MINUTES .

OF THE ®

" HALDIMAND ASSOCIATION, °

AT THEIR ,

; .
§

[
|
FORTY-THIRD ANI;(IVERSARY, .

.

¥ *7HELD 'WITH THE i ‘
\(V- - . ) : + e ¥ o
Begubar Baptist Church in Ringston,
| ON FRI'DA]:’,TSATQRDAY & SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 2, & 30.‘ 1861.

TOGETHER WITH THE

) CIRCULAR LETTER, CONSTITUTIONgAND BY-LAWS,

B

Rev. J. CAMERON, Mobrrator.
Bro. J. KING, CLerk.

x !
4 TORONTO, C. W. :
CANADIAN BAPTIST OFFICE, 30, KING STREET WEST.

) 1861, v




- MINUTES.

§ ( a

- Kineston, June'28, 1861,
Rov. J. Cameron of Peterboro’ preached the Introductory Sermon,
frhm Proverbs xxiii. 23. At the close of the sermon, the Preacher was
chosen Moderator, and Bro. J. King, Clerk.
The Constitution and By-Laws were then read

Revs. W. Lacey, D. Wait, J. Reddick, and Bréthren T. Butler and M.

Ross, were appointed a Prudential Committee. - #
“Revs. P. MeDonald, H. Lloyd, and Dea. Shith, were chosen a Com-

mittee on the Circular Letter, and Brethren J. Wixon, J. King;.and C.
Paxtoyst fommittec.on Resolutions. !

The Prudential Committee reported as follows: That we adjourn till
21 o’clock, 1’.1\%, and upon re-assembling proceed with the business of the
Association : That Ret, H. Lloyd preach at 7 o'dlock, /

The Report was adopted and the Meet{mg adjourned.

Rov. J. Reddick closed wi?( prayer. \

A
'AFTERNOON SESSION.

Meeting opened with singing. Rev. P. MecDonald prayed. The Letters
from the Churolies were presented and read. On motion, a Committee of
three was appointed, gonsisting of Rev. D. Wait, Brethren P. Hinman
and Dea. W. Sim, to consult as to the proper coursé to be taken with re-
gard to a letter sent to the Association,. by a body calling itself the 1st |
Markham Church. Rev. A. Anderson and P. McDonald were r quested /
by the Association to give this Committee all the Tformation in their

possession. . . :
The C(Wﬂ/wt/tce appointed last year to visit the Fenelon Falls’ Church,
reported Afitough the Rev. J. Reddick. On the recommendation of the
(ommittee, it was Resolved : That the Fenelon Falls' Church be considered
in good standing with the Association. f
A Committee was appointed to consider an application of the Stirling. -
Church for admission to the Association. Said Committee consisted of
Revs. H. Lloyd, J. Reddick, and Bro. P. R. Randall, who were requested
to réport on_the following morning immediately after the opening of the

gession.

The Committee on the Markham letter, reported the result of their
deliberations, and recommended the rejection of said letter.
" On motion, it was resolved that a due proportion of minutes be sent to

-J. B. Miller, Esq., of Markham.
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A letter frogp the 1st Rawdon Church, was refel;régto the*Committee
. appointed to consider the application of the Stirfing Church, who were

then constituted a standing Committee on applications.

Visiting Brethren were invited to a seat.

Rev. W. Lacey, was appointed to visit the Huntingdon Church, it
having failed to réport itself for two sueccessive years.

An application for admission to the Associition. from the Woodville » #
@hurch was referred to the Committee on applications.

TLe Cowmittee on the Circilar letter gave in their report, and recom-

mended its being read.before the Association. L
+ The Letter was tlicn yad by Rev. W. Lacey, and approved ; but owing -

to its great length, it was resolved that Revs. H. Lloyd and P, McDonald,
and Bro. King be requested to make an abstract of the same for_publicd- -
tion withthe Miniifes. % wa# also resolved, that the'entire letter be sent -
to the editors of the C’uzm‘Zi(m 1‘;’«(])({5/, and that they be requested-to insert

L it in their columns. e | .
After prayer by Rev, D,"Wait, the meeting adjourned. =
Re-assembled at 7 olglock, when the Rev. H, Lloyd preached from Col-
2 lossians iii. 3¢ - v

\

SATURDAY MORNING.

