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THE question as to the employment of
catechists is one of some delicacy. In some
respects it has its advantages, more particu-
larly in charges whose limits are but ill
defined, and which answer to the deserip-
tion of his field of labour given by a worthy
minister of our Church now gone to his
rest. His parish, he said, was bounded on
the south by the Ottawa, and went north
as far us he could win. In a position of
this kind it is impossible for a minister to
attend to lis stated duties among those who
have pliced themseclves under his pastoral
care. and at the same time look after others,
who, being at a distance, are apt to become
regardless of the outward observances, and
dead to the inward influences, of religion.
In such localities catechists may often be
employed successfully.  But it cannit be
diszuised that there are dangers which must
be guarded against, more particularly in
the case of those who have not been cdu-
cated, and who are not preparing for the
ministry. Even with theological students
much caution is necessary. If they are to
preach, it should be made a matter of regu-
lation that they shall, at the outset, have as
many discourses prepured as may be con-
sidered necessary by the Presbytery within
whose bounds they are employed ; that they
shall submit these and all snbscquent dis-
courses to the Presbytery for approval;
and that no extemporaneous preachments
shall be allowed. Under these and similar
restrictions much good mizht be accom-
plished by students whose course of study
has not been completed. But with another
class of' men who are sometimes employed,
this emnot be done. Other and more
stringent regulations must be made; and
not ouly mude, but observed.  Many who
have been thus ewployed are pious nien
and sincere Christiuns; but great caution
and deliberation are neecssary in ascer-
taining that they are really so.” Their du-
tics should be confined to reading the Bible,
prayer, and perhaps a short exhortation,

The discussion of controversial points
should be strictly forbidden ; the exposition
of dectrinal texts should be prohibited,
Nothing but unmixed evil can possibly be
expected if such topics are allowed to be
introduced. We know enough of the his-
tory of “ The Men” in the North of Scot-
land to teach us caution. The extent of
the Highland parishes was such that no
minister could possibly attend to them pro-
perly. ¢ IHeuce,” says a writer on Fanat-
icism in the North, *“ arose the demund for
catechists to supplement the acknowledged
lack of instruction. The persons appointed
to these duties were commissioned to hold
meetings for prayer and the reading of the
Scriptures, in those hamlets that were far
removed from the parish church; but as
they used the Fnglish version, which the
people did not understand, they began to
interpolate comments and opinions of their
own, which were better relished by the
imaginative Celts than the mere ¢ letter of
the Word.” The transition was easy, from
reading and praying, to expounding in pub-
lie, and it was unscrupulously made. The
catechists became lay preachers, and had
regular meetings for the display of their
oratorical powers.  To please their rude
audience, they indulged in fantastic decla-
mation, which drew away crowds to their
meetings, instead of attending at the parish
church. The consequences were, that the
expounders increased in number and influ-
ence; and many were tempted to assume
the office for the worldly advantages which
it sccured.” The results were most dis-
tressing, Scenes of wild excess, licentions-
ness, and wickedness were cominon, and the
exposure of the pructices of “ The Men”
opens up a very painful page of religious
history.

Nor are instances of the same thing
awanting on this side of the Atlantic. The
Cumberland Presbyterians, a body attempt-
ing to unite Calvinism and Arminianism,
but in reality Universalists, dates its origin
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from what is known as the  Great Revi-
val,” which took place in 1800, in the
Cumberland Valley, situated partly in Ken-
tucky and partly in Mississippt.  In con-
sequence of this revival the want of min-
isters was felt, and the Reverend Mr. Rice,
the oldest Presbytertan minister in Ken-

tucky, recommended the employment of

Church members, apt to teach, and sound
in the faith, although not possessed of the
advantages of a classical education.  Sev-
cral were set apart for this special work by
the Presbytery of Transylvania.  This
Presbytery having been divided, one of its
branches, the Cumberland Presbytery, ap-
pointed additional men for the ministry,
although not trained for it ; but the Synod,
dissatisfied with their proceedings, issued
2 commmission to inquire into their actings,
with instructions to have these irregularly
ordained missionaries examined.  Puffed
up with spiritual pride, they refused to
appear ; and being supported in their con-
tumacy by certain members of the Cum-
berland Presbytery, from whom they had
obtained ordination, they became schis-
matics, and a new sect, holding the most
erroncous views, was founded, and now
numbers many adherents.

It is for us to watch over the very be-
ginning of such things: itis for Presby-
weries and Sessions to exercise such watchful
care, that a repetition of scenes and errors
like those we have referred to, may bhe
rendered impossible in conunection with our
Church. The Act anent Catechists, passed
by the Synod in 1860, gives ample powers
to our Church Courts, but unfortunately
these acts are too often allowed to become
a dead letter.

ONE sure sign that a country is ad-
vancing in civilization, is the increased
attention paid by its government to statis-
tics. Spain, Italy, Germany, even Russia,
have shewn within the last few years, that
they are becoming alive to the importance
of obtaining accurate information as to their
population, wealth, and material progress.
Innumerable social problems depend for
their solution upon the details obtained
from day to day of the causes bearing
upon the increase or decrease of births,
marriages, and deaths. A well-arranged
and correctly-taken census is of great bene-
fit, as shewing the difference every ten
years in our relative position at the begin-
ning and cnd of cach decennial period. But,
bowever accurately it may be’taken, how-
ever correctly the results may be shewn,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

a census can never supersede the daily
registration of the changes which are taking
place in our population. The census like the
records of the storms of a past year, comes
too late for a speedy remedy for the evils
which it may peint out; the daily regis-
ter, on the other hand, like Admiral Fitz-
roy’s siguals, gives warning of danger.
points out the source of disease, the cause
of" death, the growing morality or immora-
lity of our cities, towns, and rural distriets,
as evidenced by the relative numbers of
marriages and births; and, in shert, pre-
sents to those who can read the information
contained in dry tables of fizures, an ex-
planation of many of the mysteries of our
social life. In Great Britain, previous to
the establishment of the General Registry,
there were no meuns of ascertaining what
town was healthy and which was the re-
verse. A careful record of the number of
deaths in each town and district, the ages
at which they occur, and the causes of
death, has; however, afforded most valu-
able information; and since these records
have been given to the public in monthly
and annual reports, a complete revolution
in sanitary matters has followed. Formerly
the health of the people was considered of
no tmportauce ; now it is held to be of par-
amount interest.  Month by month the
Registrar-General compares the vital statis-
tics of every considerable town and district
in the Kingdom,—says to one, you have too
many deaths from such a cause; toanother,
too many of your children of tender years
are cut off; to a third, diseases arising from
foul air, insufficient drainage, defective
sewerage, or over-crowded dwellings, arc
carrying off your inhabitants in large num-
bers. And thus pilloricd before the whale
country, the local authorities feel compelled
to search out, aund, if possible, get rid of.
the cause of the excessive mortality.  St.
ssconards and Hastings, in Euglind, are
an iustance of what we mean. The morta-
lity in St. Leonards, from preventible
causes, such as fever, diarrhea, &ec., was
very great, and the cause was traced to the
discharge of the sewage of these two large
towns on the beach in front of the houses.
The inhabitants, with truc wisdom, have
resolved to lay out no less than £10,000
sterling in carrying this to a distancs of ten
miles from the town, toa place where it may
be discharged harmlessly. Other consider-
able towns have laid out large sums and with
beneficial resuits; and thus by means of
the registration system, there has been a
dircct saving of many valuable lives, and
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a marked addition to the wealth of the
country, from the increased working capa-
city of those who, but for this, would have
annually lost days, perhaps weeks, from il
health.  Gur legisiators, the great bulk of
whom are professional men, do not seem to
understand that the system we advocate can
serve any but a legal purpose. In their
eyes, it is only of use as a ready means of’
establishing before a comt of justice lewal

uestions arising out of the death of indi-
viduals.  Even for these ends it is as
defective as it well can be, and seems
contemplated to provide for the growth
of tedious lawsuits. The statute itself re-
cites that in many Roman Catholic parishes
and Protestant congrezutions revisters have
not been kept, or, il they have, cannot
be found.
past negicet ; but we think it was equally
a duty to take care that neither Catholic
pricst nor Protestant clereyman should
have an opportunity in future of commit-
ting a simlar fault.

1t is not, perhaps, for us to say how the
gystem should be worked. Wearein favour
of making use of our municipal machinery,
appointing either the county clerk or regis-
trar of titles to the new office of revistrar of
births, &e., for the county. Butinasmuchas
a most mischievous rule for the election of
municipal secretaries and treasurers prevails
In country parts, namely, to call for tenders
and give the sitaation to the lowest bidder,
as if 1t was an offer to dig a diteh, it would
be necessary, or at least advisable, that
they should undergo an examination before
being appointed as local registrars.  The
expense of the whole thing would not be
great.  There 1s a fund already in cxist
ence to pay part of it. if the tax on mar-
riage licences, which in Lower Canadua has
been taken to pay the rebels for their losses
n 1837-38, were applied to its rizht use
from which it has been diverted.  After de-
ducting the costof the present mode, which
i3 altozether thrown away, the increase
would be found to be very tnconsiderable.

In taking these statistics. we would be
training up a body of men who would be
ready cvery ten years to obtain at wnce,
and iuteilizently, the census returns; the
Board of’ Statistics would then be of real
use, and not, as now, a mere name ; and we
would have th- sitisfaction of secing a
well-dizzested and carcfully-compiled census,
instead of the wretched enllection of blun-
ders issucd under the direction of an ex-
temporised staff of inexperienced men. To

|
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the statesman and the philosopher such
statistics ace invaluable; but we have merely
pointed out the material and immediate
benefit to be derived from them, contenting
ourselves with having indicated to our
readers the path of improvement in thie
department which ought to be followed.

A very important meeting on Protestant

~ Eduecation in Lower Canada was held in
rights and titles, validity of marriage, or -

Montreal on the 27th of' September last.
Great dissatisfaction with the present school
laws, has long been felt by Protestantx in

. Canada East; and the fact that the whole

It was well to find a remedy for .

control of the Kduecation office is held by
Roman Catholics has excited, very na-
turally, a feeling of :adignation, and the

. more so as the power thus held has been

unserupulously used. I3 appears from
the report of the committee appointed
at o former mecting that correspondence
had been entered into with individuals
throughout Lower Canada.  The expres-
ston of opinion thus obtained was that a
change in the present law was abeolutely
necessary, that in those parts of the country
where the Catholies were a majority every
means was used to render the establishment
of Protestant schools impossible, that Ro-
man Catholic parishes were so divided as
to put Protestant fumilies, althoush living
but a short distance from each other. into
different parishes, and these divisions were
sometimes made after dissentient schools
were formed so as to break them up. It
may be explained that the law here is that
a dissentient school cannot be formed by the
inhabitants of two or more parishes joining.
They imust be composed altogether of the
rate payers of one parish; whilst in Upper
Canada, under the Separate School Law,
it s perfectly competent for  Catholies
from various districts to assoctate them-
selves for that purpese.  Roman Catholic
schools are used for the dissemination of
that particul v creed, and Protestant child-
ren woing to these schools are forced to join
in Roman Catholic worship or are persecu-
ted. Protestant rate payers are compelled to
support these schools, and the whele system
appears to be a well arranged scheme for
propagatine the © true faith.,” Yo fact the
whole thing is rotten to the core. A new
school law is imperatively demanded. and
we shall endeavour in a future number to
bring the matter more fully before our read-
ers.  In the meantime we would call atten-
tion to an article which will be found among
our cxtracts, entitled “ XEducation of the
Poor in France.”
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We republish entire an article from the
Kingston Duily News, of 11th October,
believing that the importance of the subjeet
and of the sugyestions thrown out entitle
it to serious consideration :

A few remarks let drop by the Principal of
Queen's Umiversity at the College meetng on
Monday, relative to the desirability of a umitorm
standard of legal qualificntion for the medical
profession, are well worthy of cousideration by
the general publie, since the subject is in re-
ality a matter which deeply concerns every in-
dividual i the commanity. Principal Suod-

grass’s remarks were intended for the cars of .

students and professional men; but having
Leen reported by the press, they have become
public property, and like such waifs, may in
their dissemination exert their proper influence
by being pondered, criticised, or enlarged upon.

Medical education is a subject which has of
Inte years attracted® very much the attention of
thoughtful men in England. A great strideof
improvement was achieved ia the United King-
dom in 1858, by the passage of what is known
as the Medieal Act. This Imperial piece of
legislation insisted that all practitioners of
medicioe, to be legally qualified, should hold a
diploma from oneor more of the licensing hodies,
and should be registered according to the date
of their license, with particulars of what every
practitioner’s qualitication consisted, whether
a member of the Royal College of Surgeons, a
licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries, or
otherwise. Further, the Medical Act establish-
ed a deliberative and executive body of cminent
men, belonging to all parts of the United
Kingdom, known as the General Council of
Medical Education and Registration.  To this
body was entrusted the revision of the new
national Pharmacopeeia, which supersedes the
old Liondon, Edinburgh, uud Dublin Pharma-
coliceias, and also the care of medical educa-
tion. The Act did not interfere with the exist-
ence of the old corporate licensing bodies, but
it placed the Medical Council ag a watching
vody over them, aud to whose recommendations
they will have to attend with proper obser-
vance.

The beneficial effects of such a piece of legis-

lation are now beginning 1o be felt in Brita,

One of its first fruits was to excite still more
in the minds of medical men themselves, and of
learned gentlemen having at heart the interesis
and the advancement of the medical profession,
attention to the subjects of teaching, and of
setting up a vmfurn standard of qualification
for lawful practice. It will be enough o show
that this awakeued interest is not confined to
members of the medical profession aloue, to
mention that his grace the Archbishop of York
has quite lately taken an active part in the
general discussion on medical cducation. Much
remains to be dune, but a great deal has been
already accomplished, ‘lhe Medical Council
have devised o system for the registration of
students, have fixed the age of Uwenty-one
years as the carliest age at which nny profes-
stonal licence shall be obtained, and they hase
published a set of regulations as to professional
gtudy (which must occupy four years) and as
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to pass-examinations. An able English jour-
nalist in alluding to the general ctfects of this
legislation, claims with good argument and
every show of reason, that the medical profes-
sion i3 most likely to be and is now being ele-
vated by the operation of the Medical Act.
The measure has in fitct done something to se-
cure the desirable uniformity of standard below
which none are entrusted with the weighty re-
sponsibility of attending to the individual
health of the community.

In Canada, as in Britain, the desirability of
a uniform standard in the course of study and
pass.examinations for University degrees in
Arts and Medicine and in granting simple
licences to practice physic, surgery, or mid-
wifery, has been long felt by those who have
been 1 a position more clearly to see the dis-
advantages to the public weal of what may
be called a competitive system. The late
lamented Dr. Leitch, the predecessor of Princi-
pal Snodgrass, carnestly contended for a cen-
tral exumining body who should give to the
degrees of all Canadian Universities s uni-
form value, and confer upon students of
all aflilixted colleges a recogunized stamp of
proficiency. Principal Snodgeass has given
enuuciation to & similar thought, more par-
ticularly as regards the medical profession.
He says that as ttis the duty of the goverument
to legislate for the protection of life, it is
necessary to legislate in such a manaer as
that the art of healing shall be practised oniy
by competent and reliable men. He believes
that the time has fully come when a legally
recognized uniform standard of qualification
should be insisted upon.

This we may take 1o signify a wish that the
academic institution over which he presides
should be placed above the competition of cer-
tain other colleges in Canada, where quantity
rather than quality seems to be the end aimed
atin the sending out of licentiutes and gradu-
ates. It is proper to mention here that the
curricula of McGil! and Queen’s Colleges are
in nccordance with the regulations of the Brit-
ish Medical Council, and their degrees and class
certificates are recognized by the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons in England and other licens-
ing bodies. The requirements of the Univer-
sity of Toronto are also worthily high, but the
latter is not a teaching body. It is quite pes-
sible that the Medical Council have jurisdic-
tion in Canada. Their Pharmacopeia scts up
a claim 10 be followed in all the colonies. Cer-
tainly the Council have jurisdiction in the
Crown colonies if not in those to which respon-
sible self government has bezn accorded. Unider
the new confederation the matter of establish-
ing such a standard as that proposed by Prin-
cipal Snodgrass would become doubly impor-
tant, and might with great advantage be
pressed upon the attention of the federal legis-
lature. In the meantime 1t may be hoped that
the subject will have its claum upon the atten-
tion of the public.

We publish a copy of the note of the
Chancellor in the case of Weir v. Mathie-
son, the decree itself not being yet issued.
From the tenor of the note, it will be seen
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‘that the opinion of the Chancellor differs |

from that of the Viee-Chancellor,—the

former holding that the engagement was a -

simple contract of hiring.  Under thesc

circumstances, we presume the trusteeswill -

take the judgment of the whole Court, so
tiat the question may be scttled authori-
tatively. The following is the note:—

Mr. V. C. Esten, on the argument of the mo-
tion for injunction, has, 1 hnd, held the em-
ployment of the plaintiff by defeadants, was
during good behaviour: in other words, **ad
vitam aut culpam,” that the Court has juris-
diction, and ought to interfere to protect him
in the enjoyment of his ofice. These are e
only two qurestions of law in the case; and 1
think I should hold that they having been
dispused of by my learned brother, the plaio-
tiff i3 entitled to o decree; asit is admtted
that if his tenure of office is such asthe V C.
decides it to be, be has not been properly re-
moved therefrom. 1 doubt very much the juris-
diction of the Coust to interfere. The evi-
dence before me in no way alters the character
of the case as presented to Mr. V. C. Esten.
The decree will be to restrain the defendants
from interfering with the exercise by the plain-
GUff of his duties of office as classical master,
from appuinting any one in his place, and from
withholding from bim bis salary until be be
legally removed—with costs.

Asg to jurisdiction, I do not think the Court
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has jurisdiction. There i3 no trust fund sub-
jected to plaintiff’s claim, more thanin the
case of any other corporativn employing olfi-
cers. It isa mere contract of hiring, in my
opinion.

A correspondent from Upper Canada,
in sending us a communication, uses the

. words, ““if’ you can find room for anything
from the West, which you ought to do,

having asked so often for contributions,”
&e.  Now we have but one word to say on
this matter. We know,neither lMast nor
West in The Presbyterian.  We desire to
know all that is passing in every congrega-
tion that it is of importance for other con.
gregations to know. We have not space
to give long detuils of meetings, addresses,
names, &c., which are only of local import-
ance, and are, we presume, published in
the local newspaper. All such details we
unscrupulously cut down. We have no
choice inn the matter. We are not conscious
of there being more news from the last
than from the West. If there hus been in
time pist, the remedy is in the hands of
our Western friends. ‘That remedy is sim-
ply to send to us cvery interesting item
they can; and, if suitable to our pages, it
wilt be inserted.

Aelos of our Ghurel.

Cnorcn Bosiness.—All communications to
the Synod Clerk are requested to be addressed
bereatter to Kingston, Canada West.

