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From the Edinburgh Presbytcrian Review.

If we repeat the hackneyed saying
that the lives of men of letters are
generally uneventful, it is only because
we wish to add, that, of all literary la-
bourers, the country clergyman is the
one, in whom this remark is mos: em-
phatically verified. Theman who makes
philosophy or poetry, jurisprudence or
general literature, lis sole or supreme
pursuit, may—in perfect consistency
with his grand object—mingle much
with the busiest and the gayest; and lus
lLife has thus & chance (if; after the man-
ner of men, we may say so) of contain-

ing somewhat of that strange—stirring
—undefinable thing, which the world
calls incident, There is at least a pre-
sumption, that he may be thrown into
some of those scenes, or concerned in
some of those occurrences, which gen-
ral consent has invested with especial
attractions, And the messure of pub-
lic activity, which marked the lives of
Milton and Franklin and Sir William
Jones, shews that the presumption is
not unfounded. The enquirer into na-
ture may make a discovery in science,
ot an invention in art, that shall stamp
immortality upon his nate ; and the
record of his research may stimulate
and enchan, as the successive steps of
his progress are obsecrved, and his new
thought is seen to be gradually advanc-
ing from 1ts first imperfect rudimentsto
its full maturity. The life of Newton,
otherwisc most barren of events, draws
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an interest from his discoveries; and
any account of it must arrest and de-
tain the attention, if’ it but comprise an
intelligible statement of the pracess by
which he was led, fromthe falling apple,
to an explanation of the movements of
circling worlds.

But even this charm—the charm aris-
ing, not from exciting adventure, but
from successful contemplation—the me-
moirs of a country clergyman can but
rarely possess. Not that his profession
unfits the mind for the profoundest
acientific enquiry, or the highest literary
attainment. It involves, on the contra-
vy, the noblest exercige of intellect of
which man ig capable; calls him' to re-
flect on the loftiest of all subjects; fills
his soul with the grandeur of those
heavenly relations, on which angels
gazeadmiring. Itstendency, therefore,
is to expand, invigorate, and exalt the
mind, But such meditations engross as
well as strengthen; the soul is satisfied
in them; and all the time that can pos-
sibly be devoted to them is deemed but
apoor acknowledgmentof their supreme
importance. And then, again, the ac-
tive excrtions of a parish minister,
among those to whom he is called to
dispense the word of the gospel, are
(if be would be faithful) so heavy and
untemitting, that he cannot, except in
very peculiar cases, press forward to
the front rank among the candidatesfor
literary and scientific fame. Unmarked,
therefore, in general, by variety of inci-~
dent, or by rapid and startling vicissi-
tude,—and seldom,from the very nature
of his labours, distinguished by any ex-
traordinary effort to seize a pre-emi-
nence among the men whom the world
calls wise,~his days flow on with a
quiet and unbroken tenor, and the histo-
ry of his noiseless course can have little
attraction for those readers—twe fear,
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the majority~—~with whom interest ie
measured by excitement,

But, happily, the true value of a life:
is to be estimated by no such standard.
Our bounteous Creator intends that the
best of his practical lessons in provi-
dence shall be for the benefit of the
whole race; and he has therefore lodg-
ed them, not in those things which can
happen only to a few, but in the peace-
fully persuasive example of a godly
conversation, which may be held forth
by many, snd urged upon the imitation
of all. Thus it is, that striking and
surprising events sre not,as every one’s
experience will attest, of necessity the
most instructive. To & well regulated
mind, they are not even the most pleas-
ing., We may borrow an illustration
of their effect from the more mechani-
cal province of the poet’s art, The
wild and irregular measures of Thalaba
may captivate fora while; but the tamer
rhythm of blank verse or of our old
heroic couplet will better bear the trial
of the purest taste,~and the ever-vary-
ing cadence of the Paradise Lost, or
the exquisite melody of the Pleasures
of Hope, will continue to delight, long
after the enchantment of the other has
been broken. Aund in like mannery—
if we may press so far the comparison
of heavenly things with earthly,—the
record of 2 holy life, revealing the un-
ward breathings of a renewed spirit,
may convey to the soul a .soft and
mellowed harmony, more truly and per-
manently delightful than the impression
produced by 1l the marvels of the most
eventful career. The subsiding flood
always leaves a sediment behind it.
Strong excitement is never free from
the hazard of a recoil. And those of
our pleasures, which arc the most peace-
ful in their origin and character, are
generally the most satisfying and en-
during, The history of Napoleon's
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life may assume the complete mastery
of our feelings, and hurry us onward,
with an impetuosity like his own, from
field to field of blood-stained renown;
but the simple narrative of the toils of
some devoted though secluded minister,
like Charles of Bala, will, if our souls
are disposed aright, teach us more, and
that more pleasantly,—will fall upon
our hearts, like rain upon the mown
grass. If; indeed, our element is agi-
tation and storm, and we prefer the
uncontrolled rush of feeling to its mild
and chastened flow, we shall dwell on
the recitals of remarkable and stirring
deeds; if a literary curiosity is our
prevalent impulse, we shall find our
chief delight in reading of those whose
names have been enrolled among the
aristocracy of genius; but, if we would
have our hearts made better,~while we
refuse not their due place to these oth-
er sources of enjoyment, we shall repair
more frequently, and with a deeper sat-
isfaction,tothe calm and soothing pages,
which disclose the secrets of a life hid
with Christ in God.

Born of pious parents,—at Long-
ridge, in the parish of Stonehouse, in
1780,~Dr, Hamilton was early destin-
ed by them for the ministry, and conse-
crated, we doubt not, by many a pray-
cr. The few things that are recorded
of hig early years give presage of that
ardour of mind, which afterwards con-
stituted so important an element of his
usefulness. In the emblematic action
of the boy, who,~when his monthly
pilgrimage to the quarters of the Edin-
burgh carrier,for the Evangelical Maga-
zine, was performed on so rainy a day,
that he could not read it on his return,
~placed the trcasure beneath his gar-
ments, that it might be nearcst his
heart,—we discern the early promise of
that zeal for God's house which after-
wards consumed him,
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Intending, from his first entrance on
an academic life, to devote himself to
the ministry, the subject of this notice
transferred into energetic action the
remark of Jeremy Taylor, that ¢ an ig-
norant minister is an head without an
eye,andan cvil minister is salt that hath
no savour.,’” He was enthusiastic in
the pursuit of every branch of learning;
and, when he had only reached the age
of eightcen, he commenced a diary, and
began to exercise himself in the regu-
lar scrutiny and diligent keeping of his
own heart.

¢ The country parson,’ it was said
long ago by Herbert, ¢is full of all
koowledge. They say, it is an ill ma-
son that refuseth any stond; and there
is no knowledge, but, in a skiiful haud,
serves either positively as it is, or else
to illustrate some other knowledge.’
Throughout his life, Dr. Hamilton act-
ed the part of one who knew this truth,
and feltit. Not satisfied with the min-
imum of learning which could bear him
safely through his examinations, he
walked nearly the entire circle of the
sciences. When at College, he attend-
ed the classes of Anatomy, Chemistry,
and _fateria Medica; and, in additionto
the easier languages of France and
Italy, he acquired the German, at a time
when it was but little studied. Light-
er and pleasanter pursuits were not
overlooked, He had a keen relish for
sacred poetry; his mind was early stor-
ed with it; and he spoke much to him.
self in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual
songs. Even after he was fixed down
to the constant and weighty duties of
a parochial charge, his application was
unabated. Let our readers mark the
task which the man of forty-one pre-
scribes to himself, and which, as we
learn from a subsequent entry, was very
nearly fulfilled
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182], Jan. 1. Resolve, in order if possi-
ble to enforce future diligence, in the
course of the present year to read over the
Bible in English, having this morning, in
course, read the epistle of James—to read
over the Bible in Greek—toread the Bible
in Hebrew from Jobto Malachi—to read
fity volumes at average octavo size, in
French or English—to read a thousand
pages of Ernesti’s edition of Cicero, be-
ginning to-day at the 186th page, first vol-
ume—io prepare for publication 200 pages
of letter-press duodecimo—to spend fifty
days in visiting and catechising the con-
gregation—to lectwe over forty chaplers,
beginning at the 2Ist of Genesis.”

Habits of study, carly formed, and
so happily sustuined, continued with
him to the close of life. Although his
constitution was feeble, the willingness
of the spirit supported the weakness of
the flesh. In order the better to re-
decm the time, he adopted a practice in
which all students would do well to fol-
low him,—to note, at the end of every
week, the hours in it which had been
lost or misemployed. Ifislast publica-
tions show how well he kept up with
the theological literature of the day;
and the reader, who observes the refer-
ences, in his books on Pardon and As-
surance, to the most recent writings on
the subject, cannot fail to wonder how
he found time to peruse them. His
conversation took the colour of his
learning,—although, as we shall after-
wards have occasion to remark, it drew
a still deeper tincture from his piety.
He had the rare art of breaking down
his knowledge to the capacity of the
young, while it had compass and depth
enough to instruct the old. And all
was coMmunicated with scarce the
seeming conscicusness of its posses-
sion; there was a singular ease aud
nature in his artless scattering of infor-
mation; he was always teaching, and
never pedantic.

The opinions of such a nan respect-
ing books were likely to be most valua.
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ble. Just enough of them, however, s
preseeved, to make us wish that there
had been more.

*In acquiring clear views,” he says,
¢ of the Christian system, I have been un.
der the greatest obligatiors to Edwards,
Williamns,Scott,and Fuller,  Amongstthe
practical writers on rehigion it is not casy
to specify those who have contributed mnost
10 1ny edification and enjoyment. Those
who dwell most on the unscarchable grace
and matchless glories of the Redeemer,
have long beeniny principalfavourites. 1
cannotexpressmy admiration of the Scotch
Covenanters.  Single sentences in the
writings of Durham have often been food
to my soul for days. The works of Ru-
therford, Brown, and Gray, were often
exceedingly sweet and savoury, William
Bridges, Richard Allein, and some parts
of Flavel, frequently proved like marrow
and fatness. Hervey and the Erskines
many a time delighted and instructed me.
I'loved the theology and the spirit of Ow-
en, But the man in whose writings I
found the most massy and precious matter
was Boston. The greatest part of his
writings are merely the loose and undi-
gested cffusions of his mind on the text
trom which he was intending to preach
next Sabbath. But though without revi-
sion, polish, or enlargement, they arestor-
ed with the most sublime and elevating
views of the person and grace of the Re-
deemerthat can be found n any uninspir-
ed composition. They are such as none
but a man of a vigorous mind, and who
lived near to God, could have produced.

¢ Such works have long been my great-
cst luxuries, and I have felt the strongest
reluctance to be obliged to abandon them
for secular business, ecclesiastical wran-
lings, or the contentions of controversy.
t was like the suburbs of heaven, when,
on the Sabbath cvening, relieved from
worldly cares and distraction, 1 could su
down for hours 10 such volumes.”

But his care for the adequate furnish-
ing of his intcllect was at least equal~
led by his solicitude to have always a
conscience void of offence. At an car-
ly age, as has been already mentioned,
he began to keep an early register of
his frames; and the first entry in 1t
shews a very distinct appreciation of
the way in which the keeping of such a
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record might be wnade most subservient
to spiritual improvement, With great
humility-~that fairest ornament of the
young disciple—ho seems to have sat
at the Redeemer’s foet. ¢Iam young
in grace,’ he says, September v, 1798,
¢little acquainted with the knowledge
of Jesus, and less how to solve these
difficulties. The best way is to wait
with patience the Lord’s own teaching.'
‘The extracts from his diary afford many
specimens of a severe scrutiny of his
own soul. They betoken the existence
of a hard—because a faithful—struggle
against secret faults, And it may be
remarked of him, as it has been of oth-
cr eminent Christians, that the sins for
which he most upbraids himself, are just
the very last with which another would
have thought of charging bim. Of his
spiritual exercise respecting these, we
would do well to ponder the following
rich and instructive specimen; it may
help us to comprehend what is meant
by wisdom and spiritual understand-
ing.

“ Knowing that it is the duty of every
rational creature to attend to the things
belonging to his own everlasting peace,
and finding, from melancholy experience,
that if 1have any religion at all, my pro-
gress hasbeen lamentably slow ; I this ev-
ening enter before the ﬁord into the fol-
lowing resolutions :—~

‘ 1. Iam passionate, fretful, and pecv-
ish : resolve, as a cure to this, according
to the directions given by Dr. Colquhoun
in his Treatise on Spiritual Comfort, to
cndeavour toexcel in the contrary graces,
mg‘ekness, gentleness, forbearance.

2. Iymlifeless and formal in my stu-
dies and ministrations; resolve to com-
pose my discourses, and to preach, as if I
saw the eye of God fixed on me, and were
immediately to give an account of the ex-
ercise at his judgment-seat. Ah,kowsoon
and suddenly may { find myself there !
Butif I am accepted in the Beloved, it
<an never betoo soon or too suddenly.

“ 3. Loflen trifie with my subject in the
pulpit : resolve to bear in mind that I sel-
dom deliver a discourse but there is some
jerson or other who will uever hear ano-

Joi

ther sermon from ne, and will never see
my face till we mect at the judgment seat
ot Jesus,

“ 4, When time hangs heavy on my
hands, and my mind feels depressed, re-
solve to exert myself more diligently in
the duties of my office, in endeavouring to
domore service for God in the gospel of
his Son.

“5. When agitated and distressed by
temporal trials, sickness of fricnds, or any
other trouble, resolve to go to God, and
ﬁmythat he would unfold to me more of

is all-sufliciency, raise me more above
created comforts,and enable meto live on
him as my portion,whom I hope to possess
as my eternal ALL.”

In his journals we meet with not a
few examples of the use to which his
reading was applied by his religion.
The duty of fasting, in connexion with
prayer and devout mediation, which he
found enforced in Boston’s Memoirs, he
began, at an carly period in his minis-
try, statedly to observe; keeping, for
many years, the forcnoon of Saturday
asa fast, and giving the morning hours
to supplication for a blessing on the
exercises of the coming Sabbath, He
adduces, sometimes, with much disceru-
ment, particulars from the experience of
other believers to match bis own, and
thus gains for himself lessons both of
guidance and of comfort. When dis-
couraged by the stubborn scaredness of
heart which some of his people display-
cd, he was revived by the saying of
Rothwell in regard to a certain charge,
that, ¢if hic did not expect to mect the
devil there, he would never go to the
place.” Thus his piety made applica.
tion of his knowledge. It extracted
some spiritual profit from every acquire-
ment; it turned all into gold.

The most promiunent feature in his
devotion was probably its loftiness——a
certain indescribable elevationand gran-
deur. But this by no means excluded
the gentler quality of pathos. The
union of the sublime with the tender
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was conspicuous in his praycrs—=wheth-
ct he was conducting the devotions of
a congregation, or pouring out his soul
to God in the bosom of his houschold.
So that we may transfer to him, what
Bates snid of Bagter:—« His prayers
were an cffusion of the most lively
melting expressions, and his intitnate
ardent affections to God; from theabun-
dance of the heartthe lips spake. His
soul took wing for heaven, and rapt up
the souls of others with him, Never
did I sec or hear a holy minister address
himself to God with more reverence
and humility, with respect to his glo-
ious greatness; never with more zeal
and fervency, correspondent to :ho in-
finite moment of his requests; nor with
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The same spirit, which impressed
such a character on his approaches to
the throne of grace, communicated a
peculiur savour to his familiar intor-
course with others, whether by word or
by letter.® Of the former, we can say
truly, that it was ¢ always with grace”

—“good to the use of edifying”—

Here religion, apparent yetunobtrusive,
strict yet without constraint, Jived and
reigned in mingled dignity and sweet-
ness. Dr. Hamilton was one of the
few men, into whose company the writ.
er of thesc remarks never entered,
without hearing something which had a
direct and manifest bearing on personal
religion, Exactly similar scems to have
been the strain of his correspondence.

more filial affiance in the Divine mer-
cy.”

