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THE SENATE,
Thursday, February 4, 1875.

The proceedings of the day were
opened by the Hon. Speaker of the
Senato taking his seat, at the head of
the Clerk’s Table, whereupon the usual
gx'ayers being read, the Hon. George

rown was introduced to the House by
the Ion. Messicurs Letellier de St.
Just, and McMaster, and his Commis-
sion having been read, he took the
usual Oaths of Office, and appended his
name to the Roll of the Senators of
the Dominion of Canada.

At three o'clock, p.v., Hisx Excel-
lency the Governor General proceeded
In state to the Chamber of the Senate,
in the Parliament Buildings, and took
his seat upon the Throne. The Mem-
bers of the Senate being assembled,
His Excellency was pleased to com-
mand the attendance of the House of
Commops, and that House being pre-
sent, His Excellency was pleased to
open the Second Session of the Third
Parliament of the Dominion of Canada,

with the following Speech from the
hrone :—

SPEECH.
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have much satisfaction in meeting
you at this early and convenient
season.

I have to congratulate you upon the
organization of the North-West Police
Force, and the success of its operations,
It has materially aided in the creation
of confidence and good will among the
Indian tribes; in the suppression of the
liquor traffic; the establishment of legi-
timate trade; the collection of Customs
duties; and, above all, in maintaining
security for life and property within
the Territory. Another effect of the
presence of the police in the North-

est has been to enable the Govern-
ment to largely reduce tho strength of
the military establishment in that
country.

The negotiation of a friendly Treaty
with the Crees and Sauteux of the
North-West for the cession of terri-
tory may be regarded as a further
guarantee for the continuation of ami-
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cable relations with the lndian tribes
of that vast region.

During the past summer I had the
pleasure and advantage of visiting a
very large portion of the Province of
Ontario, including the whole coast of
Georgian Bay and Lake Superior. This
official tour enabled we to form a bet-
ter idea of the great cxtent of the
comparatively  well-settled  country,.
and  of that which still - almost
wholly undeveloped. I wax  every-
where received with the kindest wel-
come, and was wmuch gratified in
witnessing the enterprise, content-
ment, and loyalty manifested in every
quarter.

Your attention will be called to a
measure for the creation of a Supreme
Court.  The necessity for such a mea-
sure has yearly become more and more
apparent, since the organization of the
Dominion; it is essential to our system
of jurisprudence and to the settlement
of constitutional questions.

You will also he asked to consider a
Bill relating to the important subject
of' Insolvency.

Measures will be provided for the
reorganization of the Government of
the North-West and the consolidation
of the laws relating to that country;
for a general Insurance Law; and on
the subject of Copyright.

Gratifying progress has been made
in the Survey of the Canada Pacific
Railway Route. Measures have been
taken to secure the early construction
of the Georgian Bay Branch, and to
provide a connection with the Eastern

ilway System. The Re£0rt of the
Surveys of the Road from Lake Supe-
rior to Fort Garry, which will be ready
in a few days, will afford information
upon which tenders may be invited for
the construction of the eastern and
western portions of that section, so as
to reach the navigable waters of the
interior.

is

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Accounts of the past year will
be laid before you. The Estimates for
the preseng financial year will also be
submitted; they wiil, I believe, be
found to have been framed with every
regard to economz, consistont with
efficiency in the Public Service.

[SENATE.)

the Throne. 4

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senute :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

1 am happy to believe that notwith-
standing the general and wide-spread
commercial depression which has pre-
vailed over the continent, the trade of
Canada is sound, and that the contrac-
tion we have cxperienced in some
branches of industry for the past year
has not heen greater than might natu-
rally have been anticipated.

Papers will be submitted to yon on
the North-West troubles, and in refer-
ence to the megotiations between the
Dominion Government and the Govern-
ment of British Columbia on the sub-
jeet of the Pacific Railway.

Steps have been taken during the re-
cess for a combination of effort on the
rart of the several Provinces and the

ominion, to promote immigration
from Furope under the general divec-
tion of the Dominion officials. Tt is
hoped that the effect will be increased
efficiency and economy in this branch
of the Public Service.

I rely with confidence on your pru-
dence and ability, and on your patriotic
devotion to the great public interests
entrusted to you; and I pray that the
Divine Blessing may rest upon your
labours.

At the conclusion of His Excellency's
Speech, the Hon. Speaker having taken
the Chair, a few formal motions were
made, and the Ilouse adjourned until
to-morrow (Friday), 5th inst., at half-
past three o'clock, ».M.

Friday, February §, 1875,
REPLY TO ADDRESS.

Hon. Mr. WARK, in rising to move
the Address in Reply, after a few pre-
liminary remarks, referred to the nego
tiations affecting the Indians, whose
rights had been interfered with, and
whose hunting grounds had been tres-
Eassed upon by settlers. The Indians

ad a right to our protection, and we
were bound todo all in our power for the
rrotection of their rights and privi-
eges in the future. The next para-
graph of the Speech referred to His
Excellency's visits, which extended
through Ontario and a portion of
the territory north of Lake Superior.
Whilst it was a well known fact that



5 Reply to
loyalty was a prominent characteristic
of the people referred to, it was no less
indisputable that His Excellency, since
the commencement of his administra-
tion of the Government of the Domin-
ion, had evinced a deep and simcere
interest in the prosperity and happi-
ness of the people. After referring to
the necessity of tho enactment of a
measure for the creation of a Supreme
Court, as also to that of a Bill relating
to the Law of Insolvency and other
measures referred to in His Excel-
lency’s Speech, the hon. gentleman
concludod by observing that the labor
market of the Dominion afforded a
splendid ficld for the remunerative ecm-
ployment of its people, presenting
quite a favourable contrast to the
gloomy state of affairs in the United
States,as represented hy those returning
from that country. All required was
that the Local and (veneral Govern-
ments shounld continue to work har-
moniously, actuated solely by a desire
t0 promote the best interests of the
country. Before sitting down he would
again refer to the subject of the nego-
tiations with the Indians of the North-

est. This was a subject which had
long engaged the most serious atten-
tion of the leading statesmen of both
parties, and he most earnestly hoped
that the treaty referred to might be
productive of the most satisfactory
results in the improvement and civili-
aation of the Indians.

Hox. Mxz.

much pleasure and satisfaction in se- :
conding the Address in reply to the |

Speech from the Throne. The Speech
was most remarkable, hoth for the deep
interest evinoed, as also for the manner
in which we are made to recognize at
vue and the same time, the ]n:()spority
and power of the State, as also in the
:i:l(!)ortance of ‘the: measures which it
th e.sgl;’-*t?- I see with satisfaction that
: ¢ Police Force of the North-West has
rendered important services, aud that
it has obtained g complete success in
the re-establishment of order and confi-
dence in that remote region of our fine
country, The satisfactory results ob-
lamod.will have the effect of consider-
ably diminishing the cxpense of main-
taining an armed force in that hostile
- and uncivilized country. He was much

pleasod to find that the negotiation of a

[FeBruaRy 5, 18%75.]

NAddress, 6
treaty between tho Crees and the Sau-
teaux, and -the cession of territory
which it involved, would assure to us
peace and tranquillity with the various
tribes. He was happy in being able to
bear testimony to the graceful and pa-
triotic reception which had been ac-
corded to His Excellency throughout
the Province of Ontario, during his
official visit of the past summer, as also
to the very high estimate formed by
His Excellency of the spirit of enter-
prise. and of the contentment and loy-
alty of its inhabitants. His Excellency
had referred in his Speech to the eres-
tion of a Supreme Court. This was a
measure which appeared to him (Hon.
Mr, Baillargeon) to be of the utmost
importance, and the necessity for such
a Court had long been felt in thix coun-
try. The Bill relating to Insolvency
is one, indeed, of the greatest impor-
tance, and he had no doubt that with
regard to its requirements, there would
be but one opinion. The reorganiza-
tion of the Government of the North-
West, with a view to the cfficient pro-
tection of its population, should engage
the most serious consideration of that.
House. He was pleased to observe, and
witnessed with satisfaction, the progress
of the Pacific Railroad. There was not
the slightest doubt that thix great on-
terprise, once completed, eould not fail
to contribute vastly to the develop-
ment of the resources of that vast coun-

BAILLARGEON had !

try. We ought to he much pleased and
i rejoiced to gee the commerce and power
of the State so prosperous, notwith-
standing the great depression felt on
other parts of the continent. Thehon.
gentleman concluded as  follows:—
Finally we ought to congratulate our-
' selves upon the efforts and means em-
t ployed to draw into our ¢ountry immi-
| gration, numbers, and strength.

Hon. M. CAMPBELL—1n the face
of all the favourable advantages pos-
sessed by the Government within the
past year, something of importance
was to bo expected in the opening
paragraph of the Speech from the
Throne; hut when that something is
looked for, nothing is found but a con-
gratulatory reference to the organiza-
tion of the North-West Police Force,
which he (Hon. Mr. Campbell) believed
to connist of some 50U men and 2
| Quartermaster. It that were all that
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Reply to

the Government had to congratulate

themselves upon, it were scarcely
worth congratulation, which would
probably have been more fittingly be-
stowed in the Financial or Agricultural
Departments. The hon. gentleman next
veferred to the paragraph in reference
to tho negotiations connected with the
Indians of the North-West, the state-
ments connected with which, he said,
might no doubt be quite true. He next
referred to the other topics contained
in the same paragraph, which he char-
acterized as standing dishes, having
seen them so often before in similar
documents, and he thought it was now
quite time that Government should give
up copying such precedents. He cor-
dially approved of the organization of
the Government of the North-West, as
also of the Bill with reference to the
law of Copyright. Although not quite
prepared to insist upon it, he thought
it would be desirable that as many
measures as possible should be origi-
nated in that House. With reference
to the omission in His Excellency’s
Speech, he would observe that there
were other subjects of importance, such
for example as the convention which
had been eutered into with the United
States. Why, he would ask, had not
matters of such importance been refer-
red to? Surely hon. gentlemen were
not jealous of cach other. The Reci-
procity Treaty was a subject of great
importance, having been referred to in
Her Majesty’s Speech at the opening of
Parliament. he reference to the
North-West Police had no more in-
torest than that of the Marine Police
of Quebec, and was the result on the
part of the Government of poverty of
subjects to treat upon, having nothing
better to refer to. (Hear, hear, from
Government benches.) A greatdeal
had been said during the past Session
in reference to excessive taxation, but
it would now appear as though noth-
ing further would be said about it. If
the Government party deserved an
name, in his (Hon. Mr. Campbell’s)
opinion it was certainly that of “ know
nothing,” for they absolutely knew
nothing. With reference to the Tele-
waph Cable Bill which had originated
§n the House of Commons, and had
been introduced into this House as a

Government measure, we were told |

[SENATE.]

Address. B

that it would not interfere with private
rights, and he bad known one hon. gen-
tleman who had voted for the measure,
believing that it would involve no in-
terforence with private rights. And
yet hon. members’ backs were no sooner
turned, than His Excellency the Gov-
ernor (eneral was advised not to give
his assent to the Bill on the ground ofits
interference with private rights. That
was not the position the Government
ought to have led this House into; had
they been of that opinion they should-
not have asked hon. members to assent
to the measure. The course which
had been pursued by hon. gentlemen
had not been charcterized by sincerity.
He (Hon. Mr. Campbell) would not
call it ¢ organized hypocrisy,” but
in his opinion it certainly did not show
sincerity. He would next refer to an
hon. gentleman who, the day previously
bad taken his seat in that House
(Hon. George Brown.) That hon,
gentleman, he (Hon. Mr. Campbell)
most heartily and sincercly congratu-
lated upon so auspicious an event, but
what was to be said of that hon gentle-
man who, upon reference to the past,
would be found to have been referred
to in terms somewhat similar to him
(Hon. Mr. Campbell). Withregard to
the expenditure in connection with the
purchaso of railway iron for the Lake
Nipissing Railway, such expenditure
might doubtless be all quite necessary
and proper. But what would have
been said in the past if the Hon, Mr.
Langevin had purchased railway iron
under similar circumstances? What
a cry would have been raised. Mo
(Hon. Mr. Campbell) merely referred
to the matter for the purpose of
shewing the inconsistency of the views
of hon. members with regard to par-
liamentary government. He believed,
notwithstanding all that had been said,
that the Conservative party were the
real friends and supporters of consti-
tutional policy in this country. After
some further observations the hon.
gentleman concluded by observing that
although not prepared to accord in
opinhion with all the views contained in
tho Address, still it was not his inten-
tion to propose any amendment, and
he was therefore quite prepared that
it should pass.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
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JUST regretted the tone in which his
hon, friend had approached the subject
before the Ilouse on the present occa-
sion, and thrown so mucﬁ abuse upon
it. The hon. gentleman had said there
was very little contained in the Speech
from: the Throne, but this much he
(Hon. Mr. Letellicr) could say, that
more was contained in it, that in many
of its predecessors of previous admin-
istrations, Such documents were not
generally expected to be moere records
of specilic acts of the Administration.
In the course of his obscrvations the
hon. gentleman had referred to the
Copyright Bill and to the Insolvency
Bll! in favourable terms, while he still
maintained that there was nothing in
the Speech. With reference to the
North-West Police Force, for the organ-

ization of which the hon. gentleman |

would claim some eredit to him, he

1t had been organized last year; that
its organization had been found neees-
Sary owing to the number of strangers
that were coming into the country ;
and if the hon. gentleman’s party were
In power, he would doubtless be fully
Prepared to give them credit for such
fin organization. With reference to
lu_s observations on the negotiations
with the Indians, ho (Hon. Mr. Lectel-
lier) would meroly observe that instead
of sending a Lieutenant Governor to
create disturbances, the present Gov-
ernment had sent a Member of the
Administration, with authority to ne-
gotiato a treaty of peace and amity.
Instead of being an act worthy of con-

rathor o iy 01 tho contrary,
ongratulation, ¢
(IIon. My, ;

¥ Letollier) would pass over
the visit of Ifis Exc)clloncy ]the Gov-
ornor General, which was, however
gonerally acknowledged to bo a most
i‘m bortant event. The hon. gentleman
» F gtated that the Bill for the creation
> A Supreme Court had been promised,
ut in all probability only to be set
aside, but "he (Hon. Mr. Letellier)
would ask tho hon. gentleman, had not
such a Bill been promised on difforent
occltitslons by hon. gentlemen opposite ?
ON. MR. CAMPBELL — You now
promise 11& in 1875,
ON. Mr. LETELLIER DK ST.
JUST—The Administration would be
prepared to come before Parliament

[Fenrvary 5, 1875.]

i the

;1 I’l lresa, 1"

with "a bill in relation to the subject,
as also with a measure in reference to
the Law of Insolvency, in addition to
which would also be submitted a most
important measure of postal arrange-
ment. The hon. gentleman had refer-
red to the Government entering into
contracts with reference to the Lake
Nipissing Railroad; but when the pa-

ers on the subject are submitted to

arliament, then it would be quite
time enough for him to come forward.
This much, however, he could assure
the hon. gentleman ; he would find no
speculation, no Pacitic Seandal. When
he endeavours to cast reproach upon
resent  Administration, he will
find his cfforts in vain, as no tangible
grounds for attack offer. It is said
that railroad iron has been bought by
a member of the Government; but if

v i such has heen done, it has been in
(Hon. My, Letellier) maintained that |

acecordance with constitutional power
and anthority.  Railroad iron had
been purchased and other railroad
transactions had occurred in the past
which would never occur under the
present Premicr or the Frosent Gov-
ernment. The hon, gentleman in tho,
course of his petty attack had referred
to the conncction of the IIon. M.
Brown with members of the present
Administration; but that hon. gentle-
man, judging from the manner in
which the party he had been conneccted
with were working, and sceing that
they were going to the wall, looked to
his (Hon. Mur. Letellier’s) side of the
House, and actuated solely by a desire
for the promotion and advancement of
the best intercsts of his country, cast
aside all personal considerations, and
gave his hearty co-operation and assist-
ance to those whom he considered as
truly deserving of public confidence.
He (Ion. Mr. Letellicr) considered
that from the carrying out of Confed-
eration to the present time, the presont
Administration deserved a considerable
amount of credit for its many and use-
ful public acts. The hon. gentleman
in his attack had perhaps evinead
more feeling than soul, but his remarks
had been such that he (Hon, Mr. Letel-
lier) felt bound not to let them pass

unnoticed.
Honx. Mr. ALEXANDER would
make special reference to the subject

! of the Canadian Pacific Railway. In
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his opinion, upon the amount of energy
devoted to the carrying out of that
great project, would in a great meas-
ure depend ‘the future prospority of
the Dominion. lie considered it to be
the duty of the Government to usec
every means in its power to have evory
railway throughout the Dominion built
by private enterprise. With reference
10 the construction of the Georgian and
Lake Nipissing railways, he should
like hon. gentlemen to shew him the
necessity for the construction of rail-
roads through any portion of country
where civilization did not exist, and

[SENATE.)

where no inhabitants were to be found, :

oxcept ludians. Ilo saw no necessity

the country, with financial responsi-

P
¢

bilities involving 87,000,000—with our
North-West resources to be developed, -
Where he would ask, was the hope of !

being prepared for the responsibilities
referred to, if this expenditure for
what appeared to be unnecessary and
inexpedient was to take place? Ilis
remarks might be considered tiresome
to the llouse, and if such were the
case he would most sincercly apolo-
rize,

Hox~. Mr. READ did not expect much

from the Speech trom the Throne, con-

sequently he was not, like his hon.

. 000 appropriated by Parliament.

friend from Kingston, disappointed ;

but he felt for Jlis Txcellency when

into his mouth. After referring to
several paragraphs as of minor import-

!

ance, he denounced the proposition to

huild the Georgian Bay Branch of the

Pacific Railway as uscless. Already !

there were two railways running into -
Georgian Bay, and three other roads ter- |
minating on Lake Huron; and the

Branch proposed to be built, would

roper, and should not therefore he
uilt, Parliament would do very wrong
in sanctioning the construction of so
useless a picce of road where no one
lived, and through a part of the country
not likely to be inhabited for years to
come. If the construction of that 85
milos of useless road from Georgian

Addpess, 12

Nipissing, through a comparative wil-
derness, he hoped such a scheme would
meet its deserved fate and bedefeated ;
while he fully concurred in building
the Pacific road proper, and would do
all in his power to further it at tho
very earliest moment. A vast con-
tinent had becn almost given to us, and
it is our duty to improvo it, and not
keep it a closed preserve as in years
gone by, which-can only be done. by
building a railroad its ontire length as
soon as our circumstances will admit,
On referring to the financial state of
the country, he claimed that the state-
ments he mado last session, that there

. was no occasion for increased taxation,
for frittering away the resources of |

had turned out correct, as the Public
Accounts would prove. Not only was
there a surplus instead of a large de-
ficiency, as the Finance Minister had
stated, but he cluimed that the steady
progress of the country would have
given the Finance Minister what he
demanded, $24,500,000, nearly two mil-
lions more than the last Government
estimates, To prove his figures, he
quoted from the returns as furnished
by the Gazette, that not only was there
a surplus last year, but that for the first
halfof the ycar the revenue had reach-
ed to over $13,000,000, out of $24,500,-
He
then went on to say that the Senate

had tailed in its duty to the country,
such an apology for a speech was put '1

in not resisting the tariff of last year,
as it was not only vicious but unneces-
sary and unpatriotic, framed with a
view to make it appear that the late
Government had been extravagant and
runnin% the country into debt, which
the facts proved not to be correct. He
considered the Finance Minister great-
ly to blame in making such an untrue

. slatement, thereby injuring the finan
torm no portion of the Pacific Railway ;

" ington

Bay to Lake Nipissing was all, that of

itself was monstrous, but when we are
called upon to build or materially assist
M the construction of
wiles of road leading from this city to

hundreds of :

cial position of the country at a time
when we had an ambassador at Wash-
negotiating . Reciprocity
Treaty, and when to carry on our
great public works we were making a
loan in England. Had his statement
been allowed to go uncontradicted, the
consequences might have been disas-
trous, but thanks to a patriotic Cana-
dian in England his statement of the
finances of this country were not only
disputed but proved to he ‘incorrect.
He then weni on to criticise the action

" of the Government last Session in in-
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troducing the Marine Telegraph Bill ;

with the assurance from the Ilon. Min-
ister of Agriculture that the Bill would
not intertere with vested rights, when
in reality it did, and after its passing

vise that the Royal assent be withheld, |

After referring to the extraordinary

of the Scnate. 14
and others, ot Montreal ; praying to be
incorporated as a Coal and Iron Mining
Company.

Several Notices of Motions were

i given,
the Government. thought proper to ad- :

growth of the country, whose revenue |

had ineveased trom thirteen millionsin

186% and 1868 to over twenty-three
i

millions in 1873 and 1874, e con-
cluded by showing from the bank re-
turns of the ordinary deposits, not in-
cluding the Government deposits, that
in four and a half years they had risen
from thirty-onc millions to sixty-nine
millions ot dollars, which to his mind
was ample proofof the groat prosperity
of the masses—a prosperity which ho
believed could not be shown to existin
any other country. (Hear, hear.)
After some further debate, in which
various hon. members took part. the

Motion for the adoption of the Address |

In Reply was put and carried in the
affirmative, and it was ordered that
said Address be presented to His Ex-
celleney the Governor General by such
Members of the House as are of the
Privy Council.

Hons. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST presented to the House the Re-

rt, Returns and Statistics of the In-
and Revenue of the Dominion of
Canada, for the Fiscal Year ended Juno
30th, 1874.

Ordered to be laid on the Table.

The House then, upon motion, ad-

Journed until Monday next, 8th inst., at
three, r.».

Monday, February 8, 1875.

Hox. Mr. SPEAKER reported that
Hoctor Fabre, Esq., had been summon-
ed to the Senate, in the room of Hon.
E. Panet, resigned.
Hon. M. BUREAU presented a
Petition from A L. Valois and others, of
Montreal ; praying to be incorporated
as the Banque St. Jean Baptiste.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL presented n
Petition from C. H. Day and others, of
Montreal ; praying to be incorporated
;l;‘ nthe Canadian Gas Lighting Com-

H}:{ - Me. CHAPAIS presonted a
Petition from the Hon. John Hamilton

The House then, upoa motiou,
adjourned until to-morrow (Tuesday,
9th inst.), at three, p.o.

Luesday, February 9, 1375,

Hox. Mr. SPEAKER intimated to
the Iouse, that a Member was waiting
to be introduced. ~

Hox., Mr. PAQUET was introduced
to the House by the Hon. Messrs.
Letellior de St. Just and Wilmot. His
Commission having heen read, he took
the usual Oaths, and signed the Roll of
Senators of the Dominion.

PETITIONS.

The following Petitions were pre-
sented : ---

By Hon. Mz, VIDAL,—From Henry
Wmn. Peterson, of Guelph, Ont.; pray-
in%t‘or an Act of' Divorce.

y Hox. Mr. PERRY,—From Robht.
Armour, of the Tewn of Bowmanville,
Ont., Solicitor of the Provisional
Directors of the London and Canadian

Bank; praying amendment of the
present Act, allowing the said bank to

commence business as soon as two
million dollars of stock have been
subscribed, and two thousand paid
thereon, and extending the time for
og,féanizing the bank to the 6th May,
1875.

