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" To deliberate whenever I doubted, to enquire whenever I was ignorant, would have protracted

**lhe undertaking without end, and perhaps without improvement. I saw that one enquiry only
** gave occasion to another, that book referred to book, that to search was not always to And, and
**to And was nut always to be informed; and that thus to pursue perfection, was, like the Arst

"Inhabitants of Arcadia, to chase the sun, which, when tliey had reached the hill where he
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ROYAL NAVAL BIOGRAPHY.

POS'i'.CAPTAINS of 1806, continued.

JOHN SYKES, Esq.

A son of the late James Sykes, Esq. Navy Agent, oF Arun-

del Street, Strand, London.

This officer was one of Captain Vancouver's midshipmen,

in the Discovery, during a voyage round the world, already

noticed at p. 200, et, seq. of Vol. II. Part. I. He obtained his

first commission in 1795> and was made a Commander in

1800. His post commission bears date Jan. 22d, 1806 ; pre-

vious to which he had commanded the Hecla bomb, and the

Nautilus sloop of war. The former vesrsel formed part of the

squadron under Captain, (now Rear-Admiral) Robert Dudley

Oliver, at the bombardment of Havre, in July and Aug. 1804,

on which occasions his conduct was highly meritorious, aa

will be seen by the following official letters

:

" Melpomene, offHavre, July 24, 1804.

" My Lord.—Since my letter to your Loidship of the 17th instant, we
had light and very variable winds for three < v. , which were succeeded by

a gale from the northward, when the bomb;, had some difBcuIty to keep

clear of the shore. Yesterday, the wind having got to the S.W., I stood in

with the squadron, and at 11 made the signal for the bombs to try their

range ; they placed themselves with the utmost precision immediately oflf

the pier-heads, and at a quarter past 1 1 began a most tremendous fire of

shells and carcasses, which was continued without intermission for an hour

and a half; in a very few minutes the town was observed to be on fire,

and as the pier was very full of vessels, it is impossible but they must have

suffered considerably. The vessels which had been outside the pier during

the bombardment of the I6th, were so much annoyed as to retire, some

into the pier, and some up the river ; one of them was towed on shore un-

der the batteries, and has since been taken to pieces. The enemy's mor-

tar-batteries have been very considerably increased since the attack of tbe

SUPPL. PART i, B
J

;
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2 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806.

16th ; and although the fire from them on the bombs was as great as, I

will venture to say, was ever experienced, they being considerably within

range, yet it is with the most inexpressible pleasure I acquaint your'

Lordship, that not a man has been hurt. A shell passed through the mizen

stay-sail of the Zebra, another carried away the spare top-sail-yard and two

chain-plates of the Merlin, and grazed her side ; and a 42-pound shot cut

the spare top-mast and some other spars, and lodgeu in the booms of the

Hecla ; this is all the damage done. It is impossil)le for me to find words

to express my admiration of the conduct of Captains Sykes, (Joseph)

James, (Robert) Paul, and ( William) Beauchamp*, and the other officers

and crews of the bombs, for the able manner in which they placed and ma-

naged their vessels ; and also of the officers and men of the royal artillery

embarked on board of them, for the judicious manner in which they fired

the shells."

" Melpomene, ofHavre, Aug. 2, 1804.

*' The wind having changed yesterday to the N.E. I determined to make
another attack on the numerous vessels in Havre pier, as well as those

which were moored outside, amounting to twenty-eight brigs and as many
luggers; and stood in with the squadron as per marginf. At 7'' 30' P.M.,

the bombs were well placed off the pier-heads, when they began a well-di-

rected fire, which was kept up with great spirit for an hour and a half. The
town was very soon observed to be on fire in two places ; and seven brigs,

which were on the outside of the pier, found it necessary to move ; one

lost her main-mast. As the wind came more off the land, and a strong

ebb-tide setting out, I ordered the bombs to discontinue firing. At 9'' 30',

we anchored with the squadron about five miles from the light-houses. As

the Explosion had fired away all her shells, and the Zebra most of her pow-

der, I had them su|{plied from the Meteor ; and at h^ 30f this morning got

under weigh, and stood in with the squadron again i before 8, the bombs

took up their position near the pier-heads, and kept up a constant fire for

near three hours with shells and carcasses : so many shells burst on and

about the piers, that the enemy's fire was observed latterly to slacken con-

siderably, and it was evident they were in the greatest confusion ; some brigs

and luggers, however, got under weigh, and came out to endeavour to annoy

the bombs, but all the other ships and vessels of the squadron were so well

placed as to give chase to them immediately ; and it was only by cutting

away their boats, which were astern, and retreating very speedily into shoal

water, that they escaped, but not before they had run the gauntlet of all the

ships and cutters, and were very closely engaged for a considerable time by

the Merlin, Favorite, Locust, and Hope ; and on this occasion I feel parti-

• The present Captain William Beauchamp Proctor,

t Melpomene frigate. Trusty of 50 guns, Magnanlme 44, Ariadne

30, Merlin and Favorite iloops, four bombs, one gun-brig, and four cutters.

.iS^



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806.

cularly indebted to Captains Brenton and Foote, and Lieutenants Lake and

Dobbin, wiioae vessels were often during the action in very shoal water, witti

a falling tide ; indeed nothing but the bad sailing of the Merlin prevented

Captain (Edward Pelham) Brenton from cutting off the sterninost brig.

" The Locust lost her main-top-mast, but I have not heard ofany other

loss. The conduct of Captains Sykes, James, Paul, and Beauchamp, com-

manding the bombs on both these occasions, was highly meritorious ; and

although their ships were frequently struck, it gives me great pleasure to

add that no lives have been lost. What damage may be done to the enemy

by near 500 shells and carcasses thrown into the town and basin last even-

ing and this morning, it is impossible to calculate ; but I may, without va-

nity, say, that if the exertions of the enemy's flotilla be not much greater

on our shore than on their own, we have little to dread from them. I can-

not conclude without expressing ray obligations to every officer and man

employed in this squadron. I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " R. Dudley Oliver."
** Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. B."

Since his promotion to post-rank, Captain Sykes has suc-

cessively commanded the Diomede of 50 guns, Ardent 64,

Adamant 50, and Ocean 80 ; the former bearing the flag of

Sir Edward Nagle, when commander-in-chief at Guernsey;

and the latter, the flag-ship of Lord Amelias Beanclerk, now
in the river Tagiis.

Captain Sykes married, in 1811, a daughter of Edward
Earl, Esq. Chairman of the Board of Customs in Scotland :

one of his sisters is the lady of Captain Richard Byron, C. B.

Agents.—Messrs. Stihvell.

for

and

adne

ters.

/:'!

JAMES WATSON, Esq.

Entered the naval service in 1776; received his first com-
mission in May 1782 ; and was wrecked on Yarmouth Sands,

while commanding the Mastiff gun-brig, Jan. 5, 1800. Being

honorably acquitted of all blame on that occasion, he was im-

mediately afterwards appointed to the Kent 74, bearing the

flag of Lord Duncan ; and at a subsequent period to command
the Saxe Cobourg cutter, on the North Sea station, in which
vessel he continued until his promotion to the rank of Com-
mander, in Jan. 1801, During the remainder of the French
revolutionary war he successively commanded the Volcano

B 2



4 POBT-CAPTAINS OF 1800.

bomb, and Hermes sloop. On the renewal of hostilities he

was appointed to the Sea Fencibles at Hartlepool, where he

remained until May 1804. His subsequent appointments

were to the Epervier and Alonzo sloops, and he appears to

have been constantly employed in the North Sea till his ad-

vanceiucnt to post-rank, Jan. 22d, 1806. In 1807 and the

three following years we find him regulating the impress ser-

vice at Dundee.

CHARLES JONES, Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1793 ; and obtained post-rank,

Jan. 22d, 1806. Towards the close of the late war he served

as flag-captain to Sir Harry Neale, Bart, in the Boyne, a se-

cond rate, and Ville de Paris, of 112 guns.

Captain Jones married, first, Feb. 16th, 1818, Anne, daugh-

ter of the late Rev. Mr. Newcombe, Vicar of Gresford, in Den-
bighshire ; and 2dly, Mar. 4, 1824, Louisa, youngest daugh-

ter of the late Rev. Mr. Morgan, of Bath, and of Deane, in

the county of Northampton.

,
Agents,—Messrs. Stilwell.

JOHN HANCOCK. Esq.

A Companion of the Must Honorable Military Order of the Bath:

This ofl&cer was born in 1766, and commenced his naval

career at an early period of life, having embarked as a Mid-

shipman on board the Vigilant 64, commanded by Captain

(afterwards Sir Robert) Kingsmill, July 1st, 1778; from which

period he appears to have been engaged in a constant ser ?s

of very active services until the termination of hostilities with

America, France, &c. in 1783. When only fifteen years of

age, he saved the life ofa young lad byjumping overboard and

keeping him above water until a boat could be sent to his as-

sistance.

The Vigilant formed part of Admiral Keppel's fleet, and

was one of the ships principally engaged in the action off
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Ushaiit, July 27th, 1778*. She afterwards proceeded to the

West Indies, under the command of the late Sir Digby Dent,

and bore a sliare in the conflict between Byron and d'Estaing,

off Grenada, July 6, 1779 f ; as also in the whole of Rodney's

actions with the Count de Guichen, in April and May, 17801.

From the Vigilant, Mr. Hancock removed with Captain

Dent into the Royal Oak 74 ; and we subsequently find him

serving as a Master's-Mate, on board the Europe 64, com-

manded by Captain Smith Child, in the actions off the Chesa-

peake, Mar. 16, and Sept. 5, 1781 §. On the former occasion

he had his left leg broke at the ancle joint, and his right leg

dreadfully contuseti by a splinter : the Europe's total loss

is stated by Schomberg to have been 17 killed and 28

wounded
[j

.

Mr. Hancock next joined the Goliath 74, which ship had

the honor of leading the van division of Lord Howe's fleet at

the relief of Gibraltar, and sustained a loss of4 men killed and

16 wounded in the skirmish off Cape Spartel, October 20,

1782 IF.

The Goliath being paid off at the conclusion of the war,

Mr. Hancock was again received by his first Captain as a

Midshipman on board the Elizabeth 74, from which ship he

removed into the Phaeton frigate, commanded by the late Sir

John Colpoys, with whom, and his successor. Captain George

Dawson, he served on the Mediterranean station, until the au-

tumn of 1787.

Having then no prospect of promotion, although he had

passed his examination cwo years before, Mr. Hancock re-

solved to quit the service; and he accordingly remained on

• See Vol. I. note f at p. 195, el seq.

+ See Vol. II. Part I. note f at p. 60, et seq!

X See Vol. 1. note f at p. 103, et seq.

§ See ib. p. 40, and note at p. 133.

(]
Captain Child fought the Europe with such credit as enabled him to

obtain promotion for many of his olHcers. He afterwards attained the

rank of Admiral, and died at Newfield, near Newcastle-under-Lyne, Jan.

21,1813, aged 83 years.

IF See Vol. I. p. 17, and Vol. II. Part I, note t at p. 42.
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shore from that period until May l/dO, when the dispute

with Spain, relative to Nootka Sounds revived his hopes and

induced him to join Captain Colpoys in the Hannibal 7

A

;

want of interest, however, prevented him from being included

in the very large promotion that took place in Nov. following,

and determined him to retire for ever from a profession which

he had embraced with ardour, and never ceased to adore.

Notwithstanding this last cruel disappointment, and his re-

solve never \j embark again, it fortunately happened that

some of Mr. Hancock's friends had sufficient influence to pre-

vail upon him to accompany them to Portsmouth for the pur-

pose of seeing the French republican prizes, brought thither

by Earl Howe's fleet; as on the sight oi' those splendid tro-

phies he could not resist the temptation of making another ef-

fort to obtain advancement, by re-entering on board the

Royal George, a first rate, bearing the flag of Lord Bridport,

from which ship he was at length promoted to the rank of

Lieutenantj Oct. 24, 1794.

On this occasion, Mr. Hancock had the good fortune to be

appointed third Lieutenant of the Aquilon frigate, commanded
by that excellent officer Captain (now Sir Robert) Barlow,

whose plans and regulations for the internal government of a

King's ship were then universally admired, and to whom
many distinguished characters have been indebted for the

chief of their professional knowledge *.

In the Aquilon, Mr. Hancock was present at the capture of

three French line-of-battle ships, by the fleet under Lord

Bridport, June 23, 1795 f j and in the ensuing winter he was

applied for by Captain Barlow to be his first Lieutenant in the

m

* The high estimatiun in which Captain Burlow's abilities were held at

the commencement of the French revolutionary war, may be inferred from

the following passage in a letter written by Captain (now Sir Thomas) Pa.

kenham, to the father of a youngster whom he had placed on board the

Aquilon fur improvement - " I am certain so fit a man as Bob Barlow is

not to be found in our profession : he is the person with whom we all wish

to send our young friends, and he is certainly the best officer amongst us.

He will not spare his own son, nor yours, if he has any thing for him to do."

t See Vol. I. p. 246.

1
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Phoebe, a convincing proof that his talents were viewed in no

common light by that discerning commander, to whom his

general conduct must also have given great satisfaction. The

Admiralty, however, did not think proper to break through a

regulation then in force, by which no officer under three years

standing was considered eligible to be appointed senior Lieu-

tenant of an IS-pouiider frigate, although he was allowed to

become first of the Aquilon, two other gentlemen being ap-

pointed to her who were both his juniors in rank.

Captain Barlow was succeeded in the command of the

Aquilon by Captain W. E. Cracraft, with whom Lieutenant

Hancock continued to serve until the summer of 1?98, when

he exchanged into the Valiant, a third rate, on the Jamaica

station. Previous to her proceeding thither, the Aquilon had

a skirmish with four French gun-boats, which, taking advan-

tage of a calm, had rowed out from under the land ne?-r Har-

fleur, and having long 24-pounders were enabled to annoy her

very considerably, as they fired with such extraordinary pre-

cision that every shut took effect either in the hull, the masts,

or the rigging : fortunately, although much cut up, she had

only one man killed, and a midshipman severely wounded.

Whilst in the Valiant, Lieutenant Hancock assisted at the

capture of la Petite Magicienne, a very fine French ship pri-

vateer, carrying 20 guns and 120 men, 3 of whom being re-

cognized by him as deserters from the Aquilon, and found in

arms against their country, were afterwards tried and execu-

ted. The first batch of the Hermione's mutineers, 5 in num-
ber, was also found on board the same vessel, one ofwhom was
admitted as King's evidence ; the others were hanged, and

subsequently gibbeted on a prominent part of St. Domingo.

Previous to the final evacuation of that island by the Bri-

tish, Lieutenant Hancock volunteered to assist in dislodging

a considerable body of brigands, who had established them-

selves at Jean Rabel, from whenct by means of sniuU vessels

and row boats, they daily committed depredations against

merchantmen of every description.

To effect this essential service, it had been arranged that a

detachment from the army at Cape Nichola Mole should storm
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the principal fort, which from its situation commanded the

bay and adjacent country, whilst the boats of the Valiant and

other ships were to make a simultaneous attack upon the bat-

teries near the sea. The military part of the expedition to be

commanded by Colonel (now Sir William) Stewart, and the

naval porti(>n by Captain John White, of the Adventure 44.

On approaching the enemy's position, a division of boats

was placed under the command of Lieutenant Hancock, who
received directions to land and attack the batteries on the

beach as soon as the troops showed themselves on the emi-

nence near the fort ; and so admirably was the whole affair

conducted, that the blacks were driven from every post with

great slaughter, but not until they had made a most desperate

resistance. *

In the course of the same day, whilst the British were em-

ployed blowing up the fort and batteries, destroying the guns,

burning the carriages, and bringing away the plundered arti-

cles, a formidable body of brigands assembled under the cover

of a thick wood, and endeavoured to regain possession of the

beach ; but were prevented by the judicious conduct of Lieu-

tenant Hancock, who placed the launches with carronades in

so masterly a manner as to secure the embarkation of the

troops and stores, which would otherwise have been a service

of very great hazard and difficulty. Upwards of 10,000 bar-

rels of beef, pork, and flour, which had been taken out of

English victuallers bound to Cape Nichola Mole, formed part

of the valuable property re-captured on this occasion. The

loss sustained by the British appears to have been very small^

considering the nature of the attack, and the circumstances

under which they effected their retreat : it did not exceed 20
men killed and wounded.

On the following morning. Lieutenant Hancock had the gra-

tification of finding that Colonel Stewart and Captain White

had made a most favorable report of his gallant and able con-

duct to the commander-in-chief, Sir Hyde Parker, under

whom he had served as midshipman in the Goliath, and

whose lasting friendship he had now the good fortune to ob-

tain.
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In Oct. 1798,5, a vacancy occurring on board the flag- ship *,

Lieutenant Hancock was removed into her, agreeably to a

promise which Sir Hyde had made immediately after the briU

liant exploit at Jean Rabel ; but it unluckily happened that

that officer was recalled from the Jamaica station without

having an opportunity of promoting him according to his ex-

pressed intention.

Mr. Hancock had not been long in the Queen before he

became first Lieutenant ; and it was principally through his

exertions that she was brought to Port Royal in safety, after

grounding on a shoal called the Three Fathom Bank, where

she remained beating with great violence for 72 hours. It is

scarcely necessary to add, that the preservation of such a ship

from destruction must ever be considered a service of the

highest importance, and as such it was viewed by Sir Hyde
Parker and his Captain, both of whom expressed the most

perfect approbation of Mr. Hancock's meritorious conduct on

this trying occasion.

Sir Hyde Parker was relieved by Lord Hugh Seymour, in

August 1800 ; and from that period we find Mr. Hancock

serving as his first Lieutenant in tiie Trent, Royal George,

and London, until promoted to the rank of Commander,

April 2, 1801. We should here remark, that those ships

were severally commanded by the present Sir Robert Waller

Otway, than whom no officer was ever more capable of

rightly appreciating professional merit, and that he was

pleased to bestow the warmest encomiums upon Lieutenant

Hancock for the expeditious manner in which the London

was got ready to act against the Northern Confederacy, he

himself being absent on Admiralty leave during the greater

part of the time that she was in the course of equipment. '

At the celebrated battle of Copenhagen, Lieutenant Han-

cock was honored with the command of more than one

hundred and fifty flat-bottomed and other boats, containing

nearly 2000 seamen and troops, who were intended to storm

the Trekroner battery the instant that the cannonade from

The Queen, of 98 guns, Captain (uow Rear-Admiral) Mao Dobson.
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the ships should silence its fire ; a most striking evidence of

the great confidence reposed in him by the Admiral, who
'had previously appointed one of the ablest captains in his

fleet to conduct that service *.

Lieutenant Hancock left the London with orders ** to keep

as near to the Elephant as possible, but out of the line of

fire, and to be ready to receive the directions of Lord Nelson/*

To obey both these orders was quite impossible, as the

enemy's shot fell more than a mile outside of the British

line : he therefore directed all the boats to row towards the

ships engaged, and keep on their off sides^ where they re-

mained with only room to use their oars until the Danish

floating batteries had ceased to make resistance. Lieutenant

Hancock, who had led in and taken his station abreast of the

Elephant, was then called on board by Nelson, who ordered

him to select a sufficient number of boats and hasten to take

possession of the ships that had surrendered ; which service

was performed under a tremendous fire from the Trekroner

battery, but happily without any serious loss.

On this occasion, the London's barge, under the immediate

command of her first Lieutenant, and a flat-bottomed boat

containing part of the 49th regiment, boarded the Holstein

of 60 guns, from which ship the Danish commander-in-chief

had recently retreated to the Trekroner, but not before he

had caused all her guns on the inshore side to be spiked, and

thus prevented the British from using them against that

battery, which otherwise would have been soon cleared, as it

was quite open {en barbette), and the Holstein not more than

200 yards distantf.

* " The land forces and a body of 500 seamen were to have been united

under the command of Captain Freemantle and the Hon. Colonel Stewart,

and as soon as the fire of the Crown battery should be silenced, they were

to storm the work and destroy it." See Clarke and M'Arthur'a Life of

Nelson, 4to. edition, Vol. II. p. 267. N. B. This arrangement, as far as

it respects Captain Freemantle, was altered in coaseciuciice of that officer's

ship, the Ganges 74, being attached to Lord Nelson's division after the

Danish line of defence was last reconnoitred. It will be seen by reference

to the note at p. 368 of our first volume, that the ships intended to silence

the Trekroner were not able to get into their stations.

t " From the uninjured state of this outwork, which had been manned

*^.\-*-.^ '•.
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Finding that the enemy were about to cannonade the

prize, Lieutenant Hancock immediately directed the whole

of his prisoners to be ranged three deep along the gangways

and quarter-deck, that being the only method by which he

could hope to save the lives of his own people ; and fortu-

nately it proved successful, as the Danes on shore, seeing

their countrymen so exposed, were thereby deterred from

firing more than a single shot or two, which passed over her

and consequently did no damage.

At the conclusion of the battle Lieutenant Hancock re-

ceived directions to burn the Holstein j but observing that

she was a nevi^ ship, and that most of her sails, rigging, and

stores were on board, he ventured to disobey those orders

by taking upon himself the responsibility of towing her out

to the commander-in-chief, near whom he anchored by day-

light the following morning*.

This valuable piece of service does not appear to have been

properly appreciated, as no official report of it was made,

either by Sir Hyde Parker or Lord Nelson : the former does not

even mention the boats in his public letter, and the latter

only speaks of them in terms of general approbation. Lieu-

tenant Hancock, however, was perfectly well satisfied when
he found himself promoted to the rank of Commander, and

appointed to succeed Captain (now Sir James) Brisbane, in

the Cruiser, a fine brig mounting 16 thirty-two pounder car-

ronades, and 2 long sixes, with a complement of 120 men.

at the close of the action with nearly 1500 men, it was deemed impracti-

cable to carry into execution the projected plan for stormin); it : the boats

for this service had been on the starboard side of each siiip during the

action." See id. p. 2/2.

• The above orders were conveyed to Lieutenant Hancock by Lord

Henry Paulet, then commanding the Defence 74. He not only ventured

to disobey them l)y carrying off the Holstein, but even directed one of

Nelson's own officers, the present Sir William Bolton, who had charge of

the Indosfortlien block-ship, to cut her adrift ! Iso—the latter afterwards

sunk alongside of the Rurnillics 74, to which ship she had been secured

in consequence of having left all her anchors behind. The Holstein, sub-

sequently named the Nassau, wan added tu the British navy, and employed

as an cflicient 64 during the whole of the late war, in the course of which

she assisted at the destruction of a Danish third rate. See Vol. I. p. 640.
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The desultory kind of service in which the Cruiser was

employed between April 1801, and June 1803, did not afford

Captain Hsincock any opportunity of particularly distinguish-

ing himself. On the 14th of the latter month he assisted at

the capture of two French armed vessels, as will be seen by

the following official letter :

—

" ImmortaUte, off Calais, Jane, 14, 1803.

•' Sir,— I this inorniiig', in company with the Jalousc and Cruiser

sloops, chased two French gun vessels on shore, on the east part of Cape

Blanc Nez, and with the flood ti<le, ordered the two sloops to anchor, and

endeavour to destroy or bring them off; sending our l»oats to assist in so

doing. I atn happy to inform you, that, after about an hour's firing from

them and the batteries, they were silenced, and taken possession of by the

boats, under a heavy fire of musketry from the cliffs, by which Mr. Charles

Adams, Mate of the Jalouse, has been badly wounded. They prove to

be rinabordable schooner, and la Commode brig, each carrying three 24

pounders and one 18 pounder, and appear very fine vessels. I have the

honor to be, &c. (Signed) " E. W. C. R. Owen."
" To Rear-Admiral Montagu.^'

We next find Captain Hancock serving under the orders of

Sir W. Sidney Smith, and having a brush with thirteen armed

vessels, full of troops, which had come out of Flushing,

apparently with an intention of carrying his brig by boarding,

she then being moored off Blankenberg, in company with

the Rattler sloop of tvar, commanded by Captain Francis

Mason. When reporting his proceedings to the Commodore,

he says, " I have to regret, from the shoal water, it was not

in our power to close with the enemy, but am happy to add,

that we have sustained no loss, although we continued the

pursuit until both the shot and shells from the batteries at

Ostend went over us, and no prospect remained of our making

any further impression on them.'*

This skirmish took place in March 1804, at which period

the ports of Flushing, Helvoetsluys, and Ostend, were nar-

rowly watched by a British force under the command of Sir

W. Sidney Smith, whose broad pendant was then flying on

board the Antelope of 50 guns ; and whose accustomed

anchorage was in the Stone Deep, about six leagues from the

first named port, and at a still greater distance from Ostend.

Off the latter harbour, Captaiu Hancock was stationed with

4
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the Rattler under his orders ; and I'Aimable frigate was

placed at an intermediate anchorage to repeat his signals to

the Commodore, whose orders were either conveyed through

the same medium, or by means of small vesseli3, commanded
by Lieutenants. To facilitate the communication of Captain

Hancock's observations, and the Commodore's directions,

flags of an extraordinary size were used instead of the

customary signals, which flags expressed their import, not by

colour, but by number And position. We have been thus

minute, in consequence of the obscure manner in which the

following official report of the first general action is worded :

" Antelope, of Ostend, May 17, 1804.

*' My Lord,—Information from all quarters, and the evi-

dent state of readiness in which the enemy's armaments were

in Helvoet, Flushing, and Ostend, indicating the probability

of a general movement from those ports, 1 reinforced Captain

Manby, off Helvoet, with one ship, and directed Captain

Hancock of the Cruiser, stationed in shore, to combine his

operations and the Rattler's with the squadron of gun brigs

stationed off Ostend. .

** The Antelope, Penelope, and Aimable, occupied a cen-

trical position in sight both of Flushing and Ostend, in

anxious expectation of the enemy's appearance. Yester-

day, at half-past 5 A. M., I received information from Captain

Hancock, then off Ostend, that the enemy's flotilla was haul-

ing out of that pier, and that twenty-one one-masted vessels

and one schooner were already outside in the roads *. At
half-past 7 the same morning, I had the satisfaction to see

the Flushing flotilla, of fifty-nine sail, viz. two ship-rigged

* This division hauled out on the evening of the 15th, and Captain

Hancock immediately made the signal of recall to the squadron of gun

brigs, then standing to the westward, under the orders of Lieutenant

Patrick Manderston. Having done this, and despatched a cutter with the

intelligence to Sir W. Sidney Smith, the Cruiser and Rattler got under

weigh at dark, and re-anchored within long range of the batteries at the pier-

head, the better to prevent the escape of the vessels which had brought

up within the Stroom sand. On the 16th at day-break, the gun-brigs,

being still in sight, were again recalled ; but, as on the preceding evening,

they either did not see, or misunderstood the signal.
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praams, nineteen schooners, and thirty-eight achuyts, steering

along shore from that port towards Ostend, under circum-

stances which allowed me to hope I should be able to bring

them to action. The signal was made to the Cruiser and

Rattler for an enemy in the E. S. E., to call their attention

from Ostend * : the squadron weighed the moment the flood

made and allowed of the heavier ships following them over

the banks ; the signals to chase and engage were obeyed

with alacrity, spirit, and judgment, by the active and ex-

perienced officers your Lordship has done me the honor to

place under my orders. Captains Hancock and Mason at-

tacked this formidable line with the greatest gallantry and

address, attaching themselves particularly to the two praams,

both of them of greater,force than themselves, independent

of the cross fire from the schooners and schuyts : I sent the

Aimable by signal to support them f- The Penelope having

an able pilot, on signal being made to engage. Captain

Broughton worked up to the centre of the enemy's line, as

near as the shoal water would allow, while the Antelope

went round the Stroom sand to cut the van off from Ostend.

Unfortunately our gun-brigs were not in sight, having, as 1

have understood since, devoted their attention to preventing

the Ostend division from moving westward.
** The enemy attempted to get back to Flushing ; but

being harrassed by the Cruiser and Rattler, and the wind

coming more easterly against them, they were obliged to run

§

* This signal does not appear to have been repeated by I'Aimable; nor

was the Flushing flotilla discovered by the sloops off Ostend until 9-30

A M. The latter got under weigh at 10, and the ships in the Stone Deep
at 1 1 o'clock. At noon the Antelope war, 7 or 8 miles to the N. N. E. of

Ostend. The Cruiser and Rattler were then pursuing the enemy in the

Inner Welling, a shift of wind having induced the Dutch commander to

put back towards Flushing, as is stated in the third paragraph of Sir fV.

Sidney Smith's letter.

t Captain Hancock commenced the attack at 1-30 P. M. ; and in ten

minutes after. Captain Mason was also in action with the enemy. L'

Aimable's log does not pretend that she fired a shot until 4 o'clock : it runs

thus—"at 4 opened our fire on the enemy's line, batteries, and flying

artillery."

,.ii.ii i ijiiii



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806. 15

the gauntlet to the westward, .keeping close to the beacb,

under the protection of the batteries.

" Having found a passage for the Antelope within the

Strooni sand, she was enabled to bring her broadside to bear

on the headmost schooners, before they got the length of

Ostend. The leader struck immediately, and her crew de-

serted her : she was, however, recovered by the followers.

The artillery from the town and camp, and the rowing gun-

boats from the pier, kept up a constant and well directed fire

for their support * : our shot, however, which went over the

schooners, going ashore among Uie horse- artillery, interrupted

it in a degree ; but still it wa% from the shore we received

the greatest annoyance : for the schooners and schuyts

crowding along could not bring their prow-guns to bear,

without altering their course towards us, which they could

not venture ; and their side-guns, though numerous and well-

served, were very light. In this manner the Penelope and

Antelope engaged every part of their long line from 4 till 8
o'clock, while the Aimable, Cruiser, and Rattler, continued

to press their rear. Since 2 P. M., the stemmost praam

struck her colours and ran on shore ; but the artillery-men

from the army got on board, and she renewed her fire on the

Aimable with the precision of a land battery, from which

that ship suffered much : Captain Bolton speaks much in

praise of Lieutenant (William) Mather, who is wounded f.

,^i

* The rowing gun-boats alluded to above were those which had anchored

to the westward of Ostend light-house. See note * at p. 13.

t The praams were la Ville-d'Anvers and la Ville-d'Aix, each mounting

12 or 14 long 24-pounders, besides homtzers : the former bore the flag of

Rear-Admiral Ver-huell, whom Captain Hancock engaged with great effect,

being within a few yards of his lee-quarter until 2-40, when the Dutchman

struck his colours and ran upon the beach. The Cruiser being then in

only two and a half fathoms water, and she drawuig 14 feet,Captain Hancock

was reluctantly obliged to sheer off and leave his beaten antagonist. Ah
soon as the smoke cleared away, the Cruiser was observed to be sur-

rounded by 8 or 10 schooners, two of which attempted to board her, but

were driven back with great loss. The bowsprit of one schooner lay on

the Cruiser's main channel ; and although it was three times cleared by the

British marin«8 and soqall^arm men, still fresh hands rushed to the as<
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« Several of the schooners and schuyts immediately under

the fire of the ships were driven on shore in like manner, and

recovered by the army. At 8, the tide falling, and leaving

us in little more water than we drew, we were reluctantly

obliged to haul off into deeper water to keep afloat ; and the

enemy's vessels that were not on shore, or too nmch shattered,

were thus able to reach Ostend.

" I have to regret, that, from the depth of water in which

these vessels move, gun-brigs alone can act against them

with effect. Four have joined me, and I have sent them in

to see what they can do with the praam that is on shore. I

have great satisfaction in bearing testimony to your Lordship

of the gallant and steady conduct of the captains, com-

manders, officers, seamen, and marines, under my orders.

Captains Hancock and Mason bore the brunt of the attack,

sault. The bowsprit beinsf at length cut away l)y a shot from one of the

brig's carronades, the schooner then dropt astern, and afterwards sunk

close abreast of her Admiral. The Ouit;er appears to have been iuces-

uantly engaged for six hours and a half.

Captain Mason, owing to the delay occasioned by his shortening sail in

order to take possession of a schuyt which had struck to the Cruiser, and

which he was directed by signal to secure, could not get up with la Vllle

d'Aix, the praam he meant to engage, until she was very close to the

shore. This was about 20 minutes after he first commenced action with the

flotilla ; and it appears by the Rattler's log that he continued engaging his

powerful opponent, the latter occasionally striking the ground, and him-

self constantly backing and filling to keep abreast of her, from 2 o'clock

to 6-10 P. M. ; the whole of which time, except the first quarter of an

hour, he was within half a cable's length of the praam, and continually

exposed to a very heavy fire of grape from the enemy's flying artillery on

the beach, likewise to an incessant discharge of shot and shells from their

numerous land batteries.

At 5-10 P. M., la Ville-d'Aix being hard and fast a-shore, the Rattler

hauled oflf to repair her rigging : it was at this period that I'Aimable first

became engaged with that praam ; and we believe it was much later in

the day before she received a shot from la Ville d'Anvers. Captain

Mason again made sail towards the flotilla at 5-30 ; renewed the action at

6-45 ; succeeded in driving several schooners on shore, and did not cease

firing until 8 o'clock. We should here observe that several schooners

were also forced on shore by the Cruiser and Rattler long before I'Aimable

could get into action with that part of the enemy's line.

I
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and continued it for six hours against a great euperiority of

fire, particularly from the army on shore, the howitzer-shells

annoying them much. These officers deserve the highest

praise I can give them. . They speak of the conduct of their

lieutenants, officers, and crews in terms of warm panegyric.

Messrs. Budd and Dalyell, from the Antelope, acted in the

absence of two Lieutenants belonging to the Cruiser and

Rattler. Lieutenants Garrety and Patful, commanding the

Favourite and Stag, cutters, did their best with their small

guns against greater numbers of greater calibre. •****
"I could not detach open boats into the enemy's line to pick

up those vessels which had struck, and were deserted, mixed

as they were with those still firing. Captain Hancock sent

me one schuyt that had hauled out of the line and surrendered.

She had a Lieutenant and 23 soldiers of the 48th regiment,

with 5 Dutch seamen on board. She is so useful here I can-

not part with her yet. Enclosed is a list of our loss, which,

though great, is less than might have been expected, owing

to the enemy directing their fire at our masts. The Rattler

and the Cruiser have of course suffi;red most in the latter

respect, but are nearly ready for service again. The smoke

would not allow us to see the effect of our shot on the

enemy ; but their loss, considering the number of them so

long under our guns, must be great in proportion *. We see

the mast-heads above water of three of the schooners and one

of the schuyts which were sunk. 1 have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) «W. Sidney Smith."
" Right Hon. Lord Keith, K. B."

Two attempts to destroy la Ville-d'Anvers and the other

grounded vessels were afterwards made by part of Sir W.

• The British had altogether 13 killed ^nd 33 wounded ; the acknow-

ledged loss on the part of the enemy amounted to 18 killed and 60

wounded ; 4 of the former, and 29 of the latter, are said to have belonged

to the two praams. The Cruiser had 1 man killed, and the Captain's

Clerk (Mr. George Ellis) and 3 men wounded ; site also had her sails and

rJgKin^ much cut; and received 2 large shot far under water. The

Rattler had 2 men killed and 10 wounded. Her damages will be noticed

in our memoir of Captain Francis Mason, C. B
SUPPL. PART I. #
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Sidney Smith's squadron, under the able directions of Captain

Hancock, assisted by Captain Mason. In the first attempt,

the Minx gun-brig had her Master and 5 seamen very much
hurt by an accident on board that vessel ; in the second, the

Antelope's launch upset alongside the Cruiser, and 5 brave

fellows met with a watery grave.

From the notes which we have appended to Sir W. Sidney

Smith's official letter, it will be seen that the Cruiser and

Rattler most gallantly attacked the enemy's flotilla, about

two hours and a half before any other British ship could get

near enough to take the least share in the action ; and we
are moreover of opinion, that if the division of gun-brigs

under Lieutenant Manderston, had formed a junction with

those two sloops, according to Captain Hancock's signal, the

enemy would have been completely defeated, and many of

their vessels captured, long before I'Aimable, &c. could cross

or round the sands. The prisoners taken on this occasion

reported that the Flushing flotilla alone carried no less than

76 long 32-pounders, 24 long twenty-fours, 39 long eighteens,

230 brass carronades and light guns, 85 howitzers, and

upwards of 3000 men, principally soldiers.

A few days after the very gallant affair off Ostend, the late

Viscount Melville addressed a letter to Captains Hancock

and Mason, from which we make the following extract

:

" The zeal and promptitude with which you made the attack on that

numerous and formidable armament, and the gallantry with which you

maintained the action against such superior force, have been represented

in such a manner by Commodore Sir Sidney Smith, as to entitle you to

my perfect approbation and most favourable consideration; and you may
rest assured, that when a proper opportunity offers, your meritorious

conduct shall not escape my recollection. I am, with much esteem.

Gentlemen, &c.

(Signed) "Melvii,le."

** To Captain Hancock and Captain Mason.'*

Unfortunately for those zealous and gallant officers, the

noble Viscount shortly afterwards went out of office, and they

were consequently obliged to establish additional claims to

the " favourable consideration" of the Admiralty, before they

could obtain promotion. , /

'mmmm
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In October 1804, we find Captain Hancock employed as

genior officer off Ostend, where he had a general action with

a division of French flotilla, as appears by his official report

to Lord Keith, dated on the 24th of that month.
" I beg to acquaint your Lordship, that part of the enemy's flotilla,

consisting of twu praams, one hearing the flag of a Chief-of-Division, and

both undrr French colour*, with 18 schuyts, put to sea yesterday afternoon

from Osteiul, fo run to the westward, just at the moment H. M. sloop

under my command, with the gun-brlgfl and cutters named in the margin,

were standing in to reconnoitre that port *.

" As soon as I could give the necessary directions to the gun-brigs, &c.

I made sail in pursuit of the headmost praam, which I brought to close

action at 5-15 P. M., in which I was very handsomely supported by the

gun-brigs and cutters, and continued it with great apparent effect till 6-35,

the enemy's fire being entirely silenced, and for the last half hour he only

kept up a faint fire of musketry. The tide was, however, falling so rapidly,

and the enemy kept in such shoal water, that it was not possible to close

with him, to take that advantage which, by our fire, we had so manifestly

over him. It falling also dark, and being in less than three fathoms

water, I considered it proper to haul off and anchor, having no person on

board acquainted with the shoals to the westward of Ostend f.

" It is with extreme concern T acquaint your Lordship, that in Lieutenant

Ormsby's gallant zeal to close with the enemy, agreeably to my orders,

the Conflict took the ground, and the tide left her so rapidly, that every

endeavour he used to get her afloat was unsuccessful, and he was therefore

under the necessity of quitting her mth his people. The darkness that

came on before the close of the action, prevented me from being aware of

this unfortunate accident till Lieutenant Ormsby came on bo 'd the

Cruiser, after we had anchored."

In this action, and whilst making an attempt to recover

the Conflict, Captain Hancock's little squadron sustained a

loss of 1 man killed, and I officer % and 10 men wounded :

none of the gun-brigs or cutters suffered in their masts, &c,

nor did the Cruiser receive any material injury, except in her

• Blazer, Conflict, Tigress, Escort, Admiral Mitchell, and GrifBn

;

commanded by Lieutenants John Hinton, Charles C. Ormsby, Edward
Greensword, Joseph G. Garland, Richard Williams, and James Dillon.

t We have been given to understand that the French Commodore
actually hailed the Ouiser, in token of submission ; and that he was dis-

honorable enough to fire two shot at her as she was hauling off with the

intention of sending in a gun-brig to bring him out.

X Mr. Abraham Garland, acting Lieutenant of the Cruiser, right leg

amputated verv high up,

c 2
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sails and rigging. We shall only add, that Lord Keith, in a

letter to Captain Hancock, dated Oct. 28, 1804, expressed

himself pleased with his zealous and active exertions, and

regretted that they had not been attended with the success

which they deserved.

In 1805, Captain Hancock was constantly emplayed as

senior officer off Flushing and Ostend. During that and the

preceding year, he was no less than 104 times in action,

either with the enemy's flotilla or laud batteries ; and so

great was his zeal in checking the movements of the former,

and in cutting off neutral vessels when attempting to break

the strict blockade which he was ordered to maintain, that

the approbation of the Admiralty, and of tlie different flag-

officers under whom he served, was frequently expressed to

him in very flattering terms : strange, however, as it may
appear, although he received the thanks of many corporate

and mercantile bodies for ** ridding the seas of the most daring

and successful plunderer that ever appeared on the British

coast during the close of the last, and beginning of the pre-

sent century * ;" also for his general activity in taking priva-

teers t, and rescuing British property to an immense amount.

-^ Extract from a letter addressed to Captain Hancock, by the merchants,

ship-owners, and underwriters of North Shields, thaniiing liini for the

important service he had rendered them by capturing le Contre Amiral

Magon, French privateer brig, of 17 guns and 84 men, commanded by
^

Mous. Blackeman. a most skilful, active, and enterprising seaman, who
had pursued a very successful career, in various other vessels, for many

years ; and whose local knowledge of our coast, added to the ample means

he then possessed, from his brig's superior sailing and force, must havo

been highly detrimental to British commerce, had not the Cruiser prevented

him from committing any further depredations.

It was always currently reported, on the North Sea station, that the

officer who should have the good fortune to capture Mom. Hlackeman,

would be immediately promoted ; and also that he would be handsomely

rewarded by the underwriters at Lloyd's. Le Contre Amiral do Magou
was taken Nov. 17, ISO-l, after a chase of nearly 100 miles; but Captain

Hancock did not obtain post rank until more than fourteen moiUhs after-

wards.

t Among other privatceri capturc<l by the Cruiser, was le Vengeur of 14

guns and 5f) men.
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he never received the value of a tea-spoon from Llod 's, or

any other commercial association :

—

thanks he certainly re -

ceivcd in abundance, but always at the expense of postage.

The wind-up of his services as a Commander now requires

(mr notice.

In January, 1806, a vast number of smuggling vessels had

collected at Flushing and the adjacent ports, waiting for a

change of wind, which had been for some time blowing very hard

from the N. VV. Knowing that such was the case, Captain

Hancock took measures for intercepting some of those illicit

traders ; and, at day-light on the 28th, the wind having

come round to the S. E., he had the gratification to see at

'least 00 cutters and luggers coming out of the different har-

bours. Aware of the inutility of chasing them whilst they

continued between him and the shore, he contrived, by dis-

guising the Cruiser, and keeping an American flag flying, as

if in want of a pilot, to decoy several of them outside of him.

Having done this, and succeeded in capturing one large cutter,

which was immediately manned as a tender, he bore up, and

followed tiie course that he supposed the smugglers would

steer all night, and the event fully answered his expectations.

At day-break on the following morning, six or seven sail

were discovered close to the Cruiser j and, although very un-

usual at that season of the year, the weather was then perfectly

calm, in which state it continued until four large luggers and a

cutter were secured by his boats, the smugglers having

deserted their vessels, and rowed off with all possible expedi-

tion. In the mean time the tender, under the command of

Lieutenant John Pearse, captured two other fine luggers,

each having on board 1000 tubs of geneva, rum, &c. The
whole of the cargoes taken consisted of more than 20,000

gallons of spirits, together with a large quantity of tobacco,

and various other contraband goods, to a very considerable

amount. This seizure, we believe, was the largest ever

made at one time ; and it certaiidy was by far the severest

blow the smugglers had received daring the war.

The jirotection thus aflbrded to the revenue would no doubt

have secured Captain Hancock's advancement to post rank
;
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but singular as it may appear, he had been included in the

grand Trafalgar promotion, which took place only seven days

before he made this very valuable and important capture, and

of which he was at that time ignorant. He was consequently

superseded in the command of the Cruiser, immediately on

his arrival in port with the prizes.

From this period. Captain Hancock remained on shore

until Aug. I8O7, when he embarked, with the permission of
the Admiraltyf as a volunteer on board the Agamemnon 64,

forming part of the grand armament then preparing to sail

for Copenhagen ; but on his arrival in the Sound he had the

mortification to find that he had put himself to a great deal

of unnecessary inconvenience and expense ; as by a clause

in the Naval Regulations and Instructions, then recently esta-

blished, the commander-in-chief was prevented from appoint*

ing an officer on half pay to a ship, or to give him any com-

mission or appointment whatever, " ivithout express direc-

tions for that purposefrom the Admiralty*."

Captain Hancock, however, availed himself of an offer

made by General John M*Farland, and served on shore with

that officer during the whole of the siege and bombardment

which terminated in the surrender of the Danish navy f

.

Shortly after his return from Copenhagen, the subject of

of this memoir was appointed acting Captain of the Lavinia

frigate, in which ship he cojitinued about a year, on the Oporto,

Rochefort, and Mediterranean stations. In the spring of

1809, he assumed the temporary command of the Christian

VII.; and on the 18th Nov. 1810, after declining two other

acting appointments, we find him receiving a commission for

the Nymphen, rated at 36, but mounting 42 guns. The im-

portant services performed by him whilst in this frigate have

never been known to the public, and we shall therefore feel

the greater pleasure in noticing them.
'

• Sec Naval Inslructionx, Anno 1806, sec. 4, chap. 2, art. 5, p. 82.

—

N. B. It is somewhat sinj^tilar, fliut tliose very instructions should have been

drawn up l>y Admiral Gamhier, commander-in-chief of the armament sent

ngaiudt Co^jcuhageii.

t Sec Vol. I., pp. 78—83.
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For the first four or five months. Captain Hancock served

under the orders of Sir Edward Pellew, then commander-in-

chief on the North Sea station, by whom he was sent to cruise

between the coasts of Jutland and Norway, where he conti-

nued until a very heavy gale of wind obliged him to run out

of the Sleeve, in order to obtain good sea-room. On the 26th

Feb. 1811, he captured le Vigilante, French privateer, a

remarkably large and fast- sailing lugger, mounting 14 guns,

with a complement of 60 men.

On his return from this cruisehe was entrusted with thecom-

mand of a squadron employed watching the ports of Helvoet,

Flushing, and Ostend ; on which trying service he also con-

tinued under the late Sir William Young, whose high opinion

of his zeal and abilities will be seen by the letters which we
shall have occasion to insert hereafter.

Towards the latter end ofAug. 181 l,the French fleet at Flush-

ing had increased to seventeen sail of the line, besides several

frigates, and numerous smaller vessels ; the whole of which

were under the command of Vice-Admiral Missiessy, and in

an apparent state of readiness for sea. This formidable force

was most anxiously watched by Captain Hancock, who had

never omitted to reconnoitre that port daily, except when the

state of the weather rendered it absolutely impracticable to

do so.

Taking advantage of the high tides, three or four of the

enemy's ships now made a practice of getting under weigh

every morning, and cjntinued under sail for two or three

hours ; but never came farther down than half-way between

Sluys and the Bresckins. On the 29th of that month, how-

ever, the French commander-in-chief ran to the extremity of

the Wieling, and afforded Captain Hancock an opportunity of

displaying his usual promptitude and decision.

" This inorninfif," (says Capti.in Hancock in a letter to Admiral Younjf)

"soon uftar {lay-li;fht, Vice-Admiral Missiessy, with five iine-of-battle ships,

wei}(hcd with the lust quarter ebb, and ran down the Wieling so far to the

westward, that when thry hauled their wind to work back they were nearly

abreast of DIankeuburgh, which is much further to the westward than ever

they ventured before : they then tucked occusioiudly, working back : tli«

niud had iucicuscd considcrahly, and was then at K. 8. E. (
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" As 19 my invariable cuatoin, I weighed in H. M. ahip ander my com*

luand, and followed them down outside the sand, and out of gun-shot. At
1 P. M., observing tho leewardmost ship much separated from the rest,

from having missed stays twice, I was encouraged, from the miserable

manner in which she was handled, to cross the sands and try a shot or two,

if only to give my ship's company a little good exercise ; although I consi-

dered it very probable that I might by a prompt attack disable her masts or

sails, and eventually drive her on shore. By hauling on board the fore and

main tacks, and setting top-gallant-sails, I was within shot of her in a few

minutes, and fired two or three broadsides from the main-deck when pass-

ing on contrary tacks ; then tacked, hauled up the courses, and continued

firing at her for 12 or 15 minutes, without receiving a shot in return. The,

enemy's ship was thrown into evident confusion ; the French Vice-Admiral,

with the rest of the squadron, bore round up and set steering-sails to close,

and as our opponent had by this time got some of his after lower-deck guns

ready, and soon began to throw his shot over us, I thought there was no

use in any longer courting a contest of this kind, particularly as the rest of

the enemy's squadron were approaching very near j I therefore re-crossed

the sands and worked back to my former anchorage off the Duerloo.

" The only visible effect of our fire on the enemy was ' 's quarter- oat,

fore-top'Sail sheets, jib-stay and halliards, shot away ; the boat he never at-

tempted to pick up ; the latter with the jib he cut away : several shot pass-

ed through his main-top-sail, spanker, and other sails. We have sustained no

loss whatever : only one shot passed through the main-top-sail, and three

or four through the mizen-stay-sail. I feel quite sure, if I had had a second

18-pounder frigate with me, so totally unprepared was the enemy for such

a prompt attack, that, in his confusion, he would have gone on shore."

In a second letter to Admiral Young, dated Sept. 7, 1811, Captain Han-

cock says ;
—" We have spoken several fishermen to-day, who all agree in

the same story, that the enemy's ship we fired at on the 29th ult. had 5

men killed and 9 wounded ; and that all three of her top-masts are so badly

wounded that she is now shifting them. You will observe by my report of

reconnoitre, that one of the French ships grouped No. 7, has her top-masta

down, which to a certain degree corroborates their report *."

On the 24th Oct. following, whilst Vice-Admiral Mis-

aiessy was performing his usual manoeuvres in tlie Wieling,

Captain Hancock made a similar movement, hoping that he

should he able to cut off one or two of the small vessels

* Napoleon Buonaparte reviewed the fleet at Flushing on the 24th

Sept. and afterwards hoisted his imperiui standard on board the Charle-

magne, where he was obliged to remain through bad weather until the morn-

ing of the 27th, when he landed and inspected the works in the island of

Wulchorfn.
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which the enemy invariably stationed at the extreinitidF of the

different shoals, as marks for the guidance of the ships of the

line. The Frenchmen, however, seem to have penetrated

his design ; for, before their last ship got abreast of the outer

brig, the latter either cut or slipped her cable, and was under

a crowd of sail in an instant. The Quebec, a small 32-gun

frigate, commanded by Captain Hawtayne, was in company

with the Nymphen on this occasion, as were also the Cretan

and Primrose brigs. Captain Hancock concludes his report

to Admiral Young in the following energetic terms :
—** This

sort of service does us all a great deal of good ; keeping us on

the constant alert, and I trust not without a useful lesson to

the enemy, that he must not commit himself loosely in this

intricate navigation, even before two of his Majesty's frigates."

From this period the Nymphen experienced constant and

very hard gales of wind from S. W. to N. W., with a heavy

sea; but still Captain Hancock was enabled to keep his an-

chorage at the entrance of the Duerloo, until superseded by

Commodore Owen, Nov. 3, 1811. Having ascertained, by

sweeping the Nymphen's bottom frequently during the pre-

ceding summer, that she had sustained considerable injury by

striking violently on Rasen sand (whilst under the command
of his predecessor), he now made a representation thereof to

the commander-in-chief, and was consequently ordered to

Chatham, where, on his ship being docked, it was found that

his report was by no means exaggerated, 18 feet of the false

keel being entirely gone, and the main keel much injured.

In Feb. 1812, Captain Hancock commanded the squadron

of observation stationed off the Texel ; and at the latter end

of March he resumed his honorable post as senior officer of

the inshore squadron off Flushing ; which he had scarcely

done when the first division of the enemy's fleet came down
the Scheldt, from their winter quarters, and took up their

former position between the islands of Walcheren and Cad-
sand. The importance, at that particular time, of the disco-

very of a more expeditious passage into the Wieling than had
ever before been known, will be duly appreciated by our na-



11

ili'

1

1

26 P08T-CAPTAINS OF 1806.

val readers ; and we shall therefore proceed to relate it in

Captain Hancock's own words :

—

" H. M. S. Nymphen, at Jnchoi' nff the Dwerloo, May I, 1812.

"Sir,—In my late communication with you, I have repeatedly expressed

an opinion that a passage mijjht be found into the Wieling channel, by

crossin<r the Ript Hart sand further to the eastward, and that if such a pas-

sage could be discovered, the enemy might be more easily watched and

reconnoitred, than by the usual circuitous route of entering the Wieling to

the westward of Leswageu. It had also frequently occurred to me, that

beyond the increased facility of watching the enemy and ascertaining their

every movement, such discovery might lead to the most important con-

sequences to the country, if the enemy, in ignorance of such a passage (and

which I am most perfectly convinced they are) should be tempted to ma-

noeuvre as low down the Wielmg, with his line-of-battle ships, as he did

last year.

" I have availed myself of this fine weather, and the very ample means

you have afforded me, by placing all the small vessels under my orders, to

ascertain the correctness of my hopes in making such a discovery, with an

anxiety proportioned to my opinion of the importance of it ; and I have

now the satisfaction of acquainting you, that I have discovered a very safe

and good passage into the Wieling, for the largest ships ; and that they

may enter it at half-flood, and in moderate weather with the most perfect

safety.

** This channel lies between the sands of the Droog Raan and the Vlaak

Raan, the former of which havingpassed, steering from South to S. i W. and

S. b W. and entered the Spleet, you may then haul up as high as to bring

Bruges steeples on with Heyst church, and cross the Ript Hart sand in 5 and

I less 5 fathoms at half-flood, to the westward of what is called in the Dutch

charts the English Poel, wrhich either does not now exist, or is placed on

all our charts, as also the Dutch, too far to the westward, as I was yester-

day on board the Idas cutter, and crossed the Ript Hart sand considerably

higher to the eastward, having Bruges steeple open to the eastward of

Heyst, never having less than 5 fathoms, and fell into 7 and i 7 in the

Wieling after two or three casts •••••••, It is but fair that I

should nut attribute to myselfalone the discovery of this passage, and to ac-

quaint you that the first suggestion of it to me was from Mr. Richard

Wenham, Master of the Idas cutter, who with the madter and pilots of thi»

ship, as also those you seitt on this service, have been very zealous and in-

defatigable. I have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) " John Hancock."
•' To Sir Richard J, Strachan, Dart., A'. B. Sfc. Sfc. Sfc"

" May 7, 1812.

" I sent the Calliope and Raven through the new mi Huge into the Wie.

ling yesterday, and the report of their commanders confirms my former
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opinion of the very great advantage of this discovery, if only for the pur-

pose of more closely watching the enemy. The brigs both returned back

the same way, and had not less water in going over the sand than | less 5,

and on returning than 5^, bi, and 6 fathoms."

The merit of this valuable and important discovery was af-

terwards assumed by an Admiralty surveyor, which caused a

remonstrance on the part of Captain Hancock, whose feel-

ings, we are happy to say, were soon soothed through the

kind interference of Sir William Young, whose letter on the

subject we shall give at the end of this memoir.

In the course of May 1812, Captain Hancock was once

more relieved in the command of the advanced squadron, by
Commodore Owen ; and we subsequently find him making a

trip to the Shetland islands. In the ensuing autumn he re-

sumed his station as senior officer off the Duerloo, and pre-

vious to his departure from thence succeeded in recovering a

bower-anchor and four new cables, which had been slipped by

the Inconstant, and one anchor and three' cables belonging to

the Horatio frigate. In April 1813, he returned from the

Downs to his old station ; and in the following month the

Nymphen conveyed H. R. H. the Duke of Cumberland from

Yarmouth to the mouth of the Elbe, and from thence to Got-

tenburgh, at which place Captain Hancock took charge of

the homeward bound Baltic trade, the whole of which he

escorted in safety to England.

During the summer of 1813, Captain Hancock was em-

ployed affording protection to the Mediterranean, Lisbon,

and Oporto trade ; also carrying out specie for the use of the

British army in the peninsula. On his return from that ser-

vice he was again placed under the orders of Admiral Young,

and immediately sent by him to direct the operations of his

former squadron.

On the 17th Nov. 1813, Captain Hancock was under

the necessity of cutting from three cables, and obliged to

carry a press of sail in order to weather the Stone Bank and

gain an offing; the wind being atN.W. by N., blowing a

perfect hurricane, with a lee tide. Having reported this cir-

cumstance, and his subsequent proceedings, to the com-

mander-in-chief, be had the gratification of receiving in return
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one of those friendly letters to which we alluded at p. 23, and

of which the following is a copy :

" Impregnable, in the Downs, Nov. 24, 1813.

" My dear Sir.—I cannot describe to you the delight which your letter

of the 22d instant afforded me, for I much feared I never should sec your

hand-writing again ; perhaps the feeling was in some degree selfish, know-

ing how essential your services would be, in the important duty we iiave

now to carry on, in consequence of the revolution that has taken place in

the north of Holland ; but, be that as it may, I do most heartily congratu-

late you on your escape fVoni danger.

" At first, I cherished the hope that your accurate knowledge of the

coast, the excellent order of your ship's company *, and the good qualities of

the Nymphen, would enable you to weather the gale, which even with us

here was most violent ; but when your boats were picked up, and brought

into the Downs, my heart sickened and I gave you up as lost. 1 am, with

great esteem, faithfully yours. (Signed) "Wm. Young."

" To Captain Hancock, Ntjmphen."

The revolution in Holland may be dated from the 15th Nov.

1813, on which day the people of Amsterdam rose in a body,

proclaiming the House of Orange, and universally putting up

the ancient national colours. This example was immediately

followed by the other towns of the provinces of Holland and

Utrecht, the Hague, Rotterdam, &c. The French authorities

were dismissed, and a temporary government established in

the name of the Prince of Orange, whose arrival at the Hague
we have already mentioned in our memoir of Viscount

Torrington.

The enemy's line-of-battle ships were then lying at An-

twerp, in a dismantled state, the greater part of their seamen

and the whole of the soldiers having been sent off to join Na-

poleon's army ; but four large French frigates were still an-

chored off Flushing, and perfectly ready for sea. In addition

• It iippears by Captain Hancock's quarterly report* that no corporal

punishment was inflicted on board the Nymphen between Oct. 5, 1812, and

April 5, 1813 ;
" which," says Admiral Young, " considering the great

number uf foreigners among her crew (at least one fourth part of the whole),

does great credit to the system of discipline Captain Hancock must have

established, and the manner in which the officers under him must have

carried it into execution." It is almost needless to say, that the Admiralty

expressed much satisfaction on the receipt of those returns.
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to the duty of ^vatching this squadron, Captcun Hancock was

entrusted with the very difficult mission of making known to

the inhabitants of Walcheren, and the neighbouring islands,

the glorious victories of the allied armies ; and at the same

time he received directions to make himself acquainted, if pos-

sible, with the strength and disposition of the garrisons of

Flushing, Middleburg, Tervere, &c. ; to ascertain the state of

those fortifications, and whether a hope might reasonably be

entertained of our fleet being able to take any of them by a

conp-de-main. These services were undertaken by him with

his usual zeal and promptitude ; the burghers were first ap-

prised that a great political change had taken place in Hol-

land, by the Nymphen and her consorts working up the Spleet,

hoisting the allied colours, including the Orange flag over

that of France, and firing a royal salute ; an address was sub-

sequently drawn up by Captain Hancock, informing them of

the actual state of affairs in the north and south of Europe,

as well as in Holland ; and exciting them to follow the noble

example of their countrymen by exerting themselves to shake

off the galling yoke of French tyranny : and, lastly, assuring

them that, if they were inspired with the same honorable sen-

timents as the people of Amsterdam, Sec, the British fleet

would afford them every assistance in recovering their long

lost liberty.

Numerous copies of Captain Hancock's address were

printed, both in the French and Dutch languages, and mea-
sures were taken by him to ensure their being distributed all

round the neighbourhood of Walcheren. In the mean time
he kept up a constant correspondence with those burghers

who represented themselves as favorable to apolitical change;

and it is not too much to say, that he was mainly instrumental

in causing the insurrection which led to their complete eman-
cipation.

Admiral Young arrived off West Capel on the 27th Nov.,
and shortly afterwards informed Captain Hancock that buoys
were making on board the ships of the fleet, for marking out
the channel to the lloompot j that he would be required to

lay them down when completed j and that all the small ves-

sels attached to the fleet were to be placed as additional marks
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iinder his directions. The manner in which this service was

performed will be inferred from the following official letter :

" Impregnable, in the Roompot, Dec. 14, 1813.

'* Sir,—The fleet under my coraiuand being safely moored in the Room-

pot, I have great pleasure in doing justice to the zeal, intelligence, and ac-

tivity with which you have discharged the various and frequently arduous

services in which you have been employed while under my command ; and

in assuring you of the satisfaction your conduct gave me yesterday, in lead-

ing the fleet in to a safe anchorage in the Roompot, which I shall not fail to

represent to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. I am, &c.

(Signed) " Wm. Young."
** To Captain Hancock."

After the performance of the important service mentioned

in the latter part of Admiral Young's letter, Captain Han-

cock proceeded into the West Scheldt, passing the batteries

of Flushing and Cadsand without sustaining any loss. On
the 2d Mar; 1814, he displayed his usual zeal and ability

in placing the Nymphen in an admirable though dangerous

situation for heaving the Antelope of 50 guns off a shoal, on

which she had struck whilst endeavouring to push into the

same branch of the river, which service was thus acknow-

ledged by Captain Samuel Butcher, her commander :

" To the steady intrepidity of Captain Hancock, who, amidst a shower

ofshot and shells falling in every direction, took up, and retained for more

than Ave hours, a position from which I was enabled to get on board a

bower cable, I am highly indebted."

The occupation of South Beveland, Schowen, &c. by differ-

ent detachments from the British fleet, has already been no-

ticed in the course of this work ; and it therefore only remains

for us to say that Captain Hancock continued to be most ac-

tively employed in the Scheldt during the whole of those ope-

rations J which, owing to the brilliant successes ofWellington,

and the rapid advance of the allied armies towards Paris,

merged into an insignificance that would not have attended

them under any other circumstances. The revolution in Hol-

land is now, however, justly considered as one of the most
important features of the late war ; and, surely, the expulsion

of the common enemy from the islands of Zealand, by a Bri-

tish fleet, at an inclement season of the year, should not be

deemed a service unworthy of the future historian's notice.

4:
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In April 1814, Captain Hancock gave l^; tho coi land of

the Nymphen, being superseded at his own particulai equest

:

and at the latter end of the same month he was appointed ti

the Liffey of 50 guns, then at Woolwich ; in which frigate h«^

escorted a large fleet to Quebec and Halifax, and afterwards

served on the Channel station until she was put out of com-

mission in Aug. 1815, since which he has not sought employ-

ment. He received the insignia of a C. B. in the month of

June preceding.

The following is a copy of Sir William Young's letter re-

specting the discovery made by him in May 1812 :

" London, Feb. 3, 1820.

" My dear Sir,—In consequence of your letter I went to the Hydrogra-

pber's office, and I found that they had never seen nor heard of a chart in

which your name was given to any Gat ; I therefore carried them one of

mine (Captain Lennock's survey), in which the Gat, with your name in it,

is distinctly marked, and they immediately determined to insert it in the Ad-

miralty chart. I am extremely glad that I happen to be here, and to have

my charts at hand to correct this omission ; for certainly the zeal, ability,

and exertion, with which you performed the various services on which yoxi

were employed off the Scheldt, well deserve that you should be allowed to

enjoy every thing which may mark those services, and be gratifying to you.

• • « « • • Believe me, my dear Sir, faithfully yours,

(Signed) " Wm. Young."

Captain Hancock married, Nov. 18, 1811, Elizabeth, third

daughter of Benjamin Longuet, of Bath, Esq. and co-heiress

of the late Thomas Lilley, Esq. His family consists at pre-

sent of three sons and three daughters.

yigents.—Messrs. Barnett and King.

JOHN WENTWORTH HOLLAND, Esq.

Tuts officer went to India with the Hon. Commodore
Cornwallis, in 1789 ; and was a Midshipman on board Earl

Howe's flag-ship in the great battle of June 1, 1794, on which

occasion he appears to have been wounded. His meritorious

conduct while serving as first Lieutenant of the Phcebe fri-

gate, is highly spoken of in Captain (now Sir Robert) Bar-

low's official letter reporting the capture of I'Africaine, Feb.
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19, 1801*, in the performance of which service he again re-
ceived a wound.

Mr. Holland was promoted to the rank of Commander im-
mediately after this very brilliant action ; and he obtained a
post commission on the 22d Jan. 1806, since which he has not
been employed afloat.

JOHN YELLAND, Esq.

Received a Lieutenant's commission, Mar. 13, 1783 ; and
was promoted.to the rank of Commander for his gallant con-

duct as first Lieutenant of the Monarch 74, in the sanguinary

battleoffCopenhagen, April 2, 1801 1.

Captain Yelland commanded the Fury bomb, off Boulogne,
in the spring of 1805 ; and attained post rank, Jan. 22, 1806.
He has enjoyed the out-pension of Greenwich Hospital ever

since Nov. 2, 1809.

Agents.—Messrs. Stilwell.

WOODLEY LOSACK, Esq.
'

Brother of Admiral George Losack. This officer was made

a Lieutenant in 1793 ; and held the temporary command of

the Jason frigate in the spring of 1801. On the 1st May,

same year, he captured la Dorade, French brig privateer^

mounting 14 brass 6-pounders, with a complement of 53

men. The manner in which he obtained a Commander's

commission, when serving as first Lieutenant of Admiral

Cornwallis's flag-ship, has been sufficiently noticed in our

memoir of the gallant Captain Keith Maxwell %.

• See Vol. II. part I. p. 47.

t See Vol. I. note at pp. 365—371. N. B. The Monarch's Captain

(J^nies Robert Mosse) was killed in this combat, aud her Io»s uf men was

greater than that of any other line-of-battle ship during the war.

X See Vol. II. part II. p. 885, and two following pages.

h 'I'
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On the 5th June, 1805, Captain Losack, then commanding

the Helena sloop of war, on the Irish station, captured, after

an action of 15 minutes, the Santa Leocadia, Spanish ship

privateer, pierced for 20 guns, moimting 14 nine-pounders,

with a complement of 114 men. His post commission bears

date, Jan. 22, 1806.

In the autumn of 1810, Captain Losack was appointed to

the Galatea of 42 guns, which ship formed part ofthe squadron

under Captain Charles Marsh Schomberg, in an action with

three French frigates, off Madagascar, May 20, 181 1 ; The

following is a statement of the loss and damages which she

sustained on that occasion, viz. Lieutenant Hugh Peregrine,

R. M. and 15 men, either killed outright or mortallywounded;

Captain Losack, Lieutenant Henry Lewis, R. M. and 17 men
severely ; and her first Lieutenant (Mr. Thomas Bevis), 2 Mid-

shipmen (Messrs. Henry Williams and Alexander Henning),

21 men, and 3 boys, slightly wounded. Fore and mizen-top-

masts shot away, the bowsprit, foremast, main-yard, and main-

top-mast badly wounded ; all the other masts more or less

injured, the standing and running rigging cut to pieces ; one

boat destroyed by a shot when in the act of receiving a tow

rope, and another cut adrift whilst towing astern ; 55 shot-

holes in her hull, her stern much shattered, and nearly four

feet water in her hold.

On the 31st of Oct. 1812, Captain Losack, then on his

return to England, in company with two South Sea whalers

which he had taken under his protection at the island of As-
cension, fell in with the President and Congress, American

frigates, and, strange to say, they allowed him to escape

without making any strenuous effort to bring his ship to ac-

tion. The Galatea was, at that time, 93 men short of comple-

ment, so that an action with even the smallest of the enemy's

ships would pot have been desirable on the part of Captain
Losack; but the conduct of Commodore Rodgers is quite in-

explicable. One of the whalers was unfortunately intercepted

when endeavouring to get to leeward of the Americans ; the

other effected her escape.

In consequence of an implied charge of misconduct, cou-
SUPPL. PART I. a
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tained in Captain Schomberg's public letter respecting the

action off Madagascar, the subject of this sketch, on his ar-

rival in England, demanded a court-martial, which the Board

of Admiralty did not think proper to grant ; and we

Bball therefore merely state that Captain Losack was con-

tinued in the command of the Galatea until the conclu-

sion of the war. A copy of Captain Schomberg's official

despatch will be found at p. 833, et seq. of Vol. 11. Part

II J and a long account of the action is given by Mr.

James, in his Naval History, edit. 2nd, Vol. VI. pp. 22

—38.
Captain Losack married, first, March 16, 1809, a Miss

Gordon, who died in 1815 ; and 2dly, Aug. 23, 1823, the wi-

dow of Captain Edward L. Crofton, R. N. C. B.

Agent.—A. C. Marsh, Esq.

*
'";['

JOHN IMPEY, Esq.

Son of the late Sir Elijah Impey. Made a Lieutenant in

1793, promoted to the rank of Commander in 1802, and

posted Jan. 22, 1806.

Agent.—Sir Francis Ommanney.

\\\\

t

'

ALEXANDER ROBERT KERR, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorahle Mllitnry Order of the Bath.

Son of Lieutenant Robert Kerr, R. N. who died at the

Royal Hospital, Greenwich, in 1805.

The subject of this memoir entered the naval service as a

Midshipman on board the Endymion 44, commanded by Cap-

tain (now Lord) Gambler, in Nov. 1/81 j and served in that

ship, the Nemesis, Alarm, and Boreas frigates; Rattler sloop of

war, Orion 74, Narcissus 20, and lioyne 98 ; under Captains

Edward Tyrrcl Smith, Charles Cotton, Horatio Nelson,

James Wallace, Sir Hyde Parker, Philip d'Auvcrgne, John

Salusbury, Paul Minchin, and George Bowyer j on the Lce-

^^!
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ward Islands, North American, Jamaica, and Channel stations ;

till his promotion to the rank of Lieutenant, at the conclu-

sion of the Spanish armament. His first commission bears

date, Nov. 22, 1790.

In April 1/91, Mr. Kerr was appointed senior Lieutenant

of the Narcissus, then commanded by Captain Minchin, with

whom he continued until paid off in Oct. fol]o^wng. Previous

to the commencement of the French revolutionary war, we
find him joining the Boston 32, Captain George W. A.

Courtenay, in which ship he lost the sight of his right eye by

splinters, and received a grape-shot wound in the shoulder,

whilst engaged with I'Ambuscade, a republican frigate of su-

perior force, near New York, Aug. 1, 1793. The following

account of that action, and of the circumstances which led to

it, has been forwarded to us, by an officer who belonged to

the Boston, since the publication of the memoir in which we
first noticed it.*

*' We sailed from Newfoundland in consequenct of a letter addressed

to Cfiptain Courtenay, by the late Sir Rupert George, then commanding
tie Hussar, at Halifax, stating that I'Anibuscade French frigate bad ar-

rived oa the coast of America, and that there was not a British man of

war on tliat station, of sulliclent force to protect our commerce; the Hus-

sar being about to depart for the West Indies, with a fleet of transports

under her convoy.

" After calling off" Halifax harbour to procure pilots, the Boston pro-

ceeded towards Sandy Hook, where she arrived ou the 2()th July, 1 7^'i.

Two days afterwards she captured a French schooner privateer of 5 guns

and 34 men.

"This prize was manned as a tender, and placed under the command of

Mr. Hayes, acting Lieutenant, who was sent in'.o i«i'cw York, with

despatches for the British Consul, apprising him, on the authority of the

prisoners, that a French squadron had arrived in the Chesapeake, from

Port-au-Prince, St. Domingo, and that the enemy might shortly be ex-

pected to appear off the Hook. IMr. Hayes was likewise directed to re-

counoitrc rAmbuscadc, to obtain information respecting the strength of

her crew, to ascertain, if possible, when she would l)e ready for sea, and

above all to endeavour to get some volunteers for the Boston, she being

short of complement, and six of her men unable to leave their hammocks.

• See (Japtttin ,1ouu Haybo, C. U.

d2
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" Mr. Hayes parted company with the Boston, at 4-30 P. M. on the

28th July, taking with him our purser, one midshipman, a pilot, and

eight men. On the 30th, tteo of&cers and thirteen men, belonging to

TAmbuscade, were taken prisoners in the way you have mentioned at

p. fi74, of your late publication.*

" On his arrival at the entrance of the North River, (July 29th, 4 P. M.)

Mr. Hayes observed 1'Ambuscade at anchor off the town of New York,

with top-gallant-masts pointed, and her crew in the act of bending sails.

On his nearer approach he clearly ascertained that she mounted 26 long

guns on the main-deck, 8 on the ({uarter-deck, and 2 on the forecastle.

" Soon after the tender had anchored, she was boarded by a French

officer, supposed to have been Mons. Bompard himself, who asked her

commander if he had seen an English frigate off the Hook ; upon which

Mr. Hayes informed him that he had the honor to be one of her lieutenants,

that he had lately left her there, that she had come from Newfoundland,

purposely to meet 1'Ambuscade ; that her officers would be happy to see

the French frigate outside the Hook, and that if Mons. Bompard had the

smallest inclination to meet Captain Courtenay, h« might depend on finding

him about 3 or 4 leagues from the above mentioned point. To this the

Frenchman replied that the Boston should certainly be favored with a

meeting, and that I'Ambuscade would sail the next morning : he then took

leave of Mr. Hayes, and returned on board his frigatet.

" The Boston's real character was first discovered by the master of an

American revenue cruiser, who was heard to say, as he passed almost touch-

ing her, that * that ship, and those boats (alluding to two which were towing

astern), never came from a French port.' In consequence of this remark,

and by the desire of his gallant commander. Lieutenant Kerr went out on

the bowsprit, and hailing the vessel, said 'this is the Boston frigate. Captain

Cour^^nay; if I'Ambuscade will come out we shall be glad to see her.' ' I

dare say you Avill,' answered the American } * 1 shall be happy to see yon

meet, and I will take care to let her know it.* This was the only chal-

lenge given by Captain Courtenay's directions.

" Finding from the report of I'Ambuscade's officers, that Mons. Bom-
pard was getting ready to sail, and that he would soon be at sea. Captain

Courtenay immediately despatched a midshipman (the late Captain Daniel

Oliver Guion) in a fishing boat to recall the tender ;but on that gentleman

approaching New York he met Mr. Hayes and his party coming <lown the

river in a small hired vessel, the French Consul having taken measures to

cause the schooner's detention, and thereby prevented him from fulfilling

the principal object of his mission.

• Vol. H. Part H.

f Mons. Bompard conununded u privateer at the close of the American

war, and was tl»en taken prisoner by Captain Courtenay.

.v
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chase" On the same day, July 30, Captain Courtenay gave ctiase to a strange

vessel off the Long Island shore ; and on the 31st, when returning to the

spot where he expected to meet with his tender, he was himself pursued

for several hours by the above mentioned squadron, consisting of two 74-

gun ships, five frigates, and several corvettes. In the mean time, Mr.

Hayes had pushed out to sea, but not finding the Boston, and observing

TAmbuscadft under weigh, he was obliged to tack and st^nd in shore again,

by which means alone he could possibly hope to save his people from being

captured.

"The Boston resumed her station, off Sandy Hook, just before mid-

night ; and on the Jirst of August, between 2 and 3 A. M., a large ship

was seen to windward ; at day-light she was discovered to be a frigate,

distant about 3 miles.

" The stranger now hoisted a blue flag, with a white cross at the mizen

peak, and both ships set their courses, jibs, and spankers ; but kept three

reefs in their top-sails, the wind blowing strong, with a smooth sea. In

less than an hour the Boston fore-reached on trie other frigate, tacked,

and passed to leeward off her. At 6 o'clock, being then on her lee-qnar-

tcr, we again hove in stays, when she hauled her courses up, wore round,

hoisted French colours, and steered for our larboard or weather bow. The
Boston's first fire did but little execution, and it was quickly returned by

the enemy's ship, as she ranged close past us to windward, backing her

main-top-sail on the starboard tack.

" Having thus commenced the action. Captain Courtenay directed the

helm to be put down, intending to tack under I'Ambuscade's stern ; unfor-

tunately, hovvever, our cross-jacfc*yard had been shot away, which caused

us to miss stays, and we were consequently obliged to wear short round in

order to close with her. From this time, 5-10 A. M., the Boston's mairi-

top-sail was kept to the mast, and we continued warmly engaged for an

hour and three-quarters, during which period the enemy made three at-

tempts to board us, and the colours of each ship were repeatedly shot away*

" After being in action more than an hour, the Boston's main-top-mast

fell on the Ice-quarter of the main-yard, and caused it to top an end ; the

enemy's cross-jack-yard was also gone, and her fore-top-sail-yard was

lying on the cap.

" About a quarter of an hour before the firing ceased, an unlucky shot

struck the foremost hammock stauncheon on the quarter-deck, which oc-

casioned the death of Captain Courtenay, and the marine officer, who were

then walking together. At this time the first and second Lieutenants were

below getting their wounds dressed*; l)ut the senior, Mr. John Edwards, who

m

\inprican

* Lieutenant Kerr, " with the temporary loss of sight in one, and with

total blimlnest in the other, of his cyc»."-^Jamti'i Nav. Hitt. 2nd. edit,

vol. i, p. 145.
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had been much hurt by a splinter striking him on the head, vraa no gooner

informed of bis Captain's fall than he went upon deck and assumed the

command.
" The Boston had hitherto rauintained a position close under the ene-

my's lee ; but was now fore-reaching, and falling to leeward for want of

after-sail, the gaflf being shot away, and the raizen-stay-sail literally cut to

pieces, no less than 25 large shot, besides an immense number of musket-

balls, having passed through it. The main-top-sail was hanging over the

lee-gangway, so tliat it was absolutely necessary to clear the wreck before

the larboard guns could be fired with safety ; and when about to wear, for

the purpose of bringing them to bear on I'Ambuscade, several strange sail

suddenly appeared to windward. This alone induced Lieutenant Edwards

to put before the wind, and Mons. Bompard, although encouraged by the

sight of his supposed countrymen, did not make any attempt to follow the

Boston until she had increased her distance to about 2 miles. The last shot

fired by either party was at about 7 A. M*.
"The Boston's damages, in addition to those I have mentioned, were

as follow :—the cap of the bowsprit shot away ; fore-top-mast, and fore

and main-yards badly wounded ; mizen-mast wounded and sprung ; the

whole of the mizen-rigging on both sides, and the standing and spring,

stays shot away ; only two main shrouds on one side, and one on the other

left standing ; the fore-rigging much injured ; the main-spring-stay and

both bob-stays cut in two ; every brace and bowline gone ; the ship hulled

in many places, and two of the main-deck-guns dismounted. The loss we
sustained has been correctly stated by yout, and that it was not greater is

truly astonishing, as the musket-balls afterwards picked up on our quarter-

deck alone amounted to an almost incredible number.
" Our opponent mounted 26 long twelves, 10 long sixes, and 2 heavy

carronades ; the Boston had the same number of long twelves, but only 6

sixes, and not a single carronade, either * monket/'tailed,' or of any other

description. Lieutenant Hayes, Mr. Guion, &c. having been prevented from

joining the ship, the total luitnber of effective officers, men, and boys on

• The strangers to windward were very naturally suspected to be French}

but it was afterwards ascertained that they were Americans, coming out to

witness the battle. L'Ambuscade brought to with her head to the east-

ward, at 8 A. M. and was soon afterwards lost sight of by the Boston. The
enemy's squadron from St. Domingo anchored at Sandy Hook Aug. Ist,

and went up to New York on the following morning.

t 10 killed and 2-1 wounded. A^. B. Altliough none of I'Ambuscade's

masts fell during the contest, she was obliged to take them all out on her

return to New York , where she continued upwards of two months, repair-

ing the damages »he had sustained by the Boston's fire. See Jamet^g Xttvat

Hist. 2d ed. Vol. I, p 147.

"m
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board in the actiDn was only 18f) ; and a few of these were necessarily sta-

tioned as sentries over t!ic 49 Frehch prisoners. L'Ambuscade, notwith-

staiidiiiy' tho absence of t^vo oliioord and a boat's crew, hiid many men

above her establislied I'ompleiiient ; indeed it was ai'tcrwards stronj>ly re-

ported that the nutnericiil strength other crew, including American volun-

teers, exceeded 400; but this is a point that I will not pretend to deter-

mine. That she had an unusually large proportion of small-arm-raen

cannot be disputed •.

" After losing sight of I'Ambuscade, we steered for the Delaware, in

order to repair our damages ; but when ai)0ut to enter that river the next

mornine, a pilot-boat informed us that two French frigates had gone in at

day-light ; it was therefore thouglit prudent to haul otf and steer for New-

foundland, where we arrived in safety on the 19th of the same month. I

should here mention, that a letter, written purposely to deceive the enemy,

was addressed to the British Consul at Philadelphia, stating that we were

going to refit at Jamaica, which letter was carried to the French frigates

according to our expectation."

The official letter respecting this hard-fought action, writ-

ten by Lieutenant Edwards, was never published, probably

because he mentioned in it, that a number of men, on seeing

Captain Courtenay fall, had run from the Boston's quarter-

deck guns, and seated themselves round the fore-brace-bitts,

from whence he could not immediately get them back to their

quarters. We know that such were the reasons assigned by

Lieutenant Edwards for his own precipitate conduct in order-

ing the body of his gallant Captain to be thrown overboard

without surgical examination; and although it might have been

impolitic to publish such facts at the commencement of the

French revolutionary war, we see no reason why they should

be concealed at this distant period.

The Bostoa returned to England in 1795, under the com-
mand of Captain (now Sir James N.) Morris ; and we sub-

sequently find Mr. Kerr serving on board the Repulse of 64

• Mr. Hayes returned to the schooner at day-light on the 1st Aug. and

soon afterwards obtained permission from the American governor to depart in

her at his own pleasure : he ultimately effected his escape from the enemy
by passing through Ilell-Gate into Long Island Sound about the same hour

that the French squadron anchored before New York. His condact

throughout the whole affair entitles him to the highest praise.
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guns. About April, 1796, he was appointed first Lieutenant

of the Clyde 46, commanded by the present Commissioner

Cunningham, whose high opinion of Lim was thus publicly

expressed in a letter to Lord Keith, reporting the capture of

la Vestale French frigate, Aug. 20, 1790 J

" The Clyde's officers and men conducted themseh'es much to my satis-

faction ; and I received that support from Lieutenant Kerr which I was

prepared to expect by his animated conduct in former critical and more try-

ing' situations."

Mr. James, in his second edition, after giving an account

of the Clyde's action, says, " since the capture of the Re-

union by the Crescent, and of the Unit6 by the Revolution-

naire*, it had not been customary to knight the Captains of

18-pounder frigates for their success over the 12pounder fri-

gates of the enemy. Hence Captain Cunningham was not so

rewarded ; but the Clyde's first Lieutenant, Alexander Robert

Kerr, was made a Commander f." Our contemporary " must

excuse us" for reminding him that la Vestale was captured on

the 20th Aug. 1790, and that Lieutenant Kerr was not pro-

moted until April 20, 1802. The manner in which the Clyde

was employed during the six years that Mr. Kerr served un-

der Captain Cunningham, and her well-managed escape from

the mutinous fleet at the Nore, have been described in our me-
moir of the latter officer, Vol. IL Part I, p. ']']

. et seq.

From June, 1802, till February, 1806, Captain Kerr com-

manded the Diligence and Combatant sloops of war, both cm-
ployed watching the enemy's flotilla at Boulogne. In the lat-

ter vessel he assisted at the capture of a lugger privateer,

near Cape Grisncz. His post commission is dated Jan. 22d,

1806.

We now lose sight of Captain Kerr until Aug. 1808, be-

tween which period and the month of June 1809, he was suc-

cessively appointed, pro temp., to the Tigre, Valiant, and Re-

venge, third rates, employed off Brest, I'Orient, and Rochefort.

The Revenge was the only two-decker of Lord Gambler's

fleet that sustained any loss in Aix Roads on the memorable

See our first Vol. pp. 1/8 ond 277.

t Sec Naval Hist. Vol. II. p. 600.
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12th April, 1809. By reference to his lordship's official letter,

which is inserted at p. 818 of our first volume, it will be seen

that she then formed part of the advanced squadron under the

orders of Captain (now Rear-Admiral) John Bligh, by whom

it is stated that she anchored about three cables' length within

Lord Cochrane's ship, and drew the fire of the batteries of

Isle d'Aix from the frigates and smaller vessels to herself. This

statement was made at the trial of Lord Gambler, on which

occasion the following questions were put to Captain Bligh

:

1st, " What number of gvma appeared to command the anchorage ofAix

Roads from the batteries of the island ?" A. " fFh^n at anchor in the rond

of Aix, I counted 60 gutis ; there may have been more, but lam certain

there were not less."

Slid, " Did the enemy throw shells from the island ?" A. " Thet/ did.**

3r(l, " What is your opinion of the position taken by Captain Kerr, of

the Revenge ; was it judicious ?" A. " / think it impotsible n ship could bg

better placed than the Revenge ; and indeed the general conduct ofthe Re-

venge on that day reflects the highest credit on the zeal and bravery of her

Captain."

From the evidence given by Captain Kerr at the same trial,

we find that the Revenge's bowsprit was very mtich injured,

great part of the running rigging and sails were cut to pieces,

five planks of the quarter-deck cut through, and one of the

beams was entirely carried away. She had also a number of

large shot in different parts of the hull ; and her loss consisted

of 3 men killed and 15 wounded, 2 of whom mortally. On
the following day, when returning to Basque Roads, she was

struck between wind and water, under the main-chains, by a

shot from Isle d'Aix, the shells from Oleron at the same time

passing over her.

Captain Kerr's next appointment was to the Ganymede of

26 guns, b,ut he does not appear to have ever sailed in that

ship. The Unicorn 32, to which frigate he was removed in

Aug. 1809, captured, whilst under his command, le Gascon

French privateer, of 16 guns and 113 men ; and I'Esperance

(formerly H. M. 22-gun ship Laurel) armed en flute, with a

valuable cargo of East India produce.

In April, 1811, Captain Kerr assumed the command of a

most desirable frigate, the Acasta, mounting 48 gims, with a
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complement of 300 men. During his continuance in her he

captured theAmerican brigprivateer Curlew, of IGguns (pierced

for 20) and 172 men : Highflyer, schooner privateer, 5 guns

and 7^ men ; Herakl letter of marque, 10 guns (pierced for 18)

and 60 men, from Bourdeaux, bound to Baltimore *; and se-

veral unarmed merchantmen. He also assisted at the capture

of the Snapper schooner privateer, of 10 guns and 90 men

;

and the Porcupine letter of marque, with a valuable cargo,

from Bayonne bound to Boston ; likewise at the recapture of

a British 20-gun ship, and many trading vessels, which had

been taken by the Constitution and other American cruisers.

The Acasta returned to England in July, 1815 ; and Cap-

tain Kerr was about the same time nominated a C. B. as a re-

ward for his long and arduous services. The follov/ing letter

was addressed by him to the author of this work, shortly after

the publication of Sir George Collier's memoir :

" Great King- Street, Edinburgh, Oct. 6, J 825.

" Sir,—I have just seen in the fourth part of your Naval Biography, a

note attached to the memoir of the late Sir George Collier, which induces

me to explain why I did not make a signal to the Leander of the force of

the American squadron off Porto Praya, on the 1 1th Mar. 1815.

" Perhaps you are not aware that, at the time the Acasta's log states

the force of the enemy, the Leander was nearly as close to them as the

Acasta; and as the water-lines of the enemy's ships were distinctly seen

from her, I could not suppose that rfny difiference of opinion could possibly

exist respecting their force. I tiierefore considered the senior officer fully

able to judge for himself, and that it would be presumption in me to make

that signal, or to suppose they could not make out the force of the enemy

on board the Leander as clearly as we did in the Acasta. I am, &c.

(Signed) A. R. Kbrr.'*

" To Lieut. John Marshall, R. N."

ANSWER.
" London, Oct. 10th, 1825.

" Sir,—I have been favoured with your letter of the 6th inst., and I

shall feel much pleasure in giving publicity to the explanation therein con-

tained ; but I must confess that nothing less than such an avowal, coming

from an officer of high reputation and indisputable veracity, could possibly

have staggered my belief as to the state of the weather, and the position of

* This vess«^l was afterwards the Barbadoes sloop of war.
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the Aoasta, on the unfortunate 11th Mar. 1815. The former, judging from

the documents which were sent to me soon after a late melancholy event,

I certainly supposed to lie so very thick and hazy, as to render it impossi-

ble for the Leander to make out, what you appear to have so promptly and

correctly done, the real force of the enemy; particularly as it is stated by

Captain M'Dou.^all, whose letter I have incorporated with the memoir of

his lamented friend, that the Levant was not discovered to be only " a cor-

vette or 20-gun ship" until the Leander's fire was opened upon her : and

the log of t)ie senior British officer describes that as having been done only

ten minutes previous to the enemy rounding the eastern point of Porto

Praya bay, when on her return to the anchorage she had so lately left : and

not more than ttoenty minutes before the Leander was obliged to shorten

sail in consequence of finding herself close to the rocks off Quail island.

The following extract from the log of the Leander will corroborate what I

have just written

:

"3- 15 P. M., opened our fire on the chace, who hoisted American

colours,

—

saw the land a-head.'
"

' 3-25,' (ten minutes after gaming sight of the land) ' saw chace round-

ing the easternmost point of the harbour.*

" * 3-35,' (onlt/ ten minutes later) ' up main-sail, being close to the rocks

off Quail island.'

" From an entry in the Newcastle's log, the only one that mentions how
the British ships l)ore from each other when they had all tacked to the east-

ward, at 1 P. M., I could do no otherwise than suppose that you were

more than a mile nearer to the enemy than Sir George Collier was, and

nearly in a line between him and them •. You have been kind enough to

undeceive me, and I return you my best thanks for doing so. I am, &c.

(Signed) " John MARSHAUtj."
*• To Captain Jles. R. Kerr, R. N. C. 5."

The subject of this memoir married, in Jan. 1805, Char-
lotte, youngest daughter of Dr. Charles Maule, formerly a

physician in India, and by that lady he has seven children.

His eldest son is a Midshipman, R. N.
Agent.~A. C. Marsh, Esq.

DONALD M'LEOD, Esq.
A Companion of the Most Honorable Militarif Order of the Bath ; and

a Captain of the Royal Hospital at Greenwich,

The manner in which this officer was principally employed
as a Commander, will be seen by the following official letter,

from Sir James Saumarez, K. B. to the Secretary of the Ad-

• See Vol. II. Part II. not« J at p. 536.
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nif

miralty, dated on board the Cerberus frigate, off Granville,

Sept. 15, 1803

:

" Sir,

—

I beg you will please to inform my Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, tliat, having been joined by the Terror bomb on the 8th, and

tlie Sulphur on the 12th instant, I embarked on board H. M. S. Cerberus,

and sailed from Guernsey roads the following morning, with the Charwell

(sloop) and Carteret cutter in company •.

*• It blowing a strong breeze from the eastward, it was not until Tues-

day evening I was enabled to get oflF Granville; when, having had an oppor-

tunity to reconnoitre the enemy's gun-vessels and other craft within the pier,

and the different batteries by which they were protected, I anchored in the

Cerberus as near shore as the tide would admit, having only 16 feet at

low water: at 11, the Terror came up, but having also grounded, it was

not until 2 o'clock that Captain (George Nicholas) Hardinge was enabled

to place his ship in the position assigned to her, which he did in a most ju-

dicious manner, and opened a brisk fire from his two mortars, which was

returned from the gun and mortar-batteries on the heights near the town, and

also from some guns on the pier, and the gun-vessels placed at the entrance.

" From the number of well-directed shells thrown from the Terror into

the pier, and parts of the town, I am persuaded they must have done very

considerable damage. The fire was kept up till after 5 o'clock, when I

thought it advisal)le to recall the Terror, and anchored with this ship and

the Charwell a short distance further from the town,

" The Sulphur bomb, whose bad sailing prevented her from beating up,

joined shortly after, and also anchored. The loss on this occasion was 2

men wounded by splinters on board the Terror. A few shells were thrown itt

the evening, but the tide prevented the ships getting sufficiently near to be

attended with much effect.

" This morning the squadron were under sail before dawn of day, and all

circumstances concurred to enable them to take their respective stations

with the utmost precision ; the two bombs opened a brisk and well-direct-

ed fire soon after 5 o'clock, which was unremittingly kept up until 10-30,

when the falling tide rendered it necessary to withdraw from the attack.

Twenty-two gun-vessels, that had hauled out of the pier, drew up in a re-

gular line, and kept up a heavy fire, jointly with the batteries around the

port, without doing much execution.

" The Cerberus, after getting under sail, grounded on one of the sand-

banks, and remained above three hours before she floated : nine of the

gun-boats, perceiving her situation, endeavoured to annoy her, and kept

up a heavy fire upon her for some time, but were silenced by the Charwell

and Kite f, and also by the fire from the Sulphur and Terror bombs, and

* Captain M'Leod was appointed to the Sulphur at the renewal of hos-

tilities, in May 1803.

t The above sloops were commanded by Captains Philip Dumareiq

and Philip Pipon.

lis

\
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by the carronade launch of the Cerberus, under the orders of Lieutenant

Mansell, assisted by the Eling (schooner) and Carteret, which obliged them

to take shelter in their port.

" In the performance of this intricate service I cannot too highly applaud

the zeal and persevering exertions of all the officers and men under my

orders ; and I should not do justice to the merits of Captain (William)

Selby, was I not to acknowledge the able assistance i have received from

him since I have had the honor of being in his ship. The steadiness nud

good conduct of all the officers and men in the Cerberus, during the time

the ship was aground, also do them infinite credit.

"The various services on which Captain M'Leod of the Sulphur, and

Captain Hardinge of the Terror, have been employed this war, are already

sufficiently known*; but I will venture to assert that in no inntance can

they have displayed greater zeal and gallantry than on the present occa-

sion : and great praise is also due to Lieutenants Macartney and Smith,

and the parties of artillery embarked on board the bomb-vessels. It is irnt

possible to ascertain the damages the enemy have sustained on this occasion,

but as, during the bombardment, very few, if any, of the shells missed

taking eflfect, they must have been very considerable. I am, &c.

(Signed) " James Sacjmauez."

The subject of this memoir appears to have been the se-

nior Commander employed by Lord Keith during the " cata-

maran'* expedition, against the Boulogne Botiila ; and although

the attempt then made to destroy the enemy's vessels ended in

complete disappointment, and became an object of great ridi-

cule, it afforded him an opportunity of displaying considerable

intrepidity, as will be seen by his lordship's official letter to

the Secretary of the iVdmiralty, from which we make the fol-

lowing extract

:

" The conduct of the officers and men who have been employed on this

occasion, deserves my highest commendation ; I cannot more forcibly im-

press their merits upon their Lordships' attention, than by remarking, that

the service was undertaken, not only in the face of, but immediately under

the whole line of the enemy's land batteries, and their field-artillery and

musketry upon the coast, but also under that of upwards of 160 armed
vessels, ranged round the inner side of the bay ; and that the officers und
men who could so deliberately and resolutely advance into the midst of the

flotilla, under such circumstances, must be considered worthy of being en-

trusted with the performance ofuny service, however difficult or dangerous

it may appear to be, and consequently to be highly deserving of their

Lordsliips' protection." .<• .

• We have not found Captain M'Leod'a name in any of the gazettes

previous to this period.
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The officers to whom the charge of the principal explosion

vessels was confided by Lord Keith, were Commanders Do-
nald M^Leod (of the Sulphur), Samuel Jackson (Autumn)

,

— Edwards f7?l?<7yj, Valentine CoUard (Railteur), and Tho-
mas Searle (Helder) ; Lieutenants Hew Steuart (of the

Monarch), — Lowry (Leopard), Charles Payne (Immorta-
lite), and — Tenipler (Sulphur) ; the only midshipman
thus employed was Mr. David Ewen Bartholomew, of the

Inflexible. Captains Robert Winthrop and Edward W.
C. R. Owen, of the Ardent and Immortalite, most zealously

and usefully superintended the operations from the south-

ward j and the Hon. Henry Blackwood (Euryalus), from the

northward*.

Captain M*Leod was subsequently appointed to the Cygnet

sloop of war. During the Copenhagen expedition, 1807, he

commanded the Superb 74., bearing the broad pendant of

Commodore Keats ; and he afterwards successively served as

ilag-captain to the same distinguished oflScer, to Rear-Admi-

ral William Albany Otway, and to Vice-Admiral John Hollo-

way; the latter commander-in-chief at Newfoundland. His

post commission bears date Jan. 22, 1806.

In the summer of 1810, we find Captain M'Leod regula-

ting the impress service at Liverpool, where he continued un-

til the peace with France, in 1814. On the return of Napo-

leon Buonaparte from Elba, he assumed the command of

Rear-AdmiralW. H. Scott's flag ship, on the Downs station
;

in Dec. following he was nominated a C. B. ; and in the

year 1819, he became superintending Captain of the ships in 'La'

i:

li .

'

m.

* In addition to the officers mentioned by Lord Keith, and whose names

we have given above, the following gentlemen volunteered to conduct cata"

marans, and consequently shared the dangers of the night of Oct. 2, 1804;

Lieutenants £lliston and Pearce (Leopard), Orchard and Bridges {f^eteran),

Parker and Mainwaring {Leda), Tucker, Williams, and Sibthorp (Eurtj'

alus), Campbell and Williams (Adamant); Mr. Bowen, Master's Mate of

tlie Ardent ; and Messrs. Rooke, Lloyd, and Crawford, Midshipmen of the

Veteran and Leda. For a description of the " catamarans" and an ac-

count of the manner in which they were employed, we must refer our rca-

ders to the Naval Chronicle, Vol. XIL pp. 313^315. ni

''^\

\
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ordinarv at Chatham, where he remained the usual period of

three years. We are not acquainted with the exact date of

his appointment to the Royal Hospital at Greenwich, but we

believe that it took place on the demise of Captain Samuel

Arden.

Agents.—Messrs. Maude.

HENRY ^lANATON OMMANNEY, Esq.

Third son of the late Rear-Admiral Cornthwaite Omniannej'-,

and brother of Captain John Ackworth Ommanney, R. N.*

This gentleman was made a Lieutenant in 1794, and

served as such on board the Zealous 74, bearing the flag of

the late Admiral Archibald Dickson, in 1796 ; he was sub-

sequently employed on the Mediterranean station, from

whence he returned to England about Feb. 1802. His name
appears among those officers who received gold medals from

the Turkish government for their services on the coast of

Egypt.

In 1802, Mr. Ommanney was promoted to the rank of Com-
mander, and appointed to the Falcon sloop of war. His post

commission bears date Jan. 22, 1806 ; and his last ap^joint-

ment was, about Feb. 1812, to the Vigo 74.

Agent.—Sir Francis Ommanney.

ARCHIBALD DUFF, Esq.

Embarked as a Midshipman, in June, 1788 ; served the

two first years of his time on board the Champion 24, com-
manded by Captain (now Admiral) Sampson Edwards, on
the Leith station ; and the remainder under the late Captain

George Duff, in the Martin sloop, Resource frigate. Glory

98, and Duke of the eaiqae furqe; the latter second rate

bearing the broad pendant erf the Hon. Commodore Murray,
during the expedition agaiKxsi Martinique, in June, 1793 f-

• SeeVol. Ti.Partl. p.303, ^'^sey. - • '

t See Vol. I. p. 40», and there make tlie following correction : viz. line

6 from the top, for Monmouth, read Monarch, the latter commanded by
Sir James Wallace.

m
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His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant took place in the

course of the year 1/94 ; and we afterwards find him serving

with. Captain Duff, in the Ambuscade and Glenmore frigates^

on the North Sea, and Irish stations.

Mr. Duif's next appointment was to the Foudroyant of 80

gnns, commanded by Sir Thomas Byard, with whom he con-

tinued on Channel service until that officer's demise, Oct. 30,

1798. He subsequently joined the Barfleur 98, and pro-

ceeded in her to the Mediterranean, where he again removed

into the Foudroyant, which ship shortly afterwards received

the flag of Lord Nelson, by whom he had the honor of being

allowed to remain as one of his Lieutenants.

In Sept. 1799, the subject of this sketch performed a very

intrepid and humane action, for which he was deservedly

praised, both by his Admiral and Captain, the latter of whoni

granted him a certificate to the following effect

:

*' These are to certify that Captain Archibald Duff, wlken a Lienteuant

on board H. M. S. Foudroyant, under my command, in 1799, and when she

was lying at anchor in the bay of Palermo, did, in a most gallant manner,

jump overboard, and save a seaman belonging to the said ship. This hap-

pened in the middle watch, and the night was very dark. The unfortunate

man would most certainly have been drowned, had it not been for the ex-

ertions of this enterprising young officer.

(Signed) T. M. Haudy."

On the 10th Feb. 1800, Lieutenant Duff assisted at the

capture of le Genereux French 74, and a large armed trans-

port, proceeding to the reliefof Malta*. Soon after this event

he joined the ill-fated Queen Charlotte, whose destruction by

fire, off Leghorn, has been fully described in our memoir of

Captain the Hon. George H. L. Dundas. On that awful oc-

casion Lieutenant Duff was only roused from his sleep by the

guns going off as they became heated ; and he escaped from

the surrounding flames by jumping overboard and swimming

to the launch, which was providentially towing astern, and

had already been taken possession of by many more men than

she could conveniently carry. Mr. Duff fortunately reached

her just as they were in the act of casting off the tow-rope,

and he had the happiness of being afterwards able to save the

lives of several other prraons, as appears by the teslimuuy of

• Sre Vol II. Part I. p. 26'.
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a respectable officer, who thus expresses himself on the

subject

:

" Captain Duff, when Lieutenant of H. M. late ship Queen Charlotte, at

the time she was burnt, was the means of saving the lives of several men,

through his humane and feeling exertions, by over-ruling the objections of

those in the boat with him against receiving any more ; of which number I

was one of the fortunate individuals saved on that melancholy occasion.

(Signed) "William Ferguson, Lieut. R.M."

After remaining for some time on board the Minotaur 74,

Mr. Duff was appointed to command the Bonne Citoyenne

sloop of war ; but the Admiralty refusing to confirm hi' acting

order, he was obliged to join the Guillaume Tell, a French 80,

taken by Lord Nelson's squadron, and to continue in her un-

til Lord Keith shifted his flag from the Minotaur to the Fou-

droyant, when he became first Lieutenant of the latter ship,

in which capacity, and as acting commander of the Mondovi

brig, he continued during the most important part of the

campaign in Egypt.

On the surrender of Grand Cairo, the Mondovi was selected

to carry home Captain Richard Curry and Major Henry Mon-

tressor, the officers charged with the naval and military des-

patches announcing that conquest * ; and on her return to

the Mediterranean, Lieutenant DuflF resumed his former station

on board the Foudroyant, butwas shortly afterwards appointed

by Lord Keith to the command of the Lutine prison-ship,

stationed at Minorca, where he remained until she was or-

dered to be broken up, in consequence of the peace of Amiens.

His commission as a Commander was confirmed about the

same period. We should here obserA'e that the Mondovi

was attacked by seventeen Spanish gun-boats in the Gut of

Gibraltar, and succeeded in beating them off, notwithstanding

their immense superiority of force. She also captured several

French vessels with troops, whilst commanded by Captain

Puff, and employed on the coast of Egypt.

Shortly after the renewal of the war, in 1803, Captain

Duff was appointed to the Megaera fire-ship, and a few small

vessels were occasionally placed under his command for the

m

• See Vol. II. Part I. pp. 402—468.

•UPPL. PART I.
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purpose of watching the enemy's ports in the Channel. His

post commission bears date Jan. 22, 1806.

In I8O7, we find Captain Duff commanding the Muros of

20 guns, and convoying a fleet of merchantmen to Halifax
;

from whence he proceeded to the Jamaica station, and there

made several captures.

Whilst cruising off ^the Havannah, in Mar. 1808, Ciiptain

Duff received information that the Spaniards were fortifying

fiahia Honda ; and, as that was the only port on the north

coast of Cuba into which a British ship could run for shelter

during bad weather, he considered it a matter of importance

to destroy the enemy's works : but, unfortunately, his pilot

ran the Muros on a reef at the entrance of the harbour, and

every effort to get her off proved useless. Fortunately, a small

privateer was then in company, and with her aid Captain Duff

was enabled to carry the whole of his officers and crew to

three prize vessels which he had left at the Dry Tortugas,

from whence they all returned in safety to Jamaica.

Captain Duff's last appointment was, in 1813, to the Pre-

sident frigate, then on the Cork station, but subsequently sent

to protect the north coasts of Ireland and Scotland against

the American cruisers ; on which service he continued to be

employed until the termination of hostilities in 18J5.

In 1819, Captain Duff published " A Claim to thk In-

vention OF THE Tube SwHTy for giving greater e^ect to the

fire of Artillery y more particularly at Sea, as submitted to

the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty, on the 4th October 1813, with further illustrations and

comparative Remarks on the Tube Sight, as lately recom-

mended by Major-Genbral Sir William Cong rbvk, in

his Book of the 4th February y 1818, and tried on board His

Majesty's Ship Liffey." In this pamphlet Captain Duff says :

" I have hitherto Imd no reason to believe hut that I was the first to re-

oouiineDd the improved Si^ht, and to enforce the principle on which its

efficiency depends ) but my method of applying it was not so fortunate as

to meet with the approbation of their Lordships, to whom it was presented

about five years ago. This I learn by observing that the same Sight,

though with additional apparatus, and applied in a different manner, on u

plan of Mi\jor*Gener»l Sir William Congreve's, was ordered for trial by the

^

,, I'
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Board of Admiralty in December last, on board H. M. S. LiflFey.**

—

Preface, par. .">.

" Uninforuicd, however, of the date on whirh Sir William Connfreve first

put his ideas on the subject on record, or gave them publicity, further than

what his work declares, I shall be reatly to yield to him my claim to the origi-

r.?l invention whenever he may make it appear that I ought to do so. But

as to the practical utility of his plan, I must here repeat that his premises

appear to me, morally as well as physically, so unattainable, and his whole

process so directly at variance with a seaman's knowledge and experience,

that I do not hesitate to predict (whatever may have been the result of the

practice in the smooth water of the river Medway, where probably the

different distances were measured or otherwise ascertained,) it will never

stand the test of experiment in action, in a rough sea, or in ocean water,

where alone its utility must be looked for."—p. 25.

For the particidars of Captain Duff's invention we must

refer our readers to his pamphlet, which appears to have

been published at No. 87, Wimpole Street, Cavendish Square,

London.

Captain Duff was presented with two gold medals during

the late wars : one he received from the Turkish government

for his services in Egypt; and the other from the Royal

Humane Society, for his << intrepid and manly exertions m
risking his own, to preserve the life of a fellow creature."

Agent.—i. Petty Muspratt, Esq.

DONALD HUGH MACKAY, Esq.

Youngest son of the late Hon. George Mackay, of Skibo,

N. B. Member of Parliament for Sutherlandshire, by Anne,

grand-daughter of Kenneth Sutherland, third Lord Duffus,

who was attainted in 1/15 ; and sister of James, the present

Baron Duffus, who was restored to that title by Act of Par-

liament, which received the Royal Assent, May 26, 1826**.

* Kenneth Lord Duffus, was a Captain in the Royal Navy at the period

when the rebellion broke out in Scotland, under the influence and direction

of the Earl of Mar, which unfortunate business was decided by the battle of

Shcritr Muir, Nov. 13, 1715. Having cnga^jcd in that rebellion, his lordship

was incliulcd in the act of attainder consequent thereupon. When informed

thereof he was in Sweden, but he resolved immediately to r«turn to Engluud

R 3
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In the course of our researches, we have frequently found a

Mackay serving with distinction in the field ; but the first of

this family that ever joined the royal navy is the officer whose

services we shall presently notice. His immediate ancestor,

Sir Donald Mackay (created Lord Reay, June 20, 1628), was

a highland chieftain, whose conduct as a warrior is highly

spoken of in " Naylor's History of the Seven Years* War*."

A General of the same name and family commanded the royal

troops at the battle of Killicrankie, 1689 j and was afterwards

aud surrender himself; which resolution he commuuicated to the English

minister at Stockholm, who accordingly notified it to the Secretary of State.

On his way to England, however, he was arrested by the British Resident

at Hamburgh, who detained him close prisoner till the time limited by the

act for the attainted persons to surrender had elapsed. He aftenvards

entered the naval service of Russia, and died a flag-officer. It was this un-

fortunate nobleman who commanded the Advice of 46 guns, in an action

which is thus described by Campbell

:

" On the 27th June, 17U, an English man-of-war, called the Advice,

commanded by Kenneth, Lord Duffus, was attacked in Yarmouth roads, by

several Fredich privateers. His Lordship engaged them with great bravery,

and did not give up his ship, which was a fourth rate, of 46 guns, till all

his sails were torn to pieces, not a brace or bowling left, shrouds cut away,

two-thirds of his men killed and wounded, and his lordship had five balls

in his body. The eight privateers that took him, carried the ship with great

triumph into Dunkirk, where they most inhumanly stripped both olficers

and private men of their wearing apparel, and, but for the kindness of the

inhabitants, had left them in a manner naked."—See Catnpbelfi Lives of

the Britiih Admirali, vol. 4, p. 116, edit, of 1812.

* Sir Donald Mackay went over to Germany, 1625, at the head of 1500

chosen followers, armed with pikes and fully accoutred at his own expense.

After assisting the Kmg of Bohemia, he successively entered into the ser-

vice of the monarchs of Denmark and Sweden, acquired great reputation,

and enjoyed the confidence of the heroic Oustavus Adolphus, who was so

much pleased with the bravery and good conduct of the highlauders that

ealways kept them near his royal person.

Sir Donald was created a Baronet of Nova Scotia, Mar. 18, 1627, and

advanced to the dignity of the Scotch peerage, as above stated. During

the civil war his lordship, having joined the royal party,was taken prisoner

at the surrender of Newcastle to the Scots army, and sent to the castle of

Edinburgh, in order to be tried ; but being relieved by the Marquis of

Montrose, he retired to Denmark, and there spent the remainder of his

days.
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killed by the side of King William, at the battle of Steenkirk,

in Flanders, July 24, 1692. Captain Mackay's uncle died

commander in-chief of the forces in Scotland, about May,

1789 ; and his eldest brother, now Lord Reay, commanded the

" Loyal North Britons," a corps entirely composed of High-

land gentlemen, who enrolled themselves at the period of the

threatened invasion, and were reviewed near London by his

late Majesty, on which occasion they all appeared in their

national costume.

Mr. Donald Hugh Mackay was born Dec. 31, 1780 ; and

he entered the naval service in 1792, under the patronage of

the late Admiral Robert Roddam, then commander-in-chief

at Portsmouth,

After passing some time as a cadet at the Royal Naval

Academy, Mr. Mackay joined the Dffidalus of 32 guns, com-

manded by Captain (now Sir Thomas) Williams, with whom,
and Sir Richard I. Strachan, he subsequently served as a

Midshipman on board those active and successful frigates, the

Unicorn, Melampus, and Diamond *,

Mr. Mackay was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant in

1798 ; and, as an armament was then preparing to sail against

Ostend, Earl Spencer, to whom he had been strongly recom-

mended by his late Captain, was pleased to appoint him to

the Ariadne a 20-gun ship, in order that he might partake of

that service f ; but on his return from the Flemish coast, the

Earl immediately removed him into an active frigate, the Mel-
pomene, commanded by Sir Charles Hamilton, Bart, under

whom he continued to serve until the summer of 1799>

when he joined the Isis 50, bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral

Mitchell, who was at that period selected to conduct the

naval part of a formidable expedition destined against the

Held, r J.

After witnessing the fall of that fortress and the surrender

of the Texel squadron, Lieutenant Mackay accompanied his

• Sec Vol. I. pp. 387 and 287.

t Sec •>/., note at p. 713 r/ **y.

\. See id., note at p. 4 14 et scq%
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Admiral up the Zuyder Zee, where he commanded the tender

to the flag-ship at the capture of four Dutch gun-vessels,

forming part of the flotilla collected for the protection of Am-
sterdam. The particulars of this service will be given in the

supplement to our memoir of Captain Patrick Campbell, C. B.

On his return from Holland, Lieutenant Mackay joined the

grand fleet, then under the command of Earl St. Vincent

;

and at the close of the French revolutionary war we find him

again serving with Sir Andrew Mitchell, on board the Wind-

sor Castle of 98 guns. His promotion to the rank of Com-
mander took place in April 1802.

At the renewal of hostilities, 1803, Captain Mackay ^vas

appointed to the Prince William armed ship, on the North

Sea station ; and in the autumn of 1804, he appears to have

been removed into the Scout sloop of war, fitting for the

Mediterranean, where he continued until posted, Jan. 22,

1806.

Captain Mackay's subsequent appointments were to the

Druid frigate. Inflexible 64, Volage 26, Malacca 42, and

Minden of 7^ guns. In the former ship he was employed on

the Irish mtation j in the Volage he conveyed Sir Evan Nepean,

Bart, to his government at Bombay, and was afterwards

actively employed under the orders of Sir Samuel Hood, in

the Eastern Archipelago and China seas, where the duties

which he had to perform were of a very arduous nature. The
Malacca formed part of the squadron under Captain George

Sayer, during the operations against the Sultan of Sambas, in

1813 * ; and the Minden was paid oif at Portsmouth, on her

return from India, in 1816; since which period Captain Mackay
has not held any appointment.

^gent.—J. P. Muspratt, Esq.

* See Metnoirs of Cuptain GEonog Saylr, C. D., and Cnptain Samubju

Leslik.

|i
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FRANCIS MASON, Esq.

j4 Companion ofthe Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath*

This officer was born Feb. 10, 1779j and had the misfor-

tune to be left an orphan at a very early age. He entered

the naval service under the protection of the late gallant and

worthy Rear-Admiral John Willet I'ayne, by whom he was

received as a Midshipman on board the Russel 74, at Chatham,

in May, 1793 ; and with whom he bore a part in the memo-

rable battle of June 1st, and also in the preceding actions of

May 28 and 29, 17*^ ^ > on which occasions the Russel sus-

tained a total loss ol 8 men killed and 26 wounded, received

considerable damage in her hull, under water, and was much

cut up in her masts, sails, and rigging.

In the ensuing winter, Mr. Mason was lent to the Jupiter

50, on board which ship his patron had hoisted a broad

pendant, as Commodore of the squadron destined to escort

H. S. H. the Princess Caroline of Brunswick, from Cuxhaven

to England *. On his return from that service he rejoined

the Russell, then commanded by Captain Thomas Larcom, a

brave and zealous officer, under whom he served in Lord Brid-

port's action, off l' Orient, June 23, 1795 ; on which day the

Russell was the third ship that closed, and one of those most

warmly engaged with the enemy ; her loss, however, con-

sisted of only 3 men slain and 10 wounded, including

among the latter a military officer, who was doing duty as

captain of marines f.

Mr. Mason continued in the Russel, on the Channel and

North Sea stations, until the latter end of I796,when the whole

of her officers and crew were turned over to the Impetueux of

78 guns I, the command of which ship had been conferred

• See Vol. 1. note { at p. 353 et seg. It is worthy of remurl:, that Cap-

tain Mason's eldest son assisted at the einhorkation of her late Majesty's

remains, at Harwich, Aug. 16, 1821.

t Captain Bacon, of H. M. 118th regiment.

I Formerly TAmcrique, one of the Russel's opponents on tkc glorious

t St of June.
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upon Captain Payne, who was subsequently employed as

senior officer of a cruising squadron, but whose ill-health

obliged him io come on shore in the spring of 1 798, without

having had an opportunity of adding to his well-earned repu-

tation by the performance of any greater service than that of

capturing two French privateers and several Spanish mer-

chantmen.

After remaining a short time with Captain Payne's suc-

cessor, the present Admiral Edwards, Mr. Mason was recom-

mended by the former officer to the Hon. Robert Stopford,

commanding the Phaeton 38, in which frigate he completed

his time as a Midshipmani His first commission, appointing

him to the Alecto sloop of war, stationed at Lymington,

bears date July 8, 1799 j his subsequent appointments as a

Lieutenant were to the Beaver brig, and Romney of 50 guns

;

the latter successively commanded by Captain (now Vice-

Admiral) Lawford, and the late Sir Home Popham, K. C.B.

In the summer of 1800, the Romney accompanied Vice-

Admiral Dickson to Copenhagen * ; in Nov. following, she

was obliged to cut away her main and mizen-masts during a

very heavy gale of wind, near Margate ; and on the 5th of

the ensuing month she sailed from Sheerness in company
with a small squadron, armed en Jlute, destined to convey a

detachment of troops up the Red Sea, in order to form a

junction with the army from India, under General Balrd, and

afterwards to co-operate with the Anglo-Turkish forces then

proceeding to act against the French in Egypt f.

During his absence from England, a period of two years

and four months, Lieutenant Mason visited the Cape

of Good Hope ; the Comorra islands, lying between Mada-

gascar and the continent of Africa j Mocha, a large city of

Arabia, having an harbour near the straits of Babelmandel

;

Jeddah, the port of Mecca ; Cossire, from whence the British

troops marched to the Nile ; Calcutta, Pulo-Penang, Madras,

Suez, Aden (in Arabia Felix), Bombay, and St. Helena :—^he

• See Vul. I. note at p. 349.

t See Vol. II. Part II pp. 874 and lOOf).

s
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tilso surveyed various parts of the Red Sea, particularly from

Suez to Tor j and formed part of Sir Home Popham's retinue

during that officer's political mission to the Arab States, in

the course of which the embassy experienced many indig-

nities, and was exposed to considerable danger, through the

perfidy of the natives *.

Mr. Mason was promoted to the rank of Commander in

April 1802, but did not hear of his advancement until the

Romney's arrival at Bombay, in Nov. of the same year.

Finding, on his return to England, that active preparations

were making for the renewal of hostilities, he lost no time in

soliciting employ J
notwithstanding which he did not obtain

an appointment till Jan. 1804, when he commissioned the

Rattler, a ship sloop mounting 24 guns, and used every ex-

ertion to get her ready for sea. While on half-pay, he had

the honor of being presented at court by Sir Home Popham,

from whom he had always experienced great kindness and

attention f. He had likewise the melancholy gratification of

witnessing the last moments, and attending the funeral, of

his amiable friend and patron, at whose demise there would

have been an end to all his professional prospects, had not

his present Majesty, out of respect to the memory of Rear-

Admiral Payne, graciously condescended to interest himself

most warmly in his behalf, and obtained for him the appoint-

ment already noticed. We should here observe that the

subject of this memoir, whenever unemployed, either as a

Midshipman, Lieutenant, or Commander, had always lived at

the Rear-Admiral's table, except when the latter was a guest

at Carlton-house ; and that he was in the carriage with him

when that lamented officer was attacked with the paralytick

stroke that caused his death |

.

• See Nav. Chron. v. 16, note at p. 284.

t Captain Mason, like many other ofBcera, is indebted to Sir Homo
Popham for the knowledge he possesses of time-pieces, lunars, &c.

X Rear-Admiral Payne died at the Royal Hospital, Greenwich, Nov. 17*

1803, deeply regretted by all who had the honor of his friendship or

ac(iuaintance. For a full account of his naval services, we must refer our

readers to the third volume of the Naval Chronicle, and shall here only
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In Feb. 1804, Captain IVJason joined the squadron under

Sir W. Sidney Smith, off Flushing j and on the 16th May
following we find him displaying great gallantry in an action

with a formidable flotilla, the particulars of which have been

given in our memoir of Captain John Hancock, C. B. The

Rattler's loss on that occasion consisted of only 2 men killed

and 10 wounded ; but her damages appear to have been very

considerable, three shots having entered between wind and

briefly observe, that he was a man of cool, steady gallantry, great judge-

ment, and most disinterested principles: the prevailing feature in his

character, was mildness and good-will to all around him ; he possessed an

elegant taste for literature ; his wit, though brilliant, was never severe

;

and his benevolence, though unbounded, was never exposed to the glare of

the day. He was in his 50th year; and it is only a just tribute to his

memory to say, that in his death the British navy sustained the loss of one

of its most brave and accomplished otBcers.

The Rear-Admiral was greatly esteemed by our late monarch, and hud

long enjoyed the friendship and confidence of his august son, the present

King, of whose household, as Prince of Wales, he was Comptroller. The
following passages are extracted from the Rev. James Stainer Clarke's

preface to his valuable work, entitled " The Progress of Maritime Dis-

coverif," published in 1803:

" A general idea of the plan may have been formed from the prospectus

already circulated. It informed the public that the outline was projected

under the auspices, and with the approbation, of Earl Spencer, who pre-

sided at the Board of Admiralty ; but I did not then mention another

patron, by whom the arrangement of the whole was formed, that zealous

mariner. Admiral John Willet Payne. ••••••
" Under this eminent officer my attention was first directed to Naval

Literature. His ardent mind pointed out whatever of novelty or of utility

had hitherto been neglected j and whilst his genius cast new light on the

desiderata thus presented, hia conversation cheered my fatigue, and his

enthusiasm prolonged my industry. ••••••
" The labour which fiiendship thus urged me to attempt, has been

greatly lessened by the suggestions and remarks, among many others, of

the following gentlemen ; to my good friend, Mr. Nicholas Pocock ; to my
brother. Captain George Clarke ; Captain Francis Mason ; and Lieute-

nant Gourly, of the Royal Navy ; to Captain Burgess, of the East India

Service i to Mr. Buley, Master of the Royal Academy at Portsmouth

;

and Mr. Whidbey, for whose acquaintance, and for many valuable hints,

I am indebted to Captain W. Tremenheerc, of the Royal Marines
;
—my

/trtt thanks are deservedly due."
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Water, whilst several others passed through different parts of

the hull. Her quarter-deck was stove in by a shell ; the

whole of her lower-masts were disabled by shot, and all her

yards, sails, and rigging much injured.

After shifting her masts, and refitting at Sheerness, the

Rattler resumed her former station, where she had another

brush with the Ostend division of flotilla, as will be seen by

the following extract from a journal belonging to one of her

officers

:

"June 23,1804.—Observed twenty-six schuyts coming from

Ostend towards Flushing, made ready for slipping, and cleared

the ship for action. At 5-30, made all sail towards the enemy.

The Galgo and Inspector commenced action. Crossed the

Binnen sand in 3 fathoms, and stood in shore to the same

depth of water. At 5-60, bore up and commenced action

within |th of a mile from the schuyts, the enemy's batteries,

artillery, &c. firing shot and shells smartly j backed and filled

occasionally to close with the enemy. At 7-40 running along

shore and keeping up a brisk fire. At 8-40, being close in

with Ostend, and the pilots fearful of the Stroom sand, ceased

firing and hauled off*, having driven only one vessel ashore.

Examined the state of the Rattler, found several shot and

shells in the hull, one gun-carriage on the main-deck disabled

by a shot, two quarter-deck planks stove in by a shell, which

burst on the main-deck without doing much further injury,

and the head of the main-mast damaged by another which

struck it a third in*.

In Oct. following. Captain Mason was thrice engaged with

the enemy's flotilla, at Dieppe, on which occasions the

* A third shell fell on the Rattler's main-deck, when one of the seamen,

who was himself busily engaged at his gun, desired a buy to throw it

overboard—the latter was one of Captain Mason's servants, and we be-

lieve that that was his first cruise ; he, however, very coolly took otf his

hat, placed the shell therein, with the fuze burning, and threw both

through a port, thereby preventing the mischief that might otherwise have

ensued. Captain Mason havmg stated this circumstance to the Patriotic

Society, the boy was deservedly rewarded with a haudsom* donation, and
an emblematical engraving, .

,
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Rattler was also much exposed to the land batteries^ but

without sustaining any material loss or damage.

On the 5th Jan. 1805, a gallant but unsuccessful attempt

was made by a detachment sent from that sloop and the Folk-

stone lugger to bring out a French privateer which had an-

chored near St. Valery en Caux ; the particulars thereof will

be found in our memoir of Commander W. C. C. Dalyell.

In May 1805, the Rattler sailed for Newfoundland, in com-

pany with the Isis 50, bearing the flag of Sir Erasmus Gower,

from whom she parted in a fog, after making the outer bank,

and the same night had a most providential escape from ship-

wreck on an island of ice, which was not discovered until she

had run nearly alongside of it. During the ensuing five daya

and nights her situation was very perilous, she being con-

stantly surrounded by large floating masses, the weather often

tempestuous, and extremely foggy.

On his return to England, with a fleet of merchantmen un-

der his protection, Captain Mason was again ordered to the

same station, in company with two frigates and the outward

bound trade. Proceeding thither the convoy encountered

most dreadful weather, and the Rattler was at length obliged

to bear up for Kinsale, in consequence of her having been ran

foul of by one of the merchant vessels. After repairing the

damages thus sustained, Captain Mason lost no time in re-

suming his voyage ; but had not been many days out of port

when he fell in with a French squadron from Rochefort, and

very narrowly escaped capture.

During the ensuing winter, the Rattler was frozen up in St.

John's harbour, from whence she sailed on a cruise. Mar. 31,

1806. On the 3d July following. Captain Mason was super-

seded in the command of that sloop, he having been advanced

to post rank, Jan. 22d. in the same year.

His next appointment was, through the gracious interfe-

rence of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, to the Daphne of 20

guns, in which ship he accompanied the military and naval

reinforcements sent to Buenos Ayres, under the late Sir Sa-

muel Auchmuty, and Captain (now Vice-Admiral) Donnelly,

in Oct. 1806. He was consequently present at the capture

15*?
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of Monte Video, and continued in the Rio de la Plata until

the final evacuation of Spanish America, from whence he re-

turned to Portsmouth in Jan. 1808.

The Daphne was afterwards employed on the Baltic sta-
,

tion, under the orders of that most excellent ollicer Sir James

Saumarez, Bart. On the 25th April, 1808, Captain Mason,

judging from the cargo of a Danish sloop recently destroyed,

that a number of the enemy's vessels lying in the harbour of

Flodstrand, near the Scaw, were also laden with provisions,

and destined for the relief of Norway, conceived it to be an

object of importance to cut them out, for which purpose he

despatched the boats of the Daphne and Tartarus, under the

command of his first Lieutenr-nt, the pvesent('i.'ptr- in William

Elliot, C. B., who succeeded in :'apturing :lve bi.'gs, three

galliots, one schooner, and a sloop; tb? whoU, except one

galliot, deeply laden with grain and prov-isioiis. In the exe-

cution of this service, although exp.)!^, d to fj heavy tire of

round, grape, and musketry, from a curitlc inouiiting tj n g'Jns,

and a battery of three guns, t',get'H:r with somo opposition

from several armed boats, the Britiili had not a man s-'ririi and

only 5 persons wounded, one of whom was the gaibnc leydei-

of the party, who soon after obtained the rcvvaj o hh distin-

guished conduct had so highly meaicU. To thut officer's

memoir, we must refer the reader for a copy of Capt;un Ma-
eon's official letter relative to thiii capt>>re.

In Aug. following. Captain Masf n captured the Ar^wtif,

Danish national schooner, pierced for 12 gunsj bu.: inoukiiing

only 8 long 3-pounders j and at the same time drov ? on shcre

a cutter of 4 guns.

Ill health, about this period, obliging h'm to quit the

Daphne, Captain Mason returned to England and continued

on half-pay till Oct. 1809, whav he was appointed, pro

tempore, to the Fisgard frigate, off iFlushing, from whence
he brought off the rear- guard of the British army at the eva-

cuation of Walchprt' . Ihe foilowing are extracts from Sir

Richard Strachu/^'s public letters to the Admiralty, dated

Dec. 27 and 28, 1809:—
"At 8 A. M. (Dec. 26), I sailed to the mouth of the Duerloo tu see

11 \
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' I';

whether the division under Captain Mason got out, and perceiving it under

sail, I parted, in hopes to make the coast of England by the evening. When
I got half-channel over, I had the mortification to find the wind N. N. W.
and had doutits whether the two squadrons could get out ; but I have no

uneasiness for the conduct of either Commodore Owen or Captain Mason,

they having proved themselves deserving of my fullest confidence.

