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BEFORE THE I:EA.VES FA.LL
BY MRS. M, E. SANGSTER,

I wonder if oak and maple, .
Willow and elm and all,

Are stirred at heart by the comxng
Of the day theiv leaves mugh fall.

Do they think of the yellow wh)rhvmd
‘Or know of the crimson spray’

That shall be when chill November -
Bears all their leaves awmy? :

} chhaps, beside the wuter,
¢ - .t The willow bends serene
' IR As when her young leaves ghstened
In o mist of golden green.
&4. But the br'wc old onk is ﬂushmg

’

© And mnplo and elin’ are blushmg
The blush of a chxld nsleep

L R I{ the we must” the leaflets -
: R -Seem one by one to say, - | o

#We will wear, thc colors of "‘lelICSS .
Until we pass wvay. g ‘
No eyes shall see vs flter; ~

.+ And before we lay it'down,.

RO '~W(,’II wear, in the sxglxt of all thc curth,
L Thc yem’s most kmgly ctown "

.So, ‘treos of the stately forcst S
. And trees by the trodde way, AR
- 1.7 You are kindling into glory i
' . This soft autumnal day;
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And we who gazn. rememnber
That more than all they lost;
To Liearts and tides togethet,
May-come. through the ripeni ng frost.
——-—~04»—o—-——-

THIRTEEN AT TA.BLE

“Do-you know de‘ ' _I bolieve: tlnt e shall be thn teon
at table:at’ dmnel to 111ght ? I have been’ counting over -

-all t]nt T know aro commg, and I 1e111y think it must

be 80!’ :
"« Well, and what then?"
G “'What then? Why thiat T, for | ‘one, won't sit dowu
" to dinner under thosa ciréumstances. I wouldu tdo it;
- no, not for a hunch cd. 1)0unds
“ My dear, you c'muot beso extlomoly sxlly It is im-
* possible that you can senously contériplate making such

-an exhibition of yourself.: * Do not-forfoit 3 youl claim to
be counted aveasonable bomrr o
e Well I only know. that notlnng——nothmg——would
persuade me to;sit' down wﬂ,h thir teen wt mble o '

© “But why ?" i aveenE

“Why? Only 4liat I don t W'mt ‘6 IOJU.Su yob "

«But, my dear quua you must be s Phgan.”

. Here, happily—4incé it W'LS Srowing warm, and wrath
never wrought conviction—the conversmtlou was broken
by the warning, delivered by the lady’s naid; that din-
was just about to be commeréed. So the.two friends
hu1 Ldown smus, and s'ulcd a[l muslm, mto the dmw-
mg-mom, about ,w]nch, L{vos and’ thr ees; the grests
wore tlymg 10 keep up .q;feeble eﬂmt at convels‘mtlon '

- Hardly had they entered’ before dinn erivas announced,
and this and that couple word: following the mdle'mon of .
the Lost, and filing in order out of the room:y’ “The host-
os8, waiting to follow them snnled o acxously ab-a young
“man who was unpaired. Wlbh a partdor;: ‘and‘said, ¢ You

must excuse our lettmrryou ‘goin to dmnel qlono ~You

e
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see, Evelyn could not-come; “and' T hope you hwe no
supel stition about being the thivteenth at table.”
2" No, certainly, he had no y such sor uple and the hostess

turned, still smiling, to close up the rear, when 'l.sud- L

den confusion aroso in the ranks before her. :
. “Indeed it is of no consequence at all. No, T'am not
unwell—I am vory wellindeed. But Iliad rather not go
-in to dinner.”

“ Why, Loura,” cnod tho hostess, p\essmg forward,
what is- the matter 2. You musb be fcohng unwell.?

«Ohno! not at a.ll 1hfmks bat T dmed at Iunchoon,
and T'd’ mthm, much mthex, W (ut. in the dmwmg—loom
and hive some tea.” o

“Butwhy? This is very stran rre You were gémg iri

to dinner with us all just now. Do {fell us whn,t is the','__‘ ‘

reason for this sudden change of pla.n
© “Well, then —I know youw'll laugh at me, bub I c‘m’t
help it—ounly I wouldn't, for all Lho w01ld 51t down
thirteen -at tables’ - o

- Arguing, partly-banter, but passing into xmp'\tlonce,
supervened “The: young lady; howover;’ contmucd ob-

durate. - The-soup stood untasted,-the tuir bot g giew cold; .
tho lady’ of the house fought against ivvitability ; the!
young lady was-as'obstinate as a male.  She was pross--

ing'back: into the: drawing-roon. - The «ontlemm‘w'ho
had been about, to follow the procession here: stepped
forward, ew:elfummrr « I fear T'am' the unhmpp
all the. tlouble, f1om my Imvmo' ‘eomo with
Tho mtexloper being mmoved thio “havs
party will be restored.” = Aud, with a éourteons ¢ good-.

‘night”;to the hostess, beforc a word conld bo saidhe had -
“taken his hat,and coat, and pmssed out 1nto the mhospm- e

able'night; dlllllel]eSS

- The Hostess, who, as'it happe\\ed would mther have .
spar ed:any other of her-guests than this one, to: whom,

f01 m:my reasons, she W1shed to show pau ti culzu attentwn

’
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found it impossible wholly to restrain her - vexation.
«Perhaps you are satisfied now, Miss Smith,” she said
with some little bitter inflection in her voico; “and, if
tho dinner be still worth eating, we may, I hope, be per-
mitted to sit down to it.”
‘We do not say the speech was ladyhke it was no(. but,
celb‘unly, the cireumstances: wore very irritating. MIES
- Smijth bridled herself up, and entered the room with tho
* others; but, on reaching her allotted seat, bowed to her
" o300rt’ and to the hostess, and relived from the room.
= Anagr ceabledinner party; of course an uncomfortable
feelm(r-—a d.\mp over all—a rolief when the spoilt even-
ing was over; and the earriages volled away. And all
for what reason?. 1401 any ¢ ‘Ldeqm(,o c'mse? Nw.y, for
an idle’ supestltlon

