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DOMINION

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

IN THE

FourrH S ESSION OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION
OF CANADA WHICH WAS CALLED 10O MEET, FOR THE DESPATCH
OoF BUsINEss, on WEDNESDAY, THE 15TH FEBRUARY, A. D,
1871, IN THE 34TH YEsr oF THE REIGN oF HER MAJESTY

QUEEN ViIcToRIa.

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

LORD LISGAR,

GOVERNOR GENERAL oF THE DeMiNioN or CANADA.

THE SENATE.
Utraw,, Fesrvary, 15th, 1871.

This day, at three o'clock P. M., His
Excellency the Gevernor General pro-
ceeded in state to the Chémber of the
%enate'. inthe Parliament Buildings, and
bOOk his seat upon the Throne. The mem-
ers of the Senate being aszembled, His
Xcellency wag pleased to command the

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have much satisfaction in meeting you
at this, the usual and most convenient
season of the year, and under the present
auspicious circumstances of the country.

The hope I was sanguine enough to ex. -

. attenda

::laﬂt f}ouse being present, His Excellency
: S}{{ eased to open the Fourth Session of
o ° *irst Parliament of the Dominion of

anada, with the following Speech from
the Throne :

1

nce of the House of Commons, and’

press at the close of the last Session, that
no further attempt would be made to dis-
turb our frontier was doomed to early dis.
appointment. The Session had scarcely
closed when lawless bands assembled with-
in the United States in great numbers,
and renewed the menaoe of invasion.
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They ventured to cross the border at
two points, bhut were promptly met and
repelled. So complete and humiliating
was the repulse, that the invaders lost
heart and hope, threw away quantities of
arms, and fell back to encumber the vil-
lages in their rear, with their starving and
demoralized masses.

Our Militia rallied at the first call to
arms with praiseworthy alacrity, and the
spirit which pervades the country, swelled
their numbers with volunteers from all
quarters.

The gallantry displayed and the success
achieved, have been duly recognized by
the highest Military authority, and honour-
ed, in gratifying terms of appreciation,
by Her Most Gracious Majesty. In main-
taining the militia on active duty, the Gov-
ernment incurred an outlay to a consider-
able amount beyond what was provided
by the votes of last Session. The accounts
of their entire expenditure for the defence
of the frontier will be laid before you, and
I feel confident that you will pass a Bill to
indemnify the Government.

My anticipations of success in regard to
the Act passed for the Government of
Manitoba, and the North West Territories,
and in regard to the Military Expedition,
which it was necessary to despatch, have
been fortunately realized.

The trcops surmounted the difficulties
of the long and toilsome route with en-
durance and intelligence. They encouni-
ered no armed opposition, and their ar-
rival at the Red River was cordially
welcomed by the inhabitants.

The people of the new Province have,
under the Constitution accorded to them
last year, assumed all the duties of self-
government, and every appearance war-
rants the hope that they are entering
steadily upon a career of peace and pros-
perity.

The Legislature of British Columbia has
passed an address to Her Majesty, praying
tor admission into the Union, on the térms
and conditions therein stated. All the
papers on this important subject will be
submitted, and your earnest attention is
invited to them, I hope you will think
that the terms are so fair as to justify you
in passing a similar Address, so that the
boundaries of Canada may, atan early day,
be extended from the shores of the At-
lantic Ocean on the one slde, to the shores
of the Pacitic on the other.

Should such an address be adopted, it
will be necessary for you to take steps to
secure the early exploration and survey

-of a route for an Interoceanic Railway,
with a view to its construction in accord-
ance with the terms of Union.

[SENATE]
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The acqusition of the North West Ter-
ritories throws upon the Government and
Parliament of the Domimion the duty of
promoting their early settlement by the
encouragement of immigration. This
duty can be best discharged by a liberal
land policy, and by opening up communi-
cations through our own Country to Mani-
toba. The means proposed for accomplish-
ing these purposes will be submitted for
your consideration.

Her Majesty’s Government has decided
upon referring the Fishery question, along -
with other questions pending between the
two Countries, to a Joint Commission to be
named by Her Majesty’s Government and
the Government of the United States. On
this Commission Canada will be represent-
ed. This mode of dealing with the wvari-
ous matters in controversy will, I trust,
lead to their satisfactory adjustment.
Canada urges no demand beyond those to
which she is plainly entitled by Treaty and
the law of nations. She has pushed no
claim to an extreme assertion, and only
sought to maintain the rights of hor own
people fairly and firmly, but in a friendly
and considerate spirit and with all due re-
spect to foreign powers and international
obligations. The thanks of the Country
are due to the Admiral on the Station and
those under his command, for the valuable
and eflicient aid which they rendered to
our Cruisers during the past Season in
maintaining order and protecting the in-
shore Fisheries from encroachment.

The prospect of the adoption of an In.
ternational Currency seems, in the present
state of Europe, to be so remote, that 1
recommend you to consider the propriety
of assimilating the Currency of the Domi-
nion without further delay,

The extension to Manitoba of the Militia
and other Laws of the Dominion, snd
their adaptation to the present circum.
stance\of that young Province, will re-
quire ydur attention.

The decennial Census will be taken on
the third day of April next, and it is be-
lieved thata more thorough and accurate
system has been adopted than any that
has hitherto obtained. It may be neces-
sary to amend the Act of last Session in
some particulars.

Among other measures Bills will be pre-
sented to you relating to Parliamentary
Elections, Weights and Measures,Insurance
Companies, Savings Banks, and for the
consolidation and amendment of the In.
spection Laws.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have given directions that the Public
Accounts shall be laid before you.
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You will learn with satisfaction that the
Revenue for the past year was in excess of
what was estimated, and that the prospects
for the current year are so encouraging
that, notwithstanding the extensive public
!mprovements which are contemplated,
you will probably be able to diminish the
taxation of the country.

The Estimates for the ensuing year will
e submitted to you, and I feel assured
that you will be of opinion that the sup-
plies which you will be asked to vote can

be granted without inconvenience to the
People.

Honcurable Gentlemen of the Senate ; and
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

Ilay thesg various and weighty matters
before you in full confidence that they will
engage your mature attention, and I pray
t}}at the result of your deliberations may,
with the Divine blessing, prove conducive

In all respects to the advancement and
happiness of the Country,

HIS EXCELLENCY havi i
Speaker took the o aving retired, the

Robert Lemoine, Es -y took his pl in
du; torm as Clerk :)f tl(xle, Senatets place
on. Messrs, MACFARLANE, NORTH
UP and PE in :
bers of tis geliztzere sworn in as mem-

A Bill was introduceq 7
o a
some other business transgcteg?rma’ "

n motion of Hon. Mr, cA
. . MPBELL
seconded by the Hon, Mr. MITCHELL, it
was resolved.to take into consideration the
speech of HxsExcellency on Friday next.

The Houge then adjourned,

HOUSE OF COMMONGS,
WEDNESDAY, Feb. 15,

of%t S:40 p.m, the members of the House
Cha Oglmons returned - from the Senate
the mber, and the Speaker, having taken

e chair, reaq over the followmg list of

x?embex:s who had been removed from the
ouse since lagt session :

Mr. CAL
Ceased. DWELL

Mr. CASAULT (Bellech i
udge of the Supe(rior Cou?i.s ©» appointed

MI‘. B. cHA e .
Pointeq Queenggﬁgélf (Missisquoi), ap-

Mr, " .
mast erfgfj g‘lle%%iebec E.), appointed Post.

Hon, Mr gpp ws
3 * RZK K N .
acinthe), deceageq, OWSKI ¢St. Hy

(Restigouche), de-
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Mr. McCARTHY (Richelien), deceased.

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD (Colchester) ap-
pointed Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba.

Mr. CHIPMAN (Xings, N. ), deceased.
NEW MEMBERS.

The following new members were intro-
duced :

Mr. MOFFATT (Restigouche), introdu-’
ced by Hon. Mr. Tilley and Dr. Fortin.

Mr. TOURANGEAU (Quebec, E.), intro-
duced by Hon. Mr. Langevin and Mr.
Simard.

Mr. DELORME (St. Hyacinthe), intro-
duced by Hon. Mr. Holton and Mr.
Geoffrion.

Mr. CHIPMAN (Kings, N, 8), introduced
by Dr. FORBES and Mr. ROSS.

Mr. BARTHE (Richelieu), introduced by
Mr. BEAUBIEN and Dr. FORTIN.

Hon. C. TUPPER (Cumberland), intro-
duced by Hon. Mr. HOWE and Sir JORN
A. MACDONALD. The Hon. member
took his seat next to Hon. Mr. DUNKIN,
and behind Hon. Mr. TILLEY, amid
applause.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

The SPEAKER presented a copy of His
Excellenpy’s speech to the House.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved
that it be taken into consideration to-mor-
row—~Carried.

The usual formal motions respecting the
printing of the votes and proceedings, the
appointing of the select committees, &c.,
were read and carried.

THE FISHERIES.

On the motion for adjournment,

Mr. MACKENZIE asked if it was the
intention of the Government to bring
down any correspondence regarding the
fisheries before the discussion on the ad-
dress of His Excellency to-morrow. It
was  desirable on so  important
a matter, if there was any correspond-
ence relative to the appointment
of the present Commission that the
House should have it before them. As it
was quite impossible for them to avoid
discussing it during the debate to-morrow.
It was a matter of far too much lmportance
to this country, looking at it-simply as one
respecting our national rights, that the
House should pass dumbly over this por-
tion of His Excellency’s speech without
discussing, to some extent, at least, the

! questions that everyone could see were in.
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voived in it. The Commission, for anything
they might know to the contrary, might
adopt some course that this Parliament
might not think consistent with the na.
tional interests m this Dominion ; and it
was desirable that, at the earliest possible
moment some expression of the opinion of
public men in the country should be had
onit. He took it for granted that the
correspondence would be brought down.

Hon. 8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
it was not the intention of the Government
to bring down any correspondence or any
papers of any kind before the answer to
the address was carried. It
was an unusual course  and
an exceedingly inconvenient one that the
hon. member proposed. Care would be
taken that the address to be moved should
not commit any member of this House to
the approval of the policy of the Govern-
ment on that or any other question. The
Government would, so soon as the House
should address itself to business, bring
down such portion of the correspondence
relating to the fisheries as could be so
produced without injury to the public in-
terests, His hon. friend must
know that it was a  subject,
under the present circumstances, to be
very carefully handled, anl he had no
doubt that on a matter of so great import-
ance the Government would receive every
consideration at the hands of the honour-
able members opposite. They would, as
they had done on other similar occasions,
aid the Government, and avoid any course
which might by any possibility prejudice
the interests of the country, so soon as
the address was answered, the papers
asked for would be brought down.

Mr. MACKENZIE was aware that the
general usage was as stated by his hon.
friend, but there had been exceptions to
it, and on very important questions like
this, a departure from the custom might
be admitted. He thought it unnecessary for
the Hon. Premier to call on his su?perters
to aid him,

Hon. Bir JOON A. MACDONALD ap-
pealed to his hon. friend opposite, and not
to his supporters. He said that on a matter
of national interest we might expect a
favorable consideration from the hoa
members opposite.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he must have
misunderstood his honourable friend, and
he would not make the remarks that he
had intended. The Government could
always count on the patriotic assistance of
the Opposition on matters ot such im.

. portance.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that the returns
on this question brought down last year,

Mr. Mackenzie.

[COMMONS,]
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were very short and he would Le glad that
his hon. friend would see that the returns
this year were more complete—as much
so as was comforpatible with the public
interests.

The House then adjourned at 4.05

THE SENATE.
Tuurspay, February 16th, 1871,
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock,
THYE DECEASED SENATORS.,

After the usual routine proceedings,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said : It is only
roper that I shoulddraw attention to the
osses that the House has sustained since
we last met in this Chamber. Some ot
these losses have occurred in consequence
of the retirement of gentlemen from the
body, but others, I regret to say, from a
more solemn cause. Since the close of the
last session, we have lost Mr. Crawford,
Mr. Ross and Mr. Anderson. As respects
the latter, I cannot say as much as I can
with reference to the other gentlemen,
for I have only known him since 1867 ; but
Iam quite sure there are members belong-
ing to Nova Scotia, who will bear full testi-
mony to his worth and kindly qualities,
which were so evident to all with whom
he came into contact.

Asrespects my old and firm friends, Mr.
Crawford and Mr. Ross, 1 wish I could say
all that Idesire with reference to the warmy
feelings of attachment that 1 entertain for
both of them. Mr. Crawford has
been gathered to his fathers, after a
long life and wuseful career in this
country. In his case death was not un-
expected; he died full of years and
honours, surrounded by everything calcu-
lated to soothe his parting hours. He had
been in political life for many years, and
a more true, loyal 8dherent to his political
Erinclples I had never the honour of

nowing. Those who may have known
him for over twenty years will bear ample
testimony to his earnest and loyal spirit
of friendship-—to his adherence to his per.
sonal and political friends on every oceca-
sion. His last appearance in this House,
I well remember, for it was in answer to an
earnest request that he should come here
and assist us with his support ata moment
when we very much desired 1t. He came
at a time when his health was enfeebled,
but I am much relieved from the respon-
sibility of having asked him to come hero
at that time, when I know that it had no
injurious effect upon him, and that he was
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.much gratified in being able to discharge
his duty to his political friends., I am
quite sure that all the gentlemen who
_Were acquainted with him will join me in
jthe statement that it was impossible to
ve known a firmer adherent to political
‘principles than was the late Mr. Crawford.
0 private iife, he was a kind friend
under all circumstances—genial, straight-
forward and sincere.- ’

To my kind friend, M. Ross, I was at-
-tached by still closer iies, which were first
formed in early youth, and have lasted to
the hour of his death. His part in the
Political affairs of Canada has not been in-
: stgmhcant, for he entered into public life
:0 %ﬁ early. age. He was summoned
L e Legislative Council of the late
-Tovince of Canada in 1848,—then
;n the thirty.first year of his age—
Sgl' .Some years later was appomted
0 icitor General in the Baldwin-Ia-
}:mtame Administration, Subsequently
Ce was Attorney General for Upper
( !;;la_-da, and  Speaker of the Leg-
Goverament o iho tay, s Lo
0t of the day, and accepted the

-glflﬁc% of Receiver General, and sléill later
'un?t' residency of the Executive Council,
of Amg With it the duties of Minister
for ogm;ulltl_xre and Statistics, His aptness
ronds cial lifo was well illustrated by the
o thness with which he adapted himself
o © duties of the various offices he filled.
o 0se who have only known him since the
Hon cannot appreciate his strong deter-
7m11;&t19n and his political experience and
wi(:; b ggs well as others who were acquainted
e im for a longer term of years. Few
con tyvert_e better able to instruct us in
Liks it{utlonal principles than he was.
n e Mr. ‘Crawfo‘rd he was unswerving in
8 golltlcal alliances, and always anxious
whil, t"0 good for 'his country, but
he St unwavering in his opinions,
— could make allowance for those
hies Conscientiously  differed from
1 enét,hlt 18 needless I should detail at
P the many services he performed for
‘careeruntry in the course of his political
the se-mWell do I remember his part in
agitatod ement of a question which long
Roco this country, namely, the Clergy
exer;'.ves. . 1t was owing very much to his
det lons jn England——particularly to his
Oermmatxon of character and his
...u':;:gh comprehension of the question
Ny the bill was passed through™ Parlia-
_-ient, which enabled us to deal with that
question. .On that oocasion, he had many
ze:i;‘ul‘ Influences to dontend against.
orcisin high position in Ontario were ex:
he 08 their influence in England—in
he nevu!e of Lords ‘and in the Commons;
~obieot ertheless succeeded in achieving his
Ject.  We also know the great interest
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he took in the Grand Trunk Railway, and
the ability and perseverance with which he
managed its atlairs when connected with
the management of that important work in
its inception. But these are mere
items in the long list of his useful public
services. I would fain say more, but as I
speak, my feelings overpower me, and I
must ask the House to excuse me from
adding more at present.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D Sr. JUST.—
I will add very little to what has been said
by the Hon. Postmaster General. I feel
that he sincerely regrets the lossof Mr.
Ross and Mr. Crawford. Although I
cannot go as far as the hon. mem-
ber in speaking of their political
services, yot I know that they were both
just and honest in purpose, and for this
reason I entertain a high respect for their
memories. [ have known Mr. Ross for a
long period of time ; I have been an in.
timate friend of his; I have also known Mr.
Crawford, and both of them were emin-
ently generous in their public and private
relations. We have always had that re-
spect for each other which gentlemen of
this house should feel. With the Post-
master General 1 deplore their loss, and
pay this tribute of respect to their mem-
ories. I would say more, but I am speak-
ing ina language not as familiar as the
one in which I generally speak; but what
I am now saying concerning the loss of
these gentlemen is the sincere expres-
sion of my regrets. As respects Mr. And.
erson, I cannot help feeling that his sud-
den decease must have been materially
hastened by the sad loss of his son last win-
ter in the ill-fated ¢City of Boston.” I will
not say more, but will simply add that we
should not fail to keep sacred the
memories of the men who have left us.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—As reference has
been made to a deceased Nova Scotian
Senator, it would be certainly unbecoming
in me and contrary to my feelings were 1

Senators.

to remain silent on this occasion.
As respects Mr. Anderson, [ may
claim not only to  have had his

personal friendship but to have been
politically connected with him, since we
were both members of the Legislative
Council of Nova Scotia. It is true for the
greater part of that time we were not
politically allied, but I am on that account
a still more impartial witness of his
straightforward mtegrity of character.
With regard to his deportmentin this body
{ou are ag well able as myself to judge.

can speak of him, during the time of my
acquaintance with him, as a man of integ-
rity, and of strong adherence to principle.
As a legislator he brought to the councils
of his country a very great amount of
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commercial knowledge, and on that ac-
count especially, we have suffered a losg
which we cannot easily replace. With
respect to Mr. Ross, my acquaintance
dates so long back as some thirteen
years ago—at the time when we were co-
delegates to the Colonial Office, and then
I formed an opinion of that honourable
gentleman, which I never since changed.
It would be a waste of words to add any-
thing to what the Postmaster General has
said. On public grounds we have sustained

a great loss, for Mr. Ross brought
to the conmsideration of public
business an admirable tact and

a wonderful fund of knowledge of public
matters and of constitutional law. We,
who have been endeavouring to mould our
institutions into form, know full well how
useful are the services of such a man as
the one whose loss we mnow deplore. I
must also pay my tribute of respect to the
straightforward demeanour of Mr.Crawford.
It is only necessary to mention his name
here, to evoke a universal testimony to his
worth. On these grounds, I must add this
feeble tribute to the memories of the gen-
tlemen who have left us, and if it be in ac-
cordance with the practice of the House,
I would like to see a resolution passed
unanimously to adjourn the Senate for a
few hours in recognition of the loss we
have sustained.

On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL,
seconded by Hon. Mr. DICKEY, it was
then resolved that the House do adjourn
out of respect to the gentlemen whose
decease they all so deeply deplored.

The House then adjourned.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Trurspay, Feb. 16.

The SPEAKER took the
3:15 p.m.

Mr. McGILL presented the first report
of the Hochelaga Election Committee.

chair at

THE MANITOBA REPRESEN TATIVES.

Mr. MACKENZIE asked for- information
regarding the representation from the
Province of Manitoba. By the Act of last
session four members were to be elected
as representatives of that Province to
seats in the House. No Information had'
been received concerning the issue of
the writs for those elections, or
whether the elections had taken
-place,  or whether that  Pro-
vince was to remain unrepresented
during the present session. It had been

Hon. Mr. Dickey.
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| members returned to this House.
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agreed that the Bill as passed in that re-
lation was -wholly unconstitutional, and
opposed to the Federal system, under
which we politically exist, and if he recol-
lected aright, the Hon. Premier admitted
last session that it might be necessary to
apply to the Imperial Parliament to ex- .
ecute the provisions of that Bill—in other
words to give them legal force as the law
of the land. He (Mr. MacKenzie) thought
the House was entitled to know what steps
had been taken as regarded this matter,
for it was generally admitted by gentle.
men well informed on the subject, that
the House had exceeded its powers.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite
recognised ' the right of the honourable
gentleman to ask the question, and he
would try to answer it, although it might
have been more satisfactory to have waited-
the submission of the papers on the sub-
ject. Perhaps the papers would have an-
swered the question themselves. The
first duty imposed upon the Lieutenant
Governor of the new Province of Manitoba
was the completion of a census of the
people with all convenient speed. That
census was undertaken and finished in

a manner which the papers would
show was satisfactory and above-
all suspicion of error. The moment

the census was taken, the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor reported to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General the result of the census
and the divisions into which, for electoral
purposes, the New Province had been.
made. On the receipt of that despatch,
without further delay, writs had been issu.
ed and sent up to Manitoba, and the Gov-
ernment expected to hear every moment

. the result of those elections, quoad the-

As
regards the question of the legality of the
seats of those gentlemen, or ot the
representative system provided in the
Manitoba Act of last sessior, the quastion
was, he thought, first raised by the hon.
member for Halton. In his (Sir John A.
Macdonald’s) reply to that question, he
stated there was in his opinion a doubt as
to the appointments to the Senate, and
perhaps as to some other clauses of the
Bill, and that they would be carefully con-
sidered; and that if it was thought on
maturer consideration there was any doubt
as to the constitutionality of those provis.
lons, steps would be taken to secure their
‘ constitutionalization,” if he could use
such & word, by an Act of the Imperial
Parliament. "On his return to Ottawa, after-
an absence of some months, he examined
the case carefully, and made a report upon
it, which was made the basis of an orderin
Council, which was transmitted by His Ex-
cellency to the Secretary of State in Eng--
land. They had received in return the:
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draft of a Bill for the purpose of confirm-

Ing that Act and all the proceedings under
»lft,_t and also making all provision for the
bu ure, with which he would not now trou.
e the House. Ag regarded the other
Provisions, they might be dealt with so as
20 settle once for all the affairs of the

Tovince. He trusted the settlement or
arrangements effected could be transmitted
‘%0 England by the next mail, with the

object “of submiss; ;
Tt ubmission to the Imperial Par-

Mr, MACKENZIE asked if j
. ) t was the
intention of the Government, no;, toa;omi-
lllgt}te the Senators for Manitoba till this
ill passed the Imperial Parliament,

Hon. Sir JOEN A. MACDONALD said his

on. friend oughg i i
. question. ght to give mnotice of that

Mr. MACKENZIE tho
ught not. The
%eople Were represented in the other
0use as well as in this, Had the Gov-

-:glx‘lsn?xent appoiuted the Manitoba Sena.

i Hon. sir jonN A. MACDONALD said
‘1 was  the Intention of the Govern-
gent that “Manitoba,  should = be
. ofpr&smted‘ in both branches
o e Legislature during the present
iession. It would be ap anomaly to have

ed in one House and

- Perhaps by g th
;he hon. gentlemen opposit}; itngsfghvglbe
Tranged, so that withoyt raisin

. . an u )
t}:'x;s oé‘f (i)[nst_ltumonality the xg'eprgsgntez
talen o0 anitoba might be allowed to

)

from Eng-

Mr. MACKENZIE id
‘atter for considemtig?xl. that would be a

NEW MEMBERS.

. Co&i FOURNIER, the member for the

and Ooynd(l)lf tB(fltle(illmsse, was introduced
cled to his seat by Mr. Geofirio

and the Hon, My, Dorion ; and "

Mr. G
~memberE?¢;rT' BAKER, the newly elect

Missi; i i
b 8quoi, was introduced
*Cl{rtli];- Hon. Mr. Dunkin’ and Sir Geo. E.

QUESTION REFERRING TO FISHERIES.
Hon. §jr o, .

) ,giv A : k He had
que:izﬁecrlzlfoonmdemtmn to the American

.8 erred to in His Excellency’s
tﬁ::"&}nd .hﬁlf%mg the opinion he did {n
for som"ect’ 16 might be his duty to move
ing it. S roXPression of the House concern.

The time Was 50 short between the
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present moment, and that when the Com-
mission would sit, that if any expression
of the opinion of this House could have
effect upon the action of the Com-
mission, he thought it was necessary that
it should be given at an early day. He
did not see how it could be done at any

to Fisheries.

other time than during  the
debate on the Address. 1t
was quite true that there

would be an embarrassment felt in the
absence of the correspondence asked for
yesterday by the hon. member opposite,
but he trusted that that embarras.
ment would be greatly releived by the
explanations which, be had no doubt, the
hon. gentlemen in the Government
would make. . He might say with regard to
one branch of that correspondence, he
thought the Government were in a posi.
tion to give it to the House before going
on with the debates. He referred to that
which had taken place before last year. On
the 9th of March last year, copies of corres-
pondence relating to the protection of the
tisheries was asked for.” On the 9th of
May, he found, on the reference to

the = journals of the House, the
hon. minister of militia had brought
down a short despatch from Earl

Granville to the effect that a portion of
the fleet in the North American waters
would be detailed for the purpose of pro-
tecting the fisheries. The despatch was
very short—only some four lines. The
House was told that there was other cor-
respondence which would be brought
down without delay. It was not laid be-
fore the House, however, and had not ap-
peared during the recess. Now, he
thought if that correspondence were laid
before the House it would put them in
possession of the facts, at any rate up to
the period previous to the recent apparent
change of policy on the part of the Imperial
Government on this question. He hoped
the Government would see that the House
was placed in possession of the corres-
pondence, believing, as he did, that it
was his duty to call attention more par-
ticularly to the circumstances attending
the appointment of the Joint Commission
which had been announced. The ques-
tion involved in the debate was of such
gravity, and was related so closely to the
most important interests of this country,
that he thought it would be very improper,
he might say, to permit almost the only
chance the House would have to express
their opinion on the subject to pass with-
out giving full consideration to it. He
thought that there was no particular
object 1n detaining the House at this
moment,

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said with
regard to the copies of the Address, they
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would be laid before the House in a very
short time. He would repeat to his hon.
friend from Sherbrooke what he had said
yesterday, that the reply would be so
framed that this House would not be asked
to commit themselves to the policy of the
Government. Of course they were in the
hands of the House with respect to going
on with the debate to-day or having it
postponed. The discussion on the Ad-
dress had now become merely formal in
England, and an amendment was never
moved except in the way ofavote of want of
confidence. In fact, no matter what in-
formation the House might obtam by
papers being laid on the table, they and
the country at large would receive from
the discussion expressions altogether un-
satisfactory. While the Government were
thankful to the hon. member for Sher-
brooke for his kind notice as to his inten-
tions with respect to this matter, it was a
question whether his motion would not
receive more justice at the hands of the
House and at his own hands if it were a
substantial motion on the Orders of the
Day. Those papers that the Government
could with any propriety, and without de-
cided injury to the public interests, furnish,
would be laid on the table without de-
lay, and then, of course, his hon. friend

could have every opportunity to discuss |

the matter. If the House wished to post-
pone the debate till to-morrow the Govern-
ment would do so.

Mr. MACKENZIE quite concurred in the
desire expressed by the honourable mem-
ber for Sherbrooke respecting the corre-
spondence relative to the fisheries. He
(Mr. Mackenzie) asked for it yesterday,
believing that in a matter of such grave
importance to our national existence, it
was exceedingly desirous, almost neces-
sary he might say, that the House should
discuss the debate on the speech of His
Excellency. The Government refused his
request, though why he did not see, for
the honourable Premier intimated his in-
tention to bring it down after the debate on
the address. If anything should consti-
tute an exception, this case should. With
regard to the general question of proceed-
ing with the debate, he would say that
unless the correspondence asked for were
brought down there was no necessity for
delay.

Hon, Mr. HOLTON believed that this
1House should follow as closely as possible
the practice of the Imperial
Commons. In that body the debate on
the Queen’s speech lately took place on
the same day that it was delivered. Ifhe
" were disposed to find any fault with the
Government 1t would be because they did
not prooeed with the debate on His Ex-

Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald.
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cellency’s address yesterday. Seeing that
the Hon. Minister of Justice refused to
bring down the papers in advance of the
discussion, there could be no good reason
why the discussion should not proceed at
once, (applause).

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that if he was
to understand the Premier would afford
him an opportunity after the papers were
brought down, of obtaining the opinion of
this House on the points he desired to
bring before it, he would not stand in the
way of the address.

Hon, Sir JOHN A, MACDUNALD—Cer-
tainly.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT reminded the hon.
gentlemen there was always a difficulty in
making a substantive motion, sometimes
it was got rid of by moving the previous
question. He did not intend his motion
should be so disposed of. He was per-
fectly prepared to let the matter stand
over ; but there were considerations higher
than mere parliamentary convenience, and
among them was the obtainment of the
opinion of this House in reference to the
important matters to be dealt with by the
approaching International Commission.
The Hon. Premier was soon to leave for
Washington. No discussion of the fishery
or other questions, to come before the
Commussion, would be of the slightest ad-
vantage if it were to follow the departure
of the leader of the Government. He
thought it was their bounden duty to
strengthen the handsof their representa.
tive on that Commission by every means in
their power. He proposed to do so by a
resoluttion. If the Government promised
him an early opportunity of doing so-—say
Monday or fuesday, he would not stand
in the way of the immediate passage of
the address.

Hon. Sir JOAN A, MACDONALD pro-
mised the early opportunity solicited
He quite recognised the importance of
these subjects, and the propriety of the
discussion before he left for Washington.

THE DEBATE ON THE ADDRESS.

Mr, LACERTE rose to propose the ad-
dressin reply to His Excellency’s Speech
from the Throne. Taking up the various
paragraphs, he spoke briefly and happily
on each, as usual, expressing concurrence
in the different views therein set forth,
and complimenting the Government on iws
administrative policy. He referred par-
ticularly to the Fenian enterprise of last

| spring, and the wise and vigorous efforts

put forth for its overthrow. He hoped the
House would fully sustain the Administra-
tion in this matter by voting the addition-
al expenditure it was compelled to incur.
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He was glad at the prospect of the settle-
ment of the fishery dispute, and believed
- grerything would be domne to protect
Canada’s interests, Fortunately the Red
River trouble wag ended, thanks to the
Judicious anq conciliatory action of the
Govemment, and to the exertions and
bmveyy of the Volunteers. The Dominion
was in a Prosperous condition, largely
OWing to the wisdom of Ministers, who de-
served the confidence of Farliament and
the people, (Cheers.) He had much plea-
Sure in moving the Address,

M_r. KIRRPATRICK Tose to secoad the
motion, i

States suddenly assemb-
led on oy frontier to pillage and ravage

our land. To aqq to the infamy and of.
fensivenesg of this ou

ay. The hostile movement was, thanks
to the bravery and loyalty of our volun.
teers and the troops of the Queen, hurled

if not de jure in power. The
mprovements already witnessed in Mani.
the judiciousness of the
made to Suppress  disorder
rebellion, and set
of ' Canada.

Securing thoge happy results, deserved
{;he thanks of the country. When dis.
anded he beljeyeq they were entitled to
sg;:‘ﬁts of land in Manitoba. No better
then r® could be Lchosen, and in justice to
everyﬁ]?ld In the interests of the Province,
in the l\mg should be done to retain them
od 84 Yorth West.. (Cheers.) The Propos-
COuVe!xI'uIsslmn of British Columbia and Van
us al] sland wag 5 subject of satisfaction
tion oy Thc_s great scheme of Confedera.
ote as bemg_ rapidly ¢onsummated,
reson, 8reat territories, 50 rich in natural
- Ca M"?ﬂx Would be a great aequisition to
t?)nl(xin itzve:gthing li)owi)ible should

. © them toher by a Pacific
Railipgy, grants of lang, and, ity possible,

IP:"uni&ry oontributions, should be mady
douby th:ch enterprises, Thers is little
achieveq. t in thig way they could. be
the deya] Emigrants wero necessary to
the Pag lﬁgpmeny of the great resotirces of
‘municatio, 10Nies, and good, rapid com.

. 10n8 werg indispensible to the at.
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traction of immigration.
Ject of the Speech was the Fisheries, and
it was but truth to say that the action of
the Canadian Government in regard to
them had met with the approbation of the
whole country. The reference of Gen.
Grant to the action of Canada exhibited
both ignorance and prejudice. The Do-
Ininion had but acted within its right, and
it was certain that action was justified by
the approval of the Government of England
also. However, a Joint Commission had
been appointed to consider the Fishery
question and that relating to events con-
nected with the last war, and from it he
thought Canada had nothing to fear. He
hoped, however, that the injury done to
Canada by repeated Fenian raids would
form one of the subjects discussed, and
that indemnmity for our losses thereby
would be as rigorously required as
was indemnity for the losses from the
‘“ Alabama.” " The improvement of our
coinage system and ether proposals of the
speech would be cordially received. The
interests of the country demanded such
ameliorations. The general administration
of the affairs of the Dominion had been
beneficial, as its progress and prosperity
amply testified (cheers.) He could but
concur in the closing aspiration of the
Speech from the Throne, upon which the
future happiness and advancement of
Canada would largely depend (cheers).

. Mr. MACKENZIE said that it was
Important in opening the grand mnquest of
the nation, that they should review the
administration of affairsand foreign events,
while abstaining from unusual criticism.
Stupendous events had taken place since
the last session, including those of gigan-
tic and disastrous war. It was but right
he should express his sympathy with the
sacrifices and sufferings of that great
nation, being the friend and ally of Eng-
land, He did hope that France would not
suffer much either in feeling or interest in
the forthcoming treaty of peace(hear, hear).
Coming to the position of Canada, it was
but right her relations towards the United
States should receive attention, President
Grant spoken of it as s semi.inde.
pendent position, and there was truth in
this view of it. Doubtless it was on this
account that we had been continually and
systematically subjected to offensive re-
marks and ill judged acts of administration
from the people of the United States,
The inhabitants of this country had reason
for complaint on this head, but were not
willing "to submit to ill will or aversion
with the object of forcing them from their
present constitutional position, That
policy he for one repudiated 1n the strong.
est possible terms, and he announced his
strongest opposition | to yielding any of

18

The next sub-
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our rights to an arrogan{ demand from
them, (hear, hear). If we were to main-
tain an independent position on this con.
tinent we must cultivate that natural love
of liberty which prevailed in our midst,
and maintain our natural rights intact.
I8 was for this reason he desired to have
the correspondence relating to this ques-
tion brought down. He desired to know
whether an attempt had been made by the
Imperial Government to force negotiations
upon us, with an object naturally hostile to
our rights. The honourable member who
seconded the address expressed a hope
that the matter of the Fenian mevement
would be brought down before the Joint
Commission. If it were to be discussed by
them, he saw no indication of it. He had
read all the information he could find re-
lating to it, and no mention of our claims
appeared in it. 1f it were so, the British
Minister at Washington was much to
blame. Nothing could be more arrogant
and ridiculous than the claims put
forward by the President of the United
States to the free navigation of the St.
Lawrence. The instances referred to by
the President were all cases which were
settled by treaty. He (Mr. Mackenazie)
was disposed to giving all facilities to the
commerce of our neighbors but he was
not disposed to concede to them as a
right what was manifestly an unjust claim.
With regard to the fishery question, he be-
lieved that it was an unwise concession to
give up for a moment our claim to the
headland boundary line. He was not able
to congratulate the House on the condition
of affairs in Manitoba, If he were asked
to congratulate them that the men who
had rebelled against the Government of
Canada were the very ones who had re-
ceived offices and held power, that loyal
men had been rigorously excluded from
places of trust, and that the murderers of
poor Scott were still at large, he migh
congratulate the House. He was not mn
favour of punishing the poor dupes of a
few designing men, but he believed that
the men who had been guilty of stirring
up rebellion and executing an innocent

man should not be allowed to go
free of  punishment. He would
simply recall the past to say

that these men should receive the punish-
ment they deserved, and to say that the
men who had been loyal to Canada
should not be excluded from places of
honor and trust. He would now refer to
the recent additions which had jeen made
to the Cabinet: The hon. member for
Cumberland hsd gone before his constitu-
ents and made some remarkable state-

" ments to them. . He (Mr. Mackenzie) held
in his hand a copy of the speech referred

» to, and he would just read a portion of 1t

Mr. Mackenzie. \
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to the House. It would he noticed that
the hon. gentleman with characteristic
modesty had spoken of his own
great services to the government, and
to the country at large. [Here Mr. Mac-
kenzie read an extract from the speech,
commenting on it humorously amid the-
laughter of the House.] The hon. member
for Cumberland had boasted that he had
secured an increase of his following. That
he brought with him fifteen members to-
the support of the Government. He con-
gratulated the hon. member on his in- -
creasing influence. He was pleased also
to notice the friendship which had grown.
up between his hon. friend and the hon,
member for Hants. Times had changed
since the two hon. members were opposed
to each other. He (Mr. Mackenzie) made
these statements in order that the speech.
of the hon. member from Cumberland
should receive the publicity it deserved.
The Ministerial journals seemed to have-
slighted the honourable member 1n this
matter. None of them published it. It.
was true the Ottawa TiMEs in a short para-
graph had remarked that it was too im-
portant to be passed over without notice.
The speech, it was evident was never m
tended to circulate outside of Cumber-
land. After referring to the course which
the Gevernment pursued towards the hon,
member for North Lanark, Mr. Mackenzie
spoke at some length on the subject of
the Intercolonial Railway, and the causes.
which led to the ultimate choice of the
Northern route. The honourable member
for North Ianark had given a very full
explanation in his pamphlet, recently
published, of this matter. (Here Mr. Mac-
kenzie read an extract from the pamphlet

referring to it). While he ~(Mr.
Mackenzie) looked with regret at
the great  loss to the country

caused by the choice of the Northern
Route, he was not sure that the Dominion
had not derived some gain since certain.
members of the Gevernment had been
induced to acquiesce in the acquisition of
the North.-West Territory. He spoke at
some length of the Fenian raid of last
spring. He could not believe that the
United States Government had exercis-
ed all their influence to prevent that raid.
During last year, in Utah the Mormons
organized a militia force and commenced
to drill them openly. They were at once
put down by the State authorities. Now,
he contended that the municipal authori-
ties on the frontier, if they had been dis-
posed to deal with Canada in a friendly
spirit, might have treated the Feniansin a
similar manner. If they possessed the
power in the one case, they certainly did
in the other. The Government at Wash-
ington had certainly acted in the most.
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prompt and friendly mwnner as soon as |
representations were made to them by the
C“n‘i'glan authorities. In conclusion he ‘
:;ou; 52y that every member should re. |
&N7Z6 constituted authority and, n every- |
con gt Phat related to the wellfare of the i
ea.rn 'Y, the Government should have the |
s nest and cordial support of the Opposi- |
. 0. Onthe other hand, he should loose i
10 oPportunity, as he was bound to do in |
1S position in’ the House, to point out !
© 8rievous results of the legislation of the
Present administration on the interests of |

the country (cheers), | b

Hon. $ir JOAN ™ A MACDONALD said |
by te t‘gt:élmembe.r for Lambton in his anx. |
.Iea{i Lup his half-hours speech, as

er of the Opposstion found it necessary
‘membe ufp the election speech of the hon
Tt ir or Cumberland and eriticize it
in his o, 8entleman had had anything
bring 0d that he thought he could
Woulgd lt;ut; agamst the Government he

° ave dong 80 ; but the hon. gen.
an&n:ﬁhwas 2s mild as he possibly eould be,
the Goot8h the administrative policy of
altnororernment was o disastrous, and

:(l)lgh 1t was the duaty of the hon. mem.

o px};otest Agalnst that djsastrous pol-
o glecbt ¢ had not condescehded to notice
ingterss sthe condemned, but he told them
ere had been aseries of ex-

tatements made by the hon.
Cumberland, and that to

these statements, T e Go
s Y . vernment con
f;‘izl‘:% this and he (Sir John A.) accepted
favor fe JUdg}Ixent of his hon. friend in
couldo the Government, (laughter). He
Oppo ptot 8 a consistent member of the
egosidmn apbprove of their course, and
silent}l 10t condemn them, and so was |
bes aJd(!‘e:newed laughter). ‘The hon. mem.
season eted that the House had met in o
circuu of prosperity, and under prosperous
tlemall;stances. It was true, the hon. gen-
it wae ol'e_marked that it wasso, but then,
th emsel‘:mg to the exertions of the people
to the a.desz andin no degree attributable
He (Sir nghlﬁlstratlon of the Government.
%, ‘and g ‘A.) would admit that it was
the Mselyes o 20VorNment congratulated
them w}:’_?s that Providence smiled on
they Iy 1le they were in power, and that
plo’s o 8 comfortable majority of the peo.
With Dresentatives with them. Heagreed
eel sy me at‘;)}f' member that we all should
land 3y y for the ancient ally of Eng.
agree wit ﬁr troubles; but he could not
the gy the hon. member that this was
er greatest humiliation. There
hey f:ttlme In the history of France
would ﬁse‘regre appeared brighter, She
“her old bl AL by her great trial to
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powers of Europe, if she ever ceased to
occupy that position; and he had no
doubt that England and France would
again and again act in concert as the fore.
most nations of modern civilization. (Hear,
hear). With reference to the remarks of
the hon. member respecting the fishery
question, he would inform him that the
Government were fully aware of their re-
sponsibility, and they were pleased to ob-
serve that their course in recent events
had met with general approval through-
out the country ; and he would tell the
on. member that he need be under no
apprehension, although he had expressed
it, that England, our old Mother Land,

| would ever act the part the hon. member
| apprehended—ta sacrifice our interests

for the sake of any advantage to herself,
or any desire to settle any question be.
tween the United States and herself. That
was not the course that Mother England
and the people of England would
pursue. Ifany Government in England
could sacrifice our interests for their own
advantage, the people of England would
reject them with scorn, He could assure
his hon. friend that he would find that
England was now, as she had always been,
a fostering mother, careful of our inter.
ests and rights, and ready as she had
always shown herself in the past, to protect
us with all her force and might and power.
(Applause.) He would not make any re-
marks respecting the observations of his
hon. friend on the Fenian invasion, and
about the claims which Canada of right
had in consequence of the outrages upon
our border, and the losses and expenses
brought upon our people by those inva-
sions. The hon. member would find that
in this, too, the Canadian Government had
taken every step necessary to press our
claims to aconclusion. He could only as-
sure his hon. friend that if they were not
settled it would not be the fauit of this
Government. He would not enter into
discussion of the matter Just at present,
as they had already arranged on the pa-
pers that this subject should be taken up
hereafter. His hon. friend had said that
he would not join in the congratulations
on the state ef peace existing in Manitoba.
He (Sir John A.) thought that it was &
matter of congratulation to every well-
ordered mind to see peac:, quiet, rule and
law brought into a country where all these
had been absent (hear, hear). He thought
it was a greater matter of congratulation
that the accession of that country to
the Dominion of Canada  had
not been made at -the  sacrifice
of a single drop of blood; that the march
of the soldiers, both regular and militia,

Was a peaceable one ; that the only diffi-

culties were those offered by the wildness
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of the country through which they pro-
ceeded ; and that they were received, as
the House had hoped they would be, as
friends, brothers, fellow-citizens, persons
whose advent would be welcomed, and not
persons to be feared. It was a matter of
great consolation that there had been no
blood shed in the acquisition of the North
West, and that although mistakes had been
made, yet those errors led to no serious
consequence, except, perhaps, the expen-
diture of a little money. 'The Union had
been finally accomplished, and ere long
the representatives from Manitoba would
take their seats in this House. Granting
all that had been said as to the mismanage-
ment of the Canadian Government in
consummating the union, to be cor-
rect, still it was a matter of congra-
tulation that the union had taken place in
harmony and peace, without the loss of
one single life in the attempt toeffect that
union. The hon. member had remarked
that he could net enter into congratulations
that the murderers of a Canadian subject
should have escaped justice. The hon.
member was not asked for such congratu-
lations. The Red River ocountiry was a
British country at the time the crime was
committed, although British law was for
the time suspended. But British law and
institutions existed there, and by the
consent and voice of the people
of Canada and their Parliament
the people of the North West had now
got a Legislature and Government of their
own, on whom were thrown the respon-
sibility of the administration of the laws,

and on whom was also thrown the establish-"

ment of courts of civil and criminal juris-
diction, and the protection of the life,
liberty and property of the people, and
the pnnishment of offenders against them.
He would ask his hon. friend why he
had introduced this subject, or why he
spokeof it all? Would he point out in
what mode the Govérnment of Canada,
ptx: the tribunals, or the constituted author-
ities

of Capnada could in any
way have prevented the act?
The hon. member knew {hat wuntil

the 15th of July last, when the act of
Union was consummated, the North
West was in no way connected with Canada
except as a portion of the British Empire
Canada could no more have interfered in
Manitoba than in any other colony of
Great Britain. Canada had no control, no
power, no authority. It was simply this,
so long as that colony had its own Govern-
ment, they were responsible for the pro-
tection of life and property, and for the
administration of justice ; and when that
. power was overthrown it was for Her
Majesty only, in her Imperial capacity and

[COMMONS]
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bunals of Great Britain, to bring any offen-
ders to justice. The moment that the-
Province became united with the Domin-
ion it had a local Government of its own,
and on that local Government, by
the act of this Parliament, was
thrown the obligation of punishing offen-
ders. The people of Manitoba must be
left as free people to manage their own in.
stitutions and protect their -own people.
He did not see that his hon. friend was at
all justified in obtruding this discussion on
the House duringthis debate. It was their
duty, instead of trying to arouse man
against man, and to keep alive such mat-
ters, to throw o1l on the troubled waters
and suppress hostile feelings, which were-
natural enough, but much to be deplored.
He believed the laws would be fairly ad-
ministered in Manitoba, and that life and
property would be held just as sacred and
safe there as they were in the older and
larger Province of Ontario. His hon.
friend had spoken of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, and promised that at an early day he
would bring up that subject. Having pro-
mised 20 much he (Sir John A.) would make
another promise. He would promise that
his hon. friend’sstatements, whatever they
might be, if they were against the action
of the Government or any subordinate en-
gaged on the line, that there would be a
full. complete and satisfactory answer—if’
not satisfactory to his hon. friend, at least
satisfactory to this House and to the coun-
try (hear hear). He would make
no reply to the remarks of his
hon. friend, respecting the hon. member for
Lanark. At the proper time, there would
be a frank and free discussion of all that he
had alluded to. He.must protest against
the course of the hon.member for Lambton,
with respect to a friend of his in this House.
The hon. gentleman had mentioned a
rumor reflecting on that gentleman. It
was easy to get up a rumor. It might be
done by inserting a paragraph in a news.
paper, and many had been so created in
order to give an hon. member an opportuni.
ty to say he saw such and such in a certain
paper. There should be no quotation of
rumors in this House, respecting the cha.
racter or conduct of persons in public life.
The British system should be followed-—
that no member of Parliament shall make-
statements that he cannot verify or does
not honestly believe to be strictly true
(cheers),

The House rose for recess at 6:10 P.M.