Those of his letters which are given in
the Memoirs shew on what his heart

sSome months previous to my departuro for Canada, I had the happiness to spend
part of threedays at the manse of Strathblane. Dr. Hamilton was expected to be ab-
sent on ministerial duty and I was requested tosupply hispulpit.  From sore cause his
absence became unnecessary, and Ithus enjoyed a taste of his society, a priviledge—
for even an hour’s fellowship:with an enlightened and hoiy man descrves the name—
which fell to my lot but once. My recollection of his manner, spirit and conversation
is distinct—and all indicated how much his soul dwelt in habitual communion with
things invisible. I had accepted 2 call to a congregation in Canada and our conversa-
tion naturally turned on the probable result of that step. I remember his discourse
was designed to imprcss upon me the oneness of the ¢ urch and people of God—that
ths being useful to it in any quarter was the highest honor—that distance in the sphere
of labor was a transient and insignificant accxdem since we are all one in Christ Jesus,
and where he is we shall shortly be ;—and while I listened to him I felt that 1 looked
upon one, who, though Providence had assigned to him but a narrow sphere of labor
in a strath of his native country, was yet prepared in spirit to go far hence among the
Gentiles to proclaim the unscarchable riches of Christ. Having then but just com-
menced my exercise as a preacher of the gospel,I was gratified to receive his prudent and
affectionate counscls—some of which were new to me.  Being led in the course of
conversation on the Sabbath evening to remark on the character of Dr. ——, of B——,
as a preacher, he spoke to this effoct—* Yes, he is a man of superior abilities, but lfc
has not improved them. I have known him above 20 years. At College he took .hns
place among the first rank of scholars, and was even acknowledged to possess genius,
I have associated with him occasionally since.  His mind has always been filled with
some great project—just conceiving the plan of some important work—but there it
ended. He had talents, butthcynrc wasted, Destituteof application, he has accom-
plished nothing. Evenas a preacher he hascome immecasurably short of what he
might have been and although not aged, I am afraid—hisday is passed.” The estima-
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was set; they betoken an uncommon
measure of wpirituality of mind. We
regret, however, the extreme uniformity
of their subjects. Being almost all let-
ters of consolation, they exhibit their
author’s mind only in a single aspect.
Still this light is one of the most amia-
ble and engaging in which it could be
shewn; and, although deficient in vari-
ety of topics and occasions, these letters
present a most instructive view of his
care to redeem the time, his concern
about the salvation of those around him,
the yearnings of his heart over his near-
est relatives, his fervent aspirations af-
ter ministerial usefulness, his strong
and deep impressions of the riches of
Christ, and his habitual seeking of a
city yet to come. Out of a multitude
of others equally beautiful and affecting,
we give two extracts, both from letters
to his father,—the one shewing how his
heart was stayed on theexhaustless pro-
visions of the covenant,—and the other,
with how unfaltering an eye he could
contemplate the putting off his earthly
tabernacle.

“ Good books suggest good thoughts
they help to fix the wandering mind, and
furnish it with rich and suitable foed for
sacred mediation. Inthe Biblewe havea
never-failing fund of consolation and of
joy. The promises are all founuud in the
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love and kindness of Jehovah ; they are
fulfilled by his faithfilness and power,and
they extend to all things, comprehending
the life that now is, and also that which is
to come. To be heir of the Promiscs, is
to be heir of all things: ‘all things are
yours.,! The first and leading pramise in
the Bible is, ¢ I will be your God,and ye
shall be my people.” ‘To assure us of its
certainty, it is repeated more than fitteen
times. "And if the Lord be the portion of
our souls, what can we want? He will
give us grace and glory,and no good thing
will be withheld. His heart is infinite,
hut every corner in it is filled with love
and kin:l}l,less to them who know his name,
and have embraced him as their treasure
and their all. Thisis a portion which
willlast. Themountains may depart, and
the hills may be removed, but his Joving
kindness will not chan from us, neither
will the covenant of his grace be broken.
He rests in his love. He hates putting
away; and long after the heave .s and the
earth have vanished from the face of be-
ing, we will be folded in the arms of his
mercey,and drinking immortal vigour from
the river of uncreated goodness and love.
Till the happy time comme when we shall
see him as he is, let us strive to be near
him, let us labour to be like him, endea-
vour to sit at his fect, and to do the things
that please him. Blessed are those ser-
vants whom the Lord, at his coming, shall
find watching.”

“ Qur own time is short. Yeta little
while, and those that wcep shall be as
though they wept not, and they that_re-
joice as though they rejoiced not. We
must soon enter the world of spirits, and
appear before our God and Judge. And,
oh'! what a blessed and glorious appear-
ance will it be to the Christian. Then he

ble man on whom these strictures were made is since dead, and he has left no memo-
rial of his gifted mind behind him except such as may be found in the regards of a
few surviving contemporaries. Dr. Hamilton, on the other hand,endowed with talents
inferior to his, but cultivated and directed by a sanctified spirit—has done much for his
own gencration—and being dead, he yet speaketh. Without *minding high things,”
or csteeming himself great, he has acquired an honorable name among those whose
honor is of the purest value. His works will continue to occupy a distinguished place
among those composed for the edification of the serious. I trust they will become
better known throughout our church in Canada, particularly his Treatise on the Law
and Gospel, and his Young Communicant’s Remembrancer. My affectionate remem-
branceof this “ faithful witness” induced me to take this earliest opportunity of pre-
senting these extracted notices of his life.
EDITOR.
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shall bid farewell to all aflliction and sor-
row ; then he shall be filled and encom-
passed with an ocean of bliss ; then we
shall see Jesus as he is, and be made like
unto him. 'Weshall be forever with one
another, and fcrever with the Lord. That
is aglorious prospect, and jtisnear t Yet
a very little time, and it shall be disclosed
to us in all its extent and beauty, The
consideratior. of this should lead usto be
resigned to all the appointments of Provi-
dence, and instcad of mourning for those
who have gone before, to be daily prepar-
ing forour owa departure.”

The calm and peaceful view of death,
which the last of these extracts pre-
sents, he was cnabled by Divine grace,
to take, when it was no longer a matter
of distant prospect. In October 1826,
he thought he felt the first attack of a
deadly disease. ¢The sensation) he
says, ¢produced a very solemn feeling.
The first thought that passed through
my mind was, Must I really dic whenl
have done so little? And the second,
Nothing can bé more just than to cut
me down at this time; for I have been
a great sinner, and a most unprofitable
servant. From the weakness of reli-
gious principle, and the strength of nat-
ural affection, T felt great regret at
leaving my young family. But, on the
whole, felt moreresignation to the ado-
rable will of God than I had anticipa-
ted. The will of the Lord be done.’
Aund when, not in appearance merely,
but in reality, a fatal disorder came, he
was ready. Those near him had per-
ceived a character of deeper camnest-
nese in al} his occupations, which ren-
dered him (to use the beautiful expres-
sion of the editor of these volumes)
“like one who had already found himself
in the twilight of the dark valley.’ <1
can now lic down every night,’ were his
words to a dying parishioner, ¢and feel
T anxiety whether I awake in this
world or in the worldof spirits.” What
a blissful commacnt on the words of the
Psalmist, « When ¥ awake, I am still
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witd THER! Summoned into cternity,
after only four days illness, calmly and _
cheerfully he obeyed the call; and a-
mong the last sounds that escaped his
lips,were the words ¢ GLORIOUS GOSPRL,’
repeated again and again inseeming ec-
stacy. ‘I'bus he died,ashelived, preach-
ing the word of the kingdom. Likethe
Spartan who hud fullen in honourable
battle, e was borne home on his shield
~—the shield of faith,

Need we say that, while he lived, his
Master preserved him as the apple of
his eve? Several remarkable instances
of this are recorded in the chapter on
providential deliverances and answers
toprayer. One of them gives so strik-
ing a view of the goodness of God, in
doing more abundantly than his servant
asked, that we cannot refrain from in-
serting it.

*Qn the Lord’s day, August G, 1815, my
cldest child, who was little more than eight
months, and who had beea seriously ill
for many days, scemed in the morning to
be growing worse. As the case was not
desperate, I went to the church and pro-
cecded through the forenoon service, in
the hope that his complaint would take 2
favourable turn by the time that it was
over. On my rcturn I found him worse,
1had left the people in the expectation of
sermon in the afternoon, andtherefore was
again ob)is;:d, though with a painful heart,
to ascend the pulpit.  On the close of the
last service, he appeared to be rapidly
sinking ; and on asking the surgeon his
opinion of the case, he declared that the
cgild could not long survive sunset. This
confirmed allmy fears; but since my dear
child’s Jeccase was sonear, I rejoiced that
I had received warning of ils approach ;
requested the surgeon to withdraw, an
fell on my knees. with my wife by my
side, by the bed of our iifant. Xeriedto
God that we would not contend with him
—~that our child and ourselves were whol-
1y his—that we gave our infant as a free-
will offering—that we were_thankful that
he had given us warning of his pleasure,
and were glad, since such was his holy
wil}, to have the privilege of surrendering
volumarily sach a child into his hands.
Amin andagain 1 cricd, © Father, glorify
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thy name.’ My ambition was, that his
name should be glorificd. And, like a
God of infinitcgrace, he speedily glorified
his blessed name far beyond all that we
could expect. He guided the skill of the
surgeon in another way by bleeding, to
preserve our infant : and within forty-five
minutes after he had enabled my wife and
myself to surrender our infant into his
hands, we saw decided sympioms of the
ahatement of inflammatory attack. O,
who is a God like untoour God: and what
must eternity be like in the presence of
him who spared not his own Son, but de-
livered hitn up for usall ; and on earth
hears our prayers, and treats us with such
inefiable gentleness andtenderness.  Dur-
ing the season of agitaling suspense, I
cnjoyed uncommonly elevated views of
the majesty, love, and all-sufficiency of the
Lord; and saw most powerfully that
though my child were removed, his pow-
er, and grace, and glory would remain
unchanged, and that in the riches of his
grace and all-sufficiency of his nature,
there was still an infinite fulness from
which tosupply all my need, and replenish
and delightmy soul with every consolation
and joy.”

The son here spoken of) the child of
so merciful a dispensation, still lives,—
and, ir editing the ¢Life and Remains,’
has enjoyed the melancholy pleasurc of
raising a monument to his father’s me-

mory.

We hasten now togive some account
of Dr. Hamiltor's public labours as a
minister of the gospel.  He was licens-
ed to preach on the 4th December, 1804;
and, after being assistant snccessively
at Broughton and New Kilpatrick, he
was ordained, on the 23d December,
1307, as minister of St. Andrew’s chap-
cl, Dundee: There, at that time, the
the Lord had much people. IHe senta
shower of blessing upon the labours of
his servant,—who; to his dyiny day,
spoke with gratefal recollcction of the
comfort and enlargement with which he
had been favoured in that charge.
There, in his labours of preaching, vis-
iting, xu;:} catechizing,he would willing-
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ly have hived and died, but for the hope-
lessness of then obtaining, as a chapel
minister, a scat 1n the judicatories of
the church. Anxious to te.tify for
Clirist in these as well as in the pulpif,
he accepted, in 1809, a presentation to
Strathblane,~the parish with which
his name is identified, and in which,
we are persuaded, it will long be re-
vered.

Dr. IHamilton's ministry, in all his
charges, but especially in Strathblare,
where he had most time to mature and
execute his plans, was that of a man
who was penetrated with the fecling of
what a pastor ought to he—tthe depu-
ty of Christ for the reducing of man
to the obedience of God.’ Duty with
him became delight. Knowing that he
could not love Christ too ardently, he
reduced to constant practice the infer-
ence that he could not be too assiduous
in the feeding of Christ’s sheep. He
annually visited and catechized the
whole parish. He was to be scen at
every sick-bed; and never was visitor
more feelingly welcomed. He was fill-
cd with a holy indignation agrairst in-
temperance, as one of the grent obsta-
cles to the success of his ministry, and
was a strenuous advocate of socicties
for itssuppression. He founded a par-
ish library and savings’ ban¥k, introduc-
ed and encouraged Sabbuth schoals,
superintended a claes of young pevple,
and induced his fock to unite’in Bible
and Missionary Societics. Nothing
was overlooked that conld be brought
to bear upon the success of his minis-
try.  As lie was meditating, one cven.
ing, what new plan he could devise for
the good of his people, it ocenrred to
him to commence & course of popular
lectures on scicnce,—persuaded that, if
he could in any way expzmd their minds,
his reasonings reapecting divine things
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would obtain a readier entrance. These
lectures were continued during part of
four successive years. They excitedan
unusual interost; and not a few were
induced, by listening to the address of
the week-day, to place themselves un-
der the influence of the ministrations of
the Sabbath.

Dr. Hamilton’s last scrmon was
preached before the.Glasgow Corres-
ponding Society for prayer just ome
week before his death, and afterwards
published at their request. It may be
regarded as his last testimony to the
preciousness of that truth which he had
spent bislife in proclaiming.  Although
it is a mere fragment,—intended, mani-
festly, to be filled up in the course of
delivery,~—it bears a most impressive
witness. Like Moses, he was remov-
ed, before his cye had become dim, or
his natural force abated. The clear-
ness of his view of things divine, and
the arresting manner in which he sets
forth truths that are often overlooked
through their very obviousness, appear
—unimpaired—in this last effort in his
Master's cause. The textisthat hum-
bling—yet cheering—message sent by
Zechariah; ¢ not by might, nor by pow-
ecr; but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts.” The Clristian church is first
represented as heving in trust the word
of Jife for the whole family of man,—
as having a great work to perform, one
far beyond the compass of all human
energy, the diffusion of a knowledge of
God’s name to all the ends of the earth
—the conversion of the world. Next,
the certainty of this work’s completion,
in spite of the most appalling difficul-
ties, is shewn, from the all-sufficiency
of Christ’s sacrifice and theomnipotence
of the Spirit, with the warm feeling and
in the burning words of one who was
confident that the Lord would hasten it
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in his time, And then the preacher

enumerates those means, which, if dili-

gently used, might be expected to draw

down a plenteous effusion of holy influ-

ence. Among these, he assigns a prom-
inent place to social meetings for pray-

er,—from their tendency to affect in-

dividual hearts, to foster a brotherly

love among the members of a congre-

gation, and to specd the time—-which

must come in answer to the entreaties
of those who favour the dust of Zion—
when the Lord shall eppear in his glory

to refresh his heritage. The whole dis-
course is replete with those abasing
views of man’s weakness, and those
lofty conceptions of the divine grace
and sufficiency,which held so prominent
a position in Dr. Hamilton's preaching.
And if it is mere imagination, (which
yet we cannot believe,) it is an imagin-
ation we could love to cherish, that
these thoughts, so familiar to his mind,
appear here in more colossal dimensions
than in any other of his works,—that
the increasing clevation of his preach-
ing, as well as the deepening solemnity
of his character, gave a premonition of
his speedy entrance upon nobler scenes,
—that heaven shedan unwonted portion

of its brightness upon the last footsteps

of his course on carth,

There is 2 decp—a thrilling interest
in such a dying attestation to the truth.
It comes to us as a voice from the land
of the invisible—an assurauce, from
one who has cntered into the presence-
chamber of the King of king’s, that his
designs are unrecalled—his thoughts of
compassion established in saithfulness
—the Lord of hosts willing, as ever, to
pour water on the thirsty. It is inter-
esting to mark the progress of the war-
rior, as, victory suceeeding victory, he
advauces in his career of glory; but it

s & finer spectacle by far to see him, at
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the end of his course, witnessing to
the joy which his country’s service
yielded, and shewing, in death, the
workings of a quenchless enthusiasm
for her weal. But there is a loftier
love than the love of country, a higher
contest than those in which this world’s
champions gather their laurels,—the
love of God, the good fight of faith.
If, then, we would enjoy the noblest
sight which the world of sin affords, let
us turn our cyes to the Christian sol-
dier, when life is ebbing,—and behold
him, as in the case before us, exalting
the Captain of salvation, testifying that
his heavenly battles are no vain and
fruitless enterprises, and manifesting, to
his latest hour, an unabated ardour in
setting forth the glory, in contending
for the rights, in labouring for the ex-
tension, of his kingdom.