St. Asvrew's Crtrew, Gart.—The annual
missionary meeting of tlus Chuarch was hetd on
the 15th September The Rev. Mr. Campbeil
occupied the chair, and interesting addresses,
in connection with the schemes of the Church,
were delivered by the Rev. Messrs. Dawson and
Macdonnell, a deputation trom the Zresbytery
of Gueiph. From the report, read by the
chairman, we learn that during the past year
the fadies had collecied the sum of S132.154
which, adaed to the balance fromlast year, and
o small sum from the general chureh fund,
amounted to S115.20, wiich sum the Kirk Ses-
sion appropriated to the various schemes as
follows :

Home Mission Fund, $50.00 ; French Mission
Pund, $25.00; Widoews and Qrphans Fund,
$20.00; Jewish and Foreign Mission Fund,
$15.00; Bursary Fund, $15.00; Presbytery’s
Home Mission Fund, $18.00; Paostages, 45 cts.
Tota! $143.45; leaving a balance of $1.75.

This does not inciude collections for special
purposes in the cBurch, but only the sums re-
ceived by the ladies of the congregation
through the system of small quarterly sub-
scriptions,

PrespyTERY OP QTTawa.— The quarterly
meeting was held in St. Andrew’s Church, Ot-
tawa, on the 15th Seprember, Rev. Dr. Spence,
Moderator. The minutes were read and sus-
tained and the Rev. Dr. Spence was unani-
mously reclected Moderator for the current
vear. A resclution, expressive of deep regret

[ at the loss sustained by the Church at large by

the death of A. Petrie, Esq, of Comberland,
was unanimonsly agreed 1o, and the Presby-
tery, desiring to sympathise with Mrs. Petrie
and family, instructed the clerk to forward to
Mrs. Petrie a copy of the resolation,

A commission from the Kirk Session of
Huntly, in favour of Robert Holme, was read
an+d sastained.

The Rev. W. M. Inglic, of Kingston, and J.
Fraser, chaplain to the forces in Montreal, be-
ing present, were invited 10 iake part in the
dehiberations.

Mr. Smith, of Cumberland 2 d Buckingham,
reported that he had preacked, according to
the appointment of Preshytery, in Chelsen and
Cantley, and given intimation that these, if
any, who had objections to Mr_ Borthwick's re-
lease from his charge wouuld have ah opportu-
nity of stating them at the next mecting of
Presbytery, to be held on the 141h September,
No compearance being made on the part of the
congregation, and Mr. Borthwick baving pro-
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viously given in his reasons for resigning, the
Prestytery, after due consideration, agreed to
loose him from his charge and to declare the
church vacant, and Mr. White, of Richmond,
wag accordingly appointed to make the usual
intimation at a diet to be held on the 18th
September at Chelsea and Cauntley.

Mr. Borthwick, who has opened a collegiate
school in Ottawa, is still retained as a mission-
ary.

Various appointments were made and Messes.
Spence, Ferguson, Sinclair, White, and Mul-
lan reported that they had made the annual
collection in behalf of the Home Mission Fund.
The next meeting will be heid in the same
place on the second Wedoesday of January
next, at ten o'clock forenoou.

Usrverstty INTeLticeNce. — Installation of
Principul Snodgrass and opeaing of College Ses-
sion, 1864-65.—0n the 5th ult. a meeting of
the Board of Trustees was held according to
adjournment in the Senate Chamber of Queen’s
College. After being constituted, the members
present together with the Professors proceeded
to the Coavocation Hall which was com-
pletely filled with students and an assemblage
of ladies and gentlemen. The governing and
teaching authorities were received with de-
monstrations of applause. On entering this
plain but neat and ccemmodious apartment
one is immediately struck with the beautiful
life-like portrait of the late Principal Leiich,
which has been procured dming the vaeation
by subscription and suspended on the wall at
the upper end of the room to the left of the
chair of honour, that of the late Principal
Machar occupying a corresponding place to
the right. The Honorable John Hamilion,
chairman of the Board of Trustees, presided.
The Rev. W. M. Inglis of St. Andrew’s Church,
Kiangston, having, by request, opened the pro-
ceedings with prayver, Mr. Hamilton intimated
the occasion of the meeting, and then called upon
the Secietary to the Board to read the minute
appointing the Rev. William Snodgrass, of St.
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initiatory work of a Professor of Divinity and
Principal of a University and College.” At
the close of his address the Principal called in
succession upon Profess ors Mowat and Fowler,
Secretaries 1o the Senat1s and Medical Faculty
respectively, and upon Professor Murray,
Registrar, for the necessary announcements for
the enrolment and entrance examinations of
students, and these having been made he pro-
nounced the Apostolic Benediction. Thereafter
the chairman of the Trustees introduced the
Principal to the severzl Professors present, of
whom the following had received appoiniments
since the close of last session—Rev. John H.
Mackerras, M.A., of Bowmanville, Interim
Professor of Classical Literature; Donald
McLean, M., L.R.C.S., Edin., Professor of the
Institiites of Medicine ; Octavius Yates, M.D.,
translated from the chair of the Institutes
of Medicine to that of Surgery; and Horatio
Yates, M.D., Professor of the principles and
practice of Surgery, Dean of the Medical
Faculty.

Opening of Medicul Classes—On Monday,

; the 10th ult., the Medical classes were formally

Paul's Chureh, Montreal, to be Principal of the |

University and College and Primarius Profes-
sor of Divinity. This havieg been done, Mr.
Hamilton left the chair, and called upon the
Principal to take hiz place and open the cla--
ses for the ensuing session in the manner pres-
cribed by the statutes. Principal Snodgrass,
on rising to respond, received a welcome which
must have been very gratifying and encourag-
ing 10 him, indicating, as itdid unmistakeably,
that the sympathics of his andience were en-
tirely with him on this trying occasion, his
first public appearance in the discharge of the
dutics of the position to which he has been
elevated.  He delivered an address on the
sacredness of learmng, in which e treated of
learning as an art and showed that the charac-

opened in the Convocation Hall, the Principal
presiding.  Having otfered prayer, the Princi-
pal expressed his satisfuction with the number
of students who had made their appearance at
the commencement of the session, and indulged
in some remaks upon the importance and
utility of the medical profession, and upon the
sympathy and encouragement due from the
intelligent portion of the community to the
medical student., Adverting to the universally
admitted obligation of Government to legis-
late for the protection of life, he said that it is
their duty so to legisiate for that end as that
the art of healing shall be practised only by
competent and relinble men—a remark which
has since been made the subject of a very
lucid and able editorial in the Kingston Daily
News, pointing out the immense advantages
that have resulted from the passage in 1858,
by the Imperial Legislature of what is known
as the Medical Act, and contending for the
adoption in this country of a uniform standard
in the course of study, and pass examinations
for University degrees.  He also expressed the
hope, that for the stimulating of indusiry in
preparing for the noble profession of Medicine,
Scholarships aud other honours would very
soon be founded by private beneficence in con-
nection with this pariicular Faculiy.  He then
said that as he and Mr. Bell, on whom he was
about to call for an aldreszs, stood for some
years before the recent appointment of that
gentleman to the chair of Chemistry and
Natural IHistory; in the relation of wminister
and hearer, he had particalar pleasure in re-
questing him to tulfil the appointment given
i by the Facoliy for this oceasion.  Pro-

- {essor Bell then delivered a highly useful inteo-

teristic he claimed for it should be held as !

cmincently distinctive of its caltivation as re-
gards subject, means, and results. According
10 the Daily News, “ithe address occupied
rather less than an hour in delivery, and was

duciory lecture, dwelling in particnlar on the
several means now acknowledyred to be the
best adapted to the imparting of instruction in

: Medi ine, the superior local advantages which

listened 1o with close attention, and was ofien ]

interrupted with applause. It was an cloquent
and uscful address, of & high religious charac-
ter, and onc well befitting its author in the

are cnjoyed at Kingston by the medical stu-
dent, and the various waye in which both of
these may be turned to the best account. He
also adverted to the nccessity of a due resort
to pbysical exerciscs, and strongly inculcated
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ahe duty of cultivating those moral principles i
sud sentiments of wluch the students of that |
wonderful work of the Alungbty—the human |
frame—ought to be pecnliarly susceptible.

Altendance of Students —The fricnds of the
College will Le pleased to learn, at this parti-
cular stage of its history, that the number of
students ut the opening of the clusses this ses-
sionin both the Faculues of Arts and Medicine,
13 equal to that of last year.

Mowal Scholarship ~—The Scholarship founded
by the late John Mowat, E:q, which is open
1o all studeuts of the fiest yeuar for the best ‘
examination on the subject of Arithmetic, and
the value of which to the holder is a jears
wmterest on 1200, has been awarded by the
Senatus 1o Aleaander Nicholson, of Charlotte-
town, Prince Edward lstand.  The successtul
candidate gained 20 marks in advance of the
next best competitor.

Momin  Cottkee.—Our advertising depart-
ment contains an anuouncement of the opening
of cliasses in Arts and Divimty. The announce-
ment came 0 hand v late 1o be noticed
lust number. We call attentivn to 1t now,
expressing  satisfuction at the cnergy with
winch the designs of the benelicent founder
appear to be carried out.  We are not aware
ot any arrangements beyond what is mtmated
1in the advertistment.

PressyTery or RExrepw.—On the sixth day
of September, this Court met in Arnprior.
Present on the occasion, Revds. Alexander
Maan, Moderator; George Thomson, Peter
Lindsay, Joseph Evans, Hugh Camecron, and
John K. McMorine, Ministers; and Abel H.
Dowsuell, the Araprior Representative Elder.

The only matter of importunce brought be-
fore this mecung of Presbytery was the subject
of Sabhath observance. A letter from Dr. |
Mair, the Secretary of the Kingston Sabbath
Reformation Society, was placed before the
weeting.  The Presbytery  expressed their
warin sympathy with the great objects of the
Socicty, and at the sime time agreed to express
their strong condemnation of the practice so
prevalest m the valley of the Upper Uttawa
of travetling in the winter season with lumber
trains on God's day. This evil is for the most
part not the fault of the lumber merchants of
the Ottawa, but of persons engaged in carcy-
ing supplics to them, and engaging with their
trums m their employ fur the winter moaths.
The Presbytery -recommended Kirk Sessions,
when they see it for the glory of God to do so,
10 use all practicable means asin their wisdom
muy scem best for the removal of this evil, that
God's day may oot be dishovoured iu our
land.

A mecting of this church court was held on
2'1th September, and another on 12th October,
to take the steps necessary for the translation
of the Rev. Juseph Evans, from his present
charge to Sherbrooke in the Presbytery of
Qucbee.  Latebiicld is thus again left vacant.
The rcasons for Mr. Evang’ separation from
his present charge are of a purely domestic
character, and heleaves a sorrowing aund much
attached cougregation. It is earunesily to be
hop:d that this important charge will not long

remain vacant, but that some earnest young
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man of a large hearted missionary spirit will
soon take the field, and make it the basc of
operations for still further progress in the val-
ley of the Upper Uttawa.

Toe LaTe Reverean Joux Caurngry, A M.—
It is with deep regiet that we record the
death of the Rev. John Campbell, AM, of
Nottawasaga.  We understand that Mr. Camp-
bell's health bad been faling for some time
past.  In the hope of 13 being restored he had
gone during the summer to the sea-side, but,
after a stay of some weeks there, feeling him-
seif to be rapidly sinkinginstead ot improving,
he resolved to return, and had been at home
only a fortnight when he expired in the bosom
of his family, his end coming much soconer and
more suddenly than had been dreaded by any.

Thus has passed away, at the premature age
of 43 years, one of the most useful and valued
menisters of our Church  Receiving Lis Col-
legiate education at Queen’s College, he for
s veral years taught the Preparatory School in
connectivn with that Institution, and as head-
master thereofl he raised it to a state of great
eficiency and prosperity.  In 1853 he was
settled in Nottawasaga, where he has since
resided, labouring in a wide sphere, minister-
ing to one of the largest congregations in the
church—~beloved by the members of his flock,
and commanding an influential position in that
section of the Province  Possessed of strong
views in regard to any subject to which he
turned his mind, but especially with reference
to the varions questions connected with our
ecclesiastical polity, he was fearless in express-
ing and vindicating these; but, in doing so, it
gave him the utmost pain, if in the warmth of
discussion he had felt himself constrained to
give utterance to anything which might appear
calculated to wound the feelings of others.
White faithful in the discharge of h.s duties to
those under his immediate pastorate, he was
at the same time an indefatigable missionary.
So untiringly did he look after the spiritual
interests of our adherents within a radins of
forty or fifty miles from his residence, sparing
neither personal labour ner expense in trav-
clling to break to them the bread of life and
dispense the ordinances of the church—that he
came to be regarded more in the light of a
bishop of a diocesc than as the minister of a
setled charge. In Presbytery his familiar face
will long be missed, for he was most punctual
in his avtendance upon all its meetings, though
distant 100 miles {rom its stated place of meet~
ing ; and the want of his sound judgment, his
prudent counscls, his genial intercourse with
the other members of the court, will be sadly
felt.  His flock way find a successor as clo-
quent, as acceptable in the pulpit as their late
pastor, but not ouc mare carnest in his minis-
trations—more evangelical in his teachings;
none to whom they can go more readily as s
warm friend and trusted counsellor in cvery
phase of their circumstances in life, and in
whoss counsels and advice they can place ~ore
implicit confidence. We can scarcely reatize
that he has gone from among us, and that we
shall no more see his face in the flesh; but we
are assured that he isnow receiving the reward
of a bard worker in his Master's vineyard—npow
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enjoying the full blessedness of those * who die
in the Lord ; who rest from their labours and
their works do follow them.”

Me. Cumpbell has Jett behind him n widow
and one surviving child, for whom a decp and
widespread sympathy will be felt throughout
the Church, where Ats worth and thewr conse-
quent loss was known,

Asxiversany or Presnytenray Usion Sap-
sat Scuoors AT Woornwicd, C. W.—The
pinth noniversary of these schools was hield in
St. Andrew's Church on the 10th ult.  Upwards
of a hundred pupils were present, and the
church was crowded with the parents and
friends, as well as visitors of all denominations.
Mr. Bowman, M.P.P. for Waterloo, was ealled
to the chair and bricfly addressed the meeting
and alluded to the services rendered to the
cause of Nabbath schools by Mr. Alex. Morris,
M.P.. Afier refreshments, kindly provided
by the ladies of the congregation, had been
partaken of, addresses, on various subjects,
were delivered by the Rev. James Thom, pas-
tor of the congregation, who read the Synod’s
report on Subbath schools fur 18¢3-4, und
gave some valunble information on Indu aud
China; the Rev. Mr. Giaham, the Rev. Mr.
Herald, of Dundee, the liev. Mr. MeMicken, of
Berlin, and Mr. Walsor, teacher. The addresses
were replete with piety and cloguence, and
were listened to with markesd attention. The
sum of 539 30 was teahized which is 1o be ap-
plied fur the purchase of bouks for the clul-
drew’s hibrary.

Armivars. —The Rev. Andrew Paton, for
some tine assistant in the Church of Hadding-
ton, Scotltud, has entered upou his duties as
assistaut in St. Audrew’s Clhureh, Montreal.

The Bev. Jumes B, Mutr, a heentiaie of the
Preabytery of Irvine, and for about two years
minister of the Scotch Churel in Hesbam,
Northumberland County, north of England,
arrived last month per the =.8. Jura, with the
intention of setiling in Canada.

IspucTios.—We have Leard incidentally “hat
the Rev. James MeCaul, B A, has beentecently
ordamesd to the office of the ministry and in-
ducted to the congregation ot Tyendiuaga,—a
new charge, with the formation of which Mr.
McCanl, o the capucity of a missionary, has
had much to do.

THE SACREDNESS OF LEARNING.

Address delivered at the opening of Session
1864-65, Queen's College, by the VERy Rev.
Princiral, SNonGRASS.

Grstiruey,—The learning which you come
hither to agquire, which it is the high function
of a Univeseity to impart, is characterized by
mauny qualities, each of them affording abun-
dant scope and material for profitable discus-
sion. To the studivus mind it offers an inex-
baustible Jusury of interest with which to
regale the noblest faculties and feed the purest
cravings of our nature. To the youth whose
soul bas begun to buro with the desice to equip
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himself, as fully as he possibly can, for that
which e recognizes to be the great end of his
being, namely, the service of s Maker and
his species, it justly appears to be invested
with  the greatest utility.  Aund, without
attempting to specify all the excellencies
which belong to it, it is worthy of obscrviiion
that when we are actually engaged in the pur-
suitof it, we perceive its varied » haracteristics
to be constantly uniting in the formation of
most attractive combinations, which in their
turn conuibute force to the impetus that urges
us on. For example, the interesting character
of the details of a subjeet fur which we have
acquired a special relish,is immensely augment-
ed by the discovery of adaptations to praciical
purposes; and again, the usefulaess of any
department of kuowledge, if not incieased as
to its sphere, is very grealy enhaneed astoits
value, when our path to the applieation of
resuits lies through a succession of exercises,
in the conducting of which all difficulties are
charined away by the pleasure they afford.
From these and other similar qualities of learn-
ing the earnest student detives many powerful
incentives to persevere in his daily round of
self-imposed and cheettul toil. There 15, how-
ever, one feature of it the existence of which
it is of spccinl importance to recoguize, the in-
flucnce of which it is o paramount duty to
feel.
for which supremacy must be claimed in every
proper estimate ol the subject. 1t the present
occusion is seasonable, a3 I presume it iz, for
offering to you any observations which are
fitted 1o excite in youa just vegard for your
high vocation as learners, and to induce you to
walk worthily of it, I consider the topic now
ind:cated, the sacredness of learmng, to be
eminently adapied 1o these c¢nds, and venture
to hope that an attempt to illusirate this view
will not be altogether fruitless of advant:age.
Let us, first of all, agree as to what may be
faitly understood by the sacreduness of learn-

1 mean its sacredness, that chaactenstic

ing. The suljict of this teim is in conamon
language chicfly used as synonymous with
knowledge, in the sense of an acquainiance or
famibiarity with thimgs that may be huown,
The signification nay be accepted as faras it
goes Plhulosophically consideied, its fanluness
consists in its being tvo contracted as to 13
genvial application, i its being limited to the
greater or less number of facts which oue i3
enabled to gather nto the treasury of the
mind. The popular notion of a man of learn-
ing sets up, for our admiration, the individual
who, upon a varicty of subjects, has made
himself conversaut, no matter bow—it may be

vt
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by a mere cffort of memory—with the authen-

ticated resnlts of other men's inquiries, suchas
. - . |
are attainable in a certain class of books to

which the virtue of making learning casy is

very crroneously ascribed ; and, ngreeably to .

that notion, it i3 not uncommon to represent
the idol of its creation, with more teath than
attractiveness, as n walking encyclopedin or 8
dungeon of learning.

