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PROHIBITION AN ADMITTED
FAILURE

!

THE FACTS HERE GIVEN REVEAL ITS
CONSEQUENCES IN PROVINCES
WHERE THE SCOTT ACT HAS

LONG BEEN UNDER
RIGID TRIAL

BUnd Pigs, Kitchen Bmn, Dives, Vile Liquor.
Perjury, A Huge Increase In Druuken-

ness, Immorality and Other Vicious
Conditions Are Its Results.

v.L!?"®^*°*^ summary of conditions under
prohibition in the Maritime Provinces was re-
cently published under the title "The LlouorLaws and the Illicit Traffic of the Maritime
Provinces" in the Toronto "World."

In these three special articles* are given
facts which ought to be given the widest cir-

fculatlon. It is to be noted that the prohibi-
tionists have not ventured to make specific
denials of specific facts. All that they have
done has been to make general denials which
have been easily exposed by lae presentation
of still further facts from the official records
The publication of conditions as they ac-

tually exist in the prohibition Provinces has
"made a deep Impression, and has created a
general conviction among the people of On-
tario that they want no such mischievous laws
and disastrous results here.

/f//rae
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CONDITIONS IN PROHIBITION
NOVA SCOTIA

(From The Toronto "World," June 81, 1918.)

Article No. I.

Special to The World.

Sydney, N.S.. June 20.—In the course of his

travels through the Maritime Provinces on

other matters, it occurred to a World corres-

pondent that in view of the approaching pos-

sibility of an attempt being made to Introduce

the Scott Act in Ontario, a summary of the

working out of the prohibition Jaws in Nova
Scotia and elsewhere would bo of timely inter-

est to the people of Ontario.

Of the eighteen counties in Nova Scotia,

seventeen are under prohibition and have long

been bo. The whole of this Province, in fact,

is prohibition, except the City of Halifax. If

the ihechanlsm cf the most severe laws could

abolish the bar and drinking, then prohibition

here ought to be a signal success. For, be it

said, prohibition laws in Nova Scotia are a

double-barreled affair. The Scott Act has

been in force for more than thirty years. To
provide against its probable repeal, the pro-

hibitionists caused an act to be passed by the

Legislature in 1910, by which wherever the

Scott Act did not exist or was repealed, the

Nova Scotia Temperance Act was to come au-

tomatically and instantly into force. This

iast-named law is much more rigid and drastic

than the Scott Act, even forbidding shipment

of liquors to individuals for personal use.

Hence, prohibition here has the backing of

two powerful laws—one a Dominion Act, the

other a Provincial Act. Ten counties are

under the Nova Scotia Temperance Act, and
seven under the Scott Act, including that part

of Halifax County not comprised in the City

of Halifax.

lU
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If prohibition were a new factor in Nova
Scotia, it would perhaps be an unfair prejudg-
ing of the case to assemble its results. But it
has been in force for a generation, and has
theipefore had the benefits of a long trial. To
go into full and extensire details in the course
of this brief series of articles will be an im-
possibility, but a resume of some of the large
results can be given, and these will be of
value in throwing new light upon the practi-
cal effects of this much-debated question.

Illicit Bars.

In Ontario, a small but insistent political
sect is agitating for the abolition of the bar,
confidently proclaiming that if that were
done, the drinking of liquor would cease.
The bar here has been legaUy abolished for
thirty years, yet at a conserratlTe estimate it
may be said that there are folly SOO illicit
bars in the prohibition regions of NoTa
Scotia, and nearly 4,000 convictions a ye«r
for dmnkenness. In fact, the 4,000 convic-
tions for intoxications constitute more than
hree-fonrtbs of all ot the snmmary coavie-
tions which in Nova Scotia average 5,800 a
year.

Ofllclal statistics show that Nova Scotia,
with a population less than a sixth of that of
Ontario, has one-third proportionately more
convictions for drunkenness. In the last Hve
years convictions for dmnkenness in Nova
Scotia have increased from 2,975 to nearly
4,000, and these convictions are only a part
of the total arrests. In the last decade the
rate of drunkenness has increased'mope than
176 per cent, in Nova Scotia.

Pocket Peddlers.