AFTER RECESS.
The debate on the address was resumed.
Dr. BOWN said that the Government
degerved censure for the manner in which
affairs had been managed in Manitoba since-

with the Imperial authority in the tri- | the organization of that Province. - Loyal

Hon. Sir J. A, Macdona/d.
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me_r; had been allowed to go unrewarded,
;h‘ ale those who haq imprisoned and shot
of h en had been appointed to places
olio NOF and trust. = The conciliation
Eor °Y bursued by the Lieutenant Gover.
) oWas favourable to men who had acted
amq PPosition to law, and compassion to
could men was the greatest cruelty that
wd be inflicted on those who had stood
E}’ for Canada in hor time of need. The
whe“tem_i::t Governor had early shown
sider'e his Sympathies lay by going to re-
an >0 the Hudson Bay Company’s Fort
evid receiving hospitality there.” It was
Vident from the manner in which .he
acted in the matter of Scott’s death
D other circumstances, that
avor npnd had  been biased in
eloctics the late rebel party. As to the
roviro: Which had been held in the new
who b C8) Seven or eight of the candidates
3 been elected, had been introduced

sa,igl t'}‘lhﬂ uebec Province. It might be
noth at Lleut.-(g‘rovemor Archibald had
q hng to do with this, but, if so, why
place :.pe{mxt three of these men to take
Mr Scm his cabinet? As to the death of
i SO, it would be far better to let it
moe that' there should be a mere
ery Of;iaotnal. He hoped the Govern-

: PeN up a road to the North

€8t withoug delay, and that they wouid
P the losses which loyal men had

incurreq ip th . ;
late rebellion, ® new Province during the

ax.ld

thghl'mMAS)bON (Terrebonne) agreea with
20 . Pr omier that the Government
Murde Jurigdiction in the matter of the
fOrgottr of Mr, Scott, I should not be
count; en, hOWe_ver, that no less than six
iy 8 In Manitoba had, offered to return
23 their representative. Ha referred
Motr, ecrelatmns existing between the
there er Country and the colonies, and ssid
Wa8 an uncertainty in the minds of
People, since the withdrawal of the
raether Britain proposed to sever
ectxon’ With Canada or not. Some
look to uPPoSed - that ghe would
-8 colonies . for help in time of

ing  of the. latter looking to
7. o sh or ciroumstances of difficul.
ment whe th:‘ﬂd oarn from the Govern-
indicates B T the withdrawal of the troops
and whetp ngland's desire to get rid of us,
federatip, er, 8ince we have formed a Con.
her jn thn’ e shall be expected to help
ter of Miile'zt’lme of her nee<£ The Mimis.
on thig inlx 18 Ought to enlighten the House
tia eaggn Portant subject before the Mili-
' are brought down, (hear,

Mr. M1
of the ad(géiai‘ﬁpoke on the paragraph

said ting to Manitoba, He
Id the Fedepa) 8ystemn made it necessary
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that each Province should have an
independent governmental existence.Such
could not be given to any Province by this
Parliament. He had called attention to
this fact last year, and was glad the Minis.
ter of Justice had changed bis views in
this respect (hear hear). As to the mur.
der of Scott, it was still competent for the
Governmeént of Canada to authorise the
trial and punishment, of Riel, and it was
also within the, power .of the Lieutenant.
Governor to,ask tor his, extradition.

The .second . paragraph of the address
was agreed. $0...; . ; :

Hon. Mt.- DORION, on the proposal of
the. adoption of the 'y ragraph relating to
the admission- of British -Columbia, pro-
tested that he knew nothing of the merits
of .the terms of this admission; and de-
clared his unwillingness to express blind-
fold any concurrence in the Government’s
Pacific Railway scheme. If it was to be
one of the character of the Intercolonial
Railway, he would give it his strenuous
opposition. He could not approve of the
wording ot the paragraph,®

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD con.
sented to a verbal alteration to meet the
objection of the last speaker. The change
was of a mnon.committal character, and
thus modified, the clause was adopted.

The remaining paragraphs were read and
concurred in without debate.

Atter the usual formal resolutions in
regard to the address and its Presentation,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave notice
of an address of con gratulation to Lord
Lisgar on the distinguished honor recent.
ly conferred upon him by Her Majesty.

The Iouse adjourned at a quarter past
nine,

————

SENATE.

Frioay, Feb. 17, 1871,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock, and the ordinary routine business.
was transacted,

THE ANSWER TO THE SPEECH.

Hon. Mr. MacFARLANE said that he had:
much gratification in rising to move: the
Address in answer to the Speech, for he
believed that the language of that Speech
commended itself to the sound ssnse and
Jjudgment of the people of the Dominion,
He had not the honour, last ‘session, of a
saat in the House, but he well remembered
the excitement that existed everywhere, on
account of the rebellion which had broken
out at Red River, and threatened for a
while the peace of the Dominion. The.
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policy pursued by the Government had
happily settled what was likely to be a
great difliculty at one time; and
we had now the satisfaction
of knowing that peace and order pre-
vailed throughout our new Province of
Manitoba, and that we would soon see its
representatives in Parliament prepared to
take their share in the legislation of our
common country. Anothermatter mention-
ed in the speech was the raid upou an un.-
offending people by bands of Fenian ma-
rauders. All recollected the excitement
that arose from one end of the country to the
other, and the promptness with which our
volunteers sprung to meet and repel the
invader. Although the volunteers in the
distant Maritime Provinces were unable to
aid their fellow subjects of Ontario and
Quebec on that occasion. yet they sym-
pathized most heartily with their brave

efforts, and would gladly have
responded to any call that
might have been made upon their

services. (Hear, hear.) Now the House
met under very different circumstances
compared with those at the close of the
last Session. No alarm of invasion was
sounded, but peace reigned from one end
of the Confederation to the other. The
people of Manitoba were organizing their
Government,and preparing to assist in the
maturing of such measures as would pro-
mote their own prosperity and at the same
time strengthen the ties that bind them to
Canada. Then the House was informed
by His Excellency that British Columbia
was asking -for admission into the Domin.-
ion, and that our Territory would soon
stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific
shores. The only portions of British Ame-
rica that now remained outside of the
Confederation were the Islands of
Prince Edward and Newfouadland,
but he trusted that they would soon
see the necessity of uniting their fortunes
with their sister Colonies. Ile was con-
vinced, indeed, that the people of Prince
Edward Island were already beginning to
understand the mistake they were making
iffremaining outside of the Union. One
of the questions in which the Maritime
Provinces took the deepest interest was
that respecting the fisheries. It was im-
possible to discuss the question at that
stage, when the papers were not before the
House, but he could say that there was a
conviction everywhere in Canada that the
Commission which had been appointed
would be able to arrive at results which
would meet with the approval of Canadians.
1t was with great pleasure that he found

that Canada was represented in the
. Commission by an able statesman,
who would have to come

before Parliament, and explain fully the
Hon. Mr. MacFarlane.
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arrangements that might be made. He
hoped that those arrangements would lead
to an amicable adjustment of ajl the vexa-
tious questions before the Com mission ere
many months passed away. As respects
the Census, there was a universal desire
that it should be as perfect as possible, in
order that the resources of the Dominion
might be shown to compare favourably
with those of far older countries. He had
no doubt himself that the Dominion would
be proved to be making steady progress,
equal to, if not greater than that of the
adjacent States. Reference was also made
to the assimilation of the Currency; and
though, as a Nova Scotian, he felt a good

deal attached to the Currency in
use 1 that Province, still he
was  prepared to  consider  the

whole question 1n a fair and impartial
spirit. He would, of course, prefer to see
the Nova Scotia currency adopted, but,
nevertheless, if he and his friends were
obliged to yield their wishes, it would only
afford another illustration of the self sac-
rificing spirit of Nova Scotians (laughter).
The last and most gratifying portion of
the speech to many persons would be
the announcement that the Government
were able to meet Parliament with a
largely increased surplus revenue, notwith.
standing the heavy expenditures they were
necessarily obliged to meet. No more grati-
fying statement could be made to the
friends of Confederation, who had always
combated the alarmists when they assert.
ed that the scheme of Union would only
tend to increase  the  burthens
of the country. The people had
now experience of the working of the
Confederation for several years, and no
one could say that it had failed to
meet the expectations of those who had
been its promoters and advocates through
good and evil report. With such facts
before the House, they had indeed acause
for gratification ; and the country no doubty,
would fully appreciate the efforts of those
who had been instrumental in bringing
about such satisfactory results. Much
more might be said on the subject, but he
felt it was unnecessary at that time, and he
would, therefore, content himself with
moving the following answer to the speech,
with which His Ezxcellency had been
pleased to open the Session :

That the following Address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General;
to offer the respectful thanks of this House
to His Excellency, for the gracious speech
which His Excelleney has been pleased to
make to both Houses of Parliament,
namely : —

To His Excellency the Right Honourable
John, Baron Lisgar, of Lisgar and Bail-
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}ebi)rougt!, in the County of Cavan.
Kihd, in the Peerage of the United
am;’gdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Mo, ta Baronet, one of Her Majesty’s
o Honourable Privy Council, Knight
d Tand Cross of the Most Honourable Or-
tlgr of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of

e Most Distinguished Order of Saint

ichael and Raint George, Governor

eneral of Canada, and Governor and

OmMmander.in-Chief of the Island of
Tnce Edward,

May it pleage Your Excellency :

We, Her Majesty’ ;
Jesty’s loyal subjects, the
f:snate Of Canada, in Parliament assem bled,
; pectfully thank Your Excellency for

our  gracio v .
this Session_us speech at the opening of

PrZZ:' thank Your Excellency for the ex-
at thl'on of your satisfaction in meeting us
seas 1% the usual and most convenient
s Of the year, and under the present
Picious Clrcumstances of the country,

th:zet;e&ret tolearn from your Excellency
guir e hope Your Excellency was san-
the l: :’D?ugh to express at the close of
Woulds béesslon, that no further attempt
Was doo ® made to disturb our frontier,
the Seq med to early disappointment ; that
less bang. 8carcely closed when law-
States | S assembled within the United
Mengs I great Rumbers, and renewed the
fures e of Invasion ; and that they ven-
€d t0 cross the border at two points.

to I:Ieg'wf?S us great satisfaction, however,
the inm ormed by Your Excellency that
pened’v.aders Were promptly met and re-
was the that so complete and humiliating
opa . repulse, that they lost heart and
felf% threw away quantities of arms, and
roar ack to encumber the villages in their
g, With thejp starving and demoralized
call g:s that our Militia rallied at the first
and g}, arms with praiseworthy alacrity,
Swe]le; 8pirlt which pervades the country,
from g} o Cf Dumbers with volunteers
display e-guarters; and that the gallantry
been and the success achieved, have
. 'taryu Y Tecognized by the highest
i P:;ltvhonty, and honoured, in grati.
Gr;ci ous M?a'l_';f;t;}fprecnatlon, by Her Most
stat:‘t‘{la]ix?ellenqy having been pleased to
active qupo, D4intaining the Militia on
Outlyy o V) the Government incurred an
Wha 8 considerable amount beyond
m?é‘ovlded by the votes of last
©Xpend; that the accounts of the entire
t e for the defence of the fron-
rE efore us ; wo beg leave to
our best gyt Xcellency that we ' will give
Ation to any Bill to indemnify |
t which” Your Excellency
14 before us.
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We rejoice {0 hear from Your Excellen-
¢y that your anticipations of success in
regard to the Act passed for the Govern.
ment of Manitoba, and the North West
Territories, and in regard to the Military
Expedition, which it was necessary to
despatch, have been fortunately realised ;
that the troops surmounted the difficulties
of the long and toilsome route with endur-
ance and intelligence ; that they encoun-
tered no armed opposition, and their arri-
valat the Red River was cordially welcom.
ed by the inhabitants ; that the people of
the new Province have, under the Consti-
tution accorded to them last Year, assum-
ed all the duties of self-government, and
that every appearance warrants the hope
that they are entering] steadily upon a ca-
reer of peace and prosperity,;

We thank Your Excellency for informing
us that the Legislature of British Columbia
has passed an Address to Her Majesty,
praying for admission into the Union, on
the terms and conditions therein stated ;
and we beg to assure your Excellency that
our earnest attention will be given to the
bapers on this important subtject, which
your Excellency is pleased to say will be
submitted to us; and it will give us great
pleasure to find the terms so fair as to Jjus-
tify us'in passing a similar Address, so that
the boundaries of Canada may, at an early
day, be extended from the shores of the
Atlantic Ocean on the one gide, to the
sQores of the Pacific on the other,

Should such an address be adopted, we
will give our best consideration to the
question of taking steps to secure the
early expl¢ration and survey of a route
for an Interoceanic Railway, with a view to
its construction in accordance with the
terms of Union.

We agree with yom Excellency that the
acquisition of the North West Territories
throws upon the Government and Parlia.
ment of the Dominion the duty ot promo-
ting their early settlement by the encour-
agement of immigration; and that this
duty can be best discharged by a liberal
land policy, and by opening up communi-
cations through our own country to Mani-
toba. The means proposed for accomplish
ing these purposes, when submitted to us;
will receive our attentive consideration.

We thank your Excellency for inferm.
ing us that Her Majesty’s Government
has decided upon referring the Fishery
question, along with other questions

ending between the two countries, to a

oint Commission, to be named by Her
Majesty’s Government and the Govern-
ment of the United States, and that on this
Commission, Canada will be represented ;
and with your Excellency, we trust that
this mode of dealing with the various

Speech.
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matters in controversy, will lead to their
satisfactory adjustment. Canada, as your
Excellency states, urges no demand be-.
yond those to which she is plainly
entitled by treaty and the law
of nations; and we rejoice to learn that
she has pushed no claim to an extreme
assertion, and only sought to maintain the
rights of her own people fairly and firmly,
but in a friendly and considerate spirit,
and with all due respect to foreign powers
and international obligations.

We cordially agree with your Excellency,
in saying that the thanks of the Country
are due to the Admiral on the Station and
those under his command, for the valuable
and efficient aid which they rendered to
our Cruisers, during the past Season, in
maintaining order and protecting the in-
shore Fisheries from encroachment.

We agree with your Excellency in opin-
ion that the prospect of the adoption of
an International Currency seems, in the
present state of Europe to be remote, and
we thank your Excellency for recom-
mending us to ¢consider the propriety of
assimilating the Currency of the Dominion
without further delay.

We beg leave to assure your Excellency,
that any measures which may be submit-
ted to us for the extension to Manitoba
of the Militia and other Laws of the Do-
minion, and their adaptation to the pre-
sent circumstances of that young Province,
will receive our best attention.

We thank your Excellency for inform.
ing us that the decennial Census will be
taken on the third day of April next;
that it is Lelieved that a more thorough
and accurate system has been adopted
than any that has hitherto obtained, and
that it may be necessary to amend the
Act of last Session in some particulars.

We shall not fail to give an earnest and
attentive consideration to the Billsrelating
to Parliamentary Elections, Weights and
Measures, Insurance Companies, Savings
Banks, and for the consolidation and
amendment of Inspection Laws, which
your Excellency is pleased to inform us
will, among other measures, be presented
to us.

We are grateful to your Excellency for
the assurance that you lay these various
and weighty matters before us in full
confidence that they will engage our ma-
ture attention; and we unite with your
Excellency in praying that the result of
our deliberations may, with the Divine
blessing, prove conducive in all respects
to the advancement and happiness of the
country.

Hon, Mr. ARMAND felt grateful for the
honour conferred upon him n inviting him

Hon. Mr. MacFarlane.
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to second the resolution for an Address
under the present auspicious circum-
stances. Thanks to a Kkind Providence
and to the liberal laws which govern us,
the country enjoyed peace and prosperity.
But this prosperity would increase, if the
Government and people united in en-
couraging all attempts made to open up
direct communication between the various
sections and parts of the Dominion. He
was happy to know that such attempts
were now being made. Enterprising
men, men of large capital, either in-.
dividually or by forming societies, had
seen the immense advantages to be
derived by the country firom such
important works.  Railroads were now
being constructed in various parts of the
Dominion, but he hoped that the Govern-
ment would unite with those enterprising
men he was alluding to. He then referred
to the necessity of constructing the
Georgian Bay and Ottawa Canal, by
means of which the whole of the Western
trade could be carried, thus opening to
navigation and agriculture, the immense
and fertile valley which lies between the
Bay and the Ottawa District. The hon.
gentleman the¢n referred to the state of
our Militia and said that the loyalty
and  patriotism displayed by the
Volunteers were a source of pride
to Canada—the alacrity with which they
rallied at the first call to arms, and the
gallantry which they displayed in action

Speech.

.| were gratifying to our national honour,

—they nobly performed their duty, and
deserved the praise and gratitude of the
whole Dominion. Referring to the annex-
ation of the North-West, he attributed the
success achieved by the peaceful settle-
ment of that question,to the liberal policy
adopted during the last session, with
regard to the treatment of the inhabitants
of that Territory. By the annexation of
the North-West, the limits of the Dominion
of Canada extended from the Atlantic to
the Pacitic, being the largest Territory
possessed by any nation on the face of the
earth with the exception of Russia. The
hon. gentleman then praised the action of
the Government in bringing in measures
for the assimilation of the Currency of the
Dominion, and for the regulating of
weights and measures, and for the consoli-
dgtion and amendment of the Inspection
laws. These measures, if adopted, would
no doubt be a great benefit to the country.
He (Mr. Armand) would not close his re.
marks without referring to the friendly
relations which should exist between the
different national elements which compose
the population of this great Dorninion; if all
nationalities, French, English, Scolch and
Irish remained united, then there was
nothing to be dreaded for the future pros-
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still it was not cons'idered worthy of even
an incidental mention in the Speech. Had
the Government a policy on the subject or
had they not? It they had, it was clearly
their duty to have stated so to the House,
and not to have ignored a question of such
vital importance. If they proposed using
a portion of the surplus revenue whicH
they said they had, it was only proper for
them . to have intimated as much.
Then there was the measure, so long
promised, for the establishment of a Su.
preme Court for the Dominion. During
the previous Sessions, it had been deemed
worthy of mention in the speech, but now
it was consigned to obscurity in company
with other questions of public impor tance.
It had been stated that a bill was actually
prepared and printed during the recess,
but now according to all appearance it had
disappeared entirely. He was glad that
the difficulty in the North West Territory
had been arranged satisfactorily, and that
that country now formed a peaceful sec.
tion of the Dominion. He had always had
his doubts respecting the policy of send-
ing the expedition to Red River. - If the
difficulty were really of a very serious cha-
racter, then the expedition was too small ;
if there was little reason to appre-
hend trouble, then it was altogether
unnecessary. Again,  reference was
made to the Union of British Columbia
with the Dominion. It was gratifying cer.
tainly to many persons to see the Dominion
enlarged in area and increasing in influ-
ence, but it must not be forgosten at the
same time that Canada was to defray not
only the expenses of the local Government
of British Columbia, but was to bind her.
self, according to the contemplated ar-
rangement, to build a railway to the
Pacific. 1t had been often said that the
Intercolonial Railway would be a burthen
to the people of the Dominion for a long
time to come, but here was a project now
mooted, to.quadruple the expense of that
line—to build a road which would pass
through a.country mosply barren.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL—No, no!

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST, JUST—

© was quite prepared to substan.
tiate his  assertion, that the coun.
try through which. such g railway
would - have to pass was . barren
to a great extent, and that such an enter-
prise could never be made profitable. The
et:sle of British Columbia might be & very
oyal people—very anxious to unite with
Canada ; but he could not undsrstand why
they should not be willing to join their
fortunes with the Dominion except at such
an enormous price. In order tosettle certain
difficulties in the Province of Nova, Scotia,
it has been found necessary to make very
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considerable concessions to her, over and
above those in the Act of Union. Now at
that moment the Province of Quebec was
remonstrating against an unjust arbitri-
ment which had lately taken place, and
would be probably placed in the same
posttion as Nova Scotia, and forced to as-
sume an attitude of hostility to the Union,
unless her rights were considered in their

integrity. That question of the arbitra-

tion was certainly one of greag impor-
tance, and yet the Government
were entirely silent on the subject, while
it was clearly their duty to enunciate some
policy in order to set at rest the fears of
the people of the Province of Quebec. He
had no intention of going at length into
that question, but he could not refrain at
that juncture from entering his protest
against the action which had been taken
in that matter. As respects the Fisheries,
there were several points on which he re-
quired information. No one could doubt
that among the varied resources of the
Dorminion, none were more valuable or in-
exhaustible than the Fisheries, and it was
therefore very important that our interests
respecting them should be carefully pro-
tected. In common with others, he was
anxious to know how far the Government
were cognizant of the movement for the
mesting of the Commission, Was the
High Commission to mature an arrange-
ment which would be a mere repe-
tition of the Ashburton Treaty, in which
the rights of the British Provinces had
been notoriously sacrificed 7 England was
very desirous of coming to some amicable
adjustment of the difficulties between her-
self and the United States, and was it not
Just possible that her interests might not
always coincide with those of Canada when
the questions in dispute were discussed and
arranged, Under these circumstances he
did not see how our rights were to be
safely confided to a Commission, composed
equally of English and American nominees.
It was not satisfactory to see that the
Alabama question, which England was very
desirous of arranging equitably, was mixed
up with the question of the Fisheries in

which she ~ had comparatively little
interest. True it had been stated
by  the Minister of Marine

and Fsheries, that the whole strength of
Great Britain would be exerted to sustain
our rights to the fishing grounds. At that
moment he could not say whether that
honourable gentleman was prepared to
assevt that the British Government was wil-
ling to defend the rights of Canada, to the
extent which he (Mr. Mitchell) had, tohis
credit, asserted them, (hear). In accord-
ance wWithhis usage, he would notinterpose
any obstacle to the passage of the address,
but would conclude with the expression

Hon. Mr. LeTellier de St. Just.
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of the wish that the united labours of both-
sides of the House would tend to promote
all the great interests of the Dominion.
He had been among those who had looked
upon Confederation with suspicion, but
now that it was un fait accompli it was his
duty to assist in working it out to the best
of his ability.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the-
hon. member who had just sat down had
spoken in his usual temperate strain, and
the Government would be certainly hyper-
critical if they complained of the temnor
of his remarks. As respects the complaint
that no reference was made in the Speech
to several topics, it must be remembered
that the Government were obliged to ex-
ercise their discretion. The question of
Canal extension or enlargement was not
one which could be satisfactorily men-
tioned in the Speech, but he would ven-
ture to say that before the House rose the
policy of the Government upon that
subject would be fully explained, and.
that then the hon. member would
have an opportunity of  criti-
cising  that policy as fully as
he could wish. Asrespects the withdraw.
al of the troops, he would say that it had
been shown time and again that under all
circumstances the British Government
would defend the Dominion with the full
force of the Empire whenever the occa-
sion arose. Various British Governments
had laid down the policy., which was so
clearly enunciated that it ought now to
to be hardly mnecessary to mention it.
He felt he only expressed the sentiment
of the country when he said that the
people of Canada were always ready to
repel with their forces any bands of
Fenians that might invade our soil. It
was true Canada had nothing to do with
the origin of the difficulties which
led the Fenians to attempt to strike a
blow at England on Csnadian s0il, On this
account, it might be fairly urged
that England should  tontribute a
fair share of the expenses which Canada
had to pay in repelling the invaders from
her border. The hon. member would find,
when certain papers were submitted to - -
Parliament, that the Government had not
been forgetful of their duty in connection
with this question, '

He was glad to find that the hon. gen.
tleman rejoiced in the settlement of the
troubles that at one time threatened the -
peace of Manitoba. Last session he had.
expreassed the hope that no blood would
be shed, and that the mission of the Expe-
dition would be really one of peace. The-
results of the policy of the Government
had been fully as satisfactorily as they had
anticipated. Order had been restored, .
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and the new Governor had shown that the
Gover.nment. had acted most wisely in
selecting him for so trying a position.
As respects the strength ot the force, it
&as quite sufficient, when we remembered
u © smallness of the whole adult popula-
100 (not more than 2,500) a very small
pg.rtxon of whom were supposed to be dis-
i ected. He was surprised to hear his
hon. friend deplore the necessity of hav-
i;lg_a} rax’lway between the Atlantic and
: lf.cxhc. That hon. gentleman must know
at no real union could ever take
place with British Columbia, unless there
was adirect communication established be-
tween her andCanada. The country through
which the railway would have to pass was
gia fertile as any portion of the Waestern
tes, ;&ss tfgr as the base of the Rocky
C » bhere was a country, rich i
x:lc;ﬂ and well watered ; whiﬁ be;'lomri1
borse Moux}tam.s was  British Columbia,
abounding in mineral anq other resources:

and possessing fine harbo
f’amfic shores, So lfl‘;i o frgl::
ooking at  the Railmay as g

very hazardous enterpriz
those who believed 112 me
account of the stimulus
;;nzug'ratxon, agriculture, and commerce
wildewr;;l: and fertile region, now a mere
regratts ;si The hon. gentleman had also
the ohied hat there wag no reference to
€ Arbitration between Ontario and
X but he should remember that
ere. was no necessity at present for
mentioning that topic. It might ultj.
::ately come before the Government but
thepre;ent there was no reason at all wh
u y ? ould refer to it, The hen. member
as also hardly fortunate in his remarks
respecting the Fighery

y he was among
08t desirable on
it must give to

Commission, but
;V&l;n he came to read the papers on t}?e
Ject  he would see how incorrect

© Was in his inferences.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE
) . ST. JUST
:viglltaeg that he had said that the House
sionhadg] the dark whether the Commis.
and mith t6."011 &ppointed at the demand,

i the previo
Canadian Govle)mmelxlxi. knowledge of the

Hon, My CAMPRELL—Th i

. e appoint.-

?&ﬁt of the Commission was notpgn?ade
o out the knowledge of the Government.
grea?;;g must be admitted on all sides, a
od o th‘fanta.ge to have Canada represent-
for e Commission, The fishery ques-
bly bz?s the most prominent topic ostensi.
o oo ore the Commission, an. why that
wouly’ b:;t‘ might be easily imagined. It
Johnsts In the memory of all, that the
7 labamam] larendon treaty respecting the
Nenate otemw-“ not adopted by the
thoos o the United States, and' under
3 c}rcumstances the British Govern-
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ment might have some hesitancy
in approaching the Americans
again  directly on  that question.

Then it was proposed to submit the fishery
question to a Commission, and subsequent-
ly suggested to refer the Alabama and
other disputed matters to the same body.
If was gratifying to the people of Canada.
to know that they would be represented on
that Commission by one of their sblest
statesmen, and the report must be un.
animous in order to have any effect in the
decision of the vexatious questions sub-
mitted to the Commussioners. It was not
necessary to say much on the subject of
the Supreme Court Bill; it had been men-
tioned in previous speeches, and probably
the Government felt nothing. more could
be said about it. If the Governmentde-
cided to present another Bill, the hon,
member would have ample opportunity of
dealing with it in accordance with its
merits. The hon. member had also express-
ed a desiré to know whether the assistance
which had been hitherto given us in pro-
tecting our fisheries would be continued
for the coming season. He (Mr. C.) had
no doubt that the same instructions which
were given last year to the British crui-
sers would be given next summer ; but the
hon. member must remember that the chief
protection last season was afforded really
by the Canadian vessels, (hear, hear). It
was certainly always desirable to have
Her Majesty’s vessels in the neighbour-
hood, in order to guard against conting-
encies, and to show any ill disposed per-
sons the impossibility of successfully
resisting lawfully constituted authority.

Hon., Mr. LETELLIER DE &T. JUST
explained that the greater portion of the
country between Collingwood and the
Rocky Mountains was notoriously unfit for
cultivation. Even the country between
Fort La Corne and Mackenzie River was
only useful for settlement to a limited
extent. He made these assertions from a
knowledge of the country, derived from
persons who had travelled over it, and
studied its capabilities. As respects the
question of the Fisheries, he would have
preferred an answer from the Minister of
Marine who would probably have been
more free in his communications than the
Postmaster General, whose mode of get-
ting rid of an embarrassing topic was well
understood by the House.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-There is ample
time before the Session closes.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that it would
not be consistent with the interests of the
Maritime Provinces were he to allow the
debate to close without a reference to s
subject of such vital importance to those
Provinces as the question of the Figheries.
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That question had now become of national
importance—one involving the honour and
interests of this section of the Empire.
He did not propose to argue the question
of right, for the argument was all on one
side. It was certainly important on the
eve of the assembling of the Commission,
to state the grounds on which we stood
prepared to defend our position. The
people of the Maritime Provinces held
with his hon. friend from Quebec that our
title to these inestimable treasures of the
sea, was as valid as our right to the mines
and forests of the land. (Hear, hear.)
He did not believe for a moment that the
British Government any more than our
own was prepared to barter away those
rights without any material equivalent.
During many years past we had shown that
we were willing to share these privileges
with others on equitable terms, and now
all we asked was that these Fisheries
should not be given away without our re-
ceiving a quid pro quo. (Hear, hear). 1t
was well known, for many years, seizures
were made, and adjudications passed upon
those seizures, without remonstrance; our
title, apart from the question of headlands,
had never been called into doubt, As re.
spects the question of headlands, he was
happy to find that it had been left in
abeyance by the Minister of F' isheries, and
that therefore no difficulty had arisen on
that point. Who could doubt, however,
that if any of our fishermen were to
put into  Chesapeake Bay to-mor-
row, and commence fishing,  they
would be treated to a very short shrift.
As respects the Bay of Chaleurs, it was a
question for natural concession and com.
promise. He was glad to hear from the
hon. Postmaster (ieneral that the Govern-
ment had thought it right to ask the
British Government to contribute towards
the expenses of the recent Fenian mva-
sion, which had heen so gallantly repelled
by our Volunteers. He would have been
better pleased, however, if there had been
a demand made upon another Government
for allowing their citizens to invade a
friendly and unoffending people. It would
be remembered how, somse years ago, in
the case of the St. Alban's Raid—with
which Canadians had nothing whatever to
do—the government generously reimburs-
ed the losses which the Americans sus-
tained. He would therefore like to know
why we were not now entitled to the same
amount of consideration from a country,
whose citizens—-not foreigners and strangers
to the soil— had so unwarrantably invaded
Canada.

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST, JUST—
This will be one of the claims submitted to
the Commission.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—It ought certainly

Hon. Mr. Dickey.
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to be placed before them. The American
Government was clearly responsible to us,
inasmuch as it never took proper precau-
tions to prevent those raids. = He could
not sit down without expressing his grati-
fication at the siatement in the Speech re-
specting the condition of the revenus, and
the prospect of a reduced taxation. He
hoped, under these circumstances, the
Government would see their way clear to
abolish the newspaper postage and the
stamp duty. As respects the Bay Verte
Canal, to which reference had been made,
he was quite satisfied to know that a sur. .
vey was now being made of that contem.
plated work, and that it was also one of the
questions under the consideration of the
Commission appointed some months ago,

Hon. Mr. HOLMES could not refrain
from saying a few words expressive of his
gratification at the satisfactory results of
the political and financial management of -
the affairs of the Dominion by the present
Government. He was not among those
who believed that the British Government
would ever desert these colonies—it was
quite sufficient for us to know that England
had never yet done so. He was surprised
to hear one hon. member (Mr. Letellier)
doubt the advisability of constructing a rail.
way to British Columbia, and in this connec-
tion he referred to the benefits of railway
communications in new countries. When
the Province of Nova Scotia had a compar-
atively small population and revenue she
went to large expenditures to construct
railways ; and was it to be said that the
Dominion, with its enormous resources,
was not equal to the building of a road
which was of itself indispensable to her
unity and progress. 1t would be, indeed,
an auspicious day in the history of this
country, when we should see the Atlantic
bound to the Pacifice by iron rails laid
through British territory., He rejoiced to
find that the revenues of Canada were so
prosperous, and hoped that tax on know-
ledge—newspaper postage—would now be
repealed, since there was a promise of re-
duced taxzation.

The resolution embodying the Address
was then adopted.

It was resolved that the Address should
be presented to His Excellency by such
members of the House as are members of
the Privy Council.

ENQUIRY.

Hon. Mr. RYAN asked permission to
put an enquiry to the Government re.
specting the last appointment to the
Ministry. It was well understood that Sir
Edward Kenny represented a certain por-
tion of the population, namely, the Eng.
lish speaking Catholics, When the lafe
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LACHINE CANAL BRIDGE.

The Hon. M. HOLTON asked if
Grand Trunk Railway had asked permisstigg
to erect an additiona] bridge on or near
the Lachine Canal, at the 1w ellington
Br'ld.ge, Montreal, and if 80, when the pe:r-
mission was applied for and when granted,
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the Minister of Public Works shall deter-
mine, and to extend its rajlway track thence
to the harbour of Montreal within twelve
months from the 1st May next. -

4th. The Grand Trunk also to conform to
all such other conditions and regulations
as the Minister of Public Works from time
to time may deem necessary for the safety
and convenience of the public, and for the
full use of the canal.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—When was the per-
misgion applied for, and when granted ?

Hon. Mr. LANGEVI!\'——Applied for on

17th Jamuary, 1871, and granted 28th
January,

GRAND TRUNK.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for returns of
statements, showing the gross earnings of
the Grand Trunk Railway during certain
years. Carried.

MANITOBA CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved an address for
copies of all instructions to Lieutenant-
Governor Archibald also copies of all
reports and official correspondence
between the Lieutenant-Governor, and the
Pominion Government from the date of
his appointment.

Hon.Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said that
while nc objection would be urged to fur-
nishing the returns asked for, it would be
as well to mention exactly the papers
which were wanted. There was a
very large amount of correspondence con-
tinually passing between the Local Govern-
ment ancf the Dominion Government, only
8 portion of which could be of
to the hon. member.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he only wished to
obtain that portion relative to the new
system of Government, the division of the
Province into electoral districts, and every-
thing, in fact, connected with the new
order of things. He did not want the
formal correspondence.

Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER called
the attention of the honourable member
to the fact that Lieutenant (Governor
Archibald was the Governor of the North
West Territory as well as of Manitoba.

'The motion was amended in accordance
with the suggestion, and carried.

any service

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS submitted the pub.
lic accounts for the year (applause).
Mr. MACKENZIE—It will save ua
great deal of trouble. -
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS also laid on the

table details of expenditure for the de-
fence of the country.
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Mr. MACKENZIE—Perhaps the hon.
member will give us details of all the ex-
penditure from the fund tor unforseen
expenses.

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said they would be
submitted in a few days,

Rouline

MOTIONS.—BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for an address
for copies of all correspondence between
the Government and British Columbia,
its delegates, or the Imperial Government
relative tothe admission of such colony
into the Dominion ; also copies of all
orders in council or other documents re-
lating to such negotiation.—Carried.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for an order
of the House for copies of all Ten-
ders for Works on the Intercolonial
Railweay since the last return, and in the
same form ; also copies of advertisements
calling for such Tenders, the names of the
newspapers in which such advertisements
were inserted, and amount paid for same;
also copies of Tenders received for loco-
motives or other rolling stock, and for rails
with the same information regarding ad-
vertisements; also a statement showing
the number of engineers, and engineers’
assistants,pay-masters and other employees
in each District and Sect:on on the 1st day
of July 1870, and also the number of men
employed in each Contract Section on that
day ; also copies of all reports of Engin-
eers, Commissioners or others regarding
the change made from the route selected
by Major Robinson between Bathurst and
the Miramichi River; also copies of all
Correspondence between the Railway Com-
missioners and the Government, relative
to contracis and all orders in Council rela-
tive to such correspondence or contracts.
—Carried.

CORRESPONDENCE ON NORTH WEST,

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for an address
to His Excellency the Governor General
for copies of ull correspondence between
the Dominion Government and the Imper.
ial Government concerning the North
West Territories since November 1st, 1869

_with Copies of all orders in Council or
other documents relative thereto; also
copies ot all Correspondence with the Com.
mander-in-chief and the (ommanding
Ofticer of the Expedition, and copies of
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all orders in Council or other documents
relating to the expedition ; also a state-
ment in detail of all expenses incurred in
connection with sending the Military ex.,
pedition giving the names of parties re- |
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the service and whether by contract or
otherwise,—Carried.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved an address
for copies of all correspondence, reports of’
engineers, or other documents, relating to.
the leasing by the Government to the.
Montreal Warehousing Company of a lot:
of land bordering on the Lachine Canal.
He said he feared the Government had’
committted a serious error in regard to
this matter. Five or six years ago a lot of
land on the Lachine Canal had been pur-.
chased by the Government for the exten..
siom of harbor facilities in Montreal, It:
was allowed to lie fallow, s0 {0 speak,a long-
time, but during last summer or autumn was
leased to a private company, the Montreal
Warehousing Company for & long term of
years, as he was informed, at a rental con-
siderably less than the interest on the cost
of thelot. The Government were mistak-.
en in leasing, or lending this lot at all to.
private parties. But admitting they were.
right in diverting it from public to private.
uses, it should have been put up to public.
competition.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN thought no
opinion should have been given in this.
matter till the papers were laid before the .

House. A discussion would then be in
order. He had no doubt those pa-
pers would safisfy the House the.

Government had acted right in this mat-
ter.

The motion wag carried.
THE SILVER QUESTION.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON then moved for a
statement of the amount of American
silver withdrawn from circulation and the .
details of the expenses, and so forth,
thereby incurred : and also a statement
showing the total amount of the new 1ssue
of silver coin, the cost of coinage and the
profit to the Government resulting from
the issue.

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said there could beno.
objection to giving this information. Buthe
thought he would only do right m taking
the earlie-t opportunity of stating what the
action of the Government. had Leen with
respect to the removal of this ooin. He
would not enlarge at present on the very
great loss and inconvenience to the coun-
try, resulting from the circulation of this
American silver. OUn his acceptance of
office, he found that the subjeot engaged
the very serious consideration of the

House during the previous session.
He found that during that_
session a large special com-

mittee had been appointed, of which the .
hon. member for North Oxford was the .

ceiving money, and stating the nature of | chairman, for the purpose of investigating

Myr. Mackenzie.
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the matter. They reported a number of
resolutions, and recommended that the
plan adopted by Government in 1868, by
which silver to the amount of one million
vas purchased and exported, be again
tried, or that the Government should in
S0me way withdraw silver t0 the amount
of five millions from the circulation of the
country, The last resolution
Wwas not adopted by the House, and it
seemed to him that the plan adopted by
his predecessor did not meet with their
approval. From the best information that
ke (Sir Francis) could obtain—and he
might say that the result had rather con.
firmed his impression—the estimated
amount of silver in the country which had
geen In circulation for a period of about
$¥8 years past, was something about
L2 ,000,000." Under the operations of Mr.
vier, it cost & good deal to remove the
silver from. circulation, When the Gov-
eroment took up this matter, they were of
opinion that it was exceedingly desirable
that the public should be put to as
little cost as Possible. He believed
that & scheme could have been

devised for removin i i

g the silver, by which
the country would inc rerm

it would have been posed. Tt meer, put

The Silver

;u; }1)1? cent,f at which it sto
gt say, after all the coin ha.
ceived. If it had been put do('fvrk;eig :1ex
ber cent at first, it would havye paid all
{he expenses of removal.  He would lil;e
(j?fto}t;e sitting down, to call the attention
o e House to the enormous loss which
1¢ public sustained by the circulation of
this silver, They knew that nine millions
of dollars were exported, and it was esti.
mated  that  between one and a
quarter and one and a halt mil.
lions of  dollars remained n
S}rculatxon in the country. Therefore
cu?::i;vas ugwards of ten millions in cir.
b coulnci Now, from the best information
changey gbtam, 8ix millions of this amount
. 1g ands every month, which would
<§i rculof" the twelve months of the year, a
B fa;s.lon $72,000,000. He eaw his
Mo iends (Hon. Mr. Holton and Mr.
s enzie ) tmiling, but he would tell
pa:n:i that estnmage had been careijully pre-
brol?-. ., On this  $72000,000. at the
. er's rate I per cent. commission, there
Whicaﬁn actual loss of $180,000 per year,
o 3900w°md glve for the five years a loss
loss e 0-  But that was not the whole
cont whgre was besides a loss of four per
making o Might be fairly calculated,
five € a  total loss during  the
and Gt years of  between  fourteen
één millions ot dollars. The hon.

Pped, -and, he
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gentlemen opposite smiled, and no doubt
would argue that if one class of persons
lost another gained this money. Hewould
not deny the fact, but there was an actual
loss on the six millions of dollars in circu-
lation, nevertheless. It displaced six mil-
lions of bank notes, and thereby diminished
the actual amount of the capital of the
country by six millions. If 1t was an ad-
vantage to the country to employ the
paper to take the place of gold, it must be

80,
Mr. MILLS—Is not silver capital ?

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—~It was
depreciated capital.

Hon. Sir F, HINCKS—It was clear that
six millions in bank notes could
not be employed, owing to the
circulation in the country of foreign sil-
ver,

Mr. MACKENZIE—That is, it reduced
the protits of the banks on that amount.

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—It was a loss to the
country at large, and he therefore entered
into communication with Mr. Wier, of Mon-
treal, whose name had been breught into
discussion last yesr, to see whether the
silver could be removed without any risk
whatever to the public, on the same terms
and at the same cost as in his previous
operation on one million dollars, the ac-
counts of which had been laid before the
House, and had been considered unob-
Jjectionable by the Committee. He had
the satisfaction of knowing thet although
the cost of removing $4,800,000 under this
operation was very nearly the same as in
the other case, still the difference was
slightly in favor of the last. Of course, a
great deal of this silver was sold at a loss
in New York, upon the price paid for it
here, in consequence of the pressure on
the New York market havinys reduced the
price. In anticipation of the papers com-
ing down, he would not say anything
further on this matter on the present oc-
casion. With reference to the new coinage,
he would remark that steps were taken,
at the earliest moment, to have it issued
to exactly the same value as the previous
money issued under an order m Council.
He might say with regard to the com-
position of the coin, that it was standard
silver, which was made of sometbing like
twelve and a fraction parts of pure silver,
with an alloy of one part of copper. It
was bought by the mint at the rate of Js.
and 2d. per ounce, which would be 62
shillings per pound standard silver. The
mint coined it and issued it at an advance
of six per cent. The amount coined for
this country was $750,000. Of course,
there were wvarious charges on it, but he
was happy to say there was a profit on the
operation: of something: like 214,000, and
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he would remark here, that if any one
would carry out the calculation, he would
perceive that if Canadian coin to the
amount of $4,800,000 (the amount of for-
eign silver exported) had been brought
mnto the  country, they  would
have cleared all  expenses. But
there were reasons why -this was not ad-
visable. It would, if carried out, have re-
sulted in depreciating the silver in value.
As far as his information went, he heard
from time to time that when the banks
wanted to pay out silver, people asked
them for fractional notes instead. The
public seemed not to be so entirely dis-
pleased with the notes as the honourabls
member for Lambton was, still the Gov-
ernment had shown no disposition to force
this fractional currency into circulation.
On the contrary, he was sure there would
be no trouble in largely increasing the
circulation ; but he quite agreed with the
honourable member opposite that nothing
could have a worse effect than to have the
¢eupply in excess of the demand. They
were received at the banks and were not
allowed to go out again into circulation
when it could possibly be avoided.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON had no desire, in
asking for those returns, to tind fault with
the Hon. Finance Minister. It was a de-
sirable object to export the foreign silver
from the country, and some of the steps
taken by the hon. gentleman, while not
being exactly what he would have ap-
proved of himself, were good (hear, hear).
The question arose, though, if the hon.
gentleman had done so well this year, why
it was that the other hon. gentiemen on

The Silver

the Treasury benches did not do so long |
ago, and prevent such loss to the country |
gentlemen could |

(laughtery. The hon.
not escape the responsibility of hav-
ing inflicted on the country all
this loss and inconvenience. With re-
ference to that part of his motion relating

to the fineness of the new silver, his object |

was to show the amount of base metal the
Government were authorizing into circula
tion as the legal tender of the country.
There could be no difficulty in arriving at

this knowledge for he took it for granted :

~ that the order in Council authorizing the

issue must show the percentage of alioy |

used in the coin and he thought the
House was entitled to know precisely that
percentage. By the first part of the mo-
tion, he stmply wished to ascertain what
amount of American silver had been with-
drawn and at what cost.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, with
regard to  the attack made on
the Government for not having taken
this ‘measure sooner, he thought if the
hon. gentleman would only reflect a little,

Hon. Sir F. Hincks.
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he would see thatit wasonly last year the
Goverment were in a position to doit. If he
(Sir Francis)had to take the sime course his
predecessor had been compelled to do—
to go into the market and sell bonds at a
discount of two per cent—he would have
shrunk from deing so. The reason why
be (Sir Francis) had undertaken it was be-
cause the Goverament had greater means
at their command, and were better able to
carry out the scheme. Mr. Wier could not
carry it on without borrowing money at a
large per cent. of interest from the banks,
and it was for that reason thit he had not
succeeded.

Mr. JOSEPH DUFRESNE thought the
removal of the American silver had an ex-
cellent effect upon the trade of the coun-
try. The need of its withdrawal was pres-
sing. and the mode adopted had admirably
answered the purpose in view. The coun-
try generally was satisfied with the results
achieved, whatever the brokers may think.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the Fin.
ance Minister had reagon to congratulate
bimself on the success of his scheme for
the removal of the silver. That honour-
able gentlemah had undertaken his
(Sir A, T. Galt’s) defence.
Now he did not think he required
any defence of his conduct while Finance
Minister. He had only been in oflice two
years from 1862, and should not be charg-
ed with the whole blame of the state of
the currency up to the removal of the de-
preciated silver.

The motion was thencarried.

THE FISHERY QUESTION.