" It is my duty to draw their Lordships' attention to the excellent con-

duct of Commodore Owen^ in the disitharge of the various and arduous

duties he had to perform ; and I beg, in the most earnest manner, to re<

commend to their Lordships' notice, the zeal, bravery, and perseverance of

the captains, officers, and seamen of the flotilla under Captain Mnson, of

the Fisgard ; and when I get that officer's report, I shall have great pleasure

in introducing his merit to their Lordships' particular notice."

From this period till the spring of 1810, Captain Mason
was employed as senior officer off the Scheldt ; and subse-

quently under the orders of his former Admiral in the Baltic,

where he cruised with considerable activity and success, as

will be seen by the following abstract of captures made by

the Fisgard and her boats previous to his return home at the

commencement of the winter season : Juliana, Danish pri-

vateer, of 6 guns ; a schooner of 1 gun ; a French privateer

of 2 guns, and fifty-six sail of merchant-vessels, captured

;

and the Ziska, Danish privateer, of 6 guns and 40 men,

destroyed.

On his arrival in England, Captain Mason found himself

confirmed in the command of the Fisgard ; and in Feb. 181 1,

he accompanied a squadron under Sir Joseph S. Yorke to the

Tagus*. We next find him conveying a Portuguese Ambas-

sador to Revel, and afterwards capturing several of the ene-

my's vessels in the gulf of Bothnia.

On the 25th Dec. 1811, about 8 P. M., whilst cruising off

Flekeroe, on the coast of Nor^vay, the Fisgard was hailed by

n small boat, which on coming alongside was found to con-

tain the crew of a Danish galliot, that had foundered about 5

o'clock in the mc.umg, on a voyage from Jutland to Norway.

The crew consisted of the master and five seamen ; their

boat, from the heavy and tremendous sea then running, was

(juite full of water, and one of the men had drank raw spirits

• See Vol. 1. p. 439.
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until he sank down between the thwarts, lifeless. The agony

of these poor sufferers must have been very great ; they had

seen the Fisgard in the afternoon, standing towards them,

although they were not discerned by any one on board ; the

frigate then wore in chase, and after steering away from them

for about an hour, during which she spoke the strange

vessel, again wore, and providentially happened to stand in

the direction of their boat again. At the very instant that

the ahnost exhausted Danes hailed her, the helm was up to

go ill pursuit of another vessel to leeward, and in five mi-

nutes she would have been out of hearing. It was such a

hitter cold night, that, with the boat full of water, the Danes

must all have perished in a few hours, the wind being directly

off the land, and blowing very strong, so as to preclude the

possibility of getting into smooth water. We need scarcely

add that Captain Mason took the first opportunity of sending

them ashore. This was the third crew which he had been

the providential means of saving in twelve months.

The Fisgard returned to England in Jan. 1812, and about

the same time intelligence was received of the melancholy

fate of H. M. ships St. George, Hero, and Defence, a cir-

cumstance which we are induced to mention, the subject of

this memoir having been on a court-martial with the unfor-

tunate Rear-Admiral Reynolds and Captains Guion, New-
man, and Atkins, few days before they all perished ; the

three former on the coast of Jutland, and the latter on the

Haak sands, in the same gale which proved so fatal to the

above mentioned Danish vessel.

After refitting at Spithead, thp Fisgard was sent to cniisc

off Cherbourgh, where she continued until fount! to he per-

fectly worn out. She was consequently paid off in July,

1812, and Captain Mason remained unemploy««d till May
1813, when he was appointed to the President of 46 guns, in

which ship he was present at the storming of St. Sebas-

tian*; and afterwards cruised on the Cork station till April

1814; when peace api)caring certain, and his lady being in a

Sec Vol. II. Part ll-p.^Jfil.
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precarious state of health, as also much afflicted by the recent

loss of her gallant brother*, he determined upon resigning his;

command; since which he does not appear to have been

again afloat. He was nominai-ed a C. B. in June, 1815.

Captain Mason married, April 16, 1805, Selina, second

daughter of the present Viscount Hood, by whom he has four

sons, and the same number of daughters, still living. His

eldest son, Charles, a virtuous and amiable youth, who had

gone through the Royal Naval College with great credit, and

was beloved by every captain he had served under, was un-

fortunately involved in the awful catastrophe that befel the

Arab sloop of war, on the Irish station, in Dec. 1823t.
Agents,—Messrs. Cooke, Halford and Son.

MAJOR JACOB HENNIKER, Esq.

Seoond son of the late Hon. Major Henniker, by Mary,

daughter of John Phoenix, of Rochester, co. Kent, Esq. ; and

brother to the present Baron Henniker, who took the sur-

name of Major in addition to and after his own patronymic.

May 27, 1822.

This officer was made a Lieutenant, July 23, 1/99; ad-

vanced to the rank of Commander, in 1802 ; and appointed to

the Albacore sloop, on the Guernsey station, about Sept.

1804.

On joining Sir James Saumarez, commander-in-chief at

Guernsey, Captain Henniker was placed by him under the

orders of Commodore D'Auvergne (then commonly called the

Duke dc Bouillon), with directions to use his utmost endea-

vours to intercept any of the enemy's flotilla passing along

the French coast. On the 8th Oct. 1804, he compelled five

armed luggers to anchor under the cover of a battery near

Cirosne/ de Flamanville, where he attacked them on the en-

suing day, and succeeded in driving the whole on shore in the

• Mra. Mason's brother, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Wheeler Hodd.

was kiUcd ut the huttlu ut* Orthes.

t bee Commander William Holmks.

I
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midst of a very heavy surf, that broke with great violence

over them. The following is an extract from the letter which

Sir James Saumarez wrote to the Admiralty on this occa-

sion :
^

•' Captain Hcnniker anchored as near them i>8 was consistent with the

safety of the ship, and kept up a heavy fire upon them, with round and

grape shot, until they were com "ed hy the surf, and al)andoned hy their

people, who appear to have be : n '• ery numerous, and among them several

were distinguished as soldiers b^ their clothing*. Great praise is due to

Capt.iinHenniker for this spirited and gallant attack, within a few hundred

yards of the French coast, and under a heavy fire from the enemy's battery

and vessels. Great commendation is also due to the ofBccrs'and crew of the

Aihacore, who appear to have acted in the most determined manner, and

to have preserved the most exact discipline, in so intricate a situation,

with tiic wind directly on the shore, and close to a heavy surf ; the Al-

bacore was hulled in several places, and her main and muin-top-masts

were wounded, l>ut I am happy to find she has suffered no loss in menf."

Captain Henniker obtained post rank on the 22d Jan.

1806 ; and subsequently commanded the Mermaid frigate for

a short period.

Agents.—Me^sv9. Stilwell.

MATTHEW FORSTER, Esq.

Son of the late Matthew Forstcr, Esq. who was Commis-
5ary-Gcnerul-in-Chief of the West India islands, in 1780.

This officer was born at Warrcnford, co. Northumber-

land, in Feb. 1765; and he entered the naval service as a

Midshipman on board the Courageux 74, commanded by the

late Lord Mulgrave, in May, 1779 %. His first commission

bears date, Nov. 22, 1790.

Mr. Forster served as senior Lieutenant of the St. Albatis 64,

when that ship was commanded by the late Admiral Russell,

• From the number of Frenchmeu that were seen borne l)y others up
the strand and sand-hills, Gaptain Hcnuiker ihou^lit that there were many
killed and wounded.

t Tlie Albttcore '.vas hulled in sevaral places, and her rigginjf much cut.

X A memoir of Lord Mulgrave will be found in th« Nav. ('hrou., v. 8.,

pp. 89— 110.
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if

whose services we have recorded in our first volume ; and he

Bubsequently commanded several small vessels, under the or-

ders of Lord Duncan. He obtained the rank of Commander,

on the West India station, in 1802 ; and returned home from

thence in the Plover sloop of war.

About Feb. 1805, Captain Forster was appointed to the

Calypso, a fine 18-gun brig; and on the 18th July following,

he received a very dangerous wound in the shoulder, whilst

gallantly attacking a division of the enemy's Hotilla, under

the powerful batteries on Cape Grisnez*.

In consequence of this wound. Captain Forster reluctantly

gave up the Calypso, and came on shore with little hopes of

recovery, much less of ever being able to take another com-

mand. Early in 1808, however, he found himself sufficiently

convalescent to accept an appointment to the Majestic 74j

bearing the Rag of his old friend. Rear-Admiral Russell ; and

we subsequently find him in the Unicorn frigate, on the North

sea station. Captain Forster oljtained post rank Jan. 22,

1806 ; a pension of 250/. per annum was granted to him, for

his wound, in Nov. 1814 ; and he survived, contrary to all ex-

pectation, until Jan. 12, 1824, on which day he died, at Ber-

wick-upon-Tweed, deservedly esteemed and universally re-

gretted.

SIR PHILIP CARTERET SILVESTER, J:..^rt.

{Late Caiiterkt.)

yf Companion of the Most Honorailc Military Order of the Hath-

Son of the late Rear-Admiral Philip Carteret, the circum-

navigator, by Mary Rachael, sister of the late Sir John Sil-

vester, Bart. Recorder of the city of London.

The first ship ii', which this officer went to aea was the

Lion 64, commanded by Sir Erasmus Gower, who had

served as his fiither's first Lieutenant in the Swrdlow rloop,

during a voyage of discovery round the globe, M'hich com-

menced in 1766, and was not concluded till Mar. l/OOf.

• See Vol. II, pp. 131 and 888.

t In the month of Aug. 1 7G6, the Dulphin, n 20-gun ahip, won fitted out
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After accompanying Sir Erasmus Gower to and §om

China*, Mr. Philip Carteret removed v^ith that officer Into

the Triumph 74, which ship formed part of the squadron

under Vice-Admiral Cornwallis, off Belleisle, on the memo-

rahle 16th June, 1795. In the running fight which then took

place, the subject of this memoir received a slight wound ;

but his name did not appear in the list of casualties, as Sir

Erasmus Gower made no report of the Triumph's loss or

damages f

.

Shortly after this event, Mr. Carteret was promoted to the

rank of Lieutenant, in the Imperieuse frigate, commanded by

Lord Augustus Fitz Roy; and we subsequently find him

serving as such on board the Greyhound 32, Britannia a first

rate, and Cambrian of 40 guns, under the respective com-

mands of Captains James Young, Israel Pellew, Richard Lee,

the Hon. Arthur K. Legge, and George H. Towry. His com-

to proceed on a voyage of discoveries, under the command of Captain Sa-

muel W'allis. The Swallow 16, was ordered to accompany her until they

should have cleared the straits of Magellan. On the 12th April, I7f>7, they

entered the Pacific Ocean, and separated. The Dolphin steered to the

westward, and the Swallow to the northward. Captain Wallis rctnrned to

England in May, 1768 ; the sufleringa and di' "s-^s experienced by Cap-

tain Carteret and his crew have been related, though but imperfectly and

faintly, in the account written by the late Dr. Hawkesworth. We have only

ruum in this place to remark, that the Swallow hud been nearly 20 years

out of commission, and some considerable time previous to her being fitted

for this voyage, she had been slightly sheathed with wood to preserve her

bottom from the worms; but being nearly 30 years old, she was totally

unfit for foreign service. The Dolphin, on the contrary, had been sheathed

with copper, and had received every necessary repair and alteration that

her former commander, the Hon. John Byron, had pointed out as wanting.

Captain Carteret strongly represented the age and defects of his vessel

;

but the only reply he obtained from the Aihnirnlty, was " Ihnt the ei^uip-

ment of the shop was fullj/ equal (o the service the had to perform." ThebO

are curious facts, and we record them as such, for the future naval histo-

rian. Captain Carteret obtained post rank in 1 77 If was made a llear-

Admiral in 1794, and died at Southampton, July 21, 1796.

• See Vol. 11. Part II. note f. at
i).
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mission as a Commander bears date April 29, 1802; at

which period he was appointed to the Bonne Citoyenne sloop

of war, on the Mediterranean station.

The Bonne Citoyenne being paid oft* in 1803, Captain Car-

teret remained on half pay till the spring of 1804, when he

received an appointment to the Scorpion brig of 18 gvms,

employed in the North Sea, where he captured, April 11,

1805, I'Honneur, Dutch national schooner, of 12 guns,

having on board 1000 stand of arms, a complete set of

cloathing for that number of men^ and a considerable quan-

tity of warlike stores, including two 12>pounder field-pieces,

2 mortars, tents for troops, &c. Among the prisoners taken

on this occasion, was M. Jean Saint-Faust, member of the

Legion of Honor, a person long noted for his successful de-

predations on British commerce, and considered by Napo-

leon Buonaparte as one of the most brave, able, and enterpri-

sing officers in the French or Batavian service. He was going

to Curacoa, there to assume the command of a Dutch naval

force, and from thence to attack, by a coup-de-main, some of

our West India possessions. L'Honneur was also charged

with impoitant despatches, which the enemy endeavoured In

vain to destroy*.

Captain Carteret was advanced to post rank, Jan. 22,

1806 J but 'being then absent on foreign service, a variety

of circumstances, of which the following is an outline, pre-

vented him from leaving the Scorpion until the spring of

1807.

Having received orders, when on the eve of promotion, to

join Sir Alexander Cochrane at the Leeward Islands, Captain

Carteret proceeded thither, and was employed by that officer

on various services, in the course of which he had the good

fortune to be mainly instrumental in saving a valuable fleet of

merchantmen from being captured by a French squadron, un-

der the orders of Rear-Admiral Villaumcz, who had arrived at

Martinique on the 20th June, 1806 j and the better to conceal

* Mons. Saint-Faust commanded the four Dutch vessels mentioned in

our memoir of the late Captain ^Vlexamler Campbell. See Vol. II. Pari

II. p. 902.
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his real intentions, had caused a report to be induitriously

spread, by means of neutral traders, that he was bound to St.

Domingo, for the purpose of taking on board the seamen who
liiul escaped on shore after Sir John T. Duckworth's action, in

the month of Feb. preceding.

This report not being credited by Captain Carteret, who
was carefully watching the enemy, he purchased a small ves-

sel ut St. Lucia, and sent her with a letter to the President of

Nevis, at which island she arrived time enough for sixty-five

deeply laden West Indiamen to put to sea from St. Kitts, un-

der the protection of Captain Kenneth M'Kenzie, of the Ca-

rysfort frigate, who ran to leeward with his change and escaped

unseen by Rear-Admiral Villaumez, who hiftl quitted Fort

Royal bay very suddenly on the 1st July, jjiobably with a

view of cutting off Captain Carteret, whose i#en were on the

yards, bending a new suit of sailii, at the moment when the

French squadron was observed under weigh. The Scorpion,

it should l)e observed, had hastened back from St. Lucia,

and was at this time watching the enemy so closely, that one

of them was enabled to throw a shot over her before the sails

could be set and trimmed. Captain Carteret's confidence in

the zeal and activity of those under his command, and his de-

pi. 'dance on the Scorpion's superior sailing, however^ proved

well-founded, for the enemy's second shot fell alongside, and

the third astern. Having thus escaped out of range, he con-

tiimed to dog the enemy, who proceeded to Montserrut, Ne-

vis, and St. Kitts, but]only succeeded in capturhig seven mer-

chant vessels which had missed the above-mentioned convoy;

nine others were effectually protected by the fort on Brimstone

Hill, and a battery near the beach of the latter island.

Rear-Admiral Villaumez next stood for Tortola, in hopes of

capturing tHe greater part, if not the whole of the fleet there

assembled, ready to proceed on its homeward bound voyage.

Fortunately, however. Captain Carteret had also sent a des-

patch to Sir Alexander Cochrane, which induced that zealous

ofiicer to hasten towards the same place, and thereby conqiel-

led the enemy to abandon his design. IJy this means two-hun-

dred and eighty sail of valuable merchantmen were rescued from

m
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the grasp of Rear-Admiral Villaumez, who afterwards steered

to the northward, in the equally vain hope of intercepting the

Jamaica convoy. His subsequent disasters have already been

partially noticed, in our memoir of Sir William Hargood,

K. C. B *.

Captain Carteret formed a junction with his own Admiral

oflF the island of St. Thomas, July 6 ; and after witnessing the

flight of M . Villaumez before an inferior British force, he was

sent to Barbadoes, from whence the Scorpion accompanied

Sir John Borlase Warren to the coast of America, in pursuit

of the same French squadron.

It appears to have been the intention of the latter officer to

send Captain Carteret back to his proper station as early as

possible, he having withdrawn him from thence without con-

sulting Sir Alexander Cochrane, in consequence ofthere being

only one frigate, and not a single sloop or smaller vessel at-

tached to his own squadron. Circumstances , however, ren-

dered it necessary for him to detain the Scorpion, and Captain

Carteret was thus kept in ignorance of his promotion, whilst

at the same time his appointed successor, having arrived in

the West Indies, had the mortification to find himself without

a command, or the least chance of obtaining one, at that pe-

riod of active warfare.

After several months had elapsed, the Scorpion was direct-

ed to escort a French prize-brig to England ; and on her ar-

rival Captain Carteret was placed under the orders of Admiral

Young (who then commanded at Plymouth), it being deter-

mined that he should remain in that sloop until superseded

by the officer originally nominated to succeed him. By this

arrangement, he was afforded an opportunity of capturing a

formidable French privateer named le Bougainville, of 18

guns and 93 men, after a long chase, and a running fight

of 45 minutes, off Scilly, Feb. 16, 1807. The enemy on
this occasion had several men killed; the Scorpion not a

man hurt. Captain Carteret liad previously assisted at the

• See Vol. I. p. 400.
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capture of la Favorite, French cutter privateer, of 14 guns

and 70 men*.

In July 1809, the subject of this memoir embarked as a vo-

liiutoer on board the Superb 74, bearing the flag of Sir R. G.

Keats, and forming part of the grand armament destined to

act against the enemy's forces in the Scheldt. During tlie

whole of tliat campaign he commanded a flotilla of gun-boats,

and his conduct on every occasion was highly spoken of by the

naval commander-in-chief, from whose public despatches, re-

pcjrting the surrender of Camvere and Flushing f we make

the followhig extracts

:

" ^uif. 4, ISOI).—^I'he fire of the guii-l)oats was exoeeiliiijfly well-di-

rected, and did umcli damage to the (former) town. The officers and men
engaged in that service had a great claim to my admiration. Three of our

gun-huats were sunk."

" ^tiif. 17.—I cannot conclude this letter without assuring their Lord-

ships that every captain, officer, seaman, and marine, have most ;(ealously

done their duty ; nor will it, I hope, be thought taking away from the me-

rits of others, in drawing their Lordships* parti(rular notice to the energetic

exertions of the captains, officers, and men cm[>loyed in the gun-hoats :

they liave lieen constantly under fire, and gone through all the hardships of

their situation with the utmost cheerfulness."

Tiie hardships alluded to by Sir Richard J. Strachan, are

more fully noticed by a surgeon belonging to one of the

bomb- vessels, in whose diary we find the following passages:
•' Aug. 2,—At half-past 1 1, in consequence of being sent for, I went on

hoard the Harpy brig. A poor man iielonging to one of the gun-boats,

had been shot through both arms, and was brought for assistance to tiic

Ifarpy. Before my arrival, Mr. Parsons, Surgeon of the Harpy, and iMr.

Mortimer, Assistant-Surgeon of the Charger gun-brig, had amputated the

right arm, and the tonrni(|uet was already fixed on the other. Both arms

had been shockingly fractured and lacerated. The man expired in five or

six minutes after my arrival. He hud been wounded tin hour and a half

• Le Bougainville was named after a French circumnavigator whom
t'aptain Carteret's father fell in with on his return from the South Seas,

in 17^>!^ and whose artful attempt to draw the English commander into a

breach of his obligation to secrecy, is very properly described by Campbell,
" as unworthy of that spirit of enterprise, which led him to undertake so

dangerous a navigation, which he has related with so much elegance." See
" Lives of the British Admirals," edit. Irtl3, Vol. V. p. lb\, et teq.

t See Vol. ILp. f>06, ctta/.

m
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before getting on board of the Hnrpy ; hit death, as it appeared to myself,

Mr. Mortimer, Mr. Parsons, and the AstiiBtant-SurgeoB of the Safeguard,

teas imputable to the loss of blood he had sustained, and the shock the

nervous system had received."

" ^ug. 4.—A gun-boat. No. 4/, has l»cen upset by a tquall just under

the fort (Rammekens), and three poor fellows unfortunately drowned : two

of them were below at the time coiling away the cable. The life of the

other, who was swept away by the current, might easily have been saved,

had they had a row-boat of any description, ichich, however, none of these

gun-boats are allowed ; the bad consequences ofwhich has already been re-

peatedly experienced by them ••••*•. They appear to be little at-

tended to ; the service in them is peculiarly severe ; officers and n)en are

almost equally destitute of comfort and accommodation : their victualling

is neglected, and the risk they run extreme. It was but the other night

that a sailor teas wounded in one of them, and died leithoitt being seen hy a

medical man. jinother, who was suddenly taken ill, probably with a spasm

in his stomach occasioned by exposure to all manner of hardships, died be-

fore there was an opportunity ofapplying to any shipfor assistance. The
immediate employment of one or two doses of a powerfully diffusable sti-

mulus, in all likelihood vvould have saved the man's life • • * " • •. It

is an apparent mismanagement, which, however, I fancy, is inseparable

from the nature of this service."

Speaking of the arrangements made for completing the

evacuation of Walcheren, and covering the retreat of our land

forces from that pestilential island, Sir Richard J. Strachan,

in a letter to the Admiralty, dated Dec. 20, 1809, says :

—

" Their Lordships have already been apprised of the excellent arrange-

ments of Commodore Owen, for the naval defence of the Slough and Ter-

veere ; nevertheless, the enemy has made several attempts to molest our

flotilla in that navigation, but in all of which he has been foiled; the gal-

lantry of the commanders, officers, and seamen, under Captain Carteret,

under all the difficulties to which they have been exposed, have been con-

spicuous, and as I expressed in my memorandum on that occasion, * all

have supported the character of British seamen .''••••. I enclose for

their Lordships' information the commanders' comnmnications connected

with this important service, together with Captain (/arterct's reports, and

my memorandum, thunkitig the officers and men for their distinguished be-

haviour."

Commodore (now Sir Edward W. C. R.) Owen, in a letter

to the commander-in-chief, detailing the operations which had
taken place under his immediate directions, expresses himself

as follows :

" The merits of Captain Carteret iu the general command of this part of

Lf
;|l'

'
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our force, I have, in some particular instances, had occasion to report to

you ; in every instance I have known, his conduct has been good alike."

Captain Carteret was appointed to the Naiad of 46 guns,

about July 1811. On the 20th Sept. following, while lying

at anchor off Boulogne, he observed much bustle among the

enemy's flotilla, then moored along shore, under the protec-

tion of their powerful land batteries. At about noon, Napo-

leon Buonaparte, who had recently left Paris on a tour of in-

spection, was distinctly seen to proceed along the line to the

centre praam, which immediately hoisted the imperial stand-

ard at the main, and lowered it at his departure, substituting

for it the flag of Rear-Admiral Baste ; he afterwards visited

others, and then went by sea to inspect the harbours of Vime-

reux and Ambleteuse, the Prince of Neufchatel, and the Mi-

nister of Marine, accompanying him in his barge.

It being the well-known custom of that personage to adopt

measures likely to confer eclat on his presence, Captain Car-

teret concluded that something of that kind was about to take

place ; and at 1 P. M. he saw the centre praam and six others

weigh and stand towards the Naiad. As the wind was S. W.
with a very strong flood-tide setting to the N. E. while the

enemy bore nearly south from the British frigate, it was clear

that by weighing she would only increase her distance from

them ; so that the only chance of closing with them at all was

by remaining at an anchor. The Naiad, therefore, quietly

awaited Mons. Baste's attack in that position, with springs on

her cable.

The leading praam soon arrived within gun-shot, " succes-

sively discharged her broadsides," and then stood away j her

followers did the same, and in this manner they manob'jvred

until joined by ten brigs and a sloop (each of the former

mounting 4 long 24-pounders) ; from which period the Naiad

was occasionally cannonaded by the enemy's whole detach-

ment for upwards of two hours.

At slack water. Captain Carteret weighed and stood off,

partly to repair some trivial damages, but chiefly, by getting

to wujdward, to be better able to close with the French Rear-

Admiral, and get between some of his vessels and the land.

'i H
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After standing off a short time, the Naiad tacked and made

all sail towards them ; but at about sun-set it became calm,

when the enemy anchored under the batteries eastward of

Boulogne, and Captain Carteret brought up nearly in his for-

mer position. In this affair not a British subject was hurt,

and the damages sustained by the frigate were of little or no

consequence. The result of the next day's proceedings will

be seen by Captain Carteret's official letter to his commander-

in-chief, Rear-Admiral (now Sir Thomas) Foley

:

"H. M.S. Naiad, offlhulogne, Sept. 21, 1811.

" Sir,—This morning, at 7 o'clock, that part of the enemy's flotilla

which was anchored to the eastward of Boulogne, consisting of seven

praams and fifteen smaller vessels*, weijjhed and stood out on the larhoard

tack, the wind being S. W. apparently to renew the same kind of distant

cannonade which took place yesterday. Different, however, from yester-

day, there was now a weather-tide. The Naiud, therefore, weighed, and

getting well to windward, joined H. M. brigs Rinaldo, Redpole, and Cas-

tilian (commanded by Captains James Anderson, Colin Mac Donald,

and David Braimer), with the Viper cutter (Lieutenant Edward Au-

gustus D'Arcy) who had all zealously tnnied to windward in the course of

the night, to support the Naiad in the expected conflict. We all lay to on

the larboard tack, gradually dra«ving offshore in the hope of impercepti-

bly inducing the enemy also to withdraw further from the protection of his

formidable batteries.

" To make known the senior officer's intentions, no other signals were

deemed necessary, but ' to prepare to attack the enemifs van' then standing

out, lefl by Rear-Adujiral Baste, and not to fire until quite close to the enemy.*

Accordingly, the moment the French Admiral tacked in 8hore,having reached

his utmost distance, and was giving us his broadsides, the King's small

squadron bore up together with the utmost rapidity, and stood towards the

enemy under all the sail each could conveniently carry, receiving a shower

of shot and shells from the flotilla and land batteries, without returning

any until within pistol-shot, when the firing on both sides of H. M.
cruisers threw the enemy into inextricable confusion. The French Admi-

ral's praam was the principal object of attack by this ship ; but, as that of-

ficer in leading had of course tacked first, and thereby acquired fresh way,

and was now under much sail, pushing with great celerity for the batteries,

it became impossible to reach him without too greatly hazarding li. AI.

ship. Having, however, succeeded in separating a praam from him, which

bad handsomely attempted to succour her chief, and which I hud intended

Ten brigs, one sloop, and four armed luggers.

n
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to consign to the particular care of Captains Anderson and iMac Donahi,

while the Castilian attacked others, it now appeared best to employ this

ship in effectually securing her.

" The Naiad accordingly ran her'on board; Mr. Grant, the master,

laslied her alongside ; the small-arms men soon cleared her deck, and the

boarders, sword in hand, soon completed her subjugation. Nevertheless,

in justice to our brave enemy, it must be observed, that his resistance was

most obstinate and gallant, nor did it cease until fairly overpowered by the

overwhelming force we so promptly applied. She is named ia Ville de

Lyons, was commanded by a Mons. Barbaud, who is severely wounded
;

and she had on board a Mons. la Coupe, who, as commodore of a division,

was entitled to a broad pendant •. Like the other praams, she has 12 long

(French) 24-pounders, but she had only 112 men, 60 of whom were sol-

diers ofthe^Sd regiment of the line ; between 30 and 40 have been killed

and wounded.

Meanwhile, the three brigs completed the defeat of the enemy's flotilla,

but I lament to say, that the immediate proximity of the formidable batte-

ries, whereunto we had now so nearly approached, prevented the capture or

destruction of more of their ships or vessels. But no blame can attach to

any one on this account ; for. all the commanders, officers, and crews, did

bravely and skilfully perform their duty. If I may be permitted to men-

tion those who served more immediately under my own eye, I must eagerly

and fully testify lo the merits of, and zealous support I received from Mr.

(John Potcnger) Greenlaw, first Lieutenant of this ship, as well as from all

the excellent officers ofevery description, brave seamen and marines, whom
I have the pride and pleasure of commanding. I have the honor 'herewith

to inclose reports of our loss, which I rejoice to find so comparatively tri-

vial, and that Lieutenant Charles CoI)b, of the Castilian, is the only officer

who has fallen f, &:c. (Signed) " P. Carteret."

Thus terminated the French naval review at Boulogne ; and

on the following ' day Napoleon Buonaparte proceeded along

the coast to Ostend, on his way to Cadsand, Flushing, and

Antwerp J.

On the 6th of the following month, Captain Carteret cap-

tured le Milan, French lugger privateer, pierced for 16 guns,

with a complement of 50 men ; and shortly afterwards le

• Mons. la Coupe's broad pendant was displayed both days, but it ap-

pears to have been hauled down, in order to keep it clear of the mast-head,

when la Ville de Lyons put her head, for the last time, towards the French

shore, and the rapid approach of the British squadron caused the enemy to

neglect re-hoisting it.

t Total 3 killed, 16 wounded ; 2 of the former, and 14 of the latter ou
board the Naiad.

X See note at p. 24.

ir
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Uequiii, a vessel of the siime description, witu £?» men

April, 181*2, he had a very narrow escape, his gig having

upset off Cowes, to which place he was conveyed in an ap-

parently lifeless state. By this accident 3 of his boat's cicvv

were unfortunately drowned. Towardis the close of 1812, he

was appointed to the Ponione of 46 guns, then on the North

Sea station, but subsequently employed as a cruiser in tlic

Channel.

The following is a narrative of all the circumstances con-

nected with a court-martial which sat on board the Sal-

vador del Mnndo, at Plymouth, Dec. 31, 1813, to investigate

the conduct of Captain Carteret, for not having brought an

enemy's frigate to action, on the 21st Oct. preceding; and

which court-martial vvas ordered to assemble bv the Board

of Admiralty, at Captain Carteret's own urgent request:—
Tlie Poinoiie liad encountered a heavy pale of wind in the Bay of Biscay,

wherchy she lost her fore-yard, and her niaht-yard was badly sprunir iu

two places. While repairing these danmptis, early on the morning of Oct.

21, 1813, she f(!ll in with a ship under jury-masts, which soon proved to

he a French frii^ate. Immediate preparations were made to attack her

;

and Captain Carteret was about tu do so, when another ship hove in sight

(which every body on board considered to be a frigate), with a brig un<ler

French colours, both steering the same way with that first seen. Soon

afterwards, three other ships were seen astern of these last, and nobody

now doubted that it was a French s(]uadron. The utinost caution, there-

fore was necessary, especially in the Pomone's nearly disubled state ; but

Captain Carteret, thinking that ho might still keep company with them

until he could obtain a reittforcement, resolved to get well to windward of

them, so as to reconnoitre them accurately, aiid yet not hazard the safely

of his ship : the disabled frigate was not (|uite a secondary object. The

weather being ren)arkably hazy and deceptive, rendered all objects so very

indistinct, that many hours were lo-^t in reconnoitjing. When the xveatber

cleared away i.. the afternoon, it was discovered that all the ships were

merchantmen, excepting the ilisabled French frigate, and the' ship which

eve.y body hud considered to be a frigate also, and which they still deemed

to be sucIj. The brig under French colours, on seeing the Pomone wear

tht; first time to stand towards them, run uway down to the tlisabkd frigate,

us if with some message from one to llieotJiLT. As the weather ultimately

became quite clear, and as only the supposed frigate was to be seen. Cup-

tain (Jarteret bore up to attack her; but, nhis 1 she proved, on near ap-

proach, to be nothing more than u large Poktugiiese East Indiaman, which

hud been taken by the enemy, and recaptured by some British cruisers,

(jriuved and mortitied, at having thus let the disunlcd Frenchman «lip

#.-
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through his fingers, Captain Carteret made all sail after her, but in vain

;

for oil the fourth day of bis pursuit or search, he fell in with a British man

of war, and received information that the said crippled ship was la Trave of

4f) guns, and that she had been captured on the 23d, without making any

resistance, by the Androinaclie ; which occurrence we have already noticed

in our memoir of Captain Tohin, C. B. •.

Ou his arrival at Lisbon, Captain Carteret gave a detailed report of all

these circumstances to the Admiral commanding there, who was thoroughly

satistie<l therewith ; but wishing the Board of Admiralty to be so too.

Captain Carteret requested him to transmit it home. Some days after-

wards, a letter, addressed to the Admiral ut Lisbon, was picked up on the

Pomonc's deck, which her commander iiiime<liately took to him. He read

it, and <;ave it bui'k to the gallant officer. Finding it to be an anonyrDous

letter, subscrilied " Pomone'ii Ship's Co'npuiit/," asserting that he luul

" run from a French frigate," Captain Carteret at once asked for a court-

martial. That, however, could not well l.>e granted then, becaui'e all the

Captains there were his juniors; besides which the Ponionc was under

orders to go home, so that much time would not elapse before the desired

investigation could take place. Captain Carteret, hcrenpon.avowed his deter-

mination to have one, if possible, and implored the .Admiral to forward the

anonymcms acctisation, and his application for a court-martial, l>y the first

packet, in order that not a moment might be lost. On arriving at Ply-

mouth, he renewed his application to the Admiralty, and soon foiiiK* that

their Lordships had anticipated ids anxious wishes. On the 2!)lh ' /ec.

Captain Carteret addressed his people ; told them of the pending trial

;

that he had demanded it himself in oonsetpiencc of the anonymous letter,

which none of them would own ; and that lie required them all to come
forwaril fairly and openly, to say the truth before the Conn. He, at the

same time, promised to guarantee them from all harm on account of their

evidence, if true ; and, not to be mistaken by them, he wrote an onler to

the above effect, and stuck it up in a conspicuous j-lace, that all or any

miirlit come forward and subscribe their names as witnesses against biin.

Finding that not a man wouhl show himself ready to become his accuser.

Captain Cartel et was compelled to onlcr all those whom he suspected to be
most averse to him to be summoned, as well as an entire quarter of the
ship's company taken by lot. On the .^Ist, uic court-martial assembled, and
Captain Carteret was arraigned as the prisoner before it. Rear-Admiral T.
Byiun iMartin was president ; Rear-Admirals Pulteiiey Malcolm and Charles
V. I'enroH' were also among his judges. The examinations of the Ponione'B
ollieers and men were as strict as pi.ssible ; but not one word was said in

any the remotest degree affecting the conduct of the ship when in presence
of the enemy. Captain ( Carteret declined making any defence, and tlic Court

i ?

Sc«' Vol. II. Part II. p. r;.N.
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" PCLLY ACQUITTED HIM OF ALL uLAME," in not hriiiginf!^ the enemy's

frij|,nite to action.

We shall only repeat the just ohKcrvjition of the Editor of

the Naval Chronicle, that " this diaholical attempt to blast

his reputation, could not have happened to a man whore tried

t'xnd established character was better able to stand. .His ser-

vices, especially when commanding the gun-boat flotilla in

the Scheldt, and when defeating Buonaparte's designs at Bou-

logne, Bufiiciently prove his merits."

On the 4th Mar. 1814, Captain Carteret, then in company

with the Cydnus frigate, captured the Bunker'ti Hill, Amer-

ican privateer (formerly H. M.brig Linnet) of 14 guns and SG

men. He was nominated a C. B. June 4, 1815; and about

the same period appointed to la Desiree, from which frigate

he removed, M'ith his officers and crew, into the Active of 4()

guns, on the 26th Oct. following. The latter ship was em-

ployed for some time on the Jamaica station, from whence

she returned to England in 181/} since which period he has

not been employed.

In Jan. 1822, Captain Carteret obtained the royal permis-

sion to asstume the name of Silvester, in addition to his own

patronymic ; and he succeeded to the title now enjoyed by

him, Mar. 30, in the same year, agreeably to his deceased

uncle's patent of baronetage*.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

JAMES JOHNSTONE. Esq.

Obiai?*k.) post rank, Jan. 22, 1806 ; commanded Rear-

Admiral , Stopford's flag-ship at the reduction of Java, in

1811 } and was subsecpiently appointed Commissioner of the

navy ftt Bombay.

• By the will of tlio lute Sir Jobn Silvester, who died i\lttr. 30, lHi^2, his

freehold and copyholds in the rounty of Essex, are given to trustees for the

UBti of Dunu- Harriet Silvester, relict of the said llaronet, durinir her lile ;

and after nor demise, to his nephew, Sir Philip Carteret Silvester, who*-

•ervieei wo have hecn recording.
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SIR THOMAS STAINES,

/\'iili>/it Commnntlcr of the Most Honorable Military Order of the linth,

Kniffiit Commander of thu Rvyal Sicilian Order of St. Ferdinand and of
Merit, and Knight of th« Im'^nrial Ottoman Order of the Creseent.

4

This officer was born at Dent de Lion, near Margate,

CO. Kent, in 1/70; and commenced 'his naval career at the

beginning of Jan. 179(), froni which period he served as

a Midshipman on board the Solebay frigate, comniantled by

Capcain Matthew Squire, on the West Ind'a station, till the

spring of 1792. We subscciuently find him proceeding to the

Mediterranean, under the command of Captain (now Com-
missioner) Cunningham, with whom he continued in various

slii|)s, from the commencement of the French revolutionary

war, until the surrender of Calvi, in Aug. 1794. The services

in which he was engaged during that period have been noticed

at p. 70 (rt seq, of Vol. II. Part I.

'i'wo days after the final subjugation of Corsica, Mr. Staines

Mas removed from the LoM'estofte frigate into the Victory, u

first rate, bearing the flag of Lord Hood, in which ship he

assisted at the destruction of I'Alcide French 71) near "^Poulon,

July I'Aj 1795 *, He afterwards served as mate of the signals,

under Uie immediate eye of Sir John Jervis, by whom he was

made a Lieutenant, and appointed to the Pcterel sloop, July

;<, 171H;.

In Dec. follouing. Lieutenant Staines lande<l on the coasf^

of Corsica, which island had been recently evacuated by the

British tj M'here he took possession of a martello tower, and

threw the gun, a long brass 12-pounder, over a precipice

into the sea. Tins service M'as performed without atiy loss |

h\it on returning to the Peterel, he founil her ag.onnd within

nuisket-bhot of the beach, where she remained for three

hours, exposed to a continual fire of small arms, by which 3
of l»er crew we.e .vounded.

^4 * The Victory thdi hore the 3«jf of Rear-AUinirid Nfttiui. See Vul. I

- p 1511.

t Sec id. note • nl p 2.').'>

IN I
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The Peterel was at that time commaiuled by the Hon.

Philip Wodchouse, and subse(|ucntly by tlie late Lord Proby.

Towards the latter end of June, 1797j Lieutenant Staines

obtained permission from the latter officer to attack a French

privateer, which had violated the neutrality of Tuscany, by

taking forcible possession of several merchant-vessels that

had arrived at Castiglione from Elba, under the protection

of the Peterel. Two boats, containing 2() officers and men,

being placed under his orders, he rowed up to the enemy,

boarded, and succeeded in carrying her, after a sharp con-

flict, in which 6 of his party were M'ounded. Lieutenant

Staines, on this occasion, was personally opposed to the

French commanricr, who died soon afterwards in consequence

of his wounds. The vessel thus taken mounted 2 long guns

and several swivels, with a complement of 45 men.

In Sept. 1798, the Peterel, then at Gibraltar, under the

command of Captain Digby, was charged with despatches

from Earl St. Vincent, and ordered to land them at Faro, on

the coast of Portugal, in order that they might be forwarded

to England by the Lisbon packet. In the execution of this

service, Lieutenant Staines had a very narrow escape, the

Peterel's jolly boat, in which he was proceeding to the shore,

being upset by a heavy sea near the bar of Faro, by whicii

accident 4 men, including the pilot, were drowned, and him-

self and the only other survivor exposed to the most im-

minent peril for upwards of four hours.

From the account given us by a gentleman who formerly

sailed with the subject of this memoir, it appears that one of

the unfortunate sufferers perished immediately the boat cap-

sized, and that Lieutenant Staines had considerable difficulty

in getting clear of the others, they having caught hold of his

coat-tail, and thereby increased his personal danger. Dis-

entangled at length from these poor fellows, and being an

excellent swimmer, he succeeded in reaching the boat ; but,

although he contrived to right her several times, and as often

got into her, she was again and again turned over by the tre-

mendous breaking sea. In this desperate situation, the Lieu-

tenant managed to pull off his coRt, and lash it to a thuart,

' overboil

sioii (>'
i

A sun
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trusling that the despatcho:^ by being washed on slu/re, would

still reach their destination, even if he ahould perisli. Pro-

videntially, however, it was ordered otherwise, as he suc-

ceeded in reaching Cape St. Mary, on which point of land

his remaining companion was likewise thrown, the latter

quite exhausted.

Having thus miraculously escaped from the waves, Lieu-

tenant Staines immediately ran over to the other side of the

island, and engaged an old fisherman, a woman, and a little

boy, to assist him in removing his man to the boat, she being

then on the river side, and in smooth water. After perform-

ing this humane action, he took an oar, and rowed all the

way up to Faro, where he was hospitably received by the

(jovernor, who entertained him until the ensuing day, when

he returned on board the Peterel, to the great surprise and

joy of Captain Digby, >vho had witnessed his disaster, but

could not send him any assistance, from the conviction that

any other boat would have met with a similar fate.

On the 12th Oct. following, the Peterel was captured near

the Balearic islands, by four Spanish frigates, one of which is

said to have given her a broadside after she surrendered.

The enemy also beliavcd most shamefully to their prisoners

after removing them from the sloop, plundering them of

their clothes, bedding, and every other article, and murder^

ing a seaman who attempted to defend his little property.

This s(juadron was chaeed the next day by several British

sliips, under the orders of Commodore Duekworth ; and the

Peterel, in endeavouring to escape round Majorca, was fortu-

nately retaken by the Argo 44*. The frif:^ate. , hcwrver,

completely outsailed their pursuers, and returned to Cartlia-

gena, from which port they had recently been sent with sup-

plies for the garrison of Minorca f.

After a detention of 14 days at Carthagcnn, Lieutenant

Staines and his fellow- prisoners Mere embarked in a mer-

•See Vol. ir. Win 1. p.!)/.

t Each frigate hud on hoard -OO.OOO dollars. Thin inoiicy whs till throNVii

ovcrbo:mi iUit'm^ tho chase, to pre«cii» the UiltUh from olituiiiiiijf jtosjcs

sloii o*it.
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chant brig bound to Malaga ; but they did not arrive there

until tlie 24th Dec, a westerly wind having obliged the

vessel to anchor off Almeira, where she was detained upwards

of three weeks, and her passengers confined on shore during

that period.

From Malaga, our countrymen were marched to Gibraltar,

under a strong escort of soldiers, who treated both officers

and men with great brutality, but particularly Lieutenant

Staines, who received a sabre wound in the wrist, whilst par-

rying a blow which one of those ruffians had aimed at his

head. On their arrival at the rock, a court-martial was

assembled to investigate the circumstances attending their

capture by the Spanish squadron ; and as no blame could be

attached to any individual, the whole of them were sent back

to the Peterel immediately after their acquittal.

At the time of her falling into the hands of the enemy, the

"Peterel was commanded by Captain George Long, who after-

wards fell in a sortie whilst employed defending the island of

Elba*. On the 3d Feb. 1799, that gallant officer was super-

seded by Captain Francis William Austen, with whom Mr.

Staines continued as first Lieutenant until Oct. IG, in the

same year, during which period he was present at the capture of

three French frigates and two brigs of war f ; also of an armed

galley, a transport brig laden with brass guns and ammuni-

tion, and twenty merchant vessels, most of which were cut out

from the enemy's harbours by boats under his own directions.

It is worthy of remark, that the gentleman who succeeded

him as senior Lieutenant of the Peterel was killed in a boat

attack, near Barcelona, on the third day after Mr. Staines was

removed from that sloop J.

In May 17^^, the Peterel was sent to inform Lord Nelson,

then at Palermo with only one linc-of-battlc ship, that a

powerful fleet from Jirest, having eluded tiiq vigilance of

Lord Bridport, had passed the straits > Hliibraitar (hitendintr

• See Vol. 11. Part I. note f at p. 2.S2.

t See id. note + at p. 2r<».

J See id. note * at /A.
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to form a junction with the Spanish naval force at Carthagena,

to embark troops at Toulon, and to act successively against

Minorca, Ischia, Procida, and Sicily).

On his arrival off the N. W. end of Sicily, the wind being

easterly. Captain Austen despatched Lieutenant Staines with

the important intellififcnce, overland to the capital, where he

arrived at nine o'clock in the evening of May 13, having per-

formed a journey of at least f?4 miles in two hours and a

quarter, notwithstanding the road was very had, and his

horse so little used to such great exertion that it died the fol-

lowing morning. For his very zealous conduct on this occa-

sion, Lieutenant Staines had the honor of receiving Nelson's

personal thanks on board the Peterel, and of being ever after-

wards kindly noticed by that great hero.

Upon leaving the Peterel, Mr. Staines became third Lieu-

tenant of the Foudroyant 80, bearing the flag of Lord Nelson,

in which ship he assisted at the capture of two French Rear-

Admirals, Messieurs Perree and Decr^s, Feb. 18 and Mar.

30,1800*.

After Nelson's departure from Leghorn for England, June

1800, the Foudroyant received the flag of Lord Keith, under

whom Lieutenant Staines served as signal officer during

the whole of the Egyptian campaign. The superior me-

dal of the Turkish Order of the Crescent (or more properly

speaking, of the Star and Crescent) was presented to him for

his services at that memorable period.

On the 3d Dec. 1801, Lieutenant Staines was appointed to

act as Commander of the Romulus troop-ship, during the

illness of Captain John Culverhouse ; and in her we find him

employed conveying a detachment of the 64th regiment from

Alexandria to Malta, where he rejoined the Foudroyant, Jan.

9, 1802.

On the 15th May following. Lieutenant Staines was pro-

moted by Lord Keith into the Camelion brig j and this ap-

pointment appears to have been confirmed at home, July 24,
in the same year.

• See id., p. 2G ; and Vol. I. pp. .17S, fi43, and 77rt.
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During the remainder of the short penee, Captain Staines

was emploj'ed keeping up a communication between Malta

and Naples; but immediately on the renewal of hostilities

with France he entered upon a series of services much more

congenial to his active mind and enterprisiui^ spirit.

On the 2Hth June, 1803, the Camelion joined Lord Nelson

off Toulon, and after a short cruise in the gulf of Genoa, Cap-

tain Staines was sent to Barcelona, ostehsibly to procure

bullocks, but in reality to obtain all the information he could

respecting the intentions of the Spanish governraent towrirds

Great Britain ; a convincing proof of the confidence that

Nelson reposed in his ability and discretion.

Captain Staines returned to the blockading srpuidron on

the 2d Aug., and was immediately detached to his former

cruising ground, where the Camelion and her boats very soon

succeeded in capturing nine sail of merchant vessels, and a

French packet from C<jrsica bound to Toulon. One of the

former prizes, a polacre ship, was cut out from under the

batteries near Genoa, on which occasion the British had 1

man killed, and a Lieutenant ( Jones) and 6 men
wounded ; the enemy 4 killed and 7 wounded. On the 29tli

Aug. the Camelion had also an officer and 9 men wounded,-

whilst endeavouring to capture five vessels which had taken

shelter under the batteries at llimasol ; and on another occa-

sion her boats sustained some loss in boarding a settee off

Alassio, which vessel they brought out, in conjunction with

those of the Niger frigate.

On the 16th Nov. 1803, whilst lying nearly becalmed off

Cape Corse, and in sight of the British fleet, Captain Staines

discovered an armed schooner with a transport under her con-

voy : the Cam.^'ion's sweeps were immediately maimed, aiul

he soon had the satisfaction of securing the former, which

proved to be a French national vessel, mounting 12 guns,

with a complement of 00 men. Her cojisort was afterwards

taken poMSCssion of by an English 64.

Between this period and the month of Aug. 1804, Captain

Staines was most actively emplojed along the coasts of Italy

and Provence, from (ienoa to Marseilles ; olf which latter
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place lie not only offered battle to a large corvette and a brig

of war, but actually chased them back to their strongly pro-

tected anchorage. During this cruise tlie Camelion and her

l)oats captured ten vessels, destroyed one under the batteries

at I'ort Maurice, assisted at the capture of three others, and

brought off a raft of spars and timber from the beach near

Hieres.

In Sept. 1804, Captain Staines was sent up the Adriatic,

with permission from Lord Nelson to cruise for three months

according to his own discretion; but we are not aware of his

having met with any success on that station. From Dec.

1804 until April 1805, he was principally employed affording

protection to the Levant trade ; and we Hubset^uently find hiui

accompanying a large homeward bound Heet as far as Gibral-

tar. On the 15th June, 1805, whilst in the Straits, he was

attacked by a flotilla of Spanish gun- boats ; but on seeing the

Camelion get out her sweeps, and a light breeze springing up

at the same time, the enemy retreated without doing her any

damage.

Captaiti Staines was next stationed off Carthagena, under

the orders of Captain George Digby, connnanding the Beagle

sloop of war ; and on one occasion, when reconnoitring that

port, the Camelion appears to have run along the north side of

Ule Ascombrera, and stooil out through tlie eastern passage,

under a heavy but harmless lire of shot and shells from the

different batteries.

A few days after this hazardous proceeding. Captain

Staines observed six merchant vessels going to the eastward

under the protection of a guarda-costa, and immediately des-

patched his boats to cut them off. Unfortunately however they

were all too well armed, and the gallant party was obliged to

retreat with the loss of 5 men killed, wounded, and missing
;

the latter either drowned in attempti.ig to board the guarda-

costa, or secured by the Spaniards after gaining her deck.

On the 15th Aug. 1805, the Camelion was obliged to throsv

all her carronades, shot, provisions, and stores of every de-

<.'e anchors, in order

:

iptK ay

to effect her escape from a Spanish '/I, by which she was
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chased after her usual daily reconnoitre ; aud althuugh thus

lightened, it is more than probahle that Captain Staines would

have been obliged to abandon her (as the enemy was bring-

ing a breeze up with him), had not four sail hove in sight to

the S. W., towards which vessels both British brigs imme-

diately stood, making various signals, and thereby alarming

the enemy, who worked back to his anchorage, followed by

the B agle and (Jamolion, the former having closed with her

consort for the purpose of taking her in tow, and removing

her crew if it should be found necessary to do so.

The Camelion was paid off at Portsmouth in Sept. 1805
;

and Captain Staines hud the honor of dining with Nelson, on

board his flag-ship, the very day previous to that great hero's

last departure from England, on which occasion the present

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and the late Treasurer

of the Navy, were also entertained by his lordship.

Captain Staines .ttainc d post ran!: Jan. 22, 1806 ; but was

not again employed until Mar. 28, 1807, when he received a

commission appointing him to the Cyane of 32 guns and 155

men*, in which ship he was present during the whole of the

operations that led to the capitulation of Copenhagen, and

the consequent surrender of the Danish navy +.

After the departure of the British fleet and army with their

prizes, Captain Staines was employed blockading Zealand,

and aftbrding protection to the trade still remaining in the Bjil-

tic, on which station he continued under the orders of Cap-

tain (now Vice-Admiral) Alexander Fraser, until Nov. 30,

1807, when he sailed from Ilelsinburgh, on his return to Eng-

land, in company with the Vanguard 74, several sloops of

war, and as many merchantmen as could possibly be col-

lected.

In Feb. 1808, Captain Staines once more proceeded to the

Mediterranean ; and on the 22d May following, whilst cruia-

• The Cyanc was only rated a 22-gun ilii|), but she mounted exactly that

number of long 9-poiui(lers on her niain-tlcck, and the quarter.de(;k and fore-

castle were armed with 8 IS-pounders and two lonfj-sixes : to these Captain

Staines afterwards ailded 2 hrass howitzers, and at his request her long nines

were exolumj^ed for 32-pounder carroaades, and her coniplemenl was in-

creased to J
"5 officers, men, and hoys.

t See Memoir of Admiral Lord Gamuier.

I
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iiii- off Majorca, he captured the Medusa Spanish letter of

muniue, of 12 giuis and 80 men. This was, we believe, the

last armed vessel ever taken from that power by any of our

cruisers. The Cyane and her boato had previously captured

ci','ht merchantmen of different descriptions.

On the 3d June, 1808, Captain Staines received a letter

from the Captain-General of the Balearic Inlands, stating that

the inhabitants of Majorca had declared in favor of Ferduiand

Vll., and re(|uesting that he would repair to Palma bay for

tiie purpose of treating with the Supreme Junta on subjects

which might be advantageous to their respective nations. The

Cyane accordingly proceeded thither, exchanged salutes with

the Spanish garrison, and communicated with a deputation

from the capital ; after which Captain Staines hastened with

the gratifying intelligence to his senior officer, Rear-Admiral

Thorni)rough, who immediately despatched Sir Francis La-

foroy, in the Apollo frigate, to negociate with the Junta.

For ten months from this period, the Cyane was almost

constantly employed on the south coast of Spain, assisting the

patriots, and annoying their oppressors. Whilst on this ser-

vice she was repeatedly engaged with the enemy's batteries,

and her boats made several captures.

On the 8th May, 1809, Captain Staines captured a bombard,

and drove another vessel on shore near Naples. Two days

afterwards, in company with the Alceste frigate, he engaged a

French convoy at Terracina, on which occasion two gmi-

boats were destroyed by shells thrown from the Cyane. On
the 14th and 1 5th of the same month, those two ships brought

off as much timber as they could stow, from a depot near

Monte Circello ; and on the 17th Captain Staines obtained

possession of two martcllo towers in the following easy

manner.

A detachment of seamen and marines under his orders hav-

ing landed in the evening unobserved by the enemy. Captain

Staines directed the respective officers to remain with their

men at a good distance from the nearest tower, whilst he ad-

vanced with only a single attendant to reconnoitre it. Meet-
ing with no interruption, and finding a ladder placed against

m
i!; 1
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the entrance, lie ascended without hesitation, looked through

the key-hole of the door, and descried the garrison carelessly

carousing. Not a moment was lost by him in bringing forward

his whole force ; and after placing the men in ambush within

a few yards of the tower, he re-ascended the ladder, taking

with him an Italian whom he had purposely brought on shore

to act as an interpreter. The enemy were then summoned to sur-

render, and at the same time given to understand that a large

quantity of gun-powder had been so placed as to ensure their

destruction if they did not immediately comply with his de-

mand. A great bustle now took place among the French sol-

diers, and Captain Staines, suspecting that they were about to

make resistance, instantly discliarged a musket through the

key-hole, which was sufliciently large to admit the muzzle of

the piece. This completely frightened them, although no one

was hurt thereby ; the door soon flew open, and the whole

were taken prisoners without any opposition.

Leaving a small party in charge of this tower. Captain

Staines pushed on for the other, and directed the French offi-

cer whom he had already surprised and taken, to acquaint his

countrymen that unless they quietly surrendered, their little

fortress vvould certainly be blown to atoms, and themselves

involved in its destruction. This menace also had the desired

effect, and both towers were demolished without a single ca-

sualty. Captain Staines subsequently blew up another forti-

fication of the same description *, and we need scarcely add,

that his able and resolute conduct was duly reported by Cap-

tain Murray Maxwell, the officer under whom he was then

serving.

At this period, Lieutenant-General Sir John Stuart, com-

mander- in-chief of the British forces in Sicily, and Rear Ad-

miral (now Sir George) Martin, the senior naval officer on that

station, were making a diversion in favor of Austria, by

threatening Naples with an invasion, and thereby causing

Murat, the usurper, to recall a considerable body of troops

that had been sent by him as a reinforcement to the French

J

i

* Each uf the tovversi mounted two hcuvy ^uns.
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army in Upper Italy. The proceedings of the expedition thus

undertaken will be seen by the Rear-Admiral's official letter

to Lord Collingwood, of which the following is an extract

:

" H. M. S. Campus, offltchia, July 2, 1809.

" My Lord,—I bave the honor to acquaint your Lordship that T sailed

from Rlelazzo on the 11th June, in company with the Spartiate, Warrior,

Cyane, and Espoir * ; and the same day I detached the Philomel (brig)

with four transports, containing two regiments of infantry, which Sir John

Stuart wished to be landed on the coast of Calabria, for the purpose of de-

stroying the enemy's batteries, and of undertaking the siege of Scylla,

should it be found practicable. I proceeded with the remainder of the

transports, gun-boats, &c., amounting in the whole to cue hundred and

thirty-three sail, into the gulf of St. Eufemia, and close along the coast of

Calabria, in the hope of diverting the attention of the enemy from Lower

(y'alabria, and of enabling the two regiments detached by the Lieutenant-

General, to effect the purpose for which they were sent f . For four or five

days it was nearly calm ; and the whole expedition continued in sight of Ca-

labria. On the 15th, the transports from Palermo, amounting to nearly

one hundred sail, accompanied by two Sicilian frigates, and H. M. ship

Alceste, joined us ; H. R. H. Prince Leopold was on board one of the fri-

gates, and Lieutcnant-General Bourcard, appointed to command the Sici-

lian troop.1 employed on this expedition, in the other. Sir John Stuart,

upon being joined by this force, expressed a desire, that General Bourcard

should continue with his division on the coast of Calabria, putting some

meu on shore to effect a diversion, and that in the mean time we should

proi^eed with the British and Sicilian troops (15,000 in number) which had

sailed with us from Melazzo, to make an attack on the islands of Ischia

and Procida %. On the 24th, I anchored to the northward of the said

islands ; and on the morning of the 25th, a landing was effected on the

• The two former were 74-gun ships, commanded by Captains Sir Fran-

cis Laforey and John William Spranger. The Canopus 80, bearing Rear-

Adiniral Martin's flag, was commanded by Captain (Jharles Inglis ; and the

Espoir, an i8.gun brig, by Captain Robert Mitford. The Cyane joined this

squadron at Melazzo on the 26th May.

t On the appearance of this detachment, the enemy abandoned their

posts opposite Messina, which were immediately seized and dismantled by
the British.

X On the 20th Captain Staines was detached, with the Espoir and twelve

Anglo-Sicilian gun-boats under his orders, to cruise between Procida and
Point Miscno, for the purpose of preventing any reiufurcuiQent or supplies

from being conveyed to the enemy's garrisons.

m
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islutul of Ischia under cover of H. M. ships Warrior and Success*, H. S.

M, sloop Leone, and several gun-boats, without the loss of a man, and the

whole taken possession of, except a strong insulated castle, off the S. E.

part if the island, which did not surrender till the 1st instant, after batte-

ries had been erected and opened against it. The island of Procida capi-

tulated on the evening of the 25th ; and that niijht I received information

that a flotilla of gun-boats, &c. was coining from Gaeta along shore ; in

consequence of which, the few gun-!)oats near us were detached in that di-

rection; and at day-light on the 26th, the flotilla, consisting of forty-seven

'sail, was seen, and a signal made to the Cyane to prevent the gun-boats

from entering the bay of Naples. Captain Staines executed that service

with the same ability and judgment whic'i he has shewn upon every other

occasion ; and by turning the enemy, and preventing them getting round

the point ofBaiae, they were brought to action by our gun-boats, support-

ed by the Cyane and Espoir. Eighteen of them were taken and four de-

stroyed. No language, which I am master of, can convey to your Lord-

ship an adequate idea of the gallantry,judgment, and good conduct dis-

played by Captain Staines • • • • • •."

We must now, for a moment, lay down Rear-Admiral

Martin's letter, in order to describe the Cyane's proceedings

more clearly and fully than it does ; likewise to correct an

error or tvvo therein.

Captain Staines appears to have commenced active opera-

tions against the enemy, on the 24th June, by driving twelve

gun>boats, each mounting a long 24-pounder, into the bay of

Pozzuoli. In the course of the same day and the ensuing

night, his boats cut out two polacre ships from under different

batteries, and one of them was found to contain a detachment

of troops, intended to reinforce the garrison of Procida.

On the morning of the 25th, a frigate of 42 guns and 350

men, a corvette of 28 guns and 260 men, the above-mention-

ed division of gun-boats, and eight others of the same descrip-

tion, came out of Pozzuoli bay, apparently with the intention

of forcing their way to Naples. This formidable force, how-

ever, was intimidated by the daring manauvres of the Anglo-

Sicilian detachment, and returned to its anchorage after a mu-

tual cannonade of about one hour and a (juarter, during which

the Cyane sustained no loss, and but very little damage.

. .:'«|.jl ';t'*l>r'. V ' '
«J

i,.f T'* ,.!'

• See Captain John Ayscouoii.
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In the action of June 2G, the Cyane sustained the fire of

two heavy batteries for nearly three hours, received 23 large

shot in her hull, and was much cut up in her masts, yards,

sails, and rigging. Her loss on this occasion consisted, ac-

cording to the official return, of 2 killed, 1 mortally, and 6

slightly wounded. The enemy, in addition to their heavy

gun-boats, had to regret the loss of fifteen other armed ves-

sels, making a total of thirty-seven taken and destroyed on

that occasion.

Scarcely had the enemy's flotilla been thus disposed of,

when Captain Staines observed a flag of truce flying in a bat-

tery on Point Mesino. His boats on arriving there found 15

French soldiers ready to abandon their post, which afforded

the commanding officer an opportunity of spiking the guns

(four 42-pounders) , destroying the carriages, and bringing off

all the powder, the deserters of course accompanying him.

The same night. Captain Staines annoyed the enemy's frigate,

corvette, and gun-boats, in Pozzuoli bay, by throwing shot

and shells among them.

At 8 A. M. on the following dtiy, the Cyane was becalmed

so near to the shore that a battery of eight 42-pounders, two

10-inch mortars, and two howitzers opened upon her, and be-

came so troublesome by 10 o'clock, that Captain Staines de-

termined not to put up with the annoyance any longer. He
therefore got into a boat, led the flotilla under his orders to

the attack, soon silenced the enemy's fire, then landed with a

party of men, gained the height on which the battery was si-

tuated, spiked the guns, &c. threw one of the mortars into the

sea, and returned to his ship without the slightest accident

happening either to himself or to any of his gallant subordi-

nates.

On the same day, accordhig to Rear-Admiral Martin's let-

ter, " Captains Staines and Mitford attacked the enemy's

frigate and corvette, which, with a number of gun-boats, were

moving from Bai« to the mole of Naples. The action lasted

from 7 till half.past 8 P. M. with the frigate (the corvette

out-sailing her much, soon made the best of her way to Na-

I
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pies). During the greater part of the time, the Cyane was

within half-pistol shot of the frigate ; but from her being so

near the shore, and supported by a number of gun-boats and

batteries, she was not able to continue the action/*

Captain Staines and his first Lieutenant being dangerously

wounded in this conilict, the second Lieutenant also disabled,

and the command of the Cyane having in consequence thereof

devolved upon the Master, we presume that Rear-Admiral

Martin was not acquainted with all the particulars of the

action when he wrote his official letter respecting it. The

fact is, that the Espoir and the Sicilian flotilla were too far

astern to be of much service to the Cyane, whilst on the other

hand the enemy's frigate received considerable support from

the corvette, as well as from the Neapolitan gun-boats. A
journal kept on board the Cyane affords us the following in-

formation : .,

"At 6-15, the frigate weathered Nisida, and appeared> becalmed—out

sweeps, and cut all the boats adrift, with a keeper in each. The total

number of officers, men, and boys, now remaining on lioard, able to come
to their quarters, did not exceed 150.

*' At 7, a battery tried to annoy us, and in five minutes afterwards we
were abreast of the frigate, within half pistol-shot. The corvette, then

half a mile a-head, and the batteries of Naples, as also the gun-boats,

opened their fire upon us.

" At about half-past 7, the frigate received some men from the shore,

notwithstanding which she ceased^firing, and hauled down her colours, a

few minutes before 8 o'clock. On obtaining a second reinforcement she

again hoisted her ensign, and returned our fire, but with less vigour than

before. In half an hour more she was completely silenced -, but as oar.

powder was all expended, and we were fast approaching the mole of Na-

ples, then only \i miles distant, Castel Uovo and several batteries at the

same time annoying us considerably, it was impossible, without boats, to

profit by the enemy's confusion. We therefore reluctantly hauled off, and

swept into theofling. ^

Rear-Admiral Martin concludes his official report in the

following terms :—
" It is with sincere concern I have to inform your Lordship, that during

the action Captain Staines and both the Lieutenants of the Cyane, were

wounded ; but the ship was fought, the latter part of the action, by Mr.

Joseph Miller, the Master, whom Captain Staines speaks of in the highest

:m
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terms, and begs to recommend to your Lordship. He also speaks very

highly of the conduct of Lieutenant James Hall, first of the Cyane, and of

-« every officer and man under his command. • Captain Staines

has lost his left arm out of the socket, and is wounded also in the side, but

he is in a fair way of recovery. Lieutenant Hall is likewise severely

wounded in the thigh and arm, but there ia every reason to hope he will do

well"."

The loss and damages sustained by the Cyane, in this last

action is thus described in the journal now before us

:

"Two men killed ; the Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 1 Midshipman, and 16

men wounded. The fore and mizen masts badly wounded by large shot

;

all the other masts and yards much injured by grape; the standing and

running rigging cut to pieces ; all the sails rendered useless ; 19 large shot

through the hull, 2(5 others lodged in the sides j 6 chain-plates, 4 port-tim-

bers, and 2 port-cells destroyed ; one knee on the gun-deck broke, and 4

guns disaided in consequence of the breeching ring-bolts giving way." The

enemy acknowledged that their loss amounted to 50 killed and woundedf.

Lord CoUingwood, when transmitting Rear- Admiral Mar-

tin's despatch to the Board of Admiralty, expressed himself

as follows

:

'• It is represented to me that nothing could exceed the gallantry which

was displayed by Captain Staines in all these several attacks in which he

was for three days (and with little interruption by night) engaged in a suc-

cession of battles. •••••• As the Cyane has suffered very much

in her hull, masts, and other respects, I have sent orders for her to proceed

to England to be refitted."

Captain Staines arrived at the Motherbank, Oct. 16, 1809

;

and received the honor of knighthood on the 6th Dec. fol-

lowing, about which period he also obtained his sovereign's

permission to accept and wear the insignia of a K. F. M.
which had been conferred upon him by the King of Sicily, as

a reward for his distinguished bravery on the coast ofNaples.

In April, 1810, several of the principal gentlemen in the isle

of Thanet gave him a dinner at Margate, and presented him
with an elegant 8word> " as a mark of the very high admira-

tion in which they held both his public and private cha-

racter J."

• Lieutenant Hall was promoted a few months after the action, but'did

not recover from hia wounds as had been anticipated. He died at Scar-

rington, near Bingham, co. Notts., in the summer of 1810.

t See Nav. Chron. v. 22, p. *iT.

% ^ech'entish (iazrttf, 27t\\ ^pril, 1810.
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A few days after this flattering entertainment, Sir Thomas
Staines was appointed to the Hamadryad of 42 guns, in which

ship we find him successively employed convoying a trans-

port to the hanks of Newfoundland (on her way to Quebec,)

cruising off the Western islands, escorting some troops, &c.

to the mouth of the Tagus, accompanying a fleet of East In-

diameu from St. Helena to the Downs, and cruising on the

Irish station. His next appointment was, May 7) 1812, to

the Briton frigate ; but being at sea when it took place, he did

not join her until the IJth June following.

Between the latter period and Dec. 1813, Sir Thomas
Staines cruised with his usual activity, in the Bay of Biscay,

where he captured the Sans Souci French privateer of 14

guns and 120 men ; la Melanie letter of marque ; the Joel

Barlow, an Americ^i vessel of the same description ; and six

unarmed merchantmen. He also recaptured an English ship

and two brigs ; drove on shore two coasting traders ; and as-

sisted at the capture of five American vessels, the whole having

valuable cargoes.

On the 31st Dec. 1813, Sir Thomas Staines sailed from

Spithead in company with several men of war and 49 mer-

chantmen, destined for the East Indies ; but on their arrival

off Madeira he separated from his consorts in order to assist

and protect a disabled Indiaman, with which he arrived at

Rio Janeiro, on the 19lh Mar., 1814. From thence the Bri-

ton was suddenly ordered round Cape Horn, in quest of

a large American frigate which was reported to have gone

thither to join the Essex of 46 guns, commanded by Cap-

tain David Porter, who had already done considerable injury

to our whale fishery, and was then, according to the best

information, refitting his ship in the port of Valparaiso.

The capture of the Essex, by the Phcebe frigate and Che-

rub sloop of war, has been described in our memoir of Captain

James Hillyar, C. B.*, whom Sir Thomas Staines found lying

at Valparaiso, in company with his prize and the Tagus fri-

gate, the latter commanded by Captain Philip Pipon.

• See Vol. U. Part II. p. 861, ^/ «*?.
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After seeing the Phoebe and Essex as far as the island of

Juan Fernandez, the Briton and Tagus proceeded to Callao,

Paita, and some other places of inferior note on the coast of

Peru ; thence to the Gallapagos and Marquesas islands, but

had not the good fortune to fall in with any thing like an

enemy.

On the 28th Aug. 1814, Sir Thomas Staines took formal

possession of Nooaheevah, one of the most considerable of the

latter group, on which island Captain Porter had built a fort,

&c. and hoisted American colours. The following are ex-

tracts from a ridiculous document written by that pompous

personage, and found by the British in a bottle buried under

the flag-steff :

—

" It is hereby made known to the world, that I, David Porter, a Captain

in the Navy of the United States of America, and now in command of the U.

S. frigate Essex, have, on the part of the said United States, taken posses-

sion of the island called by the natives Nooaheevah, generally known by the

name of Sir Henry Martyn's Island, but now called Maddison's Island-^

that l)y the request and assistance of the friendly tribes residing in the

valley of Tuhuoy, as well as the tribes residing in the mountains, whom I

have conquered and rendered tributary to our flag, I have caused the vil-

lage of Maddison to be built, consisting of six (rnnvcnient houses, a rope-

walk, bakery, and other appurtenances ; and for the protection of the same,

I have constructed a fort calculated to mount l6 guns, whereon I have

mounted 4, and have called the same Fort Madditon*.

"Our right to this island being founded on priority of discovery, con-

quest, andpossessiun, cannot be disputed f; but the natives, to secure them-

selves that friendly protection which their defenceless situation so much re-

quired, have requested to be admitted into the great American family,

whose pure republican policy approaches so near to their own ; and in

order to encourage those to t'-<nr own interests and happiness, as well as

to render secure our claim tc i a island, valuable on so many consideru-

* The disgraceful manner in which Captain Porter rendered the moun-
tain tribes tributary to the American flag, is related in " Shillibeer's Nar-
rative of the Briton's Voyage," an interesting little volume, published by
Law and Whittaker, in 1817. Fort Maddison and the village were destroyed

immediately after Captain Porter's departure from the island.

t Nooaheevah and the adjacent islands were discovered by the Spaniards
180 years previous to the declaration of North American independence.
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tions*. I hare taken upon iryself to promise them they shall be so

adopted ; that our chief shall be their chief; and they have given mc assu-

rances that such of their brethren as may hereafter visit them from the

United States, shall enjoy a welcome and hospitable reception amon^

them, and be furnished with whatsoever refreshments and supplies the

island may afford ; that they will protect them against their enemies, and,

as far as lays in their power, will prevent the subjects of Great Britain

(knowing them to be such) from coming among them until peace shall

take place between the two nations."

Returning from the Marquesas to Valparaiso, and steering

a course which ought, according to his chronometers, and

the Admiralty and other charts, to have carried him nearly

three degrees to the eastward of Pitcairn's island^ Sir Tho-

mas Staines was greatly surprised by its sudden appearance

on the 17th Sept. ; and as this incident enabled him correctly

to ascertain the manner in which H. M. late ship Bounty was

disposed of, we shall first avail ourselves of the information

he obtained on that head from the only surviving mutineer,

and then add some interesting particulars respecting the

descendants of Mr. Christian and his deluded foUowersf.

Disappointed in his expectations at Toobouai, and dreading

a discovery if he remained in the neighbourhood of Otaheite,

Mr. Christian committed himself to the mere chance of being

cast upon some desert island ; and accident threw him upon

that of Pitcairn, situated in the midst of the vast Southern

Ocean, distant upwards of 1100 leagues from the continent of

America, and far from any other island. Finding no anchorage

near it, he ran the ship upon the rocky shore, caused her to

be cleared of the live-stock and every thing useful, and then

set her on fire, by which means he deprived himself and his

wretched adherents of every hope of escape.

After this rash act, Mr. Christian became very sullen and

• Principally, we presume, on account of its excellent harbour, Port

Anna Maria ; and the facility with which a plentiful supply of good water

can be obtained at all seasons.

t The only authentic account ofthe mutiny on board the Bounty, that has

ever been printed, is incorporated with our memoir of Captain Peter Hey-

teood. See Vol. II. Part 1 1, pp. 747—786. N.B. Errata at p. 764, first line

of note*, /or William Muspratt, readThomsA Burkitt.
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r sullen and

peevish } his moroseness and irritability daily increased, and

he soon disgusted every one by his very oppressive conduct.

His treatment of the Otaheitean uieii and the Toobouaites ap-

pears to have been particularly severe and cruel ; those who

had hitherto lived harmoniously together were thereby divided

into parties, disputes frequently took place, and often ended

in affrays of a serious nature.

In this state of affairs, and within a twelvemonth after their

landing, Mr. Christian's Otaheitan wife bore him a son, the first

child born on the island, who was soon afterwards deprived

of both his parents, the mother dying a natural death, and

the father being shot by a Toobouaite, whilst he was digging

in his own yam plantation. The cause assigned for this act

of violence was his tyrannical conduct on all occasions, but

particularly in taking the wife of an islander to himself,

shortly after the dissolution of his own female partner. The

opportunity of revenge had been anxiously sought for, and

the assassin committed the act unobserved, firing from a

thicket which skirted the plantation. Thus terminated the

miserable existence of this ill-fated young man, who was nei-

ther deficient in talent, energy, nor connexions, and who
might therefore have risen in the service, and become an or-

nament to his profession.

Desperate contentions now ensued between the English-

men and the islanders, nor did they cease until four of the

former were killed, and the whole of the latter annihilated.

Previous to Mr. Christian's death, one Englishman had

been killed in a drunken quarrel, and consequently there were

only three of the Bounty's people remaining alive at this

latter period ; of these, one died of asthma, and another

destroyed himself in a fit of insanity, leaving a widow who
was afterwards taken by the only survivor, to supply the place

of his deceased help-mate. This man, Alexander Smith, ap-

pears to have had a narrow escape during the sanguinary

strife, a musket-ball having entered his right shoulder, be-

hind, and gone out through the right breast.

The first ship descried off the island was seen on the 27th

Dec. 1795 ; but as she did not approach the land, they could

SUPPL. PART I. H
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not make out to what nation she belonged. A second ap-

peared some time in 1801, but did not attempt to communi-

cate with them. A third came sufficiently near to see their

habitations, but did not venture to send a boat on shore
;

which is the less surprising, considering the uniform rugged-

ness of the coast, the total want of shelter, and the almost

constant and violent breaking of the sea against the stupen-

dous rocks around it *.

The only vessel that ever communicated with the descend-

ants of the Bounty's mutineers, (previous to the Briton and

Tagus) was the Topaze, an American trader, commanded by

Mr. Mayhew Folger, who touched at the island in Feb. 1808,

and whose report of its situation very nearly corresponds with

that made by Sir Thomas Staines, viz. lat. 25' 4' S. (by meri-

dian observation) ; and long. 130° 25' W. (by the chrono-

meters of the two frigates) . We shall now proceed to give

an account of the interesting little colony which Sir Thomas

so unexpectedly fell in with.

On the 17th Sept. 1814, at 2 A. M., Lieutenant Charles

Beliield Louis having reported land on the lee-bow, he went

immediately on deck and distinctly made it out to be a small

island ; the Tagus was then hailed, and both ships hove too

until day-light, when they filled and stood towards it. On
approaching the island. Sir Thomas Staines first observed the

upper part to be cultivated j then discovered a hut near the

summit : afterwards several others forming a square, about

half-way from the sea upwards ; and at length saw several

men descending with canoes on their shoulders.

At 8 A. M., the frigates being then within a mile of the

shore, four canoes, containing six persons, paddled alongside

the Briton ; and to the great astonishment of Sir Thomas

Staines, who was about to ask them some questions in the

language of the Marquesans, he found that they all spoke

very good English. >

^^li!

• Although Pitcairn's island U at all times difficult of access, it may be

approached with safety, as there is no bottom to be got with 120 fathoms

of line, within a mile of the shore.
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The two men that first got on board the Briton soon ex-

plained the mystery, for one of them enquired whether any

person knew a William Bligh, in England ; and the other

was introduced by him as Thursday-October-Christian, son

of the unfortunate gentleman whose fate we have just re-

corded. This interesting stranger was then about 24 years

of age, and is described as being a fine fellow, about six feet

high, his hair deep black, his countenance open and engaging,

complexion of a brownish cast, but free from that mixture of

a reddish tint, which prevails among the islanders in the Pa-

cific Ocean ; his only dress was a piece of cloth round his

loins, and a straw hat, ornamented with the black feathers of

the domestic fowl. " With a great share of good humour,"

says Captain Pipon, who was then on board the Briton, *' we

were glad to trace in his benevolent countenance all the fea-

tures of an honest English face ; and I must confess, 1 could

not survey him without feelings of tenderness and compas-

sion." One of his companions was named George Young, a

fine youth, about 18 years old, son of the only midshipman

who continued with Mr. Christian.

Young and another lad, named Quintal, came alongside in

the same canoe ; and so eager were they to see the ship, that

they both Jumped on board together, when their little bark

went adrift and capsized, but she was soon picked up and

towed back by another. " I then," says Sir Thomas Staines,

" for the safety of their boats, found it necessary to direct

that one person ;>hould remain in each, and desired Quintal to

go into his, leaving Young on board to inspect the ship.

Quintal, however, whose curiosity was equally unsatisfied,

immediately said, with a smile on his countenance * I should

like to see the ship too ; suppose you let us draw for it, I

think that will be the fairest way.* This was spoken with the

greatest good nature, and I must own that I was greatly sur-

prised to hear them speak the language of their fathers so

correctly."

If the astonishment of Sir Thomas Staines was great on
hearing their first salutation in English, his surprise was un-

bounded when, on taking the young men below, and setting

H 2
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before them something to eat, they rose up, and placing their

hands together in a posture of devotion , distinctly repeated,

and in a pleasing tone and manner—" For what we are going

to receive, the Lord make us truly thankful." They expressed

great surprise on seeing a cow, and said they could not con-

ceive what that great red thing with horns was ; but, although

they had never seen a dog before, the moment Young saw a

little terrier belonging to Sir Thomas Staines, he exclaimed,

•*Oh ! what apretty little thing, I know what it is—it is a dog."

After breakfast, the two Captains accomplished a landing

through the surf, and were introduced to the head of this little

colony, whom they found to be a venerable looking person,

upwards of 00 years of age, but of robust stature, and in per-

fect good health. His wife appeared still older, and was then

totally blind.

The little village of Pitcairn forms a pretty square, the

houses at the upper end of which were occupied by this an-

cient couple and their offspring by both marriages : their

youngest child is described by Sir Thomas Staines as the

finest boy he ever saw. On the opposite side was the dwelling

of Thursday-October-Christian, who had married a woman
much older than himself, she being the widow of one of the

Bounty's people, and consequently a native of Otaheite ; in

the centre was a smooth verdant lawn, on which the poultry

were let loose, but fenced in so as to prevent the intrusion of

the domestic quadrupeds.

The inhabitants of Fitcairn's island at this time consisted

of 41 persons, old and young, the whole in such perfect health

that they had not so much as a head ache among them. It

is almost needless to say, that they all looked up to the old

Englishman, Alexander Smith, alias John Adams, as their

head and adviser, both in temporal and spiritual matters ; and,

gays Sir Thomas Staines, *' his exemplary conduct and fa-

therly care of the whole little colony, could not but command
admiration."

The young men were very athletic, and of the finest forms

;

their countenances open and pleasing, indicating much bene-

volence and goodness of heart ; whilst in every action they
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appeared studious to oblige each other ; but the Pitcairn fe*-

males were objects of particular regard ; tall, robust, and

beautifully formed, their faces beaming with smiles and un-

ruffled good humour ; their teeth, like ivory, were regular

and beautiful, without a single exception ; all of them had

fine eyes, and the most marked English features ; their dress,

which the heat of the climate requires to be scanty, was still

such as the strictest modesty would require ; and their be-

haviour is entitled to the warmest praise ; for instead of the

wanton and licentious carriage which characterizes the fe-

males of all the other South Sea islands, the greatest pro-

priety prevailed in all their actions.

Smith, whom we shall hereafter call John Adams, assured

Sir Thomas Staines, that, since Mr. Fletcher Christian's

death, there had not been a single instance of infidelity in the

married women, nor of doubtful chastity in the others, and

that he was equally ignorant of any attempt at seduction on

the part of the males. They were all made to labour while

young in the cultivation of the ground ; and when possessed

of a sufficient quantity of cleared land, and of stock sufficient

to maintain a family, they were allowed to marry, but always

with the consent of Adams, who united them by a formal ce-

remony ; and " they bade fair," says Sir Thomas Staines,
_

*' to raise a progeny, beautifully formed as any in Europe.'*

The greatest harmony prevailed in this little society ; their

only quarrels, and these rarely hnppened, being, according to

their own expression, " ({uarrcls of the mouth." ITley were

honest in their dealings, which consisted of bartering different

articles for mutual accommodation. Their habitations were-

extremely neat : all that was done was obviously undertaken

on a settled plan, unlike any thing to be met with in the other

islands. In their houses they had a good deal of decent fur-,

niture, consisting of beds laid upon bedsteads, with nea<? co-

vering ; they had also iblcs and large chests to contain their

valuables and clothing, the latter of which was made from the

bark of trees growing on the island, prepared chiefly by the

Otaheitean women, five of whom were still surviving, exclu-

sive of the wives of Adams, and young Christian. The ground
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produced abundance ofcocoa-nuts, bananas, bread-firuit, yams,

and plantains ; they had also plenty of fowls, goats, and

pigs ; the woods abounded with a species of wild hog, and

the coasts of the island with several kinds of good fish ; these

constituted the whole of their resources, except a little sugar-

cane, whicii Adams told Sir Thomas Staines, with a smile on

his countenp.nce, enabled him to make a small quantity of bad

rum.

Their agricultural implements were made by themselves,

from the iron supplied by the Bounty, which, with great la-

bour, they beat out into spades, hatchets, &c. Adams kept a

regular journal, in which was entered the nature and quan-

tity of work performed by each family, what each had re-

ceived, and what was due on account ; there was, it seems,

besides private property, a sort of general stock, out of which

articles were issued on account of the several members of the

community ; and, for mutual accommodation, exchanges of

one kind of provision for another were very frequent, as salt

for fresh meat, vegetables and fruit for poultry, fish, &c. ; also

when the stores of one family were low, or wholly expended,

a fresh supply was raised from another, or out of the general

stock, to be repaid when circumstances were more favorable

;

all of which transactions were carefully noted down in the

patriarch's journal.

But what was most gratifying of all to the visitors, was
the simple and unaffected manner in which the members of

this little community returned thanks to the Almighty for the

many blessings they enjoyed. They never failed to say

grace before and after meals, to pray every morning at sun-

risCj and again on retiring to rest. The day on which S't*

Thomas Staines and Captain Pipon landed, was Saturday the

17th Sept., but by John Adams's account it was Sunday
the 18th; and they had already commenced their Sabbath
devotions when the frigates were first discovered by them.
This difference in the time was occasioned by the Bounty
having proceeded thither by the eastern route, and the Bri-

ton and Tagus having gone to the westward ; the master of

the Topaze found Adams right, according to his own reck-



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806. 103

Oiling, he having also approached Pitcairn's island from the

eastward.

John Adams declared, as it was natural enough he should

do, that he was not concerned in the mutiny on board the

Bounty, being in his hammock at the time it took place ; but

this, we know, is not exactly true, for it was him who told

Churchill, the master at arms, " to look sharp after James

Morrison," the boatswain's-mate, as he had seen him shake

hands with John Milward, when Mr. Fryer, the Master, spoke

to them about rescuing their commander, and recovering

possession of the ship.* It is, however, only an act ofjustice

to state, that Adams was not particularly active on that lamen-

table occasion, neither did he offer any insult to Lieutenant

Bligh, of whose harsh and severe treatment he spoke to Sir

Thomas Staines in terms of strong feeling; he also expressed

his utmost willingness to surrender himself, and be taken to

England ; indeed, he rather seemed to have an inclination to

revisit his native country ; but the young men and women
flocked around him, and with tears and entreaties begged that

"their father and protector" might not be taken from them^
" for without him they must all perish." It would therefore

have been an act of the greatest inhumanity to remove him

from the island ; and it is hardly necessary to add, that Sir

Thomas Staines lent a willing ear to their entreaties, thinking

no doubt, that, if he were even among the most guilty, his

care and success in instilling religious and moral principles

into the minds of this young and interesting society, had, in

a great degree, redeemed his former misconduct.

To the foregoing outline we have the pleasure of adding,

that old Adams was still living, when H. M. S. Blossom

touched at Pitcairn's island, in 1826; that himself and hia

flock have received that support from this country, the pecu-

liarity of their situation so justly entitle them to ; and that

they are now amply supplied with every thing which can con-

tribute to their comfort, or tend to increase their happiness.

After his departure from Pitcairn'a island. Sir Thomas

'i^i

• See Vol. II. Part II. p. 736.
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Stainee revisited Valparaiso and Callao, touched at Coquimbo

and Juan Fernandez, and continued in the Pacific, affording

protection to the British interests, until April 1815, at the

latter end of which month he returned to Rio Janeiro, and

delivered a letter to his commander-in-chief, of which the

following is a copy :

" Fttlpnrniso, 27 Mar. 1816.

" Sir,—^The undersigned English merchants resident in Chile, think it

their duly most respectfully to inform you, that they conceive the presence

of an English ship of war in the South Seas, essentially necessary for the

protection of their interests here, during the present very unsettled state

of these countries ; and they therefore join in requesting that before the

Indefatigable leaves these seas she may be replaced by another vessel of

war, if it be not incompatil)le with his Majesty's service.

" In case this application should meet with, as we doubt not it will, your

approbation, we beg leave to add, that from the highly honourable cha-

racter of Sir Thomas Staines, and from the useful services he has always

so willingly lent to British interests here, we conceive him most peculiarly

qualified in every respect to promote the commercial interests of our

country, and to maintain and protect its character.

" We have the honor to subscribe ourselves, with the greatest respect,

your most obedient servants,

(Signed) "Colin Campbell.

"Jno.Jas. Barnard.
• "N. Cbompton.

" Georqe Cood.
" To rice'/ldmmil Manly Dixon."

On his arrival at Rio Janeiro, Sir Thomas Staines found

the commander-in-chief preparing to return home, in conse-

quence of the termination of hostilities between Great Britain

and America ; and, notwithstanding the above application, he

received orders to accompany that officer, with whom he ar-

rived at Plymouth on the 8th July, 1815.

The Briton being shortly afterwards put out of commission,

we find no farther mention of Sir Thomas Staines until July

19, 1821, on which dayhe attended the coronation of his pre-

sent Majesty, and was marshalled, as a K. C. B., next to Sir

James Alexander Gordon, a gentleman who had also lost a

limb in battle^ and whose services we have already recorded*.

^ * Sir Thomas Staines was nominated a K.C, B., Jan. 2« 1815.

'* Andrew Blest.

"John Blest.
" T. Beetenson.

"James Ingram.
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On the 23d Oct. 1823^ Sir Thomas Staines was appointed to

the Superb of 78 guns : in the following month he conveyed

part of the 12th regiment of foot from Portsmouth to Gibral-

tar : and we subsequently find him visiting Barbadoes, St.

Vincent's, Dominica, Bermuda, and Lisbon, at which latter

place he continued for a very considerable period. The Su-

perb was paid off Dec. 19, 1825.

Sir Thomas Staines enjoys a pension of 300Z. per annum,

granted to him for the loss of his arm, &.c. He married, in

May 1819, Sarah, youngest daughter of Robert Toumay Bar-

grave, of Eastry Court, Kent, Esq. . .

Agents,—Messrs. Cooke and Halfords. ^ \
"3 7^7

(W

THOMAS BROWN, Esq.

Post commission dated Jan. 22, 1806. This ofl&cer com-

manded the Loire frigate, and was very actively employed on

the coast of North America during the late war between Great

Britain and the United States. On the 10th Dec. 1813 he

captured the Rolla privateer of 5 guns and 80 men. In 1816,

he was appointed to superintend the ordinary at Sheerness;

and he subsequently served as flag-Captain to Rear-Admiral

Lambert, on the St. Helena station. His last appointment

was, Oct. 16, 1822, to the Tartar of 42 guns, in which ship

he sailed for South America, Feb. 5, 1823. Whilst there the

celebrated Bolivar presented him with his portrait, as a mark

of his regard and esteem, expressing, at the same time,

through Colonel Peraz, his secretary, his regret, from being

engaged in Alto-Peru, at not having a personal opportunity

of taking leave of him previous to the Tartar's departure from

the Pacific. It should likewise be noticed, in proof of Cap-

tain Brown's conciliatory and equitable conduct towards the

contending parties, that the royalist General, llodil (Bolivar's

greatest enemy), refused a request he made, to be permitted

to purchase some ship's stores at Callao, but generously added,

that, as a mark of his esteem and friendship for him, he

should take whatever his frigate required. The Tartar return-

il

J
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ed to Portsmouth, bringing specie to the amount of 820,(K)0

dollars, Jan. 31, 1826 ; and was paid off at Woolwich on the

last day of the following month.

Agents.—Messrs, Stilwell.

ALEXANDER SHIPPARD, Esq.

The first mention we find of this officer is contained in the

following official letter from Captain Robert Honyman to

Lord Keith, dated off Boulogne, Oct. 31, 1803:
" My Lord,—I have the honor to acquaint you, that this morning at

9 o'clock, six of the enemy's sloops, some of them armed, under convoy

of a large gun-brig', were discovered coming out of Staples, and standing

to the eastward towards Boulogne ; I immediately made the Harpy's sig-

nal, as well as the Lark's, to cliase in that direction. The Admiral Mit-

chell cutter I perceived off Boulogne, and Lieutenant Shippard, her com-

mander, immediately ran down within musket-shot, and commenced a very

spirited and well-directed attack upon the brigs and sloops, which he conti-

nued in the most gallant manner for two hours and a half, driving the brig

and one of the sloops on the rocks. I have great pleasure in bearing tes-

timony to the intrepidity which was displayed in attacking so superior a

force, especially when under cover of their numerous batteries on shore,

and feel myself bound injustice to Lieutenant Shippard, for his gallant con-

duct this day, to recommend him to your lordship as an officer highly de-

serving every thing I can say in his favour. I enclose his report to me,

and am sorry to perceive he has suffered so considerably : I also regret the

strong winds off shore prevented the squadron from rendering that assbt-

ance we were all anxious to do. I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " Robert Honyman.'*

Lieutenant Shippard 's report informs us that a shell fell on

board his cutter, which wounded her mast and cross-jack-

yard in several places ; also that she was repeatedly hulled,

and one of her guns dismounted by the enemy's shot. The

French brig is said by him to have mounted " twelve 32-pound-

ers," whereas the Admiral Mitchell had only an equal num-

ber of twelves. The complement of the latter did not exceed

35 men, 2 of whom were badly, and 2 slightly wounded.

The gallant and determined conduct of Lieutenant Shippard,

which called forth such pointed commendation from Captain

Honyman, and also obtained him his commander-in-chieft
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warmest praise, does not appearto have been immediately re-

vrarded. His commission as a Commander bears date Mar.

3, 1804 ; and his promotion to post rank took place Jan. 22,

1806.

Captain Shippard subsequently commanded the Banterer of

22 guns ; the Namur, a third rate, bearing the flag of the late

Vice-Admiral Thomas Wells, commander in-chief at Sheer-

ness ; and the Asia 74* The loss of the former ship near

Point Mille Vache, in the river St. Lawrence, Oct. 29, 1808,

and the sufferings of her officers and crew, are fully described

in the Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXII, pp. 49—53. The follow-

ing sentence was pronounced by the court-martial assembled

to try Captain Shippard for his conduct on that occasion :

" The Court is of opinion, that the loss of the said ship was occasioned

by the culpable neglect of the Master, in not having repeated to the Lieu-

tenant who relieved hiin in the next watch, the orders he had received from

Captain Shippard, to keep the lead going by the forecastle men, and to

relieve them, in consequence of the very severe cold weather, every half

hour ; as also from the negli£rence and very culpable conduct of Lieutenant

Stephen C. M'Curdy, the officer of the middle watch, who not only per-

mitted the pilot to quit the deck without his Captain's knowledge, but like-

wise left it himself betsveen the hours of two and four, without being re-

lieved by any person whatever, and took with him to the gun-room, to

tirink grog, the pilot's apprentice, the only midshipman, and the only

quarter-master who were in the watch, where he remained upwards of a

quarter of an hour : that Captain Shippard appears to have caused every

possible exertion to be made to save the ship, and, when that was found

impracticable, to preserve the stores, in which he was supported by his of-

ficers and crew. The Court doth therefore adjudge Lieutenant Stephea

C. M'Curdy to be dismissed from his Majesty's service, as a Lieutenant,

and Mr. Robert Clegram, acting Master, to be severely reprimanded, and

admonished in all similar navigations to keep the lead going, and feel par-

ticular charge of any ship he may happen to serve in as Master, notwith-

standing a pilot shall be on board at the time. And Lieutenant Stephen

C. M'Curdy is hereby sentenced to be dismissed from the rank of Lieute-

nant in his Majesty's service, Mr. Robert Clegram to be severely repri-

manded, and Captain Alexander Shippard, the other officers, ship's com-

pany, and pilot, to be acquitted, and they are hereby acquitted accordingly.

It is the opinion of the Court, that if Captain Shippard's excellent ar-

rangements had been duly attended to, the loss of his Majesty's ship would

have been avoided."

Captain Shippard married a daughter of Admiral Sir John

^h:
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Knight, K. C. B. His eldest son, who was a student at the

Royal Naval College, died in Jan. 1811. One of his daugh-

ters is the wife of Lieutenant Alexander Buchanan, R. N.

AgeiU.—J. Copland, Esq.

HON. POWNALL BASTARD PELXEW.
,i

" M, P. for Lannveston, in Cornwall,

Eldest son of Admiral Viscount Exmouth.

mission dated Jan. 22, 1806.

Agent.—J. P. Muspratt, Esq.

Post com-

> ;

JOHN BOWEN, Esq.

Son of Rear-Adrairal (formerly Commissioner) Bowen,
whose services have been recorded in oiir second volume.

This officer was educated at the Royal Naval College, which

he quitted in Feb. 1798 ; and from that period, until the com-
mencement of 1801, we find him serving as a Midshipman on

board the Argo 44, commanded by his father, under whom h&
assisted at the capture of a Spanish frigate, mounting 42 guns;

a royal packet of 12 guns j three privateers ; three armed

ships, with letters of marque, and four other merchantmen :

also at the recapture of a British sloop of war, and one of the

Falmouth packets. We should here observe, that upwards of

thirty vessels were likewise taken and destroyed by the boats

of the ArgO during the same period j and that Mr. Bowen
served on shore, as aid-de>camp to Captain Buchanan, at the

reduction of Minorca, in Nov. 1798 *.

On leaving the Argo, Mr. Bowen joined the Lancaster 64,,

bearing the Hag of Sir Roger Curtis, on the Cape station, from

whence he returned to England in the Adamant 50, at the

close of 1801. His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant took:

place in April 1802.

After serving for about a month in the Hound sloop of war,.

Lieutenant Bowen was appointed to the Glatton 54, then fitr

i * See CapUin William Buch.«nan.
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ting for the conveyance of 400 convicts, and numerous emi-

grants of both sexes, to New South Wales, from whence it

was directed that she should bring home a cargo of timber for .

ship-building *.

A short time previous to the Glutton's arrival at Port Jack-

son, two French frigates under Commodore Baudin had taken

a survey of the S. E. coast of Van Diemen's Land ; which cir-

cumstance, and some private information received by the co-

lonial government, led to the belief that our late enemy in-

tended forming an establishment in that neighbourhood. To
prevent this being done, and avoid all discussion as to right of

sovereignty, Governor King resolved to take formal possession

of the island ; but he was unable to carry that intention into

execution at the moment, by the dissensions which existed

between himself and the military officers stationed in New
Holland. In this state of affairs. Lieutenant Bowen gladly

seized the opportunity of offering his services, which the Go-
vernor as readily accepted.

The subject of this memoir, now metamorphosed into a

" Lieutenant-Governor and Commandant," immediately pro-

ceeded to the river Derwent, where he disembarked with the

embryo of the present flourishing colony ofVan Diemen's Land
on the 12th Sept. 1803. The establishment then under his con-

troul consisted of an officer and 30 soldiers belonging to the

•\f •
...

* The Glatton sailed from Portsmouth, Sept. 23, 1802, touched at Ma-
deira and Rio Janeiro, arrived at Port Jackson Mar. 12, 1803, returned

home by Cape Horn, and passed Portsmouth on her way to the Downs
Sept. 22, 1803, having made the voyage of circumnavigation in 364 days,

of which she was only 277 at sea. By means of air-tubes and other con-

trivances, together with due attention to cleanliness and diet, the voyage

to New South Wales was performed without either fever, flux, or scurvy

arising, and without any loss of lives, except 7 convicts from chronic disor-

ders. The complement of men with which she stuled from England, was

170, not one of whom died during the whole period of her absence. This

note mil serve as a record of the perfection to which navigation, as well as

preventive medicine, had attained in the beginning of the 19th century. We
are indebted for most of the information it contains to Sir Gilbert Blane^s

" Statement* of the Comparative Health of the British Navp, from the

pear 1779 to the jfear 1814." 7.

M

J 'f'm
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New South Wales regiment, a surgeon, a storekeeper, and

about 100 settlers and convicts. In less than six months the

whole of those were tolerably well housed, and land enough

was cultivated to ensure a sufficient supply of corn and garden-

plants for the ensuing year.

Whilst thus zealously employed, Mr. Bowen received intel-

ligence of the renewal of hostilities in Europe, and he imme-

diately solicited permission to return to his proper line of ser-

vice. The means of relieving him was fortunately soon fur-

nished by the arrival from England of a small party under

Colonel Collins, intended to be established at Port Philip, in

Bass's Straits, but removed to the Derwent river in conse-

quence of the former spot being found ineligible for the pur-

pose to which it had been appropriated. By this arrangement

he was enabled to return with his staff to Port Jackson, leav-

ing the rest of his people to amalgamate with the new comers.

During his absence from England, Lieutenant Bowen was

made a Commander, by commission dated May 2, 1804; and

he had not been long at home before his name appeared in

the list of officers promoted to post rank in honor of Nelson's

last glorious triumph. i' i '

In July, 1806, we find Captain Bowen appointed to the Ca-

milla of 20 guns ; and shortly afterwards proceeding to New-
foundland, with a fleet of merchantmen under his protection^r

From thence he escorted the trade to Lisbon, and there took

charge of the homeward-bound convoy.

In the spring of 1807, the Camilla saw another fleet in

safety to the Leeward Islands, where she continued about a

year, during which period Captain Bowen was occasionally

employed by Sir Alexander Cochrane in the blockade ofMar-

tinique and Guadaloupe.

Whilst cruising off the latter island, the Camilla chased a

French privateer under the guns at Basseterre, in Marie Ga-

lante, which circumstance led to the capture of that small co-

lony, as it proved that such marauders and their prizes could

always take shelter theie until a favorable opportunity offered

for them to run over to Point-sl-Petre.

The force employed against Marie Galante consisted of



T I

JPOST-CAPTAINS O*" 1806. Ill

about 200 seamen and marines belonging to a small squad-

ron stationed off Point-a-Petre, under the orders of Captain

William Selby ; and this detachment was commanded by

Captain Hugh Pigot, of the Circe frigate, which latter officer

speaks in high terms of the support he received from Captain

Bowen, who assisted him in obtaining possession of a stoci<-

aded fort^ and afterwards marched with him to the attack of

Grand Bourg, the principal town. The enemy's militia

amounted to 400 men; but they were so completely surprised

that very little opposition was offered to the British, who
soon found themselves in quiet possession of a well cultivated

island, containing a large quantity of colonial produce, and

defended by 5 long twenty-four-pounders, 4f eighteens, 2
twelves, and 2 sixes, " The manner in which this service

was planned," says Sir Alexander Cochrane, **and the promp-

titude with which it was effected, reflects the highest credit

on Captain Selby *, the other ctiptains, officers, and men em-

ployed thereon."

In July, 1808, Captain Bowen sailed from Tortola with

one hundred and sixty-eight homeward bound vessels under

his protection, the whole of which arrived safe at their differ-

ent destinations. He subsequently escorted a fleet to Heli-

goland, and another to Malta, from whence he also brought

home a convoy. In the summer of 1809, he conducted a di-

vision of Earl Chatham's army from Harwich to Walcheren ;

and then accompanied the flotilla of gun-vessels to the highest

point of the Scheldt that was ever attained by any part of the

British forces during that unfortunate expedition.

The Camilla, being found rotten, was paid off in Dec. 1909;

and Captain Bowen did not obtain another appointment until

the close of 1812, when he joined the Salsette 42, in which

frigate we shortly afterwards find him affording protection as

far as Madras, to a large fleet of Indiamen.

The previous reduction of the Isles of France and Java, with

their dependencies, having put an end to all warlike operations

-, .-,/.-
_

i
.

A
,

'''.-.
'i'. .'-.'i

• Captain Selby, then of the Cerberus, but afterwards removed to the

Owen Glendower frigate, died at the Cape of Good Hope, Mar. 28, 1811.

^tfm
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in the Indian and adjacent seas, Captain fiovven had no oppor*

tunity of distinguishing himself whilst on that station, from

whence he returned to Spithead in the summer of 1816.

Captain Bowen married, May 13, 1825, Elizabeth Lindley,

only daughter of Jeremiah Cloves, Esq. and niece to the

Countess of Newburgh.

Agent,—John Chippendale, Esq.

i

vii

HENRY LAROCHE. Esq.

Entered the naval service as a Midshipman on board the

Squirrel of 20 guns, commanded by the late Rear-Admiral

Epworth ; and subsequently joined the Active 32, from which

frigate he removed with Captain Thomas Mackenzie * into the

Magnanime, a 64-gun ship, on the East India station. The

Active formed part of Commodore Johnstone's squadron in

the affair at Porto Praya, was subsequently employed in the

blockade of Hyder Ally's ports on the Malabar coast, assisted

at the destruction of his shipping off Calicut and in Mangalore

harbour, and was present at the surrender of Negapatnam, in

Nov. 1781. The Magnanime returned to England, and was

paid off, in 1783.

Subsequent to this period we find Mr. Laroche serving oii

board the Powerful 74, and Queen Charlotte of 100 guns ; the

latter ship bearing the flag of Lord Howe, during the Spanish

armament, at the close of which he was made a Lieutenant,

by commission dated Nov. 22, 17dO.

At the commencement of the war with France, in 1793,

Lieutenant Laroche was appointed to the Captain 74, which

ship formed part of Lord Hood's fleet at the occupation of

Toulon J and afterwards accompanied Rear-Admiral Gell to

Genoa, where she assisted at the capture of la Modeste 36,

and three French gun-boats ; she also assisted in weighing

the Imperieuse, a fine 40-gun frigate, which the enemy had

scuttled and sunk in Port Especia.

On his return from the Mediterranean, Mr. l/aroche ob-

• See Vol. I. note % at p. 654. -OS ; ti}
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tabled an appointment to the Sheernees 44, fitting for the coast

of Africa, where he served as first Lieutenant under Captain

Simon Mackenzie, and his successor. Captain James Cornwal-

lin, until obliged to leave that ship through ill health, in 1798.

We next find him serving as senior Lieutenant ofthe Revolu-

tionnaire frigate, commanded by Captain Thomas Twysden,

a most active officer and excellent disciplinarian, with whom

be continued on the Irish station until Mar. 1801 *. Whilst

in that ship he assisted at the capture of five formidable

French privateers, carrying altogether no less than 88 guna

and 813 men, viz. :

—

Victoire, brig, 16 long 9-puunders aud 160 men.

DetermiD^, «hip, 18 guns and 163 men.

Bourdelais, ship, of 6S0 tons, moanting 16 long twelves, and 8 thirty-

six pounder carronades (all brass guns), with a complement of 202 men.

Coureur, slup, of 10 long sixes, 4 carronades, and 158 men.

Moucheron, brig, of 16 long twelves and sixes, and 130 men.

During the remainder of the revolutionary war, Mr. Laroche

served as first Lieutenant of the Neptune 98, bearing the Hag

of Vice-Admiral (now Lord) Gambler, with whom we also

find him serving after the renewal of hostilities, in 1803. Hia

promotion to the rank of Commander took place June 2d,

1804 ; and his post commission bears date Jan. 22, 1806.

Since writing the above, an officer of high rank has in-

formed us that in April, 1 800, the Revolutionnaire encoun-

tered a most tremendous hurricane, lost her rudder, sustained

much other damage, and narrowly escaped being wrecked on

the rocks near Waterford ; that her first Lieutenant's zealoua

and seamanlike conduct on this occasion was highly extolled

by every one on board j that Captain Twysden not only re-

ported his admirable conduct in strong terms to the Admi-

ralty, but also often declared that " a better officer than

Henry Laroche never existed ;" and that a similar opinion of

his merits and ability has always been entertained by the noble

Admiral to whom he was indebted for his subsequent ad-

vancement.

uigents.^-'MeBsrs, Cooke, Halford, and Son.

f:v

Captain .Ttvytden died Oct. 4, 18Q1,

SITPPL. PART I.
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ROBERT HENDERSON, Esq.

SficoNO SOU of D deceased military officer, was born in

1778> commenced his naral career soon after the commence-

ment of the French revolutionary war, served the whole of

his time as a Midshipman on board the Southamptoci frigate,

and was made a Lieutenant into the Osprey sloop, May 29,

1799.

Soon after his first promotion, Mr. Henderson proceeded to

tl^e Leeward Islands, on which station we find him serving

as senior Lieutenant of the same vessel, at the renewal of

hostilities in 1803.

The Osprey formed part of Commodore Hood's squadron

at the reduction of St. Lucia, June 22, 1803 * ; and Lieu-

tenant Henderson subsequently performed a dashing exploit,

the nature of which will be seen by the following copy of his

commander's official letter, dated Oct. 31 in the same year:
" Sir,—I bejf leave to acquaint you, that on the 26th instant I discovered

a suspicious sail under the land ofTrinidad, and immediately chased; but

oil arriving within about four miles of her It fell calm, and as I was now
convinced she was an enemy's privateer, from the number of sweeps she

was rowing, and having no chance of coming up with her in the Osprey, I

sent three boats to attack her, under the command of Lieutenant Robert

Henderson: the cutter in which he was, rowing much faster than the other

boats, he, without waiting to be joined by them, in the most brave and

determined manner, and under a heavy fire from the enemy's guns and

musketry, boarded and captured the French privateer la Resource, mount-

ing 4 four-pounden, and having on board 43 men, 2 of whom were killed

and 12 wounded.
" Lieutenant flenderson and 3 seamen are slightly wounded, and one man

dangerously: the cutter had only 17 men in her, who all behaved with

the utmost bravery. I have further to inform you, that having put Lieu-

tenant (Francis Augustus) Collier, and 16 men, on board the priic, he the

uext day chased and captured la Mimi French schooner privateer, of 1 gun

and 21 men. I am, &c.

(Signed) " G«o. Younuhusdand f."

*• To Commodore Hood, Sfc. IfC. ^c"

•See Vol.1, p. 481.

I Captain Younghusband died in 1806.
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This letter appeared in the I^ndon Gazette of Jan. 3,

1804 ; and on the 31st of that month, the Committee of the

Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's resolved, " that a sword of 50/.

value, with a suitable inscription, should be presented to

Lieutenant Henderson j" whose " brave and handsome con-

duct" was also duly appreciated by Commodore Hood, ander

whom he served, as a Lieutenant of the Centaur 74, bearing"

tlie broad pendant of that officer, during the expedition against

Surinam, in the month of April following •

:

In the course of the operations carried on for the reduction

of that colony, Lieutenant Henderson was attached to the

division of troops commanded by Brigadier-General Green

;

and at the assault of fort Frederic! he appears to have been

severely wounded by the explosion of a magazine, to which

the enemy had set fire in hopes of checking the progress of

their assailants.

Immediately after the conquest of Dutch Guiana was com-

pleted. Commodore Hood pwmoted the subject of this me-

moir to the command of the Guachapin brig; and his

commission, we believe, was confirmed at home on the 21 st

June in the same year. He subsequently commanded the

Alligator troop ship and Pheasant sloop of war, both employed

on the West-India station, from whence he returned to Eng-

land in the summer of 1806. The following anecdote of

Captain Henderson is not unworthy of mention :

—

Whilst the Pheasant was once at anchor in Carlisle bay,

Barbadoes, her commander and several other naval officers

were invited to dine with a large party at the hospitable

house of a gentleman named Maxwell, residing in Bridge-

town. After dinner, an unexpected visitor arrived, a person

of the name of Blair, well known in the West Indies at that

period, being a notorious duellist, and dead shot. This man,

taking his seat at table, immediately gave the news from

Guadaloupe, from whence he had just come up in a neutral

vessel I among other things, he told the company that there

was a large ship privateer fitting out there, to carry 20 guns

•ti

• Set Vol. II. P»rt II. pp 7!>7—801.

I 2
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and 200 meiij which would drive any British sloop of war off

the station, or carry her Into Basseterre in triumph. The

party neither could, nor would, assent to the truth of this last

assertion ; but as he maintained it in a manner very offensive

to the feelings of the naval gentlemen, who had hitherto been

silent, Captain Henderson at last thought himself called on

to notice it, and briefly told this well-known hero of the

trigger, that if he repeated his assertion, he would throw him

out of the window ; on which Blair quitted the company, and

in a few minutes sent a challenge to the Captain, who ac-

cepted it, intimating at the same time that, as he was the

person challenged, he should choose his own ground, and

that he meant to fight Blair across a handkerchief, each hold-

ing an end, and the antagonists foot to foot. At the ap-

pointed hour next morning. Captain Henderson and his second

went to the ground, where Blair's friend soon afterjoined them,

alone, and said he was desired by Blair to make an apology

for the latter's non-appeaiance, as urgent business compelled

him to leave the island, and he regretted having hurt the

feelings of the naval part of the company. Thus ended Cap-

tain Henderson's very singular affair of honor, which he for-

tunately managed in such a way as to incur no risk of either

life or reputation : by conduct less firm and spirited he would

most probably have lost the former ; for Blair, both before

and afterwards, was but too successful in destroying men of

worth and respectability. The last who fell by his hand was

an officer of high rank, at Demerara.

Having been posted by the Admiralty previous to his de-

parture from the West Indies, Captain Henderson was super-

seded immediately after the Pheasant's arrival in England

;

and he does not appear to have held any other command
until the summer of 1808, when he was appointed, pro tern'

pore, to the Agincourt 64. His subsequent appointments,

during the war, were to the Champion 24, employed in the

Baltic ; Dublin 7^t in a course of equipment ; and Tigris

frigate, fitting for the Irish station.
, ,,^^^^ r , .

.

jigent.—'Sir Francis M. Ommanney.



l»OST-CAPTAIIIg 0» 1806. 117

SIR LUCIUS CURTIS, Bart.

A Companion of the Moat Honorable Military Order of the Batht

Youngest and only surviving son of the late Admiral Sir

Roger Curtis, Bart. G. G. B., by Sarah, youngest daughter

and co-heiress of MatthewBrady, of Gatcombe House, in the

island of Portsea, Esq.*

This officer's commission as a Commander bears date Nov.

16, 1804 ; he obtained the rank of Post-Captain Jan. 22,

1806 ; and was appointed to the Magicienne frigate about

Feb. 1809. On the 29th Dec. in the same year, we fkid him
stationed off the Isle of France, where he recaptured the

Windham, a valuable ship belonging to the Hon. K, I. Com-
pany,which had been taken some months before by a French

squadron, near Madagascar, and was then on her way to Port

Louis.

Captain Curtis assisted at the reduction of Isle Bourbon, in

July 1810, as will be seen by reference to the memoir of Sir

Josias Rowley, Bart. The unavoidable destruction of the

Magicienne, at the entrance of Port Sud-Est, Isle of France,

has been noticed under the head of Captain Samuel Pym^

C.B., at p. 718 of our second volume.

The subject of this brief sketch subsequently commanded
the Iphigenia and Madagascar frigates. He was nominated

a C. B. in 1815, and succeeded to the baronetcy, on the de-

mise of his highly respected father, who died at Gatcombe

House, Nov. 14, 1816 f.

Sir Lucius Curtis married Miss Greetham, daughter of the

Deputy Judge Advocate of H. M. fleet: his only brother,

Roger, died a Commander, R. N. July 12, 1802.

K:

m

* A biographical memoir of Sir Roger Curtis is ^ven in the Nar.

ChroQ. Vol. 6, pp. 261^276.

t See Nav. Chron. Vol. 36, p. 440.



<• y

Bi't.! I •

118 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806.

Sm JOHN LOUIS, Bart.

Eldbst Bon of the late Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Louis,

Bart., K. F. M., &c., by Jacqiietta Belfield, a lady of very re-

spectable connexions in the west of England *.

This officer was made a Commander, by Nelson, early in

1805 ; and his post commission bears date Jan. 22, 1806.

J)uring the latter part of the late war, he commanded I'Aigle

frigate, on the Mediterranean station. The principal services

in which he participated have been describe ^ in our memoirs

of Captain John Tower, Rear-Admiral Moubray, C. B., and

Sir James Brisbane f j the latter of whom, when reporting

the capture and destruction of a French convoy at Port Mau-
rice, expressed himself as follows :—
" I feel great pleasure iu declaring how much I am iadebted Co Sir John

Louis and Captain Coghlau for the manner in which they placed their

ships, and for the precision of their fire ; bu. their characters are so well

koown, as well as the high state of discipline of their ships, that any enco-

mium from me is unnecessary."

Sir John Louis married, 15th Oct. 1807» the eldest daugh-

ter of lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick, Commandant of the

8th regiment of Bengal Native Infantry. His youngest bro-

ther, Charles Belfield Louis, is a Commander R. N.

Agent.—A. C. Marsh, Esq.

HON. EDWARD RODNEY.
Youngest son of the late gallant Admiral Lord Rodney,

K. B., Vice-Admiral of Great Britain, who died May 24,

1792.

This officer was born in 17^ u made a Lieutenant, 29th

Aug. 1799 i promoted to the rank of Commander, April 8,

• Sir Thomas Louis died on board his flag-ship, the Canopua, at Alex-

andria, in Egypt, May 17, 1807 ; his remains were interred at Malta, by

the side of the gallant Abercrombie. An interesting memoir of this distin-

guished Admiral will be found in the Nav. Chron. Vol. XVI. pp. 177—193.

t May 20th, 2l8t, and 28tb, 1813; Aug. in the same year; and April

1 1th, 1814.—See Vol. I!, p. 898 ; Vol. I. p. 812; and Vol, II. p. 409.
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1805 ; and posted Jan. 22, 1806. He iiubsequently com-
manded the Fylla of 20 guns, and Africaine frigate, on the

Jamaica and East India stations.

BRYAN HODGSON, Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant, Dec. 11, 1799 j promoted to the

rank of Commander, April 8, 1805 ; and posted Jan. 22,

1806. During the latter part of the war, he commanded the

Owen Glendower frigate, in the East Indies, from whence he

returned to England in the spring of 1816. Mrs. Hodgson
died on the continent, Nov. 11, 1824.

Agents,—^Atkins and Son;

>, HOOD HANWAY CHRISTIAN, Esq.

Eldest son of the late Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh Cloberry

Christian, K. B., by Anne, only daughter of Barnabas Leigh,

of Thorleigh, in the Isle of Wight, Esq.

This officer was bom July 23, 1784 ; made a Lieutenant in

1800 J
promoted to the rank of Commander Mar. 21, 1805;

and posted Jan. 30, 1806. He commanded the Heroine, a

32-gun frigate, at the reduction of Flushing, in 1809 ; and

was subsequently appointed to the Iria 38, which latter ship

formed part of the squadron employed co-operating with the

patriots on the north coast of Spain, in 181 1 and the following

year*. In 1813, she captured three American letters of

marque, viz. the Union, of 12 guns and 53 men ; the Cashier,

and the Price, each mounting 6 guns, the former carrying 40

men and the latter 30.

From this period we lose sight of Captain Christian until

Sept. 16, 1824J when he was appointed to the Owen Glen-

dower of 42 guns, in which frigate he proceeded to the Cape

of Good Hope, and there hoisted a broad pendant as Com-
modore of the squadron on that station.

Captain Christian married, 29th Feb. 1808, Harriet, second

^ • Sec Vol. II. Part II. PI).
621-627.

iw t
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daugfatef of the late St^muel Sbute, cf Fern HiU» kk of

Wight, Esq. -»-".-'
•: v-/. -. V"- ^

^geni.—J, P. Muspratt, Esq.

HON. ARCHIBALD COCHRANE,
Youngest surviving son of the Earl of Dundonald, and

neph6w to Admiral Sir Alexander J. Cochrane, G. C. B.

A short time previous to the peace of Amiens, we find this

officer serving as a Midshipman on board the Speedy brig,

commanded by his gallant brother, Lord Cochrane, and bear-

ing a conspicuous part in one of the most brilliant actions that

has ever been recorded. The achievement to which we allude

was the capture of El Gamo, a Spanish polacre, frigate-built,

mounting 22 long 12-pounders, 8 nines, and 2 heavy car-

ronades, with a complement of 319 officers, men, and boys,

by a British vessel carrying 14 four-pounders, and having no

more than 54 persons, of every description, on board.

This formidable enemy was warmly engaged by the Speedy,

at close quarters, for upwards of half an hour, during which

time the Spaniards made several attempts to board their op-

ponent, but were prevented by her skilful manccuvres. The
great disparity of force, however, rendered it necessary to

adopt some measure that might prove more decisive than

cannonading, and Lord Cochrane therefore resolved to run

his little brig alongside the polacre, which was no sooner

effected than he sprang on board sword in hand, and, being

bravely seconded by the whole of his officers and crew, com-

pelled the enemy instantly to strike their colours. The total

loss sustained by the Speedy on this occasion was 3 killed

and 8 wounded ; £1 Gamo had 15, including her commander,

slain, and no less than 41 wounded. The following is an ex-

tract from Lord Cochrane's official letter, written on the day

of the action. May 6, 1801 :

—

" I must be permitted to say there could not bt greater regularity nor

more cool determined courage shetvn by men, than by the crew of the

Speedy. Lieutenant Par'iir, /horn I beg leave to recommend to their

Lordships' notice, as well as the Hon. Mr. Cochrane, deserve all the aj[>-

probation that can be bestowed *."

* Lieutenant Richard William Parker was wounded severely, both by
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After conducting £1 Gamo in triumph to Port Mahon, the

Speedy returned to her station off Barcelona, where she joined

company with the Kangaroo, an 18-guu brig, commanded by

the late Captain George Christopher Pulling, who thus des-

cribes the next service of importance in which Mr. Archibald

Cochrane was engaged :

—

*' On the Ist instant (June 1801) we spoke a Minorquia privateer, who
gave information that a Spanish convoy, consisting of five armed vessels

and twelve sail of merchantmen, had passed to the westward three days

before : Lord Cochrane agreeing with me as to the practicability of our

overtaking them, we went in pursuit, and yesterday morning (the 9th)

got sight ofthem, at anchor under the battery of Oropesa. Having so able

and gallant an officer as his lordship to lead into the bay, I hesitated not a

moment to make the attack : we approached within half gun shot of the

enemy by noon, and came to an anchor, though opposed by the battery,

which is a large square tower, and appears to have 12 guns, a xebec of 20

guns, and three gun-boats, all of which kept up a brisk fire until two

o'clock, when it considerably decreased, hut again recommenced, encou-

raged by a felucca of 12 guns, and two gun-boats, that came to their assist-

ance : by half-past three, the xebec and one of the gun-boati sunk, and

shortly after another gun-boat shared the same fate. The tower, with the

remuning gun-boats, assisted by the felucca., continued to annoy us on

both sides till about half-past six, when the fire of the whole slackened $

and on the Kangaroo cutting her cables, and running nearer to the tower,

the gun-boats in the offing fled, and by seven the tower was silenced. We
were nnnoyed by a heavy fire of musketry in different directions till mid-

night, during which time the boats of both brigs were employed in cutting

out the vessels that were found afloat, under the direction of Mr. Thomas

Foulerton, the first Lieutenant of the Kangaroo, assisted by Lieutenant

(Benjamin) Warburton, of the Speedy, the Hon. Archibald Cochrane, and

Messrs. Deau and Taylor, Midshipmen : they succeeded in bringing out

three brigs, laden with wine, rice, and bread ; the remainder were either

sunk or driven on shore. I have here to lament the loss of Mr. Thomas

Taylor, Midshipman, a valuable young man, who was killed by a musket-

ball while on this service. I cannot express myself sufficiently grateful to

Lord Cochrane for his assistance during this long contest, as well as on

the day before, when we found it necessary, for the honor of his Britannic

Majesty's arms, to blow up the tower of Almanara, mounting 2 brass

4-pounder8, which would not surrender, though repeatedly summoned.

Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded on board the• • • • •••

musketry and the sword ; but he did not obtain promotion to the rank of

Commander until Aug. 15, 1800.

ill

m
n
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Kangaroo * : Lord ('ochrane was a little > Jiged, and received a I»ruise at

the demolition of the tower of Almanara, as did two of his men; but I am
rejoiced to add, neither of them were materially hurt : and with the ut-

most surprise I have the pleasure to find that the Speedy had not a man
killed or wounded in the destruction of this convoy, though, from situation

and distance, equally exposed to the enemy's fire."

On the dd July, 1801, the Speedy was chased and cap-

tured, in the gut of Gibraltar, by a French squadron under

the command of Mons. Linois ; and from that period we find

no further mention of Mr. Cochrane untU his promotion to the

rank of Lieutenant, Mar. 12, 1804.

The subject of this sketch subsequently commanded the

Victor sloop and Fox frigate, on the East India station, where

he assisted at the destruction of several Dutch men of war,

in Dec. 1807 1» His post commission bears date Jan, 31,

1806.

^^e;t^5.--Messrs. Maude. • ,, i.,t

SIR JOSIAH COGHILL COGHILL, Bart.

X' < {Formerly John Cbameb, Esq.)

Youngest son of a gentleman who assumed the name of

Coghill, pursuant to the desire of Hester, Dowager Countess

of Charleville, great-grand-daughter of Tobias Cramer, Esq.

Sheriff of Dublin, grandson of Tobias Kramer, of Lower

Germany, who was infranchised in Ireland, May 1639 J.

This officer obtained post rank Feb. 1, 1806; in which

year we find him commanding the Concorde frigate, on the

East India station, from whence he returned to England in

the autumn of 180/. During the Walcheren expedition he

commanded the Diana frigate, and was highly spoken of by

Sir Richard J. Strachan in his despatches reporting the ope-

rations of the fleet under his orders. He succeeded to the

baronetcy, on the demise of his elder brother. May 21, 1817.

• Killed, 1 Midshipman ; tpounded, 5 seamen, severely ; 2 lieutenants,

!2 seamen, and 1 marine, slightly.
. . . ^ » .

t See Captain the Hon. F. B. R. Pbllbw, C. B.

jSir Josiah C. Coghill's father was created a Baronet July 25, 1778:

his mother was the daughter of Josiah Hort, D. D. Lord Archbishop of

Tuam.
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Sir Josiah Coghill has been twice married : his present

lady is the eldest daughter of Charles Kendall Bushe, £s(|.

the late Solicitor-General in Ireland.

Agents,—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

NATHANIEL DAY COCHRANE, Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1800^ and promoted to the

rank of Commander, July 30, 1805. On the 18th Dec. fol-

lowing, being then in the Kingfisher sloop, he captured 1' Eli-

sabeth, French privateer, of 14 guns and 102 men.

Captain N. D. Cochrane is the officer who brought home
the despatches announcing the result of the action between

Sir John T. Duckworth and the French Rear-Admiral Leis-

eegues, off St. Domingo *
\ his advancement to post rank took

place Mar. 26, 1806 ; and he subsequently commanded the

Alexandria and Orontes frigates, on the North Sea and Cape

of Good Hope stations. ;, ^ ^

^jg'en/^.—Messrs. Maude.

JOHN AYSCOUGH, Esq. ^

Son of the late Captain Ayscough, R. N. a gallant and

veteran officer, who was often wounded whilst fighting the

enemies of his country ; who expended a large portion of his

private property in raising several thousands of seamen for

her service, at the period when she was engaged in a serious

dispute with Spain, respecting the occupancy of Falkland's

Islands ; and whose last injunction to his sons, then very

young, was " Serve your King and Country f.*'

•See Vol. I. p. 262.

t Captain Ayscough, senior, waa between forty and fifty years m the

royal navy. His son, James, was a Lieutenant of the Monarch 74, at the

sanguinary battle off Copenhagen, April 2, 1801 ; on which occasion he

distinguished himself in a most gallant manner. Shortly after the renewal

of hostilities, 1803, we find him serving in the Centaur 74, bearing the

broad pendant of Commodore Hood, by whom his conduct in storming a

battery of six 24-pounders, on Cape Salines, Martinique, was so highly

extolled^ that the Patriotic Society at Lloyd's resolved to present him with

I

^1 >
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The Ayscoughs are of very ancient orlj^n, and connected

-vv^ith many of tlie oldest families In the kingdom. Dean
Ayscough, great uncle to the officer whose services we are

about to notice, was Preceptor to his Majesty George 111.

;

and he married a sister of the celebrated Lord Lyttleton.

The subject of this memoir was born on board the Swan
sloop of war, during a desperate action fought by that vessel,

when returning from the coast ofAmerica j in which engage-

ment his father, who then commanded the Swan, and who

had married during his absence from England, lost for ever

the use of a leg, and was otherwise severely injured.

Having lost his gallant parent at a very early age, Mr.

John Ayscough commenced his naval career under the au-

spices of the late Admiral Sir James Wallace, Knt., and

served his time as a Midshipman on board the Goliath 74,

Juno and Hebe frigates, and Hector, Alcide, and Monarch,

ships of the same class as the Goliath. , j

In the autumn of 17^1 j the Juno, commanded by that ex-

cellent officer the late Sir Samuel Hood, K. B.^ was employed

in attendance upon their late Majesties, at Weymouth ; and

Mr. Ayscough had the honor of being much noticed by all

the royal family, but particularly by the King, who never

went on hoixd without recognizing the young relative of his

esteemed preceptor. One morning, the monarch missed his

juvenile favorite, enquired where he was, and desired Captain

Hood to send for him. .

We should here remind our readers, that Midshipmen of

the good old school were occasionally in the habit of making

their own mess-puddings. Mr. Ayscough happened to be thus

engaged when^his Majesty's message reached him, notwith-

standing which he instantly obeyed the royal mandate. We
should likewise remark, that his head was at that time covered

with a profusion of ringlets ; and that, in the hiury of running

upon deck, they incommoded him by falling over his face.

a sword, value 50/. He fell a victim to the climate of the West Indies,

when commanding the Hawke sloop of war, April 8, 1808. A monuoMnt

to his memory is now standing in the island of Mariegalante.
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^* Ah ! youngster, wlmt's he mfttte what's the matter ?