The 500 illicit bars do not include the
wagon vendors, who go their regular rounds
delivering whiskey, or the innumerable pocket
peddlers. Rev. H. R. Grant, general secretary



of the Nova Scotia Temperance Alliance, ad-
mits that Sydney Is full of barrooms; that in
New Waterford there are at least ten of these
places, and that Olace Bay has 60 liquor re-
sorts. Mr. Grant is a thoroughly sincere
man, but either his knowledge of the situa-
tion ^n Imperfect or else xie does not care to
face le full truth. As a matter of fact,
there are at least 110 blind pigs In Sydney,
56 in Olace Bay, 12 in Sydney Mines and 40
in New Waterford. Of these nearly 60 are
conducted by women in private 'louses or in
boarding houses and the rei \ainder by men
In restourants, cafes, shops, drug stores, fruit
stores, shacks and in other places. The
population here is largely Canadian, with a
certain infusion of aliens.
The police returns show that In Sydney

alone, with its 18,000 population, there have
been 2,396 arrests In the last three and a half
years, of which number 1,600 Itave been ar-
VMto for drunkenness and 340 arrests ofW»d jAggen and pocket peddlers. In the
Town of Glace Bay, with a smaller popula-
tion, there have been 2,982 arrests in three
years. Of these, 1,'<77 were am jts for
dmnkenness or for offences committed when
dmnk, and about 400 arrests for selling li-
quor. In the nearby towns of New Water-
ford, Sydney Mines and other places in Cape
Breton County the arrests have been similar-
ly enormous. And this county is under the
drastic Nova Scotia Temperhuce Act.

*

Licentes Favored.

Nowhere in the world, even in places
where the most unrestrlctjd latitude is allow-
ed upon liquor licensee, can anything be
seen even remotely approaching in licentious-
ness and demoralization the conditions in the
various Nova Scotia prohibition counties.
Two plebiscites in Cape Breton have declar-
ed against prohibition. The first brought on



by ihlbltlon forces in 1907. declared
by a majority of 800 in favor of the repeal of
the Sc Act. Frightened by this dlaplay
and by otner evidences of public opinion, the
prohibitionists later caused the passage of
the Nova Scotia Temperance Act. Feanng
that they would be badly defeated, the pro-
hibitionists opposed thp taking of a pleb-
iscite in Sydney a few months ago. The
plebiscite, however, was taken, and resulted
in a majority of 792 in favor of license. This
plebiscite was without legal efTects and was
merely a method of ascertaining public opin-
ion.

Public opinion has manifested itself In un-
expected quarters. The League .f the Cross,
the largest and most influential men's Roman
Catholic society in Cape Breton, which had
originally favored prohibition, passed a re-
solution condemning existing conditions in
Nova Scotia and asking for a measure of
legitimate license to rectify conditions there.
The Rev. Father D. M. McAdam of the Sa-
cred Heart Church, the most promin-^nt
CathoIIe clergyman in Cape Breton, recently
preached powerful sermon, in which he de-
clared thai prohibition did away with tem-
perance and ^a» the cause of many murders
among the foreigners in Sydney.

Knives and Onns.

"These people." he said, "have been ac-
customed to their i^lass of wine or beer in
their own countries, where nothing but the
best liquors are sold, and where little drunk-
enness is in evidence, but here thej are
handed out the poisonous coRCoction which is
on sale around the coke ovens and which sets
them crazy. The result is that they turn up-
on each other with knives and guns. Over
and above this, prohibition Is the cause of
tnien perjuring themselves day after day In
the police courts. Instead of this heing a
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'dry* town, anjr man, wonmn or child can se-
cure Uqnor at any tline and without walking
a half mile. A drunken father can send hia
little girl to the illicit saloon, and she can
secure liquor. These are the conditions
existing, and what are you going to do about
it? I favor license, and believe in granting
as many as would supply the demand."
The Rev. W. Bullock, rector of St. Alban's

(Anglican). Church at Sydney, declared sim-
ilarly in a recent sermon. "It seems to me,"
he said, "if the prohibition law is ever en-
forced here, we will need 5,000 inspectors,
with all of the powers the one has at present.
For you can see the dives everywhere, and
you can not only see them, but smell them.
It the dives are put down In one place, they
only spring up in another.

Rankest Poison.