By Ho~x. Mr. BENSON,—From tho
St. Catharine’s: Board of Trade; pray-
ing that immediate steps be taken to
decpen the summit level, and raise the
embtankments of the remainder of the
Welland Canal, and to deepen its
harbours and its extremities so that
the largest class of vessels employed
on the Upper Lakes may pass freely
downward to Lake Ontario.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF TILE SENATE.

On motion of HoNn. MR.LETELLIER
DE ST. JUST, seconded by Ion. Mz.
CAMPBELL, it was ordered, * That
the Ilon. Messrs. Aikins, Bureau,
Brown, Campbell, Dickey, Miller,
Penny, Wilmot and the mover, bo
appointed a Committee to enquire into
tho best means to be adopted to obtain
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correct reports of the proceedings of
the Senate, and for the publication
thereof,” to report from time to time
their views to the House.

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT.

Hox. Mgr. SPEAKER informed the
House that a Message had been received
trom the House of Commons, inform-
ing the Senate that the Hon. Mes-
sieurs Mackenzie, Cameron (Cardwell),
Cameron (Ontario), Cartwright, Cau-
chon, Holton, Right Hon. Sir John A.
Macdonald, Iion. Messieurs Smith
(Westmoreland), Tupper, und Messrs.
Baby. Brouse, Delorme, Frechette,
Laurier, Mills, Wright (Ottawa), and
Young had been appointed to assist
My, Speaker in the direction of the
Library of Parliament, so far as the
intorests of that Houso are concerned,
and to act as members of a Joint Com-
mittec of both Tlouses on the Library.

CONDOLENCE.

Hox. Mr. SPEAKER regretted that
it was his painful duty to inform the
House that since last Session of Par-
liament, two Members of this House,
Hon. Messrs. Robert L. T1azen, of New
Brunswick, and Charles Malhiot, of
Quebee, had departed this life.

Ho~n. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST moved Resolutions of Condolence
to which Hon. Mr. Wilmot and Hon.
Mr. Girard spoke. The Resolutions
were adopted, and the House adjourncd
till Thursday afternoon.

IIon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST, in rising to move that, as a
token of respect for the memories of
tho deceased, this House do adjourn,
would observe that it was a melancholy
fact that every Session this House was
called upon to mourn the loss of some
called to a better world sinco the ter-
mination of the preceding. The first
named gentleman, from rank, position
and education, had held & high position
in the Province of New Brunswick,
and had also occupied a seat in this
House since the commencement of
Confederation. As to the latter, who,
through his well known Iz?ularity,
had been repeatedly elected to the
Legislature of his Province, he had ever
boen remarkable for his consistency
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and was an honor and credit to this
country. Before concluding he (Hon.
Mr. Letellier) would observe that he
felt assured his honorable friends
(Hon. Messrs. Wilmot and Girard)
would unite with him in expression of
respect for the memories of the deceased.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—It was at all
times a matter of deep regret to he
called upon to second a motion of so
melancholy & nature, but to him (Hon.
Mr. Wilmot) in the present instance it
was peculiarly so, from the fact that
the first-named deceased hon. gentle-
man had been for years his schoolfel-
low; he had been associated with him
in the Legislature of his Province for
nearly thirty years, and in the Govern-
ment for nearly seven years. Others
might, perhaps, be better qualified to
speak of the talents and ability of the
deceased, but he (Hon. Mr. Wilmot)
knew him to have been a gentleman of
high classical attainments, of profound
legal acumen, and to have he{d a high
position at the bar ofhis native province,
Whilst a Conservative in politics, ho
had at all times been prepared to sup-
port any measure calculated to benefit
his country. His family had held a
good position in the Province, and his
connections were most respectable. On
different occasions he had various op-
Eortunities of attaining high positions,

ut had refused to do so, having alone
always at heart the interest of his coun-
try. He would conclude by seconding
the Motion of his hon friend the Minis-
ter of Agriculture.

Hon. Me. GIRARD—Hon. gentle-
men, I very willingly accede to the de-
mand addressed to me by the Hon.
Minister of Agriculture. At the open-
ing of each Session, if we arc gratified
at seeing oach other again, we at the
same time feel grieved, upon lookin
around us, to see empty places whicﬁ
call to our mind friends gone for over.
Death, in its relentless course, has re-
moved them from our midst. Pain-
ful as this is, we have only to submit
to the stern decree of Providence,
mindful that if we have the chance
of being numbered in the front rank
of life, we are not the more exempt
from the vigorous hand of death, and
that soon we shall have the same fate
to undergo. Upon looking at the Op-
position side of the Honse% remember
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that last Session I there saw the Hon.
Mr. Malhiot full of life and vigor.
A few days of suffering have sufficed to
g{rostrate him and lay him in the tomb.

e is no more here, following with
marked attention the proceedings of
this House from the commeuncement to
the closing of the Session. He has
finished his course, and, in doing 8o,
has fulfilled his duty, showing himself
to have been in everything and cvery-
where an honorable and upright gen-
tleman,
day, with sad, though pleasing remi-

niscences, recall his memory. As a

gersonal friend of the deceased, having
een born in the same county, there is
some consolation in the thought that
upon me to-day has devolved the duty
ot pronouncing his eulogy. ,

t was then ordered that the House
stand adjourned until Thursday next,
11th inst., at three, p.a.

Thursday, February 11, 1875.

The Hou:e met at three o'clock.
THE NEW POSTAL CONVENTION.

After routine business, including
submission of several Notices of
Motions,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said :—Since
the ouse was prorogued last year I
believe a postal convention has been
made between the Postmaster-General
of the United States and Canada. Tt
has heen mentioned in the newspapers,
and through the courtesy of the lon.
Postmaster-General of Canada, I have
Seen a copy of this convention, which
18 one that I think will result greatl y
to the advantage of this country. (Hear,
hear.) T believe it has for its object the
gtving to us of all the advantages of
the United States post offices at the
rates of our own domestic postage, and
the extension of similar privileges to
the United States as regards our post
ofices. The change wiil be attended
With this further fortun:..o result, that
mails will go from one part of the Dom-
Inion to another through portions of the
United Statos, in closed bags, free of
charge, by the United States Post Office

pa;tmcn t, and we extend the same

His honorable colleagues to-
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advantage to our neighbours. These
arrangements will prove of very great
benefit to each country. I am happy
to give my testimony to the useful
character of the ends thus accomplish-
ed, and it is with a view of placing the
results before the House that I move
for an Address to His Excellency, pray-
ing him to lay before this House copies
of the Postal Convention recertly mado
with the Postmaster-General of the
United States by the Postmaster-Gene-
ral of Canada. &Hear, hear.)

Hox. Me. WILSON seconded the
Motion, which was carried.

ADULTERATION OF FOOD AND DRINK.

Ho~n. Mr. ALEXANDER put the
Questions of which he had given
notice :—

Whether the Government are pre-
pared to put into immediate operation
tho Act passed during last Session, for
the prevention of the adulteration of
Foot% and Drink; and whether any ap-
pointments have been made since the
Act came into operation on the 1st of
January last ?

Whether arrangements have been
made, or will be made, with the Food
Analysts appointed under the Act, so
that their services may be available to
the public on payment of a small fec,
as in similar Acts in Great Britaip, so
that information may be obtained by
private individuals with regard to the
uality of food offered for sale,or already
sold, to aid the proper officers in carry-
ing out prosecutions ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER was under
stood to reply :—The Government is
preparved to put into immediate opera-
tion the Act passed last Session. As
to the appointment of any person under
that Act, none has yet been made, but
the matter is under the consideration
of the Government, with a view to such
appointments as may carry out, as far
as possible, the intention of the Act.
As to the latter portion of the Question,
the Government is not quite ready to
say they will go the length indicated,
but they will strive to carry out the
law in a way to provent adulteration
of food and drink, and to acquaint the
public with any infractions for the

purpose of warning. :
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THE GATINEAU RIVER BOOMS.

Hon. Mr. READ moved,

That an humble Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excellency
will cause to be laid before this House
copies of all advertisements, tenders,
contracts, reports, and all other corres-
pondence, as well as affidavits, in con-
nection with the construction of booms,
piers, &c., on the Gatineau River last
winter, and the entire cost of the same.

Seconded by the Hon. MR. SMiTH,
and carried.

PERMANENT COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER gave notice
that the list of the Permanent Commit-
tees of the House should be laid on the
Table very shortly; but he should
except one, the Committee on Printing,
of which he would suggest the appoint-
ment immediately. He would submit
a motion to this effect in a few minutes.

COMPLAINT OF AN IRREGULARITY.

Jon. Mr. CAMPBELL said :—I may
be pardoned if T draw attention to what
seems to me an irregularity which
deserves the notice of the House. I
find a Blue Book distributed containing
despatches relative to the commuta-
tion of Lepine’s sentence, accompanied
by a Message from the Governor Gen-
eral, who transmits the papers for the
information of the House of Commons.
If this had been done in pursuance of
an Address by the Commons, it would
have been perfectly regular and proper;
but it seems not to have been done in
answer to an Address. It appears to
have resulted from the mere motion
and grace of the Governor General,
acting upon the advice of his Govern-
ment no doubt. The information was
necessary for the publicadvantage, and
likely to be of service to Parliament.
Now that information is of equal
interest to this House as to the Com-
mons, and ] eannot coneeive why such
a message should not have been sent
with the information to this House as
well a8 to the other. 1 do notimagine
that any disvespect is intended by the
advisers of His Hxccllency to the
Senate. 1 canpot conceive that the
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Minister of Agriculture or the Secretary
of State would so far forget his duty to
this House as to acquiesce in such con-
duct, had such been contemplated. I
suppose there was an oversight, which
should be checked, and am sure that
this information, from the interest in
those events to which it refers, which
is felt here equally as in the Commons,
and which seems to have been traus-
mitted of the mere motion of His
Excellency, should have come to the
Upper House also. This has been the
uniform course practised in this coun-
try as well as in Great Britain; nor is
this a matter which should be passed
over without the attention of the House
being called to it. gl‘Hear, hear.)

How. Mr. SCOTT—I quite agree
with my hon. friend, that State papers
of this nature ought to come to both
Houses at the same time. But I think
in this instance the transmission of the
information is the result of an Address
from the Commons.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—It does not
88y S0.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—No; but I hap-
gened to be in the Commons the otber

ay when a motion was made for these

very papers. However, I shall make
further enquiry, and my hon. friend
may be sure, that so far as the dignity
of the House is concerned, we shall be
quite as watchful as could be desired.
My own impression is, however, that
this information is the result of a motion
made in the Common=. in connection
with a debate on the events referred to.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not wish
to doubt the desire of his hon. friend
(Hon. Mr. Scott) to see proper attention
paid to the Senatc; but he thought
him mistaken as to the manner in
which the Address was brought down.
The papers were promised at the open-
ing of Parliament, and were sent down
accordingly, but not as the result of an
Address, as the Message itself showed.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL, with reference
to the papers sent down to the Com-
mons, seid the Premier stated they
were Orders in Council ; consequently
they could bring down no papers.

PRINTING OF PARLIAMENT.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER intimated to the
Honso that he had received a Mossage
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from the House of Commons requesting
the co-operation of this House in the
formation of a Joint Committee of both
Houses, on the subject of the Printing
of Parliament, and informing the Sen-
ate that the members of the Select
Standing Committee on Printing, viz. :
Messrs. Bowell, Bourassa, Church, De-
lorme, De Veber, Dymond, Goudge,
Lanthijer, Laird, Ross (Middlesex),
Ross (Prince Edward), Stephenson,
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), and
Wallace (Norfolk), will act as members
of said Joint Committee on Printing.

Whereupon Hox. Mr. LETELLIER
DE ST. JUST moved, seconded by
How. Mg. SCOTT, the following Reso-
lution :—

Resolved,—That the Hon, Mossrs.
Aikins, Haythorne, Carrall, Bellerose,

iller, Burean, Wilmot, Penny, Mac-
farlane, Simpson, Cochrane, Ferrier,
Recsor and Fabre, be appointed a
Committee to superintend the print-
Ing of this House during the present

ssion, and be instructed to act on
behalf of this House, with the Commit-
tee of the House of Commons, as a
Joint Committee of both Houses, on
the subject of Printing, as desired by
the House of Commons in their

Tpon this 1

pon this Motion being put,

Hon. Mz, GAM:PBELf %bjzactod to
the name of Hon, Mr. Fabre, because,
as yet, he was not sworn in, and the
Senate was not supposed to know any-
thing of his commission before it was
presented and read.

HON._ Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST, in support of the Motion before

the Chair, cited precedents from May’
. y 8
“ Parliamentary Practice.” A discus-

sion then ensued, in which several
Hon. Mcmbers took part, which, how-
éver, terminated in the substitution of
the name of the Hon. Mr. Scott, in the
place of that of the Hon. Mr. Fabre.
he Motion was then put and carried.
Hon, Mgr. DICKEY, as Chairman of
the Committee appointed to enquire
nto the best modo of obtaining correct
reports of the proceedings of this
“Iouse, submitted a Report to the effect,
hat the Committee had appointed a
Sub Committee, for all the purposes of
their order of roforence, and had in-
structed such Sub-Committeo to procure
tenders for the Reporting and ] rinting
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of the Debates and Proceedings of the
Senate for the present Session.”

The Repo-t was then, upon motion
of the Ho~. Mr. DICKEY), scconded by
the Hon. Mgr. PENNY, received and
adopted, and the House adjourned until
to-morrow, (Friday), 12th instant, at
three, .M.

Friday, February 12, 1875.
ANSWER TO ADDRESS.

After routiue,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE S8T.
JUST presented the following Answer
of Ilis kxcellency the Governor Gene-
ral to the Address in reply to the
Speech of His Excellency at the open-
ing of the present Session.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate:

I thank you heartily for your
Address, and for tho assurance of sup-
port which it contains. I rely with
confidence on your assistance to
advance the interests of the Dominion.

Government House,

February 14th, 1875.

MESSAGES.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT presented & Mes-
sage from His Excellency the Governor
General, accompanied by correspon-
dence in relation to the Act of last
Session, relating to the Construction
and Maintenance of Submarine Tele-
graphs;

Also, a Message from His Excellency
the Governor General, with copies of
correspondence which had taken place
on the subject of the non-fulfilment of
the Terms of Union with the Province
of British Columbia;

Also, a Message, with correspondence
which had taken place with the Right
Honorable the Secretary of State. for
the Colonies, relating to the commuta-
tion of the sentence of death passed on
Ambroise Lepine, for the murder of
Thomas Scott, at Fort Garry.

ST. PETER'S CANAL.

Ho~. Me. MILLER said the Question
he was about to ask the Government
related to a subject in which the people
of Cape Breton took a very deep
interest. The Canal at St. Peter’s, in
the County of’ Richmond, was almost
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the only work of great importance that
ever yet had been undertaken at the
public expense in that Island, yet its
cost was insignificant in comparison
with the public expenditures under-
taken or contemplated in other less
important sections of the Dominion.
This canal in its present condition had
been constructed by the DProvincial
Government before Contederation, and
was now found to be totally inadequate
to meet the wants of the people and
the requirements of the trade it was
intended to foster and develope. 1t
had been constructed according toa
design adapted to the circumstances of
the country when the trade and popu-
lation of Cape Breton were less than
half of what they were to-day. When
this canal was tirst agitated, and for
some years afterward, many believed
that the money it would cost would be
thrown away, but the experience of a
few years (the canal was opened in
1867) had shewn the incorrcctness of
that opinion. Even in its present state,
affording accommodation only lo the
smaller class of vessels, the work had
proved a great convenicnce and benefit
to the people. What was now required
was the enlargement of the canal to
suit a large claes of vessels. Several
attempts had already been made to
secure steam communication through
the interior of Cape Breton by means
of St. Peter’s Canal, but in consequence
of the dimensions of the works these
operations had to be dropped. Any
one acquainted with the geography of
the island wss aware that the Inland
Sea, called the Bras d’Or Lake, afforded
water communication with the whole
interior of that country, and as there
were no railroads yet in the island, that
means of communication should be
improved in every reasonabl. way.
The people of Cape Breton had no rail-
road, although they had to bear their
share of the cost of all railroads con-
structed at the public expensc. The
completion of a Ship Canal at St.
Peter’s would only be a small instal-
ment of the claims of the island on the
Government, when they considered the
enormous expenditures made or con-
templated in other sections of the
_country on public improvements. Last
Session $250,000 were placed on the
Estimates for this purpose, of which
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$75,000 were to have been expended
during the past season, but nothing had
been done.  An impression had got
abrowd that the Government were not
acting candidly with the people in this
matter, in consequence of which there
existed a wide-spread feeling of discon-
tent, He (Mr. Miller) did not share
in that opinion. On the contrary, he
had reason to believe that the Govern-
ment fully intended to confer on that
section of the country a great boon by
enlarging and improving St. Peter’s
Canal—that they intended to carry out
the work they had recommended to
Parliament in good faith—and that no
further time would be lost in doing so.
It was desirable, however, that the
country should have some official assur-
ance to this effect, and he therefore
hoped that his hon. friend would be
uble to give a satisfactory answer to
the Question he would then put, viz.:
What steps have been taken by the
Government towards the enlargement
of St. Peter’s Canal, in the island of
Cape Breton, as provided for in the
Estimates of last Session, and whether
it is intended to carry out the contem-
plated improvements of the said work
during the present year ?

1HO'&. Mr. BOURINOT had much
pleasure in supporting the inquiry of
}1is hon. friendp(pﬁon. Mr. Mill:elr.) )He
hoped that due consideration would be
given by the Government to a question
of such serious importance to the inter-
ests of the Island of Cape Breton. He
(Hon. Mr. Bourinot) had supported the
measure in the Legislature of Nova
Scotia. When that Province entered
into the Sonfedcratinn, one of tho
reasons why he thought such a gaurse
desirable was, that the feeling %\?ﬁirch
existed previously to Confederation
with regard to Nova Scotia would not
be tound to existin the Dominion. He
wag, however, sadly disappointed, for
he was sorry that justice had not been
done to that important part of the
Dominion of Canada, but he hoped that
the Government would be prepared to
meet the views of his hon. friend, by
carrying out the work in accordance
with the recommendation of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DFE ST.
JUST heartily approved of the strong
expression of opinion on tho part of
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the hon. gentlemen (llon. Messrs.
Miller and Bourinot) as to the utility
and advantages to be derived from so
great and important a work. Ile
hoped that they would be satistied with
the assurance that it wasthe intention
of the Goverament to have it carried
out. He could also inform them that
the engineers had received instructions
to take the work in hand, and proceed
With it during the present year. Ile
hoted this explanation would be satis-
factory to the hon. gentlemen.

CONTINGENCIES OF THE SENATE.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DI ST.
JUST moved the appointment of a
Standing Committee on Contingencies.

Hox. Mz, DICKEY said he had some
Temarks to make before the Motion
Was put., In the Session of 1867 or
1868 a scale of fees was adopted for
the officers of the Senate, which remain-
ed nntouched till the Session of 1872,
When the hon. leader of the present
Op[m81tion—wh0 stood then in a ditter-
ent capacity—thought proper to move
& &esolution on the last day of the

®ssion but one, authorising certain
gentlemen to form a new scale. That
Was referred to the Contingencios Com-
-Mittee in the Session of 1873, with a
result which he would presentky state.
A scale of fees was then returned to
the House and adopted as a compro-
Iige, and, as he wou{)d show presently,
a8 g final measure, which scale increased
the salaries of the Officers of the House
by amounts varying from 30 to 60 per
cent. He wasnot going to say whether
L was right or wrong; but the scale
Wasaccepted by the House, he believed,
without opposition. lle found, how-
sver, that in the absence of most of the
On‘}ml"el's of th(? Comumittee, and with

e% 2 very thin IHouse—some thirty
)rorools'\the very evening before the
ilesolb?'tmn’ last year, the following
journ:l;?lhad been pl:u:ed upon the

“ Moved by the Hon. Mr. Letellier

. Mr. I v,
ggmd?i by Hon. Mr. Scott, That the
of th 1@ of the salaries of the employees

e Senato be referred to the Speaker,

eg- lnistor of Agriculture, and the
u retary of State, for their censidera-
10n @3.t0 the relative amounts of sala-
Ties paid to.the employees in the two
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Ilouses, with a view to their readjust-
ment; and also, for such action as to
the Senate employees and their salaries,
:\z thiey might deem just and reason-
able.”

e (Mr. Dickey) might remind the
House thut there was an Order on
1ecord which stated that the whole
Question—the appointment of officers
and their salaries——was one entirely for
the Sciate. Now, this was an Order
maae on the very eve o! the proroga-
tion, delegating the power in question
to certain gentlemen., Ile was quite
sure that none ot his hon. {riends,
whose names were mentioned, would
imagine he was casting the slightest
reflection upon any one of them, forhe
bad too high a respect for them to do
so. 1le would say then, that the late
Government, in the Session of 1872,
thought proper to take this course, and
the present Government thought pro-
perto follow their exampic. Yet, with
regard to the first action, that of the
leader of the Opposition, then the
leader of the Ilouse, on the eve of
piorogation, in his (Mr. Dickey’s)
absence, and in thut of the Chairman
of the Committce, well known as
having talken a deep interest in these
matters, this Opder was passed; as he
had stated, the same thing was done,
under similar. ¢ircumstances, on the
succegding occasipn. But objectionable
as he thought the first action, by the
loader of the late Government, it had,
at all events, the merit of finality ;
because, only so long ago as the 14th
May, 1873, this clause appeared in the
Report adopted by the House : That
the annexed Schedule, from the 1Ist
January last, except when anotherday
was stated in the Schedule, should leave
it understood that the said salaries
should be considered as permanent, not
1o be increased exeept in case of such
Clerks as might reasonably cxpect that
as their knowledge and usefulness
increased, their salaries would be recon-
sidered. Ile must not be accused of
anything like personality in this mat-
ter. He was bound to except the
Clerk of the House, rggpecting whom
it was agreed.that he should have a
salary equal to that of a Doputy Ilead
of a Department. Now, when that
Order was about a twelve month old,
they found action taken by the present
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Government to reverse it, and cmpower
certain gentlemen to increase those
salaries. He did not know what had
been done, and had not asked, but was
merely pointing his hon. friend’s atten-
tion to the result itself; and he gave
no opinion upon the Question, in the
abstract, of the propriety of the increase
or not; but he felt it his duty to call
attention to the position in which Mem-
bers had been placed by the passing,
in the absence of the Chairman of the
Contingencies Committee, and all its
Members, of an Order to increase sala-
ries without reference to those gentle-
men. And if any reference should
take place hereafter, it would be under
the disadvantage of first increasing the
salaries, and then asking for hon. Mem-
bers to sanction the proceeding or
reduce them. He had made up his
mind, after all the trouble he had taken
to endeavor to keep things right in the
Committee, to preserve its power and
wrivileges intact, and to see that nonc
{>ut really expedient charges were made,
and that the expenditure was checked
and controlled in every way, to retire
from the Committee, feeling he would
be of no use in it. He should, there-
fore, be glad to see some 'other name
substituted for his own, unless some
satisfactory explanation could be given.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST—Hon. Members, at the end of
last Session,
opinion that the servants of this House
should be placed on the same footing
a8 those of the House of Commons. It
was only an act of justice, as they were
entitled to the same consideration.
Had there been any objection at the
time to a Commission of Inquiry, the
Government would not have acted on
it. On the contrary, there was a gen-
eral desire favorable to such a proceed-
ing. With regard to his hon. friend,
who had expressed his intention of
withdrawing from the Committee, he
hoped that hon. gentleman, who had
done 8o much and rendered such useful
and important services, would be satis-
tied wigx the explanation, and would
not now withdraw.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL fully agreed
with what had been said by the hon.
Member as to the important services
and ability of the hon. gentleman (Hon.