Lot us examine a little into the thmg

Jt'simply comes to this.. “Rithor that thele is :mothox :
god called Luck, whom it is “unlucky” to:vex, and to

~ whom He who ovders the fall of a sparrow—IHo who
keops account not only of the number of stavs, but also
of the_very hairs of our head—has committed the ordor-

. ing of matters which affect the closest welfar e, even the-
lifo and the death, of his children ;. or that this God in
."whom wo:believe is absolutely mﬁucnced in his:docrees
“for'the’ o1d(,11urr of ithe welfarc of the life and death of
the cxc'u;ule by such-things as tho number we invite to
dinner, the' crossing .of a knife and fork at table, tho
spilling of salt, the passing under a ladder, the bringing

a snowdrop into ‘thé house, in J: 'mum Y, the ﬁetbmg sail

on a-Friday, the bemcr married in May, and a hundred
-other such ftrivialities, and let us Bay, blasphemous

insults to the Deity.

o Tmagine—it seems profane to do 80, bu(, Why not bri ing

. the thing to. the test ?—imagine God, such as we imagine " .

" Him to be—changing his decrees- upon- such ground as

* our; having. one. more .than:twolve, and one-less. than
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fourteen, to dinner;’or ‘upon any other of the haym’ess’
conditions which we. have enumeiated! Now, con:
ceive o person who was not, in the Divine ordering,
intended todie at that time, dylng in a certain year, -
because one expected guest failed the hostess at a dinner
party | . Thén, follow: such & ‘thouglt, home, and acknow:
ledge that it degrades.-our ‘idea, of. God and the dignity
of mani; and well justifies tho saying Lh.}t « Supex stmon
is the 1011"1011 of \veak minds.”

- Of course we all: Jknow the o1xrrm of the supel stltlon
in the case especially now boforo us. ’l‘hemwas thirieen
at the last’ supper; and Juadas yose first,- and: celt'unly
died, and died & horrible death, within the Lyen
why, unless a guest had the mind and heart of - Juda -—'
why ‘the Rmhteous Judge should visit wh'\t is -often:
mafter of mere aceidental detcntlon of one momber upon.;
a dmnel p‘uty of thir Leen—secms to us a questlon :
w]ueh "my honost hc*ut would give simply an mdwn
'mswel ; Tl\c 10%(, sm—fmye, even idle words of carele;
convel sation——we can understand the God who ch:u ges
even lns szrcls wd,h fol]y t'ﬂ\mfr stuct qccount oi‘ thes

at'a dumm p‘uty—well the thing won’t be'u Lth g
of or c'ﬂmly talkmg ‘Lbout

In ﬁne, all supelshtwn, all bellef in lucl\, in lucky
signs or acts, is: mmp]y and pur cly a sin—an 1nsult to
the God. of ‘Providencé—to- the TFather of Lis clul(hen

- who wait on Him. No' one, we should s'ty, ‘upon his

knees, conld ser iously 1epl eseni, such apprehensions and -

- fenrs. to 1bo Ahmohty ‘ le askuw .God mnot to: kill

you for dining thirteen at t’mble, not to splte you for being
married in "\I-\y, and:sée whether such folly would ablde

"the solemn truth and veality of that searching Presence. .
And that danger which you would ‘be’ ashamed to take "~

1o God,; dale,not to talk.of, partly idly, partly in foolish
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earnoest,. to your fellcw men.- ‘To. dishonour is algo-to
angel the Gr eut Benw '

THE TRUTHFUL INDIAN

‘White,. who" esmbhshcd himself at Whitestown, about
four mlles from Utica, ~ He brourrht bis family with him,

child=a-fine boy, about four yeavs old. - The’ counbry
around was an unbroken fo1 est, and. was the domain of
_‘savqge tribes. .
©Judge White saw the necessity of ]\eepmg on good
“terms with the Indians, f01, a8 he,Wwas nearly alone, he
wus completely at their mercy. Accoxdmgly he took
every oppor tunity to assure thom of his kindly feclings,
and to’ secure their good will in veturn, Several of the
clnefs came 10 seo him, and ‘seemed ])&Glﬁ(: But Lhcm
‘ag one thing that troubled him :——an aged chief of the
" Oneida’ tube, and one of great mﬁuence who 1eS1ded ab
a d1stauce of a dozen mlles, had not yet been to see hun,
nor ‘could he ascertain the views and feehng of the

last ‘he sent him a message, and ‘ohe szxwel was ﬂm
tho ghief would visit bim on the morrow.

White received him with: marks. of respect, and intro-
~duced his wife, his daughter, and her little boy. The
ryiew that followed was- interesting.:. Upon .its ro-
the Judge was convinced his security might depend,

and.to be useful to them, by intr oducmg among them
- the.arts of civilization.
/The' chief:heard him.out, and then sa.ld s Brother,

ONE of the first settlers in Westorn New York was Judge. -

among: ‘whom wag a widowed dauwhiel with an only:

aachem in 1espoct to his settlenient in that 1eg1on At

True to his appointment, tho sachem c'mm Judwo'

and; therefore he .was: exceedmgly anxious. to make.a .-
fa.vomble impr ession upon;the: distinguished clnef He .
expr essed his. desne to'settle in:the' country, ‘to live. on
terms .of amity and good- -fellowship with ‘the- Indians,
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you aslked much, and you. promise: much What pledge
¢an you give of your{ faith? The white: man 's words may

be good to the whlte man, yob it is wind when spoken o

to the Indmn "

«1 have. pub my life in yom h‘mds," sald the J udge,

¢ig it not an evidence of my good intention ? I have
placed confidence in the Indian, and will notbélieve he
will abuse or betray. the-trust that is thus reposed.”’

