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MINUTES OF THE SYNOD
ok THE

Presbyterian Cljurrl) of Noua Scotia.
JUNE 1855.

!

FIRST SEDERUNT.

At New Glasgow within Primitive Church 
June 24th, 1856, 11 o’clock, AM.

hJih? |yn0dTî thn Presb>’tRri!in Church of Nova Scotia, after a Sera,on 
by the Rev. John Cameron, Moderator, from Exod. chap, xiv v 15 Sermon.

JZ&T ‘be ChiMren °f ,5r“'- ?» fonvar,,”^metand" ™

AND

^j»y. **» wumTSk?C,1pï»;

from the congregation of Salem Church, Gref,, Hill, Ruling Eide»
The Presbytery of Pietou reported that since last meeting of Synod the 

Rev. James McLean, of Mabou, had accepted a call to anothe/charge
IZT»lfZ ?at theyahad dissolved his «ion with MaSiu S2t yten6S 
gation and had removed his name from their Roll. Also that they had
ersTthe everiasüng “* AleXander Cameron t0 be P^ch-

SnShss^sy^»^MMed ’ 
aÿâajSK; st:rr,5ror- ■*h,vins 

' cœ
Rev. Messrs. Smith and McLean, and Mr. E. McLeod RuW „

We£^P°jted,a °TTT °n Statistics- Mr- Smith, convener8 ^ m"tee °a 
.-♦h “d read the RePort of the Committee of Bills and Overtures t>
setting forth an arranged list of subjects for the consideration of SvnoH Re.l,ort ofc°m-
“d rtooum-udiog that fto tom of bum™ ,M to 1™ toL^fmm’ » mnrnT

, his
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Closet

MINUTES OF SYNÔA

T, tj - ,^ro°2 ^ P-M. to 6 ; and again from 7 ad libitum
The Report was received and the diligence of the Committee approved

gation be taken up on Friday morning. g
The Synod then adjourned till half-past 3 o’clock, closing with prayer.

SECOND SEDERUNT.

». c , Same Day and Place, half-past 8 o’clock, PM
I he Synod met and was constituted. The Moderator was succeeded

p"' &

gation ot Lower Londonderry, Ruling Elders.
^r‘T^uC^ullocl1 rePorte<* that Truro Presbytery had ordained Mr Sa

muel Johnson, preacher, to the pastoral charge of the congregation ot 
arvey, New Brunswick, and that his name had been added to the Roll 

- Presoytcry. Ordered that his name be added to the Synod Roll.
Minutes having been approved the Synod proceeded to Easiness taking 

up the subjects in the order recommended by Committee of Bills and 
Report on col. Overtures. Rev. John I. Baxter read the Report of the fnmmitfL d 
portage. Colportage. The Report shewed that during the past vear the Rn«^d 

had circulated 12,060 volumes, and during the past four vLÎs 855^9 
volumes, for which £2,956 have been paidf and th£ the wïrTwas îtm 
being earned on with no diminifon of efficiency. The Report was re

charge to make, during the present year, some pecuniary acknowledg

6

10 A.M. to 1 P.M. ;
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exercises.

Devotional
exercises.

Members
cent.

Report of or. 
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Same Day and Place, half-past 7 o’clock, PM.
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minutes of synod. 7
bitum*— 
proved, 
spent b 
by Rev. 
cision of 
congre-

lTgeSn^*aPPOinted Wkh directionà t0 Prosccute the work with greater di-

JSftSvir «r-ViSS.1» a? -
passed without amendment. The 8th was omitted. P 

lhe bynod then adjourned, concluding with prayer. -

FOURTH SEDERUNT.
Same Pune 25th, 10 o’clock, AM. 

lhe Synod met ard was constituted, when the minutes of last sederunt 
Pr.esen^ “ formerly, with Rev. Messrs. John Hier, D.D

Ata? VÏS'’ my' Hmry Crawford- Jobn McL«”d »d

pj‘.wüagr,« jha'.the RePorl°< Comm,t«ee on Gwpenuion with otto,
'“'•«I «■»> discussed to-morrow after™»

7he s>;„,
roendm°efnt”°Hth^Sth111 S* ll« lUh, 12th, 13theS/
amendment, .he 14th, 15th with amendment, 16th, 17th, and 18th Pm
StS 9theTo,h 9a!0PvAlat’ 2nd’ 3rd’ 4,h’ 5th>6th.7th amend• 
ed, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 18th amended, 14th omitted and the fnl
k)wmg was substituted, « The Elder appointed by Session to attend Pre-
-,f Sennfr® be entltled to have his name enrolled as a member 
of either of these Courts on presenting to the Clerk a certified extract nf
" iKGmL t£Kd f°n 16'and in pla” ”f 17 'h= K"

byt shall Visit all congregations within their bounds once 
every two years, or as often as possible, to inquire into their sniritual
suDDorted81»’ rTîî SbalLSee.thaVhe differenl schemes of the Church are 
supported, and that otherwise the congregation is discharging its obliea

Closed with prayer.
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FIFTH SEDERUNT.