Copyright

Mr. Dickey.) He also agreed with the:
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hon. Member as to the favorable expres-
sion of opinion with regard to increased
remuncration of the officers and ser-
vants of the House. He recollected
that an Address had been presented
from the officers of the House on the
subject during last Session. He thought
that the matter should be taken up,
and he trusted it wonld meet with due
attention during the present Session.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY, after the expla-
nation had been made, expressed him-
self perfectly satisfied.

COPYRIGHT BILL.

Hon. Ma. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST presented a Bill for the regula-
tion of the Law of Copyright, which
was, upon motion, read the first time,
and ordered to be read a second time
on Thursday next, 18th instant.

Hon. Ma. CAMPBELL was pleased
to find that the Bill had been initiated
in that House. There was an hon.
gentleman whose name had been
recently mentioned in connection with
the proceedings of the House. As the
subject of the Bill was one in which no
doubt that hon. gentleman felt an
interast, he hoped that the day named
would be sufficiently convenient to
enable the hon. gentleman to be in his
place. Ho (Hon. Mr. C.) should con-
gratulate the Government on the intro-
duction of Bills into that House,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST, in reply to the hon. Member,
would observe that in naming Thurs-
day, the 18th instant, he had done so
to enable the hon. gentleman referred
to, to be in his place. With regard to
the introduction of Bills into that
House, he (Hon. Mr. Letellier de St.
Just) hoped that the Bill introduced
today would not be the only one
initiated in that House, and he begged
further to state, that it was the inten-
tion of the Government to introduce
into that House as many as possible.

The House, shortly after, adjourned
until Mondpy next, the 15th instant,
at three, P.M.

Monday, February 15, 1875,

The House met at three o'clock.

After routine business,

Hox. Mrssrs. LETELLIER and
PENNY introdaced Hon. Mr, Fabre,
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w.ho took the Qath, and was escorted to
his seat.

.HON. .'MR. CAMPBELL introduced a
Bill to incorporate the Canadian Gas

Lighting Company, which was read a
first time.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Hown. Mr. KAULBACH, after a few
remarks, putthe tollowing Question :—
Whether it is the intention uf the Gov-
ernment to dredge the harbor of Lunen-
burg, Nova Scotia, this year, in accord-
ance with the prayer of petitioners and
favorable report of Mr. Eerley, C.E, of
the Public Works Department, made
_thereoq in 1872, owing to the rapidly
Increasing tonnage of the port ?

Hon. Mgr. L%JTELLILR DE ST.
-EJST was understood to reply, That

© attention of the Government was'
concentrated upon the harbors that
most required 'improvement. All the

overnment dredges are constantly at
:'ivol‘k on the harbors which most require
Iredging, and Mr. Perley has instruc-
tions to reach them all as soon as
ﬁs.mble. The new dredge, now finish-
by n the Clyde, will be out carly in
1€ 8pring, and add to the strength of
the fleet, and give the Government
a0 opportunity ot sooner reaching cer-
tain harbors which cannot be touched
at present.

oN. Mr. KAULBACH next inquir-
ed, Whether it was the intention of the
Government to submit, durjing the
present Session, & measure enforcing
Pre-payment of Postage on Letters?
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST answered, That a Bill would be
proposed to make certain changes in
postal arrangements, and pre-payment
would be necessary.
Hon. Mr. KA{JLBACH inquired,
- Wasit the intention of the Government,
during the prescnt Session, to bring in
a Bill to make uniform the rate of
Interest on Bills, Notes, and other mer-
cantile transactions?
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST answered, That it was not.
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said, that in
accordance with the view entertained
y the House when the matter came
before it on Friday last, he would move
that the 84th Rule of this House be
amended by leaving out “one hundred
dollars, and inserting “two hundred
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dollars” in lieu thereof, and that the
Senators in attendance on the Scssion
be summoned to consider the rame.
He said this was to equalize the amount
paid for private bills with that for
divorce bills. He thought the one
ought to be assimilated to the other, to
indemnify the House for the expense
incurred in conncction with 1hose
divorce Vbills. In some cases the
increased amount might constitute a
hardship, tending to deter or prevent
poor people from obtaining an advan-
tage considered important to them;
-but he thought that in such special
cases the House might relieve the party
from paying a portion of the amount.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he quite
concurred in the amendment of the
rule, but & point was missed the other
day as to the new rule ae%plying to
petitions yet to be presented this Ses-
sion. It could not apply to petitions
already presented. e could not see
any particular hardship, however, in
applying it to all petitions after this
day. He did not see any reason why
the House should not change the rule,
and why, when changed, it should not
apply to all petitions presented after
this day.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL said he would
oppose the Resolution. 1In theabsence
of any divorce court in the Dominion,
and considering the enormous-expense
that litigants were put to in many
ways, in their efforts to get justice, the
actual amount was more than sufficient.
Instead of creating new barriers to

'Erevent those seeking redress at our

ands from coming here, existing
obstacles should be removed. People
in remote parts of the Dominion were
debarred from redress by the enormous
expense attending a journey to the
Capital, and the bringing up of wit-
nesses. This, no doubt, precluded a
great many from seeking the desired
redress. Persons in moderate circum-
stances in Ontario and Quebec even,
might obtain relief were the expenses
not so great. As to the fee for private
bills, the majority of those bills were
for charters for schemes out of which
money was to be made, the promoters
generally being men of means; where-
as, in the other cases, applicants for
relief may be I&)oor’ and yet deserving
of rodross. (Hear, hear.)
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Hon. Me. DICKEY thought it might
admit of doubt ‘whether it would be
advisable to make this change. Asto the
matter ot uniformity, there was a per-
fect want of uniformity in the circum-
gtances attending those cases—private
bills and divorces. This Legislature
was the only tribunal to which people
could resort for divorce under circum-
stances which all justified. And rules
were made for the poor as well as for
tho rich, and it was very hard to impose
on a man who might not be able to pay
$100, the fee of $200. In many cases
it might not merely prove an objection,
but a denial of justice. In these cases,
the House sat, not so much as a legis-
lature, as a judicial body, and they
would be taxing the boon of justice by
imposing the additional penalty. He
a-sumed, in this connection, that they
were all agreed, whatever their private
opinions might be as to the propriety
or impropriety of divorce, that they
should not import this matter into the
present discussion. He trusted that
no sympathies, one way or the other,
would induce members to throw any
additional embarrassment in the way
of obtaining what the laws allowed.
Existing preliminaries were sufficiently
onerous to petitioners for divorce,
including the printing of 750 copies of
the bill, the employment of counsel,
the bringing here of witnesses, in some
cases from remoto corners of the
Dominion. In addition, comes this
deposit of $100, which was simply to
re-imburse the Senate for expenses that
did not come under any of the categories
mentioned.  Hitherto, $100 had been
found amply sufficient for the inevitable
oxpenses of passing a bill through the
House. It was more than sufficient,
and consequently, if they could only
separate their minds from the question
of the propriety or impropriety of
divorce, he saw no reason why they
should place this additional difficulty
or embarrassment in the way of people
secking a constitutional remedy for,
possibly, a constitutional defect. (Hear,
Eear, and a langh.)

Hon. Mr. PENNY was understood
to say that he quite agreed with the
views of the last speaker. He thought
it was a question whether they shou d
obstruct divorce, because many consid-
ored them bad things in themselves.
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Heo should be disposed to go as far as
anybody in this view, being much of
the opinion of his Lower Canada neigh-
bors generally, that divorces might as
well Le done away with altogether.
That was not the question here, how-
ever They admitted there were cir-
cumstances under which they were
constitutionally proper, They (the
Senate) sat as a court of justice; they
were not legislating, but acting as
Jjudges, and it was the first time in the
history of the world that a court of
Jjustice charged for adjudicating. This
House an:1 the other took the place of
courts- of justice in other countries,
an ! should, as nearly as possible, con-
form their proceedings to those of
courts, He thought it would be a very
great hardship that a poor man or
woman with a grievance of the kind
redressed by divorce, should be debar-
red from a remedy open to a rich one.
He should bo far more disposed, while
administering this law, to takc the $100
off altogether, than to add another $100.
(Hear, hear.)

Ho~. Mr. WILMOT said he would
be glad to see the Senate relieved of
theduty of acting as a court of divorce,
and the sooner they established a court
of divorce the better. (Hear, hear.)
In the Lower Provinces they had such
courts, and they cxisted in the mother
country, and other nations also. In
the meantime, he was not prepared to
bar the way to suilors desiring justice
in Canada, and should vote for the
abolition of the $100 fee cven, in place
of the addition of another $100. A
divoree bill was not a private bill in
the ordinary sense, but involved a
matter of public justice; it was, in fact,
a public bill. He therefore should not
impoge a penalty upon parties coming
here for justice.

IHon. Mr. MACPHERSON said he
was quito sure that neither the hon.
leader of the Government nor the hon.
leader of the Opposition, considered this
a party matter, affected by party discip-
line, (laughter), and after the expres-
sion of opinion which had taken | iace,
he hoped the hon. gentleman would
withdraw his Motion. A Bill on this
particular subject was more the sen-
tenco of judges than a private bill. He
thought it essentially wrong to do any-
thing to impede the adjudication of
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matters specially placed within its
Jurigdiction. This House was & court,
for cases that could not be tried any-
Where else, and he thought they should
not bar the entrance to this court, no
matter how much some individuals
Iﬁllght be opposed to divorce. (Hear,
ear,

Hon. Mr. ALLAN was undérstood
to say that he heartily echoed the wish
f the hon. gentleman opposite (Hon.
Mr. Wilmot) that this matter was
taken out of the jurisdiction of this
ouse, for a more disagreeable or
odious duty cou.d not possibly be
imposed on hon. members, than dealing
with 1t. He believed strongly that it
was not desirable either to increase the
facilities or give greater opportunities
to applicants for divorce on light or
trivia{)grounds. He would rather sur-
round divorce with greater difficulties
than remove those existing. He had
ng desire to see in Canada the s]l)lecta.cle
exhibited in some of the neighboring
States: divorces obtained on the most
trivial pretences, without any regard
to the sacred nature or obligations of
the marriage tie. He would prefer the
adoption of the Motion.
oN. Mr. SIMPSON said he was
willing to grant aggrieved persons the
opportunity of obtaining a severance
from unworthy partners; yet, he did
think they should not open the door
too wide. He hoped some legal gen-
tleman would frame a law on the
subject, and he believed Government
would accept one, to take this matter.
out of this Chamber, and relieve it of
all those petty annoying divorce cases.
He would support the Motion, and he
thought even one that would raise the
fee to $500. He believed that in the
casge ho had represented here, he was
most egregiously deceived: that the
complainant was more to blame than
the other party. His impression was
that they were as well entitled to pay
as the judges, or that the country was
entitled to some acknowledgment of
the Senate’s services.

Hon. Me. CAMPBELL said, the
object for which the deposit was requir-
od was defined in one of the clauses of
the rules covering private bills, viz. :
That the expense ought not to fall on

the public. He thought that the costs
of & divorce bill ought not to be defray-
3
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ed by the public, but by those seeking
the relief. (Hear, hear.) The time
occupied with one of those bills was
very considerable, much more than
that spent on a private bill. The
latter might be disposed of in a
few hours, a divorce bill generally
occupying days. He could not see
that he should be doing anything incon-
sistent with the rule in saying those
divorce bills should pay a sum at all
events equal to that charged for private
bills. As to not shutting the doors of
Parliament against any class of claim-
ants, those who chme for those bills
would enter a divorce court, though
gome were g0 poor that they would not
go into such a court even were it in
their own Province. Now, suitorsina
court would not, he thought, obtain re-
lief for a less sum than $200. He appre-
hended they would pay as muech, or
more, in a court. In cases of poverty,
the fact could be stated in the petitions,
and relief afforded, as in the House of
Lords when it had similar jurisdiction.
To prevent the expense of this rvelief
falling on the public, he thought the
Motion advisable, and it was not whole-
some or consistent with-the weal of the
country to enlarge the class of cases
which would come here for this kind
of relief. They did not waut to move
a step towu.rds the light in which these
matters were viewed in the United
States, nor towards the manner of
affording relief there. He thought
they would be acting fairly and lenient-
ly, in imposing a fee to indemnify the
Eublic for the costs occasioned by such
ills. (Hear, hear.)

Ho~n. Mr. KAULBACH could not
concur in the remarks of the last
speaker. A petitioner came to have 8
wrong redressed, and that under the
most humiliating circumstances; by
asking him to come in formd pauperis
they would be aggravating his suffer-
ings. The wrong complained of was
a moral wrong, a wrong to the com-
munity, a case in which a man should
have the same redress as in a civil
action. Here it was proposed to make
a distinction between the poor man
and the rich. (Hear, hear.) If they
deprived a man of redress, he might
seek a summary mode. He regretted
those cases came before us at all, but
as it was in Committee the expense
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could not be great. He hoped some
means would soon be devised for reliev-
ing us of those cases. While it was
not furnished, he thought it was their
duty to leave the door open to the
existing rodress.

Hon. Mr. MILLER thought it would
be as well for honorable gentlemen who
spoke of the establishment of a divorce
court in the Dominion to reflect that
there might exist very grave doubts as
to the power of Parliament to establish
such a court. The question was any-
thing but clear. Therefore, he thought
that it was uselessto talk about the
ostablishment of a divorce court for
the Dominion until they had an amend-
ment to the Constitution. With regard
to the subject itself, he was surprised
at the feeling exhibited in reference to
the Motion. He thought it was the
sense of the House clearly expressed
on Friday that the Rule should be
amended as proposed. ‘

Hon. Me. LETELLIER said his rea-
son for bringing forward the”Motion
the other evening appeared to be well
comprehended by the House. Seeing
that the House vould not otherwisc
come to a favorable conclusion on the
subject, he gave notice of his intention
to move the substitution of the fee of
$200, instead of the former one of $100.
The question was now before the House,
and it was better that it should be freely
discussed.

Hon. Mr. BENSON did not see that
it would be any degradation for parties
unable to pay the tee to seek remission
of it from this House.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD had listened
with much attention to the arguments
advanced on both sides. Strong argu-
ments bad been advanced in favor of
increasing the fee from $100 to $200,
but nothing should be done calculated
to create obstruction to parties seeking
redress at the hands of this House.

Hon. Mz. REESOR was understood
to say, we ought to learn something
from the experience of our neighbors.
In some of the States of the neighbor-
ing Republic, divorce laws bad existed ;
but some of the most enlightened of
their public men had come to the con-
clusion that the facilities afforded by
such measures had been productive of
very sorious ovils to society. What-
ever tends tu interfere with the mar-
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riage bonds, tends to loosen the bonds
of society, thereby exercising a most
injurious influence upon free govern-
ment. It was our duty to avoid all
action calculated injuriously to effect
our institutions which had worked so
well. With regard to the fee, he (Hon.
Mr. Reesor) was of opinjon that any
party” willing to inecur the expenses
connected with a divorce suit could
not experience great difficulty in pay’
ing the fee of $200.

HoN. Mr. VIDAL—There was a
great difference between opening the

oor to divorce and closing the door to
the relief of those few unfortunate indi-
viduals placed in the unhappy position
of seeking remedy by divorce. The
question before the House appeared a
very simple one, as to whether the
House should accept the amendment
before it. Whatever our feelings on
divorce may be, they should not influ-
ence our minds in coming to the dis-
cussion of this simple matter. It ap-
peared to him (Hon. Mr. Vidal) that
the first and only argument which
should be presented to induce the
House to agree to this change, is a
statement of some kind, that the pre-
sent charge is insufficient to cover the
expenses incurred. Had any hon. gen-
tleman who advocated the change pre-
sented the House with any single word
of proof that $100 was insufficient to
cover the expense? No.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said, he
thought he had done so. He alluded
to the long period occupied in the con-
sideration of these bills in Committee
in the House.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL did not conceive
that to be an expense contemplated in
the wording of the Rule. (Hear, hear.) -
His (Hon. Mr.V.’s) impression was, that
for the discharge of all duties devolving
upon members of that House as Sena-
tors, they were amply paid. The at-
tention which they would have to give
to divorce bills would not prolong the
Session one hour; and in undertaking
the duty of Senators, they should be pre-
pared for the discharge of disagreeable
as well as agreeable duties. It was
their bounden duty, even if not suffi-
ciently paid, patiently to investigate all
these cases without looking to the ap-
plicants for remuncration. It would be
exceedingly unwise for the House to
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throw any obstacle in the way of such
suitors, beﬁ‘ond what was absolutely nc.
cessary. The party has to pay all his
expenses, even printing. e distine-
tion between private bills and divorce
bills should not be lost sight of. The
romoters of private bills bring them
fore the Legislature expecting to
make money, and are well able to pay
their legitimate expenses for purely
rsonal and private ends. He thought
it wise that the fee should be increased
to $200.

After some further observations from
other hon. members the motion was
put, when the numbers stood as fol-
lows :—Contents, 27 ; non-contents, 23.

The Motion was then declared car-
ried.

A CORRECTION.

Hon. MR. DICKEY said that his con-
clnding observations on Friday last had
been misreported, not only as to his
words, but as to his meaning. Tt would
be within the recollection of the House
that upon that occasion, he stated in
his concluding observations, that after
what had passed, and after the assur-
ance of the Minister of Agriculture
with respect to the salaries of the ser-
vants of the House, that the lists of sal-
aries should be submitted to the Con-
tingencies Committee, that he believed
it would be ungracious in him (Hon.
Mr. D.) to withdraw from that Com-
mittee. So far from that being re-
ported, he was reported to have said,
without any explanation from the Min-
ister of Agriculture, that he was per-
fectly satisfied, which was entirely the
reverse of his meaning.

Hon. Mgr. BOURINOT also com-
plained that with regard to his brief
observations on the subject of St.Peter’s
Canal, he had not been correctly re-
ported.

After the transactions of some other
business, the House, upon motion, ad-
journed until to-morrow, Tuesday, 16th
inst., at three, .M.

Tuesday, February 16, 1875.
The House met at three o’clock.
SALARIES OF THE SENATE EMPLOYEES.

After routine business,
Tho SPEAKER submitted the report
of the Committee appointed last Ses-
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sion, to consider the re-adjustment of
thesalaries of the servants of the House.

Ho~x. Mr. CAMPBELL asked-if the
Report should be referred to the Com-
mittee on Contingencies.

Hon. Mm. SEYMOUR moved
reference to that Committee.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER replied that
though he would not object to the pro-
posal in 1873, when the hon. gentleman
opposite (Hon. Mr. Campbell) had
been, with the Receiver (General and
Minister of Marine of that day, author-
ized to consider the claims of the
employees ontitled, from length of
service and efficiency, to increased
remuneration, though no power was
given them to make changes, by their
Report of 27th June, 1872, presented
to the House in March, 1873, they sub-
mitted certain changes ; todo this they
had no right whatever. They created
three new offices. This Report was
iaid on the table on the 7th March, and
contrary to the nature of the hon. gen-
tleman’s present course, he referred it
to the Committee on Contingencies
only the 1st May following. nder
these eircumstances he (Hon. M.
Letellier) thought it was better that
the Report should be printed, so that
the Members of the Senate might be
acquainted with the action of the S
cial Committee on the subject before
proceeding to any conclusion on the
matter. But he nad no hesitation in
saying that the Senate would find that
this Committee had kept better within
the limits of its instructions than the
previous Committee.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR said that he
would move only in this matter when
the Report should be printed.

The House, shortly after, adjourned
until to-morrow, Wednesday, 17th
instant, at three, .M.

ita

Wednesday, February 17, 1875.

