Igr.

ent

ger,

oe
ger.

10le
Ves,

i o
ing

:ME
1ces

Any
From
Gates
S:. :.';:h

sy to
v klet,
, Limited

Montreal

lpgg 218

Ssional
Penance.

8. T, %,
l
CANADA

1to.

esident
Pres.
AM

Mgr.

Fien.
)
CATHOLIO
ssting life
n, written
Orders

), postage
G,

astars

ult, Chiet
te Court,
selin, Re-
1’s Court,
ed Organ-
ction, and
e interest
Recording
hink they
Provinecial
os will be
is made to
o the Pro-

NNOLLY,
rEW, ONT.

——

pages
in regard
type, and

FFICE,
A,

The Catholic Record

« Christlanus mihl nomen est Catholicus varoc Cognomen "—(Christlan Is my Name but Catholic my Surname.)—St. Paclan, 4th Century.

VOLUME XXIX.

LONDON, ONTARIO SATURDAY, MARCH 23 1907 1483
Ebt aatbo[ic nttﬂtb ::::nhlnnl t:::dde;:;:"olb::ll;e Wct: ::;?g CAED;D;;{.LS %IFBX'}.OEI; DAOI¥,! THE :lﬁlzl":):c: :hvl(ly‘ilceh?r :;o(l’fenax::. l:: ntbheu: THE FR!N(&SITUATION. CATRUI-J_C. NOTES,

LONDON, SATURDAY, MAR. 23, 1907,

« 1 HAVE LOVED THEE WITH
AN EVERLASTING LOVE.”

These words, 8o often quoted and so
1ittle understood, may well give us an
insight into the love of God for man-
kind. From all eternity they were mur-
wured by God : on earth they were heard
on the Annunciation Day, when at the
answer of the Blessed Virgin the Holy
Ghost framed within her of her best
peart’s blood a perfect body and joined
to it a perfect soul and the Eternal
Word came down from heaven and made
it all His own. The Son of God became
man to sweep away the barrier which
stood hetween earth and heaven. He,
a vietim of justice and mercy, bore our
sins in His body upon the tree and on
Him the Lord laid the iniquities of
as all.

Coming into the world Christ pro
olaimed ¢ for this I am come that I may
do Thy will, O Father.” And the
Father’s will was that He should suffer
for the sins of mankind, This was His
mission and from the beginning to the
end of His mortal career every word
snd every action were devoted to its
sccomplishment.

We see Him, the Meek One, walking
among men and doing good. We hear
Him teaching a sin-ridden world doc-
taines of which its wisest philosophers
had never dreamed and raising it by
His moral precepts to a higher plane
of purity and perfection. He is all
patience. Though the Pharisees try
40 ensnare Him in His speech and term
Him s wine-bibber and One possessed
of the devil, His forbearance knows no
He loathes the pret , the
shams, the hypocrisy of the Jewish
princes ; but to the sinner—the man
lured away by passion, to the woman,
» Magdalen enslaved to sensuality—He
stretches forth the hand of charity and
pardon.

The years of labor snd preaching
would seem enough to satisfy the world
of the love of its Creator. For the
world indeed it might be sufficient, but
in the prodigality of His love God did
not fear to lavish all favors upon us.
On Holy Thursday we see Him chang-
ing ‘bread and wine into His body and
blood. This is yet mot emough. He
will give His life — the supreme argu-
ment—to prove how His Father loves
the sons of men.
|| After the Last Supper He wends His
way to the garden to nerve Himself for
the scenes in which He must be the
principal actor. The horrors of the
Crucifixion are already before Him.
When & Babe at Bethlehem, a Boy at
Nazareth, and when in manhood’s prime
He taunght His dootrine they were
never absent from His mind, but on this
night they stand out in bolder relief.
He turns to John and James and Peter,
who accompany Him, and beseeches
them to be ready to sympathise with
Him in this hour of sorrow. *‘‘My Soul
is exceeding sorrowful ; tarry ye here
and watch with Me.'’ Then, going about
a stone's cast from them, the Lord
Jesus koelt down and prayed. As He
kneols amid the olive trees in the
solemn stillness of the night, He sees
aud feels in spirit all the anguish He is
to suffer on the morrow. He feels the
¢ords on His hands, the spittle on His
face, and the orown of thorns, and the
mantle of ‘derision, and in His ears is
ringing the yell of triumphant
hatred : Crucify Him ! Oguoify Him !
Bat the cause of His sorrow lies far
deeper than any dread of pain and ig-
nominy. He beholds in fearful array
sll the sins that ever disfigured the
souls of men. The history of the
world is before Him.

Writes Oardinal Newman :

“1t is a long history and God alone
tn bear the load of it. Hopes
blighted, vows broken, lights quenched,
warnings scorned, opportunities lost :
the innocent betrayed, the young
bardened, the penitent relapsing,

jost overcome, the aged failing;
the sophistry of misbelief, the wilfal,
Begs of passion, the obduracy of pride,
the tyranny of habit, the canker of re-
morge, the wasting fever of care, the
Auguish of shame, the pining of disap-
Pointment, the sickness of despair:
such cruel, such pitiable spectacles—
they are upon Him and in Him.”

Ho turns His eyes to heaven and we
bear that ory wrung from the anguished
heart: ¢ Father, it Thou wilt, remove
this chalice : nevertheless not My will,
bat Thine be done.”’

Ohrist rises from the ground with
Pesignation to His Father’s will, and
Wih renewed strength to meet His
foss. The garden fills up with & band
of infariated ruffains led on by Judas,
“ho sells His Master and thinks the
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afford to imitate him in his despair of
God's lorgiveness and mercy. Christ
knows the diabolical design of the
apostate, but, yearning to save him, He
says with ineflable eweetness: ‘‘Friend,
whereto art thou come ? Betrayest
thou the Son of Man with a kiss.’
These words touch not the cold heart
of the perfidious disciple. He gives
the signal, and the raging crowd rushes
in upon the Lamb of God and drags
Him on to the city. A few days ago
they saluted Him as King and cried out
in admiration as they thronged the
streets: ¢ Hosanna to the Son of
David!"” But the popular approval is
fickle, and to-night the cry of triumph
gives place to the yell of derision.

When He answers Annas as to His
life and doctrine, one of the servants
flings himself forward, and strikes Jesus
on the mouth. How well the atrocity
of this act comes home to us! But
have we not, hcwsver, struck God more
cruelly than that Jewish servant?
Yes, more cruelly, for we know Him.
He is with us daily, and how many
times have we not lifted up a sacrileg-
ious hand in mortal sin and struck Him,
not once but a thousand times.

Christ goes from Caiphas with their
false witnesses trying in vain to en-
tangle Him in a mist of lies and cal-
umnies, to Pilate—weak, vacillating
Pilate—who washed his hands, as his
descendants endeavor to do, of the
Lord’s blood. He, man of the world,
with an eye on Rome and his future,
will not stem the tide of hatred. Bat
he tries to do 80, in half-hearted fashion.
It was the custom of the Jewish nation
on the day of their paschal solemnity to
have set at liberty one criminal for
whom the people should petition.
Knowing this, Pilate proposes to their
choice Christ—and Barrabas, a notorious
robber and murderer. But hear the
iafariated Jews : *‘ Not this man, but
Barabbas.’”’ ‘° What evil hath He
done ?'' asks Pilate ; and for answer
they cry out with one accord : ¢ Cru-
city Him ! ¢ Shall I ecrucify your
King ?"" asks Pilate. ‘‘ Away with
Him ! We have no King but Cgesar,’
is the answer. How we loathe this
horrible injustice—the cowardice and
injustice of Pilate ! But think ! Do we
not betimes cry out that we have
no King but liquor, but lust, bat re-
venge. Do we not sell the Lord for
less than thirty pieces of silver—for
the passion of a moment—and drag Him
through the mire of a polluted soul.

At last Calvary is reached. Through
the Hands that fashioned the world are
driven the nails, tearing bone and
sinew. Slowly the cross is raised.
Around it are His enemies ; ncar by
His own pure Mother, a gift of mercy
to us, The hours pass — the end is
not far off. His Blood is afire with the
pain. The thorns are sticking like
spikes of flame through the skull.
Dark loneliness weighs upon Him, for
we hear that bitter cry : * My God,
my God, why hast Thou abandoned
Me |” Then the blood-stained face of
Christ turns once more towards His
persecutors, and they hear the words :
It is finished.” OChristisdead. Divine
Justice is satisfied—and the world is
saved. He can rest now. In His
desire to save us the Father smote His

PRESS.

COUNSEL FOR READERS.

Cardinal Gibbons delivered a force-
ful and opportune sermon at the Balti-
more Cathedral last Sunday on a sub-
ject which is becoming every day of
greater importance. At a time when
books were never so numerous Or so
accessible, when the public is fairly
stormed with newspapers from early
morning until late at night, the Car-
dinal took the opportunity to preach
on the necessity of discrimination in
the choice of reading. His words
carry weight—it is doubtful if any
man in America can cornmand a more
respectful audience—and at least a few
paragraphs from his discourse found
their way into nearly every newspaper
in the country—even into those, oddly
enough, which most flagrantly offsnd in
the ways which he denounced.

The Cardinal began his sermon by
pointing out the benefit of familiarity
with the best of all books, the Holy
Seriptures.

¢ The timely remembrance of an ap-
propriats sentence of Holy Writ,"”
he said, *‘ is a tower of strength in the
hour of temptation and despondency.
But we cannot conjure up these pious
phrases unless we are familiar with
the sacred text, and it is only by
habitual perasal of the Word of God
that we can familia-iz»ourselves with it.

DEFENCE AGAINST TEMPTATION.

‘“ When the demon of swelling pride
and vain glory assails you les your
battle cry be the words of the royal
prophet : ‘Not to us, O Lord, not to us,
but to Thy name give glory.’

“ When the spirit of avarice haunts
you let your antidote be the words of
our Lord: ‘ What doth it profit a man
if he gain the whole world and lose his
own sounl?’

** When the demon of unhallowed de-
sires endeavors to defile your soul, de-
voutly recall the words of Christ:
¢ Blessed are the clean of heart, for
they shall see God." Or the words of
the patriarch Joseph: * How can I sin
in the presence of my God ?’

“When tempted with impatience on
account, of the loss of health or rela-
tives, say with Job: * The Lord gave,
the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be
the name of the Lord.’

‘ The Holy Scripture is not only
your weapon in time of war, but also
your companion in time of peace. Con-
ference with God in the Sacred Volume
diffuses around you a heavenly and de-
licious fragrance.

LEADS AMID MEMORABLE SCENES,

¢ With the Holy Scripture as your
companion it will lead you into the
most sacred and memorable scenes
ever presented to the gaze of men. It
will take you to Mount Sinai, where
you can contemplate Jehovah giving
His law to Moses. It will enable you
to follow the children of Israel in their
devious wanderings through the desert
till the Promised Laud is reached. It
will accompany you to the mountains
of Jadea, where you can listen to the
prophets denouncing the iniquities of
the Hebrew people.
¢ With the multitude you can sit on
the grass and hear our Lord preaching
His Sermon on the Mount. You can
reverently stand beside Him while He
is conversing with the Samaritan woman
at the well of Jabob. You can listen
to Him while He is preaching His last
discourse to His disciples.
¢ This companion will transport you
to Athens, where you can hearken to
Paul condemning the idolatry of that
refined but superstitious people. You
can behold in imagination those sacred
personages recorded in Scripture and
listen to the very words that fell from
their lips.

MOST FEARLESS PREACHER.
¢ The Word of God is the most fear-
less preacher you oan listen to. Your
most intimate friend will hesitate to
remind you of your faults from a sense
of delicacy and from a fear of being
considered overcensorions. Kven the
ministers of God, though they are com-

Son, the image of His subst: and
the splendor of His glory. One tear,
one sigh would have been more than
sufcient for the redemption of a million
worlds; but to show us the earnestness of
His love, the Father made His Son
drink the cup of suffering to the dregs.
And how bravely the Son seconded the
Father's design! When in the garden
the army of evil fell like infernal spirits
upon Him He paid the debt for our
own evil thoughts, When in humility
He stood before Pilate and the rabble
that clamored for His blood, He atoned
for our pride and vanity. And when
the scourge tore His shoulders and
gashed His holy body, He paid our debt
for our impurities.
Lot us so study the lesson of the cruci-
fix during life as to be able to say when
we put it to our lips at the hour of
death : * Father, into Thy hands I com-
mend my Spirit. "’
———

The Unpardonable Sin.
Father Price in the Pitteburg Observer.
¢ What is the sin against the Holy
Ghost which will not be forgiven in this
world or in the next ?'’ Idem.
There is no specific sin known as the
sin against the Holy Ghost. Theo-
logianshold that it means apersevering
obstinacy to held to the Iast
breath. When a man oonstantly and
all through lite repels the inspirations
of grace which come from t! Holy

Wice high and oommits a orime un.

ded by the Holy Ghost ‘to preach
sbs Word, to reprove, entreat and re-
puke with authority,” are cautious not
to lay bare the diseases of the soul in
their nmaked deformity from a dread of
suggesting avil thoughts to the. inno-
ocent or of giving personal offense to
the guilty or of shooking the sensibill-
ties of the hearers generally.

¢ Bat the Inspired Volume is never
ashamed to tell us the plain, unvarnish-
ed truth, for people can never suspect
its anthors of being personal.

OONVERSION OF AUGUSTINE.

“ It was the reading of a passage in
one of St. Paul's epistles that gave an
Augustine to the Church. Seduced in
his youth from the religion of his pious
mother Monica into the Manichean
heresy, Augustine became not only
shipwrecked in faith, but also dissolute
in morals. One day while in company
with his friends, Alipins and Ponti-
tianus, the latter related the extra-
ordinary life and sanctity of St. An.
thony. Augustine listens with marked
attention fo the narrative of his friend
and then replies with emotion: ‘These
ignorant men take the Kingdom of
Heaven by violence, and we with all
our learning remain wallowing in the
mire of sin.’

“Retiring afterward into the garden,
he sits under a Ag tree and gives vent
to tears. He Is struggling between
virtue and vice. While God gently
oalls him upward to Himself his pas-
sions strive to chain him to the earth.
While virtue and vice are struggling
for the supremacy Augustine hears the
TRolle, Jege, olle, legs’ (‘ake up aad

olle, lege, tolle, e up
read, take uauul r-d.l.";

¢ Ho instantly rises, and knowing

ing the house, he finds the Kpistles of
8t. Paul opan and his eye falls on these
words, e0 well adapted to his condi-
tion : ** Not in roveling and drunken-
ness, not in chambering and impurities,
not in contention and envy, but put ye
on the Lord Jesus Christ and make not
provision for the flesh in its concupis-
cences.” He read no more. From
that moment dates his conversion to
God.

GOOD AND BAD NEWSPAPERS,
¢ T shall conclude by making a few
prastical suggestions :
“ First—Rigidly exclude frow your
household all books and pamphlets
which are hostile to religion and good
morals. Never admit into your homes
any newspaper or periodical which
ventilates obsecene news and licentious
scandals,
“ There is one kini of literature in
which we all indulge and of which we
partak ) as regalariy and with as wuch
relish as our daily bread, without
which life would be dull and tedious
—a literature which has become a
necessity of our being. I rafer to the
daily newspaper. Now there are good
and bal journals, as there are clean
and unclean animals,
“ No kind of literature works more
mischief in a commnnity than salacious
journals. They contain not only news
matter, but also advertisements of a
most objectionable character.
“They have sensational news items
which area snare and a stumbling block
to the innocent and unwary. Many
youths of both sexes have learned from
this impure fountain their first lessons
in the dark mysteries of human deprav-
{ty. Oh, how easy it is to taint the
pure fount of youth, and who shall
blanch the sullied snow of innocence ?
Advertisements which paint in glowing
colors the attractive features of danger-
ous haunts of amusement, advertise-
ments of patent medicines and other
drugs whose object is to defeat the in
exorable laws of nature and of nature’s
God—what a terrible responsibility
those publishers assume who admit into
their paper such insidious poison! For
every soul perverted they have a strict
account to render to God and to society.

PUBLISHER REFUSED $10,000.
¢ As an offset to these depraved
journals I have known the proprietor ot
an upright paper of this state who re-
fused an offer of $10,000 rather than
admit into the columns of his paper an
advertisement suggestive of immodesty,
though its indecency was thinly veiled
by ambiguous phraseology. Would to
God that all newspaper owners had
emulated this noble example.
¢ You would not permit a vial of
poison to remain on your mantlepieca
lest it might inadvertently fall into
the hands of some members of your
household. And will you allow to lie
on your table an unclean journal which
would instill poison of sin into the
soul ?
““The Lacedemonians commanded
the poems of Archilochus to be ban-
ished from their city because, while
his writings were boautiful and attrac-
tive in point of style, they were im-
moral in their character and tended to
corrupt the/minds of youth., What an
example do these ancient pagans set to
degenerate modern Chr'stians who
greedily devour a literatare which
undermines faith and morals and which
has not even the merit of an agreeable
and elevated style !

AVOID DANGEROUS BOOKS,

It is related in the Acts of the Apos-
tles that many of those whom 8t. Paul
bad converted at Ephesus possessed
dangerous books treating of magic and
other superstitions. These books they
voluntarily collected together and
burned, and their value was estimated
at fifty thousand pleces of silver.

“My brethren, these books were nob
as hurtful as those which attack your
faith. And if those early Christians
destroyed their superstitious works re-
gardless of their price, how can we re-
tain in our possession books that utter
the most blasphemous calumnies against
the Christian religion ?

“Second—The same motives which
you have to eliminate dangerous pub-
lications should prompt you to exercise
your zeal in the diffusion of sound lit-
erature, particularily such as is ex-
planatory of Christian doctrine. Cir-
culate good books among your neigh:
bors and you will be co-operating with
the clergy inithe propagation of the
religion of Christ. Youm will share in
the reward promised by our Lord-in
these words: ‘They that instruct
others unto justice will shine like stars
for all eternity.’

“Third—Resolve during this holy
season of Lent to set aside a certain
time each day or night which you will
devote to the reading of a religious
book. Selest for spiritnal reading such
venerable treatises of piety as have by
their exceptional merit survived the
wreck of time and have met the com.
mendation of succeeding generations.

“‘But, above all other books, choose
the Sacred Scripture. There is a spe-
cial grace attached to the reading of
the Inspired Volume.
to your soul a solid, sturdy, rational
and healthy piety.

inspiration.
tion and reverenoe.

it not so much with the desire of in
formation as of edification.

Ghost he is sald to_have committed the
anpardonable sin. {

that these were not the usual expres-

It will impart

It is the inexhaust-
ible fountain from which the fathers
and doctors of the chaurch, Christian
orators and writers, have drawn their

“Read the Sacred text with atten-
Read it not 'in the
oaptious spirit of & critic, but with the
humility ofa disciple of Christ. Read

Read it
with the same spiritual joy and hunger
with which she exiled children of Israel
listened in Babylon to the law when it
was read to them by the prophet

A press cablegram from Paris says
a majority of the members of the
French Episcopate held a private
meeting on March 6 in the Catholic
Institute. No results of their deliber-
ations have been made public, but it is
understood that they confirmed the de-
cision to maintain the status quo in
the matter of the churches.

At Nantes, on March 6, a police
court judge inflicted fines of $3.20
upon each of twenty seven Ursuline
nuns and a fine of $5 upon the Mother
Superior for persistently refusing to
quit their convent in compliance with
the law dispersing religions commun
ities, The defendents pleaded that
both the grounds and the buildings
themselves belong to the order, which
has baen authorized to carry on educa-
tional work. The prosecution, while
not contesting this arguament, insisted
upon obedienee to the Act of Congre-
gations, and at tho same time gave
warning that fuarther refusal by the
nuns to leave the buildings wounld be
followed by ejection. Daring the trial
the court-room had to be cleared, bo-
cause of the demonstrations of a crowd
of Catholic sympathizers who at the
conclusion of the hearing accompanied
the nuns back to their convent with
cheers.

Abbe Jounin, of the Church of St.
Augustin, Paris, is to be tried on
March 14 by the Correctional Tribunal
on a charge of ** distributing a writing
calenlated to incite rebellion and eivil
war."”’

The matter of the violation of the
Papal nunciature in Paris by the
French Government is said to be in
the hands of Austria.

The audience granted on March 4
by the King of Italy to Bonomelli, of
Cremona, is regarded as significant
of the altered times and of how the
estrangement with France is gradually
drawing the Vatican nearer to ltaly,
which has  practically succeeded
France as the protector of Catholic
religious institutions in the Kast.
Heretofore ;the Italian Bishops when
in Rome refrained from intercourse
with the Government, much more with
members of the royal,family.

A DIVORCE THAT IS FATAL.

The religious fakirs, who have pros:
pered so much during the last few
days in this country have at last fallen
upon evil days. ‘‘Dowieism’’ is dead,
and its quondam ‘‘prophet’’ is regarded
as a hopeless lunatic. Zion City has
passed from his control and is now
conducted as a purely business enter-
prise.

Now it is the turn of ¢ Eddyism’ to
take the road to dissolution through
the courts. The foundress of the cult
made millions out of it. Her deluded
followers poured their treasures into
her lap and asked no questions. Now
comes her son to ask the courts to
protect him, as her heir, from the
greed of the coterie that surrounds
her in her dotage. He alleges that
these friends of Mrs. Eddy are trying
to get her fortune away from her.
Perhaps they are, but if so, they are
only following out the teaching of the
once shrewd business woman who
founded a religion as a means to amass
great wealth, She made ‘‘Christian
Science'’ pay, then why should not
they get a share of the spoils ?

It is stated that the present suit is
bronght to protect the property of the
foundress of the ‘‘Christian Science
Church’’ and not to injure the organiz
ation itself. That would be all very
well if the organization did not essen-
tially depend upon the opportunities it
offered in & busivess way. Like
“Dowieism’’ the so-called Christian
Science is purely a matter of business
for those at the head of the cult.

The principle upon which it is based
is that it is & *‘good business’’ "or those
in control.

will soon die of itself.

cannot be far off. —True Voice.
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and the demand for more.
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him in the contessional.

famous decision afterwards became

Baruch.”

Freeman's Journal.

When the ** business '’ is
divorced from the oreed, the latter
It ©as the
divorce that killed ‘‘Dowieism’’ and it
will kill Eddyism in a few years it the
separation is enforced. When the
leaders of Eddyism fall to quarreling
over the spoils the day of dissolution

THE CATHOLIC CONFESSIONAL.

The Rev. Albert McKeon, 8. J. L.,
of St. Colamban, Ontario, Canada, has
just issued a second edition of his ex-
cellent tract on ‘‘ The Catholic Con-
fessional and the Sacrament of Pen-
This second edition was made
necessary by the quick sale of the first

We can say of this enlarged and
illustrated edition what we said of the
first ; it is a clear statement of the
Catholic doctrine on confession, and
the Sacrament of Penance, supporbed | it.
by many texts from the Old and New
Testaments carefully arranged and
Catholics are often
asked by their Protestant neighbors who
are sincerely seeking information con-
cerning the very things that are clearly
explained in Father McKeon's little
It was for that reason we said
it was just the booklet for the Oatholic
to get and lend to his inquiring Pro-
We notice a typo-
Father
Kolmaliar should be Father Kohlmann,
who was arrested in New York City in
1813 and tried for contempt of court in
refusing to reveal what had been told
He was tried
by a court composed of De Witt Clin-
ton, then Mayor of New York, the Re-
corder and Aldermen. He was acquitt-
ed, and the principle embodied in this

law of the State of New York.—N. Y.

It is persistently reported that Arche
bishop Bourne of Westminster will be
made a Cardinal at the March consis-
tory.

A dispateh from Rome states that by
order of the Holy Father, His Kmin-
ence, the Cardinal Viear, has issued a
decreo ordering the first steps in the
work of eanonizing Pope Pius IX,

Right Rev. Mgr. Patrick F. Me-
Sweeny, D. D., rector of St. Brigid’s
Church, New York, and one of the old~
est and most prominent priests of that
archdiocese, died on Sunday evening,
February 24, at his rectory.

Miss Alice Laurent, daughter of the
chiof of the Abenaquni Indians, at
Pierreville, Canada, took the veil In
Ottawa recently, She is the first
Abenaqui Indian to become a nun,

The Rev. Hanry Grey Graham, form-
erly a Church of Scotland minister at
Avondale, Strathaven, who some years
ago joined the Catholic Churech and
went to Rome to study for the priest-
hood, has been ordained priest at the
Scots College, Rome. -

The complete writings of Bishop Eng-
land of Charleston are about to be re-
published in a set of seven volumes,
by the Arthur H. Clark Company ol
Cleveland, to whom the Buffala Catho-
lic Pablishing Company turned over
the work.