Same Day and Place, 3 o'clock, PM.

gation of Lpper Settlement, East River, and Mr. Charles Robson from 

correspond. 6

1

M. present, was invited to
i the 
IcG- 
'Up-

other Presbyterian BodÏTeÏ with the Committees of Report of
held between it, ri h® Report gave an account of the interviews committee on 
gag S Atee, CL°TltteCS’ rePresenting the Free Church the co-operation. 
Chorch of Scotland, and the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, during

their
lived
ittee

Jte '
f :tk M
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MINUTES OF SYNOD.

SMteKeaiKrSSmade unsuccessfully an application to the Governors of DaUmSSn ' 
to carry out the course of education contemplate™?/^thdftter tT 

convener als. laid <m Che ttbls s»m= proposition., Xh Lt n iu.^ 
ceived, offering terms upon which different religious bodies mX.mftV? 
raising Dalhousie College to the status of a Provincial University The 
V®”1 and the diligence of the Committee nppXd 

The Synod having entered on the consideration of these Renorô, th»

hooded by the «.ding of tSZTWSS!

Moder 
legiate 
peranc 
and the 
the me 
these S' 
ing res 
sentinif 
I heir gi 
fulness 
ate Ed- 
pledge i 
uud on 
hearers, 
promoti 
Modéra 
talion, f 
to the G 
and for 
Provide 

The t

Concluded with prayer.

SIXTH SEDERUNT.

Some Place, June 26a, 10 o'clock, A.M.

xxst sb^^SS'®?? ?*• Attrus
ments for communication by a missSy vessel file ’ a * 3rran^

Report of B’rd Ti,c Report of the Board of Home 
of RomeMis- and the Secretary 
sions. present.

Missions.

The S 
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George 

Minuti 
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ties felt tl 

The M 
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It being fi 
ease were 
appeal an 
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tly much | 

Where! 
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the parties 

■ lion be pn: 
report to S 

It was n 
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the case.” 
pointment i 
appellants,

Kving strived,

T£ïfl* a1se"er,J *
^ oT^i- " - ZZÏJSZtfïZL Irour 

Concluded with prayer.

UOl

SEVENTH SEDERUNT.

Same DaiJ «nd Place, 3 o'clock, P.M. 
Ihe Synod met and was constituted. Present «t .

Read the minutes of last sederunt. sederunt -

Uni versity ed- , ®e®"med,the subject of university and theological education After 
ucatioD. brief discussion a deputation from the Svnod nftur e V After a
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minutes of synod.

c—iwa5^ATT‘Tst-l-'a:;=r^"™iS:SEFF---ÏSSfSÜ’ïïgi"-fulness mid freedom with which they have s i/" amone us> an^ at the
«'« Kwtfon, ..... . ïïïSï!1 “"'J -"I"" ^"=gi-

£fc s'S zzrzr^ry f

x£k1325 ? xx^jp£«as-"«
i ne ©ynod then adjourned, concluding with

Motioi.

The

prayer.

! EIGHTH SEDERUNT.

Same Place, 27th June, 10 o'clock. i.AL

, ... . Present as formerly, except Rev.
absent from indisposition, together with Rev

lhe Synod met and was constituted.
John Campbell, who 
George Patterson.

Æ isxxs &r t%fs*- 
:r %

sible to have an adjustment of the matters in disuute wiilmnt . ^ ,

was

'»! from 
est River.

Motioi.

report to Synod.”
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IM MINUTES OV SYNOD,
that the Committee shall consist of Rev. John Cameron, retiring Modéra* 
tor, ns chairman, Rev. J. L. Murdoch and Mr. C. Robson, from Halifax 
1 resbytery, Rev. A. L. Wyllie and Mr. Isaac Fleming, of Truro Presby-

Mr-Jamra m- 

hourof *....-

that
sane

M
hear 
to gi 
cabli 
ject

liav-

I
ties

NINTH SEDERUNT. hud
T1

beg
varii

Same Day and Place, half-past 3 o'clock, P.M.
theJReVS‘V1(Hvero,t?n(1i "! mT^ °f the Moderator> was constituted by 
the Ke\. .1. Byers, the last Moderator present. Present as formerly ex
vept the members of Committee appointed at the last sederunt, and Rev
Messrs. Roy, Watson, Bayne, Waddell, Walker, Miller, and Professor
,oms ?i° m att#in< anCe on the Committee which had retired. Mi- 
mi f s„t last sederunt were read and approved. Agreed that the
>) tones of Halifax and Truro be directed to meet and make their -id- 

jamitments for the supply of Mr. Smith’s pulpit, and to report before the 
using of Synod, the necessary expenses to be borne from the Synod fund

ï-IïfI6 risTr •“mmri ',3 "k prMi»,«ri” »«<-" ™.i

T1«
• lenn

1.
ness<

Tl
Pres- was j 

solve
2.

portii
be se

TlAppeal from 
Mr James. 1 lie Synod next took up an Appeal from Alexander James, Esq. El- 

dei, against a decision of the Session of Poplar Grove Church, bv which 
decision the Session refused to receive into membership a certified mem- 
ber °f a Congregationalist Church, while they at the .same time extended 
to the individual the privilege of religious rommunion. Read extroVts
SÏ5T ak° the aSSigned b* Wlant the

tativ<

W
Mr. 1
ternir- 
chase 
ver I\ 
fixed 
given 
date ; 
eupy 
ever i

I

TENTH SEDERUNT. NeI

’I'liSame Day and Place, half-past 7 o’clock, P M

be postponed until there shall be a larger attendance. 
ap. Agreed that Rev. A. L. Wyllie be appointed to lecture at next Synod 

Agieed that the I rofessors’ salaries be paid from the usual funds, also the

hon, m the hope of its becoming a self sustaining congregation, provided

i arran] 
juncti 
such t

1

polled.