The House met at three o’clock.
After routine,

GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH OF PACIFIC R.R.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER, in mov-
ing the address to His Excellency the
Governor General, praying that His
Excellency would cause to be laid
before the House, copies of all tenders
and correspondence relating to the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay branch
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of the Pacific Railway, pursuant to
vublic advertisement, dated the sixth
day of November, said he deemed it
proper that he should give his reason
for doing so0, which was, that he in
common with others, both tnside and
outside the Legislature, was at a loss
to know the reason why the Govern-
meont should undertake the construc-
tion of the line of railway referred to,
at this particular time. In moving in
relation to the subject, on the present
occasion, he wished to be understood,
as not actuated by any motives of op-
position to the Government, but look-
ing at the grave responsibility resting
upon that House, as a co-ordinate
branch of the Legislature, he felt that
hon. members were bound to use all
their influence, and sec that the public
expenditure was prudently and care-
fally carried out. Upon the introduc-
tion of the bill into the House last
session, he was surprised to find this
branch included in the bill. The
measure had been introduced at the
last moment, when there was not suffi-
cient time for the discussion of its
merits, and when the greater number
of members of that House had left for
their homes, and many of those pre-
sent at the time protested against any
further action in the matter at that
late period of the session. Whatever
the circumstances may have been he
was certainly surprised, and would ask
the hon. members of the Government
what could justify them at this time,
in entering upon the large expenditure
for this branch railway? Was the
treasury at present in such an overflow-
ing condition as to justify the throw-
ing away of so many millions ? When
it was known that our financial obliga-
tions were so great, why further in-
crease the burden of the people for an
object prematurely entered upon? We
should not forget that we shall soon
have to meet the interest on the amount
of the recent expenditure connected
with the Initercolonial Railway,amount.
ing to $20,000,000. Then again, we
had, in connection with the construc-
tion, enlargement and improvement of
our canals, the amount of $6,000,000.
and the revenues arising from these
canals had never been by any means
roportionate to the expenditure. He
understood, further, that the Govern-
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ment was under obligation to spend
$2,000,000 in British Columbia for rail-:
road construction. With such serious
financial obligations resting upon us, it
was not & moment for us to enter into
an expenditure which would not be
calculated to bring a corresponding
return or increaso of development and
commerce. Hon. members no doubt
remembered the charges preferred
against the late Administration of
undue expenditure, arising from the
selection of the route of the Inter-
colonial Railway; but when the pre-
sent party came into power, it was
hoped that they would endeavor to
administer the Government on the ab-
stract principle of right and justice,
and resist all outside pressure. (Hear,
hear.) He (Hon. Mr. Alexander)
assumed a position in which he felt he
would be supported by hon. members
from other parts of the Dominion;
that nothing would justify a further
increase of the burdens of the people.
It would have been a prudent action
on the part of the Government 1o have
announced at the opening of Parlia-
ment their intention to remove a por-
tion of the burdens imposed upon’ the
people during last session—a remission
of the duty of two and a half per cent.
imposed last session would have ben
a graceful act upon their part. With
regard to the public expenditure in
connoction with railways and other
public works of importance, he felt
assured that hon. members would
agree with him that the time had
arrived when some guiding principle
should be laid down, so that no public
work of importance should be under-
taken unless there was some reason-
able prospect of increase of population,
commerce, and revenugq. He (Hon.
Mr. Alexander) would be extremely
desirous that the resources of every
portion of the Dominion should be
developed in every possible way, but
thero was no population in the direc-
tion through which this line of rail-
road would pass, nor any immediate
prospect of that portion of the country
being utilized. li:le was really of opin-
ion that, with the heavy and serious
obligations resting upon us,—if we
wish to improve and enlarge our canals
—if we are really desirous of develop-
ing the resources of our vast territory,
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capable of supporting millions, such
an expenditure was most injudicious.
It we hope to carry out the great
works indispensably necessary to the
Dominion, how, he would ask, could
we hope to do so without a wise and
judious regard for the public expendi-
ture. :
Hon. M. SCOTT said the Govern-
ment had no objection to the motion.
He did not, however, propose to dis-
cuss the Government policy, in con-
nection with the Pacific Railway, on
this motion, as it had been thoroughly
discussed already. The scheme of a
mixed land and water means of com-
munication between Canada &nd the
Pacific coast was thoroughly discussed
at the last general election, the Hon.
Premier in his speech at Sarnia having,
he (Mr. Scott) believed, explained the
Ministerial policy on the subject. It
was with a view to avoiding an enor-
mous expenditure in the construction
of an all land line that the Govern-
ment decided upon utilizing the vast
bodies of water between western
Ontario and the Pacific slope. The
hon. mover opposite was quite aware
-that the policy of the late Administra-
tion was, to commence the railway on
a point south-east of Nipissing, :nd
build along the shore of that lake, and
along the north shores of Huron and
Superior, and that this was a very in-
hospitable region, probably the very
worst for agriculturists, although, per-
haps, possessing minerals in abund-
ance. A railway through this section
would, certainly, prove very costly.
The present Government did not,
therefore, desire to carry a railway
through this region. They rather felt
it their duty to husband the country’s
means and resources, by utilisin% in-
stead, the stretches of water. They
also considered it desirable, however,
to construct a branch to Georgian Bay,
to give access to that important point,
to the railways to the south and east,
to enable them to avail themselves
of the advantages of the Ministerial
policy. The Goverment, consequently,
took power under the Pacific Act, to
build those 85 miles between Nipissing
and Georgian Bay, intending, more-
over, to have this and the branch from
Fort Garry to Pembina constructed
immediate{. It was then supposed
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they could have the surveys completed
and all the preliminaries arranged for
procecding with those lines before the
present session. llowever, very seri-
ous delays had occurred as to the
Georgian Bay branch, the advertise-
ments for ten.lers for the construction
of which appearing only a short time
before the opening of Parliament.
Under these circumstances the Gov-
ernment decided the tenders submitted
should fall within the spirit of the
Pacific Ra‘lway Act. Though they
were not bound to come to Parliament,
and ask its approval of any action by
them in this matter, being desirous of
dealing with it in the spirit of that
Act, they desired that, as no contract
had been given out for the Georgian
Bay branch, they should submit the
tenders and contracts to the House of
Commons this session (hear, hear.)
Government would adopt the lowest
tender if the contractors could present
sufficient security for constructing the
road speedily and satisfactorily. He
(Mr. Scott) was rather surprised that
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Alexander)
should have indalged in the comments
uttered, hailing, as he did, from On-
tario. ~ He, doubtless, knew that the
region to be intersected was about the
best in that province not yet filled up
—that it possessed the most available
lands, and if the surveyors could be
believed, was capable of maintaining
millions. The country was well tim-
bered, well watered, and, altogether,
presented great attractions to settlers.
Till opened up, it was quite impossible
to attract settlers to it. But this was
simply a subsidiary idea in connection
with the subject. He thought the
hon. gentleman’s criticisms came with
a very bad grace under all the circum-
stances. He stated there were other
railways in Ontario going morthward
to Georgian Bay; but it he took the
map he would find that, so far as the
whole eastern portion of the Dominion
was concerned, the route proposed by
the Government was really the short-
esty the most direct from it to the Bay,
and from the latter to the Ottawa; and
it was admitted the construction of
this road, with the subsidy to be
granted a railway from Renfrew, or
Pembroke, to Nipissing, would give
direct communication with Lake Hu-.
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ron, to the people of Montreal, Quebec,
and the Lower Provinces, He thought
these were considerations of no trifling
importance. (Hear, hear.) .

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE, in French,
was understood to say he was some-
what startled by the Secretary of
State’s expression of surprise at the
remarks of the hon. member, consid-
ering he came from Ontario. He,
(Mr. Belleroge) feared the Govern-
ment might occacionally be too much
disposed to be influenced, or occupied
with the views and interests of On-
tario, to the disadvantage of those of
Quebec and the other Eastern Pro-
vinces. The feelings and interests of
all parts of the Dominion should re-
ceive their due consideration in mat-
ters of importance like the present.
The hon. gentleman went on 10 point
out that a road most direct or shortest
on the map often turned out to be
longest and costliest, by reason of na-
tural or topographical difficulties, and
he contended that this would be the
case as regards the route by the south
shore of the Ottawa to Nipissing. He
contended that the best line was that
by the north shore, in Quebec, the Mat-
tawa route, recommended by Shanly
and Legge, and the Government were
mistaken in their present impressions.
(The hon. gentleman’s remarks were
repeated by him in English at more
length, on the reappearance of the
Minister of Agriculture, on which
occasion he said): He was surprised
that a member, speaking in a Chamber
like this, should have uttered the re-
mark heard from the Secretary of
State. He had assured members that
this line was the shortest. The Pre-
mier had recently made the same
statement to a deputation from Que-
bec; but he was placed in an embar-
rassing position when he was shown
the report of Mr. Shanly, to the effect
that the South Shore line was longer
than that in the Province of Quebec,
by the Mattawa to the Georgian Bay,
by the North Shore. He hoped the
Ministry would yet correct their error.
He hoped the Ministers who repre-
sented Quebec and the Maritime Pro-
vinces, who had the same interest in
this matter as Quebec, would sve that
the shortest and most advantageous
line to unite us with the Pacific coast

[SENATE.]

of Pacific Ravhway. 44
was chosen—the line possessing the
fewost difficulties. The question con-
cerned all the Provinces as well as
Ontario and Quebec, for if the shortest
route from the Pacific to the Atlantic
was not selected, the carrying trade of
the Great West would forever pass
from us to the United States. Our
object should be to attract and retain
this trade. He hoped the Ministerial
representatives of Quebec would not
neglect their duty in this matter. If
the majority of the Ministers from
Ontario should wish to sacrifice all to
Ontario, it was the duty of the others
to see that justice should be done to
the rest of the country. When the
construction of the Intercolonial was
a question, and when it was sought to
carry it by a different route, Sir
George Cartier, whose memory was
dear to Lower Canada, procured a fresh
survey, which changed the route that
had been adopted for the road. When
it was a question whether they should
take the present route, the most
reagsonable and most practicable, he
stated his position in the Government
upon the decision, and achicved his
object. :
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the
hon. gentleman who had just spoken,
had advocated the case of a long route
a8 against ashort one. From a Lower
Canada point of view he (Mr. Letel-
lier) would naturally prefer the longer
route through this Province. But asa
member of the Federal Government,
representing the whole Dominion, he
and his colleagues could not look
upon such works from the merely pro-
vincial standpoint, but with that
larger vision comprehending the gen-
eral interest of the Dominion. The
hon. gentleman (Mr. Bellerose) could
not have known the opinion of Sir
George Cartier as to this road, or he
would have acknowledged that, when
that road was first spoken of, the very
route now selected was that approved
of by the late baronet. We saw by the
plans made then, and by a comparison
of the routes, that had we adopted the
route even nearest the present, we
should have been far away therefrom
as to distance. In building railroads,
of course, we had to depend greatly
upon the reports of the engineers.
True, Mr. Shanly s name was quoted
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against that of the Government engin-
eer as to this proposed route, but he
did not know i? M‘;O Shanly had ever
assed over the line adopted by the
vernment. Certainly a route which
was mountainous, even if consid : ably
shorter than a more level route, would
prove more troublesome and expen-
sive, and one to be avoided. The sup-
sed superior advantages of the North
hore route should be demonstrated
before hostile criticisms were passed
upon the route Government had
chosen. He believed they were justi-
fied in" taking a different view from
that of the last speaker, and the 1e-
ports of the engineers to the Govern-
ment could not justify the adoption of
the line indicated by the last speaker.
Hon. M. BELLEROSE said he
seemed to have been misunderstood.
He had stated the projected route from
Georgian Bay to Renfrew was certain-
ly, geographically speaking,the shorter
route, and, if so, other considerations
apart, Government would have been
justified in choosing it. But he {(Mr.
B.) also asserted that there were reports
before us, from Messrs. Shanly and
Legge, shewing that, though geogra-
phically, it was shorter, in an engineer-
ing point of view, the other route, the
North Shore, by the Mattawa, was,
practically, the shorter by thirty to
forty miles. (Hear, hear, from Hon.
Mr.Campbell.) Hedid not care whether
the Hon. Minister of Agriculture hailed
from Quebec or Ontario. His (Mr.
Bellerose’s) object was to show by ar-
gument that the public good, the gen-
eral interest of all the Provinces,
required the choice of another route.
Whatever Sir George Cartier’s opinions
as to this Upper Ottawa route were, he
did not care. It was because he (Mr.
B.) had seen by a report that the Pre-
micr had selected the route from Ren-
frew to Georgian Bay, promising
Government assistance, that he appeal-
ed to Ministers from Quebec to do
something—not simply for the benefit
of Quebec in this matter, but for the
good of the whole Confederation. If
we did not adopt the shortest and best
line, the trade we might enjoy would
ass to the United States. (Hear,
ear,
HO)N. Mg. CAMPBELL said he did
not think the country clearly under-
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stood the object of the Government in
constructing this Georgian Bay and
Nipissing branch. For forty-five to
fifly miles they would be in the middle
of the forest, away from business and
settlements. He was quite at a loss to
know their object. The Secretary of
State said it was to connect Lake
Nipissing with a road the Government
posed to subsidise from Renfrew or
embroke to that point. But it did
not follow that, because Government
roposed to subsidise that road, it would
e built. That event would depend
upon the feeling of the money market,
and a hundred things over which Go-
vernment had no control whatever. In
the absence of the contemplated con-
tinuation eastwards, in what condition
would the country be with a branch on
its hands, constructed from a remote
point in the woods, and carried thence
to Georgian Bay? The scheme was
not in pursuance of the plan Govern-
ment originally adopted, which was a
a part land and water communica-
tion to British Columbia, or the Far
West ; and, as pointed out by the hon.
gentleman whe introduced the subject,
there were already railroads to Goor-
gian Bay. What object wounld a pas-
senger from the Far West, landed, for
example, at the mouth of French River,
or one of the points on Georgian Bay,
now in connection with different parts
of Ontario. gain by the proposed Go-
vernment road? Why should this
branch be constructed in the absence
of any means of getting away from
Nipissing when you reach there from
the West? The Government had no
assurance of the building of a road
eastward, for example, even in the
event of a subsidy. This proposed
branch was not a portion of tge essen-
tial line of communication with the
Far West. That from Thunder Bay to
Shebandowan was essential, adopting
the Government’s theory of a mixed
land and water route, as would be any
other section of a railway to navigable
water. It would be time enough to
construct the Georgian Bay branch if
the road from the Upper Ottawa to
Nipissing was commenced or nearly
completed. If Messrs. Shanly and
Legge had reported that the North
Shore branch, by the Mattawa, was
practically the shorter, then, apparent-
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ly, that was the road that ought to be
built. The opinion of such eminent
engineers ought to require some atten-
tion. He did hope the country would
not be involved in what seemed the
grave mistake ot building this branch
promised in advance of the extension
of proper connections from the Eastern
or Ottawa region. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. M&. SCOTT replied the Govegp-
ment would take very good care that
they proceeded pari passu—that their
line should not be constructed as an
isolated work in the wilderness. Con-
nections must be provided. He believed
a line by the north shore of the Ottuwa
was a certainty. Possib%it might be
carried up to Portage du Fort or Pem-
broke ; connections might be made
there or at some place considered more
advantageous. Government would look
after the public interest insuch arrange-
ments, and would see that connecting
lines had running powers over their
gubsidised lines. Care would also be
taken that the western sections had
eastern connections to Quebec. (Hear,
hear.)

Hon. Me. READ sgaid his hopes of
seeing the Pacific Railway were vanish-
ing; when he observed the money of
the country frittered on colonization
purposes it was time to speak out. If
those eighty-five miles of road were only
part of the Pacific Road proper, he
would not say an opposing word. Al-
ready there were three lines to the
Georgian Bay, and there was another
on the way. Was that not enough?
How was this branch to be used ? These
eighty-five miles would cost three or
four millions in a favourable locality ;
but more in such as the present. He
hoped Parliament would resist in every
way so useless an expenditure. Was
the country’s money to be spent build-
ing colonization roads like this, through
regions devoid of inhabitants? The
public money should only be spent on
necessary and promising enterprises.

Hon. MR. SKEAD said it appeared
to him that when anything came up
in this or the other branch of the Le-
gislature, favorable to the Ottawa sec-
tion, a number of gentlemen were sure
to oppose it. The Government were
not particular friends of his—(laugh-
ter)—yet he was bound to take note of
their policy and statement that the
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Georgian Bay branch would be built.
He saw a prospect of a connection with
railways to the eastward. He knew
arrangements were making to extend
the Canada Central to Pembroke. The
citizens of Ottawa would assist this en-
terprise. The Government had pro-
mised to subsidise some road—whether
this or another—to connect with the
Nipissing line, which would prove be-
neficial not only to Ottawa but to
Montreal and Quebec, as well as the
Maritime Provinces. He was not a lit-
tle astonished at the conduct of the hon.
member (Mr. Alexander) who, when
anything favoring his own Western sec-
tion arose, was sure to support it; but
anything benefitting the Eastern die-
trict, he was sure to oppose it. (Laugh-
ter.) His hon. friemf to his left (Mr.
Read) acted similarly. In this House
a proper view of such questions ought
to be taken. He would not like to see
this Government long in power (laugh-
ter), but while they were, he wished to
give them a fair trial and support. In
their course in this matter he thought
them right. He did not, however, like
the land and water scheme, available
for only five months in the year; but
if they could not get anything better,
let them have it. He did think hon.
gentlemen around him would have
taken a little larger view, and remem-
ber that the Dominion was not wholl

composed of Toronto and the district
west of it. What showed the import-
ance of the Ottawa district was the
number of nmew railroads nmow being
pushed from the frontier of Ontario into
the interior to catch its trade. Even
my friends, the late Governmenty had
not done right hy them in the matter
of this Pacific Railway. They had a
stipulation that the terminus should Be
at the southeast side of Nipissing. Now
he knew a little of that part of the
country, and could assure members if
there was any practicable route, it was
on the north shore of Lake Nipissing.
If we could not get the whole line by
land to Manitoba, let us obtain what we
could in patches. The time would
come when it would all be by land. Do
not, however, condemn the Government
for this attempt to give us a branch
to connect with roads eastward, which
would be many miles shorter than the
road round by the St. Lawrence. To-
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ronto interests would always take care
of themselves. He hoped gentlemen
from that quarter would not be so
gelfish in future—~should not desire to
grasp everything for themselves at the
eﬁ;ense of the people to the eastward.
(Hear, hear, and a laugh.)

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE begged to
read an extract from Sir Wm. Logan’s
report upon the highest elevation of
the region to be intersected by the pro-
posed branch railway. This height
was 1441 feet above the level of the
sea. Mr. Legge had reported as tothe
North Shore on Mattawa route, that
the greatest elevation found was but
665 feet. This gentleman computed,
by the rules of engineering, the greater
distance, constituted by the greater
height o7 land on the south or Renfrew
side, at 25 miles.

Ho~n. Mr. LETELLIER said the
Question could not be fairly dealt with
till the papers were before the House,
but when produced, he was sure it
would be conceded the best route had
been adopted. :

The Motion was then agreed to.

IMPROVEMENT OF ST. PETER'S CANAL.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said it might
be considered superfluous on his part
to bring up a question already presert-
ed to the attention of the House by the
hon. member for Richmond. But he
(Mr. B.) considered the matter of no
ordinary importance, and thcught it
desirablc tc ascertain something about
the distribution of the plans for the en-
largement of this canal. Their object
was to procure the widening of its en-
trance, for the accommodation of ves-
sels of a larger class than those at pre-
sent usir. z it. Every year 600 or 700
vessels 0”’a small class pass through,
and 200 or 300 boats. The channel
might be made to afford depth for ves-
sels of the largest deseription. Yoar
after year large craft have attemptod
in vain to penetrate this canal. Now,
it was worth while to give members
from districts little acquainted with
Cape Breton an idea of this canal, and
the facilities for navigation it might be
made to afford. Lake Bras d'Or, to
which it led, contained 450 square miles,
its borders possessing, besides, its rich
mines of coal, gypsum, marble, iron

and other valuable minerals, the lake {
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itself abounding in fish. When this
canal was finished it would improve
the prospects of the Intercolonial Rail-
way through Cape Breton to connect
with the shortest ocean route, which is
Louisbourg, the landing wharf of’ Ame-
rica to and from Europe on the one
hand, and with the western railway
system on the other. The proposed
road would, to some extent, skirt
the canal and lake. The estimates
last year promised $75,000, out of
$260,000 provided for the entire work,
for a commencement., Heregretted to
see that $75,000 additional for this
year, or $150,000 altogether, for a be-
ginning was not set down in this year's
estimates, so that the work might he at
once entered upon.  As he mentioned
already, when Confederation was
brought before the people of Nova
Scotia, one of the grounds upon which
he supported it, as a member of their
Legislature, was that such contem-
plated works would be entered upon
at once by the Dominion, but they
found that, notwithstanding eight years
of Confederation, no public works of
importance in the Island of Cape Bre-
ton had yet been undertaken, though
small sums had been spont for works
of no importance. He trusted this im-
portant work would be entered ujon
shortly. The hon. gentleman here
quoted from a work published by a Mr.
Brown, a gentleman of scientific at-
tainments and who had contributed
valuable information on geology, who
was a friend of the late Sir Roderick
Murchison and Sir Charles Lyell; and
he mentioned these facts to show that
he was a high authority the following
passage upon the fine scenery of the
region under consideration. “From
the rugged promontory of Cape Dau-
Ehin to Cape North, the coast linc ex-

ibits stecp ascents covered with
scrubby spruce and pine, and rocky
precipices rising abruptly from the sea
to heights varying from 600 to 1,200
feet. Grand and very beautiful are
the gorges and ravines which, furrow
these hills aud precipices between St.
Ann's and Ingonish, where first the
golden rays of the rising sun light up
their recesses, and in an instant make
all clear and distinct which just before
was hid in the dark shades of twilight.
Equally grand and picturesque is the
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- red Syenitic escarpment of Smoky
Cape, -capped with the cloud, from
which it derives-its name, with many
lofty head-lands in the background,
and the peak of the Sugarloaf Mountain
Jjust peeping above the far distant hc ri-
zon. On the western coast, from Cape
St> Lawrence to Margarie, scenery of »
similar character occurs; but it is the
setting, not the rising sun, revesls all
its hidden beaunties.” As great igmno-
rance prevailed on this fine island, he
(Mr.-B.) would recommend his hon.
friends to read this book, which would
induce them, he whs certain, to visit
it, and which, as they would find, was
not only attractive on account of its
great resources, but possessing those
natural beauties rarely to be met with
on thiscontinent. The hon. gentloman
concluded by moving in accordance
with previous notice, that an humble
Address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Excellency will eause-to be laid before
this House a copy of the report of Mr.
Perley, C.E, on the enlargement of
the St. Peter’s Canal. .
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER expressed
gome astonishment at the tong of the
- hon. gentleman just sat down. Forsix
years he was in office, and the hon.
gentleman beside him (Mr. Bourinet)
was constantly - asking money to
enlarge this canal;‘but mnothing was
done in' that time. "Suddenly, how-

ever, that he was in Opposition, his-

eyes were opened, and he saw the
value of this work at the moment the
present-Government were proposing a
vote for it. His Government neglected
the matter for years, while the moment
the present assumed office, it decided
to see to this improvement. The hon.
leader of the Opposition had dis-
covered very late the advantages and
wants of that region. The engineers
are now at work, and the improvement
will be effected as they recommend.
He agreed to the Motion. ,

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL admitted no
actual work "was done by the late
Government in this direction, but it
was but fair to say they sent down: an
engineer to examine into_ the possi-
bility of enlarging the canal. Difficul-
-ties in the way were reported, owing
to the character of the stone forming
the banks of the canal, and it was
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found necessary to examine into that
‘matter before asking the Legislature
for money. So thehon. gentleman was
mistaken in saying wothing was done.
He (Mr. C.) presumed it was upon the
report of Mr. Perley, the engineer
mentioned, that the present Govern-
ment were about to take action. But,
from whatever party action came,
with a view to this improvement, he
(Mr. C.) should be very glad, and he
~hoped his hon. friends would be glad to
see the work accomplished-—one that
would give such great facilities to the
trade of the country. - (Hear, hear.)
Hon. Mr. MILLER was happy to
find the interest shown by the leaders
of the Government and Opposition in
the St. Peter’s Canal.. He was glad to
find that they were both now alive to
the importance of finishing the canal,
and he believed he had contributed
something by his, advocacy of the
meagure during the last few years to
roduce that result. He had frequent-
y brought the question before Parlia-
ment, and would continue to do so
until the end desired was attained.
His hon. friend from Cape Breton had
always been an advocate of every
measure that might promote the pros-
perity of the Island, and he was glad
to see him discussing the question. He
wus also rauch pleased to find the able
advocacy of the hon. leader of the
Opposition enlisted on their side ; as he
had visited the canal a few years ago,
and could speak from personal ex-
perience, his remarks were entitled to
special weight. The late Government
had sent an engineer to inspect the
canal and make 4 report as to required
improvements, but shortly afterwards
they went out of office. He (Mr.
Miller) was well pleased now to find
that the present Government were
determined to forward the work, and
he was satisfied with the assurance his
hon. friend (Hon. Mr. Letellier de St.
Just) had given him a few days ago as
to the intention of the Government.
He trusted there would be no further
 unnecessary delay. Many hon. mem-
bers from the Upper Provinces did not
realize the importance of many of the
public works in the maritime provin-
ces. A visit to the sea side wouid,
perhaps, do as much for some of them
| 88 it had done for the hon. gentleman.
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(Mr. Campbell) who had so truly
spoken of the great resources of Cape

eton, and the value of that country

. to the Dominion. If moreintercourse
existed there would be far better
opportunity for -the people of the
western provinces to know and appre-
ciate the resources of the east. (Hear,
hear.) Cape Breton had, so far, been
altogether overlooked in regard to its
public works, because, perhaps, it had
not made itself as troublesome as other
portions of the Dominion. Having
spoken so recently on this subject, he
_was not now disposed to enter into any
discussion of the claims of the Island
in this Parliament in the promotion of
such undertakings. But he congratu-
lated the people of that section of
Nova Scotia upon the favorable ex-
pression of opinion on all sides in
reforence to a subject in which he had
always taken a deep interest; and he
bolieved the action taken by the
Government’ in the matter would be
such as the wants of the inhabitants
and the general interests of trade and
commerce imperatively demanded.
' The Motion was then carried.