¢80 much. is well;” veplied the chief: '« the' Indian
will repay confidence with confidence: if-you-will trust,
he will trust you. Tiet'this: boy go with me to'my wig-
wam—I will bring him back in three du.ya W1t,h my an
swer [ -

If an arrow had pierced the bosom of the mother she

could not have felt a deeper pang than went to her healb =

as tho Indian made this proposal. - She’sprang ‘for ward,
~and running to the boy who' stood at” the -side. of” the- -
sachem, loolung into his face with -pleased:wonder and'
admiration, she encireled him-in her arms; and’ 'ineSsin‘cr
him to her bosom was about: to iy’ from -the- oo/ A

gloomy and ominous frown came over: the sachem ] b1 oW,
but he did not speak. ./ . - RV

~Bubnot so with Judge White. He Ln ew that he suc- e

cess of their enterprise—the lives oflns famj 1y~depended

on:the decision of a moment. : '

: # Stay—stay, my daughter,” he smd -« bung b*\ckthe

boy, I besecch you. - He is not more-to you-than' to:me:

I would not risk a:hair of his head. .-But, my child; he

" must go with'the chief. - God/will-wateh-over himli: ’fHe

~will be ‘as safe in the s-whem 8 w1«rwam as benewth .

Cownaroof,? T PR i

“The ae,omzed mothe1 he51tatec1 n moment; she then

slowly roturned, placing the boy-onthe kneé of the chief,
and kneeling athis feot burst into.a flood of tears. - The
gloom-passed away from the sachem’s b1 ow, but he sald
not a word. . He arose-and depnrted
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+ I shall not attompt todeseribe the agony of thé mother:
for the ensuing three days. She was agitated by con-
tending hopes and fears. Iri the night she awoke fxom'b
sleep, seeming to hoar the screams of' the child ealling on
its mother for help.  But the, time wore slowly away,
Cand the thivd day ‘came. How slowly ‘did the hours
pass! The morning waned sway, noon arrived, yet the
sacheéin came not, - There was a gloom over the whole
household.. The mothor was pale. and silent.. Fudge
‘White walked the floor to and fro, going every few min-
utes, to; the door, and looking through -the oponmrr in
the forest. towards the sachem’s abode
As the last rays of the setting sun were thrown upon
the tops of the trees around, the eaglo feathers of the
chief'were seen-dancing above the.bush'es_in thedistancoe.
He advanced rapidly, and the little:-boy was at his side.
~ He was gaily attived as a-young chief, bis foot:being.
dressed in.moccasing, a beaver skin was on his shoulders,
and eagle’s feathers were stuck in his hair.” He was in
" excellent spirits, and so proud was he of his honours that
-ho seemed two inches taller than he was before.  He was
soon in his mother's arms; and in that brief minute she
.seemed.to pass-from death to life. It wasa happy meet-
ing—too happy for me to describe.
. “The white man has conquered;”. said tho s'lebem,
“hereafter let us be friends:: - You have trusted an Indian
" —he.will i'epa.y‘;you« with confidence and friendship.”
... He was as good as his word ; and. Judge ‘White lived

“‘for, many. years in peace with' the Indian fribes, and suc-

".vceeded in-laying the foundation of aflourishing and pros-
pexous commumty o :

NS D —e—————

:POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD.

A VIsITOR Was one mor mng gomg the round of & military
hospital in India. - One of the patients had shortly be-
fore boen brought in with an injured or diseased leg. He
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fW'ls young “and of 3 1epulsxve uppesu ance, eullen and iid-

pudent in“axpression. Upon the Yisitor eommg up to
his bed, ho‘exclaimed that he wanted no 1)1 eachmg, for

,he wis not'going to'dié; and fur ther, to deter s iy {Chris- _
tian- effort, :spoke ‘and ‘swore" v101en1,1y “God’s' resien.

Zors, ‘however; dare not be easilyaffrighted ‘from’ then-
allotted mnnstly ; the value of each soul is too hlghly ap-‘
preciated by them to- admit’ 6f pelsonal consideritions '
hindering  efforts after it. - This’one, -therefore, slttmg
down,’ twlked to the sufferer of his secula _concm ns; his

+ friends and ‘civcumstances, in order to pave theway: for

higher and holier themes by gaining his conﬁdonce . An
hour or more had thus passed during which the 80 dler
had unbended and chatted away, when the visitor: rose, :
saying other engigements. iveve. then; pressing; -but
would he not:allow her, afler such & long talle accmdmg .
to his fancy, to say the few words she wished? With..
reluctance, he consentéd; on which she’said she had no
worthy words of hor own,: and therefore choose for the
time to read some of God's Wo1ds, but: that Af he liked, .
he might choose which’ particular-portion of them: he_.“
would prefer hearing. After thinking:a minute, he: re-
plied, “Some part of the Proverbs that has only moral
saying in it—no heart-work.”  The visitor, as she turned-
the pages of her Bible, very forvently prayed to know
what passage she would choose; and' was guided to the
first chapter, which she read through..  Truly was this
word then proved faithful : « The word. ofGrod is quick and
powerful, and sharper than- any, WO édged gword, pier--
cing even to the.dividing asunder of Soul'dnd spirit, and
of the Jjoints and marrow, and is a’ discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” ., -.° ..

The look of contemptuous deuswn aud mdxﬂ'erence
changed, after the teuth verso, to'one of ‘awe; afier the
twenty-second, to one of: interest-and-excitoment; and
before the close-of the' chapter:the: soldier was erying
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‘and trembling; evclmmmg that he.svas ono. of the refus-
ers and -despisers at whom God would laugh, and that
.it was too late for him to beo saved, he having mocked
.and spurned the truth too much and too long for pardon
ever to be givenhim! The Spirit led him to Jesus, and
-the scorner became = loving disciple, giving evxdence of
the sincerity of the professed change.

““The book of morals” was overmore a specially dear
portlon of the Bible to him, as that which had brought
him to know. the Tiord and’ 1nmself' The sinner turned. -
: ntﬂthe Teproof, and the reprover forgave him ‘the debt.