!
Tin

Lecturer
pointed.

ligenc 
Sedgt 
mittec 
It wai 
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MINUTES OF SYNOD. 11
Modem- 
Halifax 
Presby- 
nes Mc-

that a preacher should be inclined to accept such an offer. The Synod 
sanctioned the proposal.

Members of Pictou Presbytery being now present, Mr. Waddell was Overture on 
heard in support of an Overture prepared by himself, asking the Synod disjunction 
to give directions that, certificates of disjunction should be, where practi- certificates, 
cable, addressed to some particular Church organization. After the sub
ject had been discussed Mr. Waddell withdrew the Overture.

The Committee of Synod appointed to attempt a settlement between par
ties in the Appeal case from West Hiver having entered, the chairman 
hud before the Synod the following Report :—

The Committee appointed by Synod to eonfer with the parties at issue » ,
a g eave to report that they have sueeeeded in bringing the parties at West Iliver 

variance to a mutual and amicable reconciliation.
^ T,,e dissentients proposed that the matter be adjusted on the following

lit llHV-

P.M.
case.ited by 

rly, ex- 
id Rev. 
-ofessor 
I. Mi-
! Pres- 
?ir np- 
ire the 
d fund, 
ni and

. That the Presbytery of Pietou acknowledge that they used the wit
nesses who appeared before them discourteously.

1 lie Committee, after hear.ng the parties, were of opinion that there 
wa» ground for the complaint, after which the dissentients expressed them
selves satisfied with the explanation given.

2. That satisfactory arrangements be entered into relative to their pro
portion of Church property, which, being done, they would be willin" to 
be separated from the congregation.

The following agreement 
tatives of both parties :—

1

entered into and signed by the represen-was
q., Ki- 
which 
mem- 

tended 
itracts 
st the

[copy]
We, the undersigned representatives of the congregation adhering to 

Mr. Watson, and of the dissentients, respectively agree to the following 
terms of compromise, viz., that the adherents of Mr. Watson shall pur" 
chase from the dissentients their right and title to their share of West Ri- 

Meeting House and Church property, the value of which shall be 
fixed by three persons mutually agreed u|>on ; that good security shall he 
given tor the payment of the money within eighteen months from this 
date; and that, until the payment of the money, the dissentients shall oc
cupy the house every alternate Sabbath, their occupancy ceasiii" when
ever the money is paid.

New Glasgow, 27th June, 1856.
'flic Committee beg leave to bring under the notice of Synod that these 

arrangements were entered into with the express understanding that a dis
junction be granted, and the Committee recommend to Synod to grant 
such disjunction.

*
ver

journ- 
:o Mr.

/
M.
-ravir
lisent
gre-d
sssion

J. CAMERON, Convener.
flic Report of the Committee was received and approved, and their di- Report rcceiv- 

ligence highly commended. Wliereu|ion it was moved by Rev. Mr. ed- 
Sedgewick, seconded by Rev. G. Christie, « That the Report of the Com- Motion, 
niittee be adopted as the final deliverance of the Synod in the matter.”—
It wiw moved in amendment tiy Rev. J. McG. McKay, seconded liy Rev. Amendment. 
W. McCulloch, “ That this Synod support the Report of the Committee 
so far as they have dealt with the matter contained in the Appeal.”—
" hent the vote being taken, there appeared for the motion 9, for the 
amendment 6. The members of the Pictou Presbytery and the members

ynod. 
:o the 
Sta-

oint-
sta-

'ided

/



MINUTES OF SYNOD.12

of Committee not having voted. Mr. McCulloch dissented, and gave no
tice that lie would give in his reasons in writing.

Concluded with prayer.

Sedg
Lauci

A
Chris
McL
fi«r,ELEVENTH SEDERUNT.

A
Clarl
ment

i Same Place, June 28th, 10 o'clock, A.M.

The Synod met and was constituted by the Moderator. Present as 
formerly, together with Rev. J. Campbell and Mr. Matthew McCurdy, in 
room of Mr. Samuel Archibald, Ruling Elder, from Truro, except Rev. 
James Smith, who was absent on business of Synod, and Messrs. James 
Scott and Alexander Brenton. Read and approved the minutes of last 
sederunt.

ThPicsent.
amen

Fo
Bayn 
fonl, 
and 11 Rev. James Waddell obtained leave to retire at pleasure. Rev. A. L. 

Wyllie gave notice of motion to rescind the appointment of a Lecturer for 
next year. On motion it was agreed that the Synod, at. the close of the 
present sederunt, shall adjourn till Monday at 2 v clock, P.M.

