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HALIFAX VISITING DISPENSARY.

et ——

~ Divectors” Report,
For Tae YEarR ENxpED NOVEMBER 30, 1879.

In accordance with duty and custom, the Directors of the
Dispensary present their annual statement of the work, events
and progress connected with its history, to those who give
it support and countenance, and for the information of the
community at large.

From its humble and quiet admission among the benevo-
lent and philanthropic Societies of Halifax twenty-five years
ago, the Dispensary has advanced and extended its special
and needful benefits, until it has reached a position when it
can claim to be one of the most useful and important among
them. It has a *local habitation and a name,” well known
to thouzands of beneficiaries, as well as to friends and
strangers ; but being dependent on the benevolence of the
Christian public, in addition to the generous yearly grant of
the City, and that of the Grovernment, its support must con-
tinue to be derived from each of these sources. The Direc-
tors herewith publish the Report of the Medical Board
which speaks for itself, and tells a tale to which the humane
and the generous will doubtless give ear, and govern them-
selves accordingly.

For some few years past the Directors have been in a
position to congratulate all who have heretofore manifested
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The sadness which arises at the absence of these old fa-
miliar faces, is sometimes accompanied by the thought, that
the succeeding generation does not appear to have the same
kindly sympathy and disposition to aid liberally, those need-
ful Institutions which are ostablished among us for the re-
lief of the unfortunate, the sick and the distressed.

We have faith, bowever, in the promptings of humanity,
and a full and just appreciation of the generosity of those
conscientious and regular contributors, who do not grow
weary in well doing, year by vear. To all such we tender
not only our hearty thanks, but also a new subscription list
on which to write their names.

The Directors are happy to state that the reduction in the
amount of the City grant referred to in a previous report,

was only temporary. When the matter was fully and fairly
represented on its merits before the City Council, that body
kindly voted again the original subsidy of $750 per annum.
The larger portion of the grant for this year, is yet to be
paid, and forms the nucleus of further funds expected to
come in for current unavoidable expenditure of the Dispen-

sary.
The necessity and reasons for an appeal to the liberality
of the public on behalf of this Institution are now to be men-

tioned.

The same causes which operate to a large extent in re-
ducing the financial income, unfortunately tend to create a
greater demand upon its treasury and special undertakings.
The supply of medicines has to be augmented: the calls
upon the time and services of the medical staff are being
steadily increased, and though the greatest care and strict
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titioners, and are visited at their homes or attended to at
the Dispensary, as their circumstances and needs require.
In proof of this, the Directors herewith submit the very
interesting statements of facts and valuable snuggestions
contained in the Report of the Medical Board, which, to-
gether with the equally valuable Annual resumé’ of Dr.
Dodge in connection with the Eye and Ear Infirmary, they
commend to the subscribers and the public.

These, after all, are the best evidences of the necessity and
alue of the Institution, and the Directors trust that all who
may see or hear of them will be ready and willing to sustain
a charity which costs so little and does so much.

They also tender sincere thanks to all friends and
and especially acknowledge the good offices of the Citv Press,
aid in making the claims and benefits

donors,

which never refuses to
of the Dispensary widely known.
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THE PREVALENCE OF AN EPIDEMIC.
1f we compare these figures with those of the last report,
it will be seen that there has been an increase of patients in
everv department. This is owing to the prevalence of an
epidemic of Measles and Whooping Cough during the past
summer, and the depression of business and consequent
difficulty ot obtaining employment, which compels many
persons to seek relief at the Dispensary who, under other
circumstances, would be both able and willing to pay a
Doctor for his services.
THE USEFULNESS OF THE DISPENSARY.
To give an idea of the increased and increasing usefulness
of this charity, it is only necessary to glance at the following
figures, taken from previous reports : —

No. Patients Treated.

Year.

1868ccccce oo PR & v AR EREN IS eeb e NI D
1869.ccces cooecvecoe PPCTEINIS SRS T S = T B R 3073
1BT0 i s s 556 arsnnt sssh s spsapaAsIAEE, VHses SRR 2667
1871 ¢ ceccevocene R e e T X T L L vassan DN
187200000 s0000e oo S TR PP 3 g & o R S 1935
T L e P TR T LT 2 L SR 1543
ERTR . ssoan veny siasins e dian Ve i ve 1OUR
1870c000¢ TIPSR AP S PO 8 ) A ade s oees SAOH
B0 o sorwsnnnss snoban vove s s o 654§ SVRE ERBD 2640
IBTT . <o osese s sae SEae. WeaEe S4B . 2839
1878 ccecsacecs coersecs 2948
1870 0 ss cosssosssssssesentsassse ssese ssssnes 3552

THE PREVALENCE OF ZYMOTIC DISEASES.
The following table of statistics, compiled from the Annual
Reports, is intended to show to what extent the more com-
mon forms of Zymotic Disease prevail among Dispensary

patients : —
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Statistics, and the experience of practitioners, show that an