Llon. Sir A.T. GALT asked for copies of all
correspondence between the Governments
of the Dominion and England since 12th
Feb., 1870, on the subject of the fisheries,
and of the proposed Imperial and United
States Joint Commission, with the minutes
of Council relating to the same. He said
there was not as correct an idea prevalent,
with regard to the submission of corres-
pondence, as there ought to be. The
| fault committed here was one of reticence.
All correspondence with the English
Cabinet not marked by it ¢ private and
' confidential ” should be brought down.
this case thers was a great

of as much frankness
| a8 possible. There was a feeling of un-
| easiness abroad in regard to tae Fisheries.
! It the Government had confidence on the
| subject, it could only spring from the
i contents of the correspondence that had
| taken place with the Imperial authorities
i (hear hear). It wasquite as important the
i country at large should be putin posses-
! sion of it, so that it should experience

i In
~ need
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similar confidence (cheers).
Was even more important. The English
practice was to bring down correspondence
i’;’ ?(:Otrlf fully than we had done usually.
8 most i i i
which  h tmportant questions with

® British Go
recently Gl vernment had

Indeed it

engaged it
had not waited the assemblix%ggof ' Parlia-
ment, but had made public its correspon-
dence through the medium of the press
(bear, he.a.r).. He need but cite the recent
communications with Prince Gortschakoft
and the American Secretary of State, the
‘one on the Eastern and 'the other on the
questions between the States and England.
He would like, 1n particular, to see the
despatch or order in council of March 23rd

1866
Hon. Sir J. A. .
it had beﬂ‘ A. MACDONALD admitted

en the practice of late, i -
la.nd,' to be very free in the ma.t,te:'l ot]'z ?hge
Publication of correspondence. He him-
self thought the practice proper and bene-
ﬁcml.. His own customary phrase on such
occasions — ¢ all  papers  ghat could

be brought down with i
PUb'lic sefvice,” out detriment to the

Was not prompte

desire to withhold from garlialx;iegtb(ﬁ' a:;tlllﬂ

_country information to which they were

,332“6%’ and which could with any pru-

oneogf fe asked. The phrase was more
orm than anything else, and with

He had no objecti
documents whic
Wwarranted. He
no difficulty abo

on to send down all the
h the public interests
thought there would be
ut this despatch.
Sbl\é[r. MAQKENZIE said he observed a
ﬂa ement in a recent pamphlet by a gen.
eman lately acolleague of hon, gentlemen
on  the g,xifasury benches,
ad been a practice i
t(()l keep back or mutilate Ppapers (()121‘:11:23?
ed by members. There was no denying
: Ztlmpressxon prevalent in this House,
ot hPapers had been withheld that should
tbe T I2;.:'6: been. Any one who looked over
. mperial bLlue-books could see that
geptill: usually refused  Canadian
P ?{S, could be had a month or
o - Alterwards through those compila-
ns.  Last year he moved for correspon-
c:nc: concerning the defence of . the
bx-:)lg rg;, which we were told could not be
seemgd down.  Constant reiteration
€4 necessary to success. Papers
available as soon as the circum-

sg:)llld be
8tances of the country iuatif: :
duction (bear, hear)_ry Justified their pro-
as%)x:LSi, JOHN A. MACDONALD said
league, © recent pampbhlet by a former col-
848, Who ho could be he had no

-curiosi5ty to know, but he was satisfed
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that no former colleague of his would have
possibly subniitted to any mutilation of
papers while in office, and that if any
mutilation had since been effected, he
could know nothing about it (laughter
and cheers).

Mr. MACKENZIE—As to that he had no
knowledge ; nor was it any of his business
(laughter).

THE DEFENCE QUESTION.

Hon. 8ir A.T. GALT proposed his last mo-
tion forall correspondence, orders in coun-
cil, and other papers relating to the mission
of the Hon. Alex. Campbell to England
and his report thereon. He said he wished
for explanations regarding the important
subjects covered by the papers asked for
here. He was not aware that when the
House was prorogued last session the
question of defence stood in any different
position from that of 1865, the year of the
mission to England on this subject. The
agreement we then entered into was that
Canadashould maintain a sufficient militia
force, and undertake the erection of forti.
fications at places west of Quebec and
elsewhere. England assumed the forti-
fication of Quebec and the armament of
all the defences. There was a general as-
surance given that on Canada’s de-
voting to the defence of the country
all her resources in men and money, Eng-
land would help her with all the forces at
her command. A plan of defence em-
bracing land and naval preparations
was also agreed upon. In conformity with
that agreement Canada passed an Act pro-
viding for fortifications. No action thereon
had been taken, nor had the Government
declared what it intended. From the
omission of the subject from the speech he
presumed it was not the intention of
Ministers to bring the matter before
Parliament. Up to the close of last
session no statement was made as
to any change in the relations between
England and Canada on the subject of her
defence. Immediately after the country
was startled by the removal of the troops.
No one would desire their retention here
for the mere purposes of the colonies. If
kept, they ought to be strictly kept for
Imperial purposes, For local purposes
we should supply the whole means ef
defence. But the circumstances which
Jjustified the proposal to remove the great.
er part of the troops were suddenly altered
by the recurrence of the Fenian raid,
in the repulsion of which the
troops were extremely  valuable
as coadjutors of our Militia. Theorder for
their withdrawal within a few hours after
the repulse of the Fenians, certainly ex-
cited a strong feeling of uneasiness
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throughout the country. He belisved
that the Government, perceiving the exis-
tence of this uneasiness, desired to have
explanations respecting the recall of the
troops from the Imperial Government—at
least the papers so stated—and hence the
mission of Mr. Campbell to England. He
(Sir A. T. Galt) desired to know Mr.
Campbell's instructions, and the re-
sult of his mission. His return
was followed by steps in direct contraven-
tion of the agreement made in 1865 with
the Imperial Government. A transfer of
the forts and military material was made
to the Colonial Government. Guns and
other warlike necessaries were shipped to
England in violation of the agreement that
the armament for our fortifications should
be provided at her expense. The defence
of the country was, of course, rendered
more difficult by the removal of those
materials. We have not ourselves large
military stores in our possession;
nor was it expected we should
have. Their removal materially affected
the ability of this country to defend itself.
He thought there must have been expla-
nations required and given with regard to
the causes that led to the adoption of
that policy. However, notwithstanding the
many reasons for the stationing of a mili.
tary force for a time at Red River, within
a few days after the arrival of the expedition
there, it was withdrawn, Was it with the
recomnmendation of the Canadian Govern-

ment? The article in ¢ Blackwood " on
this Expedition had received a
good deal of attention from its

supposed origin with the distinguished
commander of that force. He (Sir A, T.
Galt) would not have noticed it but for
this circumstance, and the gross injustice
therein done the public men and people
of Canada. 1ts language was a malicious
slander upon them, as none could fairly
say that a colonial politician was a syno-
nym for acorrupt individual, (cheers).
He could not believe the commander of
the expedition guilty of such an insult
and slander unless confronted by the
clearest proof. The correspondence
he asked for should show why this change
of policy had taken place; why the troops
had been withdrawn, and were we ex-
pected to complete these fortifications, and
generally why the engagement of 1865,
thatall the resources of the Empire would
be employed in our defence, should have
been modified. Ifthe Government possess-
ed this information they were bound to give
it to the public, that every one might
know whether, hereafter, as some
.in high places in England alleged,
the defence of this couantry wus
to be confined to naval efforts (cheers)
This was the statement attributed to the

Hon. Sir A. T. Galt.
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Chancellor of the Exchequer. He (Sir A.
T. Galt) was sorry to say he thought the
course taken towards these Colonies indi-
cated that that was the policy of the Im-

Question.

‘perial Government, and could not believe

our Ministers ignorant of what it intended
doing in this respect; and, ifso informed,
he asked the papers for the purpose of
relieving the minds of the people on the
subject. If, on the other hand, the Im
perial Government, did not entertain such
a policy for the defence of Canada, we |
were entitled to know it at the earliest
possible day (cheers).

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it
would have been well to ask for all papers
connected with the defence of the coun-
try, to which the mission of the Post-
master General was related. He was glad
of this motion, which enabled the Govern-
ment to produce more papers than might
otherwise have been procurable. The
policy of 1865 between both countr.es re-
specting the defence of Canada still ex-
isted. The despatch respecting our de-
fence did not certify the amount of the
force to be kept in Canada. The Imperial
Government reserved to itself the right of
deciding where its forces should be
stationed, and what disposition should
be made of them for the benefit of the
Empire. Now the recent policy of Eng-
land had been one of concentration. The
despatches soon to be laid before this Par-
liament would show that, notwithstanding
the withdrawal of the troops, Britain still
stood pledged to defend this country
(hear, hear).

Mr. F. JONES said that all the recent
acts of Great Britain--her whole policy,
in fact, showed there was no disposition
whatever to abandon her responsibility for
the defence of Canada. This discussion
was therefore quite irrelevant, it being cal.’
culated to throw injurious doubts on
Britain’s intentions and immemorial policy.

A message from His Excellency was
read notifying the House of the appoint-

_ment of Hon. Joseph HOWE, in the place

of Hon. William Macdougell, C. B., to act
with the Speaker of the House of Commons
as Commissioner under the Act respecting
the internal economy of the House.

The House then adjourned at 5:05 p.m.
till Monday next.

THE SENATE.
Moxpay, February 20th, 1871,
The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS.
A petition was presented from the
Dominion Board of Trade, praying for the
repeal of certain duties on coal, fiour, &ec.




53 Address to

Also, a petition from C. W. Taylor, of
the city of Ottawa, praying for employ-
ment in the Senate,

Hon. Mr. ATKINS laid on the table a
return of all honds and securities registered
1Qn the Department of the Secretary of
State of the Provinces.

_Hon. Mr. TESSIER gave notice of mo-
tion for a return of certain papers respect-
ing the arbitration between Ontario and
Quebec.

Hon. Mr. RYAN gave notice of motion
I return respecting copyrights,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST al-

lowed his motion respecting Fi i
isherie,
stand over until to-morrow, 8 reries to

fo

ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—J rise for the
burpose of moving, in accordance with the
notice on the ‘paper, that an address ot
congratulation be presented to His Ex.
cellengy the Governor General on his
elevation to the Peerage of the United

must be ity i

In the feeling of satisfacti i i
e oy o slaction to which this

" ression. His !
services have extended over g.::ic:\ilse;gt:
of the world, and every one must be aware
that they have been of a distinguished
igxture. The honour now conferred upon
I we may safely conclude, has been
tglll‘;en him in consequence of hisservices in
h lg country ; and we have, therefore, pe.
o JAT 1ason to be gratified. With {hese

few words I be 1
ing address £ leave to move the follow.

“We, Her Majesty's faithful
%‘;ﬁ dal‘O}fal subjects th)(; Senate of
16“2 e In Parliament assembled, beg
the exo approach Youy Excellency with
b Pression of our sincere congratula-

on Your Excellency's elevation to

4 ] cy may lon

w\}r:;c 1::o enjoy the distinguished hyonoug
e our Sovereign has been pleased so

&raciously and go worthily to bestow.”’

" Hm:;flqr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—It
jus%l:, ylng to me to second the motion
eral ‘ggd by the Hon. Postmaster Gen.
EXc.ellen e mark of distinction which His
to his ¥, 088 received is due
sbility in  the diseharge

In the Government of the

1]))f hig duties
. -dominion, [ find, on referring to the re-
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cord of hisservices,that he was elected very
many years ago, as member for the County
of Javan. He was Joint Secretary of the
Treasury from 1841 to1844. Subsequent-
ly he.became Chief Secretary for Ireland
from 1852 to 1855, and High Commission-
erof the Ionian Islands from 1855 to 1859.
We next tind him Governor of New South
Wales, where he remained from 1860 to
1867: and then Governor General of
Canada since 1868. I may perhaps ap-
propriately add to these remarks that he
has been true to the motto on his arms:
 Robort prudentia prestat.”

The Addrbss then passed unanimously,
and it was ordered that it be presented to
His Excellency by such members as are
members of the Privy Council.

The House then adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Moxpay, February 20th, 1871,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3-10.
p.m.

After Routines.

Mr. CRAWFORD ¢N. Leeds), in the
absence of Mr. Abbott, introduced a Bill
to amend the Acts respecting Banks and
Banking.

Mr. DUFRESNE introduced a Bill
to facilitate the incorporation of the insti-
tutien Credit Foncier.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS laid on the
table the charter of the Royal Canadian
Bank. v

Mr. CARTWRIGHT introduced a Bill
for the better protection of navigable
rivers.

Mr. MILLS introduced a Bill to render
the members of the Legislative Council
and Assembly of the Local Legislatures in-
eligible to seats in this House.

Also, a Bill to provide for the Extradi-
tion of criminals of other countries.

Mr. IRVINE presented the final report
of the Hochelaga Election Committee,
declaring Hon. Mr. Dorion, the sitting
member duly elected, and the
petition against his election, ¢ frivolous
and vexatious.”

In reply to Mr. Blake,

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said it was
not the intention of the Government to
introduce this session a measure for the
trial by Judges of controverted elections.

THE RED RIVER EXPEDITION.

Mr. STEPHENSON asked whether any
portion of the Volunteer force at present
stationed in the Province of Manitoba hae



55 Red River

been, or is likely soon to be, recalled from
there, and if so, what battalion is to be
reduced, and to what extent ; and if both
are to be reduced in what proportion is
the reduction to be made ; also whether in
the announced land policy any portion of
the public lands in Manitoba will
probably be allotted to the Volunteers
now in that Province, andif so, what pro-
bable quantity per man, and under what
conditions such allotments will be made ?

Hon. Sir GEO. CARTIER replied that as
early as thebeginning of January last the
Government considered the expedience of
maintaining the two battalions. They de-
cided all but two companies should be dis-
banded about the first of May. Each
company was to have three officers, a
captain and two lieutenants.

Some Member—And a Chaplain.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER— Who said
Chaplain? (Laughter.) He supposed it
was the member for Gloucester, who, with
others had made a great ado about a Chap-
lain. The House would hear moreabout it
before the Session closed. The companies
would be maintained for six months,
and six months longer if the Government
considered their retention necessary. The
volunteers who remained in the new Pro-
vince would receive free grants; how
much land he could not say now. The
volunteers who would not remain would be
carried free to their homes.

Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the men who
obtamed their discharge since the 2lst of
panuary, would receive free grarnts like the
others.

Hon. Sir G. CARTIER—AIll will receive it
who remain in the country. Any men of
the depot companies who might like to go
there would receive free grants.

In reply to Mr. MASSON, (Soulanges),
8ir George Cartier repeated his remarks in
French.

DUTY ON COAL.

Mr. MAGILL asked whetherit is the
intention of the Government, during the
present Session of Parliament, to make
any alteration in the Tariff, by which the
copsumers of coal imported from the
United States, may be relieved from the
present burthensome duty, levied upon
that article ?

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he was
quite certain the hon. gentleman was too
experienced in parliamentary aflairs not to
know that that question cou.d not be an-
swered till the Budget was brought down
{laughter). He was also certain that the
hon. gentleman had by this question gained
his end (laughter).

Mr. Stephenson.
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CANAL COMMISSION.

Mr. MAGILL asked whether, as a Com-
mission had been appointed to report upon
the question of enlarging the canals of the

Dominion, 2nd generally to inquire into the -

best means for the improvemest of our in-
ternal water communication, it is the inten-
tion ¢f the Government, at an early date,
to place any information before this House
respecting the progress made by the said
Commisgion ; and if such information is
to be furnished, will it be in the shape
of a report from that Commission, or an
announcement of the pnlicy of the Gov.
ernment on the subject of canals.

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN said the Commission
had made considerable progress, and
would probably report at an early day.

FISHERY CORRESPONDENCL SUBMITTED.

Hon. Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD laid on .

the table the correspondencerespecting the
Fisheries, asked for a few days ago by the
motion of Sir A T. Galt. In answer to
him the Hon. Premier made the following
explanations. He said it was the inten-
tion of the Government to take the same
steps for the protection of our Fisheries
during 1871 as had been lately adopted
and now existed. After the cancelling of
the Reciprocity Treaty, it would be re-
membered, the Canadian Government
thought fit to assert its Fishery rights.
While preparing to doso, communications
were received from the Imperial Govern-
ment that would appear in the papers now
before the House, to the effect that there
was a probability of fresh proceedings for
the renewal of the treaty; and it was sug-
gested, in view of this fact, that the Am-
erican fishermen should be allowed to
fish in the same unrestrained way as be-
fore. The Canadian Government repre-
sented that they thought such a course
would be unwise; that it was better to
proceed at once to the assertion of our
rights; that to allow our rights to remain
in abeyance would be an apparent surren-
der of them, which would increase the
difficulty of their subsequent asser-
tion, Her Majesty’s Government having
strong opinions on the subject, and the
Canadian Government desiring to act in

accord with them, a regulation was.

made at once asserting the rights, and ex.
empting American fishermen from incon-
venience during that season. That was
accomplished by requiring them to take
out license on payment of a nominal fee.
The Nova Scotia Government made a strong
protest against our going so far; but also

preferring  to stand in accord
with the Imperial (Government,
they  acquicsced in  the concession
i and  arrangement made.  Subsequent-
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ly, as was known, the fee was mcreased,
but still, to a very moderate extent, only
to $l.00', and that was merely for the pur-
Pose of again asserting our claims and
again showmg that we really did intend

to  protect our fisheries and
that it was not to be considered that the
establis

hment of a nominal fee was at all
What Canada considered to be the value of
her fisheries. In the following season, the
license was again increised, but the Gov-
ernment found that the American fisher-
men were altogether disregarding the reg-
ulations, and were continually trespassing
In our waters. The number of licenses
issued, steadily decreased every year, yntil
at last, he might say,they ceased alto’gether
and American fishermen fished in our
waters without obtaining any permission
_wha.tevex:. In 1866, there were 354 licenses
issued ; in 1867 there were 281; in 1868
f’hey had decreased to 56,and in 1869 to only
25. In other words, the American fisher-
Ien insisted on fishing in our waters with-
out giving compensation. The license
system was found to be g, failure. In con-
Sequenee of this state of things, the Cana.

ian .Goveynment resolved to do away with
the licensing systom and to exclude for-
eign hshgrmen from our waters, preserv-

or Majesty's Govens
esty’s Go -
:'{lel:lt and they agreed wikal tge Can;’gfz:ln
Jovernment to maintain, asbefore, a naval
Squadron in our water to aid in the ro
tection of our fisheries. It was thoupgh{:,
by the Imperial Government that in ad.
dition to the material and moral support
:v!':a received in the protection of ourrights,
Iat We ought to aid that squadron our.
selves. We theref.re Placed a marine
police of eight vessels in our waters, to act
In accord ‘with Her Majesty’s ' uad-
ron, Her Majesty’s naval o cers
:gmmandmg the united squadron. Under
beles new arrangement, our fisheries had
o tl; on the whole exceedingly well pro.
undes tgnd it was admitted by those who
Iy e od the subject, and were special-
A, ﬁshl‘ee_ted in the reservation of our
s ha;li;es for our own fishermen, that
cis Yt een protected in the most effi.
en manner during the past season, and
showPaPel‘li, when brought down, would
" OW much we owed to the zealous
Er’u ent and discreet course of Her Ma.jesZ
yos naval officers. 1t was known to the
resuse that since the treaty of 1818, with
tioi\):(;:a to our fisheries, that other ques-
d arisen a8 to the geographical

tion g f?li :1;1' fisheries and the _construc-
0 the o reaty itself. Now, with regard

United élt;sggn of the renunciation by the

Dite forever of the right to fish
g}xthm three imiles from ou%- shores,
ére could be no dispute. ere
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was no question raised by the American
Goverement. There was, however, the
question commonly called the headland
question, which was an important one. By
concert with Her Majesty's Government,
andin order to secure the material aid and
support of that Covernment, it was arrang-
ed that, for the present, the question of
headlands should be placed in abeyance ;
that was not actually enforced. At the

Correspondence.

same time, it was arranged between
the Canadian and Imperial Gov-
ernments, and the Imperial Gov-

ernment and the Government of the
United States, that this right was not to
be abandoned in any way, notwithstanding
that it was at the time not actually
pressed. But, he might say with regard
to all questions relating to the Fisheries
Her Majesty’s Government and the Cana-
dian Government had been quite in ac-
cord, and the Imperial Government had
given positive and repeated assurances
that not one of our rights should be aban-
doned or surrendered (hear, hear). If
was, however, obvious to the Canadian
Government that it was exceedingly in-
convenient that we should have rights, or
supposed rights, that remawned a dead
letptgr—that these rights, especially as
regarded the geographical question as to
what portions of  our waters were
included within the terms of the
treaty should be defined, and it was
exceedingly important that any remaining
questions or doubts as to the actual a:nd
true meaning of the headland question
should be brought to an end. It was, of
course, exceedingly inexpedient that we
should be continually asserting our rights
and-at the same jtime be unable to en-
force them. If we had a right we should
know it and enforce it, or receive com-
pensation for its abandonment. The Im-
perial and Canadian Governments there-
fore had a good deal of correspon-
hemce en this peint, and it resulted im
his colleague—Hon. Mr. Campbell—going
to England on that and other matters, and
the papers would show that the Canadian
Government requested Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment to open communication with
the Government of the United States on
the  headland  question for the
purpose of establishing the limits of
exclusion from our shores, &e. It was de-
cided that it was to be done by a Mixed
Commission, on which Canada was to
be represented. Canada also requested
that the Commission should sit on this
side of the water. In due time, Hon. Mr.
Campbell got a favourable communication
stating that in consequence of the request

- of Canada, that application would be made

to the United States Government. In
proper time, when Her Majesty's Govern
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ment thought it was advisable to take the
necessary steps, they communicated with
the United States Government, and it was
arranged that there should be a Commis-
sion, to be composed in the first place of
three representatives on each side. The
three named by Great Britain were the
British Ambassador, Earl de Grey and
himself (Sir John A. Macdonald). The
American Government cheerfully assented
to the proposition, and expressed a de-
sire to widen the questions to be decided
between the two Governments, Eng-
land assented at once, and at the sugges-
tion of the United States, the Commission
was increased to five on each side. The
five were Earl de Grey, Lord Tenter.
den, Sir Stafford Northcote, Prof. Bernard
and himself (Sir John A. Macdonald).
Thus the case stood, and, as he said before,
in the communications which had paseed
between the two Governments, no rights
of Canada would be surrendered in any way,
without our oonsent, and without that the
present action of the proposed Commission
would not be conclusive (applause)

Hon. Bir A. T. GALT sajd he would like
to have the correspondence brought down
Lefore the departure of the Premier.

Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD said he
would endeavour to have it submitted to
the House without delay.

Hon. 8ir A. T. GALT having moved for the
correspondence between the Dominionand
Imperial Governmentssince February, 1870,
on the subject of the Fisherios and of the
proposed Imperial and United States’
Joint Commission. "He questioned the Pre-
mier 1n regard to the character of the
papers.

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD sald a good
many papers were omitted because marked
by the Imperial authorities ¢ confidential,”
The Government had applied for permis.
sion, by cable, to submit all the papers.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Is the Order in,
Council of 1866, brought down ?

Hon, 8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Yes.

Mr. JOSEPH DUFRESNE asked if the
action of the International Commission
would be confined to the Fisheries, or
would it embrace other questions, such as
the indemnity for the Fenian raid.

Hon. Sir JOIN A.MACDONALD gave an
account of the organization of the Com-
mission. The original idea was the settle-
ment of the Fishery question.  Af-
terwards in acquiescence with
the proposal of the United States
the (‘“‘Alabama’ matter was included.
Then the Canadian Government urged the
inclusion of the claims arising out of the
Fenian raid. The correspondence on this
subject was still proceeding. * He had not

Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald.
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seen the ipsissima verba of the Conimission,
and could not tell how much it would
undertake. All he knew wuas that a des-
patch had bien received from England
conceding the Canadian d¢mands, and
giving Canada representation on the
Commission.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Was the Canadian
Government consulted as to_the enlarge-
ment of the Commission’s functions ?

Hon. Sir JOHN A MACDUNALD—No.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the Caradisn
claims arising out of the Feniun raid were
to be submitted.

Hon. Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD
could not answer that positively. They

said they had a claim and asked the Im-

perial Government to make it on their
behalf. The first proposal for the widen.
ing of the sphere of the Commission came
from the United States, as it could not
well have come from the Imperial Govern-
ment. They wisely consented, however,
and so0 with mutual agreement all ques.
tions between the Governments were to be
considered.

Mr. MACKENZIE said the letter of
Secretary Fish, proposing the enlargement,
was limited almost entirely to questions
arising from the war. He (Mr. Mackenzie)
did not see there was any room for the
Honourable Premier's expcctation, that
the United States Government would
listen to the Canadian claims as to the
raid.

‘Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said surely
it must be seen it was not probable Mr.
Fish would propose the entertainment of
those demands.

Mr. MACKENZIE—Of course not.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Therefore
he simply proposed what he wanted. But
Sir E. Thornton's letter covered not only
the Fishery question, but all questions in
dispute between the United States and
the British Empire. Its words were
quite wide enough for that inference,

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they had no
evidence the claims had ever been urged
on the United States Government.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The
question was first as to the Fisheries.

Hon. Sir A.T. GAL confessed that, in his
opinjon, the correspondence between Mr,
Fish and the Imperial Government did
not cover the Canadian claim (hear,
hear). The first letter of the British Min-
ister at Washington, however, contained
general terms which led to the conclusion
the Commission might cover everything.
But a correspondence must be taken as of
the two parties, and the most important
letter that passed between the two parties
was that of Mr. Fish, which, as he read it,

s
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related solely
the late war

Fishery

to the ciaims arising out of
- However, he quite under-
) remier’s inability to state
DPositively w}lxsther the Canadian claims
v ~r.would not be considered by the
Llf])mrplssmn. But he hoped the lea.d);r of
;cv e(i eGovernment would .ake such steps as
necessary to ascertai
woma s not.y scertain whether they
Mr. MACKENZIE said that if it h

; ad

been tha intention of the Dominion Goy.-

of private individuals, in con i
Vthe consideration of the Alagsztiogl;ivrﬁ?
fiey received an official answer that their
Wwishes would receive attention, A large
expenditure Wwas ineurred by the threats

itself. The Cana-

demmnity for that r
pressed thatclaim,

Hon. Mr, HOLTON saiq the ¢ i
2 ues
ﬁz\: arose, whether the statement Iof t(;?lrrl
P r?is’h r((aiqmred by Earl Kimberley, wag
shed by our Government. If that

statement haq been sent—.

Several Ministers— It hgg gone,

Hoq. Mr. HOLTON saj

when it was sent, and the mattey should

33 :vriiluded among the papers now brought

Hon. Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD sai
i{x_am object of the papers related todt%:
isheries, The Canadian Government did
urge the Fenian claims, but they could
not be expected to produce the Papers on
present, because he did

Mr, BLARKE said the Premi
. er ought to
1;33\17:1\?{)113% the subjects of the Comn%ission
coneary :«’i at least in g0 fur ag Canada wag
. were probably
States, and our igno-
M Was unsatisfactory,

r. MACKENZIE gave notice that he
:;)rl;id move on Wednesday for all the
mem;Spondence with the Imperial Govern.
o on the subject of the Canadian claims

Sompensation for the Fenian raid.

IN TERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr, M1,
of the nu‘mIb;S then
lonial Rai]
In the. p

moved for a statement
er of days each of the Interco-
way Commissioners was engaged
erformance of the duties of his
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office at the seat of Government and on
the line of Railway in 1870 —Carried.

Correspondence.

DEFENCE.

Mr. MASSON said he would not move
for the correspondence respecting the
military expenditure and defences of the
Dominion, since the information was or
would be included in papers promised in
accordance with other motions.—Dropped.

THE ST. CLAIR FLATS CANAL.

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for correspon-
dence and papers relative to the canal
built by the United States Government
on Canadian territory at the St. Clair
Flats or Walpole Island. - After referring
to the position of the matter in 1866, he
sail he had no doubt the canal was wholly
within our territory. That was the opinion
of all the mnavigators and engineers who
had surveyed the route, among the latter
Gen. Msade. He trusted that in this,
as in every other matter in dispute
between the States and Canada, our Gov.
ernment would not yield up anything
except upon the best grounds (hear, hear).
1f this canal be conceded they would be
absolutely without a channel on this side-
of Walpole Island, the land boundary ; and
1t would be impossible for Canadato send
a vessel from lake to lake through our
territory, as there was no other chan.
nel with six feet of water we could call our
own.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
the Government had not lost sight of the
matter, being quite aware of its very great
importance. ~ 1 hey werenow in correspon.
dence with Her Majesty’s Government on
this subject. The correspondence not
being completed could not be brought
down, and that portion producible might
frustrate their object,

Mr. MACKENZIE said perhaps, then,
he should let the matter stand. He
thought the Minister of Public Works
could have answered the question, as he
had gone with a war vessel through
the canal and taken possession ofit (laugh-
ter).

‘The motion was allowed to atand.

HARBOURS OF REFUGE ON WESTERN
LAKES.

Mr. OLIVER moved for the corres-
pondence relating to the harbours of
refuge on Lakes Huron and Erie, since
the last returns were brought down.—(ar-
ried,

NORTH WEST INDEMNITY CLAIMS.

Mr. BODWELL moved for a return of
the claims made upon the Dominion
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Government consequent upon the insurrec.
tion in the North West Territories.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there
could be no objection to the fullest infor-
mation on the subject. The claims em-
braced in the motion were of different kinds.
A considerable number had been fyled, a
portion of which would be found in the
public accounts, others had come in since
the close of the fiscal year and been paid,
while some were yet before the Board of
Audit. There was another class which it
had not been in the power of the Govern-
ment to deal with—those of the refugees
who had suffered very considerable loss
and inconvenience of different kinds. The
most formidable was in behalf of the Hud:
son’s Bay Company (ironical cheers). The
Premier stated last session that the claims
of the refugees were not considered,
because the manner of compensation had
not been decided on. It had always been
the endeavour of the Government to
secure ‘compensation. The claims
would be submitted to them, and
it was the intention of the Govern.
ment to prepare a measure of compensa-
tion during the present Session. When
the Manitoba Bill was passing through the
House, the claims of Dr. Schultz, who had
been ruined by the troubles, and those of
others of similar experience, had been
brought before them. (Sir Francis
here read a paper signed by Dr. Schultz
creditors, stating that should he be enabled
to pay to the amount owed them, they
were prepared to furnish him goods to the
extent of his ordinary purchases in the
same form as before, and thus enable him
to resume his business). The debtor’s
account, or amount claimed was within a
mere trifle of $70,000, which he (Sir
Francis) did not think a very reasonable
one. There wers thirty claims in blank
for want of data, being those of individuals
rendered destitute. Dr. Schultz stated
that with $500 he would undertake to pay
their expenses and send them back to the
country. The claims of Dr. Lynch
amounting to $300 was also preferred.
Having ascertained Dr. Schultz had been a
considerable loser,and that the Government
was prepared to assent to the principle of
compensation, he advanced a sum of
money to that gentleman’s creditors for
the purchase of some stock. He received
$500 for other refugees and $300 for Dr.
Lynch. He (8ir Francis) was personally
responsible for these sums. Believing the
sentiment of the IHouse was in favour of
these claims (hear, hear), and knowing
the Government assented to the principle
he had acted as he described. He had
- under the circumstances, to take a consid-
erable amount of responsibility. Eleven
thousand dollars was the sum paid to the

Myr. Bodwell.

N. W. Indemnily
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creditors of Dr. Schultz. This was a pay-
ment made, for which he was personally
responsible to the Bank of Montreal. The
sum, of course, was not.in the public ac-
counts (hear hear).

In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE, Hon.
Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said thcere was no
doubt compensation would be given,
but the manncr of giving it was not decid-
ed upon.

Mr. MACKENZIE read from an Imper-
ial Blue-Book a report of a question on

the subject of compensation, and the
answer of the Premier thereto, to show
that the Government, last session

tock a different view of the matter from
the present or used language to justify
that impression. This fact could be
gleaned from the report in the Blue
Book, garbled and imperfect as it ws,
which had been taken from a pretended
official report published by a well known
Ottawa journal, which wasnot last year at
all reliable in mattery of this kind. For
all that, however, Le thought that the
version of the Premier's remarks given
was in this case to a certain extent reli-
able, and it showed a difference of the
kind he had mentioned.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD
thought the hon. gentleman was not quite
correct, ashe had stated these claims must
be paid by somebody ; but he was net pre-
pared to say from what sources. That
they were due he had no doubt.

The motion was carried.
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. STIRTON moved for a statement of
the salaries and wages of engineers and
staff of the Intercolonial Railway, up to
January 1st, 1871.—Carried.

IMPERIAL LEGISLATION FOR MANITOBA.

Mr. BLAKE said he observed from the
reports in both the local and Yoronto
papers that the Hon. Premier had in-
formed the House the other day that he
had taken into consideration the con-
stitutionality  or legality of the
proceedings  that had passed in
reference to Manitoba in  this
House, and that he had communicated
with the Imperial Government upon the
subject. That in accordance with that
communication a draft of a Bill to be sub-
mitted to the Imperial Parliament had
been prepared and was to be sent to Eng-
land by the next English mail. That Bill
was to affect the Manitoba Act, and also
to make provision for the government of
that country in the future. He could not
nelieve it was possible that the hon. gen-
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tleman could have fully considered the
matter when he intimated to this House
that it was his attention to send for the
action of the Imperial Parliament a pro-
posed measure affecting the rights and in-
terests of this country in the North West,
without first submitting it to this House
and obtaining its assent. (Here the hon.
member sketched the events preceding

and connected with the passage of ihe

Manitoba Act in order to show the right of
the Canadian Parliament to be consulted

-Previous to the action of the Imperial au-
-thorities). He maintained that the leader of

the Government had no right to saythat he
would send home by the next mail
a measure which might not be approved
by this House, to be converted into an
Act of Parliament which would be irre-

‘voeable. The House had a right to know, |

and he insisted that they should know,
and have an opportunity of formally de-
ciding upon the prudence or imprudence
of the action of the Government. They
had suffered enough from past blunders
and mistakes with reference to this North
West Territory, and Parliament must take
1o itself the responsibility devolving on it.
What they had done in the past they
might to a certair extent revoke, but

ght be done by the Imperial Par-
lisment “was irrevocable. If the hon.
Pr_emler.did not submit the measure to
this Parha!pent he (Mr. Blake) would fol-
lovsf up this motion by another one by
which he would test the sense of the
House on the question.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD believed
‘the despatch to be transmitted to England
would meet with the approbation of the
House and of the country. The one
doubt he had was a technical one—
whether Government could properly place
on the table here a Bill which was o be
laid before the Parliame

nt of England.

I he found that it was one of that n%ture,
:?veer commlt(llnica,tion itself and the an-
wou show in every respect

zhat the measure was d.eg,ignedp to
®, and the hon. gentleman would
4Ye an opportunity of bringing up the
question if the scope of the correspon-
dencg did not meet his views or the views
of this House. At any rate the whole
substance of the Bill, excepting the mere
e would be laid before the

The motion was carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

wiir. MACKENZIE wished to know in
t state the Reports of the Departments

If they were brought
day it might save hon.
cessity of moving for so

OWn at an early

6

Jor Manitoba. 06

many returns. Last year and the year be-
fore there was mouch annoyance and hind-
rance to the pultlic business caused by the
delays in bringing down departmental
reports, especially the report of the Post
Office Departraents.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—The Re-
port of the Militia Department will be
ready within ten days from this time.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—The Report of
the Public Works Department will be sub-
mitted in a few days.

Hon. Mr. MORRIS and Hon. Mr. TIL-
LEY replied to the same effect for their
Departments.

The House adjourned at 5.25 p. m.

»

SENATYE.

Tuoespay, Feb. 21,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.

THE FISHERIES.

tion. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST
said that it was his intention to have
brought forward the motion of which he
had given notice on a previous day, in ref-
erence to the correspondence between the
Governments of the United States and
Great Britain on the subject to the Fish-
eries. Since he had givennotice he found
that the Government had elsewhere laid
on the table a very voluminous report on
the subject. Under these circumstances
he wished to know whether the Senate
would not take advantage of those com-
munications without having a special mo-
tion made for the printing of the decu-
ments, When the papers were printed
they could be submitted to the House,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that it would
certainly not facilitate matters were the
honourable gentleman to meke his motion
at that time. The Government would
submit all the papers in their power to
bring before the House. Those papers
were now in the hands of the printer, and
would be ready as soon as practicable.
When they were examined honourable
gentlemen could ask for any other infor-
mation that they might desire.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said that it was
his intention to have made & motion in
respect to the mission of the Honourable
Postmaster General, but he understood
the documents would be found in the re-
turns to be submitted. When the papers
were printed, it would be seen wﬁsthor
any other information was required. He
did hope that his honourable friend would
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be able to give a personal explanation,
sooner or later, of his important mission.
Hon.Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST said
that he had no doubt the Hon. Postmaster
General would willingly give any informa-
tion asked by a member of the House.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the
Report which he had the honour of sub-
mitting to His Excellency was among the
papers now in the hands of the printer.
When those papers were in the possession
of tha House he would cheerfully give
any further information that it would be
in his power to afford.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said that if the
Government did not bring these papers
formally before the Senate, they would not
appear in the journals.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he was not
willing to adopt the plan proposed as a
precedent hereafter. It would be a quasi
waiving of the constitutional right of the
Senate. He would be quite satisfied,
however, with the assurance of the Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries, that these
papers would be laid on the table.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL had no hesitation
in giving the assurance. The motion of
the hon. member (Ion. Mr. Letellier,)
could stand over for the present.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the
papers would appear in the Sessional pa-
pers, after the reference to the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing.

The notice of motion was allowed to
stand.

COMMITTEES.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL moved, and Hon.
Mr. MITCHELL seconded, that the tollow-
ing be the Standing Committees ot the
Senate for the present sesssinn :

That the Hon. Messrs. Aikins, Allan,
Archibald, Botsford, Bourinot, Dever,
Dickson, Duchesnay, Ferrier, Flint, Guev-
remont, Hazen, Letellier de St. Just,
Macdonald, Northup, Ulivier, Perry, San-
born, Steeves and the mover be appointed
a Committee on Standing Orders and Pri-
vate Bills, with power to examine and en-
quire into all such matters and things as
may be referred to the said Comamittee, to
report from time to time their observations
and opinions thereon, and to send for per-
sons, papers and records.

That the Hon. Messieurs, Archibald, Ben-
son, Bill, Bureau, Chapais, Churchill, Fer-
rier,  Foster, Hamilton (Kingston),
Kenny, MeDonald, McMaster, Macpher-
son, Malhiot, Mitchell, Robertson, Ryan,
Simpson, Skead, Smith, Tessier, Wark,
- Wilmot, and Wilson, be appointed a Com-
mittee on Banking, Commerce and Rail-
ways, for the present session, to whom

Hon. Mr. Botsford.
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shall be referred all Bills on these sub-
Jjects.

That the Hon. Messieurs. Armand, Ben-
son, Botsford, Burnham, Christie, Dickey,
Dickson, Duchesnay, Dumouchel, Hamil-
ton (Inkerman), Letellier de St. Just, Mec-
Clelan, McDonald, Macpherson, Mactar-
lane, Miller, Mills, Mitchell, Ryan, Sey-
mour, Shaw, and Tessier, be appointed a
Committee to examine and report upon
the Contingent Accounts of the Senate for
the present session.

That the Honourable Messieurs Aikins,
Bureau, Burnham, Dumouchel, Ferguson,
Holmes, Locke, Olivier, Reesor, Sanborn,
Simpson and Skead, be appointed a Com-
mittee to superintend the Printing of this
House during the present Session, and
to act with the Committee of the House
of Commons as a Joint Committee, on the
subject of Printing.

That the Hon. Messieurs Allan, Blake,
Bourinot, Chaffers, Chapais, Cormier, Fer-
guson, Hazen, Lacoste, Leonard, Locke,
MacFarlane, Malhiot, Miller, Mills, Odell,
Panet, Reesor, Steeves and the mover,
be appointed a Committee to assist his
Honour, the Speaker, in the direction of
the Library of Parliament, so far as the
interests of this House are concerned, and
to act on behalf of this House as members
of the Joint Committee of botk Houses on
the Library.

The motion was carried.

It was ordered that a message be taken
by a Master in Chancery to the House of
Commons informing them of the appoint-
ment of the two last mentioned Commit-
tees. - '

The House then adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

*
Tuespay, Feb. 21, 1871.

The House met at three o'clock.
THE CENSUS ACT.

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved for leave to-
introduce a Bill, intituled **An Act to
amend the Census Act.”

In reply to Mr, Mackenze, Hon, Mr.
DUNKIN explained the nature of the
Bill. It was therein proposed to bring in
all the territory for census purposes, not
now included in the Dominion, The
census of British Columbia would there
under be taken. That was to say, the
Act should be extended to Manitoba and
British Columbia. The same principle as
to mode of proceedure and details, now in
operation as to the Dominion, would apply
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to those distant Colonies. With respect
to the time of the census-tiking, it was
provided in the Bill, that the census
I;xlght be taken any tims between the 1st of
May and 30th of September next. It was

Physically impossible the census should |

!)e takgu in certain remo
in April next.

vided for the collection of information at

times apart from those occupied b

I the
ianuxperatlon. Other changesp of moie or
ff)i-s, importance—of detail-~were providgd

Mr. MACKENZIE said the isions

the' Bill were excellent, Onepﬁzagnzv::‘
omitted. Was it intended to take the
census of the North West Indians?
_ Hon. Mr, DUNKIN.
intended to obtain all ¢

ble respecting the I
tory. .

mote regions, early
Machinery was also pro-

—Certainly. It was
he information possi-
naians in our terri-

Motion carried.

RETURNS.

Hon Sir F. HINCKS brought down re-

turns of all expenditure
of unforeseen gx ihe o head

of Hon. Mr. Campbell’ issi
1and, and of al] pbell’s mission to Eng-

1 expenses, etc,, connected
gll?;rthe exportation of the ,deprecia.ted

THE SILVER QUESTION.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON remarked upo,
*absen‘ce of det}ails in the statexlr)xerxlltt?:
specting the coin ; there was nothing to
show the manner in which the oxpenses
%rose, or the parties therein concerned.
‘ nformation as to the quality or purity of
the coin was also desirable. The mere
£ross or summary statement was not suthi-
-clent,

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said with
;egard {o the fineness of the silver in the
6w coinage, the order in Council of 1867
act) :ﬁn quoted because it described ex-
o n{;. ehn_eness and value of the silver
sameg}ie;; which was to be of exactly the
rofony eness as the British silver. The
s C® to that order in Council was
oy merely to _establish the fineness,

e actl_lal order in Council was to the
-same effect and could be furnished if re-
g\ured. With regard to the details an
fgreilmgnt to pay at the rate ot 1] per cent
cor all silver exported, was made in order to

h‘i;er charges. I!; was calculated that at
sion ratte. . Weir would make aCommis-
o & i per cent out of the operation. It
ity ought to be safer to do this than to
regardatny rigks. In point of fact, with
N 0 that portion of the silver export-

s e (Hon. Sir Francis Hincks) happen-

penses ; of the expenses |
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: ed to know that the principal bank engag-
ed in carrying on the operation,—he
! referred to the Bank of Montreal—had
| increased their rate of commission. They
| would not go on at the rate they first
agreed on with Mr. Weir. There were a
great variety of liabilities and responsibi-
ities to be incurred. For instance, some-
| times, a package turned out to be short
or spurious coins were found in it. Mr
Weir's profit after paying all charges,
amounted to five-eights of one per cent.The
express charges, the bank commission, the
brokerage in New York and charges of that
description were paid by the Government
and +charged to Mr. Weir in the account,
making up this 1} per cent he was to get.
I'he only other charges were the charges
in England which were chiefly freight, and
the Bank of Montreal Commission and the
l expenses on the silver it was found necessa-
l
1

ry to send to England, owing to the impos-

sibility of selling more in New York after
! the market there was glutted. He had
! not the slightest objection to bring down
' these returns, but he did not think it was
| necessary.

' Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he supposed
the matter would be referred to the Com-
mittee on public accounts and the details
could be submitted there. The amount
seemed to be very large to him
—$118,000, and it did seem to him
that they should have the details of so
large an expenditure furnished to the
House. Part of that expenditure seemed
to have been incarred in New York, part
in England, and part in this country, but
there was an entire absence of details as
to names of persons to whom the money
had been paid, and of details generally.
The hon. gentleman would see that
this $118,000 constituted more than 1§ per
cent of the gross amount; therefore,
there must be some further statement to
be made to the House before they could
come to a thorough understanding of the
matter.

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the difference
between the total amount of the cost of the
exportation and the total amount of the
jssue arose from the loss in the sale.
of thesilver in New York., There would
be be no objection to giving further infor-
mation if necessary.

THE DEFENCE QUESTION.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT called attention
to the absence of papers connected with
the mission of Bon. Mr. Campbell to Eng-
land, which he expected would have been
brought down. The present papers con-
tained the gistof all produced yesterday.
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and, however interesting, were not all that
were required.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER, after an ex-
amination of the papers, admitted they

Honour to the

were deticient, stated they were made up !
without his knowledge, and promised the

remainder would be produced within ten
days, as soon as they could be copied.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT hoped the Govern-
ment would look at the returns before
transmitting them to the House, so as to
avoid similar mistakes.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER promised
his attention to the matter.

ELECTION BILL.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave
notice that he would introduce an Election
Bill.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Sir JOIIN A. MACUONALD moved
concurrence in the report of the Special
Committee appomted to select the Stand
ing Committees.—Carried.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD also
moved the re-appointment of the Library
Committee which, mn the main, was the
same as last year.

Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to
the anomalous position of the Library
officers, some of whom were under the
Senate and some under the House. Some
recerved remuneration from the Upper
House in consideration of services ren-
dered. The Library should be placed
under the control of a General Committee,
the same as the printing. Let there be
no duplicating of salaries, which gave rise
to confusion. The Government last year
promised to consider the matter.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ac-
knowledged bis responsibility for the de-
lay, excusing himself, however, on the
ground of severe illness towards the end
of last session. 'The required amendment
could only be secured by the adoption of
the hon. gentleman's suggestion. It would
be well to move an instruction to the pres-
ent Committee to report on the manage.-
ment of the Library, the salaries of the
officers and so forth (hear, hear).