"Under the present law liquor is sold. No
one will deny that. And that liquor is the
rankest poison, for there is no one to see that
it is good. If I had seen the prohibition sys-
tem worked anywhere, I would say let's have
It. But I never have, and I think that under
high license th'ngs must Improve. F -:?t.

under high license, the bar would be ^.pen
for all to see. It would have to Ciose ut a
certain hour. Liquor could not be sold to a
drunken man, and lastly, good liquor would
be sold, and inspectors would be appointed
to see that the liquor was good."
Crown Prosecutor D. A. Hearn, K.C., de-

clared that the vilest kind of liquor was be-
ing Illicitly manufactured In Cape Breton.
"Let the present law be repealed," he urges,
"and something that will prevent the abuse
of liquor be substituted. With good men
selling liquor under good law, the evils of
the trafRc could be reduced. Under license,
we will know where liquor Is sold." Mayor
Ounn. himself a total alratainer. declared in
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an addresi to the people: "I believe that Ifwe had a license law under which the manwho aoli to minors or sold after hours could
be imprisoned, things would be better Van
they are now."

Notwithstanding these and othar expres-
sions of public opinion, the Legislature twomonths ago defeated a bill to allow licenses
n Sydney. It was on this occasion that Hon.
U. M. McGregor, member for New Glasgow
made the remarkable statement that It was
••better morally to have liquor sold illegally
than to have the law broadened." This wasan extremely edifying comment from this
prominent member of the government. • )nsld-
ering. as we shall see in a further urtlcle.
that his own home town and other towns arerampant with liquor dlve» and drunkenness.

(From The Toronto "World," June 24, 1018.)

Article No. 11.

Special to The World.

New Glasgow, N.S.. June 21.—This city Isthe home town of the Rev. H. U. Grant, gen-eral secretary of the Nova Scotia Temperance
Alliance It might be casually supposed thatunder his vigilant eye it would be a hlghfvmoral town. Likewise so the adjacent towns

o hlrSf?'
Westville. Stellarton P?ctou Ind

Tha.rfi3[er8e is the case. In New GlasKOw

n'SUSX'^^™^ P'«» *»d as manyIn Stellarton and Westville each. Within a
J^lV"%^'J°"" and a half miles there arSfully 60 known blind pigs in the guise of

SorJS'Lnli^Ni,
^^*^"«' -^"tauJanU ""and

No ^fi'^finf! ""^i
*^®

r**"* «'**<^« o' Whiskey,wo legitimate place is allowed to sell hMr
containing only a little more than one^rcent, of alcohol, but there Is no difficulty ?n
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getting in the drug stores patent medicines
containing from 20 to 40 per cent, alcohol, or
buying whiskey from the blind pigs or from
the hundreds of the pocket peddlers.

In the last four and a half years alone, not
eonntlng the previons perioJ, there have been
1,282 dronks arrested in New Glasgow, and
218 arrests of blind plggers and pocket ped-
dlers. A large number of these were con-
victed. Several hundred of these arrests
were of boys or yonng men between the ages
of IS and 22.

These are the figures for New Glasgow
only, as entered on the books of the stipen-
diary magistrate, and do not include the ar-
ropts in the adjacent towns. A considerable
number of the blind plggers have been and
are married women and widows. Of these
1,282 arrests for drunkenness in New Glas-
gow, 148 were of men who came from pro-
hibition Pkince Edward Island. The total
number of arrests for all offences in New
Glasgow during the last four and a l^alf

years has been 1,798.

Prohibition and Crime.

Prohibition and crime flourish together in

this city of 7,000 people, as well as in the
eontiguous towns. The population here is

largely Scotch-Canadian; of the miners only
a small percentage are Belgians, Norwegians
and other nationalities.

"The illicit vendors," said Chief of Police
Daniel Chisholm of New Glasgow, "are ped-
dling the cheapest stuff they can get. They
buy this vile liquor, supposed to be Scotch
whiskey, at $6 a case, and sell it at $1.25
and 11.50 per bottle. It comes here in dis-

guise in every conceivable form—in flour

barrels, groceries, packing boxes and numer-
ous other guises.

"There are at least twenty young fellows
in the business of regularly peddling this
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poisonous stuff, largely alcohol. Yet under
the law anyone can be fined for selling beer
containing only a little more than one per
cent, of alcohol. The consequence has been
that the people cannot get a real temperance
irink. The stuff sold here is poison. The
law is well enforced, but the vile stuff is con-
tinually secretly sold, and 409 out of every
500 people will perjure themselves rather
than tell where they got it. Arrest, fine. Jail
or other measures can't break the system.
Apart from the peddlers, there are four or
five organized clnbs in town and the young
and old in them get all the whiskey they
want. You've been under the Scott Act for
more than twenty years, and this is the re-
sult. In addition, the drug stores here sell

patent medicines full of alcohol. There is

no doubt that the majority of people favor
licenses."