Resumed consideration of the recommendation of the Committee of Sy-

Fo
McG 
and I

De
wick,
McLt

Resumed
West River nod in reference to the disjoining of disaffected parties from West River 
business. congregation. After long discussion the following motion and successive 

amendments were laid on the table :—
So

the v<
Moved by Rev. George Christie, “ That in accordance with the recom

mendation of the Report the Synod now disjoin the appellants, and those 
who may adhere to them, from the West River congregation.”

Moved in amendment by Rev. J. L. Murdoch, “ That the Synod ap
point one of their number to preach in West River on Monday next, and, 
after notice given on the preceding Sabbath, call a meeting, lake the 
names of persons wishing a disjunction, and declare them disjoined by 
the authority of Synod.”

Rev. Robert Sedgewick moved, “That the Synod enjoin the Presbyte
ry of Pictou to disjoin the appellants and their adherents from the West 
River congregation at their next ordinary meeting.”

Rev. J. McG. McKay moved, “ That the Synod hereby adopt the re
commendation of the Committee, disjoin the dissentients, appoint one of 
its members to form them into a congregation in connection with another 
Presbytery, if they insist upon it.”

All these motions t>cing seconded, the question was taken on the last 
amendment, for or against, when their appeared—

For.—Rev. Messrs. J. Ross, McCulloch, Cameron, Muiray, Byers, 
McLeod, Fraser and McKay, and Messrs. McCurdy, Robson, Fleming 
and McLeod—12 in number

Against.—Rev. Messrs. Murdoch, Roy, Baxter, McGregor, Christie* 
Bayne, Miller, Waddell, Watson, Sedgewick, Patterson, Honeyman, 
Wyllie and McLean, and Messrs. Cameron, Forbes, Murray, Thomson, 
Lauder and Baird—20 in number.

Declined Voting.—Rev. Messrs. Keir, McGilvray, Complied, Clark, 
and Crawford, and Mr. Robert Stewart—C in number. So the amend
ment was lost.

The vote was then taken on the second amendment, which was pro. 
posed by Mr. Sedgewick, for or against, when there appeared—

For.—Rev. Messrs. Roy, Baxter, Bayne, Miller, Waddell, Watson,

It iMr Christie's 
motion. flier ii 

latter 
to wh 
being

Mi Murdoch’s.

Mo
the Pi 
into a 
eonsid 
such r 
tery o 

Wh 
majori 
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MINUTES OF SYNOD, 13
Sedgewick and McLean, and Messrs. Forbes, Murray, Thomson 
Lauder—12 in number.

Against.—Rev. Messrs. Murdoch, .1. Ross, McCulloch, McGregor,
Christie, Cameron, Patterson, Murray, Honeyman, Wyllie, Crawford.
McLeod and McKay, and Messrs. Cameron, McCurdy. Robson, McGre
gor, Fleming, McLeod and Baird—20 in number.

Declined, Voting,—Rev. Messrs. Heir, McGilvray, Campbell, Byers,
Clark and Fraser,and Mr. R. Stewart—7 in number. So that the amend
ment was negatived.

The question was then taken between Mr. Christie’s motion and the 
amendment moved by Mr. Murdoch, when there appeared__

For the Motion—Rev. Messrs. Heir, Roy, Baxter, Campbell, Christie,
Bayne, Miller, Waddell, Patterson, Honeyman, Wyllie, Byers and Craw 
ford, and Messrs. Cameron, Forbes, McCurdy, Murray, Thomson, l.audoi 
and Baird—20 in number.

.For the Amendment.—Rev. Messrs. Murdoch, .1. Ross, McCulloch 
McGregor, Cameron, McLeod, McLean and Fraser, and Messrs. Robson 
and Fleming—10 in number.

Declined Voting.—Rev. Messrs. Keir, McGilvray, Watson, Ned»e- 
wtek, Murray, Clarke and McKay, and Messrs. Stewart, McGregor and 
McLeod—10 in number.

So the motion was carried. Rev. E. Ross was not in the house when 
the vote was taken.

It was then moved by the Rev. Gr rge Patterson, “That, if after far
ther intercourse between the Pictou Presbytery and the dissentients, the 
latter should desire a connexion with another Presbytery, the Presbytery 
to which they may apply be directed to lake the regular steps for their 
being organized into a congregation.”

Moved in amendment by Rev. W. McCulloch, “That the Synod direct Decision 
t he 1 resbytery to meet and organize the apellnnts and their adherents new congre 
into a congregation, and, if after a reasonable time for intercourse and Kation 
consideration, a reconciliation be found impracticable, that they shall in 
such case be transferred, and they arc hereby transferred, to the Presby
tery of Truro, should they see fit to apply to said Presbytery.”

When there was, after discussion and the calling of the Roll, 
majority in favour of the amendment. Leave of absence 
Mr. James Crow and Mr. James Lauder.

Closed with prayer.
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TWELFTH SEDERUNT.