Archbishop Ryan of Philadelphia
rounded out on KFeb. 20 seventy-six
years of a notable life. Fifty-fonr of
these have been spent in the service of
the Church. He was ordained in 1853,
made coadjutor of the St. Louis diocese
in 1872 and two years later appointed
Archbishop of Philadelphia.

Rev. Jos. M. Ardia, the oldest
Jesuit in the world, died at Loyola
College, Baltimore, on March 1st. Up
to a little more than two weeks ago
the venerable priest celebrated Maas
daily. Father Ardia was ninety-one
years old, born in Naples and came to
this country abount sixty years ago.

Very Rev. Lord Archibald Douglas,
uncle of Lord Queensberry, has been
admitted into the Congregation of the
Redemptorists at St. Joseph’s church,
Bishop's Stortford, England. Lord
Archibald Douglas was formerly a dio-
cesan priest, and in that capacity did
good work at Manchester.

The Pope received on Feb, 28, 400
pilgrims from Milan, who presented
him with §$8,000 toward the support of
the French clergy. The Pope’s speech
of thanks was greeted with applause,
which was started by some women in
the front row of the party of pilgrims.
The Pope Jokingly remarked: ‘‘ In my
time only the men applauded. I see
now that the women have learned the
art as well,”

Tho:e outside the Catholic fold who
frankly think the Catholic nun is un-
cultured will soon receive a surprise.
A Sister of Mercy of St. Xavier’s
Academy, Rhode Island, has just set
music to Longfellow’s bheautifal poem,
¢ The Day Is Done,’”’ and the work
will soon be issued by a secular firm.
Capable judges assert that the Sister’s
music is the most beautiful of any of
the numerous settings that have been
made of the poem.

Ill luck has attended ‘* Archbishop **
Vilatte, and the first schismatic church
of Paris, where no services will be
held again until *‘Archbishop’ Vilatte
clears himself of the charge of swind-
ling. Suddenly and without warning
ministerial officers called at the church,
in the Rue Legendre Monday at 10
o'clock and seized the miter and oross,
the only objects there belonging to
Vilatte. They are now holding them
until the sum of §600, which he is sald
to have obtained under false pretenses
from a Parisian woman, is returned.

Dr. Frederic E. J. Lloyd, whose re-
cent lectures to non-Catholies in Chicago
were 80 remarkably successful, deliver-
ed his lecture on ** Why I am a Catho-
lic”’ before an audience of more than
4,000 people at the Auditorium in that
city last Sunday evening. It was one
of the most impressive gatherings ever
assembled in a religious interest in
Chicago and was very consoling to the
lecturer and to the Panlist Fathers,
under whose auspices it was given.
Dr. Lloyd’s son Frederio sang ‘* Lead,
Kindly Light'’ at the conclusion of the
lecture with fine effect.

YOUNG MEN AT THE
UNIVERSITIES,

The presence of Oatholic young men
at non-Catholic universities is a world
problem, and across the water they
are solving it in a much more masterly
way than elsewhere, There they seem
not to live in a theory, but to accept
a condition of affairs and provide for

At Oxford university it has been the
custom to hold conferences in Msgr.
Kennard’'s chapel and lectures have
recently been given there by Father
Bernard Vaughan, 8. J. In previous
years these conferences have been
given by such well known Catholio
thinkers as Father Tyrell, Father
Joseph Rickably, S. J., Father Vincent
MoNab, O. P., Father Richard Olarke,

At the present time Father Robers
Hugh Benson, son of the late Aroh-
bishop of Oanterbury, and better
known as the author of that trinity ot
historical novels dealing with Reform-
ation times in England, ‘‘The King'’s
Achievement,’”” *‘The Queen's T
edy,” and ‘By What Authority P'r'.ﬁ
frequently attracting great crowds to
the parish church in Oambridge.
a | Among these crowds are noticed »
very large number of non - Catholie
under uates.
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THE PAGE OF JAMES V. OF
SCOTLAND.

Translated from the French by 8. A, C., with
the author’s permission,

CHAPTER XX.
A KNIGHT OF FIFTEEN.

Oardinal Beaton, having received
notice from Sheil of his interview with
the King, and wishing to be at Stir-
ling when James arrived, set out ab
once, snd entered the castle on the
morning of the very day that
the King escaped from Falk-
land. Lord Stopp, the Governor, re-
oolved the Cardinal with open arms,
and, after the first greetings were
over, drew him into a private room to
oonfer with him.

* Well,” he said to Beaton, as soon
as they were alone, ‘‘ does your visit
sanounce the overthrow of the Doug-
Iss, and has the King escaped from
them 2"’

[ know not,” replied Beaton; ‘' but
if he has not slready arrived it will
pot be long, I trust, before he is here :
for I have good grounds for koowing
that the young wonarch desires
ardently to escape from the clutches of
the Douglas and to make his way here,
ud’ only waitse an opportunity to do

’

¢ Phat is, supposing be can suc-
oeed,’’ said Lord Stoop.

¢ We have taken measures to secure
success, repliod Beaton. ‘* The King
by this time has received a peasant’s
dress sent by me, 80 thit thus disguised
he may eseape from the castle.”

o And if he succeeds,’” inquired
Lord Stopp, ** what will he do [ 4

“ In the first place he will come
here to Stirling. He will shut him-
self up in this fortress of which you
have the command, and from here will
take the measures necessary to regain
his power.'’

¢ In that case,” returned the Gov-
ernor, ‘I will go at once and give
orders that should anyone arrive at the
castle in the dress either of a nobleman
or s peasant I am to be instantly ap-
prised of it."”

# Do so, but remember the King
may arrive duriog the pight. It is

robable he will choose the evening as
the time for making his escape, as the
danger of being recognized would then
be less.”’

¢ Bo at ease, my lord ; my orders
shall extend to the night as well as the
day.” 8o saying, the Governor left
the apartment. On his return, he said
to the Oardinal: *I have given the
necessary orders ; may it please God
that they :prove not to bs useless
ones.”’

¢ What mean you, my lord, and how
ean they prove useless 2"’ inquired
Beaton. ‘ The plans are well ar-
ranged.’’

« Be it 8o, my lord ; but were they
not equally well organized last year ?
and yet, remember the unfortunate
issue of the Kirliston aflair, which cost
the lives of so many brave men and
compromised so many families.’’

¢ That is troe, but was it my fault ?
It was a misfortune for us that Angus
sent his spies to the Black Gorge, and
that the little page, poor child ! was
killed at the very time that he was the
bearer of liberty to James the Fifth.
But we have not that to fear now. Be
sides, this is not like Kirkliston, an
enterprise on a large scale which
needed many partisans, and which con
sequently could scarcely be kept
secret, Our present plot is independ
ent of any particular time, and will
be carried into execution only when a
perfectly favorable opportunity arises,
and at this present moment only the
four persons concerned in it have cog-
aizance of it. Therefore, I say, we
have nothing to fear, and unless the
King makes choice of an unfavorable
oocasion he onght in a short time to be
free.”

¢ May God confirm your words, my
lord I”’ said the Governor. *‘‘If I man
ifest any doubt on the subject, it is be-
oause I so earnestly desire to see His
Majesty safe within these walls that
it would be a great sorrow to me to
have my hopes frustrated, first on the
King's acconnt, and also,”” he contin
uned with some hesitation, *‘ for the
sake of another person in whose wel-
fare I am interested.”

* will yon explain your words, my
lord ?'’ saild Beaton. * I do not under-
stand to whom you refer.’’

“] am desirous,’’ replied Lord Stopp,
¢ of giving the King an opportunity of
using his regained liberty to perform
an act of generosity, and I want to en-
gage you to further my interests, or,
rather those of my protégé.”

*¢ §peak, my lord,’” replied the Car-
dinal ; * [ am wholly at your disposal,
and tae little influence I way have
over James the Fifth shall be used in
your service. Besides, what could the
King rcfuse to the loyal subject who
will be the first to offer him hospital-
ity ? Spealk, then, that I may kaow in
whose favor [ am to unite wmy voice to
yours."

“ Yes, Cardioal, T will reveal the
whole matter to you, all the more be-
cause I have an avowal concerning my-
gell to make. But not now, later on,
when the keys of the castle have been
brought to me and we shall be undis-
turbed. Will you then come to this
room, and I will relate to you what I
have done ; which may indeed be a
fault, but in which nevertheless I

glory. You shall hear, too, of the
great sufferings of my young protégé ;
in fine, you shall hear all. Until this
evening, then, my lord."’

 Until this evening,” replied
Beatou, who felt his interest aroused
by the Governor's words, and it was
with impatience that he awaited the
appointed interview. In spite of the
preoccupation ‘of bhis mind concerning
the King, he found himself constantly
reverting to the confidence he was
to receive that evening. The three
words used by the Governor, ‘‘ my
young protégé,”’ came back to his mind
again and again ; and a secrot instinet
whispered to him that this young man
in whom Lord Stopp took so lively an
interest could be no stranger to him-
self. ** Who knows ?"’ he said to him-
self, as the instinet deepened within
him—** who knows but that this young

rot : may not be Franels himself,
or whom I lousputﬂnﬂon,nui
whom the King loved so dearly ? God
may have preserved bhim to us.’’ But
this hope soon vanished before the re-
membrance of the stern reality. ** No,
po,”’ he murmured, ** 1t is impossible !
Alas | he is dead, only too surely
dead, poor child! God wished to
have him with Himself. Old Peggy
saw Him rise three times to the sur-
face, and thea finally sink. No, no, it
is impossible | and yet something tells
me this protégé of the Governor's, tho
fault of which he accuses himself, the
confidence he is about to give me—in
fine, all this mystery concerns me in
some way, If it were simply & wmatter
of indiflerence to me, I should not feel
0 agitated and impatient. Why does
the time not fly faster and bring the
appointed hour ?"’

In this mood the Cardinal awaited
his interview with Lord Stopp sand
when the [hour struck he hastened to
the private cabiret of the Governor,
whom he found ready to receive him.

[ soe, my lord,’” he said, as the
Oardinal entered precipitately—‘* I see
by your extreme punctuality that you
are already interested in my young
friend, and I feel sure I may rely on
your joining me in petitioning His
Majasty to pardon me for not execu-
ting to the letter orders given to me
in bis rame,"’

“You may reckon on me, my lord ;
but for God's sake speak! If your
wish was toarouse my curiosity,’”’ added
tte Oardinal, smiling, ** you may boast
of your success, for it is excited to the
higbest pitch, and I am burning to hear
your story.”’

** Listen, ' then,’’ said Lord Stopp,
“ to the avowal of a fault, in which, as
I said before, I glory, and I hope tu
interest you in him for whose sake I
committed it. But do not imagine, my
lord, that my hero is one of high degree,
he is but a servant.”

¢ A gervant!’” cried the Cardinal, in
a tone of disappointment, his hopes
suddenly dashed to the ground.
“But,” he added immediately, ¢ what
does that matter, my lord ? The un
fortunate, whatever their rank or con-
dition may. be, are equal in God's
sight.

* Yes my lord,” continued the Gov
ernor, *‘a servant; but truly the
young man is far above his station,
His countenance is handsome, and bears
the stanp of honorable pride and gen-
erous feeling., KEven his manners are
rather those of one of gentle birth than
of a servant. Nevertheless, we need
not rowance, for he is nothing more
than a servant,, for I have positive
proof of the fact. But now listen to
my narrative. What I am about to re-
late happened about a year ago, two
or three days before the Battle of
Kirkliston, which proved so fatal to
you, my lord."

“ Yes,”” sighed Beaton; then, as if
to himself, he said : *“ Two or three
days before the Battle of Kiikliston,
did you say? Could it be? But con-
tinue, my lord, continue.”

“ It was just [about this hour,”’ re-
sumed his host, The keys had already
been brought to me, and I was retiring
to rest, when I heard a horn sound
three times at the castle gate, and the
captain of the guard came to inform
me that a little troop of seven or
eight men were demanding entrance in
the name of the King and of the Re-
gent. I was obliged to go and see who
these men were, and to make sure that
their appeal to the name of the King
and Regent was not a false one. Ac-
cordingly I descended, and gave orders
that the drawbridge should be lowered,
whareupon the chief of the band came
forward alone. He was the commander
of a troop which Douglas had lately
taken into his confidence, and you know
he does mot trouble bimself about the
morals of those he employs. This man
presented to me a paper signed by
Lord Angus in the name of the King.
The signature was authentic, and 1 was
bound to obey the instructions con-
tained therein, which were as follows:
* The Governor of Stirling will carry
out the orders which Sir Andrew Kerr
Cessford will transmit to him from me."’

s Sir Andrew Kerr Cessford?’’ inter-
rupted the Cardival, more and more
interested. *' There can, then, be no
room for doubt. This has reterence to
the enterprise planned by me at the
Black Gorge.'’

+ I know nothing of that,’’ said Lord
Stopp, *‘ neither do I know what fault
the poor boy whom they brought to me
had committed.’

*They brought a boy to you?’
asked B2aton, hardly daring to breathe
so strongly did the hope of the pre
vious evening again spring up within
him that, after all, notwithstanding old
Peggy's story, Francis might have
been saved.

“Yes, my lord,"” replied the Gover-
nor, ‘*a boy, or, rather, a young man
of abont fiiteen. When I had fnisbed
reading, Sir Andrew made a sign to his
goldiers. Two of them then advanced,
dragging between them the poor youth
bound and gagged. ** Here is the
traitor,’” said the chief, ** the servant
of a still more treacherous master, who
has already expiated his treachery.
As to this one, my lord, the Regent de-
sires that he be thrown into a secret
dungeon.” Then leaning towards me,
and whispering into my ear, 80 that the
poor little prisoner could not bear, he
added: ‘‘Arrange it as you please;
eitber let him die of hunger or perish
in some other way.'' The bandit then
departed, leaving me so indignant and
stupefied at such an order that he was
far away before I had recovered my-
sell.”’

* Infamous "' oried Beaton. ‘It is
the servant of poor Fraveis, the King's
page, whom this menster Cessford had
just drowned in the Forih. Finish!
Oh, my Ged! What did you do?”

T was bound to obey, or at least, to
appear to obey. I led my prisoner
away and tried to question him ; but
he maintained an obstinate silence. In
vain I asked him why the Regent had
arrested him, and of what treachery he
was accused. I could not overcome
his obstinacy, nor obtain any other
answer but tears.'

¢« | understand it all,”’ said the Car-
dinal; the poor boy feared to betray

what he knew of our plans. Ie is a

servant worthy of his noble master.”

At lzst,” oontinued Lord Stopp,
] agked him if he wept because he was &
prisoner. He spoke then for the first
time, saying: ** [ weep for him who has
fallen a victim to his loyalty ; but I do
not weep, like a coward, over my own
fate.’’

+* He dearly loved his young and un-
fortunate master,’’ sald the Oardinal,
with an emotion he strove in vain to
hide,”

“ The cruel order,’”” resumed Lord
Stopp, ** which had baen given me con-
cerning this youog, man had already
interested me in him, and the reply he
made to my question quite won me over
to his cause, and more than ever [ de
sired to make him speak, I was at that
time, my lord, as ignorant of your pro-
ject as you were of my sentiments to
ward the Douglas. Nevertheless, I
said to mysell, ** There must bave been
some conspiracy ; if [ can obtain some
useful information from this young man,
they may in return accord me his
pardon.” So I questioned him anew,
and, in order that he might know that
his safety depended on his answers, |
did not conceal from him the ecruel
order I had received in bis regard.
But though hearing of the terrible
death’ with which he was menaced, |
could not persuade him to speak. I
assure you, my lord, I had the greatest
possible desire of saving him. His
only chance lay in an avowal, yet I
leared to hear him speak, lest in order
to save himself he should betray those
with whom he had been associated.
But he was not one to play the traitor’s
part. ** Obey your iustractions,’” he
said calmly, *‘only,” he added, * it
the interest in me which I read in
your face, my lord, is real, I will ask
one favor ;: shoot me or stab me rather
than let me die of hunger, lor that
must be a horrible death. If, however
you cannot grant rae that favor, my
lord, we will speak no more of it."”’

¢ He #aid that —used those words,
those very expressions ?'’ cried Beaton
hastily.

‘[ have repeated them to you, my
lord, without altering a word.”

+Oh, my God ! my God 2"’ exclaimed
the Cardinal, greatly agitated. *‘Itis
Francis — it must be ; it could be no
other. His servant was only a Border
peasant lad — faithful and lcyal, it is
true, but a peasant in_ his mapners and
speech, That is not the language in
which a Scottish peasant would express
himself. I tell you, my lord, it is the
page of James V.”’

* Do yoa really think so? But the
poor child was drowned in the Forth.
You are certain of it, for an ocular wit-
ness—"’

** Yes, yes, | know, my lord I"* broke
in the Cardinal. ‘‘ It matters not. I
must see this boy, for you have saved
him, I am sure,’’

“Yes ; I dirobeyed the Earl's orders,
acd that is my crime.”

* A noble and generous one, my lord
—one which will earn for you the King's
gratitude and favor. But where is
Francis—where is he ?"’

+ There, my lord,” replied the Gov-
ernor, pointing out a secret door in the
wall of his chamber ; *‘but I cannot
either let him come here or take you to
him just at present.’’

“How? Why?"

# The captain of the inside guard has
not finished his round, and at any mo-
ment may arrive to make his report.
My safety lies in concealing this young
man's existence from everyone, as they
believe him to be dead. Calm yourself,
therefore, my lord, and allow me to
finish my tale, which, I fear, will unde
ceive you, for it will show you clearly
that it is the servant, not the master,
whom we have here.”’

* It is lmpossible 1"’ said Beaton.

¢ Let me continue, my lord. Find-
ing that he would not save himself by
treachery, I resolved to rescue him in
another way from the death to which he
had been condemned. But I was
obliged to make a semblance of obedi-
ence, 80 I had the lad thrown into a
deep and secret dungeon, where he re-
mained a whole day. Foodsufiicient for
that time wes given to him, I forbade
any more to be taken to him, making it
known to all that I acted thus in obedi-
ence to the wish of the Regent. The
koy of his dungeon was deposited with
me, and that night I went thither
secretly,took him out,and brought him to
this room and placed him in the secret
chamber, which is known to no one but
my trusty old valet, who daily carries
food to him, and in this manner he has
lived a whole year. However, further
steps were necessary in order that
others might believe him to be dead, so
one morning, about four days after his
arrival at Stirling, I descended again to
his dangeon, bidding my valet walt in
the courtyard. I entered the cell for a
moment, and on leaving it carefully
closed the door behind me. Returning
to the courtyard, I gave orders to my
gervant ( in a loud voice that all could
hear ), to take a coffin to the dungeon.
He did so, and after putting in I know
not what, to give it tho necessary
weight, nailed down the lid, and the
following day my prisoner was dead and
buried to all, save myself and my faith
ful valet. The very day of his pre-
tended burial my prisoner asked to see
me. [went to visit him towaids evening
and found him with heightened colored,
uneasy and preoccupied. [ asked what
ailed him. * My lord,” he replied, *I
know that to you I owe my life, and
that you have given it to me uncondi-
tionally. I thank you for it, and per
haps one day I may be able to prove
to yon that I am not ungrateful ; but I
conjure you to put the finishing touch
to your good work by answering me a
question.”” *' I promise to do 80,”" I re
plied : *speak !"”” ¢ My lord,” he said
quickly, ** tell me the latest news. Has
nothing extraordinary taken place ?"’
¢ This is what has happened,’’ I replied
and I then related to him the failure of
the attempted attack on Melrose, and
the disastrous issue of the Battle of
Kirkliston. The poor young man
seemed plunged in deep sorrow on hear-
ing this news. Ho turned away imme-
diately to hide his tears. I acknowl-
edge, Cardinal, that I then said to my-
self, ** e cannot be a servant ; this
young lad must have been in some way

compromised in the Kirkliston affair,
and is passing himself off as a valet.

But he need not ise dissimulation
with me, who wish him nothing but
good.” 8o I said to him : ¢ My child,
now that there is no longer any danger
in your speaking freely, acknowledge
that you are mot a servant.’’ 1 will
not acknowledge that, sir,” he replied ;
“ for only four days ago I served &
master.” ** And your master,” I in-
quired — ** who was he ?"' * He was—
that which he ought mot to be,’ he
answered ; *‘and since then I have been
unable to obtain any further enlighten-
ment. Alas! you see, Cardinal, that
your hope—""
¢ My hope, my hope "’ replied Beaton
quickly, ** grows stronger every instant,
my lord. Those adroit snswers satiely
me that the boy is Franocis, and no
other. He told you that he served a
ter : that ter was the King!
He said his master was what he should
not be : James V. was a prisoner! Oh,
I tell yon it is he ! ] must assure my
self of the fact. Lead me to him 3 I
cannot walt any longer 1"’
¢ They are coming I"* oried the Gov-
ernor suddenly. * Calm yoursel), my
lord, or that child and I are botb lost.
Angus has his spies everywhere, and if
he knew—''
He was Interrupted by s knock at
the door. It was the captain of tbe
gaard, who entered abruptly, saying, as
he drew the Governor aside :
“ A very extraordinary thiog has
just happened, my lord. As the clock
struck two, a man and a boy came at
full gallop to the castle. The man
hailed the sentinel, crying : *‘ Open i
¢ Who are you ?"’ demanded the sen-
tinel. Then the boy called out: * I
am James V., King of Seotland 1"
They must be madmen. Shall I order
them to be driven away 2"’
¢ Mereciful Heaven! what would you
do 2" cried the Governor, beside him-
gelf. ** It is the King !’
“The King !’ ejaculated the aston-
ished captain.

#The King, did you say 2" exclaimed
Beaton in hig turn, having overheard
Lord Stopp’s exclamation.

¢ Yes, His Majesty has arrived,”
said the Govercor, and quitted the
room precipitately, followed by the
captain.

Beaton hurried after them, and &
minute later James, bathed in perspir-
ation and covered with dust, was safe
within the walls of Stirling Castle.

¢ The King free!’’ cried Beaton with
emotion, as the little party re-entered
the Governor's cabinet.

4 Yes, my good Cardinal, thanks to
you,” said James, still breathless from
his rapid ride — * thanks to you and to
th's faithful man, whom I shall richly
reward,’”’ he added, holding out his hand
to Shell, who knelt and kissed it re-
spectfully. Then, turning to Lord
Stopp, he said : * Thanks also to you,
my lord, for the hospitality you have
tendered we in my Castle of Stirling
I shall not forget that you were the
firgt to receive James V. on his escape
from captivity. But go, sir, go and
double the guard ; for who knows but
that the Douglases may not be pursuing
us, and I shounld wish to give them a vig-
orous response if they dare to appear be-
fore these walls 1"’

*¢ Yes, Sire,” replied the Governor,
bowing ; ** but will not your Msjesty
permit me first to conduct you to your
apartments ?’’

4 Go, sir!” replied the King. James
V. will neither rest nor sleep until all
these precautions have been taken, and
the keys of the castle deposited be-
neath his pillow."”

The Governor hastened away to arousas
the garrison, and, at a sign from the
Cardinal, Shell also retired, leaving the
King and Beaton to coacert as to the
measures to be adopted at the present
juncture.  Their council had lasted
over an hour before Lord Stopp rejoined
them with the keys of the castle in his
hand, to announce that the garrison
was up and ready for action, in case the
Douglas should appear.

8o occupied had Beaton and the Gov
ernor been with the various duties of
business and hospitality that both had
quite forgotten Francis, or the one
Beaton supposed to be Francis, and it
was the King himself who recalled him
to the thoughts of both.

‘'Here are the keys, Sire,’”” said Lord
Stopp, presenting them to the King.
¢ Will your Majesty now permit me to
accompany you to your chamber ?"’

¢ Qertainly, my lord ; I will foilow
you ;" and, turning to Beaton, he
added : ** Good-night, Cardinal ; we go
to rest happy, bat that happiness would
be complete if the one who would so
joytully have shared it with me were
not missing—my poor Francis!”

*¢ Ah, Sire, he lives, I hope !"’ oried
Beaton, all at once recalling the Gov-
ernor's narrative.

* Francis | my friend I” exclaimed
the King, in a voice trembling with
emotion.