RESIGNATIONS, DISMISSALS, &C.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH, in accord-
ance with previous Notice of Motion,
moved the following :—

That an humble iddress be present-
ed to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excellency
will cause to be laid before this
House cnpies of all a pointments
to, and resignations and - dismissals
from, office in the County of Lunen-
burg, Nova Scotia, since 1st October
1873, as well as all letters, petitions,
or other papers or correspondence re-
lat_xve, or in conuection with said a
pointments, resignations and dismissals
and appointments of successors.

. He continued to say that ‘his object
in asking for the papers was ‘to bring
to the notice of the }I)Iouse -the unwor-
thy and discreditable action of the pre-
_ sent Government in ejecting from office

several persons in Lunenburg, N.S.,
a‘pmpomted by the late Government,
about the 20th October, 1873, being
previous to the notice of want of confi-
dence of that Government being placed
on the table of the House of Commons,

and to obtain such an expression from-
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this House a8 the conduct of the Gov-
ernment merited. He did not seek to
B:'ovoke discussion now, but simply to

y sufficient ground for the present
motion, and upon the papers coming
down, and the facts developed, to base
1 proper censure upon the Government.
He . felt that no alternative was left
him in this matter ; it was but a duty
he owed to the men so grievously in-
Jjured, to Parliament and the country,
.that these cases should be known, and
redress had if possible. The first was,
the keeper appointed to the new light
on Green Island—the situation was ac-
cepted, vessel chartered, provisions and

Dismissals, &e.

- furniture for self and family on board,

and every prepsration made by the
officer, Mr. Schwartz, to get to the
island as soon as a chance was offered
to land on it. Whilst thus waiting for
weeks for that opportunity, he received
a letter from the member of the county
advising him not to venture to take
charge of the light, as he would be dis-
missed—that the Government, or the
leader of it, had given him that pro-
mise. Soon after that,-that officer re-
ceived a letter from the Marine and
Fishery Department, to know if he in-
tended taking possession of the light,
to which he made reply, explaining
the reasons for the delay, and statin

the nature of the letter he receiv

from the member for the county. No
answer was returned him, but another
party was appointed lighthouse keap-
er. This matter would have been
noticed during last session, had this
House not been assured by the declara-
tion then made on the floor of this
hon. House, by the Minister of Agri-
culture, “ that the Government. would
not thereafter remove any officer ex-
cept for misconduct, incapacity or other
just cause.” (Hear, hear.) No hon.
gentleman who heard that declaration
could have taken it for less than a pro-
gounding of the future policy of the
Government. - (Hear, hear.) He was
convinced that the hon. member from
Prince Edward Island would not have
withdrawn his resolutions, implying
censure on the Goverpment for dis-
missals, had it not been for that decla-
ration -of ‘the Government. (Hear,
hear.) He believed the hon gentleman
" from the Island had done good service

to the Government, had strengthened
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its hands against undue pressure, and
that so long as the country sustained
the Government, each man holdin
office was assured that he was protect-
ed by the Fovernment from all undue
pressure by political partizans. His
faith in the moral strength of the Gov-
ernment in this respect had been de-
stroyed, the Government had violated
its pledges and policy, and could not
possibly justify the dismissal from
office of Mr. Morash, Protective Officer,
and Capt. Young, Shipping Master of
the Port of Lunenburg. Mr. Morash,
an cfficient officer, whose word, honour,
vigilance and fearless discharge of duty,
were such as to deter smuggling and
smugglers, was dismissed through the
Customs officer in May last, without
previous notice, or cause assigned, or
payment of salary to time of ejection
from office. Had this officer been less
sober, honestand independent, the Gov-
ernment would not have been forced to
dismiss him. His dismissal has not
only been injudicious and hurtful to
the public interests, but to the revenue
of the port. Capt. Young was also
dismissed without notice or cause as-
signed, in October last, having been in
office one year, faithfully doing his
duty, striving to make all parties con-
form to the provisions of the Shipping
Act, and making his quarterly reports
to the head of his department. No man
of that part stands higher in his posi-
tion than he (Capt. Young.) He had
done service to his country, and to the
cause of humanity, that might have
secured him lasting honour, had he
sought it. When the Indian, of the
Allan line of steamers, foundered on
the sunken reef near the Gut of Canso,
Capt. Young, regardless of self and the
safety of his vessel and cargo (other
vessels fearing to approach), rescued
the greater part of the steamer’s passen-
gers and crew. In doing so he sacri-
ficed his own ve-Bcl und the charter,
amounting to §7.000. When the papers
will be submitted to the House he
hoped to show clearly the tyranny
practisel over that officer, how he wax
ignored by the officer of Customs, who
knowingly violated the law, clearing
vessels, without having the necessary
certiticates from Capt. Young, of shi
ment of crews—-wgo grasped at the
shipping office and now holds it, in
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connection with his own office, with
the additional fees and emoluments,
the Government mnot venturing to ap-
point any other person to the office,
and having been made awa'e of the
conduct of the Customs officer. The
Government struggled long against
ejecting Capt. Young, but at length
ignobly yielded to the presture, per-
haps indirect pressure, used by a mer-
chant of the port, who threatened
annihilation of the representative and
the Government if his will were not
obeyed, and who had violated the
laws time and again, allowing and
directing his vessels to go to sea and
return without legal shipment or dis-
charge of crews, by the shipping master
(Capt. Youny), and whowas again and
again fined for such offences. He (Hon.
Mr. Kaulbach) concluded by saying
that he had already fully shown sufh-
cient cause why the papers should be
submitted, and he was prepared to
charge home the wrong and injustice
done to the ejected and the country,
and would be prepared, at the proper
time, and if necessary, to ask hon. gen-
tlemen whether the vows made by
Government last session had been vio-
lated ; but yet he had some hope that
the Government, on . reviewinrg its ac-
tion, and as it yet had the ability, might
uphold its dignity, and with becoming
grace restore to office the men so im-
properly dismissed.

oN. Mr. BOURINOT seconded the
Motion of the Hon. Mr. KAULBACH.

H:~. Mr. SCOTT had no objection
to the motion, but the hon. gentleman
had in his notice given no clue to his
motives. He (Mr. Scott) had taken
some notes of his observations. He
had made reference to these particular
cases; but his references were of such
a character as not to admit of an
immediate reply. He therefore thought
it better to wait until the papers came
down to the House.

Ilon. Mgr. SCOTT moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, that tho
Hon. Mr. Fabre be relieved from fur-
ther attendance on the Committce ap-
pointed to examine and report upon the
contingent accounts of the Senate for
the present Session, and the Hon. Mr.
Wilmot be appointed in his stead.
Upon this Motion being put and
carried,
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Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved, seconded
by Hox. Me. HAMILTON, that the
Hon Mr." Hamilton be relieved from
further attendance on the Joint Com-
mittee of the Senate and House of
Commons on the Printing of Parlia-
ment, and that the Hon. Mr. Fabre be
appointed in his stead. )
Upon this Motion being carried, it
was ordered that the foregoing Resolu-
tion be commanicated to the House of
Commons by one of the Masters in
Chancery.
BILL TO AMEND INTERPRETATION ACT.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT presented a bill
intituled *“An Act to amend 1he
Interpretation Act, as rvespects the
Printing  and Distribution  of the
Statutes, and the Territorial applica-
tion of Acts amending previous Acts.”

This bill was, upon motion, read o
first time; to be read a second time on
Friday next. :

The House then adjourned.

Thursday, February 18, 1875.

DOMINION STATISTICS.

After routine,

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved that a
Select Committee be appointed to en-
quire and report as to the best mode
of improving the system of obtaining
and publishing statistical information
throughout the Dominion; that the
said Committtee have power to send
for persons, papers and records, and
that it shall consist of Hon. Messrs.
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I benefit they were got up.

Letellier, Campbell, Carral, Fabre, |

Girard, McMaster, Miller, Montgomery,
Odell, Penny, Ryan, Simpson, Trudel
and the mover. The hon. gentleman
said that the importance of obtaining
reliable statistical returns in regard to
the industrial, financial, commercial,
agricultural, manufacturing and sani-
tary progress of the Dominion could
harc!ly be overrated ; and without
casting any roproach on any Govern-
ment, past or present, it was impos-
sible 10 deny that there was room for a
very great improvement in this depart-
ment of the public service. It could
In no way be regarded as satisfactory
that the enumeration of the people
taken in 1871 was not yet fully pub-
lished. (Hear, hear.) The value of
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the census was comparatively of little
moment when four years were con-
sumed in compiling and printing the
returns; indeed it was difficult to
obtain public attention to facts and
figures xo far back, and that had
already been so much affected by the
progress of the country. The trade
and navigation returns of the Domin-
ion, which were so valuable to all men
of business, were not, he thought, got
up in that condensed and clear style
that would enable them to be easily
mastered by the parties for whose
The mor-
tality returns were admittedly of very
little valne—thoungh the highest inter-
ests of the Dominion demanded that
they should be accurately and fully
obtained.  And as to the industrial ard
commercial returns of the severai
Provinces, it was not to be denied th «
reform  was urgently demanc2d
throughout the whole of them. It
was true that great difficulty had been
found in getting the several Provinces
to unite on a uniform system, that
would make the whole returns, when
compiled, of interest and value; but
some way could certainly be found of
overcoming this obstacle. On the
whole he thought that it might prove
very advantageous to have the entire
subject of our national statistics the-
roughly investigated by a Committee,
with the view of making suggestions
towards the establishment of a more
reliable and useful system than that
we how possessed.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER had no
objection to the appointment of a Com-
mittee or to the names of the hon.
gentlemen who were to comprise it.
It was one of those questions which
must come under the consideration of
the House. With reference to the
consus, which had met with some
objections at the hands of the hon.
gentleman, he would say that it would
have been very hard work ndeed for
those who had it in charge to have
improved upon it; but he believed
that when the report was mado it
would be astep in the right divection,
and a large improvement on the census
that had been taken before Confedera-
tion. Some defects might be found,
but those defects, after careful con-
sideration and study by those who
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wore well acquainted with the opera- | had in New Brunswick some muniei-

tions of its svstem, both abroad and |
at home, wonld be corrected, and he ‘\. very few counties,
certainly conzidered that the steps

proposel to be adopted in the matter
would enable the census to be taken in
a shorter period, and bring the statis-
ties more up to a correet standard than
they were at present.  As to the regis-
tration of births, marringes  and
deaths, they were placed in a very
awkward position, ax the Local and
the Federal Governments had cach
their own peculiar jurisdiction. If]
however, the local {egislatures were
willing to wnite with the Federal
Government, a =cheme of legislation
with all the Provinces might be tframed,
which might work very well. But
they would have to consider what
means could be adopted to bring such
a harmonious accord hetween the
Piovinces and the Federal Govern-
ment, or to create a general represen-
tation for the Dominion. It would be
extremely beneficial if full reliable
statistics could be obtained, upon which
every class, cvery interest in the
community could rely to base their
vbservations. The principle difficulty
of registration would be that of the
difference in lreal standing which
existed between different Provinces.
In the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec it would be casy to obtain the
authority by which these statistics
could be taken, but it was not the
same with British Columbis and Prince
Edward Island, where no municipal
Government had been established. A
general mode of registration might be
adopted for the greater part of the
Confederation; but they must have a
ditterent one for the small Provinces.
where there were no municipal insti-
tutions to carry out the necessary
details. He approved of the motion
before the House, and would be very
happy if the hon. gentlemen who were
appointed on the Committee should be
guccessful in their etforts to secare to
this Dominion full information for -a
basis on which such a system could be

erected as woull meet the wants of

all.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT thought the
Minister of Agriculture had made a
mistake with regard to the municipal
laws of the Lower Provinces. They

pal incorporations, although in buv
It would be ex-
ceedingly desirable that the mode of
taking the statistics throughout the
Dominion and the ditferent provinces
should be put upon some plan by
which we could get some approximate
idea as to what the true state of things
was. A celebrated statesman once
remarked that nothing was more falla-
cious  than figures except fhacts, it
depended upon how facts and tigures
were placed, ax to whether they told
the truth or not, and he thought there
was a good deal of fallacy about some
ot the means at present adopted for
the collection of statistics, and he
hoped some better method would be
the result of the labors of the Com-

_mittee.

Hox. Mr. BELLEROSE would not
oppose the motion. But he reminded
the hon. mover that they would seek in
vain a better or a surer system than
that which they had at present. in hix
Province, and he hoped that instead of
endeavoring to erect a suver system on
the ruins of the old, they would res-
pect the usages of the Province of
Quebee, and would change nothing.
He hoped the hon. member who had
made the motion would have no objec-
tion if the name of Mr. Trudel be
added to the Committee.

Hox. Mr. RYAN rose to give a
warm support to the proposition of his
hon. friend. The importance of statis-
tics was hardly realized as yet in the
Dominion, but whenever that import-
ance was recognized and a correct
method was employed. it wonld contri-
bute largely to the benetit of the coun-
try.  In no country were statisties so
well ascertained as in Great Britain.
He held in his hand a very valuable
paumphlet, “The Agricaltural Returns
of Great Britain, with Abstract Returns
for the United Kingdom, British Pos-
sessions, and Toreien Countries, for
18747  In g¢lancing over it he had
been much struck with the following
remarks which showed how far behind
other countries we were in the science
of statistics, Under the head of * Re-
turns for British Possessions,” were the
following remarks:—*Tables to show
the extent of the agricultural resources
of varijons British possessions are given
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after those for Great Britain to the

latest dates for which official returns

have reached this Department. The
absence of official retwns for Canada
is still to be regretted. The yicld of
wheat in that colony at the date of the
last return in 1868 was 4,500,000 quay-
ters. It does not appear by the export
returns that there has been any mater-
ial increase in the quantities of wheat
that Canada has had to spare to other
countries.” 1le (Mr. Ryan) would be
very sorry if we should be behind auy
of the colonies in our statistics, a state
of things which would lower us in the
opinion ot the mother country, and
which would not tend to promote what
they wauted, emigration. In answer
to a question from an hon. member as
to the date of publication of these ve-
marks, ho said that it was a veturn for
1874. He had the good fortune to
know the gentleman to whom they
owed the report, who was a distin-
guished member of the Depurtment of
the Board of Trade. The veport says,
further: “The progress of agriculture
can be better traced in the Australian
Colonies, for which annual returns are
published. These show a progressive
increase of the cultivation in Australia
of the various kinds of crops.” Why
should not they have the annual re-
turns of the various crops? They had
them in Australia, and they were pub-
lished in the pamphlet, which he could
confidently recommend as an admir-
able guide. It went very much into
details, an:d was exceedingly interest-
ing. They could sce the importance
of statistics when they perceived that
a judgment of the progress of a coun-
try was formed by its official returns,
and the best thing they could do would
be to give their hearty support to the
motion before them.

Hox. Mg. MILLER, who strongly
tavored the appointment ot a Commit-
tee, suggested that the name of the
hon. gentleman who had given such
valuable information on the subject of
the motion, should be added to the
list.

Hon. Mr. WARK thought that the
quotation of the hon. member, and the
observations which had been made as o
the necessity of more accurate and fre-
quent calculations of statistics,could not
but be admitted to be very important.
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They had not the facilities in the Do-
minion which they had in older coun-
tries for collecting information, but
much more might be doue than had
beeu done. Ile thought that these sta-
tistics could be generally collected by
agricultural societies, although not per-
haps with such accuracy. Lt was by
means of the police thut the returns
were collected in Ireland. They return-
ed the number of acres of particular
crops, estimated the value of the crop,
and such a plan must be of vast impor-
tance to the merchants of' this country
to know what the probable wheat crop
would be, or the probable amount of
lumber going to the mariket; but it
must be of still greater importance to
our customers in other countries to
know what would be the probable
amount of grain,ete., in our markets,
in order that they might be uble to form
some estimate us to the best means of
supplying their own.  There had been
some remarks made about valuation.
He was glad to say that the Govern-
ment of New Brunswick had done some-
thing towards the acquirement of a uni-
versal valuation throughout the whole
Provinee. The want of uniformity in-
variably led to a want of accuracy.
There was a great oversight in the cen-
sus, which would very much decreasc its
value when pablished, and that was that
while the quantity of wheat raised wis
specitied, the number of acres on which
it was vaised was not.  One man, for
example, might raixe one hundred and
:mot.h'er only ninety bushels of wheat;
but if the acreage on which the wheat
is raised is not given, how could a pro-
per estimate of the value of the land be
given. At the first sight the raiser of
the one hundred bushels might Le con-
sidered the most successful, but if it
turned out on enquiry that the ninety
bushels had been raised on onc-third
the acreage of the one hundred bushels,
the settler would have no hesitation in
declaring his preference for the land
where he could raise thirty bushels an
acre over that where he could only raise
twenty. Indeed, if any two things
ought to be combined to give a correct
result surely it ought to be the amount
of the crop and of the acreage, so that
you may not only tell what a man raises,
but the amount of land on which he
raises it. The hon, gentleman conclud-
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ed by saying he should be happy to see
the Committee commence its labors as
soon as possible, and hoped they would
be attended with beneficial results.

Hon, Mr. SMITH thought there was
a simpler method of obtaining the re-
salt than the one proposed, and sug-
gested that each township should give
the necessary information to the war-
den, and the warden could transmit that
information to the Government. e
thought that by that means they could
get very simply, and without any great
trouble, that which he did not think the
societies spoken of would do. They
would say it was not their business,while
if this Act compelled each Province to
give its returns there would be no trou-
ble about the matter at all.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST denied that they had the power
to do this. They could not doanything
of that nature unless the local powers
would unite with them in the enter-
prise, but without that they would be
unable to doit. Ar to his hon. fyiend’s
remark about the acreage not being
given when this census was taken, he
would say that this census had been
tiken in December, 1871, and was a
great improvement on all the census
that had been taken up to that
time, and was, indeed, reliable in the
majority of instances. To organize bo-
dies for such a purpose required a great
deal of energy, skill and talent on the
Eart of these who had to doit. It was

¥ no means an easy task.

The motion was then carried, with
the names of the Hon. Messrs. Trudel,
Ryan, and Simpson added to the Com-
mittee.

DIVORCE BILL.

Hox. Ma. VIDAL introduced a bill
for the relief of Henry William Peter-
son, and moved, seconded by Hox. Mz.
AIKINS, that it be read a seeond time
on the 1st day of March next.

PRINTING COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSOXN moved that the
gecond report of the Joint Committee
of both Houses on printing be taken
into consideration on Monday. Carried.

Also that the third report of the
same Committee on the printing of the
Hansard, be taken into cousideration
on Monday next. Carried.
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BANKING AND COMMERCE.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST moved that the Hon. Mr. Brown
be added to the Committec on Banking,
Commerce and Railways. Carried.