OLD AND BLIi\ID."

4 T am old and blind1* o
“Men. pomt to.me as:smitten' by, God's ﬁown, St
“Affiicted and deserted of my kind; P e
~.YetIam notcastdown. . .. . .

H

T am weak, yot strong;

“T murmur not-that T'no'longer seé;
- :Poor, old and helpless, I  the more Dbelong; -
; Father Supreme, to Thee!

-0 merc1ful Onul .
" Wlien men arc firthest then Thou art most near;
“When friends pass by-—my weakness shun—

- Phy chariob I hear.. ... -~

o Thy glorious face
Is lenning toward me, and’ its ho]y light
Shines in upon my- lont.ly dwelling-place, .
And there is no more night.

' On my pended knee :
I recognise Thy purpose cleaily shown; -
- ..“My vision Thou hast dimmed that Thou may’st sce .
% . e Thyself, Thyself alone. ) :

A I have naught to fear!
205 This darkness is the shadow of Thy wing; . -
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. -Betheath it [.am almost sacred—here - =
Can come no evil thing. .

St

Oh! Iscem to stand )
" Trembling where foot of mortal ne'er hath beeny -
Wrapped in the radiance of Thy sinless land
Which eye huth never sgen. et e
Visions come and gov;" )
Shapes of resplendent beauty. ronnd me throng; =
" From angel lips I seem to hear the ﬂow
"Of soft and loly song.

) . It. 1s nothmg now,
Whesn heav en is opening on my sxghﬂcss c) es

- When:airs from Paradise refresh my brow, - ‘
_The earth in darkness lies. . o e

Tna purer clime
My being fills withraptire—waves ‘of thmwht
] .Rollin-upon my spirit~~strains sublime;-
oy ae: oo Breal over me unsought;

' Give me now my lyre;
I feel the stirrings of a gift divine ; - -
+ Within my bosom glows uncaithly firé}’
Lit by no skill of mine:, .

v

FEEDING THE REPTILES Chetes

TnE 1'ept11e-house in the g:udens ‘I.L Rewent’s P'uk is apt
- somewhat t6 disappoint the ordinary observer. Itsoccu-
pants in many instances: aro, stowed away comfortably.
bene’tth the .blankets with thch they are _generally.
provided ;. and. those which are v1s1ble are lying-motion-,
less on. the gmvcl orreposing in the. bl':m(,hes of a tree:.
Very httlo motion is to be seen, unless it be.among: the.
11m1ds, whlch are more. active Lh‘m the serpents, but
of Whom the l'uger kmds .are in_ the hablt of" et'mdmv
in 'tpparently the most, uneasy, atmtudes for a, consuier
able’ time. :In thlS, and Jmany . other 1espects, they
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resemble the ser pents, 'md there - are, indeod, ‘species
which seem to’ form connocung links between the two
orders. N
‘The Ophidia :u'o, howcvor een to 1m_1ch greater ad-
' v:m‘mge at their feeding-time, which oceurs once.a weelk;
not that they are all, fad so ofton, -for many will take
sufficient food at a meal for scveral weels, and some
(in.particular: the pythons) have been known to fast for
months together Having been. present lately ou the ocea-
_sion.of these creaturesreceiving their nsual allowance,we
P porpose to g give ashortaccount, from careful observation,
of:the mannerin which they bOMOd .md killed their prey.
The constrxchng serpents, as we'may term them, are
Lkept in large cases, the entrance to: which is either by
a glass door in front, which opens by a sliding up, or by
a sxmllar contrivance at the back, in the wooden parti-
tion. The colubrine snakes are in some of these cases
: gcnerally,‘and indeed are'so harmless that little precau-
> tionisneeded. Thevonomous serpents have no opening
“but a small one on the lid.of the case, abouttwo or three
inches square. ' Through this their food is ‘introduced;
and all necessary operations for theeleanliness and ouler
of e interior are performed with a rod of stout wire,
1o the: evident.disgust of the.occupants,;who, if ne\v-
comels, st;rx]\e at it vworously with their fangs. The
first.to be fed werc the yellow' smk 8, and’ other specles
in théis:ime'_éasc ‘vae keeper ‘having unceremomouely
removed the blanket, beneath wlnch mostof the occupfmts
" of the compartmcnb were huddlcd torrcbhcr, as usual,’
qmckly introduaced under ‘the’ glass door ‘about a dO/,en
sp‘u'rows and one or two gmnm—px«rs. Thc formernn-
edntely reured to the’ darliost_corners, seemmg; hoiv-
evcr to'be quite’ unconcerned as to the 1)1-esence of the’
smkes, as in some cases’ they stood on ‘the’ lm,ter Wlnch
for the most pmt rem’uned motxonless. The mu nefzrpi trs
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h is oppor tunity; s

1611\1110* it neaver; thiew t\vo or tlnce folds 10u11d 1L kxll-' '

ingit.in a fow' seconds: .
The othier snales mpldly dxspatched the sp‘m. ows in
the same Wway when selzcd but they were app'u-ently in’

no hurry, as there was a number of the bivds in one’ cor-, .

ner for more than an houl' whichi® lmd not bcon
durmn‘ Lhab lee. It may bo wcll to 1emurl\ Lh

dlly tortuve ouhnzmly supposed When soized iti s il o
od ‘withont dolay, cspcm‘dly it it struggles 10° esc‘mpe,f o

and 'before its seiziiic it is never conscmus ‘6f dange
Nt only is this well known' to those’in' charge' of’ th
creaturoes, but wocan vorify’ ‘it from actufd and’ careful
observation." A Fabbit' will’ 'tpplo.wh 4”shale’ ‘out "of

mefe cm'xosmy, and; mfim' smﬁincr at-its he‘\d 'md evcn"
bem(r ‘touched by lts tonnrue, )\'111 stfu-t to *mother p'u'

ing again in’ ‘the couise of its e\plommons o Une s'mm'

smke \Vlthout the 1eqst unenmness, e\cnpt wh.u, nmcs .

