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AN ADDBESS TO THE DISOIPLES OF OHRIST.

Stpenrse

BY REV. B. V. ROGERS, M.A., MINISTER .OF ST, J.AHES?; KINGSTON, C.W.

“ For even Christ pleased not himself.”—Rou. xv. 3.

I St. Paul exhorts ‘the Christiaus at
Rowmesto ke pleasing of others, by the
example of Chrisls self-denial ; but he
lémits this-complaisance 10 that -which is
for:his nerghbon’s “good,” for his edifi-
cation,” or building up, as a temple of
God. '

To gratify another, at %is cxpense, is
sélfisbuess of the worst kind, and wholly
opposed to Christ's life aud doctrire.—
At the iisk of reproach, and ill-will and
ill-usage,—regardless of personal conse-
quences, and without respect of persons,—
He«reproved and rebuked.” HisFather's
gloty, His brethren’s good, he lived for;
and for these he endured all things, ful-
filling the words of prophecy—the re-
proaches of them that veproached thee fell
on me;" Ps. lxix. 9

This pleasing another, for his good aud
te his edification, it would seem, from the
context, is opposed to our self-pleasing;
else Christ’s self.denial would not be
quoted for our learning. It is «the strong”
condescending to the weak”—~to the in-
firmities, the wants, even the defects of |-
others, at the cost of their own personal
Jeelings and gratifications, which St. Paul
would teach :—¢ Let no man seek &zs own,”
i.e. at the expense of another; “ but every
man another's wealth.”

Thess words evidently teach—

First; That the good of others is to be
consylted before our own pieasure; and
that—second, When any other’s good and
edification compete with our gratification,
our -self-gleasure must give place—we
must-deny ourselves, if of us, as of Christ,

we: would have written in the baok of!

VOL. 4.,

His disciples.

God's remembrance,—rke pleased-not-him-
self.

IL. You will perceive that a vast field
of Christian morals, by these words, i3
opéned to our view. Here are dutiesim-
plied for all sorts and conditions of men
to practise, whilst aiming to secure the
good of others. To a great extent these
obligations constitute each man his bro-
ther's keeper, and therefore all the duties
which flow from this brotherhood réla-
tionship are imposed on every man—ds-
cause he is & man and a brother.

In one sense all men are brethren. Ina
far higher sense, all Christians are brethren
—mutual dependants, as members of the
same body ; and, therefore, no ongmember -
can suffer without every other sufferipg
with it,—whether e will or no.

This pleasing of another to his goad s,
then, a consulting of eack one &is own
good, and thus the good of society and
of the Church. « If one member suffer,
all the members must suffer with it; and
if one member be honoured, all the mem-
bers” (as a necessary oonsequence) < will
rejoice with it;” 1 Cor. xii. 26. But the
divine mind says, *“tke strong are to bear
the infirmities of the weak, and not ito
please themselves,” in what would :bear
down and not support. The words are—
«we that are strong ought” i.e. we-owe it
to them. We owe it to Christ, avho has
set us the example. We owe it to his
chureh, ¢ that there be no schism in the
in the body ;" and we-must pay this defer-
ence of our will to-their interests; if we
would be really, what we-are. nominally,
« Frar even Chnist.plenged

N0. 6,
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wot Himself,” Their infirmjites we are
to bear—whatever may be called their
infirmities, their weaknesses—whatever
makes them less useful, less happy, less
God’s servants and soldiers; whatever
makes them fraii, whether of mind, or body,
or spirit. The apostle lustrates his
mesning; 1 Cor. viii. 10.

At Corinth, the meat which had been
offered to their false gods was taken
away and sold in the market. Some of
the Corinthians, who knew that it could
have received no contagion from “an idol
which wasnothing,” from having been laid
before it, bought this meat for their own
use. Others, however, considered that,
from its having been once offered in sac-
rifice, it had become in some sense ¢dola-
trous—notonly would not themselves useit,
but were offended that their fellow-Chris-
tians should do so.

Now mark St. Paul's decision.

He first declaves the nothingness of an
ido}, and therefore what was offered in sacri-

THE GOOD NEWS.

St. Paui adds, “ When ye sin 80 againet

"the brethren, ye sin against Christ s

Christ as the Head of the body, in the
person of his members;—¢ Therefore”
follow my example—*if meat make my
brother to offend, I will eat no meat as
long as the world standeth, lest I make
my brother to offend.”  « It is goodneither
to eat flesh, mor drink wine, mor any
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or
is offended, or is made weak;” Rom. xiv,

21. :
Beloved, never did St. Paul follow

Christ more closely than in this loving
condescension to the prejudices of con-
seentious . ignorance.  Like his Master
and only Teacher, ¢ ke pleased not him-
self” And now disciples of the same
Master are to do as he did—be followers
of Christ together with him.

“We then that are strong”—in know-
ledge, virtue, or religivn—wa are to bear, -
assist these weak ones in carrying their
burdens; just as some stalwart traveller
manfully extends his hand to help a wesk

fice to idols cuuld not be in any way affected |
by it. Here be decides in favour of theI
strong, as to the lawjfulness of their con-
duct. But was it erpedient? All hadi
not the same kuowledge which they had, ‘

companion, or puts his shoulder to the
wheel in a difficulty, or takes the burthen
from the back of another weary and faint-
ing, and for a while carries it himself.
This bearing each other's burden i

and therefore coull not see as they did.
These were conscientious, though they
might be considered scrupulous; and pro-
bably their scrupulosity arose from their
ignorance.  They were brethren, too,
equelly belovéd by Him who died for both
parties, Then should “the strong” con-
tinue to do what was giving pain to these
¢ weak” brethren? Should they mislead
them, by example, to do what would
wound their consciences, and perhaps
tempt them to go back into idolatry?
“Through thy knowledge shall thy weak
beother perish, for whom Christ died#”
ver, 11, Herc was & question for their
Christian principles to decide. Bsassured,

what the Holy Spirit would teach us as
a moral and religious duty, as members
one of another; i.e. beneficent sympathy,
practical love—a lesson the very opposite
of that which says, * Be ye warmed and
be ye clothed;” and wyet gives not that
which is necessary for the body (James
ii. 16);—a lesson more like Him who did
as well as taught a self-denying regard
for the well-being of others—*¢for even
Christ pleased not himgelt.”

Not to please ourselves—not 1o pass by
some poor weak brother, for whom Christ
died as well a8 for us, labouring under
his load, it raay bs of sin or some evil
habit—knees trembling, heart fainting,
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just falling—pass by him, priding our-
selves on our strength, with so-called pity,
better called conlempt than love.

It may not be convenient to hold out
*the hand or say some kind word of loving
rebuke or tender encouragement. It may
givesome trouble and annoyance—perhaps
a little expense or danger—to do just as the
good Samaritan would have done, in our
case. It may -seem very unveasonable to
be disturbed in our ease; just‘as the man
comfortable for the night felt when the
laws of hospitality dragoed him from his
bed, when his friend at midnight would
borrow three loaves of bread. But what-
ever may be the risk; however incon-
venient; at whatever trouble;—we that are
strong “ought” to bear the infirmities of
the weak brother or sister. It is an op-
portunity for doing good which God has
cast in our way, and for which we shall
have to answer. . was neked and ye
clothed me; forasmuch as ye did it uu-
to one of the least of these wmy brethren,
ye did it unto Me.”  Suffering humanity
demands this self-sacrifice! Christ’s ex-
ample enforces the deht; and we must
pay it. “We that are strong” owe it to
the weak, * to bear their infirmities.” We
must beay their burdens would we fulfill
the law of Churist!

IIT. Then it is self-denial in order to
the glory of God and the good of men,
to which St. Paul exhorts us as disciples
and imitators of the self-denying Jesus.—
By way of example he offers Zimself:
“even as I please all men in all things, not
seeking mine own profit, but the profit of
mauy, that they may be saved;” 1 Cor. x.
33.

The apostle objects to the bad example
of some. «“If any man ses thee that hast
knowiedge sit at meat in the idol's temple,
shall not the conscience of him that is
wesk bo emboldened to est those things
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which are offered to idols " 1 Cor. viii 10.
He adds the evil consequence to be:—
“ Through thy knowledge shall thy weak
brother perish, for whom Christ died 9" ver.
11. Observe, St. Paul does not say that
this «strong” Corinthian kimself received
any injury from what he did. He knew
that “anidol was nothing in the world,” and
that therefore the idol-temple was nothing
more than any other place; that the food
which he ate there was inno degree affect-
ed by its having been offered to the idol.
He was strong in knowledge. It was for
others that his being there, and seemingly
partaking of the idol-worship, was injuri-
ous. His example tempted others to do
as be'did; and many a weak brother was
emboldened to do what he belicved to be
wrong—to eat those things which were
offered to idols; believing at the same time
that an idol was a being, and therefore
that he was in some sort a partaker with
that idol in what he ate.

True, all this was mistake. But the
weaker brother believed it to be as he
understood it, and acted accordingly, and
was in danger of injuring his soul. The
example of this “strong™ man was mis-
leading this weak brother to his injury—
it might be to his ruin.

Wae see in this case the power of example.
It is what we do, and not what we say,
that tells on others.

Saying, without doing, is little better
than opinion, albeit without power either
for good or ill. But saying, and doing
what we say, shows that we believe what
we say; that is conviction to others, and
comes home to them with just that force
which personal char.cler or station or
learning can give. Then the exampie of
oune man over another is powes, in propor-
tion as that one '‘man excels another in
station, in society, or personal character, or
anything elss which usually gives influence,

\

\
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* Xab thid eondists o torrible mponmbnmy
oftaibn‘fé

“What! wé'hiave: of gifty and'ondowmerits,
and what we are’ by moans of them, and
tho good hand of God' upon us, nre trusts
comthitted. to: our enre' for tho good of
othiers and thereforo the not living to our-
selbies i & ditty whioh ovéry man owes to
society, flowing from that-trust,

In connection with this it is to be re-
membered, that fow if any are without
gome circle of influonce more or less ex-
tonded. No maun's example, then, is with-
out some power on others, Even the
most limited has his noxt neighbour;
others their own familivs, whilst others
again a whole communily. '"Then no man
can excuse himsalf with this idea—« I have
no influence, and therofore what 7 do is of
no consequence {0 othois,”

Nothing is further from the truth than
that a man can bo &fs own enemy only;
80 long as example i power for good or
ill. That man is a friend ov enemy to
society, in proportion ns his example is
good or bad.

Hor is example confined to those on
whom it first aots, It descends to those
that coms afler; and ovil example is so
subtle a fluid that it can, and often does,
infect unborn gonerationa,

Take an illustration, St Paul labouved
with his own hanls to make himself « an
ensample” to the Thessaloninn Church of
& noble independonce; and bow much of
that of which ho saya of thom, « ¥e were
ensamples to all them that believe,” flowed
from Paul’s pattern, wo may imagine from
considering the powor of such a minister
as “an ensample to tho flock.”

IV. Brothran, 1 would draw to a close.
From what I have snid it appenrs that life
%’ a fearful thing, full of tremendous r¢-
sponsibilities, for which-each living man
willhave to give an aceount tor God ; whilst

BOO0P NEWS.'

they that coine afterhimrwill etinoble-op
“braud' Iifm; in proportion as the' power of
his life has been an' ensample for*good'or
ll. T conclude that a- good example: of
self-sacrificing for the good. of others is to-
be set—cost what it may. The Holy
Spirit commands it! The One Master and
the faitbful disciple exemplify it! «For
even Christ pleased not himself” « Even
as I please all men (for their profit) that
they may be:sqved.”

By way of application— .

«T speak as unto wise men; judge ye
what I say;” 1 Cor. x. 15. F speak to the
Church—toits members, its communicants,
such of you as think yourselves “strong”
in all that makes true strength: not physj-
cal, but moral; not moral ouly, but spiri-
tual also. Brethren, « Whilst we bave
opportunity, let us do good unto- all men,
especially to them who are of the house-
hold of faith.”

Opportunity is doing the right thing at
the right time and ia the right place.. Life -
lis the day of opportunity. Each' of us
has but oune day, and ihat is only lent; and
the loar may be recalled long beforg the
| day of life, our threescore years and ten, is
| spent: and as a past hour cannot be re-
| ealled, so a lost opportunity cannot, How
many have consumed their latter days in
vain regrets over former days mis-spent or
ill- spent' Remember, it is to the world:
land to the church that we professing
| Christians owe a duty, and that is to be
paid as occasion ofters, denying ourselves
Jor their good. :
| Brethren, there is a practice which has
become a castom, equally affecting albeit
all—the professing Christian as well as
those who make no profession of religion;
a practico which, when it bas become habit
| with any man, seizes alike the Christian
and the Christless; respects neither persons
nor character, but brings down to oné
common level prince. and peasant, the
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43 i expedient  Granted thay some e
-use i without.injury to themselves, . I am

learned and the ignorgnt, yes, the sinner
and the reputed saint!

Tt & practice sly and artful, introduc-
ing 1Lself thh all the. courtesies of life, at
marriage feasts and funeral gatherings and
baptismal rejoicinge.. It appeals fot toler-
ation 'to the best feelings of our nature,
and is indilged in most by men of the
highest natural endowments and social
quahﬁcatlons. 1t professes to have at heart
man's good, and when reasoned against
points in self-support to the people of place
‘both in church and state. Eloquert, too,
it can quote Secripture in its own defence;
nay, when severely pressed by its oppo-
nents, it turns again and claims the Bible
on its side from Genesis to Revelation! I
admit that this custom is time-konoured,
very ancient, and vastly extended.