RE-ADJUSTMENT OF SALARIES.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST then rose, and referring to the
suggestion made by the Hon. Mr. Camp-
bell, that the report of the Committee
appointed to re-adjust the salaries of
the officers of the House should be re-
ferred to the Committee of Contingen-
cies, suid that there was certainly no
need for such a reference. The re-
adjustment of the salaries of which the
hon. gentlemzn complained, has becn
made in perfect accordance with the
power granted by the House for that
purpose, and he could not see why the
hon. member should wish to have the
matter referred to Committee. He
thought it would be far better for the
hon. gentleman to follow in this in-
stance what he followed when he was
in power, The gentleman must be
responsible for the patronage which it
conferred, and while the House was
willing to confer on some of the mem-
bers of this House the power of ex-
amining the salaries of the servants of
the House, he could not see why a Com-
mittee should be appointed to examine
the action of the examiners, unless of
course anything beyond the power con-
signed to themn had been attempted.
He would bring to the recollection of
the hon. leader of the Opposition what
he had done in connection with his two
colleagues and the Speaker of the
House, when he was in power, how he
had added to the salaries of the then
officeis, and not only that he could
show the hon. gentleman his own sig-
nature in which he acknowledged hav-
ing created several new offices. The
report was made to the ITouse on the
5th of March, 1873, but the Opposi-
tion, considering there was a certain
due patronage to be exercised vy the
Government, made no objections. What
did thoy want to appoint this Commit-
tee for, except for the purpose of cast-
ing reflections on the hon. members of
the Government. They had been au-
thorized bv tho House to re-adjust the
salaries of its servants, to put them on
the same footing and make them cor-
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respond with those of the other Cham-
ber. Such a question as this ought not
to he made one of the little purty ques-
tions to give a slap in the face to the
Speaker of House or any of its hon.
members, All that he would ask from

the House was that they would con- !

sider the matter carefully, and in the
same way that they had considerel it
in 1873, and not to try and make out
that the Cormmitice had passed the
limits assigned to it. Let them have
the same tair play which had been
accorded to the former Government.
They asked no move. If the hon. gentle-
man was willing to give them the same
fair play they were all right. They
weee in a bettor position, for they had
ereated no new offi -es, but only tilled
vieacies and re-adjusted the salavies,
Ile know that a smail stic had been
made about it, but he believed that
waen it was seen that powers had been
given to the Commitlee to revise the
salaries, it would uiso be seen that they
had acted according to the rales of the
House, and he would move that the re-
port be yeferrel to the Committee on
(/Ol)tmgcncies,

ifoN. Mr. CAMPBELL—Is the hon.
gentleman going to move now ?

oy, Mw. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST—XNot now.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL was surprised
at the manner in which the question
had been Lrought hefore the House.
There was not the slightest disposition
on his part to attack the Government
or anybody else, but a day or two atter

the mceting of the Iouse & motion was

made for the appointment of the Com-

mittee on Contingencie:, and his friend |

behind him rather declined to join, as
he alleged that something had heen
done during recess, of whieh he did not
approve. lIfe did not wish to make any
attack upon any member of the Govern-
ment, but he maintained, and proposed
to maintain, the full power and right of
this House to overlook the appoint-
ments of the House, and he would do
his best to prevent the Government
from assuming that power. He would
affirm thet right and deny that power
mo:'-t‘dmtinctly. He made no attack on
the (rO\: rament, and the hon. Minister
of Agrict ture made a most unneces-
sary attack upon him, and had con-
trastgd hi:. conduct in committee three
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| years ago with his own. He (Mr. Camp-

bell) made no such contrast, but for the
| purpose of making an attack upon him,
the Minister of Agriculture said that
the report under consideration made
much less change in the establishment
of the House than the one he (Mr.Camp-
{ bell) had made, and that he (Mr. Camp-
bell) had changed three offices and
created three new officers. But the hon.
gentleman was utterly mistaken, and
he was surprised that he had fallen into
such an error. From the desire of mak-
ing an attack upon him, it seemed that
lie had not paid that attention to de-
tuils which he ought to have done Le-
fore making the attack. The hon. gen-
tleman had accused him (M:.Campbell)
of ereating new offices, mesning therq-
by that the titles of secon. lLinglish
clerk, third English clerk, and short-
hand writer were new. DBut they ap-
pointed none to otlice. The second Eng-
lish clerikc was appointed by this House
in 1868, while they were speaking of
1873. Mr. John George Bourinot, the
son of his friend, the loss of whose ser-
vices to the House he could not but re-
gret, was appointed in 1869 as third
English clerk and shorthand writer.
Messrs. Le Moine and Miller were also
appointed about the same time. Ali
that he and his colleagues had dons
was to give them new titles, and he
would ask the House whether this was
not a partofthe duty assigned to them,
They found these gentlemen in office,
- and as it was part of their duty to dis-
- tribute the labours of the Ilouse, they
~gave these gentlemen certain labours
s to perform. Al that they did was to

[ arrange their duties and change the
name of their office. In the present
2ase, however, three new officers had
been appointed, and in making these
appointments they had entirely gone
beyond the scope contained in the plan
contained in the resolution passed last
session, which was simply to provide
for the readjustment of salaries, but
gave no authority whatever to appoint
two new officers and one new servant
to the House. No such power had
been entrusted to the Committee. He
would have said nothing about it, how-
ever, if the Hon. Minister of Agricul-
ture had not thus stepped out of his
way to make an attack upon him. Had
| the hon. gentleman obtained right in-
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formation on the subject he would have
saved the trouble of making such an at-
tack, and he (Mr Campti)ell) would
have been saved the pain—for it was a
pain—of receiving it. The scale adopt-
ed might be just; he had not seen it.
He would have been disposed to believe
that what they had done had been fair
and reasonable, and his first action
would have been to sappert the action
of that Committee, and in all probabi-
lity he would have supported it; but
he desired, and many of the members
of the House also desired, to see the
matter brought before the Committee
of Contingencies, that it might be dis-
cussed there. He hoped- it would go
there, and if tho hon. gentleman did
not make the motion himselfat an early
date, he should take it upon himself to
do so.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER had the hon.
gentleman’s own signature showing
that three néw offices had been created
for those gentlemen. Had he any right
or any permission from the House to
create these offices 7 He saw positive-
ly that he had none whatever.” 1t was
contrary to the order and instructions
which he had received from the House
in the resolution passed by them, They
were entiticd to increase the salaries,
but had no authority to confer new
titles. The houn. gentleman complainel
that they were bringing a chargs
aguinst him. % was not so at all.
he had been willing to have let the
matter stand, and to have acted as fuirly
towards the Government as they had
acted towards him and bis collengues
in the past, nothing would have been
said, but since he had forced it upon
the attention of the House he surely
could not blame him (the speaker) tor
the steps he had taken. Instead of op-
posing insuch a manner, the hon. leader
ot the Opposition ought to help the Go-
vernment to carry out the affairs of the
House. As to the stutement which had
been made, that the power did not be-
longto the Senate, he denied it entirely,
It did belong to them, and he would al-
ways uphold the rights of the Senate.

Hon. Mr.CAMPBELL~I give notice
that I will move on Monday that the
matter be referred to the Committee on
Contingencies.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—The hon.
gentleman need not do that. Let him
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but show a fair spirit towards us, and
he will see that we will bring the mo-
tion forward.

Hox. MR.CAMPBELL—I have given
notice that I will move on Monday.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER—Your mo-
tion will be perhaps too late.

After the adjournment of two Dbills,
which were not ready, to a later day,

" Hon. Mr. LETELLIER told the
Houso that when he had professed his
willingn ss to move at an early date he
did not think that the leader of the Op-

osition would take the matter out of

is hands. He would, therefore, give
notice that he would make the neces-
sary motion to-morrow.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. LETEL-
LIER, seconded by Hon. Mr. SCOTT,
the House adjourned at ten minutes
past four, r.u.

Friday, February 19, 1875.
STATISTICS COMMITTEE.

After routine,

Hon. Mr. BROWN ypresented the
first report of the Commitice on Statis-
ties, which contained a suguwestion that
the quorum be reduced to tive, and
that leave be granted to the Committee
to sit on Saturdays. Adopted.

MARINE ELECTRIO TELEGRAPHS.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said it was un-
necessary to press his motion for copies
of all despatches received to and from
the Right Hou. Secretary of Sltate,
relative to the bill passed and reserved
for the signitication of Her Majesty's
pleasure during the last Session, enti-
tled “An Act to regulate the Con-
struction and Maintenance of Marine
Electric Telegraphs,” and itsallowance
or disallowance, as well as of any
reports of the Honorable the Minister
of Justice in reference thereto, prior
or subsequent to the said Aect s0
reserved, as the despatches referred to
had since been laid on the Tavle, and
the hon. Secretary of State had had
the kindness to send the report of the
hon. Minister of Justice, the other
report referred to in the motion, and
he would therefore ask the House that

| it might be withdrawn. Withdrawn.
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READJUSTMENT OF SBALARIES.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST.
JUST 'moved that the report of the
Senators appointed last Session on the
readjustment of salaries, be referred to
the Committee on Contingent Accounts
Carried. :

DISCUSSION ON OOMPANY ﬁILLS.

Hon. MR. ALLAN said that the

Hon. Mr. Campbell had requested him
in his absence, if the bill were printed,
to undertake the second ieading of the
Canadian Gas Lighting Company In-
corporation Bill.  This bill was simply
to incorporate certain parties as a Gas
Lighting Company. The camtal was
rated at $300,020, und the shares were
$1,000 each. -The bill centained the
usual provisions, and he proposed to
refer 1t to the Committee on Private
Bills. : :
Hon. Mz. BOTSFORD .asked the
hon. gentleman why this bill should
be brought before the Dominign
Parliament. 1t seemed to him one of
those questions which ought not to be
brought before them, but before a
Local Li%i:lature.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said it would be
remombered that this matter had been
up before, that the bill had passed the
Committee on Standing Orlers, and no
objection had then been made to it on
that ground, though he believed avery
strong desire had been expressed by
tho Chairman and other members of
the Committee that they should
endeavour to get some general rule to
guide them™in their dealings with
gimilar bills.

Hon. Mz, PENNY—Am I to un-
fler_stand that this has been brought in
in any other guise than asa private bill?

An hon. Member—Yeg,

Hon. MR. PENNY—Then it will
save $200. It is certainly as much a
private bill as any of the others.

doN. Mr. SCOTT—Ob, yes, it’s a
private bill. . )

Hon. Mr. PENNY did. not wish to
raise any objection at this stago, but it
seemed to be an extraordinary thing
that while they hud gas companies
from all parts of the Dominion who
went to local legislatures to get their
Acts passed, they shouid have one here
seeking incorporation from the Do-
minion Parliament, on the ground
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that their business was tc be carried
on in all of the Provinces. -

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE~I rise to
a point of Order. The bill is not .
printed in both languages. It will be
botter then to waive the reading till
next Monday. :

Hon, Mr. MILLER remarked, with
regard to the point raised by the hon.
member at the head of the room, (Mr.
Botsinrd) there could be no doubt at
all that the parties applying for this
Lill might attain their object by local
legislation. If the object of the potit
tioners was simply to carry on their
business in ome Province, that object
would be easily attained by the passing
in the Legisluture of that Provinece of
such a bill as that hefore the House,

| but if, on the other hand, it was in-

tended to carry on their operations all
over the Dominion, then it must be
perceived that a great deal of trouble
would be saved by a general act of in-
corporation. Itwas the opinion of the
Compmittee and the House, he believed,
that when a good object like the pre-
sent wasin view it was really theinten-
tion of the company, he understood, to
carry out their operations all over the
Dominion the petition should be
granted. vl

Hon. Mr. PENNY—Every local
company will soon profess the same
intention.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said it had -been
discussed how that could be avoided..
It had been suggested that it would
be well to insert a clause in these bills
which should provide that the powers
granted by the bill would cease unless
it was really the intention of the par-
ties, and the result would soon declare,
to carry on operations over the whole
Doninion. -

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER said the bill
asked for rights not for one single
Province but for the whole Dominion.
They could not therefore go to a Local
Legislature for such & power. It could
only be granted by the Dominion Par-
liament, '

Hox. Mr. DICKEY differed from
the Honorable Minister of Agricutture,
and to his mind the reason that he had
given pointed to a different conclusion.
The petition extepded all .over the
Dominion by virtue of its powers.
| All that was wanted was an Act of




71

incorporation anywhere, and his opin-
ion, an opinion not embraced for the
first time, was that when a company
was incorporated in one Province it
was incorporated in all, and had legal
power to carry out its business all over
the Dominion. Indeed, it was contended
by some that parties incorporated out
of the Dominion might legally bring
suits and recover in it. He, therefore,
could not understand because parties
merely wanted to exercise a right
vwhich was in the gift of every Legis-
lature, why they should come to the
Dominion ' Parliament. Where the
difficulty arose was in the practice of
the Private Bills Committee; he was
throwing no reflection on the Chair-
man of that Committee, whom he be-
lioved had only been Chairman of it for
-a& short time. All that was necessary
for a party wishing for incorporation
here was to profess the intention of
carrying out the operations of the com-
pany all over the Dominion, while the
result was generally that the.ncorpo-
ration was only used for one Province.
If parties could be forced to give this
general obligation when they obtained
. .these joint powers it would be all right.
If posxsible, this evil should be put an
endP to at once, and he thought his hon.
friend was perfectly correct in calling
the attention of the House to it. It
was right in the second reading of a
Bill for opinions to be expressed pro
and con. He had expressed his opin-
ion on the biil which he had seen for
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“the first time that day. He had noth-

ing to say against its subject matter,
but thought that all the powers re-
quired might be obtained just as well
from the Local Legislature. '

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said this was one
of those vexed questions which had
been before the House for some con-
siderable time. In reference to the
course which should be pursued, he
thought for his own part, that unless
the business was intended to be carried
out over the whole Dominion —in
which case Parliament should grant
the necessary rights—bills of this na-
ture should go before a Local Legisla-
ture. A clause should, however, be
introduced similar in purport to that
proposed by the hon. member who had
Just sat down.

The matter then dropped.

[SENATE.]

Negotiations. 72

FIRST READING.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved the first
reading of a bill' entitled “ An Act to
amend the Act to provide for the
organization of the Department of the
Secretary of State for Canada. Car-
ried.

NAVIGATION RETURNS.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS said he did not
know why it was that the navigation
returns, which had been distributed to
the other House, had not also been
distributed to them. The other House
had had five, while’ they only had one
copy. He considered they should be
in the same position.

Hox. Mr. LETELLIER was sorry,
but could not explain it. :

Mz. SIMPSON said the members of
the other House had had their reports
for the last seven or eight days.

On the motion of Mr. LETELLIER,
the House adjourned at half-past three,
P.M. -

Monday, February 22, 1875.
RECIPROCITY NEGOTIATIONS.

After routine, ,

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved :—That
an humble Address be presented to His
Excellency the> Governor Geueral,
praying that His Excellency will cause
to be laid before this House such papers
in connection with the negotiations
with the Government of the United
States for a Treaty of Commercial Re-
ciprocity as may be compatible with
the public interest to submit, and said :
—Hon. gentlemen, in rising to make

"the motion of which I have given

notice, I am sure you will all feel that it
is right and fitting, and will be expect-
ed by the country, that I should take
this earliest opportunity of laying be-
fore the House such a statement of the
recent negotiations between the United
States Government and Great Britain,
in regard to commercial reciprocity
between the United States and Canada,
as may be in the public interest, and
befitt:ng my position. I havethe more
pleasure in doing so because I feol that
in dealing with this matter Lnfore the
Senate, I shal: be sustained by the hon.
gentlemen who compose .this body in
taking an enlarged view of tie whole
question, in leaving aside many frivo-



73

lous criticisms that have been made by
political partizans, and in contending
that becaunse a commercial lreaty is
very advaniageous for one party, it
does mnot follow that it muy not be
equally goud for the other. {ils very
easy to fancy things thatmight advan-
tageously Lave been included or omittedl
inany such arrangement—but it st
be always bornein mind that, when
two parties sit down to make a bargain
the result arrived at cannot be what
each desires to obtain, but what hoth
will consent to. The meritor demerit
of every such compact must thevefore
be tested by looking at it in its beur-
ings as a whole, and not by minute
dissection of minor points. I shall not
waste time by entering into any ela-
borate argument as to the advantages
which must flow from throwing dowu
the barriers in the way of interaationul
cominerce between two counities so
contiguous to each other as arve the
United States and this Dominion. We
have ample proof of this in the com-
mercial history of Great Britain since
the union of the three kingdoms. e
have it still more markedly in tho
great material results directly flowing
from the free interchange ot products
between the several States ot the neigh-
bouring Republic. And nowhere can
be found a more gratifying illustration
of the grand results that flow from
commercial freedom than we huve in
the prozress of our own Dominion since
the accomplishment, of Coniuileration.
Tuough the customs barrics against
inter-trattic botween B.N.A. Piovinco s
have only been removed since July
1367, the united foreign commerce of
the Provinees hus risen from an annaal
average for thirteen years beifore coi
federation Q§'$115,()i)0,()0",), to thoe enor-
Inous amount ir. the seventi yearafl v
it, of $240,000,000. Twenty-live yeurs
ago the subject of commervial recipro-
city was, 1 believe, quite a+ weli it ot
better understood by the people of Can-
ada than it iy now. It tweaty-one
yearssince the Treaty of 1854 went into
operalion; but it took six ysurs to
negotiate it, and during that time the
people  of the Provinces beeame
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ous advantages which flow from such
arrangements ; and if the sfatesmen
who conducted the negotiations of thoxe

434

years were present to-day, they would
hear with astonishment that any mem-
ber of this chamber entertained a
doubt as to the enormous advantage
which 1must acerue to both conntries
from the consummation otsuch aTrealy
as that which has been recently dis-
cussed. It is only nine years since the
old Treaty of 1854 was Dbrought to a
close by the action of the United States
Government. The wonderful success
which attended that Treaty, ix shown
by the fact that the interchange of
traffic between the Unitea States and
the British North American Provinces,
during the thivteen years of its contin-
nance nereased trom $33,000,000 in the
year immedintely preceding that in
which the Treaty went into operation,
to no less than $84,000,000 in 1865—
the year in which it was repealed.
Sinee 18356 there have been several
negotiations with the United States for
the renewal of the old Treaty. T will
briefly rofer to each of them, not for
the purpose o. drawing invidions com-
parisons,—for I hope nothing will cross
my lips to-day to cxcite party feeling
~but simply sor the purpose of show-
ing clearly the pas: history and present
position of the Reciprocity question.
Such questions as this, sheuld, L think,
be regarded trom a higher point than
that of mere partisanship. Weare all
alike conceined in the prosperity of
our foreign commerce, and in recdring
good relations with our powerful
neighlonrs —and to these ends we
should all heartily contribute, what-
ever party may be in power, or charged
with the negotintions. In the negotia-
tions of 18556 for a renewal of tho
Treaty, offors were made to the
American (fovernment by our then
Finance Minister, Sir A. T. Galt, which,
in my opinion, vught not to have Leen
madc. The Government then existing
in Canada was the (oalition Govern-
ment, {ored in 1864 for the special
purpose of carrying confederation of
the whole British North American
Provinces. 1 was a rember of that
Government—and, as is well known,
it was in consequence of the policy
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horout} | adopted by my colleagues in the .con-
thoroughly conversant with the vaui- |

duet or the yeciprocity negotiation
that, I {elt compelled to resign my
position as President of' the Lixecutive

Council. I vesigned hecause I felt very
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stroncly that thongh we in Canada
derived great advantage from the
Treaty of 1854, the Ameriesn people
derived still greater advantage from
it. [ had no ohjection to that—and
was quite ready to renew the old
Treaty, or even to extend it largely on
fair terms of reciprocity.  But I was

Reciprocity
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not willing to ask for renewal as a |
favor to Canada—1 was not willing to ¢
offer special inducements for renewal

without fair concessions in return—I
was not willing that the canals and
inland waters of Canada
made the joint property of the United
States and Canada, and he maintziued
at their joiut expense. L was not wil-
ling that the customs and excise dutiex

of Canada shoull be assimilated to the !

prohibitory rates of the United Riates
—and very especirby was [ unwilling

that any such arrancement should he

entered into with the nited States,
dependant on the frail tenure of reci-
procul legislation, repealable at any
moment at the caprice of either party.,
1 firmly helieved that good as the
Reciprocity Treaty  had  heen  tor
Canada—in the event of repeal; we hal
a commercial policy of our own open
to us for adoption not greatly inferior
to that we would be deprived ot—und
»unless we had a Treaty tor a definhe
term of years, and on conditions of fair
reciprocity, without such cmbarrassing
entanglements as were proposed. 1 was
willing that the Treaty of” 1854 should
be vepealed, and each vountry left to
follow its own course. My colleagnes
determinerd to proceed in the manmner
I deprecated ; I coukl not be respon-
sible for such a policy; and to avokl
vespousibility fovr it, I vesigned office.
The Government sent  deputies 1o
Washington to oltain, it possible, legis-
lative reciprocity—they did all they
could to obtain it, but without success,
and the Treaty of 1854 came to an cad
on the 17th of March, 1864, 1lonoralile
gentlemen,—1 have not changed my
opinions from what they were in De-
cember, 1863, 1 still believe that
Canada largely profited by the Treaty
of 1854, but that the Americans pro-
fited by it stiil more; and e all know
now—tor we have tested it —that
‘Canada has a commereinl policy of her
own, but little, if at all, inferior fo that
she was deprived of in 1866. Not-

should be
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withstanding this T am still strongly in
favor of a commereial treaty with the
United States for a definite number of
years—and so long as it was just and
profitable to Canada, I should bLe all
the better pleased the more profitable
it preved to our American friends, It
is always well to have two strings to
one's how-—it cannot possibly be in-
jurious to secure aceess to a market of
forty millions of people, at the price of
permitting onrown people to huy some
of’ their wares from them free from
customs duties.  Treaties of the com-
prehensive chavacter of' that proposed
with the United States oaght not to be
—cunnot be—adjusted Ly ounee sealex,
By the removal of all artificial barricrs
in the way of & fair exchange of the
produets of jdostery — both parties
must henetit.  No man sells unless he
henetits by dolng so—and Bo one buys
unless he finds odvantage in it.  And
who shall tell when two conntries theow
open their vespective marke(s to each
other; which of them derives most ad-
vantage from the arrangement? It
{akes years of practical experience to
obtain data for such a comparizon—
and the ramifications of commercinl
inter changes are so far-reaching and so
arions and complicated that it s
herdly possible 10 judge with accuracy
on which side the balanee twrns. More
than one etlort was made by the late
Government for the renewal of the old
Treaty between 1866 and 1869, In
1869 tormal negotiations were cntered
into with the Amecrican Government,
and the projet of a treaty was presented
tor discussion.  The negotiations con.
tinued from July, 1869, to March, 1870.
This projet inclided the cession for a
torm ot years of our fisheries to the
United States; the enlargement and
cujoyment of our canal-;"the tree en-
Jovment of the navigation of the St.
Lawrcenee River; the assimilation of
our customs and excise duaties; the con-
cession of an import duty equal to the
internal revenne taxes of the United
States; and the free admission into
either country of certain manufactui es
of'the nther., Tiis negotiation ended
abruptly in March, 1870—but it 13 in-
stractive to observe, anl I refer to it
tor the purpose of pointing out that
from the repeal of the old Treaty in
1866, up to the recent negotiations,
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the Government of Canada has always !

held the most liberal views as to the
considerations that might be included
in a treaty with the United States,
The negotiation of 1870 was =oon fol-
lowed by the High Joint Commission,
nominally for the adjustment of our
fishery disputes, but in reality for the
settlement of the Alabana embroglio.
We all know what was the cost io
Canada of that negotiation. The fish-
eries of the St. Lavwrence went from us
for twelve years. The navigation of
the St. Lawrence wis presented to the

United States in perpetuity.  The use

of our canals was ceded to them for
twelve years. And o show exactly
the position to which the relations of
the two countries were then reduced, it
Will not be eemed unfitting that [
ﬂhould‘ read a few short extracts from
tfle official protocols of the High Joint
Commissioners,  And tirst as to owr
mvaluable sea-coast fisheries :—

The question of the fisheries was discussel
a} the Uonfeyeuce of the 6th March, 1871,
nhen the British Commissioners stated that

they considered that the Reciprocity Treaty
of the 5th June, 1834, should be restored in
principle. The American Commissioners de-
clined to assent to a renewal of the former
Re‘c%n'ucnty Treaiy.””  They said :

‘ That that Treaty had proved unsatisfactory
1o the people of the Unitzd States, and coase-
quently had beeu terminated by notice trom
the Government of the United States, in pur-
suance of its provisions. Its renewal was not
in their interest, and, would not be in accor-
dance with the sentiments ¢f thair people

At conferences held on the 7th, 20th, 22ad
and 25th of Mareh, the American Commission.
er3 stated :

‘* That if' the value of the inshore fisheries
could be ascectained, the United States might
prefer to purchiase, for a sum of money, The
right to enjoy m perpeteity the use of these
inshore fisheries in common izl British fizher-
men, and mentioned $1,900,000 as 1hs sum
they were prepared to offer. The Br.tish Com-
missioners replied that this offer was, they
;:ggugll:]t, wholly inadequaie, and that no ar-
aduilgi:sient' would be acceplable of which the
o 3}% into the Ul')ll.c([ States, free of duty,
not forms a]’rpduf:c of the British fisheries did
ment fon ll]:.xrt, adding that any arrange-
inehors ﬁs‘;;rgxléq%:lsmon by purchase o¢ the
grave hjetion 1:Lrpczuny v ‘13‘ opex: to
mils)s‘;“"g_w‘h:*se disenssions the British Com-
o9s1oners contended  that  these  inshore
tisheries were of preat value, and that the
most satisfactory arrangement for their use
would be a reciprocal tari® arrangement and
recxpr‘oclty in the cousting trade  The Ameri-
¢can Commissioners repifed that their value
was over-estimated: that the United States
desired to secure tuc:: enjoyment not for their
commercial or intrinzic value, but for the
burpose of removing a source of irritation,
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and that they could hold out no hope that the

» Congress ot the Uaited States would give its

cansent to such a tariff’ arrangement a3 was
projrosed, or to any extended plan of recipro-
cal free admission of the products of the two
countries.  But that inasmuch as one branch
of Congress had recently more than once ex-
pressed itself in favor of the abolition of
duties on coal and salt, they would propose
that coal, salt, and fish bz reciprocally ad-
mitted free. and that * + * *
they would further propose that lumber be
admitted free from duty, from and after the
1st of July, 1874.” The British Comimission-
ers, on the 17th of April, stated that this
off :r was ‘regarded as inadequate ; that Her
Majesty’s Government coasidered that free
lumber should be grantel at once, and that
the proposed tariil’ concassions should be sup-

plemeated by a money paymeat.! TheAmeri-
can Commissioners t-en statad that they
withdrew tite proposal which  they had

previously made of the reciprocal free admis-
sion of coal, salt, and fish, and of lumber,
arier July ist, 13747 * * M * *
They express:d thelr willingaess to “ concede
free fish and fish oil as an eqaivalent for the
use of the inshore fisheries, and to make the
arrangement for a term of years: that they
were of opinion that free fish and fish oil
would be more thaa an equivaleat for those
lisheries; but that they were also willing to
agree to a reference to determiae that question
and the amount of any money paymeat that
might be foand necessarv o compleie aa
equivalent.”  Tha Beitish Commissioners on
18th April, accepted this proposal, and aruicles
XVIHI to XXV there anent were agreed to.