#  Held a prayer meeting from 9 till 10. = v
+At 10 o'cldck, Elder McIntyre preached from John xiv. 15. A colled
tion, amounting to $18.77, was then taken up in aid of the Stirling
Brethren, who are building a Meeting-house. : i
The Prudéential Committee reported : That when the Association ad- |
journs, it does so for one hout) at the expiration of which the businegs of .
the Association be proceeded with : That the Rev. P. McDonald preach in Q
the evening at 7 o’clock.
The Committee on applications reported as follows : “ Your Committee
appointed to consider the letter of the 1st Rawdon Church, would report
that that Church has by its own act voluntarily disbanded, in our opinion,
and advise that their letter be returned.”—Adopted. !
« Your Committee having carefully investigated the application of the
Woodville Church, would report, that we feel much sympathy with the
hurch, and would be pleased to report favourably, but since the Churches :
; bof Brock and Eldon make a formal request, that the subject be referred to e
« 3 Committee of Investigtion, we advise that thejw=#®quest be granted, '3
(especially since irregularities have occurred in both Churches), in order
that if possible a reconciliation may be effected, and thus contiguous
Churches may walk together in brotherly love and harmohy.”—Adopted. ’
« Your Committee would further report, in regard tb the lette of ap-
plication from the Stirling Church, that the Church be received, and the
right hand of fellowship be extended to its representative by the Moder-

:ltor.”—TAdopted. J - 5
E i . Q\’ : f L

1
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The Committee of Investigation, Jrecommended by the Committee in
the case of. the Woodville and Brock and Eldon Churches, was appointed
by the Association, and consisted of Revs. Dr. Caldicott, H. Lloyd, and

- the Moderator. * It was resolved, that the next Annual Meeting of the

Asgociation, be held with the Churches'in Peterboro’. Dr. Caldieqtito

preach the opening sermon. Rev. P. McDonald to alternate.

Reddick to write the Circular Letter. Rev.

H. Lloyd to alternate.

The Committee on resolutions submitted the following :

. Whareas, p._ very, large portion of the people of Canada are opposed,
from principle, Yo granting State support to religion, deeming the connection
between Church and State as injurious to hoth; and whereas, the Govern-
ment of this Province, fully recognizing this fact, solemnly declared in
Parliament assembled, thatit is desirable to remove all semblance of connec-
tion between the State and Teligious denominations ag such. Therefore,

Resolved, That this Association regards #he- yearly grants.from the

public funds to denominational colleges, and

religious-institutions of vari-

ous kinds, both ip. Upper and I‘,@wzr Canada, not only as a gravé wrong
n

inflicted upon those who are in pri

iple opposed to such grants, and-as a

source of political corruption; but also as a direct violation of the pledge
given at the settlbment of the clergy reserves. r - '

“Resolved, That the open: and . frequen

pledge, given in order to secure acquiescence
us a most unrighteous disposal of the clergy

t vielation of the aforesaid
in what has ever appeared to
reserves, has encouraged vari-

.ous denominations to press more eagerly for State support in some form ;

and we look with serious apprehension upon
strifes which must spread over this country;
to ecclesiastical bodies be at once done away.

the religious glienations and
unless all government grants

Resolved, That we regafl the present agitation, gotup mainly by the .
Wesleyan Methodists, to break up our National University and divide its
funds among the sectarian colleges, as one of the evil fruits of the bad
system o long fostered by the government. And ‘'we, as citizens of Canada,
shall ever protest against the supposed right of any denomination or party
of men to carve its own separate share out of property designed as the
common patrimony of all Canadians, and not of separate sects.