‘“He is here, Sire, or I am greatly
deceived,” replied Beaton, relating in
a few words the story he had heard
from Lord Stopp.

¢ Where is he ? whera is he ?'’ cried
Jamwes. **I must see him!"

The Governor, however, had not
waited for orders, but had already
opened the secret door, and out rushed
a youpg man, who threw himself at the
King's feet, exclaiming : ‘* Sire | Sire!”’

¢« It is he — Francis, my beloved
page!” sald the King, raising up tbe
young Frenchman and foldiog him in
his arms.

This unexpected and joyful meeting
made James quite forget his fatigue.
He no longer thought of sleep. Franocis
had been saved, and he must hear by
what means. The young Frenchman
explained the matter simply, but with
tears in his eyes, as he said :

“It was through the fdelity of
Moses, or rather Harry, a fidelity which
cost the poor lad his life : for when I
rejoined him on my return from the
Black Gorge, fearing lest spies might
be on my track, he proposed to change
clothes with me. I at first refused, but
the poor lad pressed his point so hard,
saying that the King's liberty depended
on my safety, that [ at last consented,
resolving, however, that if any harm
should befall the brave fellow I would
share it with him ; but the attack of
Sir Andrew was so sndden that there

was no time to speak before they gagged
us, and when they threw the poor boy

into the river, believing him to be the
page of James V., I made every effort
to speak, but in vain, snd to my signs
they paid no attention.'

+'I deeply grieve for the poor fel
low,” said the King ; * bot T thank
him for his devotedness, since it pre-
served you tome, And you, poor friend,
how much you must have suffered !
And but for the generosity of my Lord
Governor you—Sir,”” he said suddenly,
turning to Lord Stopp, ‘' you have
earned an eternal right to my friend-
ship, and, as I like to have my friends
pear me, I name you Governor of Edin
burg Castle. Oardinal,”” he tken
added, * God, Who hss showered so
many benefits on us to day, has a right
to our thanks. We will mssist at the
Mass of thankegiving which you are
about to offer in the oastle chapel.
Gentlemen, to the chapel.’’

James at once proceeded, followed by
Francis, the Governor, and many ol the
officers of the garriscn. At the ocon-
olusion of the service the King, baving
made aloud his act of thanksgiving, rose,
aod sald:

¢ Now I must reward those who have
suffered for me. Francis D'Arcy, Lord
of Kirkliston, kneel.” Francis knelt,
and the King, taking in his
hand one of the Governor's swords,
continued : ‘ Noble and courageous
friend, I, the King, dub you knight.”
Ho then struck Francis on the shoulder
with the blade of the sword, after
which he bid him rise and gave him the
accolade, Thus was Francis D'Arcy
knighted at the age of fifteen, a just
tribute to his courage and nobleness of
character.

Shell came in for his share of reward
for the good work he had done so much
to forward, baving the patent of nobil-
ity cooferred ‘upon him, and being
made commander of a huadred lances
and enriched with a domain in the
county of Haddington, not far from
Wedderburn, where the former free
booter had saved Francis's life, and
where, as he always declared, he had
taken his first step on a good path.

Beatcn's services were not forgotten.
He who had worked and suffered so
wuch on the King's benall was declared
to be reinstated in his former offices
and dignities.

* And now,” said the King, ** Lord
Stopp, Governor of Edinburgh Castle,
conduct me to my sleeping -chamber.
Francis, you shall for to-day still be
the page of James V. To.morrow Sir
D'Arcy, Lord of Kirkliston, will be
pothing less than the dearest friend
and companion of the King of Scotland.”

HISTORICAL CONCLUSION.

At dawn of day the flight of the royal
captive was discovered. The Douglas
party had now good reason to fear that
their power was at an end, and this fact
was soon made clear to all. James
issued a proclamation forbidding Angus
or any of his kinsmen to apprcach him
within six miles. Parliament was at
once convoked, and Angus and all his
adherents summoned to answer for the
abuses they had comumitted in the
usurpation of the royal power, and for
the species of captivity in which for
two years they had held the King. It
would have been impossible for them to
satisfactorily defend themselves, and
their appearance would have led to
their final ruin. They therefore re-
solved to retire into England, counting
on the mediation of Henry VIIL with
his royal nephew.

Though the Kirg of England inter-
ceded strongly with James, it was in
vain, and it was not until after the
death of the King that the Douglases
were once more allowed to return to
their native land.

THE END.

FROM THE BEART OF A CHALICE.

It was commencement day at Mount
St. Edward's. The sombre granite
building had assumed a festive look,
every column and balustrade decked
with the class colors in gay bunting,
and with Old Glory floating triumphant-
ly to the breeze. Kven the hothouse
had been pressed into servize and
brother Anselm had brought forth his
most treasured pots of fern and palms,
not to mention huge bouquets of roses,
to enhance the general beauty.

The soft June air was liquid in its
sweetness. The breezes played cares-
singly over beds of geranium and
coleus that relieved the green sward
here and there and blew in at the
windows of the study hall where al-
ready the ranks were formed for the
entrance march.

A band of handsome lads indeed.
Any college might well be proud to
call itself the Alma Mater of the most
ordinary in its ranks, and the pictures-
que caps and gowns of the graduates to
render these all the more attractive.

“Now, Frank, are you quite sure of
your lines 2’ queried Brother Am-
brose, as he paused in his survey of the
well-formed rows , and addressed the
first graduate, a slender, dark-haired
youth, *‘ Yes? That's good. All
ready now ? March "

There was & burst of applause from
the breathless audience as the young
men stepped upon the stage, and fond
mothers and proud fathers oraned
their necks to secure a better view of
some beloved hopeful. In the front
seat Ruth Ransom sat with her father
and mother, and in all that assemblage
there was no happier heart than hers.
And why not? Was it not Frank
Ransom's graduation day ? Was not
Frank her only brother, her idol, the
object of her worshipping devotion ?
Was not Frank the valedictorian of
the occasion, and was not this the glor-
jous climax of all his years of study
and achievement ? Ruth, who was
three years Frank's janior, could
scarcely contain herself, but keep
nudging her mother every few minutes
as some evolution in the march brought
him into better view. But her rapture
knew no bounds when Frank, without
note of any kind, stcod erect and calm,
ready to deliver the valedictory. The
handsome lad, with his earneat,
thoughtful face, now becomingly flush-
ed, his gentle, manly bearing, charmed
the audlence at once, and as the well
delivered cration ended, he sat down
amid rounds of applause. Prouder

than ever though was the moment when

————

tbe Brother Director, durin
award of diplomas, made the angon:::
ment that for studlousness and gengpy)
excellence in conduct, a special gojg
medal was bestowed upon Mr, Frank
Raosom. The picture of the yop,
wan koeeling to receive the handgop,
badge from the hand of his 1mei°
structor was one that Ruth Rangon
treasured in her memory through !'l‘i-
the after yesrs.

Well, it was all over, and the boys
stood clasping the hands of dotip
parents and admiring frierds and ye.
ceiving with becoming modesty thejy
congratulations, ‘8o this is our litt)e
Ruth,” oried Frank, as he gave the
girl a brotherly caress. ‘‘How yop
have grown since last September |
you keep on, you'll be taller than yopy
big brother, sis.”’

“Oh, Frank, I'm s0 glad you ape
coming home for good,’’ the girl cried

“We have missed you so much'.
still, you must be sorry to leave thiy
lovely place where the Brothers are g
kind.”

“0h, I don’t know,” replied the
youth with the lofty air of eighteen
*It is rather poky at times, you kno.',
A fellow longs to cut loose, Of course
the Brothers are all right though,'
There was a suspicious break in the
lad’s voice as he uttered the Isst
words,

As the party made their adieus at
the door, Brother Ambrose drew Mr,
Rapsom, unobserved, inside, and said ;

““Youn have a good son, Mr, Ransom,
Frank is a studious, clever boy, but he
is apt to be a trifle wilful and may re-
quire a strict hand. But you will have
no trouble with him, I am sure. Irank
bas been excellent in his conduct as
was shown by his winning the medal,
but I, who have been so elose to him,
understand better perhaps than any
other the undercurrent of his nature,”

How often did this warning recur tc
the mind ot Mr. Ransom in after days!|
Very gradually indeed, but none the lese
surely, the realization of his son's im-
perfections came home to him with a
bitter pang. At first Frank was a
model, the leader in all the societies
his parish had set on foot for the ad.
vancement of its youth, the cleverest
in debate, the most skilful in athletics,
he promptly became the centre of an
admiring group who were ever ready to
do his bidding. A stronger character
might have risen by the very spur of
this adulation to better and !
things, but Frank belonged, alas, to
that too large body of young men which
present day society embraces. His
head was turned by flattery; bis wilfal
spirit soon learned to chafe againsi the
wholesome restraints of home and
Church, and the call of pleasure did
not pass unheeded. Very quickly he
tired of his parish compapions. *‘They
were too iguorant, too mnarrow,”’ he
would assert with a lofty sneer. So it
was that presently he made f[riends
among more worldly, even dissolute
men, an association his family viewed
with griefl and distavor.

Had Mr. Ransom been spared to his
family this budding propensity might
have been checked at the first sign,
but unfortunately he succumbed to a
malady of which he had long been s
viotim, and to the mother was leit the
responsibility of governing the proud
spirit of ber son.

For & while all went well. Frank
had secured an excellent position with
a large manufacturing plant in the
little town where they resided. The
situation was a clerical one and there
was opportunity for advancement. Sub-
dued by the loss of his father, Frank
settled down to business for some
months. The three lived very com-
tortably in the neat home which Mr.
Ransom's thrift had acquired for bis
family. Their income was sufficient for
their needs and Frank's salary wae
taxed but little for the general sup-
port. Ruth had turned her attention
to vocal music and having been gradu-
ated at the convent academy of which
the prosperous town was justly proud,
she was now devoting her time as much
as possible to the cultivation of a rare
contralto voice that promised great
power.

One night, a glorious June night it
was, Ruth had returned from choir prac-
tice and now hurried up the garden
walk to the porch where she had left
her mother sitting. ‘¢ Well, mother,
here I am. I was not gone so long,
was I—why, Frank—why, mother,
what's the matter ?’’ she cried.

Without avswering, Mrs. Ransom
broke into silent tears. Frank, with
his arm caressingly about his mother's
shoulders, replied : * Now, nothing to
worry over, little woman, You see,
Ruth, old Davis and I had adispute tc-
day and I e¢imply quit, that's all.
There's no position in this dull town
for a fellow, so to-morrow I'm going t0
New York to try my luck. "’ .

*“Oh, Frank, I'm so distressed, "
murmured Ruth dolefully, as she sank
down on the low porch step and looked
first at Frank, then at her mother's
face. ‘I do wish you were not 80
proud and hasty. I dread to see you
step into the maelstrom of a great and
wicked city. "’

¢ Fudge, kid! You talk as if yot
were forty. I can take care of mysell
rest assured. Now cheer dup both of
you. I have the best of references aD
fnow" I’ll find something worth hav-
ng.

And Fraok did. He wrote from New
York at the end of a few days that he
had been engaged by a large and
wealthy firm and that he should enter
at once upon his duties. He had sec
ured board with a respectable old 1ady
in a fair neighborhood and everything
looked promising.

For a short time letters came fre:
quently. Visits were necessarily scarce
but he made flying trips whenever pos*
sible to do so. After a while, these
also grew ‘‘few and far between.
Mrs. Ransom's health had become 80
delicate that Ruth could never leave
home for long at a time or she woul
have taken occasional journeys to the
great city in order to keep Frank upder
sisterly surveillance. The advisability
of leaving their native home and remov-
ing to New York in order to be near
him was more than once considereds
but the income that warranted a com"

fortable maintenance in a village
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well knew, barely furnish
7::1: scessities of life in the vast met-
most resolved to risk all and for the
sake of their loved one break old ties, a
letter came from Frank stating that he
had been ordered West on business of
importance for his Arm and, being com-
pelled to go immediately, the opportun-
ity of making them a long anticipated
visit was denied him,
A chill went to the heart of each
patient, walting woman as they read this
letter. Something was wrong, thoey felt.
That instinet which is sald to guide
womah aright,without direct knowledge,
served now to raise a doubt as to the
plausibility of the story. When, there-
fore, Ruth ssid, *‘ Mother, could you
spare me for a day while I go to New
York 2"’ Mrs. Ransom answered
promptly. “Go, Ruth, I cannot wait.
Vou must ind out what Frank has been
o . e e v .

« Ransom—Miss Ransom? No, I do
not recall the name, but be seated Miss
Ransom, What can I do for you?"’

It was the private office of Newcome
& Co., and a grey-haired, kindly
gentleman spoke the words, as with old-
time courtesy he placed a chair for her
beside his desk.

+ [ have called, *’ murmured the girl
her embarrassment overcome by the en-
couraging gentieness of the other's eyes,
+1 have called to inquire about my
srother, Frank Ransom, who is in your
smploy and whom you have ordered

Vest on business. '’

“Frank Ransom? Why Miss Ransom,
#o have no such young man with us ;
rever had ; but wait { 1 remember now
we once did have a clerk by that name
hut he remained with us only a few

;onths, And you are his sister ?’’

Ruth detected a note of sympathy in
he last words and her face blanched.
* Wiy, why, he told me—there must
ye some mistake; would you mind—say-
iog why he left you?"
Mr. Newcome hemmed ‘and bawed.
't was & severe trial to look into the
iepths of those tender, pleading, blue
eyes and admit that it was the ques-
sionable habits of her brother which
had cansed his speedy discbarge. The
facts did not come out all at once, but
after a while, Rath, by dint of persist-
ant questioning realized the sad
trath, Her brother had for many
months pursued a course of deception.
He had been in the employ of New-
some & Co. but a briet time when it
was discovered that his habits and as-
sociates were such as to make him un-
worthy ot confidence. When repeated
persuasion and reprimand from Mr.
Newcome failed to bear good (fruit,
Frank was discharged, after which
nothing had been seen mor heard of
him., Ruth never forgot the fatherly
kindness with which Mr. Newcome ad-
mitted these unpleasant facts, but it
could not lessen the pain that the re-
cital caused in her loving heart. With
whirling brain Rath left the office, pro-
seeding with all possible speed to the
sddress of Mrs, Ferry, the old lady
with whom her brother had boarded.
Here she learned other unpleasant de-
tails—how Frank had drifted from one
position to another, each one less re-
munerative than “the last, and that
just a few daye previous to his sister's
coming he had informed Mrs. Ferry of
his intention of leaving the city for
god. “I am going West,” he said
Miss. * Perhaps in that faraway
country I can begin life all over, and
litt my head again.”” Ah, Miss, it was
s sad sight to see how such a fine
young man had come down in the world,
and him with such an eddication, too.
Why, Miss, one time he showed me a
grand gold medal he’d won at school
and he told me it was never out of his
keepin'. It was a beauty, with the
prettiest crown of pearls set just above
his name. ‘¢ I'll never part with it,”
he ses, ses he, ‘* but wear it over my
heart inside this case with Ruth’s and
mother's picture. When I make a man
of myselt I'll hang it on my watch-
chain again.
* * * * *
“You gave us & rare treat this
morning, Miss Ransom. It is not often
that our poor little church hears such
avoice. It was good of you to favor
us, especially when your beautitul
singing is in such demand.”
“Oh, come now, Father O'Neill,
that is some of your Irish flattery,” ex-
olaimed Ruth, as a smile gayer than
wsually visited her face, ocurved her
lips. *“It is an honor and a great
pleasure to sing in church again. It
seems 50 long since I led the choir at
home in the East. Bince I took up
concert work I have been a veritable
tramp, but now that mother and I have
settled for a while in this pretty West-
ern town you must let me sing often in
your dear little church. And now
Father, I am told you have some rare
vestments and altar vessels that you
occasionally show to visitors. Will you
let me look at them when you are at
lelsare "
* Delighted, Miss Ransom. No bet:
ter time than the present,”’ cried the
Father, whose great hobby was the
wllecting of elegant altar] turnishinge.
Father O'Neill, on account of good
health, had been compelled to resign
the charge of a wealthy church in the
East and in a pioturesque hamlet
smong the Western hills had built a
neat chapel to which his rich friends
made frequent and valuable donations.
With the eagerness of a schoolboy he
promptly led the way to the sacristy
Where he umlocked a closet and &
heavy iron safe. Soon Rath, with all
3 woman's admiration for pretty things,
Was examining vestments of embroider-
ed silk and satin and altar cloths of
dainsiest lace and linen.
I have lett the most beautiful till the
last,” he smilingly said, as Ruth com-
pleted her survey of these. ** Here is
A chalice that I prize most of all. It is
made from old gold and jewels donated
by my parishioners and friends. To-
day I used it for the first time. See,
Wwe have placed the gems just as they
came from their original settin, Here
is a diamond from a birthday ring.
This ruby was in a bracelet'given by our
organist. Buat I like this little crown
Emlu, and the story connected with
interesting. Some time ago I was

Blue Orest Hospital here. Grace ap-
parently long dead, had been awakened
ropolis, ' As they had, however, al-|in his heart.
not received the sacraments, and he
led a wild, reckless life for years.
believing death to be approaching he
sent for me.
him and was glad to discover that a
real chavge of heart had taken place.
His sorrow for the past was most edify-
ing. The upshot was that when the
doctors and nurses kad pulled him
through all right.
in securing a position for him at Creston,
near here, and tc-morrow, with health
restored, he goes to fill it.
hearing of my projected chalice, he
drew from his breast pocket a large
gold medal set with pearls.
he said, ‘this medal was won by me at |t
dear old St. Edward's when life held |1
out glad promise to my
promise, alas, that through fault of my
own, has never been realized.
this next to pictures of my mother and
sister that I wear with it above my
heart, but you have done so much for
me that you must take it for your
chalice,
Precions Blood of Our Lord, it will
speak my gratitude to Him for calling
a poor lost sheep back to the fold.’ *’

hearer.
—that this is my brother, my poor,
erring brother that mother and I have
sought for years in vain !
you of us, did be not ? Bat where is
he ? Tell me at once that [ may go to
him — that I may take him to our
mother’'s arms that have waited for him
80 long 1"

gentle smile with which the priest re-
never expected to meet the beloved,

sister of whom poor Frank Ransom
spoke to me so oiten, but Providence

and was told your name I was struck

a message requesting yon to call on
me this afternoon.

For many a day he had
But
Well, I frequently visited

I interested myself

One day, | sands of Christians came forward to

‘Father,’

youth — a

I prize

When its gold touches the

** Father, you know all,”” gasped his
‘“ You have guessed the truth

Oh, he told

Tears made even more benignant the

plied. “Yes, I do know all. True, I

bas surely sent you to this place.
When I heard you sing this morning,

with the coincidence snd resolved to
investigate. That was why I sent you

Now be calm. I—
I have sent for Frank, too, and he
walts for you in my study there. You
will ind him changed, no doubt, but a
woman’s love makes every allowance.
There, do not stop to thank me. That
is the door ; go in, I will come to you
later.”’

And so it came about that Frank
Ransom found the peace and strength
to which his wayward spirit had so
long been a stranger.

A pretty cottage, nestling among the
hills of a Western town, shelters the re-
united family. The aged mother grows
yoang again in the presence of her re-
covered son, slowly but surely regain-
ing his standing among his fellow-men.
Ruth, her glorious voice more beautiful
than ever with its new notes of happi:
ness, is thrilling great audiences with
her birdlike melodies but the applause
of the multitude is not so dear as the
welcome tribute of the returned
prodigal whose restoration was brought
about, as it were, from the heart of a
chalice.—Lydia Stirling Flintham in
The Rosary Magazine.

‘A REAL ROMANCE OF
RELIGION.”

THE WONDERFUL VITALITY
LICITY IN JAPAN,

Under the above quoted heading
Thej Tribune, (New York), publishes a
most interesting article written by
William T. Ellis and copyrighted by
Joseph B. Bowles. It is built around
the incident of *‘ The Finding of the
Christians,”” with which Catholie
readers are more or less familiar. The
writer, however, introduces other
points, which, coming from a non-Cath-
olic source, are noteworthy. He says :
O! all the stirring stories that an in-
vestigator of religions conditions un
covers in Japan, no other is quite so
dramatic or important as that of the
rise, submergence, and, after centur-
ies, the emergence of the Roman Cath-
olic Church there. It is one of the
romances of religion.
Any narrative of Roman Catholic mis-
sion work in Japan must go back to the
year 1549, when Francis Xavier, now
canonized, with the flaming zeal that
has made his name a synonyme for
aggressive piety, landed on those shores
and planted the cross there. Xavier
was led to Japan by a Japanese fugitive
whom he bad baptized in India. Phe-
nomenal success attended his labors,
and those of the other priests who fol-
lowed him, his own term of residence
lasting two and & half years. Ere long
converts began to enter the Church at
the rate of 10,000 a year, coming from
all classes of society—noblemen, Budd
hist priests, scholars and peasants. By
the year 1582 there were 138 Jesuits
missionaries in Japan, a larger number
than are there at the present time, and
the Christians numbered more than
60,000, Twenty years later the num-
ber had passed the million mark, despite
the beginnings of persecution. At this
period splendid embassies were sent by
Ohristian princes of Japan to the Pope
at Rome.

Japanese politics, the enmity of Bud-
dhists . . . oreated an antagonism
to the Church which was first mani-
fested in 1587. . . The fires of per-
secution smouldered until 1506, when
they broke out flercely. All the auth-
ority of the Government was exerocised
to blot out Christianity. The most in-
genious methods were devised to dis-
cover Christians and to cause them to
recant. Thousands were imprisoned,
slain by the sword, or orucified.

By the close of the seventeenth cen-
tury the Cburch which the Roman
Oatholic missionaries had reared
throughout the islands at the expense
of immeasurable devotion and sacrifice,
bhad disappeared. Its buildings had
been destroyed and its ontward signs
obliterated. So far as men counld see,
Ohristianity had perished utterly from
Japan.