giving ‘]wmg dninals to . bo. tertured slm\% y. 10 defth.
It was," however shown dm'mﬂ Lhe dlscussxon whnch’
ensied, th‘xt; facts were in du'ecL opposxtlon 16 the's sumres-
tions of sentlmenml imagination’ upon tho sub.}ec(, G

The snmkes which: had se\zed the sp'ulows, el Wmtod
il thelr prey Was’ Qulte dead’ befme they nncmled ‘anll’

berrfm 0] prep'ue slowly for SW‘IHOWmﬂ‘ it The pybhons, )
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which occupy an-adjoinirig ease; and arve the largest ser-
pents in the collection, weve noxt supplied with. two . or
three ducks.: The largest python instantly seized one,
and Llnew one foldlound it. Ho thenremained porfectly
motionless, appearing to be satisfied with having seeured
the bird, and did not'at once kill it. -The duck did not
seem at ﬁ1 st much concerned at suchunusual treabment,

::but soon beeame restless, on which the python tlfrhtoued

. the fold, and in about a minute had quite destroyed it.
Having waited for soire minutes, as if to malke sure that
life was extinet, he slowly unwound his. coil from the
body, and touched it-with his muzzle, ninving it about till
he had: found: the head. The idea oflubrication with sali-

va,now.quite exploded; ev1dent;ly arose-from this habit
of feelmg over the body with the mouth, Having taken.
the head into his mouth, he began to swallow the carcass,
his jaws stretching to.an immense extentto allow-of its:

‘ passage. . When he found.any. difficulty he uged:the part.
of his body which lay.neavest to it to push it gently, and
consideriug the apparont difficulty was,tiot long in com-
pletnw the meal.  The supply of :food is never stinted,.
-and we, beheve that it is not uncommon for a python to,
devour six or eight ducks and rabbits on-one. day.

The colub1 ine snales might with propriety, be termed:
']e(rlcss lizards, as, with tho exception of the want of limbs,:
they are in most respects similar.in.str ucture to the.

' _A fine lively specimen of the Bengal ratsnake

Was fed Wlth half a dozen frogs, whlch he pux sued - with -

gxe'it speed round. the enclosure; ‘and, drwmg them one:

by one into.a’ ‘corner, selzed aud swalowed Lhem in splte L

) of their st uggles : o et

We will now : tum to t.he venomous ser pents and,\
in partlculal the 1attlesnakes The keeper;having . put:
two young. guinea-pigs into. the case,.one of. the .snakes
mstantly struck at. that nearest to hnn The .guinea-;
plg a.huost; immediately showed signs. of, gxddmess, but
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its body did not.appear to swell; .it seomed to be thrown
into violent convulswns, and in about a mmute fell help-
lessly on its side, and died; A lar, gor animal would not
kave been go soon killed ; but as the snalces, bemg con-

" ‘fined, have not often oceasion to use their : venom, it is"

probably. more powerful than when they are in'a’ wild
state. There are a large number of puff-adders in one
case; and a guinea-pig being introduced began 'sﬁifﬁhg
about as usual; but though he was touching one of the
reptiles; it did not seem dnsposed to. strike, when sud-
denly another puffadder darted at full‘length from:an
opposite corner, and striking the creature, remained with

its fangs apparently buried in its flesh, . contrary, we.

beheve, to the usual habit of tho reptile. “His intention
was pelhaps to pl ovent any of the others fmm devom mg
it. Theére are specimens .of the two. specles of .c
the Indmu and Egyptlan ; 1)01 lnps the most inter
- ofallser pents but, on account of their e\:mtfzble naturo,
it has beon found necoss’uy to hide them p'u mlly ﬁom
view by ﬁlhng tho lower half of the. c'lse-ﬁont Wlth
gxoundglass, 8o that it is not e'msy to obsewe them .

The appearance of the cobra When about to. .give. tho, -
fatal stroke. is graceful, and yet terrible to, sce.’ Thﬁ},
inflated hood, the waying motion of the head and,thdﬂ L

peculiar expression ‘of the eye, combine. to; imples‘s -the.
observer of its consciousness of the deadly power which,
it possesses, and with w]nch it threatens any, hv.].g
ereature’ that. dmes al)]>10'\ch" .-V enomous: ser pents
‘can’ genemlly be dlstmgmshed by th
" .stumpy tail.which they possess but this rule: does not
always- hold good, some: of:: them-—for.; e‘mmple, the
cobras—having: a stluctulo closely lesembhng that of.

the’ colubrines, with' the -oxception, of :the fangs: and .
* organs pertaining:. to. them..  Thore are in this house,
some_young alligators, which are; kept with. the. ‘water-,’

tortoises.: They seem :to. pass their time ge,nex_gxlly in.

.‘bloﬂd hoad and .
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' sleep, b twhen f'eedmg txme comed wiro’ e*{tremely alert.
On’ some riice bemg thrown fito’ the Wator the qlhga{oxs

; pmsued them, swimming- with the mouth raised’ “out of
the water. Having seized the unfmtunate mme, they
held them undeér the surface till drowned, “and ‘thén
tossing thom into tho gullet, bolted thiém wlhole. The .
tortoises’ are not fod with live anunals, bt with raw
mont, which they: tear in mouthfuls under the walter,

B

. THE TOMB OF MAHOMET,
A LETTER from 4 tmveller, now' in' tho East, cont'uns
::some voty mtmestmn- mf‘mm‘zuon o ays: ¢

dey, New Ye'n's D'Ly (.T fmu'uy ‘1st, 1873),‘
ent' with tlnee friends ﬁom Sue/, to a phce called
’ ‘Aylm ousa’ or'the ‘Wel]s of Moses, wlneh is thoun-ht
to ‘be" be’phee called in Bxodus by the namioe of ¢ Dlun
We stfnted e-uly m the mornm g, and’ wﬂked straight
ae1oss the deqext o the p]ace "We could seo it, fxom
 the Bhor e,‘ fts we sunk dankle deep into the: mud at evely
step, and in one 01 t.\vo p]nee‘; we had to ciross the beds’
of dr iéd-up water-courses. *The place'itselfhad a simall
collection of Avab huts, biiilt'of palm’ bnneheq, and ‘the -