With Scripture before me I dare not
question its autiquity, for it is old as NVoahk.
That it was widely pervading society in
the days of Moses, I conclude from the sin
of Aaron’s two sons, who presumptuously
offered strange fire under the influence of
strong drink. The effects of this practice
must have been understood in the palmiest
days of Israel, for Solomon speaks of it
{Prov. xxi.; xxiii. 21, 29, 30), though in
no very honourable terms; aud more than
once cautions against the natural conse-
quences of indulgence. The prophets, too,
those special instructors_of the church and
people of God, refer to it, but only to con-
demn it. In New Testament days, if we
-ruay judge from the advice of St. Paul to
Timothy, the practice was to be the excep-
tion and not the rule of everyday life. It
was 10 be the medicine and not the diet;
for occasional necessities and not an ordi-
aary indulgence,

Bui I am to-day not objecting to the
lavfuluess of the practice, but pleading
with the disciples of Christ against its. ex-
pedioucy, Granted, if you please, that it
is lawful to use stimulatiag drink as diet.
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sure you will not closa your qyes to, v{hgt'
is passing every day, every where, and
deuy that many carnot, Then, is it kind,

s it lovmg, i8 it following the example Qf

Hiw who is your great example, a5 Huw'
disciples, to use that as a dmly beverage

‘which others drink to their injury, snd

finally to their ruin?

Do you say, « I am strong #* I mxght
paint you to St. Paul’s caution to the
Corinthians, who thought so too: *“ Let
him that ¢hinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall” I do not say that, likely,
that last victim to the drinking customs of
society was once strong as you now are;
but I would respectfully draw your minds,
as Christians, to the words of St, Paul:
“We then that are strong ought to bear
the infirmities of the weak.” Do you say
I need stiraulation; my health demands it:
then alcokol is medicine and not diet. Use
it medicinally ; take it as a wise physician
would preseribe it, and when cured, vease
from it as from auny other medicine.

I would press the question, How far
do you need it? Surely not more than
meat and drink. Then what says the.great
apostle, “If, by my eating meat, I should
cast a stumbling-block in the way of a
weak brother, I will eat no meut Test I
occasion his fall.” Say, do you use it be-
cause you like it Z—from self-indulgence?
“Then, now walkest thou not chantably
The law of love would teach you very dif-
ferently ; and He who is love has left you
a very different example than thus, by your
example, to destroy him for whom Christ
died. Listen once again to St. Paul, or
rather to God, whose words Paul spoke.
“ It is good —good for yourselves, be-
cause “ godlinessis profitable to all things;”
good for your fellow-men—ét i3 good
neither 2o eat flosh,” &ey, fe, Gaod gwve
us all grace, brethren, to adoptand practise
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'the apostle’s rule, ® Whether therefore ye

‘eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all |

to the glory of God.”
And yet, after all that has been said or
could be said in favour of Christians deny-
. ing themselves for the good of others, to
practise it on principle we need strength
from Him who has set us the example,
“for even Christ' pleased not himself.”
“ He giveth more grace.” Grace only can
constrain us “to walk as He walked.” |
Let us realize the price paid for us. Let :
us estimate the value of a soul. Let us,
win souls to Christ, and do what in us lies
to prove the reality of our faith by the
koliness of our practice. ' ‘

THE LAND OF LIGHT.

¢ Tho Lamb is the light thereof.”—Rrv. xxi. 23.

That clime is not like this dull clime of ours;
All, ullis brightness there

A swoeter influenco breathes around its flowers,
And a far milder air.

No calm below is liko that ealm above,

No rogion here is like that realm of love;

Earth’s softest spring ne’er shed so soft a light, ,

Harth’s brightest summer never shone so bright.

That sky is not like this sad sky of ours,
Tinged with earth’s change and caro :

No shadow dims it, and no rain-cloud lowers,—
No broken sunshine there!

One everlasting stretck of azure pours |

Its stainless splendour o’er theso sinless shores ;
For there Johovah shines with Heavenly ray, i
Thero Jesus refgns, dispensing endless day.

These dwellers there are not like thoso of earth,
No mortal stain they bear;

And yeot they seom of kindred bluod and birth,— |
Whence and houw came they there? |

Earth was their native svil; from sin and shame,

Through tribulation they to glory came; !

"Bond-slaves deliverod from sin’s erushing load, !

Brands plucked from burning by the hand of God.

D NEWS.

SEEING JESUS,

“To see Christ,” said the late Dr. Rafiles,
as be lay dying—*to see Christ, that is
heaven!” *What,” said his' friend and
former companion in labours (Angéll
Jamed), “ what would the gathering of a
court be, without the King 2" 0,” said
another of kindred spirit, *for the shadows
to flee qiway, that I might look and be
filled with his overcoming love!”

It is thus that the thonghts of dying
saints fasten upon the visien of Jesus as
the chief element in the joy of heaven; and
the bebolding of the King in his beauty
becomes the longing hope of the heart that
is beating out the last mowments of life.
“«T do believe,” said Rowland Hill, when
dying, “that for the first ten thousand
years after we enter the kingdom of glory.
it will be all surprise”” «But will this
surprise never end?” « Never, while we

{ behold the person of our Lord.” And thus

David Sandeman, when his hour was come,
called to memory the verse he had often
quoted, and commanded it to be sent to
far distant friends as the expression of his
heart’s desire:
«] would be where Jesus waiis me,
I would be where Jesus is,
All too long have we been parted, .
Let my spirit speed to his.”

Can we be wrong in supposing that this
blessed unity io the dying emotious of
Gud's saints, and in the longings of their
bearts after hiin whom their souls love, is
an answer to the wonderful prayer of
Christ, « Father, I will that those whom
thou hast given me be with me where I
am; that they may behold my glory, which

 thou hast given me.” And how can bis

prayer, and the inexpressible longings of
their hearts, ever be denied or disappointed !
Reader, would it be heaven to you to ses
Christ 3— Presbyterian.

—_— e — O~ ——

These robes of theirs are not liko thoso balow; ! Happingss is mot .t'he end of lifo; charac-

No angol's half so bright! l'ter is. This woild is not a platform whers
Whence came that beauty, whenco that living glov, ! you will hear Thalberg-piano-playing. Tt
- h'glfentc}:’ c}‘;med?‘!“tl:‘admnf whito? jis & piano-manufactory, where are dust,
~Voshed in the blood of the atoning Lumb, and shavings, and boards, and saws, and
Fair as-the light theso robes of theirs became, ! 3 d > a a The
And now, all tears wiped off from overy oye, files, #nd  rasps, an 9’*9 “papers. ¢
They wander whore-the'frcshest pastures lie, perfect instrument and the music will: be
Through all the nightless day of that unfading sky. | hereafier.— Beecker.



THE GOOD NEWS,
. * THE DREAM:

QR, GOD'S VOICK TO THE LOVERS OF PLEASURE.

1471

though it mourned its own office of desolg-
tion; and yet it never ceased to rage and blow,
aud howl the more, as the destruction jt.
caused became the- more frighttul, Sho re-
tired to rest late, and with the air of oue who.
eapects from sleep ueither alleviation nor re- |

s1Qod spoagetn onde, yen iwico, yet man per-
oivath it nots n o drorm, in a vision of the night,
when deep steep falleth upun men, in slumberingg

the bed, thon e opencth the oars of men and . " - .
Sraloth thoir Jastruction. —Jon XXXl 1416, freshmeut.  ‘Lbe next moraing, she again

«Bocause T have called und yo refused: I havo searcely touched breakfust, and seemed in the
strotched out wy hand and no man regarded; but | sume oppressed and wucomfortable state as
Sehorossat spoght s el anlWatlinng | o the proceding du. -+ A, you ave not
‘\)vgll}){ll;?x “\)voht;n your fear cometh."— Proy . 1. 2i--6, | well; is it your l]m‘d 'h_nt puing you " “I

am well and nothing pains me.”  “T'hen you
In .the year 1814, the lute Mr. and Mis. [ have something on your mind, and why will
Foster (who were jost in the Rothesuy Custle | you ot tell us? Do we not luve you ? have
steamer, August, 1831), were acquaintud with | we_not the same earthly juterest with yoa.?
three sisters, residing in London, two of whom ; iud can we seck any good but yours, in our
were very pious, retiring women, and the third { wuxious wish to share your sorrows 1«0 !
was just as gay and volatile, in proporboi., you have superstitions of your owi, wWithout
They were all elderly, which rendvred the ‘mine being added. I shall not tell you what
jetyof the third the less becoming, “tud}ﬂso aile me, 50 you have no occasion to excite
inclined her, the more easily, to take offence | your curiosity. I dare suy you would be de-
at avy remarks made upon it Sh}e h.uted the | liglited to haow, tfor you would think it sume
piety of her sisters, and opposed it in wavy | spiritual trivmph or other.  But I laugh at
petty aud spiteful iustances, though they en-| those things. 1 am not quite old enough yet
deavoured sedulously to accommodate them- | to be the victim of dreams and visions.”
selves to her, aud tu render the difference |« Aung, we dout believe in dreams and
between them aslittle disugreeable as pussible. | visions.”  She answered sharply, < Vo ! nor
®One night, towards the close of the year 1814, ' do I mean yoo should ! The sisters luoked
she bad been at the assembly very late, and | at cach other, and relapséd into silence.
the next morning, at breakfast, wa§ so re-1  I'nis second day passed like the first; Auna
murkably different from hee usual manner, | was gloomy and moody, aud her sisters, both
that her sisters feared that she was either very | front” pity aud anxiety, were nohappy for her
wnwell, or had met with some mistortune | suke. The third moining, she again entered
which affected her deeply. Instead of her | oa the duy as vue who lonthes the light—who
wsual incessaut chatter about every person has no object in being; aud to whom the lapse
she had met, and every thing she bad seeu, | of time, and prospects of faturity, bring
and all that hud been said and dong, she sut | neither peace nor hope.  As her sisters lovked
silent, sullen, and absorbed. ‘The gloom upon | at her, one of them suddenly said, * Auna,
her Lrow wus a wisture of temper and dis- | what was your dream?”™ She started, and
tress ; and seemd to iudicute a fixed and | Lughed wildly, * Ha! what was if, iudeed ?
- dogged resolution, furmed upuhcil‘cmnataucvs!)Ull would give the world to know, but I
disagreeable to herself, as if she were resolved | shall not tell you! I thought you did not
1o pursue-her own will, thouzh it should lead | believe jn dreams " % No more we do : in
‘her into most unuecessary trouble, rather than s neral, you know, they are assurcdly the off-
follow the course she kuew to be right, but spring of a disordercd stomach, confused
which wouald reduce her to submit her own | images or fancies, whilst reason is durmant;
will to the power and coutrol of another. As gud the memory of them soon passes away,
she ate nothing, Ler sisters inguired “il shie | after we are fairly engaged in oar daily avo-
were ill 27« No.” “ What was the nuatter 271 cativns. But no doust there we dreams,
“Nothing.” “They were afruid something  which are not sent in vain, uny muie han
hud distressed her:” she ju reply, “had o idea  wlilictions or any other waruing.  Tice isa
of people prying into matlers that &id not | cese in the Bible, which mentions God as
concern them.” The whoie of the murning speaking to man in adream, ‘in tue visions
was passed aloue in her own soum, and at of the night, when deep sleep fullet upon
dinger the same scene reeurred as in ihe | men’” She laughed agajp, and said, “you
moruing.  She scurcely ate anythivg, and | pave verses in the Bible wr every thiug that

[N

aever spoke, bat to answer uowillingly what
she was asked ; and svith an appearance of
depression, obstinacy, wod melancholy, that
ead its iuflucuce very painfully over the
eerfuluess of her compauuions, Thus bas
850 wind been heard to bowl and mean, as

suits you; but I do not choose to be warned
in such & way. I have no doubt 1suall get
it out of my nead in u day or twu.” - Aupa,
we do beseech you to tell us; of you really
have had « dream from Heaven, you surely
would not wish to forget it, wad i not, we wift
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hd&.,lyou to laugh it of.” She answered, half
salkily, . Well; I sappose if you must know
ity you must. It was very extraordipary, no
doubt. I should bave thought it the effects
ofv the.ball, but that I never saw, any where,
any.thing.io the least resembling it ; and you
must, not suppose thut you uuderstand what
¥ am about to relate, for you never saw, and %
never can imagine, apy thing like it——I
thought that I was walking in the wide street |
of a city; many people were walhing there
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deed, passing fair, but it made mo shuddon
ond turn away. Ag T tarned, T saw oue upen
the lower step; Inoking at me with an interess
80 intense, and a. mapner so anxious, that §
stopped te hear what he had to sey. 'Ho
asked me, in a voice like liquid music, ¢ Wh

Jo you turn away. ? Is there peace: elcowhere

Is there pleasure in-the works of darkuess ™
1 stood in silence; he pressed me to enter, ba$
T neither answered nor moved.  Suddenly be
disappeoared, and another took his place, with.