Before Japan was opened to com.
merce with the world by Commodore
Perry's mission the Pope sent & band
of missionaries to the Loo Choo Islands
to awalt and prepare for the day when
the Ohuroh could re enter Japan.
With the signing of the treaties in
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in the port cities of Yokohama and
Nagasaki, a Chuarch being bailt in the
former city in 1862,
a Church was dedicated in Nagasaki,
which had been a Christian stronghold | ¢
before the persccution, to the wemory
of the 26 martyrs who had suffered
death in that city in 1597,

event, for which Pope Pius IX. pro
claimed a special feast, to be celebrated
perpetnally in Japan, under the title
of “The Finding of the OChristians.”
On that occasion, t
and joy of the officiating priest thoun

welcome the missionary and to acknow-
ledge themselves to be Christians.

found that familles had preserved cer:
tain prayers and the rite (saerament) of
baptism, and a few Christian books
and emblems.
was done were most ingenious.
times crosses and pictures of the Vir-
gin were placed in shrines and then
locked. Over the door of the shrine
was placed a warning that it must
never be opened. 'Here for two cen-
turies Christian and heathen worshiped,
the latter, of course, all ignorantly.
Certain of these shrines, became, with
the passage of time, favorice places of
worehip, and as clear belief passed into
dim tradition, nobcdy knew definitely to
whom these shrines were erected, or
why.
deities have since proved to be Chrie-
tian personalities !
opening of many shrines
years has the real nature of their con-
tents been discovered.

history has several bearings, but at the
present critical period in Japan's re-
ligious life it is an important evidence
to the fidelity of the Japanese char-
acter.
native Christians will hold out should
missionaries depart have only to read
this unparalleled page of the Church's
annals to learn a lesson in heroism and
steadfastness
than thrilling.

the coming of the missionaries, the
Christians openly avowed themselves.
But in 1868 the present Emperor reit
erated the
edicts, in the following proclamations :

strictly prohibited.
sons should be reported to the proper
officers and rewards will be given.”
 With respect to the Christian sect,
the existing prohibition must be strict
ly observed.
prohibited.”

refused to forswear their faith were
again called upon to pass through the
fires of persecution.
and imprisoned and tortured to the

Tharee years later

Within a month occurred a dramatic

to the ama

The persistence of the faith, despite
hese two centuries of persecution, is
ittle short of miraculons. It was

The ways in which this
Some-

-

Some of the favorite Japanese

Oaly with the
in recent

This momentous chapter of religious
Those who question whether the

that is nothing less

RENEWAL OF PERSECUTION.
Lulled into a sense of security by

ancient anti-Christian
“ The eovil sect called Christian is
Suspicious per-

Evil sects are strictly

For several years the Christians who

They were exiled

pumber of more than six thousand—two
thousand again paying *‘ the last full
measure of devotion,”” Full relizgious
liberty was granted, however, in 1873,
and since then the Roman Catholic
Church has made remarkable progress in
Japan, especially among the poor and
lowly, to whom it has particularly min-
istered.
There are 243 Roman Catholic mis-
sionaries in Japan, all members of the
Society of Jesus, and practically all
French. Some antagonism was shown
to them during the late war, because
of France's alliance with Russia, but
this was generally overcome by the
tact of the missionaries themselves.
The self-sacrifice and zeal of these
men is praised by everybody. A
frequent subject of remark is the
manner in which they share the
poverty of the patives among whom
they live. One of the Fathers himself
says on this point :
*The mission requires that its work-
ers shounld live according to the pre-
cepts of evangelical poverty, and so,
aside from lodging, it allows only 23
yen ($11.50) a month to European mis
sionaries. It is misery to those who
have no private means. Nevertheless,
there are several who must content
themselves with this pittance and live
on such modest resources, Strange to
relate, it is just these last who succeed
best in evangelization. The Japanese
people, being themselves poor, listen
more readily to an apostle who lives a
life of privation than to one who has a
modest competence.’’
Repeatedly I have heard the contrast
made between the style of living adopt-
ed by the Roman Catholics and that of
the Protestant missionaries, and always
in tavor of the former.
Of Roman Catholic churches in Japan
—usually more prep ing in app
ance than the Protestant—there are 145,
with 385 preaching stations in addition.
The membership is now 60,000, minister
ed to by 243 missionaries, 119 of whom
are priests and 124 nuns. There are 33
Japanese priests and 269 native helpers.
In publication and in education the
Roman Oatholic miesion in Japan lags
far behind others, although it has three
boys' schools, with an enrollment of
800 pupils, and 6 girls’ schools, with
500 pupils. In direct evangelization,
the figures already given show the
creditable work of the Fathers. Bat it
is in works of charity and philanthropy
that the Roman Catholics lead all other
religious bodies in Japan. All the
Protestant missions together have 18
orphanages and homes, with 393 in-
mates, while the Jesuits have 1,152
inmates in 14 institutions. Of hos
pitals and dispensaries the Pro-
testants have 13, and the Ro-
man Catholics the same pum-
ber. The former treated last year 600
¢ in " patients, with no figures given
for * out ' patients ; the Catholics
treated 200 * in "’ patients, and the
enormous total of 49,650 * out’’
tients, Prominent among the chari-
ties of the latter must be mentioned the
leper hospitals at Gotemba and Kuna-
moto. In visiting the hospitals and
the sick the missionaries are tireleas.
In & word, I may sum up the present
situation with respect to Roman Catho-
lic missions by saying that while from
preference they work quietly and in
obacurlty, hki!\g no vacations, doin
no advertising, I have found substant!

1858 these men took up their residence

door.

try !

Deous,"’

They
at the
of Sadness
Joseph
called him * O Yaso Samana yo fu,”
the adoptive father of the Lord.

In the midst of this volley of ques-
tions footsteps were heard ; immedi-
tely all dispersed.
newcomers were recognized,
turned, laughing at their fright.
“Taey are all people of our village,”
said.
hearts as we have.”’

¢ However, we had to separate for
fear of awakening the suspicions of
the officials whose visit we feared. On
Maundy Thursday and Goed Friday,
April 13 and 14, 1865, fifteen hundred
people visited the church at Nagasaki.
The presbytery was invaded ;
faithful took the opportunity to satisly
their devotion before the crucifix.
During the early days of May the
missionaries learsed of the existence of
two thousand five hundred Christians
scattered in the neigborhood of the
city. On May 15 there arrived dele-
gates from an island vot very far from
After a short interview we dis-
missed them, detaining only the cate-
chist and the leader of the pilgrimage.
The catechist, named Peter, gave us
the most valuable information.
say that his formula for baptism does
not differ at all from ours, and that he
pronounces it very distinetly. He de-
clares that there are many Christians
left up and down all over Japan.
cited in particular one place where
there are over cne thousand families.
He then asked about the Great Chief
@f the Kingdom of Rome, whose name
he desired to know.
that the Vicar of Christ, the saintly
Pope Pius IX., would be very happy
to learn the consoling news given us by
himself and his countrymen, he gave
full expression to his joy.
less, before leaving he wished to make
quite sure that we were the true suc-
ces:ors ol the ancient missionaries.

“ Have you no children ? "’ he asked

St.

they

in every part of Japan I have visited ;
and noxhere have I heard aught said of
them, by Protestants or by Japanese,
other than in terms of praise.

FINDING

The ‘‘dramatic event'’ of 18065, so
briefly referred to by Mr. Ellis, is the
subject of a wondrous ‘narrative by M.
Bernard Petitjean, a native of France,
who, haviug
Foreign Missions in Paris, was sentout
to Japan in 1860,
sionary, whose name will ever be in-
dissolubly bound up with the history
of the Japanese Chareh, built the me-
morial edifice at Nagasaki,
Fioding of the Christians’’ he says :
On March 17, 1865, about
fifteen persons were standing at the
church door.
angel guardian, I went and opened the
I had scarce time to say a
¢ Pater '’ when three women, between
Afty and sixty years of age, knelt down
beside me and said in a low voice,
placing their hande upon their hearts :
* The hearts of all of us here do not
differ from yours."

¢ Indeed "’
do you come 2"’
They mentioned their village, add-

THE

ng

here.

timidly.

** At home everybody is the same as
we are.’’
Blessed be Thou, O my God! for the
happiness which dlled my soul.
a reward for five years of barren minis-
I was obliged to answer all their
questions, and to talk to them of ** O
““ O Yaso Sama '’ and “Santa
Maria Sama,’”’ by which names they
designated God, Jesus Christ and the
Blessed Virgin.
of the Madonna’and the Child, recalled
Christmas to them, which they said they
had celebrated in the eleventh month.-
asked me

seventeenth day of the time

“ You and all your brethren, Chris-
tian and heathen, of Japan, are all the
chiliren whom God has given to us,
Other children, we cannot have.
priest must, like the first apostles, re-
main all his life unmarried.”

At this reply Peter and his compan-
fon bent their heads to the ground and
cried out:
Thank God !"’
Next day an entire Ohristian village
invited a visit from the missionaries.
Two days later 600 more Christians
sent a deputation to Nagasaki.
June 8 the missionaries had learned of
the existence of 25 OChristian settle-
ments and 7 * baptizers ’ were put in-
to direct relation with them.
Thus—says M. Launay—in spite of
the absence of all exterior help, with-
out any sacraments—except baptism—
by the action of God in the first place,
and in the next place, by the faithful
transmission in families of the teaching
and the example of the Japanese Chris-
tians and martyrs of the /sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, the sacred fire of
the true faith, or spark of this fire,

bad remained concealed in a country
tyrannized over by a governmeunt, the
m st despotic and the most hostile to
the Ohristian religion,- - Philadelphia
oF Standard and Times,

THE CHRISTIANS,"

——

A POETIC LITURGY.

Rev. Charles M, Caroll, D. D

ol Soe
jolned_the Sosisty of The poetic principle pervades the en-
tire liturgy of the Church. KEach suc:
ceeding Sunday unfolds some new mys-
tery of the God-man's life on earth, un-
til on Ascension Day we stand in spirit
on the summit of Mount Olivet, and
thence behold Him taken from us into
Heaven. However, 1t is particularly
during Holy Week that the poetry of
Mother Church reaches the highest
point of excellence.

On Palm Sunday we actually partiei

pate in a procession commemorating
the triumphal entry of our Lord into
Jerusalem ; bearing Palm branches in
our hands, we sing joyous hosannas to
the Son of David, the King Who cometh
in the name of the Lord.
On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
evenings are chanted the Lamentations
of Jeremias during the office called
Tenebrae, or Darkness. The versicles
and responses are so arranged during
His passion so that [lis words of re-
proach and sorrow may excite in us
feelings of repentance for onr many
sins. On good Friday the sombre drap-
ings and the vestments of deepest
mourcing, the desolate aitar and the
open tabernacle, the plaints of mourn-
ing and the cries of woe, give evidence
of the great grief of the widowed bride
of Christ. The history of His sufferings
is recited in Gregorian chant; and when
the last words on the cross have been
uttered, we prostrate oursclves in sor-
row and meditate on the death of the
Son of God., We are in spirit at the
foot of the eross on Calvary, amid the
darkness and the glecom, weeping with
Mary and John and Magdaler, strik
ing our breasts like the many that
were there, and confessing with the
centurion that this man is truly the
Son of God.

But darkness does not always last ;
our woe must become less intense.
Did He not give a promise saying that
on the third day He would rise again ?
In the very midst of our grief, Mother
Church allows us to catch a glimpse of
Easter day ; for on Holy Saturday the
tidings of the Resurrection are com-
municated, the allelulia is entoned,
and we are told that Mary Magdalen
and the other Mary have gone to see
the sepulchre.

This illustrious mis-

Of ‘““The
2:30 some

Urged no doubt by my

I exclaimed. ** Whence

What

The view of the statue

if we were not

(i. e, Lant). Nor was
unkpown to them ; they

But as soon as the
all re-

“ They have the same

the

EARTH'S VOICES.

A striking symbol of the voice of
poor and humble and suffering ones
of earth—a voice ever raised to God,
in whom is their Airmest hope and their
truest consolation — Is quoted by Mr.
Reginald Balfour in the current Dublin
Review, from M. Rene Bazin's latest
volume, ‘'Qaestions Litteraires et Soci-
ales'’ :

“One of my friends having made an
ascent in a balloon at eleven o'clock
at night, I asked him what impressed
him most strongly. ‘The moment when
the balloon began to rise ?'—*‘No,’ he
said. ‘The town with its lights all
merging in each other, and becom
ing like golden powder or a section
of the Milky Way’?— ‘Again, No.'—
‘What, then? '—'The [strongest impres-
sion I received,’ said my friend, ‘was
that of the swiftness with which the
noises of earth dwindle and fade. At
400 yards above the earth we scarcely
heard the voices of men or the roar
of trains along the railway. At 700
yards the silence is complete ; the ear
can distinguish only one song and that
rises perhaps as far as the stars.’
‘What song is that ?'I asked.- ‘The song
of the grasshoppers hidden in the
grass!’"’

*“‘Have we not here a symbol ? Does
not this song of the grasshoppers figure
the voice of the poor and humble,
which alone penetrates the night of
Heaven, which alone mounts on high to
reach One who pities and can do justice to
starved souls cryiog aloud amid the
restlessness and trouble of the world?
I am persuaded that one day, which
the youngest among us will assuredly
see, there will begin an epoch of restor-
ation. I am persuaded that the young-
est among us will witness that mar-
vel—the reconstruction of Christian
France. It is already in preparation,
one might almost say begun as the
flower is begun in the seed which
the earth still covers,but which begins
already to put forth a shoot.”

It is to the high credit of M. Brazin, a
writer of singular distinction and charm,
that his books are well calculated to
encourage a return to those Christian
traditions which constituted the har-
mony and amenity of French life in the
ages of vital Christianity.—Ave Maria.
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Grippe or Influenza, whichever you like
to call it, is one of the most weakening
diseases known.

Scott’s Emulsion, which is Cod
Liver Oil and Hypophosphites in easily di-
gested form, is the greatest strength-builder
known to medical science.

It is so easily digested that it sinks into
the system, making new blood and new fat,
and strengthening nerves and muscles.

Use Scort’s Emulsion after
Influenza.
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tollc Delegation,
AWO%L:wn. June 18th, 1906,

%o the Kditor of the CATHOLIC RECORD,
London, Onb.

Dear 8ir,—Sinoe coming to Canada I have
h.-’u reader of your paper. 1 have noted
with satisfaction that ivisdirected with intelll-
and ability, and, above ail, thab it {8 im-
with a strong Cathollc spirit. It strenu-
ously defends Csrhollc principles and righus,
aad stands firmly by the teachings aud author-
4y of the Churoh, at the ssme Lime promoting
she best interests of the country.

Pollowing these lines 1t has done a great deal
good for the welfare of religion and coun-
%y, and it wil do more and more, as ite
lesome Influence reaches more Cathollo

8.
1, therefore, earnestly recommend 1t to Cath-
tHip tamilies.
ith my blessing on your work, and best
wiahes for its continued success,
Yours very slnce;t;)l‘yt:n Cl;rllinl'mnnn
Archbishop o 5
s Apostollc Delegate.

UNIVERBITY OF OTTAWA.
Ottawa, Canads, March 7th, 1800.
Fo the Kditor of THr CATHOLIC RECORD,
London, Ont :

Dear 8ir: For some time past I have read
gour eatimable paper, THE CATHOLIC RRECORD,
snd copgratulate you upon the mauner in
which it is published.

It matter and form are both good ; and a
suly Catholicspirit pervadesithe whole.

Therefore, with pleasure, I can recommend

%0 the faithful.

Blessing you and wishing you success,
Belleve me to remain, .
Yours falthfully in Jesus Christ
t D FaLconio, Arch. of Liarisss,
Apost. Deleg.

Loxnpon, Suun}n{ ‘Mar. 23, 1007,

AN EXCELLENT PASTORAL,

We have received from a kind friend
the able pastoral on education by the
Bishop of Superior, Wisconsin, U. 8. A,
It 1s beside the question, and somewhat
out of place, to express regret at the
unfrequent visita—few and far between
—which pastorals pay the Church in
Ontario. This makes more welcome one
which is replete with learning and
seal, The subject of the pastoral is so
important and absorbing that it must
claim special attention far beyond the
lwits of those to whom it was ad-
dressed. We cannot do justice by a
synopsis ; for every sentence is a link
in a golden chain. To omit one link is
to break the chain. Itsleading charac
teristic is historical, without forgetting
the doctrine and’ philosophy of educa-
tlon so frequently enunciated by the
teaching of the Church and insisted upon
by the various Pontiffs of the Holy
See. Starting from the initial mission,
which we are glad to see the Bishop
emphasizing as & teaching mission, he
lays down the proposition that the
Church has by divine appointment been
constituted the greatest educational
power in history. Through the ages
the Church has been true to this sublime
trust. Beginning at Jerusalem she
* has developed and adapted her system
to the changing times and ciroum-
stances.’’

¢ Parochial or common schools, and
episcopal or High schools, can be de-
monstrated to have cxisted as early as
the second ocentury. Councils and
aynods made them obligatory upon
priests and Bishops, and we can con-
clude, with sufficient certainty, that
these schools were established when-
ever a diocese or parish was organized.
With the convents there were connected
schools for those who wished to adopt a
religious vocation as well as for such as
remained in the world. Societies were
founded, whose object it was, beside the
work already done in convents, to mul-
tiply books, to conduct schools and
make education, common and higher,
acocessible to all. The missionaries
carried to the savages not only the
tidings of the gospel, but also the
trades and arts and sciences of civiliza-
tion. When the pagan Prussians had
been won over to Christianity, Pope
Honorious, anxious to erect schools
smong them, appealed to the Danes
for funds, Schools were common
throughout Italy in the fiith century.
Abbot Guibert of Nogent, 1124, testifies
that there was no city or town without
a school. Ireland early in the middle
ages bore the title of the Island of
Saints as well as of scholars. From
Ireland learning passed into England
and Scotland, and to some extent also
into the continent. Florence in the
thirteenth century, with a population
of 90,000, had 12,000 children in its
schools, Scotland as well as France
in the Afteenth century had schools in
every considerable town ; in Germany
a oonservative estimate places the
number of schools in that century at
40,000, At the same time there were
in Europe about 100 Catholic univer-
sities, some of which, among them the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge
in England, exist to the present day.’’

Furthermore, the Church from the

very beginning has had s theory of
education. She is opposed to sc-called
naturalism * which considers man natur-
ally good, evil coming only from with-
out.”” This system, neglecting as it
does the supernatural, leads to rational”
ism and exposes to the corrupting
dangers of excessive humanism. The
Church is exposed to extreme national-
ism, ‘‘ because all men are members ol
one family, and the individual does not
exist for the State, but the State for
the individual.”” And since utilitarian-
ism is devoid of ideals and so material-
istic that it attacks the immortality of
the soul the Church rejects this system
of philosophy. Christ is the ideal both
in His heavenly dootrine and His trans-
cendant example. Religion, therefore,
has been the fnndamental principle in
education, the pivot about which it
torns. The spirit that rules in the
education of the child will rule in the
life of the man or woman. In the school
is given the decision for life ; whether
the child will recognize his own dig-
nity, created as he is for God, or seek
satisfaction in baser things. *‘ Thia is
the battle that has divided mankind at
all times into two factions, and in this
conflict a school cannot be indifferent.”’

*“ An education without religion can-
not becalled neutral or only negative
in its attitude to faith; it must make
against religion; it is a falsehood, a
deception practiced upon the child.
The child is a rational being, the child
observes and judges; its observations
are olten more acute, its judgments
often more correct than those of
maturer intelleots. The explanation is
not far to seek. Life implies much
that cannot bear the scrutiny of reason;
social life imposes many obligations
that have not the sanction of reason,
for social life to a great extent is built
npon appearances and pretentions, so
that it has become a proverb: One
must do in Rome as the Romans do ;
reason, silenced so often, finally holds
its peace. Not so with the child ;
with it, reason still possesses its fresh-
ness, its ingenuousness, its directness.
What an impression now, must an edu-
cation without religion or with an occa-
sional mention of the eternal truths
make upon the child? What must it
judge wnen it beholds that all the time
is devoted to secular branches, and
after that, perhaps once a week, one
speaks to 1t of God, of the eternal sal-
vation of its soul? What can it con-
clude, what is the logical inference
other thau this that the world must be
its first courideration, and the ralva-
tion of its soul is only of secondary im-
portance ; that all its endeavor must be
bent npon ruccess in this world, and
this being sccomplished and time per-
mitting, 1t might give a thought to its
soul ; that finaily in comparison with
this world, oternity may be regarded
lightly ?"

His Lordship answers the objection
frequently urgad against Catholie
schools that they are mere safeguards
for the protection of the Church, and
that the only subject taught in them is
catechism. That the Catholic schools
are not inferior to the Pablic schools
has becn proven time and again and
ackncwledged by superintendents and
fnspeotors without number. The pas-
toral quotes significantly from President
Eliot of lHarvard, who writes, ‘' that the
educationa! system of the United States
has not solved any of the great prob-
lems that trouble the country at the
present time."" Seeing such testimony,
knowing its importance aud through a
filial desire to comply with the Couneil
of Baltimcre the Bishop promulgates
his educational policy, of insisting as
far as practicable upon a school
along with every church. All his in-
fluence as well as all his episcopal
authority is to be brought to bear with
prudence and firmnesa upon this most
important element in his high trust.
And in order that his flock may under-
stand the question of education better,
instructions upon the subject were
ordered to be given in the various
churches of the whole diocese.

GOOD FRIDAY.

Of all the days in the year ; nay, in
all the oycle of time, the one day is
Good Friday. Around the Cross clus-
ter all the centuries, and history must
bo read in the lurid light of Calvary’s
crimson sky. All mankind have passed
by the lifeless form of Him Who hung
in death upon that wooden tree. Ile is
there still for generations yet unborn.
Some have looked upon Him in doubt
and scorn ; others in faith and loving
sympathy ; all in wonder at the death
which is more mysterious than His
life. What think ye of the Christ ?
This is the yuestion, which men were
asking when He was walking in and
out amongst them. It is a still move
earnest question, as standing near the
Blessed Mother we watch the sacred
Head droop, and see the life of Him,
Who is our Life, ebb slowly away. His
miracles were wonderful and He spake
as One having authority. But, O His
death | It was by far the most won
derful of all. Calvary is the mount of
myrrh—and reador dear, wherever you
are, with falth in heart and burning
love in soul, go to that mountain of
myrrh, the most fragrant spot in the
road of our Blessed Lord’s earthly life.
A crushed flower exhales the sweetest
perfume. So from the dying form and
the bleeding wounds of Jesus comes the
strongest odor of the three and thirty
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years, What love is this that gives it-
self to death for ns! What divine
charity in His first words : ** Father
forgive them !'”” What unconquered
patience in His weary languishing for
three hours ! What deep humiliation
for Him, the Master of Life, to go
down to death amidst the jecers of the
tauntirg mob yelling into His ears that
He could not save Himself. O the
depth and height of His love! All
this for each of us, It uatters not how
many there are. He died for all. Yet
it is all for each of us, as if we were
each one alone with Him. Wounded
hands and feet, pierced side, thorn-
crowned head, glassy eye—all for us.
At what a dreadfal price we are
bought ! If this be done to the green
wood what will happen to the dry?
8in nowhere appears so dreadful as
standing before the Cross. In » way
it is wo se than the judgment seat ;
for it must sink there in its own guilt
and bumiliation. But of all the spots
on earth, this hill of myrrh is the only
refuge and sanctuary sin can find. No
where, even when He pardoned the
sinner of the city and the man sick of
the palsy Is Jesus so much Jesus as
upon the Crose. There must we rest in
sorrow for our part in it all, and in hope
that, notwithstanding our base ingrati-
tude, He will spare us, There must we
spend the watches of the Passion in re
paration for others, and especially for
8o many, who, forgetting its great sor-
rowful memory, turn it into a day of
recreation and pleasure. It is the one
day of our life we have to live. All
our life must be spent with eyes and
heart and mind's attention and will's
firm purpose fixed upon the Cross.
With 8t. Thomas of Aquin there must
we learn God and cur own soul, its
price, its dignity and its destiny.
e m—
THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN ON
LENT.

In its issue of the Gth inst., the
Christian Guardian timidly and faintly
advocates Lent—not Lent in the gocd
old style., That savors too much of
Rome, or to use the Guardian’s sanc-
timonions language: ‘‘It bas become
assoclated with a few trifling obser
vances, and a great deal of supersti
tion.”” The kind of Lent which it pro-
poses to introduce is tentative—a little
self-denial and crucifixion of the flesh—
all for our Zcountry, the province of
Quebec especially. It may be asked
by some curious reader why this great
means of spiritual good has never be-
fore been employed, and why :it is pro-
posed at the present time. The reason
given is that there was danger of lean-
ing towards Rome. It was no matter
how poor people might need fasting
and self-denial. One evil was far
worse, the danger of them turning
Romewards. It is not a question of
truth and sound discipline. It is not
the case of imitating the forty days’
fast of our Blessed Lord, or a more
immediate preparation for the commem.
oration of His Sacred Passion and
Death. It is_all anxiety lest by fasting
and prayer their Church members will
seek the fold where from the beginning
Lent has been practised and where it
has had a meaning. A Church that
makes a practice of having socials and
other amusements on Good Friday, and
turns that day of sorrow into a day of
sensual enjoyment does well to start a
little Lent of its own. It is not a bit
too soon. We can assure The Guar-
dian that fasting does elevate the mind
and is of service to those spiritually

inclined. But fasting is only a
means. The end is Rome. No-
where else can be found the

power to establish Lent, or substitute
some gentle tax upon the sonl or body
of those weaker children who cannot
fast. There is no reason for fearing
Rome. But if ever reason existed the
time is at hand. On no other hill than
the Vatican rises the beacon light or
sounds the single note of unity. On no
other hill stands the Cross of Good
Friday with its crimson tide undimmed
and its all-atoning expiation poured
upon a guilty world. Gospel and
practice, feast and fast, Good Friday
and Easter Sunday, death and resurrec-
tion, fird in Rome alone, their nndying
remembrance and their sanctifying in-
fluence. Far away from the great
truths and practices which Lent and
its associations inculcate have souls
been led by the marsh-light of senti-
mental Methodism. Few may retrace
their steps. But the thoughtful and
the earnest will ever be the few. And
when they lay aside prejudice and give
themselves to be led by the spirit into
the desert, it is easy to see whither
they will go and where they will end.
They must end where creed is un-
changed and unity undisturbed, and
sacraments unchecked in the great
channels of grace.

Jesus Christ declares that it is prin.
cipally by the fealty with which we
shall obey this commandment of charity
that we shall be recognized as having
His Spirit, and being His disciples,
‘“ By this thall all men know that you
are My disciples, it you have love for
one another,’’ (St John xili, 35.)

PROTESTANT SYMPATHY WITH
THE FRENCH CHUROH.

