-_" .
drew’s. ‘This tract was ongmally settled on by ‘an interesting
class of people from the United States, from among whoma
large and prosperous Socxety was raised up by the labors of a

- 8awyer, a Perry, a Morris; a Madden, a “Holmes, a Luckey,_ A

and others of the early Iaboreré ‘But a succession of blight-
- ing frosts had caused such a failare in the erops, prior to thg

time to. whicb we refer, that one faxmly after another had le’t, - o

~ and sought a home in more gemal climates, till the Society was

not only much reduced in numbers, bat especlally very few" .

_ homes werc left to shelter the hapless itinerant in a place

which ‘bad always been consid-red “head-qnarters” on.the .
Circuit ; and the ocoupant of the: principal one of the few . -
~ remaining - ¢ lodging-places for way-fanng men,” “Father

W aldron,” a8 he was called by his’ fmends, had also resolved -
vtoleave ‘The two preachers were spendmg a night under
- his hospxta’ole roof : ‘but the avowed intention of their host

sl to leave the conntry had made them sad they dxd then' nt-
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3 . B N ‘most topersnade him to stay, setting before him the evxl thatt
- would result to the caute if he left, and the consoquent. goo& ,

i “'he would be the means of doing if he remained. When the

i~ hour of family devotion ‘arrived, both of the preachers, one
L “after the other, engaged in prayer, and madé the subject W
P wlnch lay-mear their hearts ground of earnest supphcatmn. S

" . Fergusoii pra.yed first, and earnestly sought the Lord to pre-

;. Peal subjoined the expressive response, “ Hedge him ‘up,
- mighty God!” And when his tarn came to plead in prayer, -

" he told the Lord they could not afford to part ‘with Brother

B Waldron—besought Him to induce his servant to stay—-—and
. toreward him- for so doing with an abundant crop., Heenu

" and rye, and’ oats, and pease, and barley, &c., mxght be abund-

' Preacher, “Oh,” said Peal “I forgot thc onions !” o

- 139. Mr. Fcrguson had received mtxmatlon from the Pre-
- siding Elder, an officer whose advice was usually taken by the .
Bishop in dnstnbntmg the preachers in appropriate smtlons ,

" veut Brother Waldron' from going away. To each petxtmn, o

~merated every kind of produce he: could think of by name,'.‘:f:'j;" )
~ and prayed that Brother W’s hay, and potatoes, and wheat, - f

- ant, "Mr. W. was induced to stay another year; and by s R o
- very remarkable coincidence with Mr. Peal’s request, hehad
. an abundant erop. the following season, in field and garden, . i
- excepting onions. ‘When. this- fact was mentloned to the . B

o ~that he would at the ensuing Conference be removed up the

country among the friends whose acquaintance he had formed
np in the mnter, and hls little effects were sent, while the
~ Lawrence; ‘and he and his-family stopped about améng the

o

L to sxtm Ehzabethtown, U C

) in the war-time. Acoordmcly his house-keepmg was broken
: sleighing lasted, across from the Ottawa River to the St.

. people till the eve of the ‘approaching Conference, Whﬁhm ‘ _- o
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) >140.'_'_A"hd_wl-\eﬁf the ‘time came for Igavibé for that Convo- g
diion, ‘;}rs't_}'gattgndance, on which would be a great event to
- oneso ardent in his attachment to his fellow-laborers, a kind- .

. ‘hem_'teidﬂbrother,‘ by thie name of Weldon, of Longeuil, after- -

 wards the father-in-law of an itinerant preacher, escorted them s
acroes the Alentijo—the Glengarry county. - Mr. M. took his

~ two horses; riding one himself ;. on the other he placed Mrs, -

- Ferguson, while Mr. F. rode his own horse. The child, or
children, were carried in arms by the party. . In this way™
- they joarneyed until the reached they hospitable domicile of
. Mr. John Bailey, at .Moulinette. Here they Tested a time
afterthelr tuils; and'Mr. Weldon returned to his home.

<141, After a few days repose, a waggon was hired to carry -

. the family and_effects to ' the “seat. of the Cbnférence,»,g few
miles west of Brockville. This: journey, which might now be _
accomplished in less than three hours, took them as many days,

. on the evening of every one‘of which Mr. Ferguson preached

‘to extemporised congregations—twice in taverns, and oncein "
the Johnstown Court House, three miles east of Prescott,

- long since demolished.  Such were the ‘hardships endured,

- and such the watchful eddeavor to do good by the preachers
in that day ; but we have reason to believe their labor was not
in vain for the Lord. = For reasons to be assigned hereafter, it
. is likely Peal remained in the Ottawa country. - g

142. The ministerial supply for the American section of - =

- Methodism, in the city of Montreal was, as the reader has
incidentally learned already, the Rev.”Wm. Brown, then on
of the most faultless speakers among the - preachers of indige-
nous growth. The lamentable effects of division and rivalry
were keenly felt by this peace-loving man, as he assured the
. writer i after years. He was successful in keeping the little
 flock entrusted to him together, with the addition of barely
“one. It was not, however, a lost opportunity to himself; the

‘\ .
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it aﬁ»rded loft a favourable impress' on the mind and
~maxmers of Mr. Brown _for the rest of hfe. ‘We mustnow '

'pass to the border Cn'cmts . .

- 143, Thaappomteato Stanseead theBev BeaJmmSzbm
hndbeen in the mxmatryaxx yea.rs-—havmgbeen ‘reeeived on

E trial in 1810—and had been in elders’ orders two years. Hul_' :  ,."

- Ci"cmtshad beenveryrespeotable and his colle o
‘the - worthies of the New  England Conferesee. He ‘had

- iabored on the Salsbury; New London, Prmdenee, Tolland,

and Ashbarnbam Circuits. Of the last one he had the super-

- iatendency. . All whoremember him in the Stanstead country,
pronounce him to have been a very good man. Mrs (Bev) .

 John Tomkins, a lady of judgment and piety, at whose father’s

" house, a respectable phymcsan, Mr. Sabin used to lodge, pro-

- nounced him excellent, both. in' manners and talents. Thmv
was no increase, however, in the Circuit in his ‘time, accord-

N ing to the Minutes. After leaving Stanstead, he labored three
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- years longer in the itinerdncy on the Tolland, Pomfret, and -

- Warwick Circuits, at the end of which time he became located, . -
~ and we hear no more of him till 1828, when we find him
, holdm,, a place as an itinerant preacher in the Genesee Con-
+ference, in 'Which position we trace him till 1837, when he

was stationed at Lima.. The author thinks be has seen an
obituary of him, ascnbmg to him a good character and faxthw :
faloess till death, bat at present he cannot prodnce it.

" 144. Of Daniel Plumléy, the laborer on  the St. Franeis
.. Circait for this year (1816-17) we have to make a short and
not very pleasing record. He had been received. on trial at
the previous session of the New England,Conference. We
have no particulars of his’ labors in his Cauada Cireuit, ex- -
“epting. that the Minutes indicate that he ‘had a nett gamof L

thwtymembersnn his charge. Durmg themumgfon:_f -

.
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years of his itinerant life, he was. always in obarge, on fuch
- Cireuits as Tuftonborough, Stratford, and Landaff, all in the
New Hampshire Dlstnct. But we bave mdicatxon that all
. Wad niot quite as it sbould be, by -his admission into fall cons
nexion and ordination ‘as a deacon being delayed one year®.

~ after the usual time. ‘And, instead of being admitted o
. elders’ ordérs in 1821, as we might have expected, alas, for
" the fraility of human natnre! e was at the Conference of that
~ year returned «ezpelled.” The causes and eonsequancesof

- this act of discipline, we have never. learned.

145. The state and operations of the British brethren a.nd
~ the amount of success which they enjoyed we have ample and
suthentio materials for illustrating. Under the previons
 year, wo.showed by the Rev. Mr. Strong, that Mr. De Putron,
who was a native of the Channel-Islands, whose vernacular

was French, who arrived in Montreal in the month of June,

1816 'We now furnish a letter from Mr. De Patron himself,
- addressed to the “Lommxttee "dated Montreal Nov. 1816 :—

146, «Fathers in the Lord, fourteen months lmve now

- elapsed since I left your highly-favoured shores to preach the
- Grospel on this Contment. As ouf passage across the Atlagtie

was long and very rough, I could not reach the place of my
appointment before last, June. Fifteen days afier my arrival
- at Quebec I was requested to come to this town, as Brother
" Strong was going to Prince Edward's Island. I complied.”

After making reference to Rev. Mr. Bennett’s severe afflice " :

- tion and mercxful recovery, he continues, as follows: .-

- 147. «1 have now praached in French four months; many
have heard the words of life: butit may be painfully inquired,
‘Who hath believed our report? The i ignorance, bigotry,

~and prejudice of the Canadians are far too great for me to
descnbe. Bom and brouaht up in darkness, they love and
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sherish it. 'The great doctnncs of the Gospel, such as s Justl-

+“"Latin Mass, &. The churches are- richly ornamented, the ’
. priests numerous, the splendor great: but alas! the Spirit is
- therea stranger, and the power of grace unknown. o

148.« All the doctnnes cf the Chnrch of Romeatezeal- o

gerous book, the reading of which is. posxhvely forbidden. 1If

~ the priests know any house in which there'is ore, they give
. the people ng'rest until they give itup. If they bave forti- -

tude enough to keep it, they are deprived.of the privileges of .
chaurch ; if they comply, the precious book is generally -

T4 been consumed by these prejended dxsclples of Christ. The
" poor heathens cry for Bibles, and these pretended Christiazs

~Biblein his possession ; or has ever seen one, unlef it were o
- inthe ehurch, and then could he ha.ve read it he has 10 ad-
cesstoit.. . AT v :

149. «The xelatmn of a few facts will throw hght on tlusA

~heads round his neck, I asked him what he did thh them,
~ He answered, ¢ "To pray upon.’ Lthen requested him to take °
- ‘them off, and show me how hedid it; he complied, and began to
- mutter words with great vollubxlxty.- Suddenly stoppmg lnm, I
asked him the mea,nmg of. the last word he uttered

~ fication by Faith, the ‘Witness of‘ the Spirit, commumon with L
God, &ec., are not only unknown to them, but considered as
* falge and dangerous. For these great truths is substituted

. ously mculcated, and whosoever pteaches Jesus Christ is
~ branded with the usual epithetof heretic; and carefully avoided
by all good Catholies.  The Bible is considered a very dan-

i:hrcwn into the fire.” Yes, copies of the Bible have frequently

E destroy them whenever it is in their power ; so thatit may be | ' 5
effirmed that not oné Canadian in a hundred has everhad a 5 J§

aubject. Bemg in the gountry ‘some time ago, a poor man :,- )
~ came where I was, o beg.’ Perceiving he had a string of -




 head hositated some time, he confessed he did “not know.
This is a common case; for as they are tauglt to pray in
 Latin, they speak without undétst?ghding what they say.
150, «A ‘poor_woman, with ‘whom I am  acquainted, re, -

. seived a Biblefrom a friend. and having read it with plessure

 for some time, she lont it to & neighbor, who was quite de-

" lighted with it, and would not retarn it till she had read it -

 through,  She said that she had not known beore how the

o “world was created.

- 151, «T have frequently asked. them how they e#péetgd to B
-be saved, but never received a scriptural answer. ~ Manyhave

- _confessed they did not know ; others that. confession. to, and

absolution from, the priest would -@&. When God removes

~the candlestick out of a Church, how awful ‘are the comse-
quences . - God grant it may never be our case. JE
152, « :[n_ times of danger they havqéseldgm recourse to the -

Saviour of men. The Virgin Mary, Saints, holy water, &, -
are their’ saviours. When thunder shakes our country, the

-

holy water, which is carefully kept in the house for that pur. =~

pose, is recurred to, and sprinkled on the people, furnitare,

&o., and is considered a sufficient’ preventative against .

 lightning. o | DR
" 153. « You may now, Reverend ‘Fathers, form some idea .
of the present state of 'the'Canadggi_’;-s; -and wit:h us, you no" '
 doubt conclude, that it is awful indeed. Yet, blessed be God, -
~ we are not without hope. - Though darkness covers the Jand
we have a few cheering rays of light; and though the priésts .
*"use all their influence to prevent their people from attending
- on thé~:,ppeaching of the Gospel, yet some are found who' de-

S spise their anathemas; and though not in very great numbers,

o yet come under the sound of the Sacred Word of Life. =
I have spoken to forty, fifty, and sometimes a hundred of

B ‘/ N . .' ) ) _’A /. -

/ o
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- them, many of whom were very attentive, Our dootnnes ate .
qulte new to them, havmg never heard them before. .

. 154, % Many have bought Testaments “and read " them
through with great avidity. This gives us some encourage-
.~ ment to hope that He, it whose hands we are, who keeps the
times and seasons, will soon commence a. glorious-work; until
. the nmversal cry is heard, ‘Babylon &‘he Great xefallenl’” :

155; The following letter, dated Montreal, 14th Decem-
ber, 1816, from Mr. Hick, to the Rev. Joseph Benson, will
explain mere in detail some things which have been’ only
hinted at, or mentionéd in a summary way, and also shed

-light on. the operations of the British Missionaries for the' -
eeclesxastloal year of whxch I write:— .

56. “Rev. and Dear Su-,—-The mterest )ou take in the
Mlssmnary cause induces me to a.ddress you at this time,

157. “ The bearer of my letter is Mr. Damel Flsha', a mer-
chant in this place, a well-wisher to the cause of Methodism,
~ and a grand-son of the late Mr. Phlllp Embury, who was the -
first Methodist preacher who unfolded the glorious Gospel of -
our Redeemer in America. .My leaving Prince Edward’s
~ Island was at ‘the request of our valuable Brother Bennegt,
I left the Island on the 17th of Augiist, and arrived here on' -
the 12th of September '.l‘he friends ‘were extremely kind, - ,
: ' nnd we have every prospect of good. :
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158: «Our, brethren, tIenrv and Rxchard Pope, and
James Booth have all arrived safe and well. From whatI
have seen of them, they appear to be men. emmently quahﬁed .
- for the great work in which they are engaged. . The zeal of

:k the Lord possesses their souls, and I have the satisfactiont of .
" ;- Faying, that notwithstanding the short time thev have: been R
i ﬁ in Canada they have“been wefal. -~ .

i

A



msco'rmomms.. R 1

159. « ont’her H and R Pope, prevzonsly to the amval

" of Brother Booth, had heen Iaboring about fifty miles from - .

Montreal. The. places in which they have labored may very. )

~well be attached to Montreal, and will .afford sufficient work

. for two preachers*‘and the friends have come forward with
‘a very urgent ‘request that Brother Booth.may continue in-
this Circuit,-and as it meets the views of the brethren, ho
will contmue with me. »

160, We ‘are. gomo' mto Upper Canada, in or&er to exa
plore some part of thit immense country, that we may fedrn’
what places are most destltute of the meiis of instruction
and salvation ;. and ‘when we retnrn, I will trahsmit either to
yourself, or some of the Committee, an aceouht of ot pro- .
_ceedings-and views, and where our Brethren PoPea are sta—
tioned. . I am, &c., John Hick.” :

~ 161. The reader, before - we' proceed furfhér, will 'Iike o
- learn what became of Mr. John Bass Strong, the first Biiﬁsh
Wesleyan stswnary to Canada, and also somewhat of the
antecedents of the newly-arrived Me.srs William De ’Putron,
Hick, Heory, and Richard Pope, arid Beoth. To this work
' I-shall a&dress myself in the use.of stch scanty materials a8
- have come within my rea.ch Mr. Stronﬂ' contmued in the
" Eastern Provinees till the close of his eﬂ'ectlve mmlstry, and.’
now resides in St. John,. New ansmck an honored
N Supernumerary L

162. The mcompleteness of our sets of referenee books

. prevents us from giving'the early history of the Rev. Richard

-Williams. So soon ag the. needed information is supphed it
shall be furmshed to the ‘reader in some form ; for he was
‘even: then a man of mark, a:ld proved himself a man of worth
to the end of life.. The Rev. J ohn. Borland ‘who is exoellent
' authorrty in this case, says of him: “ He was a man of' strong ¥
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'sense. and equa]ly strong wxlI He could 1!1 brook OPPOSKtIOﬂ, |
~yet when opposed, and suceessfnlly, Jhe yielded with the best
- grace uuder the cmsumstances He was a man of sterling '
- integrity and. unquestionable piety—a man'of God, anda -}
. strongly attached friend.” We hope to have materials for .
- illustrating his hlstory and character more fully fartheron.

- He met with some success in Quebeé «The chapel begunin, = -

- 1816, was opened on'the 20th of April, 1817, the Rev. John"

~ Hick preaching in the  morning, and Mr. lehams in the
- - afternoon,  Congregations good, and collectxons amonntmg\
Ut $200” (Langlois.) .~ (/%

163, Since writing the above, the followmg lettar from :

' the Rev. R. Williams, dated « Quebec, 11th Nov., 1816,” has . -
fallen into my hands, which, though it should have appeared‘ o
- a little earlier, confirms some things ‘before stated, and gives

. some authentic particulars not before possessed. . He says:

IR Throngh the mercy of God, the cause of Christ continues to
prospermtlns city. * * I have the pleasure to inform

- ;you that we have been enabled to raise for our new chapel
- .the large sum of £1,180 Our - -good . friends in Montreal

have qontnbntad of thlS sum £230 18s. 3d. The remamder o

‘has been'colleoted-in Quebec, and £400 of itin our own litle -

_ . society. From this statement it will appear that our Cana- :

. dian members are determined to do-all in their power to pro-. -

mote the pure Gospel of - Christ in this part of the wotld. T

have, however, to inform you, that we have lately been obliged
' to rent a place for the preacher’s ‘residence, at the rate of £24

a year,and in -consequence, therefore, bave been under the -
necessity of procuring a few articles of furniture. I have

- therefore, with the approbation of the preachers, at our late
* meeting in Montreal, drawn upon you for £30 sterling for
“this purpose.  This, together with what we have: done ourselves -

wﬂl prooare suﬂiclent furmture for tlie present, both for Brother
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' De Putrqn"aird myself. This object being mmpliswd, there
single preacher The brethren, Messrs. Henry and "Richard
Pope, appear to be very promising young men mdeed, and
' every way adapted for this new, but fine and agreeable part
of the world. 'May He with whom is the residue of the..

. Spirit pour incessant influences upon the people and upou us
all! Amen and amen!” - .

'164. The Rev. John De Patron w was a natrve of the Island N
of Guernsey, where he was born about the year 1788, and '
was consequently about- 28 years of age when he came to K
- Oanada. He came out almost immediately upon being re-
~ceived on frial for the regular ministry. -He was designed tc
. labor especrally among the French, and we have read from his
own hand some accounts of his. attempts in that direction.
The Rev. Mr.. Borland says, “ His labors were not: successful
among them ; and being - drscouraged by the many obstacles/ -
that arose in his way, he gave himself up to the work among
the people of the townships, with whom he labored- trll 1824.

It has been questioned by many who knew Mr.De Putron )
- well, whether he was aitogether fitted for the work of preach- .
ing to the French Roman Catholics, He unquestionably
lacked the persua.sxve element, which all will admit to be an
‘essential one_in dealing with such a people, and onsucha
subject as the errors of their Church; and theu' need of a -
purer and a more scriptural faith.” - -

. 165. Of Mr. Hick it is said by authority of his sbort oblt-
aary in the Minutes : “Jobn Hick, who was sent as a Mission-
ary to Prince Edward’s Island, in the year 1815, on which
Island, and in the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, he
_‘spent the greater part of his life. He was an amiable man,’

-a faithful friend, a genuine Christian, and an acceptable: and -
 useful minister of the Gospel.”” - Mr. Borland’s tcsumony of o
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lum isas follows; “Mr, onk wag' a fative of Yorkalure R
. ~Eng!and.\ He-was an attractive and persaasive preacher.. In
. manner he was very gentlemanly and conciliatory. . He was
. well read in Wesleyan Theolooy, and therefore, asound and . -
.- safe divine.  He labored in Montreal until the- spring of /- '
/1818 'We shall see’ more of this ln,,hly estimable. and '

" amiable man hereafter. .
. -~ 166. The two brothers Pope were natlves of England. .
They were compact, handsome little" men, wxf.h a physique- - *.
~ truly English. * Mr. Henry Pope still survives, a superau- . ©
“merary, at Dartmouth, near Halifax, Nova-Scotia, from whom -

- we have received the following acoount of lumsc}ﬂland kis_
. brother: I was’ born at Padstow, a small seaport town in
" the County of Cornwall, May 25th, 1789. ~ My .dear mother,
‘who was a very pious woman, dxed when she was scarcely‘
* thirty. She left four children. Thomas was in his sixth”
 year. 1'ias. two years "and ten. months; the other twb,
Rloﬁard and- John, who “were twins, were ten months old.
— Her Tast praye: was that we-all might be born again. The,
first Ifk in the chais which led me to Chnst, was the pnrchase R
- of the Saint’s Rest from ahawker Rlchard and John'soon
~ “becarpe subJects of a gr@,clous work, and a youno half- brother,- -
“Wm. Pope. Mr, “Wm. Bart. (afterwar&s ‘a missiopary in
Canada)a young man who lived -with us, after a few months - .
- joined us. - » Affer a year I was appointed 2 leader" of this'-. -
class,and’ ma.ny of our newhbors Jomed us. The work cen- -,
\tmued to: revive,- and many souls were benefited.. A room - _‘ '
‘ was ~prov1ded in the village lmmedlately, and subsequently a
nea.t “lidtle. chapel. " It was in the room alluded to, in April,
© 1812, that T first occupled the sacred desk.. In the. year .
1814, I was ‘accepted by the English Conférence, and appoint ted.
to the- ngsbndge Cirenit. At the Conference of  1815;
myself, my brother Richard, and James Booth were appointed .

-
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© toOmads. Wo bad u tedious nd boiserous pussoge of 55
. days.. On Sunday evening, 20th Oct., 1816, we arrived at
Quebeo.” - o o Sy e
- 167. Of Mr. Richard Pope, his Conference obituary very =
~ briefly says, « He ivaé"c‘onvé‘rudto%de’"in_'egr'Iy"lif_e,.dndT_ o
entered on the Missionary work in 1816, the sctive duties of . .
" which Be continued to discharge with diligence and fidelity for -
- upwards of thirteen years. The extent of his labors, and the -
~* ardency of his_zeal, during the first yoars of his itineraney,” - .
- ,ina newly settled country; laid the foundation of a complaint, = |
which ultimately compelled him to become a supernumerary. = =
.- Inevery.Circuit in which he labored his sincere and fervent . - -
ety prosursd orhim the espect and afnion of ho pagiy
- and God sucoeeded his endeavors by his effeotual blessing, He
-died in peace in Qaebee, on 2nd of September, 1832 M. o
~~ Pope was a victim of the first cholera. ' Though we have
* spoken of his death, we shall see more of kis'life asud labogs: .
. 168. The British - Minutes for 1854 give a very brief -
obituarymotice of the Rev. James Booth, ‘which contains no -
~ “reference'to his early life, conversion, or. labors as aocal ke
-~ -preacher, before his entrance on the Missionary work in
Q. 1816, Thisisan omission to be regretted, as he hadattrined o

 the matare age of thirty-five before entering the itimerant =
- ministry—his ripe experience and preaching *talent overs L.
_coming the’ usu objections to receiving ‘married men. !E_[e ,
was, we believe, -a native of Yorkshire ;-and was himself a
‘pleasing  example of the lively’ type of Methodism: that
 charasterizes that-county.  He may be pronounced to have

“beet gifted, fetvent, laborions. o
. 169. How Mr. Hick and his colleague employed them.
selves in and around Montreal will appear from the following
 letter from him, written about the iniddle of this Conference
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“that the whole of “our Joumey, -while in the Circuit, 12 2
- g,

. which wﬂl make our Journey 318 miles. - S
o172« Havmg thus given you a statement of thc extent of
~ -our circuit, we would next ‘give you an account of the pros-
pects we ‘have in those places. . Chambly, althonglr so large,
has had no Mxmster or means of grace whatever _Here we -
; f-have a prospeet of good the people receive us kmdly, and»: :

T
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L

- year (1816-17) Such ghmpses of the state of the Oountry ~
“in that day,‘and of tus laboriousness of the early Missionaries

-~ are very interesting and edifying. The letter is da'ted'

“ Montreal, J: anuary. 3lst, 1817 ,” and is. as follows

170 “ Smce our last, we have been. endeavonng to form s .
: ercmt, which would. give sufficient labor for two preacher#”
- statxoned in Montreal, -and we are happy to” say our Iabors“‘*
o have been crowned with success above our most- sangn;ne .
" cxpectations.. The plan we pursue is ‘this: One of us .
_  preaches in Montreal and the adjacent villages one fortnight, = -
~and the other takes the more dlstont parts of the Cn'cuxt, '
and ‘this we do alternately,. =~ - _
171, “But in order to-give you'a more correct ldeo. of the“ 3
 extent of our Cireuit, we will give you an account of the
. places which we visit. Chambly, a large village 18 miles

from Montreal is the first place at' which we stop. From

thence we Proceed 12 miles to St. Johp’s, one of the most

wicked plaoes in. Canada ; next to Roche Mounta,m, 25 miles

. from St. John’s; ‘then to Yamasea Mountam, 24 miles from

Roche Mountam the next place called Shefford, is 24 miles

- from ‘Yamasca Monntam ; we then proceed to Yamasea
village, 38 miles from Shefford. ‘The next. day we ride to . -
#orel, 36 miles from Yamasoa village;. whue -at Sorel, we

visit Point. de Bure, a nde of ten miles, 50, that you will see

miles. “There is, however, another place we propose v"/ ;
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%0 attentive to the word preached. At St. John's our pros- :
1 peets are not so bright, yet several come to hear, and when .

.+ wo consider that the'* Gespel is the power of God -unto sal-...

vation,” we are not without hope _that it may prove so to- .
some of the inhabitants of St. John’s. Roche Mountain is =
a new settfement, deep buried in the woods, and destitute of
®ay means of grace, and far distant frc m any minister.  The'
J  people receive us with the most lively sentiments of Eratitude, =
. and we are kindly-entertained at the house of a respectable
gentleman, a Canadian, who, though brought up & Roman . .

. Oatholie, has opened his house for preaching, and he himself .

.'hears the word with the utmost attention, Yamasea Mouns.
tain presents a still brighter prospect, and we trust, ere long,
to send you the glorions news of very many souls being -
brought to God in that settlement.  Yamasca village. is & -
place where Satan has long held his empire unmolested,
and  now, apprehending the  demolition of his power
and authority, he is stitring up his emissaries .t oppose the.

 preaching of the word of life. - But notwithstaiding the ap-
pearance of persecution, we are not' discouraged, knowing

_ that he who i for us, is more than all tliat are against us,

. 173. “The few of our own country pecple, however, who
 reside here, receive us gladly, and hear usattentively, having
 beon destitute of any means of grace whatsoever previous to -

. our-coming to them. The opposition” We meet with arises
~ from Roman Catholics. o ST
- 174. “Sorel, or William Henry, is a large village, con- -

taining  many Protestant inhabitants; here. we have large

. and attentive congregations, and our prospeets are great.

- We have formed a class containing nine members, some of

- whom enjoy religion, and the rest assurances of that invalu.
sble blessing. In Montreal, there is a prospect of the work -
. going on, We hav% had some drops already; we hope it is B
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- work is spreadmg.-—-.loun Hick.”

E 175, In drawing the account of the ye'tr 1816-17 to'a e
" close, we have the great pleasure ‘of saymg, that, desplte the
~ awkwarduess of nva.l altars in some parts of CanadianMeth- -
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the. prelude of a shower, a mrghty showex of Divine gracé.' _
We have, within these last three weeks, added 14 ¢r 15 mem-

“hers-to the Society ; ; we'trust they will not rest till they find = -

Jesus as their Saviour. ' We hear fron; our brethren that the

e

odism, the tlde of religious feeling and prosperity which - |

began to rise a little the first year after the war, and which .‘
~ broke forth in overwhelming force the year next after this,

now began to et in strongly,—-—as there was a total nett ga.m'

. reported to the cause in the two Provinces of 717; less
~ than a hundred of which must be reckoned to the British -
. Missionaries; and the rest to the labors of those in connee- .
. tion with American Conferences. The former 166 in all, and o
the latter 3 301—makmg 3 467 class-members at theendof . ~ f
v tlus ecclesiastical year. a

176 ‘These results had been achleved amxd much privas

| "tmn to many of the laborers. The brethren from Europe,
- had probably laboured in comparative comfort; as their rea- -
. sonable salaries were guaranteed from home ; hence they al- .

ways appeared in respectable clerical garb. But those indi-

 genous to the continent were “like an nnnmformed militia, |

~ ‘baving to support themsélves on a salary of one hundred dols *

drs.  And although this was an advance of twenty dollars =~

- an the allowance, which had preceded the last general Con-:

ference, yet as it was often received, not 'in cash, but kmd— S
- that is to say, frequently orders on country stores—-lt dld not

sften really amount to this small sum. '

177, But these poverty-stncken, toxl-worn bush evanae-'.'

| Fiste had always a season of vacation and enjoyment in each |
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» othex's Joved eoclety at the end of each year, ot t‘he brb‘ﬂ\erly |
. gathering of the annual Conference. And the one with which
: thxsyearwastoelosa was destined to be one-of groatreﬁ'eslr A
ment, and to give o glorious mpetus to them in their evans
gelumg work.

178, Tt was a great delight 0 the Oanadmn members oi
the ‘Genesee Conference that it was to be held in Canada.

~ The former attempt at a regular Conference in the Provisca
'had been frustrated by the ontbreak of the cruel war of 1812

The one of which we write was convened. for June 21, 1817; -
in tho Elizabethtown Meetmg—house, amid the lovely famﬂ!ee o
of the Hallock’s, and Boyce’s, and Row’s, and Coleman’s, and .

Gaswdl’s, and Brown s, with many- others equally cmmble.

1817-18, .

179, Accordmg to Mr. Playter, f.wenty-two prcachcrs cols |
sected from various parts of the wilds of Canada, and no less

than sixty from beyond the dividing waters in' the State of -

New York. Those of them from the West. would probably -
cross at Kingston; and those lower down would come over,
- not as Mr. Playter supposes, at Brockville, but at the great
* ‘thoroughfare from time immemorial—from Ogdensburg to
 Prescott. These towns had a status in the War-time. _,'

~ 180.- A company of these latter brethren, headed by the
prospective President of the Conference, Bishop George, of

whom John Dempster from the St. Lawrence Circuit wasone,

- réndezvoused at the hospitable house of Samuel Heck, the
most relmously-actlve son of the never-to-be-forgotten Paul
" and Barbara, in the front of Augusta. - This visit was.
. remembered and spoken of with delight by Mr. Heck's elder -

children for years and years afterwards, as the conversation

~ was about - their revered grandparents, and - their sojourn -
and labors i in New York cxty. ~The BlShOp and Mr. Caae
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_ aslarge and well-pmpomoned with & broa :
» = are and fatigues in the
open air, and with neglected folds.of dark hair hanging upon

U e;ﬁ“ o, wo SR
had an mbemew mth Rev. Henry Pope, by the way, wluch
S however, amonnte& to. nothing in preventing rwalry ’

- 181, This- newly-appomted Bishop, Enock. Genrge, who-
» ‘had been conseorated at the last General Cofifererice, wasa =~

man of mark in his day. We give a portraitire of him from

the graphic pen of the eloquent Dr. Jobeon, selected from his

ebarmmg work,-—-“ America and Amerjcan Methodlem.”_

183, “In persnnal appearance Bxshop Goorge is
5 Tnassive faee,
sallow gomplexion, throug

his. neck" Ihe strong lifes of his conntenance were touched
by religion into softness and:*gentleness, but both in lock

religion was deep. ' He spent-much time in secret prayer,

- -and often, like the patriarch Isaac, would go out into the
- fields at eventide to meditate. His morning honrs before

brenkfast were regularly spent in devotmnal ‘exercises ; and

. like Thomas Walsh, he not unfrequently rose at mxdmvht
. 'wrapped his cloak ahout him, and wrestled with God for the
" _salvation of sinners. . This made him a minister of the Spirit,
“and the honored mstrument of the conversion of many.
. Btshop George does not seem to have lmn 2 man of' Ieammx

. ) . r

\

o 182. "Amemorable name among' the early Methodxst la-

- borers in Ameriea is that of  Bishop George, of Virginia. -
* Like Bishop McKendree, he was converted to God under that

* gealous and successful eve,ngehst, John Easter. ‘He entered
on his itinerant course in 1791 (the year of Mr. Wesley's .

death,); was elected and ordained to the office of anhop in -

1816, -and died triurophantly e:clalmmg, <1 am gomg to

-_heaven, and that's enough!  Glory! glory ro s

~ and in quick, earnest movement he was ever seen tobea man |
-of. -energetic action. His experience of the power of inward.




" but ho was endowed with an original and independent mind - - -
. and ‘évidently possessed the true key to usefulness. Hewas
- socustomed .to say, It is the grammatical . eloquence .of the

Ghost which deeply, lastingly, and profitably affects the

- Holy .
h .of men.” - His ‘mastery.over the hearts of his hearers

was ghéat; and he was distinguished especially for his pathetic
powel—Not unfrequently the deeps of his own soul would

bebro en up within him. - These were ‘usually seasons of
piritaal good; so that, if he went forth sowing in

. tears, he came again reaping in joy and bringing his shéaves

with him. - Some of the flights of his- natural eloquence are

#aid to have been not only beautifol, but inspiring t5 all who
. were looking for the heavenly country; while, on the other
" hand, such was the power of his denunciation of sin, and the
force with which he carried home convietion to the conscience,

that cries and shrieks of heart-pierced sinners would often-

break forth,amoﬁ% his congregation in all directions.” "~ -

184, One of those Passages occurred in a sermon preached o
by him on Sabbath during this Conference, and contributed
 much to fan the flame of revival that burst forth under the - . -

" " labors of God’s. servants at this assembly, and afterwards
‘swept the country with its purifying fires.. The following

~ account of it is from the pen of the Rev. Charles Giles, a

- member of the Conference, whose mind was naturally poetic.

185. Mr. Giles remarks: «I wish T could give the reader

bis sermon with all its beauts , power, and eloquence;  but it

ia beyond my reach. Near the close, as he was bringing the

strong points in his discourse nearer together that their united -
strength might impress the assembly effectually, he produced -
8 climax the most bold and thrilling I ever heard. He _

ascended from thought to thought in his towering theme, like

an esgle soaring and wending up the distant sky. -

RS
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: 186, “T hes “with admiration, and. almost tmmbled to
3 “seo him rising to such a fearful eminence. ' Several times I
o lmagmed that he could go no higher, but he would suddenly’
gj dlsappomt me. At the very point where imagi gination fixed

his retarn, he seemed to inhale new fire, and soared away oa - ‘
* the wings of thought again; then higher still, till it seemed .
- his mspuation would become his ehariot, and, by‘the grasp -

he held on the énchained’ assembly, WOnld take _us- all with .
‘him to. the third heaven. | . 2;3: '

L 8, 2 b SRR

, 187.. ¢ Some of his hearers appeared as mohonless as sta-
- -gues, absorbed in thoubht and chatmed with thé grand s
.= before them, whlle strong emotions were rollmg in waves.
~ through the excited congregation; and as ths man of God
* was about to descend from his lofty elevation, thrilling shrieks
-burst out from the awakened crowd in the gallery. Imme-
vdmtely some of the preachers who were acquainted with the
 plact pressed through the multitude to conduct those sighing
- ‘penitents down to the altar; and soon they were seen weeping
and trembling, and urging theu- way-along to the consecrated g
spot, where a prayer-meeting- was immediately - opened, and“ o
-ardent snpphcatmns offered up to heaven in their b;%‘lf .The .
. time was well -improved, and'it was a season of paWer and ‘
: .‘olory. Some, I believe, found the great: salvation befb:e t}m ‘
exercise was- closed. It is believed that - more than one :
hundred. souls were awakened durmg the session of the .

_Conference.”’

-188. «The old Elmabethtown chape * gays Mr. P]ayter
« was filled from eight in the morning till eight in the evening.
Two sermons were preached, and ‘three ‘more suceeeded the
Bishop's; but there is no reeord of the names of the preach— _
. era T]us ay be denominated the Revival. Conference in
" Canada’ Nodkenm@madawhkext . oY anyoﬂmm_
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: GreatBntam or the Umted ‘States.” [Yes, oue in the Staiee
" exoeeded.] « The Gospel reccived now a mighty xmpetns, and
~ from the year 1817, for a number of years, there is scarcely
+ aught to record in the: Methodlst annals but progrm and’
© imcrease.”’

189. Some mterestm'r nttle epxsodw to tbls Conference
revwal were recited to the author, many years: after, when he:
Tabored in that region of - country. -One of these ‘related to
the tender passion. We have already introduced to the reader ¢
the Rev. Wm. Hallock, a local preacher, —perhaps ‘we should

- saya located preacher, for he once labored a short time on a

' ‘Clrcuxt,—-w,ho was famous for preachmg funeral sermons,whose .

" farmstead' stood on a sightly eminence to the south:of and

~ overlooking- the meetmg—house in which the Conference was
* held. Il had‘a large family of sons and daughters. From-

‘some-unexplained causc, the sons showed a- disinclination to
religion, but the daughters were more hopeful One of these, -
of gracef'ul form and 'movements;- and small. and lady-like

~ features, was among the happy reclplents -of convertmg grace o

-, during this Conference. Her father’s cheerful home accom-

modated a number of the ministers dunng their stay. Among

. these was a bachelor, a tall, dark young man from the United
States, already noticed, handsome and intellectual, but genial,

- who becarie interested in Miss Hallock—parﬂy, no doubt,

) through sympathy with her religions. solicitude, as well as
through admiration of her pleasmo' manners and person. An
engagement, and in duc time marriage, was the result. That®:
young man was Wyatt Chamberlayne, who, from- the txme of
his mamao'e till death, belonoed to Canada ‘

L1904 r we. mlstake not another mterestmg youn’g lady,
- Miss Caswell,” who ‘also . became afterwards aﬂianced to a
px_'eacher, was also converted during this revival. Alas,. “that -
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that engagement was destmed never to be consnmmatedl

Her hopes of connubial happiness were blighted, a8 we ghall

see, by the untimely and ‘almost tragic death of the heroic .
Peal and ended in the overthrow of her _reason. But more

of them anon. S R

191, Another yonno' man from the States of some eduea‘

" tion, but more natural ability, was in that nelbhborhood at
. that time—not as a preacher; for.the commencement of “the
~revival services found him unconverted, but he became one of

its most prominent fruits. He was destined to ﬁgure in the

~ Central Methodist body for many years-as one of its ablest
. 'preachers and most active influences; and who, after some -
- reverses, threw himself into a dlsrupted section of Methodism, -
”and was elected by them to their episcopate. This young man .
.was Philander Smxth from whom we expect to hear in time .

to meorpomte his own ‘account of h1mself in our work before -

- gomg to press.

192. The Mmutee of thxs Ehzabethtown Conference, vlno
* 1817, reveal. certain personal items which relate to the his-

.+ .tory of those whose memorial we would preserve. = One of -

" these items relates to the drscontmuance from the itinerant

* ‘work of one of the Canadian labor; by location. This’ wasno

. lessa man than the clear-headed and judicious William Brown. -

‘The ‘Rev. John Douse, who, doubtless . learned the reason

from Mr ‘Brown' hxmself' ascribes hls retlrement to “ want of

“heakth.” * This. was not, however, as we shall. see hereafter, a
"ﬁnal dlsmemherment from the Conference for, trom-the '
‘same ¢ Re«nster,” we find thatMr B. was “in charge of a

Cucmt” one year after his locatlon, for the space of a year.

| .'From that time till the day of his death, he stood in the re.

 lation of supernumerary to the Conference. He never would
Teceive anythmg from the fnnd for the support of worn. ont
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B his claim without inconvenience. He ever beld himself ready

v/ N
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: ‘m‘iniste'rs._ f'Happily his circuinstz;néeéj 'enableduhiuvx,td forego

to do any occasional work in the Circaits around that. way i
in his power to perform ; and oae year, namely, 1829, as we .
shall see in due time, he was the Presiding Elder of a rural

.

 district in which the Rideaa Circuit, on which he resided,

. was inél‘ded.» . But both before and after the date just named, _ :
his labors in his"own; as well ag adjacent Circuits, was abun. - .

dant, and very acceptable and useful; and in no place more

&0 than his own particajar neighborhood, or what was called

““Wolford Chapel.”" ‘He ate no idle bread in any respect, for

. when not employed in ‘preaching, his. time was cmployed. in

the cultivation of his farm, in the improvement. of his mind

by assiduous private study, and-in dispensing justice to his
neighbors as a magistrate, in which last capacity he com- .

manded the highest respect. He was one of the too few pro- -

fessedly religious men who command the confidence of their

. unconverted neighbors. ¢ Priest Brown,” as: they called-

 him, was the oracle and umpire in many a difficulty. Since -

- “writing the sbove we have traced his name in the list -of

 Btations for the year 1817-18. - e
 193. We find among the list of ‘“superannuated” for this =

- year, one whosefretirement/ou_g_h’t to have been noticed a year . -

earlier. - This was no other than that very poticeable , ’

Thomas Whitehead, whosb education, cxtensive readin ,-and

cultivated manners, had ‘enabled him {o serve many impor-

tant purposes in Conferential proceedings. Since our last .

mention of him, we have had an opportunity of searcbing the

original journals of the Genesee Conferenee, from which we

* learn that Mr. Whitehead was usually on all ‘the important
- Committees, frequently the first on the list. - Such as these -
- to examine charges made against the character of preachers ;
.the Committee “to attend to the temporal economy of the .