DEATH OF A CHRISTIAN.

How sweetly parts the Christian sun,
Just Yike the summer monarch set,

"Midst cloudless skies his journey done,
‘To rise inbrighter regions yet.

O where the Christian e¢nds his days,
Lingers a lovely line of rays,

That speaks his calm departure blest,
And promises to those who gazc,

The same beatitude of rest.
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PRACTICAL SERMONS.
No. M.

By the Rev. Robert Macgill of Niagara.

Tug CusracTEr oF T'HOMAS (AN 1LLUS-
TRATION OF THB FRINCIPLE TUAT THE
FAUTH FOUNDED ON TESTIMORY IMPLIES
HIIGHER MORAL BXCELLENCE THAN THE
FAVTH FOUNDED ON SIGHT.) John 20,
v. 29,

An attentive reader of the sacred
scriptures cannot fail to be struck with
the vast variety of character and inci-
dent contained in them, from which the
most important lessons may be drawn.
Almost every page presents a view of
human nature and life in some one of
those striking forms, which are best fit-
ted to enlighten and impress minds of
every order. From this manifest pe-
culiarity of the inspired writings we
may safely hazard the assertion—that
the man who has studied them most
thoroughly, howeverrecluse his manner
of life, and narrow the range of hisac-
tual observation, will yet know infinite-
ly more of human nature and of what
is commonly called the world,” than
those who have trodden the foulest and
fairest of its labyrinths, without asking
counsel of His oracles who knoweth
what is in man.

The passage we have read ns a text,
in connexion with the history of the
disciple named in it, may afford one of
these very instructive lessons. It is
evident that Thomas was a person slow
of faith, We can discover too in what
is recorded of him evidences of a sus-
picious and obstinate temper, not at all
amiable. “Except’—he declares to the
other disciples who had just testified to
him, “wchave secnthe Lord"—cxcept ¥
shall sco in his hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the print of
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the nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, I will not believe—v, 235, There
was no good reason for this obstinate
caution andincredulity. Did it imply a
doubt of the veracity of the witnesses?
Or did it imply s resolution that he
would believe no fact unless he saw it
with his own eyes? I am inclined to
the opinion that neither of these was
very distinctly intended. But under
the influence of doubt and disappoint-
ment, he had viewed too strongly the
inexplicable mysteries connected with
the fate of his crucified Master, and
could not now confide in any thing un-
less his eyes saw it; and, therefore,
though half persuaded of the Lord's
resurrection by the testimony of oth-
ers, his heart would have treated it
as a thing unproved, unless some clear-
cr manifestion had been given him,

It was to a disciple laboring under
this imperfection of character that our
Saviour condescended to meke the dis-
covery that should removeit, v, 26—29;

1d the use which I propose now to

ke of thissubject,is to peint out some
vl the evils resulting from that unreason-
able scepticism which Thomas avowed,
and the reasons of that blessedness which
the Saviour here pronounces upon them
thathavenotseen and yethave believed’.

J. I shall point out some of the evils
resulting from that unreasonable scep-
ticism which Thomas avowed;—

1. The man whoe acts uponthe princi-
1 le of believing nothing but what he sees
—a principle that may be implied in the
avowal of the doubting disciple-—cuts
himself off from some of the most val-
uable and interesting knowledge. He
mnust remain ignorant of the origin of
the world; for it is by faith, (not by
sight,) we ‘understand that the world
was framed by the word of God. With-
out this principle the history of all past
ages would be to himan utter blank, or
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would seem peopled not with veritics
but with fictions. Even the contempo-
raneous transactions of distant lands
would share the same fate, and the pre-
sent and actual history of Arabis, and
the East, for instance, would be regard-
ed as we do the tales of the Arabian
nights. Thelight of science too would
be extinguished as well as the light of
history; for to the great mass of man-
kind its discoveries are what their eyes
bave not seen, nor cansee. Is there
one in a hundred thousand, even of
those who have embraced the system of
modern astronomy, who have seen the
five moons of Jupiter, or who zre able
to distinguish that planet from the oth-
er radiant points that adorn the sky?
Even among scientific men, how terri-
ble would be the curtailment of their
knowledge, if they admitted nothing,
but the actual results of their own in-
vestigations {!)~—But without proceed-
inginto the higher regions of knowledge
for illustration of evils that would arise
from such an unreagonable scepticism,
I would say, that books would be ren-
dered useless by it, for books are chief-
ly the rccords of past things; that hu-
man testimony would be annihilated, on
which we are dependent for half our
sefety and enjoyment; that he who
doubted the testimony of competent
and veracious witnesses-—declaring they
had seen their risen Master—might on
the same grounds have doubted wheth-
er the man he called father, or the wo-
man he called mother, were really de-
serving of the name.—The avower of
such a scepticism cuts himself oft’ from
some of the most valuable and interest-
ing knowledge.

2. Again, to act on such a sceptical
principle, that we will believe nothing
except on the evidence of our own sen-
ges, would intszoduce innuinerable evily
into the ordinary transactions of life,==
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1t would overthrow courts of justice,
for if human testunony is not a credible
thing their occupation would be gone—
it would put an end to the profession of
medicine, both on the part of the prac-
titioner and the patient, for faith in the
history of his profession 1s as necessa-
ry to the one, as faith in the practi-
tioner’s skill and experience, and the
efficacy of his drugs, is to the other——
it would ley an effectual ecmbargo on
them that go down to the sea in ships,
that do business in the great waters,for
not oac in a thousand of those that
navigate them know any thing of the
scientific principles on which the rules
of their art arefounded. I ncednot say
to you, my hearers, how miscrably the
stream of life and enjoyment would be
frozen up, were we to give way to the
humor of believing nothing but what
we had seen—of receiving even theun-
biased statement of facts made by cach
other as so many idle and deceptive
words. I need not say, that though
the confidence we repose in others is
sometimes deceived and sometimes a-
buscd, yet the friendship, and the love,
and the good neigbborhood, to which
it gives birth, to say nothing of the rapid
current of human activities, of which it
is the moving cause, are somec of the
happicat ingredients in the cup of our
existence; and he who destroys within
his own heart that confiding principle of
faith whichis as essential to the well-
being of the natural, as to the spiritual,
life, prepares a grave for his own hap-
pinesg and improvement.—Beings of
such a nature, and in such circumstan-
ces,as man, must be guided by higher
principles than those of sight.

3. Again, the prevalence of sucha
sceptical humor is evidence of an una-
miable and discased mind, and always
brings in its train many vices, We
are born with tho love of truth, No
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child will tell a he until 1t 15 perverted
by example or inismanagement. Nor
does any child suspect that others will
deceive it.  The cautious, the jealous,
the suspicious temper, thut some men
acquire in after lite, results from often
deceiving and being often deceived; it
i3 onc of the melancholy effects pro-
duced on a nature born for betfer things,
by intercourse with a world, which an
apostle describes ¢“as foolish, disobe-
dient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy,
hatefuland bating onc another.” When
the young first begin to tell untruths,
they put & constraint upon themselves.
The practice is not easy or natural;
and in this at least, we might receive
the testimony of thosc who have most
inveterately followed it—that no man
can be & liar without first doing vio-
lence to his nature. It is the same
with the suspicion of deception. When
first awakened it is painful, and perhups
there is no period in the life of a good
man when he does not feel unhappy at
this suspicion being forced upon him.
To imagine when we stand in coaver-
sation with a fellow-creature, that the
smile which plays upon his countenance
is only a decoy—that the bland and
courtcous phrases wherewith he greets
us flow from a heart disposed to do us
unkindness and wrong~—~Ah me, is not
the very thought as thorns in the eyes?
L allude to these things, my hearers, to
impress upon you the fact that deceit
and suspicion are not natural to man;
that they flow from the perversion of
our nature; that they are stroug pas-
sions only inthe worst of our race,or of
such as have been placed in the most un-
happy circumstances; that the enlight-
ened, the good,the candid, the generous
are most free from them; that the ma:
who is inepired with the charity whic)
hopethail things,and believethalithing
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—an attribute, not of weakifess, but the
highest perfection of & moral being,—
will not, except on the most urgent
grounds, doubt the veracity or reject
the testimony of another even in the
simplest matter; far less when that tes-
timony is born by honest men, by men
who love truth—who feel their respon-
sibility to the God of truth; by men
who have no motive to deceive the per-
son addressed but every motive to lead
him in the right way; by men who
are ever ready to do us kindness. To
doubt in such a case is to do injustice
to the narrator, and to trample under
foot the constitution of things that God
hasappointed. Andif the practice were
followed aut, it would sever the bonds
which unite man with man, and man to
God; it would not only subvert religion,
but would banish truth, and harmony,
and repose, from the world.

Enough has been said, I trust, to ex-
pose the unreasonableness and evil con-
sequences of the principle—avowed in
a particular instance by the doubting
digciple—of refusing belief to every
fact unless we have seen it without our
own eyes. It would deprive us of some
of the most valuable and interesting
portions of our knowledge—it would
unsettle the ordinary transactions of
life—-it would extinguish in the human
bosom some of its best affections—it
would do injustice in innumerable in-
stances to veracious men—itisin direct
opposition to the constitution of man’s
nature and of society—it would under-
mine not only religion but social order.
Whatever leads to such consequences
cannot be of God. Thomas, therefore,
spoke unreasonably and sinfully when
he said,‘except Tshall see in hishandsthe
print of the nails, and put my finger into
the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will not believe.’

II. Let ua now proceed to point out
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the reasons of that blessedness which
the Saviour has pronounced upon them
who havenot scen,and yet have believed.

Even the faithless disciple was
blessed when, invited to put his finger
into the print of the nails, and thrust
his hand into the side of Jesus, he was
constrained to cry out under an over-
whelming conviction, ¢ my Lord and
my God.” It was a tardy conviction
truely, but it was complete. It was
impossible to resist the evidence of his
own senses as to the- fact ¢ that the
Lord was risen indeed.” We cannot
however praise any one for believing
on these resistless grounds, It may
be, and often is, unconnected with any
ingenuousness of temper—withany can-
did investigation—with any love to the
truths thus forced upon the mind.
Such a conviction, and faith, might be
wrought upon the grossest, the most
ignorant, and most unreasonable. Itis
a blessing surely to be convinced of
truth in any way; but the conviction
that flows in through the scnses pos-
sesses not in itgelf one trait of superior
excellence, intelligence, and refinement.
We have, therefore, nothing to praise
in the character of Thomas, thus con-
strained to make the confession refer-
red to. But, as we shall now explain,
we would rather adopt the language of
Jesus—~blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet bave believed. For—

1. Belief founded on valid testimony
possesses a higher moral excellence than
belief founded on the present evidence
of sense, inasmuch as the cenfidence
is honorable to the veracity of the wit-
ness. It isa poor compliment to the
veracity of a man to say to him, Ishall
believe your statement when I see it.
Would not this be tantamount to an
impeachment of his credibility? Would
not most men of honor regard it as an
insult? On the contrary would it not
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be gratifying to a witness to perceive
that the person to whotn he has address-
ed himself has & perfect confidence in
the truth of his statement—that he has
not the slightest suspicion of deceit or
cven mistake~-that lie would be as rea-
dy to peril all his well-being upon what
is declared as if he had seen it with his
owncyes. No one will dispute, that
this would be paying the highest defer-
ence and honor to the character of the
witness. Now, my hearers, this is the
case with all those who embraced the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, on the
testimony of its promulgators, The
fact of our Lord's resurrection was as
complately authenticated to Thomas by
those credible witnesses who declared
they had seenhim, as by that disciple's
own manual examination of the body
of Jesus; nor was their evidence the
less true because he disbelieved them.
His unhelief indeed dishonoured their
testimony,but did not invalidate it; and
it would have redounded more to the
honor of hiz name in after ages had he
yiclded his assent to the testimony of
these faithful witnesses, instead of
avowing the absurd principle, except I
shall see, touch, handle, I will not be-
lieve. In like manner it may be affirm.
ed that those who now reccive the tes-
timony that God has given concerning
his Son—through the prophets and
apostles—do more honor to the Divine
veracity than if they had seen with
their own eyes what these witnesses
declared. By reposing confidence in
the messenger who brings with him an
indubitable commission from his Divine
Master, we dv the highest honor to
both; and by reposing confidence in the
accumulated testimony of the church to
theDivine avtherity of the gospel record,
we pay our highest tribute of respect to
the witnesses for the truth, and to its
Eternalauthor whose servants they were,

[

. alt

2, Again to believe where we have
not seen, presupposes voluntary exami-
nation, a more careful study and love of
the truth, and therefore implics a higher
excellence on the part of the believer.
To exclaim my Lord and my God in the
circumstances of Thomas needed littie
examination and no study,and no love;
the proof stood up palpable to every
sense, and the Divine teacher himself
was there to cnforce it irresistably.
But it is far different with those who
have not seen, and yet believe. If they
would attain to an enlightened belief of
the facts in the gospel history, they
must study that history, examine into
its authenticity, inquire into the manner
in which it has reached us; they wust
examine into the character of the ori-
gina! authors,and bring every thing con-
nected with their life and doctrine to
bear on this question-—¢ were the apos-
tles indeed the accredited messengers
of heaven?’ This requires much dili-
gence, candor, faithfulness and honesty ;
and when we consider how averse the
multitude are to such enquiries, how
apt they are to be engrossed with the
business and pursuits of a present life,
and how remote (as they commonly
reckor) such subjects are to the press-
ing wants and interests of man—we
should be led to acknowledgeit a strik-
ing proof of their love for the truth—
if they bestow on them any considera-
ble share of their attention. It is not
wonderful that a man should believe an
important fact that starts up in palpa-
ble evidence before his eyes; but that
he should trace out an important fact
that is remote, spiritual, unseen—that
he should overcome the native indo-
lence of man,and the thousand prejudices
with which we are surrounded, and ear-
nestly explore and firmly embrace the
truth amidst numerous conflicting opin-
iong—manifestly implies such a love to
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truth itself, as is elosely allied to the
purest virtues, Blessed are they that
have not scen, and yet have believed.
9. Again, to believe on Christ (with-
out having seen him) on the credible
testimony of others indicates a becom-
ing candor and humility. For in this
state of imperfection, where the evi-
dence of scnse must necessarily be so
limited, and where strict demonstration
can seldom be attained, it becomes us
to yicld our assent on that kind of proof
which the nature of the thing admits,
and which is adapted to ourattainments.
The youth readily believes his parent,
and we approve his filial confidence.
The pupil, unable as yet to comprehend
scientific reasoning, assents to the dic-
ta of his master, and we praise his do-
cility: and why should we not praise a
similar disposition when brought into
religiousinvestigations? If Godspeaks
to us on his simple authority,does it not
become us reverently to listen? If he
command us by his accredited messen-
gers, does it not become us humbly to
obey? If they exhibit to us proofs that
they came from God, as satisfactory as
we commonly act upon in the ordinary
concerns of life, what excuse can we
have if we discredit them? If some
things should be revealed and taught
by them which seem to us perplexing
and’ mysterious, ought not the convic-
tion that we are but of yesterday and
know nothing, to silence every doubt
in the presence of inspired teachérs?
All sacred history declares that when-
ever God has spoken to man, he speaks
with the voice of sovereign authority;
and'when he speaks through prophets
and’ apostles they are commonly com-
missioned, not to reason but to delivera
simple testimony, which on the author-
ity of their office, the addressed are
obliged to receive. Had revelation
been given otherwise, ir long and intri-
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cate reasonings, it would have been less
adapted ta the multitude—to the poor,
the weak, the ignorant; and a rigid de-
monstration of its higher mysteries,
might even have surpassed the reach of
the strongest intellects It has pleased
God, therefore, for this, and other wise
reasons,tospesk to all menas a father to
his children; to require their confidence
in what he declares, and simply because
he declaresit, But thisis not at all
gratifying tothe pride of man., It lev-
els the little distinctions founded on in-
dividual attainment. It calls into play
the qualities of the heart as much ag
those of the understanding. Hence it
is so often declared that we must re-
ceive the kingdom of heaven as little
children—intimating that- theit confid-
ing and docile disposition is essentially
becessary to the reception of the testi-
mony of God; and the possession of it,
constitutes one of the reasons, why
Christ. pronounced them ¢ blessed who
have not seen, and yet have believed.”