‘The motion was agreed to.

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was
then granted permission to withdraw his
imperfect return respecting Hon. Mr.
Campbell’s mission to England.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that
the public accounts, the return of the ex-
portation of the depreciated silver, and
that relating to the unforseen expenditure

Hon. Sir A. T. Galt.

[COMMONS ]
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, be referred to the Committee of Public Ac-
i counts.—Carried.

Governor General.

HONOUR TO TIIE GOVERNOR GENERAL.

Hon. Sir JOIIN A. MACDONALD moved
that an address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, congratu-
Inting him on his elevation to the peerage
of Great Britain. He said he had no doubt
the House would cordially ddopt this ad-
dress, and convey to His Excellency, in .
fitting terms, its congratulatory compli-
ments on the high honour conferred upon
him. He had not been long here; but he
(Sir John) -believed he had won golden
opinions from every one, at all events,
from all who had been able to follow
clearly his course. All agreed he had
been a constitutional Governor in the best
sense of the term. His services to Her
Majesty did not commence in this coun-
try. He had hasl a long lhiffe of parlia.
mentary and officisl experience, Ilis Jx-
cellency had had the great advantage of a
varied experience both as a representative
of the people and an Execcutive Officer of
the Crown. In all those positions he had
won cordial and continuous approval from
his first entrance upon public life. He
went into Parliament for the county in
which he resided, and represented it 20
years. Thus he hud a thorough training
as a representative of the people.
As a reward for his services he re-
ceived practical proof of the contidence
of the Government by an important
office in the Government of his country.
Thus hereceived the advantage of training
in the administration of a government
founded upon free constitutional princi-
ples. He also held, later, a high and im-
portant position in the colonial service as
Lord High Commissioner in the Govern-
ment of the Ionian Islands, and as Gover-
nor in Australia. He thus learned how to
deal with great Colonial questions, as his
previous experience had taught him how
to discharge the duties of British Parlia-
mentary life. We were therefore of one
accord as to his just claims to the high and
distinguished honour Ier Majesty had
conferred upon him. He would, there
was no doubt, be delighted at thismark of
our gratification at his good fortune. Since
this honour was conferred, Her Majesty
had bestowed another which, all things
considered, must be more gratifying, préud
as was the position of & Peer of therealm
—namely, the honour of the appointment
of Lord Lieutenant of the country, which
he represented twenty years. (Cheers.)

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had much
pleasure in seconding the motion. He
quite concurred in all that had been said

respecting His Lordship the Governor



"8 Honour to the

[FEBRUARY
General. It w .
leges we had as one of the great privi

enjoyed of late years to live
under the administration ofya constitu-
tional Goverpor., The benefits of such a
:ﬁstt_ﬂn We were able to appreciate from

€ inconveniences previously experienced
fom one of an opposite character.
had not been troubled with any of the
evils of arbitrary authority or unconstita.
tional administration during the term of
His Excellency Lord Lisgar. He (Mr.
Macker_me) need not say anything further
In praise of that nobleman, as’ we all
acknowledged the facts Just mentioned by
the hon. gentleman Opposite. We ail
agreed in the eulogies pagsed by the hon
Pret'merZ and he cordially seconded the
motion just submitted (cheers).

Hon. Sir GEO. g CARTIER, i
. . K ma fi
appropriate _remarks, supporte(,i thaé rr?(‘z
’}t,llpn, complimenting His Excellency on
15 faithful, Cconscientious, and highly

3 r Majesty.
twas. our pride, our Pleasure, anijl ogr
great interest to live under his administra
tion. The manner in which he per-
formed hig functions left nothing to

be desired (cheers). The hon, and gallant

then appoint,
draw up the address which was? il;nﬁe?ﬁat?

ly presented in the following form,

TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
GENERAL.

May it Dlease Your Excellency :

We, Her Majesty's dutiful a

. nd ] -
Jects, the_ Commons of the Dom?i?étiugf
anadsa inp Parliament assembled, be

our elevation to the Peerage of
Irolang. Kingdom of Great Britain” and

We Tecognize,

beloveq Sovar: In this gracious act of our

8n, the appreciation of

; t of your mature
t and Jong exparience of public
The motion wes unanimously adopted.
THE SUPPLINS.

On motion of Hoxn, gir FRANCIS

We
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HINCKS, the House took into considera-
tion the address of His Execellency.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced
the Supply Bill, and gave notice that he
would move the House in Committee on
Friday next, for the purpose of consider-
ing the measure.

Governor General.

INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Mr. STEPHENSON asked whether any
recent changes have been made in the
mode of receiving payments by the Inland
Revenue Department, and what the na-
ture and object of such changes have been
and whether these have resulted satis-
factory ?

Hon. Mr. MORRIS replied that certain
changes had been made that had worked
well and satisfactorily. It had heretofore
been found impossible to guard against
loss by collectors by the system of receiv-
ing security from them. For instance, at
Montreal the collector receiving a salary
of $1,600, collected $919,000 for the year
ending 30th June last; the collector at
Toronto, $410,000; and the collector at
Windsor, $524,000. Heretofore all these
8ums  passed into the hands of the collec-
tor. The change had been a simple one,
and yet it was one that he believed would
pbrove completely effective. It was the:
substitution of accepted checks or drafts
on the banks in favor of the Receiver
General, so that all sums exceeding $500
—that being the maximum rate fixed on—
would pass directly from the hands of the
collector to the Receiver Geperal, thus
diminishing the chances of risk to the
Government.

Mr. MACEKENZIE—In other words,
copying the plan adopted by the Crown
Lands Department in the old” Province of ]
Canada.

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said he adopted the
system in use with reference to slide dues
and other Departments of the Govern-
melnt, and he was happy to say it worked
well.

The House adjourned at 4:20 until to-
morrow-~to-day being a public holiday.

THE SENATE.

TaurspaY, Feb. 23, 1871.
The SPEAKER took the chair at three
"olock.

NEW MEMBER.

Hon. Mr. PANET was sworn in as one
of the n&.enators of the Dominion.
INSPECTION LAWS.
Hon. Mr. RYAN presented a petition

¢}
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from the Dominion Board of Trade, pray-
ing for the passage of an Act to consoli-
date and amend the existing Inspection
Laws.

Routine

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. WARK gave notice that he
would move for the sppointment of a
Special Committee for an enquiry into all
matters connected with the survey and
location of the Intercolonial Railway since
the appointment of the Commissioners,
with power to send for persons and papers.

ARBITRATION.

Hon. Mr. TESSIER allowed his motion for
papers connected with the arbitration be-
tween Ontario and Quebec to stand until
the following day.

THE FISHERIES.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST, in
again allowing his motion to stand over,
hoped  that all the papers referring to the
question would be among the returns to
be submitted to the House.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the
Government would bring down all that
they were at liberty to submit.

COMMITTEES.

On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL,
the name of Hon. Mr. Miller was added to
the Committee on Private Bills and Stand-
ing Orders; and that of Hon. Mr. Renaud
to the Committee on the Library of Par-
liament.

The House then adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Taurspay, Feb. 23, 1871.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.
: PETITIONS.

Several petitions were recerved.

Mr. WORKMAN, presented a peti-
tion from the Montreal Board of Trade, for
a genersl inspection law; and one from
the Montresl Corn Exchange, against
the grain and flour duties, and
setting forth the propriety of throwing off
duties on the necessaries of life, in order
to render this country a cheap one to live
in.

N REPORTS. D)

Mr. HARRISON presented the frst
Report of the Committee on Private Bills.

Hon. Mr. Ryan.

[SENATE]
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Mr. MACFARLANE presented the first
Report of the Committee on Standing
Orders.

Hon. bir FRANCIS HINCKS3 presented
the first report of the Committee on Pub-
lic Accounts, recommending the reduction
of the quorum to seven members. The
motion for its adoption was carried.

A similar proceeding took place in re-

spect of the Committee on Banking and
Commerce, and of the Committee on
Private Bills. ‘

BILLS INTRODUCED.

‘Mr. MACFARLANE moved for the in-
troduction of an Act to amend the Rail- -

way Act of 1868.

Mr. YOUNG moved that a notice be *
sent to the Senate informing them that
this House had consented to the joint ac- -
tion proposed with a view to the appoint-
ment of a Joint Committee on Printing.—

Carried.

Mr. HARRISON moved for leave to in-
troduce a Bill to extend the right of ap-

peal in criminal cases.

Mr. BLAKE moved for leave to intro-::
duce a Bill to secure the independence of |
the Senate, '

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. '

A message was received from His Ex-
cellency, thanking the House for their:
loyal address, and their promise to devote !
their earnest attention to the subjects. -
submitted in the address for their consider- ‘i
ation. :

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION.

On the submission of supplementary.
papers to those recently brought down on
the subject of the fisheries, and Mr. Camp-
bell's mission to England. .

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT intimated his dé*-
sire to proceed with his motion to-morro®:.

Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
he had ne objection to fixing that day. A3
would be seen by the cable despatches and;
other advices, it was necessary he shoul®
leave for Washington immediately. :

Mr. BLAKE asked if the papers would;j
be ready in print to-morrow, and if the:
Premier could give any further informatio®::
respecting the scope of the Commission.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD replied
that the papers would be printed in Eng. .
lish by to-morrow, and that he was in "l
position to give the information inquir e
for. The cable despatches showed th#':
the English Ministers were maintaining ™
reticence on this subject. :
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Routine
GRAND TRUNK RATLWAY.

.ﬁ’lt’- JONES (North Leeds and Gren-
A t‘?) asked whether the Government has
lni ituted any inquiry or iuvestigation in
relation to the numerous accidents which

:;’16; Lately c:;:cul:-red on the Grand Trunk

i Y; and the great irre ularity con-
ilected Wwith the del%very of fhe ma}i'ls by
P at road ; 8lso whether My, Brydges,

resident of the Grand Trunk Railway is
still €mployed by the Government as One
of the Commissioners for the construction
of the Intercolonial Railway'?

Hon. My, LANGEVIN—The returns requir-
d by law 2and the regulations of the Grand

runk leway Company, have been made
regularly, and no complaint having been
made to the Government, and nothing
gnusual, under the law, appearing to the

Overnmeng, po investigation has taken

Dlace, As for ‘the irregularities in the
dellvery of the mails I

ith respect to the last, I may say that

) dges i oy
Governgergh? s still employed by the

SUPREME COURT BILL.

In reply to Mr. Blake, Hon. Sip ¢
A. MACDONALD said  the Government
under consideration the subject of in-
troducing during the DPresent Session, a
n:;elf.:;lre for the creation of a Suprex’ne

CLERGY RESERVES.

Mr, THOMPSON (Ontario)—Agk 1

[ N ed when

the remamder_ of the return to an Address,
Of April last, ag to the amount ac.

from “the saleg

of the, Clergy Re.

%“i‘;"ﬂ I Upper Canada, since the iyct 18
paid b, hap, . 8 statement of amounts
Canad:ch Wunicipality annually, in Upper
respact} 20d the amounts now due to them
".l{’ Chively, under the autherity thereof
IH be laid befope the House. ’
ren it FRANCIS HINCRS said that
™ will be geng down very shortly.

PATEN T ACT.

Bt during the Present session to
Bill to amend the Patent Act.

POSTAGE ON NEWSPAPERS,
emNFrm.eEtEiEORME asked whether the Gov-
down any n 24 during this Session to bring

Y Meagure for the abolition of Post.

[FEBRUARY 23, 1871,
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age on newspapers published in Cavada,and
sent to subscribers in Canada ?

Hon. Sir JOUN A. MACDONALD re-
plied that it was not the intention of the
Government, this Session, to bring dewn
any such measure. The revenue of the
Post Oftice Department had been consider-
ably diminished by the reduction in the
rates of postage, the Government did not
feel themselvesin a position to make any
further reductions.

THE FAMINE IN. $FRANCE.)

Mr. FOURNIER-Whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to ask for an
appropriation in aid of those who are guf-
fering from the famine caused by the dis.
astrous war which has desolated France ?

Hon.Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD replied,
that this was a subject which had been
under the consideration of the Govern-
ment for some time. Some weeks before
the tall of Paris, the subject had been
brought before Government as one of
interest not only to Canada, but to the
whole world—it was now of world-wide
interest. The Government did not propose
to ask this House to vote any money for
the purpose, but as far as in their power
lay, they would follow the example set by
Her Majesty’s Government in England
and by the Government of the United
States. The Government in England
had put the whole transport service at the
dispesal of the people of England for the
transportation of ~ the 1most munificent
contributions they were now sending to
the relief of the suflering people of France.
It was the intention of the Canadian Gov-
ernment, with the consent of Parliament,
to ask for aid in the transmissjon of any
contributions from any part of Canada for
the purpose.

BAY VERTE CANAL.

Mr. BURPEE asked whether the sur.
veys and report of the same, of the propos.
ed Canal between the waters of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence and the Bay of Fundy (so
important to the trade of the Dominion)
will be completed in time to admit of its
being laid before this House &t its present
Session ?

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN—The survey is
not yet completed. The surveying and
engineering party is expected back about
the 10th of next month, and we hope to
be able to obtain their report in time to
submit it te the House before the end of
the Session, :

WITHDRAWAL OF TWENTY CENT COINS.

Mr. CHEVAL asked whethpr itis the in.
tention of the Government to adopt such
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measures as may appear to them expe-
dient, to withdraw from circulation the
silver twenty cent coins, which are a nuis-
ance to the public, as we have now in cir-
culation twentyfive cent coins ?

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS replied that
the Government had taken the only steps
it was possible for them to take with re-
gard to the withdrawal of these iwenty
cent pieces from circulation. He might
observe that when it became necessary to
get an_additional supply of small silver
coin, this subject engaged the attention of
the Government, and they were of opin-
ion that the twenty-five cent coin was the
best to circulate, and they were fully sensi-
ble of the disadvantage of having two
coins in circulation so similar in appear-
ance and so nearly alike in value. It was
deemed advisable, however, to go on with
the issue of the twenty-five cent coins,
because there happened to be but a
small amount of twenty cent
.coins in circulation. The banks were in-
structed 10 accept them and never to re.
jssue them, and, therefore, it depended
on the public to have them withdrawn,
He was very glad to have this opportunity
to state, that the Government wers 83 de-
sirous, &s they could possibly be to co-
operate in every way with the banks in
withdrawing these twenty cent coins from
circulation.

THE FISHERIES, &c

[COMMONS.

Hon. Sir A.T.

Tn reply to aquestion from
on the paper,

GALT, respecting his motion
for correspondence between t Dominion
and the Imperial Government since the
1st of February, 1870, on the fisheries and
the proposed International Commission.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said
that there was little to relate on these
subjects at present.  The corres.
pondence brought down  showed
that a Commission was asked for, for a
specified purpose, by the Canadian Gov-
ernment, in regard to the Fisheries. The
Imperial Government promised to commu-
nicate with the United States Government
on the subject, and did so, with the result
all were aware of. The changes subse-
quently adopted at the instance of both
Governments were already known. No-
thing beyond the letters between the
ministers of London and Washington
could be preducedat present.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT complained they
had not got any correspondence since
Tarl Kimberley's report, and little after
the date of 1866. However, the matter
was coming up to-morrow.

Hon. Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD— Yes. |

Mr. Cheval.

Arbitration. 80

THE INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY.

Mr. JONES moved for a return of the
names of persons who have tendered for
contracts on the Intercolonial Railway
since the 19th of May, 1869. He said his
object was to gratify the public expecta-
tion. The general impression throughout
the country was that there was a great,
reckless expenditure connected with this
undertaking, that incompetency as well as
extravagance were the order of the day
(laughter and cheers). The expenditure
in connection with this railway was enor-
mous a few years ago, but in 1870 it ex-
ceeded all preceding years, being for en-
gineers and so forth $306,681. He moved
for details as to the letting of all the con-
tracts since the 19th May, 1869, the sal-
aries of employeson the road, and other
information in regard to it, including the
rates per mile of the different contracts.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said a large por-
tion of the information asked for was
already before the House. The rest would
be brought down.

THE PROVINCIAL ARBITRATION.

Mr. BLAKE moved for correspondence
between the Canadian and Quebec and
Ontaric Governments, touching the
Provincial arbitration and award.

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU hopei the hwn.
gentleman would amend his motion so
as to make it include a ocopy of the joint
address of both Houses of the Local
Legislature of Quebec to the Governor
General on this subject. The address was
a very strong protest against the award
being considered as anything but one il-
legal and unjust.

Mr. GODIN moved in amendment to
gtrike out all the words aiter the werd
tgward” in the main motion,so as to imply
a disavowsl of confidence in the decision.

Mr. FOURNIER moved in amendment
to the amendment, the following addition,
assuming the excision of the lat-
ter portion of Mr. Blakels motion,
« and that the following words.be substi-
& tuted in their stead: And representing
« to His Excellency that in the gpinion -
« of this House the question relagive to
« the division of the debt betwe®n the =
« Provinces of Ontario and Quebec having
« been submitted to and adjudicated upon
« py {wo arbitraters, only one appointed
4 by the Dominion Government and the 7}
«other by the Government of Op- i
«tario, in the absence of the arbi:
« trator appointed by the Government :
¢ of Quebec, their award is not bind:
«ing upon the respective Provinces.” ‘§
He said that he desired on that occasion
to register his protest against this award- '}
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The Province of Quebec was unanimously
against this award, Al lawyers knew that
when arbitrators were appointed, the pre-
sence of all at the hearing of the case
Was essential to any valid award. He
went further, believing, with the Quebec

remier, that the award, too, should be
Unanimous. It was for Ontario to adopt
any possible violation of the present diffi-
culty (hear hear.)

Hon. 8ir JOHN 4. MACDONALD said
he could not take any action in the mat-
© ter at Present, of the kind asked by the

amendments, or any affirming the validity
or invalidity of the award, But the Gov.-

érnment had no objection to bring down

all the bapers, including thoge asked for
by the Premier of Quebec, The amend.
ments were premature, The House did
not officially know thag the award was the
decision of  the Arbitrators, The papers
must be put on ‘the table, The best mode
of dealing with this subject was to excise
from the main motion its last part, leav.
ing the matter to be considered after the
submission of the papers,

Mr. JOULY said it was well known that
on four different, dates, the Government of

uebec protested against the g cision of
the_arbimtora, a.ndg han one

Provincial

Government had or k
interfere. If it had, the subject was suffi-
ciently important to i
ference, if they had

a proper regard for
he peace, wellfare a o B

1 nd good-understand.
lng betwpen the Provinces that composed
the Dominion, and the Federal Govern.
ment ought, if not to interfere, (in case of
&% doubt ag to its power), a° Jeast, to sus.
Pend the proceedings ; a3'" if it could do
1t should now show that it would
at least attempt to do so, Bug they had
t roughout shown a lack of interest in
the matter. He protested against the
ﬁourse Which the Dominion Government

ad taken in thig matter, A course which,
certainly, whatever might be their powers,
Was calculated to jead to difficulties.

Mr. BLAKE wag satisfied that if the
question Wwere found to be within the pro-
N nce of this House, and if they had power

O deal with 1t, they would do so In the
n Mpartial manner, He could not
otglr:ﬁig With his honourable friend’s motion
this 1 Simple ground, that he believed
1o rier 22 independent of the law, had

Tight to deal witp this question. How-
le, or undesirable it might be,
stﬁ o powerFto do so, an
: mpt it. For that reason
his honouraple ﬁgsnd’s motion was ane
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which should not receive the assent of the
House. He could not agree that the lat.
ter part of his motion should be excised,
and if the honourable member was deter.
mined to have it done, it must be by the
decision of a majority of this House,
Under the circumstances of the cage, it
was the duty of the Government, as far as
necessary for the adjustment of the debt,
to assume that the decision of the arbi-
trators was valid until it should be decided
to be otherwise, and they should have the
tinancial arrangements based on that
award, and he would not agree to have it
refused unless by a majority of the House.

Hon. Mr, DORION could not agree with
his hon. friend that this was & matter with
which the House had no power to deal,
By them the arbitrators were appointed,
and they had a right to say whether their
award was right er not, This was, in fact,
their plain duty, and they should either
ratify or annul the decision of the arbi.
trators. He believed it was illegal for
two of the arbitrators to come to & deci-
sion in the absence of the third, and he
thought the Government were deserving
of Sensure for the lack of interest which
they had displayed in the matter. If they
Would not do their duty, it remained for
the House to take up the question, and
settle it at the earliest moment possible.
It was of the highest importance to the
Dominion at large that it should be settled
before the approaching elections.

Mr. MAGILL said the cause of the ab.
sence of Judge Day was simply his in-
ability to get the other two arbitrators to
agree with him. It he could have done
that, there would have been no difficulty
at all. It was a question of law, and this
House had no power to deal with if,

Mr. HARRISON agreed with the previ.
ous speaker, that this House had no power
toadjudicate on the question, If the House
could constitute themselves a bench of
Jjudges, they could not be said

to be quite
impartial. * ‘Some of them must be
advocates as well as judges. He objected

to having this matter sprung on the
House without notice, and to discussing it
at all until the papers were brought
down.

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said he was
ready to defend here what was done in
the Quebec Legislature; butthe members
for Bellechasse and Hochelaga should not
bropose or try to do here what was not
done in that Legislature. It was unjust
to bring up and try to secure a decision
or action upon the merits of
the question, without previous notice,
or the submission of the Papers. The
award was illegal and unjust, and Lower

would never submit to it, It was
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not only a legal but a political question,
for upon its decision depended the stabil-
ity. of Confederation (hear, hear). He
would vote against the motion of the mem.-
ber for Bellechasse. The Dominion Gov-
ernment are bound to act upon this arbi-
tration question ; for the subsidy payment
would be based on some view of the ques-
tion. He would go further than the member
for Hochelaga, and say Quebec would not
submit to an unjust awsrd from any human
authority (hear, hear, and ironical cheers).
He repeated that sentiment, and affirmed
that Quebec was unanimous on this peint.

Hon, Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER—Yes,
yes.

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU would vote
against the amendment of the member for
Bellechasse because it was premature. He
would vote for the motion of the member
for Joliette, because it would do away with
the objectionable part of the motion of the
member for Durham. : '

Mr. GEOFFRION said the objections of
the Premier of Quebec would have some
force, if the question were a decision upon
the events of the arbitration. The amend-
ments were not premature. Information
was not so much needed as pretended, for
everybody, even so far North and West as
Manitoba, knew the manuer in which the
decision was rendered. The simple ques-
tion was, as to the legality or illegality of
that decision. After all the information

Provincial

elicited on this\ subject, the Do-
minion Ministers  were  unready
to pronounce an opinion on the
subject. He believed the decision illegal,

and was ready to proceed with it at once,
though so many other Quebec members
were without any opinions thereon,

Mr. JOSEPH DUFRESNE tlz(i)ﬁed' to
the charge of unreadiness directed against
himself and other Quebec members. He
was ready with his opinion, but other
members were not, and preferred waiting
for a better opportunity of expressing it,
namely : when all the papers were brought
down, and all the members were in pos-
session of the facts.

Mr. GEOFFRION suggested to the hon.
gentlemen an accommodation of their
differences. Let him ask the member for
Bellechasse to let his motion stand for the
present, and he would probably do it.

Mr. DUFRESNE—Let him do it then.

Hon. Dr. BEAUBIEN criticised and con
demped the amendment of the member
for Bellechasse, and argued in favour of
the suspension of judgment and action on
this question till all the papers were hefore
the House.

Hon, Mr. IRVINE hoped his hon. friend,
after he had heard this discussion, would

Hon. Mr. Chauveau.

[COMMONS |

Arbitration, 84

withdraw his motion and re-intrednce it
at some more opportune time., Apart
from the reasons given against the intro-
duction of the amendment by the hon.
member for Bellechasse, he thought it was
hardly fair to ask this House to pronounce
an opinion on the question, without any
notice whatever having been given, and
introducing it 0o, we might add, as a
surprise to a motion which no one would
have supposed would have led to an
amendment of the kind. The mo-
tion was an unusual one, and
was rarely tolerated by the House.
He was far from admitting that this House
was competent to settle the question at
all—that it was the proper tribunal. He
was certain even the movers of the amend-
ments would not quietly submit to an
expression of opinien upon a substantive
motion contrary to the spirit ef theirs.
An appeal from a decision of this Parlia-
ment, considered unjust by Quebec,
would doubtless be sought.

Hon, Mr. DORION—What is the proper
tribunal ?

Hon. Mr, IRVINE was not called upon
to decide ; he was merely speaking as to
the improper tribunal. (Hear, hear.) He did
not deny that an expression of the opinion
of this House might be in order. So far
as the award was to be acted upon by the
Dominion Government—so far as they
might have to treat it as legal or illegal—
they would have to be responsible to this
House for their action, and the House
would pronounce upon it. He agreed
with the amendments of the member for
Joliette. They should certainly support the
amendment to the motion of that hon.
gentleman, 80 as to exempt the House
from the expression of any premature opin.
ion on the merits of the question. They
should not ask the Government in any way
to act on the award at present. He did
not admit it was valid, nor did he believe
any part of it should be recognised or
treated by this House as legal. He hoped
the hon. member for Bellechasse would
consent to withdraw his amendment,which
he must see could not possibly carry.
(Cheers.)

Hon, Mr, BLANCHET argued that the
motion was not at present in proper form,
as it appealed to a House at present ill-
informed, and it would be a great deal
more prudent and in order if the hon.
member for Bellechasse would withdraw
his motion.

Mr. FOURNIER rejected the idea, that
want of information was any defence for
the unreadiness of the hon. members to
proceed with this question at present.
Every one in this House was well aware
how the case stood at presemt. All the
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chts.:hhdeeen made public in both Pro-
mobtdin. © Was certainly determined to
the 81 expression of the opinion of
g Oglse on his motion, The question

not as to tl};e merits of the arbitration,

The debate was adjo 1
ouse rose at six o’cloc‘l’(.umed, and the

\.
THE SENATE,

Fripay, February 24, 18m,

o’ch'ggk ‘SPEAKER took the chair at three

MESSAQGE.

A message was received fro
; € m the Hous
:f Commong informing the Senate of thg
Jppqmtment of & Commitiee toactas g

omt i ¢ i i
o iago;;l;xttee Tespecting the Library of

NEW MEMBRR,

Hon. Mr, CHURCHILL wag ;
“HI int;
by Hon. Messrs, Mitchell ang Milfgxfiusgg
took the customary oath, ’

PETITIONS,

Petitions were Presented fro
rom ¢ -
trea_l and Quebeo branches of thlelae %Iig?e

Bociety, rayin i
A g for the abolitj
duty on Elbles mported by the IS%?:igf:yt.-he
COMMITTEES,

0 on Rtand;
ors and Privatg Bills, asking th:?dtgg

| d to seven, 'The motio
carried for the adoption of the repolrtf:

POSTMASTER GENERAL'S REPORT.

o MI CA_M l“ R
annug} T Pbresenied the
ment for lpsor(g.‘)f the Post UOffice Depart-

me:‘EGIBLATIVE PRINTING.
88 s receivad from the House
of Commons Informing the BSenate ofohhe

[FEBRUARY 24, 1871,]

Ontario & Quebec. 86

appointment of & committes to act as a
Joint Committee on the Legislative Print-
ing.

THE ARBITRATION BETWEEN ONTARIO
’ AND QUEBEC.

Hon. Mr. TESSIER said that the motion
which he was now about to make, directed
the attention of the House to a matter of
very great importance, namely: the
arbitration between the Provinces of
Quebec and Ontario. A feeling now pre-
vailed throughout the Province of Quebec
that a great injustice had been done to that
section of the Dominion by the award of
the arbitrators appointed under the Brit-
ish North America Act: The amount at
stake was very large indeed, and if thoge
who had studied the question had made a
correct calculation, the Province of Que-
bee would have to pay ten or twelve
millions of dollars according to that award,
whereas she was not justly bound to doso.
The award was in favour of another Pro-
vince which would receive the benefit of
the amount which was taken away from
Quebec. Tnstead of a division of the debts
and assets which would give on any basis of
bopulation or any other fixed and equitable
principle something like ope half of thoge
debts and assets to each Province, there
Was actually a differance of seven or eight
millions made in favour of Ontario as
against the Province of Quebec. If such
were the case, no one could deny that a
great injustice had been inflicted upon
Quebec, or fail i0 understand why the
I%eople of that section felt so aggrieved.

he results of such a sentiment might
lead to very grave public inconveniences.
The Confederation of ‘the Provinces
had been necessitated to a large
extent by the state of things which
existed between Upper and Lower Ca-
nada previously. Every one knew that
parties were 80 closely divided that gov-
ernment became impracticable, and it was
one of the objects of Confederation to re-
move all causes of discontent between
Upper and Lower Canada. The system of
Confederation had, so far, equalled the
anticipations of its promoters—the results
had been most satisfactory to all sections ;
and it would certainly be very unfortunate
were the prospects of the harmonious
working of the union to be marred by any
untoward causes arising at the present
time. Now, when it was known that such
dissatisfaction prevailed in Quebec—
that both branches' of the Legis-
lature complained unanimously of an
injustice that had been done to that
section, and asked that that award be set
aside—the House should earnestly con-
sider what was best to be done to remedy
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a difficulty which might assume most dan.
gerous proportions. What was the proper
remedy it was not for him to say, but all
must agree with him as to the necessity of
convincing the people of Quebec that the
Parliament of the Dominion would not be
a party to perpetuating any injustice. He
(Hon. Mr. Tessier) for one believed that
there was patriotism enough in the Pro.
vince of Ontario to refuse to sanction in-
justioce to any Province. The representa-
tives of the Maritime Provinces might
not be 8o deeply interested in the question
as Ontario or Quebec, but nevertheless
they were equally interested in the har-
mony of the Union, and would not fail to
consider the question in the interests of
the whole Dominion. 1f it could be shown
that there were real and palpable errors in
the proceedings of the arbitrators, he had
no doubt that some remedy would be
iound on reference to some higher author-
ity. 1t was to be regretted that the inten-
tions of those who framed the clause in the
Confederation Act, bearing on the question,
had not been more elearly defined. The
only clause in the British North America
Act, referring to the question was the
142nd, viz: ¢ I'he division and adjustment
of the debts, credits, liabilities, properties
and assets of Upper Canada and Lower
Canads, shall be referred to the arbitra-
ment of three arbitrators, one chosen by
the Government of Quebec, one by the Gov-
ernment of Ontario and one by the Govern-
ment of Canada ; and the selection of the ar-
bitrators shall not be made until the Parlia-
ment of Canada and the Legislatures of On-
tario and Quebec have met, and the arbitra-
tor chosen by the Government of Canada
shall not be a resident either in Ontario or
Quebec.”” If that reference was compared
with other references in similar cases, it
would be found that unanimity was meant,
and that in cases where the majority of arbi-
trators could decide, the reference was con-
strued differently. Inthatclause there was
nomention made of an umpire. In any ar-
bitration, whether for public or private
purposes, where it was necessary that a
majority should decide, 1t was mentioned in
the conventien that one of the arbitrators
should sct as an umpire. So far as the
clause went, the three arbitrators were
treated alike—as equal in power and au-
thority ; and when reference was made to
the arbitrator, not resident in Ontario or
Quebec, he wasstyled “arbitrator”’ simply,
not ‘¢ umpire.” By reference to the Treaty
of Ghent, in 1814, it would be seen that
Commissioners were appointed to fix the
boundaries of the respective countries
interested. The Commissioners were to
meet at St. Andrew’s, New Brunswick, and
if they should agree their decision was to
be ¢“final and conclusive, ” but in the
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event of the two Commissioners differing
upon all or any of the matters referred
to them, or in the event of both or
either of the said Commissioners refusing,
or declining, or willfully omitting to act
as such, “they were to make joint or sepa-
rate reports, stating the grounds of their
opinions ; and then the British and Am-
erican Governments agreed to refer the
reports to some friendly Power or State,
to be then named for that purpose, and
who shall be requested to decide on the
differences.”  Then, again, reference
might be made to the Canada Trade Act,
Imperial Statute 3rd Geo. IV, ch. 119,
intended to settle certain difficulties
of Trade, as  connected  with
the levying of duties, between Upper
and Lower Canada. Hera it was provided
that Commissioners should be appointed
as well as an umpire in case of difficulty.
Again, reference might be made to the
Commussion for the arrangement of the
Cregon questionin 1863; an umpire wasalso
tobe appointed n case of a difference of
opinion. At the present time, there was a
High Commission about to sit at Washing-
ton; and, in that case, unanimity must
prevail, it its decision was to be final
and conclusive. It would be seen how
peculiar was the position of the three
arbitrators in question. If they had come
to different conclusions, would each have
madse a separate report? Would each of
those reports, in that case, have prevailed ?
No provision, in fact, was made for an
umpire to decide, in the British North
America Act. Buf he could go further
and say that, the arbitrators did actually
differ from each other, as to the parti-
cular basis to be adopted for the division
of the debts and assets. The arbitrators
had a very important duty to perform,
and so far as the arbitrator for Ontario
was concerned, he had the confidence of
his section of the Dominion, and of the
whole Confederation as well (hear, hear).
That hon. gentleman was well qualified to
perform the duties entrusted to him. Ifany
thing ocould be brought to his charge, it
would only be as Tallyrand said to his am-
basadors‘‘pas trop de zele,’ not too much zeal.
He had worked patriotically for his section,
and had succeeded so well as to obtain an
award giving Ontario more than had been
previously claimed for her by her advo-
cates. As respects the arbitrator for
Quebec, his reputation had been won at
the bar and on the bench, and stood deserv-
edly high throughout the Province.
people of Quebec felt that their interests
were secure whilst he remained on the
arbitration. But the appointment made
by the Dominion was not so fortu-
nate, Ifsome gentleman of high stand-
ing had been chosen out of the

The -



89 Arbitration

D"mﬂ; in Great Britain for instance, it
:;gn, to :}10 certainly given more satisfac-

Sections of the Confederation.

The hgentleman Who was actually appointed
::lght have been supposed to be competent
. © time, but it was to be confessed that
the circumstance had the effact of shaking
at confidence reposed in him at the out.
Bet. It was to be regretted that he had
:ccepted subordinate employment in one of
C):)e departx.nents of the Government of the
nfed.erat';lon, and thereby lessened confi.

Quebec,

. . it appeared from the
{)ﬁmte(_l opinions of the arbitrators that
oy did not agree in opinion. For in.
Hon. Mr. MacPherson said :

in Ontario, Now,

; for when liabilities have to

plest, and is undoubtedly the m
ditious mode; but from th
advanced up to this time,

In the absence of

08t expe-
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1 do not see my
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i:mcﬁa of Quebec, as he only wigshed tg
ttw:s perfeictly correct he would
i resolutions proposed and
Unanimously adq in tﬁe pmonth of
Y both the branches of

e Legisla
tions 5 s:l)a rtg(lil‘? of Quebec, Those resolu-

vince of Ontario,
at whi 4
rof Wh}}: Messrs. Gray

and from the fact
i . (;md MacPﬁxers&m
ti £ ) consideration the rela-
vi;;f:::ﬁml- Positions of the. two Pro-
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having been incurred in one or the other
section of the Province of Canada from the
period of the Union to Confederation ;
that the said pretended award is further
unjust, inasmuch as the division of the
credits, properties and assets of the late
Province of Canada does not even proceed
upon the same basis and principles as
those which appear to have been adopted
in relation to the division of the balance
of the debt, and does not rest upon any
principle whatsoever, but is purely arbi-
trary and tavours the Province of Ontario, "

On that occasion the hon. gentleman who
acts as Treasurer of the Provinee of Quebeo,
Mr. Robertson made some lengthy re-
marks, in the course of which he said :
“ By the present award the debt of Que-
bec was put at $5,006,327 and Ontario
at $5,593,673, the latter half a million
less than she admitted owing, and the
former many hundred thousands more
than she was convinced was right.
Quebec took the ground that the old
Upper Canada debt should be taken off
the common debt of ten millions and a
half, and the balance divided between her

and Ontario, on such principle as
might be decided upon by the
Arbitrators. In dividing the assets, Que-

bec had been awarded only about $4,000,-
000, and Ontario, $14.000,000." If such
were the case, as there stated, then he was
sure a feeling of indignation would arise
evenin the Province of Ontario, to set
aside the award. When Nova Scotia com-
Plained that an injustice had been done
ber, the Parliament of Canada came for-
ward and remedied the injustice. Every
disposition had been shown to conciliate
all sections of British America, and bring
them mto the Confederation ; and under
those circumstances he had no doubt that
the claims of Quebec would receive all the
consideration to which they were entitled.
Now as respects the legal point, he would
say that it was an understood principle be-
tween private individuals, between cor-
porations as well as countries, that a proper
consent must be given. The province of
Quebec took only its existence by the Con-
tederation Act, and could not strictly be
said to have i)een a party comsenting to
that reference to arbitrators mentioned in
the said Act. We had yet to learn what
rules were adopted for the adjudication
of the questions atissue. None apparently
were adopted when one of the arbitrators
resigned. The two remaining arbitrators
had no jurisdiction to proceed in the ab.
sence of the other. This was a well settled
doctrine. See Domats Civil Law by Cush.
ing vol. I, No. 1110, * Arbitrators can-
not judge unless they are all together,”
Another reason which made the award so
unsatisfactory, was the fact that the arbi-
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trators refused to admit the claims which
were properly raised by Quebec. Upper
Oanatfa, at the time of the Union, had s
debt of $6,000,000,whilst Lower Canada had
actually & sum to her credit. The arbitra.
tors refused to enter into the considera-
tion of that claim, and why ? They argued
because the Union Act had been brought
forward on high political grounds. if those
grounds existed in 1840, when this country
had not the benefit of responsible Govern-
ment—when it was not supposed that
equal justice was to be meted out to all
portions of the Provinces, was the same
maxmm to prevail now? He hoped that
there was not a feeling in the (‘onfeders.
tien, that’ would ¢ on high politieal
unds,” make the Province of
&bec pay ten millions whilst o
mister  Province  would only pay
half.  On the contrary,
committed formerly, there was no reason
to perpetuate it, or make the injury now
aotualf;'egreater than the first.

Mr. Justico Day expressed himself at
page 22 of his pamphlet as follows :

“It is matier of history that TUpper
‘4Canada, whatever her undeveloped re-
“ sources may have been, was in a condi.
‘ tion of great financial embarrassment,
“in 1841, and it is not too much to say
“ that she was rescued from a calamitous
¢ orisis by the union with Lower Canada.”

It was stated in the life of Lord Syden-
ham, pp. 1334, upon the authority of
the Parliamentary Papers of 1840, that :

¢ In the suammaer of 1839, Upper Canada
¢ was on the eve of bankruptcy, with an
“annual revenue of not more than
¢ £78,000. The charge for the interest of
¢ its debt was £65,000, and the permanent
“ expense of its Government £55,000
‘“more, leaving an annusl deficiency of
% £42,000 while the want of a seaport
% deprived it of the power of increasing
“its revenue in the usual and least oner.
“®us way by the imposition of duties *
“* * and the ruinous expedient
“ which had been adopted of "late of
*“ paying the interest of the public debt
‘“out of fresh loans could no longer be
¢ repeated.”

The Imperial Government to help Up-
per Canada out of the * condition in which
¢ it was impossible to continue,” brought
about the union of Upper Canada and
Lower Canada.

And again Lord Sydenham in his letiers
of 20th November and 8th December,
1839, pp. 144, 150, says :

“ The finances are more deranged than
““we belisved even in England. The
¢ deficit £75,000 s year, more than equal to
¥ the inoome. All publio works suspended.
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“ Emigration going on fast from the Pro
‘vince. Every man’s preperty worth only
“ half what it was, The T'nion offared
“ the only means of recruiting its finan-
‘¢ ces by persuading Great Britain to help
“the Upper Canada Exchequer.”

The foregoing extracts, to which others
equally stron%1 might easily be added, shew
how urgent the necessity was, from which
the Union relieved the Upper Province.

The true rule to have adopted was to give
every one his due—we should not take from
one man to give toanother. Thatrule which
prevailed between individuals should hold
good in the case of nationsor sections
of countries.  But it might be said that
there was a partnership in fact, and that
we should have to consider the position
of the two Provinces, since the union, and
particularly the fact that Quebec had
derived larger advantages than OUntario
from the union. Now, looking at the facts,
he held an opinion directly the reverse,
The Province of Upper Canada. in 1841,
had a population of 465,000 souls, and
Lower Canada 663,000, 'Ten yesrs after-
wards, in 1851, Upper Canads had
increased her population to 952,000,
while that of Lower Canada was 890,000 or
62,000 less than that of the sister Province.
Was the increase the result of natural
growth? No, it was brought about by Im-
migration, stimulated by the expenditure
of large sums of public money in the con-
struction of Public Works m Upper Cana.
da.. It was urged that the Public Works
were beneficial to Lower Canada. He ad.
mitted that to be the case, but at the same
time they had been doubly advantageous
to Upper Canada. It was well known tha
the Union between Upper and Lower Cana.-
da was, in some de practically carried
out 28 a Federal Union. Nothing was given
6 Upper Canada, unless some equivalentwas
made to Lower Canada, and viceversé. Gen-
tlemen from Ontario knew full well that
they benefitted largely ? with Lower Cana-
da. In 1861 the population of On-

tario had increased 4o 1,396,091,
while that .of Quebec was 1,111,506
Now the partnership had been dissolved.

Upper Canada was in the enjoyment of a
large surplus, instead of the debt with
which she entered into the union in 1841,
Lower Canada, on the other hand, was
saddled with the larger proportion of the
debt, and received no compensstion for
the liabilities which she had paid at the
time of the Union. He would only cite
two instances of the mode in which the
assets were divided. [For example, looking
at the award, he found the Montreal
Turnpike Trust, $188.000, was placed
among the assets given to Qushec.  Now
the fact was that amount was actually &
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Lability thrown upon the Province of
Quebec. © arbitrators themselves ac-
ﬁnowledgad 85 much, for they said :
bWhereas the said sum is secured
og tzggentl_z;eshissued upon the credit
saj ust, and teed
the latﬁ Province of Canadg:ara;n .. b)"
W, therefore the said arbitrators havin
Tosigned the said Trust as an asset to thge

rovince of Queh j
and award tb(g: thec’ id here!gy o s

lless the said Dominion, and the said
Province of Ontario against any charge
Uupon or payn:ent by the said Dominion, in
respect of the said debentures, or the said

- guarantee, or-in respect in any other way
of the said trust.”” And again 1n the divis.
lon of the asiets, there

da, amounting to $7,000,000), and i
t w
handed over to: Ontario, On the othzi
d the Mumilpa,l Loalrir Fund of Lower
hada, some two or t €0 millions, wag
awarded to Quebec. Now that Mun’icipal

d wag actually a joint property

! convenient
10 receive the $7,000,000 in its
Vince, but justice rather than

should. consid-
ered in ayeh ca28s. The  Muynij.
2:1113:111 ; Ioa:lh I‘})ll?d was actually
Bl irom the public chest of Canada....:
belonged to Lower ax g

well as Uppe
Canada, Yet, seven millions were gli)ge;

%o one, and only two or three to the o

) ther,
-1 Whatever light the award wag considere:;‘
its Injustice was evident, It was a nullit):

to all intents and purpose. There was a

d all must be present at th,
award, but in the presell)xt cage, on:
o +  All that the arbitrators had te
Was.t0 report, the fact to the proper
qmse T~ the Domu;xon Government, Sup.
o One of the arbitrators died or became
i thp:clftf!d, could the arbitrators proceed?
o Y did, their awarq would be a nullity,
for PTODer coursg thep to pursue would be

the tw. i
and -ty hio arbitrators to roport the facts,

or authority would notif the

&&rty who had the right to appoint an{Jther
the o Inthe casein question, however,
: mg gment was given before the Pro-
L éven time to appoint

HAr arbitrator in place of udge
made hagty t  selection could not be
for mogya’ oven if it were not made
h hs, the delaytin l:'e matter of sucl}
not impreper. I
sure thes theh:g-o been less hasty, he

was i
the 1 ol 18 of fact, found in
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Again, i} was urged agaiunst one of the arbi.
trators, that whilst the Confederation Act
stated positively that he must not be g
resident of either Ontario or Quebec, the
fact was that he had been residing in Ottawa
for some time. It was a question of domi-
cile, a question of fact to be ascertained. If
he still kept up an establishment in St.
John, with his servants therein, then the
cass would be different. Certainly, en-
quiry should have been made into a master
so ntimately affecting the validity of the
award; butnone such was ever instituted.,
Who could decide upon this disqualifica-
tion, mot Mr. Gray himself, but Mr. Day
had resigned, where was the majority of the
arbitrators 7 The more he considered the
question, the more positive he was that the
award was not founded in law. . Under the
Union Act of 1840, when the Bill was
introduced, there was a clause providing
for arbitratien or Commaissioners, and the
late Chiel Justice Robinson, of Upper
Canada, who wrote a pamphlet on the
subject, said that in case of the death of
one of the Commisssoners the arbitration
would be at an end, because the clause
did not provide for the appointment of
another. In 1814 Belginm was uni

to Holland, but in 1830, a revolution
oceurred, and a Conference was held in
London to fix proper limits to the territory
of the former country, and to arrange the
debts and other matters affecting her,
At that time a gentleman (Mr. Nothomb, )
who was connected with the revolution,
and subsequently became a faithful sub-
Ject of King Leopold—in fact, one of the
Secretaries of the Congress—wrote book
upon the facts of the case. From that
work it would be seen that the opinion
expressed in the Conference was that the
debtsof Belgium, which existed at the time
of the union, in 1814, revived, as a
matter of course, when the segmtion
took place. According to the basis of
arrangement each country would have
to take back exclusively the debts for
which it was liable before the Union. In
case of a conflict of opinion between the
Commissioners, the matter was to be re-
ferred to the five Great Powers of Europe.
That reference was not made-—the fact of
its existence no doubt was sufficient, to
make the Commissioners agree, In con
clusion, he expressed his confidence . that
the House would see justice done to
the Province of Quebec, which naturally
folt deeply aggrieved, and that even the
representatives of Ontario would not ac-
copt an award based. on injustice to ano.
ther section. Unless aremedy were pro.
vided, difficulties might arise to threaten
the harmonious working of the Union.
It was most advissble that all sectioms of
‘the Domimon should be satisfied with the
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manner in which the Government of the
country was conducted. If all sections
received equal justice, everybody would
be content, but if an injury was inflicted
on a particular Province, discontent would
necessarily be engendered. If there was
a disposition shown to give that justice
which was due to Quebec, then the feel-
ing which now prevailed in that section
would soon disappear, and the Confedera-
tion would necessarily grow stronger, and
its people more happy and prosperous
with the progress of years.