Bad Stuir Sold.

Without an exception, the chiefs of police
in all of the prohibition cities complain that
it is not the liquor that does the harm; it is

the atrociously bad quality of liquor sold.

As the Sydney chief of police expressed it,

"The liquor sold is bad liquor, which does in-

finite harm. The dealers have to pay so
many fines that they have to recoup them-
selves, and therefore sell bad stuff, much of
it practically poison."

So notorious are these conditions that Dr.
George W. MacKeen, a leadin^c physician of
Westville and one of the most prominent pro-
hibitionists in Nova Scotia, has issued a
sijnied statement denouncing existing prohibl*
tion law as '*a blot on our statute books, a
cumberer of the ground, a breeder of liars,

perjurers and slanderers, a breaker of homes
and a maker of more mischief In any com-
munity in which its farcical enforcement has
been tried than even, I had almost said, the
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evil business it so Impotently tries to sup-
press.'*

Sydney, Glace Bay, New Glasgow and cer-.
tain other Nova Scotia cities and towns are
mining and steel manufacturing places. But
conditions elsewhere throughout Nova Scotia
are identical.

The Sale Continues.

Colchester County, for example, where the
Nova Scotia Temperance Act prevails, is an
agricultural and manufacturing county. In
Truro, its principal town, the convictions for
dnunkenness have been an average of 135
per year for years.
The convictions for drunkenness in this

town of 6,000 people numbered more than
three-quarters of the total convictions, and
the convictions of blind piggers and pocket
peddlers go on steadily at the rate of 80 to
85 a year. Yet the illicit sale of vile whiskey
continues without diminution. So flagrant is

perjury that the license commissioners in a
recent report denounced this evil at length;
and as to morality. Dr. Smith L. Walker,
town physician to the poor, has some strong
comments in his current report touching on
the looseness of morals whereby so large a
number of children are born out of wedlock.
The vault in the Truro Town Hall is now

crowded with 240 bottles of whiskey and a
barrel of rum, seized in the last two months
from pocket peddlers. It can be stated on
good authority that there are 32 blind pigs
or kitchen bars in Truro, and about 20 boot-
legs or pocket peddlers.

A Typical Instance.

Amherst, in Cumberland County, is an-
other typical instance. This county is under
the Scott Act. Amherst is an industrial city
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with a population of 10,600. In the last

three years alone, the arrests for offences in
this city have been 1,444, of which the enorm-
ous proportion of 622 were for drunkenness
and 118 were arre&ts of blind piggers and
pocket peddlers. Of the arrests for other of-

fences, many were due to drink. Notwith-
standing these arrests, the blind piggers and
pocket peddlers flourish in Amherst, as else-

where.

Mr. J. A. Knight, provincial inspector-in-
chief for the enforcement of both the Scott
Act and the Nova Scotia Temperance Act,
who was appointed upon the express recom-
mendation of the prohibitionists, insists that
the law is beii g well enforced. Complaints
of lack of effective enforcement, he says,
came from five or six places only, and that
wherever inspectors are displaced, the new
appointments are upon the recommendation
of the prohibition organizations, "but appar-
ently without any material change in the
conditions."

Summing up the situation in Nova Scotia,
it can be said on good authority that 600
cases or 6,000 bottles of whiskey are going in-

to Sydney every week; 50 to 100 cases week-
ly into Yarmouth; 200 to 300 cases of whis-
key a week into Glace Bay and similar
amounts in to North Sydney and Sydney.
Each case contains a dozen bottles. Much of
the whiskey going into these and other places
comes direct from Scotland, and it is believ-
ed, and not without reason, that no little

smuggling is done. From Halifax at least
500 gallons of whiskey every week is ship-
ped, often under fictitious names, to custom-
ers in the eastern and western counties. As
for the rural population, they get their sup-
plies both from Halifax and from New Bruns-
wick, much of which province is itself under
prohibition laws.

\
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THE RESULTS IN NEW BRUNSWICK
AND P. E. I.

(Prom The Toronto "World," Jane 27, lOlS.)

Article No. III.

Special to The World.