4. Another reason for this benedie-
tion is, that to receive the gospel of
Christ, on the evidence of testimony,
evinces a holy disposition, There ate
many things in the gospel that can-
not be cordially embraced by an un.
godly man. For the natural man re-
ceiveth not the thinge of the Spisic
of Gods; for they are foolishness un-
them, to him: neither can he know
because they are spiritually discerned.
The views therein presented of the
character of God, of the laws of God,
of the dreadful nature and. consequen-
ces of sin, of the method of & sinner’s
reconciliation with God—of the doc-
trines of self-denial, of crucifixion to
the world, of heavenly mindedness,
of the necessity of universal holinesg—
these are truths which cannot be receiv-
ed except by a prepared mind, The
scripture definition of faith which sur-
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passes all other in point and beauty, is
“receiving the truth with the love of it.”
Now the love of such truths as those
we have adverted to, cvidently indicates
a state of mind on which Divine grace
hath already wrought a holy change;
for, to love things not neturally loveable
by a corrupted being, to yield a cordial
assent to truths that are condemnatory
of one-self; are qualities of a soul only in
which a good work is begun—~—in which
the germs of many excellencies have al-
ready appeared. If, therefore, the be-
hever, in respect to the grounds of his
belief has already overcome in his re-
ception of the gospel some very for-
midable hindrances,and manifested some
very peculiar excellencies, we discover
another reason for the saying— bless-
cd are they that have not scen, and yet
have believed.”

5. I shall advert only to one other
reason of our Lord's benediction—that
from the nature of the evidence on
which the gospel,in these latter ages, is
received, it becomes more closely inter-
woven with all the believers thoughts
and feelings—and its moral influence
must consequently de the greater. Had
it been possible to awaken in the soul a
belief in Christ from onec or more sights
of his real person~—vouchsafed to every
individual believer, we may safely af-
firm that this belief would have been
transient and inoperative, had no oth-
er means been employed to decpen and
preserve the impression. We may easily
understand, for example, from what we
know of the nature of man, how even
Thomas, who was permitted with his
own hands to touch the risen body of
his Master, might within a very few
weeks have regarded him with that dim
recollection which we have of the de-
parted, and which in process of time
fades away as the faint remembranccofa

dream. It isnot the most vivid impres-
N~
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sion upon the sense, which mnkes the
deepest impressionuponthemind. But
on the contrary-~where sense is most
engaged,the mind is generally the most
inattentive. It is when we reach truth
by some laborious and difficult examina.
tion; whenitis linked with a numerous
train of connected ideas; when it has
long engaged our most scricus and de-
vout attention; when it is associated
with sentiments of admiration, gratitude
and Jove; when it is preserved by an
cconomy of means, such as the institu-
tions of the gospel, which are fitted to
exhibit it in numerous interesting zs-
pects, and to kindle the correspouding
sentiments—then, through the influence
of Divine grace, it becomes the weans
of effecting that spiritual regeneration
which is the end of Christ’s mediation.
Such a system of spiritual cfficiency—
in which sensible impressions have no
part—is adapted to our spiritual and
moral nature; it affords scope for the
habitual exercisc of the highest virtues,
at the same time that it produces them;
and whether we view the gospel ab-
stractedly in its nature, or practically
inits effects, we may discover the most
valid reasons for our Lord’s benediction
—¢ blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet bave believed.”

What has been advanced, my hear-
ers, is sufliciently obviousin its applica-
tion, For there have been times, per-
haps, when you were inchined to adopt
the language of the unbelieving disciple,
uttered it may be however n the mild-
er form of a wish—Oh that I had been
permitted to be a companion of Jesus,
the pupl of ls doctrine, and the
witness of his resurrection—that my
faith founded on the evidence of sense
might have possessed a greater, more
constant, more controling influence over
me. In addition to what bas been said
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to expose tho vanity of such a wish, let
me remind you, that there were many
who saw Christ and witnessed his mira-
cles who did not believe on him; that
there were multitudes who admired his
doctrines who did not obey them; and
many who exclaimed with the Roman
Centurion who guarded his cross—
ssgurely this was the Son of God"”—who
never inquired farther into the purposes
for which he lived and died. The crowds
of Jerusalem often saw the heaven-de-
scended and beneficient stranger—and
onnot a few ¢f their diseased he made
the blessiags of health again to flow—
yet misled by their own blind and world-
ly prejudices, they received himinot,but
Joined in the ery-——crucify, crucify him
—and persisting in impenitence and un-
belief, were overwhelmed in the calam-
ities which He predicted would overtake
their devoted country. And think you
that the case would be materially chang-
ed were the Son of God now to visityin
the same lowly form,even that portion of
the world professedly Christian? Would
those who cherish pride in opposition
to his precept, be more in love with hu-
mility when they saw it, in his example?
Would the children of the world in the
present generation receive his threaten-
ings and rebukes in a better temper
than those of old? Would the young,
the gay, the busy, leave the scenes that
habitually charm and detain them, and
go forth to the mountain, the sea-shore,
or the temple, to listen to His divine
wisdom? The voice of all experience
says,Nu—for human nature is now just
whatit wasthen. There aremultitudes
doubtless who would follow His foot-
steps. The poor in spirit—the broken
in heart—the souls in which the better
aspirations of a new nature were kindled
—the loftier minds that felt enfeebled
reason necded a Divine guide—the wea-
ry and heavy laden that sought a rest
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which the world cannot gwe—these
might go forth to meet him. Buteven
though Christ were once more person-
ally to sojourn on earth, these could not
always personally follow himn. The
duties of their station would require
them at home. The duties of his office
would require him to go about doing
good—seeking to save the lost. So
that even on this supposition, his con-
tinued personal ministry to each of them
would be impossible? But let us sup-
pose that the great physician were to
say to those who crowded to him for
the benefits ho had to impart— read
mybook—obey it-~and all willbe well 2’—
Then might those who seek him dis-
pense with his personal ministry, and
yet obtain all the blessings of his re-
demption. It is thus that Christ has
delivered His gospel to the world. His
personal ministry ended with hisascen-
sion. But he commissioned faithful
witnesses to preach repentance and the
remission of sins in His name. The
writings which heve been delivered to
the church through them have been pre-
served forits guidance. The testimony
which they bore,is inour hands. It be-
longs to us to examine, compare, and
iawardly digest, the words of cternal
life. If we do this with minds free
from sinful prejudices—with an earnest
desire of knowing the truth—with an
bumble submission to it as it grad-
ually breaks in upon the understanding
and the heart—we shall speedily attain
as complete a conviction that the Bible
is the word of God,as that the universe
is the work of God; we shall discern the
wisdom and power and goodness of God
as manifest in the one as in the other;
our judgment will be so much at rest in
its convictions that we shall neither need
nor desire any proof palpable to sense;
we shall receive with meekness the en-
grafted word which is able to save our
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souls; its sanctifying effects will add
the evidence of experience to the evi-
dence of testimony—and every believer
shall feel within himself his Master's
benediction—¢¢ blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed.”

May God of hisinfinite mercy,enlight-
cn, and save us, through Jesus Christ,
Amen,

..MERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY,

The American Education Society has
tow been in operation morc than twenty
years, and by the blessing of God has
risen from small beginnings to its present
extended movements.

. The receipts of the society from year to
year, as appears by the annual rcports,
are as follows, viz. 1816, $5,714; 1817,
$#6,436 ; 1818, 5,971; 1819, $19,330;
1820, #15,148; 1821, $13,108; 1822,
$15,940 5 1823, $11,545; 1824, $9,454 ;
1826, $16,596 ; 1827, $33,094; 1828,
$31,591 ; 1829, $30,034; 1830, $30,-
7105 1831, $40,150; 1832, $42,030;
1833, #17,836, 1831, $57, 818 1835,
$83,062 ; 1836, £63,227; makmg #579,-
144, It appears by the Above statement,
that a greater sum of money has been
received during the last five years, than
during the fiftcen preceding years,

P3z results of the society have been as
follows i~1It has assisted, since its forma-
tion, 2,495 young men of different evan-
gelical denominations, from every state in
the Union. The number aided in each
suceeeding year, from 1816 to 1836, is as
follows :—7,138, 140, 161, 172, 205, 195,
216, 198, 225, 156, 300, 404 521, 604,
673, 807, 912, 1,010, and 1,040. of
those who reccived aid from the funds of
the socicty during the last year, 223 were
connected with scventeen theological se-
minaries, 507 with thirty-five colleges,
310 with I07 academical and public
scitools ; making in all, 1,040 youngmen
connected with 159 institutions,  About
cight hundred individuals who have re-
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ceived its patronage, have already enter-
ed the christian ministry, about fifty of
whom have gone foith ns missionaries to
heathen lands.

The wholo amount wl.ich has been re-
funded by former beneficiaries, is as fol-
lows :=—during the cleven ycars preceding
April 30, 1826, 3339 60; in 1827, 390
00; 1828, #861 22; 1829, 2830 91 ;
1830, $1007 81; 1831, S‘J,Gﬂ 63 ;
1832, 31,312 77, 1833, 2,113 27 1831
§1, 917 78; 1835, $2,957 11; 1836,
:‘34,332 53; making 518,113 69.

The sum of carnings by the benefici-
aries for labour and school-keeping, re-
ported from year to year, for the last ten
years, is as follows, viz.—1827, $4,000 ;
1828, 5,149 ; 1829, 88,728 ; 1830, 11,
010; 1831, $11,460 ; 1832, 15,568 ;
1833, $20,611; 1834, $£26,268; 1835,
$29,829 ; 1836, §33,502. The whole a~
mount is $166,125.

The sums allowed to beneficiarics are
loans ; during the past year the rules of
the society have been so altered, that the
notes given by the beneficiary are made
payable after five ycars from the com-
pletion of his preparatory studies for the
ministry, with interest from that time,and
a discount at the rate of twelve per cent
per annum, if paid within the five years.

During the present year this char-
itable society has had under its care
1125 young men in different stages
of preparation for the ministry. Of
these 500 are under the patronage of
the Presbyterian Board. Inconsequence
of the commercial distress the contribu-
tionsto the fundsof the society have fall-
enso far short that seriousapprehensions
have been expressed by the Executive
Comumittee,lest they should have to dis-
miss some of their beneficiaries, and
thus cut off that prospect of a supply of
ministers which the domestic and for-
eignoperationsof the church so urgent-
lydemand. We trust that their earnest
appeal to the community will be duly
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regponded to, and tiut their very impor-
tant oporations will not sustain any ma-
terial or long continued check.

This peculiar state of things in the
American church, however, cannot but
strike cvery ome as very remarkable,
contrasted with what may be observed,
for example, in Scotland, There the
supply of candidates for the church is
redundant, ‘This is a great benefit; for
out of the numnber, it is probable the
best qualified will be selected—-and
thus congregetions will be supplied
with more cfficient pastors; while many
of those who are not called to pastoral
charges, will find useful employment,
and o respectable livelihood in the par-
ochial schools, and trom their superior
education, they will assistin raising the
standard of education throughout the
couutry. ‘This supply is drawn, n gen-
eral, not from the families of highest
rank in the country, but certainly from
the more respectable, who are able with
an effort to educate at least one of their
sons for the church. There are noclee-
mosynary students in Scotland, if we
except a few bursars connected with
some of theUmversities. Now it may
be inquired what causes render the sup-
ply more than adequate to the demand?
These will be found, in the lughly res-
pectable status of the parochial clergy
—in the sure and compctent stipends
connected with their curcs—~and in the
prospect of a life of quict uscfulness—
a motive not the least influential over
pious minds. Hence it prevails as an
object of honorable desire in many of
the worthiest familics to cducate one
of their sons for the secrvice of the
church.

But how stands the matter m the
United States? It appears that candi-
dates for the sacred ministry are with
the greatest difficulty procured—-that it
but rarcly happens that the wealthier

WMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY.

classes within the church think of edu
cating their sons for its services—that
the supply falls lamentably short of’ the
demand—and that too with all the forc-
ing of the vast elecmosynary system
which every denomination has been
compelled to adopt. The causes of
thigare not to be found in any defectin
the religious character of the people.
For the #merican church contains, we
believe,within its communiona vast num-
ber who not only do not falibehind their
brethren in other parts of the world in
every good work, but surpass them in
zeal, liberality and devotedness. The
fault is to be found in the constitution
of their religious socicty. It ig broken
up into innumerable contending frac-
tions. In almost every village thereare
threc or four meeting houses, and as
many or more sects—noue of which are
able competently to maintain a stated
pastor; and what with internal feuds
and the action and re-action of one sect
upon another, they are as unstable and
fluctuating as a hillock of sand in the
desert. The writer is informed that the
salaries of village and country ministers
in the stateof New York, rarely exceed
#8600, and fluctuate between this sum
and $400——whiic not a few fall short pv-
enof this sum. No one—unless game
avaracious and illibera} soul-—will deny
the utter inadequacy of such an income
for the wants of one exposed to nume-
rous incidental demands which do not
fall on others in the same station of life.
But when to the inadeguacy of the in-
come—you add its insecurity from the
very frequent dissolution of the pastor-
al relation—it is casy to perceive that
the ranks of the ministry are not likely
to be spontancously filled by persons
who have sustained the expenscof their
own education,

To provide for this exigency Educa-
tion Societics have been instituted—
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and as it 18 very evident that without
them the pulpits of theland would soon
be empty, they are eupported with
amazing hiberality. But when we look
narrowly into the system we can dis-
cover nothing in it to admirc. Many
of the bencficiarics, we are assured, are
admitted at what mustbe considered too
late & period of life for commencing
classical and liberal studies; and the
consequence Js, if they should perse-
vere in the new course, which is not
always the case, that after a few years
they are sent out upon the church with
very superficial ncquirements—to en-
counter all the evils which arise from its
distracted stato—the uncertainty of find-
ing a strong congregation able to sup-
port them, and the still greater uncer-
tainty of holding it, if’ they should find
it. Then after they are engaged as
% stated supplies,” or “installed as pag-
tors,” they are bound, in many cases, to
repay the benefactions which they re-
ceived while pursuing their studies, and
this too must be deducted from an in-
come in most instances confessedly in-
adequate for their present support. The
result of all this—as we have heard one
who had been o beneficiary pathetically
deplore—is long continued, distracting
penury.andembarrassment. Isthere not
great danger that ministers in these cir-
cumstances—even though they obtaina
zoodsessiontoact s a balunce wheel—
should fallinto a too supple and ringing
temper—into relaxation of discipline--
and into 2 suppression of many import-
unt truths,because they may happentobe
disagreeable, Weare quite aware that
such a firmness of princigle, and such
a fear of God may be attained as shall
eﬁ'ectuallycounteractthesetemptations;
but considering what man is, even in
his best estate, is it not our duty to
remove, as far as possible, every stum.
bling-block out of the way, that he may
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not be tried beyond what he is able to
bear.