In & sermon d;l_l;ered recently by
the Rev., James L. Stone, the pastor of
St. James' Protestant Episcop:1 Chuarch,
Chicago, the preacher declared that
¢ heroism of an exalted character has
been shown by the Catholic elergy in
the conflict between Church and State
in France, and I have no doubt that the
Roman Catholic Church will nltimately
come forth victorious frcm that con-
fliet.”

Continuing, the rev. gentleman said :

¢ Into the merits of the dispute be
tween the State and the Church, I do
not choose to enter, but I may observe
that if the State in this country were
to elaim the ownership of the churches
we worship in, the vestwents, books,
and other accessories we use in divine
worship, or to inslst that we should use
them only by the permission of the
State, there is not a priest or congre-
gation in the land which would not re-
sist.
¢ I know that some will say that the
Church should obey the law of the
land ; but there are times when it is
better to obey God rather than man, and
a Government which refuses to recognize
a God can scarcely be said to rule
by divine rigkt. Others will exult at
the advoarsity which has befallen tke
French Church, Such people deserve
our pity. They are beyond our under-
standiog. If a country be better with-
out a God, without religion, withoot
worship : if infidelity is better than
Christianity, there is nothing more to
be said. But I say : all praise to those
French priests who have determined
not to forget God, and who have sacri
ficed their all for Him, and who
stand out alone, awaiting His com-
mendation and the verdiet of the na-
tions. They may have long to wait,
but they will win,”’

I is pleasant to know that while
thore are a number of Protestant
clergy of various denominations who
operly «xpress their gratification at
the violent persecution which is being
waged on the Church in France, there
are many, who, like the Rev. Mr. Stope,
openly declare their contempt for the
French Atheists who have undertaken
to wage war against the Christian
religion ; for it must be borne in mind
in the present condition of affairs
that this is the character of the war-
fare which is being carried oo in that
unhappy country. Naturally such a
warfare there seems to be carried on
almost entirely against the Catholic
Church, but this is because the Protest-
ant denominations have but few ad-
herents in the nation, whereas the
Catholic Church comprises the great
msajority of the people outside of those
who are actually non-believers in any
creed.

The Rev. Mr, Stone's remarks are on
the same lines with those of severa
members of the Arglican and Protest-
ant Episcopal clergy of Canada and the
United States, including Bishops Du-
moulin, of Hamilton, Ont., and Cadmon,
of Maine, the latter of whom prescribed
a form of prayer to be recited in the
churches of his diocese for the safe
passage of the OChurch of France
through the serious trials under which
she is at present suffering. We have
already given in our columns the sub-
stance of what these prelates have said.

We have not space for all that has
been said on this subject, but we may
give here a very sympathetic extract
froma letter which appeared recently in
theLiving Church of Chicago,the princi-
pal the organ of the Protestant Episcopal
Church of the West. The writer is the
Rev. John Williams, a pastor of that
Church, having charge of a parish of
Omaha, Neb. This gentleman says :

¢ It is extremely difficult for me to
understand how it is possible for any
Christian man to take position in sup-
port of the French Government against
the Church of France. Yet some of
your correspondents do take that posi-
tion, some jauntily, some otherwise.

“ The Church should obey the State.
It it does not, so much the worse for
the Church! It deserves what is
coming toit! All it needs do is just to
ask permission of an Infidel, if not an
atheistical Government to worship God,
and it will have no trouble!

¢ Yes, that sounds strangely familiar.
Sixteen or seventeen hundred years
ago, Christians were told that all they
had to do was to throw just one small-
est grain of incense npon the altars of
the gods— Venus, Bacchus, Aphrodite ;
and they would not be sent to the
lions. It was the law of the State,
otherwise the arena was their end. . .

“The French Government has as-
sumed possession of all the property :
the schools, the churches, the sacred
vessels, the Holy Eucharist Itself. . .
1t ofters to loan or to rent the Church’s
own property to the Church on con-
dition that what we would call a vestry
is formed to receive it, and that rent
is paid the Government for their use.

“Obey the law ! God forbid! What
coward Anglican would obey such a
law were it passed in Epgland ?

¢ The State did not build the churches
of France. It did not endow them.
It did not build the houses of the
clergy. It did not give the sacred
vessels of the altar. Yet it takes pos-
session of all, . . . thenit offers to
rent them on condition that the Church
shall recognize its right of possession
of these sacred things !

¢ Out upon the miserable bigotry
that can sneer at the persecuted Church
of France because it does not submit
to the miserable Nebuchadnezzars of
France to obey the law.”

The living Church spoke similarly on
its own behalf. Catholics will certainly
appreciate gratefully these earnest and

honest expressions of sympathy with
their suffering brethren in a country
which ought to conduot iteelf in & mav-
per befitting the title it earned in
past years as ** the eldest daughter of
the Chureh.”

s——m————

THE FRENCH CRISIS.

The condition of aflairs in France
since our last account thervof has not
serionsly changed. The hierarchy still
refuse to accept the leases of churches
under conditions which would decatho-
licize the church by nationalizing it,
and hence they do not submit to the
condition that no foreign priests shall
be placed in charge of French parishes.
The State has declared that it will have
nothing more to do with the Church.
Why, then, should it interfere with the
nationality of the clergy ? The lact
that a priest is a German, or an English-
man, or an Irishman,or an American, is
no obstacle to his preaching the Word
of God in the spirit intended by Christ,
and though our Lord and Master
selected Galileans as the twelve apostles
who were to preach His Gospel to all
nations, their commission was not re-
stricted within the boundaries of any
nation, but extended to all :

** Going, therefore, teach all nations,
teaching them to cbserve all things
whatsoever I bave commanded you ;
and behold I am with yoa all days, even

to the consummation of the world.”
(St. Matt. xxviii. 20. )

* He said to them, go ye into the
whole world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.”” (8t. Mark, xvi. 15.)

According to the new theology of
Messrs. Clemenceau and Briand, our
Lord has no authority to send His
Apostles beyond the boundaries of
Galilee, or, at all events, beyond the
ancient kingdom of Israel ; neverthe-
less they obeyed His commandment,
and we find them preaching in India,
Greece and Africa to the nations that
knew not God. When the eivil auth-
orities at Jerusalem *‘‘ charged them
‘to speak no more in the Name of
Jesus . . . nor to teach in His
Name,” Peter and John, answering,
sald to them, * if it be just in the sight
of God to hear ycu rather than God,
judge ye. For we cannot but speak
tae things which we have seen and
heard.’”’ (Acts iv. 16-20.)

In the same sense is the French
Government answered by the Episco-
pate ; and it cannot be otherwise, else
all missions to the heathen must cease,
such as those to China, Japan, Africa,
ete.

One despatch from Rome tells us
that the aunthorities of the Vatican
deny emphatically a semi-official an-
nouncement of the French Government
that Mgr. Montagnini, the ex-
pelled secretary of the Papal Nan-
clature, was active in trying to pre-
vent the visit of King Alfonso ef Spain
to Paris. We can well believe
that the Government speaks here with
its usual disregard of truth. Why does
it not make public the documents
which prove this, as it already threat-
ened to do in regard to proofs that
Mgr. Montagnini was engaged in a
conspiracy for the overthrow of the
Republic, and a re-establishment of
monarchy in France ? The reason is
evidently because there are no such
documents in existence.

We are also told that the Vatican
authorities assert that they could prove
easily that France endeavored to in.

| fluence Spain to follow the pattern set

by France in order to embarrass the
Holy Father. We shculd not be sur-
prised at this conduct on the part of
the men who have the destinies of
France now in their hands, but we do
not believe the semi-official statement
of the press reporters that they have
heard such things from the Vatican
authorities, who are very ocautious
about what they assert, taking care
not even to divulge truths of which
they have become aware through diplo-
matic intercourses, when they know that
it would be inconsistent with pub-
lic policy to make such things
known, The diplomatists of the
Vatican are proverbially carefo)
on these points, and it is a proof that
they have been cautious in regard to
the French crisis, inasmuch as the re-
porters have generalized the matter by
speaking of *‘ the Vatican authorities’’
instead of naming the authorities who
have given them the opportunity of
making their statement. Surely all the
Vatican authorities are not involved in
the communication supposed to have
been made to the Roman correspondent.
The inference to be drawn from so
general a statement is, therefore, that
none of them betrayed the secret in
question,

Another matter on which the corres-
pondents claim that the Vatican auth-
orities were leaky was that France had
been plotting against England and
Italy, and had endeavored in divers
ways to embarrass the Pope. We are
satisfied that the correspondents were
merely giving street gossip as anthentio
information.

[lasapeses ———
A sunny cherrful heart changes a

world ‘'of gloom into a paradise of
beauty.

il
JOHN ALEXANDER Dowg,

On Saturday morning, March 9, dled
that remarkable man, John Alexangey
Dowie, who established at first iy Mel.
bourne, then in California and ¢}
and later in Zion Oity, forty wiley
from Chicago, a Church of hig own
fauey which he called the Christian
Catholie Church.

Dowie was a native of Edinburgp,
Sootland, having been born there jp
May, 1847. He was, therefore, almog
sixty years old when he died last
Satarday. "o w13 for seven yeary g
clerk in & Lusi: :#8 house, and in thj,
occupaticn hi learned the busines
principl.s auich years afterwards made
him, as head of bis religion, one of the
multi millionaires of America.

From 1872 to 1878 he was a Presby.
terian minlster, but in the last nameq
year he made himself president of 3
divine healing association in Me].
bourne, Australia. In 1888 he came to
America where also he sncceeded ip
gaining the confidence of many who re.
garded him as a prophet sent by Gog
and entrusted to him large suwms o
money to be expended in various busi.
ness undertakings for the benefit of the
Church, which meant bimself, as he
took care that these business enter
prises were all conducted umder his
own name.

He was Irequently arrested for vio
lating the laws regarding the care of
the sick as he repudiated all doctors
and drugs, but o extensive was his
healing practice, and so well was he
paid for it that he prospered financislly
notwithstanding that he came ro fre
quently within the grasp of the law,

Zion City was inangurated in 180:
and in 1902 Dowie declared himsel! to
be Elijah the prophet reincarnate or
earth, and in the same year he was
moved by the spirit of God, as he a:
serted, to go with about two thousarn
five hundred of his followers to New
York to hold meetings in Madicon
Square until the city should be con
verted to his belief. The mission was
a total failure, though in the beginnir;
large crowds attended. Thesze soor
fell away, disgusted with the coarsencss
of his talk, but especially his blasphen
ies, and the only result was that ir
return for the ridicule thrown upos
him by the prese, he poured upon al
connected with the press, reporters,
editors, ete., the vilest vituperation,

Some persons who are, no doubt, hon
ost in their belief, have asserted that
Dowie aflfected many cures by his pro-
cess of divine bealing, so-called, but
from the best authorities to which we
have had access his healing powers
were frandulent, and there appears tc
have beep no serious investigation intc
them at any time. In fact there ap-
pear to. have been no real carec
affected by him or his co-laborers fur-
ther than hypnotism, in which he is
said to have been an adept.

Zion oity belonged entirely to Dowie,
with all its industries. Among these
industries lace making appears to have
been the chief and the most profitable
and his success was such that he re-
alized many millions of dollars from al
his enterprises.

Recently he was troubled with &
schism, at the head of which was his
Suoperintendent Voliva whom he had
strengthened by appointing him his
business attorney. He afterwards
withdrew this appointment, and the
disputes incident thereto were not
settled down to the date cf John Alex
ander Dowie’s death. His story is 2
new evidence of the readiness witk
which the public can be duped in this
age of science and invention in every
department of human industry.

It is to be remarked that even hi
own family, his wife and ohildren were,
in the end, among those who repudiated
him as an impostor who had grown
personally rich at the expense of his
dupes and the Church he established.

e=pes————

THE LABORING CLASS.

Our necessities and obflgatlona are
proportionate to the advancement of
civilization. The more this extends
itself the greater become the dutie:
and demands of civilized society. Thie
is gelf-evident, and is particularly true
of Christian civilization, for since the
dawn of Christianity no sge ever passed
that did not have its problems, intel-
lectual, social and moral to encounter
and to solve. The many, the complex
and diverse problems that are foreing
themselves for solution on the minds of
the greatest thinkers of this age, go
clearly and positively to prove that we
are enjoying a civilization far superior
to all the civilizations of the past.
The problems of to-day are the result
of the accumulated wisdom and fool-
ishness of past ages. That the wisdom
has benefited mankind, none will deny,
while fact-proofs may easily be found
to show that the foolishness of men has
wrought much damage to society.

It is not our purpose to deal with all
the problems, intellectual, soclal and
moral that vex the minds of men, this
we willingly leave to philosophers and
socialogists. However, there is one

icagoy

problem, which, on account of its close
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finence on soclety, Jdemards the serious
copsideration of every ran who has at
peart not cnly tbe well being of society
ip general, but also the individual hap-
pinese and comfort of his fellow men,
thegreat majority of whom are destined
and forced to earn their bread in the
sweat of thelr brow.

It there is a noble, God-given mission
in the world, it must be to conscle, to
educate, to elevate these poor, weary,
porny handed sons of labor. The
Church recognizes this fact; it is her
principal duty, for when Christ, to
prove His divinity, ssserted that the
poor bad the Gospel preached to them,
He implicitly told His Church that
they should also be the principal object
of her watohfulness and oare. The
bitterest enemy of the Church will
scarcely deny that in every age the has
always endeavored to better the con
dition of the poor and lowly. In them,
more than in any other, she recognizes
the likenesses of the God-Man and of
His foster-father St. Joseph, who had
to earn their livelibood by the work of
their hands. However, it is far frowm
our mind either to discuss or point out
which among the many different rolig-
jous denominations has done the most
for these beloved ones of Christ, for
these great benefactors of our race.
All that we intend to do is to point out
some of those means which we consider
necessary to promote their social, moral
and intellectual elevation.

And here we wish to state that we are
po advocate of a millenium for the
laborer. We would not favor placing
him in a garden of delights where noth
ing but pleasure would reigu supreme.
Hence, to avoid all misunderstanding,
we think it better to state what the
elevation, which we here advocate, is
pot. It is not that the laborer should
give up work altogether, that he
ghould discard the hammer, sledge
or plow, that the functions of
brain and muscle should cease
and make lifs nothing but a continual
round of gaiety and pleasure. The
sentence prorounced by the divine lips
in the Garden of Eden upon man that
he ** should earn his bread in the sweat
of his brow,”” is uoalterable. And were
it in our power to change it, it would,
in the present order of things, be a
crime against our race to do so. Man
was made to work, the very structure
of his body is argument enough that
God intended he should work, and the
idea that exists among the less educated,
that if our first parents had not trans-
gressed the divine command, we would
now be enjoying anever-ending holiday,
is altogether false. Had Adam not dis:
obeyed God in Eden, bis descendants
wonld have to work just the same, but
then it would be a pleasure and not as
as it now is, a punishment. ‘' Labor
keeps the spirits bright while pleas-
are palls, and idleness is many

gathered miseries in one.’”” Who' has
Charles Lamb? He
compulsory
monotonous life of thirty-five years of
work, defled the chains of habit, and

not heard of

who fretted over his

noble cause, Oaly in the school of
labor can that concentration of mind,

that force of will, that unity of pur-
pose, that perseverance in action, and
that upright character be acquired
which the world in all ages has ever
held in high esteem. The wan who has
never learned to toil is an objact of |
commiseration and pity, for he doos not
know himself ; he may be rich, buvi he
is poorer than the beggar who . 8
from door to door asking a bite t .at.
Centuries ago Saint Augustine sald
that our heart ecould never rest, until
it would rest in God. Hence, strictly
speaking there is no rest in this world,
but whatever semblance of it may be
found here owes I's exiitence and
sweetness to toil.

Then to relieve the great mass of
mankind from labor would be to de-
grade them, for it would dissect and
destroy the body social. Hence, labor
is » means calculated to produce that
intellectual and soclal elevation for
which we contend. It is a Goc-giver
duty, it develops and perfects the
power of man, and brings out the
hidden things which were created for
man’s use and benefit. And whether
it be mental or physical it is a great
good, for it has in itself some of the
charms of the Divinity. It arrests our
attention and excites our admiration,
and in this respect we are forced to say
of the laborer what Sophoc'es sald of
man, ** Wondrous are many things snd
naught more wondrous than the toiler.’
We said that labor is a great good,
in fact it is the only means given us
whereby we might live and make
progress in all the departments of
human activity; for it is not at all pro
bable that God will, without any effort
on our part, give us all the necessaries
of mind and body. When Christ said
¢ ask and it ghall be given unto you ;
seek and you shall find ; knock and it
shall be opened unto you,”” did He
not imply that we should use every
effort, that we should streruously en
deavor with all the powers of our mind
and body to acquire those things which
are necessary, not only for eternity, but
also for our well-being i this life ? In
a word, did He not imply that we should
work ? However, labor, and here we
mean that labor which tires, weakens
and kills the body without instructing
the mind or ennobling the soul, when
made the sole objeet of life is not only

worthy of his digni*y and destiny.

shalt not muz. e the ox that treadeth
out the corn.” And St. Paul writing

To the Jews ~ uld, God sald, ** Thou

to the Ccrinthians quotes that divine
procopt and ssks, *‘Doth God take care
for cxen, or doth he say this indeed for
our sakes ?” Just as if he were to ask:
wore the oxen only the principal objooct
ot concern with God in issuing this
L 221ibition or was it not also meant for
us? Thereis no doubt that the obvious
and literal import of the precept con-
cerned the oxen, but under this literal
meaning there is a mystical meaning
which also contains a divine precept
comwanding that neressary support
should be given, and du: consideration
be had for the working-na:i. Thatsuch
is the case we learn from =:. raul, for
writing to Timothy he again quotes
that divine prohibition and by way of
explanation he immediately adds : *‘ for
the laborer is worthy of his reward.”
And by *‘ reward "’ the apostle does not
mean dollars and cents, he does not
mean a just pecuniary remuneration
only, but he also implies that due con-
sideration and respect should be given
to the working-man, and that a sufficient
relaxation should be allowed him after
his weary hours of tuil have passed.

We believe that it was Ernest Abe
who said that the laborer should work
for only eight hours, that eight hours
should be allowed him for sleep, and
eight hours to feel that he was a man,
or make a man of himself. However,
that may_be, the laborer has & natural
aud moral right, alter bis daily work is
done, to a suflicient ;amount of time
that he may enjoy the pleasures of his
own fireside, the social intercourse of
his fellow-men, and also to utilize all
other means which may be at band, in
order to fill his mind with that knowl-
edge which will make bim a better
man, a more useful citizen, and im-
plant more deeply in his mind the dig
nity of his own nature. It is only when
the working man is muzzled, that is,
when a just wage and due considera-
tion are denied him, that he apparently
becomes a menace to society. And il
at such times the power of united labor
makes itsell felt by silencing the looms
of industry and placing an effective

the employers and not the laborer that

not good, but it is positively harmful. It
is this kind of labor that shounld be un-
qualifiedly condemned not only by
every honest citizen, but by the law
of every civilized land. For it con-
stitutes s deformity in the moral order,
and violates that sense of natural
justice which exists in the soul of every

human being whose senses are not

blunted by the practice of vice.

and to society must have its just pro-

portions, otherwise it becomes a men-
ace to the race, a source of degradation,
Man is the most com-
plex of all God's creatures, so mysteri-
ous is he that philosophers have called
him a little kosmos, a little world in

sin and misery.

Work to be beneficial to the laborer

should be held responsibie for this.
For the *bosses,’ by depriving the
laborer of his just rights, throw insur-
mountable obstacles in the way of his
domestic comfort, his social advance-
ment, and educational progress, there-
by goading him on to deeds of which
his otherwise noble and generous heart
would never dream. This oppression
of the workingman is born of selfishness
which is the fruitfal mother of all in-
justice, sin and misery. It tends to
degrade him and bring him down to_the
level of the brute creation. Who is 8o
blind as not to see that only tyrante,
enemies and corruptors of the race of
man could ever be the inventors and
abettors of such a pernicious and de-

there was a deceptive light in heaven,

yonder fat and hairy man, with the im-
mense abdomen and the short gesticu-
lating flos (s porpoise of a man !) may

himself. He is many-sided for he has &
relationship with the mineral, vegeta:
ble, animal and spiritual kingdoms.
Hence the many cravings which flow
from the complexity of his nature de-
mand a variety of occupation and dis-
cipline (for their proper development.
It is man's soul that differentiates him
from all the rest of creation, it was it
that enabled God to make him master
of the universe, and make all things
subservient to his needs and wants ;
and it is it that gives him, no matter
what his occupation may be, & just title
to fair treatment at the hands of his
employer. The powers of the soul de-
mand as peremptorily something to
nourish them as well as the senses of
the body, and the laborer is shamefally
treated when he is forced to eke out a

proclaimed that positively the best
thing & man can do is nothing. But
how wretched he was when he had his
wish of idleness granted to him! We
know a good many like poor Lamb who
suffer from that tired feeling which
begets a longing for ease and rest, and
who, when they have their wish granted
to them, through some accidental eir-
cumstance, never cease to strain every
nerve to get into the battle of life
again, Idleness is a crime and should
be punishable by law, for it is the fruit-
ful source of many evils, Bat it is also
the grestest punishment that can be
inflicted on any one, for it destroys the
body, degrades the soul, deprives man
of his resson, and finally kills him in
some asylum for the insane apparently
abandoned by God and man.

The

Seeretar;
|

grading folly ?
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* WAR AGAINST CHRIST.”

By VANCE THOMPSON.

Editor's Note,—For the Vatican to
express its views to the world through
other medinms less formal than a Papal
Encyolical is almost ur precedented.
following statement,
from Cardinal Merry del Val, the Papal
y of State, and spiritually, the
in d of 250,000,000

people,
portant con

concluded,

that,

therefore,

is, we believe, the most im-
tribution yet published in
the course of the most tremendous con
test between Church and Sta‘e now
going on in France.
follows : U

Its history is as
pon receipt of Willlam M.
Fallerton's sketch of George Clemen-
oean, the brilliant head of the French
Government, which appeared in the
February issue of this magazine, we
in fairnees,

the

Had Heaven given us the power to | mere animal existence. And what i
bring forth from the rich boscm of the
earth an abundance that would supply
every want, we would not exerocise that
power, for it would dwarf our faculties,
stunt our growth and render our race
contemptible,
Soolety is made up of individuals,
as these are, 80 will society be. The
development of soclety depends on the
growth and energy of the individual.
And these again depend on the deter-
mination of the will to obtain its object
by overcoming the difficulties which
ever and anon meet us in the various
paths of life. This determination of
the will, this battling with difficulties
is what we call effort, which is the
soarce of all progress and which, alone,
can give to the powers of mind and
body that development and perfection
of which they are capable. What
good solid reading and hard study do
for the mind, hard work does for the
body, it develops and strengthens it,
it makes it robust and strong. While
on the contrary, as light reading, sor-
did romances and silly novels weaken
the mind and render it incapable of
sound thought, so in like manner, easy,
pleasant work never yet developed
brawn and sinew, never yet did it pro

degradation of the workingman

selfishness stands for.

ount
march to the sea, when the flowe

geems to smile and feel happy, that
has rested and regained that streng

treasures of its bosom ! 8o it onght

hours have passed away, enough
time and strength should be allow
and left him so that he may be able
lot the sun of the higher life shine

the cause of this oppression and

It is love of money, the love of
honor, it is the insane love to satisfy Merry del Val, the man who, above all
the desires of the flesh and the concu-
piscence of the eyes ; it is all that
Now life for the
laborer no less than for the millionaire
should be like the rest of creation, it
should be like the seasons of the year,
like our fields and flowers and streams,
it shonld have a certain alternation in
it, but an alternation for good. How
beautiful after the dreary winter has
passed, when the snows have gone and
the grass springs up again with greater
freshness and vigor and verdure ;
when the ice-bound streams again give
their rippling notes on their

bloom and the trees again are clothed
with lnxuriant foliage; when all nature
which enables it to give us the rich

be with the laborer when the toilsome

s | Church side of the controversy should
also beset before the American public.
Accordingly, we oabled Mr. Vance
? Thompson to go to Rome and secure, if
possible, an interview with Cardinal

others, is credited with the responsi-
bility for the Pope’s policy of resist-
ance to the latest religious ediots of
the French Government. The article
that follows is the result. Mr. Thomp-
son bas lived in Paris for many years
and is a very well-known writer on for-
eign subjects for American period
fcals. As in other  contribu-
tions to this magazines, the
author speaks by his own authority
and our readers must understand that
such expressions and opinions such as
are recorded here are Mr. Thompson's
own, and do not necessarily involve the
editorial standpoint of Everybody's
Magazine.
THE VOICES AND THE APPETITES.
It was a winter afternoon in the
rs | Chamber of Deputies, there by the
misty Seine in Paris. By a vote of
nearly three to one the representatives
of the French nation turned out the
it | light in heaven.
th
ago a star stood over Bethlehem.

to | gver 1" cried the orator.

od | tought his way to power with the ruth-

to

duce » man capable of suffering for any

upon his soul and bring forth a foliage

That was the pro-
digiovs event. Two thousand years

“ We have put that star out for-

He was Viviani—a desperate lawyer,
of | politician,jjournalist, & socialist who had

less courage of a medieval bravo ; hav-
ing been personally informed of the
in | non-existence of God, he anunounced

and

ope
the
th

ia b

(1)

nerves unstrung and irritated

The shin rids the system of

more urea than the

kidneys ?