" creviees plastcled Wlth Tud: - - The~ Wells are: mostly

[

red over to keep the sun.out.” ‘The- ‘water, which is'
elnsh bubblcs up flom the er ound hke 'v.fountam,

’ ot‘a p'ﬂm t1ee Wlueh is supposed o be 3, 000° years old.
Perhaps it'i is'one of the very' trees that ‘sheltered the
Iswehtes on’ their Joumey However, 1 supposed tho?
place is éonsiderably” ‘altered ‘since Moses wrote: of-its
‘Twelve' wells of water and: threescore: palm trees.’ " We
came 'back by thie Leaten road, made: by the different’
_caravans’ that' go to. Sinai; this bemg the first': ‘point: o
the pilgrimage. - Both ways we:came upon the skelotons
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of soveral camels which had been’ left to dle whem they
had dropped down. : SR :
« A dayor two after, I went to visit a caravan of pll-

grims proceeding to Mecca to see'the tormb of Mahomet.:

Thoe caravan was encamped just outsxde of ‘Suez. . There
were nearly 300 ‘Arabs and Greoks composmrr it.” They

had a greab number of camels loaded with water and
‘provisions. ’l‘he men were all armed with guns, smbles,a
- and pistols,” even more -than a regular soldier would  bo;

the passage. acrogs- the Gr e‘tt Desort being at. this. time
very dangelous in consequence of the Bedoums i The
object of the caravan was to take a splendld snlk ,cnpot‘
to cover the coffin of the pr ophet, We.wer e !
sco the carpet on the production of-a shght v_balxsheesh,
in the shape of a florin, and it is a4 marvellous ‘piece of

workmanship. It was to be taken to its. destm'atwn on-
four white horses, and these will be slain after. the jour
ney is complelod, 5o that they may nover bo nsed agamj- :

for any lese holy purpose.”’
4 —

SWEDISH LAWS

SWEDEN was once the. most: dumken natlon in. Lurope ;'
Now it is ono of the most: tempemte A snnple law

prolnlntm pubhc‘ms flom making g -profi by tho sale of
spirits, and engouy: agmg them to soll tea, coﬁ‘ee, &c has

e ploduced a'most Wonderful change. Happy: homes 'Lre

now. daily increasing in number in Sweden,

There is another vood Swedish law that severely p\m- ’
j_lshes people for: cruelty to animals.:

- A dog which had been run over by a car riage cmwled
to the door of a Swedish tanner. Tho man’s son, ' boy:

_about fifteen- years of age, first stoned and then poured

a vessel of ‘boiling -water upon the poor -animal...This

act of diabolical cruelty was. witnessed by one.of the

magistrates, who thought that such. barbarity: deserved
to be ‘publicly: noticed. He therefore informed. the

]
]
|

!



%34 . CANADIAN SUNDAY.MAGAZINE.

other magistrates, _who no'x,eed to pnmsh the. boy in the
following manner:—

. He was impr 1soned till the next m'ukeb dmy, then in
the presence. of all the people he was conducted to an ele-
vated place by an officor of justice, who read to him. his
sentence: «

1 Inhuman younrr man, bocause you d]d not assxst an
animal which implored your aid by its cries, and which
derived its being from the same God who gave you life '
—because you added to the torture of the agonizing crea -
ture and murdered it, the coundcil of this city. have sen-
tencod you to wear on’ yom breast the name.you deserve,
‘and to recéive ﬁfty stripes.” - He then hung n black board
round his neck with- this ; 1nscr1pt10n—“A gavage and

: mhuman young man;” and after;inflicting upon hun
twenty-ﬁve stripes, he proceedod: :
‘Inhuman young man, you have now Iult; aver y smn]l
. degme of the pain .with.which you tm-Lmed a helpless ;
al in its hour of death. As yon wish for mer ¢y from
that God who created all that live, learn humanity for
1ture.”  Having said this he executed the remain-
the sentence. . - ) :

——'-—-o4o>-.;_..

f‘TR'UTH Is HONOURABLE
A sromz FOR BOYS ‘

v IJITTLE Ohfu]ey I‘ostel was playmrr Wll,h his ball in tho

~ school-yard one morning before school began.  Presently
" the ball slipped out of his hand, 5001101 thau he 1ntended

. and went through the window: with a e rash.  The win:

;- dow was splintered {o pieces, and the ball rolled away

- into & corner of the school-room, -Charley was frightencd.

" He.was a timid- boy, and -the teacher, Mr. Trumbull,

séemed.to :him very big and-very stern. : But Chavley.

had been taught to love the-truth, -and stick to it ‘at.all

. times..» He.did not think for'a moment of irying to-hide

* what he'had done, . So, blushing and trembling, with his
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heart in his'motth, he set off and ran as fist as he conld,
down the road along which the teacher usually came to
school, to tell him all about it. Béfore long he met tho
teacher, walking rapidly towards the school, and go busy:
in thinking about something, that he did not seem to-see

the little boy, who was trying to geb his atiention... .

© @Myl Trambulll 1\[1 Traumbull! stop’ a moment,

. ploase,” said ho. ' o o

SOl Ch‘uley Good mm uum ‘Why whzi};’s the mats
ter now, my little man 2" : ‘

“I broke your window sir, but I didw’ b me:m to T'm

vory sorry for it. I chd it with my bfmll, an 1‘, Lhe bqll is: .
in the school—1 oom now.”