S
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- kllonferenee,” afterwards call ed the'« Stewards of Conference "
- and the Commxttee “to attend to the . aﬁ'axrs of the Book :

Concern‘ .

194. He settled vnthm the bounds of the last Circuit he -
had travelled namely, in the townshrp of Burford, never ~ .
uvam retnrnmg to the effective ranks. But he still travelled - -
wad preached extensively ; took an active and influential part
in.the deliberations of Conference ; and served the Connexion
many an 1mportant purpose in denommauonal emergencxes, -
as we shall see as our history proceeds. On these accounts ..
"'» " we will not. ﬁnally dxsm1ss him till he. is called to his reward.

~195. Before we pass- to ‘the “Statlons made at the Eliza- “
bethtown Conference two or three other matters, interesting -

“to-the cutious, and not wholly 1rreleva,nt to our purpose, may
. be mentioned, the knowledge of whiéh has been obtained by
 gearching the old. MS journals o&?he Conference. - William

. Barlow, hereafter 't0 come: under partlcnlar observatlon, was

" Assistant Secretary to Mr. @ffes. Thomas Madden-was one

~ of the three “Stewards of the Conference.”” %A Comnmnittee

" of nine was appointed- to frame an address to the Local
Preachers and members belongmg to Canada, relative to the
mterference of “the British 1 \ir;sronanes as it was called. -

This item showed that there was still no inconsiderable irri-
“tation on this unpleaqant su‘eJeet And the Local Preachers

were the least disposed to ‘transfer the work to the British
Conference, Lnowmg that thelr chanees for orclers would then .

be at an end. - . -

- 196. The Preachers. and their Stanons for the two Cana.das,_ o
under the auspices of the M. E. Churel' Were as fo]low, for.

 the Conference year 1817—18 —_

: ' UDPER CANADA DISTRICT. .

: Henry Ryaw, Preerdmg Elder.
Detrmt-Gldeon Lannmg.




| 3 cormomms. e
Thamec—EhJah Warren. > < Lo
‘Westminster—David Youmans, Calch Sway:e. ‘

" Ancaster—Isaac B. Smith,
- Yonge Street—David Culp.

N' agara-—John W Byam, . Geopge,Egguson.
| S Lownn cANADA'ms'mmr; B B _ e :
| Wlm.um Cask, {'Presxdm« Elder. :
- Mcmtreal—-—leham Barlow. . o
_ Ottawa—Peter Jones.
i 'Augusta—leaac Puffer. s R
" Bayof annte—']!hos. Madden, "Tnthamel P..eeder. o
Hallowell—Wyatt Cuamberlayne, Ezra. Ada.ms. .

~ Belleville—Isracl Chamberlagne,.
8t. Lawrence— Andrew. Pr mdle, Thomas McGee.

.ComwaU——Wm. Brown.. o L .

5

. BORDER CIRCUITS.
(New Eugland Conf'ereuce.) :

Stanstead—Josmb A. Scarritt, , o

- St. Francis—Thos. C. Pierce. \'\\ .
197, The first thing observable in the above Tist of names"
is the absencc of three whowere on the list the prevmus year,‘
namely, John Dempster, John ‘Hamilton, and John Rhodes.:
..~ Mr. Dempster was followed to the close of his career when
' list considered. The reader pursued him along.an onward,
upward. course, of lovxg-contmued and  eminent nsefnlncss,
‘through many difficultics in the carly part of his career.
" Bat the obstinacy - of those di ﬂicultxes the writer was pot
fully aware of when last Mr. D. was ueder notice. - Since .
then, he bas found fromAh\e MS. JQumaL of the Genesee Con-
: ference, that, bes1des his ﬁrst apphcatmn for admisgion on

Du.lﬁn: Creel:--James Jackson. o T "5'1°-‘ N




rlal being re;ected and delayed a year, lns ¢ast was repeat«
edly discussed and “lzud over”’ while on probatlon, and his-
reception into full connexion .delayed till 1819, all through
okjections to his health, which 1mped1ment be ﬁnally sur-
- mounted, ‘and -arose to emmence. ‘He is now where “ the
inhabitants shall never say, “I am sick.” His perseverauce' :
shows the force of his will, and hxs power of endurance, and
“is an example worthy of 1m1tat10n to all young men simi-
_ hrly circumstanced.. :

R LR A O L
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198 Of John Hamxlton we, scarcely kuew what to say at
our last presentation of him. Sinee ‘then, we lhave gleaned
several additional particulars from various sources—both as
to his antécedents, his sojourn in this province, his character,
and his farther public life. Hamllton was received at the
age of twenty; four, in 1813, and was. consequently. a young "
‘man of twenty-seven when appointed to the Westminster Cir-
- cuit; The entry in the journals at the time of his: receptlon
" avers that he was of “improvable, promising abilities. » Con-
~versatiors with the Rev. Drs. Chamberlayne and Filmore
*  concerning him, left the impression that he was eccentric, a
~charge. which we surmise mlght be ‘substantiated against
‘many | of those early self-taught men ,——ongmahty and eccen- -
tncxty are near of kin. - At a certain place, .1 think in the' '
- Clarence Circuit, the people had eriticized his pu'bhc per-
formances. He heard of it, and the next timehe was there
~he opened the service with the Lord’s Prayer, read our Lord’s
Sermon on the Mourt, and closed with the ~Apostolic Bene-
diction, and said, « Do,yon want any better preaching than
that ?”’ - How the reproof was received we do not remem-
ber preclsely This eccentric ‘tendency is confirmed by the
following - extract from the old journals referred to :— The -
: charaet.er of John Halmlton was exammed, and in conse-‘

ES
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watchfulness did those falthful men exerclse over each. other!

199. Mr. Hamﬂton was in elder’s orders ‘yhen he came

to Canada, having been’ ordamed one year in advance . The

now aged Caleb Swaze, who will present,y come into smht

- and who took his place under the direction of the Presndlng
- Elder in the year 1816-17, says that Hamilton “ only trav-m

elled one round on the Cll‘clllt ‘and ‘then went away’—
whether by authority or ‘not, we did not learn. The- Mm-

* .utes - show that during the next two: years (17—18 and
’18-19) he labered on the Clarence and Crooked Lake

Circuits, in"the State of New York; and that in 1819 he
was returned among the « located.” The MS. journals say,

“at his own request.” There is no evideuce that he ever re-

turned to the itinerant work

200. It is with some emotion that we take our leave of
our tall, slender, slow-spoken, but e_mm_ent_ly pious and faith- -

fal friend, John Rhodes: he who stood out.the perils of

the war in this Canada of ours, although a citizen of the

- United-States, and staid in the country till the dlsasters to

religion of that period were fully retrieved. Fis first Cir-
cuit after réturning to his own country was Lycoming, still
within the bounds of the Genesee Conference, but we think

o

. within the borders of his native state, Pennsyivania, as the =~
 Circuit was in the Susquehanna District. He. received the
”charoe of the same Circuit the next year- (18—19) The

next year he was in the same District, but. on the Northum-

~ berland Circuit, still, if we mistake not, joumcying'furthér '

inta the south country. This was the Circuit on which he -

. had commenced his itinerant labors, and no doubt it was a

. gience of, sorive. small 1mpropr'iety in lus preaching, it was :
* voted, that the Bxshop, in the presence of the Conferences
n_advxse him- to desist for the fature.” What a salutary

-
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" source. of mutual Joy to hxm and hxs early fnends after 8
" longa separatlon between them.

201 ‘He soon, however, returned o the Baltunore Cou- -
"iference, by which he was first received on trial. “During
“the years of his ministry in this Conference,” says his oﬁclal .
,'obxtuary, “he travelled i in different parts of I’ennsylvama, -

Maryland, Virginia, boldly and conscientiously ° executing the. -

“office of his ministry, In 1841 'Worn w.wn . with incessant

L;.bor, and greatly enfeebled, he took a superannuated relatlon,'_ .
 and retired to a- small property in Milton, Pa., to spend the -

-‘ remainder of his days in the peace and” qmetness of Tetired

life. The disease, which teftninated his earthly history, and
* which senously aﬁ'c.cted his mind, was. chronic inflammation
of the brain. A short time before his death he became per-

~ fectly rational. He still felt the consolations of religion, and - . -

- died in ihe tnumphan* hope of a glonous lmmortahty, Jan,

add the thlrty-ﬁfth of his mlmstry

- 0" Before proceedmo farther, we have to notxce a slxc'bt'
. discrepency between the Minutés relating to routine questions

" and the stations which we had overlooLed ~William Brown .
is returned as *‘located,” ‘and we have taken leave of him as

~ atravelling preacher; but in’ the St;auons we find his name
“down for the Cornwall Clrcuit. That year he undoubtedly N

L 'labored

203 The Rev. I.B. Smlths name appears in tlus years
h (1817) list of stations, for ‘the first “time since -1812. We
" have reason to_believe that he labored i in various pa.rts of the

o uary 13, 1843, in the sixtieth year of his’ age,’ and we may‘ e

A Upper Provmce during the greater portion of the war period. "

~ -His name, however, did not ‘Te-appear- aloao with Messrs.. . -
';Ryan’s, thtehead’s, Pundle 5 and Rhodes’ when the Con- -

—— e
—t,




31g co'mxpomms. . ok

Loel

) nexmnal m'whmery was re-orzanized in 18153 asd yet we
" have'a right to believe that he labored on Cirenits, more or -
~ less, from that time till our present date. -The writer has =
received information recently that leads him to believe that
o _°Mr. Smith was the preacher who “filled the vacaney in the :
- Smith’s ‘Creek Circuit in 1810—16, about which bhe, when‘
.wk}tmg of that year, put forth fruitless conjectnres. :
~That Mr. Smith- supplied the Smith’s Preek Circuit that
year (1815-16) is rendered: morally certain, from the following
- excerpt made from: the records ‘of sthe Genesee Conference for.
July, 1816, ‘whieh i is to this eﬂ'ect “Isaac B. Smxth,recom- o
mended from the Smith’s- Creek eremt——not admitted.”?
" He had, doubtless, been filling' the vacaney above referred to
in that Circuit, under the Presiding Elder. Recollected.
‘conversations with the Rev, John’ Reynolds, wko. then lived -
at Bellevxlle at that time on the Smith’s Creek. Clrcmt by
: the wnter now co:;ﬁrm him in this opinion. . v

201 Bat*why was a. man of such a. blameless Ilfe and )
'peexleas preaching abilities, not restored to the raoks in which
“he had 5o honorably stood in years gone by ? - This question’

- is answered from ‘the same source as that from which the:
. above information was denved See, “S'tturday,t he Conference
- metat8olock. The report on the . case of the Bro. I B.
" Smith was read and adopted. """ The substance of this: report
‘and resolution wis, that “ the Prcsulmg Eider of the U pper

- Canada District was to call a Committee and: examine him—
1st. Oa the Dlvxmty of Christ; 2nd. Depravity ;-and 3rd.

Sanctification ; and if they thouO‘nt proper, give the Pre-
siding Elder pewer to employ him.” This examination it
appears was_Satisfactor Yo "for now, af’ter the lapse of a year,
e takeshis place amcng - his brethren without recorded note

© orcomment. Iti is furthermore likely thst he -supplied the .

e only vacancy whxch appears in the Upper Canaua Diatnct for .
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tnat year (1816—17,) namely, Yonge Street, about whlell -

~vacancy we could not, when under eonsxderatron, glve the
‘reader any certam mformatlon.

‘ 205. Mr. Smith was in- advanee of most in hrs day in lus o
ablhty to fathom abstruse subjects, and he may have some . g
 time advanced something which persons less profound had - -
nmisanderstood, ‘and - these, perchance, bronght up an evil
" report-of him; ard he not being at the Conference i in person '

: to defend himself, the action in his case reported was resorted

The mvestlgatlon, however, is as creditable to his breth-

_ ren’s caution and ﬁdehty as it proved to be vmdxcatory of

hxs doctrinal pnnty The whole proceedings prove - that our -

fathers were the men .to lay- the foundation of a _charch
“sound in doctrine and faithfal in - dlscxphne—mthont whlch
wealth and numbers are of no account. o

206 Asimilar request from the Aufrusta ercmh to restore

8 retired preacher, even the demonstrative ‘Flias Pattie,

met a negative from that same Conference (that of 1816)
‘But it was ‘“left in the power of the Presiding Elder to
employ him. Why a man who had" ‘beén so popular was

declined - we know not. This entry, however, is mculental- )

evxdznoe that Pattio up to that date had remained in Canada.
It was highly probable that he was employed part of the

year at least, as Mr. Puffer s assistant on the Augusta Circuit, -
“and the reader has been already informed in- the previous -

“volume, that after this he was traced both in the Ohio and
Mlchlgan Conferences. ‘

. 207, Besules ‘Mr. Smith, fwo others were recommended

from the Cauadlan Circuits and received. - These were James -
Jackson, and Caleb Swayze. The former from the Yonge .

Street Circuit, and ‘the latter from  the- néw Westminster
Cucmt, where. we: have seen, he labored under the. Presxdmg

!
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- Elder in tho ‘Place of Mr. Hamilton, remioved, We attend -
"~ toeach of them in & moment, - A
o 208. Caleb Swayze,;according to his own éccount, was born ‘
in New Jersey, about 1783. He was converted in his native
~ State, in childhood ; but. afterwards fell away, and lived til
* his twenty-eighth year without God in the world.  An aged
' héighbor of his says, « He was pretty wicked.” ' His con- .
version took place in 1811, under the instramentality of the - -
- ‘Rev. Henry Ryan. This occurred in the ‘neighborhood. of
- Smithville. He almost immediately began -to exhort ang =
) pfw’.‘c_:h; " He says that he labored on a Oi‘r‘cu.it 8iX months

_during the War of 1812, as the colleague -of. John Rhodes,

~of whom he speaks in jthe highest terms. Their Circuit
“ extended from the 'Sri’x‘/een to Long Point.” He was lodg-
Aing at the house of Christopher Burkholder, in‘the township
.- ofBarton, on the mountain, the night. of- the battle of "'Stonjy
' Creek (on'the 5thof J une, 1813,) where they could distinetly = E
‘hear the d'ischargé-- of” guns; and he and his host, ‘then a *
zealous Methodist, went down the next ‘morning to view the -
battle ground, and found jt covered for miles with clothes,
- provisions, and arms, which the Americans had' thrown away .
- in their hasty retreat.- He says the American commanding
officer threw a large amount of specie, which he held to supply
the sinews of war, into.a well, Which the family on the p_'remises;
afterwards fished up, 2 circumstance which ‘accounts for their
well knowa sudden accession of “wealth, This. testimony of
- Swayze’s gives us an inkling of ‘the wl_;ereabpﬂts of Rhodes,
and the cxtent-of his labors; the second yeur of the war, -
- 209. Mr. Swayze was a man of ‘ﬁtné‘phyb‘ique and .personal _
appearanee-~above the middle size—well proportioned —sym. . -
metrical and muscular. He had a high,b'.~we11-p_r0p;;»rtiolned L
head, oval face, and;Roman nose;. but, alas, very. little educa«




TR

o

X NS

b2 AR R e R
RS £ G R T IS O, [ T SRR
. B o 4 : e G

‘;had a great deal of tact in handling a text and freqnently
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' txon, and we imagine but little dxsposmon to remedy it by .

study. - An mtelho-ent neighbor ‘pronounces him “a weak,

B ‘well-meaning man, who never could preach.” We have good ,.
- evulence for behevmo' ,however, that he was demonstratwe .

and zealous enough :He was married at the time of his
conversion as well as when he went out, into the field. But

R the exigencies of the work forced the aut horities of the Church

to employ laborers with these- drawbacks. He Was recoms
mended to travel by the « Westminster Circuit,” where he

: had been supplying after Hamﬂton s removal.” (MS. Jouma.l.) .

. 210. James Jackson' was a very ‘superior man to the last
in point of- talent; and what he did mot know; he appeared

to know. -He -was probably a native of the United States,

as we have traced lng father’s family in the town of Potsdam,

N.Y. in the time o/f the war of 1812. Very soon after its

-~ close, they crossed the St. Lawrence into Edwardsburg. -

When and where he professed to be converted we know not;

and whether he wds employed on the Yonge Street Circuitas = =
a Presulmg Elder’s supply when he was recommended by its -

“ Quarterly Conference” to travel, or whether he followed
 some secular busmess, we have not the means of declde, =

but we suspect that he was thare as an assistant to the Rev.

'+ L B. Smith.

211. Jackson ‘was tall anH hm halr and

_ ﬂond complexmn graceful with an air of assumed dignity; but v
_who never looked the person addressed | square in the face. In
*  after years he wore spectacles, and looked through them at
vacancy, while he carried his face with an upward turn. He .
- always dressed gracefnlly, and with clencaL propnety, whlch_ ‘
" made his appearance very imposing.  His voice, both in pub-

licand private, was sweet and commanding to a degree. He

R
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- preached on very unusual dnes, the doctrinal- value of which
“the thproughly informed: would be ‘very much inclined’ to
doubt, -Here is one of his texts, the -exposition of which
obtained him unbounded eclat among the wondering rustics -
to whom he addressed the sérmon : ¢ There are tlirce—écarg.-”
“queens, 'and'fouraécor_e- concubines, and virgins ‘without num-
‘ber.” (Cant. vi. 8.) We are bound to notice this gentleman
in passing, but as a faithful ‘historian can give him no very ~
good record.  Let the reader keep his eye on his after-course.
212. Besides: these Cinﬁdians; we have-to introduce  to °
the reader no less than six. brethren: from the other side of
the lines.- These were- Gideon Laoning, John W. Byam,
.- William Barlow, Thomas' McGee, Joseph 'A. Scarritt, and
" Thomas'C. Pierce, to each of whom We must pay our respects -
" in order. R ohn
o218, Gideon Lanning, the £irst in the above list, the brother,
* we suspect of ‘Ralph  Lanning, long a WOr_tEy ‘member also
- of the Genesee Conference, who witnessed a good confession |
in life and death. * Gideon, oar present. subject, at the tima
-of his advent to the. Upper Canada- District, was a five year’s
-man in the work, Laving been’reécived on'trial in 1‘812;‘ and -
was of course in Elder'’s orders; which he had held one year.
He began his labors as 3 subordinate on the Pompey Circuit,
- where he had th good fortune to have the Rev}Vm. Case”
- for his Presiding Mder. The next four years were speat on
the New Amsterdam, wton, Ontario, and Lyon’s Circuits— °
always in charge, and ‘somotimes with one and two brethren
under him, which indicates that ke stood high with the
authorities of the Councxion,. We gléan one ineident in his
second year’s itinerant life, and get an inkling of his char.
acter and labors from the following sentence in Di-.‘ Peck’s . -,
Early Methodism. «“1813. This year Gideon Lanping .was
upon New Amsterdam Cireait. He was encouraged tq
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preach to ‘the soldlers at Buﬂ'alo, by G‘renerals Scott and -
'_Brown, who were .among his regular. hearers. His manners .
were modest and eoncxhatory, and he was treated with great .
- fespect,” - With this very inadequate mtroductmn we leave -
" him for the presént, not without hopes’ of learning something "~
farther from himself, as we bave recently dxscovered t.hat he
S yet alive. : : :

214. Since closing the foreoom«' _paragraph, a letter has
" been received from Mr. Lanning, in which he says, « Respect-

. ing ‘myself Ihave only to say, I was born in New Jersey, in - -
'1772, of pious parents—members of the Methodist Church:
 Removed with them to Western New York, in 1800, where,
- when I.was thirteen year’s of age I was converted and joined:
- the Methodxst Church. In 1812,” (e wasthen 20) “ 1 was

iz + " admitted on trial in the Genesee Conference, having exercised

- . my gifts as an Exhorter and. Local . Preacher, some two or .

7 three years, prevmus.” He was twenty-five years of age at

- the time of his coming to the Upper Canada sttnct and
had. then five years ministerial ekpenence
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) 215, Jolm Wesley Byam, the next on'the ahove hst, was-
received on trial in 1816, and appomted to labor-on the very.
AN ercmlit which recommended him, the Ontario, a very good .
o 'mdxcatlon of the esteemn in which he'was held by them that -
knew him: best. = He. was about the middling hencht, somie-
~what stoutly built, and maust have been prepossessing, Jndomv
from what will hereafter transpife. - The Rev. George Fer-.
~ guson, who labored with him during the“year on which we
. are entering (18I7), in his MS. Journal speaks’ hlahly of his -
characler and-gifts. 'We shall see t}-at he fell info trouble.” -

o ool it bl
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g "16 William Barlow is the/next of the American strangers. .
* e had been received or mal two years bcfore, in ( 181.))
- He was ‘“recommended from l_;he Caledonia Circuit—rwas
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_.lwenty years of age, strong constltutxon, a oood young man,
studious, and ~of excellent talents.”” "So said. the old MS

Journal.’ ‘His now aged compeers say, that Barlow was well
educated, very handsome, genteel, with a snrpnslaaly graceful

. docuuon. _He was evxdent]y in -advance of _most of the

brethren in his day; as at the Conferenee where he Was Te-
ceived into tull connexion, he acted as Aggistant Secretary.

© He had travelled on the Ontario eremt, under Mr. Gideon.
Lanning, who has been presented to the reader. The ﬁret‘

R year of his itinerant’ ministry ;. and the next year (1816) he,

- was in charge. of ‘the same Circuit with Mr. Byam for his
assistant, who was mentioned in. the last paragzaph -This -
1an i3 fated to. raise our expeetatxons and then .dleappomt
" us, that is, as Met‘uodlsts ‘His fathér _Was an excellent man,
and a-local preacher.

‘ 217, ‘Our mext sanect is Thomas McGee. Seeing this
" brother labored only one year in connection with a Canada
District, and ‘his Circuit, the St. Lawrence, being. onl_y con-
struetWely connected with the Canada work, and not really
in the Province, we would probably not give o extended a

notice of him as we are furmshmg, but for the followm"

reasons;: ﬁrst because of 'his very excellent ‘character,

- S0 worthy ‘of 1m1tat10n secondly, the great prtvatmns he
. endured the year he came' within our bounds; and, ‘thirdly, .
because we have a biography of him prepared to our hands
'in the Miputes of the Baltlmore Conference for. 1860 We
give it below. : _ :

- 218. “Rev. Thomas M’Gee was bom in Chester County, '
Pa., July 15,1794, On .account of the sadden death of his

- father by drowning, and the limited means of his mother, he -

- 'was early in life put tp work with General Bratton, a farmer :
on the Funiata River. ~From the General and the family he -
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. -received much zood instruction. In 18
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-ticed to his brother James in the blacksmithing business; at

‘which time helived in the family of Philip Antes, a Meth@dist; '
. _whose spirit and. example deeply impressed the’ youthfaul

“heart of Brother McGee: He was converted in 1812, at
-, Warrjor’s Mark Camp-meeting, and‘immediatély' united with
- the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which, says he, ¢I fotind .
* agood home, and was well taken care of.’ ~In 1814 he was’ S
- -appointed Class-leader, and towards'the close of the succeed--
- ing year was'made an'Exhorter; and was shortly aflerwards
 licensed to prezch by the Quarterly Conference of Hunting- *
_-._ton Circuit. In January 1816, at the request of ‘the Rev.

- Marmaduke Pearce, Presiding Elder of ‘Susquehanna Dis- .

trict, he very reluctanitly (in"view of his want of educationa}

was appointed to Caledonia Circuit. In June, 1817, he was

times.”” We follow him to the close of life. .

.on Bellefonte Circait, Pa, This last year hé was transferred

‘to Aukwick Circuit; in 1824 and:1825,.toLycoming Circuit;

11 h"e-‘ was hpprénf,

- advantages) consented to supply a‘vacanrey,'..on" ‘Northumber-
- land Circait. In June following he was received on trial by
. the Genesee €onference at its session in ‘Paris, N. Y., and

* united in marriage with Miss Rebecea Kephart, who still sur- ; -
+* vives him. This year” (the one of which we are writing) « he
S was vappoihted'tozvs,t. Lawrence Circuit, where his whole.com- B
* pensation amounted to' forty dollars to: support ~himself.' and .

- wife—and yet he could say, ¢ We had some very encouraging

219, “In:1818'he laboied on Newtown Circuit, Steuben
. County, N. Y.; in I819 on Lycoming Cireuit, Pa:; in 1820 -

to Baltimorc Cdpfefenceé and was by that body re-appointed - R
~ to Bellefonte Circuit. 1n 1822 and 1823, he was appointed =

4 in 1826 and 1827, to Carlisle Circuit; and in-1828 and 1829,
. to Hartford Circuit. At this time the Radical trouble was
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. faging, but under the judicious management of Brother =
- ‘MoGee not a single church was Iost.. In 1830 ang 1831, he -

. was sent to Great Falls; in 1832 and 1833, to Liberty; in . .
. 1834 and 1835,to Frederick. From 1836.t0 1839, he was
'~ stationed. in Baltimore City. In 1840 and 1841, in the . -
- . Carlisle Circuit ; in 1842 and 1843, in Gettysbarg; in 1844 |
~ and 1845, in Baltimore City, among the colored pegple of
- Bharp Street Station ; in 1846 and 1847, on Severn Circait ;"
_in 1848 and 1849, ‘Bladensburgh ; in 1850 and 1851, 0n
- Charles; 1852; Winchester Circuit ; in 1855 and 1856, As- -

bury and Mount Zion (colored) Station, Washington City, .
and. Georgetown, D. C.; 1857 and 1858, Patapsco Circuit. "~ -
T At the Conference of 1859 he was_ appointed to Patapsco -
- Station, upon the labors of which he promptly and energeti- -
. cally entered. Early in the spring his- health began to
decline, and he suffered greatly from nervous’ debility, and
what afterwards proved to be.heart disease. So alarming did -
~ his symptoms afterwards become that he. felt forced to takea.
- "short rest, and he repaired to Baltimore' for medical ‘advice.
- His health seeming to rally he again commenced the labors’
. of his station ; but his respite from disease was short, and
~ again he was compelled to seek medical aid. - But permaneiit ‘
 relief was- impossible, and all that professional skill could do
~was to sooth his pain.  On the 28th of J uly last (1859 ?) he

., left Baltimore, accompanied by his wife, sng reached Warren- =
- ton, Va, with comparative comfort. At 11 o’clock, a.m,, of -
- Mugust 8th, he started to return to-Baltimore, but the cars
~had not been ‘under way five minutes when, with a quick,
spasmodic effort, Brother McGee breathed his last, in the
sixty-fifth year of his age,'and the forty-third of his itiserant
220, “Thus ceased at once to work and live onc of the
- purest spirits in American A_Methoclis‘m, one of the most usefal
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and ‘heroic men of the Balnmore Ccmference. “His remaiss
‘were carried to. Baltunore, and’ buned from Harford Avenue-

~ ‘Church in the old Methodist: graveyard, where sleeps the dust’
* of Jesse Lee and other sainted worthies of carly Méthodism.
T Brother McGee s rehaxous experience was deep, deﬁmte and
- vxo-orous, his /practlcal life full of good fruits, unobtrusivg,
. and 1rreproachable bis intellect was strong, thono'h wanting
o in carly cultare; his pulpit ministrations were effective. - As -
“a pastor. he was - kmd and tender, sthough faithful and firm..
Q_.He wasa loyal and successful Methodist itinerant preacher; a -
A noble, brave, and generous man, and true and exemplary in

all his domestic and socxal relations. . He now rcsts from his -

labors.”

- 221, Of Josmh A Scarntb, the ﬁrst of- the two brethren

~ sent into Lower Canada by the New E Dngland ‘Conference to
 labor in the Eastern Townships, and appom..ed ]umself to
 Stanstead, we have gleaned nothing except what we find in. -

the General Miuutes concerning his reception, ordmatlonr

_appomtment and retlrement from the itinerant work, TFrom
‘these we learn that he was rccexved on trial the year before
“lhe was sent to Canada, and was put in-charge that _year of _
-the Sandwich Circuit, in the New Hampslnre District, where .
“he’ lJbored alone. ‘This year (1817-18) he is nominally
alone, yetwe suspect he and the St. Francis preacher worked - -

their two Clrcmts in cominon, or after the manner ‘of-an old-

" fashioned four-wecks’ Circuit; for we find the return - of the~'
g number of members made yovether, and that 1t Was 124

222, After his Ieavmor the country, we follow him to 1894 ”

that is, six years longer, when, like so many others in that
*day, he “located.”  He seems to° have had some 1mportant .
R Cn:cuxts, the last of which was. the City of Portland; and
was always in charge; but he never remamed lonrrer than a
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fear at a tlme. Hls erctuts were, 1818 Danvxlle,Vt. 1819
“he was ordained an Elder, and sent to Cra.ftsburv in the same
State; in 1820, Portsmouth, N. H.; in 1821, Landaff; in
_‘1822 Wetherﬁeld Vt.; ; aml in 1824, Portland Me. N

223. Of his coadjutor in the Stanstead amI St.. Francls :
Couuty, Thomas él)Plerce, we have somewhat fuller particu- -

lara farnished to our hand. 'We.adopt his Conference obitu- -
. ary, which presents a brief summary of his life and character, -

va we have few partlcnlars of the former to gratify our curi- B
1ty, the latter is of a kind to challeuoe our ‘imitation, -

© 224, “Rev. Thomas' C. Peirce was received in the New
England Conference in 1814” (three years before his coming
to Canada) “«With the exception of four years ina local
capaclty, he sustained an eﬁ'echve relation till May, 1850”—
. aperiod of fbrty-szw years. *He labored im his numerons
appomtments with very great acceptance, and wasa sucéess-
ful minister. . In some of the important appointments | Ke was
~eminertly useful. . He was a man of peculiar symp /tfxy, and
endeared himself to the afflicted as few ministers have done. -
"His habits of diligent reading and study were continued till
very near the close’of life, in consequence of which there was

a freshness and v;vacxty in his pulpit services. always interest- .

ing. ‘He was a faithful pastor.. He consulted not his own
B convemence but when the state of his health required rest,
"he was: actwely engaged in his work, comforting the sick,

seeking and relieving the ‘poor, and endeavoring to reclaim

the Wanderer from God.  His was an - earnest piety. While
there was much fervor in his devotional exercises, his piety
" was eminently -practical. - He loved the Church of Christ;
by precept and by.example he endeavored to promote her _
 bencvolent operations. He loved' the work of the ministry,
and desu'ed to ¢ ocase at once to work and live/ He was,
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»'howefver, resxgned {o the wﬂl of God when laid m&e from
“the active duties of the ministry; and in his last awkness ‘was
~ favored mth glorwus mamﬁ.stations of his’ Sakur presence

and love. In great peace, with blessed . assurance of immor-

' ‘_tahty, he fell asleep in J'esus, ‘May 25th 1851, aged. sxxty.. o
_ years.” Another’ example was he of the prevailing worthy

character.of our early pioneers.- From ‘the above obitnary,

o -we. egntl;e‘r that at the time of his sojourn in Canada. he was
~ ayoung man of twcnty-sz;z, with three years’ mini'stefial €x- =
" . perience. We are sorry that we can glean nothmg of th' a
: labors and habxts of so good a ‘man whnle here. a

_ 295. We opine that at the date of which we are wntmg,' o
- the Wesleyan Missionaries. from England began_to press so
much upon the ground occupled by the American brethren

as to cause them to contract their lines, gathennv them up

" towards their own country. This opinion we think will be

strenothened by the perusal of forthcoming documents.

226 The stations . made by the British Conference atits
~ session in August, 1817 two months after the session of the
o Genesee Confercncc at Elizabethtown, were as follow :

WILLLm Caosscomn, Chau'man. ,

o Quebec-—John ‘Hick. . : :
" Montreal—James Boath, Richard Pope. :
'Melboume——Rlchard Williams, William Binney.

ﬂWdlwm Henry—John De Putron , French Mlsslonary .

- Cornwall—Henry Pope.
" Fort Wellington—Edward Johnson.

ngston—-—Thomas Catterick, and another to be sent. _

by the Comxmttee, if necessary

227 The numbers, as compﬂed by Mr. Playter, ueually

Very acmrate in research, were the followmrr —-Quebec, 48 _
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_ ﬁts ooi!mpommns o o 107 _
: Montreal, 67; Melbourne, 8; leham Henry, 8; Cornwall, ': o

_ 14; total, 166.

228. Some: of the above appomtments were prospectwe of

-, “the next year ; and some of them did not go into effect for - -
‘some ‘years, if indeed they ever. dxd yet we must thread our - -

way through them; as best we may, by the aid of such lights
- as have come down tous. - Thus, for mst.mcc, ‘Mr. Crosscomb,

who was the mominal “ chan-man ” had- an appoiniment. at‘ '

‘leerpool Nova Scotia, and :did not come inte the Canadas
~ till some years after besides, I think we shall ﬁnd Mr Hick
* was the actual chairman of the District Meeting' held at the
close of the yeatr. Nevertheless, we will now introduce Mr.

Crosscomb as also the others, whose names appear for the

first t1me. ,

229 ‘The Rev. Wm. Crosscomb was a native of England—-— '

we think Devonshire, or Cornwall—rather small of stature,
but wiry and active. Although he was grey when we first

saw him in 1839, we should pronounce his complexnon sandy. :

- He had gone out into the full work of the ‘ministry in 1810.

-

That gave him seven years’ ministerial experience at the time -

‘his name appears in connection with the Canada District as

Chairman. Neverthelcss, this was an early mjnistérial ageab - |

which to hold such an appointment, and ‘speaks Ioudly for:
the character which had -inspired such confidence.  He was =

not a great, but a sound and useful preacher. Ile was after- '

wards the resident chairman of the Lower Canada sttrlct,
and w11! freqhently appear in our pages. -

230. Thomas Cattenck like -most of hls mlssxonary
brethren, was English by feeling as well as by birth; but,

. -unlike some of them, he was large of stature and strong in-
- frame. His complexmn was blonde.". He had a deep chest_

5 and powerful voice; and althoufrh we do not know the preclse "
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..'Jcharacter of lns talents, yet he was regarded a8 an- abie .
. preacher,, whlch was indicated by the 1mportance of his aps
pointmeénts. He bad only ‘been ‘one -year in the mlmstry
when set down for Kingston, and that year he had spent in
o the capxtal of New Brnnswmk-—the town of Fredencton. _

‘231 The present was William anmg s first year in thol_ .

o mlmstry, and Melbourne Liis first appointment. - At present.
v “no material for his early hlstory, or for 1llustrat1ng o
) s character, talenﬁs and usefulness -\Text comes & wortl'iy,;' B |
. amlable man, S

-

_ 232, Edwatd - Johnson was a nahve of that “ Green I..Ie-‘_‘
- of the Sea” whose educated and pious natives are always :
~amiable. His. Conference obltua.ry says,—* He was born near - )
- Lisleen, in the County Tyrone "He was early led to a. know- .-
- lédge of salvation by faith in Christ. “Having for a con-
- s:derable time filled the office’ of a local preacher with great -
o ‘acceptance and success, hie'was, in the year- 1809, called to-
" the full work of the ministry, in which, for many years, he
, vmamtalned an honorable position. For some time he was the .-
- ,faxtbful and zealous companion of the late Rev. Gideon
' Ousley, the Irish Missionary. He was afterwards appom»ed :
a '\hssxonary to Upper Canada.” Mr. Johnson was heard to”
say, to a friend of the author’s in Edwardsburo'h in his broad
Irish, if he had known the state of thmcs in the conntry, he B
* would have “never put his fu¢ into it.” " . ‘

...233. A glance at the above list of Bntlsh statlons, to :
one who has any considerable knowledge of the country, will .
~ puffice to convince him ‘that the same ground, in several in-
stances, was occupied by agents from both the British and
American Conferences. This was certainly true of Montreal, -
which ‘we find in both lists of stations; the same’ may be said
of - Cornwall’; ;s MeJbourne, on the British list, was within the -
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boundanes of the « St Francls River » Oxrcmt Fort. Wel- -
Tington, was only another name for Prescott which was com-
‘prebended in the “ Augusta® Circuit; ngston, mthm the
“Bay- Qumté 3 Quebec, and Wzllzam Henry J, or Sorel, were
the only exceptions.

. 234. But the list of appoxntments referred to, a.nd thei

_ 'manner in which. those brethren prosecuted their work, will =
‘bést appear in the light of their own' published commumca. -
~ tions to. the authorities at home. - The first is o sort of

-géneral statement signed by all thehxssxonames in the two
Canadas, so late in the previous conference year as March 17 th,
1817. It was written at Montreal, where they seem to have

. ,held some sort of District Meeting, and signed by the follow-
ing bretbren, nemely, Richard Williams, Henry Pope, John - .

leck John De Putron, Thomas Catterick, James Booth, and
Richard Pope Mr Johnson’s name is not appended, whence

. we infer that he was not at the meeting, or did not quite

approve of the situation. But now for the document.

235. ¢ We are thankful to the Great Head of the Church
E for his goodness in favoring us ‘all ‘with lns Qessmos of
health and strength of body, by which we were enabled to
',pursue, with persepering zeal, our labors in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. An "feel equally thankful for that spirit -
of union and aﬂ'ectlon which exists in us towards each other. -
We assure you it is our most ardent desire to be instra-
" ‘mental in the hand of our adorable Lord in ‘bringing souls-
to the. knowledve of Him, whom to know is eternal life. And,’
E although we sensibly feel our own inadequacy to the work _

yet we confide in Hlm ‘who has promxsed never to leaveus mor ©

forsake us. -

‘ 236 “In addressmg the brethren on JH:a,hf'ax sxde of"__"
‘ the dxstnct we' have recommended to eir eonsxderatton'
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the prcpnety and necessuy of iormmg the Canadas into i

’ ,separate district; ‘and should our- recommendatmn ‘be -at-

~ tended to, we have nnammously expressed our: wish that our
}luvhly respected and dear brother - Bennett might be per-

o mitted to come and preside over us. Should” the preachers

approve of our plan in this instance, we: antlclpate, wuh
- much pleasure, appr.obat,lon and conﬁrmauon of the same.”

o We have sgen that ‘this' recommendatlon was acted .on, 80 far - )
o as the erectton of the dlstnct was concerned but Mr Bennett ‘

- was. not sent.

, 2&7 “As reoards our stsmnary prospects, we are happy
~to state theyare of - an encouraging: nature. . At Quebec we . A
'antlclpate a glonous spread of- vital rehvlon amongst our

o ~ yery numerous hesrers in that place. Every thing" at pre- .. -
" sént portends’ @hat much desired event. Montreal has been -

" graciously visited from on high. ~ The work of God has pros- |

pered in that clty during the last six months, beyond our:

- most sanguine expectations. Kingsion likewise has been
visited- with the divine blessing. This town has been favored -

~ with a stsxonary for-about elght months, during which 21

: - have been joined in the society. -These, we trust, will be an - 1
~_ornament to their profession. About £400 ($1600,) have !
been subscnbed for the erection of a new chapel in this place. -

238 “‘ C'omwah aﬂ'ords a prospeet of a blessed lngather-
ing of souls to the Church. of Christ; there are at thistime

- : 14 rersons in soclety, and ‘many there are, who, by their

* diligent attendance on the means of grace, evince a gtrong
attachment to the truth as it is in. Jesus.. The Melboume v
ercmt has at present no regn]ar society - whatever, bat is

~ not the less promising on this account. - The numerous. and . i
. very respectful Jetters which we have received -from some of i

~ the most distinguished persons  of- this. extenswe_settlemeﬁt, -

~ e -
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warrant us to expeet a glonous acoesslon of sonls to the
‘Church of Jesus Christ. Besides these places, there are
“several others, of equal 1mportance, to which we cannot pay
- any attention  for the want of more preachers we have
therefore agreed to asL for three more.” Should they be
" ,‘sent us; they would have nothmv to do but to enter upon
“their work 1mmed1ately Upon the whole we feel ourselves
- "'jencouraoed to go forward in our Mlssmnary carcer, humbly
. looking up to the ‘blessed Jesus for wisdom to direct and
strength to perseverc—-meantxme using every means in our  °
- power to abound in knowledge and holiness, in order that
. we may.become able ministers of the pew covenanf, nghtly :

- dividing (rhe word of truth so as to give all theu' portlon in T
l due season v : .