Let us not unduly de-

precinte this species of knowledge, nor the -

labour spent in its acquisition. [t gives its
possessor a position in which he can be plea-
santly serviceable to a very large portion of
his fellow beings ; it answers the same purpose
as the ready reckoner on the counter of the
shopkeeper, who knows or practices so Jitule
of meutal arithmetic that he cannot trast him-
self in making the simplest caleulations  But,
with every desire to valueit jusily, it is obvious

to remark that the fuculty almost exclusively |
employed, namely, the faculty of memory, is |

but a very small part, and, as regaids the for-
mation of character, a comparatively unim-
portant part of the whole man which is the
subject of education; nnd therefore, that how-
ever extensively exercised in the accumulation
of ficts, and however retentive and ready it

may be, the most successful cultivation of it

falls far short of what is demanded by an
adequate cinim to learning ; and, unfortunately
it is that part of our intellectual nature exces-
sive attention to which is most likely to impair
those sentiments of sclf-reliance and independ-
ence, which are essential elements in the com-
position of every rightly constituted, thorough
student,

The true idea and definition of learning
cover & much larger, at least a much more
diversified, ground than the popular notion of
it. They embrace both the method of exerci-
sing correctly the mental powers by which
knowledge is acquired, and the effect of that
‘exercise upon the whole nature of the inqnirer.
Learning is an art; properly speaking it is the
alpla and omega of all the arts, having every
varie y of truth us its subject, and the incor-
poration of truth with man's spiritual organi-
zation, for thedevelopment of intellectual and
morn} life, as its grand result. To be even
rmoderately proficient in it requires not only
laborious application, but nlso, and much more,
a careful, judicious, and conscientious direction
of cvery effort. There must be carnestness as
well as activity in the cultivation of it, and
yet sympathy with the subject must not inter-
fere with the calm and deliberate treatment of
ift. But then, thi2 art of learning gives you a
much bigher style of being than the mere col-
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lector of information, who with all his treas-
ures of knowledge miay be a very uneducated
person, whose knowledge may be more of a
burden than a benefit to hiz spiritual system,
more of a hindrance than an a’d to self-culture.
The purpose of learning is not to fill up so
much vacancy, like that of the man, who,
intent on furnishing the shelves of his library,
purchases good looking volumes by measure-
ment, say at so much per foot, without any
regard to the quality of their contents; but to
discipline our capacities in such a way as that
they shall always be in readiness and under
control, for any exercise that may be required
of them in the life-long business of learning,
and that by means of them we shall ever duly
appreciate and feel, whether as a necessity or
an enjoyment, the power of truth under which
it is our only noble aim to live. IHence, with
a little learning properly acquired, a man may
be greatly superior 1o the possessor of vast
stores of knowladge. The better of two ma-
thematicians is not he who can recite without
mistake all the propositions of Euclid, but he
who i3 so appreciative of the exactness of
mathematical truth and so skilled in its appli-
cation, that he finds little difficulty in the so-
lution of the hardest problems. The better of
two classical scholars is not he who has read
the greater number of works, but he who is so
familiarized with the structure of languages
and the principles of their interpretation, that
he can at any time arrange a passage for
translation, and in choice terms convey the
nicest shades of meaning. And hence, also, it
can never be too frequently or deeply impressed
upon those who seek the education which it i3
the special design of Universities to furnish,
that it is not the function of that class of in-
stitutions to cram the mind with classic lore or
scientific information, but rather to give the
right direciion to the love and habit of study,
such & dircction as is suited to a certain stage
of mecntal development, such as will best
qualify a man to be a learner, such as will
teach him always with humility to remember,
that the true stature of his manhood is notdis-
tinguished by the crown of knowledge, which
may be anything but a crown of glory, but by
large, and wise, and generous sympathies with
truth, the substance of all knoyledge worth
acquiring—sympathies which bring the human
into harmony with the divine, which restore
in the finite understanding a filial resemblance
to the infinite.

For this learniog the quality of sacredness
is claimable. Ordinarily those things are,
accounted sacred which arc specially recog-
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nized a3 belonging to God, or which, under
the impulse of religious conviction, are sol-
cunly devoted to God. When it is felt to be
necessary to distinguish them from other things,
the latter are described #s common, because
not set apart in any wey to the service and
glory of the Divine Being ; or scenlar, hecause
not supposed tolie within the domain or under
the control of religion. 1tisso convenient to
Eave terms indicutive of such distinctions;
morcover, we are so accustomed to the use of
them, that one feels reluctant 10 sturt an ob-
jection or raise an quarrel respecting them.
It may be sufficient to remember the general
priaciple, that the language of mankind is con-
structed to cxpress thewr ideas of the gualities
and relations of things, and that therefure such
distinctions as those referred 1o bhave not
necessarily any real exisience.  In truth they
hase not any real cxistence; and their per-
sistent maintenance in current phrascology is
only an unconscious but condemnatory wit-
ness to the sin of profanity—ihe sin of regard-
ing as other than sacred anyibing socver which
isof God, frrm Him, or to Him. This matter
is decisively determined, determined beyond
all dispute, when we appeal itto the authority
of God's written revelation, wherein, if any-
where, we mar hope to find a language cx-
pressive of the actual and the real as scen by
thie Etcrnal Souree of intelligence and truth.
In the sacred volume God is declared to be
the originator of all things but sin, which is
au abhorrence to bis nature and a profanation
of his works; the institutor of all relations;
thegiverof all laws; the disposer of all crents;
the consummator of all systems. The Psalmist
witnesseth f0) a perpetual homage ascending
fromall parts of the Almighty's dominions—
AN Thy works pmise Thee,” Saint Paul
ASSCILS an  omnipresent csseace, energy and
purpose—* By Him all things consist.™ The
szae Apastle describes, waile he enfarces, the
principle and end to which restored humaaity
should willingly subject itseif—* Do all to the
glorr of God™ And, in the reproving and
correcting words addressed o Peier in his
vision, thosgh primarily applicd to a parsicular
c’sc, we kave a ground for that *carncst ox-
peciation of the creatane,” accardiag to which,
by the power of redemplion, it shall be deiiv-
cred from the bondage of corraption—* What
Go? hath clcansed 158 eali not thow common ™

Gealemen, this authority is supreme, By
e bolicst and most constraining considema-
tiozs rouare bosnd tedefer 1o it Recopnize it
ia cTery excercise of those intellecival powers
and momal seatimenls with which your Maker

hath endowed rou.® Recognize it in all the
sources and means of instruction, which, by a
divinely beneficent arrangement, profusely and
invitingly surround you—in your perusal of
the records of bistory, every page of which
bears cunvincing testimony to the invisible but
omuipresent band that holds the cirection and
shapes the issue of all events—in your study of
the bovk of nature where cach relation you
obierve, each daw vou discover, each symbol
You intergret, is 2an cxponent of the marvellous
skill with whiclh the Father  lights hatk,
everywhere, on land and shies, on air and scas,
vhiotographed the glory of his perfections—in
Your inquirics into the physical siructure and
spiritual organization of the individual man,
and into the universal conditions, diversifyving
distinctious, and ultimatc destiny of humanity,
all of which demand the belicf, as they are
pregrant with the evidence of, a moral govern-
ment.  Recognize, especially recognize it, in
the bearings, upon personzl devclopment and
social progress, upon the conscicusness of res-
ponsibility :und the aspiration r7ter fulness of
life, of that many-sided but single purposc for
whizh itis given us to know anything of thc
paet, present, and future, anything of the uni-
verse, of oursslves, of God.  And whatis the
cffcct of this devoul recognition? It is un-
questionably to invest the ar:, the subject, and
the fruits of learning with the characier of
sacredness; and, thercfore, cither to abolish the
common and the secular, or to resolve them
into the profancd,—thc result of a sacrilegious
cantact, on the parl of creatures spiritually
disordered and morally unclean, with the holy
furniture of the stupendous temple which the
Architeel of the universe bath crected nad
consccrated, for the showing forth of his
praisc.

To truth, which is at once the subject of
learning and the aliment of the learner, belongs
in point of importance, according to its nature,
a multipli~ity of varving degrees; bul even
wien marked by the lotwesy, it has the csseace
of which the highest is only & model form ; aad
trath iseiwayrs and inall circumstances a very
sacred thing—as surcly, in its own way and
within it own sphere, an expressivn of divine
characier and will, as an3 word which ever
procecded from the moatl of God.  There ave
traths so simple, so universaliy believed xad
implicitly zeted upon, that wedo nolstop to
inquire, and if we did might not be adle to
discares, what is their cxact welation to the
s¥5ie:n of trath as 2 whole and to the highest
troids in particalar; botl not the less on that
acoonat are they o be reganded as emanalions
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from the Infinite Source of truth—links in that

tuighty chaia which girds sud binds all things

together, each of themw more or less remotely

situated from the point of fixture in the throne |

of the Unchangenble, but cach of them essen- |

tial to the integrity of God's govermment und
necessary to the interests of bis intelligent
creatures. v

The work which has to do with this sucred

thing, nawmely, the pursuit of learning

o, com-
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to compel you to put yourselves in a watchful,
maniy attitude, ageinst all fulse enjoyments
and trifling dispesitions.  Your vocation is the
highest, vour profession the noblest, to which
time and life can be devoted; for it becometh
you to remember that your aitendance here is
bat the begluning of 2 lifelong course, during

. the whole of which, (whatever post of active

prelending al! those exercises, whether of mind
or body, of the understanding or the heart, or

of the whole combined, by which truth is dis-
covered, weighed, arranged, appropriated, and
felt, is a sacred occupatton. By it we are in-
troduced, through our first and simplesi lessons,
to the mysterics of creation, providence, and
grace ; by it we handle the tokens of a presi-
ding Deity ; by it we hold decp and sccret
communings with the mind of the Invisible.
We devote the powers which we have of God
to the task of acquamting oursclves with the
works and ways ¢f God. To learn huwc to
learn—10 know with what bumility and rever-
cuce we
approach
ircad the
thereforc,
cducation.
As 10 thie frudis of learning. thesc ioo, if
sound and if scasonably
cstimated as sacred.

should comport ourselves as we
any  departmeat of knowledge or
courts of the templec of truth, is,
the fitst and most importzat part of

gatlered, are 1o be
If truth be the schject of

.
.

learning, the genuine resulis of learning must

correspond in kiad thereto.
worth anrilhing must cnler largeiy into the
formation of the student's charac'er. Therein
lies its Lighest use—to crlighicn, purify, cle-
vate, and refiac.  The moml power which
cames from this, and not ke dead weight of
Knowledge, is tac proper measure of a learned
man. A truthful characies is the most sacred,
an untraihfcl the profancst of chasmaciers. He
has yci to begin o learn, yel to kpow what
study means, whe, having cxhausted ali ac-
cessible treasures of Anowledge, thinks of rest-
ing from his Iabours, with a soul out of har-
mony with the sacred and the true.
Gentlemen, you must scc from twhat has
been advanced how grave and serious 2 thing
it is to assume the gard and 1ake the distine-
tive mank of a student— 2ol s0 grave and
scrious as to destroy all sease of pleasure and
loTc of recreation, for hic who has na cheerful-
ness in meatal effort had better desist from it
and he who neglecls the physical from an ex-

Learming io be

clusive devolion 1o spiritsal iraining, undes- :
swands not, bot pervests the rudimental laws |

- of his being; bat yet so grave and sericds as

uscfulness you may hereafter fill), you will
still be learners, if within these walls the true
student-spirit shall have been fostered; and
learners all the more, because of the opportu-
nities and facilitics for sclf-instruction which
the discharge of public duty will, by and by,
be constantly throwing in your way. A voca-
tivn So imporlant, a profession which brings
you ie cortact with those realitics which are
the greatest in heaven and the best on carth—
is northy of 4 solemn. prayerful sclf-consecsa-
tion—is entitled to the willing servitude of a
spirit which Knows how to respect all meaas,
and agencies, and institutions, appoinicd of
God or dedicated by man, to the sacred cause
of learning.

There is cspecially one sentiment which
must not be wanting, which must abide and
prevail with yon throughout your carcer. That
seatitent is a loving and confiding reverence
for the God of truth, the Author of that volume
which is usually, but not consistently, divided
into the tiwwvo great sections, natural and reveal-
cd, and concerning which both the best and
the worst of buoks have been written.  This
sentiment is that which makes the child place
his hand in his father's hand,; when ke desires
and trusts to be led in the way in which he
should go, and as he goes to gather the way-
side lessans which it is best for him to leara.
Tiic opinion of the wisest man, in regard to the
importance of this scntiment and its relation to
lcarning, must be worth quoting and remem-
bering.  He stales it again and again ia his
otwn inimiiable, aphoristic way. Oacoccasion
you can probabiy recall. I3 is towards the
commencement of the Book of 'roverbs, where-
in ke ditcourseslarge!y on the subject of know-
ledge, and on its cxcellence as affording mate-
tials for the calightenment of the uaderstand-
ing—as fitled, when rightly acquired, to make
men wise, trustworthy, uscful—as desigaed to
beautify ard strengiben the social relations,
and geacmlly to promote the highost interests
of mankind ; but, eie he advances one step in
the course which he prescribes for himself, he
1akes his stand on the grest first-principle,
whichia his cstimation is the foandation cf all
knowledge, seicnce, philosopby, or whatever
clse may desigazte the sudbject of learning—
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‘“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of ;
knowledge.” No view or system cap ever im- |
prove this arrangement; to proceed on any |
other is a grand educational blunder. Learn-
ing, then, of which knowledge is o 1y an im-
portaut means, begins with the cultivation of
a moral sentiment—not with one hind of know- |
ledge as comjared with nnother, but with
a dispesition to reverente the Pussessor and -
Giver of all hnowledge, wham to know is
the end of knowladge, whom 1 Christio kuow
is life cternul,

He who brgius here is the best
qualified for the prosceutien of inquiries, and
the obinining of results.  The very circum-
stance that he is a Ged-fearing man f1s him
for 1l:c adoption of correct views, He is the
most likddy of all men 10 aveid fiilacious
reasonings and rash conclusicns.  liss imagi-
nation is uwnder the mest salutary restraint.
He is disinclined to indulge in wild, unwar-
rantable sjcculation.  Whire reasen and faith
arc at variance, be will distrust Lis reason ra-
ther than make shif wreek of bis faith. When
science and reveiation are brought into colli-
sion, ke will unhesitatingly proavunce the de-
ductions of scicnce 1o be at faull, rather than |

incur the impicty of tampering with onc jot or
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tittle of God's Holy Word. In the former case
he will imperatively demand of reason to re-
trace her steps, humilinted at the discosery of
her weakness; in the latter he will insist that
the apparent discrepancies between nature and
revelation, which science sometimes evolves,
be not allowed, but that patience be exercised
until Mrther light be obtained, strong in the
belief that he who cannot lie hath not caused
to be written one word which needs to be re-
called, because of its actual disagreement with
There is not a sadder
spectacle than that of a man of lofiy intellect,

scientidic conclusions.,

and commanding talests, and most plausible
pretensions to learnity, engaged in the bancful
work of adducing the oppusitions of science
© fulsely so ealled,” to shake the faith of hum-
bler, less daring winds, in the teachings of tke
Holy Scriptures.

Despise not, then, the wisdom and security
of Sulemur’s arrangement, for if vou miss the
Leginning of hnowledge yourw hole course wiil
be wrong and perilous.  When the fear of the
Lord is not cstabl <kied in the heart, intellec-
tual vanity and selt-suflicient pride take pos-
session of that citadel, and in such a case the
more onc knows the more unsafe and danger-

" ous he becomes.

Qrticles Gommuneated.

LIFE OF ST. PAUL.
Part III.

The rewains of Perga. which have been |
examined by travellers and antiquarics, be- .
long to an carly Greek period, and there
are no traces of iater art; we may thercfore
believe that when the Apestles visited the
place it was declining, and its importance
and advantages had passed to Attalia. The ;
situation of the ancient town was cox-
tremely beautiful, *lying between, and upon .
the sides of two hills, with an extensive val- ¢
ley in fromt, watered by the river Cestrus,
and backed by the mountains of the Tau-
rus.”  While here, Mark, from whatever
motive, left his companions and returned to
Jerusalem; though Paul scems to have felt
keenly this defection from the work, his
friendship for Mark did rot ccasc, and he ;
mentions him with Christian affection and :
cven commendation in more than oncof his
cpistles.

Paul and Barnabasdid not lingerat Perm,
but at onc proceded to Antioch in Pisidia,
and though we cannot determine the exact |
year, we may yet conjectare theseason when |

‘
i
'
i
H
i

this-journcy was undertaken.  We learn
from ancient authors that there was litile
trading on the Mcediterrancan during the
winter months, but the sea was technically
spoken of as closed from the early part of
November to the carly part of March. If
the Apastles then left Antioch on what we

. may call the apening of the navigation, and

suppasing them to have remained two
months at Cyprus, a reasonable time, they
would find themsclves at Perga about the
beginning of May, and this would be the
fittest time for passing over the mountains
to the upland plains of the interior.  Per-
haps no country shows such changes of cli-
mate in o limited a space as Asia Minor;
while the gmin is ripening in the plains
along the coast, the snow is still resting on
the highlands almost in the vicinity ; and
the traveller inoneday's journey passes from
the extreme heat of an castern summer to
the chilliness of winter. The present inhabi-
tants arc only fallowing an ancient practice,
when as sunnner advances they igrate from
the towns and villages on the coast to the
cool retreats of the highlands.
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When Paul and his companions landed
they might find Perga well nigh deserted, -

and may almost at enee have cmbraced the
opportunity of attaching themselves to some
band ready to start for the interior.  The
journey could secarcely have been accom-
plished at an earlier season, and was stiil
not without danger, for tl.e melting of the
snow converts the small streams into -
petuous torrents, fiiline the vallevs in their
courses.  But the Aposiles would be ex-
posed to znather danger, fir the Picidiun
mountaineers were ax wild and rogeed as
the country they inhabited; they were the
Bedawy of the penineuly, and here may
have been encountered seme ef thase @ erils
of rivers,” * perils of ralbers™ of which Paul
himself speaks.

The Pisidian Antiech appears to have
been the first place they visited after leav-
myg Perga. Even in this remate city. in
the interior of Asin Minor there were a

goodly number of Jews, and as Lis custom -

was, Paul first addressed himself to the Sy
nagegue.  Iis discourse, no dvubt, arew
out of the lessons of the day which lmd‘just
been real, and hence perhaps its pecuiiar
form; but this is the very teaching which
our Apostle aiways set forth when he was
for the first time speaking God's word to an
assembiy of bis fellow-countrymen.  The

interesting address made so strong an im- -
cexding to offer sacrifice to the strangers,

pression upon the audience, that many de-
sired that these words might be repeated to
them on the nest sabbath.
for mecting tagether may have offered them.-
selves during the week, and the interest ex-
cited by the teaching of the apostles was
so great that on the Sabbath almast the
whole city came together to hear the word
of God. The marked concern however
which the Geatiics showed seems to have
cxcited the animasity of the Jews, who,
“filled with envy,” contradicted the Apostle
and blasphemed. This conduct of the Jews
led the apostles to turn to the Gentiles, who

Opportanitics *

readily received the word ; but now theJews

stirred up onc of thase persecutions which
the Aposties had so often to cncounter;

and compelled them to retire from the city. -

Remembering the instruciion which our
Lord himself had given, PPaul and Barnabas
shook off the dust of their fees, as a token

of God's judgment aminst wilful unbe- .

lievers, and tumed their steps to Iconium.
But the disciples at Antioch were not
without comfort, forthauzgh deprived of the
presence of the Apastles, they yet were
filled with joy and with the Holy Ghest.
At Iconium the same kind of cvents hap-
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pened as at Antioch, and in much the sawe
order, hcre too they first addressed them-
selves to the synagogue and their words
were attended with a happy effeet ; but again
the unbelieving Jews stirred up a tumalt.
and the Apostles only eseaped being stoned.
by whasty flight to Lystra and Derbe.

