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N this short account of the various activities of the Local
Councils, the informativn has been taken solely from
their own annual  reports as  printed in the Annual

Report of the National Council, ‘I'he task has not been an
citsy one, innsmuch as thero is no very sharp line drawn between
National Council work and Local Council work, but an attempt
hay been made to classify them under the heading of (1) Work
undertaken at the request of the National Council, and (2)
Woark undertaken on the initiative of the Local Couucils them-
selves,  Exeopt in special cases the work has been looked at ay
i whole and has not heen credited to each individual Council
earrying it out, 1t has, moreover, often been difficult to define
exietiy the result of actions taken in hand; the special task of
Laocal Councils appears to be quite as much to initiate move-
ments as to carry them to c¢ompletion, and in any case the
publicity given to any movement through a Local Council and
the consequent awakening and educating of public opinion, aml
sometimes also of legislative and civie bodies, is the main,
though oft.  intangible, result aimed at in the binding together
of societies in one common aim and for one common purpose.
The Council prides itself on the carc with which it undertakes
any new task, and also on the thorough iuvestigation it makes
and tho exact information it procures before presenting peti-
tions or appealing to any public body.

T. WORK UNDERTAKEN AT THE REQUEST OF THE NATIONAL
('0UNCIL.—This heading comprises for the most part the points
of interest discussed at the Annual Meetings and relegated to
Standing Committees or direet to Local Councils for further
claboration; so far as possible the results of the action are
wiven in each case.

Tn 1894 Local Councils were asked to institute an Inquiry
into the Condition of Women in Prisons and to recommend the
appointment of a sufficient number of Police Matrons. This
was taken up by Loeal Councils where the conditions made it
neeessary for them to do so, and during successive years the
following results of their petitions, investigations, or appeals
are recorded :—ihe appointment of Police Matrons in many
places, or of an additional one; bhetier conditions in various
Tacalities for women prisoners, such as complete separation of
the sexes and of the voung from the old; the provision of
sleeping accommodation in palice cells: the securing of covered
patrol  wagons. Loeal Councils  have alse  co-operated
with  the Prisoners’ Aid  Association in  petitioning
for the classifieation of prisoners and  the isolation of
those  awaiting trial for the first time. Earnest
eofforts towards jail reform have heen made hy these sacieties,
and potitions sent to the authorities from time to time; while
the moulding of public opinion on this suhject is still part of
their work. Tn one ease a Couneil was invitel hy the eivie
anthorities to appoint two of its members to pay periodie visits
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to the Jail and Poorhouse and report to them on the conditions
there. In another district persons arrested on suspicion found
more comtortable provigion mumte for them than the bare police
cell,  Child offenders have not been forgotten by our workers;
petitions have beon presented, asking that boys under a certain
age be sent to reformatorics and not classed as hardened crim-
inals; also & memorial was forwarded to the authorities approv-
ing of the Younthful Offenders’ Bill recommeaded by the
Ontario Prigon Reform Commissioners.

The appointment of Women Factory Inspectors.—The On-
tario and Quebec Legislatures were memorialized on this sub-
jeet, and the laws were amended so as to allow of the appoint-
ment of women inspectors; the Loeal Councils of these Prov-
inces foel, therefore, that they have been largely instrumental
in securing the valuable serviees of three devoted women
inspectors,  Following the appointment of the same, came 2
request that their salaries be increased owing to the enlarge-
ment of their sphere of work since the provisions of the Fae-
tories Act were applied to shops both in Ontario and Qucbee,
this also having been pressed upon tho Legislatures of these
two Provinees by the Local Councils,

Manual T'raining.—This is a subject to which the Local
Councils have devoted themselves since 1894, In that year the
Provincial Legislature of Ontario was approached, with the
result that Maoual Training was added to the school curricu-
lum. The Local Councils of Ontario then began to press the
various Boards of Edueation to introduce this subject into the
public schools, and they have continued to do so from time to
time, while giving their support to any other plan which would
place this boon within reach of the children of the Dominion.
In the Province of Quebec Manual Training was permissibic,
but the efforts of the Local Councils tended to increase the
usefulness of this branch of education. By petition of the
Toronto Lucal Council the privileges of the City Technical
School were made available to women, and there are now large
and flourishing classes devoted to instruction in the Domestie
Arts, and Government examinations in the same have also been
secured. In Hamilton the Young Women’s Christian Aasocia-
tion established a School of Domestic Science, which grew into
a Normal Training School, and to this the Local Council lent
its hearty support. In places where School Boards have not
seen their way to meet the demands of the Local Councils, they
have themselves made a beginning by starting Cookery or Sew-
ing Classes, or Schools of Domestic Science, or they have co-
operated with and supported the efforts of other societies in
this direction, and have in every way endeavored to educate
public opinion up to tho point of .appreciating the prescut
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suecessful position in which the muvement stands, this move-
ment which they helped so largely in earlier days to foster and
encourage,

Lengile of Working Hours for WWomen and Children in Fac-
torics.—~The Local Counecils were asked to cuolleet information
on this point, to be handed in to 2 S8.anding Committee, whicn
presented a very valnable report in 1596; after this the subject
was dropped, it not being considered advisuble to carry it
heyond the report stage, owing to the division ot opimion in the
Council as to the real advantage to be derived from taking
such a stand on behalf of women.