Hon. Mr, WILMOT, in seconding the
motion, said that it would not be proper
for him then to express any opinion
with  respect to the Arbitration.
The faot that the Legislature of
Quebec had expressed such strong opinions
with respect to the award of the Arbitration,
should be earnestly considered by
all who wished to see the Union work
satisfactorily. The House knew that the
delegates met at Quebec and arranged a
scheme of Union, but that it was subse.
quently amended in London on the repre-
sentation of the Maritime Provinces.
Again, at a later time, further concessions
were made to Nova Scotia for the purpose
cf conciliating her. On the whole the
Confederation was working satisfactorily,
and it was very desirable that it should
continue to do so.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that every one
ought to . approach a question of such
magnitude with a disposition to treat it
with fairness, and he had no doubt that
the House was prepared to do so. It had
been already shown that there was great
unanimity on the subject in- Quebec, but
it might be urged that that unanimity was
the result of a oneness of interest. In.
terest certainly had much influence on
the minds of persons, but it was impos-
sible to 1gnore the fact that men
of all creeds and parties condemned
the award as unjust to the Province. Men
of intelligence and right feeling did not
differ when principles of right and Jjustice
were involved. Whilst he was himself
quite prepared to acknowledge the ability
of the arbitrators in dealing with the sub-
Jeet, yet he could not help coming to the
conclusion that they approached the dis.
charge of their duties too much in the
spirit of advocates, not sufficiently in the
spirit of judges. All authorities on the
subject of arbitrations informed us that
the arbitrators should come to-
gether  with  the determination
to  agree, to "get rid of all
prejudices, and to discuss the question
temperateiy and calmly, so as to arrive at
& proper decision. In the present case,
we found the arbitrators at variance with
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each other on all points. §The arbi-
trator from Ontario, for instance, differed
entirely from the Dominion arbitrator
respecting the basis of dividing the debta.
Whilst he quite agreed with the eulogy
pronounced upon the arbitrator for On.
tario, yet he could not coincide in the as.
sertion that 1t was quite competent for a
gentleman actimg in his capacity to con-
sider solely the interests of Ontario. As
soon as he was appointed an arbitrator, he
became virtually a judge between the two
Provinces. What he (Mr. Sanborn) ‘com-
plained of particularly was the fact that
the arbitrators did not proceed on an
equitable principle of division and adjust-
ment. Prior to 1841 Upper and Lower
Canada  were  distinct Provinces,
and then ~ they  were united,
but subsequently = they were always
in reality treated as separate. They had
a distinct system of law-—each had its
Attorney-General and Solicitor-General
—what was given to the one was gener-
ally asked for the other. It was admitted
that the debt of Upper Canada at the time
of the Union was something like six and a
half millions, whilst Lower Canada had
considerable balance in hand. Now, we
were told that the arbitrators considered
nothing prior o the Union, and the rea-
sons given for such a course were very
weak. Any equitable adjustment must
take into consideration the condition
of things at the time of the Union, and
on that account alone Quebec had every
reason to complain with respect to the
award. Asrespects the legal aspect of
the question, he was of the opinion that i¢
was not correct to treat the matter as a
public arbitration. The two Provinces had
Interests at issue just like any two indivi-
duals would have. In this connection, the
hon. gentleman referred to Russell, Cald-
well and Watson on arbitration, for the pur-
pose of shewing the scope of arbitrations,
and the legal mode of carrying them on,
He contended that the award of the arbi.
tration wasa nullity, since the proper condi-
Lions had not been fulfilled—the three ar-
bitrators, for instance, not having been
present when it was made; and went on
to say that it was a matter of the greatest
importance to the Confederation that the
matter should be settled in such a manner
that all ill-feeling in any section might be
dispelled. He was not prepared to say
how the Province of Quebec was to be re-
lieved from the difficulty, but he trusted
that justice would be done sooner or later.

Hon. Mr., CAMPBELL said that he
was quite sure that although his hon.
friend opposite had thought fit to intro-
duce his motion withsuch lengthy remarks,
he would not think it strange if he (Mr.
Camapbell) should for the present content J
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himself with simply expressing the will- |
ingness of the Government to bring down |
all the papers in itg possession.

 Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE regretted that the

hon. gentleman should have spoken so !
much at length in reference to a motion,
merely for the production of papers. It
Was very unfortunate, m his opinion, that
this premature discussion should have oc.
‘eurred, when it would all probably have to |
be repeated when the information asked

for was regularly before the House. It

Was not fair to surprise gentlemen in that

Ianner, and allow a discussion all on one
side to go to the country. One hon.
gentleman  had expressed, at the
outset of hig remarks, a desire to
treat  the question in g spite
of the utmost fairness, and yet he had gone
on to argue it in a 8pirit of partisanship.

Hon. My, LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said that the discussion would do good, for
1t would direct the attention of hon. gen.
tlemen to the subject, and lead them to
£ee how far the remarks of the hon. gentle-
man who had made the motion were justi-
fied by the facts. The People of Quebec
wWished that their case should be thorough.
ly unders‘tood. and would be deeply in-
censed with thejy representatives were

they to fail i i
Parliament. to bring it fully before

In his o inion, the arbitra.
tors had erred, and faifed to do justice to
Quebec. Every one knew that if a juryman
{ngcondegl, wlllxen a case was under trial, an
judgment  the jury would then
would be null ‘and stmter

void. On similay
grounds, any decision arrived at by an.

arbitration, ‘whose numbers were incom-
plete by the resignation or death of one of

its members, would be nugator,

fltixonQuebec_ bego difference ofg opy;
L exis with t

the injustice of the e o

1 decision—the peopl
irrespective of nationalities, were ul:mnpufx’-
?usl_on that point, He regretted to see the
bee ing that now existed in that Province,
a:gelt would not disappear until the griev-
for thwas removed. It would be better
all t hee Dominion Government to assume
the o debts of the Provinces than to allow
lle lifficulty to get worse. Some mode of
allaying the eXisting dissatisfaction must

certainly be found with as litt)e delay as

-possible,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT aaid that if any mis-
'-ttzk% had been committed by the Atybitra-
tth; I:rﬁ)n;sg?tw Brunswick, be could assure
Zot of intentio:?s an error of judgment,

tlelg):’ Mr. ALLAN said that many gen-

R certainly had reason to complain
that the HOns p.
‘prise, for he gahad been taken by sur-

8 d not expected that the
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merits of the question' would have been
dealt with at that stage, when the papers
were only asked for. It was certainly un-
fortunate that an exparte statement should
g0 before the country. As respects the
Arbitrators, he was sure that they had
considered the question with a conscien-
tiousdesire to arrive at a right solution.

‘lhe SPEAKER here stated that a tele-
gram had just been received announcing
the fact that peace had been signed at
Versailles, (cheers),

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON said that the
House would not, of course, expect him to
enter into the merits of the question at
that stage. He had to discharge a very
onerous and delicate duty, and had en-
deavoured to do 80 to the best of his
ability. He could assure the House that
he had endeavoured to act with the utmost
impartiality. If the time should come,
when the whole matter could be discussed
he would be prepared to vindicate the
award. He did not enter upon the con-
sideration of the question in the spirit of
an advocate, but had dealt with it impar-
tially and honestly.

Hon. Mr. TESSIER had no doubt that
the Arbitrators discharged their duties con-
scientiously and he had not the least in-
tention to say any thing retlecting on their
personal character,

Hon. Mr. SANBORN felt the highest re-
gard for the hon. gentleman opposite who
had been acting as arbitrator. He had
not used the term “advocate’’ offensively.
What he meant was that the arbitrators
had dealt with the question too argu-
mentatively—according to too strict tech-
nical rules.

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON did not find
fault with the remarks of hon. gentle-
men, who had, on the whole, treated him
with every consideration. As respects
the hon. gentleman from New Brunswick
—the Dominion arbitrator—he had acted
with a most conscientious desire to give a
right decision. He had never seen a msn
more anxious to do what was right

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

A Message was received from His Ex-

cellency, thanking the House for their
loyal address.

The House then adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Frmay, Feb. 24, 187].

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3.20
p. m.
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PETITIONS.

The following petitions were presented :

Mr. JOHN CRAWFORD (Leeds) pre-
sented the petition of H. J. Hubertus and
others, praying to be incorporated to
construct a railway from Toronto, through
Peterboro’, Madoc and Ottawa City,
and across the Ottawa River into the Pro.
vinee of Quebec. The Company to be
known as the Ontario and Quebec Railway
Company.

Mr. WORKMAN presented the petition
of William Matheson and others in Montreal
against the duties on coal, flour, &e.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) asked leave to

*introduce a Bill to amend ~ the Act Chap-

66, 31st Victoria, relating to the naturali-
zation of aliens,

Mr. YOUNG moved to refer the re-
turns on unforseen expenses {o the Print-
ing Committee.

Hon. Sir JOAN A. MACDONALD pre-
sented the published report of the Pogt.
master General for 1870,

A formal Supply Bill was granted.

The Committee rose and reported, and
ohtained leave to sit again on Tuesday,

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT moved the follow-
ing resolutions: Resolved—That this
House recognizes in the fullest manner the
importance to the cause of Peace and
civilization, of the settlement of all ques.
tions in dispute between Great Britain and
the United States. And, in the especial
interests of Canada will rejoice to find the
result of the Joint High Commission pro-
ductive of cordial and lasting friendship be-
tween the two nations.

That this House regards the control and
disposal of the inshore fisherias and the
navigation of the inland waters of the Do-
inion, as specially within the powers con-
veyed to the Parliament of Canada under
the British North America Act; and will
view with the utmost concern and appre-
hension any proposal to alter or diminish
the just rights of the Dominion, in these
respects, without their consent,

That this House has always been, and
now is, prepared to concede the most free
and unrestricted use of the fisheries and
inland navigation to the United States,
upon receiving as an equivalent therefor
ocomplete compensation in modification of
the United States commarcial system, di-
rected to the more free and liberal inter.

change of the products of labour in the |

two eountries.

That the concession to ths United States
of the freedom of the fisheries and of the
St. Lawrence, without compensation, would

Mr. Crawford.

[COMMONS

place Canada in a most disadvantageous -
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position for future negotiation, by depriv-
ing her of the means of offering any
adequate equivalent for thoge concessions
she is desirous of obtaining from that
nation.

That the House willingly consents to the -

oonsideration by the Joint High Commis-
sion of all subjects in which Canada is con-
cerned with the United States, and will
cheerfully make any sacrifices that may be
required at their hands in the interest of
the Empire, so far as they do not com.
promise the national interests and security
of this country, and directly tend to their
undue subordination to the United States
in the future.

He said he had never on any occasion
been more strongly impressed with the
gravity of the circumstances under which
he addressed the House, than he was at
this moment. The interests which were at,
stake in the negociations now pending be-
$ween Great Britain and the United States,
wore of the most vital character to this
Dominion. Our future political existence
depended on the manner in which they
were settled. It was the duty of the
House tostrengthen the Government by
évery means in their power, in the protec-
tion of the interests of their country, and
he was sure the Government would be
glad to have the support of Parliament
In carrying out the poliey which they had
themselves announced. There were mat-
ters connected with the appointment of
the Joint High Commission, which were
calculated to excite distrust in the minds
of our people and rendered it necessary
that the views of this Houge should be pre-
sented in unmistakable language. "He
knew that this action would imply a doubt
a8 to the protection of the interests of
this country in the negociations now pend.-
ing. He would not, however, for a mo.
mentattribute dishonourable motives tothe
Imperial Government. Far from it. But
they were anxious for settlement of the
pending disputes and the establishment of
cordial relations with the United States.
Having those great ends in view, he
thought they might look at our Canadian
interests in these questions as of compara-
tively minor importance. It was a favourite
idea with the Americans, that Canada
should become a part of the Republic. The
States would prefer, that the concessions
to be made should be such as to lace us
in a position ofsubordination and inferior-
ity. 'This, rather than English conces-
sions or money payments would be par-
ticularly welcome to our neighbours, A

| yoar ago the only question of great mo-

ment between Canada and the States was,
that as to our claims to indemnity for the
Fenian raid. As to the Fisheries, no treaty

o
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have been looked for.) The House ‘and
the country would learn with surprise that
Canadian remonstrances had not been pro-
| ductive of any British remonstrances with
' the United States Government. All that
was done was, a demand for a bill of the
losses by those outrages ; and we were
required not to present our claims in any
way calculated to hurt the feelings of our
neighbours, No man in Canada needed
this warning. Suffering as we had suftered
in those cases, we might have expected a
more sympathetic and useful response
than we had received from the Imperial
authorities. Then as to the withdrawal of
the military, little consideration had .
been  shown  our feelings, if
notour interests, in the matter. The action
taken had been characterised by great
haste and precipitancy. In the Canadian
appeal preferred by Mr. Campbell; a cordi-
al and- friendly answer might have been
given. The language of the Earl was of
a wholly different character. After reciting
the language of that nobleman, to. the
effect that the Imperial Government's
decision as to the withdrawal of troops
would not be departed from, he said he
only adverted to this subject now because
1t formed part, of Mr. Campbell’s mission.
The language of that Government had a
most important bearing upon our present
position. Unless the House expressed
some opinion in this matter, we should be
assumed to be perfectly satisfied with the
measure of support indicated in the Eng-
lish despatches. The correspondence was
unsatisfactory,and the mission ef Mr. Camp-
Lell, 50 far "as eliciting any promise aof
Imperial support and encouragement a, faxl-
ure. With respect to the fishery question,
and despatch of Oct. 10th, 187C, we found
the proposal for a Commission to settle dis-
puted points as to fishery limits, came
from Mr. Adams when Minister to England
in 1866. The object was to remove doubts
as to geographical limits, within which
Americans had a right to fish. The proposal
remained in abeyance till Mr. Campbell
went to England. The Order in Counci giv-
ing him authority to proceed thither, said
nothing about & Commission. He was glad o
think our Government did not ropose i
because we claimed a right an profess
certainty upon it, and could not properly
have put our pretentions in doubt. It
Wwas tor Americans to propose a Commission,
and, fortunately for “us, they were first to
do 1t (cheers). Notwithstanding the pro.
position of the Imperial Government for a
oint Commission to settle the fishery
iimits, it was intended to be of a practical
ind, with the object of settling what was
fair and just between both nations. Con.-
sidering the absence of complaints, and
correspondence on the part of the

-



103

United States respecting the Fisheries,
President Grant’s accusations on the sub-
ject in his Message, startled the whole
Dominion. We might have assumed that
the United States Government would have
‘inquired in regard to the supposed Cana.
dian abuse of Fishery rights.  No commu-
nications with our Government took place.
The first thing we heard of the matter was
- through newspaper paragraphs, that the sub-
Ject of the Fisheries was being discussed at
Washington. The Canadian Government
papers, in good faith doubtless, denied the
stories, but they were correct. Up to
the 10th of Kebruary, the Imperial
(fovernment communicated with the
Canadian Government on the negoti.
ations. Afterwards, however, the British
Ministers entirely ignored our Govern-
ment. With regard to the reference in
the Queen’s speech of the possibility of
individual indiscretions in relation £5 the
Fisheries, and warning againat our depre-
cating them, unless there was some con-
cession respecting the three mile right
contemplated. Individual indiscretions
would be as likely to occur after the de-
cision of the Commission as they are at
present. Canadz had an undoubted
right to this limit, and if the exercise of
her authority could be construed into
improprieties or indiscretions, we should
know it. He doubted if the Canadian
Government had any information as to the
Commission further than the Thornton-
Fish correspondence. He censured the

International

extension of the Commission, which was
at first designed to settle the
headland question.  His object in

this motion was to strengthen the hands
of the Government—not to weaken them.
He did not desire to censure the Imperial
Government or accuse it of any intention
to sacrifice our rights, But he believed
the mixing up of Canadian with Imperial
questions in this Commission would be dis-
advantageoustous. Bothsets of questions
should have been kept separate. The
fisheries were of paramount importance to
us. They meant an important source of
employment and trade to us, and a field
for the training up of seamen. They have
intrinsic merits also. They constituted
valuable means of commercial exchange
with the United States—means of securing
useful trading equivalents from our neigh-
bours, It was the way we dealt with the fish-
eries and navigation of the St. Lawrence
upon which defended our future advan.
tage and superiority with the United
States in negotiating any commercial con-
vention. If we made an improper use of
them—if we lost those advantages—we
should be placed in a position of inferi-
ority, having nothing to offer for enviable
opportunities. He vindicated the manner

Hon. Sir. A. T. Galt.
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in which Canada had discharged her neigh-
bourly obligations towards the United
States during the last war. We were al-
ways ready, and are still, to treat with
them on fair terms, We always offered
them coveted facilities for a reasonable re-
turn, There was no reason why our claims

Commission.

injury by union with British questions, on
which Britain’s position was not near so
strong as was ours. Then, he proposed

to introduce a few short resolutions
referring to the mattersin dispute between
Canada and the United States, which were
distinet from the questions pending be-
tween Great Britaim and the Republic. It
was important that we should make no
concessions which would sacrifice our
rights. There were certain things which
this country could not lose. The House
would agree with him in believing that the
concessions that would be demanded by
the United States would, if granted, place
us in a position of inferiority. The Im.
perial Government would, no doubt, be
asked to transfer this country to the
United States. He forone repudiated the -
idea that this country was in any way sub-

ordinate, or that it should ever be subordi-
nated to the policy of the United States
(cheers). He had only one object in view,

a desire to maintain the connection with

Great Britain as long as it could be main.

tained with reference to the honour and

 interests of the two cou ntries, and
when the time should come that
that  connexion was to cease

he desired that the people of Canada
should not be placed in any position of
inferiority to the Great Republic to the
South of us. He declared to hold in our
hands those great interests which would
g0, hereafter, to build up an empire on
this continent (cheer). He desired that
we should not lightly part with them, that

this Dominion, and it was by maintaining
our rights and not consenting to any weak
concession on this point, but by a firm
assertion of what we believed to be the
rights of this county and maintaining them,
that we should best protect ourselves
from what he believed to be the somewhat
dangerous position in which we now stood
(cheers),

Hon. SirJ. A, MACDONALD expressed”
his pleasure at the intimation of the hon.

gentleman, that his motion was not one
hostile to the Govesnment. He was cer-
tain he occupied too a high a position in
the politics of the country, and as a states.

shrink from amy proper responsibility.
No doubt, he believed, the passage of his
motion would strengthen the hands of the
Government and of himself (Sir John) as a

S

and interests should have been exposed to-

they should bekept intact in the hands of"

man, to say otherwise than he thought, or-

e
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member of the Commission. (Hear, hear.
But he did not believe it wou(ld st’rength?
en their hands, to give the Government
and people of the United States, reason to
¢lieve that they entertained any distrust

of the Mother Count

ry, (cheers,)that the
feared she could '’ think fon POV
moment‘ of sacrificing the interests
of Canada. (Renewed cheers.)

They should avoid any expression of dis
trust. He could not Joinin itf)being satisfied
of the truth and loyalty of England, in the
arger sense of the word, towards us,
(Hear, hear.) He wag satisfied of the
honour of the statesmen of England, and
that they would not, for any consider’ation
of peace or the quiet settlement of any of
t}l:e questions between their country and
tfehL-mted States, sacrifice the interests
oht © people of Canada. He was convinced
thatif any Government were base enough to
Propose such a course, it would be repudi-
z};t(?d_ and rejected with disdaiy, by the
ritish people. He had no- fear that the
pledges given, by Government after Gov-
ernment, would be broken. If there was a

that of England. (Cheers.)

They were not going to

and why should we, gby an;)e :;: yo;l sexnp(;:s’-
sion,inform the people of the United States
that we were so distrustful of the honour
of England, of her protection—were go

of any cause to distrust
o l:aeGovemment and people of Englamsi.
of onourable gentleman was a member

was then ag

his' colleagues of tp
assuranceg of g e
i Lord = Pal ’
Cabmet, that in the . ea m:fyston 8

we should be defended by land and“:g;,

:ngletge whole force of the Empire. Had
pancid ien a0y change since? The Gov.
Oonsullt]a _they had met, day after day, for
] tion, comprised the present Pre-
Gladstone, Earl d% Grey, Mr.

exXisting (s Earl Somerset, men of the
ng Cabinet, Could they be suspect-

; We not latel E d
rise y see Englan
encea:vigﬁletﬁm-l at the threat of intg-fer-
And was sho Independence of Belgium?

She, so willing to run the risk of
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a great continental war to keep her en-

gagements towards Belgium, likely
to betray her own child, the coun-
try she was bound by every tie

to protect with all her power, to the
last man and the last shilling? In order
to lay the basis or groundwork for his re-
solution, the hon. gentleman was obliged
to bring in, as an indication that England
was not true to us, the tone of Earl Kim-
berley’s despatches about the Fenian in-
vasion and the withdrawal of the troops.
He (Sir John) thought it was unfortunate
his language on this subject should have
been of the kind heard. It would be
quoted and republished in every journal
in the United States, and turned to our
disadvantege. The hon. gentleman com-
plained of the words of the despatch re.
commending the use of becoming lan-
guage, on our part, in forwarding our
claims from the Fenian raid, and that there
was no expression of sympathy with
us. We did not want any further expres-
sion of sympathy than we had received
again and again. England asked our
statement, for what purpose ? To lay it
before the Washington Government. We
were merely asked to get 1t forth in diplo-
matic, courteous language, so as to avoid
annoying the susceptibilities of either
people, already delicate on account of the
' Alabama’ and other questions. As to
the withdrawal of the troops, he was not
concerned, on behalf of the Canadian Gov-
ernment, to support or defend the course
taken by Her Majesty’s Government in
their own discretion. = As an individual
and a member of a Canadian Government,
and looking to the future relations be-
tween Canada and England, to the growing
importance of Canada, and ofa warm,
friendly feeling between her and England
and between them and the States, he had'
no hesitation in saying it was a mis.
take to withdraw the troops. He thought
it would have been a wiser policy—as a
symbol of the sovereignty of England in-
this Continent—to use the words of Mr.
Campbell—to have left the troops among
us. That opinion was held by one of the
oldest and most experienced of English
statesmen, Earl Russell, the represents-
tive of the great Whig Party, and by Lord
Carnarvon a leading statesman, and one of
the chiefs of another great party. _The
Government, however, had taken a differ-
ent ground, believing that the interestsof
England, as Well as of the Empire, were
better served by the concentration of the
troops in the Mother Country. Though he
believed this a mistaken policy, it was no
evidence of England’s intention to disre-
gard her pledge, to defend us with the
whole power of the Empire. The British
Government, in compliance with the
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Canadian Government’'s representations on
this matter—they had not failed in their
duty in respect to it (hear, hear—from
Hon. Sir A. T. Galt)—reiterated their
pledges of 1865, that the whole force of
the Empire would be used in our defence
(Cheers). Why then express distrust of
England? The hon. gentleman said he
was glad the Canadian Government had
not suggested the Mixed Commission, and
that he (Sir John A.) was in error 1n stat-
ing they had. In 1866, after the termina-
tion of the Reciprocity Treaty, Minister
Adarms proposed, that while the whole sub-
ject of the renewal of the treaty or the set-
tlement of the fishery question was under
discussion, the Americaa fishermen should
be allowed their old unrestricted fishing
privileges. Lord Clarendon’s speech in re-
ply was a master piece of statesmanship. He
veadily met the proposal for a Commission
on the disputed question. Wwe, however,
at once represented that during the dis-
cussion of the matter, we should not agree
that Canada should be precluded from as-
serting kerright. That despatch was sent
to Lord Clarendon, and by him transmit-
ted to the United States Government, and
from that moment the matter ended. If
ceased to be a matter of personal interest,
and became as much a matter of history
as the proceedings in connection with the
Treaty of Ghent. Lord Clarendon saw
the astute mode in which the American
Minister proposed to keep open the ques-
tion of our fishery rights, while the' Com.
mission might sit till eternity.

Hon. Sir A. T GALT—Mr. Campbell
said it was accepted by Lord Clurendon.

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDOYNALD said
he did accept it on certamn conditions,
which were not accepted by the American
Government, and so the thing fell to the
ground. Why did we renew the proposi-
tion in any shape whatever? It was im-
portant we should have not only the
moral support of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, but the material support of her
fleet. England at once granted us this
support, in the shape of a large squadron,
commanded by an able and energetic offi-
cer. We assented to the proposal of Eng-
land that we should not, for the time,
assert our exclusive rights to the
Fisheries, till the headland question
was settled. We did not abandon or
waive our rights, but merely, to remain
in_accord with the British Government,
with whom rested the responsibility for
peace or war with the States, we yielded to
their wishes for the time being. He
believed we were right in so0 doing, and
should have shown a selfish disregard of
the interests of England,” had we taken
any different course. We showed a due
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regard for England’s interests and our
own in delaying till a more opportune
season the enforcement of our rights.
We felt and still feel the inconvenience
of having the rights we were afraid to
enforce—of having to waive from day to
day and year to year—and therefore had
instructed Mr. Campbell to ask for a mixed
Cemmission to settle the fishery question.
He believed in so doing they would receive
the approbation of the House and country
(cheers). They had thus gained the as.
sistance of Her Majesty's Government on’
the fishing banks and at Washington. He
believed the experience of last year bad
shown that, if we persisted in the policy
we commenced in 1867—setting aside the
question of headlands altogether—the
policy of a rigorous exclusion of Ameri-
can fishermen from our three mile limit—
we should virtually exclude all foreign
fishermen from our waters. They would
not, so great would be our geographical
superiority, find it to their interest to em-

ploy their capital in our waters. We
were thus gaining our rightful ad-
vantages, while abstaining, at the

instance of England, from pressing our
rights to their utmost limits. We adopted
the license system because it was regarded
as merely provisional, till a better, a final
one could be devised. His hon. friend was

wrong in thinking that a system of
licenses was less difficult
to enforce than one of exclusion.

The exclusion altogether was much easier,
because the other system required a large
police, with constant visits and interfer-
ence. His hon. friend was opposed to the
license system.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said the hon.
Premier was wrong in saying he was op-
posed to the license system.

Hon. 8Sir J. A. MACDONALD eaid his
hon. friend’s policy was the same as his
own on the subject. As Ministers in the
same Government, the moment the Treaty
came to an end, they proposed the com-
plete exclusion of American fishermen
from Canadian waters. They were to be
notified of thkis decision promptly. The
Government, of which the member for
Sherbrooke was a member, acted promptly
and decisively on the subject. They
adopted the licensing system as a tempora.-
ry expedient and in deference to the
wishes of the British Government. It was
to be employed only until a new and better
arrangement could be made. The Govern-
ments of the Maritime powers also com-
sented to the English recommendation.
The Canadian Government by its Order in
Council, of 1866, announced that their
fixed policy was one of exclusion. So in
this way the hon. gentleman was opposed
to the licenses.
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Hon. Sir 4. T. GALT—Of course, in the
saﬁe Way as my hon. friend (laughter.)
- On. Sir JOHN A. MACDUNALD~—
e Icense  system  was  found

a faih}re, and it w,

hope of the renewal of
the Regxprocxty Treaty having ended, and

icenses  having failed, they in-
troduced again, in 1870, the policy of ex.

clusion which had Proved successful,

would be a way found out,

The invitation . to Canada

: o T to

b e part in this Commission, showeq that
anada, had made an additional step in

. . His
(}:tc.;n:d friend had . €Xpressed himself ag
¢ eal that the Fisheries question woulq
N ne)t,glect.ed if associated with
an'ml claims and others,
?::;zte(éovemment were more directly in.
ently. i He (Sir John) thought differ-
mz;tgé . 8 very fact of its being made a
ot T of Imperia] Interest, and on which
s irlxlpenal statesmen were obliged to act
- © 8ame force as onthe ¢ Alabama
thex:xs, would &lve 1t more importance in
thort yfgs of the_ United States Government
if dealt with by a smaller committee.

no doubt that if he were to take
resolu:oumd Wwith his hon. friend on the
was lit IOnS,. they would find thet there
¢ difference between their- views,

AT, GALT—-(Hear, hear),

Hon. Sir JOHN «
! r MACDONALD — That
Was one thing, bug iy was quite another mat-

in which the Im.

Hon. gip
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ter to bring the subject before the House
at this time. It was much to be re-
gretted that an attempt should be made
to fetter the representation of the Domini.
on. How would he stand in Washington
with the other unfettered representatives,
if he was sent merely as a delegate, to re-
peat the instructions he bhad received
from this Parliament. It would prevent a
free and frank discussion of the question
ifhe was to be restricted to saying, as
these resolutions would imply, that the
demands of Canada were merely for modi-
fications of our commercial relations with
the United States. Could anyone imagine
the four Commissioners from England
receiving instructions from the British
Parliament in sucha way ? He was quite
sure that the gentlemen who composed
that Corzmission would decline to act un.
dersuch conditions., He agreed with his
hon. friend, that by international law, and
the treaty of 1818, the three miles of water
extending along our shores were as much
& portion of Canada as any place
three miles within land, and could
his hon. friend suppose for a moment
that England would give away a portion ot
our territory ? There was no fear of Eng-
land ceding a part of Canada, and she
Wo_uld a8 much be giving up a portien of
this country, by ceding our rights to the
three mile limit, as it she gave away one
of our cities. Her policy was opposed to
ceding territory in any case without the
oonsent of the inhabitants of the place to
be given up. Then again, Lord Granville,
In the House of Lords, and Mr. Gladstone,
in the House of Commons, haveannounced
that the action of the Commission would
not be final, If the result of
this Commission was to settle the pending
questions, he had not the slightest doubt
that all matters affecting this country
would be submitted to this Parliament for
ratification. It was so with the Reciprocity
Treaty. In 1866 there wasa Mixed Com.
mission appointed to settle the fisheries
question between FKrance and England.
That Commission quite re-arranged the
matter. The treaty they framed was sub-
mitted to the British Parliament and rati-
fied by them, but was rejected by the
French Government, and the policy of
the British Government was so averse -to
considering a treaty binding, that was not
ratified by the people affected by it, that
the treaty of that Commission is considér

ed a nullity. In the Joint High Commis.-

Commission.

sion about to it at ashingt_on
there would be a - sinoere glesu'e
on  both  sides, he believed,

for o settlement of the pending disputes,
but there was norisk whatever to our in.
terests. Even if we could suppose that
England were willing to sacrifice us, as a
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matter of law she could not, until the Cana-
dian Parliament ratified the treaty by its
own act. He hoped his hon friend would
be satisfied by this discussion, that our
rights were of the first irgportance, that
they could not be over estimated, and that
our interests must not be given away or
surrendered in any way, except by our own
act. He had no doubt that such was the
general opinion of this House, and he
hoped his hon. friend would not inoppor-
tunely aftect the action of the Commission,
by pressing his resolutions to a vote, but
would consent to withdraw them (cheers).

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had listened
with great pleasure to the speeches of the
member for Sherbiooke and the leader of
the Government, and was far from regret-
ing that the discussion had taken place.
The leader of the Government had taken
very strong grounds on_the subject, ask-
ing on what occasion England had ever
failed Canada in her negotiations. Unfor-
tunately, he maintained, she had almost
always failed her, mentioningthe treaty
relating to the boundary between the
‘United States and Canada, both in the
east and west, as an instance in which the
ignorance of English statesmen had result-
ed in depriving Canada of a large amount
of territory which she ought to possess,
and it was therefore no matter of surprise,
that when a new question such as the
one Ahen under discussion came up-
the people of Canada should manifest
some doubt as to whether they would ob-
tain a satisfactory settlement. Still the
House had already pronounced on the
subject in its reply to the speech of the
Governor General, and as the matter of
the Commission was already settled and
the Commissioners appointed, he thought
the passage ol the resolutions would imply
& suspicion, that the parties named in the
Commission would not tairly consider
the matters with which they bad to deal.
It should also be remembered, that the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Government
was to be a member of that Commission,
and although he had never agreed with
that gentleman's views, he could not be-.
lieve thatany Canadian who had occupied
the prominent position that  that
gentleman had occupied, could ever
be so lost to ‘the honour of
his country as to fail to recognize his duty,
and while he agreed with many of the
views expressed by the member for Sher-
brooke, he thought it would be wrong to
force the adoption of the resolutions he
had moved. He believed it wae essentially
necessary for Canada {0 uge every means
in her power to promote friendly relations
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with the United States, and he, for one, was
willing to make any reasonable concessions
to accomplish that end, but it had inthe
past invariably been found, that any thing
yielded was merely the prelude of more
exorbitant demands on the part of the
States. The hon. gentleman, at the head
of the Government, had mentioned in his
speech, the subject of the national de-
fence. In this matter he would simply
say, that in his opinion the mere retention
of a few British troops could be of no pos-
sible avail as a defence from an
attack from the United States, and that if
ever such an attack should be made, it
would have to be met by a force ten or
twenty times as large as that, which the
British Government could ever be asked
to station in Canada, and if the British
troops were merely to act as a symbol of
the force of the Kmpire that lay behind
them, why we had that symbol in our own
redcoats and in our flag, which was the
same as that of England, and he did not
think therefore it would make any differ-
ence whether the three or four thousand
British troops were left in Canada or taken
away altogether. As we had already the
assurance of the British Government, that
whilst we remained in connection with her,
the whole force of the Empire would
always be available for our defence.
He believed, however, that the really
valuable spirit of the United States was
hostile to any acquirement of territory by
conquest, and that spirit would steadily
grow ; and looking at the future, he did not
believe the time would ever come, that
Canada would have to defend her territory
against an army from the United States.
1f ever there should be war between
Eugland and the United States, it would
be for some cause that was considered just
by one countryor the other, and he had
too much faith in the people of both
countries, to believe, that the one would
ever be guilty of committing any wrong,
that would compel the other to go to war
to repair. He thought that in the matter
under discussion, they owed a certain
obligation to the opinions of the gentle-
men opposite, and as they had declared
that it would be  injurious
to their success in negotiating with the
other members of the Commission, to have
any such resolutions passed as those then
before the House, and as on other grounds
he thought it would be impolitic to pass
those resolutions, he felt bound to recom-
mend their withdrawal. He wished, how-
ever, to refer to one expression made useé
of by the member for Sherbrooke, namely:
that the Imperial Government woul

rather concede some of our rights in com-
pensation for the * Alabama’ claims that
make a money payment.

Commission.
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Hon. Bir A, T. GALT stated that
what he .

A bad intended to say, and what he
believed he had said, was, that the Ameri-
can Government would prefer to receive

som: such concession than a money pay-
ment.

Mr. MACKENZIE, after acknowledging
the correction, proceeded to say that he
lieved the sole object of the leading
Ien in vhe United States in keeping the
subject of the * Alabama claims so pro-
minently forward was, to endeavour to

drive British power entirely from the

continent, and as far as that was concerned,

he agreed with the remarks of the mem-
ber for. Sherbrooke, who, he was sure,
would join heartily in resisting all such
attempis. The future position of Canada
might be such ag was anticipated by the
member for Sherbrooke, but he (Mr.
Mackenzie) did not think it was desirable
that any change should take place in our
Dpolitical relations,

i under discussion

ut he hoped the honourable gentleman,
the mover of the resolutions, would not
force a vote upon them, as he thought a
division would be mogt undesirable,

Hon, Dr, TUPPER said he was sure the
House wouig agree with the opinion ex.
ressed by the hon. member for Sher-

ke, that no more important question
had gver been submitted. to that Parlia.
o 1(;111)9 o'xza now under considera.
r. T.) oonsi
Govemment, A ) considered that the

-interests or touching
la?nour of the Dominion, all parties
would be fayng standing ‘shoulder to
pon /:ud::'ence»%fh:he ri%xts of their

Ton; Y. (Cheers.) He accepted
g:mmhmmt frankly made by the hon.
— for Sherbrooke, that he had
desire t ‘Tesoluijons with a sincere

strengthen the hands of the
‘B0d.of the firet Minister as a
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member of the Joint Commission, in its
fullest sense, (hear, hear; _from  Sir
A. T. Galt)) but he believed that
the hon. member would, seeing that his
object had been fully attained by the dis.
cussion, in deference tv the desire ex-
pressed on_both sides of the House, con-
sent to withdraw them. He could not
agree with that hon. member in the opin«
ion that there was any ground for distrust.
ing the Imperial Government. He had
faith in the Government, Parliament, and
people of England, and believed that no
party could retain power in that country
who would sacrifice the rights of the Do-
minion, In relation to the important
question of the Fisheries, the House had
the guarantee of the past that our inter-
ests would be duly protected. This was
not a.question of yesterday. For the last
thirty years this controversy had existed,
except, when, happily, suspended during.
the operation of the Reciprocity Treaty,
The British Government having discovered
that & great error had been committed in
allowing the United States to fish in our
waters, under the treaty of 1783, when
that treaty was abrogated by the war of
1812, retused to renew those concessions;.
although earnestly pressed for by the
United States. In defence of our righta
they sent a naval force into British
American waters, and made numerous
Belzures of American fishing vessels,.
until, by the convention of 1818, the
United States renounced for ever the
fight of fishing within three miles
of the coasts; bays or harbours of British
Ameriga,except in certain loealities therein:
specified. In 1819 an Act was passed. by
the Imperial Parliament, to- carry into
effect the provisions of that Convention,
In 1836 the Legislature of Nova Scotia
passed a stringent Act for the same pues
Ppose; containing & clause under which the
master of & fishing vessel could be exam.-
ined under oath if found hovering in our
waters. In 1838 a naval force was sent
from England in response to an address
from the Legislature of Nova Seotia, and
in the following year numerous seizures of
trespassers took place, In 1841 an ex-
haustive remonstrance was made by M.
Stevenson, the American Minister at the
Court of 8t. James, complaining of the
severity of the Nova Scotin Aot, the ex-
olusion of American fishing veasels from
the bays, and from a line- drawn three
miles outside of the headlands, and claum.
ng the right to- navigate the Gut of Can.
80. This was referred to the Govern.
ment of Nova Sootia, and: 8- case on all
these points was pre&ared and sent for the
opinio::d of tll‘xg law oft c:rs ?ftt};he oaowntm
England. The opinion of the Advocate
and Attorney Generals: of the British Gove
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ernment, sustaining our view of the ques-
tion on all these points, was adopted and
sent out by Lord Stanley, in 1842, In
1843 the ¢ Washington,” an American
fishing vessel, was seized for fishing
in the Bay of Fundy, and Mr. Everett,
then the United States Minister, made an
earnest appeal to Lord Aberdeen, claiming
that thatBay ought to be exceptecf. He said,
May 25, 1844; ¢ the existing doubt as to
the construction arises from the fact that
a broad arm of the sea runs up to the

Northwest between the Provinces of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. This arm of
the sea being commonly called the Bay of
Fundy, though not in reality possessing

all the characters usually implied by the

term Bay, has of late years been claimed

by the Provincial authorities of Nova

Scotia to be included Bmong the Coasts,

Bays and Creeks, and has been forbidden

to American Fishermen.” Lord Aberdeen
while asserting the right to exclude

foreigners under the convention of 1818,

from the Bay .of Fundy, agreed to
make it an exception from all the other
Bays, but asked in return for this
¢Jiberal concession’” a reduction in the
American duty on fish, which was made by
Congress in 1846. An attempt having
been made to extend this privilege to
other bays, the Colonial Minister, Lord
Stanley, senta despatch in reply to re-
monstrances from New Brunswick and

Nova Scotia, saying that Her Majesty's
Government would adhere to the strict
letter of the treaty except as to the Bay
of Fundy. In 1851 the agreement of
Colonial delegates in Toronto, to unite in
the protection of the Fisheries, was follow-
ed by a proposal for reciprocal trade
between the United States and British
America in the Presidential message,
Nothing having been -dome in 1852
Sir John Pakington sent & despatch say-
ing, ¢ among the many pressing subjects
which have engaged the attention ef Her
Majesty’s Ministers since their assumption
of office, few have been more important in
their estimation than the questions relat-
ing to the protection solicited for the
Fisheries on the coast of British North
America. Her Majesty’s Ministers are de-
girous to remove all grounds of complaint
on the part of the Colonies in consequence
of the encroachments of the fishing ves-
sels of the United States upon those
waters, from which they are excluded by
the terms of the convention of 1818, and
they therefore intend to despatch, as soon
as possible, a small naval force of steamers
or other small vessels to enforce the ob-
sefvance of that Treaty.” Those wh) have
been surprised at the recent message of
President Grant, will find by looking baclk
to the events of that day, that history is
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only repeating itself. The excitement in
and out of Congress was far greater than
now, but it was only the prelude to a fresh
proposal for a convention on reciprocal
trade made in December of the same year,
and which resulted in a Reciprocity Treaty
which happily disposed of all these diffi-
culties, and which resulted in the greatest
commercial advantages to both coun-
tries. Unfortunately, in a moment of
irritation, arising from circumstances con.
nected with the late Civil War, the Gov-
ernment of the United States put an end
to that Treaty, and deprived their
fishermen of the privileges they had under
it enjoyed. The British Government be-
lieving that a new Treaty would be made
if our rights were not at once enforced,
proposed that they should be left in abey-
ance for one year with that object, but
readily concurred in the policy of requir.
ing foreign fishing vessels to pay license,
They sustained the Government of Canada
in raising that charge, and when it was
found ineffective in enforcing our rights,
and no disposition eyinced for reciprocal
trade, they again sent a large naval force
to aid in excluding foreign fishermen.

New causes of irritation having sprang up
between England and America, Her Ma-
jesty's Government have desired, pending
their discussion, to avoid the enforce-
ment of our extreme rights; but they
have been careful to notify the United
States that they do not concede anything
that has ever been claimed under the
treaty of 1818, He (Dr. Tupper) contend.-
ed that with this evidence before us of the
determination on the part of England, not
to yield up one jot or one tittle of our
rights, but to aid us on every occasion for
the past thirty years to maintain them un-
impaired, it would be as unjust as it would
be ungiateful to evince the slightest dis-
trust, or to suppose for &8 moment that the
Imperial Government could for any conside-
ration forget the interests of this Dominion.
His hon. friend, the member for Sher-
brooke, had complained of the withdrawal
of the troops from Canada, but while all
would regret their departure, if Her Ma-
jesty’s Goverhment were of the opinion
that by concentrating their forces in Eng-
land they could best consult the security of
the Empire, we must bow to their decision.
The House must not forget that, no sooner
had the first indication of danger occurred
at the time of the ‘‘Trent’ affair, than
swift steamers from England were follow-
ing each other in rapid succession across
the ocean, pouring troops and munitions
of war into Canada for its defence. Nor
must it be forgotten that two regiments of
British troops and three batteries ef artil-

lery are maintained at Halifax, the pre-

sent headquarters, which is being made

Commission.
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one ' of the strongest fortresses in
i%e;ﬂﬁl . b'y Imperial expenditure.
an oo sgestyg Government had shown
causgm?us flgsn’e to avoid any possible
oy 19 collision with the United States,
e elieved it was largely increased by the
e ection, that in such g struggle Canada
thu:t naturally be the battle ground for
b, At unnatural war. He could readily un-
;rsgt;d mthe desire of England to avoid
eans consistent with i

h'oz.lqur,'a war that would be a disrglg:::anal

International

pelledﬂ to Join them. The Confederation of

:hese mioes was then considered an

8 yoar age: tlﬁk%ywt:hr%untm o s oy
A 2 est wag i

of Insurrection, and it was said thalg gr?g‘stﬁ

animously asked adm;

eration paked a 1s810n into the Confed.

terms oftered -
N u::rnn_xent of Canada, Instea?id ofb{)eglg
b thed Into anmexation by the abrogation

® Reciprocity Treaty,

1 we find our ex.
fl?‘:t“‘ ;o the United States exceed;i

ormer  year, and were five
immmiom from th:txoe” ; of our
& POtftﬂ ! country. - Never
& hhe Whole of the Dominion enjoy so

thg a degres of prquﬁerity ; While each of
Provmt A ces of which it ig composed can
wat'}ase large surplus revenue, the Central
o mm:fp:m rtl: able to
Orease rteen millions in oyp-
Over the former year; a large (i)x‘:lgreeggrg

the Revenue fy
Raiing ® from Imports, Excige Canals
ovide m;y;; Post Office an .

cial -

d‘;npmuﬂpdesﬁty, while the value of Cana-
never b and Stocks has reached a point
ﬁna.ncialx,g:-éi attained.  Such is the
ernment ig y Qn:Of C&n&d&, that the Gov-

e e b o i
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vigorously with the great questions of
canals and a railway to the Pacific, but
at the same time reduce the comparative-
ly light taxation of the people,
Ifeel assured that under these auspicious
circumstances the hon. member for Sher-
brooke will withdraw his resolutions, and
this House by its unanimous action will
show to the world, that all parties in Cana-
da have unqualified faith in the justness
of our cause, and the support of England in
the maintainance of our rights, by allow-
ing the Commisgioner whom Her Gracious
Majesty has chosen for Canada, to enter
upon the high duties with which he is
charged, as free and untrammelled as his
colleagues belonging to either England or
America (loud cheers).