Nearly one fifth of the waste products of the body is

eliminated by the skin. Suppose there is some unsuspected,

\ unseen skin trouble—the pores » closed he skin is unable

\ to rid the system of its share of the waste.

hen the blood carries this waste product to the kidneys—

immediately they are verworked—they strain to throw off the

extra load.  What the kidneys can't possibly eliminate, the
blood takes up again and deposits on the nerves.

Then come the dull aches in back, hips and head—the

the urin
highly colored—and you fear you

Nonsense,

What you need is “FRUIT-A-T

e charged with impurities

have * Kidney Trouble.”
Your kidneys are overworked—not diseased.

IVES” to act on the skin.

(or Fruit Liver Tablets)

stand for the type and symbol of them
all—Janres. He is not a man ; ke is a
voice and an wppetite ; lungs and
stomach. By * we '’ Viviani meant all
the voices and appetites that gather

tions are fulfilled
to undo it.

it 1« not

Abstract jistice, how-

round the swill-trough of the state. | for existence knows nothing of moral | of

And wild cheers greeted him.
Old Clemenceau, a little man, smart

and dirty, led the applauze from his fused to pay the peusion.
been all, there had been to day mno re |

place of Prime Minister. The melan

choly Brisson, who presided, looked ligions war in France
been as they are in Kogland and toe
United States and the tece republics
ence of ,God, and his life had been of
a dismal fear—he showed immense re- | built by the piety of 2 e, had stood

open ; men had enter=d aud prayed or
passed by—just as they jound best.
Priests had prayed in
law it orders it | churches. Socialists had howled in the
wine shops.
her history France lai known the

almost cheerful ; he had never been
personally informed of the non exist-

lief.
rhetor's breath,
light of heaven.
Chamber passes a new
printed on huge posters and pasted up
all over France—at every street cor-

That bold Viviani, with his
bad blown out the
When the French |

ner, in every hamlet, on wayside barns | serene, toleraut,
I have forgotten what | the

ard fences.
Jaures rose and demanded that Viv-
iani's speech should be thus placarded
over France ; but by a vote of nearly
three to one the order was made. And
for weeks after—even to this day—the
walls and boardings proclaimed the in-
teresting fact that the French As-
sembly had decreed the mon existence
of God and turned out the lights that
shone once upon a time overhead.
Unless you know France well you
cannot understand how the news was
received : the Parisian journalists, who
have always had a prudent dread of
constellations and aureoles, wrote
grinning articles in which they praised
Viviani’s rhetoric; the helots of the
oities smashed a few church-windows,
stoned a few men of God, and drank s
little more absinthe than usual ; the
lean peasants—the real victims of the
Appetites and Volces—stared at the
posters and plodded on their ways,
silent, and inscrutable ; and in the
wineshops, music-halls, cafes-beuglants &
new song became popular—a Rabelai-
sian parody of what children once sang
about the star of Bethlehem. That was

all.
They did it better a hundred years

0.

asRobesplerre (in a sky-blue coat) led
his deputies to the Champ de Mars,
where they crowned a poor draggled
night girl with tinsel, and worshipped
her. The Voices and Appetites do not
worship even that poor, sad, outcast
type [of humanity. The only worship
they have is that of the Trough; im-
mediately after banishing God from
heaven (by a vote of nearly three to
one) they decided (by nearly a unani-
mons vote) to double their own salaries.
Thus, having disposed of the neces-
sary preliminaries, the Chamber of
Deputies went on about its business
of passing laws for the confiscation of
what property it had not yet taken
from the charch.

It is not my business in this article
to unravel for you the long and com-
plicated history of the Concordat,
which bound the unwilling Church to
France. This was the work of Napo-
leon. And it was a bilateral agree-
ment, whereby the Church lost a great
many of her possessions and accepted

in England) of multiple small pensions
for her priests and curates.

the fact simply and frankly : ** Aye

right or wrong. So France broke the
Concordat—it kept the house and re-

Had this

Things had

South America. 71he churches, | &

the quiet

And for the first time in

me his additional elanor.
came.
up.

I said ; and ordered ny cavman todrive
to the Baron von Kosenbans privats
residenceo.
Obscure Wills had labored in the dark)

the house.
moment later I was sitting in the great,
silent
familiar picture—the virile head of
Roosevelt.,
entered.

speak Koglish once more, and for &

n the clogged pore start up healthy skin action—and let

skin perform its natural function. This instantly relieves

kidneys of overwork—the back-aches stop and the complexion

eautified. There is no excessive waste matter in the blood

g dull headache: _the urine is cleared—the bowels are
opened and regulated—and the kidneys strengthened.

S” act d on the three great eliminating
organs—Skin, Kidneys and Bowels—make them well and keep them well,
That is why ¢ FRUIT-A-TIVES” cure so many cases of apparent kidacy
disease that are really skin troubles

«FRUIT-A-TIVES” are fruit juices—in which the medie
al action of 18 many time reascd by the secrot ocess of
making them, Valuable tonics an tiseptics are alles d the
whole made into tablets—the finest formula known o medicine,
Buy them—try them—and cure yourself at 3 .

box—6 boxes for $z.50. At all dn s Or sent on

receipt of price. 108

» ‘ FRUIT-A-TIVES Limited, OTTIAWA.

\1 into sordid French politics a new and : drifting across it—urd then, far off,
Un- | the great dome of B, Vetar's

but we have put it out forever 1"’ | superfluous element of hypocrisy. an houe
blockade to the channels of commerce, “ By * wo "' he means the brawling | fortunately the contract was diffienit to | later 1 way driving to the noud ot
thereby causing not a little inconveni- | cohort grouped at the left of the chaw- | break. You give me your honse upon | Monsignor Brandi in the Via llipetta,
ence to the citizens of the State, it is | ber—the cohort of socialistic Greeds ; | coudition that I shall jay you s pen- | He i the stateliest of ven, n 1onatan

| sion for life—that is & bad bood be- | of discretion and mos: excellept pro-
tween us; bnt so long as the condi- | dence. Hiy advice wa~ vood,
easy | late when 1 reached the Via dell’ Un-
ilta, 1}

t wan

the electna

pushed hard «u

ever, is not a question vuat conocerns | button in  the windy store er-
the governments of meo. With states, trance. No answer, [ bearn on
as with men and microhes, the old | the door with my walkivg-«tick.
Darwinian law holds good—the struggle | A baker's boy, with a  basket

loaves on his head, came up and leat
And no one

After twenty minutes | gave in
“ There is always anotber way,'’

At that momeat (ior the

pale young priest came to the door of
I turned back, and &
recoption-room, staring at a

Then Monsignor Kennedy
It was good to be able tv

treating the clergy as
that it could not bring itself tu let

tranquil liberty of
Anglo-Saxon world. But the

Frenchman’s idea of liborty is the

license (granted by the state) to knock
gsome one

else about the ears. The
Government had been so long used to
fanctionaries

them go freely about their businest.
What, these poor, black-coated imbec- |
iles, who do not know that God is dead,
are to be permitted to preach gheir
absurd doctrines how and where and
when they please? The Voices and
Appetites could not consent to that
for one moment. And besides, in spite
of the fact that the property of all the
religious congregations had been seized
quite recently, the Trough was empty.
So the Briand law was passed, which
tied the unwilling Church once more to
the state—and put a gendarme at the
altar, side by side with the priest.
This was the state of affairs in France
when—weary of the Voices—I went
down to San Remo, where the world is

in return a system (then much in vogue

It was
bad for the Church, becanse it made
the servants of religion mere helpless
functionaries of the State; it was bad
for the State, because it introdmnced

quiet and only the gray olive troes
whisper together. It was there I re-
celved a cablegram from the editor of
hverybody's Magazine, asking me to
¢ go to Rome and interview Cardinal
Merry del Val,”’ upon this thorny
French question of Church and State.
It sounds quite simple, does it not?
Only it has never been done before.
Thousands ol pilgrims have been re-
ceived by the Pope—but alocf, mysteri-
ous, invisible, another Power, ancient
as the faith, dwells in the gray silence
of the Vatican; behind a closed door.
Kings have beaten upon that door with
angry swords, and had no answer—
only sileuce. And so though I went to
Rome it was without hope of fulfilling
my mission. What is called in Italy a
treno di lusso dragged its slow length
along by the sea for twenty-four hours;
I;walked up and down the corridor won-
dering how I thould open that closed
door yonder in the Eternal City. One
man I knew would help me: this was
the Baron von Rotenhan, the Prussian
Gesandte to the Holy See ; by this time
he knew I was on my way to Rome.
And I thought of others, of prelates—
who is there ? who is there?

(A man says to  himself: ‘ This
thing shall I do!” and goes his way,
poor fool! And, lo, all the while an
army of Obscure Wills labors in the
darkness—like the panting serfs who
dig in a coal-pit—quarrying out that

!

long time wo talked. This tall man,
with the athlete’s shoulders, has kindly
eyes and the look of poser. And
power he hay ; not wholly, either, be-
cause he is hegd of the American
College in Rume—men are more than
piace.

“ [t s impossible,’’ ho said ; * but
come to the Vatiean tc-morrow. I may
possibly give you an opporiunity of
seeing the Cardinal, but an interview
is out of the question. Such a thing
is nnknown and unheard of.”

For threedays before Christmas noth-
ing can be done in clerical Pomo.
These days are given up to the annual
visits paid in hierarchic order—the
Cardinals wait upon the Secretary of
State, Blshops and Archbishops pay
their respeots.

It was at 12)0'clock of the third day
before Ohristmas that Monsignor
Kennedy was to make his annual visit
to the Cardinal del Val.

L
 QOME IN—I AM GLAD TO SEE You "
It was a little before 12 o’cloock

when I passed the Swiss Guareds and
entered by the Porta di Bronzo ; the
steps led ap to the Cortile di 8. Dam-
aso—and that was familiar.
to and fro there with Malaspina—the
man who knows Rome best,

1 walked

It is be-

hind those windows on the second floor

that the Pope dwells. The windows

are curtained all. Then we went up—

past the knightly guards—to the Great

Hall. An usher, in black and white,
took my coat and hat and showed me

into the First Room of the stately

apartment occupied by the Secretary
of State. The Appartamento Borgia ;
here died that Borgia who was Alex-
ander VI. High on the vaulted ceiling.
dance four winged Viotories, upholding
thearms of the Medici. Your thoughts
go back to those tremendous far- oft
days when the militant church had con-~
quered the universe ; and the feet of Im-
maculate Conception were planted on the
necks of kings; that was long 8go.
Cardinals come and go; a Bishop, in
violet sontane, stands by the little
table where a silent secretary sits mak-
ing notes in a leather book. At last
comes Monsignor Kennedy — black:
robed, girt with his crimson sash.

“[ will see His Eminence and do
what I can ;’’ and Monsignor takes me
into the Second Room ; there he leaves
me. Little groups of ecclesisstics, in
red, in violet, in black, are whispering

man's destiny and shaping the thing he
shall do.)

Toward mid-day it was the wide
campagna — the _smoke-colored oxen

together, On the walls are wondorink
paintings of the Life of the Madouna~-
Pinturicchio’s miracles of color—and

CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT,
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FIV. I-IIIU_'IE SERMONS.
Palm 2_!:«.1.

SERVING GOD FROM .THE HEART.
“'Hosanna to the Son of David "—(3t Matb,
xxi. 9)
To day, my dear brethren, we are
reminded of that hour in the life of our
Lord on earth in which He was receiv
ing from the people ol His own nation
slf the honor they could render Him.
iile then entered the chosen city of God
in triamph over all who had opposed
Him. Thousandssurrounded Him, went
beiore Him and followed after Him.
They paved the road before Him with
their own clothing and with the
branches of trees, that they might thus
make His entry Into Jerusalem as
lorious as possible,
o in & foew pg:”' when He had been
by His enemies, where was
¢his great crowd? Where wero those
awho had cried out so fervently, ‘‘Ho-
sanns to the Son of David 2’ But few
«ouldjthere be found. The rest had
either deserted Him or joined in with
the erowd that mocked Him even while
He was dying on the Cross. Nearly
all had abandoned Him in the day of
His adversity. The first test of their
faith in Him, the first trial that proved
the strength of their love for Him, found
them entirely wanting in that char-
acteristic of true love, fidelity to the
end.

Is it impossibie for us to do s Lhey
did? No; it is not impoussible, for
many who are Catholics born and bred
do the same thing now.

But who are these? They are those
who fail to keep the Ten Command-
ments of God and the pracepts and laws
of the Church. HKvery Catholic who
breaks the Commandments of God and
refuses to obey the laws of the Chureh
does worse than those did who deserted
our Lord wken > was coudemned and
erucified, With their lips they declare
they are Catholics, and in this way cry
out “Hosanna to the Son of David,”
but in their hearts and lives they live
and associato with the enemios of Christ.

Bat why aro these men worse than
the others? Simply bacause they re-
oeived the graces of Christ in their
baptism, in their confirmation, and in
their First Comumunion, as well as in
their many Cowumunions thereafter. In
Communion they receive our Lord Him-
self, the L.ord of eternal glory Who is
Eternal Life itsell. These have been,
in truth, members of the kingdom of
heaven, but have cast themselves out
by not keepiug the Commandments of
God, by not obeying the laws of the
Church. Trulv does the Soripture say
of many of them : *‘He that wandereth
out of the way of understanding shall
remain in the congregation of the dead."’
For dead many of them are apparently
—dead eternally. They seem to be in
the spiritua! s'umber of eternal death.
They appear to be eternally judged ;
their eternsl iste already eealed.

Why do I say this? Because noth-
ing can move their hearts to return to
God. Missions, sermons, exhorta-
tions, threstciings, waruings, counsels,
the prayers aud entreaties ol fathers,
mothers, kinared, and friends are all un-
heeded by thom, are all in vain, Even
the tears of ‘thoir fathers and mothers,
and the blushes of shame whenever they
are allnded to by friends, have no effect

aupon them, noue whatever. They will
wmot return to God.
Poor sou!s ! Remember that what-

ever excuso yo>u make to yourseives,
this is truo, that those who keep the
Qommandmaents and the laws of the
Church show they are the true (riends
of our Lord ; those who do not keep
these show to all in heavea and earth
that they are [lis enemies, We have
but one sure wud positive test of our
love for our Lord. The Ten Command-
ments and the laws of the Oharch con-
stitute that test, All who really love
Him keep this faithfully. *‘‘If you love
Me," said our lord, “keep My com-
mandments.”” All who do notlove Him
break them and disregard them. God
Himself is not their friend. They have
1o part in the triumphs of our Lord on
this day. It is true they cry out with
us ““Hosanna to the Son of David,'’ but
in their lives (hoy side with His enemies
and crueify our Lord.

What, then, istobe done? Let those
who are faithful profit by the terrible
examples of these abandoned souls.
Let thom dread and tremble lest they
also be brought into the same state by
their increasing tepidity and neglect.
Let them care to secure to our Lord a
oomplete trinmph in their own souls
that He may rule there in time and
oternity. ‘‘The kingdom of God is
within you,” said our Lord, and the
Christian soul is truly the throne of
God. None but faithful or traly repent
ant souls can cry out to-day, in all
singerity, *‘Hosanna to the Son of
David.”

HUNDREDS TURNED AWAY.

EMPRESSIVE CONOLURION OF OONVERT'S
TALKS TO NON CATHOLIOS,

Cleveland Catholio Uaiverse.

“ Why I became a Catholic'’ was the
topie announced for the concluding leo-
tare of the series delivered by Dr. F.
K. J. Lloyd to non-Oatholics at St.
A guee’ auditorium last week. Whether
it was the personal nature of the sub-
Ject or the natural climax ol the inter-
gt that had been swelling like a musieal
arescendo with each evening of the
preceding week, the announcement was
s magnet that drew a maultitude that
wwould have filled the auditorinm twice
Dver.

By 7 o'clock Sunday eveniang the hall
“was Glling, by 7:30 it was filled. By 8
o'cleck there was such a press at the
doors that the pastor had to request all
©Catholics in the audience to give place
to non-Catholics. Huudreds were
turned away after the stage aund the
fies behind it had been packed with
people, alter the side walls were banked
aundl the aisles thronged, after the doors
#ud hallways were jammed with eager
throngs who stood crushed and strained
together, motionless and silent, during
the entire lecture.

It was an inspiring aand suggestivp
apectacle—the sight of this tense and
uncomfortably crowded mass of people
straining to hear an earnest man relate,
wvery simply and without any of the
aratorical tricks that are supposed to

delight the crowd, without even the
flash of humor or the beguilement of
anecdote with which most public speak-
era sugsr-cost thelr doses of trutk, a
story of religious conviction, of long
spiritual uncertainty that finally im-
pelled him into the path of submission
and peace, It was the most impressive of
demonstrations that religious indiffer-
ence is the wrong name for the state of
miod induced by the spiritusl inade-
quacy of the Protestant Churches, and
and that the Church need only ask an
audience to have flocks of hearers for
her message of truth,

The address delivered by Dr, Lloyd,
has already been publisked in sub-
stance in the Universe. It was not
argumentative or expository, but the
record of a personal experience sincere-
ly and convincingly told. The most
striking impression produced on the
audience was the sense of the speaker’s
perfect satisfaction and complete con-
tent in the faith he had attained after
¥ many years of questioning and
doubt. The peace of mind imparted
by the security and authority of the
Catholic Chureh, said Dr. Lloyd, could
be realized only by one who had not
always been blessed with it.

The Right Rev. Bishop Horstmann
was an attentive listener to Dr. Lloyd,
for the second time during the week,
and at the conclusion of the lecture made
an address of cousiderable length and
force. The Bishop was ia very bappy
vein and interested the great audience
by his account of his own large and
varied experience in making converts
and meeting the difficulties of those
outside the Church. He reiterates his
warm approval of the work Dr. Lloyd
was doing and declared that he blessed
from his heart the lay apostolate thus
successfully launched in his diocese.

Rev. Gilbert P. Jennings, pastor of
St. Agnes Church, closed the exercises
with a brief but stimulating and im-
pressive address in which he ‘‘ put the
question '’ to which Dr. Lloyd’'s ex-
positions of Catholle truth had so log-
ically led. Whatever effect the series
of lectures had had upon the non-Cath-
olics who had listened to them, whetker
or not they had been moved to make a
further study of Catholic doctrine, it
was impossible, Father Jennings de-
clared, that they should ever be the
same men and women again, that they
should ever again have the same con-
ception of the Catholic Church, the
same blamelessness in rejecting ite
truths. ‘‘* What aro you going to do
about it ?"’ he demanded in conclusion.
* That is the question I leave you to
consider.”’

More than four hundred copies of
“ Faith of Our Fathers '’ were given
to non-Catholics during the week. In
every case books were given only to
those who went to the stage to ask for
them, so the number may be regarded
as indicative of the number of
persons induced to give serious
consideration to Catholic claims. Sev-
eral applications made for private
instruction were received and Father
Jennings announced that a permanent
inquiry class would be established in
the parish in connection with the regu-
lar vesper services at 4 o’clock on Sun-
day saiternoons. A systematic course
of doctrinal instruction will be given
with a ques’ion box addition for the
benefiv of iadividual inquirers. Cate-
ohetical iastruction will also be given
in the school building for a regular
converts' class several evenings each
week. It is believed that the effects
of the impulse given by Dr. Lloyd’s
lectures will be far-reaching, and that
the results are much larger than the
actual number of converts made. Catho
lics as well as non Catholics have been
stimulated to & more vital interest in
their faith and a more lively sense of
its value. An immense amount of pre-
judice has been dissipated. So far
from antagonizing the non-Catholios of
the vicinity, it has been proved that
the mission has engendered among
them a feeling of greater friendliness
and respect for their Catholic neigh-
bors,

At the institution of Father Schaf-
fleld, Dr. Lloyd delivered two lectures
to the non-Catholics of Elyria on Mon-
day and Tuesday evenings. He will
return to Cleveland in May.

RICHEST OF ALL WOMEN.

Cardinal Rampolla, Secretary of State
to Pope Leo XIIL, discovered among
the manuscripts of the KEscurial when
he was Papal Nuncio at Madrid a
biography of Saint Melunia the Younger,
which he has lately translated, edited
and had printed at the Vatican press.
What follows is an abridgment of his
narrative.

The author of this biograpby was
named Gerontins. From A. D. 405
until 439 he was in the service of and
daily association with Melania, and
after her death he succeeded her as
the head of a monastery which she
founded. An eyewitness, he tells who
Melania was, the amount of her fortune
and what she did with it.

Melania and her husband were both
Christians and wished to follow liter-
ally the Saviour’s precept: ‘' Go and
sell all that thou hast and give to the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven.'” They therefore resolved to
devote their immense possessions to the
oause of Christ.

History records that during the
fourth and the beginning of the fifth
oceuntury after Christ certain patrician
Roman families amassed enormous
wealth. Melania's fortune surpassed
all others and consisted of a villa on
the Coelian at Rome which inclosed
porticoed courts, a cirecus, a hippo:
dromeand immense gardens. Its build-
ings were decorated with paintings,
mosaics, statues, sculpture and precious
marbles, cared for and served by
gardeners, butchers, bakers, ocooks,
waiting women, valets and all the host
of necessary slaves.

A rural domain at the fifth milestone
on the Appian way three miles in cir-
cumference — its ruins have ylelded
many marbles to the Vatican museunm.

An estate on the northern coast of
Sleily tilled by eight thousand slaves.

Kstates in Africa, Numidia, Mauri-
tanis, in Britain, in Spain and in Gaunl,
with enough slaves to cultivate them.

Her yearly revenues, it is estimated,

amounted to scores of millions of

dollars. They may well have exceeded

the civil list of any emperor or poten

tate who ever lived, and were probably

greater than any other woman ever
essed.

It is not known what use Melania
made of her wealth before she decided
to rid herself of it; her biographer
begins his story only when she had so
resolved.

Melania found it very difficult to fol-
low the command of her Master ; public
opinion, custom and above all the law
of the empire forbade. The Roman law
then prohibited, except under certain
restrictions, the alienation of real
estate. Then, when this husband and
wife decided to obey Christ's command
they were minors and they could not
sell their real estate without a decree,
ratified by the Roman senate.

At the instigation of a brother in-
law the slaves of the property on the
Via Appia rose in insarrection, in-
sisting that they preferred slavery,
with its sure maintenance, to freedom
with an uncerta'n future, and they
were only pacified when made over to
the brother-in-law with a gratuity of
three gold pennies apiece.

How bard it was to become poor !
An imperial edict alone could overcome
the opposition of relatives, of the law
and of the senate. This Melania se
cured through the favor of Serena, who
was & nlece of the Eapercr Theodosics
and his adopted daughter ; the wile of
Stilicho and the mother in-law of Hon
orius, the son and successor of Theodo-
sius. For many years Stilicho and
Serena had been the actual rulers of
the western half of the Roman empire.

Pablic rumor, which had been busy
with Melania’s fulure, blaming or prais-
ing s prejudice or religious bias swayed,
had aroused the Queen's curiosity and
its object had been several times bid-
den to the imperial palace, commands
which had invariably been disobeyed.
In the spring of A. D., 494, the dis-
obedient one remembered that the im-
perial power could unmake as well as
make laws and could smoovh her difi
cult road to poverty.