Lauws for the Better Protection of 1Tomen and Children.—
This subject has held a very important place in Council work.
Tho Local Councils have aided very materinlly in collecting
information and in quoting relinble cases, which the Standing
Committce has been able to bring in report form again and
aguin before the Ministers of Justice until certain amendments
to the Criminai Code which this Committec petitioned for have
heen made. The Councils are still asked to take their share in
this work as long as there are laws bearing upon the subjeet
which require amendment. The details of this important work
are to be found in the ycarly reports of the Standing Commit-
tees, ruther than in those of the Local Councils, The same may
ho saidl about the Spread of Pernicious Literalure, on which the
Council has taken so strong a stand. Here aguin the Loeal
Conneiis have aided the Standing Committee appointed to deal
with this matter, so that an amcndment to the Criminal Code
wis asked for and granted. making it i penal offcuce to sell us
well as to pnblish such publications. They have, at the request
of the Post Oftice officials, watched the printed wmail matter
which eame within their reach, and have reported cn any suspi-
cions cases; they have also warned School authorities and have
instrueted mothers, by means of talks and of printe.d leaflets,
of the insidious dangers which may beset their iittle ones at
any moment through the circulation of harmful reading matter
and pictures. Moreover, pure reading has heen encouraged, and
the work of the National HHome Reading Union aand of similae
societies has heen distinetly fostered.

The Position of Women on Boards of School Trustees was
taken up in 1897.—Local Couneils had already been interested
in this subject; o member of one Loeal Council had come ont
at the head of the poll; another was proud to he defeated by
one vote oniy; while a third had succeeded in getting a bill
passed stating that two women should be appointed on each
School Board in the Province of New Brunswick. Since then
tho effort has been continued with more or less success, and a
valuable pamphlet hearing on the different mades of appointing
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or electing women on Boards of School Trustces has been print-
ed by the Council. 8till, however, even members of Local Coun-
cils hold back und are afraid, in spite of scveral noble exam:
ples, to submit themsvlves to the ordeal of election; but the
Standing Committee at work on this subjeet may be trusted to
cncourage all such efforts. 1n New Brunswick, where the office
is filled by appointnient, there are now sixteen women willing
to serve their gencration in this way.

An attempt to seeure the proper Inspection and Care of the
Tecth and Eycs of Public Scliool Children was also made; but
appurently without any very tangible results.

The attention of the Loecal Councils was called in 1897 to the
important subject of a Connected and National System of Im-
migration for IWomen, with a distributing centre and Loeal
Commiittees to supervise the immigrants. Only a few Councils
engaged activeiy i this work, and these were tor the most part
cither specially interested in the arrival of the women, as in
Montreal, Quebe¢, Saint Jchn and Halifax, or in the need which
they were meant to supply. In the places just mentioned, much
work has been done to sccure proper receiving Homes and suit-
able matrons. The Standing Committce on this subject i3 now
asking for the active co-operation of all the Local Councils in
sceuring beforeband suitablo openings for better class women
immigrants.

The fact eannot be overlooked that the National Council did
much to inangurate the Victorian Order of Nurses, and only
those who are connected with the inner workings of our Local
Councils can at all realize the effcrts made by a large number
of these baldies to secure and keep in running order a loeal
branch of this most valuable work.

The Care of the Aged and Infirm Poor, although the work
of a Standing Committee, has been warmly taken up by many
of the Local Councils, and every faecility given to enable the
National Council to press for amencments to the Vagraney Act,
so that the poor may no longer be commiited to jail on the
charge of poverty. Much has been done to obviate this by
appeals to the Legislature, by efforts to have Homes of Industry
established, and by the support of Homes and Refuges. Akin
to this is the commitment of the Insane and Imbeciie to Jal
pending their removal to an Asylum. This injustice has rouse:l
many Local Councils to careful investigation, resulting in
appeals to the Legislature not. yet entirely successful; but the
minds of the anthorities as well as of the public are alive to the
necessity of removing this stigma also from the Statute Book.
in one casc better accommodation for the insane was provided
at onco at the instance of a Local Council; but much still remains
to be accomplished in this direetion,
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A very able paper on Work for the Unemployed caunsed this
subject to be directly taken up by Loeal Councils, and the
movement has resulted in the successful estublishment of Potato
Patches, Poor Relief Societies, }riendly Help Societics and
Boards of Associated Charities. Without doubt the Local Coun-
cils have undertaken no more important wurk than their carnest
assistance in the organization of these magnificent schemes,
which attempt to solve 80 sanely sume of the vexed problems
of our day and generation.