Same Place, June 30///, 2 o'clock, P.M.
The Synod met and was constituted. Present—Rev. Messrs. Keir, Members rue 

Murdoch, McGilvray, Smith, Roy, Baxter, J. Ross, Campbell, McCul- sunt- 
locfo McGregor, Bayne, Waddall, Cameron, Watson, Walker, Sedgewick, 
h. Ross, 1 atterson, Murray, Honeyman, Wyllie, Byers, Crawford, Mc
Leod, McLean, h raser and McKay, and Messrs. Forbes, Tapper,
Thomson, McGregor, Stewart, Murray, Fleming, Baird, McLeod Rob- 
8on, and Matthew McCurdy, Ruling Elder from Truro.

Mr. Cameron gave notice of motion on the subject of Temperance for 
the commencement of next sederunt. Rev. J. Waddell gave notice of re
consideration of the vote by which the disjoined parlies at West River
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14 MINUTES OF SYNOD.
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tcc on É 
Close

were authorized, should they desire it, of connecting themselves with 
Truro Presbytery.

Mr. Wyllie, after notice given, moved “That the appointment of a Lec
turer for next Synod be rescinded.” The motion passed. Mr. Waddell 
moved, “ That the evening usually set apart tor the Lecture be devoted 
to conference and prayer with the people among >. hom the Synod meet." 
Mr. Baxter moved in amendment, “ That the time be occupied by the 
Synod in Committee of the whole House on the state of the Church.”'— 
Mr. Cameron moved, “ That the Synod take up the next business on the 
docket,” when the Synod resolved to proceed with business. Mr. Baxter 
gave notice of reconsideration of this vote, 

of The Synod called for the Report of the Board of Home Missions, which 
was read by Rev. George Patterson, Secretary, from which it appeared 
that seven missionaries had been employed under the direction of the 
rious Presbyteries, and a large amount of missionary labour performed. 
The Report was received and the diligence of the Committee approved.

Took up the consideration of the recommendations of the Board. The 
first point was a reference to Synod on the propriety of continuing the 
grant to Yarmouth congregation. Mr. Murdoch read the decision of 
Presbytery after making inquiry on the subject, recommending the 
tinuance of the grant, as that congregation has suffered very severely 
from the death and removal of members and subscribers. After conside
ration it was unanimously agreed that the supplement he continued. The 

Charlottetown Hoard submitted a reference from the Presbytery of Prince Edward Is
land, asking aid in money and help from brethren of other Presbyteries 
to provide supply for adherents of our Church in Charlottetown and 
neighbouring stations. On motion it was agreed unanimously to express 
approval of the measure contemplated, and to promise sympathy and as
sistance in th(1 movement. The Pictou Presbytery were directed to co
operate with the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island in providing sup
ply ami in procuring pecuniary help, so soon as the latter Presbytery 
have their plans matured. The case of Annapolis congregation was then 
stated, when it was unanimously agreed that the Synod will grant for a 
series of years the sum of fifty pounds, provided that congregation will 
raise one hundred pounds for the support of the pastor. A paper from 

Claim ol Itev Hev. D. McCurdy was read,in which he complained of thirty shillings being 
D McCurdy, refused by the Board which the Halifax Presbytery considered due to him.

It was agreed that, xvhile the decision of the Board was in accordance with 
the rule of Synod, that the sum asked by the Presbytery be granted.

Board re up- The Hoard was re-appointed with their former powers. Agreed that 
pointed. the minutes be laid on the table and not read for the present year. 

Suggestions The Synod next took up the suggestions of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
of Board of . ions. The first was a recommendation to give a pecuniary acknowledge- 
for.Missions ment pf our gratitude to the London Missionary Society for the many 

services which they have rendered to our missionaries. It was unani
mously agreed that fifty pounds sterling be remitted as an expression of 
our gratitude to that Society.

The Board next inquired whether the Synod would authorize the Board
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'1'he xvhole question of Periodicals was remitted to the Boards of Home 

and Foreign Missions, when the latter Boanj was re-appointed and en
couraged to prosecute its work.
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MINtJÎES or 6YKOD, Irt
Leave of nWnce from the next sederunt was granted to the Commit* 

tee on Statistics,
Closed with prayer.
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THÎ. TEENTII SEDERUNT.

Same Day and Place, half-past 7 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod met and was constituted. Present as at last sederunt, with 
Rev. G. M. Clark, except the members ot the Committee on Statistics.
Read the minutes of last sederunt.

After notice given, it was moved by the Rev. John Cameron that the 
Synod pass the following resolutions :—

“ That, whereas Intemperance is a vice, alike condemned by God’s AVord, Hesolutions 
and destructive of man’s interests, and whereas it is the duty of the on Temper 
Church of Christ to use every means to purify the Church, and whereas 
this cannot be done without the. suppression of Intemperance,

Resolved 1 si. That hereafter no persor shall be continued in the fellow
ship of this Church, who is engaged either in the manufacture or sale of 
intoxicating liquors, except for chemical and medicinal purposes.

Resolved 2nd. That no person shall be continued in the fellowship of 
this Church, who, in his magisterial capacity or otherwise, shall vote for 
licensing to sell Alcoholic liquors, the Synod believing such conduct to be 
directly at variance with the ends of a Christian profession and destructive 
of sound morality.”