“Poor child,” said the teacher, who saw hlS'O)"OS ﬁ]led
with tears, and a look of groat distress upon his face, “so"
you ran all the way to Lell me, did you? You,ve bogan,,
right, Charley, my boy; whfttevel mischief you o,never:
be afraid or ashamed to tell of’ it

Then with a. ]1<rht heart Charley . ran: .
school ~None of the boys knew that Char ey hadtold
the teachor about it.- They had collected toocthel and
were talking about. the -broken \vmdow “and what the
teacher-would say, as- boys 1iké to do wndeér such cireum-
" stances. Aft(n awhilea little fellow; named John Thomp-

son found the’ b'ﬂ] Awith C. F. ,—the initials. of Charley:
-Foster’ 8 name’ marked on it. ]Ie guessed at once who,
“had done the: mischief. He was not himse!f in. Aho habit: -
*of confessing when he had. done wrong, and judging of ..
Charley by hlmsclf he supposed the teacher knew no-:
thing about who was to.blamo for the accident, so he held.
up hishand_ to. ‘show that he.wished to.speal.. « Well,
Johnny, what have you to.say: 20 asked I\T.i Treambull:;
“Please sir;I've fouiid-out who broke that exe Wmdow, .

said-J ohnny in‘a way which'showed. that he ha.d not rrob, .
. on L ver ¥ wellowith his g gmmmm‘ yet, '
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. %80 have I,” said I\Il Trumbull “and a ver y honom-
able person broke it ‘

¢ A wory honourablo pelson 1 ’l‘lnt made Ch'n lcy
feel very comfortable. . And then the teachor told all the
boys how Charley had come himself to tell aboutit.  He
spoke in high termsof him asaboy to be trusted, and of
the honour he had: g gaineéd in this way. - Thenhe showed
how different it would have been if he had demed itand
told a lie to hide it. Ile would have been found ont
soone1 or: htex then he would have Deen covered w1th
slmne and disgrace.

i DthOl my soul, O Lord, from lying Tlips.” Wo
: shoul(l use this prayer, in the first place; because of the
i~ disgrace which attends lying; and in the sccond place,
. _becauw of the smful stain it leaves upon the soul

el O P
o ‘THE ELDER’S DREAM. _

T is related that an old Scotch clder had once a serious
dispute with his minister atan clders’ meeting. e said
- gorne hard things; and almost broke the minister’s heart.
Afterwards he went home, and the minister went :home"
‘<t>0'o. The next morning the elder came down, and his
Wlfc said to him: -
«“Ye look sad, John'; ‘what is the matte1 with yo
Lo Ah 17 he 1epl1ed, you Would look sad too if you had -

"such a ‘dream ag T'have. T dreamed - had been at the
elders’ meeting, ‘and 1ad said some haid thmors, and
"+ grieved the minister; and when he wenthome I'thought
he died, and went to heayen; and'T thought afterwards I
died too, and went to he‘wen, and when T got to the ‘gates
. of hewen, out came the munster, andput out: his hand

- to take me¢;saying, ¢ Como along, .Tohu thele s nae stufe

up here—L'm- lnppy to séoye. ML .
"The elder went to his minister’ du octly to be« lns par-

" .don, and found he was dead.: The elder: was so stricken

© with the blow, that two-weeks: after he also departed. .
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“And I should not wonder,” said ho who related the
incident, “if he meet the minister at heaven’s gate, and
hear him s'my, ‘Come along, Joln, them 8 nae su lfe up
hove,” ” .

HALF OF 'I‘EE WIDOW’S MITE.

A GENTLEMAN m,llod upon a rich friond for some
charity.”

« Yes, L must owe you my, mltc, said the rich man.

“ Do 'you mean the widow's mlLo " asked: the, solmtm

“Certainly,” was the answer. :

« T shall be s‘mblshed with half as much as she fmvc
said his-friend. - % How much are you worth '
- “Twenty thousand pounds.”

“@Give me then your cheque for say ten thousand;: Llnt
will be half as much as the widow gave; fox shc, you.
kuow, gave all.” '

The rich man ' was b'm(ﬁed Covelous peoplc ofton ry'
to sholtor themsolvos behind tho widow’s mite, and-unde
. the cover .of her contributions give meanly to “'tli‘
Redoemer’s cause.  Hor examplo, indeed, rightly intor-:
~ preted, would 1)1uck solfishness out of the soul, ,:md ﬁll
: to ovelﬁowmn the ch‘mnels of‘ truo, bcnevolonco ’ ’

RV

CRUEL BOYS MAKE CRUEL NMEN.

.\VHLNEVLR ‘wo 860 4 boy cr uelly bo'Lmer a 1)001 hOISO 01
- cow, or throwing stonhes ab.a dog or, eat, we' sy to.
~ourselves, “That boy is likely to  grow up.a bad man.”
When Nero, the wicked emperor, was a httle boy, he was:
cruel to dogs, and-pulled off tho’ wings of £ ﬂles, ‘and “tor-
mented them in many sad ways. - Did he grow up to be,
alkind man 2 Oh no,! sad to tell, he muldel ed his mot,hel,
and bur nt many good people to death, ... ‘
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USEFUL INFORMATION.
T o ‘

AmmoNIA.—Ammonia is, on account of its great solubility in wn.fer,
incapable of remaining in the atmosphere ; and, after every shower
of rain, it is condensed and conveyed to the earth. It is more abun-

- dant in summer than in winter or spring, as the rain falls then more
frequent.  After o thunder-storm the rain should contain the great-
est quantity of ammonin, especially after a protracted ,drduglit.