hegides miyself ; but there was sometbing in | the same look, and with the same manner. I
their air that immediately struck me,  They | wished to avoid hiny, but T seemed rivetted to
seemed thoughtful und cheerful, neither occu- | the spot. ¢ Art thon come so far ?' said he;

ied with business vor with gaiety, but hav- | ¢ wilt thou lose thy labour ? Put off thine

ing about thum such dignity of repose, such :

high and settled purpuse, snch peace, and |
such purity, ns never was stamped upon mortal

own garments, and take the white livery/)
lere he continued to press me, till 1 gof
weary and angry, and said, ¢ [ will not enter;

brow. The light of the-city was al:o strange; | I do vot like your livery, and I am oppressed
it-was not the sun, for there was vothing to | with your whiteness’ ~ He sighed, and was
dezzle; it was not the moop, tor all was clear  gone.  Many passed by me ; looked at me
as.day. It seemed an atmusphere of light; | with mingled pity and kindness, and pressed
calm, lovely, aud changeless.  As I loohed at | me to follow on with them, and offered me a.
the l’)uildmés, they scenmed all palaces, but | Lund up the steps which led to their mysteris
El?ztlii\'e tlﬁ: p‘axhxces Olf ﬁurt‘l), 'J‘l.'i') p»tn i‘m‘ nt‘ ou.? chn}ng,:e; hu]t ]I. rtr\je}c’t(‘\;] t](};\xp all, zlndhsto%(:.
at I wallied on, aud the liouses thut T saw,  melancholy and disturbed. One young brig!
were all alike of gold, bright and hining, and - messenger, stationed on the steps, (-:xn‘\’e up to
clear as glass.  The lurge and glittering win-  me, and entreated me to enter, with a voico
dows seemed like divided rainbows, uind wire "unid manuer 1 could not resist. ¢ Do not turn,’
made to give uud transmit light—ouly the e said, ‘where canst thou go ? Do not linger,
light of gladuess. It way, mduqd, a pinco‘t(f for wh); shouldst thou weary thyself for
wl.m{.l{ d]lc.(ﬂm lmu;;h;dluuill—i“lung (Imtm) %oughtt ? l(iutor .he?re, -aAud taste of ltl(:\qlq?nne:ss.
_might dwell. 1 could not help erying out, as | Do not all goin? Are any rejected 2 Do
I walked alone, * Surely these are the habita- | not all tribes, and all colours, press into that
gonst o(; xjig,;h;eoudsnessr mttd }ruth:"lall t‘:nﬁ shallf? t.A]rg_ tht}a){ not washed,la.nd Iclol(llmd, 311(%
eauty, bright and perfect. I conld not tll | comforted ? e gave me his hand an
what was wauting to muhe me wish for ctor- ; eutered the hall along with him.  Here T was
nity in such a scene, aud yet its very purity | oprivkled with pure water, and a garment of
olppr(»;;scd ;ne ;fll_.s:(tiw notlultxg cgng(;nfml, { pure.s l'ntc was put upon my s]:ouldlers l’) .a_md,
} loug ;Jo({ \]s 0 \tI}n ness nlucf llt"c 1Il" every ‘It l}nml\) mt)lt ho.\g, bug; I mlounted tl_e1 u%hti
ace of that happy throng. I felt nothing re- | staivs by the side of my happy guide.
sponsive; 1 returned in silence their friendly : what a sight burst upon me, when : hod
grectings, nn‘d walked on oppressed and sad. ' ;eached their summit! But mortal words
, 1saw that they all went one way, ard T fol- ! canuot deseribe, nor mortal fancy in any way
lawed, wondering at the reason; and at length  conceive.  Where are the living sapphires—
1 suw them all cross over to a building, mueh | where are the glittering stars, that are like
finer wd larger than the rest; T saw them ! the bright audicuce in which 1stood? Where
aecend its massive steps, and enter beneath | sre the forms of ether, or the looks of love,
its ample porch. 1 fult no desire to go with :tlmt breathed in the inuumerable company
them ; but so far as the fuot of the steps T that moved around me ? I sunk down, over-
approached from curiosity. I saw pxr‘\ons:powered and wretched. I crept into a corner,
entlcr, wh;l) were dressed in u;:erlyl varied cuhiur, \ umll tried to hide myself, for 1 saw él\ai Ilhat(,l
and 1 all the costumes of all vations; but {nothing in unison with the blessed residents
they disappeared within the porch, and then ‘ of such a place. They were moving in &
Leaw them cx'ussl\‘t‘lggk hall. It was not marble | dance to the music, to the harmony of song
—it was not gold's vut light, pure light, con- | that never fell upon mortal ear. My guide
golidated into forn’). It was the mogu,’with- joined, iu a mptulre, and 1 was jeft al‘zn%. I
out her culdness; ‘;t wai the sun, without his!saw the tall forms, all-fair and brilliant, ig
dazziy ray: ond within was a staircase, | their own inellable felicity: their songs, sud
mountug upwards, all of light ; and T saw it [looks of gratitude, formed the countengnces
touched Ly the feet and the white suotless | and differences of cach. At length I'saw oug
garmeuts of those who ascended. It was, in-  taller than the rest, and every way more fair-
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more damlidg, more awful, shcpassiog far,.| the temple-of God g there, and the Lamb is
what yet surpusses thought; and to himeach| the light thereof. All who enter must put
e wag turned, aud i tis face each fuce was, off their own garments, namely,, their aaright.
brightened. The sovg aud the dance were in | evusness, aud must be clothed io linen, clean
‘his honour; and all seemed to drink from: himn  and white, even the righteousness of the
their life and juy. As T guzed, in speechless | saints; ‘nad heir righteousness is of me, snith
and trembling amazumeut, oue, who saw me, | the Lord” Those who walk in the heavoni
10ft the compuny, aud came to where I stuod.ltemple are they who have come through
‘Why, he asked my, 'art thou so silent ! great tribulation, and have washed their
Come quichly, and uuite i tae dance, aud  robes, and made them white in the blood of
join ju the sung,” I felt sudden auger in my , the Lamb ; and they cease not praising God.
{murt, aud T auswered with sharpuess, ‘I will | day »ad night, and they sing & uvew song,even
not join ib your song, for I do uut kuow the & svng which none know but those who are
tune; I will not join the duvce, for I do vot redeemed. ‘It is the song of Moses avd ths
know the measare” ITe sighed, and, with & j Lamb.’ Wisdom waits daily at the steps, to
look of most humiliating pity, resumed his | call the sous of meu iuto that temple, and the
place. people of God try to persunde their fellows:
« About a minate altec auother came, and | to tread in their steps, and the ministers are:
addressed me as the uther had done.  With, appoiuted to watch for souls in every way,
the same lewper aud words T auswered him. , aud, by every means, to persuade men, and to
He lovhed as if he could have resigned his try and save them. O Auvna, you. know
own duzaling glory to have gisen it to me. | something of the way: do lay dewn your own
If heaveu can know anguish he scemed to feel | will, aud hearken te this fearful warning.
it: but b left me, and retired.  What conld | Join us, and learn the steps that lead o
it be that put such tempen ivto my heart T heaven, and how to'siug the song of praisel”
At length the Lord of that glorivus company, | Avua’s brow darkened, aud she answered, ~ I
of those ghitterivg fotms of ufe, wud light, aud | do not want you to preach to me; I shall o
beauty, of those cougs. of harmouy, wnd those as I please.” She contivued in this melan.
shouts of tritnph and of juy, suw me, aud | choly state to the end of the week, and was
came up ty spriis. My very pulse was thrlled | fousd in ner room a corpse! None knew
with awe ; I {elt my wived curdle, aud the | the cause of her death ; she died without

flesh upon me tremble through its pores: and
yet my heart grew harder, and my voice wug
bold. He spoke, and deep-tuued music seemed
to issue from-his lips. * Why sittest thou so
still, and all arvand thee glad ? Comne, juin
the dauce, fur I have trivmphed ! Cowe, join

the song, fur now wy prople reigu ! Love, |

ineffuble, unatterable, seemed to beam upon
me, as though it conid have melted a heart of
stora. 1 felt it, but melted not. I gazed one
instant, and said, * I will not join the dance,
for 1 do not kuow the measure; I will nct join
the song, for I da uot hnow the tune.’ Crea-
tion would have fled at the chauge of his
countenance : lis glavee was lightuing ; and
in a voice luuder thdu ten thousaud thunders,
he said to me, < Then what dust thou here ?
The floor bewcath me vpeaed, the carth
yuaked, and I suuk juto flanes aud turinents;
and with the fright 1 awohe.”

There wus u womentary silence, fur the
sisters were sbocked and distressed at the
dream ; and weitlier of them thought it the
effects of o nataral cause. * Anng, we cantot
wish to help you to forget such a dream as
thig; we surely believe it is from God; und it
muy be greatly blessed to you il you will
Eermit itto be so. Your description of the

oly city may be an impregsion from much
the same description-in the Ruvilution. The

eity.has.no need; of the sun nor the moo, for:

disease, and without spiritaal change,

VALUE OF TRACTS.

A Christian gentleman was travelling on
a steamboat. He took some tracts out and
scattered them about for the pass.:ngers t&
read. Meny were glad to get them, and read’
them carefully. But one gentleman was
there who dis iked religion and religious peo-
ple very much. He took one of the tractsand:
doubled it up, and then deliberately took out
his penknife and cutit allup intolittle picces,
He then held up his hand and scattered the
picces over thie side of the boat, to show his-
contempt for religion. When he had done
this he saw one of tl.e pieces sticking to his
coat. He picked it off, and looked at it
woment Lefore throwing it away. Omn one
side of that bit of paper was only one word.
It woe the word ¥ God.” He turned it over,
and ,n the other side was the word * Lter-
nity.” He threw away the bit of paper,
He gotrid of that easily enough, but {hose two
solemn words, “ God” and ¢ Eternity,” he
could not get rid of. He tried drinking—Hhe
tried gambling—to drive thouve words from
his mind ; but it was of no use. They haunt~
ed him wherever he went, and he never had-
any comfort till he became a Christian,
That little piece of paper, with thosé two
words upon it, was the means of his conver.
sion,
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was made perfect in his servant’s weakness,
He brougbt him through them. . The fires
BY THE LATE REV. J. BMITH, CHELTERHAM. | wera not extinguished, nor were the rivers-
. . . drained, but step by step be was led on,
However rough the Christian's journey | until he could say, «“We went through fire
may be, it is but short. However hoavy land through water, bui thou broughtest
his burden, he has not far to carry it.!us out into a wealthy place.” They did
However severe his trials, they will soon | him good, for they decpened his sanctifi-
be over. The apostle Paul had asrongh ! cation, led him to prayer, and exercised
a journey, as heavy aburden,"aud assevere | his trust aud confidence in God. They
trials a8 most, but the Lord was with hiin | made him more wuseful in his ministry,
in them all, and at length he bore this! for they qualified him to speak a word 1n
testimony,  out of them ell the Lordde-4seasonto them that were weary. They
livered me” (2 Tim. iii. 11). Such will {1ended to his honor, exercising bis courage
be our case soon; let us anticipate it, and 1and valour as a good soldier of Jesus
now mnotice, : | Christ. They found work for all his
Tee pamsrvL rEviEw.—He had been | graces, and tauglit him the value of his
persecuted ; violently persecuted, often per- | spivitnal avmour.  'Che Lord delivered him
secuted; persecuted both by Jews andioutof them all. The last trial came, and
Geutiles; porsecuted for Christ’s sake. Tolhe enduved it. The last cross was laid
serve Christ was bis delight. To make | upon him, and he manfully earried it after
known Christ was his great object. Wher-1Jesns. The last foe came up, and he con-
ever he went he preached a personallquered bin in the strength of the Lord.
Christ; a Cbrist who was a Jew; a|The call of his Master was heard, and he
Jew, hated -by his countrymen, and at|said, “I am ready.” - He laid down his
length crucified. This Christ he preached | life for Christ on earth, and then went to

as the only Saviour, and everywhere affir-
med that there could be no salvation for
any one but through him. This enraged !
the rabble, and greatly offended the poiite. ¢
He was therefore persecuted, and consider-
od unfit to live. He was persecuted for
the truth’s sake, for he everywhere pro-
claimed the unity and spirituality of the
divine nature, in opposition to idolatry;
and salvation by Christ alone, iu opposi-
tion to the ceremonies, sacrifices,and services
of priests and people. He refers also
to afflictions. His persecutions were from
men, but many of his afffictions came from
God. He was affficted in body, and suffer-

reign with Christ in héaven. His deliver-
ance was fuli, perfect, and eternal.  Long
since has he rested {rom bis labours, long
has he been reaping in glory what he sowed
in grace, and gatheving in heaven what he
scattered on earth.

If we endure we shail also be delivered.
The cross always comes before the crownj
the wilderness before the promised land;
and weariness before rest. ' We musi suffer
with Christ, if we would reign with him.
The fierce and fiery persecutions endured
by the apostles we may not be called
upon to pass through; but some measure
awaits most of the Loid’s people. Our

od much; therefore he siid, * Wethat are| atilictions may uot be as numerous or as
iu this tabernacle do groan,being burdened.” | heavy as his, but they will be heavy enough
He was affficted in mind—* without were | sometimes.  We may not be pressed be-
fightings,and withiu were fears.” He was| yond surength, but, ke onr Master, we
tried by good men, aad he was tried by |may just have strength enough, Lut vone
bad ones. Everywhere, and from all{tospare. [f we suffer now, we shall also
-quarters, afflictions, troubles, and twals|iestify soon. The bitter is before the
flowed in upon him; and he was at times | sweet; the storms and frosts of winter before

out of measure, sbove strength, in- | the flowers and fryits of summenr. If we suf-

somuch that be despaired even of hfe.
But now mark,

His RONOURABLE TESTIMONY.—* Oui
of them all the Lord delivered me) The
Lord supported himin themand hisstrength