Accompanied by her husband, several
Bishops and Gerontius, who chronicles
the event, she went to the Palatine.
Her train included slaves bearing many
and costly presents, the customary
offerings to the powerful and their
court. Closely veiled and wearing a
dress ol very cheap material, the sap-
pliant said to those who remonstrated
with her :

‘¢ I shall not uncover the head which
I have covered for Christ’s sake ; I
shall not change the garment which I
have put on for my 8aviour’s glory.”

Her humility had its immediate re-
ward, for Serena herself came forward
to meet and greet her, seated her at
her side on the golden throne, and call-
ing her court around her, said :

** Behold this woman, who could be
surrounded by all that wealth could
buy, yet for Christ's sake renounces all
the vanities of this world.”

Serena herself declined the gifts
offered to her and forbade any of her
courtiers or servants to accept any.
At her request the emperor at once
gave orders, to the rulers of his pro-
vinces to sell Melania’s estates and re-
mit the proceeds to her.

Melania and her husband left Rome
before Alaric captured it and went to
their Sicilian estate. The troubles of
the times delayed the sale of their
possessions for yoars. As fast as they
could they spent their wealth in build-
ing and endowing churches, monas
teries, nunneries, hospitals and endow-
ing and adorning their altars with
vessels of gold and of silver.

They relieved the necessities of thou-
sands of the poor and needful, sending
v ls and gers with money and
necessaries for them and to the hermits
and monks of Egypt, Jerusalem and
Antioch. After twenty-seven years of
continnous effort they had at last re
duced their once colossal fortune to the
remoant of a small estate in Spain.
They then went to Jerusalem, where
they ended their days and were buried
in a monastic retreat which they had
built and endowed.—Catholic Standard
and Times.

THE OLD STORY.

It is the old story. It is the story of
our England three hundred years ago,
when the statesmen, and the Bishop,
and the priest, and the layman refused
to obey the new law of the supremacy
of the king in spiritual matters, and
died rather than obey the law. It is
the old story when the martyr was
oalled upon_ to offer incense to the
deity of C:cear and died because he re
fused to obey the law. It is the old
story when the Apostles were for-
bidden by the law to preach Christ,
and they said it is better to obey God
rather than man—and they died rather
than obey t'e law. It is he old story
when the Jew made it his plea for clamor-
ing for the death of Jesus Christ. For
when Pilate wished to release Him
they said : ** If thoun release this man
thou are not C:sar's friend, for whoso-
ever maketh himself a kirg is no friend
of C:sar's.” (John xix., 12.) And
this French Government, this man
Clemenceau, this man Briand, this man
the ex-cleric and apostate Combes,
1ift up their puny hands against the
vod who made His Church, against
which ‘the nations rage, and the
people devise vain things,” and they
think, in their folly and their pride,
that where giants failed they will sue-
csed.—F'rom a sermon by the Bishop of
Abordeen.
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“THROUGH FREE THOUGHT TO CATHO-
LioIsM,"’
Address delivered by Louis J. Mercler before
the Catholic Writer's Guild,

No doubt we all regret that the words
‘‘free thought'’’' have come to astume
a specisl meaning, which make them
sound ominous to Catholic ears. Free
thought should mean the exercise of
tke human mind, joyous in the con-
sciousness of its power to learn and to
know. It should mean what Bishop
Spalding meant, when he wrote the
sentence, you have made the motto of
the Catholic Writers’ Guild: ¢ The
writers who accomplish most are those
who compel us to think.”” Again,
when he said : ‘‘ Objections to what in
creases in the multitude the power of

and i are not worth
considering unless we are prepared to
think that consecious life is a curse "’

Bat the fact is that the words, *‘ free
thought’' have no such mesning.
They have come to stand for the asser-
tion of the * all-sufficiency of the hu-
man reason,”’ the a priori negation of
the fact of Revelation, and a oconse-
quent antagonism to Christianity, and,
in particular, to the Catholic Church,

And so, to say that Ferdinand Brune-
tiere came to Catholicism through free
thought, though it does not imply that
on becoming a Catholic he ceased to be
an ever eager student and thinker,
does mean that his conversion affords
us an instance of a man who has come
to us from an opposite pole, who has
traveled the full distance that any man
can possibly be called upon to travel,
to come unto the truth.

To say who Ferdinand Brunetiere
was will be to make us realige still
more all that this means,

Ferdinand Brunetiere died last
December, the foremost literary critic
of France, after having been for fifteen
years lecturer in her foremost univer-
sity, for twenty years director of her
greatest literary review, for twelve
years the most prominent member of
the French Academy, that exclusive
company of her greatest literary lights.

Now to be a prominent critie, uni-
versity professor, and editor, means
much, .intellectually, in any country,
but it means still more in France.

Here, in America, for instance, a
prominent man of letters might come to
Catholicism without exciting mnch com-
ment. He might even do so without
having come once face to face with
wider questions than those of the
necessity of confession or the efficacy
of prayer. For this is the land of
religious indifferentism, on the one
hand, of religious liberty, on the other.

But, as we know only too well, France
is neither. As France in the middle
ages was the heart of militant Christen-
dom, so France, in the new age, has
been the battleground of modern
thought, and if her most prominent
literary man has come to Catholicism
in the first years of the twentieth cen-
tury, he must have done so only after
having answered the arguments accumu-
lated and still hurled against the
Church by a vigorous opposition of two
hundred years ; he must have taken
into account the works of those who
bhave labored to bring about the de-
struction of Christianity ; he must
have analyzed and dissected all the
systems of philosophy that have been
elaborated to replace her teachings ;
he must have come to her in spite of
and victorious of a Voltaire, a Diderot,
a Comte and a Renan ; in spite of
and victorious of skepticism and mater-
ialism and naturalism ; in spite of and
victorious of positivism and modern
exegesis ; in short, he can have come
to Catholicism only after having en
countered in a hand to-hand struggle,
and having conquered on the very lists,
the scene of their past and present
triumphs, all the foes that have arisen
in modern times to drive Faith from
the heart of man.:

That contest Ferdinand Brunetiere
early accepted, and that contest he
fought, step by step, till the day when
some six years ago, he uttered the
beautiful words which sum so well the
condition for conversion: ‘‘I allow
myself to be acted upon by Truth,”
till barely in a public lecture, after
having explained: some of the
facts that necessitated belief, he
exclaimed : ‘‘ What I believe! You
ask me what I believe, mark the word,
I do not say, I suppose or I imagine,
nor I know or I understand, what I
believe,—go to Rome and find out.’’

To retrace the successive steps of
that contest of Ferdinand Brunetiere
with the modern opponents of Chris-
tianity and Catholicism, we wounld
have to take up in tarn the volumes he
p;&lhhod between 1880 and December,
1908.

Times does not permit, nor do I feel
competent for the task. Almost all
these volumes are in the OChicago
Public Library. Let me express the
hope that some of you will seek them
there. One or two have been trans-
lated into Eoglish. The rest should
be, at least those recently published.
Lot me remark, also, in passing, that
the duty of translating such master-
pieces of Catholic thought ought to
attract the attention of some members
of the Guild.

We may stop long enough, however,
to indicate at least the several stages
of the journey Brunetiere himself calls
the journey on the way to belief.

To appreciate how long that journey
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was, we have only to mention that, at
the beginning of it, we find him, thena
student in Paris, reading passionately
the *‘ Life of Jesus,’”’ of Strauss and
Renan, the men who in the name of the
science of philogoy, about the middle
of the last century, challenged the
divinity of Christ.

Fortunately for Brunetiere and for
us, he had a ready antidote, Every
student of French literature must study
its classical age, and the classical age
of French literature, the seventeenth
century, is a Catholic age, the age of
Pascal and of Bossuet.

Coming Around.

President Hyde, of Bowdoin College,
is the author of a * platform *’ which he
proposes as a common basis for ‘‘modern
Obristians.” In this docunment the
emphasis is put upon doing instead of
believing. In other words, it is a com.
plete reversal of the original Protestant
position. In Luther's day it was (aith
that counted. Now it doesn’t make
much difference about the belief as Jong
as you do good to your fellow-men.
The Catholic Church, of course, has
always insisted upon both faith and
good works.—Sacred Heart Review.
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GHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

« gan't 'elp Likin' 'tm."”

In the Black Hills of South Dakota
there lives an humble, ignorant miner,
who has won the love and good will of
everyone who knows him. *‘Yon can't
relp likin' 'im '’ sald an Eoglish mirer,
and when asked why the miners and the

ple in the town ean't help liking
him, he answered, ‘ Because ho has a
reart in 'im he's a man. He always
‘elps the boys when in trouble. You
pever go to 'im for nothin. '’

Bright, bandsome young men, gradu-
ates of Eastern oolleges, are there seek-
ing thelr fortune; & great many able,
strong men have been drawn there from
different parts of the country by the
gold fever ; but none of them holds the
pablic confidence as does this poor man.
He ocan scarcely write his name, and
knows nothing of the usages of polite
society, yet he has so intrenched him-
sell in the hearts of those in his com-
munity thst no other man, however
eduoated or cultured, has the slightest
chance of being elected to any office of
prominence while *‘Ike’’ is sround.

He bas been elected mayor of his
town, and has been sent to the legis
lature, aithough he can not speak a

rammatical sentence, just becanse he
has & heart in him ; he is & man.

The Art of Approaching People.

There is just as much of an' art in
approaching people properly as in ap
proaching a landscape to get the best
possible effect. We are all more orless
animals, and we do not like to have the
fur rubbed the wroug way. It is a
great art to know how to approach
people so as to make the best possible
impression, and not arouse their an
tagonism, or prejudice them against us
at the very outset. One needs to be a
good judge of human nature, and to
have a great deal of tact, in order to
approach a person through the right
avenue.

One should cultivate the art of read-
ing character at first sight. Some
people know at & glance what road to
take to get into a stranger's confidence.
They walk right in without hindrance,
while others, without this tact, art, or
knowledge of human nature, can not
enter at all, or only with great diffi
culty.

There is nothing else which will
create such a good impression upon a
stranger as a sunny face, a cheerful,
gracious manner. All doors fly open,
all barriers disappear before the sunny
soul. He does not need to use a crow-
bar to make a way for himself. The
doors open for him, and be is as wel-
come everywhere as the suashine, He
does not need an introduction. His
face and bis manner are introduction
enough, and as for confidence, such
people carry a letter of credit in their
faces. You cannot help believing in
them and trusting them implicitly the
first time you see them.

The Bocial Side versus Success.

Young men who are ambitious to
amass money often make a great mis-
take in thinking that it is waste of
time to cultivate their social faculties,
that society has nothing to do with
money making. They think that spend-
ing time in society is a hindrance ;
that it will keep them back.

The result is there are multitudes of
well tc-do men in this country who can
scarcely say their souls are their own
in a drawing-room or elsewhere in
society. They are simply dummies.
They can talk only about their business.
They are dumb upon other subjects.
They taboo what is called society. It
is & bore to them simply because they
have never developed their social quali-
ties. They do mot like the drawing

room because they do not feel at home
there., It is a stupid place for them.
They do not know what to do or to say.
They are strong in their little business
rut. They are at home there. If you
call on them in their offices they are
strong, resourceful ; but the moment
they put on a dress suit and go into a
drawing-room they are mere sticks,
weaklings, not the giants they were
yesterday in their offices or factories or
stores. They feel restricted, shackled,
out of place, just as one feels when try-
ing to be natural before the camera.

They are, in a way paralyzed, be-
cause faculties of an entirely different
kind from those used in their business
are called upon to act, and they are un-
used to it; those particular faculties
are untrained, not ready to respond to
the demand upon them. Men with a
tithe of their ability far outshine them
in the social ecircle, put them entirely
in the shade, make them feel very un-
comfortable, indeed, and as if they
were *‘nobodies.”’

Many college men think it is & waste
of time to go Into society. They think
they must spend the precious hours
grinding away at their books. The
result is, that these men often gain a
great deal of learning, but, as they
have never cultivated their conver:a
tional powers, or their social side,
their knowledge is 1:r4ely nnavailable,

If you are cold, self-centered and un-
interesting, if your greatest wealth is
not in shape to give to others through
your conversation, your social inter-
course, what does the world care about
position ? In fact, the more you know
and the more money you have, the
more conspicuous will your boorishness
and your unsocial qualities become.—0.
8. M. in Saccess.

Bad Habits.

What a great thing it is to ‘‘start
right' in life. Every young man can
see that the first steps lead to the last,
with all except his own.
prevarications and dodgings will not

make him a liar, but he can see that

they surely will in John Smith’s case.
He can see that others are idle and on
the road to ruin, but cannot see it in
his own case.

There is a wonderful relation be-
They all belong to
If you take in one,

tween bad habits.
the same family.
no matter how small or insignificant it
may seem, you will soon have the whole.
A man who has formed the habit of
laziness or idleness will soon be late at
his engagements ; & man who does not
meet his engagements will dodge, apolo
gize, prevaricate and lie. I hava rarely
known a perfectly truthful man who
was always behind time.

man

character.

house,

Wary.

vindictive.

swinging with the tide and the waves ;
the sails are all up, and you wonder
why it does not move ; but it cannot,
for down beneath the water it is an
chored, So we often see a young
equipped,
well educated and we wonder that he | to
does not advance toward manhood and
But, alas ! we flad that he
is anchored to some secret vice, and he
can never advance until he cuts loose.

apparently  well

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.

Mary's Act of Revenge.

her sister.
its cage !

She shrank

wicked deed.

Alice was making something which
she would not let Mary see,
the latter came near where she was at
work she would wrap up what she was
doing to go to some other part of the
Mary at Jeast noticed that and
it aroused her curiosity.
tried hard to come up on Alice ur-
awares, but the elder sister was too
Her faillure made her angry,
and when Alice positively refused to
tell her, she became furious.

“Keep it to yourself, then, you mean
old thing,” she shouted.

Alice only laughed at this outburst
of temper.

Mary went off by herself in a pout.
She determined ‘' to get even '’ with
The more she thought of
it, the more she was tempted to be
At last a thonght came to
ber—she would let Alice’s bird out of
from the idea.
But her own wounded self-love and the
whisperings of her evil spirit at last
conquered—she consented to do the

Whenever

She then

Quickly she rushed up to Alice's
room, opeped the cage door, with a

without trylng to do 80, — Church Prc-
gress,

Childhood.
There are some scenes in our child
life that remain in the memory all dur
ing life, and that in later years seem
stand forth most prominently.
Among those scenes is the one which
we call evening prayer. The day for
the child is over, all the little pleas-
ures, the little fears and the pains that
seemed to sharp are over, the sunshine
of the day has gone, and with the com-
ing of night comes bedtime and the
evening prayer. Somehow, the prayer
of the child §s not quite like the
prayers of later years. The child’s
prayer is real ; God for it is & good
and loving and very real Father, and
the prayer thut goes forth to Him is
the prayer of His own obild, to its
Father. Thne evening prayer is beauti
tul, and beautiful will be the child
into whose hearts its words find an
everlasting resting place. — The True
Voice.
——————————
THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIA-
TION.

When, on th+ twenty fifth of March,
the archangel Gabriel appeared to the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Nazareth, and
told her that she had been chosen to be
the mother of the Messias, the most
wonderful message was then received
by her that any human ear had ever
heard. Yet her answer was this lowly
and obedient one: * Behold the hand
maid of the Lord ; he it done to me ac-
cording to Thy word."”

In this respect Mary is the model for
us all. Not to all of us comes so great
a message, but it is indeed true that to
all of us there comes some esll from on
high; there is some path which Al

No, his little

stick forced the canary out, and watch-
ed it fly and flutter out of the window,
which happened to be open.

She went to the window and looked
out. The bird had alighted on the
fence. But, see, there was a big stray
cat about to pounce upon it. Mary
screamed at the cat, but in vain—with
a bound it sprang upon the canary,
canght him in its mouth, jumped down
outside the fence and dicappeared.

Just then Alice's voice called up-
stairs.

“Come down, Mary, I have some.
thing to show you."

Mary was too unnerved to move or
to answer. Bat when Alice called for
hor again, she stumbled down the
stairs somehow.

“Come into the dining-room, Mary ;
you may see now.'’

When Mary went into the dining-
room, there, spread out on the table,
were two exquisite bobinet scarfs.

¢ I made them for you, Mary,"” said
Alice. *“‘They are for your bureau and
chiffonier.””

Mary remained silent, too excited,
too overwhelmed with emotion, to utter
a word,

““Why, what's the matter ?*’ inquired
Alice, anxiously, ‘‘aren’t you pleased?'’
“Q Alice,” cried Mary, ‘don’t
speak to me, don’t be kind to me ; I'm
a mean, hateful thing."”

“Why, what's the matter, Alice ?"’
“Don’t ask me. I'm ashamed to tell
you. ['ll never forgive myself. O my
hasty temper, my quick, hot, ungovern-
ed temper | Will you ever forgive me,
Alice 2"’

“Forgive you for what ?’’

Buat thereupon Mary became hysteri-
cal. Yes, the fell into paroxysms of
orying and nothing could stcp her or
comfort her, She became so violent
that the doctor had to be sent lor.
The physician gave her a sedative
potion that quieted her nerves and put
her to sleep.
But she had to keep to her bed for
three days and the sight of the bird-
cage or any mention of the vanished
canary sent her into a spasm of weep-
ing and moaning.
Alice searched everywhere for her
lost pet, but no trace of it was ever
found.
As soon as Mary recovered, she went
to her little store of savings and
pocket-money and found that she had
$1 82, Then she began to walk vp and
down town, to have no dessert at lunch-
eon, to find several opportunities to
earn a little money, and in every pos-
sible way to accumulate funds, by her
own effort, at the cost of labor and self-
denial.
At the end of two long months, she
had $8.00. At last, at last, the
amount was made up. KEagerly she
hurried to a bird store and bought a
lovely bullfinch that was a fine singer
for $5.00 and a brand new cage for

.00
She carried them home herself at an
hour when she knew that Alice would
not be at home, and placed them in the
latter's room, together with this note :
¢ To Alice : An act of repentance,
a sign of sorrow, a token of love, and a
plea for forgiveness. Please accept
the offering, but don’t say a word to
me about it. Aflectionately,
“MaARY.”
When Alice came home and saw the
new bird and read the message, she
understood. She sought her sister.
Without a word, she put her arms
about her and kissed her. No better
way of expressing pardon for a wrong
could have been used. The gift was
accepted as an act ol reparation, and
the past, so far as it could be, was
blotted out.
But Mary had been taught & lesson
to curb her temper, to regulate her
curiosity, and to be slow to seek re-
venge for fancied slights.— Aunt Agnes
in Oatholic Union and Times.

Tact of Gentleness.

Of all the gifts to be prayed for,
next to grace at heart, tact and gen-
tleness in manner are the most desire-
able.
A brueque, shy, curt manner, a cold
indiffersnce, & snappish petulance, a
brutal appearance of stolidity, antagc-
pize and wound and rob even really

mighty God asks us to follow; some
lifelong vocation, that wouid be to us
our special work for Jesus ; something

souls around u¢, nearer to Him,

We do not now intend, however, to
refer to our ordinary duties, the keep
ing of the Ten Commandments and the
usual rules and regulations of the
Church, We refer to-day to what is
known among Catholics as the eall to a
religious vocation, of whatever kind it
may be to the priesthood, to the con
vent, or to a life of self-sacrifice and
consecration *‘ in the world but not of
the world.”’ These calls, or vocations,
are of constant occurrence among Cath-
olics ; they are serious realities. It is
right that proper attemtion, at proper
times, should be given to them; and
what time is more proper than on that
eventful day when Mary meekly
answered : ** Behold the handmaid of
the Lord !"

A religions vocation is one of the
greatest bleesings that Christian par-
ents can wish for their children ; and
to the old Irish race it was a priceless
boon, a mere than royal dignity, to
have in their families a priest or anun.
On the other hand, such a vocation is
not anything to be streanuously insisted
upon. No young life should be rudely
and harshly forced into a channel
against which it revolts, or for whioh it
feels no personal desire.

But the danger, in our present day,
does not lie in this latter direction.
The charm of the world, the pride of
life, human ambitions, money successer,
are all too prevalent about us, not to
endanger those delicate and finer in-
stincts that quickly perceive how a life
consecrated to God alone is a divinely
Jovely and lovable life, a paradise on
earth, a joy beyond anything the world-
ling has to give. So we would to day
remind parents and children alike that
there is always the possibility of an
angel’s voice speaking the Master's
message to certain privileged souls ;
and that every soul should strive to
prepare iteelf, as a loyal soldier of the
King, and as a true child of God, to

to the attentive ear : *‘ Behold the ser-
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PALM SUNDAY: ITS LESSON.

Sonday next will be Palm Sunday,
commemorative of our Lord's trium
phant entrance into Jerusalem, as was
foretold many hundreds of years before
by the prophet Zacharias. A trinw
phal entrance it was, indeed, as we
learn from the Gospel of St. Matthew.
So vividly is the pieture presented
that we find no d ficulty in becoming
one of the great multitude; in mingling
our Hosannas with theirs and in feelivg
the breezes from the waving palmy,
emblems of victory.

But to which portion of that great
throng do we belong ? Is the palm we
besr an emblem of victory ? There
are questions which it behooves us to
put to ourselves at this particnlar
time. For were there not some in that
vast gathering who followed our Lord
for selfish purposes ? Where were they
daring the bitter hours of His Passion ?
Is it not likely some were among those
who pre‘erred the release of Barabbas
to that of Jesus ?

Here, then, is the lesson. Here the
important question which conscience
calls us to answer. Nawmely, to which
portion of the multitude do we belong,
that which is following Jesus honestly
and faithfully and profiting by the
doctrines which He preached, or that

which is later heard calling out, |
“* Crucify Him 2"
Again, are the palms which the

Church blesges and places in onr hands
on this day emblems of victory for us ?
A victory over our appetites, through |
the observarce of the regulations of
| Lent ; a victory over sin and satan ; 2
victory over our passions ; a vietory
over the vices of the world and its
ways of wickedness. This is the lesson
[of Palm Sunday. Great joy, indeed,
| will there be in that soul where con-
#cience approves, and great sorrow

| where it condemns. Whichsoever we
|

to draw us, and perhaps many other l wish, that may be ours.

PN

Conversion by Example.
Sir Henry Bellingham, who some
time ago inaugnrated at Castlebelling-
ham, County Louth, the system ol |
setting up the wayside cross in Ireland,
has been a convert for nearly forty
years. He has given the following
account of his conversion : ‘‘ The per
sonal example and simple faith of the |
Irish poor were the first things that
impressed me. I compared it favorably
with the class of Protestants in Ireland
amongst whom I mixed, and whose
doctrines counsisted more in hatred of
Rome than in any definite belief.
language they used first irritated and
then disgusted me, and predisposed me

g Phiey

to make inquiries.
still further impressed by the conver
sion «f many of my
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My daughter enjoyed very good l
about two yearsago, when she show |
of despondency. ‘After some time s l
@ heartbreaking pain and then had severe con |
|

|

|

\

|
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wulsions. Many so-celled remedies were tried
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has had no more since.
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“ WAR AGAINST CHRIST.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE.

overhead the Apis ball, belonging to
the arms ¢f the Borglas. But my
thoughts are with the Obscure Wills at
wwork in the darknees ; what is Monsig
nor Kennedy saying now? Ina moment
he comes and whispers: * His Emin-
ence will see you, but he can give you
ouly a few moments.’’

‘e go into the Third Room, which is
that of the Sainte—on the wall St.
Anthony waves away with oternal dis-
dain the women with cloven feet. A
Roman Cardinal walks to and fro, wait-
ing—it is the Cardinal San Miniatello ;
that other Cardinal too, [ recognize—
the imperial face, the ample gesture,
belong to Rampolla and no other.
Comes s third Cardinal—it is Giacob
fni. And we wait, in front of a closed
door. At last a geuatleman-in-waiting
opens the door—he is a pompous figure

s man, with sword and cocked hat.
And then I see the tall figure of the
Cardinal Merry del Val, the red sllk
falling about him. When I have been
presented he shakes hands and says:
% Oome in; I am glad to see you.”
The door closes bebind us. Then I see
that we are quite alone, There is a
crimson canape opposite the great fire

, and to the right of it is a wide
ftnbnll ; it is there we sit. His Emin-
ence waited for me to spesk, and that
—when one has only three minutes of
alloted time—is not easy. I told him
of certain things that I bad seen and
known in France, and explained why it
was well the trath should be written in
a great magazine at home. He listened
in silence until [ referred to a speech
that Briand, the Minister of Puablic
Worship (!), made when he Introduced
the last antireligious bill, in the
Chamber of Deputies ; and I guoted
the words of that little brawling Jaco-
: ““I1 faut en finir avec l'idee chre
tienne |”” [We must make an end of
the Christian idea !]