"’39 The follomno valuable letter from the Rev. Henry' L
Pope is partlv retxqspectxve of ‘matters already goue over, -
 and rather belongs to the preceding ecclesiastical year

(181 6-17), than the one of which we write (1817-1 8); yet,

though it was written before the Session onferonce for
~3"1817 it was written after the session ‘of the Gonesee Con-
‘ .‘fercnce, held in Ehzabethtown and " therofore comes down
. to events contemporaneous with those we are now £o ‘consider.
< . Besides it dxscloses many partxculars to us which all will be
~ curious to know. ‘Especially ‘it shows that Mr. Richard
. '-Pope had broken ground in the 3¢ Francis country, or Mel-
‘baume, before Mr. Wiiliams was. ap')omted to go there;, a*
- which time its name first appeared in the British Ifmnntes"»_l
"It also indicates that- the Cornwall, or Matllda Cr'cmt, was -

* organized by Mr. Henry Pope the 'year previous to his name -

"' appearing for it in the Minutes. The great extent of that .
- Circuit before. Mr. Johnson was appointed to Fort Wellm"'
. _-~ton,alsoappears. Hear Mr. Pope — :
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0’ “ Auguat 28th-We went on board at Grnvesend, and
' lmmedxately got under weigh. - On thé 31st we lost sight of
~our hrahly-favoured country, off the Isle of Wight. Amidst -
S ‘the many storms we were called to encounter;—ome” of which
- threatened us ‘with an rmme&” gérave in the great deep, o
sly stood by us,"and brought us through, .
-6t Quebec on the evemng of Sunday, the 20th .
fber, after a passage of 56 days from Gravesend. At -
“Qiebec we were aﬂ'ectronately received by brother Williams,
~ and the kind friends of the society. . After tarrying a few
~ days mQuebec, brother Williams- accompamed me to Mono,' I
 treal in the steamboat. My brother Richard,- through the
. ,earnest “desire of the friends, remamed to supply brother
;erhams absence. Montreal is a large .and respectable .
. town, and still i improvirg, situhte on the edge of the river St.
~ Lawrence, 180 miles above Quebec. Here brother W. and I - |

} ,the Lord grac j

were joyfully received by Messrs. Hick and. De Patron, who

- were happy to learn. that three- additional Mlssmnanes were

appointed for the Canadas. Mr. Buckley directed us to

* - labor in or near Montreal untrl Mr Smith should arrive in'

‘the spring of thls~year, whom we were to consult. relative to

our future scenes of ‘labor, especlally as it respected Upper
. ‘Canada. - But as Montreal was supplied by brother Hick, we
1mmedrately directed . our attention to such places in. the_ o
. country as were accessible to us at that season of the year, .
-and those which afforded us the greatest. prospect of being =~ §
~ usefal. My brother Richard, after laboring "a little"while
" with success near Mon: real, left these places to be attached ‘

~to the. Montreal Circuit, and went to the river St. Francis,
' where there isa considerable setl;lement and a prevallmo' de.

) sire to - hear the word of life. This’ ercu t is nearly one
hundred miles from Montreal a.bout an eqnal distanee from - ‘
Qnebec and about ﬂfty mr!es south of tho St. Luwrence.' A |




_.'-“—n .

¥1g comronmns. _j" : '_ | 113

Tbesnoeess which accompamed my brother’s labours durmg |
the few months ‘that he was in. that-part, was vory great.
Many hundreds attended the preaching from remote places
—during the rigor of winter, and received the word with readi-

 ness, while their countenances were expressxve of great peni-

tential grief, and their death-like silence was broken only by
- their. expressing Aesires to turn to God. With such ardor

- and diligence did my brother commence: the cultxvatxon of

- thisfield, that he- 1mprudently disregarded ‘the severities of
* the climate until his health was much injured and Kis body " -

" emaciated. Adi our little district meeting, “held- last March .~
“in Montreal it was Judrred best for brother Williams to take

“the River St. Franeis Circuit, brothet Hick to go to Quebec,

and my brother,—notwithstanding the letters that were sént. -
from his Circuit, earnest]y requesting " Lis contmuance with
- them,—to labor w1th brother Booth in the- Montreal Circuit.
There is abundant reason to- belxeve that this arrangement is -

: of the Lord. -

241 «In the beginning“6f November I went to Sorel a

. little village down the edge of the St. Lawrence,” 45 miles

below Montreal. This town does no{ ccntain more than 300
inhabitants, some of whom are French.: Itisin a manner

. insulated, belﬂg ‘surrounded by - French inhabitacts, yet I =

- thought best to givgita trial until the river should be frozen -
that it would be safe travelling up the country.- I obtained
ofa gentleman i in: Montreal a letter of introduction to a plousl
woman in Sorel, who 0'lauly procured a room to preach in,’

[Thls was doubtless the late Mrs. Catherine See, who after-

- wards lived in Prescott.] -“After preaching a Tow times the

people were quite divested of their. prejudice, and - became :
remarkably friendly with me. I then procured a room 37
feet by 24, and the friends soon ‘fura;shed it witha pulpit and .
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" peats. - This place was well attended by tbose who had any
‘regard to the worshlp of ‘God, and during the six weeks that
T was there, twelve persons united together to seek and serve

~ the Lord.”. We have secn that this place ‘was afterwards = -

taken mto tbe 1\rontreal ercult, but from some cause or .

~ qther, no very permanent Methodlst cause was ever  built

upthere._ S

- 242, “In December we had the, pleasure of receiving safe
brother and sister Booth. .lheu' arrival afforded us mntua] .

joy: - They came by the way of New York, and had a short
and agreeable passage. As travelling on the ice was good af

that season, a fewch us met together at Montreal to consult

-rélative to the mostiproper- places for our future exertions.
Having mp‘ored the Divine direction, and Maturely consid- -
" ered every. clrcumstance connceted with our mission, accord- -
~ing to the best of our abilities, we . concluded that brother -

~ Booth should labor with ‘brother Hick in the ‘Montreal Cir- =
cuit, which he did until our District Meeting ; ‘and as there' '

: ~were several places about fifty or sixty miles from Montreal

- we agreed that they, together with Sorel, should be taken
into the Montreal Circuit, which now assumes a promising -

- aspect. IIavmg concluded to aitach Sorel to the Montreal

. yet there” was. little, if ~any, vital “religion - experienced -
- among ‘them, That there was a "eneral want of rehglon-'

Qucmt, we were of opinion it would be best for me to travel

up the country, and endeavour to form a Cireuit where ‘the”
greatest prospect of doing good might be afforded me. On
_ Christmas.day (1816) I arrived at Cornwall, which is a little
~ towd 84 miles above Montrea}, situate on_the edge of the St. '
v R Lawrence.' Here I was credibly informed, that, though tlus‘,v :
" town has a- little established church in it, and the vicinity :

had been occasionzlly visited by the Arerican preachers,

2
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"was not to be wondered at, when there was a general want

. time in’ this place” (a little cver six montbs,) ** many are =
- brought to hear the word with serious concern for their eter--

of the means of grace._ A prospect of extensive usefulness

, l)emg thus afforded me, and believing that this was the place
" where the Lord had directed me-to labor, I beﬂan to preach e
-~ among them, solemn’y impressed with a serise of the presenes
- of my] Dlvme ‘Master, and withihumble depondence on his -
o promlsed aid. And blessed be.God, I have not-been suffered

to labor in vain; no, for t..ouvh T have been. but a short'

nal ‘welfare ; ‘and about_ 50 persons have . Jmned in the so-

-clety, very few of whom had the least idea of- attendmg to

religion as their chle; good, nnor to my coming among t ‘them.

L

:-s'My cireuit is oO miles_in length, following the direction of
the river St.. Tawrence; and many miles in breadth. In -

travelling back into the woods we have to .endure many hard- -

| "shlps from the dreadful state of the roads and other things,

",thounh we do not often concxder t‘ﬁem hardshms, our souls -

- - are 80 hapny in the ‘Work

.

243 « The upper extremity of my clrcuxt isa httle town
" called- Johnstown. At this place and in the vicinity the
. Lordis s greatly reviving his work. - It-bas been many years
wicked, even to a proverb but now ‘there is only one family ‘
’%Mhe town that does not attend my- preachmg, and more
‘than 20 persons have hto.y joined the sncxeby, all’of whom,

A .I believe, are subjects ‘of a good work. The inhabitints.are
- so'alive to their best interests, that. they have lately procured -

©alarge bm_ldmg in which the assizes were formerly held, and -
are fitting it up for me to’ preach in.  What glorious days_ L

mlg'ht we not expect if we had more Missionaries from Eng-

' land! There is a prospect of great ‘good in the country. We

o are all recewed wzth acelamatmns of Joy by the pecple in- o
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o Lo every du-ectxon, and I thmk we sball sbon be mdependent of o
| S pecuma.ry ‘resources from home: - _
B s 244 « The Canadas are mueh la;rger than England, and the :
oo jnhabitants are scattered over a vast extent of country. This v
":E%j Aeountry is a valuable accession to Great Britain, and im-
W . proving rapidly, consef;uently claims inoreasing attention
- from the mother country for the advancement of its’ best in-
i * torests. I .am preparing material for the erection of a ebapel
~ next spring in the vicinity of Cornwall :
. 285, “We are endeavoring to walk on ateadlly in the : =
W . plain, praetlcal path of godliness, and faithfully to perforni our
_duty in-its- various branches and extent, .feeling confident
that the Liord will maintain his' own cause in 'Canada by
our mstrumentahty, and that. he wlll ¢bring forth our right-
- eousness -as the light, and our judgment as the noon-day.’
-.Our souls-are more alive to. God: than in England, and we
~ean truly say i it is our meat a.nd driok fo do the will of our
. heavenly Father. It is unnecéssary to say we haye our trials
' and,teﬁiwtatmnq in Canada as well as in England and where'
"ghall we!go to be exempt from them till we arrive at our
Teavenly Fa.ther s house’?  But we can say God is with us,
Chnst is precious, so. we have nothing to fear. Our labors
. ‘are abundant indeed, we sometimes labor beyond our strength,
" but souls are precious, and the people are very importunate
with us to attend to them in every dlreetmn.—HzNRYV
- Pore.” :
246 The last time the reader heard from Mr. De Putron,
the French Mlssmnary, he was labormg in and around Mon- -
 'treal; from the following letter, ‘dated ¢ Quebec, July 12th,
1817,” # appears he had been eight months in that city.
Let us hear from himself how he spent. his' time, and what ‘
the prospeets were in his departme /nt of the work, ¢ ¢ |
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347 dTer the space -of five' months “last siimer I ,
-~ preached in Montreal; many came to heif, and felt-the
 traths they /heard, but I have heard of no conversions,
Last November I came to this place. “A respectabls mer-

chant has given me the use’of a very large: room, and an-

.- other is fitted up, g0 that, without any expense on our part, .

* - we have this and another place given us to preach in, inde-

_ _jpendqnt'ly of the chapel, for which T am thankful,

- 248 “What I have.stated is encouraging; but, consider- . .
- ing the ignorance and prejudice of the- people, the influence
- which the priests have over them, and the erroneous prineiples -
- they instil into their minds from their earliest infancy, &e.,
1 have had many struggles in my mind and fears concerning
. 'the success of my mission. If it pléase God to bless my en- -
deavours to the conversion of these poor people, I shall ex-'
‘ceedingly rejoice ; and if not, put my hand upon my mouth
and silently adore his Providence. Had- they -courage to .
despise the threatenings of their priests ‘and censures of the
 ‘church, I should expect much. ‘They are strictly forbidden
- to_read the Bible, indeed few would read it’bad they one. -

* They think it a bad-book. The Testament is read by many -

- who keep them generally in secret. We have three convents -
pretty well filled with nuns; the abode of the friars and
monks is now-oecupied by soldiers. Their ‘ceremonies are

- disgusting, the -performers being attired in all the trappings = .
vanity could invent. My health is better than when I ‘was -

“at home.~J. DE Purron? T
249. Of Mr. Hick's labors we have no' particulgrs during
this the first year of his sojourn in Quebec (1817-18),  Mr.

- Langlois says, “Daring his stay the society increased in .
‘grace and numbers.” ~ From the Minutes. we find it weut

vp from 48 t0 72, an additionof 26 .
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25 Of Mr. W‘]llams and Melbourne, t.he Rev. J Bor!ami “

..83'79 o
. travelled- the Melbourne Cu-cult,—a circuit wlnch then com- -

© the Savor o
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follows :—¢¢ About this time Mr. Rlchard Wi}hams

prehended . what' we now call the Me}bourne, Durham, and

' N-"Dan 1lle Qircuits, = This ground, as indeed others in the
~ Eastern Townshxps, bad been travelled by evangelists of our
- Chureh from the Umted States. A Mr. - ‘Hibbard, whose",' :
.. mame was to the old Methodlst mhabltants, and indeed to -
many otherS, as ointmeént - pbured forth, had . labored with. =
much success for a year [two] travelling on foot from pansh o
top nsh throuorh what was then a dense forest, mterspersed«‘ »
* with|rivers and marshes - After givin hls version of poor
‘Hibbard’s death, ‘which we omlt as we have gwen a.carefully

-~

: revxs d account of it in our prekus volume, Mr. Borland_ R
) ds,— “'The thread of Methodistic : labor was- taken- up. '

.in’these parts by Mr. Richard Wﬂhams, ‘and has gone on
 continyously ‘to the ‘present, with varying résults. A num-

ber of : hurches spmtual and material, ‘are found in that

: :beautlful range of circuits; while' from their ' midst many
S devoﬁt fol\lowers of the Sa.kur have gone to their reward,

Thus the \amlly of God in heaven and earth has grown

through the)- Divine  blessing upon . ‘this apostolic mmlstry,?-.
f}whlch we' trust will never be lost or weakened.’ ’

251 MoSsrs Booth and Rlchard Pope were the appomtees

'f'or Montreal for this Conference year (1817-18).- The fol- .
* lowing letter from the former, dated “Dec. 23, 1817,” will ,
show how they were succeeding. From this letter it seems the . - =

Rev. Mr. Lusher was sent out to their assiétance—pérhaps in

- the ity department, as what they called their ¢ Country -
: Clrcmﬁ” seems to have been- given up pretty. much to Mr. R,

I’ope. It seems that - Mr. ohnson, whom he calls by mls{
: tako “ R.” mstead of E. Johnson, who came as far as Al o

2 O e
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fbany, was delayed The truth is he had bceome Possessedﬁ

of some American' ideas on the statc of the position in Can-

" ada, and felt slow to enter on & Work £0 cn.lcal But hear “: -
Mr. Booth — :

_ 202 « It is vmh wreat sa tnsfactmn I embrace the oppor-c"
. tumty of writing a few lines to you by my ecstcemed. fricnd,

- Mr. D. Fisher, a respectable merchant of this place. I'shogld
have written to you sooner, but 1 have been waiting for a -

_ - statement of our Country Circuit from Mr. Richard Pope,

who went there about the time the roads broke ‘up, to preach .

to the people until the winter should set. in; for in this )

. country there arc -certain Seasons when we canvot travel
- without great risk, particularly in the spring and fall of thev"

- ‘year; from this clrcumstancc my ertmrr to you has been’ de-‘ :
‘ layed e L
2‘*3 “We. feel grea.tly rejoxc d taat you have sont us tw0' g
more stmonarles. Praised be the Lord for his mercics in
preserving them from danffer while crossing the trackless
~ocean . Mr. Lusher has arrived in this city 2. month ago-
~with his famlly, but Mr. R. [E.] Johnston, who parted .
" with him at Albany, lxas not been heard of yet by any of ’
our - brethren either in- the Upper -or Lower Province..

" “Where he. is or how he is we know not. .1 am sorry to in-
form: you - that ‘our dear brother De Putron, who came from
Qucbece to our cireuit for his health; has been very bad through -
a severe cold, insomuch that for some time his Jife was de )
. spaired of'“ ‘but the last letter I had from him states that .
he was much better. With’ regard to the work of God m
our Circuit ‘we have some ground fqr cncourage-nent ;. lt Qs
proceedm though slowly. We have 82 mewmbers joined in
society in this city, notwithstanding maty bave removed o
othex' places.  How max.y we have in the cohnuyfl

i not




180 . -CASE, AND.

&

able to say exactly until T hear from Mr. R. Pope. 1 have

- 'the satisfaction of informing you that, after despairing of it .-
for some time we have established a Sunday.School in this

- place, and have now 125 scholars entered on our lists, and - "
it promises well. = Glory be aseribed to God for this acquisi-

- tion to his cause ! a R ’ N
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254, « We have had a meeting of ‘several respectable gen-
- "tlemen of this city, to consider the. propriety and -probable

‘means of erecting a new chapel ‘here upon the Conference
~plan, when £400 ($1,600) were subscribed, and one. of the
~ ablest architects in the country promised. to superintend the -
" building gratis. It is supposed it will cost £2,500 ($10,000)
cnrrency,. to accomodate 1,500 persons ; ‘but if ‘we proceed it
- is upon the supposition of -selling the present_one, which; if

we do, we think that a debt of not more than £600 or £800

~ would be upon it when all was finished. - " R
255, “As fegards the state of our society we have some .
- reason to conclude there is some piety am ong them ; most of
-them are satisfied respecting their acceptance with God, and
“some are seeking the full sanctification of their hearts. With
 respect to myself, I bless God. 1 live under asense of his™
- favor ‘day by day, through. faith in. Christ Jesus; and
 although I am- sensible of my ignorance and weakness, yot

the glory of God and the good of souls are the objects of my

~ constant desire and pursuits. ~Tt is now more than twelve

" ‘months.since I came hither. Many signal deliverances have -

. T witnessed. Three times my life has been in danger:—
once T was near being frozen to death; once T was almost -
lost in a dead swamp, having taken the wrong path in the
. the weods; and -plunged into the swamp, and within a little .
~ of being' butied therein, and my""hm;vse ander me, bq'tj was

' miraculously saved by finding some old roots of trees just at
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tiw place where I was mmerged, ‘apon- wlnch I and my .
horse ~stood, -and with difficulty and danger we both escaped S
. This was a little after 12-pm. I had about ten milesand -~
a-half to ride, and to preach at 4 pm.. I arrived soon aﬂzer the
“time, and found the People waiting. | T took a- dnnk of . .
- water, and began the service, and God was  with’ us, ‘and )
gave me consolation that' overbalanced my trouble. At an- -

_ other time I was thrown from my horse, ‘and’ lay some time
- seniseless on the ground. After I was recovered a liftle L
_mounted ; again, and rode & Ilttle way and rested the night, -
ha.vmg received a violent bruise i m the right side, anotheron
my head, and my left wrist very much stramed But Irose -

“in the morning, and preached in the ‘forenoon, and then rode .
“about nine xmles to another appointment : _preached. at four to_
& a crowded congregatxon God was with usto- bless. -

256 “The next mornmg I rode about 17 mlles, fnll of
pain, insomuch that I could not bear the horse to go faster
than a walkmg pace. The day after I had to encounter the
“woods again, where I wrenehed my back, sothat I wasum-
able to sit upon my horse. I remained sick for a few min- -
utes as I'stood in the mud, resting myself against my beast,

- no house or person being near. When I was-a little recov-"
cred 1 proceeded to my next apppointment, but was in so
much pain that I judged it next to an 1mp0551b111ty for me -
to ~preach. . Baut when I saw the people waiting, some of =
Wh'\m had come seven or cight miles in the mn whlch had =

" been pourmg down, my- heart yearned over-the, and as I
did not expect to see my dear wife ‘again in this world I
" knew T could not die better than in- preaching the Gospel
~.of the Son of God to sinners. I preached to the people
from these ‘words,—* Great peace have. they. that love thy
law, and nothmg shall offend them. ‘I had to take breath |

U «6
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.every ‘sentonce I uttered but ﬁmshed my dxsoourso and o

- formed a small class, andgthen I was happy: I had done my
* ‘work until I arrived at Montreal. A fever with great pain-
: ‘ensued -and from Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon I =~
wasa pnsoner in a log-house, but among kind frlends, in the
- woods, near Lake Champlain, before I could sit upon my
" ‘horse to travel. . But thanks be t6 God T feel myself heaven- -
" _born ‘and heaven-bonnd ‘I {frequently think on Admiral -
‘Nelson’s motto,— ‘England expects every man ‘to do his C
: duty, “when I have ‘danger ‘or’ dxﬂiculty to encounter. ‘A
Missionary meets with his bitters, bat he has his sweots, .
" A good conscience and Chnst in his heart make np all that =~
- is wantmg ‘beside, -

257, 41 hope ‘Canada W111 not rank low in your list of: -

: 'statlons in a few years. -There is-a great field open before -
~ us. I received a letter afew days ago from Brother Cat-

terick, at Kingston, Tequesting another Missionary to be
gent him if one could be spared.  Three Lutheran congrega-

‘tions having applied to him to be taken. under the care of B
_the British Methodists; also_ another letter from Mr. Henry, o
- Pope, complammo' of the want of the help of” another Mis-"

sionary, and inquiring after Mr. Johnston ** (appomted to

- Fort Wellington) ; 3 and likewise another from. Mr. Williams, :
~at Melbourne, statmo that God was reviving his work and

opening his way: Glory be to God for what he has done in

258, The letter prevmusly quoted from Mr Henry Pope'

related more properly to theclose of the last ecelesiastical -
- year than to- this; we now quote one from him ‘which is R
- dafed « Matilda, Jan. 16, 1818, and therefore unquestlon- S

lably belnngs to the year of which we write. ’

: 25" « Smce Chnstmas-day, 1816 I have been labonng”
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_in tlus part of- om' Lord’s vmeyard wlncn is denommated :
~ the” Cornwall Circuit.. On my arrival There few. traces of
‘genuine piety could be discov ered ; a general mattentlon to

divine -things beinz deplorably manifest. Almost all the
vices ‘that afford gratification to the ‘carnal mind were pur-
sued with unweamed avullty, but the: dlstmgmshmg charac-

" teristics-of the people are love of money and intoxication.

“260. « A"reeably to the instructions given me at homo, ) |
have generally ' dirceted ‘my attention to those parts ‘that -

*‘were almost or - alto"et'her destitute of the means of grace. R

Hience I carnestly 1mpIorcd Dwmc direction that my way
might be made plain, and that ‘my labors mwl)t most ef-

B kctua]]y tend to accomplish the blessed objeet of my mlssmn; '

After pxeaclunrv a few months in Cornwall and the adjacent

“ places, a visible concern was excited among - the peop]e for -

their eteraal welfare; and as ‘many of my hearers ‘occasion-
ally come from a, considerable distance, I received numerous

and pressing iavitations to supply them with preaching in

their respective neighborhoods, which of course I attended'

“to, and have succetded in - forming several good societjes.

- in the" direction ‘of the River St. Lawrence, and from the

My Circuit cxtends from Cornwall upwards about 60 miles,

St. Lawrence back mto the woods from  five to twenty miles,

where the roads, e?eart in the season- dumw which we ride

in sleighs, are undesirably bad.” My appointment for preach-
ing at each plice is. once a fortnight ; in the prosecution of -
wlnch plan I have travelicd during the last year 4,000 miles.

The Lord has not suffered me to labor i la vain; it affords
me great satssfaction and happiness to see some of the most
abandoned characters arrested in their sinful pro«*ress by -

the arm of divine merey.

261, “I have already formed about a hundred in °oclety,

most of whom are ev1dently the sub;octs ot‘ a blessed work of
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'grace, and possess peace and Joy through beheving A
. great many. others are awakened to a true sense of their sin=
~ ful and dangerous state, and to sec “the necessity of an im-
- mediate apphca.t.xon to God for ‘mercy through  the medlum

“'of the cross. At avillage called Johnstown, 46 miles above
- Cornwall, T l.ave 46 in secxety, and commoaly a congrega-
~ tion of 250. At the timo of - the quartterly mectmg about
" 500 attended ; and at the last mecting, which was last Sun-

. - day,. about 100 attended the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.

The. great- reformation that has been effected in that place

within the last eight months that I have labored ‘there has

“escited pleasing astonishment tbrouvh all. Upper Canada, lt B
‘having been for many years w1cked even to a proverb,

269, The place in wlhch 1 -preach i is well adapted for the

.purpose, it being 42 by 32 in the clear. It was built many =

years since by government for the purpose of a court-house;
" but another more suitable to the improved state of the
e country having recently been-built, the former was granted
- _me to preach in.”- [The new erectlon was in Brockyille.

. ¢ The society has been at the expense of about £30 ($1 9 0)' o

in fitting it up, so- that it now answers every purpose of a
chapel My }ahms are 1adre. than even my good corfititution
can well bear ; but the people are ‘so much stirred up to seek
" the salvation. of their souls—are so hungermg after the

bread of life; and another preacher - to assist me being dally ‘

cxpee*ed I have exerted myself as. v1oorously as possnble_ oo

‘ to supp Y. ’dlcm

263, « This’ country is rapldly 1mprovmo in every depart- A
~ ‘meut of society, and consequently is of increasing lmportance .
to. Great Britain. - But as the science of -pure religion is not'

cqmted as readxly as those arts and sciences which are con-- .

: gemal thh the depra.ved mind and taste -of mankmd the aid. o
- oi‘ the generous pubhc at home witl be hlghly necessary fora
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- few years longer, that pure and vital Chri'sti‘a'nit‘y'_may extend
- its beneficial influence, and keep pace with the progress of
 cultivation in this woody part.6f the world. = It is matter of
great joy to us, and to all who have the interest of Zion at
~ “heart, to find the missionary cause so liberally supported by
all classes of people and denominations of Christians. o
: 264.‘_' A Missionary has to encounter many - difficulties, . . *
and witness many privations that one can have little idea ofi.
~when he is in so happy a country us England, where every'
convenicnce may be readily obtained. But.difficulties vanish,
and hardships- are forgotten, when we erjoy the presence of
thc“Di‘x}_ing Master, and our hearts are inspired with ardent
love and tender” compassion for immortal ‘souls. Blessed be
" the Lord, I generally feel very happy in my work; I feel more -
-or-less -the " comfortable presence of the Lord every day! I
am, yours, &e. ST . H. Popr.”

265, OF the Kingston Circuit we have -obtained informa. = -

- tion from' the letter of Mr. Booth, given above. The

~ numerical increasé in that field of labor under the admin-

_istration of Mr. Catterick, was. 83, bringing the membership
there up to 104 at the end of the ecclesiastical year. That
year practically closed with these brethren with their District
‘Meeting, held in Montreal, on the 13th of February, 1818;

- and following days—as appears from the following letter from
the Rev. R. Lusher, dated in Montreal, on the 2ad of the
month indicated. - S S

‘ 266. “I wrote you upon ‘my arrival at New York, from
Albany, and also from this place, which letters I expect you

- have received. I have not yet been able to visit any.of the

- country Circuits, but from information receivﬁad from several -

- of our stations, we learn ‘that the Soéigties are increasing,
and that pure and undefiled  religion is spreading. At Mis-
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' sxsquox Bay, about 60 wiles from thxs plaee, we are about o
ercetmg a chapel: A gentleman of that place has given a - =
- picce of ground, together with stones for the building besules" 3
- a sum of mouey. The inhabitants also, as well as the Socxety, '
. have come forward hberally with subscrlptlons, and ‘as soon as’
the winter breaks 1 up we shall get to work. They wxsh also
to have a preacher settled with them. o :

267 “We. have recently recelved mvxtatxons ﬁom dlﬁ'erent .
settloments in the Upper Province to visit them. . We hope -
o be able to attend to.their calls after District Meeting, whick = - |
‘will be held here on the 13th of the month. With reference -
- to Montreal Tam. happy to say that we have a pious ‘and in-’
© ecreasiog, , though not a laige or wealthy Society. Our chapel -
s well ‘attended, mdeed it xs far too small for the- con«rrega-
tions which attend, and it is in conte'nplatlon to erect a new -
épe. - Several wealthy gentlemen, ‘who are: fnendly to us,
have promlsed to assist us: we do not however, see our way -
" clear at present. - But it is still more encoum”m& to us that
several have ‘been’ lately convmced of sin, and othera brought
. into Gospel liberty, who' a shiort-time since’ were\ in the gall
of bitterness and the bond of iniquity. ‘For my own part I
do not regret. leavmv my native shore, and hope I shall have'ﬂ'_‘
to thank God throuoh all eternity for bringing me to Canada.~ :
1 feel my soul ‘happy, and mcreasm«ly alive to God, and that
He is with me in ‘my work, and condescends to cwoploy me as’
_an instrument of good to the souis cf those amo'lg whom He ,
vhasealledmetolabo...‘_.._ o L /

268, “Our Sunday-school is in a proqm rous state ;. there. //
are npwards of 130 edﬂd:en besides several adults, unde{
tuition. 'This was an iostitution unknown in t}ns city umtil”
owe estabhehed one; and I am happy to say it is lib ralsy .
e anpported. o L -
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' 269, I sball defer the oﬁmal aCcount of thxs dlstnct meet-",_ :
ing’ till ‘the opening of the next year, of which it was the
practtcal ‘commencement. The numbers, as then made up,

stood as follows:—Quebec, 72; Montreal, 80 ; Melbourn, 61; .
' 8t. Armand’s (creaﬁed throuO'h the year), 24 Cornwall or .

- Fort Welhngton 104 ngston, 28. The total was 369,

“making an’increase on the premous year of 203, whxch shows’,. - :

very vxgorous operatxon

270. Havmsz farnished such mf’ormatmn as (ve could obtam o
relative to the new laborers in the two Provmces,——both those
under the auspmes of ‘the Amcrxcau Conference, and of the
v Bntxsh —and having reflected ample light on the labors and B
. successes of the European brethren, we ‘proceed to consider
the labors of those connected with the Genesee. Conference, B

for whlch we have far fewer matvnals. -

, 271 We commencc with thn Western, otherwxse called‘ .
- the Upper Canada District.”” - Mr. Ryan' was the. Presid-
. ing Blder, and Judnrmrr from the testimony of one of lns sub— o
ordmates the Rev.  Gideon Lannmw who still survwes_ i
(1868), he had, so far, lost none ‘of his orzgmal energy.,' :
" Hear Mr. Lanning : —“The Rev. Henry Ryan was.a giant in - " ’

those days. Ofa large, athletic frame, a sentanan. voice,

 affluent in speech, a son of thunder, he went;-ibrtb’a.‘s‘:‘ a flaming . -
herald, exetted a wide—"spread‘ inﬂuehce, and did mu"eh» good”

272, In eommg to the Circuits m detaxl we begm at the'
western extremity of (Re - district. Fortunately the ‘ oppor-
tune receipt of a letter, from the orlcmal appointeé to this
ercmt. has just been recexwd whxcn furmshes “authentic.

particulars. It gives an account of the Circmt and the

events of the year ; -as also’Mr.. L:ummo 8 subsequent ‘careery |

for itis of hnn we write. Here are his worde-
T é
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S 278, « Detroxt in 1818 was a mtssxon-ﬁeld embraemo the
‘“whole of . Michigan and a small section of Ohlo, but. did not -
extend into Canada, as* had beep the ‘case prevxously, bnt' .
‘" was attached to the Upper Canada District still. 1n Detroit
. city I found no society, and only two members (Jndae Ab-

- bott and his wxfe) belonging to a society seven mues distant;

.but I had a large eonoregatlon ‘which met in the Council

" House, there being no church of any denomination. in_ the -
;place. I found but one class of twenty members, and a few o
 other -names at various points, making a grand total of
thu'ty members in all in my hands ! Bat there were: many o
doors open to receive the Gospel message, and I had the -

~honor of preachmv in many places where no one “had ever
preached before. . In consequence of failing . health I had to

* leave this* most mvxtmo field of ‘ministerial toil .after the" | ‘
lapse of a few months; and one Thomas Harmon, a local - -

preacher from Canada, oﬂicmted the. balance of the year: )?

274, Mr Lannmg SﬂbjOlnS ;-~“ Tam now on the supernu-

- merary. list, and preach occasionally.” This is well for.a

man of seventy-five. - He adds,—“Thus far I have sailed

elear of ; church censnres, and ’hope ere long to enter into: : e
‘the heavenly rest.. God has Deen good to me, a very unproﬁt-

able servant.”

275. The Rev. Dr. I’xlmore, long a fellowilaborer of Mr.

L has furnishied ‘the following addltlonal particulars,—

«“When his hzalth failed at Detroit, [Mr. L ’s] he was trans.
ferred te the Baltimore Conference’’#[a warmer clxmate] C
"‘He returned to -Genesee and filled  good.. appomtments.

He was small of stature, delicate in. healtb, and a medll
preacher, doing the whole duty of a pastor. His mo
ing traits are punty, kmdness, dxhgenc‘ e

27& Frcm Mr. Lanmnd ’
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'the whereabonts of that man-ofall-work Thomas Harmon. L

. fer at least the larger part of thr.. Conference year (1817—18) o
: _." And this recalls what Mr. Harmon told the - author about
- hrslabors in Detroit.  His statements accorded with those of -

- Mr. L. so far as. the religiots condition Jof Detroxt was ‘con-
" cerned. Harmon*,” I think, claimed to have met with success,
and tohave orgamzed a society in that city. The increase
“on the prevrous year, however, accordmg to the Mmutes, was
‘ only ten. ' : -

. 271. Great have been the changes since, /then. On thls
" subjeet listen once more to Mr. Lanning ;. « After the lapse
of forty years I visited Mlchlo'an, and truly the wilderness
" had ‘blossomed as the rose” Whereas in 1817 I was the.
only Protestant preacher in ‘Michigan, exeept a Presbytenan '
licentiate, I now found two Annual ‘Conferences of our own
Church, and a great number of other evanoeheal denomma-

" 4ions. = ¢ What hath God wrought!’”

. 278. We have no partxculars of ‘Elijah Warren and tho ‘
" Thames Circuit during this year, save that the Minates show'
that the membership went up from 160 to 214 —ar “increase
of 54. A fellow-laborer on a neighboring 6ircuit; Cale"b
Swayze, of the Westminster District, who had enjoyed small
educational advantages himsel ronouhces Warren “a
learned man ” at the time to which we refer ; but said there :
. were objections to hism hecause of his. spendmg 8o much -time.
N nd-writing. He seems to have employed any little
. superronty he possessed in this respect for the lmprovement
of His less cultivated brethren. Sw:gyze says that, in return-
“ing . from a camp-meetmv with Warren, the latter beamled '
.aml improved the time in furnishing the former wrth a homi-
 litical analysis of text after text as they rode along. In the
*absenoe of t.heologwal schools, those oarly laborers tauoht and
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" learned from éach other. This was - luo‘hly commendable :

both on the part of ‘teachers and leatners.

279. The Westmmster Circuit was mext the Thamcs east-. )
ward It was a fonr weeks’ uxrcmt with two preachers,—
Yonmans and QWayze M Youmans lived at Liong Point
 —Mr. Swayze never removed his f’amxly from Gnmcby If
. Mr. Swayze’s recollectxon —who' is now very aged,—can be
relied' on, he and his colleague tock a good part of what was'-
. properly the Thames Circuit. The same authority (Swayze) .

..Bay8 ‘this eu'cmt extended north-eastward to Dumftries, and

‘that they had ¢ powerful times.” Nor does it seem to have
* been all excitement and noise. Their membership- went up

from 166 to 324,—an increase of 158, which was_very great,
considering the scattered state of the population there. -

- 280. Next in order comes Ancaster, to which the’ only:

Conference appointee was Isaac B. Smith. Whether he had
. an assistant under the’ Presiding Elder or not does not ap-
© pear. Father Van Norman, our usual ref'eree, does nof remem-
- ber, who ssid theyhad a ¢ pret,ty good” year. The increase

was thn-ty-four. .

281. Niagara has the winning young Byam and the inde-
fatigable: George Ferguson, who speaks in the highest terros
<o his colleague in his MS. journal. We.had hoped to be
able to give some extracts from that journal to illustrate the

_year of which we are wrltm but have been denied the pri-. .
' vxle«e. Bat the wonderful increase o the. year shows that o

 there, as well as elsewhere, Ferguson's 'mmst"y was a power

_ _ for good “The Cireuit returns Went up from 396 ‘to (96, -

8, nett gain of four hundred souls A o

282, Yonge Street; in char'r of: D.1‘v1J Cnlp, beﬁ'ms Wlth -
169. members and e'\db with 110, But we susyect this
dxmmntxon of numbers arxses from giving oﬂ’ some socwnes{
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,jto the newly formed Duﬂin s Creek varemt. We learned

‘from some source, which we have forgotten; that this and the -

 Yonge Street were worked. as one. Cu’cmt by Messrs. Cu}p, ,

“and Jackson, _althouo'h the return 6f membe ™S was made

separately. - Duffin’s Creek returned 201, an increase of 133;
but then it must be remembered that it shared in the Spl)IlS '
of the. 0ld Smith's Gréek Circuit, whlch ‘was partxuo'rcd be-
tween it and the Haliowell and Bellevﬂle Cn'emts ey

283 These two brethren, once a fortmrrht in then' turn, -
preached in the town of Yorx, in a private kouse, often that
of a worthy citizen, Dr. Stoyles. It was during the latter

part of this Conference year (1817-18), that through the

efforts of their tireless Presiding Elder, the Rev. Henry o
Ryan, means and materials were collected to build. the first .

- Methodist meeting-house in this, the then capital -of Upper

Canada. ~The frame was raised in the sumumer of 1818, and
it was finished and occupied before thé autumn. It stood on
“the. south side of King Street, midway 'between Bay and
Yonge streets. - The account of the formatzon of the first
soclety comes w1thm the’ next ecclesiastical year. -

284 ‘We now enter Mr. Case s sttnct called the « Lo“er; .

- Canada,” although it exteudedf westward beyond  the head
- of the Bay of Quinte, and went eastward no fartbet than -
Montreal. ~ Of Mr. C.’s ministerial labors during this year we
have learned few partlculars we find, however, that some liter-

‘ary engagements were assigned him. This was the year, when N

the American Methodist Magazine, published in New York,
was commenced and Meesr< Case, Pearse, .and - Giles were
appomted out of - the Genesce Conference to prepare mate-
-rials for that pubhcatlon. His good taste and judgment,.
and readiness in composition; prepared him for this difficult
- task. In default of otber partmulara ahout thxs servant of
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. Cl.lriéfdﬁrihg ‘this ye'a\i', we are glad to place before the

[

reader estimates of his character by two of his carly friends,

" which have lately come to hand, the Rev. Drs. Luckey and-
Reed. ‘ IR o P

285. The former éays of him: 41 was long'aﬁd sbmew}ﬂat’

" intimately acquainted with brother Case. Heard him preach

when he was very young. His youth and gravit_y.,cdm'bined' .

to make him one of the, ‘most charming and attracting preach.. - - -
' ‘ers of his day ; and his unvarying devotedness to his work, -

and unselfish readiness to enter and cultivate the most fore -

- bidding fields withont murmur or complaint, endeared him. |
~ to his associates in the toils of the itinerancy, and crowned

the closing scene with ‘unfading glory. He visited me mnot

' long before his death, and we enjoyed the occasion as one of
" peculfiar pleasure and profit.” . Dr. Reed’s apostrophe to him

is tender,—“ William Case, that loving, gentle, Christ-like
disciple—that humble, zealous, faithful minister of Jesus—

who that knew him/ did not admire and love him "~

-286. In considering Mr. Case’s District we reverse the
order pursued in treating of Mr. Ryan’s; instead of begin-
ning at the west we bezin in the east: that is, commence ab

‘Montreal, which stood at the head of the District in the -

Minutes. It had the handsome, polished, and popular Bar- .
low for its pastor ; but more than ‘this we scarcely know of

“the history of the American Society -there for that, year. .

There was only an advance of one in the membership. We
opine the current ran strongly towards thie British Segjety.

. They had gone t_ip to 80. - X ¢

287. The Ottawa secms:to have ha& a ,'sifting" ‘after the’

“revival it had enjoyed the. previous year under the labors of

‘the zealous George Ferguson. Perhaps the non-demonstra-

tive Peter Jones was not the man to keep up so intense an in-
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'tereat as that which his energetio predccessor was always the
- instrument of awakening. Or, possibly, the diminution of

numbers (from 127 to 95, a loss of 32) may hwe been the

result of the needed use of the pruning knife..- We: have
~ gleaned nothing about his labors and we do ot remember
~ to have heard Mr. J ones talked ~bout i in that Circuit.

-288. Nor have we any partm..ars of Mr, Wm. Brown
and the Cornwall Circuit, beyond those that have incident.
ally come out in what we have already said- of the labors of
Mr. Henry Pope, the ‘British Mlsslonary in tbat parfLof the
country.  There was no progress in point of numbérs this

.~ yearon the Circuit, but the loss of two. So much for the
~ effects of the ¢ Mlsslonary war!” The British brethren were
evidently fast crowding the first occupants tp the wall on this
ground. Samuel Heck had met and confronted Mr. H.
‘Pope on the occasion of his first visit- to the old Mahlda—-y/
ckapel, ‘'when the matter was oompmmlsed by their both
- preaching. Tn vxew of the fact that he had . been mvlted up
from Cornwall, Mr. Rope took a very appropriate text,—
% Therefore came I unto you w1thout ainsaying as soon as I -
was sent for : I ask, therefore, for wﬁat intent ye have sent
for me.”—(Acts x. 29.) It was a/very ingenious sermon,
- yet the old farmers of Matilda mau{tamed that their brother-
farmer gave a better one.  This society, with the “exception’
~ of Paul Glasford, Esq., whosehouse was the Missionaries’
head—quarters, remained firm in their allegiance to the;
« American preachers,” as they were called, despite their own:
traditional Tory  proclivities. Old John Vancamp was the
RS '-leader during this stormy period; and- professed that he and -
~ his class were neyer more devoted to God, _Mr. Heck claimeg

‘also to have been the instrument of the awakeping in Johns-

) town, of which, he smd Mr, Pope very adtoxtly gathered o
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e "tbe frmts. But some allowance must be made for extrome
. “views on both sndcs Smce vmtmrr thc above, a private
' ‘,letter from Rev. H. Pope informs me as follows,—¢In the
Comwall Cucmt 1 occasionally met: with these’ brethren,
© and after some time I was fuvited to meet Bishop George
" and ‘the Rev.. Wm. Case.. We met and . talked over our
: aﬂ'aus, but nothing speual resulted from our mterv1ew.