These three towns were all within Lyea-
onia, though Iconium was o close to Phry-
eia, that it was sometimes regmded as be-
longing to that distriet : they were all situa-
ted on the came uplind plain with Antioch.
and very probably were on the line of the
greut Roman road which traversad the pe-
ninsuia.

There were apparently few Jews at Lys.
tra, and the elements with which the Apos.
tles had to deal were essentiaily Greck. As
there was no synagozue in the town they
scem to have addressed the people in some
place of public resort. In the course of this
service a remarkable wiracle was performed
in the healing of a lame man who was ac-
customed tosit inone of these thoroughfares.
The cecasivn produced so great an cffeet on
the minds of the ignorant and superstitious
people. that they esteemed the Apostles to
be more than men, and supposed that the
two gods, Jupiter and Mercury, who were
said by the poets to have furmerly visited
this district in human form, had again de-
scended among them, and they were pro-

but the Aposties rejected this worship with
hosror; and St. P’aul, addressing the people,
thought to turn their mind;s to the true
source of all the blessings of nature. The ad-
dress making no mention indeed of the
cspecial purpose of Christianity, was admi-
rably adapt.d to the minds of the simple
and imperfectly civilised people; but the
good impression on  the Lystrians soon
passed away, and a reaction took piace.
The Jews of Tconium, in their persccuting
zeal, had followed the apastles to this city,
and stirred up the citizens against thew.
Paul was stoned in a popular tumult, and
dragged out of the city for dead.  Thus
was he * in perils by his own countrymen,”
“in perils by the heathen™; and this
is that occasion to which he alludes in the
Epistle to Timothy, * Once was Ustoned.”
But thouzh * persecuted,” he was nat
 forsaken ;" though ** cast down,” he was
not “ destroyed.”  Timothy, himself a na-
tive of Lystra, was very passibly a witness
of the scene; and with his mother Eunice
may have assisted the other believers in
resuscitating the apastle.  Having arisen,
and strengthened by the power of God,
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Paul returned into the city, but the next
day he departed with Barnabas to the
neighbouring town of Derbe.

When they had proclaimed the gospel
there, and in the ncighbourhood, they re-
traced their steps ; and having again visited
the towns where they had propagated the
fuith on this journecy, they took shipping
from Attalia, more naturally a seaport thun
Perga, and returned to Antioch.

In this manner was Christianity spread- »
ing itself’ from Antioch, the parent church |
of the Gentile world; but the peace of '
the Church in this ¢ity was about the same |
time disturbed by some Juduisers, who |
came from Jerusalem, and, in a strictly |
pharisaical mind, taught the Gentiles, « Ex- |
cept ye be circumcised after the manner of |
Moses, ye cannot be saved.”  Dissension ;

i
i
l

and disputation arose, and great anxiety !
and _perplesity were caused to the Syrian
Christians.  Paul and Barnabas were de- |
puted by the Church at Antioch to meet

the brethren in Jerusalem, that this dispute !
wight be permanently scttled. Qur Apostle !
in the Epistle to the Galatians, says that he ¢
went up to Jerusalem ¢ by revelation,” — |
alluding, no doubt, to some private inti- |
mation {rom the Divine spirit, besides his ‘
counnission from the Church at Auntioch. |
Titus, an uncircumcised Greek, who ap- !
pears now to have attached himself to Paul |
and Barnabas, accompanied them to Jeru- |
salem. !

Ou the arrivai of Paul and Barnabas at
the Jewish capital, the Pharisaic Chris-
tians  rose up,” and insisted that the ob-
servance of Judaism was necessary to sal-
vation, and appear to have urged that Titus
should be circumcised. Paul scems to have |
felt the importan.e of the vccasion, that
1t was no miere factious opposition against
which he had to contend, but that 1t was
the ureat question of freedom or bondage
of Christians, the decision of which must
very materially affect the future reiations
of the Church. e communicated his
views ““ privatcly. to them which were of -
reputation,” through anxicty as to the suc-
cess of his work.

At the public consultation which fol-
lowed, after there had been much disputing.
Peter rose up, and in his address reminded
his hearers how God had lony before cho en
him to bring the Gentiles to faith in the
Guaspel, and how since then he had com-
municated to them the Holy Ghast in the
same manner as to believers among the
Jews; and why. he asked, since they had
been admitted to participate in the blessings .

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

which pertain to the kingdom of God.
stould ye “put a yoke on the neck of the
disciples which ueither our fathers, nor we.
were able to bear.”  On the conclusion of
Peter's remarks a silence ensued, and then
Paul and Barnabas alvo declared “ what
miracles and wonders God had wrought
among the Gentiles by them.”  Whe n this
representation had heen made, James came
forward. e was held in peculiar reverence
by the Jews, and in his words they would
have the greatest confidence.  His proposal
was marked by that moderation and wild-
ness with which he appears to have been
chiracterized.  Ile referred to Peter’s ad-
dress, and to how God had already received
the Gentiles in order to form a people de-
dicated to his service, nor ought they to be
astonished at this, for it agreed with the
predictions of the prophets. ¢ Wherefore™

i he added, “ my sentence is that we trouble

not them which from among the Gentiles
are turned to God ; but that we write unto
them, that they abstain fiom pollutions of
idols, and from fornication. and from things
strangled, and from blood.”

The resolutions adopted on this oceasion
were  communicated to the churches of
Syriaand Cilicia in lettersconveyed by Judas
and Silas, who were appointed to accom-
pany Paul and Barnabas on their return to
Antioch,

The convention met for deciding  this
important question iz interesting as being
the earliest council of the Christian church.
and we may not fail to remark the perfect
equality which scems to have existed between
all the members ; there was no assumption of
superiority by any present, and the cpisties
were written in the name of the whole
society, ¢ The Apostles, and clders, and
brethren.”  The decision of the Synod at
Jerusalem filled the heart of the disciples
at Antioch with joy and consolation, and

! they were still further encouraged by Judas

and Silas, who confirmed the contents of the
cpistle “ by word of mouth.”  These two
diseiples continued some time at Antioch,

; and Silas did not accompany his companion

on his return to Jerusalem, but became =2

" fellow laborer with Panl on his sccond mis-

slanary journey.
In the interval, before Paul again left
Antioch. taok place that memorabic meating

" of which, Paul himsclf makes wention in

the Epistle to the Galatians.  Though we
canfess to u difficulty in placing this meet-

i ing at this exact perind, yet it scems to fll

in liere wmast naturally, and the arguments
for uscribing it to an carlier or a later date
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appear far from conclusive. Peter came to
Antioch and showed no scruples about eat-
ing ¢ with the Gentiles,” until ¢ certain
came from James.” Peter's timidity gave
way before the Jewish exclusiveness of
these Jerusalem Christians, und he withdrew
from associating with the Gentiles. This
instance of moral weakuess excited the
utmost indignation in Paul, who in his in-
trepid faithiulness rebuked his brother
Apostle. The controversy between the
two Apostles on this occasion is full of in-
terest, but not unassociated with a feeling
of sadness, to the Christian church. The
scene has afforded a subject for Guido Reni,
a master of the Italian school of painting.
L Orignal, 15th October, 1864.

THE CHANGING ASPECTS OF INFIDE-
LITY.

It has been said that truth is one and un-
changeable, and does not partake of the fluctu-
ations of human opinion or sentiment. If this
be the leading criterion of truth,scepticism must
be false, since it has adnpted itself, in the most
plastic manner, (0 the prejudices, modes of
thinking, and philosophy of every age. In the

carly age of Christianity both Jews and hea- |

thens admitted that Christ wrought miracles,
and then they cndeavoured to cvade the proof
arising from them by a theory which is now
regarded as wholly untenable. The Jews main-
tained that these miracles were wrought by
magic, which they affirmed the Saviour learned
in Egypt, or, in other words, ** by Beelzebub
be casteth ount devils.”  The heathen main-
tained that their gods wrought as stupendous
miracles as did Jesus of Nazareth, and, conse-
quently, the very argument which was brought
1o prove the divinity of Christ would also prove
the divinity of their gods.
to regard Jesus as a god, for they believed

that all the gods were cqually powerful in their |

own dominions and cqually powerless beyood
them; but they could not endure the cxclu-
sizcaess of Christianity and they tried to prove,
that their gods were quite as powerful and as
legitimatle objects of worship as the God of
the Christians. One great use of such abjec-
tions, in modern times, is to show that the mi-
racles of the Gospel, as historical facts, conld
not be denied in the very next age to that in
which they occurred ; while the light of sci-
ence has conpelled the most determined scep-
tic to aban lon the grounds so pertinaciously
held by his predecessors.

In modern times the battle between Chris-
tianity and infidelity must be fought on a very

Ther were willing |
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different field. - Shortly afier the mental acti-
vity awakened by the Reformation, it was held
that the laws of naturc are uniform in their
operations and from them there could be no de-
viation. Thus Spinoza denics that any power
can suspend that of nature, or that anythicg
can disturb or interrupt the order of things;
and, accordingly, he defines a miracte to be “a
‘rare cvent, happening according to some laws
that are unknown to us. This is the ground
occupied too by Straussand Renan, two of the
latest champioas of infidelity, and the former
says, in a style peculiarly German, which a
mere English reader must always fuil to appre-
ciate : ¢ The absolute cause never disturbs the
chain of secondary causes by single, arbitrary
acts of interposition, but rather manifests itself
in the production of the aggregate of first con-
ditions and of their reciprocal actions.” This,
of course, is a strong declaration that a mir-
acle is impossible, and that God, having con-
structed the universe and setit asa perfect
machine, in motion, bas no porwer, in order 1o
effect the highest moral purposes, either to
chaunge or modify its operations,—a proposition
which amounuts to virtual atheism. The only
consistent way in which sceptics could hold
such & view is by having rccourse to some of
the many modifications of Pantiicism, a system
i which teaches that there is no distinction be-
| tween God and his works, and that all the
cvents and changes that constitute the universe
are only evolutions of the Infinite mind. But
as soon as we admit the existence of a personal
Gaod, distinct from nalure, though pervading
| it, the plausibility of such a system vanishes,
. and we perceive that there mast be an cssen-
! tial distinction between moral laws and those
which govern the material world. A law of
nature,” says Dr. Alexander, of Edinburgh,
% simply cxpresses the mode in which God wills
, that cveats, in succession, shall take place; a
moral law expresses an ciernal and unchange-
I able form of the Divinc exisience. God csnnot
lie, because the necessity of his nature forbids
it; God can raisc a man from the dead, because
the law that 2 man once dead remains dead
is no part of God, no fact flowing out of the

rangement which, for certain reasons, he has
seen meet to appoint over man.”

In quite recent times sceptics have alleged
that reason, and conscience, the candic of the
Lord in the human heart, are necessary to cor-
rect the intellectual and moral crrors that
pervade the Bible. They argue that we have
better evidence that our moral natuse is from
God, than that any particular book is so; and

i necessity of his nature, bat simply an  ar-
;
J
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when the ono contradicts the of!ner, in the con-
flictoftestimony, the inner light, is a surer guide
to truth than any external revelation. This
argument was put forward first by Unitarians,
who ignore the fact that man is a sinful and de-
praved creature, when pressed with arguments
against their system from the Bible which they
could not refute. With a few modifications,
this theory has been adopted by many of the
infide] writers of the day. This is the treach-
ecrous light on which Bishop Colenso relies to
lead bim into the truth. In his commentary
on the Romans he says, when speaking of
man’s respounsibility for bhis belief, # the voice
of the inuer witness is closer to him than any
that can reach him trom withont, and ought to
reign supreme in his whole being.” Whea it is
objected to this theory, that it sets up every
man's individual reason and conscience as the
absolute standard of truth, that it makes man
the measure of all things, Colenso replies in the
fourth part of his late infidel publication, “ No
doubt it does; the responsibility must lic on
every living man to know when he feels in his
heart the penctrating voice of God’'s living
word—to know whether he hears the word of
God that he may receive it and obey it” In
consistency with this view, he gives up the
Bible altogether ag u rule of any kind ; for when
he gives the creed of himself and of other men
of science and learning, ke says,—* They be-
lieve that God reveals himself to the spirit of
man : though they do not suppose the revela-
tion of himsclf is confined to one nation or one
zet of books Thus it appears that there are
other baooks which contain the disine will
besides the Bible,—perhaps the Vedas of
the Hindoos, perhaps the lucubrations of
Bishop Colenso lumself, who, in his own esti-
snation, posscsses the inner light in such a de-
gree as to be able to correct the inaccuracics
of the prophets, and of our blessed Lord him-
self. ¢t cannot he maintained,” says this
paragon of critics, *“that he (referring to the
Saviour) possessed a knowledge surpassing
that of the most pious and learned adalts of
his nation upon the subject of the authorship
and age of the different portions of the Penta-
teuch,” that * he knew more than any educated
Jew of his age.” Can there be a better com-
mentary on such insane folly than the words
of the apostie Paul respecting the men of

ecience and learning of his own day,  profess-

ing themselves to be wise, they hecame fools”

This new schaol of infidelity has charged on
the sacred writers a large number of historical
inaccuracies. For this purpose the Pentateuch
has bren chicfly sclected. It might indecd
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have been supposed that the failures of their
predecessors should have taught their modern
imitators a litue modesty, and rot to be so
very sure that their arguments are unanswer-
able. Asan example of this species of crit-
icism, Yon Bohlen, a German naturalist,
maintains that the vine was planted in Egypt
about the time of Josia, king of Judah, and,
consequently, the statement is incorrect, that
the chief butier in his dream pressed the
grapes into Pharaoh’s cup. This stitement,
thongh pat forth at the time with great conf-
dence, and with a half suppressed smile that
now Genesis must recede into the regions of
fable, is now proved to be incorrect, a3 we
have abundant cvidence to the contrary from
the monnmeats of Bgypt, These pictures of
the cultivation of the vine and the manufac-
ture of the grape are from the most aacient
periods of the history of that nation, and ac-
cording to Champotlion, there are found in the
grottoes of Beni Hassan, representations of the
culture of theviae, the vintage,the bearing away
and the stripping off of the grapes, two kinds
of presses, the one moved mainly by thesteength
of the arms, the other by mechanical power,
the putting up of the wine in bottles and jars,
the transportation of itinto the cellar Jn fact
Dr. Colenso nosw feels that perkaps hie has made
one mistake. It is in his commentary on
Leviticus, iv, 11 and 12, “ And the skin of
the bullock and all his flesh, with his heag,
and his legs, and his inwards, and his dung,
cvea the whole ballock shall he (the priest)
carry forth withoat the camp.” After inform-
ing us that the cunp of Israel must have been
twelve miles square, or about the size of Lon-
don, he says, “ We have to imagine the priest,
having himself to carry on his bick, on foot,
from St. Paal's to the ouiskirts of the metrop-
olis, the skin, and fi>sh, and head, and legs,
ani inwards, and daag. even the whole bul-
lack” 1t may at once be remarkad, that in
spite of the Bishop's claim to superior scholar-
ship, he never could have looked into the
original Hebrew when he wrote such a sem-
tence, since the phrase, * he shall carry forth,”
is, when literally transiated,  he shall cause
to go forth," where all thatis meant is, that
the priest should scethe work doae.  Forany-
thing that appeass in the text, the bullock may
have been carried on the shoulders of & man,
or the back of an animal, or carried in & wag-
zon, such as we know fram Numbers, vil. 3,
the Istaclites had in the desert, “and they
brought their offerings before the Lord, six
covered waggons, and twelve oxen Whether
the Bishop was ashamed of the pettiness of bi
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argument, or of the silly profanity in whichitis
couched as iuconsigtcm with the teachings of
the inner Light we cannot tell, for in the second
part of his work among the corrections and
additions, occur the following seutences with
reference to this point: ¥ For on his back, on
foot, read, perhaps with the help of others.”
The faic inference is, since & critic, like Co-
lenso, who writes with such unmeasured con-
tempt of others, has once in his own judgment,
proved fullible, may there not be other poiuts
in which he 13 equally wrong? Such an error
is surely fitted to teach a coatroversiulist
modesty.

Oue circumstance that gives us great con-
fidence in the historical statements of the
Bible is, mauy of the facts are veriticd by mod-
orn research.  As an eaample, we shail select
that portion of the Borsippa
which alludes 10 the confusion of tongues as
recorded in Genesis. It is found in the tower
of Jupiter Belus, which Nebuchaduezzar erected
on the foundation of an old:r bulding, which

Inscription
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is evidently identified with the tower of Babel.
The part of the inscription that bears on our
subject is a3 follows, ¢ We say for the other,
that is, this edilice, the house of the seven
lights of the earth, the most ancient monu-
went of Borsippa. A former king built it,
(they reckon furty-two ages,) but he did not
complete its head.  Sence @ remote time people
hal abandone ! if, without order expresssing their
words. since that time the carthquuke and
the thunder had dispersed its sun-dried clay;
the bricks of the casing had been split, and
the earth of the interior had been scattered in
beaps.” This, in common with numerous other
illustrations, is a proof that the facts recorded
in the Bible rest on a historical foundation,
and when the mists and the malice of wfidelity
have been dissipated, this inscription shall be
read on the Temple of Truth by the spiritual
eye, “The word of the Lord endureth for
ever.” J. i

* gec Dictionary of the Bible, Art. Confusion of
Tougues.

Totices and Bebicls.

The ExTIRE WoRKS oF JoBN BUNTYAN.
Correctly reprinted from the first editions
with original introductions, notes, and
wemoir of Buonyan.  [lustrated with
engravings on steel and wood. Hirst
& Co, London, England ; Virtue, Yors-
ton & Co., Toronto, C. WV.

There 18 not a name among English
worthics which we should be more anxious
to perpetuate than that of the “ glorious
Dreamer;” the stout-hearted, pious, and
zealous Bunyan, who suffered twelve years’
imprisonment in the reign of the profligate
Charles LL. for no other offence than preach-
ing to his fellow-men for their salvation,
and whose extraordinary genius produced
not only the unparalleled allegory which has
obtained a larger circulation in this and
forcign countrics than auy other book in
the world except the Bible, but alsy other
works of great value to cvery studious
Christian as well as to the Divine. An
eminent writer says—¢ Who, like Bunyan,
can tell of the golden things of the soul?
He writes like one who having been caught
ap into the third heavens was permitted to
utter to others upon carth thesecrets of the
celestial vision. Where is there to be found
in buman writings such an application of
the word of Scripture as abounds in these

writings ? where are the spiritual struggles
and abounding joys of the regenerated soul
so unfolded? where the wounds of the law-
condemned and self-condemned sinner so
searched into, and then skillfully healed
with Gilead balws fresh from the heart and
hands of the Great Physician as in theso
wonderful wiitings?  Let «ll who are
wearied and weakened by the new wine of
these latter days (which is after all only an
adulterated mixture) turn to these writings;
and receiving renewed strength from the
wholesome beverage of sound doctrine, pre-
cept, and experiences therein contained
they will speedily say the old is better;
you have kept the good wine until now."”
This superb cdition of Bunyan's comepicte
works appears to be all that the most ardent
admirer of the author could wish. 1t has
been prepared at an immense expenditure
of time annd moncy. It contains wmany
valuable treatises comparatively unknown,
and is irce from the innumerable crrors of
previous cditions. Iach treatisc is enriched
with an explanatory introduction, and his-
torical and critical notes. The memoir is
compiled from original sources, the places
and records of Bunyan's lubours having
been visited and exawined.