—I say, Hood, what does he keep i « hands behind him

for?" exclaimed the King, on seeing Mr. A vigh p e

himself in that posture ; and having discovere' iie cau? jy

walking round him, he desired his august c. sort to v ome

and look also. The royal pair then joined in a nearty laugh,

after which his Majesty said, ** Well, but tell me, tell me,

youngster, what you have been doing ?"—** Making a pud-

ding, please your Majesty."—" Well then," continued the

^^S) " go below and finish it ; and when it is done, let me
know." Mr. Ayscough did as he was commanded j the so-

vereign of Great Britain, and most of the royal family, went

down to the Midshipmen's birth, partook of the homely pud-

ding with their usual affability, and good humouredly declared

it to be excellent ! !

Mr. Ayscough received his first commission in 1793, and

subsequently served on board the Monarch, Romney 50 (as

senior Lieutenant), and Queen Charlotte; the two former

ships successively bearing the flag of his friend and patron

Sir James Wallace, on the Newfoundland station*; the

latter a first-rate, commanded by the late Sir Andrew Snape

Douglas t, with whom he continued until his promotion to

the rank of Commander, in 1797. •

•••! '

In the summer of 1799> we find Captain Ayscough com-

manding the Blanche frigate, armed enjlute, and accompa-

nying the expedition under Vice-Admiral Mitchell and Sir

Ralph Abercromby, to Holland, where he served as a volun-

teer at the time of debarkation near the Helder, and continued

with the fleet until the surrender of the Texel squadron J.

Returning from thence, with a convoy under his protection,

he had the misfortune to be wrecked, through the ignorance

or misconduct of his pilot, as will be seen by the following

extracts from his official narrative :

" H. M. S. Blanche, Nieuve Diep, 29th Sept. 1799.

" Sir,—It is with great concern I have to state to you, that, agreeable

* Sir James Wallace died in Gloucester Place, Portman Square, Mar. 6,

1803. ! , > . • :

t See Vol. II. Part I. p. 54.

; See Vol. I. note at pp. 414—417.

•'m
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to your orders, I got uxMlcr weighfrom the Mars Dicp on the 27th instant, at

1 P. M., malciog several signals for the convoy to follow me, the wind then

being at S. £. At 4 P. M., the pilot, who had the charge and direction o(

the ship, got her on shore on the Middle, in tho Soutp Gat ; we very shortly

got her off, but at 6 o'clock she got on shore again, Kyck Duyn bearing^

8. S. E« about 2 miles. I then made the signal for having struck on a

shoal, and repeated it several times. It being the top of high water, and

finding it impossible to get her off, I struck lower-yards and top-gallant-

masts; started all the water except the ground-tier, and got a stream

anchor out ready to heave her off when the next flood-tide made, which w e

succeeded in about 1 A. M. on the 28th, and came to with the small bower

in 4 fathoms. At 5 o'clock we attempted to weigh, but the wind had

shifted to S. W., and blew so strong that it was impracticable; therefore we
cut the cable, made sail, and steered the course the pilot directed, which

very shortly brought us up upon Dalrymple shoal ; the black buoy bearing

S. by W., distant one cable length. I then made the signal for boats with

anchors and hawsers, likewise for schuyts, it being my intention to put the

guns and all the heavy stores into them ; but these plans were frustrated

by the gale increasing, so much so that it was scarcely possible to stand

the deck, the sea breaking over us on every side, and the ship having so

much motion f. About 1 1 A. M., I ordered the main-mast to be cut away

;

and a little after, the ship broaching to, I likewise eut away the mizen-

mast, and rigged two boat-sails on the poop, to endeavour to steer her,

having previously lost the rudder, and nothing left to steer the ship in case

she drifted over the shoal. I continued repeating the signal for assistance

imtil I saw that none could be afforded; several boats being overset, and

many lives lost in attemptmg it. By this time, the ship making three

inches of water every minute, and gaining very fast upon us, the officers

and men were almost ready to drop with fatigue. About 4 P. M. she drifted

off the shoal, having only the foremast standing, and the water in the cable

tiers i I therefore thought the only chance I had to save the ship's com-

panywas to run her on shore ; which I fortunately succeeded in, by backing

and filling with the foresail and the above mentioned boat-suls, the fore-

yard being lowered down almost to the gunwale. * • • • • :**

(Signed) "John Atscough."
" To Capt. John Lawford, H. M. S. Romneff."

On the receipt of Captain Ayscough's letter, the senior

officer in the Texel roads directed a survey to be taken of the

state and condition of the Blanche ; when it wos found that

f jri,^

t Every heavy article was consequently thrown overboard, except the

guns, which it would have been dangerous to dispose of in that manner,

there being only from 8 to 10 feet water alongside, and the Blanche's

draught 17 feet 3 inches.
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*' tlie tide ebbed and flowed in- board of her, evidently pro-

ceeding from a general bilge of her flooring or bottom ; that

her whole frame was hogged upwards in diflerent parts, and

her Stern-post disunited from the wooden ends ; that it ap-

peared absolutely impossible to remove her in a perfect body
from alongside the mould in the Nieuve Diep, where she was
then lying aground j and that it would therefore be impracti-

cable ever again to render her serviceable to his Majesty.

Tlie surveying Captains, George Bowen, Richard Worsley,

and John Larmour, concluded their report in the following

terms :

—

" At officers we feel ourselves called upon to remark that, from tbc pe-

rilous state of the ship, as before described, not less our admiration than

our astonishment is excited that she should have been navigated from the

place of her disaster to her present situation ; a circumstance which, in our

minds, reflects the greatest credit on her commander, officers, and sliip's

company."

That the Blanche did not get on shore through any neglect

or fault of Captain Ayscough, and that no endeavours were

wanting to extricate her, will be further seen by the sentence

of the court-martial assembled to enquire into the cause

of that unfortunate accident, a copy of which sentence we
shall now lay before our readers

:

• "^

"The Court is of opinion, that the ship was ran on shore through the

entire fault of the Pilot; that very peculiar exertions were made, and great

professional skill shown by the captain, officers, and company of the

Blanche, to get her off, and afterwards to save the lives of the people and

the remaining stores, which redounds greatly to their credit; they do

therefore most honorably acquit Captain Ayscough, (he officers and crew of

the late Blanche, and they are hereby so acquitted accordingly/'

Captain Ayscough's trial took place, at Sheerness, Nov. 1,

1'/^ ; and in the course of the same month, the Board of

Admiralty marked their approbation of his conduct by ap-

pointing him to the Inconstant 36, armed en flute, in which

ship he was attached to the different expeditions that were

afterwards undertaken against Quiberon, Cadiz, and the French

army in Egypt*. On each of those occasions he volunteered

to land with the army, and his offers were always accepted.

• See Vol. I. pp. 129, 219, and 54 j note t at p. 259 j and p. 313.

«

Ui.,
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At Quiberon^ Captain Ayscough was selected by Sir Ed-

ward Pellew, now Viscount Exmouth, to command a party of

seamen, intended to assist at the storming the enemy's works.

Circumstances, however, arose which frustrated the plan of

operations, and his orders were consequently countermanded

at the very moment when he was about to proceed with

scaling ladders and every thing necessary to carry them into

execution. OfF Cadiz, he met with a similar disappointment,

owing to the mortality then raging in that city ; but during

the Egyptian campaign he did not want opportunities of dis-

tinguishing himself as a zealous and gallant officer, the sole

charge of two important posts, at the entrance to the lakes,

near Alexandria, being entrusted to him, and the force under

his orders employed in a series of active and arduous services,

which he continued to conduct in a very able and spirited

manner, until obliged to quit the camp in consequence of

catching the plague, by which dreadful malady he was de-

prived of the use of his hands and feet for a very considerable

period.

Captain Ayscough received a gold medal for his services in

Egyyt, from whence he returned to England, Dec. 4, 1801.

His next appointment was, about June 1803, to the Camel

store-ship, in which we shortly afterwards find him pro-

ceeding to Jamaica, where he had not been long before he

was nearly deprived of his life by a violent attack of yellow

fever ; but notwithstanding the additional shock his constitu-

tion then sustained, and the danger of a relapse if he re-

mained in the West Indies, he declined the commander-in-

chief's offer to send him home for his recovery, being deter-

mined not to quit that station until he could atttdu the rank

which he had ever fondly looked forward to, and constantly

endeavoured to merit. That his reputation as an excellent

officer was by this time well established, will be readily in-

ferred from the handsome terms in which Sir John T. Duck-

worth spoke of him to his former distinguished Admiral :

—

"Shark, Port Royal, Jamaica, Dee. IG, 1803.

" My Lord,—I waa honored with your letter by Captain Ayscough, and

hould have pleasure in paybg atteotion to any pcnon you take au in-
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tereet about, but thia officer seems to be a child of the serTice, as every

body speaks highly of liim, consequently we all owe attention to such me
rit, and you may depend upon my endeavours to serve him. I have the

honor to be, &c.

(Signed) "J.T.Duckworth."
" To the Right Hon. Lord Keith, fyc. S^c."

In 1804, the subject of this memoir was appointed to com-
mand Sir John T. Duclvworth's flag-ship ; and he appears to

have also acted for some time as flag-ciiptain to hat officer's

successor, the late Vice-Admiral Dacres ; by whom, we be-

lieve, he was successively appointed to the Reynard and

Goelan sloops, Malabar 50, and Success frigate. His post

commission was confirmed by the Admiralty, April 18, 1806.*

At the close of 1806, Captain Ayscough convoyed a large

fleet of merchantmen to England ; and after refitting his fri-

gate, he was employed blockading Havre, until Nov. 1807,

when his friend Sir Samuel Hood, who was at that period

appointed to command an armament destined against Ma-
deira, did him the honor to apply for the Success to be placed

under his orders ; iutending to assign her a conspicuous sta-

• On the 20th Nov. 1806, Captain Ayscough despatched his barge and

another boat in pursuit of a small felucca, which he observed running into

Hidden Port, near Cumberland harbour, Cuba. The officers employed on

this occasion xvere Lieutenants William Duke and Charles Spence, acting

Lieutenant Dowel O'Reilly, and Mr.William Rand Hughes, Muster's-mate.

On their approach, they found that the crew of the felucca, about 50 in

number, had landed with their small-arms, and their only long gun ; lashed

the vessel to some trees, and posted themselves on a hill close to the beach,

from which eminence they soon began tu fire down on the boats, with

grape and musketry, in a most determined manner. Lieutenant Duke was

killed the flrst volley ; but Lieutenant Spence and Ids brave companions

maintained a warm action for one hour and twenty miuutos, during which

several of the enemy were observed to fall, and 7 of the Dritish, including

Mr. O'Reilly, were wounded. The barge being by this time shot through

in many places, and the enemy's position too commanding to be attempted

hy escalade with any probability of success. Lieutenant Spence very

prudently resolved to content himself with carrying off the felucca ; which

he accomplished without any further loss, although the enemy did all in

their power to sink her, and so nearly succeeilod in effecting their purpose,

tliat she went down astern of the Success, very soon after her capture. She

proved to be le Vengeur Frenoli privateer, belonging to St. Domingo.
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tion, should it be found necessary to use force, in order to ob-

tain possession ofthat island. We have already hinted, that the

subject of this memoir served part of his time as midshipman

under Sir Samuel Hood; and we have mentioned the above

circumstance merely to shew that, in every situation, he has

had the good fortune to obtain the favorable opinion of his

superior of&eers.

The Success returned to England with the bearer of Sir

Samuel Hood's despatches announcing the peaceable surren-

der of Madeira ; and we subsequently find her proceeding to

a high northern latitude, for the purpose of affording protec-

tectiou to the Greenland fishery. In Aug. 1808, having em-

barked the Turkish ambassador and his suite, together with

Viscount Jocelyn, now Earl of Roden, Captain Ayscough

took charge of the outward bound Mediterranean trade ; and

on his arrival at Malta he received a letter signed by the mas-

ters of the merchantmen, requesting him to accept their

" sincere thanks for the great and unremitted attention he

had paid to the fleet under his convoy, the safety of which

was ensured by his judicious measures.''

The Success was next employed in conveying the Turkish

ambassador from Malta to the coast of Albania ; and she af-

terwards proceeded with part of his suite to the entrance of

the Dardanelles, where she landed her passengers on the

28th November. In Mar. 1809, she brought two Austrian

messengers, charged with important despatches, from Va-

lette harbour to Portsmouth, making the voyage in twenty-

three days. In the following month, she again sailed for the

Mediterranean, with another valuable fleet under her escort.

On the 24th June 1809, Captain Ayscough joined the ex-

pedition proceeding against the islands of Ischia, Procida,

&c. and understanding that a debarkation was to take place

next day, he immediately volunteered to serve wherever his

presence and exertions would be most useful. In conse-

quence of this oflTer, he was directed by Rear-Admiral George

Martin to land with the troops ; and we know that (as was the

case on the Helder expedition) his boat was either the

first or second that touched the shore. A short time, how-
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ever, had only elapsed, before he discovered that there

would not be much to do on shore ; and he therefore returned

to his ship, which had assisted in covering the landing of the

array, and was now occasionally engaged with three of the

enemy's sea batteries, the fire of which was at length com-
pletely silenced.

On the following morning, June 26th, some gun-boats under

Captain Ayscough's directions assisted at the capture and de

struction of fifteen armed vessels, from Gaeta bound to Na-
ples*.

On the 30th July, 1809, the boats of the Success, then off

Cerigo, captured two French privateers ; one mounting 9 car-

riage guns and 4 swiv els, with a complement of 78 men ; and

the other 1 gun and 20 men.

From this period. Captain Ayscough continued in the Ar-

chipelago, until Nov. following, when he received the Persian

ambassador and his suite on board at Smyrna, and proceeded

with them to Malta ; from whence, if we mistake not, they

were conveyed to England in the Formidable 98.

The next service performed by the Success is thus described

by Captain Ayscough, in a letter addressed to the senior

officer on the coast of Calabria, April 1810.

" On the 4th instant while running along the coast and abreast of Castig-

lione, I observed three vessels on the beat^'h, and men loading them. I

thought it an object worth while to attempt their destruction, as they ap-

peared to me capable of carrying 160 men each; and I therefore despatched

the boats of this ship, manned with volunteers, under the orders of Mr.

George Rose Sartorius, the third Lieutenant, accompanied by the boats of

the Espoir, under the command of Lieutenant Robert Oliver j the frigate

and sloop covering their landing.

" I am aorry to Huy, that when about musket-shot from the shore, three

boats swamped, having struck on a sunken reef, by which accident two sea-

men belonging to the Espoir were drowned ; all their ammunition Ueing

wet, the officers and men swam to the beach with cutlasses in their mouths,

when the enemy fired upon them from two long 6-poundcrs, and i \va\U

pieces, they being secreted behind the rocks, and not perceived until the

boats grounded.

"This fire served only to increase the xcal of the party; and their perse-

verance so intimidated the enemy that they deserted their guns, and r*-
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Created to the houses which were near, keepiiig up |a heavy fire of mus-

ketry from the windows : but being also dislodged from them, llicy ulti-

mately fled to the mountains.

"The guns were now spiked, the carriages destroyed, two vessels set on

fire, and their carsjoes, which consisted of oil, stove ; when our people with

difficulty launched the boats that were swamped, and returned on board,"

(with only the additional loss of 2 private marines killed ; one belonging to

the Success, the other to her consort).

" Lieutenant Sartorius speaks in the liighest terras of all the officers, sea-

men, and marines under his orders, particularly of the conduct of Lieute-

nant Oliver, Mr. George Lewis Coates, Master's-mate of the Espoir, and

Mr. Richard Peace, mate of this ship."

By reference to our memoir of Sir Jahleel Brenton, it will

be seen that Captain Ayscough was unfortunately becalmed

in the offing whilst his brother officer was so gallantly sup-

porting the honor of the British flag in the bay of Naples,

May 3, 1810* ; a circumstance which must have caused him

infinite mortification, particularly as he had been the senior

officer on that part of the coast for some time previous to the

arrival of the Spartan, and had not only joined her in pursuit

of the enemy, two days before the action, but had actually

got 80 near to the Ceres French frigate on that occasion, as

to have h^d at one time a fair prospect of bringing her to

battle ; the Success being a faster sailing ship than her

consortf.

After this very severe disappointment. Captain Ayscough

was stationed at Messina, with two frigates and several sloops

under his orders, for the purpose of protecting Sicily from in-

vasion, Joachim Murat, the usurper of the crown of Naples,

having assembled 40,000 troops, and about 200 gun-boats,

on the opposite shore ; besides putting innumerable fishing-

vessels, and other small craft, in requisition, on every part

of the Calabrian coast. Together with bis appointment to

• See Vol. n. Part I. p. 268, and note • at p. 269.

f The captains, officers, and ships' <!ompanies of the Spartan and Suc-

cess, had previously a<rreed to share with each other in all prizes taken by

either frigate ; but as the latter had no share in the action of May 3, 1810,

Captain Ayscough, his officers and men, could not reconcile themselves

to share for the capture of the Sparviere, and they conseijuently relin-

quished their claim without waiting to ascertain whether she was of much
or little value.

J^.
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this responsible command, Captain Ayscough received a let-

ter from Rear-Admiral Martin, under whose orders he was
still serving, wherein we find a passage worded as follows :

—

" I must confide in your zeal and judgment, to take such station, and

to act in such manner, as may appear to you most likely to interfere with,

or defeat tlie plans of the enemy."

The station taken by Captain Ayscough, was to the north-

ward of the Faro, where he moored his ship with hawsers to

the shore, keeping springs on her cable, and her top-sail-

yards constantly at the mast-heads, so that she was always

ready to act on any emergency. The anxiety he experienced

during the time he held that important command, with every

thing left to his own discretion, will readily be conceived by

our readers ; and we shall therefore only add, that he spent

the greater part of every night upon deck, kept the squadron

under his directions in the most perfect readiness for imme-

diate battle, inspired the troops in and about Messina (prin-

cipally foreigners in British pay) with the greatest confidence,

and effectually deterred Murat from attempting to gain a

footing in the island, which he woidd soon have over-run,

had it been possible for his formidable flotilla and numerous

transports to have eluded the vigilance of British seamen.

Whilst thus employed in the defence of Sicily, the boats of

Captain Ayscough 's squadron destroyed two Neapolitan gun-

vessels and thirty-four craft of different descriptions, fitted for

the conveyance of troops.

After the breaking up of Murat'a camp. Captain Ayscough

was sent, with seven men of war under his orders, to recon-

noitre the coast between Naples and Civita Vecchia, it having

been reported that a French armament had touched at the

latter place on its way to the Neapolitan capital.

Finding that this was a mere rumour, Captain Ayscough

returned to Sicily ; and there received a letter from the Right

Hon. Charles Yorke, then First Lord of the Admiralty, who
informed him that he was " by no means unappri/ed of his

zeal and activity as an officer," and that he would take an of?-

portunity of recommending him to Sir Charles Cotton " for

an exchange to a larger frigate."

•MM
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Unfortunately for Captain Aysoough, the SucceBS shortly

afterwards encountered a very heavy gale of wind, whilst on

a cruise offCandia, and sustained so much damage that it be-

came absolutely necessary for her to return home before the

commander-in-chief could comply with Mr.Yorke's wishes.

During the gale. Captain Ayscough was obliged to swifter

the ship's sides together, by means of cables passed under

her bottom ; and also to dismount all the after-guns, her

stern having separated from the stern-post. The Success

was paid off at Chatham, Aug. 12, 1811.

Since the peace, Captain Ayscough has held the chief-com-

mand of the Ordinary at Plymouth, during the established

period of three years. Whilst there he observed, that when
ships were taken from under his charge in order to be com-

missioned, their housings were nearly all destroyed]; and to

prevent a continuance of that very unnecessary and heavy

expence, he suggested a plan for covering them in future, by

the general adoption of which we have no doubt that many
thousands of pounds will soon be saved to government. The
following is a description of the housing recommended by

Captain Ayscough, a model of which was most ably executed

by Mr. Simmonds, carpenter of the Ocean.

The frame consist* of a ridi^e piece, rafters, &c. secured with screw-

holts and nuts, so that it can be taken to pieces by a few men in a very

short apace of time. Instead of long planks, nailed to the rafters as here-

tofore, the frame is entirely covered with hatches, which, from their having

ring-bolts at each end, can be lifted up with the greatest ease, either to ad-

mit air, get the gun-carriages in and out, or for any other purpose. When-

ever a ship, thus covered, is ordered to be got ready for service, the whole

of these materials can be stowed away in a small compass, the batches

being only 6 feet by 3 ; and in case another ship of the same class should

then be coming out of dock, the housing removed from the one can be

placed over the other in a few hours, therel)y saving the newly built, or

newly repaired, ship from the least exposure to wet weather. The hfttches

buiiig all of the same size, may be used as covering for any ship or vessel

from a first-rate to a gun-brig or cutter, and they will continue fit lor use

until they are completely decayed. The advantages to be obtained by

adopting this plan are too obvious to require any further remark ; we shall

therefore merely state, that the Navy Board readily attended to Captain

Ayscough's suggestion, and that he had the gratification of seeing a frigate
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and a 74 covered in that manner long before the expiration of his coui>

mand in the river Tauiar.

Captain Ayscough married, Dec. 18, 1813, Anna Maria,

eldest daughter of the late Captain Thomas Parr, R. N. (of

Langdown House, co. Hants, a descendant of the celebrated

Earl Godolphin) ; and has issue one son and two daughters.

^gent.—Sir F, M. Omnaauney.

SIR THOMAS JOHN COCHRANE, Knt.
(Governor, tjfc. ofNewfoundland.)

Eldest son of Admiral the Hon. Sir Alexandec I. Coch-

rane, G. C. fi.

This officer was made a Commander, Sept. 24, 1805 ; and

posted into the Jason frigate, at the Leeward islands, April

23, 1806.

On the 1st June following, a small party of seamen and

marines belonging to the Jason, assisted by a boat's crew

from the Maria schooner, stormed and destroyed a battery of

five large brass guns and one field-piece, near Aquadilla, in

the island of Porto Rico. The particulars of this exploit

will be given in our memoir of Captain Charles Julius Kerr,

the officer who commanded on that occasion. The subse-

quent capture of a French national ship near the coast of Su-

rinam^ is thus described by Captain Cochrane

:

*'H.M, S. Jttson, Jan. 28, 1807.

" Sir,—Having received your orders by H. M. sloop Osprey, 1 pro-

ceeded towards Maroney river, and yesterday morning at day-light, Sora-

mine river bearing S. by E. 26 miles, discovered a ship and brig nearly six

miles on the weather beam, apparently men of war ^ and from the informa-

tion I received a few days before, conceived them to be the vessels of

which we were in search. About a quarter before ten, I succeeded in

bringing the ship to action within pistol-shot. She shortly after struck, and

proved to be la Favorite (formerly in H. M. service), mounting 16 long

sixes and IS twelve-pounder carronades, with a complement of 150 men.

The brig, from her sailing superior to la Favorite, and in consequence of

signals fron^her, kept above gun-shot to windward, and I am sorry to say,

from the time it took to exchange the prisoners, and being favored by the

wind, she has made her escape. The brig mounts 14 brass S-pouuders,

and has on board 120 men. ' •

if%

^". :i»

:.'l:

ji



%l

:m

' tr

130 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806.

" I am happy to add, we had only oDe man wounded ; la Favorite had

1 killed and 1 wounded ; and was very much cut up in her saila and rig-

ging. • • • • I have the honor to be, &c.

^Signed) " T. Cochrank."
'• To Rear-Admiral Sir Ales. Cochrane, K. B."

After the capture of the Danish West India islands In 1807*,

SirAlexanderCochrane bestowedthe offices of Harbour-master

of ports Fredericksted and Christiansted, in St. Croix, upon

his son; but this and the other appointments ofa similar nature

V7ere set aside by Lord Castlereagh, who united them all in

the person of his uncle, Lord George Seymour.

During the siege of Martinique, Feb. 1809, Captain Coch-

rane commanded the Ethalion 38, which ship he paid off in

Aug. 1810. The honor of knighthood was conferred upon

him, May 29, 1812 ; but we believe that he was not again

employed until the autumn of that year, when he received a

commission appointing him to the Surprise frigate ; and in

her we find him again serving at the Leeward islands, on

which station he captured the American privateer brig De-
catur, of 12 guns and 82 men, Jan. 16, 1813.

Sir Thomas Cochrane's next appointment was, June 28,

1820, to the Forte of 44 guns. In 1821, he served both on

the Jamaica and Halifax stations. In 1822, he attended his

Majesty to Scotland ; and in Sept. 1824, he brought home a

quantity of specie from Vera Cruz and the Havannah. His

appointment to the government of Newfoundland and its de-

pendencies was announced In the London Gazette of April 16,

1825.

The subject of this sketch married, Jan. 6, 1812, the eldest

daughter of Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Ross, Bart, which

lady paid the debt of nature, Sept. 4, 1819. , „.

Agents.—Messrs. Maude. 11. i */

-'• vl.tv.,:;,f

WILLIAM HUGH DOBBIE, Esq.
. ; ,

>

A Mngistrate and Deputy Lieutenantfor the County of Essex.

Sbcond and youngest son of the late George Dobbie, Esq.

a native of Ayrshire, and possessed of considerable property

• See Vol. I. p. 2G3, et seq. . , . .... , „,,
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in America, who died at the beginning of the dispute between

Great Britain and her trans-atlantic colonies, by which e\ ent

the bulk of his fortune was totally lost to his family.

The Dobbie family came over from France with Mary
Queen of Scots, and settled in Berwickshire, from whence this

officer's great grandfather, Robert Dobbie, Esq. Chamberlain

of Giffen, removed into Ayrshire about the commencement of

tiie 18th century. 3Ir. William Hugh Dobbie's mother was

the daughter of Samuel Staple, Esq. a naval officer, who died

on board the Grafton of 70 guns, during the siege of Pondi-

cherry, in 1761 *.

The subject of this memoir was born in London, Nov. 3,

1771 ; and he first embarked as a Midshipman on board the

Hector 74, under the auspices of her Captain, the late Sir

John Hamilton, Bart, in the spring of 1783 f. After the de-

mise of that officer (Jan. 1784), we find him successively

serving in the Hector, Edgar, Ardent, Bellona, and Hebe, un-

der the command of the following distinguished characters :

Sir John Collins, who died in command of the Berwick 74,

off Toulon, in 1/94; Sir Charles Thompson, died Mar. 17,

1799 ; Sir Francis Hartwell, late Deputy Comptroller of the

Navy ; and Sir Edward Thornbrough, now an Admiral of the

White.

At the latter end of 17^9, Mr. Dobbie proceeded to the

East Indies, as fifth mate of a ship in the Honorable Compa-
ny's service ; there being then no prospect of a war, and con-

sequently no chance of his obtaining the rank for which he

had become qualified. • - ' >-:
. >. vi ^ - ':;i» >»» ji? .,:' jJ/

Notwithstanding Mr. Dobbie's temporary secession from

the royal navy, he embraced an early opportunity of evincing

his zeal for the public service, by volunteering to assist in re-

pelling a large fleet of proas, assembled by the King of Que-

dah, for the purpose of destroying the infant settlement at

Prince of Wales's Island. His spirited offer being readily ac-

cepted, he accordingly joined in two night attacks, April 12

> M

* One of Mr. Staple's sons also died in the naval service,

t See Vol. I., note, at p. 413.
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and 16, 17^1 i the result of which so. intimidated the invaders

that they relinquished their hostile design, and gladly con-

sented to a pacitic arrangement.

Mr. Dobbie continued in India until the arrival of Commo-
dore Rainier, who had been appointed to the chief command

on that station shortly after the declaration of war between

Great Britain and the French republic. He then joined the

Suffolk 7^i bearing that officer's broad pendant^ and was em-

ployed in her boats, cutting off the communication between

Fort Oostenburg and the main during the siege ofTrincomalee,

in Aug. 1795 *. Whilst thus engaged he assisted at the cap-

ture of a sloop, which was brought out from under the enemy's

guns ; and distinguished himself by his spirited and zealous

conduct on two or three other occasions.

- On the day after the surrender of Oostenburg, Mr. Dobbie

and another midshipman, the late Captain James Hingston

Tuckey f, were mainly instrumental in arresting the progress

of a fire which broke out in that fort, and which actually

reached the outer door of the grand magazine before any ef-

fectual measures could be adopted to avert the impending

danger. On hearing the alarm given, and seeing the flames

burst forth, Messrs. Dobbie and Tuckey, then on their way to

the watering place, promptly collected a few men with buck-

ets, &C., hastened to the scene of danger, and by very great

exertions kept the fire under, until a sufficient number of sol-

diers were assembled to extinguish- it. Their conduct on this

alarming occasion was afterwards highly spoken of in the

Madras newspapers ; but through some mistake it was stated

that they belonged to the Centurion 50, instead of their being

described as midshipmen of the Suffolk.

After the reduction of Trincomalee, Commodore Rainier

made preparations for subjugating the Dutch spice islands, on

nvhich expedition he 'sailed from Madras, Oct. 16, 1795. On

the 25th Dec. in the same year, he advanced Mr. Dobbie to

the rank of Lieutenant, and appointed him fifth ofthe Siiffolkr

See Vol. II. Part I. note at p. 74 ct teq.

t Se« k/., note at p. 245.
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A few days subsequent to his promotion, Lieutenant Dob-

bie was despatched in the launch to board a strange sail in the

Straits of Banca. He had not proceeded far when she was
discovered to be a brig of war, and the boats of the squadron

were consequently sent to his assistance. On arriving within

bail, about dusk, a fine breeze suddenly sprang up and enabled

the stranger, hitherto becalmed, to distance the boats : Lieu-

tenant Dobbie, however, continued the pursuit, and by great

exertions kept pretty close to the brig, receiving her fire and

returning it from his swivels, which served to direct the chas-

ing ship and ultimately led to her capture, at 2 A. M., by the

Orpheus frigate. She proved to be the Harlingen, Dutch na-

tional brig, of 14 guns and 45 men.

On rejoining the Commodore, Lieutenant Dobbie was put

in command of the prize ; and through his zeal and activity

she was found eminently useful during the subsequent pro-

gress of the expedition, the navigation of the eastern seas

being then very imperfectly known.

Amboyna, as we have already stated, surrendered without

resistance on the 16th Feb. 1796 *. At the taking of Banda

Lieutenant Dobbie was placed under the orders of Captain

Henry Newcombe, of the Orpheus, to cover the lauding of

the troops : this service was handsomely performed, and the

troops put in possession of a battery from whence the enemy
had been driven by the fire of the frigate and her consort.

Captain Newcombe mentioned the conduct of the latter in

terms of high approbation ; and the Commodore, in his de-

spatches, was pleased to recommend Lieutenant Dobbie to

the notice of the Admiralty, **for his great merit, and the gal-

lant manner in which he followed the Orpheus.'*

On the day following the capture of Banda, the Harlingen

was purchased into the service, named the Amboyna, and
commissioned by Lieutenant Dobbie, who received orders to

fit her out immediately, in order to convey Captain (now Rear-

Admiral) Lambert with the Commodore's despatches to Eng-
land; these were actually closed, and the brig unmoored,

• See Vol. II. Part II., note f at p. 930.
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when the signal post announced a sail coming from Amboyna.

The intelligence she brought proved of an unfavorable nature,

the natives having risen in insurrection and committed many

excesses. Under these circumstances the Commodore gave

up his intention of sending the despatches direct to England,

and Captain Newcombe carried them in the Orpheus to Sir

George Keith Elphinstone, at Madras *.

Lieutenant Dobbie was subsequently ordered to convoy a

ship with a valuable cargo of spices to China, and to procure

there a supply of stores and provisions for the squadron and

garrisons at the Moluccas. On this occasion he acquitted him-

self so much to the satisfaction of the commander-in-chief as

to receive the testimony of his approbation in public orders.

Lieutenant Dobbie being in bad health when ordered on

the above service, the present Captain Arthur Farquhar,

C. B. (who had accompanied him in pursuit ofthe Harlingen)

was appointed to serve under him as a supernumerary Lieu-

tenant. On their arrival at Macao it was found necessary to

heave the Amboyna down, she having got aground in the

Sooloo Seas j and therefore when Lieutenant Dobbie went up

to Whampoa he left his friend in theTypa to superintend that

service. Whilst in the act of heaving down, the brig was

suddenly attacked by a strong party of Ladrones, who expect-

ed to carry her by surprise j but fortunately Mr. Farquhar was

on his guard, and the pirates took to flight after receiving a

severe chastisement for their audacity. v

In Dec. 1796, we find Lieutenant Dobbie again serving oa

* The rebellion in Amboyna was raised by the Mahometan natives, witk

the intention, as they affirmed, of extirpating the Dutch, whose tyranny

they had long impatiently groaned under ; and this they would have fully

accomplished had Commodore Rainier not undertaken Mynheer's defence

and protection. During the months of April and May 1796, the insurgents

remdned in arms, and gave the British some trouble, carrying devastation

to the very walls of the fort, burning the houses, and murdering every

Dutchman they met. At length, however, a few of their chiefs were seized,

and immediately executed in their own villages, in terrorem. This mea-

sure had the desired effect, and ti^dnquillity was soon completely restored in

the island. '



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806. 141

board the Suffolk, under the flag of Rear-Adiuirjd Rainier.

The following account of a mutiny which subsequently took

place on board that ship, is contained in a letter from one of

her officers to his friends in England, dated off Point de Galle,

Jan. 23, 1798:
" On the 15th of this month, a very serious mutiny broke out on board

this ship, then at Colombo. The sailors, in a body, required the redress

of what they called grievances, but which were in reality the most insolent

demands : the Admiral spoke to them on the folly of their conduct, and

shewed them that they possessed every indulj^ence which was granted to

the ships in England ; but this not satisfying them, they imitated the con-

duct of the mutineers at home, ascended the rigging, and huzzaed defiance ;

at the same time attempting to point 2 guns at us. The officers instantly

pushed forward to seize the ringleaders, and secured one of them ; the

rest forced themselves below. We armed immediately, and after much re-

sistance, secured ten of them in the middle of the whole crew. The IGth

17th, and 18th, the officers kept constantly to their arms, night and day ;

when they found that we were prepared to defend the ship with our lives,

they were too much intimidated to attempt any thing further, and quietly

submitted. Had we deliberated a moment, all would have l)een lost ; the

guns on the forecastle would have swept the quarter-deck ; they would

have had time to organize the mutiny, and must have got the better of us;

the officers being only 30 in number, whilst the ship's company is 550.

The crews of the Arrogant and Carysfort, the only ships with us, were dis-

orderly at the same time, but returned to their duty without coercion."

In anpther letter from the same officer, dated offTellicherry,

April 10, 1798, we find the following passage :

" We have since been perfectly quiet; but, I am sorry to say, we are not

yet free from doubts of our people's sincerity : we are therefore obliged to

be at all times prepared for the worst. You will no doubt deem it a dis-

agreeable piece of duty to be always armed with loaded pistols ; but as

they insure our safety, and will enable us at all .times to strike the first

blow, they are indispensably necessary. We have one great comfort, in

possessing but one opinion of the proper conduct to be pursued in case of

another disturbance ;—to sell the ship as dearly as we can, and to support

our authority at the risk of our liv.es, is the unanimous resolve. This thg

refractory sailors know, and they are intimidated by it ; if the 70 marines

we have on board do their duty, there is no fear but that we shall make of

the mutineers a sev-ve example to future times."

The minds of the seamen belonging to the East India squad-

ron appear to have continued in a state of ferment until intel-

ligence was received of Duncan's glorious victory off Camper-

(«,-
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down, to commemorate which Rear*Admiral Rainier granted

a full pardon to all the ringleaders of the late mutiny on board

his flag-ship, one of whom had been capitally convicted, seve-

ral sentenced to severe corporal punishment, and others to long

imprisonment. This act of clemency greatly endeared him

to the squadron, and it was followed by the re-establishment

ofgood order in every ship under hia orders.

In Aug. 1798, Lieutenant Dobbie was appointed first of the

Centurion 50, commanded by his patron's nephew, the late

Rear Admiral John Sprat Rainier.

An expedition against Manilla was at this time in contempla-

tion, but obliged to be given up in consequence of the inva-

sion of Egypt by General fiuonaparte, and an overland des-

patch having reached the commander-in-chief, acquainting

him that the enemy had brought the frames of several ships

of war from Europe, with the intention of setthig them up at

Suez. On the arrival of this intelligence the Centurion was

sent from Bombay to Mocha, where she found the Albatross

brig, with which vessel she proceeded to Suez ; and these, if

we mistake not, were the two first British men ofwar that had

ever visited the head of the Red Sea. During his continuance

on that station, including the whole of the year 1799, Lieu-

tenant Dobbie surveyed the roads of Jeddah and Cossire,

JafTatine harbour, and various other anchorages, his plans of

which proved very useful to the expedition afterwards sent

from India under the command of the late Sir David Baird

and Rear-Admiral Blanket*.

In the summer of 1800, the Centurion and three frigates f

were sent to blockade the port of Batavia and intercept, the

trade coming from the other Dutch settlements in Java. On
the 23d Aug., this squadron took possession of the arsenal at

Onrust, captured five armed vessels, and destroyed twenty-two

sail of merchantmen.

One of the above prizes, a brig pierced for 16 guns, and just

launched, was immediately afterwards manned, armed, and

equipped, by order of Captain Ball, the senior officer, who
• See Memoir of Captido Fkancis Mason, C. B.

t Dadalua 32, Captaia Henry Lidgbird Ball ; Braave 40, Captain Tho-

mas Alexander ^ and Sybill«40, Captaia Charles Ailatn.
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named her the Admiral Rainier, and placed her under the com-

mand of Lieutenant Dohbie, whose activity during the block-

ade gave great annoyance to the enemy. On one occasion he

was sent up the Carawang river, with seven armed boats of

the squadron, to destroy a depot of grain; which he fully ac-

complished after a contest of two hours with eight proas sta-

tioned there to protect the public stores. Five of these ves-

sels were either sunk or burnt; the others he carried off, toge-

ther with the commandant's yacht, and three large proas

laden with coffee ; all the public storer , &c. were likewise

totally destroyed. On this service he was most gallantly sup-

ported by Lieutenant Joseph Corbyn of the Sybille, and

Messrs. William Richard Smith and Robert Watts, of the

Daedalus and Centurion : the latter gentleman was very badly

wounded. On rejoining the squadron. Captain Ball was

pleased to express his entire approbation of Lieutenant Dob«
tie's conduct *.

The Centurion and her consorts remained at anchor offOn-

nist until recalled at the request of the Governor-General of

India, who had undertaken the Mahratta war, to the great dis-

appointment of Vice-Admiral Rainier, that officer having re-

ceived instructions from the Admiralty to prepare for an at-

tack on Java. Whilst there a favorable negociation was en-

tered into with the native princes of that island ; and by the

utmost vigilance the squadron was kept from the contagion of

the endemic fever, so fatal to Europeans. At length, however,

some soldiers of the 12th regiment breaking into a store and ob-

taining liquor, the disorder commenced with such destructive

violence, that the ships when about to depart had scarcely

strengthto weigh their anchors. Atthis period LieutenantDobbie

was ordered to resume his station as first of the Centurion.

In 1802, hostilities having ceased inconsequenceofthe treaty

of Amiens, Vice-Admiral Rainier hoisted his flag on board the

Centurion, intending to return home in that ship with the last

division of the India fleet; but on the 4th Dec. she narrowly

* The loss sustained by Lieutenant Dohbie's little flotilla was iiiurh loss

than ratght have been expected from the opposition he met with }—it con-

siMed of only 2 killed and 6 wounded.

ii
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escaped foundering in a violent hurricane between Ceylon and

Madras, and she sustained so much damage as to render her

unfit for the voyage :—her masts went over the sides although

not a stitch of canvas was set ; her guns were obliged to be

thrown overboard ; and it was only by the greatest exertiuns

that she could be kept afloat till the gale broke, she having

at one time no less than 8 feet water in the hold : fortunately

the dreadful tempest subsided as suddenly as it came on,

after raging only a few hours. Lieutenant Dobbie, on this

occasion, lost every thing he possessed but the cloathes on

his back, by a sea pooping the ship and completely clearing

his cabin *

!

In consequence of this disaster, the Centurion proceeded

from Madras to Bombay, for the purpose of being docked and

new masted. On her arrival there, the Governor requested

Vice-Admiral Rainier to send a force against the northern pi-

rates on the Guzzurat coast, who had lately committed great

depredations on the trade of that part of India. Captain

James Giles Vashon, of the Fox frigate, was accordingly

sent on that service, having under his orders thv: >''''nmouth

and Ternate brigs, each mounting 18 guns, ?. m j armed

pattamar. The brigs belonged to the East Indui Company,

but were manned from the Arrogant 74, and commanded, the

former by the acting Captain of that ship, and the latter by

Lieutenant Dobbie.

On the 26th Feb. 1803, this little armament arrived off

Baite Island, the principal rendezvous of the pirates. During

that and the following day Captain Vashon and the subject of

this memoir employed themselves sounding to find a passage

into the harbour. On the 28th, the brigs and pattamar sailed

in, Lieutenant Dobbie leading, and anchored within 400 yards

of the fort, which they soon silenced, together with three

other small batteries. This service being performed, a landing

was effected under the personal directions of Captain Vashon,

who succeeded in burning twenty-two armed pattamars whicli

had been hauled on shore. At high water the next day seviii

more vessels of the same description and one brig were also

• Vicc-Admirul Rainier was then on ahore nt Mudraa.
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destroyed close to the walls of the fort, under a very heavy

fire. This service was most handsomely performed, with the

loss of only 1 killed and 13 wounded : among the latter was

Mr. (now Captain) Peter Rainier, who had volunteered to ac-

company Lieutenant Dobbie.

It would have been fortunate for the British, had their ope-

rations terminated here ; but, unluckily, the commodore
deemed it practicable to storm tiie fort, and accordingly land-

ed again for that purpose, at the head of 220 seamen and ma-
rines, with two field-pieces ; the different divisions command-

ed by Lieutenants Dobbie, Anderson, Davies, Flint, and Col-

lier*. This daring attempt was made on the 19th Mar., and

ended in the discomfiture of the assailants, who were obliged

to retreat with the loss of 40 men killed and wounded. The

two brigs having joined in the attack, were likewise much cut

up, particularly the Teignmouth, which vessel had unfortu-

nately grounded end on to the fort.

Among the severely wounded on this occasion were Lieute-

nants Dobbie and Davies, the former of whom received a

musket-ball in the breast, but which was happily extracted

from under the shoulder bone. Captain Vashou was also

wounded in a similar manner ; and to his misfortune the ball

could not be removed, in consequence of which his death was

ultimately hastened f. i-lv' 'km
After repairing the Ternate's damages, Lieutenant Dobbie

returned to Bombay with Captain Vashon's despatches and

the wounded men of the squadron. On his arrival he found

that Vice-Admiral Rainier had promoted him, during his ab-

sence, to the rank of Commander, and appointed him pro tern-

porCf to the Wilhelmina frigate, in which ship he continued till

May 1803^ when he resigned her to the late gallant Captain

Hi

^.V'y

''Vt

* Mr. Edward Collier, acting Lieutenant of tlie Arrogant, hut lent to the

Teignmouth. He had been recently promoted from the Centurion for his

great exertions during the lute hurricane. His name appears among the

Post-Captuins of 1814.

t The fort was situated Hl)oiit ^^O yards above high water mark ; its

walls were 40 feet high, and appeared well built of stone and chunam. The
island of Bnitc at that time inainlaiiuMl about '2000 fighting ni<>n.

SUPI'I,. PART I. L
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Henry Lunibert^ and succeeded that officer as Governor of

the Naval Hospital at Madras. We should here observe, that

the zealous conduct of Captain Vashon's detachment during

the late expedition was acknowledged in warm terms by the

Governor and Council of Bombay.

About this period, accounts were received in India of the

angry discussions between Great Britain and France, respect-

ing Malta, &c., and that a garrison for Pondicherry would

leave Brest at a certain time. Vice-Admiral Rainier, in con-

sequence of this intelligence, hastened round from Bombay to

the Coromandel coast, where he arrived in time to prevent the

French troops under General de Caen from obtaining posses-

sion of that fortress, which he would not allow to be deliver-

ed up until farther advices came from Europe. Much
chagrined at their disappointment, the General and his naval

colleague, Mons. Linois, returned to the Isle ofFrance, where

they received official despatches from the First Consul, ac-

quainting them that hostilities had recommenced, and contain-

ing instructions for their guidance. In conformity thereto,

Rear-Admiral Linois immediately sailed for the Eastern Seas

and made an attack on Bencoolen, in the island of Sumatra,

where he burnt three store-houses filled with spice, rice, and

opium, captured three valuable prizes, and caused the destruc-

tion of eight other merchant vessels.

The French Admiral's proceedings were reported at Madras
in Feb. 1804, and it was naturally supposed that his ultimate

object was to intercei)t the homeward bound China fleet. The
Albion, Sceptre, and Russel, third rates, had recently arrived

from England, and Captain Ferrier, the senior officer, was ex-

tremely anxious to go in pursuit of the enemy ; but expe-

rienced some little difficulty, there being no person on board

either of the ships at all acquainted with the intricate naviga-

tion of the Eastern Seas. To obviate this difficulty. Captain

Dobbie immediately volunteered his services which were

thankfully accepted, and the Albion and Sceptre sailed the

same night, proceeding to the straits of Malacca, where they

fell in with the valuable fleet under Captain Dance, ten days
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after that gentleman's rencontre with Linois, the particulars of

which will be given in another part of this work *.

The pursuit of the French squadron being abandoned by

Captain Ferrier, in order to afford protection to a fleet of such

great national importance, Captain Dobbie returned to Madras

in a country ship, and resumed the government of the naval

hospital, after an absence of two months.

Previous to Vice-Admiral Rainier's departure from India, in

Mar. 1805, he appointed the subject of this memoir to the

Arrogant, guard-ship and sheer* hulk at Bombay, where the

Fox was at that time undergoing a thorough repair. On Cap-

tain Dobbie's arrival there, he was ordered by Sir Edward

Pellew, the new commander- in-chief, to superintend the re-

pairs of that frigate, as also her subsequent equipment ; and

for the latter purpose 100 sailors, impressed from a fleet of In-

diamen, were placed under his command. On the !26th Sept.

she was hauled out of dock and commissioned by him, agree-

able to an order sent by Sir Edward from Madras, directing

him to act as captain of her.

A few days afterwards accounts arrived of the noted French

privateer Bellone being on the coast. Captain Dobbie imme-

diately applied to the government for a party of soldiers to do

duty as marines, and offered to go in pursuit of the enemy.

After some delay his request was complied with, and a party

of native militia, commanded by civilians in the Company's

service (volunteers on this occasion), embarked on board the

Fox. He also transferred the warrant officers and one mas-

ter's-raate of the Arrogant to his frigate ; and thus manned,

without^ one commissioned officer, he put to sea on the 1 4th

Oct. and continued cruising on the Malabar coast till the end

of Nov., without meeting the object of his search, but at the

same time feeling a grateful conviction that the enemy had

been prevented by his zeal and activity from committing any

further depredations in that quarter f. He had likewise the

* See Captain Robert Mbtrick Fowler.

f The Bellone was captured in July 1806, by the Powerful 74 ;—see

Vol. I. p. G43. 8hu WM afterwarda the Ulanche, a 28-|{uu frigate, in H. M,
navy.
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satisfaction of finding that liis conduct was approved by tlie

commander- in-ciiief, wiiom he had apprised of his intended

proceedings. The following is an extract from a letter ad-

dressed to him by Sir Edward Pellew, dated at Trincomalee,

Nov. 4, 1805:
" I have much satisfaction in expressing my entire approbation of the

manner in which you have conducted that part of the public service com-

mitted to your charjfe, as well as the zeal and attention you have shown to

those objects to which your letter bears reference."

On his return from the above cruise, Captain Dobbie was

entrusted by the Bombay government with the command of a

flotilla fitted out to chastise the same piratical powers he had

been employed against in Feb. and Mar. 1803. The force

placed under his orders consisted of one mortar-vessel, two

schooners^ and twelve pattamars, with which he sailed on the

Ist Dec, the Fox still without any commissioned officers, and

fully succeeded in all the objects of the expedition, but not

before he had bombarded the fortified town of Dwarka, set it

twice on fire, and laid the greater part in ruins*. Among the

property rescued by him on this occasion was a valuable cargo

of elephants' teeth, rhinoceros' horns, hides, &c. and a sum of

12,600 rupees paid by the Rajah of Dwarka as compensation

for three vessels which had been taken and plundered by his

lawless dependants. We here subjoin the copy of a letter

which was afterwards transmitted to Captain Dobbie througli

Sir Edward Pellew

:

"Bombay Castle, Jan. 12, 1806.

" Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of your letters dated the 19th and

27th Dec, and 10th instant t» I am directed to signify to you that the Go-

vernor io council has great satisfaction in expressing his entire approbation

of your proceedings during your late expedition against the pirates of Baite,

Dwarka, &c., the salutary impression of which on these depredators cannot

fail to be productive of material advantage to the general trade and naviga-

tion on this side of India. I have the honor to be, &c. ^\ uW

(Signed) " F. Warden, Sec. to Govt.'*

*' To Captain fF.H.Dobhie, R.N. V*

* Dwarka, in which town the famous temple of Jigatt is situated, main-

tained about 1500 armed men.

t SeeNav. Chron. Vol. XVI, pp. 143—149.

I The Court of Director* of the Hon. E. I. Company presented Captain
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When the Fox arrived at Bombay, the Hon. Captain Coch-

rane, whom Sir Edward Pellew had appointed to command
her, was there, and consequently superseded the subject of

this memoir, who again retltirned to the Arrogant. In Sept.

following, Captain Dobbie had the satisfaction to learn that

the Admiralty had confirmed him in the command of the Fox,

by a post commission, dated May 6, 1806 ; but soon after he

heard, with much concern, that the commander-in-chief had

taken great offence at his sending his acting order to be pre-

sented at the Board. When he received that order some ships

wer(- bout to sail for England, which opportunity he must

have lost (and another might not have occurred for months)

had he waited to ask permission ; and it never once entered

his mind that the Admiral would object to it : besides which,

it unfortunately happened that in the order itself, the orders

that accompanied it, and also in a note from Sir Edward Pel-

lew under the same cover, there was no mention whatever of

his having appointed, or even of his intention to appoint, any^

other officer to command the Fox, all which tended to con-

firm Captain Dobbie in the erroneous idea that Sir Edward
intended to give him the vacancy. He valued the Admiral's

good opinion very highly, and felt a corresponding degree of

concern at falling under his displeasure ; but every effort that

he made to dissipate it was unfortunately without success.

By some extraordinary accident, the Admiralty commis-

sion for the Fox did not reach Captain Dobbie during his

continuance under Sir Edward Pellew's command. Captain

the Hon. A. Maltland being appointed by their Lordships to

command the Arrogant, he resigned her to that othcer in the

spring of 1807, took his fiual departure from India in Aug.

following, and landed at Portsmouth on the 1st Jan. 1808,

after an absence of eighteen years from his native country.

In the sununer of 1809, Captain Double was appointed jwo

m

-U

I" ' >"i

Captalii

Dobbie with 100 guineas for the purchase of a piece of plate, as an ac-

knowledgment of their sense of \m service:} un tlic above expedition. He

also received 250/. fruiu the Putriutic Tuiid, in consequence of his being su

badly wounded at Uuitc in Mar. 1803.
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tempore to the PaUa9 frigate, and proceeded in her to Wal-

cheren with the grand expedition under Lord Chatham and

Sir Richard J. Strachan, the latter of whom reported him as

having been "particularly attentive to the public service"

during the short time that elapsed previous to his being su-

perseded by Captain G. F. Seymour, for whom he had been

acting.

Captain Dobbie's next appointment was, in the spring of

1814, to the Ethalion 42, in which frigate he served on the

coast of Ireland, until ordered to be paid off in Sept. 1815.

On the 15th Jan. in the following year, he was appointed to

the Pactolus 46, fitting for the Halifax station, from whence

he returned previous to the expiration of the usual term of

service in peace, the dry rot having rendered his ship imser-

viceable. She was put out of commission in Aug. 1817) and

Captain Dobbie has not since been professionally employed.

We have already intimated that he holds a commission of

the peace, and a Deputy Lieutenancy for the county of

Essex.

Tlie officer of whose long and arduous services we have

now given an outline, married, Aug. 8, 1808, Agatha Shed-

den, third daughter of Bartlet Goodrich, of Saling Grove,

Essex, Esq. and has a family of eleven sons and daughters.

His only brother, George Dobbie, E3q. was educated for the

medical profession, and joined the J^th regiment, in 1793.

He served about eighteen months in India, and there fell a

victim to the climate.

Agents,—Messrs. Goode and Clarke.

Wl
i...,
y I

WILLIAM FURLONG WISE, Esq.

j4 Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath-

Son of George F. Wise, of Woolston, near Kingsbridge, co.

Devon, Esq. by Jane, sister to the late Vice-Admiral James

Richard Dacres.

This officer was born at Woolston, Aug. 21, 1784; entered
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the naval service Feb, 7, 1 1'^ » obtained the rank of Lieute-

nant May 1, 1804; was miide a Commander, into the Elk

sloop of war, Nov. 1, 1805; and posted into the Mediator

44, on the Jamaica station. May 18, 1806. A gallant exploit

performed by a detachment of seamen and marines under his

directions, at Samana, in Feb. 180/) has already been des-

cribed at p. 973 of our second volume.

From this period we lose sight of Captain Wise, until his

appointment to the Granicus frigate, in 1813. On the 2d

Dec. 1814, he captured the Leo, American privateer, of 6
guns and 76 men, near Cape Spartel.

Captain Wise was re-appointed to the Granicus, Oct. 27,

1815 ; his dashing conduct at the battle of Algiers is thus

handsomely noticed by a contemporary writer :—
" The Granicus and Hebrus frigates, and the smaller vessels (except the

bombs) being considered in the light of a corps-de-reserve, had not had

any particular statiuus i^ssigned to them, but were to brinjr up abreast of

any openings they could tind in the line of battle. Impelled onward by the

ardent desire of filling the iSrst of these openings, the Hebrus got becalmed

by the heavy cannonade, and was obliged to anchor a little without the line,

on the Queen Charlotte's larboard quarter. The Granicus, finding herself

shooting fast ahead, hove to, with the intention of waiting until her compa-

nions had taken their stations. As, owing to the dense smoke which pre-

vailed, nothing beyond the distance of a cable's length could be seen, except

the Queen Charlotte's mast-head flag. Captain Wise allowed 10 minutes

to elapse for the ships to anchor. The Granicus then filled, let fall her

fore-sail, set top-gallant-saiis, and, soon gaining fresh way, steered straight

for a beacon that, phoenix-like, seemed to live in the hottest of the fire.

With a display of intrepidity and of seamanship alike unsurpassed. Captain

Wise anchored his frigate in a space scarcely exceeding her own length be-

tween the Queen Charlotte and Superb ; a station of which a three decked

line-of-battle ship might justly have been proud*."

The Granicus^ on this brilliant occasion, sustained a loss

of 16 killed and 42 wounded \ amongst the latter were Lieu-

tenant Henry Augustus Perkins, and Messrs. Lewis Punbar
Mitchell, Lewis Tobias Jones, George R. Glennie, and Dacres

Furlong Wise, Midshipmen. On the second day after the

battle, the following correspondence took place between her

crew and the Superb's :

—

•

,

'.
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* James's Nia\ Hnt. 2d. edit. Vol. VI, p. 678. et seq.
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*' The ship's company of the littlefrigate that had the honour to lay be-

tween the Queen Charlotte and Superb, on the glorious 27tb of August,

1816, beg leave to express their high admiration of the noble fire kept up

by these ships on that glorious day, by which, in a great measure, the ene-

my's fire was drawn from his Majesty's ship Granicus."

Superb^s Answer.

"The ship's company of the Superb returns their many thanks to the

ship's company of the littlefrigate, for the high compliment they have been

pleased to pay them, and have only to hope that slu)uld they ever again go

into action, they may have a Granicus to support them."

Captain Wise was nominated a C. B. Sept. 21, 1816, and

appointed to the Spartan frigate, Jan. 6, 1818.

In the course of the latter year, the Genoese ship Miseri-

cordia having been plundered by the Algerines of considerable

property, and the Genoese Vice-Consul treated with great in*

dignity, previous to his being dismissed, a complaint was

made to the ficitish government of this violation of the treaty

which had been concluded by Lord Exmouth. On this repre*

sentation, the Spartan was despatched from England to de-

mand an explanation, and to remonstrate against these vio-

lent proceedings. Captain Wise appears to have been com-

pletely successful in the object of his mission. Immediately

on his arrival at Algiers, he entered, in conjunction with H.

M. Consul, into a negociation with the Dey, the result of which

was, the payment of 35,000 dollars as a compensation for the

property plundered on board the Miscricordia, and an unqua-

lified disavowal, on the part of the reigning Dey, of the act

of his predecessor (who died of the plague, Mar. 1, 1818) in

sending away the representative of his Sardinian Majesty.

In 1819, the Spartan visited Madeira, Dominica, Vera

Cruz, Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Halifax ; in July 1820, she

conveyed Lord Combermere from Barbadoes to England;

and we subsequently find her proceeding to the Havannah,

Charlestown, and New York j from whence she returned to

England, for the purpose of being paid off, in Jan. 1821*.

The subject of this sketch married, June 16, 1810, Fanny,

only daughter of W. Grenfell, Esq.

Captain Wise conveyed 2,000,000 dollars from Vera Cruz to Jamuca,

and 500,000 from the Havaimah to Charlestown, besides l)ringing smaller

suois from Barbadoes and New York to England.

mm
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EDMUND BOGER. Esq.

This officer first went to sea, as a Midshipman on board

the Porcupine 24, commanded by Captain (now Sir George)

Martin, in 1789 ; from which period he was never a single

day out of active employment until he came on shore with the

rank of Post-Captain, in 1806.

The first action in which Mr. Boger bore a part, was that

between the British and French fleets, near Genoa, Mar. 14,

1795, an account of which will be found at p. 340 of our

first volume. Immediately after that event he was promoted

from Vice-Admiral Hotham's flag-ship [the Britannia of 100

guns*], into the Inconstant frigate, commanded by the late

Sir Thomas Francis Freemantle, the friend of Nelson, and his

companion in many brilliant enterprises.

In Aug. 1795, the Inconstant was employed co-operating

with the Austro-Sardinian forces in an attempt to expel the

French army from the Genoese territory j and on the 26th of

that month, Lieutenant Boger assisted at the capture of la

Resolu corvette, of 10 guns and 87 men, three other armed

vessels, and seven transports, five of which were laden with

shells, ammunition, provisions, and wine, for the use of the

enemy's troops at AUussio, and other places in the vicinity of

Vado. Two barks laden with gunpowder and provisions

were also destroyed at the same time by the boats of the In-

constant and other ships composing Nelson's squadron.

On the 20th April, 1796, the Inconstant, then offTunis, cap-

tured rUnite French national ship, of 34 guns and 218 men.

About this period, our afi"airs in the Mediterranean began

to wear a most unpromising aspect. Genoa, no longer able

to preserve even the appearance of neutrality, was obliged to

shut her ports against the enemies of France j and the near

approach of the republican army to Leghorn (in June) ren-

dered the speedy removal of the British residents and their

property an object of immediate importance. The per-

formance of this service fell to the lot of the Inconstant; and

• See Vol. I, p. 10i».

'i
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such strenuous exertions were made by her officers and crew,

assisted by those of two or three store-ships, that twenty-three

sail of English merchantmen and fourteenTuscan vessels were

loaded with valuable effects, and removed out of the mole

;

every person who wished to quit the city was safely embarked,

and a large supply of bullocks for the fleet brought off, in less

than 48 hours from the commencement of their arduous un-

dertaking. Scarcely was this important service accomplished,

when General Buonaparte entered Leghorn, manned the bat-

teries, and opened a heavy fire on the Inconstant ; but fortu-

nately she escaped without sustaining any loss or damage, as

did also the only merchant vessel that was then remaining

with her in the roads. The property thus rescued from the

enemy's grasp, was safely escorted to St. Fiorenzo bay, by a

small squadron under the orders of Captain LordGarlies, now

Earl of Galloway.

A few days after the flight of our merchants from Leghorn,

Lieutenant Boger assisted in taking possession of Porto Fer-

rajo, which measure was adopted in consequence of Buona-

parte's unjustifiable occupation of Tuscany, and the probabi-

lity that our forces would soon find it necessary to withdraw

from that General's native island*.

We subsequently find Lieutenant Boger commanding a de-

tachment of men landed to assist at the siege of Castiglione ',

the manner in which he conducted himself whilst employed

on that service will be seen by the following extract from

Captain Freemantle's official letter to Admbal Sir John

Jervis

:

" Colonel (David Douglas) Wemyssf, who commanded the expedition,"

(sent to open a communication with the Austrian army under Marshal

Wurmser, and to oblige the French to fall back upon Leghorn) " speaks in

the highest pruse of Lieutenant Boger, of the Inconstant, who commanded

the marines and seamen landed, and who pointed every gun that was fired,

with great judgment and precision ; and I feel happy in the opportunity it

affords ipe of bearing te§tin)ony to the assiduity and attention shewn by

!
i

• See Vol. I. p. 264.

t Now a full General, and Governor ofTynmouth.
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hitn, by Mr. Allen the Master, Mr. JoUiffe, MidabipiuaD, aud all the sea-

men and marines who were employed on shore."

Lieutenant Boger was afterwards appointed to the Triton

frigate, commanded by Captain (now Sir John) Gore, under

whom he served for about two years. During the Egyptian

campaign,we find him commanding the Cru611e cutter, in which

vessel he covered the right flank of the boats employed land-

ing our troops in Aboukir bay. Mar. 8, 1801* ; and was af-

terwards very actively employed until the fall of Alexandria*

when he received a gold medal from the Grand Seignior, in

common with numerous other officers.

Immediately after his r'^tn.rn from the Mediterranean, Lieu-

tenant Boger proceeded to Jamaiciu •and joined the flag-ship

of Sir John T. Duckr/orth, hy whotvi he was made a Com-
mander, into the Echo sloop of vvir, Jan. 27, 1803.

Early in 1804, Captain Boger escorted nine merrhant ships

from the bay of HondiiKsi to Jamaica 'VYhem ruinixng through

the gulph of Florida, he re eivcd int«;/H^j2nce frori> a vessel

which had recently left the Kav!i,j^nai», xbit 300() troops were

on the eve of sailivtV fv'om thence, diisthii^l at^ainst New IVo-

vidence. At day-light the foUowiv g x»?.v7fj>j^js';, he dir^.Tvered

the enemy's armament; obcut ^iK. mileti to windward, arid r^ooa

ascertained that the transports were protected !>y a French ?0-

gun corvette and two liationei brigs, eacli mounting 18 guns,

the Havannah then distant or.iy four miles. Perccivin^vj the

corvette bear up, aud being- scuf ib\c that his chax'ge could

only be preserved by stratagem, CRyMin Boger ordered the

convoy tc close round the largest and most \i arlike looking

ship, which he had pref'ioasiy authorized, c; 'fear a pendant,

and then immediately made sail towards the enemy, who were

thereby led to belfcve :hit 1 e was sent to reconnoitre. This

ruse-de-guerre had the desired p*)^ect j the French commodore
lost no time in }'ejoining hh consorts, and the whole retreated

with such precipitation, that the Echo not only saved her

own ''r^ifuiible charge, but was also enabled to cut off and cap-

tu;^ a transport, with 300 troops on board, which prize she

conducted in triumph to Port-Royal.

•See Vol. I. note t at p. 259 e/ wy.

'
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Having noticed Captain Soger's spirited and judicious con-

duct on this occasion, it may not be amiss to state, that the

enemy were afterwards completely dispersed during a heavy

gale of wind ; that the corvette, I'Africaine, being obliged to

run for Charlestown, was wrecked on the bar, and every one

of her crew perished j that one of the 18-gun brigs went on

shore at the back of tjie Bahamas, where she was also totally

lost; and that the other vessels composing the armament

were never afterwards heard of, from which circumstance it

may reasonably be inferred that they likewise met with an

equally disastrous fate.

On the 1st Oct. 1804, Captain Boger csiptured the Hazard

French privateer, of 16 guns and 50 men. His next appoint-

ment was to le Brave 74, one of the prizes taker by Sir

John T. Duckworth's squadron, oflF St. Domingo, in Feb.

1806. The manner in which that ship was lost will be seen

by reference to p. 594, of our first volume.

Captain Boger was advanced to post rank. May 22, 1606.

In 1809, he commanded the Norge 74, on the Lisbon station;

and in 1815, he was appointed flag-captain to Sir Edward

Thornbrough, commander-in-chief at Portsmouth, where he

continued during the customary period of three years, suc-

cessively commanding the Prince 98, and Queen Charlotte of

108 guns.

Agents,- -Messrs. Goode and Clarke.

WILLIAM JONES LYE. Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1802, and advanced to post

rank May 22, 1806. He subsequently commanded the Bom-
' ..y, Terpsichore, and Doris frigates, on the East India sta-

tion. In the former ship he captured the Jaseur French na-

tional brig, of 12 guns and 55 men, July 10, 1807 ; and in the

latter he assisted at the reduction of the Isles of France and

Java, Dec. 1810, and Sept. 1811. The Doris returned home

with Commodore Broughtou, in Nov. 1812.
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GEORGE FRANCIS SEYMOUR, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Milifari/ Order of the Bath ; and
Serjeant-at-Arms to the House of Lords.

The family of Seymour appeared in the navy so early as

the reign of Edward VL When Edward, Earl of Hertford,

uncle to the young kin, j, was declared protector, and create<I

Duke of Somerset, his brother, Sir Thomas Seymour, was
made Baron of Sudley, and raised to the station of Lord High
Admiral, on the resignation of Viscount Lisle, Earl of War-
wick. They are descended from the St. Maurs, who came to

England with William the Conqueror ; and by corruption of

speech they were first called Seymour about the time of Ed-
ward in.

Lord HuoK Seymour, (father of Captalu GcorpeFrancis Seymour) was tho

fifth son of Francis, first Marquis of Hertford, by Lady Isabella, youngest

daughter of Charles, second Duke of Grafton. His lordship was born April

29, 1759 ; entered the oaval service when only eleven years of age ; ob-

tained the rank of post-captain in 1 7/9 ; aud established his character as a

brave officer and skilful seaman, when commanding the Latona frigate, at

the relief of Gibraltar, in 1782. During the ensuing peace he formed an

intimacy with his present Majesty, to whom he afterwards bequeathed

his sword, which is still carefully preserved in the royal armoury.

Lord Hugh commanded the Leviathan 74, at the occupation of Toulon,

1793 ; and bore a very distinguished part in the memorable battles of May
2d ar

' 29, and June 1, 1/94 ; his conduct on the two former days is thus

noticed by Earl Howe, in a supplementary official letter, dated June 21 :_
"The quick approach of night" (May 28) " only allowed me to observe,

that Lord Hugh Seymour in the Lfeviathan, with equal good judgiuent and

determined courage, pushed up alongside of the French three-decked ship"

(Rcvolutionnaire of 110 guns) "and was supported by Captain Parker, of

the Audacious, in the most spirited numner. I have since Irtinit that tho

Leviathan stretched on farther a-head, for bringing t'lc second 8hip from

the enemy's rear to action, a« soon as her former station could be occupied

by a succeeding British ship." Respecting the Levir.than, on the ensuing

day, hit lordship adds, " the Queen Charloit? wus therefore immediuiely

tacked, and, followed by the Bellerophon, her second astern, and soon after

joined by the Leviathan, passed throu^i^h in action, between the fifth and

sixth ships in the rear of the enemy's line."

It is but justice to the memory of Lord Hugh Seymour and to the supe-

rior olHcers of the Leviathan, to state a fact in this pla'c which has hitherto

escaped the notice of every naval historian.

S^H^,

Mfc;
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Oa the evening of May 28, when the Dellerophon's main cap was upset

by a shot, and she was consequently obliged to take in her main-top-sail,

the Leviathan ran between her and the Revolutionnaire, which immense

ship she engaged singly for about an hour before the Audacious came up,

and obliged Lord Hugh to shoot a-head, and content himself with engaging

a two-decker. The Leviathan continued close to the rear of the enemy's

line, occasionally shewing lights over her lee-quarter to the British fleet,

during the whole of the ensuing night. On the following day. when pas-

sing close to the Queen Charlotte, she was choentd by Earl Howe and Sir

Roger Curtis, his first captain, both of whom were dtuuding in the stern

gallery, waving their hats over their heads, when the Leviathan's gallant

crew manned the rigging in order to salute their veteran and noble chief.

On the glorious first of June, Lord Hugh Seymour engaged and effec-

tually silenced PAmeriquc 74, bearing a commodore's broad pendant ; but

was prevented from taking possession of her in consequence of the signal

being made " to close round the Queen Charlotte." During the difiereut

actions, the Leviathan had 10 killed and 33 wounded. The names of the

Lieutenants who fought under Lord Hugh Seymour, were Robert Larkan,

now a Captain of the Royal Hospital at Greenwich ; Sbmuel George War-

ner and John Seater, since deceased* ; Cornelius Quinton, made a Post-

Captain in 1802; and Francis John Nott, a Captain of IS 10.

Lord Hugh Seymour was advanced to the rank of Rear-Admiral, June

1, 1795 ; and on the 2drd of the same month, we find him assisting at the

capture of three French line-of-battle ships near I'Orient. On that occa-

sion the Sans Pareil, bearing his lordship's flag, had 10 killed and 2

wounded ; one of the latter was Lieutenant Nott, the other Mr. Richard

Spencer, Midshipman, now a Captain, and C. B.

From this period Lord Hugh was almost constantly and actively em-

ployed afloat until his lamented demise, Sept. II, ISOlf . An oflicer who

bad long served under him says, that " his lordship possessed a suavity uf

manners to his inferiors that conciliated their esteem, but at the same time

an air of dignity that precluded familiarity. His zeal for the service was

unremitting ; his attention to his men impartial and uniform ; as a patron,

his discernment raised many officers in the service, who must otherwise

have been lost in obscure stations. He possessed not only the spirit of a

seaman, but his mildness ; and he was justly placed by professional men

among the best officers in the navy." Sir Charlei F. Penrote infrrms us

that " the noble Admiral's heart was as humane as his professional skill

was eminent ; and that, although ardent in the feelings of lionorablc ambi-

* Captain John Seater, of the Mediator 44, died in 1H06. His merito-

rious conduct on different occasions obtained him post rank, althougli he

commenced his naval career in the most niburdinate capacity.

t See Vol. n. Part H., note at p. 503.

-
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tion, and, of course, deuirous of enlarged command, the greatest pleasure

he derived from his promotion to a flag, was the thought that it relieved him

from superintending punishment at the gang-way*." Another officer, who

was with Lord Hugh Seymour at the time of his death, describes him as

" an accomplished gentleman, a zealous gallant officer, a fond and affec-

tionate husband and father, and a sincerefriend." " In no man," says he,

'* was ever more conspicuous the dignity of high birth, or the true conse-

quence of an eI'Vi.ted situation; yet such was the conciliating manner and

elegant grace vhk i accompanied his words and actions, that as he never

rose too high on professional, so he never sank too low on convivial occa-

sions. His ambition was confined within the roost just bounds ; he sought

honor only by truly honorable means, and he was governed at all times by

principles of genuine rectitude." Lord Hugh was successively elected M. P.

for Newport, in Cornwall ; for Tregony, Wendover, and Portsmouth. Al-

though bis flag was never struck but for a short period, his name appears

as a Lord of the Admiralty, from Mar. 17!^5 until the latter end of 1 79B.

The subject ofthe following sketch is the eldest son of Lord

Hugh Seymour, by Anne Horatia, daughter of Maria Du-
chess of Gloucester, by her first husband, James Earl of

Waldegrave. He obtained the rank of Lieutenant in feb.

1804, on which occasion he was appointed to the Donegal

74, on the Mediterranean station. We subsequently find

him serving on board the Northumberland 74, and receiving

a severe wound in the battle off St. Domingof, immediately

after which he was made a Commander into the Kingfisher

sloop of war. His post commission, and appointment to the

Aurora frigate, bears date July 29, 1^06.

In the spring of 1808, Captain Seymour was removed into

the Pidlas 32, which ship formed part of the fleet under Lord

Gambler at the destruction of four French two-deckers

and a frigate, in Aix roads, April 12, 1809. She afterwards

accompanied the expedition sent against Antwerp, under the

command of Earl Chatham and Sir Richard J. Strachan, was

present at the siege of Flushing, and bore a part in the subse-

quent operations against the enemy's forces in the Scheldt:^.

• " Ob»ervalion$ on Corporal Panithmenl,*' by Vice-Admiral SirC. V.

Penrosb, K. C. B. p. fi.

t See Vol. I. note at p. 2f)2. N.B. LteiTtenant Seymour is represented

10 have been " struck by a grape-shot, which |)enetrated his jaw, and car-

ried away several Icelh".

I Set p. 160.
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Captain Seymour's next appointment was to the Manilla,

the loss of which frigate will be noticed in our memoir of

Captain John Joyce, who had been appointed to her pro

tempore, in the absence of her proper commander.

From this period, we find no mention of Captain Seymour

until the ensuing summer (1812) when he obtained the com-

mand of the Fortunee 36. About Jan. 1813, he removed into

the Leonidas, another ship of the same force ; and on the 23d

May following, captured the American privateer Paul Jones,

of 16 guns and 85 men, 5 of whom were wounded by his fire

during the chase.

Captain Seymour was nominated a C. B., June 4, 1815;

and in the year 1818, his uncle, the late Marquis of Hertford,

Lord Chamberlain of the King's Household, appointed him

Seijeant-at-Arms to the House of Lords, an office vacant by

the death of William Watson, Esq. F. R. S. He married, in

1811, Georgiana, second daughter of Admiral the Hon.

George C. Berkeley, then commander-in-chief at Lisbon.

Agents,—Messrs. Cooke, Hulford and Son.

i >\

> r.

HON. GEORGE POULETT.
Receiver-General of the Land and Msesnd Taaes in Sumersctsliirc.

Second son of John, 4th Earl Poulett, K. T. by Sophia,

only daughter of the late Admiral Sir George Pocock, K. B.,

and brother to the present Earl.

This officer was bom May 13, 1/86 j made a Lieutenant,

April 3, 1804 ; advanced to the rank of Commander Oct. 12,

1805; and posted July 31, 1806. He subsequently com-

manded the Quebec frigate on the North Sea station.

Captain Poulett married, Dec. 9, 1811, Catherine Sophia,

eldest daughter of Sir George Dallas^ Bart.

fiin'i/-

HUGH COOK, Esq.

Entkrrd the naval service as a Midshipman on board flie

Pegasc 74, commanded by Captain Sir Samuel Marshall,



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1806. 161

Knt. Oct. 22, ITS'l; and was made a Lieutenant into laLu-

tine sloop of war, on the Newfoundland station, Oct. 30,

1793.

Mr. Cook was subsequently appointed to the Prince 98, in

which ship he witnessed the action off I'Orient, June 23,

1795*. We next find him proceeding to the West Indies, as

first Lieutenant of the Bnmswick 74, bearing the flag of his

first and principal naval patron, the late Sir Richard Rodney

Bligh, G. C. B., by whom he was honored with the command

of a detachment landed from the British squadron to defend

the fort of Irois, in Carcasse bay, St. Domingo, when besieged

by a very numerous force, in 1797t'

From Feb. 24, 1798, until Oct. 3, in the same year. Lieute-

nant Cook successively commanded the Drake and Lark,

sloops of war, but had the mortification to be superseded in

each of those vessels by an officer of Sir Hyde Parker's se-

lection. At the latter date, Rear-Aduural Bligh appointed

him acting captain of the Brunswick, and he was allowed to

continue as such until his patron removed into the Regulus

frigate, for a passage to England, May 29, 1799 ; that excel-

lent officer's recent promotion to the rank of Vice-Admiral,

rendering his longer cor*inuancc, as second in command, on

the Jamaica station, !.i>jompatible with the then existing

naval regulations.

Lieutenant Cook's subsequent appointments were. May 29,

1799, to be first of the Regulus ; Oct. 16, 1799, to command
the Liberty brig, on the Jersey station ; Oct. 28, 1803, to be

Vice-Admiral Bligh's flag-lieutenant, at Leith ; and Aug. 1,

1804, to be first of the Agamemnon 64 ; in which ship he

continued until his promotion to the rank of Post-Captain,

July 31, 1806.

h will be seen by reference tc pp. 614, 77Sj and 779, of

our first volume, that the Agamemnon bore a part in Sir Ro-
bert Calder's action, July 22, IHO.'j; and that she was also

engaged with the enemy off Trafalgar, and at St. Domingo,
Oct. 21, 1805, and Feb. 6, Itm. We need not remind our

• See Vol. I. p. 100.

t Sec Nnv. Chrmt. Vol. XX. pp. 5—7.
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Tenders^ that all the first Lieutenants of Nelson's fleet were

promoted on the 24th Dec. 1805 j but it is necessary for us

to state, that Captain Cook was not superseded previous to

the battle off Hispaniola, and that he was therefore advanced

to post- rank as a reward for his services on the latter occa-

sion.

In Mar. 1809, the subject of this sketch was selected by

Rear-Admiral d'Auvergne (commonly called the Prince of

Bouillon) to be his flag-captain, in the Diomede 50, on the

Jersey station ; and we have reason to believe that his gal-

lant conduct in several skirmishes, when commanding the Li-

berty, under that officer's orders, was the sole cause of his

receiving this appointment, as flattering as it appears to

have been unexpected. We subsequently find Captain Cook

conveying Vice-Admiral W. O'Brien Druiy to the East In-

dies ; and, in Mar. 1811, escorting seven of the Hon. Compa-

ny's ships from Madras to St. Helena; where he received a

very handsome letter from their commanders, thanking him

in the warmest terms "for his great attention, and the skilful

manner in which he conducted the convoy during an unu-

sually tempestuous voyage."

JAMES HALDANE TAIT, Esq.

This oflicer is the sixth 8on of the late William Tait, Es(|.

a merchant of Glasgow, N. B.,by Margaret, sister of Admiral

Viscount T)uncan, whose eminent services have already been

briefly noticed in our memoir of his son. Captain the Hon.

Henry Duncan, C. B. •

Mr. James H. Tait was born at Glasgow ; and in 1783 wc
find him embarking as a Midshipman on board the Edgar of

74 guns, then commanded by his maternal uncle, and sta-

tioned at Spithead as a guard ship. During the Spanish

armament (1790) he was placed under the protection of the

Hon. George Murray, with whom he served for some time*

• See Vol. II. Part II. p. 979, tt $ey.
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in the Defence, another third rate, and whose patronage he

ever afterwards enjoyed.

The dispute with Spain being settled without proceeding

to hostilities, Mr. Tait next entered into the merchant service,

and made several voyages previous to the commencement of

the French revolutionary war ; at which latter period he again

joined his valuable friend Commodore Murray, whose broad

pendant was then flying on board the Duke of 98 gims, but

subsequently removed into the Glory, a ship of similar force.

In April 1794, Commodore Murray being promoted to the

rank of Rear-Admiral, and appointed commander-in-chief on

the Halifax station, Mr. Tait followed that officer into the

Resolution 74, from which ship he was soon after appointed

by his patron to act as a Lieutenant on board the Thisbe 28 :

his commission, however, was not confirmed by the Admiralty

untiljune 1796 ;
previous to which he had been removed into

the Cleopatra of 32 guns.

In the latter frigate, commanded successively by Captains

Charles V. Penrose*, Charles Rowley, and Israel Pellew,

Lieutenant Tait continued until Oct. 1797, when he joined

the Venerable 74, at the particular request of his noble relative.

Viscount Duncan, with whom he remained in that ship, and

the Kent 74, until Jan. 1799, when he received a commission

appointing him to the command of the Jane, an armed lug-

ger, forming part of the force under his Lordship's orders.

The north coast of Scotland was at this time infested by

numerous privateers ; and the appearance of the Jane, sent

thither to protect the trade, was at first productive of increased

alarm, she being rigged in a similar manner to many of those

marauders. Lieutenant Tait, however, with a laudable zeal,

established a code of signals which had the effect of re-

moving all uneasiness from the minds of those engaged in

• We are happy in th'w place to have an opportunity of correcting an

error in our first volume. The Cleopatra, when assailed by a most fnrioud

hurricane, was commanded by Captain Penrose, whereas we have descrihed

her as having been under the commatid of Captain Pellew at that period.

The Cleopatra brought Vice-Admiral iM array to England at tJie close of

17!>5, and subsequently formed part of the Westcru squadron, under Sir

lulward Pellew, now Viscount Exmonth.
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coasting vessels, and at the same time enabled the inhabitants

of Redhead, Montrose, Aberdeen, Peterhead, Banff, and Cro-

martie, to point out the direction in which any eneiliy's cruiser

might have proceeded after approaching either of those places

during his absence. In addition to this service, he appears to

have captured about fifty sail of French and Dutch vessels of

different classes, and conducted himself, on all occasions, in

so exemplary a manner as to call forth the thanks of the ma-

gistrates and town councils of Dundee, Aberdeen, and Banff,

by whom he was presented with the freedom of those burghs,

at a public diimer given to him previous to his recall from

that station, and also recommended in strong terms to the

Admiralty for promotion. His advixncement to the rank of

Commander took place April 29, 1802.

In June, 1803, Captain Tait was appointed to command a

district of sea fencibles on the coast of Scotland ; and in Oc-

tober following he obtained an appointment to the Volcano

bomb, employed between Dungeness and Boulogne, in which

vessel he continued until ordered to the East Indies, on pro-

motion, at the close of 1804.

We next find Captain Tait commissioning -and fitting out

the Sir Francis Drake frigate, formerly a country ship, pur-

chased at Bombay for his Majesty's service :—in her he re-

Diained from Oct. 1805 until Mar. 1806, when he removed

into the Grampus, a 50-gun ship, then employed in India,

and subsequently on the Cape of Good Hope station ; from

whence he returned home in the summer of 1809, bring-

ing with him a large fleet of the Hon. Company's ships, and

other traders, which he had taken under his protection at St.

Helena. His post commission bears date Sept. 5, 1806;

and shortly after his arrival in England he was presented by

the Court of Directors with a handsome sum. of money for the

purchase of a piece of plate, and at the same time received a

very gratifying letter, acknowledging the great attention he

had paid to his charge during the passage.

The Grampus being paid off in consetiuence of her weak

and defective state, Captain Tait did not receive another ap-

pointment until the close of the war with France, when he
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assumed the temporary command of the Venus, rated at 36

guns. He suhsequently commanded the Junon and Pique

frigates, on the Jamaica station, but was ()l)Uged to resign

the latter, on account of ill-health, in Mar. 1817, since which

he has not been employed.

j-Igents.—Messrs. Maude.

GILBERT HEATIICOTE, Esq.

YouNGBsT eon of Sir William Heaihcote, Bart, by Frances,

daughter and co-heiress of John Thorpe, of Embley, co.

Hants, Esq.

This officer was born in 17/9, made a Lieutenant in 1799,

advanced to the ranlc of Connnander in 1802, and posted

Sept. 5, 1806. He had the misfortune to lose the Suffisante

sloop of war, on Spike Island, Cork, during a heavy gale of

wind, in Dec. 1803. Captain Heathcote married, 1809, Anne,

daughter of Charles Syell, of Kinnardy, co. Angus, N. B-,

Esq.

Agents,—Messrs. Clementson.

WILLIAM BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR, Esq.

Eldest son of Sir Thomas Beauchamp Proctor, Bart, by
Mary, second daughter of Robert Palmer, of Sunning, co.

Berks, Esq. was born at his father's seat, Langley Park, Nor-
folk, Oct. 14, 1781 ; and commenced his professional career,

as a Midshipman, on board the Stag frigate, in Sept. 1794.

Previous to the completion of his fourteenth year, this offi-

cer was slightly wounded in an action with a Dutch frigate,

the capture of which has been noticed in our memoir of his

fir8tcommander,the present SirJoseph SydneyYorke*, K.C.B.
with whom he continued, on very active service, until the

early part of 1798, when he left the Stag in order to join Earl
St. Vincent, commander-in-chief on the Mediterranean sta-

tion
J
under whose auspices he completed his time as a Mid-

'.m
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• See Vol. I. p. 43^.
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shipuian on board the Flora frigate, commanded by Captain

(now Commissioner) Middleton f.

Mr. Proctor next joined the flag-ship of Lord Keith, on

promotion ; and in Sept. 1800, he was made a Lieutenant into

la Diane prize frigate, recently taken by the blockading squa-

dron off Malta, in which we subsequently find him serving on

the coast of Egypt, wiiere he received the Turkish gold me-

dal, in common with numerous other officers. His commis-

sion as a Commander bears date April 29, 1802.

On the renewal of hostilities, May 1803, Captain Proctor's

early and stedfast patron. Earl St. Vincent, was pleased to

appoint him to the Zebra bomb, in which vessel he was ac-

tively employed off Havre, under the orders of Captain (now

Rear-Admiral) Oliver, who speaks highly of his conduct at

the bombardment of that port, in July and Aug. 1804, as will

be seen by reference to the olticial letters written on those

occasions, both of which are given in our memoir of Captain

John Sykes, at the commencement of this volume.

In the latter month, Captain Proctor was appointed to the

Saracen, a new brig of the largest class, which vessel he com-

manded on the Channel station until Mar. 1805, when he

joined the Hindostan 54, for a passage to India, being ordered

thither on promotion.

In July, 1805, we find the subject of this sketch assuming

the command of la Dedaigneuse frigate j but owing to the

ministerial changes which took place before hia appointment

to her was known in England, he had the mortification not

to be confirmed as a Post-Captain for nearly fourteen months

from that period. His commission as such bears date Sept. 5,

1806.

Towards the latter end of 1808, an occurrence took place

off the Isle of France, which we shall describe in the words

of a contemporary writer, to whom we are fndebted for part

of our information on this subject.

After relating the movements of a French frigate, on her

t Wliilst beloiiffiiijif to the Flora, Mr. Proctor was lent for short periods

to tlie Alcmcnc and iMinerve, two very active frijfates, comuiaiided by Cap-

tains Henry Digby and George Cockburn.
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return from a very guccessful cruise in the Indian Ocean,

and informing his readers that Captain Proctor was then sta-

tioned off the Isle of France, Mr. James says :

" On the 21 St (Nov.), at sunset, the" (enemy's ship) " S«5millante was

discovered from the mast-head of the DiSdaiufneuse, who immediately

rniwded all sail upon a wind in chase, with li^ht airs. At about midnight

tlie two frigates crossed each other on opposite tacks, and were not more

t!ian half a mile apart. As the S<^niillante approached on the larboard

tack, the D(^daigneuse fired two or three bow-chasers at her ; and, on hear-

inij the French frigate heat to quarters, the British frigate discharged her

broadside as the guns would bear. Putting her helm a-lce, the Dddaigneusc

then prepared to tack after her opponent ; but, owing to the lightness of

the wind, the ship would not come round. A quarter boat was lowered

down to tow ; and at length, by wearing, the D^daigneuse got on the same

tack as the enemy. In the mean time the S^millante had greatly increased

her distance. All sail was again set in chase ; but, having lost a great deal

of copper from her bottom, being very foul, and at best a bad working

ship, the Dddaigneuse kept gradually dropping astern. Fuiding this to be

the case. Captain Proctor, at about 5 P. M., shortened sail and hauled tu

the wind on the starboard tack. Very soon afterwards the Sdmillante

anchored in Port-Louis ; and such vessels of her convoy" (all English

prizes) " as did not enter with her, succeeded in gaining Riviere Noire."

La Dedaigneuse continued off the Isle of France until her

waterjand provisions were nearly expended, when she pro-

ceeded to Madagascar, and from thence to Bombay.
" In the mean time," says Mr. James, " some insinuations, thrown out

by a portion of his officers, had induced Captain Proctor to apply for a

court martial on his conduct when in the presence of the Sdraillante."

That was not the case—Captain Proctor applied for a

court-martial in consequence of the commander-in-chief hav-

ing expressed himself dissatisfied with his conduct.—Every

othcer belonging to la Dedaigneuse gave strong evidence in his

favor— all the rest of Mr. James's statement is perfectly

correct.

" The court sat on board the CuUoden, in Bombay harbour, on the 2/ th

Mar. 1809 : and, after the fiiUest investigation, declared that the conduct

of Captain Proctor appeared to have been marked by the greatest activity,

zeal, and anxiety for the service ; that the manoeuvres of the Di^daigneuse,

while in the presence of the enemy, were directed with judgment and skill,

very honourable to Captain Proctor ; and that the escape of the enemy's

frigate resulted entirely from the bad sailing of the D^dtugoeuse. An
hououmble acquittal of course followed ; and the president of the court

Iff, s^^f- f\
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returned Captain Proctor his swon), with a very handsome eulogium on hi<

character "

Captain Proctor returned to England for the recovery of

his health, in the autumn of 1809 ; since which period he has

not been afloat. He married, May 19, 1812, Anne, eldest

daughter of Thomas Gregory, Esq., and niece and heiress of

Thomas Brograve, of Springfield Place, Essex, Esq.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

m\

CHARLES JAMES JOHNSTON, Esq.

First went to sea in the Savage sloop of war, commanded

by the late Captain Richard R, Burgess *, and served on the

Greenock station, under that officer and his successor, the

present Vice-Admiral Alexander Eraser, from 1787 till 1790,

when he joined the Formidable, a second rate, forming part

of the Channel fleet, during the Russian armament ; from

which ship he was soon removed into the Scorpion sloop,

Captain (now Sir Benjamin) Hallowell, whom he accompanied

to the coast of Africa and the West Indies, and continued

with for a period of two years. We subsequently find him

serving, as Midshipman and Master's-Mate, in the Syren

frigate. Stately of 64 guns, and Excellent 74, on the North

Sea, Newfoundland, and Channel stations, until his promotion

to the rank of Lieutenant, Feb. 26, 1795 f.

On this occasion, Mr. Johnston was appointed to the Ruby

64, Captain Henry Edwin Stanhope, in which ship he assisted

at the reduction of the Cape of Good Hope, Sept. 16, 1795.

After that conquest, he exchanged into the Arrogant 74, Cap-

tain Richard Lucas ; and in her, we believe, he was present at

the surrender of Columbo on the 15th Feb. 1796 J.

The first Lieutenant of the Arrogant having been mortally

wounded in a severe action with six French frigates, near the

• See Vol. I. note • at p. 152.

t The Stately and Excellent were the flag-ships of the late Sir Richard

King and Hon. William Cornvvallis. -
i

+ See Vol. I. p. 47 et leq., and note at p. 49 et seg.



POST. CAPTAINS OP 1806. 109

' Richard

island of Sumatra •, and the second being Hhortly afterwarda

invalided, Mr. Johnston became senior Lieutenant of that ship

towards the close of 1796; and in that capacity he assisted at

the capture and destruction of many armed vessels and valu-

able merchantmen, off Batavia, and in other parts of the Java

seas f.

In July, 1800, Lieutenant Johnston joined the Suffolk 74,

bearing the flag of the late Vice-Adrairal Rainier, commander-

in-chief on the East India station, from whom he subsequently

received the fpllowing appointments, viz,—as acting Captain

of the Daedalus frigate and Vulcan bomb, in 1801 ; as Gover-

nor of the Naval Hospital at Madras, and Commander of the

Victor sloop, in 1802 ; and as acting Captain of the Trident

64 (then flag-ehip), and Captain of la Dedaigneuse frigate,

in 1804. His Admiralty commission as a Commander bears

date Jan. 18, 1803.

On the 16th June 1805, Captain Johnston was removed by

Sir Edward Pellew into the Cornwallis, of 50 guns and 335

men ; which appointment was confirmed at home Sept. 5th, in

the following year.

The Cornwallis was a very large teak-built frigate, re-

cently purchased from the Hon. East India Company, in

whose service she had been employed as a cruiser. When
commissioned at Bombay, by Captain Johnston, she was con-

sidered the best specimen of the skill of Jemsatjee Bomanjee,

the famous Parsee builder j and it was owing to every prin-

ciple of strength having been considered in her construction,

that she suffered little, except in spars, from three furious

typhones, which she encountered during the same year, in the

China seas.

In 1806, the Cornwallis was stationed off the Isle of France,

and several times warmly engaged with the enemy's formi-

dable batteries.

On the 11th Nov. in that year, Captain Johnston and hia

senior officer, the late Rear-Admiral Bingham, then com-

• See Vol. II. Part I. p. 328. N. B. Errata at ditto—line 2 from the

top,/or Ceylon read Acheen, in the island of Sumatra.

t The Arrogant was latterly commanded by Oaptain Edward Oliver Ot>

born.

n
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niandiiig the Sceptre 74, made a dash into St. Paul's bay, Isle

J^ourbon, and opened their fire upon the shipping there, con-

sisting ot tl»e Semillante, French frigate, tliree armed ships,

and twelve sail of merchantmen, which had been captured

from the British, and were then waiting for a favorable op-

portunity to stand over and enter Port Louis. Unfortunately

the heavy cannonade soon hushed the little breeze there had

been, and the two British ships could with difficulty manuMi-

vrc ; as otherwise the action would, in all probability, have

ended in the rescue of much valuable property, the Semil-

lante's prizes alone, eight in number, being valued at nearly

a million and a half sterling. After this attack, the Corn-

wallis and her consort were obliged to repair to Madagascar

for refreshments, their crews being greatly affected by scurvy.

On the 9th Feb. 1807, the Cornwallis sailed from Madras

for the west coast of America ; and she appears to have been

the first regular man of war that ever passed between New
Holland and Van Diemen's Land. After leaving Port Jack-

son, she went round the south end of New Zealand ; and on

the 16th May we find Captain Johnston discovering throe

islands, !!<ituated about 54 miles S. by E. from Chatham island.

A journal kept on board the Cornwallis enables us to give the

following outline of his subsequent proceedings :—
''June 14th, at noon, stood towards Musafuero, but no a])pearance of any

sealers on it. Captain Johnston resolved to ascertain if it was in possession

of the Spaniards, as had been reported at Port Jackson. At 5 P. Al. the

boat returned, having found only two American sealers, who had been on

the inland about nine months, and had seen but five sail during that time ;

one of them, they thought, appeared a Spanish brig of war. At 6 P. M.

made sail for Juan Fernandez, in expectation of meeting some of the ene-

my's cruisers.

" June IGth, stood into Cumberland bay, but not a vessel or even a !)oat

to be seen. This buy is uti the N. E. side of the island, and about a mile

long from point to point : the town and castle are on the west side of the

bay.

" June IHth, vvhile both oiticcrs and men were indulging themselves in

golden dreams, an accident occurred which threatened to involve tite whol?

in one general destruction. It seeuis that the gunner had depoiutcd a

quantity of blank musket^'^nrti-idges in his store-room, on the preceding

day, after exercise, instead of returning them to the magazine, agreeably

in the orders of his Captain ; and, in the midat of these, one of the crew,

while fitting a flint, mapped hit lock, whtn the whole exploded mth a hor-
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riblc crash. Several of the ship's company were killed, and mntiy dread-

fully burnt ; the fore-cockpit was set ou fire, and the decks forced up, fur

they fortunately presented less resistance than the bows ; in 20 uiinuiCH,

however, by great exertions, the ship was half water-logged, and by 9 P. IM.

till' fire was totally extinguished.

" June 20th, made the land to the southward of Valparaiso—stood in to

examine the bay. 23d, reconnoitred Coquimbo, i)ut did not sec a single

vessel at anchor there. It fell calm when we were about 4 miles from the

town; and, a heavy swell setting on the shore, we found it difficult to keep

otf with uU the bouts towing. Sounded in HO fathoms, one mile from the

beach.

" June 27th, anchored in Guasco bay, under American colours ; armed

the boats, and sent them with a division of small-arm men, under Lieute-

nant Barber, to procure cattle from the inhabitants ; but should they re-

fuse to supply us, to bring oti" whatever they could find. At 6 P. iM. the

lioats returned with some sheep and poultry, forcibly obtained, the Chi-

liaiis declining to supply any refreshments without permission from the

governor of St. Jago, distant about thirty miles. Finding by the report of

Lieutenant Barber that water miijht be obtained, though with difficulty.

Captain Johnston was induced to attempt it, and we succeeded in obtain-

ing Hi) tons; but unfortunately lost a very promising young officer. Lieu-

tenant Robson, who was drowned in the surf whilst attempting to swim a

liii'j ashore from the launch. The loss of this v 'aubic officer was much
regretted by Captain Johnston, who declared thh- he never knew any one

that had the service more at heart than he had.

" July 2d, the inhabitants having taken away two empty butts during the

ulisence of the watering party, and Lieutenant Barber having informed

(!uptuin Johnston that a (piaittity of copper was dcposi^od ivtar the beach,

and guarded by some horsemen, an armed party proceeftcd to seize it, by

way of retaliation. Having brought off 31 pigs, weighing ti,000lb8., and

eecured 2 Spanish sohiiers, we weighed and made sail to the northward.

" July 8th, a small vessel from Arica was captured by the jolly-boat

near I(|ui(|ue, an island on the coast of Peru. From her, and two brigs

which wc took about the same time, a few hogs and some refreshments

were obtauied, which proved of great service, as the officers and ship's

cuuipany had been on two-thirds allowance of all species, except spirits,

ever since our departure from Port Jackson.

" July I3th, anchored otf Elo ; took possession of and destroyed the Ro-

Hslia, 8 ship cf 375 tons, laden with earth—in the mean time one of our

boats, under Lieutenant Crosby, boarded and simk a brig in the offing, she

having a similar cargo. On the following day Lieutenants Barber, Crosby,

and Elton, landed with a detachment of seamen, and some soldiers com-

luanded by Lieutenant Lane, Hith regiment, exchanged a few shot with the

enemy, whom they very soon put to flight, and brought off a <piantity of

live stock for the use of the scorbutir patient*.

'U'i-'t*lir
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•• July 17th, cfot sight of two iirigs at anchor under the tort of Pisco,

and 8ent tliree boats, under tlie orders of Licutcnrint Barl)er, to hrin^r tliem

out, HJiic'h service was effecte;! without anv io.-s. They proved to l)e mer-

chant vessels, one with a complete cargo of spirits, the other partly loaded

with the same.

" July lyth, made sail for Lima ; on the L!2d took a brig in ballast, and

received information that the enemy's naval force in these »eas consisted

of one 44-gun frigate, then on her return from Panama ; four smaller ships

of war, two gun-brigs, and several gun-vessels; the latter stationed at Lima

and (juaya<piil.

" July 25lh, captured a brig in ballast ; and on the 27th we took one of

the enemy's gun-brigs, mounting 2 brass 18-pouuder8 and 2 iron 4-pouiid.

ers, with a complement of 1^7 men : whilst endeavouring to escnpe by

sweeping she had 2 of her crew killed and 1 mortally wounded. This vessel

Captain Johnston manned us a tender, and placed her under the command

of Lieutenant Elton.

" Jtily 28th, got sight of a ship at anchor off Patabileo ; anchored, and

sent the l)oat9 under Lieutenants Darber and (Vosby, to take possession

of Jier. She proved to be the Atlantic, of 300 tons, formerly an English

whaler, and now mounting 13 brass 8-pounders, 4 iron guns of the same

calibre, and 2 swivels, but with an inconiplete cargo.

" Aug. Ist, in Truxillo roads, captured the ship Pegasus, 250 tons, la-

den with spirits, sugar, and rice ; on the following day destroyed a brig,

the crew of which hcd run her on shore at Pacaswayo to prevent her fall-

ing into our possession.

" Aug. 4th, sent the prize gun-brig arid our boats, the whole under the

orders of Lieutenant Darber, into Port Paita, where they destroyed one

schooner and four other small vessels.

" Aug. 7th, anchored off Puna Island, and next morning took a small

lirig, loaded with cocoa-nuts and spars, bound to Guaya({uil. On the 9i\\,

Lieutenants Rarber and Crosby cut out two cutter-rigged gun-vessels, one

mounting a brass 24-p()under, the other an iron 12-pounder, and each man-

ned with 3() men ; this <'apture artbrde<i the crew of the Cornwallis a very

desirable treat, as five bullocks were found on board the prizes, and they,

the sick excepted, had not tasted fresh meat since leaving Port Jackson, a

period of 107 days.

" Aug. 10th, captured a brig from (luayaquil bound to Panama ; cargo,

bale goo<ls, flour, and p(ttatoe«, the latter particularly acceptable. Whilst

ut anchor oil' Puna, we took several bmall vessels, but they were of little

value.

" Aug. 15th, Captain J«din8ton wrote r-^ the Governor of Guayaquil, in-

forming him tliat he had liberated the 72or(icer4 and men belonging to the

prize gun-vessels, on their parole ; also allowed 340 subjects of Spain to

go on shore at dilfercnt times since his arrival in the South Seas, and re>

questing that the total nuuib'sr might l>e carried to the general account

••1
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whenever oil exchanfje of prisoners should be agreed upon between the two

uations.

" Aujf. 17th, stood into St. He!*'nii bay and took a small vessel loaded

with timber. 19tb, captured a \mg from Panama, bavinjf on board a (pian-

tity of tar-wax, and some bale jjoods of English nianufacliire. 2Stli, an-

diort'd at thu entrance of the gulf of Panama ; and on the 31st bron;jht up

offTobago, an island afew leagues distant from that port. Whilst here we

made a forced landing, killed and wounded several Spanish soldiers, dis-

arnied the whole force sent from Panama to oppose us, captured several

hoats loaded with cheese, jng-bi'ef, &c., completed our water to 208 tons,

and obtained a plentiful supply of fresh meat, poultry, and vegetables,

which articles were to us of the highest value: Whilst at Tobago we de-

stroyed the prize gun-brig, she being only calculated for light winds and

smooth water, consequently not adequate to the voyage which we had still

to perform.

" Sept. 4th, took our departure from Tobago, Captain Johnston deter-

mining to run down the coasts of New Spain and Mexico as far as Acapulco

and St. Bias; but owing to unaccountable currents and light variable winds,

we did not get to the westward of the gulf of Panama until the 25th.

•' Nov. Ist, arrived off Acapulco; and on the 10th shaped our course

for the Sandwich Islands. Dec. 2nd, anchored in Karakukooa bay ; ob-

tained there a plentiful supply of pork, vegetables, and (not very good)

water; cleared the island of Owhyhee on the !)th Dec, and on the 14tli

made a new discovery, viz. two very low islands, in lat. Ifi^ 52' N. long.

190° 26' E., having a dangerous reef to the eastward of them, and the

whole not exceeding four miles in extent.

" Dec. 21 , at noon, we were, by reckoning, only seven miles cast of Gas-

per Rico, as laid down in Arrowsmith's chart, but had no appearance of

land. The next day we discovered five islands in lat. 14" 30* N. and long.

I(i8" 42' E. This group was first seen at day-break, and the Cornwallis

was then standing stem on for a dangerous reef, on wl.ich the surf beat

with very great violence. Had it continued dark much longer she mu^t

inevitably have perished.

" Dec. 2J)th, saw one of the Lailrone islands ; our rigging was now in

80 bad a state that we were obliged to use preventer-braces, taiks, sheets,

and clew-lines, as we had not rope to replace the others, having left .Madras

with a very small quantity for so long a voyage.

" Jan. fi, 1H08, passed a sunken rock, situated about 21 miles south of

BntoUTobaco-Zima, but which is not mentioned in any of our charts. Hth,

nir,.'L> the (Jrcat Lima; and on the !>th, anchored a few miles to the north-

ivar 1 of liintin. During our cruise oidy one man died of scurvy : the pro-

vis'ons supplied us at Madras were uncomtnonly good, and too much praise

ian.\ot be bestowed on onr surgeon • for his attention to those who were at

1 \ ! 1 '^Jm

•21
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* Mr. Coley, now u physician at t>hclteDham.



174 PO«iT-CAPTAINS OF 1806.

t • t ;;

>l

any time afflicted with that disor(l»*r, or any other ilhiess. Jan. 1 Ith, sailed

from Lintin, with iiiue of the Hon. EhsI India Company's ship:! under our

protection ; arrived at Malacca on the 23d, and thi^re ^^ave the charcfe of

the convoy to H. M. S. Drake, agreeably to orders received from Sir Ed-

ward Pellew."

Captaih Juhiis*:on's next appointment was to the Powerful,

a leaky old 74, of which ship he assumed the command, at

Madras, Feb. 18, 1808. Towards the close of the same year

he encountered and providentially M'eathered two very heavy

gales of wind, while cruising off Lagullas bank in search (>f

some French frigates. The Powerful'a condition for encoun-

tering Cape seas and storms may be estimated by her carpen-

ter's report of defects at that period—viz :

" 1st, The frame of the ship, where it can be seen, appears very rotten.

2nd, Till! stcrn-framu has fallen tiiree inches from its station, and both main

and lower-deck beams appear to have fallen. 3d, A dangerous leak in the

after wooden-ends. 4th, The 3d, 4th, 5th, and Gth lower-deck beams from

aft are (piite rotten through, and several of the foremost ones appear to be

decayed, as the rotten wood falls through the scarfs, which are very open.

5th, The cluiiipe of the lower-deck beams are very rotten, and several of

the han^Miig and lod<.Mn^' knees and beam-arms are quite decayed. Gth, The

lower-gun-deck works very much at sea, and starts at the butt-ends. The

spurqulling is quite rotten fore and aft. The cells and timbers of the ports

arc also rotten. 7th, The streets work very much, and the fastenings iin;

all slack. The sides are decayed in the wake of the scupper-laps. 8th

The step of the fore-mast is 80 rotten as to render the mast unsafe ; and all

the wedges are bad. 9th, The apron, both above and below the l>reu>t-

hook, is very rotten. lOth, Most of the hanging knees on the uiaiti-deck

arc decayed in the throat. 1 1 th. The quickwork of the main-deck and poop

is very rotten. 12th, The chain-plate-bolt-streak, in the topside, is rent

all along the channels, and labours very much. 13th, The copper s off the

ship's bottom in nearly all directions, and all the lead is worn ot!' the cut-

water. 14th, The ship is extremely weak, labours and strains heavily, and

by her working ihe lead of the tatfrail, stern, and 'juarters, is entirely broke.

15th, The ship wants crmlking inside and out."

in consequence of her defective state, the Pouertul was soon

ordered to England; but instead of being paid olTon hor arri-

val, she was then attached to the armament ilrstined itguirist

Antwerp*. On his return from that disastrous expoditio;),

Captain Johnston was put out of commission, after being con-

stantly and actively employed for upwards of 22 years. The

• See Vol. I. p. LIK).

** ill' •
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opinion entertained of him by the two flag-officers under

whom he had served more than half that time, will be seen by
the following letter :

" H. M. S. Christian m., Dowru, 22d Jan. 181 1.

" Dear Sir,—Captain Johnston having requested me to state my appro-

bation of his conduct during the period of my command in India, I confess

it gives me great satisfaction to do him the justice be deserves at my hands.

I found Captain Johnston not only an officer of very considerable merit and

talents, but as full of zeal for his Majesty's service, and ardent activity and

enterprise, as any officer I ever had under my command. Captain John-

ston enjoyed the confidence and good opinion of the late Admiral Rainier,

who spoke of him ^o me as one of his best officers, and on every occasion

of service I found that opinion perfectly correct. Captain Jolmston toolv

his ship, the Powerful, to England, after serving in India eleven years. T

trust his own character will justify me to you for thus bringing liira before

you. I am, dear Sir, with the highest respect, and most perfect esteem,

your obed' jnt, and most faithfully devoted servant,

(Signed) "Edw. Pkllbw."
" Right Hon. Charles Yorke, i^c. ifc. Sfcr

Captain Johnston's next, and last, appointment was to the

Scarborongh a third rate, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral

Ferrier, on the North Sea station, which ship he continued lo

command until the conclusion of the war, in 1814.

EDWARD RATSEY, Esq.

Son, we believe, of Lieutenant Robert Ratscy, R. N. who

(lied at Cowes, in 1814.

This officer served as a Lieutenant on board the Culloden

74, bearing the flag of Sir Edward j'ellew, now Vincount Ex-

mouth, in the East Indies ; on which station he was succes-

sively advanced to the rank of Commander and Post-Captain.

His commissions were confirmed by the Admiralty, Feb. 4,

I H(K), and Sept. 5, in the same year.

In Aug. 1805, we find Captain Ratsey conun-^nding the

Harrier brig of 18 guns, which vessel had *i men wouixh-d,

and was much cut up in her masts, sails, and rigging, whilst

engaged with a French frigate, in t!ie Philippine archipelago ;

an account of whic h action will be found in James's Naval

Hiatory, 2(1 edit. Vol. TV, pp. 219—'iSI.

•f .' k
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EDWARD HAWKINS, Esq.

Son of a naval officer ; M'as born at Saltash, co. Cornwall,

in 1765; made a Lieutenant in 1790; and advanced to the

rank of Commander in 1798. At the commencement of the

late war, we find him commanding the Helder frigate, stationed

as a floating battery in the river Humber ; and subsequenilv

the Dispatch brig, of 18 guns, employed on Channel service.

In Oct. 1804, Captain Hawkins destroyed three French gun-

vessels, each mounting 1 brass 32-pounder and 1 long six.

On the 27th Sept. 1806, two days after the date of his post

commission, he assisted at the capture of le Presidente frigate,

mounting 44 guns, with a complement of 330 men.

At this latter period, the Dispatch was under the orders of

Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Louis, who, in his official letter,

merely states that le Presidente struck to his squadron, after

a chase of 17 hours. Mr. James, however, informs us, and

we believe his statement to be correct, that Captain Hawkins

maintained a running fight with the enemy, from 6-45 until

about 7-45 P. M. ; when the latter bore up and stood towards

the British squadron, the nearest ship of which was about 3

miles astern of the Dispatch ; and that the Rear-Admiral

shortly afterwards fired a distant shot at le Presidente, who

thereupon hauled down her colours, and was taken possession

of by her tiny antagonist . We agree with Mr. James, that

*' it would have been but fair to have given the brig the credit

which was due to her, that of having, when no sh'p was at

hand to assist her, so boldly engaged a heavy Frencl frigate*."

When superseded in the command of the DispatcV^ Captain

Hawkins retired to Saltash, where he continued until Feb,

1807, vvhen he was dragged from his home and tried by a

court-martial " for cruelty and oppression, unbecoming the

character of an officer exercised by him, or caused by him to

be exercised towards und upon William Davie (a seaman be-

longing to the Dispatch), and for negligence and inattention

to the state and condition of the said man, as a sick person

I

Sec Xar. Hist. 2d edit., Vol. IV. p. \W.\, t.t scq.

SUPPL. P;
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under his command," as set forth in two anonymous letters,

written by Thomas Thompson, late Master of that sloop, and

addressed to Earl Spencer, H. M. Principal Secretary of State

for the Home Department.

As the minutes of this court-martial have long been before

the public, it may appear superfluous for us to say more than

that the charges were declared to be " scandalous and mali-

cious," arA that Captain Havvkins was consequently acquitted;

but we cannot refrain from placing on record the testimony

borne to his general character and conduct by Admiral Sir

Charles M. Pole, Bart., who addressed a letter to the Judge

Advocate, of which the following is a copy :

" Chandos Street, Cavtndish Square, Feb. !), I8O7.

" Sir,—Having understood that Captain Hawkina was to be tried by a

court-martial, now assembling at Portsmouth, on charges of oppression and

cruelty to those under his command, it was my intention (if the business

of the borough of Plymouth had not intervened) to have offered myself as

a most willing and anxious witness to his general character and conduct for

near 20 years ; to have declared on oath, if I had been permitted, that Cap*

tain Hawkins served with me from the year 17SC, as Mate and Lieutenant,

and scarcely ever out of ray knowledge of his behaviour and conduct, un-

til the day of his promotion, from the Royal George, in 1798. In the whole

of that period, his character and conduct was that of a most humane, con-

siderate, and benevolent officer, zealously attentive to the sick and suffering

seamen; and I should have further declared on oath, if I had been allowed,

thut he is almost the last man in the service, against whom luch an accu-

sation could have o})taincd credit with those who have known him best.

" I am not aware that I could have presumed to say more on this sub-

ject, even if I had attended the co art-martial, as I know nothing of the pre-

sent evidences ; but it is a duty I jwe to Captain Hawkins to declare, that

his mind must be entirely changed, if be is not aa benevolent and kind to

the sick as any officer in the British navy ever was. I have the honor to

be, &c. (Signed) " Cii. M. Pole."

" Mo$et Greetham, Esq."

Capt 'in Hawkins afterwards held an appointment in the

sea-fencible service, and we lastly find him commanding the

prison -ships at Plymouth.

fUPPL. PART I.
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RICHARD TURNER HANCOCK, Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1789, promoted to the rank of

Commander in 1800, and posted Sept. 25, 1806. He subse-

quently served as flag-captain to Rcar-Admiral the Hon. Mi-

chael De Courcy, on the South American station.

JAMES MURRAY NORTHEY, Esq.

This officer received his first conimission April 23, 17H3
;

and he was senior Lieutenant of the Salisbury 50, Captain

William Mitchell, when that ship was wrecked on the Isle dc

Vache, St. Domingo, May 13, 1706*. His promotion to tlio

rank of Commander took place in the year 1800.

Captain Northey was subsequently appointed to the Liitinc,

prison-ship, and Curlew sloop of war ; the former employed

on the Mediterranean station, the latter in the North Sea. In

1807, we find him regulating the Impress service at Limerick.

He obtained post rank Sept. 25, 1806 ; and the out'pension

of Greenwich Hospital July 31, 1822.

Agents,—Messrs. Clementson.

CHARLES PHILIP BUTLER BATEMAN, Esq.

Was promoted to a Lieutenancy in 1705, made u Com-
mander in 1802, and advanced to post rank Sept. 25, 1806.

During the late war he commanded the Bonetta of 14 guns,

Gannet 16, Scipion 74, Revenge 7^, and Stately 64.

Agents,—Messrs. Cooke and Halfords.

MAURITIUS ADOLPHUS NEWTON DE STARCK, Esq.

Equerry to His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex.

Is a son of the late Charles Sigismond, Baron de Starck (an

officer in the Imperial Austrian army, previous to his settling

• The officers and crew of tlie Salisbury were saved by a French iniin of

war, and detained as prisoners for a considerable perioil.
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ill England, in 1753), by Martha, sister to the late Admiral

Sir Chaloner Ogle, Bart., to the late Dr. Ogle, Dean of Win-
chester, and to Mrs. Grey, of Southwick, grand-mother of

tlie present Earl Grey *.

This officer entered the royal navy as a Midshipnian on

board the Barfleur 98, bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral Bar-

rington, in June 1780 ; from which ship he was removed into

the Ambuscade of 32 guns, commanded by the Hon. Captain

Conway (afterwards Lord Hugh Seymour), under whom he

served in that frigate, and the Latona 38, until the peace of

1783. An account of the Latona's proceedings whilst assist-

ing at the relief of Gibraltar, 1782, is given in theNav.Chron.

Vol. II. p. 360 et seq. A brief sketch of her gallant Captain's

services will be found at p. 157 etseq. of this volume.

We next find Mr. de Starck placed under the care of Cap-

tain the Hon. James Luttrell, then commanding the Ganges

74. On leaving th.it ship he proceeded to the coast of Africa,

in the Grampus 50, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore

Edward Thompson f ; and on his return from thence he ap-

pears to have joined the Irresistible 74, Commodore Sir An-

drew Snupe Hamond, Bart. J, in which ship he continued

until 1786; when he removed into the Pearl 32, command-

ed by the Hon. Seymour Finch, with whom he remained un-

til that frigate was put out of commission. During the Spa-

nish armament, Mr. de Starck served, in the Canada 74,

under J^)rd Hugh Seymour, by whose recommendation he was

promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, Nov. 22, 1790.

With the exception of his receiving an appointment to the

Salisbury 50, and being obliged to quit that ship tiirough ill

health, we now lose sight of Lieutenant de Starck till 1797>

when, having volunteered his services to assist in suppressing

the disgraceful nuiliuy at tlic Nore, he was appointed to com-

mand the Eclipse gun-l^rig, armed for that purpose with lo ig

Dutch 24-poundcrs and heavy •arronadcs, and manned v/itU

volunteers, part of whom were soldiers.

• Buron tlti Starck died in I77<>.

t Sec Vol. I., pp. 390 and .Sin.

jScc Vol. II. Part I, p. oy.
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During the ensuing seven years, Lieutenant de Starck suc-

cessively commanded the Suvvarow armed lugger, Liberty

brig, and Milbrook schooner ; in which latter vessel he was

frequently engaged with the enemy, both on the coasts of

France and Spain*. In Sept. 1801, he captured the Baptista

Spanish privateer, of 8 S"ns, with a cargo of prize butter

;

and shortly afterwards repelled a night attack made upon the

Milbrook by some gun-bouts, near Gibraltar, one of which

opened her fire before she was discovered, but sheered off, on

receiving a broadside, which was supposed to have proved

fatal to her, as she disappeared in an instant, although then

nearly alongside of the British schooner.

In Aug. 1802, Lieutenant de Starck paid off the Milbrook,

but re-commissioned her for Channel service, on receiving a

promise of early promotion from Earl St. Vincent, to whom
our present most gracious monarch hud condescended to write

a letter in his favor, at the recommendation of H. R. H. the

Duke of Sussex, with whose friendship and patronage he has

been honored for many years.

Lieutenant de Starck's zealous and energetic conduct on

all occasions is noticed in a letter from Rear-Admiral Robert

Montague to Lord Keith, dated Oct. 29, 1803, of which the

following is a copy

:

"My Lord,—Herewith f enclose a letter from Captuin Brenton, of H. I\I.

sloop Merlin, stating the dntruction of the French lugger privateer les

Sept Freres. The conduct of Lieutenant (Henry Clement) Thompson, and

the people serving under him, merits approbation; and Lieutenant du

Starck, of the Milbrook, appears to have exemplitied the zeal and encriry

wltich invariably attach to his character. The Milbrook was struck se-

veral times by shot, but not dumuged, and will proceed upon service this

evening. I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " Rohert Montagu."

Extract from Captain E. P. Brenton*s letter, dated off'

Dunkirk, Oct. 28, 1803.

"To the judicious and seamanlike conduct of Lieutenant de Starck, Tarn

not only indebted for cutting off the enemy's retreat into Caltus, but aUo

i

fkdes.

The Milbrook was a very fine vessel, mounting 16 18>pounder carron-
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for bringing uU the boats on board in safety after the service was performed

Tlie lu^^^cr went on shore about half a mile to the westward of Gravelinea

;

Lieutenant de Starck ancltored tlic Milbruok witliin inutiket-shut of her,

and in tlie evening a heavy fire was opened upon hini from the shore with

some ficld-picoe.s, which, however, did no sort of daumge, and I am happy

to say, that on our side not a man was Imrt."

The subject of this memoir obtained the rank of Com-
mander May 1, 1804

J
and his commission was one of the

last signed by Eurl St. Vincent, as First Lord of the Admi-

ralty.

On this occasion, Captain de Starck was appointed to the

Hound sloop of war, then at Jamaica ; but the late Viscount

Melville permitted him to exchange into the Tartarus bomb,

on the Downs station, which vessel he continued to command
until she was ordered to undergo repair, and a change of

equipment, when he was superseded at his own request.

During Lord Howick's naval administration. Captain de

Starck obtained the command of a very fine brig j the Avon,

mounting sixteen 32-pounder carronades and two long sixes.

In that vessel he was employed on Channel service until or-

dered to accompany the Neva, a Russian man of war, from

Spithead to the Baltic.

The Neva had recently returiied from a voyage of disco<

very, and hostilities had then commenced between Alexander

and Napoleon ; consequently it was not considered prudent

for her to proceed to Russia without the escort of u British

vessel. For the performance of this friendly office, the Czar

presented Captain de Starck with a breakfast service of plate,

and a purse of 100 guineas. • f .

On her return from the Baltic, the Avon was selected to

carry out Mr. (now Lord) Erskine, H. M. Minister to the

United States of America, on which service she proceeded in

the autumn of 1806, contending with contrary winds nearly

the whole of her voyage to Chesapeake bay.

When in lat. 39° 20^ N. and long. 35" 49' W., Captain de

Starck fell in with the Regulus French 74, by which ship he

was chased for eight hours, right before the wind j his pursuer

within gun-shot, and repeatedly firing upon him. Fortu-

nately, a violent squall suddenly came on, of which ke
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promptly availed himself by hauling up several points, unper-

ceived by the enemy, who ran so far to leeward before the

weather cleared up that she was then scarcely visible*.

Having thus skilfully escaped from further annoyance. Cap-

tain de Starck pursued his voyage with all poasible expedi-

tion, and landed Mr. Erskine at Annapolis Royal, on the 3()th

October. Returning from thence, he fell in with an English

74, the Captain of which ship sent him to Bermuda, with in-

structions to place himself under the orders of Vice-Admiral

Berkeley, commander-in-chief on the Halifax station, by

whose directions he was shortly after ordered to c.ivry home

the intercepted despatches of Mons. Villaumez, which luul

been taken out of an American vessel examined by the xVvon,

on her passage from the Chesapeake.

Captain de Starck arrived at Spithead on the 14th Jan.

I8O7 ; and was soon afterwards superseded, in consequence

of his having been promoted to post rank on the 25th Sept.

preceding. A change of ministry taking place about the same

period, he was doomed to the mortification of continuing on

shore during the remainder of the war, notwithstanding an

appointment to a frigate had actually been promised him as a

reward for his adroit conduct in escaping from the Regulus,

whereby his Majesty's representative was secured from any

indignity with which an implacable enemy might have felt

disposed to treat him.

The highly respectable gentleman whose services we have

been describing, was the original inventor of the now well-

known method of projecting a rope by means of powder and

shot, the practicability of which contrivance he proved by re-

peated cxp'erimcnts made on the river Thames, in 1/89. A

description of Captain de Starck's apparatus, and a plate

fihewing the manner in which he used it, will be found in

the valuable work published by Rear-Admiral Ekins, on the

Bubject of " Naval Battlcsf."

• Tlic Rcffuhis wn9 one of tlie French sqimdron mpntioned at p. fiS ct

leif. of this volume ; and when met hy Captain de Starck she was returuini{

home from the coast of America.

t Sec also our memoir of Captahi Henry Hope, C. U.
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Captain de Starck is likewise the author of a monody on

the late Lord Nelson, which was publicly recited on the stage

of the Richmond theatre, Dec. 3, 1805, and very much ap-

plauded, the news of the great victory off Trafalgar, and of

the hero's death, having only arrived a few days before. Thia

little poem concludes with the following patriotic invocation

and very just prediction:

—

" Then, O my countrymen ! whose griefs deplore

" Your dear, illustrious Nelson, now no more
j

" Cherish the precept his example gave,—
" Let honor prompt, and virtue make you brave

;

" And when your country's wrongs your swords demand,
" Serve with a willing heart and ready hand

:

" Oh ! give your utmuut aid—your latest breath,

" And, true ' to England's glory, smile in death.'

" So shall renown adorn your storied page,

" And humbled France no more your arms engage

;

" And golden eras iron years subdue,

" The world breathe peace, and owe that peace to you»."

The subject of this memoir married, 1st, Miss Houghton,

of Bramerton, co. Norfolk ; in right of whom, during her life,

he was possessed of a considerable estate in that county

:

2ndly, Aug. 30, 1807, Miss Kent, niece to the late Sir Tho-

nuis Kent, which lady had the honor to be given away by his

Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, by whom Captain de

Starck has recently been appointed one of H. R. H.'s equer-

ries, a distinction the more flattering as it was conferred by

that illustrious personage without any solicitation on the part

of our gallant and deserving ofUcer.

Agmts,—Messrs. Clementson.

^:?t;(

WILLIAM COOK, Esq

Was made a Commander May 8, 1801 j and piomoted to

post rank Sept. 25, 1806.

* Sec Ormc's Graphic History of the Lifo, Exploits, and DMth of Nik-

son, p. 66 et 1^1,
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ARTHUR LYSAGHT, Esq.

Sbrved as a Midshipman under the late Vice-Admiral

Rainier ; was made a Lieutenant into la Chiffone frigate, on

the East India station
; promoted to the rank of Commander,

Jan. 22, 1806; and posted Sept. 25, in the same year. He
subsequently commanded the Jamaica 24.

Captain Lysaght married, in 1813, Caroline, daughter of

Thomas Cuming, of Camden Place, Bath, Esq. which lady

died in 1825.

Agents.—Messrs. Stilvvell.

HON. JOSCELINE PERCY.

Thk antiquity of the Percy family is too well-known to re-

quire any particular notice thereof in a work of this descrip-

tion ; we shall therefore merely state, that the officer now be-

fore us is the fourth son of the present Earl of Beverley, and

a first cousin to his Grace the Duke of Northumberland j he

is consequently more or less connected with many of the most

ancient and dignified families in the British peerage.

The Hon. Josceline Percy was born Jan. 29, 1784. He
entered the royal navy in 1797, served his time as a Midship-

man on board the Sans Pareil 80, bearing the flag of Lord

Hugh Seymour ; and Amphion frigate, commanded by Cap-

tain Richard Henry Alexander Bennett
; passed his exami-

nation for a Lieutenancy in April 1803 j and received his first

commission from Lord Nelson, about Sept. in the same year.

On leaving Nelson's flag-ship, Lieutenant Percy joined the

Medusa frigate, commanded by Captain (now Sir John) Gore,

with whom ho contiimed until 1 805 j when he was removed

into the Diadem C4, bearing the broad pendant of Sir Home
Popham, in which ship he assisted at the capture of Cape

Town and its dependencies, Jan. 1806*.

* Ste Vdl. I. note at p. 623.
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Immediately after that conquest, Lieutenant Percy was ap-

pointed to the command of I'Espoir brig ; and on the very

same day, Jan. 13, Sir Home Popham wrote an official letter

to the Admiralty, informing their Lordships that he had sent

him to take possession of the Bato, a Dutch 68, in Simon's

bay ; and, if possible, to move her into safety, as she was to-

tally abandoned, and it was " strongly reported that the

enemy had not completely succeeded in his attempt to destroy

her."

This "strong report," we conclude, must have caused

great disappointment to Captain Percy ; for, on his arrival in

Simon's bay, he found nothing more than an absolute wreck

on which to hoist his pendant ; and as I'Espoir had sailed for

England with the commodore's despatches, he certainly would

have had no other alternative than that of returning home as

a passenger, or of serving as a volunteer during the subse-

quent expedition against Buenos Ayres, had not the very

unexpected capture of a fine French frigate enabled Sir Home
Popham to give him another command. The manner in

which that opportunity was afforded will be leen by his com-

modore's public letter, dated on board the Diadem, in Table

bay, Mar. 4, 1806 :—
" At 9 o'clock this morning, a ship was discovered coining from the

southward, under a press of sail, and soon after two more, one of which

the signal station on the Lion Rump reported to be of the line, and an

enemy ; upon which I directed the Diomede and Leda to slip, and keep on

tlie edge of the south-easter which bad partially set in on the east side of

the bay-

"At 11, the headmost ship hoisted French colours, and stood towards

the Diadem ; and, by this time, I was satisfied, from the judicious manoeu-

vres of the ships in the offing, that they could be no other than the Rai-

sonable and Narcissus*.