fer for Christ, we suffer witk Christ; for
he never leaves bis people to suffes alono.
If we suffer, we shall be sustained and
supported, and the time is not far distant
when we shall be able tosay of all our
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griefs_and woes, of all our trials. and | widens, till, like the circlet in the lake, it
troubles, of all our persecutions and afflic- | becomes a mighty circumference of bless-
tions, “ Qut of them all the Lovd delivered | ing.
me.” But such  time will never ome if | « prionds, purents, neighbours we must first ombraoe,
the experience of the unconverted sinmer| Ourcountry noxt, and rext tho human raco."
—for him there is no deliverer, for him| How was it with the woman of Sameris,
there will be no deliverance; the sufferings | for examplo ? Having found the Saviour
of earth will only conduct him to the more, herself, she did all in her power t6 make
terrible suflerings of hell, and the troubles | him known as the Messiah, the Clirist of
of time will introduce the torments ofeter- | God; and through her instrumentality a
nity. O sinner, let your present troubles | yole city of the Samaritans became filled
lead you to seek the Saviour! Let your  yith the power and influence of the gospel.
sufferings now induce you to flee {o Jesus,|  And who ean deseribe the veward, or
that you may not suffer for ever.  The | iahtly estimate the privilege of leading lost
design of your present afllictions and troubles siﬁnefs to the Saviour? The rewarg, we
may be tolead you toretlection, to produce, xyow, is of free grace and mercy alone;
couviction, and to vige you to ery for mercy, | hut do we not also know that the highest
while mercy.may be found. There isa recompenss of reward will be bestowed on
Deliverer now; be can deliver you: apply i successful labour for Christ? Did the
¢o him, .and be W‘“i “eg1‘39t to do S0, and | {houeht ever strike you, reader, that your
you perish.  «Consider this, y2 that for- | yeward will be according to your works?
get God, lest I tear you in pieces,and there { For what saith the Word?~ «“He that
be none to deliver.” These are his own | soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly,
words; are they not alavming? are they aud he that soweth bountifully shall reap
a0t awful¢ . also bountifully.” Doubtless, therefore,
_ o . | the brightest of those crowns prepared for
WINNING SOULS TO CHRIST. | the coronation day of the saints shall be
« He first findeth his own brother Simon,—and , reserved for such as were the means of
he brought him to Jesus."—Joux 1. 41, 42. ! bringing most souls to Jesus. And if so,
This is the object of the Christian min- | whai an encouragement to Sabbath-School
istry, of Sabbath-School instruction, of | teachers, tract - distributors, missionaries,
tract-distribution +—in short, the object | and preachers of the gospel, first (of course)
which every oné who hears the gospel | to become possessed of salvation for their
should place in the fore-front of life’s aims  own souls, and then to become the means
and efforts, namely, to win Christ first, and | of gathering in the sheaves of a golden
then to win otbers to Christ. How beauti- . harvest into the garner of the great Hus-
ful the picture to which the words we have , bandman! Or if first washed in the blaod
quoted vefer! Onc brother brings anothér | of Jesus themselves, how blessed to become
brother to the Saviour. Nor dues it stop ‘ the chaunel through which that stream of
here. The one so brought brings with|cle=msing and of healing shail flow on to
bim, it may be, capacities and. powers; multitudes beyond !
which it shall be diflicult, if not impossible, Imagine, if you can, the sceue of the
to over-estimate. Who would have thought | great « Harvest-home,” when such faithful
that Robert Marrison, 2 lad in the Sabbath- | Iabourers shall be conducted in triumph
School of an obsenre noithern distriet of | through the gates of the celestial city, and
this kingdow, should have turned out one , be weicomed thither by a goodly company
of the greatest of modern missionaries, and | of their spiritual children who had preceded
translated, as be Jid, the Book of Godinto , them, and who shall' be their joys and
Chinese, & langusge whose hieroglyphics ' crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord
had confounded the skill of the wise and . Jesus. Then shall be fulfilled that which
lefirned for centuries. Nor need we men- | was spoken by the prophet, * They that be
tion- a host of others who brought rareywise shall shine as the brightness of the
gifts along with them {nto the field, such ‘ﬁrmament, and they that turn many to
as Doddridge, Whitfield, Wesley, and John ; rignteousncss as the stars for everand ever,”
‘Williams, ~ So the benefit extends and l—-—(r’ospel Tiumpet, J. L
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«BITE BIGGER, BILLY.?

One day, a gentleman saw two boys
going along one of the streets of a great
city, “lhey were barefooted. “Their
slothes were ragged apd diry, and tied
together by pieges of string. One of the
boys was perfectly happy over a half-
withered bunch of flowers which he had
juet picked up in tha street. < Isay, Billy,”
gaid he to his companion, “ wasn’t some-
body real good to drop these ’era posies
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your religion has not changad yon, T would
that you svould change your religion; for
s ‘religion which does not reiew a mman’s
character, and make him holy-—which
does not change his confidence and-make
him rest upon Christ—a religion whieh
does not make altogether 2 new man of
him, from top to bottom, is a re'igion of.
no value, and the sconer he gives it up the
better. B

Because my mother or my grandmother
bappened to be blind, why am I to be

jest where 1 could find thein—and theyr'e  blind too, if there is sight to be had?
#0 pooty and nice? Look sharp, Billy, Suppose they drageed & heavy chain be-
mebby yow'll find something bimeby.”— ! hind them all their days, am I to drag the
Presently the gentleman heard his merry | same, because, forsooth, 1 sprang from
voice again, saying, “O jolly! Billy, if|their loins? Hereditary godliness, if it be
here aint most half a peach. and ’taint,not personal godliness, is 2 most damnable
much dirty npeither. 'Cause you hain't | herituge—get rid of it, I pray you.
found nothin’ you may bite first.” Billy | Remember, to your own master yon
a7as just going to take a very little taste of 'stand or fall on your ewn account. Each
it, whenhis eompanion said, “ Bite digger, | soul enters through the gate of life alone;
Billy, mebby we'll find another fore loug.” | and through the iron gate of death it de-
‘What a noble heart that poor boy had in | parts alone. Every man should search in
spite of bis rags and dirt!  He was « doing | sulitary earnestness, apait from al! the rest
good.” Theie was nobody for him to be | of the world, to know what the truth is,
kind to but his companion in poverty— | and knowing it, it is his to come out alons
the poor ragged boy at his side. But he | on the Lord’s side. -
was shewing him all the kindness in his|{ Yes, we would have vou give attention
power when he said, « Bite bigger, Billy.”  to the things of God, even thoigh you
There was nothing greedy, nothing selfish  should bave Leen brought up in other
about the buy. His conduct shews us how | customs, and should have honestly espouced
even a poor ragged boy cap do good by | another form of religion. Prove the spirits
shewing kindness. whether tbey be of God. If your soul has
“ Bite bigger, Billy,—mebby we’ll find | been deceived, there is yet time to be set
another fore long.” Who can help ad- right. God help you, that you may find
miring the noble heart of that poeur boy? jout the truth.— Spurgeon
I would rather have that boy’s kind and gen- | °
erous spirit than have a monarch’s crown
upon my head without it.  * Bite bigger, | When my blood flows like wine, when
Billy;” think of these words if you are|all is ease and prosperity, whea the sky i
ever tempted to be unkind or selfish to blue, and birds sing, and floners Llossom,
your companions.— From the Safe Com- ':md my life is an anthem moviug in time
pass. . and tune, then this world’s jov and affec-
ltion suffice. But when a change cowmes,
| when I am weary and dissppointed, when
the skies Jower into the sombre night. when
.  there is no song of bird, and the perfume
Tt is supposed to bo an impeitinence (in , of Auwers is but their djing breath, when
these times) to imagine that men should | all is sunsetting and autvrmnm, then 1 yearn
listen with anything like candid attention | for Him who sits with the summer of love
to a docirine at variance with that whichJin His soul, sud®*feel that all earthly affeo-
they have heard from their youth. « Would | tion s but a glow-worm light, compared
You have me change my religiont”  Yes, , to that which blazes »ith such effulgence
that I would, if your religion is false. If.ip the heart of God.— Beecher.

CHANGE .YOUR RELIGION.
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 MATERIALISM. | praise God. And-though i apotlierdtate
(Conelided from page T17:) | of existeuce the spirit may ptaise God,

| its praises carnot be heard by the ears“of
There 1s 2 class -of passages, to which{living men. The expression in the 115th
materialists appeal with coufidence, in|Psalm,—¢“the dead praise not the Lord,
support of their views,—those I mean in  veither any that go down into silenes!
which pious men are ]ooking forward to is to be imerpreted precise]y in the sathe
death with dread, and praying to be de-,way. Dead men, as men, nolonger praise
Jivered from it. And here I would re-| God; but though they are silent, so far hs
nark that these men are considering death, | the ears of men are concerued, this does
a8t appoars to the eye of sense; as it ‘not deny, that they may have ahotlier,
puts an end to man’s usefulness, and op-  and even a nobler mode of praising ‘God,
portunities of praising God in a presentin the spiritual state of existence. The
world. They are depicting its evils, and | well known thavksgiving of Hezekiah re-
prayiug to be delivered from them. And  corded in the 38th chapter of Tsaiah, is
in such circumstances, it is wot to be ex- to be explained on the same principles;
pected, that they will bung forward the | and not an expression iu it, pmperly trans-
alleviating circumstances in reference to | lated, is inconsistent with the doctrine of
death, considered as a most tremendous the separate existence of the Spirit, after
calamity. It is eminently worthy of our’ the death of the body. In one passage,
attention, that the Bille is written in the  indeed, the separate existence of the spirit
language of ordinary life. It does not is plainly implied, though not directly ex-’
affect logieal precision. It does not re- ’pressed In the llth verse we have
vea!l the whole truth at once. It coufines | these words, I said, I shall not see the
the attention generally to one view of a!Lord, even the Lord, in the land of the
subject ab a time, and conscious of its own | living.” Now, these words, I apprehend,
lutegrity, and power, and truth, does not, clearly imply that, though he would no
feel it necessary to guard and limit everysee the Lord in the land of the living,
statement which it makes. It states one}he would see him in the land of the de-
view of the truth at a time, and leaves it | parted.
to the generalizing faculty of man, to, I readily admit that the words in the
coilect and compare the whole,and reduce ! 17th verse, as they stand in our version
themn to systematic order. of the Bible—# But thou, in love to my
With these preliminary vemarks, I shall | seul, hast delivered it from the pit of des-
now dirett your attention to some of the  truction,’—seem to favour the materialistic
Passagesin question. In the 6th Psalm, at | view. But the Hcbrew has only to be
the 4th verse, we find David praying— ; properly translated, to show that they give
“ Return, O _Lord, deliver iy soul. Ohno countenance to that cold, gloomy, and
save me for thy meicies’ sake. For in|revolting doctrine. The Hebrew word
death there is no remembrancs of thee; in | nephesh, here translated soul, very seldom,
the grave who shall give thee thanks?"— | if ever, signifies what we understand by
Here attention is confined to death, as the  that word. It properly signifies—a
suspension of man's existence, ag man, | breathing frame, or the body, which is
but there is no denial of the separate ex- | kept in hfe by breathing. Itis also em-
islence of the soul of mav. And all must  ployed to denote a dead bodv.—a thing
edmit, that in the grave the dust cannot, that has once breathed. This is the word
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- which in Levit. xxi. 1, is translated
the dead—There shall none be defiled
for the dead among his'people.” Gener-

. ally it signifies a living Dbody, in its
most extensive sense. Thus in Genesis i.
24, it is coupled with the word signifying
living, and translated creature—*¢ And

+ God aaid let the earth bring forth the
Jiving creature after his kind, cattle, and

- creeping thing.” In regard to this word
Parkhurst in his Hebrew Lexicon, says,"‘It
hath been supposed to signify the spiritual
part of man, or what we comnonly call
his soul. I must for myself confess, that
I can find no passage where it bath un-
doubtedly this meaning."—In the passage
under consideration, I would trapslate this
word dccording to its ordinary signification,
body, and render the whole clause thus:

. “ But thou, in love, hast delivered my body
from the pit of corruption.” Thuys this

" expression of thauksgiving rvefers simply to

his present deliverance from deatb, sithout

any reference at all to the futnre existence
or hon-existence of the spirit.

There is just one other passage belong-
ing to this class, to which I shall shontly
refer. You will find it in Psalm ixxxviii,,
beginning at the 10th verse: “ Wilt thou
show wouders to the dead ? shall the dead
arise and praise thee?” In this Psalm the
writer enlarges upon his sovely distressed
condition, and earnestly pleads against
being then consigned to the land of forget-
fulness. He is speaking bere of man, as
dead, with his bady consigned to the grave,
and the disadvantages of this condition,
from which he is most carnestly praying
to be delivered. This is the subject in
hand. And it would have been to weaken
his plea, had he spoken of the alleviations
of death., And his soul was too much
impressed with the evils of death, and the
gloow of the grave, and too earnsst in
pleading deliverance from it, to be diverted
{o any other subject.
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T am arguing here not with: infidels but
with men, who profess to love and rever-
ence the Scriptures; not with men, who
contend that when'a man is dead he is
done, and that death I3 tantamount to
annibilation: I am not arguing with such,
but with men who admit the resurrection.
of man from the grave, and who profess to.
attach great importance to that docirine.
But, on their principles of interpretation,
this 10th verse overthrows that doctrine.
“Shall the dead arise and praise thee?”
If we were to take these words simply as
they stand, without reference to the sub-
jeet in hand, they wounld militate against
the doetrine of the resurrection; for under
the form of a question, they declare in the
most emphatic terms, « that the dead shali
not arise and praise God.” But do theses
words, properly understood, mititate
against the comforting doctrine of the ve-
surrection? No. This doetrine is too
plainly and clearly revealed, in other por-
tions of the Old Testament Scriptuves, to
be affected by any solitary text, which,
theugh it may secem to militate against i,
admits of an interpretation in perfect con-
sistency with it. The Psalmiat is here
speaking of man as merely dead to this
world, with his.body dissolved, and reduced
to dust; and of his inability, consequently,
to know what Ged, in His providencs, is
doing in this world, or to rise up and
praise him in the Jand of the living. And
the inability of which he speaks, on the
part of the dead, to rise up and praise God,
refers merely to the impossibility of their
vising up. from the grave, to praise God,
during the present dispensation, but with-
out any roference to the general resurree-
tion, which was'a dootrine generally re-
ceived among the Jews of that period.

Phe nen with whom I.am argaing are
not likely to remain in their present half-
way house; and if they carry out their
principles, they will land them not only ia
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the rejaction of the doctrine of the. resur-
rection, but in blank, cheerless iofidelity.
The ancient Sadducees were much more
consistent than the modern. They denied
not only the existence of a soul, as distinct
from the body, but the resurrection of the
body also, and regarded death as the ter-
mination of man’s existence, and tanta-
mount consequently to his annihilation,

In reference to these passages from the
0]d Testament which we have been con-
sidering, I would only further remark, that,
even if they were far darker, and more
doubtfui than they really are, they would
not have affected my belief in the immor-
tality -of the soul; for this doctrine was
not so clearly revealed. and so fuily com-
prehended and firmly grasped, during the
carlier dispensations. Tt was not till Christ
came, and taught, that immortality was
fully brought to light; and it was not till |
be rose again from the dead, that the doc- |
trine was illustrated by the examvple, and |
thus fully confirmed and established. |
What maduess and folly, then, for men to
attempt to establish such a doctrine from
the darker and less complete revelation of
the Old Testament, when almost everv
page of the clearer and more complete re-
velation of the New Testament is radiant
with the glorious doctrine of immortafity.

But our modern unbelievers in the soul’s
immortality imagine, that they find their
* favourite doctrine of materialism taught in
the New Testament. Let us look at the
passages in which they believe this doc-
trine is taught.