A very thorough investigation into the number of Fecbic
Minded Women at large in the country was made by Local
Councils. The results, as well as many sad facts gleaned from
the experience of Homes and Institutions, were laid before the
Legislature; the care of these unfortunates is brought up from
year to year by the Standing Committee appointed to deal with
tho subject, but it is only as the public is awakened to the
fact that they arc nourishing a feeble minded race of individ-
uals in their midst that any radical steps can be taken to remove
this source of danger tp the nation.

Efforts to Check the Spread of Consumption occupied the
attention of Local Councils in 1899, and they have helped for-
ward the general move toward a right treatment of the whole
subject. Proper provision for the patients themselves has been
appealed for; but the best results achieved by Loeal Councils
have been in securing the prohibition of expectoration in streets,
pubiic places and street cars in many places.

Lucal Councils have been asked to recommend the Addition
of Women Physicians to the Medical Staff of Hospitals, Asy-
lums for the Insane, and other Iustitutions where women are
provided for. This follows on a resolution passed in 1895 urg-
ing that influcnce be used to place women on Boards of Philan-
thropic Iustitutions, These requests have been sucessfully
carried out in more than one instance.

Another object brought to the notice of Loeal Councils has
been the securing of a Weekly Half-1loliday for Employees in
Stores and other places of business, which was coupled with a
plea for Karly Shopping. Memters of Council have the power
to do much in this direction by their individual action; but the
ather matter has also heen given serious consideration, and will
continue to receive the sanmie until the time is ripe for definite
steps to be taken generally.

A Standing Committee was appointed in 1899 to raise a Loan
1o assist the Doukhobor Women; this was quickly raised by the
Loeal Councils, and a warm interest wuas cvineed in these new-
comers to the Dominion; valuable personal assistance was given
in many quarters, and the Councils have been endlessly goad in
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disposing of the artistic needlework produced hy the women
when later on this Home ludustry was organized and in work-
ing order.

Tho share which the Loeal Councils toek in the vroduetion
of the vast amount of statistics and information contained in
the Canadian if'omen’s Handbook, which tho Council undertook
to prepure a8 the Government’s coutribution to the Wamen's
Section of the Paris Exhibition of 1900, must not be over-
losked.  They wlsy sharad heartily in the work of colleeting
signutures to the dddress to Queen Alezandra from the I omen
o] Cusada. They assisied the Ked Cross Sociely to form
Draoches, ami they gave practical aid to the Contingents of
Canadian Soldiers sent to South Africa.

Reeent subjocts referred to them for considcration are:—An
Inquiry into ike Working of Women’s Exchanges; Agriculture
for Women; The Encouragement of the Industrial and Fiue
Arts, and of Purity of Speeen and Accent; the Formation of
Vacation Schocls aud Playgrounds This latter movement has
already been suceessfully started by at least one Loeal Council
during the summer of 1902, ‘

H. WorkK UNDERTAKEN ON THE INITIATIVE OF THE LocaL
COUNCILS THEMSELVES, in all of whicih one or mere Local
Coeuneils have taken definite action.

The sccuring of a Carfew By-Law and the enforcement of the
same; assistance to procure a Troancy Aet; assistance given to
a Parks® Proteetive Assodiation; organization of Health Talks
to Muthers and printing of Cards of Rules an the Subjeet; poti
tion to allow women to preside at School Examinatians; institu-
tion of 1 Waman's Exchange; organization of Waomen’s De-
partments at Agricuitural and Industrial Exhibitions at  the
speeial request of the authorities thereof ; petition against the
reduction of Teachers’ salaries; petition 1o have temperan-e
teaching in the publie scheols; etition for Aet to prohibit ehi'
dren ander the age of fifteen being on the sireets at night with
aut praper protection; petitions—many of them—lo prohibit
the male of tahaeco to mincrs, or to riise the license so as to
wmake it prehibitive fer the smaller stores to sell cigarettes to
beys; organization of Reading Clubs and assisiance given 1o
start Libraries and Reading Rooms; petition to close liquor
saivons on Labor Day; provision of an Ambulance Wagon:
asvistance scnt to Famine sufferers in India and to the Armeni-
ans: prampt and reuly assistance organized to relieve sufferers
in great fires: petition for stricter abservanee of the Sabinth;
petitions for 2 sure water supply and for a hetter sanitary con-
dition of the streets, and for the beauntifyirg of cities: peti-
tion that the name< of atreets be put up at each corner, and
that all hous < and places of husiness Le numbored; petition ta
have a Childeen s Protection Aet in British Columbin, whieh
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Aet passed its third reading in 1901; the introduction of the
Kindergarten into the public schools of Manitoba; uppeal for
i Factory Aet for Nuva Scoting petition for better savitary
arrungemnents for Female Employces in stores and offices; peti-
tion for Act compelling relations to support their aged and
Infirm Pour; request that the retail liquor business be separ-
ated from other businesses; appeal for precautions to prevent
people going on unsafo ice; uppeal for the removal of Im-
proper Posters, also for the supervision of Posters before they,
are put up; appeal against the introduction of a Music Hall
where none existed; the replacing of the Memworial to Loed
Sydenbam in the Kingston Cathodral, which was destroyed Ly
fire, the Outario Governmeunt placing a sum in the hands of the
Kingston Local Council for thig purpose; institution of inquiry
into the Sweating Syvstem and request to co-operate with the
Federated Trades Couneil for the suppression of the sume:
inzniry into the comnditions of Maternity Boarding Houses; con-
sideration of ingtituting public baths and suitable bathing
places for boys; eonsideration of plans for the prevention of
smoko; also of the needs of newshoys; appeal for the disinfoe-
tion of Home-Madae Clothing; publicity given to the want of a
pure Milk Supply and assistance in sceuring the same; investi-
sration into the sanitary coudition of markets; sapport given to
the formation of branches of the Aberdeoen Association and of
Women's Historical Societies; petition for Free Employment
Rurcaus; petition to provide vestibulod fronts to street cirs in
the winter.