289 The next Cireuit, the Augusta, had a preacher not
- likely to-lose adherents while he remained in the Circuit,
A althou"h the Missionaries were- Wlthm his b{:gn(]s. This was .~
' no other than' the veritable Isaac Puﬁ'er, then perhaps the
A most popular preacher so far as the masses were concerned,
*in the two provinces of Canada, if mdeed we might mcludu,

‘the ‘whole Genesee Conference. :

290. Hear the account of ‘him by those who knew him-*
* best in his’ Conference obituary :—¢ The, Rev. Isaac Puffer
was born in Westmmster, Worcester Qo. i Mass ., on the 20th -
" of June, 1784 [This would make him a man of thirty- - |
three years in 1817, when he was “appointed to’ Canada.]
" «YWhen he was five years old his parents, Isaac and Sarah -
Puffer, moved - to Otsego County, N. Y., where, ‘when the
) sub;ect of this sketch was eight years old, they were converted
" to God, and bécame members of the Methodlst prccopal o F
Church. In 1800 they removed to Watson, Lewis Oountv,' o
~where they resided till. they left the chureh nuhtant for the '
“church- trlumphant

291. “In the fifteenth year of his age Icaac obtamed a clear o
cvidence of liis aceeptamce with God, and joined the Methodist
e ’prscopal Church. - He was one of twelve who constituted -
o ‘the class in the village of Lowvae——one of the first classes .
- formed in the large extent “of tcrntory then known as the - ‘
. *Black River Conntry In ‘1809*” [a.t the > age of\gwenty- -

b ..
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ﬁvc], «he was received on tnal in the New York Confercnce,
and ap'pomted to Otserro Circuit, within the bounds of the -
mnewly-constituted Genesee Conference. He was at the ses-

- sion. -of thls then new Conference. It was held in Sqmre' :
‘Dorsey’s barn, in Lyors, Outario Coumy ‘It consisted of
| fifty-five members, and. comprehcnded within 'its bounds all -
" - the territory now efnbraced in five annual Conf'erences be- .
sides the whole of Canada. - To cumvate this large ™ field
few men labored and suffered more than brother Puﬁ'er He :

for forty years ncither sought nor enjoyed relaxauon fv
“the toils of an itinerant Jife, Hec threaded forest-pafths _
*fopded’ streams, 5, plunged throurrh snow-drifts, and fdcedjthe
peltmg storms.. He preached in all sorts of places, and sub-
mitted without a murmur to'all sorts of fare. \ometlmee,
after travelling weary miles and preaching in a log school-
house or. §lab shanty, e would retire, to. rost on his pa]let of

~ straw, and fall asleep ‘while counting the stars ‘through the

_ chinks in the frail tenement ; and in the. morning perhaps N
crawl out from beneath a bank of snow which had accumu- v
lated on his bed durm" the mn'h S '-

292. < Brother Pu&"er was blessed mth a physlcal orgam-
. zation well adapted to the toils and privations of his calling.
His  chest: was - broad, his limbs muscular, and his whole
“_frame seemed made for endurance and strength:  The energy
., \‘of his will was equal to his power of endurance. It is gener- .'
all; conceded that he' travelled more miles, and: preachea
“more sermons anuually than any other stationed ‘or- C;rcmt
preachet within.the limits of the origioal Genesee Confer-.
-ence. 'lhou«h hexgencmlly increased the mumbers' of his:
o appomtments on his Circuits, and cften extended his labors-
~in every direction far beyond their limits, he was se?dom

know'n to dzsappomt a con«revatmn. . Hxs style of preajchmg
: B .' T E =, . g R ’ !

1."\
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was rly hxs own. .W ithout the leest attempt at. embel- :
llshment ‘and- nsually without' a formal mtroductxon, “he -
proeeeded at onceina plam, matter-of fact ma.rmer to discuss
the suchc The perfect artlessness of his manner, and -the

g strono' gin of common sense wfuch charactemed his sermons,
- geido faxled to secure the fixed attention of his addience.

Hls voice ‘was pecuharly attractive without bemg ‘miusieal.

. His- style, though. not formed - accordmo to the rules of the -

art, indicated a mind wholly absorbed with his subjeet. He

‘was, in the common sense of 'the term, a doctrinal preacher i
-bat he was at the same time both ‘experimental and practlcal '

‘Though often employed on controversial subjects, he never
~ lost sight of the great end of preaching, viz., the salvatxon of

the hearers, Sometupes while engaged. in combattmg popu- .

~lar and aangerous errors he would become decply affected

~ and God wonld set seal to the truth by tbe awakening and
conversion of sinners. The most striking- pecuharxty of his.

preaelung was the faclhty with which he quoted proof texts
giving at the same time chapter a.nd verse.”” '

1293, Such then was the man, then in- the prime of
‘manhood andin the zenith of his ministerial strength, havmg .

- bad eight years’ expenence in’ the itinerant work, who came

mto Canada on the full tide of the Conference revwa], which o
began in the centre of his new field of labor. . He was um- -
boundedly popular, and exceedm«ﬂy useful in the Cu'cmt o

IIe followed hls usual custom there as e]sewhere in brea‘kmv

up new grouud One of his new places was the house of

~ Horace Tupper in Kitley, the father of the Rev. Reuben E,
Tupper. Mr. Tupper became converted, joived the Church,

‘was appomted classleader, and honored -the rchglon ofi
‘Christ-by a blameless life and happy death.” Mr. Puffer.
had two (uﬁ'erent assmtants &urmo the year, under the Pre-’ o

O H H PR D o el er e o
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~ siding Elder—first; the famous Elias Pattie, whose family
“resided at Lake Loiada, who prepared the first class-paper
-for the class in Kitley; and then, towards the close of ‘the
Year, young Thomag Demorest, of whom more. anon. ' The -
" nnnibets'angmented from 505 to 822, 3 nett gain of 317 on
the year.. . . . o

294, Mr. Puffer Was now married, and his residence wag =

in the centre of Augusta, near to that of Mr, Jares Fre| den.

" A'circumstance is ‘remembered by Mr. Paffer’s neighbours

illustrative of his simple trust in God, and, may we not add, o

of his prevalency 'in prayer? - A. quarterly meeting was
- about to be held 4t which the ever-welcome Presiding Elder,
William Case, was expected to be present, This was to be .
~"convened in the Elizabethtown meeting-house, eighteen miles.
away, and it was now March and the snow had gone, thus -
breaking tp the. sleighing. Mr. Puffer observed the never-
failing fast on the Friday previous, and held the accustomed
- prayer-meeting on Friday night. In the course of the mieet.
ing he prayed for sleighing, that they might attend the quar-
terly meéting ; and expressed strong confidence that the
Lord would send it. - The event answered. his "expectations,
" On 'Fridh;y,;durin‘g the night, there was a fall of rain apd
snow, which froze as it fell, and formed a kind of sleet, which'
glazed all the face' of the country, so that sleighs slipped

 along readily.. This allowed the people to assemble for the S

- usual Saturday and Saturday night services; and the sleigh-
.ing continued so as to allow of the - people returning home . -

- - on Sunday night and Monday.

© 295, The Cif@ui@ Prencher and Presiding Elder had stood-

In the same relation to each other before the ‘time of whicb- ‘
We write, in the State of New York ;. and no doubt it was 3
- sourge of mutual satisfaction that they now found this. rela-

’
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" tion resumed We have reason to bohevc a very strono at-

: hohment subststed between them. '

. 296 From the Auvusta we may look across the vaer to

the St, Lawrence ercmt, which was still connected with the- -
- ," Lower Canada Distriet” It was superintended by a Cana- .
dian, a good ‘mag and true, who had passed over from “Au-"
 gusta, where he had been the preceding year. 'We speak of
" Andrew Prindle. - He had’ for a colleague’ Thomas McGee,
~ who had been’ already mtrodnced to the reader, and whom we
- have followed. to heaven. - Of thelr labors and.‘successes we'
- have posmvely no partlculars, only that we observe from the
- connexional feturns that they had a prosperous .year on the":
 whole—their membershlp increasing from 231 to 290, ngmg
4 thsm a nett gain of ﬁfty-mne. ‘This was very good i

297 The reader w1ll please bear us company up. the St.

- Lawrence Rwer till we pass the town of ngston and enter
the Bav of ante which- gives name to the next Circuit we - ,
 have to consider. The Rev. Thomas Madde}r the last year’s =
, ;lneumbent in the supermtendency, remained in thesame posic - '
~ tion; but he had exchanged one very pious colleague for
o "anotber--be had parted with the expeneuced Rhodes for the

* youthful Reeder. They began the year with 730 members,
_and ‘ended with 755 ; thus’ tbey more than hold their own, -
. although Methodlst preachers holding other ecclesiastica:
. relations " are in thelr mxdst blddlll"’ also for the suﬁ'ra"e of

the people.

N~

298, We now Cross the Bay of' Qumte to Hallowel] Thls-

Circuit tock in the whole peuinsula of Prince Edward, and

went up the Lake Ontario some distance,’ t.hus dividing the’

* former Smith’s Creck ercmt with Duffin’s: Creek: and Belle-,
ville Circuits. The Bev. Wyatt. Chambeplaln ha.d married
sts Hallock and was m caarge of the new bu'cmt. He had-'-'

. 6“5
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N i . » for his colleague, now also mamed the ferveut spmted Ezra '
T Adams Mr. Adams was the principal instrument of raising

“up the soclety in the Bnckmau peighbourhood, back of
~ what we now ecall .Reduemlle where there was. a gracious
. revival marked by. some pecuhantles. Peter Redner became
- the ﬁrst Tleader, and remained fauhful through a long life;a
- _most ammbkv spirited, usefal man.

'299. Belleville, now a rlsmg vﬂlage, gives name to a8 new
2 ercmt, made out of 8o much of the*Smith’s Creek ' Cireuit
s { ‘as was compnsed in the township of Maurray, Sldnei, and
Q. Thurlow, also extendmg out ‘to Percy and Rawdon. - ‘The
f nmery young preacher, Israel CFamberlayne, was their
h preacher, and was much beloved.  He .and his brother Wya.tt
- sometimes met at the house of Mr. Young, in Murray, father
- of the Rev. Wr. Young, then a listening, observ;}g lad, and
~ » heard each other preach. - The venerable Jas. R&Armstrong, B
" who resided then in the village uow called Picton, and who
- heard Israel preach avery takmo sermon at a camp-meeting
~ held on the Peninsula, pronouhced Israel the ‘more eloquent
.of the brothers at that day, but Wyatt the more profound
and able. ‘They both had sucoess. Ha,llowell returned 472

- members at the end of the year; Bellevrlle, 165. )

300. The total number of Methodist communicants at the
close of this Conference year (1817—18), in the two Canadas,
vurespectlve of the Border Circuits, whose numbers were
merged .in neighboring American. Cncmts was three thaw
' sand one hundred and ten. :

R 1818-19 -

, 301 We are now entermo on'an eoclesuastlcal year whlch o
constitutes quite an epoch in the history" of Methodism in~ """ "
the Province of Upper Canada (now, 1868, Ontario), as it

- Was the year of the compleuon and opening of the first church,
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orf ‘meetmg house!” a8 it. was then called, in the capxtal ~—the

~ then towu of Yonx,—-—and the formatlon ‘of the first socrety. .
~ Itis an eraof great interest to the author, then a child, as it

© i8 the date at which he was brought under Methodist | ‘minis- -

trations; frOm which point his own personal knowledge alds
hlm in the collectlon and use of matenals for thxs work

802 The Genesce Conference sat this. yea.r in ¢ La,nsmg
S }_‘_»(formerly Genoa), Cayuga County, July.16, 1818.”” Bishop, -

- ',TRoberts now in the second’ year of his Ep;seopate, presl:?/
“ . The old MS journal ylelds some- partlculars relative to Cana-
-“dian’ matters and ‘men. .Peter Jones- (1st) was one of “the
. committee on _the Presiding Elders’ accounts.” James
*. Jackson and Ezra Adams were. “ examined and’ admltted to-
‘,ideacons orders.” . The following- ‘brethren, most of whom s
" wete recommiended by ‘Canadian Clrcults, all.of 'whom wéte
. to travel the forthcommo year in Canada, and four of whom '
o were to spend their- days therein, -were “ recewed on trial,”
' ',_',namely, James G. Peale, Samuel Belton, Robert Jeﬁ'ers, and
W. W. Rundle. The only two locations were William Snow,
. once of Canada, who afterwards Tesumed his-place in ‘the
» Conference, and Eh_;ah ‘Warren, who had. spent the last two

- years of his itinerant life in the Provmce, of whom' we may
_ now take our final leave: L

303 ThIS gifted and j promising preacher had (shali we not
say the mzsfortzme 2) to-form an alliance with the family of »
the- warm-hearted Smith Gyfffin, by marrying his da.uﬂhtet -

“ and receiving with Ler asa Wry a vaidable farm ; by whxch
prospect of ‘worldly comfort he was lured from the then in-
_credible toils and hardshlps of the itinerant mlmstry:\to
 enter into secular life. - No doubt he fondly hoped like many-
~others, still to be- useful by pteachmg the Gospel in alimited -
-~ sphere, without being burdensome to any. - He located on his
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farm; which was situated not far from his father-inlaw's, in -
. the township of Grimsby. He exercised his talents for some. - =
years in a local capacity to the safisfaction of his brethren.
- & After this he was observed to decline spiritually, and then . .
to.adopt by degrees erroneous doctrines, His iofluence in

. -his own meighborhood became in prb'cé‘ss of " time rather
- baneful than otherwise ; he opposed the rising cause of tem- -
perance, and he preached . Universalism. ~About the year .
1832, he had to be publicly confronted, as he was successfully,
by the fearless James Evans, the prospective apostle. of the
Hudson’s Bay Territory. A few years ago Warren left the B
- Provinge, and his whereahouts is not known to the writer,
If alive; may the spirit of truth- bring him- back to the God
"of"hisyouth!_ ST S S

>

o

304. The' incidental mention, once more, of the nare of
Smith Griffin, will farnisk us with occasion to’ say of him
that he wght on for some years longer in “the ‘same course of

- -active and successful business, and liberality to the cause of
" religion and charity. -So latel y as the year 1824, he presented

the celebrated Egerton Ryér,son: with a horse, to gnconmge _

" him, despite. his father’s reluctance, to enter the ‘itinerant

* field. “Mr. Griffin’s sons, whom Lie respectively set up in
. business, were not all as suceessfal asvhi'mself., Their failures,

joined to a want of sufficient commercial knowledge to disin-
- tangle his confused affdirs, led to his /eomplete -insolvency.
His honesty prompted him to give up even histhomestead. -

wo'is

«

e

305. At this juncture God'appeared for him in a remark-
able way: at least so the-writer was informed, by a respectable v
Presbyterian Minister, long a neighbor - of Griffin, whom he -
~ had often counselled to attend tothe interests of religion, -
*while ‘yet a boy, visiting ‘the - mill from timé'to time. The
- account was to this effect :—In his last extremity a deputa. =

A
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“ tion of Indums vmted him from the Slx Natxons, who ne -

sisted on_his going with them on a horse, which they had
~ brought, saddled and bridled. He went, and was conducted

into the. mlddle of a betifal tract of land, six hnndrcd
" .acres in exterit. “ Here,” said one of them, « take any ono

~of these farms you like.” « How is thlS ¥ said Griffin. "~
o “Because, when I was a poor boy, naked, and hungry; and

.1gnorant, you gave me a home, fed and clothed me, and -
- sent we to school, and put me in the way of becoming what -

. T'am” Mr. G. took the farm, and ‘enjoyed the.benefits of it

- during the evening of his days; thus proving the truth of
“that Scnpture,——“ Cast thy bread npon the waters, and thou
- shalt find it after many days.” "All the facts of this case

~ may not be correctly narrated, but we are sure it has an un- .

 mistakable foundation in-trath. His old" neighbors remem-

" ber that he educated an Indian boy, and it is known he -

. spent his last days in the nexbhborhood of the Gtand vaer,
Where ‘he ended his course. m peace. o

306, We shall give the stations: henceforth in ‘sections

4 -made up of each District by iteelf. The most: westem ono
. comes ﬁrst. ~ Rev. Hem'y Ryanis at 1ts head —_ '

-ﬁl

. UPPER CANADA DISTBIOT.

o Hengy Ryax, Preszdzng Elder.
Detrmt—-Alphens Davis.
- Thames— William Jones. .
Westminste’—Daniel Shepherdson. .
-Long Point—David Youmans, Alvin’ Torry..
- Ancaster—Joseph Hickeox, Samuel Belton. e
. Yonge Street—James Jackson, Wm. W. Rundle.

Niagara—Isaac B. Smxth‘ Gdbrge Ferguson R

- ,Yoré-Dawd Culp SRR Nl
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307 vae of thc above names were new to Canada, nnd
were from the United States, namely, Alpheus Davis, Wm.
- Jones, Daniel Shepberdson, Samuel Belton, W. ‘'W. Rundell,
and Alvin - Torry. - 'We obtain a glimpse of the spirit. in
' which they came, the hardships they had to endure, and
- "the mauuer in which their journey was accomphshed from
_some memonals of the Bxdgeway Clrcuxt, N. Y., which re:
late to the year of which we are writing farnished for Dr.i
Peck’s “ Early Methodism,” by the now venerable and Rev."
Zecharia Paddock, D.D., which contains a reference to two
* of the five above meutioned, ‘and another who was' appomted

:":_.._; to the lower district. We furmsh the extract 1n tbe next.‘

‘paragraph. .~ - - SN o
' 308. Says Dr. Paddock “ In 1818 bemg then a ],xttle past :
‘my nineteenth year, I ~was admitted on tnal in the <0ld
© Genesce,’ and appomtetl to the I’udveway Clrcmt in company
~ with the Rev. Parker Buell, ‘as preacher in charge. “When, =
 however, I was told, as I'was soon after Couference, that {'-‘
: was appointed to ¢ Rldveway,’ 1 had noidea of the magnitude -

“of the Circuit, and indeed scarcely any of ‘the locality, Co

beyond the simple facf that, 1!; was somewhere in the wilds of
_Westorn New York; and some’ two or three hundred miles
" frov§ home. - Though very ‘domestic, in my feehngs, and local
in my attachmeuts, I started off from my father’s house i in -
~ Warren, Herkemer county, for my distant field of labor, with
* all the cheerfulness and courage I could possibly command =
for the purpose; though in both qualmes I was little better,
than a baukrupt. On horseback—and to a Mcthodist preacher
~ there was then no other modé of conveyance—it took me -
"',nearly a week to reach mny Crrnuxt. After two or three days
“of “inexpressible loneliness, I.found’ ‘appropriate company, -
‘ -thvervmg roads brouvht together - several young preachers, "
. gnd ere I got half‘ “way to the Genesee Rwer, I was happxly.- :




.
4-

', avsocmted thh the Revs. Alvin Torry, Samuel_@gljmn, and
C. N. Flint, who were on their way to distapt fields of labour
“in Upper Canada.’ Though up to this timeWe had been utter
strangers, we were soon all over in each other’s sympathles. B
Truer friends ¢ould not be imagined. We went on together, -
~ praying and strengthening -each othey’s hands. Passing
. through Rochiester, then a_village of a few bundred inhabis -
tants, we struck off upon the Rld"e Road, and found refresh-
‘ment, a little after noon, at the house of Brother Ketcham, in
the towu of Murray Here, 1t was §0on ascertamed that we

the castermost appomtment therem was at-a school house

R only a few rods from our resting-place. But I had no plan of

- the Circuit, abd must go on into the town of Royalton, near
the centre of it, where I should probably find one. .~ Accordingly,

after dinner and prayer, we went on together. My traveling
- companions now became my guests, and I must provide for
them. Good enough quarters were found at a.log cabin-near
¢Oak Orchard Village,’ where we passed the night, and then
parted. - The adieu of ‘that' morning had a pathos in it, the
remembrance of which now, after the lapse of more “than
" forty ‘years, brings the tears to. my eyes. In silence, and
with averted faces, the dear young brethren mounted their
horses, when one of them ‘turned . to me. and said, the tears
-running - down his cheek: :—¢ Ah; Brother Paddock, if we
. could only stay at home as you do !’ Only think of it, young -
brethren ‘of the present day! there I was, a youth of nine-
~ teen, between two and  three hundred miles from my father’s
house and in the 'woods among. strangers, but; was still ¢ at
home,’ simply because I did not have to go .over the Nlagara
River, into the dominions of- George IIL 1 Contrastmg my .
destmy Wxth theu‘s, I did, mdeed thmk Ihad been somewhat
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7 pe'ttéd'byvthe‘ Bishop. ~;:Bltt't1iey» .‘wére- brave young‘neti, and

-in their several fiélds of labor did honor to the cause of God.”
" 309. Of Mr. Ryan, the P_;'esidihg ‘Elder of the Western
District, and the animating spirit of the above corps of evan-
. gelical 4labo'1'er§,?' we have ndthingv'v_ery special . to ‘say, save ‘
that he was now in the zenith of his effective eriergy. During -
this: year he came ‘quarterly, if ot oftener, to York, the -
.Place. of the author’s childhood-home; and ‘always gave a ]
- ‘strong impulse to the new soeiety. Abont this time I obs
tained my first sight of him' in the streets of :that town,
where he lingered at an auction.  He ‘was then a-‘man of de-
~eided port and presence, and, for ‘that day, comfortably arid
~ clerically clad. - About the. close of that Conference. year I
- heard him preach the first sermon I ever heard. It was an

address to the children of the Sabbathv_‘ﬂSthol;aand some .

* others, and was decidedly impressive. - T

: ,: - 810. The first of the five stvr.ange,rs'; en‘ﬁmétatéd a fow fml?aQ .

- graphs back, (Alpheus Davis,) was set down for Detroit; but -

we have reason to kriow that, if he ever went there, he was
.. very spon,removed"to‘the,Anca‘stcr Circuit, in the place of. |

* Samuel. Beton, who was sen i his plac fo Detn Mgy
statement We make on the authority of the venerable Isaac
~ Van Norman, who resided *within the Ancaster Circnit, and

- from ‘the fact that Mr. Belton told us of “his labors in the =~
city of the Straits.  Had M. Belton known  that he had an- .

~ other two hundred miles to ‘travel after he reached Ancaster,
- through the most deplorable of all roads, he-might ‘well have

~ shed more tears than he ‘did’ on parting' with his brother .

311+ Samuel Belton was 4 native of Ireland, and was born

 Dec. 17,1790 5 so that at the time of his coming to Canada
. he was neatly 28 ye;rs bf;_g;rxe.' ‘He had" comp over to .the

L v,

.
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United States wrth hlS father’s famll ¥s early in lrfe. He '
learned the trade of a cl6th-dresser, in following which occu-

. pation in the village of Rome, N. Y., he was converted, and’

~ 'became the first leader of - the first elass formed in,that. place.v
Being full of zeal for God, and glfted ‘he was made very.

- useful in that locality. - The previous year to the one of which .

. we write, the Presiding Elder :had laid, ‘hold upon him, and

~ sent him to the Ostego Circuit, in the ne:ghborhoodof the Sus-

" quehanna, which at the close of the year recommended ‘himto -

‘the Conference to be received on trial for the regular. mlnrstry ‘

He was the assistant of the renownedwz.bner Chase. . Un\ler ]

fheu' joint labors a glorlous revival took place. As it will

serve to show the aspect and energy of Methodism at thaf.’.'
time, a few partreulars from the pen of Mr. Chase, pre-
served i in the Pages of ¢ Early Methodrsm,” are here- grven -

© 812, « At this Conference” (1817) says Mr. C., “I re--

ceived my appointment to Ostego Circuit, where T was again

A _ 'permrtted to witness the dxsplavs of divine- power and grace,

in the'salvation ‘of ‘many souls. Upon. thls Circuit I found

\_ JosiahKeyes, who was then but a lad, and gave him his first” -
\license to: exhort; who afterwards became so famous as a .
 preacher, and dled while' he was Presiding Elder- of the -

- Cayuga District, so universally lamented. = At a place caxled
'Fly Creek, a few miles west of Cooperstown, there -was a
‘little church or' meetmv—house, whick was built or formerly
occupied by the- Episcopalians, but which was, at the time of

- which I am writing, prmcxparly oecupled by the Methodxsts. - -

In the month of December of that year we held a quarterly‘ o
: meetmg in the liitle .Church.  There had been’ somethmg L
~ of a move among the people of the nelghborhood for a few -

" _~weeks preceding, and several young petsons. had prof‘esSed‘

o to find rehgron. When the quarterly commenced, therefore,

;'the people seemed to avail themselves of' 1ts pnvxleges. e

‘\' -
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~ influence resting upon the congregation. - But Sabbath even-

upon many. At the same time therearose a severe storm
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- 7| 813. “Through the entire meeting there was a heavenly -

© ing was the great and memorable time. The Presiding El- -

~der, C. Giles, remained with us, and was-mtch in the spirit '
of the work.: While some were relating what God had done
for them, an old man who had felt deeply for some days, in-

" quired of a lad who had spoken of the mercy of God to him,

- if he thought there « was mercy for such an old sinner as he
- was.”  Another person answered for the timid lad, assuring - [

the old man there was mercy for him, and that he might find . |

1t then and there. Upon this he fell upon his knees, and .

. many of us bowed with him; and while we were interc'eding ,
- for him, Gd spoke peace to his soul, and he arose and ﬁ}‘f
tified to the congregation. - This produced a’ powerful effect

. of lightning, and thuﬁnde'r',' and rain, attended or éucceeded
. by snow." The thuhder storm at -this season of the year _
added to. the solemnity of the meeting, so that all'idea of |
~ closing it was given up for {he present, and cries, ‘and tears,
~and prayers, and praise were mingled together, without inter-
mission; for several hours, Before the next morning dawned o
_ many souls were delivered from the guilt of sin, and made -
~ to rejoice in God their Saviour. ' Of this number was Martin =~
' ~ Marvin, now a member of theO'neidé_’. Conference. o

" 814, There lived at this time, in a little village called
" Millford, 'sit}iat’e‘df a few miles '}qelow~ Cooperstown, on th N
".Susquehanna River, a Major Badger, a man who had enjoyed
* literary advantages. ahove most of, his neighbors ; and whose o
~ mind was’ stored with: general k owledge: by reading and
- observation’; but he wasan’ unbeliever: ifi. revealed religion, =~
" and openly professed and advocated . deism. ‘He held B
 at this time the first office in t\x} town, and his influence wag

© e
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o great. Durmg the winter of 1817-1 8, gome busmess had led '
- him to attend the Session of the Legxslature in Albany for -

_ several weeks. Durmg his absence his wife had attende&;' .

a Methodist meeting in a neighborhood some distance  from

- home, a privilege she could not enjoy with the knowledge and ¥
' consen,t of her husband ; and at this meeting she had become -~ . &
" ‘awakened, and sought the Lord in secret, and - found a sense .
~ of. sing’ forglven. ‘But thls, for, the time being, she kept to;*
" herself; and when her husba.nd returned she hesitated - to
- mention what the Lord had done for her soul f@nng lns
,opposltmn, e Tl e e e e

Lt aeiesiein S 4§

815, ¢ In an adJOlmng town hved a man by the name of
' ,-'Marvm, the father of Martm Mazrvin, of the Onelda‘ Confer-
ence, whom I have mentloned before. - Badoer and Marvin =
- had been formerly intimately acquamted bul{;iJ the latter having
~ some time before embraced religion, their intimacy had been
- interrupted. But it happened, soon ‘after Badger returned
~ from Albany, that some business -brought therm togethere .
After their business 'was accomphshed Marvm mqmred of
Badger if he ever attended Methodlgt meetmvs. - ¢No, sald
_ he, ¢you know I don’t believe in’ such thmgs, and why should
I'go?’ Said WIarvm, ‘There will be preaching in such a
.~ place, od such an evening, wh1c°h is but two or three mlles
from your house, and I ask you as a friend to 80, and at least /
- for on¢e hear a sermon,’ Badger gave him no proxmse to /
- attend but on oomg’Home, he asked hxs wlf'e if she wished to o
gotoa Mcthomst meeting:  She was 50 astonished and over- '
come, as she afterwards sbal;;d that “for some time she could
- give no answer,  But- after recovering herself a httle, shé
replied, « Why, do you wish to go ?° ‘I do not know that I
do, but Marvin has beeu pressing me to go and hear u
. Mcthoalst prnacher at T. s next chnesday evenmrr. - Welly

e
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 said she, “if you wish to go, T will accompany you. He
replied, ¢ Well, then, Vj;ig wdl make our calculations tb\g'o'.’
. 38l6.« She-'cpul'd”’Wit'h_ difficulty. suppress. her feelings untiy-
~ she retired to her room, where she poured forth her gratitude
to God for this uriexpected event : that she was likely to have
- the privilege to attend a Methodist meeting with the consent .- -
vof her hushand! The evening arrived, and Badger and his T
- wife repaired to the meeting. ~ " The preacher. was. entirely .
. ignorant of the circumsiances above’ related, but felt, in a
rather unusual degree, the importance of his ‘work, "and
. endeavored ta;defscribe " the .Wretched. - state of ‘man by -
" nature, his need of the mercy of God, and how; that mercj \ ,
could be exercised through Christ, and only through Him. ‘

- 7817, “When the meeting was closed, the ‘Major came for-
~ward and introduced himself to. the. predcher before all the
Congregation, by. giving his name- and - place of residence, .
- -and added :—<If jou have heard: anything of Millford village, ”
you have probably heard that Methodist preachers have heen =~
abused there,’ alluding to the case of 'E‘bei;ez'e'x"White, who -
- once attempted to preach in Millford, and was abused by a- =
~ ‘mob. - ¢ Bat, continued he, ¢ I wish you to come and preach = - -
: 'i_l'l’Milltford, afd if you will consent, I 'Wﬂl(' pledge myseif »
- that- ybt; will be wel’l.qse_d{i’, ‘The pr_eacherfix_iformed him --
' tlfatfén such an_evening he would be there. ThévM'aj?r.as-‘ :
.8 'lred'h’im the'.,appoiptment would be given out, and invited . -
~him to make his house bis‘home, Meu the day arrived
 the Ppreacher came in the’afternoon, and received a bearty
‘weleome to the Major’s houge, who soon brought, forward the o
- Bible, and commenced stating his deistical objections, and - _
pointed out what he thought the inconsistencies” and conta-- .
dictions in it, though in a calm and gentleman-like manner. . . -
- In this way the.#fternoon passed, and the hour for meeting

3
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havmg arrived, the conoregatlon assembled ina large sc'hool-
| house, with a swinging partition in the centre, which was
 raised, and the house filled to- overflowing. The geason was *
solemn and impressive, and all seemed to listen with deep
attention. When the services were closed, the Major called -
- the attention of the congregation, and said he wished to know
if they desired the preaching to be continued, and . called on
those who weré in favor to arise. Th: whole convre«auon‘. '
were at once upon théir feet, and an appointment was ae-
cordmgly left for four weeks fromi that evening. '

318. .« After. returmng to the MaJor the sub‘]eét' of the
' Bible and revealed religion was resued, and continued till
.a late hour. When the preaeher came’ from his room atan -
early hour in the morning, the Major met him, saying, ‘I
" have had:a fire, and have- been waiting for you: for some. -
‘time.” The Secriptures werc still the subJect of conversation,
until the preacher perceived thai the Major was ev1dent1y
- deeply wrouo'ht upou by the Spmt of the Lord. He there-
- fore thought it best to leave him for the present to his own
reﬂectlons -and immediately started for his next appointment,
without dropping, the least hint that he had dlscovered the
‘ Ma_]ors agitation. -

«QOn the next day precedmg that on. whlch the ap- -
: pomtment was to be again’at Millford, the MaJor went -to
~meet the preacher at an appomtment a few miles distant,
. and coming into the house where the preacher had put up,
) he took him’ by the hand, and, bathed'in tears, exclaimed, -
¢TI find myself a wretched sinner,. undone thhout the mercy o
‘of God:’  After a little convérsation they walked together__
to the school-house ‘where, the meetmg was to be held The -
- text was Phil.i. 20: ¢ For'unto you it is given in the behalf
of Chnsb, not only to beheve . h1m, but also to suffer forj
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 his sak’e._’ While fexpl;xlining‘ the formei_"‘phm;_ of this pi'iv'i'-f-

<leg¢lgiyén us on the behalf or through Christ, the Major

~ found power by faith to lay hold on the promises of God in -

Christ ;. the bonds were broken, and his soul exalted in the
Joy of pardoned sin. The Major staid for class-meeting; and

. this being the héaifest-.society to Millford, pe offered himself-

as a probationer for membership before he left the house,

: and. his name was enrolled among them, “At the earnest .

“that night ; and what & scepg [ 'Then, for the first time, the

husband and wife unfolded ‘to each other their feelings on .

 the _éﬁ;important ‘subject of religion. The neighborg were - |

called in, and praise, and prayer, and. sighs, and tears were i

B - mingled together. - The next evening the school-house gohld

) ,iq'Miﬂfbrd::wou]dlﬁﬂ '_many‘she'e'tsi but T will only a‘drd,“a _
- Bociety was raised, _embra.ceiug the heads of many of the first .
families in the place. Among these was Mayor Eddy, the

fatker of the Rev. L. A. Eddy, of the Oneida Conference.

: ‘Majqn_;Badger exemplified religion in life for a number of

Soat this-i.'ime', well developed and Prepossessing. Six or seven

years after the time of which we write, the author saw him

. for the first time, and his boyish “fancy was impressed with N
~ his appearance and dignified carriage, as he walked down the

. tisleand ascended the pulpitin the old chapel in: York.. He *
' ~,‘Wa‘si_-l>1nmp and éom'ely looking, with. full, closely shaven face,
* - ~filling his respectable clerica] habili’mvents,’—-breeahes‘ and -

L . .
R .
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o »vstocki"ngs —in, a Manhef thait madehim very présénts;bl'eQ His -
~ preaching at that. day must not be judged of by his efforts

during Ius superannuated days, when his health was broken,."_ Lo

. and younger men of greater : advantao'es ‘had arisen to eclipses

and intimidate him. Mr. B.’s talents for his day were l‘espcc.f el

table, having a commandmo' manner and a style of declaimation, :

- ‘which, when he felt .liberty,’ -arose to: eloquence.‘ He was
- good-tempered and managed his Cn-cmts very successfnlly
~ We have.few paltxculars of his sojourn in Detroit.

322. The next - Circuit, gom<r eastward and in, Canada e
proper,: the Thames, had one of the newly»amved for ‘its .

preacher ;- this was William Jones. He was young and small of

_ stature, with a smooth boylsh face, and of chlldhke manners,
* which made him appear still younger than he was. Henee he
‘was famllharly called *¢ Little - Willy: Jones.”> . Very pious
‘was he, and affectionate, which made him quite susceptible of -

‘syinpathy with the emotional, demonstrative character of the - -

Methodist. people in Canada of ‘that day. . To ¢ ‘lget happy,

sing and shout;- were common occurcnces’ with leiy Jones. -

We/necd not say that he was a great fivourite wjxth theyoung .~ B

o pcople, and very much of a pet with ‘the old "He labored_,
~several years . in connectlon with the two. Canada. sttncts,‘
. which’ tpg;lée ita sbject of cunosxty to know, whence he came,

v ’»"and what were hls antecedents. . This curiosity ‘we are but

poorly . prepared. to’ gratify. The Mmuies say, he was

¢ received on trial?’ in 1816, two years before our. _present -
~ date, and was consequent]y in deacon’s ordc,/rs when heentered -~
‘the Provinee. * He labored the first year of his ltmerancy on
* the New Amstexda;m Circuit, with another. The next year . -
_ (1817), he was in charcre over another, on the Oaledoma}

Circpit, botn in N. 1 This year he was alone on the Tham
“We have nofacts or incidents connected with his sojourn théy

- ,He camg_in the sxfmng year, after a renval \but onlf
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teported a decrease of five, We shall get a closer view of
- -'323. The ne,;ﬁ Circuit in the order we have a&opted, the v
Westminster, had an incumbent new’to the Provinde alss;
©» ag. well as the last, but.one afterwards very favorably knqwn_
' therem ‘This was no-other than the pious, path’e,tic,: and
" persuasive thiel’f‘ShepherdsOnQ "He ' was a native of the
- United States, but what part precisely we have not learned,
He had been received into full connexion and ordained
. deacon at the previous Conference, and consequently had
lEH@i{ed previously on a Circuit at least two.ycars, both of
- these years had been spent on the far-famed Ridgeway Cir- -
* cuit, - Of his' early life, and labors, and successes before he
- came t us, we know but little or nothing ; but he soon es- -

- tablished a character for piety and fidelity here. The Reyv.
Robt.' Corson,'who knew him personally, - pronounces him -
well educatéd ; neat but plain in his personal attire; a good |
- visitor, pastorally; and. generally useful..  During his stay

in the Circuit a nett increase of 158 souls was reported. It
. was then an extensive field of labor, comprehending the -
ground now "bo,ve;ed','by six Circuits.”  His- deep, tender -
- type of piety, rendéred him, it is gaid, an especial favorite. )
*-among the more heavenly-minded gisters of that day. - o

'324. An incident is recollected of him by a fricnd, ‘then:
~ young, who i'esided within the bounds, of the Circuit, whichi
~ indicated his ca,utic)n»a’hd',conscignti%ahess in-a matter in .
- which travelling preachers have sometimes- damaged their
- usefulness, namely, that of exchanging horses. ‘He<had a. .-
‘Yeautiful animal, which exactly [matched another possessed by v )

- ame of the friends in the Circuit, .who offered Mr. Shepherd- -
~#on one in all respects- as valuable, but of a differen { appear- *
anoe, for hls.MrS did not venture to'move in the mattey

T e




until he had consulted every official member around the Cir-
cuit, whether it would be seemly or not for him to make the
exchange. There.voice was that there was no harmin his
obliging his friend in that particular, and the exchanve was
made.

325. Long Point Clrcmt the mnext in order, had also,
along with an old Canadian stanby, the Rev. David You-

‘mans, in the person .of its junior preacher, also a new man.

This was the Rev. Alvin Torry, to whom, on account of the

work he was the means of initiating a little later, we must

give more attention than to most of his cotemporaries, In

" this we are aided by bis own published autobiography.

326. He was born July 27, 1797, in the town of Stafford,
county of Tolland, Connecticut. His parents became mem-
bers of the Methodist Church aboat the time he was born,
and three of his mother’s brothers became ministers. The

famlly.removed and settled on the Butternut Creek, Una-

dilla county, whence several of our early itinerants came.
His first religious impressions were made during a great re-

- vival in that neighborhood, at the early age of scven, which

never left him till they ripened. into. a thorough change and
voluntary membership with the Church, at sixteen.

'327. From the time of his union with the Church he felt
2 concern, for the salvation of souls, and was led to- pray

and exhort in public with comfort and effect. The sudden -

death of his father 1.ft his mother a widow, and the princi-
pal charge of the family upon bim. It was thercfore a great
trial to his own and widowed mother’s faith, when the re-

nowned Loripg Grant called upon Lim after his return from -

the Conference of 1816, and said, « Brother Alvin, are you
ready to mount your horse and enter the itinerant field ?”

Hxs answer was, “ Ihave no borse,”” “Well,” said Grant. :

N

Oy et o

o b pd e m m L M

R



H18 COTEMPORARIES. 188

% I have a horse, saddle, and portmantean, which T will let
~ you have, and you can pay me when you are able.” 'Thus
one obstacle was taken out of the way; but now comes the
most formidable difficulty. Hear his own words:—¢ I laid
* the matter hefore my mother she said she did not know
how she could keep the clnldren together and get along with-
out me; * Bnt said she, ¢ I must not oppose or “discourage
you in what seems to be your duty to God and the Chnrch.l N
The Lord will provide. Go, and my prayers shall ascend -
to heaven for your success.’”. Such struggles and tri-
‘umphs, no doubt, had their parallel in the experience
of most of the laborers of that day, had the particulars
been recorded. His year under the Presiding Elder
was on the Cayuga Circuit, with his friend Mr. Grant.
He says, “ During this year the Lord gave me satisfactory
evidence that I was doing the work he had made me for.