These facts should teach our Cana-
dinn church a lesson. It will be admit-
ted that our community must be sup-
plied with ministers. Our numerous
wants together with the experience of
the last two or three years, ought to
convince usthat we must not hope that
the parent church will continue to sup-
ply them. Of the ministers of the
Presbyterian church in Canada, a con-
siderable number have been sent out at
the charge of societics in Scotland, and
several continue to derive a portion of
their support from that country. But
in this province provision has been made
by our gracious Sovereign and the Im-
perial Legislature for the support of re-
ligion—aund it should be made to bear
the burden without drawing upon the
charity of the liberal minded at home.
Yet strange to say, with all these facts
staring them in the fuce, not a few
around us would sweep away the provi-
sion made by law for the support of re-
ligion, and leave it to shift for itself—
that is~-according to all human calcu-
lationseto perish. We cannot induce
ministers to come to us from the parent
state from the inadequacy and insecuri~
ty of the temporal support that we can
gwve them; and so soon as weare able to
cstablish & Theological Coliege the
same cause will prevent native students
from entering it; and yet, as if’ the eval
were not sufficiently aggravated, the
rude, uninformed, and irreligious multi-
tude, would destroy those legal endow=<
ments on which our hopes of ameliora-
tion rest; while they themselves will
give no help, “no, not with one of their
fingers.” Such persons commonly ap-
peal to the United States for an exam-
ple. We consent tb the appcal—and
what do.we learn? ‘That the churche
we mean principally the Presbyterian-
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unendowed, cannot find ministers—~that
to remedy this evil she has allured into
lercolleges 1125 young men at acharge
to lierselt’ of about £20 a-ycar cach——that
it is very uncertain whether one third
of the number thus supported by her
bounty will make cfficient ministers and
render her any return—that even with
this amazing effort numerous congrega-
tions caunot procure pastors—that the
pressure of the times is endangering
this source of supply—that the labo-
rious excrtions by which it has been
sustained during the few years of its
existence, and the disputes and schisms
now prevailing n its boards of manage-
ment may justly awaken the fear that
this desert fountain may soon fail and
disappear—and that after a protracted
and aggravating destitution, some new
device must be fallen upon—by and by
to share the same fate. Suchis the
result of our appeal, The laity of our
Canadian churches, who know by expe-
rience the difficulties of meeting the
cxpenses incident to the maintenance
of sacred ordinances, bave already prof-
ited by it. But the multitude who be-
long to no church, and care for no reli-
gion, arc yet uninstructed, and still ery
out against the church, as the Jews did
of its Liord—* crucify her, crucify her.”

Why should we not rather appeal to
our native country for an cxample to
guide us on the question—what aCuiris-
TiaN state owes to religion—both on the
ground of policy and duty? Itssanc-
tuaries are moderately endowed. Its
religious instructors are raised up from
the bosom of the worthiest familics at
their own charge. There is nothing in
the legal provision there made for reli-
gion to foster pride in its ministers,
but enough to secure to them thatinde-
pendence which is so necessary to the
honest and bold discharge of their duty
in the admonishing of offenders of every
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degree. The parochial system—and
next to it endowments granted on just
and Christian privciples—have a ten-
dency to prevent those divisions in the
Christian community from which so
wuch strife is engendered.  And thus,
besides its superior moral efliciency,
viewed as 2 question of merc political
economy, it will be found, that the rev-
chues of the stateare best administered
the more she expends in the education
and religious instruction of her peo-
ple.

It gives us most sincere pleasure to
observe that even those persous in this
province who would stripreligion of her
endowinents, profess a wish that they
should be devoted to the purposes of
gencral education.  This affords an ev-
idencethat their physical toils and wants
have not quenched within them the con-
viction that the mind is worthy of their
care. But they ought to remember
that the world affords no instance of an
educated people, who,were not indebted
for thateducation toa previous religious
influence. The true church of Christ
will always prove the best, and we may
venture to say the only successful, pro-
moter of education among the people.
The school will thrive only when erect-
cd within the shade of the temple—~and
the infidel politician who attemfts to
build the former on the ruins of the lat-
ter, and yet raves about.the light of
science, and the march of intellect, is
not less blind and bewildered in judg-
ment than the poor toper lighting his
wick at a moonbeam.

But passing away from the present
adzantages of truc religion diffuscd
among the people, 2s a reason for its
being maintained at the public charge,
« why should it be imagined, that an
object of such pre-cminent importance
as the futurc happiness of the people
should mect with no attention from a
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civil ruler? That he should arrogate to
himsclf any supremacy over the church,
or control her courts in the discharge
of their peculiar duties, or propagate
her doctrines by compulsory measures,
I am very far from wishing. But what
should hinder him from providing the
requisite means of supporting in an
adequate style, efficient ministers, of
sending approved Inissionarics into all
the neglected districts wheremultitudes
are perishing in ignorance, and of in-
stituting, if necessary, theological sem-
inaries, in which an annual succession
of well-qualified preachers may be
trained for the most useful of all func-
tions. Surely, while he commissions
judges for the regular administration of
justice in all the provinces of lis king-
dom,—while he despatches consuls to
forcign ports, to watch over the transi-
tory interests of their commerce,—and
while he supports, at an enormous ex-
pense, thousands of mercenary soldiers
for the protection of their civil privi-
leges, wounld it be a crime to support,
in actual operation, the meansrequisite
to bring within their recach the higher
blessings of salvation, and the nobler
immunitics of heaven? To my mind
there cannot be 2 finer image conceived
of a country, than one spacious nursery
in which men spend the infancy of their
spiritual existence in duties preparatory
to an evcrlasting manhood in the heav-
ns, or one vast temple, in which they
offer the acts of spiritual homage, pre-
paratory to 2 higher service in the celes-
tial sanctuary.”
MACINOE.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY O’ THE CHURCI{
OF SCOTLAND--1338,

SYNOD OF ULSTER.

Dr. Dewar, as convener of the com-
mittee appointed to confer with the de-
putation from the Synod of Ulster, gave
in the following report :—

« The comniittee report, that after se-
veral conferences with the deputation of
the Synod of Ulster, and from official do-
cuments submitted, it appears, that a large
proportion of the Synod have actually
subscribed the Westminster Confession of
Faith ; and that at a mecting of the Sy-
nod on the 12th of August 1835, which
veas, inler alia, adjourncd for the special
purpose of considering the  subject, an
overture requiring unqualified subscription
to the Westminster Confession of Faith
was approved of, and a formula enjoined
inthe following tenus:— I believe the
Westminster Confessiou of Faith to be
founded on and agreeable to the Word of
God, and as such I subscribe it as the con-
fession of my faith.

* The committee report as their opinion
to the General Assembly, thatthe ministers
of the Synod of Ulster may hold ministe-
rial communion with the Church of Scot-
land, on their producing an extract minutc
of their ordination, bearing in gramio, that
they have given an unqualified subserip-
tion to the Westminster Confession
Signed in name and by appointment of the
comanittee,

D. DEWAR, Concr.”

Dr. Lec cxpressed a hope, that the ve-
spectable deputation would cxcuse him for
the difficulty hic had thrown in the way of
the recognition of the Synod of Ulster;
a difficulty which might be regarded asan
over-scrupulons mode of conducting the
business of that House ; but he rejoiced
tosay the result of the inquiry had been
far more satisfactory to him than he could
previously have anticipated, and he cordi-
ally concusted in the recommendation of
the report.

The report having been  unanimously
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approved of, The Moderator addressed
the deputation, wiich consisted of Dr.
fanna, Dr. Coolke, and Messrs. Brown
and Carmichacl,  He did not know that
he had ever been called on to discharge a
duiy more i accordance  with his own
fectings than thar which now devolved up-
o him.  The union which had just taken
place, he behieved, would be  hailed as
watter of satisfaction and joy by thetwo
hundred and fity churches, and the peo-
pleof those churches of whom the Synod
of Ulster was composed. He might al-
so be pemmitted, from lis personal ac.
quaintance with the Synod of Ulster, to
state, that he did not think there was any
Synod of the protestant church which
possessed within its pale a more talented, a
more pious, or a more hard-working class
of ministers than the Synod of Ulster;
and he did hope, that, in the connexion
which had been that day cstablished, they
should have every successive year greater
causz to be proud of their union. FHe
begged, however, to express hisown views
on an important subject, which wus, that
untit the gospel be preached to the natives
of Ireland in the language which they un-
derstood, the progress of the true faith in
that country must be comparatively slow.
But when that day arrived, Ircland would
risc as the green isle of the occan, “and
provehersclf the first geny of the sea.
Dr. Cooke of Belfast having been call-
ol on by the Moderator, procecded to say
—Instead of returning thanks to this ven-
erable Assembly for the vote they have so
unanimously and so cordially passed, and
instead of rcturning thanks to yoursclf
personally  for the paternal address on
which the vote has been communicated, I
fect bownd to address our thanks to *the
God of our fathers,” wio has spared us,and
Lonoured us to behiold this ¢ high day,’
when my brethren  and I stand at your
$ar, and arc publicly and officially rccog-
niscd—truc sons of the Church of Scot-
land. I must, however, express some re-
gret that my Rev father, Dr Hanna, has,
through partial indispoesition declined this
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honourable duty, and devoived it upon me
One who has done so much public ser-
vice, by his valuable labours as their the-
ological professor, would have offcred be-
fore you, forthe Synod of Ulster, amuch
more worthy and appropriate representa-
tive.  And, though another tellow-deputy,
Mr. Brown, has likewise declined the of-
fiee, it is not because heis surpassed by
any in the services he hasrendered to Pres-
byterianism in Ircland. To him the Sy-
nod of Ulster stands largely indebted for
the irresistible arguments by which they
have been restored to their original condi-
tion, and induced to receive the Westmin-
ster Confession as fully as it has been re-
ccived by the parent Church of Scotland
and to him, more than 10 any other, has it
been owing, that our Synod has ceased to
be stationary, and has sprouted on every
side into new and  vigorous shoots, until
our congregations and ministers are in-
creasing at an annual average of fez. But
while those who are resident in the centre
and stronghold of Ivish Presbyterianism,
are fitted 10 represent our church in her
full-grown and palmy state—my other fol-
low-deputy, Mr. Carmichacl, may well re-
present her in her infant and destitute con-
dition. Heis a licentiate of your own—
imbued withthe learning  of your univer-
sities, within reach of the honour and enro-
huments of your churciv—yet, in the truest
and best spirit of a missionary, he las
left his native land to dedicate his talents
and his cnergies to the cause of the gospel
in Ircland.  He has been located in one
of our frontier settlements,—that is, where
the outskirts of Presbyterian Ulster ap-
proach the dense masses of popery in
Connauglt.  His congregation inhabit a
wmountainous district, where a presbyterian
church has not yct been erceted—and, in
other times, would never have been con-
templated.  They were originally a Scot-
tish colony from Ayrshire, and constituted
an appendage to one of our congrega-
tions ; but their distant and scattered con-
dition rendered it imposstble for the most

zealons md laborions mmister sufficiently
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w attend to their spiritual wants.  Their
temporal condition had through various
causes, been long ncglected, so that they
had, with a few exceptions, sunk into decp
poverty, and conscquent ignorance.  Yet
m this place my friend hus been contented,
if men will so call it, to bury his talents;
no, to this ¢ forsaken lodge in a walderuess’
he has dedicated his talents = in this place
of comparative darkness and poverty he
has commenced an imitation of the Scot
tish parocial schwol systemy, and will in
time become, through the medium of edu-
cation, as well the temporal as the spiritual
benefactor of his people.  While obeying
my fellow-deputies in conveying their
thanks, and the thanks of the Synod of
Ulster, to this vencrable Assembly, may 1
be permitted to trespass for a short time in
glancing at the history of Presbyterianism
in Ireland.  The Presbyterian scttlement
commenced in Ireland about 1611; and
from that time till 1642, continued, by »
pecubiar  ceclesiastical comprehension, to
constitute a partof the Established Church
of Ircland. We learn from the authentic
documents contained in the *Life of
Livingston,” that the Scottish Presbyte-
rian 1ninisters who emigrated to Ircland,
acknowledged the Irish Prelates as Pies-
byters, joincd with them in that character,
m the Actof Ordination, being permitted
to model the forms of the service-book, ac-
cording to their own views of discipline
and church government. In this state of
mutual forbearance and charity, the two
branches of Protestantism continued till a
few years previous to 1641, At this time
our Presbyterian fathers were, through
cv1l counsels, expelled from their churches
and cxiled from their people; but Presby-
terian order and worship continned unin-
terrupted, through the zealous labour of the
Regimental Chaplains who accompanicd
Murre. By these the first Presbytery in
Ircland was constituted at Carrickfergus,
inJune 1642; and from this ljule sced
sprung up the General Synod of Ulster—
now embracing in its jurisdiction twenty-
four Presbyterics—and extending  its mi-
Oo
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nisters and congregutions into every pro-
vince of the kingdom. But as the minis-
try of the Regimental Chaplains was ne-
cessarily confined to the neighbourhood of
the garrisons, the destitute condition of the
country parishes was, in 1642-3, brought
before the Venerable Assembly of the
Mother Church, and a mission of six mi-
nisters, including Livingston, Bhaillie,
Blair, &c. was deputed to Ireland, by
whose indefatigable labours in  daily
preaching, aud frequent admiinistration of
ordinances, the lamp of the gospel was
kept burning in those dark and troublous
times. It is perhaps not unworthy of
remark, that, in the earncst petitions ad-
dressed to the Scottish Assembly, our
Irish forefathers expressed an humble hope
that  the day might come when a Gen-
crul Assembly in Ireland might return the
first fruit of thanks” for the seed and the
plants they then begzed from theirmother's
garden. This day, their hope—I had al-
most said, their prophecy—stands realized;
and the mission your fathers commenced
by the loan(us the petition expressed it) of
six, now returns you ¢ the first fruit of
thanks” from a General Assembly of 250
ministers, with large and flourishing con-
gregations. Through the period of our
history, like most other Churches, we have
been assailed by ¢ divers doctrines ; but
from the first, our fathers have continued to
recognise cither the Scots or Westminster
Confession, as the exhibition oftheir faith.
Qur records anteriour to the Revolution are
Jost; but in a protest by onc of our mi-
nister, he testifies that he subscribed the
Westminster Confession in 1680, and that
such he had always heard to have been the
law and practice from the orizinal organ-
ization of our Syned.  In 168, 1707, and
upon various other occasions, our Synod
continued its adherence to the same Con-
fession ; and now, as you have heard,
confirms that adberence by a constitution
which, I trust and believe, will remain im-
mutable through all the fortunes of our fu-
ture history. May I be permitted to add
afew words on the present state and ap-
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erations of our church? As to our num-
bers, they are variously estimated. I
have myself cnlenlated the Presbyterians
of Ireland at %00,000; others have esti-
mated them at a million.  One of my fel-
low-deputics, not negligent of statistics,
calculatesthe people of the Synod of Ul-
ster at 800,000. The late government
census, however, estimates the Presbyteri-
ans of the kingdom under 700,000; and
somewhat, if I rightly recollect about
663,000. Of the worth of this census I
shall furnish two recent specimens. Did
time permit, I could multiply them by do-
zens. The presbyterians of an entire
county were returned inthe public census
at fity, My brother deputy, Mr. Car-
michael, visited and preached in cne of its
mountainous districts ; searched after and
discovered the presbyterian population ;
found them far from a place of worship,
yet longing to possess one ; reporied their
destitution to the presbytery, who founded
a congregation, and ordained an active
young minister.  And, within a few
months from the time of his ordination,
where the government census gave fifty
presbyterians to the whole county, he
discovered and returned an authentic and
admitted roll of upwards of six hundred
within a single parish! 1well recollect
when Mr, Carmichael gave our Synod an
accountof his labours in his own parish.
He told us how the people increased when
he had time “to excavate” them. I
thought at the time 1 saw him with pick-
axc and spade assailing the overwhelming
lavas of Herculaneum or Pompeii, and cx-
tricating a presbyterian population from
beneaththe ruins: And soit was. Inthe
government census the presbyterians of
his parish were returned under 100 ; by
the process of excavation he raised above
600. By such processes of discovery, by
the necessary division of our larger par-
ishes, some of which even yet contain
above 100Q families—by the influx of
population into our towns, the Synod of
Ulster is encouruged—nay, compelled to
increase and multiply. And it may, per-
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haps, be gratifying to this Vencrable As-
sembly to learn, that the kindness of the
Government in granting  endowments
continues to keep pace with the necessities
of our people. The government know
that our Scotish forefathers were planted
in the wildest and most barren portion of
our land—where the malediction of O’Neill
was pronounced upon the man that would
cultivate a field or huild « house. The
govermnent know it was the most rude and
lawless of the provinces, where resistance
retircd as to her last fortress ; and the
government know that Scotish industry
has drained its impassable bogs, and cul-
tivated its barren wastes, has filled s
ports with shipping, substituted towns and
cities in its hovels and us claghens, and
given peace and good order to a land of
confusion and blood. The government
know, while nearly twenty regiments are
required for the three southren provinces,
the northern province of Ulster is gar-
risoned by three. And in these ¢ piping
timies of peace,” these enjoy their * otium
cum dignilate,” while their brethren in the
southmay cqual them “wn ndignitate,”
but enjoy a very moderate share of mili-
tary or philosophical “otium.” My
friend, Mr. Brown, when conversing ou
the claims of the Presbyterians of Ulster,
observed to a late Lord Licutenant, that
we formeda “ a cheap police.” His Ex-
cellency was struck by the pecuburity and
justice of the phrase ; and in giving our
depwtation an  assurance of good-will to
the presbyterian body (an assurance he
amply verified,) he observed on their with-
drawing, “ You may depend on it, Mr.
Brown, I'll remember the cheap police.”
On another occasion, through an over-
sight, our application for endowments was
not presented il the annual Parliamenta-
ry cstimates had been prepared ; and ac-
cording to ordinary Parliamentary rule, it
could not be granted that year. Whe