Mr. Hirst is now on a visit to Canada
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and endeavouring to circulate the work as
widely and extensively as possible. He
has shown us letters from some of the most
eminent men in Kngland, approving of the
cause he has undertaken. We copy one
from the Right Hon the Earl of Shaftes-
bury :

Dgar Mz, Hirst,—

We shall be very sorry to loseso good a man
a8 you, from the widst of us. I ever old Juhn
Bunyan's orthodoxy and boldness were ncedful,
most assuredly they are needful now, and 1
take it to be u good test of a man’s evangelical
belief, that he reveres the nume, the life, and
doctrines of that mighty servant of our com-
mon Master. 1 trust that, by God's bles:ing,
you will return to England, safe and sound,
that we may be again joined together in such
work as that of doing honour to the memory of
the true Saints aud Confessors of former days.
1 heartily wish you well, and success in ull
that you undertake in behalf of the ancient,
gimple, and original Gospel of our Lord und
Saviour. Fuithtully yours,

SHAFTESBURY.

Mr. Hirst has our best wishes for his
success, because in advancing the work he
has undertaken, he is not only aiming at
the honour due to a revered name, but also
efficiently promoting the interests of evan-
gelical truth and righteousness in this land.

Poems or T War: By George H.
Boker. Boston : Ticknor & Iields.
Montreal : Dawson Brothers. 1364.

Has Mr. Boker no judicious friend who
could persuade him to follow a respectable
trade? His “Poems,” as he calls them,
are wretched twaddle. The fault may.
perhaps, lie in ourselves and our stupidity,
but we fail to see the poctry. A great
singer is Mr. Boker.

‘* Bursting into a storm
Of song, as if I thus beguiled
My way with carcless melody,”

when frightened on his way to the camp.
A plain man would have been contented
with whistling to kecp his courage up. Or
“ Upen the hill before Centreville,” when

“ Half I shouted, and half sang
Like Jephtha's daughter to the clang
Of my spread, cymbal striking palms.”

Highly absurd, we should say, to secand
bear 2 full grown man making an ass of
himself. Hear again the divine Boker in
the ““ Ballad of New Orleans :”

“ Then ranging close under our quarter,
Out burst from the smoky fogs

The queen of the waves, the Varnan,
The ship of bold Charly Boggs.”
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This exquisite morceau may be found
on page 75. Many another gem of the
same kind might be picked out, but. v.e for-
bear to try further the patience of our
readers.
Sunpay MagaziNe for Octeber.  Edited

by the Rev. Thomas Guthrie, D.D.

We have received from Messrs. Dawson
Brothers, Great St. James Street, the first
number of this new candidate for public
favour. And we cannot help saying that
Cuanadians owe much to the Messrs. Dawson.
They seem to be always on the watch for the
newest publications of the better sorg, and
have done much by their effurts to foster a
taste for the higher classes of literature as
distinguished from the flood of trashy pubh-
cations with which this country isatilicted.

Under the able editorship of Dr Guth-
rie, the “ Sunday Magazine " could scarcely
fail to be good. We are much pleased with
its opening number. The reading matter
is above the average, its illustrations good,
and its whole appearance much in its favour.
We wish it every success, and trust that its
excellent editor may long be spared to wield
through the wider instrumentality of the
press, the power which he so long displayed
in the pulpit from which it has now pleased
God to debar bhim.

FiresipE Travers. By James Russell
Lowell. Boston: Ticknor and Fields.
Montreal : Dawson Brothers. 1864.

A very pleasant book to wile away a
leisure hour. There are many good sketches
of character and descriptions of scenery;
and the lighter incidents of travel are well
and amusingly told. A vein of quaint
humour runs through the whole, which,
sometimes just verwing upon flippancy,
never degenerates into coarseness. A better
idea may be formed of Italy and Rome,
and the real feeling of the middle and lower
classes of Italians and Romans than can be
gathered from works of much greater pre-
tension.

VIRGIL'S ;E.\'n;n, Béok-V. Translated
into verse by W. Dawson Brown. Mon-
treal: John Lovell. 1864.

A very pruiseworthy translation. Not
only is it correctly rendered from the orig-
inal, but there is a flow and rhythm in the
verse of Mr. Brown which please both ear
and mind. We do not think any classical
scholar would regret possessing this little
work, and those who do not possess the
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udvautage of a knowledge of the original
will be able to form some idea of the nature
of a work which has made its author’s
name known for ninetcen hundred years.

Tur Britisu NokTh AMERICAN ALMA-

NAC.

It is with much regret we learn that this
Almanac is to be discontinued. It is not
creditable to the Provinee that Mr. Lovell
should be forced to give up a work, which,
at the cost of a single dollar, gave us,
brovght into a focus, an amount of infor-
mation, much of which could only be ob-
tained by painful search through a large
number of Blue Books, and very much of

which was original, the result of inquiries
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addressed to all parts of the country. As
an almanac and work on the statistics of Ca-
nada and the other British North Anierican
Provinces, it was very valuable, and in the
present political relation of the various
provinces, it was especially important to
have had such a work in the hands of the
public, as by it we could have learned some-
thing definite of the respective positions of
the different contracting parties. We learn
from Mr. Lovell that the obtaining infor-
mation and the preliminary canvass for the
contempluted second volume have already
cust between five and six hundred dollars,
while the subscriptions fr the number of
names received would nut pay for the time
of the men empioyed in procuring them.

@he @larches and fheir Alissions.

ScoTuaxp.—In the Suly number of Christian |
Worl: we gave the resolution of the Established |
Church Assembly on the sabject of Innovations !
in Public Worship. It will be remembered that
the Assembly declined to adopt the motion of |
their Procurator, instructing the Presbytery of
Edinburgh to deal with the Rev. Dr. Lee on
the subje:t of his read prayers, instrumental
music, and novel postures during praise and
prayer. A co-presbyter of Dr. Lee, the Rev.
R. Macpherson, has, bowever, endeavoured to
persuade the Presbytery at its last meeting to
call the reverend doctor to anccount, founding
his motion on the instructions given to Presby- |
teries by the Assembly of 1838, to endeavour
the restoration of uniformity in worship within
their bounds.  The motion was opposed on the
obvious ground that the latest deliverance of
the Assembly must be accepted as the mature
mind of the Church on the subject. On a
division, Mr. Macpherson’s motion was rejected
py a majority of twenty to six. It was stated
in conrse of the discussion that these “ inno-
vations” were spreading more and more among
the congregations of the Established Church.—
Christian Work.

IrELAND—The Presbytery of Dublic, at its
meeting in August, received back into commu-
nion with the Presbyterian Church tne Rev. Mr.
Stewart, who, twenty-six years before, had been
removed from fellowship in the same Presbytery
on his juining the Piymouth Brethren. During
this long period he has ministered the Word in
most of the citics of Europe, as well as at
home ; but having satisfied himself that his
reasons for joining the Brethren, and the posi-
tion they take up, are untenable, he is anxious
to devote the remrinder of his life to the min-
istry of that Church which first appointed bim
to preach the Gospel, and for which, even in
separation, he retnined an unbroken attach-
ment.—Idem.

AcvsTRALIA.~—NEW Sovth WaLes.—Since the

return of the Bishop of Sydney from Europe he

has beex holding confirmations iu the different
churches in the city and suburbs, and » ‘arge
number of young people have at each church
presented themsclves for confirmation, The
Anglican Church in the colony is putting ferth
its cfforts in various directions. Institutions
are formed; money for religious and philan-
thropic ohjects is collected, and both clergy
and laity are exerting themselves in the cause
of humanity and Christian love. The Bishop
of Goulburn has made & number of appoint-
ments with a view to a better distribution of
his clergy over his vast diocese. [t is empha-
tically true of the diocese of Goulburn, that
the harvest is plenteous but the labourers
are few,

The Wesleyans are at present making a
special effort, bolding meetings every evening
in their lurge chapel in York Street, and
already muclr good has been effected.

There is nothing particularly stirring among
the Presbyterians, except that the accomplish-
ment of the long-talked of Union appears to be
as distant as ever.—ldem.

Souts AUSTRALIA.— An addition to the min-
isterial staff of the province has just been
made in the arrival of the Rev. Mr. Roddick,
minister of the Scotch Kirk, who i3 to labour
at Barossa Ranges, where there is some glebe
and other endowmeant, and where a good many
Scotch scettlers live. This gentleman makes
the third wminister of the Scotch Kirk in the
colony. Mr. R. arrived on Monday in the
Eastern Empirc.—Idemn.

Ispia.—~—The Bishop of Calentts, says,respect-
ing Tinnevelly :~In the most southern provinces
of British India there are nearly 40,000 native
members of our Church, whose Christian vil-
lages, schools, and churches were scattered
like so many osses amidst the deserts of red
sand and forests of palmyra-trecs. They are un-
der a regular parochial organization, far gtric-
ter and more real than anything which we see
at home ; they contribute largely of their own
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substance to the maintenance of the poor, the
building of churches, evangelistic effortsamozg
their heathen neighbours, and other good
works ; and they live under the ministry of
twenty-four European and fourteen native
clergy, assisted by nearly two hundred native
catechists. There is an efficient system of edu-
cation organised throughout the province Loth
for boys and girls, and there are four excellent
training institutions for masters, mistresses,
and catechists. Generally speaking, the Chris-
tians are well spoken of, in most respects
thoroughly well, by the civil authorities. 1If
they have not cast off with their heathenism
every national vice, we, Englishmen, at least,
have no right to find fault with them, when we
think how drunkenness pollutes the poorer,
and selfish worldliness t'.e richer classes among
ourselves. I have no doubt that a Tinnevelly
parish is decidedly superior in morality to an
ordinary parish in England, and I have never
been present at any church services where there
Was more reverence and attention, and where
the singing and responses were more devout
and congregational.— Evangelical Christendom.
Fraxce.—Every day furnishes fresh proof of
the progress of scepticism. I may cite, from
among other documents, a sort of manifesto,
published in the Presse, in the name of the
young men of Paris. M, Permorel, the writer
of this article affirms,in the most explicit terms,
that, after having held lengthened conferences
with numerous students in cur higher scholastic
establishments, he has become convinced that
the Christian faith has ended its days in France,
and that it is impossible to reinstate antiquated
beliefs, which find no thoughtful aud educated
person, of the rising generation, willing to de-
fend them. This is very plain speaking. I pre-
sume that the young sceptic has exaggerated
the real state of things, and probably pious
young men have not entirely disappeared. But
we must admit with regret, that this manifesto
is, in the main, correct. The youth of France
are no longer Romanists, and they refuse to
embrace the Evangelical faith. In their eyes,
Protestantism, at least when it maintains ortho-
dox doctrines, is not worth much more than
Popery. Both lag in the rear, while humanity
is marching towards a better future. And what
is the result of this fine reasoning ? It is that
the great majority of those who frequent our
seats of learning adopt the theories of a vague
pantheism or of an abject materialism.—Ibid.

SwirzerLAND.—In my last I wrote a few
words on the growing infidelity among our
clergy, and I must turn anew to the same sad
subject. It is of no use to conceal the fact that
& great number of our ministers are bent upon
the.propagation of error and unbelief in their
parishes. ~ Allow me, therefore, to give a few
sketches of the leading persons of this move-
ment and the fruits already ripening. I will
first acknowledge that there are among them
such as really believe that they thus do God
service. They hope, by reducing the Gospel to
a few vague religious ideas, and carefully
stripping off everything supernatural, to bring
back to Christianity the younger generation,
led astray by naturalism, They imagine that
all those that are infected by materialism
would again—I do not say bend their knees,
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before the Crucified, for that is not modern,
but acknowledge in Christ a guide to truth
and morality—a hero of spiritual life—if they
were not shocked by the miracles and the su-
pernatural machinery of the Gospel. They
pride themselves on being listened to by many
who would never enter a church where the old
Gospel was preached.  In this idea, however
honest they may be, they greatly err, forget-,
ting that it is sin and the lusts of the flesh that
keep the infidel at a distance from the Gospel,
and that miracles are so far from being an ob-
stacle to faith in Christ by a repenting siuner,
that he finds in them a great comfort, as tokens
of the almighty power of his Saviour. Hut
then I must censure them for their opposition
to those ministers that preach the true Gospel
of Christ according to the apostles. If, as they
pretend, they have the same end in view—viz.,
the salvation of sinners—and if they, too, ac-
krowledge that the Gospel is most efficient for
this purpose, why do they seek to destroy the
confidence of the people in those ministers who
preach that Gospel 7—why exclude them from
the pulpit as far as their influence goes 2—why
attack the old faith, often in a very frivolous
manner ? Zurich has now become the strong-
hold of this party. There they are all power-
ful. The Government fuvours them exclusive-
ly. The professors of the university, the
teachers of the future ministers, are, with
scarce one exception, of this party. But what
is still sadder, is the fact that the doctrine of
this school is widely spreading among the peo-
ple.  Its organ, the Voices of the Time, is read
by many laymen, and countenanced by almost
the whole political press. The fruits of such a
systematic propagation of unbelief are already
bearing their fruit. With the perversion of the
Christian faith, the morals of the people be-
come more and more loose. Shocking crimes
have become of frequentoccurrence. They are
8 stereotype column in our daily papers. A
large number of our youth are led by their
teachers and ministers to despise the Bible, as
a hook full of lies, and to consider faithful min-
isters as hypocrites or dull and ignorant
men,—FEvangelical Christendom.

ItavLy.—The sky of Italy is pure and bright
compared with that of England, but there is &
darkness over this land—thick and gross in too
many places, the darkness of ignorance and all
its attendant evils—which has bappily .be_en
dispelled from the shores of Britain. Th.xs ig-
norance, promoted and defended by the priests,
is a most formidable foe, which may require
half a century to overcome, even with earnest,
and valiant men enlisted in the fight, But
with so much apathy among the. pecple and in
the halls of Government, how distant must be
the day of victory. There isalarge and grow-
ing party in Italy who are using every endeav-
our to rouse the energy of their fellows to the
cry of “ Arms and the Alplmbet,” as the two
powerful factors of Italian unity ; but there is
another league of men—a biack army, the
sleepless supporters of the Pope—ramifying so-
ciety in all its grades, who not only seek to de-
feat by any possible holy alliance the armies of
Italy in the field, but whose watchword passed
along the whole line of the magistrates of the
rural districts, is this: * Oppose the opening
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ofschools ; and if you cannot, get a priest or a
lay Jesuit named as director!” In 1861, then
in the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, out of
3,094 districts, there were 1,084 destitute of
every kind of instruction; other 920 had no
boys’ school,while other 91 had no girls’ school ;
in all, 2,045 communities in which schoolirg
was either inperfect or wholly wanting. The
highest pay of a teacher was a miserable pit-
tance, so that 20,000/, sufficed to meet the out-
lays of King Bomba’s Minister ¢f Instruction.
Strange that in the year of grace 1861 the town
of Turin alone disbursed as much on the ele-
mentary education of its youth as did the whole
kingdom of Naples!  As to the quality of the
education really imparted in the Svuth, the less
said the better. It was of the worst kind. The
whole thing was a sham—and one of those
shams which the Bourbon eschewed indulged
in.  And bow many children frequented these
southern schools, such as they were? Shame
upon the Papacy and its minion princes! Oul'y
39,8. 4 boys, and 27,547 girls, or a total of 67,-
431 scholars in a population of 6,500,000 souls
~—that is one in a thousaud of the inbabitants
—were atschool!  While France and Prussia
set apart one million sterling each for this ob-
ject, and England is spending annually two
millions on her 60,000 schools, the State aid for
the 21,000 [talian schools does not exceed
20,000.., dealt out in miserable sums of 20{. to
Brescia, 1200 to Naples, and so on.  Thisis a
good ground of complaint to the many patriots
who are toiling so nobly to raise the masses
from degrading superstition and priestly des-
potism. Afterall that has been done, the most
favourable view of national education is as ful-
lows. It is the most favourable because the
number of children is reckoned as from five
to ten, and not five to twelve years of age.
in Piedmont and Lombardy 1 child in
11 inhabitants at school; in Liguria, 1 in
17; in Emilia, 1 in 33; in Sardinia, 1 in
35; in the Marches and Umbria, 1 in 44; in
Tuscany, 1 in 38; in Naples 1in 66; in Sicily,
1in 108. What a contrast this is to highly-fa-
voured England, where, out of 2,655,777 child-
ren capable of attending school, 2,53 462 are
actually under instruction. In tbe unaccount-
able absence of suitable Government aid, the
hundred townships of Italy have with much en-
thusiasm set themselves to the work of educa-
tion, as you will see by the sums severally
spent by them in 1863—viz. : Naples, 11,000(,;
Palermo, 8,000L.; Turin, 18,000L; Milan,
16,0000.; Genoa, 14,0004 Bologna, 12,0001, ;
Ravenna, 7,000 ; Ancona, Forli, Perugia,
Ferrara, Sienna, each 5,000l. There is scarcely
a town of any importance in which the author-
ities, during the last two or three years, have
not shown the liveliest interest in establishing
elementary schools in their various neighbour-
hoods. In all these schools the old and incom-
petent leachers are being replaced by trained
and qualified persons from the many normal
schools at work in every province, though it
saddens one to read the advertisements for
teachers in the newspapers, and to find that the
salary offered usually ranges from 10/. to 16L. a
year. Great praise is also due to many private
individuals. One gentleman gives 4,000L. to
establish infant schools in Mella, while another
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takes in hand the education of the inmates of
the Parma Foundling Hospital.—1bid.

GerMaNY.—There i3 yet much to be done in
Germany, as you are aware, fur the advance-
ment of religious liberty—especially in those
Lilliputian states in which despotism displays.
itself with unblushing front and unchecked by
public opinion. I am led to make this remark
by a recent case of legal persecuticn. Last
spring Herr Scheve was put in prison at Bucke-
burg, the capital of tie priucipality of Schaum-
burg, for baving administered baptism. After
a week’s imprisonment, Herr Scheve, having
been able to procure bail, was set at liberty un-
til bis trial should take place. The case came
on upon the 13th of June, and he was sentenced
to a year and a-half’'s imprisonment, and to pay
the costs of the proceedings; seeing that, be-
sides this baptism, he had twice administered
the Lord’s Supper. Immediately after thissen-
tence had been pronounced, two members of the
Baptist Chureh at Bickeburg requested an au-
dience of the prince, who received them kindly,
but referred them to his Government for a final
answer. Herr Scheve has availed himself of
this appeal, but with very little hope of suc-
cess, seeing that he has been proceeded against
according to the laws of the country. Hitherto,
so far as we are aware, no decision has been
taken relative to Herr Scheve’s appeal.  Will
lLe really have to expiate, by eighteen months’
imprisonment, the crime of baving fulfilled the
functions of his ministry 7 If so, people will
really be tempted to believe that Biickeburg,be-
ing but little known as the capital of a state,
has been desirous of seizing this opportunity to
acquire some notoriety.—/bid.