 Resolved, That we deem University College and Toronto University

afaply sufficient to meet the wants of what is

known as ‘“higher education”

in Canada. And that any surplus of funds over the efficient support of
this national “institution” should be devoted to “academic education,”

in which the people of Upper Canada have

an equal interest, and not to

sehools from which particular sects derive special and exclusive advantages.
Resolved, That though comparitively few of the young people of

Canada require a University education; yet

a great many who do not-wish

to enter the University, long for a better education than they can get in
our grammar schools. For this class no provisions have been made in this
country, and hence many seek, in the neighbouring republie, that which

should be furnished to them in their own lan

d.  Schools oceupying a rank

Rev. Joel E‘&
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1tt.eet13 g - between the' University and our grammar schools, should be established
p(;)m e q | for such—schools ,in some respects /resembling the * Scotch Academies”
z ,fatrlll s or German Gymnasia; and to the endowment of such schools we would
l)'o " 9 recommend: that the “ surplus fund‘s"‘of University College and Toronto
;%‘i : University should be apptopriated. * ! :
i | b Resolved, That encouragement should He given by”the government
t .of this country to female education. Itappdars to us manifestly unjust
that go many hundreds of thousands of doHas should be given by the
ypposed, Government for the education of young men\in Canada, while not one
‘nection : shilling is appropriated for* the <education of thd sisters and future com-
Govern- “ panions of these young men—that Canada should go freely provide for the ,
ared in education of her gons, while she forces so many of her daughters either to
connee- ; 20 witho\.)t mentg@ulture or seek it in a foreign Tand. ‘
‘[tafore,h . = = Carried unanimously, 1
rom the . : :
il ‘ | ' After prayer by Bt‘().» Rfdall, the meeting adjourned, &y
¢ Wrong , - - :
and as a # i, —
s pledge / ’ . =
- : - SATURDAY APTERNOON. -
: a ) - 7 :
foresaid : Prayer.by Bro. Wixson.
)ea;;‘ed to ; £ «The Committee on resolutiondcontinued their report.
gag YA} The following were submitted and adopted:
e form ; j
ions and CANADIAN LITERARY INSTITUTE.
1t grants Resolved, That we look upon an educational institution as an ubsolute
denominational necessity, and hereby- recbrd our gratitude to Almighty.
i s S R L )
ly by the . (God for inclining his” people to give of their means sufficient for erecting
ivide its the Canadian Literary Institute, which was unfortunately destroyed by
'the bad y fire in January last; and pledge ourselves to use all the means in our
' Canada, power for rendering it in evepy respect complete and efficient.
or part; ‘
ed agthz . . . THE YOUNG REAPER. v
' Resolved, That this Association deems it highly important, that the
niversity ‘ youth of our denomination should not only be well informed upon those
lucation’” great truths which more immediately concern the salvation of their souls ;s
upport of il but that they should also be made acquainted with the principles and
ucation,” : practices peculiar to the Baptist denomination, which we consider es- o
d not to L sential to the purity and prosperity of thé Christian Church, and believing ’
vantages. ‘ that the Young Reaper is eminently calculated to promote both of. these
objects, «we ecarnestly recommend, it to the notice of the parents of our
people of . ) : .
ok children, and the superintendents and teachers of our sabbath schools.
:an.gethiin \ ! THE CANADIAN BAPTIST.
getml:iclsx Resolved, That recognising the importancé of the denominational
" Gk organ, we will continue to support.it, and seek to plzuﬁit upon a permanent
. bt basis, by endeavouring to increase its circulation in odr midst.
4
a o
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The cordial thanks of the Association were tendered to the Brethren
and Friends of Stirling, for their hospitality, and to the Preghyterian

Friends, for their kindness in allowing the Association the use{of their
\

meeting-house. : ,

It was Resolved, That the Revs. Dr. Caldicott and D. Wait, and
Brethren J. King and P. R. Randall, be a Committee to revige the (;)n-
stitution and By-laws, and report at the next Association.

A request from Bro. W. McKague, that the Association would permit
him to make some statements in regard to the Chapel at Cobourg, was
referred to the Prudentipl Committee for consideration. ,

Dr. Caldicott and J. King were appointed to superintend the printing
of the Minutes. =4 .

It was Resolved, That the Minutes be” sent to the various' Churches,
subject to charges for freight. -

The Rev. D. Wait was appointed Corresponding Secrgtary.  His
address is Vernonville P. O.