our application came.to be made, there was
consequently an accumulation of two years.
The Clicf Secretary observed to our
Moderator, “1 suppose you will reguire
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endowment for twelve.” The Moderator
replied, “ It would benearcr twenty-four.”
The answer was * The more the better,”
and the whole was endowed accordingly.
As the report of your committee has made
reference to the present state of our minis-
terial education, and as the subject has,
with much propriety, been  again touched
upon inthe Assembly, I may be expected
to furnish some public account of the mat-
ter.  Perhaps our Chureh is unequal—if
you will, too poor—to expcct a ministry
whose University attendance must extend,
as yours does, to a period of eight years.
At present, however, werc we disposed to
come up to your standard, the spiritual de-
mands of our people would not permit us.
We have of latereccived several students
and licentintes from sister churches, edu-
cated as our own; wechave received both
students and licentiates fromyou ; still our
demand outnuns our supply—so that to
extend our college course for two or three
years, would be to deprive our congrega-
tions of ministers for an equal period Our
college entrance examinations,conducted by
committees, require a thorough knowledge
of English and Classical literature ; our
Itterary and philosophical curriculum em-
braces three sessions—our theological stu-
dies t1co more. Al these are full sessions.
To these are added, not merely trials of
serraonizing in the Presbytery, but pre-
scribed readings and cxaminations, mak-
ing an attendance upon ministerial stu-
dies cqual to siz full sessions. From this
date our Hebrew studies will commence
with the first scssion, and continue through
the whole course ; and our last sessions in-
clude attendance upon a professor of Bibli-
eal criticism, under whom all our licenti-
ates must study the general principles of
Hermeneutics, butindetail the difficulties
of the Hebrew text and Septuagint, To
carry into effect our doctrinal reformation,
we have orgamzed one general committce
for theological examination ; before the
committee every student must appear. The
Westminster Confession, as our text-book,
islaid down wupon the table; the Bible,
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from which it i3 extracted, is laid down
beside it ; nor is there a single leading
chapter or article omitted in the examina.
tion. I secround me reverend brethren
who have been present at our examina-
tions ; and I think I may venture to ap.
peal totheir concurrence, when I say that
for the partic arity of our examinations,
and the scriptural attainments of our stu-
dents, we may stand in fair and full com-
parison with any other Protestant Church.
Ourpresent  labours for our country are
first directed to the overgrown masses of
our own congregations, and amongstthesc
we are multiplying churches and minis-
ters; our next object is the fronticr Pres-
byterians to whom I have already alluded;
and our third, the scattered emigrants from
Ulster and from Scotland, who are found
to a greater or lesser amount in almost
every town and rural district of the king-
dom. OQurlast object isour country gen-
crally—and especially those Roman Catho-
lics who speak exclusively or generally in
the native Irish tongue. For thisend we
have joined, not in rivalry, but in imita-
tion, of the Irish Socicty for propagating
thereading and knowledge of the Scrip-
tures. At our last report our Irish schools
amounted to forty—they are since increased
—and the announcement still is, “the
schools can be increased to any extent to
which you can furnish the means.”  May
I be pardoned if Idctail to the Assembly
a portion of gossip upon this subject, es-
pecially as it refers in the end to some
names hallowed in past remembrance, or
living affection 7 Not many months ago
a genuine Irish mountamecr introduced
himself to mc in my library, told me he
had travelled about forty English miles,
and asked me for the loan of a shilling. 1
was well aware that though an Irishman
mizht nced a silver shilling, he was not
gencrally deficient in brass—I  therefore
told him I'should like to know who he was
before I parted with my money. ¢ Oh!
am Inot one of yourown schoolmasters!”
wasthereply.  “ Well, have you any ict-
teror certificate e had never dreams
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cdof it. But hLe had half:a crown, his
wholc treasure, and with that he had tra-
velled forty miles to buy Dr. Chalmers’

Scripture Refercneces with the text in full.

He had the book in figures—but he lost so
muchtime in searching for the texts, that
he determined to have it not by refercnce,
but full quotation. But alas! the price
was threc shillings and sixpence, and he
came to borrow the shilling to make up the
deficiency. I had no mcans of testinghis
truth but by taking down an Irish Tcsta-
ment. He read, transla.tcd and explainced
fluently and intelligendy. I did not lend
him the shilling, but I furnished him witha
book. This, however, was not enough;
he wanted a book on baptism.  He was
often posed with the doctrine of baptismn
as removing original sin. He was tried
by other controversics on the subject, and
he wished for information. He wished
for another bool: on the Lord’s Supper. I
gave him a Catechism on Baptism, and
anotheron the Lord’s Supper, the work of
one who often shone as a star in this Vener-
able Assembly, but who now shines
brighter in the assembly of the saints of
glory. He poured out an Irishman’s
thanks warm from the heart ; he left home
a Roman Catholic, but returned to his
mountains and his teaching, I verily be-
licve, on the fair way to the knowledge
and profession of Protestant truth. For
advancing and perpetuating this part of
our work, the Synod has lately enacted,

« that all her students must study thelrish
language.” You have, Sir, yourself wit-

nessed our first fruits, and I am happy to

tell you the prospect of our harvest is still

improving. And I trust youmay yet be
spared to see the day when, on visiting the

Synod of Ulster, you may adopt the

tongue of your native hills in addressing
us, and not be necessitated to inquire at
any of us, an leabkran tu gealig 2 Such,

Modcrator, Fathers, and Brethren of ouwr
mother Church of Scotland, such arc a
few facts of the past history,present state,
and futurc objects ofyour daughter church
inIrclagd. 'We derive our origin from
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your bosom ; we have adopted fully your
doctrine, government, and worship. Wo
have partaken in other days of your weal
and woe. Our fathers have found with
you an asylum when the storm fell upon Irc.
land, & they have furnished anasylum when
the storm fell upon you. When the coni-
prchension by common faith was super-
seded by the act of uniformity, our fathers,
like the non-conformists 1n England, retir-
ed from the churches and cndowments, but
rctained their principles and good consci-
ences. They clung to Presbyterianism,
because they believed it to be scriptural,
and because they found it to possess with-
in itself allthe elements of Chureh power
which was wanting inother forms. They
did not think it incapableof sustaining in-
jury or of falling intoerror ; but they saw
it possessed within itself that vis medica~
triz nature by which, under the duavine
blessing, it was capable of working out its
own cure ; and we stand at your bar to-
day, a Church so restorcd, demonstrating
by experience the practical blessings of
Presbyterian organization.  In returning
our thanks to this Assembly, I dare not
confine myself to say they have conferred
a favour upon us; I should rather say
they have done a duly to themselves. ¢ 1
darc not give flattering titles to men, elsc
the Lord would take mec away.” The As-
sembly, as our parent, have done their du-
ty to-day, as they did to our fathers in
days gone by. But this Venerable As-
sembly owe still farther duties to Ireland.

The education going forward in Ircland—
it may bepartly of good will, and parly
of envy—puutly to enlighten the people,

and partly te securc thcm from being en-
lightened—that education, I mwust say, is
scarcely producing light, but sure Iam it
ispreparing forlight. The state of Ireland
may be compared to the approaching state
of your own city ‘When we look upon
it in the evening, its mid-day splcndours
arc gone. Your noble strects appear in
dim and duskyindistinctness, and the bat-
tlemeuts of yourcitadel scemnto restas a rude
and uninhabited mountain-mass agsius
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the background of the clouds.  But be-
neath your strects, and around yourpalaces,
within the saloous of your aristocracy,and
the empornums of your comiucree ; uy,
and around and within thc lancs, and, as
1t were, inhabited ravines, of your ancient
and honourable city, there circulates a fluid
pressed forward to every quarter by are-
sistless vis @ fergo.  That fluid is not
hight—Dbut itis the material, it is the food
of light; and, just as darkness is about to
commingle and swallow all things, at the
movement of a single stop, and the appli-
cation of atiny taper, your city flashes
into hght and splendour—night again
flies away, and day resumics its empire. It
isjust so with Ireland. “Our night is
dreary, and dark our way.” Butthela-
boratory of cducation, and cspecially the
education in the Trish tongue, is working
beneath the surface.  The retorts are
charged, the purification is advancing,
the pipes arclaid, the pressure is applied,
the fluid is circulated, though as yet it s
not light ; but just in the moment when
darkness thickens—we call on you for a
few lamplighters with tapers to touch the
gas. The Earse of your own High-
lands is so nearly akin to the Gcalig of
Ircland, that a few months would enable
many of your preachers to proclaim the
gospel to our countrymen. Find them
and send them, we will receive them and
aid them, and Ircland may yet resuiie ha
carly title, and become, uot in name, but in
reality, an “ island of Sains.”  The
Church of Scodand having ihaday ie-
sumed ber maternal care of Iidiand, we
look forward with hope to the day whea
she will sitas a venerated_matron amongst
her many children.  Onc of the late voy-
agers to the Nurth, remarks, that to what-
ever land his vessel saled, whatever bay
or inlet he explored, he everywhere found
a Scotchman; and he wittily adds—* If
we be fortunate enoughto reach the Pole, I
make httle doubt we shall find a Scotch-
man astride upon the axle.” It is Scot-
land’s lughest honour, that her parochial
schools and her leamced universitics, quali-
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fy her sons for every office of honourable
employment ; scnd them out sometimes as
adventurers in the Jottery of life; but
bring them home again to their native
hills the improvas of other lands, and the
benefactors oftheir own.,  And I trust the
day is coming, when, whereverthe Scots-
man is found, whether at the Pole or the
Equator, the Church of Scotland will be
found planted beside him. 1 trust wher-
ever a Scotsman is found, he will carry
the Church of Scotland in his heart, will
bear her up in his petitions at the T'lirone
of Grace, and pray fof her peace and
prosperity.  And I trust the day iscom-
ing, when, wherever Scotsmen are found,
theve the Church of Scotland will spread
her mantle over her sons, lay upon them
the bonds of her lhallowed discipline,
while she opens to them the bosom of a
mother’s affection, and extends to them the
hand of a mother’s care. I feel bound,
Sir, t0 apclogize to this venerable Assem-
Lly for the length of their time Ihave oc-
cupied or wasted.  May Ibe borne with
for a few closing words? Some of our
fathers, more observant than we of the
times and the signs of them, might per-
haps have drawn some encouraging amens
from the circumstance of finding in the
Chair a Scotsman with an Irish toogue
and an Irish heart. Isec on yourlfta
vencrated brother, who was, I believe, the
first to awake attention to the gospel might
that slumbered in the Irish tongue. Others
lave since laboured in the same cause;
and to yourself, under Providence, Ireland
will soon be indebted for agift that will
awake lier music and her poetry to the
strains of the gospel.  The Shamrocks
wreathed harp of my country has hither-
to respond 2d to the coronack of sorrowor
the record of Llood; by you it will be
entwined with the roses of Shaxon, and
your hand will awake its cords to the
strains of mercy and love, You have
visited our couutry, not to spy out tke na-
kedness of the land; but you have re.
turned with the best bunches of our Esk
col grapes, cncouraging others to come
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over und help us; and you transmit by
them the strain and the harp with which
David cxpelled the demon visitant of Saul,
as an antidote to the discords of our coun.
try, and ns the anticipated celebration of
our victory and peace. Again, I trust,
you will visit our land. 'We will rceeive
you into the heart of our humble hospitali-
ty, brotherly kindness and gratitude, and
the cued mile faithe romhad with which
Ireland will meet you, will flow as warm
from heart as from the spirits of your
Highland clansmen. A word, and I re-
litve you. In the name of my brethren,
who have deputed me to the office, in the
name of the Synod of Ulster, whom we
here represent, I return to you, and this
venerable Assembly, our deep felt thanks.
Afler years of separation, we are re-united;
and, though in different lands, and in dif-
ferent outward circumstances, we form, in
spirit and communion, one Presbytcrian
Church, I trust the Synod of Ulster will
never give you cause to regret this day's
kindness ; but will ever continue to walk
in”the good old ways,”a faithful fellow la-
bourer in the cause of truth and godliness.
And if itbe the will of a mysterious Pro-
vidence, that, in these days of rebuke and
aggression, your vencrable edifice should
be assailed by the storm; orif, in times
to came, some new and fiery trial should
await you, may the God who attracted
Moses to the vision of Horeb, and shew-
ed him the emblem of the universal Church
—the Bush in unscathed greenness sub-
sisting in the devouring flame—may He
still dwell with you—your protection and
your glory; and may the page of your
history, asit tells of your labours, your
victories, and your “ faithful contendings,”
ever continueto append to her imperisha-
ble records, themotto of your Church’s ef-
figies—% NEC TAMEN CONSUMEBATCUR.”

The renewal of communion with our
brethren of the Synod of Ulster, is one
of the few eventsin the proceedings of this
Assembly to which we look back with
sensible gratification. It is highly pleas-
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ing in itself, and is, we hope, the evidence
of a more catholic spirit towards other
Christinn churches who hold the faithin pu-
rity.  The Act 1798, which is now re-
scinded guoed the Synod of Ulster, is
perhaps the most scctarian and unchristian
act wlich the Church ever passed. It ac-
tually provides, that no mimster shall be
capable of preaching in any pulpit of the
Established Chureh, who is not qualified to
accept a charge in Scotland ; that is, who
has not gonc through the peculiar and pre-
seribed course of study in our own universi-
tics, necessary 10 obtain a licence in our
Church. Itis, in truth, an act of non-
intercourse with the whole Crristian world.
We arc far from maintaining that we
should hold communion with every church
that calls itsclf Christian, but we hold
that communion ought undoubtedly to sub-
sist between all rightly constituted church-
cs, who lold the truth as it is in Jesus.
Communion ought to be the rule among
Christians—non-communion the exception.
With us, however, non.communion has
been the rule, since the date of the act re-
ferred to, and till now, without even an
cxception.  'We have now, however, one
exception, and we hope the number will
be incrcased cre long. To mark the
peculiar closeness of our connexion with
the Synod of Ulster, we should have done
more than we have done; and we would
have wished, at all events, that this act
restoring communion, should have been
conveyed to the Synod of Ulster by a
special deputation, with our cloquent Mo-
derator at its head—feeling confident, that
a public and open recognition, and his
heart-stirring addresses, would have done
more to promote cordiality and friendship
between the members, than even the pas-
sing of the act itself. It was ascertained,
however, that an influential individual on
the moderate side of the house, would
have opposed this ; and it was thought
better not to bring forward any proposi-
tion in which the house would not have
been unanimous. Still, a great step has
been made, and we cordially rejoice atit.
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Crams axp RiGuts or THE Cuurcu oF
ScoTLAND 1N CaNapa axp TiE Cor0-~
MIES.

From the Church Revicw.

It is known to most of our rcaders,
that the efforts of the General Assem-
bly’s Committee on Colonial Churches
have been, for & considerable time past,
directed to procure a recognition of the
right of the Church of Scotland to
stand on a footing of perfect equality
in all respects with the Church of Eng-
land, in the British Colonies, The fol-
lowing correspondence, extracted from
the appendix to their last report, (pp. 13
to 23,) will shew what progress has
been made towards the attainment of
this object. It is satisfactory to add,
that £500 have been advanced by Gov-
ernment to rclieve the destitute Pres-
byterian clergymen in Lower Canada.