" At noon, the French ship passed within hail of the Diadem, when we
changed our colours from Dutch to Englisii, and directed her to strike,

which she did immediately, and I sent the Hon. Captain Percy, who was

serving with me as a volunteer, to take possession of her. She proved to

*, 'i

r"^'

* A 64-gun ship and a frigate, commanded by Captains Josias Rowley
and Ross Donnelly, who were then on their return from False bay to the

cummodore's anchorage.
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be la VoloDtuIrc frigate, of nearly 1100 tons, and mounting 46 guns, with

a complement of 360 mer> on board.

" I congratulate their I'lrdehips thai, by this capture, detachmeuts of the

Queen'3 and 54th regiments, consisting of 217 men, who were taken in

two transports, in the bay of Biscay, arc restored to his Majesty's service."

Previous to Sir Home Popham's departure for South Ame-

rica, la Volontaire was manned with as many sailors as could

be spared from the squadron, and sent to St. Helena for the

purpose of affording protection to the homeward bound In-

diamen, provided that she could be rendered sufficiently

effective, by a small levy on each ship, and the additional aid

of some troops, to take charge of such a fleet. The assistance

which her commander received from the officer in charge of

the lute Dutch garrison, has been noticed at p. 618 of Vol. II.

Part II.

Captain Percy's post commission bears date Sept. 25,

1806 ; and in the following year we find him commanding

the Comus 22, which ship formed part of the squadron under

Sir Samuel Hood, at the occupation of Madeira, Dec. 26,

1807.

In 1808, Captain Percy was appointed to la Nymphe fri-

gate, on the Lisbon station, from whence he conveyed Ge-

neral Junot to Rochelle, after the convention of Cintra*. In

1810, he commissioned the Hotspur of 42 guns ; and on the

1st Sept. 1811, he appears to have displayed very great zeal

and ability in the presence of the Cherburgh squadron, which

he decoyed nearly into mid-channel, hoping to keep them in

play until the arrival of the blockading force under Captain

Pulteney Malcolm. On this occasion he allowed the enemy

to approach so near to the Hotspur that the first shot from

her bow-chaser, fired M'hen they gave up the pursuit, went

through the main-sail of their centre ship ; and he continued

to harass them until they regained their anchorage, which

was only about a quarter of an hour before the British squa-

dron cume up with him. The following is a copy of his offi-

cial letter to Captain Malcolm, reporting the result of an

attack \ipon seven French brigs, each mounting 3 long 24-

See Vol. I. note at p. 432.
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pounders and 1 mortar, with a complement of 'Jb men, near

the Calvados rocks, on the coast of Normandy, seven days

after the above rencontre >—
" Sir,—In obedience to your order of yesterday, I joined the Barbadoes

and Goshawk, off Calvados; and deeininw the destruction of the enemy's

force practicable, particularly us my pilot assured nie that he could take

the ship within pistol-shot without any risk, I immediately proceeded to

attack them. At 6 P. M,, when within gun-shot, the ship unfortunately

grounded, which prevented their complete destruction. I however suc-

ceeded in sinking one, and driving two on shore. The Barbadoes had

driven one on shore the day before ; but having her broadside to us, she kept

up as heavy a fire as the others.

" From the Hotspur being aground for four hours, and the whole of

the enemy's fire from the brigs, a battery, and some field-pieces being di-

rected upon her, I am sorry to say, that we have lost, in the performance

of this service, 2 midsiiipmen and 3 seamen killed, and 22 seamen and ma-

rines wounded; we have also received considerable damage in our hull,

masts, and rigging.

" Captains Rushworth and Lilburn* rendered me every assistance in their

power, with boats, hawsers, &c. but, from our situation, they could not

succeed in drawing the enemy's fire from the Hotspur.

" I cannot find words sufhoiently strong to express my approbation of

the conduct of every oflScer and man in H. M. ship under my command;

their steady and active conduct, under a heavy raking fire for four hours, ia

deserving the highest praise. I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) "Josceline Pekct."

Whilst employed on the Channel station, Captain Percy

captured I'lmperatrice Reine, French ship letter of marque,

pierced for 20 guns, with a complement of 50 men ; and the

Cbesapeake, American schooner, of 5 guns and 29 men.

In 1813, the Hotspur was ordered to Rio Janeiro, and sent

from thence to Buenos Ayres, on which station Captain

Percy continued for a period of two years. He returned to

England, and was put out of commission at the close of 1815.

Captain Percy married, in Dec. 1820, Elizabeth, third

daughter of Morton Walhouse, of Hetherton, co. Stafford,

Esq. His brother, the Hon, William Henry Percy, was made
a Post-Captain in 1812.

• Captains Edward Rushworth, of the Barbadoes 2H, and James Lilburn,

of the Goshawk brig, had been sent to intercept the above vessels on their

way from Boulogne to Chcrburgli.
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HON. ANTHONY MAITLAND.
j4 Companion o/the Most Honorable Military Order 9/ the Bath, and

M. P. for the County of Berwick.

Second son of James Earl of Lauderdale, K. T. by

Eleanofj only daughter of Anthony Todd, Esq. and nephew

to the late Lieutenant-General the Right Hon. Sir Thomas

Maitland) G. C. B. Governor of Malta, &c. &c.*

This officer was born June 10, 1785 ; and we first find him

serving as a Midshipman on board the Medusa frigate, bearing

the Aug of Lord Nelson, by whom he is said to have " parti-

cularly distinguished himself" at the attack of the Boulogne

flotilla, in Aug. 1801 j on which occasion he was severely

wounded. His commission as a Lieutenant bears date Feb.

2, 1805 J
he obtained the rank of Commander May 6, 1806;

and was made a Post-Captain Sept. 25, in the same year.

Captain Maitland's first appointment was to the Arrogant,

an old worn out 74, stationed at Bombay as a guard-ship and

sheer-hulk, the command of which he assumed early in 1807-

During the latter part of the war he commanded the Pique

frigate, on the West India station, and there captured the

Hawk, American privateer of 5 guns and G8 men. In 1816,

he was appointed to the Glasgow 50, which ship formed part

of Lord Exmouth's squadron at Algiers, and sustained consi-

derable damage on that glorious occasion. Her loss consisted

of 10 killed and 37 wounded.

Captain Maitland was nominated a C. B. Sept. 21, 1816;

and re-appointed to the Glasgow Aug. 21, 1817. He returned

home from the Mediterranean station, and paid off his fine

frigate, in Mar. 1821.

* Sir Thomas Maitland was the cominanding officer of a military detach-

ment serving on board the Monarca 68, one of the squadron under Sir Ed-

ward Hughes in the battle off Cuddalore, June 20, 1783—6ee Vol.. I. last

par. of the note at p . 420.
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HON. GRANVILLE PROBY.

Second eurviving eon of John Joshua, Earl of Carysfort,

K. P. by Elizabeth, only daughter of the Right Hon. Sir

William Osborne, of Newtown, co. Tipperary, Bart.

This officer waa wounded when serving as a Midshipman

on board the Foudroyant, at the capture of le Guillaume Tell,

a French 80-gun ship, in Mar. 1800*. His promotion to the

rank of Lieutenant took place Oct. 24, 1804 j and his post

commission bears date Nov. 28, 1806. He subsequently

commanded the Iris, Laurel, and Amelia frigates, on the

Channel, Cape of Good Hope, and Mediterranean stations.

Captain Proby married. May 6, 1818, Isabella, daughter

of Colonel the Hon. Hugh Howard, and niece to the Earl

of Wicklow. His eldest brother. Lord Proby, captain of

the Amelia, died of the yellow fever, at Surinam, in Aug.

1804.

Agent.—M'Inerheny, Esq.

RIGHT HON. GRANVILLE GEORGE WALDEGRAVE,
LORD RADSTOCK.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

Eldest son of the late Admiral Lord Radstock, G. C. B.f

;

was born Sept. 24, 1/86; made a Lieutenant July 20, 1804;

and promoted to the rank of Commander Jan. 22, 1806.

At the close of the latter year we find him commanling the

Minorca brig, in which vessel he captured a Spanisu p ivateer

of 4 guns, a royal packet from Tangier bound to Tariffa,

and one or two merchantmen. His post commission bears

date Feb. 16, 1807.

Captain Waldegrave'e next appointment was to the Thames

32, in which frigate he appears to have been very actively

employed on the Mediterranean station. The first service of

* See Vol. I. p. 778, aad note t at the bottom of ditto,

t See Vol. I. p. 66, et teq. t
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importance perfoFiMed under his directions is descrilud in the

following letter :

—

" H. M. S. Thames, Gulph of St. Evphemia, July 2G, 181(1.

" Sin,—A convoy of thirty-one vessels, laden with stores and provisions

for Murat's army at Scylla, together with seven large gun-boats and five

scampavias protecting them, have wholly fallen into our hands. This is

an event of such importance at the present moment, and the circumstances

attending the capture arc so highly honorable to the officers and men em-

ployed on this service, that I may l)o allowed to detail the particulars.

" At day-light yesterday morning, standing along this coast with the

Pilot (brig), I saw the Weazle (of 18 guns) off Amanthea, with the signal

for a convoy in that direction. The enemy, on seeing us, hauled the ves-

sels high on the beach, under the town, where they vvere flanked by two

small batteries, while the gun-boats and scampavias were drawn up in a

line for their protection. Being nearly calm, it was two (o'clock) before

we closed, this ship and the two brigs in a close line ; then running along

within grape, drove the enemy from their vessels and anchored. Captain

(Henry) Prescott shewed the example of pushing off with his boats ; I in-

stantly supported him with ours and the Pilot's, under the orders of Lieu-

tenant (Edward) (Collier, first of this ship. The marines vvere landed under

Lieutenant David M'Adam, R. M. to cover the seamen launching the ves-

sels ; the ships all the time firing on the batteries, and wherever musketry

was collected to oppose the party on shore : for the enemy had not only

thrown up an embankment outside the vessels to prevent our getting them

off, but also one within them to afford shelter for the numerous troops col-

lected, who, when driven from their entrenchments, still annoyed us

greatly from the walla of the town.

" At length every difficulty was surmounted, and by six o'clock all the

vessels were brought off, except one laden with bread, which was burnt

;

if we have not now possession of her, and the others destroyed as per list,

it is only from their having been too much shattered by our destructive fire

to float.

" By the result of this successful attack, you will judge l)etter than

from any thing I could add, what must have been the conduct of every in-

dividual. Gratified as I feel at an opportunity of testifying the gallantry

and zeal of Captain Prescott, Captain (JohnToup) Nicolas, and Lieutenant

Collier, together with all the officers and crews of the ships, more particu-

larly those in the boats, for their sakes I cannot help regretting it should

not have fallen to their lot to have been under the command of one, whose

testimony would have greater weight in eosuring them the applause and

reward to which such conduct so justly entitles them. I have the honor to

be, &c. (Signed) " 0. G. Waldeorave."
" Rear-Admiral George Martin, dfc. ^c. SfC."
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The vessels taken consisted of six gun-boats, mounting 4

long IS-pounders and 2 urass 36-poundera ; two scampa-

vias, each carrying a long brass gun ; one pinnace armed with

swivels, &c. ; and twenty-eight transports. The other gun-

boat, scampavias, and transports were destroyed, as stated in

Captain Waldegrave's letter. The loss sustained by the

British was only 1 marine killed and 6 men wounded. That

of the enemy could not be ascertained ; but 14 prisoners and

deserters were brought off on this occasion. The following is

a list of the gentlemen who were employed in the boats of

the Thames and her consorts :

Thames—Lieutenants Edward Collier and Francis Molesworth ; Messrs.

Matthew Liddon, Christopher Wyvill, John Veal, John Murray, the Hon.

Trefusis Cornwall, and William Wilkinson, Midshipmen.

ffenzlc—Captain Henry Prescott, and Lieutenant Thomas John James

William Davis ; Messrs. George Cayme (the Master) ; William Holmes,

and John Goldin^, Midshipmen.

Pilot.—Lieutenants Francis Charles Annesley and George Penruddocke

;

and Mr. Thomas Leigh, Master's-Mate.

For their gallantry in the command of the boats, Captain

Prescott and Lieutenant Collier were both promoted, and

their commissions dated back to the day on which this service

was executed.

To shew the importance attached to the gallant exploit at

Amanthea, vre shall here introduce some extracts from the

newspapers of that period. '

" London, Thursday, Sept.S, 1810.

" A Heligoland mail is arrived, with German papers to the 26th ultimo.

It appears by an article from Naples, that Murat's flotilla, even according

to his own adoiission, has at length suflfered a severe defeat. The engage-

ment took place on the 25th July, when the whole of the enemy's flotilla,

as well as the vessels under their protection, were taken and destroyed. The
convoy thus disposed of, and that which was destroyed on the 8th July, by

a brig of war (the Pilot), is acknowledged to have been indispensably ne-

cessary to complete the preparations for the invasion of Sicily ; and there-

fore we may expect to hear that that enterprise has been postponed to some

future occasion." Hampshire Telegraph, \Oth Sept. 1810.

" Reggio, Aug. 6th.—It is asserted here, that the misfortune which be-

fel the convoy of twenty sail, commanded by Captain Gorafolo, and more

particularly the unfortunate action of Amanthea, in consequence of which

Captain Carracciolo's convoy was lost, and along with it a large collection

of articles, of the utmost importance for the completion of the expedition.
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whh all the bargee destined for the cavalry, are likely to protrtkct the in-

tended descent upon Sicily for a considerable time. All the troops cutt.

centred In the environs of Bagnara and Scylla, as well as those in the camp

near Melra, have received orders to go into cantonments in the neighbour-

ing villages."

*' Hamburgh, Sept. Ist.—Letters from Naples state, that the King was

expected there, the expedition against Sicily having been postponed for an

undetermined time."

The Observer, Sept. 16, and the Times, Sept. 22, state —•" Agreeable

to information received from Naples, the capture of the two convoys

Murat alleges as the cause for his not attempting the invasion of Sicily."

On the 5th Oct. following, the boats of the Thames, as-

sisted by those of the Eclair brig, cut out ten transports, col-

lected near Agricoli, in the gulph of Salerno, and the same

number of armed feluccas were subsequently destroyed by a

detachment landed from that frigate and the Cephalus sloop

of war, as will be seen by Captain Waldegrave's hitherto un-

published letter, of which the following is a correct copy

:

" H. M. S. Thames, Gulph of Policaatro, June 17, 1811.

" Sir,—The convoy we have been so long hoping to intercept on its way

from Fizzo to Naples despairing to elude us, detached from time to time

the rowing boats singly, while ten large armed feluccas kept in a body to-

gether for their mutual support. The unremitting attention of Captain

(Augustus William JSmes) Clifford in the Cephalus, looking out to the

southward for this division, was yesterday crowned with the satisfaction of

his discovering them hauled up on the beach tmder Cetraro. He imme-

diately pushed forward, and by anchoring kept them in check at that place

until our approach. The wind failing, obliged us to tow, so that we could

not anchor until dusk. A party of 180 men was then landed under tlie

orders x)f Lieutenant (Samuel) Whiteway, first of this ship. Covered by

our fire, I had a hope he would have succeeded in launching the vessel:^

;

but their tmusiuil size and heavy cargoes rendering it impossible, com-

pelled us to bum them. This was done so effectually as only to leave me

the regret that our brave fellows could not be rewarded with the spoils

their exertions so well deserved. Captain Clifford was on shore, and with

myselfascertuned that no measures were untried to get the vessels off. The

characteristic zeal of this officer, of Lieutenants Whiteway and Morier of

this ship, and Lieutenants Richardson and Jenkins of the Cephalus, with

the petty officers, marines, and crews of the boats, was fully displayed on

shore, while Lieutenant Dawson and the few on board exerted themselves

equally by a well-directed fire for their support. Mr. Cornwall, Midship-

man, and 2 men were wounded ; but considering the numbers exposed

for two hours to a fire of musketry at twenty yards distance from the town,
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on an impendinj^ cliff, whence the darkness of the night prevented onr din-

lo(l<(infr the enemy, it is impossible not to feel grateful that no other acci-

dent has clouded this little enterprise. I have the honor to be. Sir, &c.

(Signed) " G. G. Waldeurave."
" To Rear-Adm'md Bot/les, 8(C. Sfc. tfc."

Captain Waldegrave shortly afterwards removed into the

Volontaire 38; and at the close of the same year we find him

employed watching the Toulon fleet, during the absence of Sir

Edward Pellew, and the line-of-battle ships under that officer's

orders *. When relieved from that duty, he proceeded to the

coast of Catalonia, where we find him reporting the capture

of a French privateer, laden with provisions for the garrison

of Barcelona f.

In April, 1812, the boats of the Volontaire assisted at the

capture and destruction of a French convoy, near the mouth

of the Rhone X ; and on the 23d June following, they captured

the Colombe, a national felucca, of 1 gun, 8 swivels, and 45

men, which vessel had been sent out from Marseilles pur-

posely to attack them. The next service in which they were

employed is thus described by Captain Waldegrave

:

" H. M. S. Volontaire, off Cape Croisette, Mar.3\, 1813.

" Sin,—Yesterday we perceived fourteen merchant-vessels at Morjean.

This added to the importance of the destruction of the two batteries erected

there last year, which affords so much protection to the coast.

" The night favored for embracing Lieutenant Shaw's offer of attacking

the place. The marines, under Lieutenants (William) Burton and (Harry)

Hunt, R. M., and boats of this ship, the Undaunted (frigate), and Redwing

(brig), were placed under his orders for that purpo ,e ; and this morning

justified my high confidence in him. He landed at Sormion, and marching

over the hills at day-light, carried the batteries in th^ rear, after a partial

resistance from 40 troops there. Five 36-poundcr8 in one, and two 24-

pounders in the other battery, were thrown into the sea ; one mortar was

well spiked, and all their ammunition destroyed. The boats under Lieu-

tenant (Dey Richard) Syer,' though elsewhere opposed by two field-pieces,

brought eleven vessels out, laden (principally) with oil, and destroyed one

other loaded, and two empty, which were aground. While completing the

destruction of the works, many troops arrived from Marseilles ; and the

enemy's fleet being in motion prevented further operations.

See Captain Joseph Swabey Tetlky.

f See Commander Isaac Shaw.

: See Vol. n. Part II. p. 962. , ,,!
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" Lieuteimnt Shaw's character stands so high, that his conduct on this

occasion is only what it always has been ; and such testimony as his to the

gallantry of all his companions adds to their merit ; and among them I mui-t

strongly notice Mr. C. Wyvill, Midshipman, of this ship.

" I was highly pleased at the judicious position Sir John Sinclair, in the

Redwing, had taken at day-light to cover the operation. The captures are

hardly worthy of consideration, compared to the destruction of this strniip;

post, which was doubly reinforced within these two days. Herewith I have

the honor to report the loss on both sides, and prisoners made ; the rest of

the enemy escaped p-mong the rocks . I am, &c.

(Signed) G. G. Waldegrave,"

The subsequent demolition of the above mentioned batte-

ries, and the capture of six merchant vessels, with cargoes,

by the marines and boats of the Repulse, Volontaire, Un-

dauited, and Redwing, having been fully noticed at p. 811 et

seq. of our first volume, we have only to add, that Captain

Waldegrave became a C.B. in 1815, and an Irish peer on the

demise of his father, Aug. 20, 1825 ; about two years previous

to which event, he married Esther Caroline, daughter of the

late James Puget, of Totteridge, co. Herts, Esq. His only

surviving brother is a Commander, R. N.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

iii I

HON. GEORGE CADOGAN,
A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, ami

Knight of the Austrian Military Order of Maria Theresa.

Second son of Charles Sloane, the first Earl Cadogan, by

Mary Churchill, grand-daughter of Robert, first Earl of

Orford.

This oflficer was born May 5, 1783 ; made a Lieutenant in

1802 , and advanced to the rank of Commander May 4, 1804.

On the 11th Nov. 1804, Captain Cadogan, then command-

ing the Cyane sloop of war, on the Leeward Islands station,

captured, after a running fight of half an hour, le Buonaparte

privateer brig, pierced for 22 guns, mounting 18 long French

8-pounders, with a complement of 150 men. The Cyane, on

*Britith—\ marine killed, 4 men severely wounded. /V^ncA—4 killed,

6 wounded, 17 taken pnioiien. < .v • .• -
,
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this occasion, sustained some tritiing damage in her masts

and hull, and had several men hurt by the explosion of a car-

tridge on the main-deck. Le Buonaparte was found in a

very shattered condition, having lost her fore-mast, bowsprit,

and top-masts, in a previous action with three English letters

of marque ; but no mention is made of her loss, if any, by the

Cyane's fire, in Captain Cadogan's oflicial letter.

On the 12th May, 1805, the Cyane was herself taken by

two French frigates, near Martinique ; and from that period

we find no mention of Captain Cadogan until his promotion

to post rank, Mar. 23, I8O7. In the following year he com-

manded the Crocodile frigate, and had the honor of convey-

ing Sir Arthur Wellesley from England to the peninsula.

Captain Cadogan's next appointment was to the Pallas

frigate, and in her he appears to have been very actively em-

ployed during the expedition against Antwerp. The following

mention of him is made in Commodore Owen's letter to Sir

Richard J. Strachan, reporting the evacuation of Walcheren,

in Dec. 1809.
" On the morning of the 23d, I received your letter, ac(|uaiQtin!!^ me that

you intended to quit Flushing on that day. • • • • I iimucdiately

made preparation likewise to withdraw. The hoats assembled, and era-

barked the rear-guard of the army, under the direction of the Hon. Captain

Cadogan ; whilst the few remaining guns of Vecre and Armuyden points

were rendered useless, and every other article of stores was taken off. • •

• • • * In the Hon. Captain Cadogan, of the Pallas, I found a most

Zealous second and supporter."

In 1811, Captain Cadogan commanded the Havannah of

42 guns, employed on Channel service. On the Gth Sept.

same year, observing that six chassc-marees had taken shelter

imder a battery of three Ti-pounders, on the S. W. side of the

Penmarks, he sent his first Lieutenant (the present Com-
mander William Hamley) with the boats of the frigate, to

spike the guns, and bring out or destroy the vessels, which

service was performed in a very creditable manm . Four of

the prizes taken on this occasion were laden wiU> wine and

brandy, as was also another which Lieutenaot Hamley dis-

mantled and set fire to ; the sixth vessel had nothing on board

but gait.
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Captain Cadogan was subsequently sent to the Mediterra-

nean ; and after serving for some time with the in- shore squa-

dron off Toulon, we find him proceeding up the Adriatic,

where he continued co-operating with the Imperialists until

the final expulsion of the French troops from the Austrian

territory. The following abstract will show how greatly the

enemy were annoyed by the officers and men of the Havan-

nah, previous to the surrender of Zara, in 1813

:

Jan. 6—A gun-boat, carrying 1 long 24-pounder and 36 men, boarded and

carried under a heavy fire of musketry from the shore ; also three merchant

vessels taken. Feb. 7—A battery of 7 guns destroyed ; two transports cap-

tured ; four gun-boats, and nineteen vessels laden with ordnance stores,

scuttled and left full of water. Mnr. 22.—A large irabacolo, mounting three

9-pounder8, taken j and a similar vessel laden with oil, burnt. Mar. 2(5—

Five armed trabacolos, and five feluccas laden with salt, the guns of which

latter vessels had been landed for their protection ; and June 27, ten armed

vessels laden with oil, captured ; and 8 guns in battery on shore destroyed.

iN. B. The preceding services were performed liy the boats and marines

of the Havannah, under the orders of her gallant first Lieutenant *.)

Jultf 18—One heavy gun-boat «tnd two trabacolos, each of the latter

ihounting 3 guns, taken ; two trabacolos of similar force, one gun-boat,

and one armed pinnace, destroyed (by the Havannah and a sloop of war, on

the coast of M&nfrciloiim).— Total, 7 gun-boats, 43 other armed vessels

and transports, 8 unarmed merchantmen, and several batteries containing

15 guns, captured, sunk, burnt, and demolished.

Captain Cadogan to Rear-Admiral Freemantle.

" H. M. S. Havannah, before Zara, Dec. 6, 1813.

" Sir,—It is with great satisfaction I have the honor to inform you,

that the fortress of Zara has this day capitulated to the combined Austrian

and English forces, after sustaining a cannonade of thirteen days from the

English batteries," (commatided by Lieutenant Hamley), " consisting of

two 32-pounder carronades, eight IS-pounders, and seven long twelves;

ai well as two howitzers worked by Anstrians.

" As the courier which conveys this information will set out immediately,

I shall defer entering into particulars until another opportunity, and con-

fine myself to the general terms granted ; which are, that the garrison arc

to march out with honors of war ; to ground their arms on the glacis, and

then to be conducted as prisoners of war, until exchanged, to the outpost:)

of the nearest French army. The outwork of the garrison to be occupied

* Captain Cadogan's official letters will be given under the head of

Commander William Hamliy.
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this evening by the Austrian troops, and the whole of the enemy to inarch

out on tlie 9th, at ten A. M.—As soon as I can make ready a copy of the

terms, I sliall have the honor of forwarding them to yoii."

Captain Cadogaii's detailed account of the operations against

Zara was never published, owing to its late arrival in Eng-

land ; but we know that that fortress had no less than 110

guns and 18 howitzers mounted, and that its garrison consisted

of veteran troops, commanded by Baron Roise, an expe-

rienced French general. Twelve gun boats were also taken

on that occasion. The following is an extract from Rear-

Admiral Freeniantle's official letter to the Admiralty, written

at Trieste, and forwarded from thence with the above hasty

despatch, overland to London :

" The judgment, perseverance, and ability shewn by Captain Cadogan,

on every occasion, will not, 1 am persuaded, escape their Lordships' obser-

vation. With the crews of a frigate and u sloop he has accomplished as

much as required the services of the squadron united at Trieste."

We much regret that it is not in our power to procure the

necessary information for entering into a further detail of this

very important service.

Captain Cadogan was nominated a C. B. in 1815 ; and the

Order of the Empress Maria Theresa was conferred upon him

nabout the same period. He married, April 4, 1810, Louisa

Honoria, sister of the first Lord Wallscourt ; and he is at

present heir presumptive to his half-brother. Earl Cadogan.

yjgents.—Messrs. Goode and Clarke.

SIR EDWARD TUCKER,
Kn'fght Cvmmander of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

Was made a Lieutenant May 21, 1709; and advanced to

the rank of Commander Jan. 22, 1807. His post commission

bears date Mar. 23, 1807. '^

We first find this ofiicer commanding the Dover frigate,

under the orders of Vice-Admiral William O'Brien Drury,

commfinder-in-chicf on the East India station ; by whom he

was entrusted with the charge of a small squadron sent to

attack the Moluccas, in 1809. Shortly after his arrival on

the coast of Java, the Dover and her boats captured two brigs,
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two sloops, one war junk, and fifteen proas, carrying alto-

gether 50 guns, 4 six-inch swivels, and 380 men.

At day-light on the 6th Feb. 1810, Captain Tucker disco-

vered two sail off Amboyna, which, after a chace of five hours,

and a defence honorable to them, struck their colours, and

ruy were found to be the Dutch national brigs of war Rembang

and Hope; the former of 18 long 6-pounders and 100 men,

the latter of 10 guns and G8 men. Captain Tucker's subse-

quent proceedings will be seen by the following extracts from

his official letter, addressed to Vice-Admiral Drury, on the

20fch of the same month.
" Sin,—Since my letter of the Sth instant, acquainting your Excellency

with the capture of the Dutch brigs of war Renahang and Hope, by H. M. S.

Dover, under my command, the services of the force under my orders,

• and the capture of Amboyna, reqtiire that I should enter into a detail

thereof.

" I have, therefore, to inform your Excellency, that being joined on the

9th by H. M. S. Comwallis, and a Dutch sloop of war which she had taken*,

I proceeded immediately up the harbour of Amboyna, and anchored in

LiBtitia bay, from whence we were enabled to examine tolerably well the

numerous batteries erected since the English restored the island in 180.'i,

on the different heights commanding the fort and anchorage of Victoria, as

well as the anchorage of Portuguese bay.

"These anchorages are also further protected by the fort of Victoria,

the sea-face of which is extremely strong ; a battery close on the beach,

well to the right of the fort, mounting four 12 pounders, one S-pounder,

two 6-pounders, and one brass 32-pounder ; and a heavy battery built upon

piles, far out in the sea, mounting nine 12-puunderd and one brass 32-

pounder.

" On the morning of the 16th, the plan of attack was determined upon,

in consultation with Captains Montagu and (Richard) Spencer of the

royal navy" (the latter commanding H. M. sloop Samarang); Captain M.

H. Court, of the Hon. E. I. Company's coast artillery, commanding the

troops ; and Captains Phillips and Forbes, of the Madias European re-

gimentt. ...•,. ..<;>;.

• The Mandarine of 16 guns and G6 men, captured on the 3d Feb. A
detachment landed from the Comwallis had previously destroyed the Dutch

fort at Doolo Combo, on the island of Celebes ; and the boats of that frigate

iuxil made a very spirited and successful attack upon a brig lying under thu

fort at Manippa ; the particulars of which services will be given in our

memoir of Captain William Augustus Montagu, C. D.

t The Dover, Comwallis, and Samarang I)eing very deficient of marines,
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" The arrangements for the attack were, tliat 401 officers and men, se-

lected a8 per margin , under the command of Captain Court, should be

landed a little to the riglit of Portuguese bay, and advance immediately to

the attack of the batteries on the heights commanding that anchorage, as

well as the town and fort of Victoria ; and that, at the same time, the ships

should commence their attack on the fort and such butteries as they could

be !)rought to bear upon : about 2 P. M., the l)oats being all out, and every

thing in readiness for landing the party selected for that service, the ships

were got under weigh, and stood across the buy, with the apparent inten-

tion of working out to sea ; but, by keeping the sails lifting, and other ma-
noeuvres, we contrived to drift in towards the spot fixed upon for a landings

at the same time keeping the boats on the opposite side of the ships, so as

not to be perceived by the enemy.
" Upon a nearer approach the preparative signal was made to bear up

and sail large ; the ships bore up together with a fine breeze, and passing

within a cable's length of the landing-place, slipped all the boats at the

same moment per signal. The troops, seamen, and marines were instantly

landed, and formed agreeably to the directions issued by Captain Court, to

whose report of their further proceedings I beg leave to refer your Ex-

cellency.

" The ships immediately commenced an attack upon the fort and sur-

rounding batteries, which was continued without intermission for two hours

and a half, by which time, having drifted very close in, exposed to a very

heavy fire, particularly from the heights on the left of the town, with red

hot shot, and the object of the attack being accomplished by the unex-

ampled intrepidity of the troops, seamen, and marines, in storming and

gaining possession of the heights commanding Portuguese bay, I took ad<

vantage of a spirt of wind off the land, and ordered the ships to anchor."

Before we proceed with Captain Tucker's narrative, it may
not be amiss to shew in what manner the heights command-

ing Portuguese bay were carried by the detachment under

Captain Court, from whose letter we shall therefore draw the

necessary extracts.

" The advanced party under Captain Phillips, consisting of 30 rank and

file of the second battalion of artillery, the detachment of royal marines

from H. M. S. Dover, one company of the Madras European regiment, and

a party of seamen from the Dover, in all about IHO men, was directed to

attack the battery at Wannctoo, situated on the top of a small hill, of u

most commanding height and position, and defended by five 12-pounder8,

Vice-Admiral Drury had requested the supreme government to lend the

services of a detachment of artillery and two companies from one of the

native regiments, which was immediately attended to.

• Dover 85, Cornwallis 106, Samarang 35, troops 176.

Mi' «' .
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two S-pounders, two 6-pounders, and two 5i-inch brass howitzers. Thii,

the most advanced post of the enemy, and commanding the shore at Por-

tuguese bay, was attacked with that gallantry, promptitude, and judgment,

which were to be expected from the exertions and talents of that distin*

guished officer Captain Phillips, and was immediately carried, notwithstand-

ing the determined opposition of the enemy, who had two officers killed, and

one desperately wounded, after the entrance of our party into the battery.

" Under the able directions of Lieutenant Duncan Stuart" (commanding

the 30 artillerymen), " who, although wounded, continued at his post, three

of the guns were immediately brought to bear upon the enemy in his re-

treat, and subsequently upon the pust at Batter Gantong, which had opened

a fire upon our troops at Wannetoo on their taking possession thereof

" With the remaining force, I proceeded along the heights to turn the

enemy's position at Batter Gantong, situated about 1500 yards distant

from, and nearly on the same level with that at Wannetoo, and which com-

manded the town of Amboyna and Fort Victoria This party endured with

the greatest spirit and patience a most fatiguing and troublesome march,

ascending and descending hills over which there was no road, and many of

them so extremely steep as to require the assistance of the bushes for the

m^n to get up and down by. Their toils were, however, rewarded by our

reaching, a little after sun-set, an eminence which effectually commanded

the enemy, and by the satisfaction we experienced on finding that we bad

pursued the only mode of attack' against this post which admitted a proba-

bility of success, otherwise than by a great sacrifice of lives. The enemy,

who were collected in some numbers, retired immediately we were per-

ceived on the heights above them, and we entered the battery without op-

position, where we found four 12-pounders and one 9-pounder. • • « • •

Our loss in obtaining these advantages was trifling, in comparison with the

importance of their consequences, and considering the obstacles we had to

surmount. •••••• Lieutenant Jefferies, of the royal navy" (com-

manding the Dover's s<eamen), " received a contusion in the breast, from

a spent grape-shot ; but I am happy to say, the service was at no period

deprived of his valuable assistance *. It is but justice to the royal marines,

troops, and seamen, to make known to you the steadiness with which they

advanced against Wannetoo, under a heavy fire of grape and musketry : not

a shot was fired until they reached the breastwork of the battery. Such a

testimony of their valour and conduct, while highly honorable to the royal

marines and troops, must reflect more than ordinary credit upon the sea-

men.' • • • •

(Signed) " Major Henry Court."
" During the night" (continues Captain Tucker) " 40 men were landed

from the Samarang, and 2 field-pieces from the Dover, under the direction

* The total lojs on shore was 4 killed and 1 1 wounded.
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of Captain Spencer, who volunteered on this occasion, and succeeded in

^ettinji{ the guns up the heif^hts, over a very heavy and difficult ground.

" Day-light on the I7th shewed the very great advantage obtained over

the enemy in the attack of the preceding day, as he had abandoned in the

night the battery on the l)each, as well as the water-battery; both of which

being very low, had much annoyed the shipping. Shortly after some shells

were thrown from the fort at our positions on the heights, without doing

any injury, while the shot from our batteries in return, were seen to have

considerable effect.

" This decided superiority, and the ships being ready to advance again,

induced me, after landing and examining with Captain Court the strength

of our positions, to send in a summons ; and, in consequence, terms were

submitted by the commandant of Amboyna, for the surrender of the island

;

and after some alteration the articles of capitulation were agreed to.

" At nine o'clock on the morning of the 19th, the force originally landed

under Captain Court marched in and took possession of Fort Victoria for

his Majesty, the enemy having previously laid down their arms on the

esplanade, when the British union was hoisted under a royal salute from

the fort and shipping.

" I beg leave to congratulate your Excellency on the acquisition of this

important colony, defended by 130 Europeans, and upwards of 1000 Ja-

vanese and Madurese troops, exclusive of the officers and crews of three

vessels sunk in the inner harbour, many of which are Europeans, amount-

ing to 220 men, aided by the Dutch inhabitants and burghers, who were

stationed in the batteries on this very formidable line of defence. I trust

it will appear, that the characteristic coolness and bravery of British sea-

men and soldiers have seldom shone forth with greater lustre than on this

occasion, in the intrepid conduct displayed by the handful of brave mea
which I have had the honor and good fortune to command." ••••••
On taking possession of fort Victoria, and the batteries on

the heights to the right and left thereof, it was found that they

contained no less than 215 pieces of mounted ordnance, of

which number 4 were thirty-two pounders, 6 twenty-fours,

10 eightecns, 61 twelves, 36 eights, 20 sixes, aiid 18 small

mortars. The three vessels sunk in the inner harbour were,

the Dutch national brig Mandurese of 12 guns (afterwards

weighed by the British), the cutter San Pan of 10 guns, and

a cutter, name unknown, of 12 guns.

Shortly after the capture of Amboyna we find Captain

Tucker reporting the surrender of the valuable islands of Sa-

paroua, Harouka, and Nasso-Laut, as well as those of Bouro

and Manippa. He also acquainted Vice-Admiral Drury that

two large ships, a brig, and a ketch, had fallen into his bands.
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having come from Souroubaya, richly laden with supplies of

every kind for the governments of Araboyna, Banda, and

Ternate. The capture of a national brig with specie on board,

will be noticed in our memoir of Lord Selsey, who was then

senior Lieutenant of the Cornwallis.

Between Mar. 5 and April 29, 1810, Captain Tucker's little

squadron captured one ship, six brigs, and four sloops ; all

armed, and laden with supplies for Ternate, Banda, &c. A

successful attack was also made by Captain Richard Spencer,

upon the fort in the island of Pulo Ay, from whence that

active officer removed the garrison, ordnance, and public pro-

perty.

After sending all his prisoners from Amboyna and the

other islands to Java, Captain Tucker proceeded to the port

of Gorontello, on the N. E. part of Celebes, and succeeded in

persuading the Sultan and his two sons, in whose hands the

whole settlement was vested for the Dutch East India Com-

pany, to haul down the Batavian, and substitute the English

Colours ; a ceremony which they performed with every de-

monstration of attachment to the British government.

On the 21st June, Captain Tucker arrived at Manado, and

sent a summons to the governor of fort Amsterdam, on which

and some neighbouring batteries were mounted 3 twelve-

pounders, 5 eight-pounders, 10 sixes, and 32 pieces of smaller

calibre. The terms offered were immediately accepted ; 102

Dutch officers and soldiers laid down their arms, and 1 1 sea-

men were also taken prisoners. Along with Manado fell its

dependencies, the ports of Kemar, le Copang, Amerang, and

Tawangwoo : the capture thereof, as well as Gorontello, was

very opportune, as large supplies were preparing at all these

places, and ready to be shipped for the isles of Banda, &c.

Captain Tucker's account of the reduction of Ternate, ** one

of the strongest islands in the Molucca seas, which he accom-

plished in the most gallant manner," will be found in the

Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXVI., pp. 71—78.
Important as the conquest of the Spice Islands may appear

in a military point of view, by so small a force as two frigates

and a sloop, yet those who know them locally, and reflecting
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upon the limited resources of Captain Tucker, will consider

him, if possible, entitled to greater praise for his address and

judgment in removing so many prisoners, finding the means

of subsistence for the British garrisons, and protecting them

for many months before supplies and reinforcements were re-

ceived from India.

The Dover returned to Madras without the loss of a

single man by sickness, and in such a complete state, that

Captain Tucker immediately volunteered lo accompany the

expedition then about to proceed against Batavia; but cir-

cumstances prevented him from sailing with it, and his ship

was unfortunately wrecked, during a hurricane which arose

very soon after its departure.

Captain Tucker received the honor of knighthood May 6,

1813 ; and in the course of the same year we find him com-

manding the Inconstant frigate, on the South American sta-

tion, from whence he returned to England in the autumn of

1815. He was nominated a K. C. B. Jan. 2, in the latter

vear.

Agent- -Sir F. M. Ommanney.

JOHN EDGCUMBE, Esq.

Son of a respectable country gentleman, who is the eldest

branch of the Mount Edgcumbe family.

The subject of this memoir was born on his father's estate,

Edgcumbe, Milton-Abbott, near Tavistock, in the county of

Devon, Dec. 9, 1 775 j the house in which he drew his first

breath is supposed to have been built in 1292, as these

figures, and the initials R. E., are still legible on its walls.

Mr. John Edgcumbe entered the naval service in Dec. 1788,

under the patronage of Admiral Viscount Mount Edgcumbe

;

of which nobleman a memoir will be found in the Naval

Chronicle, Vol. XXII, p. 177> e^ ^^y' * : . »
'

* The above peer became a Baron of Great Britain, by the death of his

elder brother. May 10, 1761; and the dignity of a Viscount was conferred

upon him for his voluntary and gratuitous sacritice of several plantations on

his beautiful manor in Devonshire, it having been given as the opinion of

V
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The manner in which Mr. Edgcumbe passed his time as a

Midshipman, and obtained the two first steps of his profes-

sional rank, vi'ill be seen by the following handsome testimo-

nials, which were given to him by two officers of distinguished

reputation, at a period when he was urging his claims to still

further advancement.

" These are to certify, that Captain John Edgcumbe served with me as

IVlidshipiimn on board the Carnatic, Trusty, and Fairy sloop, between the

years 1/89 and 1791 ; then on board the Carysfort in the years 1793 and

1/94 ; afterwards as Lieutenant on board tlic Aimable, BeauHeu, and

Ganges, in 1795 and 1796 : and that in consequence of the gallant conduct

which he displayed when serving on board the Carysfort, in an action with

a French frigate captured by that ship, I did strongly recommend him to

the Earl of Chatham for promotion as soon as he should have served his

time; and that during the above mentioned periods he conducted himself

as became aii al)Ie and zealous officer. Given under my hand, Feb. 2, I8O7.

(Signed) "Francis Laforet*."

" Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, Feb. 4, 180/.

" Dear Sir,—I have great pleasure in complying with your request : it

is indeed only an act of justice to certify, that you served with me in the

Royal George, as one of the Lieutenants of that ship, from 1797 to 1800—

that you afterwards followed my fortune in the Agincourt, when I com-

manded at Newfoundland ;—that you were embarked with me in the St.

George, both whilst I commanded in the Baltic, and off Cadiz ; and was

at my request promoted on the peace taking place, being then first Lieute-

military men, that their destruction was absolutely necessary for the safety

of Plymouth, and the defence of its important fortress, in case of any hos-

tile attack. This patriptic nobleman obtained an earldom in Aug. 1789;

and died, much regretted, Feb. 4, 1795. His successor, the present Earl,

has uniformly behaved with the greatest kindness and friendship towards

<!!aptain Edgcumbe ; and we cannot refrain from noticing his Lordship's

hospitality to naval officers in general, knowing, as we do, that in the years

1796, 1797, and 1798, the western squadron was called the " Mount Edg-

cumbe s<]uadron," from the circumstance of the different captains spending

much of their time under the Earl's roof whilst the ships they commanded

were refitting at Plymouth. We have good authority for stating that the

Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, although of the most unobtrusive habits, i« con-

sidered one of the best classical scholars in England.

• The Carnatic was commanded by the Hon. Captain Peregrine Bertia;

the Trusty bore the flag of Sir John Laforey, Bart.
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nant under my flag ; and that in every situation you conducted yourself

like a zealous and active officer. You have my best wishes, and I am, dear

Sir, faithfully yours, (Signed) •' Charles M. Polk."
" To Captain Edgcumbe, R. N."

The French frigate alluded to in Captain (now Sir Francis)

Laforey's certificate, was le Castor, formerly British, rated at

32 guns, and consequently mounting long twelves on her

main-deck, with a complement of at least 200 men ; whereas

the Carysfort was only a 28-gun, nine-pounder, frigate, and

18 of her crew were absent, so that she had 21 men less than

her opponent. Both ships had carronades on board at the

time of the action, and all accounts agree in stating that each

had an equal number, if not of equal calibre. The British, we
know, were only 18-pounders *. The opinion entertained by

the Admiralty of this gallant action may be inferred from the

immediate promotion of the Carysfort's first Lieutenant, and

(as soon as the regulations of the service would admit) Mr.

Edgcumbe, the senior Master's Mate. Captain Laforey him-

self was also rewarded with an appointment to a larger frigate.

In June 1804, Captain Edgcumbe was appointed to the

Heron, of 16 guns and 89 men : at the close of that year we
find him employed escorting a fleet of merchantmen from

England to Barbadoes. An important service which he sub-

sequently performed, at the risk of being tried by a court-mar-

tial, for leaving his station without orders, is sufficiently de-

scribed in the following address^ dated in London, Feb. 7>

1807:—
" Sir,-*-On the part of the planters and merchants of Barbadoes, I am to

request your acceptance of the plate which accompanies this letter, as a

small but grateful memorial of the high sense they entertain of the service

rendered them in the year 1805, at a crisis of great and general alarm, and

under circumstances which required in an officer the intrepid exercise of a

sound and deliberative judgment.

"A combined fleet of eighteen sail of the line being among the windward

Caribbean islands, and reported to be standing to the northward in a manner

• Errata, Vol. I. p. 447, line '3,/or 34 read 32 ; and line 6,/or32 read36.

Vol. II. Part I. p. 350, line 12 from the bottom, after 6-pound-

en, read and 4 carronades
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that threatened Darhatloes, at the re(juest of the Governor Lord Seafortli,

and of the inhabitants of that island, you undertook to secure against the

expected attempts of the enemy, a fleet of considerahle value then lyin;; in

Carlisle bay, to remove them from the exposure of an open road, and to

convoy them in safety to England.

" Your conduct teas approved by the highest naval aulhoritt/ ; bitt ah-

sencefroin your station, deprived yon of the post rankfor tchich you stood

first on promotion tvith the commauder-in-chirf.

" To the confident expectation that you will speedily attain to that rank

which will accelerate your advance to the highest honors of your profes-

sion, we add our wishes to every honorable enterprise of your future life,

and continued health and happiness. To these expressions of the p;eneral

sentiment, permit me to join my own of personal consideration and parti-

cular respect. I remain. Sir, your obedient humble servant,

(Signed) " J. W. Jordan, Agent for Barbadoes."

" To Captain Edgcumhe, R. N."

The fleet which sailed from Barbadoes under the Heron's

protection consisted of twenty-eight merchantmen and four

transports ; five of the former, being bound to Halifax and

Newfoundland, parted company when in a proper latitude

:

the remainder, and the transports, arrived at their different

ports in safety j those bound up St. George's Channel being

given in charge to the Argus sloop of war, offCape Clear ; and

those for the Thames, &c. keeping company with Captain

Edgcumbe, who anchored in the Downs, Aug. 2, 1805. A few-

days after his arrival he received an address which, according

to chronological order, should have taken precedence of the

one we have just copied

:

" London, Aug. 7, 1805.

" Sir,—Addresses of this nature having of late become more frequent,

we should be sorry were this to be considered as one following of course,

as we deem it a tribute, though small, which is justly due to your merit.

" When we reflect on the value of the convoy bound to England, com-

mitted to your charge at Barbadoes, the judicious arrangement which you

made for its sailing, the unremitted attention you at all times paid to it, the

inadequate force which you had for its protection, and its ultimate arrival

in safety, we cannot refrain from offering you our best thanks for your con-

duct, which we now request you will have the goodness to accept.

" That every opportunity you can desire may be offered you of maintain-

ing the honor of onr Sovereign, as well as protecting the interests of your

fellaw-subjecta, is the sincere wish of, Sir, your most respectful, and very

humble servants."
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This letter was signed by 19 masters of ships, and forward-

ed to Captain Edgcumbe through the Admiralty, whose se-

cretary had previously acquainted him that their lordships

approved of what he had done.

The sloop of war in which Captain Edgcumbe performed

the above service was a merchant-built ship, of 339 tons,

flat-floored, and having the very same masts and yards that

were in her when she was purchased by government. She

was a wretched sailer, and rolled prodigiously, as might be

expected from her construction, and insufficiency of canvas,

now that her hold was always comparatively empty. With

such a vessel it would have been useless to go in pursuit of

any enemy's cruiser ; and Captain Edgcumbe therefore could

only hope to make prizes by decoying suspicious vessels un-

der his guns. During the Heron's first cruise, she met with

what may be considered wonderful success, her lofty sides

(appropriately painted), her stump top-gallant masts, and ge-

neral appearance, having thrown a smuggler off his guard,

and thereby enabled her commander to boast that he made

one capture in the course of two years and a half. It is but

justice to the memory of the late Viscount Melville to state,

that he was compelled to order several vessels of the Heron's

description to be purchased in consequence of his predecessor

having sold many effective sloops out of the service, and the

exigency of public affairs not allowing his lordship to wait

until others could be built in the King's yards.

On one occasion, whilst passing Deseada and Guadaloupe,

on his way to Antigua, Captain Edgcumbe observed a large

schooner creeping out from under the land : there was then

very little wind, but, as usual on that spot, a heavy swell ; to

hoist the boats out would have been impracticable, as the He-
ron's lower yards were not square enough to carry them clear

of the side under such circumstances ; therefore every thing

depended upon the success of deceptive measures. After hail-

mg the vessels under his charge, and ordering them to conti-

nue their course. Captain Edgcumbe hoisted American colours

and hove too ; he then dressed a young Midshipman in white,

so as to resemble a lady passenger, caused him to be raised on

.' '?
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a platform, and one of the crew to hold an umbrella over hi's

head. The deception took, for the schooner hoisted French

colours and ran down close to the Heron's lee quarter. An

English ensign and pendant were now hoisted, the half-ports

knocked out, and a volley of musketry was fired ; but this failed

of the expected effect, for the enemy, instead of surrendering

to her, attempted to board the British sloop of war. In this,

however, they failed; and if Captain Edgcumbe could have de-

pressed his guns sufl&ciently to fire into so low a vessel whilst

along-side of him, the schooner might yet have been captured.

This not being the case, a grapnel and chain attached to a

hawser were lowered by a whip from the cross-jack-yard,

which hooked something about her bowsprit ; but fortunately

for the enemy that spar was carried away by the Heron's ex-

cessive rolling, and they were thus enabled to effect their

escape, after killing one man, who was shot whilst standing

close to Captain Edgcumbe. During this affair, the Heron's

motion was more like that of a wash-tub, when thrown over-

board, than any thing that should ever be allowed to wear a

King's pendant : but such was the manner in which the cha-

racter of many a meritorious ofi&cer was placed in jeopardy

during the late war, through mistaken notions of economy. The

schooner was afterwards taken by the Cambrian frigate, and

proved to be la Matilde, French privateer, of 18 guns and 130

men, commanded by "a very clever and notorious fellow," who

did not surrender until after that ship's bow-guns had been

playing upon him for several hours. This portion of our infor-

mation is derived from a letter written by Captain J. W. Deans

Dundas, who was then a Lieutenant ofthe Cambrian.

From Oct. 1805 until Dec. 1806, we find Captain Edgninibe

constantly employed conducting fleets of merchantmen to and

from Halifax, Newfoundland, and Bermuda. Whils. on this

harassing and anxious service, he rescued the crcNvs of two

water-logged American ships, and behaved with so much

kindness to them, and hospitality towards their commander.^

and the passengers, two of whom were ladies, as to call fortli

public acknowledgments of his humane and liberal treatment.

One of those ships was abandoned to her fate after some va-
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luable merchandise haJ been removed to the Heron ; the other

was towed safely uito St. John's harbour, Newfoundland.

At the latter period, Captain Cdgcunibe's health had become

so much impaired through constant anxiety, fatigue, and ex-

posure to bad weather, that on his return to England, he was

advised to live on shore for a few weeks j and whilst doing so

he succeeded in obtaining that rank which, two years before,

he seemed certain of speedily enjoying. His post commission

bears date May 11, 1807; at which time he was also ap-

pointed to the Blanche of 28 guns, on the East India station.

It will be seen by reference to our memoir of Sir Francis

Laforey, that the subject of this memoir served in a tropical

climate both as midshipman and lieutenant. On each of those

occasions, as also when commanding the Heron, he suffered

a severe attack of fever ; but notwithstanding he had so little

prospect of escaping disease in the East Indies, he imme-

diately took up his appointment, and proceeded thither as a

passenger on board the St. Albans 64.

Captain Edgcumbe joined the Blanche, at Bombay, early in

1808; and was soon afterwards appointed, by Sir Edward

Pellew, to the Psyche 36, in which frigate he conveyed Bri-

gadier-General (now Sir John) Malcolm and his suite to the

Persian gulph, where he continued affording protection to the

British embassy during four of the hottest months ; and on

his return from that service he received an official letter from

Sir Edward Pellew's Secretary, dated Oct. 15, 1808, of which

the following is an extract

:

" His Excellency has directed me to express his approbation of your pro-

ceedinjirs in the gulph of Persia, especially in the co-operation you have

afforded to Captain Pasley, as chargd-d'affaires at Almshecr.

(Signed) " Edward Hawk£ Lockbr*".

• Drigadier-Qeneral Malcolm was sent on an embassy to the court of

Persia at a critical period, Mons. Gardanne, one of Buonaparte's Generals,

having already arrived there to pave the way for his master's intended at-

tempt to conquer India; and so successful had he been, that the Hon. (yom-
pany's Ambassador did not proceed to the capital, but thought it neces-

sary to leave Captain Pasley as chargf' d'affaires, at Abushcer, under Cap-
tain Edgcumbe's protection ; and to proceed himself in the Doris frigate,

SUPPI.. PART I. p
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The following observations on the heat of the weather dur

ring this service, were made by Mr. G. T. Heath, surgeon of

the Psyche.
" It is necessary to remark, that from the 13th May to June 2.9ili, we

were the greater part of the time at anchor in Busheer roads, louking' a trip

occasionally to Carrack for water ; the Samiel, or north-west wind, pre-

vailed almost the whole time. This scorching blast, as it is generally

termed, is not positively hot, for on exposiiij^ the thermometer to the cur-

rent of tlie breeze, when blowinjf strong, the mercury fell from 82° to 7fi°.

The etTects of this wind on the human body are, an immediate dryness and

parching of the skin, producing a total stop to perspiration ; appetite fails

;

respiration is impeded ; to sleep is impossible, and a general restlessness,

uneasiness, and anxiety are felt, which it is impossible to describe : all

these effects result from a total suppression of perspiration, which is a

cooling" process, and nature's chief mean for carrying off redundant heat.

Hence 1 am inclined to think that the burning quality usually ascribed to

this wind is not to be attributed to the actual heat of the wind itself, but

to our own sensations of heat, arising in a secondary way from the parching-

of the skin. Hence we may also infer, that our own feelings are a very in-

accurate measure of the actual heat of the atmosphere.

" On the 29th June, we left Busheer for Congoon, where we anchored

on the 3d July, and found the heat still more intense ; in the coolest parts

of the ship, viz. the Captain's cabin and half-deck, the mercury generally

stood at 92° or 93°, and never lower than 90o ; on the quarter-deck, shaded

by awnings and curtains, it frequently rose to above 100", and in one in*

stance to 126o. A salt dew fell in considerable quantity during the night,

and the quantity was always greatest when the wind blew from the south-

ward. While we lay at Congoon, John Spillard, a landsman, aged 30, was

seized >vith symptoms of inflammation of the brain, which in less than throe

hours terminated his existence by a bursting of the blood vessels (of the

brain) producing apoplexy ; this, and several other cases, were easily traced

to exposure of the head, (probably uncovered) to the scorching rays of the

sunt".

to Bengal for fresh instructions. During his absence. Captain Pasley pro-

ceeded in the Psyche to the mouth of the Euphrates, and from thence Cap-

tain Edgcumbe accompanied him, first in a company's cruiser, and after-

wards in boats, to Bussnrah, where 1m remained with the embassy several

days, and then returned to Boud)ay, his protection being no longer requi-

site.

t At Congoon, Captain Edgcumbe, in consc<|uence of impeded respira-

tion and want of rest, tried sleeping in a cold salt water bath, and succeeded

for ten minutes or more at a time : but, on meutioniiig the circuinvCance

1 V
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After being docked at Bombay, the Psyche convoyed some

vessels from thence to Point de Galle ; and on her arrival

there, Captain Edgcumbe received directions to embark a

number of troops at Columbo, and carry them to the coast of

Travancore, where he served for some time under the orders

of the late Captain Charles Foote*, who sent him to co-oper-

ate with the Hon. Colonel St. Leger in the suppression of a

mutiny amongst the native troops; and whilst thus employed

we find him silencing a battery, and his boats, under Lieu-

tenant Henry Garrett, destroying several vessels which were

defended by black soldiers on shore, armed both with muskets

and bows and arrows. On this latter occasion the Psyche had

one man wpunded: she subsequently captured two vessels

having elephants on board for the use of the mutinous army.

Captain Edgcumbe next accompanied Captain (now Sir

Christopher) Cole on his important mission to Manilla, and

also to Macao, in quest of two French frigates, which w ere

reported to be cruising in the China seas. I'hc sufferings of

the Pysche and her consort on their return from thence to

India, have been noticed in our memoir of the senior officer,

and it is therefore only necessary to state that the former ship

had but one day's provision left when she arrived at Prince of

Wales's island, from whence she escorted their valuable

Dutch prize to Bombay.

The Psyche afterwards conveyed Brigadier-General Mai*

colm and his suite once more to Persia. In the same year

(1810) she assisted at the capture of the Isle of France ; and

in 1811, she was attached to the expedition sent against Java.

Unfortunately, a severe attack of the hepatiti.s obliged Cap-

tain Edgcumbe to invalid immediately after the sin*render of

Batavia ; but before the reports of survey were signed the

Psyche was ordered to receive some troops intended to attack

a post which had not yielded according to the capitulation,

whereupon he immediately wrote to the commander-in-chief,

to Mr. Heath the following uKirning, he was advised not to attempt it

ufrain.

• See Vol. II. Part II, note t, at p. 51U.

I'
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expressing his wishes to remain in her until the island was

completely subjugated ; the result of his application will be

seen by the Admiral's reply :

" Scipton, Bntuvin lioadit, 30 ^ftg". 181 1.

" Dear Sir,—I cannot consider the survey which has been taken upon the

state of your health, by your own request, as in any manner affecting the

character of a zealous officer, which deservedly belongs to you, and you

are naturally anxious to maintain.

" The service on which the friijates are now necessarily employed is little

better than that of temporary transports, and places them and officers in

your situation in a very different point of view to what it would be if a

squadron uf the enemy's ships was to be attacked.

" As far as you are individually concerned, your health prevents you

from discharging? the duties of Captain of the Psyche, and I am sorry that

there is little prospect of recovery in this climate ; it almost becomes a duty

upon you to take the necessary means of recovery, for without health no

advantages of service can be enjoyed.

" The enemy may carry on a teasing war for some time longer, but their

effective strength is destroyed ; no brilliant actions can therefore be ex-

pected, and none in our line.

*' I recommend you, therefore, to abide by the opinion of the officers

who held the survey, and to quit the Psyche, in the fullest conviction that

the most scrupulous officer cannot condemn your conduct in doing so. I

have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) '* Robt. Stopford."
•* To Captain Edgcumbe, Sfc. Sfc. i^'c."

On the receipt of this remonstrance and advice, Captain

Edgcumbe gave up the command of the Pysche, and. was or-

dered a passage home in the Caroline frigate. He arrived in

England at the close of 1811 ; and it is almost superfluous to

add, that he received the thanks of both Houses of Parliament,

in common with the other officers who were employed in the

"operations against the Isles of France and Java, and their de-

pendencies.

Agents.—Messrs, Goode and Clarke.

JOHN OAKES HARDY, Esq.

Was made a Post-Captain Nov. 22, l/OO; and subse-

quently commanded the Thisbe frigate, Assistance of 50 guns.

i
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St. Albans 64, and AchiUe, Courageux, and Zealous, third

rates. The Thisbe was present at the capture of I'Elisabeth

French frigate, of 'S6 guns and 297 men, on the American

station, Aug. 28, l/OG.

In Sept. 180(5, Captain Hardj^ was tried by a court-martial

on charges preferred against him by his second lieutenant,

the late Captain William Stewart, viz. for drunkenness, ty-

ranny, and oppression ; the former charge being fully proved,

he was dismissed his Majesty's service. His restoration to

post rank took place June 24, 1807; and the out-pension of

Greenwich Hospital was bestowed upon him in Nov. 1809.

Agents.—Messrs. Maude.

WILLIAM MAUDE, Esq.

Was made a Commander Dec. 11, 1805; and promoted to

post rank Sept. 26, 1807. In Jan. 1809, when commanding

the Jason frigate, and employed blockading Guadaloupe, we
find him reporting the capture of a French frigate, mounting

48 guns, with a complement of 330 men, which ship had been

brought to action in a most gallant manner by Captain Samuel

John Pechell, of the Cleopatra 32, who engaged the enemy
under the fire of a battery on shore for forty minutes before

the Jason could get near enough to render any assistance.

Captain Maude's last appointment was, Sept. 30, 1821, to

the Salisbury of 58 guns, fitting for the flag of Rear-Admiral

Fahie, commander-in-chief on the Halifax station. He mar-

ried, June 19, 1813, Anne, only daughter of the late John

Hallet, Esq. which lady died Aug. 5, 1818.

Agents.—Messrs. Maude.

i i-i

SAMUEL HOOD INGLEFIELD, Esq.

Son of Commissioner Inglefield, 11. N *. Received hin

iirbt commission, in Feb. J 798 ; obtained the rank of Com- W
• See Vol. II. Part I. pp. (-.2-ro.
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inander, April 29, 1802 ; and was made a Post-Captain Oct.

6, 1807.

This officer served as fourth Lieutenant of the Theaeus 74,

at the defence of St. Jean d'Acre, in 1799* ; and was after-

wards presented with a gold medal, by order of the Grand

Seignior. During the first seven years of the late war he suc-

cessively commanded the Hunter sloop, Bacchante 20, and

Dfedalus frigate, on the Jamaica station, to which he was sent

with intelligence of the renewal of hostilities, in May 1803.

Whilst commanding the Hunter, Captain Inglefield cap-

tured a French armed schooner and five privateers, three of

which were Spanish. In the Bacchante he assisted at the

capture of another privateer ; intercepted a Spanish armed

vessel, and took le Griffon French national brig, of 16 guns

and 105 men, after an action of thirty minutes, near Cape An-

tonio, in the island of Cuba. The Dadalus was one of the squa-

dron under Captain Charles Dashwood, at the capture of

Samana, and of two French privateers lying in that harbour,

Nov. ll,1808t.

On the 3rd Aug. 1809, Captain Inglefield's frigate was dis-

masted in a hurricane, off Porto Rico ; and being found quite

decayed she was paid off at Sheerness, in Sept. 1810. His

next appointment was, Oct. 28, 1811, to the Malta 80, in

which ship, bearing the flag of his brother-in-law, Rear-Ad-

miral Hallowell, he was employed on the Mediterranean sta-

tion during the remainder of the war. He now commands
the Ganges 84, Hag-ship of Sir Robert Waller Otway, K. C. B.

on the South American station.

Captain Inglefield married, Oct. 21, 1816, the eldest

daughter of the late Vice-Admiral William Albany OtwayJ.

See Vol. I. Part I. pp. 298—308.

t See Vol. II. Part I. p. 468.

J Vice-Admiral W. A. Otway died at Ryde, Isle of Wigiit, July 30,

1815.
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EDMUND PALMER, Esq.

j4 Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

Son of the late John Palmer, Esq. M. P., projector of the

present mail-coach system, and Comptroller General of the

Post-office.

This ollicer was made a Commander, May 8, 1804; and

advanced to the rank of Post-Captain, Oct. 10, 1807. We
first find him commanding the Wizard brig, at the reduction

of Alexandria, in Mar. 1807* ; and subsequently the Hebrus

of 42 guns, on the Channel, and North American stations,

in the Gironde river, and before Algiers. The following is a

copy of his official letter to Sir Michael Seymour, Bart., re-

porting the capture of I'Etoile French frigate, after an ar-

duous chase and a well fought action. Mar. 27, 1814 :

" Sir,—When the Hannibal and H. M. ship under my command sepa-

rated on the morning of the 26th, in chase of the two French frigates we
had fallen in with" (oflf the Isle de Bas), *' we continued in pursuit of the

one you were pleased to detach us after, the whole day, with all our can-

vas Hpread. About midnight she reached the Race of Alderuey, and tlio

wind scanting, we began to gain upon her fast ; by the time she had run the

length of Point Jobourg, leading into the bay of la Hague, she was obliged

to attempt rounding it almost within the wash of the breakers ; and here,

after an anxious chase of 15 hours, and running him upwards of 120 miles,

we were fortunate enough, between one and two A.M., to bring the enemy

to battle ; we crossed his stern, our jib-boom passing over his taffrail, and

shot in between him and the shore, in eight fathoms wat6r ; and it falling

nearly calm about this time, the ships continued nearly in the same spot

until the conclusion of the action. At its commencement we sutftsred se-

verely in our rigging ; the enemy firing high, he shot away our fore-top-

mast and fore-yard, crippled our main-mast and bowsprit, and cutaway

almost every shroud, stay, and brace we had. Our fire from the first, and

throughout, was directed at our opponent's hull ; and the ships being as

close together as they could be without touching, he suffered most severely,

every shot which struck passing through him. About four o'clock his nii-

zcD-mast fell by the board, and his fire ceased; when, after an obstinate con-

test of two hours and a quarter, he hailed us, to say that he had struck his

'W

Sc« Vol. 1. Part H. p. 482.

I !
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coloura. The moment we could get possession, it became necessary to put

the heads of both ships ofif shore, as well from the apprehension oi

grounding', as to get them clear from a battery which had been firing at

both of us during the whole action, those on shore not being able from the

darkness to distinguish one from the other ; fortunately the tide set us

round the point, and we anchored soon afterwards in Vauville bay, in order

to secure oiu* masts as well as we were able,

" The prize proves to be I'Etoile French frigate, mounting 44 guns (28

cighteen-pounders on the main-deck, and the remainder carronades), with

a complement of 320 men* ; she was commanded by Mons. Henri Pierre

Philibert, Capitaine de frigate, who was returning, together with la Sul-

tane the other frigate-f, from a four months' cruise to the westward.

L'Etoile is a very fine ship, quite new, and sails well ; she had 40 killed and

upwards of 70 wounded ; her remaining masts are shot through, and her

hull is extremely shattered ; she had four feet water in her hold at the time

she surrendered. We are also a good deal cut up, several of our guns dis-

mounted, and I have to regret the loss of some brave men, 13 killed, and

25 wounded, some of them, I fear, dangerously. Amongst the former was

a most promising young gentleman, Mr. P. A. Crawley, who fell early in

the action.

" 1 cannot. Sir, sufficiently express to you how much I have to admire

in the conduct of every one whom I had the pleasure to command upon this

occasion. I beg most earnestly to recommend Mr. Robert Milborne Jack-

son, the senior Lieutenant ; as also to give my best testimony to the exer-

tions of the junior Lieutenants (Messrs. George Addis and Horatio Bennet

Cock), together with Lieutenants Griffiths and M'Laughlin, of the marines.

To Mr. M'Gowa ., the Master, I am much indebted, for the skill and care

with which he conducted the steerage of the ship, during a period of much

difficulty and peril. Mr. Maddocks, the Purser, very handsomely volun-

teered his attendance on deck, where he rendered good service. I cannot

close this letter without observing, that I derived the greatest assistance

from the professional ability of Captain William Sargent, R. N., who was

serving on board with me as volunteer ; and I notice with great pleasure the

care and attention of Mr. Boyter, Surgeon, not only towards our own men,

but to those of the enemy a1so> I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) *' Edmund Palmeh."

It is stated that Captain Palmer received an honorary

medal from the Board of Admiralty, for his skilful and gal-

• The Hebrus mounted 26 eightecns on the main-deck, and her esta-

blished complement was 284 officers, men, and boys. We believe that

I'Etoile's carronades were only twenty-fours, whereas the British frigate's

were 32-pounders.

t La bultane wa» taken by the Hannibal. See Vol. II. Part I. p. 29C.
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lant conduct on the above occasion*. We eubeequently find

him serving under Rear-Admiral Cockburn, in the Patuxent

river, where he witnessed the destruction of Commodore

Barney's flotilla, and assisted at the capture of a gun-boat

and thirteen merchant schooners, together with a considera-

ble quantity of tobaccof. The following is an extract from

the Rear-Admiral's official letter to Sir Alexander Cochrane^

reporting the performance of that service.

" in congratulating you. Sir* which I do most sincerely, on the complete

destruction of this flotilla of the enemy, which has lately occupied so much
of our attention, I must beg to be permitted to assure you, that the cheer-

ful and indefatigable exertions, on this occasion, of Captains Wainwright,

Nourse, and Palmer, and of Captain Sullivan, the other commanders,

officers, and men, in the boats you have placed under my orders, roost

justly entitle them to my warmest acknowledgments, and my earuest re-

commendation to your favorable notice."

Captain Palmer was shortly afterwards ordered to join the

army under Major-General Ross, and he appears to have

been the only naval officer of his rank that bore a part in the

battle of Bladensburgh, Aug. 24, 1814; on which day up-

wards of 8000 Americans were defeated by 1500 British. His

conduct during the march to and from Washington is highly

spoken of both by Rear-Admiral Cockburn and the miilitary

commander-in-chief J.

In the summer of 1815, Captain Palmer was entrusted with

the command of a small expedition sent to arm and organize

the French royalists in the vicinity of Bourdeaux. His pro-

ceedings up to the 14th July are described in an official

letter which will be found at p. 950 et seq, of our second vo-

lume. The passage omitted at p. 952, is worded as follows

:

" Captain Palmer, who was entrusted with the service, has

throughout directed it ; and the accident alone of my being

the senior officer, induces me to give the account to your

lordship."

In a subsequent letter the senior officer acquaints Lord

•lili sr

• See Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXXI, p. 41)8.

t See Vol. I, Part II, p. 525.

X See id., ib. et itq. .-«

J
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Keilh, that the Pactolus and Hebrus had completely dis-

mantled the forts of Verdun, Royan, de Lousac, and Micho

;

destroyed nearly 70 pieces of heavy artillery, and thereby

secured their retreat in case of a reverse.

On the 16th July, every thing having been arranged for

organising the people of the district in which they then were,

the frigates ran up towards Castillon, where Captain Aylmer

received a despatch from General Clausel, formally an-

nouncing to him the armistice that had taken place at Purls,

and expressing a wish that he also would agree to a suspen-

sion of hostilities.

Captain Palmer had previously been sent to treat with

Mons. Chuisel ; and from the tone of this communication,

Captain Aylmer considered that it afforded him a good op-

portunity for continuing the negociation. He did so, and it

ended in the General sending for Count de Lasteur, Baron de

Montalembert, and Captain Palmer, who proce«;Jed to Bour-

deaux, and by their conciliatory conduct preserved the inter-

nal tranquillity of that city, until the troops devoted to Na-

poleon Buonaparte were finally disposed of; or more properly

speaking, until they broke up, and returned to their homes.

We must refer our readers to the Naval Chronicle, Vol.

XXXIV. p. 172, for a copy of Ca]>tain Palmer's letter, de-

scribing **the enthusiasm and joy" i.ianifested by the inhabi-

tants of Bourdeaux at this interesting period.

In the following year Captain Palmer accompanied Lord

Exmouth to Algiers, where the Hebrus sustained a loss of

4 killed and 15 wounded. He was nominated a C. B. in

June 1815*.

The subject of this memoir married, Nov. 27, 1817, Hen-

rietta, daughter of the late Captain William Henry Jervis,

R. N. nephew to Earl St. Vincent.

Agents,—Messrs. Cooke, Halford and Sou.
< w."

* See p. 237 of this volume.

III 41(j-H^-
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WILLIAM AUGUSTUS MONTAGU, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, unil h

Commissioner ofthe Stamp Office.

This officer was made a Lieutenant Nov. 14, 1804; and

promoted to the rank of Commander Oct. 31, 1805 : his post

commission bears date Oct. 12, 1807-

We first find Captain Montagu commanding the Terpsi-

chore, an old 32-gun frigate, on the East India station; where,

with only 26 long twelves and 2 six-pounders mounted, and

no more than 180 officers, men, and boys at quarters, he

fought, and fairly beat the Semillante French frigate, niounting

40 guns, with a complement of at least 300 men. The par-

ticulars of this action, and of the five days' chase which suc-

ceeded it, will be found in James's Nav. Hist. 2d edit. vol. V.

pp.97—101*.

Captain Montagu's next appointment was to the Corn-

wallis, a large teak-built frigate, of 50 guns and 335 menf.

In that ship he assisted at the reduction of Amboyna, &c. as

will be seen by reference to p. 198 et seq. The following is a

copy of his official letter to Captain (now Sir Edward) Tucker,

giving an account of the service performed at Boolo-Combo

:

" H. M. S. Cormcallis, Jan. 17, 1810.

" Sir,—I beg leave to inform you, that on niy arrival in the I)ay of Bou-

thian, I sent a flag of truce to the officer commanding the fort of Boolo-

Coinbo, requesting permission to water the ship ; this he positively refused;

in consequence of which I lauded a detachment of 100 men, under Captain

Forbes of the Madras European regiment, with a field-piece, to take the

fort, which the enemy continued to defend until the troops were within

200 yards of the breach ; the Europeans having horses ready, then fled

to a small fort at Bouthian, and the native soldiers, amounting to 200, took

refuge in the woods, and continued to annoy us during our stay ; so that I

am sorry to say we had one man killed, and nine wounded, among the latter

Captain Forbes slightly.

"The fort contained 9 nine-pounders and 2 brass field-pieces, defended by

30 Dutch soldiers, and the 200 natives already mentioned. Eleven small

P.>

I
* See also Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXI. p.

t See p. 169.

23.
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vessels, from 20 to 50 tons, hauled up under its protection, we burnt ; and,

previous to abandoning the fort, wc spiked the guns, brought off the aminu.

nition, and burnt the public buildings."

On the 1st Feb. 1810, perceiving a brig lying under the fort

at Manippa, with Dutch colours flying, Captain Montagu

sent three boats to bring her out. This service was performed

with great judgment by Lieutenant Vidal, under a heavy fire

of musketry and grape, the vessel being very close to the

shore. The prize was bound to Amboyna, with a cargo of

turtle, fowls, fruit, and sago, which aflForded a seasonable

supply to the ship's company of the Cornwallis.

Two days afterwards Captain Montagu captured the Dutch

corvette Mandarine, of 16 guns and G6 men. His conduct

at Amboyna is thus spoken of by Sir Edward Tucker.
" To Captains Montagu and Spencer, the greatest praise is due, for the

able support afforded by them in the attack on the forts and batteries, where

a difficult navigation, with baffling winds and strong currents, required the

greatest judgment in the management of the ships."

Captain Montagu's official letter reporting the capture of

the Margaretta Dutch national brig, Mar. 2, 1810, will be

given in our memoir of Lord Selsey, who had the direction of

the boats employed on that occasion.

From this period we lose sight of Captain Montagu until

Nov. in the same year, when he was entrusted with the com-

mand of the naval brigade landed to assist at the reduction of

the Isle of France. The following paragraph is extracted

from the general orders issued by Major-General the Hon.

John Abercromby after the defeat of the French troops before

Port Louis, Dec. 1, 1810 :

" Major-General Abercromby is happy also to acknowledge the steadi-

ness shewn by the 12tk and 22nd regiments; and he feels himself particu-

larly grateful for the zealous exertions of a detachment of seamen landed

from the squadron, under the command of Captain Montagu ; he requests

to offer him, and the officers and men under his command, his sincere ac-

knowledgments for the service which they have rendered to the army."

, In another general order, promulgated subsequent to the

surrender of that valuable.colony, there appears another pa-

ragraph, no less complimentary to the navy

:

" The exertions and able assistance received from Captain Montagu,

R. N. and the officers and seamen with the army on shore, have been too cor-
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ipicuoua not to hare attracted the observations and acknowledgments of

every individual. Mujor-General Aberorotahy must, however, request tliat

Captain Montagu ^riil be pleased to convey to those who were under his

command tlic impression which their conduct hus made on liis mind."

During the latter part of the war. Captain Montagu com-

manded the Niobe frigate. He was nominated a C. B. Dec,

8, 1815; appointed to the Phaeton of 46 guns, on the peace

establishment, Oct. 29, 1819; and put out of commission

Sept. 23, 1822 He married, Aug. 26, 1823, Anne, third

daughter of Sir George William Leeds, Bart.

Agent.—Sir Francis Ommanney.

JOHN BASTARD, Esq.

M. P.for Dartmouth.

Was made a Lieutenant April 6, 1804 ; and promoted to

the rank hi Commander May 22, 1806. His post commission

bears date Oct. 12, 180/.

When commanding the Rattlesnake sloop of war, on the

East India station. Captain Basta'rd chased la Bellone French

frigate-built privateer into the hands of Captain Robert

Plamplin, by whom she was captured July 9, 1806 *.

At the commencement of the late war with America, we
find him commanding the Africa 64, bearing the flag of Vice-

Admiral Sawyer, on the Halifax station. He married, Oct,

7, 1817> Frances, eldest daughter and co-heiress of the late

Benjamin Wade, of New Grange, Yorkshire, Esq.

Agent.—J. Copland, Esq.

h (<
'^*

^U !'

VALENTINE COLLARD, Esq.

Is a nephew to Admiral Sampson Edwards, and to the late

Captain Valentine Edwards, who unfortunately perished in the

Sceptre 64, at the Cape of Good Hope, Nov. 5, 1799 f.

• See Vol. I., Part II., p. 642.

t The Sceptre was driven on shore in Table bay, and totally wrecked,

during a violent gale ofwind ; by which disaster her Captain, 2 Lieuteoauts,

jJr
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Mr. Collard entered the naval service as a midshipman on

board the Shark sloop of war, commanded by his uncle Valen-

tine, in which vessel he served on the N.E. coast of Scotland,

from May 22, 1/83, until Dec. 11, 1787 ; when he joined the

Champion a 24-gun ship, imder the command of Captain

Sampson Edwards, with whom he continued upwards of three

years.

During the remainder of the peace, we find Mr. Collard

serving as master's mate of the Iphigenia frigate. Captain Pa-

trick Sinclair; and on the 16th Mar. 1703, he appears to

have been removed into the St. George 98, bearing the flasj

of Rear-Adniiral John Gell, under whom he shortly afterwards

sailed for the Mediterranean. The recapture of a Spanish

galleon by that officer's squadron, April 14, 1793, has been de-

scribed at p. 'Jh'^ of our first volume.

The St. George formed part of Lord Hood's fleet at the oc-

cupation of Toulon, in Aug. 1793 ; and was almost constantly

engaged with the republican batteries from the 19th until the

24th of the following month, she being then stationed in the

N. W. arm of the inner road, to defend the head of the har-

bour, and to cover the foi t of Malbousquet on the side next to

the water.

In Oct., same year, Mr. Collard assisted at the capture of

a French frigate and two armed tartans, which had broken the

the Master, 4 Midshipmen (one of whom was the Captain's son), 2 warrant

officers, and about 2S0 men lost their lives. Most of the other ofiicers

were then at a hull, an<l thcrchy preserved from the same mehincholy laic.

The following is a list of those gentlemen who were either saved from the

wreek, or were on shore when the dreadful accident to(!< place :

—

Lieutenants James Pengelly, Thomas Tudor Tucker*, and the IIoii.

Alex. Jones *
; supernumerary LieuteiMints Nisbet Joslah Willonifliby ,

William Dredge, and Robert Smart ; Messrs. John Douglas and Benjamin

VV. M'(iibbon, marine officers ; James Shaw, master's-matc ; .Ifinics

Spink, T. H. Buddie, Stephen Popham *, James Pettct, Charics William

Chalmers t, and John Thompson, midshipmen; John Biu'y, surgeon;

John Dredge, purser; and the Rev. Thomas Tringham, chai)lain. The

carpenter and about lO'J men were also saved.

• Now Captftins.

t N«)w Commauder Sir C. W. Cludmeri, Uari.
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neutrality of Genoa, in direct opposition to the remonstrances

of the senate and government *. On his return from that

service, he was appointed by Lord Hood to commdnd one of

the latter vessels, manned as a tender, and sent in her to Sar-

dinia, with despatches for Commodore Linzee. He also re-

ceived his first commission from the same source, bearing

date Nov. 17, 1793, and appointing him junior Lieutenant of

tiie Tartar frigate.

Early in the ensuing year, we find Mr. CoUard command-

ing the Petite Boston schooner, in which vessel he was ac-

tively employed during the sieges of St. Fiorenzo and Bastiaf.

From July 5, 1794, until Dec. 10, 179(>> he served in I'Eclair

of 20 guns, on the Mediterranean station ; and at the latter

period he was removed into the Britannia, a first rate, bearing

the flag of Vice-Admiral Charles Thompson, of which ship he

became senior Lieutenant previous to the defeat of the Spanish

fleet off Qape St. Vincent, Feb. 14, 1797 !• His promotion

to thq rank of Commander took place on the 8th of tiie follow-

ing month.

Captain CoUard was very soon afterwards appointed to the

Fortune sloop of war, which vessel he had the misfortune to

lose, near Oporto, July 19, 1797 J
and from that period we

lose sight of him until his appointment to the Vestal frigate,

armed enjlutc^ Feb. 6, 1800.

In that ship. Captain Collard assisted at the reduction of

Genoa §; and subsequently accompanied the expedition to

Egypt, where he served with great credit until the termina-

tion of the campaign, when he received a gold medal from the

Turkish government, in common with numerous other oflfi-

cers. The Vestal was paid oflT April 26, 1802.

Early in July 1804, Captain Collard obtiiined the command
of the Railleur sloop, and was again placed under the orders

of Lord Keith, who entrusted him with the charge of the St.

Vincent, one of the principal explosion vessels attached to the

* See V<.l. H., Part I., p. 77-

t See Vol. I., pp. 2.')0—251?.

J See id. p. 2 1 et sf<f,

^ Sec id. p. 53, and note at ditto.
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catamaran expedition, of which we have made mention at p,

45, et seq. of this volume. On the 24th April, 1805, he as-

sisted at the capture of seven schuyts, carrying, altogether, 8

twenty-four-pounders, 1 twelve, 9 sixes, 1 brass howitzer, and

168 men *.

Captain Collard conducted the naval operations in the river

Weser during the occupation of Hanover by an Anglo-Russian

army, under Lord Cathcart arid General Bensingen, in 1805-6

;

he also superintended the re-embarkation of the British troops,

and convoyed the last division of transports to the Downs,

where they arrived in the month of February. His zealous

exertions whilst holding that arduous command, obtained him

the public thanks of Lord Cathcart, and led to his subsequent

promotion f. -

From May 1806, until the close of the same year. Captain

Collard commanded a small squadron of sloops and gun-brigs,

employed affording protection to the trade passing up and

down the Baltic. Early in 1807, he returned to the same sta-

tion, and continued there as senior ofl&cer until the arrival of

Admiral Gambler; to whose fleet he was attached during the

operations against Copenhagen. His post commission bears

date Oct. 13, 1807.

Captain CoUard's subsequent appointments were, Nov. 19,

1807, to the Majestic 74, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral T.

•See Vol. II. Part I., p. 180.

f A treaty of alliance l)etween Great Britain and Russia was signed at St.

Petersburghj April 1 1 , 1805. In the following autumn, Lord Cathcart wus

ordered to that capital as Ambassador ; but after much intercourse with INlr.

Pitt, he was finally sent to take the command of the British army in liuno-

ver. His lordship accordingly proceeded to the Weser, ae(|uired an entire

ascendancy over the senate of Bremen, and obtained all that was necessary

to the establishment of his head-quarters in that city. The battle of Aus-

terlitz, however, changed the aspect of affairs, and that event was soon fol-

lowed by the death of Mr. Pitt ; the new administration determined to re<

cal the army, and so great were Captain CoUard's exertions iu providing the

means of embarkation, that the whole of the troops, artillery, stores, &f.,

were shipped on the thirteenth day, although fifteen days was stated to l)C

the shortest space of time io which that service could possibly be per-

formed.
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M. Russell, commander-in-chitf on the North Sea station
;

June 14,1809, to the Gibraltar of 80 guns, during the ab-

sence of Captain Henry L. Ball, who was then attending Lord

Gambler's court-martial; Oct. 21, following, to the Cyane,

22, vice Captain (now Sir Thomas) Staines ; and Jan. 9, 1810,

to the Dreadnought 98, flag-ship of Rear-Admiral Sotheby,

with whom he continued on Channel service until Sept. 13,

1810, since which period he has not held any command.

Since writing the above we have been informed that Captain

Collard, when a youngster on board the Shark, and endea-

vouring to outstrip other aspirants in the art of climbing,

missed his hold of the main futtock-shrouds, fell overboard,

and was saved by a marine jumping after him : two similar

acts of humanity appear to have been performed by himself,

when commanding the Vestal and Railleur, under circum-

stances of considerable difficulty and peril ; his successful

exertions on those occasions procured him the appellation of

" the animated life-boat," and would doubtless have obtained

him the gold medal of the Royal Humane Society, had he

thought proper to have made a timely application for that

mark of distinction.

Captain CoUard's first lady died at Teddington, co. Middle-

sex, June 5, 1821 ; he married, 2dly, Sept. 25, 1823, Mary

Ann, daughter of George Kempster, Esq. Two of his bro-

thers lost their lives in the naval service, viz. James, a mas-

ter's-raate of the Terpsicnort, died about 1794 ; and Sampson,

a Lieutenant, perished in the York 64, on the North Sea sta-

tion, about Jan. 1804.

JOHN FYFFE, Esq.

This officer was made a Lieutenant, April 24, 1782 ; but

(lid not obtain his next step until 179H. He commanded the

Cyclops, troop-ship, on the expedition against Quibcron, in

1798 ; and received a gold medal from the Grand Seignior,

for his services during the Egyptian campaign.

Captain FyiTe'H next appointment was to the Reindeer of

SUPPI.. FART I. a
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18 guns, in which sloop he captured and destroyed several

French privateers on the Jamaica station ; where he also

fought a gallant action with two national brigs, each carrying

16 long6-pounders and 120 men. The subsequent capture of

these vessels by the Pique frigate has been related at p. 736

of our second volume. Captain Fyffe's post commission bears

date Oct. 13, 1807.

Agent.—J. P. Muspratt, Esq.

EDWARD CHETHAM, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

This officer is a son of the late Thomas Chetham, of Mellor

Hall, CO. Derby, Esq. Surveyor-General of the Customs, Lon-

don, by Anne, sister to the late Colonel Strode, of South

Hill House, in the parish of West Cranmer, Somersetshire *.

Mr. Edward Chetham was born in July, VJ'Jb ; and he en-

tered the naval service in 1786; but does not appear to have

joined any sea-going ship until May, 1789, at which period he

was received as a Midshipn)an on board the Centurion 50,

bearing the flag of his patron, the late Admiral Philip Affleck

|

who had recently been appointed commander-in-chief on the

Jamaica station.

Early in 1790, Mr. Chetham was sent in pursuit of two ma-

rines, who had committed theft and afterwards deserted from

their post, whilst on duty at Port-Royal dock-yard. On com-

ing up with those culprits, he found himself under the neces-

sity of firing at one of them, and thereby wounded him in the

side, after which they both submitted to be taken back as

prisoners. Mr. Chetham's conduct on this occasion gave

" Colonel Strode successively commanded the Supplementary Somerset

Militia, and the Bath volunteers. He died in 1B07, leaving his estate to

Captain Chetham's eldest brother, who assumed the surname of Strode in

addition to his own patronymic ; and is at present C(d<mel of the loeul mi-

litia. The Strodes ure descended from Wm. Strode, Esq., one of the five

proscribed menabcrs of the House of Commons, in the reiga of Charles I.

t See Vol. I., note f at p. 668.

li '
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great satisfaction to the Admiral, who would have promoted

him immediately had he been qualified to receive a commis-

sion ; but unfortunately his probationary term did nut expire

until their return to England.

Previous to her departure from the West Indies, the Centu-

rion was actively employed at the different French ports in

St. Domingo, in consequence of a formidable insurrection

among the negroes, which threatened destruction to that co-

lony *. She was paid off in Aug. 1792.

Mr. Chetham next joined the Duke 98, flag-ship of Lord

Hood, who shortly afterwards placed him under the present

Vice-Admiral Hanwell, then commanding the Scout sloop of

war, with whom he continued until removed into the Victory

of 100 guns, bearing his lordship's flag, at Toulon, in Dec.

1/93.

From this period, Mr. Chetham was engaged in a series of

active and arduous services (including the evacuation of Tou-

lon, and the sieges of St. Fiorenzo, Bastia, and Calvi f) till his

promotion to the rank of Lieutenant, Aug. 18, 1794. On that

occasion he was appointed to the Agamemnon 64, commanded

by the immortal Nelson, under whom he bore a part in the

actions off Genoa, Mar. 13 and 14, 1795 J.

To his infinite regret. Lieutenant Chetham was soon obliged

to quit the Agamemnon, a wound rendering it necessary for

him to return home, where he arrived about July in the same

• The succours sent from Jamaica to St. Domingo retrieved the affairs

of the planters ; and so strong was their gratitude to the English, and their

indignation at the conduct of the National Assembly, to whom they justly

ascribed the negro insurrection, that a general wish was expressed through-

out the colony, to shake off the authority of the latter, and seek a remedy

for their distresses under the protection of Great Britam. The Englisli

cabinet, however, instead of following the example of France in a former

instance, did not attempt to profit by this disposition of the planters, al«

though the mother country was then in too distracted a state to have effec-

tually opposed any attack. The atrocities committed, both by the French

and tho blacks, during the civil war in St. Domingo, have been britfly no-

ticed ttt pp. 604—606 of our first volume.

t Sec Vol. I. pp. 466, 251 , and •2i}2.

* See iV/., note at p. H40.
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year. His next appointment was, Nov. 1795, t(3 the Defi-

ance 74, in which ship he served on the Channel station, for

a period of three years. The terrible fate with which he was

menaced during the general mutiny will be seen by reference

to p. 242 of our first volume.

From that painful subject, we now feel great pleasure in

directing the reader's attention to a most gallant exploit—the

capture of la Vengeance French frigate, mounting .52 guns, by

la Seine 48, to which ship Lieutenant Chetham had been ap-

pointed in Nov. 1798. An account of that action will be

found under the head of Sir David Milne, K. C. B. * Tlie

following is an extract from his Captain's official letter to

Lord Hugh Seymour, dated off St. Domingo, Aug. 22, 1800

:

" The behaviour of the officers and ship's company was such as has al-

ivays characterised British seamen. To my first Lieutenant, Mr. Chetham,

I am greatly indebted for his cool and steady behaviour, and for the amazing

lire kept up from the main-deck, which nothing couh'. surpass."

It is scarcely necessary to add that Lieutenant Chetham

was immediately advanced to the rank of Commander, a just

reward for his gallant conduct. He, however, appears to

have continued with Captain Milne, in la Seine, on the West

India static ii, until May 1801. We shall now give an out-

line of the services by which he attained his subsequent pro-

motion.

After remaining on half-pay nearly three years, Capt.nin

Chetham was appointed to the Sally hired armed ship, and

principally employed affording protection to the Baltic trade.

In April, 1807, being then at Elsineur, he took upon himself

the responsibility of proceeding to Dantzic, in consequence

of the British Consul having hinted to him by letter that the

ship he commanded might be of service in checking the ope-

rations of the enemy, whose grand object at that period it

was, to secure the possession or command of the countries

which he had over-run, by reducing the fortresses which still

held out on the Vistula, the Pregel, and the Oder. It may

* See Vol. I. p. 681. A^. B. La Seine had previously lieeu employed on

the coast of Africa.
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not be amies to remark, that the great battle of Eylau had

aftbrded Napoleon Buonaparte sufficient leisure, and ample

means, to prosecute the siege of Dantzic, and that the invest-

ment of that city was completed on the 2d April, I8O7.

Captain Chetham, having taken the Charles hired armed

brig under his orders, arrived off Dantzic, in company with

that vessel, on the 12th of the same month, and immedi-

ately volunteered to protect the entrance of Fairwater haven,

which had previously been attacked by part of the powerful

French army under Marshal Lefebvre. This handsome offer

was thankfully accepted by the Prussian commander-in-chief.

General Kalereuth; and the Sally accordingly moved into

Fairwater, where she was moored so as to flank an isthmus

that the enemy would be obliged to pass in order to renew

their attack.

On the 17th April, Captain Chetham made a desperate at-

tempt to open the comnmuication between Dantzic and Fort

Weeickselmunde, by crossing the bar, and warping and towing

his ship up the Vistula, towards the Great tloUands, a position

on the Nehrung, at the point of the Holmen, which the enemy

had taken possession of, in order to intercept all supplies in-

tended for the Prussian garrison, and at the same time to

secure a ready communication between the different divisions

of Marshal Lefebvre's army *.
^ On this occasion Captain

Chetham lightened his ship sufficiently to pass the bar, by

putting all her stores on rafts in Fairwater haven.

At 6-30 P. M., the Sally commenced action with upwards

of 2000 French troops, who had strongly entrenched them-

selves at the Great Hollands, where they were also sheltered

by the ruins of some houses lately burnt, and supported by

three pieces of artillery, as likewise by a small battery at

Legan, on the opposite bank of the river. General Kalereuth

and his brave garrison were the admiring spectators of this

heroic act, which, although not completely successful, had

1 1*

at ,

':f i i^-
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* The Nehrung, or Frisch Nerunj^, is u tongue of land extending from

the main brooch of the Vistula nearly to Pillau, and separating Fairwater

from the Baltic sea.
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the good effect of inspiring them with additional energy and

confidence.

By 9 o'clock, the Sally's larboard guns were all disabled

;

her masts, sails, and rigging much damaged; and half her crew,

including Mr. James Edwards Eastman, the first Lieutenant,

wounded. To bring her starboard broadside to bear, and at

the same time to maintain her position, was impossible;

there being then no wind, and the current running with great

rapidity. Captain Chetham was consequently obliged to drop

down to his former station, where he had the satisfaction of

receiving a handsome letter from General Kalereuth, of which

the foUoMdng is a copy

:

" Sir,— I return you hearty thanks for your endeavours the day before

yesterday to re-establish the communication ; and although they were not

completely successful, owing to the wind not favoring, I feel myself never-

theless much indebted to you for them, as well as for the station you have

taken in Fairwatcr, to protect that fort, which I consider perfectly safe

while you are there ; and I trust in your praiseworthy zeal and attachment

to the good cause, that, when circumstances and the weather permits,

without exposing your ships, you will not discontinue to make such at-

tempts as may re-establish the communication which is so necessary. The

interruption to it is so much the more painful, as it deprives me of the

pleasure of seeing you, and repeating the perfect regard with which I re-

main. Sir, your most obedient servant,

(Signed) " Kalereuth."
" Dantzio, \9th /Ipril, 1807."

(" Translated and attested Ity yllexander Gibson, junior.**)

Some idea may be formed of the close nature of this con-

flict when we state, that more than 1000 musket-balls were

found sticking in the Sally's larboard side ; and that the ene-

my's loss, according to information received a day or two

afterwards, amounted to upwards of 400 killed and wounded.

Captain George Sanders, of the Falcon sloop, then lying out-

side the Fairwater, his first Lieutenant and Purser, served

under Captain Chetham as volunteers on the above occasion^.

• The Falcon, of 14 guns, was lying in Dantzic bay when Captain

Chetham arrived there from Elsineur, but she never entered Fairwater

haven, nor were any of the Sally's stores ever put on board that vessel, as

has been stated by other writers. Captain Robert Clephane, of the Charles,

was ordeiiKl to remove his brig thither, on the 24th April, to protect fort
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Early in May, Captain Chetham despatched the Falcon to

Pillau, the sea-port of Koningsberg, in consequence of Lord

Hutchinson, who was then at the head-quarters of the allied

armies, having requested him to send a vessel thither, to act

as circumstances might require.

About this period a council of vvar was held, at which the

King of Prussia and the Grand Duke Constantine attended.

The subject of their deliberations was the dangerous situation

of Dantzic, which city the French had already attempted to

storm ; and it was finally agreed that an effort should be made
to throw succours into the garrison by sea.

In pursuance of this resolution, the Russian General Ka-

minsky embarked with Captain Sanders, through whose acti-

vity the troops under that officer's command were speedily

conducted to Dantzic bay ; and on their arrival, May 12th,

no time was lost in transporting them, by the boats of the

Sally and her consorts, to Fort Weeickselmunde, where the

General made immediate preparations for fighting his way to

the city. In this he would probably have succeeded, had he

delayed his attack upon the enemy's entrenchments i ntil the

wind became favorable for the Sally to co-operate with him,

according to Captain Chetham's suggestion ; but unfortu-

nately he did not feel justified in doing so, and although at

first successful, he was ultimately obliged to retreat with im-

mense loss, Marshal Lefebvre having sent over a large rein-

forcement, and thereby reversed the situation of the parties

opposed to each other on that side of the Vistula. Captain

Chetham, on this occasion, used every effort to get the Sally

across the bar, but without effect, the water being then very

low, owing to the prevailing winds : he, however, had the

satisfaction of finding that his exertions and intended co-ope-

ration were properly appreciated by General Kaminsky, who
afterwards made a very flattering representation of his con-

duct to the Emperor Alexander.

During these disastrous operations in the Nehrung, Captain

Weeickselmunde in case the Sally should go up the Vistula again, and he

appears to have rendered hinaself very useful during the whole of the ope-

rations in that quarter.

Wlli'l:
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Chetham received orders to return to Elsineur, and convoy a

fket from thence to England ; but at the solicitation of Ge-

neral Kaminsky (conveyed by letter) he remained in Fair-

water, and desired the commanders of three praams, who

arrived off Dantzic about the 13th May, to follow his direc-

tions*. This deviation from his instructions was subsequently

approved by the Admiralty.

On the l/th May, Captain Chetham determined upon

making an attempt to supply Dantzic with ammunition ; and

he accordingly ordered the Dauntless to the mouth of the

Vistula, for the purpose of forcing a bridge which the enemy

had constructed, and of conveying 600 barrels of gunpowder

to the besieged garrison ; but this design was likewise frus-

trated through adverse circumstances, for on her way thither,

with studding-sails set, thepraam suddenly broke round off; and,

owing either to the ignorance or obstinacy of her pilots, she

grounded on the Holmen, within half-musket shot of the ene-

my's batteries. On witnessing this disaster. Captain Chetham

immediately hoisted his top-sails^ and sent to the Valorous

for volunteers (the Sally having only 20 effective men on

board) ; but before his boat could return he was informed by

a Russian officer that the Dauntless had struck her colours,

and any further effort to assist her would consequently have

been useless.

It is foreign to our plan to enter much into the details of

the subsequent events in W^estern Prussia, they being almost

entirely of a military nature : suffice it to say, that General

Kaminsky was conveyed back to Pillau by the Falcon, some

of his troops accompanying him in that sloop ; the others

embarked on board the Charles, and the vessels in which they

had arrived under the protection of Captain Sanders : that

General Kalereuth was obliged to capitulate, about six weeks

prior to the famous treaty of Tilsit ; and that Colonel Schuler,

the gallant defender of Weeickselmunde, and his garrison, were

rescued by Captains Chetham and Mangin, who succeeded in

* Captains Christopher Strachey, Reuben Caiilaud Mangin, and Alex-

ander Richard Mackenzie i
of the Dauntless, Valorous, and Combatant.
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bringing them off at a very critical moment, the enemy being

then in the act of entering the fort, with such a force as

would have rendered the most determined resistance una-

vailable.

We next find Captain Chetham proceeding to Pillau, where

he received the personal thanks of the Prussian monarch for

his bravery on the IJth April, as also for the other services

performed by him during his continuance in Fairwater, a pe-

riod of nearly six weeks. It was in consequence of his dashing

conduct on that day, his unremitted endeavours to relieve

the garrison of Dantzic, and his zealous behaviour on other

occasions, whilst commanding the Sally, that the Admiralty

were pleased to include him in the promotion which took place

among the officers of Lord Gambler's fleet, Oct. 13, 1807.

In June, 1809, the subject of this memoir was appointed

acting Captain of the Illustrious 74 ; in which ship he accom-

panied the expedition to the Scheldt, where we find him
actively employed, landing troops and artillery, until Aug. 9,

when he was superseded by her proper commander, the late

Captain William Robert Broughton.

For eight months from this period. Captain Chetham ap-

pears to have laboured under the effects of the Walcheren

ague and fever, with which he was afflicted at the time of his

departure for England. In June 1810, however, we find

him sufficiently recovered to accept another command j and

he was accordingly appointed to the Leyden 64, armed en

flute; in which ship, when passing through the straits of

Messina, with troops sent out to defend Sicily, he was warmly

engaged with the enemy's batteries and flotilla, she being

becalmed within gun-shot of the Calabrian shore. He was

subsequently employed conveying troops to and from England,

Lisbon, and the Mediterranean.

Captain Chetham's next appointment was. May 7, 1812, to

the Hamadryad frigate ; but as she was then at sea, he did

not assume the command of that ship until her arrival at

Spithead, on the I3th of the following month.

After watching the harbour of Cherburgh for about two

months. Captain Chetham proceeded to the Baltic, where he

\i
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commanded a small detached squadron during the remainder

of 1812. In Oct. he reported the capture of a Danish row-

boat, mounting 2 brass guns and 1 swivel, with a comple-

ment of 30 men ; and le Pilotin French lugger privateer, of

four 12-pounder carronades and 31 men. The former vessel

was taken by a single boat's crew, under the command of his

first Lieutenant, Mr. Horace Petley ; the latter by a detach-

ment of boats, under the directions of the same gallant othcer,

assisted by Lieutenant Frank Cutler, of the Clio *.

In the evening of Feb. 28, 1813, when ofiF Beachy Head, on

her return to the Baltic station, the Hamadrj^ad was fired at

by a French lugger, which had been skulking under the land.

Captain Chetham immediately tacked, brought the enemy

under his lee-guns, and returned the salute with a few shot

;

but unfortunately the lugger persisted so obstinately in her

endeavours to escape, that she overset and sunk at such a

distance from the frigate as precluded the possibility of saving

any of her crew.

During the whole of the ensuing season. Captain Chetham

commanded a light squadron stationed in the Sleeve ; and at

the close of the year he captured the Abigail, Danish national

cutter, with a cargo of naval stores, from Frederickswarn

bound to Copenhagen.

In 1814, the Hamadryad was employed on the Newfound-

land station, from whence she towed the Paragon, a dismasted

merchant ship, with a very valuable cargo, to Halifax. For

this service,' performed during a heavy gale of wind. Captain

Chetham received the public thanks of the merchants to

whom she was consigned. The Hamadryad returned home

in Jan. 1815, and was paid off at Woolwich on the 7^^ of tlie

following month.

Captain Chetham's last appointment was, May 1816, to the

Leander 60, fitting for the flag of Rear-Admiral Milne, com-

mander-in-chief on the Halifax station. The cause of that

ship being afterwards placed under the orders of Lord £x-

* Three Danish luggers, of 2 guns each, came out from Rodlye to sup-

port le Pilotin, but retreated on the advance of the British boats.
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mouth may not be generally known, and we shall therefore

state it.

On his return from the coast of Barbary, in June 1816,

Lord Exmouth found that government had determined to

chastise the Algerines for their renewed aggressions, and that

he had been selected to command the expedition destined

against their capital. Having re-hoisted his flag, his lordship

went on board the Boyne and every other ship of his former

squadron, in order to procure men for the intended service j

but, astonishing as it may appear, the total number of volun-

teers did not exceed seven or eight ! Upon hearing this, Cap-

tain Chetham immediately waited upon the noble Admiral,

and offered the services of the Leander and her crew, stating

that he was confident his men would go any where with him.

It is almost needless to add, that this spirited offer was thank-

fully accepted, and that, by return of post, an order was re-

ceived from the Admiralty for the Leander to be put under

LordExraouth's immediate directions. The following minutes

of the desperate battle in which she was consequently en-

gaged are copied from her log-book, for the purpose of shew-

ing in what a dangerous situation she was placed on the

memorable 27th Aug. 1816

:

"At day-light, observed the city of Algiers bearing W. S. W. At eight,

light airs inclining to calm. Observed a French frigate working out of the

bay. H. M . S. iSevern hoisted a flag of truce, and despatched a boat to-

wards the city. At ten, hoisted out all the boats, and prepared them for

service. At noon, the French frigate joined company. Observed the Se-

vern's boat pulling out from the city, P. M. at 2-30, Lord Exmouth made
the general signal, " Are you ready ?" vvhich was immediately answered,

" Ready." He then made the signal to bear up—bore up, Leander within

her own length of the commander-in-chief standing in for the mole, ob.

served the enemy's batteries crowded with men, and their gun-boats pre-

pared to board. At 2-40, clewed up our sails, following the motions of the

commander-in-chief, who, at 2-45, anchored abreast of the Mole, and within

halfpistol-shot. At 2-47, Leander anchored in her station, close a-head of

the Queen Charlotte, in fivefathoms water, whe« the enemy opened a most

tremendous fire, which was instantly returiKHl by the broadsides of the

Queen Charlotte and Leander, the fleet anchoring in the stations assigned

them, and opening a vigorous fire. Observeil that our fire had totally de-

stroyed the enemy's gun-boats and row-galleys, and defeated their intention

ft

1

' I
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of boardiiif^. Tiic battle uow raged with great fury, ofGcers aud men falling

very fast. x\t 3-50, an officer of the Hebrus came from the commander-iii-

chief, with orders to cease liring, to allow the enemy't frigate moored across

the Mole to be act on fire, which was done in a gallant style by a boat from

the Queen Charlotte. At 3-55, a vigort)us firing was recommenced on both

sides. Our fiat boats throwing rockets with good effect, som« magazines

were observed to explode. At 4-10, t/ie enemy^sfrigate burning with great

rapidity, and drifting near us, the commander-in-chief sent an officer to

direct us to haul out clear of her. At 4-15, the commander-in-chief made

the signal for barges and pinnaces. Sent our boats to Queen Charlotte,

imder the command of Lieutenant (George IMitford) Monke. At 4-30,

Lieutenant Monke returned, with orders from the commander-in-chief to

keep the boats in readiness to assist the Leander. Perceiving the ship on

fire to be drifting past us, kept our station. At 6-30, observed the city on

fire in several places, and the Mole-head and other batteries near us almost

demolished ; the enemy re-mounling guns, we continuing a smart cannon-

ade. At seven, found the l)attcries a!)rcast of us to slacken, but we were

greatly cut up from batteries on the starboard bQjv. Run a hawser to Se-

vern, and hove our broadside to bear on them. At 7-26, the whole of the

enemy's ships in the Mole were observed to be on fire ; our masts, yards,

sails, and rigging, at this period, so entirely cut to pieces, as to prevent us,

if necessary, setting a sail on the ship ; officers and men falling fast, and a

great proportion already killed and wounded ; but our fire continued with

unabated fury; enemy's fire considerably slackened ; ships on fire drifting

near us, hauled on our spring fast to Severn, but found it shot away; mailc

it fast again, and cut the small bower, to haul out of tho way of the ships

onfire. At 9-45, the fleet hauling and towing out ; but from the state of

the masts, sails, and rigging, found our own exertions ineffectual to haul or

tow out ; our hawser, which was fast to Severn, being gone, and no other

ship near us. Lowered the gig to send Lieutenant (Thomas) Sanders, to

inform Lord Exmouth of our situation, but the boat was sunk, and the jolly

boat, which that oflicer and crew then embat l;ed in, was also sunk a short

distance from the ship. The crew being picked up by the flat-boat, she pro-

ceeded to the commander-in-chief, who immediately ordered assistance to

be sent to us. At 10-30, cut the stern cables, boats towing; made another

hawser fast to the Severn, which, with a light air off the shore, enabled us

to move out slowly, and clear the ships on fire. Enemy re-commenced u

heavy fire of musketry upoB us ; fired grape and canuister occasionally to

dislodge his small-arm men. At 1 1-25, ceased filing, the ship drawing fast

out of the bay. Light breezes with thunder and lightning. At uiid-nigbt

answered the signal for the fleet to anchor."

On thiM glorious occasion, the Leander it* said to have ex-

pended 22,800 pounds of gunpowder, 4116 round shot, and

\\
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ati ample proportion of grape and cannister*. Her loss con-

sisted of 17 persons killed, and 118 wounded.

We have already stated that Lord Exmouth was created a

Viscount for his brilliant achievement; that Rear-Admiral

Milne was made a K. C. B., and that the bearer of the dupli-

cate despatches, Captain James Brisbane, was knighted, in

consequence of so brilliant a victory. Captains Ekins, Aylmer,

Wise, Maitland, Paterson, and Coode, also, were nominated

Companions of the Bath ; but Captains Brace, Palmer, and

Chetham, having the C. B. already attached to their names,

were not honored with any fresh mark of distinction, except

that of receiving the thanks of Parliament, in common with

tlieir brother officers who were otherwise rewarded. The

cause thereof has been stated at p. 261 of our second volume.

They had the satisfaction, however, of being informed by

Viscount Melville, that the Prince Regent was " fully aware

of their meritorious conduct off Algiers," and that H.R. H.

duly appreciated " the skill, valour, and perseverance with

which the ships under their command were fought in that long

and arduous conflict/'

The Leander subsequently proceeded to her original desti-

nation, from whence she returned with Sir David Milne, at

the expiration of that officer's command. The following is an

exact copy of a letter which was put into Captain Chetham'a

hands, by the Secretary to Neptune^ when crossing the tropic,

in 1819

:

" To Edward Chetham, Esq. C. B. Captain ufH. M. S. Leander.

h. S. " We semi this grcetitii^ to thee fruin our most potent Kingdom,

considering thee as enc who has had our must peculiar regard and esteem

from thy earliest entrance into our maratinie ufTuirs. We have not lost

si^ht of thee during the glorious (>truggle thou didst aid and assist thy

country (our special care) to maintain her lihcrty during a scries of years in

tiic midst of sanguinary warfare ; hut much more hattt thou attracted our

further regard when turhulent Europe rested from the alarms that liy turns

distracted her hoaom and ull was peace ; when thou (our favourite) didst

^m

•I,
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• See Nov. Chron. Vol. XXXVI, p. 4;M).
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manfully step forth and offer thy services to extirpate slavery from the liar-

barian's laiid^ that wish of thine from our court \vas heard, and met its due

applause ; hut when we heard how nobly thou didst contest the lieatlien,

then was our joy complete, and shortly may'st thou return to thy Native

Shore (our much loved isle) and meet the reward thy merit so tranncendantli/

deserves. But now unto our state aifairr). The ship thou dost command
having not for a number of years crossed these West-Indian territories of

mine, at least so my catalogue informs me, which likewise points to another

glorious atchievement in which thou didst display a most prominent fea-

ture—T shall not dwell on subjects, I mean that of la Seine, and le Ven-

geance; you find me a little digressing, but old men (Neptune) are fnixl

sometimes of encouraging young men who are worthy thereof. I shall agaiii

allude to my catalogue, which gives mc information that thou hast under

thy command several young officers, seamen, and marines, who have never

entered these my dominions before. I shall now insist upon their complyitiQr

with a custom, which has been time out of mind, but shall rcijuest your ap-

probation, for I shall never consider those my children who have never been

initiated into the mysteries of the Nuutica Magica.

" Given under our hand and seal, at our Tropical

Court, this I2th day of February, Anno Domino,

1819.

(Signed) *' Neptune."

Captain Chetliam married, June 1810, Margaret, youngest

daughter of the late Peter Dean, of the Bahamas, Esq. and

has issue five sons and three daughters. Two of his brothers

are Lieutenant-Colonels ; Richard, in the 47th regiment, and

John, in the 6 1st. Mrs. Chetham's sisters are united to Ma-

jor-General Cuming, late of the 47tli; and Captain John

Serrell, R.N.

^gent.—A. C. Marsh, Esq.
,'

t '

'( '
I

GEORGE COCKS, Esq.

Commanded the Thmider bomb during the siege of Co-

penhagen, in I8O7. The following extracts from the journals

of Admiral Gambler and Lord Cathcart, will show the nature

of the operations in which he was engaged at that period :

"Aug. 1 5th, the fleet worked upfront abreast of Elsineur to Wiltcck; ilie

reserve anchored nearest the shore, covered by the Surveillante frigate, and

by several sloops, bombs, and gun-brigs ; 16th, the reserve lamlcd at <>

A. M., with the ordoancc of a light brigade, and occupied the heightx. Tlic
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remainder of the infiantry, &c. &c. followed ; 17th, heBd-()uarters established

at Hellerup ; cavalry commenced disembarking. The piquets of the left

towards the town were attacked about noun, at the same time the eiiemy's

gun-boats rowed out of the harbour, and cannonaded the left of the line

with grape and round shot. H. M. bombs, &c- having been towe<l as near

the harbour as tb<>y could, opened a fire at a considerable distance upon the

enemy's flotilla, which, after a long cannonade, retired into the harbour

;

ISth, at day-break the gun-boats attacked the inshore squadron, trusting

to the superior weight of .their guns. The gun-brigs having, during the

night, exchanged their carronades for long 1 8-pounder8, the enemy retired,

but advanced again with increased numl)er8. A brigade of nine-pounders

having been brought to the British post at Bagerne's Mill, took them in

flank, and after cannonading for some time they were driven in ; lf)th, the

advanced squadron took a position near the entrance of the harbour, within

the Crown battery, and on the 22nd, was attacked, about 10 A. M., by

three praams (each carrying 20 guns) and a considerable number of gun-

boats (said to be more than thirty), in addition to the fire from the Treko-

ner, the floating batteries, and block-ships, which was continued for more

than four hours. The fire was returned with great spirit from the squa-

dron, and some attempts were made to throw Congrevc's rockets ; but the

distance was too great to produce much cCfoct from them." On this occa-

sion, says Admiral Gambler:—" I am happy to find the squadron received

no material injury. We have, however, to regret the loss of Lieutenant

Johr .

' odford, of the Cruiser, with 3 men killed in the several vessels,

and *" :ded. On the part of the enemy, it is believed that one gun-

boat .a disabled or sunk, and one of the praams was observed to be

towed out of the action disabled. The ships and vessels undermentioned

were ongaged in this affair, and I have acquitted myself of a most pleasing

duty in conveying to their commanders, officers, and crews, the warm sense

of praise and approbation with which their bravery and energy during so

lung and so heavy a contest have inspired me i—Thunder, Zebra, Fury,

iEtna, and Vesuvius, bombs," commanded by Captains George Cocks, Wil-

liam Bowles, John Sanderson Gibson, William Godfrey, and Richard Ar-

thur; "Cruiser, Kite, and Mutine, sloops," Captains Pringlc Stoddart,

Joseph James, and Hew Stcuart; " Hebe armed ship," Captain Andrew
King; "Fearless, Indignant, Urgent, Pincher, Tigress, Desperate, and

Safeguard, gun-brigs," under the command of Lieutenants John Williams,

George Broad, Peter Righy, James Aberdour, R. Long, — Price, and Ro-

bert Balfour; " three armed transports, and tea launches fitted as mortar-

boats."

yfug. 31, the Danish gun-boats and batteries again attacked

the inshore squadron, and succeeded in blowing up iin armed

transport, by wbicli disaster U persons lost their lives, and

< n
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20 others were more or less injured ; among the latter was

Lieutenant Henry Nathaniel Rowe, of the Valiant 74.

Sept. 2, the mortar batteries which had been erected by the

army, together with the bomb-vessels, began the bombard-

ment of Copenhagen, with such effect, that in a short time the

town was set on fire ; and by the aid of the artillery, it was

kept in flames till the evening of the 5th, when General Pey-

mann sent out a flag of truce desiring an armistice, to afford

time to treat for a capitulation. The result of this negociation

has been stated in our memoir of Lord Gambier. Captain

Cocks was advanced to post rank on the 13tb of the following

month.

Agent, M'Inerheny, Esq.

\t

REUBEN CAILLAUD MANGIN, Esq.

This officer is a son of the late Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel

Henry Mangin, 12th dragoons, and a grand nephew of tlie

late Brigadier-General John Caillaud, of Aston-House, co.

Oxford, in whom, on the demise of his father, he found a pro-

tector, through whose parental kindness his future welfare

was greatly promoted.

Mr. R. C. Mangin was born in Dublin, Nov. 1, 1780; and

entered the naval service in 1794, under the patronage of Sir

John Borlase Warren, Bart, with whom he served the greater

part of his time as a midshipman, on board the Pomone, Ca-

nada, Tcmeraire, and Renown, from which latter ship he was

removed into hi Minerve frigate, commanded by Captain (now

Sir George) Cockburn, on the Mediterranean station.

La Pomone, of 44 guns, bore Sir John B. Warren's broad

pendant^ during the Quibcron expedition, in 1795* ; and sub-

sequently cruised with very considerable success on the Chan-

nel station, as will be seen by the following correct statement

of the captures, 8lc. effected by her, and other ships coni-

* See Vol. I. note at p. 169, et tetj.
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posing the Western squadron, under that officer's orders, in

1795 and 1797:

Twenty-five ships and vessels of war, including privateers, captured

;

twelve ditto destroyed ; eighty-seven merchantmen taken, nineteen ditto,

recaptured, and fifty-four destroyed ; twenty-three neutrals detained, and

part of each cargo condemned :

—

total 220.

In the Canada 74, Mr. Mangin was also present at the cap-

ture of many vessels ; and bore a part in the action with M.
Bompart's squadron, off Ireland, Oct. 12, 1798*. His com-

mission as a Lieutenant bears date Dec. 3, 1800; from which

period he served on board the St. Fiorenzo and la Virginia

frigates, until promoted to the rank of Commander, May 8,

1804 f.

For this latter step, and for his subsequent appointment to

the Valorous praam, which led to his further advancement.

Captain Mangin was indebted to the Earl of St. Vincent,

whose friendship he had the honor of enjoying to the last

moment of his lordship's existence.

The operations of a small squadron employed off Dantzic

during the siege of that city by the French army, in April

and May, 1807, have already been noticed under the head of

Captain Edward Chetham, C. B.J, who was much indebted to

the subject of this sketch for his assistance in rescuing the

garrison of fort Weeickselmunde, at the very moment that a

division of Marshal Lefebvre's troops was about to occupy

that position. For this important service. Captain Mangin

was honored with the personal thanks of his Prussian Ma-
jesty, then at Pillau, to which port the remnant of a Russian

corps, under General Kaminsky, had also been conducted by

the British squadron.

Captain Mangin afterwards joined the fleet under Admiral

Gambler, off Copenhagen, and through that officer's recom-

mendation he was made post on the Idth Oct. following. In

the spring of 1811, we find him appointed, pro tempore, to

^^

* See Vol. I. p. 171, et »f(]> •'

t The St. Fiorenio went to India with despatches, in 1802. See Memoir
of Rear-Admiral Bingham.

Seep. 2&2. '"' '
,
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the Saldanha frigate, on the Irish station, where he continued

but for a short period ; since which he has not been able to

obtain another command.
Captain Mangin married, April 11, 1803, Magdalene, daugh-

ter of the Rev. H. D'Abzac, late Senior Fellow of Trinity

College, Dublin ; and by that lady he has four sons and

two daughters still living. We should here observe, that the

Mangin and D'Abzac families are both of French origin, and

that the grandfathers of Captain and Mrs. Mangin left France

at the same time, in consequence of the religious persecu-

tion that followed the revocation of the Edict of Nantz.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

WILLIAM CROFT, Esq.

Obtained the rank of Commander, May 8, 1804 ; com-

manded the Alacrity brig, at the siege of Copenhagen j and

was consequently made a Post-Captain, Oct. 13, 1807.

I

YX-

«
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SIR JOHN PHILLIMORE, Knt.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

Son of the late Rev. — Phillimore, Rector of Orton, in

Leicestershire (near Atherstone, co. Warwick) ; and brother

to Dr. Phillimore, M. P., a Commissioner of the India Board,

Regius Professor of Civil Law in the University of Oxford,

and Chancellor of the Diocese of Oxford.

This officer commenced his naval career in 1795, and

served the whole of his time as Midshipman, under the com-

mand of Captain (afterwards Sir George) Murray, hi la

Nymphc frigate, and the Colossus, Achille, and Edgar 748*.

The Colossus formed part of the fleet under Sir John Jervis,

in the action off Cape St. Vincent, Feb. 14, 1797 j and was

wrecked on a ledge of rocks, in St. Mary's harbour, Snlly,

on her return from the Mediterranean and Lisbon, Dec. 7)

• Vicc-Adinirnl Sir Gporjfc Murray, K. ('. B, died at Chichester, Feb.

28, 1819.
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1798*. The Achille was principally employed blockading

Brest; and the Edgar led tlie van of Nelson's division, off

Copenhagen, April 2, 1801 : her loss on that glorious day

amounted to 31 killed, and 111 wounded.

The first Lieutenant of the Edgar having fallen in the

battle, Mr. Philliniore was immediately appointed to fill the

vacancy thereby occasioned ; and he appears to have continued

with Captain Murray, on the Baltic station, until the peace of

Amiens ; after which we find him serving as senior Lieute-

nant of the Gannet sloop of war. His promotion to the rank

of Commander took place May 10, 1804,

In 1805, Captain Phillimor vas appointed to the Cormo-

rant sloop, on the North Sea station j and towards the close

of 1806, he removed from her into the Bellette brig, of 18

guns, which vessel was employed under the orders of Com-

modore Qwen, when that officer made an attack upon the

Boulogne flotilla, in order to try the utility of Congreve's

rockets ; an experiment already noticed at pp. 132— 134 of our

second volume.

Captain Phillimore subsequently convoyed two transports,

laden with provisions and military stores, to Colberg, a town

in Prussian Pomerania, then vigorously besieged by the

French, and obstinately defended by the celebrated Blucher,

who was thus enabled to hold out until a negociation for peace

was entered into, at Tilsit f. ' •
'"

Returning from Colberg to join Admiral Gambier*8 fleet off

Copenhagen, Captain Phillimore witnessed the defeat of the

Danish troops at Kioge, Aug. 29, 1807 > on which occasion

upwards of 60 otficers and 1500 men were taken prisoners by

• See Nav. Chron. Vol. I. p. 86.

t Culberjif and Graudcnz vvere the only Prussian fortresses that success-

fully resisted their besiegers. Tiic attempt to reduce Colberg proved fatal

to thousands of the enemy. If all the governors had been animated with

the tidelity and pers^cvering courage of Blucher, the issue of the war be-

tween Frederick and Napoleon might have been very diflerent. It was at

this siege that Colonel Schill, whose heroism, loyalty, and patriotism shone

forth so conspicuously afterwards in the north of Germany, first attracted

the attention and admiration of hit countrymen. .,.,', }
.
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a British detachment under the command of Sir Arthur

Wellesley, whom he released from a considerable encum-

brance by taking charge of, and embarking all the arms,

ammunition, and stores found at that place, and also the

arms, &c., thrown away by the enemy in their flight.

A day or two after this event, Captain Phillimore was sent

to reconnoitre the harbour of Copenhagen ; and whilst thus

employed his brig got becalmed close in shore, which obliged

him to let go an anchor with a spring on the cable. Perceiv-

ing his situation, the Danish governor immediately ordered

sixteen gun-vessels to attack him, each of them mounting 2

long 24-pounder8, and rowing 40 oars. This formidable flo-

tilla approached pretty close to the Bellette; but three of them

being sunk by her well-directed broadsides, the remainder re-

tired to a greater distance, where they continued engaging

her for a very considerable period. In the mean time, two

boats from every ship in the fleet were despatched to tow the

brig out of danger, and on their approach the enemy retreated.

Captam Phillimore's gallant conduct on this occasion was

so highly approved by Admiral Gambler, that, upon the sur-

render of Copenhagen, he selected the Bellette to carry heme

the officers charged with the naval and military despatches,

in consequence of which her commander was promoted to

post rank, Oct. 13, 1807; but he appears not to have been

superseded until Feb. in the following year.

After landing Captain Collier anA Lord Cathcart's aide-de-

camp, the Bellette returned to the Baltic, where she continued

affording protection to the trade until Dec. 1807. At the

latter period, Captain Phillimore was ordered to Gottenburgh,

for the purpose of collecting the homeward bound merchant-

men i and on his way thither he fell in with the only two ships

of war then belonging to Denmark,—a two-decker and a fri-

gate ; from which he escaped by running his brig into 2i and

I less 3 fathoms water, thereby rendering it impracticable for

the enemy to come near him *.

The Bellette conveyed Lord Hutchinson from Gottenburgh

to England, in Feb. 1808 ; and the subject of this memoir re-

* The above ships were proceeding froiii Christiansand to Copenhagen
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nmined on half-pay from that period until June 1809, when
he was appointed to command the Marlborough 74, during the

absence of Captain (now Sir Graham) Moore.

In the following month, Captain Phillimore accompanied the

j^rand armament sent against Antwerp ; and during the ope-

rations in the Scheldt, we find him employed on detached ser-

vice, with several armed transports under his orders. He was
superseded by Captain Moore about the month of Oct. follow-

ing; appointed to the Diadem troop -ship in June, 1810; and

removed to the Eurotas, a new 38 -gun frigate, May 4, 1813.

TheEurotas appears to have been armed with 28 of Con-

greve's experimental medium 24 pounders, 16 carronades, 2
long nines, and the usual boat gun ; her established comple-

ment was, we believe, 320 officers, men, and boys. She

suiled on her first cruise towards the latter end of Aug. 1813

;

and witnessed the capture of la Trave French frigate, Oct.

23, in the same year*. On the 25th Feb.. 1814, Captain

Phillimore was dangerously wounded in a severe action with

la Clorinde, mounting 23 long l8-pounders, 14 carronades, 2
long eights (French), and 12 brass swivels, with a comple-

ment of 360 picked men, including officers. The conflict is

thus described by Captain Phillimore, hi a letter to Lord

Keith, dated Mar. 1,1814:
" Oh the 25th ult., being then in lat. 47° 40' N., and long. 9° 30' W.,

we perceived a sail upon the lee-beam, to which we gave chase. We soon

discovered her to be an enemy's frigate, and that she was endeavouring to

out-manceuvre us in bringing her to action; but huvhig much the advan-

tage in sailing (although the wind had unfortunately died away), wc were

enabled at about 5 o'clock to pass uudcr her stern, hail her, and comntcnce.

close action.
,

" When receiving her broadside and passing to her bow, our mizen-mast

was shot away. I then ordered the helm to be put down to lay her

aboard; but the wreck of our mizcn-raast lying on our quarter, prevented

this desirable object from being accomplished.

" The enemy just passed clear of us, and both officers and men of the

Eurotas renewed the action with the most determined bravery and resolu-

tion, while the cuemy returned our fire in a warm and gallant manner. We
succeeded in raking her again, and then lay broadside to broadside. At

'A\
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• See Vol II., Part II. p. 635.
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6-20, our mahi-inaet fell by the board, the enemy's mizen-mast falling a

the same time ; at 6-50, our fore-mast fell, and the enemy's maiu-mast al-

most immediately afterwards. At 7-10, she slackened her fire; but havinjf

her fore-mast standing, she succeeded with her fore-sail in getting out of

range. During the whole of the action we kept up a heavy and well-di-

rected fire ; nor do I know which most to admire, the seamen at the great

guns, or the marines with their small-arms, they vying with each other

who should most annoy the enemy.
" I was at this time so much exhausted by the loss of blood, from

wounds I had received in the early part of the action, from a grape shot,

that I found it impossible for me to remain any longer upon deck. I was

therefore under the painful necessity of desiring Lieutenant Smith to take

command of the quarter-deck, to clear the wreck of the fore-mast and

main-mast, which then lay nearly ^ore and aft the deck, and to make sail

after the enemy ; but, at the same time, I had the satisfaction of reflecting

that I had left the command in the bands of a most active and zealous

officer.

" We kept sight of the enemy during the night, by means of boats' sails

and a jigger on the ensign-staff; and before l^o'clock the next day. Lieu-

tenant Smith reported to me, that, by the great exertions of every officer

and man, jury-courses, top-sails, stay-sails, and spanker, were set in chase

of the enemy, who had not even cleared away his wreck ; and that we were

coming up with him very fast, going at the rate of 6J knots : that the decks

were perfectly clear; and that the officers and men were as eager to renew

the action as they had been to commence it ; but, to the great mortification

of every one on board, we perceived two sail on the lee-bow, which proved

to be the Dryad and Achates ; and they having crossed the enemy (we only

4 or 5 milesdistant), before we could get up to her, deprived us of the gra-

tification of having her colours hauled down to us *.