On one public occasion, while I was preaching, the power of
" God fell upon the people, and before we closed several wera
converted.* I remained in the- Circuit till Brother Grant re-
turned from the Conference, which held -its session in Eliza-
bethtown, U. C., where I was admitted on trial, and ap-
. pointed to Scipio Circuit, which lay directly north of the
one I was now learing,” K
. 828. During that first trying year of his itinerancy, God

-abundantly recompensed him and his devoted brother for
their faith and sacrifices in behalf of His -cause. Torry had
been the instrument of raising up a new society in unbroken .
ground, the vxlfage of Dryden, Cortland Co., which stood
fast, He was likewise cheered in a visit home during the
year to find, using his own words, that  bis brother Daniel,'
with his eldest sister, Hannah, had embraced religion, and
united with the M. E. Church; so that his mother had three
of the five nov with bir who could unite with her around
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the ﬁnnly alm in prayer and praise teGod “Wealthy, ond |

“rehglon ut a camp-meetmg whleh I attended When ahe -
~ ‘emerged into the light and life of the Son of God, she had mo

. use of her'bodily powers but her voice, with that she cried
- “Glory, glory, glory{* for three hours, while her face shone -
like the face of ‘an angel. - She has since taken her place by

the side of her sainted mother, fast by the. throne of God.”

329. In reference to his second year, he speaks of his
colleague as “a- good man, and’ spiritual - preacber," with
_ .whom he « labored iu harmony’;” of the largeness of his Cir-

éuit, “which inelided twelve townshxps and of revivals in

‘Spafford “Side Hill,” in Marcellus, and Skaneateles yxllaae.
- « This, on the Whale,” said he, ‘was a good year »

" 330. Hearlns own -account of the transmon ‘from there

. to" Canada:—%1 attended the Conference,” (in- 1818) '.

 which held its session, on the banks of Cayuza Lake. At
the close I was lead off for Long Point Cireuit, U..C. = After
receiving my appomtmenf. I visited my mother, divided my
Zundred-dollars with Fer, and prepared for my journey to

the - then far-off regmns of the dominions of George the :

Thrrd
*831. « At this time there were only two Presiding Elders
'm the Canadas, and. they took the supervision of the whole

work. ~ They were William Casa and Henry Ryan, and to
~ them constant applxcatxons were made from the people of the
mew-settlements for preachers. The fields were all whitening

'to the harvest. This year, (1818,) Brothers Case and Ryan

~attended the Conference above named, and requested the
Presiding Bishop to select from the Conference a troop of

young men for the Canadas.
+332. “ It was done; and as soon as the Conference closed

its session they monnted,_ their horses .and storted‘_ Our
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eqmpage for the battle-field wasa portmanteau ana valise ;
in them we stored our wearing apparel, Bible, and what .
other books we were able to get, and but a few dollars in our
pockets. Our outward dress and appearance when mounted, -
gave us the name of the ¢ Methodlstlcavalry

333. “We pursued our journey till we reached the waters
of Niagara, baving travelled already two hundred miles,
We entered the Canadas at Queenstown, a little below where

_“the great battle was fought during the war of 1812, in which

_ the ‘brave and noble Gen. Brock and his aide-de-camp, Col.
McDonald, were shot from their horses within a few mo- -
ments of each other by American riflemen. We stopped to
survey the battleground where so many brave men lost

their lives through the mismanagement of  their commandmg_
oﬁicer. - He refers to his countrymen. -

1334, “Here I took leave of my brethren,” (Belbon and
_ tht) « they going north, and I bearing off to the west. I
still had over sixty miles to travel before reaching my Cir-
cuit, and among entire strangers; but I found them very
kind, and as hospitable as those of my native state.

335. “When within about twelve miles of Long Point I :
entered a small valley where was a little village, called Lo-
dersville; it had received its name from a wealthy merchant
who owned a large distillery there, and who had in his em-
ploy and under his control a large number of men. Neither
the merchant nor his men professed religion, and I found

~ on enquiry, that it had been given over and abandoned by
‘both Presbyterians and Methodists; the former of whom
had commenced building a church, but when half finished
had left it to the moles and the bats. I tarned my eyes .

" towards it as I passed through the village, and said to my-"
self, ‘I must make an effort to save this people.’
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336. «T weat to my field of labor—found the classleader

of a small socicty at Long Point, who received 'me'l":it;dl"y', -

and directed me to the dwelling of a Local Prea sher, Daniel

Freeman, who, I found, had been an itinerant in the early

days of Methodism in the United States” (and who, our
readers have seen, labored also effectively in Canada), ¢ but
bad taken up his residence here. I found him a good

brother, io good circamstances, and with a most amiable

family. They bade me welcome to all that was caleulated to
meke myself and horse comfortable. Oae night, while at
Brother F.’s, I dreamed I beheld a great fire break out on
Long Point Plaios, and seemed to light up the whole country

around. When the family called me to breakfast, 1 told
- them my dream, and said, we shall have a, reforma.tnon soon
~ through this country.

337. «I found I was to be associated with an aged brother
for my colleague, David Youmans; but he did not remain

long on the Circuit, as the Presiding Elder removed him to
- apother part of the Province, and seat on a Bro. Jackson”

(James), “ who was not what I wanted for a colleagne. He
after several years travelling -under the direction of the
Genesee” (and Canada) « Conference, 1aft our Church,.and
“showed by his works that his heart was not with God. -

338. «My experience in the work of the ministry  was
small, for T was not yet twenty-one, but my Presiding El-
der bald I must consider myself,in charge. The Lord helped

~ me, and gave me tokens for gool; aand before I had gone
one round on my Cireuit, the Lord began to convert sinners, -

and reclaim backsliders. I had not gone once around my
extensive Circuit when the work of reformation began; and

~ in one round I admitted into the Church alxty on prubatxon.'

The most of these were new converts.

f
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- 839, “The mighty flame spread rapidly, and we soon com-
menced a camp-meeting within - the bounds of our charge,
. and God was with us in great power. A company of row-
dies from a distance, came on the ground with the intention
* of disturbing us. They bad chosen one of their number as
s leader, but soon after enterinz the encampment, he was
arrésted by the mighty power of God. He tried to leave the
ground, but suddenly fell, and lay all night as stiff and cold
asa dead man. In the morning, animal life returned, and he
was able to walk around, and bis countenance showed that a
great change had. taken place in his mind. Iis jaws were
set, and he could neither open his mouth nor speak until
towards noon, when he said he had seen heaven and hell ; he
was remarkably solemn and devotional. Our camp-meeting
closed up gloriously, and the Lord was with us in great
power, to save lost sinaers from death.

"'340. “I now resolved to visit the people of Lodersvxlle.
"who had been on my mind from the time I first passed -
through the village. An appointment for preaching in the
old unfinished church had beea given out, and when I en-
tered I found a respectable and intellizent congregzation as-
sembled. I stepped upon a platform  knelt down, and
prayed, and then sung some appropriate verses. While
singing, I found I had gained their attention; and during
my sermon I saw the truth had taken fast hold of the hearts
of many in' the congregation, and I knew the Lord would
save his people. As'soon as I had closed, I was obliged to ~
mount my horse, aud start for my afternoon appointment;
but before leaving, I told them that in four weeks, the Lord
willing, I would preach to them again. So extensive was
" my Circuit, and so great the work already in my hands, T
found I could not preach to them sooner. When the day
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arrived, as I was making for the old churéh I was met by

& man‘who told me the people were assembled in a large -

unfinished house, in the centre of the village, and said he

would take care of my horse. = All this was by the order of

Mr. and Mrs. Loder. I found ‘s fine congregation, well
seated, waiting for the Minister. The Lord was with usin
great power. The people melted” down like wax before the

fire. "Weeping and cries of ¢ What must I do to be saved ¥’

were'heard from every part of the congregation ; and before
I closed the meeting I read the ¢ General Rules of our So-

- ciety’, and said, ¢ All who.are willing to be governed by these

Bible Rules, and wish to be joined toogther in church fellow-
ship, will rise.” Over twenty rose and gave in their names,

Among these was Mrs. Loder; her only child, a very amiable |
~ daughter of sixteen; o sister, who was an inmate of her

family; and a young gentleman who was a clork in Mr,
Loder’s store.

341. « After closing our meeting, Mr. Loder invited me
to his house. I went. After seating ourselves in his parlor,
he said, ¢ Mr. Torry, I am glad you have succeeded so well
in organizing a church among us to-day; and I am pleased

that my family bave become members of the same, and when -

I become fit, I mean to be among you. And now we want

a decent house to worship in, snd I am determined to build:

one. I can do it without asking for a cent from any one.
The Lord wrought gloriously among the people. Mr. L.
built -a neat, good-sized house; finished it to the turn of a

key, and I wag called upon to preach one of the dedication

sermons. »

~ 342. Mr. Torry also -speaks of being invited to preach the

funeral sermon of an aged Presbyterian Minister, greatly re--
~ spected, once hostile to Methodism, in the church in which

N ]
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he had preached forty years. A profound impression was
- made. - An invitation to take up an appointment then en.
-sued. ~ “In a short time a socisty was organised, with w!nch
nearly all the members of the Presbyterian Church uni
¢ And in less than six months,” said he, “we had bmln

-respestable house for worship, and Methodism took a fast
hold of the hearts of the people in that plaee.”

243. Mr. Torry, during his stay in this couatry, hud 'y
great reputation for piety among the Canadian people. He
and two other young Americans, Shepherdson aad Reeder,
were thus characterized, whose devotion: approached the -
borders of ascetecism; but who were the instruments of *
bringing the people much nearer to God. We shall get some
inkling of Mr. Torry’syeculur type of piety hereafter. He
was taken from this Cucmt rather before the close of the
year, as we shall see, to accompany a Bishop in his journey
through the Province. For the present we leave hun, aml
turn to his fellow-laborers.

. 344. Niagara and its laborers are the next in order. The .
. preachers on this Cirenit are two, neither of whom " are.
~ strangers to the'reader, but both well and favorably known.
These are the Revs. I B. Smith and George Ferguson. -
: They have trials, as they thought, of an unwelcome kind,
by the entrance of men who  preached no other Gospel
than that which the people had heard. - While George Fer-
guson was about to open his commission one Sunday morning
in the Stamford school-house, a gentleman, habited in black,
made his appearance in the congregation, which so far awoke
the fears of «Little George,” as to lead him tn give out the

_ bymn begianing with—

-
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: "Jm, Great Shepherd of the lheop,
- Tothee for help we fly ; :

© Thy little flock In safety keep,
For, Ol the wolf is nigh.”—

in which the people poured out their solicntndes to God.

That “ wolf,” gentle reader, was no more nor less than the
Rev. Henry Pope, Wesleyan Minister, whose version of

~ matters and things we must hereafter'give. The want of Mr,
. Ferguson’s Journal prevents us from farnishiug the readerwith

many interesting parhcuhn he may learn when his personal
biography appears in pnnt. Although Mr. Smith was talented,
and Fergnson excelled in zeal, their numbers decreased
106, going down from 796 to 690,

345. We proceed next to the Ancaster Cireuit, to wlnoh

Joseph Hickeox, an old acquaintance of the reader, and Sam-
_ uel Belton were appointed by the Conference of 1818, We
~ have seen that Mr. Belton was removed early in the year to

Detroit; and the appointee to that place, because of ill health,
bronght down to Ancastér. We get very fow particulars of
Mr. Hickcox this year, save that we learn that, very good -
preacher as he was, he was distanced in the estimation of his

. hearers, by his newly imported colleague, which occasioned ‘-
‘some unpleasantness of mind. This colleague was Alpheus

Davis, already mentionéd, of whom we must now proceed to
give a more particular aceount. Happily we are not left to
conjecture, being favored w1th his Conferenoe obituary.

346. * He was born at Paris, Oneida, New York, December -
11, 1793,” so that he was 25 years of age at the time of his
coming to Canada. * At the age of twelve years he removed -
with his parents to Rodinan, Jefferson County, where, a year
after, he experienced the forgiveness of his sins. Although
for some time he strictly observed the duties which the religion

v
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of the Gospel inculeates, yet, through the influence of
temptation, he at length threw of the restraints of divine
* grace, and fell into a careless, backslidden state. It was not
‘long, however, before the lost sheep was found, and the
prodigal son restored to his father’s house. Being reclaimed
from'a state in which the sufferings of his mind had been
exquisite, and out of which he had escaped through struggles
of the deepest anguish, the powers of his mind began to un-
. fold themselves like the blossoms of spring, particulary as it
related to the calling in which he closed his life, and from the
zeal and ability with which he exercised himself in religious -
meetings, his brethren could not mistake the sphere in which
God-had designed him to move. Giving evidence of his call
to the ministry, he was regularly authorized to preach, and
- was employed to labour in the vineyard of the Lord, as follows:
- About one year he labouréd as a Local Preacher, after which
he travelled nearly a year in the Cayuga Circuit, under the -
Tlicense of a Presiding Slder. The following year, namely,
1816, he was united to tbe itinerant ministry, and appointed
to. the Northumberland. Circuit; 1817, to Clarence; 1818, -
‘to Detroit ;”* but was changed to the Ancastu-, U. C as we
have seen.

347. Of Mr. Davis’ personal appearance we can give but :
little account, save that incipient disease gave him a delicate
look. He was a very popular and usefal preacher, and said
ito be of a very sweet spirit. He and his colleague had cer- -
tainly great cause for mutual gratulation'; for, if the Minutes
are a guide, the Great Head of the Church gave them a nett

“increase of no less than three huudred and three. :

348. As this was Mr. Davis’ first and last year in the
Prcmnee, we may as well see what his Couference obxtuary
- says of his charaoter, remaining ministerial labours, ana end :
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“ In 1819, he was appointed to Herkimer, N. Y.; ia 1820, he
appeared on the Minutes superannuated.”” His brethren say
of him: “Qur departed brother and fellow-labeurer in the
Gospel bas left a vacancy in the Church which few mll be

able to supply. To say be had no faults would be to raise

him above hnman beings; but to ssy that few luva lnd leu

of aoeul_hfe,he _wuhnghlyestsemed,uwenbythongedn
the youth. An assemblage of agreeable and useful gualities,

which were the ornament of bis mind, and the savour of his
life, could not fail to interest society. But when we follow

our dear brother through the more retired and obscure scenes
of life into the field of his public ministry, we find bim no

.. lesa the faithful pastor of his flock than the agreeable and
* profitable associate of his friends, and the dutiful child of his
~parents. His private studies, his pastoral visits, and his

publio exercises, were happily directed to the great objes!.

“which the Gospel is designed to promote, and it may be said

of him in every station which he filled, that his ‘labour ws?

not in vain in the Lord.> Though he sustained every relation -

in life he held with reputation and. usefulness, at no period
did he shine with more lustre, -or appear to a greater advan-
tage than in hig last illness. After the consumption (of
which he died) had progressed to an alarming stage, he ex-
pressed a wish to regain bis health; he, however, deprecated
the approach of dcath only that he might be serviceable to the
world as an ambassador of Christ. The patience which

dxstmgmshed the last sufferings of brother Davis, as well as -

the fortitude and cheerfulness thh which he met the king of
terrors, gave evidence of that true plety which is pecuhar to
the Christian. He was held in such high esteem by the

friends among whom he died, that several families contended

r»
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for the privﬂege of nursing him in hls sxckness. Bat, not-
withstanding his youth, his rare and promising abxhtxes, and
. the hopes and solicitude of his friends, he fell a victim to

. death! He sleeps to wake no more in time. This promising
youth, after having ‘fought the good fight, and kept the
faith,” finished his eourae, Oetober 8th, 1820, in the twenty-
seventh year of his age.” This was about fifleen or six-
~ teen months after his leaving Canada.  The circulation.of
these melancholy tidings among his friends, and etpeoidﬂy‘ :
among his spiritual children, though it may call them w
mourning, yet it must excite the liveliest gratitude to God for
giving him the victory in death, To sustain our loss with
- resignation, let us calmly reflect that he has gone to meet his

- rich reward in heaven. That he died in the Lord and rests
, fromhulabmm, wecanhavenodonbt.

349. The next Circuit is a new organuatmn. It t.akes its
name from the then capitil of the Upper Provmce, the town
of York. That is, this is its head, and its members, if any,
must be made up out of the Yonge Street and Ancaster Cir-

~ cuits, and most likely of previously unoccupied parts of the

" ¢New Purchase,’ the ‘New Survey’ of which just now be-
ging to be taken up. - The Rev. David Culp is the Incambent.
We have réason to believe that his-family was located in Tra-

falgar or Nelson ; and that to accommodate hun the appoint- ’*

" ment was made.

- 350. The first Methodxst chapel that ever ensted in the town
of York was| erected during the summier of 1818. To procure -
the money for the enterpnze, Elder Ryan had mortgaged his -
farm, and was just at this time appealing to the Methodists
thronghout his District to indemnify him for the outlay. The

- appeal was not made in vain. It was a plain, one-storied

~ wooden building, probably 30 by 40 feet square. It stood
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‘on the sonth side of King street, “abont imdwa'y between

Yonge and Bay streets, upon land which had been obtained
from Mr. Jordan Post. A Methodist, I think from the
country to the east.of the town, made and put up the frame,
which was raised without whiskey, then invariably given on
such occasions—the only treat being “ cakes and tea.” -The
joiner work was done by old Mr. Hemphill, of Trafalgar,
‘then somewhat famons asa dpmonstratxve Methodist.

- 351. Preaching was oommeneed before the house was fin-
ished, while the worknién's hods were still standing. Besides
Mr. Culp, the Yonge Street preachers sometimes supplied the

- pulpit. It is believed Mr. Culp preached the first sermon
- the first Sabbath, and Mr. Jackson the second sermon. =
7 Ubder the second sermon Mr. Wm. P. Patrick, a clerk

of the House -of  Assembly, found the' peace of God, who

- became the first leader, and greatly beloved and usefal in his
" office. The opening of the church and the formation of the

class mnst ‘have been in the autumn, for Mr. John Doel of
Toronto,- who still survives, states that he and his mfe arrived

" from England, via Philadelphia, in-both.of which. places they

had been members of the' Meth@dxst Society, on the 5th of

- November, 1818, and found the class newly formed, and con-
- sisting of only siz members, only five of whom he remembers,

namely, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick, Mr. and Mrs. James Lever,
parents of‘ the Rev. John Lever, of the Wesleyan Conference,

- and Mr. James Hunter. Messrs. Lever and Hunter had held |
* prayer-meetings before a society was formed. Dr. Thomas
~ Btoyle, in whose house there was sometimes preaching before

the chapel was erected, and who became a life-long friend of
the cause, the author believes to have been the sixth. Mr.

and Mrs. Doel gave in ‘their certificates of membership from
"Philadelphia- to to the Rev. Mr. Culp, and increased the class

~--
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 toelzht. Two of M. Patrick’s sisters soon also became
members, Miss Sarah Gilbert and Mrs. Doctor Morrison, who
still survives. Shegnd Mr. and Mra. Doel are the only mem-
bers of the original Toronto class who remain alive and in
the Church. Mrs. Mary Carroll, the writer’s mother, after a
state of religious despondency of nine years’ standing, found -
’ 'thepueeof God in one of the Society meetings while they -
were singing a hymn, and ;omed that little class early in the'i
fall. Among the members at an early day were “ Father" -
Stark,” as be was called, an American, who owned a saw-mill
‘on the « Blue Hill Creek," in the woods, east of whe%York-" '
ville now stands; Mr. Hastings, who lived two miles east of
the town, on the Danforth Road; and Messrs. McGinn and

Pilkey, the latter a convert from French ‘Roman Cathohcmm,__ L0

~ who came to the elass, on week nights, exght miles or more,
out of the woods of Searboro’.- Nor must we forget Mr. .
Thos. D. Morrison, who was then a clerk in a government
office, and afterwards a highly respected physwxan in the
clty, who was early a member, and for some years-a leader,
in the society. : :

852. From York we pass to Yonge Street, which two Cir-
cuits, we have seen, were very closely connected. For, if the _
writer is not greatly at fault, there was either an interchange
betweetﬂhe preachers on the two Circuits, or York was sup-
plied with preaching twice every Sunday, by means of each
of the two Yonge Street preachers supplying the York pulpit
once in four weeks. This, with the fortﬁ”ightly visits of theit
own especial minister, Mr. Culp, would give the place a
preacher every Sabbath. The writer knows this was the
' arrangement six years after, when he hecame a member.

' 353. Wé' have learned, from Mr. Torry s autobiography
that Mr. ?I%kson, the one appointed in charge of the Circait

~
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by the vlCo‘nxe'ren;é, was changed during the §ear from Yoﬂge"

Street to Long Point, and deprived of his Superintendencye

The cause of which was eertain improbable stories connected

- with the the erection of the York meeting-house; which his -

tendency to boastfaless and exaggeration (to give it rio

~ worse name) had led him to tell. Mr. Youmans was brought

down from Long Point and put in charge of Yongo Street,

"in the place of Mr. Jackson.

364. This veteran: laborer had exther then a house of gonte
sort in Markham, or he acquired one while he was on that
Cireuit, from which his family, we opine, never all again re-
moved till his death. The result was, that in the carly days
of the York Society, or at. least from this date (1818-19),

- when we remember to have often heard him spoken of; till

1826, he was a very: frequent supply for the York pn]plt. Bat
more of this anon. '

355. Mr. Youmans’ colleagne was a stranger, from the.
United States. This was William M. Rundle, who, we are

- sure, also took his turn in the town pulpit ; although, from some .
- remembrances of him by the oldest of the surviving members,

his habits on the rostrum were not the most urbane. Donbt-
less he improved. He was “recoramended by the Chenango

~ Circuit,” so said the Journal of Conference so often quoted.

We have no particulars at present about his early life, and
few about his labors on the Yonge Street. He was

thought to be a well- -intentioned, improvable young man at

- that time, when people were not very ecritical, or hard to
- please. ~Their success cannot be estimated by the returns,

for the now Yonge Street Circuit had been created this year; ;
and the Duffin’s Creek of last year was now merged in the

- Circuit we Wnte of, the Hollowell, and, perhaps; Belleville.

'356. In going over the stations of this western district,
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we miss the name of Caleb Swayze, who had supplied some of
the vacancies during the war, and who had labored on Cir-
cuits for the last two years in a more regular way. His dis

- continuance is accounted for by the following entry, which we
find in the old Manuscript Journal of the Conference : “ Caleb
Swayze, examined and discontinued in consequence of ‘want
of preaching ability.” He, in consequence, fell into the local
ranks, in which he labored very zcalously, as opportunity
offered, till after the union with the British Conference, when

- be went out from under the Conference’s jurisdiction, and
identified himself with the Local Preachers, who reorganized,
and claimed to represent the original Methodist Episcopal
Church of the Province. They placed him on a Circuit. In
1835, the earliest of their Minutes, he stands among their
deacons, and as a laborer on the Long Point Circuit. * He con-
tinued to be employed by them until 1838, when he was left
without a station.” In 1840 he appears among their *super-
numeraries,” which relation he continues to hold at this time
(Dec., 1867.) -The writer lately paid hima visit. He found =~
him very much shattered in body and mind. But any-in- '
auiry dbout the Saviour or his religion, or the early times of
the Church in the Province, served to awaken the ancient
flame in the old man’s heart. Itisto be impea, and believed,
that he will yet “gain the blest shore.” (Smee the above
was written he has passed away).

. 35%7. Having disposed of Mr. Ryan’s District, we pass to
that of the REv. WiLL1aAM Casg, our principal subject. The
appointments are as follow, arranging them in the descending
order:—
' LOWER CANADA DISTRICT.
_ - WiLLiam Casg, Presiding Elder.
- Hallowell—Thomas Madden, John Tuke, . =
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\ Belleville—James G. Peals, '
Bay of Quinte—Isanc Puffer, James Wilson;
Augusta—Wyatt Chamberlayne, Robert Jeffors.

) Omwall—ﬁsthamel Reeder. ”
"ﬂontred Elw.s Bowen.
& Lawrenés—Timothy Goodwin, Calvin M. Rint
\ Malowe—Ctiarles Northup. : S

858. We obtain some clue to the eccupations and ciroum- -
stances of the presiding officer of this District, Mx. Case,
from the Conference Journals. From these we discover that
he, as olfe of the Board of_Preadmg Elders, was te assist in
4 goileoting materials and examining manuscripts for- tlie
Magazine.” With six others he was a committes to draft &
constitution empowering the Conference to reecive legacies
doubtless to aid in carrying on the vmous benevohnt ohm
it had i hand.

' &Aboﬁtthxstmeurs(}m mudeausittothenﬂﬂyv
. formed York Soeiety; where hé preached. My honéted
mother heard him, and was very muok pleased with what she
called his “mild mannes,”” which to her was an agredabls
" contrast to the boisterous vehemence of Elder Ryans, the

 usual visitant at the Quarterly” Meetings thers Her praises
were-the first mention; to the wtiter, of the nime of “Eldef
~ Case.” '

360. This year (Tsxs-m) the Rev. Thomas mdaeu was
romoved aoross the Bay of Quinte, from the Cireuit of that
name, where he was the last year; to Hallowell, of which ke
had the charge. We get a glimpse of the economy and in«

- dustry to which Methodist preachers’ families of that day had
" to resort, by having learned, eleven years afterwards, while -
laboring on part of the same ground, that this carefal man
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obtained wonl from the friends in variods o? the Cir-

ouit, while his ingeniéus wife matufsétured it init the cloth

whiols Ber lisbadd diid shildren woré. Nuch things did obr
. fatlfers and inotheit; 56n6F nm abandbh ths work of God.

- 861 My, Maddéi wis ¥ ea attlus time as a.very able
“préaiher by the Cirénit at " His abxhtxes appeared in
stitking eontrist with his y youang, mexpénenwd, and not over-
cirbuingpect cblleague, who, just ﬁxen, was begmmng to
fweirve from the fight way. : .

369. 'This yoing man ‘was, 1 thmk, a native of Irdm’l
- giid of Qiaaker parentage, beanng the name "of one at leakt
who was an eminent minister among: the Fnends but he
Wwas educai:ed and converted in the Stafes. Heo had travellod
-onié jear in that country with great hopes of fntureuseﬁ;l
ness. He had received some educatxon—possessed a strong
‘frditié dnd &trong, shrill voice=very itmprovable gifts, and
great obnstitutional warmith ard ardor, which, while he re-
fazined deeply ubder the influénice of rehglon, gave an
énérgy to his préaching very acosptable to the pebple of that
day: THis #as Jokin Tuke, who had spent the prem&ns year
on the Brome Circuit, N. Y., iu company with tlie holy and
-@evoted Joshua Rogérs:
" 363. The Minates show that the Belleville Cuomt had
the gemal vivadiots, well-read, active, and truly pious James
G. Péals for its incumbent. His preachmg was regar(led as
very intéresting, takmg a wider range than most of Iu. _
brethren of that penod, “diving,” as the intelligent Asa -
Youmans (who was brotight fo God about that time) expressed
it, vefy fréGuently into the propBecxes. ‘ He was an almost
universal favourite with the people. The only thmg Wwe ever
heard allegeéd dgainst him was a failing, which even leaned to
vumesm » His good nature: and the gréat debaind foF
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his company and services, led him some times to promise
“vigits which he counld not find time to fulfill. He was a good

’pastor, however, and worked his Circuits thoroughly. .Hé

~ ‘was the first to find out, and to preach to, the colony of
. 'Methodists from the lower towns on the Bay, which settled

in the 8th concession of Thurlow. He made his way on

 foot, without a rcad, through the woods, on a ridge of high

land which connected the locality with the 7th concession of
Bidney. On getting there, and finding such a large gathering
-of members of the Church, he gxclaimed, in his usual simple
-and ‘ cordial manner: « I have heard of Quaker scttlements,
but never met a Methodist settlement before1” He formed a
class, and was delighted to go there ever after. Brother
Jacob Young's house was his stopping plaoe, and that of

~ many who suoceeded him.

364. While on this Cironit, his friend Madden got himup

.into Haldimand, to do what he did not like to do himself
. .fpreach a sermon in vindication of Methodist views of Bap-
~ tism, in opposition to the somewhat ‘pertinacious teachings of

“the Baptist brethren, of whom there were then a considerable
pumber in that township. Mr. Peale, being a great historian,

‘went rather more largely into the subject of the extravagan-
" cies of the German Baptists than was agreeable to the ime

mersionists ; and so far also as to give offence to some of the
soidisant mends of Methodism themsclves. Mr. Madden’s
‘apology for his friend was, “Brother Peale is an English-
man.” There was no apparent increase in the Belleville Cir-
cuit, but we suspect it arose from giving all the places on the
west sid of the Trent to the Hallowell Cirouit; for that Cir-
cuit reported 163 increase.

365. The old Bay of Quinte Circuit had this year (181 8-19)

" two very strong men : the ono an American an(} the other an
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Irishman. The first has been introduced to the reader, who

" is no other than the effective, laborious, and uniquely talented
Isaac Puffer, who had been brought up from the Augusta
Circuit, where he had won such golden opinions, and who was
destined to be abundantly popular here. But perbaps no
more popular because of his peculiar gifts, than his colleague
_was because of those of another type. :

- 866. This brother had been laboring on this Cu'cmt since
the 30th of November of the previous year, but whether he’
was then called out to supply the place of one of the two Cir-
cuit preachers (Madden and Reeder) removed, or whether he
was brought on as a third laborer, we have not now the means
of mertammg Although he was new to the itinerancy, he was
 no novice in the work of preaching. He was a native of Ire-
land, where he had passed through some marked vwlssxtudes,
and been prepared by education, a sound conversion, inter- )
course with the world, and the exercise of his gifts in a local
capacity in the city and eountry, in cha.pel and street, and
field, to enter, a matured laborer into the Methodist ministry
of Canada. A boon was James Wilson, cmlg at this
juncture, to the Provincial Church. - He was near Mal-
lingar, county of Westmeath, July 19, 1777, and brought up
in the principles of the Church of England. At six years of .
age he could read the Bible, and at eight he understood the
Tirst four rules of arithmetic. At the latter age he was sent
from home to a place called Piercefield, to a large educational
institution, provided by the bequest of a wealthy gentleman,
in which he remained for the long space of eight years. At
the end of this time his father, not being an aspiring man,
instead of giving him a liberal profession, in which he would
have excelled, apprenticed him to his brother to learn a trade,
which he did not long continue to follow after learning it

~
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ARt the i mannet of his country, hé mnmed young—at the

early age of tiv'éi\ty-thfee. He had been twios inafried when
fe eame to Canada. His osétipation i his native éotniry
Was usaally timt of parish e!er% snd acf:oo’i-master gapple-
inented by gmng lesisons i gehtlemen's fimﬁes-——vaned
sometiies by shopkeeplhg, dnid ondé or fiwice by a responsible
gitaation, in which he did biisinéss for othérs. In the-
tebellivh of ’98 Hé Wi & iéitiber of the horsé-yeorikiry,
iinder Cffptain Wheatley, for whem ke actéd as mbctétatys
Daring this stoftiy period, the thei éommith tse of strong
drink, joined to hi§ owh adventutous spirit, exposed him &6
goime imminelit perils; the particulars of which he jives id
iz M.S. Jouinal; out of Which the Lord delivered him, 6f -
which he makes grateful resord. But it was iiot 6aly durig

tfie rebellion that his active Ioyalty expoged hini to danger,

but the réemembrande of it; after it was over; subjected him .
to the ialevolent enrity of his disiffected meighbors; on
which dccount he temoved to Dubhn, which proved the births
place of his soul.

367. He was awakéned by hiering the expeuences of the
péople in a love-feaat ini Gravel Walk chapel, to which ke had
been invited by apiouslad. Ten days hé sotighit the Lord with
strong criés and tears, 4t the eid of which thé Liord fevealed
his merey. This 1mpor£an£ évent happened about the com-
mencement of this cenf.nry, it the advanced age of thirty.
His constitutional ardor, pious zeal, and supenor natiral and -
abquired abilities, soon prompted Lifn to publie efforts for the
silvation of me, and made his éndeavors both acceptable and
efficient. - But becausé these labors weré put forth in con-

- néétion with Metliodisin, he wis subjéct to opposition from

high-chureh influence, aiid ke was repeatedly deprived of his
sitaation and bread for kiis faiiily, so that he lxterally “ yrane

PR is-m - .
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dored about, being destituts, aflicted, formerted "==atid all
this at a time when Methodist preachers; ot of deferénée to
the Church, abstained from the execise,of their undualited
right to dispcnse the pscraments of the Gospel. Asoshé
proof was this, ameng hundteds of ethers, that Méthodisin

~ was driven out of the Anglicah Ohureh, God thereby strangely

: ».ndmemifnllysetﬂﬂg&emfreo. 'Bepoated usitioyands of

 this king fnally foroed Mr. Wilson to emigrate. '
868 Tho sosount of Whit trddpired frdm his Setting out

~ ¢1il his untranoe oit the Canadisn ministry, ﬁﬂlbengenm an

~ sbridged foven from bis owh Jouirial :—* The ship sailed on

' thu 15th of May,; 181'! After & dangérous and tnﬂy distress-

 ing veysge, We. afrived it Qagbes on the Oth of Jily, making
odf - journey éight weeks. Wheti I arrived in Quebec [ had
odly one guiités ¥nd a half in money, yet I felt my mind quite

" oalm &nd given Gp to God. I Wwas how brought to the most -
sefious érisis of my subseqhent life ; but I trusted in my -
Heaveiily Fathiér, and, thanks be to. God, not in vain. 1in- -
quired and found théte was & society and two ‘preachers— .
Messts: Hiek and De Putron<=both smployed By the English
Confornees I saw them both, atid préachied in their elegant

~ chapel. They particularly ingirired irito iy circumstances.
I told thei plainly how Istood. ‘Thiey were niuch concerned,
and obtainéd from 8omie friends the Sdm of £2 10s. ($10.)
They sent also a lottet with me to the Rév. Mr. Booth, Mon-
tieal; who. also immediately presented e (by going among
the Society) with fhree pomufs 1 refember with gratxtnde

. théir kindness to A in my gréstest -extremity. We
proceeded by land edrriage to Liachine, thence to Prescott
by water.”” Af oné of the portages on the river he had the
misfartane to loss his libary, worth $120, the aceumulation
of years, He, goes on ;=% With sorrow of Lieart we procceded
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to Presoott—from Prescott to Brockville, by land: 1 had

" some conversation, whilst going. this route, with a Mr. Paul
Glaasford, merchant, of Matilda, and the Rev. Mr. Pope. He

generously presented me with 7s. 6d. Also, ‘meeting with
the Rev. Wm. Brown, one of the members of the Confer-

~ ence, to whish I now belonged, he persuaded me to accept

of 58. About this time, also, I received from the kind hand
of a Dutch clergyman a gold-piece amounting to 26s. Thoy ‘
will have their reward. I remained in Brockville some  days,
and preached in the Court-house; a colleétion was taken up
amounting to 12s.6d." I preached in Elizabethtown chapel .

twice, and a lady by the name of Deaton presented me with 10s.

Thus the Lord favored me, by inclining friends to assist me,
without the least application on my part.” “Mr. Wilson was.

taken by the hand by Mr. Catterick, the Bx“msh mxssxonary :
- in: Kingston, and preached with great acceptance in his

chapel, and also in the streets of Kingston. He was em-

- ployed for some time as assistant in a high school, but soon

~ dismissed for preaching. At this juncture he met with the
 Rev. Mesers, Madden and Case, by the latter of whom he
‘was taken out to travel, at the date above referred, after hear-

ing him preach ata Quarterly Meeting in Waterloo. That
Circuit so far appreciated his excellencies as not only to re-
commend him to the Conference, to be received on-trial, but

~as to receive him back to Jabor among them the second year
as the appointee of the Conference. Mr. Wilson was a man

of more education and a greater knowledge of the world than
his colleague ; and while, perhaps, he was not so great on con-
troverted points as the other, he was ml,,htx in the Scriptures,
and especially excelled in setting forth the plan of salvation
in a way to lead his hearers to apprehend the highest stages

. of it by faith as a present enjoyment /.
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869. About seven years after this date, when Mr. W, waa
fifty-five, the writer saw and heard him fo~ the first time,
although he had heard of him as a celebrity belore. He was
scarcely up to the middlieg size, but erect and muscular,
His complaxion dark, his face thin,and features sharp, his coun-
tenance very flexible and expressive of the emotions and dis-
position of his mind, the prevailing axpremon being that of
severity, making even his smile almost a leer. His eyes were
very black and piercing, assuming a gleaming appearance
when he became animated with his sabject. The skin of his
forchead was very wrinkled and movable, while the head itself
retreated sway at an angle of forty-five degrees, forming a very
‘'high erown—not valike an Egyptian sphinx—and was covered_
with a thick coating of jet black hair, shortly cropped. ,

'870. On the oceasion referred to, Wilson preached. I
thoaght I had never heard a man read a hymn with such force -
and propriety; and then his prayer was so copious, confident,
and powerful. He excelled in the gift of prayer, and on that
occasion he prayed for the King and Government, with a
heartiness that was truly refreshing, while some old Irish

Methodists responded with a fervor which showed they sympa- - .

_thized strongly. But mo sooner had he taken his text than
" the attention of all was enchained. The foundation of his
discourse was Colossians, chap, 1,v. 21-24.  From these
words he gave us the whole remedial scheme--as, indeed, he
was prone to do, whatever the text—with a lustre and a.
power that thrilled every heart. i ’

371. Mr. Wilson used to preach the doctrine of entire
, sanctification elearly and boldly, gnd he professed the enjoy-
ment of the blessing. Nor have we any right to think his .
experience a delusion ; yet his mental and nervous constita-

tion and temperament were such that the fruits of that exalted
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state of Christian attainment dxd not appear to such adva.n-,

~_ tage as they otherwise would ha.ve ‘done. .Incidents, illustrative

of his character, will appear in the course of our memorial.

372. The seasoning he had to endure during this, the first
year of his itinerancy in a new country, was a little trying to
his sensitive nature. Once he was lost i in a piece of woods,
which was not so formidable an_affair as his fears surmised.
On another occasion he had to pass through great difliculties

-in getting to his appointment, and arrived a little late and

much fatigued. Observing he was a little out of humor, and

" wishing to say, perhaps, some . d-natared, soothing word,

one of the by-standers remarked, ¢You have had to come by _

" a very bad road, Father Wilson.”” -“Yes,” said he, pettishly,

“but not half so bad as sinners havg to go to hell,’—=the
better thought prevailing over his disturbed feelings. .
373. With two such men, we need not be surprised to hear

~ that the people were greatly interested, and the work went
" forward; but the net numercial gain was apparently small,

arising from the fact that the missionary brethren were on

the ground, and that their numbers went up from 28 to

80, making an increase for them of 52 within the year, some
of which increase is known to have arisen from accessions
made from the Methodist Episcopal Societies.

374. Augusta Circuit had two able preaohers—Wyatt

_,Chamberlayne, who was moved down from Hallowell -and

was now among his wife’ srelatxves_ and Robert Jeﬂ'ers, a gen-‘
fleman, like Mr. Wilson, from Ireland, where he had been

* long a local preacher, and, like him, was also in ‘middle life.

Perhaps he was less powerful, but he was even better educated,
and very intelligent. He also was received on trial at the
preceding Conference. Their Circuit was a wide one. Item- -
braced all the country between the Buy of Quinte and Edwards-
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lmrg, and went back from the St. Lawrence as far north as
there were any settlers. Obser:ve, there was then no Rideau
Circuit; and we had heard of Mr. Jeffers preaching at the
mclplent town of Per‘ which was then little more than a
military camp. His chapel at that visit (which may have
been made the next year when he was in charge of the Circuit)
was the hotel then kept by Mr. Joshua Adams, who had been
a Methodist exhorter in his young days, in Bastard and
Beverly, but who had sustained spiritual loss during his ser- -
vices as a militia captain during the war of 1812 ; yet he had
still streng proclivities for Methodism, and took the first
itinerants by the hand who penetrated those settlements, and
weloomed them to his house, which was thenceforth their
headquarters. This was particularly true afterwards, when

~ he removed three or four miles westward, on the Tay, to mills
he had erected. But more of him and his pilgrim’s home
farther on. ' These two brethren—Chamberlayne and Jeffers
- —returned 3 heavy membership at the end of the year, no less
than 855; being an advance of 33 on the ingathering of Puffer’s
return, which was certainly a great achievement.

375. Cornwall, the next Circuit as we travel north—east '
ward, was favored with the labors of the devoted Nathaniel
Reeder. But we do not remember to have heard much abont
him or his labors while there, although this was ground with
which the writer claims to be well acquainted. : He must have
: pro&onted his work under great disadvantages. The British
missionaries, two in number, and very able and industrious
men, had taken possession of the ground, and appealed strongly
to the known loyalty of the peopleof that region, while he was -
very American, both in his speech and manners; and, with all
his piety, vastly inferior in ‘ministerial qnahﬁcatlons to his
Euroncan rivals. Hence, notwithstanding his proverbial labo-
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‘riousness, fie onty returned an addition of fonttothe members |

of the previous year. They lcbored n clrcmnstanm of com-

fort ; he in poverty.