“The British Commissionzrs proposed to
take into consideration thequestion of opru oy
the coasting trade of tue tak:s veciprocally
to each party, which was declined ”

‘ The British Commissioners proposed to
tak~ into consideration the reciprocal registra -
tion of vessels as between the Dominion of
‘anad v and the United Staies, whica was dz-
clined.”

‘At the Conference on the 23r1 March, the
A'l’nencm Commissioners  stated  that :—
PUaless the Welland Canal shonld be en-
larged so a3 to accommoudate the present
courss of trade, they should not be dispose
to muake any coucessions, &e.” * * *
At the Couference on the 27th March the
* proposed enlargement of the Canadian
cauals was further discussed. It was stat.d
on the part of the British ¢ ommissioners that
the Canadian Government were now consid-
ering the expediency ot enlarging the cipacity
of the canals on the River Si. Luwrenc, and
had already provided for the eaiargement of
th: Wellind Canal, which would be uuder-
taken without delay.”

Hon. gentlemen would see by thesc
extracts from the official records of
the Iigh Joint Commissioness how.
very humble a position in the eyes of
the Commissioners Canada held as a
negotiator with tho United States for
rveciprozal commereial aldvantages, and
to show tho eifect of the concessions
ma:le by that Commission, I will now
read from a speech mads by Sir A. T..
Galt, in' the Canadian House of Com-
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mons, on 24th February, 1871, in
reference to the appointment of that
Commission, and ths great danger that

seciows injury might be done by it 1o

o -
Canalian interests.  Siv Alexander
Galt used the fotlowing language :

# The fisheriss were of paramount impor-
tance to us  They meaut an hmportant sourc:
or emnioym-ni aad trade to s, and a field for
the training up ot seam=n, Th ¥ have intrn-
sic merits also, Th-y econstituted valuable
means of comme ~ial exchange with the
United States—means of secaring useful
trading equivnlents from  our neighbors It
wa3s he way we dealt with the fishe ies and
navigation of the St. Lawrence, upon which
depended onr future -dvantag - and =uperinrity
with the Unitet States. in negotiating any
commere al convention. [t we male an im-
proper use of them—if we lost those ad-

vantages we should be placed in a position of |

iate oci.v, having nothing to off -r fur en viable
opportunities.”

Sir Al:xander Gait wound up his
specch by moving the Hilywing asoae
oi a series of Resolitions, earnestly
deprecating interterence by the Com-
mission with the teeritovial rights of
the people of Canala :

¢ That this House has always been, and now
is, prepared to concede the most fiee and wire-
stricted use of the fisheries and inland navi-
gation to the United States, upon receiving-as
an equivalent therefvr, complete compensatign
iu the modification of the Unitet States cum-
mercial system, directed to the more free and
liberal interchang= of the products of labo:
in the twu countrics. .

¢ That the concession to the United States
of the freedom of the fisheries and of the St
Laarence, without compensation, would
place  Canada in  almost disadvaniageous
position for ratuee negotiations, by depriving
her ot the means of offering suy adequate
equivalent for those concessions she is de-
sirons of obtaining from that patign ™

Other negotiations toolk place after
the Treaty of Washington was signed,
but to these it is not now necessary to
reier.  Such  then, honorable gentle-
men, was the position ot the Reci-
procity question when Sir John Mae-
doicdd’s Government resigned and the
preseai Administration came  into
powee. And to show the light in which
the Right Honorable gentleman who
leads the Opposition in the House of
Commons then regarded (he situation,
I will now read from u speech of that
gentleman, made in the other Chamber

in March, 1874, when the announce- |
>arliamont that 1

meat was made to
had been associated with Sir Edward
Thornton in the renewal of negotia-
tions:—
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“1is hon. fricnd from West Toronto haa
thrown out u remark which would discourage
the negotiaiions at Washington, because he
had stated that the old Reciprocity Treaty,
i they obtained that, would not give satisfac-
tion (o the ecountry, a3 something more wds
wanted.  Now, if they were only to be con-
snjted in making snch a treaty, they could put
in what they thought proper; but there were
two sides to the question, and what our
negaotiator had to think of was, not whether we
shonld get all we required, but to get as much
as possible. He should be very glad to see
Canada get the old Reciprocity Treaty., He
hiad no bopes that we would succeed in g-tting
it in its entirety, but it the hon. gentieman
made an approxumation to it he should be
exceedingly glad. Il they could protect the
salt, wool, and timber interests, so much the
hetter; and if they could open the market still
more, so much the greater gain for Canada.
Th -y should not scan ton much the coness-ions
made on the part of the United States, so "ong
Qs onr cone:s3ioas were not too great on oo
o:her side.”

Lae iight hooy ger’ent. at the
very momeint waed vine men wan hal
relieved him ol the cares of oftice
were about opening negotlations  at
Washingtoin, might well have omitteld
50 inconsiderate u stitement as that
even a small portion of the old teeaty
would be acceptible to Canada in ex-
change 1or what he (Sie Joln Al
Macdonald) had left it in our power to
otfer to the United States. [ cannot
Lut think it was exceedingly wrong
that such a statement should have
been made, with the certain knowledge
that it would be carried to Washing-
ton, and be used there in depreciating
the value of our concessions to the
Anmericans, While agreeing with both
oi" the hon. gentlemen from whose
speeches I have read, as to the injurious
influence of the Washington Treaty
coucessions on our position as negotia-
tors with the Republic, I entirely
dissent from them in their assumption
that, apart from the use of our great
sea tisheries and the free navigation of
the St. Lawreuce, we have not com-
mercial advantages to offer to the
Americans quite equal in value to any
we seck frrom them, I venture to think
that this error has tinged all their
negotiations at Washington, and that
a ciose cnquiry as to the value to the
United States of the commereial
traftic alone botween the Republic and
the British Provinces for a long series
of years pust would show it to have
greatly surpassed in mportance and
profit any oihes branch of their foreign
commerce, except their direct trade
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with the British Isles. I have never
doubted that our neighbours, if they
did n t already recognize this fact
would como ere long to acknowledge
it—and that the value of tho vast
carrying-trade thoy derive from us,
of the great saving in cost of transpor-
tation realized from the frec use of
our internal navigation, and of their
lucrative enjoyment of our Atlantic-
coast fisheries, would come home to
them more clearly as the settloment
loomed nearer in the distance, that
must be made, and cannot be evaded,
some seven or eight years hence, when
the concessions of the High Joint
mmissioners shall come to an end.
It was in this belief that the present
Canadian Government re-opened nego-
tiations at Washington—not, as has
bee.n. diligently asserted by their
tht_ncal opponents, with hLat in hand,
ut in the frank, independent attitude
of men who asked no favours hut
believed they had ample cquivalents
to offer for all they sought to obtain.
The time of their going to Washington
was not of their selection—they had to
g0. The 22nd and 23rd articles of the
Washington Treaty rendered it abso-
lately necessary that they should do
80. Lot me read the words:—

“ ArTioLe XXII.—Inasmuch as it is asserted
by the Government of Her Britannic Majesty
that the privileges accorded to the citizens of
the United States under Article XVIII of this
Treaty are of greater value than those accorded
by Articles X{X and XXI ofthis Treaty to the
subjects of Her Britanuic Majesty, and this
asgertion is not admitted by the Government
of the United States: it is further agreed that
Commissioners shall be appointed to determine,
baving regard to the privileges accorded by
the United States to the subjects of Her

Britannic Majesty, as stated in Articles XIX
and XXI of Jthisy"l‘rent e y

C . Treaty, the amount of any
compensation which, in their opinion, ought to

be paid by the Government of the United
Btates to the Government of Her Britannic
Majesty in return for the privileges accorded
to the citizens of the United States under
Article XVIII of this Treaty; and that any
sum of money which the said Commissioners
gmy 80 award shall be paid by the United
States Government, in a gross sum, within
twelve months after such award shall have
been given.” :

‘ ArTIcLE XXIIL.—The Commissioners re-
ferred to in the preceding Article shall be ap-
pointed jn the following manner, that is to
say : One Commissioner shall be named by
Her Brgtanmc Majesty, one by the President of
the United States, and a thirdby Her Britannic
Majesty and the President of the United States
con{omtly ; and in cage the third Commissioner
shall not bave been so named within a perlod
of thr&o months from the date when this Xrticle
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shall take effect, then the third Commissioner
shall be named hy the representative at Lon~
don of Ilis Majesty the Emperor of Austriaand
King of Hungary. In case of the death, ab-
sence or incapacity of any Commissioner, orin
the event of any Commissioner omitting or
ceasing to act, the vacancy shall be filled in
the manner hereinbefore provided for making
the original appointment, the period of three
monthd in case of such snbstitution being cal-
culated from the date of the happeningot the
vacancy.

* The Commissioners so named shall meet in
the City of Halifax, in the Province of Nova
Scotia, at tl e earliest convenient period after
they have been respectively named, and shall,
before proceeding to any business, make and
subscribe a solemn declaration that they will
impartially and carefully examine and decide
the matters referred to them to the best ot their
judgment, and according to justice and equity;
and such declaration shall be entered on the
record of their proceedings.

‘‘ Eagh of the High Contracting Parties shall
also name one person to attend the Uommission
as its agent to represent it generally in all
watters connected with the Commission.”

Mr. Rothery, a distinguished English
juris consult and Registrar of the High
Court of Admiralty, arrived in Canada
shortly betore the late Government left
office in 1873, as the duly appointed .
agent ot the British Government to got
up the case of Canada in the Fishery
arbitration provided for by these arti-
cles. I know nothing of what passed
between either the late or the present
Government and Mr. Rothery, while
he was at Ottawa; but in passing
through Toronto on his way to Wash-
ington, Mr. Rothery saw several pro-
minent public men with a view to ac-
quiring information as to the value of
our sca-coast fisheries and the best
mode of collecting evidence to sustain
our claim, and amongst whom I had
the honour to be included. I availed
myself of the opportunity to express to
Mr. Rothery my strong conviction that
the submission to any three arbitrators
of the power to place a cash value on
our great sea fisheries was exceedingly
distasteful to the great mass of the
Canadian people. 1reminded him that
Canada in 1854 conceded these fisheries
to the United States for a teim of years
as part of a commercial arrangement
between the two countries, and I von-
tured to suggoest how much better it
would be were the same thing repeated
now, and the concession of the fisheries
merged in a goneral treaty of commer-
cial reciprocity for a term of yea.s and
on a mutually advantageous basis. I
expressed my belief to Mr, Rothery
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that if he could succeed in bringing
this about he would confer a great
benefit on both coyntrics, and establish
good relations between them for years
to come, and that probably he might
tind that the United States Government
not disinclined to entertain the propo-
sition. - Who, that owns a property of
enormous value, would voluntarily
consent to dispose of it for a price to be
determined by three persons of whose
very names he was ignorant ? Would
he not say, ¢ let us dispense with arbi-
trators ; tell me the compensation you
propose, and then I will tell you if I
will dispose of it ?” Who can tell what
view may be taken of our fishories by
the empire selected by the Austrian
ambassador ? Would the Americans
be satisfied it he gave an award cqual
to the great estimate that we place
upon them ?  And what would be the
feeling of our people if he named a sum
much under their expectation? Nay,
in view of the vast annual value now
drawn from the St. Lawrence fisheries
—the oxhawstless character of those
fisheries—the rapidly increasing popu-
lation of' this Continent depended on
them for daily supplies of fish—and the
fact that there is no other fishery in
the world to enter into competition
‘with them—wvhat greater folly could
be imagined than to have a money
value placed upon them at all? M.
Rothery went on to Washington, and
some weeks after 1 had the pleasure of
learning from him that he had sug-
gested the substitution of a general
commercial treaty for the Fishery Ar-
bitration—and there was some hopo of
'its being favourably entertained. But,
meantiime, the Canadian Government
had been moving in the matter, and in
February, of last year, I was informed
by them that there was some move-
ment at Washington in favour of a re-
newal of the old Reciprocity Treaty,
and they were anxious that I should
visit that city, unofficially, and ascer-
tain what were the prospects of success.
I went immediately to Washington
and had the advantage of discussing
the whole subject with many of the
prominent public men of the Republie.
1 heard a very general desire expressed
for the establishment of better com-
mercial relations with Canada, if terms
could be arranged to mutual satisfac-
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tion; this I communicated to Govern-
ment on my return home. Ofthe official
action that followed I have no personal
knowledge, but on the 17th March a
commission was issued, under the great
seal of Great Britain, appointing Sir
Edward Thornton and ‘myself joint-
plenipotentiarics on the part of Her
Majesty to negotiate a Treaty of Fish-
eries, Commerce and Navigation with
the (rovernment of the United States.
On the 28th March the negotiation was
formally opened, and I will now read,
from the official record, an extract
showing tho position held in the maiter
by the Canadian Government:—

“When Her Majesty's advisers invite the
Government of the United States to reconsider
the whole commercial relations of the Republic
and the Dominion, with a view to placing
them on a friendly and durable basis of recip-
rocal advantage, the question naturally pre-
sent3 itself, how it comes that, having prospered
so well since the repeal of the ﬁeciptocity
Treaty of 1851, Canada now seeks for its res-
toration. The answer is as natural as the
(uestion. The population of the United States
is forty millions, and that of the Dominion is
but four mill ons. The boundary between
them is fur the most part but a surveyor's line,
often unknown even to those who live beside
it; and i1 is of the utmost importance to Can-
ada that common interests and mutual good
will should exist between the countries. And
what so conducive to this end as commmercial
intercourse generously carried on and mutual-
ly profitable? The people of Canada are not
ignorant that a market necar at hand is better
than a distant one; and good as their present
markets are, they would gladly have the old
one in addition. They comprehend the barrier
that custom-house gestricsions throw in the
way evea of the existing traftic ; and they seek
to have these withdrawn. They are proud of
their own St. Lawrence route, and intend to
improve it to the uttermost for the benefit of
the great West and Canadian traffic : but would
gladﬁy use the ocean ports and other channels
of commerce of the Republic, when freights
and fares and friendly reciprocity draw them in
that direction. And very great as have been
the advantages always accruing to the United
States from reciprocity, the Canadians can find
only cause of rejoicing at that, so long as they
themselves continue to enjoy that moderate
degree of prosperity with which Providence
has blessed them. 'iYhere is no mystery in their
desire that the commercial relations of the Re-
public and the Dominion should be placed on
the most kindly and unfettered and mutually
advantageous basis consistentwith their respec~
tive existing obligations, and with that connec-
tion with Great Britain which the Dominion so
ha.?;iily enjoys.

‘It was with these views, and in this spirit,
that the Canadian Administration availed itself
of the opportunity presented b&’/ the twenty-
second Article of the ’l'reat?7 of Washington to
represent to Her Majesty’s Government the
advantage that would accrue to both countrics
by the substitution of a satisfactory commer-
¢ial treaty in lieu of the money compensation
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to be paid (under arbitration) by the United
States, for twelve years’ enjoyment of the coast
fisheries of the Dominion. 1t was felt that if
the large value placed by the Canadian people
on their fisheries were not reasonably compen-
sated by the results of the arbitration, a feeling
of dissatisfaction might be engendered in the
Provinc-s, not conducive to international har-
mony ; and that if, on the other hand, an award
were made equal to the confident anticipations
of the Provinces, the good feeling restored in
the United States by the Treaty of Washingten
might be sensibly impaired. To merge the
matter in a general measure of mutual com-
mercial concession, for the mutual advartage
of both parties, and with injury or injustice to
neither, seemed the fitting conclusion to be ar-
rived at by the Governments of two great na-
tions. Her Majesty’s Ministers were pleased to
adopt the suggestion of the Canadian Govern-
ment, and the matter having been brought
under the attention of the Sccretary of Siate
and throngh him to the notice of the President
of the United States, a friendly response was at
once received, and the necessary measur-s in-
Stituted for opening foimal negotiations.”
Honorable gentlemen may therefore
dismiss from their minds the false im-
pression that the initiation of this
negotiation by the gentleman on the
Treasury Benches was in the slightest
degree improper or undignified. And
I take this opportunity of expressing
my regretthat heated partisans outside
the walls of Parliament should have
spoken of the attitude held by the
nited States Government in thése
negotiations as if it had been intended
to delude or overreach. Nothing
could be _more unfounded or unjust.
The President of the United States,
the Secretary of State, and all the other
distinguished persons who took an
interest in the negotiations, with
hardly an exception, showed the most
friendly feeling towards Canada, and a
sincere desire to bring about more
satistactory commercial relations. True
they naturally enough looked at the
question from their own point of view
—and sought to get an advantageous
arrangement for their country; but
they JDever concealed or undervalued
the difficulties that stood in the way of
success—and to the unsettled condition
of the country and the financial diffi-
cultlor} now pressing for adjustment,
may, 1n a great measure, be attributed
the unfavorable advice in the matter
recently given to the President by the
Senate of the United States. And
now let me call the attention of honor-
able gentlemen to the manner in which
the negotiations proceeded—and very
especially to the fact that all that was
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sought by the British Plenipotentiaries
was simply the renewal, for a term of
years, of the old Reciprocity Treaty,
and the concurrent abandonment of
the Fishery Arbitration. From the
American Government came the sug-
gestion of an enlargement of the scope
of the old treaty. Mr. Fish suggested
the enlargement of our canals, and he
was at once informed that the Cana-
dian Government was ready to treat
for their eonlargement. Mr. Fish
suggested the addition of manufactures
to the free list of the proposed Treaty,
and here is the reply that was made as
officially recorded :—

““Inm regard to the addition of certain clagses
of manufactures to the free list under the old

treaty, we reminded Mr, Fish that the revenue
of the €anadian Dominion was largely obtained

,

{ from a fifteen per cent. ad valorem duty on

manufactured goods, and that any articles
made free in Canada under agreement with
any foreign country must be made free to Great
Britain. But we added that the Government
of Canada was desirous to afford every facility
for the encouragement of extended commercial
relations between the Republicand the Domin-
ion, in the belief that nothing could tend more
to their mutual advantage, not only in a pecu-
niary gense, but as tending to foster and
strengthen those friendly feelings that ought
eminently to prevail between two peoples main-
ly derived from the same origin, speaking the
same language, and occupying the geographic
position towards each other of the United
States and Canada. We conveyed to Mr.
Figh the assurance of the Canadian Govern-
ment, that acting’in this spirit, and in the con-
fidence that we would be met in 1he same spirit
by the Government of the Republic, the assent
of Canada will be heartily given to any measure
calculated to promote the free and zzir inter-
change of commodities, to reduce the cost of
transportation, or conduce to the joint advan-
tage of the two countries, so that it be not
seriously prejudicial to existing industrial
interests of the Canadian people.’

It was then suggested that a projet
of a Treaty should be prepared, to
form the basis of discussion. That was
agreed to—and a projet was according-
ly prepared and presented to the Ameri-
can Government by the British Com-
missioners, It suggested :—

1.—That the duration of the Treaty
should be twenty-one years.

2.—That all the conditions of the
old Treaty of 1854 should be renewed.

3.—That the following add'tional
articles should be added to the Free
List of the old Treaty :—

Agricultural implements—to be defined.

Bark, extracts of, for tanning purposes.

Bath bricks.

Bricks for building purposes.
Earth ochres, ground or unground.
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Manufactures of iron and steel--to be de-
fined.

Manufactures of iron or stecl, and wood
jointly—to be defined.

Manufactures of wood—to be defined.

Mineral and other oils.

Plaster, raw or calcined.

Salt.

Straw.

Stone, marble or granite, partly or wholly
cut, or wrought.

4.—That the Fishery Avbitration
provision of the Washington Treaty
should be abandoned.

- b.—That tho entire coasting trade

of the United States and Canada should
be thrown open to the shipping of
both countries.

G6.—That the Welland and St. Law-
rence Canals should be enlarged forth-
with,80 a3 to admit of the passage of ves-
sels 260 feot long, 45 feet beam, and a
depth ejual to that of the Liake har-
bors.

7.—That the Canadian, New York,
and Michigan Canals should be thrown
open to the vessels of both countries
on terms of complete equality; and
with full power to tranship cargo at
the entrance or outlet of any ot the
said canals.

8.—That the free navigation of Lake
Michigan should be conceded forever
to Great Britain, as the free naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence River had
been conceded to the United States by
the High Joint Commission, in 1871.

9.—That vesscls of ali kinds built in
the United States or Canada should be
entitled to registry in either country,
with all the advantages pertaining to
home-built vessels.

10.—-That a Joint Commission should
be formed and continued, charged with
the deepening and maintaining in effi-
cient condition the navigation of the
St. Clair and Detroit Rivers and Lake
St. Clair.

11.—That a similar Joint Commis-
sion should be formed and maintained
for secaring tho erection and proper
regulation of lighti-houses on tho Great
Lakes,

12.—That a similar Joint Commis-
sion should be formed and maintained
to promote the protection and propa-
gationof fish in the inland waters com-
mon te both countries.

13.—That the citizens of cither
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country should be entitled to letters
patent for new discoveries in the other
country on the same terms as the citi-
zons of that country enjoyed.

14+—That joint action for the pre-
vention of smuggling along the lines
should be a subject of consideration and
co-operation by the Customs author-
ities of the two countries.