" The enemy's frigate proved to be la Clorinde, Captain Dennis Legarde

;

mounting 44 guns, with 4 brass swivels in each top, and a complement of

360 picked men.
" It is with sincere regret I have to state that our loss is considerable,

having 20 killed and 40 wounded ; and I most sincerely lament the loss of

3 fine young midshipmen, 2 of whom had served the whole of their time

with me, and who all promised to be ornaments to the service. Among the

wounded, is Lieutenant Foord, R. M , who received a grape-shot in his

thigh, while gallantly heading his party f.
" I learn from Mens. Gerrard, one of the French officers, that they cal-

• See Vol. IL, Part II., p. 664.

t Midshipman Thonms Robert Brigstocke (now a Commander) was also

wounded, Imt not severely. The total number, according to the surgeon's

report, was 38 wounded.
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culate their loss on board la Clorinde at 120 men. It is therefore unne.

cessary for me to particularize the exertions of every individual on board

this ship, or the prouiptneas with which every order was put into execution

by so young a ship's company : but I inu^st l)eg leave to mention the able

assistance which I received from Lieutenants Smith, Graves, Randolph,

and Beckham * ; Mr. Beadiieli, the Master ; and Lieutenants Foord and

Connell, R. M. ; the very great skill and attention shewn by INIr. Thomas
Cuoke Jones, surgeon, in the discharge of his impoitant duties; and the

active services ofMr. John Bryan, purser, and the whole of the warrant of.

ficers, mates, and midshipmen ; whom I beg leave most strongly to recom-

iBend to your lordship's notice."

We have been favored with the following additional paiti-

culars, by an officer who belonged to the Eurotas at that

period :

—

" At 5 P. M., we were immediately in the wake of la Clorinde, and not

more than 100 yards distant from her. She had suffered us to approach

thus close without firing a gun ; both ships going about two points free.

We now shortened sail to top-sails, top-gallant-sails, jib, and driver ; the

enemy following our example. The action commenced by Eurotas bearing

up and pouring a broadside into Clorinde's stern, which proved more de-

structive to her crew than to her masts or rigging; the French officers cal-

culated that it killed and wounded 40 men. We then luffed up under the

enemy's lee, and received her broadside, by which about 30 of our people

were also slain and wounded : la Clorinde's fore-top-mast fell very soon

after our mizen-mast. At G-20, Eurotas having lost her main-must, the

enemy's frigate began to shoot a-head ; but when a little on our weather-

bow she either fell off for want of after-sail, or put her helm up in order to

cross our hawse. Observing this, the jib was immediately run up f, and

the boarders assembled on the forecastle, where 120 men were collected at

the moment that la Clorinde's broadside bore upon our stem ; but to the

astonishment of every body, she did not fire a gun : this was afterwards ac-

counted for by her officers, who said that they made sure the Eurotas would

succeed in laying them on board, and that they therefore had ail their ship'i

company ready to repel the expected assault. Unfortunately, la Clorinde

shot clear of the Eurotas, the latter not having way enough through the

water, and our boarders were consecpiently sent down to mann the larboard

guns ; another broadside was then thrown into the enemy's stern, and her

uiain-mast immediately fell : the head of her fore-mast had previously been

shot away, but the fore-yard was left hanging, which enabled her to get out

of range, although the sail was nearly cut to pieces. By 9 o'clock, our

• Robert Smith, Richard Wilcox Graves, Charles Grenville Randolph, and

Zebcdee Beckham.

t The jib halliards bad been previously shot away.
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decks were completely cleared of the wreck ; and in addition to the heats'

sails and jigjfer-inizen, we had a lower-studding-sail set on a temporary jury

fore-mast ; la Clorinde did not hend a new fore-sail until 12 P. M., at which

time we were only a mile distant from her. By 8 o'clock next morning

our jury-masts were all erected, viz., top-masts for lower-masts, and top-

gallant-masts for top-masts ; la Clorinde, however, had encreased her dis-

tance to about five miles.

" At 8-30 A. iM., another frinfate hove in sii,'ht, hut did not answer the

private signal, although it was kept flying for more than half an hour; this

induced us to believe that she was also an enemy, and the officers having

consulted together, it was thought best to discontinue the chase. We ac-

cordingly hove to until between 9 and 10 o'clock, when the stranger hoist-

ed English colours and fired a gun at la Clorinde ; upon which we bore up

and mad' ^ail after them. During the preceding night we inet an English

merchant schooner, and directed her master to keep between us and the

enemy in order to point out the position of la Clorinde ; for the perform-

ance.of which service he was handsomely rewarded by the Admiralty. When

the Dryad hove in sight, the Eurotas was coming up with la Clorinde hand

over hand.

" In this action we found ('ongreve's experimental 24-pounders very

light guns to work ; hut they were so lively that the allowance of powder

was very soon obliged to be reduced one-third, and subsequently one-half:

about an hour and a half from the commencement of the action, one of

them made a jump and actually touched the beams of the forecastle-deck

;

in fact, it was so hot that we were obliged to discontinue using it.

" On our arrival at Plymouth, Captain Phillimore was obliged to go to

the hospital, a canister-shot having passed through bis left breast and arm,

about three inches below the shoulder-joint : it was at first thought that the

wound in the breast was the most dangerous, as the breath oozed out, but

that was not the case ; the arm-bone was completely disunited, and from

the length of time Captain Phillimore kept the deck, together with his great

exertions, the latter wound was so much irritated, that the surgeon could

do nothing more than reduce the inflammation : had circumstances been

more favorable at the time, it was his wish to have taken the arm out of

the socket j but fortunately, Captain Phillimore's life was saved by other

means, and his limb is still useful to him."

La Clorinde was one of the finest ships of her class in the

French navy, and her crew had been long together. In Dec.

1809, she assisted at the capture of a British frigate, to the

eastward of Antigua *
j and it was principally from her fire

that the Galatea received so much damage, in the action off

* See Captain Samuel 0artlbtt Deecker.
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Madagascar, May 20, 181 1 f. The Eurotas, on the contrary,

had not been ten months in commission ; and although her

guns were of larger calibre than la Clorinde's, those on the

main-deck were by no means so effective : she was also

greatly inferior to the enemy in physical strength, there being

an unusually large proportion of boys among her crew. Lord
Keith's opinion of the manner in which she was manoeuvred

and fought is thus expressed, in a letter addressed to Captain

Phillimore, dated at Plymouth, Mar. 2, 1814 :

—

" I have had the honor to receive your letter of yesterday's date, {(iving

an account of the capture of la Clorinde French frigate, after a most se-

vere conflict between her and the ship you command. I have not failed to

represent to the Lords Commissioners of the Afliniralty, i.hai the i^ciion

reflects the highest honor upon your own bravery and pro'l-ssioniil i.'kUi,

and upon that of your officers and siiip's company. Von 'v iil i)0 pleasf^d tu

acquaint them, that I most highly approve of the zea) i<nd ,<;<>u(i conJuct

which they have shewn on this occasion ; and while 1 rc^^ret exceedingly

that you have been so severely wouudsd, I entertain a tlafieriki^' hop.; chat

his Majesty's service, and the country at large, will n^.S Ici^^ ba deprived

of your valuable services.

(Signed) " Kbiih.'

Captain Phillimore was nominated a C. 11 June 4^ 1 81 5
)

appointed to the William and Mary yacht, April V,% J 81^,0;

and knighted by Earl Talbot, Lord Lieutenant of Irelaiid, whilst

in attendance upon the Viceroy. His \kext appointment was,

Mar. 15, 1823, to the Thetis of 46 guns ; in which fri^jafce he

sailed for Mexico, with the commissioners appointed to enquire

into the political state of that countrj^, Oct. 19, in the same

year ; and returned to Plymouth, bringing 4 00,000 dollars an t

300 bales of cochineal, from the Havannah, Mar. 18, 1824.

In May following, intelligence having been veceivet!. ef the

defeat and death of Sir Charles McCarthy, commanding H. M.
troops on the western coast of Africa, Sir violin Vhillimcre

was despatched thither, with a detachment of the Roy?.'. Afri-

can corps, and supplies for Cape CoaL4 oastle., where he arrived

at a very critical period j the Af!hav:t?'?8hL\ing just encamped

close to the town, nnd an niiuck from them being hourly ex-

pected.

t See p. 33 of this volume*
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The enemy's army being very numerous, and the allied

force composed of various native tribes (some of them little

better than an organized rabble) , it became necessary that the

navy ishould render the most effective co-operation, and that

M'ith all j)ossible celerity. Accordingly, Sir John Phillimore

anchored the Thetis to the westward, and the Swinger gun-

brig to the eastward, within grape range of the beach, so as to

command the approaches on each side of the castle, which

was garrisoned by two watches of his ship's company, and 16

volunteers from a merchant vessel, whilst the troops marched

out to meet their savage enemy : the officers, seamen, and

marines landed were all placed under the command of Mr.

Andrew Drew, first Lieutenant of the Thetis. The boats of

the frigate, gun- brig, and merchantmen, were also armed,

each with a brass field-piece, put under the direction of Lieu-

tenant William Cotesworth, and sent to act along the beach,

or with the castle, as circumstances should require. The gun-

ner and carpenter of the Thetis, with their respective crews,

laid a platform and mounted guns on Phipps's tower, which

important post was entrusted to the charge of Mr. Roswell,

master's-mate, haviiig under him a midshipman and 8 sailors.

These and other harassing services called forth the exertions

of every individual engaged in them, and they were performed

with that zeal, discretion, and regard to good discipline, which

render all our naval co-operations so effective, and which so

properly, on such occasions, become the theme of commen-

dation of all who witness them.

From July 4, the day of Sir John Phillimore 's arrival at

Cape Coast, until the 1 1 th of the same month, daily skir-

mishes took place between the Ashantees and the British out-

posts ; on the latter day, the enemy made u general attack

upon our position, abo; L luree quarters of a mile from the

shore ; the engag>^ment lasted, without intermission, until

dark, and terminated with their total defeat ; their loss was

computed at 2000 men, and their whole force appeared to be

disorgunixed; they broke up the following day from their ad-

vanced positions^ and conunenced a disorderly retreat to Coo*
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massie : the loss of the British and their allies was about 103

killed and 450 wounded.

Sir John Phillimore took his departure from Cape Coast on

the 22d July, touched at Acra, Princes island, and St. Mi-

chaels ; and returned to Spithead on the 29th Sept. We
subsequently find him cruising to the westward oi Sciliy, with

three experimental ships and one brig under Lis orders, for

the purpose of ascertaining their sailing qualities, which trial

he appears to have conducted with much perseverance and

ability.

In 1825, and the following year, the Thetis was principally

employed conveying various diplomatic personages to Na-

ples, Constantinople, and South America ; she returned from

Rio Jane'ro, Oct. 3, 182()j and was paid ofiF at Plymouth in

the course of the following month.

Agents,—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

" i''}M

commen-

FRANCIS BEAUMAN, Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1700; and ad anced to the

rank of Commander, Mar. 4, 1805. His post commission

bears date Oct. 13, 1807; from M-hich period he commanded
the Princess of Orange 74, u caring the flag of the late Sir

George Campbell, on the Downs station, until Mar. 1811,

Agent.—Sir F. M. Ommanney.

^f
'

. 'W

JAMES ROBERT PHILIPS, Esq.

A son, we believe, of the late Mr. Philips, Master K. N.

whom we have heard described as a very respectable officer.

The subject of this sketch is said to be a native of Scarbo-

rough, and we first fmd him serving as a Midshipman on board

till- Majestic 7^, bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral Caldwell,

by whom he was made u Lieutenant, into the same ship, on

the Leeward Isiands' station, in Dec, 1705. His next ap-
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pointment was to the Beaulieu of 4() guns, in which frigate

he witnessed the defeat of Admiral de Winter, by the heroic

Duncan, off Camperdown, Oct. 11, 1797*

At the close of that memorable conflict, Lieutenant Philips

took charge of the Monnikendam, a Dutch 40, which ship

had been engaged by the Monmouth 64, and was finally taken

possession of by the Beaulieu. In her he had the misfortune

to be wrecked on a sand near West Capel, and himself and

his people were consequently taken prisoners.

From this period we have no certaiji information respecting

Lieutenant Philips until his appointment to the Centurion of

50 guns. The gallant manner in which he defended that ship,

when attacked by a French squadron under Mons. Linois,

Sept. 18, 1804, has been fully described at p. 875, et acq. of

Vol. n. part IL His commission as a Commander bears date

Mar. 15, 1805.

In June, 1806, Captain Philips was appointed to the Bo-

netta of 14 guns, and ordered to act as commander of the

Gannet 16, at Sheeniess, until the arrival there of the former

sloop, then absent on convoy service. During the remaiiiilcr

of that year, he was principally employed escorting merchant-

men to and from the German rivers ; and, in 1S07, we find

him accompanying Captain Collard to the Baltic, where he

continued affording protection to the trade passing up und

down that sea, until his promotion to post rank, Oct. 13,

1807* He was superseded in the command of the Bonetta,

on his return from Copenhagen, at the close of the same year,

and has not since held any appointment.

Lieutenant John Alexander Philips, R. M. A. brother to tlic

subject of this sketch, served at a Midshipman under Captain

(now Sir William) Hargood, on the glorious 21 Oct. 1805;

and subsequently as Master's Mate of the lionctta, which

vessel he left in order to join the royal marines, 1806.
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WILLIAM KING, Esq.

Commenced his naval career at a very early ago, under the

patronage of the Earl of Sandwich, then First Lord of the

Admiralty. When only sixteen years of age, we find him act-

ing as Lieutenant of the Defence 74, commanded by Captain

Thomas Newnham, under whom he bur* a part in the action

between Sir Edward Hughes and Mon. de Suffrein, offCud-

dalore, June 20, 1783*. The Defence, on that occasion, had

7 killed and 38 wounded.

On his return to England, Mr. King quitted the service,

and continued at home for a considerable period, in conse-

quence of which he did not obtain a commission until 1790.

In 1794, he again sailed for the East Indies, as first Lieute-

nant to Commodore Rainier. Returning from India, as an

invalid; in one of the Hon. Company's ships, he was captured

by an enemy's cruiser, the commander of which accepted his

parole, and furnished him with the means of reaching Scilly,

from whence he was conveyed to the Cornish shore in one of

H. M, schooners, under the orders of Captain Byng, now
Viscount Torrington. During the remainder of the French

revolutionary war, he served as first Lieutenant to Captain

(now Sir Philip) Durham.

We next find Mr. King commanding the Cuvarra mcreliant

ship ; and at Uie renewal of hostilities he was appointed to a

gun-brig, which vessel he gave up in order to become Sir

Home Popham's first Lieutenant, in the Diadem G4. By that

officer he was successively appointed Commander of I'Espoir

brig, and Captain of the Diadem ; but these and other unau-

thorised acts of the Commodore^ during and subse(|uent to

the expedition against the Cape of Good Hope, in 1805 and

1806, were highly disapproved of by the Admiralty, and con-

secjucntly never confirmed.

The subject of this sketch commanded I'Espoir at the re-

duction of the Cape, and afterwards proceeded in the Diadem

to tiie Rio de la Plata. Hia services there are thus noticea

• Sec Vol. I. last par. of the note nl p A2h.

t ':
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by Sir Home Popham, in an official letter announcing the

capture of Buenos Ayres :

—

" The squadron anchored on the afternoon of the 25th (June) off Point

Quelmey h Pouchin, about 12 miles from Buenos Ayres. • • • • 'flie

Encounter was run in so close as to take the pfround, the more effectually

to cover the debarkation of the army in case of necessity : the wiiole, how.

ever, was landed in the course of the eveniripf witliout the least opposition;

consisting of the detachment of H. M. troops from the Cape, and tiiat from

St. Helena, tcith the marine battalion, undur the orders of Captain h'inif,

of H. M. S. Diadem, which was composed of the marines of the s(|uadron,

augmented by the incorporation of some seamen, and three companies of

Royal Blues, from the same source of enterprise, which had been rejjularly

trained for that duty, and dressed in an appropriate uniform.

" I consider Captain Kini;, with the officers of the marine battalion, so

completely under the report of General Bcresford, that I shall only statu

to their Lordships my extreme satisfaction on hearing personally from the

General how highly he appreciated every part of their conduct, particularly

the celerity with which they transported the artillery and troops across the

Rio Chuelo" (on rafts, &c., prepared by Captain King) " after the bridge

was burnt by the enemy."

We have reason to believe, that Captain King's actual pro-

motion to the rank of Commander took place at the close of

Lord Barham's naval administration ; and that he was posted

ia consequence of havinp- served as a volunteer on the expe-

dition against Copenhagen. His latter commission bears date

Oct. 13, 180/.

Captain King subsequently commanded the flag-ship of

Rear-Admiral Durham, on the North Sea station. Since tlio

peace, 1814, we find liim successively appointed to the Lco-

nidas and Eridanus frigates, to the preventive service in the

Isle of Sheppy, and to superintend the packet establishment

at Falmouth, which last appomtment he obtained April "J,

1823.

Whilst residing in the above ishmd. Captain King sug-

gested the propriety of placing the hawse-holes of two-decked

ships on the main-decks, and of three-deckers on the niidd'o-

decks ; in order that the grand battery might always be un-

incumbered ; that the cables might be bent or lashed, and a

foul anchor cleared, with greater faciUty and less (huigcr;

and that many other advantages might be obtained, the whole
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of which are pointed out and explained by him in a long letter

to Sir George Cockburn, G. C. B., dated April 21 , 1822.

Captain King's youngest son, a midshipman on board

H. M. S. Pyramus, died at Antigua, of the yellow fever, Feb.

7, 1822. His daughter is married to the Rev. Mr. Heath,

late one of the Masters of Eton College.

Agents.—Messrs. Maude.

PRINGLE STODDART, Esq.

Commenced his naval career in 1782, as a Midshipman in

the Hon. E. I. Company's service ; and made his first voyage

under the command of a relation, who was a Lieutenant in

the royal navy.

The first man of war that Mr. Stoddart joined was the

Exeter 64, commanded by Captain John Samuel Smith, and

forming part of the squadron under Sir Edward Hughes, on

the East India station. This was in April, 1783 ; and on the

20th June following he bore a share in an action with Mons.

Suffrein, off Cuddalore ; on which occasion the Exeter had 4

men killed and 9 wounded *.

Mr. Stoddart returned home in the Africa 64, Captain Ro-

bert M'Douall; and arrived in England about y* oril 1784.

fVe next find him in the Venus frigate, on the Insa station,

where he continued for a period of two years.

The Vestal being paid off in 1786, Mr. Stoddart then en-

tered the Russian navy as a Lieutenant ; and we believe that

he was engaged in most of, if not all the battles, that took

place during the war between Catharine and Gustavus, three

of which desperate encounters have been noticed at p. 292 et

seq. of our first volume.

Early in 1791 > when the conduct of Russia rendered it ne-

cessary for Great Britain to .".t out a powerful fleet, Mr. Stod-

dart was received as a Midshipman on board the Formidable

08, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral the Hon. J. Leveson

Gower j and after the settlement of that dispute, he re-cn-

tj- (

'lilSI

*' $» T -, iff

See Vol. I. la&t par. of the note at p. 425.
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tered the Hon. Company's service, as junior mate of an

Indiatnan, in which capacity he continued until the spring of

1703 ; when we find him joining the Andromache frigate,

commanded by Captain (now Admiral) Theophilus Jones.

Mr. Stoddart subsequently served on board the Valiant 74,

and Queen Charlotte of 100 guns ; the former ship attached

to Earl Howe's fleet in the glorious battle of June 1, 1794
;

and the hatter bearing a part in the action off I'Orient, June

23, 1795 *. His promotion to the rank of Lieutenant took

place in Mar. 1796 ; on which occasion he was appointed tu

the Trident 64.

From that ship Mr. Stoddart was removed into the Tre-

mendous 74, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Pringle, under

whom he assisted at the capture of a Dutch squadron^ in Sal-

danha bay, Aug. 18, 1796 f.

In Jan. 1798, Sir Hugh C. Christian succeeded Rear-Ad-

miral Pringle as commander-in*chief at the Cape of Good

Hope, and hoisted his flag on board the Tremendous, in which

ship Mr. Stoddart continued as first Lieutenant until that

officer's demise, when he returned to England for the purpose

of soliciting promotion.

Failing in his endeavours to attain superior rank. Lieute-

nant Stoddard next joined the Trusty of 50 guns, and accom-

panied the expedition sent against the Helder in Aug. 1799 1

;

after which he removed into the Kent 74, and proceeded in

her to Egypt ; where he obtained " the most unequivocal

praise of Sir Ralph Abcrcromby," for his exertions when

serving with the army on the memorable 8th Mar. 1801 §.

His zealous nnd gallant conduct in the succeeding battles,

Mar. 13th and 21 st, was also highly commended by Sir W.
Sidney Smith

||
; and it is almost needless to add, that he is

one of the officers who were presented with gold medals by

the Turkish government, in commemoration of their brilliant

services during the Egyptian campaign.

* See Vol. I. pp. 76 ami 246. t See id. p. 51.

: See id. note at pp. 4f4—417. $ See Vol. II. p. 852.

II
See id. p. 384 el teq.
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From that period, Mr. Stoddart served under the flag of

Sir Richard Bickerton, principally as first Lieutenant, until

the autumn of 1805. His commission as a Commander
bears date Jan. 22, 1806 ; on which day he was appointed to

succeed Captain John Hancock in the Cruiser sloop of war.

At the commencement of 180/, Captain Stoddart captured

two French privateer luggers, each mounting 16 guns; re-

captured two merchant brigs, and liberated the crews of three

other vessels which had fallen a prey to the enemy.

The Cruiser formed part of Admiral Gambier's fleet during

the siege of Copenhagen j and, being stationed in shore, was
several times warmly engaged with the enemy's flotilla, as

will be seen by reference to p. 239 of this volume.

Captain Stoddart obtained post rank Oct. 13, 1807 J and

subsequently commanded the Pallas frigate for a short period

on the coast of Norway, where he captured two Danish pri-

vateers, oiie mounting 6, and the other 5 guns.

u. I

ANDREW KING, Esq.

Is a brother to Captain Edward Durnford King, R. N.,

whose services we have already recorded.

This officer served as a midshipman on board the Belle-

rophon 74, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Pasley, in the

actions of May 28 and 29, and the glorious battle of June 1,

1794 *
-f
as senior Lieutenant of the Andromeda frigate, com-

manded by Captain Henry Inman, when that officer at-

tempted to destroy a French scpiadron in Dunkirk harbour,

July 7, 1799 1 i
as first of la Desiree, under the same com-

mander, at the defeat of the Danish line of defence before

Copenhagen, April 2, 1801 % (on which occasion he was

wounded) ; and as fourth Lieutenant of Nelson's flag-ship, in

the ever-nieniorablc conflict with the combined fleets near

• See Vol. I. p. 609 et sey.

t See Vol. II. p. 290 ct se>j.

X Sec Vol. I. note at pp. 366—37 1

.
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Cape Trafalgar, Oct. 21, 1805 ». His promotion to the rank

of CoDimander took place Jan. 22, 1806.

By reference to p. 239 of this volume, it will be seen that

Captain King commanded the Hebe hired urmed ship, and

was several times warmly engaged with the enemy's batteries

and flotilla, during the siege of Copenhagen, in 180/. From

thence he returned home in the Waldemaar, a Danish 80, the

equipment of which ship was greatly expedited by his zealous

exertions. His post commission bears date Oct. 13, I8O7.

In the summer of 1808, Captain King was appointed, pro

tempore^ to the Venerable 74 ; and in her he assisted at the

reduction of Flushing, Aug. 15, 1809
-f*. We subsequently

find him commanding the Hannibal 74, bearing the flag of

Sir Thomas Williams ; Royal George a first rate. Rainbow of

26 guns, and Iphigenia frigate ; the three latter on the Medi-

terranean station.

The Iphigenia formed part of Sir Josias Rowley's squadron,

at the capture of Genoa, in April, 1814 J; and was after-

wards ordered to conduct a fleet of transports from Gibraltar

to Bermuda. In Oct. 1815, we find her proceeding to the

East Indies, from whence Captain King returned home in

command of the Cornwallis 74. His last appointment was,

Dec. 28, 1821, to the Active 46, in which frigate he conti-

nued until about Sept. 1824.

The subject of this sketch married. Mar. 5, 1821, Mary,

eldest daughter of Charles Lewin, of St. Albans, co. Herts,

Esq.

WILLIAM BOWLES, Esq.

C'omptroller.Generul 0/ the Coast Guard 0/ England and Ireland.

Eldest son of William Bowles, of Heale House, co. Wilts,

Esq. by Dinah, fifth daughter of the late Admiral Sir Thomas
Frankland, Bart.

This officer was born in 1780; and he appears to have en-

tered the navy in the spring of 1796, as a midshipman on

» See Vol. H. pp. 168~l(i4. f See Vol I. p. 290

X .See V«»l. II. note • at p. 430.
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board the Theseus 74, commanded by Captain Augustus

Montgomery. We subsequently find him serving in the Cap-

tain 74, Daphne 20, Acasta frigate, and Driver sloop of war j

on the Channel, Leeward Islands, Jamaica, and North Sea

stations. In July 1803, he was appointed a Lieutenant of the

Cambrian frigate, employed on the coast of North America

;

and his commission was confirmed by the Admiralty, Aug.

30, in the same year.

From that ship. Lieutenant Bowles removed into the Lean-

iler 50, bearing the flag of Sir Andrew Mitchell, K. B. with

whom he continued until advanced to the rank of Commander,

Jan. 22, 1806.

In Mar. 1807, Captain Bowles obtained the command of

the Zebra bomb-vessel, and in her he was several times

warmly engaged with the Danish batteries and flotilla, du-

ring the siege of Copenhagen *. His promotion to post

rmk took place, Oct. 13, 1807-

In Dec. 1808, the subject of this sketch was appointed

acting Captain of the Medusa frigate ; and in the following

year he held the temporary command of the Warspite 74. In

May, 1810, we again find him acting in the Medusa, and

serving on the North coast of Spain, where he assisted at the

destruction of various French batteries containing about 100

heavy guns, the details of which important service have been

given in our memoirs of Sir Robert Mends and the Hon. Cap-

tain Aylmer* ; both of whom acknowledged themselves much

indebted to Captain Bowles far his " zeal, ability, and inde-

fatigable activity," as second in command of the naval bri-

gade employed on shore, in conjunction with the patriotic

troops under Brigadier-General Porlier.

In 1811, Captain Bowles was appointed to the Aquilon 32
;

which frigate was successively employed on the Channel,

North Sea, and Baltic stations ; imder the orders of Lord

Guuibier, Admiral William Yo\ing, and Sir James Saumarez,

Bart. ..

ii{

• See p. 239 of thia vol.
*

t See Vol. II. Part I, pp. 272—274 ; and irf.Part 11. p. 'JVJ, el srr/.
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During the Bummer of 1812, Captain Bowles, assisted by

Captain David Latimer St. Clair, of the Sheldrake sloop, suc-

ceeded in effecting the complete destruction of seven large

English merchant ships, laden ^^ith hemp, which had run on

shore in a thick fog, near Stralsund. This service was per-

formed in the face of 1500 French soldiers, posted on high

cliffs, from whence they could fire right down upon the decks

of the merchantmen, thereby rendering it totally impractica-

ble to get them off, and by no means an easy task to destroy

them, which was, however, accomplished, and that fortu-

nately without loss, by scuttling each ship on the off side, and

then setting her on fire. •

In 1813, Captain Bowles proceeded to the South American

station, and was detached by his commander-in-chief to pro-

tect our trade in the Rio de la Plata, where he remained

nearly a year. On being relieved from that delicate service,

he received a letter from the British merchants residing at

Buenos Ayres, of which the following is a copy

:

" Buenos Ayres, 24th March, 1814.

" Sir,—^Your approaching departure from this station, where we have now

for so many months enjoyed the pleasure of your society, and the advantage

of that influence which your personal merits as well as your public rank

have given you with persons in authority both here and at Monte Video,

calls for our expression of the acknowledgments due for your fKendly and

obliging attention to the interests of the British residents ; an attention

which we believe has been effectual in every instance wherein it has been

solicited.

" Whilst we regret that we are now to be deprived of the benefit of your

continuance with us, we avail ourselves with pleasure of the occasion it af-

fords us to express to you the very high esteem with which your conduct

has impressed us, and to offer you our most grateful thanks for the constant

and efficacious protection you have afforded to the British interests.

" We beg leav« to offer you our most cordial wishes for your favorable

and speedy passage to England ; and ever feeling the most sincere interest

in your future happiness and success, we remain with the highest regard

and respect. Sir, your obliged and obedient servants,

(Signed) *• John Ni0htin«alb, Georoe Dyson, R. Mom-
ttOMERY, Robert Orr, G. T. Dickson, John

M'Neill, Jambs Brittain, James Barton, H.

Chorley, J. TuwAiTEs, Joshua Rawdon, J-

Boyle, W. Wanklyn, W. Stroud."
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On his return to Rio Janeiro, Captain Bowles was trans-

ferred with his offi cers and crew to le Ceres, a fine French frigate

recently captured by two ofRear-Admiral Dixon's cruisers* j

and in that ship he returned to England, in June 1814.

Captain Bowles subsequently accepted the chief command
on the South American station, and proceeded thither with a

broad pendant in the Amphion frigate, accompanied by the

Hyacinth of 26 guns, in May 181C. The force under his or-

ders was afterwards increased by the arrival of the Andro-

mache frigate, three other post ships, and two sloops of

warf.

Whilst on that station. Commodore Bowles removed into

the Creole 42, which frigate had been sent from England to

replace the worn-out Amphion.

The able manner in which he protected British commerce

during a period of more than three years, will be seen by the

following copy of an address which he received from the mer-

chants, &c. when succeeded by Sir Thomas M. Hardy, at the

commencement of 1820

:

" Buenos Ayres, \Qth Jan. 1S20.

" Sir,—We are commissioned by the subacriberti to the British Commer-
cial Room, and on the part of other British residents in this city, to request

your acceptance of some memorial of the high esteem and respect with

which your conduct during the long period you have commanded on this

station has impressed us ; for the ready and oldiging attention you have so

uniformly shewn to our representations; the promptitude with which yon

have on all occasions asserted our rights, and protected our interests, in a

foreign country, imder a newly established government \ and the zeal and

judgment with which you have invariably acted to promote the trade of

Great Britain, in every part of this continent within the limits of your sta-

tion. If acceptable to you, it is proposed that this testimony should be in

the form of a piece of plate, with a suitable inscription, to record our ac-

knowledgment of the obligations your countrymen in these parts of the world

hold themselves under to you, which will be presented as soon as possible

after your arrival in England. With much respect, we subscribe ourselvea.

Sir, your very obedient and humble servant?,

(Signed) On behalf of the meeting,

" Rich. Carlisle, G. T. Dickson, Will. Cartwrioht."

* See Captain Philip Pipon.

t Bi089om, Tyne, Favorite, Slaney, and Icanii.

1^1!
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Captain Bowles was appointed Comptroller-General of tlie

Coast Guard, in July, 1822. He married, Aug. 9, 1820, tlie

Hon. Frances Temple, Bister to Viscount Palmerston.

Agents,—Messrs. Goode and Clarke.

m

HYDE PARKER, Esq.

Eldest son of tlie late Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Knt. by

Anne, daughter of John Palmer Boteler, of Henley, Esq.,

and grandson of the gallant veteran, whose obstinate contest

with a Dutch squadron, off the Dogger Bank, and untimely

end, have been noticed at pp. 175—177> of our first volume *.

We first find the subject of this sketch serving on bojird

the Narcissus frigate, conmianded by Captain (now Vice-Ad-

miral) Donnelly, who speaks highly of his conduct when em-

ployed in her boats, under the orders of Lieutenant Joim

Thompson, at the destruction of about a dozen settees in

Heires bay, July 11, 1804t. His commission as a Lieutenant

bears date Sept. 24, in the same year; he was made a Com-
mander Jan. 22, 1806 ; appointed to the Prometheus fire-

ship, in April, 1807; and advanced to post-rank, Oct. 13,

following.

From this period we lose sight of Captain Parker, until his

appointment to the Tenedos frigate, April 15, 1812. During

the remainder of the war he was very actively employed on

the North American station, where he assisted at the capture

of the U. S. ship President, in Jan. 1815:j:.

Captain Parker's last appointment was. Mar. 15, 1818, to

the Iphigenia of 42 guns ; in which ship he visited Quebec,

and subsequently served on the Jamaica and Mediterranean

Bttitions. Whilst in the West Indies no less than 85 of his

• Memoird of the above AdiniraU will be found in the Naval Chronicle,

Vol. V. pp. 281—307; and Vol. XX. pp. 337—346.

t See Vol. I. p. 666 •.

X See Vol. II. p. 681, et aeq. and memoir of Captain Henri Hopb, C. B.
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officers and men fell victims to the climate. He was put out

of commission June 12, 1821.

This officer married, July 16, ]8£21, Caroline, youngest

(laughter of Sir Frederic Morton Eden, Bart.

jigents.—Messrs. Brine and Chards.

imm

CHARLES SIBTHORP JOHN HAWTAYNE, Esq.

Second son of the Rev.William Hawtayne, thirty-four years

Uector of Elstree, co. Hertford, in early life an Ensign in the

third regiment of foot-guards ; and at the commencement of

the French revolutionary war, being offered the chaplaincy

of the Defence 74, by Captain Gambler, he embarked in

that ship, and entered the subject of this memoir, July 18,

1793.

Having served the usual period of six years, this oflicer was

appointed Lieutenant of the Espiegle sloop, employed in

the expedition against Holland, Aug. 24, 1799; and subse-

quently joined the Greyhound frigate, Ca|)tain Charles Ogle,

on the Mediterranean station, where, in common with many
other officers, he I'eceived a gold medal from the Turkish go-

vernment, at the close of the Egyptian campaign. His next

appointment was, in 1803, to the Isis 50, bearing the flag of

Vice-Admiral Gambler, commander-in-chief at Newfound-

land ; and in the following year we find him proceeding to

India with Sir Edward Pellew, by whom he was successively

appointed acting Captain of the Duncan frigate, and Go-

vernor, pro tempore^ of the Royal Naval Hospital at Ma-
dras. His commission as Commander was confirmed Jan.

31, 1806.

In the summer of I8O7, whilst commanding the Cephalus

of 18 guns, he conveyed Mr. Gambler, Consul General, to

Lisbon ; and on the 13th Oct. in the same year, was pro-

moted to post rank. The Rev. Mr. Hawtayne having ac-

companied Admiral Gambler, on board the Prince of Wales,

to Copenhagen, on the memorable fall of that place the Ad-

miral made this special request in favor of the son ; an instance

w>ii'-'M
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of such disintereeted and truly kind feeling that we are re-

quested by Captain Hawtayne to state it.

We next find this officer commanding the Quebec frigate
;

and, in 1810 and 1811, reporting the capture of the following

armed vessels, on the North Sea Etation :

L'linperatrice French lugger privateer, of 14 guns and 60 men (only 42

on board) ; taken after a chase of 24 hours.

Two French lugger-riggc<l galleys, each carrying 25 men Ctho whole of

whom escaped) } brought off from Egmont-op-Zee.

A privateer schuy t, of 4 guns and 25 men ; driven on shore near the

Texe), by the Idas cutter, Lieutenant Duncan ; and gallantly brought off

by liim to the frigate.

Le Jeune Louise, French schooner privateer, 14 guns and 60 men (only

35 on board), cut out in a most gallant manner from her anchorage in

the Vlie Stroom, by the boats of the Quebec, under the command of Lieu-

tenant Stephen Popham, assisted by Lieutenant Richard Augustus Yates.

Le Renard French cutter privateer, 6 guns and 24 men, taken by the

Kite sloop of war, in company with the Quebec.

Four gun-vessels (their joint force 13 heavy cannon and 102 men), at-

tacked at noon day, in a strung position, upon the flats within the island of

Norderncy, coast of East Priesland, and captured by the boats of a sipiadron

detached from Admiral Young's fleet, consisting of the Quebec, Raven sloop.

Redbreast and Exertion gun-brigs, and Princess Augusta and Alert cutters,

Aug. 3, 1811. Honorable mention is made of this exploit by Admiral

Young, commander-in-chief, in his official letter of the 1 1th Aug. forward-

ing Captain Hawtaync's report. Lieutenant Samuel Blyth, first of the

Quebec, was immediately advanced to the rank of Comaiander : and other

junior officers promoted.

La Christine Charlotte cutter, commanded by a French Lieutenant, and

manned ^vith 12 of the Douanes Imperiales : taken by the same boats, sent

from the frigate at anchor in the Weser.

And, rOlympin, a large French cutter privateer, of 10 eighteen .pounders

and 7!^ men, out onl) twenty-four hours from Dunkirk, upon a six weck^'

cruise ; captured by the Q»iebcc, Oct. 30, IHl 1.

The Q\icboc, being found unfit for sea, was paid off in 1812

;

and Captain Hawtayne's next appointment was, ,lan. 15,

1816, to the Scamandor of 42 guns, fitting for three years'

service, on the West India stntion ; but being visited by a

heavy domestic calamity at that time, he exchanged into the

Florida, 24, and was chiefly employed Huperintending the rc-

ven\ic cruisers in the North Sea, until 1819.

This ofticcr ha» been twice married ; first to Elizabeth,

i*
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second daughter of the late George Griffin Stonestrcet, Esq.

of Clapham, High Sheriflf for the county of Surrey, in 18(X)

;

by whom he had three sons and two daughters. Secondly, in

Feb. 1820, to Anne, daughter of the late Commissioner Charles

Hope. He has two relations in the church, viz. the Rev.

George Griflin Stonestreet (cousin and brother-in-law), do-

mestic chaplain to the Duke of York ; and the Rev. John

Hawtayne (younger brother), D. D., Archdeacon of Bombay.

U'.- -i-^

JAMES WHITLEY DEANS DUNDAS, Esq.

{Formerly Jasihs Dbans, Esq.)

NsPHEW to Charles Dundas, of Barton Court, Berkshire,

Esq. M. P. for that county.

This officer served for some time as a Lieutenant of the

Cumbrian frigate, on the Halifax station, where he assisted at

the capture of several armed vessels*. His connnission as a

commander bears date Oct. 8, 1806 ; and about the same pe-

riod he was appointed to the Rosamond sloop of war, in which

vessel we find him stationed off the Isle of Rugen, attending

upon the Hon. Henry Pierrepont, H. M. Ambassador to the

King of Sweden, during the siege of Stralsund, in 1807.

After the fall of that city, the Rosamond joined Admiral

Gambler's fleet at Copenhagen, where Captain Deans sus-

tained some injury from the splinters of a shell which burst

near him whilst he was employed extinguishing a fire in the

(]ock*yard during the night of the 22d Sept. His active and

zealous exertions on that occasion appear to have been very

praiseworthy, and did not fail tr obtain him the approbation

of Admiral Gambler, Sir Samuel Hoxl, and other superior

othcers. His promotion to post riaik took place on the 13th

of the following month ^ and about the same period he was

appointed to act as captain of the Cambrian.

in April, 1808, Captain Deans married Janet, only daughter

and heiress of the above mentioned C. Dundas, Esq. and on

Uiat occasion he obtained the royal license and authority to

• Sec Vol. I. p. 667.

f
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take the name and bear the arms of Dundas, in addition to liis

own.

From March, 19()9, until the end of the same year, Captain

Dundas connnanded the Stately (34, bearing the flag of lleur-

Admiral Thomas Bertie, on the Jiidtio station*. His next ap-

pointments were, about Feb. 181*2, to the Venerable 74 (pro

tempore); and, Sept. following, to the Pyramus 38, in wliicli

frigate he brought Sir Janica Sauniarez from Gottenburg to

England, at the close of 1 812.

During the remainder of the war, Captain Dundan was em-

ployed cruising in the Channel, where he captured la ViUedc

rOrient French privateer, of 14 guns and 97 men; together

with several American letters of nianiue. We subsecjuently

find him counnanding the Tagus frigate, on the Meditei runeaii

station.

^Jgeiiis.— Mvssrs. Barnctt and King.

SAMUEL JACKSON, Esq,

^ Companion o/the Must Ilonornftlc MilUnry Order 9f the liuih.

This officer entered the naval service in IJ^K), as n niid-

shipman on board the Kite cutter, and continued in that vessel,

principally on the Irish station, until the eonuueneenuMit of

the French revolutionary war in 17i^'ij when he joined the

llonudus frigate, comuuuided by Captain (now Sir John)

Sutton
J
under whom he served as nu\ster'u-mate, at the oc-

cupation ofToulou, an<l on various other services, of which

the following is an outline.

We shall begin jy stating, that the Honudus, although in

so sickly a state when she arrived at (jlibraltar, hom England,

as to be obliged to send nearly 1(H) men to the hospital, was

nevertheless one of the first ships that entered the port of

Toulon with marines, &c. sent to take possession of that tou n

ami its defenccK. She was afterwards ordered to I>egh(Mn,

where her conmmnder received infornuition that several re-

publican armed Vvsscls and priviiteers had been anno}ing the

• S«t Vol. r. p. 3H0.
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British trade in that quarter, and were then lying at the island

of Capraja. Being joined by the Mcleager frigate, Captain

Sutton lost no time in proceeding thither j and finding on his

arrival that the enemy's place of retreat was inaccessible to

the ships, he immediately sent a detachment of boats to at-

tack them. This service was most gallantly and successfully

performed under a heavy fire of muiketry from the French-

men, who had landed and placed themselves behind rocks in

preference to remaining on board their vessels, although they

were moored at the entrance of a creek where there was

scarcely room left for the boats to enter. The prizes proved

to be two privateers of 6 guns each, one vessel mounting a

long brass 2-l-poundcr, and two armed row-boats. Another

batch of marauders was afterwards brought out from an itilet

in the island of Corsica, under nearly similar circumstances,

Lieutenant Robert Sause directing the whole detachment, and

]\lr. Jackson commanding a boat on each occasion. In the

first attack the assailants had not a man hurt; and in the second

only 4 persona were wounded.

The Romulus subsetjucntly joined the Agamemnon (H, in

an attack upon the forts and batteries of Bastia ; on whicli oc-

casion she was struck several times by hot shot, and her

main-sail partially set on fire : but although the action conti-

nued for a considerable length of time, she fortunately had not

a single person slain, and only a few wounded.

From the Romulus, Captain Sutton removed into the Eg-
niont 74 ; which ship, as we have already stated, sustained a

loss of 7 men killed and 21 wounded, when engaged with the

Toulon fleet, Mar. 14, 1795*. On the day after that action,

Mr. Jackson had a very nari*ow escape, the EguKmt having

thrown her top-sails aback, in order to facilitiite the operation

of taking a prize in tow, and, siuldenly gathering stern way,

run down the boat into which he was tlicn receivinjr the stream

cable through one of tin gun-room ports. Providentially,

however, himself and err w were got on board without any

serious injury, although the boat "^'na stove to piecea and in-

^tantaneowaly simk.

• See Vol. 1. pp. 263nn(I.Tli».
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The Elginont also formed part of Vice-Admiral Hotham's

fleet at the capture and destruction of I'Alcide, French 74,

July 13, J7^« In tlje sprinj? of 1796, Mr. Jackson accom-

panied Captain Sutton to the attack of a French squadron

lying in the bay of Tutiis, the result of which enterprise has

been stated at p. 254 of our first vohmie; but we shall take this

opportunity of mentioning, that the armed vessel brought out

with the Nemesis and Sardine was a polacre of 20 guns : the

one destroyed appears to have been a cutter.

Some time after this exploit, Mr. Jackson joined the Vic-

tory, a first rate, bearing the flag of Sir John Jervis, K. B. by

whom he was made a Iiieut'»nant, and appointed to the Al-

liance store-ship, in the autumn of 1/96. At the close of that

year he returned to the Egmont, as junior Lieutenant, and

proceeded in her to Lisbon, where he obtained universal coni-

uiendation for his exertions in saving the officers and crew of

the Bombay Castle 74, which ship had struck upon the South

Catchup, when about to enter the Tagus, in company with

Sir John Jervis's s(]uadron, and was iifterwards completely

wrecked.

It appears from the various accounts we have received of

that disaster, that Lieutenant Jackson was sent with the Eg-

mont's boats to assist in getting the Bombay Castle off; but

that the impossibility of doing so soon became apparent, and

a gale of wind, which commenced two days after the accident,

convinced all present that her total destruction was at hand.

At tliis alarming monient, when the least hesitation might

have proved fatal to every one on board. Lieutenant Jackson

volunteered, utthe risk of his own life, to carry a letter to the

conunander-in-chief, and to point out the necessity of imme-

diately removing her crew. This measure being agreed to

by Sir John Jervis, all the boats of the squadron were des-

patched on the following morning (Dec. 24, 1796), and Lieu-

tenant Jackson had the honor of leading them through a

narrow channel, which he had passed on his way to the Ad-

miral.

During Lieutenant Jackson's absence, the Bombay Castle

Imd parteti asunder, and fallen over on her beam-ends j—the
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situation of her crew may be readily conceived. On approach-

ing the wreck, the boats were welcomed with tiiree cheers

;

and whilst the tide was ebbing they succeeded in remov-

ing every seaman, marine, and boy, to the Zealous 74 : not

one of the officers, however, would quit their post until this

service was accomplished j and before the boats could return

to take them away also, the sand was again overflown, which

rendered it impracticable to approach the wreck within a

considerable distance. The destruction of the officers now
seemed inevitable ; but happily they were rescued from their

perilous situation by the undaunted conduct of Lieutenant

Jackson, who being determined to leave no means untried,

pulled 1 3 windward in the Egmont's launch, forced her through

a heavy sea, and at length gained the shattered fabric, when,

to the indescribable joy of every one near the spot, the Bom-
bay Castle'^ officers were seen lowering themselves from the

jib-boom and spritsail - yard into the boat thus heroically

brought to their relief, and which afterwards conveyed them

ill safety *jo the others. We feel much pleasure in adding, that

Lieutenant Jackson's extraordinary exertions were duly ap-

preciated by the court-martial subsequently assembled to

investigate the circumstances attending the loss of the Bom-
bay Castle, and that the thanks of the court for his intrepidity

and humanity were publicly communicated to him by the pre-

sident, Captain (now Sir Thomas) Foley.

The Egmont assisted at the defeat of the Spanish fleet off

Cape St. Vincent, Feb. 14, 1797, on which occasion Lieute-

nant Jack jon was slightly wounded.

We next flod the subject of this memoir commanding the

Egmont's barge, and gallantly supporting Sir Horatio Nelson

in his attack upon the Cadi/, flotilla, under Don Miguel Ty-
rason^ who had come out with a large force in order to cut

off the Thunder bomb, during her retreat from before the

walls of that city, July 3, 1797 •. The transactions of that

night are thus dc&cribed by Nelson, in a letter to Earl St.

Vmcent:—

See (ktptain John Goi'klv.

M
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" Tn obedience to your orders, the Thouder bomb was placed, by iLe

pood munagenient of Lieutenant (iourly, her present coniuiander, assisted

l»y Mr. Jackson, inaater of the Ville de Paris, who vohuiteered his able ser-

\ ices, within 2,500 yards of tlie walls of CtuViz ; and the shells were thrown

from her with much precision : but unfortunately it was soon found that

the large mortar had been materially uijurcd by its former Rervices. I

therefore onlered her to return under the protection of the Goliath, Tltj)-

tiichore, and Fox. The Spaniards having sent out a great number of

mortar-boats, armed launclies, &f., I directed a vigorous attack to be marie

on them ; which was <lone with such gallantry, that they were driven uiid

pursued close to the walls, and must have suffered considerable loss. I

iiave the pleasure to inform you, that two raortar-boats and an armed luunrli

remained in our possession. • • • • • My praises are generally due to

every officer and mau, some o/tcfiom ! saw behave in the most noble man-

tier, and I regret it is not in my power to particularize them. I must tx'^^

to be permitted to express my a<lmiration of Don Aliguel Tyrason, the

commander of the gun-boats :—in l/is barge he laid my boat alongside, and

his resistance was such as to honor a brave officer, 18 of the 2fi men being

killed, and himself and all the rest wounded."

From the numner in which our great hero speaks of hi«

encounter with Don Mig^ael Tyrason, the public have been

led to believe that his boat alone was opposed to the Spaniiud,

ai d that 18 of the enemy lost their lives by the sword and

pistol. The fact is, that Lieutenant Jackson boarded the

enemy's vessel on one (piarter at the same moment that Nel-

son did on the other ; and that several of the Spanish crew

were drowned in consequence of their being thrown overboard

by the Egmont's people when they attempted to get posses-

sion of Lieutenant Jjw^kson's botvt. The knowledge of this

circumstance may be useful to Nelson's future biographer :—

Messrs. Chuk, M 'Arthur, and Southey, seem not to liavr

been aware of it when writing their accounts of his lordship's

splendid actions.

The Egmont l)eing paid off at Chatham early in 17W,

Lieutenant Jackson vaa then appointed to the Superb "'1, >"

which ship he continued until his promoti(,ti to th" rank of

C«)nruMunder.

After serving some lime with the Channel fleet, an<l as part

of a detached acpiadron under Commodore Home, the Superb

accompanied Sir Charles Cotton to the Mediterranean, in pur-

suit of an armament which had escaped from Brest ; and on
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her return from thence Lieutenant Jacksuii received fin order

to command that ship during the absence of Captain Sutton's

successor, the present Sir Richard Goodwin Keats.

The Superb was subsequently employed escorting a fleet of

outward bound Indiamen as far as the Cape de Vcrds. Having

performed that service, she joined the squadron stationed oft*

Cadiz, under Sir James Saumarez, and soon had an opportu-

nity of distinguishing herself in a very eminent degree. The
following account of her proceedings on the memorable 12th

July 18()], has bee a sent to us since the publication of our first

volume * :—
" Ar S P. M., July 12th, the British having made every preparation for

another battle, and the enemy being then clear of Cabritta point, 8ir James

Saumarez formed his line and bore up in pursuit of the combined !5(jnadr()ns.

At !'-30, he bailed Captain Keats, and directed hira to make sail a-hcad,

for the purpose of bringing their rearmost and inshore sliips to action. In

k'ss than two Imurs, having run her friends out of siglit, the Superb ranged

up on the quarter of a Spanish three-decker, the Real Carlos, and opened

a heavy fire, within musket-shot. Tiie San Ilermenegildo, of 112 guns,

was then sailing nearly in a line abreast of the Real Carlos, and some of

the Superb's shot, which passed astern of or over the latter, having struck

that ship, led to the belief that her consort was an euBUiy. Under this im-

pression, Captain Emparan commenced cannonading Captain Ks(|nerra,

who sustained the joint fire of his brother Spanianl and the British 7-1, until

the Real Carlos was discovered in flames, occasioned by her fore-top-nuist

being shot away, and the wreck having fallen over the starboard guns, tiie

fire from which communicated to the sailis, and cause<l induscribahle con-

fusion. Ifer helm being now deserted, the Real Carlos rounded to, gathered

stern way, and fell on board the San Hermenegildo, just as the latter was

about to throw in a raking broadside. Captain Emparan still supposing her

to be an enemy. Unhappily, every etfort they ma<le to get clear of each

other proved unavailing, and the state of the weather prevented the Superb

from sencHng them any assistance,

" Having thus caused the destruction of two Spanish first-rates. Captain

Keats procccvled in pursuit of other game, and succeeded in closing with

the San Antonio 74, bearing tlie i,>ad pendant of a French Cornniodore,

whom he compelled to surrender atWrawarin action of about half an hour.

The priise was tidven pussesition of by Mr. Jackson, fiiiit Lieutunaut of

die Superb."

The San Antonio had on board 200 French seamen, ^(K)of

Huonuparto's " luvinciblea," and 500 SpanianiK, Want of

• See \'(d. I. p. M'.i et t'ff.
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time, and other circumstances, prevented Lieutenant Jackson

from being accompanied by more than a single boat's crew,

one marine officer, and four privates. On arriving alongside,

his boat was stove and sunk under the prize's bottom j him-

self and his companions were consequently exposed to great

peril before they obtained possession. At day-light, July 13,

not one of the British squadron was in sight, except the

Calpe polacre, and in the course of the day his shattered

charge approached so close to Cape Trafalgar as to afford the

prisoners an excellent opportunity of retaking, and running

her into Cadiz, The honorable conduct of the French officers

deserves to be recorded :—they informed Lieutenant Jackson

that their men were arming for that purpose ; but that, as the

ship had been fairly captured in battle, they could not think

of entering into their views, and would therefore use any re-

maining influence they might possess to induce them to desist.

Lieutenant Jackson and his handful of men instantly pro-

ceeded to disarm the prisoners, threw all their weapons over-

board, and thereby convinced them that their design was

detected, A violent quarrel now took place between the

Frenchmen and the Spaniards, each party accusing the other

of misconduct in the recent action. Lieutenant Jackson took

advantage of this dissension,—the dons were ordered below,

and the duty of guarding them assigned to their late allies.

This mark of confidence pleased the republicans so much that

they volunteered to assist in repairing damages j regularity

was completely restored, and the ship, in a few hours, brouglit

perfectly under command. The next day she was taken in tow

by Captain Keats, who conducted her to Gibraltar. It is

almost superfluous to add, that Lieutenant Jackson was im-

mediately afterwards Advanced to the rank of Commander.

At the renewal of hostilities, in 1803, Captain Jackson was

appointed to the Autumn sloop of war; and in the course of

the same year we find him selected by Rear-Admiral Robert

Montagu to conduct the operations of a small squadron, sta-

tioned off Calais, for the purpose of preventing the gun-vessels

in that port from forming a junction with the Bouk)gne flotilla,

a service which was then considered as one of the utmost im-
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portance. On the 27th Sept. the bombs under his orders

Riichored to the N. E. of the town, and the sloops, &c. with-

in range of the pier- head battery, in order to try the effect

of shells and shot upon the enemy's shipping. The French

immediately opened a fire from all directions, and the first

shell thrown by them fell very close to the Autumn, bursting

under water ; but although she continued in the same position

for several hours, no damage appears to have been done to

her, or indeed to any of the JBritish squadron. In his official

letter respecting this affair. Captain Jackson informed his

commander-in-chief that the east end of Calais appeared to be

on fire for some time, the shells which had not fallen in the

midst of the enemy's vessels having gone into the town, and

that he did not discontinue the attack until the wind came on

to blow so fresh from the N. E. that the springs would not

hold his ship against the wind and tide. In reply to this

communication Lord Keith wrote as follows :

—

" Monarch, off Uroadstairs, Sept. 2!), 1813.

" Sir,—I have received your letter of yesterday, acquainting me with the

attack which,with H. IM. vessels under your orders, you had made upon the

enemy's gun-boats in Calais pier, and I very much approve of the measures

which you appear to have taken for effe<;tin<? their destruction.

(Signed) " Keith."
" Captain Jackson, Autumn"

Early in 1804, a divisior of the enemy's flotilla was dis-

covered proceeding along shore, under the protection of their

formidable land batteries. Being promptly attacked, several

vessels were driven on the beach; but the remainder succeeded

in reaching Boulogne, the place of their destination. In this

af!iiir the Autumn had 1 man killed and 6 others wounded.

In July following, we find Captain Jackson serving under the

orders of Captain (now Sir Edward) Owen, by whom he was
highly praised in an official letter addressed to Re.ir-Admiral

Louis, a copy of which will be found at p. 127 et seq. of our

second volume. Shortly after the event there recorded he re-

ceived the following communication from his senior officer

;

"Sir,—I have it in command from Rear-Adtniral Louis to signify to

you the approbation of the commander-in-chief, and of my lords commis-

sioners of the Admiralty, of your conduct in annoying tlij enemy, and
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thereby preventing hiiu reaching his ports in safety, I7 whicli sfvernl ot

his vessels sutfercd, and very considerable daniajje was done him, on the

night of the l!Hh, and morning of the 2(»th July. In conveyioff to you this

flattering commendation of our superiors, I must add, that 1 feel the irreat-

est pleasure from the handsome manner in which the different vessels pro-

ceeded to execute my intentions ; and beg yon will express to your odicers

and crew how much I was pleased with their energy and ardour, and tlmt

it is my hope some more favoralde opportunity nill yet allow tluMn to rs

ert their courage with still l»etter effect.

(Signed) " E. W. C. R. Owen."

We have already stated that Captain Jackson was entrusted

with the charge of one of the principal explosion vessels at-

tached to the " catamaran expedition," in the autumn of

1804* : his conduct on that dangerous service is thus noticed

by a contemporary writer

:

" Captaui Jackson was ordered to lay her alongside of the French Ad-

miral Bruix. The night was extremely dark, and when within a very .sliort

distance of his victim, his boat's crew in the gig ready to put ofl", the string

attached to the clock to set it going slipped out of his hand, and could

not be found. Jackson said be thought it better to be blown up than to

go back with such a story ; and breaking open the hatchway, which was

securely battened over, he jumped down, regaiaed the string, and by the

time he was on deck the vessel was alongside the Admiral's praam. As ho

pulled the fatal line he stepped into his gig and put off; in twenty-ti ve seconds

(the expected time) the vessel exploded, but did no other injury to the

enemy than taking away her bowsprit : Jackson and his brave crew escaped

unhurtf."

On Captain Jackson's return to the Downs, he had the

honor of being invited to dine with the innnortul Pitt and two

of his colleagues, Lords Harrowhy and Mehille, at Wahncr

Castle, where he received a promise of promotion from the

latter nobleman, who was then at the head of the Admiralty,

but unfortunately retired from oHice before he could fulfil his

intentions ; which are thus alhuled to in a letter frojin Lord

Keith to the subject of this memoir :

" Dkar Sir,— I have to acquaint you with a conversation which p;isscd

between me and Ijord Melville after the affair off Boulogne, utid the mc^-

sage which his lordship directed me to deliver as soonlis he (piiUed the

i i 1*
•

• See p. 'iTi ft SCI/,, and note at p. 4(>.

-t See Brenion's Nuv. Hist. v. Ill, p. 257.
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ship. I cannot promise promotion to all who oxpcot it, there has been
'so much of late; Itiit as to (.'aptains Jackson, M'Leod, and luhnonds,
' and liioutenant Stouart, yon n)ay 'ix.<ii:rf them I will soon,—liut give nie my
' own lime and way,—/'^r / conxiilcr it ns a ihty I Wf them: I am, with

great rcijard, dear Sir, your oi)liged himd)lo servant,

(Signed) '• Kkitii*."
" Tit Captain Jachsuu:'

Captain Jackson's next appointment was to the Mosquito, a

fine brig of 18 guns, fitting at Chatham for the North Sea sta-

tion. On the r2th April, 1805, being off Scarborough, he

(liscovcred three sail in the olhng, two of thcni firing guns,

apparently to bring to the third. AH sail M'as innnediately

made in chase of them, and the iirst overtaken proved to be a

Guernsey sloop with a cargo of contraband goods. The other

strangers were also in his possession shortly after day-light

the next morning, and proved to be the Orestes and Pylades,

Dutch built koffs, fitted out as French privateers, each carry-

ing a 24-pounder carronade, swivels, and a considerable

number of small arms, M'ith a complement of 33 men.

At the latter end of the same year Captain Jackson was

entrusted with the charge of a fleet of transports having on

board 5000 troops and a large supply of anununition, provi-

sions, horses, &c. &.C., for Lord Cathcart's army in Hanover.

He was at the same time directed to discharge the pilots then

on board the Mosquito, and to receive others specially ap-

pointed by government. On the evening of the day following

his departure from the Nore, the Hett, according to his reck-

oning, had approached very near to the mouth of the Texel,

steering E. by S. with the w iiul westerly, and every ap-

pearance of bad weather. Oji rejuonstiating v.itli the pilots

for pursuing a coiu'se which would inevitably entangle tiiem

with a lee shore, they replied that they had charge of the

convoy by direction of governn)en1, and would neither alter

the course nor suffer any person to interfere with them ; a(kl-

ing, " that Captain Jackson was completely mistaken as to

their situation." Confident in his own jiulgment, and deter-

• The late Viscount Melville was on hoard tl»c Monarch during the attack

"fOct. U, 1804.
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mined not to endanger the safety of his important charge, he

instantly suspended the pilots, hauled to the wind, and ob-

tained a cast of the lead, by which it was clearly ascertained

that the Mosquito was then upon the edge of the Haak sand.

At this critical moment a signal of distress was made by a

ship in shore, which proved to be the Helder frigate, em-

ployed as a transport, and having on board 500 troops, tlie

whole of whom were made prisoners by the Dutch fleet on

the following morning. Thus, by a timely and judicious

decision on the part of Captain Jackson, this valuable con-

voy was preserved at least from capture, if not from total de-

struction; which service was duly acknowledged by Colonel

Cookson of the royal artillery, commanding officer of the

troops, in an official letter to Lord Cathcart, written on the

arrival of the fleet in the Weser.

We subsequently find Captain Jackson commanding a de-

tachment on the Calais and Boulogne stations, where the

Mosquito on one occasion fell in with five of the enemy's

armed schooners, two of which were driven on shore and de-

stroyed. In Oct. 1806, he commanded a number of rocket-

boats in an attack made upon the flotilla at Boulogne, already

noticed at p. 133 of Vol. II. Part I.

During the expedition against Copenhagen in 1807, Captain

Jackson was attached to the squadron under Commodore

Keats, stationed in the Belt to prevent supplies being thrown

into the island of Zealand ; and on the surrender of the Danish

navy he was appointed, pro tempore, to the Surveillante fri-

gate, her proper captain, the late Sir George Collier, being

selected to carry home Admiral Gambler's despatches, an-

nouncing that important event. His post commission was

confirmed by the Admiralty, Nov. 5, 1807.

Soon after this advancement. Captain Jackson was appointed

to his old ship the Superb, in which he accompanied Sir

Richard Strachan's squadron to the Mediterranean, in pursuit

of a French armament that had eflccted its escape from Rochc'

fort. On his return to England he received orders to proceed

to the Baltic station, where he hoisted the flag of his former

commander, Rear-Admiral Keats, with whom he shared the
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important service of rescuing a Spanish army, commanded

by that patriotic nobleman tlie late Marquis delaRomana; an

interesting account of which will be found in " Southey's

History of the Peninsular War," Vol. I. pp. 651—666.

During the ensuing winter the Superb was frozen up at

Gottenburgh, from whence she returned to England in the

spring of 1809 ; at which period, a report being current that

Lord Keith was about to be invested with a command, and

the Superb then in a very defective state, Captain Jackson

made a tender of his services to that distinguished officer,

whose reply to his offer we here insert

:

" Harley Street, May 5, 1809.

•' Dear Jackson,—I am favored with your letter, and obliged by its

cuntents : I hardly think my services will ever agahi be called for ; but, in

cuse of such an event, nothing could be more acceptable than to have a

man like yourself near ine ; for, without flattery, your services command
respect, and I am much grieved they have not met that reward which is

due to them. It is true, applications are numerous and opportunities rare;

but 1 did hope you would have been brought forward ere now. I am, very

siuccreiy, your obliged and faithful humble servaut,

(Signed) " Keith.'*

In the following summer the Superb formed part of the

fleet under Sir Richard Strachan at the reduction of Walche-

rcn, from whence she returned in so bad a slate as to render

it necessary for her to undergo an extensive repair. She was

conse(iuently put out of commission at Portsmouth, the sub-

ject of this memoir hauling down the same pendant as a Post-

Captain, which he had hoisted as a jimior Lieutenant twelve

years previously.

From this period Captain Jackson remained unemployed

till the commencement of 1812, when he received an appoint-

ment to act in the Poictiers 74, then on Channel service, but

subsequently attached to the North Sea fleet under Admiral

William Young. In Dec. following, he obtained the com-

mand of the Lacedemonian, a new 38-gun frigate fitting for

tiie North American station, where he continued during the

nnnainder of the war between Groat Britain and the United

States.

On the 5th Oct. 1814, the boats of the Lacedemonian, under
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the directions of Lieutenant Richard Stovin Maw, captured an

American gun-vessel and four merchantmen, part of a convoy

which had heen discovered passing between Cumberland and

Jekyll islands. The British on this occasion had 4 officers

and men wounded ; the encmj^, 1 man Uilled, 4 wounded, and

several driven overboard.

One of the last acts of hostility in that quarter of the world

was the attack of fort St. Petre and the town of St. Mary's,

already noticed in our memoir of Captain Robert Barrie, C. B.:

the subject of this memoir, who had for several months pre-

vious been employed with a squadron under his orders block-

ading the enemy's ports and rivers between Cape Fear and

Amelia Island, was afterwards sent up the Chesapeake to re-

capture an East India ship recently taken by the Americans,

and which he succeeded in bringing down the river without

any resistance on the part of the enemy. He returned to

Portsmouth June 4, J 815, after assisting at the capture and

destruction of property calculated at more than half a million

sterling.

Captain Jackson's next appointment was, Aug. 29, 1815,

to the Niger 38, which frigate appears to have been succes-

sively employed conveying the Hon. Charles Bagot, ambas-

Bador to the United States, from Portsmouth to Annapolis

;

and Sir John Sherbrooke, Governor of Canada, from Halifax

to Quebec. During the winter of 181C, we find him left as

senior officer on the coast of Nova Scotia, where he conthmed

until his ship was found unserviceable, when he returned to

England in a transport, bringing with him the otHcers and

crew of the Niger.

Being put out of commission on his arrival, in Sept. 1817,

Captain Jackson remained on half pay for upwards of five

years ; but was at length appointed to command the Ordinary

at Sheerness, which highly responsible office he held during

the established period. The insignia of a C.B. wjis conferred

upon him in 1815, as a reward for his long and meritorious

services.

Captain Jackson married, Dec. (i, i817, Clarissa Harriet,

daughter of Captain Madden, Agent f»)r the Portsmouth divi-
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sion of royal marines, and niece to Major-Gencral Sir George

Madden, Knt. K.T.S.

SIR EDWARD THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, Bart.

Only son of the late Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge,

Bart, an officer who was the architect of his own fortune, and

who will long be remembered as a pattern of professional

excellence, of undaunted valour, and of patriotic worth.

We find no particular mention of the subject of this memoir

previous to July 1806, when he commanded the Harrier brig,

and bore a principal part in some successful operations against

the Dutch, as will be seen by the following copy of an official

letter from the officer under whose orders he was then serv-

ing :—
" Greyhound, Java Seas, 27th July, 180G.

" Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, thut H. M. ships (jreyhouiid

and Harrier, after destroying, on the 4th July, under tlie fort of Manado,

the Dutch Company's brig Ciiristian Elizabeth, armed with 8 guns, and

having a complement of 80 men, stood across the Molucca sea to the island

of Tidon, where they captured, on the 6th, another of the enemy's cruisers

called the Delf^ica, armed with 12 guns and manned with 32 men; from

thence proceeding to the westward, on the evening of the 25th July, four

ships were descried passing through the Straits of Salayer ; immediate

chase was given to them, and, by nine, I had the satisfaction of seeing

them lying to between the small Dutcii posts of Bouthian and Doolo-

Cond)o, at about seven miles distance from the shore. I easily made out

one of theui to be a frigate, and another a corvette ; but a third had so

much the appearance of a line-of-battle ship, that l>oth Captain Troubridge

and myself deemed it prudent to wait till day-light before we examined

them. We accordingly lay-to during the night, at two miles distance to

windward ; and as the day broke, I had the pleasure of finding the ship

which had forced us on cautionary measures, was u large two-decker, re-

sembling an English Indiaman.

" The enemy (for they proved to l»e a Dutch sijuadron) inuncdiately

drew out in order of battle on the larboard tack, under their top-sails ; the

frigate taking her station in the van, an armed ship astern of her, the large

ship in the centre, and the corvette in the rear. Fortunately for us the fri-

gate, by fure-reaching upon her second astern, caused u small opening in

their line It was suggested to me by Mr. Martin, Master of H. M. S.

(iruyhound, that if we could close with the enemy whilst in that position, our

attack might be made tu advantage : accordiugly. under French colours*
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we bore up, as if with an intention to speak the frigate; and when within

hail, all further disguise being unnecessary, we shifted our colours, and

commenced firing, which was instantly returned with a smartness and spirit

that evinced they were fully prepared for the contest. The Harrier, who

had kept close astern of the Greyhound, on seeing her engaged, bore round

up, and passing between the frigate and her second astern, raked them

both, the latter with such effect that she bore up to return her fire" (as did

also the two-decked ship), " thus leaving the frigate separated from them.

Being resolved to avail myself of this advantage, and anxious to be in a

position for supporting the Harrier, now engaged in the centre of the ene-

my's line, I wore close round the frigate's bows, raking her severely while

passing ) and when on the starboard tack, by throwing our sails aback, we

fell into the desired position. The cannonade from the Greyhound was

now admirable, while that of the frigate visibly slackened, and at last, after

an action of forty minutes, wholly ceased. On hailing to know if they had

struck, they answered they had ; and Lieutenant Home took immediate

possession of her. On duecting her fire on the ships astern, they all fol-

lowed her example, except the corvette, who, from being in the rear, had

suffered little in the action, and now made off towards the shore. Captain

Troubridge immediately wore in pursuit of her, sending, at the same time,

a boat to take possession of the large ship, whose fire he had silenced early

in the action. Perceiving the corvette -sailed remarkably well, and that she

could spread more canvass than the Harrier, her masts and rigging being

entire, I recalled the latter from a chase which was likely to be fruitless.

" The prizes proved to be the Dutch republican frigate Pallas, of 36

guns, commanded by N. S. Aalbers, a Captain in the Dutch navy" (who

was mortally wounded) ; " the Victoria, of about 800 tons ; and the Bata-

via, of about 500 tons : both the latter are armed for the purpose of war,

and richly laden with the produce of the Moluccas. The ship which escaped

was the republican corvette William, mounting twenty 24-pounders, and

manned with 1 10 men.
" The su^j ort and assistance I have received from Captain Troubridge

on every other occasion, through a difficult and perilous navigation, I Attri-

bute to the same talents, ability, and zeal, which he so nobly displayed on

this one.

" I feel happy in an opportunity for recommending Mr. Purvis Home,

first Lieutenant of the Greyhound, a deserving good officer, who proved

that innate courage was to be assisted by experience ; and I reaped the

benefit of that which he had acquired at Copenhagen, by the advice and

assistance he gave mc. The fire from the main-deck, and the consequences

of it, is the best encomium on Lieutenants Andoe and Whitehead ; but I

beg leave to add, that their conduct has been as good and exemplary on

every other occasion. I have had cause to speak of Mr. Martin in the body

of this letter ; I can only and, that he is a credit to the profession to which

he belongs. The behaviour of the warrant officers and midshiptnen was
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highly becoming ; from among the latter I beg leave to recommend Messrs.

Harris, Bray, Grace, and Marjoribanks, as young officers deserving of pro-

motion.

" Captain Troubridge speaks in tiie highest terms of the Harrier; he has

requested me to make known the great assistance he received from Mr.
Mitchell, the first Lieutenant ; and the very exemplary conduct of acting

Lieutenant Charles Hole •• In expressing his approbation of the conduct

of the warrant and petty officers, he mentions Messrs. Coffin and Mitford,

midshipmen, especially : and I take the liberty of adding, that both of them

have served their time.

(Signed) " CHARLBSjEliPHINSTONB t."
" To Sir Thomas Troubridge, Bart., ^c. f^c. ^c"
111 this action the British suffered considerably in their masts

and rigging; but the loss they sustained was trifling,when com-
pared with that of the enemy : it amounted to no more than

1 man killed, and 1 1 persons wounded : among the latter was

Mr. George Marjoribanks, master's-mate of the Greyhound.

The Dutch had 12 killed and 39 wounded, 8 of whom mor-

tally. We should here observe, that the force of the combat-

ants would have been nearly equal, if the Indiamen had not

been " armed for the purpose of war;" but, as they t<jok an

active part in the engagement, the preponderance was pos-

sessed by the enemy ; the Greyhound being only a 32-gun

frigate, and the Harrier a brig, mounting 16 carronades (32-

pounders) and 2 long sixes.

Captain Troubridge's father was, at this period, commander-

in-chief of the naval force employed to the eastward of Cey-

lon ; and we believe that the last official letter he ever trans-

mitted to England was the one which we havejust transcribed:

his lamentable fate now demands our attention.

Viscount Exmouth, then Sir Edward Pellew, having been

ordered to assume the chief command in the Indian seas. Sir

Thomas Troubridge, who had but for a short time shared the

patronage and emoluments of that desirable station, proceeded

from Pulo Penang to Madras, where his flag-ship, the Blen-

heim T^y then under jury-masts, was found to be totally mifit

• Made a Commander Aug. 29, 1812.

t Son of the Hon. William Fullartou Elphinstonc, and nephew to Admi-

ral Viscount Keith.
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for further service, she being very much hogged, and her

beams, &c. eliewing that she was in danger of falling to pieces;

while the labour of her crew at the pumps barely euihecd

to kcQp the water from gaining on them as she lay at anchor.

In vain did her captain * represent lier crazy state, and predict

that she would be their coffin ; the Rear-Admiral, whose pride

it was to overcome difficidties, persisted in his purpose of

taking her to the Cape of Good Hope, and many persons

of the highest respectability felt happy in being allowed to

take a passage with him.

The Blenheim sailed from Madras, Jan. 12, 1807, in com-

pany with the Java frigate, and the sloop recently commanded

by Captain Troubridge ; which vessel lost sight of !ier con-

sorts near the Isle of Rodrigues, during a tremendous gale

on the fifth of the following month, and there is reason to be-

lieve that they both foundered during the continuance of the

storm.

Hearing of the distressed state in which his brother officer

was last seen, and having a faint hope that he might have put

into some port to repair his damages, Sir Edward Pellew di-

rected the subject of this memoir, then commanding the Grey-

hound, to go in search of his worthy father, instructing him to

proceed, in the first instance to Rodrigues, then to the Mauri-

tius, and subsequently to Madagascar ; Captain Troubridge's

anxious and melancholy cruise is thus described by an officer

belonging to that frigate :

"Greyhound, Simon's Bay, Cape of Good Hope, Sept. 21, 1807-

" Dear Uncle,— • * • • In my last, from Madras, I informed you of

our intended search after our much lamented friend. Sir Thomas. At the

Isle ofFrance, Captain Trouhrid^e sent me in with a flag of truce ; the enemy

did not allow me to land, but in other respects they were very civil
;

givuii,^

us every information they possibly could, and sending us extracts of letters

from different correspondents at Madagascar, Bourbon, and Rodrigues;

together with a description of a piece of oak which had been picked up

near Dourbon, and which appears to have been a large ship's top-mast cross-

tree. On the second day after the Harrier parted from the Blenheim and

Java, a liue-of-battle ship was seen from the heights of Isle Bourbon, making

* Austin Bisaoll, Esq.
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signala, but at such a distance that they could not be made out; we imagined

it mii^ht have been the Admiral informing his consort that the land was dis-

covered ; and our ideas, I assure you, were very aanguine on the subject,

more particularly when we arrived at St. Mary's (Madagascar), where the

inhabitants acquainted us that two ships answering their description had

put into that harbour, and continued there about twenty days, (hiring which

time they watered and took on board a considerable number of bullocks.

We imagined it was them, consequently made the best of our way to this

place, but when off the Cape met with contrary winds and very tempes-

tuous weather. Rear-Admiral Stirling is fitting us with all despatch, in-

tending to send us back to India, although, from the state of the ship, and

our captain's probable loss, we hoped that he would have allowed us to go

home, particularly as Captain Troubridge so much wishes it."

Among others who perished with Sir Thomas Troubridge

were Captain Charles Elphinstone and Lord Rosehill, the lat-

ter a son of the Earl of Northesk, and a very promising

young officer. The Java was commanded by Captain George

Pigot, and their joint crews amounted to at least 1000 persons.

It is remarkable, that the Harrier also foundered in the vi-

cinity of Madagascar, about Mar. 1809.

Sir Edward T. Troubridge's commission as a Commander,

was confirmed Sept. 5, 1806 ; and he obtained post-rank on

the 28th Nov. in the following year. His last appointment

was, Feb. 8, 1813, to the Armide frigate; and in Aug. 1814,

we find him capturing the Herald, American privateer schoo-

ner, of 17 guns and 100 men ; and the Invincible, French let-

ter of marque, of 16 guns and 60 men. His conduct as se-

nior officer of the naval brigade, landed to assist at the reduc-

tion of New Orleans, is highly spoken of in the naval and

military despatches respecting that ifortunate enterprise.

He married, Oct, 19, 1810, Forrester, youngest daughter of

Sir Alex^der J. Cochrane, K. B.

M .*::! I
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CHARLES GORDON, Esq.

Was made a Commander May 20, 1806 ; and advanced to

post-rank, Dec. 21, 1807. I" Nov. 1809, he commanded the

Caroline frigate, and assisted at the destruction of more than

eighty piratical vessels at Ras-al-Khytna and other ports si-
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tuatcd in the Gulf of Persia ; a service which will be fully

described in our memoir of Captain Samuel Leslie.

Captain Gordon was subsequently appointed to the Ceylon

(formerly an East Indiaman) of 6/2 tons, mounting 24 long

18-pounders, 2 nines, and 14 twenty-four pounder carronades,

with a complement of 235 ofliceisi, men, and boys. The fol-

lowh)g is a copy of his official letter reporting the capture of

that ship by a French frigate and corvette, ** after a most

gallant defence," Sept. 18, 1810 :

—

"H. M. S. Ceylon, St. Paul's, in the Island ofBourbon, Sept. ^2, 1810.

" Sir,—I have to inform your Excellency, that, agreeably to your orderi,

I proceeded towards the Island of Bourbon, and on the 17th instant,

bein^ in expectation of falling in with the blockading squadron off Port

Louis, I reconnoitred that harbour, and estimated the enemy's force

at seven frigates and one large corvette. Not finding the squadron, I bore

up, at noon, for Bourbon. At one o'clock, two of the enemy's ships were

observed coming out of port, and soon discovered to be in chase of H. M.

ship ; the headmost gained fast, and the sternmost slowly. 1 continued un-

der the same sail, endeavouring to draw thum as far as po^nsihle, which also

tended to extend the distance of the chasing ships. At 15 minutes past

twelve (midnight), on the enemy's coming alongside, I found her to be a

frigate of the largest class. After a severe conflict of one hour and ten mi-

nutes, she hauled offand dropped astern, which I concluded was to wait her

consort's coming up.

" Fmding the great superiority of force I encountered (.having drawn my

conclusion of the enemy's force before dark), I lost not a moment in re-

pairing my rigging, which was much cut, and made sail, in hopes of reach-

ing the island. At two descried the enemy's second ship. At 2-15, the

headmost coming alongside, I shortened sail to the top-sails, and renewed

the action. At 4, I had the satisfaction to see her mizeu-mast and three

top-masts go by the i)oard ; a few minutes afterwards the Ceylon's fore and

uain-top-masts fell. At this time H. M. ship being unmanageable, had

suffered severely ; the rigging and sails being cut to pieces, which entirely

precluded all further manoeuvre. The action was maintained and continued

with great spirit. At 5 A. M., the enemy's fore and main-masts standing,

with the assistance of his foresail, enabled him to wear close under our

stern, and take a raking position on our lee quarter. H. M. ship lying an

unmanageable wreck, I directed the mizen-top-sail to be cut away, and en-

deavoured to set a forc-stay-sail, in hopes of getting the ship before the wind,

but without effect. The second ship having opened her lire, with the great

advantage the enemy had by having both his ships under command, enabled

him to take and keep his raking position, and pour in a heavy and destruc-

tive fire, while H. M. ship could only bring a few quarter guns to bear.
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" In the shattered and disabled state of H. M. ship, a retrciit was iinpog-

nble. The superiority of the enemy's heavy and destructive fire left me no

hopes of success. Reduced to this distressful situation, fecliiiji; the firmest

conviction that every energy and exertion was called forth, under the in-

fluence of the strongest impressions I had discharged my duty and upheld

the honor of H. M. arms, feelinjj it a duty I owed to the officers and crew,

who had nobly displayed that bravery which is so truly their characteristic,

when I had lost all hopes of saving H. M. ship, to prevent a useless effu-

sion of blood, I was under the painful netessity of directing a light to be

shewn to the second ship, as a signal that we had struck.

" I think it a duty I owe to Captain Ross, of H. M. 69th regiment, to

thus publicly acknowledge the able support I received from him and his

party of men, who were acting as marines for the time being."

(Signed) " Charles Gordon."
" To Rear-Admiral Drurt/, Sfc. 8fc"

The enemy's ships proved to be the Venus, of 1105 tons,

mounting 28 long 18-pounders, 4 nines, and 12 heavy car-

ronades, with a complement of 380 men ; and the Victor cor-

vette, of 16 guns and 150 men. The Ceylon, on quitting

Madras, was 47 men short of complement ; but she had there

embarked 100 soldiers, part of whom were to serve as marines,

so that, including Major-General Abercromby and his staff,

she had about 295 persons on board at the commencement

of the action. Her loss consisted of 10 killed, 5 dangerously,

8 (including Captain Gordon) severely, and 18 slightly

wounded. We have already stated that she was retaken in

the course of the same day by H. M. sloop Otter, in com-

pany with the Boadicea frigate*. Her captain, olhcers, and

crew were soon afterwards tried by a court-martial, and

honorably acquitted.

Captain Gordon married, Nov. 20, 1818, Anne, eldest

daughter of Lieutenant-General Lord Blayney.
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GEORGE HARRIS, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

Son of the late Mr. Thomas Harris, more than half a

century, chief proprietor and manager of Covent Garden

Theatre.

• See Vol. I. Part II. p. 631.
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This oflRcer was made a Lieutenant, May 7? 1805 ; a Com-

mander, Sept. 25, 1806; and a Post- Captain, Dec. 21, 1807;

from which latter period, until the conclusion of the war, lie

was very actively employed in the Sir Francis Drake, and

Belle Poule frigates, on the East-India and Channel stations.

The following is an extract from Brcnton's Naval History,

Vol. IV. p. 491:
" In Autfust 1810, Captain George Harris, of the Sir Francis Drake, cap-

tured offJava a Batavian ship of 8 guns, a schooner of 6 guns, a privateer,

two gun-boats, with 4 guns each ; and, in addition to these, between the 9th

of August and the 8th of September, seven Batavian gun-boats, five pirati-

cal proas, and thirty-five Dutch trading vessels."

Towards the close of the same year, Captain Harris was sta-

tioned in the Straits of Sunda, under the orders of Commodore

Byng, (now Viscount Torrington), for the purpose of affording

protection to the outward bound China fleet. Whilst thus

employed, he fell in with eight Malay proas, and sent a party

to examine them, it being his intention to destroy all armed

vessels of that description, but to let those engaged only iu

peaceable commerce pass unmolested. The Malays made not

the least opposition or even objection to the visit, but on the

contrary invited four seamen, who had boarded one of the

proas, to go down into the cabin, where they instantly mas-

sacred them, cut them in pieces, and hung their bleeding re-

mains among the rigging. This act of savage ferocity was

overtaken with the most speedy, condign, and complete pu-

nishment ; for Captain Harris, under the emotions excited by

so treacherous and horrid a murder, stood nearer to the shore,

and fired on the pirates till not a vestige of them remained

visible ; the whole of those barbarous wretches, about 400 in

number, were either killed or wounded. During the same

cruise, the boats of the Belliqueux and Sir Francis Drake

destroyed a French ketch and two gun-vessels, under a heavy

fire from the batteries of Bantam, with the loss of only one

man belonging to the frigate. This service was conducted in

a most judicious and highly spirited manner by Captain Byng's

first Lieutenant, the late Captain Joseph Prior, who died at

St. Hillier's, Jersey, Sept. 13, 1818 ; and that oliicer was ably



ris was sta-

POST-CAPTAINS OF 1907. 287

supported by acting Lie«tenunt« Janu^s Bradley, — Dawson,

and Edward Brown Addis; and Mr. Pierre, a passed Mid-

shipman belonging to the Belliqueux. The subsequent cap-

ture and destruction of a French flotilla, by the Sir Francis

Drake and her boats, is thus described by Captain Harris, in

a letter to Commodore Brougbton, the then senior officer in

India, dated off Rembang, May 23, 1811:

"Sir,—In lat. 6° 35' S. and long. 111° 32' E. Rembang bearing S. W.,

13 miles, being on my passage, to put in force your order of the 1st April,

und having been necessitated to anchor during the night of the 22nd inst.

from contrary winds and a strong current setting to the westward, I had

the satisfaction, at day-light, to observe a flotilla of the enemy's gun-ves-

sels, consisting of nine feluccas and five proas, at anchor, close in shore,

about three miles from us. They weighed and stood for Rembang, but

were so closely chased, that, by seven o'clock, three or four well-directed

broadsides brought five of the feluccas under our guns to an anchor, which

were instantly taken possession of. The others, finding themselves cut off

from their port, furled sails, and pulled up in the wind's-eye of us, direct

for the shore, out of reach of our guns. Shoaling our water considerably,

made me despatch Lieutenants Bradley and Addis ; Lieutenant George

Roch, R. M. ; and Messrs. George Groves, John Horton, and Matthew

Phibbs, Midshipmen ; with Lieutenant Knowles, Mr. Gillman, and 12 pri-

vates of H. M.'s 14th regiment, in four six-oared cutters and a gig, to

board them, the frigate keeping under way, working up to windward,

ready to cover the boats.

" It is with peculiar pleasure I have to state, that the undaunted and gal-

lant conduct of this small party of officers and men, made prizes of all the

rest by eight o'clock, without the loss of a man, notwithstanding a sharp

fire of grape from several pieces of ordnance, with continual musketry,

which commenced the moment tae boats got within grape-shot distance,

and did not cease until our seam::o laid their oar^; in to board; when the

crew of each vessel either jumped overboard, or went away in their boats.

I am sorry to state ^the loss of the enemy must have been great, as their

boats being small, and overloaded with men, arms, and ammunition, many
were capsized, and most of the men in them, as well as those that jumped
overboard, drowned ; the scene I understand was truly piteous, as the offi-

cers commanding our boats were prevented from affording that relief which

humanity would have dictated, from having to launch two of the feluccas

off the beach, in the face of a brisk fire of small arms, from the men who
had escaped and fled into the jungle.

" Being an eye-witness of the conduct of this brave detachment, from

the quarter-deck of the Sir Francis Drake, I beg leave to represent it in
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The enclosed is a list of the vessels, theirterms of the highest praise

force, &c.

(Signed) " George Harris *."

From this period Captain Harris appears to have been ac-

tively employed on the coast of Java, until the final reduction

of that valuable colony. On the 12th Aug. 181 1, he was

detached from Bataviii to take possession of the French for-

tress atSamanap," in which he was eminently successful," as

will b ) seen by his official report to Rear-Admiral Stopford,

dated the 1st of Sept.

" Sip,—On the night of tlie 2i)th August, the boats of H. M. ships Sir

Francis Drake and Phaeton, left the anchorage under the isle of Pondock,

in two divisions, the one led hy Captain Fleetwood B. R. Pellew, the other

by myself. I previously despatched the Dasher, Captain Benedictus Mar-

wood Kelly, round the south end of Pulo 'I Lanjong, to gain an anchorage,

as near the fort of Samanap as possible ; by day-light, on the 30th, the

boats sailed through the channel, formed by the cast end of Madura and

*I Lanjong, and at half.past twelve (midnight) effected a landing, without

discovery, at a pier-head about three miles from the fort. The landing, al-

though dirticult, from its being rocky, and low water, which prevented the

boats frouj coming near the pier, was soon accomplished, and, at half-past

one (A. M. on the Slst), two columns, composed of 60 bayonets and 20 pike-

men, each flanked by a 12, 4, and 2-poundcr field-piece, having the Hussar's

marines in reserve, began their march, in the utmost order, towards the

fort. Silence was so rigidly observed, during our progress, that, notwith-

standing the governor had intimation of the Dasher having weighed and

Btood in for the harbour, and that boats were seen approaching the tower,

the fort did not discover our approach until we were through the outer gate,

which was open. The gallantry of the rush at the inner gate prevented them

from securing it, aud only allowed time for two or three guns on the soulh-

• Eight feluccas, of 87 tons each, durnt. These vessels wero quite new,

and remarkably well built, but the nature of Captain Harris's orders would

not allow him to preserve them. They were H/ feet long, 17 feet broad,

and fitted with carriages, &c. for 7-inch howitzers and 24-pounder carron-

ndes. Each of them was calculated to row GO oars, but neither had a sin-

gle piece of ordnance, nor more than 24 men on board, when first disco-

vered by the British. The ninth felucca being armed with an howitzer and

li carronade, was manned as a tender to the Sir Francis Drake. One proa of

60 tons, mounting two i^-pounders and one swivel, was given up to the pri-

soners, 87 in number. Four other proas, of the same size and forces and

two small merchant vessels in ballast, were burnt. Total 16 sail
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west bastion to be fired: the storm was as sudden as it was resolute; and we

became masters of the fort by half-past three o'clock, after a feeble struggle

of ten minutes, by 300 or 400 Madura pikemen, who, with their chiefs*

were made prisoners on the ramparts.

"On the appearance of day-light, observing the French colours flying on

B flag-staff at the east end of the town, a»d perceiving the natives begin to

assemble in numbers, I sent Captain Pellew with a column of 100 bayonets

and one field-piece, with a flag of trace, requesting the governor would sur-

render in ten minutes, and promising that private property should be res-

pected. To my utter astonishment I received a most insulting answer, re-

quiring me, in three hours, to evacuate the fort, or he, the governor, would

storm it; and at the same time Captain Pellew sent Mr. (John William)

Oldmixon, an intelligent young oflUcer, to inform me their force appeared

about 2,000 strong, protected by 4 field-pieces in their front, on a bridge

possessing every advantage of situation, the column having to advance along

an even and strait road for a quarter of a mile before they could force the

bridge. I did not hesitate, but sent to my companion in arms, and as-

sistant in advice. Captain Pellew, to advance when the first gun was fired

from a column I should lead out of the fort, and that I should take a route

that would turn the enemy's left wing. This had the desired effect ; for,

on their seeing my party advance, they drew off two field-pieces, and broke

their line to oppose us.

" I led 70 small-arm, and 20 pike-men, belonging to the Sir Francis

Drake and Dasher, supported by a 4-pounder field-piece, into action, leav-

ing a reserve of 40 or 50 men in the fort : both columns gave their voUies

nearly at the same moment, and for five minutes a sharp fire was given and

returned as we advanced ; but on our near approach the enemy gave way,

and a most animated and spirited charge made their flight and defeat com-

plete, and we were left masters of the field, colours, and guns- The gover-

nor and other Dutch inhabitants were made prisoners ; and I accepted of a

flag of truce from the Rajah ofSamanap, who was present, under conditions

that the inhabitants of his district should not arm themselves against us

again.

" I have now the gratification of mentioning my approbation of the con-

duct of every officer and man under my immediate command, in both con-

tests ; and have great pleasure in adding, that Captain Pellew expresses

himself much satisfied with those under his command in stormhig the town.

I do not wish to particularise any, for all did their duty in a gallant man-
ner. One instance I cannot omit noticing, the conduct ofLieutenant Roch,

R.M., belonging to the Sir Francis Drake, \\ao was speared twice by two

natives, when resolutely endeavouring to wrest the colours out of the hands

of a French officer, who was killed in the fray.

" In justice also, I gladly acknowledge the assistance and advice I have

received from Captain Pellew, who aided every point of service with his

well known zeal, ability, and bravery ; Captain Kelly merits my warmest
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thankt, for the punctuality In ol)cying, and the judgment in pitting ray or-

ders into execution ; and I gratefully Rcknowledge the cordial and ready

assistance and advice of Captain (James Coutts) Citiwford*. Lieutenant

Cunningham, of the Sir Francis Drake, with the officers and men stationed

at the launches, &c. obtained my praise, and deserve every recommendation

for the arrangement of the boats in case of defeat. I have now to regret

the necessity of subjoining an account of the killed and wounded of the four

sMpsf, in which, when I consider the strength of the fort, and the numbers

opposed to us, in storming the town, I deem ourselves particularly fortu-

nate. The fort is a regular fortification, mounting 16 six-pounders. The

governor acknowledges to have had in the field 300 muskets, 60 artillery-

men, and from 1500 to 2000 men armed with long pikes, u pistol and a crees

each. The enemy suffered considerably; the field was covered with their

dead. I have not been able to ascertain tlieir numbers, either in the fort

or town, bnt I understand the commander-in-Chief of the natives (second

in rank to the Rajah of Samanap) and his two sons were slain."

(Signed) " (iEonoE Harris."

** In the hurry and confusion of writhig the above," Cap-

tain Harris forgot to mention a battery of 12 nine-pounders,

that protected the mouth of the river, which was destroyed by

a party under tiie command of Lieutenant Roch, R. M., in the

face <rf the enemy, whilst Captain Pellew was oegociating with

the Governor.

The success of the British at Samanap was followed up by

what Rear-Admiral Stopford describes as a " master-stroke

of policy'' on the part of Captain Harris, viz. the drawing

the Sultan of Madura from the French alliance, and attaching

him to the 3iritish interests, which " essentially contributed

to the final reduction of Java J."

On the 13th Sept. Captain Harris, with the assistance of the

Maduries, captured 10 battering cannon, long 24-pounders,

that were going to the enemy at Sourabaya, off which place

he joined his commander-in-chief on the 18th; and as there

was no field-oHicer of the army then with Rear-Admiral Stop-

ford, he received directions to take command of the troops

destined against Gresuie. On the 10th that post was occu-

• Sec Vol. n. Part II. p. «72. >

t Total, .'i killed, 28 wounded.

* The olGcial letters written on this occasion will l>e found in the NhviI

Chrooide, Vol. XXVII, p. 82 and 83.
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pied by Captain Harris, after putting several parties of the

enemy to flight ; and on the 22nd, articles of capitulation

were agreed upon between him and the commandant of Sou-

rabaya : but when these terms were on the point of being

signed, intelligence was received from Lieutenant-General Sir

Samuel Auchmuty, of the capitulation for the surrender of

Java and its dependencies having been concluded four days

previous, in consequence of which Sourabaya was taken pos-

session of under the conditions at that time agreed to.

We now lose sight of Captain Harris until April 3, 1813,

on which day, in the Belle Poule, he captured the Grand Na-
poleon, American schooner, of 4 guns and 32 men, with a

valuable cargo, from New York, bound to Bourdeaux ; this

vessel was copper-fastened, pierced for 22 guns, and mea-

sured no less than 305 tons. On the 11th of the following

month. Captain Harris also took the Revenge letter of marque,

from Charlestown bound to the same French port, pierced for

16 guns, having on board 4 long nine-pounders and 32 men.

His share of the proceedings in the Girondc river will be no-

ticed under the head of Captain John Coode, C. B.

Captain Harris's last appointment was, Mar. 22, 1823, to

the Hussar of 46 guns, llie proceedings of a court-martial

by which he was tried on a charge of delaying the public ser-

vice, whilst under orders to convey his Majesty's Ambas-

sador to Lisbon, are detailed in the " Hnmitshire Tele-

qraphf" Dec. I,and8, 1823, from which journal we make the

following extracts:

—

" The ohafjfos huve uot beeu provod against Cuptain Gcofffc Flurriii, ami

:;•(: without any foundation; the conimuoications from the Foreign OtScc

to the Admiralty, orighiatiii); in the letters of Sir Edward Thornton, to tht;

Under Secretary of State, mentioning iticrein that tlie Hussar was not ready

for sea, are totally without foundation, usi that ship appears to have been in

perfect readiness to have put in execution the orders from the Lords Com-
Oiissionera of the Admiralty, from tlu; fnoment of lier undiorin^ in Plymouth

Sound, on ihe i>th August, and to have been trnlely and entirely delayed

by the non-embarkation of Sir £. Thornton ; and that no bUmc whatever,

in the slightest degree, is imputable to ('aptain (ieorge Harris, who, on

the contrary, appears to have acted throughout with his accustomed zeal

(iiid promptitade : uor has (tie conduct of Captain Harris been in any way

U 2
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'contrary to the discipline of the royal navy, highly prejudicial to the pub-

lic interest, or to his Majesty's service ;* and the Court <lotli, therefore, ad-

judge the said (Captain George Harris to be most honoradly acquit

TED, &c.
" Upon this sentence being rend by the Judge Advocate, the President,

Sir James Hawkins Whitshed rose, and addressed Captain Harris to the

following effect :—* Captain Harris, it now l)ecome8 a pleasing part of my

duty to restore to you your sword, which, as the sentence read will havt;

assured you, is untarnished and unsullied. It has often been so wielded by

you, in defence of your King and Country, and I feel confident satisfaction

that it will ever be so worn as to prjomote your own honor, and the credit

and best interests of your country.'"

Captain Harris married, Nov. 29, 1821, Anna Maria, eldest

daughter of John Woodcock, of Fern Acres, Buckingham-

shire, Esq.

.^^en/5.—Messrs. Stihvell.

THOMAS GARTH, Esq.

Was made a Commander Mar. 3, 1804 ; and advanced to

post rank Jan. 4, 1808. His first appointment afterwards

was to act as Captain of the Imperieuse frigate, which ship he

joined at Portsmouth, a short time previous to the sailing of

the expedition destined against Antwerp.

After assisting at the reduction of Flushing, Captain Garth

proceeded up the Scheldt, where he was actively employed

during the whole of the operations in that river, and on one

occasion very warmly engaged with a land battery, the ma-

gazine of which was blown up by Shrapnel's shells, dis-

charged from the Imperieuse's carronades. The services

performed by part of his crew, on shore, will be noticed under

the head ofCommander Eaton Travers.

In the spring of 1810, we find Captain Garth employed un-

der the orders of Captain (now Sir George) Cockburn, who

had been sent to Quiberon bay for the purpose of co-operating

with the Baron de KoUi, in an attempt to effect the libe-

ration of Ferdinand VII., then a prisoner at Valen^ay*. On

• See Brenton's Nav. Hist. Vol. IV. pp. 421—424.
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the 27th June following, he sailed from Portsmouth for the

Mediterranean station, where he was successively removed
into the Cossack of 22 guns, and Cerberus 32. The capture

of various armed vessels and merchantmen, by the boats of

the latter ship, will be described in our memoirs of Cap-

tains Edward H. Delafosse, and John William Montagu.

Captain Garth married, April 1820, Charlotte, eldest

daughter of Lieutenant- General Frederick Maitland.

Jgents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.
,.i/''

JOHN CLAVELL, Esq.

Wb first find this officer serving under Vice-Admiral Col-

lingvvood, who, when about to remove from the Dreadnought

98, to the lloyal Sovereign of 100 guns, just before the glo-

rious battle of Trafalgar, made the following honorable men-

tion of him in a letter to Lord Nelson

:

" I have had a little distress about two Lieutenants being senior to my
first, Clnvell, who is indeed my right arm, and the spirit that puts every

tiling iu motion ; but I hope your lordship will appoint them to this ship,

their names are Palmer and Hewson ; and then I will take my signal Lieu-

tenant, whose name is Brice Gilliland."

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the Vice-Admiral's re-

quest was immediately granted : Mr. Clavell consequently be-

came first Lieutenant of the Royal Sovereign, and was made

a Commander by his veteran friend immediately after the

memorable conflict of Oct. 21, 1805 ; on which day he ap-

pears to have been wounded, and Mr. Gilliland numbered with

the slain.

In Aug. 180/, Captain Clavell commanded the Weasel brig,

and captured three French transports ; liuving on board a co-

lonel and 251 soldiers, going as a reinforcement to the garri-

son of Corfu. He also drove on shore three other vessels of

the same description, and intercepted a trabacolo carrying

despatches to that island. His post commission bears date

Feb. 4, 1808.

From this period we lose sight of Captain Clavell until June

ID, 181 1, when he was appointed to the Orlando 36 ; which fri-

m
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f^nii: \i(> (liHinniitWrd und laid up at Trincomalco about tho cK)n(t

of JHI8. l'V<»rn iUcnvv. lie returned to Kn^Iand in the Mala-

bar, u new 74, '^''p^. IHI9.

('(ipiain (!lav<>ll'H lawt appdiiittiietii waH to corurnaiid the or-

dinary at PortHinoiith ; when- lie Iwih hviui recently Hiip«'rf»<;(l<:(l

in eonMeijuenei! of tlie aei^ideitlal deHtriietioii of II. M. S. Dia-

mond ••

ylgails.— Mc^HHrH. (looke, Ilaltofd, and Son.

WHJJAM STANDWAY PARKINSON, Ksq.

ThiH ollieer iu Haid to have Ix-en " oneofth«' (iarliewt follovv-

erH of Nelson, " to whoH<! notice he waw reeointn(;nded by

(Japtain (now Sir (IharleB Mf»riee) Pole, Hart. f. He receivcti

liiH (irHt eonimiuKion in 1704 ; nerved aH junior Lieutenant of

thii j>i';lo 2H, in her gallant action with la Minerve IVeiicli

frij^ate, June 24, XJ^iU % , atui waw third of NelHon'a (iag-Hhip

at the defeat of the French fleet in Aboukir bay, Au^. 1,

17tW. IHh promotion to the rank of (Jommarulcr took place

Au^^ 12, I7fM).

C/aptain FarkinHon Hubrte(pient,ly commanded the Zebra

bond) and Merlin Hloop, oti th(; North Sea station ; and the

Favorite bloop, employed uiuler Sir Alexander Cochrane;, at

the Leeward IslandH. He was advanced to post rank (on his

arrival at the Admiralty with the despatches announcing the

surrender of the Danish West India colonies) Feb. 9, 1808.

He married, in 1800, the (mly daughter of the llev. Edward

Clarke, of Uckfield, Sussex.

Agents.—Messrs, Stilwell.

JAMES MURRAY GORDON, Esq.

Was made a Lieuteiumt Feb. 2.5, I80.'i ; advanced to the

rank of Commander Feb. 1, 1806; and posted Feb. 15, 1808.

He married, Dec. 13, 1810, Mrs. Charlton, daughter of Arch-

deacon Caullleld.

• Sec Hampshire Telrgraph of Mar. 1!), 1827.

t See Nav. Chron. Vol. 1!>, p. 144.

::JeeVol. n.,PartI., p. 8fi.
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(;K0R(;K LANGFORD, Esq.

On the 2d Mar. IH()H, Ca^^tairi l/ringford, then coimnandirig

the Sappho hrig, of 18 gunH and 120 men, on the North Sea

Htation, captured the Admiral Yawl, a Danish brig of 28 guna

unci Ki men, victualled and Htored for five months. This veb-

Hel waH of a very unubual conHtruction, her gunn being mount-

ed on two decltH, vi/., 12 <;ighteen-pounder carronadew on

one, and IC long hIxch on the other. She maintained a clone

action for half an hour, during which her second ofhcer and

1 HKanian were killed. The Sappho had only 2 men wounded,

one; of whom waH the pilot. Captain Langford wan promoted

to poHt rank iunnediately hiti olHcial letter reached the Ad-

miralty. IIIh commibtfion beatH date Mar. 5, 18(^.

WILLIAM HENRY DILLON, Esq.

Son of the l^te Sir .John 'J'albot Dillon, of the diKtinguihhed

family of that name in Ireland.

Tliis officer entered the r>aval nervicc early in J7'^^ iindcr

the auHpices of Vice-Admiral Koddarn, commander-in-chief at

Portsmouth •
j by whom he was placed on board the Saturn

74, for a paHHage to hin proper hhip, the Alcide, commanded

by Sir Andrew Snape DouglaH, and forming part of the grand

f\wX, then lying in Torbay, under the orders of Earl Howe.

While belonging to the latter tliird rate, Mr. Dillon warfocca-

hionally lent to the Hebe, Niger, and other ftigatcs employed

aa Channel cruisers f.

In Dec. 17^2, the subject of this memoir joined the Thetis

38, Captain Francis J. Hartwell j which ship was employed

• Rcjbert Roddam, Esq., ncnior Admiral of the Red, died at Roddam,

CO. Northumberland, Mar. .31, IH08, af(ed H'J year,-*.

t The Hebe and Niger were cominando<l by two very diitin((u5shed oflB-

cen-~the late Captain Alexander Hood, aiidthe present Sir Richard Good-

win Keats.
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convoying a fleet of East Indiamen from St. Helena toEngland,

at the commencement of the French revolutionary war ; and

paid off in Sept. 1793. We next ftnd him serving on board

the Defence 74, under the command of Captain (now Lord)

Gambler, and bearing a part in the glorious battle of June

1, 1794 *. On that memorable day, Mr. Dillon was stunned

by a splinter striking him in the head ; but although he lay

for some time senseless, under the bodies of two men who
were slain at the same moment, he does not appear to have

sustained any serious injury. His quarters, we should ob-

serve, were the three foremost lower-deck guns; and they

suffered more than any others on that deck, one gun being

quite disabled, and 14 men killed and wounded.

In the ensuing winter, Mr. Dillon followed Captain Gam-
bier into the Prince George 98, then fitting at Chatham, and

afterwards attached to the Channel fleet, under Lord Brid-

port. Of that ship he was the senior midshipman at the cap-

ture of three sail of the line, near I'Orient, June 23, 1795 f,

but unfortunately he had not then served a sufficient time to

qualify him for promotion.

In Aug. following, the Prince George was ordered to be

fitted for the flag of Rear-Admiral Christian ; with whom,

being warmly recommended to that officer, Mr. Dillon suc-

cessively removed into the Glory 98, and Thunderer 74.

On the 16th Nov. 1796, Rear-Admiral Christian and Sir

Ralph Abercromby sailed from St. Helen's, with a large na-

val and military force under their orders, destined against the

enemy's West India colonies ; but when abreast of Torbay

they encountered a violent S. W. gale, which dispersed the

fleet and drove many of the transports on shore. In conse-

quence of this disaster, and having lost her rudder, the

Prince George put back to Spithead (towed by the Colossus

74), where the Rear-Admiral's flag was shifted to the Glory j

and the utmost efforts were made to repair the damages sus-

tained by the rest of the squadron.

On the 9th Dec. Rear-Admiral Christian again sailed, with

• See Vol. I., Part I., note at p. 76 et teg. ; and Vol. II., Part II., p. 682.

t See Vol. I., p. 246} and Vol. II., p. 93.
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such ships and transports as were ready ; but scarcely had he

cleared Scilly, when the wind flew round from E. to N. W, and

S. W., and blew with almost unremitted violence for several

weeks ; during which storm many vessels foundered, and the

Glory narrowly escaped a similar fate, a heavy sea having

struck her, and filled the lower deck with water. Of two-

hundred and forty sail, only thirteen remained in company
with her when she was also obliged to bear up for Ports-

mouth*.

Notwithstanding these disaster's, the object of the expedi-

tion was persevered in ; and so satisfied were H. M. ministers

that Rear-Admiral Christian had done every thing in his

power to forward their design, that, in Feb. 1796, he was

created a Knight of the Bath.

A third attempt to clear the Channel was more successful.

On the 20th Mar. 1796, Sir Hugh Christian and his military

colleague put to sea in the Thunderer ; and when past Ma-
deira, the Rear-Adniiral removed into the Astrea frigate, be-

ing anxious to arrive as qilick as possible at Barbadoes, in or-

der to make immediate preparations for an attack upon St.

Lucia.

The skill, alacrity, and unremitted exertions of himself and

his subordinates, during the siege of that island, were duly ac-

knowledged by Sir Ralph Abercromby, a copy of whose " ge-

neral order" will be found at p. 134 of our first volume.

After the surrender of Morne Fortunee, Mr, Dillon was

sent with a detachment of boats to take possession of Pigeon

Island, and we believe that he himself hoisted the British co-

lours in the battery, May 27, 1796.

A short time subsequent to the reduction of St. Lucia, Mr.

Dillon was appointed to act as Lieutenant of the Ariadne 20;

• At the critical period alluded to above, when many of the Glory's

crew were ascending the fore-rigging under the impression that the ship was

foundering, Sir Ralph Abercromby came to the cabin door and atiked a

midshipman whom he saw standing near the wheel, if much danger existed.

Being told that the sea was coming in through the lower-deck ports, the

lieroic General very coolly remarked, " I shall only be in the way—I'll go

back to my cot!"
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which ship he left in order to join TAimable frigate, com.

manded by Captain Jeininet Mainwaring, an active and en-

terprising officer, wliose melanciioly fate we have already re-

corded *.

Owing to the varied nature of the services on which she

was employed, rAimablc frequently came in contact with the

enemy's batteries ; and she appears to have sustained some

damage, besides having several men wounded, in an unsuc-

cessful attack upon a squadron of French frigates lying at St.

Eustatia : the ships in company with her on that occasion

were the Bellona 74, Captain George Wilson ; Invincible 74,

Captain William Cayley ; and Lapwing 28, Captain Robert

Barton.

About this period, Lieutenant Dillon was strongly recom-

mended to Sir Henry Harvey for promotion ; and being well

acquainted with the French language, he was subsequently

often employed as the bearer of a flag of truce to Victor

Hugues, governor of Guadaloupe, for the purpose of effecting

an exchange of prisoners. The difficulties attending a nego-

ciation with that ferocious republican will readily be con-

ceived ; but notwithstanding the arduous nature of the duty

thus imposed upon him, we know that the services he ren-

dered to his country on those occasions were highly appre-

ciated by all his superior officers f.

In Dec. 1797? Lieutenant Dillon was offered an appointment

to Sir Henry Harvey's own ship, with a promise of early ad-

vancement; but his health Avas then so bad, occasioned by more

than ordinary exposure to the climate of the West Indies, that

he was under the necessity of returning to England, where

he arrived in Mar. 17^8; the commander-in-chief having

shewn the sense he entertained of his services by granting

him leave of absence for six months (instead of causing him

to undergo a survey), and thereby affording him an opportunity

of joining the flag-ship at the expiration of that period.

In May 1798, finding that his health was not sufficiently

I •See Vol. II. Part II. note t at p. 603.

t Victor Hugues, "the Robespierre of the colonies," died at Bourdeaux»

in 1826.
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re-established for service in a tropical climate^ Lieutenant Dil-

lonjoined the Glenmore frigate, forming part of a squadron em-
ployed co-operating with the King's troops in the suppression

of the Irish rebellion. Whilst on that service he assisted in

taking possession of Wexford *, and was afterwards sent with

a brotlier officer to apprehend a man named Skallion, who
had assumed the appellation of Admiral^ and borne a conspi-

cuous part in all the treasonable proceedings of that alarming

period. The discovery and caption of this traitor was attended

with considerable risk, as he was to be searched for and se-

cured in the midst of a disaffected populace ; but by good

management he was conducted to head-quarters without in-

jury to either party. On delivering up their prisoner, Lieu-^

tenant Dillon and his companion received the thanks of a

court-martial then sitting (to try such offenders), for the very

effectual and expeditious manner in which they had fulfilled

their mission.

In the course of the same year. Lieutenant Dillon was suc-

cessively appointed to the Venerable 74, and Crescent frigate

;

the latter commanded by Captain William Granville Lobb,

under whom he sailed for Barbadoes and Jamaica, in con*-

pany with a fleet of merchantmen, about Sept. 1799. The
capture of El Galgo, Spanish brig of war, near the Mona pas-

sage, is thus officially described by that officer in a letter to

Sir Hyde Parker, dated at Port Royal, on the 22d Nov, fol-

lowing :

" On the 15th uistant, the S.W. end of Porto Rico bearing N. E. 10 or

12 leagues, we fell in with a squadron consisting of a liiie-of-battle ship,

frigate, and corvette. As the two former were directly in our course on

the larboard tack, I made the convoy signal to haul to the wind on the

starboard tack ; then made sail to reconnoitre them; and on joining the

Calypso (stoop), which had previously chased, perfectly coincided with

Captain (Joseph) Baker, that they were enemies. The line-of-battle ship

and frigate keeping close together, I was in great hopes of drawing them

fi-om the convoy, by keeping within random shot to windward ; and bore

up for that purpose, making the Calypso's signal to chase N. W. the di-

rection the body of the convoy was then in : at 9, the enemy tacked, and I

* See Vol. I. p. 389. N. D. The town was taken possession of by a

uaval detachment, previous to the entry of the troops.
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waa under the ncccsBity uf makitifr the signal to disperse. The Calypso

bore up for that part uf thc'couvoy that was running to leeward. The cor>

vette, which had been seen some time before, was standing for the ships

that had kept their wind; I immediately made sail to relieve them, and

had the good fortune to capture her. The enemy were previously chasing

the ships to leeward, and I was happy to observe them haul their wind, I

suppose on perceiving the situation of the corvette ; but this, as well as

their other manoeuvres during the course of the day, appeared so very un-

determined, that they did not take the necessary steps to prevent our ob-

taining possession of her ; nor had they brought to any of the convoy at

dark, notwithstanding they had been near them for twelve hours : ond their

situation was such as to give me sanguine hopes not any have been cap-

tured. The S(iuadron proved to be Spanish, from St. Domingo, bound to

the Havannah, consisting of the Asia 64, Amphitrite 44, and Galgo of 16

guns *."

El Galgo was conducted to Jamaica by Lieutenant Dillon,

who became first of the Crescent on her arrival at Port Royal;

where it was asce.'-tained that only one ship had fallen into

the enemy's hands, and that she also might have escaped, if

her master had paid proper attention to the signals and mo-

tions of his superiors.

We next find the Crescent cruising in the gulf of Mexico^

where she intercepted a Spanish armed packet. Returning

from thence, through the gulf of Florida, she also captured,

after a long chase and two hours' running fight, the Diligente,

French national brig, mounting 12 long 12-pounders, with a

complement of more than 100 men.

This latter prize was taken possession of by Lieutenant

Dillon, whose attention was soon drawn to a noise below

;

and, on listening, he plainly heard some one threatening to

blow up the vessel. Rushing down to the magazine, he there

found the republican captain in a state of intoxication, and in

the act of holding a lighted candle to one of the powder-bar-

rels, with the diabolical intention of carrying his menace hito

effect, but which was thus providentially frustrated through

Mr. Dillon's knowledge of the French language. Had any

other officer of the Crescent been sent to take possession in-

stead of him, there is no doubt that every person on board

* The Crescent was a 36-gun, i8-pounder, frigate ; the Calypso, a ship-

sloop, rated at 16 guns.
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the Diligente would have perished, as the wind had by that

time increased to a gale.

After the capture of Cura^oa, in Sept. 1800*, the Crescent

was selected by Lord Hugh Seymour to convey reinforce-

ments thither ; and she appears to have hoisted that officer's

flag when he first visited the newly-acquired colony t*

In June, J "^Ol, Lieutenant Dillon assisted at the destruction

of the Meleager .32, which ship had grounded on the Trian-

gles, in the gulf of Mexico, and was there burnt by order of

Captain Peter Halkett, commanding the Apollo frigate.

We should here state, that when the Meleager first struck

upon these shoals, her Captain, the Hon.T. B. Capel, directed

a number of the ofl&cers and men to proceed to Vera Cruz,

and there to deliver themselves up, as prisoners of war, to the

Spaniards : himself and the remainder of his officers and crew

were preparing to follow, when the Apollo and Crescent for-

tunately arrived from an adjacent cruising ground, brought

them off, destroyed their ship, and conveyed them to Jamaica.

The exchange of the whole was afterwards effected by Lieu-

tenant Dillon, whom we find employed as a negociator both

at Vera Cruz and the Havannah.

The subject of this memoir subsequently proceeded in a

small prize felucca, with 23 other volunteers under his com-

mand, to attack a large schooner, supposed to be a Spanish

privateer belonging to St. Jago de Cuba ; but after rowing all

night he had the mortification to find that she was an

American trader. In the mean time, the Crescent had de-

parted from her cruising ground, and Lieutenant Dillon, hav-

ing used every endeavour to rejoin her without success, was

obliged to beat up to Jamaica, where he arrived after being

upwards of three weeks on bread and water only. At the

close of that anxious cruise, he appears to have had a very

• See Vol. II. Part I. p. 12.

t Lieutenant Dillon was warmly recommended to Lord Hugh Seymour,

who marked his kind intentions towards him, by allowing him to remain

first of an active frigate, whilst he kept a vacancy for him in his flag-ship.

Unfortunately, however, the noble Admiral was suddenly cut off in the

midst of his honorable career [see p. 158] ; and Mr. Dillon'i^prospects were

consequently blighted.

p
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narrow escape, the master of an English merchant ship, al-

though aware that peace had taken place, having opened a

warm fi/e of round, grape, and musketry upon the felucca,

which was then becalmed near Port Ruyal, and within hail of

her M'anton assailant, one of whose shot (a 9-pounder) tore

away part of Lieutenant Dillon's trowsers ; but providentially

neither himself nor any of his people sustained the least injury.

Our officer's active and zealous conduct had by this time

obtained him the favorable notice of his new commander-in-

chief, the late Sir John T. Duckworth, who placed him on his

list for preferment; but unfortunately Mr. Dillon's health be-

came so bad that he was obligefl to return home as first Lieu-

tenant of the Judo 32, which frigate was paid off at Wool-

wich, in Aug. 1802.

At the renewal ot hostilities, in 1803, the subject of this

memoir was employed raising seamen at Hull ; and after re-

maining a short time on that service, he received a conimis-

fiion appointing him first Lieutenant of the Africaine 38, then

considered " one of the finest frigates in the British navy*."

In July, 1803, Lieutenant DiUon experienced one of tho

most extraordinary vicissitudes of a naval life. On the 20th,

whilst bk)ckaidiiag Helvoetsluys, he was sent into that port

with a flag of truce from Lord Keith to the Dutch Commodore

Valterbuck, who gave orders for him to be detained, separated

from his men f, and placed in confiiu?ment on board a small

schooner lying in the harbour. In this state of durance he

contiimed until the arrival of despatches fi'om the Hague,

which were given to him with an intimation that be was at

liberty to depart. The order for his release, however, proved to

be a mere pretence ; for when on the point oi shoving off from

the Dutch sclrooner, an armed launch belonging to a French

Irigate demanded his immediate surrender ; and, iiaving no

means of making resistance, he was obliged to submit to this

liuwarrimttublc summons. On hearing of his captivity, rc-

monstnmces were made by England, first to the Batavinn

republic, and finally to the French government, for tiie libe-

• «eeVul. II. Parti, p. 208.

t A buat'a crew belouging to the Lcda Mgate, Capiittii Robert Ilonytuait.
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ration of Lieutenant Dillon and the boat's crew ; but, not-

withstanding these circumstances, he was detained a prisoner

upwards of four years, in defiance to the law of nations, and

in open violation of every privilege in relation of flags of truce,

as established and acknowledged by all civilized powers *.

At the time this outrage was committed, there were lying

in Helvoetsluys two French frigates, in addition to the Dutch

squadron commanded by Commodore Valterbuck. After con-

fining him for some time on board a dogger, where \he flag of

truce was kept flying as if in derision, the French Commo-
dore removed LieutenantDillon to his own ship, the Furieuse

;

and whilst in her he caught a malignant fever, which nearly

proved fatal to liim. From that frigate he was sent on board

la Libre ; and after being kept for several weeks in a state of

cruel suspense, it was at length intimated to him, that if he

would sign a document in the shape of a parole of honor, he

should be allowed to land and proceed into the interior of

Holland. Worn out as he was by the nature of his imprison-

ment, and being hopeless of obtaining his liberation from the

persons then at the head of affairs in France, he reluctantly

assented j and took his departure for Rotterdam, from whence

he was successively ordered to Breda, Antwerp, Brussels,

Luneville, and Verdun.

In 1806, when the British government sent over Lords

Yarmouth and Lauderdale to negociate for peace, these no-

blemen were instructed to apply for the liberation of Captain

Dillon, and three other officers who had likewise been detained

in an unjustifiable maimer; but Napoleon Buonaparte gave

his decided refusal to the request, thereby adding to the un-

merited hardships they had already undergone. It is here

proper to remark, that the subject of this memoir was pro-

moted to the rank of Commander in the spring of the preceding

year, and that his exchange wati at length etfected by his pri-

vate friends in Sept. 1 80/.

On his return to England, Captain Dilbn found that hiH

• Errula, Vol. II. Part I. p. 20H, line '2 from the bottom, tor the apace

i>ffive years, vettA for more ihitn four years.
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captivity had been attended with most serious calamities as

respected his private fortune ; in fact, this treacherous act of

the enemy may justly be considei'ed as the principal feature

in hia professional life ; and future historians will no doubt

dwell upon it, in order to show the spirit of the government

that Great Britain had then to oppose—our own limits will

not admit of any further comments.

Early in 1808, Captain Dillon was appointed to the Chil-

ders brig, of which vessel the following just description is

given by Mr. James, in the second edition of his Naval His-

tory, Vol. V. p. 39 et seq.

*' Notwithstanding the fate of the * sloop of war ' Lily *, vessels of that

denomination, inferior in force to a gun-brig, were still suffered to remain

in the British navy. One of the ' cruisers' of this class was the Childers,

a brig of 2()2 tons, built as long ago as the year 1778 ; a vessel so unsca-

worthy as to have been obliged, on more than one occasion, to throw over-

board her guus (long) 4-pounder8, in order to save the lives of her crew.

The brig at length became so crazy, that 18-pounder carronades were found

too heavy for her, and she was titted with fou.teen 12-pounder8. In this

state, and manned with a cren, nominally, of 86, but really of G5 men and

boys, including only one Lieutenant (there not being accommodation for

more), the Childers, Captain William Henry Dillon, in the month of Ja-

nuary (1808), lay in Leith roads, waiting to give her ' protection' to the

trade proceeding to Gottenburgh. But the merchants, the instant they

knew the force and qualifications of the Childers, objected to place their

property under her care ; supposing, very naturally, that so small and ill-

armcd a vessel was incapable of beating off the privateers that infested the

northern waters. Ludicrous as the application would have appeared, the

nerchants, had they wished for a vessel of nearly double the force of the

one they had rejected, might have requested the hoard of admiralty to ap-

point, instead of ' the sloop of war' Childers, the ' gun-brig ' Insolent, tlie.n

cruising on the Downs station. What vessel the merchants at last ob-

tained we know not ; but the Childers proceeded by herself to the Baltic

(station), to effect as much, in the way of annoying the enemy, as her

small powers would Admit."

Having thus made our readers acquainted with the* force of

the vessel placed under Captain Dillon's command, we shuH

now present them with a copy of his official letter respecting

* Captured by a French privateer, July 15, 1804.
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the very gallant action for which he was deservedly rewarded

with a post commission :

"Leith, March 18, 1808.

" Sir,—I have the honor to acquaint yon, that on the 14th inst., at 4

P. iM., when standint:^ in for the coast of Norway, a sail was discovered in-

shore, and, on seeing us, appeared to be seeking a port of safety. We
instantly gave chase, with a fresh breeze from the eastward ; and as wc

neiired her, she hauled among the rocks, out of our sight, to take shelter in

the small port of Midbe. Immediately a nnmlier of boats came out to her

ftssistance, I siippose with the intention of removing her cargo. I des-

patched Mr. Wilson, acting-master, accompanied by Mr. (Thomas Edward)

Knight, mate *, with the cutter well armed, to bring her out : thejoUy-

hoat was also sent, with Mr. M'NichoU, gunner, and Mr. Le Neve, purser,

who volunteered his services. This duty was performed by Mr. Wilson

witii the utmost gallantry for when mixed with the enemy's boats, the

latter were dispersed in all directions, leaving him at liberty to board the

vessel, in doing whii-h he was opposed by some of the inhabitants with

musketry, whilst others hurled down stones upon our men, from the top of

die precipice nnder which she lay secured : however, she was carried with-

out any loss, to the astonishment of an increasing multitude, who crowded

together on the surrounding heights. She is a galliot, with only part of

her cargo on board, consisting principally of oil and fish.

" Scarcely had the galliot hove in sight from under the rocka, when a

largo brig was observed coming out of Hitteroe : she bore down on us witli

confidence, indicating a vessel of force, and apparently with the design of

rescuing the prize. About 6 P. M. she got upon our weather-beam ; and

judging her to be within reach of our guns, I sent a challenge, by firing a

shot over her. The enc<ny then hauled his wind close, and kept in shore.

Finding he would not join us, I made sail for the purpose of bringing him

to action, which soon commenced at half gun-shot range, distant from the

shore half a mile, passing each other on ditlerent tacks. When he received

our first broadside, he caught fire forward ; and had wc been closer at \.h<\

moment, to profit by his confusion, I have no doubt o? fhc result, Ila

kept so ncnr the land, that he was held from our view, so that we could

only be guided in our fire by the flash of his guns, and were also, from

this circumstance, prevented weathering him, Wc continued engaging him

in this manner for three hours ; but found he had a decided advantage over

U8. The Dune was a man of war, well appointed in every respect, carry-

ing long i8.pounders, and seemingly hud taken fresh courage after a few of

our broadsideB, as if aware of our inferiority to him in weight of metal,

the Childers bearing only 12-pounder carronades :—latterly, his gims were

80 well-directed, that every shot did us mischief, particularly between wind

and water. Observing that nothing could be done whilst he kept lo near

J
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his own port, from whence he might ut pleasure draw fresh supplies ot

men, I conceived the plan of enticing him out to sea, where the <;ont<'st

wouhi be more equal, by giving us an opportunity of forcing him to close

action, which he had hitherto so repeatedly avoided. In order to effect this,

I stood out under easy sail : it was some time before he relished the idea of

following us, hut in the end he did so. At 1 1, he was al»out three miles

off the land ; I set the courses, and tacked, intending to weather him. As

we approached, the wind unfortunately headed us, and foiled oiir attempt.

I therefore passed under his lee, as close as it could he done without toiieli-

inp, and poured round and grape upon his decks, which 1 injaginc did the

Dane much damage, for we distinctly heard the groans of the wouikUmI -.

his guns also did us material injury, most of his shot taking us between

wind and water ; and when on the point of renewing the buttle, it p'-oved

impossible. In the mean time the enemy tacked, and made sail to regain

the shore ; and we shortly after lost sight of him. I was mortified that

our situation would not admit of our ptu'suing the enemy:—we had .5 feet

water in the hold, the magazine afloat, the lower masts wounded, bowsprit

and main-mast badly, and the leaks increasing on us in such a way as tu

make it doubtful whether we should be able to prevent our vessel from

sinking under us. In this situation we bore up to secure our prize, witii

the only satisfaction left us of having drove a mau of war, of much superior

force, off the field of action, which we kept during the space of six hours

in the very entrance of his own harbour.

" I therefore trust, that when the above particulars are seen in thoir

proper light, it will be found that, although not successful in capturing the

enemy, the Childers has supported the glory of the navy, and the honor of

the British flag. I am happy to have this opportunity of testifying the

spirited conduct of my first Lieutenant, Mr. Thomas Edmonds, as well as

of the other officers and crew, who on this occasion behaved with that de-

termined courage which at all times distinguishes English seamen. Not

being able to keep at sea, from the nature of our leaks, and having wounded

masts, I could not put into execution the remaining part of your orders
;

and have in consequence judged it proper to return to this anchorage with

my prize. I am, &c.

(Signed) " W. H. Dillon."
" To Rear-Admiral Faslion, 8fC. S(C. tfc.'*

In this gallant action, Captain Dillon was badly wounded

in both legs, and his arms and shoulders were very much

contused : the total loss sustained by the Childers was 2 petty

officers killed, and 8 persons, including her commander and

2 midshipmeii, wounded. The Danish brig, thus driven back

to her anchorage by the vessel whose services the merchuutij

of Leith had rejected, was afterwards ascertained to be the
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Loiigen, mounting 18 Danish long IS-pounders * and 2 ?ixes

(tiio l.ittpr storn chcisors), with a complement of UJO men and

boys. Captain Dillon dees not state his reason for attacking

so superior a force ; but we know that his object was to pre-

vent her from making any attempt upon the convoy then

expected from Scotland, and which hove in sight the day after

the acti(!n. It is sufficient to say that the Admiralty duly

appreciated his brave and skilful conduct, and that he re-

ceived the thanks of the Board in terms of the most flattering

description ; as also a sword, value 100 guineas, from the

Patriotic Society at Lloyd's. His post commission bears date

Mar. 21, 1808.