T'o the Right Honorable CtarLEs LoRD
GresgLe, His Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for the Colonial
Department, d-c.

The Memorial of the Ceneral Assem-
bly's Committee for promoting the
Religious interest of Scottish Pres-
byterians in the Britisk Colonies
respectfully representeth, that,

Your Lordship’s memorialists, before
reporting to the General Assembly their

proceedings during the year, feel it
their duty to bring once more under the
consideration of his Majesty’s Govern-
ment, the state of the churches com-
posed of their countrymen in the British
colonies,both generally, and in reference
to the particular circumstances of seve-
ral of their number, to which the atten-
tion of the committee has been immedi~
ately called.

‘The memorialists beg leave to repeat
the assertion of a principle which they
apprehend cannot becontroverted,name-
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ly, That by the Treaty of Union, the
ministers and other members of the
Church of Scotland are entitled, in eve-
ry colony settled or acquired since the
year 1706, to be put on a perfect equal-
ity in all respects with thosc of the
Church of England, in proportion to the
number belonging respectively to each
denomination; and that, even in those
colonies which, having been settled be-
fore the Union, may be regarded as
more particularly English, they are en-
titled at least to the fayourable consid-
eration of Government, in preference to
those bodies who belong to neither es-
tablishment, and for whose principles
no public or permanent pledge can be
given.

The memorialists beg leave again to
solicit the attention of Government to
the application of the proceeds of the
clergy reserve lands in Canada. The
principle already laid down seems, to
them to establish fully the rights of the
ministers of the church of Scotland
officiating in that colony to a share,
proportioned to the number of their
flocks, of a fund reserved expressly, by
its Parlismentary charter, for the sup-
port of a Protestant clergy. They re-
gret to find, from the representations of
their numerous clerical brethrenofficiat-
ing in the Upper Province, that even
there the English Church has received
more than its fair and legitimate share
of the proceeds of that fund, while the
Church of Scotland has enjoyed only a
precarious and very inadequate provi.
sion. And they lament that a proposal
should have been made and entertained
in any quarter, for admitting to a parti-
cipation n the same source of emolu-
ment, the Roman Catholic clergy, as
well as those of other nondescript bo-
dies, who, however respectsble they
may be as individuals, are not recogniz-
cd by the authorities, or incorporated
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with the constitution of the empire.
Against what they conceive to be a
misapplication of this fund, the memo-
rialists, ag representing an established
Protestant Church, must enter their so-
lemn protest; and express their confi-
dent hope that it will never be counte-
nanced by the government of a Protes-
tant Sovereign.

The memorialists must be forgiven
for urging still more carnestly on your
lordship’s attention the case of their
brethren and countrymen in Lower
Canada, for whom, with the exception
of a single clergyman, no public provi-
sion of any kind is made. Notwith-
standing that an assurance was given
by the then existing government, so far
back as in 1827, « That in all cascs
where a suitable place of worship is
erected, and a sufficent congregatiun
assembled, the government would sup-
ply any deficiency in a moderate incotne
for a minister, which the small means
of the poor inhabitants of a newly set-
tled district could not supply:” and that,
in orderto give effect in part to this un-
dertuking, a special instruction was
sent by Lord Goderich to Lord Aylmer,
on the 29th December, 1830,  '{'o ap-
ply £500 a-year, a proportion of £8350,
out of the casval and territorial reven-
ues to this purpose,” still no such pay-
ment has been made; and « when ap-
plication was made by the Presbytery
of Quebec to Lord Gosford on the 23d
of February, 1886, for payment of the
said sum, an answer was received from
his lordship to the effect that the in-
structions contained in the despatch al-
luded to, were set aside by subsequent
arrangenients made between the impe-
rinl authorities,—and this, while all the
other items contained in that despatch
were paid, and have been continued to
the Episcopal and Roman churches.”

The consequence has been, that the
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clergy in the Lower Province are re-
dacet to not only poverty, but extreme
distress. A sum of £200 has been
lately remitted trom Scotland, from the
scanty funds under the management of
your memorialists, to relieve them from
sufferings of the greatest severity.
Some of them have alseady, and most
of the others must, erc long, of neces-
sity abandon the charges which they
had undertaken. The people amongst
whom they have laboured, with others
in like circumstances, constituting a
very Jarge proportion of the inhabitants,
must be left in absolute ignorance and
heathenism,or abandoned to the perilous
ministrations of vagrant and unqualified
teachers; and all this while there exists
a considerable and increasing fund, to a
share in which they have a clear right,
and demauds on which proceeding from
other quarters, and resting on claims no
better founded, have been freely admit-
ted. The memorialists feel confident
that they have only to state these incon-
trovertible facts, in order to call forth
the interference of Government, for
correction of a state of things so anom-
alous and unjust.

They lament decply that they have a
similar statement of distress and desti-
tution to make on bohalf of their breth-
ren in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Cape Breton, and Prince Edward’s Is-
land. The Presbyteriansin those colo-
ies are very numerous, and their num-
ber is daily increasing. They are scat-
tered over a wide extent of country,
and their clergy, sbout thirty in num-
ber, are unable to extend their clerical
dutics, except to a very limited share
of those who demand their ministra-
tions and pastoral superintendence. The
support of the ministers in these prov-
inces isderived entirely from the volun-
tary contributions of their people, and
proves in most instances altogether in-
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adequete to their comfortable mainte-
nance. A small donation, to the extent
of £100, out of the funds put by the
contributions of their countrymen at
the disposal of the memorialists, has
been allowed towards the relief of their
immediate and urgent necessities, but
this can only afford a tewmporary and
trifling alleviation of their sufferings.
Without some public provision, thcir
number, instead of being augmented in
proportion to the demand for their ser-
vices, must be inevitably and rapidly
roduced; and the same consequences
iay be anticipated which have been
already predicted as about to flow from
the existing system in Lower Canada,
and than which none can be more car-
nestly deprecated by every man of pious
aad patriotic feelings.

The memorialists would farther beg
leave to call your lordship’s attention
to the situation of their countrymen in
other colonies, whose spiritual destitu-
tion, though not so excessive as in those
already referred to, is still very great,
and calls loudly for the consideration
of an enlightened and Christian govern-
ment.

In Jamaica, a moiety of the white,
with alarge proportion of the coloured
inhabitants, are Presbyterians, and yet
the Scottish Church at Kingston is, so
far as is known, the only permanent
Presbyterian place of worship in the
Island. The Legislative Assembly have
passed an “act to extend the means
of public religion in this Island by min-
isters of the Church of Scotland,” to
the effect, ¢ that it shall be lawful for
the justices and vestry of each parish
in this island, and they are hereby au-
thorized and empowered to raise, by a
tax on the inhabitants of each parish,
in the same manner and form as the
other parish taxes now are or may here-

after be raised and collected, any sum
Pr
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that may be necessary for the support of
a clergyman of the Established Church
of Scotland, not exceeding the sum of
£400 perannum, Provided, neverthe-
less, that such stipend for a minister
shall not be so raised until the inhabis
tants of each such parish shall have
first provided, at their own expense,
orby private funds, a place of worship
for the purpose of this act,”

This measure, adopted by the popu-
lar branch of the Legislature, as right,
fair, and reasonable, stands opposed in
the council, not, as is believed, from
any direct objection to its being adopt-
ed, but because they are not at liberty
to accede to it, without instructions
fiom the government at home.

The intercession of the Church of
Scotland with your lordship on this sub-
Jject has been earnestly requested, and
the memorialists cannot entertain a
doubt of your acquiescing with entire
approbation in a proposal originating
with the colonists themselves, burden-
some, if at all, to them alone, and
promising to contribute so powerfully
and extensively to the best interests of
all classes of the inbabitants,

The good offices of the Church of
Scotland with Government have also
been requested on behalf of Presbyte-
rian churches at present existing in
Grenada and Tobago, and others now
in progress at Antigua and Mauritius,
for public aid to enable them to pay
adequate salaries to their respective
clergymen. The memorialists begleave
to recommend to your lordship’s favour-
able consideration theclaims of all these
societies of their fellow-Christians, but
especially that of the inhabitants of
Mauritius, Their application is sub-
scribed by a large body of the most
respectable settlers of all denomina-
tions, many of them being members,

and some evenclergymen of the Church
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of England, Their object is to provide
with public worship and religious in-
struction, not only resident natives of
Scotland, but the crews of the nume-
rous Scottish vessels which resort to
the harbour, Itappearsfrom theirstate-
ment that a large congregation may be
expected; that the progress of sin and
wreligion requires to be counteracted
by the most vigorous exertions, and
that a want of the means to provide an
adequate remuneration for the labours
of a clergyman well qualified for the
duties of the situation, is the chief ob-
stacle ‘with which they have to con-
tend. .
The memorialists beg leave, lastly,
to entreat your lordship’s attention to
some additional representations which
have been made to them by the Scot-
tish inhabitants of Van Diemen’s land.
Tt appears from these, that of date the
8th August, 1836, a petition was pre-
sented to the governor and council of
that colony, praying, “The honourable
council, that for the!due support of pub-
lic religion in Van Diemen’s Land, the
four Presbyterian churches now in ex-
istence in the colony, may be placed in
a situation equal in all respects to that
held by the existing Episcopal churches,
ond that their ministers may receive
support from the public revenue, equal
in amount to that received by the pre-
sent Episcopal ministers.”

On this petition the council, after a
lengthened discussion, came to a reso-
lution in the following words:— That
it is the opinion of this council, that
the ministers of the Church of Scot-
land be placed on the same footing, as
to salary and allowances, as the chap-
laing of the Church of England estab-
lishment.” ’

Notwithstanding of this resolution,
the act for appropriation of the revenue,
promulgated a few days after, was
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found to keep up the same disproportion
as had formerly cxisted between the
grants to the clergy of the two estab-
lishments, and on a remonstrance to the
governor, the petitioners were inforin-
ed, that ¢ thy resolution in question was
passed subsequently to the estimates
being laid upon the council table, and
that previously to its being carried into
cffect by the local government, it must
be submitted for the approval of the
right honvurable secretary of state.”
Of the probable effect of this refer-
ence to the colonial office in Britain, no
explanation was, or perhaps could, be
given in the colony. Your Lordship’s
memorialists have great pleasure in ac-
knowledging the indulgent attention
which has been paid to their former ap-
plications on this subject, and in bear-
ing testimony to the grateful sense
which is entertained of the parental
care of government by their country-
men in Van Diemen’s Land. Still they
trust they will be forgiven for repeating
that the principles often maintained,and
stated once more in the commencement
of this memorial, fully justify both the
resolution of the colonial council, and
the hope which they would respectfully
express, of its being carried into fair
and complete operation, under the di-
rections of the important department
of His Majesty’s admnistration, over
which your lordship so ably presides.-
The memorialists have finally to apol-
ogize for trespassing so frequently and
largely on your lordship’s attention and
patience, and at the same time to ex-
press their hope of being excused, in
consideration of the importance of the
subjects embraced in their application,
the deep interest they take in the spirit-
ual welfare of their countrymen now
settled in the colonics, and their know-
ledge of the pious and benevolent sym-
pathy with which your lordehip is ac-
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customed Lo regard all that affects the
best interests of every class of your fel-
low-Christians.
D, MACFARLAN, convener.
Edinburgh, March 21, 1837,

{Copy.)

Sz Grorer Gnry, Bart, to Very Rev.
Prixcirat, MacLARLaN.

Doning Strect, May 21, 1887,

Sir—I am directed by Lord Gienelg
to acknowledge the receipt of your let-
ter of the 26th ult. transmitting a Me-
morial of the General Assembly’s Com-
mittee for promoting the Religious In-
terests of Scottish Presbyterians in the
British Colonics.

This memorial has engaged Lord
Glenelg’s serious attention, and I am to
address to you the following observa-
tions on the suveral points to which it
refers.

His Majesty’s Government sce no
reason to dissent fro the general prin-
ciples asserted by the memorialiste,
They are desirous of giving to it the
fullest practical operation, which the
means at their disposal for this purpose
will allow.

With regard to the application of the
proceeds of the clergy reserves in Can-
uada, Liord Glenelg direcis me to observe,
that, notwithstanding the extent of these
reserves, the profits derived from them
were, for many ycars, only sufficient
to defray the expease of management,
and that it was not until after the
passing of act 7 and & George IV. c.
62, authorizing their sale, that any net
sum was realized from them.

While Lord Glenelg is prepared fully
to admit the right of the ministers of
the Church of Scotland officiating in
the colony, to participate in the pro-
ceeds of the fund raised from such sale,

§31

ke regrets, that, owing to doubts for-
merly entertained on the construction of
the act of 1791, on this subject, there
i not at present any unappropriated
revenue derived from those lands in the
Upper Province, out of which stipends
could be immediately assigned to minis-
ters of the Church of Scotland. In
that province, however, the annual sales
arc so considerable, that his lordship
sces reason to hope that this difficulty
may, at in carly period, be overcome,
even if no steps should proviously be
taken by the provincial legislature for
setting at rest the questions respecting
the clergy reserves.

As Lord Glenelg has not yet received
the journals of the Council and Assem-
bly, he is unable to ascertain the exact
steps which have been taken on this
subject during the late session; but
with reference to the protest which the
memorialists have made against what
they term a ¢ misapplication of this
fund,” I am to call your particular at-
tention to the 41st clause of the consti-
tutional act, by which a power to vary
the provisions of the Imperial Parlia-
ment, in regard to the clergy reserves,
was especially delegated to the provin-
cial legislature, subject to certain speci-
fied restrictions.

It is not difficult to understund the
feeling which dictated this provision,
nor is it possible to question the wisdorm
of that law which, while it sets apart a
fund for the purposes of religious in-
struction, contemplated the probability
of such & change of circumstances,
within the province, in the course of its
future advancement, as would render it
expedient that the specific apprapria-
tion made by the act of 1791, should
be revised and altered at a later period
by the local legislature, to whom were
to be confided the gencral interests of
the province.

INTBELLIGBNCE,
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His Majesty’s Govermnent, therefore,
have neither the power nor the inclina-
tion to interfere with the proceedings
of the Upper Canada Legislature on
this subject, since those are founded on
an enactment of the Imperial Parlia-
ment specially designed to meet such a
contingency. Nor can they hesitate to
express their opinion, that an attempt
on the jeart of the exceutive Govern-
ment to maintain,in exclusive privileges
any particular communities of Chris-
tians in the North American continent,
in opposition to the expressed wishes
of the represeniatives of the people,
would lead to results far from advan-
tageoustothe generalinterests of Chris-
tianity. ’

Lord Glenelg, however, has every
reason to hope, that whatever arrange-
ment may ultimately be made in Upper
Canada as to the clergy reserves, the
claim of the Scottish Church to a fair
participation in the proceeds of these
lands, in proportion to the number of
the members of that Churchin the pro-
vince, will be as fully and cordielly ad-
mitted by the provincial legislature as
by his Majesty’s Government,

In Lower Canade, the sale of the
clergy reserves has been very limited,
znd the proceeds of such sales are, con-
sequently, of comparatively small a-
mount; but as no specific appropriation
of the dividends arising from the invest-
ment of such proceeds has yet been
made, Lord Glenelg trusts that he shall
be embled, without delay, to direct the
appropriation of a certain sum arising
from this source, in aid of the ministers
of the Church of Scotland in that pro-
vince, and that such aid will be continu-
ed so longasthe distribution of this fund
shall be left by the provincial legisla-
ture in the hands of his Majesty’s Gov-
ernment. -

His lordship fully admits that the ex-
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pe: tation held out by Lord Bathurst 1n
1825, to the General Assembly of the
Scottish Chureh, entitled the ministers
of that Church to the most favourable
consideration in the distribution of any
funds applicable to religious 1nstruc-
tion, nor is he disposed to question that
the instruction conveyed by the Earl of
Ripon to Lord Aylmer in the month
of December, 1830, was intended in
some degree to give effect to thatex-
pectation,

But Lord Glenelg desires me to re-
mind you of the circumstances which
prevented the fulfilment of Lord Ri
pon’s instruction. The assistance pro-
mised by I.ord Bathurst had been ex-
pressly made contingent on the suffi-
ciency of the funds at the disposal of
the Crown to supply it. In 1330, Lord
Ripon, huving every reason to expect
that a civil list would be granted by the
Assembly of Lower Canada, procecded
to explain the mannet in which the sur-
plus of the Crown revenues, which
would in that event accrue, ought to be
applied, and, among other changes, he
specified the grant to which you have
alluded, of £300 per annum to the Scot-
tish Chureh.