Moncton, N.B., June 24.—The Scott Act Is
In operation In nine New Brunswick coun-
tle«. Including the City of Frederlcton. Pro-
hi!»ItIoni8t8 sadly admit that the results are
by no means what they had predicted and
hoped for. Convictions for drunkenness are
going on at the rate of about 2,000 a year,
which, considering Now Brunswick's popula-
tion of only 360,000, is a truly enormous pro-
portion. With one-seTenth the population of
Ontario, New Bronswick's convictions for
drunkenness are relatively far higher than
the yearly number in Ontario. The rate of in-
crease for convictions for drunkenness in
Nfew Brunswick has been about 40 per cent,
during the last decade. As for convictions of
blind plggers and pocket peddlers in New
Brunswick, thev number about 237 a year.

There is not a prohibition city or town in
New Brunswick in which drunkenness is not
increasing, and in which blind plggers and
pocket peddlers do not profitably ply their
traffic. Moncton is the seat of Westmoreland
County, a Scott Act county. With a popula-
tion of about 12,000, Moncton is a city in
which nearly all the residents, including the
working class, own their own homes. It is
an attractive place, considering that it is a
railroad centre and its people are disposed
to be peaceful and law-abiding in every re-
spect but one. This one exception Is the
operation of the Liquor Act.

Instead of decreasing drunkenness and
abolishing liquor, prohibition has increased
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both, and with this increase has come an In-

v«f4®«*iL**iMr '^''*T^*-
^"""^^^ t^® ^ast threeyears alone there have been 633 arrests fordrunkenness In Moncton—the number risingfrom 168 In 1910 to 293 last year. The"oSlnumber of arrests for all offences In these

Jhrr^r**? *** ****" ^'^*' Indadln* no lessthan the large number of 249 convictions of

?he"ScSl;Tt.*"'
"^''^^^ ^- -'ol-tlon Of

Arrests Increase.

Moncton has a good chief of police, who
^tV!i\TJ^ *^^ '^'^ ^*«'^^y' *nd doubtless
It is this circumstance that accounts for thegreat and Increasing number of arrests. Yet
it Is admitted that these arrests for drunken-
ness comprise those only of persons making
themselves offensive on the streets. They
?i? '^^}. *?«'»<*e the "home drunks." As forthe blind plggers and pocket peddlers, they
are necessarily hard to detect; the arrests
manifestly do not cover the whole of thoseengaged In the traffic.

fu^^'^L^f ^°"^® George Rideout Is one ofthose officials who try to do their duty hon-
estly and conceal nothing. "Notwlthstand-

,

ing the Scott Act." he said, "there were 23[Open bars and 400 drunks In Moncton some
years ago. We began to enforce the act
sternly, and have continued to do so. There
are now no open bars, but blind pigs and

I

pocket peddling are Industriously going on In
restaurants, private houses, kitchens, shopsand stores YouM be surprised at the extentor the ta-afflc. Shoemakers, batchers, fp>ocers,

iJZr/ ® 1 *"•"' ^""^ stores, poolroom pro-
jPrietors and others make profit out of illicit
liquor selling, and drygoods and other deliv-
lery drivers do a regular business peddling U-
iquor, while on their routes. We have found
IHqnor being peddled in hmhj carriagea.
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Many BUnd Pigs.

"There are at least ten blind pigs here

that we know about, and there are undoubted-

edly many more of which we have no know-

ledge. The liquor sold here is largely gin.

All of the mild drinks, such as beer and light

V ines, have been completely driven out, and

the cheapest and most intoxicating kind of

gin is sold. The blind piggers and pocket

peddlers buy it for 40 cents the bottle, and

sell it at $1 the bottle. Fully 65 per cent, of

our drunks come from the Scott Act rural

districts where there are open bars in the

**Tn the Town of Shediac, 18 miles west of

Moncton, in Westmoreland County, there are

eight wide-open bars, and this in a popula-

tion of 2,0-0, making an illicit bar for every

2R0 inhabitants. In license Toronto, it may

here be parenthetically explained, the law at

present allows one bar 'or every 3,750 in-

habitants. In the Town of Sackville. 38

miles east of Moncton. in Westmoreland

bounty, there are five or six illicit wide-open

bars. Sackville has a population of d.ooo,

and. It may be remarked, is a college town.

All of these and other conditions prevail in

the Scott Act County of Westmoreland.