EPIDEMIC OF DIPHTHERIA
commenced in the city about the year 1872, steadily increas-
ed in severity until it reached its maximum in 1876, and
has since that date been steadily decreasing. During the
past vear only eighteen cases occurred in Dispensary prac-
tice, and few cases have been observed in private practice-
One feature of this epidemic is worth recording, viz., that
the better classes have suffered very much more from the
disease than those situated under more unfavorable circum-
stances. This is clearly established by comparing the num-
ber of deaths occurring among patients treated at the
Dispensary with the number egistered at the office of Vital
Statistics :—-

DEATHS FROM DIPHTHERIA.

Dispv(r)mury. City.

IBTB sibivanine vnessnep RSP T, Syage ey B [P 1S 12
OTA L isivnnesnnons &5 s vasasegmane sweve Ve 0 36
Ty R S e e & A B AT T 0 27
T R A SRR R P el IR 8 174

5 No Returns.

1877 coeeeesees sone $e00 0800008 gesses s0stssse

AR o i058 50 sank v Enats Fmes 49048 094 S8 08100 3 i
UBID o 0 pisnes Aaes coss ae Ktianne o el suanes 0 B
16 249

That the poorer classes were not specially liable to be
attacked by this epidemic is confirmed by the fact that the
disease was rarely observed among the negroes, the majority
of whom are exposed to insanitary influences of the worst
kind. In examining the imperfect records in our possession,
one feature at once arrests attention, viz.: the large amount of

PREVENTABLE DISEASE
that is constantly prevailing in the city. At least one hun-
dred deaths are caused every year by Diphtheria, Measles,

Scarlet Fever and Whooping Cough—infectious diseases
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CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES.

Following is a classification of diseases treated by the Dis-

pensary phvﬁcians during the past year:—

AbSCeSS ..o o
Abortion .... ...
RO ins o dnes 5
Adenitis .... +oeo 31
Alcoholism ....... 13
Amenorrheea . .... 64
Anthrax .... «... 6 |
Ani Prolapsus.... ©
Aneemia ceoe oo 65
AneuriSM.ees soee 2
Aphtha........ .. :
Aphonia .... ... 26
Arthritis coee oose 5
ASCItES covs o -00ee 3
ABEHINA, sovhiesies 26

Bronchitis. .
Bright's disease... 13
Blenorrhcea «o.... 4

SUBD i 0o shde saee 14
BUDO ssee 090 siae B
Busites «.ev0ss00 &
ORPIOB 40 00 nases 1
Catarrh (nasal). . 4
Catarth cecoococes 2
Cancer. s 9
Cardiac dmefxse 27
Cancrum Oris.. 3
Cephalalgia .... . 15
Chlorosis..cee voee 2

Cirrhosis of Liver. 1
Climacteric ...

Constipation .... 66
Convulsions ..... 9
Conjunctivitis... . 3
QCol0ssss ssnsanes 12
Congestion of Lungs 2
Congestion of Liver 10
Concussion of Brain 2
Cystitis . |
Debility...o coves 34

Deatition .a.e.. 22

Dislocations...... 2
{ Diphtheria........ 18

Diarrhceaeees seee 130
Dogbite.cee e vess .
Dropsyeeee seeese 8
Dyspepsia ... ... 178

Dysmenorrheea ... 12

Dysentery «....... 6 |

Eczema.cee cocess 22
Ecthyma ........ 1
Elephantiasis .... 1
Epistaxis .. . |
Epilepsy.c.c.. ... 5
Erysipelas . 23
Erythema .... ff
FAVYUR savisvee o0 B
Febricula... «cs. 46
Foreign Body in
BBE . shdsnsns 1
Foreign Bndy in
Nose.. PP
Frostbite «... .c.. 5
Fractures ... «... 12
Furuncle.... .. o 18
Gastritis ce.o ooe 3
(astralgia ....... 12
Glogsitls oo soev ' 1
GRS 5. 55350005 B
Gonorrheea ...... 35
Hemorrhoids..... 22
Hepatitis ... ...t 3
Hemiplegia ...... 1
Herpes.... «eeees 9
B aae sastes 9
Hordeum ... .... 2

Hysteria. .coo ooee 20
Hydrocele... .. 3
Hydrocephalus ... 2
Ictorus.cee coceve 2

a
\
l

|

Impetigo «....... 4 |

[njuries “minor). .