But the contingency, on which Lord
Ripon had calculated, never came to
pass, the Assembly of Lower Canada
having refused to grant acivil list.

It therefore became necessary to re-
voke the instruction of 24th December,
1850, and to apply the whole of the
Crown revenues to the indispensable
services of the Government; but as all
the items enumerated therein, except
the grant to the Scottish Church, had
previously been provided from other
sources, Lord Ripon,in order to prevent
a large degree of individual suffering
and distress, cousented to apply to Par-
liament to provide, during the lives of
the actual incumbents and no longer,
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consuderable proportion of the salaries
which had been formerly paid to thein,
and on the continuance of which they
had relied when proceeding to Cana-
da.

The same unfortunate circumstances
have, as you are probably aware, con-
tinned up to the present time, and his
Mujesty’s Government are therefore, at
this moment, without any other funds
than those to which I have adverted,and
which bave only recently accrued, from
which stipends could be assigned to the
Scots clérgy in that province.

8o soon as precise information can
be obtained as to the amount now avail-
able from the clergy reserves in the
Lower Provinces, Lord Glenelg will
direct 2 communication to be addressed
to theRev. Dr, Black,with whom he has
recently been in communication on this
subject, and who has been Jed to expect
a farther answer to his application on
behalf of the Church of Scotland in
Lower Canada; and his lordship trusts
that it will be in the power of his Ma-
Jesty’s Government, to a certain extent,
to relieve, from this source, the distress
to which, Lord Glenelg deeply regrets
to learn, that the ministers of the Scots
Church in that province have been ex-
posed.

Jn regard to the other North Ameri-
can Colonies, I am to observe that the
only means by which his Majesty’s Gov-
ernment could give effect to the wishes
which you have expressed on behalf of
the ministers of the Scots Church in
those several colonies, is through the
medium of their respective legislatures,
there being no unappropriated funds at
the disposal of his Majesty’s Govern-
ment, out of which any provision can
now be made for the maintenance of
Christian ministers in those colonies.
Lord Glenelg, however, trusts that the
provinciallegislatures will not prove un-
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mindful of theimportant interests which
depend on the due support.and: exten-
sion of the means of religious instruc-
tion among the numerous British inhab-
itants of those settlements, and it will
afford him sincere gratification if the
legitimate influence of the Government
can be successfully exerted in inducing
the local legislatures to take the claiws
of the Church of Scotland, in common
with those of the other Christian de-
nominations within their respective
provinces, into early and favourable
consideration, with a view to provide
the most effectual means of relieving the
spiritual destitution under which, Lord
Glenelg deeply regrets to lcarn, that so
many members ol that Church are at
present suffering.

With respect to the other colonies to
which the memorialists have directed
his lordship’s attention, I am to assure
you of the same disposition on the part
of his Majesty’s Government to use the
means at their disposal, to give effect
to the wishes which the General As-
sembly’s Committee have expressed.

Lord Glenelg has not been able to
ascertaia to what particular proceeding
in the Assembly of Jamaica the memo-
rialists have referred, nor has he been
able to discover in the records of this
office, any information relative to it.
I am, however, to express to you, his
lordship’s entire concurrence in the ex-
pediency of removing any obstacle
which may be supposed to exist, to the
operationof a disposition in the Assem-
bly of Jamaica to provide, in the man-
ner which appears to bave been in con-
templation, for the maintenance of min-
isters of the Church of Scotland in that
colony; and although Lord Glenelg is
not aware of the circumstances under
which the bill referred to in the memo-
rial was suffered to drop, he will not
fail to acquaint the Governor of Jama
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ca of the satisfection with which his
Majesty’s Governmnent would learn that
the colonial legislature is dispused to
resume the consideration of this impor-
tant subject, in the spirit in which it
appears to have been treated by the
House of Assembly, on the occasion
adverted to in the memorial.

I am farther to acquaint you, that it
appears from information lately receiv-
ed from the governor of Jamaica, that
the sum of £1100 was voted by the
Colonial Assembly during the last ses-
sion for the Scottish Charches at Kings-
ton and Falmouth in that island,

A despatch has also very recently
been reccived from the Governor of
Mauritius, transmitting a copy of a
memorial from a number of respectable
inhabitants of that colony, addressed to
the Presbytery of Glasgow, praying
that provision should be made fiom the
colonial revenue for the payment of a
stipend to a minister of the Scottish
Church.

Although no communication on the
subject of the petition has, as yet, been
received at this department from the
Presbytery, a copy of it hasbeen trans-
mitted to the lords commissioners of
his Majesty’s treasury with Lord Glen-
clg’s recommendation, that the prayer
of the petitioners should be complied
with; and his lordship has no doubt that
he will be enabled to authorize the Go-
vernor of Mauritius to issue, from the
colonial treasury, an adequate allow-
ance for the maintenance of a Presby-
terian minister in Mauritius,

With reference to the Australian co-
lonies, I am to acquaint you, for the in-
formation of the committee of the Gen-
eral Assembly, that it has already been
_ determined thatclergymen of the church

of Scotland should hereafter be placed
in precisely the same situation as cler-
gymen of the Church of England, so
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far as relates to the amount of the eno-
lument they will receive from the colo-
nial treasury.

In the estimates transmitled to this
coantry from New South Wales for the
year 1836, Lord Glenelg observed, that,
while provision had been made foran
immediate increase iothe number of
clergymen of both churches in that co-
lony, the stipend voted for the clergy-
men of the Church of Englund was at
the rute of £150 a-ycar, whilethat for
clergymen of the Church of Scotland
was only atthie rate of £100 a-year,
There did not appear to his lordship to
be any suflicient reason for this distinc-
tion, and he consequently instructed the
governor to propose to the legislative
couzcil that the latter should, from the
time of their severaliy entering on their
duties, receive the samne amount of sti-
pend as that to which the additional
clergymen of the Church of England
were to be entitled. His lordship has
every reason to anticipate, that this re-
commendation will be cheerfully acce-
ded to by the council, especially asin
the colonial act which has subsequently
been passed in order to carry inte effect
the general ecclesiastical arrangements
which his majesty’s Government have
recenily sanctioned in New South
Wales aud Van Diemen’'s Land, no
such distinction is to be found.

Lord Glenelg trusts, that the nature
of these arrangements is calculated to
make ample provision for the religious
wants of the increasing population of
Scottish Presbyterians in those colon-
ies, provided that a suflicient number of
well qualified ministers of the Church
of Scotland can be induced to avail
themselves of the opening whichis now
afforded them for taking the spiritual
charge of congregations of their coun-
trymen, who have settled in that part of
the British empire. His lordship has
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alrcady received from you, with great
satisfaction, the recommendations of se-
veral gentlemen for this office, and he
trusts, that under the existing system
not only will the present deficiency of
religious instruction in connection with
the church of Scotland be supplied,but
that the means of education and religi-
ous instruction will, for the future,keep
pace with the progress of emigration
from Scotland to Australia, an object
to which Lord Glenelg attaches the
highest importance, and in the promo-
tion of which he is happy to have itin
his power to co-operate with the com-
mittee of the General Assembly. I
have the honour to be, sir, your most
obedient humble servant.
GEORGE GREY.

Preseyrery of Hamiuton—An ordi-
nary meeting of this Presbytery was held
at Hamilton on the 11th October, when
the Rev. John Bayne minister of Galt,
was clected Moderator for the ensuing
six months.

Some particulars in the proceedings at
an intermediate meeting held at Toronto,
during the recent session of Synod, de-
served to be noted. A petition was then
received from certain trustees appointed by
the congregation at Chippawa, praying
for aid towards the erection of a church in
which they are now engaged. This peti-
tion was recommended by the Presbytery
to the favourable consideration of the Con-
missioners, of the Church Luilding fund ;
and we understand that the small unap-
propriated balance of that fund has been
granted by them to the petitioners on
the usual conditions.  Mr. Mackenzie re-
ported the clection of certain  individuals,
as Elders, by the congregation at Wood-
stock, and arrangement was made for
their trial and ordination. It was alsoin-
timated at this meeting that the sum of
£75, had been received by the Presbytery
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from the Moderator of Synod, being pro-
ceeds of a bequest by the late Miss Sarah
Parsons of the town of Niagara, for the
support of missionaries under the direc-
tion of the Synod. It appeared to the
Synoed that it was the intention of the pi-
ous bestower that the benefits of her bLe-
quest should be applied for the 1clief of the
religious destitution of the country in her
own neighbourhcod and on that under-
standing the whole of it was placed at the
disposal of this Presbytery. We may
here mention likewise the postponement of
Mr. Allan’s ordination at his ewn request,
and for reasons satisfactory to the Preshy-
tery, aud the annexation by e Synod of
the Township of Nassagaweyatothe Pres-
bytery of Toronto, in consequence of an
overture to that effect from the Presbytery
of Hamilton, The business transacted
at the meeting on the 1Ith Inst. was prin-
cipally routine, and not of general interest,
reports were received of the fulfilment of
appointments made by the Presbytery in
behalf of the setilements on the lower part
of the Grand River; and new arrange-
ments were made for the occasional sup-
ply of preachingthere. Mr. Gardiner al-
so gave in a report of his visit to 'Wool-
wick, in reference to which he thus writes
« Agrecably to the injunction of Presby-
tery, I preached at Woolwich, on Sabbath
6th August, both in the morning and af-
ternoon to a numerous ard highly respec-
table audience,

This being the day fixed for their quar-
terly collection, contributions were received
in aid of a fund for crecting a Church in
connection with the Church of Scotland.
You will best enter into the religious feel-
ing that prevails among the inhabitants of
this scttlement when it is stated, that, as
regularly as the Sabbath returns, they as-
semble in the schoothouse and join togeth-
er in the solemn exercises of praise, and
prayer and the rcading of the Scripturcs.
At their meetings for social worship, it is
also custorary to rcad a sermon of one of
the best Protestant Divines. Nor ought it
to be forgotten that those who take an ac-
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uve pert i leading these exercises, are in-
dividuals who formerly belonged to vari-
ous denommauions of the Reformed Church,
but, whe, having lately left the land of
therr fathers, und being actuated more by
the spint of genuine chrnisuantty than a
rgd adhervence to * quesuons which gen-
der strife,”” are now united with one heart
and with one mind 1n promoting the cause
and advancing the glory of the Redeemer’s
kungdom. Would that this high tone of
religious feehing more generally pervaded
the hearts of professing Christians, then
Churches in every quarter of this inter-
esung portion of Christ’s vineyard would
rear their 1ops, and the sound of the gos-
pel be heard from “sea to sea, and from the
rivers to the ends of the earth.”

It may also be mentioncd, that on the
afternoon of Sabbath 8th Instant, I had an
opportunity of marking the increase of
numbers, as also the progress made in
the good work—although the hour for ser-
mon was late, yet the schoolhouse was
crowded by individuals in the several
stages oflife, waiting to ““ see God as they
had formerly seen Him in his sanctuary.”
Among these were several Scotch families
who, during the last four weeks, have been
located 1n this Township and who require
only the heart chilling silence of the Sab-
bath to be broken by the voice of Christ's
ambassador fully to reconcile them to the
fand of their adoption.—As a proof that
matters are rapidly progressing it may be
farther stated that since 6th August the
committee of Church affairs has been re-
appointed—several names have been added
to the subscription list, the amount of
which is now upwards of four hundred
dollars—a site for & Church has been se-
lected out of four gratuitously offered by
landholders in the first concession—a plan
of the proposed frame building is already
drawn and contractors will soon be wanted
to carry the same into operation. It re-
maing only to be added that, in public I
met with the warmest reception from all,
and in private expericaced much personal

INTELLIGENCE,

kindness from the scveral fumilies that inv
short stay permitted e to visw.”

The Preshytery was principally occups-
ed however, with the duties devolved on
them as a committee of Synod, for preparing
a memorial to the Synods of the Church of
Scotland respecting the religious destitu-
tion of these provinces, and 1t was resolved
to address a circular to the several Presby-
tenies, caling on them to take immediate
steps for collecting as full 1nformation as
possible as to the religious and moial con-
dition of the population within their re-
specuive bounds, and especially of the
Presbytenan portion thereof.  The Pres-
bytery farther resolved to divide the terri-
tory within their own bounds, into dis-
tricts, assigning one to each member, and
requiring from him a mmute account of it
—and recommended 1t to the other Pres-
byteries to follow the same method Theso
reports were ordered to be transmitted to
theclerk of the Presbytery of Hamilton
on or before the first day of January next
The next ordinary meeting of Presbyte-
ry isto be held at Hamilton on the se-
cond Wednesday of January at I2 o'clock
noon.

A G

TO CORRESPONDENTS

The proceedings of the Synod’sCommit-
teeon the Synod Library willappear in our
next number ; as alsp the account of the
late meeting of the Presbyiery of Toronto.

Niagara, Nov. 3d, 1837.

Eararum—Page 310, 1st columa, Iin’e'
28, from top of the page, for “ without,
read * with,”



NOTICE TO AGENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS.

Tue Pusuisner is under the necessity of requesting all the Agents of the ExaMinex
10 collect and forwurd the amount of thek subscriptions us carly as possible.  The
charges incident to thic publication are heavy as compared with its circulation, and
much longer delay of payment will put those to inconvenience, who do not 1cecive,
and do not seck any pecuniary compensation for their labors 1n this worh—and who
are actuated only by that desire wlich all niembers of our church should feel that
may be the means of diffusing useful intelligence, cherishing Lrotherly love, and pro-
moting Christian unity.

Our Agents will oblige us by scadng the names of any additivnal subsceribers thicy
have received for the second volume, the first numaber of which will be published in
January. We shall continue to forward copics to all our present subscribers untit
March next.  Should any be inclined to withdeaw from ustheir patronage, we request
them to give us early intimation as we wishto avord the expensc of printing more
copies than are subscribed for  \ve shall use every exertion to 1ender our miscellany
useful, and we trust we shall not be disappointed in the support we anticipate.  Each
number of volume IT will consist of 32 pages super-1o0yal oetarvo—fine paper—equal 1o
nearly 48 of the present size.

THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE IION. WM. MORRIS.

Thosz important papers have been published at the Examiner Office in a4 pamphlet
form. They are sold by the publisher at 7% cach, and by Armour & Ramsay, Baok-
sellers, Montreal.  All agents of the Examiner who may desire a supply for sale can
obtain iton application to the publisher.

TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN CANADA, IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
Tue Depository of the Glasgow N. A. Colonial Society, for promoting the religious

interests, &c. in charge of the Rev. John Clugston, Qucbec, is furnisked with a large

supply, for sale, of BibLes and Testaments, English and Gaelic, with the metncal

version of the Psalms; PsaLy Books, English and Gaelic; Conressions oF Faira ,

Suorter Carecmisms, English and Gaelic, &c. &e.

By order of the Committec of the Glasgow N. A. Colonial Society, &e.
ROBERT BURNS, § Secretaries
JAMES HENDERSON, ’
Glasgow,-20th April, 1837.
N. B.—Mr. Clugston will give immediate attention to any demiand which may be
made on the supply committed to his charge. '
Qucbee, 14th June, 1837

NOTICE.

Presprrery Crerks will reccive through Mr. Leach, Toronto, cupics of the PRixT-
£D AssTRACT OF TRE Minures ur Synob For 1837, to the amount of 15 copits for
each of the congregations, w.th.u their bounds.  Scssicns arc requested to apply 1o ihe

_Clerks of Presbyterics for the above number of copies. : ’
. Toronto, November 2d, 1537.

"Money remittances huve lwcn racived from Bytown, Markham, Sombra, and
Streetsville. - .