Along the north ah-re. in Northumberla' d

County, also under the Scott Act, conditions

are still worse. The north shore region is a

lumbering and pulp and paper manufactur-

ing district.

Dozen Open Bars.

In both the towns of Chatham and New-

castle the principal places in Northumberland

County, there are optn bars, fully a dozen in

both places, it Is authoritatively reported.

Both places swarm with blind piggers and

pocket pedlars. Of the 165 convictions for

drunkenness a year and the 51 convictions
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for illicitly selling liquor in Northumberland
County nearly all come from the north shore
and they represent only a fraction of the
total traffic. Much of the drunkenness and
liquor selling takes place In the sparsely set-
tled lumbering districts, out of sight of en-
forcing offlcia :, and consequently seldom fig-
ure in the arrests.

"Whiskey drinking Is bad enough," said a
pulp and paper manufacturer, "but good
whiskey would not do a modicum of the In-
jury that Is done by the vile stuff sold here.
My foreman took two drinks of this concoc-
ton^the other day. Ordinarily liquor would
not affect him, but this evil stuff stupefied
him for hours."

While a rank quality of gin Is the general
drink in Moncton, fully as rank a brand of
whiskey is the liquor sold in Fredericton,
which has been under the Scott Act for many
years. There are at least six bars nd twen-
ty blind pigs and scores of pocket peadlers in
Frederlcton. Of the eight drug stores, all.
or nearly all, are selling liquor. The average
number of arrests for drunkenness every year
in Frederlcton is 285 In a population of 7,-
000, and these 285 drunks are admittedly
only a part of the whole. The 237 convic-
tions for drunkenness a year In York County
(of which Frederlcton is the seat) are large-
ly convictions In Frederlcton, but many of
the prisoners are rurals. In Woodstock, a
town of about 4,000 population in Carleton
County, another Scott Act county, there are
eight illicit open bars and a large number of
blind piggers and bootleggers.
These are some typical facts of the work-

ings of the Scott Act in New Brunswick.

On the Island.

But what of Prince Edward Island, long
acclaimed by prohibitionists as pre-eminently
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the pUuje where prohibition has succeeded?

Two facts at once Impress the visitor. One

is a sUnding advertisement for the edlflcation

of tourists that Prince Edward Island Is the

healthiest place In the world; that vital stat-

istics reveal that of the great propo-tlon of

deaths on that Island nearly all have lived to

an unusually ripe old age. This being so, as

It Is, It seems very strange to find everywhere

so large a number of drug stores far out of

proportion to the needs of the population.

The reason Is soon discovered. There Is

ndt a steairJboat leaving Plctou for Prince

Edward Island that does not carry from 100

to 900 cases of whiskey and also supplies of

gin, nun and brandy. Prom 300 to 500 cases

of whiskey and other liquors are going into

Prince Edward Island every week by various

rentes. These known shipments comprise li-

quor from other provinces and from Europe.

Much of this whiskey reaches the town

papulations via the drug stores. In the

towns Scotch whiskey Is the liquor called for,

and In the rural districts the choice Is either

rum, gin or brandy, or all three. In addi-

tion to the regular shipments, considerable

smuggling In of liquor Is carried on. About!

/torty-flve men and women on the Island arel

/cohvlcted yearly of lllltit liquor selling and]

nearly 200 for drunkenness. These figured
^ do not seem impressive, but it is to be re-

membered that 80 per cent, of the 93,000

population is agricultural, and it is impossible

to find out what goes on in every barn in the

province.

! !; I
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NqVA SCOTIA'S DRY BELT

The Mayor of Truro Resrnta a World Corre-

spondent's Account of That Towa^
The Real Facts Restoted.

(From The Toronto "World," July 8, 1918.)

Editor World: I am informed that you
publisl 3d in a late issue that there were 32
kitchen bars and about 20 pocket peddlers
selling liquor in town. This is absolutely
untrue and we wish to emphatically contra-
dict There is not a bar open in the town or
any place where liquor is sold by the glass
that is known by the authorities. It may be
possible some amall quantity of liquor Is sold
by pocket peddlers. The town authorities are
constantly on the watch for these padf^lArs,
and each week sees less of this kind of .usl-
ness. The citizens demand a clean town iind
the council are using every effort to meet
their wisbes, and with grand results.

T. S. PaltlUo,
Acting Mayor,

Truro, N.S., July 5.