Eamye.—A person should always take time to eat and masticate
his food well. Dulmg fast is atbended with greatevils, as we: can-
not ploper]y musucute ‘what we take into our mouth, but by eating
slow ly we.are enabled to study the mdlcatxons of appetite. The
moxm,nL the relish for foud slackens it is tinie to stop eating.  There
should lf possmle, be vatiety in food, as none of the .thmcntm y
substances by themselves are capablé of supplying-the wunts of our
bodies. Nob sugar alone, nor salts alone, can rcpair the. conse-
quences ‘of the c]mugcs that occur,in ot bodies. -

Xy

Wuor.nsmmwss or Appm:s —Rnw mellow apples arc dngestedm an
hour and a half, while boiled cabbage 1cquucs five homs Theé most
heulthful ‘dessert that éin be placed upon ‘the table ik a b'ﬂ\ed apple
If caten fmquently at bleakhst with coatse bread and:butter, with-
~out: meuﬁ or' flesh: ‘of any kind,- it lns an admirable effect on' the
gencral system, .often. removing - COnStlpMﬂOD, correcting acidities,
and coolmg, off ﬁ.bule ,conditions more effectually, than the most
approved
dwestlon,'co ect’ the puttefactive tendencies of nitrogeneous food,

3 § nd strcngthcn the power of productive labor.

‘Resr Berors Earing.~~Everybody knows that a scn.son of rest after
dinner pays well, but it is.not; more 1mpolhmt th:m the rest befote
cating if'oné is very weary. This rulc 15, of ‘the utmost lmportnnce
to thié business. man“or ‘the pérson _engaged in’ bmm labor, and its-

* violation is one of tho-chief causes of: otir- nntlonal dyspepsm—-—tlns

and.the rapid cutmg that is customary., I’eople of strong."and” un-

: :nlmpaued constltuﬁlon (if any .such can be found).may not feel how

,1mposslble it, is for the body to cnrry on ihe buamess of dlgestlon

wh(.n great]y fuhgued or‘while it is being piit'to tinrd lnbor in some
“direction; ‘but such is the cuse, and the health of bur citizens is all,

* the time being destroyed for lack ‘of kniowledge on ‘this- point. The

edlcmes Llebw ‘says they preveut delnhty, strcngtheu‘ -
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stomach must have some vitality or nerve force to do its work thh,
and if the body has been using this VJgowusly, with the muscles or
with the brain, a little time should be allowed for gathering up its
encrgies for the task of digestion.

Bzmsmm Cooxma.—A person descn’bes as follows how a gentle-

man;learned in thé culinary art, ¢ooked & boafstenlk fol bwakfnst —
“¥e took the thin, long-handléd fryingpan from. its nxul and putting
it on the stove heated it quite hot. Tn this he put the plcces of
steak, previously pounded, but to my surprise did notiput'a p'utlcle
of butter in the frying-pan, and did not salb Dhis steak:’ He allowed.
the steak to merely glaze over, and then turned it qmckly to the
other side—turning it several times in this manner until it was done. |
Four minutes were not employed on the operation, ‘but T think I
never ate a juicier piece of steak. It was when done laid on tlie plut-
ter, previously warmed, and was buttered und salted and seb a moment
in the hot oven. Allowing the steak to heat but.a. moment on each
side helped it toretain all its sweet juices, and putting on ‘thesalt the
last moment after it was on the platter. dre\y out _i,t»s jniqe{;.

L

SuLREP Dnoumr —A writer on il s'sub_]ect says : —*.If Benjamin
Franklin ever ougmatcd the’ mn‘mn, §ix liovirs of sleop for a man,
seven. for & woman, and eight for a fool,’ he ought uniformly to have
puu,tlscd by the rule of the last number. Young may, if youarea -

student, or engaged in any severs mental occupation,- sleep just ns.

long as you-can sleep soundly. Lylug in bed from lazingss
another thing mtuely Sleep is o thmg thut bells have non
business . to - ir with . thml wush pmyels and § m‘

od is: re-cxcatm H We ar 11nconsuous as.we were' Be
were born ; . and while He holds tis t]u.rc, fu,dmg nm,w the 5

“the woxk of another dxty the p1110w is.as sacred, as q’ snuctumy I
" any fanatic has made you believe that'it isgood for you to e, vxolcutly
wakened fxom yom slcep at an ezuly hour, and to go:'out into. the
damp, raw xur, mommg 'tftel mornmg, w1th yom fmst uulnoka
and his counsels, and take the. full mensurc of‘}rom u.st When
you get your breakfast down, take your exexclse 1f you h'we tune’
or wait until o later hour of the day. Just as’ much lnbor can-be
nccomphhhed in ten hours as in fourteen, with mote eﬁimency aud
less f'ttxgue, when ‘rest and’ bodily ¢ e\erclse arc plopcﬂy taken:”:
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SCRIPTURE EN IGMAS
" Ro. M.
. A Gentile city ;
" Anidol;
" A heathen nation
" A prophetess ; . :
. A kisman of Paul; -
The mother of a prophet ;
.One of the judges ;
A son of consolation.

Dlghf. of the letters will form the name of & hl‘*h priest who hved
in the reign of Tiberius,

NO. ' XX.
My first is in (.u)nl\, but not in whine;
My second in stroke, but not in line. )
My third is in rage, but not in fear; - .
My fourth in bottle, but not-in beer.
My fifth is in air, but not in sen;.
My sixth in hornet, but not in bee.
My whole is the name for a “ gift.”

. ANSWDRS T0 SCRIPTURE LNIGMAS. .
. . xo. \\ 1L
. Melchizedelz, .
E ~ . wo, Xvim
Home.. .
——0—405—0—— ‘
\wiz -, SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS
“s No. 46.~~When was the altar that Jeroboam built destroyed ? .,
" No, 47—~ What name is glven to Christ.by the lagt major pmphut ?
. 48 ~\What future event-is spul\cn of in thc books of Lm.lucl: )
. and Revelation? - o
. 49.—What relation was Joab to David?"
. 50.~~Where 15 the first mention of a slup?

AI\SWIJRS TO SCRIP'I.URD Q,UDSTION

g . 41 ——I‘n.mesme' 5.in, pmyer e )
. No. 42 -—-Lnughter n ‘

" No. 43.—1 Cor.'i. 11.

" No, 44 -——Is'ua.h

“"No, 45.—Thcy wcrc thus madc two—fold mow thc clnld of hell.