The tall figure, draped in shimmer-
ing silk, had been quite motionless until
then ; the thio, handsome face had been
like 8 Roman mask in its immobility,
and the wonderful eyes, large and
brown, had seemed of stone ; but when
X quoted those words the real man ap-
peared—it was very wonderful. It was
as though a flame—without vacillation,
steady as a sword—burned up in him,
There was flame in the great eyes—
flame even in the long white hand with
which he threw back the folds of red
silk. What he sald was :

* You see, then! It is not a war

inst the Church—it is war against
Christianity itself—it is war against
Christ | That is & plain declarativu of
the Government of France. Without
any oconcealment it announces that its
purpose is to make an end of the Chris-
tian idea. It is more than a solemn
prolession ol irreligion—it is a deciara-
tion of war upon Christ."”

“ That is the plain truth, yoar Emin-
ence. No one who knows French poli-
tlos can ignore it.’’

“ Bat the press of the world does not
say it. The Paris correspondents hear
these things said in the Ohamber of
Deputies. They are not ignorant of
the Government’'s frankly declared

urpose to eradicate Christianity from

rance. Daily they witness the bad
faith of the Government—its acts of
plunder and sacrilege—aad they can-
not be for one moment decelved by the
hypoceritical pretense of tolerance.’’

¢ They are not deceived,’” I said,
“¢ but they are not proprietors of the
journals in which they wrile. And so
long as the brunt of this battle in
France is borne by the Catholic Church,
the great newspapers and the news.
agencies—which are mostly non-Chris
tian—are rather pleased than other-
@ise.'”’

His Eminence, for he is Kaglish-born,
@apoke of the London Times, and of its
persistent and subtle misrepresontation
of this attack on the faith of Christ.
And it is a plain matter. In ali the
Hnglish-speaking world the battle in
France has been subtly misrepresented,
The press has been an orchestra raled
by the laton waved by the non Chris.
tian ring of the international financiers.
‘No one of the slightest intelligence in
international aflairs doubts this fact—
but few, would dare to say it. There
is not much courage these days. Bat
courage is a quality that Merry del
Val has never lacked. Aund the picture
he drew of this great battle Yor religi
ous liberty and the faith of Christ was
bold and apostolic. I seemed to see
the legions marching out against God
—grimy little Jacobins, the Voices and
the A ppetites, while in the background
other little men upbent themselves
and stood up (they had been groping
for gold in the gutters of the world—in
the very tumors of humanity) and
cheered on the grimy mercenaries ; over
them floated sordid banners on which I
vead : ““ A bas le Ohrist 1" —a true
ploture that. ** A bus le Ohrist I"'—
that is the open cry of Brignd, ¢ Min-
ister of Public Worship,” ol Jaures of
Olemencean, of Viviaul, of all the
dwarf Robespierres in whose hands
{ostensibly) are the destinfes of un
happy France. And of these things
the Cardinal spoke very quietly, but
with hidden fire ; now and then he ges-
ticulated with his long white hand,
upon which was the great opiscopal
emerald—Iit is the gom of humanity and
peace, it

.

THE GENDARME AT THE ALTAR.

“ The Knglish speaking world is
Christian, after all, Your Eminenco ;
ite apathy is due to ignorance. That
hidden orchestral leader of the press
Bws created the impression that the
Pope is assailing the French civil law,"

*“ Yon have but to look at the facts,
The Concordat was broken—most dis-
honorably. The Holy S8ee was not even
aotifled. This in itself was & violation
«f the usages of olvilized nations,
Moreover, it the Conocordat was to be
‘moken, if the petty pensions paid to
‘iie olergy were to be revoked, justice
«femanded that the Church property,
which the State held In brust as a
guarantee of these payments, should be

lven back. Now, what was done ?

he Btate confiscated the entire prop-
erty of the church—the houses bullt

been laid up for the support of super
annusted priests, the sacred vessels
and the holy relics of the faith., One
thing the State offered—it permitted
the churches to be leased by whab it
called associations cultuelles, These
associations might be formed by any
Frenohmen who made a declaration be-
fore the local authorities.’

*1 know a parish where the plumber,
who is a soclalistic politician and a
Jowish antiquary, made that declara-
tion,” I ssid.

* Exactly such a thing ocould occur
in any parish. These associations cul-
tuelles receive from the Government a
one-year lease of the Church buildings ;
they are held responsible for pub-
lic worship — and their orthodoxy,
their Christianity evem, is vouched
for, mot by Bishop of the
diocese, but by a counncil of
state named and appointed by the Gov-
ernment of France — by that Minister
of Pablic Worship who has declared :
‘ We must make an end of Christianity !’
[ shall not intult your intelligence by
asking you if this is religious liberty !
These churches must be leased from the
Government ; once a year the lessee
must report himself to the police, like a
ticket of leave man ; but that is not all.
The association cultuelle is responsible
for the public worship ; beside the
priest at the altar stands the gendarme.
At any moment this delegate of those
who are trying to make an end of Chris-
tianity may rise and stop tie service—
send the priest from the altar and take
his place. Have you read this law
(Article V, 25° and 36’ ) which pro-
hibits the giving of religious instruc
tion to children botween the ages of six
and thirteen, who are inscribed in the
Pablic schools or destined to enter such
schools ?

‘‘ Religious liberty 1"’

*“ All our property—historic churches
ancient colleges, seminaries, manses,
houses for the sick and the poor,
houses of prayer — we let them take it
all. We demanded only the right to
worship God in freedom.
‘It has been said that we put our-
selves in opposition to the law of the
land by refusing to form the associations
cultuelles, This again is misrepresent-
ation ; the law gave us the right to form
these iations — we refusod to take
advantage of it. By way of answer the
Government applied a penalty, which
has long been excluded from French
law, that of confiscation. Very well ;
they have taken our property ; but we
have not ylelded up the principle of
religious liberty. You have read the
Pope’s encyclical : Gravissimo officii
munere, in which it is stated that the
associations cultuelles offered by the
new law cannot be instituted without
violence to the sacred principles and
rites that are the basis of the life of
the Ohurch, Upon that we stand.
The French Government issued a state-
ment that it knew to be false when it
aonounced that the French Episcopate
would have accepted the law ; it was
unanimous in rejeoting it.
¢ Again, the French Governmental
press avers that in Germany the Pope
accepted - the associations cultuelles
which in France he has refused. This
is another distortion of the truth. The
German Church Oouncils are merely
administrators of Church property.’’
*‘ As the church wardens are in Eng-
land,”’ I suggested.
* Yes, they manage the Church prop-
erty ; but they are not the organizers
and dlrectors of Church worship, as the
French associations would be, And it
is upon this point that we cannot yield.
We cannot permit that those who are
avowedly trying to make an end of
Christianity should control our worship
of Christ. This is more than a viola-
tion of the rights of individual liberty ;
it is a‘denial of man's right to worship
God.’
And this indeed is the point in the
law of December 16, 1906, and in the
later law, passed in the last days of the
year, a point that has not been made
clear in the press of the English speak-
ing world. Glance merely at! the
famous paragraphs ordaining that the
churches shall be kept open, *‘ accord-
ing to the days, hours, and convenience
of the tax-payers of each commune and
under the control of the mayor or re-
sponsible local authority.” Now the
churches, so controlled, are ** kept
open,'’ not only for the use of Catholics
who built them, but *‘ for all religious
or philosophical gatherings.’’ If certain
little Robespierres wish to worship the
goddess Reason, they have merely to
mention the days and hours that suit
their convenience. The mayor and the
gendarme will see to it that their girl
in tinsel is installed in the holy place.
Israelities, Buddhists, philosophloal
anarchists, worshippers of the Golden
Calf, devil worshippers of the Parisian
oult, may gather in the churches, suit-
ing their * convenience '’ of day and
hour. And to the Oatholica the Gov.
ernment says : ‘* You see, we do not
drive you out of your churches! They
areepen. Go and worship if you want to
worship. The mayor will admit you; the
gendarme will ¢ organize and direot '
your worship.'” As a matter of fact
one has but to read the law to recog-
nize how subtly it fulflls its purpose —
that purpose which Briand declared
was to make an end of Christianity.
It was of these things that his Emin-
ence spoke as we sat in the great room,
in front of Sansovino's chimneypioce,
and under the allegorical figures of the
Arts and Sciences and the Cardinal
Virtues—symbolism not wholly without
meaning today. And I asked what
the Church would do in these hours of
battle. Once more, with slow emphasis,
the Cardinal declared that the Church
would not relinquish the fight for re-
ligious liberty in the world and for the
preservation of the faith of Christ in
France ; and this was impressive., He
stood ercct in his flowing robes, and he
seemed timeless and impersonal as a
propheoy.

Iv.

THE STOLEN ARCHIVES.

¢ The French Government has gone
from’illegality to illegality,”” he eon.
tinued. “‘It broke the Conocordat with-
out notilying the other party to that
contract—a procedure unknown among
civilized nations. It selzed Monsignor

for God by the plety of ages, the epls.
aopal manses, the very fands that had

Montagnini, who was in charge of the

him from the country, by the hands of
its police. Such an expulsion is un-
precedented in our days. Kven when
diplomatic relations are broken, eclivii-
ized natlons respect the residences and
especially the archives of foreign em.
bassies, It is true that our nunolo had
left Paris, but how could I imagine that
our archives wonld be plundered ? Who
oould have expected that? The
French press and notably the Govern.
ment have reproached me with asking
the Spanish ambassador at Paris to try
to protect” the archives. What else
should I have done ? Such action has
often been taken ; it is thoroughly in
sccord with diplomatic usages. I tele-
graphed him as soon as I heard ol the
outrage. Unlfortunately he could do
nothing ; anyway it was too late.’’

It was another man who spoke now ;
and I began to understand why he is
called the Great Cardinal.

‘ The archives were seized—the
papers accumulated in the nuniclatures
of Monsignor Clari and Monsigoor
Lorenzelli, and, in addition, the
cipher, with which the French
Government can now read all the tele-
Rgrams exchanged between the nuncio
and the Holy See and, as well, the
correspondence of all the civil powers
—and all of them bave a right to de-
mand that their diplomatic secrets
should be preserved. I have protested
to the powers against this violation of
an incontestable right of the Pope—the
right of corresponding directly or
through others with the Catholics of
the entire world, be they Bishops or
the humblest of the faithfal.”

His Eminence had spoken of a paper
that he wished to give. He went to-
ward the Fifth Room, which is In the
old Borgia tower. As he came to the
few steps leading up to it, he turned
and said : * Perbaps you would like to
see this room,’’

Of old it was known as the Room of
the Creed ; to-day it is the Cardioal’s
study—a great writing-table, many
books, a typewriter, a telephone ; it
is essentially modern save for those
ancient frescos and the deep windows.

For the Cardinal is the most modern
of men ; the Romans know him only as
the great Secretary of State—that
state constituted by two hundred and
fifty millions of the faithful. They see
him when he drives abroad in his Old-
World coach, drawn by black stallions.
Those who know the man will tell you
what a good game of golf he plays, how
he can send a rifle ballet through a ten-
001t piece at twenty yards.

These are things worth knowing
about a really great man. And Merry
del Val is, moreover, an accomplished
man. He speaks all langnages. His
English is perfect ; he is a finished
scholar, an extremely flne diplomatiet,
a rare judge of men. I have met mqst
of the strong men of the world and
judged them as one may ; but I have
never been face to face with a man of
such essential power. This is the im.
pression you take away : calm power,
These is no imperial hysteria ; there is
nothing strenuous and ill-balanced. You
feel yourself in the presence of what
the scientists call ‘¢ intraatomic
energy '’—something beautiful and still
and irresistibly strong. And this Is
interesting and important, because to
Oardinal Merry del Val is committed
the conduct of the battle now being
waged in Earope for God and the
Ideal. Of all the men in high place he
is the youngest. He was born in Lon-
don, of distinguished Spanish-Irish
parentage, in 1865. Before he was
thirty-nine years of age he was a Car-
dinal ; a year later he was made Car-
dinal Secretary of State. In his hands
was placed the greatest administrative
trust that any man holds upon earth.
Pius X., as the Romans are fond of
saying, is a holy Pope ; it is upon his
secretary of state that the burden of
the visible Church has been laid. And
he has entered upon a great battle for
liberty, perhaps the most important
battle fought in France since the days
of Clovis.

It should be borne in mind that
France is the only anti-religions nation
in the world. No other has set itself
the task of blowing out the light in
Heaven and getting rid of Christianity ;
and France is in her decadence—with a
dwindling population, with criminality
averaging more than twice that of Italy
or Germany, with nearly ten thousand
suicides a year—the figures are nine
thousard seven hundred and three—
and with a literature in which Infamy
squats by the side of Blasphemy and
Human Degradation.

But even in the masculine and adult
nations humanity to day is ill at ease.
In America, in every degree of lati-
tude, scores ef little religions are
springing up and dying ; ghostly visit-
ants haunt the darkened rooms where
tables rap and turn ; one and all, these
are mere indications of the battle that
must be waged the world over—on the
one side the Volces and the Appetites,
on the other God and the Ideal. And
two hundred and fifty millions are
marching out with the Christian Knight
with whom you and I have had word.
Surely then he is a man to study and,
it possible, to know. His last word
was : *‘ No, the Pope could not accept
the associitions cultuelles without fail-
Ing in his duties as Supreme Chief of
the Church and denying the funda-
mental principles of the Church itself,”

He acoompanied me to the door at
which he had received me. And we
shook’hands and parted. The Cardinals
had gone ; only the little secretary,
silent and pale, still wrote in a leather
book ; and in the other room Mon-
signor Konnedy waited. He came to
me in a kind of amazement.

‘“ It is nearly 2 o'clock,’”’ he said.

His Eminence had given me not only
three minutes ; he had given me one
hour and a half.—Everybody's Maga
zine, March, 1907.

Sustains Countless Thousands.

The consolation of rellgion—Catholic
or Protestant—sustains countless thou-
sands who, under the strain, the burden
and the stress of life, ite sorrows and
bereavements and its destructive mis-
takes, would surely lose their reason
without those comforts and undying
hopes.—From the Obristian Advocate,

Papal Nunoiature in Parls, and expelled

Methodist.

WORK AS WELL A8 PRAYER.

¢ Work goes well with prayer,’’ says
the Messenger of the red Heart.
¢ Without work there is no true
prayer. Prayer is & quickening of the
spirit, which manifests itself in ex:
ternal effort. Aspiration, fervor, reso-
lution, sll igrow out of prayer, and
when sincere and earnest, all develop
into action. Prayer for the Sovereign
Pontiff is imperative, but it is just as
imperative to work for him. How?
By taking the pains to learn what he
wishes for the Church in France or in
any other part of the world ; by learn-
ing enough aboat it to be able to ex
plain it intelligently to the noa-Cath-
olic, and.to some few Catholics also,
who are wondering why the Pope is
specially concerned in the situation in
France, and how the very existence of
the Church is threatened in that conn-
try. Unfortunately, this is not stated
correctly in our newspapers. Some of
them have tried to give the true view
of the question so far as they could ;
but as a rule they have misrepresented
the action jof the Church and the atti.
tude of the Pope and the French
Bishops. Apparently a change has
come over them lately, and they begin
tu perceive that there are two sides to
the question. What has caused the
change? The sentiment manifested in
the great mass meetings throughout the
country; the circulation of Catholic
newspapers and perlodicals giving
carefully prepared accounts of the so-
called separation and the manner of
applying it ; and finally, personal effort
on the part of influential Catholics to
convince the men who have the ear of
the public that the Catholic Church in
France is standing for her rights,’' —
Sacred Heart Review.

Saloon Keepers.

We have never yet said a good word
for the Catholic saloon-keeper. It is
our personal opinion that he is living in
the proximate occasion of sin so long as
he is in the business. But when we
read the recommendation that he should
close his saloon on Good Friday, we
must say that we have never yet known
him 80 lost to all sense of decency as to
keep open on that day.—Antigonish
Casket.

DIED.
HERINGER—Suddenly in Mildmay, Ont. on
Wednesday, .March 6, 1907, Mr. George Her
inger, Post Master. aged fitty six years and
three months. May his soul rest in peace !

METALLIC

WRITE FOR PRIcrg

METALLIC ROOFING C°

C TORONTo ,CDANADA'G

TEACHERS WANTED.
\VANI‘ED TEACHER FOR R. C, SEPAR-
ate school, No. 3 and. 4, Anderdon,
Duties to commence after Kaster holidays.
Apply stating salary to A. J. Mailloux. Sec.
Treas., Amherstburg, 14822,

ANTED A CATHOLIC TEACHER
(male or female) fully qualified to teach
and speak French and English, for R. C. 8 S,
3B. Malden, and Colworth. For the term be:
ginning at once or 1st of May, 1907. Applic-
canta will please sbate salary and experience.
Address, Daniel A. Oullette, Sec, Treas. Ver-
eker, Onb, 1482 4.

SINGLE. MALE TEACHER WANTED FOR
Qu'Appelle Industrial School. Sask., good
position. Apply Rev. J. Hirgouard. Labret,
Sask, 1482-2 w0

If you want a breakfast food
that will make your mouth water
and at the same timo prove most
heaithful and nutritious . . ., .

Ask your grocer for

“STERILIZED”

RELIANCE

BREAKFAST FOOD
New,Dainty, Delicious
Small
Package 50. Try It
ASK FOR THE PURPLE PACKAGE

There ls a baking powder it will
Pay you to try because it costs loss
to you, gives better results, makes
food healthful and is eold on &
Cash Guarantee of Satisfaction.

Ask your grocer for

RELIANCE

BAKING POWDER

It you want a set of
Reliance Picture Pest Cards

i® FREFE.

Write ue at once naming your grocer
and this paper and we will send you
& set of four, lithographed in brilliant
colors, free; postage prepaid by us,

International Foad Co.,

TORONTO, - CANADA

Catholic Order of Foresters

Ald. Chas, S. O. Boudreault, Chief
Ranger of St. Jean Baptiste Court,
Ottawa, and Benjamin J. Asselin, Re-
cording Secretary of St. Bazil's Court,
Brantford, have been appointed Organ-
izers for the Ontario Jurisdiction, and
are at work at present, in the interest
of Oatholic Forestry. It Recording
Secretaries in the Province think they
deserve the attention of a Provincial
Court Organizer, their wishes will be
considered, when application is made to
the Provincial Secretary or to the Pro-
vineial Chief Ranger.

V. WEBB, DR. B. G. CONNOLLY,

Prov. 8e0,, OTTAWA.  RENFREW, ONT.

0. M. B, A.—Branch No, 4, London,

Meets on the 2nd and 4th Thurldn{ of every
month, ab 8 o’clook, at their hall, in Alblon
Blook, Richmond Street. M. J, McGrath,
President; P. F.Boyle, Secretary.
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HEAD OFFICE

A. A. Avraw, Vice-Pres.

Capital fully paid
Reserve funds ........
Assets over ...... Nishacs :

General Banking

The SOVEREIGN BANK

OF CANADA |

Ranporer Macponarp, President.

Capital subscribed ............ S (B $ 4,000,000

Interest credited quarterly
London Branch—Opposite City Hall, F. E. KARN, Manager.
London East Branch—685 Dundas St., W. J. HILL, Manager,
Aylmer, Belmont, London, Berlin, Ilderton

- TORONTO

D. M. Srewarr, Gen. Mgr,

3,998,000
1,255,000
veenns 25,000,000

Savings Department

THE SUN LIFE or CANADA

—O e

A Record of Great Success Last Year--.
Assurances in Force Crossed the Hundred

Million Dollar Mark—

Current Profits Paid

Policyholders Keeping Pace with
the Company’s Growth—The
Insurance Investigation by
the Royal Commission,

At the annual meeting of the Sun Life of | table in use in th: Unit

Canada, held at Montreal on February

26th, the report of the Directors was a
magnificent one, showing that the Com-
pany’'s operations during the past year
have been exceptionally successful. The
report says :

Applications for assurance were received
to the number of 16,546, for $22,901,570.65.
The policies actually issued and paid_for
numbered 12,933, and covered $17,410,-
054.37, the balance being declined or un-
completed. The total assurances in force
at the close of the year now amount to
$102,566,398.10 under 78,625 policics.
The passing of the hundred million dollar
line marks ancther milestone in the Com
pany's progress,

Income Rapidly
Increasing.

The income continues rapidly to in-
crease, and has now reached $6,212,615.02
The zssets show the same characteristic,
and are now $24,292 692 65, the addition
for the twelve months being very close to
the even three millions of d.llars. During
the past five years the assets have more
than coubled, and during the past ten
years they have almost quadrupled,

Growth in Strength and
Profit Earning.

But while the growth in size indicated
by the preceding items is very gratifyirg.
the growth in strength and profit-earning
power has been even more marked. The
surplus earned during the year was $921,-
721.34, of which $208,658.97 was distri-
buted in cash to policyholders entitled to
participate that year ; $207,763.51 was set
aside to place the reserves on all policies
issued since 1902 on a three per centbasis ;
and $489,548.86 was added to the undivided
surplus. The surplus over all liabilities
and capital stock is row $2,225,247.45,
which indicates the strength of the Com-
pany's position and the amplitude of the
provision for those policies whose time for
participation has not yet arrived.

Liabilities Calculated
on Stringent Basis.

The liabilities have been calculated on
the Hm. table with three and one-half per
cent, interest for all policies issued prior to
December 31st, 1902, and three per cent,
for those issued since. It should also be
noted that the Hm, mortality table in itself
calls for heavier reservesthanthe American

.

both from the standp
employed and the rate of i
the liabilities have be

unusual stringent basis,

| Handsome @urrent
| Dividends to Policyholders

\ Although the increase in the surplus o

| hand has been great and promises well for
‘rumre distribution of profit, the divxllel,r‘s
:aclually being paid to our po!icyholdv;'
havg kept pace. The teady growth in the
‘Proht earnings permitted the Company ¢
increase the scale of distribution for the
year 1905 beyond that for 1904 ; and tha
scale for 1506 in its turn beyond that f‘ .
I9Q5. We are pleased to say that the scale
which has been adopted for the currer
year 1907 is again beyond that for 190:
The large earnings have therefore n‘
merely benefited the policyholders b
adding to the strength of th Company and
by increa ing the provis "
profits, but also by perr

bution to them of rem
current dividends,

kably handso ne

The Insurance
Investigation,

Tne most noteworthy featura
year in Canadian insurance
been the investigation of our life tom-
panies by a Royal Commission, The
pubhc are already so thoroughly informed
in rega'd to this matter that any detafled
reference here is unnecessary. Speaking
| of our own Company, while the Comml:-
| sion unquestionably gave the officers an
immense amount of additional labor, the
results of the enquiry have been very
beneficial. The great strength of the
Company, its profitable investments, ths
large dividends paid by it to its policy-
ho.ders, the ample provision for profits on
policies not yet participating, and, if wa
may be pardoned for saying so, ths
honesty and cleanness in all its business
methods, have been brought into the light
as never before,

A Most Striking Fact.

Possibly the most stri
out was that the Compa really much
| stronger than it has e imed to be
having a contingent fund outsida its pub-
lished list of assets, composed largely of
bonus stocks obtained in connection with
purchases of bonds. This fund is already
worth a large sum, and not only adds to
the strength of the Office but will in time
material'y increase the payments of profits
as the various items are converted into
cash,

of the past
circles has

; fact brought

—_——
The Company’s Growth.

Net Asseis Lifs Assuranceg
Year Income  exclusive of Uncalled Capital in Force
B8R v as 56 4% 4 $ 48,210 93 $ 96,461 95 $ 1,064,350 00
1876.. sei s 102,822 14 265,944 64 2,414,063 32
1881.,, ve we 182,500 38 538,523 75 5,010.156 81
1886. . oe e 373.500 31 1,673,027 10 9,413,358 07
1891., .. o 920.174 57 2,885 571 44 19,436,961 84
1890, ¢ o s o® ow 1,886,258 00 6,388,144 66 38.196,890 92
1901.. .. . 3.095,666 07 11 773,032 07 62,400,931 00
490655 We ov os we 6,212,615 02 24,292,692 65 102,566,398 10
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OUNG LADY (CATHOLIC) L. L, C M. ana

holding certificates of Associated Board of

R.A. M. and R.C. M, and Prof, I, 8, M., de-
sires poat in Convent school as resident teach
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