Turkey.—At Bitlis, in the far north-east of
the Eastern Turkey field, after six years of la-
bour, the missionaries of the American Board
rejoice in the formation of a church of five mem-
bers-—the fruit of seed sown long since, in the
casual conversation of a native preacher with
a young man at Moosh, aund the gift tobim of &
catechism. We regret to hear that persecu-
tion is rife in this and some other parts of the
field. The first missionary journey, of brethren
representing the Church of England,among the
Turks of Asia Minor, has been accomplished by
the Rev. Messrs. Weakley and Wolters, jun.
They were treated with proud contempt, and at
times with rudeness. Indeed, at one place
(Magnesia) they were spit upon and called
dogs and pigs by the children in the streets.
“ We felt very much,” writes Mr Weakley, ‘‘the
necessity of having some means—some go-be-
tween—to bring about the intercourse we de-
sired.  The barrier between the Turk and the
Frank, which is broken down in some degree
in Constantinople, exists in the interior almost
intact.”—Ibid.

WEST AFricA.—With the expulsion of mis-
sionaries from Tahiti and Fernando Po fresh in
our recollection, it is not without concern that
we hear that French and Spanish influence is.
making itself increasingly felt in Equatorial
Africa. The Rev. Mr. Bushnell, of the Ameri-
can Board says :—‘ They claim, I believe, alt
the coast from Camma, 100 miles south of the
Guboon, nearly or quite to Cameroons River,
north.—1Ibid,
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Japas.—The American mission in Japan
continues to make steady progress. The trans-
lation of the Scriptures i3 progiessing, and
Chinese bibles and tracts are circulated. One
of the mi-sionaries iz educating several young
people on behulf of the Govi rament in English.
They are well 1aught in the Seriptuwiez. The

medical department of the mission makes ex-
cellent progress, most of the patients being of
the class of officials. The Dutch Reformed
Church Missionaries have got leave to build a
chapel. The missionaries very frequently find
their chief obstacle to progress in the character
of the European and American sailors visiting
the ports.—Idem.

Articdes Selected,

——

EDUCATION OF THE POOR IN FRANCE.

France is a very interesting country to study
under a social aspeet.  The kind of satisfac-
tion one experiences from the study is compa-
rable to that clicited by the sight of edifices
growing up rapidly before the ceyes under
system of high building pressure. The factis,
that the great revolution of 1789 made short
work with the social institutions of France.
Old organizations were then ruthlessly swept
away, old notions discarded, old associations
broken. Government, law, dynasty—all was
profoundly altered in France by that tremen-
dous commotion, and not in the least degree
education of the poor, especially the Protes-
tant poor. Relative to this topic a very valua-
ble paper was read at the last or Edinburgh
meeting of the National Association for the
Promotion of Social Science : the main points
ofit we shall arrange for the information of
our readers.

It seems that all the ancient French educa-
tional establishments disappeared in 1789, and
many years were permitied to clapse before
successors were established.  Asregards the
department of primary French instruction,
which corresponds to our education of the poor
and industrial classes, it cannot be said to have
an older date than 1832. Three successive
Assemblies ruled France with a heary hand
during the interval between 1789 and 1200 in-
clusive, viz,, the Constituent Assembly, the
Legislative Assembly, and the National Con-
vention. Each of these, in its turn,promised to
give France & system of national education,
and each broke the promise made. Until the
cstablishment of the consular government,
nothing in the way ¢f a national education was
carried into effect: but even then primary in-
struction was benefited in & trifling degree only.
Instruction of the high and middle classes was
that chiefly accomplished bythe consular solici-
tude. The Emperor Napoleon I. founded the
University of France, which since his time bas
risen to so high a degree of celebrity ; but not
until the year 1828 was public instruction made
& separate department of the state. Under
Polignac it went back once more under eccles-
iastical dominion, nnd thus remained without
& minister of state at its head until 1532, when
M. Guizot was appointed Minister of Public
Instruction. This celebrated and enlightened
statesman—himselS & Protestant—applied him-
self vigorously to the task imposed upon him
by bis office; so that, whatever progress has
been made in the education of the French
humbler classes must be chiefly referred to

his well-devised and well executed measures.
At the end of 1847 (the year before the revolu-
tion) the number of elementary boys' schools
had risen in France from 33,695 to 43,514.
But this increase does not fully show the ex-
tent of educational increase, seeing that
it takes no cognizance of girls’ and infants’
schools, of industrial and other establishments
belonging to popular education, and seventy-
six normal schools, furnishing masters for all
the departments of primary and secondary in-
struction.

The code by which education i3 now regula-
ted in France was adopted by the National As-
sembly in March, 1850. The supreme power is
assumed to vest in the Superior Council of
Public Instruction ; but practically (as ourre-
marks will make evident by-and-by) the real
controlling power over French educational es-
tablishroents is the Roman Cutholic Church,
which— domineering always—has done its ut-
most to deprive the Protestants of France of
an education based upon the principle of scrip-
tural investigation and free inquiry. lHere it
will be worth while to set forth the constitu-
tion of the Superior Council of Public Instruc-
ti®h, which was as follows: President, the
Minister of Public Instruction ; four archbishops
or bishops, chosen by their colleagues; a pas-
tor of the Reformed Church of France, elected
by the Consistories ; 2 member of the Lutheran
Church (Confession of Augsburg), clected also
by the Consistories; 8 member of the central
Israelitish Counsistory, chosen by his fellows;
three councillors of state; three members of
the Conr de Cassation; three members of the
Institute, clected by their colleagues; and
cight members named by the President of the
Republic (the Emperor). The latter are taken
from certain specified classes, and they forma
permanent committee, retaining their offices for
life, with a salary ; their nomination, howerver,
may be revoked by the Emperor. Finally,
there are three members of the free instruction
class, named by the Emperor through the Min-
ister of Public Instruction. The term * free
instruction,” be it remarked, means schools or
cducational institutions conducted by indivi-
dual enterprise, but all of them subject to the
state control.

In this board of twenty-seven, with a minis-
ter of state at their head, is vested the supreme
authority over all education in France. They
administer the laws through the medium of
provincial boards, cailed “academical coun-
cils,” one for each department. The constitu-
tion of these academical councils is analogous

”w
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to that of the supreme council. The prefect,
the rector, the bishop, three ecclesiastics nomi-
nated by the bishop, nnd various ex officio mem-
bers, sit side by side with the solitary Protes-
tant pastor and an elder of the Jews. Nonew
schooi can be established without the consent
and authorization of the academiczl council.
Such is the organization of public education in
France. It bas been in operation more than
fourteen years. Let us, then, see how it works;
and, lest an English writer’s opinion ofa French
educational scheme might scem tinctured by
national prejudice, we will cite a Frenchman
to testify in behalf ot his own country. Now
a Frenchman—M. Jourdan, a well-known con-
tributor to the ¢ Siccle”—wrote two leading
articles, which appeared in August, 1843, in
that journal, touching the neglect of primary
instruction prevalent throughout France. Ac-
cording to this geniuleman, the educational ad-
vance accomplished by M. Guizot has been la-
mentably contravened since 1851, when the
Legislative Assembly allowed education to fall
into the hands of the clerical party, and the
entire scheme of M. Guizot to be overturned. A
republic was on the wane: an empire was
dawning. To support that cmpire the influence
of Rome would be needed. The Roman Catho-
lic clergy at once saw and seized the opportu-
nity circumstances had presented to them.
‘ The watchword,” says M. Jourdan, ¢ went
forth from Rome, and iunumerable corpora-
tions,both of men and women,rose up ; amongst
them the Christian Brothers, commonly called
¢ Les Freres Ignorautins,’ and got possession of
the primary instruction.  Mesnwhile, the Je-
suits, by founding institutions which have now
taken deep root in the soil of France, disputed
with the University the secondary education
in the middle or bourgeois class, while associa-
tions of women seized upon young girls of the
inferior class. 'This army, supported by fudds
from some hidden source, has now moved on
for thirteen years, under the protection of aca-
demical councils and the law Beugnot,towards
the congquest of the ristng gencration. The
number of religious women now devoted to
teaching throughout France is foriy-thousand.
Such is the system now opposed by the aaticleri-
cal party. The poor schoolmasters,” M. Jour~
dan goes on to say, * who are miserably paid,
and crushed beneath the power and diganity of
the bishops,are made to perform the meanest ser-
vices at dictation of the priests. They wait in
the sacristy; they toll the bells; they trim the
lamps. Being only laywen,they are as hewers
of wood and drawers of water for the church.
On the other band, the religious bodies, their
eyes fixed on Rome, arc allowed to dip into the
public treasury and take out as much as they
can get with both bands. They have houses,
public buildings, fine institutions, at their dis-
posal, giving very little instruction in return.
It is true you will find little boys and girls in
very devout attitudes—their arms crossed, their
eyes dowan——repeating, parrot-like, long
prayers, the purport unintelligible. They may
be seen adoring medals, imnages, scapularies ;
their minds brimful of superstition, their bod-
ies subject to the rod of coarse country girls,
whom a certificate of obedience has created
governesses, or even of mwen, the so-called

Christian Brothers, or ¢ [Fréres Ignorantins’
Such is the truth of our sitnation,” adds M
Jourdan . ¢ we maintain the ganger of its con-
tinuance, and we affirm that modern France
cannot leave her children in hands like these.”
This is & severe judgment upon the French
lower class educational system, especially
coming from a French writer.  According to
M. Jourdan, the educational law of France,
notwithstanding the adoption of the words En-
sewgnement libre as its motto, is little more than
an engine in the hands of the state and church
for compressing the instruction of the masses
within narrow limits. According to the same
writer (expressing his vlews on another occa-
sion), the academical conncils are more care-
ful to sce that subordinates do not teach too
much than that they should teach too little.
License to open & free, or, in other words, a
private school, no matter how competent the
teacher, is not to be gained without some
tronble, and often not without patronage.
Every educational institution, from the highest
to the lowest, is under immediate state con-
troi ; and it depends upon 1he will of the pre-
fect, and in the academical council, whether
schools unconnected with the University shal!
be allowed to exist, or, if to exist, whether
they shall be permitted to work untrammelied.
Under these circumstances the testimony of M.
Jourdan is hardly needed: the inevitable re-
sult of the educational organization of France
could not well have been otherwise than he de-
scribes it. How comes it, then, that France is
conspicuous for some brilliant examples of
secular educational excellence ? M. St. Hilaire,
Professor at the Sorbonne, furnishes the answer
to this question.  Fully admitting the hLigh
standard of education that prevails in some of
the higher colleges, he coincides absolutely
with M. Jourdan in reprobating the system of
French education as affecting the mddle and
lower classes.  In a dissertation recently pub-
lished by bim, on the peasants and labouricg
classes of France, he expresses himself as fol-
lows:—*' Instruction as now imparted in our
country districts.” he writes, *“often doesmore
harm than good. UOur country people have a
worship, but no religion.  They bave schools
in which the instruction given is not worth the
cost. Taken by itself,” be goes on to say, *in-
struction in our country places is insufficient
and almost ridiculous. The system adopted re-
quires years for children to read badly, and
write still worse.” Bearing in mind that the
above gevere judgment is directed against
schools over which Roman Catholicism reigns
dominant, let the reader now hear what testi-
mony M. St. Hilaire has to give in refer-
ence to French Protestantschools. In the lat-
ter, the Protestant sckools, he goes on tostate,
¢ children learn to read in six months, and
write in one or two years; the consequence
being, that parcuts prefer to send their cbild-
ren to the Protestant school and pay for in-
struction, than to the Roman Catholic school,
where teaching is gratuitous.” This superior~
ity of Protestant schools M. St. Hilaire attri-
butes to the operation of a higher moral princi-
ple.  Protestantism, he says, aims at moraliz-
ing the people by asking them to believe.
whereas Catholicista only bids them to obey.

-
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It is tire now that we pass in review, as
fully as our space permits, though less fully
than the importance of the case demands, the
condition of lower class Protestaut education
throughout France. Premising that France
holds two Protestant communities recognised
by law, viz., the Reformed Church and that
of the Confession of Augsburg, otherwise the
Lutheran, the reader will be interested to know
that they possess conjointly about 1640
parishes or districts, and 1750 schools. In
1816 Paris only numbered two schools for the
instruction of Protestants: there are now fifty-
cight, and more are demanded. Of thewe
schools, some are communal, and are therefore
aided by the municipality, while others mainly
depend for support on the liberality of Protes-
tant congregations and private charity; but
many are chiefly supported by school pay-
ments varying from about twopence-hadfpenny
to about fivepence per week. At this time
about four thousand children are receiving
instruction at the Protestant schools of Paris;
and the committee of one school received no
less than £340 ip school fees, varying from
twopence-halfpenny to fivepence weekly, paid
by parents who were, for the most part, depen-
dent upon their manual labour for subsistence.
Many attempts have been made by the French
Romun Catholic party to suppress these free
evangelical schools, but, so far as Paris is con-
cerned, unavailingly. The police, being ap-
pealed to, visited these schools and jndged for
themselves. The result was, that they very
much approved of what they were calied upon
to condemn ; so that now they rather encou-
rage the free evangelical schools than other-
wise. It is well to bear in mind, however, that
these remarks for the preseat apply to Paris
wholly, and that even there Protestant f.ee
schools exist merely on sufferance, not being
connected with any corporate body recognized
by law.

It is to French rural districts that we must
look for examples of Roman Catholic opposi-
tion to Protestant instruction. There the
academical council, aided by illiberal magis-
trates, prevents the spread of sound education.
As furnishing an illustrative case, we may cite
the modern educational history of a rural com-
mune in the department of the Upper Vienne,
and of which Limoges is the chief city. When
M. Guizot's educational ameliorations were
first entered upon in a population of over six
hundred souls in this commune not one wus
found capable of writing at all; but before
Louis Philippe had ceased to reign every per-
son of an age to understand could both read
and write, similar advantages being extended
to several villages in the neighbourhood.
Untit 1850 (until two years, that is to say,
after the republic was established) these
French'country Protestant schools went on
prospering. We have seen that about the
time in question, an order went forth frim
Rome that the Roman Catholics should endea-
vour to obtain the monopoly of French educa-
tion. Having secured prefectorial anthority
-on their side, the Roman Catholics managed
to suppress all the Protestant schools in the
department of Upper Vienne; the allegation
being that the teachers, although possessing
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certificates of competence, were unqgnalified to
teach morality. The decree, however iniqui-
tous, had to be obeyed; but the Protestant
Society of Paris (which must be cousidered at
the head of all French Protestant educational
organizations) endeavoured to secure the ad-
vantages of education, whilst keeping within
the law, by arranging a scheme of house-to-
house instruction conducted by visiting tutors.
There was no law to interfere with a parent
having a tutor or a governess for his children;
but if one stranger were to be present ata
family educational gathering, then the meeting
would come under the ban of & law established.
For a long season the police watchel these
assemblies day by day, hoping to find some
unauthorized individual, It was all in vain:
the Inw was never broken, and soat last the
rural Dogberries and Shailows began to see
they had the worst of the contest. Atlength
some of these individuals came to the conelu-
sion, that, as the law could not be made to
stretch a point in favour of them, they, on
theic part, would streteh & point in opposition
to the law. It was srgued by these sapient
people, that, as the law forbade the meeting of
more than twenty persons without a license, it
was an evasion of the law, on the part of these
private teachers, to gather children together
by twos and threes, seeing that, in the aggre-
gate and in the course of the day, there would
be an unlawful meeting for every twenty.
Well, not to be unecessarily prolix, let it suf-
fice to state that the strange interpretation of
the decree of limitation to twenty was accepted
by one provincial court of law and confirmed
by another. The principle involved in this
decision was too important to be allowed to
rest thus. The French have in thejr Cour de
Cnssation a court of equitable appeal some-
thing similar to our own Court of Chancery.
To the Court of Cassation the appeal was
taken, and, being there argued upon, was
reversed. Henceforth, then, it was decreed by
the high French court of equity that a parent
did really possess the legal right to have his
own child taught in his own house, at his own
cost, by a person of his own choice. So the
persecuted as well as prosecuted schoolmaster
Jusnel went back to the scene of his former
labours, calling from family to family to give
instruction. It was impossible, for shame,
that such a state of things could coptmue;
and the Minister of Public Iustruction, M,
Rouland, intimated to the perfect of the Haute
Vienne, that the Protestant schools in that
district should at once be reopened.

Reopened they accordingly were, and much
to the satisfaction of Catholics as well as Pro-
testants—all bat the priests. ¢ Then” my
authority goes on to state, “ came the days of
rejoicing, a festival i1 every village,” a mu-
tual greeting between Roman Catholics and
Protestants, one proclaiming the victory of
common sense and parental authority over the
bigotted folly of priests and rulers. The con-
cession! however, wag accompanied by a.most
ungracious provisn—one evidently at variance
with the principle established by the highest
court of judicature in France, viz: that every
parent had the right to choose a school or
teacher for his child—the proviso being, that
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no Catholic child should be educated in one of
these Protestant seminaries.  Liberal Catho-
lics expressed themselves very adversely tothe
decree professedly enacted on their behalf.
They cherished a lively remembrance of pre-
vious educational advantages secured to their
children through Protestant instruction. Many
of them even came accompanied by their chil-
dren and disclaiming Roman Catholicism.
Moved by these cases, und fearing to run coun-
ter to the law, several Protestaut schoolmasters
of the Haute Vienne district put themselves in
communication with the committee having its
headquarters at Paris, and were advised notto
receive Romun Catholic children, lest the
schools might be again interfered with.

The case we have selected for illustration is
by no means solitary.  The course pursued
against Protestant teachers of the department
of Haute Vienne finds its parallel in more than
one other Protestant French departmeut.
Cases precisely similar are to be found at
Creveceeur, the centre of a large district in the
neighbourhood of Cambray, and other parts of
Fraunce. In short, the establishment of a new
Protestant school in a French country district
is a matter of difficulty and & work of time.
The Romish Cliurch is persistently averse to the
establishment of every school, except it be
made subservient to Roman Catholic interests.
In whatever light the education of a people
may be viewed, states the report betore us, itis
certain that, in point of quantity and gquality
elementary instruction in England is far aliead
of that in France; moreover, that while a
steady improvement in our case is visible,there
is no hope of any change for the better amonyg
our neighbours.  So long as Rome and [loman
Catholics prevail, the teaching of the children
of the poor in French country places is all but
a name.—Leisure Hour.

POMPEII IN 1864.

AFTER having prepared one’s mind for a pro-
per contemplation of a city buried eighteen
hundred years ago, it is calculated to throw it
back to the days of railways and other modern
contrivances, 1o find, at the toot of the descent
by which we have 1o enter the said city, a turn-
table, at which we are called upon to pay a
sum of rather less than a florin.  But once
fairly through this obstacle, the sense of the
past comes back, and, to an Englishman at
least who has only just arrived at Naples, lite
seems Lo return into the ancient city of Pom-
peii ; he would feel itquite a natural occurrence
if a Lehneted, sandal-footed, scautily-dressed
individual were to turn the corner of one of
the streets wt any moment. No longer does »
guide lay nold of the disenchanted visitor, and
drag him remorselessly from one object to
another, but he is left to wander bLither or thi-
ther «t his owa will, stopping when be sees fit
to watch the careful operations of the work-
men, and only asking questions when it pleases
him.