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL was surprised
to hear the remarks of the hon. member
opposite. The circumstances of this coun-
try with regard to England had under-
gone no change. With respect to our
Fisheries, the policy of the English and
Canadian Governments, has been the using
of them, with a view to promote the recip-
rocal trade of Canada and the States. .The
chief object was not the simple protection
of our Kisheries. So far as we had gone
little had been gamed in the direction de-
gired. The hon. gentlemen on the Trea-
sury Benches had changed their views with
regard to the importance of the Fisheries
83 a means to the attainment ofa ‘larger
trade with the States. The question would
now seem likely to be settled on ite merits.
The questions to be submitted to the

mmission were mainly connected ‘with
the Iate Civil War, with which we- had
nothing to do. The claims of Canada
touching the Fenian invasion do not seem
likely to be dealt with. The House should
receive distinct assurances that the Gov-
ernment had done its duty in this matter.
If ‘all the other subjects. mentioned in
connection with the Commission were to
be considered, the Raid claims -would
stand a poor chance of consideration. He
was glad at the prospect of a - settlement
of these questions, but feared’ the. High
Commission without any expression on the
part of this House, would dispose ‘of the
Fishery question to the advantags of Eng-
land, ang as a set off to the‘Alabama’claims.
The interests of Canada would rum the risk
of grave injury. The rights and interésts
of the people of this country should not
be sacriticed as a set off ‘to American
claims upon England, and ‘this House
should so express its opizion. : From per-
sonal knowledge of the feeling of men in
the Lower Provinces; - he could state, that
it was feared the rigim end claims of Ca-
‘nada would suffer in'the forthcoming Com-
missibn, That was his own apprehension
. There was no doubt that vigilance

Commission.
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and determined action were necessary on
the part of Canadian statesmen to prevent
our interests being seriously compromised.
We had suffered gravely from the blun-
ders of British and Colonial representatives
in dealing with questions between us and
the United States. The tendency of the
negotistions, the spirit in which they
wonld be undertaken, led to the conclu-
sion that our interests were in danger.
(Ironical cheers). He was firmly con.
vinced that the attempt of the Govern.
wment of Canada to put in force extreme
cleims and rights of this country with re.
gard to the Fisheries, without the cordial
assistance of the Imperisl Government,
was a dangerous policy, (cheers and coun-
ter cheers). The Hon. Finance Minister
laughed, but if England had gone to war
with Bussis, as was lately probable,
another kind of expression would have
overspread his countenance. He believed
that the Hon. Premier should not be al-
lowed 0 commit this country to any ar.
rongement--ibat he showld not be subject-
od to defeat m the Coramision by s major-
iy of his collesgues, without a previous
declaration of the opinion of this House,
(abeers).

Mx. YOUNG said as far as the resolu-
$ions were ooncerned, he could not agree
with the hon. member for Sherbrooke ; at
the same time he did not think it right to
find fault, unless the question was brought
before them in an enlarged manper. Our
relations both to the United States and
the Mother Country should be cordial and
friendly. The interests of the Dominjon
tended to draw closer the bonds of friend-
ship with the Mother Country and the
United States. We all sprang from the
same origin, and we ought to be drawn
together in the common bonds of friend-
ship sad good feeling, and if others did
anything that wonld cause a breach of
amity  and  good! feeling, we would
net be to blame. With the excep-
ion of one particular point he did not
think that any Jjust cause of con}:flamt
oould be. bronght againgt Canada. He re-
forred 1o placing the duty on coal.  He
warnad the Minister of Finance that mat-
tar wouid be taken exception to, on the
other side of the line, and that it would
be likely to create ill feeling there.
With the exception of that one serious
blunder the policy of the Government had
been conciliatory. But disguise it as we
might, a very considerable portion of
their people had encouraged attacks upon
this country. With these facts before
them, he, for one, felt that the Commis-
sion at Washington should stand up for
the rights of this country. It would cause
s dangerous feeling here, if the rights of
our Fisheries were 0 bo at all yielded to

Hon, Mr. McDougall,
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the United Btates. With regard to the
President’s message, he considered that
our policy bad been most liberal to-
wards them. It had gone to the extreme
limits—as far as the rights of this Gov-
ernment could go. We have allowed them
the use of our canals, and, considering the
expense we had been at in the building of
them, he thought, under these ciroum-
stances, we ought to stand up for our
rights, He was inclined to think that
from what was said about the Fenian raids,
our Government had not pressed it upon
the Imperial Government in as strom,
a light as they should have done. Wit 4
regard to the Hon. Minister of Justice, he
had the utmost confidence in his judgment
and knowledge. We have learned some
wholesome lessons gince 1866, the time
when the treaty was abolished. He could &
not speak much for the other Provinces, &
but for the Province of Ontario they had %

od  evidence of the prosperity
ggisting there.  They bhad  evi-
dence that ©  the deposits  in

the Banks were largely increasing, In
1869 there were six millions of dollars in
the various Savings Banks, and at the pre-
sent time there were fully seventy millions
belonging to the people in our Building
Societies. Still we were willing to meet
our neighbours half way, though under no
necessity of doing so. He considered
if the Americans were prepared to Eal:%
our commercial relations on a better basis,
it would be for the advantage of both

countries.

Mr. BLAKE thought that they were not
in a position, from the information in their
hands, to properly discuss tbe question;
and even if they were, they were not, in
the interest of the country, free to discuss
it in all its bearings to any advantage; and
while there could not be free, unfettered
discussion, it was better there should be
none atall. Asto the besi mode of set-
tling international disputes, there was, of
late days, no difterence of opinion. The ba-
msane and equifsble spirit was
o]l due influence. This did not conolude
the present;question, however. This was
not the case of a regular dispute betwee
two ordinary nations. The complimtes
position of the Mother Country, with
its various dependencies and various
interests, created or occasioned questions
of & different character from those origi-
nating with other powers. He felt averse
from pronouncing upon the present motion
or the character of the Commission for a
variety of reasons. In the first place, they
did not know what its scope was, The
Premier was not able to tell us whether it
embraced the claims of Canada on account
of the Fenian Raid. Then some of the
members had not had time to study the
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papems brought down, and some material
to the case ﬁad ev;:in’ently not been pro-
duced . A dooument made and sent to
the United Rtates i

the people of Cang,

whose behoef it was despatched, should

¥e been made acquainted with (cheers).

A0, we did not know whether our con-
sent £o the Commission’s conclusions was
0 be asked. The Premior seemed to
Sasume, that because the provisions of the
. would ¢ probabiy,” as he had
observed, be submitted to the Imperial
Parliament, they would have to be sub.
Wmitted to this Parliament, That by no

means followed, we had already recorded
our ¥iews upon those matters shortly to be
considered— that the people of this coun-
try had not demanded and did not demand
anything more than thejr rights secured
by treaty and the law of nations. Had we
not recorded that declaration, the state-
ment of the First Minister, on introducing
this question, would haye filled him (Mr,
Blake) with considerable apprehension;
because he belioved this speech was
designed to lead the country to

conclusio that  the “head-
land question was one which they would
Probably hear the end of in this Commis-
sion, and in & Way not satisfactory to the
Peopls of this co (hear, hear).
question. was, )

nstituted, the

Place had been decided. The Govern-
ment took the responsibility in the first
Instance of proposing the Commission with
regard to the Fisheries, and, in the second
ﬂl&ce, of agreeing to participate in the
bours of that Commission, when its 8cope
had been enlarged to other subjects, and,
1 the third place of agreeing to that Com.
mission without knowing whether it would

embrace the Fenian Raid claims of Can.

, st db taly
Erevooeres ep had been taken and was

e Commission was just
b $0 sit, and it :

v i _appizx;d toulgim that

Y 08y might take, co in the
slighiest d ‘ t i i
moment, e reverse that policy at this

ent wrere powerless to prevent
the sitting of the Commyjssion, or the con.
#n0e of its sittings, or its arrival at con.
clusions on the questions which the
émier said might Probably be submitted
it. The question was, whether we ought
%0 do or gay anything which might in the
slightest degree embaryas, or impede the
°t:‘1ue of the Administration with regard
the matters upon which they had as-
Sumed this responsibility, His opinion
Was they should nog by voice, vote, or
‘%‘,"0"1' do or say anything of the kind.
5 Should allow matters o proceed
without doing anything to gmm
theGavernment_,or tending to bring &;
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labours of the Commission to am unsuc-
cessful termination. He did not think it
was expedient we should come toany
resolution whatever on this question. He
believed, notwithstanding, the claims of
Canada were indisputably coirect. How-
ever, he joined with the hon. gentle-
men on both sides of the House in
requesting the hon. member for Sher-
brooke to withdraw his resolutions. i
Hon. Sir A. T. GALT, in reply, said he
was willing that the first minister and
other gentlemen should combat his con-
clusions,but he denied their right to charge
him with imputing motives when only in-
terpreting acts. (cheers). With regard to
the policy of Great Britain in the matter of
the removal of the troops, he did not pro-
pose to discuss the question, as the hon.
gentleman, the leader of the Government,
had stated, as his individual opinion, that
he was opposed to the present policy of
the Imperial authorities, and it might be
assumed that that was the opinion of the
whole Government, as shewn by Mr.
Campbell’s report. He considered, how-
ever, that that policy evidenced a material
alteration in the relation of the Empire to
Canada, and he contended that it was
therefore a fit snbject for digeussion, as it
concerned the nearest interests of the
country, The leader of the Governmens
had also stated, in"regard to the course
taken by Canada on the Fishery question,
that if Canada had refused to meet the
wishes of the Imperial Government in
the matter of Licenses, she would have
been acting against the interests of the
Empire, and would have been liable to :g
the consequences that might have flow
from a serious disagreement between
England and the United States. He
thought, however, that that argument
should have been remembered by the -
Government a year ago, when they deter-
mined on the policy then commenced,
which was certain to bring about this
disagreement. What he had desired
thronghout had been, that such a temper-
ate policy should be pursued as would
have avoided all trouble. Stﬂ&om the
present aspect of the matier, although he
might disagree with the course the Gow-
ernment. had taken, he would not befqubﬂ
weakening their bands. The mthe
for Lambton, though admitt th&ta oo
debate "might prove useful, 'us oy
he thought it wonld appear ung::i(tif o
in‘terfgag in insion,
roceedin, 2 ;
End had sg?)ken ofhis (8ir A. T. Galt’s) re-
marks on the question of defemce, as
though they had some practical bearing
on the particnlar question under discussion,
whereas they had only been intended to
indicate in the, policy of the: lmperial

Commission.



123

Government a divergence from that of the
Canadian Government, showing the neces-
sity that the  House should
express its opinion on a question
which concerned Canada alone. He then
referred to the enquiries which had been
made in the House of Commons in Eng-
land, in reference to the scope and powera
of the Commission, as a sufficient prece-
dent to justify him in bringing the ques.
tion before the House. The member for
West Durham had stated that the discus-
sion was inopportune, inasmuch as the
House had already disposed of the matter
in its reply to the speach of His Excellency.
He maintained that in passing that reply
it was understood that the House was not
bound to anything; and he would men-
tien that, on that becasion, he had only
been prevented from introducing the pre-
sent £scmsion by expressions from both
sides of the House, that it had better be
postponed to a future time.

Mr. MACKENZIE said that he had, on
the occasion of the passing of the reply to
the Address, asked for the papers, ex-
pressly in order that the discussion might
take place.

Hon. SirA.T.GALT continued, that the
discussion wasonly postponed in the absence
of the papers, and he had therefore simply
brought forward what ought to have been
disposed of in considering the address.
However, on a question of such importance,
surrounded by considerations of the very
gravest moment, he would be unworthy
of his pomtion as a representative of the
people if he did not defer to what appear-
ed to be the general opinion of the lead-
ing members of the House. He had
thought that s declaration of the views of
the House on the question would do good,
and he still thought so, but inasmuch as
the first Minister of the Crown had stated
that- he would feel hampered and em-
barassed in the discharge of the impor.
fant duties assigned to him, if the resolu-
tions before the House were carried, he

only one -course open for him. The
leader of the Government had thus as-
sumed the responsibility of the matter,
and he had the most implicit confidence
that the honourable gentleman, whatever
he might think of his pohcy in some re.
spects, would do his duty in the interests
of the country, ably and well, and he felt
that they had obtained some additional
guarantee for their safety in the negocia-
tions then about to take place. He there.
fore asked permussion to withdraw his
resolutions.

Mr. FORTIN said that in rising to ad-
dress some remarks on the important
subject under discussion, he wou{)d first
beg the indulgence of the House as he

Hon. Sir A. T, Galt,
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was going to speak in & language that was
not his own. “ He had heard the hon.
member for the North Riding of Lanark
make a statement that he could not ad-
mit. This hon. member had said, that
in the protection of our Fisheries, we had
advocated and maintained extreme rights,
Mr. Fortin was ready to assert, (and in
this assertion he was sure to be sustain-
ed by all the people engaged
in the Fisheries,) that the
Government of Canada had not maintain-
ed extreme rights in the execution of the
measures adopted by the protection of the
Fisheries. Far from it. We had always
acted .in & friendly and conciliatory
spirit towards the fishermen of the United
States, and we had even allowed several of
our rights to remain in abeyance witha view
to conciliation; such for instance as the right
to draw the line inside which foreign
fishermen are excluded, from headland
to headland. We had only prevented the
foreign fishermen to come and fish inside
the three miles limit, in waters, which ac-
cording to the law of nations, are uncontest-
ably ours. We have advocated the same
rights that the Government of the United

Commission.

States  maintain  on their  own
sea board. It is also maid that
when the treaty of  reciprocity

was cancelled, our (Government did not
give sufficient notice to the people of the
United States of our intention to maintain
our rights, and thereby exclude foreign
fishermen from our waters. Why, when
we, 1n 1866, we adopted the license system,
by ‘which we allowed the fishermen of the
United States to participate in our inshore
fisheries for a nominal fee, it was well un-
derstood at the time that we would stand
by our rights the next year. However, we
continued the system through the same
spirit of conciliation and friendliness, in
1867, 1868, and 1869, although it had
proved a failure, very few American ves-
sels having taken licenses during the last
two years. Did we receive any compensation
for what I will call the surrender of our
rights, from the people of the United
States? I must answer, No. Could we
continue this system any longer? No, it
was against the intereste of our fishermen
to do so0, and we stood by our rights, The
Government of the United States was m.
formed of this determination of ours. The
United States Government gave notifica-
tion of it to their own fishermen as
early as the middle of the month of
May, and besides, despatched one of
their war vessels in the Gulf to warn
their fishermen against intruding in our
waters. Was not that sufficient notice?
But besides, are not the American
fishermen instructed as to ‘our rights
on the back of their fishing licenses, that
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they have to
from their ¢
for a fishin

take instead of clearances
ustom Officers when they start
€ Voyage ? There is to he found

on that document the greatest part of
the treaty of 1818, by which they can see
at once on wh

at parts of the British coasts
they have a right to fish, and on what
other parts they have not  that right, In
Iy opinion this complaint, that our Gov-
ernment did not sufficiently notify the
fishermen of the United States of our in-
tention to maintain our fishery righta, is
tutile and not at all founded on facts. An.
other complaint thas hag come from across
the border, is that. we, in an unfriendly
manner, have prevented the fishing ves.
sels from Betting  their fishing supplies
and transhipping their cargoes in our ports,
xs_nothm(f else but exercising a right

of trading, and it ig well known “that by
the treaty of i i

b the American
& vessels are forbidden by their own
vernment o ade  in foreign
porta. Wxt_h regard to the fishery
question itself, he thought  that
matters in contestation between
the ('.wt::l Govemoxlixrents we,
adjustment, hery rights were un-
deniable, and could be easigly established
be_yond_ any doubt. As for the three
miles limit, we only asserted and claimed
rights that were given to all maritime ng.
tions on their seaboard by the law of na.

tions, and which the United State

pretelnt.i,en. The Bri-
always maintained
ght, and had repeatedly asserted it
the seia rican vessels found
Dg inside of that line, prior to the
Soming into operation of the Reciprocity
Treaty. And when this treaty was can.
celled, this right was only left in abey-
%8, 1n & apirit of friendliness and cop.
gltg::lsm;’ towards the people of the United

; but it was never given up by our
Government, And y
don it? Do o tvvhy should we aban.

1 h
United States claj :ng mt?i;n: o:igzie-
lar right on the c0asts? Donot they as-
and. exercige Jurisdiction over the
e  Bay and
th

©be refused a similar right on
cries 1?  The question of the Fish-

issior™® 89Iing 0 be submitted to a Com-
smmta tes S0mposed of British and American
e wo?fi nd he was happy to know that
sion b Tepresented in that Commis-
3 D by our abje Premier, He had confi-

ence tha British Commissioners
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would defend our rights, and the Mother
Country would stand by us. And if for
the purpose of ensuring the continuance
of amicable and peaceful relations, and
giving greater facilities to the trade be.
tween the two countries, some arrange-
ments were recommended by the Commis-
sion, he expected that none of our rights
would be given up, unless equivalent ad-
vantages were secured. Our inshore wa-
ters are the fields of operation of our
maritime population, It is there that our
fishermen have to reap for the support of
their families. It is, so to say, the soil
day and night, and every
one knows how their work is laborious,
dangerous, and often poorly recompensed.
And therefore, if any of our Fishery rights
are to be given up, a policy that I am
not prepared to recommend, it must be
well understood that equivalent advan.
tages, directly benefitting our maritime
popuiation, must be secured from our
neighbours, such as fishing rights on the
United States coasts, although I may say
they are not of great value to us: a free
market for our fish, and the same advan-
tages to our shipping in the waters of the

nited States, as they enjoy in ours, Mr.
Fortin had also 5 few remarks to make
with regard to another complaint coming
from the other side of the line. It was
that the fishermen of the United States
had been molested on our coasts, He
could say that this was also without founda.
tlon. It had been hislot to be employed dux-
Ing sixteen years in the protection of.the
Fisheries of Canada, and he had reliable
Information as to what had taken place in
the Gulf prior to the establishment of the
Protection Service in 1852, and he could
8ay that the American fishermen had
never been molested on our shores,
neither by the agents of the Government,
nor by our maritime population, who at
all times treated the American fisher-
men in a most friendly manner.
He would say more, it was the Americans
that had often molested our fishermen in
our waters, and he could prove: that this
was the case by citing numerous instances,
But he would content himself by mention.
ing the following cases: = How
often has it not happened that our
fishermen have been practically excludep

Natashquan, and: the
fishing grounds adjoining i

ining i, slthough
Natashquan is to the West of Mount Jo,
and consequently undeniably in waters
reserved to the British 1‘ﬁtd]:;n-men_, be:au;:
Ameriean fishing vesse ppening to
there before ourgvesaels,fﬁlled that harbour
to such an extent, that dly any room
was left for our own vessels to find shelter
in it, while the fishing grounds were coy-
ered by swarms of American fishing boats,

Ty
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which, as may be well understoed, injured
very materially the operations of
our fishermen. How many times
have not large numbers of Ameri-
can fishing vessels come to anchor
m our harbours, roadsteads and bays,
inside and among the moorings of the
nets of our fishermen, and have either pre-
vented the latter from setting their nets,
which were going to provide them with
bait for the next day's work, or have, in
running out during the night or even in
day time, torn and destroyed many of those
nets, worth from $20 to $40, by catching
them with the keels of their vessels, and
thereby depriving our fishermen of the
means of prosecuting their labours of the
morrow and sometimes of many days. No
bait, no fishing, as every one kmows.
I will not speak of the numerous
instances in which our maritime popula-
tion have suffered from depredations, tres-
passes and other acts of malfeasance, and
for which our people got no redress.
Before ending his remarks, Mr. Fortin
renewed the expression of his confidence
in the Govermment and said that the
utterances that had fallen from the lips of
the Honourable Preimier, when he spoke
this afternoon, contirmed him in the
belief that in the negotiations about to
be o%ened at Washington, the Government
woul: maintain  our rights. He
added, that the protection given
to our fisheries last year had been
productive of a great deal of good,
and hoped that it would be continued.
There was a time when this question of
our fisheries and their development and
protection were looked at under different
points of views by the people of the differ-
ent sections of this country. 'The western
portion of this country had in general
always opposed the fostering and protec-
tion of this important part of our na-
tional wealth, and all know the opposition
that had been made, and the ridicule that
Had been attempted, on the action of
the Wovernment, when the first expedition
was fitted-out in Canada, for the protection
of'our fisheries. But it was with pleasure
that he could state now, that those untor-
tunate differences of opinmion had disap-
pesred; and thatin the question now before
the House, the sentiments of the whole
nation were in unison. And- this is not
the least of the happy results of Confedera-
tion, which has bound together the people
of the different- Provinces not only by
a material tie, but more so by sentiments
of friendship, respect, and' union, which
justify us in the expectation of a
bright future for this  country.

Dr. ROBITAILLE—I did not intend,
Mr. Speaker, to offer any remsarks on the
subject that has occupied the attention of

Mr. Fortin.
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this hon. House for several hours, but I

Commission.

‘must corroborate the statements made by

my friend from Gaspé. The American
fishermen have never been molested by
our fishermen nor by the authorities of
this country; on the contrary, they have
been the aggressors on all occasions. They
have, without provocation, ill-used our
people on shore as well as at sea; they
have taken advantage of the Sumia.y to
abuse and insult our peaceful population
on the highway as well as in the houses;
they have wantonly destroyed nets ‘set
along the shore for bait, belonging to our
fishermen; they have stolen our fisher-
men’'s boats, and have, by their large
numbers, made themselves masters on the
waters of Bay Chaleurs, as well as on
shore, insulting and assaulting right and
left without any provocation; and of this
I am an eye witness, They used to
look  upon the  License  Sysiem
as null and ridiculous, because,
as they jocosely used to say, the officers
engaged in protecting the Canadian fsh-
eries must give them  three warnings be.
fore seizing upon them, and they were sure
of being en route for Boston after the first
or second warning, with & full eargo; and
therefore they would not take licenses
when they could so easily avoid doing so.
Hence the failure of the license aystem.
I need not repeat what has been so elo-
quently said of the importance of our fish-
eries, of their value to our brave and hard-
working fishermen; of their value to this
country in a pecuniml-‘y;xfoint of view, as
well as & field for the production of a hardy
class of sailors, upon whom may depend
on some future occasion the safety of this
country. I need not enlarge upon the ne-
cessity of preserving intact those most
valuable fishing grounds, that vast field of
labour for nearly one-fifth of our
population, as these things are fully
understood by this House and by
the public at large. My chief object
in rising, when the subject of this
debate has been 8o completely exhausted
by able and elogquent speakers, is to ascer-
tain from the honourable the leader of the
Government if T understood him correetiy,
when I gathered from his remarks conoern-
ing the fisheries the other day, speaking
on the Address, ¢ That the keadland ques-
tion was of little moment, provided we could

erve our-exclusive right to the three miles
Uimit,”If I am correct in this,theHonourable
Premier will permit me to say that he has
not grappled with the importance of the
question ; that if he is prepared to give-up
the question of the headland limit, he may

-as well be prepared to give up the three

miles reserve; that if he by any pos-
sibility entertains any such notions, he had
better not go to Weshington, as-he would




129

sacrifice one of the eatest interests of
the Dominion - & :

; and I speak thus to the
honourable gentleman, because the moment
he allows the American, fishermen to
Penetrate into our bays, he may rest as-
sured the fishing is done for our own

instance, the moment
fishermen come into Bay
eurs, where 1 have personal experi
ence, even keeping outside of the three
miles limit, the fishing is done for our
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mier knows tlmi; Ikgppxieciate his talents
consumate knowledge (and, indeed
Mr.ﬁ;_)ea.ker, 1 had not had ggn yearé
eXperience of his ability, his statesman-
© 8peoch’ this afternoon would have
been sufficient o gain my esteem). He
knows that | repose implicit confidence in
; that I feel his presence at Washing-
will be a safeguard to the interests of
the Dominion, and therefore I trust that
he will accept my remarks in the same
Spirit as they are given, and that he will
be in a position to dispel my apprehensions.
mﬁ%n. lSir JOHN A, MACDONALD had
vol pleasure in repeating what he had
already said, which was, not;g that the head-
d question was of no consequence, but
unimportant as com i
the whole question of the Fisﬁ?gs.m%g
order to meet the wishes of Her Majesty’s
Government, and  in  order to
support
Canadian Government
agreed that the headland question
should_ be left in abeyance, but at the
Same time it was fully stated, and, in no
way abandoned, If the Canadian Govern.
had not so acted, it might have fajl.
ed to get the mora] support of the Im-
perial Government amf the presence of

the British uadron i H
hD"° ROB YBI‘qAILL I;l in Canadian waters,

: ~I am happy to hear
e Hon, Premier say that the qxl)xestion of
not be abandoned, and [

A molestations of American
ishermen, and I feel it my duty to de-
2ouse, that during the last
St:::lpn, such judicious ang eﬂica.%ious pro-
_ ’gg hag been fiven 88 commands my
agﬁ H:\t;ls:l.l as well as that of this honour.

Permission was

then gi , ith-
drawal of the resoluii?) x;g;.ven for the with.-

e House adjourned at 10:30 pm.

10

—————
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Moxpay, Feb. 27, 1871,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

After routine business.
THE FISHERY QUESTION.

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
made the motion, which he had allowed to
stand over on a previous day, for an Address
to His Excellency the Governor General,
praying that His Excellency will cause to
be laid before the House copies of the cor-
respondence relating to'the Fisheries since
the last return made to Parliament; also
copies of all correspendence relating to
the Joint Commission appomnted by the
Government of Great Britain and the
United States. Great anxiety, he said,
existed throughout the country with re-
spect to the question, and grave doubts
were entertained whether our rights
would be preserved intact by the Com.
missioners meeting at Washington. Under
these circumstances it was very desirable
that the House should have every infor.
mation given it respecting the question,

Hon. Mr, MITCHELL replied that he
and his colleagues were much obliged to
thq hon. gentleman for the manner in
which he had allowed his motion to stand
over until the papers were ready to be
submitted elsewhere. That hon. gentle-
man had stated that some anxiety was
entertained throughout the country with
ll;z?ect to the question, and grave doubts

arisen in_some quarters whether the
rights and privileges hitherto enjoyed by
the people of the Dominion would be sus-
tained or abandoned. He (Mr. Mitchell)
was, however, glad to be able to tell his
hon. friend, that there need be no such
doubts henceforth, and that our rights
would be fully vindicated. He was pleased
to state his own firm conviction, and that
of the Government of which he had the
honor to be a member, that England
would continue in the future as in the past
to preserve the rights of the Dominion.
In order that the House might thoroughly
understand the question, it would be neces-
sary o gwe a short history of it.. Hon.
geatlemen would remember the Treaty of
1783, under which certain privileges were
given to the Americans. It was true that
the Americans of that. claimed in the
settlement of the Treaty of 1783, that they
had as much right to certain fishing
privileges as the British thenselves. They
claimeﬁ that they had assisted in conquer.

.| ing from old France a portion of the Pro-

vinces of British North America, to which
the fisheries were a territorial adjunct.
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Therefore, by right of conquest, they
urged that they were entitled to an equal
share in the fisheries, It
must be evident to every one
that such a claim could not be recognized
by England. In fact, it was never acknow-
ledged by her; but in that spirit of con-
ciliation which so often characterizes her
dealings with other powers, she determin
ed rather than protract the war to grant
certain concurrent privileges which they
continued 0 enjoy up t01812.When the war
of 1812 broke out, of course that treaty
of 1783 became a dead letter. When peace
again ensued, difficulties arose in arrang-
ing a satisfactory plan with respect to the
use of the fisheries. The treaty of 1814
was subsequently signed without any
reference to the fisheries or the naviga-
tion of the Mississippi—the two questions
on which there was a difficulty in" arriving
at a satisfactory arrangement. The
Americans no doubt hoped by a
persistent use of the privileges
they enjoyed up to 1812, to obtain a right
by user to the tisheries. It would be in
the recollection of the hon. gentlemen
who have studied the question that the
British Government, under the direction
of Earl Bathurst, issued a despatch giving
such directions to the officer in cemmand
of the British North American squadron as
would require him to enforce the strict
rights which British subjects were entitled
to enjoy, and excluding foreigners from
participation in our fisheries, which were
the exclusive property of the British. That
law was strictly enforced for some time ;
with moderation, it was true, but never-
theless with firmness, so as to prevent
any right of user accruing with respect to
the fisheries. It iwould also be recol-
lected that seizures were made which
became the subject of remonstrance
through the American Ambassador at the
Court of London, and the result was the
Convention of 1818, which ended in the
American Government accepting the pri-
vilege of fishing, {ree “in common with
the subjects of His Britannic Majesty, on
that g)art of the southern coast of New-
foundland, which extends from Cape Ray
to the Rameau Islands, on the Western
and Northern coast of Newfoundland from
the said Cape Ray to the Quirpon Island,
and also on the coasts, bays, harbours, and
crecks from Mount Jolly, on the Southern
coast of Labrader, and through the Straits
of Belleisle, and thence Northeasterly in-
definitely along the coast.” The Ameri-
cans at the same time voluntarily abrogated
any claims or privileges, if ever they had
any, along the coast of the rest of the
British North American possessions.
The language of the treaty was so strong

that it was worth while quoting it: « And

Hon. Mr. Mitchell.

[SENATE]

132

the United States hereby renounce, for
ever, any liberty heretofore enjoved or
claimed by the inhabitants thereof, to
take, dry, or cure fish on or within three
marine miles of any of the coasts, bays,
creeks, or harbours of His Britannic Majes.
ty’s dominions in America, not included
within the above mentioned limits.”” From
1818, during a few years, the rights of the
two nations were perfectly well under-
stood—no complaints of infringment were
made. Subsequently, however, the Amer-
icans found that they were not enjoying
as many advantages from the fisheries as.
they had formerly had, and then com-
menced to encroach upon the British
American Fisheries. = The effect of
these encroachments was to direct to them
the attention of the British Government
who gave instructions to Admirel Seymour
to enforce the law, and several seizures
were accordingly made up to 1840. The
right of excluding American fishermen
was not only enforced by England within
the three marine miles, but within the
headlands. Then the question of headlands
came up. It wasurged on the one side that
the question of headlands should not be en-
forced, inasmuch as one of headlands of the
Bay of Fundy was on American territory.
But the main argument was the terms of
the treaty did not contemplate exclusion
from the large bays, but from the small
ones, such as were inside the Bay of Fundy
itself. Neither the Bay of Fundy nor the
Bay of Chaleurs, it was urged, was meant by
the treaty. Thus the matter stood in 1840.
The Americans continued to maintain,
that they could not be legally excluded
from the Bay of Fundy inasmuch as one of
its headlands, was American territory The
English Government, whilst consenting to
the practical use of the Bay, did not agree
in the construction of the point raised
by the Americans with respect to the head-
lands. At the same time, another ques-
tion arose on account of the seizure of a.
vessel, about twenty milesoft the coast of
Nova Scotia. The subject being brought
to the notice of the British @overnment
they at once ordered that the vessel be
given up on the ground that she was
seized entirely out of their jurisdiction,
and that the officer who had made the
seizure had exceeded his instructions.
But another seizure occured afterwards
within ten miles from the land, and the

Question,

Government  upheld that  seizure,
because it was made within
the headland line claimed by the

law of nations. it was admitted beyonda
doubt both by American as well as FEng-
lish jurists and publicists that the Gov.
ernment of a country, having waters
around it, has a territorial right to those
waters to & distance of three miles along
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the smuosities of the shores. The Ameri-
cans did not object to that, but the English
Government' Went further and said that
they had aright to exclude foreigners—
nl?t following merely the sinuosities of the
T Ores, but three miles drawn from head-
and to headland. Similar claims were
reécognized by eminent American authorr:
ties like Story and Webster—all of whom
Were ever ready to assert American rights
the utmost.” In 1840 a good deal of ap.
Prehension was folt concerning the ques-
tion, but during the next four or five years
the Nova Scotia Government acted with a
great deal of vigor, They enforced the law
not only in r_etlﬁtign to the three marine
With the aid ot H. M’s, Fleet
:.1111: aﬁ_ila.nd policy, and made many seiz.
ur SC Which were condemned in due form in
J e Lourts. The Americans remonstrated,
ut the result was to sustain Mova Scotia in
the assertion of the strict construction of the
I'!gh§s of the Provinces, In 1854 the Reci.
procity Treaty was entered into, and there
could be no doubt that the necessity of
obtaining the uge of the fisheries had g
great deal to do with inducing the Ameri.
cans to enter into that treaty, Under

\ was repealed

Americang taking thle) iMngtlt;}lee
When  the Government  of Cana.-
da  found that  the Americang

were resolved on the repeal of the tre

ere was a belief pervgding the Bri?ig;
yortxon of the continent that the privi.
eges enjoyed under the treaty of 1818
Eoul 8galn comeinto effective Operation,

@ need only say that at, tha time theBritish
t_ovemmeut; Was anxious that no difficyl.
168 should arise on accountof the enforce.
ment of oy rights, and adopted every

mode to bring about an amicable arrange.

ment, My, Cardwel! brough j
r ght the subject
under the notice of the Governmeug of
Pfl_’ovmce'of Canada, and they in a
of Council, under date of March

be greatly diminished If the
theﬂﬂmghts ermen continued to exercise
Procity ¢ of which the repeal of the Reci-
had deprived them, Theysug-

e to ericans of licenses to

Bt was carried out for
& year, at the enq of which a feeling still
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prevailed that there was a chance of ob-
taining a renewal of the Reciprocity
Treaty. A conference was held at Wash- .
ington on the subject, Hon. Messrs. Galt
and Howland representing Canada, Hon.
Mr. Henry, Nova Scotia; and Hon. Mr.
Smith, New Brunswick. But time passed
away, and there appeared little prospect
of obtaining a new treaty. After Con-
federation the Government of Canada felt
that it was necessary to enforce in some
way the Fishery rights, and it was deemed
advisable to continue the license fee
which was raised to one dollar. The re-
sult of the working of the license system,
however, was just asit had been predicted
by Nova Scotia in 1866—1That it would
practically hand over the Fisheries to
the Americans without compensation,
The li_ense fee was systematically evaded
in the course of time, until the amount
collected in 1869 was merely nominal,
Under these circumstances the Govern.
ment felt that it was incumbent upon
them to refuse to grant further licenses,
and to exclude foreigners from our fishing
ground altogether. ~ As respects the in.
shore Fisheries, the exclusion during the
Past seagon had been effective--the fleet
of American Fishermen had been able to
OI.)tain.only partial fares.  As regards the
isheries within the headlands, he would
say that in 1865 the British Govermment
urged the (anadian authorities not to
ask the enforcement of the headland line.
England was most anxious then as now to
enforce our rights, but she wished to do so
moderately but at the same time firmly.
Owever, when the Americans continued
refuse to enter into new commercial
arrangements, the British Government had
t0 meet the question of the Fisheries dur-
ing the past year. The Government of
Canada, at the close of the pist session,
asked H. M. Govt. to assent to regulations
for the enforcement of our right of exclud.
ing Americans from the inshore fisheries.
They further asked that H. M, Govt. should
enforce the British construction of the
Treaty as maintained and enforced up to
1844, and failing that, should assent to a
proposition to settle the dispute with re-
spect to the headlands by reference to a
joint Commission as proposed by Mr.
Adams in 1866. The British Government
consented to the Iatter proposition, Hishon-
orable colleague, the Postmaster General
was sent to England, and the correspon.-
dence connected with his mission was
before the House.ha Th{: Calx;nadia:o Gg::;‘g-
ment suggested that the plan recom -
ed by MﬁgAdams in 1866, and adopted by
Lord Clarendon, for a Joint Commission to
consider the questions in dispute respec.
ting the Fisheries, might very properly be
carried into effact. Her Majesty’s Govern-

Question.
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ment stated through Earl Kimberly, that
they would make a proposition to that
effect to the American Government, and
subsequently we were informed that the
United States while agreeing thereto
wished to extend the scope of the Com-
mission, and that was agreed to by the
British" Government. It was certainly a
matter for satisfaction to Canada that not
only her proposition for a Commission
had been accepted, but that the place of
meeting was arranged, as she had wished
it, in America. That morning Sir John A.
Macdonald had left for Washington to
take his place on the Commission, as one
of the representatives of British and Cana-
dian interests. He (Mr. M.) had no sym-
pathy whatever with those who were con-
tinually intimating that our interests
would be sacrificed by England, in view of
other and more potent oconsiderations.
The past history of England was a guaran-
tee that noneof our rights would be aban-
doned. The course she had pursued since
the whole question had come before her,
was sufficient to prove to us how anxious
she is to subserve our welfare. Not only
did she accept our proposition respecting
the Commission, but she placed on it the
foremost public man in Canada. In this
way, she gave Canada a position which
no other colony ever before occupied. In
the first time in the history of England,
she had given a Canadian and Colonial
Statesman a share in the settlement of
lmperial questions. Not only would a
Canadian statesman be present to watch
over ourinterests, but Lord Granville had
stated in the House of Lords that
the Commission could not take any
final action—that the refusal of any
one member to concur would put an end
toit. No one could assert that a public
man of the high standing of the Prt_amier
of Canada would sacrifice our rights,
or give them up without some adequate
compensation. If the United States
showed any disposition to enter into a
fair commercial arrangement, he was satis-
fied that Canada would be willing to meet
them half way. As respects the question
of the headlands, it was more a matter of
]Jaw than of arrangement. As to the in-
ternational law sanctioning our claims
there could be no doubt in the mind of
any intelligent man. In conclusion, he
must refer to the interest now taken in the
Fisheries by the people of Ontario as well
as by those of Quebec. A short while
since there was little knowledge in the
West of the great resources of the Mari-
time Provinces, but now, as a representa-
tive of that section, he was gratified to see
how identified Western men had become
with the welfare and prosperity of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. It was also
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due to the commanders of the Canadian
Marine Force—especially Captain Scott and
Captain Lavoie, who respectively directed
the operations of the two divisions of our
cruisers—that he should speak of the
energy and discretion with which they had
performed the delicate and responsible
duties entrusted to them in the course of
the past season. It had already been inti-
mated in another place that the same
means of protecting our interests would-be
pursued as had been so successful last
season. ’

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that as a repre-
sentative of one of the Maritime Provinces,
with a coast line of 1,000 miles, he could
not allow the present opportunity to pass
without making a few remarks. He was
glad to receive so strong an assurance
tfrom the Minister of Marine, that our
rights in these inestimable treasures of
the sea would be kept inviolate and intact.
On one point, however, he wished infor-
mation, and that was, the necessity
for submitting the question at
all to a Commission. He did not speak
with a view of finding fault with the course
pursued in the matter; it was perhaps
the best plan to submit the question to a
Commission. He had understood the hon.
gentleman to say that the question was
one of International law, and if that were
80, why must 1t be disposed of in the way
proposed. Previous to the Reciprocity
Treaty of 1854, there were repeated
seizures of vessels for the infraction of our
rights. The result was the Reciprocity é

g
i

Question.

Treaty! That measure. was, however,
repealed, and we resumed our rights with
respect to the Fisheries, and were appar-
ently in the right track to make the
Americans agree to other commercial ar-
rangements. The Hon. Minister of Marine
had spoken of the seizures between 1840
and 1845, onlyin & very cursory manner.
Now, from 1846, during the eight years up
to 1854, there were repeated seizures and
forfeitures in the Vice-Admiralty Court
of Nova Scotia; and the issue was the
Americans were forced into the Reciprocity
Treaty. It was certainly strange, he must
add before concluding, to find the Presi-
dent of the United States in his annual
message to congress, making such extra-
ordipary statements on this very subject.
Those remarks might have been made with
the knowledge that the Commission was
to meet; but at all evenis they were un-
warrantable in fact. He was gratified that
Canada was to be so ably represented on
the Commission, and shared the antici-
pations of the Minister of Marine that her
interests were safe in the hands of the
Premier. It was only right to call atten-
tion to the fact that the expectations of
his own Province with respect to the opera-
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tion of the license system had been
I‘G » but the remonstrances of the
: OVﬁrnment of Nova Scotia were unheeded.
. © hoped that now the question had as-
t':)lmed the present shape, some satisfac-
wi?i; solutxoq would be found, It was
¢ much satisfaction he saw that the Cana-

1an Government had thought it their duty
 Insist Just claims they had,
arising out of the recent Fenian invasions,
fdlel grusmd that those demands would be
Elrlvl?id ¥P I the manner suggested in
Y mberley’s cool despatch, and that
toey would be.sub‘mit.ted in such a way as

obtain that justice which Canada has a

right to agk (hear),

It
y Inatter of deep regret
if the construction of the Treat§ of lgSrfS

the High Commission

wa Ng passage in g
Jomnt address assed unanimously %)y the

runswick in 1_854, and

globe, have set up
: certain exclusi ivi

within three marine mileg o;‘vgﬁ): 1:;11:5: -s
and th ¥

7 and by the
{ the Con of y
United States renounced forelvsér8 ’ :lﬁ:

mlila::yfof fishing within three marine
po of? the_ooasts,. bays, oreeks, or har
-~ ca.c:min portions of the Britiah N orth
tion 1s 3 Colonies, This treaty stipula.
clearly expressed, and is incapable
ctlon.”  Without dwelling

vention

L d our fishery rights
l‘llléeres_t nowtaken by i;vhe gpeo’
itings p est in the resources of the
: € Provinces, © considered the

r fact a favorable o »
men f
the Confederation, ([-Iea.(:-l.')the fature

on. Mr. LETRLL
was . IER DE ST, JUST
D:;p Tepared to admit as much as the
sadi had just spoken. He
ment migh Y understand that the Govern-
of the co?, ¥ith & regard to the intorssts
mission uatry, have suggested a Com-
11 of " three—one from Eng-
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land, one from the TUnited States
and the other from Canada. 1t was

quite possible that the United States
would not have accepted the proposition ;
nevertheless 1t would have been one de-
cidedly in the interests of Canada, for she

would have the controlling power. The
present Commission, however, was
composed equally of British
and American representatives,

and was to deal with questions which Eng-
land had a very great desire to settle as
soon as possible. The vindication of the
Fishery rights of Canada was only a trifi-
ing matter compared with the removal of
other matters in dispute which might
embroil England in war with the United
States. He was not. at all satisfied with
the tone of Lord Kimberley’s despatches
—they were couched 1 an extremely cold
tone, and showed throughout an absence
of appreciation of Canadian rights. Take
for mstance that extraordinary reply to
Mr. Campbell, who was urging that the

mpire, in case of further Fenian troubles,
should bear the burthen of resisting such
attacks, and that Canada should only con-
tribute as a portion of the Empire. Lord
Kimberley suggested ¢ that the present
generation of Canadians were as responsible
for the alleged wrongs of Ireland as the
present generation of their fellow sub-
Jects residing in Great Britain’ Even as
respects the question of the Fisheries,
Lord Kimberley said that ¢ there might
be some difference with regard to the in-
terpretation of the Treaty as to Bays.”
lhe tone of indifference . throughout was
not at all satisfactory to those who looked
for sympathy and support from the Mo-
ther Country. He must say he did not
think the }ion. Postmaster General had
accomplished as much as had been claim-
ed. He did not see how we could be
benefitted by having our rights mixed up
with other questions of greater import-
ance to Eng‘innd. It was said that whilst
we were under the flag of Great Britain,
there was no fear that she would forget
her duty towards us. But we must not be
more loyal than the Queen. We should

| consider what was due to our own self-

respect. If we read the despatch of Lord
Kimbérley, it seemed as if there was 8
coolness}in the sentiments of Great Britain
towards Canada. Formerly it would have
been high treason for any onme.in the
Houses of Lords and Commons_ to. declare
that Great Britain could allow her con.
nection with the colonies .to be severed.
Now Lord Kimberley must even go out of
his way to sgay that & 16 Gov-
ernment did not wish to interfere
with the freedom of Canada’s future.’
Under all the circumstances, he had not
much confidence that the Commission
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would really protect our Fisheries. The
mterests of England rather than those of
Canada would be considered.

Hon. Mr. TESSIER said that as one who
had been generally designated as ‘‘the
member for the Gulf Division” he felt
bound to make a few remarks expressive
of his gratification at the interest taken in
one of the greatest natural resources of
the Dominion. He had had his
doubts last year whether the efforts of
the Canadian fleet would be satisfactory
to Canadian interests, but he must ac-
knowledge now that its establishment
was a wise and proper measure (hear,
hear). He could not agree with those who
anticipated that our rights would be sacri-
ficed because the Fishery was mixed up
with other questions. If war was to take
place, to-morrow, respecting the Alabama
claims, Canada would be the greatest
sufferer, and she would be the
battle ground; and therefore it was
clearly our interest to have all causes of
difficulty between England and the United
States removed as soon as possible. It
would be very impolitic on our part, were
we, whilst the Commissioners were sitting,
to allow the suspicion to be created that
we would throw any obstacle in the way
of an amicable adjustment of the questions
between -the two nations. For his own
part, he had great confidence that the
whole matter would be "arranged so as to
promote Canadian as well as Imperial
interest.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL contended that,
in view of the great interests at stake,
Canadian as well as Imperial, a Commis-
sion was the best mode of arranging the
questions in dispute. No time seemed
more opportune than the present for a
settlement. The American people were
endeavoring to pay a war debt, and had
hardly yet recovered from the effects of
their civil strife. A few years later, when
they had entirely recovered themselves and
renewed their strength, the time might
not be 80 opportune foran amicable adjust-
ment of troublesome questions between
England and the United States. If we had
not asserted our rights respecting the
Fisheries and repealed the license system,
the Americans might, in course of time
have raised a claim to them on acceunt of
their regular enjoyment of them. The
longer we delayed the settlement of the
question, the more we imperilled our in-
terests, In asking fora Commission, the
Government was largely actuated by a
desire to take a course Which would be
most acceptable to Great Britain. It would
have been a very serious responsibility to
Lave pressed on England the necessity of
any course that might have embroiled her

Hon. My. LeTellier de St. Just.
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with the United States. The Government
took the course open to them as an alter-
native—of referring the questionto a Com-
mission selected from each country, not
for the purpose of concluding the rights of
either party, butin order to point out the
best mode of bringing about a settlement
of the difficulties between the two nations,
It was certainly wiser in England obtan-
ing a settlement peaceably in the way pro-
posed than by spending muillions of treas-
ure and wasting the lives of her people in
an unnatural war, which might probably
have occurred had she in an arbitrary
manner decided to enforce her own view
on a point the Americans differed from
them, The only other alternatives were
abandonment of our claims or s Commis-
sion. He repeated his belief that Canadian
interests,were safe in the hands of the Com-
mission, one of the members of which was
a Canadian Statesman who the House
might rest asswed would agree to nothing
that would not meet with the approval of
the Parliament of Canada.

After a few remarks from Hon. Messrs.
Dickey and Letellier in explanation, the
debate closed and the motion passed.

The House then adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Moxpay, Feb. 27, 1871.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:30

p-m
BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. HARRISON introduced s Bill to
extend the law as to carrying dangerous
weapons,

Mr. DREW introduced a Bill respecting
County Court Judges.