That to which they appear to attach
most importance, oceurs in Peter’s well-
known discourse, racorded in the second
chapier of the Acts of the Apostles. "With
a view to establish Christ’s resurrection,
the apostle quotes a Passage from thé 16th
Psalm, in which these words ocgur: * Be-
causa thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
ngither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One ol

D NEWS. 1558
seo corruption.” From this he jufera-that
David could not here refer to himsslf, in-
asmuch as he had died, and been buried,
and seen corruption, and his sepulchre,
with his dead body iu it, continued among
them at that day; but that he spake of the
resurrection of Christ, whose soul was net
left in hell, and whose flesh did not see
corruption. Aand then he tells them, that,
in conformity with this prophety, God had
raised up this Jesus, and that the Apostles
were all witnesses of his resurrection. And
then e tells them, that being by the ¥ight
bhand of God exalted, he had shed fortk
the gift of the Holy Spirit, whose effects
they, saw and heard. And, in farther il-
lustration of his point, adds, « For David
is not ascended into the heavens.” This
last staternent is what the materialists seize
upon as confirmatory of their theory. If
David is not ascended up into beaven, they
say, then there is no immortality of the
soul; for the believers in the soul's immor-
tality affirm, that the souls of departed
saintg ascend up to heaven.  Surely
materialists must be hard pressed.for an
argument, when they bring forward this
miserable abortion of one, in support of
their unhallowed views. To this we reply,
Jt is quite true David himself—the com-
plete man David—had not ascended into
heaven, for his body was still in the
sepulchre at Jerusalem; but this did not
prevent his soul from being there. This
is all the reply that is needed, and it is
unanswerable.

The next passage to which I shall allude,
frora which materialists attempt to draw
an argument in support of their views, is
coutained in 1 Cor. xv. 18: “Then they"
also which are fallen asleop in Christ are
perished.” Tt requires some refiection to
see how this can, by any possibility, be
made to bear upon the subject. It is in

this way, they contend, that, when man
dies, ho perishes for the time being; thas
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es'his thinking principle is nothing distinct
#rom his animal naturé, only & somewhat.
Hiner organization of the matter of which
it i8 composed, when the man dies and
his body is idissolved and reduced to its
Pprimitive -atoms, the man perishes, and if
there is noresurrection he perishes for ever.
“The true meaning of the passage,” to{
:quote the words of another, ‘“is apparent
from the preceding verse: ¢If Christ be
mot raised, your faith is vain, ye are yet in |
your sins.” If. Christ be not raised, he is
proved an impostor; your hope of salvation
by him from sin -and hell is fallacious;
your sing still rest upon you; and all who
have died, trusting in him, are suffering
the perdition of their souis, under the end-
less penalty of God’s laws.”

A labored attempt is made to show from
1 Cor. xv. 44, 45, that the body and soul
of man are the same thing. ¢ There is a
natural body and there is a spiritual body.
And so it is written, The first man Adam
was made a living soul; the last Adam was
made a quickening spirit.” With reference i
to this passage a certain writer says, * To
show that there is a natural body, Paul
says it is written, ‘The first Adam was
made a living soul’ The natural body
and the living soul seem ‘o be oue and the
sama in the apostle’s eyes. He says first,
there is a natwal body, and in order to
prove his statement he quotes Seripture for
that purpose, and tells us the natural body
and the living soul are one and the same,”
This is a precious specimen of the logic of
the men who imagine themselves able to
overthrow one of the most precious truths '
of the Word of God. He represents Paul
as quoting Scripture to prove that man has
a patural body. Who ever doubted it?
What an insult to Paul to represent him
quoting Scripture to prove a thing which
no sane man ever doubted. It may per-

2.:58 help the writer out of his confusion,
enable him to form a more correct
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estimate of this passafe, wheh Ho fu'in.
formed that ‘the ‘pasdage quoted from "Gep,

i, 7, “ And man became a living soiil”. §

-should have, been rendered, and * Man
betaine a living creature.” The same
word is trauslated -creature in ‘Genesis i,
20, 21, 24, and there was no good reaspn
for altering the translation here. This
verse, then, properly translated, gives no
countenance to the idea that the body and
what we call the soul, of man, ave the
same thing. It i5 a lamentable piecs of
ignorance and folly to represent Paul -us
quoting Secripture to prove that man hasa
natural body. We know we have a natural
body, and Paul tells us here that we shall
at the resurrection obtain a spiritual body.
Of the nature and properties of the resur-
rection body of the saints we cannot form
an adequate idea. Paul tells us here that
it will be a spiritual body, from which Wwe
may infer that it will be something vastly
more refined and ethereal than our present
corporeal frames, and probably indestric-
tible by the impact of matter. Elsewhere
he tells us that it will be fashioned like
unto the glorious body of Christ.

I apprehend that the object of Paul in
quoting this °passage from the second
chapter of Genesis regarding the first
Adam, is to draw a contrast betwéen him
and the second Adam—that is Christ; the
one as the progenitor of our mortal bodies,

and the other as the former of our spiritual *

bodies. This I think is clear from the
48th and 49th verses, whereé it is said, *“ As
is the earthy, such are they also that ars
earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are
they also that are heavenly. And as we
have borne the image of the earthy, we
shall also bear the image of the heavenly.”

The superfluous Blossoms on a fruit-tres
are meant to symbolize the large way in
which God loves to do pleasant thinge.—~
Beecker. .
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%  Think, my friend, of the first hour in'
[} stornity, the fist five minutes. These will
83 come. The history of Jesus of Nazareth
'{ 4oa real history. ¥t is an awful thing to
1§ Teject ‘God’s mercy, 'When my way was
4 parrowed up and I had no escape, then
} Christ came down and made a way for
me. DBlassed escape; awful alternative if
any reject it. ¢ To-day if ye will hear
His voice, harden: not your hearts.”

Why did you not die yesterday, why
pot last year? Because God islong-suffer-
ing, and He' has spared you. Oh, how
many are entangled with sin and with the
world, how many infidels there are, how
4 many profess Christ with their lips, whilst
4 their hearts deny Him. Do not call Him
your King, if you will not have Him as
your Saviour. Don’t mock Christ. How
k! menare mocking him day by day; genera-
g1 tions are passing on, hurrying on, one after
i another, children growing up, old people
i dying, yet men are unmoved, unconcerned.
83 . You say, what can I do? Ahlitisa
Ei bad case; it is a fearful power which holds
& you. Youaresick;the moreuneed you have
5 of a physician; you are evil; the more!
= need you have of a Saviour. But I pray
4 you be real, do not mock God. How
& much of infidelity there is in us; infidelity
3 in conversation, in profession, in prayer.
We all need to be delivered from our own
£3 evil hearts. The poor negro’s prayer was |
¢{ good when he said, “Lord deliver me
3 from all my enemies, and especially from
that bad man, myself.”

There are but two teachers in the world,

N, ,‘4;.3‘_;& A e
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and this last works in man. We ought
to obey God rather than man: What will

the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Satan, '
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it profit & man if he gain the whole world
jand lose his soul? Our own heart tells:
4 lies, it whispers deceit and guile: Hav'nt
5 you been often cheated by it? Are you‘
prepared for eternity #—How old are you?
3 —Are you not surprised that you have
't passed 50 many years in sin? Time was
1 when you looked forward to forty or fifty
‘ feara as very far off Now, though it

3.';:*. ¢

ed. And all these years God has been
4 slightsd, and his word disobeyed by you.

ooked 50 far off, this time bas been reach- |

4 May Ho give youto hear His word to-day,
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speaking to ‘you, even to you, “To-duy, i
ve will bear His voice, harden not your
hearts.”

“Now js the rccepted time.” )
4 Now is the day of Salvation."—B, Northk.
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THOU HAST THE WORDS OF
ETERNAL LIFE.

Joux vi. 68.

Om, how bless'd the hour, Lord Jesus,
When we can to Thee draw near,
Promises so sweet and precious
From Thy gracious 1ips to hear!
Be with us this day to bless us,
That we may not hear in vain,
With the saving tiuths impress us,
Which the words of life contain.

See us, eager for salvation,
Sit, great Master, at Thy fect,
And with breathless expectation
Hang upun Thy accents sweet.
Teach as how to draw a blessing
From the everlasting fount,
And so short a life possessing,
How to turn it to account.

Teach us holy thoughts to cherish,
Teach us to be timely wise,

Show us, ere our bodies perish,
How we may in spirit rise ;

In our thoughts, and words, and doings,
Seeking how to please Thee best,

To the home our way pursuing,
Where we hope at last to rest.

Open Thou our minds, and lead us
Safcly on our heavenwaird way ;
With the lamp of truth precede us,

That we may not go astray.
Make us gentle, meck, and humble,
And yet bold in doing right :
Scatter darkness, lest we stumble ;
Men walk sufely in the light.

In our hearts the love awaken

Which witbin Thine own doth glow,
That we may, with truth unshaken,

Cleave to Thee in weal and woe.
Let us shun no cross nor trial

Which has been imposed Ly Thee,
Bxercising self-denial

For Thy sake most cheerfully.

Lord, endue Thy word from heaven
With such light, and love, and power,
That in us its silent leaven
May work on from hour to hour.
Give us grace to bear our witness
. To the truths we have embraced;
And let others both their sweetness
And their quick’ning virtue taste.

~British Herald, B. 22,
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THE UONSECRATION OF MUSIC
TO THE SERVIOE OF THE
CHURCH OF GOD.

To both tho sister nrte of Poetry and
Music the Church of God will ever ac-
knowledge its profound indebtedness.—
Sanctified by the graee of God, and con-
secrated to the high and noble purpose
of exprassing rvoligious sentiment and
pious feeling==tha holy thoughts of the
mind and the spivitnal feelings of the
heart—the suint in all ages, including
Moses and David, Solomon aud Job, bave
poured farth their noblest thoughts and
loftiest aspirations through the “medium
of these divine gifte,  The Poetry and the,
Music of thy Biblo wore, in the absence |
of all other evidence, nlote sufficient to |
atamp it a8 a Divine Bonk, to authenti-
eale, beyond all doubt, ite Divine inspir-l

ation,  From whenea but from God him-
self could thosa histariaus, poets, and|
musicians have darived their sacred an- |
nals, lighted their liely fires, and Jearned
their entraneing melody ! Truly their
minds wore fnstructed and their music,
was kindled and their harps were tuned
from other than u human eource, and by,
other than a human hand.  And yet!
there ave, styling themgelves « Masters in
Tsrael,” who wonld veduce this divine and
sublime Book 10 the level of a human,
nay, a falke and spurious composition, |
and compel us to recvive it, not as it is
in truth, the Word of the Most Uigh
God, but aa an invention of man, « a cun-
ningly-devised fubla,” i

With regard to musie, let the saints of
God be jealous af ita true glory, which is |
its high and haly conseeration.” « Speak- |
ing to yourselves in psalns and hymns and
spiritual songs, stnging and making mel-
ody in your heart to the Lord" you em- i
ploy the giit 1 the noblest serviee, and
conseerata it ta the highest. end on earth.
@ Prarsr 8 comely.”  Aud God hassaid,
“ Whoso aoffereth vrarse glorifieth me.”
A praiseful spirit i one of the most
dceply sanctillad emotions of the soul,
one of .the holical cugagements of the
Christian,  Tho servico of heaven s the
serviee of songi tho chief employment
of {he glovifiad is~=praise. It behoves
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us, then, to give the "holiest, the highet
consecration possible to this noble art,
Carnal, worldly ‘ mpsic breathing frogn
the lips of a saint of God is as incongu
ous and inharmonious as the song ofs
bacchanalian breathing from the lips of
a plovified spirit. Nothing but what i
holy in its sentiment, spiritual in its ton,
and edifving in its influence should be
uttered by a Christian’s lips, should vibrate
from a Christian’s harp. The maguif-
cent composition of Handel's Messuy
supplies no exception to this rule. Ad-
mitting the Divine inspiration of the
words, the transcendent genius of the

| composer, the sublime character of the:

oratorio, and the elevating influents of its
skilful aud masterly execution, we must yet
maintain that the music of the Mzssiag,
as performed in modern times by the un-
holy and the unsanctified, should be asdis
tastefdl and painful to the Christian and
spiritual mind, as it is, unquestionably,
unacceptable and dishonouring to God.
What spiritnal mind can listen to the sol!
emun words of Christ, expressive of His
heart-sorrow, His soul-anguish, His bodily
sufferings, sung by voices and breathing
from instruments of music in & Cathedral,’
wont to wake the echoes and the plaudils
of a Theatre, withont indescribable for-
ture of feeling and the most depressing
sadness of spirit? Could we thus listen
to a recital of the humiliating insults, the
lingering tortures, and dying agonies of
one of the nearest and the dearest to ow
hearts ? )
Beware, then, of the fascination of mu
sicl* It may lead you from God, allus
you from Christ, attract you to the world,
[t may become an easy.and a fatal snan
to yoursoul. Seek the deep sanciification
of the gift, and its holy and supreme cor
secration to*God.  As such, sacred musi
breathing from a spiritual mind, a8 Christ|
loving Leart, may be & valuable ai to ihs
soul,—soothing, sanctifyirg, elevating—
God can give youa night-song—a songm
the dreariness of your sorrow, loneliness
and woe. A song of His love unchang:
ing, of His faithfulness uafailing, of Hi
presence swaetening your sorrow, soothing
yeur grief, cheering your solitude, makitg
your submission happy and chearful inth
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| darkdst and most painful rath along which HAVE FAITH IN TRUTH.

8 vour covenant God is leading you. R i

§ ' Tho .chief employment of heaven is| Iave fuith in truth;

E muséc.  Ob, what melody floats through And in the Tree Oue trust

8 those bowers, rings through those mausions, |, Though brighe with faucy's brightest bues,

 reverberates through that dowe, from the Abher the lie thou must,

4 ppirits of just men made perfect! They

§ sing the song of Moses and the songof the |  Makeswre of truth,

3 Lamb. They sing of the everlasting love, And truth will make thee sure;
of the atoning blood; of the sovercign’ g wip e shift, nor fade, nor die,
grace that brought them there. Avound But like the heavens cudure
the Lainb once *slain” they cluster, and - :
upon His head, once filled with bruises,
torn and bleeding with the thorn-crown, Bo these thy heritage:
they bind the diadem of their praise—| ¢ these tay heritage; '
And, oh, how worthy is He of theirsweet-| They, like himself, are ever young,
est anthem, their loftiest song, their loudest Untouched by time or uge.