The improved system on which the excava-
tions are conducted, too, has corrected at least
one erroneous idea with respect to the man-
ner in which the bouses of Pompeii were con-
structed. Instead of being confined to a
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ground-floor, some of them were built with a-
floor above, with a verandah looking towards
the street. This was the case with the bouse
of Proculus; and in order to give something
like a clear idea of what must have happened
in a large number of households on thatdread-
ful day when the city was entombed, I will
take this man as an example, because we hap-
pen to know more about him than about any
other Pompeiian.

Proculns was in a'l probability a rich, cer-
tainly an influentinl, citizen. His name occurs
in connexion with election matters in more
than one pluce. On the right of the entrance
to his house is the inscription Popidium ced,
Proculus rogat, which may be freely translated
by the inscription on a wall opposite to the
room in which [ am now writing, ‘ Cox for
Finshury ;’ not far distant, a partisan of one
Sabinus had scrawled, ¢ Subinum @diliem Pro-
cule fac et ille te fuciet, an equally free transla-
tion of which would be: ¢ O Jones, support
Robinson as alderman for Bishopsgate-without,
and he will propose thee for Bishopsgate-
within,'

His house was undergoing repairs when the
catastrophe occurred; the painters’ pots and the
workmen’s tools were left scattered about, and
a part of the pavement had been taken up. A
number of cooking utensils were heaped up in
one corner, shewing that the operations of the
workmen prevented them from being putin
their proper place. Others, containing various
articles of food, were simmering on the littie
stoves. On a bronze dish, in readiness to put
in the oven, was a sucking-pig; the oven itself
being for the present engaged in baking bread ;
more than seventy loaves in all—the greater
part of them weighing about two pounds—
have been taken out of one oven. But the pig
never entered the oven, nor were the loaves
withdrawn until after a sojonrn there of nearly
eighteen bundred years. They still retain
theiv form, though not their colour. The
porous cavities in the interior are still distin-
guishable. Their chemical constitution, how-
ever, has undergone a change: if we take a
little of the crumb, and rub it between the fin-
ger and thumb, it crumbles to powder, and hag
very much the appearance of coal, the propor-
tion of carbon in the centre being less than in
the crust ; and the proportion of water, which
i3 23 per cent, in the crumb, somewlkat greater.

They were early risers in the house of Proca-
lus, and the cook had begun his operations by
lamplight, in the expectation, that as day bad
followed night, and night day hitherto, this
order of things was eternal. But daylight did
not come ; the flames poured forth from Vesu-
viug, and showers of ashes rained down on the
city, making it so intensely duark, that fathers
cried uloud for their wives, and their wives
for theiv childven, from whom they were but
a few yards distant, yet could not see, by
reason of the darkness-—as dense as that which
fell on Egypt, and which Muses desc ibes as &
darkness that could be felt. Hand in band, as
many as could grope their way towards each
other quitted the house, passing on their way
asentinel, who sternly kept his post in his sen-
try-hox, striving as well as he could to keep
bimself from being choked by the ashes, by
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holding his hand hefors his mouth, striving,
but in vain, for the ashes continued to fall in-
cessantly, until they filled the box, and buried
him alive, still holdiag his weaponu in one hand,
and with the other, covering his mouth and
nostrils. There were two persons, however,
who were left behind by Proculus and his
family : one of these, a woman who stayed to
all her apron with jewels, and who feli in the
open court, never to rise again, seatteting as
she did so the baubles for which she had sacri-
ficed her chances of escape; and the othera
wounded gladiator, who probably occupicd a
room on the first floor, where he perished, with
his arms by his side.

There 15, it seems, hardly any risk 2 woman
will not incur to save what she most loves
from peril, whether it happens to be her child,
her trinkets, or hier dog. Indeed, it is said that

on the occasion of a long subsequent ernjtion |

ol the same mountain, the nuns of a religious
community nearly suffered themselves to bhe
surrounded by lava, in order that they might
save their jaws and sweetineats. It wmay bhave
heen the wife and daughter of Proculus whose
hones were discovered lyving near each other;
the elder having to all appearance yiclded up
her breath with slight resistance ; whereas the
vounger had evidendy struggled convulsively

before resigning ber young life, as is shewn by -
the models taken by pourmng liquid plaster of °
Paris into the moulds formed by the pressure -

of their bodics on the voleanic ashes. These
two were found lying near cach other: but in
another place were found the skeletons of two
soung people who had lain down to dic folded
in each other’s arms. Elsewhere were disco-
vered a mothier and three children, all buried
together in R/ living grave. Scventeen others
perishied in a cellar in company.  Though the
excavations arc far from complete, there have
been, according to onc writer, mare than six
hundred skeletons discovered already.

Asto the objects excavated, ther arc exceed-
ingly numcrous. The most valuable are taken
0 the Museum in Naples, but a vast number
remaian in the collection in Pompeii, and cvery
day adds to the number in both places. Of
course, the greater part of these are of no
intrinsic value whatever; they are intcresting
as rclics of a prople, some at least of whom

were living at the very time whena some of -

these mamentous cvents were aking place in

Palestine which have changed the face of the ¢

world.  Articles of real worth haze, however,
heen discovered ; for example, a lamp made of
gold weighing nearly three pounds' trox. Rut

Pompcii was not a city in which similar things .

are likely to be found frequently. The exea-
vaions that have been made have been so
cxtensive as to establish that; and if we may
judge of the future by the past, there is quite
a9 litle prospect of arlicles made of the pre-
cious metals bring discovered, as there wounld
be in the case of a place like Worthing, i€ it
met with a similar catastrophe, and the inha-
bitants had kad a few hours to carry away
what they considered of most value, The
articles most geaerally found are those used in
the kitchens and the shops—balky matters, of
littde worth, in the estimation of the terrified
owners; but of incstimable value to us of the

i
i
i

—-————— o

present generation. It i3 more likely, ton,
that these things are genuine, than that such
things as rings, earrings, brooches, and other
small articles of jewelery are, which are sold
as such ; indeed, the manufacture of these is
or has been a regular traflic; and let not any
man whe has visited the buried city, and
bought surreptitiously from onc of the excava-
tors 3 jewel or some other relic of antiquity
which the man has turned ont before his eyes,
imagine that it must have been the property of
a Pompeiian ; those who plant, know where to
dig, and those who sow, where the harvest is
10 be looked for; and we never saw a Neapol-
itan, nor, in fact, any other man at a similar
place, who scemed to think there was any
harm in supplving a demand, by the substitu-
tion of a modern article for the presumed an-
tique. Probably very many of these are manu-
factured in our own towns, since there are few
things they do not make there. A translation
from a pricc-current iscued by an English
house for (shall we say) facilitating idolatrous
worship, describes the beauties of certain ima-
ges which the aborigines were in the habit of
worshipping, in the most glowing language,
and at a price ridiculously low, considering
the use to which they were to be put.

The cxeavations are now being made ona
scale and with 2 care which will soon exhaust
whatever objects still remain hidden by the
ashes. A\ statuette of Silenus has been disco-
vered quite recently, which is described as
possessing  great merit. It is about cight
inches in height; in its left hand it holds &
serpent, which supported a glass vase, incrus-
ted with gold of cxquisite workmanship ; un-
fortunately, the vase was broken, and only
two fragments have vet bheen found. Two
large and clegant candeiabra were also found
in the same bouse, as well as two capacions
silver vases. Among the recent discoverics,
ihat which scems to have excited the most
interest is the accidental opening of a spring.
The water immediately came bubbling up,
clear and sparkling, and inviting everybody
who came near to drink of it, which they did,
some of them in their enthusiasm swalloninga
suflicient quantity to cause them serious per-
sonal inconvenicnce,  Several bottles were G-
led with it, which were sealed as carefully as
if it were the very choicest of Lachryma
Christi, same of which were despatehed to the
king of Italy, and others to the pope and other

» favourced individuals.— Chambers® Journal.

SHOE RLACK RRIGADE.
. In 18532 it was stated in the Eightl Annual
Report of the Union that the Shoe-Black
Socicty twas in a very prosperous condition,
and that the aterage weekly carnings of the
thirty-seven little red-coated boys was then
seven shillings cach, bat that it was much

1 higher during the period of the Exhibition. To

the ather detaile of that Warld's Fair were
added the following figures in the repoart of the
Royal Commissioners :—Out of £630 carned
by the cleaniag of 136,000 pairs of boots and
shocs, the sum of £300 had bheen paid to the
bhors; L£140 had been absorbed in working
cxpeases ; whilo the balance, £150, had been
deposited in the savings bank for the benefit

.
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of those boys who had been the most "ulus-
trious and thrifty.

Fov the oung.

STRANGE WAYS OF RIDING.
BY NES. H. C. KNIGHT.

A Max in a reindeer sledge passing rapidly
through our strects on a cold wintry day,
would be a curious sight ; and yet there isa
country in the far north, where the bears are
white and the people brown, where the sun
shines at midpight sometimes, while at others
the moon is the ouly light at noounday, where
the rivers are nlmost uas solid as the carth, and
fiow slowly into scas of ice, nund where
such conveyances are more common than any
other.

When Dr. Kane was travelling in those fro-
ren regions, searching for Sir John Franklin,
he one time found that the current of the water
was carrying bis ship lowards the south, while
he wanted to sxil north. He needed a stzonger
force than any be then had to draw tus ship
safely against the tide and through the great
blocks of floating ice that hindered him. What
do you think he did?  He harnessed an ice-
berg. He knew that deep down below the cur-
rent that was carrying his ship south was anoth-
er curreut moving in the opposite direction,and
that the iceberg reached so far down into the
water that it was moved by this lower current
instead of the upper one ;  so he threw out his
anchor and made his ship fast to the berg. I
think it must have been very grand te be car-
ricd along safelr in those terrible seas and
among thesc great foating ice-fields by such a
horse as that.  Still it is not all pleasure, for
auch horses are not the most manageable in the
world.

Once when, afier a great deal of labour, Dr.
Kane had fastened his ship to one of these ice-
bergs, he heard n strange crackling, and ina
few minutes the ship scemed to be surrounded
by a hail-storm.  Pieces of ice as large as a
walnut were falling thickly all around it. Dr.
Kane knew what this meani, and got away
with his ship ac well as he could. Itwas well
that he did, for very soon the iceberg that
seemed about to draw them so safely through
the water was brohen in picees, and floated on
the waier a splendid rain. Had ther remained
a fow momenis longer, they world all hace
perished ; hut the kind Father, whose protes-
tion they had carnestly asked ihal morning,
gave them warning of theis danger in seasun
t0 aveud if, and soon. altached o agother and
largericoberg, they were sadling on fasicr than
ever.

1 have heard of a vet stranger ride taken in
that nosthern sea, thaugh in a part of it nelso
far north as ahese Dr, Kane caught the icc-
berg  You will call the stary a saiior’s yarg,
pechaps, but [ have good reasons for behieving
it 10 be trae. A whale-ship was off the caast
of Greenland,
it xaw 2 large whale spoutiag water not very
far from them.  They attacked her with har-
poons, as usual, and soon lowered a boat with

Qae marning the men on board
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The whale, probably not 50 much injured as
they thought, darted under the water to bide
herself from them.  Before long she came up
again ; but as she arose she struck the bottom
ot the boat with her wil, breaking it, while at
the saume time her tail passed through the bro-
ken place likea wedge, and was caught between
the closing wood. ‘T'wo men in the forepart of
the boat were thrown up in the sir, but came
duwn again into the boat. The whale darted
away, carrying the frightened men clinging to
the sides of the boat with her, seenung not to
like ber passengers at all better than they did
their borse. ' 1t scemed like au bour that we
were carried that way,” said my informans,
% byt 1 don’t think it was over fiftcen min-
utes.” Very likely it was not over five, for time
seems long to men under such circumstances.
Every moment they were afraid the whale
might, by a sudden motion, drop them all into
the water, or perhaps dive underit herself, car-
rving them with her. At last the ship or a boat,
I do not remember which, came alongside.
The whale,alrendy exhausted with her wounds
and exeriions, was Killed, aud the men saved.
The sailor who told me the story, after he was
safely on board the ship, made a rough sketch
of the scene, which bie showed we. It repre-
sented the moment when the whale first struck
the boat. # If ever men felt like praying,” he
said, * we did then, for there scemed hinrdly a
chance we could escape.”  No wonder he telt
s0. Those who visit those far northern waters
are sute not to lack oceasions for special
prayver. Qften too they have reason 10 praise
God for special deliverance. If you should ever
read Dr. Kanc's account of his voyages, you
would notice that never, cither in their most
prosperaus times, or when sick and half frozen
they were almost ready lo despair, did they
fail to ask God's blessing on the day’s labour :
and God auswered their pragers, and brought
them through all the perils of those two dark
frozen winters as easily as he hears your prayer
and brings yousafelythrough the little troubles
and dangers of cach day.—Fanily Treasury.

THE ROAD-SIDE WELL.

By the side of the dusty highway, beneath
the shade of an clin-tree, was a well of water
that bubbled up perpetuaily ; 1t was so clear
that onc could lagk to the hattom and sce the
white pebibles and two or three picces of shin-
ing silver which had been threwn inand which
laoked twice as large as they really wese ; the
water was so cool and fresh 1hat many a 12av-

¢ eller stapped to drink, Koecling upon the curbh

and planging his face iato the inviting well,or
lapping up the waier with his hand, if he had
no drinking-cap.  The cush had bicen worn
smooth in front by the knees of drinkers, for

i the well was old, and mess covesed the rest;

vet onc could make out the lctt- s that had
been sunk in the circular stone—BLRssan arx
THE PURR N HIRART ! FOR THEV snakt <xk Gob.
1t tad teen forgotten whose hand hiad chisclled
the letters,and why these wards weee 1aken;
the band had lang since rested from iis labours,
but still, though the graoves were faint, the
wards could be read, and many who stopped to

cight men to finish the wo:}: they bad begun. { drink tarried to spell oot thelegend.
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So, upon one summer day, when the cool
water and the shade of the elin invited the
travellers upoa the highway to rest, one after
another, lingering at the spot, traced the half
legible charncters with their fingers,and slowly
read the sentence; they turned from the curb
to look into the clear depths of the well, as
if there they were to find Him whom the purein
heart should see; and rising, they loitered by

|
'

the elm-tree, reading the initials that had been |

carved upon it, and perhaps adding their own
fresh ones.

A pedlar with his pack passed that way,and
turned aside to drink at the well.  He wasa
brisk fellow, trudging from house to house, of-
fering his wares and chaffering with house-
keepers.  His pack was like 2 magician’s box,
—no matter how much was bought at one
hiouse, he was suge to have anything that was
wanted at the next; so intent was he on his
gains that between his calls he wasalways do-
ing sums in his head, casting up accounts, and
when the distance was unusaally lonyg, he
would imagine a bargain withsome one,which
he carried on with such vchemence that once
he passed two hounses without noticing it; but
then he carried his pointin the imaginary bar-
gain, and sold a whoic set of jewellery for
twice its value, the money paid down too,good
solid silver. He had never been by this way
before, and sceing a turning ia the road, he
thoughtitled toa house; itled only to the well,
where he stopped to drink and cool himself.

‘Bought six dezen spool-cotton, at fificen-
pence the dozen,” said the pedlarstowing away
the beginning of the sum in his memory till he
should have his drink. He knccled on the rim,
took off his hat, and put his head down to the
water, when he caught sight of the shining
pieces of silver, shillings that appeared through
the medium of the water 1o be at least half-
crowns. He bared his arm, and plunged itin
1o see how deeply he could reach ; bat the sil-
ver was berond, and the water sctn motion
made it look like running quicksilver.  The
pediar looked wistfully at it; he wondered
how hie was to get it.  Casting about be found
a long slender stick @ it was long cnough te
reach the boltom @ indeed. it had visited the
hottom many a time fov the very purpose of
trying to bring up the silver.  This the pedlar
took, and, thinkinga maement, he drew forth
from his pack some wax, with which he waxed
the end of the stick, deing meanwhile the sum
—*%paid for the wax one hztfpeanv—might
have sold it for three: raise two half-crowns
fromn the hottom of a well—iwo shillings and
fivcpence-halfpennyprofitagainst asingic penny
prefitt”  The wax drew up one picce, which the
pedlar seized :—bali ! it wasanly ashiiling, and
he did hissum overagain as bie lowered the pole
for the ether; this alio brecame reduced in
valuc s it came ta the surface, aud the pedlar
eyed tne picces with contempt, but he put
them carefully into Lis pochet, nevertheless.
Hce heard some one coming down the read,and
putting on his hat and pack e walked quickly
along forgrtting 1o take his drink, and begin-
ning new sume, by which he reckoned what
the shillings would bur, and what gain he
could make in sales, Lill the amount grew and
grew, and the picces of silver, for which he

g?ve*othing but a bit of wax, had become
bags gold before the pedlar's eyes; and as
he walked and walked, he suw no road, nor
trees, nor houses, but glitteriug gold, which
shone like the sun, and tilled the world before
him.

The steps which the pedlar heard were the
steps of a man walking on the lighway ; and
while the pedlar was walking off with lus pack,
looking at the growing gold, this man also
turncd aside and came up to the well,  He was
alearued man, and nothing in the warld es-
caped his notice, it was said.  He knew trees
and insects by their names; he could point out
the stars, and had read, Lesides, nearly all the
bouks which it is worth while to read, to say
nothing of those which he had written himself.
He stoud by the well and luoked ahout, as if to
sce if everything were correct; his quick eye
caught the graving of the curb-stone, aud he
read wichout difficulty—BLESSED ARE THE PURE
IN HEART : FOR THEY SHALL SEE Gub.

 Something more is uceded,” suid the learned
man to bimself; ¢ one wust have the intelligent
mind.”

He stood upon the curb, and raised the water
to his lips with his hollowed lhand, louking in-
10 the well, and examining its sides and bot-
tom. * One can see God in this well,” said he
alond, as if to the elm-tree, for there was no
other hearer, ¢ if he only have eyes; the water,
the woss, the very stones, ali declare Him who
wade them; but it needs o great deal of study
to find itout. Oanc must bLegin at the bhegin-
ning, and take nothing for granted. He will
come to God at last if he keep on™ Here tho
learned man paused, for he heard a neatlingin
the bushes back of the well ; he saw some one
moving, and raised his voice a litile as he con-
tinued = There nre many things to be learacd
cven from an insignificant well ;"—the bushes
opencd, and a child with a basket of berries ap-
peared.  What the well taught the learaned
man did not :ay, but walked on with his
hands at his side, tarned with ke palins out,

‘Lhe little child sat by the clm cating herber-
rics, but so still was she that the next comer to
the weil did not at first notice her. Tlus trav-
cller walked Icisurely up, toasely dressed, and
carrying his kauds clasped bebind him. He sat
down npon the carb, and, secing the letiers,read
the fizst half'; then he kuew what tollowed, for
the words were familiar to him. e leaned over
the watcer, which had become gaite siill again,
and lavked ou ta iis surtace.  Anather wce
lonked ujp to his beading over; it was of course
the reflection darhened in the water, and scem-
ing to hold & new and more wonderful spirit.
The wman louked into the exes, which weredecp
and lustrons.  The words which ke ad jusi
read were in s miad, asd he added in
thought,—

# Deep catleth unta deep. We laok into the
water of clernity, and oar owa face luoks
hark, more full of saicit indeed, but the same
in Lincament ; our saul lanks iato the reficction,
and sees itself divested ol human Lmits.  This
is God, and T scc hun in this waler, because 1
am made in his likeness: so the clouds and
blue sky abnve me are ansucered by the depth
below.  Behold the mystery of divinuty??