The Prudential Committee recommended that Bro. McKague be per-
mitted to make hig statements to the Association. Permission was accord-
ingly given. - ; '

. Revs. J. Reddick, D. Wait, and W. McKee, were appointed a Com-

mittee to take measures for removing the debt whith remains upon the
Cobourg Chapel, and which, if not speedily liquidated, will occagion its loss
to the Baptist Denomination.

The Moderator gave the hand of fellowship to the represemtative of
the Stirling Church,

The business being dispatched, the Association adjourned to meet in
Peterboro’; on the 4th Friday in June, 1862, at half-past 10 o’clock, A.M.

In the evening, at 7 o'clock, the Rev. P. McDonald preached from

SABBATH SERVICES.

In the rﬁorning, the Rev. J. Reddick preached from 1 Lorinthians vi.
58; in the afternoon, Bro. King from 1 Peter iii. 16; in the evening,

_ Rev. A. Anderson from Romans v. 1. Collections were made after each

gervice. In the morning, $13 were collected for the Missionary Conven-
tion ; afternoon, $9.69 for the Grande Ligne Mission; evening, $7.46
for the Stirling Church. i
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ABSTRACT OF THE CIRCULAR LETTER

T0O THE 3

CHURCHES OF THE HALDIMAND REGULAR BAPTIST
' ASSOCIATION.

DEAR BRETHREN,

The subject of the present letter is the importance of special. prayer for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, upon our Churches/ :

The importance of this subject must be obvious,. we think,. to thoge who
understand the present state of religion amongst us. ‘

Tt is true, we may be correct in many respects, but without the'influence of
the Holy Spirit all will be vain. For instance :

1. Our Churches may be scripturally organized ; that this is essential all
will admit, for if there are defects in the organization of our Chutrches, there
will be defects also in the practice. Grant that our Churches are modelled after
the one at Jerusalem, still the admission of the truth of a proposition is not
the same as the working out of such a proposition, any more than the consti-
tution of a locomotive and the perfection of its parts, will give it motion. *
The locomotive must have steam to propel its machinery, 8o a Church needs
something more than &e embracing of correct principles, in order that it may
be prosperous, and a hlessing to the world. x ‘

9. As to discipline. A church may be strict in enforcing the obedience of
its members#o its disciplinary laws, yet this may be done wit p.]}grisaical com-
placency. : f

3. Our Churches may haveavealthy members, this also may seem important
for-carrying on the cause of Christ more effectually. We admit that pecuniary
mesns are necessary to support the Gospel Ministry, the Missionary Society,

. Tlie Bible Society, Tract Distribution, Sabbath Schoolg, &e., but it is not al-

ways the case that where there i the most wealth, there is the most piety and
prosperity, for generally we find more display and pomposity where wealth
abounds. The prosperity of a Church depends upon the consecration of its
members to Christ, and their earnest untiring efforts to promote the glory of
God, accompanied. by the influence of the Holy. Spirit,

4. A Church may have a talented pastor and a gifted membership ; it may "
like the Church in Corinth, be enriched by the Lord “in all utterance, and in
all knowledge,” g0 as to *come behind in mo gift,” and yet be distanced by
other Churches with respect to piety and prosperity.

« Not by might, nor by power, bat by my spirit saith the Lord.”

Now, brethren, we have shown to you that something more is needed than
correct organization, strict discipline, wealth, and talengs, in order that a Church
be happy and prosperous. The power of the Holy Spirit alone can sanctify
the gifts and endowments of Pastors and Churches. b #

«Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is ¢
ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in
aria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”

e upon you, and
udea, and Sam-




8

We willnow congider some of the happy effects which will follaw, believing
fervent and effectual prayer for the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
our Churches :— ’

1. Théte will be an increase of brotherly love,

There is in all our Churches a lamentable lack of this lovely trait of Chris-
tian character: Do we mufually esteem others better than ourselves? Is there
nothing done through strife and vain glory? Are all striving. to provoke each
other to love and good' works ? !