. hallelujabs! -So resplendent will be tha
unveiling of His divine glory, His human God’s words, not man's,

God's thoughts, not man’s;

beauty, so great will appear His love, so Be these thy gems and gold;
glorious His work, so rich His grace, and{ Be these thy never-setting star,—
so precious Himself to the heart, that, Still radiant as of old.

from every creature which is in heaven
will be heard the anthem, * Blessing and'! +yith God alons

honour and glory and power be unto Him Ts tenth, and joy, aud light.

that sitleth upon the throne, and unto the Walk thow with Efim in peace and love,

Lamb for ever and ever.” - ) o
Then, O disciple and follower of Christ, Hold fast the good aud right.

sepatale yourself from all secular, -carnal,
‘.ml)rld]y gymsic, atid learn on earth, in the| old fust the trae?

house of your pilgrimage, in the strange| For truth can never change;
fand in which you dwell, and amid your! 1t grows not vld,—tis ever one
trials, sorrows, and conflicts, the song of However vast its range.
Moses and the song of the Lamb, which |
will employ your tongue throughout| Great truths are great !

etarnity. “J¢ i @ good thing to give: Not once, but cvermore; .
thanks unto the Lord, and lo sing praises, Theirs s au everlasting youth,
unto thy name, O Most Hiyh: to skew A spring-bloom never o'er.

Jorth thy loving-kindness in the morning, .
and thy faihfulness every wight, upow! qyo stars that shine °
an instrument of ten strings, and upon M s ) .

the psaltery ; upon the harp with a solemn Lo night, in these calm skies,

sound.’— Re. Qctavius Winslow, D.D. Are the. sume stars 'that shone of old
In primal Paradise.

T have heird men teach that God has a| Lhe sun that once

right to glorify Himself, and to appropriate At a muv’s voice St‘,md still
everything to His own delight—a doctrine |  1s the same sun that nightly sets
which is shocking, and which represents Behind you western hill

Him as living in almighty selfishness. )
Can we believe that He sits, self-poised, in| Mlan and his earth

stornity, admiring His own perfections and Are varying day by day;

anging His own joys, when, against this, | Fruth cannot change nor ever grow
with regard to may, the whole Bible ful- Feeble and old and grey,

winates I— Beecher. . w=Bensr.
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s ARE NOT MY DAYS FEW 1" the life that. now js=eby frecing om from b
Jou x. 20 lnaligmmt possions;, which, are alwaya igjur.
e ous to ourselves, as well as to others, aud by
- inducing the affectionate and benevolent opes,
Kot years, months, weeks—but days. Life | which are always beneficial~~by the peace it
is to be reckoned by days. Are not my days psheds abroad in the bosom, and the hops
Jew?  They are so in cvery res ect—rela- | and. confidence it authorizes and inspires,
tively—comparatively—absolutely. [t will | as well as by surrounding us with the care of
mot be necessary to prove this. No ene Providence: it is, as David calls it, “{he
denies it. No aone can deny it. Yet how . health of the countenance;” aud justifies the:
much depends upon the proper use of & trath  admonition of his son——* Fear the Lord, and
20 obvious, and a reflection so simple! Arve depart frem .evil. It shall be health to thy
not my days few? j navel, and marrow to thy bones.” Are not
But how come they so? All men die, but | my days few?
not willingly.  Skin for skin, yea, all that a{ “Why, then, moderate your' atfachment 1
man hath will lie give for his Ife: but he can- | every thing that depends upon their brevity,
not continue it.  He hates, he dreads death. | Who would set their heart on that which s
It is the king of terrors. The thought of it not ? Who woald load with treasure:a vessel
embitters Ius comforts, and keeps bim-always | rotten or full of holes? All the admired
subject to bondage. And could this have distinctions and possessions of the world are
been the oatural stute of wan as he cume | very uncertain in themselves, and often leav
from the bands of his Maker? The Duwst|us; but il they coutinue with us, we cannot.
meets with tlus fact as well as we; aud, as be | continue with them. We brought nothing
connot deny it, let him account for it uuder | with us into the world, and it is certain wo
the empire aud ageney of a Buing who is | can carry nothing out.  Yet, atripped and
« omnipotent benevolence.”  Revelation gives! naked as we shall go, go we must;.and the:
us the only rational aud couvincing accouut  time of our departure is at hand. Oh! what
H4The body is dead because of sin. " — By  shall we think a few days hence of those pur
one man s entered into the werid, aud death  suits which now so much engross us! “fo.
by sin; aud so death hath passed upon all jmorrow we die:” and what, will it signifp
men, because all have smued.™ It is not 2| whether we are carried to the grave froms
debt due to nature.” It is the cousequence | cottage or a mansion, or leare beliind w
of a judicial and penal inthiction: “ Forall vur | much or little 2 Enleavour fo thivk alwayz,
days are passed away iu thy wrath.” Wejas you will feel soon. *Brethiren, the time
are not struck with this, because we are aceus- | is short: it remaineth, that both they that
tomed to the rexult; and 1t gradualiy tales | have wives be as though they had none; and
place. But could we have seen the deluge | they that weep, as though they wept not; and
destroying the whole world at once, we should | they that buy. as thongh they possessed not;
not have questioned the provocation of God | and they that use this world, as not abusin
by some mighty cause. But where 1s the § it; for the fashion of this world passeth away.
difference, as to punitive justice, whether all | Are not my days few ?
the criminals are exceuted together orled forth | - Then let us well employ and jmprove them.
one by one? Avenot my days few ? This is what Moses prayed for:  «So teach
Do not, ethen, render them fewer |us to number our-days, that we may apply
“What I you are ready to exclaim, “are we|onr hearts nnfo wisdom.” And what i
indanger o: turning self-murderers 7 Yethow | wisdom 2 This must be determined by cir
many are continually reported as having des- | cumstances.  What je wise conduct io
troyed themselves ! But violence is not the { une man may be fully in another, because of
only mode of shortening life.  One of ourmost | their different relations and circumstances.
eminent physiciuns has affirmed, that “the [ But it is easy to determive what-is wisdow
board destroys more thau the sword” Aun-|in » man who numbers his days, and finds
other has suid, “ Though all men are mortal, { them to be few; and who has, during their
not one in a thousand dies a purely natural { continuance, sn all-important interest to
death.” Mauy cnervute themselves by lying | secure, and has no other opportunity. Ifhs
latein bed, and living, ifit deserves the name of | is guilty, it must be wise-in him to seek for-
life, in lazy inactiveness. as injurious to health | siveness; if he is lost, it must.be wise in him
a8 to virtue. kavy is the rottenness of the | to seck salvation;and if he be unable to sav8
bones; fretfulness and auxicty corrode; anger | himself, it must be wise in him to apply to
and malice coustume. It is necdless tv men- | another, who is-appointed for the very pur
tion infemperance and sensunlity, t:e effects | pose. Aund, in‘our case, such a one there is
of which so ofien lie dowu. with the sinuer in | —hisname is Jesuns. He is‘mighty to save.
an egzly:grave.  Godliness has the promise of | Fe is willing to save, Instead ofcomplaining:

~
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ot your applicatiqn, he.only,complainsof your | guilty men:  Forgiveness is.themettningsrib~
‘neglect— ¥ 0 will not come to me that ye, ed on the Divine plan for the restoration of
might heve life.”  Maby have trjed his power | our fallen world. _ ‘The.apostle Johu tells us
(mgrhis love, and recommended him from their | of a rainbow, which spans the heavenly throns
own happy experience. He is now on the; —thesymbol which teachesthat it is a.throns
throus of grace. But he'will not be always of grace and not of judgment; and. thiat rain-
there. He will soon ascend the tribunal of bow is not more clearly seen by the inliabi-
justice.  Seek him while Le may be found, | tants of the celestial world, than we can see
aud call upon him while he is near. Behold, | “ Forgiveness,” written in letters of light
now is the uccepted time; behold, now is the | upon every page of the gospel. The word
day of salvation, of promise fell ag sweetest music npon the
');‘bis part of our subject branches itself into | ear of our sinful, sorrowing, first parents.

another line of duty., As you are to gain
goot, so you are to do good—and this, too, is \
equally enforced by the fewness of your days. '
Life is yours; and it affords you one privilege
above the saintsin light. It is the opportun-

Throughout the history of our world we ma
trace it. But the most wondrous of its do-
ings are to be seen at Bethlehem, Gethsemane,
and Calvary.

God infinitely hates sip, and st the same tims

ity of beneficence—ol relieving the poor, of infinitely pities the sibuer. How king David
jostructing the ignorant, of converting the hated the ingratitude, disloyalty, and treason
gioner.  Butremember two things: their days | of bis son Absalom; and yet he so loved his
are few, and therefore they will soon be gone | child as to be constrained to say, “Spare the
beyond the possibility of receiving relief; and | young man Absalom;” and when the sins of
your days arc few, und you will soon be, the misguided youth had laid him ina prema-

laced beyoud the possibility of affording it.  ture aud dishonoured grave, the heart of the

Ving your zcal, therefore, with the thought poor king was well nigh torn asunder, and he
«=The nighf, cometh wherein no man can  burst forth with the bitter ery, “ Would
work.” God I had died for thee, my son ! my sou ¥’

There iz a way of lengthening life. It is— | The father of the “prodigal” mourned over
not by duratiou, but by diligence. Itis by the bad-heaMeduess, extravagance, reckless-
«filling our days.” It is by doing much ' ness, and profligacy of his child; yet he wens
-business iu a little time. Some live longer® forth * a long way to meet him, and fell upon
ip u week thun others do in a year.—Rev. | his neck and kissed him.” Those actsof
W. Jay. : human forgiveness remind us of the Divine
forgiveness; but only as the starsremjnd-us of
the sun, or ag the dewdrops remind us of the
rivers of the earth, and the boundless depths
of the sea.  Dr. Doddridge paid mavny kind
visits to a murderer in Northampton gaol.

“Is there a twig of mercy for sucha
wretch?” said the condemned criminal.

“Yes !” said the good divine. “Not odly
a twig but a tree.”

Do not despair, conseience-stricken, guilty
. . ) sinner! Do not despair! Loak to Him to
with the tu}ls of the cat. What can ““e. do whom David 100]{(,3' as he said, “There is
to make him tarn over a new leaf ?” The forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be
question met with aspeedy reply. A serjeant | feared.” (Psaln exxx. 4.}
stepped forward and said, “ Sir, theve is onez
thing which has not been done to him.”

*What is thut?” said the officer.

“Siryhe has never been forgiven.”

The colonel wus taken by surprise., After
remaining silent for a moment, he addressed

THE SOLDIER FORGIVEN.

P

* Ah! here he is- again!” said the colonel,
concerping o disorderly, drunken private.
“What can we do to mend him? His pay
hes been stopped, he knows every fnch of the
black hole, and the poor ‘fellow’s shoulders
will never forget their close acquaintance

Forgiveness! tis a joyful sound
T'o rebel sinners doomed 1o die;
Publish the bliss the world around;
Ye seraphs, shout it from the sky.

the culvnit, O’er sins unnumbered as.the.sand, ‘
. tprit, . ! And like the mountains for their size,
[}“ What have you to say about this sad The seas ot sovereign grace exppnd,
affair??

" The seas of savereign grace arise.
1 am very sorry Lhave heen such a fool’

“ I forgive you,” said‘the officer.

‘e private burst into tears;a_soft place
iy his hard heart had been touched, and from
that day he became an altered man. )

Similayds, God's method of dealing with *

For this stupendous love of Heaven;
What grateful honour shall we show?

Where mugh transgression. is forgiven,
Let love with equal ardour glow.

—Tract-Magazine.
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‘GOD'S CALL TO REMOVAL.

1.

“The wish s0 near iny heart
My God hath granted pot:
He bids me to depart
From this beloved spot ;
Yet since "tis He I know
‘Who bids me to be gone,
I am content to go,
Aud say, “ Thy will be done.”

2

“Methought: Here God hath blest
My basket and my store,
~ Here He will grant me rest,
© My weary wanderings o'er.
In this familiar nook
1 shall, secure from harm,
My little flock o'erlook,
Aud cultivate my farm.

3

Thy hand was here with me,
My God, to prosper all,
"Lhe first-fruits bringing Thee
Both of my field sud stall.
‘With joy I rose by day,
With joy at night lay down,
Thou didst my work alway
With blessings richiy crown.

4,

My Lord and Xing, whose might
And wisdom govern all,
‘Who dost not out of sight
Eose aught, however small,
Since Thou hast call’d to me
To go, as oft hefore,
I koow Thou hast for me
Sormne better thing in store.

5.

1 go, then, wheresoe’er
hy providence commands,

Myself with earnest prayer

Committing fo Thy hands
I know the time will come

When 1 shall give Thee praise,
For bringing me safe home

By wise though wondrous ways.

6. -

Qae thing T ask of Thee—
. That is my ouly care—-
That Thoun wilt be with me

Both here and everywhere :
o with me where I go,

Be ever at my side,
My Friend in weal and woe,

y Guardien and my Guide.

w8 Heruld, - R M.

THE GOOD NEWS,

ALWAYS BEGINNING.

Some are ail their days laying the foun.
-dation, and are never able to build upon it
to uny coifort to themselves, qr usefulness
to others, And the reason is, becauss
they will be mixing with the foundation
stones that are fit only for the superstrue-
ture. They will be bringing their obed-
ience, duties, mortification of sin, and the
like, into the foundation.  Thesa are

precious stones to build with, but unmeet

to be first Jaid to bear upon them the

whole weight of the building. "The foun-

dationis to be laid in mere grace, mery,

pardon in the blood of Christ ; this the soul.
is to accept of and to restin, iaerely as it i,

grace, without the vonsideration of anything
initself but that it is sinful and obnoxious to

ruin,  This it finds a difficulty in, and

would gladly have something of its own to
mix with it; it cannot tell how to fix these
foundation stones without some cement of
its own endeavours and duty jand because

these things will not mix, théy spenda
fruitless Jabour about it all their days.  But
if the foundation be of grace, it 1s not at

ail of works; otherwise grace is no more
grace: If auything of our own be mixed
with grace in this matter, it utterly destroys

the nature of grace, which if it benot alone,
it is not at all.— Owen.

TIME AND ETERNITY.