He rose from e curb just as the cbild was
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coming forward to take her drink of the
water.

% Can you read these letters,child ?*! he ask-
<d, pointing to the sentence.

“It 15 in the Bible,” said the child, repeating
the text; ““our Saviour said it.”

“Well,” said the man of genius—for so he
thought himsell—smiling as he spoke, ¢ did
you ever sce God 7

“Sve God?” said the child; “ God isin the
sky I cannot see him, but be sees me, and ¥
pray 1o him every night.”

“ But why do sou pray to him, if he is in the
sky, and you cannot see him 7"

‘e can sce me,” repeated the child, ¢ and
I pray to him. Some day I shall see him, if |
am good.”

“Look into the water,” said the man, “and
you will see him.”

The child looked in curiously and timidly.
1 can sce the bottom, and the sky, and my
face,” said the child, and ran away, for it be-
gan to fear the wman who talked so about
God.

Then there passed that way & woman who
was a sinner, and she also drew near the weil.
The man of genins saw her, and walked away.
$She was weary of her jonracy, and sat upon the
-curb-stone, sad and faint, Her roving eye
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found the words, and with difficulty she traced
them, slowly spelling each until the whole was
in her mind.

¢ But I am not pure in heart,” she murmured.
‘“T have sinned, and am not worthy to come
into the presence of God.” She looked into the
water us if she might, by searching, find him
out. As she gazed, her thoughis passed to
words written in the book which she had heard
the preacherread. She saw not the clear water,
the pebbly bottom, the mossy sides, but with
her eyes on these she saw clearly the well of
Jacob by the city of Sychar, in ancient Sama-
rin; she saw the woman who came to draw
water; she saw the Son of man sitting by the
well, and she heard the words which he spoke.
Then, like a voice from heaven, there sounded
in her quiet mind—* He that hath seen the
Son hath scen the Father.” She stooped to
drink, and, rising with glad heart, said to her-
self, as if it were Jesusspeaking,—

*Whosoever drinketh of this water shall
thirst again : but whosoever drinketh of the
water that [ shall give him shall never thirst
but the water that [ shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into ever-
lasting life.”

Then she went on her way rejoicing.— Family
Treasury.

Subbath Hendings.

‘GOD'SPURPOSEIN THE INCARNATION.

#* When the fulness of time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made ofa woman, raade un- |
der the law, to redeem them that were under
the law, ihat we mightreccive the adoption of |
sons. And because ye are sons, God hathsent 1
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry- H
‘ng. Abba, Father. Wherefure thouart no more i
a sereant, but a son ; and if a son, then an heir |
of God through Christ.” (Gal. iv. 4—17.) g

i

The incarnation—the great mystery of
godliness, God bacoming man —is probably
the most wonderful cvent which has ever
accurred in the universe.  Wemay look at
it in two aspects.  We may think, with
adoring revercnce, of what God in the in- |
carnation beeowes o us; or we my re- |
gard it in the light in which I now pr ipose, -
Gol helpins me, to consider it : What, in
and throuzh the incarnation, man becomes |
to God. T isissct forth by St. Paul in i
thetext.  Hetherestates, under the Spirit's |
teachinz, oac object why the High and !
Holy One stoaped so low as to take our !
nature, and submit to the humiiiating con.
ditions of hwmanity —infirmity, sorrosw,
suffering, and death included. It was that |
we might reccive the adoption of sons norw,
and, as God’s children, enter on the inherit-
ance of his glory hereafter.  But you will

¢

observe there is an intermediate link in the
chain of grace, between the incarnation of
God and the adoption or sonship of man ;
“ He came to redeem them that were un-
der the law.” Not only was the incarna-
tion necessary, but also redewption —re-
demption from whatis called in the pre-
vious chapter “ the curse of the law” (Gal.
ui.  13) —the malediction and penalty,
that is, under which every soul of man lics,
in consequence of his sin azuinst God. 1
will not now tell aver the story of the cross,
or the mighty issucs that are bou «d up in
redemption, embracang, as they do. man's
guilt and Christ's atoncmeat, the fearful
penaltics of disobedience and the awful
trans ctionsin G dthsemance and on Calvary,
by which Gad reconciled the world to him-
sclt.  But is it not a solemn thing that uot
only the mystery of the incarnation, but
also the yet profounder mystery of the
Cross, was necessary to re-unite the broken
links of relationship between manand God ?

* Adoption, and the heirship of glory, spring

out of and follow upon redemption.  But
for redemption, cvery man must have re-

: wained a stranger to God, though livingin

God’s world—an encmy to God, though fed
by God’s baunty—must have been hopzless,
heipless, miserable, lost, and undone 1
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Turnover thepagesof human history since [quchencd from our death “in trespasses
the Fall. Think what treatinent God has | and sins”—if we have been born again, not
received at our hands ever since the temp- | of water only, but of the Spirit, and arein-
ter lured our first, parents into the by-paths | }deed the children of God. ~The angels bear
of sin ! Measure, if it be possible, the | no such name as that : nay, they are ser-
provocation which God has had to endure 1v.mts—-m:n.mts too, whose office it is to
at our hands during this long six thousand ; minister unscen to the wants and necessities
years of sin ! Yet, in the face of all this, !o!' the saints on carth (Heb. 1. 14). And
see what titles of dwmty are herebestowed ! if you look beyond the veil, which was drawn
Sons of God ! heirsof God ! Can you con- | back to give St. John a glimpse of the world
ceive anything nobler or loftier ? Lof "Iory, you will see there that the nearest

You think, perlmps of the angels ; how, | to the throne are not the angels—pure, sin-
free from the earthliness and sin which dr.vr less, and exalted though they are, but the
and keep us down, they soar even to the ; redeemed and sanctificd Church of Christ.
courts of God, and sun themselves in the - It is not from angels’ lips that the song is
brightness of his glory, and gather, in adora- | heard, * Thou hast made us kings and
tlon, around the throne, rc.:d) to fulfil his | prxcsta to God ” (Rev. 1. 6; v. 10) ; that
will.  You think how thoy arc deathlessand ¢ is too exalted a strain for them. Itis not
immortul, and what an insight they have ; to theangels that the Lord s:id, *“ To him
nto thmms yet undisclosed to ourselves. | tlwt overcomcth wili I grant to sit with me
Above 'l“ you think, perchance, of their lon my throue 7 (Rev. iii. 21). This isa
holiness, of their unchm"in"loxc to God, | dignity reserved for manm, if only we can
of their freedom from tcmpt.mon of the '"r.n<p, “with a firm hand, the Saviour’s pro-
singleness of purpose with which they serve ' mise, and carry the cross after him, and be
God, and of the perfect sinlessness and ! his faithful soldiers and servants unte our
purity of their cutire nature and being. :life’s end. Think not lightly, I beseech
You think of all this, and then recall the you, of what is involved in these lofty words,
weakness of your own heart, the deformitics .“ If a son, then an heir of God throu"h
which disfigure the ch: xr'lctcr the miserable | Christ.”  The name may belong to a bc"-
inconstancy ef your will, ¢ven at its best ; ‘ gar in his rags, but it is not a whit the less
the evil which dogs 3our steps, the dxuo.we expressive of Christian privilege and heav-
that prostrates your strength, the power ; unly dignity. When clothed in the wed-
which the devil has to cusnare you, the } ding-garment provided by God, evena Laz-
ignoble pursuits which, in comparison of ' arus may take a place in the foremost ranks
the angels, occupy your mmd the struggle | of the redeemed.
for existence which makes up thc life of so i See, then the goodness of our God.
many of us, and the death which at any ! Itis not only that he laid upon his dear
moment may snatch you from all that is Son the crushing burden of our sin, and,
dear, and strip you of all you have toiled i by the sacrifice on the cross, redecmed us
for. How great, you areinclined to think, | from the curse of tie broken law, which
is the contrast between your own lot and ' otherwise must press us down to the lowest
even the lowliest in the glorious ranks of hell ; nor is it oniy that being brought back
the armies above ! How incompirably su- to God, we have strength given us to do his
perior his condition ! how vastly purer and _ will, and a r-ward assured to us if we be
nobler a life like his!  Who would uet. ;nbcdicntnnd faithful.  This would, indced,
you are inclined to exclaim—who would not  have been a glorious blessing by itself.  But
cheerfully resizn this blessed name (God- - God raises us higher than this.  He is not
given though it be). if thereby he might . content unless he makes us his children,
take his place among *he angels of God ? and admits us to all the privilezes of chil-

But, stranze as it way seem, the poorest  dren—* B(c'msc ye¢ ar.: sons, God hath sent
and meanest Christian who is resting on  forth the Spirit of his Son mtn)nurhcnrtq
the Saviour's promises. and loving him and _crving Abba, Father.  Wheretore thouart
doing his holy will, is invested with a dig- no more a servant, but a son : anl if a son,
nity loftier even than that of Gabricl, who _then an heir of God through Christ.”
stands in the presence of God. A closer . Obscrve, there is a threefold ble-sing and
relationship uniteshimto God.  Why, even .prmlwo First, the child-like, lovuwspmt
our very naturc has been taken into union |is given; the trustful confidence ; the unhesi-
with the Divinc nature. The angels can- ,t:\tm" faith ; the upward look of spiritual
not say that. Yow much more, then, are !dl.Sll‘c the '1dorm¢' sense of God's love :
we cxalted above them, if we have been ' the fcclmw ,day by d1y, “Godis my Father ;
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I am one of his dear children. He loves |
me ; shall T not love him ? e cares for !
me ; shall I not commit myself to him ? |
He offers me his strength ; shall I not lean |
upon him ?  He is allwise, almighty, all-
good ; shall T not trust him 7 He bidsme
draw near, and not be afraid to call him
¢ Abba, Father;’ shall I not enjoy the pri-
vilege 2 There is $in on my conscience,
but he will takeit away. Temptation besets
me but he wall heip me to meetit.  Triuls
and disappointments come; he told me they
would, but he assured me also that he will
over-rule all for good. I will trust, and
not be afraid.”  Thisis the spirit of adop-
tion—the =pirit which God puts in the
hearts of his children. Do you know,any- |
thing of it ? or do you feel that the full
sense of all this would bring you toonear to
vod ?—that the fellowship and closeness
with God which it all implies is too awful
and great a thing to be enjoyed at present ?
— that it would involve a sucrifice of your
own will which you are hardly preparcd as
vet to make ? Ifso, how then cun you have
received the spirit of =2, ption ?

For, mark, sccondiy, the true Christian
15 not a servant or slave, but “a son.”
‘* Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but
a son.”  Judge for yourselves how greatis
tae distinction.  The one obeys from fear,
the other from love.  The one prompts to
the service of God because he is » Master
whose hold upon you you cannot and dure
not shake off ; who is keen to detect the
slightest failing, and cager to exact the full
measure of obedience ; the other knows that
tiod will not be extreme to mark what is
donc amiss, but for that very reason would
love and serve him all the more.  The sla-
vish spirit would prompt you to escape, if
you could, from the obligations of God’s
law as from the chains of an irksome bon-
dage ; the child-like, loving spirit would en-
twine the precepts of the law with the mo-
tives of the Gospel, and make therewith an
cverlasting wreath to bind around the heart.
What parent does not feel that no service
which a child can render can be a substitute
for affection?  Just so God craves ourlove,
and will accept at our hands all that love
conseerates, valuing the gift of obedience |
according to the motive that prompted it. He

desires us to love and serve him, not as
slaves who dread the lash, but as children !
who dclight to be doing their F:uhcr'si
will.

Thirdly, mark the crown and consum-
mation of all this. “ If a son, then an heir

of God through Christ ; "or, as St. Paul
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yet more expressively puts it elsewhere,
¢ joint heirs with Christ.” What an exalted
conception this gives us of the Christian’s
future ! What cun the soul desire, what
can the heart conceive, which is not em-
braced by these comprehensive promises ?
Whatever glory Christ has, that hi< diciples
shallshare.  Wherever Christ is, there shall
also his people be.

See from all this why it was that the
Lord laid aside his glory, and lay as an in-
fant in the manger, and encountered the
tempter in the desert, and lived 2 life of
poverty and shame. See why he poured
out his soul in agony, and stwod silent in
the midst of scorn, and wore the robe of
mockery, and sunk beneath his cross, and
rested not till the work was accomplished and
the cup of bitterness was emptied to the
dregs. It was to redeem us trom the bon-
dage and slavery of sin, that we might be
the children of God and co hicirs with Christ
of an cverlusting kingdom. God forbid
that any of us should count little of these
things, and turn aside from them as if they
were only fit for the pulpit on the Sunday,
and not also eteraal realitics, which can
shed a spiritual glory on the entire being,
and give dignity to the lowliest life of la-
bour and toil. God would have us to fecl
and acknowledge that by the Gospel we
have been made a glortous part of his crea-
tion. It is, indecd, no empty honour and
privilege which he offers when he bids us
come near to him in the name of his bles-
sed Son our Saviour, and assures us that in
Christ all things are ours, and that true
Christians are his sons and daughters. O,
what a spring of holy action ! What an en-
couragement to love and serve our Fatherin
heaven ! How ungrateful a return for this
love and compassion if we turn away coldly,
content to leave it for others, but not to
cnjoy it ourselves ! God preserve us all
from such unbelief and sin as this '—Thke
Quiver.

A COVENANT.

¢ We bave made a covenant with death"—
Isa. xxviii. 15, 18.

So men say ; and whatare the conditions
of thiscovenant ?  The first is, that ceath
shall not come till a late peried in life, and
not till they have done all that they had
planned to do.  Like the man in our Sari-
our’s parable, they talk of deing this and
that, as if there could not, and ought not
to be, any impediment. They wish to spend
many ¢ long years of pleasure here, though
quite unfurnished for the world to come.”
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They wish tolive till old age comes creeping
over them. What they wish to be true,
they believe is so ; and they persuade them-
elves that they shdll 8o live, and shall be
spared to carry out all their schemes,

The sccond conditivn of’ this covenant i-
that death shull nut biing with him any of
his terrors.  Death is thie king of teriors.
To the ungodly he is full of terrors. This
rendersde wwh dreadful to the worldly. There-
fore they shut out all thought of it. They
will not have it named in their presence.
They veil the harsh-sounding words,** When
I die, " under such a periphrasisas, * When
anything happens to me.”  Verily, ¢ they
have made lies their retuge, and under false-
hood have they hid themselves.”

The third condition is, that somehow they
shall be prepared for death when it comes.
This condition they in<ert for two reasons
—one is, their own safety ; the other is,
the quicting of conscience.  Solongas they
fear that death m-y come while they are
unprepared they cannot feel safe ; and their
consciences trouble them while they feel un-
safe.  Couseience tells them that, perhaps,
death may come and find thew in their sius.
Oh, that perleaps I—that may ! They are
-words that sting like a serpent 5 that bite
like miadder! Whatshalltheydol  They
persuade themselves that somchow  they
shall be ready when death comes. Andso
they =0 on, just as they had been going on
for years belore.

But in so doing they makz one mistake.
Every covenant maust have two contri.cling
parties to it.  And they foret that death
has made no covenant with them.  He has
never agreed to these conditions.  He has
never promised 10 postpone his coming till
a late peried in hite, or till all their schemes
are accomplished. e comes when God
pleases,whether in infancey. childhood, youth.
manhood jor old are.  All searous arehis
own  No rank or condition, no age or sex,
is free from his fell dart. Neither has death
engaged to biing with him none ot his ter-
rors.  The sting of death is sin. Guilt
nukes death terrible ; and he must and al-
ways will be terrible to the gnilty. Nor
has death promised to waitand wait, so that
men may be prepared for him when he
comes. The sinner may persuade himsclf
that he shall, somechow %or other, be ready ;
but if he defer the work'day af er day, and
year after year, the suumons may come and
find him iv his sius, without God and with-
out hope. Perhaps death may overtake
him in the very act of sin.  “uch is often
the case, s facts abunduntly prove.  Facts

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

show that death has made no covenant with
men.  And men should beware how they
rest on fulse assumptions.  Let them not
build on thesand.  Let them fice to Christ,
and avai themselves of the beuetits of the
cuvenant of grace.  Let them rest on Jesus
aud his atouement, and  thew shall they be
ready for death, however it may come.— The
Quiver. :

THE DYING CHRISTIAN.
BY JOUN CRAWFORD, A KILMARNOCK WEAVER

My day is dippin’ in the wast,

Tis gloamin’ wi' me noo,

I hear the sough 0" Jordan’s warve,
That I maun teavel theo!,

But tisna’ Jordan's wave [ fear,
Nor uemble at the strife,

But oli! tlns sunderin’ o’ hearts,
This leavin® wean and wite.

What tho' we ken o' better things,
A tairer worl’ aboon,

Where lost fiens’ &' are waitin’ ug,
An' o' maun follow sune,

This rendin’ O the siller strings
That tether heart to heart,

It tries puir haman vature sair,
A’ makes us aith 1o part.

Gae, rax me by the Bible, wife,

While yet I'm fit to see,

E er death ereep oner wy cauld rife back,
And tlap my tallin’ e,

And let us sing a partin’ song |
Befure we sundered by,

For ye cauna' hae' me lang noo,

1 hae’ a2’ lang to dree.

There, pit the pillow to my back,
An’ ease me upa wee,

And tiing them 2 to my bedside,
To see their faither dee.

Nvo, lift the Bible up a thocht,
Its ower laigh on my kuee,

And shatt the ichta kennin’ back,
Iis ower strong tor my ec.

He waled, Le sang the parting song,
1lis voice was firm an’ clear,

An’ read the tourtecuth o” Si. Jobn,
Not did he shed a0 tear.

Sac is 1t wi' the man o' God,

When life's days' darg is duane,

Nae fature fears disturb his many
Nae ruefu’ looks alun's

# My wife, my weans, we o' maun part,
Sae dinn.a sab sac sairn,

But dicht the tears trae aff your cheeks,
An' let us juin in prayer;

An' let as josn in prayer to him,

That's wantin' we aws,

That he may be n faithin’ frien’,

Aund fuither to ye o'.”

ITe turned his glassen c'en to Heaven,
Aund raised his withered haad,

Nao safely wan through Jordan's wave,
He reached the better lan'.
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} No. 23 GREAT ST. JAMES STREET, i
it BEG to invite attention to their Establishment, which it is their constant endeavonr !
l

!
1

to render complete in all departments of their husiness. |

| STANDARD WORKS.

' (teneral Literature, Religion, Medicine, Poctry, Fiction. ;

| ILLUSTRATED WORKS, |

In I'ine Bindingg, for Presentation. ‘\

BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Of all ages, and at all priees. |

| NEW BOOKS

Are imported immediately on publication in England or America. |

BOOKS NOT IN STOCK,

Whether large or small, ave specially ordered when required from Great Britain, the
(‘ontinent of Europe, or the United States.

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES,

Published in JEurope or America, are supplied with regularity. All the leading publi-
cations may be found on their counters, such as the Illustrated News, Blackwood,
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