Acting Mayor T. S. Paltillo of Truro, N.S.,
hastens to assure The World that a statement
recently published in this newspaper, that
there were 32 kitchen bars and 20 pocket ped-
dlers selling liquor in Truro is "absolutely
untrue." After making this sweeping denial
Mr. Paltillo curiously admits in the next sen-
tence of his communication that there may be
some liquor sold in Truro, "There Is not a
bar open in the town," h*» says, "or any
place where liquor is sold by the glass that is

known by the authorities; it may be possible
some small quantity of liquor is sold by
pocket peddlers."
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Here is a distinct admission that there are

pocket peddlers in Truro. It is to be noted

that Mr. Paltillo makes no denial of the

statement in The World that the vault in the

Truro City Hall is filled with bottles of whis-

key seized in the past few months. This fact

of itself is proof that ehe illicit vendors are

doing business.
The World made no statement that there

are open bars !n Truro. It did make the

statement that there are blind pigs cr kitch-

en bars. Between open bars anu kitcien bars

there is a decided distinction—a distinction

familiar to those conversant with conditions

In prohibition places. An open bar is a de-

finitely known establishment, accessible to all

varieties of the initiated, where liquor is sold

promiscuously by t!ie glass or bottle. A kU-

chen bar, often called in Canada a blind pig,

designates, as the term implies, a surrepti-

tious household place where liquor is sold

either In some room in the home or on the

premises. Tae difference between the two

methods is precisely the difference that pro-

hibition Invariably Introduces—that of driv-

ing the adle of liquor to the home.
The authorities, as Mr. Paltillo admits, may

not know of all or even part of the illicit li-

quor traffic, but because they do not know is

by no means proof that the evil does not

exist, nor does lack of knowledge justify any

sweeping denial of a statement as being "ab-

solutely untrue." It is easy to locate open

bars, but to detect kitchen bars is a vastly

different matter. Continuous domiciliary

visits would be necessary, and even these

might not produce the evidence, so surround-

ed with secrecy and precautions is the traffic

in homes.
. . ^ ,. ^.v

If a commission were appointed by the

Nova Scotia Government with a real aim to

get at the facts, it would doubtless find, from

an examination of certain wholesale whiskey

jobbers, that the shipments of that liquor to

11
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Truro coincide with the figures stated in The
World of the number of places where whiskey
is illicitly sold.

As for the whiskey peddlers Mr Paltillo's

communication concludes: "The town author
ities are constantly on the watch for these
peddlers, and each week sees less of this kind
of business. The citizens demand a clean
town, and the council are using every effort

to meet their wishes, and with grand re-

sults."

This has been an oft heai-d story. When
in 1909, there were 24 convictions in Truro
for violation of the Nova Scotia Temperance]
Act, it was boasted that the town was beingJ
rid of the illicit vendors. But in the very!
next year there were 62 such convictions. It!

was likewise then assumed that by these 62
convictions the tovn had been cleaned up.
In 1911, there were additional convictions
and last year there were 33 more. The sam«
old assumption is now again advanr<?d.
By turning to pages 43 and 44 of the 1913

annual report of the Town of Truro, we note
that It is repeatedly admitted by the town
officials that it is very difRcult and costly to
secure convictions for second and subsequent
offences, and that the prosecutions are there-
more mostly for so-called first offences. In
other words, here is the official admission
that despite arrest, fine and imprisonment
the illicit liquor vendors resume the traffic

Seeing that this is so, what ground is there
for the assumption that because a certain
number have been fined or sent to jail, the
traffic has been broken up? Somebody must
be selling the whiskey to the average of 135
drunks convicted e^ery year for years in
Truro.

According to the last published annual re-
port of the Truro license inspector, the great
majority of those arrested for drunkenness,
and questioned as to where they got the li-

quor, commit deliberate perjury by refusing
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to tell where they bought it, taking refuge in

the etock reply: "I do not remember."
Touching the "grand r jlts" of yeara of

prohibition mentioned by cting Mc»yor Pal-
tiUo, we need only cite some eentencee from
the report of Dr. Smith L. Walker, town phy-
sician to tho poor in Truro. On page 40 of
the 1913 annual report of Truro. Dr. Walker
sajrs of the children in the hoTie for the poor:
"The rresence of such a large proportion

of ^ildn n appears to be due to the fact that
thtjio is too little regard to the presence In

certalu classes for the sanctity of marriage
voifs. Loose morals will tend to place upon
the town an ever-increasing number of child-

ren who must be provided with a home and
care that their parents are not able or will-

ing to give. ... A number of years ago
I called attention to the frequency of illegi-

timate births in the town as a source of fur-

ther cost to the community, and that predic-
tion is proven by a number of the inmates at
the home at the present time."
Althongh Truro has been under "dry" laws

for man: years, morality does not seem to

have accompanied prohibition.