In conncetion with Work for the Sick, Local Councils have
done their fair share. Hospitals have been agitated for, have
heen collvcted for, have heen built, have been cnlarged, have
had women’s wards, memorial wards and chiliren’s pavilions
added; appeals have been made for the crection of suitable
buildings for infectioue discancs:—all throngh the efforts of
Lacal Councils. Tt is, therefore, gratifying, to learn that mem-
bers of Loeal Conncils have here and there been made perns-
nent members of Hospital Baards in recognition of their ser-
vices to tho cause of humanity and progress.

This Jong list of undertakings may uot be absolutely com-
plete, but it is sufficiently so to give a very fair idea of -the
interests and activities of Local Councils during the years from
1894 to 1902,

A few of the other subjects discussed at Local meetings are
here appended:—¢“The Domestic Problem,””: ¢¢ Housewark as
a Profession’’; ‘‘A Kindergarten School for the Blind’;
““Training of Children’’; ““Social Purity’’; ‘‘ Amuscmicnts and
Entertainmonts, with the Duty of Parents in regard thereto®’;
¢¢The Trcatment of Women given to Iuebriely ’’; ¢The Woman
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of To-day*’; ‘“‘Rescnc Work’’; ¢¢Co-Edueation’’; “‘The De-
velopment of National Literature in Canada’’; ¢¢ The Distribu-
tion of Literaturo Amonyg Scttlers’’; ¢ The Uses and Abuses of
ftouks ;¢ Honse Sanitation’?’; ¢*Hygiene in tho Hoeme’';
‘“Roys® Cluls?’; ¢¢Physienl Colture for Women?’?; ¢“The 1w
portance of Fostering and Developing Patritoism in Children®’;
*¢Lreventible Causes of Insanity’’; ¢ Foods’’; “‘How onr
Towns are Governed?’’; ¢ Our Relations to the Publie Schools’*;
‘“A Plen for Compulsory Eduecation’’; ¢‘Infeetious and Con-
tugrions Disenses’”; < The Consumers’ Leaguo Movement.”’

Theso show clearly that one very important side of Council
work has not been neglected, mamely, the information of its
members on the livo issnes of the day and the consequent open-
ingz of the minds of the public to a variety of reforms which
cun only come about when the nation at largoe is fully awakened
to their alwolute nocessity. In this slow, laborious and often
little appreciated task the Local Couneils are taking their share,
and no one can measure tho extent of their influence in this
diroction, nor realize fully how their strength lies in this band,
which unites together for mutual work the societies existing in
any one place.

A careful study of tho above mentioned activities will surcly
divulge the fact that the Mational Council is what it claims o
be—a common mecting ground, where women of all shades of
apinion and from any and every Society can join hands, if they
will, in the scarch for ‘‘unity of thought, sympathy and pur-
pose,’’ and in the attempt to do by united and organized action
what would be impossibie to the individual. The more this is
vealized, the more will the Coununeil be strengthened in its under-
takings, aud Council workers are glad and proud to record their
sense of A growing appreciation of this side of their work, net
only in the minds of individuals, but in the estimation of publi-
badies, which it 2 great step gainel. Tne Laoeal Couneils, »s
companent parts of the National Couneil, provide a framework,
an enganization, by means of which the women of this Domin-
i can, if they will, work steadily, wnecasingly, glorionsly in
the cause of righteonsness,

K TERESA F. WILSON.
July. fodh,
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