- These are important questions, and unless they can be answered in the
affirmative, there is certainly a deficiency in this important element of Christ}'an
character. - . :

How necessary then that we wake up to the importance of special prayer
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us. - Whose genial influences will
subdue the evils which mar our peaceand retard our spiritual growth, such as,
evil gurmisings, evil speakings, jealousies, whisperings, and backbitings, envy-
ings, &e. %

2. The Spirit’s influence will reclaim backsliders, A -

They are in a pitabla state, they can mneither ‘be happy in the world nor in
the Church ; when they seek the society' of worldly men, they are reminded of
their former professions, and they ave not capable of enjoying the society of
God’s people.  We doubtlesshave in the neighbourhood of all our Churches,
wanderers from the fold of, Christ, who cannot be reclaimed by any agency less
than that of the Holy Spirit., Through His influence they are brought back
from thoir wanderings, where “ there is hread enough, and to spare”

3. Another happy effect of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon our
Churches, will be the conversion of ginners, and consequent rejoicing on earth
and in heaven.

‘When the spirit is poured out from on high. the wilderness and the solitary
place ar¢ made glad, the desett rejoices and blossoms as the rose, the parched
ground htcomes a pool, the thirsty land springs of waters.

The pffacts of the gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit are of such a
pleaging character that' there is great joy, because the dead are made alive, the
blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, the dumb to speak, and the
lost are found. Hearts that were sad are made to rejoice, countenances upon
which lowered brooding melancholy are lighted up with joy, beford unknown !
habitations filled with darkness, sorrow and despair are filled with light, joy,
and hope, Ol! how many desolate homes are made to rejoice, when God
pours out the spirit of grace and supplication.

Husbands rejoice aver wives for whom they have long prayed, and wives
aré made to rejoice with exceeding great joy over husbands, for whose salvation
they have long besought the Lord. Parents rejoice over their children, because
they have become the children of God, and children rejoice over their parents,

“hecause they are “ begotten again to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jegus
Christ from the dead.” Friend rejoices over friend, because they together have
become the friends of Christ. And neighbours rejoice over neighbours, because
they have become “ fellow-citizens of the saints and of the household of God.”

“ Likewise I gay unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one ginner that repenteth.” -

They rejoice when another brand is plucked from the burning because the
grace of GGod is thus magnified.

Brethren, if you desire the salvation of your friends, neighbours, parents,
brothers and sisters, that they magsbe made the heirs of eternal life, seek in
earnest prayer the special influence of the Holy Spirit; without whose divine
power, they never can become the gaved of the Lord.
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< Yaptism by immersion only; the Lord’'s Supper, a privilege peculiar to bap-

CONSTITUTION. P

Armione L—This Association shall be called the © Haldimand Reguldr
Baptist Association.”

Amr. I1—This Association shall be composed of. such Churches only, as
embrace, in substance, the following doctrines :—The being and unity of éod j
the existence of three equal persons in the Godhead ; Divine Inspiration of the
0Old and New Testaments, as the complete and infallible rule of faith and prac-
tice; the depravity and just condemnation of all mankind by the fall of our
first parents ; Election of grace-according to the foreknowledge of God; the
proper divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ ; the all-sufficiency of His atonement
through which believers are justified freely by grace ; the necessity of sthe flu-
ence of the Holy Spirit in regeneration ; P;rz;:’emnce‘of the Saints ; Believers'

tized believers regularly admitted into fellowghip in our Churches ; the resurrec-
tion of the body.and general judgment ; the final %I:Piness of the saints, and
migery of the wicked alike interfninable ; the obligations of every intelligent
creature to love God supremely—to believe what God says, and to practise what
God commands ; and the religious observance of the first day of the week.