Time was of course needed for con-
sideration of these suggestions and for
enquiry and discussion in regard to
them, and it very soon became mani-
fest that the absence of exact knowl-
edge as to the inter-traffic between the
Republic and the Provinces in past
yoars, as to the actual operation of the
Treaty of 1854 during the thirteen
yeary it was in force, and as to the ad-
vantage to be gained by our neighbors
from access to onr markets in our im-
proved position,—stood greatly in the
way of successful negotiation. The
misapprehensions found to exist as to .
the condition of Canada, her revenue,
her foreign commerce, her shipping,
her railway system, and the extent
and prosperity of her various industrial
avocations was truly marvellous. On
every hand, and from very unexpected
quarters, you heard it alleged as beyond
question that the commerce between
the countries in bygone years had been
of little account to them, but always
in our favor ; that our neighbors bought
trom us pretty much all we had to sell,
while we bonght little or nothing from
them; that the Reciprocity Treaty
made the matter much worse, and
enriched us at their expense, and that
the abolition of the Treaty of '54 had
bronght us well nigh to our wits end.
1 do not mean to suy that such mis-
takes as theso wero found among many
of the prominent statesmen at Wash-
ington, but with a very large propor-
tion of the politicians congregating at
the Capital such ideas were sincerely
cutertained, and unhesitatingly affirm-
ed. TLet me give you an example. I
had the good fortune to meet a well-
known statesman, equally remarkable
for his ability, high personal character
and kindness of heart, as for the ex-
treme nature of his Protectionist opin-
jons.  The rubject of the proposed
Treaty came up, and 1 ventared to ex-
press the hope that it wosld receive a
more friendly reception tromn him than
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had been accorded to a previous one.
“ What possible good,” was his cxcla-
mation, “can wg get from a Trealy
“with Canada! When the last Treaty
“existed, we took everything from you
“that you had to sell, and you took
“nothing from us.” % Surely,” I re-
pliad, “you are not stating this seri-
“ously.” “Of course I am,” said he;
“surely you don’t deny that it was
80?” My reply was that I not only
denied it, but was prepared to show,
beyond the shadow of a doult, and
from the official returns of the United
States that from 1820 up to 1864 the
inhabitants of the British Provinces
had bought from the United States
merchandise and produce to the extent
of over $150,000,000 in cxcess of what

® States had bought from them in

©8amo years. I said I had no faith
myself in'what was termed “the bal.
ance of trade,” but if there was any
trath in it, the traffic of the United
States with the Provinces must be all
th?-t could be desired, for up to the
third year before the Treaty was re-
pealed it always showed a large an-
nual balance against Canada. 1o was
utterly incredulons — indignantiy in-
credulous—though my stafemnent was
strictly aceurate. Bt said 12—« Tc
us suppose that you aro correct—Ilet us
suppose that during all these past years
you bought a vast amount from Cana-
da and we bought very little from you
—way that a very groat disadvantage
to }'ou? Do you think your merchants
an traders would have fl cked over as
they did o the lumber-mills and faem

Yards and factories anl Ashing-ports of

the Provinces to buy our stufi' to the
extent of many millions per annum
uqless.they got profit Ly it? They
might~have done it onee or twice with
zflo?s—but would they have done it for
]mf'()'e!)'e_ﬂ?'s 1 succession, steadily and

SCLY 1nereasing the amount of their
purchu‘ses from year to year? And
apart from the great 1)1'053{3 that nust
have been realizo] hy the ve-sale of the
goqu, was there not great gaing to the
United States from the transportation
of all that stuft overland to your ocean
ports, and in shipping it from them in
your sea-going vessels to foreign coun-
trie:?” 1 made very little impresion
on my Protectionist friend, and hisca e
is but one out of a great man y similar
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to it. Ard, indeed, it is hardly to be
wondered at that very great misappre-
Lension should exist in the United
States as to our traftic with that coun-
try.  Until the B.N.A. Colonies were
confederated in 166%, all the Provinces
were izolated from cach other, their
public accounts and trade and naviga-
tion returns wes e published separately,
if published formally at all, their, cus-
toms and excise duties were entirely
ditferent, and’ their shipping returns
were made up scparately, if made up
at all. No clear statement of the united
traffic of ail the Provinces with the
American Republic in past years was
ever complied until last year—we, our-
selves, in Canada, were 1gnorant of its
vast extent—and the abrence of re-
liable data left us open to the misre-
presentations of our Protectionist op-
ponents in the Republie.  Put our
traffic together in one account and
hardly could a branch of trade in the
United States be named which did not
profit by it—hut take the traffic of the
several Provinces apart and there was
hardly a branch of trade that could not
be shown froin the example of someo
one Province to buy nothing of that
sort.  Upper Canada was thown' to
send wheat and flour to the United
States every year to great amounts—
and the attention of Western farmers
was pointed carnestly to the fact—but
it was carefully omitted to be told at
the same time, that Nova Scotia, New
Branswick, Newfoundland, and Prince
Edward I«land took much more of
these commodities from the United
States than the ~tates took from Upper
Canada. Cape Breton and Nova Scotia
were shown to send a few hundred
thousand tons of coal to the Boston
and New York markets—and the in-
dignant protests of Pennsylvania were
hurled against =uch an inignity—but
it was carefully omitted to boe told that
Upper and Lower Canada took four or
five times the quantity cf coal from
Ponnsyl-ania that Cape Breton and
Nova Scoiia sent into the States. Just
0 was it with a very large portion of
the commodities we sold to our Ameri-
san friends.  Yet it was by such wea-
pons that the false impression was 1m-
planted decp on the public mind of
the United Statoes that the traffic with
the Provinces was utterly unprofitable
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to the Republic. It soon, as I have
said, became perfectly manifost that
these false impressions so created must
be removed if satisfactory- progress
was to be made in the Reciprocity
negotiations. Reliable returns of the
traffic for along series of yesnrs between
the countries must be compiled,
balances struck, comparizons with
other countries exhibited. All this
was done—every figu o having been
taken from the official returns of the
United States. and a memorandum on
the commercial relations of the two
countries was prepared, which is now.
I believe, in the hands of hon. gentle-
men. llow entirely erroncons were
the impressions of our neighbors as to
our traflic with them in past yoars, is
shown beyond cavil in that document.
It shows that the B.N.A, Provinces in
the 34 years, from 1820 to 1854,
bought merchandise from the United
States to the extent of $167,000,000;
that the United States bought from us
in the same period goods to the extent
of $7,000,000; and that the so-called
“balance of trade” was, therefore,
$100,000,000 against the Piovinces.
It shows that from 1854 to 1866—
being the thirteen years during which
the Treaty of 1854 was in operation—
according to the United States returns
(for there is a great discrepancy be-
tween their returns and ouis) the
balance was $20,0100,000, and according
to Canadian returns, $93,000,000
against us, and in favour of the Ro»-
public. A large portion of this dis-
crepancy occurred during the last two
years of the Treaty's existence, and
no doubt arose in a large degreo from
the loose valuations at the Custom-
houses on the lines during these years.
The memorandum shows furthor that,
the gross traffic between the United
States and the British Provinces rose
in the eight yoars immediately before
the Treaty went into operation, from
eight millions of dollars in 1845, to
nine millions in 184G ; to ten millions
in 1847; to twelve millions in 1848; to
fifteen millions in 1850; to eighteen
millions in 1851; and to twenty mil-
lions in 18533. In 1834 the Reciprocity
Treaty went into operation, and at one
jumnp the traffic went up in that year
to no less than thirty-three millions of
dollars. In the following year it went
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to forty-two millions; in 1857 to forty-
six millions; in 1859 to forty-eight
millions; in 1863 to fifly-five millions;
in 1864 to sixty-seven millions; in
1865 to seventy-one millions; and in
1866 (when the Treaty came to an
end) to no less than eighty four mil-
lions of dollars. The gross amount of
traffic between the countries during
the thirteen years of the Treaty’s
n})eration amounted, according to the
United States returns, to no less than
$471,000,000, and according to the
Canadian returns, to $630,000,000,—
either of them a sum which, consider-
ing all the circumstances, must be
admitted to be marvellously great. 1
know mnot where, in the history of
commeree, a parallel of success to this
can be found, if we keep in mind that
one of the parties to the Treaty had at
the time but three millions of popu-
lation. The memorandum shows also
that the purchases from the United
States by the British American Pro-
vinces during the thirteen years of the
Treaty’s operations were greater than
the purchases from them of China,
Brazil, Italy, Hayti, Russia and her
possessions, Venezuela, Austria, tho
Argentine Republie, Denmark and her
possemsions, Turkey, Portugal and her
possessions, the Sandwich Islands, the
Central American States, and Japan,
in the same yecars, all put together. It
further that our purchases
during the existence of the Treaty
were of the most valuable character
—there having been no less than
$150,000,000 of farm products, $8,500,-
000 of timber, $24,00:000 of miscel-

' lancous, and no less than $151,000,000

of general merchandise—a sum to
which no other country approached in
these years. The memorandum shows
also that, in addition to these great
commercial exchanges between the
countries, an erormous transportation
traffic was carried over United States
Ruilways and Canals between the
Provinces and Atlantic ports, and vice
versd. Accurate returns of this traffic
do not appear to have been kept until
very lately, but in the six years—
namely, from 1868 to 1873—for which
we have returns, it appears that the
merchandise transported for the British
American  Colonies over American
lines was of the total value of $162,-
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000,000, The memorandum brings
out, m« reover, from the official state-
ments of United States Commissioners,
that our shore tisheries are not of the
slight value to the United States that
they were placed at in the protocols of
the MHigh Joint Commissioners—but
that, on the contrary, they had in the
year 1862 over 203,000 tons of shipping
engaged in the St. Lawrence fisheries ;
and 28,000 scamen; that the roturns
that year considerably excceded $14,-
000,000; that at least 5,000 new sea-
men are annually broken in for the
Unitel States marine service; that
600 sail have in one season fished for
mackorel in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
. and taken fish to the value of $4,500,-
000; and that from 40,000 to 50,000
tons of the United states fishing fleet,
worth from $5,000,000 to $7,000,000,
annually fish near the three-mile line
of the Provinces. It shows that three
years from the repeal of the Recipro-
city Treaty, which deprived United
States fishermen of the shore privi-
leges enjoyed under the Treaty,
the United States tonnage in the trade
had fallen from 203,000 tons in the year
1862, t0 62,000 tons in 1869—a failing
off of seventy per cent; that the recon-
cossion of these shore privilegesginder
the Washington Treaty, doubled the
tonnage of the American fishing fleet
from what it was in 1369, and that it
will soon exceced the tonnage of 1862.
The memorandum shows yet further
that the forcign trade of Canada was
not seriously injured, as scems to have
been supposed across the lines, by the
abrogation of the Treaty; but that,
on the contrary, while from 1854 to
1862 cur foreign traffic had averaged
but $115,000,000 per annum, it had in
the year immediately- following the
abrogation, risen to $142,000,000—in
1869 to $145,000,000 —in 1870 to $165,-
000,000—in 1871 to $189,000,000—in
the year 1872, to $214,000,000—and in
1873, the seventh year after repeal, to
no less than $240,000,000. But the
moemorandum brings out another fact
worthy of note—that though the
repeal of the Treaty did not for an
hour stay the increase of our foreign
trade, it greatly lessened the propor-
tion of it done with the United States.
During the existence of the Treaty the
aggrogato oxchange of commoditics
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with the Republic gradually rose until
in the yeur of its repeal it amounted to
523 per cent. of our whole foreign
traffic. But in the first year after
repeal it fell to 42 per cent. ; in 1868 to
41 per cent.; in 1869 to 40 per cent.;
in 1872 to 36 per cent.; andin 1873 to .
35 per cent.—And the memorandum
discloses another most important fact
—that a great change in the character
of the traffic between the countries
resulted from the repeal of the Treaty.
For example, that the price of lumber
has gone up so much, and the-demand
has continued so good, that while we
sold to the United States peoplo but
five millions of dollars worth in the
year before the expiry of the Treaty,
and an annual average of but three
millions during its whole continuance,
we sold in thé single year of 1873
over cleven millions of dollars worth.
Again, that in regard to wheat, flour,
provisions, and other like commodities,
of which b>th countries have a sur-
plus, the offect of the prohibitory
duties of the United States has simply
been to send the Canadian surplus of
these products to compete  success-
fully with the American article in
foreign markets where they formerly
held sole possession. And still further,
it shows that Canada has become a
large purchaser of American products
in the Chicago and Milwaukee markets,
which it carries by the St. Lawrence
route for consumption in foreign
countries—that this trade only com-
menced with the repeal of the Treaty,
but in the six ycars following that
event aggregated the large amount of
$146,5383,512." And strange enough, in
regard to the much abused ¢ balance
of'trade,” it shows that since the repeal
of the Treaty the balance had gone so
systematically against the Republie,
and so steadily in favour of the Pro-
vinces, that, in the seven years fol-
lowing repecal, a balance of nearly
$52,000,000 had to be settled Wwith our
poople by the United States. Nay, it
is clearly shown that in spite of all tho
discourngement that has been thrown
in the way of our traffic by high cus-
toms duties and custom-house barriers,
our annual purchases from the United
States are still large enough to keep us
in tho front rank of thoir foreign cus-
tomers; and that with the exception
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of the British Isles, no country takes
‘as large an amount from them as weo
do. This memoranlam was comploteld
on the 27th of April and was imme-
diately communicated to Me. Fish. It
was roferreld to the Teeusary Dopact-
ment for examination, and remained
in its hands for sovoral wesks. Tis
facts and figuwres were closely ex-
amined and their accuracy acknow-
ledged fally anl frankly. From that
timo there was a muni‘est improve-
mont in the impressious as to the char-
acter of Canadian commerce, of such
persons as took the troubic to read
the memorandum, and these were not
a fow; and the progress of the nego-
tiations was sensibly accelerated. The
attention of the United States public
press was arouscd to the importance
of the quoestion, the marits of the pro-
posed Treaty were thoroushly cin-
vasseid, and, though severely criticizod
by the Ultra-Proteclionist organs, 1
have no recollection of any similar
moasure boing received with such
general favour by the leading papers
of the Republic as was accorded to our
projet. In New York, the TLribune,

Herald, Times, Worll, Evening Post,,

Eaxpress, Journal of Commerce, Graphic,
Mail, and many other leading ex-
ponents of public opinion, all declared
in favour of a new Treaty; and in
Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati,
and other great cities, the unanimity
of opinion amonyg the leading journals
was equally remarkable. I cannot
pass from this part of the subject with-
out referring to a charge that origi-
nated in Philadelphia, and was
ochoed far and wide over the Conti-
nent—aye, ceven in Canadian journals
—that this unanimity of the press was
obtained by the corrupt use of Canadian
public money. The charge is utterly
without foundation—it has not a
vestige of truth to palliate ity concoc-
tion. (Iear, hear.) Not one shilling
has been spent illegitimately to pro-
mote tho negotiation, and a final an-
swer to this and all similar charges is

found in the fict that the entire cost of

the negotiation to the people of Canada,
including all necessary disbursements,
will amount to little more than four
thousand dollars. The negotiations now
went on from day to day; tho several
clauses of the projet were discussed, al-
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terations suggested, modifications adop-
teld; the dratt Treaty, as it now
stainls, submitted for the approval of
the three Governments; and all that
remained to make it ready for signa-
ture was the clear definition for custom-
house parposes of some articles in the
free lists; and the correction of the ap-
pearance of ambiguity in the wording
of one or two passages. It had boen
understood that Congress would be un-
able to adjourn before the end of July;
but unecxpectedly the determination
was arrived at to adjourn on the 22nd
of June, and that day was near at hand.
The Sceretary of State suggested that
the draft Treaty, as it then stood,
should be sent down by the President
of the United States to the Senate for
advice, and it favorably entertained by
that body, the necessary corrections of
langnage coyld be made and the Treaty
torinally executed. It was of course
for the United States Government to
jndge as to the mode of obtaining the
sanction of the Senate, and the plan
suggested was adopted.  The draft
Treaty only reachod the Senate two
days before the adjournment of Con-
gress, when it was quite impossible to
discuss and decido so large and compli-
cated a guestion as its adoption invol-
ved, amﬂthe consideration of it was ac-
cordingly adjourned to the next ensu-
ing session.  We come now, honorable
gentlemen, to the consideration of the
several provisions cembraced in the
draft Treaty as transmitted to the Se-
nate by the President of ‘the United
States. And let me say to you, very
frankly, that I do not stand here to-day
to contend that the conditions of this
hargain are more favorable to Canada
than to the United States. On the con-
trary, I believe that in a commercial
treaty between a people of forty mil-
lion souls and one of four million, it
is almost in the nature of the thing
that to the larger country the greatest.
advantages must acerue, Buf greatly
advantageous as this Treaty must be to
ous friends across the lines—if it ever
goes into operation—there is enough
it it, I venture fearlessly to assert, to
sot the wheels of industry in motion on
this side the lines, and to give a new
impetus to the development of our great
natural resources, as would amply com-
pensate us for all the concessions we
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are pledged to in the agreement. [ ac-
acknowledge the force of all that is said
as to the immense advantage possessed
by the American people in a contest
with a colony one-tenth their popula-
tion, and hsrdly yet past the first stages
of forest settlement. I admit the larger
the means, the vastly greater experience
and the eminent business capacity they
would carry into the contest; but [
have faith enough in the industry, the
energy, the enterprise, and the indomit-
able perseverance of my countrymen,
and in the cool blood of oir northern
clime, to believe that in the long run,
and a fair field, Canada would hold her
own under all these disadvantages.
(Hear, hear.) As you are aware, hon.
gentlemen, the Draft Treaty embraces
ten propositions :—1st. The concession
to the United States of ‘our fisheries for
twenty-one years, and the abandonment
of the Washington Treaty arbitration.
2nd. The admission, duty free, into
both countries, of certain natural pro-
ducts therein named. 3rd. The admis-
sion, duty free, of certain manufactured
articles therein named. 4th. The en-
largement of our Welland and St. Law-
rence Canals. 5th. The construction
of the Caughnawaga and Whitehall
Canals.  6th, The throwi open to
each other, reciprocally, by bath coun-
tries, the coasting trade of the great in-
land lakes, and of the St. Lawrence
River. 7th. The concession to each
other on ecﬁml terms of the use of the
Canadian, New York and Michigan Ca-
nals. 8th. The reciprocal admission of
vessels built in either country to all the
advantages of registry in the other,
9th. The formation of & joint commis-
sion to secure the efficient lighting of
the great inland waters common to
oth countries. And, 10th. The forma-
tion of a joint commission to promote
the rotection and propagation of fish
gté the great inland waters, common to
th countries, Now, then; lot us exa-
mine these propositions seriatim. The
first, second, and seventh of them go
naturally to%ether, and they need no
comment. They ¢
conditions of the old Treaty of 1854,
which operated so favorably for us, and
80 much more favorably for the United
States. The third proposition—as to
manufactares—is the only item that
“has n;et Wwith bitter opposition, and that,
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strangel enou%h, from all three coun-
tries. 1. will leave it for the present
and return to it again. The fourth
proposition, for the enlargement of our
existing canals, is one eminently for
the advantage of the United States,
and involves a very large expenditure on
‘our part. Itisimpossible to estimate the
enormous annual gains that must re-
sult to the farmers of the Western
States when vessels of 1,000 or 1,200
tons shall be able to load in the upper
lake ports and sail direct to Liverpool
—free from transhipment expenses,
brokers’ commissions, way-harbor dues
and ocean-port charges, and return
direct to the prairies with hardy immi-
grants and cargoes of European mer-
chandise. Canada, no doubt, would
have her share of benefit from all this
—but it could not be compared for a
moment with that of the great North-
western and some of the Middle States.
The fifth proposition—for the construc-
tion of the Caughnawaga Canal—would
be also an immense boon to the United
States. It would open up to the dense
« manufacturing population of New Eng-
land, for the first time, a direct water
communication of their own with the
eat West, it would enable them to
oad ships of 1,000 tons at their Lake
Champlain ports with merchandise for
the Prairie States and bring them back
ﬁ-ei%léted with farm produce; and when
the Whitehall Canal should be enlarged
to Troy, and the im}l)rovements of the
Upper Hudson completed to deep water,
where in the wide world could be found
80 grand a system of internal water
navigation as that stretching as it then
would in one continuous ship channel
from New York on the Atlantic, to the
west end of Lake Superior, and pos-
sibly, ere long, to the eastern base of
the Rocky Mountains. Canada, too,
would have her share of profit in all
this. Her great lumber interests on
the Ottawa and its branches would find
full advantage from it, and the enter-
prising farmers of the middle and east-
ern countigs of Ontario would have the
New England market, with its three-
and-a-half million of manufacturing
R‘opulation, opened to their traflic. -
he sixth proposition is the concession
to each other of the inland coasting-
trade, and nothing could be done more
sensible or more profitable to both
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parties. Our season of navigation on
the Lakes is short—the pressure for
vessels in particular trades at special
times is very great on both sides of the
lakes, and freights advance to unrea-
sonable rates. Cheap transportation is
‘a foremont question in this Western in-
dustrial world, and what can be con-
ceived more absurd than to sce, as is
often seen, large quantities of produce
lying unshipped for want of vessels,
because foreign bottoms cannot take
freight from one port to another in the
same country? What the United
States could fear from the compotition
of our limited inland marine, with the
‘5,576 veasels of all kinds, and an aggre-
‘gate tonnago of 788,000 tons, it is Jifé-
cult to imagine. The cighth proposi-
‘tion for the reciprocal admission of
vessels built in eitger country to regis-
‘try in the other, is generally regarded
‘as highly advantageous to this country,
‘and no doubt, such is the fact. But 1
confess I cannot see why it ought not
to be regarded as infinitely more ad-
vantageous to the United States. Dur-
ing the civil war the merchant vessels
of the Republic were sold in large num-
bers to foreign owners, and acquired
foreign registers ; and notwithstanding
‘that ship-building had almost disap-
pearcd from the United States in con-
sequence of an extreme Protectionist
gg icy, the law absolutely forbade their
‘being bought back or vessels of foreign
builf being purchased in their room.
‘The consequence is, that at this mo-
ment, nearly the entire passen %er traffic
of the Atlantic is in the hands of
foreigners—a vast Sropr)rtion of the
freight of merchandise from and to
foreign countries, is also in the hands
‘of foreigners—and only two months
ago we had the start in§ statement
made officially by Mr. Bristow, the
very able Secretary of the United
‘States Treasury, that no less a sum
than one hundred millions of dollars is
‘paid annually by the people of the
%nitedAStates to foreign ship-owners
for freights and fares. New, a largo
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‘portion of these ships, which the peo-

ple of the United States require so
urgently, can be as well built in St.
John ‘and Halifax and Quebec, and at
‘Tess cost than in any other country.
Why then, deprive  American eitizens
of t{e privilege of buying them from
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us, and sailing them as their own?
We are told that American ship-build-
ing is reviving, but were it to revive
with all the rapidity the most ranguine
could desire, it could not keep pace
with the wear and tear of the present
reduced marine and the annually in-
creasing demand, much less begin to
supply the vacuum created since the
avar. The 9th and 10th proposals arc
for tho appointment of Joint Commis-
missions for the care of the light-
houses and the fisheries of the inland
waters common to both countries, but
as to these there is no difference of
opinion, and no doubt of the greut
mutual advantago that might flow frem
the proposed concerted action in regard
to them. These, then, are the whole of
the items; and now let us return totl.e
one we passed Ly—the list of manufac-
tures. Now, honorable gentlemen, [
shall not allege for one moment that
there is no ground whatever for the loud
outcries we have heard from Protection.
ist manufacturers against the admis.
sion of their wares to the free list of tho
Treaty. That some would have suffer-
ed by the competition it would have
entailed, I readily admit—for in all
avocations there are men whose