Mr. MACKENZIE asked for explana-
tions.

Mr. DREW said that under the common
law procedure Act of Ontario there was a
provision that Superior Courts could refer
matters of account to the Gounty Court
Judges to decide by summary procedure.
The object of the Bill was to declare that
they had no right in cases of that kind to
make any charge, as they sometiges did at
present.

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL said if that was
the object of his hon. friend’s bill, there
was no necessity to introduce it. If there
was no right to make such charges, there
was no necessity for legislation in that di-
rection. If a County Court Judge should
make an illegal charge, and anyone should
be foolish enough to pay it, that was a
matter that could he easily disposed of.
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Hon. Sir GEQ, E. CARTIER said the
on. member would bear in mind that
the Judges were paid by the Dominion,
and must be dealt with by this Parlia-
aent. If the Judges received anything
leS’ond th.eu' salaries, it must be either
gally or illegally. There would be no
In discussing the matter, and it

might be as well to allow the hon. mem-

r to introduce his measure.
The Bill was read & first time:
second reading, on Thursday. ’

Mr. OLIVER introduced an Act ¢
amend the Patent Act of 1869, " A o

‘ Routine

NEW WRIT roRr EAST RIDING OF HASTINGS.

Sir GEO, E. CARTIER moved
that a new Writ. be issued for an election
of Hastings, to return
® of the Hon. Robert

Read, whe hag been summoned to the

Senate,

ASSIMILATION oF LAWS,
PROVINCES.

Hon. Sir GEORGY E. CARTIER laj
. d
g?f&‘;f the House the preliminary repzlrt
by _oxlxlel Grey, with regard to the manner
o ich to out, as much as possible
o Provisions of the British North Ameri.
ca Act, by Which it was Provided, that the
Property and civil rights ws i
rovinces of Quebec,
New Brunswick might

] £3 report submictgd to the House, he
t
the

&c., FOR THE

must necessarily be pro-
. good, it mattereq not
the assimilation took place or

Mr, MACKENZIE ho
ped the hon,
znu:gixger Would not proceed with the dig-
n b:fgx;e theHdo;umont was laid
use, e did not beli i
ﬁ‘;“é‘:liev g;‘?guctive of the sli cut. good.
L 1V was a vile job f; in-
ng to end, (Cries of “':)rderf:(’,m begin

Hon. Sir G E. CARTIE
. .E. R
th:t his hon. friend had interrupvt':csl m

(tihe"” simply explaining the object of

re i i
uty bgtg':, lmt.mthmg more. It was his

Mr,
06 ok M%EKENZIE—Oh, yes: I have

%o that, but I do object to th
hon, ut I do objec e
celxllexﬂ1 ::npl;';:.ch&m’ctemmg it as an ex-

HOn, Sil‘ GE(_). h ]

Pperfect right to uy-sgARTIER—-I have a
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Mr. MACKENZIE—Then Iraise a point
of order.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—If the hon. mem-
ber on the other side of the House has a
right to make a speech, so have 1.

Mr. MACKENZIE—I doubt very much
if he has ever read it. (Laughter.)

The report was laid on the table, and
the discussion was dropped.

Business.

CORRECTION.

Mr. FORTIN wished to correct a mistake
in the report of his speech on the fisheries
uestion, which appeared in the Tiues.
he printers had made him to say, ¢ And,
therefore, if any of our fishery rights are
to be given up, a policy I am now prepared
to recommend.” (Laughter.) It should
be, “I am not prepared to recommend.”
(Renewed laughter.)

Mr. MILLS It istoo bad to cheat the
hon. member out of his T. (Laughter.)

DEATH OF ELZEAR GOULET, IN MANITOBA.

Mr. MASSON (Soulanges)asked whether
the Government is aware that cne Elzear
Goulet, a Metis of the Province of Man-
itoba, met his death in the month of Sep-
tember last, in consequence of an assault
or threats of assault, on the part of certain
volunteers or soldiers forming part of the
Military Expedition to the North West,
and if so whether the Government have
been put in possession of any documents,
Or other papers relating lo an imvestiga-
tion, or to any other proceedings with a
view to the discovery, trial or conviction,
of the person or persons suspected of hay-
ing been the cause of the death of the said
Goulet. '

Hon. Sir GE(Q. E. CARTIER replied
that the papers on the subject would form
part of those moved for in connection with
the North West Territory.

ELECTORAL DIVISIONS IN NEW BRUNS-
WICK.

Mr. BOLTON asked whether it is the in
tention of the Government to introduce
this Session a measure for the re-adjust-
ment of the Electoral Divisions or districts
in the Province of New Brunswick, the
present division having only been claimed
as temporary, and being at complete var.
iance with the principle of representation
by population3 o

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it
was not the intention of the Government
to alter the electoral divisions. After the
census there would have to be a re-ap-
pointment of the representation.
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PROVINCIAL ARBITRATION.

Mr. GODIN asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to treat the
decision of the Hon Messrs. Gray and Me-
Pherson, bearing date the 3rd September,
1870, in their capacity as Arbitrators ap-
pointed under Section 142 of the British
North America Act, 1867, as a legal de-
cision of the Arbitration Commission ap-
pointed in conformity with the said
section, and in case the Government
should treat the same decision as null and
illegal, whether it is their intention to take
steps to secure the comsent, of the Pro-
vinces of Quebec and Ontario, for the ap-
pointment of a new Arbitration Commie-
sion, and failing such consent, whether it is
the intention of the Government to take
legal means to create a new Arbitration
Commission ?

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the
Government intended to inform the House
by Wednesday or Thursday of its purpose
in relation to the Arbitration question
(cheers).

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Mr. FOURNIER asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to make the
terminus of the Intercolonial Railway at
Levis, 80 as to avoid the usless circuit it
weuld be necessary to make in order to
reach it, by using the line of the Grand
Trunk?

Hon., Mr. LANGEVIN replied, the
subject had been submitted to the
Department of Public Works at
different periods ; but the Government
had come to no decision about it. A cor-
respondence took place betweeun the town
of Levis and the Government two or three
years ago on the subject, which had
been laid before the House.

PROVINCIAL ACCOUNTS

Mr. DREW asked—have the Govern.
ment made out an approximate state-
ment of the result of the accounts between
Canada and each Province, on Feb. lst,
1871,adjusted. on the footing of the award?

Hon. Sir GEQ. E. CARTIER~—The Gov.
ernment had made no such statement.

MOTIONS.

Mr. OLIVER moved for a return of
the amount paid, etc., for the sale of
stamps for the year ending June 30th,
1870,

HonMr. MORRIS asked what informa-
tion the mover wanted. Wasit merely as
regards postage stamps or those and
others?

Mr. Godin,
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Motion

Business.

Mr. OLIVER—Postage stamps.
carried.

Mr, CONNELL moved for correspon-
dence between the Dominion Government
and that of New Brunswick relative to its
unadjusted claims. He stated that a very

reat deal of dissatisfaction existéed in Rew
%runs’v’vick in consequence ofthe non-
settlement of that account. - Whether the
Dominion or the Local Government was
to blame he could not say. Ho strong
was the popular feeling on this subject,
that at the last elections some of .the
Mewmbers lost their seats, and others wére
placed near the foot of the poll. While
Quebec and Ontario had their claims set-
tled, those of New Brunswick had
been delayed from, time to time. He
wanted to know the cause of the trouble
and bickering on  this subject. His
advice to the government, in order to have
the difficutly settled between Ontario and
Quebec, would be to take up the subject and
deal with it, in a liberal and cemprehensive
manner, In the first instance, he would re.
commend that Ontario should form a basis of
arrangement by which that Province could
enter the Union with half the debt of the old
Province of Canada, the other half being ap-
portioned o Quebec. It weuld then become
a Dominion debt and they would not be called
upon te pay the interest. He would also re-
commend that New Bruuswick and Nova
Scotia, should have their debt increased as
they entered the Union, on the same basis as
Ontario and Quebec. TLis would give to
Nova Scotia, & certajn increase, but any ad-
vanced amount received by New Brunswick or
Nova Scotia or Quebec could be expended for
railway purposes. This would benefit the
trade and commerce of theé Dominion, open
up the country for settlement, and, in fact,
would increase the revenue of the country and
prove of very great benefit to the entire
Dominion. Ifthis course were adopted by
the Government—and he would strongly ad-
vise them to pursue it—it would settle all the
difficulties between Quebec and Ontario and
put an end to these sectional divisions., He
was always in favor of Confederation, but he
believed thatthe principles on which it was
now being worked out, would in the end
prove disastrous to the Dominion. Hach
Province was quarreling and disputing about
the aid it was fo receive and ¢lamoured ‘for a
large share, a8 was the case in Nova Scotia
in which they were so successful. The
manner in which they were treated was a
direct encouragement for the Provinces {o be
continually finding fault, and in some cases,
it was likely to lead to trouble yet. It might
be objected to, the scheme he proposed, that it
would throw alarge debt on the Dominion,
Let it be so. During last winter, (during
the discussion on the tariff;) he did not object
to the increase of taxation, so much ag he
did that New Brunswick had not received
any benefit from it. There was no appropria-
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tion -of any kind to show that they had ever
benefited in any way by the largely increased
revenue that they were obliged to pay. He
x'ell_ an &fivocate of Contederation irom the
X g}vl;mng and was 80 now. He desired to see
Bo (;lundlund, Prince Edward Tsland and
o 8 (‘olu.mbla. come inte the Union on
Py tanq equitable terms, but it was important
foa thie question should be settled now and

fr«iver. Let the House adopt those principles
of trade and commerce, those principles of

Internal improverent which would develope

the interest of the country, increase Immigra-

once,

itgelf to the people of thi ini

] : is Dominion. fLetan
equality of expnedj
public improve?neemtmre 1 party of e e

minion, If the G
3 policy, then ¢
cess (hear hear,)
the present mode
tinued, the end

overnment would adopt such
onfederation would be a suc.

but if, on the other hand
of proceeding was to be con-
must inevitably be disastrous.

no objection to

sons employed by the Local
In connection with the mgogimeng
arbitration on the subject of the publicdebt
of Quebec and Ontario. He said he under.
Isnt»omt.*} an officer of the Dominion Govern:
th:no had accepted payment of $1,000, from
o lntgrxo Gove_mment for statements or
alculations furnished for use in the arbj.

E. CARTIER saig the

tration,
Hon, Sir GEO.
nothing of it—at leag
he did not, € recommended the vevith-

vérnment knew

drawal of the mgt;

ar; | Ulon, as there was it}

;x;foymation to furm:;h, and no objecltiog

ﬁlrve such as they possessed.

to ha-v:ﬁtéCKEsz said it seemed to him

decent D & very unfortunate and in-
Proceading for one of the chief

the ~ Ottawa Government

placed in

to a in

?e:s _gxought the House
g o 158 opinion against such
2:)1 ;t;é::fngssiouof duty for the fature, and
 ascer AR whethey Ministers were dis-
bosed to defend snep conduct. 'I'he Min-
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ister of Militia pleaded ignorance of the
matter : but everyone knew the Unfarie
Government acknowledged having paid
this sum of $1,000. This state of affairs
ought not to be allowed to continue. As
a member representing to some extent the
public opinion of Ontario, he felt bound
to protest against such conduct on the
part of Dominion officers. (Cheers.)

Sir GEO. E. CARTIER again protested
he knew nothing of the matter. He had
never read the budget speech of the Fi-
nance Minister of Ontario, because it was
too long. (Laughter.) Every day we
learned something new, and to-day such
had been his experience.

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said if any of the
employees of the Government of the Do-
minion were required before this arbitaa-
tion, when they pretended they were
approached in that capacity, they should
not have acted without the permission of
that Government ; and if they had thought
such officials should have gone—an opinion
he thought they should not have held—
they should have paid them themselves.
The officials should not have been paid by
the Ontario Government. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Sir A, T. GALT said that he thought
there could be no question, that gentlemen
In the public service had no right to give
thelg‘ services at the request of any other
barties whatever, and that any informa-
tion desired by thé Local Governments at
the hands of the Government of the Do-
nion, ought to form the subject of an
official ' communication, and he thought
the proceeding in question, if it had oc-
curred, was extremely irregular.

Mr. BLAKE (West Durham) thought

ere was a peculiar impropriety in an
officer of the Dominion Government acting
in connection with the Arbitration ques-
tion, and even in any service whatever
on account of the Local Governments, and
he was surprised that such a service should
have been performed by Mr, Simpson, and
still more 50 that 1t should now be stated
that the head of the Department was not
aware of his having done 80, and of his
having received payments for having done
80. :

The motion was then passed and carried.

Mr. BLAKE then moved an address to
His Excellency for copies of orders or di-
rections made at any time under the
Railway Act as to forms in which'returns
thereby required should be made dp.

The motion being seconded by Mr.
MACKENZIE was put and carried.

Mr. BLAKE then moved an address to
His Excellency for eopies of returns made
by each: Railway Company }mder the Rail-
way Act of the Iate Province of Canada,

Motions.
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and the Railway Act of 1868, by which it
18 provided ; that each of the Companies
affected thereby shall in January and July
in each year, make a true and particular
return of accidents and casualities, whether
to life or property. He said that many
acoounts had lately been heard of the un-
fortunate cendition of one of the Railways
in this country. On the one hand reports
were made as to the very great irregulari-
ty which had occurred, and as to the very
great number of accidents which had

taken place, and as to the great amount |

of damage done, while on the other hand
the most decided statements were made
the other way. 1t was, however, certain
that the public mind had been alarmed.
It had been alleged that such reports were
calculated to divert traftic from the Rail-
way and injure it, and that such had already
been the result, and he thought that it
was very important that the truth of the
matter should be ascertained by the pro-
duction of the returns for which he had
moved, so that the public mind might be

soothed and the matter placed in a proper |

light.
The motion was put and carried.

Mr. YOUNG then said that he under-
stood some correspondence had taken
place between the Dominion Government
and that of Nova Scotia in regard to the
Provincial Building at Halifax, and, in
fact, that there had been a very spicy dis-
pute between the two Governments on the
subject, and he thought it very desirable
that the papers should be laid before the
House, especially as one of the leading
organs of the Government had alluded to
the matter, in defence of the position
taken by the Dominion Government. He
therefore moved am address to His Excel-
lency for copies of all correspondence on
the subject.

Mr. SAVARY desired to call attention
to the fact that he had on the notice paper
a motion on the same subject, whioh, he
thought, would meet the matter more
fully than that moved by Mr. Young. It
was well known that a dispute existed be.
tween the two Governments on the subjest,
and, in fact, a statement of the matter had

been printed and largely distributed

throughout Nova Scotia. As far as he
understood the matter, the Local Govern-
ment charged that of the Dominion with
unjustly retaining the sum of about sixty
or seventy thousand dollars, and whatever
might be the facts of the case, there was
no doubt that the Local Government was
making a great deal of it, and it was
therefore a proper subject for discussion
in that House, in order that some con
clusion might be arrived at,—and that it
might be ascertained to what extent the

Mr. Blake.
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Local Government was correct. He would
therefore ask Mr. Young to withdraw his
motion, in order that he might make a more
comprehensive one which would place the
matter more fully before the House. He
would move for the production of all
papers connected with the matter includ-
ing a statement of all monies paid on
account of the building in question. 5
Mr. YOUNG said he had no objection to
Mr. Savary making an addition to his
motion so as to include the information
he desired, but he thought it would be
best to let his (Mr Young’s) motionremain, -
when Mr. Savary's should come up in pro-
per course,
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that on
the part of the Government there could

Motions.

be no possible objection to let
the motion pass. He thought ¢
the whole question lay in a nutshell,

as by an Act passed on the 22nd of June,
1869, which, however, the Government of
Nova Scotia considered unconstitutional,
it was provided, by clause 3, that Nova =
Scotia should, from the date of the comple-
tion of the new Province Building, be 3
debited in account with Canada at the rate
of 5 per cent per annum until it should be 7
placed at the disposal of the Dominion, :
and he, as Minister of Finance, had been
obliged to see that that provision was car-
ried out. The Government of Nova Scotia,
however, refused to make over the build-
ing except on certain conditions, which
could not be entertained, as there was a
further clause in the Act, which had
emanated from the hon. and learned gen-
tleman from West Durham, and had been
assented to by the House, stating that the
provisions made by that Act should be-
taken in full settlement of all demands of
Nova Scotia on Canada, and he might add
that the Government had been most care-
ful not to commit itself in the matter, and
they had not the least objection to the pro-
duction of the papers.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he supposed the
hon. gentleman meant to say that the Gov-
ernment had been most careful not to
commit themselves by taking shelter under
the provision moved by his hen. friend from .
West Durham, so that when any election
or inything of that sort comes, they could
say that tbey had not committed them-
selves, and 80 make an attempt to gain
popularity.

Hon. 8ir FRANCIS HINCKS did not think
it was possible to treat the matter as &
matter of account, but he thought it would
be quite competent for the Government to
come down to the House, and ask them to
vote the amount if legally due to the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia.

Mr. SAVARY then said that he would




149 Motions.

fnove an amendment to Mr. Young's mo-
mée for all papers in connection wft.h the
o l(.i el(lind fora statement of all monjes
: epﬁn on thq construction and com-
ga idotl; of the building, and of all monies
Tnder the Government of Nova Scotia
e r32, 33 Vie,, Cap. 2. He was not
claizl: (tihat the Government of Nova Scotia
o eM_th‘at the statute to which the Fin-
e nister had referred was uncon-
o) onal, but they claimed that the
- ssctlonhadno reference to money
h(EJen ed by the Local Government on
iy cj)mpletxon of Provincial buildings
sl ce July 1st, 1867, and that the money
i :lxpeix{ldeq should be reimbursed by
oo ¢ did not charge the Dominion
bove a‘melxlx_t: with any intention of keeping
—_— 3‘7};?; l;ﬁl tt(l) ghxgh the Local Govern-
: 1tled, but he thought the
zlil_tt)):ctnwas a fair one for the considgeration
b 16 House, as 1t had been much agita-
te tm Nova Scotia. and it was very impor-
ant, therefo_re, that it should be consid-

Dominion Parlja-

entitled to the amount,

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought i
x . T. ht it -
(,issary that the House shguld ha:a: ?hee
Fn t}:{'s before it, vefore it could pronounce
Yy igently on the matter, but from the
ements of the mover of the amend-

Government

Hon. My, HOV%VE
- thought that wh
Papers werg brought, dgovvn thew gﬁ&?
18cussed fully and settled

deprecat iscussi
. ecated any discussi
nder the present clrcumstanges. "

Hon, My,
that 3nytflix]1)gOI}§£N had no recollection

thi p been said res i
sﬁ.’: 3:’3‘1’00“ I:‘Sh'e occasion of the lzfi:ilff
Scotig, subsidy to be paid to Nova

Hon,
iend JUPPER agreed with his hon.
in Secret of State for
priate timems’ that the more appro-
would be, o cussing the question
brought 4 When the papers had been
WD, but he thought the mem.

FEBRUARY 27, 1871.]

Motions. 150
ber for Digby had fallen into the fallacy
which had misled the Local Government,
and as the late Finance Minister had sanc-
tioned that fallacy by his opinion, he
thought it right to state the grounds on
which the Government had acted in the
matter. The claim of the Local Govern-
ment to the payment of the 66,000 was
founded on the fact; that they state, that
after July 1st, 1867, they paid out of their
revenue the $66,000 towards the comple-
tion of the building, and that it was there-
fore unjust to include that amount in their
debt, or to charge them with interest. The
Minister of Finance had already stated,
that when the Act was passed voting a
large additional amount to Nova Scotia,
that Act was burdened by a clause that,
until the building was surrendered, the
Government should charge five per cent.
on the coet of the building. He held that
there was no distinction between the $122,-
000 paid on the building before Confed-
eration and the $66,000 after Confedera-
tion, and he would be delighted if his hon.
friend from Sherbrooke would, by the
weight of his great financial knowledge,
support the view, that all contracts made by
the old Governments were not chargeable
to the Government making the contracts,
for every one would remember that at the
time of Cinfederation, they were building
a railroad from Truro to Pictou, and that
arge sums of money were paid after the
lstof J uly, 1£67 by the Dominion Govern-

Iment on the contract and charged to Nova
Scotia.

Hon, Sir A. T. GALT said that in the one
case the money had been paid by the Do-
minion Government and the other by the
Provincial Government.

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that he need
not tell the House that he would be the
very last to stand in the way of a payment
to Nova Scotia, but he thought the House
should understand this matter. Under
the Union Act, every contract that was
made by any of the Provinces in relation
to Public Works, became the property of
the Dominion on the lst July, 1867, but
wag it to be charged to the Dominion
under the Act ? The Act provided that -
while the Dominion should be responsible
for the payment, every dollar should be
charged to the debt of the Province . that
contracted the work. The Union Act pro-
vided also that every officer holding office
under the Local Governments on the lst
July, 1867 became, in relation to every
matter that came under the control of the
Dominion Government, the officers of the
Dominion, and therefore the Commission.
ers to build the Provincial Building at
Halifax became in reality the Commission-
ers of the Dominion, and he held that in
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reality the Building became the property
of the Dominion Government at Confed-
eration ; but Nova Scotia having declared
its intention to complete the building, its
debt is $66,000 less than if the
money had come out of the
Dominion purse. As the matter had thus
been brought before the House, he
thought it right to state what had been
the difficulty placed in the way of the
Dominion Government; but, he should
only be too glad, for the sake c¢f Nova
Scotia, if the opinion of his hon. friend
from Sherbrooke should obtain.

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT' said that after
what had been said by the hon. gentleman
from Cumberland, he thought they should
certainly wait until they got the corres.
pondence.

Mr. SAVARY'S amendment was then
put and carried,

Mr. YOUNG moved for an address to
HisgExcellency for correspondence between
Hudson Bay Company and Government >f
Canada touching non-payment of purchase
money for extinguishment of claims on
North West Territory, &c. He thought it
was advisable that all the correzpondence
in relation to the Hudson Bay Company,
and their losses at Red River, should be
brought down.

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER rephed all
would be laid before the House with the
papers, as well as a claim from the Hud-
son Bay Company.

Mr. YOUNG thought it was necessary to
have all of the correspondence.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it will
all come.

Independence of

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT.

Mr. BLAKE moved the following resolu.
tion :—¢That in the opinion of this House
it is inexpedient that any mewber of this
House should for the future be engaged in
the service of the Government of Canada
n any paid employment, such as that in
respect of which the Honorable John
Hamilton Gray, member for the city and
County of Bt. John, in 1868, entered into
the receipt of three hundred dollars a
month of the public monies.” He said the
events connected with the transaction to
which he referred were fresh in the public
mind, and it had bscome the general im-
pression, that greater siringency was
required to secure the independence of
Parliament, without which members held
their seats, not for the purpose of repre-
senting the people, but of enabling some
few persons to govern them in spite of
their wishes. Shortly after the first ses.
sion of this present Parliament, the Act,

Hon. Dr. Tupper.
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miscalled & Bill to establish the indepen-
dence of Parliament, was introduced, and
in spite of the protest of the Opposition it
became law in its present objectionable
shape. It was passed in the shape, that
while it acknowledged the independence
of members of this House, was likely to be
sapped by s yearly salary, fee or emolu-
ment from the Government, it would not
in the least be interfered with, only if the
fee or salary was not annual. That was
the distinction, that the independence of
a member who was employed by the year
at & yearly salary would be interfered
with, but the independence of the member
who was employed for two years at a two
years’ salary, or by the month at a monthly
salary, would not be interfered with in the
least.  He agreed with the hon. members
opposite that there was a distinction be-
tween them, but it had always appeared to
him that the distinction was in favour of
the man who was employed yearly, for
then he might maintain his independence,
but if employed by the month, he would
be the more submissive servant (hear,
hear, and laughter). The OFposition had
endeavoured to prevent the law from pas-
sing in that shape, but were defeated. On
subsequent occasions, when appointments
were made which they considered objec-
tionable, they protested against them but
were defeated, and now, when this Parlia-
ment was about to close, and there had
been ample evidence afforded of how badly
the act worked, he ventured to appeal to
the House to re-consider the question and
to determine, guided not merely by rea-
son, but by experience, that it was not
éxpedient in future that a person in re-
ceipt of such emolument should have a
seatin this chamber. There were instan-
ces of the faet, that a man need not have a
long engagement, and yet remain a long
time employed. The case to which he
desired to apply a remedy was one in
which a man beld office for nearly, if not
quite, two years. The hon, gentleman re-
ccived large sums—sums which he thought
would stagger the House when their at-
tention should be called to them. For
about two years the hon. member for St.
John, while holding a seat in this House,
received from tBe public funds as Com-
missioner, or in the employ of the Minister
of Justice in the codification of the laws ;
or in some work for the Government,
$3,600; no, not that, only £300 amonth,
which was equivalent to that amount per
year, realizing for the two years a total of
$7,200. Then as arbitrator $5,500 was
paid him. He received what each mem-
ber got, a sessional allowwnce of $600 per
year ; $1,200 for the two years. And there
was the mileage too, the earned mileage
(laughter) amounting to $584. The hon.

Parliament.
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%ﬁ:tle_man received from the Goverrment, |

48 4’1: N Various ways, a total sum of $14,. |
, While g private member of Parlia-

ment. He
this with th (Mr. Blake) would contrast

The yearly

"t‘:‘s 5,000, which " with mileage amounted
ceiy ess It two years than the amount re-
- 1;3_ by the hon. member for St. John
tht In the same time. It was time that
Here should bean end of this syatem. The
h ouse should solemnly declare that
1 had  not  conduced  to the
aiiependence or the dignity of this
amil;frt,hthat 1tsf members should have

€ pay of the Ministry of the day,

W;Jeiihgr that pay were weekly, monthly or
z" e‘u‘ 7. It did seem to him that there
orrs tPleni:y of gentlemen quite competent
I © purposes of the Government (hear,
6ar), and to such men it should be left,
or that hon. members who wished to pick
up these crumbs from the public table
should resign their seats in the House.
It seemed to him that the Act recognized,
but in the wrong way, that the distinction
etweeq monthly and yearly hire had pro-
duced injurious results and should be
amended for the future. He had no de-
sire to make personal attacks on any hon.
genﬂepm, but when the hon. member
from St. Jehn sat in this House holding an
office of emolument under the Govern-
ment, he should expect such ‘eriticism.
He had no objection that the hon. mem-
ber should be employed. He understood
to-day that the hon. member had ceased
tobe employed. He (Mr. Blake) was glad
of it, for it now left the House clear of this
case, and for his own part, he could say
imcel_'ely, that he desired if the hon, mem-
er wished {0 be employed in the public
(s)?'?me’ that he should receive such share
o he patronage of the Honse a8 he wag fit
mee&!l;n-—always on condition thatthe hon.
Hox;-; or ceased to hold a seat in this
his :n:hllo 80 employed. Long might
wai:sSwO ttxt bosom  swell, long might his
from tha bocket fill with the streams
ho rep : treasury benches, but not while
P Sgnted the people here (laughter).

- Blake) submitted his motion on
Proposed to found a Bill to carry

&reat reform whi

out
the ch was so much

needed,
ouléﬁé‘; b’f, GEORGE E. CARTIER said it
0n mO e fresh in the memory of every
s sember In the House, the circum-
tance m}(‘ier Which the present Bill was
- The (;ld {?arliament of Canada
oo ample  experience of
Act mln:iximndence of P Parliament
West Dug ch the hon, member for
amended fo- bad alluded. It had been
reached g tm time to time till it had
12 State of perfection which com-

¢ salary of a Crown Minister. |
salary of a Cabinet Minister |
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mended it to the inhabitants of the late
Province of Canada. He thought that Act
worked well. On several occasions the
members of the successive Governments
which held office before the Confederation,
had often felt it too stringent when the
services of the hon. membhers were required
for special purposes for which they were
fitted. It had only been adopted after
a long discussion, and it was afterwards
deemed expedient to strike out the
word ¢ termporary,” in order that the
Government should not be deprived of the
advantage which might be derived from
emiloyinz hon. members in such cases.
If his memory served him right, there was
no division on that amendment in this
House. Its necessity was felt by all.
Quite recently, under Mr. Gladstone's
Government, Sir Stafford Northcote, had
been asked to act as Commissioner at
Washington, and the Parliament were not
opposed to it. It was not considered by
any member that such a proceeding was
like bribery, which might be calculated to
degrade a member of the House.
There was a circumstance which came
to his (Sir George’s) knowledge when
he was in England in 1858. The Govern-
ment called on Mr. Gladstone, who was
in the Opposition, to investigate matters
which took place at the Ionian Islands.
He would tell the hon. member for West
Durham, and the House, that when the
Independence Act was passed in this
House in 1868, there was no intention on
the part of ihis Government to obtain
any privilege which had not been already
enjoyed by the English Government. We
had the same privilege given by Parlia-
ment. Government is not to be deprived
of the temporary services of hon. members
of the House who may be peculiarly fitted
for certain services under the law of the
land, and he wanted the country to un-
derstand that he had not acted in regard
to these appoimtments in the way the mo-
tion of the hon. member for West Durham
seemed, to point out, He would tell that
hon. member, that the Government had
considered the question, and that they
were going to bring down a measure with
regard to the Act passed in 1868, in re-
ference to the independence of Parliament,
to amend it in such a way as to bring it .in
as it was formerly under the legislative
system in the late Province of Canada.
[Hear hear.] He hoped his hon. friend
would not press his motion, if he did so,
be (Sir George) would introduce an amend-
ment that would carry out his views on
the matter.

Mr. MACKENZIE said there had been a
division in the fouse, and there had been
two or three divisions since then on mo-
tions made by himself on this very matter.
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In these motions he had not mentioned
the name of the hon. member for St. John,
because he did not wish to make them in
any way personal, or to pain any member
of this House. A motion, however, to the
same effect as the one before them was
defeated, and it would be remembered
that last session, the opposition failed by
only eight votes to carry aresolution which
he (Mr. Mackenzie) had proposed, so that
the hon. gentleman could not say that he
ever had the slightest countenance or
support in those transgressions of a good

ublic law, from the Opposition side oflthe

ouse. They had taken a consistent
course on this matter throughout, and now,
he was glad to see that the hon. gentle-
man was compelled by the gross immor-
rality of the Act and by the force of pub-
lic opinion to put an end toa system
which had proved to be a scandal and
disgrace to this Legislature. (Hear, hear,)

Mr. SAVARY said he was about to
move that all the words in the resolution
after ¢ employment, *’ be struck out. He
could not see, whatever feeling the hon.
member for Durham might have in the
matter, now that the term of employment
of the honourable member for St. John had
ceased, why that gentleman should be re-
ferred toin particular, or why an ungra-
cious allusion to any honourable member
in this House, should be allowed to go on
the journals in such a manner. He thought
the views of the honourable member for
Durham would be met, and the resolu-
tion would have a wider and more effect-
ual scope if amended as he (Mr. Savary)
proposed. He was not opposed to the
principle which the honourable member
desired to lay down, where the employ-
ment of any honourable gentleman was
similar to that alluded to. He could not
see why the House should limit the reso-
lution to one case., He should prefer to
apply it to all cases. He therefore,
moved that all the words in the original
resolution after the word “employment
be struck out.

Mr. BOWELL said the motion now in
hand was a correct one, and he was glad
to hear the Minister of Militia say it was
intended to alter the Independenca of
Parliament Act s0 as to exclude this class
of employees. If the member for West
Durham withdrew his motion, he had no
objection to withdraw his amendment.

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER after
examining the votes and proceedings for
1868, said the amendment ﬁlroposed by
the Opposition had escaped his memory.
The amendment bad not encountered
stern opposition from the Government
owing to the temper in which it was pro-
posed, and -the tone of the debate. He

Mr. Maekenzie.
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was sorry the member for West Durham
had not agreed to withdraw his motion
after the Government promised to amend
the Act. They kept their word. He might
take credit for forestalling the Government,
but they had considered the matter be-
fore. He would move in amendment tha$
all the words after ‘that” in the amend-
ment be expunged, so as to make the mo-
tion read thus: ¢That the House would
give the best consideration to any measure
that might be introduced, having for its
object the further securing of the Irde-
pendence of Parliament.”

Mr. MILLS said the main motion was
important. The reasons existing for the
exclusion of the parties mentioned in the
Act of 1868, were as strong against the
employment of parties not thereby ex-
cluded as in the English Act secur-
ing - the Independence of Parlia-
ment, what was necessary there, would not
suffice for the same object in Canada.
The members in this country were of
different circumstances from those in
the English members, who were a fluto-
cracy. Our position being different from
that of the English people, in this respect,
demands different safeguards. Our Gov-
ernments should not be able to employ
members of Parliament. It was no longer
possible to influence English as it was
Canadian members. What has happened
within the last two years to give the Go-
vernment infcrmation it did not before
possess ? Was there any Commission or
event apart from the Intercolonial Com.
mission, or the arbitration within this
period to instance, in support of a new
policy apart from those mentioned in the
motion. The Government's course was
not unselfish. They had lost influence,
and having a prospect of some bLeing
kicked out of office, did not like their
successors to possess the advantages in
the way of patronage possessed by them-
selves (hear, hear and laughter). He
argued there was no good reason against
the motion.

Hon. J. H. CAMERON contended the
Act did not apply to the member for St
John, and that the Government had power
to appoint him on the Commission. If his
case had come within the Act, a motion
might have been proposed to make him
vacate his seat. He did not clearly
understand the object of the motion. If
it was intended to change the whole
character of the Act, and restore it
to its old condition, that was one
thing, or if it was intended merely to em-
brace a particular case, that was another.
Neither did the Minister of Militia clearly
explain what course the Government in-
tended. No doubt alarge sum had been
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disbursed under the arrangements aimed
at by the resolution. Yet, in England
larger sums stil] had been peid by Govern-
faents to Commissioners like the member
for S, John, and even to gentlemen
selec@ed out of opposite parties. Dr.
Wring received for a ‘period of service
notlonger than that of this hon. gentleman,
Upwards of eleven thousand pounds
Sterling. Franklin Lewis and Mr. Black-
burn, when chairmen oflike Commissions,
received large sums, and Mr. Cobden was
Paid a good deal of money for his labours
In connection with the French treaty. At
3 moment there were more than forty
members of the English House of Com.
mons receiving emoluments for services.
When Mr. Gladstone went to the Ionian
Iﬁhn‘ 18 expenses reached within a
fraction ot £2,000. Sir Stafford Northeote
4 been appointed a member of the Joint
1gh Commission by the Government of
the Party opposed to his own. It might
8ald these appointments in Canada
were daring attempts to corrupt mem-
bers; but they had the usage of the Im-
Perial Parliament for g course adopted
by the Uiberals as well as the Conserva.
tlveg. It the Act here was to be changed,
Parliament ought to be informed in what
way, and whether it would affect parties
recelving monthly salaries, so far as the
hon. member particularly af-
fected by this motion was concerned.
"The item paid him came down and received
the sanction of Parliament, and that hay.
ing been done, if a change had been made
at all, it must have been made without, the
slightest reference to him. We had now
from the Minister of Militia a promise that
the Act was (o be amended, but how it
Was to be amended we were not told,

It being now six o'clock, the House rose.

AFTER RECESS.

Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) always under-
t00d that the intention of the law was to
prvent sitting members from accepting
ros l:s for services. It was argued that
1 W applied only to parties recgiving
Zzar y salaries, He believed, however,
v ® Act ought to be amended so as to pre-
ent the acceptance of salaries or payments
ty members for gerviceg rendered. Butas
® law stood, he thought the Government
props e regularly. As the Government
Vote 8g&iniz, :{lnend the statute, he would
(1 -

ber for West Do ﬁm}ldment of the mem

'thg,on' Mr. WOOD said it was quite true
Engl&ncllno mbers  of  Parliament, in
service on CrerS, Often  selectéd for
on missions, and paid for their
that Ministers frequently
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chose political opponeuts without its being
considered that their subsequent votes
were thereby likely to be influenced. It
would appear, however, from the position
of parties in this country, that such may
not be the case; and if it were true that
it was necessary to the indepemdence of
Parliament, that persons who had a
yearly salary by virtue of a Commission
from the Crown, were incapacitated, from
the supposition " that they might be under
the influence of the Government of the
day—if it were necessary to have such a
provision to protect ‘the independence of
the mermabers of the House—a Jortiori—it
must be necessary to protect that of mem-
bers employed casually and paid from dayto
day or month to month. There were two oc-
casions on which he had sided in support
of the view, that it was contrary to the
spirit of the Independence Act that per-
sons should occupy that position. He
voted, however, against the proposition of
the member for West, Durham, which went
far beyond the substance of the proposi-
tion contained in the present main motion.
He had included in his former motion
many persons not holding office under the
Crown in Canada, but holding office under
the Crown in any portion of Her Majesty's
Dominions. Certainly, persons in the dif-
ferent Provinces, like himself, holding

office under the Local Government were
included n

the  motion. He
could not vote for the present
motion,

1 He thought he detected as its
motive a spirit of malevolence, not credi-
table to any hon. gentleman whether in or
out of this House. (Cheers and counter
cheers.) He saw no difficulty in the mover
attaining his end in a way different from
the present, without attempting to fix upon
the journals an imputation of infamy in
connection with an honourable gentleman.
Far better to have introduced a motion
afirming an abstract principle of universal
application, such as, that it was inadvisable
& sitting member should be appointed to
a position of emolument by the Govern-
ment of the day. He would vote against
the motion and for the amendment of Sir
Geo. Cartier. The other amendment was
faulty with reference to monthly payments
and employments. The principle desira-
ble, should prevent the Government from
employing any one in any service in which
he got gay. Cheers.) .

Mr. B , after replying to some
personal _ allusions in _the speech
of Mr. Wood, noticed that it would
have been better to have proposed
an abstract rinciple  without the
illustration, d ‘he would have
been delighted if be thought he cquld
have carried it without the illustration.
(Cheers.) His opinion was, and he
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thought this night had proved it, that
the best way of carrying an abstract
principle, was to impress on the House the
importance of it, by embodying in the re.
solution the illustration of its’importance,
(cheers). If his motion had been framed
in any different way, he would not-have
been met by the proposition of'the Gov-
ernment, to concede the sense of his mo-
tion, against which they had voted three
sessions, (hear, hear). He was not dis.
posed, fxolding he had puton the journals
an admirable resolution, which could not
be amended 'either in matter or manner,
to prevent the House from pronouheing
on the pripciple of it as'it stood;  in:favour
of the milk and water amendment of Sir
Geo. E. Cartier. It did not ocommit the
House or Government to the passage of
any measure, but merely promised to con.
sider any measure brotight down. ‘He de-
clined altogether to exchange his straight.
forward, plain resolution, affirming an in-
disputable principle, for the amendment
of the Hon. Minister of Militia, which
meant nothing at all. He would ask that
the votes of the House be recorded,
(cheers). ’

A division on the amendment of Hon.
Sir Geo. E. Cartier.

Yras — Archambeault, Ault, Barthe,
Beaty. Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber-
trand, Blanchet, Bown, Brousseau, Burpee,
Cameron, (Inverness) Cameron (Peel), Car-
michael, Caron, Cartier Sir Geo. E., Caley,
Chauveau, Chipman, Coffin, Collbey, Costi-
gan, Dobie, Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson,
Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs,
Grant, Grover, i
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H’a.mson, Hincks Sir Francis,
Holmes, Howe, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson,
Keoler, Killam, Lacerte, Langevin,
Lapum, Lawson, Little, McDonald (Anti-
gonish) MecDonald (Middlesex), Masson,
(Soulanges,) Masson, (Terrebomne,) Mc-
Millan, Morris, Morrison, (Niagara,) Oliver,
Paquet, Pelletier, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille,
Ross - (Champlain,) Ross (Dundas) Ross
(Victoria, N. S.) Ryan, (Montreal East),
Savary, Shanly, Simard, Smith, Stephen-
son, Street, Sylvain, Simpson, Tilley,
Pourangean, Tupper, Walsh, Webb,
Willson, Wood, Workman, Wright, (Otta-
wa County),—83.

Nays—Béchard, Blake, Bodwell, Bowell,
Bowman, Cameron, (Huron), Cartwright,
Cheval, Cimon, Connell, Coupal, Crawtord,
(Brockville), Delorme, Dorion, Dufresne,
Ferris, Fortier, Fournier, Galt, Sir A. T,
Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar, Holton, Joly,Jones,
(Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, MdDonald,
(Glengarry), McFarlane, McKenzie, Magill,
MecCallum, McConkey, McDougall,(Lanark,)
McMonies, Mills, Moftatt, Morrison, (Vic-
toria), Munroe, Perry. Pickard, Pinson-
neault, Pouliot, Pozer. Redtord, Ross,

Myr. Blake.
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(Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, Secatcherd,
‘Seriver, Snider, Stirton, Thompson, (Haldi-
mand), Thompson, (Ontario), Tremblay,
Wells, White, Whitehead, Wright, (York,

Parliament.

| Ont.), Young.—58.

MOTIONS.

Mr. BLAKE moved an’ 4ddress to 'His
Excellency for dopies of corraspondence
betweenthe Imperial and Canadian Gov-
‘erpments, and betwéen the Governments
of Cahada and any of the Provinces, totch-
ing any Acts of the Leglslattré of Canada
.or of any of the Provintial Legislitutes.
He explained thiat the object ‘was 10 as-
certain which of ‘the Acts of any of ‘the
Legislatures had become *the subfjéct of
comnient on the part of the fmperial
authorities, with regard to digallowance or
amendment.

"'he motion was carried.

Mr. MACKENZIE then moved an address
for copies of correspondence of the Cana-
dian with the lmperial Government con-
cerning the claims of Canada against the
United States, arising from the Fenian
raids, together with copies of all Orders in
Council and documents relating to the
same. The House had been informed a
few days ago, that there was such corres-
pondence, that a certain account had been
sent to the Imperial Government, and he
moved for the papers so that the House
might see the exact position of the
matter.

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said
that he thought when the hon. gentleman
considered the delicacy of the matter, the
fact that the correspondence was not en-

tirely closed, he would see the impropriety

of his motion, and on behalf of the Gov-
ernment he must state that they did not
teel justified in bringing down the papers
asked for, as they did not think it would
be conducive to the public interests.

Mr. MACKENZIE very much regretted
that the Minisier of Militia had taken
the grounds he had taken, as the House
had been distinctly led to believe that at

least a portion of the correspondence -

would be brought down.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCEKS—Certainly
not.

Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentleman
ought not to be,too positive in contradict-
ing statements. He had certainly under-
stood that some of the papers would be
brought down, and when it had been said
that the statement in question had been
made and sent in, he had given notice that
he should ask for the papers, and now
when he made the motion he was told by
the Minister of Militia that it would not be
conducive to the public interests that the

i
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statement should be brought down. Of
xl‘se, 28 the Ministry had assumed the
hoggnsxbxhty of making that statement
mustould not divide: the House, but he
met Protest against every request .being
Pron With sueh an answer. Part of-the
L .efedlng?hg.d alreddy been . published,

ndl they waited a few days they might

00kthe remaiider in an Imperial B%ue
e Surely it was a mafter of con-
wel;l&gncer that the people should know
oy - the claims of Canada were, and the
theymm which the Government had urged

Hon. Sir F, HINCKS said. he  was ver
{:!:‘cib astonished at the notion of the mem}t
soy 3:‘ {aambton,. and he. would venturs to
Poat ab the hon. gentleman could not
Do out a-single instance in Imperial
pract 1¢® where papers relating t0 negotia-
Lon bw1th foreign Governments had been
1 eforie the nguse,:a.nd‘it must be seen
thai ng could possibly be more in-
Jurious ‘than such a ing i
Present instance. proceeding in the
Mr. MACKENZIE said that on the con.
rary, he would show the honour:z?e
gentlemgn on the morrow numerous, im-
stances in Imperial practice of papers in
such cases being brought down. He might
ention, that in the case of ‘the present
High Commiission, the English Government
had even furnished ‘the newspapers, be.
forehand, with the basis on which the Com-
Tnission was to proceed, and he was cer-
tainly amused to hear the hon. gentleman
make such an extraordinary statement.
Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) was
equally surprised to hear such a statement
m the member for Lambton, and he

had ‘good reasons for ini
E entertaining that
Sarprise. - He th ugh

3°m,° thi ought he understeod

of constitutional praetice i
stmt%and’ and could fully coz'rogomuf-e tl:g
Mim:?en»t of -the Hon. the Finance
that ¢ l:!',,and wherever it had been stated

. eter})ro&uctlon of any papers would
such MMeqtal to the public interest,
Frocuction was never urged. '

Mr, B ars
requ{;regréﬁKE said Lord Kimberley had
a statem °t Canadian Government to send
respect o;nt of the claims of Canada in
sion to th, he Fenian raids for transmis-
couched § @ American Government, and
it for tran such terms as would render it
o anmqsmlsmon to that Government.
that stgte 1an Government had transmitted
they yey, ment, when, he did not know, but
It haq b °e told that it had been transmitted.
Pose of b‘e-n ramedq expressly for the pur-
States, fopin8; Ommunicated to the United
had been o8 On that the Commission
and as tpe anged, and was about to sit,
statement re could be nothing in the
unfit for the American Govern-
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ment, as it had been framed expressly for
them, surely there could be nothing in it
unfit' to be submitted to the people
-of Canada. And yet they were
to be left in entire ignorance of the way in
which their claims had been set forth and
urged, as such a proceeding ‘‘would be in-
Juriaus to the public interests.” There was
nething Qohﬁ(ﬁ_ntial about the paper, no-
thing secret, nothing private. It was
intended. to be presented by the Imperial
Government to that of the United States,
and.he. certainly thought the hon. gentle-
men could net refusae to produce it on the
ground of expedjency in the public inter-
ests.  Such a reasen might apply were the
whole of the papers asked for, but if the
hon. gentlemen persevered in refusing the
particular document, asked for, he thought
they were bound to give some special ex-
planation of their reasons for so doing.