Captain Dillon's next appointment was, pro tempore, to

I'Aigle frigate, and in her he accompanied the grand expedition

to the Scheldt. He subsequently acted as captain of the Ca-

milla 20, a«d Bellerophon 74 ; after which we find him com-

manding the Leopard of 50 guns. In the latter ship he was

stationed for some time at Lisbon, and also actively employed

ou the south coast of Spain, under the orders of Rear-Admiral

Hallowell, by whom he was entrusted with the command of

a small squadron sent to act in conjunction with the British

troops stationed at Carthagena, to prevent that place from

being taken by surprise. The Leopard likewise saved several

villages on the coast of Murcia from being ravaged by the

common enemy.

On the 18th Jan. 1814, Captain Dillon was appointed to

the Horatio 38, in which frigate he successively served at

Newfoundland, in Davis's Straits, and, as senior officer, at

Guernsey. Proceeding from thence to watch the Harbour

of Cherbourg, the Horatio struck on a rock in the Little Rus-

sel Passage, beat off 25 feet of her main -keel and the garboard

streak, whereby her timbers were left completely bare, and

she was only saved from foundering by the most extraordi-

nary exertions, as she made eight inches of water in a minute,

and continued to do so until her arrival in Portsmouth har-

bour. After undergoing the necessary repairs, she was sent

\
' il-*
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with a small squadron to blockade the above port, from

whence it was understood by government that Napoleon Buo-

naparte would attempt to escape after his final overthrow at

Waterloo. Captain Dillon subsequently visited China and

India ; but peace being fully established, he was ordered home
in 1816, and paid off at the commencement of the following

year. His last appointment was, April 14, 1818, to tlic

Phaeton 46, which ship lilcewise made a trip to the East In

.

dies, and was put out of commission in Oct. 1819.

Agents.—Messrs. Stilwell.

JAMES BRADSHAW, Esq.

Sbcond son of Robert Haldane Bradshaw, Esq. M. P. for

Brackley, in Northamptonshire ; whose father was one of the

Secretaries of the Treasury during the administration of Lord

North.

This officer received his first commission Mar. 2, 1805

;

was made a Commander Jan. 22, 1806; and advanced to

post rank April 20, 1808. He commanded the Eurydice 21,

at the reduction of Martinique, in 1809 ; and was elected

M. P. for Brackley about Feb. 1825.

Agents.—Messrs. Clementson.

MATTHEW SMITH, Esq.

We first find this officer commanding the Milbrook schooner,

of 16 guns and 45 men, in the expedition against Ferrol, un-

der the orders of Sir John Borlase Warren ; and he appears

to have been mainly instrumental in saving the crew of the

Stag 32, when that frigate was wrecked in Vigo bay, Sept. G,

1800*.

Early in the morning of Nov. 13 following, being close to

the bar of Oporto, with two brigs of the Newfoundland fleet

under his protection. Lieutenant Smith discovered a French

frigate-built privateer, pierced fn: -36 guns, and apparently

• SeeVol. T.Partir.p. 761.
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crowded with men ; which formidable enemy he immediately

resolved to engage, as the only means of preserving those

vessels, and several other British merchantmen then standing

in from the westward. An action accordingly took place about

8 A. M., and was kept up until nearly 10 o'clock, at which

time the enemy's colours were either hauled down or shot

away; but the Milbrook having 10 guns disabled, her masts

and spars much crippled, and the sails, rigging, boats and

sweeps cut to pieces, Lieutenant Smith could not prevent

him from taking advantage of a light breeze, by which ho

was enabled to make his escape into Vigo, with the lohs, it

was afterwards said, of 20 killed and 47 wounded. The Mil-

brook had not a man slain, and only 10 or J2 persons wound-

ed : her opponent's name was la Bellone, of Bourdeaux.

On the 16th Feb. 1801, Lieutenant Smith was promoted to

the rank of Commander, for his judicious and heroic conduct,

by which much valuable property was preserved from capture

:

the British merchants at Oporto had previously voted him

their thanks, and a piece of plate xaXwcJifty pounds !!!

Captain Smith's post commission bears date April 24,

1808: he subsequently commanded the Comus 22, and

Nyniphen 36, which latter ship Wtis paid off in Aug. 1815.

^m^-E

ifi t
^"iM Ji

THOMAS SEARLE, Esq.

/J Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

This officer was born in Devonshire, May 29, 1777' He
entered the navy in 1790, and served as a midshipman on

board the Mutine cutter, Sphynx of 20 guns. Active and Ar-

tois frigates, and Royal George, a first rate (bearing the flag

of Lord Bridport), until his promotion to the rank of Lieute-

nant, Aug. 12, 1796. His first commission was given to him

by the Admiralty in consequence of that distinguished veteran

and the Captain of the Royal George having strongly recom-

mended him to the Board, for his exertions in saving the lives

of 7 men who had been swamped in a boat alongside, during

a heavy gale of wind. This favorable opportunity of dispky-

#^ )
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iug his intrepidity occurred a very few days after he passed

his examination. We subsequently find him commandinir the

Courier hired cutter, mounting 12 four-pounders, with a com-

plement of 40 men.

On the 12 May, 1799? Lieutenant Searle discovered a large

hrig in the act of capturing an English merchant sloop, near

Winterton, on the coast of Norfolk. Regardless of the ene-

my's superior force, which was very manifest, he immediately

made sail, brought him to action, and continued at close

quarters for an hoiu* and forty minutes, during which the brig

received considerable damage; but being a better sailer than

the Courier, and having the advantage of the wind, she was

at length enabled to escape. On this occasion the British

cutter had only 5 men wounded. In the course of the follow-

ing day she captured, without any resistance, the Ribotteur

schooner, of 6 guns and 26 men, a consort of her late oppo-

nent, which turned out to be a French privateer, mounting 16

long nines and sixes *.

On the 10th July following. Lieutenant Searle assisted at

the capture of three valuable merchant vessels, and the de-

struction of a galliot laden with ordnance stores, near tlie

island of Ameland. The very gallant manner in which he

subsequently attacked a brig mountings eighteen, 2 twenty-

four, and 2 thirty-two -pounder carronades, with a comple-

ment of 60 men, lying moored between Schiermonikoog and

the main land of Groningen, has been described at p. 234 of

our second volume. On the 23d Nov. in the same year, he

captured le Guerrier, French cutter privateer, of 14 four-

pounders and 44 men, after a close action of 50 minutes,

during which the Courier had her Master slain, and 2 seamen

wounded; the enemy 4 killed and 6 wounded f.

Three days after this last exploit. Lieutenant Searle was

deservedly advanced to the rank of Commander, as a reward

for his meritorious services in the Courier ; but he does not

" A privateer lugger wiis in siglit to leeward during the whole of the

above action, hut did not attempt to interfere.

t Lieutenant Searle was severely burnt by an explosion of gunpowder,

in one of the above actionii ; but which of them we cannot remember.
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appear to have -been aftbrded any further opportunity of dis-

tinguishing himself previous to the peace of Amiens.

in 1804, this officer was successively appointed to the Per-

seus bomb, H elder defence-ship, and Autumn sloop of war.

He was also entrusted with the charge of one of the princi-

pal explosion vessels attached to the " catamaran expedition,"

of which notice has been taken at p. 45 et seg. of this vo-

lume *. His subsequent appointments, as Commander, were

to the Fury bomb, about Feb. 1806 ; and to the Grasshopper

brig, at the latter end of the same year.

In Nov. 1807, we find Captain Searle employed watching

the harbour of Carthagena ; and in the following month he

captured a Spanish brig of war, as will be seen by the follow-

ing extracts from his othcial report, addressed to Sir Thomas

Livingston, Bart.

:

" H. M. sloop Grasshopper, Dec. 12, 1807.

" Sir,—I have to acquaint you, that yesterday, when looking out oft'

Cape Paios, agreeably to your directious, I discovered a number of tlic

enemy's vessels at anchor under the Cape : his Catholic Majesty's briuf

San Josef, of 12 twenty-four-pounders and 95) men, commanded by Don

Antonio de Torres, got under vveigh, and came out to attack H. M. sloop

under my command, accompanied by the two Spanish vessels of war

named in the margin (viz. Medusa, of 10 twenty-four-pounders and 77

men ; and Aigle, of 8 guns, same calibre, and 50 men.). The San Josef

I brought to close action, when, after 15 minutes resistance, she struck her

colours and ran on shore ; upon which I anchored, and with the greatest

exertions of my officers and crew, succeeded in getting her off, The other

two vessels bore up, and made sail from us, immediately the brig struck,

or I have no doubt we should have captured the whole of them » • • ».

In this affair we had 2 men severely wounded f: the loss of the enenty I

could not ascertain, as a number of them jumped overboard, and I fear a

great many of them were drowned ••••••.
(Signed) " T. Searle."

By the foregoing statement it will be seen, that the com-

bined force of the enemy was 30 twenty-four-pounders and

226 men : the Grasshopper mounted 16 thirty-two-pounders

and 2 long sixes, with a complement of 120 men. Lord Col-

* Sec note at p. 46.

t Captain Searle was liimself wounded in the head by a splinter; but he

(Iocs not msation that circum;>tancc in the letter now before us.

^f'
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lingwood, when reporting this action to the Admiralty, in-

formed their lordships that they would see in his communi-

cation " an instance of that zeal and enterprise which marked

the general conduct of her commander "
; whose admirable

behaviour off Cadiz, on the 4th April 1808, is thus described

by Captain (now Sir Murray) Maxwell, in a public letter to

Rear-Admiral Purvis, the senior officer on that station :

" Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, that when at anchor to day with

H. M. ship Mercury, and Grasshopper brig, St. Sebadtian's lightliouse

S.E., distant 3 miles, wind W.S.W., a large convoy of the enemy was dis-

covered, coming along shore from the northward, under the protection of

about twenty gun-boats, and a numerous train of flying artillery on the

beach. At 3 P. M. I made the signal to weigh and attack the convoy, and

stood directly in for the body of them, then off the town of Rota ; at 4, tlie

enemy's shot and shells from the gun-boats and batteries going far over us,

H. M. ships opened their fire, which was kept up with great vivacity until

half-past 6, when we had taken seven of the convoy, and drove a great ma-

ny others on shore in the surf; compelled the gun-boats to retreat, which

they did very reluctantly, and not until two o/ them were destroyed ; and

actually silenced the batteries at Rota; whiih liitter service was performed

by the extraordinary gallantry and good cooluct of Captain Searle, who
kept in upon the shoal to the southward of the town, so near as to drive the

enemy from their guns with grape from his carronades, and at the same time

kept in check a division of gun-boats that had come out from Cadiz to as-

sist the others engaged by the Alccste and Mercury. It was a general cry

in both ships, * Only look how nobly the brig behaves! '*•••*». it jg

with much pleasure I have to t'i, that the frigates received no material

damage ; but the Grasshopper, I am sorry to say, is a great deal damaged

in the hull, her main-top-mast is shot through, and her shrouds, sails, and

running rigging are cut almost to pieces ; she had one man mortally

wounded, the gunner and two others wounded, but not severely. The cap-

tured vessels are all loaded on government account for the arsenal at Ca-

diz ; and, I am happy to say, there is a very considerable quantity of valua-

ble ship timber taken."

Nineteen days after this exploit, and two previous to the

date of his post commission, Captain Searle had the good for-

tune to capture two Spanish merchant vessels from South

America, each having a cargo worth 30,000/. sterling. When
first discovered, they were proceeding alongshore, under the

protection of four gun-boats; but on being chased by the

Grasshopper and another brig *, they pushed in among the

* The Rapid of 12 guns, commanded by Lieutenant Henry Baugh.
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shoala near Faro, and anchored close to . battery Captain

Searle and his consort immediately brougtit up witi n rangf^

of grape, and after a severe action of 2 hours and 30 luiimtca

succeeded in obtaining possession of them. Two of the gu* >

boats were also taken, the others driven a-shore, and the peo-

ple in the battery obliged to desert their guns. In the exe-

cution of this service, the Grasshopper had one man killed,

and her commander and three seamen severely wounded *

;

besides suffering greatly in her hull, masts, sails, and rigging.

The Rapid was likewise much cut up, and had three persons

badly wounded. The enemy's loss must have been very severe,

as the captured gun-boats alone had 40 killed and wounded.

After his promotion to post rank, April 25, 1808, Captain

Searle was appointed in succession to the Fredereicksteiu

32, Elizabeth 74, and Druid frigate f. On leaving the Grass,

hopper, a sword, value 80 guineas, was presented to him by

her crew, as a mark of their respect and attachment. In the

course of the same year, he received a piece of plate, value

100 guineas, from the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's ; and in

June, 1815, he obtained the insignia of C. B., as a further re-

ward for his meritorious exertions.

In Sept. 1818, we find Captain Searle commissioning the

Hyperion 42, of which frigate he retained the command until

her return from South America, in Mar. 1821. Previous to

his proceeding thither he had the honor of attending on our

present monarch during an aquatic excursion in the vicinity

of Portsmouth. The Hyperion brought home specie to the

amount of half a million sterling, and was paid off April 25,

1821.

Captain Searle married the daughter of Joseph Maddock,

Esq. of Portsmouth dock-yard, by whom he has had three sons

and eight daughters : two of the former are deceased.

Agent.—i. Hinxman, Esq.

• Captain Searle was shot through the thigh by a niusket^ball—whereas

in his official letter he modestly saya '• mi/xclf slightly wounded .'.'."'

t See Vol. II, Part I., p. 2»8.
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HENRY HOPE, E«Q.

^ Companion of the Most Honorable MUitary Order of the liut/i.

This officer is a son of the late Commissioner Charles

Hope, R. N., and a cousin to the present Vice-Admiral Sir

W. Johnstone Hope, G. C. B., M. P., &c. &c.

He received his first commission, May 3, 1804 ; obtained

the rank of Commander, Jan. 22, 1806; and was made a Post-

Captain, May 24, 1808. In Oct. 1809, we find him command-

ing the Topaze frigate, and assisting Captain (now Sir Ben-

jamin) Hallowell in making arrangements for the capture and

destruction of a French convoy, near Rosas ; the particulars

of which service will be given in our memoir of the officer by

whom it was conducted •.

Captain Hope's next appointment was to the Salsette 36

;

and in her he appears to have captured two French privateers,

one of which carried 16 guns and 70 men. His removal to

the Endymion frigate, fitting at Plymouth for the purpose of

coping with the American forty-fours, took place May 18,

1813. On the 3d Dec. following, he captured the Perry let-

ter of marque, a remarkably fine schooner, of 230 tons mea-

surement.

At this latter period, the Endymion was proceeding to join

the squadron employed in the blockade of New London;

on which station she continued, under the orders of Sir Tho-

mas M. Hardy, until the enemy's ships in that port were

moved up the river, and dismantled. She subsequently ac-

companied an expedition to the Penobscot, and assisted at the

capture ofCastine, Sept. 1, 1814 1«

Captain Hope's action with Commodore Decatur has al-

ready been noticed, under the head of Captain John Hayes,

C. B. : his own official letter, written on that occasion, is a

very short one—and as modest as it is brief—he contents

himself with saying

:

* See ('aptain John Tailour.

+ See Vol. II, Part II, p. 730.
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" I enclose a return of the killed and wounded, and I have gn>at pleasure

.11 hearing testimony of the very great assistance I received from tlie senior

Lieutenant, Morgan, during the n-hole day's proceedings ; together with

the cool and determined hravery of my officers and ship's company, on this

fortunate occasion. Where every individual has so conspicuously done his

duty, it would be injustice for me to particularize ; but I trust the loss and

damage sustained by the enemy's frigate, will shew the steady and well-di-

rected fire kept up by his INIajesty's ship under my command. Although

>ur loss has been severe, I am happy to state that it is trifling when com-

pared with that of the enemy.'*

The following statement will shew the comparative force of

the parties opposed to each other on the 15th Jan. 1815 :

i"'-p

ENDYMION.
Main-deck ... 26 long tweiuy-four-pouniieri . .

Quarter-deck, . . 16 thirty-two-pounder rarronades,

Foiccastle, ... 6 ditto ditto •

Total 48 guns, exclusive of a long eight-

een-poundcr, uaed only a* a

bow-chaser, there being no
broadside port •"r ;l.

PRESIDENT.
. 30 long tWL'iuy-lour-poiinderi.

. 16 forty-two-poundiT rarronades,

( 4 ditto ditto.

i 2 Ion)), twuniy-fiiur-puunden.

52 guns, cxclua-.vt' of a brass S-inch

howitzer, moiinled upon a

travelling rarrmge, anil

fought through a port on
the spar-deck.

4 Ions' guns, 3121 .,, ^ fioiigi'uns, 408} ,„„
Broadside we;ghl of inelal

J
carronudes, 3.V2

/'^'* P'^"""*"-"! ca,rona<le»,42o|''-8 P""""!**

Size in tons 1277 1533,

The Endyniion, previous to her encounter with the Presi-

dent, had had 28 officers and men killed, and 37 badly wonnd-

ed, in an unsuccessful attack made by her boats upon the

Prince de Neufchatel American privateer j but to make up for

this heavy loss she obtained a draft of men from another ship

belonging to the Halifax squadron. The total number of of-

ficers, men, and boys on board, at the commencement of the

action, wab 346: her loss consisted of 11 killed and 14

wounded.

The "New York Evening Post," speaking ofthe President,

says " she had a picked crew of 500 men." Her watch-hill^

the only paper found on board, contained the names of 477

• Exclusive of the ho'vitzer, but including both of the forecastle 24-

pounders, one of which was fought through a spare port on the quarter-

deck. The President's top-guns, 5 brass 4-pounders, were also used dur-

ing this action.

;,.,(

fe.!

I ^

it

' t ^



3IG POST-CAPTAINS OK 1808.

'- II

i n

1:1

n

(:

R'.

I

persons, as doing the duty of the ship ; .'jncl it has been satis

factorily proved that she liad no h'ss than 35 slain and 70
wounded : among the former were 3 lieutenants, and in the

latter list we find the name of Commodore Decatur.

The principal damage sustained by the Endymion, was in

her sails and rigging; the fore-top-mast being the only

badly wounded spar. The President was completely rid-

dled from stem to stern; several of her guns were disabled,

and the senior otticer's official letter informs us that " she

had six feet water in the hold, when taken possession of."

Rear-Admiral Henry Hotham, writing to Sir Alexander

Cochrane, says :

" You will perceive by ibe reports Captain Hayes has delivered to nic,

the ardour displayed by Captain Hope, in the pursuit ; the intrepidity wiili

which he brought the enemy's ship to close •etion ; and the undaunted

spirit with which the Endymioa's inferior force was singly employed for

the space of two hours and a half; leaving honorable evidence of judij-

ment in the position she was placed in, and of the destructive precision of

her fire, in the sinking state of her antagonist, the heavy loss sustained by

him, and his inability to make further resistance, when the Pomone ar-

rived up with him ; while the loss and damage sustained by the Endymion

was comparatively small ; and although the dibtinguished conduct of (Jap.

tain Hope, his officers, and ship's company, can derive no additional lus-

tre from my commendation, I cannot withhold my tribute of applause."

On the 17th Jan., in a violent storm, the Endymion lost her

bowsprit and fore and main-masts ; she was also obliged to

throw overboard the whole of her carronades. In the same

gale the President carried away all her lower masts ; and,

having several shot-holes between wind and water, not

plugged up, was near foundering ; the crew exhausted at tlie

pumps, and the water gaining on them; the bowsprit remain-

ing, keeping the ship off in the trough of the sea. In this pe-

rilous situation, the prize-master. Lieutenant William Thomas

Morgan, veered out an " umbrella" with two hawsers an-cnd

on it, from forward, which immediately had the effect of

causing the ship to bow tlie sea, and enabled the crew, by

great exertion of bailing and pimiping, to keep her free.

When the umbrella had been out 8 or 10 hours, the hawser

parted] but the gale had then moderated, and the sea abated

;
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jury-masts were rigged, and tlic President was safely con-

ducted to Bermuda *.

On Captain Hope's arrival at that rendezvous, the magis-

trates, merchants, and principal inhabitants, deputed a com-

mittee to wait upon him with a complimentary address, and

to request his acceptance of a piece of plate, as a token of

their esteem : they also presented his officers with a goblet,

to " be considered as attached to the present, or any future

ship, which may bear the gallant name of* Endymion.'

"

Captain Hope's delicate treatment of Commodore Decatur

is thus acknowledged by the latter officer, in his report to the

Secretary of the American navy :

" It iH due to Captain Hope to state, that every attention has heen paid

Ity him to myself and officers that liave been placed on board his ship,

that delicacy and humanity could dictate."

The Endymion and her prize arrived at Spithcitd Mar. 28,

1815. " The President, of course, was added to the British

navy ; but her serious damages in the action, coupled with

the length of time she had been in service, prevented her from

heing of any greater utility, than that of affording to English-

men, many of whom, till then, had been the dupes of their

trans-atlantic * brethren,' ocular demonstration of the * equal

force ' by which their frigates had been captured t."

Captain Hope received a gold medal from the Admiralty,

for his gallant conduct in the above action ; was nominated a

C. B.June 4, 1815 ; and put out of commission in the month

of August following.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

THOMAS USSHER, Esq.

j1 Companion of the Most Honorable MilUary Order of the Bath,

Tins highly distinguished officer is descended from the ce-

lebrated Archbishop Ussher, Primate of Ireland ; whose an-

cestor (a Neville) was established in that country in the reign

*Thc American "umbrella " is, we believe, something similar to Captain

de Starck's contrivance for warping ships a-heud in calm weather.—See

"Naval Oattlet Revirtced," by Rcar-Admlral Ekins, C. B., pp.44 aod 3ilG,

f James, Vol. C, p. 539.
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of King John, and took the name of Ussher to perpetuate the

memory of the office he hehl near his Majesty's person. Cap-

tain Ussher 's father was a distinguished Senior Fellow of Tri-

nity College, Dublin ; first Astronomer Royal of Ireland,

promoter and member of the Royal Irish Academy, and mem-
ber of the Royal Edinburgh and many foreign Academies ^.

The subject of this memoir entered the service at an early

age, under the patronage of Colonel Burton Conyngham, un-

cle to the present Marquis ; and he first went to sea in the

Squirrel of 20 guns, commanded by Captain William O'Brien

Drury, on the Irish station.

At the commencement of the war in 1*93, the Squirrel was

sent to the coast of Guinea, where her commander resented

an insult offered to the British flag, by driving the Portuguese

governor of Prince's Island, with severe loss, from the batte-

ries defending the harbour, one mounting 22, the other 4 guns.

Returning from the bight of Benin to Ei^land, she was be-

calmed near the line; and the provisions falling very short her

officers and crew were reduced to a daily allowance of an

ounce of broad and a single glass of water.

On his arrival at Spithead, Mr. Ussher was removed into

the Inviticible 74, commanded by Captain Thomas Pakenhani,

under whom he bore a part in the battles of May 29 and

June 1, 1/04. On the former day, the Invincible fought

three sail of the line, and was twice set on fire by red-hot

shot fired from the Brutus, a 50 gun rasee; her main-top-

mast was shot away, the fore and main-masts and lower-

yards were crippled, 10 of her crew killed, and 21 wounded.

On the glorious 1st of June, she encountered le Juste of 8()

guns, sustained an additional loss of 4 men killed and iO

wounded, and was much cut up in her masts, sails, and

rigging t-

• The Usshers are related to the houses of Leiiistcr, Wellesloy, and Dnwii-

shire ; two of the family, John and Jittnes Ussher, were ooloneU in the

King's array, and lost their lives in the rcij^n of C'harles I.

t Earl llowi', observing the disabled state of the Invincible, May '-'!>,

sent the Venus and A(|nilon, fripatcs, to tow her out «ii the line ; Captnin

Pakenham, huwevi-r, told their commanders that he wanted no assistanee,
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We should here obberve, that Mr. Ussher was ill of the

measles, and at sick-quarters, when intelligence arrived of the

republican fleet being at sea towards the close of 17^3; not-

withstanding which, on hearing that Lord Howe was about to

sp.il in pursuit of the enemy, he quitted his bed, procured a

horse, and rode across the country from Dartmouth to Brix-

ham, where he arrived just in time to get on board his ship

before she left Torbay.

In the spring of 1/95, Mr. Ussher followed Captain Paken-

iiam into le Juste, which ship he had assisted in taking pos-

session of, immediately after her surrender*. We subse-

quently find him serving under the late Sir Hugh C. Christian,

K. B., in the Prince George 98, Glory second rate, and Thun-

derer /!• The disasters experienced by the fleet under that

officer's command, in Nov. and Dec. 1/95, have been noticed

at p. 296 e< Aey. of this volume : the midshipman alluded to

in the note respecting Sir Ralph Abercromby, was Mr. Thomas

Ussher.

At that period our young oflicer was entrusted with the

charge of all the chronometers, and he consequently quitted the

Thunderer when Sir Hugh Christian removed into IheAstrea.

On arriving within a day's sail of Barbadoes, the dead-

reckoning being upwards of 200 miles a-head of the time-

keepers and lunar observations, Sir Hugh was advised by the

Captain o^ the Astrea not to run during the night ; but instead

of attending to that officer's reeonmiendation, he sent for Mr.

Ussher, examined his calculations, and being convinced of

their correctness, continued under the same sail until seven

o'clock next morning, when the land was made within five

m 1
'

I

except aa many wads tiiid shot-plii^rg an thoy cuuld spuiyi ; and then desired

them to " gonnd tow Ciiptuin Molluy into, the line!''

• See Vol. I., Part II., p. 643. N.B. Le Juste was saved from destruc-

tion by the presence of mind and promptitude of Lieutenant Blackwood,

vvliosc first measure was to secure the ina^razine, towards which he disco-

vered the French captain crawling', although desperately wounded, witli a

lighted match in bis hand, determined to involve all on board in one general

mill, 'i'his circun.stance was not made known to us until after the publica-

tion of otir first volume.
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minut'cs of the time computed by Mr. Ussher. On approach-

ing Carlisle bay, the expedition under Sir John Laforey was

seen under weigh !

Previous to the commencement of active operations against

St. Lucia, Mr. Ussher, then only in the fifth year of his pro-

bationary term, was appointed acting Lieutenant of the Mi-

notaur 74 ; '"ifl during the siege of that island we find him

commanding a party of seamen, attached lo the army un-

der Sir Ralph Abercroraby ; whose acknowledgment of the

services performed by the navy will be found in our memoir

of Admiral George Bowen : an extract to the same effect,

taken from Sir Hugh Christian's despatches, is given at p.

140 of Vol. IL Part L
After the reduction of St. Lucia, Mr. Ussher was appointed

acting Lieutenant of the Pelican brig, in which vessel he was

serving when she engaged and beat off the Medee, French

frigate, mounting 40 guns, with a complement of 300 men *.

On the day subsequent to that brilliant action, Mr. Ussher

was taken prisoner in the army-victualler which had boon

recaptured by the Pelican ; but we shortly afterwards find

him regaining his liberty, and, in the following year, assisting

at the destruction of le Trompeur, French privateer brig, of

16 guns and 160 men and boys. This latter service was

performed by the Pelican, off Cape Nichola Mole, Sept. 17,

1797 '• tlie enemy came down with great confidence to attack

the British sloop, and maintained a warm action from 8-45

until 9-20 A. M., when he made sail and endeavoured to get

away ; but Lieutenant Thomas White, acting commander of

the Pelican, lost no time in repairing his running rigging,

which had been very much cut, and succeeded in again get-

ting alongside of his opponent about a quarter before ono

o'clock, when the combat was renewed with much spirit on

both sides, the French captain fighting his brig with the most

determined bravery, and constantly exposing himself by stand-

ing on the hammocks, directing and exhorting his crew.

• See Vol. I. p. 728 et seg. N. B. Mr. James has since admitted tlial

the M^d^e was nrme<l and manned as above stated—also tliut she had 33

men killed and wounded. See his flrat vol., 2d edit., pp. 511 and 512.
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This second action continued for 25 minutes, during which

time the yards of the two brigs were locked, and their ports

nearly in one *. At I - 10 P. M., or thereabout, le Trompeur

blew up abaft, and in five minutes more she went down by

the head : the Pelican's boats were immediately hoisted out,

but only 60 of the gallant Frenchmen could be saved. Mr.

Ussher, however, had the satisfaction of rescuing the heroic

captain, who smilingly, and with great sangfroid said, when
presented to Lieutenant White, " Ah ! Monsieur^ le Trom-
peur a etc Men trompe." The loss sustained by the Pelican

on this occasion, was only one man killed and nine persons

wounded f.
*

On the 2d April, 1798, Lieutenant Ussher was sent with

two boats, containing 14 men, to look into the different creeks

about Cumberland harbour and St. Jago de Cuba, in search of

a privateer which had committed great depredations on the

coast of Jamaica. On the 4th, the boats' crews being much
fatigued, he landed in a sandy bay near the latter port, recon-

noitred a wood by which it was skirted, and placed a centinel

on a commanding height, as well to prevent surprise as to

report any vessel that might be seen approaching. His other

men, with the exception of a boat-keeper, then lay down on

the beach to take some rest, but were suddenly roused by a

volley of musketry from 60 or JO soldiers, who rushed for-

ward with fixed bayonets, and seemed determined to give no

quarter. The innate courage of British sailors never appeared

more conspicuous than in the desperate conflict that now took

place :—every inch of ground was fought to the water's edge,

our gallant fellows knocking down many of the Spaniards

with their fists, which the latter seemed to dread as much as

they did the cutlass.

On arriving at the sea-side, the enemy began to drag the

• A carronade poiiitod by Mr. Usslier, at the muzzle of one of le Trom-

peur'8 Runs, blew the latter from its carriage, and capsized it <lo\vn the

main-hatchway.

t Mr. James haa been misinformcil as to the force of le Trompeur : he

(ici'cribcs her as a brig " of 12 lon^^ French G-poundcrs, and 7^ nieu and

Ixtys." See Xac. Hist, 2d edit. Vol. II. p. i2y.

sirppi.. P.AUT I. V

', '1
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boats into the surf, and they sudceeded in swamping one ; but,

fortunately, the man in charge of them had the presence

of mind to cut the painter of the other, which was scarcely

accomplished when a musket-ball knocked the knife out of his

hand, and cut off two of his fingers. Having gained the boat

thus preserved. Lieutenant Ussher fired a swivel loaded with

200 musket-balls into the midst of the Spaniards, his men at

the same time giving three cheers. This had a most desirable

effect : the enemy fled back to their wood with the utmost

speed, and the badly-wounded British were thereby enabled

to re-embark without any further molestation. One of these

poor men was bayoneted in the eye, after dealing a heavy

blow with his fist ; and he appears to have been supported in

the surf by Lieutenant Ussher until they reached the boat.

The loss sustained on this occasion was 2 killed, 6 severely,

and 4, including the Lieutenart, slightly wounded*. The

survivors had the good fortune to be picked up by the Pelican,

at ten o'clock that night.

On the following day, the Pelican chased a French priva-

teer schooner, mounting 7 guns, into the river Augusta, near

Cumberland harbour. Lieutenant Ussher instantly volunteered

to attack her ; but his commander f, wishing first to recon-

noitre the enemy's position, sent only two boats, containing

19 men, for the latter purpose. On opening the mouth of the

river, the schooner was seen lying across the stream, her bow

apparently aground, and a large proportion of her crew on

shore, at such a distance as to give Lieutenant Ussher every

hope of reaching the vessel before them, or at all events of

deciding her fate by attacking them. He therefore instantly

landed ; but notwithstanding the celerity of his movements,

the enemy were enabled to get on board and haul her into

mid-channel, by means of hawseri already laid out to some

trees on the opposite bank. When hailed to surrender, they

discharged a broadside ; and an attempt to board the schooner,

under cover of the smoke, proved unsuccessful, owing to the

depth of water. Lieutenant Ussher now ordered the best

• • The bodies of the slain were brought off and buried in the deep,

i* Captain Chri8to|>her Larochc.
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marksmen to fire at such of the enemy as were employed

loading their great guns ; but unfortunately the three most

expert were successively killed, one of whom, the cox-

swain of Lieutenant Ussher's boat, was aiming at the match-

man of a long 18-pounder when it went off, sending a shot

against his chest, which mangled him most dreadfully. Think-

ing it probable that the Pelican, on hearing the report of the

schooner's guns, would either run into the river or send him a

reinforcement, Lieutenant Ussher still continued the unequal

contest ; the eagerness of the enemy to keep people aloft,

from whence they could look over the land and watch her

motions, confirmed him in that opinion, and kept alive his

hopes of final success. No assistance, however, arrived : the

enemy fired with greater confidence after the fall of the

coxswain, &c., by whom their look-out men had been picked

ofi^, one after the other, as fast as they ascended the rig-

ging. At length. Lieutenant Ussher received a dangerous

wound, when in the act of taking a pricker from the serjeant

of marines, his own musket having just before missed fire.

Both fell together—himself shot in the right thigh, and the

Serjeant with tlie loss of his left leg. Supposing that his own
wound was mortal, as a great quantity of blood flowed from

it, our gallant officer then directed the master of the PeKcany

Mr. Henry M*Cleverty, to retire vi^ith the rest of the party, and

to leave him there, as he would not retard their retreat by allow-

ing them to carry him off. He shortly afterwards fainted from

loss of blood, and did not recover his senses until the French

surgeon began to probe the wound. By that individual, him-

self and his wounded companions were treated with the utmost

tenderness ; and it is but justice to the captain of the priva-

teer to say, that he likewise did every thing in his power to

alleviate their sufferings. To Lieutenant Ussher he gave up the

whole of his cabin, allowing no one but the surgeon to enter

it: to the men that survived he shewed the most delicate

attention ; and to the slain he paid every mark of respect that

could possibly have been expected from a brave and generous

enemy. We very much regret that it is not in our power

to place upon record the name of so magnanimous a fellow

;
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that of his vessel was le Moulin a Caf^ : his crew consisted

of 83 men.

Lieutenant Ussher was obliged to use crutches for several

months after his return to the Pelican ; and his wound had

not healed when he volunteered to attack another privateer

schooner, lying in Artibonite river, at the west end of St. Do-

mingo *. This enterprise was undertaken in Jan. 1799. The

force intended to be employed consisted of 50 men, placed on

board a detained merchant schooner; but as the wind was

blowing down the river, and the attacking vessel would con-

sequently be too much exposed to the enemy's fire in working

up, Lieutenant Ussher determined on making the attempt in

the l^elican's cutter alone. Twelve fine fellows instantly vo-

lunteered to accompany him, and with that small number he

proceeded to the attack. The privateer had not less than 70

men, part of whom were strongly posted behind trees ; not-

withstanding which immense superiority, he boarded, carried,

and, as she was fast aground, destroyed her. She proved to

be la Trompeuse, mounting 5 guns, and commanded by the

same person who had so nobly fought the Pelican in Sept. 1 797,

but who was not on board his new vessel to defend her with

equal gallantry. The loss sustained by each party on this

occasion was comparatively trifling.

Whilst serving as a Lieutenant of the Pelican, Mr. Ussher

was engaged in more than twenty boat attacks, the whole of

which were conducted by him with the same zeal and gallantry

as those enterprises were which we have been describing. In

May, 1799, he was appointed third of the Trent frigate, com-

manded by Captain Robert Waller Otway, an officer likewise

distinguished for his active services and very daring exploits.

On the 7th of the following month. Lieutenant Ussher

volunteered his services to attack a schooner and a felucca,

lying in Aguada bay, at the N.W. end of Porto Rico, which

anchorage was protected by two batteries, one of six and the

other of four 24-pounder8. The barge and a cutter were ac-

cordingly placed under his orders, the latter boat commanded

* See Captun Hamiitead's letter to the Admiralty, at p. 329.
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by his old fighting companion, Mr. M^Cleverty, then serving

as master of the Trent.

The enemy's vessels having hauled in under the G-gun bat-

tery, and being evidently prepared for resistance, great cau-

tion and profound silence were absolutely necessary. At 1

1

P. M., the boats shoved oflF, with their oars well muffled ; and

Lieutenant Ussher had scarcely proceeded 600 yards when he

fell in with and secured a canoe, which had been sent out for

the purpose of rowing guard and giving timely alarm, an at-

tack being fully expected.

On approaching the shore. Lieutenant Ussher ordered Mr.

M'Cleverty to remain out of gun-shot until he observed firing,

as it was his intention to board the schooner singly, which, in

the event of any severe loss, would enable the cutter to give

him more efficient aid.

About 2 A. M. the schooner was perceived lying under the

muzzles of the guns in the largest battery ; and her crew being

all asleep on the quarter-deck, she vn\s soon afterwards si-

lently boarded on the bow, from whence Lieutenant Ussher

and his men walked aft without their shoes, and kneeling

down with the points of their swords against the breasts of

the Spaniards, threatened them with instant deatii if they

gave the least alarm.

A hawser fast on deck, and another at the mast-head, were

then successively cut; the schooner swung with her stern to

the battery, and a well-directed fire instantaneously swept her

deck, killing and wounding almosteveryone of the barge's crew.

Several of the prisoners were also wounded by a 24-pound

shot entering the cabin, to which place they had retreated.

Finding the schooner still fast, a diver, who fortunately had

escaped, went down and cut a rope which he found attached

to the heel of the rudder. At this critical moment, Mr.

M'Cleverty came up and took the prize in tow : a light air off

the land aided him very greatly, and he soon gained an offing.

When out of range. Lieutenant Ussher left the schooner and

barge in his charge, returning himself in the cutter to Aguada

bay, from whence he brought out the felucca without any

additional loss.

'^^M

4
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The Trent subsequently proceeded towards the Spanish

Main ; and on the 7th July, 1799, being then about 14 or 15

leagues to the northward of Laguira, Captain Otway received

information that the Herniione frigate, whose crew had mur-

dered their captain and most of the officers *, was lying in

that port, under the protection of several heavy batteries.

Having long most anxiously sought to discover the place of

her retreat, that brave and enterprising officer immediately

determined on making an attempt to restore her to the British

navy. ,..
,

.' ..

For this purpose the barge and cutter were again manned
with volunteers, and again placed under the command of

Lieutenant Ussher, assisted by Mr. M*Cleverty ; Captain Ot-

way accompanying the former officer as a volunteerj which

appears to have been his general practice, whenever the ser-

vice to be performed by boats was considered particularly

dangerous, and the situation of his ship did not render it un-

safe for him to leave her. . :

At midnight, after a fatiguing row of eleven hours, the

barge got sight of a light on shore j and shortly afterwards

she fell in with a fishing vessel, from which a pilot was pro-

cured. At 1 A.M. (July 8), both boats entered the harbour

with their oars muffled, and pulled in every direction without

being discovered, although it was then a perfect calm, and

not a sound could be heard in any part of the anchorage.

Severe was the disappointment of every officer and man when

they ascertained that the Hermione was not there. The fact

is, that she had sailed only a few days before for Porto Ca-

bello, where she was afterwards captured in the manner de-

scribed at p. 824 of our first volume. < .
!. , •

. .

Returning from the inner part of the harbour, the mortified

party perceived a long low ship, which the pilot described as a

corvette lately arrived from Spain : the cutter was immediately

directed to pull for her larboard bow, and the barge to board

her on the larboard gangway. The use of fire-arms on this,

as on all similar occasions, was strictly forbidden by a stand-

ing order of Captain Otway's.

• See Brentou's Nov. Hist. Vol. II. pp.435—437.
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Hearing thebarge come alongBide^ the Spaniards rushed up-

on deck, and defended themselves with great resolution ; but

nothing could withstand the impetuosity of the British sea-

men, several of whom broke their cutlasses in dealing out

powerful blows :—it is scarcely necessary to add that the ship

was soon carried, and in a style that left no doubt as to what
would have been the result had they found the real object of

their visit to Laguira.

By this time the alarm was given on shore, drums were

beating in every direction, and lights seen in all the batteries.

Scarcely was the cable cut, and the prize taken in tow, when
the fire of nearly 100 guns was opened upon her ; but as the

smoke did not rise, the enemy were prevented from taking

good aim, and by break of day she was so far out that their

shot could no longer reach her.

The Trent was now eagerly looked for by the exhausted

boats' crews, but she was no where to be seen. As the sun

rose, and cleared away the haze, a formidable flotilla of gun-

boats was discovered coming out. To contend against such a

superior force in broad day -light would have been madness
j

to carry off the prize without fighting was totally impossible,

there being no wind, and the Trent's fine fellows having

scarcely strength enough left to keep the tow-rope taut. Cap-

tain Otway therefore recommended Lieutenant Ussher, who
had taken charge of the ship, to place double centinels over

the prisoners, to point two ofthe guns (Spanish 12-pounders),

treble-shotted, down the main-hatchway, and upon the arrival

of the flotilla within grape-range to fire them through her

bottom. This advice was strictly followed : Lieutenant Ussher

and his men retreated into the barge j the Spaniards left their

place of confinement, mounted the rigging, and shewed by

their signals and gestures the sinking state of the ship,

thereby drawing off the attention of the headmost gun-boats,

which had already commenced firing grape at the British, who
were thus enabled to effect their escape without further an-

noyance, although they did not fall in with the Trent for

many hours afterwards.

We next find Lieutenant Ussher and Mr. M'Clcverty bring-

^s
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ing off a feluccawhich theyhad discovered lying aground under

a small battery on the north side of Porto Rico. On this occa-

sion the Trent's barge was opposed by a body of cavalry, and

actually attacked by numerous troopers, who rode into the

sea and behaved in a very creditable manner until the launch

rounded an intervening point of land, and commenced firing

upon them with grape, canister, and musketry, when they

scampered off in the greatest confusion, many of the horses

throwing their riders, to the great amusement of every Briton

present.

Lieutenant Ussher continued in the Trent until her return

to England with the flag of Sir Hyde Parker *, when, being

threatened with locked jaw, and suffering severely in other

respects from his various wounds, he was obliged to retire for

a time from active service, and thereby lost the fairest chance

of promotion. Whilst on shore he was surveyed by the col-

lege of surgeons; but, although they reported that his wounds

were equal to the loss of a limb, and the following warm let-

ter was written in support of his claims, he did not obtain a

pension until Dec. 1814 :

" Great Cumberland Place, Oct. 1, 1801.

" Sir,—Lieutenant Ussher, a most gallant and deserving officer, serving

under ray command in the West Indies, having acquainted me, that there

is a stop put for the present to a pension intended to be granted him for

his wounds, for want of Captain Laroche's letter of the action in which he

was wounded, I herewith have the honor to enclose a copy of Captain La-

roche's letter, and as Lieutenant Ussher was, whilst in the West Indies,

ever distinguished for his gallant conduct in cutting vessels out of the ene-

my's harbours and attacking batteries, and most warmly recommended tu

me by every Captain under whom he served, I beg leave in justice to his

merits not only to recommend him for a pension, but for any mark of fa-

vor their Lordships may think proper to bestow on him. I am, &c.

>^ (Signed) "Hyde Pabeer."
** To Evan Nepean, Enqr

The letter referred to in the note at p. 324 was worded as

follows

:

" London, Feb. 27th, 1802.

" Sir,—Having heard that the pension intended to have been granted to

Lieutenant Thomas Ussher, for a severe wound he received in an action

with the enemy (when Captain Laroche commanded the Pelican while I

• See Vol. L Part n. p. 697.
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was sick at Janmica) ia withheld ; I be^ yon vviil be pleased to infoi-m the
'

Lords CommissioDcra of the Admiralty, that when I rejoined the Pelican,

Lieutenant Ussher did his duty on board, although his wound was open and

very troublesome ; and I afterwards sent him on a similar service (to that

on which he received his wound) in the boats of the Pelican, in the bight of

Leogone, when he shewed his usual gallantry, and destroyed the French

privateer.—I therefore beef leave to recommend his case to their Lordshipa,

as that of a brave and deserving officer. I have the honor to be. Sir, &c.

(Signed) " J. Hamstkad."
" Evan Nepean, Esq."

Contrary to the advice of his physicians, Lieutenant Ussher

again solicited employment, in June 1801, and was imme-

diately appointed to the Nox cutter ; in which vessel he ap-

pears to have been employed attending upon the royal family

during their usual visit to Weymouth ; but although flattered

with a promise of speedy advancement at that period, he had

the mortification to be passed over when a very extensive pro-

motion took place, in April 1802. His subsequent appoint-

ments were, Oct. 1803, to the Joseph cutter j and April

1804, to the Colpoys brig j the latter vessel mounting 14

twelve-pounder carronades, with a complement of 40 men.

In Oct. 1804, Captain Peter Puget, of the Foudroyunt 80,

prepared a plan for the destruction of the Brest fleet, in the

performance of which service he was to have been seconded by

Lieutenant Ussher ; but to their great chagrin the enterprise

was abandoned through some misunderstanding, only two

days before the time appointed for putting it into execution.

The following copy of a letter from Captain Puget will shew
what confidence he reposed in his intended companion

:

" Foudroyant, Cawsand Bay, Nov. 3, 1804.

" My dear Sir,—I beg leave to add my testimony to the many already

in your possession, of your services, and how much I felt obliged for the

readiness with which you came forward when I suggested to you the plaa

for destroying the enemy's fleet in Brest by fire-vessels. Had that plan

been put into execution, you were to have followed in the next brig to me;
and as I should have led in, I felt assured of extensive success with such

support.

" I have likewise to acknowledge the assistance I received from you ia

reconnoitring the enemy's fleet, during the time that plan was in contem-

plation ; and nothing I assure yuu would afford me more heartfelt gratifica-

tiou than hearing of your promotion, on which I hope very shortly to con-

t'
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gratulate you. I have taken the liberty of writiug to Lord Melville on this

subject. Believe rae to be, my dear Sir, your sincere friend.

(Signed) " Petek Puoet."
" To Lieut. Thomas Uasher."

Injustice to the other officers who were to have been em-

ployed on the same hazardous service, we shall here insert w

copy of Captain Puget's letter, recommending them to the

favorable notice of the Admiralty.

" My Lord,—As the plan for attempting to destroy the enemy's fleet in

Brest appears for the present abandoned, I think it my duty to state to

your Lordship the readiness with which the following officers volunteered

their services on that occasion—Lieutenants Graves, Ussher, Milne, and

Mends ; and though their expectations were a little damped from the cir*

cumstance of my being deprived of the principal command, yet even hold-

ing a secondary situation, these officers did not shrink from their original

offer, but came forward still, under my auspices, to execute that service.

" The unwearied diligence they bestowed in every stage of that under-

taking, and their anxiety to execute it with honor and credit to themselves,

deserve every recommendation I can give them, not exactly on that ac-

count, but for the secrecy they observed. I feel fully convinced, had it

been our good fortune to have conducted that enterprise, these officers

would have merited your Lordship's countenance and protection : as it is,

I think it but common justice to mention their spirit and alacrity. I have

the honor to be, &c. (Signed) " Peter Puoet."

" To the Right Hon. discount Melville, ^c. fyc. f^c"

ANSWKU. •

,

.•'.Mi' .- .
'

«• y/(//««V«%, A^tftf. 26, 1804.

" Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and I have

much satisfaction in observing ihe favorable testimony which you bear to

the zeal of Lieutenants Graves, Ussher, Milne, and Mends, in their volun-

tary offer to accompany you on a particular service, and to their diligence

and discretion during the whole period that the execution of the project

was in contemplation.

" For the zeal which you yourself manifested in suggesting this project,

and for the ability witluwhich you appear to have diirestcd and detailed the

means of carrying it into effect, you are fully entitled to, and have my en-

tire approbation. I am, &c.

(Signed) " Melville."
• To Captain Paget, R. N."

From a memorial 8iib8e<|uently presented to the Admiralty

by Captain Pnget, wt find that it was originally intended to
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place twelve fire-briga at his disposal j but that their Lord-

ships were of opinion that Captain Charles Brisbane should

conduct the contemplated enterprise^ as he had sugges-

ted a similar plan of attack when commanding the Doris

frigate, in 1801 j that this new arrangement was not made

known to Captain Pugettill after the first division of the fire-

vessels had joined the Channel fleet, and that the cause of the

undertaking being ultimately abandoned was never communi-

cated to him. The assistance which he acknowledges having

received from Lieutenant Ussher ** in reconnoitring the ene-

my's fleet," was greater than his letter ofNov. 3, 1804, seems

to imply ; the zealous commander of the Colpoys having ac-

tually entered Brest harbour in a 4-oared gig, rowed along the

whole French line, consisting of twenty-one sail, and thereby

obtained a knowledge of the enemy's exact force.

This very hazardous service was performed during a sharp

frosty night; and Lieutenant Ussher was not discovered until

he arrived abreast of the Admiral's ship, when three bouts

were immediately despatched in pursuit of him. On his

clearing the Goulette passage, the boats of eleven gun-brigs

lying in Camerct bay, and which advanced squadron he had

previously rowed around, joined in the chase ; but although

closely pressed, he effected his retreat without loss, and was

thus enabled to give Admiral Cornwallis the informatic^n that

that veteran ofticer had long been anxious to obtain, as also to

explain to Captain Puget the exact position of the French

commander-in-chief, and the force under his orders.

Another dashing service performed by Lieutenant Ussher

about the same period is equally deserving of notice.

Ever anxions to add to his professional reputation, he landed

at midnight with only G men, surprised a signal post situated

not more than 200 yards from Bertheaume castle, obtained

possession of the enemy's private signals, locked the guard up

in a room, and brought off their commanding oflicer.

Lieutenant Ussher was subsequently sent to cruise on the

north coast of Spain, where he destroyed many of the ene-

my's trading vessels. In Mar. 1800, we find him addressing

an official letter to Earl St. Vincent, of which the following is

a copy : t

t
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" My Lord,—I have the honor to acquaint your lordship, that, cruis-

iiif; in H. M . hrig Colpoys under my command, agreeably to the orders of

Admiral Cornwallis, on the 21st of this month we chased three Spanhli

luggers into the port of A villas; and as we ha<l a fine commanding breeze,

I determined on following' tiiem in, notwithstandins^ the fire of a six-gun

battery, under ivhich they ran, but which I considered the Colpoys as com-

petent to silence. For this purpose we prep^ired for anchoring with springs;

but on arriving within range of the enemy's guns, and before our curron-

ades could be worked with effect, the wind died away. To draw the fire

from the brig, and in order to lose no time in effecting my object, the two

boats were immediately manned with volunteers, and, after pushing through

a heavy fire of grape froiu the battery, and the musketry of a party of sol-

diers, which had been sent on board the vessels to defend them, I succeed-

ed with 6 men, in the headmost boat, in boarding aud carrying them, the

enemy jumping over one side as we entered on the other ; 13 of them fell

into our hands : the 8eL*ond boat, which pulled heavy, came up afterwards,

and we succeeded in bringing them off.

" Notwithstanding the heavy fire of the enemy's battery of 24-pounders,

two men only received any hurt ; one of them, I am sorry to add, a dan-

gerous wound, though, I hope, not mortal.

" I have felt it a duty I owe to the steady courage and penicvcrancc of

the master, mates, and crew of the Colpoys, to detail to your lordship the

rircumstances of this little enterprise, as they have uniformly shown t!

same determination in my support in other affairs the Colpoys has b- • ::

engaged in since I have had the honor to command them. I annex, in ':

margin, for your lordship's information, the names of the captured vessels .

X have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " Thouas Ussher."

On this occasion, the enemy's armerl vessels fired round and

grape at Lieutenant Ussher's boat until he got within a few

yards of the outermost, when she loaded her guns with mus-

ket-balls, by which the above-mentioned men were wounded.

As 3oon as that vessel was secured Lieutenant Ussher made

two of the prisoners jump overboard and swim on shore, di-

recting them to tell the officer commanding the battery that

if another gun was fired he would hang up the eleven Spa-

niards remaining in his possession. This menace had the de-

sired effect, and the other ^'cssels were taken possession of

without further opposition ; the one in ballast was given up

to the prisoners.

* Two of the prizes were laden with flax and steel, and each of them

mounted two guns: the third was in bnllast.
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On the 19th April following, the Colpoys then cruising be-

tween the Glcnans and I'Orient, in company with the Attack

gun-brig, Lieutenant Ussher perceived two chasse-marees at

the entrance of the river Douillau, which veKsela soon quitted

their anchorage and ran up the river. Finding it necessary

to silence a battery of 2 long 12-pounders before the boats

could get to them, he landed with 12 men from each brig,

and, after a short skirmish, got possession of, and nailed up

the guns : he then brought the vessels down the river, and

destroyed the signal post at Douillan, accomplishing the

whole of this daring service without the slightest loss, or any

material damage.

We next find Lieutenant Ussher volunteering to cut out a

French frigate, lying at St. Sebastian, for which purpose the

Haughty gun-brig and Frisk cutter were placed under his

orders : contrary winds, however, prevented him from arriv-

ing off that place in time to make the attempt, the enemy's

';hip having sailed two days before he got there.

From thence Lieutenant Ussher's little squadron, reinforced

by the Felix schooner, proceeded along the north coast of

Spain, and destroyed several batteries at St. Antonio, Avillas,

Bermeo, and Hea. His proceedings at the latter place are

tiius described by him in an official letter to Earl St. Vincent,

dated Aug. 6, 18()6 :

" On the 28tli ult., standing along shore to reconnoitre the small

harltours to the westward of St. Sebastian, with the Frisk, Haughty, and

Felix in company, I saw some vessels lying at Hea : the wind l>eing favor-

ul)lc for bringing them out, the boats were manned with volunteers, and I

went in accompanied by Lieutenants Bourne and Norton, and sub-Lieute-

nant Mitchell, of the Felix. Upon arriving within 200 yards of the town,

and at the entrance of a narrow river leading to it, the tnemy commenced
firing grape and musketry from a battery on our left, and another at the

town which enfiladed the river. Fmding that they were so well prepared,

I judged it necessary to attack the town instantly, and for that purpose I

directed the boats to pull up in a line a-hcad to the battery in front, of

which and the town we soon had possession (our men having pushed

through between the guns and the sides of the embrasures, this being the

only entrunce I could And) ; we afterwards attacked the l>attery wc had

pasRed on our left, rolled the guns over a precipice into the sea, and de-

stroyed the magazine : the vessels being in ballast, and drawn up on the
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beach, we did all niir means would admit of to render them unserviceable.

I atn sorry to acquaint your lordship, that, in the performance of this ser-

vice. Lieutenant Bourne received a severe blow that broke a rib ; one of his

men, also, was dangerously wounded ; which, with two more of the party

slightly wounded, was the extent of our loss. I fear the enemy suffered

very much, in consequence of the provoking manner they continued to as-

sail us from the tops of their houses, after we had possession of the town,

although otir men behaved in the most orderly manner, not attempting to

commit the smallest plunder. I cannot conclude my letter without ac-

knowledging the support I received from Lieutenants Bourne and Norton

(of the Felix and Frisk •), Lieutenant Bourne continuing to exert himself,

though suffering great pain ; and I have much pleasure in acquainting your

lordship that the other officers and men behaved with coolness, determina-

tion, and the greatest humanity."

Hca is situated in a deep ravine, and the river leading to it

is so narrow that two boats cannot row up abreast. Lieute-

nant Ubsher endeavoured to effect a landing before he arrived

at the battery in front of the town, but found it impossible to

mount the rocks, which were inaccessible at both sides. Him-

self and the boatswain of the Colpoys were the two first that

sprang through the embrasures ; and the former appears to

have had a very narrow escape when pursuing the enemy

from the battery into tlie town, his pistol having missed fire

when presented at a Spaniard whose bayonet was already

touching his breast, but who appeared paralysed at the sight

of fire-arms, and remained motionless until he was cut down

by a British sailor.

The cause of Lieutenant Ussher giving up the command of

the Colpoys, by which his promotion was probably delayed,

will be seen by the following official testimonial

:

" This is to certify, that immediately after taking the town and batteries

ofHea, on the coast of Spain, last July, I was requested by Lieutenant

Ussher, of the Colpoys, to attend him in consequence of a wound he had

received on a former occasion in his right thigh ; the wound having broken

out afresh, occasioned, as I learned, by the violent exertion and excessive

fatigue he encountered in effecting the destruction of the batteries at the

above-mentioned place.

" And I do further certify, that during the time the Colpoys remained in

company with the Felix, I had frcqueut opportunities of seeing Lieutenant

Tlio Haughty was commanded by Lieutenant J(din Mitchell.
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Ussher, and that from the period above alluded to, I marked a progressive

decline in his general health, and an alarming afTection of his nervous sys-

tem, evidently proceeding from the unfavorahle symptoms of his wound.
" Given under my hand on board his Majesty's schooner Felix,

this 11th October, 180G.

(Signed) "George F.Clark, Surgeon."

About the .same period. Lieutenant Usshcr received the fol-

lowing gratifying letters from three of the most distinguished

officers in the British navy

:

"Hibernia, in the Tngus, 13 Sept. 1806.

" Sir,—Be assured that I sincerely lament your retiring from the com-

mand of the Colpoys, on the public account, and much more on your own

;

Itut though no longer under my command, you are not out of my recollec-

tion, and I have enclosed your letter to the Admiralty, with as strong a re-

commendation as I could pea. With the most sincere good wishes for its

success, I am. Sir, very much your humble servant.

(Signed) St. Vincent."
" To Lieutenant Ussher."

" Newlands, Oct. 1, 180G.

" Dear Ussher,—I have, I am sure, at all times been most ready to ex-

press, not only my approbation of your conduct, but that I thought your

daring exploits and uncommon zeal in the service, whilst under my com-

mand, deserved promotion. The only way in my situation to have shewn

my sense of your good conduct was to have taken you on board the Villc

dc Paris, which I could not do because it would have put you out of the

way of further distinguishing yourself, and as I then thought, and it has

since been proved, would not have helped your promotion. I am, dear

Ussher, your obedient and faithful servant,

(Signed) ** W. Cornwallis."

•• October 9, 1806.

" Dear Sir,—I am this moment favored with your letter, and it is with

)(rcat pleasure I congratulate you on your recovery from your late indispo-

sition, and the prospect you have of promotion, to which your gallant and

active services have so long given you the fairest claims.

" I do assure you I never lost an onportunity of reporting your merito-

rious services to our brave and honorable commander-in-chief, whose letter

I return to you, as it is so creditable to you both, and I doubt not you va-

lue the good opinion of such an officer more than a Post-Captain's com-

mission, which I wish it was in my power to confer on you, as I know none

more deserving of it ; therefore I need not add the pleasure I shall have in

hearing of your promotion, for which you have my best and most unfeigned

i;[Ofld wishes.

" Rheumatism and low fever still confine me to this place, which is the

'iV-t

: I

»»',



336 POST-CAPTAINS OP 1806.

more painful, as every moment spent on shore, at the present situation of

pulilic affairs, is worse than death. I am^ my dear Sir, with great truth,

your most faithful humble servant,

(Signed) " Thomas Graves."
" To Lieutenant Ussher, R. N.
" P. S. You may make use of me in any way I can further your promo-

tion •••••• *."

Tliese letters, together with many others of a similar nature,

were forwarded to the Admiralty by Lieutenant Ussher, who

immediately received a complimentary epistle from the first

lord, of which the following is a copy

;

"October, 13, 1806,

" Sir,*—The testimonials which you have enclosed to me from Earl St.

Vincent and other officers high in the service, are naturally so valuable to

you that I do not delay to return them ; they mark such an honorable

course of service that I am happy to take an early opportunity of promoting

yon : it is my intention to appoint you to the command of a sloop, which

will be ready to receive men in a few days. I have the honor to be, Sir,

your faithful and obedient servant,

(Signed) "Thomas Grenville."
" To Lieutenant Ussher:'

^

The sloop alluded to by Mr. Grenville was the Redwing

of 18 guns, fitting for the Mediterranean station. The Com-

mittee of the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's had previously voted

Lieutenant Ussher a sword value 60/. for his very gallant

conduct at Avillas ; and the crew of the Colpoys, also, re-

quested his acceptance of a handsome sabre, *' as a token of

their respect and esteem."

During the time that Captain Ussher commanded the Red-

wing, he was principally employed protecting our trade from

the depredations of the Spanish gun-boats and privateers in

the vicinity of Gibraltar, on which station he gave many addi-

tional proofs of his skill and intrepidity.

In Mar. 1807, Captain Ussher joined Lord Collingwood oflf

Cadiz, and was ordered by him to convoy a fleet of merchant-

men through the Straits. When passing Taiiffa, the enemy's

flotilla came out; and as the Redwing was painted like a Por-

tuguese merchantman, for the purpose of deception, her com-

mander succeeded in decoying them within range of his car-

rpnndcs, the fire of wluch was no sooner opened than they
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fled with precipitation, seeking protection under their land

batteries.

On the 20th April following, being then at Gibraltar, and

observing a division of Spanish gun-boats coming round Ca-

britta point, with a merchant brig in tow, Captain Ussher ob-

tained permission to slip his cable and go in pursuit of the

enemy, but with private directions " not to risk too much."

His proceedings are thus detailed in an official letter addressed

to Captain Edward Buller, the senior officer at that an-

chorage :

" H. M. brig Redwing; Gibraltar, April 21, 18(>7.

" Sir,—In obedii' . to your desire that I should state to you my> pro-

ceedings yesterday inoming, I beg leave to acquaint you that I lost no time

in closing with the enemy's gun-boats, with the hope of forcing them to

abandon the brig they had captured, and which proved to be an American

;

but from the light airs, and though every exertion was used in towing by

tlie boats you sent me *, I could not so far succeed until they were un-

der the protection of their batteries. At that moment, a light breeze

springing up, I ordered the boats to keep outiiide, as we were considerably

within the range of shot, and I opened the fire from my long guns upon

the gun-boats, which appeared to give way ; but before I could close for

ray carronades to do execution the wind died totally away, and I was ex-

posed to so heavy a fire from the batteries, that I deemed it no longer ad-

visable to continue the attack; and by the assistance of the boats and my
sweeps, I was enal)led to get soon out of the reach of their guns f.

" I cannot conclude my letter without mentioning the support I received

from Lieutenants Ferguson and Webster, Mr. Davis the master, and Mr.

Horniman, the purser (who volunteered his services on deck) ; and I

never saw greater steadiness shewn than by every officer and man, though

opposed to so unequal a fire. I annex for your information a list of the

killed and wounded %. I remain, &c.

(Signed) " T. Ussher."

During this action, the Redwing was struck by a red-hot shot

from the shore, which blew up a salt-box full of powder, tore

away the grating over the gun-room skylight, and set fire to

W

m
(

• Those of the Malta 80, Niger frigate, and Eclair brig ; also a gun-boat,

manned by the former ship.

t Captain Ussher had previously been recalled by the i^enior officer ; but

he did not obey the signal until the gun-boats got under the batteries, and

tlicir prize into Algeziras.

3 killed, 4 wounded.

SirpPL. PART I. a
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the tarpauling that covered it, pieces of which were observed

descending into the magazine passage, when Captain Ussher

promptly jumped down and hailed the gunner instantly to

shut the door of the magazine, which was of necessity kept

closed for a considerable time, as the only means of saving the

brig from destruction.

About two hours after the above affair. Captains BuUer and

Ussher rode out on the neutral ground between Gibraltar and

St. Roque, and were invited by General O'Reilly, command-

ing at the Spanish lines, to take some refreshments. Whilst

doing so, the General proposed to drink to the health of the

gallant officer who had so distinguished himself that morning;

and on being told that it was Captain Ussher whom he thus

designed to honor, he seized the latter by the hand, said he

was delighted to make his acquaintance, that he felt ashamed

of the disgraceful conduct of his countrymen in the gun-boats,

and regretted that the batteries had rendered them any as-

Bistance.

From this period until Aug. 19th, 1807, the Redwing was

almost constantly in pursuit of and engaged with the enemy's

flotilla and batteries. At the latter date we find Captain Ussher

proceeding with despatches to the Balearic islands ; and on

his return from thence reporting the destruction of a Spanish

convoy at Calassel, and the result of an attack made by him

upon three privateers lying at Benidorme ; the purticulars of

which services are detailed in two letters addressed to Rear-

Admiral Purvis, of which the following are extracts

:

" Standing^ along the coast of Catalonia (Sept. 7. 180/), I saw a ship, a

polacre, and several smaller vessels at anchor before the town of Calussel,

und having a light breeze I .stood into the bay ; but before I could get

within gun-shot, the inhabitants came down in great numbers, and hauled

them on shore. Having anchored within three cables' length of the town,

I sent the boats, under cover of my fire, to bring them otF or burn them
;

but a most violent thunder-storm, that lusted near four hours, obliged

me to weigh ; and I have no doubt that before it aiiatcd the vessels went to

pieces oo the beach. Lieutenant Ferguson, who commanded the bouts,

behaved with his usual gallantry, under a most galling fire from the town

:

the cool and good conduct of Lieutenant Webster, the other oliicers, and
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the men, likewise deserve {^reat praise. I annex for your information a list

of the killed and wounded •."

" Passing Benidorme, on the coast of Valencia, Sept. 8th, I saw a Spanish

polacre ship, and three privateers, of 10, 6, and 4 j:[uns, at anchor before

the town. Having pushed in within a hundred yards of the castle, on which

are mounted four IS-pounders, commanding the anchorage, I succeeded in

carrying the ship, whicli the crew (assisted by the people of the town) were

endeavouring to haul on shore, and had put my helm up to lay the priva-

teers on board, when I found, as the smoke cleared away, they had cut

their cables, and were making sail. On looking round, to my great mor-

tification, I saw so much of my standing and running rigging cut that my
masts were in danger : the stem was likewise shot through, close inside the

bobstays, and the fore-mast and main-top-gallant-mast were wounded ; but

I pursued them with all the sail I could carry to Jovosa, four miles west of

Benidorme, where they ran on shore, apparently in a sinking state f: one

of them had struck her colours, but rehoisted them on seeing our crip-

pled state.

" Not being able to mann all my guiia, 1 1 of my best men lying wounded,

1 killed, and 14 absent in prizes and at. the hospital, I could only fire alter-

nately at the castle and vessels, otherwise I have no doubt the whole of

them would have fallen into our hands.

" I have much pleasure in acquainting you, that in this affair I lost but

one man ; and that Lieutenants Ferguson and Webster, Mr. Davis, and Mr.

Horniraan, the latter of whom has always volunteered his services on deck,

and every other officer, together with the men, deserve my highest praise.

T atmex in the margin the name of the captured ship *, and have the honor

to be, &c.

(Signed) " Thomas Ussher.*'

About this period, Captain Ussher received a very kind

letter from his new commander-in-chief, the contents of which

we cannot refrain from layinsf before our readers :

" Sir,—The letters you sent to me I have read with much satisfaction—

they are valuable documents to you, as they shew that the same zeal, the

same skill and enterprise which, short as the time is you have been under

my command, I have had frequent occasions to admire, have been the or-

dinary practice of your life at sea ; and whatever regard the Admiralty are

pleased to show you, I truly believe your services will merit it. You, and

• 1 killed, 9, including Mr. Sharp, master's-mate, wounded.

t The largest privateer had gieat part of her stern torn away by one of

the Redwing's broadsides.

I La Preciosa, laden with sundry merchandise. Her yard-arms were nearly

touching the castle when she was boarded by Lieutenant Ferguson.
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your iodefotigablc compaiuon. Captain Raitt, of the Scout*, have done

infinite service by the annoyance you have given to the enemy's privateers,

&r. I return you the letters, and am, Sir, with great esteem, your faithful

humble servant,

(Signed) " Collinqwood."

On his return from the Balearic islands^ Captain Ussher re-

sumed his station in the Gut of Gibraltar, where we find him

continually engaged in pursuit of the enemy's gun-boats and

privateers for a period of nine months, during which he also

was often under the fire of some of their numerous batteries.

On the 7th May, 1808, at day-light, Cape Trafalgar bearing

W.N.W, distant about six miles, Captain Ussher discovered

seven armed vessels convoying twelve Spanish merchantmen

alongshore. The enemy appeared desirous of trying their

strength with the Redwing, and he immediately made all sail

to close with them, and to cut off their retreat to leeward. Tlie

wind being very light and variable, he did not get within

point-blank shot before seven o'clock, at which time they

opened their fire, handed their sails, formed a line abreast, and

swept towards the Redwing, displaying more than their usual

confidence, and indicating an intention to board. That the

enemy had good reason to hope for success is proved by Cap-

tain Ussher's description of their force, viz.

Two schooners, the Diligente and Boreas, each mounting 2 long 24-

pounders and 2 eights, wieh a complement of 60 men.

Three gun-vessels, their aggregate force 3 long 24-pounders, 2 sixes, 1

36-pounder, and 111 men.

A inisticu of 4 guns and 20 men, and a felucca of similar force.—^Total,

22 guns and 271 menf.

Aware that much depended upon the effects of her first fire.

Captain Ussher ordered each of the Redwing's guns to be

loaded with one round shot, one grape, one canister, and 500

musket-balls (tied up in a bag) ; directed his best marksmen

to point them at the Diligente, that vessel bearing the broad

pendant of the Spanish Commodore ; and desired that their

• Posted Sept. 16, 1809; died in Feb. 1816.

*t-
Redwing, 16 thirty-two pounder carronadcs, 2 long sixes, 98 officers,

men, and boys—the remainder of her complement absent.
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fire should be reserved until they were certain of hitting her.

The Redwing's crew were then ranged along the gunwales,

in order that every man might know his particular station ;

and the boarding-nettings were purposely kept down, as an

additional encouragement to the Spaniards to come alongside.

Having thus prepared for meeting the enemy upon their

own terms, the Redwing's gallant crew were allowed to give

three cheers, which seemed to have a magical effect upon their

foes, who instantly backed water, and continued doing so

whilst their commodore spoke the different vessels under his

convoy. Having at length arrived within pistol-shot, the

Redwing's broadside went off like a single gun, the shot all

striking the Diligente at the water line, and cutting her open

fore and aft : after giving two or three heavy rolls, she turned

over and went down, with all on board. The Boreas soon

shared a similar fate ; and by nine o'clock two other vessels

had also disappeared, they having pushed into a heavy surf,

whereby all their wounded men were sacrificed. Four of

the merchantmen, following their example, were likewise

sunk ; and seven, together with the armed mistico, taken by

the Redwing—-only the felucca, one gun-boat, and one mer-

chant vessel effected their escape, which they would not have

done had the British brig been in a condition to carry sail

;

but, fortunately for them, her foremast was crippled by two

shot (24-pounders) ; another had passed through the main-

mast, the gammoning of her bow-sprit was shot through, and

the knee of the head cut asunder : her loss, however, was very

trivial, only one man being slain, and the master, purser, and

one sailor wounded. The Spaniards, according to their own
confession, had no less than 240 killed, drowned, and taken

prisoners *,

" Considering that, among the 22 guns of the Redwing's

i'ji

y

' ti

* When the Boreas sunk. Captain Ussher despatched his only boat to

try and save as many of the Spaniards as possible ; but, to the eternal dis-

grace of those on board the other gun-vessels, they disregarded the flag of

truce, which humanity alone induced him to hoist, and, continuing their

fire, compelled him to recall the gallant fellows whom he had sent to res-

cue bis unfortunate antagonists.
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seven opponents, there were one long 36, and seven 24-

pounders ; that the number of men on board of them almost

trebled the nmiiber in the brig, and that the weather was in

every respect favorable for gun-boat operations, the defeat

and destruction of this Spanish flotilla afforded an additional

proof of the prowess of British seamen, and of how much may
be accomplished by gallantry and perseverance *.*'* Lord

Collingwood's acknowledgment of Captain Ussher's gallant

services ought not to be omitted

:

" Ocean, of Toulon, 29 May, 1808.

** Sir,—I have received your letter of the 7th instant, informing me of

your having that morning attacked an enemy's convoy, near Cape Trafal-

gar, consisting of 19 sail, seven of vvhich were armed vessels ; that the re-

sult had been the capture or destruction of the whole except three, who

owe their escape to the crippled state of the Redwing ; and that one seaman

was killed and two ofScers and one man wounded on this occasion.

" I shall transmit to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty a detail

of this gallant affair, to whom I make no doubt it will be as gratifying as

it is to me, as it affords another instance of that zeal and ability which have

been so conspicuously displayed by you for the good of his Majesty's ser-

vice, and the annoyance of the enemy. The handsome terms in which you

speak of the Redwing's officers and crew is highly creditable, and much to

'their honor. 1 am. Sir, &c.

(Signed) ' " Collingwood."
'* Captain Ussher, Redwing.'*

On the first day of the following month, Captain Ussher

chased a mistico and two feluccas into the bay of Bolonia,

near Cape Trafalgar ; anchored within point-blank shot of a

battery mounting six long 24-pounderB, and soon drove the

enemy from their guns, thereby enabling Lieutenant Ferguson

to destroy the former vessel and bring out the two feluccas,

under a heavy fire of musketry, by which Mr. Sharp, master's

mate, was killed, and acting Lieutenant Webster, 3 men, and

1 boy wounded. Captain Ussher then landed, taking with

him Lieutenant Ferguson and 40 men armed with pikes,

stormed the battery, rendered the guns unserviceable, and

blew up the magazine. This latter service appears to have

been one of more than ordinary danger, as the rapid approach

• James's Nav. Hitt. Vol. V. p. 69 et seq.
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of a body of cavalry prevented him from laying a train suffi-

ciently long, before it became necessary to fire his pistol, or

otherwise to abuiidon his design. So violent was the concus-

sion that many of the party, wliom he had ordered to scamper

off, were knocked down ; and the shock is said to have been

sensibly felt even by the vessels lying at Tangier, a distance

of more than six leagues.

On his return to Gibraltar, after the affair at Bolonia, Cap-
tain Ussher received the following official notification of his

advancement to post rank :

" Admiralty Office, 2Ath May, 1803.

" Sir,—iNIy Lords Commissioners of the Admiruliy having been pirased,

as a reward for your judicious au:I gallant conduct ia Jiis Majesty's service,

to sign a commission promoiini? you to the rank o^ IVt- Captain, I have

their Lordships' commands to tran-'n-iit to yoa heren'Ui', t/ic said commis-

sion, and at the same time to ac<[Uuin(; yovi thai it i?; ihjir directions you
should for the present continue in the c iinniand of the Redwing, I am.
Sir, &c.

(Signev:) ' W. \^', Poi^E."

" Captain Ussher, Redwing.'*

Hostilities with Spain ceasing about thu period, and I'fs

health having been long in ii declining Btate, Csp'ain Ua;.) sr

shortly afterwards gave up the commaud oc tbe Redwing},

and on his return to England had the furlber gratification of

learning that, in addition to the above liiai-k of their Lord-

ships' approbation, the Board of Admir;.'cy had baen pleased

not only to promote his first Lieu(ei;ant, bur. Jikewise ty con-

firm the gentleman who was acting as second ; to grart Mr.

Richard Soper, sei\ior midshipman of the Reilv/iug, a com-

mission J and to order warrants to be giveii to sucJa jf bif»

own boat's crew as were qualified for suj;e'ior stations.

We next find Captain U^>;her [.roceeding to Dublin, where

an elegant dinner was gi^ en i y a iCrga party of noblemen

and gentry, to ceiebrate liis arrival.

" The distinguislied atid well-earn'^d profesiijonal reputation of this offi-

cer," says the Edifrr iV ihe Naval Chronicle, " together with tlie respect

entertain.^d for Lw family and connections, especially the veneration and

Jove w'i*i wUch the memory of his father is so generally cherished, ren-

dered the compliment intended by this meeting perfectly appropriate. To
the gentlemen of the university, many of whom were pregent, it must have

vl S
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been particularly gratifying to contemplate, in the person of Captain

Ussber, the wreath of military fume entwined with science, whilst they re-

flected to the early instruction of a father, who had long f)ecn the ornament

of their body, much of the eminent attainments of the son might naturally

be traced, and beheld in an alumnus of their own society the probable suc-

cessor to a Nelson's glory •."

On the above occasion, Captain Ussher was presented with

the freedom of the Irish capital ; and in Dec. following, Lord

Mulgrave, then at the head of naval affairs, offered him a

command in the Cattegat, for the protection of our trade

against the Danish gun-boats. This proposal he accepted,

and in Mar. 1 809, he was accordingly appointed to the Ley-

den, a 64-gun ship, bearing 18 Lieutenants and 800 picked

men, with thirteen gun-boats attached to her. The abdication

of the King of Sweden, however, caused an alteration iu the

plans of government with regard to the service on which he

was to have been employed, and in consequence thereof the

Lcyden lay idle until the expedition was undertaken agtunst

Antwerp, when we find her selected to convey a regiment of

the guards to Walcheren, from whence she brought home a

number of sick soldiers.

The Iieydcn was at this time in so bad a condition that,

when ordered back to the Scheldt, Captain Ussher was obliged

to navigate her thither himself, his pilots refusing to take

charge. For this service the thanks of the Admiralty were

conveyed to him by the late Sir George Campbell, commander-

in-chief on the Downs station.

Owing to her defective state, the Leyden was paid off about

the close of 1809 j and Captain Ussher remained on shore

until April, 1811, when he was appointed, pro tempore, to

the America 74. Whilst in command of that ship, the crew

mutinied, and refused to get her under weigh ; upon hearing

which, being 'V. in his cot, he sent for the captain of marines,

ordered him to go down to the lower-deck at the head of his

men, and to bayonet every sailor he found below. This had

the desired effect : the mtitinecrs returned to their duty, and

the ship sailed according to her orders.

. • Sw Nuv. Citron. Vol. XXVI. p. .IS? et *ry.
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Captain Ussher's next appointment was to the Hyacinth,

a post sloop, mounting 26 guns ; in which ship he escorted a

fleet of merchantmen to the Mediterranean, and subsequently

joined the squadron employed defending Cadiz.

From that station, Captain Ussher was sent by Rear-Ad-

miral Legge to endeavour to put a stop to the depredations

then almost daily committed upon, our trade by the privateers

of IMalaga, consisting of several fast-sailing, swift-rowing,

and well-equipped vessels, commanded by Monsieur Bar-

bastro, a daring and enterprising chief. Finding that the

Hyacinth had no chance of overtaking any of these marau-

ders, and that their leader was not to be deceived by the

manner in which she was rigged and painted, Captain Ussher

lost no time in requesting the senior officer at Gibraltar to

place one or two small vessels under his orders, and soon had

the pleasure of being joined by a force which he hoped would

prove sufficient for effecting the service he was sent on—viz.

the Goshawk of 16 guns. Captain James Lilburne ; the Reso-

lute gun-brig, l^ieutenant John Keenan ; and a gun-boat,

commanded bv Lieutenant Culi.

On the arrival of this reinforce nent, the enemy's privateers

being all in port, and previously well recormoitred. Captain

Ussher determined to strike a blow at them, for which pur-

pose he direcV d the boats of his little squadron to be imme-

diately prepared for service ; and to prevent confusion or mis-

apprehension of orders, the following plan of attack was com-

municated to every officer.

" Captain Ussher, in his g\f(, with 6 men ; and Lieutenant ThomM
Iliistings, second of the Hyacinth, in that ship's pinnace, with 20 men, to

attack a buttery of 15 long i24-pounders on tlie mole-ltead.

" Lieutenant Francis Drockell Spilsbiiry, first of the Hyacinth, in her

hurge, with Mr. John Elgar, purser, and 24 men, to attack a battery cf 4

long £4-pounder8, opposite to the al)0ve, und afterwards to assist in board-

ing the privateers.

" Captain Lill)urne, with 40 of his men, in the gun-boat, ta board Dar-

bas^tro's privateer, the Braave of 10 gum and 130 men. Lieutenant Cull

afterwards to place his gun-vessel in the fuir way between the mole-heads,

to enable the prircs to haul out in case the wind should fail.

*' All the other boutw of the squadron, under the orders of Lieutenant

Kuenan, assisted by Lieutenants Otty and Arnold of ihc (ioshuwk, to board
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the otlier privateers. Eacli of them to be provided with coils of rope, for

the purpose of being laid out as warps to the gun-boat."

It was about nine o'clock in the evening of April 29, 1812,

when the volunteers for this desperivte service left their res-

pective vessels, and proceeded towards the shore. On arriv-

ing within a mile of the town, their intrepid leader informed

Captain Lilburne that it was his intention to attack the mole-

head batteries previous to the body of boats coming up ; that

he considered the success of the enterprise would mainly

depend upon the result of his attack, and that the gun-vessel

and Lieutenant Keenan's division were therefore not to ad-

vance until a signal was made by him for that pupose. Hav-

ing directed Lieutenant Spilsbury to proceed according to the

plan of attack, Captain IJssher then dashed on in company

with Lieutenant Hastings, effected a landing amongst the

rocks outside the mole-head, and, although fired at before the

scaling ladders could be placed, obtained complete possession

of the principal battery in less than five minutes after he

touched the shore. A rocket was immediately let off, the

gun-boat and her companions advanced in fine style, and the

whole of the privateers were most gallantly boarded and car-

ried *.

So far every thing answered Captain Ussher's most san-

guine expectations j and the guns of the battery being turned

by his directions upon the castle of Gibralfaro, kept the ene-

my's garrison in check until all the powder he could find

was expended ; when he caused them to be spiked, and rowed

up the harbour to give such directions as might be necessary

for bringing out the prizes. The moon now rising with un-

common brightness, shewed the position of the contending

parties : the gun-boat, having u privateer in tow, was warm-

ly engaged with the 57th rcgiuient of French troops, who

had come down from the castle to attack the captured bat-

• The nraavc appears to liave been attacked by the Hyacinth's cutter,

under the coniiiiund of Mr. Pierce, inidhliipniau, Captain Lilburne having

passed her and pushed in amongst the main body of the privateers. Bar-

bastro and mo.'«t of his crew escaped l»y jumping overboard ; but 33 pri-

soners were secured by only 1'^ English.
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tery, just as it was about to be evacuated. The other priva-

teers were also in tow, and numerous merchant vessels were

seen lying in a tier, under the walls of the town. The cas-

tle was keeping up a furious cannonade upon the boats and

prizes, which were likewise exposed to a tremendous fire of

musketry from the mol*'-wall, at only a few yards distance :

this latter annoyance ^,'•l^ answered in the most spirited man-

ner by the gun-boat, until the fall of Captain Lilburne,

who received a mortal wound at the moment that Cap-

tain Ussher resumed the command afloat. To add to

this misfortune, the heavy firing on both sides caused the

wind to die totally away ; and owing to the severe loss

sustained by the British, it was with the utmost difficulty

they could bring off Barbastro's privateer, and the Napoleon

of similar force : the remainder, however, were damaged as

much as possible previous to their being abandoned. Cap-

tain Ussher concludes his official account of this heroic en-

terprise in terms to the following etl'ect

:

" I have to lament a most severe loss on this occas'lon, and arnonirst

tho£o who tell was my lirave anil honoralile companion Captain Lillturnc".

" It is impossililc tliat my pen can do suflicicnt justice to the undaunted

courage of every oflicer mu\ man employed in this, the must severe and

spirited contest I ever witnessed. I beg leave to recommend my first Lieu-

tenant, Spilsbury ; Lieutenanta Hastings, Keenan, Otty, and Arnold, the

latter severely wounded j and every other officer aiid man."

That Captain Ussher's own gallant and judicious conduct

was duly appreciated, will be seen by a public letter he re-

ceived from Commodore Penrose, dated at Gibraltar, May
G, 1812, a copy of which we shidl now lay before our readers :

" Sir,— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

April .'JOth, <letailing the account of your very spirited and well-plunned

attack on the enemy'H shiptt and vessels in the mole of Malaga, mid the

butteries which protected them.

" That the failure of the wind or any other cause, should have prevented

the full success of an cnteqjri.se you had so judiciously arrange<l, and given

• Of 14!> oTuers and men, 15 were killed and .">.'< including Lieutenant

.Spilsliury, wounded. The gun-boat sustained »o much damage that she

Huuk wh' u on her return to (iibraUHr.

ii::

w f

•l> I



346 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1906.

^*n,

more time to the enemy to annoy your brave foUotvers, I most deeply

regret.

" It is with sincere pleasure I inform you, that I have the most favor-

able iiccounts of the state of the wounded who have arrived here.

" I aiQ happy to find that it is Burbastro's own vessel which you have

captured, and that you possess the eagle presented to him by Buonaparte

as an honorable truphy. The presentation of eagles to the slaves of a

tyrant cannot enable them to withstand the invincible energy of British

seamen.
" I shall enclose copies of your letter to me to the Commander-in-Chief

and Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, with my testimony of appro-

bation of your conduct, and to enable them to see the names of the officers

you recommend, and the gallantry with which the enemy's batteries and

privateers were carried.

" The remains of Captain Lilbume were deposited in the garrison bury-

\\\^ ground on the 4th instant, attended by all the honors the naval means

could furnish, and I was happy to observe, by every officer of any rank not

on duty in the garrison*. I have the honor to be, &c.

" Captain Ussher, Hyacinth." (Signed) " C. V. Penrosb."

Respecting the brilliant affair at Malaga, we shall only add,

that Captain Usshcr's proceedings on that occasion were

highly approved both by Sir Edward Pellew and the Admi-

ralty, although they, like himself, could not but lament the

severe loss surtained by his little band of heroes.

We next find Captain Ussher commanding a small squadron

on the coast of Grenada, opening a communication with the

patriots of that province, and inspiring them with such confi-

dence, that they placed themselves at his disposal without

any sort ofjealousy, constantly requesting his advice how to

act, and implicitly following his directions. The proceedings

of the Hyacinth and her consorts f are thus described by him

in a letter to Commodore Penrose, dated off Almuuccar, May
27, 1812 : /

" Sir,—I had the honor to inform you, in my letter of the 20th instant,

that the Termagant had destroyed the castle at Ncrsa, and that the guerillaa

* The above officer was made a Commander for his gallantry as first

Lieutenant of the Swiftsurc 74, at the glorious battle of Trafalgar. He
was, wc believe, the son of a Master in the royal navy.

t Tvrmugant, a post-sloop, Captain Gawen William Hnioilton ; aud

Husilink gtui-brig, Lieutenant (ioorge French.
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came do\Tn from the mountains and entered the town ; I have now to ac-

quamt you, that I went on shore with Captain Hamilton, and waited upon

the guerilla leader, who informed me that the French had retreated to

Almunecar, 7 miles to the eastward; that they had 300 men there; and

considering himself strong enough to attack them, he proposed marching

upon it without loss of time. As I was desirous to render the guerillas

every assistance in my power, I promised him to anchor the ships in a

position to place the enemy between our fire, which gave him great satis-

faction, and his men much confidence. I accordingly bore up at 4 o'clock

the following morning, with the Termagant and Basilisk, and anchored at

point-blank range before the castle, which we silenced in less than an hour.

Ad the guerillas were to have arrived at 7 o'clock, and there was no appear-

ance of them at S, Captain Hamilton volunteered to return to Nersa in his

gig, to learn ifany thing had occurred to prevent their moving forward. At

four in the morning he returned, and informed me that a reinforcement

which they expected had not arrived, and that they waited for them before

they could advance. At seven o'clock the enemy again opened their fire,

having mounted a howitzer in a breach made in the covered way to the

castle ; hut by ten o'clock they were again silenced, and driven, with great

loss, into the town, where they fortified themselves in the church and

houses. Desirous of sparing the unfortunate inhabitants, whom the French

had thus cruelly exposed, I ceased firing ; and having destroyed a privuceer

which lay at anchor under the castle, I weighed and ran down to Nersa,

for the purpose of concerting plans with the guerillas. On ray arrival, I

bad the satisfaction to meet a division commanded by Colonel Febrien, an

officer ofthe truest patriotism, who immedia' ly put himself and troops at

my disposal. The roads through the mount ^i.is being very tedious, and as

iio time was to be lost, I resolved to take the infantry, consisting of about

200, on board ; and I ordered the cavalry to move forward immediately, and

take a position in the rear of the enemy, whilst the infantry, with all the

small-arm men and marines, were to land on his flanks. I am sorry that

the delay of a calm gave the enemy time to leurn our combined move-

ment, as he instantly fled with great precipitation, and joining a corps of 200

at Motril, within four miles of Almunecar, he retreated from thence upon

Grenada.

" As soon as I arrived at my anchorage, I sent Lieutenant Spilsbury and

a guerilla ofiicer to hoist the British and Spanish Hags on the castle ; and

immediately began to demolish the works, which are exceedingly strong,

as it is built on a peninsula of high rock, scarped all round the sea-face,

with a wall 30 feet high. At the land-side the rock is excavated nearly 30

feet deep and 60 wide, with a narrow draw-bridge, which is the only en-

trance into the castle. I intend to fill up us much of the ditch as possible,

by springing mines under each bastion. I found in the castle 2 brass 24-

pounders, 6 iron 18-pounders, on<; G>pouiider, and a howitzer, the whole of

l-i»i;??'
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which were spiked by the enemy. He has left a number of deserters, prin-

cipally Germans and Flemings, who inform me that they were the whole

of the foreigners in this battalion of the 32d regiment ; they likewise say

that they have long looked for an opportunity to desert, as they were

dragged from their families, and forced into the French service : one of

them has been eight years from his country. The enemy's loss was very

severe, but cannot be ascertained, as the wounded were carried off in

waggons.

" I feel greatly indebted to Captain Hamilton for the able assistance he

rendered me, and the judicious position he anchored his ship in; likewise

to Lieutenant French, of the Basilisk, who opened and supported a warm
and well-directed fire upon the enemy, while the ships were heaving in their

springs to bring their broadsides to bear.

" I am happy to inform you that we have had no loss, except the Ter-

magant one man wounded, and the Basilisk one slightly. The privateer

was one of Barbastro's small vessels, armed with 2 guns and having a crew

of 30 or 40 men. I cannot conclude without informing you that the offi-

cers and men wounded so recently at Malaga came to their quarters. Lieu-

tenant Spilsbury, whose wound is still open, and IVIr. Bell, the boatswain,

who lost bis arm, did not spare themselves. I have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " Thos. Ussher."

Almunecar castle was, from its position, invaluable to the

enemy, as it gave security to their parties sent to raise con-

tributions and rations on that part of the coast, afforded shel-

ter to privateers, and in the hands of the French might have

been made impregnable. By evacuating that fortress, and

retreating frdm Salobreua and Motril, they left open the

whole line of coast between Malaga and Cape de Gata.

The Hyacinth was refitting at Gibraltar when intelligence

arrived of America having declared war against Great Britain.

Captain Ussher immediately put to sea, and was fortunate

enough to intercept several valuable merchantmen . During

this cruise, he was joined by the Blossom sloop, Captain Ed-

ward Reynolds Sibley ; and on the same day (Sept. 1, 1812),

he had the gratification of learning tliat the enemy had eva-

cuated Malaga, after blowing up the works of the castle of

Gibralfaro. In consequence of this welcome information, the

Hyacinth and her consort immodiatolv entered the mole, and

were received in the njost enthusiastic manner by the inha-

• Which were made Droits of Admiralty.
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bitants, wlto thought they could not sufficiently mark their

gratitude to Captain Ussher for having spared their trading

and fishing vessels when it was in his power to destroy them*.

In Nov. following, Captain Ussher was appointed hy Sir

Edward Pellew to the Euryalus frigate ; and after acting in

the Edinburgh 74, for a short period, we find him proceeding

to watch the enemy's fleet at Toulon, on which service he

continued under the orders of Captain the Hon. G. G. Wal-

degrave, until his removal to the Undaunted 48, in Feb. 1813.

On the 18th of the ensuing month, Captain Ussher landed

a party of seamen and marines at Carri, to the westward of

Marseilles, under the orders of his first Lieutenant, Mr. Aaron

Tozer, who gallantly stormed and carried a battery contain-

ing 4 long twenty-four-pounders, 1 six-pounder, and a 13-inch

mortar (the whole of which he destroyed), and brought out a

tartan that had anchored there for protection. The enemy
on this occasion were strongly posted behind palisadoes, and

stood their ground until the British were in the act of charg-

ing bayonetSj when they turned and suffered a severe loss.

The assailants had only 2 killed and 1 wounded.

Thirteen days after the gallant affair at Carri, the Un-
daunted's marines assisted at the destruction of two other

batteries, mounting .5 thirty-six-pounders, 2 twenty-fours,

and 1 mortar ; whilst her boats, in conjunction with those of

the Volontaire and Redwing, brought out eleven vessels laden

with oil, &,c. and destroyed three others in consequence of

their being agroimd. The loss of men on both sides has been

stated in our memoir of the present Lord Radstockfj and an

account of the subsequent proceedings at Morjean will be

found under the head of Rear Admiral Moubray, at p. CI 1 .m"

our first volume ; but we have there omitted to state, that

Captain Ussher, perceivhig that the enemy's vessels were

• Previous to tlie attack of April L'f), IS12, Captain Msshcr fitted a fire-

bout for the purpose of burning tiic wLole of the shippinij; hut on consider-

ing' liow nnicli the unfortunate Spaniards had already snftered hy the forci-

Itle occupation of their town, he liuniunely resolved not to hrinj( down any

frciih suffering upon tUeiu.

t See note at p. 194.
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fastened to the shore by hawsers from their mast-heads, ini-

mediately volunteered his services, pushed in, and received so

heavy a fire of musketry from a party of soldiers posted be-

hind high cliffs, that he had scarcely time to get alongside of

the first vessel before his gig filled up to the thwartsj but pro-

videntially, neither himself nor any of his boat's crew received

the slightest injury.

Next day (May 3, 1813), the Undaunted chased a ship into

the bay of Marseilles; and Captain Ussher having information

that she was valuably laden for the Musee Napoleon, took ad-

vantage of a fine breeze, pursued her past the batteries which

protected the anchorage, and was only prevented from captur-

ing her by a sudden shift of wind which enabled her to reach

the harbour. A brig lying at the entrance of the port then

hoisted her colours, and the town batteries commenced a fu-

rious cannonade, which was instantly answered by Captain

Ussher, who kept up an animated fire, both on them and the

shipping in the harbour, until the brig was boarded and

brought out by a boat's crew under the command of Lieute-

nant William Oldrey ; when, to the surprise of all on board

the frigate, the batteries suddenly ceased firing, and Captain

Ussher was suffered to carry off his prize without further

molestation *.

On the 7th May, the boats of the Undaunted were sent to

attack a French national schooner of the largest class, with a

fleet of coasting vessels under her protection. Two of the

merchantmen were taken, and several driven on shore ; but

unfortunately, a squall of wind arose just as Lieutenant Ol-

drey (the senior officer) ,was about to board the schooner, and

she was thereby enabled to escape, notwithstanding every ef-

fort was made again to close with her, that resolute young

man continuing the chase as long as the most distant hope re-

• When the Undaunted visited Marseilles, after the abdication of Buona-

parte, Captain Ussher requested the Governor to inform him why the but-

teries so suddenly ceased firing ; and was told that, ns lie hud dared to carry

off a vessel lying under the muzzles of their guns, he was considered de-

serving of u better reward than being blown out of the water, and was

therefore allowed tu depart quietly with his well-earned trophy !
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niained of doing so, although his boat had already sufTered a

severe loss, and he himself was dangerously wounded.

Early in Aug. following, Captain Ussher discovered a num-
ber oi' vessels lying in the mole at Cassis, a place situated

midway between Toulon and Marseilles, where they were

protected by ^ve heavy batteries, one of which had a wall

25 feet high. The Espoir brig was then in company with

the Undaunted, and her commander, the Hon. Robert Caven-

dish Spencer, having suggested the possibility of carrying the

enemy's works by a coup-de-main, Captain Ussher left him

to blockade the vessels, whilst he proceeded off Cape Sicie, to

communicate with Sir Edward Pellew, by whom the Red-

\^ing (Captain Sir John Gordon Sinclair), 200 marines, and a

detachment of boats, belonging to the Caledonia, Hibernia,

Barflcur, and Prince of Wales, were immediately placed at

his disposal ; the marines to be commanded by Captain Jere-

miah Coghlan, R. N. and the boats by Lieutenants Wilson

and Gramshaw, of the Caledonia and Hibernia.

Owing to a most unfavorable wind, the attack upon Cassis

was unavoidably deferred for several days after Captain

Ussher's return from the fleet, and the enemy were thereby

afforded suflicient time to strengthen their means of defence.

The result of the attack will be seen by the following extracts

of Captain Ussher's oilicial report

:

" H. M. S. Undaunted, of Marseilles, Aug. 18, 1813.

" Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, that the batteries of Cassis have

lieen destroyed, and the vessels, as per tnarsfin, brought out of the mole, or

liurnt •. Injustice to the brave officers and men employed on tliis ser-

vice, I beg leave to state a few particulars relative to their very merito-

rious conduct.

" Owing to light winds, the Undaunted could not take up the anchorage

that I intended (abreast of the town) ; therefore, to Captain Coghlan, Sir

John Siuclair, and the Hon. Captain Spencer, I am entirely indebted for

the success that attended an enterprise, which for gallantry has seldom

been surpassed. Four batteries defended the entrance of the bay, and two

gun-boats were moored across the entrance of the qjole. The citadel bat-

tery could only be carried by escalade; but nothing could withstand the

• Two heavy gun-boats, and twenty-four settees and tartans, taken

;

une gun-boat, and one tartan, destroyed.
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boldnett of the gallant uiarines, led on by Captain Coglilan, who sur-

mounted every olistacle opposed to tUeiu (and of wlioui Captain Coglilan

speaks in the highest terms of praise)—they literally drove the French be-

fore them at the point of the bayonet, pursuinp; them through the hatto-

ries to the heig^hts that command the town, leaving it entirely at our mercy.

The boats, under the direction of Sir John Sinclair, then entered the mole,

and in less than two hours broujjht off the vessels ".

" I feel very greatly indebted to Captain Coghlaa, for his able advice,

and for the zeal and ability manifested by him ; likewise to Sir John Sin-

clair and the Hon. Captain Spencer, for their perseverance in sweeping

their vessels in, under a heavy fire from the batteries, and placing them in

the most judicious position to cover the marines, and to which I attribute,

in a great degree, our small loss f

.

" Lieutenant Tozer, I lament, is most severely wounded ; his gallantry I

have often noticed *. Lieutenant Hunt, of the marines, was the first who

entered the citadel battery, by a ladder, under u galling fire ; his conduct

on this, as on all former occasior.s, was very gallant §. I have the honor

to be, &c. (Signed) " Thos. Ussheh."
" To Sir Edicard Pel/ete.Iit/rt. Sfc. »fC. Sfc"

Previous to the debarkation at Cassis, a general order was is-

sued, directing that if any man was seen to enter a house, under

whatever pretence, he was instantly to be shot. Whilst Sir John

Shiclair was employed getting the vessels out of the mole,

Captain Ussher landed in company with Captain Spencer, and

had the satisfaction to find that his wishes were most impli-

citly complied with, not an article of private property being

touched, not any ofthe houses entered, and not a single peace-

able inhabitant molested. This rigid propriety of conduct was

afterwards most gratefully acknowledged by a flag of truce,

sent off to the Mulgrave 74, the bearer of which told her Cap

• The re-embarkation of the marines was covered by a party under Cap-

tain Spencer, posted at a windmill in the rear of the town ; a position cho!>(Mi

by him, and admirably adapted for keeping in check any troops that might

have been sent either from Toulon or Marseilles.

1* The Redwing and Espoir were placed one at each side of the mole-

head, within 50 yards of the town, in order to cover the marines, had any

unforeseen circumstance rendered retreat necessary.

X The total loss sustained was 4 killed and IG wounded.

§ The scaling ladder broke before any other person could reach the pa-

rapet, and Lictiteiiant Hunt was conse(iuently left alone to defend hitnsolt

against the whole of the French soldiers in that battery, until some ma-

rines coidd ascend to his assiHtancc by means of another ladder.
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tain (Thomas James Maling) that it would have been impos-

sible for a stranger to have known in the mornin^ that an

enemy had ever been in the town, much less tliat it had been

occupied by the British during the whole of the preceding

night.

After despatching the Espoir to the fleet, with the marines

and boats belonging to the Caledonia, &c. Captain Ussher con-

voyed his prizes to Minorca, where he received a letter from

Sir Edward Pellew, of which the following is a copy :

" //. M. S. Caledonia, ofthe Rhone, Aug. VJ, 1813.

" Sir,—I have received your letter of yesterday by the Espoir, statinjj the

particulars of your success at Cassis, and have great pleasure in sending

you a copy of a memorandum which 1 have given out to the fleet on this

occasion. I learn with concern, that your first Lieutenant and other brave

men are severely wounded, and four killed ; but considering the enemy's

means of defence, you had reason to expect a heavier loss.

" You have acted very judiciously in proceeding with the Redwing to

Mahon, where you will use your own time in making your arrangements

;

and when replenished, both ships being supplied with rigging, sails, and

stores, will return to my flag. The Espoir, whicli now proceeds to INIahon,

will also rejoin me. I am, &c.

(Signed) " Ed. Pellew."

On the 9th Nov. 1813, Captain Ussher reported the capture

and destruction of seven French vessels lying in Port Nou-

velle, under the protection of several batteries, and a tower 30

feet high, the whole of which were carried in a most gallant

manner by a detachment of seamen and marines, under the

orders of his first Lieutenant, Joseph Robert Hownam, as-

sisted by Lieutenants Thomas Hastings and George Hurst

(of the Undaunted and Guadaloupe), Mr. Alexander Lewis,

master of the latter vessel*, and Lieutenant Harry Hunt, who
on this occasion had the honor of commanding 100 marines,

lent from the Caledonia, in addition to his own party.

The principal defence of Port Nouvelle was the above-men-

tioned tower ; and a circumstance attended its capture tliat we

cannot pass over in silence.

The Undaunted's boats being always provided with scaling-

ladders, the height of the tower was no security to it ; but,

* A 16-gun-brig, commanded by Captain Arthur Stow.
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owing to the eagerness of the guUant fellows eniployerl on

this service, so many men got on the first ladder at once that

it broke under their weight, and only two were able to obtain

a footing on the wall. These (a boatswain's-mate of the Un-

daunted, and a marine) were furiously attacked by 40 French

soldiers: the sailor was overpowered, and the enemy were drag-

ging him to the oven then lighted for heating shot, when the

brave marine fortunately extricated himself, flew to the assist-

ance of his companion, bayoneted two of the Frenchmen, and

succeeded in releasing the tar. Notwithstanding their appa-

rently desperate situation, the two Britons now became the

assailants ; and, incredible as it may appear, their forty op-

ponents not only cried for quarter, but were actually placed

in confinement before a single man mounted the second ladder.

Speaking ofthe affair at Port Nouvelle, Captain Ussher says :

" I should be wanting in duty, if I did not express my high sense of the

discretion and gallant conduct of the officers and men of the Undaunted,

who, in the short time she has been under my command, have taken or

destroyed, principally in the boats, seventy of the enemy's vessels, and

with comparatively a very small loss. It affords me very great pleasure to

state, that only one man was wounded on this occasion."

Captain Ussher was next employed as senior officer of the

squadron left by Sir Edward Pellew to watch the enemy's

fleet at Toulon, during the severe winter of 1813 ; and it is

scarcely necessary to add, that that important trust could not

have been confided to a more zealous and vigilant oflicer *.

During the night of April 21st, 1814, being then a few

leagues to the southward of Marseilles, with the Euryalus

frigate in company, Captain Ussher perceived an extraordi-

nary light in the direction of and over that town. Supposing

from its brilliancy that the inhabitants were celebrating some

joyful event, and having been apprised some days before that

a great political change might soon be expected, he imme-

diately stood in shore, under all sail, and at day-light, on the

22d, found himself close to the islands of Pomegue and Iff.

The telegraphs, formerly so active on the approach of an

enemy, were now apparently deserted ; and as the batteries

had no colours flying. Captain Ussher approached them with

• See Captnin Cuarlbs Napier, C. B.
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a flag of truce hoisted at the fore, and the Bourbon standard

at the main—his own frigate fully prepared for bultle, and

tnc Euryulus ready to come to her assistance, in case she

should be roughly handled.

On coming within short range, the Undaunted received a

shot from the nearest battery, which struck the main-deck,

but did no injury to any of her crew. Considering himself to

have been mistaken in his conjectures as to the cause of the

illumination. Captain Ussher wore round, hauled down the

flag of truce and the Bourbon standard, and was in the act

of making sail to rejoin his consort, when a second gun was

Hred. This insulting conduct he felt himself justified in

punishing. The Undaunted accordingly tacked, stood in

within point-blank range, discharged her broadside, and soon

obliged the Frenchmen to desert their guns. Capttain Ussher

then proceeded towards the next battery, and was about to

open his fire when he observed a flag of truce coming out of

the harbour. On the boat arriving alongside, he found that

the mayor and civil authorities of Marseilles had come off to

inform him of the abdication of Napoleon Buonaparte, and

the formation of a provisional government in the absence of

the Bourbons : they also expressed their indignation at

the conduct of the soldiers in the battery, and apologized

for it; but this he assured them was unnecessary—for, al-

though nothing could justify an outrage so contrary to the

usages of war, he considered them suflUciently punished by

the chastisement they had received. Captain Ussher then

congratulated the deputation on the happy change that had

taken place, and told them that he would anchor H. M. ships

under the walls of the town, as a proof of his confidence in

the loyalty of the inhabitants. The Euryalus was instantly

recalled, and both frigates soon afterwards brought up at the

entrance of the harbour.

On landing at Marseilles, Captains Ussher and Napier were

received in the most enthusiastic manner by the populace,

the air resounding with cries of V Vivent les Anglois

!

" a cir-

cumstance which so provoked Marshal Massena, the com-

mander-in-chief at Toulon, that he sent the governor a severe
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reprimand, threatened to supersede him if they were not

immediately ordered away, and also to march several thcusaiul

men against the inhabitants in case of their evincing a spirit

of insubordination. At this moment Colonel (now Sir Neil)

Campbell arrived, and made the following communication to

Captain Ussher :

" /it the house of General Dremtj, 4 P. M.
" Sir,— I hiive the honor to ucquuiat you of my arrival here from

Paris, with coiriuuincutiotis wliich regard the otiicer in command of H.

Ikitunnic INIujeUy's ships on tliis station.

" Bcinj^ lately wounded, and much fatigued, as well as from other cir-

oumstanees, I trust you will excuse my not waitinff upon you—nor does

the bearer know where I can have that honor. IMay l therefore request the

honor of seeing you as soon as it is consistent with ycur convenience, in

order that I may have the iionor of stating to you the nature of the mission

with which 11. Majesty's minister, liord Viscount Custlereagh, has charged

me. J have the honor to be, Sir, your most ohedient servant,

(Signed) " Neil Camimjkll,

Col. attached to the British Embassy at

the Court of St. Pctersburgh."

Captain Ussher (then sojoimiing at the hotel de Ville) im-

mediately waited upoti Colonel Campbell, and found that lio

was recpiired to assist in conveying Napoleon Buonaparte

from the shores of France to EWnx. lie accordingly left the

Euryalus at; Marseilles, and proceeded himself to Frejus, the

appointed place of embarkation, where he arrived and was

introduced to the fallen chief, on the 23d April.

" While preparing to endiark," says Captain Urcnlon *, ** the Dryud,

a French frigate, arrived. (Japtain Monculiret wuited vn Napoleon, sup-

posing the Kmperor would prefer his ship for tiie voyage; but Napoleon

informed him that he chose to go in the Uaduunlcd. The Frenclt capluiii

put to s' •» immediately aflei this mortifying decision ; and it was nrruiigcd

that Napoleon should emitark on the following day : but being indispostd

iu the forenivon, he (trdered his carriage at seven o'clock" (April I'Mlli),

" :U which hour he ipiilled his hotel, accompanied by ('aptuin Ussher,

Count Ikrtrand, an<l llaroii Koelcr. The Russian and I'lussian envoy.«,

und Colonel Campbell, followed iu their own carriages. It was a itriglit

moonlight night : the scene was solemnly grand, and deeply interesting; a

regiment of cavalry was drawn up on the beach. NVIicn the cnrriage sltp

pcti, the bugles sounded, and .N'apoleo.i, «l«'P|ii"g «>ul, emltraccd his friend",

• Sec A'av. Hist. Nol. V. p. l.Vl tt »cq.
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then took the arm of Cuptuiti lls^.sliur, uiid entered the bar^'u of the Un-
.liunite(!.

" Duriiiif tlic voyage, Nupoleon spent tlie greater part of the day on

deck, and was not tlie least sea-sick ; he looked at the coast of Corsicii with

intense interest throngh a telescope, and related many anecdotes of his

former days.•*«•••
" Passing the island of Capraja, famous for its anchovy fishery, a depu-

tation came olF, re(|uesting the Captain would take p<»ssession of the island,

which he did. Napoleon talked with the deputies, who were greatly sur-

prised to find him on hoard an English ship of war.

" Elba appearing- in sight, the Emperor eiupiired what colours were fly-

iiijr on the hatterics. When within four or five miles of ihe hnrliour of

I'orto Ferrajo, ('olonel Cumphcll, and Lieutenant Hastings, then first of the

Undaunted, with tiic foreign ministers, went on shore as commissioners to

take possession of the island, and make the proper arrangements for re-

ceiving its future sovereign.

" On the .'iOth April, ahout eight o'clock in the evening, the frigate an-

tliori'd at the harhour's mouth. A deputation of the inhabitants waited on

their Emperor ; he was on deck, at his usual hour, and indcfaligably in(|ui-

sitive. At seven \. IVl. the Undaunted weighed, and ran into the harbour,

anchoring abreast of the town. After breakfast, Nupoleon re(|uested Cup-

tain Ussher to cause two flags to he made by the ship's tailors; they were

to he white, with a" diutrimal " red stripe—on tiie stripe three "'ces, as the

arms of the Euiperor. One of the flags was hoisted at one 1*. M , oid saluted

iiy the Undaunted, and a I'rench corvette lying in the harbour. At two,

on the .'id of May, Napoleon landed, and took upon himself the govern-

ment of the i-dand. •*»•••
" Having completc<l his arrangements, Captain Usshcr demanded an

audience of leave. The Emperor was grieved at the thoughts of losiii;; the

I Jndaunted and iter captain, and used every argument to induce him to

prolong his stay, Ixit in vain. When he took leave the Emperor was visibly

uticcted ; the attentions and kindness which he had received from that ex-

cellent rlticer, had evidently wrought a change in the scntimeiits of Napo-

leon in favor of England. (!aplain Usshcr rightly ccuiccived that the du-

ties of hospitality demand'jd of him every soothing act which couhl tend to

alleviate the aHlictions of iv coiKjuered enemy, and of fallen grandeur."

Captuin UsslitT iTiuuiiiod at \i\\r\ until tin- lCii<;lish trans-

ports which cotnrycd Napolooii's troops, horHcs, carria^'cs,

baj;.i?Ji«?(', &c. were cK'arod ami sent back to (jenon, wlicii he

suiU'd for the same phicr, and on his arrival f(iund hiinself

appointed to tlie Duncan "JA, in which ship he rctuined to

Knglund at the breaking up of the war estaMiijhnu'nt on the

Mediterranean btation.

The high sense his laic eonniiamlerin-cliief entertained of

f
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C:iptciin Tssher's conduct whilbt employed on the above deli-

cate aud important service will be seen by the subjoined

copy of a letter which he received from LordExniouth, when
applying to be remunerated for the extraordinary expenses

to which he was thereby subjected, .?ut which reiu.bursemont

he did not for some time obtain.

" Exetei', Ad October, 181-1.

" My dear Ussher,—Your letter readied Teigninouth in ray absence,

fur a short visit, or it should, as it deserves, have met earlier attention from

inc. I am sorry to hear from you, that their lordships have hitherto heeii

unpropitious to your just demand for remuneration for your expense ami

trouiiie in receiving the ci-devant Emperor Buonaparte on the coast of

France, and landing him on the island of Elba ; it is, I am sure, owing tu

some defect in your representation, or to some miscomprehension on the

subject, that their lordships hold back what is established by their own

regulations in the like cases ; and it is the more severe on you, who in tlu:

execution of your duty, and in strict compliance with Lord Custlereagli's

letter, paid all the attention that was due to such a requisition, presented

by an officer of rank and consequence, having distinctly the charge ot

Hiionaparte'« person, under the sanction of all the allied powers, as well

as that of his Majesty's minister on the spot. Nothing short of the promp-

titude of your own active mind, prevented your having from me a regulur

order to embark that personage, in consequence of Colonel CampbellN

requi.ition to me for tiiat purpose by Lord Castlereagh's authority, wiiicli

would have entitled you to the usual allowance ; and I have no hesitation

in giving my opinion that you are fully entitled to expect remuneration for

that delicate service, in the conducting of which no officer could have

succeeded better, or have observed more rigid propriety. It appears to

me you have not only a claim on your own government, but that you ought

to be remunerated by the allied sovereigns, and all Europe, for su promptly

and readily gf Jling the v:le usurper of legitimate thrones out of France,

where any change of public opinion might have brought him back in a nin-

tnent. I know that you were put to considerable expence, aiul mucli

greater 'louljle; and I was glad to hear you contradict a report very pre-

valent on my landing, that Uuonaparte lur 1 made you great returns in wines

and other articles of value. I am very ready to give my sentiments to

their lordships if desired, or you are i:l lilierty tu make use of those I

•end you. Your merit as an officer stands highly dittingnishcd ; but no

where can it be more highly valued and respected than by, my dear Ussher,

your very faithfully attached, and most sincere friend,

(Signed) " Exmoutm."

Captain Ussher was nominated a C. B. in June, 1815.

Agait.— Sir Francis M. Ommanncy.
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ROWLAND BEVAN, Esq.

Was second Lieutenant of the Brunswick 74, coniuianded

by Captain John Harvey, in tlie great battle of June 1, 1794;

on which memorable day that ship had no less than 44 per-

sons killed and 114 wounded. Her damages were as fol-

low :

—

Mizen-inast and fore-top (rallant-tiiast shot away ; bowsprit cut two-lhir(U

through (near the gamuioiiinp;) : fore and main lower-masts jjrcatly crip-

pled ; all the yards shattered; «ails and ri;ririii^ cut to pieces ; eight lower-

deck ports unhinged ; starboard quarter-gallery displaced ; cat-!iead, to-

gether with the l>est-ho\ver, spare, and stream-anchors torn away (when

swinging clear ')f her opponent, le Vengcur 7*1) ; and 2.'J guns disoioiinled *.

The subject of this brief sketch was wounded in tiie above

battle, and shortly afterwards promoted. His post commis-

sion bears date June 10, 1808 ; and he obtained the out-pen-

sion of Greenwich Hospital, May 2, 1810.

WILLIAM WARD, Esq.

This officer's gallant conduct, as senior Lieutenant of the

Pitjue frigate, -at the capture of two French national brigs, for

which service he obtainc-d the rank of Conmmnder {J\.i\y 23,

1806), is noticed at p. 7''^ «f Vol. II. Part II. His post com-

mission bears diite June 10, 1808.

Agents.—Messrs. Stilwell.

SIR SAMUEL JOHN BROOKE-PECHELL, Bart.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Ihith.

TiiK Pechells were, for a series of generations, established

at Moiitiiuban, in the province of Lunguedoc. Their ancestor,

Jean Horace Pechel, appears to have been appointed Com-

seiller «^ la Chamhre de I' Edit y and Maitre des lieqtiestes

•The Hrui swick's proceedings between May 29 and June 12 ITJ'-l, »re

fully detailc 1 in the Nuval (chronicle. Vol. iii. pp. 2."iJ— 'J."}?. Captain

Harvey's galUutry oiid patriotism have been uuliced at p. tilJ of ui<r first

volume.

4
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ordinuires du lioi en son Hotels by a patent, still extant

dated July 0, 1579, and Bigiicd by ILnri IF.

Samuel, great grandson of Jean Horace Pechel, found an

asylum in Ireland, after tbe revocation of the edict of Nantz,

and obtained a pension fioni King William, together witij a

commission in the regiment coaimanded by Marshal Sehnm-

berg*.

The subject of this memoir is the eldest surviving son of the

late Major-Gcneral Sir Thomas Brooke-Pechell, Bart., M. P.

for Downlon, in Wiltshire, and a Gentleman of the Privy

Chamber to her late Majesty, Queen Charlotte (great grandson

of Mons. Samuel Pechel) ; by Charlotte^ second daughter of

Lieutenant-Ge.ieral Sir John Clavering, K. 15., commander-

in-chiet in India f ; mid grand-daughter of John, first Earl of

Delanarr %•

Mr. Samuel John Pkchell M'as born Sept. 1, 1785. He

• A detail of the suireriu^'s oi.dured by RIous. PeclicI, previous to his

reacliing Ireland, will be found in I'histoire de la Revocation del'Edict dr

Nantes.

t Sir ^^^\\n Claverinp, K. B., was sent out to India during,' the j,'overn-

ment of Mr. Warren Ilastiuns. Ife died at Calonttu.

X In KiOl), Thomas West, Lord Delawarr, was constituted Captain.(iene.

ral of all tiic colonies then planted or about to bo establi.died in Virginia,

wliich province, at that period, contained a much iarjrer tract of country

than at present. He went thither the aame year, and soon after laid the

foundation of Chariestown. His lordsliip afterwards publisiied " A short

relation touchiiu,' ids unexpected return home," which is still to be found

in the Britisli IMuseum.

John West, second Earl D»dawarr, a Licutenant-General in the army,

and sometime Master of the Horse to <J[ueen Charlotte, wiien aI)out to (pul

the royal honscliold, wrote n poetical farewell to tiic maids of honor, of

which tiic followln;j is the first s'anza :

" Ye maids, wlio Uritain's court bedeck,

" Miss Wrottcsley, Tyron, Beauclerc, Keck,

" Miss Meadows and Boscawen I

• " A <lismiU tale I have to tell,

" This is to bid you all farewell,

—

" Faicwell, for I am ),'oing."

N. B. The river Delaware, in North America, dcives its appellation

from the above Thomas, Lonl Dclawarr, who fell a mnrtyr to hiu noble

undcrtukin{{s.
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entered the royal navy under tlie protection of his maternal

uncle, the hitc gallant and worthy Admiral Sir John Jiorlase

Warren, Bart. G. C. B. *, with whom lie served in la Pomone
frigate, from July 19, 1790, till Aug. 1797 ; svt which latter

period he was removed to the Phcehe 44, commanded by

Captain (now Sir Robert) Barlow, whom he afterwards ac-

companied into the Triumph 74, and continued with until

appointed a Lieutenant of the Active frigate, Feb. 28, 1803.

This appointment was confirmed by the Admiralty, on the

first of April following.

Whilst in la Pomone, Mr. Pechell saw much active service

on the enemy's coast ; and in the Phcrbe he assisted at the

capture of two French frigates (la Nercide and I'Africaine),

one large corvette, three privateers, and a letter of marcpie
j

carrying altogeth'T I7O guns and 1780 men f.

In 1800, Lieutenant Pechell left the Active to join his

uncle's riag-Hhip, the Foudroyant 80, in which ho was present

at the capture of Reur-Admiral Linois, an event noticed at

p. 130 of our first volume. His advancement to the rank of

C"(»mmander took place about Mar. 1807, and on that occa-

sion he was appointed to the Ferret sloop of war, on the

Jamaica station. From thence he proceeded to Halifax,

where he was promoted by Sir J. B. Warren into the Cleo-

patra frigate, mounting 26 long 12-pounders, 2 nines, and 10

• The itnportant services rendered to his country by Sir Jolin B.Warren,

are too well known to require repetition. He possessed the sincerity of u

seaman, without any of the roughness of the old school ; and di'nlayed the

elejfance of a man of fashion, without dissipation or dujilickcy. 'I'o stranurors

he had sometimes the appi>arunce of a distant reserve j to his frioiuU his

manner was open and imprestiivc. He felt the honest amhition that iutpels

the brave, without the parade or boast of vanity : he conuHanded without

asperity ; and jraiued obedience and respect, witliout the appeanuicc »jf

terror : his courajfc proceeded from an improved mind, und «as conse-

quently uniform ; his principles were founded on the basis of ('hristian

faith, and were therefore stedlast. He died, whilst ou a visit tof^ir Richard

(i. Keats, at the Royal Hospital, (Jreenwiili, Feb. 27, 1H'J2. A njcmoir of

this exccUcnl oQicer ;ippearcd in the " Annual Biography and Obituary fur

1823."

+ Sce Vol.11. Fail I. p. IG f/ rfr?.
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twcnty-four-pouiuler carronades, with a complement of 202

men.

Captain Pechell's post commission bears date June 16,

1808. We next find him employed blockading Basse Terrc,

Guadaloupe; and, on the 2.'3d Jan. 1809, displaying very great

gallantry in an action with a French frigate of the largest

class, which had anchored under the protection of a battery

to the southward of Point Noire, where she was secured with

springs on her cable, and hawsers made fast to the shore.

Tiic action commenced within half-musket shot, and con-

tiiuied for 40 minutes before the Cleopatra's consorts (the

Jason frigate, and Hazard sloop) could arrive to her assist-

ance, when the enemy immediately surrendered, and proved

to be the Topaze of 48 guns (long 18-pounders on the main-

deck) and 330 men ; having on board 1 100 barrels of flour,

and 100 troops originally intended as a reinforcement for the

garrison of Cayenne.

The loss sustained by the Cleopatra was only 2 killed and

1 woundecl, whereas the Topaze had 12 slain and 14 wounded.

Many Frenchmen likewise lost their lives after the action,

one-third of them having jumped overboard the moment her

colours were hauled down ; but the exact number that pe-

rished when attempting to reach the shore could not be ascer-

tained. The following is an extract of Sir Alexander

Cochrane's official letter to the Admiralty, reporting the cap-

ture of that frigate :

" Captain Pechell placed liis ship in a situation to attack with udvantn^e.

and in such a manner as did credit to his intrepidity and judgment ; it

evinced also the high state of discipline and steadiness of his crew."

In addition to this public testimony. Sir Alexander Cocli-

rane offered Captain Pechell the command of the prize, as

a token of his approbation ; saying to him at the same time,

"As you have won her, you shall wear her." The high opi-

nion entertained by the Admiralty >-' the Cleopatra's action

was marked by the subsequent promotion of her first Lieu-

tenant, Mr. William Simpson.

A few days after this exploit, Captain Pechell, although

still belonging to the Halifax squadron, jouied the expedition

u\
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then proceeding against Martinique, during the siege of which

island he again distinguished himself hy working into Fort

Royal bay, previous to the surrender of Pigeon island ; thereby

cutting off the retreat of the enemy, and compelling them to

destroy all the shipping at that anchorage ; among which was

the Amphitrite, another frigate of the largest class *.

His next appointment was about Oct. 1810, to the Gucr-

riere of 48 guns, on the Halifax station ; from which ship he

returned to the Cleopatra, in July I8I1 . He was subsequently

employed off Cherbourgh, in the North Seu, and at Gibraltar.

Daring his continuance on the latter station, he made an ex-

:ict survey of the harbour of Ceuta, and drew up a plan of the

fortifications, together with remarks on the navigation of the

Gut.

In Dec. 1812, Captain Pechell was appointed to the St.

Domingo 74, then bearing the flag of his uncle, on the North

American station. A brilliant exploit performed by the boats

of that ship and her consorts, in the Rappahannock river, April

3, 1813, is thus described by his first Lieutenant, who had

followed him from the Cleopatra :

" Sir,—In pursuance of orders to proceed with the l)oats of the squadron

you did me the honor to place under my command, and attack the enemy's

vessels at the mouth of the Rappahannock, I have to inform you, that, after

rowing 15 miles, I found they were four armed schooners drawn up in a

Ihie a-head, apparently determined to give us a warnt receptittit. Notwith-

standing their formidable appearance, and the advantage they would neces-

sarily derive from mutual support, I determined to attack them; the issue

uf which h such as might iiave been expected from the bruve men you

allowed me the iionor to command, viz.

" The Arab, of 7 guus and 46 men, run on shore and hoarded by two

boats of the Marlborough, under Lieutenants (George C.) nrmstoii and

(James) Scott.

" Lynx, G guns and 40 men, hauled her colours down on my going along-

side in the St. DomMigo's pinnace.

" Racer, 6 guns and 3(} men, boarded and carried, after a sharp resist-

ance, by the St. Domingo's pinnace.

'• Dolphin, 12 guns and 98 men. The guns of the Racer were turned

upon her, and she was then gallantly boarded by Lieutenant Bishop, in the

Statira's large cutter, and Lieutenant (Matthew) Liddon, in the Maidstone's

launch.

W

A description of Pigeon island will be found in Vol I. p 710.
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" It would lie an act of uijuatice to all tliose oliicers and ineu, werii [ not

to bear testimony to their gallant aiul intrepid oondiiet; it was sueli as to

merit the highest eneoiuiuni. I herewith eiiclosi; a list of the killed anil

wounded •, and have the honor to he, &c.

(Signed) " Jamiss Polringhorne."
" The Right Hon. Sir John B. IP'arren,

Bart.K.D.S^c.Stcr

The prizes were very fine vessels, and of large dimensions for

schooners, each measuring from 200 to 225 tons. The Racer

and Lynx, under the names of Shelburne and Musquedobit, wero

afterM'ards 14-gun schooners in the British service. It is almost

needless to say that Captain Pechell's first Lieutenant was sub-

sequently made a Commander for his very dashing conduct.

In the same year we find Captain Pechell very actively

employed under the immediate orders of Rear-x\dmiral Cock-

burn, particularly at the attack on Craney Island, sind tin-

destruction of the enemy's camp at Hampton , on which latter

occasion he commanded the boats and tenders detached to

cover the landing of the troops under Sir Sydney Beckwith f.

The St. Domingo returned to England in June 1814.

Captain Pechell was nominated a C. B., June 4, 1815, as a

reward for his meritorious services ; and appointed to tlio

Sybille frigate, fitting for the Mediterranean, July 1, 182ii.

In Oct. following he proceeded thither, and was most actively

employed in the suppression of piracy, and protecting the

Ionian islands, for a period of three years, during which his

boats were frequently in action. The following are copies of

his official letters to Vice-Admiral Sir Harry Neale, Bart.,

G. C. B., reporting the capture and destruction of several

daring marauders

:

" H. M. S. Syhille, Gulfof NapoU de Romania, 5 Oct. i8'.>}.

" Sir,—I have the honor to inform you, that I received directions from

their lordships to seize and detain all armed vessels sailing under the

Cireek flag, and to conform myself in all particulars relative to the naval

service contained in the enclosed despatch from Earl Bathurst to the Lord

nigh Commissioner.

" His Excellency was of opinion, that in consequence of the recall of tin;

proclamation of the 27th May, l.y the provisional governiuent of (ireece,

• 2 killed and 1 1 wounded : the enemy had 5 slain and 1 1 wounded, one

of whom mortally.

t See Vol. I. p. 624.
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extremities might yet be avoidc.!, and re<)uestcd iiic tir»it to bo the bearer

of a letter, in which he pointed out the necessity of muiving repurutiun

on the points contained therein ; and Imvincr delivered his Excellency'd

letter, togetlier with one from myself rccapitulatin<r the points upon which

they had the alternative of niakin<r reparation to his Majesty, or of the seiz-

ure and detention of all armed vessels under the Greek ila^, and linding^

my efforts were of no avail, I directed Lieutenant (Edward) (iurdun to

proceed with the boats of this ship, and capture the armed schooners which

were then moored under the batteries of that fortress ; and when I consi-

der the strength of this important place, and the state of preparation it

is constantly kept in, being the seat of the provisional government of (Jreece,

and the reef of rocks behind which these vessels were lying-, protected and

flanked by numerous batteries on the line walls and the island, which

were all manned, too much praise cannot be given to Lieutenant Ciordon,

and those under his command, for the very prompt and decided maimer,

by which he succeeded in boarding the three schooners named in the mar-

gin *, and bringing them out under the guns of the Syhille ; and I there-

fore trust you will recommend Lieutenant Gordon to the favorable con-

sideration of their idtdships. The schooners were full of armeil men ; but

I am happy to say, that owing to the judicious arrangements made by Lieu-

tenant Gordon, no accident occurred on our side, though many lives were

lost on the other; the schooners are now on their way to Zaiito, for the

disposal of his Excellency the Lord High Commissioner, and I shall return

to Corfu to land the prisoners."