li
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THE DOMINION ALLIANCE CHARACTER-
IZED AS ••THE GREATEST HUMBUG,
THE MOST HOLLOW AND HYPO-

CRITICAL SHAM ON THE
CONTINENT."

(From The Toronto **D«iljr 8Ur," July 21,
1018.)

BDITOR DONLY ROASTS THE ROWBLL
POLICY.

Simcoe Reformer Declares It Will Irremedi-
ably Disrupt Party.

ALLIANCE "A HUMBUG."

For the Dominion Alliance There is No
Excuse, It Says.

The Simcoe Reformer (Liberal) says edi-
torially in its issue of Thursday:

.u '"*J®
'•esw^t of the North Grey election for

the Ontario Legislature should surprise no
one save the blindest partizan. The Reformer
has never admitted the right of Mr. Rowell
[and those who acted with him to commit the
jl-.lberal party of the Province of Ontario to a
I crusade on behalf of the Domliilon Alliance.
land to-day we are confirmed in the opinionIwe have held from the beginning, that, if per-
Isisted in. It will irremediably disrupt the
party.

The Rowell Policy.

"East Middlesex and North Grey, bothwon oy Liberals in the general election, are^low represented by Conservatives. If a gen-eral election were held te-morrow it is doubt-
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ful if a single seat could be retained by a

Liberal candidate. We feel sure that North
Norfolk cannot be won by a man known to

be genuinely in sympathy with RoweU's pol-

icy. The one practical thing to do is the call-

ing at as early a date as feasible of a Pro-

vincial conv mtion of a thoroughly representa-

tive character.

Alliance a Hnmbug.

"The Dominion Alliance Is the greatest

humbng, the most hollow and hypocritical
«Iiam, on the continent. It cannot shake one
5)er cent, of the Tory prohibition vote from
party lines in any election that ever takes

place. It might do a trifle better in the case

of prohibition Liberals, but not much. What-
ever we may think of the wisdom or unwis-
dom of Mr. RoweU's course, for the Domin-
ion Alliance there is no excuse. The figures

in North Grey should cause it to lose Itself

somewhere north of the Hudson Bay. The
time appears ripe for a leader and a party

to call the binff of the whole coterie of cleri-

cal bosses who are trying to tie the coantry
ap in swaddling clothes and reform every-

body and everyUiing by Acts of Parliament."
Hal. B. Donly, proprietor of the Reformer,

was the Liberal candidate for Norfolk in the

Federal general elections of 1904 and 1908.

He Is president of the Canadian Press Asso-

ciation.

m 'l!!
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NO PUBLIC RESPECT FOR THE
DOMINION ALLIANCE

(Editorial, Montreal "Gazette," Aug. 7, 1918.)

"The free speaking out In meeting that
has since the North Grey election beun heard,
may he taken to indicate that the Liberal
party as a whole is far from being prohibi-
tionist. One western paper. (The Simcoe Re-
former) has advocated the calling of a pro-
vincial party election, practically in order that
the present seeming connection between the
leadership and the Dominion Alliance may be
cut. Another (The Windsor Record) sug-
gests that the party should stand by the guns
that have been given it till the next general
election, adding: "It is safe to say the Lib-
erals will be beaten and badly beaten, and
will be In a position to throw off forever the
millstone of the Dominion Alliance and pro-
ceed with the real policies of Liberalism."
There is more of the same kind, leading up
to a declaration by The Record, that the li-
cense system, honestly administered and pro-
viding for the separation of the sale of mild
stimulants from that of hard intoxicants, is
the proper policy for the province. Possibly
most Liberals and surely most Conservatives
will agree that The Record's views are those
that In application will bring best results
The Dominion Alliance, whatever it may have
once been, is now withont influence, and pos-
sesses so little of the general publJc*s respect,
that its enmity may almost be considered a
benefit to the party It opposes. Mr. Rowell
might cut away from It T,'ithout fear of loslne
anything."