Incontinence of
Urine cissnsnss D
Intussusception .. 1
Influenza ‘v... ... 33
Insomnid.e.s vone 4
Intertrigo.... ««.. 1
IS ciin ssarsni 1
Laryngitis . T
Leucorrhcea « .... 14
Lepre .... R
Leuc myth(mrm 1
Lichon essseoss oo 2
Lumbago .... ... 26
Lupus .oee coee o0 4
Mastitis .
Mani@ssass svne e 1

MarasmuS.eee.ees 1
Malnutrition .... 1
Meoaslon: sose 2ese OB
Menorrhagia .... 21
Metorrhagia...... 9
Morbus coxee. .... 6
MOVOE 506005054 B
Neuralgia.... «ou. 38
Necrosi€esee o coee 3
Nephritis.... .... 1
Onychid.eees oovn 3 .
Otalgia ahaeas &
OGS «iss svar ane 1
Otorrhcea..cee eoos 1
Ophthalmia.... .. 3

ORIRBE 245y - wns 50 2
Orchitis. 4
Paraphymosis .... 4
Paralysis .... «... 16
ParotitiBecsc o 0eee 1
Pediculcoeoo seee 1
Perityphilitis .... 1
Periostitis «oe ... 3
Pemphigus..... 1
Phthisi8 seeee coee 11



Pharyngitis . /f
Pleurisy..... ... (§
Pleurodynia....... gg
Pleuro pneumonia ¢
l’nelnnurrh;lgi‘l,. oo 4
Pneumonia ..., .. 7
Potts Disease....., 9

Polypus-nasi . .. 4
Pruritus ..., . ..., 3
l’rvgn:mvy ....... 19

Pregnancy Dis-
orderse.... ..., 4

Porrigo. ......... 1
Prurigo.......... 11
Psoriasis ..., ... 6

Pityriasis . ..., 2
Renal Colic...... 1
Retention of Urine 3
Rickets

Scald........ . 6
Scarlet Fever., .., 9
Senectus ..... ..., 3
Sore Nipples. . 2
Sprains.......... 2/
Spermatorrhoes 1
Stomatitis. ..., 1

Stricture of the

Urethra........ 1
Stricture of (Fso.

phagus ........ 1
Syphilis. ........ 72
Synovitis ......... 13
RFCORIS 555 sansss ]
Tabes-mesenterica 1
{ 1 1 TS 1
Tonsilitis av 91
Tonsils, Hypertro-

phy of......... 2
Tongue Tie TR
Tumor 7

Ulcers... na9iines BT
l'I'tit.‘in‘i:l........... 6

Uterine Displace-
MBNLE voisnues o 11
Uterine Fibroid.,, 38
l't('rine('lcer;ttiun 2
Uvula Elongated., 3
Varicose veins isic O
Varicella
VIO it i yihia 85

Vertigo.,. .... . 2
Vomiti O s s 9
Vulvitis . ........ 4
L T T 1
Whooping Cough,. 91
Whitlow. ... ... 18

Wounds., ..,... 19
No. Diagnesis ... 134
Transferred ..., . o8
Wrong Address. .. 50
Able to pay...... 15
Doctor in attend-
BB vssisniens. B
Able to Come to
l)i:s;-mmn'y N
Sent to Hospital,, 2

CAUSES OF DEATH

9
Rheumatism.. .. .. 156
Roseols.,......... 4
Scrofula ,.... ., i 9
Scabies ....,. ... 14
Sciatica . ....,... 11
Abscess................
Asthma

Bronchitis ... . . b
Bright’s Disease
Convulsions, . .

Cergestion of Lungs

Diarrheea

.......

Total

Leucocythemia.. .. ., .
f Measles....
Hydrocephalus
} Pneumonia.,..,
| Phthisis ...... .
| Whooping Cough
|
I

...................

2
1
1
9

..............
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PiseAses OF THE EYE AND EAR

DR. DODGE’S REPORT TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE DISPENSARY.

During the past vear, ending Nov. 30th, 1879, 186
patients have been under my care ; 141 of the eve, and 45
of the ear—a larger number than in any previous year.
The operation for the removal of cataract was performed
once upon a man, whose lens had been injured by a nail;
the operation for capsular cataract once; and tridictomy,
or the operation for artificial pupil, twice,—once upon a
voung woman from the country, and in the next case upon
a patient in the city. These were all successful. Various
minor operations where likewise performed.

As a rule, I have found the patients regular in their
attendance, and ready to follow out any directions given
them. Owing to the difficulty of obtaining steady employ-
ment, some were obliged to forego their regular visits rather
than lose a day’s work. But many are so indifferent and
careless that they allow days, and even weeks, in many in-
stances, to pass by, before they apply for treatment. It
seems almost incredible that any mother, living not further
away than two blocks from the Dispensary, should neglect
her infant until it became hopelessly blind, and even allow
it to remain in that state for almost three months before she
took the trouble to obtain any advice : yet such is the fact.

In my report of last year L called attention to the number
of cases of chronic suppuration of the ears. It will be seen,
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HOSPITAL SUNDAY COLLECTIONS, OCTOBER 1971H, 1879.