The motion being seconded, it was unanimously resolved—
“That the Synod having, at their meeting in 1 «53, declared their views Disposed of. 

on this subject as follows, ‘That, as the traffic in intoxicating drinks is one 
involving the most destructive consequences, the Synod are of opinion 
that, in these days of light, those who follow it pursue a course inconsis
tent with the solemn engagements and important ends of a Christian pro
fession, and that Sessions be directed to use diligence in bringing the 
Church to a higher state of purity in this respect,’ agree to require Ses
sions to report at next meeting the progress that they have made in car
rying out this decision, and to give their opinion on tin- propriety of em
bodying the principle of Mr. Camenn’s resolutions in a positive enact
ment.”

Agreed that the Synod enjoin all tin* ministers in charge of congrega- Sermon 
fions to preach -t sermon in favour of total abstinence on the last Sabbath 
of the year, or as i,early at that time as jiossible.

Rev. Mr. AVaddell, on the part of Pictou Presbytery, asked the Synod We9t Rive, 
to grant to the Presbytery an interview with the Synodical Committee on ease 
the Appeal from parties in AVeat River congregation respecting their re
port to Synod, with a view to the removal of misunderstandings and the 
restoration of harmony. The Synod agreed, anil the Committee were 
directed to meet with the Presbytery, all the parties having leave to at
tend.
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Leave was granted to the Prince Edward Island Presbytery to depart 
from Synod after the morning sederunt to-morrow. The Synod agreed 
to adjourn to give the Committee and Presbytery of Pictou an opportuni
ty of meeting to-night, till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Closed with prayer.
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Same Place, July Is/, 9 o'clock, A.M.
I lio Synod met and was constituted. Present as formerly.

Jtcport on The Committee appointed to eet with the Presbytery of Pietou re-
^S‘amtind' |K,VtCd, t!ll“. ",'7 ha,l done after consideration, had agreed to

amend their Report by stating, that in that part of their Report in which 
they found that there were some grounds for the charge that the witnesses 
had been treated with discourtesy, they did not mean to say that the dis
courtesy was intentional

1 he Synod agreed to allow the Committee to make said amendment, 
and accepted it.

It was then moved by Rev. W. McCulloch, seconded by Rev. Isaac 
“?"‘eS miy’ “ 1 ‘‘ah,whereas the Committee of Synod on ti.e Appeal from dis

sentients in the West River congregation did not investigate the charge 
of unsound doctrine as not remitted to them by the Synod and in which 
the apellants concurred ; and whereas those who moved the adoption of 
1,1,1 Report of the Committee did not consider that adoption as barring the 
way of Synod m the investigation of the above charge ; and whereas the 
character of Synod demands that charges so made should neither be pass
ed by ni silence nor treated as matters of light importance ; resolved that 
l he minutes of Presbytery containing the charges of unsoundness, the evi
dence thereon, together with the Presbytery’s finding, be taken into con
sideration, with the view of coming to such decision as the necessities of 
the case may demand.”

I he resolution passed ; when it was unanimously agreed, on motion of 
Rev. 1 ref essor Smith, seconded by Rev. P. (i. McGregor, “That the 
I ictou Presbytery shall have the same privilege of discussion and of vote 
as the other members of Synod, while the investigation now agreed to is 
going on. ^

Minutes read The minutes of the Presbytery were then read on the first charm* 
on Istcharge brought against Mr. Watson, and the record of the evidence in the case 

Members expressed their opinion, when it was moved by Rev. W. Mc- 
lulloch and seconded by Rev. <i. Patterson, “That the Synod find, from 
the evidence given, that the charge brought against Mr. Watson of having 
u-ed expressions, whose tendency was to produce erroneous impression^ 
was proved; that the Presbytery should have shewn, on their minutes’ 
that they had enjoined greater caution for the future, and, from the state
ments now made by Mr. Watson, agree to exonerate him.” Motion passed.

Other charges. ln reference to the other.... nils, it was, on motion of Rev. J. L. Mur
doch, unanimously agreed, “That this Synod, having heard parties fully 
in the matter, do not find that either Mr. Watson or the Pietou Presby
tery hold sentiments at variance with our Standards, and regret that the 
1 ictou Presbytery had not been so explicit in their minutes as to draw 
the line between statements made by Mr. Watson and the opinions held 
by him, and that, while it was proved that he made use of language calcu
lated to convey erroneous sentiments, it was not proved that he entertain
ed them.

The Synod proceeded to settle the place of next meting before the 
departure of the brethren of Prince Edward Island Presbytery.

Next meeting. Charlottetown, Pietou, and Truro, were in succession moved 
place for the next meeting ot Synod, when Truro was selected.

Closed with prayer.
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17MINUTES OF SYNOD.
FIFTEENTH SEDERUNT.

Same Day and Place, 3 o’clock, P.M. 
The Synod met and was constituted. Present as at last sederunt, ex

cept Rev. Messrs. Roy arid Fraser. Read and approved the minutes of 
last sederunt.

bu
siness.