Arr. TIL—The objects of this Association shall be to pro ote, by corres-
pondence and persona{ intercourse, unity of faith and practice, {fellowship, cor-
diality of feeling, and union of effort in promoting the interest of the: Churches,

and tﬂe furtherance of the cause of Christ throughout the world. . = |,

Agr. TV.—This Association shall recognize the power and independence of |
the Churches, and in no case exercise any authority or jurisdiction over them.
Nevertheless, it shall have power to drop from its connection angv Church
which, in the opinion of the Association, may have essentially departed from th
faith, either in principle or practice, and to exclude from a seat in its meetingsf
any minister or delegate, who ismanifestly corrupt either in theory or practice ;
and facts in either case may be ascertained in any way not inconsistent with the
rules of the Grospel. :

Arr. V.—The meetings of this Association shall be held annually, on the
last Friday in June, at 10 o'clock, A.M., by their representatives, which are not
t0 exceed five from each Church, at such place as the Association shall appoint.

Arr. VI—The Churches composing this Association are required to send-
letters to all its meetings, addressed to the Association, expressing the names
of their Messengers, the state of the Churches, with their alterations and present
numbers. :

Agr. VII—Churches shall be received into this Association by letter, setting
forth their desire to be admitted, their faith, order, and willingness to conform

® to the rules of this Association : and on satisfaction and reception, the Mode-
rator shall give the Messenger the right hand of fellowship.

Arr. VIIL—Any Church connected with this Asgociation that shall neglect
to make an Annual Report at its meetings, for two successive years, shall be
visited by a Committee of this Agsociation to enquire into the cause ; and if
the same neglect be repeated the third year they shall be dropped from the

Minutes.
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.BY-LAWS.

-

1st. Immediately after the delivery of the Introductory Sermon, it shall be
the duty of the Minister that preaches, to call the Association to order for the
-election of a Moderator, after which the Moderator shall preside, and a Clerk
shall be chosen.

2nd. After the choice of a Moderator and Clerk, a Prudential Committee of
five shall be chosen to arrange the business of the Association.

3rd. The letters of the Churches shall be read, then the other husiness, as it
may be presented.

4th. Visiting brethren may next be invited to @ seat, and may debate on all
subjects, but vote on none.

5th. Every speaker shall rise and address the Moderator, and shall have the
liberty of moving or seconding any motion, or of speaking on any subject
regularly laid before the body, witjout any interruption, except he depart from
the subject, or some explanation be necessary to a right understanding of it.

6th. The Moderator shall have the same right to speak as any other member,
provided the chair be filled, - 7

7th. No subject shall be discussed until seconded ; if not seconded it shall be
congidered as lost.

8th. No one shall speak more than twice on the same subject, without special
leave from the Moderator.

9th. All personal reflections shall be particularly avoided in the deliberations
of this body. ‘

10th. In time of session, all private conversation shall be dispensed with, and
undivided attention shall be given to the busines¥-of the Association.

Lith. Meetings shall ever be opened and closed with prayer.

12th, All questions of order £hall be decided by the Moderator.

13th. These By-Laws shall We read distinctly from the Chair immediately
after the election of the Officers of each Session.

14th. A Corresponding Secretary shall be elected once in four years, whose
duty it shall be to receive and preserve its papers.

15th. Any of the Articles or' By-Laws, [excepting Article second of the
Jonstitution,] may be altered at any meeting of the Association by the vote of
two-thirds of the members,
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Died.
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Baptized.
Rec. by Lett.
Dis. by Lett.
Exculded.

Jos. Holman, - 8. Holman, and Bro, C.
CUolumbus. Paxton
Wairsy Town : J Rev. H. Lloyd;
Branch of 6th Con. ; E. Doolittle
SrirLING : { Rev. W, Lacey.......

Whirsy, (6th Oon.)} {Rev. H. Lloyd; Dea.),

Grand Total 5 39( 9/24

STATISTICS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS,

¥

£
Scroors, # SUPERINTNDENTS. Teachers.|Scholars.

£y

Claremont............|G. Bundy. = 80
S Rev. J. R 11 i

2nd Cramabe. .. : . 8 45
Haldimand . - 110
: 14 100

Port Hope Dea. Craig 14 70
Toronto, (Bond $t.)...|J. F. . 303
Uxbridge Dea. Smith 3 =
West Line of Brock.. , 1 20
Whithy, (6th Con.).. .glJ. ‘ 10 - B3
Whithy, (Town) 6 21
Sidney 5

Total....| 108 953

*s* Several of the Churches' made no Repe rt}
J