876. Since writing the above, the authnr has reoenved a
letter from a son, and worthy successor in the Methodist
ministry, of Mr. Beeder, ' Ohio, U. 8., which farnishes

~rather falt particulars aboat’ i father. I transoribe so mnch
. -of it as will supplement the- omission of my presentation of

his early history. - Also, as Ehis was 8r. Reeder’s last Circuit

" in Canada, T transeribe afl the letter, .which relates to his

history after he left the Provmcc. ,
877.. ¢ The Rev. Nathamel ‘Reeder was born in the town

" of Wilksbury, Luzern Co., Penn., April 11th, 1789,and died

August 10th, 1838, in Canaan, Wayne Co., Ohio, aged 48.
- 878. “But what momentous events crowded that interven-

ing space of time! Between life’s beginning and close, days :
swelled into years, and -each is chronicled 2s an eveatful
perxod, whether in the tenderness of mfancy-the dangas of

upon early manhood—and in the’ s”t/érn reaht.les and battles of

* life. While all may he the arbiters of their own fature, there -
is a Hand which shapes means to certain ends. '

379. “The surroundings of Mr. Reeder in early life were

. very.unfavorable for the cultivation of head and heart. His
. - father passed through the whole of the Revolutionary War—

. .sfxendmg at home but thirty-siz howrs in the time—and
~ never received either pay or pension from the government;
"« consequenily be was poor. Thevefore, in youth, Nathaniel's

toils were ‘abundant, and schoel privileges few.” , L
380. ‘His religions knowledge was of the Calvinistio school.
He was early and deeply impressed ‘with the sonkehlllmg

lzdea that God, from all etermty, had forever sealed the damna-
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tion of the mon-elect. When the Methodists first came into
-~ the meighborbood, he was forbidden to go to their mestings.
Yet, notwithstanding the probibition, anxiety led him to hear
‘them. He was soon powerfully wrought upon by the Spirit
of God. But like a dark, impénetrable cloud, despair settled
down wvpon him; and in the desperation of his soul’s agony,
“ horrified by the ¢ Dostrins of the Decrees,’ gathering a pile of
~ sticks ” (clubs) “one day, he threw them with all his energy
towards heaven, to express his indignation and hatred against
God, who, as he thought, had sealed his damnation before he
was born, and placed him infinitely beyond the xeach of hope. -
But the God of mercy did not leave him long in the hands of
Satan or error. The morning dawned, deliverance came, the
truth was embraced in the love of it. Early and ardently he
began to publish it. After being an exhorter and local
preacher, he commenced to travel, under the renowned Jacob
Gruber, P. E., mtlnn the bounds of the old Baltimore
Conference.

381. “He entered King Geeorge’s dominions in 1815, im-
mediately on the close of the war of 1812, being the first
from the United States. ~His perils among the Indians—yet
hostile, his adventures on ice, his encounters with storms of
- snow and floods of water—all tested both his manhood and
his constitution. But never were his labors more abundantly
crowned with the Divine blessing. Hundreds were converted, .
but his success was his chief reward His salary averaged

only thirty-two dollars per anoum.

. 382..%On returning to the States, he was-married to Mise
Orra Colt, of Newhaven, N. Y., March 9th, 1820, of whom
“it might be said, she had few equals, either in faith or prayer,

exhortation or womanly heroism. She shared largely in all the

Loils and tnals, sacnﬁces and labors of a zealous husband.
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‘The wnter, in emly lifo, was mainly. supportedby theneetﬁe-

“of a fnother, who was one of a thousand. She could labor in
‘public or private; at thé altar or the bedside of the sick and

dying; but especially in the nursery, where she gave a theolo-

~ gical training—worthy of Mrs. Fletcher-~to her older children,
. who, being occasionally catechised by the good Bishops of tl\e ‘
‘church, received their encomiums and blessings. -

383 “Mr. Beeder returned from Ca.nada with a oonstltu-

. tion very much broken, while the large Circuits he had still to
i travel—some of which: were three hundred moiles round—and
incessant labors, gave him no time to recuperate. When

gravelling Krie Cireuit, which was of this extent, reaching

from Erie to Dunkirk, his regular appomtmenta numbering

~ " thirty, his salary was only sixty dollars, Hence he graduall} . B
. failed, till exhausted natare stex;mly demanded repose." C T

'384. The Rev. Mr. Thomas says of him :— ‘Hewasap-, g |

pointed to the Oswego Cireuit in 1819 ; in 1820, to Black

~ River; and i in 1821, to Lake Circuit. He was superannuated

in 1822; but in 1824 he was appointed to the Chetanque Cir-
cuit, Erle District; in 1825 he was appomted to North-East -
Circuit, and fell into the Pittsburg Conference; in 1826 and

‘1827 he was appointed to the Erie Circuit; in 1828 he was-

appointed to Hartford Circnit, Ohio District; in 1829 he *
was superannuated, and eontmued in that relation tlll 1835 "

o when he lecated.”

" 885. His son resumes —“He might be s'ud to have been N

o revivalist. For the conversion of aouls he lived and labored;

nor was he often disappointed. He could read and be en-

- couraged by ‘He that winneth souls is wise;’ ¢ He that
- tarneth many to nghteousness, shall shine as the stars forever
: 'and ever” Dr. Dempster said to me,  Your father and I
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- started in the mmstry aboutthe same tune. We were well
aeqwnte&. He was zealous, successful, and pious.’

- 386. “He died snddenly ‘His symptoms were those of
- the cholers, although there was nothing of the kind in the
~ country at’ that time. But when the messénger of death
~came, he found him ready. His last wordg.were, “Glory !
glory! glory’”  There are yet a few of his Canadian ac- , -
quaintances surviving who will be obhged to us for leading

.. them to good Nathaniel's Reeder’s trmmphal entranoe into
“the portals of the skies.” - :

- 38T. Passmg away from- the Cofnwall Cn'cmt stxll in a,v '
_north-easterly direction, across the count: oountry of the Glengarry
Highlanders, we reach the Circuit on the picturesque banks -

~of the Ottawa, which gives it its own name.  This field of . o

_ labor, for some reason now, for the first time, or at least for
“ some time past, had ¢wo preachers appomted toit. The ob-
ject seems to have been to comprehend permanently all the
~ upper settlements on the river, as far up as the now considera-
ble township of Hull whére there was, even then, a large
amount of Tumbering done. Mr. Israel Chamberlayne, we
have seen, had visited Hull vdla,,e two years befbre, and held .
~ one service. Bat the preacher remembered by the: people as
tho earliest, on inquiry, I foand to be the .one whose name I -

am about to introduce, for the first time, to our readers. He - -

stands first in the Mioutes in connection with “Ottawa,” and,
' oonsequently, must have had charge of the Circuit. -

' 888. This minister was the Rev. Renaldo M. Everl:s, who
was afterwards very favourably 7Known 1n the country. Hu
~ Oonference.obituary says: He was born in Salsbury, Conn.,
‘October 15, 1788.” «He was powerfnlly awakened at a"
‘esmp-meeting held at Rhinebeck, N. Y., in September, 1807,

and soon after put hiraself under the watoh-care of the Meth-
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odist Spiseopal Church as a seeker. On the 20th of April,
ensuing, he obtained the witness of his adoption ; and on the
14th of November following received the ‘blessing of perfect
love, I v : :

389, “ Ho was licensed to preach May 31, 1812, having
exereised his gifts as an exhorter for sometime previous ; and
in July in the same year was admitted on trial in the Gene-
‘8ee Conference.” From this summary we observe that this

_evangelist, who is just (1818) making his advent 8100Dg 18,

i
e
§

standing, and a mipister with the benefit of six years experi-

. Wogle. [ last five Circuite had beeo semong ‘the moan-

e ;’hid travelled so long 3;md was the senior preacher on the Cir-
"7 jeuit, we surmise he was still single ; as we heard of no family,

%"appointed"to'snch a region as that Cirenit comprehended.

“ Being gifted with a pleasant voice and easy elocution, and
baving carefully cultivated his intellectual powers, be became
an able expositor of the sacred Word, a workman that needed
not to be ashamed. He was of a meek and quiet spirit,
modest and unassuming, evidently esteeming others better
than himself.” The above encomiums are all justified, by
even his Canada. history. SR o

391. He was associated this year with the fervently pious
Ezra Adams, who remained there 3 secoud year, and whose
“naine we found fourteen years afterwards as “ ointment pour-

~ particularly in keeping the flock together. The old Metho-
paxyo/ y P h :

E”m"é' His Circuits before coming to Canada were Caledonia, -

t

i matured man of thiffj~"a sanetified believer of ten years

loomfield, Wyalusing, Nortbumberland, Lycoming, and Bald _

¢ fains and streams of the Susquehanna District. ~Althoughhe

.?and it. is not at all likely that two married ‘men would he

390. Of bis talents and character his -obituary says: |

ed forth ” in that region. His labours were greatly blessed,

W b e P e )k et

&S o



NN ————; |

IS COTEMPORARIES. T 188
dists who,had known Adams, pronounced him “an excellent
nuree.” He went after the feeble, halting, jealous-minded,
_easxly-oﬂ'ended and delinquent, and brought them back to the
fold. He was very lealons of his own state of heart. He
almost perxabed with the cold in some of his journeys. At -
those tiries e would ask himself,— Are you willing to die
now and here > ‘When he was ratheiWRgm find a
disposition " to answer; «No, I would rathw in_the house

o o

and die by the fire.” So said the friends.

T392. We are verging {o the head of the Distriet, although
~ we 'have put it at the foot of the Provincial Cireuits, viz:
Montreal. The reader will remember that the American
Section of Methodism in that city was now so reduced by the
presence and the influence of the British brethren, that then
and for several years before, and even afﬁer, ‘till 1820, when
they finally removed, as there was no missionary fund to fall
back on, the place was forced to receive a single man, who,
however, was usually ordained to deacon’s orders at least.
The incumbent of this year, although a youth of twenty-
seven, was in elder's orders. He had gone out into the
work four years before, as the old Journal of Conference tells
“us—“from the Scipio Circuit >—was then ¢ twenty-three
years of age,’>—was ‘‘religious, single, correct preacher,
‘solemn, pious, MOus.  That studlousness was to make of
him a doctor of divinity and a great man; but of* that great.
ness more anon. This was the large and conimanding Elias
.Boweu. 'We have no facts at present connected with h his
Montreal scjourn. . His society- only advanced one over the -
previous year during his stay.
:393. Although we have mentxoned the head of the Dx&"

~ triet, there were two. of its branches which lay Tn Ariérican
, !.emtory yet to be considered. . These were the old Sty
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Lawrence Circuit and a new one called the Malone, to each
of ‘which we are obliged to devoto a moment’s attenti attentxon. '

304, The St. Lawrence had two preachers, both oﬂ whom
were new to Canada. But, as both afterwards travelled Circuits
in Canada proper, we may farnish such memorials of themas
We can collect for the present, and hope that faller partiéulars
will come to hand hereafter. Thesé are Timothy Goodwin
and Calvin N. Flint, both of whom bad been reoelved on. tfial
at the prevxous Conference.

395. “The Rev. Timothy Goodwm, says ‘!ns ConPerence
obituary, *was born April 2nd, 1792, at Epsom, Merrimao
County, New Hampshire. When quite young his parents -
removed to St. Albans, Vermout, where, in 1811, he was mar-
ried to Miss Mary Clark. He commenced a course of medical
study which be completed in 1813, receiving his diploma from
Dartmouth Medical College. Immediately after this, during
a perlod of great reholous mﬂuence, he was eonverted, and
probatmn he recelved license to preach and was, shortly
- afterwards, admitted on' trial in the Genesee Conference.
 His first field of labor was in Malone Circuit—a field that had
hitherto been closed to Methodist influence. On this Circuit
e was suceessfal in cstabhshmg Methodism, and labored on
" without interruption to the close of the year—the first
Methodist preacher who completed a full year’s service on
that charge. In 1815 and 1816 he travelled Chazy Circuit.
Tlns Circuit was four hundred miles in circumference, re-
quiring him to preach three tinies every Sabbath, lead all the
classes, and ride tlurty miles. In 1817 he was removed to
Georgia Circuit, New York.” Such were his antecedonts be-
fore coming to the St. Lawrence Circuit, which, in his
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‘ obltmiry is Jengna.ted by its modern name-—not the one it
. bore at the time of ‘which we write.

396. Mr. Goodwin’s eollecgue, noﬁmaﬂy, Mr. C. N, Flmt- '
has been incidentally already introduced to the reader as the

~ companion of Messrs. Belton and Torry i their toilsome,

foreboding journey to Canada. Mr. Torry says that Mr.
.with Mr. Belton, parted from him after they hai!
e Niagara river at Queenstown—-he bearing sout’ -

: westw;rd towards the moith of the Grand River, whnch he

had to cross in going to Long Point—while the other two went
west and north. This leads me to think that some “change
mist have been made in Mr. tht’sappomtment, as well as Mr.

‘Belton’s, after the Conference had risen ; for he would } ardxy ’
‘have travelled all aroand Lake Ontano to reach the country '
" on the American side of the 8t. Lawrence. He1 may have
‘exchanged with some preacher in the western part of Upper

Canada, but which one we know not; besxdes, all this is
only surmise. Whether be or another went as Mr. Good-

- win’s collesgue we know little or nothing of what trans-
- pired that year (1818-19) in that field of labor. .

397. They began the year with 290 members, and ended”
with 332 —showing that whoever were the laborers, there was

- a uet gain of 42. Flint, like bis colleague, héd,oply just -

been received on trial, but whence he came, and what his -

early history, we know not. One who knew bim pretty well,

says of him: “He was never specially distinguished for his

. talents or usefulness.” - Yet our fature pages will show that
- he was identified with some times of revival in Canada. '

398. The plan we have adopted imposes on us the necessxty

of mentioning a field of labor and its incumbent, both of

wblch have but a transient interest for the Canadian reader,

‘a8 the Cn'cmt stood but two years connected with a Canadian
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' towards the south country, " where  he. remamed for
~ten years travelling, besides the St.. La.wrenee Circuit,

1_188. o casn,mm'
sttnot, and took 1ts name from the town of Malw, in the

State of New York, twenty miles from the Canada lines;
still, it is likely to have included some parts of the adjacent -
townslnp in the Lower Provmoe. '

399. The appomtee to this charge was the Rev. Charleu :
Northrup. All we can do in the case of this brother is sim- =
ply’to transcribe:the obituary notice of him, pnbhshed under
the authority of the- Conference in conneetlon with. which he

“died: « The subject of this brief memoir joined the travel-
. lmg connexion in 1814. He died about ‘the time of the

session of the Oneida Conference (to- ‘which he belonged ) .in

'1863. Having been for several years beyond the bounds of
. the Conference, and sustaining a superannnated relation to.it,

we are able to gather but few circumstances relating to his

- death. We only know that, after prolongea snﬁ'ermos, e

died in great peace.
" 400, “ We have not the date at band to furmsh the fields

: of his labor, or even the period of his effective ministry.

‘We know that he was one of those clear-headed, tme-hearted

~men, who broke up the ground which we now occupy, trasted. B

and beloved by his co-laborers in the holy cause. . All honor

‘to their memory!” Such was Charles Northrup. How sad
_to'bave to_transcribe the concluding sentence: « e leaves a /
) wortby, aged, and afflicted widow—the compamon of

privations and labor—feeble in health and in comparative

S

401. The reader will miss, out of this Dlstﬁ( t; otie who -
has' been his acquamtance since 1806. Tlns ‘was / Andrew
Prindle. The previous year he began ~to /4] ‘ journey

the Black Bzver, where be was thxé and the' next year,
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Seneca, Bloomﬁeld,two years ; G.enésee', Batavxa,: two years;

were but indifferently supplied with necessaries in general, eg-

ﬂ pecially fuel. ~In thjs: emergéncy; a half-grown (or Ape‘rha_ps-.&
we ought to say over-grown). young lad, thongl_) not a mem.’
ber; feit strongly for their - destitution, and went round and
“ warned out ” the neighbors to g « wood bee” to procure the

preacher’s winter fuel, The Tesponse was gemeral, angd ]
large supply of wood was obtained. The lad who gave this

Thomas Carlton, D.D., senior book-agent at the Methodist

Book Concern, New York| Byt ‘We must now pass to—

_ o THE BORDER CIRCUITS. . - ‘
L (New England Conference.)

Stanstead and St. Francis—Zenas Adams, Wilder Mack.

o (New thlé~Conference.) .

- Dunham—James Cowel, _ o ,

. 399. The first of the three names mentioned above em.

~ braces a patronymic remembered by Canadian Methodists

and laborious, and is now known by Canadians ag the venera.
ble Ezra Adaris, . Our subject was the father of the now
sainted Charlotte' Adams, a ‘most indefatigable and useful
 missionary school-teacher among the Indians of the north
a8 also the uncle of the late Mrs, Thomas Hurlburt, famed
- in our missionary annals, and of two ladies by the name.of
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Adams, long xdenhﬁed with the work of Weslevan female _

. educatlon.

£ 400. We may say, in bnef that Zenas Adams, hke ]us -
brother Ezra, was .born in the township of Ascott, Lower

Canada, where he likewise was canvertaed in the same revival,

The development of his preaching talents to a state of ripe-
ness for going out into the field, found him residing in New
- England, .wh'eré he was called into the work, and in con-
‘nection with that Conference in the year 1814, four year
* before our present date. His Circuit bad been Newhaver
and Danville, upon each of which he remained two years. .
401. This year he returued or was appomted to, his native
country and home—a proof that he was not wholly without y
- honor there. The Minutes say that these two brethre:,”
Adams and Mack, ‘began the year with- 124 members, and
,mthh 229—a net increase of 105; no 1ncon81derable
number, consxdermg that t.here were others now blddmé for
their suffrages. = - a
402. The pext year aﬁ:er the one of which' we wnte,/Mr.‘ A
A. was appointed to Unity, Vermont. His health fallmé the -
. mext six years he was in a superannuated or supernumerary
Telation. .In 1826 he was made. effective, and labored on the -
. Salsbary and Meymouth Circuits a.period of three years.
- ‘His last Circuit was on the Boston. District. In 1829 he
. located, acd soon after came to Upper Canada, afid settled in

.Esqnesmg, near Acton, where he remained, rendering service |

as a local minister, till his death, the preclse date of Whlch
1 have failed to determine,
. 403. The additional pamcuiars relatlve to this good and
amiable. servant of Christ, are farnished by the ready peo of
- his niece, sts Mary E. Adams, of the Wesleyan Ladxes €ol-
; leﬂe.Hamﬂton. stsMamspremlses o N
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404. “I can only avail myself at present of personal re-
collections and anecdotes, from the lips, mbstly, of those now
- passed away. - I foel quite unable to do justice to my uncle’s
- character, because I only knew him in my childhood and
~early youth, and I am afraig of appearing to exaggerate his
virtues. While, at the same time, T am sare that what is
most worthy of record is beyond my reach, and will only
 8ppear at the last day. o o '
405, “In person he was of medium height, slight, erect,
and lithe in figure, with a rather high and broad forehead,
quiline nose, deep-set, but expressive and kind g‘réyveyes,
a large, plain, but flexible mouth, and a general air of refine-
ment and delicacy in person and manners. . His voice was
vich, and - his utterances clear, deliberate,and, impressive ;
but, partly through weakr;\tass of the lungs, and partly from
a habit acquired’ through' timidity in his early efforts, his
pulpit manner was somewhat laboured and unpleasant, until
he became fired with his subjeot, when manner was forgotten
in the strong and burning truths uttered. ‘ ‘
406, “He was'oonstitutionally sensitive, and even irritable,
but accustomed to self-control, thoughtfal and given to reti-
~, cence, but genial and affectionate.  There was about him a
‘quaint and quiet humor, which was very pleasing, and which
often told with particular force on the platform, and in pri-
© Vate circles; but I do not remember that it ever appeared in
the pulpit, where, however animated, he was habitually grave
and solemn. o o ' -" :
407. « His early education was limited by the scarcity of
privileges in Lower Canada during his youth. But the
‘Opportunities which he had were seized with avidity ; and
by the aid ‘of self-help. priacipally, he obtained what might
- be termed a good Engiish education. His knowledge of
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theological sanects was masterly, and was often turned to
good account in preventing the inroads of error upon the
~ Church. A glimpse into the texture of his mind may be -
. obtained from the circumstance of his first decided convio-
tion for sin, having resulted from the reading of Rollin’s
Ancient History when a lad. The violence and miscry
.~ which attended the history of our race were traced by him
'to sin. . He saw that its ramifications extended everywhere.
l;Hc detected them in- hrrmself and ¢ en horror of great dark-

ness settled upon him. These truths he had not. been
' accnstomed to hear pipached o \

408. “% He was cobverted at a Quarterly Meetmg to which -
he went. at a great distance; and the American minister
who presxded at it immediately called bim ont into the active
- ~work.. fle commenced the itinerancy at the age.of nineteen.
He on]y left when' his health became so shattered by severe
labors as to threaten immediate death.  When he retired he
declined the superannuated ministers’ allowance, saying that

~when he conld no longer serve the cause of God he would not
become a burden to it.

__409. “He returned to his. fnends in- Canada apparently‘
dying of .consumption; but, recovering again, to some
extent, he continued his lahors diligently, mostly in a local
capacity, during the remainder of his life. Besides his min.
isterial labers, he was p'xrtlcnlarly adtive in the canse of tem-
‘perance, and in. the prosecutiou of schemes of education; and
in both these ways, by encounterm -prejudice, he sometimes
made temporary enemxes. . -

- 410. « His style of - sermonumg could hardly be called
popular ; but his sermons were always rich in trath, forcxbly
puts and often” powerfr:l. In his itinerant life he was remark-
ably succcssful in winning “souls; and, in after times, I




N -

' HIS COTEMPORARIES _ 193

necollect distinetly that some of the most gracious revivals I
ever witnessed were in connection with his labors.

411, « His powers of argumentation were formidable, en-
abling him to trace out the most subtle errors, and expose
them with great effect. - He had a way of dexterously weaving
a web of argumentabout his opponent, and suddenly drawing
it up, when the enemy found himself taken in the conclusions.
I have known an audience to be carried away with enthusi-

asm at his complote success on an occasion when dangerous
errors were combatted. '

412. “ He was always eamest, and always lived m view of
God and his account. In prayér and class-meetmgs, T used
to think his gifts inimitable. It seemed to me that I never
knew any one who took such fast hold of the throue of God.
His choice of hymns was peculiar and striking, indicating a
sympathy with the greatest, the tenderest, and the most
burning traths of our religion. : |

413. “Whether itinerating or not, he was, by virtue of l{w
commission from God and the warmth .of his beart, a true
pastor. The sick and the wayward, the, toiling and unfor-
tunate blessed him for his ministrations of care and comfort.
He understood the hearts of the _young, and entered into
sympathy with them. I can neggr forget how he belped us
* children when we were setting out t6°be christians.

414,  His last illness, but the crowning of a life of much
physical suffering, was severe and rapid in its progress, pre-
cluding much conversation, but every word, spoken from out of
the burning fever and the agonies of restlessness, was full of -
meaning, sweet, firm, tender and grateful. - The same self-for-
getfulness in the good of the church, which marked his life, had
its manifestations in his last hours. As to his personal state
be was in perfect peace. To a friend, who wished to know

: K .
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whether he feared the approach. of death, e replied, ¢ Death
has for me no sting, the grave ne gloom.’

© 415. « A temperance meeting was in progressin the vile
fage where he resided as helay dying - Some eme whispered
the news. The meeting wss immedistely dimolved, -snd
friends dnd foes hastened to bie bedside fo cbtais: hlsfo!gﬂev

~ mess or his benedistion. He died at the ageof fifty-severt.”

Adding 57 to 1795, the period of his birth, would give aw the |
date of his death, 1832. .

"« 416. Of Mr. Adame’ oollengne in the Senma s‘&"& St.

Prancis Circuit during the yeas (1818-19), Wilder Mack,

"whatcan we say? We observe from the Minutes that ke

was onlx just then received on- trial, but we ¢an traes him no
farther. Perha.ps he was one: of those eandidates: whom one.
year's expemence ef Circuit work coavinces that the itiners

|  ant ministry is not their vocation. A lettes of inquiry o am
old Methodist who knew this ﬁeld of Iakor st ths time, s
~ failed to meet with a response.’

~ 417. The Dunham Circuit had, but: one preanher. His is
a name new to €anada, but a patronymic whick Mr. Cass
“loved to dwell on, in ‘the person of « Motlier Covel,” whose

home. he loeated: among the Catskill Mountains, Th:ss'ame

" James Covel, the Dunham Tireuit preacher for TSI8-19; we
- opine was her gramdson, and son of one or otlicr of her two

little boys whom she copnsecrated to God. while they were
asleep upon the bed, after she had’ found the. peace of God,
both of whom became preachers in. their devoted mother’s:

 life-time. Several of this name, all related, we imagine,

appear enrolled in. the Geeral Minutes as ministers of the
Church for two or three generations. As we have to part

company with Mr. Covel at the endof this Conference year, D
" we close byfnrmslnn;hxaoﬁmalnbltuary,u fomd in tka
Minutes of 1845 :—
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418. «James Covel, jr., wiis the son of the Hev. Faties
Covel, formerly a travelling minister i the New York Confer-
ence. He was bornin the town of Marble Heétd, Mass,, Sep. 4,
1796; and was converted and united with the M. E. Ghich

1813, About two years after this e reveived Motfise a8
a local preachen, and was employed by thé Presiding: ﬁfder ‘
to travel thé Litehfield Cirvouit, Consiv Ih Juné; 1816, N6

* was admitted on tridl in the travelling donwexiot; #ad tﬁe
two following years he travelled o the Pittsfield Circifif; -

© Mass, and Brandon, Vt; In the yegr 1818 he wis dduits
ted into full connexion, anid ordsined & deacon; and Wk
appointed to travel on the Panham Circuit; Chnada aid o
the year following be was sent to St. Albans. Tn 1820 Ko
was orddined an elder, and his appointments have singe beeti
as follow :— Ticonderoga, St. Albans, Grand Isle, Cherlotfe;
Peru, Watervlict, Brook}yn, ‘Newburgh, New Windsm', and

- New York.

419, «In 1828 he was transfoired to Troy Conferenoe,

~ and appointed Principal of the Troy Conference Academy. ,
In this situation he remained three years, and was them ap- -
pointed to travel on Fort ‘Ann Circuit. In 1843 he wid

- stationed in State Street Church in the city of Troy, whers

' he remained witil his Master called for him. He died white
the Troy Conference was in session at Schenectady, in thé

 forty-ninth yoar of his age, and thé twenty-ninth of‘ hls :
ministry.

420. # His bealth had been failing for ‘more than & year,
“but he did not entirely cease from his labors until a few weeks -
before his death. He was sfﬂxeted with a disease of the
~ spine, producing extreme pain in the face, throat and arms,
and paralysis of the lower parts of the body. and limbs. Itis
‘bekeve& that this disorder waa' greatlv mcreasea and his

ol
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~ degth hé.s_téned, by ._going into the water to baptize several

- - persons by immersion, some time in February or March.

His sufferings were great before he died, but he bore them
with calm resiguation to God’s will,-and died in much peilce. -
He has left a widow and four children to lament their logs. =
* . 421, “Brother Covel was generally regarded as a good
mnan, a ‘consistent christian, and a man of sterling integrity..

' He possessed considerable strength of mind, and was of -

studious habits. His reading was very extensive, and his

literary attainments respectable. As a preacher his talents .
were above mediocrity. = There was nothing splendid in’ his
- sermons, but they were listened to with pleasure and profit
by all pious and thinking people. His deportment was grave,
and his manner dignified. - In private his conversrtion was
generally very agreeable and edifying. He was a man of an
excellent spirit ; kind and affectionate; and muck beloved by
~ all that knew him.” This, then, is another added to the
 princes and great men who gave some of their youthfal vigor
- 422. Before dismissing the consideration of what may be
“called, for distinction sake, the American section_of Cana-
- dian Methodism for this ecclésiastical year, we may inform
. thereader that the closing part of it was signalized by the
- advent of one of thé Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal
- Churoh, the venerable Enoch George. It will serve to re- .

~ sent the manners of .tﬁ(m“e?ﬁe spirit and lgbor‘f of
> "he ministers both in authority and under anthoi-ity, ~sho:i_l_d
" we furnish a detailed account of this visit from the pen . of
- one who was his travelling companion through the Province.
- We refer to the Rev. Alvin Torry, from whose autobiography

~ we have already quoted. - Hero follow his words:— - -
4423, « Towaris e aloseofthis Conferenco yea (1816-19)

"y




, Mﬁgqgg&mted the ‘Canadas, and #ppointmebts _were

_ published for him through Upper Canada as far north-east . -

- a3 Kingston. He commenced his labors upon the Long

* Point Circuit, and preached at our Quarterly Meeting for the -
year, and his visit and Preaching were a great blessing tous
- all. " The Bishop, in those days, rode on horseback, as did"

~ all other Methodist itinerants; _he therefore requested the

Presiding Elder of ‘Upper Canada District, Henry Ryan, to

furpish him with one of his Preachers, that he might accom-
pim‘y v,bign ‘through the Province. Br. Ryan told him ‘to

choose for himself, from a namber who were attending Quar- =

terly Meeting, and he would have his place supplied during

his absence. He accordingly chose me. This pleased me
right well, for I now thought I should have an ‘opportunity -

of profiting by his preaching, praying, and able counsel,

~ Accordingly, we mounted our horses and set off.. I found. .

he-was in the habit of making remarks upon everything that

- appeared beautiful and lovely in nature.  Oeccasionally he
" would relate some facts connected with his ‘history, and
which were calculated to interest and benefit myself; yet he
always. appeared solemn and devotional. When he entered

a house to put up for the night he, ‘after speaking with the

- family in a familiar and faithful manner, would ask for a

~ Toom to which he might retire ; or if he perceived there was

- 10 conveniences of -this kind, which often happened, he
 .would take his Bible-and retire to some’ grove, where he -

© might read, pray, and meditate undisturbed. During the
day on which he preached it was seldom that any one could
have access to him until the public servioes were over.

424. « Heo was very reserved in conversation, and seemed

deeply afflicted with any one, whether of the ‘ministry or :
laity, who evinced a spirit of levity. I said to him one

day:—¢ Bishop, since entering the ministry I have become
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fully satisfied that I ¢annot do as some of our ministers do
<some of them eveu who are called great ministers. - If I
allow “myself to spend hours in light and trifling conver:
dation, dissipation of mind immediately follows; and the
- sweet and heavenly influences of Christ are grieved away
from my Reart. I have spent days in darkness; regretting
and repining; and not until I have resolved to be moré
* guarded in fature, could [ regain the favour of God. There-
fore, when I am in such company, or visiting those that
think that a minister should spend most of his time in idle
chit-chat, I wi”x‘nmed'iat:ely abseond, and spend miy leisure
time in prayer, or reading the Bible, and such books as I
- have. Ft;r this »Bgop]g'__cpﬂglain of me, and say I would be

more popular if I were more like themselves, asd not so

|

. 425, “After hearing me through, ho ssid:—You are
. right. When I first entered the ministry, I found I could
Dot spend my time as even older misisters did, and make
‘that advancement in holiness which - the Lord requires of
all, both preachers and people. When we are happy in the
love of God, we will be cheerful, yet grave and soleron ; and
such a spirit becomes &l peéople who are so 560n 6 elose
their probationary existence, and try the realities of eternity.’
426. “ < Well,” said he, ¢after st-;ﬁégﬁng’ along for two or
three years, Ifell in company with an aged minister, who
- put me on the right track, and I have followed his advice
-ever since, and been sived! How ministers can’ pursuc a
different course—a' course popular mm;zo{ our people,
and preach in demonstration of the spirit, and of power, is
more than I can tell. “Indeed, their.effort is not préaehing, but
Eﬂ'ﬁ‘ﬂ& and this is why the people are nof rﬁore":ligit}; why

At ot B (LS

- Zion languishes, and sinners arc oot saved ather, if the
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peopl> %grsecute you for your sqggyu, devotxonal retu-ed
course, glory
will bless you.”

427. Both these ministers: were; perhnpa, 4 Iittle inclined
to asceticismt ; yet thers was & world of truth in whnt they
. said"to" each other. Bt i the want of watchfhlniess—of a
~ deeply devotional spirit, and of retiremerit for t&e _Yeligious

study of the Eble, that causes so many midisters to be so
ntterly powerless for good. But it was the pursiit of an
opposxte course which made -these two servaints’ of ‘Christ,

“especially the Bishop, so influentisl in_saving souls, mﬁh
very little of the aids of haman leammg In this matter
of unction may they have many sucosssors in the ministry
» of reconciliation! Mr. Torry resumos
428, « After the Bishop had petformed his mission in
- the Canadas, we wont on board a sloop at Kingston, crossed
over Lake Ontario, sad landed at Ogdensburgh.” [He
must have substituted the Lake for thie River St. Lawrence,
if they landed at this latter place.] “From thence we went
to-Watertown, where I left the Bishop, and steered a direct
course for home, at my mother’s. My youngest sister, Lydia,
had passed over the river death during my absence, but my °
mother said she believed she had made safe the haven of
‘eternal rest. After spending a few days with my mother,
and leaving a part of what the people whom I served had
given me for her support, T went ou to our Conference, and
again received an appointment in Canada.”

429. Having disposed of the subject of thé American
brethren’s: labors and successes for this year (1818-19),
we must.turn our attention to the doings and progress of the
British Missionaries during the same period, which com-
prised: a part of two ecolesiastical years for them, as their
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Conference ‘which they called s «  Distriot: Meetmg, sat 18
’ 'early as February 13, 1819, while. the session of the (re-
What year did not take place till July
Tt of that year. The official report of that District Meeting,
given by its Chairman and secretary, will farnish the best
mtrodnctlon to our narrative of the Missionaries and their
“labors dunng the time indicated. - '

430. The Revs. Messrs. Hick: and Lusher thus address the_; :
" Committee: ¢ Having brought the business of our Districs
‘Meeting to & close, We feel it af incumbent. duty to give you
. every. possxble information of the state and yrogress of the
~ work of God in. these Proviuces. The reason for holding
~ ‘our meeting so early is, that the difficulty- and expense of
t.ravelhng are much greater in the months of May and June
than in Februm'y ; and, consequently, the remova.f of preachers
attended with greater inconveniences then than now. - With -
resmct to Bro. Croscombe, who was appomted to preside at -
our meeting, we would observe, that the immense §istance of
his Circuit from these Provinces—about 1 500 miles; the -
great expense of his travelling to Montreal, Tor fhe purpose of -

- merely presuhng at the mee,t,mg, “togéther with his want of

o -_,mi'ormai‘ﬁ'h elatxve to the state of affairs in these Prownees,:

-oté'suthioient 1 Teasons, we trnst, for our choosmv # Chairman
from among ourselves. Thls, however, we should nat have
presumed to have done, had not the Committee informed our.

~ brethren, (Johnson and Lusher,) when in London, that we
were at hberty to do so 1f cxrcmnstauces rendered 1t ne-

. cessary. -
- 481, “The expenses incuired by the preacbers in theu'_ _
different Circuits, during the year that is now past, we fear

- will appear to you great; but we hope you will be satisfied on

~ this head when we’ mform ym that the account of every




~ preacher has been strictly examined, and that we are de-

-cidedly of opinion that no sums bave been drawn for and
"expended unnecessarily. We rejoioe that our labors and

expenses have not been in vain. - Although we have. fre. o

quently had to make our way through much opposition” from
_ various quarters, yet we have seen of the travail of th;l ,

- Redeemer’s soul, and are satisﬁed “and enconraged Our in-
'c’rsiéé‘i‘ﬁié‘}fa‘r as you will perceive by the Minutes, is 203,
'—making in the whole 369 members. This i is the Lord '
doing; and it is marvellous in our eyes.

e

. 432, ¢« Our prospeets throughout these Provmees wear a

brighter prospect than ever: but we want more Missionaries - ;

immediately, and which, oousndenng your zeal for ‘the -

Redeemer’s kingdom, and your former promptltude in at-

tending to our reqnests. we are encouraged to expect you
will send us one or more. Bro. De Putron has consented to
preach in English, with Bro. Catterick, in the Fort Welling- -
-“ton Cireuit, until another stslonary be sent from home.

* The St. Armand’s Circuit is equally imperious in its demands: .

it is extensive and populous, and many requests have been
made to us to enlarge our sphere of action in that part of the

Province. - And provided another preacher be sent to assist V

Bro. Richard Pope, in that Circuit, we sntioipate the erection

" of & commodions chapel, as land, stone, and glass, for the

* building, have already been promised, besides about £120 in
money. - We thereforé most humbly pray the Great Head of
the Church may: enable~you to comply with our request, in -
sending us two more preachers as soon as convement. We "

are aware that this will increase our expenses; but we trust

. WwWe shall, at all umes, endeavour to do all in our power to

prevent our being burdensome to the Mission Fund at home.

And in order to effect tlus. we hope, through the Dmne
K2 :

-
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| _ blessmg upon our efforts, to adopt such facilities as the local .
. circumstances of our newly-formed cxrcults will admlt..

433. «In oonaequence of Messrs. Booth snd Lasher havmg
) laid before the Court of Montreal several documents illustra-

tive of our origin, system, disciplire, numbers, &o., &c., we .~

are happy to inform you that the Judges now entertain a.
eorrect and high opinion of our respectability and importance

‘a8 s religious body. It may be necessary to inform you, also, ..

that the Qireuit called the ¢ Corntwall Circuit’ last year, is
now denominated the ¢ Fort Wellington Circuit,’ that being
considered the most proper Pplace for the head of it. Brother
; De Putron will write soon, and give yon a statement of - his
prospects. in- this oountry as a_French Mmmary Mean-
while we ob&rve it was the unanimous opinion of the Dis-

o tnct Meetmg that it would be best for him to labor another

yedr in preaching in the French language, whieh he intends
doing as soon as he i is relieved by an Enahsh Missionary at
Fort. Welhngton, provided it would meet your approval.
" The preachers in their respective Clrcmts will give you a
further acconnt of ‘the work of God as soon as they are able.
% **** E Y *
' ' “«JonN Hick, Chairman.
~ “ RoBt. L. LUSHER, Secretary »

434, It will be perceived from the above that the stsxon .

"+ ries in the Canadas, in District Meeting assembled, not only

. recommended certain changes in the Stations of the brethren,’
but proceeded to make them. ‘These also were adopted and
~ acted on by the Commlttee and Conference at home, as
appeared from the Stations published in the forthcoming
Minutes of the British Conference for 1818-19, wluch list
we heremth snbmxt.




’435 “Tge CANADAS, Edward Jolmton. C’Iamm
Quebec—Johd Hiee.

Melbourne— Richard Wllha.lns.

Mm;treal-—Robert L. Lausher.

- St. Armaud'_g—Rachard Pope: --Another to be sent, lf ﬂlb

‘ " Committee approve,
. 'Fort Wellington—Thomas Gattenck, John De Putron
- ‘Avether to be sent, if the Gommxttee approve
Kmqston—-Edwand Johmston. =

Bay- Qumte—-James Booth.  N. B —-Brother J. Booth and |
" Brother Edward Johnston to exchange oooaaonally. :

| Yoik—Henry Pope.”

436. The supposition we have expwssed will be further‘ :

.‘conﬁrmed, and the operations of the Missionary brethren will

be bronght to view by the extracts from letters, both pnnted '

 and ongma.l which we fnrmsh below. o

_ | 437._The Rev Richard Pope, in a letter dated “Bt.
' Armand’s, Lower Canada, April 8th, 1818, among other
‘matters, writes as follows to the Committee :- « At the Distriet -

Meeting we found it necessary, after much dxscussmn, to
detach St. Armand’s from Montreal, and to make it a sepa-

rate Cireuit,—to which Circuit, as you may have seen before
“the arrival of this, I ‘am appomted St. Armand’s is about -
fifty miles from Montreal, and is very contiguous to the

United States of Amerlca I preacb at St. Armand’s. one-
- half of my time, and in the township. of Dunham the other.

At St Armand’s -we have twenty-four members in Society,
as.you may see by our Provincial antes,—the most of
whom are alive to God. 1 intend forming a Society at Dun- - .

 ham, the next timie I go there, Many; I believe, will embrace
~ the opportumty and join us. Our congregations are la.rge
: ‘and attenuve ] and I beheve the Lord by his Spmt,

B S T S
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workmg in many of their hems. Last Sunday, through'_"
indisposition of body, I oould preach but onoe: it was a good

~ time, and the Lord was with usindeed. Three persona staid

in class, one of whom is deeply convinced of sin, and is-
eamestly seekmg an interest in the Lord Jesue Christ. I
“hope she will soon experience the pardoning -grace of God.