" H. M. S. Sybitle, Cataeolo, teest const of Afuren.U Oct. I82r).

" Sir,—I have the honor to inform yon, that upon receiving- intelligence

from the resident of H. E. the Lord High Commissioner, at /inte, that a

pirate mistico under Greek colours had been committing depredations upon
Ionian vessels, and had captured two, one of which was rescued by the

crew and brought to that place, I proceeded in H. I\L ship under my com-
mand, with the Medina, in »|ue8t of her, and found her at anchor with her

prize in the cove of Cataeolo. I immedately anchored the Sybillc in such

a position as would atford protection to the boats, and directed (Japtaiti

(Timothy) Curtis, in the Medina, to anchor so as to prevent the possibi-

lity of her escape into either of the rivers ; the boats of the two ships then

advanced to attack her, but found her moored in such a position as to pre-

vent their approach excent by a very circuitous, narrow, atid intrii.-ate

channel ; and as the hills which surrounded and commanded the cove were
covered with armed men, I hesitated fwr some time before \ could make up
my mind to allow their going on : but nothing could resist the gallantry

and order with which the boats approached and boarded her; and such was

• Polyxenes of 8 guns, piercjd for 12, w'th a crew of C!) men ; San Ni-
colo, lOgnns, pierced for U, »nd 73 men; imd Bella Poula, of S gnus and
37 men.
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llie rapMity with wliich tliis sprvice was pxctutpd, that notwlthstandinfj tlio

formi<?ahle position of these despprate tnen, we have heen fortunate in not

sustaining any loss ; l)ut from the confusion which ensued I should inia(,'inc

they must have suffered greatly, as only one of her crew was afterwards

furthcoming.

" I had upon a former occasion to report to you the |*allantry with whicli

Lieutenant Ciordon captured the three Greek s(;ho«)ner8 at Napcdi de llo-

inania, and hi» suhHequent conduct enabfes me to repeat all I then said of

him : th<' judjifmcnt he shewed, and the celerity with whicli lie boarded and

carried this vessel, were such as to excite universal admiration : he speaks in

the higlu'st terms of the support he received from Mr. James Inijlis, Ad-

miralty Mate, in the launcli (who has served nearly IG years), as well as of

all the officers and men under his command.

"The capture of this vessel is a source of infinite gratification to me, as

she bad hitherto eluded all our endeavours to catch her, belonging chiefly

to persons upon the coast, who having in these times no means of subsist-

ing, club together for the equipment of vessels of this description, and live

by the plunder they obtain, always ready to afford each other protection ;

and as the coast is so difficult of access, particularly the entrance of rivers

in which these vcs- Is are harboured, it is quite impossible to get at them

without landing an armed force in the midst of a hostile population, united

in their mutual defence. I have given up the Ionian vessel, her prize, to

the civil authorities at Zante, and have sent the mistico to Corfu."

" //. M. S. Syh'iUe, off Cozo di Cnndiii, 19 June, 182^;.

" I have the honor to inform you, that I proceeded to Alexandria, in

pursuance of your directions, where I learnt from Mr. Salt, H. M. con-

sul general, that a most atrocious piracy had been committed off the

island of Gozo di Cundia, upon two brit;*^ bound to Alexandria, one a

Maltese, the other a Sardinian, the cargoes of which belonged to British

merchants : there were also circumstances attending this piracy of such

enormity, that I conceived no time should be lost in proceeding to that

place, although the sloop you intended to send had not joined me.
" I arrived off Gozo on the l/th inst., and ascertained that the misticoes

were no longer there, or any armed vessel, but we saw two or three caicqiies

hauled up on the beach, which I thought should be destroyed, as there was

too much reason to believe the inhabitants had largely participated in the

piracy. The boats were sent from the ship under the command of Lieu-

tenent Gordon with orders to burn them ; but the wind became so strong

as to prevent the possibility of their pulling to windward, and I did not con-

sider the destruction of those unarmed vessels of sufficicat consof^uence to

risk the safety of the ship, as a very extensive reef runs off the N \V. point

upon which they were hauled up : I therefore recalled the boats.

" It however occured to mo that as Gozo possessed no harbour capable of

concealing the pirates, it \^as probable they had uvailcl tlieuiHclves of dome
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inlet (ii the c(tast of (Jamlia in that neiglibourhood, whirh determined mc
tornn c'ose nlon^- &linre in the day time and examine it ; accordingly, the

lollowin<jf .norning (ronndin^r (-ape Mctalla) two mistieoes were ol)served

under sail standin;( towarda iis ; ue hauled up in chuse, when one of them

ran liehiiid a point, which proved to lie an inland ; the other, tinding she

could not gain the unchorage without risk of capture, bore up and run to

leeward.

As we approached I made out at least two hinulred armed persons on

the island where I supposed was a populous village, hut ascertained from

the mate of a (Jreek schooner which came out, that the armed persons

we saw were the crews of four mistieoes, who were committing depreda-

tions upon the Turkish villages on the coast of Candia, ami were not pro-

vided with commissions from the (Ireek government : he described their

position as too strong to be attacked with boats unsupported by the ship,

and their determination to defend the vessels to the last extremity ; con-

sidering therefore how important it was to destroy such an organized band

of pirates, who professedly subsisted by plunder, T sent the master, with

the first lieutenant, in the barge, to ?ound an<l ascertain if it was possilile for

me to place the ship so as to attack them ; aiid by his report I found there

was sufficient depth of water, though not room to swing in the event of a

change of wind, or to get out again without warping ; but as the wea-

ther was particularly fine, and the breeze along shore, I conceived some-

thing might l)e done by risking a little ; and feeling anxious to put a stop

to their piratical depredations upon our merchant vessels, ami that I

could not with propriety leave them in (juiet possession of such a port,

where it would be impossible to watch or blockade lliem, I decided

upon taking the 3liip in, and she was rounded to inside the eastern

point of the island, and to windward of the rouiul rock which lies a ca-

ble's length from it, the anchor let go in 1 G fathoms, with a spring on

the cable. It was hardly down when we observed that one of the mis-

tieoes intended to esrape by the weather channel ; and liieutcnant Gor-

don in the barge gallantly dashed forward to board her, followed by

Lieutenant (Klisha William) I'upper in the launch, and Mr. John

Pyne C.\dmiralty IMate) in the yawl, supported by the two cutters and

jolly boat, commanded by Messrs. Forbes, Knox •, and Hamilton, (.Mid-

shipmen,) Lieutenant Brown, R. M., was in one of the former, <m his

way from the (Jreek schooner which he had had charge of, to join Lieutc-

iiant (iordon in the barge : the mistico could not contend against such

(letermined gallantry, and Lieutenant (Jordon succeedeil in boarding, and

carried her, in the execution of which he received three very severe wounds;

hut so destructive was the fire from behind the sto'ie walls which the pi-

rates had thrown up for their protection, that only one man in the barge

escaped, so that it was quite impossible to keep possession of her. Lieu-

;. f •

" u
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• Mr. James Maxwell Knox was killed.
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tcnniU Tupper vtm vlUo very severely wounded • at the same time, and the

boats suffered so materially as to oblige them to retreat under cover of our

guns, which kept up a heavy and well-directed tire on the island and mU-
ticoes. Having dislodged a strong party of the pirates who had taken a po-

sition behind the rocks and stone breast-works on the island, from whence

for a little time they kept up a brisk fire of musketry upon *he ship, hav-

ing also sunk two of the misticoes, and effectually crippled and disabled the

others in their masts and yards (their hulls being protected by a projectiui;

rocky point), and perceiving that the effect of our fire had been so des-

tructive to the pirates, whose dead bodies aud muskets were every where

strewed among the rocks, I conceived that nothing more could be done

;

we therefore weighed and made sail, having previously saved a marine (who

had been left in the abandoned mistico) by means of the Greek schooner's

boat, which I had detained on board during the action.

" I regret that in the execution of this service our loss has been so se-

vers ; but the discovery and destruction of these freebooters, who appear

(from the strong works they had thrown up) to have been long established

upon the island, has for some time at least made the navigation of this

part of the Mediterranean safe ; and though I lament the loss of so many
brave men, I should not have felt that I had done my duty if an attempt had

not been made to destroy them.

" It is utterly impossible to express my admiration of the gallantry and

determined bravery evinced by Lieutenant Gordon and the officers and men
placed under his command j and as I have upon two other occasions where

that officer has rendered important services to his country, recommended him

to your protection, I trust that his conduct upon this, as well as the severe

wounds he has received, will induce their Lordships to consider him dc-

lerviug of promotion ; as also Mr. John Pyne, Admiralty Mate, who com-

manded the yawl, and has passed nine years. I subjoin a list of killed and

wounded f, and a copy of the depositions I received from the consul-gene-

ral at Alexandria. I am. Sir, your obedient servant,

(Signed) " 9. J. Pechell."
" To Sir Harry Neale, Bart. G. C. B. ^c. 8fc:*

We should here observe, that in consequence of Captain

Pechell 's former recommendation, Lieutenant Gordon was

promoted by the Admiralty^/ecn days previous to the san-

guinaty ufi'air at CkinMOf on which occasion he appears to

have been most desperately wounded, two balls having passed

through, and a third lodged in his body.

The Sybille subsequently visited Rhodes, the S.W. part of

* Lieutenant Tupper died of his wounds,

t Total— 12 killed, 6 mortally, 15 (including Messrs. Williaui Edmon-

itonc and Robert Shaw Le«t, midshipmen) Mv«rely« and 9 tlightly woundad.
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the coast of Caramania, Cyprus, Alexandria, and the coast of

Syria ; after which she returned along the southern part of the

Archipelago to Malta. Whilst on the Mediterranean station,

Captain Pechell received several highly gratifying letters, of

which the following are copies :

" Revenge, Naples, 5th Nov. 1824.
" Sir,—I have received by the Otranto mail the duplicates of your des-

patches informing me of the Lord High Coramisa'nner having requested

you to abstain from farther hostilities against the Greek flag, in conse-

quence of his having obtained from the Greek government the satisfaction

which was demanded on the three subjects of complaint specifically stated

in the instructions from Lord Dathurst, of which you received a copy.
" I congratulate you on a result which is to be attributed to your judi-

cious exertions.

" I am also sensible of the gallant conduct of Lieutenant Gordon, and
the officers and men employed iu the capture of the three schooners ; and
I have recommended Lieutenant Gordon in a particular manner to the

notice of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. I am, &c.

(Signed) " H. Neale, Vice-Admiral."
" To Captain Pechell, C. B."

" Revenge, Malta, Sd March, 1825.

" Sir,—I have great pleasure in communicating to you a copy of a letter

which I have received from the Secretary of the Admiralty, enclosing a copy

of one from Mr. Wilmot Horton, expressive of the sense entertained by

Earl Bathurst of the judgment, firmness, and promptitude with which you

discharged the delicate and important duties entrusted to you in the late

discusaions with the Greek (5overnmcnt ; the Secretary of the Admiralty

expressing, at the same time, their Lordships' concurrence in the sentiments

of Earl Bathurst. I am, &(f.

(Signed) " H. Neale, Vice-Admiral."

" To Captain Pechell, C. B., Sybilk."

" Admiralty-Office, Sth January, 1825.

" Sir,—Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty a

letter from Mr. Wilmot Horton, expressing the sense which Earl Bathurst

entertains of the judgment, firmness, and promptitude with which Captain

Pechell, of his Majesty's ship Sybille, has discharged ,the delicate atul im-

portant duty confided to him in rc},^urd to the late discussions with the

(iri'ck government ; I am commanded by my Lords to transmit to you a

copy of the said letter ; and I am, at the same time, to express their Lord-

ships' concurrence in the opinion of his Majesty's Secretary of State. I

am, &c. (Signed) " J. VV. Choker."
" riet.^dmiral Sir Harry Neale, Bart. G. C. B."

*2 B 2
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" Downing-Street, 31«/ Dec. 1824.

" Sir,—Having laid before the Earl Bathurst your letter of the 27th in-

stant, enclosing copies of a despatch anu its enclosures from Vice-Admiral

Sir Harry Neale, containing an account of the adjustment of the points

which were in discussion with the Greek government, and reporting tiie

consequent release of the Greek vessels detained by his Majesty's ship Sy-

bille ; I am directed by his Lordship to request that you will express to the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the sense which his Lordship enter,

tains of the judgment, firmness, and promptitude with which Captain

Pechell has discharged the delicate and important duty confided to him. I

have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " R. W. HonroN."
" J. W. Croker Etq."

" Revenge, Malta, 3d Jusf. \82G.

" Sir,—^The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having ordered your

immediate return to England, I shall no longer have the advantage of being

seconded by your zealous and able services, which have on every occasion

afforded me the utmost satisfaction, and I cannot help expressing my con-

cern at your departure.

" It is also my wish to use the strongest terms in assuring you of the

satisfaction with which 1 have observed the high state of discipline and re-

markable efficiency of the Sybille, in all respects, but very particularly in

that of the gunnery, to the perfecting of which your exertions have been so

successfully applied.

" The state of the Sybille has, therefore, reflected great honor upon

yourself and your officers and ship's company, and has afforded an excellent

example to the whole squadron. I am, &c.

(Signed) " H. Neale, Vice-Admiral."

" To Captain Sir S. John Pechell, Bart., C. B."

. On the demise of Sir T. Brooke- Pechell, June 17, 1826, the

subject of this memoir took the additionnl surname uf

Brooke, in conformity to the will of his grandmother, Mary,

only daughter and heiress of Thomas Brooke, of Pagglesham,

CO. Essex, Esq.

Sir S. John Brooke-Pechell is the author of two very use-

ful little pamphlets, entitled '* Observations upon the Fittuig

of Guns on board his Majesty's Ships '," from one of which we

extract the following copy of a letter addressed to the coni-

mander-in-chief at Portsmouth, June 10, 1814: .

" Sir,—Having witnessed the practice of the San Domingo's crew at

their guns, and their general dexterity at hitting marks, from the guidance

and instructions so ably exhibited by Captain S. J. Pechell iu his theoreti-

cal aud practical remarks (founded principally on those of Sir P. V. Broke),
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V. HOUTON."

we are of opinion, that Captain Pechell's plan of exercise, so as to resem-

ble the roll of a ship by means of a spar in the muzzle of the jfun, is ex-

cellent, by keeping a regular motion until the man aiming hus the object

exactly on ; and with such accuracy were two shots fired by the captains of

the guns from a 12-pounder on the after part of the quarter-deck, that a

stave, the size of a spunge-head, fixed on a staff from the fore-rigging, was

struck off both times. Captain Pechell has also great merit in having ac-

complished the depressing the guns and carronades, as much as the ports

will admit, by means of chocks, described in this book. And also by as-

certaining, with the greatest precision, the elevation and depression neces-

sary ; having the segment of a circle in front of the wheel with a plumb-

line, each gun being previously laid by a spirit level, and having its scale

of degrees.

" The sights fitted on the guns are as accurate as simple, and most con-

venient from being constructed so as to lay flat, and out of the way of the

ropes when not actually in use. The disparting the carronades, as described

in Captain Pechell's plan (which is entirely his own) appears to be the only

accurate method. Our zeal for the public service will, we are confident,

sufficiently apologize for* addressing you on this subject, and we have the

honor to be, &c.

" Signed by E. J. Foote, Rear-Admiral of the White,

W.T. Lake, Capt. H. M. S. Magnificent,

John Halliday, - - Tigre,

B. W. Page, ... Puissant,

G. FowKE - - - Prhice."

" To Admiral Sir R. Bickertun, Bart., Sfc. ^c. ^c."

On the 28th of the eame month, Captain Pechell had the

gratification of receiving a letter from Sir Richard Bickerton,

worded as follows:

" Sir,—Having transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty a letter addressed to me by Rear-Admiral Foote, and the Captains

Lake, Halliday, Page, and Fowke, reporting their favorable opinion of the

method adopted by you in training the crew of the St. Domingo at the

exercise of the great guns, by means of which the seamen appear to have

attained a very unusual degree of proficiency and dexterity in firing at a

mark, their Lordships have been pleased to direct mc to express to you

their approbation of your attention to this important object, and have, at

the same time, transmitted to me for your information copies of reports

from the Ordnance, to whom your plan was referred relative thereto. I

am, &c.

(Signed) " R. Bick«rton."

" Captain Pechell, St Domingo.*'

;.:u
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The subjoined paragraph on the same important subject, is

taken from the " Hampshire Telegraph."
** In announcing' the arrival of H. M. S. Si/hHle, Captain Sir S. John

Pechell, Bart, from the Mediterranean, we have much satisfaction in al-

luding to the high state of perfection to which navnl gunneni has l)een

carried, both in that ship and in his Majesty's ship Naiad, Capt. the Hon.

R. C. Spencer, lately frotu ',he same station, between which two vessels

there has always existed an iiohorahle rivalry, highly creditable to the of-

ficers of both ships ; and !t is with great satisfaction we learn, that durin;^

the trials of skill which they have had together, under very competent

jndgfcs, no artillery on shore could exceed their accuracy and precision. It

mwst be gratifying to the lovers of our country and of our country's bnU

warhs lo know, that in these 'piping times of peace,' zealous and scientific

officers are found, who, during a short period of command, and witli

scarcely the possibility of ever bringing their superior gunnery into play

against an enemy, or of its ever being known beyond the limits of their

ships, spare no pains nor exertions to excel in a department of such vital

importance, which has hitherto been much neglected, and which still ap-

pears to many in command, not worth the trouble, if it could be attained,

during a triennial service. Probably we may be permitted to recommend

young officers to make themselves familiar with the detail of discipline and

internal economy, as well as gunnery, of these two well-organized ships,

which we can safely say, from every thing that has come to our know-

ledge, have never been exceeded in the best periods of our naval annals;

and this too has been attained by a system of leniency and indulgence to

the men, which is usually considered incompatible with the high condition

in which those !>e8t acipiaiiited with their order allow them to excel."

Previous to the Sybille being paid off, in Nov. 1826, she was

inspected by Sir George Martin, then commander-in-chief at

Portsmouth, attended by several officers; and her men were

practised at firii'x with shot, at a target placed 350 yards

from the ship, of the size of 8 feet by 6 feet ; when, of 28

long guns, 7 shot went through the mark, and of 19 carron-

ades, 6 of them struck ; all the other shot were quite close,

and must have hit the hull of a ship. The elevation of the

long guns was one degree, and of the carronades 1| degrees.

We mention this in proof of the perfection in naval gunnery

which the crew of the Sjbille had attained by the system of

training adopted by their skilful captain.

Captain George Richard Pechell, brother to the subject of

this memoir, obtained post rank in Dec. 1822.

Agent,—Sir Francis M. Ommanncy.
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ROBERT CATHCART, Esq.

A SON of the late James Cathcart, of Carbiston, in Ayr-
shire, and Pitcairly, near Auchterrauchty, Fifeshire, Esq.

This officer was born about 1/74, and he commenced his

naval career under the patronage of the late Hon. John Mait-

land, Captain, R.N., in 1785 ; from which period we find him
serving as a midshipman on board the Queen 98, Assistance

50, Southampton frigate, and Goliath, Alcide, and Vanguard,

third rates, until promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, Nov.

21, 1790.

At the commencement of the French revolutionary war,

Mr. Cathcart Avas appointed to the Raisonable 64, commanded

by the late Lord Cranstoun, at whose particular request he

was afterwards allowed to join the Bellerophon 74, a Lieute-

nant of that ship being removed by the Admiralty in order to

make a vacancy for him *.

The Bellerophon formed part of the squadron under Vice-

Admiral Cornwallis, when he effected his masterly retreat

from the republican fleet, in June 1795 f, on which occasion

that gallant veteran informed the Board of Admiralty that he

" considered her a treasure in store,'* having heard of her

former achievements, and observing the spirit manifested by

all on board, when she passed him to take her station a-head

of the Royal Sovereign.

Lieutenant Cathcart was first brought into public notice at

the ever-memorable battle of the Nile, on which occasion the

command of the Bellerophon devolved on him, in consequence

of the second Lieutenant being killed by the fall of the main-

mast, during her sanguinary conflict with I'Orient of 120

guns, bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral Brueys, whose fate

has been recorded at p. 184 of our first volume |. Observing

* Lord Craustoun resigned the command of the Bellerophon, through ill

health, in the summer of 1796, and was succeeded by Captain (afterwards

Sir Henry D'Esterre) Darby.

t See Vol. I. note • at p. 364.

X Captain Darby was wounded, and obliged to quit the deck, early in the

ui'tion ; a circumstance which w« were not aware of when writing the me-

^'tf
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that immense sliip in flames, Lieutenant Cathcart very pru-

dently gave orders to cut the Bellerophon's cable, and after

drifting some miles from the scene of action, he had the good

fortune to bring her up with the kedge, her only remaining

anchor. So great were the subsequent exertions of himself

and the surviving officers and men, that the ship, although

totally dismasted, was again ready for service, and at anchor

near Nelson, on the third day after she had withdrawn from

the line of battle *.

The gallantry, good judgment, and zeal displayed by Lieu-

tenant Cathcart, being reported to Earl St. Vincent at a time

when he was about to address the Admiralty on another sub-

ject connected with Nelson's victory, his lordship was pleased

to recommend him to the Board for promotion, in the follow-

ing terms

:

" Permit me to name i\Ir. Robert Cathcart of tlie royal navy, senior

Lieutenant of the Bellerophon, as an officer highly deserving the reward

which would have been the lot of Mr. Daniel, had he survived the action.

The wording of the Secretary's letter upon these occasions, confines the

commander-in-chief to give the commissions to those only who were first

Lieutenants at the commencement of the action ; but it appears to me that

they are the fair inheritance of the surviving senior Lieutenants."

The Earl's despatch was dated Nov. 25, 1/98, at which

period the Bellerophon was refitting in the mole of Gibraltar,

where Lieutenant Cathcart continued until the arrival of his

commission as a Commander, it having been signed and sent

out immediately after the receipt of his lordship's recom-

mendation;

From this period we lose sight of Captain Cathcart until his

moir of his services. The death of the Bellerophon's tirst Lieutenant has

been noticed at p. 656 of Vol. II. Part II.

• The Bellerophon, being very close to I'Orient, was set on fire in seve-

ral places, and very great exertions were required to extinguish the flames.

In drifting along the rear of the Frencli line, she received a broadside from

the Tonnant 80, and a few distant shot from the Heureux 74. Her loss

amounted to 49 killed, and 148 wounded. The wreck that floated about

Aboukir bay in all directions appears to have been very serviceable to

Lieutenant Cathcart : spars, and many articles necessary for the re-equip-

ment of the ship, being picked up and converted into jury-masts, &c. &c.



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1808. W
appointment to the Seagull brig, of 16 guns, in which vessel he

made a most gallant defence against a Danish 20-gun brig and

six heavy gun- boats, continuing the fight, under every disad-

vantage, until she was actually sinking. The following are co-

pies of the official letters concerning this truly noble action :

•' Namur, at the Nore, Sept. 17, 1808.

"Sir,— The enclosed letter from Captain Cathcart, commander of

his Majesty's late sloop Seagull, came to my hand by post this day. It

is possible my Lords Commissioners may already have received an account

of his very gallant defence by some other channel ; but as I tliink the ac-

tion, though unfortunate, does honor both to the naval service and the

country, I cannot refuse myself the pleasure of making the communication,

lest by any accident such gallantry should not be made public. I have the

honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " Thomas Wells, Vice-Admiral."

" To the Hon. IF. IV. Pole."
" Christlansand, Norioaj/, June 20, 1808.

" Sir,—I beg leave to acquaint you, that in his Majesty's sloop Seagull,

under my command, yesterday at 2 P. M., the Naze of Norway bearing

W. N. W., distant seven or eight leagues, I discovered a brig in-shore, run-

ning to the eastward, and immediately made all sail in chace of her. At

half past four, came within gun-shot and hoisted our colours, which she

answered by displaying Danish colours, and opening her fire on the star-

board side. At this time, from a fresh breeze at W. S. W,, it became

nearly calm, and we were obliged to use our sweeps, in order to get betvvceu

her and the shore. At five, arrived within musket-shot of the enemy, and

commenced action ; most of our sweeps, at this time, shot away, and great

part of the rigging. We now discovered several gun-boats coming towards

us, which had been previously concealed behind the rocks ; and it being a

perfect calm, their commanders had every advantage they could wish ia

placing them. They took their position on each quarter, every shot raking

us, whilst the brig had the same advantage on the larboard bow A t 6.30,

five of our carronades were dismounted on the larboard side, and s'' cral of

the officers and crew killed and wounded. Every effort was used to get the

Seagull round, so as to bring the starboard guns to bear, but without effect

;

our sweeps being all shot away, the gim>hoats hulling us every time they

fired, having five feet water in the hold, and all our sails and rigging cut

to pieces. At 7-30, from the sinking state of the vessel, the great slaughter

made by the gun-boats, and not having the least prospect of escam^ljM^^

sidered it an indispensable duty, for the preservation of the sur^M^^n-'
cers and men, to order the colours to be hauled down. I have the satisfac-

tion to acquaint you, that there was scarcely sufficient time to remove th<)

wounded out of the Seagull, before she sunk. The force opposed to her

was the Danish brig of warLougen, mounting 20 guns (18 long IS-pound-

.1-V
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crs and 2 long sixes) ; six giin-boats, most of them carrying 2 Ijtig 24-

pounders, and having from 50 to 70 men eacli. The action was fought close

to the mouth of Christiansand harbour *.

" I cannot speak in terms adetiuale to the deserts of every officer and

man under my command on this trying occasion. I received that support

from Mr. Hatton, the first Lieutenant, I had every reason to expect from

his general good conduct ; and the other ofticers and crew liave my warmest

thanks for their cool and steady behaviour: I consider it a duty I owe to

them to add, that British valour was never displayed in a more striking

manner than on this occasion, opposed as they were to so very superior a

force.

" The enemy must have suffered very considerably, but I have not been

able to ascertain to what extent. Several of the Danes, including the car-

penter of the Lougen, perished on board the Seagull, so precipitately did

she go down. I herewith send you a list of our killed and wounded f.

(Signed) *' R. Cathcart."
" To Fice-Miniml Wells, Sfc. Sfc."

Captain Cathcart was detained as a prisoner in Norway un-

til Oct. 1808, and tried by a court-martial for the loss of his

sloop, Nov. 21, in the same year, on which occasion he de-

livered the following address in behalf of his officers and

crew.
" Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Court.—It was the greatest plea-

sure of my life having had the honor to command so brave and determined

a set of officers and men, by whose very great zeal and intrepidity I was

enabled to defend H. M. brig so long against so very superior a force. I

feel it to be my duty, and iu doing so the greatest gratification, to say,

that to the able and gallant support of the first Lieutenant, Mr. Hatton, I

am particularly indebted ; and I do trust that he will be duly rewarded for his

meritorious conduct and very severe sufferings, for which I recommend

him in the strongest manner possil)Ie.

" I also feel the greatest satisfaction in bearing testimony to the cool

and determined good conduct of the other officers during so severe an ac-

tion, wherein one-third of the ship's company were killed and wounded ;

• The Seagull mounted 14 twenty-four-pounder carronades and 2 long

sixes, with a complement of 94 officers, men, and boys—66 persons less

than the Lougen.

t The second Lieutenant (Abraham Harcourt White), the master, and

G men killed. Captain Cathcart, the first Lieutenant, boatswain, and 17

men (one of whom mortally) wounded. A^. B. The Seagull was after-

wards weighed by the Danes, and added to their navy.
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and I therefore beg leave to recot Tiend them in very high terms for that

promotion their services merit.

" For the crew I can only say, that a braver and more determined set of

men never met ; and I feel much pleasnre in certifying before this honor-

able court, their cool, steady, and uniform good conduct ; those who have

suffered from their wounds I recommend most strongly to the protection

of their country.*'

Superfluous as it may appear to repeat the decision of the

honorable tribunal to whom this address was delivered, we
cannot refrain from inserting a copy of the sentence :

" The Court, pursuant to an order from the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, dated Nov. 10, 1808, proceeded to inquire into the conduct

of Robert Cathcart, Esq. commander of his IMajesty's late sloop Seagull,

and such of the officers and company of the said sloop as were on board

her at the time she was captured by a Danish brig of war, and a detach-

ment of gun-boats, off the harbour of Christiansand. The Court, after

having duly weighed and considered all the circumstances attending the

capture of the said sloop, are of opinion that Captain Robert Cathcart,

throughout the action, behaved with the most cool and able judgment

;

and, by not leaving the deck until twice severely wounded, with the most

determined resolution and courage ; and that he did not strike the Seagull's

colours until she was totally unable to make the smallest further defence.

The Court doth therefore adjudge Captain Robert Cathcart to be moat ho-

norably acquitted, and he is most honorably acquitted accordingly.

" The Court cannot but express the highest approbation of the conduct

of Lieutenant Villiers Francis Hatton, who, although most dangerously

wounded, continued to give his support and encouragement to the last ; as

well as of the noble and steady behavior of the other officers, and the crew

of the Seagull, during so sanguinary and unequal a conflict—a circumstance

which, while it reflects the highest honor on them, does no less credit to

the discipline of the King's sloop ; and the Court doth therefore most

honorably acquit Lieutenant Hatton *, the officers, and crew ; and they

are most honorably acquitted accordingly."

Sir Joseph S. Yorke, president, on returning Captain

Cathcart his sword, congratulated him on the decision

of the court, which, he said, had "placed on record as

gallant a defence of a British vessel as the numerous pages

ofour naval history afford.\ Ifeelflattered^* added that ho-

norable and worthy officer, " in being the organ of the courtf

which unanimously returns you a sword that has been so ho-

norably worn and used."

.'»('

''''.:i

Made a Post-Captain in 1812.
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Immediately after his accjuittal, Captain Cathcart had the.

further gratitieation of receiving a post commission, dated

back to the day of his gallant action ; and as an additional

mark of their lordships' high approbation of his gallant con-

duct, the survivors of the Seagull's crew were subsequently

sent to join the Ganymede, a 26-gun ship, of which he ob-

tained the command about Sept. 1809.

Towards the close of 1810, Captain Cathcart was appoint-

ed to the Alexandria frigate, mounting 26 long twelves, 10

twenty-four-pounder carronades, and 2 long sixes, with a

complement of 212 oificers, men and boys. His last exploit

was that of driving the U. S. ship President, commanded by

Commodore Rodgers, from her cruising ground, thereby pre-

serving a valuable fleet of British merchantmen from being

captured, and adding greatly to his professional reputation.

On the 19th July, 1813, being off the North Cape, in com-

pany with the Spitfire, a ship-sloop rated at 16 guns, Captain

Cathcart fell in with Commodore Rodgers, who had proceed-

ed thither for the purpose of intercepting a convoy, which he

had been informed would leave Archangel about the middle of

that month. The President, when first discovered, was ac-

companied by the Scourge, a large American schooner pri-

vateer, of 10 guns and 120 men. But notwithstanding the

enemy's great superiority. Captain Cathcart immediately gave

chase, and used every possible exertion to close with him dur-

ing a pursuit of more than 91 hours*. Commodore Rodgers,

however, effected his escape, and afterwards had the effront-

ery to declare that he had been chased from his station by a

line-of-battle ship and a frigate. The following contradictory

statement was addressed to the Editor of the " Star," Dec.

9,1813:
" Sir,—Having read in the Star of the 16th ultimo, an official letter from

that redoubted naval hero (that modern Bobadil) Commodore Rodgers,

giving a detail to the Secretary of the navy of the United States of his last

cruise, where, amidst other essential services rendered by him to his coun-

• From 2-30 P. M. July 19th until 10 A. M. on the 23d.
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try, he states " that being off the North Cape on the 1 9th July, just as he

was in momentary expectation of falling in with an English convoy, an

enemy's Hne-of-battle ship and a frigate made their appearance, and that

not being able, owing to the haziness of the weather, to ascertain their

character with precision, he stood towards them until he could make out

what they were, then hauled his wind, &c." I beg through the medium of

your paper to state a few fixcts relative to this circumstance, which, if ever

they happen to meet the eye of this braggadocio, I hope will teach him a

little more modesty in relating, as well as discernment in ascertaining the

force of ships he may meet with, before he runs away and presents to the

world such a disgraceful narration of absurdity and falsehood as is contained

in his letter, at which his own countrymen will blush. Ou the I9th July,

the day stated by Commodore Rodgers, it is very true he fell in with two

English men-of-war,—that they chased him 90 hours is also true, and that

they were brought quite as near as desirable no one who reads the Com-
modore's letter can be inclined to doubt ; but here the truth of his story

ends: for these ships which the Commodore's fears had magnilied, likeFal-

staff's men in buckram suits, into a line-of-battle ship and a frigate, hap-

pened to be his Majesty's ship Alexandria, Captain Cathcart, one of the

smallest, and certainly the very worst sailing frigates in the navy, and the

Spitfire of 18 guns. Captain Ellis. These two ships chased IMr. Rodgers

more than 90 hours ; Captain Cathcart cut away his anchors, and did

every thing possible to get up with the President, but without success, for

the noble Commodore had the heels of him. If this letter had any thing

for its object beyond exposing the barefaced and unmanly falsehood thus

asserted by Commodore Rodgers, too much could not be said on the spi-

rited and dashing conduct of Captain Cathcart, whose gallant efforts ou

that occasion rendered a service to the commercial interests of his country

that can never be forgotten, or too highly appreciated. Amongst his ad-

mirers I have the honor to rank myself, as also amongst his friends ; but I

write this letter unknown to him: and that Comm( dore Rodgers may not

altogether contemn the humble name of Darby Alt.en, he may be assured

that the writer of this letter is of equal rank to b'mself, in a much smaller

ship than the President, but would be very happy to have an opportunity of

making himself known to him. I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

(Signed) " Darby Allen, R. N."

The President's force has been described at p. 315 of this

volume. When the immense superiority she possessed is

taken into consideration, this will appear one of the most de-

termined efforts to fulfil the duty of a British officer that has

ever been recorded.

Captain Cathcart married, in 1814, Catharine, second

i

ii
-I

fc
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daughter of Henry Wedderburn, of VVedderburn and Hhk-
hill, N. B. Esq. His eldest brother. Major Cathcart of the

19th dragoons, died in 1810.

-Joseph Dufaur, Esq.Jlgtnt.-

ROBERT ELLIOT, Esq.

A NATIVE of Ro .burghshire, N. B. and brother to Major-

General Henry Elliot.

This officer was born in Oct. 1769 ; and he appears to have

entered the navy in 1781, under the patronage of Captain (af-

terwards Rear -Admiral) Thomas Lenox Frederick, with whom
he first went to sea in the Diomede 44, which ship was actively

and very successfully employed on the North American sta-

tion until the cessation of hostilities in 1783 *.

After passing his examination for a Lieutenant (1788), JNIr.

Elliot accepted a commission in the Swedish marine, promo-

tion at home being unattainable by any one destitute of par-

liamentary interest. Some of the 4)attles in which he bore a

part have been briefly noticed at p. 292 et seq» of our first

volume.

At the conclusion of the war between Gustavus and Catha-

rine, Mr. Elliot returned to England ; and in July 1793, we

find him appointed senior Lieutenant of the Savage sloop of

war. He subsequently served as first of the Greyhound fri-

gate ; and towards the close of 1796, obtained the command
of the Plymouth hired lugger, in which vessel he captured two

French privateers and several merchantmen, one of the for-

mer mounting 14 guns, with a complement of 55 men. His

promotion to the rank of Commander took place Feb. \4,

1801.

During the remainder of the French revolutionary war,

Captain Elliot commanded the Good Design armed ship, at-

tached to the Egyptian expedition ; and his name appears

in the list of ofiicers who were presented with gold medals by

* A bioji^phical memoir of Rear-Adtniral Frederkk will be found iu tli<!

Naval Chronicle, Vol. XXXVII, p. 2G5 et seij.
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the Turkish government, as an acknowledgment of their me-
ritorious conduct whilst employed on that memorable service.

He returned home from the Mediterranean in Feb. 1802.

Captain Elliot's next appointment was, about April 1804,

to the Lucifer bomb, then on the Downs station, but after-

wards forming part of the squadron sent against Constanti-

nople, under the orders of Sir John T. Duckworth, whom he

also accompanied to Alexandria, in the spring of 180/. On
his return from that place to Malta, he hoisted the flag of Sir

Alexander J. Ball, whom he assisted in carrying on the port

duties at Valette, until he received a post commission, dated

June 27, 1808, appointing him to the Porcupine 24 ; in which

ship he was actively employed on various services for up-

wards of five years. During the winter of 1813, we find him

commanding the Surveillante frigate, on the north coast of

Spain.

Although Captain Elliot has not been so fortunate as to

have any opportunity of particularly distinguishing himself,

yet we can safely aver that he has ever been a most active

and^zealous officer, meriting and obtaining at all times the

approbation of the Admiralty, and of every superior under

whom he more immediately served. He married Ann, daugh-

ter of Andrew Hilley, of Plymouth, Estj., by whom he has

three children. His only son, Robert H. Elliott, is a Mid-

shipman, R. N.

Agents.—Messrs. Stilwell.

felt;

M\

; found iu tli<i

CUTHBERT FEATIIERSTONE DALY, Esq.

We first find this officer serving as senior Lieutenant of the

Arrow sloop, Captain Richard Budd Vincent ; from one of

whose official letters we make the following extracts relative

to the destruction of 1'Actif French privateer, unde the island

of Fano, iX the entrance of the Adriatic, in June 1804 ;

" I kept plying to windward, and observed a great number of her crew

on shore upon the cliflTs, all with musketH, and others carrying arms and

ammunition from the vessel to the shore : the privateer l>eing hauled close

to th« beach, under a cliff, with colours and pendant flying, nioorod with
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I :

three anchors, and a hawser from the mast-head to the tlift'al)ovc h^r. and

her guns pointed to the sea. This disposition induced inc to attPinpt

cutting her out. Ahout half-past two (P. INI.) I hrought the Arrow t-j aii

anchor within gun-shot, and sprung her hroadside to the shore ; tlion sent

the boats armed under Lieutenant C F. Daly, with orders to brinfriier out

;

hut, very soon after they put off, grape and musket-shot were fircti iit

them, both from the privateer and the shore. I then supported tlie boats

by a brisk fire from the Arrow, and Lieutenant Daly succeeded in boanl-

In:; the privateer, cut her adrift, and would have brou<,fht her out, itut lier

rudder being unhung and ashore, she soon after grounded v.ithin pistol-shot

of the lieach. I judged it therefore expedient to set her on fire, by which

she was totally destroyed. She was a tartan, mounting 4 lontr guns, with

!;bout 74 men, and rowing 24 oars ; a new vessel, fitted out at Leghorn,

and had done some mischief.

*' I cannot but express the very high sense I entertain of the comlnct of

Lieutenant Daly, the officers, and men employed in the boats on this occa-

sion, for their spirited resolution in boarding the privateer, amidst a heavy

cross fire from that vessel, the cliffs, beach, and houses. I have to lament

the loss of Mr. Thomas Palltrson, master's-mate, and one seaman killed ;

also several wounded, one of whom is since dead."

The Arrow's heroic defence against two hirge French fri-

g.ites, on lier return from the Mediterraneun, has been fully

described in our memoir of Captain Vincent. We subsequently

find Lieutenant Daly accompanying Sir Home Pophaiu to the

Cape of Good Hope, in the Diadem 04 ; and on the surrender

of that colony, he appears to have been sent home with des-

patches in the Seahorse transport. His promotion to the rank

of Commander took phice April 10, 1806.

We now lose sight of Captain Daly until June 1808, at

which period he commanded the Comet, an 18-gun ship-sloop,

on the north coast of Spain, where he performed a very im-

portant and hazardous service, as will be seen by the following

copy of an official letter from the officer under whose orders

he was then serving :

" //. M. S. Cossack, off at. /1ndero,Junp 25, IHOK.

" My Lunn,—The hut opportunity I had of writing to your lordship, I

acquainted you of my intention to go to St. Andero immediately, to ati'orit

every assistance in my power to the loyal inhabitants, and bring off any

British subjects that might wish to como away, in the present imeertuiii

state of the country, as I had intellig<>ncc that the French frigate in Passage.

accompanied by several gun-boats, was expected to make a descent on that

part of tlio coast. Owing to the strung easterly winds, aud lung calms, I
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did not pet there till the 2 1st. The iignal-post displayed a flafif of truce,

which was answered by both ships. The captain of the port, Don VinceiUo

Taniino, came on board : lie told us the French iirniy was soon cx|>ccteil

to make an attack on the pass in the mountains that ^uarde<l the appronch

to the town ; and he invited us to anchor in Sanlcnoro bay (which we<lid at

f) P. M.) : but until he had made his report to the bislutp, who was the pre-

sent governor, he wi&hed us not to land. No boat returnini? by one oVIoi-k

tiie next day, I concluded that some sudden attack or unexpected event must

have taken place. In the afternuon a brig came out of the harbuur full of

people of all descriptions, who had left tlio town on the report that the

French were advancinsf. I immediately jjot under weigh, and sent Captain

Daly, of the Comet, up the harbour, to gain some confirmed inteHi;;ence,

and should the report prove true, to recoimoitre the fort, and fmd out

where the principal magazine wa:i, and, if possible, to destroy it. Uetweeu

8 and ii P. M., Captain Daly returned with certain information, that the

French army had gained the pass, halted only u few miles from the town,

and were expected to enter it that mglit or next day.

" Captain Daly also made every possible observation, and had himself

spiked the guns in two forts near the town ; he likewise requested permis-

sion to go and destroy the magazine, and the guns in the forts that guani

the entrance of the harbour. I should certainly have sent the boats that

night, l)ut the great chance of their being taken by surprise, should the

enemy adva:>cc, and the night bi;ing very dark and sr|ually, with every ap>

pearance of bad weather, made me defer it till the next morning : at day-

light we stood into the bay, and manned un<l armed two b«)atR from each

ship, under the onlers of Captain Daly, who was accompanied by Liftute-

nant Herbert, of the Cossack, Lieutenant Read, K. M., and several of the

younger olhcers, who all volunteered their services : they left this ship soon

after six o'clock, and landed about eight ; spiked all the guns in fort St.

Salvador de Ano, and fort Scdra, wedging shot in the chambers of them, by

which they arc rendered quite usv'lei>ii. 'l'h*> magazine was at some little

distance, and had 5(K) wholo barrels of powder in it, besides quantities of

other stores, all of which was completely destroyed, great part by throw,

ing it over the cliflt into the sea, leaving sutiicient to blow up th*- maga«

zine : the train was laid for a considerable distance, and it was let otT ubout

ten o'clock, which instantly lcvelle<l tlie wlnde building to the ground.

Finding some more powder in fort .S-dr.t, atrain was laid to it, which took

ellect, and blew part of the guard and store-houses up \ the two other f<irta

on the west side of the bay they could not attempt, iv^ the surf was so high

it was impossible to land; and to walk round was too far from the boat^, as

they had not a moment to spare, having heard, liclore lliey net tiro to the

first train, that the French had entered the town, and expecting that a »trong

iTuard would immediately be sent t«» the forts. The boats left the shore l»y

eleven o'clock, and hiul just got round the point of d«- Aau when a consi-

derable body of French dragoons appeared on the hill, and took pu«t ucur

suiMt. r.viir I. 2 c

'' •



386 POST-CAPTAINS OP 1808.

the smoking ruins of the mairazine. I am sorry to say, Captain Duly and

Lieutenant Read were both much scorched, in setting fire to the last train

;

particularly the latter officer: but I am happy to find that his eyes are safe,

and that he is doing well. Captain Daly speaks in high commendation of

the zeal and exertion of every officer and man employed with him. 1 have

the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " George Dk,by."
" To Admiral Lord Gainbier."

The service for which Captain Daly obtained post rank, is

thus described by himself, in a letter to the same noble Ad-

miral, dated at sea, Aug. 11, 1808

:

" My Lord,—On the 9th instant, I left Gijon; and, at half-past eight this

morning, being in lat. 45°38'N. and long. 5o 4' W., I observed three

strange sail N. N. E. At nine, I distinguished them to be a corvette and

two men-of-war brigs. Having Itoistcd the private signal, their not answer-

ing it induced me to conclude they were enemies.

" In the face of so superior a force, I thought it most prudent to con-

tinue my course under all sail, as by altering it they might be inclined to

chase me. I am happy to say that by so doing the enemy were so far in-

timidated as to tack, and make all sail from me to the N. N. E. At noon,

the corvette, having much outsailed her consorts, tacked and stood to the

southward. I now carried all possible sail in chase of the two brigs, and,

at half-past three, the headmost tacked and passed mo to windward about

two guns' shot distance ; at tive, the other brig hoisted French colours, and

began to engage me with her stern-guns. At 20 minutes after, having got

within pistol-shot of her, I commenced close action, which she sustaitied

for twenty minutes ; when, being much disabled, she hauled down her co-

lours, and proved to be la Sylphe (commanded by Mons. Louis Marie

Clemont, capitaiue de fregate, and a member of the legion of honor),

mounting 16 twenty-six-pounder carronades and 2 long nines, with a com-

plement of 98 men • • • ». Her consorts, who so shamefully deserted

her, were the Diligente, of 22 guns and 140 men, and Espidgle of 18 gims

and 100 men : they had left POrient two days before, having each a quan-

tity of flour on board ; and I have reason to believe they were bound to

Martinique *.

" 1 am happy to saj^, no person belonging to H. M. sloop under my

command was hurt, but her main and main-top-masts were badly wound-

ed, and her sails and rigging cut t>

" I beg leave to recommend to your lordship's notice. Lieutenant Tom-

* The Espi^gle wa.s soon afterwards captured by the Sybille frigate.

\ La Sylphe had 7 killed and 5 wounded.
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kinson, first of the Comet, for his zeal and activity in this contest; aiultu

represent that the conduct of every oflicer and the ship's company, th.' hit-

ter chiefly consistinjj of new raised men, was such as to merit my hiirhest

approhation. I have the honor to ho, 8<cc.

(Signed) " C. F. Daly."

Captain Daly's post commission bears date Aug. 18, 1808.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.
ii *

;utenant Tom-

PHILIP PIPON, Esq.

Served part of his time as a midshipman under the com-

mand of that blunt old sailor, and worthy man, the late Ad-

miral T. M. Russell ; by whom he was employed on a very

delicate mission at Aux Caves, St. Domingo, in Feb. 17^)2 *.

From this period we find no mention made of Mr. Pipon

until Aug. 21, 1801 ; when his gallant and judicious conduct,

in a dashing boat affair, was thtis noticed by the present

comptroller of the navy :

" Fisffard, off Fermi, Aug. 21.

" Sir,—I bcRto inform you, that last night the boats of II. iM. ships Fis-

gard, Diamond, and Boadicca, attacked the enemy's vessels lyini;^ in the

harbour of Corunna, and succeeded in bringing? out El Neptuno, a new

ship, pierced for 20 jjuns, belonging" to his Catholic INIajesty ; a gun-boat,

mounting one long 32-pounder ; and a merchant ship. These prizes wore

moored within the strong batteries that protect the port, and so near them

that the sentinels on the ramparts challenged our people, and immediately

commenced a heavy fire ; but they were towed out with a degree of cool-

ness and perseverance that does infinite credit to the officers and men ; and

can only be equalled by their conduct throughout the affair. I should

he very glad, if it were in my power to do justice to the merits of Lieute-

nant Pipon, who directed this enterprise with the most becoming spirit and

address. Ilis sticccss will, I trust, sufficiently recommend him to your ap-

probation, and the notice of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. I

have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " T. B. IMaiitin."

" To the Hon. Admiral CnrnwnllhV

Lieutenant Pipon was promoted to the rank of Commander

• See Vol. I, p. 142. N. B. Captain Pipon, then serving as u n>idslii|)-

man of the Diana frigate, is the officer who was sent." to receive the order

for Lieutenant Perkins's pardon and delivery."

2 c 2
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April 29, 1802 ; and appointed to the Kite brig, shortly after

the renewal of hostilities, in 1803. By reference to p. 44, of

this volume, it will be seen that that vessel formed part of the

squadron under Sir James Saumarez, at the bombardment of

Granville, in the month of Sept. following. Captain Pipon

subsequently commanded the Rose sloop of war, on the

Channel station. His advancement to post rank took place

Sept. 17, 1808; on which occasion he appears to have been

appointed to the Daphne of 20 guns.

During the ensuing five years. Captain Pipon was princi-

pally employed in the Baltic ; and at the conclusion of the

war we find him commanding the Tagus frigate, on the South

American station. The capture of la Ceres French 44, by

that ship and the Niger, oflF the Cape de Verds, is thus offi-

cially described

:

" H. M. S. Niger, at sea, Jan. 6, 1814.

" Sir,—I acquaint you, for the infurinalion of the Lords Coininissioners

of the Admiralty, that haviiij^ made the island of St. Antonio yesterday

mornintr, for the purpose of correcting my lon^tude previous to the ships

parting company, wliich were bound to Maranhain, a strange sail was dis-

covered a-head. I immediately gave chase ; II. M. ship Tagus in company.

She was soon made out to be a frigate, and we had the pleasiuo to And

that we mere gaining upon her : at day-light this morning, we wore not

more than a mile and a half distant ; at half-past seven, they took in stud-

ding sails, and hauled to the wind on the starboard tack, finding that we

had the advantage before it. The Tagus being to windward, Captain Pipon

was enabled to open his fire first, which was briskly returned by the ene-

my, who had hoisted French colours on the Tagus shewing hers. After

exchanging a few broadsides, the French frigate's main-top-mast was shot

away, which rendered her escape impossible ; and as If. M. S. yndcr my
command was coming up, any further defence would only have occasioned

a useless sacrifice of lives, they fired a broadside and struck their colours.

On taking possession, she proved to be la Ceres, French frigate, of 44 guns

and 324 men, commanded by the Baron de Bougainville, out one month from

Brest on her first cruise ; she is only two years old, copper-fastened, and

aails well. I should not do justice to the Baron if I omitted stating, thai

during the long and anxious chase (in which we ran 238 miles), his ship wvii

manceuvred in a masterly style. I have sent Lieutenant (John) Mantoii,

first of this ship, in charge of the prize, who Is a deserving otiiccr. I have

the honor to be, &c.

- (Signed) "

*' Tu y'loe-Admlral Divon, ^c. ^c, ^c.^ Rio Janni'o."

P. Rainier
"
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Captain Pipon's subsequent interesting cruise in the South

Seas has been fully described at pp. 95—104 of this volume.

His last appointment was, April 4, 1824, to the Britannin, a

first rate, bearing the flag of Sir James Saumarez, commander-

in-chief at Plymouth.

^gent.— M'= Inerheny, Esq.

GEORGE PIGOT, Esq.

Tub paucity of our information respecting this officer, and

the circumstance of his having obtained post rank in conse-

quence of the glodous death of another gentleman, with whose

history we are well acquainted, induce us to give an outline

of the naval services of the latter, whose short life was spent

in endeavouring to promote the welfare of his country, and the

happiness of his friends. We allude to the late

CONWAY SHIPLEY, Esq.

Son of the Rev. William D. Shipley, M. A., Dean of St.

Asaph (and grandson of the late liishop), who was born at

Llannerch Park, in Denbighshire, Aug. 14, 1782*.

At the recommendation of Earl Spencer, he was placed un-

der the care of Captain (now Sir Thomas) Pakcnham, of the

Invincible 74, on the eleventh anniversary of his birth-day ;

and in the memorable battle of June 1, 1794, he gave earnest

of his future reputation, by displaying traits of courage that

would have done honor to any boy, however much his seniorf.

In Jan. 1796, Mr. Shipley was removed, by desire of his

* A memoir of Cnptain Shipley's venerable father vvill be found in the

" Annual Biography and Ol>itiiory for 1827."

t As some of our critlcul friends will prol)ably say that Mr. Conway

Shipley was too younj^ to be of any service on such an occasion, and shouhl

therefore have been sent from the scene of death anfl carnnpc ; we sliull

meet their objection l>y asserting, that even the commands of bis captain

were insufficient to keep hint below, as he always contrived to retiira upon

deck, and was at length allowed to cnntinue there, which he persisteil in

doing even after he had been knocked down bjr the boadle)*» body of a man
fiilling upon him.

i,i. I
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noble patron, from the Invincible to the Phoebe, a fine frigate

commanded by the present Sir Robert Barlow, who, as we
have already stated, was then considered the first man in the

service for proper attention to the young gentlemen under

him ; and to whom the subject of this memoir always acknow-

ledged himself indebted for the chief of his professional

knowledge.

The excellent qualities both of his head and heart very soon

made Mr. Shipley a great favorite with Captain Barlow, who,

in a letter to the Dean, his father, written after the capture

of la Nereide French frigate *, says, " your son behaved very

spiritedly indeed in the action ;—you know he is an old

warrior."

We need scarcely add, that Mr. Shipley saw much active

and severe service in the Phoebe, for no ship was ever more un-

remittingly, and we may say successfully employed against

the enemy, than that frigate whilst commanded by Sir Robert

Barlow : it will therefore be sufficient to state that he served

the remainder of his time as a Midshipman in her, and that

when he went to pass for a Lieutenant, his worthy Captain

informed Earl Spencer by letter, " that he was perfect in

every branch of his profession, and only wanted experience

to be one of the best officers in the navy."

In 1800, Mr. Shipley received his first commission as a

Lieutenant, on which occasion he was appointed to the £n-

dymion frigate, commanded by Sir Thomas Williams, whose

entire confidence he very shortly gained ; and from the period

of that officer's removal into the Vanguard 74, we find him

serving under Captain (now Sir Philip C.) Durham,'until the

peace, or rather truce, of Amiens ; when, being very eager for

promotion, he gladly accepted an offer the late Rear-Admiral

Totty made him, to go to the West Indies; and accordingly

proceeded thither as a passenger on board the Saturn 74, and

as a guest at the Admiral's table.

, The Saturn sailed from Spithead, Dec. 13, 1801 ; and in

• See Vol. II, Part I, p. 46. Mr. Conway Shipley was then little more

than 15 years of age.
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INfar. 1802, Mr. Shipley was appointed junior Lieutenant of

that ship, then at Martinique, from whence he returned to Eng-
hind in the month of July followini?, The cause of his sudden

departure from the Leeward Islands will be seen by the fol-

lowing private letter from another officer of the flag-ship :

—

" If the public reports have not already informed you, your surprise

will be ffreat on receivinjf a letter from me, dated at Spiihead, after having

informed you very lately that we expected to remain some time longer in

the ^^'est Indies.

" NVould to God we had remained there for years, rather than that the

melancholy circumstance which has caused our return had happened ! In

that climate even, so inimical to English constitutions, I should have felt

myself happy, so long as I continued under the patronage of Admiral

Totty. By the blessing of God, I there enjoyed a perfect state of health,

although daily hearing of the death of some of my brave shipmates, most

of them cut off in the prime of life. In the midst of this mortality, the

Admiral, having been on shore for a few days while the ship was painting,

was attacked by the fever, and hoping that the fresh air at sea might bene-

fit him, he returned on i)oard, and ordered the Captain to get under weigh.

We cruised a day or two off the island, when the Admiral finding his end

fast approaching, arranged the public affairs, and appointed a Commodore
in the bay. On the 24th May, we sailed for England, and in a day or two

we heard the joyful news that the Admiral was mending considerably, and

that there were some hopes of his recovery ; but Providence, alas ! ordained

it otherwise ; for on the 2d of June, death seized upon its prey, and his no-

ble spirit fled to the realms of bliss, to receive that reward his numberless

virtues deserved."

In this manner did Great Britain lose one of her bravest and

most zealous officers, society one of its greatest ornaments,

and Lieutenant Shipley a sincere friend and patron. The re-

mains of Rear-Admiral Totty were interred in the garrison

chapel at Portsmouth, attended by all the commissioned

officers at that place ; the Port-Admiral and Lieutenant-Go-

vernor acting as chief mourners.

Notwithstanding Lieutenant Shipley's health had been

greatly injured by the baneful climate of Martinique, we find

him, on the renewal of hostilities, in 1803, proceeding to the

same station with strong reconnnendations from Earl St.

Vincent, Lord Bridport, and several other distinguished cha-

racters, to the late Sir Samuel Hood, whose regard and aflfec-

tion he also soon won, and retained to the day of his death.

I'St*^

'
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By that excellent judge of merit, he was in a short time pro-

moted, and appointed to command the St. Lucia schooner

(rated as a sloop of war) , in which vessel he captured several of

the enemy's privateers, and rendered such other service to the

British trade as obtained him the public thanks of his Commo-
dore, bywhom he was subsequently appointed to the Hippomc-

nes, formerly a Dutch corvette, pierced for 18 guns, but mount-

ing Only 14, with a complement of90 officers, men, and boys.

On Captain Shipley's removal from the St. Lucia, the whole

of that vessel's crew were so desirous of following their youth-

ful commander, that scarcely a dry eye was to be seen among

them, as he descended the side. If there was any one part

of his character as an officer more remarkable for its merit

than another, it was the peculiar art of gaining the affection

and respect of all under his command.

On the third day after his appointment to the Hippomencs,

Captain Shipley captured a French frigate-built privateer, of

36 guns and 240 men. This exploit, which, considering the

enemy's vast superiority, reflects the greatest possible credit

on him for his zeal and gallantry in pursuing her, cannot be

better described than in his own modest letter to Commodore
Hood ; wherein he carefully abstains from attaching the least

praise to himself, but at the same time reports the spirited

conduct of a brother-oflicer in a manner becoming an inge-

nuous British sailor :

—

" H. M. sloop Hippomenes, Mar. 29, 1804.

"Sir,—I have the honor to acquaint you with the capture of I'Egyp-

tienne, French privateer (formerly a republican frigate), mounting 3(5 guns,

twelves and nines, commanded by Mens. Piaciard, and having 240 men on

board, on the evening of the 27th instant, after an arduous chase of fifty-

four hours, and a running fight of three hours and twenty minutes, by his

Majesty's sloop under uiy command, for she struck the moment we fairly

got alongside of her. I feel much pleasure in saying, the officers and men

behaved with that coolness and intrepidity inherent in Englishmen ; and

had the enemy allowed them a fair trial alongside, I am convinced her su-

perior force would not have availed them mtich •••••. The slight

resistance she made, I can only attribute to the fear of being as severely

beat as she had been four days previous by the Osprey, who killed 8 of her

men, and wounded 19 ; and whose gallantry astonished them •. Mr. John

• See Captam Fhancis Auou3tu3 CoLtiER, C. B.



POST-CAPTAINS OP 1S08. 393

Lloyd, Master's-Mate, is the only person hurt, and he hut slightly. I hnve

further to inform you of the recapture of the Reliance, of Ijondon, taken by

the above frigate.

(Siifned) " Conwat Shipley."

Mr. James, in tlie second edition of his " Naval History,"

states, that the complement of the Hippomenes had been

made up, ** partly of draughts from other ships of war; that is,

by freeing each of them of a certain number of skulkers, raw

hands, and incorrigible rogues, and partly of foreign renc-

gadoes." We have already shewn that Captain Shipley had

not commanded this motley crew a sufficient length of time

for him to become acquainted with their real character ; and

the example set him l)y other gallant commanders, on similar

occasions, must siirve as his apology, if one should be re-

quired, for anticipating " the prowess that wovild have been

displayed by his men, had the enemy possessed courage

enough to put it to the test ;" their subsequent dastardly con-

duct, as already described in our memoir of Captain Kenneth

Mackenzie, is a sufficient corroboration of Mr. James's state-

ment respecting thcni*.

The Hippomenes formed part of Commodore Hood's squa-

dron at the capture of Surinam, in May 1804 j and the landing

of Brigadier-General Maitland's division oftroops, at Warappa
creek, appears to have been effected " under the able superin-

tendence of Captain Shipley " f ; who was shortly afterwards

made post into the Centaur 74, her former captain having

been selected to carry home the despatches announcing the

conquest of that colony. It will be seen by reference to our

memoir of Sir Murray Maxwell, that the fortress ofNew Am-
sterdam was surrendered to the British on the 5th May,

1804 ; and it is worthy of remark, that a commission advanc-

ing Captain Shipley to the command of la Sagesse, a French

frigate taken at St. Domingo, was signed by the Admiralty on

the 4th of the same month, one day previous to his promotion

by Sir Samuel Hood. The former was an act of private

friendbhip on the part df Earl St. Vincent, when about to rc-

• See James, Vol. Ill, p. 390 et acq,

t See Vol. IT. Part II, p. 900.

I
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tire from ofiice ; the latter a just reward for his services in the

St. Lucia and Hippomenes. The Patriotic Society at

Lh)yd's also voted him a handsome sword (for the capture of

I'Egyptienne), which is still in the possession of, and will, no

doubt, be carefully preserved by his family.

On joining la Sagesse, at Jamaica, Captain Shipley found

that ship in very bad repair, and the yellow fever causing

dreadful mortality amongst her crew. He, however, took

charge of a valuable fleet then about to sail for England ; and

after a very tempestuous passage, during which the frigate

was with great difficulty kept afloat, arrived at Spithead early

in 1805.

We regret that it is not in our power to obtain the Ports-

mouth paper in which a paragraph appeared expressing the

gratitude of the crew of a West Inuiaman that foundered in a

heavy gale whilst under the convoy of la Sagesse. On this oc-

casion. Captain Shipley, who never pressed his officers to en-

ter upon any service of danger, flndingthiit no one volunteered

to go to her assistance, ordered a boat to be lowered, jumped

into it himself, and by great exertions rescued the whole of the

crew. This noble and disinterested action was of itself sufti-

cient to stamp his character for humanity and intrepidity ; he

was often heard to declare that he derived more satisfaction

from it than from any other act in his life ; and, indeed, what

could have been more gratifying than the reflection of having

saved, at the risk of his own existence, the lives of so many of

his fellow creatures.

La Sagesse being paid off in consequence of her very de-

fective state. Captain Shipley was next sent to command the

sea fencibles at Tralee, in Ireland, where he continued until

the autumn of 1806, notwithstanding every endeavour to ob-

tain more- active employment. At the latter period, he was

appointed, through the recommendation of Earl Spencer, to

the Comus, a new ship, mounting 32 guns, with a comple-

ment of 145 men.

Towards the close of the same year. Sir Samuel Hood ap-

plied f( r the Comus to be attached to a squadron then under

his orders, and about to sail on a cruise between Madeira and
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the Canary islands. Captain Shipley accordingly left St. He-
len's, in company with his excellent friend, on the 1st Jan.

I8O7 ; and was soon afterwards despatched to Mogadore, with

permission to cruise as he pleased, after effecting the object of

his mission.

A more decided proof nf the esteem and regard of Sir Sa-

muel Hood could not have bten given ; and although Captain

Shipley had not the good fortune to make any capture of par-

ticular importance, his exertions to distress the enemy were

by no means unavailing.

After cruising about six weeks on the coast of Burbary, the

Comus proceeded to the Canary islands, where she intercept

ed several Spanish merchant vessels. In Mar. 1807, we find

her boats attacking six brigs in the Puerto de Haz, the whole

of which were captured and brought out, although moored

close to the beach, and defended by the cross fire of three

land batteries. She subsequently liad a smart rencontre with

some gun-vessels in the Gut of Gibraltar, but was not able to

cut any of them off in their retreat to Algeziras. The capture

of an armed felucca, in the port of Grand Canaria, by a small

party belonging to the Comus, will be more fully noticed under

the head of Captain George Edward Watts, whose admirable

conduct on that occasion was worthy of the highest panegyric.

On his return to England, in July, 1807, Captain Shipley

found himself appointed to la Nymphe frigate, then about to

join the expedition destined against Copenhagen ; and during

the operations in that quarter he was actively employed cut-

ting off the communication between Holstein and Zealand,

on which service he underwent much mental and bodily fa-

tigue, occasioned by his unwillingness to entrust the ship, in

such an intricate navigation as that of the Great Belt, to any

other pilot than himself. He was also indefatigable in his

endeavours to obtain fresh provisions for the sickly part of la

Nymphe's crew j and often exposed himself to great risk in

the furtherance of that object. On one occasion, having

landed with a flag of truce, he was suddenly surrounded by a

party of French soldiers, and with difficulty effected his

escape. On another excursion of the same nature he owed

i
='
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his safety to the good offices of a female servant, who in-

formed him that her master, notwithstanding his manifold

professions of friendihip, had sent for the military to arrest

him.

On the 23d Dec. 180/, Captain Shipley sailed from Ports-

mouth, with an expedition boimd to the coast of Portugal,

under the orders of Sir Charles Cotton. The fleet having been

dispersed in a gale, while passing the bay of Biscay, la Nyniphc

was sent from the mouth of the Tagus to Madeira, in search

of the missing transports, with instructions to escort such as

she might fall in with'to Gibraltar. Captain Shipley, how-

ever, found none until his arrival at the latter place, from

whence he proceeded with them to the Vice-Admiral, who

directed him to assume the command of the squadron sta-

tioned in shore to watch a Russian force, then moored off Lis-

bon, under the command of Admiral Siniavin *.

We now approach the fatal period which closed Captain

Shipley's short but highly honorable career.

Whilst at anchor off the bar of Lisbon, the lamented subject

of this memoir spent a great portion of his time in adminis-

tering to the comfort of the Portuguese emigrants who suc-

ceeded in escaping from French tyranny, and threw themselves

upon the mercy of the British
;
giving them up his cabin, and

affording them every accommodation in his power. This,

however, was not the only object that engaged Captain Ship-

ley's attention, for his mind was principally bent on cutting

out the Carlotta, a fine frigate of 44 guns ; and he accordingly

embraced every opportunity of obtaining information respect-

ing her situation, the manner in which she was guarded hy

night, and on other points connected with the enterprise in

agitation. Not satisfied with the intelligence received from

others, he twice rowed up the Tagus, accompanied by his

brother, the present Rev. Charles Shipley f, and reconnoitred

every part of the river, from fort St. Julicn to the anchorage

• See Vol. I. note f at p. 431 eltfq.

t Mr. Charles Shipley hnd taken a cruise in the Comus for the benefit

of his health ; and embarked in la Nyinphc for the same purpose, when

she returned from the Baltic.
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above Bclcm, a castle situated on the northern bank, near

which was also lying the Gavotte, a large brig mounting 22

guns, and, as Mr. James says, witli a complement of '* 150

men ," At length, deeming it practicable, he resolved to

attack the frigate on the night of April 22, 1808, provided the

wind was favorable—the other requisites, tide and darkness,

he knew would be in his favor.

Imitating the example of Sir Edward Hamilton at Porto

Caballo, Captain Shipley determined not to trust the manage-

ment of so important an expccfition to any one but himself,

although he meant the honor of success should belong to

Captain Pigot, who then commanded tjic Blossom sloop of

war, and whose boats were to assist in the enterprise.

On the night appointed, Captain Shipley, accompanied by

his brother, pushed off from la Nymphe, in a 6-oared gig, and

was immediately followed by seven boats, containing upwards

of 100 volunteer officers, seamen, and marines. To dibtin-

guish friends from foes in the dark, each of the sdlors had u

piece of white cloth in the shape of a crescent sewed upon the

right sleeve of his jacket : Captain Shipley himself was distin-

guished by a white handkerchief bound round his arm by Mr.

Charles Shipley, a few minutes before the enemy opened tlieir

fire.

At ths time of starting, the wind was blowing very fresh

down the river ; but as the boats approached lielem castle, it

suddenly died away, and Captain Shipley's intention of at-

tacking the frigate was for this reason ah)ne abandoned.

Ui)on consulting with the comnumder of the Blossom, who
was in a 5-oared gig, Captain Shipley determined to make an

attempt on the Gavotte, whose exact position he had ascer-

tained when taking his last view of the Carlotta ; and as the

tide ^as still flowing, he directed the boats to remain sta-

* According to Mr. Juincs'H account, the brig was tliu sole object of ut-

livck. That gentleman also inforniH his readers that two uoMUcccHiiful

attempts were made to obtain possession of her previous to the attack hi

which Captain ShipU'y fell. Sec M/i*. ///*/. 2d edit. vol. 6, p. ft!) et »eq

The remainder of hi» statenicnt will be found todiiFer in some degree witb

our own, on the accuracy of which, however, wo confidently rely.

11

m
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tionary until the turn thereof. Unfortunately, the heavy

rains which had recently fallen in the interior caused tlie ebb

tide to make much sooner after slack water than he could

possibly have been aware of, and consequently with greater

strength than it had done when he last rowed up the river.

Knowing that some gun-boats were constantly stationed

near the Gavotte, and concluding that she would be alarmed

by them before the whole of the British force could reach her;

convinced also that the crews of the two gigs would be suffi-

cient to keep the enemy's night guard in check until the re-

mainder of the detachment came up, Captains Shipley and

Pigot immediately agreed to give way and commence the

attack, leaving their respective followers to board the Gavotte

in succession ; la Nymphe's on the larboard side, and the

Blossom's on the starboard. The grounds upon which this

agreement was founded, were distinctly and repeatedly men-

tioned in the hearing of every officer and man ; and the event,

as far as the largest boats were concerned, fully justl^ed its

prudence and discretion.

On her arrival within two or three hundred yards of the

Gavotte, Captain Shipley's gig was hailed by the enemy's

gun-vessels, which he answered with the greatest coolness,

in their own language, and thereby prevented them from

giving an instant alarm. Presently, however, a heavy fire of

musketry, and afterwards of great guns, was opened by the

enemy, notwithstanding which the gig dashed on until she

reached the Gavotte's larboard bow, as had been agreed upon

with Captain Pigot.

The enemy's brig was surrounded with boarding nettings,

and Captain Shipley had nearly reached the top of one of

them, when a fatal ball passed through his head, and he fell

backwards into the rapid stream. It was afterwards ascer-

tained that he had also been wounded in the body, by the

thrust of a pike or sabre.

His brother's fall being noticed by Mr. Charles Shipley,

that young gentleman immediately jumped back into the gii;,

and by calling out ** Save your Captain," induced the cox-

swain and his five companiions to return also, and push off in

search of their beloved coiiimander.
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At this moment, la Nymphe's barge with 20 men, com-

manded by her first Lieutenant, Mr. Richard Standish Haly,

hooked the G?votte*s main-chains, which the bowmen let go

again upon observing the gig shove off, and at the same time

fancying they were ordered to do so likewise. La Nymphe's

launch, under the command of Lieutenant Thomas Hodgskinn,

was now within a cable's length of the brig ; but the time that

was unavoidably lost by the boats getting foul of each other,

and the rapidity of the tide, then running at the rate of

" seven knots an hour," rendered it impossible to renew the

attack with any prospect of success. Lieutenant Haly, how-

ever, did not relinquish the attempt imtil he had sustained

some loss, one of his boat's crew being killed, and a midship-

man and one marine wounded.

Captain Pigot, ignorant of the death of his commanding

officer, until he returned on board la Nymphe, assigned the

following reasons for not boarding according to the above-

mentioned agreement :—that he did not understand he Mas to

do so before the other boats came up—that his gig not being

so well able to make way against the tide as Captain Shipley's,

induced him to keep nearer the opposite shore—and that,

when he did approach the Gavotte, he found that all the boats

had fallen down the river, and therefore concluded that the

intention to attack her had been abandoned. Captain Shipley,

on the other hand, adhering most strictly to what he consi-

dered a well-understood agreement, and only anxious that

the two gigs should support each other, continually encou-

raged his men to pull strong, that Captain Pigot might nut be

left destitute of his assistance.

With respect to what happened immediately after Captain

Shipley's unfortunate death, no blame whatever can be as-

cribed to Lieutenants Haly and Hodgskins, the senior oiliccrs

then present. We know that Mr. Charles Shipley, whose un-

bounded affection for his brother had prompted him to share

the manifest dangers of such an enterprise, has always pub-

licly declared that it is to be attributed to himself alone;

because, not being a naval officer, ( " nor even belonging to

the naval profension," ) the moment he saw the gallant Con-

i
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way fall, the distant chance of saving a life so inexpressibly

dear to him, was his first and paramount consideration

—

compared to this the whole world was then to him as nothing.

If, therefore,he had notjumped back into the gig, the bargemen

would have immediately boarded ; and as they would have

been seconded in good time by 30 more from la Nymphe's

launch, the issue could not have been doubtful.

Thus perished, in his 26th year, an officer of the most in-

trepid courage, united with superior talents, firmness, and the

greatest presence of mind. The sincere regret evinced by

every one for his untimely, though glorious fate, is a proof

how much he was beloved. On hearing of his death, the

whole of la Nymphe's crew shed tears. Sir Charles Cotton,

in a public letter to the Admiralty, says, " I feel extreme re-

gret at the painful necessity of thus recording the death of

Captain Shipley, who was a most excellent, brave, and highly

meritorious officer." Sir Samuel Hood wrote to Mr. Charled

Shipley as follows :
—" No one knew his worth as an officer

better than myself; the friendship I held for him was un-

bounded, and his loss has filled me with the deepest regret.

He appears to the last to have borne his truly gallant and

amiable disposition." Sir Robert Barlow says, " When 1

assure you, I have ever experienced much gratification in

having contributed to form so excellent a public and private

character as your departed brother, you will believe I sym-

pathise most feelingly in the sorrows of his dearest relations

;

and in the public regret for the loss of an hero, who has fallen

in the pursuit of a most glorious career." Captain (now Sir

George) Eyre endeavours to console Mr. Shipley by saying,

" I do not indeed know a young man in our profession, whom
we could have looked forward to with such fond hopes as to

your poor brother. The concern I feel I catniot easily ex-

press
J and I assure you that the same sentiment is more

general than in any instance of the kind I can recollect, for

he was universally beloved and respected." Sir Thomas
fVilliams expresses his belief that, " had it pleased the

Almighty to spare his life, he would have added greatly to

the laurels he had so early and so conspicuously won ; for,

with a feeling and an amiable disposition, he possessed an
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intrepidity of mind that would have led him on to the most

daring enterprises/* Earl ^Spencer describes his death as

" an event which at once deprived the country of a young

officer so well qualified to do it distinguished service, and his

family of orjp whose professional merit must have reflected

on them so much honor."

We cannot close this memoir without first stating that

the ships commanded by Captain Shipley were always re-

markable for their high state of discipline : the management

of the great guns was a part of the service he particularly ex-

- rcised his men in ; and he expressed the highest satisfaction

on hearing the manner in which the Comus, with a crew

entirely of his own making, behaved at the capture of a

Danish frigate, soon after he left her to join la Nymphe *.

He never inflicted punishment until he had consulted his

pillow ; nor omitted any opportunity, if the weather was fa-

vorable, of reading prayers on the Sabbath to his people.

He was himself an excellent practical sailor and navigator

;

he read and spoke French fluently, and was well versed in

history. > Such were his natural acquirements, that had he

followed any other profession, he must have distinguished

himself in it. What might not his country, have expected

from Captain Conway Shipley ?

On the day after the unfortunate enterprise near Belem,

Mr. Charles Shipley wrote to General Junot, requesting he

would order the remains of the deceased hero to be searched

for, and sent on board la Nymphe, in order that those honors

might be paid to them which were due to so much worth and

excellence. No notice being taken of this letter, the unhappy

brother then wrote to Admiral Siniavin, who immediately

promised to meet his wishes if possible. The contrast be-

tween the conduct of the French and Russian commanders is

great, and speaks for itself; the generous endeavours of the

latter, however, were ineffectual.

Captain Shipley's body floated ashore between Pciras and

Passo d'Arcas, on the 3()th of the same month. VMicn

picked up, the sword was still hanging to his wrist, and the

white badge fast round his arm. A handsome monument,

• Sec Captaiu GEonr.E Edward Watth.

StiPPL. PART I. 9 U
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with an appropriate inscription, was subsequently erected near

his grave, under the directions of Vice-Admiral Berkeley *.

EDWARD WOOLLCOMBE, Esq.

Nephew to the late Vice-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, K.B.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1802, promoted to the rank of

Commander, June 6, 1804 ; and posted into the Belleisle 80,

flag-ship of Sir Alexander Cochrane, at the Leeward Islands,

Sept. 29, 1808.

Captain WooUcombe commanded the Ulysses 44, at the re-

duction of Martinique, in 1809 ; and was subsequently ap-

pointed to the Circe 28, in which frigate he captured the

Lovely Lass, American privateer schooner, of 5 guns and 60

men, near Jamaica, May 15, 1813.

This officer married, April 16, 1818, the only daughter of

Alderman Walker, of Exeter , and died in that city, about

Dec. 1824.

HON. FLEETWOOD BROUGHTON REY-
NOLDS PELLEW.

j4 Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath.

Second son of Admiral Viscount Exmouth, G. C. B., under

whom he distinguished himself at the capture and destruction

of the Dutch shipping in Batavia roads, Nov. 27, 1806 f

.

Although then acting Captain of a frigate, his commis-

sion as a Commander was not confirmed until Oct. 12, 1807^

at which period he was still extremely young. The follow-

ing is a copy of his official letter reporting the capture of a

Dutch corvette and Indiaman, and several other ^^essels, &c.

near Samarang, Aug. 31, in the latter year

:

* Captain Pigot was appointed by Sir Charles Cotton to succeed the

late Captain Shipley in la Nyraphe, and his post commiv''' appears to

have been confirmed by the Admiralty on the 17th Sept. toiiuwing.

t See Vol. I. p. 223.

•^ va,,^4:_
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" //. M. S. Psyche, off Java, Sept. 3, 180/.

" Sir,—I have the honor to acquaint you, that proceeding in the execu-

tion of your orders of the 18th June last, H. M. ships Psyche and Caroline

reconnoitred the port of Sourayhaya, on the 29ih Aug. ; and l)y a ship from

Batavia-'<captured the following day) ascertained the situation of the ene-

my's line-of-hattle ships, which are still inactive there, and represented as

being in too bad a state to admit of repair.

" As our success in a great measure depended on the intelligence the

enemy might receive of our appearance on the coast, not a moment was

lost in proceeding to Samarang, off which port the Psyche was enabled

to anchor at midnight, the Caroline having previousljL parted company in

chase by signaU At day-light I weight and stood into the road, when the

boats were despatched, under the direcloD of Lieutenant Kcrsteman, as-

sisted by Mr. Charles Sullivan, to attack and bring out the enemy's vessels

there : this service was completely effected, in a manner highly creditable

to the officers and men employed on it ; the boats having taken possession

of, and towed out from under a heavy lire from the batteries, an armed

schooner of 8 guns, and a large merchant brig. The early part of the

morning had discovered to us two ships and a brig at anchor outside ; and

from one of them having the appearance of a ship of war, not a doubt was

to be entertained of their being enemies. To be ready to take advantage

of the first setting in of the sea breeze,, the captured vessels were destroyed

;

and before noon H. M. ship was clear of the harbour in chase of the enemy,

whose vessels had weighed and stood to sea.

" I soon had the satisfaction of finding that the good sailing of H. M.
ship afforded me a fair prospect of closing with the ship of war ; and at

3-30 P. M., finding us fast coming up with them, they all bore up, and ran

on shore about 9 miles to the westward of Samarang, opening, at the same

time, a well-directed fire on us, which, on our anchoring in 3 fathoms, was

very smartly returned, though apparently without much success ; as the shoal

water prevented my closing as near as I wished. In a few minutes, how-

ever, the largest ship struck ; and at 4-30, as I was preparing to hoist the

boats out, with an intention to attempt taking possession by boarding, the

ship of Mrar surrendered ; the brig shortly afterwards fired a broadside, and

hauled down her colours. They proved to be the Resolutie armed merchant

ship, of 700 tons, with a valuable cargo, having on board the colours and

staffof the23d European battalion in the Dutch service; and the Ceres, a

remarkably fine brig, in the Dutch Company's service, of 12 guns and 70

men, a month from Batavia, under the cottvoy of the Scipio corvette, of

24 guns and 150 men: the latter sustained very considerable damage,

many shot having passed through the hull ; her rigging was much cut, and

her commander mortally wounded. I am happy to add, that they were all

got afloat the same night without injury, by the persevering activity of my
officers and men.

(Signed) " Fleetwood D. U. Pellew."
" To Sir Edward Pellew, Uarl. iVc Sfc. Hfc."

2d 2
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The annihilation of the Dutch naval force in the Indian seas

is thus described by Sir Edward Pellew, in a letter to the

Madras government, dated Dec. 15, 1807

:

" Having sailed from Malacca on the 20th iilt., we arrived with the squa-

dron named in the margin • oflf Point Panka, at the eastern extremity of

Java, on the 6th instant, with the troops embarked on board them. The

Fox reconnoitred Batavia on the passan;e, where a brig only was lying in

the roads. The shoal water prevented the line-of-battle ships from pro-

ceeding beyond Sedaye, about 10 miles up the harbour on the right, from

whence, in conjunction with Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart, commanding the

troops, I sent a commission under a flag of truce, consisting of Captain

Fleetwood Pellew, Captain Sir Charles Burdett, of H. M.SOth regiment,

and Mr. Locker, my secretary, to treat with the commandant of the Dutch

naval force for the surrender of the men of war, lying at Griessee in a dis-

mantled state. On their arrival at that place, Mr. Cowell, the Dutch Com-
modore, thought fit to detain the boat, and place them in arrest, contrary

to the established law of nations, sending information to that purport by

one of his own officers, and absolutely refusing to accept of any conditions

for the surrender of the ships. The following morning, having lightened

the Culloden and Powerful, the whole squadron proceeded up to Griessee,

cannonading a battery of twelve 9 and IS-pounders, at Sambelangan, on

the island of Madura, the hot shot from which hulled several of the ships,

but providentially struck no person on board them, and was soon silenced.

The battery of Griessee fired but a few shot, also without effect. On the

approach of our squadron, the gentlemc^n of the commission were removed

to Souraybaya, about 15 miles distant ; but having represented to the go-

vernor and council of that settlement, to which Griessee is subordinate, the

unjustifiable conduct of the Dutch commodore, they were released the fol-

lowing day, and accompanied by a deputation on their return, to express

the concern of that government (disclaiming all concurrence in this violent

measure), and to receive the terms upon which a final arrangement should

be made.
" The affair being thus settled without further difficulty, the men of war

named iu the margin were burnt on the evening of the 1 1th instant ; they

having been scuttled previous to the Dutch commodore's desertion of

Griessee f. The two former were very fine ships, but by great neglect were

• Culloden 74 {flag-ship). Captain George Bell ; Powerful 74, Captain

F. B. R. Pellew ; Caroline 36, Captain Henry Hart ; Fox 32, Captain the

Hon. Archibald Cochrane j Victor 18, Captain Thomas Groubc ; Sama-

rang 18, Captain Richard Buck ; Seaflower 14, Lieutenant William Fitz-

William Owen; and Jaseur 12, Lieutenant Thomas Laugharne.

fRevoIutie, 7^gun ship; Plato, of similar force; Kortenaar, sheer-
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eonsidenbly wanting in repair : no other man of war was fouml in the har-

bour. The grenadier company of H. M. 30th regiment took possession of

Griessee, and with a party of artillery has efl'ectuaily destroyed tlie guns,

military stores, &e. in the garrison ; the naval stores were destroyed by a

division of seamen landed from the squadron. The battery of Sambelangan

has, agreeable to the terms of the treaty, been destroyed by the Dutcli, and

since inspected by the commanding oflicer of artillery. This service has

completed the entire destruction of the naval force of Holland in the East

Indies, the previous successes of H. M. ships having deprived them of

every other man of war in their service on this station. The defenceless

state of the ships now destroyed, which lay on shore alongside the hulk,

their guns being landed, and the batteries being unequal to oppose the lire

of the squadron, did not alFord a sufficient opportunity to exercise the

united naval and military forces employed on this service ; but the difficul-

ties which have been surmounted in bringing up the ships to Griessee, have

called forth that active zeal and perseverance which is highly creditable to

the exertions of the respective captains and commanders, and every person

on board."

Captain F. Pellew was promoted to post rank Oct. 14, 1808

;

at which period, we believe, lie conmianded the Cornwallis

- frigate, of 50 guns, on the East India station ; where he con-

tinued until after the final reduction of Java, in 1811. His
" able and spirited conduct" at Samanap has already been

described, in our memoir of Captain George Harris, C. B. *

On the 20th Jan. 1813, Captain Pellew was appointed to

the Resistance of 46 guns, then employed in the Mediterra-

nean ; where a court-martial was shortly afterwards assem-

bled to try seven of his crew, for a breach of the 19th, 20th,

and 21st articles of war, and two of the same culprits for a

breach of the 22d article also. After several adjournments,

the prisoners were all found more or less guilty, and four of

them sentenced to death, the others to be severely flogged

;

" but a doubt having arisen in the mind of the court on points

of \a,v^ as to the mode of proceeding, though not as to the

facts proved against the mutineers," their judges were of

hulk ; Rustoff, Indiaman, of 10(K) tons, pierced for 40 guns ; and a large

transport.

Captain Pellew then commanded the Phaeton frigate. See p. 2SH el

seq. of this volume ; and at p. 2I>0 make the following correction :—last

line but one, /or • insert a J.

M*
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opinion, " that no part of the sentence should be carFied into

execution until the minutes of the proceedings should have

been submitted to competent law authority for decision." A
copy of the sentence will be found in the Naval Chronicle,

from which work we make the following extract * :

" The subject of reference w&s, the right of the court to proceed after

an interruption in their ineeting/rom dai/ to day, as required by act of par-

liament ; such interruption (arising from tempestuous weather) having

been imavoidable. The act expressly says, that ' the proceedings of any

court-martial shall not be delayed by the absence of any of its members,

when a sutEcient number doth remain to compose such court.' Now a

sufficient quorum did not remain on board the Hibernia to compose a

court, therefore the proceedings were unavoidably delayed. It appears

that the only official decision made known on this case has been, a letter

from the secretary uf the Admiralty, notifying that the culprits having been

pardoned, the reference to the crown lawyers became unnecessary. This,

in our humble judgment, is an erroneous, not to say slovenly mode of dis-

posing of the case : the specific law remains undefined ; the samr * glorious

uncertainty' is left to puzzle any succeeding court under similar circum-

t>tances ; and the same variety of opinion is left to prevail among naval

men. Perhaps the suggestion implied by this notice of the unsettled case

in question may have a due and salutary effect."

On the 5th Oct. 1813, Captain Pellew assisted at the cap-

ture of a French convoy lying in port d'Anzo, the particulars

of which service are given at p. 423 et seq. of Vol. II. Part I.

The Resistance was paid off at the comn;v,ncement of 1814.

Captain Pellew's last appointment was, Aug. 25, 1818, to

the Revolutionaire 46, fitting for the Mediterranean, from

whence he returned home, June 15, 1822. He married, June

5, 1816, Eliza Harriet, daughter of the late Sir Godfrey Web-
ster, Bart. ..

jigent,—J. P. Muspratt, Esq.

JOHN HALSTED, Esq.

Third son of the late Captain William Anthony Halsted,

R. N., by Mary, only daughter of Charles Frankland, Esq.,

nearly related to the ancient Yorkshire family of that name f.

• See Nav. Chron. vol. xxx, p. 319 et seq. ; and vol. xxxii, p.335.

+ The Halstcds are descended from a highly respectable family, long

settled m the county of Buckingham.
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This officer was born at Gosport, co. Hants, in 1/6^ ; and

at the early age of eight years we find hiin embarked on hoard

the Jersey of 60 guns, commanded by his father ; whom he

had the misfortune to lose, at New York, in 1778.

Mr. John Halsted was then removed to the Amazon 32,

Captain M. Jacob, under whose care he remained until that

ship was paid off, in the course of the following year. He
subsequently served as a midshipman on board the Blenheim

98, Captain (afterwards Lord) Duncan ; Princess Royal, of

the same force, Captain Jonathan Faulkner ; Queen, another

second rate, flag-ship of AdmiralJohn Montagu, commander-

in-chief at Portsmouth ; Ganges 7^) successively commanded
by the Hon. James Luttrell and Sir Roger Curtis, Bart.

;

Hebe frigate, Captain Edward Thornbrough ; Perseverance

36, Captain Isaac Smith, on the East India station ; Crown

64, Captain Robert Manners Sutton ; Brunswick 74, Sir R.

Curtis ; and Queen Charlotte first rate, bearing the flag of

Earl Howe ; by whom he was made a Lieutenant, and ap-

pointed to the Suffolk 74, in Sept. 1793 *.

A few months after his advancement. Lieutenant Halsted

again sailed for the East Indies ; Captain Peter Rainier, of the

Suffolk, having been ordered to hoist a broad pendant as

commander-in-chief on that station. During the operations

against Ceylon and the Spice Islands, the Commodore en-

trusted him with the command of 100 seamen serving with

the troops on shore j and on their return to Madras, in Mar.

1797* promoted him to the command of the Swift sloop,

which vessel he gave up at the request of his patron, who was

anxious that he should assume the government of the naval

hospital, then newly established at that place, having wit-

nessed with great satisfaction the salutary measures he adopted

when landed in charge of the sick at Amboyna.

• The Amazon formed part of the squadrou under Lord Howe, when

that officer prevented M. d'Estaing, with a very superior force, from pass-

ing the bar at Sandy Hook. When discharged from that ship, Mr. Halsted

was placed at school, where he continued until i 7B2, at which period he

joined Captain Duncan, and proceeded with him to the relief of Gibraltar.

The Blenheim was Lord Howe's second, and bad several men killed and

wounded in the subsequent action off Cape Spartel.

UA

'111- '

i?/,

*-'''<l

iti-Jl.



4()8 POST-CAPTAINS OF 1808.

Shortly after this appointment, the government of Bengal

determined to send an expedition against Manilla, in conse-

quence of which Captain Halsted was ordered to proceed to

Calcutta, and there take the command of the Vulcan bomb, a

vessel purchased and fitted for that service. The enterprise,

however, was abandoned before the armament left Prince of

Wales's island j and in Nov. following, he was appointed to

succeed the Hon. George Murray in the Heroine 32, the lat-

ter being removed by the Admiralty to the Crescent frigate,

on the Cape station ; but as that officer had some private

affairs to scuttle in India, Captain Halsted exchanged with him

at the particular request of Rear-Admiral Rainier, and lost no

time in proceeding to join his ship, the commander-in-chief

having charged him with despatches for Europe, to be for-

warded from the Cape.

On his arrival there. Captain Halsted was informed that Rear-

Admiral Pringle had sailed for England, with his flag in the

Crescent ; and as an opportunity offered, he felt it his duty

to follow with the despatches, which he delivered at the

Admiralty in June, 1798 ; when, to his great mortification,

he found that instead of confirming his post commission, the

Board would only grant him the rank of Commander from the

date of his arrival.

Captain Halsted was next appointed, in 1804, to the Lord

Nelson, defence ship, on the Downs station ; and, in 1807, he

accepted the situation of principal agent for transports in the

expedition destined against Copenhagen ; but was again un-

fortunate with regard to his promotion, owing to the Captain

of the Fleet having failed to report his meritorious conduct

on that extremely arduous service, for which neglect Sir

Home Popham was very justly censured by the Transport

Board, and also by Lord Gambler.

Captain Halsted subsequently proceeded to Gibraltar, and

was very activelyemployed until after the Convention ofCintra,

when he at length received a post commission, dated Nov.2i,

1808. In the following year, he gave up his appointment as

agent for transports ; and towards the close of 1810, we find

him commanding the Bellerophon 74, bearing the flag of

Rear-Admiral Ferrier j with whom he continued, in that ship
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and the Scarborough, on the North Sea station, till the com-
mencement of 1814 ; from which period he regulated the im-

press service at Gosport until the final cessation of hostilities,

in 1815. Whilst thus employed, he had the honour of kiss-

ing hands on being introduced to the Prince Regent and his

august allies, during their visit to the fleet at Portsmouth, an

act of reverence which he was afterwards most graciously al-

lowed to perform, as one of the deputation sent over from

Gosport, with an address to our beloved Monarch, when his

Majesty first visited the former town after his accession to

the throne.

The subject of the foregoing memoir married Miss A. Fow-
ler, by whom he has issue two sons and one daughter. The
eldest, Lawrence William, holds a commission in the 87th

regiment of foot ; the youngest, George Anthony, is a. Lieu-

tenant, R. N. *

1^

GEORGE CHARLES MACKENZIE, Esq.

This ofl&cer was one of Vancouver's midshipmen, in the

Discovery, during a voyage round the world, already noticed

at p. 200 et seg. of Vol. IL Part L He obtained his first

commission in 1796, and was made a Commander into the

Experiment 44, armed en Jlute, at the commencement of

1802.

Captain Mackenzie's next appointment was to the Wolfe

sloop of war, m which vessel he destroyed la Precieusa Span-

ish privateer, of 3 guns and 23 men, on the Jamaica station,

Oct. 19, 1805. A service of greater importance, in the per-

formance of which he was assisted by the boats of the Mala-

bar 54, is thus described by the captain of that ship, in a

letter to Rear-Admiral Dacres, dated off Port Azaraderos,

Cuba, Jan. 2, 1806 :

" Sir,—I have the greatest satisfaction in having it in my power to ac-

quaint you, that H. M. S. under tny command, and H. M. sloop Wolfe,

* Captain Malsted's brothers were all devoted to the naval profession,

viz.—Charles, a Lieutenant, perished in the Blanche frigate, 1 780 ; Law-

rence William, a Vice-Admiral and K. C. B., now on his return from hold-

ing the chief command in the West Indies ; and George, a Couimauder of

1809.

..fv
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have this day captured le Rdgulateur and Napoleon, two of the largest

French schooner privateers out of St. Ja^ro, protected by a double reef of

rocks. Captain Mackenzie, whose vigilance deserves every praise, saw one

of them go in this morning. On coming off the port, I sent the master to

sound for anchorage, who found a passage on the reef, through which the

Wolfe was successfully conducted, and most ably anchored within musket-

shot of the enemy, attended by the boats of both ships, manned and armed.

Le R^gulateur was armed with a brass 18, and four 6-pounders, and had 80

men; le Napol<^on one long 9-poundcr, two 12-pounder carronades, two 4-

pounders, and 66 men. It is but justice to say they were well defended, the

action continuing, without intermission, an hour and three-quarters, when

the survivors of the crews abandoned them, and landed in the woods, four

only being made prisoners, one of whom was mortally wounded. They were

then towed without the reefs; when le R<^gulateur (a rcmarkal)ly fine ves-

sel) sunk, and I am sorry to say a marine, belonging to H. M. S. under my
command, went down in her ; except this man I have not sustained any

loss ."

The Wolfe was wrecked on Heneaga, one of the Bahamas,

Sept. 5, 1806; but fortunately the whole of her officers and

and crew were saved. Captain Mackenzie subsequently com-

manded the Cruiser, an 18-gun brig, on the Baltic station,

where his boats assisted at the capture of a Danish vessel

mounting 2 long 18-pounders, with a complement of 64 men

;

and destruction of two others, fitted for the conveyance of

troops : the whole moored within half-pistol shot of a 3-gun

battery, and protected by numerous soldiers on the beach f.

He obtained post rank, Nov. 26, 1808.

This officer's last appointment was, Nov. 16, 1813, to the

Creole frigate, in which, with the Astrea36, under his orders,

we find him successively touching at Madeira, Teneriffe, Sene-

gal, Goree, the Cape de Verds, and Sierra Leone. The official

report of his drawn battle with two French frigates off the

island of Mayo, Jan. 23, 1814, has never yet been published
;

but a long account thereof is given in James's Nav. Hist., 2d

edit. vol. vi, p. 380 et seq. ; to which work, and the Nav.

Chron. vol. xxxi, p. 495, we must refer such of our readers as

may wish for information on that subject.

Agents,—Messrs. StilwelL

• The Wolfe had 2 men killed and 4 wounded : the enemy'a loss could

not be ascertained ; but, from the appearance of the schooners' decks, it

WM supposed to have been great.

t See Captain Michael Hiad.

^^xL
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EDWARD PELHAM BRENTON, Esq.

Second son of the late Rear-Admiral Brenton, and brother

to Captain Sir Jahleel Brenton, Bart., K, C. B., &c. Born July

'9, 1774.

This officer entered the navy, in Nov. 1788, as a midship-

man, on board the Crown 64, bearing the broad pendant of the

Hon. William Cornwallis, with whom he sailed for India in

Feb. 1789.

" Nothing deserving of historical notice occured on the pasaajjfe out, ex-

cept the incident of the squadron putting into Rio Janeiro, where it was

received by the Portuguese with every outward mark of respect, and

watched during its continuance in port with the most careful and jealous

circumspection :••**. The wants of the scjuadron were relieved, and

a timely check given to that dreadful disorder, the aea-scurvy, which had

already begun to make its ravages among the men, owing to the quality of

the provisions put on board in England. These consisted chiefly of the beef

and pork which remained from the American war, and which, after lying

five or six years in store, were, from a false principle of economy, sup-

plied to ships bound on a long voyage, and requiring every attention to

preserve the health of the crews *."

The Crown was the first British ship of the line that an-

chored in Port Cornwallis, which had been taken possession

of the preceding year, and fortified, in consequence of the su-

preme government at Calcutta perceiving the distress to which

our navy and commerce were likely to be reduced for want of

a harbour on the coast of Coromandel. After making some
observations there, the Commodore proceeded to another

place farther north, on the Great Andaman, called North East

harbour, which appeared to be better adapted for the required

purpose than the other ; and effective means were taken for

establishing a dock-yard and forming an extensive settlement.

" The inhabitants of the Andaman islands," says Captain Brenton,
" were few in number, but their h«i'tility was at first troublesome ; they

were very expert with the bow and arrow, transfixing, as they wandered

along the shore, the small fish with great certainty; and the wild hog sel-

• See Vol. I, p. 337 of " The Kuml llistnry of (Ireat firitain,/rom the

Yeur 1783 to 1H22"—a work published by (Captain Edward I'elhatn Dren.

ton, in 1823.
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Pll

dom escaped from the dexterity of his pursuers. • • • At North East

harbour our boats rowed along the thick jungle, which projecting some feet

from the land, grew over and touched the water, forming an impenetrahlu

tliicket, whence the savage shot his arrow in security with almost unerrin>;

aim : the boats returned with four men wounded, and disappointed in tlie

object of their search, to find fresh water. The Commodore, witli a strong

party of officers and marines, landed on a small island, to which tlirco

canoes had been seen to go early on tlie same morning : on this spot the

trees were, as on tlie main land, so thick, that our men could not pene-

trate ; and as they walked round the sandy beach in search of an entrance,

eleven of them received severe wounds from the arrows of the savages con-

cealed in the wood. Some hours elapsed before they were discovered ; at

length, when seen in the tops of the trees, ihe enraged marines quickly

despatched seven of them, and three were taken with their canoes. Never

was man found in a more perfect state of nature: they were all mules,

without a vestige of clothing ; their woolly heads smeared with a red ochre,

their bodies tattooed ; their stature under the middling size, or about four

feet seven inches. They exhibited the utmost degree of terror when brought

on board, with their hands tied behind their backs, and attempted to bite

all who came near them, but were pacified by kindness, and soon l>ecame so

familiar as to dance in their stile to our drum and fife. We hud stroni;

suspicion of their being cannibals, some of the governor's people at Port

Cornwallis having been found murdered, and slices cut out of them, as if

intended for food : they appeared apprehensive they were to meet a siuiilur

fate, and at night one of them jumped overboard and escaped ; the ollu-r

two, on the following day, were landed, and we saw them no more. On the

recapture of Trincomalee in 1795, the possession of the Andaman islands

was no longer of that advantage which they had promised to be in l/^B, and

the proposed naval establishment at North East harbour was laid aside.

The small settlement of Port Cornwallis was retained, in order to preserve

the British right to the islands, and in the course of the war our ships fre-

quently resorted to them •."

Mr. Brenton conlinued on the East India station until Dec.

1791, at whieh period the Crown was ordered home, uiuKr

the command of Captain Robert Manners Sutton ; Commo-

dore Cornwalliu having previously shifted his broad pendant

to the Minerva frigate.

Shortly after the Crown's arrival in England (May, 17^2),

Mr, Brenton was placed by the late Sir Philip Affleck, then a

Lord of the Admiralty, on board the BcUona 7^, Captain

George WilHon. In Aug. 1704, we fmd him joining the

• SeeiV/. pp.341—343.



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1808. W'i

Queen Charlotte, first rate, bearing the flag of Earl Howe,

from which ship he was promoted into the Venus frigate,

at the commencement of 1/95, a period when " the princes

of the house of Bourbon and the British ministers, notwith-

standing the misfortunes which had happened to the royalists

in la Vendee, began to entertain hopes that an impression

might be made in the western part of France, by an arma-

ment composed of emigrants, and assisted by English ships

of war.
" It had been represented, we fear, with too little regard to truth, that

the Chouans of the Morhihan, and the country in the neighbourhood

of Quiberon bay, required but small exritcment to induce theui to rise in

arms against the existing government, and that a simultaneous movement

would take place in La Vendee, where Charette and hia ill-fated partisans

had once more reared the royal standard. Glad of an opportunity to em-

ploy a large corps of emigrants recently taken into our service, the minis-

ters listened to the propositions with eagerness and attention. An expedition

was immediately planned ; the naval part was placed under the command
of Sir John B. Warren: that of the land forces was confided to the Count

de Puissaye, an emigrant nobleman, who, whatever might have been his

other good qualities, certainly was no soldier. No expense was spared

;

artillery, small-arma, ammunition, and provisions, were furnished in abun-

dance ; transports to convey them, and a squadron of ships of war ordered

to attend their landing.

" They reached Quiberon bay on the 25th June, and were joined by a

few hundreds from the broken and dispersed army of Conde, and the royal-

ists collected at Coblentz, who h-id found their way to the Elbe, and em-

barked on board the British frigateb Venus, Captain Lawrence William

Halsted (of which ship Mr. Brenton was then third Lieutenant) ; Ledo,

Captain John Woodley, and Lark, sloop, Captain William Ogilvy. These

ships proceeding to Spithead, were joined by some transports, and the

whole reached Quiberon bay on the 16th July, after the landing of the

great body was effected, and unfortunately only in time to partake of the

general calamity that awaited them •."

In 1796, Lieutenant Brenton removed with Captain Hal-

sted into the Phoenix 36, and assisted at the capture of the

Dutch frigate mentioned at p. 430 of our first volume.
" The coast of Norway is well known to be indented with secure har-

Ixmrs, particularly between Christiana and North Bergen : in these the
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• Sec IV'iv. Hitt. Vol. 11, p. 33, et teq. ; also Rot/a! Xav. D'wir. Vol. I.

Part I., note at p. HJ'J el h"/. . and Vol. II, Part I. p. 43.
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privateers of France found a sure asylum, and assistanic in case of nec<l

;

and while protected by the Danish government, committed the greatest de-

predations on our Baltic trade. Nor was it possible for the most vigilant

cruiser to protect the convoys on all occasions, as they were oblipod, of ne-

cessity, to pass near the Naze, on their passage to or from the Sleeve.

The privateers and row-boats, concealed behind a rock, or in Home little

cove, darted on them, either by night or day, and boarding suddenly, car-

ried them within some jutting head-land, or under the protection of u

merely nominal battery, where a honey-combed gun, without ammunition,

represented the power of Denmark, and established the neutrality of the

port. This had long been endured by the merchants, when very serious

complaints were made to Admiral Duncan, who sent Captain Halsted, in

the Phoenix, with verbal and discretionary orders, to act as circumstances

might require. The Phoenix was accompanied by a small squ.'idron, and

cruised off the harbour of Ejeroe *, not far from the Naze ; where he soon

gfuned information that a French and a Dutch cutter, with throe English

prizes, had taken refuge. Captain Halsted sent his boats in, and took

them all out. The privateers, though vessels of force, surrendered with-

out opposition ; the enemy, as well as the Danes, cautiously avoiding to

give the slightest justification of our aggression. The two privateers and

the three merchant vessels were sent to England for adjudication ; but, on

a representation from the court of Copcidiagen, were immediately return-

ed to the place whence they were takcnf." I !

!

Shortly after this occurrence, so honorable on the part of

the British government, Lieutenant Brenton left the Phoenix,

in consequence of some disagreement with his commai\der,

to whom he had been known ever since his first embarkation

on board the Crown, of which ship Captain Halsted was then

the first Lieutenant.

We next find the subject of this memoir serving as fourth

of the Agamemnon 64, on the North Sea station. The mutiny

which took place on board that ship, in 17^7y is thus noticed

at p. 423, et seq. of his first volume :

" On the morning of the 29th May, when the signal was made for the

fleet to weigh, it was reluctantly complied with, and such ships as did weigh

returned into Yarmouth roads :
•••••• before twelve o'clock all of

them had deserted the Admiral, except the Adamant 60, bearing the Aug

of Vice-Admiral Onslow ; the Glatton, commanded by Captain Trollope ;

and the Agamemnon, by Captain Fancourt : at one o'clock the two latter

• Querc Hitteroe?

t See Nav. Hist. Vol. II, p. 102 et $eq.
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ships also mutinied, and leaving the Venerable and Adainnnt to proceed oir

the Texel, returned into Yarmouth roads. On board the Agamemnon
little suspicion was entertained of an intention to mutiny, till the people

had dined ; when they were called by the boatswain's-mate, but none ap-

pearing, a petty officer came and gave information that the ship's company

had retreated to the fore part of the lower-deck, and refused to come up :

the Captain being acquainted with this, desired (Lieutenant Brenton) the

officer of the watch, to accompany him down to speak to them : tliey went

forward on the lower-deck, and found the men had made a barricade of

hammocks from one side of the ship to the other, just before the fore hatch-

way, and had left an embrasure on each side, through which they ha<i

pointed two twenty-four-pounders ; these they had loaded, and threatened

to fire in case of resistance on the part of the officers : the Captain spoke

to them, but being treated with much contempt, returned to the quarter-

deck. A few minutes after a number of the people came up ; some seized

the wheel, while others rounded in the weather-braces and wore the ship,

passing under the stern of the Venerable ; the Admiral made her signal to

come to the wind on the larboard tack, the same as he was on himself

;

she answered with the signal of inability. * * * On the following morning

she reached Yarmouth roads, and joined three other ships, each having a

red flag flying at her fore-top-gallant-mast-head : the Agamemnon hoisted

one also, which was called by the delegates the flag of defiance. The offi.

cers kept charge of their watches during the whole of this time, the sea-

men obeying them in any order for the safety of the ship, but no farther. A
meeting of the delegates was immediately called, at which it \vm decided,

that the Agamemnon* Ardent, Leopard, and Isis, should go to the Nore to

augment the number of ships at that anchorage in a state little short of

open rebellion, but not with any view of assisting or being assisted by the

enemies of their country ; and it is certain that, had these put to tea, we

should have immediately gone in pursuit of them, with the same zeal and

loyalty as at the beginning of the war. As soon as the determination was

made known of taking the ships to the Nore, the officers declined doing

duty, and retired to their cabins or to the wardroom, where they remained

unmolested, and were even treated with respect.

(P. 426) " The four ships anchored at the Nore about the Gth June, late

in the evening, under the entire command of the quarter-masters and dele-

gates, the pilots taking charge as usuaL At this tine they observed a

heavy fuing of great guns and musketry from the whole fleet assembled

there, which they soon foimd was directed at the Serapis, that had efiectcd

her escape from among the mutinous ships, following the noble example

of the Clyde, of 38 guns, commanded by Captain Charles Cunningham *.

• See RotfnlNav. Diofr, Vol. II. Part I. p. 7H.
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" It is impossible to describe the heat and irritation of the seamen at tlio

Nore, at the time of the arrival and the accession of the four ships of tho

line to their cause : the insolence of the leaders was raised to such a height

tiiat it was diflicult to say where their excesses miglit end ; and it was in-

timated, by some of the delegates who came to visit the Agamemnon, that

violence might be offered to the officers and their adherents. Under these

melancholy circumstances,—into which they had been l)ctrayed by the want

of resolution and firmness in the captains of the four ships, and not by

their tyranny,—the officers prepared for the worst, went to their cabins,

put their pistols by their sides, and lay down in their clothes : a seaman

was> placed as sentinel at the ward-room door with three loaded pistols, two

of which were stuck in his belt, and the third he held in his hand ; but no

incivility was offered to any one. At day-light the next morning the re-

port of guns and small arms awoke them, and they saw, what they sup-

posed to be, the execution of officers and men at the yard-arms of some of

the ships, as they were run up in the smoke of the guns ; and while hang-

ing, volleys of musketry were fired at them ; they now concluded that they

should very soon share the same fate ; nor was it till two or three hours

afterward that they were undeceived, and informed that the figures suspend-

ed were only effigies meant to represent the Right Hon. William Pitt.

""•••• About ten o'clock Richard Parker came on board the Aga-

memnon in his barge, with a band of music playing ' (jod save the King'

and ' Rule Britannia'; the corps of marines maintained its good character

to the last, and, had they been supported, would infallibly have quelled the

mutiny in the North Sea fleet • • • • • •.

(P. 432)--" The desertion of the Clyde, St. Fiorenzo, and Scrapie, had

thrown a damp over the spirits of the ringleaders; and however they

might have affected to despise the act, or to rejoice at the accession of the

four ships, it had very important consequences ; it spread distrust among

them, and led to doubt the firmness of each other ; and every one sought

by indirect means, to make his peace and secure his own safety ; this was

the secret feeling and principle of action among all except Parker and his

most guilty adlierents ;*•*••. The leading men on board the Aga-

memnon, not choosing to ren'ign the situation of delegate, got drunk pur-

posely, and were consequently dismissed by a vote of the ship's company.

(P. 434)—" The Leopard of 60 guns, under the command of Lieutenant

Robb (the Captain having been sent on shore), had the distinguished ho-

nor of being the first to abandon the cause, after the infamous proposal of

Toing over to the enemy was made known. • • • • •

(P. 436 «t teg.)—" The example of the Leopard was soon followed by

the Repulse of 64 guns. • • • • From this time the cause of mutiny ra-

pidly declined ; the ships deserted, one after the other, in quick succession.

On the 13th June, the Agamemnon left the Nore, and went up to Tilbury

fort, with the Standard, Nassau, Iris, and Vestal*."

• See Royal Nav. B'wg. Vol. I, Part I, note at p, 163.
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Lieutenant Brenton was subsequently appointed first of the

Raven sloop, commanded by the late Captain John W. T.

Dixon, with whom he continued until that vessel was wreeked

in the river Elbe, Feb. 4, 1/98. We next find him joining

the Agincourt 64, at the recjuest of Captain John Bligh ; in

which ship he served, under the flags of Vice-Admiral Wal-

degrave and Sir Charles M. Pole, on the Newfoundland sta-

tion, for a period of three years.

In 1801, Lieutenant Brenton was again applied for by Cap-

tain Bligh, and accordingly appointed to the Theseus 74, then

fitting for the flag of Lord lladstock, who had recently been

nominated commander-in-chief in India, but whose appoint-

ment was cancelled in consequence of the preliminaries of

peace being signed on the 1st Oct., same year. The following

anecdote is related at p. 416 et seq. of the " Naval History."

" The Dutch ships which surrendered to Admiral Mitchell • hoisted the

Orange flai^^. and were stationed in ditTeront British ports, victualled and

pai<l by England ; they were not exjiected to perform much service, but

were merely kept in passive neutrality. In order to pive the reader an idea

of the seamanship of the officers, and the efficiency of these ships, we shall

mention a fact to which the author was a witness. The Ambuscade, of 32

Sfuns, had just received a very cxpon-lve repair in the dock-yard at Sheer-

ness, and was ordered thence to the Nore ; in cominji^ out of the harbour,

it blew nearly a gale of wind ; iiiteud of havin;j a sail suitable to the wea-

ther, they set their top-gallant-sail:*. The ship, when clear of the garrison-

point, would not steer, and in a minute after upset, and went down : for-

tunately, the spot, where the accident took place, was in four fathoms wa-

ter, consequently most of the people who were on deck were saved upon the

side of the vessel ; those who were liolow were all drowned except one. • • •.

"The author, at that time LiiMitenant of the Theseus, was, with many

other officers, very soon on the wreck of the ship ; and as they walked on

her larboard bends, her guns pointing to the zenith, and the sea washing

over her, a sailor of the Theseus begged that he might be permitted to

break open a lower-deck port (the Dutch frigates having generally two

of a side) ; the officer replied that he might do so, but what purpose

would it answer ? ' Please your honor,' said the sailor, ' I think there

is some poor levil of a Dutchm:m ulive below.' The officer, though not so

sanguine in his hopes, gave permission, and the sailor went to work with

his axe (one was always kept in each boat). The port was opened, and up

rose a Dutchman, who made but one spring into the Theseus's cutter, rcs-

• At the Texel—3ce fioi/al Xav. li'w^. Vol. I, Part II, p. 414 et neq.
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*

cued by this bom at fellow from a lingeiinjf and painful death. Not satis-

fied witii what he had done, the sailor, through the opening he had made,
descended into the lower-deck, while chest", bags, and hammocks, floated

lip against the side (to which the water reached within one foot) and pre-

vented the approach of those who niifj^ht yet be alive. Another man, how-
ever, was taken hold of by the persevering tar ; I)nt the poor Dutchman,
exhausted and feeble, slipped from his grasp, and sunk to rise no more !"

The following extract from Ihc same volume brings us to

the close of the author's services .as a Lieutenant.
" No sooner were the preliminaries of peace signed in Europe, than it

became necessary to send a strong squadron of observation to the West
Indies. By one of the articles of the treaty, the French were to be permit-

ted to send a large force to reconquer the island of St. Domingo. Hopeless

attempt
! but nevertheless, at the instigation of the planters, it was under-

taken. The army of le Clerc, consisting of .30,000 men, was embarked in

ships of war and transports, and sailed for their fatal destination, whence
few, if any, were ever to return ; it was supposed that the chief consul was
willing thus to dispose of a supernumerary body of men, which the leisure

of peace did not permit him to employ at home : glad to rid himself of

their importunities, he sent them on a forlorn hope, vvhere, whether suc-

cessful or not, a great object would be gained to the state.

" To watch this formidable armament, the scene of whose operations

was within sight of Jamaica, it became absolutely necessary to send a fleet

of ships to the West Indies, besides those already on that station. Rear-

Admiral Campbell sailed with six ships of the line in Feb. 1802 ; he was
followed by Commodore Stopford with seven more, in the month of March.
These sqtiadrons, having touched at Barbadoes and Martinique, ran down
to Jamaica, where Sir John Duckworth, having formed a fleet of twenty-two

sail of the line, sent them under the orders of Rear-Admiral Campbell to

cruise off the Navassa, a small island between Point Morant and Cape

Dona Maria. This service lasted until the month of July, when the news

arrived of the signing of the definitive treaty : the fleet was divided into

squadrons, one of which was sent to England, another to Halifax, and a

third, consisting of the best ships, was retained upon the station until the

renewal of the war in the following year. Commodore Stopford remained

commander-in-(;hief at Martinique, Rear-Admiral Totty having then re-

cently died of the yellow-fever.

*' The author was at this time third Lieutenant of the Theseus, com-

manded by his respected and valuable friend Captain (now Rear-Admiral)

John Bligh : from this ship he was, by the kindness of the Earl of St. Vin-

cent, 'Appointed commander of the Lark sloop of war, and he returned to

England in Aug. 1802."

During the short peace. Captain Brenton sent to the Ad-

miralty the model of a gun>boat, sharp at both ends, and car-
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into the boat's bottom as ballast, or raised to fight, either ad-

vancing or retreating. This boat, simple in her design, was

highly approved of by Earl St Vincent, but justly condemned

by many as being very clumsy, the builder having niiulc a mis-

take in her scantling.

At the renewal of hostilities, Captain Brenton was ap-

pointed to the Merlin, an old collier fitted as a sloop of war,

and mounting sixteen guns between decks ; in wiiich vessel

he was frequently engaged with the enemy's flotilla and land

batteries in the neighbourhood of Havre. On the 'i/th Oct.

1803, he drove on shore, and directed the destruction of a

French privateer of 2 guns and 30 men*.

In Dec. following, Captain Brenf ,n was sent by Captain

R. D. Oliver to destroy the Shannon 36, which frigate had

run on shore under the strong batteries of Tatihou island, near

La Hogue, from whence the enemy were about to remove

her, as she had sustained but little damage.
" The crew were made prisoners, and marched into the interior: and

the enemy preparing to get the ship oflT, were prevented by the zeal and

enterprise of two young officers. Lieutenants John Sheridan, and Henry

C Thompson, who, with a select band of men from a sloop of war, boarded

her in the night, and set her on fire. The forts opening upon them, con-

tinued a lieavy but ineffectual discharge of artillery, and they returned to

their ship without a man being hurt. At day-light not a vestige of the

frigate remained above water. The loss of this ship may be easily ac-

counted for. She stood from Cape La Heve towards La Hogue, with a

gale of wind at S. S. W. ; as she approached the latter the tide took her

under the lee-bow, and carried h'sr up towards the river of Isigny, and

when the Captain" (Edvvard Levcson Govver) " supposed himself to the

northward of Cape Barfleur, he had that light-house bearing about north.

The night was extremely dark and tempestuous : the Merlin sloop of war,

which was in company, made the land about eight o'clock, in a flash of

lightning, and instantly wove, under her fore-sail and close-reefed raaiu<

top-sail. About this time tiie Shannon must have grounded f.

It will be seen by reference to the first three pages of this

volume, that the Merlin formed part of the scjuadron under

Captain Oliver, at the bombardment of Havre, July 23, and

• See p. ISO of thin volume,

t Niiv. J/ist.Yol HI, p. lO-V
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Aug. 1st 1804. In Jan. following, Captain Brenton was ap-

pointed to the Amaranthe, a fine new brig, mounting 18 guns,

with a complement of 120 men. From that period until his

promotion to post rank, he appears to have been very actively

and successfully employed on the North Sea and Leeward

Islands stations.

" In the month of Nov. 1808, Sir Alexander Cochrane received orders

to blockade Martinique, preparatory to its invasion. Tlie island, from the

vigilance of our cruisers, became daily more straitened for provisions : the

Americans in vain endeavoured to relieve it ; and the British merchants of

the neighbouring islands scrupled not, in defiance of the blockading squa-

<lron, and of every moral obligation aiid duty to their country, to supply

our enemies with the most essential articles for their defence and subsist-

ence. The captures made by our cruisers, and the number of American

vessels condemned for breach of blockade, exceeded that of any former

period; and so deeply sensible was Huonaparte of the wants of the island,

and of its importance to Frant.'e, that he despatched squadrons of fast sail-

ing frigates, corvettes, and schooners, with provisions, ammunition, and

artillerymen ; most of which were intercepted.*"

The destruction of three French national vessels by the

Amaranthe and her consorts, on the 13th Dec. 1808, is thus

described by the officer under whose immediate orders Cap-

tain Hrcnton was then serving :

—

" U. M. S. Circe, off St. Pierre's, Martinique, Dec, 14, 1 80S.

" On ]\Ionday>at 1 1 A. IM. his Majesty's brig iVlorne Fortunc^e informed

me by signal, that an enemy's brig and two schooners were at anchor off

the Pearl. I immediately recalled the look-out vessels, named as per

murgint, and made sail towards the enemy. On our Hearing St. Pierre's,

I perceived a large French schooner towing along shore, under cover of a

number of troops. The schooner finding it impossible to get between St.

Pierre's and the Circe, the Stork closing fast, they ran her on shore under

a battery of four guns, flanked by two smaller ones, and the beach lined

with troops. The signal was then made to close with the enemy, and en-

gage in succession, the Circe leading, followed by the Stork and Morne
Fortunde : being within pistol-shot the small batteries were soon silenced,

and the troops driven from the beach. Seeing the brig^ and schooner un-

loading, I directed the Morne Fortunde to watch the schooner in shore,

• Nav. Hist. Vol. IV, p. 267.

t Stork, ship-sloop, Captain George Le (ieyt; Epervier brig, Captain

Thomas Tudor Tucker; and Express schooner. Lieutenant William

Dowers. The Morne Fortunde, gun-brig, was commanded by Lieutenant

John Brown.
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and to give similar orders to the Kpervier, on her coming up. We then

njade sail towards the hrig and the other schooner, which were lying well

to windward, close to the heach, under cover of four batteries, and an im-

mense number of troops and field-pieces, which they had brought down to

protect her. Having placed the barge and two cutters under the com-

mand of Lieutenant Crooke, Mr. Collman (purser), Mr. Smith (master),

and Mr. Thomas (carpenter), who handsomely volunteered with (W men
to bring the brig out, I then made sail with the Stork and Express towards

her, and directed the boats to lie off until the brig's fire slackened. It get-

ting late, the vessels lying close in with the rocks, and having no pilot on

board, I stood in, and was handsomely seconded by Captain l^e (Jeyt, of

the Stork. The ships did^ot commence action until our men were wound-

ed from the beach with musketry. We then bore up under a heavy fire of

great guns and small arms. Having passed the batteries and the brig, the

Circe's boats, not waiting for the Stork's to come up, boarded in the most

gallant manner ; and it is with extreme concern I have to add, that their

gallantry did not meet with its due reward : they were beat back with

dreadful slaughter ; one boat taken and one sunk, the other entirely dis-

abled. Our loss in the boats killed, wounded, and mis^iing, amounted to

5()," (9 of whom were slain, and 21 wounded). "By this time it was

dark. I stood off until day-light, determining to pcrsevero and destroy (he

brig if possible. In the evening I was juinctl by the Amaranthe, who

watched the brig during the night.

" At 8 A. M. we perceived she had weighed : Captain Brenton, in the

most handsome manner, volunteering to bring her out (she was then

t(»wing and sweeping close in shore towards St. Pierre's), the boats of the

Circe anil Stork, and men from the E.xpress, were sent to Unv the Ama-

ranthe up, who was at this time sweeping and using every exertion to close

with the enemy. At 10, the French brig grounded near several batteries,

to the northward of St. Pierre's ; the Amaranthe tacked, and worked in

under a heavy fire from the batteries ami brig (from which she sulVercd

considerably, having I killed and 5 wounded), followed by the Circe ; the

rest of the 3(iuadron engaging the batteries to leeward. The Amaranthe's

well-directed fire soon obliged them to <|uit the brig. Lieutenant Hay, of

that sloop, on this service distinguished himself very muclt, and speaks of

the gallantry of Messrs. Brooke and Rigmaiden, of the same vessel, in very

handsome terms, who, with tlie boats of the Circe, Amaranthe, and Stork,

boarded her under a heavy fire from the batteries anil troops on shore.

Lieutenant Hay, finding her bilged, and that it was impossible to get her

off, effectually destroyed iicr in the evening. Captain IJivnton again vc-

lunteered to destroy the schooner then on shore : 1 ordered Lieutenant

George Robinson, second of the Amaranthe, but acting rtr>l of the Circe,

ou this occasion to follow the directions of (Jiiptuin Bn-iiton. .\t nine

o'clock I had the pleasure to see heron fire, and burnt to the water's edge.

I am sorr^ to add, that, on this service, Mr. Jonem, master ofthe Ama-

'^i

. f
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ranthe, wAi wounded ; and one seamuu killed, and three wounded, briouging

to the Express *.

" The captains, ofliciT.-t, and men of the squadron you did me the honor

to place under my command, behaved with that coolness and intrepidity

inherent in British seamen, partkularly the Amnruntlie, tohose gnllant

conduct irns noticfd by the whole sf/uadi'on. From the troops of the Royal

York Hangers, doinjf duty as marines, I received every assistance. Lieu-

tenant Orooko, who commanded the boats, I am sorry to say, is severely

wounded in four places ; the loss of this gallant young man's services is

severely felt on board the Circe. I am likewise sorry to add, that Mr.

Collman is among the number dangerously wounded; his conduct on this,

and other occasions, deserves my warmest approbation.

" The brig destroyed was la Cygne, of 18 guns and 140 men, with

flour, guns, 6lv. for the relief of Alartinique. The two schooners had like-

wise flour, and were arnied ; I have not yet learnt their force or names
;

I am happy to say, that the one left off the Pearl is on shore bilged.

(vSigned) " F. A. Collier."
" To Rear .Admiral Sir Aled'ander Cochrane, ifC."

Captain Brentoii also assisted at the capture of many ves-

sels bound to the relief of Martinique, but was defrauded of

most of his prize-money tiirough the roguery of the agents

employed to conduct his affairs. During the subsequent

operations against Martinique, he served on shore with the

rank of Lieutenant-colonel, under the orders of Commodore

Cockburn.*
" In the month of January" (1809) " the British forces began to assem-

ble at Barhadoes, and soon after took their pocitious round the island of

Martiiiiiiue. * * •

" The reduction of Pigeon Island has always been a prelude to any at-

tempt against the town of Fort Royal, and the once tremendous fortresses

of Bourbon and Republi.iue. This island commands the anchorage in the

upper part of the bay. Captain Cockburn and Brigadier-lieneral Sir

Charles Shipley reconnoitred the ground, and fixed on Morae Vanier (a

steep hill) as tiie most proper situation to erect their batteries. On the

night of the 31st Jan., a 13-inch mortar was landed and mounted by Lieu-

tenant Burton, of the Neptune; and on the morning of the 1st Feb.

opened its fire on the astonished garrison * • « *, The artillery was land-

ed under the diiection of Captain Cockburn, who was directed to hoist a

broad pendant on board the Pompde 74, and to take the rank of a Briga-

dier-Genct-al. The obstructions to our landing were numerous ; the rug-

gedness of the rocks, and the fire of the enemy's battery of Pigeon Island

* The Stork had also one man killed and one wounded.
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on our boats, as they opened the point of land between the fleet and thnt

fort, gave us considerable annoyance. Two of the Poinp<5e'* men nera

killed by the bursting of a siieil. A road was cut through a very tliick wood

to the top of Morne Vanier, which overhung Pigeon Island : a !>-incli

hawser was next carried up and secured to the stumps of trees, and from

this hawser tackles were attached to the guns. The sailors, (lt*lighting in

such work, ran down the hill with the tackle-falls, as the guns fle^v up

with almost incredible velocity, notwithstanding the depth of the mud, the

incessant rain, and the steep acclivity of a newly cut road.

*' There is something iudescriltably animating to the mind of British

seamen, whenever they are ordered to land with a great gun. The novelty

of getting on shore, and the hopes of coming into action, give a degree of

buoyancy to their spirits, which carries them to the highest pitch of enthu-

siasm. A hiuulred sailors, attached by their canvas belts to a devil-cart,

with a long 2-4 -pounder slung to its axletree, make one of the most amu-

sing and delightful recollections of former days. On this occasion, when

the Governor, the worthy and gallant Villaret, was told how they were

dragging the cannon along, he replied, ' It is all over tmth us.'

" Works were in the mean time thrown up behind some brushvvood on

the top of the hill ; and in the evening of the 3d, a battery of one l.'J-inch

mortar, and three 8-inch howitzers, was ready to open from Morne Vanier

against Pigeon Island. It began at six o'clock the same evening, and con-

tinued with very little intermission till day-light the next morning, when
the fort hung out a flag of truce and surrendered. This was no sooner per-

ceived at Fort Royal, than the Amphitrite, a beautiful frigate of 44 guns,

lying in the Carenage, was set on lire and destroyed *.

" Having reduced Pigeon Island, Commorlore Cockburn was directed

to cross the bay, and take possession of the anchorage at Negro Point.

This was immodiately effected, in a small but beautiful sandy cove. All

the guns and mortars intended for the investment of fort Bourbon, on the

side of Tartanson, were landed. * • • • A brigade of 600 seamen formed

a strong battery within 1200 yards of Bourbon, on the side of the river

Monsieur. The lower-deck guns of the Intrepid were landed at Paradise

bay, where the enemy had abandoned two strong forts. The navy, without

auy interruption to their labours, advanced with their guns to Tartanson,

where * the sailors' battery' was constructed; and on the 19th Feb. we

had completely invested the fort • • • •.