Hon. J. HILLYARD CAMERON thought
that the hon. gentleman who had just
spoken had answered his own argument.
He had admitted the general principle that
Ministers were justified in refusing papers,
the uction of which they considered
would be detrimental to the public inter-
ests, and he had stated no reasons why
that principle should be departed from in
the present instance. It was not simply
one particular document that was asked
for, but the whole of the correspondence,
and after the Minister of Militia had stated
‘that their production “would be injurious
to the public interest,” by what possible
right could the House urge the matter
farther. They on that side of the: House,
took the statements of the Government,
and believed them,; and when the Govern.
ment declared that the production of the
papers would, in their judgment, be pre-
Judicial to the interests of the country,
he thought the House was bound to
believe and accept the statement.

Hon. . Mr. MeDOUGALL quite agreed
with the hon. gentleman who had
just spoken, that as a general rule the
Ministers should judge as to the propriety
of submitting correspondence, but #he
thought it was hardly fair to ask the
House on every occasion to submit to a
simple statement as to ¢ public interests’
without a word of explanation. It was
notorious that claims did exist, -there was
nosecret as far as that was concerned, and
he  thought  there could be mno
reasgon  for  withholding - particulars
of the account which had heew preferred,
and the mode in which.it-had been urged.
The statement might- have been a very
inadequate one. - [f he remembered aright
the Premier had told them that the mat-
ter of these claims was not among those to
be-submitted to the High Commission. If

Fenian Raids.
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however, the Government could tell
the House that these claims would be
considered by the Commission, then
he could understand the propriety of
withholding the papers, but under the
present circumstances of the case, the
members of that House, as representatives
of the people, had a right to express their
opinion as to the manner in which the
claims of the people had been put forward.
There might be soate papers which
it would be inexpedient to submit, and
those might be withheld, but they certain-
ly ought to have the statement, and
though admitting the propriety of sub-
mitting to the decision ot Ministers in such
matters, as a general rule he was not one
to submit to & simple statement repeated
on every occasion without comment or ex-
planation.

Mr. CONNELL thought that many ad-
ditions might have to be made in the
claim, and then the particular paper in
question should be submitted.

Hon. E.B. WOODsaid he could concur
in many reasons why it might be injudici-
ous to bring the matter before the House,
although it might not be that the subject
of compensation for the Fenian raids would
be brought before the High Commission,
yet it might be very inadvisable te make
public statements which might tend to
mnfluence the minds of the people of the
United States, and so very much embarrass
the action of the Commission, and he was
certainly astonished that men of the great
experience of the members for Lanar
West Durham, and Lambton, should so
earnestly press the Government to produce
papers which they must see it would be
most unadvisable to bring down, at the
present time, under any and all circum-
stances,

Mr., MACKENZIE said that not being
gifted with the unusual reasoning powers,
and good judgment of the member
who had just spoken (hon. Mr. Wood—-
that's a fact, laughter,) they ought to have
some forbearance for inm, but if the hon.
gentleman was to be their political school-
master he feared the House would not
improve in manners, . judgment, or good
sense. He did not intend to divide
the House on his motion, but he felt
bound to protest against the course taken
by the Government. As to what the
last speaker had said about inflaming the
minds of the people of the United States,
that was beneath contempt., It was well
known that the American Government
had published full minutiss of the ¢ Ala-
bama " claims, and who had ever thought
of its having any effect on the Canadian
mind. The claims on account of the Fenian
Raids would have to be adjudicated upon,

Hon. My. McDougall.
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and why should Canadians be afraid of

letting the United States know what their

claims were. He would, however, defer

to the judgment of the honourable gentle-

men opposite and withdraw his motion.
Motion accordingly withdrawn.

Mr. MAGILL said you are all aware that
during the past season the people of this
country had been called upon to restore
law and order in the North West. Too much
praise could not be awarded them for the
readiness with which they had undertaken
this duty. Willingly they had come for-
ward to offer their lives a sacrifice on the
altar of their country, (hear, hear). It
was well known that the Wesleyan Metho-
dists formed one of the most numerous
and respectable church bodies in this
country, and great discontent and dissatis-
faction arose when it was reported that
that body had not been treated with due
respect by the Government. He hoped
there were no Jonahs in the camp. He
thought this was a proper time 'to
bring this subject before the House, that
a prompt opportunity might be afforded
the Hon. Minister of Militia to set the
matter at rest. We had no church and state
in this country, and the very fact that this
great advantage had been obtained by us,
by hard fought battles, made us jealous of
our rights. There was no such thing as
any one class being put over the other,
all were pleased with an equality. When
the expedition was sent to the Red River
last summer, some of the members of the
Wesleyan body joined the expedition. It
was proposed that one of the missionaries
of the Wesleyan body should be sent with
the forces as a Chaplain. A communica-
tion was sent 1o the Hon. Minister of Mili-
tia asking to be allowed that privilege.
The Rev. Mr. Punshon was the gentle-
man who, on behalf of the body, made the
application. A gentleman well known as
an eminent Divine, not only in this Domi-
nion but in the British Empire. The
answer of the Honourable Minis-
ter of Militia to that reverend gen-
tleman, was said to be very uncourteous
—this he could not from his knowledge of
that hon. gentleman believe. The matter
had however obtained so much notoriety as
to be brought before the conference at
Toronto. He did not stand up here as a
vindicator of the Methodist body, he
would do the same for any other denomi-
nation. He would move an address to
His Excellency, asking for a correspon-
dénce between Dominion Government and
Rev. W. M. Punshon and others, in refer-
ence to appointment of Chaplain to
%ccompany Military Expedition to Manito-

Q.

Hon. Sir GEO E. CARTIER said he was

delighted that the hon. gentleman had
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brought his moticn bef
ore the House.
gxexf,c;rtunat:el.y, a& member of the Govern-
oy do:? lgmlster of the Crown—was obliged
assaileds uty, and be silent often when
place Heven in the most unexpected
! 8 recollected about the 1Tth of
oo, ast, he (Sir Geo. E. Cartier) made an
PPointment to meet the Hon. Sir A, T.
In Montreal, who then apprised him

t
ix}:at glrléenlg’ethodxst conference was sitting
statement ’h and that some extraordinary

T ad been made abou
alli‘egmtment of a Chaplain to th; lgelg
fim roExpedmon. He was not able to

wiéﬁ' what amount of trouble tkere
forea 8 regard to the Chaplain for that
Galt ¢ ;ﬁm his friend, Hon. Sir A. T.
The new‘: ::: s;rllwayls 9.t {‘riend of his.)

erely telegraphic a

‘fz!);:efr%m Toronto to Montxg;af It v:a(:
s ie 1e‘ct that a' statement had been
N Gn oronto.by a rev. gentleman that
IObO 0&0. E. Cartier had appropriated
o’f ) X) acres for the priests and clergy
o etgu;xtoba, that he would not listen to
clgr ition sent on behalf of the Methodist
. agl};,_ for the appointment of a Methodist
o t;;m ln to accompany the volunteers from
N t;o, t;\)nd, besides, he had sent twelve
While the p oﬁc&mfhany. the expedition,
not obtain leave :o g‘:gmt clergyman could

Mr. MILLS—~Who said that?

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER sai
~would explain all that. He felt mg:;dsli]:
lp;m.‘sed than any one could imagine when
e leam'ed' these things, that such a large
appr:&r:auon had been made, that lgxe
an army of priests to acco
gl: :i?et%xnon, and had refused pergifs’lizg
and, a.be odist clergyman to 80 with them
had & ove all, that a Methodist deputatiox;
deen discourteously received. e
0 nothing more than
; eague of ht.ig’ v;l_:o happened to be
real e time, to ask if it
(t}meye;o’ and‘requ;stéﬁg l;lflil‘l to senga:
eor nation o o affair, He (Si
thes ege) might say he felt une’asy abgslg
m 8 ,\}emenﬁs .}v};ich had been
o - He felt uneasy t
peo;;le ﬁi Lower Canada am{ ?ﬁ:
ed for therr 1 clergy, who were renown.
had infiie Grah!;yz should imagine that
rotestants (he 80 injustice on a body of
B :ol', hear). He felt uneasy,
that he hadtestants of Canada should
the abused his position asa
tiou] Town to serve the inter-
ister of {he gr party or creed. Asa
Do CPOW!;: he knew neither .
) " ﬁthohc, Upper Canada or |
deal impargia), o Deld the position to
add, ton u‘}“n Wards all, He might
» 7% It there was no Protestant
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densmination amongst whom  he
had so many  personal friends

as the Methodists, in Montral especially.
Those who knew him would not believe
that he could be guilty of dealing unjustly
with so respectable a denomination. He
was not in a position at the time to justify
himself, and he was decried right and
left. On his way to Ottawa he fell in with
a copy of the Globe, in which he sawa
(little article dedicated to him on the sub
ject. It referred to a letter from Rev. W.
Punshon. Until then he had no idea to
what anextent he (8ir George) had been
slandered in Toronto. The Globe stated
that no insult had been offered in the cor-
respondence, to Rev. W. Punshon. He
(Sir George) then read the letter of the
rev. gentleman himself, and he should
have been pleased to have made the per-
sonal mcquaintance of onme whose letter -
showed him to be, not only a good Chris-
tian, but a true gentleman. In that com-
munication, the Rev. W. Punshon had
replied to some previous remark of the
Globe, that the complaint against the Hon.
Minister of Militia was not as stated. He
continued, ‘‘Our grievance against him is
this: We sent in our application and re-
ceived a letter of acknowledgment. Our
complaint is, that, after we had received
that letter, we never received another com-
munication to tell us if our petition had
Qgen considered by the Government "’ He
Sir George) did not often keep the Globe,
but he kept that copy, and determined to
himself that when the discussion should be
out of the newspapers, he would take it
on himself to write to the Rev. W, Pun-
shon privately, explaining the circum-
stances of the appointment of the Chaplain,
and the reason why the correspondence
which he expected had not been sent to
him. That correspondence was, of course,
private, and he was not at liberty to say
what it contained, but he would take this
opportunity to explain to the House the
circumstances attending the appointment
of the two Chaplains to the Volunteer
Force. By an Order in Council, passed
geveral weeks before the departure of the
troops, the number of non-combatant
officers to accompany the two battaliens
was determined. This was gazetted.
There were several afplioations from revd.
gentlemen, both by letter and ersonally
for the position of chaplains of the Battal-
jons. The two gentlemen selected Wero
Rev. Mr. Patterson and Father Ouillet.
Their appointments were -gazetted and
anyone who wished to know who had ob-
tained the positions could have seenit in
the Canada Gazetle. Subsequent to this he
read a resolution which was passed at a
Methodist conference in Toronto, and re-
ported by the Globe and Telegrapft of that
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city. which were very hostile to him! he
knew not why: He was, as it were a scape
goat, and they represented him as black as
they possibly could. He saw in the report
of the Conference that a resolution had
been actually drafted by a rev. gentleman,
endorsing the most unwarrantable state.
ments against him (Sir George). In that
resolution it was said that he had appro-
priated 1,400,000 acres to support the
priests at Red River. He did not remem-
ber whether this statement had been
made inthe resolution itself or in the
speech of the rev. mover, but at all events
he (Sir George) had been slandered right
and left, He stated in hisletter to Rev. W,
Punshon that he repudiated these charges
entirely, and he hoped an opportunity
would be afforded him to refate them in
Parliament. This was a delicate matter,
but if hon. members opposite ¥ished
to appoint a committee and investigate it
thoraughly he would be glad of it. He
would like too, that certain gentlemen who
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had bmade such statements should
he  brought before that  com-
mittee, and state on what authority

they preferred such charges. He was well
known to a large number of the Metho-
dist, and he was satisfied that they knew
too well his liberality, fairness, and
honesty, to tbink that he could be
guilty of anything derogatory either to
them or any other Protestant demomina-
tion.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he understood
rather differently. During the discussion
on the resolution, he had the pleasure to
be present at the Methodist Conference,
and he understood by the remarks of the

Rev. Dr. Ryerson, that in mov.
ing  this resolution  they only
wished to express their disapproval

of the mode of appointing the chaplains,
They had asked permission to send a
chaplain of their own faith to accompany
the expedition,only requesting the Govern-
ment to furnish conveyance for him and
his baggage, and the indignation was dir-
ected against the refusal of the hon. Min-
ister of Militia to allow them to send 2
chaplain at their own cost.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said if any-
one ought to be conversant with
affairs it Was the gallant Major Mackenzie,
the hon. member for Lambton. [Laugh.
ter.] The Canadian battalions once
organized and officered, were placed under
the command of General Lindsay.
the Commander of the expedition, and
the Government had nothing further to
do with them, and could not grant the
raquest,

Hon. Mr, MACDOUGALL said, like the
hon. member for Lambton, he had heard a

Hon. Sir Geo. E. Cartier.
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discussion very interesting to him was
about to take place at the Methodist Con-
ference, an assombly of 500, among the
most respectable men in the country.
He was present in the gallery during that
discussion,and he could not say there were
such statements made as had been assert-
ed in the House to-night. He had listen-
ed very attentively to the very able speech
of Dr. Ryerson on that eccasion. He
bad heard the remarks respecting the Hon.
Minister of Militia, and he did not hear
such statements made asthe hon. gentle-
man complained of. He had heard noth-
ing said that was not perfectly justifiable
in view of the events which had since
then transpired in connection with Mani-

toba. Then, with regard to the
appointment of the chaplains, the
hon. Minister of  Militia had

sheltered himself under the order in
Council, but who determined that only
two chaplains should be sent? Who de-
termined that there should be but two
chaplains, one from the church of Rome,
and the other from the church of England ?
The objection made was, that sucha de-
cision had been arrived at. The objection
was, that they were not prepared to assert
that this large and influential body baving
ministers of their own residing in that
country, having a large number professing
their own religion among the volunteers,
should not be allowed to send a chaplain
with the expedition to minister to their
spiritual wants, It was against the dis-
courtesy of the reply merely, refusing to
permit them to send achaplain at their
own expense. He must do justice to the
Rev. Doctor Ryerson ; it is frue that gen-
tleman was not named, but there was no
doubt that he was the rev. gentleman refer-
red to by the Hon. Ministerof Militia. Dr.
Ryerson was too well acquainted with
publiclife not toknow, that such grave
statements should only be made on sufti-
cient grounds. 1t had been reported that
he said twelve Roman Catholic priests
had been sent with the expedition. He
(Dr. Ryerson) made no such statement,
What he did say, was, that twelve Roman

i Catholic chaplains had been attached to
' the Volunteer force of the country,

Hon. 8ir GEO. E. CARTIER—That's
not the case !

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—It might be
true or not, but that was the statement
made by the rev. gentleman. Then the
Hon. Minister of Militia had said great
deal about the statement that one million
four hundred thousand acres of land had
been appropriated for the benefit of the
Roman Catholic Clergy in Manitoba. He
did not believe that any such statement

t was made, (here the hon. gentleman
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referred to a fyle of the Globe, from which
he read the resolutions referred to). The
:;atement In these resolutions was that
: 4°0H°n' Minister of Militia had set apart
290,000 acres of land, chiefly for ' the
Priests and- hig oo-religionists, and this
Statement could be borne out by facts
{cries of oh! oh! from Sir George and
the French members), and ail the facts
developed in that  country  since

®  Tesolutions  were moved in
the Conference, confirmed the correctness
of the statement. Was it not true that
he reserves which the Manitoba Bill di-
Tected should be made under this Gov.
eérnment in that Province, were under the
cglptml of the priesthood, and that it was
;’l efly for the benefit and support of the
on. member’s co-religionists ? ft was a fact,
zliqnd could not be disputed. (Sir George,
0! No!) The hon, gentleman said no,

o, but were not his co-religionists in the
E?%‘Lty there. They had the control of

vernment, the Bishop of St. Boni.
tace was the actual ruler of that Govern-
ment, and his influence was supreme.
[Cries of Oh! and Nol noil from
various members.] Those associated with
him, and who were under his direction,
were the people who ruled. He knew by
let:ers‘ recently received from that coun.
try written by officers’ of the Volunteer
Force, and by private members of that
force, that it was so. It was clear that the
influence of the Bishop was predominant
—that nothing could be done with the
Government without his assent ; that no
"fan could get employment from the
overnment unless he first went to the
Buhog of 8t. Boniface, and got him to
use his influence in his favour. That was
said as & fact on the best authority. The
ton. Minister of Militia might laugh and
attempt to deny it, but (excitedly) he
- McDougall) knew better what he
ng Stated by a member of this House |
tobs he had heard by letters from Mani.
What he saw in the papers every

Y corroborated the statements made in
The hon. gentleman had
Was a misrepresentation ef
1ustiﬁe?1nq that the Conference was not
s n coming to the conclusion it
& He *’~dmétt;ede:i if the influence of the

: Predominant; if the clergy
z;h‘:o?h‘;Nh were not interfering in the
might bo public affairs in Manitoba, there
memt, ® some blame attached to the
o oi :;PB of the Conference, but under
ereumstgmees he contended that the
View of t!llxc" In supporting Dr. Ryerson, in
were f nlle eYents that have since occurred,
Y Justified in stating that these

Hop omade for the co.religionists
facts wept ,Jlinister of Militia. All the
Nt t0 show that there was no

13
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ground for charging the Conference with
misrepresentation of facts. The House
had been told that the correspondence
had been private. The hon. gertleman
had chosen, though writing upon matters:
of public importance, t> mark his commu-
nieations ¢ Private,’” and hence they were
not to be submitted to the House. They
could not tell what explanations had been
made, or what inducement had been held
out to Rev. M. Punshon to repeal the re-
solutions There would be no doubt some
curious revelations if those letters were
furnished to the Mouse, but they were
told the communications were private, and
they would be no wiser for the motion of
his hon. friend to have the correspondence
brought down.

Hon. Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER said he
had not intended to enter into a discussion
upon the proceedings of that confar-
ence, nor had he intended to men-
tion the name of Dr. Ryersou. It was not
he who had introduced that gentleman's
name into the discussion. He had written
{)rivately to Mr. Punshon in reply to the

etter ot that rev. gentleman, because it
Was a communication trom a Christian and
a gentleman, and he congratulated the
Methodist denomination on having such a
man amongst their number. What he
(Sir George) complained of, was, that un-
warrantable statements had been made in
a resolution by one of the rev. gentlemen
at the conference. He knew that if only
Dr.Ryerson had heard what his hon. friend
had said he would have at once made use

of the proverb: ¢ Save me from my
filends.”

Mr. FERGUSON—The matter was one
which had been ‘discussed throughout the
country, and he therefore desired to make
a few remarks on it. He thought there
was no doubt that Dr. Ryerson, however
sincere, had led his people astray on this
matter very considerably, and he was
quite sure that if anything offensive had
emanated from the Department of the
Minister of Militia, it had been sent without
his consent or knowledge. ‘It had mo
doubt been considered that the expedition
should be accompanied by two Chaplains,
one Protestant and the other Igomn
Catholic, and he was quite sure that the
Wesleyans were now satisfied thit no
offence had been intended.  Very much
had been said as to land being sppropriat-
ed for the benefit of the priests and co-
religionists of the Minister of Militia, lzut
nothing of the kind had been done. The
priests and co-religionists of the Minister
of Militin had been treated in mo way
differently from other classes of the people.
He then read the clauses of the Manitoba
Act respecting the land appropriation,
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shewing that it was in no way for the
Roman Catholics but for the half-breeds,
and said he did not think there was now
a single Methodist minister who did not
believe that the priests had no control
Wwhatever over the lands of Manitoba.
Every land grant had to be published in
the Canada Gazetle, and therefore nothing
could be done privately or inan under-
hand way,—and in fact he did not hesitate
to say that no Government that gave one
?arty preference overanother could stand
or one moment. As to the predomin-
ance of the Roman Catholics in Manitoba,
he had it on the authority of Drs. Schultz
and Lynch, that out of every ten, six were
Protestant of one denomination or ano-
ther, and out of the twenty-four wembers
elected to the Local Legislature, thirteen
were Protestant and eleven Catholic. He
(Mr. Ferguson) felt ‘satisfied that if his
hon. friend from Hamilton agreed to the
suggestion of the Hon. Minster of Militia
for a Committee of Enquiry, it would meet
the approval of the public, and justice
would be accorded to jall parties, it placed
this honourable House in a position to
approve or condemn—the action of the
‘Government in the premises as they de-
served—and to this end he would suggest
to the Hon. Minister of Militia, the pro-
priety of obtaining permission from the
Rev. Dr. Punshon to produce the private
letters which passed between himself and
the reverend gentleman on this important
subject. He was satisfied that if his
friend agreed to the suggestion of the
Hon. Minister of Militia for a Commission,
and witnesses were brought before it, jus-
tice could be done.
Hon, Mr. HOWE would have much pre-
ferred the hon. gentleman had waited till
© papers were brought down, whep all
the matters connected with this subject
<ould have been discussed. Already we
had had two or%three discussions on’ this
subject in the absence of the papers. He
and the Government had been denounced
for their course in regard to the North
West, and he himself, by a wretched rag of
3 paper in this city, a8 the murderer of
Scott. He had long and patiently listened
to sectional appeals a.ncf7 barangues, and
had even been accused of conspiring with
the Roman Catholics to oppress the Pro-
testants. He had laboured for over thirty
years in the cause of religious liberty, and
had succeeded in removing disabilities
from Mothodists and other denominations
in Nova Scotia. He had sat for two years
at the Government Council table, and had
Dever seen a minister, mean, prejudiced
and foolish enough to propose the de.
cision  of any question upon the
ground  of religious  preferences,
He proceeded to ridicule the 'ides of Ro.

Myr. Ferguson.

Chaplains to

[COMMONS,]

Red River. 172

man Catholic domination, in face of the
fact that only three of the thirteen mijnis-
ters were of that faith. Ten Protestants
ruled or led by so small a wminpority! He
was sorry that Dr. Ryerson had ‘misun-
derstood and condemned the conduct
of the Government in relation to the ap-
pointment of a chaplain to the Red River
expedition. He defended the appointments

mede on the ground of adequacy and ap- -

propriateness. His Protestant colleagnes
had decided as to the Protestant chaplain,
but all denominations could not be satis,
fied in the matter. He believed and was
ertain allin the House were sonyipced
that Sir Geo. E. Cartier was ipgapable of
injustice towards, or of msulting any Chyis-
tian minister. The nop-acknowledgment
of the Methodist application was & regult
of the offjcial system, out of which no of
f%pce to the denomination could reason-
ably be onstrued. As to Manitoba, there
was no doubt now. 'The elections were
now taken, and they and other events had
Justified the course of the Government and
the provisions of the "Bill. What position
would they have occupied to-day but for
that Bill?” They would have bean trying
to maintain a little family compact there,
after the fall of the family compacts in all
the other Provinces. The land was not
given to the priests, but to every man,
woman and child in the Province, whether
French or English. In protecting the
rights of the original population, the
wides}, most liberal provision had been
made for all the population, whether vol-
unteers, natives, or old residents. Refer.
ence had been made to Bishop Tache's
influence. Why should he not have it, a
man who had lived and laboured gnd
sacrificed s0 much for the i nprovement
and elevation of the population of the
&Lains. Let the member for Lavark (Mr.

acdougall) go up there 48 & missionas
(aughter), ‘and he would earn popularity
t00, perhaps.

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—I would not
like to follow the hon. gentleman’s exam-
ple, (laughter.)

Hon. Mr, HOWE--If he had he might have
avoided many of the scrapes into which
he has got. (Loud laughter.) He believed
the House would approve the conduct of
the Government, and that neither Pro.
testantism nor the Dominion had anything
to fear from the Manitoba bill,

Hon. Sir A. T, GALT expressed his convic-
tion that the Minister of Militia wag notopen
to blame for the omission that had appear-
ed in the matter of this chaplaincy.
Through some mistake or aceident the
application had been overlooked ;, he was
satisfied not intentionally, knowing the
importance and claims of this denomina-

\
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tion he took an earl i
! 1 y opportunity of cal-
ix;mgt ltli'le attention of the Minister of Militia
andfl‘s default. Aware of the liberality
- lairness of dealing towards those of a
diffe Brent falth_, always displayed by the
Mmls_ ter of Militia, he was perfectly cer-
- the charge made against him must
A esgmsen from some misapprehension.
int.( ér A. T. Galt) was sure no slight was
tunixt? ed, and had desired an early oppor-
oren, tzdo.f dispelling the wrong impression

%:‘ GIBBS expressed his conviction as
of a’lf (linnpcene‘e; of the Minister of Militia
thodiste D0 Yo insult of overlook the Me-

1sts in this chaplaincy affair. He was

8lad the present discussion
arose, so as to
relieve the minds of the public of all un-

suspicions on this subject.

A sSn- FRANCIS HINCKS followed
precediname strain, coinciding with the
Hboralis g speakers as to Sir Geo, Cartier's
o anylt gin gf liggpositiox(ll,i and repugnance
reju ill-wi
wards any denomix}:sti}))n. oo or Hlwill to-
ofM:é:z‘OPE deprecated the dragging in
tiO‘llls ® l:ons of creeds, religions or sec-
o dl 3 the present.  He thought they
He ooid rop such subjects (hear, hear).
r paid & compliment to the character of
® Minister of Milj

iy tia,
emm;nMAfCK]j}NZIE Jjustified the consid-
o do thls‘rehgious question, which
tunite a public functionary an ’oppor
cha.rg{a ;f; Je\;:tlf):img himself in regard to a
: rred against him in the minis.
E;l:tl convention of one of the largz:?l::d
ot Influential denominations of the
phint?f' thfhe Methodists did not com.
Fwe Gevernment not sendinig up'a
o dp‘ n, but of the refusal to allow them
" y;p&ych one at their own expense.
of roes med to have the largest number
T In the battalion, and were entitled
tha‘rqun"b‘e solicited. He thought
the 14 mx?bi :oot;lﬁ };?.ye been obtained, had
wi ilitia used his infl
g the Commander in Chief.m ruence
sweroa; flllr GEO. E. CARTIER said his an-
authorit o Thoarks was Just this, —the
rity 2{1 the Canadian Government
coased 1 ® battalion of Voluntesrs
since it 1o noment it was fully organized,
General Passed under the authority of the
ity and Colonel Wolseley; and the
¥y chiefs were ‘not only opposed to

Ch Presence of two Chaplains, but to any
hear,'

8 R et A g y
™ and i":uzilt:;'t)h the military (hesr,
" MA

ILL #aid it was the dutyi of the
i‘;\giﬂlate

take hold of ever j

+ y subject and

OIalblt’ and thought it waJ: well it

Was ng booroad to the country, that there
usult offered to so large and in-

Pleasant
Hon,

in th
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fluential abody as the Wesleyan Methodists
of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr, HOLTON moved for Report
of Engineer of Department of Public
Works, on application to erect, Railway)
Bridge across Lachine Canal on thie line of
Woellington street. He saia th¥te was a
considerable amount of feeling existing
on the subject, and there had been a
favourable repert made by the Engineer
on the work. He thought the productien
of the report would tend to a considerable
extent to allay the feelings existing with
respect to it.

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the report
would be produced in a few days.

The House then adjourned.

THE SENATE.
Turspay, Feb. 28, 1871

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.

BRITISH COPYRIGHTS.

Hon. Mr. RYAN asked permission to
make the motiou of which he had given
notice some days previously, namely : For
an Address to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, praying His Excellency
will cause to be laid before this House
cepies of all correspondence relating: to
the question of *‘Copyright,”’ as well as to
that of ¢ Reprinting British Copyright
Works in Canada,” which has. taken place
between the Imperial and Dominioh Gov-
ernments since the 17th Februdry, 1870.
1t would not be necessary to remind those
hon. gentlemen who had long beén mem-
bers of the Senate of the history of the
question in that House, but as many ‘had
only recently taken their seats he would,
for their information, make a brief state-
ment of the facte connected with it, which,
he theught, would justify him in again
calling -attention to a subject which he
looked upon a8 so important as to excuse
him from any appearance of undue- persist-
ence in reeurring to it and would sitinfy
hon. gentlemen that his motion was 1ot
inopportune at the present time. - .In ‘the
session of 1868, a resolution was passed
by the House for an- bumble
address to = be  predented . to
His Excellency  praying  “that
His Excellency would be. pleased to call
the attention of Her Majesty's Govern.
ment to the provisions of ‘the Imperial
Act, 9th and 1Uth Yie,, chap. 95, by which
power is given to Her Majesty to approve
of any Act, d by the Legislature of
any British possession, admitting into such
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Ppossession foreign reprints of Rritish Copy-
right works, provided that reasonable pro-
tection to the authors, is, in Her Majesty’s
opinion, thereby secured to them.’: The
Act of 1849, there mentioned, was passed
on account of representations from the late
Province gf. Canada and admitted British
Copyright works reprinted in the United
States at a low rate of duty into Canada.
At that time the printing industry of
Canada was much less advanced than at
present, and we were not able to compete
with the Amerisan publishers, At the
same timd it was felt that the country re-
quired cheap literature and that our people
could not afford to pay the high price
demanded for British works imported
directly. Hence the concession asked by
Canada was granted by the Imperial Par-
liament and was considered a great boon,
and reprints of British works were permitted
to be imported on the payment of a low
rate of duty which was put into a fund for
the benefit of the British author. So the
case stood when the resolution of 1868
was introduced—the second part of that
resolution went on to urge the neces-
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sity of ‘“‘impressing upon Her Majesty’s
Government the justice and expediency of |
extending the privileges granted by the
above'cited Act, so that whenever reason-
able provision and protection shall, in
Her Majesty’s opinion, be secured to the
authors, Colomal reprints of British Copy-
right works shall be Placed on the same
footing as foreign reprints in Canada, by
which means British authors will be more
effectually protected in their rights, and a
material benefit will be conferred on the
printing industry of this Dominion.”
Between 1849 and 1868 a great change
had-taken place with respect to our print-
ing industry, which was by that time in a
position to compete with the same branch
of enterprise in the United States in the
production of cheap literature. Our pro-

| unfortunately through

gress in that particular industry forced
upon us the anomaly of a foreign country
being permitted to supply us with a class
of literature which we could produce more
cheaply ourselves, and with greater advan.
tage to the British author whose works were
sounjustifiably pirated in the United States,
In this connection he could not refrain from
directing the attention of honourable mem.
bers to a recent publication—the Dominion
Directory—which exhibited a vast amount
of research and labour, and a liberal ex-
penditure of capital in getting it up,
That work was in itself an admirable illus-
tration of the progress made by the print-

ing industry of the Dominion up to the
present time. To return to the foregoing
resolutions of 1868, the Government of
Canada at once acted upon them and g
large amount of correspondence took place

Hon. Mr. Ryan.
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between our own and the Imperial Gov-
ernment on the subject. In the session of
1869, a resolution passed the Senate for
copies of the correspondence which arose
out of these resolutions of 1868, and that.
correspondence was accordingly brought.
down by the Government, That corres-
pondence continued to be carried on during
the year 1869 and the early part of
1870, and on the 16th March, 1870,
another motion was carried in the Se.
nate for copies of ¢all correspondence
since the 30th March, 1869, between the
Imperial and Dominion Governments as
well as between the latter and any person or
persons on the subject of legalizing, under
certain conditions, the reprint of British
Copyright works in the Dominion.” From
the correspondence which was thus brought.
down by the Dominion Government, it
appeared that the British Government
promised in 1869 to remove a disability-
which operated unfairly on Colonial in
terests, and to take steps during the next
session of Parliament to amend the Im-
perial law so that a Copyright taken out
In Canada would secure to the author a
Copyright throughout the British Empire.
That would have beenapractical bene fit, but
neglect somewhere.
ng legislation to that effect took place,
In other parts of the correspondence the
views originally adopted in the first reso.
lutions passed in the Senate were strongly
advocated, namely: that we should be-
placed on the same footing as the Ameri.
cans, with respect to the republication of
British Copyrights. In that correspon-
dence Sir John Rose, then Finance Minis-
ter, took a leading part, and strongly urged
the views of the Senate, and as & proof of
the reasonable spirit in which the conces-
sion was asked for from the Imperial
Government he read the following sen.
tence, showing that Canada was willing to
forego any advantage from the permission
to give her the reprinting of Copyrights
assoon as the Americans no longer en-
Joyed that privilege, and an International
Treaty could be arranged :

“ Having considered the arguments ad-
vanced against the modification of the

Copyrights.

Copyright Law asked for in the Address of-

the Seaate, the undersigned would recom-

mend that the attention of the Imperial

Authorities be once more invited to the
subject, and that they be earnestly re-
quested to accede to the application of the
Senate, upon the understanding, if thought
proper, that the change in the law, if
made, should be temporary, to be deter-
mined upon the conclusion of any Interna-
tional Copyright Treaty between England
and the United States.”

Whilst that correspondence was being
carried on with every appearance that the

T
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Imperial Government would grant us
;ﬁ?t we desired, an occurrence togcrk place
n ch delayed the realisation of our
in Pes. A despatch was sent from Wash-
: gton by the British Ambassador, with
ine outline of a Treaty respect-
thg copyrights ~ which he said,
me Amgncan Government would be will-
: g fxc; sign, The project was laid before
edeof perial Grov'ernment and was approv-

i The “United States Government,
clin e(‘iTel', With their customary caprice, de-
Pre &d to ratify the treaty which they had
b Viously led the British Ambassador to

PPose they would agree to. The whole
%Ll:stxox} was _therefore thrown back into

e tllwlosltxon in which we found it in 1868,
time t(;ught that it was now an opportune
the new Press on the British Government
The n es8ity of dealing with the question.
conld Oment the Americans saw that we
S0 lo Publish British Copyright works at
acroswtll’:, rate, as to enable us to send them
o 8the border and compete with their

n pubhs_hers, they would be more likely
I'me;nter. into an International Treaty.
Brit,p;ctwe altogether of the reprinting
Cal olsial C‘opyn'ght,s it was only fair that
10 oxtend over he sas g, the right

! whole Briti 1

In oonclusion, he stated thatt;fél }EI;II;I:::

son to believe that some correspondence

development of the count its i
tet"l?;ts should be carefully g&é‘lﬁiﬁ "
e 0 tng 3cts were sought to be obtained :
e be put on the same footing a8
tbge 18 of the United States in regard to re-
ting British Copyright works; secondly
perial Government to

a
D%qu-m toncede, and it was now for the

for:;;‘_l?ﬁ Govegn_ment to urge upon the
earnest] ® requisite legislation. He most
take ; lmyn called upon the Government to
might not b deﬁc;::ini) 80 thatgegislation
se. eyond the present
:l:n of the Imperial PXrliament;.p ¢
n.

tion, Mr. FERRIER seconded the mo-

Hon. Mr. cAMPRELL replied that the

v . .
lut, :nmment bad no objection to the reso-
very éorrec?,l hon. gentleman had stated
pro y the different steps in the

&ress of the matt iti
ernmen, er. The British Gov-
by the EtvIaSSented to the address passed

Ouse, but nothj i
co ) ing was do
ta‘lnns:((} u&? ce of the hope t%at was 2:’«::
i b&: a treaty would be -entered
OlWeen  the United States

and .
Great  Britain, It was true
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we had been promised legislation on the
subject. Latterly, the Minister of Finance,
had been following the subject up, but he
(Mr. C) did not know how far the
matter had gone The course adopted by
his hon. friend (Mr. Ryan) was deserving
of every praise, and he had little doubt
that it would be eventually crowned with
success.

The motion then passed.

Copyrights.

THE LIBRARY.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated that when
the Senate was pieased last winter to
grant an allowance to the Librarian of Par-

liament, hon. - gentiemen expressed
some dissatisfaction with that mode of
paying  the officer in  question.

'The same view had been taken elsewhere
and it was now proposed to adopt the
course, stated in the motion he now
made :— .

That the Committee on the Library be
instructed to enquire into the remunera-
tion, classification and duties of the Libra-
rian and other officers and servants em-
ployed in the Library of Parliament, with
a view to a rearrangement of that ser-
vice.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN asked if it was not
possible we might, by changing the present
system, return to the very unsatisfactory
condition of things, by which the Librarian
considered himself only an officer of
one branch, not bound to give informa-
tion to members of the Senate.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the
intention was to guard against any such
contingency, and to make the officers and
servants of the Library the officers and
servants of Parliament, not of one branch
but of both.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that the object
of the motion was to prevent what the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Sanborn) feared.

THE FISHERIES.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL introduced a
Bill further to amend the Act with respect
to fishing by foreign vessels.

The Bill was read a first time, and the
second reading ordered for Friday.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL laid on the table
certain papers in reference to the admis-
sion of British Columbia into the Union.

PETITIONS.

Several petitions were presented by Hon.
Messrs, Panet, Mucfarlane, Wilmot, and
Tessier. o

The House then adjourned. ~
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Tuespay, Feb. 28th, 1871.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that
the Library Committee be instructed to
inquire into the remuneration, classifica.
tion, etc., of the officers. of the hbrary.— -

Carried.
NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. PEARSON—the member elected
by the comstituency of Colchester to fill
the place rendered vacant by the appoint.
ment of Hon. Mr. Archibald to.the Lieut-
enant Governorship of the North West,
was infroduced by, Messrs. Carmichael aad
Killamand took his seat.

THE ELECTION LAW.

Hon, Sir GEO. E.CARTIER introduced
a Bill to make temporary provision for
the election of members for the House of
Commons (hear,hear from the Oppesition).
He expected that his hon. friends opposite
would say ¢ hear, hear ”’ at the very men.
tion of the measure. He would explain
that since we were about to have another
Province comprised in this Dominion, it
was obvious that the Government could
not yet enact a law to affect ail the Pro-
vinces ot the Dominion, as far as the repre-
sentation of this House was concerncd.
The circumstances of Manitoba having
been recently admitted into the Union
and British €olumbia being on the eve of
joining the -Confederation, had led the
Government to the conclusion that it
would be better to carry on the next elec-
tion for the Dominion under the laws as
they now prevail in the several Provinces
(hear, hear from the Opposition). He
might state that the Bill too, contained a
provision with regard to the number of
days on which elections were to take place,
This Bill provided that the elections
should take place on one day (hear, hear).

Mr.MACKENZIE—AIll on the same day ?

Hon. 8ir GEO. E. CART1IER—Oh, no !
(Laughter.) With regard to the Province
of Ontario, the laws had been altered by
the Local Legislature of that Province,
and consequently this Bill provided that
the voters’ list in Ontario should be the
list on which the elections for the House
of Commons would be held during the
next two years. Then, with regard to
British Columbia and Manitoba,as far as the
latter was concerned, the Manitoba Act
provided for the election of representatives,
and, until a general election law should be
framed, would continue as it was, In

- British Columbia the elections would be
held under the same law as now .existed
there! These were the principal {eatures

Hon. Sir G. E. Cartier.
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of the Bill. The remainder of the law
as it" stood, with the exception

of the alterations referred to, would con-
tinue in force. It was also enacted that
the polling places should be provided
wherever 200 votes were to be poﬁed.

In reply to Mr. Ross, of Nova Secotia,

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the
law as it existed in 1867 would prevail.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had congra-
tulated the Government on Monday on
having adopted the view of the Opposi.
tion on the Independence of Parliament
Act. To-day be had to repeat the pro.
cess, as the Government had at last been
compelled by public opinion,and what they
knew to be the epinion of the House, to
alter the election law. The Minister of
Militia had remarked that it would be in-
advisable to pass a general election law
at present, in view of the fact that the
number of Provinces in the Dominion was
to beincreased. Was the House to under-
stand that last year Confederation was
supposed to have been completed ; that
there were no new Provinces to be erected
in theNorth West, that British Columbia and
the two Provinces to the East were not ex-
pected to be brought into the Dominion ?
Was the House to understand that their
views as to the prospects of Confederation
were s0 changed on the subject that they
found it necessary to adopt a new policy ?
That would not do for an excuse. It was
very evident that the hon. gentleman had
taken as much as he had taken of the
palicy of the Opposition, simply because
he knew it would be impossible to
an: election measure without it. But the
Bill would be unequal in its working as it
was. . It was utterly impossible, in Ontario,
for instance, to tale thelaw which was in
existence when Confederation was passed,
because there was no special law for that
Province from which to compose an
electoral list, but he went back to the
laws existing in Nova Seotia in 1867, for so
much of the law as satisfied his purpose
in this Bill. While in Ontario the Legis.
lature adopted by & unanimous vote the
electoral law nowin force there, which
not only confined the polling to one day,
but, to the same day throughout the Pro-
vince, in Nova Scotia the Bill would allow
an election to take place in one constitu-
ency on a certain day, and in another
three weeks later. Of course the object
of the Hon, Minister was apparent in this,
but it was unfair to intraduce as an eleo.
tion Bill, a mongrel Act like this which
enacted neither one thing nor another ;
a law which would not have the same effoct
in all the Provinces. The only law which
this House should adopt was the old elec-
toral law in each Province, and let the elec-
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tion law to be adopted be the same for the
Local Legislatures as for the General Par-
liament. This would free the measure
from the complications with which it
abounded in its present shape. But, after
all, he was glad that the Government had
adopted the policy of the Opposition to a
certain extent, and he hoped that they
would be forced to adopt the balance
of it and produce a measure complete in
all its details, (hear, hear).

Mr. BLAKE said that after two perman.
ent Electoral Bills had been passed, the
House was now asked to enact a tempor-
ary one. Last session one had been passed,
the session before the House had passed
one, and now they were asked to deal
with another one. The hon. gentleman

ad explained that the reason why he now
submitted this temporary measure, was
because of the introduction of the new
Provinces into the Confoderation. At
what period since the 1st July, 1867, was
not the House favoured with the news
‘that new Provinces were to be added ?
Every day they were told they were com-
ing in, though they didn't come.

Hen, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes !
yes !

Mr. BLAKE—And yet the Hon. Minis-
ter of Militia had asserted, that it was in
view of these additions to the Dominion
that this temporary Act was provided.
Last session the Opposition had pointed
out the effect that the new measure then
submitted would have in the East and in
the West. They had shawn that it would
be impossible to work it in Mamtoba, and
that difficulties would arise in other Pro.
Yinces t00. But they were told that their
arguments were fallacious, and that the
Union would overcome all the difficulties
sla;i ;;:: ﬂilen depzqegted. He was

:toh t, tay ¥ exparienoe,
they  Tad  adoaitfed  th truth
Of - the arguments then advanced
by the Opposition, that it was necessary to
Teapéct the views of the different Pro.
Vinceson the subject, and by degrees as
they hecame more acquainied with the
franchise laws of other countries, the Gov-
®mment had made same approach to-
£ providing for a common franchise
t“'«ﬂ;e Dominion. He was not surprised

it was merely a temporary Act. It

be coming down too far to propose

& permanent Act what they opposed so
“Onsistently before, but, he had no doubt
that it would contain for some years to
I'i°me the principle at the base of our Par.
lamentary representation, founded on-the
?ll:mon of the hon. member for Hochelaga,
at the franchise should be for the Do.
Minion the same as by law established for

h of the Provinces, (hear, hear).
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Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he
did not intend to discuss the measure at
this moment, but he felt it to be his duty
to answer some of the observations made
by the hon. gentleman opposite. Ihe
Manitoba measure was submitted to the
House as the result of the negotiations
carried on between the Dominion of Can-
ada and the gentlemen sent as delegates
from Manitoba. No one knew at the close
of last segsion that Manitoba would cer-
tainly be a member of the Confederation.
There was no necessity or intention at_the
outset that Manitoba should form a Pro-
vince and be comaprised in the Confedera-
tion. It was intended that it should be a
Crown colony, and .that very reason in-
dyced the Government at that time to
withdraw the Bill.

Mr. BLAKE—Hear, hear!

Hon. 8ir GE®. E. CARTIER—Then with
regard to the remarks of the bon. member
for Lambton, he would say that the Bill.
was proposed last year as there was no
hope that we shouid have British Colum-
bia so soon. Every one expected. ot
course, that sooner or later that colony
would be comprised as (ne of the sister
colonies in the Dominion. It would be
useless at the close of this Parliament.
with one Province just admitted and
another shortly to be admitted into the
Confederation, to endeavcur to assimilate
the iaws. They could not make a law
now which would apply to British Colum-
bia. He hoped his hon. friend would take
with a better feeling the good intention of
the Government in adopting <his course.

The Bill was read g first time.
MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Law.

A message from His Excellency, accom-
panying papers relative to the proposed
union of “British Columbia with Canada,
was read.

THE REPLY TO HIS EXCELLENCY.

The SPEAKER read the following rzﬂz
the recent congratulatory address of the
House of Commons :

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of
Commons. ks

I beg you to accept my sincere than
for thgé yaddress ofp congratulation with
which you have honoured me on the occa-

sion of my elevation to the Peerage.
The expression- of your acquiescence in
the favourable view which our Sovereign
has graciously deigned to take of my ser-
vices is. highly to be: valued, as conveying
the good opinion of the freely chosen re-
presentatives of a people possessing the



183 Routine
precious endowments of energetic indus.
try, self-reliance, and firm and orderly at- |
tachment to the freedom and institutions
of their country.

The North West Territories, already
added to the Confederatign, and the will-
ing accession of British Columbia, which,
it i3 to be hoped, will shortly take effect,
as they extend your bounds, so they pro-
portionately augment the cares and re-
sponsibilities of those who are in the high
places of the land; but the legislation and
people of the Dominion will, I feel per-
suaded, prove equal to the lofty task, the
vast and varied interests throughout the
wide dom in will be safe in their charge,
and gradually cemented into one compact
and contented whole, by the same wise
legislation, and the same equal adminis-
tration of affairs as have done so much in
the past to establish the well being and
satisfy the just expectations of the people.
In conclusion, 1return your good wishes
with all sincerity, and assure you I shall
retain and cherish to the close of my life
2 warm interest in all that regards the po-
sition and prospects of this great and
growing country.
' LISGAR.
Government House,

Feb. 27, 1871.

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA CORRESPON-
DENCE.

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER moved that
the papers just submitted to the House be
printed without delay, He explained that
the Hon. Mr. Trutch, the delegate from
British Columbia, was now in Chicago, on
his way to Ottawa, and would reach here,
he expected, on Saturday. It was neces-
sary, therefore, that the House should be
in possession of the correspondence rela.
tive to the admission of the sister colony
into the Union.

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) complained
of delays in printing public documents in
the French language. He knew that it
took some time to translate papers, but
then, if there were not translators enough
to do the work, more should be employed.

After a short discussion on the subject
the motion was carried.

EXPENSE OF FENIAN INVASION.

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that
the House should on Friday next go into
Committee of the Whole to consider ce