In a few days and our work will be done,
and when it is once done, it will be done toall
eternity. A life once spent is irtevocable;
it will remain to be contemplated through
eternity. 1f it be marked with sins, the
marks will beindelible.  Ifitbas beenause
less life, it can never beimproved. Such it
will stand for everand ever. T'hesame may
be said of each day. When it isonce past, it
is gone for ever. All the marks we put
upon it, it will exhibit for, ever. It will
never becotne less true that such a day was
spent in such & manner. Each day will not.
only be a witness of our conduct, but will
affect our everlasting destiny. No duy will
lose its share of influence in determining
where shall be our seat in heaven, or our
place in bell. Tep us then resolve to send
the day into eternity in such a garb as we
shall wish it to wear for ever. And at night
let us reficct that éne day move is irrevos-

ably gone, indelibly marked.~-Dr, Judson;
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0N PEACE WITH GOD,
(Continued from page 123.)

9. If a-person does not become conscious,
in some degree, of peace, satisfoetion, and
support, purely from what he perceives and
believes standing forth in the freo declara-
tion of grace, he does not understand 1.or
does he. credit the gospel, for therein is
exhibited to us freely all our salvation.

Our faith can be proved only by this,
‘that the-truth itself, or which is the same,
the blood and righteousnesa of Christ freely
revealed, first pacifies- the conscience before
God, and then, working by love, has a

urifying effect upon our souls. If this
,Ein‘d .of peace does’ not enter the mind,
through the revelation of grace, a person
.will still be seeking after spiritual comfort
and support, separate from it, or opposite
to it; so that his heart despises, or his
thoughts evade, the true gospel, and he is
accordingly in real danger, and under some
awful delusion. When the gospel is not
-discerned by any perdon in its proper free-
ness and its primitive glory, the objection
anow under consideiation will return and
continue upon his miud, and his defective

and mistaken view of the gospel will still.

leave him under the influence of the same
spirit of self-dependence, as he will see no
other way of obtairing or enjoying peuce,
but by a reflection upon something found
in"him, or experienced by him, Thus it
appears, that the whole force of this objec-
tion proceeds at bottom from a disbelief of
the proper immediate freeness of divine
grace tevealed in the gospel. For either
a person does beiieve it, or he does not: If
he does, he is in some manner pacified,
comforted, and attracted thereby; if he
does not, then he cannot see bow he can
have any proper peace to his mind, but by
reflection upon himself; and accordingly
seeks after or rests upon some false and
-dangerous prop. This he is to be warned
against, by being reminded that he who
believes not shall be damned.

While Jesus Christ is proclaimed as a
foundation so sute, that whosoever believ-
eth shall not make haste, as one in con-
fusion; jt is Jikewise to be added, that the
hail suall sweep away the. refuges of lies;
and such.a refuge everything is besides the
Redesmer himself, Isa, xxviii, 16, 17.
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10. All the scripture exhortations and

promises %o believing conspire to supgort
this view of our subject, if they are rightly
understood. These gracious exhortations
and promises of the word may be briefly
expressed thus, believe, and live; {ook, and
be saved; trust, anw be safe; come, and
Jind rest. Now all these declarations have
evidently & most encouraging and con-

science-pacifying meaning in them; for

they plainly contain, to an enlightened

understanding, such a refreshing import,

a8 cavries the mind at once beyond its own

exercises, to the glorious gracious object

presented. A person apprehending the

true meaning of such expressions, is not

stopped in, or perplexed about the acts
mentioned; but seeing that, by those calls
and promises, salvation in Jesus Christ is.
freely presented, this sense of the Divine
freeness plainly suggested, beeomes the

life, the strength, and the hope of the soul,
in all its actings towards God in Christ.

I could dwell on this subject with abund-
ance of pleasure, ard illustrate it by vari-
ous similitudes. But to b brief, let us
take only one of these phrases into present
consideration: Come to-me, says Christ,
and I will give you rest. Now, one that
is entangled with some legal thought will
immediately fix upon the act of coming:
desiring to know kow to perform this act
aright, or to see whether he bas performed
it or no; thinking that he can bave no
peace nor rest, but from the consideration
of the right performance thereof, Whereas
ona that is taught the proper freeness of
Divine grace, as thus exhibited, will fix his
eye directly upon the word me. <« Does
Josus Christ say, come to me and I will
give you rest? Surely this is enough to
enconrage andl attract my soul; I need
nothing more for my hope, than to be
assived of such a free welcome” With
this thought his conscience is pacified; and
the motion of his soul towards Christ be-
ing, as I may say, excited .by and filled
with a sense of this Divine free love, he
comes and finds rest. We way sappose
one deep in debt and veady to be arrested,
to be addressed thus: « Go to such an one;
he is able and ready to pay your.whele
debt.,” Would not this testimonyitself set
his mind at rest directly? Yes, surely;

and his act of going would not be at all
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sconsidered. aa previously necessary to: the
aasa.of his mind, but would be found to
flow from it

By these plain thoughts I would hope,
through the blessing of the Spirit of grace,
'some may be led to see how much unbelief
and legality must lie at the bottom of such
a frame of spirit, as makes a person en-
«deavour to perform a certain act, in order
to obtain peace to his mind, or makes him
examine whether he has performed it
aright, in order 10 have peace from that
consideration. For this is certainly a denial
of the freeness of grace as revealed, and
turns the gospel into a new law for peace
and hope towards God: yea it Seems evi-

dently to proceed from some spirit of self- !

dependence, which will not permit a persou
to believe the immediate freeness of Divine
grace, or to be satisfied by it, or to rest in
1t, for want of discerning some previous
change in hiwself for the better.®
But some may here reply, with an
anxinus concern, ‘ Arvethere notsome who
are frue believers, who yet are not fully
assured of the safety of their state in
Christ ¥’ I readily answer, Yes, there are;
for the least degree of true faith is con-
nected with salvation. Yet as none can
come to a clear sat’sfaction about them-
selves but in this way of believing, there-
fore I caunot consistently and safely take
any other method of promoting the comn-
fort of such, but by presenting before them
2 free and comylets Saviour, to be rested
upon aud rejoiced in: and if a person can-
® “*You want a token? God has given an all-
aufficient one to the pour sinner-~the dluod ofthe Lord
Jesus, ook at that and you are safe; you need fear

no judgment then; for the blood tells of judgment
already passed wpon, and borne by, another. Do

you_fear the wrath of God on account of sin? Be- |

hold tho blood of Jesus tells us that wrath has been
visited upon him to the uttermost,on account of the
sin of others which he bore. Do you feel the un-
cleanness and pollution that sin dedles you with,
making you unfit for God’s holy presence? The tes-
timony of God is, that the ool of Jexus Chrixt. His
Son, cleanscth from all sin. The word of God alone
is that upon which the sinner has to rest: and that
word points to the blood. and tells of the blood asthe
token of the entirg cleansing, entire forgivenness. of
the simner who believes.

¢ But perhu;;s you may say. ¢ How awm I to look
upon the blood? Iow do 1 know I have any right
to tho precious blood of Jesus? I want to know that
it i3 mine, that it has been shed for me.” Dear
roader, if such are your thoughts. there is one aimplo
answer to them alle Do not distress vourseif as to
whether or not you look upon the blood, or as to

whether or not it has been shed for you, only believe ] 1 !
j experiences as these, with their genuine

that God looks npon 1t, that Gud 15 satisfied with it
as afull answer for sin. that f7ed esteems it precions:

TRE GOON NEWS.

not receive.comfort through such a gospel
declaration, it is both unsafe, and in vain

for him to seek it in any other way, i
such circumstances. But if, through the
operation of the blessed: Spirit, by means
of this gospel, his hope and comfort are
promoted, the more he advances in hope
and love this way, the more clearly he.will
be able to say with the apostle (2 Tim,
i.12), «I know whom I have believed; and
am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against
that day.” While he perceives this all.
sufficiency of Christ and free grace, the
| satisfaction of his soul is maintained by it,
and he is more or less persuaded of the
jsafety of what he has committed into
Christ’s hands. Here then lies the centre,
the spring, the strength of all that hops
which is necessary to support and comfort
our hearts.
Should any ask again, « But is there no
hope to Dbe obtained farther than that
which is exhibited in the gospel to allf
| Can there be no room for thankfulness for
distinguishing grace?” I .answer, that
unless we have this firs¢ hope, this degin-
ning of confidence for our main support
jand strength countinually, it is quite impos-
sible that any distinguishing experience
should ever be produced and maintained;
or that any true evidences should appear
in us. For if this be not the life and
|strength of the soul, namely, A Free
REVEALED CHrist, the person has reason
to suspeet all his duties, evidences, and ex-
periences.  But if a person be comforted
rand quickened, if he be encouraged to
r trust, and constrained to love Christ truly;
he may well find reason to be abundantly
tthaukfu_lo for distinguishing grace, crying
out with holy admiration and gratitude,
“how is 1t that thou wilt mauifest thyself
to us, and not unto the world ! (John
.xiv. 22) Yea, while he is under this
| blessed influence of the gospel by the
Spirit, he is taught to say with the apostle,
“the life Ilive in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, wholoved me and
gave himself for me.” (Gal. ii. 20.) In

{ this mauner a believer makes use of his

experiences to judge of bis state; aud such

that-it is tho witness to him of judgent passedaof‘ fruits, are indead the surest marks of our

holincss, and rightoousncss, and justica satisiic
—~dson.

election. (1 Thess. 1. 4, 5.)
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But instead-of all-this, weare too:genes
rlly taught; that our consciences cannot

be pacified by the bléod of Christ immedi-
ately, as flowing freely to sinners, nor be
truly comforted thereby. But on the con-
trary almost the whole stress must he laid
npon our discerning some previous gracious
work, which must be made out to be sav-
ing by the exercise of self-examination,
Accordingly this duty is most commonly
explained, enforced, and performed with
this view. As to that exhortation (2 Cor.
xifi. 5), “ Examine vourselves whether ye

gl

past experietices, but the wonders God had
formerly wrought for his people by Mosed
and Aaron. 1f then we would follow his
example, we are to call to mind the ac-
cepted time and the day of salvation, when
Christ arose from the dead, as having ob-
‘tained complete salvation for them that
believe.

I know you will here be ready to say,
¢« Are all our past experiences then to be
forgotten, or not improved as evidences
and encouragements?” I answer, Far be

it; for though they are not to be used for

be in the faith, prove your own selves;!pacifying our consciences, yet they are to
what! know ye not your own selves, how ! be remembered as confirmations of the faith
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be'to our minds, since, if they are genuine,
reprobates #>—nothing can be more evident | they are so many proofs of tie truth and
fo one who reads it with attention, and 'power of the gospel, and likewise to make
views it in ifs conmection, than that the!it more fully appear that we are én the
design of it is to intimate thus much, viz., ! faith, as also to encourage a farther de-
that if anything appears in the temper or | pendence upon the same free grace and
conduct of a professor which is disagree- ' love;which was the root of all those former
able to the gospel, he ought to take ocea- ! gracious experionces; according to what
sion from thence to suspect whether be is ! the Psalmist says (Ps. Ixiii. 7), *Beecause
in the faith. But this very text plainly !thou hast been my help, therefore in the
suggests, by the surprise couched wuder :shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.”

these words, “ What! know ye not your! Notwithstanding this, I will venture to
own selves?” that if our evperiences are of ' say that professors cannot well be too sus-
the Tight stamp, they will evidence them- ! picious of themselves as to any experiences
selves—It is by faith that Christ dwells if! they have felt, or any duties they have
the heart; and faith or believing is of such ! performed. The Seriptures are full of ex-
a nature, that it does more or less evidence ' hortations to watchfulness, jealousy, cau-
itself to our conscieuces; and to confirm ! tion, and self-examinadion, always taking
this witness of our own spirits, we mav be it for granted that joy and peace come into
sure that the Divine Spirit will not fail in ! the mind in believing and loving the tes-
joining his testimony, as we proceed loviug‘ timony of Gol’s arace in Christ.¥ Such
and obeying the gospel we believe. So|suzpicion cannot de us any real damage;
that there is no occasion for a laborious i for if, in the midst of all our jealousies, the
search, followed by a train of reasoning, to  free-grace trutk in its glory and beauty
obtain peace and comfort. We need not 'appears to our view, that will prove an
bs so suspicious of the hope of the gospel, ' anchor to our hope, and an ineentive to
or of the faithfulness of the Spirit or Com- cour Jove, even when we can find nothing
forter.  'We may well Jeave this point to { about us but what wonld tend to discour-
God, since He has proclimed enough in'age and sink uvs. And it will be found
the free gospel to afford us sufficient relief, | that the comfort flowing thus into our
and Las promised that those who know, ' souls from the gospel by the Spirit, as a
love, and obey him, shall not be forcaken ' dontrast to the effects of our own self-
by him. I remewmber the Psalmist once, ! jealonsy, will be muck more safe, solid.
In 2 disconsolate frame, was for calling to ! satisfying, and truly sanctifying, than what
remembrance his song in the night, to ob- | we think to obtain in any other way.}
tain comfort, (Psalm Ixxvii.) Buthewas' o «yoq are waiting for ovidences. Do not pui
unsuneeesstul in pursuing this method, and  them ir})thc wrong placo. Faith comes beforo ovi-
2t length: obtained comfort by remember- | 2P . Evans.

t_An old minister speaking of somo trials through

ing tha. yaars of the right hand of the most ! which he had Daf;cd- tellsus that ho ?&r{\‘;:i {rg
7% N ERRY ~ . em * ive off myseif and.sons A
High; by which he. meant, not bis own lJosus alone; and not on lim a¢ }Jt, but on Hitwss
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Though these thoughts Jook as if they |inal indulgences their delight, and man
wero intended to make believers always [ make the%"e own righteousness, in ;
qul;astion their state, yet it will be found far | shape or other, their confidence; and shal]
otherwise; becuuse they serve only to lead | I add, that some are for placing it upon
and keep them close to that foundation ' their experiences, and upon what they%:):]l
which alone is secure, and where they will | the work of the Spirit in their hearts, and
find tre.st. But, how}::ver, Jn a caso of so, upon anything, rather than on the freenes
%;:?e g ;xggz‘r)t:;mig, et tere El'sthno 1001:;0 for %f ‘g‘(:,sPeld gface,dv:hx]chdthe twork of the

pliment. Either you do, or Spirit is designed to lead us to.