• • • • " Sunday the lf)th, at 5-30 P. M., was tin; time agreed on for

commencing the attack : at the same minute the flro tVum all our batteries

opened. The scene was awfully grand ; and as tK evening advanced, was

magniflcent beyond all description. The whulc hemisphere was illumi-

• The spirited conduct of Captain (now Sir J'i. John-Brooke) Pcihell, led

to this result. See p. 365.
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nated with continued streams of fire, with the flashes of f^uns, and the burst-

ing of shells. The fire of the enemy was C(|ually severe. • • • * 0(»

the 22d a great explosion was observed in the fort, which wc afterwards

learned was occasioned l)y their small magazine having been blown up by

one of our shells. On the same night the laboratory lent, in the rear of our

great mortar battery, exploded, killing and wounding 9 men belonging to

the Amaranthc. This accident was caused by tlie tent having been in-

cautiously placed directly to leeward, and within a few yards of the mortars,

the sparks from which ignited the powder. • • * On the 2Uh, after

an almost inccsi^ant bombardment of five days, Villarct capitulated. • » •

The terms were nearly similar to those of other colonies, with the excep-

tion of the entire demolition of fort Dessaix ; and that the garrison should

be taken to France in liritish ships, and there exchanged for British sub-

jects*."

After the reduction of that valuable colony, Captain Bren-

ton was appointed to the Belleisle 74, bearing the broad pen-

dant of Commodore Cockburn.

•• The French garrison was embarked on board the Belleisle, and the

Ulysses 44, with seven sail of transports. Commodore Cockburn, having

the captain-general and all his statf embarked on board the Belleisle, pro-

ceeded to Europe, agreeably to the terms of the capitulation f-

" On the 23d April, the Commodore anchored in Quiberon bay, with

the Ulysses and convoy. (Jolonel Boyer, chief of the staff taken on the

island, was immediately sent with a letter from the captain-general to the

minister of the marine, and another from Commodore Cockburn to the

same personage, stating the circumstances under which they had arrived.

The boat which landed Colonel Boyer, in the iVIorbihan, brought a noto

from him, stating that an oiiicer was waiting there for the arrival of the pri-

soners, with full powers to treat for their exchange. The word ' treat'

was understood to conceal some chicanery, by whic'i the enemy were to

gain possession of their men, without returning ours. The capitulation of

Martinique had been received in France previous to our arrival, or how

should an ollicer have been ' waiting for us with full powers?' and had

there been any honorable intention of fulfdling the treaty, an ecpial num-

ber of British prisoners woidd have been prepared to embark. ' Treating'

had ended at Martinique before the men laid <lown their arms. We must

therefore relate one more instance of the falsehood of Napoleon.

<* Monsieur Redan, the commissioner, soon appeared, covered with sil-

• N(n: Hilt. Vol. IV, p. 3(52 et seq.

t The governor of Marlini<pic was the well known Villarct Joyeusc, tlio

oppuiicutof Earl Howe, June 1st, \TJ\,
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vcr lace and smiles ; he approached and saluted the cominodore, after

which he pronounced aoine lluttering eulo^iuins on the valour uiid gene-

rosity of England, particularly of her navy ; and did not full to claim u

large share of those qualities fur the great Napoleon, and the French n:i-

tion. So earnest was Monsieur Reihm to begin the work of exchange, that

he proposed immediately diseniharking the prisoners ; hut the counnodore

was in no such hurry. He oI)served to Monsieur Redan, that he would

proceed up the hay, nearer to the town, for the purpose of more ready

communication, and in the mean time the Ulysses should remain off' He<lic

with the transports. This was of course agreed to, under the stipidation

also provided by the commodore, that during any delay of negotiation, the

British and the prisoners should he supplied with such refreshments as

they might require after their long voyage and arduous services.

" Ou the following day, the coinmissiouer aguin appeared, with a joyful

countenance; * Allons, Monsieur le Commodore, toute est arrang^e.' ' [

am glad to hear it,' 3aid the commodore, ' but where arc the 210() Knglish-

meu in exchange for as many Frenchmen ?' *Je les ai dans ma poche,'

replied the flippant commissary. The commodore looked very grave, and

returned no answer to this impertinent familiarity ; whilst Monsieur Ilcdau

handed from his pocket a list of 3/00 Englishmen, whom he pretended

had been liberated by Frencii cruisers, observing that the commodore

would no doubt redeem the honor of his country by taking up these re-

ceipts ; and then with the most unparalleled effrontery he added, * When
Monsieur le commodore has put on shore the whole garrison of Martini(iue,

he will still be indebted to the French government 13()() men !* It is very

easy to suppose the kind of answer given to this insolent Frenchman, who

affected, or perhaps really felt some surprise, that his proposals were re-

jected. He entreated, however, that the con>modore wouM wait the return

of a courier from Paris : this was gr:inted, and in the mean time a constant

and vigilant guard was kept on the motions of the prisoners. At the end

of four days, an answer arrived from the minister of the marine, repealing

the former rejected proposals as a tine (fua nun ; and Monsieur Redan iu-

timate<l, that uidess these terms were acceded to, all further communica-

tion with the shore was to be interdicted. Turning with iudiguation from

the agent of u government^o faithless, and which could thus cruelly for-

sake its servants in the hour of extreme distress, the commodore ordered

the signal to he made to weigh ; it was instantly complied with ; and ad

the s((uadron moved out of the bay, it was followed by numerous bouts, ia

which were the wives, the parents, the children, of many of the unhappy

prisoners, in u state of grief which it would be vain to attempt to describe.

The poor men, afraid to trust each other, >houtcd, with ill dissembled joy,

* Vive Naptdeon !

' This was the niugnanimons and humane l^iiperor,

«vhu consigned his soldier^< ' to the confinement of hideous pontons,' and

iicparated them, at least in this world, from all that tenders life svorth re-

*-
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tainin|r. Luok, after thiii, at the termination of his captivity, and say, whe-

ther the decree of Providence was not founded injustice*."

Oh his arrival at Spithead, Captain Brenton found himself

posted for his gallant conduct in the affair with la Cygne, and

that his commission was dated back to the day on which he

so highly distinguished himself.

" Sir Arthur Wellesley having the command of the British army in the

peninsula, and his plans being trowned with singular success, the govern-

ment determined to send out his brother, the Marquis Wellesley, as am-

bassador to the Supreme Junta of Seville. His lordship embarked at

Portsmouth, on board the Donegal 80, Captain E. P. Brenton (acting for

Captain Malcolm), and sailed on the 24th July, 1809. The ship arrived at

Cadiz on the 1 st August ; and as she let go her anchor, at !) o'clock in the

morning, the butteries round the harbour from Santa Catulina to the light-

house, together with the guns and musketry of the shipping iu the harbour,

were celebrating, by continued discharges, the victory then recently ob-

tained by the British army on the plains of Talavera. The coincidence was

singular ; the news of the event having just reached the city as the arrival

of the British ambassador was announced t-"

The Donegal returned home with the Marquis Wcllesley,

in Nov. 1809 ; and Captain Brenton, being then superseded,

remained on half pay till April 1810, when he obtained an ap-

pointment to the Cyane 22. In Sept. following, he was ap-

pointed to the Spartan frigate, as a mark of attention to his

brother, whose severe wounds prevented him from continuing

in active service J.

After cruising for some time on the French coast, Captain

Brenton was sent to reinforce the squadron under Vice-Ad-

miral Sawyer, on the Halifax station, where he appears to

have been very actively employed for upwards of two years.

The following American privateers were captured by the

Spartan in July 1812

:

Active, schooner, of 2 guns and 20 men ; Actress sloop, 4 gims and 53

men ; Intention schooner, 1 gun, 3 swivels, and 29 n>en.

Early in the following month, her boats assisted at the cap-

ture and destruction of six other armed vessels, in the bay of

Fundy ; viz.

• Nav. Hist. Vol. IV. p. 377 el neq. f N. p. 343.

X Sec RoyulKttv. Bwg. Vol. 11. Part I. p. 268 et leq.
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The Morning Star, of 1 ^n, 4 swivels, and 40 luen ; Polly, of similar

force; Madison, Olive, and Spence, each mounting 2 guns ; and Commo-
dore Barry, a revenue cutter, pierced for 10, hut only mounting G guns.

Among numerous other prizes taken by Captain Bienton,

but condemned as droits of Admiralty, were the Melanthe, a

beautiful ship, from Valparaiso, with a cargo of hides and cop-

per; and a brig laden with merino wool, opium, and wine;

each having on board several thousands of dollars. The Spar-

tan being found defective, was paid off about Sept. 1813.

Captain Brenton's next appointment was, April 11, 1815,

to the Royal Sovereign, a first rate, fitting for the flag of Rear-

Admiral Hallowell, which ship he fully equipped in the short

space of 18 days
;
pail of his crew at the same time employed

rigging and completing the stores of a brig, whose comman-
der was thanked by the Admiralty for his diligence, although

the active exertions of Captain Brenton and his first Lieute-

nant were not even acknowledged.

On the 31st of the following month. Captain Brenton was

rem( ed to the Tonnant 80; the command of which ship he

resin 'n Nov. 1815. His "Naval History" has been so

long the public as to render any remark of ours upon

that work superfluous. Contemporaries are not always the

most impartial judges—posterity will decide whether he has

or has not been profitably employed. That he has made many
enemies is certain ; but we have no doubt that he has also

gained some friends. His style will be seen by the preceding

extracts.

Captain Brenton married, Mar. 20, 1803, a daughter of the

late General Thomas Cox.

Agmt.—J. Hinxman, Esq.

FRANCIS AUGUSTUS COLLIER, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorable Military Order of the Bath ; and a

h'night of the Persian Order of the Lion and Sun.

Sbcond son of the late Vice-Admiral Sir (ieorgc Collier,

Knt. whose services are recorded in the Naval Chronicle, Vol.

XXXII, p. 205 €t seq. and lit pp. 353-400.
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Thiri officer entered the navy as a midshipman on board the

Magnanime 44, Captain Isaac Schoiuberg, formerly Sir George

Collier's first Lieutenant in the Canada 74. He suhseciuentiy

joined Nelson's flag-ship, the Vanguard, in conse(}uence of

that great warrior having waited upon Lady Collier, at Bath,

and expressed a particular wish to have him " under his

wing."

Mr. F. A. Collier's commission as a Lieutenant bears date

April 11, 1803, at which period we find him serving in the

Osprey sloop, on the Leeward Islands' station. On the 23d

Mar. 1804, he distinguished himself by his " bravery atid ac-

tivity" in a most spirited action between that vessel and

rEgyptienne F/ench privateer (formerly a republican frigate),

mounting 3G guns, long 12 and 9-pounders, with a comple-

ment of 248 men. In this aftair the Osprey had one man

killed and 16 persons wounded ; the enemy, whose ship escaped

through superior sailing, 8 slain and 19 wounded*.

The subject of this memoir was subsequently removed to

the Centaur 74, bearing the broad pendant of Commodore

Samuel Hood. In Mar. 1806, he commanded the Wolverene

brig, on the same station, and captured le Tremcuse French

national schooner, of 3 guns and 53 men. Toward the close

of 1808, he was appointed acting Captain of the Circe frigate,

and entrusted by Sir Alexander Cochrane with the command
of a squadron stationed from the Diamond to the Pearl rocks,

for the purpose of cutting oft* the supplies which the enemy

were then endeavouring to throw into Martiniijue. A copy

of his ofiicial letter reporting the destruction of la Cygne

French brig of war, and two schooners laden with flour and

provisions for the use of the blockaded garrison, will be found

at p. 420 ct set/, of this volume.

During the subsequent operations against Martini<]ue, Cap-

tain Collier appears to have commanded the Star sloop of

• Tlio Osproy, ('upttiiii (Juor^iO Yuuiiglmshaiul, muuiitcil 1(5 l!iii(y-t»\i»-

poaiutor rnrruiiudea utid 2 h)tig iiixea : her i-oiiiplcincnt i-()nsi;>tf(i of I2(i

ortic'tTiJ, men, itiid boys. l/Egy|»tionnc wns taken by (Juptuia Conway

Shipk'y, on the 27th of the anuae month—sec p. 3^2.
,
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war. His post commission, however, was dated back to the

day on which la Cygne M'as destroyed, Dec. 13, IH08.

From this period we lose sight of Captain Collier until his

appointment to the Cyane22, ahont Sept. 1810. In Dec. fol-

lowing he witnessed the destruction of VEVv/c French frigate,

which had run on shore to the northward of Tatihou island,

when attempting to escape from la Hogue *. From Oct. 1812

until Aug. 1815, he commanded the Grampus of 50 guns, prin-

cipally on foreign service.

Captain Collier was nominated a C. B. Dec. 8, 1815 ; and

appointed to the Liverpool frigate, fitting for the East India

station, Feb. II, 1818. The following account of the manner

in which he was employed is taken from " Brcnton's Naval

History," Vol. V, p. 2(>5 et seq. :

" Tlic pirutes of the Persian (inlf havini^forjTolton the chastispmcnt iii-

flk'tcd oil them Ity (Captain Waiiiwiipfht -j-, liej^an a^ain, after a h»|)sc of nine

years, to follow their former prufticea. Tlic government of lioniltay fitted

out an expedition to destroy them; and I^Iajor-Gencral Sir William (irant

Kcir was intrusted with the eominand of the troops, ('aptain F. A. Collier,

of n. M. S. the Liverpool, conducted the naval part, followed by two sloops

of war, some Doinhuy marine and transports.

" Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Kinif, who was commander-in-chief in tlu^

East Indies at that period, had given su(;h orders to Captain (^dlier, as had

completely met the whole exigencies of the case. The most perfect harmony •

prevailed, as it ever should, between the army, navy, and civil service

:

4!>28 tons of transport shipping; were employed on the expedition, contaiiN

injf ii body of .'KKK) troops. • • * • Ras-al-Khyma, the principal resort

and head-«iuarters of th"8e frec-booters, was again taken, the fortifications

destroyed, and all their vessels burnt or sunk. The Lords Coinmi^:sioners

of the Admiralty, as well as the government of India, expressed thomselvcfl

highly 8utisiicd with the conduct of (!aptain Collier, and the (commanders

Loch and Walpole, of the Eden and Curlew sloops J.

The Liverpool being bought at Bombay by a Persian prince,

for the purpose of protecting the trade against any future

pirates, her captain, ofticers, and crew were transferred to the

Ganges, a new teak -built ship of the line, in which they ar-

rived at Spithead, Oct. G, 1 822. The subject of this memoir

\k

• See Vol. n. Parti, p. 301.

f See Memoir of SAMtrBi. Lrslib, Es<|, a Po8t-(Japtain of lsl2,

X Captain Loch wa> made post in 18 H.
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has recently sailed to assmue the chief command on the coast

of Africa, with his broad pendant in the Sybille frigate. His

brother, Henry T. Browne Collier, obtained post rank Dec.

2(3, 1822.

j4gents.

-

-Messrs. Goode and Clarke.

GEORGE MILLER BLIGH, Esq.

Tins officer entered the service in 1794, as a midshipman

on board the Alexander of 74 guns, commanded by his father,

the late Admiral Sir Richard Rodney Bligh, G. C. B,, and was

m that ship when she was captured by a French squadron

under Mons. Neuilly, on the 6th Nov. following.

The heroic defence of the Alexander has never been sur-

passed in our naval annals. Her gallant commander's official

account of that desperate conflict will be given under the head

of Commander James Godench : the sufferings endured by

her officers and crew, during their imprisonment, have been

described at p. 702 of our second volume.

After a captivity of six months' duration, Mr. George M.

Bligh fortunately effected his escape from Brest, and returned

to England in an American ship, on board of which was Lady

Anne Fitzroy (sister to the Duke of Wellington), who had

been taken in a packet when coming home from Lisbon. We
subsequently find him serving in the Brunswick 74 *, Agin-

court 64, Quebec 32, and Endymion 40 ; from which latter

frigate he was promoted, immediately after passing his exa-

mination, in 1801.

During the remainder of the French revolutionary war, Mr.

Bligh served as a Lieutenant of the Brunswick, then com-

manded by Captain George Hopewell Stephens ; aiid at the

renewal of hostilities he had the gratification of being ap-

pointed to the flag-ship of Lord Nelson, whose high opinion

of, and good will towards him, will be seen by the following

copies of letters addressed to his highly- respected father :

* Sec p. Kil of this volume.
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" Fictory, March 19, 1804.

" My dear Admiral,—Your son is a very good youus^ man, and I sin-

cerely hope tliat, now your fla^ is up, you will l)e aide to promote him. It

would give me great pleasure to do it, hut I see no prospect, imless we

capture the whole French fleet in Toulon ; therefore do you consider aliout

him. You are sure of my regard, hut I cannot kill people, and I am more

likely to go off myself than any one about me. I have many thanks to

give you • • • • •."

" Flctort/, October 12, 1804.

" Your kind present of newspapers of Aug. l^th and 21st arrived safe,

for all which accept my sincere thanks. Your son has never done wrong,

that I can answer for, since he sailed i'^ the Victory, and I wish I could

promote him, but I see no prospect ne Admiralty fill all vacancies ex-

cept death, and nobody will die ; therefore I recommend you to ask Lord

Melville to let him he put upon the Admiralty list, and then I may be able

to give him the step, which will afford great satisifaction to, my dear Ad-

miral, yours, &c."

" Fktorif, March 31, 1805.

" Many thanks for your constant and kind attention in sending me
newspapers. Your son is certainly upon the Admiralty list, but so far down

that nothing less than the French and Spanish fleets being captured can

give him a reasonable chance—however, it is good to be upon that list. I

can assure you that your son is an excellent youTig man. You must forgive

my short letter, and only believe tl»at I am ever, my dear Admiral, your

most faithful servant,

(Signed) " Nelson and Bronte."
" To rtce-Admirnl Bligh:*

Three days previous to the glorious battle of Trafalgar, Mr.

Bligh was appointed by Nelson to command the Etna bomb

;

but that vessel being then absent from the fleet, he continued to

do duty as Lieutenant of the Victory, and was very danger-

ously wounded, at his quarters on the forecastle, towards the

close of that memorable battle, a musket-ball having struck

him in the breast, and passed in an oblique direction through

his left side. His commission as a Commander bears date

Jan. 25, 1806; at which period he was appointed to the Py-

lades sloop of war, then at Falmouth, with a convoy bound to

the Mediterranean. We should here observe, that the Admi-

ralty had previously refused to confirm his appointment to the

Etna, and hjid directed him to join the Ocean 98, fitting for

the flag of Nelson's successor ; but which he declined doing

:,:\
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in consequence of not having sufficiently recovered from his

wound, and the unhandsome treatment he experienced from

the l^oard.

Captain l^ligh continued in tlie Pyladcs, actively employed

on the Mediterranean station, upwards of three years. On
the 2d May 1808, he captured the Grand Napoleon French

privateer, pierced for 10 guns, hut only four mounted, with a

complement of 38 men. His promotion to post rank took

place Dec. 27th following.

From the Pylades, Captain Bligh removed to the Glatton

56, in which ship he took charge of the homeward hound

trade collected at Malta, in the spring of 1809. He subse-

(juently commanded the Acorn, a post sloop, forming part of

the naval force employed protecting Lissa, under the orders

of Captain (now Sir Murray) Maxwell, who makes the fol-

lowing mention of him (in his official letter to their senior

o nicer, reporting the capture of la Pomone French frigate)

Dec. 1,1810 :—
" Captain Blij^h, of the Acorn, to whom I have entrusted the defence of

Lissa in our absence, has had an arduous duty to perform ; hut no difficul-

ties arise, when all arc actuated by zeul for his Majesty's service: and the

Jittle squadron you have done me the honor to entrust me with, possess it

in an eminent degree."

Captain Bligh's last appointment was, Jidy25, 1814, totlie

Araxes frigate, fitting for the Jamaica station ; from whence

he returned to England, for the purpose of being paid off, ii>

July 1810. He married, on the 2d Dec. in the following

year, Miss Catherine Haynes, of Lonesome Lodge, near Dork-

ing, CO. Surrey.

Agent.—John Chippendale, Esq.

WILLIAM WILBRAHAM, Esq.

Received liis first commission in 1801 ; was made a Com-
mander Aug. 12, 1807 ; and promoted to post rank Jan. 13,

1809. He died Nov. 29, 1824.
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CHARLES GILL, Esq.

A Companion of the Most Honorahle Military Order of the Bath.

This officer was second Lieutenant of the Superb 74, Cap-

tain Richard G. Keats, on the memorable 13th July, 1801 ;

and first of the same ship in Sir John T. Duckworth's action,

off St. Domingo, Feb. 6, 1806 *. His commission as a Com-

mander bears date April 2, 1806.

In the autumn of 1808, Captain Gill was appointed to the

Onyx, a new brig, mounting 8 eighteen-pounder carronadea

and 2 long sixes, with a complement of 76 officers, men, and

boys. The exploit for which he was deservedly advanced to

post rank, is thus described by himself in an official letter,

dated Jan. 10, 1809

:

" On the morning of the Ist instant, at day-light, when in lat.53» 30' NF.

long. 30 E., we discovered a strange brig on the lee-bow,, standing to the

southward, upon which we made the private signal. Sise iinraediately

shewed Dutch colours, and hove to, as if prepared for battle. We kept out

wind until eight o'clock, when, being perfectly ready, we bore down and

brought her to close action. The.enemy attempted several times to raka

us, but, from our superior sailing, we were enabled to foil every attempt.

At 10-30 she struck her colours, being much cut up in her sails and rigging,

and having most of her guns disabled by the superior fire kept up from the

Onyx, which, considering the very heavy sda, displayed a cool and steady

conduct, far beyond any thing I could expect from so young a ship's com-

pany, and merits my warmest commendations. She proved to be the Dutch

national brig Manly, formerly British, and captured by the Dutch in the

river Ems. She mounts 12 cightccn-pounder carronadcs, and 4 long brass

6-pounders, with a complement of 94 iften. I am happy to say, our loss is

much more trifling than might be expected from so long and close a con-

flict, which can only be accounted for by the heavy sea running the whole

of the time, having only 3 wounded" (one mortally, one badly, and one

alightly), " and the enemy 6 killed and 6 wounded.
" I feel more pleasure in announcing her capture, as she sailed from the

Texel, in company with auothnr brig, for the sole purpose of annoying and

intercepting our trade with Heligoland.

" I beg leave to recommend to their Lordships' notice my first Lieute-

nant, Mr. Edward William Garrett, who is an old and very deserving offi-

cer, and to whole advice and assistance I feel much indebted ; also Mr.

• See n. !>71 of this volume, and p. 346 of Vol. I. Part T.
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William Trewron , the second Lieutenant, who is likewise a deserving good

officer, to whose zeal and activity the service stands much indebted •. 1

cannot pass over in silence the assistance I received from Mr. G. D. Louis,

acting master, whose exertions in manoeuvring the hrig, so as to completely

foil the enemy's schemes to rake, evinced great professional skill, and whose

conduct the whole of the time was highly meritorious; as well as that ef

Mr. Z. Webb, the purser, who volunteered his services in the direetiun of

the small-arm men and marines,"

Captain Gill and his first Lieutenant were both promoted in

consequence of this action, their respective commissions bear-

ing date Jan. 16, 1809. We next find the former officer com-

manding the St. Domingo 74, which ship bore the flag of Sir

Richard J. Strachan, at the reduction of Flushing, in the month

of August following.

*' Captain Gill's last appointment was, Dec. 20, 1812, to the

Cleopatra, 32, then on the Halifax station ; which frigate he

paid off about July 1814. He married, Mar. 28, 1822, Har-

riet, second daughter of the late Captain W. White, R. N..

whose widow is a matron of the Royal Hospital at Greenwich.

•Messrs. Stilwell.Agents,'

JAMES WILKES MAURICE, Esq.

This officer was born at Devonport, Feb. 10, 1775. He
entered the royal navy in 1789, and served as a midshipman

on board the Inspector sloop, successively commanded by

Captains Alexander Mackey and James Leakey, until that

vessel was paid off at the close of 1791 ; after which he

passed several months on shore, under the tuition oli the

Rev. Mr. Malham, an able mathematician.

In Dec. 1792, Mr. Maurice joined the Powerful 74, Cap-

tain Thomas Hicks, which ship (at the commencement of

hostilities between Great Britain and France; escorted a fleet

of outward-bound Indiamen to the latitude of the Cape of

Good Hope, and when on her return home touched at St.

Helena, where she captured a valuable French merchantman,

whose commander had not yet heard of tlie war.

The Powerful was subsequently fitted for the flag of Rear-

Admiral Ford, commander-in-chief at Jamaica; but Mr.

Maurice was prevented from proceeding to that station, in

• Lieutenant Trewren died Dec. 24, 1812, aged 23.
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consequence of his being subptrnaed to give evidence against

a warrant officer, who was about to be tried at the Exeter as-

sizes, for embezzling his Majesty's stores.

In May, 1/94, finding no opportunity of rejoining the Pow-
erful, Mr. Maurice obtained a rating on the books of la Con-

corde frigate, then commanded by Sir llichard J. Strachan,

Bart., under whose successor (Captain Anthony Hunt) he was

present at the capture of the Tigre, Alexander, and Formida-

ble, French line -of- battle ships, off L'Orient, June 23, 1795.

He was also very actively employed during the expedition to

Quiberon, in the summer of that year; and although personally

unknown to the Commodore, Sir John B. Warren, his good

conduct was not unobserved by that officer, from whom he re-

ceived an order to act as Lieutenant of the Thunderer 74, in the

absence of a gentleman M'ho had returned sick to England.

This appointment not being confirmed by the Admiralty,

Mr. Maurice rejoined la Concorde at the request of Captain

Hunt, and assisted at the capture of two French frigates

(I'Unit^ and la Virginie), several privateers, and numerous

merchant vessels ; likewise at the destruction of la Volage

corvette, mounting 26 guns.

In 1796, Captain Hunt was appointed to la Virginie, and la

Concorde placed under the command of Captain Richard

Bagot, with whom Mr. Maurice served on the North Sea and

Channel stations until the commencement of Mar. 1797>

when, being strongly recommended by the latter officer, he

was received on board Lord Bridport'a flag-ship, and three

weeks afterwards promoted into the Glory of 98 guns, which

appointment was confirmed by the Admiralty, on the 3d of

the following month. From Dec. 1798 until May 1802, we

find him servuig as a Lieutenant of the Canada 74, succes-

sively commanded by Sir J. B. Warren, the Hon. Michael De
Courcy, and Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke.

After remaining about four months on half-pay, Lieutenant

Maurice was appointed first of the Centaur 74, in which ship

he assisted at the capture of St. Lucia, Tobago, Demerara,

and Essequibo, by the naval and military forces under the

command of Commodore Hood and Lieutenant-General Grin-
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field *. An important service subsequently performed by

Lieutenant Maurice, iu thus described in a letter from the

Commodore to Sir Evan Nepean, dated off Martinique, Nov.

26, 1803

:

" Early this morning, as the Centaur was passinpf Cape de Salines, she

was fired at, and several shot exchanged. I immediately dirette<l Captain

Maxwell to stand on far enough, so that by tacking we could fetch into

Petite Ance d'Arlette, where we anchored, and landed the greater part of the

marines under Captain Crozier, and forty seamen commanded by Lieute-

nants Maurice and Ayacough, to destroy it. On the first alarm the national

guards had assembled to aid 14 cannoniers of the marine artillery, sta-

tioned in the battery ; but by the rapid and active movements of the offi-

cers and men on this service, the enemy had not lime to arrange themselves

in defence of the narrow and steep path to the eminence, where was planted

a brass 2-pounder; and on the approach of our men, they flew to the Monie,

and 90 dispersed themselves in its thick woods, that only one cannonier fell

into our hands. The battery, mounting six 24-pounders, was completely

destroyed, and the guns, &c. thrown over the precipice; but, unfortu-

nately, owing to the explosion of the magazine a little too soon, one sea-

man was killed, and Lieutenant Maurice, first of the Centaur, Captain

Crozier, and Lieutenant Walker, R. M. with six men, wounded.

For their gallantry on this occasion, Lieutenants Maurice

and Ayscough were each presented with a sword value 50/., by

the Patriotic Fund. A similar reward was also voted to Captain

Crozier, and a sword of smaller value to his wounded subaltern.

Shortly after this event. Commodore Hood resolved to take

possession of, and fortify, an almost impregnable rock, situ-

ated near Point Diamond, the S. W. end of Martinique ; in

order that he might be enabled more effectually to check the

enemy's coasting trade, as well as to prevent their cruisers

passing through the narrow channel formed by the rock, and

thereby eflfecting their escape when pursued, as he had wit-

nessed in one remarkable instance, when serving as a Lieute-

nant of his uncle's flag-ship, during the American war.

The altitude of the Diamond rock is 600 feet j its circum-

ference about three-quarters of a mile. The south side is

inaccessible, it being a flat steep, like a wall, sloping a little

towards the top. The east side is likewise inaccessible, with

an overhanging cave of great height. On the S. W. there are

other caves of considerable magnitude, but perfectly impreg-

• See Vol. IL pp. 288 and 797.
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nable from that side. The west side, where breakers run into

the sea, affords the only landing, and that not at all times

practicable. Even when a person reaches the shore, he

must creep on his hands and feet, through crannies and

over dangerous steeps, till he gains the N.W. side, where the

eye is suddenly relieved by a slope of green fig-trees, over-

hung by an immense grotto. To j)lace a battery on the top

of this rock would, at first sight, appear impossible j but

Commodore Hood, intent on annoying the enemy, and con-

vinced of its practicability, lost no time in making the at-

tempt, which was beheld by the French, at Martinique, first

with contempt, and afterwards with astciishment.

On the 8th Jan. 1804, the Centaur 'vas arohortu'. close to

the south side of the rock, and a party of laen, prIiciprJiy

mechanics, landed under the orders of Lieutenmt Maurir'o,

who, with his accustomed zeal, had volunteered \o direct Uieir

operations. The works were carried on with so much rapidity,

that on the 18th of the same month a ray>.i £U)ute was fweti

in honor of Queen Charlotte's birth-day > from thre?: 24.

pounders, one mounted on a traversing cairiuge cloi^^e to the

water, another upon the N. E. side, and the third r^th'T less

than half-way from the base to the top of the rock, The
most arduous and important task was to get two Jloag 18-

pounders to the summit, where a platform was in?.de by

blovi'ing away the forked pieces of granite that ciovrncd it,

and holes drilled through the rock to receive the breechings,

and thereby prevent the guns' froui going over the precipice

when fired. To such an officer as Commodore Hood no diffi-

culty was insurmountable. The method adopted by him on

this occasion was characteristic and inger io'iis, tonsequcntly

deserving of particular notice.

Lieutenant Maurice having succeed; d in scrambling up the

side of the rock (rarely, perhaps never hcf )re, trodden by

man), and fastened one «^r?d o^ nn b-inch hawser to a pinnacle,

the viol-block was co.'.x ?rte J into a traveller, witii a purchase-

block lashed thereto, and the other end of the hawaer set up,

as a jack-stay, round the Centaur's main-mast. The gun

being slung to the viol, the purchase-fall was brought to the

"I

; I
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capstern In this manner the desired object was effected in

the course of a week, during which time Lieutenant Maurice

and the worl<ing party on shore suffered most dreadfully from

excessive heat and fatigue, being constantly exposed to the

Bur and frequently obliged to lower themselves down over

imme ^se precipices to attend the ascent of the guns, and bear

them off from the innumerable projections against which they

swung whenever the ship took a shear, which often occurred,

and caused considerable delay. By the same process shot,

powder, tools, provisions, &c. were conveyed to the rocr,

which was ultimately placTed on the establishment of a sloop

of war, and the command thereof conferred upon Lieutenant

Mauri{;e, as a reward for his uncommon activity and ex-

ertions •.

Lieutenant Maurice's promotion and appointment to the

command of " H. M. sloop Diamond Rock^'* was canfirmed

by the Admiralty, May 7. 1804, from which period nothing

material occurred until the 20th Feb. 1805, when a French

squadron, consisting of one 3-decker, four seventy-fours, three

heavy frigates, two brigs, and a schooner, having on board

S500 troops, arrived from Europe, under the command of

Rear-Admiral Missiessy, for the purpose of throwing supplies

into Martini(iue, &c. and of attacking the weakest of the Bri-

tish colonies. Immediately on the appearance of this hostile

force. Captain Maurice despatched his first Lieutenant, in a

Bwift-rowing boat, to St. Lucia, with instructions to purchase

a schooner and proceed with the intelligence to Commodore

Hood, then lying at Burbadocs ; but who unfortunately had

no other line-of-battle ship than the Centaur wherewith to

oppose 80 formidable an intruder.

On the French Admiral's second departure from Fort Royal

bay, to which he had returned after rava'ifing Dominica, St.

Kitts, Nevis, and Montscrrat, Captain Maurice despatched the

same oflicer to St. Lucia and Barbudoes, with intelligence

that the enemy were bound to St Domingo, which proved to

be perft;ctly correct, although the rapidity of their movements

• An onimatetl account of the Diamond Rock, anil of the circumstanct'B

attemrmK its octuptttion by the Urilisli, will be found in the Nav. Cliron.

vol. xii, pp. 205—212.
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enabled them to sail again previous to the arrival of Rear-Ad-
miral Cochrane, who had proceeded thither from Carlisle bay,

in consequence of Captain Maurice's representation *.

Soon after this event. Sir Samuel Hood visited the Dia-

mond Rock, in company with his lady ; and Captain Maurice

had the gratification of receiving the highest pr.-iise from that

distinguished officer, for his continued zeal and activity, to-

gether with an assurance of the Commodore's sincere friend-

ship, and his readiness to serve him on any future occasion

that might offer.

The official details not having been published in the Lon-

don Gazette, very little has hitherto been known in this coun-

try relative to the loss of the Diamond Rock, which would no

doubt have proved impregnable to an enemy, whilst in tlie

hands oi the British, had it not been for the unfortunate

shortness of ammunition, and the absolute want of water
|

,

under which its brave defenders laboured, when attacked by

u Trench scpiadron in May, 180.'). It will be obvious on a pe-

rusal of the following correspondence, and sentence of a court-

martial by which he was tried, that Captain Maurice, though

not able to command^ fully deserved success :

" Barhitdoes, June fi, 1 SOr>.

•* My Lord,—It is with the greatest sorrow I have to iuforin y«)ii of the

loss of the Diamond Rock, under n ^ commaiid, which wus ol)li^cd to sur-

render on tlu* 2d instant, after three days' attack from a 8(|Uttdron of two

sail of the line, one frlj(ate, one l>rig, u schooner, eleven jfun-boats, and, from

the nearest calculation, 15(K) troops X. The want of ammunition and wa-

ter was the sole occasion of its unfortunate loss. Althou^h I sliall never

cease to regret the accident, yet it is some consolation to think su many

* Rear-Admiral Cochrane had been sent out to assume the chief com-

mand at tlie Leeward Islands. He anchored at Barhadoes only a few hours

before the Lieutenant of ihe Diamond Hock arrived, and on tiie follouiuk;

morning sailed for St. I)()min<>:o. The iTcndi sijuadron returned to IvirtJ^e

May 20, in the same year. See V(d. I, p. 'J(!l.

f A tank, capable of luddlng .'jOO toiH of water, was built uitder a ravine,

but unfortunately no rain fell whilst th'j roek was retaiite«| l.y the llritish.

Rear-Admiral (vochraiie havinir j^uue 'o iccwiird with must of the sliips un

dor his orders, Captain Mauriie wiir< deprived of the supplies usually fur-

nished by the cruisers on tiiat station.

J The Diamond Ruck had only 10^ olhcers, men, and boy«.

-

k.
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valuable lives are saved to his Majesty's service, having only two killed

and one wounded. The enemy, from the nearest account I have been able

to obtain, lost on shore 30 killed and 40 wounded, independent of the ships

and boats : they nUo lost three gun-boats and two row-boats. Allow ine to

< speak in the highest terms of the officers and men under my command;
and I trust, when the court-martial shall have taken place, that their hard-

ships, fatigue, and gallantry, will merit your lordship's approbation, Ihcy

having been nineteen nights under anus, and some ofthem obliged to drink

their own water. I beg leave to enclose the articles of capitulation, and

have the honor to remain, your lordship's most obedient and humble servant,

(Signed) " J. W. Maurice."
" To the Right Hon. Viscount Ndson, 8fC. ^c. Sfc"

Articles of Capitulation, proposed by Captain Maurice, and

accepted by the French Commander.
*• 1.—^That the rock, with all its works, shall be delivered up entire.

" 2.—^That the garrison shall be allowed to march to the Queen's bat-

tery, with drums beating and colours flying, and there lay down their arms.

" 3,— That all private property shall be secured to the oflicers and men.
*' 4.—That the garrison shull be sent to Barbadoes, at the expence of

the French nation ; but not to serve till regularly exchanged.

" 5—That the garrison is capable of holding out a few days longer, and

two hours are given for an answer, when hostilities will be re-commenced."

•• Fictory, at Sea, June 8, 1805.

" Sir,—I have received your letter of the 6th inst., acquainting me with

the surrender of the Diamond Rock under your command, on the 2d of

this month, to a squadron of the enemy's ships and gun-boata, thereiu

mentioned, together with the terms of capitulation which accompanied

your said letter ; in answer to which, while I regret the loss of the Dia-

mond, I have no doubt that every exertion has been used by yourself and

those under your command for its defence, and that its surrender has been

occasioned from the circumstances you represent. It is particularly gra-

tifying that so few lives were lost in the contest, and I iiave very fully to

express my approbation of the terms of capitulation, as well as with your

conduct personally, and that of the oflicers and men under your command,

^vhich I have to request you will be pleased to communicate to them.

I am, &c.

(Signed) " Nelson & Bronte*."
•• To Captain J. JF. Afaurici; i^."

" narhadoes, June 19, 1805.

*' Sir,—In my letter of the 14th May, to Sir Francis Laforey, I informed

lilm of the arrival of the enemy's combined 8(|uadrons off the rock, and of

our hftviug bad one l^our's partial action with them as they passed it : their

• See Vol. I, p. 591

.
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force consisting of 16 sail of the line, 8 frij^ates, 3 brigs, 1 ship armed en

flute, and his Majesty's late sloop Cyane *

.

" On the 16th May, at 7-30 A. M., saw a large ship rounding Point Sa-

line ; from her appearance I plainly saw she was a hhip of the line, and from

the cut of her sails, an enemy. At 8 she hoisted a Spanish ensign and pen-

dant ; I immediately directed French colours to be hoisted as a decoy,

which fully answered my wishes, for at 8-40 ..;? had got under the lee of

the rock, at the distance of three-quarters of a ir ile, when I shifted the co-

lours, and opened a well-directed fire of roun^l and grape from fort Dia-

mond
J the first shot striking her under the fore channel, she directly put

her helm up, and in the act of wearing returned one feeble shot. From

the light winds she did not get out of range until nine, but continued run-

ning before the wind till twelve. At 2 P. M. an enemy's brig stood out of

Fort Royal bay, and beat to windward of the rock, where she continued to

cruise. I was now fully satisfied in my own mind of the intention of the

enemy to attack the rock. From the 16th to the ^Uth we were completely

blockaded by frigates, brigs, schooners, and sloop-rigged Itoats, which pre-

vented any supplies being thr«wn in to me. On the 25th a sluop frum St.

Lucia, with my second Lieutenant, who had carried despatches to Darbu-

docs" (announcing the arrival of the French and Spanish stiuadrons) " and

the Purser, who had gone over to complete the provisions to four months,

was taken under my guns, endeavouring to throw in some barrels of pow-

der, although we cove-ed her with a spirited fire from fort Diamond, Cen-

taur's battery, &c. On the 2fUli, at 5-30 P.M., two ships of the line,

one frigate, and a sc:;()oner, with eleven gun-t)oats in tow, i tood out from

Fort Royal, under all sail. I now had not the smallest doiU)t that the

8(|uadron was intended for the attack of the Diamond. The rock was

therefore put into the best state of defence possible, and I was determined

to defend it while I had any ammunition and water remaining. (Jn the

30ib, at sun-rise, the enemy's squadron had fallen far to leeward ; but the

wind unfortunately veering very much to the southward, (indeed farther

than I had known it for some months) enabled them to fetch as high as St.

Ann's bay, where they continued ui'ler easy sail for the night. On the

morning of the 31st, at sun-rise, they were still under easy sail, far to wind-

ward ; but from the number of their signals, and having cast oft' their boats,

I was convinced the attack would soon be made. At 7> the enemy bore up

iu a line for the rock, the gun-bouts, &c. keeping within lhcn», crowded

with troops. Seeing the iiii possibility of defending the lower works against

such a force, and the certainty of our being prevented from gaining the

heights without consi(lerul)Ie loss, and wliich could not bo defended for any

time without us, with the greatest n-luctance I ordorctl the whole above

the first lodgment, leaving a iu»\, at each gun to give the enemy their con*

M

:!i

f

Sec p. VJb of this volume.
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tents. The powder left below was (lr(»wiiecl, and the launch cut away, that

she might not be Bcrviceable tu the enemy. At 7-60 we had every person

up, and the ladders secured, when the Berwick 74 opened her lire within

pistol-shot : at 8, the whole of the enemy's squadron and ^un-boats were

in action, which was returned by Hood's battery and Fort Diamond ; the

whole of the troops in the boats keeping up a heavy fire of musketry. It

was a fortunate circumstance we quitted the lower works when we did, as

our own stores hove down by the enemy's shot would have killed and

wounded the whole of us. I was now I)usily employed in placing the

people on the different lodgments, with small arms, to harrass the ene-

my as they landed, and to cover themselves. I am happy to say that the

execution done was considerable ; for the fire of our men was so gallimr,

that the seamen left their boats, excepting three men in each, who were

shot dead, and three of the gun-boats went adrift. The whole of the ene-

my's squadron were constantly employed during this day in bombarding

the rock, as they could fetch in to wuidward of it. At night the whole of

the men were posted on different lodgments, to harrass the enemy, as they

threw in supplies and reinforcements : on the 1st, the enemy's squadron

constantly bombarding the rock, the fire from the troops much more spi-

rited : on the 2d, the enemy's squadron, reinforced by a brig, bombarding

as before ; the fire from the troops this day very seveic, as they were cover-

ed by the overhanging rocks, and fired up as our men appeared. At fotir

in the afternoon, on examining into our ammunition, I found we had but

little powder left, and not a sufficient quantity of ball-cartridges to last until

<lark. Beuig firmly of opinion that the ^ nemy meant to endeavour to carry

the heights by assault that night, I thought it a duty I owed to those brave

fellows who had so gallantly supported me during three days and two nights

constant battle, to offer terms of capitulation ; and having consulted my
first Lieutenant, who was of the same opinion, at 4-30, the unhappiest mo-

ment of my life, I threw out a flag of truce, which returned at five, with

lid lurable terms for the garrison, and the next morning we embarked on

board the Pluton and Berwick. On the 4th we were sent to Barbadttes in

u cartel, agreeable to the articles, except 14 men, whom they forcibly de-

tained unknown to me, getting persons to swear thuy were French. I have

written to Captain Kempt, agent for prisoners of war, stating the business,

as well as their en;loavouring to rntice the whole of my crew to enter into

their service ; but, thank Ciod ! I trust no Englishman, let hint be ever so

bad, is base enough to do so. I beg leave to recommend in the strongest

terms, the able and gallant support I received from my first Lieutenant,

Mr. Robert Adams Wudhain, whose services at different times in carrying

despatches to Barbadoes, relating to the enemy, merit my warmest acknow-

ledgments. I am also much indebted to Lieutenant Watson of the marines,

for bis active and abl* support. Those, Sir, were the only ollieers I had,

but I needed not more, for the conduct of the whole of my people was »<»

active, orderly and gallant, that I shall always reflect on it with pleasure t(»

^^:.
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the latest day of my life. Indeed, when you observe that wc had only two

killed and one wounded, you will conclude, that had not my orders been

put in execution with the greatest promptness and attention, wc must

have met with great loss ; and had I let loose their valour, I should have

lost half my men. Their fatigue and hardships were beyond description,

having only a pint of water during 24 hours, under a vertical sun, and not

a moment's rest day or night : several of them fainted for want of water,

and others were obliged to drink their own. A schooner had brought out

60scaliug ladders, to attempt us that night under cover of the scpiadron, and

four more sail of the line were to have come against us the next day. Indeed

the whole of the combined squadrons were employed on the service, and

not less than 3000 men •. The Captain of the Sirline frigate was wounded

through the knee. My only consolation is, that although I unfortunately

lost the rock, I trust its defence was honorable, and hope it will merit

your approbation. I have the honor to remain, &c.

(Signed) "J. VV. Maurice."
*' To Rear-/idmlral Cochrantt, 6fc. fyc. Sfc."

Sentenck.

" The Court is of opinion, that Captain James Wilkes Maurice, the o(li-

ccrs and company of his Majesty's late sloop Diamond Rock, did every

thing in their power to the very last, in the defence uf the ruck, against a

most superior force ; and that Captain J. W. Maurice behaved with firm

and determined resolution, and did not surrender the Diamond until he was

unable to make further defence fur want of water and ammunition ; the

Court do therefore :imornbhj uojuit Captain Mnurice accordln;.''y.

" The Court canuot dismiss Captain J. \V. Maurice witliou , ..pressing

their admiration of his conduct in the whole of the occasion ; and also

they express the highest approbation of the support given by the officers

and men under his command ; a circumstance that does high honor to them,

tnd no less credit and honor to the discipline maintained by Captain Mau-

rke : the Court do therefore unanimously and honorably acquit tlie said

officers and ship's company, and they are unaniimuslif and lionurably ac-

quitted accordingly +."

Captain Maurice returned home with despatches from

Roar-Admiral Cochrane ; landed at Livcrprml, on the 'M\ Aug.

1805 J
and proceeded express to the Adni'ualty, where he

met with a very flattering reception, and was immediately

presented with an appointment to the Savage, a new IH-guu

brig, then fittin}; for foreign service, but subsci[uently placed

I

ml

i

• Soldiers, &c. who landed.

t The French official account of the capture of the Diamond Hock i*

given iu th« Naval Chronicle, Vol. xv, pp. 129—136.

I;(
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under the orders of Lord Gnr(]iier, on the Irish station.

Whilst equipping that vessel at Foitsiuouth, he had the honor

of an interview with the immoital Nelson, who seized his

hand, and expressed himself as follows :

" Captain Maurice, I am very happy to see you, and I lament that 1 did

not arrive in the West Indies time enough to save you } but don't let that

make you unsasy, for I assure you tliere is no person who entertains a

higher sense of your gallantry in the defence of the rock than myself: 1

am sorry their Lordships have not givsn you post-rank ; however, you

are placed under my orders, by my own particular request, and I will do

every thing in my power to serve you."

At the time of this interview, Nelson was about to resume

the command of the Mediterranean fleet, but unfortunately the

Savage could not be manned in time to accompany him, and

her commander's prospects of promotion were consequently

blighted ; the intelligence of his lordship's glorious death

having reached England whilst Captain Maurice was still at

Portsmouth, strenuously but vainly endeavouring to render

his sloop effective.

From Dec. 1805, until June, 1807, the Savage was chiefly

employed convoying the trade from the different ports in St.

George's Channel to the Downs ; and Captain Maurice had the

good fortune never to lose a single vessel committed to his

charge, during the whole of that period. We next find him

escorting a fleet of merchantmen from Cork to the West Indies,

and subsequently cruising under the orders of Uear-Admiral

Dacres, on the Jamaica station, where he captured the Don
Quixote, Spanish brig privateer, of 8 guns and 99 men, Dec.

1807.

In July, 1808, Captain Maurice joined the flag of Sir Alex-

ander Cochrane, at Barbadoes ; and the Admiralty having

strongly recommended him to that officer for promotion, he

was appointed Governor of Maricgalante, on the 1st Oct. fol-

lowing. His post commission bears date Jan. 18, 1809.

The command of a frigate would have been nuich more ac-

ceptable to Captain Maurice than this appointment ; but as Sir

Alexander paid him many compliments on his defence of the

Diamond Kock, and there was a probability of Maricgalante

being attacked, he lost no time in asaumiug the government
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of that small colony, and making every necessary arrangement

for baffling the designs of the enemy, should they send a force

from Guadaloupe against him.

On landing at Mariegalantc, Governor Maurice found that

the garrison consisted of only 400 marines, no less than 300

of whom were then dangerously ill in the hospitals ; and that

notwithstanding the vigilance of those still doing duty, the

enemy were constantly supplied with intelligence respecting

the state of the island, all the inhabitants being French, and

many of them related to, or otherwise connected with persons

residing in Guadaloupe. A negro regiment was soon after-

wards raised by order of Sir Alexander Cochrane ; but although

this corps proved useful in preserving order for the time be-

ing, it could not have been depended upon in case of an inva-

sion. Every thing tended to keep the governor's mind in a

state of constant anxiety ; false alarms were often given : on

one occasion a French squadron actually approached the island,

hove to, and appeared to bo meditating an attack ; such of the

marines as returned to their duty were in a very debilitated

state, and even if the whole had been under arms, they were

greatly out-numbered by their black auxiliavics, whose real

feeling towards them it was impossible to discover. At length.

Governor Maurice himself was attacked with the intermittent

fever, and after a distressitig illness of three months, he found

himself obliged to try a change of climate j for which purpose

he embarked in the homeward-bound packet., Oct. 1 3th, 1809.

Previous to his q\iitting Mariegalante, he received an address

from the legislative body and principal inhabitants, expressing

the happiness and comfort they had experienced under his ad-

ministration, and imploring him, if possible, to continue at

the head of their affairs.

Captain Maurice's next appointment was, in Aug. 1810, to

be governor of Anholt, an island situated in the Cattegat, and

at that time forming an important point of communication be-

tween Great Britain and the Baltic *. A brilliant exploit per-

formed by the officers and men under hia command, is thus

SoeVol. n. Parti, p. 121.
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officially described by himself, in a letter addressed to Sir

James Saumarez, Bart. K. B. commander-in-chiefon that sta-

tion :

—

" Fort Yorhr,isIrtm1nf/lnholt,21 Mar. ISll.

"Sir,— I reported to you in my letter of tlie lOih ultimo, my Imvintj

received information of an intended attack on this island by the Danes.

On the 8th instant, I received corroboration of this inteliiijeiice ; but aa

every exertion had been made to complete tlic works as well as our mate-

rials would allow, and as picqiiets were niifhtiy stationed from one extreme

of the island to the other, in order to prevent surprise, I awaited with con-

fidence the meditated attack.

" Yesterday H. M. ship Tartar anchored on tlie north side of the island*.

The enemy's flotilla and army, consistin;^ in all of nearly 4,000 men,

have this day after a close combat of four hours and a half, received a

most complete and decisive defeat, and arc fled i)ack to their ports, with

the loss of three pieces of cannon, and upwards o/ 500 prinoners : a number

greater by 150 men than the garrison I command.
" I am now to detail the proceedings of the day. In the morning, just

before dawn, the out-picquets on the south side of the island Diade the

signal for the enemy being in sight. The garrison was immediately put

under arms, and I lost not a moment in proceeding with the brigade of

howitzers, and 200infantry, accompanied by Captain Robert Torreus.R. M.

(who had hitherto acted as major commandant to the battalion), in order

to oppose their laliding. On ascending an elevation, for the purpose of

reconnoitring, I discovered the landing had already been effected, under

the cover of darkness and a fog; also that the enemy were advancing rapidly,

and in great numbers.

" On both wings the enemy now far outflanked us, and I saw that if we

continued to advance, they would get between us and our work^ ; I instantly

ordered a retreat, which was effected in good order, and without loss,

although the enemy were within pistol-shot of our rear, and seemed deter-

mined to enter our batteries by storm ; but fort Yorkc and the Massareene

battery opened such a well-directed fire of grape and musketry, that the

assailants were obliged to fall back and shelter themselves under the sand-

hills. As the day lightened we perceived that the enemy's flotilla, consist-

ing of 18 gun-boats, had taken up a position on the south side of the island,

at point-blank shot. I ordered the signal to be n)ade to the Tartar and

Sheldrake, that the enemy had landed, upon which these vessels imme-

diately weighed, and under a heavy press of sail use<l every endeavour to

beat up the south side ; but the extent of the shoals threw them out so many

• The Tartar frigate, Sheldrake sloop, and Safeguard and Wrangler,

gun-brigs, had been despatched from England in consequence of Governor

Maurice's letter to Sir James Saumarcz, dated Feb. 10, 181 1.
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miles, that it was some hours heforc their intention could be accomplished.

The gun-boats now opened a very lieavy fire on our works, while a coliunn

of about 600 men crossed the island to the westward, and took up a posi-

tion on the northern shore, covered by hillocks of sand, by breaks and in-

equality of ground. Another column made many attempts to carry the

Massareenc bat ery by storm, but were as often repulsed, and compelled to

cover themselves under hillocks of suud, which on this island are thrown up

by every gale.

" The column on the south side had now succeeded in bringing up n

field-piece against us ; and Captain William Holtaway, R. IVI., who had

commanded at the advanced post, joined us by water, ' I had been und^'r

great apprehensions that this officer had fallen into the handa of the enemy ;

but finding, after several gallant attempts, that he was cut olF from reach-

ing head-(|uarters by land, he, with the coolest judgment, laimched a boat,

and landed his party under Fort Yorke, amidst the acclamations of the gar-

rison. Immediately afterwards. Lieutenant Henry Loraine Raker, R. N.,

who (with Lieutenant Richard Turnbull, of the marines, and some brave

volunteers) had, in the Anholt schooner, gone on the daring enterprise of

destroying the enemy's flotilla in his own ports, bore down along the north

side of the island. Things were in this position when the column on the

northern shore, which, divided by the sand-hills, had approached within fifty

paces of our lines, made another desperate effort to carry the Massareenc

battery by storm ; the column to the S. E. also pushed on, and the reserve

appeared on the hills ready to support them ; but while the commanding

officer was leading on his men with great gallantry, a musket-ball put »

period to his life. Panic-struck by the loss of their chief, the enemy again

fell back, and sheltered themselves behind the sand-hills. At this critical

moment, Lieutenant Baker, with great skill and gallantry, anchored his

vessel on their flank, and opened a well-directed fire. The sand-hills being

no longer a protection, and finding it impossible either to advance or re-

treat, the assailants hung out a flag of truce, and ofiered to surrender upon

terms ; but 1 would listen to nothing less than an unconditional submis-

sion, and I have the pleasure to inform you, that this corps also laid down

their arms, and surrendered themselves prisoners of war.

" The prisoners, now more numerous than my small garrison, were no

sooner secured, than operations were commenced against the reserve,

which had been seen retreating to the westward of the island.

" I took the field with Captain Torrens (who, though wounricd, insisted

on accompanying me) ; but, as our prisoners were so numerous, and wc

had no place of security in which to place them, I could only employ on

this occasion the brigade of howitzers, under Lieutcuants Richard C. Steele

and John Bezant, of the royal marine artillery" (the former sid)alteru act-

ing as adjutant), " and part of the light company, commanded by Lieute-

nant Turnbull. When we arrived at the west end of the island, wc fotuul

that the enemy had formed on the beach, and were protected hf 14 gun«

f^

|'
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boats, towed close to the shore : to attack such a force, with 4 howitzcK

and 40 men, seemed a useless sacrifice of brave men's lives ; 1 therefore,

with the advice of Captain Torrens, halted on the hills, while I roluctantly

saw the reserve embarked, under cover of the gun-hoats, and the flotilla

take a final leave of the island. I am happy to say our loss has not been so

considerable as might have been expected from so desperate an attack, we
having only 2 killed and .'^0 wounded. The enemy have suffered severely;

we have buried between 30 and 40 of their dead, and received in the hospi-

tal 23 wounded, most of whom have undergone amputations : a great

number were carried off the field to their boats. Major Melsteat, the

commandant (an officer of great distinction) fell in the field ; Captain Bor-

gan, the next in command, was wounded in the arm ; (!!aptaiii Prut2, adju-

tant-general to the commander of the forces in Jutland, lost both his legs,

and is (with 3 men) since dead.

" The most pleasing part of my duty is to bear testimony to the zeal,

energy, and intrepidity of the officers and men I had the honor to com-

mand : to particularize would be impossible : the same ardour inspired the

whole. To Lieutenant Baker, next in command, who will have the honor of

delivering this despatch, and be able to give you every information you re-

quire, I am much indebted ; his merit and zeal as an officer, which I have

some years been acquainted with, and his volunteering with me on this ser-

vice, claim my warmest esteem. Captain Torrens, the senior officer of

royal marines, bore a conspicuous part on this day, and, although wounded,

I did not lose his valuable service and able support. The discipline and

state of perfection to which he had brought the battalion is highly creditable

to him as an officer. Lieutenant R. C. Steele also claims my warmest ac-

knowledgments for the arrangements he made, which enabled us to keep

up so heavy and destructive a fire. Captain Steele, Lieutenant and Quar-

ter-Master Fischer, senior subaltern. Lieutenants Stewart, Gray, Ford, Jel-

Hco, Atkinson, and Curtaync, all merit my warmest acknowledgments for

the assistance they afforded me. Lieutenant Bezant deserves every com-

mendation I can give him for his cool and able judgment in the direction of

the guns in the Massareene battery. Lieutenant Turnbull, who acted as

captain of the light company, when we pursued the reserve, manifested

such zeal and energy, that I have no doubt, had we brought the enemy

again to action, he wouhl have bore a very conspicuous part.

" I cannot sufficiently express my thanks to Captains Baker and Stew-

art, of the Tartar and Sheldrake, for their great exertions to get round to

the flotilla : had the wind favored them, they would have destroyed the

whole f.
•••••.

(Signed) J. W. Maurice.'*

t Captain Joseph Baker died ut Presteigne, in June, 181/. Captain

James Fattison Stewart obtained post rank Feb. I, 1812.
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The ordnance, &c. taken on this glorious occasion, con-

sisted of one brass field-piece, two 4-inch howitzers, 14 shells,

484 muskets with bayonets complete, 470 swords, and 16,000

musket-ball cartridges. Two transports laden with shells,

ammunition, provisions, &c. were captured by the Tartar;

and two heavy gun-vessels by the Sheldrake. We shall now
present our readers with copies of two letters which were

addressed to Governor Maurice, in acknowledgment of his

splendid achievement

:

" Jdinlratty, Jpril 8, 1811.

" Dear Sir,—Your <lespatche8, accompuined by your private letter of the

dlst, arrived here last night, and I congratulate you on the brilliant success

which has attended your judicious and oflicerlike conduct in the defence of

Anholt, supported by the determined bravery of the officers and men under

your command. Their Lordships have highly approved of your gallant

conduct ; and I am happy to inform you that Lieutenant H. L. Baker, the

second officer in command, will be immediately promoted to the rank of

Commander. It will give me pleasure to find myself enabled to notice the

meritorious behaviour of Captain Torrens, as well as of Mr. Gray, the acting

surgeon of the garrison.

" It gives me satisfaction to find that it is your wish to remain in coui-

inand of this important island for another year ; a request that I willingly

comply with, as I am persuaded it cannot be placed in abler or safer hands.

" I think it will be proper to desire an engineer officer to go over for the

purpose of looking at your batteries, &c., and to bring back a plan or sur-

vey, in case any thing additional should be required against next winter *.

" I hope to find myself able in a short time to express my sense of your

good conduct by appointing your brother to a ^loop of war, for which I have

directed him to be noted, at an early opportunity t. I remain, dear Sir,

yours very faithfully,

(Signed) " C. Yorkk."
" To Captain Maurice, Governor nfAnholt, Sfc,"

MJRICE.

• We should here observe that Governor Maurice found the works in their

infancy, and that he was indefntigably employed completing thcni during

the preceding long and severe winter. An octagon battery round the

light-house was scarcely finished when Uie enemy made their appearance.

t Ferdinand Moore Maurice, E8(|. Commander, R. N. (twin-brother to

the subject of this memoir) was soon afterwards appointed to the Magnet

brig, in which vessel he perished with all his crew, when proceeding to the

Halifax station, in the autumn of 1812. He had tlic reputation of being a

truly zealous officer, and his lotis was greatly lamented.

sum.. PART I. 2 G
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" Lontlon, lOth April, 181!.

" My dear Sir,—I most heartily congratulate yuu on the brilliant suc-

cess of the brave garrison under your coiutnand, in having repulsed an at-

tack of the enemy's select troops, consisting of as many thousands as the

whole force opposed to tliem amounted to hundreds, and by the gallantry

and intrepid conduct of your valiant heroes, succeeded in taking a greater

number of prisoners than their whole collected force. Mr. Yorke having

signified to me that he would write to you, I can only assure you that this

gallant affair is the theme of every one's praise, and has excited the admi-

ration of all ; and I have no doubt but yonr services upon this occasion

will be duly appreciated by the Admiralty. I have great pleasure in adding

that Lieutenant Baker is made a Commander, and that C'aptain Torrens and

Lieutenant Fischer are recommended to H. R. H. the Prince Regent for

brevet rank. I have the honor to be, with high regard, &c.

(Signed) " J.^vss Saumauez."
" To Capt. Maurice, Anholt."

The garrison of Anholt subsequently presented their gallant

governor with a valuable and highly finished sword, on which

is the following inscription :

" Presented by the officers, non-commissioned officers, gunners, and pri-

vates, of the royal marines and royal marine artillery, in garrison at Anholt,

to their esteemed governor. Captain James Wilkes Maurice, of the royal

navy, in token of their admiration of his personal bravery in the battle of

the 27th March, IKll ; and as a grateful memorial for his liberal forbear-

ance and kind consideration of their feelings during his government."

The presentation of this sword f took place on the anni-

versary of our late revered monarch's birth-day ; the garrison,

and the men of war at anchor off the island, having previously

fired the usual royal salutes. Captain Holtaway, then senior

officer of the marine battalion, addressed Governor Mau-

rice as follows

:

" Sir,—I am requested by the officers and men composing the garrison

under your command, to beg your acceptance of this sword, although a

very inadequate testimony of the high sense entertained l)y them all of the

gallantry and courage manifested by you in the battle of the 27th March,

ISIl, as likewise for the mildness and forbearance you have at all times

evinced during your government of the island. In alluding. Sir, to the 27th

of March, I trust, from the brilliancy of the issue of that day, it will long

be remembered with the greatest pleasure and satisfaction, by you and all

who had the good fortune to be placed under your command. Permit me.

Governor Maurice, in presenting you this sword, individually to wish you

a long continuance of health to wear it, with the fullest conviction that it

• * Value 150 guineas.



POST-CAPTAINS OF 1809. 451

JMAREZ.'

will never be drawn without reason, or sheathed without honor : and that

a8 each revolvin<f year shall brini,' al)0Ut the anniversary of the day (whe-

ther you shall be employed in defendiiij,' the honor and independence of

your King and Country, or seekinjif ease in a state of retirement), it may

still come attended with an increase of happiness and pleasure to yourself,

and all who take an interest in your welfare."

Captain Maurice continued to command at Anholt until

Sept. 1812 J on the 21st of which month the following gar-

rison order was issued by his successor

:

" A guard, consisting of one subaltern, one serjeant, one corporal, one

drummer, and twenty privates, will be ordered in readiness to-morrow to

attend Governor Maurice at the beach, on his emi)arkation for England ;

and a salute of 13 guns will be fired fron> fort Yorke, as a compliment to

the Governor on the same occasion, with three cheers from the garrison for

his brave and gallant defence of this island.

(Signed) " W. B. Camphell, Major,

R. V. Battalion^."

Captain Maurice arrived in England Oct. 20, 1812; and

has not since been employed. He married, Oct. 5, 1814,

Miss Sarah Lyne, of Plymouth, which lady died of typhus

fever in June 1815, aged 21 years.

Agents.—Messrs. Maude.

H
I'

I
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CHARLES DILKES, Esq.

Nephew to the late Admiral Dilkes, and brother to Major-

General William Thomas Dilkes, who commanded the brigade

of guards at the celebrated battle of Barrossa f.

This officer served as a Lieutenant during the Egyptian

campaign, and obtained the rank of Commander Mar. 20,

1805. In the spring of the following year we find him com-

manding the Hazard sloop of war, and very actively employed

on the Rochefort station, under the orders of Admiral (now

•The 11th royal veteran battalion was sent out to relieve the marine

detachment.

•|- The services of Admiral Dilkes, and the Major-General of that name,

are recorded in the Hot/nl Naval Biography, Vol. I. p. 360 et seq. ; and

in the lioynl Military Calendar, Vol. I. p. 333 et seq. The former gentle-

man died at Exeter, Feb. 18, 1827.
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Sir Edward) Thornbrough. The following is a copy of the

first gazette letter it» which his name appears :

" Ctvsnr, off the Pertuh d'^ntinc/ie,JuJi/29, 1S(»7.

" IMy Lord,—On tlie morning of the 27th, Captain Dilkes havinjj ob-

served at day-lii^ht several small vessels under sail in the Pertuis Breton,

sent the boats of his squadron in chace ; and they surcecded in capturinij,

in a manner hijfhly to the credit of the officers and crews concerned, nine

sail, and drove six on shore ; another was destroyed by the enemy.
" I herewith enclose Captain Dilkes's letter, and betf sf, ronj^ly to recom-

mend that meritorious officer to your lordship's notice. He has com-

niande<l the Idockadinjj squadron in the Pertuis Breton since the Ist April,

and during that time we do not know of any vessel of the enemy havinj(

escaped his vigilance. I have directed him to send the Colpoys brig with

the prizes to Plyntouth, which I hope your lordship will approve of. I

liave the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) " R. J. Strachan."
" 7'o Admiral Lord O'nrdner."

The vessels captured on this occasion were two armed

chasse marees, two others laden with wheat, and five in

ballast ; one sloop and six chasse marees had previously

been taken and destroyed by the Hazard and her consorts *.

On the 2d Oct. IHO", a court-martial was held on board

the flag- ship in Hamoa/e, on charges exhibited by Captain

Dilkes against Mr. William li-.Try, first Lieutenant of the

Hazard, for a breach of the 2(1 and 20th articles of war. The

charges being fully proved, the prisoner was condenmed to be

hanged , which awful sentence was carried into execution on

the 19th of the same month. Further particulars will be

found in the Naval Chronicle, Vol. xviii, p. 342 ct scq.

The subject of this memoir conunanded Sir Alexander

Cochrane's Hag-ship at t!)e reduction of Martiirnpie, in Fel).

I8()9; and served on shore with a detachment of seamen,

under the orders of Commodore Fahie, during the operations

against (Juadaloupe, at the commencement of IHlOf. J''**

post commission bears date Jan. 18, 1H()9.

In Oct. 1810, Captain Dilkes was appointed to the Castor

ol '.V2 guns, which frigate he contimied to comi.mnd \mtil

m
• Conflict, (3rt)wler, and Colpoys.

t Sec Vol. I. p. 'J«il ft tPij.t and the last par. of p. HH<).
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July 1815. On the 23(1 June, 1813, his boats, under the di-

rections of Lieutenants Bassett Loveless and Edwyn rrancis

Stanhope, boarded and brought out from under the protection

of a strong fort, on the coast of Catalonia, la Fortune, French

privateer of 2 guns, 2 swivels, and 48 men. In the perform-

ance of this service the Hritish had 4 killed and 9 wounded.

On the 15th Jan. 1814, the Castor's cutter, conunanded by

the former officer, captured 1' Heureux privateer, of one 12-

pounder and 25 men, close vmder the guns of Montjui. On
this occasion Lieutenant Loveless lost an arm, and one of his

men was also severely wounded. Le Minuit, another one-gun

privateer, was subsetjuently taken by several boats, under the

command of Lieutenant Stanhope.

Captain Dilkes married, Jan. 21, 1818, Louisa, daughter of

Thomas Newenham^ of Coolmore, Ireland, Es(|.

HON. JAMIiS WILLLVM KIN(i.

SiiVKNTH sun of the lute Earl of Kingston, and brother to

the present peer.

This officer received his fust commission March 3, 18()4 ;

obtained the rank of Conunander Aug. 15, 18(M); and was

made post, whilst serving on the Leeward Islands station,

Jan. 18, 180<).

After acting for a short time in the Jewel of 48 guns*, Cap-

tuin King was appointed, June 2, 18()1), to the Jason 32,

which ship had th<' honor of bearing the Hag of the Duke of

Clarence, when 11. R. II. escorted Louis XVIU. to the French

shore, in April, 1811. She subsecjuently conveyed the Em-

peror Alexander, the King of IVus^ia, and the Duchess of

Oldenburgh, to Calais, on their return from ICngland.

Captain King nuirried, Nov. 28, 181'», Caroline, second

daughter of the Archbishop of Dublin.

AgviUs.—Messrs. Stilwell.

• Forincrly tliu French friKule Topnzc— M-e p. .'UJI

is
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JAMES PREVOST. Esq.

Second son of the late Major-General A. Prevostj by

Anne, daughter of the Chevalier George Grand, of Amster-

dam, Knight of the Swedish Order of Gustavus Vasa ; and

brother to Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, Bart.,

G. C. U., who died Jan. 5, 1816.

This officer received a Lieutenant's commission in 17^3,

and was presented with tlie Turkish gold medal for his gal-

lant conduct during the Egyptian campaign *. His promo-

tion to the rank uf Commander touk place towards the close

of 1801.

At the renewal of the war in 1803, Captain Prevost was

appointed to the command of the sea-fencibles of Whitstable
;

and we subsequently find him in the Explosion bomb, from

which vessel he removed to the Saracen of 18 guns, about

Feb. 1805. In that sloop he brought home the naval and

military despatches announcing the disastrous rcsvdt of the

attack upon Buenos Ayres, July 5, 1807. His conduct while

employed in the Rio de la Plata, was liigh'y approved of by

Rear-Admiral Murray,who recommended him to the protection

of the Admiralty, " as an active and very zealous officer."

Captain Prevost obtained post rank Mar. 13, 180i) ; and

commanded the Ceres 32, flag-ship of Rear-Admiral Sur-

ridge, at Chatham, from Dec. 1812 untU June 1811; about

which period he mairieilthe only daughter of Lewis Theisscr,

of Woodcote Park, Surrey, Escj. His first wife died, atWey-

bcidge, in the same countv, Feb. 1, 1813,

j4gents.—Messrs. Maude.

M 1"

FRANCIS NEWCOMHE, Esq.

j4 Companion of the Most I/onomlilr Military Onltr of the Dnth.

This officer was made a Lieutenant in 1704, and advanced

to the rank of C{mnnander in 1801. He suhsecjucntly com-

manded the Beagie sloop, stationed otY Boulogne, where he

• Sec Vol. II. I'ari 11. p 8M.
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captured the French privateers le Hazard, of 14 guns and 40

men ; Vengcur, 10 guns and 48 men; and la Fort\inc, of 14

guns and .08 men. His gallant conduct in Aix liuads on the

memorable 11th Apiil (and following days) 18()0, is thus re-

corded in the minutes of a court-martial which was after-

wards assembled to investigate the conduct of Lord Gamhier :

Qucfition put to Captain Georsfi: Wolfe, of VA'tgle friu^nte.—" Lord

Cochrane having remarked to yuu that some of the fire-ships, upon the

first attack upon the enemy, liad not lieen well managed, do you know of

any particular fire-sliip, or fire-ships, that were improperly conducted on

the evening of the I llh April f"

/tnsirer.—" I cannot partituiarisc those that were l>adly managed ; the

ship that passed Itetween ns and the island of Oleron, and got on shon;

there, was the (»nly one I particularly noticed."

Q.—" Do you know her name V
A.—" I do not; I hailed five that came very near us. Our own ship

was very nearly burnt liy two that were hadly managed, and which were on

fire as they passed us. I could only learn tiie names of the ulhcers of two

of the fire-ships that lieliaved well ; they did not fire their ships till after they

had passed me. Five hehaved very well : nnfofthein tnts coinmniitfvd lii/ Cap-

tain Nctrcoinhe, tr/io ilrxired me to rnneinher hr had passed «,»•."

The following is Captain Neweomhe's own account of his

proceedings on the ensuing day :

*' Being under weigh, on the 12th April, and it being reported to me
that a signal was made by the commander-in-chief—the frigates to go to the

bhip making signals of distress in such a <|uarter— 1 felt it my duty to pro-

ci'e<l on after the Imperieuse, to Aix Roads ; I'Aigle and the other frigates,

besides the Valiant and Revenge, following. Conceiving it the intent of the

commander-in-chief that I should so proceed, on having previously disco-

vered the Ktna bond) and several gun-brigs making sail for the anchorage,

pree.ed'mg the Imperieuse, and which I judged was from the directions they

received from the commander-in-chief, I judged it prudent to] reserve iu

preparation my bower anchor and cable, for any of the ships that might

rc(piirc it, concluding that there was a great probability that it mi;;ht be

retjuired by cither the line-of-battle ships or frigates. I causetl my own

Htrcam-cabiti and anchor to be ready with a spring to it, to make U;:: of us

Q bower to bring up the sloop I command, the wind being then moderate

enough to ride her by, and to facilitate my movements to wherev<>r I should

be re((uired. I brought up i i Aix Roads, with my stream-anchor, on the

larboard «|uurtcr of the Imperieuse, and without her, merely that I should

not interrupt the anchorage of the limvof-ltattle hhips and frigates that

I

Sec Cxmu't/i Minutes of the Court Martial, 2d edit, p 215 et trq.
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were dose to me. The bomb and the gun-brigs were lying a little farther

to the westward of me. There were some shot fired in their direction, and

towards me, from the Imperietise. No signal, wliatcvcr, having been pre-

viously made for tljc direction of any of the vessels, I sent Lieutenant Price

with a message to Lord Cochrane, to know if tliose shot were fired at the

isle of Oleron, or l»y mistake, or uitontionally : if the latter, I felt very in-

dignaiit at it. I brought up there, i)ecause I slionld not be in the way of

the frigates and line-of-battlc ships ; and I should have thought it a most

injudicious step, had I placed my sloop in such a situation so as to have

prevented the services of a larger force : nor neither was there room be-

tween the Impericusc and the Palles shoal for any ujore than one, x^hich

situation the Indefatigable took up. Rloreover, I explained that I h-id

neither chart nor any person on board that had ever been there before.

The title then falling, had I touched upon the Palles, the Beagle must

inevitably have been lost. Wlien I scut the officer away with this mes-

sage, I was prepared to weigh my anchor, in the event of any situation

being pointed out. A signal from the Imperieuse was made to close.

In about two or three minutes I shot the vessel in between the Inde-

fatigable and Ic Jean Bart (74), which ship was previously cast away

on the Palles shoal, and brouglii up with my stream a second time,

and commenced firing upon the enemy, the Ville de Varsovie (80) more

particularly. This continued for about a quarter of an hour, or twenty

minutes, us far as I can recollect. Finding my rudder almost coming in

contact with the wreik of the Jean Bart, and being too near the Indefati-

gable, so much so, that my masts and rigging were in danger from her fire,

I got a second lime imder weigh, and kept so until six o'clock that night,

under top-sails, jib, and spanker, to annoy the enemy in such situations as

I thought I could act best. My second Lieutenant was away from the time

I sent the message, to sound about the Pallea and the entrance of the Cha-

rente ; and observing that the Calcutta (50) was abandoned, went on

board of her, at the same lime that another boat, which I nndrrstood to

belong to the Imperieuse, went alongside to take possession of her. Sccitig

an opportunity to annoy the Aquilon (74), I made sail for her 8\ern within

pistol-shot, and commenced firing upon her ; she returned it, carrying away

many of my ropes, and all my larboard main-top-mast rigging ; having fired

upon her for about ten mintites, she ttruck her colours. I lowered a boat

down, to send an officer on board to take possession of her, first lacking or

wearing my head otf. She again opened her fire, and I was obliged to re-

turn it also. I kept my main-top-sail spilling, to preserve my situation

close to her. Perceiving all her boats manned, aiul the ship's company

abandoning her, I concluded that her firing, after she had struck, was fronv

accident, and not by design. I then stood out, and back agnin, as occasion

might recpjire, being then in 17 or 18 feet water, and the tide fast falling *;

• The Beagle drew nearly 15 feet abaft, and about VZh feet forward.
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and as no more annoyance could be given to any uf the enemy's ships, viz.

those upon the Palles shoal, and which I afterwards learned to he the Cal-

cutta.Tonnere (74), Ville de Varsovie, and Aquilon. I then recollect (secinjj

nothing more to be done, in my opinion) to have recummendcil to some uf

the frigates to trip their anchors und shoot a little further out, to prevent

their grounding at low water; telling them that I found more water a little

further to the W. S. W. or the S.W. About six, or half-past, I hroufjht

up my sloop with the bower in about five fathoms; and nothing being re-

quired of the Beagle, I caused the crew to get their dinner. I went with

the boats afterwards, and staid till twelve o'clock that night, engaged in

the service going on."

On the morning of the 18th April, Lord Cochrane niiule

arrang'iinents for destroying the remainder of the French

ships.

" About ten o'clock," continues Captain Newcomhe, " I proceeded in

towards the Vice-Admiral's ship, a two-decker, and a frigate, situated at

the mouth of the Charente. I brought un, when on the Ocean's (|ii;utor,

in $uttccn feet water, and engaged her from the hour of eleven until four

o'clock, she returning the fire from her stern and quarter, as well as the

other line-of- battle ship and frigate; Isle d'Aix occasionally throwing

shells, and many of the splinters falling upon deck*. During these five

hours uiy stundiiig and running rigging were very much injured; my niuin-

yard and top-musts were shot through; and several shot in my hull, • •

• • • I weighed at about four o'clock, the tide then fulling, and turned

up to my former anchorage, under a heavy fire from the batteries on the

Isle d'Aix f.

During the trial to which we have illuded, it was stated in

evidence, that the conduct of Captain Newcombc had gained

him the admiration of the commander-in-chief, and the f)ffi-

cers of *he fleet who had observed his proceedings J.
"1

beg leave to assure this court," says Lord Gambier, " ttiai

he acquitted himself in the command of the Beagle, in Aix

Roads, in a manner highly honorable to himself, and cer-

tainly satisfactory to me §."

Cuptain Newcombe's gallantry and activity on that occa-

sion were duly appreciated, his post conmiission being dated

back to the 11th April, 18()9. He subsequently commanded

the Wamlerer, of 20 guns ; Chesapeake frigate ; Bulwark T\
{pro tempore) ; and I'yramus 42 ; the latter ship employcil

• The Ocean <\us a first-rate, of 120 guni.

t The Ikagle hu'l then only three burrcla of powder left, besides the car-

tridge! which were filled.

See Gurncy, p. I8r>. § See »>/. p. ii'l.

I
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at the Leeward Islands, on the peace establishment. The

Pyramns was paid off in June, 1825.

Mrs. Newconibe died at Weymouth, Dec. 21, 1823.

Agents.—Messrs. Stilwell.

\S\

W

JOHN JOYCE, Esq.

Son of the late Joseph Joyce, Esq., a respectable merchant

at Fordingbridge, co. Hants, by Sarah, daughter of Lieutenant

iVrchibald Daroch (a distant relative of the noble family of

Argyle) who lost his life in the ill-fated Ramillics, Feb. 15,

i/GO*.

The subject of this memoir was born at Fordingbridgc,

about I7O8 ; and he appears to have first embarked as a mid-

shipman on board the Monmouth G4, Captain James Alms,

which ship formed part of the squadron that sailed from Spit-

head, under the orders of Commodore Johnstone, Mar. 14,

1781.

Mr. Joyce bore a part in the action at Porto Praya. April

16, 1/81 ; on which occasion he Monmouth had (i men
wounded He was aUo present at the capture and destruc-

tion of iivc Dutch East Indiamen, in Saldanha bay, on the 21i>t

July following f.

Six days after tlie latter event. Captain Alms parted com-

pany with Commodore Johnstone, and proceeded to reinforce

Sir Edward Hughes, in India ; but owing to calms, contrary

winds, and currents, he did not arrive at Bombay until Jan. (>,

1782. During this long and tedious voyage, the Monmouth

and her consorts were driven to the coast of Arabia Felix ; and

their crews suffered greatly from flux and scurvy, experiencing

at the same time the greatest inconvenience for want of water;

added to which, their stock of provisions was so nearly ox-

• Tlie Ramillics, of 90 guns, coninianded by Captain Withenjfc Taylor,

was wrui-kcvl near the Uolt Head, when running for I'lyinouth, in u viulenl

jjalc and thick huzy weather. The whole of her officers and crew, except-

ing 2() persons, perished.

t See Vol. i. p. 26y a seq.
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hauBted, that, on anchoring in Bombay harbour, they hud

only sufficient remaining for four days, at half allowance.

The Monmouth formed part of the squadron under Sir Ed-

ward Hughes, when that officer encountered Mons. de SuftVcin,

off Pondicherry, Feb. 17, 1/82 ; but as the enemy never ad-

vanced beyond the centre of the British line, neither she, nor

any other ship a-head of the Admiral, had any material share

in the action.

On the 12th April following, another engagement took place,

off the island ofCeylon, in vvhich the Monmouth lost her main

and mizen-masts, had her wheel shot away, seven guns dis-

mounted, 45 men killed, and 102 wounded. Captain Alms

also received two splinter wounds in the face ; two musket-

balls passed through his hat, his hair was on lire, and part of

his coat shot away : in this situation he was? left on the (['kIw-

ter-dcck, with only his first Lieutenant, the "laster, and Mr.

Joyce, every other person quartered there hrving been killed

or wounded.

The next battle between Sir Edward Hughes and Mons. de

Suffrein, took place off Negapatnam, July 0, 1/82, on which

occasion the Monmouth had 12 men wounded, the greater part

of them mortally. She also bore a share in the actions off

Trincomalee and Cuddalore, Sept. 3, 1782, and June 20, 1783.

Her loss on those occasions amounted to 2 killed and 22

wounded*.

In Jan. 1784, the Moiunouth being ordered home, Mr.

Joyce was removed into the Sultan 74, bearing the flag of Sir

Edward Hughes, under whom he continued to serve until that

officer's departure for Europe, wiicn he followed Commodore
Andrew Mitchell into the Drfonce 74, and returned to Eng-

land with him towards the close of 1785.

The sanguinary contest in whichGrcat Britain had been en-

gaged with her revolted colonies and the great maritime pow-

ers of Europe, was succeeded by a peace often years duration;

but Mr. Joyce, more fortunate than hundreds of his brother

»

• Tlje particultu's of the above uclioiM arc given at p. 422 et scrj. of our

first volume.
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midshipmen, nuinaged to keep constantly afloat until his pro-

motion to the rank of Lieutenant, May 13, 1793, at which pe-

riod he was appointed to the Fox frigate, on the Newfound-

land station, where he had previously been serving as a mas-

ter's-mate of the Stately 64.

In Oct. following. Lieutenant Joyce rejoined the Stately
j

and we soon afterwards find him removing with his patron,

Vice-Admiral Sir Richard King, into the Excellent 74, from

which ship he was appointed to the Galatea 32, Captain (now

Sir Richard G.) Keats, under whom he continued to serve for

nearly three years j during which period he assisted at the

capture and destruction of the following French men of war :

La R<;volutionimire frigate, of 44 guns and 351 men, taken l)y Sir lild-

ward Pellew's squadron, Oct. 21, IJiM. Le Jean Bart, corvette, of JfJ

guns and 187 men ; and I'Expcdition, of 16 guns and 120 men (formerly

u British packet), taken by the Artois and Galatea, in April, 17^5.

L'Etoile, of 30 guns and 160 men, taken by the squadron under Sir Jolin

B. Warren, after an action with three large frigates, &c. the brunt of which

M'as borne by the Galatea, Mar. 20, 1796. And I'Andromaque frigate,

pierced for 48 guns, mounting 44, with a complement of 300 men, drove

on shore by the Galatea, near Arcasson, and there completely destroyed

by the Sylph brig, Aug. 23, 1796. The particulars of this latter service

will be given in the supplement to our memoir of Sir R. G. Keals, G.C.B. •

In Mar. 1797, Lieutenant Joyce left the Galatea in order to

join the Prince 98, flag-ship of Sir Roger Curtis, Bart, under

whom he had served in the Queen Charlotte and Brunswick,

during the Spanish and Russian armaments. From Oct. 1799

until the peace of Amiens, we find him in the Ville de Paris, a

first rate, successively bearing the flags of Earl St. Vincent and

the Hon. William Cornwallis, on the Mediterranean and

Channel stations. His promotioi to the rank of Commander
took place April 29, 1802 ; and about the same time, in compli-

ance with the wishes of his late shipmates, he had the gratifi-

cation of presenting to the then first Lord of the Admiralty a

silk flag, with his lordship's arms beautifully embroidered, and

a suitable motto, as already described at p. 30 of our first vo-

lume.

• During the san»c period. Lieutenant Joyce was also frequently em-

ployed in boats, cutting out vessel » from uiulcr the enemy's batteries.
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it VO-

In Miiy, 1803, Captain Joyce was appointed to the Disco-

very bomb, which vessel was frequently sent to throw slu'lls

into Boulogne, Calais, and other French ports, during the time

that he commanded her. His subsequent appointments were

to the Daslier and Favorite, sloops of war; but the latter he

was obliged to decline accepting, in consequence of some very

urgent domestic concerns requiring his personal attendance at

home. These being arranged in the course of a few months,

he immediately applied for employment, and was accordingly

appointed, in April 1805, to the Camel 44, fitted for the con-

veyance of stores.

After making two or three trips to Gibraltar, Captain Joyce

accompanied Rear-Admiral George Murray to the Cape of

Good Hope, St. Helena, and Monte Video *. The following

is an extract of that officer's official despatches, announcing

the failure of the attempt to regain possession of Buenos

Ayres, in July, 180/ :

" I have seen Captains Rowley and Joyce, who wore landed with the

seamen, and am happy to find two only are missing. The persevering

conduct of Captains Rowley and Joyce, and the seamen under their com-

mand, merits the highest encomiums. They had to drag the cannon for

miles throTigh the swamps, and the men were always harnessed to them."

The Camel being broken up on her return from South Ame-
rica, Captain Joyce was then appointed to the Redpole brig,

which vessel he continued to command until Aug. 1809, when

he received a post-commission dated back to the 11th April

preceding, as a reward for his intrepid and judicious conduct

in Aix Roads, which is thus described by Captain E. P.

Brenton :

" After the daring Woolridge, in the Mediator, had broken the boom.

Captain .Joyce, in the Zephyr fire-ship, ran in, and when distant from one

of the French ships of the line about two cables' length, fired his trains, placed

his people in the boat, himself and Air. James Sedg..'ick Lean (master's

mate), only remaining on board, till the vessel was in flam }s fore and aft,

when theyJumped into the sea, and swam to the gig, which tlit y reached with

great difficulty. By this time the Zephyr was so close to the French ship, that

she was kept otf only by fire-booms, while the enemy cut their cables, and

•Sec Vol. II. Part II. p. 791.
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by that means avoided the danger. The batteries and all the ships at the

same time kept up a constant uud furious fire of shot, shelld, ^rupe, and
musketry, but without doing any injury to Captain Joyce or his boat. The
flood-tide, whicli ran strong, and the wind and sea being all against tiiern,

the l)oat was exposed to this fire ; and wliat considerably increased their

danger, was the explosion of another fire-vessel, just without theiu, which
distinctly showed their position to the enemy •."

* Captain Joyce and his gallant companions reached Lord

Cochrane's frigate in a nearly exhausted state, from having

had to pull hard against tide, wind, and sea, for upwards of

four hours. It is unnecessary to say that their conduct was

universally admired.

In May, 1810, Ibe subject of this memoir was appointed

acting Captain of the Amazon frigate, and sent to co-operate

with the Spanish patriots in harassing their invaders, destroy-

ing the French batteries, &c., and laying bare of defence the

sea-coast in the enemy's possession f.

Captain Joyce was thus emplo\ cd for a period of nine

months ; and subsequently appointed, pro tempore, to the

Manilla 36, in which frigate he conveyed Sir John Sherbrooke

to his government at Halifax.

The winter of 1811, and the spring of the succeeding year,

will be ever remarkable in the page of history, for the cala-

mities it entailed on the British navy : in our annals we have

not a year of equal misfortunes, since the death of Sir Ciou -

desley Shovel. Among the numerous men of war doomed to

destruction at the above-mentioned era, was the Manilla,

which ship had been some time cruising off the Texel. At

about 6-30 P. M., on the 28th Jan. 1812, when by the sound-

ings the pilots considered her nearer to Smith's Knowl than

the Dutch coast, it then blowing a gale of wind from the

S. W., and the weather very thick, she struck on that part of

the Haak sands where the Hero 74, vvith all her crew, pe-

rished not three weeks before. On striking, the sails were

hove aback, the water started, and every effort made to get

her off, but in vain ; unfortunately she had taken the ground

• See Nav. Hist, Vol. IV. p. 284.

t See Vol. II. Part I. pp. 2/2—274.
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at high water, and the falling tide rendered her iinnioveahle.

At nine o'clock, the increasing danger of the frigate compelled

Captain Joyce to fire several guns, as signals of distress : the

generous and humane De Winter despatched his sniu" /essels

to her assistance ; but the violence of the wind and sea ren-

dered it impossible to approach her. The masts were now

cut away, and orders given for the formation of a raft, every

hope of saving her being abandoned.

At day-light on the morning of the 29th, none of the

English cruisers were in sight ; and the display of British co-

lours keeping the small vessels of the enemy at a distance.

Captain Joyce called a council of his officers, who unanimously

agreed that no prospect of escape remained ; a French ensign

was tlien hoisted over the English, when the schuyts advanced

towards the wreck, and picked up the raft, on which were 36
men ; but this was all that could be done on that day,the whole

of which was passed by the remainder of the Manilla's crew in

awful expectation of immediate dissolution.

The gale abating on the evening of the 29tli, the Dutch

boats mftde another attempt to reach her ;
guns were dis-

charged at intervals during the night, to indicate her situa-

tion ; but it was not until the ensuing morning that they were

enabled to come alongside ; when, with a perseverance which

reflects honor on the name and character of the Dutch, they

succeeded in rescuing the whole of the survivors* from

destruction. Captain Joyce having seen every man off the

wreck, then got into a boat, and was carried to the French

squadron in the Texel. The next day he and his officers

were landed and sent to Verdun, where they continued as

prisoners till the conclusion of the war.

• Nine men were killed and twelve others wounded, by the hlowhig up

of a box containini^ cartridges, into which a spark emitted from a blue-

light had fallen.
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JAMES CAULFIELD, Esq.

Was made a Lieutenant in 1795, and advanced to the rank

of Commander, May 7> 1804. In 1808, we find him com-
manding the Thunder bomb, on the Baltic station.

On the 9th June, Captain Caulfield got under weigh from

Mahiio road, with seventy homeward-bound merchantmen

under his protection, and the Charger, Piercer, and Turbulent

gun-brigs in company. At 5-20 P. M., just as the convoy had

arrived abreast of the south end of Saltholm, the wind died

away, and the Danish gun-boats, always on the alert, came
out to the number of 25, and commenced an attack upon the

Turbulent, Lieutenant George Wood, whose station was in

the rear. As the flotilla approached, the Turbulent opened a

fire from her carronades, and the Thunder threw shells and

one-pound balls from her mortars ; but the Charger and

Piercer were at too great a distance to co-operate. At 5-40,

the Turbulent's main-top-raast fell j and she was shortly af-

terwards boarded.

At 6 o'clock, having secured their prize, the Danes formed

on both quarters and astern of the Thunder, and kept up, as

they rapidly advanced, a very heavy fire. The British bomb

then got her two long 6-pounders out of the stern ports, and

returned the fire both from them and from the broadside car-

ronades, as the latter could be brought to bear. At 10-10 P. M.

finding they could not induce Captain Caulfield to haul down

his colours, the enemy ceased firing, and retired with twelve

or thirteen vessels, which they had been enabled to capture.

We have no means of showing the loss, if any, sustained by

the Thunder ; but we find that, for his gallant defence, her

commander received the public approbation of Sir James

Saumarez, K. B. ; and that the merchants at Lloyd's, con-

nected with the Baltic trade, presented him with 100 guineas

to purchase a piece of plate.

After the retreat of the Russian fleet into Rogerswick*, Cap-

tain Caulfield was ordered to bombard that port, which he did

•See Vol. II. P. II. p. 649.
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for a fortnight, but without producing any visible effect, until

one of his shells fell into a magazine, and caused a tremen-

dous explosion. Sir James Saumarez, seeing that the strength

of the place forbade a nearer approach, or more vigorous at-

tack with his squadron, recalled the Thunder, whose destruc-

tion he supposed inevitable, unless speedily removed, the shot

and shells of the enemy falling thick about her. Captain

Caulfield being regardless of the signal of recall, the com-

mander-in-chief sent an officer to desire he would move out

of gun-shot ; but he gallantly returned for answer, that *' as

he conceived his position was a good one, he hoped the Ad-

miral would permit him to remain a little longer !

"

On the 20th and 24th April, 1809, the Thunder was em-

ployed bombarding the Regulus, a French 74, then lying

aground on a shoal at the entrance of the Charente, but which

ship afterwards got afloat, and made her escape to Rochefort.

Although not present at the previous attack made upon the

enemy's squadron at Aix Roads, Captain Caulfield was in-

cluded in the promotion that took place after Lord Gambler's

trial, and his post commission dated back to the 11th April.

In the following year we find him commanding the Cornwal-

lis frigate, and assisting at the reducti(m of the Isle of France.

WILLIAM GODFREY, Esq.

j4 Companion of the Mo»t Honorable Military Order of the Bath,

This officer served as a midshipman of the Culloden, on
the memorable 1st June, 1794; and was senior I^ieutenant of

the Prince, a second rate, at the glorious battle of Trafalgar.

His promotion to the rank of Commander took place Dec. 24,

1805. . . .

In July 1807, we find Captain Godfrey commanding the

iEtna bomb, and accompanying the tleet under Admiral

Gambler to Copenhagen. The nature of the operations in

which he was there engaged will be seen by reference to our

memoir of Captain George Cocks, at p. 238 et seq. of this

volume.

SUPPL. PART I. 2 U

1
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The iEtna was the only vessel of her class that assisted,

or was even present, at the destruction of the French ships in

Aix Roads, which anchorage she entered nearly half an hour

before Lord Cochrane opened his fire, on the 12th April 1809.

The following is an extract of the commander-in-chief's offi-

cial despatch

:

" I should feel that I did not do justice to Captain Godfrey, of tlie

/Etna, in bombardiii|r the enemy's ships on the 12th, and nearly all the

day of the 13tb, if I did not recommend him to their lordships' notice."

From the evidence given by this officer at the trial of Lord

Gambler, it appears that the iEtna's 13-inch mortar was split

on the 13th, at night ; and that she had fired away all her

10-inch shells by the evening of the 14th. He also deposed

that she shifted her anchorage eight times for the purpose of

bombarding the enemy more effectually, and that she did

not quit the mouth of the Charente until the 29th. In conse-

quence of the above recommendation, Captain Godfrey was

advanced to post rank as soon as the investigation alluded to

was over ; by commission dated back to the 11th April.

jigitit,— — M'Inerheny, Esq.
• * t I

'• -# ^. -. .,»

t <t * «

' i'1'd.i'-

JOSEPH SPEAR, Esq.

This officer was born at Weymouth, in Dorsetshire ; and

he appears to have first embarked as a midshipman, in 1779,

under the protection of Captain Taylor Penny, a native of the

same place, then commanding the Marlborough 74.

The commencement of Mr. Spear's naval career was by no

means an unpromising one, as the Marlborough formed part

of the fleet sent under Sir George B. Rodney to the relief of

Gibraltar, in Dec. 177^ » and she consequently assisted at the

capture of a Spanish convoy, and the defeat of Don Juan de

Langara, Jan. 8 and 16, 1780. On these occasionf^ the enemy

lost eight sail of the line, six armed ships belonging to the Royal

Caraccas Company, and fourteen transports laden with naval

stores, provisions, &c. Returning from Gibraltar to England,

Mr. Spear also witnessed the capture of a French 64-gun
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fillip, and three transports, part of a fleet bound to the Mau-
ritius *.

From this period, the Marlborough served with the Chan-

nel fleet until the commencement of i7B2, when Captain

Penny was sent out to reinforce Sir George Rodney's fleet

at the Leeward Islands, where he arrived a few days previous

to the decisive battle of April 12th, and on that occasion had

the honor of leading into action. The Marlborough's loss

was 3 killed and 16 wounded.

Mr. Spear continued in that ship until she was paid off at

the conclusion of hostilities ; from which period he served on

board the Orestes sloop, Ardent 64, and Bellona, a third rate,

till promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, Oct. 15, 1790. Dur-

ing the remainder of the peace we find him serving as first of

the Swan sloop, on the East India station. His subsequent

appointments were to the Audacious 74, Triton frigate, Saturn

74, Jupiter 50, and St. Albans 64 ; the latter ship bearing the

flag of Vice-Admiral Vandeput, by whom he was made a

Commander into the Lily sloop, on the Halifax station, about

Sept. 1799t.

In 1802, Captain Spear exchanged into the Chichester 44,

armed enflute^ which ship returned home Feb. 13, 1808. In

June following, he conveyed the second battalion of the Royal

Scots from Portsc .outh to Barbadoes, making the voyage in

26 days. While disembarking the troops in Carlisle Bay, he

observed a brig passing the anchorage under Dutch colours,

and as a renewal of the war with Holland appeared very pro-

bable at the time of his departure from Spithead, where the

Chichester had been kept two days waiting for despatches

after she was reported ready for sea, he immediately sent his

boats out to detain her, the ship he commanded being the

only one then in the bay. Two days afterwards Commodore
Hood arrived, and on being made acquainted with the cir-

I

I

* Sec Vol. I. note t at p. 3 et leq. ; and the text at p. 4.

t Lieutenant Spear was in the Jupiter with Commodore Payne, when

that officer conveyed her S. H. the Princess Caroline of Brunswick from

Cuxhaven to the Thames ; and with Vico-Admirul Vundeput, at Linbon,

previouH to his assuming the conimund al Hulifax.

2 h2
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cumstance he thanked Captain Spear for putting money in

his pocket so soon, informing him, at the same time, that the

despatches he had brought out contained orders to seize alt

vessels belonging to the Batavian republic. The brig thus

judiciously detained was the Vro^/ Eli/abeth, with a cargo of

coffee and cotton, which soln for 20,000/. Barbadoes cur-

rency.

After assisting at the reduction of St. Lucia, Tobago *, De-

merara, Essequibo, and Berbice f. Captain Spear proceeded

to Tortola, and took charge of the homeward-bound trade,

consisting of si.cty-three sail, the whole of which reached

England in safety, although the fleet was thrice dispersed

by different gales of wind, and the Chichester had only one

small vessel of war to assist her in re-collecting them. * . v

Having refitted his ship at Portsmouth, Capteiin Spear

again sailed for the Leeward Islands, to join Rear-Admiral

Cochrane, by whom he was successively appointed, pro tem-

pore to the Ethalion frigate, to command the Dart sloop, and

to act as Captain of his own flag-ship, the Northumberland

74. Whilst in the Ethalion, he recaptured the ship Eliza,

from Cork bound to Antigua, with a cargo of provisions.

Captain Spear's appointment to the Northumberland took

place about the time that Monsieur Villaumez made his ap-

pearance in the West .Indies, with a French squadron un-

der his orders, consisting of the Foudroyant 80 (flag-ship),

Cassard, Impetueux, Patriote, Eole, and Veteran, 74's (the lat-

ter commanded by Jerome Buonaparte) ; the Valeureuse fri-

gate ; and two brig-corvettes, with the names of which we

are not acquainted.

On the 9th June, 1806, Jerome Buonaparte anchored in

Fort Royal bay, Martinique, having narrowly escaped an en-

counter with the Northumberland, which ship arrived a few

hours afterwards from Barbadoes, in consequence of informa-

• See Vol. I note at p. 48 1.

t Demarara and its dependencies were taken podsension of by the British

Sept. 20, 1803; Berbice also surrendered by capitulation on the 25th of

the same month. The Dutch shipping captured at those places consisted

of one corvette, one schooner^ and twelve merchontmeu. , «), imu9'-\*\-
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tion that the Veteran had been seen off the north end of

that island. On the 15th, at 3 A. M., the Northumber-

land, in a heavy squall, carried away her fore-yard and

top-mast, and was obliged to bear up for St. Lucia, in order

to replace them. On the afternoon of the same day, the

Eole and Impetueux arrived at Port Royal ; on the 20th, the

Foudroyant and Valeurcuse succeeded in reaching the same
anchorage, although chased by Sir Alexander Cochrane's

squadron ; and on the 24th, the like good fortune attended the

Cassard and Patriote. During the pursuit of the two latter

ships, the Northumberland, a second time, carried away her

fore- yard. The enemy's subsequent proceedings have been

described at p. 69 et seq. of this volume, and it therefore only

remains for us to state, that they abandoned -their intention

of attacking the 280 valuable British merchantmen then col-

lected at Tortola, rather than run the risk of engaging the

very inferior force under Sir Alexander Cochrane, consisting

of only three 74's, and the Agamemnon 64, to whJfh ship

Captain Spear had been appointed, pro tempore, on the 28th

June, eight days previous to the meeting off Tortola. '**'^'

After having contributed to the preservation of so much
valuable property, Captain Spear returned to the Dart, in

which sloop he captured la Jeune Gabriella, a three-masted

schooner privateer, of 8 guns and 75 men, Nov. 9, 1806 ; and

recaptured a brig from Halifax bound to Trinidad, laden with

fish, &c.*

Captain Spear's next appointment was to the Nimrod sloop,

and in her we find him capturing la Firmeza, a Spanish

packet, from Cadiz to Carthagena ; also la Nouvelle Enter-

prise, French privateer, of 5 guns and 55 men : the latter

vessel fell into his hands Dec. 26, I8O7. .f.u-r.

From the Nimrod, Captain Spear removed to the Goree,

mounting 16twenty-four-pounder carronade8,6 twelves, and 2

long sixes, with a complement of 120 officers, men, and boysf.

< * The Wolverene brig appears to have been present at the capture of the

privateer.

t The above vessel liad recently been restored to the British navy. She

was formerly the Favorite sloop, built in 1794, captured by a French
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On the morning of April 22, 1808, being then at single

anchor in Grand Bourg bay, Marie-Galante, Captain Spear

discovered two brigs of war in the S. £., standing to the

northward; and at nine o'clock, finding that they paid no

attention to the private signal, he slipped his cable and made

all sail hi chase, with a moderate breeze at £. S. £.

Confident in their strength, the strangers immediately

shortened sail, and hoisted French colours. At 10 A.M., the

action commenced (about four miles from the town of Grand

Bourg), one brig to leeward of the Goree, within pistol-shot,

the other on her weather quarter ; and both of them giving

their guns the greatest elevation, in order to cripple her aloft,

which.unfortunately they accomplished.

At the end of an hour's cannonade, observing the approach

of a British brig, the enemy bore up, anxd were speedily un-

der a press of canvas, leaving the Goree with her top-sail-

yards shot through in the slings, the fore-yard without lifts

or braces, the starboard quarter of the main-yard cut through,

and the sail torn away from the part remaining aloft, the

whole of the lower-masts and top-masts badly wounded,

scarcely a shroud or brace left uninjured, the peak-baliards

gone, and the ship in other respects so disabled as entirely to

preclude the possibility of pursuing them. Owing, however,

to the high firing of her two opponents, the Goree had only

1 man killed, and not more than 4 persons wounded ; whereas

their joint loss amounted to 8 slain and 21 woimded.

The enemy's brigs were both intercepted by British cruisers

in Oct. following, and proved to be the Pylade and Palineur,

Aach mounting 14 twenty-four-pounder carronades and 2 long

guns (nines and sixes), with a complement of 1 10 men. Sir

Alexander Cochrane, when reporting the capture of the latter

vessel) informed the Admiralty that she was " the last of the

two which were so gallantly beaten by his Majesty's sloop

Qoree*.'* -/j.i., f-.f,^.-..

«qtt«dron off the Cape de Verds, Jan. 6, 1806 ; and retaken by the Jason

frigate, near the coast of Surinam, Jan. 27, 1807 ; at which period she

mounted 16 long sixes on the uwiti-deck. See p. 135 of this volume.

* The Phliqeur, subsequent to her action with the Oorec, captured the
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It iiaa been incorrectly stated by a contempornry, tbat Cap-

tain Spear, " having ascertained that they were enemy's ves-

sels," previous to his leaving Grand Bourg bay, " hoisted a

signal to that effect to the brig- sloop Superieure, of 12

eightcen-pounder carronades and 2 long twelves. Captain

Andrew Hodge, at an anchor a few miles off in the N. W." *

It is true that the vessel alluded to had arrived in St. Louis'

bay the preceding evening ; but she anchored so close to the

shore, in the bight of the bay, that it was impossible to see

even the heads of her masts from where the Goree lay ; and,

moreover. Captain Spear was quite ignorant of her being

there. The fact is, that the Superieure knew nothing of what

was going on to windward, until an officer, sent round by the

governor of Marie-Galante, informed her commander f that

Captain Spear had already commenced action. We mention

this circumstance in order that the latter may not be deprived

of any portion of the credit justly due to him, for having so

promptly gone out to fight an enemy of nearly double his own
force, no other British vessel being then in sight, and the

Gdree eight men short of complement. At the same time

great praise is also due to the commander of the Superieure

for his activity in getting under weigh immediately the go-

vernor's message reached him, particularly as he was then in

the act of landing his empty water casks, and his vessel un-

avoidably in disorder.

Th.-^ same author says, that, after the action, when " with

no other sail to set than her fore-sail and driver, the Goree

hauled her wind for Marie-Galante, and in about ha?^ vn hour

regained the anchorage she had left;" whereas w^ know
that Captain Spear, finding he had not a whole sail left, and

his small bower-cable being shot through, brought up with

the stream-anchor, in deep water, on the very spot where the

enemy left him ; and continued there until the boats left at

4 -^.1. xj i*rij l'i»~ '•'«

Carnation, a British brig mounting 16 thirty-two*pounder carronades and

2 long sixes. See Captun Samuel Bartlett Deecrer.

• Sec James's IVav. Hist. 2d edit. vol. v. p. 59.
( :

,

. .

t Captain William Robilliard, not Andrew Hodge.
^
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the slip-buoy in the morning were brought back, manned,

aqd sent a-head to tow. In the mean time Captain Robilliard

prevented, the French brigs from gaining Guadaloupe, and

kept up a running fight with one of them until they reached

the Saintes.

As soon as the Goree was secured in Grand Bnurg bay,

Captain Spear went on shore to dine with the Governor ; and

on landing he found the whole garrison drawn up to receive

him, presenting their arms as he passed, the drums at tlie

same time beating a march, and the fifes playing " Rule Bri-

tannia." This flattering compliment was paid him at the

request of the marine officers, who were such near spectators

of the combat *. Captain Spear shortly afterwards received

a letter of thanks from his commander-in-chief, of which the

following is a copy

:

" Belleisle, Carlisle Bay, liarbadoes, 9th May, 1808.

" Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d

April, acquainting me with your having engaged two French corvettes ; and

I am sorry that the spirit and gallantry displayed by yourself, officers, and

crew, did not meet with the success which you all so evidently deserved.

I request you to accept my thanks ; and also to make the same known to

your officers and crew. I am, &c. .- -^

(Signed) " Alex. Cochrane."
** To Captain Spear, H. M. sloop Goree."

During the above gallant action, Captain Spear felt something

like a blow on the left shoulder, and on looking round saw the

helmsman in the act ofthrowing his epaulette into the binoacle.

The man being questioned as to his motive for tearing it off,

coolly replied, " I saw a fellow in the Frenchman's fore-top

levelling a musket at you." This little anecdote will serve to

show that the commander of the Goree possessed the esteem

of his crew. The seaman who thus considerately stripped him

of his honorable badge was an American, originally impressed

into the British service, and naturally anxious to return to his

native country : he was at that time doing duty as quarter

-

* Marie-Galante bad been taken by the British on the 2d of the preced-

ing month, and was garrisoned by a detachment of royal marines. The

manner in which it was captured will be seen by reference to pp. 1 10

and 111.
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master, and, being cox'^wain of the pinnace, he had had

frequent opportunities of deserting ; but, as confidence wan

reposed in him, he would not betray his trust. The first time

Captain Spear had an interview with Sir Alexander Cochrane

after the action, he made a point of relating the above cir-

cumstance, and the Admiral, with a very proper feeling, im-

mediately ordered the worthy fellow to be discharged.

We cannot refrain from noticing another circumstance con-

nected with this exploit, equally creditable to all the parties

concerned. ^ .. ,

While the Goree was shifting her lower-masts and bow-

sprit, in English harbour, Antigua, the Hon. George Alfred

Crofton arrived there with an Admiralty commission appoint-

ing him to the command of that vessel ; and Captain Spear,

at the same time, received an appointment to the Fawn
sloop, vacant by the recent demise of Captain Fasham Roby.

Captain Crofton, in a very handsome manner, remarked to

Sir Alexander Cochrane, that as a battle often caused officers

and men to become more strongly attached to each other.

Captain Spear would probably wish to continue in the Goree

;

in which case he himself had no objection whatever to take

the Fawn. The Admiral, in an equally kind and accommo-

dating mood, signed two commissions, leaving a blank for

each ship's name, to be filled up according to mutual agree-

ment. It is almost unnecessary to add, that Captain Spear

preferred remaining in the Goree.

Although the official account of the above action was not

gazetted (Captain Spear's gallant exertions having proved

unsuccessful), the Admiralty signified their approbation of his

spirited conduct by immediately confirming the gentleman

who was acting as his second Lieutenant *. The first, Mr.

James Locke, son of Captain (now Vice-Admiral) Locke, fell

a sacrifice to the yellow fever, brought on by over exertion,

and exposing himself too much in the sun, while forwarding

the re-eqmpment of the sloop, at Antigua. In him the service

lost a fine promising young officer, of whom Captain Spear

entertamed the highest opinion. „^ , , ^ .,^^^ otm^wiaar

-' • Mr. ThouaM Clack. ifi'iiaoa

^.
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On the 24th Nov. 1808, the Goree captured le Genera

Villaret, French ship letter of marque, of 8 guns and 32 men,

with a cargo of sugar, cofifee, and cotton. She subsequently

assisted at the reduction of Martinique, from whence Captain

Spear returned to England with Sir Alexander Cochrane's

official account of that conquest, in which we find the Rear-

Admiral referring the Lords of the Admiralty to him for any

other information, and describing him as <* an old and de-

serving Commander." He arrived in London April 12, 1809,

and was promoted to post rank on the following day.

Captain Spear subsequently commanded the Royal Sove-

reign of 100 guns, and Temeraire 98 ; the former for nearly

twelve months, as a private ship, off Toulon, under the orders

of Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. ; and the latter bearing the flag

of his worthy friend Rear-Admiral Pickmore, third in com-

mand of the Mediterranean fleet. His appointments to those

ships took place in April, 1810, and Mar. 1811 *. -' ^ ..>.

On the 7th Aug. 1811, the British fleet anchored in Hieres

bay, leaving a squadron of observation off Cape Sicie. On the

13th, when getting under weigh, the wind fell, and the Te-

meraire drifted close to a heavy battery, at the N. E. end of

PorqueroUe. The second shot fired by the enemy (a 36-

pounder) came in on the gangway, where Captain Spear was

conversing with the master, Mr. Robert Duncan, took off one

of that officer's legs and the fleshy part of the other, then

passed through the quarter-deck, and dismounted one of the

main-deck guns on the opposite side. Without waiting for

a signal from Sir Edward Pellew, then chief in command, the

Temeraire immediately opened a tremendous fire, which had

9uch an effect on the Frenchmen's nerves that, although some

time elapsed before she could be towed out of range, not

another shot struck her. When conveyed to the cockpit, Mr.

Duncan would not suffer the surgeon to perform the neces-

• Vice-Admiral Pickmore, Governor of Newfoundland, died at St.

John's, Feb. 24, 1818. " Hb natural kindness of heart, while it smoothed

his own course down the rugged stream of life, endeared him to his private

friends, and fixed the esteem and attachment of those engaged mth him in'

the arduous duties of his profession." See Nav. Chron. vol. xxxix. p. 341
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sary operation until a miniature picture of his wife was
brought to him, when, having hung it round his neck, he de-

sired him to ** go on ! " The worthy man did well, and, we
believe, is still living. Five of the Temeraire's men were

slightly wounded by splinters on the same occasion.

After this affair, the Temeraire proceeded to Mahon for the

purpose of shifting her main-mast, which had been sprung a

considerable time. While there, a fever broke out among her

officers and crew, and nearly half of them were soon in the

hospital, to which her commander was also under the neces-

sity of going. On the arrival of the fleet, the physician. Dr.

Burnett, reported to Sir Edward Pellew, that the state of

Captain Spear's health rendered it absolutely necessary for

him to hasten home ; and the commander-in-chief was kind

enough to allow him to do so without undergoing a survey.

Rear-Admiral Pickmore having shifted his flag into the Royal

George, a first rate, sent out to relieve the Temeraire, and to

which ship Captain Spear would also have removed, had his

health permitted him to continue in the Mediterranean *.

The subject of this memoir married, 1st, hi 1809, Grace,

second daughter of Ludovick Grant, eldest son of James

Grant, of Knockandow, in Murrayshire, Esq., by Lady Grizd

Gordon, third daughter of Charles, second Earl of Aboyne

:

2dly, Grace, eldest daughter of the Rev. Patrick Grant, and,

as well as his former lady, a second cousin to the present Earl

of Aboyne. . - -,
^^^

^gent—Joseph Dufaur, Esq. -

* On the above medical report being made to Sir Edward Pellew, he

was kind enough to say thatCaptain Spear should go home in the command
of his ovm ship ; for he understood *' she was well appointed," and hoped

that by the time Captain Spear got as far to the northward as Cape St.

Vincent his health would be much better ; which was the case.

M
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. WILLIAM WELLS, Esq.

Son of tlie late Vice-Adiniral Thomas Wells , by Miss

Frccmanllc, sister to the hitc Sir Thomas Francis Freemantle,

Bart., G. C. B. f

This officer was born at Holme, Mar. 15, 1788; and he

first embarked, in April 1800, as a midshipman on board the

Glory 98, commanded by his father, and employed on Chan-

nel service. We afterwa.ds find him serving under Sir Richard

Bickerton and Captain (now Vice-Admiral) Donnelly, in the

Swiftsure 74, Kent 80, Madras 54, and Narcissus 32, on the

Mediterranean station. His promotion to the rank of Lieu-

tenant took place July 17) 1805 ; and his appointments as

such were to the Juno 32, Neptiuie 98, and la Modeste 30,

from which latter sliip he was appointed to act as Captain

of the Terpsichore 32, in the East Indies, about June 1807.

His commission as a Commander bears date Dec. 28, I8O7.

Captain Wells subsequently commanded the Duncan 38,

Blanche 28, and Barracouta of 18 guns ; the latter vessel

principally employed in the China Seas and Eastern Archi-

pelago. He returned to England in the Fox frigate, bringing

home specie to the amount of half a million sterling, at the

close of 1811. Post commission dated April 28, 1809.

Captain Wells married, Feb. 2, 1816, Lady Elizabetli l*roby,

youngest daughter of the Earl of Carysfort. He died at Holme

Wood, Aug. 3, 1826.

M- ' ,-*. » .«

; 1; :: THOMAS WITHERS, Esq. ^ ,

j4 Knight of the Imperial Ottoman Order of the Crescent %.

Was born at Knapton, North Walsham, co. Norfolk, Sept.

17) 1769; and received a nautical education in the mathcma-

• See note J at p. 664 of Vol. II. Part II.

t The grandfather of Captain Wells woa a Director of the Royal Hospi-

tal at Greenwich, upwanls of thirty years. The family have been settled at

Iloiiue, iu Huntingdonshire, from the earliest records of that parish.

% See Vol. I, p. 130.
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tical ward of Christ's Hospital, London, under the tuition of

the late Mr. Wiiliam Wales. * !? ; ',\ if -
' »Ui ^

Although we know that the subject of this memoir was

borne on the books of one or two ships during the last three

years and nine months of the American revohitionary war,

and that he subsequently served as a midshipman and mas-

ter's mate, on the East and West India stations ; it is not in

our power to state with precision the names of the difTereiit

commanders he sailed under, previous to his joining the re^

nowned Nelson, at the commencement of hostilities against

F'rance, in 1793.

The Agamemnon 64, commanded by that heroic ofllcer,

formed part of Lord Hood's fleet, at the occupation of Tou-

lon ; and was subsequently sent to cruise off Sardinia, where

she appears to have fallen in with four French frigates and a

brig, under the orders of Commodore Perree. While pur-

suing one of the former, in hopes of cutting her off before the

others could come to her assistance, the British ship had

one man slain, six persons wounded, and her masts, sails,

and rigging much damaged. Mr. Withers afterwards assisted

at the reduction of Bastia and Calvi ; and he also bore a part

in Vice-Admiral Hotham's partial actions with the republican

fleet, off Genoi and the Hieres islands, in March and July,

1795. .: . . -

In Aug. following. Captain Nelson was sent to co-operate

with the allied armies in an attempt to expel the enemy from

the Genoese territories; and whilst thus employed, Mr.

Withers was engaged in ntimerous boat affairs, on one of

which occasions he received a slight wound, and upon aiiothei

was taken prisoner by the French, who sent him to Montpe-

lier, from whence he was allowed to return to his ship after

n detention of little more than three months. Napoleon Buo-

naparte consenting to exchange his captives, in conse(|uencc

of Nelson having thought proper to restore t< ihat General

some personal property, which had been captured by the

Agamemnon and her consorts.

• In June 1796, Mr. Withers joined the Captain 74, bearing

the broad pendant of Commodore Nelson, under whom he had
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the honor of eerving as raaster's-mate at the defeat of the

Spanish fleet ofT Cape St. Vincent, Feb. 14, 1797 *. On the

ensuing day he was made a Lieutenant, and appointed to the

Salvador del Mundo of 110 guns, in which ship he continued

until paid off at Plymouth, in the month of Dec. following.

After remaining on half pay for about two months, Lieute>

nant Withers received an appointment to the Terrible 74,

then commanded by Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart. ; under

whose flag we also find him serving during the memorable

expedition against the French in Egypt. An important ser-

vice performed by Lieutenant Withers at that period wa»
thus handsomely acknowledged by Captain (now Sir Alexan-

der) Cochrane, in a letter addressed to the above ofRcer

:

" H. M. S. JjM, 24th j4ug. 1801.

" Sir,—I had almost given over every expectation of l)einf( able to con*

duct tlie ships you did me the honor to put under my command, into the

harbour of Alexandria, when a signal was made from the Port Mahon that

she could lead into port. I called Captain Buchanan on board, who in-

formed me that Lieutenant Withers, of the Ilent, had surveyed the western

Channel so completely as to conceive himself adequate to conduct the

squadron into port. Well knowing how anxious the General was for the

arrival of the ships, as the left flank of the army could not be covered from

the fire of the enemy's ships, upon their near approach to Alexandria, un-

less by a naval force, I did not therefore hesitate one moment to enter the

port, which enabled the army to move on at day-light next morning.
*' I have in justice to Lieutenant Withers to beg that you will lay his ser-

vices before the couimander-in-chief, as to him it is entirely owing that the

army moved in the momiug, aad gained a situation from whence they caa

begin their i^proaches against Alexandria.

*' I have also to beg you will be pleased to signify to his lordship, how

perfectly pleased I am with the behaviour of the three Turkish men of war,

who conducted themselves in a most judicious manner ; the shells from the

bomb were thrown with much precision ; and the commanders of the dif-

ferent British ships were animated with that proper zeal for his Majesty's

•ervlce wluch duas them much honor. I am, &c.

(Signed) " Albx. Cochranb."

The British detachment under Captain Cochrane's orders

consisted of the following sloops :—Cynthia, Captain John

Dick; Bonne Citoyenne, Captain Robert Jackson; Victori-

euse. Captain John Richards ; and Port Mahon, Captain

• See Vol. II, Phrt II. p, 668 et leq. * *
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WiiUam Buchanan. The subject of this memoir had been

sent in the Kent's barge to assist the boats of those vessels

in the blockade of fort Marabout, a strong castle on an island

of that name, situated at the western entrance of the western

harbour. We should here observe that, whenever detiiched

from his ship upon an enemy's coast, Lieutenant Withers

always took with him a lead, line, and compass, by which

means he was enabled, at this critical period, to discover and

survey the western bogaze, of which no one in the squadron

had the least previous knowledge ; the attention of the seve-

ral masters having been solely directed to the middle passage,

which the enemy's gun-boats prevented them from surveying

and buoying with a sufficient degree of accuracy. The follow-

ing is a copy of Sir Richard Bickerton's letter to Lord Keith,

reporting the result of his Lieutenant's zealous exertions :

" yiu^r. 24, 1801.

" My Lord,—I have much pleasure in transmitting to your lordship a

letter of this day's date from the Hon. Captain Cochrane, acknowledging

the services of Lieutenant Withers of the Kent, by whose exertions the

sloops of war were conducted into the harbour of Alexandria in safety,

and thereby enabled the detachment of the British army (under Sir Eyre

Coote) to approach that town. I am convinced your lordship's report to

the Admiralty on this subject will do justice to the merits of Lieutenant

Withers ; and beg that you will recommend the Turkish officers so highly

spoken of by Captain Cochrane to the attention of his highness the Capi-

tan Pacha.

(Signed) ' " Richaud Bickerton."

In April 1803, Lieutenant Withers was appointed by Sir

Richard Bickerton to command the Expedition 44, armed en

Jtute; in which ship we find him principally employed on tliu

Mediterranean station until May, 1804, when he received or-

ders to pay her off at Chatham, she being reported unlit for

further service. His next appointment was, June 1804, to

the Tartarus bomb, attached to the Dungencss squadron,

under the orders of Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Louis. In that

vessel he had the misfortune to be wrecked, on the sands near

West Gate bay, Margate, when proceeding to refit at Chat,

ham, Dec. 20, 1804.

In Sept. following. Captain Withers accepted employment
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under the Transport Board, and was entrusted with the charge

and direction of a division of transports sent on an expedition

to the £lbe and Weser, under the command of Lieutenant-

General Lord Cathcart *. His conduct as principal agent at

the reduction of Alexandria, in 1807'''> was warmly spoken of

by Major-General Eraser, and Captain (now Sir Benjamin)

Hallowell ; the former declaring him " entitled to praise, for

his activity in landing the troops, and for the exertions he

afterwards made for supplying them with provisions ;" the

latter describing the debarkation as " a most arduous service,

from the great distance the boats had to row, and the surf

they had to encounter on the beach." .Vm.n * - li/ .r.' 1/^

At the close of 1807, Captain Withers returned home with

a body of troops under Sir John Moore ; and in Feb. 1808,

he embarked another division, commanded by Sir George

Prevost. After landing that officer and his corps at Halifax,

he proceeded to the river St. Lawrence ; but returned from

thence in Oct. following, for the purpose of superintending

the equipment of the shipping intended to convey four chosen

regiments from Nova Scotia to Barbadoes, where a grand

expedition was then preparing for the attack of the French

West India islands.

On his arrival in Carlisle bay, Captain Withers received the

sole charge of all the transports attached to that expedition

;

nnd Captain Philip Beaver, who superintended the landing of

the main body of the army in Bay Robert, Martinique, ac-

knowledged receiving from him " all that assistance in the

various arrangements he had to make, which could be expect,

ed from an oHicer of great zeal and clear comprehension."

After the landing of the troops to windward, some delay oc<

curred in getting the heavy artillery into position, owing to the

nature ofthe roads along which it had to pass ; and as the naval

detachment serving on shore under Captain Beaver was fully

employed, Captain Withers, having first completed the water-

ing of the transports, volunteered to land with 100 picked

men from them. This offer was gladly accepted by Lieute-

nant-General Beckwith, who expressed great satisfaction at

See p. 224. + See Vol. I. p. 482.
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the manner in which the guns were afterwards brought for-

ward. His zealous conduct on this occasion being duly re-

ported to the Admiralty by Sir Alexander Cochrane, Captain

Withers was promoted to post rank shortly after the receipt

of that officer's despatches; his commission bearing date

May 13, 18()9.

Captain Withers returned to England in Nov. 1809, and

was soon afterwards appointed to succeed Captain (now Rear-

Admiral) Cochet, as principal agent for transports on the

Mediterranean station.

In 1810, when Joachim Murat marched into Lower Cala-

bria, and encamped his army immediately opposite Messina,

threatening to invade Sicily, and boasting.that he would effect

the subjugation of that fine island in less than 20 days, Cap-

tain Withers, and the people under his orders, rendered essen-

tial services to the Anglo-Sicilian garrison, by contributing to

the formation of a flotilla, and co-operating in most of the

conflicts that look place between it and the enemy's nume-

rous gun-boats, during the time that the usurper continued

his warlike preparations ; a period of more than four months.

The following is a copy of a letter which he received from

Lieutenant-General Sir John Stuart, shortly after the breaking

up of the Neapolitan camp :

V, , ,.,.
" Messina, \7th Oct. 1810.

" Sir,—The departure of the enemy from the opposite coast, and the

suspension of his demonstrations having, for the moment, put a term to

the operations in which we have lately been engaged, I avail myself of that

opportunity to take the liberty of betokening to you the sense I entertain

of the material assistance which, during the whole of that period, the army
has derived from the department under your direction, as well as returning

to you my best acknowledgments for the voluntary exertions of your per-

sonal services, for which we were often indebted to your zeal and activity
;

—and I have further to request, that you will be so obliging as to become

tiie channel of conveying to the masters and crews of the transports under

your orders, my due impression of the promptitude and alacrity witii wliich,

by the employment of their boats and other means in their power, they have

afforded us essential support on most occasions of danger as well as fatigue.

(Signed) " J. Stuart, Commander of the Forces."

" To Captain fFithers, Sfc. Sfc. Sfc"

From July, 1812, until the termination of hostilities, in

SIIPPL. PART. I. %h
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1814, Captain Withers was very actively employed on the

east coast of Spain ; and although the army sent thither from

Sicily did not add much lustre to his Majesty's arms, it may
be said, with truth, that the expedition was attended to the

last with very great fatigue, and oftentimes danger, on the part

of the navy and transports. The valuable services of the lat-

ter were thus acknowledged in a letter from Rear^Admiral

Hallowell to Captain Withers, dated June 19, 1813

:

" Sir,—The firdor with which I have been supported by you, and the

oiScers, roasters, and seamen of the transports attached to the squadron

under my command, engaged in co-operation with the army upon the coast

of Catalonia, and the indefatigable zeal and cheerfulness with which they

performed the laborious duties that fell to their province, have been so

conspicuous as to entitle them to the highest praise on my part ; I there-

fore request that you will accept of my acknowledgments to yourself, and

express to the several officers, masters, and seamen of the transports under

your direction, my grateful sense of their recent exertions, and my confi-

dence in the continuance of them, whenever the opportunity shall be given.

(Signed) " Ben. Hallowell."

This letter was written the day after the embarkation of the

troops recently commanded by Sir John Murray, whose sud-

den abandonment of the siege of Tarragona afterwards be-

came the subject of a public investigation, on which occasion

Captain Withers was summoned to attend at Winchester as a

witness. He subsequently returned to the Mediterranean,

and continued on that station until the summer of 1816, since

which he has not held any appointment. The arduous and

responsible nature of his situation at the latter part of the war

will readily be conceived, when we state, that the tonnage of

the transports under his directions at one time amounted to

more than 50,000 tons.

Agents.—Messrs. Cooke, Halford, and Son.

END OF SUPPLEMENT, PAHT I.

W. I'ople, Printer,

<t7. Chancery Lane.
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