Site.
agreed that the Synod proceed to 

determine the site of the Seminary. It was then moved by Rev. J. Wad
dell that the site of the Seminary he Truro. Moved by Rev. A. McGilv- 
ray that the site of the Institution be in New Glasgow. Rev. A. L.
Wyllie moved that a Committee be appointed to consider the subject and Motion for a 
report at next meeting of Synod, their report to be given in at an early committee, 
sederunt, which, being seconded, was put and lost. The. question was 
then taken between Truro and New Glasgow, when there appeared se
venteen tor each, and the Moderator decided tor Truro. It was moved 
by Mr. Waddell and seconded by Mr. Baxter that a Committee be ap- Committee to 
pointed to select a site, to make preparations for building, and to proceed select' 
as far as prudence will warrant. It was moved in amendment, “ That, 
in the present divided state of the Synod, it is dvemed inexpedient to pro
ceed at present to the erection of buildings.” When, the question being 
taken between the motion and amendment, there appeared for the motion 
16, for the amendment 11 ; so the motion passed. The selection of the 
site was remitted to the Seminary Board. The following Board was then 
appointed, the Professors ex officio, Rev. Messrs. McCulloch, Baxter, E. NcwSeminary 
Ross, Wyllie, Cameron and McKay, and Messrs. Robert Smith, David ®°^rt^aP' 
McCurdy and Isaac Fleming. p

On motion it was agreed that the same Committee be directed to consi- Remit to B’rd. 
der the propriety of the increase of the salary of Professor Ross, and re
port at the next meeting of Synod.

The Report on the Special Effort being called for, the Rev. George Report onSpc- 
Patterson reported that he had made some progress in the business, but cial Eftort. 
that for reasons stated he and Professor Ross had resolved to delay far
ther proceedings in the meantime.

The Report was received and Mr. Patterson’s conduct approved, and Effort to be
prosecuted.

The Rev. Mr. Cameron was appointed to prosecute the measure in the Delegates. 
Halifax Presbytery, Mr. McCulloch for the Truro Presbytery, Mr. Mur
ray for the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island, and the Presbytery of 
Pictou were left to make their ow n arrangements for carrying it out within 
their own bounds.
' The Synod re-appointed the Committee of Co-operation with the other Committee of 
Presbyterian Bodies, with full power to treat with the Governors of Dal- co-operation 
housie College, so as to represent to them our views fully, and at the same lcBPPomte<l1 
time to receive theirs, and to report to Synod.

Closed with prayer.
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SIXTEENTH SEDERUNT.

Same Day and Place, half-pad 7 o'clock, P.M.

The Synod met and was constituted. Present as at last sederunt, ex- frètent, 
cept Rev. Messrs. Kcir, Murdoch, Christie, Murray, Clark and Crawford,
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is minutes of synod.

^r:- Ca,;7rtin’ ^ orlM;%;irC,,n,.v* Robson, Murray, Thomson, Stew- 
‘ -P, l'fmmgl. Iia"'d- Kev. A. P. Miller was also present

Instructions to 1 he Committee ol ( o-operatimi were directed |„ co-operate with the 
committeu of movements of the Free (hureh on (’nlli-m.,,,. v i„ .• f .. 1 1

vi.'.vs„,„l intention..... IkT"................................................ " “

past year he paid from the Synod Fund.
I be Committee wen- appointed deputation to „„„ 

be Church ot Scotland during tin present week, and sit ,1,1 tin- Free 
Cl„ ieh Synod meet lielorc the next meeting of this Synod, they were 
tardier directed to meet that body, should this be practicable. * 

Received the Report of the Committee on Statistics, shewim- a full 
• tateinent ol the hnancial and general condition of the thirty-six cm-rreua- 
uons which have reported, arranged in tabular form. ‘ ° r

To he,,,11 I 1 I I<tT0it was remv,'(l’ and tlie diligence of the Committee highly au- 
ro he publish proved, ft was agreed that the Report be published along with £ fable

hat, as soon as possible alter die printingof the returns, a copy he laid on the 

mr . • "°j! s * auditing the accounts” from the second Bye-law
JUKI» iP. n.fer'l "" 77“ « h“ *■»•"«• •» *. cm«
U P-Church. , c . ' "hich Shewed the „ .ms adopted by him for bringin-the 

subject o our Foreign Missions particularly before the TlieoloSl Sm 
d-n.s and Mtssiou Board of the Chureh. the Report was reS Mr' 
Bayne s diligence approved, and the Synod were gratified to receive a 
copy of the Synod minutes ol the United Presbyterian Clmrch l»r, 
lrom Rev. D. Crawford which Mr Bayne laid on the toMe ’ '
put preJhvterial V ^omm,t,ce aPPotnted to revise the Questions to he 
1 at rresbytenal \ isitations laid on the table their Report and the re
vised questions- It was agreed that both documents l/printed „ the
tf^xfsld %te3?DS m\d°r1° Sessiwis ‘<* eonsuL and ropon 

- ° "ext bynod. The diligence of the Committee was approved.
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MINUTES OF SYNOD. 1U

i, Stew- 
present, 
lith tin' 