St. Paul’s Churcheeeeseescoss sossesecs sosenncacannnnns $136 08
St MattheW’S.ccccsessssasssecs sossssescscscecs soronocs 81 60
St. Mark’8eecoes sovecssosanse R B R PR pa 13 16
St, George’sseeees coes T L LT, GRS CAAS ST 35 70
St, Luke'S8cees eeeese b EdEh AR A F R PORR T e
Garrison Chapel.cee cseesesssses sonennonenacane vooee 73 41
Grafton Street Church «.eoesveee seesnsveeecens coe TR -
Bishop’s Chapels«eses cosessnees sinnsssesaasansacecanees 28 50
Granville Street Church.c.ecoee ioevessecsceceescocnaees 17 13
Poplar Grove T TS AR Ty 21 00
Christ Church, Dartmouth...ceecoeece conenereneervanes 14 96
St. Andrew’s Churcheeeeee soessecscsccscns PP S PR 34 00
African Bnl)tist B L AR SR CEPR AR B 6 00
Chalmer’s R e o T L L PRSPy (ot vase 2D OB
Fort Massey 6 sesesessssns vesie stsde asasen sesoes 0 S
Charles Street “ «eee: cocerssccccs soeee bt WEe 11 43
Brunswick Street Methodist Churchesee coeeeacriee voceen 46 00
St. John’s (Presbyterian) L s aaness s pss s bimke b 39 10
Richmond and N. W, Arm R O R T T L, 6 36
Bedford Presbyterian LB T T e 5 45
Kaye St. Methodist i e wenaEe sae NV 2 00
Bedford Episcopal AR O RS T 1 50
St. James’ Church, Dartmouth.ceeeeaceeres conecane e 7 00
St. Mary’s Cathedraleees cone vosearnaees vanene vavnves. 199 27
St. Patrick’se e soees A S e e gy L o - DR
St. JOBEPN'B.ees s cararscassiarsanans connnies saeens 23 65

Dbl o a0 6008 s600 s8 0000 s0908s sa0ens susoBiOUE OF
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STATEMENT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE HALIFAX VISITING
DISPENSARY, 1879,

A Friend, Dartmouth.... .. $4 00 , J. F. BONBY, iy e s . 85 00
D BWOEY s s60 0944 ssn'sasss 10 00 | John g AN b iy 4 00
J. 8. Maclean......,. .... . 500 ‘ Jas. Butler & Co.. .. . 500
Doull & Mlller.... ........ 10 00 | Wm. Chisholm.......... .. 4 00
J. A. Moren........., 54)0{ H. H. Fuller.... sevesscese 5 00
W. 8. Sterling............. 4 00 | Robert 1o [ PSS 4 00
Wm. Dunbar ............. 4 00 ’ Edward Smith........ ose. 800
Bauld, Gibson & Co..... .. 8 00 | Hon. A. G. SOBBES oo v'vs osne 4100
Michael Dwyer.... ........ 500 | P.YoWer.... ... ... 5 00
Black Bros. & Co.......... 5 00 | Anderson, Billing & Co..... 4 00
S o sine b van 5 00 ( Duffus & Co.............. 5 00
S. H. Black... seib sussing -B0D ‘ G H. Btarleces eorne vnness 5 (0
James Scott............,... o 00 | Stephen Tobin . 5 00
S. A. White. ... sesscesce’ 800 | Jno. P, Mott.., ........ . 5 00
Sl 1L T ORI aA o 00 / Wm. J. Stairs........ o 00
Bishop of Nova Scotia.. ... 15 00 W. H. Pallister ........... 3 00
W. C. 8ilver............ 4 00 | Lawson, Harrington & Co 4 00
Alex. McLeod....,...... ee 500 | Farquhar & Forrest.... .... 5 00
Thos. A. Brown.... ....... 4 60 ' Robt. Boak..... ........ 5 00
Judge Ritchie............. 500 | J. B, Morrow.............. 5 00
J. W. Burton............ 4 00 | R. Pickford...,. .. .. 5 00
W. D. Harrington.... ..., .. 4 00 | Henry Peters....... ...... 4 00
Adam Burns.... ..... ... © 00 | Wm, Robertson............ 3 00
Danl. Cronan............ .. 5 00 | Jas. S. Macdonald.... 5 00
E. P. Archbold. .......... + 500 | L. Houlett & Co........... 5 00
J. R. Lithgow............ « 500 « Duggan & Sons......... 4 00
. C. Haliburton........... 4 00 | H. Hesslein & BOUE s i, o 00
J. A. Sinclair..... ........ 5 (0 Jno. Hogan & Sons........ 4 00
W 4, Black....,...c000e00 8 00 W. L. Lowell & Co........ 200
Jno. Silver.,........... esesr 200 | Alex. McLeod &Co..... . 500
M. S. Brown & Co......... 4 00
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