. = Religion once prospered i in this neighborhood ; but the late

~ ‘unnatural’ and destructive war between Great Britain and the .
_'Umted States of ‘Axierica gave it a dreadful blow. o
438, “Our Circuit affords a plemngprosmctofgood bemg o
done Wo intend, by the help of God, to build a little -

meeting-house at St. Armand’s, as we have, at present, no

. place large enough to contain the congregation. If the Lord
~ prospers our undertaking, I intend giving you every parti-
cular in my next. You will see by our Minutes that another
preacher is wanted for this Circuit : this appears essentially
necessary. There are many hundreds of our fellow-mortals

_in the woods of British North 'America, and in this vicinity,

‘who are destitute of the means of salvation. Surely it is.

charity of the noblest kind to send to those penshmg souls

 the glorious gospel of the blessed God !

© 439, “ The labor of this Cireuit is too mmich for one man; ;o
by endeavoring to attend to every call, I have greatly impaired

- my health. .1 have been advised by some of my friends to |

give up some cf my places uctil T can obtain ‘help; this I '
cannot do. I cannot resist the cry, ‘ Come over and help
‘usP I intend, by the help of God, to-do all I can till I have - -

some one to help me. I have Leen for two days confined to

" my room, having taken a severe cold; and although at pre- -
sent I am scarcely capable of writing, I expect in a day or

_ two to be able to pursue. my usual labors. I can truly say

my soul is engaged in thxs noble employment of preachmg‘_




the u‘nsearohable.riéhes of Christ:’ 5 work for which none is

Lord will make me useful, This 18 the only end worth living
for. My tim> and talents are His, and by His permission. [
intend devoting them all to Him. " My soul has been much

- blessed in reading ‘the very bappy death of that truly great
and good man, the late Mr, Fletcher. I think if 4 few ex-
tracts were made, and printed in tracts, they would be made _

abandantly useful, T read it Jast Sunday to & number of per-

Sons, and it drew tears from: their eyes. Brother Lusher is

Pect a good year this year." I implore an } I i in jonr
Prayers, and hope soon to bear from you.” A
440. The above extrae

information, have assumed, their spirit, labours, and sacrifices
Were above all praise, angd worthy of imitation in all time,
441, We have no Particulars relative to Quebéo during this
year. "The Minutes show that there was'a nett increase in the (
Society of fourteen ; and My, Langlois states in" his mang-
- seript journal that during Mr. Hick’s three years’ labor, of
~ which this was the seoond, “the Socicty wag greatly increaged.”
~ For mﬁeechuse-unexplaineﬂ, Mr. Williams, on the: Melbourne

. Circuit, returned less by fifteey on at the- doss of ‘this year than
‘he: bef T L ’fi A

-
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| 442 The Foﬂ: Wellmgton Cireuit, unﬂcr»the labors of
‘Memyrs. Catterick and De Putron, went ap in inmbers from'

104 to 140. Thess wo brethren proved themselves very ex-

‘eimplaty and laborious. - When the writet travellad through
that regioh of ’cbun%ry ditteen years after, Mr. Catterick was
' ;;mambemd a8 the gentloman in inanners, and .the able
 prescher; Mr. Do Patron also a8 a person of great mmphcxty, .
piety, ad devotion to his work. He formed a class in the
' north-west ‘cotner of the township of Matilda, on a tiny branch
‘of the Nation River, at the house of a Mr. George Coons—a
~position to bé yenched at that day only by gomg throngh the
despest mire nnd swamps. :

443, The followmg extracts from an orlgmal letter, ad-
“dressed by the now vererable Henry Pope, Halifax, N.S., to
} che adithor, will set before the reader the motives and ‘plans
' ,.of the Mlssmnary brethren relative to the western patt of
‘Upper Canada, and reveal somewhat the doings of the more -
. western laborers, especxally of Mr. Pope himself, who segms to
have been d sort of pioneer smong them, whose push and per-
B severanoe furmsh noble subjects of umfacmn to.our nsmg'
444» Let us llsten to Mr. Pope. “ W}u]eA 1 was'on the
E Cnmwall Cn'cmt wehada Mmsxonary stationed at Kingston,the -
~ Rev. Thomas Catterick, whe came down to Corawall in Feb-

k:rnary, 1818, that we might travel toget.her to our District

'Mevtmg, to be holden in Montreal, Az I had an excellent

,horse and. sleigh, he took a seat -with me. When we were -

: leavmg Cornwall we were informed the ice on the river was
wvery good and as smooth as glass, but we were told to be very
carefal when we came to Block House Point. As we wer® -
- constantly conversing, and the horse going swiftly, we-were
_at the i’omt and eﬁeompaased with W without out
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thicking ‘of the caution that had been ngen lfs. Wbocit;
imagine how we felt when we found we were in-the” ‘midst of
‘air holes, with only just room for the horse to go between them!

# 1 thought it would not be well to stop a moment, and yet
" did not know which way to guide the animal. Most assuredly

~ our Héayenly Father, in mercy, preserved us for future service
.in the vineyard. I can never contemplate that danger with-

out astonishment at our deliveranee, and gra.tafnl ‘praise to our
blessed Deliverer. .

445. % At our District Meeting, or ¢ GOnferenee,’ a8 we called
our Annaal Session, I was appointed to Niagara, and brother
Catterick to succced me at Cornwall. According to our ar-
rangement, my horse, sleigh, and robes were transferred to him
at Kingston, for his use on the Circuit I was about to leave.
It was Wednesday evening, the 4th of March, when I was
ready to leave Kingston, and the snow was going off fast.

"The stage had left not long before I was ready to avail rayself
of it, and it was deemed important not to wait another week
for 1t.” (Only think of the wonderful facility, of .a weekly

stage between Kingston and Toronto!) ¢I therefore took a

few articles that were absolutely necessary, and went to the

market-place, to see if I could get a lift as far as the Bay of

Quint» in a return market sleigh. I found ome going—
., withir five minutes—twenty-six miles on my road, and the
- driver quite willing to take me. It was then about sun-
- down, and at eleven o’clock, p.m., we arrived at his house,—

» Methodist family,—where I was received and treated as if*
-} werz St. Paul.  The next morning, just as we had finished
~ peayers and breakfast, a sleigh, with a good span of horses,

came to the door. The owner, who was also a Methodist,

was already informed about me. By half-past two, p.m., I

found myself at Bellcvxlle. ﬁfty-axx miles on my way. As
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there was a large. slexgh with a strong feam, to leave late in
the evening, for Col. Rogers’s neighborhood,” (now Grafton)
«I made up my mind to take passage in it, as I had obtained

- at Kingston an introduction to that gentleman,” (who was a
 lifelong friend of Mothodist preachers.) “As it would be late

in the cvening before we would start, I was requested to

_ preach in a large room at the tavern. Of course I complied.
«But when I had concluded I was told the sleigh had left—

the persons going in it being of a jovial description, they did
“mot wish to have their mirth interrupted by the presence of a
Methodist preacher. On Friday, the 6th, I went to a farm
. house on the hill, to hire a person to take me to Col. Rogers’.
One of the farmer’s best horses being lame, he could not

take me. Being at a loss where.to apply next, and feeling
* ‘my disappointment, I walked thoughtfully towards the road-
~ gate, when 1 heard the sound of- sleigh-bells coming up. ’the

~ hill from the village. In a few minutes an excelllent sleigh

and a fine span of horses were close to me. Feeling im-
pressed that the gentleman—who was alone in this large
- vebicle—was going to York, I-made known to him how I was

*circamstanced. He did not hesitate a moment, but acted
 like a Christian and a gentleman, saying, ‘I wishtodoas I

would be done unto: step in and take a seat.” When I told
him I had some articles in the village, he turned his horscs
quickly to get them : and then, all being right, we started at
a fine rate, and by Sunday morning we were safo at Yo.k.
The gentlémén to whom I was indebted for this noble act of
‘kindness. was Henry Boulton Esq . Sohcltor-Genetal of
Upper Ganada. ‘

446. « In the evemng I heard an English Indeyendcnt
minister preach,” (a Mr. Cook, who was then trying to break
‘ground in York, but failed) - “and hg ‘announced for me t»
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: _preac.‘x on Monday evening. As the Honse of Assembly .
- was the» in session, I was honored with the p:esenee of some
-‘ofmmembcrstohearme.” '

Before going farther vnth the thread of Mr. Popeu
narratxve, it will be interesting to the reader to give a short-
episode to his:journal, which ooourred in York, extracted

~ from anotherpartof his letter It is ahghtly retrospectlve-,,_ )
Wegwehuemtwords

448. «“ At Cornwall ‘and i in the vicinity ‘the peoplo were
. kind to me, and were attentlve to the word of life which I

. pruched to them. The most reapectable persons of the town = -
- belonged to the. Eplsoopa.l Charch, and, as I usedtorecd,' ST
- Mr. Wesley’s abridgement of the English Liturgy, they -

showed me especial favor. ‘The late Bishop Strachan officiated.
 there before he removed to Toronto ; and ‘his amiable lady
was there then, her native town, on a visit. Whilst attending
_‘my preaching one Sabbath morning, she was deeply impressed
- under the Word, and I have reason to- believe the good she
 then received was. permanent, as more than a year afterwards
.—on my way to Niagara—the Doctor invited me to break.

- fast, and I was treated mth great kmdness byium and bm'A. ’

lady.” . -

449. Mr- P. resumes: *¢ On Tnesday mommg I left York
~ in the stage for St. Cathennes, in company with_ the Rev.
~ Dr. Adison, of Niagara; Col. Grant and Captain Fredinick,
of the 70th Regiment, and we arrived in safety, by the bless-
ing of God, on Wednesday evening, the 11th of March, 1818. -

P

450, “ On Wednesday evening, the 4th of March, as T |

' almdy stated, T went into the market-place, in ngston, to

* seek some means of proceeding to Nlagara, and in one week
I tr:welled almost 300 nnles, preached twwe, took breakfa.st
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with Dr. Btrachun, phyéd with ' se't'efal ‘famxhes, and made

-many friends.

451, «I called immediately ‘on Wmmm » [Hamxlton] :
4 Merritt, Esq., 4o 'whom I bad a Jetter ‘of ‘introdiotion. He
received ‘me very kindly, and-désired tme’to indke is hutse

* my home, a8 Ty Gertre of ‘opérations “for the 'pregent. Tn'a

short time - weis ‘invited to ‘Preach -ut ‘mofe plices ‘than ‘I
could supply. My circuit soon ineluded ‘St.-Catheiines, ‘St.

o Da.vuls, Queenstown, Niagara, Fort Eris, Phetold .cut-Mr.
o Gemge “Kéefer’ 8), Short Hxlls, ’l‘huty-Mlle Creck, and ‘mady

other places.

452. T -received great kindness- ffom Mr. VnnEvery,
George Keefér, Esq., and Wifa; Mr.. ‘Butgar, near Fort Erfe;
Tunothy Street, of St.David’s; Jolm Street, of- Short Hille ;
and from a great many others. I visited Col." ‘Bowen, *of '

~ "Burford, in the month of July, 1818. I:found Mr. Jolin
. Beam and his Wife, Deborah, very-kind, and they-did all in

* their power to receive all who wxshed to hear the Word of
“Life in’ ‘their house.”

- 453. -Mess¥s. VanEvery, Keefer, Beam, and‘a Mr Gan'c!er

-of Fort Erie, Who tnited with :the Weeleyan ‘Society, had

been members of the Societies raised by: the Episcopal -

~Methodist .preachers. No ‘wonder, therefore, if the latter .
- should feel as thougb an invasion ‘of ‘their ground and Socie- -
ties was scarcely-consistent with -the ‘maxim laid down by
.Mr. Wesloy, were “ one all the world over,” espeelally a8 4l
the. places mentioned - by Mr. ‘Pope, is taken up by him, wete .

oceupied by the others since the beginning of the. ceatury.

‘Bit thie Missionaries ot viewing the- question from the same

“stand-poirt, shoald regard their opposition as unbrotherly

454. Mr. Pope. gives. a httle esoapade wlneh occourred o
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" him'In the région of comniry of which wo now write, which
- farnishes a rather different version of a little encounter sl- -

the unpleasantness qreated, weTeproduceit. R
- ABB. “ Soan after my labors commenced at St. Cathe

ready referred to. To be perfectly ‘just to all, aqd~tore§eal o

‘vines, Elder Ryan honored me with a message, inviting me to -
-moet him at the house of gne of dis;friends.  On my arrival
I fourd 2 prayer-meeting had just commenced], copducted hy

Bro. George Fergusop. Eider Byan was.in = sinall .room

. behind Abat in which _the Jprayer-megting -was held. Bro.-

Fergmm,seeiqg meoeme into t,he room.garve,»ont thehym&:
. ‘Jesus,greatShepberdiof thesheap,
- To thee for help we fly ; -
. The little flock in gafety keep,
... For Q! the wolf is nigh.’ -

And it was am.sing 0 see with.what stentorian pawer Bro. |

. went through-the-next verse— |

* ¥He-comes with-hellish malice-fall, .
To scatter, tear and slay, &c.

1 was ﬁot”’in.the",lea'_s't,_“discompb’sed, and could g’ot"help saying
 within myself, ¢ Brother George, ‘you have missed your mafk
~ this ‘time: T have not come ‘with hellish” malice full, to'
~ ‘scatter, tear, anjg‘slay." ‘I had. heard of :Bro. ‘B‘etg_lxson,’ who

had-belomged to the 100th Regiment, and who Was now a "
zealous, laborious, and useful :preacher of the everlasting
456. “At the élose of the brg;yer-meé_tﬁing,‘ T was called

into the room where the Elder aid a fow of ‘his office-bearers
were assembled. - After answering his questions, and stating
~ freely and fuﬁy my doings and purposes, hé asked me to pray.

4And intéking my leave:-he was pleased to say, “Young man,
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1 find you of a different spirit and manner from what I had
heard and cxpected.” After thanking him for the ¢ompli-
“ ment, we all shook hands and parted. Bro. Ferguson was -
not at this fraternal meeting, and of course I cannot tay
whether he mlgbt not think—as: sometimes old soldiers do
think—that ¢ discretion is the better part of valour,’ he had
better keep scme distance from the paws of the English wolf.
In Thorold, near Bro. Keefer's residence, I took into Society
‘Edmund  Stoney and his wife. They had been members of
our Society, I believe, in Ireland.” They had been members
there, and I think Mr. 8. was a_leader, if not an .exhorter.

The reader will hereafter meet with him as one of Mr Case’s
contemporanes in the Canadian itinerancy.

© 457.. The awkward. position of these two legitimate seqtmns
of Methodism towards each other in this country at that time, '
we are pleased to discover, from- several little incidents, did
" not wholly ‘prevent them respectively from' confiding in each
other’s personal worth and ministerial competency. In illus-
tration of this we subjoin a letter addressed to Mr. Pope by -
the Rev. Thomas Whitehead, whose reasons and object in
- writiog may be gathered from the letter itself, the possession of
_which I owe to the politeness of Mr. Pope. “Itis a precious
relic, written correctly in Mr. W.’s own' plain, round, legible
hand-wntmg. We nge it entlre, 8o far as preserved —_
458, « DEar Sm,—I beg leave to di-op a nots to ydn of a
- private ‘but interesting nature; 1 have no doubt you will
‘pay a little attention to it. Ja.s. e e oo A—s,
from Nova Scotia, a wheel-wn:,ht, e« « « . brother-
. in-law, who now lives in Queenston, and attends your -
preaching, was once in good circumstances, but in a cruel
manger has got reduced, and is oppressed with a few small
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debts ; he: has lately lost his only son by drownmg. His case
is sorrowful; unaccustomed to such troubles, he does not
support it well The object, therefore, of this hasty scrawl,
- is to desire you to call upon him -and talk freely with him.
He has been tempted to a horrid act of desperation, and
would -have committed it, but. an expreasion you dropped '
" in preaching came to his mind, and he desisted. You may
be of inexpréssible service to him. I beg you to be so (kind)..
I cannot tarry in this place to give him farther advice, and
he wants a friend. . A perfect silence on the snbject I should
judge to be the most excellent way. .
i B Fa.rewell! Yours,
¢ THos. Wnrrzumn.

“Rev. Henry Pope, St. Davids.”. :

459. In a letter dated « Fort George, May 28, 1818, )’ and '
~-published in the Bntlsh “ Methodist Magazine,” ~much
- of what we have given is there also 'stated, besides - fuller .

particulars with regard to other thmgs, for which we. cannot
~ well make room. Mr: . Pope gives reasons which satisfied his
“own mind, and were adopted to satisfy the conmnexion at ‘
- home, that his labors were needed and beneficial. This part
of his letter we reproduce below, with this one remark, that
two «Methodist brethren from the United States,” who
labored on the same ground with himself, were British
subjects as well as he. The Rev. I. B. Smith had been
nataralized, and spent the war period in Canada. Mr. Fer-
- guson, he has told us himself, had been a British-soldier.
460. «The Methodist brethren from the United States
scarcely make an attempt in many of the most populous and
l'nportant phees on the fronuer, as the resentment which
was kmdled in vur people by the injurics received by the
. enemy was not extz.ngmshed by . the termmatxon of the War.
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Neither is it likely that ministers trom the United States
will be acceptable on the frontier as- long as: there are sc
many memeatos of the extreme sufferings’ that many of our
peeple endured by repeated invasions. But in' the: interior
of the country they are more acceptable, and in mﬁny Places
very useful.

461. We givé the mtuestmg close: of Mr. Popes first

‘year’s labors in the Niagara in the words of kis own letter
~ ‘to us: < On the 2nd Feb., 1819, I was united in marriage

to ‘Miss Elizabeth Jones, who resided on a fine farm, two
miles from Utica City, on the Mohdwk River. The Rev.
Messrs. Case, Chase, dand many other Methodist ministers

" found a weleome and & comfortable home there on all occa

sions. Mr. Peter Jones, her father, was a noble, pious, and
generous man, extensively known, and respected by all whe
knew him. About a week after our marriage I had to pro-

" ceed to Kingston to meet my brother ministers at our Arnual

‘Conference. It was not without great difficulty and some
danger I finally succeeded in meeting them on the oecasion.
Tt was a very open winter: the stage in which I travelled
made slow progress, the wheels often sinking down to the
hubs; and when at night we arrived at Denmark, we heard

- that the ice opposite Kingston had broken up and was

drifting about, preventing any communication with the
place. I therefore left the stage, which was .going to
Sackett's Harbor, and intended to go down towards Brock-
ville to croes over to Canada. But on the pext day Mr,
Dickenson, who kept the inn where I stopped, was of opinion
the weather would soon turn cold, and that by the time I
should arrive at the island opposite Kingston, the ice would
again be passable. As I had been acquainted with Mr.

Dickenson’s sons near Prescott, he kindly offered to send

s
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his waggon to. Watertown. I embraced the offer, leaving
my trapk with him. The following. night it froze very hard,
and I was only twenty-five miles from Gravelly Point, but
the road was like a ploughed field, and I could obtain no
" means of conveyance. but by horseback, which, on account
of the cold, I refused, Tying my mufller around my plaid-
cloak, I started long béfore day on foot, having the Black
River on one side, and the gloomy forest on the other. I
was at Brownville, four miles on my journey, by break of
day. About 2.30: p.m. I reached the water at Gravelly
Point, havinx travelled 25 miles. There. is. 2 mile. of watar
to the island, which was quite clear of ice, While in the
boat I took a severe cold in my legs, which caused. me much
pain in travelling the seven miles across the island. Having
arrived at a tavern opposite the town, I learned that the
wator was open in several places, but as the cold was ﬁow
intosnse, I cherished the hope of being able. to cross over in
the morning. 1 enjoyed a good supper, and after putiing
my legs in warm water, I slept well all night, and the morn-
ing found me as vigorous and elastic a3 a youth. As it froze.
very hard during the night, some young men with a hand-
sled—one going ahead with a pole to try the ice—ran me
across o the town in almost no time. I found my brethren
had all arrived before me. It was Saturday, and it was
quickly planned that brother Robert L. Luster, stationed
at that, time at ‘Montreal, and I should start immediately on '
horseback for the Bay of Quinte, preach at different chapeln
“the next day, and administer the Lord’s Supper.”

462. The above account of exemplary heroic daring, brings
‘us to the.close of the Missionary brethren’s Conference year,
which ended at their District Meeting, held in Kingston,
Feb, 18, 1818, where we must leave them for the prescnt.
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Mr. Pope had gathered in no less than 70 wmembers during
his labors in the Niagara country, while his nenghbonrs," .
Messrs, Smith-and Fergnson, lost more than that number..
Tho total gain of the missionaries on their seven circuits was
216. - The brethren under the direction of the Genesee Cou-
ference began the year with 4 731, exelusive of those on the

“border Circuits, and ended with 5,232, a gain of 501. Their

’total added to the 229 on the St. Francis and the Stan-
stead Circuits, joined to the 585, which ecpnstituted the -
~ strength of the British brethren, made the total number of -
. Methodists in actual membership for the two Canadas the -

goodly number of 6,046, at the close of the Couference year .
1818—19

1819-20

463 The starhng pomt as to pIace and-tiie, for the‘
: Canada. ‘brethren connected with the Genesee Conferenoe, for
. the-ensuing year’s work of -evangelization, was the session. .
of that body commenced in Vienna, Ontario County, New
‘York, July 1st, 1819. The venerable Bishop Roberts pre- )
~ gided; and Marmaduke Pearce, a strong man -of ‘the Con-
- ference, a Presiding Elder was chosen Secretary—an exeellent.
,»penman was-he. :

464. The manuscr:pt ]ournals reveal the posmon and
~ doings of several of those whose career we arc anxious to
* race. The Rev. Messrs. - Case and Ryan, with four others,
were chosen “a committec to examine the candidates for.
~ admission on- trial” Mr. Case and five others were “a
- Comittee to inquire into the state of the Societies within
the bonnds of the - Conferenee. , Andrew Prindle was one
“of a ‘“committee to take into- consxderatmn the Consmntlon 4
~and Address of the hhsslonary and Bible Soclety of the
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‘Methodist Episcopal Church”—a work this for which
"Prindle’s legal mind adapted him. Their report was adopted.
Thomas Madden and four others were “a committec to take
into consideration the important subject “of a Seminary,
within the bounds of the Genesee Conference.” So early
did these so-called illiterate backwoods preachers commecnce
that movement for higher education, which issued in the
- establishment of Casenovia Serninary, Lima College, on the
* American side, and the Upper Canada Academy, or Victoria
College, on the Canada side of the lines. Two out of the
three members of the “Book Committee for the eusuing
_year,” were Canadian laborers—Messrs. Madden and Peter
Jones were associated with the Rev. Zechariah Paddock in
this work. Messrs. Case and Ryan were among the eleven
delegates chosen to attend the next General Conference, to
be held the following May, in the city of Baltimore. - '
465. At this Annual Conference, Ezra Adams and James
Jackson from Canada, along with several others from the

- other side, were “received into full connexion, and elected

to deacons’ orders.” John Tuke, though his time was ex-
pired, yet, « not being present, was continued on trial.” And
developments during the year showed that this continuance
of his probation was very judicious. Thomas Harmon, who
though he was kept in an auomalous relation to the Con-
“ference, being “recommended from the Niagara Circuit,”
-received deacons’ orders as a local preacher. His -aged
~ compeers say that somw';.venger of a hereditary feud, dogged

- the steps of this now man of peace, and hastened his return

~ to the proteetion of King George. Robert Jeffers, althouoh
only a p*obatloner for the travelling ministry, reccived
~ deacons’ orders by virtue cf the length of time he ltad been

8 local _preacher. Two voung men, one of whom was a
L : : :
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Canadlan, and the otner one ever after belonged to, and has
‘been dear to Canada, were received on trial at this Confer-
ence. The former was Thomas Demorest; the latter,. the
never-to-be-forgotten Franklin Metealf. But. more of hoth of
- them anon.

—466. We gwe the stations -for Qanada, as the last yesr,
by distrmts, heginning, as then, at the westi— L.
, - UPPER CANADA DIGTRICT
- - HzsRY R¥an, Presiding Elder,
Detroity~Troman Dixon
Fhames,—~Joseph Hiekcox.
- Weestrinster—Alvin Torry,
Zong Pointy—Jammes Jackson, Wm. W. Rundle,
‘Ancaster,—George Ferguson, Wm. Jones.
Niagara,—~Isaac B, Smith, Daniel Sbepherdson.
York,—SBamuel Belton. :
Fonge Sirect,~—David ¥oumans
467, The Presiding Elder of this Distriet is st‘ll un-
ohanged in person and character, and we only wish we could
ever have added, unchangeable. We have no particulars of
bim, save that we know that Henry Ryan was still doing
wuecessful battle for God and souls.
'~468. In lieu of the two names we miss from the Canada
" list of preachers for the last year, viz., Alpheus Davis, whom
. we have already followed to the portals of the skies; and
Efias Bowan, to whom we shall give a parting word in the
proper place—five new ones have come into the Canada field.
These are TPuman Dixon, Elijah Boardman, Franklin
Metcalf, Thomas Demorest, and Aurora Seagar. :
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469, The ﬁrst of these, Truman Dixon, was the appointee
bo the first, or most western Circuit on our list, He was a
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native of Trolind, but wae brought up is the United States,
“near to the village of Rome, N.Y., whete he leirned the
trade of a clothier, and became converted. Ho was an éxrly
friend and fallowtabover, in & loestsphere, of the Rev. Sam.
Belton, who, }ke himsclf, wis & mtzveoflrehnd. Hem

of good persoual appearance.
" 470. Dizon had not had great educational advantages in
. early lifs, bat his vigorous mind and powers of utferance
 early distinguished him as the eloquent and popular preacher.
He created quite a sensation wherever he preached in his
journeys through Canada. He issaid to be the first who
- raised a permanent society, and Duilt a meeting-house irr
Detroit. He received 30 members from his predecessor and
friend, Mr. Belton, and retarned himiself, 4t the closé of the
year, sixty-stx members. He earned this year a stifl mote
_ respons:ble position for the next, as we shall see. ‘ '

471, The able and useful Joseph Hickeox is back in the
Thames country, one of his old fields of labor, and destined
" tobe his last in the itinerancy. He was now vergmg to-
wards 'his western place of location, of which more in its

- proper place. We have no partlcuiars of his Iabors during

the year. We observe that he had no increase. Perhaps a
_ farm purchased in Michigan, which must needs be looked
"‘after, had.somewhat to do with this want of progress. :

472. We are glad that the incumbent of Westminster for |

* this year, the Rev. Alvin Torry, has, by his published auto-
- biography, left us nothing to conjecture‘relative to this field
- of labor for the Conference year 1819-20. His details are
g0 graphic and interesting, we give them entire premising
that he, not we, is responsxble for all the statements and

opxmons. _
- - Ty ¥
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- 473. “On reaching the Westminster Circuit,” says Mr.
. T. “I found a field of Jabor more extensive than the one I
. had left.” (The Long Point) «I was placed alone on
_ this Circuit, and as I passed around to the appointments. left
. me by my predecessor” (the devoted Shepherdson), « I found
there were continued calls from the newly-settled parts of
_the country for preaching, and truly could we say, ¢ The
 harvest is great, but the labourers are few.” I had but little
time for rest. While preaching at a place called Mount
" Pleasant, from the text, ‘ Quench not the Spmt, a young
~man was awakened and soon converted;” who afterwards
became a member of the Canada C‘onferenoe, and, I believe,

- is still in aetive service, and an efficient preacher.

. 474. “We had formed a small society in one of the new
settlements, where was but one house convenient for preach-
ing, and this was owned by a brother, who, before he expe-
“rienced religion and joined our Church, was inclined to
Quakerism. His father, who lived near him, was what some
‘term a ‘Hickory Quaker.’” He was oppcsed to his son’s
“remaining in the Chureh, partly because he wished. 10 break

" up the Methodist Society in the place, and partly because

“his son had to feed the Minister and his horse. So the old
‘man went to work at ‘his son to convince him that the Ol1
“Testament, the Sabbath, baptism, and the sacraments were
of no particular use under the present dispensation; and
“this doctrine which he called Quakerism, he finally made his
son believe to be true. On arriving at the settlement I
-found this brother had been at work with “his.team on the
‘Sabbath. As I had an appointment for the evening at his
‘house, I called upon him as usual, and perceiving he received
ma coolly, I sat down, and said to him, ¢ Brother, I under
stand you, with your team, work on Sabbath as on other
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days.” ¢ Yes, he saxd, ‘he thought the Sabbath no better

than any other day’ As I cast my eye around the room, I
saw the family Bible was gone, and the New Testament had
taken its place. ‘Well,” I said, ‘then you have really em-
braced Quakerism¥  <Yes; and I wish to withdraw from
the M. E. Church’ ¢You should have asked for dismission
from our Church,’ said I, ¢ before you violated, not only the
laws of the Church, but of God and man, in working on the
~ Sabbath. My duty will require me to call you to an account’
before the Society, and if you do not repent of your sins,
and make confession, I shall have to expel you.'

475. “As I closed, he looked at his wife, whose .coun-
tenance expressed deep trouble, for she was a member of our
- Society, and had remained unshaken in her faith in the
doctrines of Methodism ; and after a pause of a few moments.
he said, to me, <If you will prove the Old Testament to be
the Word of God, the Sabbath a Divive institution, ard
‘baptism and the sacraments obligatory under the present
dispensation, and meet the objections the Quakers raise
against them, I' will give up my faith in Quakerism, and
‘acknowledge my wrong; but now I believe it to be right.”

- 476. “ After reflection, I concluded to advertise the
_ people that evening, that at my next visit to them I would
* prove the authenticity and divinity of the Old Testament;
~show that the Sabbath, baptism by water, and the sacra-
ments, were as sacred and binding on us now as when first
instituted, and meet all other objections the Quakers raised.
I therefore set myself at work examining Fox and Barclay,
and making ‘myself thoroughly acquainted with the Quaker
doctrines, My advertisement spread like wild-fire among
the people, a.nd when the evening arrived for me to preach,

=




FREY)

288 casm aw
the house was crowded with people, some of them from a
great distance,

477. «The Quakers -had employed _a fomale spesker te
meet me—their great champion, Peter Lawson, it was said,
not being able to be present. I gave for my text, ¢ All scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
- doctrine, for reproof, for correctiop, for instruction ia rxuhto ’
eousness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoxoughly
furmshed to all good works.” I had liberty in speaking, and
felt strengthened mightily to explain and enforce the truth
of the Bible upon the hearts of the people, and show the
sophistry and error of Quakerism.

- 478. “When I had finished, the female speaker took the
floor, but the Spirit did not move long enough for her to
make a proper defence of her creed. She soon took her
seat. Then rose up the brother who had been led astray
from the path of right, and who had sinned against God by
believing in Quakerism, and said, ‘I am satisfied the Meth-
odxst&are right, and that T have greatly .singed, and I hope

. the brethren will forgive me.’” His tears showed his sincerity

‘and deep sorrow of heart. for havmg broken the holy com-
mandments of God.

_479. “Bat the Quakers were not willmg to glve np thls-
matter in this way. o they appointed a meeting in the
- same neighborhood, and' brought on their great champion
" «and defender of their faith, Peter Lawson. I told our .
" brother to be _present and hear all that was satd for Mr.
~ Lawson would say all that could ‘be said in defence of his
doctrive. He did so, and afterwards said to me, ‘I am
now more than ever convinced that we are right in reference
‘to the Bible, Sabbath, and Sacraments, and that the Quakers
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are wrong After this skirmish, Quakemm took leave of this
part of the country, and was never heard of more while I
remained there, except what was left of ¢ Old Hiokory.’

- 480. “8till, the Quakess, thoag'h they de not believe in -
* war and fighting, resolved on giving me battle if I should
again attempt to preach in their priacipal settlement, which
was about thirty miles from the one in which they had made
their. first attack; and they had noised around that they
~ would rally and make an attack upom me; and they seemed to
think they would force me to retreat and be glad to leave that
part of the country. Accordingly, before I had timwe to resch
their settlement, they had made bitter eomplaints of me to
the only family we had to call on in that part of the country,.
Happily, I recetved timely notice of this, so, geing directly
" to the Settlement I engaged an old building for a short
time, fitted it up as a kind of fort to use during our cam~
paign—for I saw we must have a regular fight with them; -
gave out that I would have a_two-days’ meeting, embracing
- the Sabbath, and during which time the Sacrament would be
administered ; and invited some of my brethren to meet me
there, and see what the Lord would do for the Quakers and
others of tlmr nenghbonrs who had not embraced thelr doc
trine.

481. « When our meeting began, there was a gre:t rally o

~ Quakers, and others who had come to see how the battle

would go. On Saturday we began levelling our artillery at«
error and the devil’s strongholds, and in about twenty- eight -
bours we had broken the.enemy’s ranks, and nearly twenty
persons—embracing some of the most influential of the settle-
. ment—were -eompletely sabdued, and fell upon their knees,
erying aloud for mercy, and it was not Iong before the shout
of vietory rolled up and over the battle-field.




482 “'lhe Lord n bm own’ way, showed theae delnded
Quakers that there. was power in His gospel to save from
error, 'sib; and death ; and that His method of saving men . -
mas: by sanctlﬁeatwn of the Spirit, and the belief of the
‘Bible ttuths. We orgamzed a Society and erected a ehurch

: nearly in the centre of - then- settlement, and in srght of theu- o

_own; and when I left the Circuit, there was one of the best
Soclettes there ‘that there was in the eonntry ; and thess

stpeaceable ‘Quakers found, by sad experience, that it was 'ba.d' o
pohcy for them to wage war with Methodism. - '

© 483. «This was & year of great toil and sacnﬁce, yet 1t _
was & good year; for the Lord blessed us " and many souls -
were saved  through the blood of ‘the atonement.” ' Th,e
Mmutes however, ma.ke the net increase but twenty.

484. We must pass on eastward from Mr.: Torrys present
field of 1abor to his last year's Lxrcmt-—tbe Long Point. ' His
last year’s colleague, Jas.J ackson, was the preacher in charge;
and Wm.‘M Rundle was brought up from Yonge Street, where.
e was the precedmg year, to this Western part of the Upper
Province. ~ But we have in’ reahty learned no particulars,
from any source, relative to these two. ‘brethren, or their work
for the.year,—only that the Minutes indicate that, atter all

- deductions, they reported an increase of seven- members,
- making 511in all

- 485. We. pass | next down the Lake Ene Sbore to thea_ :
Nxagara Peninsula and Circuit, which retains its last year’s
Supenntendent I B. Smith ; and exchanges its last year’s.
~ junior preacher, the zealous Ferguson, for the holy, heavenly-

_ minded, but less-demonstrative Shepherdson. . Mr. S. isbarely
_ rémembered now by a few in this part of the country; but . -
~ Wecan find none who can recolleot any particulars of him or
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vlns work worthy of record The previous. year was one of
decrease ; . this year they make a clear advance of fomteen. -

- Their number is 618, making the strongest Clrcmt, numeri-
. cally, on the District. :

" 486. We never. regretted more the want of the Rev George

- Fergnson 8 manuscript journal, than in commencing to write
our account of the Ancaster Circuit for the. year (18 19-20),
of which Circuit Mr. F. has the charge, knowmg it records

: ':xnterestmg partlculars, which we cannot detail withoat refer- N
- ence to its pages. - His fellow-laborer ‘was hke minded with

~himself, and, we might add, like-bodied too, for he was also a

man small of stature, - Thxs is the youthful preacher whom - N
the people.fondly and famlharly ‘designated « Wllly Jones.” - . -

He made his appearance among them clad in a gown—not of
silk, but of cotton; and proved himself faithful, affectionate,
and emotional. He soon became as much. attached to the
~ people as' they ‘were to him. Consequently, it was a great

- cause of grief and alarm t6 him, when he reoelved an inkling

that the Presiding Elder, to oblige another preacher, who was
. responsible for the sapply ‘of the Yonge Street Circuit, but
whose family resided on the Ancaster, intended to send the

young preacher down there for a time; and he expressed an - o

unwillingness to go. - But Mr. Ryan' was not the man to
allow his purposes to be thwarted. Whenhe arrived at the
Quarterly Meeting he was seen to take the refractory he]per
aside; and a brother overheard somethmg like the following:
_ RyaN.—* 8o, Brother Jones, I hear you are unwilling to
- obey my orders, and go down to Yonge Street ” -~ -
Joxes.—T don’t know the people down there, and T
don’t wan't to go, Sir” . :
RYaN (in a voice, that ma.de the little man quall).—
don’t care what you hke, you shall go.”
) L 2 :




Thls ultimatum ‘decided. the matter—the, relactant young
man went, and stopped ont the time required. On his return
be had the good {ortune to, meet, on the Pundas, Street, the
kixid-hearted Isaac VanNorman, ho invited, him/ to go with -
him for the might, to his residence, on the Middle Road.

- Glad to be,back among his friends, Willy became very Jubl-
. lant; and as these two, brethre rode along in the darkness
‘throufrh the overhanging forest trees, the younger, as, they
" phrased it in those days ¢ got/ very bappy and broke forth
in praise to God, making the welkin'. ring with shouts of
“ Glory ! Glory I Such. exh’ibmop,s were then very common
: among the younger and more ardent of those ‘evangelists.

487, The labors, of these two forvent minded litfle men—
Ferguson and, Jenes—did: not.all ‘evaporate in voise. Their
" Gireuit, were: upin pumbers from, 582 t0 598 dumg the gear
of their Joint, pastorate. )
" 488, York, during this year, s welt a&the Tast, is a ehsrgo
by itself, and Samnel Belton was brought down from Detroit
to supply it—and very much beloved was he by the peoples
. Mr. Belten informed the: writer that their - meetings Were very
. powerful : not without some instances of what was then called
- «falling-under the power.” A soxamavwrlmi;éh remarkable case of
' religious catalepsy is referable to this period, which the writer
remembers to have heard much talked of at the time, and
about. which he conversed with Mr. B. many. years afterwards.
A large family of pious sisters, with their devoted mother, © -
whe had been Mebhodlsts in tho North of Trelard, but who
-had come by the way of New Yerk, where they had remained
2 time, and beeame members of the Methodist Episcosal.
Chgrch -whence they brought certificates of membershxp,
arrived in-Canada about this time, and they united with and
remamed in connexlom with the ﬁrst-{ovme& Mdthodxst So-

/ s~




o eiety in the town gf' York;: One of these young ladies, left .
the thss-meeting,,dx;_e;,geveni g before its close, being much o

 drawn out to go and pray by herself.  She. retired to her

Bed_-roozp, and was there found b “her sisters, on, their returs,
iu & sort of ‘trance, which lasted several days—(I think the

~ Best of'a week, if not, ,16qg9r)a-mgﬁy; going in to see. her

while in that state, She came _to. her senses in a very much -
solemnized and happy state of mind, . She ever. after walked
closely with God, pever swerving from' the church of hea!

choice ; giving it several members, and' one accomplished

- minister, in the persons of her children,

485, Despite, the livaliness of the Yotk Socioty meetings,
Mr. Belton returned at.the end of the Year only 43 members,

sgainst the 63 of the previons years. Some of these may

‘have been lost by the « alteration tpff"boqnda,ries'," but I am

inclined to think that it arose entirely from-several of the old ©

country members an? others transferring  themsolves toa -

society which was formed during this Jonference year, under’ o
the auspices of the British Missionaries. "The writer re-

‘members well one of those who }eﬁ;/, telling his own mother, -

- who kept to her first religious connections, that “half,' a

score” left with him, and “joined the Missfonaries together.”

Their: r/etntn of membe_rs' for the beginning of l’_820-21', :
.~ for this plaee, was 30, while the first formed soeicty had

diminished 22. The real augmentation of Methodism, under -

the labors of the two several sorts of preachers was only eighe,

1o very great recommendation of the beneficial results of rival

~ altars, * But more of this when we come to look at the other
side. S T o
. 490. Yonge Street is the anly remaining cirenit of the

district to be considered, The Rev. David Youmans was the

~enly- preacher -appointed to it, ,aeo??rd:i‘ng to the','gnbﬁshéd ; |

[ S
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Minutes. But we have reason to believe that the Rev. David
Culp, who appears in the Minutes as a « Superannnated” .
preacher, assisted Mr. "Youmans, at least during a part of his -
time. - The Yonge Street was a four weeks circuit, mgh two
preachers the preceding year. Mr. Youmans was too infirm
| to do the work of two men.” Mr. Culp is remembered by
the writer as bemg often in those - -parts durmg the time re-
- ferred to.  And Mr. Van Norman says distinctly that Mr.
- Culp was the Yonge Street preacher with whom Mr. Jones
was forced to exchange, already mentioned. There was also
an increase on that circuit during the year, which it is not
hkely would have beenif ithad been inadequately supphed

491 So much for Mr. Ryan’s district, we ROW pass to that
of our prmclpal subject, the Rev. Wm. Case. -Of hlmself'
personally, nothing is gleaned—-we therefore . proceed to con-
sider the several laborers and their respective circuits. ‘We
C glve their stations below. , -

LOWER CANADA DISTRICT.

Wn. CASE, Presrdmg Elder

Mmtreal —Aurora Seagar.

Ottuwa,—Ezra Adams.

Cornwall,—James G. Peal. '

" Augusta,—Robert Jeffers, Renaldo- M. Eva{tts C 1\
o Flint.

St. L_awrence,_—-Trm_othy Goodwin, Thos. D'emorest.' '
" Malone,—Charles Northrup.