:ts our 
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his originality of genius, lie immigrated into this country in 1818 ; and was 
inducted into the pastoral charge of the congregation in Antigonishe in the same 
year. Under his ministry the congregation increased in number, intelligence, 
and influence ; and to his .exertions and counsel many neighboring congrega
tions arc greatly indebted for their present position. For his labors he receiv
ed very little pecuniary compensation. His services were, to a great extent, 
gratuitous. Ills preaching wa» characterized by simplicity of arrangement and 
clearness of illustration. He was a diligent student during his whole life ; and 
his store of learning was correspondingly rich and extensive. In the proceed
ings in Church Courts he always manifested deep interest, and took an active 
part. On such occasions his extensive information was laid under contribution 
for the illustration of the subject under discussion, and his addresses were lis
tened to with respectful attention. His frequent contributions to the provincial 
press, amt his occasional communications to British periodicals, attest the dili
gence and success with which he prosecuted his studies. He was the intimate 
friend of Mr Ballantine, author of “ An Examination of the Human Mind," and 
he maintained an extensive friendly and literary correspondence with eminent 
men in his native land, and in particular with some of his fellow-students.

About two years before his death he was struck with paralysis which par
tially laid him aside from active duty. He bore his trials with Christian forti
tude, and whilst reflecting on his past life he found—as every good man finds— 
much to regret ; yet, believing that he had fulfilled the work which his divine 
Master hail given him fo do, lie waited patiently the hour of release, and fre
quently expressed his willingness to obey the summons whenever it should be 
sent. On the 20th day of April 1855 he meekly resigned his spirit into the 
hands of bis Heavenly Father, and fell asleep in Jesus.
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The Committee appointed to examine the minutes of Presbytery re- Report 0f 
ported that they had attended to the dtfty, and tind the minutes accurately committee on
kept in general, and business regularly conducted. The Report of the Presbytery

minutes.Committee was received, and the diligence of the Committee approved.
The farther consideration of the Appeal from a member of the Session Subjects de- 

of Poplar Grove Church, and the decision thereon, were postponed till ferred. 
next Synod. Agreed that the farther prosecution of the Rules of Proce
dure be also postponed.

Agreed that the Synod adjourn to meet at Truro on the fourth Tues- Next meeting 
day of June, 1857, at 11 o’clock, A.M. The Roll was culled and it was 
found that no member was absent w ithout leave.

I
= to be 
îe re- 
ii the 
•eport

ter of 
living 
eorge 
1 the 
?nd a 
timo-

The minutes of the present sederunt were read, when the Synod ad
journed, after prayer, praise, and the Apostolic Benediction.

peter g. McGregor,
Synod Clerk.New Glasgow, July 1st, 185C.
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SYNOD ROLL-1856.

Elders.Ministers.
4 Rev. John Heir, D.D.

Thomas S. Crowe.
1 Angus McGilvray. 5 Duncan Cameron.

Robert S. Patterson.
3 John L. Murdoch.
1 James Smith.
1 David Roy.
John McCurdy.

1 John I. Baxter.
2 James Ross.
1 John Campbell.
1 William McCulloch.

Congregations. 
Princetown, P. E.I. 
Maitland and Noel.
Up. Settlement E. River. 
Bedcque, P. E. I. 
AVindsor and Newport. 
Upper Stewiacke. 
Jamcs’Church,N. Glasgow 
Miramichi.
Onslow.

2 Eliakiin Tuppe 
6 Kenneth Forbe

1
I James Crow. ; >

Henry Archibald.
\ 1 Samuel Archibald. 7 
| 12 Matthew McCurdy. \ 

5 Charles Robson.

St. Marys.
Truro.
Halifax.
Yarmouth.
Pictou.
Merigomish.
River John.
Nine Mile River.
Cove Head, P. E. I.
AA7est River.
Primitive Ch., N. Glasgow. 
Musquodoboit.
Upper Londonderry. 
Salem Ch., Green Hill. . 
Cavendish & New London. 
Antigonish.
Lower Londonderry.
New Annand. 
Tatamagouche.
Shelburne.
St. Peter’s, P. E. 1.
Grand River, P. E. I. 
Shubcnacadic. 
Cascumpeque, P. E. I. 
Parrsboro’.
Harvey, N. B.
Middle Stewiacke.

Note.—The numerals mark the sederunt at which the members so marked 
were first present.

1 Peter G. McGregor. 
5 George Christie.
1 James Bayne.
1 Andrew P. Miller.
2 James Waddell.
1 John Cameron. 

James Allan.
2 James Watson.
1 George Walker
4 Robert Sedgewick.
3 Ebenezer Ross.
8 George Patterson.
4 Isaac Murray.
1 David Honeyman.
2 Alex. L. AVyllie. 

Robert Blackwood.
2 James Byers.
1 George M 
4 Henry Crawford.
4 John McLeod.
1 James McLean.
4 Allan Fraser.
3 James McG. McKay. 

Samuel Johnston.

1 John Mufray.
1 Thomas Thomson. 
1 James Lauder.
1 James Scott.

2 Robert Stewart.
1 James McGregor.
2 William Archibald.
3 Isaac Fleming.
1 Ebenezer McLeod.I:

John McDonald. 
2 John Baird.

. Clark.

»2 Alexander tirenton.
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