do not, question your state: if you do,‘ But if we are led and taught by the
there is no other way that I know of to | Holy Spirit to rest directly upou Christ
obtain sfat%}sﬁa;:tiog,;)ut b)é ll;e_liev(iir.lg oln the glo;ie, then w% have ;]rxe ancﬁorofhour souls
name ot the lLord Jesus Christ directly, as both sure and steadfast; then the super
standing forth to view in the gospel; for, structure of gospel experience and obedi-
it is in this way, and through this medium ' ence, built upon this foundation, will be
;hat} God cenveys to his people a seuse of | good and solid, receiving all its solidity
iis favour. If you do nof question your and firmmess from its imnediate connec-
state, but are well assured (cloncwnintyg it, : tion with the foundation whereon it was
then this assurance. if solid, will bear t’heibuilt‘* Neitber can we attain to any
trial; neither need you be afraid to look ! stendy hope concerning our own interest,
into the worst of it. But if a suspicion | but in working upon this plan, and resting
arising in the mind upon this should shakel upon this prop. If a person looks upon
your confidence, it then becomes evident,!the hope held forth in the gospel, to bs
that so far it was not placed upon Chyist, | ouly an uncertain, conditional hope, appre-
but upon some good opinion you had hending he may not securely rest upon i,
forIn;ii l?otrll)fzigf]‘é?g g;)oxgs%lvﬁ. hole i :;lhn']&qs thrqugg the cnns]cio}xsr;qss of s?lme-

e conclude the whole with | thing previously wrought in him, or dons
an indubitable maxim, which it becomes | by him; he is );f course induced to seck
all Christians constantly to retain. It is after.or look to something in himeelf, for
this: n uncertain foundation is an unsafe ! the veason or immediate ground of his
foundation. However these Christians are , confidence before God ; and while this sen-
gg thte pgurgber of th]e eleet, redecmed and | timent prgvaila ix) Lis heart, every dut.y he
be(g;téer;zedoz‘:lerltx 1:}\ ma_vl, or uuglit o {;erforms les legz;lied., and e\'c:r% e.lx;pegzpce

such, by themselves or others,  he may hate felt is perverte in
agreeable to their profession, prictice, o; l piaced 'Z.\:acﬂv in the }'oom of ,'1 feveale%
experience; and however it le their duty ; Christ. Butif, on the contrary, the person
to be thankful for any experiences or com-  sees that God'~ love in Christ, as revealed
forts which they have felt, all which is:in the free gospel, points directly towards
readily allowed; yvet there is no absolute him for his only foundation, then the more
certainty to e gathered upon this plan, by | he is apprahensive of his own guilt and
rFenson (;f the }iece:tf;uln&-s] of t(lxe] heart. ‘((l‘:ﬁlgcr, thé: more he 13} obliged t{\ trust 13
rom whenee it is plain, that God never Christ, and constrained to love him: an

intended bis people should take tl.eir rest, so the gospel hope becomes a spur to all
herein, but that they should, in the midst cheerful obedience. The believer then
of all their hopes and fears about their, does not take his comfort from his obedi-
persenal interest, be led, driven, and kept ence; but taking it imwmediately from
wf'l:'hat;1 hope ng;i :]'e.fuge. that is in itself” Chlrist, hedeni];g_gg. comfo;‘t w the exercise
safe and sure.  Nothing i: more necerssary | of love and obedience. For every exercise
than this, nor is there anything that we i of evangelical love, and every act of gospel
are naturally more averse to.  Some make | obedience, has sume comfort attending it;

the world their portion, others make crim-
po ' make ¢ { ¢ “J would have you close with Christ in the pre-
e mize without making any question whether you a6
given in his word and promise, and not on ansthing . in_Christ of no: for there is_an assurance which
of Him to be _Fven here, but what we are to receive . ariseth from the exercise of faith by a direct act;
in heaven. The conclusien was thig. my grace is | and that is when a man by faith directly lays hoid
sufficient, whea I am weak then amn I strong; and *u n Christ and concludes assurance therefrom~
Dbore is reat and life.” arrow of Modern Ihcinity. Ch.3, Sect. 13
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whileevery depatture from Christ produces
datkness and distress, unless the soul be
deluded and deceived by some false com-
fort. Thus upon the whole, it appears,
that if the Lord the Spitit gives us right
views of the full fres grace held forth in
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Israel conquered, they hiad conquered by theiz

own power.

Ver. 3. From JMount Gilead—The geo-
graphy of this verse seems incounsistent with
that of ver. 1. Gilboa, comprising the hili of
JMoreh, was west of the Jordan ; Gilead was
east. An ancient version reads the clause—

the gospel, we should be thereby kept at & | whoever is fear.ful and afraid, let him return,
distance from the self-righteous hope of | und let a  selection be made from Mound
the Phatisee, the licentious hope of the Gileud. The Aliezrites lived there, on whom

Antinomian, the self-sufficient hope of the { Gideon cnuh.l best depend. The proc]umat@on
adyerted to in the verse was general on going
to battle, Deut. xx. 8.

Ver. 5. Lappeth—Boweth down~—the one
drinking as if eager, and in haste; the other
drinking as if they would take things easy.

Ver. 8. Every man to his tent—each to go
Perhaps many waited
within call, so as to share the victory, though
thev escaped the conflict. ‘

Ver. 14. To account for this interpretation
of the dream, it is requisite only to suppose,
a8 we easily may, that the dream and the in-
terpretation were both divinely saggested.
This circumstance farnished the battle ery,
ver. 18, 20.

Ver. 19. Middle watch—middle of the three
divisions of four hours each, into which the
Israelites apportioned the night, from six
o'clock to six o'clock. Soon after ten o’clock.
The Romans divided the -night into four
* watches ™ of three hours ench.

Ver. 22. Set every man's sword against
his fellow—the Midianites destroyed oue
another. In the sudden glare but imperfect

i

free-willer, the conditional hope of the|
Neonomian,® the presumptuous hope of
him who is confident of his own interest
without sufficient evidence for it; and we
shall be prevented from taking up with
the uncertain hope of him who does, more
or less, place his evidences or experiences ;
in the room of Christ, for his mMmmediate
and chief reason of encouragement and
confidence. Then we shall have joy and
peace in believing, and abound in hope,
yes, and in holiness toq, through the power
of the Holy Ghost.

Sabbath School Iiessons,

March 27th, 1854,

@IDEON’S ARMY.—JupeEs viL

Gideon had set forth with his followers to
fulfil the commission which he had received;:

| where he pleased.

That comnnssion was to deliver the Isruelites « light of three huudred luuterns held at_a dis-
from the op, ressions of a pevple whose army , tance, they couid not distinguish friend from
was at least four times the strength of any - fue; especially frightened as they were. The
army be could obtaiwn. Events bad shown,, victory was gaived withost the Israelites

indeed, that numbers were nothing with Je-

bovah; so that Gidecy, if only the assurance

that God was with him became public, would *
To this point

g?s prayer-had been directed, and the result
bad made the requisite assurance public.
Thousands,therefore, jomed ideon’sstandard.

Ver. 1. Well of Hurod—fountain, or well
of trembliag, so called, probably, from the fear |
which seized the Midianites, who were en-
camped in the valley near; or from the appre-
benstons which induced so many of Gideon’s
own army to retire when opportunity was
givey, ver. 3. The spot was among the hills
of Gilboa, near the plain of Esdraelon.

¥er. 2. Too many— The followers of
Gideon amounted to, thiriy-two thousand,
The Midianites were & hundred and thirty-
five thousand. Stiil it might seem that, if

forward without hesitation.

* Neonomian, that is the man who thinks that th
gpcﬂn‘ai éuat L}m_lnw loz.,‘crcg‘ &nZi 3%.5::;:'.0%:104 tg
on of sinners, so ¥ing thiz ro-

law they &ra to bo saved} vo i

.

striking a blow, ver. 21.

Ver. 25. Brought the heads, §-c—This
was in conformity with a frequent practice in
eastern warfare.

Hinrts— After Gideon had destroyed Bael's
altar, he prepared for battle against the Midi-
anites. 1le blew a trumpet; and many people
came to help bim. The euemies of Gideon
and of God also gathered together, a very
great army. Gideon asked a sign from God;
that one night the dew should fall only on'the
wool he bad laid on the floor; aud again, that
the wool should be quite dry ; and God gavs
Gideon both these sigos.

Gideon then found he had 32,000 men.
But God told him there were tov many ; lest
the people should boast, let all who wers
afraid go back home. See ver. 3. Godsaid
there were yet too many; 10,000. They were
all 1ed to the water to drink. Notice the two
ways they would drigk, ver. 5. Nearly all
went on their knees to drink; and only 300
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took tHewater in their bunds hastily, Al
except the 300 were sent back.

- Ohserve—1. To undertake nothing in our
o™ strength.
2. T'o draw back from nothing to which we

are-called by God.

. 3. To doubt of nothing wherein God pro-
wises His aid, :
" . Ta take the-glory of nothing which God
s, do by us.

' Jpril 3rd, 1854,

- THE LOST SHEEP.
" Read Lake xv. 1-10.

fomeetion.~Cheist had left the Pharsee's honso,
$HAp. xiv., aod mawov _publicans and eixners who
enntld notput near Christ while He was there now |
etinvded tohear Bam.  Though the Pharniseesupenly |
awed their contempt of such, He welcomed them.
‘ told thoso parublesto assurethess despised ones
e Gl they wore gxweedinz procions  Itwas
Bekbath, all would be disengaged trow work.
. L Why Christ o speke, ver. 1, 2.
~ Publicans and sizners. The publicans
wec the mwst degraded of the Jews; none,
ut sech wonld cunsent 1o et as tas-gather-
~erg to_the Rousus,  Attracted by Christs
kiayuess, they ugy-r showed such eumity to
- Him: 8s-thy Pharisees drd, chap. xiv. L
- Eatath with theme Tn Lastern countries
$his was aud is the token of cloze fniendship, |
Poolos s &, )
1 1L The10er sheep, ver 2-7.

1

.« OMrist weswerad the murnarers: He wos |
 Awars rendg {o shelter his disciples from rude
Sassanl . o
C T The wilderness,  As the passure landsof
. Jordan were wide and wild, the flocks swere ,
exposed to many dungers, 1 Sum. xvii 34
A sheap i5 2 stapid and defenveless creatare, |
ungble to preserve itsell without man's care, |
ond whep it wanders, it never can of itselire- |
tarnagain to the fold,  Evers shepherd hoows
‘tids, und-readily Iraves fils whole flock to
wesene 1 wanderiog one from certain denthe—)
Ji Lo fade it its recovery gives him more jo,
than the pusseasion T all the rest. ‘
So Christ said, there is mose joy in heaven |

THE G0O0D NEWS,

tendency of joy to-diffase daelfis brought
In thcyprfjae?we of the angels o

menniey

amopyg the angels, ,

APPLIOATION.
1. Despise no dne. Despise none for thety
poverty, their weakness, their ignorance, op
even for their sin. The Pharisees did s

men often, so do; Christians oftén do-so !
God * despises not any,” Job xx¥¥i, §em |

Christ never did.  “'The woman who was «
sioper.” The dying thief. He knows how
precious the soul of the vilestis! = - -

2. Ckrist's love for the lost! How won
derful ! He is the good Shepherd, Joha 1
He left heaven, and all those who never sin
ped, to seek the puor wandering sinners of
earth. As the mother cares most for the

sick chidd; az David sorrowed most over.

Absalom; so God mourns over thislost world,
Cbrist carae to the lost, Luke xix. 1. He
is the friend of sinners.  If you are lost, He
came fo save pou, ) .

3. dAre you “u sinner that repeatelh
Have you repented god jeft your sins ¥ Has
Christ fonud you, and browght you back o

God?® He bas {ong songht you. He knows
nhat a cepentinz sinoer sseapes, and what by’

gains.  Your repentance—not yoar wealth,
aot a crowu—~would make heaven refoica

4. How diferent earith and heuavenle
Men care not for your soul~~gare not whetber
yon repent.  Ancels, Jesus, and God, watch
for yonr ~oul, pity yon, and wait anxiousy
for your repentance.  1{eaven wounld be hap
*pier this nizbt if you were {0 repent! Bo
they rejoicud o r Puul,  Bebold e proyeth,”
2 Chron xx:iv. 27, So Cod rejoiceth over
Nineveh. (o te God this night as did ihe
publican, Lake xvid. 13 :

5. Loy shure in the ungels’ joy? A
voa glad when a had boy or girl become
a00d? Or are you'like Cain, who did not
care for kis brother? I¥ youure like the w-
gelsir this you will he good yonrsell; you

, will try to 1nake others a20d, and you will o4

last zo where the sugels are, John i 41; 2
Cor. v, 14; Joln xx. 21.  Patif not, then

|
|
i

1
i

athen oue wondering sinner is brought back , you ®ill b the compunion of Cain, the devil,
£ hiz Wod, than over the hosts of heaven | and hi: angels, Tsa. xiv, 9-10.
< ~wha have never sinned. Prohably hy just

persons who need 7m0 repealance, Chrst
maant to point to the Phunives, apd sach as
thay who Jeuglt they needed 1o reprentance.
1L "Pha lost piece of silver, ver. §-10.
Women in the Dast freguently  wear ceins
as eroaments strung round thedr trbanse—

Thesr coins were wercrally prrsents, and, of | where it falls

conrse, sy of these briug lost wounld be dil-
geatly souzht.  Light a eandle

Many of{ tanca?"—ok, your zase is almost hopeless |

SUBORDINATE LESSONS.

1. The valne of the sonl—it isexcerding
grcciam:. thoagh now dimmed and tarnished
y sin, Lam. iv. 1.

i 2. How utterly we ore lost! Like shevp

! Psalm exix. 176, Like iﬂ;t silver. it liss |

T "
|

3. Do you act a3 if yon © needed no rephe

the honses of the jaor are witheat windows. | —yon are o “ dead in_xin” a3 to be “pat |
®he calleik her friceds, Inboth cases the! feeling"—Edinturgh 8. 8. Lrssonk