Bay of Quinte,--Isaac Puffer, James Wilson.
" Hallowell,—Thomas Madden, Franklln Metcalf
- .Bellemlle,—John Tuke. - . o
> Smith’s Creek,—Elijah Boardman. S e

. 493. Be,:mnmg at Montreal, the eastern extremlty of Mr.
-Cases District, we observe that its last years incumbent,

~
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- Elms Boﬁén.‘ings left, never to return to the Canadas. Thig

modern innovations in his OWn country in a manner bor-

- dering on bitter uncharitableness. This s 8aid to have

. especially charaoterized his jubilee, or fiftieth-year-sermon,
~ in the year 1864, preached before the Oneida Conference,

of which he ds a superannuated member., Itis a pity to . |

have an intended good spoiled by an ill spirit; but in 8o far -

. and qur mothers, too, this 'writer"ébqugses to a decided _sym-

. pathy to this lone voice of watning.” God be gracious to his

venerable servant, and safely conduct him where angels and
 archangel. brostrate themselves, and where all unite j the -

,./'_




woing of Moes and of the Lamb, ‘Tifting up théir voioes like
‘the sound of many waters! .
. 49%. But we must tarn our attention from the xetiring in-
. cumbent ‘to the incoming appointee toMontreal. This js also
a yonrg man from the United ‘Sta'teé, the western part-of New
“York. OF %him it may be truly and literally ;sung in the’
 touching lines written by Dr. Hunter, on his friend Drum-
* " mond t— S R
" Away framhis homeand the friends of his yauth -
" He hasted, the herald of mercy and truth ; '

“For the'love of his Lord, and to seek for the lost,

“Roon, alan, was-his fall,~bitt ‘died at’his post’” .

‘A “totiching ‘memofisl ‘6f Hitm from the pen of is Presiding
‘Efder- aud “friend, Mr. Case, will supercede ‘our Jooking in
any “other quarter Tor ‘information concerning: bim. The

“little 01" tractite Which lies béfore me is somewhat mutilated,
‘but enough remdins to msfke out a connecteéd history.

- 495, “ AURORA -SEAGAR, .the third _son .of Mr. Micha
Seagar, was born ‘in_Simsbury, Cennecticut, February 21st,
1795. From hisjournal and letters we :extract principally
the following -memoir®® R R >

~ 496. From Mr. ‘Case’s -traet, the first ten pages of which
are very _muéh torn, we decipher and .condense ‘the following -~ ‘
statement relative to -his history .and exercises -before his

_ conversion, -namely, that * from - early childhood he was im-

' pressed with a.sense of futare rewards and .punishments.;”
and that in ,b{)_yhodd,_ « while -walking in -the fields just at
evening, he was visited with .such. a sense.of God’slove .in
_giving his Son to die, &c., that he, gave vent: to his feelings
.in a flood of tears.”  Still he remained without Justificataon _
and regenerating . grace, "passiog in the meantime  throngh -

* strong exercise of mind. “ About the 1st of December, . -

[
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1809, he went to Hartford ‘Grammar ‘School, ‘where he re-
mained till May, 1811. His thirst for science induced him-
to apply with the utmest assiduity to his studies,” in‘which
- his'profiting was ‘great. Despite his absorbing amibition for
literary distinotion, he :confesses ‘to being very ‘much ‘im-
- pressed with the character of the-pious mistress of ‘the: :fum;.y
- where he boarded, which, ‘however, was somewhat .nagtral- ‘
ized by her mistaken love of pageantry and plessure, His
studious career was somewhat checked by the request of his
father to take a school at Barkhamsted. ¢ Thence ‘he went
to Phelps, Ontario County, New York, to which place liis
father soon after removed. - Here, also, he engaged as teacher -
in a school. On his arrival in Phelps,-in 1812, it-appears
‘he had considerably thrown off the restraints of religion, and
indulged in the fashionable amusements of the gay, and. par-
ticularly that of dancing, of which he became immoderately-
fond. TIn this'situation he found himself surrounded hy the
Methodists; but these people tie ‘despised in his heart, and
“declared he believed it‘to-be wrong to attend their meetings,
especially on theLord’s day.” Still he was “surprised to
find ‘that several of ‘these fanatics ‘died in full assurance of
faith.”  He ‘says, T pursued my favorite ’amnsement of
‘daneing without much-check until the latter part of 1814,
‘when I began again to ascertain ‘some scruples of its pro-
~ priety.” - About this time he speaks of “falhng into other
: Vices, which he greatly déplores.” - .

497. “On"the 21st of February, 1815, bemg twenty years‘
of age, he went into the school-room for the .purpose of re-
‘flestion,” and “entersd into several resolutions for the.better .
‘regulation of ‘kis future life.” These stand recorded on his
. ;oamal, wa coniprise two things, first, to devote himself to
"God in a vn'tuons ‘and pious course ; second, to ‘devote his
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time to study, and the means of obtammg usefufinownedoe.

The latter he proposed to pursue for the first five years, after -
which, should his life be continued, he designed to settle in
life. . But he soon swerved from his pious resolution,” and
trxed the lmpracttcable attempt of servmg God and Mammon.

~ 498. “ We now proceed to the mtetestmg clroumstahces'

-~ of his conversion. = He states that in his ardent pursuit of

*literary attainment, ¢ I met a young man who had been as

"ambitious of literary distinction as ‘myself. ‘The similarity

of his former case and mine, prepossessed me in his fa.vour.‘“_ :
The aﬁ'ablhty and gentleness of his manuers, together with -

‘his literary genius and acquirements, gave me a hlgh respect

- for him, though he belonged to the Methodists. He adnsed a
me to take such steps as would answer a better and am en-

‘during substance.’”.

- 499. “This conversatnon, it appears, wrought serxonsly

~on hig mind; so much so, that he thought of attending the |
" Confirmation that was to be held by the Bishop of the Pro-

tessant Epmcop:fl Church the ensuing August.”” That he

. might appear in mock not pretension -of sanctity, he. labored -
~ for'a preparation of miad before he should openly profess be-

fore God and .man his intention to lead a new life. He still
found that his mind was as much indisposed to good as ever.

. He observes, “ Though my judgment approved of what was

right, my heart was not free to doit. All my ideas were

cold speculations, leaving the heart untouched. I went into
the woods in the evening to pray, but I performed the duty -
- with coldness. The' address of the Bishop at the time of -
Conﬁrmatton was pathetlc, and bore with some weight on. -

o my mind, and the 1dea of havmg devoted mvself to God
_still more so.”» '
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500. “In Septcmber he attended a Quarterly Meeting,
_ where he was much mortified that his brother should go into
lovefeast. ¢ For, he observes, ‘though I was meagurably
divested of prejudice, I was not of pride’ His brother was
thenin a low state of health? and on further reflegtion he
felt condemned that there should be in him an unwillingness
that that brother should obtain a preparation for eternity
though it were by the means of the Methodists,

501. “In November, for the first time, he tarned in class.
meeting to hear the experience of the pious, and afterward
spent the evenicg, till midnight, with the above yonng man”
—the one 8o frequently mentioned already. :

502. “* The many good instructions,’ says he, ‘w?hich this
young preaeher afforded, in advxsmg me how to fice from the
wrath to come, I shall never forgét. * From this time I began
to love the company and converse of Chnstnans-—choosmg
this rather than the company of gay associates.” In December
“he made a visit to the house of ’Squire Cand. [Here Aurora
let drop a word or two on his own religions state. On which
Mr. C., adapting his discourse to his case, he was unable any -
longer to conceal his emotions, but gave vent to them by
weeping. Mr. C. knelt down, and most feelingly ‘addressed -
a throne of grace on his behalf. Soon after he attended a
meeting where the Sacrament was administered. Here, for
the first time, he commemorated the sufferings of the Savieur.
On returning to his seat; he thought of Judas, into whom .
Satan entered after taking the sop, ¢ and he trembled least hxs
case should be similar.

- 503. “Till the 20th of January, hig mind continued in a
‘state of alternate hope and fear. Bat now his redemption drew
nigh, for the next da.y was the day of his salvation. . His last
struggle we will give in his own words: ‘On the 21st of |




> L

!

‘;gu.' "

.-’"234'~ S cms, AND .

Jmuary, I went into the house of God. Forlorn and :lw-
 tressed, I raised my voice to heaven for deliverance. Still, 1.
seemed to sink deeper and deeper into tronble, but I continued
to cry to God in ‘silent and constant prayer during the ser-

- " vioe, which lasted two hours. _After this, the mourners

‘kneeled down in a circle, and petmons were offered i in their
‘bohalf - till the going down of the sun. .  Nor was prayer‘
' 'made in vain ; for five, one after another, arose and declared
-what God had done for their souls. While Jesus was thus .
pnssmg along, T begged by the way side, but yet all was

da.rk ;- and when I arose: from my knees, I was hardly able
? to.stand, ‘my strength was so exhausted by the strnggle. In
the evening we again assembled for prayer, but, after meeting
was over; I found myself still wretched—and coming home -

- ‘under this burthen, I sat down to bewail my misery ; but in

the midst of this darkness, - the day-apnng Jrom on high
-seemed. to visit me, and whisper peace to my sin-sick soul.
The first I recollect of the change in my feelmgs, I was sing- -

ing a hymn. My joy continued to mcrease, accompamed -
‘with love to. the souls of men.’ ~

504, « He resolved to ileelare this loving- hn«lness of the ’
Lord to the first whom he- should meet. This he did to
. several of his religious friends, who mingled their . tears of
gratltude ‘with his." In these exercises of love and devotion
Aurora oontinued for some days ; but when he came to con-
sider the state of some of his relatives, his heart was pained

 with anxlety for their eternal welfare. This was the begin- :

- ning of that burning zeal for the salvation of men wluch 80
dmtmgmahed the remainder of his life.

505 “In ‘regard to public duty, the first call appea.rs to
have been that of public prayer ; but though several oppor-

o huutles offered, be  deined tho expreasion, feelua hmelf too

e
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wesk to bear the cross. His mind was brought into trouble,
Another opportunity having offered, he says, ‘I cried to God
for belp, and refrained from praying that the cross might be
lightened, only that I might be emboldened and strengthened
- to bear it. My request was more than granted; for, in the
face of my former companions, I had an, easy flow of words,
and was as little embarrassed as though I had been responding
ina prmnbed fm[m He afterwards proceeded. as occasion
offered, to give a word of exhortation; and such was the
acceptability of his efforts, that be was soon urged in many
places to come and hold meetings for exhortation and prayer.
~"506._«His brethren having marked the Christian depért-
-ment of this young prophet, and believing that hrs gifts pro-
- mised usefulness to the Church, they granted him license to
improve those gifts by way of exhortation. This is dated
" at Phelps, December 8th, 1816. Not long after this he re-
ceived a letter from Windsor, Counn., stating that his sister, a
Mrs. Brown, was far gone in a consumption. He went there
. on a short vxsn, intending soon to return. On coming among
_his former acquamtances he saw them asleep in their sins, =
and fastened in the chains of Calvinistic decrees. The spirit
of the prophets came upon our beardless Israelite; and he at-
tacked the grim Goliath, and despoiled him ot his prey.
507. “From Windsor, April 7th, 1817, he writes: ‘I can
hardly say 1 have a moment’s respitéfrom labor until waat
;of strength lays me under restraint. I am unable to comply
with all the-solicitations T meet with. - Last week I attended
eight meetings, and notwithstanding the extreme badness of
~ the roads, the congregations were large, serious, and atten-
~tive. I expected much opposition from the abettors of Cal-
vinism, but many oppressed me with kindness’ A consider- -
able revival tock place in that part, and numbers—especially




ot tne youth—-were brought to a kno“ledge of the truth.

The Society in Winterbury was ever afier much in: lns re

-membrance and aﬂ'ectxon.

508. “ At 3 Quarterly Meetwg held for Gxanville Circait,

" the 20th September, 1817, Bro. Seagar received license to
preach, aud was immediately employed by the Presiding
Elder on tbat circuit. There he continued to labor till the
New York Conference, in May, 1818, when he waa admiitted

.on trial in the travelling ministry, and by the Bmhe;o was
transferred to the Genesee Conference.

509. “ At the Conference in Lansing, he was appointed to
 the charge of the Clarence Circuit, where he and his col-
league labored with much success. Conversions were, fre-
quent ; sometimes half:a-dozen in a single meeting.’ Dunng
~ this year a.bout.-—— were added to tbe Soclenes in - that ,

'_cxrcmt.

510. * On this circuit he was brought near to death by a
paralytic shoek. "For some time he considered his release to
be near, and sueh were his foretastes of immortal -bliss, tbat' '
he felt some dlsappombment when ke found himself recover-

. ing. In his journal—among much glowing langnage—he

says: ‘ This was a blessed season to my soul. The emotiona-
that I felt cannot be described. My mmd wasg filled with
1nexpressxble sweetness. _Death dever before seemed 80 nigh,
. and I never felt in such- readiness to meet it.’

. 511. ¢ After a confinement of about two weeks, he bezan
again to mend. The time of the Genesee Conferenoe being
now at hand, -the preachers being on their way thither, and
having little reason- to-expect that he would be able to attend,
~ hé mentions feeling, for the first. time, a little inclination to
object; but he made his complaint’to God, snd intreated, if




According to hig request, the desire of his heart wag given -
him; for the hospitable friend at Batavia, at whoge house ke
had been nutsed in hig iﬂ!iction; took him in his car'riage,
 and brought him ¢ighty miles to the Conference at Tienna. -
513, « Ay that ﬁonférencé, July, 1819, Bre. Beagar wag
appoitited to Montreal. ‘Whep he received (he appointment

peared more ke o burial than a farewell. Byt ¢ him i
Was the most affecting, ‘jn taking farewell of one wham he

always folt it was hig. duty to honor. ¢The Pprecarious state -

of my. health,’ he ‘temarks, ‘and s growing  infirmities,

render itjexeeedingly uncertain whethezf I shall see him again, ‘ '

he-pﬁs’sed'throngli the rapld’s of Ldnge'-S@ixlt’, Coteau dn Lag -
Cedres, Sphit Rock, and the Cascades. <Here! saiq he,
- “were appearances both diverting and terrifying, The rain.
bow Formed by i rays of the sun on the spray, aﬂ'ordgd a




dehghtful view. The rocks which appearcd Just under the
sides of the boat, and which we “passed mth swiftness, seemed
to dart up stream w1th the rapxdxty of hghtmng.

~ 516, «On his arrival in Montreal,‘(3lst July,) he found
his health’ much"better. He took lodgmgs at Bro. F. F.%,

' (Fmdlay) three miles out of town, a very healthful and -

(delightful situation.  In this pious family he was treated .-
‘with every mark of attentlon, and they hved in mntnal fellow

N bhlp . . . . . Ly

'/

517, « Though he entered his work thh feebleness, hls :

-~ strength was gradually mending for about three months, He

writes, October 18th: <I am now_ able to spend a consider-
able part of the day in my work. - Thanks be to God for his l
unspeakable kindness !’ After this he beoan to decline, and
died two months after,”—thus leaving. this statxon vacant in

' the middle of the Conference year. '

517. % On the 18th of October Bro. Seagar removed to -
‘town, and took board with Bro. E. P. Here he was treated
‘with equal attention and kindness, but variots circumstances
combined to impair his health. The cold rains of autumn
‘were unfriendly ; the room in which he lodwed was sometimes
neeessarily too warm ; but what is believed to have matenally
impaired his health, was' ¢ handing buckets of water at a fire,”
of which he speaks in his journal, till he was much fa-
tigned.’ His last’sermon was on the forenoon of Sabbath,
: December 5th. ‘This was sixteen days before his death. His
complalnt was an mﬂammatory catarrh, attended by ulcera-
tion, which extended gradually down the traclm till it reached
his lnn«rs, when it terminated lue. T '

518, Long as this notice may have seemed ‘we have. -
' omltted ‘much of great interest. What remains of this little
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gmemorml we shall give in detall punclpaﬂy for the two fol‘
 lowing reasons : First, it presents the character of Mr. Casg '
-himself; and bis conduct to those of whom he had the charge;
and, secondly, because we get one glimpse of some fraternal
’feelmg on the part of their Mlssxonary brethren. .

519, % For the last five days of Bro. Seagar’s illness,” says
Mr. Case, “ I was wiﬁx’him. The following is extracted from
- my minutes.as’ they were noted. - I had heard nothing of his ‘
- Illness till the 12th of Deoember, when I entered the room
where he was, confined. At this time he was supposed to be
getting better, and ‘I did not think it proper to agitate his-
mind by much® conversation. The next mornmg, he bemg o
more composed by rest, I took an opportunity to hold a short
conversation with him. . I told him we were hoping he would
" recover ; but as all was uncertain, he might mention any- .,
thmg he ha.d on his mind, and I would endeavour to attend;w
~ to his reqnest. _ After mentioning some temporal concerns, he

added, ¢ Write to- my friends concerning my illness, and in- -
~ form them, that though others judge I shall recover, yet I

thmk my tecovery very doubtful. The Lord is good to me.”

- 520. “On Friday he called for the Bible, and requested
‘Rev. xxii. 20 might be shown him. ~When he had seen it,
- he, with awful ‘solemnity, repeated that response. of the
"Church,—¢ Amen. Even 80, come Lord Jesus.”

521 ‘e On Monday, 20th Dec., we ‘all perceived he must

He now  spoke with diffi;ulty, but he expressed s wish

to be understood by the fnends, adding, ‘I am sure I shall
be able’ In about two heurs after he appeared to be better,
and after takma a little drink he folded lus hands on his
_ breast and said, *Now, let all be called in.’ When all had

gatheted around his bed he commenced hymn 170, page 165




_"When .xﬂ thy tercies, O my God &c \fﬁer repthing. o

geveral - verses, req\tested ‘the - whole hymn might be stng .

‘While singing, hé-attempted to join, but could only repest
softly, He then addressed those present in a most melting
and weighty exhortatxon—-pressing thom to be faithfal to
 God, and for their encouragement * declaring the goodness of
~'>‘God to his own soul. ‘Tell my parents and friends, said
“he, ¢that their loss is my infinite gain.” - Then srgmfymg a
wish to pray, he drew the covering over his face, and-eon-. -
' tinued some time in prayer. In about an hour, having
rested m sleep, he. again recovered strength and spoke to'
me.. I. asked words he would send to -his fnend&, ¢ Tell» .
them Ihope to meet them in heaven.”

s

- 522. “He then mentioned * his ymg acqualnwnees ﬁl -
Phelps, whom he wistied might be ¢warned to prepare to
_meet God” He then addréssed each present, as they stood
“around, expressing his gratitude for their kinduess dwring
his sickness, obtained a promise from each to éndeavour to.
meot him in heaven ; and taking leave of them severally by

the hand, bade them ‘an ‘affectionate ‘faréwell.” As we
were about to pray,. I asked him, ¢ What - is.your petition ¥ :
He rephed. I desive full redemption. I have strong con-

- fidence in God, he will déit; After t}ns he spoke with -

difficalty, but said, ¢ Every hreath is prayer—prayer is the - -
food of my soul—without prayer there .is no spiritual Ixfe. '
"1 ‘said, ‘Aurora, ‘does your spiritual strength increase r
‘ch, sit,” he rephed “ag my strength i increases —then're-
collecting, he corréoted thé sentence, ‘as my strength de
. .cteases ‘my 8pmtual strength inereases.’.

‘ 523 “ Tuesday—-—Falls fast, suffers nvuch, but frequeuﬂy o
arouses up - and speaks of “heavenly goodness.. Miss S.
- awaked lnm by saymg, ¢ You=have slept enough P He .
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rephed 0 yes, the Lord gives sweet rest to my soul” At
_eleven olclock T had lain down, intending to rise on the
~ first appearance of a change. At 5 o'clock on Tuesday

» mommg. (Wednesday ?) he awaked, and said, ¢ Call brother |

Case to prayer.” We made our petitions, during. which he

appeared sensible and devotional. At eight o’clock I said,
¢Do -you know me, Aurora ¥ He opened his eyes, and
stretehing out his arms to me, said, ¢O yes, my dear brother, -
but I can’t talk much.’ Soon aftér, while several wer¢
standing around; he exclaimed, ¢ Glory, glory!’ After- this
he requested that I should write to his father. ¢ What shall
I write, Aurora? ¢ Thank him for all his kindness, and
whatever else ‘benevolerice may dlcta.te.’ Then, as if he

~ thought himself writing, he said, * My writing is mcoberent -

—1I must stop—now my work is done .~—Amen, amen I’ We

_ then commenced smgmg, when we ‘had finished, he said,

“Sing on.’ 'We then sung, ¢ What now is my object and

aim? A few moments passed, and he requested not to be -

ta]ked to any more. -Mr. Lusher coming in, was requested
t0/ pray. -After prayer Mr. L. spoke to him, but lie was too

: far gone to answer ; and while his brethren were standing

around, commending him' to God, he calmly passed away,

about halfpast ten o’clock, 2lst December, 1819, bemg

twenty-four years of age.

., 524, “Thus died this dmlable youth—-thxs falthful -and
- successful ‘ministor of Christ—an ornament to the Christian _
' . doctrine, and a bright example. of meekness, condescension,

fervour, watchful sobriety, and diligence in study and labour. -
Majy a double portion of his. Spmt fall on his young brethren '

_in the ministry!”

52_5.. Mr. Case adds, “We ’think' it the result of a.wise

* Providence that his death was transferred from Batavia to
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Montreal, tha’t Catholis and Protestants mlght witness a.
Christian’s death A nnmber were :m.kened and eomverhd
at Montreal by bis faithful warnings. Among these Waa B
‘sensible and Jmcere. Catholio, wha secmed to want mhng

but to witness a Christisn tnumphmg in death, 4o complete
‘his convwﬁons of Pmtestant truths. Being one of these-

who faithfully attended him in his. ilness, /Sesgar’s exhor -
tations and triumphant death wrought eﬁectually. That
person was | converted, and afterward” hecame a member
* of our Society in- Montreal. To be syre he died and wes
_buried on a\ foreign shore, but in this Tespect he stands
entolled with some “of the Apostles, nd with some .of the
bngbtest mtmesses for -the Chzxstmn faith—-—not - forgetting
the names of Swartz Wlutﬁeld Fletchez, Cake,. Asbnq and
others.” -

526. The ahrnpt temmatnon vef our eopy of the mond
by mutilation, prevents us from- giviag the parhcnl’m of his
interment ; but doubtless wé are Justtﬁed in aﬂopnng an-
" other verse from th’e R I*‘a.l.thiul Sentin =
#The stranger’s eye wept that !in’ life' bnghtatbloom,
_ One gifted so rarely should sink 40 the tomb;

_ For in ardor he led in the van of the haat,

And he fell like a soldier—he d1ed, at his post

527. This young man was one of three brothels all mrtlw
ministry of the same Church. The other two—ene older
and the other youg‘ger—st'ill' survive, an ornament to the
Genesee Conference, of which they are members,—sound and
loyal to every part of essential Methodism. '

- 528. Who snpplied the zest- of the year in Mmtmal we
know not. There was no change in the nwmbers ‘returned
-from those of the previous . year. The death .at his post of
~ this falthful seutmq, was a ﬁtnnﬂ sead to the nministerial

'l

o
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. warmings of a succession of evangelists in Monireal, whose
mission to that city was now pear its'close. There was bat
oRe more appomtment from the Genesee Gonfexgencg gfger
‘this, '.'

529, Of the Ottawa Olroult whmh lies to the porth-west-
_ ward of Montreal, we have nothing'to say by whioh to detain’
the reader in his rapid journey over the Lower Distriet. - Tts
last year’s incumbent, the Bev. ‘Ezra Adams is still there,
and, so far as we know to the contrary, s alone, but plod&mg
~on with his usaal prons ﬁdehby - He has no oonsrdemble
mqrease. :

530 Passing across the Glengarry conntry, f'rom Ottawa
to the d1§puted ground comprised in the Cornwall Circuit .
we find that the aughorities of the Genesee Conference have

employed an Englishman to checkmate the Missionaries' ftom
his own country, in the person of the compact, soldier-like
and enduring. James ‘G. Peal. He stood high in the esti-
mation of his Presiding Elder, ’ whom - he sometunes amused
in the use of ‘aspirates. ~ The' solemnity of the following
awful text:—“I am hath sent me unto you,” was somewhat _‘
abated by bemg read, ¢ ngh ham ? &e. Desplte this pecu-
liarity, it was found no improper ‘stroke of pohcy to send him
to this Circuit, On the advent of the Mlsswnarles, the
Canadian Societies ﬁrst declined, and then remamed sta-
tionary ; but this year (1819-20), under the labors of Peal,
the numbers ,advanced from 54 to 113—a nett gain of 59 ~
Further pantxculars we never learned._ :

~ 531. The- Augusta Clrcmt has the nnnsnal number of
three preacbevs, against two the preceding year. This was -
. to follow up the tide of - emlgratxon now beginning to flow
into the newly surveyed. townshlps of Elmsley, Montague,
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Marlboro’ , North Gower, Bathurst, Drnmmond, Beckwith, and
‘Goulborn, from the older settlements,—from the old country,
‘and from the ranks of the lately discharged soldier who had
served in the European and ‘American wars. Perth,
‘on the Tay, and Franktown; in the township of Beckwith, -
" were Government depots for supplies to facilitate the settle:
ment of these latter.. Kach of the three preachers have been
traced beyond the Rideau by the author. They were in
_addition to Mr. Jeffers, who was there the previous year, and
who was this year in charge, Messrs. Evarts and Flint. The
Rev. R. E. Tupper, then an observing child in his father’s
“house in Kitley, which was a resting-place in their northward
- journey, describes Mr. Jeffers as clerical in appearance, pre-
 cise about such things, with a mind to learn anything; Mr.
Evarts, as good -looking and gentlemanfy, bearing the name -
of an attractive ppreacher, well mounted on a fine black horse j
and Mr. Flint, as stocky in person, and bluff in speech——
more of an exhorter than preacher who, however, when
theroughly aroused, would greatly transcend what you would
" naturally expect of him. The second was an unmarried man,
and comparatively young. Flint married a gifted lady in
.the St. Lawrence Circuit, before he entered Canada. Although
much could riot yet be done in the newer settlements, in the
formation of societies, their gathering in for the year amounted
to 105—making the noble membership for-the Circuit of 855.

532 We took leave of ‘Malone and its Minister under ‘the

heading of the previous year, as we did not then observe that
they would cross our path again. As it is, we have no ill
- record to give. Mr. Northrup’s .labors resulted in the nett
gain of fifteem: - .

Wo.

533. St. Lawrence had as its last year's Supermtendent ,
‘qfﬁnothy uoodwm, of whom we ha.ve learned nothmg of his
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year’s labors, save that the’j had a gain of seventeen. Nor '

have we added much to our stock of information about him-
gelf personally, only that Mr. Tupper, who afterwards knew

- him,—as far as a boy could know an adult,—says, ¢ Timothy
’ Goodwm was & nice man.” And later aull, his oolleague, who

survives, says he was “kind.”
© 534. Of Mr. Thomas Demorest, Mr. Goodwm 8 colleagueg

" we have the following short accouut, based on a very brief

letter from himeelf. He was a native of Canada, “born‘' )

March 7th, 1798, and truly converted- in Lis fifteenth year, * '
- (1813,) and soon after taken into- Society by the Rev. Thos,
Whitehead, then laboring on the circuit which included De-

morestville.” He further states, ¢ In 1817 I was appointed -

- Leader by Elder Case, who soon after gave me license to
. preach.. About these days, I preached a little while for
- Egra Adams.” . (Mr. Adams was then somewhat indisposed,

and needed. ass:stance) “In" 1817-18, I travelled some
months on the Augusta Circuit, under Bro. Puffer.” (Mr.

. Puffer was the only Conference- appointee- to the Circuit that-
year, and the Presiding Elder had to supply the deficiency as
he might.) “And in 1819 I was sent to the St. Lawrence
Circuit, under Timothy Goodwm, by the authonty of the
~.4Genesee Conference.” -

§35. This was the commencement of the publm career of
one who was considered, in his day, by many, as-one of the

more advanced preachers of the connexion. One who, first
. :and last, labored long in the field, and who will often cross ? .
our. path in the course of our lnstonc Jonrney. He stxll

SU.I'VIVGS.

536. The Bay of Qumte Clreuxt w’hxch the reader mns!

' always remember included the town of Kingston, has its two
~ able mxmsters of last year—Pnﬁ'er and leaon. The un~
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answerable doetrinal sermons of the one, and the able, exposi-
-fory, and experimental preaching of the other, seem, how-
. wver, ot to have been sufficient to counteract the couse-
guences of the rivalry within their borders; for they had to
#cport a nott Joss at the-close of the year of 38 from the: roll
~ of their membership. Their British- neighbours had a clear_
gain of 50 within that ime. It is fair to conclude that the

Joss of the one, to some extent at leaat, went to swell the
_ geins of the other. '

*587.. Ve have no partmulars of the events wluch bafel'
~ these brethren, save the one sad visitation of Proudence
‘which' characterized the year 1819, and which cast a gloom
" ever that region for a long time.® The traditioné ‘of this
*event have been transferred to the page of. history by Mr.
Playter, which we take the liberty of adoptmg in our pages.

b38. “ Aboutfive weeks after the .Qonfe_renca, and when
the preachers from Canada had returned' and had entered
on their wark, a sad event qccurred on the Bay of Qumte Cir.'
cuit. ~ Although forty - years ago, the relation is even now
sometimes acconipanied with sighs and tears. The preachers, .
Isaac Puffer and James Wilson, who were appointed to the -
Circuit, resolved on a special quarterly meeting at the
Adolphustown -Chapel, on. Sunday, August 20th. The meet-
© ing was looked forward to with much interest. The work
of God was still prospering on the Circuit. The morning
was fine, and the sky with scarcely a cloud, While the pious.

E " members were coming to the chapel f'rom Ernesttown, Fred-

B ricksburgh, and the southern parts of Adolpbustown. the

" members and their families in the northern part and slong
the Napanee river were also on thel,r way. Adolpbuetown
and more than half. of - Fredicksburgh are cut' in two parts
by a narrow bay, éalled “Hay Bay,” running in from the
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Bay of Quinte waters, The lind around the shore was early
settled, and the bay is now surrounded by good farm-houses.
and fertile farms. On the south shore is the chapel ; 'and tc
get there, all from the north-shore must cross the bay, Some )
had already . crossed this morning, and others were abomt
venturinig out in boats and cances. Among the rest, a come
pany ef eighteen young persons, most of them pions, and the
fruit of the late revival, and belonging to the families living
on the shore. They were all dressed in good and modest
apparel, as befitted the day and the house and worship of
- God.  Buoyant with the cheerfulness of youth and the

emotions of piety, they sang as they stepped into the ‘boat

and as t;liéy.amade‘ progress to the other shore. The boat
~ being rather leaky, and so many pressing it too near the /

. water’s edge, the water came in and increased fast, and they

- had no vessel to bail with, Unhappily, the young ‘men did

- mot think of bailing with their clean hats, or did not like to
do so, till it was too lute. The. boat filled and sank, when
near the other shore, and these eighteen young . men and
- women went down in the deep water. At the time of cross-
ing, there was a Pprayer-meeting begun in the chapel by those
. Who came first. " One was now engaged in prayer, and had
 Just uttered the petition that it might be ¢4 day long to be
remembered,’ .When a shriek was “heard—another—angd
another! The prayer was stopped, and some fan_up to the
pulpit to look out, aud saW the youths struggling in the water,”

- Allran-to the shore—some" plunged in to[i’ehder" assistance.’

Eight viere taken to the shore, * Ten bodies were yet in the
watet, A seine was prepared, and 30 the bodies of these
_ 'unhaﬁpy.;youths, a_few hours before 8o blithe and cheerful,
* Were brought dripping to the land. One was not recovered
 till the next morning. Two young men were drowned and
tight young women. Two were “of -the Grerman family/; two -
|

o
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Detlors, one Bogart, one Roblin, one McCoy, one Clarke,
one Madden, and one Cole. The grief of the families so sud-
denly bereaved—gathered together on the shore, gazing on
the dead bodies—may be better imagined than described.
The grief, too, was partaken of by the large congregation as-
sembled, and by the Minister. No public worship was
attended to. ’ _

639. “Monday was a day of mourning. News of the
“disaster soon spread afar, and a great congregation was as-
sembled. Nine coffins were laid iu order outside the chapel.

- One of the corpse was buried in another grave-yard. Mr.
Puffer took for his text Job xix. 25-27, *I know that my
Redeemer liveth,’ &e. He stood at the door, and tried to
preach to those within and without ; but was so affected "_with' ‘
the catastrophe, the weeping congregation, and the coffinied
dead before him, that he confessed he could not do justice to
the subject on the oceasion. But he offered consolation to the
stricken families mourning. _Next, the coffins of the youthful
dead were opened, that the friends and the neighbours and
young acquaintenances might take a last look and farewell.
Six of the graves were in rotation, and the coffius were
placed in the same manner. The others were near departed
friends in other parts of the ground. After the reading of
the burial service, the graves, one after another, received the
. dead, and then were closed up again until the day when ¢the

trumpet shall sonnd, and the dead shall be raised incorrupt-
ible ”

540. A rural bard,—Andrew, I think, the son of Augnstus
Short, the somewhat famous local preacher,—embodied the
sad catastrophe in some verses, which the writer remembers:
interested him when he was young and not very critical ; and
which, ‘whatever their poetic demerits, certainly were not
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wanting in tenderness. One single line, lingering in his
memory, preserves the names of the two young men who
found their death benmeath the waves of ‘Hay Bay,’ along
with the eight fair dauchters of Csnada. Those fine boys
were John German and Peter Bogatt. German’s sistet Jane
was engulphed along with her fond brother.

., 541, The Hallowell Cirodit, on the opposite side of the
~ Bay of Quinte, although it has no rivalry within its bounda- |
ries, and its preachers are two of the ablest within the eon- . = -
nexion, has &lso & large decrease the pressnt year, But this )
arises from all its Western members, beyond the « Oatrying-
Place,” reverting to the old Smith’s Creek Circuit, which |
- was re-constructed at the last Conference, and which at the .
end of thiis returned a memborship of 203.

542, The two able preachers we réferred to were the ex-
perienced Madden and a youthful stranger. When Mr. Case
“was asked by his friend Reynolds, in Belleville, * who is
Brother Madden’s colleague on the Hallowell Circuit 7" he
responded, “ A beardless boy.” But a boy he was, whom he
had once seen before, and of whom he was both prond and
fond. - i

543. Of this boy he thus speaks, years after, when a' mys-
 terious Providence had suddenly tore him from the affeo-
tionate grasp of his friends and brethren, in the midst of his
% daya:—“ When I first saw him at the foot of Seneca Lake,
he was a youth of about fourteen,—tall, straight, ruddy,—
with a countenance cheerful and pleasing. It was a season
of prayer, .inywhich} a few pious néigh‘borj werb.ass‘embled for
8 week evening service; I noticed the atdent spirit in Which.
- the lovely youth oﬂ'ered his . devotions, as also the modest,
affectionate manner of his taking leave of the company; and
M2
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I set him down in my mmd as a youth of much promise to
the Church.”

544. Of him Mr. Case fnrther adds :— Being on my way
~ to Canada, I saw him no more for several years, when I met
him at the Bay of Quinte. He had been admitted into the
itinerant connexion by the Genesee Conference, and appointed
to Canada. In those days young men sought not stations for
themselves, but gave their own selves to the Lord and to the
Church hy the will of God.”

545. When this youth arrived in Hallowell vﬂlage, lns
" appearance was 80 very juvenile, that an old Methodlst gazed
at him with surprise, and the youth observed his gaze. ~ After-
wards they became well acquainted, and exceedingly fond of
each other. Thesetwo opposites came together like a nega-
tive and positive: the aged man found his counterpart in the
lovely boy, and that boy the paternity his youthful nature
demanded in the venerable father. Then the young man
_ventured to ask: Father Johnson, what did you think
while you looked 8o hard at me when we first met?” .« Why,
I thought that timber to make Methodist preachers of, over
in the States, must be beginning to be. pretty scarce!” He
- afterwards thought this piece of timber would answer.

546. Some will already surmise that we are writing of
Vranklin Metcalf,—a name dear to. Canadian Methodism, and
Y all in Canada who knew him. Seven years afterwards
“he writer saw him for the first time, when his yout/ful had
matured into manly beauty. He was a little less than six
" feet in height, straight, symmetrical, lithe, and graceful. His
weight would be about 160 Ibs. .If you want an idea of the
contour of his countenance, look at the portrait of the late
Rev. Dr. Wilbur Fisk, - Imagine that face clothed with the
glow of health,—¢« the native'white end red,”—in their most
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true and lovely proportions; and a still higher and broader
head and forehead, surmounted with an abundant eovenng of
brown hair, inclining to auburn, which he wore in a mauner
similar to Dr. Fisk; and the whole countenance lighted-up
with a genial smile ———and a pair of large, sparkling, dark eyes,
—and you bave some idea of the young preacher’s looks, to
whom the ladies flocked in-troops—not so much to hear, as to
“gee.” So they phrased it themselves. .- '

547. But this beautiful person was not vain, or flifty, o~
imprudent ; but pure as the virgin snow, prudent, and devout
to a degree—going alone, and pouring out his soul to God by
the hour. We shall take occasion, farther on, to give our
estimate of his talents as a preacher, when you might suppose
those talents were matured, if indeed they were not from the
_ first, which we strongly incline to think-—like Bunting’s—
they were. His appearance, manners, and preachmg soon
began to attract attention; and the first time he came to
preach at Missassauga Point, opposite Belleville,—then re-
joicing in a large Society, with Father Snider at its head.”
Mr. Case, with, several other preachers of some years’ stand-
ing, from across the Bay, met him at the school-house. He
naturally thought that some of them would preach for him,
and intreated they would; but they had come to hear him,
and refused. This grieved and intimidated him at first, but
his faith and fervor soon rose above every impediment, and
he preached with uncommon power and pathos—preached
till he fell on his knees, like the people, bathed in tears. The
intelligent witness of this scene, who mformed the writer,
said : “ It was well they refused to preacb for mot one of
them could have preached suck a sermon.”

548. We are indebted to the Rev.D. C. McDowell (Mr.
Metealf ’s son-in-law) for the following particulars of his early
life, from which we Itave detained the reader too long:
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549, “The late Rev. Franklin Metealf was born June 6th, -

1798, at Worcester, Mass., and moved with his parents;. when

nine years of age, to Seneca Falls, New York State. His -

father was an officer in the army during the revolutionary
war. The parents belonged to the Baptist Church. The
death of his father and a beloved sister, before he.was twelve
years old, made a deep religious impression on his mind.
which never1éft him.' ‘When about fourteen, a revival of

réligidn took place among the Methodists in his vicinity' .

His mother wus opposed to the family attending; and learn-

ing that an elder brether was among the penitents, sent .

Fraoklin to bring him home: but he also remained to pray.
.After sey,eral nights’ earmest seeking for salvation, he obtained
guch a bright evidence of his acceptance with God, that he
often said he never doubted his conversion. _
550. « His mother wished him to join the Baptist Church,

but finally told him to unite with the Church in which he -
thought he would have the most assistance in the service of

'God. She wished him to be baptized by imuersion. The
struggle between a desire to p]e‘aée his m?her—”of whom he
always spoke with great veneration—and Ais own conscience,
prevented his being baptized at all till after he had entered’
the ministry: it was then done by pouring.” His early
study of the vexed baptismal controversey resulted in his be-

R coming one of the most thorough-going Peedo-Baptists the
writer ever knew, and one of the ablest exponents of their v

‘prineiples, - : ’

551. Mr. McDowell resumes :—¢On leaving school, he
chose the profession of medicine, and was articled to a phy-
sician, who was an Elder in the Presbyterian Church—a
person whom he much respected. With this Dr. B. he com-
pleted the study of anatomy.” In this he must have been

~
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very thorough, for in this very Hallowell Cirouit he preached
& sermon which led him to illustrate religious truth by refep

~ ence to the structure of the human body, which was listened!
to by the leading physician at the now village of Picton, who
- pronounced Mr. Metcalf to have the moat thorough knowledgo
of anatomy of any man in the country.
. 552. « During his medical studies, his convictions were
" that he was not in his proper sphere; but such was his agree-
‘ment with the Doctor that he dared not to mention his views -

on the subject to him. A friend induced him to allow the °
matter to be broached.”> (I think he told me this was done
by the Presuhng Elder of the District.) «Dr. B. kindly
released him from his engagement. He was then in his
- eighteenth or nineteenth year.”

- 653. If Mr. McD. is correct about the early termmat:on of
his medical studies, he must have spent a couple of years in

4 local sphere, and in preparatory study, before going out into -

the itinerant field. Hallowell was his first appointment, in
-1819. 'The distance between that and 1798—the year of his
birth—would make him twenty-one when he came to Canada.

554. The Belleville Circuit, at the beginning of the year

of which we write, was supplied by the young preacher who
~ had travelled the Hallowell Circuit the year before, but who
“had failed to go on to the Conference for reception and ordi-
‘pation.  He had made his debuz on his new Circuit in a
manner to excite the expectations of the